WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DECEMBER 26 - JANUARY 1 (WEEK 52
OF 2016)
Sun 1st January
My New Year's Day finds include flowering Cow Parsley, White Comfrey,
Goat Willow and the first Camellia flowers, plus a Heron on a nest and my
first Common Gull at Langstone.
Stepping out into my garden before having my breakfast to scatter bread for the
birds the first thing I heard after Robin song was the drumming of the Great
Spotted Woodpecker a little way up the Billy Trail but the only flower to be seen in
the garden was the bright yellow Winter Jasmine. After breakfast I set out on a
four hour local walk which gave me a list of 42 flowering plant species but only 28
birds.
My first flowering plant worth a mention was Pellitory of the Wall in Beechworth
Road but Bellair Road gave me better tick with my first Camellia in flower. Back
on the Emsworth Road I headed for the grounds of White Ladies to tick the
flowers on a young Strawberry Tree before walking back to Lymbourne Road for
the Hazel tree whose catkins have started to open. Just before reaching
Lymbourne Road the pavement of Emsworth Road has an interesting 'double
kerb' resulting in a narrow strip of pavement nearest to the road being lower than
the broad pavement used by pedestrians and this allows small plants to grow on
the lower strip without fear of being trampled by human feet - today I noticed that
this lower strip has a good population of Common Whitlowgrass plants and
should soon give me the first flowers of that species.
From Lymbourne Road I headed for Wade Court Road which I crossed to walk a
short distance along the footpath to Warblington and just beyond the path's
junction with Shawfield Road I was rewarded with a single flower of Herb Robert
which has survived to this late date. Back on Wade Court Road the next notable
plants were the Winter Heliotrope outside Wade Court - today I smelt their strong
fragrance for the first time and was lucky to find a single flower on the clump of
Butcher's Broom.
Passing Langstone Mill Pond I noticed a bulky Heron's nest in a tree on the far
side and my binoculars showed me a single Heron was standing erect on the nest
- although I have no proof that his presence showed an interest in starting to
breed I guessed that the bulkiness of the nest might be the result of his having
been adding sticks to the existing structure and so marks the start of his breeding
season - we will see! On the pond just four Swan cygnets were present - one
more cygnet was with the two adults in the outflow stream and three more
cygnets could not be seen anywhere - it would seem the last year's family is
breaking up and I guess the adults will soon be driving the cygnets away and
asserting their right to the pond as their breeding territory. Also seen in the
Langbrook outflow near the Mill was my first Common Gull of the winter.
From Langstone High Street I crossed the main road and walked south to the
Sailing Club area to walk north up the cycleway beside which I found two 'first
flowerings' - first was a single plant of Cow Parsley, the second was a single plant

of White Comfrey. I then had a look at the water round the mouth of the
Langbrook Stream where I added several bird species including a group of
Shoveler feeding unexpectedly in the sea and several Turnstones flying in ahead
of the rising tide.
From Mill Lane I took the inland path across the South Moors, diverting into the
'orchid field' in the hope of finding Marsh Marigolds in the pond at its north end,
and probably putting up some Snipe from the wetland. To my surprise the pond
was dry and all I saw were a couple of very small Marsh Marigold plants with no
hint of flowers. Continuing along the footpath the Southmoor Lane I had better
luck with the Goat Willow tree which overhangs the exit gate from the nature
reserve - my binoculars showed me that at least one of the silvery closed flower
buds had opened to show its rich display of golden anthers. Walking up
Southmoor Lane I was surprised to find several flowers on a plant of Common
Mallow and on the walk back along the north of the Langstone Technology Plant I
found the single plant of Meadow Buttercup still had two flowers. Finally the
roundabout at the south end of Park Road South into Havant had a surprise sight
of multiple flowers on a single ancient plant of Heath Groundsel and there was
another surprise as I turned off Park Road South towards Homewell - here were
several fresh plants of Sun Spurge with the fresh yellow 'flower bowls' on their
topmost leaves - I cannot recall ever having seen this plant growing within Havant
town before.
Sat 31st December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Influx of Cattle Egrets continues, more bird species starting to sing, Small
Tortoiseshell on the wing and Lesser Celandines will soon be in flower.
Single Cattle Egrets had been reported in Dorset and Kent on Dec 3 with one at
Chilling in Hampshire on Dec 4 and on Dec 7 a total of 12 were reported in the
UK. The first local bird was seen at Warblington on Dec 11 when the UK total had
risen to 31. On Dec 12 there were two at Warblington and on Dec 14 Hampshire
had a new bird in the Marchwood area beside Southampton Water (that single
has remained in that area up to the month end). By Dec 17 the UK total was up to
51 and on Dec 19 a flock of 13 were present at Newquay in Cornwall and on Dec
20 3 were seen at Warblington, increasing to 4 on Dec 26 and to 5 on Dec 30. At
Newquay the flock was up to 18 on Dec 27 and the UK total was reported as 49
on Dec 30 (note that the UK Totals reported on the RBA site are the sum of
individual reports from birders who probably cease to report birds in their area
when the number there has been static for several days).
I heard my first Song Thrush song at dusk on Nov 30 and have heard one or
more here in Havant on most days since then - when the sun is shining in the
morning they sing then but since Dec 27 I have heard one singing locally after
sunset as they have done in many past winters - hence Thomas Hardy's famous
poem 'The Darkling Thrush' which you can read at Thomas Hardy's Darkling
Thrush. Other birds which I have heard singing in late December include Blue Tit
(from Dec 28), Coal Tit, and Great Tit plus those heard throughout the month
(Robin, Goldfinch, Starling, Dunnock, Collared Dove, Wood Pigeon). A Great

Spotted Woodpecker has been drumming within earshot of my garden on several
days from Dec 22 to 31. Song reported by others includes Mistle Thrush,
Goldcrest, Skylark, Woodlark and no doubt others such as the Serin which has
been at Newhaven and was noted as singing on Dec 24.
Any birder who uses the Rare Bird Alert service to guide their twitching (or who
uses the website at http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/RealData/dailysummary.asp to
keep in touch with current rarities) will know there are always many unusual birds
scattered across the British Isles and occasionally some of these get a mention
on the radio or television causing non-birders to get excited. Two examples of this
occurred during December - the first caused a friend living in Nottingham to
phone me to tell me that a rare Dusky Thrush had been seen in Derbyshire with
the result that I included details of this story in my blog entry for Dec 19. More
recently I was asked for details of the Blue Rock Thrush in Gloucestershire which
had somehow got into the national news and caused the Daily Mail to describe
the impact of this bird and its many twitchers in a column which can be seen
online at Blue Rock Thrush twitch.
Turning to other recent aspects of wildlife four butterfly species have been seen in
December. Red Admirals have been seen on ten days during the month (one was
flying in an ambient temperature of -5 Centigrade!), Brimstones were reported in
both Sussex and Hampshire and Peacocks were seen on four days (all in
Sussex) but the most surprising report was of a Small Tortoiseshell at Burgess
Hill in Sussex on Dec 29. Just in December was the last report for the year of a
Common Darter dragonfly seen in Cornwall on Dec 1.
Tomorrow I will be out looking for the first flowering plants of 2017 and while I do
not intend to make a lengthy outing I should see two species which I noted today
during a trip to the local shops. One was Grey Field Speedwell, the other a freshly
flowering plant of Guernsey Fleabane. Hazel catkins will be easy to find but my
special interest is in finding the first Lesser Celandine flower among the rapidly
growing leaves to be seen at two sites where these plants were in flower by midDecember last winter......
Wildlife diary and news for December 19 - 25 (Week 51 of 2016)
(Skip to previous week)
Sat 24th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First Hazel catkins starting to open, Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming
close to my garden, and the Dalmatian Pelican leaves Cornwall.
On Dec 21 Trektellen reported a Great White Pelican in the Netherlands,
reminding me that I had seen no recent reports of the Dalmatian Pelican which
has been in Cornwall since May 2016. A summary of birding in Cornwall during
November told me that the Pelican had left Cornwall on Nov 20 and had
subsequently been seen in Germany, suggesting that, with its spring breeding
season approaching, it was heading east to find a mate. A BIRDGUIDES
summary of this bird's visit to England says that it was initially reported as a Great

White Pelican so the recent report of that species in the Netherlands could mean
that the bird from Cornwall is still wandering around the near continent (but I have
no evidence for that suggestion). To read the BIRDGUIDES summary go to
Dalmatian Pelican in Cornwall.
Nearer home the morning of Dec 22 was the first since Nov 30 that I heard no
Song Thrush song but on that morning I did hear two bursts of Great Spotted
Woodpecker drumming from the trees lining the Billy Line where it passes my
garden - so far that has not been repeated. Other birds reported singing recently
(beside the Robins, Wrens, Collared Doves and Great Tits) have included Corn
Buntings in Hampshire, Woodlarks in East Sussex and at least one Serin at
Newhaven today.
Recent additions to my wildflower list have been an odd plant of Tall Melilot on
Dec 22 and Hazel catkins starting to open today when I also saw what I think was
Green Field Speedwell here in Havant (the flowers were all closed and I could not
be sure they had the uniform deep blue colour). Also seen were the very first tiny
leaves of Common Whitlowgrass which I do not expect to be flowering for several
weeks. By the Lymbourne Stream I found more plants of flowering Dog's Mercury
to confirm my sighting in Pook Lane on Dec 20.
Tue 20th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Now 3 Cattle Egrets (plus Kevin Stouse) at Warblington and the first Dog's
Mercury flowering in Pook Lane. At Chichester Great Crested Grebes are
displaying on Ivy Lake.
Visiting my wife's grave at Warblington with my daughter we were met by birders
who had seen 3 Cattle Egrets and when we walked to the seawall west of the
cemetery we found more birders (including Kevin Stouse, who discovered the
long staying Cattle Egret there on 18 Dec 2011) were watching the group of three
at the north end of the field immediately west of the cemetery. Back at home the
Cornwall Birding website told me that yesterday (Dec 19) there were 13 Cattle
Egrets at Newquay on the north coast (not sure if they were in a single flock but
this is the biggest count I have seen for one area) and there were another 5 at
Sancreed on the south coast of the county.
To complete my family outing today we walked west along the seawall and turned
up Pook Lane to return to the car at Warblington Church. Nearing the north end of
the unmade-up section of Pook Lane I spotted a single young plant of Dog's
Mercury with mutiple catkin-like flowers half hidden among the mass of this year's
old plants which have not yet succumbed to winter! Another first of the
month/coming year for my wildflower list.
Other items in todays news that attracted my attention were a report from
Dungeness of 200 Guillemots heading west yesterday, possibly heading for our
Hampshire coastline. Another item was a report on the Selsey blog of one pair of
Great Grested Grebes displaying to each other on Ivy Lake at Chichester.
Mon 19th December

(Link to previous day’s entry)
Four birds currently in the news - Pacific Diver, Dusky Thrush, Desert
Wheatear and Cattle Egret - plus Graeme Lyons 2016 rarity round-up.
Today's scan of bird news on the internet discovered that the Pacific Diver which
has been in the Penzance area during recent winters, but has not been seen
there since April of this year, was back there today (Dec 19). As I know nothing
about this species I thought I would search for more detail and this led me to the
description of a first encounter with the species by a Norwegian birder in 2015.
You can read this at First encounter with a Pacific Diver. Having had my appetite
whetted by the story of the Pacific Diver I found a more recent description of how
an inexperienced birder in Derbyshire looked out of her bedroom window to see
what birds might be in her garden and saw a thrush which she did not recognize
but which, when identified, attracted a massive twitch to see a Dusky Thrush in
the grounds of Chatsworth House. Read this one at Dusky Thrush in Derbyshire.
Another bird that has been in the news recently is Desert Wheatear. The bird that
was in the Bexhill area from Nov 28 to Dec 9 has not been re-discovered but the
one that has been at Thurlestone in South Devon since Nov 8 was still there on
Dec 18. If you want more info on this species see Desert Wheatear. The fourth
species currently in the news is Cattle Egret and from today's scan I discovered
that the birds I have been commenting on in Devon, Dorset, Hampshire and Kent
(where one has been present in a winter wheat field - devoid of cattle - in the
Reculver area from Dec 6 to 19) are only a small part of the total currently in
Britain. The RBA website reported total of 22 on Dec 13 increasing to 33 on Dec
14 and to 51 on Dec 17.
Other reports which caught my eye today were from Farlington Marshes where,
on Dec 18, the number of Short-eared Owls had increased from 3 to 5 and the
number of Avocets was up to 68. Also on Dec 18 another Short-Eared Owl was
seen on Thorney Island, perched on a fence post beside the 'canal' running south
from the west end of the Little Deeps to the Great Deeps. A litle further north
Emsworth Harbour had a large flock of 178 Knot on Dec 17.
Finally for today I see that Graeme Lyons, the Sussex Wildlife Trust ecologist,
has listed his top ten finds for the past year which you might find of interest when
planning your target species for 2017 - I'm pretty sure I have seen one of them
(Stinking Chamomile) on the Chidham penninsula in past years. Read Graeme's
list at Graeme Lyons top ten for 2016.
Wildlife diary and news for December 12 - 18 (Week 50 of 2016)
(Skip to previous week)
Sat 17th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Brent Geese have started to leave us but 5 Waxwing are seen in
Southampton. Three butterfly species on the wing this week and I notice

Almond blossom in Havant and get a close view of one of the Warblington
Cattle Egrets today.
The first signs of Brent Geese starting to head back to their breeding area usually
come in January though the numbers heading east are small and we do not
notice the movement here in Hampshire. Maybe things will be different this winter
with hundreds already heading east past Dungeness - 300 passing on Dec 14
and 840 seen leaving on Dec 15. Further evidence comes from Selsey Bill where
79 were counted heading east on Dec 14 with 10 more following on Dec 16. An
unrelated sighting on the HOS website for today is of 5 Waxwings in
Southampton's Townhill Park.
Another sign that some wildlife think that our winter is over was seen in my own
house this week when the small bunch of hibernating Ladybirds, that have been
motionless on the inside of one of my window frames since southern England
experienced Locust-like swarms of them in the last week of October (if you have
forgotten that event see BBC account of Ladybird swarms), woke up and flew off.
Another sign of unusual insect activity this week was the activity leading to 14
reports of Red Admirals on the wing in Sussex on Dec 14 (with smaller numbers
on other days) plus single reports of both Brimstone (at Clayton on Dec 13) and
Peacock (at Waltham Brooks on Dec 14 - reported on the Rye Harbour website).
For the details of these sightings see Recent Sussex butterfly sightings)
While I was out on my bike today I was surprised to see a mass of fresh young
Nettles in full flower (just south of Warblington level crossing gates after turning
out of the cycle track along the north side of Warblington School). Earlier in the
day bright sunshine in Havant illuminated the pink blossom on the first Almond
tree I have noticed in flower, reminding me that when I was passing through The
Parchment housing off South Street a couple of days back one garden had an
Oregon Grape (Mahonia aquifolium) bush in full flower - if you are not familiar
with this name see Mahonia aquifolium flowers
I see that two people reported sightings of the Warblington Cattle Egrets today
but both were viewing them from Church Lane. If anyone wants at closer view of
at least one of them I suggest they view the cattle feeding frame from the main
A259 near the layby to the east of Church Lane. While the viewing is still through
the hedge you are much closer to the feeding cattle here and one of the Egrets
was active among their legs
Wed 14th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk to Langstone in today's sunshine finds 25 Winter Heliotrope flowers
at Wade Court and Lesser Celandine leaves appearing at several site and
hears two Dunnocks singing. Also some comments on the Warblington
Cattle Egrets.
A walk to Langstone this afternoon started with my first Pellitory of the Wall
flowering for this month (Brian Fellows had seen this flowering in Emsworth on
Dec 5) and when passing White Ladies Close on the Emsworth Road I added

Common Fumitory to my month list. Nothing more down Wade Court Road until I
reached the southern end of the made up section of Wade Lane and found 25
flowerheads of Winter Heliotrope (some in full flower but not yet giving off the
strong vanilla scent which earns this plant the name Petasites fragrans). I read
that this plant was intoduced to Europe from North Africa and is now common in
southern England where it has managed to spread despite the total absence of
female plants. Its leaves prevent sunlight from reaching the ground and this has
caused it to be named as an undesireable invasive species - see The Guardian's
list of undesireable alien plants
At Langstone Mill Pond it was clear that the seawall path had been overtopped by
the 5.2 metre high tide at 11.17 this morning and this is likely to make it difficult to
walk along the seawall for the rest of this week at the high tide (12.06 on
Thursday, 12.57 on Friday, and maybe also on Saturday at 13.51 though the tide
will only reach 4.9 metres on that day). The Mute Swan family with their 8 cygnets
were all on the pond when I passed but I saw no Heron activity to indicate the
start of their nesting.
Walking up the narrow path from the shore on the west side of the Lymbourne
stream I noticed that, when nearing the gate into the large open field, the base of
the garden fence on the west side of the path was lined with what is variously call
Stagshorn or Candle-snuff fungus - see Stagshorn/Candlesnuff fungus photos
and when I was near the Havant Bypass I left the Billy Trail to walk beside the
stream looking for early Lesser Celandine flowers - none showing yet but fresh
leaves can be seen a few yards south of the tree trunk which has fallen across
the stream. I also found fresh leaves at a couple more places on my way home, in
particular on the east side of the southern end of the eastern road running north
through Juniper Square (there was a massive display of the flowers here where
they had started to flower as early as November 18 in 2015 though in the
previous winter they did not start flowering until Jan 6 and were not abundant until
Jan 24). My only other note of interest for this walk was that I heard two different
Dunnocks in song as well as the expected Robin and Wren plus the now daily
Song Thrush song.
I have not yet been to look for the two Cattle Egrets at Warblington but I see that
their arrival on Dec 11 closely followed a general increase in the number being
reported in the UK (RBA reported a total of 12 in the country on Dec 7 when the
flock at Nottington in Dorset increased from 2 to 6 birds with a 7th at Radipole,
and by Dec 11 RBA was reporting a total of 31 in the UK including the flock of 7 in
Devon at Teigngrace.
Wildlife diary and news for December 5 - 11 (Week 49 of 2016)
(Skip to previous week)
Sat 10th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The Desert Wheatear may have left the Sussex shore but Crossbills are
mating, Dunnocks are courting and the Emsworth Spotted Redshank is

back at Nore Barn where the Brent Geese now have 49 juveniles among
them.
Crossbills are always among the first birds to nest in southern England and
yesterday one pair were seen mating among a flock of 30 in Ashdown Forest.
One website tells me .. "Breeding is dependent on the cone crops and in some
years they may start breeding in August and continue through the winter and in to
spring" .. so mating at this time of year is not unusual. The same website tells me
that .. "If the weather is extremely cold and the female is unable to brood the
chicks all the time they can reduce their metabolic rate to save energy." In this
these young are like those of Swifts which can go into a state of suspended
animation if bad weather prevents their parents returning to the nest for several
days. Another bird showing, by its wing-flicking courtship display, that it is already
keen to start breeding is the Dunnock and this was also reported yesterday in
Hampshire. These signs of spring came to mind in a different context when, in the
course of a phone call that had nothing to do with birds, a friend mentioned that
today's sunset time for London (15.51) was the earliest for this winter and would
remain static at that time until Dec 15 when it would once again start becoming
later though Day Length (the difference between Sunrise and Sunset) would
continue to decrease until the official Winter Solstice on Dec 21, increasing by 3
seconds on Dec 22. If anyone is interested in seeing these figures they should
visit Winter Solstice details
Coming back to bird news I see from the SOS site that Desert Wheatear, which
has been at Normans Bay near Bexhill in Sussex since Nov 28, has not been
seen since Dec 9 but better news from Sussex is of 46 Pochard on Ivy Lake at
Chichester today (Dec 10) - several sites have up to now been reporting very low
numbers of this species. Similar good news comes from Emsworth where the
Spotted Redshank was back at Nore Barn on Dec 9 after a two week absence,
even more encouraging was a large increase in the number of juvenile Brent at
Emsworth yesterday allowing Brian Fellows to record 49 young among a total of
638 Brent and suggesting that these geese may not have had as poor a breeding
season as earlier counts have suggested - maybe the familes with young are only
now reaching Britain?
Another bird getting a mention on Brian Fellows blog for today is a Green
Woodpecker seen on the ground in an Emsworth garden, the reporter expressing
surprise that it .." was not pecking wood " .. but spent 40 minutes jabbing into the
ground with its beak. Anyone expecting to see this species hammering trees in
search of hidden insects, or drumming as part of their breeding behaviour, should
read the RSPB webpage on this species at Green Woodpecker facts which
describes their diet as .. "Ants, ants, and more ants. They use their strong beak to
dig into ant colonies and eat the inhabitants.". Another website at more Green
Woodpecker facts tells us that .. "Compared to other woodpeckers, Green
Woodpeckers have relatively weak bills. When excavating their nest holes in
trees, they usually only chisel into soft wood, and they rarely drum to
communicate."
One other local sighting today is of yet another single Swallow seen at Church
Norton today. Further afield the Devon Birds website today reports the sort of

Avocet numbers that I expect to see from the Exe estuary. Yesterday I quoted
200 as the number of Avocets there but today there was an estimate of 450 to
500 birds there.
Fri 9th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A flock of 7 Cattle Egrets in Devon, a second Smew at the Oysterbeds and
the flock of Avocets at Farlington Marshes increases to 63 while the first
Lesser Clenadine leaves appear by the Lymbourne stream.
Today's news from Devon is of a flock of 7 Cattle Egrets at Teigngrace, a little
east of Dartmoor and not far north of Newton Abbott. With others elsewhere in
Britain RBA today reports a total of 12 in Britain plus another late Swallow in
Dorset on Dec 7 when RBA also gave a total of 26 Shorelarks in Britain and a
single Rough-legged Buzzard in Norfolk.
On Dec 8 a second Smew was in Langstone Harbour, seen from the Southmoors
and on Dec 9 the Solent Reserves website told us that 63 Avocets had been
reported at Farlington Marshes, beating the record 60 seen there on Dec 5.
(Down at Exmouth the count on Dec 8 was given as 200!)
On Dec 7 a Mistle Thrush was singing at Titchfield Haven, reminding me to keep
an ear open for one in the trees around Wade Court where a pair were seen
earlier this year - last spring, on Mar 27, I heard one singing from the trees lining
the Lymbourne Stream running alongside Wade Court at Langstone and today I
found the first fresh leaves of Lesser Celandine beside that same stream giving
hope that the first spring flowers of this plant will soon appear.
Tue 6th December
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Another late Stone Curlew in Dorset and the first Surf Scoter in Devon plus
a Merlin at the Oysterbeds where the Black-necked Grebe count increased
to 15 and the Farlington Marshes Avocet count to 60. Both Peacock and
Red Admiral still flying and Pellitory of the Wall still flowering at Emsworth.
Local bird news for me starts with Song Thrush song which no one else seems to
have noticed though I have heard it daily from several birds in the Havant area
since dusk on Nov 30. These are presumably birds which have recently arrived
from the continent and are singing to establish winter territories. This morning two
birds could be heard from my garden in trees along the section of the Billy Line
north of the East Street bridge. Much rarer were two reports of Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers - a male seen in Devon on Dec 3 and a female at Coldwaltham
near Pulborough Brooks on Dec 5. Two other rarities in the latest news are a
second Stone Curlew (in addition to the one I have alredy reported at Ellanore in
Chichester Harbour) seen at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) on Dec 4 - same day as the
Ellanore bird - and the first Surf Scoter of the winter seen today (Dec 6) on the
south Devon coast. Another new arrival yesterday was a flock of 17 Tundra Bean
Geese at Reculver on the north Kent coast.

A good local sighting was of a female Merlin hunting along the Langstone harbour
shore at the Oysterbeds today (Dec 6). Also at the Oysterbeds the count of Blacknecked Grebe increased to 15 today while the number of Avocets at Farlington
Marshes was reportet as 60 on Dec 5 (I think this is a Hampshire record for a
winter flock). The Desert Wheatear was still at Normans Bay on the Sussex coast
today and further east a normal Wheatear was a late sighting at Folkestone in
Kent on Dec 4 where one of several recent Cattle Egret sightings was reported on
Dec 3 (when another arrived at Nottington in Dorset). Further reports have been
from Piddinghoe on the Sussex Ouse on Dec 5 and from Reculver in north Kent
today (Dec 6).
Yesterday (Dec 5) a Red Admiral flew into my garden and today a Peacock
butterfly was active at Rye Habour. Also on Dec 5 Brian Fellows found Pellitory of
the Wall flowering in Emsworth - although there are plenty of plants still to be
seen in Havant I have not found one with the flowers shown in Brian's photo.
Brian also has a photo of Winter Heliotrope more advanced towards full flowering
than those I have seen at Wade Court though I expect the much higher night time
temperatures this week will bring many more into flower - I will also be looking for
the first Lesser Celandine and Dog's Mercury flowers.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 4 (WEEK 48
OF 2016)
Sun 4th December
Late birds include both Osprey and Stone Curlew in Sussex where an
escaped Crested Caracara was even more unexpected. In Cornwall a
Common Darter dragonfly was still active on Dec 1 and by Dec 4 my
wildflower count had reached 39 species.
Birders at Ellanore south of Thorney Island were very surpised to see a Stone
Curlew touch down on the Chichester Harbour shore on Dec 4 and others by the
River Ouse near Lewes had another late migrant in the shape of an Osprey
(latest date for Sussex was Dec 9 in the past). Another late departing summer
bird was a Swallow seen in north Devon on Dec 3. Also seen on Dec 3 were
single Cattle Egrets, one at Folkestone and the other in Dorset (both newcomers
to those sites). Locally the first redhead Smew was seen at the Hayling
Oysterbeds on Dec 3, reviving my memories of a Smew which turned up on the
IBM Lake and stayed throughout the winters of 1985,6,and 7. (Checking these
dates in the Hampshire Bird Reports for those years I was interested to see that a
Smew was also reported in the Emsworth area in 1985).
Dec 3 also brought a sighting and photo of a Crested Caracara from East
Chiltington, a few miles north of Lewes. The photo can be seen at Crested
Caracara photo and information about this species can be found at Crested
Caracara facts.

The only insect news for December so far is of an active male Common Darter
seen on Dec 1 at Marazion near Penzance in Cornwall but locally I see that
Hampshire Wildlife Trust is hoping to recruit more volunteer wardens to work at
Farlington Marshes. No special qualifications are needed but you can discover
what the job entails and how to apply by reading How you can become a Warden
at Farlington Marshes.
My search for wild plants in flower in December has so far found 39 species
including two Strawberry Trees which I see are members of the Heather family.
For a photo showing their tiny white bell shaped flowers and their Strawberry like
fruits see Flowers and fruit of the Strawberry Tree. Another garden shrub
currently in flower is Montpellier Broom (Genista monspessulana) which can be
seen at Photo pf Montpellier Broom in flower.
Wed 30th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Full Song Thrush song at dusk after my first Cetti's Warbler song this
month plus my first red berries on Japanese Spindle and two flower buds
on Winter Heliotrope.
A walk to the South Moors this afternoon gave me Red Hot Poker in flower in
Brookside Road connecting the west entrance to Langstone Technology Park to
the north end of Southmoor Lane which took me down to the Southmoors shore
where the call of a Turnstone prepared me for the report of 32 there earlier in the
day seen by J Simons who also saw a female Merlin 'screaming across the
saltmarsh like a bullet' and counted 32 Red-breasted Mergansers. Nearing the
Langbrook stream I heard a single Cetti's Warbler singing.
Leaving the Southmoors by the bridge over the Langbrook stream I was excited
to see a mass of red berries on the Japanese Spindle overtopping the wall of the
Mill House (I see that my flower book by Fitter, Fitter and Blamey call this
Evergreen Spindle but if you are in doubt about the plant I am referring to see the
photo at Euonymus japonicus photo. Passing Langstone Mill Pond I saw no
Egrets in the trees but the Swan pair still had their 8 cygnets with them out on the
mud. Reaching the southern end of the Wade Lane road outside Wade Court I
found two flower bud stems on the Winter Heliotrope and when passing the
Lymbourne Spring area in the dusk I heard full song (my first of the winter) from a
Song Thrush in the Lower Grove Road area.
Back at home a brief scan of the SOS 'Going Birding' website told me that 4 more
Waxwings had been seen today in the Crawley area and that the Desert
Wheatear was still in the Bexhill area at Normans Bay. I also checked out Brian
Fellows news which included sightings today near the lake in the Staunton
Country Park of both a Red Admiral and a fresh looking Speckled Wood which a
few years ago was rarely seen after the end of September
Tue 29th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Cow Parsley flowering at Warblington, Crossbill and Chiff Chaff singing, a
Scaup at the Hayling Oysterbeds, 8 Jays near Rowlands Castle and the 2
Swan Geese fly home to Arundel.
A short cycle ride in this afternoon's sunshine found a single plant of Cow Parsley
flowering in Warblington Church Lane but I could not refind the single unopen
flower stem of Winter Heliotrope that I detected on Wade Lane outside Wade

Court house on Nov 27 when I also found Herb Robert flowering in the
Warblington area.
My scan of the internet this evening saw that a Crossbill had been singing in
Woolmer Forest on Nov 28 when a Chiff Chaff was singing at Overton near
Basingstoke. Today's news that caught my eye was of a Scaup at the Hayling
Oysterbeds (where the number of Black-necked Grebe had increased to 10) and
a party of 8 Jays passing through Dean Lane End near Rowlands Castle while
from Sussex comes a report of 2 Swan Geese at the Arundel Wetlands Reserve,
almost certainly telling us the origin of the two which were at the Amberley Wild
Brooks further up the River Arun on Nov 24 and 25. Also seen at the Arundel
Wetlands today were two passing Waxwing. In East Sussex the Desert Wheatear
was seen again at Cooden Beach today and there was proof from RBA that the
south Devon bird was still there.
Mon 28th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First reports of Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming and Smew at
Dungeness plus a gathering of 50 Snow Buntings in Norfolk and a flock of
12 Great White Egrets arriving from the continent.
A report of a Desert Wheatear on Cooden Beach near Bexhill in Sussex today
made me wonder if this was the same bird that has been giving Devon Birders
close views since Nov 8 but a check on the BIRDGUIDES website at Desert
Wheatear sightings shows that the Devon bird was still present three hours
before the Sussex sighting though the bird that was in Lancashire up to Nov 20 is
no longer there. A couple of other recent sightings that may be of interest are of a
gathering of 50 Snow Buntings in Norfolk (reported on Nov 27 by Trektellen) and
of a flock of 12 Great White Egrets flying in at Dungeness from the continent on
Nov 26 and continuing north to an at present unknown destination - I take this to
be an indication that this species is starting to follow the Little Egrets in becoming
a common sight in England. Another species which arrived at the Dungeness
RSPB reserve on Nov 26 was a single Smew (presumably a female redhead
rather than the less common but more eyecatching male) but a visit to the
Birdguides website shows that at least 10 others were to be seen in England in
the last two days and by scrolling down and clicking on the photo of a white
plumaged male that was at Lunt in Lancashire last April you will see why the
photo is captioned 'What a stunning bird' - to see all this go to Smew sightings
and photos.
Another report which caught my eye was of a Great Spotted Woodpecker
drumming in the Ashdown Forest (East Kent) on Nov 27 and of a Waxwing (heard
only) flying over Hill Head (Titchfield Haven area) on Nov 26 - this is the third
report of the species in Hampshire that I have seen (one near Basingstoke on
Nov 12, twelve in the Botley area on Nov 18 and now this one).
More late butterfly sightings are of a Brimstone flying in Waterlooville on Nov 25
and of a Comma somewhere in Sussex on Nov 26. Also on Nov 26 the British
Dragonfly Society has a report from Leicestershire of a Blue-tailed Damselfly
seen at a most unusual date - the report reads ... "I came down this morning to
find a male blue tailed damselfly in resting position on a kitchen cabinet door.
Looked in good condition. Still alive, movements in abdomen & legs. Found dead
on floor later." This suggests to me that recent sunshine has caused the damsel
to emerge very early when it was unable to cope with the conditions.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 21 - 27 (WEEK 47 OF 2016)
Sat 26th November
Todays news includes the first Forster's Tern in the UK since 2003, a
Nelson's Gull and two Dragonfly species still flying yesterday.
Today's bird news includes a Whinchat in the Hampshire Avon valley, seemingly
healthy but having an injured wing, and another late Swallow seen over The Fleet
north of Weymouth. At Selsey Bill 3 Great White Egrets were seen to come in off
the sea and to fly on north but the best south coast sighting was made at
Folkestone where the second ever Forster's Tern to be recorded in Kent was
feeding and resting on the beach. It seems that this bird had been seen in Suffolk
from Nov 19 to Nov 21 and was the first of its species to be recorded in the UK
since 2003. Two photos of it can be seen in the Nov 26 entry at Folkestone Birds
and you can read more about this north American species at Forster's Tern.
In north Kent the bird sightings at Reculver for Nov 25 include "an interesting gull
fly by. I'm pretty certain that it is a hybrid Glaucous x Herring, the so called
"Nelson's" Gull. The primaries and secondaries are too dark and the underparts
too blotchy for it to be a pure Glaucous Gull". For a photo of that bird see
Probable Nelson's Gull and for more information on this hybrid see Info about
Nelson's Gull
A check on the British Dragonfly Society website showed that more Common
Darters had been seen in Cornwall, Northamptonshire and Norfolk on Nov 25 and
that what was probably a Southern Hawker was seen at Frensham in Surrey on
that same day
Finally Nik Knight was walking along the northern edge of the Nore Barn wood at
Emsworth on Nov 24 and found ripe Raspberries in the hedge/fence separating
the path from the field - I guess the plant was introduced there by the
Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) during their recent work on the hedgerow.
Fri 25th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Four butterfly species still flying today after strong winds drag 'Sea Mice'
from their underwater habitat.
Sunshine today brought sightings of Small Tortoiseshell, Brimstone,Peacock and
Red Admiral in Sussex (see Butterfly Conservation Sussex sightings). Just one
day earlier the Dungeness Bird Observatory was reporting several Sea Mice
washed up along the tideline after recent storms had forced them from their
underwater habitat under offshore sand - find out what these creatures are at
Wikipaedia description of Sea Mice.
Here in Havant a short walk this afternoon gave me two unexpected plants in
flower - one was Grey Field Speedwell with its tiny deep blue flowers, the other
was a single plant of Hedge Mustard with numerous white flowers.
Yesterday I said that I would be looking out for more wild Barnacle Geese after
the migrants from Russia arrived yesterday in the Netherlands and today I saw

that a small flock of 24 Barnacles had arrived in the Exe estuary on Nov 24 (with
a few also appearing in the Poole Harbour area) but these were almost certainly
members of the Greenland population which had overshot their normal
destination in western Scotland and Ireland. There is a third major population
which breeds in Svalbard and winters in the Solway Firth. So the birds in Devon
and Dorset are not the ones I am expecting from the Russian population which
may have overshot the Netherlands.
Other reports which appeared among the Hamphire sightings today were of
communal night roosts of Magpies (125 at Fleet Pond and 51 at the Lower Test
Marshes) and Redwing (550 at Fleet Pond). Also of interest the Selsey blog today
reported 56 Divers heading west (20 of them were identified as Red Throated)
and finally the Sussex bird reports for today have a photo of the two Swan Geese
which were first seen there yesterday - the photo can be seen at Swan Geese at
Amberly Wild Brooks).
Thu 24th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Stand by for migrant Barnacle Geese and maybe a Red-breasted Goose. In
the meanwhile we do have 2 Swan Geese.
18,080 migrant Barnacle Geese arrived in the Netherlands today with a single
Red-breasted Goose. We do not normally see migrant Barnacles here in southern
England but on 26 Jan 2015 Peter Raby watched a flock of 75 fly west over
Langstone which were almost certainly migrants and it will be interesting to see if
some of the migrants that have just arrived in the Netherlands do fly on to
England. The single Red-breasted Goose whose arrival in the Netherlands was
also reported on Trektellen today also revived memories of an individual that
spent each winter from 2006 to 2013 at various sites along our south coast, being
a fairly regular visitor to Farlington Marshes and once being seen by me off
Langstone Mill. Also in the Sussex bird news today were 2 Swan Geese seen on
Amberley Wild Brooks today among a flock of Greylags by Dave & Jean Killick.
These were almost certainly escapees from some wildfowl collection and if you,
like me, have not heard of this species before you can read about them at
Description of the Swan Goose from Mongolia
Another Sussex sighting today was a flock of 250 Stock Doves feeding in stubble
just west of Kingley Vale. Back in Hampshire I see that the count of Purple
Sandpipers at Southsea Castle increased to 13 yesterday (Nov 23) but it seems
that the two Snow Buntings which were there up to Nov 16, and were then
reported as just one bird until Nov 18, have not been reported since that date.
Nov 23 brought the first report for this winter of a young Shag in Langstone
Harbour entrance - probably from a nest on the Isle of Wight.
Wed 23rd November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Sweet Violets flowering in St Faith's churchyard and some interesting fungi
seen in Sussex plus an unexpected Swallowtail butterfly in the Emsworth
area.
Passing St Faith's church in Havant today I saw at least 8 Sweet Violet flowers
were open - the first had appeared there on Nov 1 but the churchyard was
subjected to a close mowing on the next day and no more have dared to raise
their heads until now! Also seen today in a Rectory Road garden as I continued
my walk to Langstone was an unexpected Antirrhinum which had just opened its

first flower but I still have not seen a Winter Heliotrope flower among the many
leaves lining the southern end of the made up section of Wade Lane (they usually
start to appear a few days after the first frost of the autumn)
For those interested in uncommon Fungi I see that Graeme Lyons (the West
Sussex ecologist) has published another edition of his irregular blog which is
worth a visit at News of Sussex Fungi (see both the Nov 12 and Oct 13 editions of
Graeme Lyons blog) Another news item from Sussex appears on the Sussex
Butterfly Conservation website telling us that a continental type Swallowtail
butterfly (not one of our native species found in the Norfolk Broads) had been
seen and photographed on 'the downs north of Emsworth' on Nov 13. As this is
an unusual date for the species to be on the wing I am pretty certain that it was
bought from an organisation which supplies both Swallowtail and Monarch
butterflies for release at Weddings, Funerals, etc to brighten up the occasion you can see their website at a website advertising live butterflies for release at
weddings.
More unexpected but genuine dragonfly sightings have appeared on the British
Dragonfly Society website since Brian Fellows surprisingly late sighting of a
Common Darter at Nore Barn on Nov 11. There have been eight reports since
Nov 11 , the latest being of 2 Common Darters in Kent on Nov 19. All eight
reports have mentioned Common Darters but one dated Nov 13, also from Kent,
also reported one Migrant Hawker and one Willow Emerald damselfly.
Late reports of summer migrant birds include a Wheatear seen near Romsey
today (Nov 23) and a single Swallow in Cornwall yesterday (Nov 22). Also on Nov
22 a Desert Wheatear, which has been in south Devon since Nov 8, was still
showing well. To see several photos of it search the Devon Birding website at
Devon Birding website

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 14 - 20 (WEEK 46 OF 2016)
Fri 18th November
Chris Packham tells us that Red Foxes can 'see' the earth's magnetic field,
the HOS 'Kingfisher' magazine tells us of a new site of Wild Clary on
Hayling, and a walk to Langstone finds the lone Black Swan once more off
the Mill Pond.
Yesterday afternoon I happened to turn on my TV to find I was watching Chris
Packham telling us about 'The wonder of Animals' - in this case about Red Foxes
- and I learnt that scientists believe that Foxes can detect the earth's magnetic
field and combine the direction of the field heading for the magnetic pole with
information from their ears to enable them to pounce on a mouse even when it is
hidden under snow. To get the full story watch the I-player (starting 9 minutes 30
seconds into the programme and ending at 13 mins 4 secs in) by going to Chris
Packham on Red Foxes Chris says that this makes the Fox the first animal known
to use the magnetic field in its hunting but I recall watching another TV
programme (back in July and no longer available) in which Jim Al-khalili told us
that Robins have sensors in their eyes which enable them to see the magnetic

field and to use that information to guide their migration journeys - I suspect that
many other species as well as Robins and Foxes have this ability.
Today the HOS Kingfisher magazine arrived in my letterbox and the section on
recent HOS Walks (in particular Doug Kelson's report on the walk he led on Oct 2
in the Hayling Oysterbeds area - see the first paragraph on page 33) told me that
he had found a second plant of Wild Clary in flower in a different place to the
plant which I found on Oct 6 and described in my blog for that day. I am not sure
where Doug found his plant but I think it was on the short footpath linking the
wartime Pillbox on the Billy Trail/Coastal Path to the West Lane 'bends' and I am
pretty certain it was in a different place to my find.
Also today I noticed a sudden outburst of yellow flowers on the Winter Jasmine in
my garden before I set out on a walk down the Billy Line to Langstone and found
another garden flower (which I think is Jasminium nudiflorum and looks very
similar to Wood Sorrel with Shamrock like leaves and white flowers) had started
to flower on the north side of the track where it starts to curve just before reaching
the main road. After crossing the road and passing the end of Mill Lane I notice a
scattering of ripe Sloes on the ground and looked up to see a Grey Squirrel
perched on the leafless branches of the Blackthorn tree from which it was
stripping these fruits.
Coming home past the Royal Oak I saw the local Mute Swan family on the sea
and on the Mill Pond trees I counted 31 Little Egrets roosting - I suspect this
number will soon decrease as the Egrets move inland from the coast for the
winter and this was backed up by a report on today's HOS sightings of 19 Egrets
roosting by the Basingstoke canal in the Greywell area just south of the M3
pasing Hook. Also seen here on the still high water off the pond was the lone
Black Swan that has been seen intermittently in the Langstone Harbour area for
several months and is not part of the family of four that was seen off Langstone
on Nov 13 and then off Tipner Lake in Portsmouth Harbour on Nov 14 before
returning to Langstone on Nov 16.
Wed 16th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The first Waxwing seen in Hampshire in what seems to be a major invasion
A lone Waxwing was seen at least twice in the Overton area near Basingstoke on
Saturday Nov 12 and this caused me to look at the Twitter site devoted to
Waxwing sightings which showed me that these fascinating birds started to reach
the UK from Sep 22 and have become increasingly numerous and widespread
since the end of October. Flocks of more than 200 have been reported and the
majority of sightings have been on the north east coast of England (from Norfolk
up to the Scottish border) though there have been sightings at Charmouth in
Dorset, Graveney in Kent and from Surrey. At least one person thinks the
numbers predict a hard winter and that we should all see them before long. To
get a feeling for the current invasion I suggest you scan the Twitter website at
Waxwings UK Twitter site
Another bird that may soon appear in our area is the Siberian Chiff Chaff of which
there have been four recent reports. On Nov 10 one identified itself by singing in
Devon, on Nov 11 one was reported at Ringstead on the Dorset coast east of

Weymouth, on Nov 12 one visited the Portland bird observatory and on Nov 13
one was at East Prawle in Devon. Another more unexpected bird was in our area
when a Ring-necked Parakeet was seen and heard in a Deanlane End garden
just north of Rowlands Castle. It looks as if we may have seen the last Swallows
and House Martins for the year:- the last Swallow reported in Hampshire was on
the West Solent shore on Nov 8 but since then 2 were seen at Yarmouth on the
IOW on Nov 11, one was at West Compton in Dorset on Nov 13 and another was
at Durlston, also in Dorset, on Nov 14. The last House Martins I have seen
reported were 2 at Selsey bill on Nov 4.
Latest butterfly reports include a pristine female Holly Blue at Plymouth on Nov 12
while the Common Blue at Shoreham Harbour was still flying on Nov 15 along
with 2 Clouded Yellows. Red Admirals were seen at three Sussex sites on Nov
15. Locally a Common Darter seen by Brian Fellows at Nore Barn on Nov 11
seemed likely to be the last for the year but the British Dragonflies website now
has reports for Nov 13 of four in Gloucestershire plus two in Surrey and five in
Cornwall while 20 were seen in Buckinghamshire on Nov 13 and one was seen in
Ayrshire on Nov 15. Other late dragonflies were a Migrant Hawker and a Willow
Emerald, both in Kent on Nov 13 and two Southern Hawkers in Cornwall on Nov
11.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 7 - 13 (WEEK 45 OF 2016)
Sun 13th November
A walk to the South Moors gives me a view of the Langstone Pond Swan
family all wearing bright green waterlines for Remembrance Sunday plus a
Verdigris fungus and a Red Admiral.
My walk started with a sight of the Spindle tree in the Lymbourne triangle
conservation area still carrying a full crop of delicate pink 'berries', followed by a
surprise view of cultivated Gladioli in a North Close garden and a brand new
growth of Giant Polypore fungus in a garden on the west side of Wade Court
Road roughly opposite Elm Road.
No sign yet of the Winter Heliotrope I am expecting outside Wade Court, but
recent rain has begun to create muddy patches in Wade Lane from which I got a
good view of the strangely plumaged Buzzard (its brown feathers speckled with
white) perched on the fence posts crossing the pony field south of the Wade
Court house (now having neither horses on its grass or wildfowl in its still dry
'flooded areas').
Reaching the harbour edge I found the spring tide (5.2 metres predicted) was at
its top but not overtopping the path round the pond. Surprisingly I could only see
4 Egrets and 4 Grey Herons sitting out the high tide in the trees but on the pond
the whole Swan family (2 adults and 8 cygnets) was present, each dramatically
dressed with a bright green 'waterline' which they had probably aquired as they
swam in from the harbour through a layer of green algae lifted to the surface by
the rising tide. On my way down I had been told of this strange colour by
someone returning from the pond who had also seen a family of 2 adult Black
Swans accompanied by 2 black cygnets which I did not see but which were also
noted on John Goodspeed's website as being there on Nov 11 - could they have
come from Riverside Park in Southampton where a pair of Black Swans hatched
6 cygnets in March this year to join 5 cygnets from 2015?

Reaching the South Moors shore I saw plenty of Wigeon but little else though I
eventually noted 4 Rock Pipits flying separately low along the tideline and pitching
onto the shingle plus 3 presumed Meadow Pipits with lighter under-plumage and
sticking to the landward side of the cattle fencing. Also here the local Kestrel was
hovering unsuccessfully.
Reaching the end of Southmoor Lane I found that the parking meter was now in
use - so anyone intending to park here or on Budds Mound should come with £2
(which lasts the whole day) - not sure if it is free at week-ends. From the viewing
bench overlooking the Pools I noted at least 11 Little Egrets and was told that a
Green Sandpiper had been there before I arrived but the only unexpected sight
was of a Fox in the sewage works so I headed home up Southmoor Lane seeing
a single fresh Verdigris Fungus showing its distinctive blue-green bell shaped
slimy cap - see Details of Verdigris Fungus from the internet .
Reaching the Hermitage Stream just south of the A27 underpass a fresh Red
Admiral landed beside me, prompting me to end with the latest butterfly and other
insect sightings I am aware of:
Southern Hawker dragonfly seen at Selsey on Nov 2
Common Darter seen at Nore Barn on Nov 11
Clouded Yellow seen at Lee on the Solent on Nov 11
Brimstone seen at Keymer in Sussex on Nov 11
Large White somewhere in Sussex on Nov 6
Small White somewhere in Sussex on Nov 6
Small Copper seen at Wartling in Sussex on Nov 2
Common Blue seen at Shoreham on Nov 11
Red Admiral seen in Havant on Nov 13
Small Tortoiseshell seen at Shoreham on Nov 3
Peacock seen near Titchfield Haven on Nov 2
Speckled Wood seen near Titchfield Haven on Nov 2
Hummingbird Hawkmoth seen at Dungeness on Nov 2
Fri 11th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A lengthy cycle ride in today's sunshine gives me my first Song Thrush
song of the winter and six new flowers for November.
This morning I cycled to the Farlington Marshes area where Small Scabious and
Tall Melilot were new for the month - the Melilot was effectively a large leafless
bush with no sign of leaves or seeds but lots of fresh looking flowers. While there
I looked for Avocets in Broom Channel (yesterday Trevor Carpenter had seen
fifteen from the Eastern Road bridge) but saw none.
Instead of returning to Havant via the cycleway along which I had come I took a
route I have never used before, going north on the east side of Eastern Road,
initially alongside the St John's College Playing Fields which gave me two more
wild flowers - one was Travellers Joy (Clematis vitalba) still in flower, the other
was Tailing St John's Wort which identified itself by being prostrate and having
two ridges down its stem and no translucent patches or black dots on its leaves or
petals.
From the Eastern Road I turned into Fitzherbert Road and then along Havant
Road back to Bedhampton where I followed the edge of Bidbury Mead and New
Road before taking the path up the east side of the Hermitage Stream opposite

the Kwik Fit garage. Here I heard my first autumn Song Thrush song but failed to
see any Green Sandpiper in the stream. From Stockheath Common I followed
Blendworth Crescent to the Petersfield Road where I found Annual Wall Rocket
flowering opposite the end of Crossland Drive, going home without seeing any
flowers on the Greater Periwikle var Oxyloba in the hedge around the Havant
Health Centre.
With the sun still shining after lunch I rode east to Brook Meadow where Wild
Angelica was still flowering on its southern boundary. Being in the area I went
north up Lumley Road to confirm that the Periwinkle var Oxyloba was not
flowering there (though I did find major works to create a new bridge over the
Lumley Stream at the southern end of the streamside cottages). To end my
outing I rode on to Nutbourne and saw my first Avocets in the Bay before coming
home with my November flower count at 136 species.
Tue 8th November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Chinese Mugwort, Narrow-leaved Pepperwort, Ploughmans' Spikenard and
others bring my November flower count to 124 species.
On Nov 6 I had visitors and did not have time for a lengthy outing but a short walk
to exercise their dog added five species to my November list - the most exciting
two were Hedge Woundwort (which I thought had ceased flowering for the year)
and Strawberry Tree (of which a specimen in a Montgomery Road garden was
quite unexpectedly covered in tiny white flowers). That outing also found a
second Sweet Violet in St Faith's churchyard despite recent close mowing.
Today I set off on foot for the Bedhampton and Broadmarsh areas with my first
target being the Himalayan Balsam in the Hermitage Stream - this had all
vanished from the area where excess water from the Bedhampton spring flows
into the stream but I did see a Grey Wagtail there. A little further on, where the
footpath starts to run alongside the railway, there were still a few yellow petals on
the remains of the cluster of Dark Mullein plants. Before getting this far I had
added both Fatsia japonica (sometimes called the Paper Plant and to be seen at
Photo of Fatsia japonica from the internet and Intermediate Periwinkle (a
cultivated version distinguised from the other Periwinkles by the very pale blue
flowers) to my list when passing through the gardens of The Parchment flats off
South Street in Havant plus Black Medick flowering beside Town Hall Road.
After passing Bedhampton Mill and crossing the A27 footbridge I reached the
roundabout at the end of Harts Farm Way where a single plant of Common
Mugwort retained the silvery outer coating to its flower spike but also had the
brown petals to show it was flowering and nearby a single plant of Tufted Vetch
had two fresh clusters of bright blue flowers. Following the cycleway down beside
the slip road to the west bound A27 I came on a substantial plant of Wild Parsnip
with fresh yellow flowers. After the cycleway separates from the road I soon found
Blue Fleabane, Yellow-Wort, and (most unexpected) a plant of Ploughman's
Spikenard in flower. After seeing these I turned back to head for home but, just
before reaching the exit from the cycleway onto the Broadmarsh grass, I saw
something that I have not seen for a good many years and which used to flower
in October in the place where I saw several flowering plants today. This was
Chinese Mugwort (Artemesia verlotiorum) which is easy to distinguish from our
Mugwort both by its time of flowering (starting in October when common Mugwort
has normally withered and died) and by its structure - see the photo of it at Photo

of Chinese Mugwort showing red not brown petals and longer leaves. Also seen
at Broadmarsh on the way home were one plant of fresh Teazel and a tatty
example of Japanese Knotweed. Back at the Langstone roundabout in Havant a
couple of plants of Narrow-leaved Bittercress had newly appeared on the road
side of the metal rail around the north-west quadrant.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCTOBER 31 - NOVEMBER 6 (WEEK 44
OF 2016)
Fri 4th November
A visit to the Warblington shore brings my November wildflower list to 101
species.
This morning I cycled down Pook Lane to the Warblington shore, then walked
along it to Conigar Point where I checked the newly sown corn fields and was
rewarded with both Round-leaved and Sharp-leaved Fluellen still in flower, before
adding a few more flowers in the Nore Barn wood area and having a private
viewing of the excellent show put on by the Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, and
Grey Wagtail supported by the massive flying chorus of Wigeon and the stately
'skating show' put on by three Swans and a pair of elegant Pintail on the ice
smooth water.
Last time I came along the Warblington shore I was impressed by the massive
show of fresh flowers on the Tamarisk gallica trees but these now look a bit
dowdy, and after rounding the blunt concrete nose of Conigar Point to reach the
gap in the field hedge which gives access to the arable fields I was surprised how
many 'weeds' were thriving along the edges of the plough. Immediately inside the
break in the hedge was a mass of Field Madder with one or two plants of Field
Woundwort and as I walked west I soon spotted the distinctive pointed leaves of
Sharp-leaved Fluellen and, on holding up the lengthy chain of leaves, noticed at
least two flowers among them. Reaching the west end of the field where a well
worn dog walking path gives access to the next field I went through and turned
north up the far side of the hedge where several plants of Sun Spurge had fresh,
bright yellow, petalless flowering parts. Also here was a mass of Black
Nightshade and at least one plant of Round-leaved Fluellen.
Rounding the northern end of the hedge I walked back across the centre of the
first field but saw nothing but young corn growing. Returning to the shore I was
confronted by the corpse of a dead Fox cub with a rigid snarl of defiance on its
face - I can only presume it had been shot by the wildfowlers who operate here.
Next stop was halfway along the southern edge of Nore Barn Wood where I
added Butcher's Broom to my list of flowers on the bush where I had found my
first flower for the current season on Sep 6th. Turning back to ride round the west
end of the wood I parked my bike at the southern end of the Selangor Avenue
path before walking through the farm fields to the pond at the end of the eastern
stream where I had no difficulty in seeing the small white flowers of Brookweed.
Back on my bike I rode to the east end of the wood to watch the Spotted
Redshank show and to find Sea Aster flowering on the saltings.
It was now raining so I headed home via Beach Road and Brook Gardens to the
main Havant Road which I crossed at the Selangor Ave junction where a single
large plant of Spear Thistle had at least two fresh flowers. Just one more flower,
White Campion, went on my list as I was passing the north side of Warblington
School on the new cycle path, bringing my month total to 101 species with

hopefully quite a few more species still to be found in the Harts Farm Way and
Broadmarsh areas.
Wed 2nd November
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Around 72 wild flowers seen so far this month when I have not been busy
selling my house.
My failure to update this blog recently has been caused by my decision to
'downsize' and move into a retirement flat and as I have now found a suitable flat
in the Mengham area of Hayling, and have two prospective buyers for this house
in Havant coming to look at it tomorrow, I am hoping that the hard work on my
part is coming to an end and I will be able to return to my normal pursuits while
the lawyers and estate agents pursue their calling. Hopefully the 'change of life'
may be completed by Christmas.
For those who may be interested in the plants I have found flowering this week I
will start with the first Sweet Violet of the new season which was out in St Faith's
churchyard on Nov 1 (but had been mown down by a 'short back and sides' grass
mowing by Nov 2). Also on Nov 1 I was pleased to find Storksbill flowering
outside the front door of the block of flats where I hope to be living and where I
also think I found a small clump of Least Yellow Sorrel (Oxalis exilis) still flowering
though as this is an uncommon species, for which I had previously only come
across one site, I will need to re-check it before being certain I was not looking at
a starved specimen of O. corniuculata.
Today, with wall to wall sunshine and little else to occupy my attention during the
morning, I took a lengthy walk around Havant and found some 70 plants in flower
among which some of the more interesting and unexpected were Caucasian
Stonecrop (in a Waterloo Road garden), Red Campion, Ladies Bedstraw, (both in
Havant Cemetery) Evening Primrose, Borage, (in a New Lane garden) and - most
unexpected of all, four plants of Weasel's Snout of which one plant still had a
single flower open (this in the New Lane allotments).
In the Langstone area Southbrook Road gave me Dove's Foot Cranesbill and the
Langbrook streamside had Yellow Flowered Strawberry, Water Figwort and a
mass of Water Forget-me-not while the Langstone roundabout area had a freshly
flowering plant of Heath Groundsel and another of Corn Sow-thistle (Sonchus
arvensis), With a frost forecast for tomorrow morning I will be keeping an eye
open for Winter Heliotrope to start flowering in Wade Lane outside Wade Court
but there are plenty of other flowers that I expect to see in the next few days.
First thing this morning a Blackbird was perched outside my bedroom window and
when I came downstairs another was active in the garden where I have not seen
one for some time, and this (plus several other sightings during my walk) gave me
the impression that there has been an influx of winter visitors. Also seen when
passing the Havant multi-storey carpark, a Pied Wagtail on its roof reminded me
that that building (plus Tesco and the trees around its car-park and garage) are
places where big night roost of these Wagtails build up in the winter.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCTOBER 17 - 23 (WEEK 42 OF 2016)
Sun 23rd October
Tamarisk flowers make a great shoreline display at Warblington.

This afternoon in warm sunshine I walked to Warblington Church and on to the
arable fields in the south-east corner of Warblington Farm in search of the arable
weeds which usually appear after the year's harvest has been gathered in. The
two specialities I was hoping to see were the 'rayed' form of Groundsel which I
have seen in many years in the large field through which the 'Church Path'
connects the Church to Nore Barn Wood, and the Dwarf Spurge which usually
appears in the field immediately behind Conigar Point (see Field V in the map at
See Field V behind Conigar Point in the map of Warblington Farm.
There was plenty of the normal rayless form of Groundsel (in which the flowers
are cylindrical, shaped like shaving brushes, and do not have the outward
pointing terminal ring of petals seen in Daisies and most other members of the
Daisy family) in Field T alongside the Church Path but I did did not see any of the
uncommon 'rayed' form which results from hybridisation with Oxford Ragwort and
which can be see on the website at Photos of the Rayed form of Groundsel
Also in Field T there good specimens of Sun Spurge but neither there nor in Field
V (which is the only place I have ever seen it) could I find the much less common
Dwarf Spurge which had presumably been eliminated during the recent sowing of
the autumn Wheat. Nevertheless I walked south over the newly sown Wheat and
along the southern fringe of Field V where I found both Field Woundwort and
Field Madder (both of which I have already found elsewhere this month) before
taking the unofficial exit onto the shore just east of Conigar Point from which I
walked back to Langstone along the shore.
Both before and after reaching the outflow of the Warblington Castle stream I was
surprised and delighted to see a magnificent show of fresh blossom on the
Tamarisks which line the sea wall. I have already commented on the autumn
flowering species of Tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima) whose flowers are
decidedly pink and can be currently seen in the grounds of Langstone Sailing
Club - see Autumn flowering Tamarisk - in contrast the ones which line our
shores are the very pale, almost white, flowered species tamarix gallica - see
Tamarix gallica from the internet and it was the profusion of these at this time of
year which surprised me.
Also seen in the outflow of the Warblington Castle stream were aroung 80
Wigeon and perhaps 20 Teal plus a pair of adult Swans which had come right up
to the outflow of the stream to drink the freshest water. With the tide almost full in
and no exposed mud I saw no waders here until I reached the Langstone Pond
shore where I saw a single Kingfisher leaving the pond and heading towards
Emsworth, and also heard and saw three Greenshank flying towards Langstone
Bridge plus my first half dozen Lapwing on the saltings just off the pond. The
adult swan pair were on the pond but had only two of their cygnets with them.
Mon 17th October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First autumn Dunnock song in my garden as 125 migrants arrive at
Portland.
Yesterday the first Mistle Thrush song was heard at Arundel and today a
Dunnock was signing in my neighbours garden - possibly just enjoying the
sunshine but maybe warning off continental Dunnocks looking for a good place to

spend the winter. The possiblity that continental birds are in the area is supported
by reports of 125 arriving on Portland on Oct 15, a small group seen on the
shingle of the north Kent Reculver beach on Oct 16 and 102 arriving on the north
coast of France on Oct 17.
Other species we can expect to see more of in the next few days are Chaffinches
(following many reports of large movements on the continent, including a report of
118932 on Oct 16 at one site in the Netherlands) and Woodpigeons (following
reports of up to 39342 at one Netherlands site on Oct 16). Another Trektellen
report which caught my eye on Oct 16 was of a Black-browed Albatross seen off
the Welsh coast - at a guess this is a further sighting of the bird seen off Cape
Wrath on Oct 9 rather than the more frequently reported bird off the east coast of
England (from Yorkshire to Norfolk) since Oct 5.
Also seen in my garden around midday today was a single high-flying dragonfly
(at a guess a Migrant Hawker) but despite the sunshine there were no butterflies
and for the first day for some time there was no entry on the Sussex Butterfly
Conservation site.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCTOBER 10 - 16 (WEEK 41 OF 2016)
Sun 16th October
The 'Herald of Winter' waxcap fungus is flourishing on my lawn and I am
now expecting to see Sweet Violets in flower.
While hanging out my washing in today's sunshine I found that a good show of
waxcap fungi had just pushed up through the grass on my lawn and while I could
recognize the bright green of a Parrot Waxcap and the large pinky yellow of a
Meadow Waxcap I could not remember the name of the commonest species
which was about 5cm tall, an overall greyish brown colour, had a sharply domed
cap and was covered in a thick slime. I tracked this down as being the ominously
named Herald of Winter (Hygrophorus hypothejus) - an example of this species
which is older than mine and has more flattened caps, but still retains the overall
greasy coating, can be seen at Herald of Winter waxcap.
While searching through my diary for the names of the Waxcaps on my lawn I
happened to notice that that it was on this day (Oct 16) last year that the first
Sweet Violet flowers appeared in St Faiths churchyard here in Havant so I walked
round there to look for them but with no luck though I did see Wall Lettuce still
flowering outside buildings on the north side of East Street and also found Fools
Parsley flowering in The Twittens. While checking on these flowers I also realised
that I should not have been so surprised to find Corn Salad flowering yesterday
as last year I also found it flowering in central Havant in early November.
A final thought for today is that I see that autumn Mistle Thrush song was heard
today at Arundel as was Cetti's Warbler song which Peter Raby heard on the
Warblngton shore yesterday. I wonder when the Song Thrushs will start cheering
us with their song?
Sat 15th October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First reports of juvenile Brent and the start of the Fungus season plus a
very unexpected wildflower in Havant.

The first mention of juveniles among the Brent Geese came from Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 14 when 7 juveniles were among a newly arrived flock of 53 in
that harbour, to be followed on Oct 15 by news of 4 juveniles among the Brent in
Pagham Harbour on Oct 15 (today). Hopefully these are the first indications of a
much better breeding season that the Brent had last year.
Two other signs of the arrival of normal winter wildfowl on our local shores are a
sighting on Oct 14 of 17 Shelduck off the Langstone South Moors, possibly
marking the start of the return of these birds from their moult off the north German
coast. From further afield on the north Kent coast comes the first report that I
have seen of Goldeneye arriving, just one flying west past Reculver this morning
(Oct 15).
Oct 12 brought a sizeable increase in the arrival of Fieldfares - locally Oct 12
brought the first report of a flock of 50 Fieldfares heading north over Hayling and
a flock of 1741 in Lancashire that day. Surprisingly only yesterday (Oct 14)
Portland had a late Cuckoo and the following butterfly species have been see in
Sussex on or after Oct 9 - Clouded Yellow, Painted Lady, Red Admiral, Comma,
Speckled Wood, Large and Small White and more surprisingly Brown Hairstreak,
Common Blue, Wall Brown, Peacock, Small Copper, Meadow Brown. I have not
checked all the dragonfly reports but I see there were plenty of Common Darters
still flying at Brook Meadow on Oct 11.
A very unexpected wild flower, Keel-fruited Cornsalad, was out in Havant
yesterday (Oct 14) and some as yet unidentified Fungi are beginning to emerge
from my lawn but if you are interested in unusual fungi I suggest you have a look
at Graeme Lyons blog enty for Oct 13 (I think all his photos can be enlarged by
left-clicking on them and using the 'back button' to restore the smaller size - to
see Graeme's blog click Some rare Sussex Fungi.
Thu 13th October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk around Leigh Park and Denvilles adds a new plant name to my index
and brings my total of flowering species for this month to 146.
Yesterday afternoon the sunshine invited me to take a local walk on a route which
I have not explored for some time and the first result was that outside the New
Lane allotments I came across a Holly Tree already covered in fully red berries that was a colourful sight and slightly early in the season but at its foot was a
much more unexpected sight of a Weasel's Snout plant having a second
flowering. Close by it Japanese Honeysuckle was flowering and a bit further up
New Lane the warm sun was filling the air with the strong sweet small of
Ebbinge's Silverbery, often planted as a hedging shrub - if you are not familiar
with this shrub click the following link to see a photo of its laurel-like leaves and
the small white flowers which give off such a strong scent - see Photo of
Ebbinge's Silverberry from the internet
Turning off New Lane into Downley Road I found Great Mullein still flowering,
together with a small young plant of Fennel, in the small cul de sac on your right
where the road turns left. I then took the narrow path which leads to a footbridge
over the railway and crossed to the Denvilles side before taking a path between
the houses to the Southleigh Road. Along this path I came across a different
garden escape shrub which I have often seen in the past but whose name I did
not know - as this was in flower and qualified for my list by being clearly not
planted or tended to be any gardener I determined to identify it and did so with

the following photo - to see it click Photo of Himalayan Honeysuckle from the
internet. This shrub has the latin name 'Leycesteria formosa' but had two English
Names - I think the preferred name is Himalayan Honeysuckle but others call it
'Flowering Nutmeg' though I have yet to discover what the connection is to
Nutmeg (which is a bigger tree with very different fruit/nuts).
One other flower seen on this walk which had almost certainly been planted in a
garden but had by its nature as a climber escaped over the garden wall was a
Potato Vine which has atractive flowers which you can see by clicking - Photo of
Potato Vine flowers from the internet
Tue 11th October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Mute Swans now flying as are big numbers of Pied Wagtails and a good
selection of Butterflies including Painted Ladies.
Several reports of big numbers of Pied Wagtail, including a count of 270 at
Brownwich (west of Titchfield Haven) on Oct 9 show that they are now moving to
winter quarters while on Oct 9 there were still 700 House Martins passing over
Hastings and on 10 Oct 1086 Goldfinch were counted at Sandwich. Smaller
numbers of less common birds include a Richards Pipit on Portsdown on both Oct
9 amd 10, and what may have been 2 Stone Curlews - one at Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 9 and one at Durlston on Oct 10. Less exciting was my first sight
of 10 Mute Swans flying west off the South Moors on Oct 9.
Sussex butterfly reports for the past few days include sightngs of Small
Tortoiseshell, Brown Hairstreak, Common Blue, Speckled Wood, Red Admiral,
Wall Brown, Large White, Clouded Yellows and Painted Ladys with the latter
species appearing on TV last night in a 90 minute long documentary which is
worth watching though a bit tedious at time (0n I-Player at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07yqfkq ). The essential points were that this
butterfly begins its annual life cycle in the desert of Morocco, while its food plant
(thistle) is still green in March, but is forced to migrate by two factors - one is the
drying of the desert, killing off its food plant - the second is presence of predatory
wasps which lay their eggs in the caterpillars, killing many of them before they
can pupate. Those that escape the wasps fly north to Spain where they mate and
produce a second generation and it is this generation that flies on to Britain,
repeating the breeding process with their young continuing to fly north (some as
far as the Arctic Circle). As autumn starts those that can turn south making a nonstop flight back to Morocco to overwinter and be ready to restart the cycle next
year.
Two further points are important - one is that the huge numbers of this species do
not all head for Britain, many head east along the Mediterranian and will usually
survive bad summer weather that may affect Britain (or or other areas), and the
second is that when they decide to migrate they do so at high altitudes (a
kilometre or more) where we do not see them. A third factor can be see currently
- they do not all migrate and hence recently hatched young can still be seen here
in southern England - this no doubt accounts for Brian Fellows doubts about the
species bein able to fly back south in the autumn - maybe many will perish but
unless large numbers do return to Morocco their life cycle will end as I understand
that its as as difficult to to survive there through the summer as it is to survive
here through the winter.

For some light relief click 'Merveille du Jour' below to see a colourful moth that
rarely visits Portland - Photo of Merveille du Jour moth"
Wildlife diary and news for October 3 - 9 (Week 40 of 2016)
(Skip to previous week)
Sun 9th October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Now two Albatross off the British coast, lots more Ring Ouzels heading
south including 101 at Beachy Head, and 60 Spoonbills in Poole Harbour
plus other news of the past week.
Although not from the south coast my headline news this week is that the BlackBrowed Albatross which I mentioned in my previous blog entry has kept itself in
the news with three sightings on different days - on Wednesday it was heading
south off Yorkshire, on Thursday it had reached Cley in Norfolk and on Saturday
it was see again off north west Norfolk - while Friday brought a sighting from the
Cape Wrath area (the north west extremity of Scotland) which must surely
indicate the presence of a second bird. Here on the south coast Ring Ouzels are
still moving through in large numbers with a peak count of 101 at Beachy Head
on Oct 8 when 12 were reported from Portsdown and 35 from Butser Hill plus 30
on the Isle of Wight and 31 in a small garden at Fairlight near Hastings.
Coming the other way (arriving from the continent) are many other Thrushes and
among the many reports of Song Thrushes in the 'Remarkable' category on the
Trektellen site I noticed one count of 1544 for Oct 4 from a site which I was not
previously aware of called http://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/sightings which
includes data from an overnight sound recording unit and the original report for
Oct 5 on that website read .."Our night sound recording session also picked up
1544 Song Thrush calls throughout the night along with 61 Redwing and 40
Blackbird calls, 3 Ring Ouzel, 1 Skylark, 4 Robin, 1 Meadow Pipit, 1 Turnstone
and 3 Common Snipe." Also from Poole Harbour comes news that a UK wide
record was broken on Oct 7 when 60 Spoonbill were in one tight flock at Arne
(there had been as many as 60 in the harbour as a whole on one day last year
but they were never in a single flock).
Some notable sightings this week include a Red-flanked Bluetail at Beachy Head
on Oct 8, a Blyth's Reed Warbler at Portland on Oct 6, a Subalpine Warbler plus
a Little Bunting both there on Oct 5, the first Shorelark of the winter at Sandwich
on Oct 5 and what I assume were two separate Caspian Terns in north Devon
and at Penzance both on Oct 6. Another sighting of significance in Hampshire
was the first report of a Great Grey Shrike in the New Forest on Oct 7 while
another first for this winter on the south coast was a single Velvet Scoter at
Folkestone on Oct 6.
Thu 6th October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A surge of departing Ring Ouzels and a passing Albatross, a walk round
Thorney Island on Oct 2, and 139 wild flowers seen so far in October
including a new find of Wild Clary.
Ive spent most of my time during the past week looking for wild flowers but I'll
begin with an item of bird news that caught my eye yesterday in a report of a
Black-browed Albatross flying past the Bempton Cliffs near Flamborough Head in
Yorkshire and balance that with south coast reports of a mass departure of Ring
Ouzels starting on Oct 5 - these had been trickling south in September with just

seven reports of single birds during that month. Oct 2 brought a report of 2 at
Black Down in West Sussex (near Haslemere) and Oct 3 found 3 in the Seaford
area but Oct 5 brought reports totalling 34 from Sussex. Today (Oct 6) I have
seen reports of 45 in Sussex... Thrushes coming the other way today include at
least one Fieldfare at Durlston while there have by now been widespread reports
of both Redwing and Song Thrush already here in hundreds.
Closer to home Barry and Margaret Collins took a walk round Thorney Deeps on
Oct 2 and those who have not seen Barry's report on the SOS website may be
interested to see this copy of it ..."After being away for a couple of weeks it was
nice to get back to our patch. So we decided to just walk around Thorney Deeps
and recorded the following species: Osprey 3 on the east side of the Great Deep,
Buzzard 6, Sparrowhawk adult male, Kestrel 2, Little Egret 15, Green Sandpiper
1, Water Rail 2, House Martin 200, Swallow 250, Jay 2, Redstart 1 juvenile,
Stonechat 6, Whinchat 1, Cetti's Warbler 6, Chiffchaff 11, Blackcap 2, Goldcrest
2, and Kingfisher 4. Butterflies etc: clouded yellow 2, speckled wood 4, red
admiral 20, comma 1, holly blue 1, small white 6, small copper 1, common darter
4, and migrant hawker 6. (Barry & Margaret Collins)".
My local flower hunting has given me a total of 139 species so far this month.
Best and most unexpected find came this afternoon when I cycled to the Hayling
Oysterbeds and, among the 13 species that I added to the list, I found a lovely
fresh specimen of Wild Clary in flower. I had never seen this species until (a
couple of years ago) when I followed Brian Fellows directions to the small colony
growing on the grass verge of Christopher Way near its junction with New
Brighton Road in Emsworth. These plants are still surviving but have had to fight
a prolonged battle against being choked by coarse grasses and then, after
moving themselves by wind blown seed to the short grass of the council mown
roadside verge, being harassed by regular mowing. Those plants may well have
come from parents being grown in nearby gardens but there is no such likely
origin for the single plant I saw today on Hayling - to find it start from the shore
carpark across the main Hayling Road from the Texaco Garage (immediately
south of Langstone Bridge) and walk along the path which follows the shore of
the bay between Langstone Bridge and the disused rail bridge. As you leave the
access road to the shore carpark the path goes under the shade of trees and
when you emerge from their shade (before you reach a sharp bend in the path)
look at the northern edge of the path where the single plant is growing.
Mon 3rd October
(Link to previous day’s entry)
More Redwings in Hampshire plus a bat arrives at Rye Harbour after flying
from Latvia. Also my count of 103 wild flowers for the first three days of
October.
In my last entry I noted that Fieldfare and Redwing had started to arrive in
England and today I see that there were 22 Redwing at Whitehill in east
Hampshire (between Alton and Haslemere) and Trektellen reports flocks of 724 in
Staffordshire plus 640 in Cumbria (Trektellen also shows a major arrival of Brent
Geese with five flocks of 1000+ including 6489 at one Netherlands site).
Birds and Insects are not the only migrants in the news and the Rye Harbour web
site this morning told us that on the night of Sep 30 to Oct 1 25 migrant Bats
(Nathusius Pipistrelles) were trapped and ringed at Rye Harbour as part of a
project which you can read about at National Nathusius Pipistrelle Project. That

link has as one of its results from last year the recovery at Rye Harbour of a
ringed bat from Latvia which had flown a minimum of 1,462 km in 50 days. Also
on the Rye website this morning was the photo of a Death's Head hawkmoth
captured at a Fairlight moth trap at Fairlight near Hastings last night - it's well
worth a look at this photo - see Photo of Death's Head Hawkmoth.
One of the hghlights of my flower hunting over the past three days was to find a
single Early Dog Violet already in flower in the Langstone area. Another surprise
when I visited Brook Meadow in Emsworth was to find Common Comfrey in
flower where I was expecting Wild Angelica (though I did also find that). Two
other surprises in Emsworth were to put up three Rock Pipits from the Nore Barn
shore (couldn't be sure of their id but their soft calls and their reluctance to fly far,
plus their location at the water's edge, suggested Rock Pipit). Another bird
surprise as I was leaving the Christopher Way site (verge all close mown) came
as I was cycling north up Garland Road when a Buzzard flew low over the road
ahead of me and vanished from sight between the houses.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 26 - OCT 2 (WEEK 39 OF 2016)
Fri 30th September
First reports of Fieldfare and Redwing in England plus Red Admirals flying
south over the English Channel.
Fieldfare had been reported in the Netherlands on Sep 9 and 18 (max count just
7 birds) but today (Sep 30) Trektellen had a report from Painswick Beacon in
Gloucestershire of 4 seen there. Interestingly John Clark was watching visual
migration this morning over the Twesledown Racecourse near his north
Hampshire home in Fleet and saw the first 6 Redwing fly over heading south west
with 1720 Meadow Pipits - presumably both species had come across the North
Sea and carried on in the southwesterly direction rather than the northerly
heading we see with the Meadow Pipits that we are used to at this time of year
with the birds coming across the English Channel and passing over the south
coast as they have been doing since the first arrival of 120 birds at Christchurch
Harbour on Sep 7. Another hint of birds arriving from the continent can be found
in a report of 6 Jays moving over Trigpoint Hill in the south of the Test Valley
today and of 5 at Durlston. Another hint of movement to winter quarters came
from Blackdown on the Sussex border with Hampshire where the first two
Woodlarks were seen Another surprise at Blackdown was a juvenile male
Goshawk which made two low-level passes through this wooded area. In his
report of this on the SOS website Dave Burges described how the Carrion Crows
attempted to evade this predator, which weaves through the tree trunks close to
the ground, by flying up into the tree tops. Another 'possible only' sighting of a
Goshawk was made in the QE Country Park near Petersfield today. Another local
raptor sighting, distant so not confirmed, was made yesterday of a possible
Honey Buzzard flying from Nore Barn wood at Emsworth to north Hayling.

The first news of migrant butterflies attempting to return south came from Start
Point in Devon where more than 30 Red Admirals flew south west out to sea on
Sep 29 followed by another 10 plus 1 Clouded Yellow on Sep 30. A different
aspect of insect news came from Brian Fellows Emsworth Blog entry for Sep 29
in which he describes a report (with photo) of a Juniper Shieldbug in an Emsworth
garden and comments .. "The pinkish-red curved markings on the corium
distinguishes this from other green shieldbugs." .. As I had not come across the
term 'corium' before I found a useful page on the internet to answer this question see A web page on the anatomy of Bugs
Thu 29th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
House Martins leaving as more wildfowl arrive plus results of Little Tern
breeding at Pagham.
1,800 House Martins were estimated to be over the Blashford lakes this morning,
probably including some 740 which John Clark saw flying south west over the
Fleet/Farnbough area in two hours this morning and described as his first sight of
'visual migration' for this autumn. With them were 96 Stock Doves, the first time
this species has been noted on the move in Hampshire this autumn. Not all the
House Martins are now leaving - on Sep 26 one pair were still feeding two young
in a local nest at Westbourne in the Ems valley and on Sep 28 one pair were also
feeding young in a nest at Selsey.
Yesterday a total of 110 Pintail flew southwest over Titchfield Haven following a
flock of 80 which were seen crossing the Solent on Sep 18 and a report of 173 in
the Exe estuary on Sep 24. Locally a large flock of 300 Wigeon were in the mouth
of the Langbrook Stream on Sep 28. Other winter arrivals were reported at
Christchurch Harbour that day - 97 Reed Buntings, 52 Stonechats and 25
Goldcrests
For those who mourn the general decline in Little Tern numbers Ivan Lang
(Warden of Pagham Harbour) tells us that 13 pairs nested at the mouth of the
harbour this summer though they only managed to raise 11 juveniles.
Among the insect news the British Dragonfly Society webpage has reports of
Willow Emerald, Common Darter, and both Migrant and Brown Hawkers still on
the wing on Sep 28, many of them still mating. Among the moth news I see that a
very battered Convolvulus Hawkmoth was attracted to a lighted window in north
Emsworth on the night of Sep 26 and remained there to be photgraphed next
morning. I have not kept records of this species for this summer but I have the
impression that they have been unusually numerous - this impression is backed
up by the frequency of reports of migrant arrivals from the continent at Folkestone
which can be seen by scrolling down the reports, going back to at least Sep 4, on
Folkestone wildlife news
Wed 28th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)

More news from the internet.
On Monday (Sep 26) I spent much of the day searching the internet for interesting
wildlife news and updating my spreadsheet with the details of what I found, then I
left the computer 'asleep' while I had my tea and watched University Challenge
followed by Only Connect before returning to my computer to write my blog entry
describing the news which I had found interesting during the day.
To my surprise the computer was no longer asleep and the files which were on
the screen when I adjourned for tea had vanished. To cut a long story short
Microsoft had used my tea break to disrupt my normal procedure for updating my
blog by moving the files I used in that update process to new locations with no
explanation of what it had done or why - a repeat of the fashion in which, not long
ago, it had installed Windows 10 with no permission from me!
To make matters worse the BASIC program which I had written several years ago
to format the web pages which make up my blog, and which moves between
computers and operating systems had made inaccessible to me for updating,
could not cope with the new environment. That left me no option, other than to
buy a modern web page creation package, but to dispense with the simplified
formatting provided by my own (now inoperable) program and to laboriously write
all the necessary HTML tags for formatting the web pages.
By looking at the generated source code for recent web pages I think I have
found the correct tags and have created an index data set from which I can copy
and paste the tags that I need but that will inevitably add to the time for creating
each update. Now to see if this new procedure works!
First here are first mentions of winter visitors that we may be seeing soon. Not yet
reported in southern England three Snow Buntings were at a Netherlands site on
Sep 27 as was the first Bewicks Swan, while the first Bittern to be reported
arriving at Rye Harbour on Sep 23 can be seen at Photo of Bittern from the SOS
website
An adult Lesser Grey Shrike has been showing well near Plymouth since Sep 19
but the only mention of a Great Grey Shrike I have seen was of one in Belgium on
Sep 24. Other sightings in southern England during the past week were of a
Woodchat Shrike at South Efford in Devon on Sep 24 and two Hoopoes, one at
Newquay in Cornwall on Sep 23 and the other at Reculver on the north Kent
coast on Sep 25. Trektellen had two reports of large flocks of Chaffinch, one of
841 birds in Cumbria on Sep 26 and the other of 1594 birds at a Netherlands site
on Sep 27. Another common bird arriving for the winter is Dunnock with a flock of
29 arriving at St Catherines Point on the Isle of Wight on Sep 20, another flock of
29 at Reculver in Kent on Sep 22 and a flock of 197 at a Belgian site on Sep 27.
Reports of Song Thrush show numbers increasing rapidly as they start to move to
England for the winter - on Sep 20 a flock of 15 was in the Basingstoke area, on
Sep 21 275 were at a Netherlands site, on Sep 22 one Netherlands site reported
3,033 and a different site there had 303 before Sep 23 brought 6 flying north over
Christchurch Harbour.

A fall of Yellow Browed Warblers brought 205 to the Yorkshire coast on Sep
21(out of 284 in the UK as a whole that day) with another 5 at Dartmouth in south
Devon on the next day while at least one was reported somewhere in England
each day from Sep 20 to Sep 27 (nearest to Havant was one at Swanmore in the
Meon Valley on Sep 25). Finally a count of 37 Spoonbills at Brownsea Island in
Poole Harbour on Sep 25 was, I think, a new record for that harbour.
Turning to reports of Insects I noticed a report of a Fox Moth caterpillar from
Durlston on Sep 27. The adults are most likely to be seen from May to July but
the caterpillars are common at this time of year. For a photo of the caterpillar see
Photo of Fox Moth caterpillar from the internet and for more detail see Detail for
Fox Moth from Hants Moths (click 'Phenology (Larval) for peak time to see the
caterpillar). Other interesting reports were of a migrant Swallowtail butterfly at
Selsey on Sep 18. For photo (not taken at Selsey) see Photo of Swallowtail
butterfly from the internet. More recently a Death's Head Hawkmoth emerged at
Portland from a caterpillar found there on Aug 16 - see photo at Photo of Death's
Head hawkmoth at Portland Sep 26. Finally some news of interest to those
interested in the survival of Water Voles - on Sep 24 a MINK dead on a road in
the Alresford area.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER 19 - 25 (WEEK 38 OF 2016)
Fri 23rd September
A walk to Budds Farm, then across Langstone Bridge to Bridge Farm and
back via Langstone Pond
A forecast of unbroken sunshine sent me off on a long walk to Budds Farm,
where I saw two possible Ferruginous Ducks - for photo of this species see Photo
of Ferruginous Duck from the internet. My distant view of these ducks showed me
the right colour pattern and with the large and prominent white undertail area
which made me pretty sure they were not Tufted Ducks of which there were
several on the pond, one with lots of white on its face though not enough to make
me think it was a Scaup.
Before reaching Budds Farm I had spotted a new plant for the month starting to
flower in the Langbrook Stream just south of the A27 underpass - the hybrid
Water Speedwell - and along the South Moors shore Sea Wormwood was in
flower and the Langbrook Stream mouth had some 50 Dark-bellied Brent and my
first Wigeon. Heading south over Langstone Bridge I noticed Corn Marigolds
flowering in the Sailing Club grounds but failed to find any Green Nightshade in
the fields east of Bridge Farm though I did add Field Madder to my September
list.
Coming back over the bridge I went round the seaward side of the Ship Inn and
saw the yellow flowers of Fremontodendron californicum overhanging the seawall
path (for a photo see A photo of a Fremontodendron shrub from the internet)
before reaching Langstone Pond where a Southern Hawker dragonfly was an
unexpected sight and the Swan family was short of two cygnets which I had seen
with the Brent off the Langbrook stream - another sign that the family is splitting
up.

Back at home I saw reports of two young Cuckoos leaving Dungeness on Sep 21
and 23 - maybe the last to be seen this year - while recent winter arrivals included
the first Red-Breasted Merganser at Gilkicker near Gosport on Sep 23, 55 more
Robins arriving at St Catherine's Point on that same day, and 6 more Song
Thrushes heading north over Christchurch Harbour on Sep 2 and 50 Goldcrest
appearing there on Sep 21 (followed by 9 Firecrest on Sep 23).
Another unexpected sighting on Sep 23 was of a Roe Deer in Nore Barn wood at
Emsworth - it was only seen fleetingly as it dashed off when disturbed and may
have come from anywhere but it reminded me of at least one report from many
years ago of a Roe crossing the Emsworth Channel from Thorney to Hayling
Island - could the Nore Barn individual have come from the population of a dozen
or more on the open fields of north Hayling??
Thu 22nd September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
More recent news from the internet
Last week Sep 16 brought an influx of Robins with 70 present in the marshes at
Pennington and Monday of this week (Sep 19) brought more inconspicuous
winter visitors in the shape of Dunnocks with 15 seen on Ventnor Downs on the
Isle of Wight followed by 29 at St Catherine's Point on Sep 20. Also seen on
Ventnor Downs on Sep 19 were 6 Goldcrest with the first of the autumn at
Seaford on Sep 20. Probably not migrants were a flock of 50 Long-tailed Tits near
the Pagham Harbour Visitor Centre on Sep 19 but definitely winter arrivals that
day were 1260 Meadow Pipits at Sandwich plus 140 seen on Ventnor Downs
while Yellow Browed Warblers continued to arrive with one at Beachy Head that
day after RBA had reported 18 already in the UK on Sep 16 and one was seen at
Reculver on Sep 18 (another one reached Portland on Sep 20 and one was seen
to fly in off the sea on the Isle of Wight on the 21st).
Moving on to more impressive arrivals on Sep 19 a Lesser Grey Shrike was in the
Plymouth area and a White-rumped Sandpiper turned up at Pennington while two
Spotted Crakes were at Ardingly and Poole Harbour. Perhaps less impressive
was the first Guillemot for the South Coast seen at Pett Pools near Rye that day
plus a Lapland Bunting in Cornwall and single Rose Coloured Starlings at
Portland and Dungeness. The slightly unexpected sight of a Knot at Southsea
Castle on Sep 18 was followed by a sighting of one on the Isle of Wight
(Bembridge Foreland) on the 19th - maybe the same bird? Sep 19 also saw a
surge in departing Chiff Chaffs with 400 at Beachy Head and 200 at Sandwich
Bay while the almost daily passage of Honey Buzzards continued with one over
Ventnor Downs on Sep 19.
Most of the reports above were for Sep 19 but other recent dates have also
brought interesting news. As early as Sep 11 Pagham Harbour had 70 Wigeon
and there were 80 in the Exmouth area on Sep 15 when a total of 1600 were
reported in the Netherlands and by Sep 20 Langstone Harbour had 520 in a
single flock. A major arrival of Pintail on Sep 18 brought a report of a flock of 80
crossing the Solent to the Isle of Wight while that day also brought the first major

movement of 32 Avocet to Titchfield Haven. Sep 20 saw the first Black-necked
Grebe back in Langstone Harbour, seen in Bridge Channel just north of the
Oysterbeds. Also that day there was an interesting collection of wildfowl and
waders in the Langtone Pond area, including what I think is the first sight of both
Black- and Bar-tailed Godwits. Further north, in the Basingstoke area, a flock of
15 Song Thrushes may have been newly arrived conti

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER 12 - 18 (WEEK 37 OF 2016)
Sun 18th September
128 Egrets come to night roost at Langstone Pond, another Water Vole
sighting near Tesco, and a few more flowering plants near Farlington
Marshes.
Conditions were ideal for a check on the Egrets roosting at Langstone Pond this
evening. After a high spring tide at 13.23, preventing the Egrets from fishing for
much of the day the tide was fully out at 18.39, just half an hour before sunset at
19.10, encouraging the birds to make the most of the fishing opportunity and to
stay out till it was too dark to fish. When I arrived at 18.00 I could only see one
bird already in the roost and no more arrived until 18.45 after which a minimum of
128 birds came in up to 19.30 when I left. This just 4 more than I counted on Aug
25 but noticeably less than the 176 counted on Aug 31 by Peter Raby, confirming
the end of August as the peak time for the roost and showing that numbers have
already started to head down to their winter low of around a dozen birds.
After lunch I took a cycle ride along the Broadmarsh cycleway to the Eastern
Road roundabout, adding Goat's Rue, Blue Fleabane, Garden Asparagus, Red
Hot Poker and a leafy Hieracium to my September list. Passing Tesco on my way
home I had a brief view of a single Water Vole swimming across the stream in the
Langstone Gate office site.
I have not had time to make a full check of the internet this evening but see that a
massive flock of 220 Dark-bellied Brent arrived in Chichester Harbour today with
one Light-bellied juvenile among them to add to the confusion caused by the
movements of the Light-bellied birds this autumn.
Sat 17th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
At last Dark-bellied Brent reach north Kent and northern France. Also Redthroated Divers are off our south coast as Swallows depart and Robins
arrive.
Today (Sep 17) the Dark Bellied Brent started to arrive with a flock of 38 flying
west along the north coast of Kent and a flock of 16 seen at Le Clipon near
Calais. A photo of the flock passing Reculver in north Kent can be seen at Darkbellied Brent. A full list of the species seen there this morning (plus another photo
of some of the 137 Wigeon) can be found at Reculver blog for Sep 17. Also seen
at Reculver was a Red-throated Diver and this species has also been seen at

Selsey Bill on Sep 15 and at Hill Head (Titchfield Haven) on Sep 16. Before
seeing these genuine sightings I noticed that Christchurch Harbour were claiming
that two Dark-bellied Brent (one adult and one juvenile) had arrived there on Sep
15 and I have asked them if they are sure these were not Pale-bellied birds seen
swimming but I have had no reply so far.
Another influx of continental birds arriving to winter here was noted at Pennington
where Steve Keen found some 70 Robins in the saltmarsh early on Sep 16 and
the first report of a Yellow-browed Warbler that I have seen turned up on that
same day at Reculver in Kent ( the RBA site entry for that day reported a total of
18 in the UK though they only reported two on Sep 14 and just one on Sept 12 so
there seems to have been a massive influx in the last few days). The RBA site
also shows that Red-Backed Shrikes have started to arrive with just one on Sep
8, two on the 9th, and four on the 16th - one of these was at Halsey's Farm,
Selsey on the 15th and another was at Sandwich Bay on Sep 16.
The recent heat wave has given an unexpected list of late sightings on the British
Dragonfly Society sightings page, including many Common, Ruddy and Black
Darters plus Migrant Hawkers seen on Sep 13; fewer Common Blue Damsels,
Red-eyed Damsels and Willow Emerald Damsels on Sep 11; plus Southern
Hawkers, Brown Hawkers, Blue-tailed Damsels and Small Red-eyed Damsels on
Sep 8. No doubt there will be later sightings still to come.
Finally on Sep 15 I took a ride around Emsworth finding several Yucca plants
flowering in gardens (if you are not familiar with this name see Yucca plant in
flower). I also saw one late Great Mullein and a last flower on the Skullcap by the
Lumley cottages. Brook Meadow gave me Wild Angelica and Christopher Way
added Wild Clary while the extreme west end of the pedestrian crossing island on
the Main Road between Lumley Road and Queen Street had a mass flowering of
Shaggy Soldier bringing my September total to 210.
Wed 14th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A visit to Langstone South Moors gives me a positive sighting of 11 Palebellied Brent and brings my September flower total to 204 with the first Ivy.
This afternoon I walked down the Langbrook Stream to its mouth and found the
11 Geese which were first seen there on Sep 10 were surprisingly still there and
what I saw left me in no doubt that they were Pale Bellied birds. Although the tide
was low and they were at the distant water's edge my first view was of them out
of the water and showing nothing but white from their dark breasts to the
underside of their tails. After a time some disturbance among other birds there
caused them to take off but after a short flight they returned to land on the water
and my guess is that they are part of an early exodus from the Greenland area
which has brought more than 50 Pale-bellied birds south since Sep 3 when 9
arrived at Exmouth and 4 were seen over Hill Head near Titchfield Haven (this
group seemed to realise they were off course and turned west as soon as they
were over the sea). On Sep 4 another 36 birds reached Exmouth and a simliar
number were seen in the Weymouth area. By Sep 6 there were 41 Pale-bellied
Birds at Littlesea in The Fleet near Weymouth and on Sep 10 the group of 11
reached the Southmoors shore and have stayed there. None of the Dark Bellied
birds which have been seen in Chichester Harbour have shown signs of being
migrant arrivals from Siberia and they could all be accounted for as birds that
have summered here.

On my way down the stream I added Brooklime, Water Figwort, Tufted Forgetme-not and Yellow Flowered Strawberry to my flower list which, with a few less
exciting additions such as Meadow Buttercup and the Sea Campion on the
shingle of the shore. brought my month total to 204. Walking along the track
inside the sea wall I found what was probably the biggest display of Slender
Hare's Ear I have ever seen but all the plants had gone to seed and could not be
counted as still flowering. This, however, was more than made up for by the
discovery of Ivy in flower as I came home along Mill Lane at Langstone.
Shortly before reaching the housing of The Mallards on my way south I had a
chat with the owner of a streamside house that is not part of an 'estate' and
amongst other things he told me that he has had regular Water Vole sightings
throughout this year and knows of several of their tunnels in the stream bank
where there is little disturbance - he has seen at least one young vole earlier this
year,
My walk took me to the Budds Farm Pools where I saw over 50 Coot and smaller
numbers (less than 10 each) of Shoveler, Gadwall and Teal plus a very
unexpected pair of Swans with a single cygnet raising the question of whether the
Cygnets can already fly before acquiring any white plumage (there is no otherway
of getting into the pools). The mention of Swans remainds me that the Langstone
Pond pair and all eight cygnets were with the geese at the mouth of the
Langbrook. Finally I saw that a parking Meter has been installed just inside the
height barrier at the southern end of Southmoor Lane though it is not yet in use
Tue 13th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A visit to Havant Thicket brings my September list of flowering plants to 194
species plus further comments on the Red-Necked Phalarope on Thorney
Island and a Slow-worm in my garden.
My visit to Havant Thicket today added Cross-leaved Heath, Dwarf Gorse and
Devil's Bit Scabious to my September list but was more interesting for the large
number of Annual Wall Rocket plants flowering beside the Petersfield Road just
north of the junction with Bartons Road and also for my first sight this year of Wild
Radish in flower.
I see from Brian Fellows blog that Peter Raby had a good view yesterday of the
Red-Necked Phalarope on the Thorney Little Deeps and got a photo of it which
can be seen at Red-Necked Phalarope. Brian added his own comment on this
species but omitted two facts which I find interesting. The first is that the usual
roles of males and females are reversed and the female loses interest in her
family as soon as the chicks hatch (consequently we sometimes see the females
on their autumn migration as early as July though the males and young do not
reach us until much later). To discover more about their breeding see the section
on 'Biology' at Red-necked Phalarope biology. The second fact that I find
interesting is that the species does breed on the northern islands of Scotland and
seems to be extending its presence there - see Red-Necked Phalarope breeding
in the UK
Finally two observations in my own garden. Late this afternoon I found a Slow
Worm on my front door step and was able to identify it as a male thanks to Brian
Fellows recent comment that females and young have dark flanks while the
specimen that I found had an unmarked coppery colour. The Magpies which
frequent my back garden have more than once been seen to dash into a patch of

long grass and come out with a writhing Slow-worm which they quickly devour so
I moved today's find into thick cover in the front garden where the Magpies do not
appear. For more info on Slow-worms and photos of very varied colour patterns
they can show see All about Slow-worms
My second observation was of a Hummingbird Hawkmoth seen last Sunday
feeding on the Buddleia in the sheltered 'hot spot' in front of the metal garage
door, again in my front garden. I forgot to mention this in my last blog entry as I
have also omitted to mention a Hornet seen in Havant Thicket today.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER 5 - 11 (WEEK 36 OF 2016)
Sun 11th September
Plants, birds and butterflies on Hayling plus some unusual reports of Brent
Geese arriving locally.
I chose to visit Hayling Island today for three reasons - firstly to add more wild
flowers to my September list, secondly on the offchance that some early Brent
Geese had arrived, and thirdly because of the date - on 11 Sep 2001 I was doing
my weekly round of delivering the Wildlife Trust weekly Nature Notes posters of
which one copy went to the Hayling Tourist Info office and while there I heard the
first news of the 9/11 terrorist attack and was able to join the staff watching the
live TV reports from New York.
It is now two months since I saw flowers on Common Gorse but today I was able
to end that period with the sight of just two bushes starting to flower - both seen
from the Ferry Road, one opposite Sinah Warren and the other as I was passing
the Kench where I also found White Melilot still flowering. Other plants still
flowering on Sinah Common were Sea Radish, Rest Harrow, Thrift, Pale
Toadflax, Yellow Horned Poppy, Cocks Eggs and (new to the scene here) Sedum
spectabile (Ice Plant) and Large Flowered Evening Primrose. Before leaving
South Hayling I also noted Fennel and Annual Wall Rocket.
While having my lunch south of the Golf Course I watched several Wheatears
and spotted my first Small Heath as well as numerous Small Coppers. Heading
home via Northney I paused in the churchyard where a lone Southern Hawker
was on patrol and I added Rooks still around the nearby rookery to my bird list
before getting to North Common where a small flock of Sand Martins flew through
and I saw my first Japanese Knotweed flowering from the safety of a huge clump
of brambles. Also flowering here were Strawberry Clover, Rosebay Willowherb,
Common Vetch and Dove's Foot Cranesbill and I enjoyed the sight of a fresh
Common Blue. The additions to my flower list brought the current month total to
185.
Back at home the internet seemed to be telling me that Brent Geese had already
started to arrive locally with a flock of 10 Pale bellied birds (including one juvenile)
off the Southmoors (mouth of Langbrook Stream) on both Sep 10 and 11 but
another observer who saw the same birds on Sep 11 reported them as Dark-

bellied. The presence of a juvenile among the first arrivals would be unusual for
our Dark-bellied birds which follow a coastal route through the Baltic and then
along the north coast of Germany, allowing family groups to stop off to allow the
young birds to feed while the adult failed breeders shoot ahead. Also unusual for
Dark-bellied birds would be to make their first appearance in the north of the
harbour rather to come in from the English Channel and stop near the harbour
entrances - an appearance in the north of the harbour suggests that the birds had
flown in from the north as the Pale-bellied birds would do.
Another report of Brent came from Andy Johnson who saw two Dark-bellied Brent
in Chichester Harbour near Black Point on Sept 10 while another report on that
day was of a single bird flying east from Titchfield Haven. Both reports could be of
birds that have been here through the summer so I will wait for an arrival of a
substantial flock in the south of either Chichester or Langstone Harbours,
hopefully supported by reports of passing birds from places like Dungeness,
before feeling confident that our winter geese have arrived.
Sat 10th September
The first Divers and Black-Necked Grebes hint at approaching winter while
autumn bird migration nears its peak and moth traps are still busy.
On Sep 7 a single Black-Throated Diver was heading south off Spurn Head in
Yorkshire and a single Red-Throated Diver had already reached the Netherlands
two days after a Black-Necked Grebe was seen off the north coast of Cornwall
but perhaps the most likely sign of approaching winter for the majority of birders
was a small flock of seven Fieldfares in the Netherlands on Sep 9.
Serious 'Twitchers' normally wait for October before heading for the Scillies but
Matt Eade from Seaford was in his car heading for Cornwall at 2am on Sep 7,
arriving in the Penzance area before 7am to catch the Scillonian Ferry to St
Mary's. Before boarding he ticked off both the Buff-Breasted Sandpiper and a
Little Stint at Marazion, and on arrival he was lucky enough to have his target, a
lone Cliff Swallow, in view for 40 minutes. You can read his full account of the trip,
including his photos of the Cliff Swallow, in his entry for Sep 7 at Matt Eades
Blog. The Cliff Swallow is an American species that was first recorded in the UK
in 1983 and you can discover more about it at Cliff Swallow photos and info.
Another 'twitch' by Chris and Anne Hindle to Falsterbo in southern Sweden is
described on the Reculver Blog entry for Sep 4-9 - see Birding in Sweden.
Highlights included 2,272 Barnacle Geese, 76 Honey Buzzards and 4 Pallid
Harriers. Falsterbo is on a small penninsula in the Baltic not far south of the
bridge which connects Copenhagen to Sweden.
Birds and Birders are not the only creatures currently on the move at this time of
year and Sep 8 brought the first two reports for this year of Western Conifer Seed
Bugs turning up in moth traps at Portland and Fairlight near Hastings (and no
doubt arriving un-noticed at many other places along our south coast). This large
'bug' is native to America but a few crossed the Atlantic in 1999 in a ship carrying
timber. They arrived in Italy but soon spread, reaching Britain in 2007 where they
are now resident and regular migrant arrivals and by Feb 2011 John Goodspeed

found one in the bath of his house on Portsdown Hill and on 9 Oct 2013 one
appeared in my 'computer room' causing me to write in my diary ...
"I was very surprised to find what appeared to be a large Longhorn Beetle on the
inside of the window in my computer room and, after getting it into a large beer
glass, I tried in vain to identify it. I should have realised that it could not be a
beetle as it did not have solid wing cases but the truth did not dawn on me until I
took it outside and tried to put it on the trunk of an old and partially decaying
apple tree (which I assumed would be the nearest to its normal habitat that I
could offer) and instead of crawling onto the tree the insect spread broad wings,
revealing a bright yellow topside to its body, and flew off strongly with a whirring
noise. What I suddenly realised was that this was some sort of very large bug
with a 2 cm long body, six long legs, a head projecting well forward from the body
and long, waving antennae (see photo at Close up of Western Conifer Seed Bug)
The bright yellow of the body, only seen when the wings were spread, can be
seen at Bug with wings raised".
Two other migrant insects featuring in recent reports include the common Large
Yellow Underwing moth of which 121 were in Alan Parker's moth trap at Fairlight
(on the cliffs near Hastings) on Sep 7 - see photo of a museum specimen at
Large Yellow Underwing moth. On Sep 10 Alan Parker's trap also contained a
less common but much more impressive Convolvulus Hawkmoth and you can
see his photo of it at Convolvulus Hawkmoth. For Alan this was only the second
time he had ever had one in his trap but at Portland 13 specimens have been
recorded between Aug 25 and Sep 9 so the species is not all that rare.
Thu 8th September
A few more flowering plants on Hayling, plus some recent bird news and
some photos from the Sussex Butterfly Conservation website.
Yesterday (Sep 7) I added another 12 species to my September flowering list,
mostly found during an evening ride to north west Hayling though 3 species
(Fool's Parsley, Lesser Trefoil and Cockspur Grass) were seen in Havant. My
target species on the Hayling Coastal Path were Greater Knapweed and Pepper
Saxifrage, both seen, but surprise finds included Hemlock at the Langstone
Sailing Club where the autumn flowering Tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima) was
also out. Hedgerow Cranesbill, Weld, Common Poppy and some late flowers on
Japanese Rose were also seen. One fresh Small Copper butterfly was seen on
Hayling but on getting my bike out of the garage I was very pleased to see two
each of Red Admiral and Painted Lady enjoying Buddleia nectar in the garden.
Scanning the internet Bird Reports included the continuing presence of the RedNecked Phalarope at the east end of the Thorney Little Deeps and the presence
of four Ospreys on the Great Deeps with a total of 53 Wheatears seen on a circuit
of the Island (a major exodus of Wheatears was indicated by a count of 100 on
Portland on Sep 6).
Sep 5 brought the first autumn Grey Phalarope to Blashford and Sep 6 brought a
White-winged Black Tern to Christchurch Harbour. What may have been the last
Cuckoo of the summer was at Radipole in Dorset on Sep 1 while what may have

been the first Short-Eared Owl of the winter was at Portland on the same day. On
Sep 7 Christchurch Harbour reported the first 120 Meadow Pipits arriving and the
first autumn Ring Ouzel was on the Isle of Wight. On Sep 6 Portland reported a
surge of 41 Grey Wagtails passing through.
To end this medley of recent reports that I found interesting here are some photos
of Butterflies, Moths and Caterpillars that I found on the Sussex Butterfly
Conservation site. First is an excellent photo of a Brown Hairstreak which can be
seen at Brown Hairstreak. To follow that here is an image of the relatively
common 'Mint Moth'(Pyrausta aurata) - see Mint Moth. This species can be
confused with Pyrausta purpuralis and if you want to be familiar with all seven
species of this genus use the following link to take you to the entry for the first
species on the UKMoths website (Pyrausta cingulata) then click "Next Species" at
the top right of the page to take you through all seven members of the genus,
noting that species 4 and 5 are the two which cause confusion (and not forgetting
to click the 'Back Button' the same number of times as you used the 'Next
Species' link - to start the series go to First of seven Pyrausta species
Next we have a Death's Head Hawkmoth caterpillar found in West Harting in
Hampshire on Sep 2 (another was found nearby at East Harting) - see Death's
Head Hawkmoth caterpillar. The last of these photos is of a Red Underwing Moth
seen in Brighton on Sep 6 - see Red Underwing moth.
Tue 6th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk to Nore Barn adds 26 to my September flower list including the first
autumn flowering of Butchers Broom and the first autumn Grey Phalarope
arrives at Blashford.
Highlights of this morning's walk via Warblington Church to Nore Barn and back
along the Selangor Avenue footpath and the main road back into Havant started
with Pellitory of the Wall having a second flowering. In Warblington Cemetery the
Round-leaved Fluellen was abundant and I also found Musk Mallow, Field Forgetme-not and Green Field Speedwell. In the field east of the Cemetery extension a
lone cow had recently given birth and as I crossed the largest arable field
(recently harvested of its wheat) the gap in its southern hedge not only showed
the Sweet Corn crop in the next field but had a group of Opium Poppies and a
patch of Common Fumitory freshly flowering in the gap. Reaching the last field
before Nore Barn I turned south to the pond where water from the eastern stream
accumulates when the tidal flap is closed at high tide and here I found Brookweed
still flowerng.
Back on the 'Church Path' east of the stream I found the young trees filling the
gap between the stream and the Selagor Ave path were being coppiced giving
promise of a increased show of Southern Marsh Orchids (and other plants) next
year. Leaving the farm fields I turned south along the west edge of Nore Barn
wood and found a goood show of Upright Hedge Parsley still flowering before I
turned east along the shore path around the wood, halfway along which I found
my first flower on the lone Butcher's Broom bush on the seaward side of the path

before emerging into the open area through which the 'Maisemore Gardens'
stream reaches the harbour and enjoying a massive show of Lesser Sea Spurrey
flowering across the damp grassland
Along the north side of the wood a large team of conservation volunteers were at
work but I found nothing new until I started up the Selangor Ave path where I was
surprised to find both a Foxglove and Rosebay Willowherb in full flower as well as
lots of Marsh Thistles and a couple of Figwort plants in flower - I was uncertain if
the latter were Common or Water Figwort but noted them as Common Figwort as
they were beside the path rather than the stream (on getting home I found that if
they had been Water Figwort I should have seen prominent 'wings' on each
corner of the square stems, which I did not notice). Passing the extreme north
east field of Warblington Farm I found a row of cars in it near a trench dug in this
meadow and realised that the Chichester and District Archaelogical Society were
back to continue their investigation of the Roman Villa which was sited in this
field. If you are interested you can discover what their digs have discovered in the
five visits to the site from 2010 to 2015 by visiting Warblington Roman Villa
excavations in 2010 to 2015 and for more about the society see Chichester
District Archaelogical Society
Reaching the A259 I turned homeward but found a final fresh flower in the area
before the underpass - a lot of Field Woundwort - and nearing Meadowlands on
the Havant side of the bypass I found fresh growth on the massive Giant Polypore
fungus. At the Meadowlands road junction I could find no trace of the Sharp
Leaved Fluellen. Today's count of new flowers for September was 26, bringing
my month total to 157.
Back at home a cursory scan of the internet told me that the first Hampshire Grey
Phalarope for this autumn was at Blashford on September 5 and that the juvenile
Red-Necked Phalarope whose location on Thorney Island was misleadingly
described yesterday seems to have been on the Little Deeps, visible from the
seawall, on both Sep 5 and 6. There was also more news of the early arriving
Pale Bellied Brent - 4 were seen over Hill Head, heading west, on Sep 3, then
there were 34 at Ferrybridge on Sep 4, and on Sep 5 what seems to be another
flock of 41 arrived in the Littlesea area of the Fleet close to Weymouth. Locally
Ros Norton had another Water Vole sighting in the Langbrook Stream near Tesco
on Sep 3 following Roy Ewing's sighting of two there on Aug 23.
Mon 5th September
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Red-footed Booby on Hastings shoreline, 34 Pale-bellied Brent at
Weymouth, a Red-backed Shrike on the Isle of Wight and a Short-eared Owl
at Portland.
An entry on the SOS sightings page for Sep 4 alerted me to the fact that a Redfooted Booby had been washed up on the St Leonards shore of Hastings on the
afternoon of Sep 4 and my immediate assumption was that this must refer to a
corpse but a Google search led me to this article in The Argus (which I assume is
an East Sussex newspaper) - Newspaper report. Going back to the SOS

sightings entry I now understand the reference to 'no news yet of a public release'
- assuming that the Wildlife Rescue organisations can bring this bird back to a
state of health in which it can be released there will be a massive interest among
birders to see it fly off and a great oportunity for fund-raising by the wildlfe rescue
organisations!
Two other sightings likely to attract the twitchers are of a Red-backed Shrike on
the Isle of Wight (Culver Down) on Sep 1 and a Red-necked Phalarope which
arrived this afternoon (Sep 5) somewhere on Thorney Island - the first report was
from Birdguides and gave the location as a 'pool near yacht club north of the Little
Deep' which I can only think refers to the small pond in the 'Stilt Houses estate'
just south of Emsworth Marina though a further sighting on the same day
suggests it was on the Great Deeps by saying 'While watching the red-necked
phalarope at Thorney Deeps, a peregrine came from nowhere and made two
attempts but failed to take the phalarope. I relocated the bird at 8pm at the far end
of deeps still there when I left at 8.05.'
Finally two more reports from Portland. The first is of the first substantial flock of
34 Pale-bellied Brent seen at Ferrybridge on Sep 4 (see photo at Photo of Palebellied Brent). The second is of a single Short-eared Owl at Portland Bill on Sep
1, suggesting that it too is a very early arrival.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUGUST 29 - SEP 4 (WEEK 35 OF 2016)
Sat 3rd September
131 flowering plants for September plus a Kingfisher and a Clouded Yellow.
Sept 1 saw me out on a five hour walk around Havant finding 104 wild plants in
flower between New Lane and the old rail bridge to Langstone. The first surprise
came at Havant Rail station where the 'untended flower bed' which has had
flowering Thorn Apple plants for several years had been cleared of all vegetation
and grass mowing in the nearby Havant Park had temporarily removed all trace of
Fiddle Dock. To make up for these losses the Creeping Yellow Cress at the
southern end of the footbridge over the railway was still flowering, and the paved
area between the bridge and the shop buildings had grown a magnificent
specimen of Common Millet of birdseed origin.
Nothing new in the New Lane area but as I started down the Billy Line I began to
find a fresh flowering of Enchanter's Nightshade. Turning off the Billy Line
opposite the end of Grove Road I could not find any Danewort still in flower but as
I cut through North Close (off Wade Court Road) I added Meadow Cranesbill and
Welsh Poppy to my list although they were strictly garden plants. Passing
Langstone Pond the Swan Pair were attracting the usual attention but only had
four of their eight cygnets with them - later I saw the missing four in another part
of the pond and this show of independence from their parents, plus the fact that
two of these four were quarrelling, told me that it will not be long before the family
splits up.

Re-joining the Billy Line on the west side of the Hayling road I soon branched off
the Cycle track to walk along the old pier to the Rail Bridge where Tansy was still
in flower together with the mass of Narrow Leaved Bird's Foot Trefoil and the
smaller show of Eyebright. At the water's edge both Sea Aster and Golden
Samphire were in full flower with some Cord Grass (Spartina) but on the pier the
Blue Fleabane had gone to seed and I could only just add Viper's Bugloss to my
list though there was a reasonable show of Common Centaury. Just before
leaving the old rail pier I had a brief view of a Clouded Yellow as it paused to
nectar.
Making my way home I diverted from the Billy Trail onto the footpath from the
Royal Oak to St Faith's Church in order to add the Least Yellow Sorrel (Oxalis
exilis) to the list in the section of the path which cuts across a loop in Southbrook
Road and as I was descending the steps from the footbridge over the Langstone
Roundabout I noticed a sweet smell from the thick 'laurel like' shrubs shielding
Bosmere School from the busy road. I soon saw the tiny white flowers causing
this scent (see Photo of Ebbinge's Silverberry flowers.) and remembered that the
shrub is called Ebbinge's Silverberry (Elaeagnus x ebbingei). Walking home
through Juniper Square I added Small Flowered Cranesbill and Green Alkanet
plus the Heath Groundsel outside the Postal Sorting Office at the end of
Beechworth Road and later in the day I found Hairy Bittercress and Thale Cress
in central Havant bringing my total to 105 for the first day of the month.
Sep 2 was a necessary 'rest day' but today I was out on my bike heading for the
Broadmarsh area but first pausing by the Langbrook Stream where it emerges
from beneath the Havant bypass. Here Meadowsweet, Stream Water Crowfoot
and Water Forget-me-not were flourishing. Nearing the west end of Harts Farm
Way the grass verges had been mown and fresh plants of Stone Parsley, Ribbed
Melilot and Salsify had started to flower while the cycle way around the Chalk
Dock inlet of the harbour had Yellow-wort, Agrimony and Silverweed in flower
plus two species of Mint - the unpleasant smelling Corn Mint and the three spiked
Sharp-leaved Mint. At the eastern entrance to Farlington Marshes (my turn-round
point) I was pleased to find the Danewort colony in flower to make up for the
absence of flowers in the Havant colony as the only other colony that I am aware
of is miles away in the South Harting area.
My homeward route followed the Hermitage Stream inland from the Broadmarsh
slipway (where the Swan flock now numbers at least 35) to Bedhampton Mill and
the Portsmouth Water Company springs where I not only found Vervain and Dark
Mullein in the pony fields but also added Himalayan Balsam and Purple
Loosestrife where the outflow from the springs meets the Hermitage Stream.
While there a Kingfisher appeared and perched close to me before flying back
upstream.
Wed 31st August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Arrivals from the continent, 85,000 Honey Buzzards, a huge Whale off
Plymouth and Wigeon and Pintail get into double figures.

On Aug 4 Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour had 2 Spoonbills and the same
number were reported there on Aug 9 and 10 but by Aug 16 there were 10 in
Poole Harbour and 6 of those were at Brownsea on Aug 19, increasing to 10 on
Aug 27 and 11 on Aug 30. My guess is that these extra birds had flown in from
the near continent (probably Spain) with the same source accounting for the
arrival of a Glossy Ibis near Barnstable on Aug 25 and for the arrival of a second
Ibis at the Pagham Ferry pool on Aug 31. Locally this time of year brings a similar
significant increase in the number of Little Egrets spending the night at Langstone
and I have already reported a count of at least 114 coming to roost there on the
night of Aug 27. Peter Raby made a more thorough count there on the evening of
Aug 29 recording a total 176 Egrets arriving there in a period from 1 hour before
sunset to half an hour after sunset and this total must include birds which did not
breed there. The Brownsea Spoonbills will probably stay the winter in Poole
Harbour but the shoreline within flying distance of Langstone is unlikely to be able
to support the current number of Egrets in the Solent area, especially when
temperatures drop to winter levels and the daylight hours available for fishing
diminish to a winter minimum. Past experience indicates that the number still
based in the Langstone area will fall to no more than 20 by January and that they
will not be seen in the harbours but will seek their food in inland fields, streams
and ponds.
The huge number of raptors flying south from northern Europe to Africa can be
seen among the current Trektellen reports from Batumi in Georgia (on the south
east shore of the Black Sea) where the count of Honey Buzzards was reported as
85,532 with a minimum count of 'mixed Harrier species' around 600 on the same
day.
An unexpected report made on Aug 29 was of a huge Fin Whale (the second
largest of all cetacean species) seen and photographed from a Kayak canoe near
the Eddystone Lighthouse just off Plymouth Sound on the Cornish side of that
estuary. For the photo see Close view of Fin Whale. For info on Fin Whales see
Fin Whale info (this is the second largest cetacean at up to 27 metres long, the
largest is the Blue Whale at 30 metres - if you want to know about that see Blue
Whale info).
Returning to more usual reports both Swallows and House Martins seem to have
been on the move in a big way recently. On Aug 30 David Telwell saw 880
Swallows fly south east over Trigpoint Hill in the south of the Test valley in 105
minutes and in Dorset on the same day 820 Swallows flew over Ferrybridge
(Weymouth) and another 400 flew over White Nothe less than 15 km further east.
Also on Aug 30 reports of Wigeon got into double figures for the first time with 34
in the north of Pagham Harbour and 20 in the Church Norton area. Also at
Church Norton on Aug 30 Pintail also broke the single figure barrier with a flock of
18.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUGUST 22 - 28 (WEEK 34 OF 2016)
Sun 28th August
Mandarin Duck on Langstone Pond, Common and Green Sandpipers in the
Langbrook Stream and Wigeon and Pochard on the Budds Farm pools

Scanning through the HOS sightings reported yesterday (Aug 27) I was very
excited to see a string of 17 reports covering one birder's sightings from Budds
Farm, the South Moors and Langstone Pond telling me that both Wigeon and
Pochard (2 of each) were back on the Budds Farm pools where both a Kingfisher
and a White Wagtail were present. On the South Moors 8 Yellow Wagtails, 2
Whinchats and 2 Wheatears were seen plus 2 Common Sandpipers in the
Langbrook Stream where a different observer had seen a single Green Sandpiper
with them as well as a Great White Egret flying east over Langstone Harbour
towards Langstone Bridge. The list of sightings by the first observer continued
with some even more exciting birds at Langstone Pond - 4 Teal, 1 Pintail and 3
Mandarin Duck on the water and 114 Egrets roosting in the trees at dusk.
Another good local sighting was of a Hoopoe on Whale Island (in the north east of
Portsmouth Harbour) on Aug 25 where it stayed to Aug 26. Possibly others are to
be found along the south coast as a second Hoopoe arrived on Portland on Aug
25.
Before ending this brief entry I must correct the statement I made yesterday that
the calls of Serotine Bats can sound like "Chip Shop" - that is true of Noctules but
not Serotines!
Sat 27th August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Two top class migrant moths seen in the Hastings area plus an influx of
Red Backed Shrikes and a 'full house' of Pipistrelle bat species on Hayling
Island.
For photos of the two special moths caught on the night of Aug 25 in Alan
Parker's moth trap on the cliffs at Fairlight, a couple of miles east of Hastings, see
Two large and colourful migrant moths. The Dark Crimson Underwing moth has a
wingspan of up to 7 cm when it spreads its wing to fly and reveals its brightly
coloured underwing - when at rest the colour is hidden by the blackish forewings.
In England this species is only know to breed in the New Forest but is also a rare
immigrant from the continent
Alan's specimen of the even larger Clifden Nonpareil (wingspan of up to 95mm) is
not perfect - to see why this moth is so highly rated by collectors see Clifden
Nonpareil moth
An equally surprising bird seen at Sandwich Bay observatory on Aug 26 was a
Fieldfare, maybe the same bird that was seen in the Netherlands on Aug 19. Also
seen at Sandwich on Aug 26 was a Red-backed Shrike with another of that
species seen at Christchurch Bay on the same day (these are the first Redbacked Shrikes that I have heard of in southern England this summer though I
see from Birdguides that some half dozen more started to arrive on Aug 24 with
sightings spread from Norfolk to Wales and north to Orkney and Shetland.
From the Beachy Head area comes news that some 500 Autumn Ladies Tresses
were flowering in Birling Gap on Aug 26 and more locally a Bat Walk led by Nik
Knight up the Hayling Billy line starting from West Town Station on the evening of

Aug 25 achieved a rare 'full house' of all three Pipistrelle species to be found in
England with Common, Soprano and Nathusius's Pipistrelles identified by their
calls picked up by a Bat Detector which 'translates' their high-pitched calls into a
lower frequency which is audible to humans. They also saw a larger, higher flying
Serotine whose calls are said to sound like 'irregular hand clapping' but I believe
they have been informally been said to sound like repeated 'Chip shop' calls (I
cannot confirm this!)
Fri 26th August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Some websites that you may wish to bookmark plus current news of
returning wildfowl.
It is some time since I looked at Graeme Lyons blog which he calls 'An alternative
natural history of Sussex' and his latest entry should amuse those naturalists who
are unfamiliar with the strange creatures to be found under the sea on the
Brighton shore, especially the comical Tompot Blenny. His previous entry, written
on Aug 20, concerns rare insects found on the Sussex Downs and may not excite
everyone but the piece he wrote on Aug 19 will explain why I was so excited
when (on June 25) I saw a photo on Brian Fellows blog of some large white fungi
growing in a dead tree stump close to a bus stop on the Main Road through
Southbourne not far east of the Thorney Road junction. The photo had been
taken by Tony Wootton who was impressed by the size of the fungus and wanted
to know what it was called. As soon as I saw the photo I was pretty sure it was a
rarity called Silky Rosegill, which I had only seen once before growing on a Beech
tree at Stansted, so I immediately got on my bike to verify the find. Now the
obvious excitement felt by Graeme Lyons, the Sussex Wildlife Trust ecologist and
'Pan Species Lister' (this is his 422nd species of fungus), more than supported
my own excitement at finding this very uncommon and very impressive fungus.
To see what I am talking about see Graeme Lyons blog.
With the mass of migrants currently leaving us I suggest that good sources of
information on what is currently being seen at Beachy Head and Seaford Head in
Sussex can be found at Beachy Head news and at Seaford Head news. One
thing that was obvious was that large numbers of House Martins are currently
moving along the Sussex coast in preparation to crossing the channel - on Aug
24 some 800 House Martins went east past Beachy Head and on Aug 25 some
600 were seen passing Seaford.
Winter wildfowl are currently starting to arrive and I became aware of this from a
report of the seven Pochard at the Blashford Lakes on Aug 23 (when a lone
Pochard was recorded as the first to arrive at Christchurch Harbour). On Aug 24
Blashford had its first drake Pintail and the imminent arrival of more Shoveler was
indicated by a report of 101 at Pointe de hoc on the north coast of France on Aug
24 while Aug 25 brought a report of 12 Goldeneye from the Netherlands.
Thu 25th August
(Link to previous day’s entry)

An evening Egret roost count at Langstone pond, a Wryneck at Farlington
Marshes and an Ortolan Bunting at Seaford Head.
This evening the tide was high shortly before sunset and I assumed that the
majority of the Egrets intending to spend the night in the safety of the trees
around Langstone pond would have abandoned any hope of catching more fish
and would have flown in to roost before I arrived there at 7:30pm (with sunset at
8:07pm). So I was not surprised to find the trees crammed with at least 101
Egrets when I arrived - that was almost certainly an undercount as not all the
roosting places are visible from the sea wall path. I then retreated to the south
end of the Wade Court pony field to watch for latecomers arriving high above the
tree tops and spiralling down into the trees. In the half hour for which I watched
for these late comers I saw 23 more arrive, and past experience suggests that
there were still more birds to arrive after dark so I can only say that my recorded
total of 124 Egrets roosting there tonight is definitely an under-count.
The first Wryneck that I know to have reached the south coast was at Beachy
Head on Aug 18 followed by one in Dorset on Aug 19 and two in Devon on Aug
21 with another being seen in the Farlington Marshes Point Field on Aug 23 and
24. In Sussex the highlight of the last few days has been an Ortolan Bunting,
seen and identified by two separate birders at Seaford Head on Aug 24 - for more
detail, including the fact that this seems to have been the first at Seaford since
1961, see Ortolan Bunting on Aug 24.
Two other departing migrants in the news are Honey Buzzard and Yellow
Wagtail. The first departing Honey Buzzard for England flew over Titchfield Haven
on Aug 18 (another was seen near Lands End in Cornwall that day and by Aug 25
Trektellen was reporting them at nine continental sites with 60 birds at one site in
the Netherlands and 24 at another in Belgium). Yellow Wagtails have been
passing through southern England since Aug 1 but numbers are currently peaking
with a count of 170 roosting in the Cuckmere valley on Aug 24 after 43 at
Dungeness on Aug 18 and 30 at Rye Harbour on Aug 12.
Tue 23rd August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A Black-browed Albatross in the English Channel and other recent news.
Strong winds last week brought a Black-browed Albatross into the English
Channel, seen flying east off the south coast of Devon, and this prompted me to
review the history of this species in British waters. Sightings listed by Birdguides
this year start with one off Shetland on May 28 followed by several sightings off
Germany in June and July and one off Norway in July, probably all off the same
bird. This is not a new phenomenon - one was in the Faroe's in 1860, returning
there (probably hoping to mate with one of the Gannets) for the next 34 year until
it was shot in May 1894.
A similar long term love affair started in May 1967 when a male which became
known as 'Albert' was first spotted among the Gannets on the Bass Rock in the
Firth of Forth. Albert was back at the Bass Rock in 1968 and 69 but then turned

his attention to the female Gannets breeding on Unst in the Faroes where he was
seen in July 1972, returning there annually for the next 23 years. In 1995 he
started roaming all round the British Isles and was seen as far south as the
Channel Islands.
The Daily Telegraph article on which I am basing this story was written in May
2007 when 'Albert' was with the Gannets on a remote island called Sula Sgeir
some 40 miles out in the Atlantic to the north east of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides.
He was discovered there in 2005 by fishermen from Lewis and refound in 2007 by
birders who had chartered a boat to search for him. Sadly that seems to be the
end of the story - if, as seems very likely, he was the same Albert that was first
seen in 1967 (when he would already have been adult) he would have have been
40 years old in 2007 and may have been a lot older.
There have been 22 accepted records of Albatross in Britain and Ireland between
1950 - 2007. Recent sightings include one on 17 June 2012 from a boat 30 miles
SW of Portland, and in 2013 one was off Norfolk on Oct 27 and off the Lizard in
Cornwall on Nov 2. In 2014 there were July sightings from Portland and Worthing.
For a very close sighting of one at Minsmere in Norfolk in July 2015 see Albatross
lands at Minsmere
A sign of rapidly approaching autumn was that the first WeBS (shorebird) counts
were held during the weekend of Aug 21 with most species showing substantially
increased numbers. I assume that the count of 104 Shelduck at Sandwich Bay on
Aug 22 indicates a return of these birds from their moult on the north German
sands though I suppose this could be a coming together of juveniles after a good
breeding season . Wigeon were beginning to trickle back while a count of 70 Teal
at Pennington on Aug 17 was a substantial increase on summer numbers. Not yet
departed were single Garganey at Brading on the Isle of Wight, Lodmoor in
Dorset, Titchfield Haven and Pulborough Brooks.
Departing Honey Buzzards were seen at Titchfield Haven and Nanjizal in
Cornwall, both on Aug 18, and Ospreys were everywhere with reports during the
past week of birds at Chilbolton, Lepe, Fishlake Meadows, Redbridge, Keyhaven,
Milford, Beaulieu and Langstone Harbour in Hampshire, Thorney Deeps,
Pagham, Arundel, Weir Wood and Medmerry in Sussex, plus others in Kent,
Dorset and Devon. From Hartland Moor in Dorset came the first report of a Merlin
for the autumn. A single report of departing Quail in Cornwall was backed by
reports of 3 in the Netherlands and 1 in Belgium.
A single departing Stone Curlew was at Dungeness on Aug 18 and a single
Golden Plover was on Thorney Island on Aug 17 (these appear earlier further
east with 95 at Rye Harbour by Aug 16 and smaller numbers at both Rye Harbour
and Sandwich Bay on Aug 1). Here in Hampshire flocks of Grey Plover stay
through the summer but a report of 47 at Farlington Marshes on Aug 18
mentioned many in Summer Plumage so presumably returning breeders. The
past week seems to have brought a good number of Curlew Sandpipers with a
total of 16 juveniles in Dorset on Aug 19 and 1 juvenile at Pulborough Brooks on
Aug 20 and another at Medmerry on Aug 21 plus more than half a dozen in
Devon on Aug 22.

Back on July 10 I mentioned that the first wave of adult Black-tailed Godwits had
started to return from Iceland to our south coast and now Aug 21 saw the arrival
of 1031 new birds in Poole Harbour plus a flock of 40 at Christchurch which I take
to mark the arrival of this years young.
Turning to the latest insect news there has been a minor wave of Clouded Yellow
arrivals starting on Aug 12 with one at Thorney Deeps and continuing with daily
reports of around half a dozen up to Aug 23 when at least 10 were seen in
Sussex. These have been accompanied by a smaller influx of Painted Ladies
over the same period but the recent highlight was a single Camberwell Beauty
which dashed through an East Sussex garden at Broad Oak near Heathfield on
Aug 22. Another exciting report was of a Death's Head Hawkmoth caterpillar at
Portland on Aug 16 - see Death's Head Hawkmoth caterpillar. Less of a rarity was
the sight of an Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillar eating Fuchsias in Ashley
Whitlock's garden in the Milton Locks area of south east Portsmouth on Aug 22 see Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillar. A much rarer insect, only the third known
record for the UK, is the subject of a posting by Chris Bentley on the Rye Bay
website- Chris actually made the find last year but it has only now been identified
- read all about it at A rare parasitic wasp.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUGUST 15 - 21 (WEEK 33 OF 2016)
Thu 18th August
A ride to Havant Thicket and on via Hollybank Wood to Emsworth before
heading home brings my August count of flowering plants to 266.
A ride to Havant Thicket this afternoon found Ling Heather, Dwarf Gorse and wild
Golden Rod now in full flower but not Devils Bit Scabious (although its flower
buds were showing a tinge of blue). Also seen here were several plants of Wild
Angelica in flower and one of Purple Loosestrife (though I expect the last was a
garden escape as it was in a ditch behind one of the houses at the Rowlands
Castle roundabout).
On leaving the Staunton Country Park I headed east past Havant Academy and
downhill to the large area of grassland and playing fields alongside which the now
dry bed of the stream, which originates in the Idsworth area north of Finchdean,
follows the railway down to Havant to become the Langbrook. An interesting
selection of wild flowers grows in this section alongside the playing fields in this
area between Wakefords Way and the railway line but I saw nothing there to add
to my list. Where the playing fields end on meeting Bartons Road I followed the
road uphill over the railway and past the Garden Centre, opposite which I see a
new housing development (named Bartons Rise) is now under way.
On reaching the junction with Horndean Road coming north from Emsworth I
crossed that road just south of the start of the Emsworth Common Road where
the main east-west path through the Hollybank Woods ends and followed it to
where it meets the unmade-up section of Hollybank Lane along which I turned
south to emerge in North Emsworth where I followed a regular route to the

Christopher Way Wild Clary site where I was pleased to find some 20 plants still
showing flowers thanks to the Council's Conservation Strategy of grass mowing
outside the 'Emsworth Waysides' no mowing area in which it is now impossible
for these plants to compete with the dense tough grasses that benefit from the no
mowing strategy.
Riding south down New Brighton Road I was surprised at the volume of traffic
coming north until I reached the Horndean Road and saw that road was closed to
all traffic. Heading now for Nore Barn Wood on my way home in the hope that
some of the Butcher's Broom in the wood might have started flowering (last
autumn I found the first open flower on Sep 3) I found more nose to tail traffic at a
standstill on the main A259 through Emsworth but found no Bucher's Broom in
flower at Nore Barn but did find my first Sea Asters in flower on the Nore Barn
saltings.
Mon 15th August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A ride up Portsdown to Fort Southwick area in glorious sunshine finds
Sickle Medick, Lesser Calamint and Autumn Gentian but no Bastard
Toadflax or Autumn Ladies Tresses.
My first note was of Annual Wall Rocket flowering at the side of Portsdown Hill
Road just before I reached the bridge over the A3M road but the first 'special' find
was of Lesser Calamint by the roadside as I was passing Fort Purbrook - this is
not much of a plant to look at but has a very strong scent - for a photo see Lesser
Calamint in flower. There are several clumps of it in this part of Portsdown and it
is well worth having a sniff if you find one.
The viewpoint grassland to the east of London Road was full of Hoary Plantain
but also had an eye-catching stand of Canadian Golden Rod which led me to add
Ploughman's Spikenard flowering nearby. The speciality here is the single clump
of Sickle Medick flowering beside the slip road on the west side of London Road
coming up from Portsmouth - it is said to be the only occurrence of this species in
Hampshire and is easily found by walking down the east side of the slip road to
find it just before a yellow concrete bunker used to store salt for melting winter ice
on this steep road slope. For a photo see Sickle Medick.
Continuing west along the Hill Road past Fort Widley I was surprised to see, on
the south side of the road in the area opposite the junction with Pigeon House
Lane, a large 'thicket' of Marsh Woundwort plants growing on the dry chalk with
no hint of marshland. At the roundabout I took the road leading further west
towards Fort Southwick but left the road to follow the footpath outside the fencing
of the nature reserve until I came to a stile where I parked the bike and climbed
over the stile to walk the open hillside to a gully running south-west from the road
to the eastern end of the Paulsgrove Chalk Pit.
One of the first delights that I came on here was the mass of flowering Harebells
and the numerous Chalkhill Blue butterflies but a less obvious tick for my list was
Carline Thistle and at least one Musk Thistle. In places the ground was coated

with the tiny white flowers of Squinancywort - the small globular white flowers with
little visible evidence of the Bedstraw type plants on which they were growing
giving the effect of a light coating of snow on patches of bare soil.
After some 600 metres walking along the top of a fairly uniform hill slope a well
used path running north west up a a gully from the mass of Paulsgrove housing
towards the radar aerials of the hilltop Portsdown Technology Park came into
view. On the east side of this gully the hilltop path that I was on ran along the top
of several rounded 'pillow mounds' where I have in past years found Bastard
Toadflax. To get an idea of what this looks like see Bastard Toadflax but when
searching for it do not look for the flowers but try to pick out streaks of yellowish
green showing where to plant's stems creep through the other low growing plants
- only then is it worth looking closer to pick out the distinctive but minute flowers.
John Goodspeed's website had told me this plant was flowering on Portsdown on
July 20 but today I could not find a single plant.
My other target for today was Autumn Ladies Tresses which I do not usually find
until September (last year the first report which I saw was on Sep 5) so I was not
disheartened by failing to see it, especially I made two other good finds in the
search area (beside a gully running south west from a major gate allowing access
to the hillside from the roadside path to the top of the Paulsdown Chalk Pit close
to its eastern end). My first discovery was of Lesser Centaury which can be
distinguished from Common Centaury by it small size (the erect flowers seem to
spring directly from the ground without the support of a plant) and by the strong
dark red colour of the petals. The plant which I found had minute flowers standing
no more than 2cm high. For a photo of a much larger example see Lesser
Centaury. Close to it were several plants of Autumn Gentian just starting to flower
- see Autumn Gentian. This was my final addition to my August list of flowering
plants seen to date and brings the total to 253 species.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUGUST 8 - 14 (WEEK 32 OF 2016)
Sat 13th August
A ride to the Gunner Point area of Hayling gives me 21 new flowers for the
month and single Clouded Yellow.
My first new flower today was garden escape Hollyhock beside the Hayling
Coastal Path not far north of the Saltmarsh Lane area but nothing more went on
my list till I reached Sinah Common opposite the Sinah Warren hotel. Here I
found Bell Heather in flower and at The Kench I added White Melilot and garden
escape Montbretia (Crocosmia) but could not see any flowers on the Bladder
Senna bushes which were liberally covered with their impressive seed pod
'bladders'. For a photo of Montbretia see Montbretia and for Bladder Senna see
Bladder Senna pods.
In the sand dunes I found Sea Holly in flower and also had my first sight of fresh
flowers on our established pale flowered Tamarisk bushes. On the more open

land south of the golf course I looked in vain for early Autumn Ladies Tresses but
did find an unexpected clump of Rock Samphire and a couple of Tree Lupins with
late flowers. Further east I had difficulty in finding a couple of Thrift plants which
still had some flowers though the Pale Toadflax was still in full flower (see Pale
Toadflax flowers) and near the mass of Cock's Eggs (see Cock's Eggs) I found
garden escape Blue Globe Thistles (see Blue Globe Thistle). Today's additions
bring my August list to 237 species and I had the bonus of a single Clouded
Yellow butterfly.
Thu 11th August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk down the Langbrook Stream to the South Moors and back by the
Hermitage Stream through Bedhampton has bird and insect interest as well
as a dozen new flowers for the month.
Starting down the Langbrook Stream I saw my first Water Forget-me-not and
heard more autumn Robin song (which had started on Aug 1) before emerging on
the South Moors where Marsh Ragwort, Ragged Robin, Celery-leaved Buttercup
and Tufted Forget-me-not were in flower.
The gate into the orchid field was open and the small stream running through it
was dry but the density of the vegetation made progress through it difficult. I was
hoping to see Devil's Bit Scabious in flower but failed to find it or any other new
flower species so I was grateful to have my attention directed upward by the
alarm calls of Swallows telling me the a Sparrowhawk was flying over head in
non-hunting mode.
Leaving the open moors behind I was at the start of the path leading to
Southmoor Lane when a continuous stream of Wasps emerging from the ground
indicated the presence of a large underground Wasp nest, the first I have seen
this summer. Luckily this was no threat to me but it did remind me of an entry that
I had read yesterday on the Devon Birding website (see the entry for Aug 6th
about a fisherman who mistook an Adder for a Grass Snake and got bitten when
he picked it up to move it off a road where he thought it might get run over - see
the story and photos at Adder bites the hand trying to save it's life.)
The Budds Farm Pools were dominated by Coots on the water and Swallows
overhead but I did see a single Swift passing over and when I got down onto the
beach and was heading for the Hermitage Stream gravel quay two Whimbrels
made a noisy exit. On the stream in the Broadmarsh Slipway area the usual small
flock of around 20 Mute Swans offered two points of interest - first was that one of
the flock appeared to have died and was lying by the high tide mark - there were
no signs of injury though I could not see more than half the corpse. More
interesting was the presence of a live Black Swan on the water - a woman who
was blackberrying nearby said it had been around for about a month and one has
been reported here on the HOS website some time ago (I can't find any reports of
one here this year).
After crossing the bridge over the A27 the Bedhampton area gave me several
butterflies. Most numerous were half dozen fresh Speckled Wood with at least
four Holly Blues - several of these were flying around patches of Ivy that are now
showing the first hints of their autumn flowering - tiny buds on long stalks. Also
noticed were a couple of fresh Commas and two Red Admirals (the recent mass
emergence of these appears to be over). At the far end of the long section of path

running alongside the railway I had a pleasant surprise in finding a cluster of Dark
Mullein plants in full flower - see Dark Mullein plants. and after the path turns
away from the railway it passes under a Mulberry tree growing alongside a Water
Company building - the fruit on this tree was not yet fully ripe and black but was
various colours from white to pink - see Mulberry fruit.. Almost immediately after
passing under this tree I came to the channel which takes excess water from the
springs within the Water Company land out to the Hermitage Stream and here the
edges of the stream were brightly coloured with a mass of Indian Balsam - see
Indian Balsam flowers. which brought my August flower count to 216 species.
Tue 9th August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
More local plant hunting discovers an autumn flowering Tamarisk and
brings my August total to 203 species.
This morning I set off towards the eastern entrance to Farlington Marshes where I
hoped to see Dark Mullein in flower but when I got there there was no sign of the
plant I have seen there for the past couple of years but en route I saw two more
unexpected flowers. The first was Hop flowering in a builders premises in
Brookside road which connects the roundabout at the east end of Harts Farm
Way to the Langstone Technology Park - the second was Reedmace (sometimes
still called Bulrush) in a ditch around the roundabout at the west end of Harts
Farm Way. Corn Mint, Fennel and Upright Hedge Parsley also went on the list
before I reached my second destination in Warblington Cemetery where the
expected Round Leaved Fluellen was still flourishing.
From there I continued east to Nore Barn Wood where I took a walk around the
pond in the south east field of Warblington Farm where I was surprised to find lots
of Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) still flowering along the western edge of the
pond. From there I walked around the shore to Conigar Point for a look into the
field which is now impenetrable with a crop of Sweetcorn but added Field
Woundwort and Sun Spurge to my list from its edge.
Returning to the shore I looked across the harbour towards Northney Farm where
a large, long-winged bird was being mobbed by some gulls. I did not have my
binoculars but I am pretty sure that I was watching an Osprey heading towards
Langstone Harbour - so far there are no reported sightings on the HOS website
but viewing a couple of Osprey videos on the internet backed up my impression
that the lumbering flight and 'tumbling' evasive action to avoid the gulls made my
guess of Osprey quite likely.
Cycling on into Emsworth I noticed that the Tamarisk hedge of the end house in
Maisemore Gardens was in flower and my spreadsheet index had two entries for
"Pink Tamarisk (Salt Cedar)" and a note that one species "Tamarix tetandra"
flowers in the spring while "Tamarix ramosissima" flowers in the autumn. Today's
find was clearly of the autumn variety. For a photo indicating the pink colour of
this species see Pink Tamarisk.
My first target in Emsworth was the Shaggy Soldier plant growing in the roadside
gutter where Queen Street meets the Main Road between Slipper Millpond and
Peter Pond. I was last in this area on June 8 when there was no sign of the plant
where I usually find it but today it had regrown and was flowering healthily - see a
photo of the species at Shaggy Soldier
Continuing up Lumley Road to the streamside cottages just south of the railway I
found Skullcap still flowering on the wall of the stream outside Raglan Terrace

where I had last seen it on July 5th but with fewer flowers than were seen then
(see Skullcap in full flower). Just one more new flower for August was seen on
the north side of the Havant Road immediately after emerging from Selangor
Avenue and turning right for Havant - this was Annual Wall-Rocket which you can
see at Annual Wall Rocket

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUGUST 1 - 7 (WEEK 31 OF 2016)
Fri 5th August
A day of Plant hunting brings my August total to 185 and gives me an
exciting insect find.
This morning I set off down the Hayling Coastal Path where the area just south of
the Oyster Beds gave me the expected Rosebay Willowherb plus two species
which I thought had ceased flowering - Pale Flax and Sea Kale. I also found my
first Pepper Saxifrage for the year and my first Hoary Ragwort. A little further
south, passing the small shore wood just before reaching the large West Lane
arable fields, I spotted two spikes of Vervain which I can't remember seeing here
in previous years.
Reaching my first target, the Saltmarsh Lane seawall, I searched for but failed to
find Slender Hare's Ear but had no trouble with Lucerne and had a bonus in
finding one plant of Bastard Cabbage still with a few flowers as well as its
diagnostic 'Chianti bottle' shaped seeds.
From here I headed via West Lane. Daw Lane and Copse Lane to Northney
where a garden just south of Northney Farm had its impressive annual showing of
a huge Woolly Thistle (Cirsium eriophorum) with newly open flowers - for a photo
see Woolly Thistle. This plant may not be as tall as Cotton Thistle but is equally
impressive and is immediately identified by its huge globular flower heads.
North Common gave me the expected Goats Rue and Fragrant Agrimony and
after leaving there I stopped where the road turns north towards the Langstone
Hotel for a quick look at the North Hayling fields where Pale Persicaria was in
flower but the Green Nightshade was not yet anywhere near flowering. To make
up for this I was delighted to stumble on my first Wasp Spider (Argiope
bruenicchi) of the year - to be more accurate what I saw was her web with its
distinctive zig-zag re-inforcement down the vertical center of the almost invisible
circular orb web before I spotted her wasp like body on the ground below the web
where she had dropped to avoid detection as I approached. To see her on her
web go to Wasp Spider on her web.
Back in Langstone village I ticked off the Lesser Sea Spurrey on the raised path
heading south along the seaward side of the buildings and then was pleased to
find Gipsywort newly in flower at the edge of the pond behing the Mill buildings see Gipsywort in flower.

After lunch I headed for the South Moors shore where I found a good number of
Slender Hare's Ear plants, several with their tiny yellow flowers on show. If you
want to see them head east from the south end of Southmoor Lane until the
normal footpath climbs up but instead of following it take the lower, overgrown,
path used by vehicles for seawall repairs. Walk on east along this lower path until
you come to a lone Japanese Rose bush on the bank to your right then turn
round and walk back for 20 paces to start searching for the Slender Hare's Ear
plants among the vegetation on the inland side of the narrow 'path' you have
been walking along. What you are looking for is to be seen at Slender Hare's Ear.
Some of the plants are growing individually, others form a dense cluster.
My only other search area this afternoon was the grassy top of the Broadmarsh
mountain where Hairy Vetchling was found, following a route which starts by
entering the area from Harts Farm Way along the road to the slipway.
Immediately inside the height barrier turn left and follow a path uphill until you
emerge into the open grassland, then turn left and follow that track to the far
(east) side where a couple of tracks lead down to the water passing the Gravel
Quay. Do not follow these but turn uphill into the grassland and start searching.
What you are looking for can be seen at Hairy Vetchling. Another helpful image
shows the typical 'two fingered' end leaves of each plant - see Hairy Vetchling
leaves
Wed 3rd August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Blue Fleabane flowers at last bringing my August flower list to 160 species
Yesterday I had a chance to confirm that Weasel's Snout is in no immediate
danger of becoming extinct in the New Lane allotments, partly because there are
several 'untended' plots where it can be found among the weed growth but mainly
because Jim Davis, who invited me to visit, has it growing on his own plot which
he is devoting to the preservation of endangered species that are of wildlife
importance. Among species already flourishing here was a Mullein which was
new to me but which I have tentatively recorded as Nettle-leaved Mullein
(Verbascum chaixii) because the stem leaf was distinctly Nettle shaped and all
the other features would fit within that species characterisics.
On my way to the allotments I checked that the Thorn Apple plants are still
flowering in the rail station and that Fiddle Dock is doing so in Havant Park.
Leaving the station by the footbridge I had a bonus in finding Creeping Yellowcress managing to survive at the base of the handrails where you leave the
station taxi rank and join the footbridge. On my way home I ticked off another
seven flowering species in Juniper Square including Small flowered Cranesbill.
Today I did not get out until around 7pm when the sun was shining but the wind
out on the exposed approach to the old rail bridge to Hayling was almost gale
force. On my way there I was pleased to see both Grey Wagtail and Little Egret in
the Lymbourne Stream where it runs past the Wade Court 'Chinese Garden'.
After crossing to the west of the main road and before coming out onto the
exposed harbour shore I ticked the lone handsome flowering spike of the garden
escape Acanthus mollis which I see has the English name of 'Bear's Breeches' as
the first of 20 species that were new for August starting with a blaze of Tansy and
a much less showy single plant of Black Horehound. In the creek between the rail

bridge and the sailing club there was a mass of Golden Samphire now in full
flower and at the very end of the remaining rail embankment I found my very first
example of Blue Fleabane in flower bringing my August count to 160 species.
Mon 1st August
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Robins start their autumn song and 127 flowering plants go on my August
list/
A dry but dull morning allowed me to walk around Havant and record 127 species
of wild plant in flower, including the first appearances of Mugwort, Russian Vine,
Round-leaved Mint and Guernsey Fleabane.
One species which surprised me was a Tree Mallow growing in the garden of a
house in my own road. I am familiar with this species in several coastal sites in
this area where the plants grow erect to a little over a metre in height and are
clothed with leaves and flowers more or less from the ground up. The garden
where I found this specimen is dominated by a Magnolia tree which has a trunk
bare of leaves or banches for the first metre or so and the stem of the Tree
Mallow, growing close to the Magnolia, is equally bare at its base so I only
became aware of the Mallow a few days ago when it opened its flowers among
the leaves of the Magnolia and it was not until today that I made an effort to
identify it. The website which convinced me that Tree Mallow can have a
substantial bare 'trunk' at its base, and can grow to 3 metres or more in height,
can be seen at Tree Mallow. Another website describing how the spread of Tree
Mallow at some coastal sites can reduce the number of active Puffin burrows
from 28,000 in 1999 to just 14,000 in 2003 can be seen at Effect on Puffins.
The first of today's 'first flowerings' came while I was in the railway carpark south
of the tracks - looking through the fence to the 'weeds' growing on the poor dry
soil I spotted the first clump of Mugwort which had discarded its silvery buds for
the dull brown of its open flowers.
While looking for plants I also kept an ear open for birds and in Havant Cemetery
I heard at least four different Robins practising their autumn song. I don't expect
this song to be heard everywhere in the near future but it is something to listen
out for.
Another surprise in Havant Cemetery was to find a single plant of Chicory in
flower - I think this is a new species for the site in a place where it is unlikely to
have been deliberately planted.
Heading back south down the Bily Trail I found another newcomer to the area, but
this time almost certainly the result of deliberate introduction. The species was
Betony and the site was the Lymbourne triangle. South of the A27 the white of
Russian Vine flowers (see Russian Vine) was new in the tree tops and at ground
level beside the Lymbourne stream the white triple spike of Round Leaved Mint
had re-appeared for the first time this year on plants which had 'escaped' from
gardens a good few years ago - if you are not familiar with this distinctive mint
see Round leaved Mint flowers.
My next 'first flowering' was of Guernsey Fleabane and came under the arches of
the pedestrian flyover at the Langstone Roundabout as I was nearing Bosmere
School. For an authorative image of the species posing with Professor M.
Crawley of the BSBI see Guernsey Fleabane with BSBI expert M. Crawley
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 25 - 31 (WEEK 30 OF 2016)

Sun 31st July
Acorns falling from Red Oaks and Thorn Apples flourishing at Havant Rail
station as a wave of Willow Warblers heads south.
A round-about route into Havant this morning discovered that a Red Oak tree
near Fairfield School was already shedding its uniquely shaped Acorns which
look as if they were wearing stylish berets - see Red Oak Acorn - and at the rail
station there were now six Thorn Apple plants with long white trumpet flowers see Thorn Apple flowers. A few yards further on, in Havant Park on the east side
of the Tennis Courts, the grass had not been mown for a few days allowing the
zig-zag shaped, almost leafless flowering stems of Fiddle Dock to grow up above
their ground hugging, fiddle waisted leaves. See Fiddle Dock flowering stems.
Also seen on this outing were several white flowered Buddleia bushes which all
seem to have opened their flowers together - I think these are just colour
variations of the common Buddleia davidii although there is a distinct species call
Buddleia asiatica which has much narrower flowers - see Asian Butterfly bush
and I read that the tiny white flowers in long narrow spikes appear in late winter or
early spring.
The most significant bird news today seems to be of a major wave of Willow
Warblers moving south. Yesterday (July 30) Portland reported a count of 50 with
30 at Christchurch Harbour and 20 at Beachy Head. Today 20 were seen at
Ranvilles Lane south of Fareham with another 10 at Titchfield Haven. This was
not the only species on passage and Christchurch had 70 Sedge Warblers.
Shorebird numbers are also increasing and counts yesterday of 400 Black-tailed
Godwits in the Exe estuary with 40 Greenshank and 8 Bar-tailed Godwit plus 134
Dunlin at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) In Hampshire the first male Wigeon was back
in the Lymington area and a typical autumn flock of 40 Linnet were at Gilkicker
(Gosport).
Sat 30th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Some birds to look out for plus other local news.
Among the shore-birds yet to re-appear in the Solent Harbours since the end of
May are Red-breasted Merganser, Black-necked Grebe, and Bar-tailed Godwit
though there have been three reports of single Bar-tails on June 2 (Southampton
Water), July 29 (Langtone Harbour) and July 30 (Portsmouth Harbour) - these
may indicate a single bird that has stayed in the area through the summer but
reports of 445 at Cap Gris-nez on July 29 and 660 at a Netherlands site on July
30 suggest that it may not be long before substantial flocks re-appear around the
Northney saltings. Also reported on Trektellen on July 30 was a single Red
Breasted Merganser and a single Black-necked Grebe - neither of these species
has been reported in Hampshire in recent months. Another species which could
be seen in the near future is Curlew Sandpiper after the first autumn report of one
at Pennington (Lymington area) on July 30.
Other recent reports which caught my eye were of the first juvenile Cuckoo to
reach the coast at Dungeness on July 28 after the first report of a fledged juvenile
on Dartmoor on July 24. Also on July 28 came news of a fledged juvenile Turtle
Dove which was temporarily trapped in a commercial glasshouse near
Chichester. A more puzzling report was of a Short-eared Owl at Portland on July
26 while a definite arrival at its winter quarters was the first Avocet back at the
Exe estuary on July 24. Of local interest was the recent presence of a Goshawk

at Stansted, reported by Michael Prior to John Goodspeed and to Brian Fellows
who was also told that Ravens were nesting on the estate.
More news of flowers on Portsdown comes from John Goodspeed who has been
told that the only Sickle Medick plant in Hampshire is once again flowering at its
long-established site close to the London Road near the George pub while
several more expected plants were flowering at more natural sites - these
included Harebells, Nettle-leaved and Clustered Bellflower, and Bastard Toadflax.
From Sussex comes news that Deadly Nightshade is flowering in the Seaford
area.
News of an extremely rare migrant moth called The Latin comes from Pagham
Harbour where it was trapped on July 21 at the reserve Visitor Centre. For a
photo and more info see The Latin moth
Finally news from my garden that the ants were flying this afternoon with gulls
circling overhead.
Thu 28th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A ride to Havant Thicket gives me White Admiral, Silver Washed Fritillary
and Southern Hawker plus Lesser Skullcap and Dwarf Gorse.
I headed north through Leigh Park for my first visit to Havant Thicket since June
26 when I discovered Rough Clover growing along the edge of the Petersfield
Road. To check that I had remembered its location I left my bike against the last
(northern) lamppost beside the cycleway in the broad strip of grassland between
the Petersfield Road and Braishfield Rd and checked the kerbside of the main
road at approx SU 7209-0774 where I immediately found the shrivelled remains
of a mass of this small clover.
The next noteworthy observation was of a bank of Upright Hedge Parsley beside
the Cedar Drive track heading down hill from the original site of Staunton House
into Hammonds Land Coppice and at the north end of this woodland I was glad to
see that the expected mass of Marsh Woundwort was in flower. I then followed
the eastern edge of the Gipsies Plain past the carpark and into Havant Thicket
woodland proper. Here, with the main Forestry Access Track just visible in the
distance, there is an informal track leading into a section of conifers on the right
where the the ditch between the track I was on and the conifers is worn clear of
vegetation and on either side of this bare patch very inconspiuous clumps of
Lesser Skullcap grow to provide me with the only easily accessible site for this
plant which rewarded me with a few first flowers today.
Continuing north to the Forest access road, which comes in from the main road
and heads west across the south of the woodland, I turned left and then took the
next track heading north alongside which a mass of Wood Sage was in flower
today. At the north end of this track I turned right and then almost immediately left
to park my bike against a tree and walk a short distanc along an overgrown
footpath where three plants of interest grow. The first should be Cross-leaved
Heath but this was swamped by Bracken, the second is Devil's Bit Scabious and
some leaves and flower buds were visible, and the third is Dwarf Gorse which
had just three fresh yellow flowers to make my stop worth while! As a bonus I had
a close view of an Alder Buckthorn bush covered with fresh berries - this shrub is
common in Havant Thicket and supports the strong population of Brimstone
butterflies.

Pushing on I soon came to the eastern peripheral track and turned north up it
looking for the yellow flowers of Goldenrod beside the track. This is not related to
the Canadian Golden Rod grown in gardens and our native plant can be seen at
Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea). None had fully open flowers but I did find one
plant showing yellow from its opening flower buds among hundreds whose budds
had not yet opened.
Turning left and left again I headed back south to the main Forest access road,
en route getting a close view of my first White Admiral butterfly flying close beside
my bike. I was now on my way home and back in Hammonds Land Coppice I had
another glimpse of a Silver Washed Fritillary and a closer encounter with a
Southern Hawker dragonfly which insisted in checking my identity before allowing
me past. One final plant tick before I left Hammonds Land Coppice was of the tiny
yellow flowers of Yellow Pimpernel.
Quite unrelated to today's outing I am grateful to Peter Raby for confirmation that
a very unlikely report which I saw on the HOS website for July 24 (reporting 26
Brent Geese flying west past Northney on Thorney Island) was a mistaken
sighting of a flock of 30 Canada Geese (plus one Greylag) which Peter Raby
photographed on the Warblington shore that morning before they flew west
towards Langstone Harbour. Peter's photo of part of the flock can be seen on
Brian Fellows' website at Canada Geese (not Brent!). Although a few Brent spend
the summer in our Solent Harbours the biggest number I know of this year is a
flock of 11 that were in the Fishbourne Channel on June 6 and I expect them (and
a few other smaller flocks) to keep a low profile until early September whereas
the large numbers of Canadas that have now completed their moult will make
their presence known both visually and audbily, probably leading to further cases
of mis-identification.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 1 - 17 (WEEK 28 OF 2016)
Sun 17th July
Catalpa bignonioides flowering in Havant where all the ants are flying and
the Langstone Swan family is back on the pond where they hatched.
When walking to Waitrose this morning I saw that the Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa
bignonioides) growing in the back garden of a house opposite mine in
Beechworth Road had suddenly burst into flower - see photo at Photo of Indian
Bean Tree flowers from the internet. The Beechworth Road tree is not easy to
view but three other trees in Havant should soon have flowers - two of them can
be seen in North Close off Wade Court Road, the first overhangs the road where
it turns sharp left and the second can be seen between the houses on the right
hand side of the road after the left turn. The other site is in Denvilles - from the
main Southleigh Road turn down First Avenue, then look in the garden on the left
as you turn into Second Avenue.
The other thing seen on my walk to Waitrose was a swarm of Black Garden Ants
(Lasius niger), many of them with wings, both on the ground and in the air.

Yesterday Brian Fellows saw gulls circling in thermals above Emsworth and
commented that this suggested the gulls were after flying ants - today in Havant
there was no doubt that this was one of this summer's 'Flying Ant Days' as
decribed in the Metro newspaper on July 8 - see A journalists view of Flying Ants.
This is not a strictly scientific account of why ants fly (which has nothing to do with
any 'invasion of Britain' and the internet slang NSFW, meaning 'Not Safe For
Work', is irrelevant) but it does mention the essential facts:1. Mating in flight reduces the chance of inbreeding
2. The painful (for the male) sex act sets up the female with a store of fertilised
eggs that will last her lifetime. When she lands her wings will drop off and the rest
of her life will be devoted to setting up a new ant colony and supplying it with all
the ants needed to make it viable.
3.Flying ant day is not just one day each year (though any one ant colony only
participates on one day) but a short period when the weather is right.
My final observation for today was that the Langstone Swan family, still with eight
cygnets, was back on Langstone Pond and apparently enjoying a meal of weed
Sat 16th July
Fresh Holly Blue and Brimstone, more Yellow Wagtails and the naming of
beetles.
A quick look at todays wildlife reports told me that the first summer brood Holly
Blue and Brimstone had been seen today at Barcombe near Lewes in Sussex,
both species a couple of weeks earlier than predicted to my RSNC Guide to
Butterflies published in 1986. Another insect report was of a Privet Hawkmoth in
the Selsey area today - not a first but accompanied by a good photo for those
unfamiliar with the species ... see Privet Hawkmoth
Bird news was of another Black Stork sighting today (July 16), probably the same
bird that had been seen over Knepp Casle (near the A24/A272 junction near
West Grinstead) and later over Pulborough Brooks, both on July 14. Today's
sighting was in north Hampshire near Blackbushe airfield. Also noted on July 15
was an increase in the number of Yellow Wagtails now heading south - a flock of
13 was seen at Dungeness. Also seen on July 15 were single adult Cuckoos
heading south - one at Dancing Ledge on the south coast of Devon and the other
at Sandwich in Kent. For the Black Tailed Godwit enthusiasts 11 turned up on
July 15 at Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight while 13 Whimbrel were seen at
Hardway in Portsmouth Harbour on July 16.
Finally I was spurred into an investigation of the naming of the relatively
commmon Longhorn beetle whch is commonly called Strangalia maculata by Rye
Harbour's insect expert, Chris Bentley who published a photo of what I thought
was this insect but he called it Leptura quadrifasciata (see the photo at Leptura
quarifasciata). The first website I consulted to resolve this question was at
Leptura quadrifasciata which introduces two more generic names (Strangalia =
Leptura) but tells us that a third genus (Rutpela) also has maculata species which
it says is commoner than the quadrifasciata genus but is distinguished by having
more yellow on its elytra and also some yellow on its legs - see Rutpela maculata
and click on the photos to enlarge them. I hope this adventure in taxonomy has
been helpful!!!
Fri 15th July

(Link to previous day’s entry)

Recent wildlife news
I was surprised to hear good news of Little Terns at both Pagham Harbour and at
Ferrybridge (Weymouth). I had thought that erosion at the mouth of Pagham
Harbour had meant that no Little Terns were breeding there this year but on July
12 the Selsey Blog told us that at least 13 and maybe 15 pairs had nested and
that 3 juveniles had fledged so far. Then on July 14 the Portland website told us ..
"This year looks like yet again being a fantastic year for the little terns of Chesil
Beach. Breeding pairs continue to rise with 38 this year up from 33 last year.
Almost all the eggs hatched with the help of the continued use of sand patches.
Food supply appears to be good with several pairs laying 3 eggs and plenty of
food available to the chicks. Well over 20 pairs laid their eggs in the first week of
nesting at the end of May and the vast majority of chicks have now fledged with,
unlike the last two years, no predation from the West Weares kestrels. It must be
a good vole year! There should now be over 50 fledglings (photo of one of them
below) and there could well be over 60 by the end of the season." You can see
the photo of one rather attractive juvenile at Fledged Little Tern. I assume the
reference to 'sand patches' means that the addition of some sand to this shingle
beach has encouraged nesting. Rye Harbour also mentioned on July 9 that 17
pairs of Little Terns are .. "in the throes of raising young and seem to be doing
OK".
Among recent reports of shore birds returning from breeding a flock of 50 Blacktailed Godwits at Titchfield Haven on July 9 seems to have been the first sighting
of any there since mid June and that same day brought some 30 of them to the
Langstone area after 12 had been seen on July 6 in the part-flooded field where
the path running from Langstone bridge reaches the Hayling Billy track north of
the Oyster Beds with at least three seen from the Langstone Pond shore that day.
The number at Titchfield Haven had increased to 90 by July 15 while the number
in the Pagham Harbour area was up to 43 on July 13 and 100 were back in the
Exe estuary on July 12.
Another significant report of returnng shorebirds was of 300 Dunlin in Pagham
Harbour on July 12 with 15 Whimbrel there on July 14. This week has also
brought signs of Yellow Wagtails starting to appear on the south coast with
singles at both Dungeness and Abbotsbury on July 14 and two at Hill Head
(Titchfield area) on July 15. Locally I was interested to see that a Grey Wagtail
had been seen on July 11 back in its 'winter' haunt on the Lymbourne Stream.
Other birds coming south after breeding include Willow Warblers (at Arundel and
Dungeness on July 14 with 2 at Christchurch Harbour on July 15), and the first
family party of 4 Spotted Flycatchers (at Arundel on July 14). One other species
marking the end of its breeding season is Little Owl - when I helped with the
Warblington Farm bird survey in past years I always found this species elusive
until this time of year when they would sit out on roadside telegraph poles with no
attempt at concealment so I was interested to read, on the Selsey blog for July
14, ... "Sidlesham: A Little Owl was sat out on a roadside telegraph pole this
evening, just north-west of the garage on the B2145".
Wed 13th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Havant Borough Housing plans and "What's that in my garden?"

After starting to write this blog my local newspaper (Portsmouth NEWS) arrived
and described how the Borough will accommodate the building (during the next
20 years) of 5,000 more houses (on top of all developments currently planned).
Areas which are currently protected but which will become eligible for
development include:The whole of the Southleigh Farm area, which will have a new junction with the
A27 near the present service station and motel.
The 'Forty Acres' farmland between Bedhampton and Farlington.
The whole of the currently undeveloped part of Portsdown Hill west of the A3M
and north of Portsdown Hill Road and including the whole of the Portsmouth Golf
Course.
For a map of the Southleigh Farm area see Southleigh Farm area
For the Portsdown area see Portsdown east
This is just the first airing of the proposal. The paper ends by saying ... "A public
consultation is due to be launched on July 25 and will run until September 9.
Back to what I was saying before I was interrupted by this planning
announcment.....
This morning I decided to catch up on bird news from the West Country, starting
with Devon, and saw that the Dalmatian Pelican, which has recently been moving
east through Cornwall, was last seen on July 11 well into Devon flying south over
the River Plym to the north east of Plymouth. Having recorded that fact I scrolled
down to reports for July 10 which started with a brief message saying ..
"Berrynarbor welcomes it's newest residents." with a photo of a female deer
accompanied by three young deer. See the photo at Mystery Deer species.
As the author of this post gave no clue as to the species of Deer in the photo I
thought I would try to guess what they were, assuming that the adult deer was the
mother of the three youngsters, and soon discovered that only two species of
Deer found in Britain give birth to more than one baby at a time - one is Roe
Deer, the other is Chinese Water Deer. Roe are found throughout Britain but
Chinese Water Deer are uncommon except in Bedfordshire, Cambridge and
Norfolk though they are kept in captivity at isolated sites thoughout Britain. Thus
my best guess at their identity is Roe.
Tue 12th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk to Budds Farm
This morning I walked to Budd's Farm via the Langbrook Stream and back along
the shore to Langstone Pond. My first sighting was of a Water Vole sitting on a
mat of water weed in the stream which runs through the grounds of the
Langstone Gate office Block to drain the Havant Mill Pond into the Langbrook
Stream. I had a clear view of the Vole from the metal half-barrier at the southern
end of the Tesco store section of the public path following the Langbrook Stream
and the Vole showed no reaction to my presence.
Continuing south I found both Brooklime and Hybrid Water Speedwell just north
of the Langstone Technology Park approach road and south of that road I found a
couple of Horse Chestnut trees with brown and withered leaves showing that the
caterpillars of the Cameraria ohridella moth are at last showing their presence.
Coming out onto the South Moors I had my first sight of Marsh Ragwort in flower
with Ragged Robin still flowering nearby. Following the route across the Moors
the small stream which drains the orchid field had a good show of the small

flowers of Tufted Forget-me-not which are easily distinguished from the larger
flowers of the Water Forget-me-not seen in the Langbrook in the Technology Park
area. Whereever bramble flowers were seen in the South Moors area they were
accompanied by many fresh Red Admiral butterflies - I probably saw 20 in total.
On the Budds Farm pools one Tufted Duck was followed by 8 ducklings and the
air above the pools was alive with House Martins while the trees around the view
point had at least one each of singing Blackcap and Whitethroat.
Along the shore path as I headed home Golden Samphire was coming into
general flowering and the tiny flowers of Lesser Sea Spurrey were easy to find on
the ground. For me the most exciting plant had neither leaves nor flowers but the
zig-zag shape of the green stems, each around 20 cm high in the longer grasses,
of three plants convinced me that that were the first sign of the Slender Hare's
Ear that grows here - for those not familiar with this plant see the three photos
(taken in Essex on Aug 25 2013) at Slender Hare's Ear with flowers and leaves.
Also of interest in this area a single Meadow Pipit was making occasional
parachuting song flights.
Back at Langstone as I walked past the Royal Oak the Swan pair which nested
on the pond were coming up the outflow of the Lymbourne stream with their
remaining eight cygnets. On the far side of the Mill building I stopped by the
Harbour Conservancy interpretation board to admire the excellent display of Laxflowered Sea Lavender at the foot of the sea wall and at the north end of the pond
the lone Reed Bunting was still singing.
Mon 11th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Some things to look out for and something to think about.
A scan of my nature diary for this time last year plus a scan of the most recent
wildlife reports showed that Yellow Wagtails are already moving south (singles
seen at Farlington Marshes on July 3 and at Portland on July 9 and 10) while last
year's diary showed that the first southbound Osprey was in our area on July 11.
Also seen by me on July 9 last year was the massive Volucella zonaria hoverfly
(see Volucella zonaria) while this year July 9 brought an impressive Soldier Fly
(Stratiomys potamida), known as the Banded General to indicate its rank among
the Soldiers, into a Sussex garden - see Banded General.
The 'something to think about' was provoked by BBC TV last night when, after
using I-player to catch up on 'The Sky at Night', I went on to watch a repeat of a
programme shown in December 2014 which suggested that we cannot
understand many aspects of the natural world without the help of the new
discipline called Quantum Biology. You can see this programme, presented by
Jim Al-khalili, at Quantum Biology.
The programme sets out to use the principles of Quantum Physics to explain how
various features of nature which cannot be satisfactorily explained by normal
science have been solved by Quantum Physics (though our human minds will
have difficutly in accepting the principles involved!). The three main problems
which the programme dealt with were
Bird migration
Metamorphosis
Photosynthesis
There were also sections on the way smell guides the actions of many living
creatures and on the possibility that evolution involves quantum physics.

I suggest that anyone wanting to understand how the natural world works should
spend an hour watching this programme.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 4 - 10 (WEEK 27 OF 2016)
Sun 10th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Failed breeder Godwits return from Iceland as the Juno satellite orbits
Jupiter.
Looking west from an upstairs window after sunset earlier this week I saw that the
moon had re-appeared in the sky with a bright planet close to it. The presence of
the 'new' moon was confirmed by Moon phases which told me that this month's
New Moon was scheduled for July 4 with the Full Moon due to appear on July 19.
To check which planet I was seeing I visited Sky at night which has a daily news
report of all matters astronomical - if you visit it after seeing my blog you will see a
different version of that news than I did but when I looked it had a link saying "See
it! Young Moon near Jupiter" which led me to a series of photos including this one
at Photo of Moon and Jupiter as I saw them.
Jupiter is of course in the news on account of the successful arrival of the Juno
satellite which is now in orbit round the planet. We will not hear much from Juno
until early September, when it has completed its first 53 day orbit around the giant
planet, when asking Google to tell you about the 'Juno probe' will give you links to
the NASA websites with the latest news.
Coming back to local bird news I have seen several reports of Black-tailed
Godwits which suggest that the first birds are now returning from Iceland. To
discover more about the annual timetable of these birds' activities I visited
Icelandic Godwits. I already knew that the world population of Black-tailed
Godwits is divided into three subspecies which breed in a band across Europe
and Asia at roughly the latitude of the the British Isles. The Islandic race which we
see on the south coast of Britain occupies the western part of the overall range,
breeding in Iceland and winterng in Britain and north west Europe. The main race
breeds mainly in the Netherlands though a very small number breed in East
Anglia with larger numbers spread out across central and eastern Europe well
into Russia. The third race is based in Mongolia and makes one of the longest
non-stop migration flights to winter around the coast of Autralia.
The timetable for 'our' Icelandic birds starts with a flight south from Iceland in
August or September after their parents have already left. They then spend the
rest of their first two years with us before they fly north to Iceland in April or early
May of their third year. On arrival they spend up to a month feeding on coastal
mud before settling own to nest in late May.
The eggs laid in late May hatch in the second half of June when those birds
whose breeding has failed fly back to Britain arriving by the end of June. Those
adults which do hatch young stay with them until some time after the young
fledge in late July and we do not see these successful parents until mid August at
the earliest (sometimes a lot later if the returning birds stop off to moult en route).
The reports which attracted my attention to this subject started on July 4 when a
flock of 39 appeared on the Sidlesham Ferry Pool (Pagham Harbour). On July 5 a
single bird in breeding plumage was seen at Blashford and on July 6 a dozen
birds were seen feeding in the shallow water of the pool on the east side of the
Hayling Billy track just north of the Oyster Beds with three more in the Langstone

area. July 7 brought a report of 181 birds seemingly newly arrived in Poole
Harbour and July 8 brought a sighting of 50 (plus one Spotted Redshank in full
breeding plumage) from the north wall area of Pagham Harbour plus 11 new birds
at Brading on the Isle of Wight.
The latest reports I have seen are for July 9 when a flock of 50 at Titchfield Haven
were the first to be reported there since mid June and nearer home a total of 27
appeared on the Warblington/Langstone shore. With no reported sightings of
colour ringed birds in this flurry of July reports to identify individual birds it is
possible that these are all sightings of young birds that have never been back to
Iceland since they hatched but I think that is unlikely and what we are seeing
indicates that a lot of these newly arrived birds are failed breeders.
Tue 5th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A ride round the Emsworth area.
Brain Fellows blog for yesterday told me that Skullcap was now flowering on the
wall of the Lumley Stream and that determined my own objective for today. As I
have not visited Emworth so far this month I chose a route to pass as many
flowering plants that should be flowering there and which were not yet on my July
list.
First planned stop was the Christopher Way Clary site but before leaving Havant I
found Garden Asparagus flowering on railway land between Havant and
Warblington stations - maybe the result of someone throwing a bit of Asparagus
out of a train window after eating their lunch!. This lone, tall, feathery leaved plant
was liberally covered with small yellow, bell shaped flower as shown in the photo
at A cluster of Asparagus plants.
Reaching Christopher Way in Emsworth there was no sign of Wild Clary in the
mown roadside verge but I did tick Shining Cranesbill which was still flowering
close by along the footpath connecting Christopher Way to Bellevue Lane, and
continuing along that path to where it meets the New Brighton Road pavement I
could see a huge plant of Cotton Thistle, not yet flowering, in the garden ahead,
across the road. I did not have the time to visit the Westbourne site where Brian
Fellows had photographed plants with one already in flower on June 30 - see
Cotton Thistles behind the Westbourne 'Wellness Centre'. While still at the
Christopher Way/New Brighton Road junction I cycled a few yards north to the
junction with Wensley Gardens, just south of which I had been excited last
summer to find a plant of Dwarf Mallow. Sadly that site had been tidied up and I
have no known site for the plant since it has vanished from the Nutbourne
orchards.
My next stop was at Brook Meadow where I ticked Common Comfrey before
taking the underpass to the narrow path leading to Queen St - this path is one of
the 'Emsworth Waysides' and I was dismayed to find Japanese Knotweed
growing there on a direct route into Brook Meadow to which small but viable
pieces could be unwittingly carried by humans or animals. Those responsible for
the conservation of Brook Meadow should read the following ... Problems with
alien plants and legal responsibilities of landowners.
I then crossed the Main road and cycled up Lumley Road to the line of cottages
just south of the railway. Here the Lumley Stream runs alongside the road and the
cottages can only be acessed by bridges over the stream. One of these bridges
serves four adjacent cottages which form the 'Raglan Terrace' and to see the

Skullcap flowers go part way across this bridge and look at the west wall of the
stream just upstream of the bridge. For a photo of what you are looking for see
Skullcap in flower. To complete my outing I rode on up Lumley Lane to Lumley
Mill where the Oxyloba variant of Greater Periwinkle was added to my list - the
unmistakeable 'propeller' shaped flowers can be seen at Distinctive flower of
Greater Periwinkle var oxyloba.
Mon 4th July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Post breeding shorebirds start to return as Egyptian Geese numbers
increase.
The first post breeding Common Sandpiper was seen by the River Adur on June
26 and the start of July brought a small surge of reports - 3 together near the
mouth of the Arun and 5 at Christchurch Harbour. Yesterday (July 3) brought
reports of 12 at Pagham Harbour plus 3 at Andover and 4 at Titchfield Haven.
Earlier in June Green Sandpipers began to re-appear with 1 at Rye Harbour on
June 10 and 5 at Pulborough Brooks on June 15 - by the end of the month there
were 6 at Rye Harbour.
Perhaps of more interest to Hampshire birders was that a single Black-tailed
Godwit had returned from Iceland to Ferrybridge near Portland on June 30 while
other south coast sites are seeing the return of Ruff, Whimbrel, Curlew,
Greenshank and Dunlin. On June 30 Sam Smith at Rye Harbour reported that ..
"Curlew numbers continue to increase with 49 birds roosting on Harbour Farm
while five Whimbrel and 16 Dunlin were on Flat Beach."
Also starting to appear along the south coast are the first departing summer
migrants. Tne most recent of these to catch my eye was a Whinchat seen at
Church Norton yesterday (July 3) but there have been reports of departing Sand
Martins since Dungeness reported 17 heading south on June 21 and Portland
logged one lone bird heading out to sea on June 25. A less clear sign of
departure was a single Common Redstart at Blackfield near Fawley on July 2 and
several reports of big flocks of Swifts heading south in the past few days give no
certainty that they will not turn back even when half way across France. We can
be much more certain that some Cuckoos carrying radio tags have left us. A BTO
webpage reporting the knowledge gained from these tagged birds says .. "We
discovered that Cuckoos leave the UK much earlier than we thought. The earliest
departure date so far has been 3rd June and in each year over 50% of our tagged
Cuckoos have left the country by the end of June." This year the first of these
birds left on June 17.
Before leaving the subject of unexpected bird movements I must mention that the
huge Dalmatian Pelican which arrived in Wales on May 7 (after being seen in
Poland and Germany en route) and then moved to the Lands End area of
Cornwall is still being seen in that county though regularly moving about - it was
last seen on July 1 near Truro at the north-eastern tip of the huge Carrick Roads
inlet which has Falmouth at its south-western end.
Another bird causing mixed feeling among birders is the Egyptian Goose. This
species was introduced to this country, like the Canada Goose, as an ornamental
addition to wildfowl collections in the 17th century but has now, like the Canada
Goose, established a rapidly expanding feral population in the UK. My attention
was drawn to the species by the re-actions of John Clark to the latest breeding on
the Hants/Berks border and Bob Chapman to the enlarged flock at Blashford. On

June 28 Bob Chapman reported a flock of 36 at Blashford with the comment "37
too many" (implying that he would like to do more than eliminate the 36) while on
July 2 John Clark reported a count of 92 at Eversley (south of Reading) with the
more restrained comment of "92 too many". Thoughts and words have not
stopped a pair moving in to breed at the Chichester Lakes this year. The 'Nonnative Species Secretariat' says ...
"In its native range, Egyptian goose is a pest of arable crops and if numbers
continue to increase it could become a similar nuisance in the UK. It shares the
same habitat preferences as mallard and coot with which it might compete.
Egyptian geese hybridise with native species in Africa and hybridisation with
Canada geese (non-native) has been recorded in the UK. There is concern that it
may hybridise with native species of goose, and threaten the conservation status
of those species.
In the Netherlands the species is aggressive to nests of wading species. They
could also potentially cause major damage to amenity grasslands, pastures and
crops through grazing and trampling. Droppings could pose a health and safety
risk to humans."
You can download the full report on the species at PDF report on Egyptian Geese
in the UK.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 27 - JULY 3 (WEEK 26 OF 2016)
Sat 2nd July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The first two days of July bring me 188 wild flowers.
I started my search with a walk around my home area in Havant during which I
found my first Buddleia flowers of the year at the New Lane Level Crossing where
I also found my first Black Bindweed - for those not familiar with this common
species of arable fields (here growing on the railway!) see Black Bindweed. This
photo shows the leaves and flowers but you are unlikely to come across the
species standing up as in this photo - you will probably find it prone on the ground
after harvesting has taken away the crop whose stems it normally climbs.
My next surprise came in Juniper Square where a bush of Japanse Spindle had
suddenly opened a mass of tiny white flowers that will later become orange fruits.
One place that it can be seen regularly is growing out over the wall of the Mill
House at the west end of Mill Lane at Langstone. A photo of the flowers can be
seen at Japanese Spindle flowers. For the orange fruits see Japanese Spindle
fruits.
In St Faith's churchyard one of the No Mowing areas (near Homewell Street and
north of the area devoted to Ox-eye Daisies) had its first Burnet Saxifrage plants
of the year looking somewhat like Cow Parlsey but with more delicate stems and
an almost comple absence of leaves - see Burnet Saxifrage plant. Also in the
churchyard I found my first Autumn Hawkbit of the year - to pick it out look for the
smooth way the stem runs into the base of the flower head without the sudden
swelling from a thin stem to the broad base of the flower head that you find in
other 'daisy' species and also look for the thin leaves with prominent jagged teeth
- both are shown in photos at Autumn Hawkbit. Another unexpected species was

found in the 'awaiting development' plot across The Twittens from the active
garage - this is a tall plant of Fennel similar to those in the photo at Fennel plants.
In the afternoon of July 1 I cycled west through Broadmarsh to the Farlington
Marshes area, starting with a diversion part way down Southmoor Lane to look at
the remnants of the Knotted Hedge Parsley that survive under the hedge running
south from a lone unused wooden telegraph pole outside the line of industrial
units. Unlike other umbellifers this does not hold its umbel of flowers above its
stem and leaves but has multiple tiny umbels growing with its leaves, usually only
a few cms off the ground - see Knotted Hedge Parsley flower. Next I visited the
Broadmarsh 'mountain' where the Hairy Vetchling was thriving but not easily
spotted among the mass of grasses. Continuing west along the shore path from
the Broadmarsh Slipway I noticed at least five flowers already open on Golden
Samphire.
Nearing the Eastern Road roundabout beyond the Farlington Marshes entrance I
was delighted to find Vervain already in flower - see Vervain starting to flower. On
the return jurney along the cycleway I had three surprises with my first Upright
Hedge Parley, Marsh Woundwort and a flowering plant of Traveller's Joy (aka Old
Mans Beard).
This morning (June 2) I cycled south to the Hayling Oyster Beds, then across the
Island to Northney. Passing the Oyster Beds I added both Rest Harrow and Spiny
Rest Harrow to my list. South of the Oysterbeds carpark both Rosebay
Willowherb and Pale Flax went on my list and at Northney both Fragrant
Agrimony and Strawberry Clover were in flower. Another surprise came after
crossing the bridge and following the shore from The Ship Inn to the Royal Oak.
Here, just south of Langstone High Street and at the foot of the houses bordering
the raised shore footpath, I found many plants of Lesser Sea Spurrey in flower to
match one of Greater Sea Spurrey seen on the Northney shore. Northney also
had much common Sea Lavender while Langstone Pond shore had a few plants
of Lax Sea Lavender to bring my July count to a total of 188 species
Mon 27th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
An evening outing to Langstone and Northney brings my June flower count
up to 278.
An evening cycle ride down the Billy line started with the discovery of Meadow
Sweet flowering on the banks of the Lymbourne Stream and continued, after
crossing the main road at Langstone, with the discovery a garden escape
Acanthus plant flowering on the west side of the track between Mill Lane and the
shore - presumably someone had chucked out part of the tuber from which the
garden plant grows with other garden waste - although this is not a wild plant in
the UK it is not uncommon as a persistent and attractive survivor where garden
waste has been thrown out. For a photo showing the large prickly leaves and the
metre high flowering stem see Acanthus mollis (aka Bears Breeches).
Coming out onto the harbour shore I took the path following the old rail line to the
Rail Bridge to Hayling. I was hoping to find Blue Fleabane here but failed to do so
(no doubt it will appear before July is out). One good tick was my first Common
Broomrape and back on the cycleway I found Marjoram starting to flower.
Over the bridge I turned into Northney Road and almost immediately found Wild
Celery flowering in a roadside ditch. In North Common I was pleased to find
Fragrant Agrimony just starting to flower and also to find Strawberry Clover. Last

year I found Great Mullein here but today I had to wait till I was back in Langstone
before I found a plant starting to open its yellow flowers.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 20 - 26 (WEEK 25 OF 2016)
Sun 26th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A large and uncommon fungus in Southbourne and ten more flowering
plants seen on a ride to Havant Thicket.
Yesterday I turned on my computer in the late afternoon and saw, on Brian
Fellows website, the photos which Tony Wootton had taken of several large white
fungi growing on a large old tree stump in the driveway to 82 Main Road in
Southbourne (very close to the bus stop just east of Thorney Road). You can see
one of Tony's photos at Volvariella Bombycina and the size, shape, colour and
location of the fungi greatly excited me as I was almost certain that this was an
uncommon species that I have only seen once before, a good many years ago in
Stansted Forest where it grew high up on a mature tree where I could not reach it.
Here was a chance to see and examine the species at ground level so, as there
appeared to be a gap in the heavy rain showers, I got on my bike and went to see
it.
This fungus has the English name 'Silky Rosegill' and it was immediately clear
why it had been so named - the distinctively shaped cap was covered with whitish
silky hair-like fibres and the gills were of a pale rosy pink colour which will darken
with age.
This fungus belongs to a group which absorbs dead wood for its nutrition (as
distinct from those which attack the wood and cause a tree to die or those which
act as an intermediary between the tree, which generates sugars through
photosynthesis, and other species living in the soil which generate chemicals
which the tree needs but cannot extract through its own roots) and as such the
fungus needs to be able to release its spores into the air while enjoying its deadwood 'food' hidden deep within the remains of the dying tree. For this purpose it
has developed a very flexible type of stem which can bend its shape to find its
way out of any holes in the tree bark and still hold its spore-producing cap upright
in the open air - as the tree it is feeding on is dying it is important that it has a
good means of letting its spores have the best possible chance of finding another
source of dead wood before the 'food' in its present 'host' runs out.
On my way home I added two more flowering plants to my month list. The first
was the Perennial Sow-Thistle (Sonchus arvensis) of which Brian Fellows had
seen the first flowering specimen by the bridge which takes the Main Road back
into Emsworth over the Slipper Millpond, and the second was my first flowering
Spear Thistle seen as I passed Warblington School when nearly home.
This morning, with the rain holding off, I cycled to Havant Thicket and en route
added another seven flower species which I brought up to ten species for the day
(270 for the month) with a walk through Havant Park where the cluster of Fiddle
Dock plants near the Tennis courts were ready to flower.
On the morning trip I made one very unexpected discovery as I cycled along the
Petersfield Road through Leigh Park. Here, in the Braishfield Rd area, I noticed
that recent mowing of the roadside grass had left a series of very small plants
trying to escape by extending their stems out over the kerb into the edge of the
main road. As I didn't recognize what they were I gathered a couple of specimens

which I initially thought were White Clover which had been brutally dimished by
the mowing but looking at them with a lens when back at home their hairy leaves
and stemless tiny flowerheads forced me to recognize them as Rough Clover
(Trifolium scabrum) which I would expect to find on south Hayling shingle, never
on a town road edge (could they have arrived here like the Danish Scurvygrass
as a result of 'grit spreading' when the roads were icy in winter?). Another urban
species which I noticed for the first time this year was Procumbent Pearlwort.
There was not much new in Havant Thicket but I did enjoy seeing my first Slender
St John's Wort and Heath Bedstraw. Another surprise (but not an additional
species) was a single white flowered Marsh Thistle. Also enjoyed but not counted
was the mass of delicate Wavy Hair-grass lining several of the 'rides'. Also seen
at one point was a green-capped Russula toadstool - maybe The Charcoal
Burner (R. cyanoxantha).
Fri 24th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A ride round Hayling adds 22 new flower species for the month to my list.
A forecast of a dry, sunny day suggested a ride round Hayling Island in the hope
of picking up a few more flower species for my month list, especially in the Sandy
Point area which I have not visited this month. Despite a fresh south-west wind I
set off down the Billy Line and when I got back home I found I had increased my
month total by 22 species (to a total of 258) and had seen my first Marbled White
and Small Heath butterflies.
Before crossing Langstone Bridge I had seen a large bush of Lesser Burdock in
full flower and a smaller clump of Greater Knapweed plus a lot of Black
Horehound in the Langstone Sailing Club grounds. Next, just south of the
Oysterbeds, I found Rosebay Willowherb and Musk Mallow in flower but had no
more success until I reached the Sinah Common area where, just west of the
cafe on the approach road to the shore carparks, I was very pleased to find the
Pale Toadflax (which I had previously been concerned might be lost when the
Gorse which had been sheltering it for several years was 'removed' at the start of
this year) was in full flower and not diminished in extent. Also in this area the dry
grassland was liberally 'spattered' with small white puffballs which I think are
Bovista plumbea - see Grey Puffball
Next flower to go on my list was the strangely named 'Cock's Eggs' plant, a mass
of which grows immediately south of the junction of Staunton Avenue with Ferry
Road (look in the rough grass just outside the fence of the westmost house on the
south side of Ferry Road). This plant is apparently a member of the Nightshade
tribe and you can find a good description with photos at Cock's Eggs plant. Also
on Sinah Common I pricked my finger while proving that I had found Spiny
Restharrow and found at least one flowering specimen of the very common Wood
Sage.
Continuing east following the Seaside Railway to the end of the line at Eastoke
Corner I joined the 'promenade' which borders the shingle beach all the way to
Sandy Point - in previous years the landward edge of the shingle has been a
mass of self-sown wild plants but re-inforcement of the sea defences with fresh
shingle had made much of this stretch barren of interest for me though I did find
one plant of White Melilot to add to my list and I also ticked the Seaside Daisy
(Erigeron glaucus) which has run riot through all the gardens here.

At Sandy Point there was little to see in the reserve until I reached the harbour
mouth area where Bell Heather was in flower. Turning the corner to head up
towards the Lifeboat Station I not only found the expected Sea Spurge (with
Common Centaury and Sea Bindweed already on my June list) but also came on
one plant of Hound's Tongue (see Hound's Tongue in flower) before, just beyond
the reserve area, I found my first Large flowered Evening Primroses. North of the
Lifeboat Station the road to the Sailing Club was densely covered with parked
cars and the water beyond was equally densely packed with small dinghies
getting ready for a mass race out on the open sea so I saw little of the flora, and
on the way home I saw little new other than both Lax and Common Sea Lavender
in the Langstone area and the first Goat's Rue flowers in the North Common area
of Northney.
Wed 22nd June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Beetles, God and Man.
Seeking some light relief from the chore of compiling my monthly 'cemetery
pages' I had a look at Graeme Lyons blog and found that he had just written an
entry on his accidental encounter on June 18 with a colourful beetle species that
had not been recorded in Sussex since the 18th Century and which was last seen
alive in Britain in 23 years ago. As a professional Sussex Wildlife Trust ecologist
and as a 'Pan-Species Lister' with an overall total of 6,237 species on his list
(including 1057 Beetles) he was nevertheless astounded when he realized the
rarity of the beetle (Calosoma sycophanta) he had accidentally stumbled upon
while doing a regular survey of arable plants on the Sussex Downs a few miles
east of Newhaven. The title of his blog entry was "Mythically rare and painfully
beautiful" and we have indicated the rarity of the find - for the beauty see
Calosoma sycophanta. To read Graeme's full blog entry go to Graeme Lyons blog
entry
I have not yet found out why the species is so rare in the UK but it seems to be
common in the USA where Calosoma sycophanta was imported from Europe in
1905 to control the spread of the Gypsy Moth which had itself been imported from
Europe in 1868 in the hope of using it as a substitute for the silkworm. This
project came to nothing but unfortunately some of the imported moths escaped to
become a major pest through the defoliation of trees by its caterpillars (Since
1980, the gypsy moth has defoliated over one million acres (4,000 km2) of forest
each year). As both the Calosoma sycophanta beetle and its larvae feed
exclusively on caterpillars it was hoped that they would exterminate the Gypsy
moth but unfortunately they are slow eaters - see video at Calostoma beetle
hunting for and eating caterpillars.
While thinking about beetles and the fact that there are so many species of them
to be found world-wide I thought I would clarify a vague memory in the back of my
mind that someone had once said that, in creating our world, God had shown a
strong preference for Beetles over other life forms and suggested that if we
wanted to know what God looked like the most likely answer was that he was a
giant beetle. Checking this out I found that the quote came from J B S Haldane,
an evolutionary biologist who lived from 1892 to 1964, and that what he actual
said was that .. "If one could conclude as to the nature of the Creator from a study
of his creation it would appear that God has a special fondness for stars and
beetles."

Thinking now of the controversy between 'Creationists' (who believe that what is
written in the Bible on this subject is the complete and unalterable truth) and
modern science, the Bombardier Beetle is used as a major battlefield between
the two sides. This beetle has no wings and cannot fly from danger but instead
has developed a chemical factory within its body to manufacture a hot noxious
gas on demand and a 'gun' with which to fire the gas at its enemy. A more
detailed description follow ...
"The two reactive chemicals – hydroquinone and hydrogen peroxide – are
secreted through glands and are stored in two separate chambers found in the
rear tip of the beetle’s abdomen. When attacked by a predator, the beetle
contracts its muscles, forcing the two chemicals into a mixing chamber or
reservoir containing water and catalytic enzymes (peroxidase), which are
secreted through cells that line the walls of the chamber. When combined, these
enzymes break down the hydrogen peroxide to form oxygen and water and
catalyze the oxidation process of the hydroquinones, turning them into pquinones (quinones are an organic compound formed from aromatic – ‘a
chemical compound that has a flavour or odour’ – compounds such as benzene –
a highly flammable liquid). This chemical break down forms free oxygen which
generates enough heat to rapidly bring the solution to boiling temperatures that
can surpass 100°C. As the liquid solution reaches boiling point about a fifth of it
evaporates into a gas. This gas increases the pressure in the chamber, which
builds up and forces the entry valves from the separate storage chambers to
close, protecting the beetle’s internal organs. The pressure then forces the boiling
solution through a small outlet valve and into the atmosphere with a loud popping
sound caused by flash evaporation (when vapour or steam undergoes a reduction
in pressure change when passed through a valve into a less pressurised
environment). The bombardier beetle is able to discharge this solution about 70
times in rapid pulses that last no more than a second and can be fatal to attacking
insects and spiders and, due to the temperature of the liquid, can be very painful
to humans. Remarkably, the openings of some bombardier beetles (for example
the African variety) have also developed nozzles at the end of their abdomens
that can swivel through 270° and are able to aim at predators and be fired with
considerable accuracy in many directions." ...
Creationists argue that this mechanism cannot be the result of 'trial and error'
evolution as the species would have exterminated itself in the course of
developing the mechanism and that the beetle must have been created in its final
form without any evolution ... make up your own mind on this.
Mon 20th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Cemetery visits on June 18 and 19.
I have now selected and edited the photos I took during my June Cemetery visits
(to Havant Cemetery and St Faiths churchyards on Sat 18 June and to
Warblington Cemetery on Sun 19 June). The results are shown below.
Starting with Havant Cemetery one of the first things I saw was Chicken of the
Woods fungus growing from the heavily pruned old Cherry Plum tree close to the
vehicle entrance (after entering from Eastern Road turn right then look on the
north side of the tree). The photo below is of the easier to spot specimen on a
tree stump on your right as you exit the St Faith's area onto New Lane. To
accompany this fungus I have chosen a patch of gelatinus algal growth called

Nostoc commune but which I call 'Land-weed' as it is similar to Sea-weeds but
growths on land. For more info on this strange but not rare growth see Nostoc
Commune.
Chicken of the Woods fungus and Nostoc commune alga/cyanobacterium
Next I turned to more familiar flowers left from the Borough Council's sowing of
wild flower seed in past years - several species persist where they were sown
within the stone frame of graves, making them safe from grass mowing.
Common Toadflax and Red Campion growing under a Copper Beech tree
Next are young fruits developing on Cherry and Walnut trees.
Cherries and Walnuts starting to develop on trees in the main area
Moving to the St Faith's area I found a small patch of Yellow Rattle which was
having little effect on the long grass around it (this species is said to be parasitic
on grasses) and I also found a couple of tall stems of Crow Garlic (aka Wild
Onion) which only occasionally develop flowers - normally they skip the flower
stage and put their energy into developing small bulbils which will eventually drop
from the flower head to become separate new plants.
Yellow Rattle flowerhead already developing the seed pods which 'rattle' when
dry. Also Crow Garlic 'flower heads' developing bulbils rather than flowers
Leaving the cemetery I walked up New Lane to the allotments where several
plants of 'Weasels Snout' (aka Lesser Snapdragon) were flowering on the
pavement (I could only see a couple of plants left inside the fence) and when I
arrived back home I took a shot of the self sown Wild Strawberry plant growing on
my driveway and now bearing rich red fruit.
Weasel's Snout growing on the pavement outside the New Lane allotments and
Wild Strawberry fruits growing in my driveway
After a coffee break I walked to St Faith's churchyard where recent rain was
encouraging Umbrella Liverwort (Marchantia polymorpha) to reproduce and
extend its hold on the damp, shaded gully along the north side of the church
nave. A diagram of the life cycle of this Liverwort can be seen at Liverwort life
cycle. This tiny organism produces female organs (the prominent 'palm tree' like
umbrellas) and male organs (flat topped umbrellas) and when these are fully
developed a shower of rain causes the female umbrellas to develop eggs
between the 'ribs' of its umbrellas and the male umbrellas to eject sperm which
'swims' through the water and up the stems of the female umbrellas to reach the
eggs. From this union a new 'thallus' (the ground hugging flat 'leaves' which can
be seen below the umbrellas) will develop and will eventually generate new
'gametophores' (the scientific name for the umbrellas)
A close look at the Umbrella Liverworts and a view of where to look for them
Coming round to the rich grassland south of the church I took a photo of the
notice reflecting the recent agreement between the Church Biodiversity Group
and the Norse organisation which is responsible for mowing and other
maintenance of the Churchyard. This is to be welcomed in so far as it prevents
the destruction of the wild flowers which give pleasure to humans visiting the

church for relief from the stress of modern life and at the same time supports the
biodiversity of the planet. It does not, however, ensure sensitive management of
the area unless both parties (Norse and the Church) take an ongoing, active role
in both controlling unwanted plant growth in response to day by day natural
conditions. 'No mowing' of an area for several months is bound to lead to a loss of
biodiversity, giving carte blanche to the 'bullies' of the natural world (coarse
grasses, brambles, nettles and shrubs) to crowd out the smaller, more colourful
species, while the drawing of lines between areas of sensitive wildlife mangement
and the insensitive use of chemicals to control the growth of White Comfrey
where the plants cannot be mown (under the metal railings separating the
churchyard from the public path along its southern boundary) does not give a
good impression of the area being 'sensitively managed'.
One of several 'No Mowing' areas and the Ox-eye Daisies it protects
Where the No Mowing agreement does not apply a yellow Welsh Poppy was
flowering under the protection of the popular bench seat in the Dewhurst Garden
though other natural growth around the bench had been killed off with weedkiller
and along the railings separating the Churchyard from the public path connecting
Homewell St to South St the mass of White Comfrey plants (which are now past
flowering) have been killed off in the same way.
A yellow Welsh Poppy seeking sanctuary under the Dewhurst bench and the
southern railings which offer no such protection
A final look round the churchyard picked out the prominent bush of wild roses with
the still healthy Ash tree (no signs of Ash Dieback so far) dominating the scene
plus a fresh branch of Red Oak leaves obscuring the view of the Robin Hood pub
on the far side of Homewell Street.
The still healthy Ash tree and Dog Rose bush dominating the southern view and
fresh leaves of the young Red Oak overhanging Homewell St.
Normally several Wall Lettuce plants would now be flowering on the wall outside
Homewell House but recent development here has discouraged them but on my
way home I found they now enjoy the protection of the stone flagged 'garden' of
the Empire Court flats which have replaced the Empire Cinema which provided
East Street entertainment in the 1970s.
Flowers and the general structure of the Wall Lettuce plants in the 'garden' of the
Empire Court flats
To complete this month's Cemetery Visits I will include my visit to Warblington
here although it actually took place on the next day, June 19.
The hedgerow around the Warblington Cemetery extension has plenty of
flowering Elder bushes but one flowerhead caught my eye in having very few of
its florets open. The following pair of photos show the normal open flowerhead
and contrast it with the unusual 'skeleton' flowerhead.

Normal and 'skeleton' Elder flower heads
More colourful items seen in the Extension were this fresh Small Tortoiseshell
butterfly and a very deep red Poppy
Small Tortoiseshell and a deep red Poppy
Reaching the southernmost track across the western block of the old cemetery I
found a plant which was not yet in flower but still gave me great pleasure to see it
flourishing in profusion along both sides of the tarmac path. This is Round-leaved
Fluellen which will soon have tiny, furry backed, brown and yellow flowers - until
they appear you can have a foretaste of the pleasure that this plant gives me by
seeing a photo at Round Leaved Fluellen. Nearby was a commoner wild flower
that is only just starting to open its yellow flowers - Ladies Bedstraw.
Round-leaved Fluellen leaves and Ladies Bedstraw flowers.
A fresh growth of Chicken of the Woods fungus attracted me to a elderly
ornamental Cherry Tree in which a pair of Green Woodpeckers had made their
nest in the past. Later, as I was passing the Toilet block near the entrance gate, I
found a colourful clump of Opium Poppies which had sown themsleves into the
tarmac of the roadway but were flourishing despite to absence of normal soil.

Chicken of the Woods fungus growing above an old Green Woodpecker nesthole
and some flourishing Opium Poppies.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 13 - 19 (WEEK 24 OF 2016)
Sun 19th June
My finds over the past threedays.
On Friday I stayed at home but still added two significant 'firsts' to my wildlife
obsevations. The first came when I opened my front door shortly after a heavy
rain shower and found a female Stag Beetle lying on her back on the ground,
waving her legs in the air but having no success in righting herself. I came to her
rescue and put her back on her feet under a wheely bin to shelter until the rain
stopped and she could hopefully continue her mission to find a mate and/or to lay
eggs in dead wood. Today (Sunday) I was chatting to a man at Warblington
Cemetery and he gave me two further pieces of good news - the first being that
he had recently seen a male Stag Beetle in the Emsworth area, and the second
was that he believed the species might be breeding in his compost heap where a
number of old wooden pallets had been left to rot and could now be feeding Stag
Beetle larvae. My second observation on Friday came when I was gardening
before the rain started and noticed a movement on my lawn which turned out to
be a fat Wood Mouse making no attempt to conceal its presence though it did
retreat into cover when I approached for a closer view, though when I stood still it
soon emerged again and began searching for food along the edges of a path
beside the lawn on which I regularly scatter scraps of bread to feed the Sparrows
which are now starting a second brood.
Yesterday (June 18) I took advantage of a dry day to make my monthly visit to
Havant Cemetery where I found Hawkweed Oxtongue and Hedge Bedstraw in
flower and Wild Onions which had split open the 'cellophane' cover of their flower
heads to show the green tendrils of the bulbils which develop in place of flowers
on their tall stems. Also in the Cemetery I found two amorphous yellow fungal
growths of 'Chicken of the Woods'. On my walk to and from the Cemetery I
noticed that the tall Tree of Heaven in a neighbours garden was starting to flower
- if you are not familiar with this species see Tree of Heaven and other unwanted
immigrants. Other firsts were fruit on Wild Strawerries in my own garden and a
flowering Horse Radish plant behind the 'Level Crossing Gates' at the entrance to
the Hayling Billy track just south of the New Lane real Level Crossing.
A visit to St Faith's churchyard later in the morning focussed on the strange
'Umbrella Liverworts' which, thanks to recent rain, are now at the peak of their sex
life in the shaded gutter along the north side of the church nave - when I get
round to uploading the photos for my 'Cemetery Page' you will hopefully learn
more about this. On my way home from the church along East Street I found my
first open flowers of Wall Lettuce growing in the soil-less paved garden of the
Empire Court houses which replace the Empire Cinema which ceased to exist
around 1980.

In the afternoon I got on my bike for a ride to Broadmarsh with the aim of
checking on the continued existence of the Creeping Yellow Cress on the west
edge of the abandoned Broadmarsh Playing Fields where Harts Farm Way ends
at the complex A27/A3M interchange. The Yellow Cress was flourishing and also
seen on this outing were Water Forget-me-not in the Langbrook Stream just south
of the A27, masses of Pyramidal Orchids (but only one Bee Orchid reflecting the
poor year for this species), my first Perforate St John's Wort, Yellowwort and
Greater Birds Foot Trefoil plus Field Rose. Also seen were my first Large
Skippper and a very young pure white baby Rabbit.
Today (June 19) a visit to Warblington Cemetery added Redleg (Persicaria
maculosa) to my flower list while the ride along the Emsworth Road in Havant
found both Field Woundwort and Fool's Parsley starting to flower.
Thu 16th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A five year old BBC Natural World film about British Butterflies is still well
worth watching.
Yesterday I spent a long time compiling a table of the dates and places of the first
appearance this year of each species of British butterfly. After posting this table
(and after the obligatory hour spent watching the Springwatch programme on TV)
I turned to the BBC I-Player to relax. Starting with the BBC 4 TV Schedule I
searched for something to fill the last hour of the day before bedtime. I
immediately found that the day had started (at half past midnight) with an hour
long programme entitled .. "Butterflies - a very British obsession". After watching it
I feel that anyone who reads my blog would enjoy it as much as I did and I
suggest they either search the BBC 4 TV Schedule for June 15 where they will
find the programme listed in the LATE group of after midnight viewing or copy and
paste the following link into your browser ...
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00wwbm4/natural-world-20102011-8butterflies-a-very-british-obsession ).
The programme does devote some time to human behaviour but spends more
time on superb photography of butterflies and their life cycle. I enjoyed seeing
Matthew Oates and Neil Hulme trying to attract Purple Emperors to land on 'their'
side of a line on the ground with foul smelling concoctions and then walking off
together discussing cricket to the accompaniment of the theme tune to the BBC
Test Match Special programme - reminding me of the ony time I ever met
Matthew when I visited Noar Hill and found him doing some conservation work
there while listening to cricket on a portable radio.
The programme introduced me to a butterfly that I have never seen and never
will, the Mountain Ringlet, as it only survives among the mountain peaks of the
Lake District and Scotland where it is dependent on a small collection of plant
species that need very cold conditions. The butterfly has to wear a 'woolly coat' of
long hairs to maintain its body temperature and hardly ever has the energy to fly
so spends its time walking in search of the food plants needed by its caterpillars it can fly but only does so in full warm sunlight. The section on this species starts
at 26 minutes 31 seconds into the programme.
Some sources believe the Mountain Ringlet will becomes extinct when global
warming destroys the conditions in which its food plants can survive but others
say that the species has survived since the end of the Ice Age and has shown

little re-action to the variation in temperature since them. Another species which
was common in southern counties until the last few years, the Wall Brown, has
shown a dramatic decline in response to relatively minor temperature changes,
not because its food plants cannot survive the changes but because warmer
autumns encourage the caterpillars generated by the second brood of this
butterfly to abandon the practice of hibernation and to attempt a late autmn/winter
emergence of a third brood of butterflies whose caterpillars fail to survive the
winter as they do not have time to eat enough food before winter sets in. For a
cogent account of this theory see Decline of the Wall Brown.
When compiling the first sightings table I was surprised to find no reports of Wall
Brown in Hampshire this year. What I did find was an entry for May 24 on the
Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website (http://hantsiowbutterflies.org.uk/news.php) in which Matthew Oates compares the counts he
recorded at Noar Hill in May 1976 with those recorded in May 2016. In 1976 he
found up to a dozen Wall Brown; this year he found none and comments that the
species has long been extinct at Noar Hill.
Wed 15th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The start of summer butterflies.
The news that Marbled Whites had been seen flying on Portsdown on June 11
sent me on a search of the internet to discover which butterfly species have now
been seen and which remain to be claimed as 'firsts for the year'. In the table
below the first dates are the earliest I can find using three sources (Butterfly
Conservation national 'firsts', and the Hampshire and Sussex Butterfly
Conservation sites). The table starts with the species that have not been reported
anywhere so far this year - they are given a Month Day value of 000 - and it was
the intention that those which have been seen should be in sequence of 'first
reported' date but it seemed more practical to group all entries for the same
species together.
Tue 14th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Broad-billed Sandpipers lay eggs at Slimbridge - but conservation is not
enough.
When I woke up this morning I turned on Radio 4 and heard that Broad-billed
Sandpipers had laid eggs for the first time at Slimbridge, giving hope that this
greatly endangered species (world population now down to less than 100 pairs)
could be saved from extinction. After breakfast I got on the internet to find out
more, first visiting Photo and basic facts. I then went to the Birdlife page on the
species (http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3060) which
told me this bird is exactly the same size as our House Sparrow (14 - 16cm) and
breeds on the extreme eastern tip of Siberia, just across the Bering Sea from
Alaska, and each autumn it travels down the east coast of China to spend the
winter in Burma and Bangladesh. I then listened to a BBC World Service
programme about the destruction of shoreline habitat for birds by China that
threatens many bird species that rely on this coast for food and, in the case of our
Sandpiper, for sustenance over a prolonged period when they moult their
feathers. This programme told me that the Chinese government pays for any
development project without evidence that the project is successful.

Back in 2011 and 2012 our Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust started a project to save
the Sandpiper from extinction by taking eggs from the remaining nests in Siberia
(taking them at a time when the birds were still able to lay a replacement second
brood) and bringing them to Slimbridge where they hoped to create an alternative
population that would survive the extinction of the Siberian population. This not
only involved artifical incubation of the eggs but also a pattern of artificially
controlled day-lengths and temperatures to simulate the experience of the adults
during the second year when they would normally be migrating to and from their
Asian wintering grounds in case this was necessary to bring them into breeding
condition in their new home at Slimbridge.
The reason for the great excitement today over the laying of seven eggs by two
females at Slimbrige is that four years after the conception of this project the eggs
are a first sign that the population at Slimbridge could be self-sustaining .
This project seems a good way to save the species from extinction but it is only
one of several such schemes including projects to re-introduce Great Bustards to
Wiltshire, Wolves and Beavers to Scotland, Bumblebees to Kent and Water Voles
to various rivers, while building up a comprehensive 'Millenium Seedbank' for
restoring any species that accidentally beomes exrinct ..... Persuing this line of
thought I wonder if the human race itself will be successful in re-locating itself to
another planet? .. and coming back to the EU Referendum will our votes be
successful in preserving England's 'green and pleasant land' from the invasion by
foreigners for whom the choice of staying in their homeland is eliminated by war,
famine, disease and the cruel money-making schemes of the people traffickers?
To my mind there is only one way of ensuring that this world becomes a place
where we humans and all the other species that inhabit it and, by their lifestyles,
make it habitable for all species. That would require all species, not just humans,
to abandon their built-in drive to multiply, and to consume the resources which the
planet has to offer, so that every individual had a 'fair share' - but I can see no
way in which that ideal state could be brought about so let's have a Referendum
on 'How to save the planet' - maybe Boris Johnson and Donald Trump will join
forces to create the first successful system of World Government that not only
saves the Broad-billed Sandpiper but at the same time reverses Global Warming
and provides a global Health Care system.
Mon 13th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Dyer's Greenweed at Prinsted Point and Moth Mullein in Prinsted are among
today's eight additions to my June flower list.
This afternoon I cycled east to Prinsted and on my way through Emsworth I noted
two garden flowers which qualify for my list by their ability to survive for several
years with no gardener's care. The first was the New Zealand Cabbage Palm
(Cordyline australis) - see Cordyline palm tree - and the second was the Dotted
Loosestrife plant - see Dotted Loosestrife which is almost identical to our native
Yellow Loosestrife - to separate the two you have to look at the green sepals
behind the yellow petals - Dotted Loosestrife has all green sepals but Yellow
Loosestrife has thin orange edges to it sepals - see the topmost flowers which are
still in bud and thus exposing the sepals in Orange edged sepals of Yellow
Loosestrife.
Once through Emsworth I turned south down Thorney Road, then turned left into
Thornham Lane which I followed beyond Thornham Marina to where it becomes a

grassy track leading to Prinsted Point and to the eastern footpath round Thorney
Island. About two thirds of the way along this grassy section I found what I was
hoping to see - a mass of Dyer's Greenweed just begining to show its yellow
flowers - for info and a photo (below a drawing of the plant) see Dyer's
Greenweed. While in this area I had a distant view of the two artificial Osprey
nests (unused by the Ospreys which often spend a couple of weeks on Thorney
Island on their way south in the autumn) which have been created on top of two
of the array of landing lights guiding planes to land on the airfield which ceased
operation more than 30 years ago. I also found one more wild flower to add to my
list. This was Tufted Vetch - see Tufted Vetch.
On my way back along Thornham Lane I stopped to look at the first Feverfew
plant of the month and next to it I found a single plant of 'Touch me not' Balsam
which I did add to the list although it seemed to be past flowering. I then turned off
to return home via Prinsted village where I found several freshly flowering Moth
Mullein plants which have persisted as garden escapes in an unsurfaced cul de
sac leading to a footpath heading west. Still in the village I found Creeping Jenny
flowering in a garden, bringing my June total to 222.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 6 - 12 (WEEK 23 OF 2016)
Sun 12th June
An empty Egret eggshell at Langstone and seven newly flowering plants
bring my June list to 214 species.
Family visitors yesterday precluded serious plant hunting but a walk to Langstone
Pond did add unmissable flowers on Great Willowherb and, while passing the
many Egrets on their nests around Langstone Pond, the sight of what can only
have been an empty Egret eggshell on the mud by the seawall. At the time I could
not decide if this was evidence of Egret hatching or of Crow predation but back at
home I read that Peter Raby had been there earlier in the day and had seen two
chicks in each of two nests so I am assuming the eggshell marked the successful
hatching of an Egret chick.
Today, when the sun came out in the afternoon, I cycled to the Harts Farm Way
area and turned down Southmoor Lane to the first small stretch of wooden
fencing bordering the pavement. Here I dismounted and had a look at the base of
the fenching against which, despite close mowing of the grass along the
pavement edge, many small plants of Knotted Hedge Parsley come up each year
and today I found flowers on some survivors of the mowing. Although unmown
plants can grow to a height of more than 20 cm even those only growing to the
height of the mower blades can have tiny white flowers and can set seed so don't
be misled as to the apparent size of the leaves and flowers in the photo at
Knotted Hedge Parsley.
I now headed for the Broadmarsh mountain where I found that Hairy Vetchling
was now flowering as it has done each summer for at least ten years. I believe
this to be the only site for the species in Hampshire and for the status of this plant

in the UK see Hairy Vetchling status and for a photo showing the distinctive two
tone flowers and fleshy stems and leaves see Hairy Vetchling plant photo.
Heading home I stopped on reaching the entrance road to the small group of
industrial units on the south side of Harts Farm Way opposite the gateway to the
new larger units being constructed on the north side. Crossing over to what will
be the main entrance gate to these new units I ticked off my first sight of Bristly
Oxtongue in flower and also found my first Large Bindweed flowers climbing the
wire mesh fencing of the site but the unexpected excitement came from the
discovery of several clumps of a grass species that was new to me. Taking a
specimen home I soon identified it as Annual Beard Grass (Polypogon
monspeliensis) whose UK Status is described at Annual Beard Grass UK status
and of which an impressive photo can be seen at Annual Beard Grass photo
Thu 9th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A visit to south Hayling adds 23 species to my June flower list.
Before reaching the Gunner Point area I made two significant addtions to my list
with Bastard Cabbage on the Saltmarsh Lane seawall and Bladder Senna flowers
at the Kench. If you are not familiar with these plants the Bastard Cabbage looks
from a distance like several other yellow-flowered crucifers but a close look at its
'Chianti bottle' seed pods immeditately confirms its identity - see Bastard
Cabbage seed pods - and the Bladder Senna growing on a large bush/small tree
half way along the east side of the Kench is unique and unmistakeable when it
has flowers (as now) or seed pods on display - see Bladder Senna leaves and
flowers and The semi-translucent seed pods.
Looking over the Golf Course from the Ferry Road I could see that the yellow
flowered Tree Lupins were at their best and this impression continued till I was
south of the Golf Course where all the plants were severely wilting from some
disease which seems to attack them as soon as they have started to flower but
does not kill them off. A multiplicity of possible diseases are described at Lupin
diseases
After the popular beach car park south of the Ferry Inn I headed for the sailing
club and used the narrow path along its fence to reach the best flower-rich area of
the sand dunes without dragging my bike over the shingle on the beach side of
the Tamarisks. Here, as I put my bike down to explore the area, I found a lovely
mass of blue Sheep's Bit flowers - see Sheep's Bit - and close by I found Sea
Bindweed flowers seemingly coming out of the sand (the structure of the plant
being completely hidden underground) - see Sea Bindweed flowers and leaves.
Also in this area I was surprised to find my first Common Centaury in flower
(something I expect to see on the chalk of Portsdown rather than in these sand
dunes) - see Common Centaury. These patches of bright colour were set in a
mass of eye-catching Hare's Tail Grass and tiny inconspicuous Sea Clover.
Looking out through a gap in the Tamarisks to the shingle I could not only see the
white flowers and grey leaves of Sea Kale but also a couple of splashes of bright
yellow where the first Yellow-horned Poppies were starting to flower.
Emerging from the Sand Dunes I followed the main track around them as they
followed the boundary of the Golf Course as it turned east. Here I came on my
first sight of ground hugging Restharrow flowers - see Restharrow - and began to

hear continuous Skylark song with the occasional Meadow Pipit as silent
Swallows skimmed low over the ground.
I was now in the area which, on my last visit, had been full of Green-winged
Orchid flowers but today there were none to be seen as I settled down to have my
lunch on one of the wooden benches. Before opening my sandwiches I left the
bike by the bench and walked no more than a dozen paces towards the Golf
Course, stopping on slightly higher ground to scan for the rarest plant to be found
here - Nottingham Catchfly. I was not surprised to draw a blank at this early date
but as I glanced down to avoid tripping over the low growing Gorse around my
feet I found fresh flowers of the Catchfly were brushing against my legs! To see
why this night flowering plant can so easily hide among vegetation growing to the
same height see Nottingham Catchfly. Note that the left had photo gives the
typical day time view of the plant. At night the flowers open fully and give off a
strong scent to attract moths.
After my lunch I continued east past the Golf Course and carparks to the east end
of the 'mini golf' course where on my last visit I was concerned to see that the
Gorse south of the south east corner of the 'mini golf' course had been
comprehensively eradicated, causing me to fear that Hayling's only site for Pale
Toadflax (which has survived for years among the Gorse) would be subject to
trampling and would not survive. On this visit I was pleased to see that the many
plants, including the Toadflax, which had grown among the Gorse were all
flourishing though none of them were yet flowering. Another addition to my month
list here was Sea Campion.
Crossing the approach road to the beach carparks I found one more plant for my
list. This is Rose Campion (Lychnis coronaria) which, while being a garden
escape, is a colourful perennial plant ideally suited to survive in the dry, poor soil
of the Hayling Beachlands. See Rose Campion
Just one more newflower, bringing my month list to 207, came on the mound
above the gull nesting lagoon at the Oysterbeds - this was Milk Thistle of which
there are only two plants this year. For more info see Milk Thistle.
Wed 8th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
13 more plants for June brings my total to 184 species.
This afternoon I had another look at the New Lane allotments in the hope of
seeing the Weasels Snout/Lesser Snapdragon for which the allotments are the
only place where I have ever found this species (see Weasel's Snout). Usually I
see a number of these plants growing in allotments where the soil has been
turned over but the plants have not been thrown out as 'weeds' - today I felt I was
seeing an omen of the extermination of the species when the only specimen I
could find was growing and flowering on the tarmac of the pavement outside the
allotments. Also flowering here for the first time this year was the much more
successful recent invader - Japanese Honeysuckle and in a couple of plces
nearby I saw my first Scented Mayweed.
Next I headed for Emsworth along the new Warblington school cycleway where I
stopped to check my first Field Bindweed flowers and in looking down at them I
missed seeing one or more Swifts passing over my head and identifying
themselves by their high pitched 'screams'. Further along the cycleway I found
the bright blue of a Cornflower plant flower on the earth bank just within the
Warblington school grounds.

Nothing new until I reached the road bridge over Slipper Mill/Peter Pond in
Emsworth and found a single plant of the Shaggy Soldier which regularly
emerges here in the roadway edge of the pavement where Queen Street meets
the main road. See Shaggy Soldier. Continuing down Slipper Road and through
the Emsworth Marina to the sea wall where the expected Black Mustard was in
flower and alongside it was my first Hedge Bindweed in flower (Brian Fellows had
seen this back on June 1). Continuing towards the Thorney Deeps I stopped by
the gate marking the west end of the old NRA track to the Thorney Main Road but
did not go through it - instead I had a look round the scrubby area horth of the
track where my first Self Heal was flowering and a couple of Bee Orchids were
out.
Going back through the Marina I stopped near the exit to Slipper Road to add the
bright yellow flowers of Spanish Broom to my list. Just one more stop on my way
home at Nore Barn to confirm that the English Scurvygrass was still flowering. By
now it was difficult to spot as most flowers had become seed pods - more flowers
could be seen on Greater Sea Spurrey which was also new for the month. I was
not expecting anything more on my way home but at the south west corner of
Nore Barn Wood I could not miss the bright yellow spike of my first Agrimony
flowers bringing my June list to 184 species with plenty of time to top the 200
mark.
Tue 7th June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
An uncommon Marsh Tern species at Brading on the Isle of Wight.
Browsing the internet this evening I came across a report of a Whiskered Tern
(Chlidonias hybrida though some sources including my Collins Field Guide call it
Chlidonias hybridus) seen at the Brading RSPB reserve on the Isle of Wight
between 7am and 8:45am on Monday June 6. Although not a world rarity this
species is a "two star rarity" in Britain with at most one or two sightings each year.
It is one of three Marsh Tern species which are seen in Britain - commonest is the
Black Tern which is seen in numbers as a passage migrant and which
occasionally breeds here, much less common is the White Winged Black Tern
and very rarely seen here is this Whiskered Tern. For an excellent set of photos
and basic info go to Whiskered Tern. Note that you see one set of photos by
clicking the arrows at either side of the main photos and can see another set
(featuring nesting and chicks) by clicking the 'Slideshow' box at top right of the
main photos.
The Brading reserve had a good selection of birds on Sunday June 5 including
Spoonbill, Hobby, Cuckoo, Garganey and Turtle Dove (this seen in Brading
town). Nearer home a Little Owl was seen on the fence posts of the Bridge Farm
fields just across the road from the Langstone Hotel in Northney (Hayling Island)
at 6:15am on June 7.
My own flower sightings in Havant over the past couple of days have brought my
June species list to 171 with a bright yellow Welsh Poppy growing under the
bench seat in the St Faith's Church yard plus my first Smooth Hawksbeard and
Knotgrass elsewhere in Havant on June 6 plus my first Enchanters Nightshade
flowers in the East Pallant roadside today with Trailing Bellflower and Borage also
being added to the list.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 30 - JUNE 5 (WEEK 22 OF 2016)

Sun 5th June

A visit to Warblington SSSI.
This afternoon I had a look round the marshy SSSI field immediately east of the
main Warblington Cemetery to add a few species to my June list. The additions
were Tufted Forget-me-not, Brookweed (now in flower), Sea Arrowgrass and
Subterranean Clover. I was also interested in seeing how many Southern Marsh
Orchids could be found - in the 1980s I expected to see around 800 but today my
score was a meagre 55. This reduction in numbers is probably related to the
reduction in grazing pressure allowing trees that once grew only around the
stream to spread out into the meadow though that has not inhibited a significant
increase in the Ragged Robin population. While in the meadow I also spotted my
first Snipe Fly of the year.
On my way home along the new cycleway following the railway across the
Warblington School grounds from Warblington Level Crossing to the New Lane
level crossing in Havant I made two plant discoveries on the earth bank inside the
School fence which I assume was the result of levelling the route of the new
cycleway and dumping the 'arisings' alongside the route (if so the flowers to be
seen on the bank are just a result of turning over the soil that was already there
rather than importing soil from elsewhere. I have already commented on finding
Common Fumitory and Common Poppies on the bank but today I saw two more
species for the first time. One was Bugloss (Anchusa arvensis) which I used to
believe could only be found on the sand dunes around Hayling Sailing Club at
Black Point until it appeared recently on waste ground outside industrial units at
the south end of Southmoor Lane near Budds Farm. The other was a strikingly
coloured flower which I did not recognize (bright yellow and white flowers on a
low growing plant - see Meadow Foam) which Google helped me to identify as a
native of California which has recently become part of the flood of 'illegal
immigrants' which we are unable to stop entering this country! I find the species,
called Meadow Foam (Limnanthes douglasii), is included in my 1997 second
edition of Staces Flora so it has been known here for at least 10 years and Stace
says of it .."much grown for ornament and frequent on tips and by roads,
seashores and lakes, rarely but briefly persisting".
Fri 3rd June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The end of an exciting start to my flower finding in June.
I ended the first part of the highlights of my flower hunting on June 1 and 2 with
my visit to the wonderful 9.25 acres of natural grassland on top of the
Broadmarsh 'mountain' (one time rubbish tip) where the grass, tinged pink with
flowering Sorrel, hid hundreds of colourful Grass Vetchling flowers plus the leaves
of the forthcoming Hairy Vetchling (common in Europe but not found anywhere
else in Hampshire - presumably imported with the soil used to cap the old rubbish
tip). Had the weather been sunnier I could well have seen my first Meadow Brown
and Marbled White butterflies here... From there (after adding Common Spotted
Orchid to my list) I rode west along the shore from the Broadmarsh slipway to the
western carpark (now lined with concrete blocks to prevent Top Gear fanatics
from practising high speed handbrake turns) where the Rosy Garlic, on the east
side of where the entrance road enters the carpark, was at its most colourful.
Riding up from the carpark to the Harts Farm Way roundabout I joined the
cycleway to Portsmouth alongside which I saw indiviual plants of Vipers Bugloss

(see Vipers Buglss), several flowering Bee Orchids and a mass of Heath
Speedwell which has only appeared here (alongside the water of Chalk Dock) in
recent years but has now formed large 'mats' with its distinctively coloured upright
stems of flowers (see Heath Speedwell mat).
The area between the Eastern Road round about and the entrance to Farlington
Marshes had its usual mixed bag of flowers starting with the garden escape
Gladiolus which I first saw on May 19. On that visit Pale Flax was just starting to
flower - today it was abundant and the Ribbed Melilot was still flowering but had
been joined by Field Scabious and another first for the year - flowering White
Stonecrop. By now it was raining so I saw nothing new on the way home
When the rain ceased in the afternoon I headed for north Hayling, taking a roundabout route through the Langstone 'new' housing to tick the tiny yellow flowers of
Least Yellow Sorrel at the only site I know for the species, alongside the footpath
from the A27 Langstone roundabout to Langstone Mill just north of where it
crosses Southbrook Road for the second time. For photos see Least yellow sorrel
but beware that these photos appear to enlarge the plants to the size of the much
commoner Spreading Yellow Sorrel whose leaves can be green but are often a
brownish colour. The leaves of the Least Yellow Sorrel are always green and the
plants are tiny in comparison with the commoner plant.
After crossing the main road to follow the track of the Billy Line behind the
Langstone housing I passed a big plant of Greater Celandine, covered with bright
yellow flowers, before turning off onto the embankment leading to the remnants of
the bridge which once took the trains over to Hayling (or onto the wooden pier
from which they could roll onto ships to cross the Solent to the Isle of Wight). This
embankment was built up with chalk which supports its own plant community
alongside the harbour edge shingle on which Sea Sandwort flourishes near the
bridge end. Also at this end I was surprised to find a species I have not seen here
before, Perennial Wall Rocket (replacing the plants of this species which were
once a regular sight behind the Signal Box on the main line adjacent to the New
Lane level crossing but have not been seen there in recent years).
Rejoining the cycleway to Langstone Bridge I had a surprise when I noticed some
tiny flowers of what seemed to be Dove's Foot Cranesbill that I was about to tread
on - luckily I had my magnifying lens with me and by sacrificing one of the flowers
I was able to check that the flower stem was covered with tiny hairs, all of the
same length, and this plus the small size and slightly mauvish colour of the
flower, told me that I had found my first Small Flowered Cranesbill of the year.
While here I noticed that the area behind the last few Langstone houses was
covered in the first Japanese Rose flowers of the year, and at the southern end of
the bridge (at the start of the path re-connecting to the Billy Track) a mass of
Hedgerow Cranesbill gave me another tick. Further along this connecting path I
came on my first Hop Trefoil of the year but I then had to wait till I was south of
the Oysterbeds area where the old rail line comes close to the harbour shore to
tick my first Sea Kale flowers.
Turning back north I added Slender Thistle to my list near the Oysterbeds before I
crossed the busy main road for a look at the North Common area of Northney
where I hoped the Goat's Rue might have some flowers but it did not though
recalling my ride along the road opposite Bridge Farm I realised that I had not
recorded the mass of Thrift still flowering on the saltings there and this brought
my final total to the 158 species in yesterday's headline.

Thu 2nd June
(Link to previous day’s entry)
158 flowering plant species seen in the first two days of June.
Despite a chill north wind and occasional rain a walk round Havant and a cycle
ride to the Farlington Marshes entrance on June 1 gave me 140 plants in flower
while brighter and drier weather on June 2 (despite a stronger north wind)
increased that count to 157 with a cycle ride to north Hayling. Some of the
highlights of the two days are mentioned below.
To start my list I found 16 wild flowers in my own garden, the highspot being the
Purple Toadflax which has only just started to flower in the driveway. Next I
visited Havant Cemetery where Ground Elder and White Bryony were additions to
my year list as well as the June list. Although not a plant I also saw Chicken of the
Woods fungus there for the first time this year. A few yards further up New Lane
the allotments gave me Common Fumitory and the bright yellow Californian
Poppies while walking back down the west side of New Lane gardens added
Foxglove, Salsify and Shining Cranesbill.
South of the level crossing I turned left onto the Billy Track where pools on either
side of the track gave me Water Cress and Yellow Iris plus a couple of first
flowers on Brooklime and an unexpected Garden Lupin (presumable thrown over
the garden fence of one of the houses. Continuing south to the path giving access
to Grove Road I took a quick look at the 'Lymbourne Triangle' area east of the old
railway, adding the flowering Spindle Tree to my list then back to Grove Road
where I found the first flowers on Hedge Woundwort and Spotted Dead Nettle in
the Conservation area. Further along Grove Road Honeysuckle was flowering in
a garden before I turned down the path into Juniper Square which gave me my
first flowering Caper Spurge plants plus flowers on a Square-stalked Willowherb.
Leaving the Square via the southern perimeter of Bosmere School I walked up
Park Road South to the old Havant Mill Pond where I could see, over the white
wavy railings, not only Water Figwort but also my first Creeping Thistle flowers.
After ticking the Stream Water Cowfoot flowers in the Homewell Spring I took the
path along the south of St Faith's churchyard in which I saw that the newly formed
Churchyard Bio-diversity Group had created 'No Mowing' areas in a couple of
places - paradoxically when I took a look inside the churchyard the only new
species I found was Goatsbeard which had come up outside the fenced off areas!
Heading home for lunch via The Twittens I not only saw the big yellow flowers of
Fremontodendron but also spotted a small clump of the low growing Grey Field
Speedwell with its tiny deep blue flowers to bring my morning count to 114.
After lunch I got on my bike to head for Broadmarsh where the large area of
grassland on top of the 'moutain' created by the long disused rubbish tip gave me
great delight when I found the grass had many plants of Grass Vetchling in flower
hidden within the grass (see photo at Grass Vetchling flower) - and while walking
though the grassland I found the distinctive leaves of Hairy Vetchling which has
its only known Hampshire site here and will be well worth seeing in a few weeks
when it is in flower - meanwhile see Hairy Vetchling two-tone flower and seed. To
find the plants when not in flower look out for the 'two fingers' which it raises at
the top of its stem - see Hairy Vetchling raising two fingers with its topmost
leaves..
This account of my finds on June 1 and 2 is 'to be continued'
Tue 31st May

(Link to previous day’s entry)
Bearded Vulture still in Britain and a Black-browed Albatross arrives on Fair
Isle to add excitement to a wet and windy end of May, plus news of three
more Butterflies and three more Dragonflies.
Black-browed Albatross very rarely comes north of the Equator but a report for
May 28 on the RBA website of one seen on Fair Isle reminded me of one bird
which turned up in the Hebrides in 1972 and was seen there every year until 1996
when the following 'obituary' of him was written - see Albert Ross. Since then
there have been quite a few more Albatross sightings. Between 1975 and 2004
the BTO recorded the species in the following counties ...
Lothian in 2002
East Yorkshire in 2002
Kent in 2001
Shetland in 1997
Pembrokeshire in 1990
Scilly Isles in 1998
Sussex in 1984
Devon in 1980
Orkney in 1975
North Yorkshire in 1968
This year another unexpected visitor to Britain has been a young Lammergeier or
Bearded Vulture. After being seen in Belgium it appeared in Wales (Gwent) on
May 12. Next came sightings in Dartmoor on May 16 and 20 before the bird
moved west to Bodmin Moor in Cornwall where it was seen on May 22 and 24
before moving back to Dartmoor on May 29. While following up these reports I
learnt that there is a project to introduce some of these birds into the Alps (see
Guardian.) and that it is 'the only bird of prey that lives almost entirely on the
marrow from the bones of dead animals' This I learnt from the Daily Telegraph
(see Daily Telegraph.
Two other reports of uncommon birds seen nearer home on May 29 were a Redbreasted Flycatcher seen near Romsey and a Little Bittern somewhere in the
London area.
Turning to insects Brian Fellows took an excellent photo of a very colourful micromoth just outside his home in Emsworth on May 29 - see it at Common Tubic
moth. For the UK Moths page on this species see More photos and facts. Also in
the recent news has been the first sightings of Meadow Brown butterfly near
Pulborough on May 27, the first Marsh Fritillary and the first Small Pearl Bordered
Fritillary (both on May 26 in Bentley Wood on the Hants/Wilts border).
The latest Dragonfly species to be reported have been the Brilliant Emerald at
Thursley on May 27, the Emperor also at Thursley on May 28 and the Black-tailed
Skimmer in Nottinghamshire on May 28.
Finally for today I noted the appearance of two more orchid species both seen at
Martin Down on May 28. One was the uncommon Burnt Tip orchid which I think
has its only Hampshire site at Martin Down, the other was the more widespread
Fragant orchid. For photos see Burnt Tip orchid and Fragrant orchid.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 23 - 29 (WEEK 21 OF 2016)

Sun 29th May
Oak Apple Day: No Oak Apples seen but Dog Rose flowers and a mass of
Sea Clover among 7 new flowering species for the month.
Ths morning BBC radio told me this was 'Oak Apple Day' which Wikipedia tells
me has long been celebrated on May 29 in England to celebrate the restoration of
the English Monarchy in 1660. More recently my diary entry for May 23 of last
year records that, as in several previous years, Oak Apples could be seen on an
Oak tree by the 'Church Path' from Nore Barn in Emsworth to Warblington Church
- the Oak in question being on the west side of the first field you cross after
leaving Nore Barn wood where it overhangs a more or less permanent pond
adjacent to the north side of the path. This determined the destination of today's
afternoon outing but before lunch I took a short ride to the New Lane allotments in
Havant to check on the presence of the Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea plants
which normally grow up the roadside fencing along New Lane (see the photo of
these already flowering in Kent in yesterday's blog entry). The plants were there
but a long way off flowering. While there I also had a look for the Weasels Snout
(Misopates orontium) plants which have their only known site in the Havant area
in these allotments. I'm pretty sure I could see the leaves of one plant with no
flowers yet open but there will be no doubt when these 'minature Snapdragon'
flowers do open - see Weasel's Snout in flower. Continuing my ride to the bank of
the Lavant Stream where it flows through public grassland south of Crosslands
Drive I did find two Dog Rose flowers (the first I have seen this year) so the trip
was not 'pointless'.
Later in the afternoon I set out to have a look at the Oak Apple tree but could see
no Oak Apples but there was plenty of other interest in the area. Before reaching
Nore Barn wood I added Marsh Thistle to my year list, seen from the south end of
the Selangor Avenue path near where electricity power lines cross it, and in that
same area I could see at least two Southern Marsh Orchids in flower. Reaching
Nore Barn Wood I chained my bike to the fence close to the kissing gate I had
just come through and then walked west through another kissing gate on the
Church Path route and, before continuing west for my abortive search for Oak
Apples, I immediately turned right to go back north on the Warblington Farm side
of the Selangor Ave path fence to have a closer look at the Marsh Orchids,
finding six of them in flower.
Next I headed south of the Church Path into the field which contains the pond by
the sea wall. On entering this field I turned left to follow the ditch alongside its
northern hedge (in which a mass of Bittersweet Nightshade was flowering with a
magnificent specimen of Water Figwort starting to flower nearby. Less
conspicuous, in the water of the ditch, were a few white flowered plants which I
believe to be Large Bittercress. As I followed the field edge ditch south towards
the pond I noticed several more specimens of this Bittercress and in the grass of
the trodden field edge path I spotted one example of a tiny, blue flowered, vetch
which I took to be my first Smooth Tare of the year. Reaching the pond there was
much Celery Leaved Buttercup in its northern edge but as I came to the western
edge I found the distinctive leaves (no flowers yet) of Brookweed - the lower of
the two photos at the following link show the leaves, the upper photo shows the
flowering stem and small white flowers which will follow, see Brookweed.
Continuing round the southern side of the pond I was pleased to see that I could

cross to the seawall on dry ground and when I reached the seawall I was
delighted to find a mass of Sea Clover with its tiny white florets - see Sea Clover
flowers - if you miss the flowers directly in front of you after reaching the seawall
go on north along the seawall and you will find another mass on the concrete
cover of the pipe taking excess water from the pond into the sea.
Returning to my bike I rode down the western path around the wood but stopped
just before reaching the harbour edge. Just inside the wood along this
southernmost of the paths entering the wood from the western path I found my
first Rough Chervil (the Cow Parsley look-alike distinguished by its later flowering
and its purple spotted stems). Just one more first flower on my way home were
my first Common Poppies flowering on the earth bank just inside the Warblington
School grounds south of the new cycleway alongside the railway from the school
to the new housing near the New Lane level crosing. I had seen a Poppy flower
outside Warblington Church on May 16 but that was clearly some garden escape
cultivar.
Sat 28th May
Nightjars churring in Havant Thicket, Mayflies rise at Brook Meadow, and I
discover a Hampshire Dragonfly blog
Nightjars were churring at several south coast sites last night and the reports
included one of two birds heard in Havant Thicket. Other interesting bird news for
yesterday included what I think are the first reports via RBA for this summer of
Corncrake and returning female Red Necked Phalarope (they leave the males to
brood and care for the young), a Glossy Ibis seen circling over Arundel and a
Common Sandpiper in the mouth of the Hermitage Stream at Broadmarsh plus a
Great White Egret and a Short Eared Owl seen over the Langstone Harbour
islands.
Insect news is of the first Golden Ringed Dragonfly of the year seen at a site on
the Hampshire/Dorset border and checking on where this site (the Troublefield
Nature Reserve near Hurn airport) was to be found introduced me the a
Hampshire Dragonflies blog with some great photos - see Paul Ritchie's
Dragonfly blog). More insect news came from Brook Meadow in Emsworth where
Mayflies rose from the river - one of them came to rest in the grass of the
meadow allowing Romney Turner to take the photograph you can see at
Ephemera danica Mayfly. The only other insect report which caught my eye was
of a pristine Painted Lady at Aldworth in Sussex - possibly a new immigrant?.
Over on the north coast of Kent at Reculver photos were taken of the first
flowering Broad Leaved Everlasting Pea (see Everlasting Sweet Pea flowers and
of a colourful species (Tansy Leaved Phacelia)planted by some farmers to attract
pollinating insects (see Phacelia).
Fri 27th May
Purple Toadflax starts flowering, Little Terns loose their Pagham nest site,
and a list of Dragonfly species on the wing.
Today the first flower opened on one of the self-sown Purple Toadflax plants in
my driveway to bring my count of species in flower this month to 210. As that is
probably of little interest to most people I also discovered from the Selsey website
that natural erosion of the Pagham Harbourmouth has now removed the nest site
for Little Terns in that area - see the paragraph headed "Pagham spit" and the
following photos in the June 25 entry on the Selsey website at Changes to

Pagham Spit.
For more info and photos of the Dragonfly species go to Dragonfly species and
click on the name of the species for which you want details. For Damselfly
species do the same at Damselfly species
Thu 26th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Portsdown gives me a dozen new species for my year list including Bee and
Common Spotted Orchids and Small Blue butterflies.
A light wind and a sunny sky made a good setting for a visit to Portdown and I
added Nipplewort to my flower list before leaving Havant. In the Fort Purbrook
area I began with a look around the short cul de sac road leading south from the
Crookhorn Road where the bare chalk on the north side was brightly coloured
with a variety of Aquilegias - among them were my first flowering plants of
Common Gromwell and Common Milkwort plus my first Small Blue butterflies, the
satiny black of their upper wings exciting me more than the brighter blue of
Common and Holly Blues that were also present.
Crossing the Crookhorn Road to explore the strip of natural chalk habitat between
the Fort and the busy Hill Road I immediately began to see Common Spotted
Orchids in flower (I must have passed at least 50 before reaching the north end of
this area) but the most prolific area for wild flowers was on the south side of the
Hill Road between Farlington Avenue and the London Road.
Here the area below the east end of the car park was ablaze with the bright pink
of Sainfoin and the west edge of the Collyer's Pit (no longer a major site for Flint
mining!) had good show of Rosy Garlic. One of the many memorial benches at
the west end of the car park provided an excellent view over the Solent out to the
Isle of Wight while I had my lunch before crossing the slip road taking south
bound traffic down to join the London Road. West of that slip road the grassland
is managed as natural chalk downland and is almost free of human pressure so I
was not surprised to find Hoary Plantain, Fairy Flax and Rough Hawkbit newly in
flower.
Crossing the bridge over the London Road I walked down the north bound slip
road where I was rewarded with Kidney Vetch and Wild Thyme plus a single Bee
Orchid having its lowest flower ready to burst out of its protective sheath. While
this is an early date for Bee Orchids the fact that I only saw one plant in an area
usually crowded with them may be a sign that this is going to be a poor year for
this species.
Continuing west along the Hill Road I had almost reached the busy View Point
carpark when a splash of bright yellow attracted me to my first cluster of Common
Toadflax plants with an early flowering plant of Weld nearby. Reaching the west
end of Fort Widley I chained my bike to the railings outside the Equestrian Centre
and took a walk round the hill slopes south of the road where I only found one
new, and very unexpected, flowering plant - a mature shrub of a Ceanothus
covered with deep blue flowers - the nearest match I can find on the internet is at
Ceanothus thyrsiflorus. By the thickness of its main stem this 'garden escape'
must have been 'on the run' for several years and I suspect that Richard Jones
(Portsmouth's warden in charge of the wildlife on the hill) must have a softspot for

this attractive and colourful invader of our ancient chalk downland to allow it to
remain here for several years.
Nearing the end of my visit as I was heading back to Fort Widley I fell into
conversation with someone who was clearly as interested as I was in the plants
and insects and who wanted to draw my attention to a small cluster of plants that
he had just seen. The plants were in fact the Sainfoin which I had seen earlier in
the day and you can see why they caught his attention by looking at a photo from
the internet at Sainfoin flowers. Reading the Wikipedia article on this plant (see
'All about Sainfoin'.) I not only learnt what a good food source it is for cattle,
sheep and horses, and what a good source of nectar it provides for honey bees,
but also learnt the scientific name of the plant comes from Greek words for
'donkey' and 'to eat greedily'.
After writing the above I had a look at Brian Fellows blog and learnt that two more
orchid species were now flowering in Chappet's Copse (between West and East
Meon) which is Britains top site for one of the two species - named in the blog as
Narrow-leaved Helleborine but also known as the Sword-leaved Helleborine. For
a photo of this plant and directions to find the site see Sword-leaved Helleborine
at Chappett's Copse Last year the count of these orchids came to 'over 4000' this year it was 4,500 The second 'new for this year' species found there was the
Bird's Nest Orchid which get's its name from its root system which "resembles a
bird's nest of twisted and tangled sticks". For photos and more info on this plant
see Birds Nest Orchid. Reading this website I learnt that ... "Lacking chlorophyl, it
looks more like a dead or decaying plant, and is entirely saprophytic, which
means it parasitizes other plants for nourishment, although the word mycoheterotrophs is now known to be technically more correct, since the plants
actually parasitise fungi which are feeding on nearby plants, rather than on
nearby plants directly." A nearer site to Havant where you may find this orchid is
the Q E Country Park.
Tue 24th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Wild Clary flowering in Emsworth
Yesterday Brian Fellows blog told me that a Southern Marsh orchid had started to
flower at Brook Meadow in Emsworth so I headed there today in the hope of
seeing it. To avoid the difficult crossing of North St from Victoria Road I made my
usual diversion via Washington Road and Emsworth Recreation Ground and
riding east along the southernmost path of the 'Rec' I passed under a small
Chestnut Tree with all red flowers which I thought was called an Indian Horse
Chestnut but back at home I found it is called a Red Horse Chestnut (Aesculus
carnea) and that the Indian species has flowers that are mainly white but with
splashes of red colour. In Brook Meadow I made a fairly extensive search of the
Meadow south of the north bridge down to the Lumley exit but had no luck with
the orchid. I did however find the Lesser Stitchwort which had also been seen
there for the first time yesterday and also found several plants of Yellow Rattle
starting to flower.
Heading up Lumley Road past Lumley Mill I found yellow flowered Wallflowers
growing on the tall brick wall just before reaching Lumley Mill Farm and
wondered, as I have done each year, about the origin of these plants. I have seen
similar plants growing on the walls of Portchester Castle and looking as if they
have been there since Roman times (you can see them in a photo taken by Sarah

Patton at Wallflowers on Portchester Castle). The nearest I can get to the origin
of this species (Erysimum cheiri) is that Wikipedia says they are native to Europe
but Stace tells me that they are introduced to Britain....(which would allow for the
Romans having brought them here??).
I rode on up to Westbourne (seeing nothing more exciting than the resident
Llamas in a field on the east bank of the River Ems not far south of Westbourne)
and then turned south down New Brighton Road to check the Wild Clary site on
Christopher Way where at least 25 plants were looking healthy and starting to
flower.
Heading home along Southleigh Road I turned into Fourth Avenue in Denvilles,
then immediately right in Swallow Close to tick Biting Stonecrop which grows in
profusion on the little used pavement on the north side of this road - normally I
find this plant on top of the old wall around St Faith's Church Hall in Havant but
there is no sign of it there this year.
For south coast bird news I recommend the Three Amigos (three members of the
Royal Navy based here in Portsmouth) blog for news of the Great Spotted
Cuckoo at Portland (earning its keep by consuming many of the Brown Tail Moth
caterpillars there) and the Stilt Sandpiper at Pennington see the latest three
entries at Three Amigos at Portland and Pennington.
Mon 23rd May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Latest Insect and Flower News
The first Glanville Fritillary was seen on the Isle of Wight on May 22 and the first
Large Skipper was seen in East Sussex on that same day. On May 23 Brian
Fellows in Emsworth came across a cluster of tiny yellow and black spiderlings
which will soon grow into orb web spiders that will be found everywhere - to learn
about all aspects of the species (Garden Cross Spider or Araneus diadematus)
and see a bundle of its spiderlings go to Garden Cross Spider".
Several orchid species have started to flower recently. The first was the Greater
Butterfly Orchid on the Isle of Wight on May 19. This is an uncommon species but
difficult to distinguish from the commoner Lesser Butterfly Orchid - for photos
showing the features of the Greater see Greater Butterfly and for the Lesser see
Lesser Butterfly. Three more species were seen on Heyshott Down on May 22 these were Fly Orchid, White Helleborine and Twayblade. May 23 saw the first
Southern Marsh Orchid starting to flower in Brook Meadow in Emsworth.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 16 - 22 (WEEK 20 OF 2016)
Sun 22nd May
A walk to Budds Farm gives me seven new flowers and my first Swifts and
House Martins
My first new flowers today were garden escape French Cranesbill and council
planted Burnet Rose in Havant followed by Water Figwort by the Langbrook plus
the first open flowers on Himalayan Giant brambles. My best find came when I
reached the South Moors and found Slender Thistle in flower (several more of
these on Budds Mound) together with a couple of small specimens of Large
Bittercress.
On the Budds Farm pools I ticked my first House Martins and Swifts for the year
and was pleased to see a single Shelduck indicating the possibility that it had a
mate nesting down a nearby rabbit burrow. On the water I was surprised to see

two adult Swans - on Apr 13 I had found the female which had been sitting on her
nest was still on the nest but was clearly dead - and I assume the second bird
seen today, which was showing no interest in the other bird, had flown in from the
small summer flock of around 20 birds on the nearby Hermitage Stream. Also
seen among the gulls on the pools was a single adult Lesser Blackback gull.
On my way home along the South Moors shore I heard and saw a single Meadow
Pipit making its display flight and at the mouth of the Langbrook the Langstone
Pond Swan pair were still present with all nine of their cygnets. Passing
Langstone Pond I heard 'gurgling' from at least one of the nesting Egrets but saw
nothing more of interest until I was back in Havant where the 'Lymbourne Road
Triangle' gave me first flowers on its Spindle Tree.
Sat 21st May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Dalmatian Pelican in Cornwall is joined by a Lammergeier in Devon and a
Bowhead Whale off Cornwall
On May 9th I first heard of a huge Dalmatian Pelican which had arrived in
Cornwall on May 7 (after being seen in Poland and Germany) and was the first to
be seen in the UK in modern times. That bird is still with us, the most recent
sighting being in the Hayle estuary on May 20.
Today's trawl of the internet adds two more species visiting Britain for the first
time. The first is a young Lammergeier (aka Bearded Vulture) which was first
seen in Gwent on May 12 (after being reported in Belgium) and then on Dartmoor
on May 16. This is a genuine first for Britain, unlike the Bowhead Whale seen in
Mounts Bay, south Cornwall, on May 15 and reported with a note that it was the
second for British waters though I cannot find a previous sighting. This is said to
be the second largest species after the Blue Whale, but claims to have the
biggest mouth of all species, and is not rare but is normally confined to the Arctic
(is global warming forcing it to seek new habitat?). For more info see Bowhead
Whale - Wikipedia and Bowhead Whale - WWF. Reading about this whale
introduced me to the term 'spy hopping' which is practiced by several cetacean
species and is described at Spy hopping
My own finds in the past couple of days come from a cycle ride round north
Hayling on May 19 during which I found Wild Mignonette flowering on the north
pier of the old railway at Langstone, lots of Dewberry flowers (the white flowers of
the first Bramble species) at the Oysterbeds, and the first Bittersweet (aka Woody
Nightshade) at Northney. Less prominent new flowers were Buck's Horn Plantain
at Langstone, Corky Fruited Water Dropwort at Northney and a mass of
Foxgloves just opening their flowers in Havant. Today I added one more flowering
species with Hoary Willowherb in the East Pallant in Havant.
Thu 19th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A ride along the Broadmarsh cycleway gives me eight new flowering plants
After lunch today I got on my bike and rode along the Broadmarsh cycleway to
the Portsmouth Eastern Road roundabout where I was greeted by a very
unexpected garden escape Gladiolus species and by my first Pale Flax flowers of
the year. Also around the approach road to Farlington Marshes I found Bladder
Campion, Silverweed and Ribbed Melilot newly in flower plus a single plant of
Rosy Garlic and many plants of Hemlock which I have added to my flowering list
(although I did not see a single open flower I think the species deserves credit for

the way in which it has shot up from at most three foot high with no sign of
flowering to, at least in one case, seven foot high with clearly visible flower
heads). At other points along today's route I found my first flowers on Common
Mallow and on the hybrid between Red and White Campion, plus the first plants
of Yellow Wort (not yet showing flowers). Today's additions bring my count of wild
flower species seen flowering in May to 172.
Before I start today's trawl of the internet the new additions to my month lists
which I noted yesterday include the following butterflies - Common Blue on May
11, Small Blue (12th), Wood White (14th) and Adonis Blue (16th). Interesting bird
reports include a gathering on May 14 of 13 male Mandarin Duck around one
female at Pigeon House Farm (half way down the north slope of Portsdown
behind Fort Widley) on May 14; a late departing party of 11 Brent Geese flying
east past Hill Head on May 15 followed 90 minutes later by 12 Pale Bellied Brent
also going east; also on May 15 a single Crane was seen to land in the West
Wellow area. May 14 saw the start of a major arrival of Hobbys with more than 10
at Dungeness and another 8 over the Pevensey Levels and 8 on the Isle of Wight
plus at least 7 in Dorset at Arne. An interesting comment on the 'site
unfaithfulness' of Mediterranean Gulls from Barry Yates (Rye Harbour reserve
warden) can be seen at Med Gull wanderings. Nightjars seem to have arrived
back at most of their heathland sites and summer plumage Black-necked Grebes
can currently be seen both at Longham Lakes in Dorset and the Dungeness
RSPB reserve where the nearby bird observatory has a photo of the rare shingle
plant called Yellow Vetch (very pale yellow!) on show at Yellow Vetch flower.
Another good photo of an uncommon moth species (Red-belted Clearwing)
comes from Bentley Wood on the Hants/Wilts border via the Hampshire Butterfly
Conservation site - see Red-belted Clearwing moth..
Mon 16th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Cemetery visits give me ten first flowers, five butterflies and a new site for
Hairy Garlic
My monthly visit to the three Havant area cemeteries started with a view of a
massive Horse Chestnut tree in full flower at the corner of New Lane at its
junction with Eastern Road though my first photo, of a flowering Laburnum tree,
was taken in Beechworth Road.
Laburnum and Horse Chestnut in full flower
Within the cemetery Common Dog Violets were flowering profusely in the south
east and as I moved further north I came on my first plant of Salad Burnet in
flower.
Common Dog Violets and first flowers opening on Salad Burnet
Still in the north east area I found Black Knapweed (also known as Hardheads)
opening its first flower of the year before spotting the much more eye-catching
flowers of the two Cockspur Thorn trees against the eastern wall.
First flowers of Black Knapweed and Cockspur Thorn
Along the northern wall dividing the cemetery from the allotments the flower buds
of Himalayan Giant Brambles were not yet open though the purple flowers of
Russian Comfrey could be seen but on the cemetery side of the wall a Holly tree

was flowering as one of the Holly Blue butterflies that are now on the wing flew
by. Moving on to the wall of the Dissenters section the cascade of apparently
lifeless vine hanging over the wall proved to have a few first flowers.
First flowers of Holly and the Duke of Argyll's Tea Tree
The St Faith's area had nothing new to offer (though a Speckled Wood butterfly
offered me a good photo but closed its wings as I pointed my camera at it) but I
did get a picture of Ivy-leaved Toadflax on the outside of its New Lane wall as I
headed for the Dissenter's area where the minute flowers of Cleavers (aka
Goosegrass) greeted me at the gate.
Ivy-leaved Toadflax and the tiny flowers of Cleavers
In the Dissenter's area another inconspicuous flower, Hairy Tare, became another
first on my year list while the shaded ground at the back of this area had a more
colourful patch of Ground Ivy.
My first Hairy Tare flowers and a patch of Ground Ivy in the Dissenter's area.
Walking through the Railway Station forecourt on my way to St Faith's Church I
found flowers on two more plants opening their first flowers of year. One of them,
White Clover, was a genuine 'first', but the other, Broad-leaved Willowherb, had
been seen for the first time two days ago and was mentioned in my previous blog
entry.
White Clover and Broad-leaved Willowherb in Havant Station forecourt.
Reaching St Faith's I found this was a 'Speedwell Day' with examples of five
species in flower - surpisingly I did not spot any Common Field Speedwell which
is normally the commonest species. Walking down Homewell Street the
Churchyard wall gave me Slender Speedwell and completing my external circuit
in South Street I found the deep blue flowers of Grey Field Speedwell flourishing
in another crack in the wall and making its first appearance at this site. Also
present here were Germander Speedwell, Wall Speedwell, and Thyme-leaved
Speedwell.

Slender and Grey Field Speedwell in the external walls of St Faith's Churchyard.
While making my external circuit along the path from Homewell St to South St I
was pleased to find Maidenhair Spleenwort Fern still surviving on the old wall
where Ivy and recent lack of rain have reduced the show of Fern species and in
the churchyard I spotted Cut-leaved Cranesbill hiding among the grass
Maidenhair Spleenwort Fern and Cut-leaved Cranesbill
This afternoon I cycled to Warblington, starting my visit as usual in the extension
where the first things to catch my eye were a couple of Iris flowers, one blue and
yellow and the other white and yellow. I think both fitted the description of
Spanish Iris (Iris xiphium) of which white flowered varieties occur as well as the
bright blue petalled normal form. These were growing in the north east corner of
the extension very close to the northern hedge and a little further west along this
hedge I came on my first open flower on an Elder bush.
Brightly coloured examples of Spanish Iris and the pure white first Elder flower.
In the main cemetery my first surprise was to find Hairy Garlic close to where the
machinery for the site is stored - my photo shows the flourescent jacket of one of
the staff draped over the bench beside which the plant was growing - for me this
species is new for this site. Nearer to the east end of the cemetery I was on the
look out for the small tree with the zig-zag trunk and white flowers that I became
aware of in August last year on account of its unusual bladder-like seed pods.
Today I saw this tree's flowers (which give it the name Carolina Silverbell) for the
first time.
Hairy Garlic, a new plant for the cemetery, and a first view of the Carolina
Silverbell tree in flower

Below is a close up of the flowers I saw today plus a photo of the seed pods
which drew my attention to the tree in August last year.
I often find the memorials to those buried here of great interest but hesitate to
include photos which might intrude on the grief of relatives but the career of one
man which I read today is both unusual and can only be remembered with pride.
So, omitting the name, this career was stated as starting in the Royal Military
Police where he rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant before becoming a Chief
Inspector in the RSPCA and finally one of the select Chelsea Pensioners. To
follow that I added two wild flower 'first for the year' alongside the southern wall of
Warblington Church as I walked back to collect my bike. The first was the
unassuming Pineappleweed and the second my first Poppy of the year - I assume
it was some garden cultivar with wild Common Poppy in its ancestry.
To end a good day I went home via Langstone Pond, where strange but not
unexpected gurglings were coming from Egrets on their nests, and then through
the 'new Langstone' housing where the tiny yellow flowers of Least Yellow Sorrel
(Oxalis exilis) were seen for the first time this year.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 9 - 15 (WEEK 19 OF 2016)
Sat 14th May
Six newly flowering plants in Havant, a Great Spotted Cuckoo at Portland
and anoth 60 Brent appear in Southampton Water
This morning I walked to Havant Cemetery to see if the Duke of Argyll's Teaplant
had started to flower, which it had, and while there I also found the first blossom
on the Cockspur Thorn trees growing against the wall in the north east corner and
the first first flowers on the Russian Comfrey growing in the adjacent allotments
just over the north wall.
On the north side of the rail station I came across the sad sight of an adult male
Blackbird which had probably been attacked by a cat that had torn off its whole
tail, leaving bare flesh at the 'tail end' of its back as the bird took off to escape
before presumably crash landing (loss of the tail meant it had lost much of its
steering and braking facilities) where I saw it in some long grass looking dazed
and unlikely to survive. Over the railway bridge in the station forecourt I was
cheered by the sight of my first Broad-leaved Willowherb with a single pink
flowerbud about to open.
Reaching Havant Park and turning south with the Tennis Courts on my right I
found the delicate pink flowers of the Eastern Redbud tree (Cercis canadensis)
above my head near the south end of the Tennis Courts.
Eastern Redbud tree flowering in Havant Park
Two items on the internet today which may be of interest were, firstly, details of a
Great Spotted Cuckoo which was at Portland yesterday - for several photos and a
video see Great Spotted Cuckoo - and the second observation that intrigued me
was a HOS report for today (May 14) of yet another flock of 60 Brent seen at the
Weston Shore sewage farm just south of Southampton. By this time of year I
would have expected all substantial flocks of Brent to have left our shores leaving
only small groups of less than a dozen birds whose energy has failed them and
which will stay here through the summer. The first question is where are these

birds coming from (perhaps the shores of the Bay of Biscay??) and the second is
why are they attracted to Weston Shore which is where the southern bank of the
River Itchen meets Southampton Water. The fact that this flock seems to have
been in or near a Sewage Works there is even more puzzling.
Thu 12th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The first Holly flowers bring a Holly Blue into my garden and I find two
species of Garlic in flower
The first Holly Blue to be seen in my garden caused me to find that the flowers on
the Holly Tree which it had been investigating were at last starting to open. I then
set out on my bike to check on the Hairy Garlic plants in Langstone Mill Lane and
the Rosy Garlic in the Broadmarsh small west carpark, both of which had been in
bud when last seen. Reaching Mill Lane I was disappointed to find the the
roadside verge opposite the road called Harbourside had been close mown
leaving no trace of the Garlic I was expecting - however a look at the old site for
this plant, a little further west down Mill Lane, now had two or three flower heads
which had survived the less severe trimming of the house driveway. Cheered by
this I cycled on to Broadmarsh where the Rosy Garlic was in flower and
undamaged but lacking the strong rosy colour I remembered from last year.
Other plants seen in flower for the first time this morning were Curled Dock,
Common Sorrel and the form of Sow-thistle which is generally larger than Smooth
Sow-thistle, has very prickly leaves, and tends to have a tight cluster of flowers
where Smooth generally has a single flower - although these are not the
distinction of a pointed auricle to the stem leaves I use them to distinguish what I
call Prickly Sow-thistle and these plants had started to appear today, well after
the Common Sow-thistle. I also found a Willow Tree with bright yellow 5 cm long
male catkins which I believe to be Crack Willow (Salix fragilis).
Internet news for today starts with two Red-rumped Swallows which spent some
time in the Eastbourne area (another was seen at Selsey) - a good photo of one
of the Eastbourne birds can be seen at Red-rumped Swallow. Also in Sussex a
farm near Arundel had 15 (presumably active) House Martin nests, a male Goden
Oriole was seen briefly at Climping on the west side of the mouth of the River
Arun, and a female Red-backed Shrike seemed happily settled in the Filsham
area between Hastings and Bexhill. Over on the Isle of Wight a Turtle Dove was
seen briefly this morning in the Alverstone area.
Poole Harbour had both a Glossy Ibis and a single Black-winged Stilt today. Back
in Sussex at Rye Harbour the 62 pairs of breeding Avocet have begun to hatch
their chicks - see Avocet chicks. For a photo of a Turtle Dove which arrived at
Sandwich Bay yesterday see Turtle Dove - another Turtle Dove was in Plymouth
this evening.
Wed 11th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The Dalmation Pelican mystery deepens
The Dalmatian Pelican which has been in the Lands End area of Cornwall from
May 7 to 11 at least can now be seen in a photo on the Cornwall Birding website see Photo of the Cornish Pelican - but the reason for its presence becomes more
of a mystery with the comment on the RBA website saying ... "it transpired that it
had previously visited Poland between 6th-11th April, Germany on 16th April-1st
May, and eastern France on 3rd May." I think we can now rule out the theory that

it has escaped from Paignton Zoo and I am now torn between the theory that this
individual bird has had a serious malfuntion of its GPS system and is unable to
get back to the eastern Mediterranean area or the theory that it has been taken
over by the 'People Smugglers' which operate in that area and is being used as a
'Drone' to prospect new routes for their business.
Another subject that has caught my attention this week with a similar mixture of
wildlife interest and fantasy is the Book of the Week being broadcast on Radio 4
at 9:45 each morning. This is an adaptation for radio of Chris Packham's
autobiography set in the form of a discussion between himself and his psychoanalyst of the events of his early life which have created the rather puzzling
character which we see on TV. I believe the book is available in print under the
title "Fingers in the Sparkle Jar" but you can hear the radio version on BBC Radio
4 I-Player by putting "http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b079mwt6" into your
computer, then clicking 'See all episodes from Book of the Week' at the foot of the
right hand panel of the screen that comes up. That will bring up a screen showing
all the episodes so far available and allowing you to click the 'Play' symbol on
whichever episode you want to hear.
Tue 10th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Emsworth gives me ten more flowering plants for May
When this afternoon turned out to be dry and sunny I thought I would visit
Emsworth to see what flowers it could add to my May list with no strong
expectations other than the Celery-leaved Buttercups at Brook Meadow but by
including the Marina in my visit I came home very satisfied with ten new species
on my list and with an enhanced knowledge of Tamarisks.
I started with the Celery-leaved Buttercups which I am familiar with on the
Langstone South Moors where the presence of cattle means that they never get a
chance to grow to any height - here in Brook Meadow several of the plants had
grown a foot or more tall and were adorned with many flowers. Close to them
Common Comfrey was in flower and nearby I found a full grown Broad-leaved
Dock starting to open its flowers.
Encouraged by these finds I cycled on to Emsworth Marina, adding Tree Mallow
as I passed the Slipper Pond, and walked along the Marina sea wall where
Hedgerow Cranesbill was flowering in several places and Black Mustard was
showing the yellow of its flowerbuds. Although Hemlock was abundant there was
no sign of its flowers but while looking for them I noticed that the early pink
flowered form of Tamarisk was already starting to flower on the inner walls of the
marina. I thought I knew the name of this species, which is widely planted by the
motorways in the Portsmouth area, as Tamarisk ramossisima but a web page of
the Gardeners World magazine today told me .. "There are two popular species of
this outstandingly graceful genus, both very similar but one flowering in spring
(Tamarisk tetranda) while the other (Tamarisk ramosissima) flowers in late
summer". From elsewhere on the internet I learnt that both species are commonly
given the English name of Salt Cedar, and the red colour of their flowers (see
Tamarisk tetandra) is very different from the pale pink flowers of the Tamarisk
gallica plantedby the Victorians on our shores.
On my way home I found the first flowers open on Pellitory of the Wall growing on
the brickwork of the bridge taking the main road over the north end of the Slipper
Pond and at the junction of Queen and King Streets the crop of Greater

Celandine in the tiny town garden was eye-catching. This brings my personal May
flower count to 153 species.
Local news from the internet tells me that a foreign species of Stonechat,
currently identified as a Caspian Stonechat, has spent today around the toilet
block at the south end of the Titchfield Haven canal path. While a number of
birders were watching this vagrant Andy Johnson spent the morning at Sandy
Point on Hayling counting 804 Common Terns heading east with 63 Sanderling, 2
Avocet, 2 Arctic Terns, 4 Black Terns, 28 Little and 33 Sandwich Terns.
Last Sunday (May 8) in central Sussex (between Haywards Heath and East
Grinstead) what appears to have been a Great Bustard flew north west towards
Crawley and was described as follows on the SOS website ... "A bird flying
overhead at Highbrook about 4:30 traveling in a north westerly direction. Slightly
larger and heavier than a Buzzard, broader and rounded wings that hung low on
flapping, appeared all white underneath and with no discernable tail. Having
trolled bird books and Internet can only decide that it was a Great Bustard as
nothing else comes near as to what we saw." The website editor commented "A
Great Bustard flew in off the sea at Samphire Hoe, Folkestone, Kent last
Wednesday (May 4)". The only thing I can add is that in recent years there have
been occasional reports of Great Bustard, presumably from the Salisbury Plain
re-introduction site, flying over Dorset and crossing the channel as if heading for
Spain but this year therehas only been one report of one over Poole Harbour on
Apr 18. I cannot recall any previous reports of Bustard arriving in Kent from the
English Channel.
Mon 9th May
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Dalmatian Pelican at Land's End - From Russia with love? or an escapee
from Paignton zoo?
For the first time this month I visited the Cornwall County bird news site (Cornwall
Bird News) and found that a Dalmatian Pelican had been in the Land's End area
from May 7 to May 9, moving restlessly from site to site. I had no background
knowledge of the species so my first visit was to Wikipedia (Species summary)
which, after giving an indication of their huge size and and migratory life style,
centred on the area around the Danube estuary, goes on to discuss the reasons
for their current endangered status which centre on conflict with humans. In
Mongolia their huge bills are each worth ten horses or thirty sheep so poaching
must be added to loss of waterside habitat, unintentional disturbance and the reaction of fishermen who see the birds as major competitors for fish. Another site
worth a visit, mainly for the slideshow of photos at the head of its webpage, is the
WWF page on the species - see WWF endangered species campaign.
Another website which I visited was created by The Gaurdian newspaper on the
subject of re-introducing species to Britain and among a diverse array of species I
was surprised to find this huge pelican get a mention - maybe a bit tongue in
cheek but Stephen Moss who wrote it says: "Personally, I'd like to see one of
Europe's most majestic and endangered birds brought back to our shores. Two
centuries before the birth of Christ, the inhabitants of Iron Age Glastonbury killed
and ate a huge waterbird. More than 2,000 years later, its bones were
discovered, analysed and identified as those of a Dalmatian pelican. Given that
this magnificent species is now on the verge of global extinction, with only about
3,000 pairs remaining worldwide, isn't it time we considered returning it to its

ancestral home? The sight of a flock of the world's largest pelican sweeping low
over the Somerset Levels, and past Glastonbury Tor, would indeed be worth
experiencing."
Coming down to earth we should also consider the possibility that the current
visitor to Cornwall may have come from no further away than Paignton in Devon see Paignton Zoo website.
A more local unexpected bird sighting was reported from Selsey Bill on May 7
where the optics trained on the sea in search of Pomarine Skuas picked out a
Nightjar around a mile offshore, hawking for insects that it had found over the
water. Further east at the Sandwich Bay bird observatory on May 8 at least 7
Cuckoos arrived together.
Also on May 8 the Dungeness observatory had five new dragonfly species for the
year - Red-eyed Damselfly, Common Blue Damselfly, Azure Damselfly, Hairy
Dragonfly and Four Spotted Chaser (a Broad-bodied Chaser was also seen on
the same day at Brading Marsh on the IoW). Back at Dungeness that day a plant
species that I have been looking for, the Changing Forget-me-not in which the
first flowers to open are white, followed by other colours until the majority become
blue, was seen and photographed, as was a Small Flowered Buttercup which I
have long abandoned any hope of seeing for myself.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 2 - 8 (WEEK 18 OF 2016)
Sun 8th May
A visit to Havant Thicket and some snippets of other news
On April 26 Brian Fellows found Lily of the Valley with flower buds in Hollybank
Woods and this morning I visited Havant Thicket to see how the plants there were
doing. Despite the good weather of the past week none of them had any open
flowers though many were in bud. Perhaps the best observation in the Thicket
was a singing Willow Warbler suggesting that they are still breeding there in the
abundant Willow scrub.
New flowers seen today were Annual Wall Rocket and Bird Cherry beside the
Petersfield Road before reaching the Staunton Country Park and Tormentil,
Wood Anemone, Lesser Spearwort and Hairy Bittercress within it. Back in Havant
Feverfew was newly flowering.
Hampshire bird news for the last few days included what was thought to have
been a small influx of Little Egrets, 10 on the Lymington Marshes and another 6 in
the mouth of Southampton Water. With them at Pennington was a single Cattle
Egret and nearby at Keyhaven two Whiskered Terns were confidently reported
and the id is backed up by the Birdguides website that shows 10 reports of the
species from four sites (in Cleveland, Cheshire, Sussex and Gloucestershire) as
well as the Hampshire sighting, all on May 7 and 8. As the Whiskered Tern is a
member of the Marsh Tern family which currently has good numbers of Black
Terns passing along our South Coast that also increases the likelihood of the
sighting.

Brent Goose passage continues with a new group of 45 turning up at Weston
Shore in Southampton Water on May 8 and once again these birds behaved
unexpectedly with 39 of them flying off north up the River Test though some
headed east along the coast with 11 seen passing Browndown and at least 2
passing Sandy Point on Hayling.
Another surprise for sea watchers at Selsey on May 7 was to watch a Nightjar
apparently catching insects over the sea a long way out before reaching land.
The Selsey website also has photos of young Tawny Owls in and out of a nest
box near the Sidlesham Ferry Pool.
With apologies to John Goodspeed I was amused to see his website reporting
two new bird species in our area - best of these typos read "Five bra-tailed
godwits were on the south scrape at Titchfield Haven on 6th." with second prize
going to "Hoobies were seen at Stokes Bay and Titchfield Haven on 6th."
Sat 7th May

Highlights of the first week of May
All three regular Diver species were seen moving along the Channel coast but
more unexpected sightings were of a summer plumaged Red-Necked Grebe off
The Fleet in Dorset (see Red Necked Grebe), a Cattle Egret at Lodmoor near
Weymouth, and both a Glossy Ibis and a Black-Necked Grebe in the Pett area of
Rye Bay. Lapwing hatched their first chick at Farlington Marshes on May 1 and
Canada Geese had 5 young at Eastligh on May 4 and the Langstone Mute Swans
had moved all nine of their cygnets to the safety of the Langbrook Stream by May
5.
Brent Goose passage continues as expected with small numbers being seen
throughout the week but a flock of 74 which appeared in Southampton Water on
May 2 was surprising both for its size at this point in their exodus and for the fact
that they did not act as a single flock and all leave together - by May 4 only 53
were left and that dropped to 46 on May 5 and 25 on May 6.
On May 6 the first Honey Buzzard flew north eastover Dorset, maybe heading for
the New Forest. Also on May 6 a possible Pallid Harrier flew over Christchurch
Harbour while on May 4 a female Red-footed Falcon arrived at Morden Bog in
Dorset. A more unexpected arrival was a party of 10 Black-Winged Stilts which
was reported at Pulborough Brooks on May 2 and then seems to have vanished the only other report was of just 2 at Christchurch Harbour on May 6. Another
unexpected arrival was of a single Kentish Plover at Ferrybridge (Portland) on
May 1, maybe the same bird was at Christchurch Harbour on May 6. A photo of
the Portland bird can be seen at Kentish Plover.
By May 3 the number of Avocet nests at Rye Harbour was 56 but that is expected
to rise. On May 6 both Little and Temminks Stints were seen at Rye Harbour with
a Curlew Sandpiper at Christchurch on May 5 and 7 Purple Sandpipers at
Southsea Castle on May 4. Single Wood Sandpipers were at Sandwich Bay on
May 2 and Pulborough Brooks on May 3. Up channel movement of Bar-tailed
Godwits peaked with 432 at Dungeness on May 1 but 65 were following on, seen
at Portland on May 5. Dungeness also had the highest count of Pomarine Skuas
with 121 heading east on May 6. On May 5 Keyhaven had a high count of 42
Black Terns (Sandy Point on Hayling had 19 on that day).

After three isolated sightings of single Turtle Doves during the rest of the week it
was good to get a count of 19 from Martin Down on May 6. It was also good to
see a surge in House Martin numbers with 30 over Southampton on May 2 and
80 at Eastleigh Sewage Farm on May 3.
The first Hairy Dragonflies were emerging at Rye Harbour on May 7 and on May
5 at least one Broad-bodied Chaser emerged from a garden pond near Salisbury.
Among butterflies the first of this years fresh Red Admirals were seen on May 3.
Other firsts ths week were a Common Blue and a Brown Argus both in Sussex on
May 7.
While looking a Insect news I came on a photo of an interesting fly on the
Susssex butterfly website - see it at Moth Fly Species on Nettle Leaf and to learn
more about this strange group of flies see Moth Flies. That's all I've got time for
tonight.
Thu 5th May
A trip to South Hayling finds the Green Winged Orchids invading the Golf
Course
Today I cycled down the Billy Track to the Gunner Point area of south Hayling
and found at least 1000 Green Winged Orchids in flower without making a
detailed search, and after leaving the area where I expect to see them (about 200
yards east of that area) I found several hundred more within the Golf Course
fence - they may have been there for several years without my noticing as today
the strong east wind deterred me from riding and caused me to walk close to the
fence.
Before reaching the orchid area I stopped at the bus turn-round round about close
to the Ferry Inn and found Early Forget-me-not still flowering there with Bur
Chervil in full flower on the nearby roadside and throughout the Sinah area.
Outside the small cafe at the north end of the waterside carpark Eastern Rocket
was in flower and around the carpark the Tree Lupins were looking healthy but
very few showed any sign of flower buds.
After passing the sailing club I turned into the first gap in the Tamarisks (under
which Spring Beauty is in abudant full flower) to look for my main objective (other
than the orchids) which is Spring Vetch. Usually I find this growing on the 'sand
cliffs' and looking recognizably like a very small Vetch plant. Today I found
nothing so obvious but did notice some tiny flecks of vetch-like colour among the
very short grass on the flat ground and on pulling one of these flecks up I
revealed that the colour did come from a miniscule flower topped by a miniscule
vetchlike pinnate leaf. Later I found more of these minute plants near the orchids
where I also enjoyed a close view of a fresh Small Copper butterfly.
Another addition to my May flower list was the Thrift that is starting to flower and
which has now brought my total of flowering species up to 132.
Wed 4th May
119 Flowers now on my May list plus the first Pearl Bordered Fritillary and
10 Black-winged Stilts in Sussex.
For the first four days of May most of my time has been devoted to searching the
local area for plant species that are in flower and by this evening the total count
had reached 119, mostly species which had been flowering at the end of April.
Newcomers worth a mention included the first Common Nettle, Pendulous Sedge,
Yellow Archangel, Mouse-ear Hawkweed, Scarlet Pimpernel, Wall Speedwell,
Hemlock Water Dropwort, Hogweed, Birds Foot Trefoil, Sea Campion, Common

Catsear, and Round-leaved Cranesbill. One of the finds that I was most excited
by was the discovery of a new site for Hairy Garlic in Mill Lane at Langstone. On
Apr 29 I mentioned finding sheathed flowerbuds on a plant of this growing among
the roadside weeds around the entrance to the second house from the east end
of the straight section of the lane but when I went to look at this on May 3 I found
the weeds and the Garlic had been cut back. Feeling sad at the loss of this I
walked on east past the 'display garden' of the first house only to find several
more plants of the Garlic (I checked that they had the hairy edges to their leaves)
opposite the Harbourside road.
Turning to bird news surpises were a flock of 10 Black-winged Stilts at
Pulborough on May 2 when there was also a long awaited influx of House Martins
with e.g. a flock of 40 heading north up the Test Valley near Romsey and 30 over
Southampton. Also on May 2 a flock of 74 Brent was seen at Weston Shore in
Southampton Water. On Apr 30 the first Bee-eater of the year flew over Portland
and the first Nightjar was heard churring at Plympton in Devon.
I have seen more butterflies than usual in the past few days, including my first
Speckled Wood and Large White but the sighting which excited me was of the
first Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Abbotts Wood near Hailsham in Sussex on Apr 30.
To end this brief bulletin I was told of a Water Vole sighting near the Havant
TESCO store on May 1 and on May 3 I had a good view of what was probably the
same Vole eating Water Crowfoot in the middle of the water channel which flows
through the grounds of the Langstone Gate office block to connect the Langbrook
Stream (just north of the Water Wheel) to the old Havant Town Mill Pond on the
east side of Park Road South at its junction with Solent Road.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 27 - MAY 1 (WEEK 17 OF 2016)
Sun 1st May
Langstone Swans have 9 cygnets among the highlights of a lovely May Day.
As on the first day of each month I set out to see how many plant species I could
find in flower and in today's sunshine a morning walk around Havant plus an
afternoon cycle via Broadmarsh to the Eastern road roundabout (near Farlington
Marshes entrance) gave me a total of 110 sprecies (subject to verification!)
including 13 species that were my 'firsts of the year'. That was good enough but
the day's highlight came as I was passing Langstone pond and found a crowd
around the new Swan family of 9 cygnets - I think that is the highest count of
cygnets I have ever seen at this site.
That was not the only highlight of the day. As I came out of my front door for my
morning walk I found a pair of Herring Gulls looking as if they had decided to build
a nest and settle down on the roof of the house immediately opposite mine, and
when I came home three hours later they were still there but I will be surprised if
they do nest there as the only flat area is on the chimneys where the adults were
perching - there are plenty of pairs nesting the flat rooves of industrial units
beside the railway running north parallel to New Lane, and on the industrial units

south of Bartons Road and west of the COLT offices at the north end of New
Lane, but the only house roof nest I have ever seen was on a bungalow in
Selangor Avenue where the chimney came up a few feet away from the ridge of
the roof and the nest was wedged between the chimney and the roof ridge.
Another highlight was news from Roy Ewing (one the Emsworth Nore Barn
Conservation group) of a Water Vole sighting in the section of the Langbrook
stream running alongside the Havant TESCO store. A further surprise was the
presence of 20 adult Swans in the mouth of the Hermitage Stream beside
Broadmarsh slipway - in past years 100 or more non-breeding Swans would
spend their summers here but there have been very few here in recent years.
My best plant finds today start with the first Nettles which have put out their catkin
like flowers and, appropriately for May Day, the first Ox-eye Daisy with a fully
open flower. A personal highlight was to find my first flowers on Cleavers
(Goosegrass) a good ten days after Brian Fellows photographed one flowering in
Emsworth. Another first, which I have been looking for for an equally long time,
was Hogweed. Other firsts on my list were Mouse-ear Hawkweek,Birds Foot
Trefoil, Pendulous Sedge, Yellow Archangel, Wall Speedwell, Hemlock Water
Dropwort, and, in gardens, Wisteria, Clematis and Potato Vine. Two plants that
were new today, but not yet flowering, were Lesser Swine Cress (giving off its
strong cress scent) and a big clump of Rosy Garlic stems, with sheathed flower
heads, in the small west carpark at Broadmarsh.
Sat 30th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Recent observations.
I spent some time today catching up with this months observations on the internet
prior to the end of April and one bird sighting that impressed me was of a White
Stork circling over the north end of Bosham Creek in Chichester Harbour today
(Apr 30). This is the eighth sighting of a White Stork in south-east England (Kent,
Sussex and Hampshire) that I have seen this month and by far the closest to my
home area - what's more the bird was described as circling in a thermal, as if in
no hurry to move on (all the other descriptions say that the bird was flying over),
which leaves me wondering if Storks are nearing the point at which they settle to
breed here and that thought led me to find out that on 1 Apr 2014 the Daily Mail
published a story with photos purporting to show a pair of Storks building a nest
on a Great Yarmouth chimney - the dateline of Apr 1 suggests this is a made up
story but the time of publication is given as 22:46 at the end of that day (and Apr
1 that year was on a Tuesday) - to make up your own mind see Daily Mail Stork
story. Entering 'Storks in UK' as a Google enquiry shows that they are regular
visitors to the UK in recent years and also that they are kept in at least one bird
collection on Dartmoor.
Another bird in which I have been taking a special interest is the Turtle Dove of
which I have only seen 6 reports, the first being at Portland on Apr 17 and the
nearest to Havant being one at Woods Mill in Sussex on Apr 27 followed by two
purring at Martin Down on Apr 30 - hopefully there will be more to follow. The
other bird in which I have been taking an interest is Brent Goose - I thought we
had seen the last of the departing migrants when 129 flew east past Seaford on
Apr 14 but then a flock of 109 were seen in the Beaulieu estuary on Apr 22,

followed by 285 passing Dungeness on Apr 25 and today (Apr 30) 53 more have
been at Weston Shore in Southampton Water.
Turning to Insects what may have been the first migrant Clouded Yellow was
seen at Folkestone on Apr 28 (a Painted Lady had been seen in Sussex on Apr
14 but could have hibernated). Non-migrants were a female Wall Brown on Apr
26 and the first Small Heath on Apr 28, both at the same East Sussex downland
site. Another early insect was a Hawthorn Shieldbug in Rewell Wood near
Arundel on Apr 29. Two other unusual wildlife reports that I have only come
across today, but which are worth a read if you enjoy reading about species that
you have not come across before, can be found in the occassional blog of Sussex
Wildlife Trust ecologist Graeme Lyons - see A rare beetle found on Levin Down
and A small fish which grows 'antlers'
Among plant finds I must mention that both Danish Scurvygrass and Cornsalad
have been surprisingly abundant this month in the Havant area - keep your eyes
out for them and you should find them in great numbers. A third species which
has caught my attention by appearing at two places in Beechworth Road here in
Havant is Grey Field Speedwell which is much smaller than the commoner
Speedwell species but which has brilliant deep blue flowers (if you pick a
specimen for a closer look the flower is very likely to fall off!).
Fri 29th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Langstone Swans hatch their cygnets.
When the female of the Langstone Swan pair settled to brood her eggs on March
23rd I estimated that they would hatch on Apr 29th so I visited the pond this
afternoon and saw four cygnets poking their heads out around their mother. As
the temperature felt close to freezing there could well have been others keeping
warm in the nest, or still in their eggs, but I expect that the whole family will have
hatched by tomorrow and that their mother will lead the cygnets away from the
pond to the safety of the Langbrook Stream within a day or two. While at the pond
I heard a couple of Reed Warblers singing as they have been doing since Apr 26
when they returned to the pond but I have not yet seen or heard the Reed
Bunting which was first reported singing there on Apr 18.
From the pond I went to Mill Lane and found four flower buds (still sheated) on
the Hairy Garlic plant growing by the entrance to the second house on the north
side (next to the first house with its fine display of gardening - the Garlic grows on
an 'ungardened' roadside bank). Finally for today's outing I continued up the Billy
Line to the back gate of Fairfield School where several of the Ramsons (Wild
Garlic) plants are now properly in flower.
Yesterday (Apr 28) I had an email from Chris Oakley to say that he had just found
Wild Parsnip flowering at West Stoke clump near Kingley Vale and this caused
me to visit the north pier of the Billy Line at Langstone, the nearest place that I
expect to see this plant (but later in the summer!). I did see fresh leaves of the
plant but no sign of it developing flower stems (so far I have not found Hogweed
growing flower stems!) but while I was there I clambered down onto the shingle
and was very surprised to find Sea Sandwort in flower. Less surprising was to
hear a lone Whimbrel give its 'seven whistle' call when I disturbed it from the
water's edge. After crossing the main road on my way home up the Billy Line I
found a garden version of Wood Sorrel flowering on the north side of the track

where it becomes straight after the 'wiggles' which connect the line of the old rail
track to the main road crossing point.
This is hardly the weather for butterflies but two species have been reported for
the first time (both in East Sussex). On Apr 26 the first Wall Brown was reported
and on Apr 28 the first Small Heath was seen in the same area.
An early flower which I used to find on south Hayling but have not seen for a
couple of years is Shepherd's Cress (it can probably still be found in the Sandy
Point reserve but not on Sinah Common) but I was reminded of it by an entry on
the Dungeness Bird Observatory for Apr 28 - you can see a photo of the plant at
Shepherd's Cress. A commoner plant, Tree Mallow, is also now in flower by the
Slipper Mill Pond at Emsworth. In my own garden a single plant of Wood Avens
has a single flower but should be joined by others very soon. Also starting to
appear since Apr 26 are the 'fully lit' white candles of Horse Chestnut flowers.
Finally for my newly flowering plant list I see that Early Gentian was flowering at
Durlston on Apr 27, suggesting that this uncommon species may also be
flowering on Portsdown above the west end of the Paulsgrove Chalk Pit. Another
species that can now be found flowering at Durlston, but not as far as I know in
Hampshire, is the Early Spider Orchid.
Mon 25th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
An update on the latest news I have seen.
In my previous update I said that Large Red Damselflies, which started to emerge
on Apr 1, were now to be seen in ten counties but that no new species had been
seen so far but that has now changed with both Four Spotted Chaser and Blue
Tailed Damselfly having been first seen on Apr 20 in Yorkshire and Cornwall
respectively. Just one new butterfly - Small Blue - has been seen at Portland on
Apr 23 and on Apr 24 Portland had a new insect species for the county of Dorset
with a Honeysuckle Sawfly which had already been seen at Hampshire Farm in
north Emsworth on Apr 10. I see from the internet that this is a rare species - for
more info and photos (click the thumbnails to enlarge the photos) see
Honeysuckle Sawfly. Note that this website gives the insect's name as Zaraea
fasciata but it seems that current British sources call it Zaraea lonicera.
Turning from insects to birds I see that two of our local birders recorded firsts for
the year over the past weekend. On Sat Apr 23 Peter Raby was the first to see a
Roseate Tern in British Waters when he was at Sandy Point on Hayling (the only
other report came from Selsey which the bird flew past a short while later) and on
Sun Apr 24 Tom Bickerton saw a Citrine Wagtail touch down briefly on the
Langstone Southmoors before flying on north. Other firsts for the year this
weekend were an Eastern Bonelli's Warbler trapped and ringed in Cornwall on
Apr 23, and a pair of Kentish Plovers at Marazion on the Cornish south coast that
arrived there on Apr 22 and stayed at least two days.
Other birds in the news were the first flock of 13 Little Terns to come into the
Solent Harbours (rather than continue moving east along the Channel) - these
were seen passing east past Northney on Hayling on Apr 24 but I have not yet
heard of any showing signs of settling at local nest sites. Another report of Little
Terns which caught my eye was of 168 at Cap Gris Nez on the other side of the
Channel on Apr 16 (also at Cap Gris Nez a total of 41 Black Throated Divers
were reported on Apr 24 and 3427 Bar-tailed Godwits were there on that day.)

Still on the subject of up Channel movement I see that Selsey recorded 47 Brent
still passing on Apr 25.
A couple of breeding success reports this weekend (both on Apr 24) were of a
family of three baby Ravens fledging at Dungeness and a family of Grey Wagtails
being fed in ornamental flower baskets in a busy Petersfield carpark. Not yet
having any young, but now firmly settled on several nests in the trees around
Langstone pond, are the Little Egrets, and while there this afternoon I wondered
why Reed Warblers have not yet arrived there and are seemingly late everywhere
- Portland did not report its first arrival until Apr 23 and the Blashford Lakes only
had 6 on that date (the average arrival date for Hampshire over recent years has
been Apr 13 but this year only three Hampshire reports were earlier than that
date).
News of first flowers starts with a belated acknowledgement of Brian Fellows visit
to Gunner Point on Hayling on Apr 17 when he saw the first Green-winged
Orchids in flower - I was reminded of this because he also saw the first Hoary
Cress which I did not see until today (Apr 25) at the Hayling Oysterbeds where I
also found a patch of Germander Speedwell in flower and, on my way to Hayling,
found my first White Campion in flower. Earlier today, passing the St Faith's
Church Hall, I was pleased to see that several plants of Rue-leaved Saxifrage
were flowering on the outer wall of the Hall between the rubbish bin near the
vehicle entrance and the bench a few yard further west - by no means the earliest
flowers but a new site for this rare plant.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 18 - APR 24 (WEEK 16 OF 2016)
Sat 23rd April
Some Wildlife News you may have missed.
I have just finished scanning the most recent internet updates to the list of wildlife
websites, both along the south coast from Kent to Cornwall and those such as
Trektellen and RBA (Rare Bird Alert) which report unusual observations all across
Europe (including the UK) from which I get news that interests me about Birds,
Insects, Plants and Animals. For my own interest I record those details which
appear to be significant in a spreadsheet of data, using a spreadsheet of species
to provide an index with which I can sort the data into the sort of sequence that
you find in comprehensive Field Guides.
The aim of my own website is not only to save the news which interests me but
also to help others with a similar interest to discover what is going on in the
natural world beyond their 'home patch' and the nature reserves they visit (and
we all know how easy it is to miss relatively common species that show up in
these regularly visited sites when we are not there or are looking at something
else!). I obviously cannot predict when a particular species while appear before
their eyes and/or ears but I can hope to help them to be on the lookout for
particular species by letting them know what other people have seen - for
example on Apr 5 this year the first Black-winged Stilt of the summer was
reported by Trektellen to have reached Belgium, leaving me expecting one or a
pair would appear on our south coast after a pair had hatched three chicks at
Medmerry in 2014 and in April 2015 Stilts were seen in Devon, around Medmerry
and at Dungeneness though I never heard of successful breeding. This year one

did arrive at Weir Wood reservoir in East Kent a week after the Belgian report but
so far there has been no news f breeding.
As an experiment I am going to try a routine of pausing my intake of news each
Friday night, then sorting the reports for the past week into Group sequence
(Birds, Insects, Plants and Animals) and into species sequence within each
group), then trying to pick out a few species from each group which I think have
had the most interesting news for the past week and writing up their details
(hopefully getting them online by the start of the next week. Here goes my first
attempt at this!
BIRD NEWS for Apr 16 to 22
CATTLE EGRET. One has been attracting birders to the Pagham North Wall area
from Apr 13 to 19 with no reports for the past three days so I assume it has
moved on as has the Long-eared Owl seen in the same area
LITTLE EGRET. These started to build nests at Langstone and at Owl Copse on
the Selsey Peninsula on Apr 8 & 9 and by Apr 18 there were at least 19 occupied
nests at Langstone - I assume that the number of nests could have doubled by
the end of April when this year's cygnets should have hatched at Langstone (my
estimated date is Apr 29)
BRENT GOOSE. This year's departure seems to have had two peaks with reports
of around 1000 passing Dungeness daily on Apr 3 & 4 followed by another surge
of 939 passing Dungeness on Apr 10. I saw no reported movement on Apr 17, 18
or 19 but then Apr 22 brought news of 109 feeding in the Beaulieu estuary and
what I suspect were part of this flock were 14 flying east past Sandy Point on Apr
23.
RAPTORS. Both Hobbies and Merlins have been arriving daily in the past week
though the first HOBBY was seen on Mar 4 and Merlin arrivals started before
that. Ospreys started to arrive on Mar 6 and we have had at least one Montagu's
Harrier in Devon on Apr 17 (see photo at Montagu's Harrier ) after a reported
Pallid Harrier in Kent on Apr 11. Also in Devon over Winterbourne Abbas on Apr
19 more that 43 Buzzards were seen together.
COMMON CRANE. March was the peak month for these birds to return to their
continental breeding sites with a peak count of 10,641 birds arriving together on
Mar 9 at a single site in the Netherlands. Inevitably with such large numbers
some lose their way and since the beginning of April I have noted 8 reports of
them flying over southern England, mainly alone but one report was of two birds
and another of three. None so far as I know have remained on this side of the
channel this year though in 1979 a small group did arrive and stay in Norfolk and
there is now a major project to forcibly re-introduce them to the Somerset levels
(see Cranes in the UK). I suspect that regular migration of wild Cranes to Britain
is not too far in the future though I am not so sure about the long term outcome of
the Great Bustard Project (see The Salisbury Plain tourist attraction to reintroduce
Great Bustards to Britain).
BAR-TAILED GODWIT. Large numbers of these make their way east through the
English Channel each spring, usually leaving substantial flocks in our Solent
harbours for the summer. Just two reports so far show this movement getting
under way - a flock of 80 was reported on the Lymington marshes on Apr 18 with
329 passing St Catherines Point on the Isle of Wight on Apr 21
WHIMBREL. Several of these winter along the south coast but as May
approaches one of my spring pleasures is to hear their distinctive whistling calls

from a blue sky in which the birds are flying so high as to be nearly invisible. On
Apr 4 the very first spring birds were seen at Dungeness and on Apr 14 a small
flock of 17 were seen passing St Catherines Point on the Isle of Wight to be
followed by the first substantial flock of 177 in the Netherlands with more modest
flocks of 17 in Langstone Harbour on Apr 19 and 40 passing Sandy Point on
Hayling Island on Apr 20, then 73 there on Apr 21
POMARINE SKUA. The annual competition among seawatchers at Selsey Bill to
see the greatest number of these on spring passage and thus become 'Pom King'
got under way on Apr 21 when 10 of these distinctively tailed birds were seen
(either as a flock of 10 or as a group of 9 with one bird wandering of on its own at
times) at Milford near Lymington, at Sandy Point on Hayling, at Selsey and at
Shoreham. Next day (Apr 22) added two more Poms (and 28 Black Terns) but the
end date for the competition is not until the end of May. For the official history of
this competition see Selsey Pom Kings.
LITTLE TERN. The first to reach Britain this year were two at Dungeness on Apr
10 with other small groups of less than six reaching Portland, Milford (Lymington),
Selsey Bill and Exmouth in the next few days before Apr 16 when there were 168
at Cap Gris Nez. On our side of the Channel we hit double figures on Apr 19 with
10 at Ferrybridge (the Weymouth area breeding colony), then 5 at Hill Head on
Apr 20 and 8 at Selsey on Apr 21 with another 5 going east past Sandy Point on
Hayling on Apr 23 but none yet seen in Langstone Harbour.
TURTLE DOVE. The first summer migrant was at Portland on Apr 17 but so far I
have only seen one other report, again of one bird, at Reculver on the North Kent
coast on Apr 19.
SWIFT. The first to arrive this year was at Portland on Mar 31 followed by 2 at Hill
Head on Apr 7 and one at Christchurch on Apr 13. They have been seen daily
since Apr 15 with the first small flock of 18 near Romsey on Apr 20, then 30+ over
Chichester Ivy Lake on Apr 21 (with 232 at a Netherlands site on Apr 22). Sandy
Point on Hayling had 2 on Apr 21 and 3 singles in off on Apr 23.
HOOPOE. There have been reports of this species from Cornwall, Dorset and
Hampshire (including one over Sandy Point on Apr 3) and on Apr 15 an uusual
photo was taken of one at Portland - see Posing Hoopoe
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. To end this week's random bird news from me I see
that the first Spotted Flycatcher of the year was on Portland on Apr 20, long after
the first Pied Flyctcher was in West Sussex on Apr 2 and in Devon on Apr 6.
INSECT NEWS for Apr 16 to 22
On Apr 19 I listed all the butterfly species which have appeared for the first time in
April so I will not repeat news of their emergence here. Turning to Dragonflies I
included in my blog for Apr 13 the news (from the British Dragonfly Society's
Latest Sightings page) that the earliest species to be seen in Britain (Large Red
Damselfly) had already emerged in an East Kent garden pond on Apr 1. Since
then there have been 12 more reports of the same species from nine more
counties but nothing new. For those wishing to bet on this year's front runners last
year's leaders (after the Large Reds) were an Azure Damsel on Apr 16, a Banded
Demoiselle and a Hairy Dragonfly on Apr 21 followed by Broad Bodied Chaser on
Apr 23, Red-eyed Damsel and Variable Damsel on Apr 24, Four Spotted Chaser
on Apr 25. Blue-tailed Damsel appeared on Apr 30 but Beautiful Demoiselle
missed the cut off and did not show until May 1. To check on your winnings keep
visiting British Dragonfly Soc latest sightings.

ANIMAL NEWS for Apr 16 to 22
FOX. This years crop of cubs are now appearing above ground and although I
have not seen any I did come across this photo showing 'Who's Boss' among the
siblings of one family in the Christchurch area - see Fox Cubs
STOAT. When visiting Langstone pond early on Apr 13 Peter Raby had a bonus
sighting in the way of a Stoat in the fields beside Wade Lane south of the Havant
bypass.
SIKA DEER. These are well established in the New Forest and around Poole
Harbour but it was not until Apr 13 that one was seen on Portland for the first
time. For more information about the species, including a sound recording of it
distictive call, see Sika Deer info.
HEDGHOGS. These have now emerged from hibernation and in early April the
presence of their droppings in a north Emsworth garden around a box in which
they have raised young in previous year showed that they are now thinking of
breeding. If you want to encourage the Hedgehog population to visit your garden
and enjoy a full and healthy life first read the website at Encouraging Hedgehogs
to your garden.
BROWN HARE. When visiting the west end of the Great Deeps on Thorney
Island I used to regularly see Hares in the rough grass of the field to the north of
the water but I have not seen any there for many years so I was pleased that a
Sussex birder had seen one somewhere on Thorney Island on Apr 5. I am also
encouraged to see that Chichester Harbour Conservancy leads a five mile
'Harbour Hares Walk' on the third Saturday of most months - find out dates,
routes and fees by entering 'Chichester Harbour monthly Hares walk' into Google
(but I fear the word Hares refers more to the pace of the walk than to the chance
of seeing Hares!).
Wed 20th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A visit to Warblington Cemetery.
Before reaching the cemetery I found one new flower for the month - Field
Madder - beside the cycleway just after emerging from the A27 underpass on the
Emsworth side and half way down Church Lane I turned right towards the Old
Rectory where Tony Gutteridge had seen a Redstart yesterday. I did not expect
to see the Redstart but I wanted to have another look at the trees half-way
between the Rectory and Church Lane in the field north of the Pook Lane link
road where Peter Raby has had three sightings of a Little Owl during the past
month and Tony Gutteridge has also seen it sitting out in the open during the
same period - all evidence that there is a pair nesting there with the female
hidden on the nest and the male forced to perch in the open nearby. Needless to
say I did not see it.
The big surprise on reaching the cemetery was to find a team of tree surgeons
removing the lowest branches from the Yews in the churchyard, letting in light to
the ground below the trees and giving views of the Church from the approach
road to the cemetery extension - in my opinion this is a great improvement (see
photo below).
My first four photos were taken in the Natural Burial Area where the trees planted
over the graves are flowering and putting out their leaves.

Cowslips on the ground and Cherry blossom against the blue sky on one of the
rees.

A fresh leaf on an Oak tree and some eye-catching Tulips.
Moving north across what has for several years been the colourful result of
sowing a mass of 'Wildflower seed' I found that the area had been sprayed with
weed killer - temporarily this is not an attractive sight but will in the long run
produce a more natural effect as well as saving money. As the area is rapidly
filled with graves the unnatural features of the commercial wild flowers will no
doubt be replaced by the unnatural features provided by the public in the form of
grave ornaments such as the Meerkats to be found nearby.
The recently sprayed 'Wildflower seed' area and a possible form of wildlife
interest to replace the un-natural flowers.
Leaving the extension to visit the main cemetery I found some Garlic Mustard
starting to flower and also took a photo of the result of the Tree Surgeons work on
the ancient Yews in the churchyard.
Flowers on Garlic Mustard and the new view of Warblington Church resulting
from the 'crown raising' work of the Tree Surgeons.
At the west end of the main cemetery the first flowers were opening on an Ash
tree which showed no sign of suffering from Ash Dieback while towards the east
end a Norway Maple was covered in yellow flowers.
The first flowers opening on an Ash Tree and the more colourful flowers on
Norway Maple.
Last year on my August visit to Warblington I noticed strange seed pods on a
small tree which I could not then identify but which I subequently thought I had
identified as a California Silverbell (Halesia california) (to see what these seeds
looked like go to my entry for August 2015 and scroll down to three photos of the

tree and its distinctive seed pods at Mystery seed pods. Today the tree appeared
to be opening new flowers which looked nothing like what I expected (see The
Silverbell flowers I expected to see.) but maybe they will look different in a few
days time.
Today's photos of the Silverbell tree and its opening flowers.
To end today's visit I photographed the blossom on an ornamental Apple tree and
a general view of the opening leaves on trees in the central avenue of the eastern
end of the main cemetery.
Tue 19th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
My news for yesterday and today plus April Buttterfly sightings.
This afternoon I cycled to Broadmarsh but my first sighting came before I started as I was getting my bike out of the garage I spotted a small Slowworm well inside
the garage, maybe taking refuge from the pair of Magpies which search for food
daily in my back garden. I had mowed the lawn there on the previous day, much
reducing the amount of long grass for the Slowworm to hide it so I caught the
Slowworm and put it out in the front garden under Ivy groundcover.
Before reaching the roundabout at the north end of Southmoor Lane I was
impressed by the massive display of blossom on ornamental Cherry Trees, and in
the grounds of Langstone Technology Park what I believe is a Wych Elm was in
full flower. At the west end of Harts Farm Way I came on several plants of
Beaked Hawksbeard starting to flower plus two flowering plants of Salsify and
one bush of Broom with its first flowers open. Reaching the area where the
cycleway passes the water of Chalk Dock I had another unexpected find of Bugle
in flower.
On the way home I turned down Southmoor Lane to have a look at the Budds
Farm Pools where I immediately confirmed that the nesting swan which I reported
on Apr 13 as 'dead on its nest' was by now a rotting corpse. On a more cheerful
note I heard Willow Warbler song here but did not see it - to make up for that I
had a good view of a male Blackcap. Out on the water two pairs of Shoveler were
stirring up food by their technique of rapid 'swimming round in circles' and five
pairs of Tufted Duck plus one pair of Gadwall were behaving more sedately. On
the banks a single Canada Goose hinted at having a mate already sitting on one
of the small islands but there was no sign of the Shelduck which normally nest
here.
Yesterday (Mon 18 Apr) I took a short walk up my home road, finding a first single
flower of Rhododendron ponticum in a neighbours garden and spotting the yellow
flowers of Montpellier Broom in the hedge of the flats between Fairfield School
and the entrance to the Billy Line. Passing the back gate of Fairfield School,
where there is a large clump of Ramsons (Wild Garlic), I found that one of the
many plants had sent up its first flower stems though the white flower buds had
not yet opened. A little further south I heard a rapid, garbled song which was
probably Blackcap but might have been a Garden Warbler (these are now starting
to arrive). Nearing the Eastern Road Bridge I found the track flooded (this used to
be a regular hazard near the bridge until a pump was installed - presumably the
pump has failed).
Recent sunshine has brought a surge of butterflies and I have jotted down first
appearance dates for those species that did not appear until April. These are:-

Apr 5 SPECKLED WOOD in Hailsham
Apr 12 ORANGE TIP in Havant Thicket, and in Sussex ...
LARGE WHITE, GREEN VEINED WHITE, GRIZZLED SKIPPER
HOLLY BLUE, and HUMMING-BIRD HAWKMOTH
Apr 13 DUKE OF BURGUNDY at Noar Hill
Apr 14 PAINTED LADY at Ditchling
Apr 18 DINGY SKIPPER at Mill Hill
Apr 19 SMALL COPPER at Gilkicker (Gosport)
Finally some exciting reports from Portland in the past week start with the first
sight of SIKA DEER on the island while birds have included Hoopoe, Western
Sub-Alpine Warbler, White-spotted Bluethroat and Hawfinch. For full details and
photos back to the end of the entry for Apr 12 go to Portland Bird News
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 11 - APR 17 (WEEK 15 OF 2016)
(Skip to previous week)
Sun 17th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk to Langstone.
In the garden today half a dozen Black Headed Gulls came to take bread and
later I found a Red-tailed Bumblebee apparently dead on the lawn in bright
sunshine
In the afternoon I walked to Langstone, finding a large mass of flowering
Cornsalad at the junction of Town Hall and Grove Roads, and seeing the first
green leaves of European Larch by the path into Juniper Square. Over the A27 I
followed the Hayling road to just past Woodbury Ave where I found large
specimens of presumed Musk Storksbill (growing to a height of 45 cms among
Daffodil leaves).
Ivy-leaved Toadflax was in full flower in several places and in Russells Field (west
of Lymbourne stream and south of the Billy Trail) Bulbous Buttercup was
widespread. At Langstone Pond I estimated more than 20 Egrets were thinking
about nesting and at least four Herons' nests were unmissable (backlit by the late
afternoon sun) giving me my first sight of four juveniles and at least three adults.
As I passed the driveway into Wade Court a single Mistle Thrush fly down from
the trees over the driveway to land near the bridge over the Lymbourne. I have
read that these birds fly directly to and from their nest with no attempt to conceal
the nest location so it may be in these trees over the driveway.
Thu 14th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
My monthly visit to Havant Cemetery and St Faith's chuchyard.
Turning right on entering the cemetery gate from Eastern Road I was confronted
by a magnificent display of Primroses but these were flowering last month - this
month the striking new display was a combination of Common and Early Dog
Violets with the Squill-like Glory of the Snow (Chionodoxa forbesii)
Massed Primroses and an eye-catching show of Glory of the Snow.
Carpets of Common Dog Violets (left photo) and Early or Wood Dog Violets.

My way of distinguishing Common from Early Dog Violets is to look at the spurs
which protrude behind the flowers and to show what I mean I took one flower of
each species, removed the flower stalks from each specimen before laying the
flowers face down so that the spurs (normally hidden behind and below the
flowers) are in full view. In the photo below the smaller, darker flower is the Early
Dog Violet which not only starts to flower earlier in the year but concentrates its
deepest violet colour in the narrower, pointed spur. The larger, paler flower is the
Common Dog Violet which has a broader blunter and paler spur (not shown in
this photo is that the sides of the spur are almost pure white). A second
distinguishing feature mentioned in Stace's Flora is the length of the sepal
appendages which are shown in my photo as the narrow green strips grasping
the spur where it joins the back of the petals. These are longer in the Common
than in the Early Dog Violet. Stace does not mention the groove (or notch) along
the spur and my photo shows that both species have this feature though it is
more prominent in the Common species.
The left hand photo shows the features distinguishing Common from Early Dog
Violets. The right hand photo is of this year's first flowers on Red Campion.
The next new flowers to catch my eye were the bright yellow ones on a Norway
Maple tree.
Flowers on a Norway Maple tree - striking in close up but less obvious from a
distance.
Moving to the St Faith's area I found the catkins on the young Hornbeam tree had
opened but there was little else new to be seen here or in the Dissenters section
though a poor specimen of a Ragwort was starting to flower on the New Lane wall
near the entrance. After leaving the Cemetery to head for St Faith's church I
found a much better specimen of this Oxford Ragwort under the railings
separating New Lane from the station carpark
Hornbeam catkins in the St Faith's area and the first Oxford Ragwort flowers near
the disused railway signal box.
The dominant flower at St Faith's today was the White Comfrey now flowering
around much of the periphery of the churchyard but I also found Slender
Speedwell had started to flower both on the grass and on the wall separating the
churchyard from Homewell Street.
The mass of White Comfrey and a few flowers of Slender Speedwell
photographed from Homewell Street.
Before leaving the site I found one cluster of the tiny blue flowers of a species of
Cornsalad (likely to be Keel-fruited but maybe Common Cornsalad - the
difference cannot be determined until the plants have set seed). On the way
home, walking through the Twittens, I took a final photo of a plant of Beaked
Hawksbeard which I first saw and mentioned in this blog on April 7th - I do not
expect this to be in flower until May but its flower buds indicate that it may flower
well before the end of April.

Cornsalad flowering in the churchyard and Beaked Hawksbeard soon to open its
flowers in The Twittens.
Wed 13th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Great show of Marsh Marigolds on Langstone South Moors plus the first
sighting of a Green Hairstreak butterfly and the first dragonfly news of the
year
Having won my battle with Microsoft yesterday (see previous blog entry) I walked
to Budds Farm in that afternoon's sunshine, rewarding myself en route with the
glorious sight of over 100 Marsh Marigold flowers around the wetland which will
later give us a great show of Southern Marsh Orchids. Also in this wetland I put
up a single Snipe and from the seawall my eyes were attracted upwards by the
continuous 'chattering' calls of around 40 migrant waders heading east high over
Langstone Harbour - I could not name them by sight or call but my guess was
that they were Bar-tailed Godwits. Also from the seawall I had my first sight of a
patrolling Sandwich Tern and a brief glimpse of three Wheatears.
Reaching Budds Farm pools I found what I at first thought was the Swan on her
nest but a closer look showed that the water level was up to the rim of the nest
and that the Swan appeared to be a headless, lifeless corpse with no mate
anywhere to be seen. Other than a few pairs of Tufted Duck and a couple of
Gadwall the only birds were gulls, with a few Coot and Dabchicks.
Back at home the latest news (for Apr 12) on the internet was of a ring-tail
Montagu's Harrier (first of the year) coming in off the sea at Hill Head before
heading west along the coast. In East Sussex the arrival of a Black Winged Stilt
at the Weir Wood reservoir was the big event of the day while down on the coast
40 Brent were still to be seen flying past Seaford Head. Also on Apr 12 yet
another Crane which had overshot its migratory destination was trying to spot a
familiar landmark by flying south east over Steyning in West Sussex.
Late news for Monday Apr 11 included a sighting of the Long-billed Dowitcher still
at Keyhaven to disprove my conjecture in yesterday's blog that the Dowitcher
which turned up at Sandwich Bay on Apr 8 had moved there from Hampshire.
Turning to Insect news I see that a Green Hairstreak was flying at Mill Hill
(Shoreham) on Apr 10 and that the Butterfly Conservation national website has a
report of one 'somewhere in Sussex' on Mar 30. A check on the British Dragonfly
website showed a single first report for this year of a Large Red Damselfly
emereging from an East Kent garden pond on Apr 1.
Tue 12th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk round my garden
When yesterday morning's rain ceased and the sun came out I took a walk round
my garden where I found my first Bee Fly of the year plus a small Hoverfly
(maybe Syrphus ribesii), a single Peacock butterfly and what looked like a Queen
Wasp prospecting for a nest site.
In the late afternoon I sat down at my computer to record these sightings and to
see what had been seen on the other south coast websites that I monitor.
Reports included a Hobby flying up the Test valley, the first Great Bustard of the
year flying south west from Salisbury Plain over Dorset, a couple of Cranes also
seen over Dorset and a group of three over Sandwich in Kent, plus a notable
influx of Swallows bringing counts of 100 from Blashford and Eastleigh sewage

farm. More early migrant arrivals were the first two Lesser Whitethroats at the
Lower Test Marshes and three Whimbrels further down Southampton Water at
Weston Shore (plus another four flying east past St Catherine's Point on the Isle
of Wight). Brent Geese were still moving east on Apr 10 with 104 passing St
Catherine's Point and 939 recorded at Dungeness.
Perhaps the most exciting report on Apr 10 was of the first two Little Terns of the
year seen at Dungeness while those wondering what had happened to the Long
Billed Dowitcher that has been on the Lymington marshes since early January
may have had the answer in a report of one at Sandwich Bay on Apr 8 (and still
there on Apr 11). To end this list of recent bird sightings I see that Apr 11 also
brought 7 Common Sandpipers to the south Devon Coast.
At this point I left my computer to have my tea but when I returned I found the
computer had been hi-jacked by Microsoft to instal Windows 10 and in so doing
had made it difficult for me to find some of the files that I rely on for creating the
web pages that make up my blog. If you ever see what I have just written you will
know that Microsoft has not beaten me yet but I fear that I am about to be
extinguished!

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 4 - APR 10 (WEEK 14 OF 2016)
Thu 7th April
Spring flowers and a Green Sandpiper seen on walk to Nore Barn and back
Walking into Havant this morning I found a full grown plant of Beaked Hawkbit
with flower buds looking as if they were about to open and so, having done my
shopping, I did not go straight home but set out to walk to Nore Barn to see what
else might be new.
Crossing the Billy Trail from Grove Road I followed the footpath towards the
bridge over the Havant Bypass at the southern end of the modern section of Pook
Lane but long before reaching the great show of Shining Cranesbill at the
northern end of the bridge I saw an unopen flower bud on one of the small colony
of Ramsons (Wild Garlic) that still survives beside the footpath in the section from
Wade Court Road to Norris Gardens. Crossing the bridge and looking west I saw
a massive display of Danish Scurvygrass in the central reservation of the busy
bypass and on the ground below the bridge on the southern side of the road was
another impressive display of larger white flowers which must have been white
flowered Honesty.
Turning east on the pseudo Pook Lane heading for Church Lane I added Field
Maple to my flowering list. After passing Warblington Church I continued east on
the Church Path across the farm fields but turned off at the gap in the southern
hedge of the large field used by farm vehicles to access the three arable fields
north of Conigar Point - this was a waste of effort as these fields had all been
spread with dry dung from the farm and sprayed with weed killer prior to sowing a
crop for the coming year. What's more, when I reached the exit onto the beach
just east of Conigar Point, I found the high spring tide was at its highest and there

was no beach left to exit onto, forcing me back to the Church path where a man
walking west told me that if I was thinking of walking to Emsworth the tide had
made that impossible. Undeterred I continued and made a circuit of Nore Barn
wood to see how high the tideline was, finding that it came right up to the
southern edge of the wood. At the east end of the wood the water had
surrounded the picnic table but had left parts of the earth ridge separating the
Nore Barn grassland from the saltings area exposed and as I arrived so did a
medium sized wader which landed on this ridge. The bird looked like a Green
Sandpiper and eventually flew off revealing a pure white rump with the white
extending up its back to confirm my guess.
Turning inland I saw that the bridge over the 'Maisemore Gardens' stream was
underwater with just the top rail of the barrier stopping vehicles from using it
showing above the water level so I turned back to come home along the Selangor
Avenue path. Back at the main A259 I crossed over and headed back to Havant
along the new cycle/foot path. Just before reaching the underpass area I found
several plants of Rape in flower and just before entering the A27 underpass I
found a good show of Slender Speedwell for my April flower list. On the Havant
side of the bypass I found one plant of the Garlic Mustard (whose leaves can now
be seen everywhere) was starting to develop a flower head though not yet eligible
for the flowering list though there was just one new addition to that list before I got
home - a couple of plants of Meadow Buttercup in full flower in the roadside
grass.
Wed 6th April

Miscellaneous news
Just two new flowers have opened in my garden in the past couple of days Honesty and Creeping Buttercup - and yesterday Brian Fellows was at Eastney
beach where a colony of self-sown Pot Marigold was in full flower with Silver
Ragwort starting to open theirs. I was particularly pleased to see that a Hare had
bee seen yesterday 'galloping' over part of Thorney Island - in past years I
regularly saw Hares in the rough grass of the field north of the west end of the
Great Deeps but it is a long time since I saw or heard of them on Thorney. An
unexected piece of bird news came from a lake at Crawley in Sussex where a
pair of Great Crested Grebes had 3 tiny chicks on their backs.
Among the summer migrants reported yesterday was one Hobby at Patcham in
Sussex - not the first for the year as one was seen to fly in to the south Devon
coast as early as Mar 4 and another was seen in East Sussex on Mar 28 followed
by one at Seaford on Mar 30. Also reported yesterday was another Cuckoo in
Ashdown Forest but the main migrant interest was in a major influx of Willow
Warblers on Apr 5 with 150 at Christchurch Harbour, 70 at Dungeness, and
probably at least 200 at Portland. Several Common Whitethroats also arrived
including one at Titchfield Haven while a single Reed Warbler was at the IBM
Lake in Portsmouth.
Tue 5th April
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Latest bird migrant news
I now have a fairly complete list (from the web sites that I scan regularly) of bird
migrants reported as arriving on the south coast so far this month and here are
the highlights.

STONE CURLEW Following reports from Sussex on Mar 22 & 23 the next was
one heard flying over Southampton around midnight on Apr 4/5 with singles seen
at Keayhaven and Titchfield Haven later on Apr 5.
SANDWICH TERN 140 at Rye Harour on Apr 1 were definitely migrant arrivals
and on Apr 2 169 flew east past Splash Point.
COMMON TERN. The first wasat Dungeness on Mar 29 and 6 were at Rye
Harbour on Apr 1
ARCTIC TERN. 5 were at Portland on Apr 3.
CUCKOO The first report was of one heard in Devon on Mar 21. On April 3 one
was reported in Ashdown Forest and on Apr 5 there were reports from two New
Forest sites.
HOOPOE Though not strictly a summer migrant there seems to have been a
small influx in the past week. On Apr 3 on was at Pennington at 06:50 and one at
Sandy Point on Hayling at 10:05 with a third report from Weston Shore on
Southampton Water at 17:50. Apr 4 brought news of another at The Lizard in
Cornwall.
WRYNECK Two April reports were from Portland on Apr 3 and Saltdean near
Brighton on Apr 4.
SAND MARTIN. One bit of news is that 30 were back at their nests at Reculver
on the north Kent coast on Apr 5.
SWALLOW. Now widespread but the highest count I have seen so far is of 50 at
Portland on Apr 3 with 40 at Pennington on the same day.
HOUSE MARTIN. Very few so far with a max count of 3 at any one site.
TREE PIPIT. These were back and singing at one West Sussex heath on Apr 3.
YELLOW WAGTAIL. 5 were at Dungeness on Apr 1 and on Apr 3 a single bird
touched down briefly on the Langstone South Moors before flying on north.
NIGHTINGALE. One was at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 3.
COMMON REDSTART. The first was at Farlington Marshes on Apr 2 when
another was at Selsey. On Apr 3 one was singing at Acres Down in the New
Forest with several other reports.
WHEATEAR. Among many reports I noticed one was in Havant Thicket on Apr 2.
RING OUZEL. The first report was on Mar 22 and on Apr 1 there were reports
from 9 sites.
SEDGE WARBLER. The first was singing at Dungeness of Mar 29. On Apr 1
several were singing at Rye Hbr and on Apr 3 one was at Farlington Marshes and
Selsey had one on Apr 5.
REED WARBLER. The only report I have seen was of one at Folkestone on Apr 3
(the earliest ever there).
COMMON WHITETHROAT. One was singing at Seaford on Apr 3 when another
was at Reculver on the north Kent coast.
BLACKCAP. These have probably been arriving for some time but there was no
doubt of the influx when 32 were in the Farlington Marshes 'bushes'on Apr 5.
WILLOW WARBLER. The first was at Portland on Mar 25 and on Apr 1 one was
at Eastleigh with 9 at the Lower Test Marshes on Apr 2.
PIED FLYCATCHER. One was at Steyning in west Sussex on Apr 2 and on Apr 5
two were in Yarner Wood (Devon).

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 28 - APR 3 (WEEK 13 OF 2016)
Sat 2nd April
A ride to Thorney Little Deeps and Nore Barn adds 3 wildflowers to my
yearlist and brings my April count to 73 species
With hopes of hearing a Sedge Warbler I cycled to the Thorney Little Deeps this
morning but had no luck with bird - I did however add Coltsfoot to my April list
before heading home through Emsworth town where a tiny garden at the junction
of Queen and King Streets was full of Greater Celandine flowers (if you're not
familiar with this see Greater Celandine) - the first I have seen this year.
Next stop was at Nore Barn where I hoped to (and did) see my first English
Scurvygrass flowers of the year. The Selangor Avenue path then gave me my
first Wild Strawberry flowers of the year at its southern end and the first flowering
Dogs Mercury for the month at its north end with several patches of Greater
Stitchwort (already seen yesterday) in between. Before leaving the Emsworth
area I see that I omitted to mention, among my other finds yesterday, that a quick
glance at the rookery in trees south of the council flats at the west end of Victoria
Road, found 21 occupied Rook's nests.
Instead of heading straight home I turned down Church Lane at Warblington to
cross the Havant bypass over the Pook Lane footbridge finding two more species
for the April list at its northern end. One was Shining Cranesbill, which now has
more than 20 open flowers, and the other was my first two (still sheathed) spikes
of Lords and Ladies. After these I made a fruitless diversion down Wade Court
Road in the hope of finding a last spike of Winter Heliotrope flowers but failed to
see any!
Sat 2nd April
A start to the April wildflower hunt finds 67 species and the first Swift has
been seen at Portland plus a Sedge Warbler singing in Hampshire
Yesterday I began my April wildflower hunt with a walk round Havant plus a cycle
ride to Emsworth and this afternoon I cycled to Broadmarsh where a few Brent
Geese (no more than 50) were still in the harbour and at least one dead bird was
among the shoreline detritus washed up by Storm Katie. My total of flower
species seen so far this month stands at 67.
One very common plant which started to flower on my lawn on Apr 1 was Luzula
campestris or Field Woodrush, commonly known as 'Good Friday Grass'. Three
species which I have seen before, but which are now to be seen en masse, are
Ivy Leaved Speedwell, Ground Ivy and (on the roadsides where it thrive on salt)
Danish Scurvygrass. Other plants of some interest were the Cuckoo Flower in the
Emsworth Bridge Road Wayside, a good show of a dozen flowers on the Great
Stitchwort with the Lesser Periwinkle at the junction of Southleigh with East Leigh
roads (with Bulbous Buttercups continuing to flower on the south side of
Southleigh Road at that junction), a single Common Vetch flower at Broadmarsh,
Herb Robert still flowering in East Street, Havant, and Rue-leaved Saxifrage
nearby in the Pallant carpark. On my trip to Emsworth I collected a sample of the
Fumitory growing beside the new cycleway passing Warblington School and
found it was Common Fumitory (I had said last month that I thought it was

Common Ramping Fumitory) and between the A27 underpass and Selangor
Avenue a lot more Dove's Foot Cranesbill had started to flower. At the
Christopher Way wayside in Emsworth I found no new flowers but found a pair of
smart Herring Gulls looking as if they were interested in nesting on the house
nearest to the Wild Clary site - when I arrived one of the pair was perched on the
garden wall of that house within a few feet of me!
Since my last blog update two new summer migrants have arrived, both on March
31. One was a singing Sedge Warbler at Fishlake Meadows near Romsey in
Hampshire, the other was the first Swift I have heard of - seen at Portland.
Thu 31st March
Latest news from the internet
The last news that I saw tonight was of the arrival of the first Yellow Wagtail today
(Mar 31). There had been an unconfirmed report of one at Hill Head on Mar 22
but today's news of one at Seaford Head in Sussex is backed by photos which
you can see at Matt Eade's Blog.
Just before seeing that news I picked up a report from Southampton of 13 Black
Swans in Riverside Park as a result of the pair nesting there having just hatched
6 new cygnets and then been joined by the five young birds they hatched last
year.
Another first report of a summer migrant arrival comes from the Selsey blog
where a pipit (thought at first to be yet another Meadow Pipit) was noticed lurking
in the Bill House garden, immediately behind the sea watching site, on Mar 30.
Luckily someone took some photos and when it was seen again on Mar 31 it was
agreed to be the first Tree Pipit. Also seen today at Selsey Bill was a Ring-necked
Parakeet heading out to sea but then turning back again.
A photo of an uncommon Bee species at Dungeness of Mar 29 led me to
discover (from the BWARS web site at Grey Backed Mining Bee Andrena Vaga )
that this distinctive species, while common on the Continent, is only known at two
British sites - Dungeness is one and the other is at Brownwich, close to Titchfield
Haven so of local interest.
A final bit of bird news comes from the Dungeness Bird Observatory where a
massive influx of 120 Firecrests on Mar 30 confirms many birders comments that
there are a lot more Firecrests than usual all along the south coast currently. A
much more dubious report, of a Nightingale visiting a Port Solent garden to take a
meal worm for its breakfast on Mar 30 awaits confirmation. The Hampshire Bird
Report gives the earliest ever arrival as 3 Apr 1975 and the average as Apr 14.
One other species that has only just started to arrive is Common Tern with one at
Christchurch Harbour and 5 at Dungeness, both on Mar 28.
Brian Fellows reports two plant observations which are still not on my tick list one is Cuckoo Flower in flower on Mar 20 close to his home in Emsworth (this
was in flower on Heyshott Down in Sussex as early as Feb 10 but I have only
seen one other report from Ashdown Forest on Feb 25), the other is not a report
of flowering but nevertheless something I have been looking for recently - the first
sheathed spathe on a Lords and Ladies plant.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 21 - 27 (WEEK 12 OF 2016)
Sun 27th March

First Willow Warblers are here and Bee Flys have been seen - plus news of
arriving Ospreys and departing Brent
This afternoon I walked to Langstone with my eldest son plus his wife and their
dog. The only unexpected sighting was of Green Sandpiper in the field south of
Wade Court and while there we heard Mistle Thrush song coming from the trees
lining the Lymbourne stream on the west side of that field. Before reaching the
pond we crossed the meadow on the west side of the stream and at the gate by
which we left the southern end of that field I noticed the first signs of flower buds
on the few remaining Elm trees.
Back at home my scan of the internet gave me the first reports of Willow Warbler
arrival - first at Portland on March 25, then one singing near Exeter on Mar 26
followed by one in subsong near Ifracombe in north Devon on Mar 27. The only
other first that I noticed was a Bee Fly seen by Chris Oakley at Hampshire Farm
near Westbourne on Mar 23 (the only other report of this species is from Durlston
on the same day) but an unexpected report from Cobnor in the Chichester
Harbour area was of a single Crane flying south at a low height on Mar 25 probably an overshoot from the large number now arriving in the near Continent
(1700 were seen at one Netherlands site on Mar 9 and in this country one was
seen on the Isle of Wight on both Mar 10 and 11, then again on Mar 14, all in the
Brading Marsh area. Another was seen in Dorset on Mar 20.
Another species now reaching us frequently is Osprey. The first that I know of for
the year was in Cheshire on Mar 5 with no more until one over Ranvilles Lane,
south of Fareham, on Mar 17. Next was seen in Dorset on Mar 23, followed by
one heading north over Langstone Harbour on Mar 24 (maybe the same bird
seen that day arriving at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight). Mar 25 brought reports
from Hill Head (Titchfield Haven area), Poole Harbour and the Exe estuary in
Devon. Mar 26 found one in East Sussex over the Weir Wood resevoir - so far no
sightings today.
Recent reports of departing Brent Geese start with 1400 passing Dungeness on
Mar 15 followed by 1105 there on Mar 18, 537 past Selsey Bill on Mar 21 and
2803 at Brighton plus 1200 at Dungeness on Mar 21. There were still some 1000
at Farlington Marshes on Mar 23 and 542 flying past Selsey on Mar 24. After Mar
24 the highest count I have seen is of just 380 passing Hastings on Mar 25 so
maybe the majority have now left???
Fri 25th March
The Langstone Swan starts her 35 day incubation as we reach the end of
the Neapolitan Garlic saga, and a single flower of Shining Cranesbill is the
day's highlight
A short cycle ride in Good Friday's bright sunshine found the Langstone Pond
Swan settled on her nest some three weeks after she chose the nest site.
Although I could not see into the nest and count the number of eggs in it, the fact
that she was at last settled on it told me that she must have laid her full clutch of
at least six eggs and can now give them all the full period of 35 days incubation to
ensure that they all hatch together within a 24 hour period so that all the cygnets
can leave the nest together to find their own food as, unlike many bird species,
Swans do not bring food to the nest for the young but limit their parental care to

leading the cygnets to good places where they can find food for themselves and
defending them from danger while they are feeding. My estimate of the hatch
date is April 29.
While at the pond I resolved the puzzle of how the Neapolitan Garlic appeared
among the rushes on the east side of the pond where John Goodspeed
discovered it at the end of February, hiding under the shelter of metal frames that
were used, several years ago, to block access from the sea wall path to the area
immediately behind the Mill buildings while that section of the path (which had
collapsed into the pond) was repaired. I had long been aware that some Allium
plants grew under the fence which separates the grassland on the west side of
the Lymbourne Stream (where the Langstone Cutters boats are kept) from the
narrow footpath which ends the route from St Faith's Church in the centre of
Havant through the 'new Langstone' housing, across the Billy Line and the large
meadow (aka Russell's Field) on the east side of the Lymbourne stream, to the
Royal Oak pub. Normally when I use this path I am more concerned with
negotiating the many puddles in the path than in identifying the plants which have
escaped from the garden of the Millstream Cottage on the west side of the path
but when Brian Fellows recently visited the area he assumed that these plants
were the ones which John Goodspeed had found at the seawall site on the far
(eastern) side of the pond so today I did have a look at them and could see that
the plants at both sites were of the same species and this led me to conclude that
the mystery plants on the seawall must have got there as windblown vagrants
from the Millstream Cottage garden.
Rather than head straight home from the pond I went up Wade Lane and then on
along Wade Court Road to the point (opposite North Close) to where another of
Havant's ancient footpaths (connecting St Faith's Church to Warblington Church
and then on the Emsworth) crosses it. My reason for turning east onto this path
was that on March 20th Brian Fellows had published a photo (taken by Peter
Raby) of a Little Owl perched on an Oak tree in a field east of the Old Rectory
and north of the tarmac road connecting Pook Lane to Church Lane (this road
had been built to provide continued access to the Stables and Old Rectory when
their access (previously from Pook Lane) had been cut off by the creation of the
Havant bypass. The photo seemed to show that the Little Owls were once again
nesting in a hole where they had nested a couple of years ago until a branch fell
from higher up the tree and almost blocked the owls access to their nest - the fact
that the male owl was perched openly on the tree in broad daylight indicated to
me that his mate was on a nest within the cavity and he was remaining close to
her despite exposing himself.
The footpath took me to the footbridge over the bypass from the southern end of
the modern section of Pook Lane and the footbridge would bring me close to the
Little Owls' nest but as I emerged from the footpath onto Pook Lane I looked left
and had the best sight of my day - a single first flower of Shining Cranesbill. For
those not familiar with this plant see Shining Cranesbill flower. Within the next
month there will hopefully be plenty of these flowers in this area and back along
the footpath but the sight of just one flower today was the highspot of my outing needless to say I did not see the Little Owl!
Thu 24th March
Stone Curlews arrive in Sussex and a visit to Hollybank Woods

The internet today gave me an addition to the list of bird migrants I compiled
yesterday - not one but two separate STONE CURLEWS reaching Sussex this
week. The first report came from Ovingdean near Brighton on Mar 23 and that
report prompted a second hand report of one at Cuckmere Haven on Mar 22.
Also on Mar 22 a second immigrant Quail (following one at Widewater on Mar 19)
was seen at Newhaven.
Another adddition to the insect firsts that I listed yesterday is the first reported
Bee Fly, seen at Durlston on Mar 23. A more surprising insect first sighting was
made by myself in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Mar 22 - that was a very
early Long Hoverfly (Sphaerophoria scripta) - to see photos of that distinctively
shaped insect, and to read that although it can appear in April it is not common
until July and August, go to Long Hoverfly.
Other observations during my trip to the Longcopse area of Hollybank on Mar 22
started with my first flower on Greater Stitchwort (one had already been seen on
Mar 21 in the North Wall area of Pagham Harbour) at the junction of East Leigh
and Southleigh Roads and continued with my first Wood Anemones in the
wetland 'toe' of the Longcopse area where the Sussex County Boundary stream
leaves the woodland to form the eastern bounday of the Hampshire Farm fields at
Westbourne. Also in the wood, besides masses of Primroses and Lesser
Celandines, were a well advanced crop of Early Purple Orchids, none showing
flowers but nearly all having noticeable flower spikes still in their sheaths. While
pausing for lunch in this area half a dozen female Fallow Deer dashed by at close
range - the thick woodland at the top of Longcopse Hill used to be the place
where the Fallow Deer of Southleigh Forest came to give birth to their young but I
suspect that the increase in Dog Walkers in these woods (partly as a result of the
development of several buildings around Monks Farm on Westbourne Common
for human occupation) has caused the deer to seek other places with less
disturbance.
A quick visit to Langstone Pond yesterday found the female Swan at her nest
though standing rather than sitting for much of the time, leaving me with the
impression that, though she may have laid her first eggs she has not completed
the clutch and will not start sitting continuously until she has done so - this is
neccessary to ensure that all the eggs hatch together after roughly 35 days
incubation.
From the pond I went on to have a look at the Langbrook mouth area from the old
rail bridge and as I emerged into the open here I had a two second view of a
Sparrowhawk shooting by in hunting mode (this was my very first sight of a
Sparrowhawk for the year!). On the mud were several hundred Brent (though
several small parties flew on east while I was there). A small party of Turnstones
flew off noisily when I appeared though I did not disturb the few Shelduck,
Wigeon, Redshank, Dunlin and Black-tailed Godwits that were also there.
On my way home the flooded field south of Wade Court was devoid of both
Wigeon and Teal though some Teal were out on the distant tideline of the
harbour.
Wed 23rd March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Bird migrant arrival dates in March
I thought readers of this blog might like to see the bird arrival dates that I have
seen on the internet this month so here they are in date sequence.

WRYNECK Mar 3 in Kent - no further reports (Hants earliest 21 May) ??
HOBBY Mar 4 in South Devon - no further reports (Hants earliest 21 Mar 2002)
MEADOW PIPIT Mar 5 100+ arrived over Portland (increasing to 4,000+ there on
Mar 18)
CHIFF CHAFF First definite arrival Mar 5 seen incoming at Portland on Mar 5
SAND MARTIN Mar 6 in Glamorgan and Gloucestershire - Many since then
OSPREY Mar 6 in Chesire and Mar 17 over Fareham -no other reports
SANDWICH TERN First definite arrivals 8 at Poole Harbour on Mar 9 and 12 at
Rye Harbour on Mar 15
WOOD WARBLER reported at Church Crookham in N Hampshire on Mar 11 ???
(Hants previous earliest Apr 1 2006)
WHEATEAR First at Durlston, South Devon, on Mar 11 (increasing to 60 at
Portland on Mar 22)
HOUSE MARTIN at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Mar 14
GARGANEY Pair at Dungeness on Mar 15 then 8 at Portland on Mar 21
COMMON WHITETHROAT one reported in Southampton on Mar 17 (Hants
earliest 7 Mar 1997 - average date Apr 8)
SWALLOW Firsts at Titchfield and Portland on Mar 19 - since seen on Mar 23 at
Hill Head, Testwood (Totton) and Christchurch)
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER on Mar 19 at Sidlesham Ferry and at Farlington
Marshes on Mar 23
QUAIL one at Widewater (Worthing) on Mar 19
CUCKOO heard and possibly seen at Tiverton (Devon) on Mar 21 (Has been
seen earlier in both Hants and Sussex)
RING OUZEL one at Portland on Mar 22
YELLOW WAGTAIL poss sighting of three at Hill Head on Mar 22
The first Speckled Wood was seen at Crawley in Sussex on Mar 22 and the first
Hummingbird Hawkmoth was out of hibernation at Brighton on Mar 12.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 14 - 20 (WEEK 11 OF 2016)
Sat 19th March
Full report on this months Cemetery Visits on Mar 16 plus more recent
news
Mar 16th was sunny, if not very warm, and I started my Cemetery visits at Havant
New Lane where the Primroses planted last year outside the Cemetery Wall at
the New Lane/Eastern Road junction were in full flower though they did not show
up well in the photo I took so I waited till I was inside the site to set the scene.
Massed Primroses within the Cemetery plus one of a few mauve flowered
specimens
By March I expect to see a mass of Early Dog aka Wood Violets flowering under
the conifers beside the eastern section of the perimeter path but this year I could
only find one specimen (though several have already appeared in my own

garden) - hopefully they will carpet the ground in April. Another new flower was
the first Buttercup to be seen here.
The first lone specimens of Early Dog Violet and Creeping Buttercup
Still in the Borough section I found a good show of fresh Blue Anemones planted
to enhance a grave, unlike the 'escapees' which I featured last month, half hidden
by Ivy and with no obvious association with a particular grave, in the south west
corner of the St Faith's section. Throughout all areas Yew trees can be found but
each of them is either male or female. Earlier in the winter the females revealed
them selves by bearing bright red berries (technically these are called arils as
unlike e.g. Blackberries they are not a collection of many soft, sweet globules of
fruit, each containing a tiny seed, but have a single large poisonous 'nut' enclosed
in a single bright red sweet outer coating designed to attract birds to eat them and
then defecate the nuts without having a chance to poison the bird - humans
should never attempt to eat these arils as our digestive system will attempt to
consume the nut. For more on this subject see Poisonous fruits. The birds have
by now stripped the female trees of their arils but the males are now easy to spot
as nearly all their branches are laden with hundreds of tiny yellowish sacs of
pollen ready to burst open an scatter a clearly visible cloud of pollen in response
to any shaking of the branch by the wind or a human hand.
Blue Anemones around a grave and a distant view of a male Yew whose pollen
sacs give the branches a yellow tinge
In the St Faiths section I found Cherry Laurel in full flower and also took a photo
of two small patches of Primroses planted by the Conservation Volunteers last
year.
Cherry Laurel and Primrose flowers in St Faiths section
In the Dissenters section the Mahonia bush just inside the entrance has at last
come into full flower and further inside I found flower buds just starting to open on
a Bay tree.
Mahonia and Bay tree now starting to flower in the Dissenters section
From the Havant Cemetery I walked to St Faith's churchyard but found nothing
new there though the number of Sweet Violets under the big Yew Tree have
increased significantly in the past few days and there are now several plants of
White Comfrey in full flower.
Sweet Violets and White Comfrey in St Faith's churchyard.
After lunch I cycled to Warblington where Serbian Squills had started to flower in
the New Burial Area and an ornamental type Apple Tree had opened is first
flowers at the east end of the old cemterery.
Serbian Squills and ornamental Apple blossom at Warblington

Near the Apple Blossom I took a close up of the pollen sacs on a male Yew tree
and when walking back to the Extension to collect my bike I took a final picture of
some Ivy Leaved Speedwell showing its tiny, very pale blue flowers growing at
the foot of the church wall.
Yew pollen sacs and Ivy Leaved Speedwell at Warblington.
Todays news of the first Swallow and the first Quail.
To end this post I have news from the HOS sightings of the first Swallow seen
today (Mar 19) at Titchfield Haven and the first Quail seen at Widewater on the
west Sussex coast
Wed 16th March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The first Whitethroat and Small White butterfly and early Apple Blossom in
Warblington Cemetery
On Wednesday (Mar 16) I made my mid-month visits to the local Cemeteries and
hope to publish my full Cemetery Pages update tomorrow but while revieving the
photos today I found a couple which may be of general interest, both taken at the
Warblington Cemetery and I am including them here. The first is of a small plant
which I first saw in the Natural Burial Area last year - it is a Siberian Squill which
is described (including a warning to expect trouble from witches and evil spirits if
you damage it) and illustrated on a Finnish website at Siberian Squill. Other
websites warn you that once planted this species is highly invasive. The second
is one which took me by surprise as being very early for Apple blossom though it
is not of the edible variety but an ornamental variety.
Siberian Squill and an ornamental Apple both flowering at Warblington Cemetery
Another early species seen on Portsdown (in the base of the Paulsgrove Chalk
Pit) was a Small White butterfly, seen by Ashley Whitlock on Mar 15 (and again
on Mar 17) - so far no reports of the species have appeared on the national
Butterfly Conservation first sightings page nor anywhere else to my knowledge.
Also in the Chalk Pit Ashley noticed Peregrines around their regular cliff top nest
site near the east end of the pit and he also publishes a photo taken in the base
of the pit of what he calls Common Dog Violets though the habitat and the
absence of leaves suggest to me that might be the early flowering downland
Hairy Violets which I have already seen in the grass just below Fort Widley on
Mar 8. You can see Ashley's photo at Maybe Hairy and not Sweet Violets?.
My latest scan of bird news on the web shows a significant increase in the
number of Sand Martin sightings here in Hampshire today (Mar 18) with a count
of 15 at Blashford, two at Eastleigh and singles at both Hook/Warsash and
Titchfield Haven. On Mar 17 we had the first Whitethoat sighting that I have come
across in the UK this spring - one seen in Southampton's Bitterne Park. Chris
Bentley at Rye Harbour today announced a first for Britain (not a bird but a small
Beetle called Euasethetus superlatus which is resident on the channel but has not
previously been known to cross the Channel - for Chris' report and photo see A
new beetle for Britain found at Rye Harbour
Tue 15th March

National reports of first House Martin and Garganey while locally increasing
numbers of Butterflies - plus some research into Wolf Spiders
A walk to Budds Farm and Langstone pond this morning showed that plenty of
Brent are still passing through and that the Budds Farm Swan nest (visible in the
reed bed straight in front of the viewing bench) was occupied though the
Langstone bird had not yet settled on her nest. I also got the feeling that the
winter bird population of the area is rapidly thinning out (I did not see a single
Wigeon anywhere though a single unseen Skylark was singing continuously over
the South Moors and a male Brimstone was flying beside the Langbrook).
Heading home up Wade Lane I saw both of the local Mistle Thrush pair searching
for food (probably for young in their nest) on the ground in the first field on the
east side of the lane north of the entrance to Wade Court on the west. Early in
this outing I found my first flowering Storksbill for March beside Brockhampton
Lane
A check through the internet this evening found reports of the first House Martin
in Dorset and the first Garganey somewhere in Britain, both on Mar 14, along with
an increasing number of Sandwich Terns at Rye Harbour and at least two more
Wheatears in Dorset and Devon. Among several reports of Brimstone, Comma
and Peacock sightings in the past few days I was impressed by a report of 12
Small Tortoiseshells seen together at Ferring (just west of Worthing).
On Mar 12 Brian Fellows included in his blog a photo of a spider taken on Brook
Meadow by Malcolm Phillips and Brian said that while it looked similar to the
Nursery Tent Spider (Pisaura mirabilis) that is regularly found in Brook Meadow
he thought it was was not that species. I agree with this for two reasons - the front
legs are not as long as those of Pisaura and the Pardosa species are active in the
early spring while Pisaura does not appear until early summer. This prompted me
to see if I could find out more and I started by querying Brian's statement that
Pisaura is one of the Wolf Spiders - I have always thought that Wolf Spiders were
the small black spiders of the Pardosa genus which are usually to be seen
scuttling along the ground at speed and which get the 'Wolf' name because they
do not catch their prey in webs but chase it along the ground (sometimes doing
this in groups, giving the impression of hunting wolf packs). Pisaura mirabilis
belongs to a different family which shares the feature of not weaving webs to
catch prey but which does not chase its prey but (like a Crab Spider) lies
motionless with outstretched forelegs waiting for prey to come to it. Another
characteristic of the Pardosa Wolf Spiders, which Pisaura does not share, is the
arrangement of their eyes. All spiders have at least six eyes while the majority
have eight and in Pardosa species these are arranged in three rows with two
small ones looking upward from the top of the head, then two very large eyes
facing straight forward from the top of the 'forehead' above a row of four small
ones (even without enlarging Malcolm Phillips' photo I can see light reflected from
the left 'big eye' of the spider). A possible id for the spider is Pardosa proxima and
you can see the eye pattern of that species in the photo at Pardosa proxima eye
pattern
One characteristic shared by Pardosa and Pisuara is that (since they have to
move over the ground) the females must find a way to carry their eggs around
with them. Pisaura does this by attaching her egg sac to the pair of 'chelicerae'
which are attached to the mouth and act as fangs to deliver poison to their prey -

she bends these back to hold the egg sac under the front of her body. The
Pardosa species attach the egg sac to the spinnarets at the back of the body.
For anyone eager to learn more about the lifestyle of Pisaura mirabilis (including
the males strategy of making sure the female does not eat him when he
approaches her to mate by placing a gift of food in front of her and then feigning
death until she has started to eat the gift rather than him) have a look at Pisaura
mirabilis lifestyle
Mon 14th March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A walk round Farlington Marshes and a ride to the Oysterbeds
Yesterday afternoon I cycled to Farlington Marshes and walked round the seawall
in glorious sunshine. My main interest was to see how many Brent Geese were
still there, which was a substantial number but all giving the distinct impression by
their non-stop feeding that they were filling their fuel tanks for an imminent long
distance flight, probable starting at sunset. While I was there the tide was high but
as I cycled home the water had started to drop allowing many of the birds to
cease feeding on the grass and to resume feeding on the more nutritious
underwater weeds as they moved east in response to their 'sat navs'.
Another sign of the times was the presence of Lapwing making display flights
over the main marsh though significantly I only saw three of them. Another
species that seemed to have already left the area was Pintail - among the large
numbers of Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler and Shelduck still in the reserve I saw none
and only saw just one male on the harbour off the eastern sea wall.
This afternoon I cycled to the Oysterbeds to hear the concert of continuous calls
from the gulls (principally Med Gulls) which now have staked claim to almost all
the available nest space on the lagoon islands. After that I visited what used to be
the entrance to the carpark behind the Esso Garage - the entrance is now firmly
fenced off and marked 'Private' as if someone is intending to build on the land. Be
that as it may I was delighted to see that there is a magnificent display of
unfenced Coltsfoot flowers still to be seen there and on the way home I added
another flowering species to my March list with two Fritillary plants in flower
beside the short section of the Wayfarers Way between the Hayling Billy line and
the main road in addition to the one unopen bud which I first noticed on Mar 10.
At Langstone Pond the female Swan was at her nest on the island behind the
Interpretation Board and waste bin, but standing, not sitting, on the nest so
presumably not yet having laid any eggs.
In case anyone has not checked the HOS sightings for today I see that the first
Hampshire Sand Martin was seen today at Pennington. Over on the Isle of Wight
another lone first Sand Martin was over Brading Marsh yesterday (Mar 13) while
also yesterday Portland had its first Wheatear. The RBA site received reports
from 'somewhere in the UK' on Mar 13 of 11 Wheatears, 7 Sand Martins and 2
White Wagtails.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 7 - 13 (WEEK 10 OF 2016)
Sun 13th March
Early bird migrant arrivals and breeding
Looking through my list of observations collected from the internet I have
extracted those which purport to show the earliest sightings of migrant arrivals.

These are, in date sequence,
WRYNECK 1 in north Kent on Mar 3 - no subsequent reports
HOBBY 1 in off the sea in South Devon on Mar 4 - no subsequent reports
CHIFF CHAFF 2 incoming at Portland on Mar 5, 2 'probable migrants' in north
Kent on Mar 9, one arrival at Dungeness on Mar 10, several in bushes (2 singing)
around the Widewater Lagoon on the West Sussex shore, and one seen flying in
at Selsey Bill on Mar 12
MEADOW PIPIT 100+ incoming at Portland on Mar 5 - many subsequent reports
from south coast sites
OSPREY 1 over Cheshire on Mar 6 - no subsequent reports
SAND MARTIN seen over Glamorgan and Gloucestershire on Mar 6 - no
subsequent reports
ROBIN 35 on Farlington Marshes seawall on Mar 6
LINNET first 34 migrants arrived at Portland on Mar 8
SANDWICH TERN probable first migrants at Dungeness (1) and 8 in Poole
Harbour on Mar 9
BLACKBIRD 25 incoming at Portland on Mar 11
WHEATEAR a pair seen at Durlston near Swanage on Mar 11 - no subsequent
reports but one has overwintered at Tarrant Rushton airfield this winter (seen Dec
18 and Jan 3, Jan 20 and Feb 15)
WOOD WARBLER one reported at Church Crookham in north Hampshire on Mar
11 (unconfirmed - previous earliest in Hampshire 1 April 2006, average arrival
date April 19)Early breeding records include
GREY HERON. Four nests were occupied at Langstone Mill Pond by Jan 3 and
the first chicks were heard on Feb 2. By Feb 24 seven out of eight nests around
the pond were occupied
BLACK SWAN. One has been associating with Mute Swans at Chichester Marina
area since June 2014 - see photo taken then of one associating with a Mute
Swan family at Black Swan at Chichester Marina. On Feb 9 this year the Selsey
blog reported "Meanwhile, along the old canal at Chichester Marina our old friend
the Black Swan has re-appeared and was busy chasing Mute Swans away, but
further on I discovered an open and unguarded Swan's nest with 6 eggs therein;
half an hour later it was still unguarded with no swan in the immediate vicinity, so
if it has been abandoned or not I don't know, but will monitor with interest." Two
photos taken then can be seen at Presumed Black Swan nest on Feb 9 and Black
associating with Mute Swan on Feb 16. On Mar 11 the abadoned nest still had 5
eggs (though on Feb 16 the Selsey blog said there were only four eggs)
AVOCET pair seen mating at Medmerry (near Selsey) on Mar 3
SONG THRUSH one seen with nest material at Arundel on Mar 5
MUTE SWAN Langstone pond female seen refurbishing nest on Mar 5
Further info on Black Swan breeding includes a pair at Riverside Park in
Southampton which raised 5 juveniles last year and these were still being seen
together as a family until Feb 23 this year when the female was again sitting on
her nest but by Mar 8 the five youngsters were seen on their own - no further
news to date. Down in Devon Dawlish has long had a resident population of Black
Swans which are maintained as a tourist attraction - see Black Swans in Dawlish.
Recently public money for maintaining the Black Swans has dried up but in
January 2015 an elderly resident who loved to feed the Swans paid £400 of her

own money to replace the last two females (which had died) - see Old lady pays
£400 to save the Dawlish Black Swans from extinction
Wed 9th March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Humpback Whales off Cornwall and a Sacred Ibis in Kent plus Rue-leaved
Saxifrage now flowering in Havant
An unusual report on the Cornwall birding website was a sighting of 2 Humpback
Whales off Porthgwarra at the western end of the south coast on Mar 7 - for an
account of this species in UK waters see Humpback Whales in UK waters. That
website had a viewpoint biased towards Hebridean waters but Humpbacks are
not uncommon further south - see Humpback sightings around England. Finally
there is a BBC report of a recent sighting of two Humpbacks in the same area on
Jan 3 this year at The same two Humpbacks seen in January??.
Another unusual sighting this week was of a Sacred Ibis flying west over
Folkestone - to confirm this was not another Glossy Ibis see the photo at Sacred
Ibis photo. This was probably an escape from captivity - see Sacred Ibis in UK
(This will download a pdf and you will probably have to click the box which
appears at the foot of your screen to view it in a new tab - after reading it you will
have to delete the new tab to return to the previous tab)
My only personal tick for today was of the Rue-leaved Saxifrage in the Pallant
carpark here in Havant now showing several flowers. I first noticed the leaves of
these plants on Feb 18 and then hints of opening flower buds on Mar 1. If you
want to see these plants approach the carpark from Beechworth Road and look
on the small patch of cobble stones on your right as soon as you enter.
Tue 8th March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First Sand Martins and Osprey for the UK and Hairy Violets on Portsdown
With little wind this morning I cycled to Fort Widley on Portsdown and found
around a dozen Hairy Violets already in flower. Also seen on the uphill slope
between the George pub and the 'viewpoint' carpark were several Cowslips,
much smaller than the tall garden escape specimens that I found on the southern
embankment of the Havant bypass on Feb 27. On the way home I went past the
overflow from the Bedhampton springs into the Hermitage stream where the first
few Stream Water Crowfoot flowers were newly open.
Two more migrant species reached Britain on Mar 6 and were reported on the
RBA website. Several Sand Martins were reported in both Glamorgan and
Gloucestershire and one Osprey was reported in Cheshire. A less welcome report
from Christchurch Harbour on Mar 6 was of a Grey Heron eating two newly
hatched young Herons plus the unhatched eggs in the same nest - presumably
not its own!
A much more attractive report from Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Mar 6 was of
a cluster of Scarlet Elfcup fungi - these can be seen at Scarlet Elfcup fungi
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 29 - MAR 6 (WEEK 09 OF 2016)
Sun 6th March

More signs of spring
My only outing today was a brief extension to a visit to the local Bottle Bank,
walking to the north end of Bellair Road where the last house on the west side
has a brilliant yellow flowered shrub called French Broom which, despite it being
planted, is well establised and uncommon enough to be included in the plants
which I regard as tickable for my monthly flowering plant list. For a photo and
description see French Broom. With three other plants (Wood Spurge, Creeping
Comfrey and the Oxyloba variant of Greater Periwinkle) seen yesterday this
brings my count of March flowering species to 68.
My scan of the internet today gave me my first reports of a migrant Wryneck
arrival in Kent on Mar 3 and a Hobby reaching south Devon on Mar 4. On Mar 5
Portland reported the arrival of more than 100 Meadow Pipits (the first arrived
there on Feb 24) - also on Mar 5 two Chiff Chaffs in the Portland observatory
garden were presumed migrants but I suspect that my others have been sneaking
in for some time without proof of arrival. Today 35 Robins counted along the
Farlington Marshes seawall (well away from 'The Bushes' where they might be
expected) were assumed to be cross channel arrivals.
Other miscellaneous signs of spring included a photo on the Selsey blog of
Avocets mating at Medmerry on Mar 3, a female Blackbird seen in South Devon
with nest material on Mar 1, and a probable sighting Fulmars feeding chicks in a
nest on Berry Head in south Devon.
First reports of bird song included Yellowhammer on Mar 1, Pied Wagtail on Mar
3, Reed Bunting on Mar 4, Cirl Bunting in Devon on Mar 5 and Tree Creeper on
Mar 6. Also starting general song from Mar 1 were Blackbirds.
Thu 3rd March
A ride around Emsworth in today's sunshine brings my March wildflower
list to 64 species
This morning I rode to Emsworth via Southleigh Road to visit Brook Meadow and
Nore Barn before heading home along the main Emsworth to Havant road. Before
setting out I had an unexpected tick of Herb Robert in full flower in the gravel front
garden of one of the East Street houses which replaced the old Empire cinema.
Later, cycling along the new cycleway past the Warblington School playing fields,
I added the Common Ramping Fumitory before heading to the Locks Farm site
where East Leigh Road leaves Southleigh Road. Here, with a very vocal flock of
around 20 Med Gulls overhead, I found both half a dozen first flowers of Lesser
Periwinkle and one plant of Ground Ivy in flower.
Crossing the Horndean Road into north Emsworth I stopped to find a flower on
the very tatty old bush of Butcher's Broom but saw nothing else new until I
reached Brook Meadow where I added the even more tatty Butterbur flowers to
my list. Nearing Nore Barn I saw fresh flowers opening on Red Valerian and the
regular Summer Snowflake and Three-cornered Leek flowers, and in the Nore
Barn stream I found the Spotted Redshank showing stunningly bright Orange legs
and the first hints of its black summer plumage in dark flecks among its still white
flanks and undertail. In the north east tip of the woodland several plants of Threecornered Leek had flowers (I think I was wrong yesterday in saying that
Neapolitan Garlic would soon be flowering here - I'm pretty sure I am right in

saying that that species used to be found in the wood but I cannot remember
having seen it myself).
On my way home I crossed the main Havant Road at the Selangor Ave junction
where Spotted Medick and Chickweed were flowering. The last addition to my list
today came at the A27 Underpass site where Stinking Hellebore was flowering in
the roadside trees of the sliproad coming down from the westbound A27. To end
the day in my own garden at dusk I heard Blackbird song confirming that the
songs which I heard on Mar 1st were the start of regular song by this bird.
Over the past few weeks I have been watching the BBC 4 TV series 'How Earth
Made Us' in which the Scottish Geologist Iain Stewart shows how the Earth that
we know was shaped by nature. The series ended last Saturday with an episode
featuring the effect that humans have had on the planet and I think that anyone
with a concern for the natural world should see this episode which starts by
saying that if early humans had not abandoned the hunter gatherer life style in
favour of agriculture the earth would now be in the grip of a planet wide Ice Age
and goes on to show the extent to which we are the dominant influence in the
future of our home planet. Unfortunately, as with all the 'Save the planet'
messages, no happy ending is promised. If you want to see this episode go to
Human Planet
Wed 2nd March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Neapolitan Garlic at Langstone pond is among seven new flowering species
for my March list
I got out for a short walk down to Langstone pond this afternoon, my target being
to see the Bulbous Buttercups in Russell's Field across which a footpath conects
the Billy Trail to Langstone Mill. Before getting there I confirmed that the Yellow
Flag was flowering in the Wade Court lake visble from the Billy line and I also
added fresh Hazel catkins overhanging the Lymbourne stream (all the Hazel seen
yesterday was not recorded for March as their catkins were already past
flowering).
In Russell's Field there were several Bulbous Buttercups and at Langstone Pond I
spotted my first fully open Common Alder catkins and also the garlic flowers
which John Goodspeed had reported seeing among the reeds there recently.
They were close the north end of the Mill buildings where you start to get an open
view of the harbour when heading north and with the male Swan no longer
standing defensively in front of them I was able to take a close look. The plants
did have 'three-cornered' stems but the flowers were pure white having neither
the green-tipped petals of Summer Snowflake nor the thin green stripe down the
length of the petals which would make them Three-cornered Garlic but were a
species that I had not seen before this year - Neapolitan Garlic. A photo of this
species can be seen at Neapolitan Garlic - very soon they should also be found
just inside the Nore Barn wood at Emsworth, close to the main path along the
north side of the wood near the eastern end of the wood.
Today the male Swan was on the water in the north-west of the pond where the
stream enters it but I could not spot the female nor any nest she may have been
building but from the seawall I heard the calls of two Med Gulls (my first, rather
belated, observation of this special sound of spring).
Passing Wade Court I saw two fresh flowers of Winter Heliotrope for my March
list and, nearing the north end of Wade Court Road I saw that the tall old Grey

Poplar opposite North Close was already starting to drop its first catkins for this
year.
This morning I finished collecting internet observations for February and I would
like to bring one entry for Feb 25 on Graeme Lyons blog to the attention of
anyone who, like me, enjoys discovering new species which share our British
countryside but which I have never heard of before. In this case the species are
Slugs and after reading Graeme's blog entry you may find that you, like him, have
become a 'born again' Slug lover. Before reading his entry you may need to be
told that a 'PSLer' is a 'Pan Species Lister' whose aim in life is to have a longer
tick list of species, regardless of the group to which the species belong, than
anyone else. Now read his entry for Feb 25 at Graeme Lyons latest blog entry.
Tue 1st March
(Link to previous day’s entry)
March starts with my first Blackbird song and 48 flowering plants including
Common Yew, English Oak and Rue-leaved Saxifrage
A walk around Havant in the morning was cut short by rain but not before a
Common Yew in Havant Cemetery had produced a cloud of pollen in response to
a shake of a branch. I also found single flowers on the 'wild' Early Dog Violets and
Yellow Corydalis in my garden. After lunch the rain had given way to some
sunshine and a walk down the Billy Trail not only gave me flowering Hawthorn
and Blackthorn but my first catkins among the opening leaves of an English Oak
overhanging the Hornbeam (not yet flowering) at the east end of the bridge over
the Langbrook just south of the A27 (on the southern embankment of which I
went out of my way to see the Cowslips which I had found in flower last week).
Also good to see by the Billy Trail north of the A27 was a single Goldcrest
Turning west through the 'new' Langstone housing I found a few Yellow Flowered
Strawberry flowers still open beside the Langbrook stream with Common Alder
catkins overhanging the stream before turning north through the underpass to
record Green Alkanet by the water wheel and then to find a small amount of
Danish Scurvy Grass beside Park Road South. On the east side of this road, as
well as the Cow Parsley I found just one flower head of Red Clover before
reaching the Bosmere School entrance where I was stopped in my tracks by
strong Blackbird song (my first for the year although Brian Fellows heard one in
Emsworth of Feb 24th). Before reaching home I heard another Blackbird singing
in a Grove Road garden near Town Hall Road. After getting home I had to go out
again to get some bread for tea and on the way to Waitrose I had another look at
the Rue-leaved Saxifrage plants just inside the Pallant car park entrance, one of
which was showing a minute speck of white from an opening flower bud.
Mon 29th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
February highlights
Now that we have reached the end of February I have been looking through the
observations that I have collected during the month and what follows is a
summary of those that I found interesting, starting with the group which I call
'Animals' (i.e. anything that is not a Bird, Insect or Plant)
First up is the Common Dolphin which appeared in Chichester Harbour At
Bosham Hoe on Feb 12 and was thought to be 'stranded' and in need of taking
into care but before that could happen in swam off and was next seen in the
Langstone/Northney area on Feb 14. On Feb 15 it was seen from Black Point,

presumably on its way out to sea as there have been no more sightings in the
harbour though on Feb 16 a boat heading from the Isle of Wight to Littlehampton
encountered a group of up to 40 Dolphins off the Sussex coast. You can see what
a Common Dolphin looks like at Common Dolphin facts and this webpage
suggests that the one which entered Chichester Harbour may have done so after
a collision with a ship, or had its hearing damaged by something like naval sonar.
It seems that this was the first Dolphin to enter Chichester Harbour for a least ten
years. One was in Portsmouth Harbour in July 2007 and either that one or a
predecessor eventually died after being mortally wounded by a ship's propellor.
Another marine rarity was found dead in Pagham Harbour on Feb 24 was a fish
called a Lumpsucker which is widespread in shallow water around the North
Atlantic (though rare around the south of the British Isles and never before
recorded in Pagham Harbour). For an overview of the species see Wikipedia
account of the Lumpsucker (Cyclopterus lumpus) and for a photo of the specimen
found at Church Norton see Photo of the specimen found at Church Norton.
Females can lay up to 350,000 eggs at a go and this one may just have done so
by the look of the open hole in its belly but the eggs will not in this case have
been collected and sold as Caviar!
A much commoner creature which can be found locally is the Common Lizard
and one seen in the Ashdown Forest in East Sussex attracted attention on Feb
25 was a melanistic (black skinned) form which you can see at Black-skinned
Lizard. Also reported on Feb 25 in the Dungeness area were the first Marsh
Frogs of the year while an unexpected report from Portland on Feb 23 was of a
Collared Earthstar fungus - see Collared Earthstar (Geastrum triplex)
Another report which appeared on Brian Fellows blog for Feb 17 was of a Roe
Buck photographed at Titchfield Haven by Colin Vanner showing well developed
antlers and this led me to check up on the annual cycle of growing and casting
antlers by the males of the Deer species we might come across in southern
England. Before looking at the more orthodox websites on this subject I began
with the youthful enthusiasm of a boy called Jake who was just 14 years old in
2010 when he already had a collection of 200 skulls in his bedroom and had
appeared on several popular BBC wildlife programmes. Before looking at what he
has to say about Roe Deer antlers check out Who is Jake? then go to Jake on
Roe Deer. Perhaps more informative if less enthusastic is a website showing how
to tell the age of a Roe buck from the appearance of its antlers - see Ageing a
Roe buck.
Other deer species which you may come across in Hampshire are Fallow,
Muntjac and Sika. Unlike the other species Muntjac bucks have very small antlers
and do not have a rutting season - the males do cast their antlers each May and
have a new set ready in September but the females, which have a seven month
gestation period, are ready to conceive again within a few days of giving birth.
Fallow bucks cast their antlers in May and have a new set ready for their rut in
late September - the females give birth in late May or June. Although not as
numerous as the other species a good number of Japanese Sika (there are other
species but they are only found in captivity) are found in the New Forest and
around Poole Harbour in Dorset - you can read about them at Sika Deer.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 22 - 28 (WEEK 08 OF 2016)
Sat 27th February
A walk to the South Moors finds Marsh Marigolds, Cowslips and Spanish
Bluebells in flower
Following the path south alongside the Langbrook Stream I found Spanish
Bluebells in flower at two points and heard a Cettis Warbler singing a little south
of the Langstone Technology Park approach road - probably a young male
looking for a new territory and unlikely to stay here. Coming out onto the open
moors I was surprised to put up a Rock Pipit from the grass beside the concrete
casing of the old sewage outflow pipe I was walking on and after turning west
onto the path across the moors from Langstone Mill Lane the calls of a
Greenshank flying over caused me to look up and see it was accompanied by a
Green Sandpiper which landed near the Tamarisk Pool. Also seen here was a
male Stonechat, presumably one of the pair that have been reported here since
Feb 4 by a J Simons who gives a grid ref indicating the South Moors but
confusingly names the site as 'Broadmarsh'.
Crossing the small stream which drains the centre of the moors I surprised a lone
Oystercatcher which behaved as if it had chosen this central part of the Moors as
a nest site (being reluctant to leave the area and giving alarm calls). I then
entered the 'Orchid field' and, after recrossing the small stream, made my way to
the north of the field (close to the hedge of the SSE building) where I found just
two Marsh Marigold flowers in the small pool from which several Snipe and
another Green Sandpiper took flight. Returning to the main path I headed for
Southmoor Lane, stopping to have a closer look at the two small trees which I
took to be my first flowering Blackthorns when I saw them on Feb 10 - this time I
found a few 'thorns' which, with the tight-packed flowers, convinced me that these
were a couple of very early flowering Blackthorns - they are to be found at the
very east end of the straight path section leading to the moors from Southmoor
Lane before the path turns south.
Next stop was at the view point for Budds Farm pools where I was pleased to see
a pair of Swans were back but not so pleased to see two pairs of Canada Geese.
Ducks included at least twenty each of Tufted Duck, Teal and Gadwall with three
male Pochard and a single male Shoveler. Heading home along the South Moors
shore with the tide high I had close views of a single Rock Pipit searching the
tideline. Nearer the Langbrook mouth I saw a few Turnstone and a few Wigeon
and Gadwall with at least 30 Mergansers though I could not spot the single
female Goosander that was reported to be with them on Feb 24. Also seen here
was just one Brent (the only others I saw today were a group of about a dozen on
the Langstone village shoreline) and as I was about to cross the bridge to Mill
Lane a single Buzzard drifted over heading into the wind.
At Langstone pond the female Swan was alone on the water with the male, with
raised wings, standing guard over the shore path at the north end of the Mill
buildings - he was not attacking people but was making it difficult for dog walkers
to pass! There were no Wigeon but plenty of Teal on the Wade Court south
meadow. Heading up Wade Lane I turned left when I reached the A27 bridge and

followed the southern foot of the road embankment west to the Langbrook, being
rewarded (when about one third of the way across) to find a magnificent stand of
Cowslips growing at the foot of a tree on the embankment.
Tue 23rd February
A sunny ride to Walderton finds Green Hellebore and Wild Bluebells in
flower
My day started well with a self-sown Sweet Violet flower in my garden before
getting on my bike to look for the Green Hellebores that flower in Wooodlands
Lane which runs from Stansted to Walderton. I chose an easy route via
Westbourne and Aldsworth, discovering a new site for Creeping Comfrey in a
Westbourne garden and hearing the Rooks at their nests at Aldsworth. Heading
on to Racton a single Skylark was singing over the fields near the Racton Tower
and before reaching Walderton I passed a Badger corpse at the roadside. The
headwaters of the River Ems were in full flood in this area and after crossing the
river at Walderton I was pleased to see a field full of Rooks probing the wet
meadow east of the road.
After walking up the steep track of Woodlands Lane from Walderton I parked my
bike against the mature Oak which marks the crest of the uphill section and
walked east through the Hazel trees along the north side of the lane where I soon
came on the Green Hellebore plants, finding half a dozen of them already bearing
flowers and being surprised to find that close to two of the plants wild Bluebells
were already starting to open their lower flowers.
Back on my bike and heading west to the Stansted estate fields I stopped briefly
to confirm that a mature bush of Spurge Laurel was already in flower in
Lordington Copse from which I could hear the spring calls of a Nuthatch. Crossing
the fields east of Stansted House I hoped for but failed to detect the presence of
Woodlarks but after passing the house I did hear my first drumming Great
Spotted Woodpecker.
Leaving the Stansted Forest I rode downhill to the outskirts of Westbourne but
turned off onto Long Copse Lane which soon has a steep uphill section forcing
me to dismount and where I did so I spotted what seemed to be a red-flowered
Lungwort growing prone on the roadside - Back at home Wikipedia told me that
there is a red flowered Lungwort (Common Lungwort or Pulmonaria officinalis)
which is found throughout Europe but which is rare in Britain - Stace's Flora says
that is much grown in gardens and but scarce as a naturalised escape. Next time
I am in that area I will have a closer look. One other garden plant which caught
my eye somewhere on this trip was the bright yellow shrub Montpellier Broom
which you can see at Montpellier Broom. I should be able to see this in a garden
at the north end of Bellair Road, just across the Billy Line from my home.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 15 - 21 (WEEK 07 OF 2016)
Sun 21st February
Leeches, a Bufflehead in Lancashire, and a Green Winged Teal in Devon
I did not go out today but did check the internet for news of which there was a
Sussex report of 11 Bewick's Swans 'leaving Pulborough Brooks' yesterday and a

suggestion from the Isle of Wight that both Red-throated and Black-throated
Divers are starting to move up channel on their way north - 4 Red-necked and 2
Black-throated were seen at St Catherne's Point, the southern tip of the Isle of
Wight.
Another bird worth a mention is the Green Winged Teal that has been at Black
Hole Marsh in East Devon since Jan 30. The species is a vagrant from north
America but has been seen at seven UK sites during this month when the male
breeding plumage makes them easy to spot. The current report from Devon has
an excellent photo which you can see at Male Green-winged Teal.. For detail of
the species see Green-winged Teal facts.. The Black Hole Marsh site is part of a
larger Seaton Marshes nature reserve near the mouth of the River Axe close to
the Dorset border and some 15 miles east of Exmouth.
A much less common North American duck, a Bufflehead, turned up on the River
Wyre in Lancashire on Feb 20. Details of this species can be found at Bufflehead
duck and more info can be seen at Bufflehead in North America.
The Sandwich Bay website had no special bird news but did include the following
sentence in its report for today ... "There was also a leech on the farm access
track, the first any of us has seen here." There are several Leech species to be
found in Britain but it seems that the Horse Leech is the most likely to be found
throughout Britain - see Horse Leech. The only species I have seen is the
Medicinal Leech which was once common but is now scarce - my two encounters
with the species were in a New Forest pond near Brockenhurst on a Wildlife Trust
guided walk and much nearer home in a pond in the Cams Hall Golf Course at
Fareham. My link to a description of this species is to Medicinal Leeeches in
Romney Marsh
Sat 20th February

More signs of spring on a dull day
This morning I walked down to Langstone Pond where I saw the newly built
Heron's nest (the seventh active nest here this year) which Peter Raby found
yesterday but there was still no sign of a Swan nest - the pair were together at the
back of the Mill. In the Wade Court south field one Mistle Thrush was seen (is it's
mate now on a nest?) and both Teal and Wigeon were present.
My scan of the internet gave me a strong impression that many birds think spring
is just round the corner. On Feb 18 a single Skylark flew in off the sea at Portland,
a pair of Buzzards were displaying near Midhurst and two Goldeneye were 'head
bobbing' on Pagham Lagoon. Feb 19 found 10 Woodlarks all singing over the
RSPB Broadwater Warren 'High Weald' reserve on the eastern boundary of East
Sussex while in the New Forest the first Meadow Pipit was making its
display/song flights, and in the Candover Valley north of Alresford two Lapwings
were making their evocative display flights. Also on Feb 19 Stonechats were
reported back on their New Forest breeding territories and two of these birds (not
reported as a pair) were seen on the Langstone South Moors (probably en route
to their territories elsewhere) while at Hill Head the latest of several Merlins seen
along the south coast came in off the sea and flew on north.
On the north coast of Kent three Black Swans seen at Reculver provoked the
comment that this species is currently becoming so numerous and widespread in

the wild that it may soon be added to the British List - you can read this and see
two photos of the birds (the second of which shows the white wing areas that are
a surprise when they take flight) - see the Feb 17 entry at Black Swans at
Reculver
Another species from the far south that is very unlikely to go on the British List is
Black-browed Albatross but you may be surprised to find out that there have been
numerous records around the British Isles and a report from St Ives in Cornwall of
a 'probable Albatross' seen on Feb 18 reminded me of one which was seen
around Scotland between 1967 and 1995 trying to mate with Gannets - you can
read about this sad individual, which became famous among birders under the
name 'Albert', at Albert the British Albatross. Since the demise of 'Albert' there
have been at least six British records, the last being at Minsmere in 2015 - see
The Minsmere Albatross in 2015
Thu 18th February
A sunny day gives me seven good flowering plants and the first sight of
Rue-leaved Saxifrage plus Herring Gulls settling on nests
This morning I enjoyed a three hour walk up New Lane to Bartons Road returning
via East Leigh Road and Denvilles. I was not expecting any new flowers so began
by noting the birds which included the first Blue Tit I have heard singing its 'silly
laugh' song (as well as the expected Robin, Wren, Dunnock, Great Tit, Chaffinch
and Goldfinch plus Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove and Feral Pigeon). The
expected Herring Gulls were active on the rooves of the industrial buildings along
the railway seen from New Lane - one pair seen 'beak kissing' may well have
been doing so on their chosen nest site.
One first flower seen in a New Lane garden was Broom but the hot spot for
flowers turned out to be the north verge of Bartons Road climbing up over the
railway line where I found my first Creeping Buttercups in flower and my second
Ground Ivy for the month. More interesting was the bank separating the field west
of the Havant Crematorium from the Bartons Road verge. Scattered along the
length of this bank were many clumps of Creeping Comfrey in flower (this is the
only place I know of to find this species growing wild in Havant - I am puzzled by
its origin but it must have been planted here many years ago). For a photo of this
ground hugging, patch forming species see Creeping Comfrey. Also on this bank
was one large clump of Stinking Hellebore with its distinctive 'hook tipped' fruits
hanging down below the flowers (these are illustrated in Stace's Flora but not in
the popular Fitter, Fitter and Blamey but there is a good photo of them on the
internet at Stinking Hellebore fruits.) Also on the Bartons Road verge I came on a
large but lone flower of Early/Wood Dog Violet with its straight violet coloured
spur. Making my way home through the Denvilles area I came on two lone
clusters of Hawthorn flowers in hedges which are only just putting out their first
leaves (I suspect that these flowers are a response to hedge trimming - the trees
trying to set fruit and pass on their genes before they die! though that does not
apply to the first Hawthorn flowers of the year seen on Feb 2 beside the Hayling
Billy trail in Havant - I suspect that early flowering of that is the result of planting a
tree which has been imported from abroad where its internal clock had been set
to the appropriate flowering date for the latititude of its 'mother country').

This afternoon a brief walk to the Havant shops took me via the East Pallant but
instead of following the road I walked through the carpark. Immediately inside the
car park entrance, on a small stony area to the right of the entrance, I was
delighted to find two full grown (but not flowering) plants of Rue-leaved Saxifrage
with their distinctive 'three fingered' leaves - if you are not familiar with this
uncommon species have a look at (ignoring the flowers and being aware that the
plant is only a couple of centimetres across) Rue-leaved Saxifrage.
Wed 17th February
More on the Dolphin in Chichester Harbour
On Feb 14 I reported what I then knew about a lone Common Dolphin which had
been found, apparently stranded on the mud of Chichester Harbour at Bosham
Hoe on Feb 12 (the first to be reported in the harbour for at least 10 years though
one was in Portsmouth Harbour in 2007). What was presumed to be the same
creature was then seen by Barry Kingsmith to the east of Langstone Bridge and
reported on Brian Fellows blog for Feb 14. The next and so far the last report
came from Andy Johnson who saw it near the mouth of Chichester Harbour on
Feb 15 but that is not the end of the story for on Feb 16 sailors crossing from the
Isle of Wight to Littlehampton saw a group of 30 to 40 Dolphins close to the
Sussex coast at Climping - will any of them re-enter Chichester Harbour? For
photos taken off Climping see Many Dolphins off Climping.
With several recent signs that Mute Swans are getting ready to breed I see that
one has laid has already laid 4 eggs in a nest by the Chichester Canal but the
Selsey blog for Feb 16 said they were cold and had been abandoned. On Feb 17
the Selsey blog reported a pair of Stock Doves displaying over the Ferry Pool.
Still with bird news the Dorset news has a Wheatear sighting at Tarrant Rushton
airfield but this is no early migrant - it has been reported there on Dec 18, Jan 8
and 20, and now on Feb 15.
The Sussex Butterfly website has a Small Tortoiseshell sighting on Feb 16 but it
also had one on Jan 16. Also in Sussex a Peacock was seen on Feb 16 but there
was also an intriguing January 21 sighting of one in a field close to rabbit burrows
in which it may have been hibernating.
Best of all Sussex butterfly enthusiasts clearing scrub from Heyshott Down on
Feb 10 took a photo of a very early Cuckoo Flower - see Early Cuckoo Flower.
Tue 16th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
My monthly cemetery visits discover the grave of a brave Methodist
Minister and add one wildflower to my February list
A hard overnight frost had not been completely cleared from the ground by the
sun rising in a cloudless sky when I reached Havant Cemetery this morning but
the first thing to catch my attention was the sound of a chain saw disposing of
wood which was left on the ground after major 'crown reduction' of two mature
trees.
Tree surgery in Havant Cemetery letting in more light and enhancing the views.
The trees which had been reduced were alongside the main 'road' into the
cemetery from Eastern Road and continuing along that road we come to the
Holocaust Memorial where the annual commemoration ceremony was held on
Jan 27 and plenty of Remembrance Poppies where still left on the ground - for
anyone who does not know about the annual ceremony they can read about it at

Holocaust Memorial Day. Continuing north to the wall of the allotments the bright
sunlight caught the inscription on a grave with no headstone which I have never
before noticed in many years of monthly visits to the cemetery. The inscription
told me that this was the grave of a Methodist Minister but what attracted my
interest was that he had been awarded both a Distinguished Service Order and a
Military Cross, presumably during the First World War, as well as a CBE. If you
want to know more about him see George Standing and if you are as unaware as
I was about Primitive Methodism see Primitive Methodism
The Havant Holocaust Memorial and the grave of George Standing CBE DSO
MC.
The main wildlife feature today was birdsong from Great Tits, Dunnocks, Wrens
and Chaffinches but noticeable by their absence were the noisy Herring Gulls that
will soon be nesting on the rooves of the industrial buildings to the north of the
cemetery. There was quite a lot of colour from flowers planted by the graves
(Primroses, Daffodils, Crocuses and Snowdrops) but the nearest I could get to
wild flowers were the Blue Anemones which look as if they had been thrown away
a good many years ago in the south west corner of the St Faith's area though
they have lost the bright blue colour they had last month. One other wild visitor
that I saw was a single queen bumblebee searching in vain for pollen to keep
herself alive through the remainder of the winter.

The clump of Blue Anemoness still flowering among brambles at the foot of the
wall at some distance from the long neglected headstone in the south west corner
of the St Faith's area
On my way to St Faiths I paused at the Prince George St carpark to check on the
Common Whitlowgrass which has been much reduced in number this winter and
has been more reluctant than usual to flower. My first photo shows a couple of
plants at the edge of Prince George St just south of the carpark and the second

shows a couple of the few remaining under the fence of the private carpark on the
north side of Waterloo Rd where it has been abundant in the last few years.
A poor show of Common Whitlowgrass this winter
At St Faiths one of the first plants of White Comfrey was flowering with Crocuses
on the West St frontage near the main entrance but a walk round the churchyard
found very few flowers - a few Daffodils and Sweet Violets - but nothing of special
interest so I took a shot of the church against the sunny blue sky before heading
for Warblington Cemetery.
Little to report at St Faith's today
I cycled to Warblington along the new cyclepath running along the north edge of
the Warblington School playing fields and on the new earth bank within the school
fence I noticed a couple of plants of what I am pretty sure (by the size of the
flowers) was Common Ramping Fumitory to add to the Common Fumitory I have
already seen this month, bringing my February species count to 74. Reaching the
Cemetery there was again a shortage of wild flowers and my only worth while
photos were of the tall Grey Alder, liberally covered with fresh catkins, growing
where the public path to the shore enters the old cemetery at the southern end of
Church Lane. In the meadow south of the old cemetery a substantial flock of
Brent Geese were feeding and providing a background noise to my visit and to
the north of the Extension the cattle were 'standing like statues' in a sea of mud
while the usual host of Crows were perched in the tree tops.

An impressive Grey Alder in Warblington Cemetery
Mon 15th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A visit to the Oysterbeds to hear the Med Gulls draws a blank though 60
were reported there before I arrived!

This morning I cycled to the Oysterbeds and back (against a strong cold north
wind!) but failed to see anything of interest though back at home the HOS
sightings page reported the presence of 60 birds. On the way home via
Langstone Pond I looked for signs of the Swans starting to nest but only saw that
the adult pair were alone but not together - that could mean that the pen was
prospecting for a nest site but giving me no clue as to where that might be. Out
on the exposed mud with the tide very low there was not a bird of any sort in sight
giving the impression that all the winter shore birds had already left though I
suspect the cause was the wind, causing them to seek shelter elsewhwere. One
oddity was that the flooded field north of the pond had a large flock of Wigeon but
only half a dozen Teal.
Checking the SOS sightings for yesterday I read that Alan Kitson visited the
Medmerry site and was surprised to find that the shore around the breach that
was created to allow the sea through had been washed away by the recent
storms - he said that he "was bewildered to find the whole beach has been shifted
by the sea to reveal a low sandstone cliff and to have left groynes suspended in
mid-air!" It seems that a similar demonstration of the power of the waves can be
seen at Southsea where the shingle beach has become a sandy beach - see
Southsea Beach.
Another attempt to find Willow Tits still in Hampshire has failed - a report from
Netherton Bottom in north Hampshire (west of Highclere Castle near the A34)
says that four pairs of Marsh Tit were found but not a single Willow Tit. The
habitat of the area can be seen in a photo of the area at Netherton Bottom.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 8 - 14 (WEEK 06 OF 2016)
Sun 14th February
Butterbur flowering in Brook Meadow and a Common Dolphin in Chichester
Harbour plus blind humans using Bat echo location to get around.
My own observations today were limited to finding the first Butterbur flowering in
Brook Meadow at Emsworth and a single flower of Danish Scurvygrass open on
the west side of Petersfield Road roughly opposite the Havant Health Centre. I
also enjoyed the patch of Sweet Violets and the Three-cornered Garlic which
Brian photographed beside Warblington Road this morning. If you go to his blog
at Brian Fellows blog you will also see a report from Barry Kingsmith of a small
cetacean that Barry saw from Langstone Bridge off the Northney area and this led
me to a report of the first Common Dolphin to enter Chicheter Harbour in more
than a decade - for details see Common Dolphin in Chichester Harbour. Before I
found this website I found a website with an identification guide for each of the
cetacean species likely to be found in the English Channel - go to Cetacean
identification guides.
Also in Brian's blog is Peter Raby's report of two juveniles among the Brent on the
Warblington Farm fields where both Skylark and Reed Bunting were singing. The
juvenile Brent suggest to me that the content of the Brent flocks in our harbours is

not static and that these young birds are already slowly on the move towards their
breeding grounds.
Another thing which intrigued me today was an item in the Radio 4 Broadcasting
House programme this morning telling us that some totally blind humans have
learnt to navigate their way around their environment using the echo-location
technigue that enables bats to avoid obstacles and to catch their prey. If you want
to hear that section of the programme use the link which follows and when you
are in the programme move the 'time cursor' to 26 mins 4 secs from the start - the
link is to Broadcasting HouseSat 13th February
http://ralph-hollins.net/.%3C/P%3E%3CP%3E%3CB%3E%3CU%3E%3CFONT FACE =(Link

day’s entry)

to previous

Columbus Crab from the Sargasso Sea found at Brighton, a Sea Mouse at
Dungeness and a White-tailed Eagle near Basingstoke
Graeme Lyons, a Sussex Wildlife Trust ecologist, was near Brighton marina on
Feb 9 where a cluster of Goose Barnacles had been washed up and he noticed a
tiny crab, with a shell no more than 10 mm wide, among the Barnacles. This the
very first Columbus Crab (Planes minutus) ever to be recorded in Sussex though
some were found in Kent recently. To learn about this tiny crustacean (which had
probably drifted to Sussex from the Sargasso Sea) see Wikipedia description of
Columbus Crab and for Graeme Lyons account of the discovery see Graeme
Lyons blog entry
While on the subject of strange sea creatures the Rye Harbour website also
reports a find of Goose Barnacles at Folkestone on Feb 12, and separate finds of
several Sea Mice on the beach nearby. A good description of these marine
creatures can be found at Daily Mail account of Sea Mice on a Kent beach.
Turning to birds the HOS Going Birding site has a second hand report for today of
a White-tailed Eagle flying north over the B3046 close to the M3 south of
Basingstoke. The HOS site also has reports for today of 100 Fieldfare at Titchfield
Haven and flocks of 100 Redwing at Chawton (north of Petersfield) and another
flock of 150 in the Test Valley area north west of Romsey. These reports suggest
that these winter Thrushes are on the move in Hampshire and that the small flock
of Redwing I saw at Warblington on Feb 11 was part of the same movement. This
idea is backed up by the Portland obervatory where overnight sound recordings
of birds flying over the observatory included Redwings and prompted the
comment that this was a first sign of spring passage, implying that the birds were
flying north and had just crossed the channel - possibly my Warblington birds and
the large flocks in Hampshire today were heading in the same direction. Finally,
following on from the sightings of returning Med Gulls that I mentioned on Feb 11,
Brian Fellows yesterday mentioned that Chris Cockburn had seen the first back at
the Hayling Oysterbeds and Chris is the first to mention hearing their calls. He
also comments that they were back three days earlier than last year but
unfortunately there is no date given for Chris's sighting - my guess is that it was
on Feb 11 when Ron Tofts reported the presence of 30 birds there.
Thu 11th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)

My first Redwings, a mass of active Dung Flies and five new flowers
With a forecast of day long sunshine and light winds I walked to Warblington
Farm with the aim of seeing what flowers could still be found in the field behind
Conigar Point but before getting there I found half a dozen Redwing in the 'Ibis
field' east of the Cemetery extension but did not hear Goldcrest song from the
Yews around the church (yesterday Peter Raby had heard this song both in the
churchyard and in Nore Barn). The fields behind Conigar Point gave me one plant
of Common Fumitory with just three flowers and then many plants of Field
Madder in flower. My intention had been to take the well used exit from the field
(a few yards east of the Point) and walk round the shore to Nore Barn but by the
time I got there the spring tide had already covered the beach so I re-entered the
field and returned to the Church Path around the eastern end of the two fields
between the shore and the main path - this route gave me one plant of Field
Woundwort still in flower and then a very unexpected sight of a great mass of
Yellow Dung Flies on a patch of farmyard slurry which had been spread on the
field.
From Nore Barn I took the Selangor Ave path north to the main road which I
crossed to head home on the north side of the road. Outside the fence of the
garden of the end house on Selangor Ave I found much Spotted Medick which
was already on my February list but peeping through the vertical slats of the
garden fence was a single shoot of Lesser Periwinkle terminating with a single
fresh flower. I thought this was to be the high spot of today's finds but at the west
end of the new section of pavement, before entering the A27 underpass area, I
came on an even more unexpected find - a single bushy plant of Dove's Foot
Cranesbill with a single fresh flower.
From the internet I have seen that the return of Med Gulls to the south coast is
now well underway with a count of 400 at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) today. This
return seems to have started on Feb 6 when Mike Collins saw five over his house
in Leigh Park and remarked that they were two weeks earlier than last year Peter Gammage also reported 5 over Broadmarsh that day. Next report was from
Andy Johnson who saw 80 in the Hampshire section of Chichester Harbour near
Black Point on Feb 9. Today, as well as the big flock at Ferrybridge there were 30
at the Hayling Oysterbeds.
Yesterday I mentioned seeing three probable Rock Pipits and a possible Water
Pipit along the South Moors shore and I have some confirmation of the Rock
Pipits in a report of five seen there yesterday though I was at first confused as
this and a list of other sightings were reported at being at Broadmarsh though
luckily a map reference was given which showed that they were actually on the
South Moors. I see that the same observer has been back to the South Moors
today and has again named the site as Broadmarsh.
Another bird which seems to be currently arriving on the south coast is Merlin. I
picked this up from a report of one flying in off the sea at Hill Head today following
two reports on Feb 9 - one at Selsey Bill and another at Whale Chine (near St
Catherine's Point) on the Isle of Wight.
Finally there is plenty of evidence that Mute Swans are close to nesting - one
source is the daily drama at Emsworth being reported on Brian Fellows blog (see
Emsworth Blog and note the entry for Feb 8 in which a Swan trapped in a small
'prison cell' with a metal grille roof was seen to be being fed though the grille by a
local resident concerned that the trapped bird would starve if the new arrival on

the Millpond (determined to have no competition for his bid to nest there) kept the
trappped bird permanently in prison! Today's edition of the Portsmouth NEWS
carries a story of a dog killing a Swan at the Milton Lakes in Portsmouth - see
Dog killls Swan - which I suspect was the result of the Swan refusing to back off
when the dog re-acted to the Swan trying to defend its breeding territory. A
happier outcome was seen yesterday at Langstone Pond where the resident pair
had driven off their last remaining cygnets and were happily displaying their
mutual affection.
Wed 10th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Six new flowers including Ground Ivy, my first Goldeneye and a possible
Water Pipit
This morning I put on my walking boots to follow the very muddy path beside the
Langbrook Stream down to the South Moors in the expectation of finding the
Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus) flowering beside the stream where it was
planted (along with the only colony of female Butterbur - P. hybridus in
Hampshire) when IBM acquired the land in the mid 1960s. As expected the Giant
Butterbur was flowering (nothing Giant about its size and its cauliflower like white
flowers looking as blackened as usual though this year I don't think frost has been
responsible for that) and among them was a single newly emerged spike of the
female Butterbur which was not yet flowering but could be identified by the whitespotted pinkish coloured incipient flower (this species was not added to my
flowering list but reminds me to visit Brook Meadow where I first noticed male
Butterbur pushing up on Feb 1 last year and found some in flower on Feb 15).
I then headed for the South Moors 'Orchid Field' over which a Short-eared Owl
was hunting until I approached. Here I was hoping to find Marsh Marigolds in
flower but had no success there (just young leaves on two plants in the area
where I can recall counting 600 plants in the time before Penner Road and its
many industrial units existed!) but I did put up seven Snipe (my first for the year).
Also airborne overhead was a crowd of noisy Herring Gulls which gave me the
impression that they were prospecting for nest sites on the rooves of the Penner
Road buildings.
En route to Budds Farm I am pretty sure that I found my first flowering Blackthorn
with thick clusters of flowers smaller than those of Cherry Plum and with no hint of
green to the newest flowering shoots but I was slightly dubious about the absence
of any thorns. On the Budds Farm pools the only unexpected sight was of a pair
of Shelduck that might be thinking of nesting here.
Heading home along the South Moors shore a very high tide had covered the
shingle beach where I hope to see Rock Pipits but I did see three small birds
flying over the moors and perching on the southern fence line, uttering calls which
suggested they were Rock Pipits. Further east another Pipit flew along the fence
line which was clearly not a Rock Pipit - it landed briefly on the fence but took off
again before I could get my bins on it. The one thing I did notice as it took off was
that it had very prominent and very white outer tail feathers making it a possible
candidate for a Water Pipit. Out in the harbour I was pleased to see four
Goldeneye, one of them being a smart male, and at the mouth of the Langbrook a
small flock of Wigeon were the only other birds on the water.
When I reached the bridge to Mill Lane I found it was under the best part of a foot
of water but luckily I managed to get across without much water getting into my

boots and after passing the entrance to the West Mill I was rewarded with a
delightful and unexpected sight - about a dozen Ground Ivy flowers. One other
new flower today which I have not mentioned came right at the beginning of this
outing by the Langstone roundabout were I spotted two flowers of Scarlet
Pimpernel. One more flower was added as I headed home up the Billy Trail past
the Wade Court grounds - the pond in the Chinese Water Gardens had a single
flower on the Yellow Iris plants around the island in the centre of the pond
bringing my February flower count to 66.
Mon 8th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
More wildflowers in the Havant area despite the wind
This morning I walked (with some difficulty due to the very strong wind) to the
west end of Solent Road in Havant, passing the building site which will soon
house both M&S and Next stores. Around the edge of this site there is still some
bare earth and this today added flowering Storks Bill, Charlock and Sun Spurge
to my February list. Looking at John Goodspeed's website I see that he has had
reports of several plants in the Waterlooville area which I would like to add to my
list but cannot do so as I am uncertain which species are meant by the names
used in the report. The first of these is reported as Scurvygrass and by the early
date and location I suspect it to be the Danish Scurvygrass which I have been
looking for in vain along the main roads through Havant but there are two other
species which might occur - Common Scurvygrass and English Scurvygrass.
Another species is reported as Herb Bennet which I know as Wood Avens and
which I have seen during January. Then comes Common Dog Violet which by the
date I suspect to be Early Dog Violet (aka Wood Dog Violet) easily distinguished
from the later flowering Common Dog Violet by the colour and shape of the spur
at the back of the flower. There is no likely name confusion over Germander
Speedwell but the last of these Waterlooville flowers is said to be Pink Oxalis and
that could be one of five species though it is unlikely to be three of them, leaving
Oxalis articulata and the larger flowered O. debilis as contenders. What fun we
have with names! I must point out that the game I play in listing the number of
species seen each month is not a strictly scientific exercise (I do not include
grasses and I do include some 'garden' species providing that they seem able to
survive as escapes) and its aim is to keep my ageing brain active and to give me
an objective for taking exercise!

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 1 - 7 (WEEK 05 OF 2016)
Sun 7th February
Four new flowers today including Smooth Hawksbeard
This morning I cycled west via Bedhampton Mill to the west end of Harts Farm
Way where the traffic fumes had encouraged the flowering of Ox-eye Daisies and
Scentless Mayweed plus a single clump of a tall yellow flowered Daisy species
which I at first did not recognize but which turned out to be Smooth Hawksbeard
after taking home a main stem leaf (very scalloped along its length) and a set of

the small flowerheads) - I note that my Fitter and Fitter has a note saying that this
species is the latest of the Hawksbeards and can last into winter! Finally I went to
the south end of Southmoor Lane to check the single early flowering Goat Willow
which overhangs the kissing gate into the path leading to the South Moors and
found the 'Pussy Paw' catkins which were new on Jan 1 were now at the end of
their useful life as a pollen source and difficult to see among the well developed
leaves.
My scan of the internet this evening showed me that Mike Collins, who lives in the
north of Leigh Park, had been excited to report his first inland Med Gull yesterday
flying over the Prospect Lane area. Although he does not mention hearing the
bird I suspect it was the gull's distinctive call which drew his attention to it - this
call is one of the significant signs of spring and excites birders in much the same
was as seeing the first Swallow or hearing the first Cuckoo and if you need a
reminder of that cat-like mewing go to Med Gull sound recordings and click the
very first recording in the list below the distribution map. I see that last spring
Peter Gammage was the first to report the return of 20 of these gulls to the
Hayling Oyster Beds on Feb 15 and this year he also noticed 5 of them at
Broadmarsh on he same day as Mike Collins (Feb 6).
Another significant Hampshire sighting today was of the first Willow Tits to be
reported in Hampshire this year - what's more there were two birds, maybe a pair,
though they were loosely associated with a mobile Tit flock so may not be on
territory. They were seen in Warren Bottom Copse to the north west of
Basingstoke (the Map ref given is SU 556 542). Nearer home I see that John
Shillitoe has seen at least 12 Crossbills in the West Walk woods near Wickham
on both Feb 2 and Feb 7 suggesting that they may be breeding there - he gives
the location as the car park at SU 596 122 off the Hundred Acres Road.
Sat 6th February
Only three new flowers seen by me as 2,000 Great Crested Grebes appear
off Dungeness where a Diving Beetle is caught in a Moth Trap
This morning I cycled along the Southleigh Road to its junction with East Leigh
Road in search of wild Lesser Periwinkle but found none though I did discover
that I had made a mistake in January when I had a close look at a few Buttercups
in the grass on the south side of the road and saw that their sepals were firmly
down turned. In January I had put these down as out of season Meadow
Buttercups but I now see that they must be Bulbous Buttercups which are the
earliest common Buttercups to flower. While at this road junction I noticed much
more traffic that usual using East Leigh road and later discovered that the
Horndean Road is currently closed north of Southleigh Road.
Two other firsts for February were found on my way home at the Selangor
Avenue/Havant Road junction. One was Spotted Medick, the other Shepherd's
Purse, and back in my own garden I found one flower on a clump of 'self sown'
Early Dog Violets to bring my February total to just 53 species.
From the internet this evening I noted a couple of interesting observations from
Dungeness and Rye Harbour. In previous winters there have been regular reports
of large flocks of Great Crested Grebes in the Rye Bay area but this winter I have
had to wait until now for the first such report which is of 2330 Grebes off

Dungeness on Feb 4 following an initial report of 840 there on Feb 3. In January
the only two reports from that area were of 141 off Sandwich on Jan 1 and 270 off
Dungeness on Jan 13 and I am wondering if there is any connection with the
reports of an early spring plankton bloom which I mentioned yesterday but the
only comment I can find is that a raft of 64 Grebes off Fairlight in the Rye Bay
area on Jan 25 was said to be 'attracted by fish'.
A very different report from Dungeness on Feb 5 was the result of their first
attempt at Moth trapping for this year. The trap produced an uncommon insect
called a Thick-horned Diving Beetle (Dytiscus diidiatus) which you can see in the
entry for Feb 5 at Dungeness Bird Observatory. More expected insect news at
this time came from the Sussex Downs and Portsdown on Feb 3 and 4
respectively with sightings of Brimstone Butterflies following just two earlier
reports from Portsdown on Jan 20 and Dorset on Jan 17.
Fri 5th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
The first Ivy Leaved Speedwell of the spring and a new site for Black
Spleenwort Fern
Despite a dull morning with a slight drizzle at times I took a walk which I felt pretty
sure would add Yellow-flowered Strawberry to my February list of flowering
plants. In fact I did better than expected, adding 8 new species to bring my month
total to 50. Best of all was the first flower buds of the year on the very common
but easily overlooked Ivy-leaved Speedwell found under a roadside hedge
opposite the entrance to the Multi-Storey carpark in the town centre area. These
tiny plants grow in their thousands forming a mat no more than two centimetres
high over areas of bare soil and you have to be a flower freak to spend your time
looking for their tiny flowers but if you pull up one of the plants for a close look
you too may be surprised to see how hairy they are and after looking at several
plants you will find that they come in two varieties - one with sky-blue flowers (as
found today) and another with lilac flowers (subspecies Veronica hederifolia
lucorum). Hopefully this will encourage you to keep your eyes open for the eight
other common speedwell species in wasteland and on walls within our built up
areas - so far this year I have only seen three species (Common Field, Thyme
Leaved and now Ivy leaved) but I should also see Slender, Grey and Green Field,
and Wall before April is out though I may have to wait until May before finding
Heath Speedwell beside to cycleway at Broadmarsh.
My most colourful find today was Green Alkanet beside the Langbrook Stream
Water Wheel and near the Langstone roundabout I also found Lesser Hawkbit
and Sticky Mouse Ear. Also seen today were single plants of Smooth Sowthistle,
Hogweed and Cherry Laurel. Not flowering, but of interest to me as only the
second site I have found for it in the Havant area, were some healthy plants of
Black Spleenwort fern growing in a stone wall around a garden at the junction of
Woodberry Avenue and Rectory Road (to find it go south from the Langstone
roundabout and take the first left into Woodberry Avenue then the next left into
Rectory Road)
The internet today has news of another large wreck of Barrel Jellyfish at Rye
Harbour following a similar incident at Dungeness on Jan 13 - until these reports I
had only associated the presence of jellyfsh in the English Channel with summer
months but while most reports are in summer months (when more people had for
the beaches) it seems that these coastal wrecks are usually the result of 'plankton

blooms' and I have seen several references to a 'spring plankton bloom' which
can occur as early as January in the English Channel.
In the last few days I have seen two or three reports of Frogspawn apppearing in
local garden ponds and today Brian Fellows reports Frogs mating in a Cowplain
garden. Brian also has news of another Water Vole sighting in Havant today - it
was in the Langbrook stream east of Tesco.
Thu 4th February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First Coltsfoot on Hayling and my first sight of the Wade Court Mistle
Thrush pair
Continuing good weather this afternoon saw me on my bike heading for the
Hayling Oyster Beds where the first Coltsfoot flowers were out around the
currently fenced off entrance to the car park behind the Esso garage - well over a
dozen bright fresh flowers were on show.
Continuing along Daw Lane towards Northney I watched a Fox (maybe a Vixen
with cubs to feed in her earth) walking along the road ahead of me. Nearing the
main road the Fox vanished at the point where I ticked the 'var Oxyloba' Greater
Periwinkle in the roadside bank. Across the main road Copse Lane gave me
Butchers Broom in flower and the East Hayling shore fields south of Northney
gave me a flock of well over 1000 Brent - another 250 were in the Bridge Farm
fields south of the bridge and while crossing that I watched another big flock
coming off the Warblington fields.
Half way across the bridge the slipway used by Langstone Sailing Club to launch
into Chichester Harbour gave me my first Alexanders flowers for the month and in
the water below them a lone Cygnet was feeding - presumably one from
Langstone Pond where the parents still had three cygnets with them. Just north of
Wade Court I overtook Tony and Helen Gutteridge who told me they had just
seen both the Water Rail and the Kingfisher at the Pond and Mill respectively.
While we were talking the pair of local Mistle Thrushes flew over to perch in the
top of a tall tree in the Wade Court grounds, typically showing their onership of
the area by ousting a Pigeon from its perch in that tree - I see from Brian Fellows
blog that one Mistle Thrush was singing today and Brians blog for today also has
a photo of the pond Water Rail taken by Malcolm Phillips today To see Brian's
blog the link is Friends of Emsworth Wildlife.
Wed 3rd February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
First report of Swallows from Sussex as first Heron chicks hatch at
Langstone
Yesterday Peter Raby heard the calls of the first Heron chicks of the year coming
from one of the four active nests at Langstone Mill Pond making the Herons
contenders for the first bird species to have bred in Britain this year. Several
garden species such as Great and Blue Tit in nest boxes may already be
hatching their young, though they aim to time their nesting to co-incide with the
spring emergence of caterpillars after the deciuous trees have put out new
leaves, and we recently discussed the probability that some Blackbirds may have
young already out of the nest. Out in coniferous woodland the Crossbill is
traditionally an early nester and may hatch its first young before the end of
January - one website I have just looked at says that their breeding is dependent
on the pine cone crop and that in a good year they may start breeding in August

and continue through the winter and early spring. Herons similarly do not have a
fixed breeding season and are driven by the availability of their food - I have
heard it suggested that in some large Heronries they form a queue to ensure that
a sudden increase in young mouths to feed does not exceed the availability of
local fish! I note that Peter Raby first noticed the Langstone Herons starting to
refurbish their nests on Dec 16 leaving plenty of time for the 25 day incubation
during January.
If you go to Langstone pond you may not see or hear the Heron chicks but you
have a good chance of seeing a usually elusive Water Rail. Last spring one was
showing well there for some time and this year one re-apppeared on Jan 25 with
a further sighting on Feb 2. I suspect that this bird has not been there through the
winter but has been encouraged by the mild weather to leave its winter quarters
and head for the place where it hopes to breed (not neccessarily in the UK) but is
in no hurry to get there. Also currently on show at Langstone is a Kingfisher
enjoying the low tides to fish in the water by the Mill building, often perching on
the building to dive into the sea.
News of another spring first - Frogspawn - comes (via John Goodspeed) from
both Waterloovile and Cosham but the big news which broke on Feb 1 via the
Sussex birding website is that the first three Swallows were seen in the Pevensey
area on Jan 31 - I cannot be certain that this is genuine as the report seems to
have been second hand and did not come from a 'birder'. There is no good
reason to doubt it - after all one Swallow remained resident around the Newick
sewage farm in Sussex thoughout one recent winter. Another possible sign that
summer migrants may be starting to arrive is an apparent increase in the number
of Chiff Chaffs being reported - one visitor to the Pulborough area today noted at
least 10 working their way along a roadside hedgerow in the Rackham Woods.
Tue 2nd February
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Brief outings in February
While a couple of rooms in my house are being replastered I have not had as
much time as I would like to get out and enjoy the relatively sunny weather but a
walk around Havant yesterday and another down to Langstone today have shown
me that at least 38 wild flowers are in flower for the new month. Today I was
particularly pleased to find several flowers on a Hawthorn tree beside the Billy
Line opposite the east end of Grove Road. Further down the track Dog's Mercury
was flowering on the east bank of the Lymbourne Stream a yard or so from the
bridge over the stream and by turning off the track opposite the bridge I found
Chickweed flowering in soil at the base of a tree planted alongside Southbrook
Road. Later, crossing the muddy field which takes you to the Royal Oak, I found
four plants of Bulbous Buttercup flowering well in long grass, and at the Mill I
enjoyed a Kingfisher fishing from the southern side of the building. Passing the
Wade Court area on my way home I looked up from ticking the Winter Heliotrope
flowers to see that the white flowered Clematis armandii creeper which has
escaped from its garden to flower from the top of a small tree overhanging the
Heliotrope had opened its first flowers of the year.
Yesterday's outing found the ususal suspects in the Havant Cemetery, including
the lovely Blue Anemones, but the most interesting bit was walking down Park
Road South outside Bosmere School where the warmth and emissions of traffic
queueing at the Roundabout creates a micro-climate that has brought several

Cow Parsley plants into flower a good two months before they will appear
elsewhere (a single Red Clover flowerhead was enjoying the same warmth).
Traffic on this road was also demonstrating another interaction between humans
and the climate - in a 'normal winter' council gritting lorries would by now have
been out spreading salt on the road and this would have turned the roadside into
a salty seaside environment that brings thousands of Danish Scurvy Grass plants
into flower but this year there is no sign of them.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 25 - 31 (WEEK 04 OF 2016)
Sun 31st January
Hints of spring
I have not heard of any Water Rail sightings at Langstone Pond since last spring
when one could be seen regularly up to at least Mar 16 so I was excited to hear
that John Goodspeed had seen one there one there on Jan 25. I suspect that this
means that these birds (at least those which came here to survive the winter plenty of others are permanently resident here) are on the move from their winter
quarters back towards their breeding sites. Other signs of spring which I have
noticed during the past week have included an increased frequency of
Sparrowhawk sightings as they feed up before their breeding season; another
sign was the first mention of a pair of Ringed Plover displaying on Pagham Spit;
also in the Pagham area Herons were refurbishing their nests in the Owl Copse
wood and at Powderham Castle in Devon while a pair of Ring-necked Parakeets
were prospecting for a nest site in trees on the North Kent coast and Fulmars
were checking nest sites on Isle of Wight cliffs (19 more were on the cliffs of Berry
Head in Devon among 800 Guillemots - this does not imply they are just about to
settle down on nests as colonial cliff nesting species regularly come to check out
their breeding colonies before vanishing out to sea to feed up before coming back
to breed. A sign that Red-throated Divers are moving north comes in counts of
4,100 off the Essex coast on Jan 30, increasing to 4945 there on Jan 31. Another
species returning to breeding sites is Med Gull - there have been no substantial
counts of these anywhere along the south coast this winter until Jan 28 when 850
were seen coming to roost in the Weymouth area (also on that day the
Dungeness Observatory thought that a group of just 7 were worthy of notice while
on Jan 29 a group of 12 were displaying over the West Lane fields on Hayling
Island).
There has also been an increase in the reporting of bird song in the past week
with a report on Jan 28 from the Stover Country Park (on the south east edge of
Dartmooor, inland from Newton Abbot) of Mistle Thrush, Marsh Tit, Blackbird and
Song Thrush all heard. Plenty other species have been singing for some time but
I think I have noticed a change from the laid back winter song of Robins to a more
aggressive spring song in the last few days. Not necessarily a sign that their
hibernation is over was a daytime sighting of a Pipistrelle type bat at Amberley
(south of Pulborough Brooks) on Jan 25.
My interest in early sightings of wild flowers is well known and I am grateful to
Brian Fellows for making me aware of a BSBI blog which has recently been
reporting early sightings from across the UK (if anyone else is interested the link

to the blog is to http://bsbipublicity.blogspot.co.uk/2016/ which I have now added
to my bookmarks. One species that normally flowers in high summer is Ivy
Broomrape which I had already heard was currently flowering in Surrey and this
BSBI blog has reports and photos of it flowering in six different locations. This
species is of particular interest to me as I have in the past found it flowering on
Portsdown Hill above Portchester and am wondering if it is to be seen there now as I no longer have a car I would be glad to hear from any one who knows or to
give detailed directions to the site to anyone wishing to look for it (contact me at
hollinsralph at gmail.com).
Fri 29th January

Changes in the local bird population
Peter Raby, after moving from Gosport to Bedhampton, has been recording the
bird life of his new 'patch' (the Chichester Harbour shore from Emsworth to
Langstone) for the past three years and has recorded his observations in a PDF
now available online at The Birds of Warblington and Emsworth. He intends to
continue recording the bird life of the area in the coming years and would
welcome reports from other birders to fill out his own observations.
I have been living in Havant since 1967 and Peter's work has caused me to
reflect on some of the changes I have noticed over the years. Perhaps the most
noticeable change has been the colonisation of the British Isles by Little Egrets
which started their invasion in Chichester Habour with their first major night roost
being at the west end of the Thorney Deeps holding well over 100 birds in the
early years of the 1990s. Equally impressive has been the disappearance of the
mid-summer Mute Swan flocks with a similar number of birds (up to 200) to be
seen in Emsworth Harbour and the Budds Farm area of Langstone Harbour - the
principal reason for the subsequent decline in Swan numbers was thought to be
Lead poisoning due to the Swans ingesting lead fishing weights but the banning
of Lead for use as weights did little to restore the number of birds.
During the period from the mid 1980s to the end of the century when I helped to
monitor the birds breeding on Warblington Farm Tree Sparrow, Turtle Dove, Grey
Partridge, Oystercatcher, Yellowhammer and Rook ceased to breed on the farm.
During this century House Martin, Mistle Thrush and Tawny Owl have been struck
off my garden list but Buzzard, Raven and Red Kite have become frequently
reported in the skies over the Havant area.
Rather more unexpected species that I have come across in the wider area
around Havant include a couple of Ring Necked Parakeets that were seen daily
on our garden bird table during the 1974 winter; a dead Corncrake which killed
itself by flying into overhead wires above a farm field close to St Mary's Church on
Hayling Island and which I was asked to collect from the farmer who found it (it
was passed on to the Hampshire Museum service who had it stuffed and it is, I
think, still in their collection); and a migrant Stone Curlew which landed in a pile of
rusting car exhausts on the dump which used to be sited adjacent to Port Solent although I never saw it I subsequently heard of another live Stone Curlew
wintering in a Hayling Island farm field south of Northney and between Northwood
and Upper Tye Farms.
I hope these scraps dredged from my memory will encourage younger birders to
follow Peter Raby's example and adopt a 'patch' of their own, to visit it regularly
and to make permanent records of what they see - what today seems a common

species may suddenly vanish and exciting birds may turn up anywhere at any
time but won't be seen by you, or made known to others, if you are not monitoring
your patch.
Wed 27th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
A Peacock butterfly emerges from hibernation in a Rabbit burrow and
Cranes benefit from modern farming and the weather.
Six species of butterfly have been seen on the wing during this month. The most
frequently reported being Red Admiral with six reports spread through the month.
Somewhat surprisingly the next most frequent was Painted Lady with four
appearances during the first half of the month following a rare winter influx of
these migrants over the Christmas period (similar winter influxes occurred in 2013
and 1987). Next in this league table is Peacock with three reports, the last of
which was seen at Beddingham on the East Susssex Downs by the A27 east of
Lewes in a field full of Rabbit burrows suggesting that the butterfly had been
hibernating within one of those burrows. Three more species had one report each
- they were Brimstone (on Portsdown), Small Tortoiseshell and Comma (the latter
two in Sussex).
A bird species that I did not expect to see reported in January was 65 Cranes at a
German site on Jan 8, followed by a report of 230 Cranes in the Netherlands on
Jan 23. My first thought was that these birds were already on their return
migration from wintering in Spain back to breeding sites in northern Europe but a
little research showed that their numbers have been increasing and their
migration habits have been changing over the past thirty years with the result that
many of them do not complete their traditional autumn journey from Siberia to
Spain but stop off in places like Germany and the Netherlands. This change has
been nurtured by human interest in these dramatic birds which has resulted in
them becoming the source of profitable tourist industry. For an account of this
change see Continental Cranes In the UK a similar but much smaller increase in
numbers started in 1979 when three Cranes wintered in the Norfolk Broads and
the number of 'voluntary migrants' settling here has since increased to at least 75
birds, not including those brought here or hatched here as a result of the work of
the Great Crane Project which is attempting to increase our Crane population by
human organised breeding of the birds. A detailed set of statistics showing the
year on year progress of the voluntary migrants can be seen at Progress of the
'voluntary migrants' to the UK. For a 'popular press' view of this subject, including
the fact that in the year 1215 King Henry the third and guests, with no access to
Turkeys for Christmas dinner, consumed 115 Cranes for their Christmas feast see The Crane story as told to Daily Mail readers .
Mon 25th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Apologies for a week without updates.
My excuse for not updating this website durng the past week is that I have been
pre-occupied with preparations for some essential repairs to the plasterwork of
the ceilings of several rooms of my home - this has involved the complete
clearance of all furniture from the affected rooms and before the furniture could
be moved the contents of chests of drawers, wardrobes and dressing tables
(which have mostly lain undisturbed for up to fifty years!) have had to be sorted

into piles for junk, charity shop, and to be kept. Today the plaster arrived and I am
glad to say that the clearance had been completed.
A week ago I was asked to comment on a query from someone living in a suburb
of The Hague who had seen in his garden what seemed to be a pair of Blackbirds
with three already fledged juveniles in attendance. My answer was that I did not
think it unlikely that the odd pair of Blackbirds could have nested successfully in
the mild weather we have had this winter prior to the recent cold snap - in fact I
have been surprised not to have heard any other reports of their breeding. In my
own garden in early January I have watched two pairs of Blackbirds marking out
territories by 'parallel walking' along the edges of my lawn - since then I have
noticed that the females have disappeared from view while the males have been
clearly visible playing the role of 'expectant fathers' tied to their territories but with
nothing to do during the two week incubation period and the preparatory week or
so required for nest building and laying of 3 to 5 eggs (the male does generally
help with nest building). So far I have seen no sign of either parent collecting food
for young in the nest but the recent increase in bird song, the nesting activities of
Herons at Langstone pond, and the recent publicity given to the hatching of eight
Mallard ducklings at Emsworth Town Millpond (see my entry for Jan 14) all make
nesting of common garden birds in sheltered urban situations very likely.
Among the birds singing in January several had already started in December
(Song Thrush, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Dunnock, Great Tit and Wood Lark)
and common birds heard in January have been (in sequence of first report date)
Chiff Chaff (6th), Goldcrest (15th), Great Spotted Woodpecker (drumming since
16th), Firecrest (16th), Skylark (19th), Mistle Thrush (22nd), Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker and Dartford Warbler (both on 24th). This is a very incomplete list,
mainly because many birders who report their sightings do not report their
hearing of song (or do ambiguously by saying 'heard').
Hopefully I will now be able to resume more frequent updates - one of the
subjects that has been in the news recently has been the death of at least a
dozen Sperm Whales in the North Sea - if you want to read more about that go to
North Sea whale deaths.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 18 - 24 (WEEK 03 OF 2016)
Tue 19th January
Cemetery visits give me my first Chaffinch song and other surprises.
Despite a hard frost bright sunshine confirmed that this was a good day for my
monthly cemetery visits though the frost made me wonder if there would be
anything of interest to be found. First visit was to the Havant New Lane cemetery
and the first thing I noticed looking over the Eastern Road wall was the naked
lady shown below freezing in a corner where she did not even have a grave to
ornament. Entering the main gate I realised that there had been an influx of small
birds seeking food and shelter away from the open fields and woods - Song
Thrushes, Blackbirds, Robins, Great Tits, Greenfinches and Chaffinches could all
be seen searching for food and too occupied with hunger to have time for song.

Other than occasional blossom on Cherry Plum trees and the Daffodils and
Primroses that have been flowering since last month there few fresh wild flowers
but I did find one new patch of Snowdrops shown in my second photo.
Luckily this naked lady cannot feel the frost which these Snowdrops are making a
valiant effort to defy.
After disturbing the Chaffinches from their search of the leaf litter I began to hear
them practicing their spring song which I normally do not hear until nearer the end
of January and in the St Faith's area I found an even greater surprise in the form
of very early, though frost bitten, flowers on the clump of Blue Anemones
(Anemone apennina) - last year I did not see these flowers until Feb 26. Near by I
also found a lone toadstool which I have not identified but think it may be a
Tricholoma species by its white gills. Another 'first flower' found here today was
the soon to be much commoner Grape Hyacinth
Early Blue Anemone flowers and a late toadstool.
On my way home I did visit St Faith's Churchyard where all I found was a single
Sweet Violet hidden among its leaves and a few flowers of Red Dead Nettle and
Sow Thistle which I did not photograph.
After some lunch I cycled to Warblington Cemetery where the treetops around the
Extension were, as usual, full of Crows keeping a watchful eye out for any
potential food and Moles were also being driven by hunger to dig new tunnels in
search of earthworms.
Crows in the tree tops and hungry Moles underground.
Along the north hedge of the Extension fresh leaves were sprouting on many
Elder bushes, one of which was already opening its flower buds. Also in this
hedge I enjoyed the sight of Common Alder catkins, as yet still in tight bud,
silhouetted against the cloudless blue sky.
Very early flower buds on Elder and eye-catching Common Alder catkins seen
against the blue sky.
In the main cemetery trees were being pruned and I noticed the memorial to a
lady who may be the oldest to rest there - born in 1904 and died in 2008. The
only wildlife which caught my eye were the long green catkins of a Grey Alder and
to make up for the absence of other interest I photographed the magnificent
display of colourful flowers placed on the Cremation memorials.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 11 - 17 (WEEK 02 OF 2016)
Sun 17th January

Only reports of Pallas' Warbler this year are from Langstone and Liverpool
In response to the probable sighting of a Pallas' Warbler in Langstone on Jan 14 I
have checked the RBA (Rare Bird Alert) website and find that it confirms the
news given by the BirdGuides website - there is only one Pallas' Warbler being
reported by twitchers in the UK so far this year and that is at Heswall in the Wirral
close to Liverpool where it has been seen from Jan 2 to 13 - that by no means
rules out the presence of others but so far the official score is Liverpool 8 and
Langstone 1. Peter Raby tried to restore the balance with an hour long search of
the Langstone area on Jan 15 without success though he did hear Goldcrest
song in the area - next day (Jan 16) he heard Firecrest song in the carpark area
adjacent to Brook Meadow in Emsworth and the HOS sightings has another
report of Firecrest song from Four Marks on Jan 17. The latter bird was singing
from within a Holly Tree which is a favourite habitat for the species and reminds
me of meeting Jason Crook in Mill Lane at Langstone several years ago when
Jason told me he was hearing Firecrest song (which my ears could not hear)
coming from a Holly tree.
My own birding has again been via the Internet where the Scilly Birding site has
just been been updated with January reports which include some interesting
sightings of overwintering summer visitors including a Whinchat on Jan 1, a
Willow Warbler on Jan 3, and a Common Whitethroat on Jan 4. On the mainland
Truro in Cornwall has a Turtle Dove coming to a garden. Also on Jan 1 a Swallow
was seen at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight but I guess that did not stay with us.
Another bird which caught my attention with an apparent increase in local
sightings was Raven stating with a report for Jan 14 of 19 in the air together over
The Burgh (on the downs south of Amberley where the River Arun cuts though on
its way south). This was followed on Jan 15 by a local sighting of one over the
A27 at Warblington heading east over Emsworth, and on that day four were seen
over Brading Marsh on the Isle of Wight. Another piece of miscellaneous info
came from an article announcing the first ever Penduline Tit to be recorded in the
UK - seen on 22 Oct 1966 at Spurn Head in Yorkshire. Currently two small
groups of this species are present at Titchfield Haven and Dungeness but in most
parts of the UK they are still absent or 'very rare' - it is interesting to read of the
excitement caused by the first sighting of one in Gloucestershire in March of 2015
and to compare it with the absence of press attention to the bird currently back in
that county - see First Penduline Tit for Gloucestershire
Thu 14th January
Portsmouth News today leads with Duckling Drama at Emsworth Millpond
and Langstone has a possible Pallas' Warbler
My local paper (Portsmouth News) today gave over page 3 to photos of a brood
of eight Mallard ducklings and the 'heart-rending' story of how they had been
taken into care when their mother and three of their siblings had been killed by a
car alongside Emsworth Mill Pond (no date given but I assume they were hatched
within the past week). The paper summarised the story in the following words ..
"The little family were living happily near the Mill Pond, in Emsworth, when
tragedy struck. Their mother and three of their siblings were run over by a car.
The remaining eight were rescued by a wildlife-lover and taken to a veterinary

surgery in Horsham, who contacted Tarnya Knight, a local wildlife carer who
works for the Born Free Foundation. Tarnya will now look after the mini-mallards
until the spring." The photos illustrating this story are copied below.
Portsmouth News photos of Emsworth orphan ducklings.
A more exciting story for local birders comes from John Chapman who was
looking out of his house window, overlooking the Hayling Billy trail immediately
south of the path from Langstone High Street to Mill Lane, when he saw a bird
fitting the description of a Pallas' Warbler (and definitely not a Firecrest) crossing
his garden. Dashing out he failed to refind it but it could still be in the area. This
would be the very first I have heard of in the UK this year but I see one has been
reported in Cheshire between Jan 7 and 13 - see Pallas Warbler id and
sightings..
On Jan 10 I reported a sighting on Jan 6 of a Painted Lady butterfly in Neil
Hulme's Worthing garden and Neil's comment that a rare influx of these butterflies
had occured over the Christmas period. Further eveidence for this comes from
another sighting of a Painted Lady at Polegate, just north of Eastbourne, on Jan
13. Another wildlife report more expected in summer rather than winter came
from Dungeness on Jan 13 - the high tide there deposited a number of large
Barrel Jellyfish on the beach.
I recently reported large numbers of Black-tailed Godwits had been attracted
away from the coast to newly flooded inland areas making me wonder how news
of distant flooding gets to the coastal birds. Today we have more evidence of the
speed which they react to new feeding opportunities in a report that 300 Blackwits
were back on the Ferry Pool at Sidlesham in response to the recent collapse of
the wall which normally retains a high water level in the Ferry Pool - the collapse
has lowered the water level in the pool, enabling the Godwits to probe the bottom
of the pond which was previously inaccessible to them and today 300 were back
there (400 were present on Jan 12).
Wed 13th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Two new flowers for my year list plus an unexpected Slow-Worm
A forecast of unbroken sunhine and light wind for this morning pointed me
towards a cycle ride up Portsdown Hill in search of Alexanders in flower - the side
of the London Road coming up from Cosham is the place where I expect to see
this in flower at this time of year at the entrance to the Cliffdale Gardens caravan
site. I found several plants in flower immediately south of the entrance to this site
to give me a tick for my personal year list though I had already recorded a report
of it in flower in Eastbourne on Jan 6.
This was my second year tick of the day as on my way up the hill from
Bedhampton I had already seen flowers of Lesser Periwinkle at a site which I
discovered last winter (November-December 2014) under trees bordering the
Portsdown Hill Road where it passes Hoylake Road. Slightly further uphill, by the
entrance to a footpath leading across the Golf Course, I saw more Alexanders in
flower (but only on the way home after the find mentioned above). Other plants
noted today were a lot of Meadow Buttercup flowers, particularly on the west side
of the London Road, and plenty of growth (not yet in flower) of Ivy-leaved
Speedwell whose inconspicuous flowers are not easy to spot without a close look.

Other observations on this trip were of a Buzzard over the Fort Pubrook area,
Feral Pigeons making display flights over houses on the lower slopes of the hill,
and many Rooks perched on the trees behind the Cliffdale Garden site (but with
no nests in sight) and several Rook nests (but no Rooks) at the Christchurch site
seen looking north from the bridge over the London Road.
Two non-bird observations started with the sad sight of a dead, though apparently
uninjured, Fox Cub on the Hill roadside just north of the Belmont Towers rest
home as I left Bedhampton, and a second sight of an adult Slow Worm on grass
beside the London Road - at first I thought this too was dead but on picking it up I
found it was intact and able to wriggle so I assumed it was taking advantage of
the sunlight to warm itself out of hibernation but had not yet re-charged its
batteries!
My evening scan of the iternet found that the first Little Bunting which I have seen
reported this year had been spotted this morning at the RSPB Darts Farm reserve
near Exeter. For a list of recent sightings of this scarce bird see Little Bunting
sightings. Another good record was of the first Sussex New Year Birdrace team to
hit the 100 species in a day - they covered the West Sussex area from the coast
inland to Pulborough Brooks on Jan 11. For a full acount of their day scroll down
to the fifth entry at 100 species seen in West Sussex.
Tue 12th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Ladybirds and Fungi think it's Spring already
Yesterday I said that I hoped to identify the fungi found in a Warblington farm field
when I knew the colour of its spore print and this morning I found the colour of the
spores which had been deposited overnight to be a rich brown. This, with the
measurements and other observations made yesterday, quickly led me to
Agrocybe praecox, the Spring Fieldcap, as being the likely identity of the fungi
though a search for information on that species name revealed that modern
mycologists regard that name as being a 'catch all' name for a group of similar
species and Wikipedia has a table showing ten 'sibling' species of which the one
which most closely fits my find (in being found in fields and in having a bulbous
base to its stem) was proposed as long ago as 1890 as being a separate species
to be called Agrocybe sphaleromorpha but it seems that the majority of
mycologists did not agree with this proposal. I am happy to agree with the
majority in using the 'catch-all' name of A. praecox but am still left with the
question of whether we are already into early spring as Wikipedia also says that
.."the latin epithet praecox (meaning early) is related to the word 'precocious' and
refers to the fact the this species often appears early in the year." My main
identification guide (Roger Phillips) gives the season for A. praecox as late spring
to late autumn while my other guide (Stefan Buczaki) merely says 'spring to
summer'.
This morning the sunshine was noticeably warm and had brought at least two
Ladybirds out of hibernation to seek escape into the outside world via a south
facing window - knowing that temperatures are set to plunge this week I did not
encourage the Ladybirds to commit suicide by assisting their escape from the
house. When I ventured out I enjoyed the sunshine but was glad I was well clad
against the chill wind but I did find one more sign of spring in a garden at the west
end of Grove Road where the only Witchhazel shrub that I am aware of locally
had started to open its bright yellow blossom on its contorted stems whose use as

water divining rods are the cause of the 'Witch' part of the common name.
Wikipedia says that plant nurseries do not sell many plants other than for
'woodland/wildlife restoration projects' so I suspect this species is not easily found
in local gardens but the photo below explains my enthusiasm for enjoying its
flowering very early in the year.
Witch Hazel in flower.
This evening's check on internet wildlife sightings showed that the Long-billed
Dowitcher which has been in the Lymington area since September 23 was
reported for the first time this year at Keyhaven - this is its first sighting since Dec
8. Yesterday the equally uncommon Greater Yellowlegs, which has been
frequenting both Titchfield Haven and the River Medina at Cowes for some time,
was back on the Isle of Wight where it was last seen on Jan 6 (after being at
Titchfield on Jan 2). Locally the Velvet Scoter which apppeared in Langstone
Harbour on Jan 9 was seen there again today in Russell's Lake between
Farlington Marshes and Bakers Island. Next to that news on the HOS website
was confirmation of the reason why I do not yet have Black-tailed Godwit on my
yearlist - the reason being the flooding of inland areas such as the lower Avon
Valley where a photo taken today revealed 1990 of the Godwits in just one photo.
There have also been large numbers of them at Pulborough Brooks, in the
Pagham Harbour area and on the Pevensey levels.
The Sussex Butterfly website has an entry for Jan 11 echoing my own sighting of
Ladybirds wanting to end their indoor hibernation - in Sussex both a Peacock and
a Hummingbird Hawkmoth were on the inside of a house window and the person
who saw them asks .. "Should I let them out?". Returning to birds Peter Raby
today found the female Goosander back at Langstone Mill Pond where he could
only find four cygnets with their parents but he did see two Kingfishers off the Mill
house. Further out was one female Goldeneye and in the distance the Rednecked Grebe was still off the Northney marina.
Mon 11th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Rooks back at Emsworth Rookery
This afternoon I hoped to see the Nore Barn Spotted Redshank when the tide
dropped around 3pm but failed to do so. Anticipating that the Spotshank might
have had sufficient to eat in the morning and would not return for a brief afternoon
snack I had two secondary objectives for this trip. The first was to have a look at
the Victoria Road Rookery to see if the Rooks had started nesting and while I
could see no signs of any nests I did see at least six pairs of the birds arguing
over the rights to the best sites. I also discovered that you get a better view of the
rookery trees from Park Crescent than you do from Victoria Road or from the
access road leading to the back of the flats. My second objective was to visit the
Warblington Farm field immediately behind Conigar Point and here I found lots of
Field Madder still in flower plus a couple of plants of Field Woundwort. I also put
up a single Skylark and found a troop of fungi which I have not yet identified (but
hope to do so tomorrow when they have given me a spore print. On the way
home I added one more flowering plant growing under the hedge of the
southernmost house in Beach Road (on the east side) and also appearing under
the Warblington Road boundary of this same property. This is the Three Cornered

Leek which is similar to the commoner Summer Snowflake but which has fine
green lines running down the flowers and does not have green tipped petals.
A quick scan through the internet tonight found a reminder of my schooldays in a
photo of a Hooded Crow in a blog about birding on the Isle of Sheppey - you can
see a photo of one currently wintering there at Hooded Crow. When I was at
school in Canterbury between 1946 and 1950 I had a friend who lived in
Whitstable and winter sightings of Hooded Crow were regular highlights of birding
expeditions to the north Kent coast.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 4 - 10 (WEEK 01 OF 2016)
Sun 10th January
Some unexpected January sightings
In December I reported news of Newts starting to apppear in local ponds and
even Natterjack Toad tadpoles being seen at Christchurch on Dec 11. This month
Frogs were heard croaking in Devon on Jan 8 while locally the Friends of
Langstone Harbour discovered a cluster of Goose Barnacles attached to a piece
of driftwood when they were litter picking on the Budds Farm Shore. There are
several similar species found around the world but in the UK the most likely
species is Lepas anatifera. For an overview of the species see Goose Barnacle
facts (when looking at this page left click on the photos to enlarge them - click
again to restore the original size). For news of recent storm driven strandings
along our south coast see (scroll down below photos of other Barnacle species to
a section headed News Reports and again ignore the first item about Stalked
Barnacles) Recent Goose Barnacle strandings. This website has a photo of the
Goose Barnacles attached to part of a space rocket which had fallen in the sea
after blasting off from Florida - for the BBC report of this find see BBC acount of
Space Rocket washed up in the Scillies).
An even more unexpected January sighting is reported on the Sussex Butterfly
Conservation website in an entry for Jan 6 which reads .. "A Painted Lady landed
briefly on the Fatsia japonica in my Worthing back garden today, before heading
north in a determined manner. Together with the sighting at Halnaker Mill (West
Sussex) on 23 December, and others elsewhere in the UK, this suggests that a
small influx has occurred over the Christmas and early January period, as last
seen at this time of year in 2013. The immigration of Painted Ladies over the
festive period has historically been a highly unusual event (it happened in 1987),
so such an early repeat performance just confirms that we can increasingly
expect the unexpected. (Neil Hulme)". The only other butterfly reports for early
January (both dated Jan 6) are of a Small Tortoiseshell and a Red Admiral, both
seen at Sandwich in Kent.
I have long known that Black Guillemots are commonly called 'Tysties' but I have
only just discovered, thanks to a report of one at Seaford in Sussex on Jan 2, that
Little Auks are similarly often called 'Dovekies'. Although the maximum count of
Little Auks in the south so far this year is of 31 at Sandwich on Jan 7 there are
lots more in the North Sea - on Jan 4 the RBA (Rare Bird Alert) website report
three separate flocks of over 1000 birds off the Scottish east coast (1100 off
Lothian, 1030 off Fife and 1016 off Aberdeen). Locally two new marine birds have

been reported locally. Yesterday (Jan 9) the first Velvet Scoter of the winter was
in Langstone Habour and today Keith Turner saw the first Glaucous Gull on the
sea at Southsea (he also saw the Iceland Gull which has been in that area since
at least Jan 2). Another wetland species which has just had its first sighting in our
local area is Jack Snipe with four seen in the Fishbourne channel and reported on
the Selsey blog for Jan 9.
Fri 8th January

Female Goosander back on Langstone Pond
This morning I cycled to west Hayling to see if the Coltsfoot which flowers at the
entrance to the Oysterbeds carpark behind the Esso garage might have already
appeared - it can flower in late January but last year I did not see it until Feb 17.
No luck with that but I did add Hawkweed Oxtongue to my flowering list and saw
my first Croci of the year in Wade Court Road gardens on my way home.
Also on the way home I saw my first Rock Pipit of the year in 'Texaco Bay' at the
south end of Langstone Bridge where it was in the seaweed washed up by the
high tide. A second and more exciting first was to find the female Goosander
snoozing on Langtone pond - this species seems to be becoming a regular winter
visitor to the local coast with recent sightings of a female at Selsey (on Jan 5 and
7) and a male at Widewater Pond near the mouth of the River Arun (on Jan 7).
From the internet I see that the Red-necked Grebe was again seen off Northney
today and the Iceland Gull was still off Southsea. At least one Swallow has been
seen this year at Ventnor on Jan 1 while another unexpected visitor to the
Portland moth traps on Jan 7 was the first Black-spotted Chestnut moth to be
recorded anywhere in Dorset - see photo at Black-Spotted Chestnut moth
A final note of interest to those who suport the conservation work at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth:- the Brook Meadow reserve is currently one of the
charities being supported by Waitrose in Havant so if you shop there and ask at
the check-out for one of their charity donation tokens and put it in the collection
slot marked Brook Meadow you will help to swell the money going to the charity
at the end of the month.
Thu 7th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Fungi in Havant plus scraps from the internet
Yesterday I revisited Havant Cemetery to have another look at the large fungus I
had seen on Jan 5. I have not been able to name it with confidence though I am
pretty sure it is an Agaricus species - possibly the highly prized A.augustus but it
could be A. vaporarius. You can make your own guess from the photos below!
My photos of the large fungus and a smaller version found nearby.
On the left the flesh of the large fungus, on the right a Meadow Waxcap and a
Mycena (fibula?) from my lawn.
From the internet I learnt that Alexanders is flowering early (Jan 6) in Eastbourne
and that Jackdaws and Robins have already been seen nest building in Sussex
while Chiff Chaff song was heard at the Pagham Harbour Visitor Centre on Jan 6.
On Jan 5 John Goodspeed saw at least 20 Red Kites coming to roost near
Bereleigh House which is a little over 1 km north of East Meon. If you are not
familiar with that area have a look at the directions to Bereleigh House on the pdf

at Directions to the Bereleigh estate. I think this estate is of a similar size to the
Stansted Estate and I doubt the roost is very close to the big house!
Tue 5th January
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Flower buds on Early Dog Violets as Dunnock start their spring song
I heard Dunnock song several times in December but never saw the birds which
were lurking inside bushes but this morning the first that I heard was in clear sight
on the topmost twig of a shrub in a local garden and was singing in competition
with another close by - during the course of the day I reckon I heard at least 8
individuals singing in Havant and Emsworth.
Today's other highlight was to find the first two flower buds among the leaves of a
patch of self-sown Early Dog Violets growing from a crack in my garden path.
That was just one of five new flower ticks for the New Year - the others were
Meadow Buttercup, Butchers Broom, Wild Angelica and the Oxyloba variety of
Greater Periwinkle. Also today I saw a very large, flat-topped Mushroom, a bright
Yellow Fieldcap (Bolbitius vitellinus) (both near the north end of Warblington
Church Lane) and another large but still immature fungus just outside the wall of
the Havant Cemetery at the junction of New Lane and Eastern Road - I will stop
and examine it next time I am there.
Among the HOS reports seen yesterday I noticed one of Blackcap subsong in a
north-east Hampshre garden on Jan 2, a sighting of the Greater Yellowlegs back
at Titchfield Haven on Jan 2 where it was present throughout last year (though it
occasionally flew over to the River Medina on the Isle of Wight). Also on Jan 2
Keith Turner saw an Iceland Gull off Southsea while a couple of Ravens were
seen in the West Solent area carrying the corpse of a Red Legged Partridge
(road kill?). A new site for Short Eared Owl was the Gipsies Plain grassland south
of Havant Thicket (where two were seen on Jan 4 and one on Jan 5) and on Jan
1 the number of Purple Sandpipers at Southsea Castle reached a peak of 10. On
Jan 3 all three Penduline Tits were seen at Titchfield Haven and a total of 300
Great Crested Grebe were in Southampton Water. An uncommon bird in the
Langstone area has been a Red-necked Grebe seen daily around the Northney
Marina on Hayling from Jan 1 to 5 (what was reported as a second bird was also
seen on Jan 5 in Langstone Harbour south of the Oysterbeds). Also seen locally
on Jan 3 was a Curlew Sandpiper seen from the Langstone Pond seawall where
the female Goosander and at least 3 Sandwich Terns were seen. On Jan 5 a
female Goosander was a surprise in Pagham Harbour - possibly the same bird
that has been in the Langston area?

