RALPH HOLLINS NATURE NOTES FOR 2009
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 28 - JAN 3 (WEEK 52 OF 2009)
For those interested in the outcome of the many New Year's Day bird listing
expeditions I can tell you that in Hampshire the top score was an excellent
116 species found in the south west of the county by a team headed by Simon
Ingram and visiting the Beaulieu area of the New Forest, then the Lymington
marshes, several woodland sites in the New Forest plus the Blashford Lakes.
Steve Piggott's team operated in the same general area and managed 110 while
Dave Ryves from Burridge clocked up 97 although he sensibly had a leisurely
breakfast at home and only headed west when the sun was up.
Here in Havant a total of 73 species were seen, the main contributors being the
Havant Wildlife Group (who had a massive turn out of people) and found 53
species with the remaining 20 being added by 15 species on my own list of 59
(see my diary entry for Jan 1) and 5 more contributed by three other individuals in
the area
BIRDS
Divers: A Dutch site reported a count of 680 mixed divers off shore. In England
50 Red-throated went past the north Kent coast on Dec 29 after 22 had been
seen passing Portland on Dec 28 while more than 70 went past Worthing on Jan
1 - a single oiled bird was at Frensham Little Pond on Dec 31 but had died by
Jan 2. Very few Black-throated reported (just one in Portland Harbour this week
and 3 past Selsey Bill on Dec 31) but plenty of Great Northern with 5 in Portland
Harbour on Dec 30 and at least five in the Southampton Water area
Great Crested Grebe: The flock on the sea off Bournemouth numbered 130 on
Dec 28 while there were 155 off Brownwich Cliffs in the Titchfield Haven area on
Dec 30. Reports from three Dutch sites on Dec 29 were of 8271, 2381 and 1730
birds respectively. On the sea off Bournemouth the flock increased from 175 just
before Christmas to 250 on Jan 2
Red-necked Grebe: One was in Portland Harbour on Dec 27 and Dec 30 with
another passing Worthing on Dec 27 and in Southampton Water on Dec 30
Slavonian Grebe: More than 5 were off Pagham Harbour on Jan 2
Black-necked Grebe: The flock in Studland Bay was up to 23 on Dec 27 and a
smaller flock had grown to 6 birds in Portland Harbour by Dec 30. Singles were
seen off Eling (north end of Southampton Water) on Dec 27 and at Dungeness on
Dec 28. One was in the Blashford Lakes area on Jan 1
Fulmar: Six seen around Gore Cliffs at St Catherine's Point (IoW) on Dec 28
were said to be back at their breeding site earlier than usual (no evidence of
nesting so far)

Cormorant: The only one which I saw on New Year's Day at Budds Farm in
Havant had the full white roundels of breeding plumage on its 'thighs' but no grey
judge's wig
Bittern: In addition to the 'usual suspects' there were singles at Woolmer Pond
near Alton in Jan 1 and at Ivy Lake in Chichester on Jan 2
Cattle Egret: The Winkton village bird in the Avon valley just north of
Christchurch was seen there on Jan 1
Great White Egret: The Blashford Lakes bird is being seen more regularly in the
Blashford area though still favouring the River Avon rather than the lakes. A new
bird was at Sandwich Bay on Dec 26 and 27 and two that I have not heard of
before are reported by Lee Evans as based at Pitsford reservoir (just north of
Northampton). Locally one has been showing on the south Hayling Sinah gravel
pit lake (reported on Jan 1 and 3)
Spoonbill: All reports this week are from Dorset with a peak of 13 in Poole
Harbour on Jan 1
Bewick's Swan: The number at Slimbridge was 240 on Dec 30 (after 314 on Dec
26) but many are still moving around in southern England - e.g. 36 on the Arun at
Burpham near Arundel on Dec 26, 21 at Pulborough Brooks on Dec 28 and 15
further up the Arun near Horsham that same day. The number at Ibsley near
Ringwood seems to be constant this week at 14 birds. On Jan 2 there were 27 in
the R Adur at Rye Farm in the Henfield area
Whooper Swan: A group of 4 were reported over the Solent south of Lymington
on Dec 27 and may have flown east as 4 were seen going east past Worthing on
Dec 28
White-front Goose: Slimbridge had more than 250 on Dec 29 and Pett Level by
Rye Bay had its first of the winter with 8 there on Dec 27. Over in Holland there
were 1410 at Margarethapolder on Dec 29
Red-breasted Goose: Still at Topsham on the Exe estuary on Dec 28
Pintail: The first two of the winter were off the Emsworth west shore on Dec 27
and one was at Titchfield Haven on Dec 28 while Slimbridge had 200 on Dec 29
and 30. John Clark found a total of 600 at three sites in the Avon valley south of
Ringwood on Dec 31
Velvet Scoter: 3 are reported to have flow past Southsea Castle on Dec 31
Hooded Merganser: One reported at Radipole (Weymouth) on Jan 1 was
presumably the permanent resident there which has long dropped out of the news
of 'rare birds'
Smew: Six females were at Dungeness RSPB on Dec 17 and stayed to Dec 28 at
least but elsewhere in the British Isles Abberton reservoir (south of Colchester in
Essex) had 4 by Jan 2 and Paxton Pits near Bedford had 6 on Jan 2

Red-breasted Merganser: Marcus Ward saw 42 at a night roost site close to
Lymington on Dec 27 and on Jan 1 the males in a group of around 20 off the
Langstone South Moors shore were actively displaying.
Goosander: Following John Clark's count of 81 roosting at the Blashford Lakes
on Dec 20 Bob Chapman counted 69 leaving the roost on the morning of Dec 27
but admits that some had already left before he arrived. On Dec 31 John Clark
found 102 there (including 36 males). On Dec 28 Peter Gammage saw one fly
over the Sinah gravel pit lake on Hayling and saw it appear to and in Langstone
Harbour
Rough-legged Buzzard: Claims to have seen one in Hampshire are always
treated with suspicion Common Buzzard plumage is very variable) but John Clark
has received at least two seemingly valid reports of one in the Appleshaw area
near Andover, the latest being on Jan 2.
Avocet: On Dec 27 there were 10 in Nutbourne Bay (east of Emsworth) and on
Dec 28 there were 3 at Titchfield Haven, 28 in Langstone Harbour west of
Farlington Marshes and 21 in Pagham Harbour. By Jan 1 the number in the
Nutbourne Bay/Thorney Channel area of Chichester Harbour was up to 15 on Jan
1, but the number wintering in Poole Bay may have diminished as only 350 were
seen there on Jan 1 as against the report of 1000 at Brownsea Island on Dec 6
Golden Plover: A lot more have recently arrived on the south coast. In the
Titchfield Haven area there were around 50 from Dec 13 to 28, increasing to 121
on Dec 30 and 200 on Dec 31. In the Adur valley 150 were near Henfield on Dec
26 and on Dec 27 60 were seen at Pett Level (with 2000 Lapwing) where the
only previous report was of 120 on Nov 22
Sanderling: 43 were seen at Southsea Castle on Jan 2
Little Stint: One was in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on both Dec 31
and Jan 2
Purple Sandpiper: 13 were seen at Southsea Castle on Dec 31, the highest
count there for this winter but not quite beating the 14 there on 14 Apr 2009
Long-billed Dowitcher: One was reported in the Carlisle area of Cumbria on
Dec 29
Black-tailed Godwit: John Clark found more than 2650 in the Dorset area of the
Avon Valley south of the Causeway on Dec 31
Green Sandpiper: On Jan 1 I unexpectedly found one in the Hermitage Stream
just below the Wayfarer's Way footbridge at Bedhampton and another passing
bird was seen in the Runcton residential area near the Chichester Lakes on Dec
28
Common Sandpiper: One was seen somewhere in the area between Langstone
Village and Broadmarsh on New Year's Day

Spotted Sandpiper: No reports of the bird in the Test Valley since Dec xx but the
one at Abberton Reservoir (south of Colchester in Esssex) was still there on Jan
2
Spotted Redshank: The Nore Barn bird on the shore west of Emsworth was still
being seen there on Jan 3
Caspian Gull: The single adult at the Blashford Lakes was still there on Jan 1
Sandwich Tern: Two were still in Chichester Harbour seen from Black Point on
Dec 28 and were seen again from the Chidham area on Jan 1 and near the
harbour mouth on Jan 2
Auks: An estimated 10,000 (mainly Razorbills) were in the Portland area on Dec
27 as a mid-winter peak of seabirds developed
Barn Owl: One was seen hunting at dusk over the north-east field of Warblington
Farm by several people in the days up to Dec 27 when Brian Fellows had close
views of it and it has been seen again on Jan 1 and 3. For interest the field south
of the A259 and west of the 'Selangor Ave' footpath is where the remains of an
important Roman Villa were found though nothing can be seen of it nowdays.
Another Barn Owl was seen at the Keyhaven Marshes (Lymington) on Jan 2
Great Spotted Woodpecker: Two reports of early drumming - one at Titchfield
Haven on Dec 19 and now one on Southampton Common on Dec 28
Blackbird: One was in full song in Emsworth, heard by Brian Fellows, on Dec 29
Blackcap: The number of reports of these in gardens is rapidly increasing - on
Dec 29 Brian Fellows had the first of the winter for his Emsworth garden while on
Dec 30 a Lewes town garden had six of them
Goldcrest: Last week I reported hearing my first Goldcrest song for many
months here in Havant on Dec 26 and I see another was singing in the western
fringe of the New Forest on Dec 27
Firecrest: Three were present in the Sandy Point area of Hayling on Jan 2
Great Tit: An observer in Sussex saw a Great Tit aggressively pursuing an
enfeebled Blue Tit on Dec 28 and wonders if it is true that Great Tits will kill
smaller birds and eat their brains.
Great Grey Shrike: The cold weather has brought a few more into southern
England including a newcomer to the New Forest seen near Turf Hill Inclosure
(north of the Cadnam to Fordingbridge road in the Black Gutter Bottom area) on
Dec 30 and another in the Aldershot area (though just in Surrey in the Ash
Ranges area) on Dec 31. Another new report comes from Pett Level by Rye Bay
on Dec 28 though this may be the bird seen in the Pannel Valley on Dec 10.
Magpie: On Dec 28 one was seen dashing 'Sparrowhawk like' though a garden
near Wickham in the Meon valley in pursuit of a smaller bird - I am quite prepared
to believe that Magpies will catch, kill and eat other birds if they get the chance

Escapees: A probable Lanner Falcon was seen in the Michelgrove area north of
the Angmering estate (north of Worthing) on Dec 27
INSECTS
No significant reports this week but I noticed a cloud of tiny midges here in
Havant during a brief warm intermission of the rain and my neighbours tell me
they have been 'doing their bit to defend British Wildlife by hoovering up a large
number of Harlequin Ladybirds found hibernating in their house - my reponse
was that with billions of them estimated to be in Britain now one Hoover could not
hold back the inevitable take over by these 'foreigners' which we will no doubt
soon regard as residents
PLANTS
The December flowering plant species count known to me still stands at 94 with
no newly flowering species this week. A few plants can still be found in January
but nothing worth reporting.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Common Seal: On Dec 28 the Rye Bay website reported that a Common Seal
had swum just over 15 miles (25 Km) up the River Rother and one of its
tributaries from the sea to the village of Benenden in Kent and was found out of
the stream eating Goldfish from a garden pond
Wood Mouse: An unexpected sight on a Jan 1 bird list outing in the Brede area
north of Hastings was a a Wood Mouse snuffling about out in the open - I rather
suspect it was old and hungry and not long for this world
Fungi: On Dec 31 I found a few more black Earth Tongues (Trichoglossum
hirsutum) had come up on my Havant garden lawn
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 28 - JAN 3 (WEEK 52 OF 2009)
Fri 1 Jan
New Year's Day bird list
A glorious day for this annual event in which many birders tour the countryside to
find as many species as possible with which to start their new Year Lists. I only
use my bicycle as a means of getting around and this year I had an extra
'handicap' in having a visitor staying with us and requiring me to be home at midday to prepare lunch but I nevertheless managed a two hour outing in the
morning, going west as far as Farlington Marshes, and a second two hour stint in
the afternoon to Nutbourne Bay and back along the coast.
Before setting off at 10am I had an unexpected bird on my garden list when
several Common Gulls circled over and landed on rooves in our road. I had
another bonus when I reached the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton and
disturbed a Green Sandpiper from below the Wayfarer's Way footbridge over the
stream (a little further down stream Water Figwort still had fresh flowers in the
warm water coming from the springs and overflowing into the stream).

Among the Gadwall, Tufted Duck, Coot and Dabchick on Bedhampton Mill
Pond I could not see a single Mallard (though there is no shortage of them on
Langstone Mill Pond where they are regularly fed) so maybe the item which I
recently read on the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust website saying that Mallard
numbers have greatly declined recently and asking you to 'adopt a Mallard' as an
endangered species is not just a bit of fund-raising 'spin'.
In Langstone Harbour the tide was at its highest so all the mudflats were covered
and the waders had left to roost on the islands or at Farlington Marshes where
cyclists like myself are banned from entry. Nevertheless there were hundreds of
Lapwing in the remaining saltmarsh at Chalk Dock with a good number of
Redshank and on the water there I saw a couple of Great Crested Grebe, a
single Great Blackback Gull and a decent flock of Brent. Continuing along the
cycle way I scanned the pool behind the Farlington Marshes building in the hope
of a Snipe - no luck but I did add Shoveler to the list.
Coming home via Budds Farm Pools I saw plenty of Pochard and a single
Cormorant in full breeding plumage with white roundel on its 'thigh'. Along the
South Moors shore there were more signs of spring with a flotilla of Redbreasted Merganser, the males throwing back their extended necks in courtship
display. Also here a single Rock Pipit flew up from the shingle and flew low along
the shoreline giving its wheezy call. Finally, just as I was about to cross the
footbridge into Mill Lane, a pair of Stonechats flew onto the barbed wire fence
close to me.
In the afternoon I headed along Victoria Road towards Brook Meadow at
Emsworth and added Rooks already back at their Rookery behind the Council
Flats at the bend in the road (also Collared Dove which had escaped me in the
morning). Nothing new in Brook Meadow but as I cycled along the main road
towards Nutbourne a couple of Greenfinch flew over and then a Kestrel also
crossed the road going north from the Nutbourne orchards (a second Kestrel was
perched in that same area).
Walking my bike along the seawall from Nutbourne to Prinsted I counted 11
Avocets on the shoreline at the Nutbourne Bay 'point' with a single Turnstone
near them. Nearing Prinsted I saw a single Song Thrush in the pony field nearest
Prinsted village and in Prinsted Bay I found Grey Plover and Dunlin.
At Thornham Lane I turned left in the hope of a Short-eared Owl on the marshes
- no luck with that but I did add a flock of Canada Geese in the expected place
near the Thorney Main Road (and a Pheasant put up by an out of control dog in
the Thornham Lane hedge - dog walkers can be of use!). Near the Thorney Little
Deeps my only Chaffinch of the day flew over and in Emsworth Harbour I added
Greenshank but by this time the sun was setting and the tide was low so no
chance of the Nore Barn Spotted Redshank.
Heading north from Nore Barn wood along the 'Selangor Avenue' path I kept a
lookout for the Barn Owl which has been seen here at dusk over the past
fortnight and I was delighted to see it fluttering over the grass in the southwest
corner of the field nearest the main road - it settled on a fence post but then
disappeared from my view. It was now becoming dark and I decided (not having
any lights) to avoid the main road and use the footpaths between Pook Lane and
the Billy Trail beside which I live. This route took me past the Old Rectory and
while scanning in vain for a Little Owl here I had the very unexpected bonus of a

Buzzard which flew north towards me, perched briefly in a tree, then continued
north low almost over my head.
My bird species count for the day was 59.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 21 - 27 (WEEK 51 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: 100 off Dungeness on Dec 23
Black-throated Diver: One in Weymouth Bay over Christmas
Great Northern Diver: More than 4 in Portland Harbour on Dec 26 and singles
off Pagham Harbour on Dec 20 then in the Hill Head/Hook/Puckpool area on Dec
24 with one in Studland Bay on Christmas Day
Great Crested Grebe: 175 on the sea off Bournemouth on Dec 23
Red Necked Grebe: 1 off Puckpool Point near Ryde (IoW) on Dec 24
Slavonian Grebe: 2 off Puckpool Point on Dec 24 when 1 was in Portland
Harbour and 3 in Studland Bay
Black-necked Grebe: 20 in Studland Bay on Dec 21 and 24
Shag: First report of one carrying nest material at Durlston on Dec 27
Great White Egret: One seen at Shipstal Point in Poole Harbour on Dec 21 then
several reports (all on Dec 26) of the expected bird back at the Blashford Lakes
near Ringwood - one of these reports was of the bird flying north west to pitch
somewhere in the Avon valley. The previous report of the Blashford bird (on Dec
12) was also of it flying north and I suspect the bird is resident close to the
Blashford Lakes but on private land
Glossy Ibis: The two long-staying birds at the Dungeness RSPB reserve have
not been seen there since Dec 14 but on Dec 16 Lee Evans told us of three near
Glastonbury and one in the Severn valley
Spoonbill: One was in Pagham Harbour on Dec 21, one was at Farlington
Marshes on Dec 22 and one was in the Fishbourne channel near Chichester on
Dec 26 - possible these are all sightings of the same bird. Elsewhere on Dec 24
there were 5 at Isley Marsh (Taw estuary west of Barnstable in north Devon) and
8 in Poole Harbour (Shipstal Point).
Bewick's Swan: Slimbridge had 230 on Dec 24 and on Dec 25 there were 15
(including 5 juvs) at Ibsley in the Avon valley

White-front Goose: The only reports this week (other than 4 at the Kent
Dungeness RSPB sites on Dec 20) have been from Slimbridge where the count
reached 314 on Dec 26
Canada Goose: The flock at Pulborough Brooks reached 1000 birds on Dec 21
Pale-bellied Brent: The number at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) was down from 30
on Dec 13 to 9 on Dec 24. Locally two were seen on the Portchester Castle shore
in Portsmouth Harbour on Dec 26
Red-breasted Goose: The single bird was still with Brent at Topsham on the
Exe estuary in Devon on Dec 26
Mandarin: The male bird which was seen on the Sinah gravel pit lake (south
Hayling) on Dec 19 was still there on Dec 21 but has not been seen since
Pintail: There were 225 at Slimbridge on Dec 23 and 300 in the Avon Valley
south of the Avon Causeway on Dec 24 (on Dec 20 there were even a few on the
Budds Farm Pools at Havant and on Dec 26 there were 5 at Titchfield Haven)
Pochard: Slimbridge reported a total of 570 on Dec 22
Ferruginous Duck: The adult female which was at Abbotsbury in Devon from
Dec 5 to 18 has not been reported since but a similar female appeared briefly at
Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough on Dec 25
Long-tailed Duck: The two birds in the north of Langstone Harbour were last
reported on Dec 20
Smew: The only report from southern England this week is of one at Rye Harbour
on Dec 21 but over in the Netherlands the site which had 45 on Dec 19 had 212
on Dec 20
Goosander: Up to Dec 20 no more than 20 had been reported from the Blashford
Lakes near Ringwood but on that day John Clark counted 81 there (including 27
males) - none have been reported there since.
Marsh Harrier: The Farlington Marshes bird was seen again on Dec 26 (when
the Kent Stour valley had 22 - the highest count of the winter there so far)
Hen Harrier: Both a male and a female went to roost at Alresford Pond in the
Itchen valley on Dec 20
Buzzard: One seen perched on a tree in the Warblington Farm area on Dec 20
was not unexpected as a pair breed there but I was a little surprised to see one
flying over the fields east of Bedhampton Mill on Dec 24 and to see it perch on a
tree overhanging the Hermitage Stream close to the busy A27

Red-legged Partridge: These are well known for turning up in unexpected places
so one in Portchester close to the Castle on Dec 20 was not unusual
Coot: A total of 90 birds were in Emsworth Harbour close to the 'promenade'
around the Town Mill Pond on Dec 22 setting a new peak count for this winter
Avocet: The number at Farlington Marshes was up to 34 on Dec 22 (beating the
32 there on Dec 5) and there were 10 at Nutbourne Bay (east of Emsworth) on
Dec 27
Golden Plover: More have arrived on the south coast this week with a sighting of
around 30 on the Wide Lane playing fields near the M27 at Eastleigh (the first
flock there for a couple of winters) while Pagham Harbour had up to 1500 on Dec
24 (960 at the North Walls and a further 500 out in the harbour). On Dec 25
Maiden Castle near Dorchester had 750.
Lapwing: 2200 at the Pagham North Walls on Dec 24
Purple Sandpiper: On Dec 22 there were 9 at Barton on Sea and on Dec 25
there were 9 at Southsea Castle
Woodcock: A good number of these reaching us from Europe brought reports of
100 seen at a village close to Sandwich Bay on Dec 21 and around 60 at the bird
observatory there on Dec 22, followed by numerous reports of single birds at
points further west.
Black-tailed Godwit: John Clark (who has access to some private land in the
Avon Valley for counting the birds) reported 2250 in the Avon Tyrrell Farm area
south of Ringwood on Dec 20 (others had estimated only 1500 there) but that
flock has now moved south in the valley to give a report of 1200 south of Avon
Causeway on Dec 24, and on Dec 26 the birds seem to have left the valley
(perhaps partly due to Boxing Day shoots) and returned to Poole Harbour (600
were seen flying over Christchurch Harbour that day)
Redshank: On Dec 21 a Dutch site reported as 'remarkable' a sighting of a single
Redshank but described it as Tringa totanus robusta which I see is an Icelandic
subspecies of Redshank. While investigating this I learnt that all Redshanks are
declining in numbers and that the three subspecies (totanus, britannica and
robusta) have different conservation management needs
Green Sandpiper: On the morning of Dec 22 I heard three of these fly over my
Havant garden (and saw the erratic flight of two of them), then on Dec 23 I found
one noisily present on the Langstone South Moors and on Dec 26 Titchfield
Haven had what I think was a new arrival there.
Common Sandpiper: I was already aware that two of these were wintering near
the mouth of the Hermitage stream between Broadmarsh and Budds Farm. The
on Dec 19 one was seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds and on Dec 20 there were
two reports of one in the Langstone area (one at the mouth of the Lymbourne

Stream at Langstone Mill by the Royal Oak pub and another at the mouth of the
Langbrook stream by the Langstone West Mill at the end of Mill Lane. Maybe
there are more than two wintering in the Havant area?
Glaucous Gull: Still none settled in the central south coast but a juvenile was
seen on Dec 22 at Beesands near Start Point on the south Devon coast
Guillemot: The number on the breeding ledges at Durlston was up to 250+ on
Dec 22 and several were coming into breeding plumage. Another 400, more
intent on fishing, were off Dungeness on Dec 23
Great Spotted Woodpecker: One was reported as drumming at Titchfield
Haven on Dec 19
Skylark: An influx from the continent on Dec 20 brought 170 to Sandwich Bay
and 213 to Hunstanton in Norfolk while Beeding Brooks in the Sussex Arun valley
reported an estimated 400. On Dec 21 a total of 441 flew over Brussels and 351
went over another nearby site. In England 190 arrived at Sandwich Bay that day
and on Dec 22 more than 200 were seen at Cheesefoot Head near Winchester
Shorelark: A flock of 35 was seen in the Netherlands on Dec 20
Stonechat: For real twitchers there is a rare Siberian Stonechat at Bevercotes
Wood in Nottinghamshire
Goldcrest: On Dec 26 I heard a brief snatch of song from one hidden in an Irish
Yew in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery
Coal Tit: Also of local interest only several of these seem to have invaded Havant
gardens in the past week
Carrion Crow: On Dec 21 the following appeared on the Rye Bay website ..
"Yesterday morning the “Sunday Walkers” were sitting in the hide at Castle Water
(enjoying our customary tea and biscuits/cake) when we spotted a couple of
Carrion Crows feeding on something. Closer examination revealed it was a
rabbit, on which a stoat was also feeding. Presumably the stoat had killed the
rabbit. A female Marsh Harrier then landed nearby and seemed to take no
notice for several minutes. She then decided it was her turn and chased off the
stoat and Crows, which kept trying to get back in on the action, only to be
chased off again by the Harrier. Stunning views of the male Smew as well
helped make it a memorable visit to Castle Water."
Twite: A single colour ringed bird was present among a flock of 1000 Linnets
near Southill in Bedfordshire on Dec 26
Snow Bunting: The sight of one at Christchurch Harbour on Dec 23 could give
us hope of seeing one in Hampshire...
INSECTS

Unsurprisingly no current reports of any insects except for a single Peacock
butterfly seen flying inside a Sussex house and let out to seek a cooler spot for
hibernation. Sadly quite a few butterflies die when central heating is turned on in
rooms that were cool early in the winter - some may find alternative sites where
they can survive but the sudden awakening means that most perish in the cold
when they are released.
PLANTS
94 species recorded as flowering so far this month - this week's finds include
...
Lesser Celandine: A single flower open on plants by the Lymbourne stream just
south of the A27 in Havant on Dec 26
White Campion: No local finds but a good photo of one flowering in Kent on Dec
19 on the Planet Thanet website
Goat Willow: Four 'pussy paw' catkins showing golden anthers on the regular
early flowering tree overhanging the gate between Southmoor Lane and the new
path to the Langstone South Moors - seen on Dec 23
Dog's Mercury: Still flowering in Pook Lane at Warblington where it started to
flower on Nov 26
Snowdrop: The first report of these flowering was on Dec 15 but this week I saw
my first flowers in Havant on Dec 26
OTHER WILDLIFE
The only reports are of 12 Bottle-nosed Dolphin off Portland on Dec 20/21 and
a Common Seal at Hook/Warsash (mouth of R Hamble). See Carrion Crow in
Bird News above for an interesting account of a Stoat which had killed a Rabbit
having its meal partly eaten by Crows and then stolen by a Marsh Harrier
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 21 - 27 (WEEK 51 OF 2009)
Sat 26 Dec
Christmas Week
I have had little time for the natural world so far this week but I have nevertheless
seen a few things worth reporting in particular the first golden 'pussy paws' on
Goat Willow and the first Lesser Celandine flower.
From Monday onwards I have heard Coal Tits around the town in Havant on
most days. Collared Dove, Wood Pigeon, Robin and Wren have been heard
singing daily and on Wednesday I heard a strong burst of Dunnock song from a
neighbour's garden while today brought a single phrase of Goldcrest song from
somewhere inside a dense Irish Yew.
A new bird was added to this year's garden bird list on Tuesday when three
Green Sandpipers flew over calling loudly and with typical zigzag flight. On
Wednesday I heard one again from the South Moors at Langstone where I had a
good view of a Fox hunting the orchid field area around which new fencing is
being erected - it looks as if special permission will be needed to see the orchids

next summer. Also on Wednesday, leaving the South Moors via the kissing gate
leading onto Southmoor Lane, I looked up to check the Goat Willow which
overhangs the gate (and which was severely cut back when the new footpath and
gate were created) and found that the tree was still able to maintain its record of
being the first to flower in the Havant area - four of its catkins had shed their
silver innner coat and had golden anthers out.
On Christmas Eve, when buying flowers from the outdoor seller in West Street
outside St Faith's Church, I was able to enjoy the continuing substantial display of
wild Sweet Violets in the churchyard in which I also noted a single plant of
Hedge Mustard with yellow flowers (both benefitting from the shelter of the large
old Yew in the north west corner)
Today I had another look at the banks of the Lymbourne Stream and was
surprised and delighted to find a single open flower on the Lesser Celandines.
Further down the Billy Trail Fool's Parsley was still flowering and in Pook Lane
Dog's Mercury still had flowers on fresh plants among the many odl surviving
plants which have long ceased to flower. Later, in Havant Eastern Road
cemetery, I saw my first Snowdrop flowers (the first were reported in a
Cosham/Portsmouth garden on Dec 15) and heard the first Goldcrest song I
have personally heard since June.
Finally I am pleased to see the Santa Claus responded to my request for a copy
of Clive Chatters new book about the New Forest and its flowers (and
botanists). The book is even better than the advertising of it promised and I
recommend it to others. Among so much of interest I found that my personal
interest in out of season early flowerings is shared by others and has been from a
long time - back in 1781 the then Vicar of Boldre (William Gilpin) rode to Cadnam
on Dec 29 to see an Oak tree which was reputed to come into leaf at or soon
after Christmas each year and Clive Chatters tells us there have been several
other such 'Christmas Green Oaks' over the years including one which he has
seen from himself (on 1 Jan 2005) at James Hill in the New Forest (James Hill
carpark is at SU 282082 just west of Emery Down and north west of Lyndhurst)
For anyone interested in this book and who missed my entry for Dec 9 I then
said about it .. "It is called 'Flowers of the Forest' by Clive Chatters who is now
chairman of the New Forest National Park authority but still remains a senior
member of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust staff. To find out more go to the
publisher's website at http://www.wildguides.co.uk/ - it is priced at £24-95 but they
are currently offering a 10% discount on all their publications" - I think the
discount is available up to Dec 31.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 14 - 20 (WEEK 50 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: A count of 290 off the North Foreland in Kent on Dec 12
was the biggest total so far reported from the English south coast this winter. On
Dec 19 Dungeness reported 185 moving east and 19 went past Portland that day.
Black-throated Diver: At least three were seen from East Head at the mouth of
Chichester Harbour on Dec 15

Great Northern Diver: Lee Evans tells us that he knows of 23 currently at inland
sites in Britain (such as 6 at Grafham Water north of Bedford) and regards this as
unusual
Great Crested Grebe: The number of the Dutch coast shot up on Dec 19 to give
reports of 1634 at Noordwijk and counts of 1431, 1142, 1043 from other sites that
day
Slavonian Grebe: The sea off Pagham Harbour regularly attracts a flock of these
birds in winter and Dec 16 brought the first observation of them there this winter
with 7 seen. More unusual was the presence of a single juvenile in the lagoon of
the Hayling Oysterbeds on both Dec 16 and 17 - they are relatively uncommon in
Langstone Harbour and I do not recall one previously being seen within the
Oysterbeds bund walls
Red-necked Grebe: One seen off Titchfield Haven on Dec 19 may be the one
that was there at the beginning of December
Bittern: There have been reports of these since the beginning of November at
several sites in Kent, Sussex and Dorset but the first I know of in Hampshire was
at Titchfield Haven on Dec 13 - it was still present and giving good views on Dec
19
Great White Egret: The bird which has in recent years been a regular sight at the
Blashford Lakes near Ringwood is being elusive this winter and the only recent
sightings there that I am aware of were on Nov 8, Nov 14 and now Dec 12 (when
the bird flew north over the site). It is, however, included as a regular at that site
in Lee Evans summary on Dec 16 in which he lists a total of 9 birds currently
present at various sites in Britain (I also see that 11 of these birds were present at
just one site in the Netherlands on Dec 15). By Dec 18 it seems that cold weather
was driving birds based in central Europe westward and one Dutch site reported
21 of these Egrets while two other sites there reported 7 and 6 respectively (21 is
not a site record for Holland - Strabrechtse Heide had 29 on two dates last
March)
Glossy Ibis: The two long staying birds were still at Dungeness on Dec 16 but
Lee Evans tells us that there are only four others currently in Britain (3 near
Glastonbury and 1 in the Severn valley)
Bewick's Swan: Between Dec 13 and 17 there have been reports of 13 at
Pulborough Brooks, 10 at Amberley Wild Brooks, up to 11 in the Ringwood/Ibsley
area (most reports are of 10 birds), and 158 at Slimbridge - by Dec 19 the number
at Slimbridge was up to 161 and on that day four sites in Holland reported 129,
121, 93 and 64. Also on Dec 19 a group of 8 flew north over Pagham Harbour.
Whooper Swan: Dec 18 brough a report of 103 at one Dutch site (the previous
peak count this autumn had been 24 in Scotland on Nov 1)
Bean Goose: A count of 5261 at one Dutch site on Dec 19 is another reflection of
cold weather movement (on Nov 15 the previous high count was 1310)

White-front Goose: None yet in Hampshire (nor at Pett Level on Rye Bay) but
Slimbridge had 230 on Dec 18 and Holland had a massive influx that day with
16,018 at one site, 3471 at another and 2727 at a third
Greater Snow Goose (Anser caerulescens atlanticus): Lee Evans tells us that
one of these has been seen at Titchwell in Norfolk among 15,000 Pink-foot
Geese, making me aware for the first time that the smaller Snow Goose has a
slightly bigger cousin which is well known in north America but which rarely
appears on this side of the Atlantic (or at least is rarely identified as the main
difference between the two subspecies is restricted to the size of their bills!)
Barnacle Goose: I have heard no more of the massive flock of 46,440 birds
recorded in Germany on Oct 10 but there was a more reasonable influx to the
Low Countries on Dec 18 with four sites reporting 5052, 1740, 928 and 102 birds
respectively. Slimbridge had 134 on Dec 17
Pale-bellied Brent: A total of 30 were present at Littlesea in Weymouth on Dec
13 (and a lone bird has been seen on the north Kent coast this week)
Red-breasted Goose: The Devon bird was still at Topsham on Dec 18 and on
Dec 16 Lee Evans summary of rare birds currently in Britain accepts the opinion
that this is the regular wild bird returning to our south coast for the fourth winter
(and hopefully destined to move to Chichester Harbour before it departs in the
spring)
Mandarin: In January 2006 there was a report of 76 of these on Headley Mill
Pond in east Hampshire but this winter only 24 were seen there on Dec 13. On
Dec 19 a drake was seen on Sinah Gravel Pit (south Hayling) by Tim Lawman
who said this was the 19th species of duck he has seen on this lake
American Black Duck (Anas rubripes): A specimen of this American version of
our Mallard was reported from Colliford Lake in Cornwall between June 4 and 28
this year, then again at Wadebridge on Sep 16, and it is now being reported in the
Scillies on Dec 10 and 11. This species is becoming rare in America as
deforestation has reduced the number of shaded forest pools which are its
preferred habitat (the common Mallard prefers less shaded water)
Pintail: Around 100 were in the Avon valley south of Ringwood on Dec 13
Shoveler: Several of these have arrived on the south coast in the past few days
(including 3 in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Dec 18 and 5 at Dungeness
on Dec 19 when at least 4 were in the Hayling Oysterbeds pools) but the
relatively unusual sight of these ducks on seawater is not necessarily proof of
arrival from abroad as the shallow inland waters in which they normally feed have
mostly frozen over forcing the birds to the sea.
Velvet Scoter: A party of 8 were seen flying west into the Solent from a boat near
the Brambles bank (between Cowes and Lepe) on Dec 12 and singles have been
seen off Durlston on Dec 14 and Christchurch Harbour onDec 18
Smew: A few more are now reaching southern England - by Dec 14 there were 3
at Rye Harbour and on Dec 12 one was at the Seaton pits near the mouth of the

Stour in north east Kent. The hard weather movement of wildfowl on Dec 19
brought 45 to a Dutch site.
Goosander: On Dec 18 three were seen to fly north into Chichester Harbour past
Sandy Point and on Dec 19 two redheads were on the Sinah Gravel Pit Lake at
the other end of south Hayling
Kestrel: On Dec 16 Brian Fellows saw a reversal of normal behaviour when he
watched a Kestrel vigourously chasing a Carrion Crow over Brook Meadow at
Emsworth. Brian says the Crow was squawking as it fled so presumably it was
not carrying food in its bill but this behaviour reminds me of the determined
attacks that hungry Kestrels will make on other birds (particularly Barn Owls) in
an attempt to steal prey from them.
Great Bustard: One of the Salisbury Plain birds is wintering with Swans at
Sedgemoor in Somerset
Golden Plover: By Dec 17 cold weather in Europe had brought 8319 to a site in
the Netherlands (also 5140 Lapwing with them) and on that day there were 1600
at Slimbridge. A lot more arrived on the English south coast on Dec 18 bringing
reports of 85 at Sandy Point on Hayling, 30 on playing fields in Gosport while on
Dec 19 Dungeness reported 24 flying in off the sea and I found around 70 on the
Hayling West Lane fields
Lapwing: On Dec 17 a Dutch site reported 5140 there and Slimbridge had 2500.
On Dec 18 a total of 1324 flew north west over Sandy Point on Hayling and 286
were seen heading west over the Warsash area with several other sites on the
south coast reporting smaller numbers heading west
Common Sandpiper: A single bird was at the mouth of the Hermitage stream at
Broadmarsh on the north shore of Langstone Harbour on Dec 15 (two had been
seen there on Dec 10). On Dec 15 one was at Littlehampton (mouth of R Arun).
On Dec 19 one was seen in the Hayling Oysterbeds area (maybe one of those
previously seen in the Broadmarsh area)
Spotted Sandpiper: The last report of the Lower Brook bird by the River Test
that I have seen was on Dec 13 while the bird at Topsham in Devon was there on
Dec 19 (a third bird is also currently present in Scotland)
Ring-billed Gull: According to Lee Evans the bird at Gosport (last report on Dec
19) is one of only two currently in Britain, the other being at Southend in Essex
Glaucous Gull: One was reported in Cornwall on Dec 6 (but not since) and now
one has been seen at Dungeness on Dec 14 and 17
Sandwich Tern: Singles still present at the mouth of Chichester Harbour and in
Southampton Water on Dec 19
Guillemot: The number on the breeding ledges at Durlston was up to 200+ on
Dec 17 (the birds are not yet breeding but are presumably trying to reserve their
places on the ledges in advance of breeding)

Hoopoe: The bird seen on the Isle of Wight at Limerstone (between Brightstone
and Shorwell) on Oct 13 and 15, then on Nov 2, seems to be still there and was
seen again on Dec 18
Skylark: I haven't heard of any major movement in southern England so far but a
count of 864 moving over one site on the Netherlands coast on Dec 17 may
indicate the departure of large numbers from Europe. There had been a previous
movement on Nov 9 when nearly 4,000 were recorded passing two Dutch sites
(with 100 seen at Sandwich Bay on Nov 10) but that was not maintained between
then and now. Having written the above for my mid-week summary I see that on
Dec 18 one site in Holland recorded 7419 passing over and other sites there
reported smaller numbers. Over here Dec 18 brought a report of 189 passing
over Sandy Point on south Hayling and on Dec 19 Dungeness reported 80
passing over.
Swallow: Still at least one with us on Dec 13 - seen feeding low over a field near
Burgess Hill in Sussex
Waxwing: The Kent Stour Valley website has had a great photo of a Waxwing in
wintery surroundings at the top of its December news page but this seems to
have been placed there more in hope of news rather than documenting some
current sighting and a search of Lee Evans Blog finds no mention of the species the one single report is of one seen in a Gosport garden (Park Road in the
Seafield area north of Stoke Lake) on Dec 13. This shortage may soon change as
Dec 18 brought the first report (of just two birds) from a Dutch site.
Blackbird: Brian Fellows heard one singing quietly to itself in Emsworth on Dec
13 and when I mentioned this to Tony Gutteridge he told me that he had heard
one in full song a few days ago while in Edinburgh (the bird was singing after
sunset, apparently provoked by the lights and noise of a Christmas street
market). Brian also currently hears regular Song Thrush song in Emsworth with
less regular contributions from Dunnock and Great Tit while Robin, Wren,
Collared Dove and Wood Pigeon can be heard throughout the Havant area.
Since Dec 16 there have been widespread reports of increased numbers of
Blackbirds and Song Thrushes which are presumed to be migrants.
Dartford Warbler: A total of 99 were recorded in the New Forest during the bird
survey there on Dec 12 and 13 (before the snow which could, if prolonged, result
in another population crash for this species) The survey also found 80
Stonechats at a time when I would have expected most of them to have left the
heathland for the coast - perhaps that is a reflection of higher than usual
temperatures up to that date? ( The same survey last year found 49 Stonechats
on Nov 23 and 46 on Dec 21)
Yellow-browed Warbler: I saw 45 reports of this species in southern England
between Sep 15 and Nov 9 but none after that date until Dec 10 when one was in
the Scillies. This may be a result of observers becoming bored with reporting a
species that is regularly seen in their area (or my becoming bored with recording
their reports!) but I am intrigued by what has caused this lack of entries in my
database.

Siberian Chiffchaff: One seen on Dec 13 at the sewage works near Darby
Green on the Berks/Hants border
Penduline Tit: At least two were still at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Dec 12
Brown Shrike: The bird which has been in the Staines Moor area near Heathrow
airport since Oct 14 was still there on Dec 16 and seems to be surviving and
moulting
Great Grey Shrike: Lee Evans reports a lack of these birds in Britain so far this
winter with only six birds currently known to him (including one in the New Forest
which was not seen on Dec 12/13 during the regular survey designed to record
the number of these birds)
Magpie: A night roost of 144 birds was reported near Hatch Pond (Poole
Harbour) on Dec 12 making me wonder (a) what is the correct name for this
number of Magpies, and (b) if there is still a similar roost in the Denmead area
north of Portsdown - many years ago I seem to remember 170 or more birds
gathering in the north west of the Southwick Woods (around SU 656109 south of
Sheepwash Farm). Birds of Hants records a peak roost count of 277 birds near
Fleet Pond in north Hampshire in Dec 1987 - I see that roost was still used by 100
birds in Jan 2008 and that there was a roost of 40 birds at the IBM North Harbour
site in Portsmouth in Dec 2008
Brambling: Just 28 birds were found in two small flocks during the Dec 12/13
New Forest survey but Lee Evans reports a flock of 290 in Norfolk as being the
largest currently known in Britain
Twite: On Dec 3 there were 37 Twite and 14 Shorelarks on the north Norfolk
coast and there are still at least 30 Twite there. In southern England one arrived
at Sandwich Bay on Dec 16 and on Dec 17 there was a Birdguides report of five
near the Hurst spit west of Lymington.
Crossbill: These always breed early and nest in January but I was surprised to
see a report of courtship behaviour from St Leonard's Forest near Horsham on
Dec 14 when Stuart Sutton wrote on the SOS website .. "Watched a group of 10
Crossbills eating buds off a sweet chestnut. What was more interesting, was the
fact that two of the females were pulling tiny shreds of bark from the branches
and collecting them in their beaks. One had a great beakful, but then dropped it! I
then saw a male do the same thing, he then sat beside a female and gave her the
bark strips. Whilst he was proposing, there was much wing flapping from the
female, similar to what I have seen in blue tit courtship." On Dec 17 one of 10
Crossbills in Ashdown Forest was seen flying with a cone in its bill - not sure if
that was something to do with courtship.
INSECTS
Butterflies
Still three species mentioned in the latest news. Three Red Admirals were seen
together in a Portsmouth garden on Dec 10 and another was seen in a Seaford
garden on the Sussex coast on Dec 12 along with a Peacock. Also on Dec 12 a

single Comma was seen at Herstmonceux near Eastbourne but I think this was
an observation of a hibernating individual.
No moths or other insects mentioned so far this week
PLANTS
88 species seen in flower so far this month plus the colourful sight of Spindle
berries
Traveller's Joy (aka Old Man's Beard): On Dec 14 I was much surprised to see
fresh flowers just opening on a plant of this growing among shrubbery in the
grounds of the office block immediately east of Tesco's in Havant. I did not get the
impression that it was part of a recent planting and wonder if it was a bird sown
plant flourishing in the shelter of the established shrubs.
Sweet Violet: These were still flowering on Dec 19 in the entrance gateway into
the rough field on the west side of the Coastal Path immediately north of the
Hayling Oysterbeds (no sign of flowers on the Hawthorn tree a little south of this
gate and on the east of the old rail track which have flowered in several winters
but which was cut back earlier this year)
Hazel: By Dec 19 the catkins had started to open on the tree overhanging the bus
stop in the main road layby near the junction of Mill Lane with the main road at
Langstone. This is usually the first that I see but this year I found an even earlier
one on Dec 9 (no sign of Celandine flowers yet)
Trailing Bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana): This was flowering as a
garden escape at the edge of a carparking space between commercial properties
in central Havant on Dec 14
Three-cornered Leek: Also flowering in central Havant on Dec 14 although this
was probably planted in a roadside flowerbed outside the United Reformed
Church at the junction of North St and Elm Lane
OTHER WILDLIFE
Mole: On Dec 9 Brian Fellows noticed a lot of fresh tunnelling activity by
Moles at Brook Meadow in Emsworth and wrote in his web diary .. "There were
lots of fresh molehills appearing on frosty ground around Brook Meadow. I
actually watched one molehill being pushed up, something I have only ever seen
on one previous occasion on 09-Feb-05. Moles are more active during periods of
cold weather. The last period of intense Mole activity was in February 2005,
during a period of freezing temperatures and snow, when I counted over 1,000
molehills on Brook Meadow. See . . . http://www.brookmeadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-moles.html . . . There are nowhere near that
number so far, but with more cold weather forecast I shall be monitoring the
situation." I think this activity is a response to the behaviour of earthworms in the
cold weather - as in very dry weather in hot summers freezing makes the ground
too hard for the worms to penetrate it and they go deep down to where the frost
cannot penetrate (and where the Moles cannot follow them) so the Moles have to

excavate new tunnels in places where the ground is softer and worms can still be
found. I did wonder (as does Brian in his website) if the activity in February was in
response to the start of their breeding season (when the females create giant
molehills called Fortresses above their breeding chambers) but I have just had a
look at the fact sheet about Moles on the Young People's Trust for the
Environment website ( http://www.ypte.org.uk/animal/mole/143 ) which tells me
that they only breed in the period from March to May after the winter frosts are
over.
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Sat 19 Dec
Golden Plover on Hayling West Lane fields
A cycle ride from Havant to Saltmarsh Lane (just off the Coastal Path near the
southern end of the old rail track) had its highspot in a flock of perhaps 70
Golden Plover and 50 Lapwing spread out over the southern-most of the West
Lane fields immediately north of the Saltmarsh Lane area.
The only other bird interest in this outing was at the Oysterbeds where I had close
views of a male Goldeneye in the lagoon and saw around 30 Shelduck in the
outer pools north west of the lagoon. There were relatively few other birds (no
large wader roost) in this area despite my being there while the tide was still high
- the species that I noted were some 40 Redshank, at least four Shoveler, two
Teal and three Egrets plus a Heron, a Dabchick and the odd few Curlew and
Oystercatcher. A good number of Blackbirds (probably migrants) were feeding
on Hawthorns all along the track but I only saw one elusive Song Thrush.
Alongside the track passing the West Lane fields there was a magnificent display
of flowering Gorse and near the Oysterbeds Sweet Violets were out. To end the
trip I found that Hazel catkins had started to open on the regular 'early' tree
overhanging the bus stop in the main road layby close to the junction of the main
road with Mill Lane at Langstone.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 7 - 13 (WEEK 49 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Divers: In last week's Summary we commented on the relatively large number of
Great Northern Divers in Southampton Water and elsewhere along the
Hampshire and Dorset coast. Of the divers identified by species the top count of
Red-throated was 134 at Camperduin in the Netherlands on Dec 8 (Christchurch
Harbour had 13 on Dec 12). Black-throated are increasing with 3 off East Head
in Chichester Harbour on Dec 10 (and 10 off Pointe du Hoc in Normandy on Dec
12). Great Northern are still numerous but on our side of the Channel Devon has
the biggest sighting of 28 off Hope's Nose in Devon on Dec 6. In the 'diver
species' category a couple of Dutch sites set new records for this winter with
counts on Dec 8 of 1364 and 1046 mixed Divers but these were topped on Dec
11 with 2087 at Ameland in Holland. Also of interest I see that the Pacific Diver
was still at Hayle in north Cornwall on Dec 9

Great Crested Grebe: The numbers wintering along the English south coast are
increasing with the first two reports on Dec 9 of flocks of greater than 100 birds 100+ in the Solent off Titchfield Haven and Brownwich and 120 off Dungeness.
Across the Channel a Dutch site had the highest count so far with 657 on Dec 11
Little Grebe: By Dec 4 the flock on the sea off the Broadmarsh slipway had built
up to 30 birds - I wonder if there is still a similar winter flock in the east end of
Portscreek as there used to be in the 1980s?
Slavonian Grebe: The first to be reported in Chichester Harbour this winter was
on off East Head on Dec 10
Leach's Petrel: The first to be reported in December after the great wreck at the
end of November was seen on the Dutch coast on Dec 10
Shag: Reports of this species are increasing. The young bird on the Itchen at
Winchester is still there and new reports this week are of one off the Hayling
Oysterbeds, one in Portsmouth naval dockyard and two in Haslar Creek at
Gosport (all on Dec 7 and 8)
Bittern: The first to be reported at Burton Mill Pond west of Pulborough was seen
there on Dec 12
Cattle Egret: The Winkton bird in the Avon valley was there on Dec 6 and 7, and
the two at the Lymington marshes were seen on Dec 6
Glossy Ibis: The two which have been at the Dungeness RSPB reserve since
Sep 22 (when a total of 5 were there) were still present on Dec 10 (as was the
long staying Great White Egret)
Spoonbill: The number at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour went up from 15 on
Dec 5 to 17 on Dec 6 and on Dec 8 a juvenile was seen in the east of Pagham
Harbour where one was regularly seen from Oct 23 to Nov 7. On Dec 5 the
Langstone Harbour bird was on Little Binness (close to the southern seawall of
Farlington Marshes) among a flock of Avocets
Bewick's Swan: The number at Slimbridge was up to 79 on Dec 7 and 85 on Dec
9 - most recent count is 114 on Dec 12. On Dec 8 the number at Amberley Wild
Brooks was up to 9 with another 6 seen in the Pulborough Brooks reserve on Dec
11, and the number in the Blashford Lakes area near Ringwood was up to 8 on
Dec 5 (only 4 were seen on Dec 8). On Dec 11 another two were seen in passing
on the sea off Church Norton (Pagham Harbour)
Whitefront Goose: Sussex had its first of the winter when a family of 4 were
seen by the River Adur near Steyning. Elsewhere on Dec 12 Slimbridge had 236
and a Dutch site had 1192
Cackling Canada Goose: One seen at Titchfield Haven on Dec 11 has probably
been there since at least Oct 26
Barnacle Goose: A group of 5 at Titchfield Haven on Dec 11 have probably been
there since at least Oct 2

Black Brant: The first to be reported on the Lymington Marshes this winter was in
a field north of Vidle Van farm at Keyhaven on Dec 12
Red-breasted Goose: Now that the Dark-bellied Brent have started to feed on
grass at onshore sites the Red-breasted Goose which was on its own at the
Black Hill quarry (3 miles from the Exe estuary) from Oct 28 to Nov 26 has joined
the other Brent (from Dec 3) and was last reported on Dec 6 with 500 Brent on
the Exminster marshes. This pattern fits in with the previous behaviour of 'our'
Red-breasted Goose which has ended its winter visits in Chichester Harbour in
each winter from 2006/7 to 2008/9 and will hopefully be seen there again for its
fourth consecutive winter. (Thanks to Alan Lewis for pointing out that Redbreasted Goose only eats grass, not marine weeds, so is only seen with Brent
after they move from the harbours to feed on fields)
Shelduck: In 2008 the number reported in Langstone Harbour was only 190 in
December but was up to 500 in January, comparable to the figures for the past 20
years or so. This species is said to be increasing in numbers nationally but that is
not reflected in Chichester or Langstone Harbours - Birds of Hampshire gives a
table of winter maxima in Langstone Harbour (using an average of the yearly
peaks to give a figure for each 5 year period since the 1950s) and this shows us
that we could expect a peak of around 2700 in the years 1955 to 60 and 3280 in
the years 1965 to 70 but that average peak had dropped to 1468 for 1985 to 90.
Nowadays we are lucky to get a winter peak of more than 500 so it is good to see
that Jason Crook found 273 in the north of Langstone Harbour on Dec 4 this year
Green-winged Teal: The young male bird that was in the Scilly Isles at the end of
November may have moved to Slimbridge where a male was reported on Dec 6
and 9
Mallard: I was surprised to see on the Wildfowl & Wetllands Trust website,
among exhortations to adopt various duck species in a fundraising exercise for
wildfowl conservation work, a special emphasis on adopting a Mallard with the
explanation ... "Due to a dramatic decline, the mallard is now on the amber
list in the recent ‘birds of conservation concern’ report".
Pintail: This week's reports include counts 120 at Amberley Wild Brooks on Dec
9 and 200 in the Avon Valley south of Ringwood (in the Avon Tyrell farm area on
Dec 11)
Ferruginous Duck: The adult female which arrived at the Abbotsbury Swannery
on Dec 5 was still there on Dec 11
Eider: The number off Titchfield Haven this autumn had not exceeded 18 (on Oct
7) until Dec 9 when 56 were present - that had increased to 70+ on Dec 11. At
Lymington the highest count I have seen reported this autumn remains the 4 seen
on Oct 16
Long-tailed Duck: The two which have been seen sporaically in the north of
Langstone Harbour since Nov 12 were seen again on Dec 12 in the Broad Lake
area off Long Island

Surf Scoter: The female seen off Dawlish Warren in Devon on Dec 4 was still
there on Dec 6
Velvet Scoter: The single female which has been on the water off Titchfield
Haven since Dec 2 was still there on Dec 11 (on Dec 10 a flock of 68 were on the
Dutch coast)
Ruddy Duck: According to Bob Chapman the highest count at the Blashford
Lakes this winter has been 14 but on Dec 5 visiting birders from Dorset reported
21 present.
Marsh Harrier: The female at Farlington Marshes was seen again on Dec 5 and
6
Common Crane: The first report since Dec 1 (when there was a flock of 121
birds in the Netherlands) is of just 12 at a different site in the Netherlands (and
three more at another site) on Dec 12 - these may be the last to be seen here
where they have probably been pausing on their journey from eastern Europe to
Spain or north Africa for the winter
Avocet: The number at Farlington Marshes was up to 32 on Dec 5 while the
winter flock at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour was estimated to have 1000
birds on Dec 6. In north Kent there were at least 60 the Oare Marshes on Dec 9
Golden Plover: A flock of around 600 could be seen in the air above Pilsey
Island from East Head in Chichester Harbour onDec 10
Lapwing: An influx of birds from the continent brought a count of 5750 at
Sandwich Bay on Dec 4 with 4170 in the Channel Isles (Jersey) on Dec 6 and
8,000 at Slimbridge on Dec 9
Knot: A count of 25 on the mudflats off Emsworth on Dec 8 was remarkable for
that part of Chichester Harbour
Sanderling: An estimated 500 birds were at Black Point on Hayling on Dec 6
Purple Sandpiper: The number at Southsea Castle rose by one to 10 on Dec 9
Black-tailed Godwit: Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour had an estimated 1500
on Dec 6 but there are very few now reported in Chichester or Langstone
Harbours from where the birds seem to have moved inland (on Dec 4 Jason
Crook saw just 4 in the whole of the Broadmarsh/Farlington Marshes area). The
last large counts in Chichester Harbour were of 330 near Bosham and 112 at
Emsworth, both at the end of October whereas there were 345 at Amberley Wild
Brooks (north of the Downs in the Arun valley) on Dec 1. The Lymington
marshes, however, still had 422 on Dec 5. One suggestion that was new to me is
that the 1500 birds reported at Brownsea Island on Dec 6 had flown to feed in the
Avon valley south of Ringwood on Dec 11 - looking at the map I see that the
distance between these two points if just under 20km (or 12 miles) which would
be no problem to these strong flyers. The distance from Chichester Harbour to
Pulborough Brooks is some 30 km or 18 miles.

Whimbrel: There are usually two at least wintering on the west side of Thorney
Island though none have been reported there this winter (last count was of 6 on
Oct 4 when passage birds were still around). Maybe they have moved a little
north as one was seen off Northney on Hayling on Dec 5 and one was on the
shore west of Emsworth on Dec 9. Another wintering Whimbrel was seen at the
north end of Southampton Water (near the Eling Tide Mill) on Dec 12
Spotted Redshank: The 'famous' Nore Barn bird near Emsworth was still present
on Dec 9 - another wintering bird in Chichester Harbour was seen in the
Fishbourne Channel in Dec 10
Common Sandpiper: One or more usually winter in the Hermitage
Stream/Budds Farm area at Havant but I had not seen any reports from there for
this winter until two were seen on Dec 10 (possibly the same two which I saw
there on Sep 8 and assumed to be migrants)
Spotted Sandpiper: The Test valley bird was still at Lower Brook on Dec 10 and
the Topsham bird in Devon was present on Dec 7 at least
Grey Phalarope: The last reports I know of for the bird at Amberley Wild Brooks
and at Lymington were both on Dec 6 - the only report since then is of one on the
French coast near Calais on Dec 10
Caspian Gull: One was seen in the Blashford Lakes area near Ringwood on Dec
12 and thought to be the same bird that wintered there last year.
Glaucous Gull: The only two reports I am aware of for this winter so far are of
one at Sennen in Cornwall on Dec 6 after one in Holland on Oct 17
Sandwich Tern: On Dec 6 there were two in the mouth of Chichester Harbour, at
least two in Poole Harbour and one at Gosport. On Dec 4 at least three were
fishing in the north of Langstone Harbour. These are definitely wintering birds but
I see that across the Channel at Ouistreham in Normandy there were still 117
birds on Dec 10 - are they all staying on?
Feral Pigeon: These birds do not often get into the news but I was surprised to
hear of a flock of 300 at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth - I suspect this may have
something to do with the Portsmouth City Rangers liberally feeding the 'wildfowl'
there (not sure if they still do this)
Stock Dove: In Romsey a pair had a nest with eggs on Dec 6
Ring-necked Parakeet: I was aware of a large roost of these at Esher Rugby
Club gounds in London (and probably at other places around the city) but I was
not aware that there is a regular roost of around 4000 birds at Ashford Hospital in
Kent until it was mentioned by Lee Evans on Dec 10
Short-eared Owl: Plenty of these around recently but I had not heard of any in
Langstone Harbour until I read Jason Crook's Blog for Dec 4 in which he says he
watched one for some time near the Point on Farlington Marshes but that it then
flew out over the harbour and did not stay.

Swallow: Latest reports so far are of one at Truro in Cornwall on Dec 6 after one
in the Sussex Adur valley on Dec 5, followed by two more in Cornwall on Dec 7
and one there on Dec 11
Red-throated Pipit: After several reports in Sep and Oct (and one 'possible' at
Durlston on Nov 2) we have had to wait until Dec 4 for the next (seen in the
Scillies)
Dunnock: Song heard on the Isle of Wight and at Emsworth on Dec 6 and 8
respectively
Black Redstart: One was again seen on Hayling at the east end of the Eastoke
Promenade (adjacent to Sandy Point reserve) on Dec 8
Ring Ouzel: These are wintering at two widely separated sites in Devon - two
birds at Beer Head near the Dorset border and two more at Plymouth - reported
on Dec 8 and 7 respectively
Blackbird: One was heard attempting to sing on the Isle of Wight on Dec 6
Song Thrush: These started to sing (in Emsworth and at Durlston) on Dec 2 and
by Dec 9 three could be heard singing in the Brook Meadow area at Emsworth
Dartford Warbler: One had been seen in the Point Field at Farlington Marshes
on Dec 2 and two were there on Dec 4 (male and female).
Long-tailed Tit: These seem to be widespread in good numbers at the moment
but I was surprised by a report of 80 at Christchurch Harbour on Dec 9
Willow Tit: One had been among a Tit flock at Horsham on Nov 29 and now
there is another definite report of two birds heard in the West Dean Woods (north
of Chichester) on Dec 12
Great Grey Shrike: Two new birds were reported on Dec 10 - one at the Pannel
Valley near Rye in East Kent and another at Holmsley Bog in the New Forest
where the only previous report this winter was of one at Buckherd Bottom (around
7 km north west of Holmsley Bog) on Nov 7
House Sparrow: A pair apparently had an active nest in an artificial House Martin
nest box in the Fawley area of the New Forest on Dec 6
Common (= Mealy) Redpoll: One at Durlston on Dec 10 was only the second I
know of in southern England this winter (the first was cuaght and ringed at
Sandwich Bay on Nov 4)
Hawfinch: We have heard of these in the New Forest and at Romsey this winter
and we now have the first report from another regular wintering spot - the West
Dean Woods north of Chichester - where 7 were seen on Dec 12
Rustic Bunting: One reported in the Scillies on Nov 30 - third report for the year
after one in East Sussex on Apr 28 and a probable in Cornwall on Sep 26
Corn Bunting: On Dec 9 there were 15 at Cheesefoot Head (east of
Winchester), on Dec 10 there were 20 there and on Dec 11 the report was of 30

Escapes: On Dec 12 falconers were flying four Golden Eagles in the Ibworth
area north west of Basingstoke - they were said to be trying to catch Hares with
them
INSECTS
Butterflies

Large White: One reportedly seen in the Longwood Warren area
east of Winchester on Dec 10 (this is the first reported anywhere
since Nov 2)
Red Admiral: 8 reports between Dec 4 and 10 with sightings in both
Hampshire and Sussex
Peacock: Just two reports - one near Lewes on Dec 6 and another at
Dungeness on Dec 8
Comma: Second hand news of one seen on Browndown at Gosport
on Dec 10

Moths
Moths seen so far in December include the Diamond-backed moth,
Blastobasis lacticolella, Light Brown Apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana),
December moth (the first for this winter seen at two separate sites on Dec 8),
Winter Moth (more than 100 of these at Horsham on Dec 9), Feathered Thorn,
Mottle Umber, The Satellite and Dark Chestnut. Only the December Moth was
new but the list shows that quite a few species are still on the wing
Other Insects
Single Yellow Dung Flies have been seen on Hogweed flowers in
Brook Meadow at Emsworth (where there are no cowpats and the
flies are not normally found) between Nov 27 and Dec 5 - more
surprisingly the number of these flies had risen to five, seen together,
on Dec 9

Picture Wing fly species: One of the Tephritidae (Picture-Winged)
Flies has been present on the inside of one of my house windows for
more than two weeks. At first I thought it had died but since then I
have several times seen it walking slowly across the glass, and when
disturbed it flies weakly.
Rosemary leaf beetle (Chrysolina americana): One of these had
been found in the Rye area on Oct 24 and I then learnt that the
species was new to the UK in 1994 and is now spreading in Kent.
Dec 7 brings a further report of the first to be found at Dungeness
though it is not clear if the insect was active or hibernating (the report
came from Swan Cottage at Dungeness)
PLANTS
To date I have recorded 77 wild plant species flowering in December
Hairy Bittercress: One plant flowering in Havant on Dec 11
Blackthorn: Blossom could still be seen on the shoreline bushes at Nore Barn
(Emsworth) on Dec 10

Hawthorn: A single tree at Stockheath in Leigh Park (Havant) had blossom on
Dec 9 - see my Diary entry re Glastonbury Thorn
Tamarisk: Two of the many trees lining the Warblington Farm shoreline still had
shreds of blossom on Dec 10
Hazel: Most surprising find this week was a Hazel tree with catkins open for
flowering near the A27 in Havant on Dec 9
Dog's Mercury: The fresh new plants which I had found flowering in Pook Lane
on Nov 26 could still be found on Dec 10
Hogweed: No surprise that this is flowering but I have noticed that the pink
flowered form is more prevalent in winter and am wondering if it is caused low
temperature or lack of light.
Docks: Both Curled-leaf and Broad-leaf Docks are still in flower
Strawberry Tree: Still flowering at Slipper Road in Emsworth on Dec 8
Intermediate Periwinkle: Still flowering around the Havant Health Centre on Dec
9
Black Nightshade: A small plant will had flowers by the Hayling Billy trail in he
Langstone area on Dec 12
Water Figwort: Still in full flower by the Hermitage stream at Bedhampton,
possibly as a result of warm water running into the stream from the underground
springs at the Bedhampton Water Works
Hybrid Water Speedwell: Also in fresh flower at the same Bedhampton site
Creeping Thistle: Just one plant seen flowering in Havant in December (on Dec
9)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: Just one seen off Portland on Dec 10
Harbour Porpoise: 15 at one Dutch coastal site on Dec 8 and 17 at another site
that day. These are the first reports of Porpoise that I have seen since one was
washed up dead on the Rye Harbour shore on June 28 (and looking back to Feb
11 this year I see that was when one was beached near the Hayling Oysterbeds
and died there soon after it was first seen.
Hare: In the 'Escapes' section of Bird News I have an item describing how one
birder driving through lanes northwest of Basingstoke this week came on a party
of people hunting Hares with Golden Eagles (four of the Eagles were seen)

Marsh Frog: The croaking of at least one of these Frogs in the Oare Marshes
area (near Faversham in Kent) on Dec 9 suggests that their thoughts are turning
to breeding
Newts: The first Common Newts to return to a garden pond were seen at
Northiam near Hastings on Nov 24 with others seen on Portsdown on Nov 29.
Dec 9 brought the first sighting of a Palmate Newt, also at Northiam. Another
item of information about Newts was posted on the Rye Bay website by Brian
Banks on Dec 8 - Great Crested Newts are a protected species which you must
not handle or disturb without a licence but people are positively encouraged to
detect and report their presence using a bottle trap. Such a trap is made by
cutting off the top of a plastic drinks bottle and inverting the cut off cone into the
bottom part of the bottle. You then immerse this in your pond and the inquisitive
Newts swim up into the bottle where you can see them before releasing them
back into the water. Sadly another protected species, Water Shrew, has the
same inquisitive nature and gets into the water filled bottle but cannot get out and,
unlike the Newts, Shrews are air breathers and regularly drown in these traps.
Brian Banks comments .. "So, we have a situation where it is actually illegal to
trap shrews in case you kill them, but legislation that protects the newt requires
bottle trap surveys." Brian goes on .. "This prompted some thought on alternative,
safer traps, and the design that I have ended up using appears at first sight
counter-intuitive. The trap is made in the same way, but has an escape hole cut
at it’s end, located just above the water surface. This not only provides air for the
newts, but is intended as an escape route for any captured shrews. This is on the
assumption that water shrews swim with part of their body above the water
surface and will therefore find it easier to escape than a newt below the water
surface. The results over the past two survey seasons have been pleasing. In 874
tests, comparing old and new traps in paired trials, we have drowned no water
shrews in the new traps, and they seem to be only slightly less effective at
capturing great crested newt."
Fungi: The only new addition to the list this week is a report of Scarlet Hood
Waxcap (Hygrocybe coccinea) at Durlston on Dec 11 - for some reason this
species is also called the 'Righteous toadstool'. Well worth having a look a picture
at http://www.mykoweb.com/CAF/species/Hygrocybe_coccinea.html
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 7 - 13 (WEEK 49 OF 2009)
Wed 9 Dec
The first Hazel catkin open and Hawthorn in flower
This afternoon I set out if the odd Hawthorn tree which has flowered in more
than one past December had any flowers this year and it did. The tree is near
the east bank of the Hermitage Stream in the Stockheath area of Leigh Park at
SU 71106-07337. The tree itself can be seen on the Google Satellite view
presented by the 'Where's the Path' website but if you do not have access to that
the best way to find it is to start from Stockheath Lane a little north of its junction
with Barncroft Way and follow the tarmac path north following the line of the

stream, passing through a metal barrier and continuing until you reach a cross
path and the path you are on ceases to be tarmac and goes under a huge pipe
which you would have to stoop to get under. Go to, but not under, this pipe and
turn left (towards the stream) and the tree is then immediately in front of you but
mixed up with others forming a tall hedge line running beside the pipe. You'll
probably have to use binoculars to look up to the tips of the branches of this
Hawthorn in order to check that what look like a few clusters of flowers on this
more or less leafless tree are flowers (I saw two clusters with flowers having
petals!).
I'm not sure why this tree flowers out of season - it may just be an aberration, it
may be that the tree was originally obtained by Havant Council (when planting up
the area) from a foreign source and has a different biological calendar built into its
genes, or it may be an example of the variant of Hawthorn called the
Glastonbury Thorn which you can read about at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glastonbury_Abbey#Glastonbury_Thorn (there you
will find a lengthy and fascinating article whose first paragraph reads - "A
specimen of common Hawthorn found at Glastonbury, first mentioned in an early
sixteenth century anonymous metrical 'Lyfe of Joseph of Arimathea', was unusual
in that it flowered twice in a year, once as normal on "old wood" in spring, and
once on "new wood" (the current season's matured new growth) in the winter.
This flowering of the Glastonbury Thorn in mild weather just past midwinter was
accounted miraculous."
This is not the only local example of this winter flowering Hawthorn that I have
come across as there was a cluster of the trees on the south side of the IBM Lake
at Portsmouth North Harbour (south of the earth mound near the east end of the
buildings on the north side).
Before reaching this site I passed the Havant Health Centre where lots of
Intermediate Periwinkle is currently flowering in the hedge bottom around the
southern boundary of the site (seen best from outside the area). Later in the trip I
visited the overflow sluice from the Bedhampton Springs (Water Works) where
the water runs into the Hermitage Stream, and found both Hybrid Water
Speedwell and Water Figwort still flowering and on my way home along the
cycle way beside the A27 north of Langstone Technology Park one Hazel tree
had catkins overhanging the path - among them at least two had started to
open and were 'in flower'. When nearly home I saw my first Camellias
flowering in a Grove Road garden (they did not go down as wild flowers!)
Also noted on this trip were a couple of instances of Collared Doves singing - I
have not heard them for some time but I would be less surprised to hear of them
nesting than I was today to read in the HOS News of one person having a pair of
Stock Doves currently having a nest with two fresh eggs in the Romsey area
and another with an active House Sparrow nest in an artificial House Martin
nest on his home in the Fawley area of the New Forest border.
Mention of the New Forest reminds me that some readers of these notes may
not be aware of a new book about the Forest which they would appreciate as a
Christmas present. It is called 'Flowers of the Forest' by Clive Chatters who is

now chairman of the New Forest National Park committee but still remains a
senior member of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust staff. To find out more go to the
publisher's website at http://www.wildguides.co.uk/ - it is priced at £24-95 but they
are currently offering a 10% discount on all their publications
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 30 - DEC 6 (WEEK 48 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: On Dec 1 Portland reported 7 of these but that day two sites
on the French coast had far bigger numbers -Ouistreham had 117 and Pointe du
Hoc had 200
Black-throated Diver: Only four reports of singles, one of them off Selsey Bill on
Nov 30 and another off Titchfield Haven on Dec 4
Great-Northern Diver: On Dec 2 there were thought to be ten different birds in
Southampton Water and there are at least two currently in Langstone Harbour.
Quite a few others have been reported along the Hampshire coast but are
generally mobile. Across the Channel 11 were at a site in Jersey on Dec 3
Pacific Diver: Still being seen in the Hayle estuary (north Cornwall) up to Dec 3
(with a possible sighting in Mounts Bay on Dec 4)
Great Crested Grebe: Winter flocks are now starting to form on the sea - on Dec
1 there was a large number (possibly as many as 50) seen in Langstone Harbour
from the South Moors shore and on Dec 2 a flock of around 30 had formed on the
sea off Bournemouth and another 35 were in the mouth of Southampton Water.
By Dec 4 there were 90 off the Brownwich Cliffs just west of Titchfield Haven
(these may move up Southampton Water to roost at night off Hythe where 84
were seen early on Dec 5)
Red-necked Grebe: Reports of one in Studland Bay (Dorset) on Dec 1 and one
off Titchfield Haven on Dec 2 and 3 were not unexpected but one at Pulborough
Brooks on Nov 30 was. On Dec 4 there were 2 across the Channel in the Calais
area and on Dec 5 one was off Dungeness
Slavonian Grebe: On Nov 29 one was off Lee-on-the-Solent and on Nov 30 two
were in Portland Harbour. On Dec 1 one was seen from Selsey Bill, three were off
the Lymington Marshes and one was off Christchurch Harbour. On Dec 2 one
was in the north of Langstone Harbour and one in Studland Bay (Dorset) while 8
were off Ouistreham in Normandy across the Channel. On Dec 3 two were in the
north of Langstone Harbour (with one still there on Dec 5 when Marcus Ward
reported up to five off the Lymington marshes)
Black-necked Grebe: On Dec 2 nine were off Ouistreham and ten were in
Studland Bay and on Dec 4 at least six were in Langstone Harbour and 15 were
in or near Poole Harbour

Storm Petrel: These normally winter in the southern Atlantic so one at
Christchurch Harbour on Nov 29 was unexpected (there have also been several
singles seen of west country coasts)
Leach's Petrel: These do winter in the Atlantic in our latitudes but are not
normally seen from our coasts except when driven there by storms such as the
winds which brought around 650 to the Portland/Weymouth area on Nov 29 with
smaller numbers all along the south coast. More than a dozen were off
Ovingdean (Brighton), 15 were seen at Milford on Sea, 10 at Lee-on-the-Solent, 5
off Sandy Point (Hayling) and ones and twos were at many other places
(including one inland at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood). One report is of up
to 2000 being seen off the French coast in a 3 hour period on Nov 29 but on Nov
30 at least 126 were at French coastal sites in the Bay of Biscay. One sad feature
of this wreck is that wherever they appeared they were attacked (and many
killed) by gulls as well as more understandably by Peregrines.
Cormorant: During November more than 100 were roosting on a derelict metal
structure at what had once been an RAF station at Hythe on the edge of
Southampton Water (with hundreds of Dunlin using abandoned barges offshore
as a high tide roost). These structures are now being removed by new owners of
the site.
Shag: Another myth was dispelled on Nov 30 when a first winter Shag appeared
on the River Itchen in Winchester and allowed birders to get with six meters
without disturbing it - before this I had always thought that Shags are only seen
on the sea and never come inland. Further disproof comes from David Thelwell
who saw one on the Test north of Mottisfont when looking for the Spotted
Sandpiper in the period Nov 23 to 26
Cattle Egret: When I saw that one had been seen on the Lymington marshes on
Nov 28 I suggested that the bird which had been in the Avon Valley at Winkton
(just north of Christchurch) had moved to Lymington but it was back at Winkton
on Nov 29 and has since then made a brief re-appearance at Lymington on Dec
1. It was seen again at Winkton on Dec 5 when Marcus Ward reported that 'the
Cattle Egrets' were still present (but elusive) in the Lymington area - I assume he
was referring to the two birds which were regularly reported there throughout
October.
Great White Egret: The bird at the Dungeness RSPB reserve was still present in
Dec 5. (No reports from the Blashford Lakes since Nov 14)
Glossy Ibis: The two long staying birds were at the Dungeness RSPB reserve up
to Dec 5 (on Dec 1 a single Ibis was seen at the Oare Marshes near Faversham
in north Kent)
Spoonbill: One was again reported at Farlington Marshes in Langstone Harbour
on Dec 2. Maybe it has been hiding out on the RSPB islands since it was first
seen there on Nov 15 but I have only seen one other report of it at Farlington on
Nov 22. In Dorset there were regular sightings of up to 17 birds in Poole Harbour
but there were not reports there from Nov 8 to Nov 28 when 11 were reported on Dec 5 that number had increased to 15

Bewick's Swan: A family of three was at Ibsley in the Avon Valley on Nov 16 and
17 but then seemed to have moved to Slimbridge where the count went up by
three on Nov 18. Maybe that was a wrong assumption as a family of three has
again been seen in the Ibsley area on Nov 29 (and they could have been there all
along, hidden among the Mute Swans feeding in places where birders could not
easily see them). On Dec 4 two additional juveniles were reported there (giving a
count of 5). The count at Slimbridge was up to 67 by Dec 2 after the overnight
arrival of 21 extra birds and on Dec 5 two family groups (total of 7 birds) were
new on the Henfield levels by the R Adur (11 had turned up at a Dutch site on
Dec 4)
Whooper Swan: The two adults which seemingly use the Ivy Lake at Chichester
as a night roost (moving to an unknown site during the day) were seen at Ivy
Lake at 8:30 am on Dec 5
Whitefront Geese: None of these to be seen in the Avon valley (where a winter
flock of around 1500 could be found in the late 1960s but by 1995 the peak count
there was 87, then 47 in 2000 but only 13 in 2001 and 8 in 2002 after which any
birds seen have been casuals). Slimbridge still has regular wintering birds and the
number there was up to 156 on Dec 2. (Over on the continent Oct 14 saw the
arrival of 1900 at one site and 2852 at another.)
Brent Goose: Following my first sighting of these geese feeding on farm fields at
Warblington (400 there on Nov 27) I see the first mention of them on fields in
Sussex - 56 at Climping (east of Bognor) on Dec 1
Red-breasted Goose: The bird at the Black Hill Quarry site in Devon (which
arrived there on Oct 28) was still there on Nov 26 with no mention of any other
wildfowl at this inland site (3 miles east of the Exe estuary) making it much more
likely to be a plastic escapee. However it was reported on Dec 3 and 4 to be
associating with Brent at the RSPB Bowling Green Marsh site beside the Exe
estuary - this behaviour of 'keeping itself to itself' for some time after arrival ties in
with its behaviour in the autumn of 2008 when Alan Lewis told us that it only eats
grass and not marine weed so, until the Brent abandoned the harbours and
moved onto grassland, it was not seen with them (though it did at times associate
with Canada Geese). I still hope this is 'our bird' back for its fourth winter and that
it will return to Chichester Harbour before long.
Shelduck: The number of these is now reaching its winter peak - the Dec 5
WeBS count recorded 101 in the south west of Portsmouth Harbour off Priddy's
Hard - strangely two Avocets were swimming with them.
Gadwall: 157 were on Dogmersfield Lake to the west of Fleet in north Hampshire
on Dec 3
Green-winged Teal: One was seen in Hampshire on Feb 22 and 23 at Lymington
and another has been in the Scillies from Nov 23 to 29.
Pintail: Slimbridge had 110 present on Nov 14 and Pulborough Brooks had 140
on Nov 23 but most sites in southern England are missing out on the large

numbers being reports on the north coast of France at Ouistreham in Normandy
where 1293 were seen on Dec 1 with 1017 there on Dec 2
Ferruginous Duck: The first to arrive in southern England this winter without
being designated as a hybrid was at Abbotsbury Swannery on Dec 5 - it was said
to be a first winter bird
Scaup: A single female was seen passing Selsey on Nov 30 but it seems to have
flown on to Dorset where the five at the Abbotsbury Swannery increased to six on
Dec 1. By Dec 4 there were more than 8 at Abbotsbury and another 2 in Poole
Harbour.
Long-tailed Duck: One was seen in Langstone Harbour on Nov 15 but seem to
move to Chichester Harbour on Nov 16 (and has not been seen there since that
day). Now two have been seen in the Chalkdock area of Langstone Harbour on
Dec 2 and 4. Three others have been in Poole Harbour from Nov 28 to Dec 4 at
least
Velvet Scoter: A single female or immature bird was off Titchfield Haven on Dec
2
Surf Scoter: First report for this winter is of a female off Dawlish Warren in Devon
on Dec 4 - it was last seen there on Mar 29. Up to two birds of this species have
wintered off the south coast in recent years - mainly in the west country but they
have been recorded in the Brighton area and in 2006 one made a brief visit to
Langstone Harbour on Dec 18 before moving to south Devon
Velvet Scoter: There seems to have been an influx bringing 41 to Ouistreham on
the Normandy coast on Dec 1. On Dec 2 one was off Titchfield Haven (seen
again there on Dec 5) and on Dec 4 there were two in Mounts Bay (Cornwall)
Goldeneye: Two were unexpectedly seen on the inland water of Anglesey Lake
in Gosport, together with 28 Mergansers, on Nov 29. By Dec 5 there were more
than 20 in Langstone Harbour and at least 6 in Portsmouth Harbour
Smew: The first to reach the English south coast was at Dungeness on Dec 1
and by Dec 3 there were 8 there
Red-breasted Merganser: Numbers are now building up along our coast - in
addition to the 28 at Gosport on Nov 29 another 40 were seen off Selsey Bill on
Nov 30. Across the Channel Ouistreham in Normandy had 115 on Dec 2 with 134
off Jersey on Dec 5. Langstone Harbour had at least 40 on Dec 4 and Portsmouth
Harbour had 37 off Priddy's Hard on Dec 5 (with quite a few more around the
Gosport area)
Goosander: 8 were on a New Forest pond near Slufters Inclosure (Fritham area)
- these are probably based at the Blashford Lakes, roosting there by night and
moving out to feed on various New Forest waters each day.
Ruddy Duck: Phil Budd tells us that a female had been resident on the IBM Lake
at Porstmouth for some time before he saw it on Nov 20 (no information as to
whether it is still there). 8 were at the Blashford Lakes on Dec 5 (12 there on Nov
1)

Red Kite: Four were soaring (with numerous Buzzards) on thermals above the
West Dean Woods (north of Chichester) on Dec 3
Marsh Harrier: A female was again seen at Farlington Marshes on Dec 2 and 4
Merlin: Quite a few of these are now around but of local interest two observers
saw a male hunting over the RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour on Dec 4
Common Crane: A report of 121 at a Belgian site on Dec 1 sent me to find out a
little more about the movements and status of Cranes in Europe. I was aware
that a very small number are year round residents of East Anglia and the BTO
website tells me that they first bred there in 1981 and that there are currently no
more than four breeding pairs (35 birds were present in the 2006/7 winter). I was
also aware that large numbers migrate across northern Europe and I find that the
Bird Guides site says .. "Birds from Scandinavia and the Baltic winter mainly in
Spain and Portugal having rested in large numbers in Germany and France" .. so
I guess the current flock is 'just resting' despite the late date and will move on to
Spain or north Africa.
Avocet: Ten or eleven were to be seen at Farlington Marshes in early November,
increasing to 21 on Nov 12 and now to 26 on Dec 2
Sanderling: 240 were on the Eastney shore (Portsmouth side of Langstone
Harbour entrance) on Dec 3
Little Stint: One was at Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Dec 5 (a Jack
Snipe had been seen there on Dec 3)
Black-tailed Godwit: On Nov 26 a count of around 245 in the Amberley Wild
Brooks area just south of Pulborough Brooks was said to be the highest ever
count for that part of the Arun Valley. Now, on Dec 1, there is a count of 345
there. Unsurprisingly the number of birds in Chichester Harbour has dropped off
considerably but there were still 422 in the Lymington area on Dec 5 with another
50 in Christchurch Harbour that day. On Dec 3 around 185 which are presumably
feeding in the Avon Valley were roosting at the Blashford Lakes and another 72
were in the Yarmouth (IoW) area that day
Whimbrel: One was in the Chichester Harbour Fishbourne Channel on Dec 3
and another was seen off Northney (Hayling) on Dec 5
Spotted Redshank: The regular Emsworth Nore Barn bird was still there on Dec
4 at least and another was at the Havant Budds Farm Pools that day - maybe the
latter was the one which has roosted with Redshank at the Hayling Oysterbeds in
previous winters but has not been reported there so far this winter). Six of these
birds are currently on the Lymington marshes.
Green Sandpiper: On Dec 1 I heard one flying over the Langstone South Moors
and on Dec 4 one was in that area seen from Budds Mound
Common Sandpiper: On Dec 5 one was seen on the saltings off Northney
marina (north Hayling)

Spotted Sandpiper: The identity of the bird on the Test at Lower Brook House
(just north of Mottisfont) was finally confirmed on Nov 26, a week after it was first
seen on Nov 20. It remains there to Dec 4 at least. Another current bird has been
at Topsham on the Exe estuary in Devon up to Dec 4 since around Nov 7
Grey Phalarope: Several were seen among the great wreck of Leach's Petrels
on Nov 29 and one has remained on the Lymington marshes to Dec 5 at least, as
has the bird on a flooded field at Amberley Wild Brooks, but there have been no
reports of the Badminston Common bird in the New Forest since Nov 30
Pomarine Skua: One was off Selsey Bill on Nov 30 but doesn't count towards
next years Pom King title
Little Gull: We have had few of these along the English side of the Channel
compared to the high number on the French side but on Nov 30 Dungeness had
230 (though Pointe du Hoc in France had 581 on Nov 29 and Ouistreham in
Normandy had 429 on Dec 1)
Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport Cockle Pond bird was still there on Dec 5
Kittiwake: A big westerly movement down the English Channel resulted in a
count of 1400 passing Portland on Nov 29 (with 541 at Dungeness, 350+ at
Christchurch Harbour and 156 off Selsey that day)
Sandwich Tern: Still 86 at Ouistreham on the Normandy coast of Nov 30 and 19
off Jersey on Dec 5. Five wintering birds were in Southampton Water on Dec 3
and other recent reports have been of 1 in Studland Bay on Dec 1, 2 in
Langstone Harbour on Dec 2, 1 off Nore Barn at Emsworth on Dec 4 and 2 in
Gosport on Dec 5
Common Tern: One seen at Pendeen in Cornwall on Nov 29
Auks: On Nov 30 Dungeness had 485 and Cap Gris Nez had 1886
Razorbill: On Dec 1 Gatteville in Normandy recorded 5025 Razorbill and 203
Guillemots
Black Guillemot: One had been seen of Cap Gris-Nez on Oct 3 but the first
Tysties in southern England were one in Plymouth Sound (Devon) on Dec 4 and
another in Gorran Haven (Cornwall) on Dec 5
Little Auk: On Nov 29 one was seen near Brighton and two or three at Portland.
Singles were seen off Devon on Dec 2 and 4 and on Dec 5 one was swimming in
shallow flood water over grassland at Lymington
Wood Pigeon: Passage is beginning to ease off but Nov 29 saw a count of 4267
passing over a Belgian site and Dec 1 brought a count of 1575 going over
Durlston in Dorset. By Dec 4 Portland only had 50 heading south.
Short-eared Owl: There seems to have been a recent influx with one coming in
at Selsey on Nov 30, then three separate singles on Dec 1 at Climping (east of
Bognor), Newhaven, and Chichester Harbour (flying from Wittering to Thorney
Island)

Kingfisher: The first frosts have brought more Kingfishers to the coast. On Nov
30 one was perched on the edge of Portsmouth Harbour at the foot of the
Spinnaker Tower and on Dec 1 I saw two separate birds in the Langstone South
Moors area (both were seen again by Brian Fellows on Dec 4). No sightings at
Langstone Mill Pond yet (though John Goodspeed reports seeing one flying up
the 'Lymebourne Stream' on Nov 30 - I think he means the Langbrook stream
running up the east side of the South Moors at the end of Mill Lane but he may
mean the Lymbourne Stream which goes inland from Langstone Mill Pond to the
Lymbourn Road just east of the East Street bridge over the old Billy Line in
Havant)
Swallow: Latest sightings have been at Brighton on Nov 29, at Sway near New
Milton on Nov 30 and in the Studland Bay area on Dec 2. The latest so far was
over the Henfield Levels by the R Adur on Dec 5 (with newly arrived Bewick's
Swans)
Water Pipit: A few more are now being seen on the south coast - on Dec 4 one
was at Christchurch Harbour and by Dec 5 there were 'several' on the Lymington
shore
Dunnock: Durlston reported song there on Dec 2 and I heard brief bursts of song
from two separate birds in Havant on Dec 4 - if the weather improves these
should be heard frequently from now on.
Black Redstart: These are too common to report all sightings but I was
interested to see on Dec 3 that one had been happily living for three days within
one of the huge commercial greenhouses in the Runcton area near Chichester
and was welcome for its help in reducing unwanted insect numbers.
Blackbird: Brian Fellows heard one in sub-song at Emsworth on Dec 2 - this will
probably be heard once or twice more before regular song starts at the beginning
of February
Song Thrush: Brian Fellows also heard two of these singing in Ensworth on Dec
2 (with more partial song there on Dec 5) and Durlston reported one singing there
that day - they should now be starting regular song
Redwing: On Nov 28 a second attempt was made to count the number of
Redwing coming to roost at a site in the New Forest where the first attempt on
Nov 22 indicated a total 40,000 or more. The second attempt only recorded
10,885 birds but we now know that the site is the Holly Hatch woodland south
west of Fritham
Willow Tit: This species seems to be effectively extinct in Hampshire and is now
rare in other southern counties but one was definitely heard and seen at
Warnham (Horsham) on Nov 29 - it was in a mixed Tit flock which included a
couple of Marsh Tits for comparison
Blue Tit: On Dec 2 I was amused to see one on a scaffolding tower in my garden
exploring the open end of a short steel tube strengthing the stability of the tower.
The bird then disappeared to re-appear about a minute later at the other end of
the tube - I hope it found a spider or two inside. This reminded me of a Great Tit

which disappeared from my view while during a bird census in Warblington
cemetery some years ago - it had gone down a plastic tube used to water the
roots of a newly planted tree and the tit had made an underground nest down it.
Rook: On Dec 4 a flock of 200 was feeding in a stubble field at Keyhaven
(Lymington)
Chaffinch: Song reported to have been heard at Durlston on Dec 2
Bullfinch: I was very pleased to come across one near Fort Widley on Portsdown
on Dec 3 - I found several last January with one more on Feb 14 but since then I
have only had one (on Oct 8) before this one
Hawfinch: 4 were back at their winter site in Romsey (by the canal at the end of
Mercer's Way) on Nov 29
INSECTS
No dragonflies this week and only two butterflies - two sightings of a Red
Admiral in East Sussex on Dec 1 and 4, and one Peacock in north Hampshire
on Nov 28 plus one in East Sussex on Dec 4
Moths have only two reports - on Dec 3 Portland reported that the catch in their
moth trap was down to two moths (one being the common Rusty-dot Pearl) and
on Dec 4 the Planet Thanet has news of the emergence of a Bramble Leaf
Miner (Stigmella aurella) indoors - outdoors it would probably have waited until
April or May.
Other insects have two more interesting reports - on Nov 28 two birders taking a
coffee break in north Kent were surprised when an unspecified Tortoise Beetle
species flew in and landed on their warm flask.
Then, on Dec 1, Brian Fellows was surprised to find a Yellow Dung Beetle on
the flowerhead of a Hogweed Plant in Brook Meadow at Emsworth - almost
certainly the same lone insect that he had seen there on Nov 27 and presumably
still waiting (like the Garden Cross Spider which has spent the past two months
on a web inside a window of his house demonstrating how long it can remain
motionless waiting for food to get caught in its web) for some smaller insect to
land on the same Hogweed umbel so that the Dung Fly can pounce on it and
eat it.
PLANTS
The final total of plant species known to me to be flowering during
November came out at 122. If we escape a serious period of frost in December I
will not be surprised if the December total also tops 100 - it is already up to 60
species by Dec 5
White Mustard (Sinapis alba): I found several plants of this still having flowers
and seeds (but little in the way of leaves) around the edges of a cabbage crop on
Portsdown on Dec 3 giving me not only a tick for December flowering but also a
year tick for me (I cannot remember coming across this plant anywhere before!)

Rose Campion (Lychnis coronaria): This species flowers freely as an
established garden escape on the Sinah Common shore south of the Hayling Golf
Club and has been there since at least 1985. I'm pretty sure that none of the
plants there are still flowering in that exposed situation but one plant which
flowered from July to October by the Water Wheel on the Langbrook Stream
(immediately north of the A27 near the Langstone roundabout), and which then
seemed totally dead, had several fresh flowers on Dec 1
Black Medick: This common species could still be found flowering in the Havant
Rail Station carpark on Dec 2
Dog Rose: After several finds of this flowering in November I was greeted by a
single flower on Dec 1 at the mouth of the Langbrook stream where it meets
Langstone Harbour in the South Moors area
Creeping Cinquefoil: A couple of flowers seen in the Havant Eastern Road
cemetery on Dec 2
Sun Spurge: This was not on my November list but I found a fresh plant with
'flowers' in the Havant New Lane allotments on Dec 2
Fools Parsley: This also was not found in November but on Dec 1 I found a
couple of well grown plants flowering by the Billy Trail in the Langstone area
Burnet Saxifrage: Several flowering plant in the Eastern Road cemetery on Dec
2 and a lot more on Portsdown on Dec 4
Common Toadflax: Durlston reported this in flower on Dec 5
Small Scabious: A small collection of this was flowering by the roadside on
Portsdown on Dec 3
Redshank: Found flowering for the first time during November on Nov 28 by the
Lavant/Langbrook stream alongside the southern edge of Havant Park
Water Forget-me-not: Still in fresh flower by the Langbrook Stream immediately
north of the A27 (by the Water Wheel) on Dec 1
Butcher's Broom: Flowers could be found on Dec 1 on the plant at the gateway
of the West Mill property at the end of Mill Lane in Langstone
Bee Orchid: John Goodspeed found leaf rosettes showing in a regular spot at
Langstone on Nov 20 and Rosemary Webb reported Green Winged Orchids
also showing their leaves about that time
OTHER WILDLIFE
Grey Squirrel: White furred animals are still frequently seen in the Portsmouth
area and the latest sighting is of one in the Crookhorn are on Portsdown Hill on
Nov 22
Brown Hare: These are not so commonly seen (or at least not frequently
reported) but one was on the Sussex Downs in the area south of Amberley known
as The Burgh on Nov 29

Common Frog: These began to be seen in ponds around Nov 24 and by the end
of that week there was a report of 4 found in a garden pond on Portsdown when it
was being cleaned
Common Newt: At least one found in a Portsdown Hill garden pond during the
week ending Nov 29
Fungi: Phil Budd found a very uncommon species (not previously found in
Hampshire) on dead Aspen trees at the IBM Portsmouth North Harbour site on
Nov 20 - it is called Auriculariopsis ampla and looks somewhat like the common
Jews Ear (you can see a good photo of different specimen at
http://www.flickr.com/photos/44473917@N04/4089095267/ ). More recently I
found eight species in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery (Rufous Milkcap,
Butter Waxcap, Snowy Waxcap, Split Fibrecap, Dark Scaled Knight, Wood
Blewit and Grey Coral Fungus) and I have included photos of some of them in
my diary entry for Dec 2. There is still a good show on my lawn with a new
species for the year - Trichoglossum hirsutum (Hairy Earthtongue) - appeared
on Dec 3 - see photos with the diary entry for Dec 4. Also on Dec 3 I had my
second find of Common Inkcap for this season.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 30 - DEC 6 (WEEK 48 OF 2009)
Fri 4 Dec
A walk on Portsdown and another garden fungus
A cloudless sky and a light breeze suggested that this was a good morning to
have a look at Portsdown. I parked in the north facing carpark west of the
Churchillian pub and enjoyed the view of the downs, then headed west behind
Fort Widley, across the Southwick Hill Road coming up from the QA Hospital, as
far as the second line of electricity pylons where I went down the south face to the
fence line above the Wymering chalkpit (the lesser and little known brother of the
huge Paulsgrove pit).
Here I headed back to the Southwick Hill Road where I was very pleased to find
that volunteers (in addition to their great work of scrub clearance and cattle
fencing which has and will go on making the southern face of the hill so much
more species rich) had replaced the exit stile onto the Southwick Hill Road with a
new stepped approach and a new user friendly stile(last time I used it I had to
struggle through brambles and had a difficult climb up to and over the stile).
Across the road there is no easy way up the steep grass bank but I had little
difficulty in getting back to the managed area south of Fort Widley and making my
way east to an exit taking me to the well known view point carpark and thence
back across the road to my car.
During this circuit I only found 14 plant species in flower but my list started with
something I have not come across earlier in the year - White Mustard. This was
growing in a field of cabbages immediately west of Fort Widley and I could not
identify it at the time - most of the plants had just one or two largish yellow flowers
and virtually no leaves but they did have very distinctive 'knobbly' seed pods
(reminiscent of Sea Radish) held at right angles to the stem (not pressed to it as
in Black Mustard). When I got home I found that these seeds fitted White

Mustard, but I was not familiar with that species and was not sure if it was a
possibility in this situation until I read in the Hants Flora that White Mustard is
locally frequent in Hampshire and is "grown as a crop for ploughing in as
'green manure'" which could well have been the case on this chalk soil, not
currently but in the past, leaving these selfsown plants around the edge of the
cabbage crop.
The plants most frequently seen flowering during the walk were Bristly
Oxtongue and Burnet Saxifrage but I also saw Common Fumitory in the
arable field and quite a lot of Hawkweed Oxtongue everywhere plus one stem of
Rough Hawkbit. Right at the end of the walk, on the verge of the Portsdown Hill
Road, many plants of Small Scabious were still flowering and before that I had
enjoyed the colour of Spindle and Cotoneaster berries in several places.
Two birds of interest were encountered - the call of a Bullfinch was twice heard
but the bird was not seen, and in contrast a female Stonechat was making sure
that everyone saw her by perching on the topmost twig of a clump of bushes
south of where the road passes the Churchillian.
Back in Havant I twice heard brief bursts of Dunnock song and on my lawn more
of the Black Earth-tongues (Trichoglossum hirsutum) had come up and I
include photos of them below.
Wed 2 Dec
Fungi in Havant cemetery
A walk around the Havant Eastern Road cemetery in intermittent light rain this
afternoon gave me more fungi than I have come across there in the past.
Conditions were not conducive to photographing them in situ so I brought
specimens of seven species home and took pictures of some of them in the dry!
A collection of Fungi from the Havant Eastern Road cemetery (see text below for
names)
The photos show top and undersides of the following set of fungi. Looking at the
larger photo we have (from left to right) Rufous Milkcap (Lactarius rufus),
Wood Blewit (Lepista Nuda), Grey Coral (Clavulina cinerea), Butter Waxcap
(Hygrocybe ceracea), and Snowy Waxcap (Hygrocybe virginea). The same
species are arranged slightly differently in the smaller picture
In addition to those in the photographs I had less photogenic specimens of the
Dark Scaled Knight (Tricholoma atrosquamosum) which I had found
elsewhere in Havant on Nov 27 and Split Fibrecap (Inocybe rimosa) which I
have found in this cemtery recently. On the way to the cemetery I passed a
second cluster of Common Inkcap (after my first sight of it this winter at
Warblington recently).
Still in the cemetery among the flowering plants I found both Hedge Bedstraw
and Burnet Saxifrage in flower (and had a good view of a Sparrowhawk flying
through the trees in hunting mode).
Tue 1 Dec
One Great Northern Diver. two Kingfishers and three Goldeneye
A morning of glorious sunshine and no wind. after the first overnight frost of the
winter, encouraged me down to the Langstone South Moors shore where my

arrival coincided with high tide and a glass-smooth sea thickly covered with birds.
The great majority were Great Crested Grebes (with a large but distant group of
what were probably Black-necked Grebe) but the bird which caught my eye was
a close in Great Northern Diver spending plenty of time on the surface in
between dives. Later I came close to a group of three Goldeneye (including a
smart male) which are the first I have seen this winter, and before reaching the
shore I had a glimpse of a Kingfisher flying up the Langbrook stream and rising
over the West Mill property (later I had a much better view of a second
Kingfisher as it flew low over the sea just off the Budds Farm shore). There were
aslo a few Wigeon and Mergansers on the water, plus a huddle of Redshank,
Oystercatchers and Lapwing on the shingle spit at the mouth of the Langbrook,
but not a single Brent anywhere in sight - all were presumably ashore.
Moving along the shore one small bird flitted along the tideline but did not give me
a chance to do more than guess it was a Wagtail (rather than a Pipit) by its taildipping flight. I did later find a Rock Pipit perched on bushes just inside Budds
Farm as a headed along the shore - I could identify it by its darker underparts and
legs before it flew off making it distinctive wheezy call.
On the Budds Farm Pools there were no surprises and the majority species was
Pochard though there was a full range (except no Shoveler) of Mallard,
Gadwall, Tufted Duck and Teal plus a pair of Swans and some Little Grebes,
etc. Great Tits were in the bushes here and elsewhere Robin, Wren, Blue Tit
and Wood Pigeon were singing (the latter have been silent in the recent rain).
During the outing I noted the first 30 species of flowering plants for the new month
list, among them Butcher's Broom, Creeping and Meadow Buttercup, Scarlet
Pimpernel and Dog Rose. Perhaps the least expected finds were Water Forgetme-not and Rose Campion (this newly flowering on a plant that seemed totally
dead last time I passed it) by the Langbrook Stream Water Wheel close to the
newly open Tesco store and Fool's Parsley and Large Flowered Evening
Primrose on the banks of the Billy Trail (where I also found Sweet Violets but
could see no flower buds among the Lesser Celandine leaves at the edge of the
Lymbourne stream). At three places I stopped to scan Hazel trees which had
catkins already elongating and looking yellow but I did not spot one actually
flowering.
Mon 30 Nov
Blackthorn blossom at Nore Barn
After a busy day I just managed to get to Emsworth and visit the Nore Barn wood
at sunset in the hopes of finding the white blossom which Brian Fellows had come
across on Nov 26 and which I failed to find on Nov 27. Thanks to a further photo
and description of the location on Brian's website I was able to find the rather
inconspicuous flowers (made even less eye-catching in the absence of the sun
which had set by the time I arrived!).
As I could not see as much as I would like I took a sample twig home with me and
there confirmed, by the small size of the flowers, the blackness of the bark (which
had patches of faint hairiness), and the overall 'jizz' of the blossom, that this was
indeed Blackthorn, settling in my mind the question of identity and allowing me
to add one more species to the November flowering list, bringing it to a total of
122 (not 123 as stated in my last Weekly Summary as I see the total I was then
using included a Moss among the flowering plants).

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 23 - 29 (WEEK 47 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Black-throated Diver: Nine sightings between Nov 22 and 29 include one bird off
the Hamble estuary on both Nov 23 and 24 (first seen there on Nov 21)
Great Northern Diver: One site in Devon (Hope's Nose) recorded 12 birds on
Nov 22, Weymouth Bay had 7 on Nov 24 and Southampton Water seems to have
had 3 since Nov 22 but was up to six (including a summer-plumaged bird) by Nov
29. On Nov 27 one was swimming very close to the Eastney shore (Langstone
Harbour entrance) in a dead flat calm and on Nov 28 two could be seen from
Budds Mound in water north ot the RSPB Langstone islands. On Nov 29 this
winter's highest count was upped from the 12 in Devon noted above to 23 off
Jersey in the Channel Isles
Pacific Diver: The bird which was reported in my last weekly summary as having
turned up at the Hayle estuary in Cornwall on Nov 18 seems to have also been
seen at Slimbridge that same day with a second reported sighting at Slimbridge
on Nov 19 (it seems more likely that there is just one bird involved in the sightings
at both sites rather than there are two of these rarities at sites within flying
distance of each other, though it is still being regularly seen at Hayle up to Nov
25)
Black-necked Grebe: After sightings of 7 in Langstone Harbour on Nov 6, with 6
there on Nov 8, there have been no more reports from that harbour until Nov 28
when two were in the northern area of the harbour (off Broadmarsh) seen from
Budds Mound.
Sooty Shearwater: One was seen off Selsey Bill on Nov 26 and there was
another sighting from the mouth of Pagham Harbour on Nov 28
Leach's Petrel: I have now picked up 47 reports of this species since Sep 3 with
a recent surge in numbers since Nov 14 - the pevious high coastal count of 5 at
Portland on Nov 14 has been topped with 8 in that area on Nov 23 (when six
more were at Slimbridge, up to four were seen at Christchurch Harbour and at
least one was seen from Milford, west of Lymington). On Nov 29 Bob Chapman
saw 6 from Milford and believes there may have been more than 10 there. On
Nov 28 Marcus Ward witnessed the death of one of these birds off the Lymington
shore after it had put up a game struggle to survive - he first saw it being attacked
by four Herring Gulls, then watched two Peregrines make a concerted attack on it
during which one Peregrine caught it but it managed to wriggle free and fell into
the sea from which it managed to get airborne again and head for the mouth of
the Lymington River where it was met by a cordon of gulls which would not let it
pass but pecked it to death.
Latest news for Nov 29 includes a sighting of five of these Petrels at the mouth of
Chichester Harbour where two of the five were killed by Gulls. Other sightings
along the Hampshire shore may have been of the three that got away but one
seen inland at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood was probably a different bird

but that did not prevent it also being attacked by Gulls and a Peregrine though it
did get away from them. Back in the Solent more Petrels were seen - John Norton
saw ten Leach's at Lee on the Solent
Cattle Egret: One was frequently seen on the Lymington Marshes from Aug 19
until Nov 9 but has not been seen there from then until Nov 28. I notice that
during this recent absence from Lymington there has been a string of sightings at
Winkton in the Avon Valley (just north of Christchurch) from Nov 15 to 26, making
me wonder if it was the same bird at both sites. With that thought in mind I also
see that an isolated sighting at Lee in the Test Valley just north of the M27
occurred on a day (Aug 30) when the Lymington bird was not reported, though it
was there on Aug 29 and 31. Against this idea there were two birds at Lymington
from Oct 1 to 15 and I have no idea what happened to the second of these.
Little Egret: On Nov 25 John Clark recorded a night roost of 47 at Arlebury Lake
(New Alresford near the source of the R Itchen) - it could well be that there have
been many Egrets in that area for some time but the count does confirm that we
are now in the winter period when many Egrets move inland from the coast.
Another minor indication of this came on Nov 27 when, for the first time this
winter, I found 6 Egrets actively feeding at mid-day in the pony fields north of
Wade Court at Langstone
Spoonbill: One was seen near Farlington Marshes on Nov 22 (maybe the same
bird that was on the RSPB islands on Nov 15?) and on Nov 24 a party of four
were seen flying south east over Ibsley (just north of Ringwood in the Avon
Valley)
Bewick's Swan: The number at Slimbridge was up to 21 by Nov 18 after the
highest previous count there had been 18 on Nov 14. The increase at Slimbridge
probably reflects the arrival of the family of three which had been seen at Iblsey
near Ringwood from Nov 10 to 17 but not thereafter.
Whooper Swan: The pair which arrived at Ivy Lake (Chichester) on Nov 15 were
still there on Nov 22 but, as in past years, they flew off at 8:20 am to remain out of
sight through the day.
Brent Goose: I am pretty sure that some Brent will have been feeding on inland
fields for some time but I have seen no positive reports of this change in their
feeding habits until this week (there was a report of 2000 Brent on the Thorney
Island old airfield back on Oct 14, and I am sure some will have been regular on
the Farlington Marshes for some time now but these birds may have been using
thoses areas as roosts rather than feeding areas?) . First of these reports was
made on Nov 26 when just two birds were seen on Southsea Common in
Portsmouth but there could be no doubt that this was a mass movement from the
harbours to the fields on Nov 27 when I found 400 birds on what seems to have
been a cereal crop purposefully sown for them (presumably grant aided!) in one
of the Warblington Farm fields adjacent to the Chichester Harbour shore - it was
clear that they had been feeding here for several days as they had already
nibbled the leaves of the cereal/grass down to the ground in the adjacent field

(and the same flock of 400 birds had been seen in the harbour close to these
fields on Nov 26. Further confimation of this move inland came on Nov 29 with
the first report of a Black Brant back on the HMS Sultan playing fields in
Gosport - although the report did not mention Brent accompanying the Brant I
feel sure that there would have been a flock there which has not been reported
earlier this winter.
Pale-bellied Brent: The flock at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) continues to increase
and was up to 27 birds on Nov 22. I also see that a couple of birds had moved to
Baiter Park in Poole on Nov 25 reflecting the move inland of the Dark-bellied
birds.
Red-breasted Goose: A single bird has been at Black Hill Quarry Pools in Devon
(3 miles east of the Exe estuary at Lympstone and 3 miles north of the sea at
Budleigh Salterton) from Oct 28 to Nov 24 - it is listed as being of unknown origin
which I think is a polite way of saying there is no chance of it being a genuine wild
bird. Nevertheless this is the fourth consecutive winter in which a lone bird has
turned up in southern England at the end of October, moved erratically between
sites, and then left with the departing Brent at the beginning of March. It was first
found at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) on 4 Nov 2006, stayed there for three weeks,
then moved to Poole Harbour on Nov 29 and stayed there until 26 Jan 2007 when
it moved to the Lymington marshes. It became restless there and on Feb 4 it was
at the mouth of the Beaulieu River, on Feb 15 it was back at Ferrybridge, then on
Feb 17 it turned up in the south east corner of Langstone Harbour at Sinah
Warren on Hayling, only staying there until Feb 24 when it moved to the mouth of
Chichester Harbour where it remained mobile between West Wittering and south
east Hayling until it vanished on Feb 28. It was next seen back in the mouth of
Chichester Harbour on 24 Nov 2007, staying in the West Wittering are until year
end and alternating between there and east Hayling through Jan and Feb 2008
until it left on Mar 6 when Andy Johnson was the last to see it from Black Point on
Hayling. Eddie Wiseman was the first to see it that autumn in the Lymington area
on Oct 31 and it stayed there until 4 Feb 2009 before appearing back in the West
Wittering area on Feb 24, staying there until it left on Mar 8. The question now is
whether the bird which turned up in Devon on Oct 28 (and is still there) is the one
we have been discussing... Looking at the current return date in relation to the
history of the bird I favour assuming it is the same bird and its location further
west is probably a result of strong tail winds while the inland site is not far fom the
sea and (looked at on the Google satellite image) looks more like a moonscape
(maybe reminiscent of it summer habitat in Siberia) than normal Devon
countryside. Against this several people have pointed out that 'plastic' Redbreasted Geese are fairly common and I must agree that, unless wild Brent or
othe genuine wildfowl are also using the Black Hill Quarry site, the bird there is
unlikely to be wild.
Wigeon: Counts at Pulborough Brooks on Nov 23 recorded 2000 Wigeon, 1600
Teal, 560 Mallard, 140 Pintail and 85 Shoveler
Scaup: No English site has had more than 5 Scaup this autumn (5 at Abbotsbury
in Devon on Nov 19 but all five seem to have moved to Lodmoor at Weymouth by

Nov 28) but on Oct 14 one Dutch site reported 2059 and on Nov 22 another
Dutch site reported 1365 birds. I assume these figures are correct but I wonder
why we have not heard more of the birds seen in October?
Smew: Still none in England but Nov 22 brought a report of 3 at a Dutch site
(after one previous report of a single bird in Belgium on Nov 15)
Marsh Harrier: On Nov 22 what was described as a second winter male bird was
seen flying west towards Langstone Bridge past the Northney Marina area of
Hayling
Peregrine: One pair in the Seaford area near Beachy Head where thinking of
spring on Nov 27 when the male was seen to pass prey to the female which
readily took and ate it.
Grey Plover: A bird with red colour rings on both legs arrived back in the Eastney
area of Portsmouth (near Langstone Harbour entrance) on Nov 23 for the seventh
consecutive winter - 186 Sanderling were also seen there that day
Black-tailed Godwit: We often hear how rich in bird food our harbour mud is but
when ground water rises and forces earthworms to the surface many Godwits
indicate their preference for this food source (plus the added warmth and comfort
of an inland site as opposed to open harbour mud). On Nov 15 a flock of 168
moved in to the grassland of Titchfield Haven and on Nov 24 the Pulborough
Brooks area attracted around 170 birds and by Nov 26 there were 245 there (on
Nov 15 there had only been 10 birds there). I have also noticed that Curlew (with
similar long bills) are now preferring to feed in the Warblington fields here in the
Havant area even at low tide in preference to the nearby harbour mud)
Purple Sandpiper: There were 9 at Southsea Castle on Nov 28 and other
sightings this week include 13 at Newhaven on Nov 24 and 33 in the Pegwell
Bay/Thanet area of Kent on Nov 23
Black-tailed Godwit: A count of around 245 in the Amberley Wild Brooks area on
Nov 26 set a new record for that part of the Arun valley while an even higher
count of 370 on Nov 29 was a new record for the Forton Lake area of Gosport
(Forton Lake is a short creek off the Gosport shore of Portsmouth Harbour with
the 'Explosion Museum' at its mouth) but the birds there may well be regulars in
that area though normally hidden away uncounted on grassland within the Navy's
Defence Munitions Depot a little way north of Forton Lake
Greenshank: Another record count was made on Nov 25 at the Nore Barn site on
the west shore of Emsworth when 13 Greenshank were present there (to put this
number in perspective there were 60 Greenshank at the nearby Thorney Island
Great Deeps roost on 15 Sep 2007 (with 57 there on Aug 1 that year))
Spotted Sandpiper: On Nov 20 Mike Rafter came on a Sandpiper in the private
garden of a large house by the River Test at Mottisfont (between Romsey and
Stockbridge) but could only get distant views from a bridge over the river and was

only able to make a tentative claim for its identity which was not confirmed until
Nov 26. The Mottisfont bird was still present on Nov 29 Lee Evans tells us that
there is a second bird of this species currently in the UK (on the Exe estuary in
South Devon) and that it too was only positively identified on Nov 26 after being
present at that site for three weeks - Spotted is very similar to Common
Sandpiper. This is a rare visitor from north America but not a 'mega' rarity currently there are four in the British Isles with one at Abberton Reservoir in
Essex and another a Killearn by the R Clyde near Glasgow in addtion to the first
two.
For anyone wanting to see the bird the instructions are to park at SU 3356-2700
on the west side of the A3057 just north of the turning to Mottisfont then to walk
north for 864 metres on a path (old rail line) running between the A3057 and the
River Test. This will bring you to a bridge over the river at SU 3387-2787 and you
view the bird from this bridge - it is in the private grounds of Lower Brook House
(SU 3384-2797) to the north of you and can often be seen on a riverside lawn
Grey Phalarope: The bird which was found at Badminston Common near Fawley
in the New Forest on Nov 18 was still there on Nov 24 but has not been reported
since Nov 25. Another bird which turned up at Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on Nov 21 was also still present on Nov 27 and there have been
several multiple sightings at Portland up to Nov 28 (including 4 there in Nov 22).
Sightings on Nov 28 include one at the mouth of Pagham Harbour and another of
a flooded section of Amberley Wild Brooks while on Nov 29 at least one was seen
at Barton on Sea
Med Gull: More than 100 were present at the mouth of Pagham Harbour on Nov
28 (in Feb 2009 up to 267 were counted there and in Sep 2008 the flock peaked
at 379 birds)
Little Gull: Still very few on the English coast (current reports are of 2 at
Weymouth on Nov 22 and 2 at Milford near Lymington on Nov 29 with a few
singles elsewhere) but Ousitreham on the Normandy coast had 704 on Nov 22
and 581 on Nov 29
Kittiwake: A lot of these are currently moving west in the English Channel - 435
were seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Nov 23 and 200 went past Portland on
Nov 24 with 156 passing Selsey Bill on Nov 29
Sandwich Tern: Wintering birds reported in the past few days at Langstone
Harbour (2), Milford on sea (3) and Poole Harbour (3 or 4) while across the
Channel the large number that have been off the Normandy coast (102 on Nov 16
and 47 on Nov 19) were down to 27 on Nov 22. Latest local sighting was one at
Eastney (Langstone Harbour entrance) on Nov 27
'Commic Tern': One was seen entering Langstone Harbour at Eastney on Nov
26 and another was at a Dutch site on Nov 29
Lesser Crested Tern: When I saw one of these had been reported at a Spanish
site called Ceuta I searched all the marked sites around the Spanish coast but

could not find this name - in fact a small part of North Africa is Spanish territory
across the Straits of Gibralter and this bird was seen there on Nov 22
Auks: A mixed bag of 966 Guillemots and Razorbills was off the Normandy
coast of France on Nov 29
Guillemot: More than 100 were back on the breeding ledges at Durlston on Nov
27 with many still there next day (not breeding yet but staking their claim to a plot
when the time comes)
Razorbill: 119 were counted on the Normandy coast on Nov 29
Puffin: Four reports of singles in the English Channel this week but one was
already a corpse (at Portland on Nov 28) and I suspect the others have all take a
beating in the gales. In connection with this there is a report on the SOS site
dated Nov 26 which says .. "A circuit of Arlington Reservoir between the squally
showers (thank goodness for the hide!) and the sad sight of the corpses of
around 40 gulls, mostly mature, dotted along the north shoreline. Carrion Crows
kept happy, no other species seemed to be affected."
Stock Dove: Still no reports of flocks settling in southern England for the winter
but Durlston continues to report moderately large passing flocks - 250 on Nov 17
and 159 on Nov 26 with several reports of smaller groups (less than 50 birds)
Wood Pigeon: Passage is not yet over - Christchurch Harbour had 3500 roosting
over night to leave on Nov 25 and Durlston had 3000 over on Nov 26 and 700+
on Nov 27
Ring-necked Parakeet: On Nov 22 one was seen close to a bird feeding station
at Lee hamlet close to the River Test just north of the M27
Swallow: Two were seen at Brading Marshes (IoW) on Nov 23 and on Nov 24
there were two at Sandwich Bay and five in the Thanet area of Kent. On Nov 27
one was seen at Durlston (with 3 seen across the Channel in Brittany) and one
was seen in Kent on Nov 28
House Martin: Just one in the Thanet area on Nov 24 followed on Nov 26 by two
in Kent and one near Hastings
Black Redstart: Plenty of these around but I cannot resist passing on the report
of one seen from an office window in Lewes on Nov 26 - the bird was a female
enjoying the good life eating grapes from a vine!
Whinchat: One had been seen at Folkestone on Nov 10 and there is another
report of one in the Scillies on Nov 22
Ring Ouzel: Two were seen at Berry Head in Devon on Nov 21 and one was still
there on Nov 23

Fieldfare: On Nov 22 there were more than 1000 in the Kent Stour valley but of
local interest one was seen eating Haws in an Emsworth garden on Nov 24
Redwing: The night roost discovered by Martin Bennett in the New Forest on or
before Nov 17 (when Martin was unable to estimate the very large numbers) has
(on Nov 22) had a first attempt at a co-ordinated count with three observers but
they also were unable to come up with an authoritative count. One of them was
John Clark who gives the sum of their individual counts as 28,250 birds but adds
that there were almost certainly more than 40,000 and could have been 100,000.
Another large roost was noted at Upton Heath (north side of Poole Harbour) on
Nov 27 with 1674 birds seen leaving the roost at dawn - another report from the
Crawley area of Sussex speaks of 'thousands everywhere'.
Dartford Warbler: Further evidence of dispersal along the south coast comes
from sightings of single birds at Rye Harbour on Nov 26 and on the Pevensey
Levels on Nov 28
Penduline Tit: At least two still at the Dungeness RSPB site on Nov 27
Great Grey Shrike: A report of one in the Ferndown area of Dorset on Nov 15
may indicate the arrival of others in the New Forest which is not far from
Ferndown
Goldfinch: These are still leaving us for warmer winter quarters - on Nov 24
Portland reported another 295 heading south and on Nov 21 Dungeness reported
460 presumably leaving. 1000 headed south from Portland on Nov 25 and 900
followed them on Nov 26 with 400 on Nov 27 and 250 on Nov 28
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker: One still flying in the Thanet area of Kent on Nov
15
Common Darter: A report on the Sussex Butterfly Conservation site
reports several till flying on Nov 21 in 'Wish Wood' but gives no hint
as to where that may be - I assume somewhere in Sussex
Butterflies
Clouded Yellow: One seen in Kent (Thanet) on Nov 23 and one on
Portsdown on Nov 25
Brimstone: Two reports - one seen at the unknown Wish Wood on
Nov 21 and another seen in Stansted Forest by Adrian Hoskins who
guessed that the insect he saw resting in sunshine on a tree trunk
had been blown out of it hibernation site (perhaps in ivy)
Red Admiral: Seen in Kent, Sussex and Hampshire (one blown
against my house windows) on Nov 21 and 23. Further sightings in
Gosport on Nov 25 when another was seen in Worthing 'trying to
enter a Jeweller's shop'
Peacock: One in Wish Wood (Sussex) on Nov 21 and one in a south
Hayling garden on or just before Nov 25
Other Insects

Huebneria affinis: Late news of a very rare fly found at Rye Harbour
on June 20 but only now identified as a species only recorded twice
before in Britain - one at Folkesteon in 1866 and another at Deal in
1921. It belongs to a group of flies whose larvae parasitise 'Woolly
Bear' type caterpillara
Garden Cross Spider: The saga of this spider which has been on
the inside of a window in Brian Fellows' home at Emsworth for 8
weeks continues. On Nov 27 this spider had not moved a muscle for
three weeks to the best of Brian's knowledge but when a large fly
blundered into the web on that day the spider was off like a shot to try
to capture a long awaited meal. Unfortunately the Fly was big enough
to tear itself free, wrecking the web in the process. The Spider then
followed its standard practice, first eating the remains of the old web,
then spinning another in a slightly different place
PLANTS
My current total of species flowering this month now stands at 122 and will be at
least 123 when the identity of white flowers on a small tree at Nore Barn Woods
has been determined - it is either Blackthorn or Cherry Plum.
Meadow Buttercup: Two plants covered with flowers in the field between the
Royal Oak and the Billy Trail at Langstone were new for the month on Nov 26
Garlic Mustard: This had been seen near the New Forest on Nov 16 but I was
excited to find a plant with flowers in Langstone village area on Nov 26
White Campion: This was new for the month in Havant on Nov 23
Procumbent Pearlwort: Also new on Nov 26 (in my garden)
Dog Rose: Another report of a bush with several flowers among the hips seen on
South Hayling on Nov 25
Wood Avens: This had been found flowering in Emsworth on Nov 18 but I was
pleased to find it for myself in Langstone on Nov 26
Broad-leaved Willowherb: Flowering in my Havant garden on Nov 26
Holly: Another find of flowers on a self sown tree in Havant on Nov 23 (after one
earlier find in Hollybank Woods on Nov 2)
Tamarisk: A careful look at the wind-blown trees on the Warblington shore on
Nov 27 got this onto the November flowering list (but only just!)
Dog's Mercury: Definitely the best find of the month - I usually find this first in
January and I cannot recall finding it before the year end before so a find of two
fresh male plants in Pook Lane at Warblington on Nov 26 was great

Great Mullein: One plant flowering on south Hayling on Nov 25 was an addition
to the November list
Field Madder: Another new entry for Novemeber flowering on Nov 26
Sea Aster: A single plant flowering on the Nore Barn saltings at Emsworth on
Nov 27 was the only record of this for the month
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: After several reports in the period Aug 30 to Oct 5 I have
not noted any until now when six were off Jersey in the Channel Isles on Nov 29
Common Seal: One reported in the Marchwood area at the head of Southampton
Water onNov 26
Roe Deer: Up to ten are being seen on the north Hayling Fields between Stoke
and Northney in the past week
Common Frog: Mild and wet weather has brought Frogs back to breeding ponds
in the Hastings/Rye area and on south Hayling though there is no report of any
spawn so far
Newts: On the Rye Bay website Brian Banks reports that a pond in
Gloucestershire already had all three Newt species back in it by Nov 22 and he
wonders if the current earliest date for finding Great Crested Newt eggs (at
present Dec 26) will be beaten this year. In his own pond at Northiam (north of
Hastings) the first Common Newt was back on Nov 24 (last year the first was not
seen until Dec 15)
Fungi: New species for my list were Dark Scaled Knight (Tricholoma
atrosquamosum) - found on Nov 27 in Havant where a Beech tree once stood
on - and the first Common Inkcaps (after several finds of Glistening Inkcaps)
growing beside the A259 on the north side of Warblington Farm on Nov 27. On
Nov 26 I came on my first Oyster Mushrooms of the winter growing from where
a branch had broken off an Ash tree in Langstone. Also on Nov 26 I re-visited the
presumed Rhodotus palmatus in Pook Lane and had confirmation of its identity
when I found that both specimens which I had photographed the other day had
fallen to the ground revealing both that they had stout but short stems and that
the gills were forked randomly at points between the stem and the cap rim. On
the log from which they had fallen Neobulgaria pura (Beech Jellydisk) had
appeared and on a nearby fallen Elm I found my first Jelly Ear (=Jew's Ear) of
the winter.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 23 - 29 (WEEK 47 OF 2009)
Fri 27 Nov
Scaly Knight goes on my list of fungi
A cycle ride around the Warblington farm area added Sea Aster and Tamarisk to
the list of plants I have seen flowering in November and gave me my first view
this winter of Brent Geese feeding on farm land but the best find was of a
couple of fungi that I have not seen elsewhere so far this autumn.

The few remnants of blossom on Tamarisks were seen along the shoreline and
the single Sea Aster flower was found in the Nore Barn saltings, and it was as I
was cycling along the farm shore that I noticed quite a few Brent flying towards
the farm fields and obviously landing somewhere on the farm. None of the
geese were in the meadows where they usually feed during the winter so I
stopped at Conigar point where (just east of the actual point) there is an
unobstructed way into the fields. After walking two thirds of the periphery of Field
V (see map at http://ralph-hollins.net/warblington.htm ) I eventually spotted a long
line of some 400 Brent feeding in the southwest corner of Field U where they
were sheltered from the strong wind by the trees around the reed-bed. Both these
fields had a crop of Sweetcorn last summer and were subsequently sown with
what may have been a winter cereal or possibly just grass but the fact that the
ground was not thoroughly cleared before this sowing suggests to me that the
sowing was a grant aided sacrificial crop aimed at feeding the Brent during
the winter - whether that is correct or not the geese have nibbled the new growth
down to the ground and these two fields, which had started to look green with
new growth in late October, now give the appearance of being just bare Maize
stubble.
My fungi finds started with a small brown toadstool growing in the arable soil on
Field V - I have seen this species there in previous years but still cannot name it.
Next was another example of Tawny Funnel growing beside the wooded bank of
the 'Selagor Ave' path leading from Nore Barn woods to the A259 opposite its
junction with Selangor Ave, and as I turned west along the A259 I came on my
first Common Inkcaps of the winter by a tree stump.
Next finds were made near the Old Rectory on Pook Lane - here were quite a few
Shaggy Parasols plus the single plant of Cow Parsley which has been flowering
there for some time.
The last find was made in the footpath joining Wade Court Road to Lymbourn
Road where the path passed an old Beech tree that is now removed - the fungus
here was Tricholoma atrosquamosum, now called the Scaly Knight (my first of
the autumn)
Thu 26 Nov
My earliest ever Dog's Mercury flowers
Francis Rose's Wildflower Key says that Dog's Mercury flowers from February to
April but I usually find it in early January so I was very surprised to find a couple
of fresh young plants in flower today as I was making my way up Pook Lane at
Warblington. Other surprises among a list of 40 wild flowers seen in bloom today
were single plants of Garlic Mustard and Wood Avens, both of which have had
just one report of flowering this month (from others), a couple of plants of
Meadow Buttercup, and finds of Field Madder, Scarlet Pimpernel,
Procumbernt Pearlwort, Broad Leaved Willowherb and Least Yellow Sorrel
I also found ten species of fungus including the first Oyster Mushrooms I have
seen this autmn and my first Jelly Ear (Jew's Ear as was!).
One other observation worth a mention was that the first cluster of Ivy flowers
that I came on had two Wasps and two large flies (Blow-fly or House Fly type)

brushing wings as they sought food or prey on the flowers - this despite rain
drops falling on them from one of the brisk showers of the morning
Mon 23 Nov
Gale blows Red Admiral against my house windows
Rain and strong winds today meant that only made one brief foray outdoors today
but among a dozen wild flowers seen as I walked into Havant centre were White
Campon, Hawkweed Oxtongue, Oxford Ragwort and the last few flowers on
Perennial Wall-rocket.
In my own garden I was surprised to find flowers on a self-sown Holly tree in the
roadside hedge while a single Creeping Buttercup was open in the back garden.
Biggest surprise came after I had come indoors and was sitting down to eat my
lunch - looking up during a brief period of sunshine I watched a Red Admiral
butterfly being hurled against the window pane by the wind.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 16 - 22 (WEEK 46 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red Throated Diver: Numbers are said to be building in Mount's Bay, Cornwall
(between The Lizard and Penzance) but the only count to exceed 100 so far
comes from Holland where 143 were at Terschelling on Nov 20
Black-throated Diver: Of five reports this week one was seen near Warsash
(mouth of Southampton Water) on Nov 21 and one was the first ever to visit the
Slimbridge WWT reserve, being blown inland up the Severn on Nov 18
Great Northern Diver: At least two, and maybe four or five, were around south
Hayling on Nov 15 (birds seen in Hayling Bay and in the south of Langstone
Harbour may or may not be the same as two which flew west from Sandy Point).
In Dorset on Nov 17 there were at least six in the Weymouth Bay/Portland
Harbour area and on Nov 18 one was off Titchfield Haven. On Nov 19 one was in
the Emsworth Channel and on Nov 20 one was in Southampton Water (where
three were seen on Nov 22). On Nov 21 one was in Langstone Harbour, seen
from the Hayling Oysterbeds.
Pacific Diver (Gavia pacifica): When I saw that one was in the north Cornwall
Hayle estuary on Nov 18 I had to search the internet to find out about this
species which was not seen in Britain until Jan 2007 (in Yorkshire). Since then
one has been at Haverfordwest in Wales in Jan 2008 and maybe the same
individual is now back in Cornwall. This species closely resembles our Blackthroated Diver but lacks the distinctive white flank patch of that species - as
the name implies it is common on the west coast of north America
Great Crested Grebe: In January of this year there were probably more than
1000 wintering in the Rye Bay/Dungeness area with another 1000 off the coast of
Holland. No large flocks reported yet in Kent but on Nov 14 there were 376 off
one Dutch site and on Nov 20 two sites over there reported 552 and 545
respectively (I think two separate flocks)

Slavonian Grebe: On Nov 14 one was in Cams Bay (where Fareham Creek
meets Portsmouth Harbour) and on Nov 15 one (which probably arrived there on
Nov 12) was in the north of Langstone Harbour (Chalkdock area) and that one
may have stayed in Langstone Harbour to be see from its west shore on Nov 17
Cattle Egret: One was briefly in the lower Avon valley (just north of
Christchurch) on Nov 15 and seems to have settled in that area as it was seen on
Nov 21 'opposite 38 Burley Road, Winkton' (presumably in a field)
Spoonbill: One was seen sleeping on Baker's Island in Langstone Harbour on
Nov 15 but has not been reported since
Bewick's Swan: The family of three (pair with one juvenile) which arrived in the
Ibsley/Harbridge area of the Avon valley on Nov 10 was still around on Nov 17
Whooper Swan: Two appeared on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Nov 15 and were
still there next day. Presumably these are the same pair which have wintered
there in recent winters. Last winter they turned up on Nov 30 and left on Jan 11
and in the previous winter (when they had 3 cygnets with them) they arrived on
Dec 16 and left on Feb 10. From previous experience they are likely to use the
main Chichester Lakes as night roosts but to spend much of their days on lakes
inaccessible to the public in the north Mundham area.
Cackling Canada Goose: One of these half size birds, and the Cape Barren
goose, are currently among the mixed goose flock with the Canadas at
Titchfield Haven
Pale Bellied Brent: The first three were in the Weymouth area on Oct 4 and
eight were there on Nov 3. That goup had increased to 18 (at Ferrybridge) on
Nov 17 and to 20 on Nov 18
Black Brant: On Nov 17 three were still at Ferrybridge
Egyptian Goose: Seven appeared at Pulborough Brooks on Nov 15. Three were
there on Aug 21, eight on Sep 21 and now this group. A pair had raised five
goslings at Petworth Lake in April and these may be the seven now at the RSPB
site. Also seen this week was one at Brading Marsh on the IoW (maybe a local
escape from Flamingo Park)
Shelduck: Winter numbers are now building up locally - on Nov 20 there were
54 in the small bay off the site of the old Northney Holiday Camp on Hayling
Gadwall: A count of 166 on Dogmersfield Lake in north Hampshire on Nov 16
was a surprise as there had been no reports of any there earlier in the year (the
only report I have seen was of 52 on Tundry Pond in the same area on Feb 19)
Pintail: The first to arrive back at the Blashford Lakes this autumn were a group
of 18 seen on Nov 17 (up to 240 were there last March)
Pochard: On Nov 15 Mike Collins saw a male on the Budds Farm Pools at Havant
distinctively marked with a plate attached to its upper bill showing a blue J. Mike

had seen this same bird here on Jan 20 this year and found it had been marked
in France.
Hybrid Ferruginous Ducks: On Sep 8 I believe I saw the regular male
Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid ('Fudge Duck') back on the Budds Farm pools
to which it has been returning each winter since 1999 but it has not been
reported there by others until now when Mike Collins saw two similar hybrids at
Budds Farm on Nov 15 but he believes that neither was the original bird. On that
same day Steve Mansfield believes the original Fudge Duck was on the Sinah
gravel pit lake on south Hayling.
Long-tailed Duck: Two of these had been in Langstone Harbour on Nov 12 and
one of those (a male) may be the bird that was in Freshwater Bay (Isle of Wight)
on Nov 14 and 15. The other bird, a female, may have stayed in Langstone
Harbour to be seen in the Chalkdock area on Nov 15 (on Nov 16 what was
possibly the same female was off the Birdham marina in Chichester Harbour)
Goldeneye: Five were in the Chalkdock area of Langstone Harbour on Nov 15 other than a single bird seen on Nov 6 these seem to be the first in Langstone
Harbour this winter. Several were off the Hayling Oysterbeds on Nov 21.
Smew: None reported in Britain so far this winter but one was seen in Belgium
on Nov 15 (another single had been in Holland on Oct 3 but that may have been
too early for a wild migrant?)
Goosander: A male turned up at Dungeness on Nov 15 and a party of three
males may have been making their way south towards the Hampshire coast this
week - they were seen at Bramshill in north Hampshire on Nov 19 and on Nov 20
a similar party of three were on the Petersfield Heath Lake
Marsh Harrier: These are increasing in numbers throughout Britain and many
remain with us through the winter. They have been regular visitors to Titchfield
Haven for many years and this winter we may have one based in Langstone
Harbour as there have been sightings of a female at Farlington Marshes on Nov
6, 12 and 16. I was surprised to see (in 'Birds of Hants') that between 1961 and
1992 there had been 64 sightings in Langstone Harbour and only 50 at Titchfield
Haven, and I see from recent annual bird reports that there have been more
sightings at Farlington Marshes than I was aware of so perhaps I should not see
the current three reports as being unusual
Goshawk: A female was seen over Kingley Vale (north of Chichester) on Nov 15
(and on Nov 16 a male Hen Harrier was being harrassed by a Peregrine there)
Merlin: A female got her picture on the Sandwich Bay website after an incident
on Nov 16 in which a resident near the bird observatory had called for help in
resolving a dispute between a Sparrowhawk and a Merlin taking place in
the kitchen of the resident's home - this was resolved without permanent
damage to either bird or the property

Avocet: The flock at Farlington Marshes which had not exceeded 11 birds up to
Nov 7 was up to 21 birds on Nov 12 and 16. On Nov 18 there was a first mention
of five birds in Pagham Harbour and on Nov 20 a flock of 13 were seen off the
east side of Thorney Island at Stanbury Point just south of the military fence
(these are probably the birds wintering in Nutbourne Bay area)
Golden Plover: A flock of around 3000 were on the old Thorney Island airfield
on Nov 20
Sanderling: The high tide flock at Black Point on Hayling Island numbered 270
on Nov 17. This is the first mention of Sanderling in this area since 70+ were
seen on the Pilsey sands on Sep 6
Purple Sandpiper: Still seven at Southsea Castle on Nov 20
Black-tailed Godwit: A count of 168 at Titchfield Haven on Nov 15 is the first
report of the species at the Haven since Aug 27 when numbers had decreased to
50 from a summer peak of 160 in July - I guess this return of the birds to the site
may have something to do with the dryness of the ground in the autumn
followed by recent heavy rain! Locally there have been 100 or more in the Nore
Barn area west of Emsworth since the start of November and the number
reached a peak of 146 on Nov 17 (also on Nov 18 a lone bird was back in the
pony field south of Wade Court at Langstone - this field includes the orginal
course of the Lymbourne stream before it was diverted to serve Langstone Mill
and on Nov 15 the field started to flood as if does each winter)
Bar-tailed Godwit: One in summer plumage was present at Black Point on
Hayling on Nov 17 - several wader species seem to have occasional individuals
with wrongly set biological clocks causing them to wear summer plumage in
winter and (I think) winter plumage in summer though I am not sure if the fault
keeps them permanently in summer plumage.
Greenshank: There were 22 in the Thorney Great Deeps roost on Nov 20
Common Sandpiper: So far I have seen no reports of wintering Common
Sandpipers in the Havant area but two were seen at the Lower Test
(Southampton) on Nov 11, one was in the Holes Bay area of of Poole Harbour on
Nov 14 and two were in the lower reaches of the R Adur in Sussex on Nov 17. On
Nov 21 on was on the shore at Fishbourne (IoW)
Spotted Sandpiper: A 'possible only' was seen on the banks of the R Test near
Mottisfont on Nov 20
Grey Phalarope: Six reports between Nov 15 and 19 come from Devon and
Cornwall (on Nov 15), from Ferrybridge (Weymouth) on Nov 18. One was at the
Badminston pits on the edge of the New Forest near Fawley on Nov 18 and on
Nov 19 that one was still present as was one in Chesil Cove at Portland which
may have been the Ferrybridge bird. The Badminston bird was still being seen on
Nov 21

Little Gull: Still very few on the English south coast (max 4 off Portland on Nov
16) while large numbers are being recorded on the French coast (1454 off
Normandy on Nov 16 though the number there was down to 660 on Nov 17 and
550 on Nov 18)
Ring-billed Gull: There have now been three sightings at the Blashford Lakes
this autumn (two on Oct 11 and singles on Nov 6 and 15). The Gosport Cockle
Pond bird is still there
Sandwich Tern: A count of 9 seen from Black Point on Hayling on Nov 17 would
seem to reflect wintering birds in Chichester Harbour but may include some late
migrants as there were 102 off the Normandy coast on Nov 16 with 71 there on
Nov 17 and 497 on Nov 19. Locally a wintering bird was fishing off the Emsworth
western shore on Nov 20 and there was one in Haslar Lake at Gosport (just
inside Portsmouth Harbour) on Nov 21
Little Auk: A few still coming through the Channel - one was in the Portland
area on Nov 15 and 16 and there were two on the Dutch coast on Nov 17 with
three there on Nov 20
Stock Dove: Very few have been reported on the move so far this autumn when
compared with the vast numbers of Wood Pigeons but on Nov 17 Durlston
reported 243 Stock Doves going over (along with 21,000 Wood Pigeons)
Ring-necked Parakeet: Another hint that these might be preparing to burst
out of their London stronghold came on Nov 17 when ten were seen flying south
down the M23 near Crawley
Swallow: Still being seen daily up to Nov 21 when there were 4 at Titchfield
Haven and 1 at Durlston. On Nov 18 one was feeding over Runcton Lake at
Chichester and another was on the north Kent coast at Reculver. Nov 19 brought
news of 3 passing Swanage while on Nov 20 HOSLIST carried a message from
Nigel Jones (the leader of the Ornitholidays birding trips) to say he had just
returned from the eastern side of South Africa where Swallows were
dying in their thousands as a result of arriving exhausted after their long trip
from Europe only to be met by exceptional cold weather which had grounded the
insects that the Swallows should have been feeding on.
House Martin: Just one report this week of four birds seen over Catsfield in the
Hastings area on Nov 21 (previous last sighting was Nov 14)
Richard's Pipit: One at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 15
Pied Wagtail: First report of a winter night roost comes from Fawley Power
Station (in previous winters large numbers of Wagtails have regularly slept on
lagged hot water pipes) - the evidence is only indirect - a total of 81 birds seen
taking off from the Hook area across Southampton Water and heading for the
power station at dusk on Nov 20

Black Redstart: On Nov 17 the male and female were still present around the
houses at the east end of the Eastoke promenade near Sandy Point on Hayling
and on Nov 19 one was reported near the Inn on the Beach at the other end of
Hayling Bay
Ring Ouzel: One was still in Cornwall on Nov 15 (they do occasionally winter in
this country)
Blackbird: The SOS news on Nov 15 had a story of one Blackbird eating the
corpse of another which had died after being caught in chicken wire (probably
blown into it during a gale)
Fieldfare: A birder in the Kent Stour valley on Nov 15 estimated more than
4500 Fieldfares there that day - plenty of others all across southern England
Redwing: A massive roost (probably exceeding the 4500 figure for Fieldfares!)
has been found in the New Forest but the birder who found it is asking for help in
assessing the actual number of birds - watch this space. An unusual report from
the Northiam area (just north of Hastings) comes from a car driver who was
driving along a minor road after dark and hit one of several Redwings
on the road - it is thought that these were birds moving at night but had been
forced down by strong winds and rain (maybe they had only just crossed the
Channel and were exhausted)
Dusky Warbler: One was at Dungeness on Oct 23 and 25 and another was
reported in Holland on Nov 11 - now there is news of a possible sighting in the
Freshwater/Afton area of the Isle of Wight on Nov 21
Penduline Tit: Two were seen at the Dungeness RSPB site on Nov 15 and three
were there on Nov 16 (still present on Nov 19)
Brambling: On Nov 17 Durlston reported 230 passing over (they had reported
125 over on Nov 2 but so far no one has had a settled flock greater than the one
of 100 birds in the New Forest on Nov 11 - what was probably part of that flock
was seen on Nov 21 a mile or so further south and having an estimated 60 birds)
Greenfinch: A reminder of how scarce these birds are was that one in my
Havant garden on Nov 21 was the first of the winter there
Goldfinch: Still plenty of these on the move with a count of 1785 over Durlston
on Nov 15 (a report of 720 going south from Portland that same day suggests
that we will not be seeing large number for much longer)
Snow Bunting: The flock of 31 on the Sandwich golf course on Nov 11 had
increased to 35 birds on Nov 15 (while a flock of 100 has been seen in Norfolk
recently). The single bird at East Head in Chichester Harbour has not been
reported since Nov 16
INSECTS
Dragonflies

Still three reports of Common Darter - one seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on Nov 15 and two reports of singles on Nov 17 further along the
north Kent coast at Seasalter (near Whitstable) and Swalecliffe
Butterflies
Clouded Yellow: On Nov 15 one was seen near Worthing and another at
Gosport. On Nov 17 one was still flying on Thorney Island, matched by
another at Gosport
Holly Blue: There had been sightings in the Gosport area on Nov 2 and 5
but further reports of a male on Ivy there in Nov 17 and 19 were surprising
Red Admiral: As might be expected there are still reports of these with
seven present in Gosport on Nov 15 and three reports of singles flying on
Nov 17 (two in Sussex and one in the Channel Isles). Latest were three
singles on Nov 19 at Gosport, Worthing and Storrington (near Pulborough)
Painted Lady: One at Sandy Point on Hayling and another in Thanet on
Nov 15, two at Binstead (IoW) on Nov 17 when singles were reported at
Lymington and in Jersey, and one near Horsham on Nov 18
Peacock: One in Gosport on Nov 15 and another on the Sussex Downs
near Lewes on Nov 17
Comma: Just one seen at Binstead (IoW) on Nov 17
Speckled Wood: Two at Gosport on Nov 17
Moths
Winter Moth (1799 Operophtera brumata): First of this winter seen at
Woods Mill (Henfield by the R. Adur) on Nov 18
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): On
Nov 15 one was seen to fly into a shop at Hurst Green near Hastings and
settle down to hibernate in a music player loudspeaker - I hope no
customer asks for a demo while the moth is asleep.
Large Yellow Underwing (2107 Noctua pronuba): Reports from
Worthing on Nov 16 and Pagham Harbour on Nov 20 show that these
common migrants are still arriving
White-speck (2203 Mythimna unipuncta): These migrants can turn up
any time through the year but are most frequent in Hampshire in Oct and
Nov. The first report which I have picked up this year is of one at West
Wittering on Nov 15
The Sprawler (2227 Brachionycha sphinx): This is another species
most frequently found in November so a report of the first for the year at
Rye on Nov 12 with another on Nov 15 is not unusual

Silver Y (2441 Autographa gamma): This very common migrant can be
seen in all months of the year but one at Portland on Nov 16 is worth
comment as a late date (no doubt attributable to strong southerly winds)
Other Insects
Pine Weevil (Hylobius abietis): One in a moth trap at Rye on Nov 15
PLANTS
Several new additions to the flowering list this week bring the November total
of species in flower to 110
Garlic Mustard: Flowering in the Ashurst area of the New Forest on Nov 16 reported on the Butterfly Conservation Hampshire site
Cranesbill: Dove's Foot freshly flowering in Emsworth on Nov 18 and Smallflowered by the A27 at Bedhampton on Nov 17 were both surprise finds this
week though Hedgerow Cranesbill at North Common on Hayling was more
expected
Stork's-bill: Flowers seen on Nov 17 in a regular spot by the Broadmarsh
slipway
Black Medick: Still flowering (with Perennial Wall-rocket) in the Havant
railway carpark near New Lane level crossing on Nov 17
Dog Rose: A single flower at North Common, Hayling, on Nov 20
Wood Avens: A very unexpected find for the time of year at Emsworth on Nov
18
Hemlock: A single full grown plant covered with flowers at North Common,
Hayling, on Nov 20
Wild Angelica: Freshly flowering in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Nov 18
Common Centaury: A marginal find of an almost dead plant still holding up two
unopen flower buds in the Broadmarsh area on Nov 17
Water Figwort: One plant had been revived into full flowering by the
resumption of the overflow of water from the Bedhampton springs into the
Hermitage Stream on Nov 17 (also there were fresh flowers on Hybrid Water
Speedwell and Water Cress but no sign of Water Crowfoot)
Germander Speedwell: This is not plant which I expect to find flowering in
winter but one plant was in full flower at Warblington Cemetery and another at
Emsworth on Nov 18 (Common and Grey Field Speedwell and Thymeleaved Speedwell have all been seen this month)

Viper's Bugloss: A couple of fresh flowers on an dying plant at Noth Common
on Nov 20
Garden Lobelia: This was flowering as a garden escape at Emsworth on Nov 18
(when other escapes seen flowering were Green Alkanet and Honeysuckle)
Golden Samphire: This is almost universally over by now but I found a plant in
full flower in a sheltered situation near Farlington Marshes on |Nov 17
Fleabane: Both Common and Blue Fleabane were flowering with Black
Knapweed by the A27 at Broadmarsh on Nov 17
Winter Heliotrope: This is now in full flower with more than 100 spikes beside
the main road through Emsworth on Nov 18
Lesser Burdock: This and Pineappleweed were unexpected finds flowering by
Warblington Church on Nov 18
OTHER WILDLIFE
Harvest Mouse: Not a creature that you expect to feature in the news in
November but on Nov 19 the Slimbridge WWT website announced that some
Harvest Mice in their current exhibition of 'Threatened Species' had produced a
family of young within the past week. The breeding season for the species is said
to be from May to October, with a peak in August and September, but I suppose
bringing these animals indoors (plus the natural extension of our summers)
makes it less surprising that they should give birth in November. In case this
might seem an odd species to feature in a Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust centre
we should be aware that reedbeds are now one of the places where these
animals can thrive - they occur naturally both at Slimbridge and at Titchfield
Haven (which is where I first learnt that they will happily breed in the tops of
reeds which grow in standing water, and the adults will happily swim between
the reeds)
Fungi: On Nov 16 the annual display of Giant Polypore could be seen at the
base of one of the old Horse Chestnut trees in Havant park and there was a
surprising show of Honey Fungus growing alongside the Langbrook stream
running along the south of the park. Also on Nov 16 Yellow Brain Fungus and
Coral Spot were seen at Durlston. Several more species were found in the
Warblington cemetery area on Nov 18 - the first was a large Agaricus in the
meadow west of the cemetery (its size and pale pink gills suggested what Roger
Phillips shows as Agaricus excellens but this species is not listed by the
Hampshire Fungus recording group). In the old cemetery a magnificent show of
Tawny Funnel Cap was seen no more than 50 metres west of the cemetery
toilet block (under a small cedar type tree south of the path going west) and in
the new extension there was another great display of Stubble Rosegill
(Volvariella speciosa) with a single example of Bolbitius vitellinus (Yellow

Fieldcap) and some other smaller, white gilled, toadstool that were probably
one of the poisonous Clitocybe species. In Pook Lane the Wrinkled Peach
(Rhodotus palmatus) which I had first seen as buds on Nov 15 were probably
as large as they will get when I photographed them on Nov 18. On Nov 20 I
found more Volvariella speciosa at North Common on Hayling where I also
found Mycena pelianthina (a new species for me) together with the very
poisonous Clitocybe rivulosa (a common grassland species) and some out of
context Wood Blewitt. Last new species for the week was Orange Peel
fungus (Aleuria aurantia) which was reported at Durlston on Nov 21
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 16 - 22 (WEEK 46 OF 2009)
Fri 20 Nov
Flowers and Fungi at North Common on Hayling
This afternoon I had to collect some new spectacles from Hayling Island and I
chose the roundabout route through Northney knowing I had a fair chance of
adding another flowering plant (Hedgerow Cranesbill) to my November list - in
fact I did much better than expected with four new flower species and at least
three new fungi for the month.
As expected Hedgerow Cranesbill was flowering but I only saw one plant with
flowers immediately inside the kissing gate as you enter from the carpark. Near
the point where a path goes off to the west along the south of the marina inlet I
passed a single Dog Rose flower which I have not seen this month, and in the
jungle of dead Teazel plants east of this point I had a real surprise with a single
plant of Hemlock well grown and covered with white flowers. The fourth species
was found back in the carpark - a couple of flowers still showing on an almost
dead plant of Viper's Bugloss.
After seeing the Dog Rose I walked on east to the bay north of the new houses
and here, with the tide high, I counted 54 Shelduck on the water (this is always
a good winter site for Shelduck but this is the first large winter flock I have seen
- later there may be up to 100 here). The tide had also brought a moderate flock
of 50+ Lapwing into the Marina area but there was little else to see in the way
of birds.
On my way back I collected samples of several toadstools which I had passed on
the way out and, as usual when you start actively looking, I found more than I
had noticed earlier. Some, such as the Stubble Rosegill (Volvariella
speciosa), were so easy to name that I did not take specimens but I did pick
samples of at least four species which puzzled me and then had the usual
frustration, back at home, of finding pictures and descriptions in one book which
seemed to fit well but which were quite at odds with those in the two other books
I was using. Subsequently I checked out the possibilities via pictures on the
internet and have come to the conclusion that my haul included at least one
species that I have never come across before - Mycena pelianthina. One other
was an old friend - the deadly poisonous Clitocybe rivulosa - and I thought I
had another that I knew in Lyophyllum decastes (my specimen looked exactly

like the picture in Roger Phillips book had a cap colour much darker than his
picture of Lyophyllum loricatum) but the consensus of other sources was that
L. loricatum was the best choice (and that L. decastes is less common and
very variable in appearance so Roger Phillips had probably photographed a nontypical specimen). The fourth specimen also gave me trouble - the lilac colour of
the gills and the muddy brown of the cap and stem were all correct for Wood
Blewitt but the stem was only about 3cm tall so that the cap was only just
above the level of the surrounding grass. In the end I concluded that it was a
Wood Blewitt suffering from growing in an unusual situation. These fungi were
all growing on the seawall area away from woodland but they were growing close
to the path which has been re-surfaced last summer with materials that have
come from elsewhere, maybe including woody material, and the fungi may well
have come with the material.
Wed 18 Nov
More Fungi and Flowers at Warblington
This afternoon I walked to Warblington cemetery before coming back via Pook
Lane where I took some photos of the Wrinkled Peach fungus in almost
darkness under heavy clouds, luckily getting home without rain,
Walking down the Billy Trail I noted what is probably the last Honeysuckle
flower of the year and in the Wade Court south meadow there was still a good
showing of 50+ Teal, today accompanied by two Egrets, seven Grey Heron,
three hen Pheasants and a lone Black-tailed Godwit (the first time I have
seen it on this field this winter but probably the same single bird that used to
feed there last winter). Out on the mud the Shelduck count was up to 16 but
there was little else to see on the mud exposed to the strong wind.
My first port of call was Warblington cemetery which I approached from the sea
wall across the meadow taking the official footpath and near the hedge of this
field I found a large and very edible looking Mushroom with a cap 11 cm
across but rather pale gills. There was no sign of yellow staining and I
wonder if it is an example of Agaricus excellens?
In the cemetery I found Green Alkanet in flower plus Thyme-leaved
Speedwell and a very unexpected plant of Germander Speedwell in full
flower. Wandering across the grass among the graves I found a very colourful
troop of Tawny Funnelcap toadstools of which I took the photos below
Troop of Tawny Funnelcaps in Warblington cemetery (plus underside of Agaricus
excellens?)
I then went to the cemetery extension, finding Lesser Burdock, Black
Nightshade and Pineappleweed all in flower along the track passing south of
the church. In the extension many Stubble Rosegill (Volvariella speciosa)
fungi where flourishing, inviting more photos, and near them were more troops of
smaller pale fungi (possibly one of the poisonous Clitocybe species - dealbata
or rivulosa). One isolated toadstool was identifiable by its yellow cap as
Bolbitius vitellinus (the Yellow Cowpat toadstool)
Stubble Rosegill (Volvariella speciosa) - young and old - in Warblington Cemetery
extension

Heading now for Pook Lane I passed two more fungal species in the grass beside
the new road connecting Church Lane to Pook Lane but have not got near to
identifying them. In Pook Lane, despite being almost in the dark, I managed to
get a couple of shots of the Wrinkled Peach (Rhodotus palmatus) specimens
Tue 17 Nov
Flowers, fungi and a Kingfisher
This afternoon I cycled to Broadmarsh finding at least ten unexpected plants
in flower plus three or four fungi of which I could only identify one for certain
- also seen were Sparrowhawk, Kingfisher and 75 Lapwing resting
motionless on the stony shore at Broadmarsh.
I set off past the new Tesco store which will be open in a couple of weeks (when
we will regain use of the footpath between the store and Langbrook stream) and
I followed the Wayfarer's Way path through the Bedhampton Water Works area
after negotiating the large scale building works taking place along Ranelagh
Road. That road has recently been dug up to lay a very large water pipe between
the Water Company offices area and the Bedhampton springs and as I squeezed
along the narrow path left open I asked one of the workman what else was going
on - as I suspected he told me that when they have finished their work house
building will start on what has up to now been a grass field (sometimes with
sheep in it) along the north side of Ranelagh Road.
Emerging from the 'war zone' I immediately had a Sparrowhawk high overhead
(patrolling, not hunting) and was soon watching a Grey Wagtail by the
Hermitage Stream. Here, where the Bedhampton Springs overflow into the
stream, Hybrid Water Speedwell, Water Figwort and Water Cress all had
fresh flowers but there was nothing else of interest until the Broadmarsh slipway
area where Storksbill had flowers.
Reaching the cycle way to Portsmouth below the A27 embankment I spotted a
single plant of Common Centaury which still had two pink flower buds and in
the Chalk Dock area I came on a whole bush of Golden Samphire still in flower.
My best finds came as I returned along the cycleway around the outside of the
Broadmarsh open space. Here, where the cycleway comes up to the level of the
road just before reaching the Harts Farm Way roundabout, was a patch of
roadside grass in which Black Knapweed, Blue Fleabane, common Fleabane
and Small-flowered Cranesbill were in flower (more proof that wild flowers
love the warmth and funes of motor cars!). Before crossing the Hermitage
Stream by the road bridge I noticed a troop of 'Horse Mushrooms' under the
trees on the slope of the Broadmarsh 'mountain' but did not stop to check their
identity. After the bridge however, passing the electricity substation opposite the
'Amenity Tip', I did stop when I saw a troop of Volvariella speciosa (called
Stubble Rosegill because they are normally found in harvested arable fields but
here thriving on woodchip mulch under planted shrubs). Also in the mulch were
some large Panaeolus type fungi with a thin white stem 13cm tall and a large
bellshaped cap more than 4 cm across the base and 3 cm tall - I think this must
be a large P. semiovatus - and near them were some smaller very white
capped tufted fungi with curved stems up to 5cm long and caps 3 cm across

and less than 1cm in height (so far no suggestion for a name but probably
related to Panaeolus)
I turned down the path beside the Brockhampton stream in the hope of seeing
the Kingfisher which was not there when I arrived on the bridge close to his
favourite perch but before I moved on a small bird came whizzing upstream with
the sun behind it, saw me and piped its annoyance before turning round to seek
privacy elsewhere.
On Budds Farm Pools the duck numbers were low - a couple of Swans and two
or three each of Shoveler, Gadwall, Tufted Duck, Pochard and Mallard with
only one Teal and a couple of Little Grebes seen.
Heading on up Southmoor Lane both Large Flowered Evening Primrose and
Musk Mallow still had flowers in the wildflower planting, and further up the
roadside grass had Herb Robert, Sweet Alison and Creeping Thistle in
flower while the Water Wheel area of the Langbrook stream still had Water
Forget-me-not in flower. Not a bad list for mid-November!
Mon 16 Nov
More fungi in Havant
With trees nearing breaking point in today's strong wind I was amused to find a
cluster of Mycena inclinata (Clustered Bonnet) fungi, with stems only 1 mm
wide but 110 mm tall, managing to support caps 2 cm wide without even
swaying, in wood debris on the ground below Beech, Walnut and Plum trees at
the end of our garden.
The wind discouraged a long walk but I did chose a different route to the shops
today, going around the southern side of Havant Park where one of the old
Chestnut trees has its usual massive display of Giant Polypore and another had
a smaller display of Glistening Inkcaps. Walking beside the concrete channel of
the Lavant/Langbrook stream across the road from the bus station I was
surprised to find a really big display of Honey Fungus coming up under the
metal railings which prevent you from falling into the stream - I suppose there
were trees growing here in the past and that the remains of their roots are still
decaying under the concrete and tarmac to feed the fungus which probably
extends over a stretch some thirty metres long
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 9 - 15 (WEEK 45 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Divers: On Nov 12 six Red-throated were seen in Christchurch Harbour while
just across the channel on Nov 11 there were 26 of them at one site on the
Normandy coast. On Nov 9 two Black-throated were off Bexhill and on Nov 12
one was seen at Christchurch Harbour and on Nov 14 singles were seen at
Dungeness and Sandwich Bay. Great Northern are becoming relatively
numerous with 10 off the Devon coast on Nov 8 when 2 were in Weymouth Bay
and 1 in Southampton Water. Nov 14 brought another single in Southampton
Water, one near Hurst Castle off Lymington (though this one seems also to have

been reported as a Black-throated), two in Christchurch Harbour, three in
Studland Bay and four off Selsey Bill.
Grebes: At least 99 Great Crested were in Langstone Harbour on Nov 6 (and
45 were seen from the Hayling Oysterbeds on Nov 12) while a count of 376 was
recorded at a Dutch site on Nov 14. One Red-necked was at Dungeness RSPB
on Nov 11 and another wnet past the observatory on Nov 14. Three Slavonian
were in the Lymington area on Nov 8 (with one in Langstone Harbour on Nov
12). There have been no reports of the Langstone Harbour Black-necks since
six were seen on Nov 8
Petrels: One Storm Petrel and three Leach's were off Brittany on Nov 9 while
the strong winds of Nov 14 brought five Leach's to the Portland area and three
to Christchurch Harbour, even blowing one up the Severn estuary inland to
Slimbridge
Bittern: In the three days from Nov 10 to 12 there were reports of singles at
Dungeness, Rye Harbour, Poole Harbour and Radipole (Weymouth). One was in
Cornwall on Nov 14
Cattle Egret: The Pennington/Lymington bird was seen again on Nov 8 and 9.
One was in the Saltash area of Cornwall on Nov 11 and one was back at the
Dungeness RSPB site on Nov 14
Great White Egret: One was still at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) on Nov 14
and another at the Dungeness RSPB reseve on Nov 11. Over on the continent a
total of 43 were seen at half a dozen sites on Nov 9, and on Nov 10 one was in
Devon
Glossy Ibis: Two are still based at the Dungeness RSPB reserve where they first
appeared on Sep 22. Over in Holland two Sacred Ibis are still present
Spoonbill: No news of the Pagham Harbour bird since Nov 7 - maybe the bird
seen at Hook/Warsash on Nov 11 had come from Pagham? Up to three have
been seen at Lodmoor(Weymouth), on Nov 8 there were still 11 in Poole Harbour
and on Nov 9 there were six in Devon and four in Cornwall
Bewick's Swan: When I started to take an interest in birds in Hampshire in the
1980s a regular large winter flock of Bewick's could be expected in the Avon
Valley (I think the peak count was 275 birds on 11 Jan 1986) but we are lucky to
have a count of 10 birds nowadays (in 2008 ten were present for one day only
and in 2009 there were 10 there on three days between Feb 14 and Mar 4). The
first report for the valley this winter is of 3 there on Nov 10. Elsewhere the first
migrants were reported in Holland on Oct 9 (just 3 birds), the first 14 birds
reached Slimbridge on Nov 1 and on Nov 2 there were at least 56 at three
continental sites followed by two reaching Dungeness on Nov 4 (four there next
day)
Brent Goose: I think a new wave of birds arrived in the English Channel on Nov
9 when 3748 were reported off Pointe du Hoc on the Normandy coast (on Nov 11

there were more birds than I expected on the Langstone South Moors shore possibly new arrivals still moving west) but these have brought no indication of a
good breeding season with them.
Pale-bellied Brent: One had been seen off Thorney Island on Oct 14 but not
reported since - maybe it has moved to Fishbourne Channel of Chichester
Harbour where one was seen on Nov 10
Black Brant: Nov 5 brought the first report of one in the West Wittering area
but I suspect this may have been a sighting of the bird which was first seen
around Thorney Island on Oct 14 (but not mentioned again after Nov 17)
Shelduck: The first count to exceed 100 this winter was of 149 off Pointe du
Hoc (Normandy) on Nov 9 and this may reflect the major arrival of birds in our
area for this winter
Wigeon: On Nov 6 Jason Crook estimated that 250 were present around
Farlington Marshes and on Nov 11 I had my highest count (76) on them in the
mouth of the Langbrook Stream off the Langstone South Moors
Teal: Of local interest in Havant the recent rain has brought floodwater back to
the pony field south of Wade Court at Langstone and on Nov 15 more than 75
Teal were there for the first time this winter. Nov 14 saw a good count of 124 on
Alresford Pond upstream from Winchester
Pintail: Further evidence of a major wildfowl arrival on Nov 9 is in a count of 634
off Pointe du Hoc in Normandy. The count at Slimbridge was 60 on Nov 11 and
up to 110 on Nov 14
Pochard: A count of 230 at Slimbridge on Nov 13 is another 'highest count so far
this winter'
Scaup: Five were at Abbotsbury in Dorset on Nov 10 after three had been seen
there on Nov 6 (both counts are the highest so far in southern England this
winter)
Eider: Another 'highest so far' is a count of 27 in the Pegwell Bay area of east
Kent on Nov 9
Long-tailed Duck: One passing Spurn Point in Yorkshire on Oct 16 was the first
I know of for this winter and it was followed by one in Devon on Nov 1 and one
in Cornwall on Nov 8. In this setting the appearance of two in Langstone Harbour
on Nov 12 (seen from the Oyster Beds) is significant. Latest news is of a single
male in Freshwater Bay (IoW) on Nov 14
Goldeneye: The first of the winter in the Channel area were seen on Oct 13
(Warsash) and Oct 14 (south Hayling) but so far the highest count has been of 7
(including 2 drakes) at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) on Nov 12. The first in
Langstone Harbour was seen on Nov 6

Red-breasted Merganser: 56 in Portsmouth Harbour on Nov 4 seems to mark
the first major arrival with Langstone Harbour having 68 on Nov 6 and 77 on Nov
12
Goosander: On Nov 14 the count at the Blashford Lakes went up from 16 to 20
Rough-legged Buzzard: There is a confident report of two flying in off the sea
at Hastings on Nov 9 but these may, like the Woodpigeons, have been making a
minor detour from a south westerly path across Europe to Iberia and probably
did not remain in England (on that day 4 separate singles passed over continental
sites)
Osprey: Also on Nov 9 a late Osprey was reported passing over Belgium (the
first anywhere since Oct 28)
Water Rail: One was at Portland on Nov 12 and two were there on Nov 13
indicating that this species is now moving to winter quarters and this was backed
up by the arrival of the first of the winter at the Eastleigh Lakeside country park,
also on Nov 13.
Common Crane: It would appear that the major departure of these birds from
north west Europe started on Nov 2 when Trektellen carried reports from five
separate sites with counts of 82, 57, 21, 16 and 1 birds passing. By Nov 10 this
had stepped up to counts of 164, 118, 54, 47 and 2 birds. No reports from
southern England since one was on the Isle of Wight on Oct 26 and 27
Avocet: The number at Farlington Marshes was up to 11 on Nov 6 and 7, with
21 there on Nov 12 - whether all these will stay there through the winter is not
certain but last winter there were 32 or 33 there on Jan 1 (2009) with 29 still
around on Feb 11
Purple Sandpiper: The first report from Southsea Castle this winter was of 9
birds on Nov 9 with at least 6 there on Nov 10. A count of 37 at Pegwell Bay in
Kent on Nov 8 seems to indicate an influx of which the Southsea birds were a
part. On Nov 12 there was another count of around 34 in the Thanet area of Kent
and on Nov 14 there were 25 in Cornwall
Dunlin: The Nov 9 entry in Brian Fellows' Emsworth Wildlife Diary (
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm ) has an account (with
photos) of a Dunlin recently seen at a Norfolk coastal site with a Cockle attached
to its foot. It seems likely that the Dunlin had flown a good many miles carrying
this unwanted weight and this story reminded me that quite a few shore birds are
less lucky than this one, losing whole feet to shell fish (or frost). As shorebirds
have to feed when the tide drops to expose the mud (and every other tide is
during hours of darkness) they often have to search for food using their sensitive
bill tips when it is too dark to see clearly where they are placing their feet - if
they happen to 'tread on the exposed face' of a Clam- type shellfish the clam not
unexpectedly closes its shell very rapidly and can cut of the bird's foot in the
process. Feet can also be lost when the bird is sleeping - waders have a

mechanism to cut off the flow of blood to their legs to maintain body
temperature, and if the mud on which its numb foot is resting freezes during the
night the bird may be unable to pull itself free when it wakes up and needs to
take off - should it wake up and find a predator about to grab it the bird can only
pull itself free at the expense of losing a foot.
Snipe: A count of 95 at Farlington Marshes on Nov 12 was unusual (counts there
did not exceed 33 in the previous autumn and did not reach 100 until March in
2008)
Jack Snipe: On Nov 14 one landed close to birders at East Head in Chichester
Harbour who were waiting to see the Snow Bunting
Black-tailed Godwit: The number at Farlington Marshes (which had peaked at
760 on Oct 4 this autumn) dropped back to 400 on Nov 6. By comparison on Oct
1 there were 1215 birds at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour.
Wilson's Phalarope: One was at Slimbridge from Nov 7 to 11 (at least)
Grey Phalarope: Eight reports of eleven birds between Nov 8 and 14 - the only
Hampshire sighting was in the Lymington area on Nov 14
Little Gull: We have seen very few in southern England so far this autumn but
plenty are now passing along the French coast with a peak count of 2144 off the
Normandy coast on Nov 9 when other nearby sites recorded counts of 1499, 637
and 348. On Nov 14 high winds blew a few onto our shores but the peak counts
were only 7 birds at each of Portland and Milford (west of Lymington)
Sabine's Gull: On Nov 14 high winds blew a young bird up the Severn estuary
to be recorded at Slimbridge - two others were seen that day at Portland and in
the Scillies
Common Gull: Although there have been counts of more than 200 on the
continent since Oct 9 the first large numbers are only now being seen in southern
England - on Nov 4 there were 126 at Badminston pits near Calshot, on Nov 5
Portland recorded 400 and on Nov 14 there were 220 inland in Hampshire are
Alresford Pond north east of Winchester
Herring Gull: Hampshire saw more of these this week with a count of 504
passing south over the Test Valley north of Romsey on Nov 12
Auks: Two Razorbills were in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Nov 1 but
across the Channel there were 835 mixed Auks on Nov 2 and 959 on Nov 9.
England has fared better with Little Auks of which a maximum of three have
been reported from the continent this week while Cornwall had 12 on Nov 8,
Spurn Point had 4 on Nov 9 and one was in Southampton Water on Nov 10
(Cornwall had another on Nov 14)
Wood Pigeon: Locally Jason Crook watched 2960 of them fly west over
Broadmarsh at Havant on Nov 6 and similar numbers are still being reported
along our south coast (e.g. 2840 over Poole on Nov 8) while big numbers are still

moving on the continent (on Nov 9 five sites in Holland and Belgium had counts
of 22434, 10046, 7526, 6302 and 5557)
Shorelark: Last week (Nov 5) one was seen briefly at Sandy Point in Hayling
before it flew east but the only report since then is of one at Swalecliffe on the
north Kent coast on Nov 8
Swallow: Seven reports between Nov 6 and 14 with two on the north Kent coast
on Nov 14 when two more were seen in the Scillies
House Martin: Three new reports this week with the latest being of two at
Reculver on the north Kent coast on Nov 14
Wren: These are normally seen singly by day though two are often seen
confronting each other so the sight of a cluster of six perched on one bush in the
company of a tit flock on Nov 11 was reported as unusual. I suspect that these
may have grouped together (as most bird species do) for company on their
travels (perhaps they had just come across the Channel with the Tits?) but even
when settled for the winter we have all heard reports of numbers like 50
crammed together in one nest box for mutual warmth on a freezing night.
Common Redstart: One seen in east Hampshire on Oct 25 seemed to have
been the last of the year until I saw a report of a late female still present in
Devon on Nov 5
Whinchat: One seen at Folkestone on Nov 10 was the first to be reported since
Oct 23 - it was probably a late migrant but Whinchat have been known to
winter in England
Wheatear: One at Southsea on Nov 9 was the first anywhere since Nov 5
Ring Ousel: Two were still in Dorset on Nov 9 (at Lodmoor and Ballard Down)
and one was in Holland on Nov 11
Blackbird: These are still arriving from the continent daily with a peak of 100
(plus 50 Song Thrushes) at Portland on Nov 9
Fieldfare: A total of 4531 were found in the New Forest (total from 32 sites) on
the weekend of Nov 7/8 (2000 flew over Slimbridge on Nov 7)
Redwing: A total of 7224 at 32 sites in the New Forest on the weekend Nov 7/8
Dartford Warbler: 107 were found in the New Forest on Nov 7 during the first
of this winter's surveys - last year there were 103 found by a similar survey on
Nov 23 (shrinking to 84 in the next survey on Dec 21). Similar counts in 2007
were of 77 birds on Nov 18 and 59 on Dec 15.
Taiga Flycatcher (Ficedula albicilla): Photos of what might have been a bird
of this species appeared on the Cornwall Birding website after it had been seen
on Nov 6. If the id had been proved this would only be the third record for the

UK after two individuals were seen in 2003 (one in Yorkshire and one in
Shetland)
Brown Shrike: The long staying bird was still at the Staines Moor site near
Heathrow on Nov 7
Great Grey Shrike: Just one was recorded during the New Forest wide search
for them on Nov 7/8
Brambling: A flock of 100 was at Barrow Moor (just east of the Rhinefield
Ornamental Drive in the New Forest) on Nov 11. This is the first large flock in
Hampshire this winter but there were 125 passing over Durlston on Nov 2 and
562 passing Hamburg in Germany on Nov 7
Greenfinch: Maybe a few more have arrived from the continent to bolster our
diminished stocks - back on Nov 5 around 150 were on Pagham spit, on Nov 6
Christchurch Harbour had 125 with 89 there on Nov 11 and there were 70 at
Shoreham Harbour on Nov 13
Twite: A group of five have been on the east Kent coast since late October but
maybe more are on their way as there was a count of 60 on the Dutch coast on
Nov 14
Common (or Mealy) Redpoll: One had been caught and ringed at Sandwich
Bay on Nov 4 and another was reported from Durlston on Nov 11 while four were
seen in Holland on Nov 14
Parrot Crossbill: First report for this winter comes from Hamburg in Germany
where 6 birds were seen on Nov 12
Bullfinch: Latest reports of migrants come from Farlington Marshes (two birds
there on Nov 6), Hastings (six passing on Nov 9) while on Nov 11 six were seen
together in Ashdown Forest and 7 in a copse on the eastern edge of the New
Forest adjacent to Hythe.
Snow Bunting: After a report of 13 at Sandwich Bay on Nov 8 there were 16
there on Nov 10 followed by a flock of 31 in the Thanet area on Nov 11. Also on
Nov 11 one was seen at East Head near West Wittering and that one was still
there on Nov 14
Corn Bunting: 8 were found in the Longwood Warren area (below Cheesefoot
Head to the east of Winchester) on Nov 8. As with the group of 5 seen at The
Burgh on the Sussex Downs near Amberley on Nov 6 some of the males gave
intermittent song
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Common Darters were still active in the Gosport area on Nov 9 when
several were seen in the Thanet area of Kent.

Butterflies
Clouded Yellow: At least one was flying at Gosport on Nov 5 and there
have been further sightings at Selsey Bill and Folkestone on Nov 9. At least
one was still flying at Gosport on Nov 12
Common Blue: One at Gosport on Nov 5
Holly Blue: Also one at Gosport on Nov 5
Red Admiral: Six new reports including a count of 20 at Gosport on Nov
9. Three other reports on Nov 9 from Havant, Hove (Brighton) and Thanet
with one seen near Winchester on Nov 11 and sightings at Portland,
Andover and Gosport on Nov 12
Painted Lady: Nine seen in Gosport on Nov 5 and one at Bartley Heath in
north Hampshire on Nov 7. Singles were at Portland and Gosport on Nov 12
Small Tortoiseshell: One seen at Heathfield near Crowborough on Nov 8
and another at Folkestone on Nov 9
Peacock: One at Hilsea Lines in Portsmouth on Nov 7
Comma: One at Hilsea Lines in Portsmouth on Nov 7
Speckled Wood: One at Gosport on Nov 9
Moths
Grey Birch Button (1051 Acleris logiana): This is an established
species in the Scottish Highlands which has only recently begun to appear
in southern England (first Hampshire record in Jan 2003) but it is now
becoming more frequent in the south. It normally emerges in September
and continues to fly until April. The first report for this winter comes from
West Wittering on Nov 10
Scarce Umber (1933 Agriopis aurantiaria): First report from Bartley
Heath in north Hampshire on Nov 7. This is a fairly common species with
nearly wingless females and males which fly in October and November.
PLANTS
85 species found flowering in the first half of November, including Sweet and
Early Dog Violets, Golden Samphire, Green Alkanet, Mouse-ear
Hawkweed, Common and Ramping Fumitory plus Weasel's Snout (or
Lesser Snapdragon). Latest additions on Nov 15 were Cow Parsley and
Shining Cranesbill in the Langstone/Warblington area
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fungi: A number of Field Blewits have appeared in the Havant Eastern Road
cemetery (and at Durlston) this week along with the first Amethyst Deceivers
of the autumn and a Tricholoma species that may be T. argyraceum (I have
recorded it as T. atrosquamosum, Dark Scaled Knight, as T. argyraceum is

not listed in the list of English names for Fungi though it is still listed by the
Hampshire recording group with seven records in Hampshire!). On my lawn the
Deceivers, Mycena flavo-alba, Snowy and Parrot Waxcaps have now been
joined by a number of Orange Mosscaps (Rickenella/Mycena fibula). By far
the most important fungal news this week relates to a couple of fungi
found several weeks ago in Danbury Court (off Westbourne Avenue in Emsworth)
- until this week their identity was disputed but we now have an expert opinion
that they are Neolentinus lepideus, an uncommon fungus causing drastic
rotting of coniferous wood which has not been sufficiently protected by creosote.
It's official English name is Scaly sawgill but I prefer the unofficial name of
'Train Wrecker' which comes from its ability to turn railway sleepers to powder
and thus derail trains. Three other fungi were found at Durlston on Nov 13 Jew's Ear (now Jelly Ear), Candlesnuff and Dead Man's Fingers (Xylaria
polymorpha).
After writing the above I made the cycle trip described in my diary for Nov 15,
adding Rhodotus palmatus (Wrinkled Peach) to my finds for the week - that
was in Pook Lane at Warblington and in the same lane there was the remains of
a large show of Agrocybe cylindracea (Poplar Field Cap)
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 9 - 15 (WEEK 45 OF 2009)
Sun 15 Nov
Winter flowerings and Wade Court wetland
Mid-day sunshine suggested a quick cycle trip to see if the Winter Heliotrope
was now in flower by Wade Lane outside Wade Court and it was - at least three
flower heads now up.
Continuing to the shore end of Wade Lane I heard the 'belling' of Teal back
on the newly flooded field south of Wade Court and counted more than 75
birds there.
Cycling along the shore to Pook Lane I noted a dozen Wigeon and a couple of
Shelduck among the Brent at the end of the lane, and almost as soon as I had
turned into Pook Lane I passed a massive display of rotting fungi on the bank
above the streamlet - I have found Agrocybe cylindracea (Poplar Fieldcap)
here in the past and I found just one specimen fresh enough to establish that
that was what these fungi had been. Half-way up the lane (just north of the field
gate opening off on the west side of the lane) there is (among brambles on the
east side of the lane) the cut end of a large tree which came down several years
back and which has had the uncommon Rhodotus palmatus (Wrinkled
Peach) fungus on it in the past - today two small buds had just appeared on the
wood and the delicate peach pink of their caps was enough to tell me that the
species was still present here (hopefully photos in the near future).
Passing the Pook Lane stables, just before turning onto the footbridge over the
A27, a plant of Cow Parsley was covered with fresh flowers, and in the 'twitchel

path' leading from the north end of the bridge back to Wade Court Road I was
delighted to see a single bright pink flower of Shining Cranesbill
Fri 13 Nov
Fungi and flowers in Havant Cemetery
After some very heavy showers this morning I took a short walk to the Havant
Eastern Road cemetery where a good show of Field Blewits had come up
alongside a couple of other toadstool species. One was the unmistakeable
Amethyst Deceiver (the ordinary brown Deceivers were also present) but I
cannot name the other precisely - it is clearly a Tricholoma species but could
be one of several. It is a smallish, trooping toadstool flourishing on grass under
Common Lime trees and the caps are 35 to 66mm across, smoothly convex
with a dark brown skin flaking everywhere to reveal thin white flesh below - the
flakes curl up and give a very ornamental look. The stems are fairly short and
thin, not much more than 40 mm tall on the larger specimens and with a width of
4 to 8 mm. The gills are whitish and fairly dense, contracting as they near the
stem (technically 'emarginate'). The stems are whitish but with a hint of the
brown from the cap and have no sign of a ring. Perhaps the most likely
candidates are Tricholoma atrosquamosum and T. argyraceum
While in the cemetery I found just one flower on the Early Dog Violets and
Burnet Saxifrage was flowering with Hedge Bedstraw. Of the planted
wildflower seed Cornflower and Red Campion could both be seen and both
Scarlet Pimpernel and Creeping Cinquefoil had flowers.
Up the road I could still tick Weasel's Snout and Common Ramping
Fumitory and en route I noted Pellitory of the Wall, Common Gorse,
Creeping Buttercup and Hawkweed Oxtongue while the flower beds in my
garden still have Common Fumitory, Yellow Oxalis and Field Speedwell in
flower.
Wed 11 Nov
Lawn Fungi and the identification of a Hampshire fungal rarity
This morning I took a few photos (below) of fungi on my lawn showing the
current state of the Deceivers and Parrot Waxcaps (which I showed when
they first appeared) plus the more recent Snowy Waxcaps.
For those with a general interest in fungi who may have recently seen
pictures of a mystery fungus on Brian Fellows website (they can still be seen at
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm if you scroll down to
the Nov 1 entry about the Danbury Court fungi) I have just had confirmation
of their identity from the Hampshire Fungus Recorder who has consulted with an
expert and tells us they are a rather uncommon species called Neolentinus
lepideus (formerly Lentinus) which is related to Lentinus tigrinus (which was
my inexpert guess at their name). Both species appear in the Collins New
Generation Guide to Fungi by Stefan Buczacki (a highly recommended backup
to the many books which have photos of fungi - this has good colour drawings

but its main advantage lies in the wealth of background info which the New
Generation guides include).
The entry for Lentinus lepideus tells us that it likes to grow on structural
coniferous timber such as railway sleepers or pit props (especially when the
timber is buried and invisible at the surface). It also tells us that the fungus can
assume weird shapes when growing in dark mines, but the book does not
mention the most signficant feature of the Danbury Court specimens, namely that
they become as hard as fossilised wood with age (this was perhaps the main
feature leading to their identification) - I assume it is this feature (tough enough
to derail a train) that causes the fungus to be named 'The Train Wrecker'
though that name is more likely to come from the ability of the fungus to destroy
the wood of railway sleepers. One scientific paper on the Biochemistry of Wood
Rotting starts by saying .. "The fungus Lentinus lepideus Fr. is a frequent
cause of decay in worked timber, particularly in imperfectly creosoted material. It
is often associated with the rotting of railway sleepers, telegraph poles and
paving blocks, which it is able to attack on account of its tolerance of a
comparatively high concentration of creosote. It is also an important factor in the
decay of timber in mines.
I see that in Sep 2009 the Hampshire fungal database had just one record of this
species, found somewhere in the very centre of Hampshire - now, thanks to Keith
Wileman (who found the fungus) and Brian Fellows (who publicised its presence)
- the county has two records.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 2 - 8 (WEEK 44 OF 2009)
This week I have changed my procedure for gaining information about
continental bird movements. Previously I have gone to the Trektellen website and
laboriously looked through the complete reports from all the sites in France,
Belgium, the Netherlands, Great Britain (and occasionally other countries such as
Germany and Spain), selecting what I considered to be interesting items (not
necessarily those highlighted as 'exceptional' by the reporter. This week I went to
the Trektellen home page and just selected 'Remarkable' (leftmost entry on the
second row of options at the head of the page). This takes you to a page
showing all the entries for one day, selected at the head of this page, which have
been highlighted as 'unusual' by the observers. These entries have been sorted
by species so you see e.g. four reports of Great White Egret from different sites,
followed by reports on the next species, on the selected day (each line gives the
Site name, the country it is in, the species name, and the reported count). Using
this list I get most of the information I want for my summary with minimal effort
though I amy miss reports of species that I would think to be of interest but
which are not exceptional at the reporting site. In the near future I hope to
update my Links page to show all the sites from which I get news for my
summaries.
BIRDS

Divers: Among other reports one Red-throated flew west off Worthing on Nov
1 and six were on the sea off Rye Harbour by Nov 5. One Great Northern was
off Sandy Point (Hayling) on Nov 3, and a Black-throated was seen at
Dungeness on Oct 31. Great Northern are becoming relatively common with
thirteen reports this week including one in Southampton Water on Nov 8 and six
in Weymouth Bay on Nov 6. buth there have only been two sightings of Blackthroated - one west past Dungeness on Oct 31 and two off Jersey (Channel
Isles) on Nov 4
Slavonian Grebe: There have been several reports of sinlge birds during
October but early November has brought two to Wemouth Bay on Nov 4 and two
to the Lymington shore on Nov 7
Bittern: More are now appearing on the south coast. The first site to have more
than one was Dungeness RSPB with three on Nov 4 and on Nov 8 the Kent Stour
Valley had its first winter arrival (one was booming there in June)
Cormorant: A new Dorset county record was set on Nov 2 when 687 Cormorant
were counted in Poole Harbour (481 going to roost on Brownsea Island)
Bittern: Three were seen at the Dungeness RSPB site on Nov 4 (all other reports
of Bittern so far this autumnhave been of single birds)
Little Egret: Our coastal birds will soon be heading inland for the winter and a
report of one at Fleet Pond in north Hampshire at dusk on Nov 1 may be a first
indication of this. Confusingly the report says .. "left N to roost; unusual at site."
.. leaving me uncertain if the 'unusual at site' referred to the presence of the bird
or the direction in which it left - I presume the former and that this was the first
Egret seen there for some time (I have no reports of Egrets at this pond over the
past three years).
Great White Egret: My impression that Great White Egrets are relatively
common just across the English Channel is supported by Trektellen reports for
Nov 1 when 12 Great White were at Hageven Lommel in Belgium with five
other sites reporting counts on that day of 6, 3, 3, 1, 1 birds
Glossy Ibis: Two remained at the Dungeness RSPB site up to at least Nov 7 and
two others were near the North Walls of Pagham Harbour on Oct 30 and 31.
Maybe one of these was seen at Ferring Rife (behind Worthing) on Oct 31
Spoonbill: The young bird was still at Pagham Harbour on Nov 4 and 14 were
based at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour from Oct 27 to Nov 2 at least while
four were in the Scillies on Nov 1
Bewick's Swan: 14 (possibly 18) of these arrived at Slimbridge on Nov 1 when
they had to struggle against a strong headwind to complete their 2,600 km
journey from Siberia. They were a week later than expected. Just over 50
newcomers were seen on the near continent on Nov 2 and to have continued to
arrive there (15 reported on Nov 7)

Whooper Swan: These have been arriving in small numbers since the beginning
of October but current news is of one satellite tracked bird arriving at
Caerlaverock in Scotland on Nov 5 (just in time for the morning feed!) after
completing an 800 km non-stop flight from Iceland in 14 hours (record for this
trip is 11 hours)
Whitefront Goose: On Nov 5 a skein of 9 (possibly a total of 24) flew east over
Christchurch Harbour heading for Hampshire but so fa no further news of them/
Canada Goose: A very leucistic bird (seemingly pure white from a distance) was
seen on Nov 4 flying east over the Warsash area with 80 other Canadas, probably
heading for Titchfield Haven. This bird has been at the Haven over the last two
winters and is now returning for at least its third year there. What I presume was
a different white bird was seen in the 5ortsmouth area during several winters in
the 1990s (?)
Shelduck: Winter numbers are now building up at south coast sites to judge by
a count of 57 at Newtown Harbour (IoW) on Nov 2 (highest previous count this
autumn on the south coast was 38 off south east Hayling during the Oct 17
WeBS count
Pintail: Around 90 were at Pulborough Brooks on Nov 2 was also a highest count
for this autumn following 53 in Langstone Harbour on Oct 4. Since then 76
dropped off at Hook/Warsash on Nov 7 but flew on west.
Scaup: Three newly arrived at Abbotsbury Swannery in Dorset on Nov 6 (up to
four there last winter)
Red-breasted Merganser: 56 were in Portsmouth Harbour, seen from Gosport,
on Nov 4 - this is another highest count with 26 in the south of Langstone
Harbour on Oct 14 being the previous peak
Goosander: ... and another peak for this autumn was a count of 16 on the
Blashford Lakes at Ringwood om Nov 1 (previous high of 12 at that site on Oct
20
Ruddy Duck: ... and another peak with 12 at the Blashford Lakes on Nov 1 (8
there on Oct 6 and 10 on Oct 31)
Honey Buzzard: The latest ever seen in Dorset was over Corfe Castle on Nov 7
Hobby: Another late bird was seen in Dorset on Nov 4
Common Crane: No more news of the young bird seen in the Isle of Wight on
Oct 26 and 27 (presumably an off course migrant) but over on the continent the
main autumn passage seems to have got underway on Nov 1 when 18 flew over
a Belgian site, followed on Nov 2 by a count of 82 over one Dutch site and counts
of 57, 21, 16 and 1 at other sites
Avocet: Three were at Farlington Marshes on Nov 2 and 4, and eleven were
there on Nov 6

Lapwing: 2100 flew over one Dutch site on Nov 4 (a total of 1850 seen on Oct
28 was the previous peak movement)
Purple Sandpiper: a count of 37 in Thanet (Kent) on Nov 8 is the highest
anywhere so far this winter (previous peak was 14 in Cornwall on Oct 12
Curlew Sandpiper: A late bird at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 4 was the first
anywhere since Oct 26
Black-tailed Godwit: More than usual are feeding in the Emsworth area this
autumn - 130 at Nore Barn on Nov 5
Green Sandpiper: The longest period when this species was not reported
somewhere in the south this year was from May 6 to 27 and groups of up to 34
were seen on several dates in August so a report of two birds at Budds Farm in
Havant on Nov 2 and one flying over the Hermitage Stream in Leigh Park
(Havant) on Nov 4 is of local interest only but probably marks the start of regular
winter sightings in the Havant area (so far no news of wintering Common
Sandpipers in the Havant area)
Little Gull: 413 were off the French Normandy coast on Nov 5 and on Nov 7 two
sites there reported 813 and 1250 birds (with another 637 on Nov 8)
Great Blackback Gull: 96 were seen at Sandwich Bay on Oct 16 (presumably
just pausing on passage) and 45 were similarly resting in a coastal field near
Worthing on Oct 20 so a flock of 99 resting on the HMS Sultan playing fields at
Gosport on Nov 1 may well have been a passage flock (last year there were 42
there on Nov 9). In 2007 Rye Harbour reported 700 on Oct 27 while Christchurch
Harbour had 109 on Dec 18 seeming to indicate that some of these large 'one off'
gatherings are of birds remaining in the south coast area through the winter and
this is supported by two isolated counts in the early months of 2007 (100+ in the
Sussex Cuckmere Valley on Jan 31 and 1200 there on Feb 10 with 343 at Rye
Harbour on Feb 1). No similar counts in early 2008 but this year I saw a report of
300+ in the Cuckmere Valley on Jan 25
Sandwich Tern: Five were in the Langstone Harbour entrance area on Nov 3 wintering birds
Common Tern: One in the Hook/Warsash area on Nov 3 was presumably a late
passage bird
Auk species: A mixed bag of 835 Guillemots and Razorbills was off the Brittany
coast on Nov 2
Razorbill: 504 reported off Cabo Ajo (between Bibao and Santander in north
Spain) on Nov 3
Stock Dove: More now being seen in southern England. 79 over Christchurch
Harbour on Nov 2, 60 over Durlston on Nov 4 when 160 (presumably new in from
the continent) were seen from Hastings country park. On Nov 5 Christchurch
Harbour had 146 over

Wood Pigeon: 14,990 flew west over Constitution Hill in Poole on Nov 2 when
Christchurch Harbour had 7300 and Portland reported 4000 (though probably
many more passed over as on Nov 3 Portland did not give a count but reported
many flying over at the limit of naked eye vision (around 8,000 feet or 1.5 miles
up). Highest of six counts on Nov 4 was 8,000 over Portland (and 7879 over
Blairgowrie in Scotland). On Nov 5 Lee Evans saw 2,500 passing over his home in
Buckinghamshore and summed up our knowledge of these autumn movements,
saying that the birds we see each autumn come from Fenno-Scandinavia (few if
any British birds are involved) and head for Iberia and Italy. For some unknown
reason they return in spring by a different route which does not take them over
Britain. Since theses mid-week reports passage has increased and the highest
counts have been 27300 over Christchurch on Nov 5, 29600 over Dorset on Nov
6, 26800 over the mouth of Poole Harbour on Nov 6, 22800 over Christchurch on
Nov 6 and 20,000 + over Hastings on Nov 6. Here in Hampshire 10380 went over
Southampton on Nov 6 and there have been other large counts across Britain
including Scotland.
Swift: Two were seen over Belgium on Nov 1 when another was near Calais
Little Swift: One was calimed in Cornwall on Oct 31
Hoopoe: The bird seen near Brighstone on the Isle of Wight on Oct 15 and 16
was reported to be still there on Nov 2
Shorelark: One was on the Hayling Beach at Sandy Point on Nov 5 but soon
flew east into Sussex (the only other reports from England this autumn have
been one on the Isle of Wight from Aug 29 to Sep 5 and one on the Lymington
Marshes on Oct 13)
Skylark: Continental birds still arriving in moderate numbers - at Sandwich Bay
120 were seen on Nov 2 and 28 were seen to fly in off the sea on Nov 3
Swallow: 12 Novermber reports this year including 7 over Portland (and 2 at
Dungeness) on Nov 2, then one over Hook/Warsash on Nov 3 (another report of
one there on Nov 4 - maybe someone has the wrong date?). Nov 4 saw six over
Christchurch Harbour and 27 at Sandwich Bay. On Nov 5 one went west at
Pagham Harbour, one was seen at Portland and three at Rye Harbour. Latest so
far are two at Sandwich Bay on Nov 6 and two at the South Foreland on Nov 7
House Martin: One at Dungeness on Nov 2 and one at Cap Gris-Nez on Nov 4
Richard's Pipit: One at Langston Herring in Dorset on Nov 4
Olive Backed Pipit: One in the Scillies on Nov 1
Red-throated Pipit: One in Cornwall on Oct 28 (when another was seen in
Holland) and a 'possible' at Durlston on Nov 2
Water Pipit: There have been many reports of ones and twos since the first
autumn reoport on Sep 26 but a count of 24 at a Dutch site on Nov 6 seems to
mark the arrival of a new wave of birds/

Yellow Wagtail: A late female at Weir Wood Reservoir near Crowborough on
Nov 3 (previous latest on Oct 28 at Portland)
Bluethroat: One in the Scillies on Nov 1 (one previously this year in Dorset on
Aug 15)
Black Redstart: 14 reports between Nov 1 and 4 including one back on houses
at the east end of the Hayling Eastoke Promenade (a regular site close to Sandy
Point) on Nov 4 and 5
Wheatear: One in the Black/Sandy Point area of Hayling on Hayling on Nov 2
with later birds at Sandwich Bay on Nov 3 and Portland on Nov 4. Current latest
was at Rye Harbour on Nov 5
Ring Ouzel: The only November reports have been of three in Belgium on No 6
and one at Hope Gap (Beachy Head) onNov 1
Black-throated Thrush (Turdus atrogularis): One in Dorset on Oct 27 and
28. This was the 23rd report for Britain but there is uncertainty about the status
of the species. Taxonomists nowadays treat Black-throated Thrush as a
subspeices of Dark-throated Thrush (classifying it as Turdus ruficollis
astrogularis).
Fieldfare: 1704 in Yorkshire on Nov 4 with 1305 Redwing at the same Yorkshire
site on Nov 4. By Nov 7 there were 2000 over Slimbridge and 1193 still on their
way (over the Hamburg Yacht Basin in Germany with 1000 Redwing). 26 flying
south over Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on Nov 5 may indicate some
settling on the south coast (previous reports here were probably of birds heading
north from the continent
Blackcap: One feeding on fat and apples in a garden at Locksheath (just west of
Fareham) on Nov 5 is claimed as the first wintering garden bird on the south
coast
Greenish Warbler: One was in Cornwall from Oct 28 to Nov 1
Firecrest: Fourteen November reports indicat a good wintering population in
southen England (maybe more of them than Goldcrest). On Nov 2 two were seen
in Yews close to Stansted House and on Nov 5 (when there were 13 at Studland
in Dorset) there were two at Sandy Point on Hayling and another three near the
entrance sto Sinah Warren
Red-breasted Flycatcher: What may have been the bird that was at Selsey Bill
on Oct 29 was seen for three hours at Seaford on Nov 7
Bearded Tit: A dozen were giving close views at Thorney Little Deeps on Nov 5
and half a dozen were seen at the Falrington Marshes Lake on Nov 6
Tree Sparrow: One seen at Ella Nore (near West Wittering on the shore of
Chichester Harbour) on Nov 2

Brambling: The first three figure count in southern England for this winter was
of 125 at Durlston on Nov 2 (passage birds, not yet settled as feeding flocks). On
No7 another 562 were heading west through Germany (seen at Hamburg)
Greenfinch: Up to 150 were feeding on single vegetation seeds at Pagham
Harbour spit on Nov 5 - almost like the recent years when such flocks of
Greenfinch were commonplace along out shorelines in autumn.
Bullfinch: Reports from the Luton area of Bedfordshire are of 50 Bullfinch
passing over on Nov 2 and 12 on Nov 3 - I have no idea where these came from
or where they were going but it was certainly an unexpected observation. It
could be that there are a large number of Bullfinch based in that area as 8 had
been seen there on Oct 17 and 23 on Oct 28 but other reports (10 in the Test
Valley near Romsey on Oct 13 and 6 over Hastings on Oct 28) indicate some
autumn movment with birds probably arriving from the continent. Since writing
that there has been a count of 59 in the Luton area and reports of small numbers
from Hastings (almost certainly arriving), the Stour valley in Kent and
Christchurch Harbour
Lapland Bunting: One was in the Pagham Harbour North Walls area from Oct
31 to Nov 4 at least. There were also sightings of singles at Christchurch Harbour
and Durlston on Nov 2
Yellowhammer: As with Bullfinch there is encouraging news of these being
seen in slightly larger numbers including a flock of around 30 at Upper Beeding in
the Sussex Adur valley on Nov 7
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker: At least one seen in the Beckly Woods area north of
Hastings on Nov 2
Common Darter: On Nov 31 three were seen in the Gosport area and
another two at Brook Meadow in Emsworth. Some were also seen in the
Beckly Woods on Nov 2
Butterflies
Clouded Yellow: Eight reports in the latest news - one was egglaying in
the Newhaven area on Oct 30 and four were seen in Gosport on Oct 31. On
Nov 2 they were seen at Dungeness (1), Rye Harbour (1), Froyle near Alton
(1), Shoreham (2) and around 20 were still active at Beachy Head. Latest
was at Brnady Hole Copse near Chichesters on Nov 7
Brimstone: One at the Testwood Lakes near Southampton on Nov 2
Large White: One at Shoreham on Nov 2 and 60+ active caterpillars
found on cabbages near Shoreham on Nov 5

Small White: One male at Newhaven on Oct 30
Small Copper: One at Gosport on Oct 31
Common Blue: One at Gosport on Oct 31 and four at Shoreham on Nov 2
Holly Blue: Singles at Hook in north Hampshire and Gosport on Oct 31
with another at Gosport on Nov 2
Red Admiral: Four sightings on Nov 2 (including 12 in the Gosport area),
several at Durlston on Nov 5. Five reports for Nov 7 includ 10 flying at
Brandy Hole Copse (Chichester, one in Havant and others at Worthing,
Crawley and Christchurch
Painted Lady: Ten November reports including more than 14 at the
Testwood Lakes (Southampton) on Nov 2 with sightings eslsewhere in Nov
3 and 4 plus several at Durlston on Nov 5. These waere also seen at three
sites on Nov 7
Small Tortoiseshell: One at Newhaven on Oct 30 and one at Fort Victoria
(IoW) on Nov 5
Peacock: Two singles on Nov 2 at Testwood Lakes and Shoreham
Comma: Still singles on Nov 2 at Gosport and Testwood Lake
Speckled Wood: Six at Gosport and others at Testwood Lakes on Nov 2
Moths
Single-dotted Wave (1708 Idaea dimidiata): First I have heard of this
year at Portland on Oct 31. A fairly common species in damp places
throughout England which normally flies from June to August but has been
seen in Hampshire in October
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): Still
flying near Eastbourne on Nov 2 and at Dungeness on Nov 3
PLANTS
74 species seen flowering in November so far
Ranunculus trichophyllus (Thread Leaved Water Crowfoot): This was still
flowering in the Walland Marshes east of Rye on Nov 1. I see the plant was
recorded in Sinah Lake on Hayling in 1976 but it is unlikely to be seen there now
and is rare in Hampshire

Ranunculus penicillatus (Stream Water-crowfoot): Just managing to
flower in the overflow sluice from the Bedhampton Water Works at Havant on
Nov 4 despite the lack of any water flow (just puddles of rain water)
Early Dog Violet (Viola reichenbachiana): Four flowers seen in the Havant
Eastern Road cemetery on Nov 4 (and one in my Havant garden on Nov 7)
St John's Wort: A couple of small plants with flowers in the Havant rail station
carpark on Nov 7 (probably Perforate)
Sweet Violet: 50 flowers out in St Faith's churchyard in Havant on Nov 5
Meadow Sweet: I have already reported an isolated plant by the Lavant stream
in Havant on Oct 26 and on Oct 31 Brian Fellows found one flowering in Brook
Meadow at Emsworth
Holly: The most unexpected find this week was of flowers on a Holly tree in the
Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Nov 2 (photo with my Diary entry for that day).
Thrift (Sea Pink): Durlston reported this in flower on Nov 1
Yellow Pimpernel: A few flowers on this were another unexpected find in the
Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Nov 2
Apple of Peru: One plant flowering in a flowerbed outside the United Reformed
Church in central Havant on Nov 7 - I doubt it was intentionally planted
Grey Field Speedwell: One flower seen in Havant St Faith's churchyard on Nov
5
Dwarf Thistle: Flowering at Durlston on Nov 5
Greater Knapweed: Flowering at Durlston on Nov 1
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: At 7pm on Nov 5 a Fox was seen running along the promenade past
Brighton Palace Pier at a time when many people were also walking here and
Fireworks had probably started. The Fox did not seem perturbed by the people
watching it.
Red Squirrel: One still out and about at Fort Victoria in the Isle of Wight on Nov
5
Snails: Two species get a mention on the Durlston website when they were seen
taking advantage of the wet ground on Nov 1 to make their way from A to B for
unknown reasons. One was the Lapidary Snail (Helicigona lapicida) and the
other the Pointed Snail (Cochlicella acuta) in which I have a personal interest

having watched two colonies become seemingly extinct. The Pointed Snail is a
small 'spire shaped' animal 15mm high by 6mm wide which is unusual in being an
air breathing landsnail which likes to live by the sea (often in sand-dunes but also
in coastal calcareous grassland). It is not a rarity but is only found in isolated
colonies (apparently it has got to Australia and become a pest species in both
arable and pasture fields there). I first came across it at the Portsmouth IBM HQ
site which is on land only reclaimed from the sea around 1970 when the M27 was
built across the reclaimed part of Portsmouth Harbour - the snails were
presumably there before the reclaimation but instead of being destroyed by it
they thrived on the mass of chalk brought to build the motorway foundations
across the mud (chalk being essential to shell building). In the 1980s these snails
could be found there in thousands but by the mid 1990s when I ceased to have
daily contact with the site they seemed to have vanished. I then found another
colony on the inside of the high seawall bank which holds back the hightide of
Chichester Harbour from flooding the west end of the Great Deeps on Thorney
Island but in the last few years I have been unable to find live specimens there.
Fungi: A visit to the 'Sling' area of Stansted Forest by the Havant Wildllife Group
on Oct 31 listed 35 species and my own visit to the Hollybank Woods on Nov 1
found at least ten more species not on their list while my own garden lawn us
given me another half dozen. These finds seem to show that the continuing
relatively warm weather coupled with plenty of rain (at last) is giving us a good
season for finding fungi. Pick of the bunch (my personal choice!) from the
Stansted Forest list are the Porcelain Fungus and Oyster Mushrooms
growing on trees, the decorative clusters of Shaggy Pholiota at the base of tree
trunks, Magpie Fungus, Clouded Agaric, Wood Mushroom and Wood
Blewit standing boldly on the ground, and the Hedgehog Puffball
(Lycoperdon echinatum) - this is the only site I know of for this one - joining
many smaller species including the colourful Mycena pura (lilac) and Mycena
crocata (which at first glance seems to be another of those little brown jobs but
which exudes a bright orange/red juice when its yellowish stem is broken),
Ramaria stricta (yellow), Verdigris Agaric which has a slimy blue-green cap
(and which looks a bit like the Aniseed Toadstool Clitocybe odora but which
lacks the strong and distinctive scent of that species) Snowy Waxcap (pure
white) and the black and white Stags Horn or Candlesnuff Fungus. The
species found by myself can be found, with some photos, in my diary entries for
Nov 2 and Oct 31. Also this week Brian Fellows has found the first examples this
year of Agrocybe cylindracea on old willows at Brook Meadow in Emsworth
and John Goodspeed has seen Bay Bolete (B. badius) on the Crookhorn Golf
Course on Portsdown. On Nov 7 two scruffy specimens of Fly Agaric could be
seen at a regular spot in a flowerbed at the Havant Rail Station forecourt (seen
as you come up the steps from Market Parade). Also on Nov 7 I collected a single
pure white specimen from roadside grass where an old oak used to stand beside
Wade Court Road (at its junction with South Close). I had seen it there several
days ago when it was fresh and lone so I did not collect it until now when it must
have completed its sporulation - at first I was uncertain if it was Tricholoma
Columbetta or T. album (the White Knight) but decided in favour of the

latter as it is the commoner species in Hampshire and does not have any of the
blue spots which normally develop on Columbetta
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 2 - 8 (WEEK 44 OF 2009)
Thu 5 Nov
Many Sweet Violets flowering at St Faith's
A walk to the shops today found at least 50 flowers on the Sweet Violets in St
Faith's churchyard where Mouse-ear Hawkweed is still flourishing. Also seen
here was one fresh flower on Grey Field Speedwell and the last few flowers on
the Wall Lettuce outside Homewell House.
On my way home I found the Prickly Lettuce plant still flowering in the carpark
area of St Faith's Church Hall and, in the east Pallant, many Wasps and Flies
were on the Ivy flowers
Later in the day I had an email from Jim Berry with a photo of a fungus he had
found (some three weeks ago) on a log beside the path leading uphill east of
Idsworth House. The species (Antrodia serialis) is one that I had not heard of
before and which is distinctive in having 'exposed pores' so I am including a
reduction of Jim's photo which may help others to recognise it - it can be found
all round the year and is usually on the cut ends of felled conifers though it can
be on other timber
Wed 4 Nov
Green Sandpiper back on the Hermitage Stream in Leigh Park
In several past winters Green Sandpipers have been in the Hermitage Stream
where it runs through the Stockheath area of Leigh Park (between Barncroft Way
and Purbrook Way) so I was pleased to hear the call of one and see it flying over
the stream when I was there this afternoon. In previous years I have had the
impression that they move around each day between several local sites so it they
are not in the Hermitage Stream they may be in the Budds Farm area or on the
pony field north of Langstone Mill Pond (when it is flooded), and today's sighting
may have been of one of two birds I saw on Monday during a quick morning visit
to Budds Farm which I did not mention in my diary for that day.
This afternoon's cycle trip started with the Eastern Road cemetery where four
flowers were out on the Early Dog Violets and Burnet Saxifrage could still be
seen, continuing past the New Lane allotments where a couple of flowers can still
be found on Weasel's Snout and on the remnant of the Common Ramping
Fumitory climbing the wire fence.
My route took me past the outflow from the Bedhampton Water Works site into
the Hermitage Stream, where Stream Water Crowfoot still had some flowers
but was in a sorry state with no water flowing out along the spillway.
Bedhampton Mill Pool was in much the same state - the water level very low and
with a lot of weed growth though there were still a couple of Gadwall and a
Little Grebe on it.
Today brought my November list of flowering species up to 69

Mon 2 Nov
Fungi and flowers in Hollybank Woods
A brief walk around the Hollybank Woods this afternoon gave me a much better
list of fungi than I had expected but also a couple of flowers that I did not expect
in November. The first of these was Yellow Pimpernel which is not normally
seen after September (this year my last sight of it was on Sep 21) but the second
was a totally unexpected find of flowers on Holly (normally flowering from
May to the end of July). The photo below is the single example I found - just one
branch in an overgrown dark situation.
Entering the woods from the south along Hollybank Lane I first turned right in
the hope of seeing Porcelain Fungus, on the Beech Tree on which it has
appeared in the last two years, after learning of its miraculous contribution to
agriculture (see my notes on Fungi in my latest Weekly Summary) but there was
no hint of it on the dead branch of the Beech tree when I got there. Near that
tree I began to find lots of Buttercap on the ground with a slimy capped
Boletus, similar to Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus) but smaller and
definitely not that species as there was no ring on the stem. This one has
me baffled as virtually all Boletus type fungi grow in soil near trees but this one
was firmly attached to the wood of an ancient fallen branch/small tree trunk.
Stephan Buczacki (author of the Collins new generation guide to Fungi) says of
the Boletacea family that they are .. "all terrestrial (except one)" .. but so far I
have been unable to find out which that one is (or even if the phrase means that
all the species except one grow in soil) - it might mean that one extra-terrestrial
species is known!!
After going east behind Hollybank House I turned north and came back to
Hollybank Lane through the conifer belt south of and parallel to the main path
going east from the Hollybank Lane 'cross roads'. Here were several large troops
of Parasol Mushrooms (I see that a quick start to separating Parasol from
Shaggy Parasol is that the stems of the former are all 15 cm or more while
those of Shaggy Parasol do not exceed 15cm). Also here were species
associated with coniferous trees (e.g. Gymnopilus penetrans).
I continued west from the 'cross roads' past the Holly Lodge area to the bracken
filled 'open area' where I had seen Fly Agarics on my previous visit and soon
found a group worth photographing despite the poor light. Beside them were the
Yellow Pimpernel flowers that I would not have noticed had I not got down to
ground level to photograph the toadstools. I then headed south-east through the
trees (not following any path) and almost immediately came on a big troop of
Clouded Agarics. Pressing on I came to a track I was not familiar with but my
sense of direction eventually brought me to the track along the southern edge of
the wood abutting the fields north of Oak Tree Drive and here I came on a lovely
fresh specimen of Slippery Jack with the remains of a Russula
brunneoviolacea near it, and a little further east I was pushing head height
straggly branches of Holly aside when I saw that one had flowers on it.
Finally, as I emerged onto the main Holly Bank Lane track close to the entrance
gate of the woods, I almost trod on a good specimen on Tawny Funnel Cap.

Tawny Funnel Cap near exit from Hollybank Woods
At various places along the way I saw Honey Fungus, Brown Rollrims,
Sulphur Tuft, Grey Milk Cap, the remains of what were almost certainly two
Penny Buns, a tall puff ball that may have been Lycoperdon perlatum, a
Collybia species with a large flat, pinkish white cap and the bright yellow colour
of what was probably Hairy Stereum on the cut end of a trunk.
While in the woods I heard the chatter of a Nuthatch that I have not heard
since the spring.
Finally I am including here a group of fresh Parrot Waxcaps which appeared on
my lawn on Tuesday morning before writing this entry plus one that has been
there a liitle longer and which I believe to be Mycena flavo-alba.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 26 - NOV 1 (WEEK 43 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Black-necked Grebe: The Langstone Harbour winter flock had increased to 8
birds (seen from the Oysterbeds) on Oct 24 and on Oct 25 a new wave of arrivals
brought one to Studland Bay in Dorset, one to Ivy Lake at Chichester and two to
the north Kent coast at Reculver near the North Foreland. The Southampton
Water bird was still there on Oct 31 (it arrived there on Sep 26)
Great White Egret: Three reports this week may indicate the arrival of some
continental birds - singles were at the Testwood Lakes near Southampton and
flying south over Pagham Harbour on Sep 26 with another seen at Dungeness on
Oct 27 (this latter is probably the bird that has been there since Oct 15). Great
Whites appear to be commoner than Little Egrets on the near Continent - this
year the Strabrechtse Heide site in Holland reported successive counts of 11, 16,
19, 26, 29 and 29 between Feb 11 and Mar 9 with 25 there on Sep 17).
Glossy Ibis: At least one of the five which were at Dungeness from Sep 22 to
Oct 4 (but subsequently dropped to two up to Oct 23) was still there on Oct 29.
One in the Kent Stour valley on Oct 28 could have come from Dungeness (but
may have been there unreported since one was seen there on Sep 6 and 15).
Three birds which flew over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 27 were a surprise for
that site as were two over Pagham Harbour on Oct 30 and one flying out of an
Egret roost at Ferring Rife near Worthing on Oct 31
Spoonbill: The single juvenile that has been in Pagham Harbour (often by the
North Walls) since Oct 11 was still there on Oct 30 (when 14 were counted at
Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour)
Bewick's Swan: So far this autumn there have been seven reports from Holland
starting with 3 birds on Oct 9 and increasing to 23 on Oct 28 when another 6
were at a different site. Then, on Nov 1, the Slimbridge site reported .. "Almost

a week late the Bewick’s Swans have finally arrived at Slimbridge this
morning. This equals the latest arrival date ever that was recorded on the very
same date last year. We were all very surprised to see the Bewick’s Swans arrive
today considering the weather. The weather conditions could not have been
worse with an almost gale force south westerly wind with heavy rain at times.
Normally Bewick’s arrive here in a north or east wind with clear skies! We were
also surprised to see so many, 14 Bewick’s Swans were present on the Rushy
this morning. Many of the birds were sleeping no doubt very tiered after flying
into such a strong wind overnight, and the 2600 mile flight from Russia. The first
Bewick’s Swans normally arrive in ones or twos but to see 14 Bewick’s sat on the
Rushy this morning in a sw gale really was a surprise. There were several familiar
birds present this morning like Dario with mate Mevagissey, and Dylan two with
mate Deena. We also received a report today from WWT Welney that they may
have spotted our famous Bewick’s Swan 'Crinkly' among there many Whooper
and Bewick’s Swans.
Cackling Canada Goose: One flew over the Hook area among 426 normal
Canadas all heading towards Titchfield Haven on Oct 26
Brent Goose: Some 800 Brent were in the Thanet area of Kent back on Oct 12
but on Oct 30 the Seasalter (near Whitstable) website said .. "The brent flock
seems to have had an influx with numbers approaching c.1250 and many of them
young birds, the first big numbers which may have indicated a good breeding
season." So far that hope of a better than usual breeding season has not been
supported elsewhere but there is still time .....
Pale-bellied Brent: One seen at Warsash which then flew west across
Southampton Water on Oct 26 was probably the bird that turned up at Titchfield
Haven on Oct 7 and has been reported there on six dates but not on Oct 26. A
newcomer at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour on Oct 30 could be one of the 6
that were in the Weymouth area on Oct 20 but which seem to have separated
subsequently
Black Brant: One arrived back at Littlesea in Weymouth on Oct 13 and there
were three more nearby in the Rodden Hive area on Oct 19. Another has been in
the Thorney Island area since Oct 14 but the first back at Gosport was reported
on Oct 25
Pintail: The first three were back on the Emsworth shore on Oct 26 and the first
few that I know of in Nutbourne Bay were seen there on Oct 27. Six were at
Newtown Harbour (IoW) on Oct 29. seven at Hook (Warsash) on Oct 30 and on
Oct 31 15 flew west along the north Kent coast and 28 went west over
Chrstchurch Harbour.
Red Crested Pochard: The female which turned up on Ivy Lake at Chichester
on Oct 24 was still there on Oct 29
Pochard: 15 were (I think) newcomers to Fleet Pond in north Hampshire on Oct
28 (there had been 34 at the nearby Yateley gravel pits on Oct 21)

Eider: Three in the Chichester Channel between West Wittering and Thorney
Island on Oct 29 where the first I have heard of there this winter
Velevet Scoter: A party of 8 going west close in off Sandy Point on Hayling
Island was a very good record for Hampshire but on Oct 16 as many as 12 went
past Cap Gris-Nez across the English Channel
Red-breasted Merganser: The first major arrival in Langstone Harbour seems
to have been on Oct 14 when 26 were seen in the south of the harbour from
Milton Common. Ten were off Farlington Marshes on Oct 17 and now 15+ have
been seen from the Oysterbeds on Oct 24
Goosander: One seen at Portland on Oct 23 and one at Pulborough Brooks on
Oct 25 were almost certainly new arrivals from the north and not birds that have
bred in the south. On Oct 31 one was off the north Kent coast, six were at the
Blashford Lakes ner Ringwood and nine flew west past Christchurch Harbour.
Ruddy Duck: A count of 10 at the Blashford Lakes on Oct 31 was the highest
there this autumn, beting the 8 reported on Oct 6
Honey Buzzard: A late bird seen at Durlston on Oct 29 was the first reorted
anywhere since Oct 23
Rough-legged Buzzard: There is often scepticism about reports of this species
in our central southern area (Common Buzzards can hover and often show
unusual colour patterns) but a report of one in the North Mundham area just
south of Chichester on Oct 30 has the ring of authenticity - the report from Chris
Newton reads .. "First heard calling (at 15.05) with the distinct single syllable call,
notably higher pitched than common buzzard and 'flat' without the typical
'begging' call. Then located some 50 - 75 feet above the fields, dipping lower to
avoid the attention of a couple of rooks. First distinct indication was the clear
sight of the white inner tail. Single black bar at tip of upper tail. Possibly
juvenile/female. Short wing beats and glide. Not too bothered by corvids.
Watched over fields between Woldhurst and North Mundham before it headed off
to the west"
Osprey: A late bird was over the Seven Sisters Country Park between Seaford
and Beachy Head on Oct 23 almost ten days after passage apparently ceased on
Oct 14 and another was seen near the Powdermill Reservoir north of Hastings on
Oct 28
Hobby: There have been daily reports of late birds up to Oct 28
Peregrine: Two visitors to the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth this week were
surprised (when looking at the view through the glass windows high above the
ground) to see a juvenile Peregrine come within a few feet of them twice as if it
had selected them as prey but could not reach them. On Oct 31 one was seen on
a more regular winter perch in Portsmouth Harbour (on the mast of HMS
Southampton viewed from Priddy's Hard at Gosport)

Coot: The WeBS count on Oct 25 recorded 423 in Christchurch Harbour
Crane: A single juvenile was seen on the Isle of Wight near the head waters of
the eastern Yar (near Hale Common between Shanklin and Newport) on Oct 26
and 27
Avocet: The presence of one in Nutbourne Bay (east of Emsworth) on Oct 26
with two there on Oct 27 and five on Oct 29 may mark the start of a small winter
flock in the water east of Thorney Island (there were 11 there in Jan 2008 and 17
in Dec 2008 with the first seen there last autumn on Nov 14)
Golden Plover: 700 seen on Thorney Island on Oct 29
Black-tailed Godwit: Numbers in Chichester Harbour seem to have increased
this week with a peak count of 330 in the Bosham area on Oct 27 (previous
peaks were 212 on Sep 19 and 300 on Oct 10) while the number in Emsworth
Harbour (where there had been no more than 25 on Aug 12 this autumn)
increased to 63 on Oct 20, 92 on Oct 26 and 112 on Oct 29
Spotted Redshank: The Emsworth Nore Barn bird was seen again on Oct 30
after another had been found in Nutbourne Bay on Oct 29. In Dorset six were at
Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour on Oct 30
Med Gull: An estimated count of 230 at Littlesea in Weymouth on Oct 27 was
the highest of the autumn so far (There had been 212 in the Selsey west fields
area on Aug 13 and 150 at Brownwich near Titchfield Haven on Sep 5 but not
other counts of more than 80 anywhere so far this autumn). Last year there was
a count of 270+ at Pegwell Bay in the Thanet area of Kent on Oct 17 but I have
not noticed any reports of large flocks there so far this autumn.
Little Gull: Still no large numbers in southern England this autumn but there
was an unusual report of one seen flying by the windows of a high rise building in
Portsmouth this week
Terns: Two Sandwich and one Common Tern were at Dungeness on Oct 27
and an Arctic Tern was at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 26. Other reports of
probable wintering Sandwich Terns this week have come from Southsea Castle,
Christchurch Harbour and the Pegwell Bay area in Kent (on Oct 31). The
Common Tern at Dungeness was still there on Oct 29 but there have been no
more Arctic Tern sightings
Stock Dove: Autumn movement of these started to be noticed in southern
England this week with reports of Oct 26 of 7 over the Fleet/Aldershot area, 48
over Dungeness and 49 (same flock?) over Hastings. On Oct 28 Christchurch
Harbour reported 47 over with another 20 on Oct 30
Woodpigeon: These too started moving in southern England on Oct 26 when
seven sites reported passage birds moving west - biggest count was 2810 over
Southampton Water, then 1600 over Christchurch Harbour closely followed by
1566 over Fleet/Aldershot. On Oct 27 Thanet in Kent reported 800 and on Oct 28

Christchurch Harbour had 370 and another 230 went over Fleet (while seven sites
in the low countries reported counts up to 13533). On Oct 30 Southampton had
1690 over while Christchurch Harbour had 280+ with another 150 on Oct 31
Collared Dove: A count of 10 at Dungeness on Oct 26 suggests that a few of
these are moving with the Woodpigeons
Turtle Dove: One still at Portland on Oct 26 - will it stay through the winter?
Short-eared Owl: One hunting at Amberley Wild Brooks (Pulborough) on Oct
26 and one over Pagham Harbour on Oct 27, then one over the Selsey West
Fields on Oct 29
Skylark: Reports from Holland on Oct 19 included four 1000+ counts with a max
of 5648 with up to 50 seen in Kent that day, when 173 came in over the Norfolk
coast. Oct 20 brought 14 continental reports of 1000+ with peak counts of 7325
and 8165 but by Oct 28 numbers seen moving on the continent did not exceed
1494 and counts in southern England remained fairly low (peaks of 100+ in Kent
on Oct 28 and 116 over Christhchurch Harbour on Oct 29)
Woodlark: Three more reports of song, all on Oct 29, at Calshot, Ashdown
Forest and Lavington Common near Pulborough
Swallow: Still 10 over Portland on Oct 28 with two other Dorset reports of 8 and
2 that day. Latest reports are of 8 at Portland on Oct 31 with 1 at Christchurch
Harbour that day
Red-rumped Swallow: One at Durlston on Oct 29 was the first since one in the
Scillies on Sep 13
House Martin: 13 over Eastbourne on Oct 27 and 4 over Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 28, then 2 at Beachy Head on Oct 29 and 4 again at Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 30
Meadow Pipit: Latest reports from Christchurch Harbour are of 420 over on Oct
29, 290 on Oct 30 and 180 on Oct 31
Water Pipit: On Oct 30 one was at Sandwich Bay and a possible was reported
at Newtwon Harbour on the IoW.
Yellow Wagtail: A straggler at Portland on Oct 28 was the first there since Oct
18 but another 'probable' was at the Brown Shrike site in Surrey on Oct 28
Black Redstart: A female was at Southsea Castle on Oct 28 when 7 were
present at Portland (and many others can be assumed present along the south
coast). On Oct 29 Portland had a peak count of 33 with at least six others in
Dorset and on Oct 31 birds seem to have returned to local sites - one at the
Explosion Museum in Gosport and one along the seafront near Sandy Point on
Hayling
Common Redstart: A straggler seen at Longmoor in east Hampshire on Oct 25

Wheatear: No reports since Oct 27 when one was at Portland, one at
Dungeness and two in north Kent, other than one at Portland on Oct 29 and 31
Ring Ouzel: Still being seen daily with a peak count of 8 at Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 28 (with 6 at a Dutch site that day). Latest were 2 at Beachy Head on Oct
29
Blackbird: Christchurch Harbour had 65 on Oct 26, 20 on Oct 27, 65 again in
Oct 28 and 5 on Oct 30, presumablty reflecting waves of arrivals from the south
Fieldfare: More than 3000 over Kent on Oct 27 and 3470 coming south over
Yorkshire on Oct 28 when another 1457 went over the Luton area of Bedfordshire
and 150 were seen at Portland (presumably coming north). In Hampshire 481
flew southwest over the Fleet area that day.
Song Thrush: Plenty of these still arriving to winter in southern England - 65
over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 26 and 50 at Portland on Oct 28 (when 192
went north over the Channel Isles)
Redwing: One report on Oct 27 estimated that 17,850 flew west over Kent and
on Oct 28 586 passed over the Fleet area of north Hampshire while 1950 came
north over the Channel Isles (100 seen to arrive at Portland). Also on Oct 28
Yorkshire reported 2756 coming south and 703 went over the Luton area. Oct 31
saw another 1470 come in over Kent'
Zitting Cisticola (aka Fan-tailed Warbler): The bird which was first seen at
Sandwich Bay on Sep 6 is still being seen in the Pegwell Bay area on Oct 31
Lesser Whitethroat: An 'eastern form' bird was trapped at Portland on Oct 28
(see photo at
http://www.portlandbirdobs.org.uk/bp_lesser_whitethroat_9_281009_500v.jpg )
and was still there on Oct 29
Common Whitethroat: Late singles at Beachy Head on Oct 25 and at Climping
(Worthing area) on Oct 26
Pallas's Warbler: Ian Barnard's 'Birds of Sussex' website reported one in
Highdown Gardens at Worthing on Oct 27 but I have seen no other mention of
this bird. Another is rumoured to have been in the Thanet area of Kent
Radde's Warbler: One was trapped and ringed at Abbotsbury on Oct 31 (photo
on the Dorset Bird Club website)
Dusky Warbler: The bird at Dungeness on Oct 23 was seen there again on Oct
25
Willow Warbler: A single late bird seen at Portland on Oct 28
Firecrest: A dozen reports this week include a count of 15 at Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 25 when four were seen near Lymington, 7 at Beachy Head and

7+ at Portland. Locally four were seen around Sinah Lake on Hayling on Oct 30
and two were at Sandy Point on Oct 31
Spotted Flycatcher: A late bird at Portland on Oct 29
Red-breasted Flycatcher: Seawatchers at Selsey Bill on Oct 29 had close views
of one several minutes as it perched on buildings adjacent to the shore
Brown Shrike: The bird which I first heard of at Staines Moor in Surrey (near
Heathrow) on Oct 14 was still there on Oct 28
Great Grey Shrike: One arrived in Ashdown Forest on Oct 25 and was still
being seen on Oct 27. No reports from the New Forest as yet but one has been in
the Kent Stour Valley from Oct 18 to 24 (possibly the same bird was seen in the
Thanet area as early as Sep 18/19) and there was a one off report of one in the
Itchen Valley Country Park (Southampton) on Oct 18
Jackdaw: 266 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 26 when 45 went over
Dungeness and at least 23 over Hastings. On Oct 28 a Dutch site reported 707
Rook: One Dutch site reported 111 moving over on Oct 28 and two Belgian sites
reported 55 and 76
Starling: Among twelve reports from the Low Countries on Oct 28 one had a
total of 109,945 birds, another had 45,000 and all had over 1000 birds moving
Chaffinch: Plenty on the move with a peak report of 1344 over the Luton area
on Oct 28 when 19,970 went over a Belgian site
Brambling: Durlston had 74 on Oct 27 and 31 were seen in the Luton area on
Oct 28 (with 259 at a Dutch site that day). On Oct 29 there were 71 at
Christchurch Harbour and 88 at Durlston
Goldfinch: Numbers seemed to be dropping off with a peak of 670 at
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 26 and 500 at Portland on Oct 28 (there had been
2160 at Durlston on Oct 22 and 2360 at Climping near Worthing on Oct 14) but
on Oct 29 there were 1700 at Christchurch Harbour and 630 at Climping near
Worthing while Christchurch Harobur had close to 700 on both Oct 30 and 31.
Siskin, Linnet and Lesser Redpoll are similarly still moving but in smaller
numbers
Twite: The first report of the winter had been 7 in the Thanet area of Kent on
Oct 12 and on Oct 30 there was a second report of 3 at Sandwich Bay
Lesser Redpoll: Prior to Oct 30 the peak count this winter had been of 170
arriving at Dungeness on Oct 22 but on Oct 30 a flock estimated to have 300
birds was feeding in woods at Beauport Park adjacent to Hastings
Crossbill: Thirteen reports this week include a peak of 83 over Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 26 and 50+ in the Acres Down area of the New Forest on Oct 29

Bullfinch: Maybe a slight increase in movement with 6 reported over Hastings
on Oct 25 and 23 over the Luton area on Oct 28
Lapland Bunting: On Oct 30 there was one at the Pagham Harbour north walls
and another going east at Christchurch Harbour
Snow Bunting: Singles were seen at Durlston on Oct 25 and at Seasalter (north
Kent coast) on Oct 27. On Oct 28 a Belgian site had 18 birds
Reed Bunting: This week's peak count from southern England is 63 at
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 28 (when 143 were reported in Belgium)
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker: One still active near Lymington on Oct 24 and at
Rye Harbour on Oct 29
Common Darter: One seen at the Lymington site on Oct 24 and
one in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Oct 25, then in Gosport on Oct
26, 27 and 29
Butterflies
Clouded Yellow: Seven reports this week with more than 30 still
active at Beachy Head on Oct 27. Singles seen since then at
Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester) and Rye Harbour with sightings on
Oct 30 at Gosport and Birling Gap on Beachy Head
Large White: Three reports including one flying over my garden on
Oct 27
Small White: Six still flying at Beachy Head on Oct 27
Small Copper: One in Gosport on Oct 23 and two near Lymington
on Oct 24. One at Gosport on Oct 26 is said to be from a fourth
brood for the year and the latest so far is on Oct 27 near Lymington
Common Blue: Three reports with the latest at Mill Hill, Shoreham
on Oct 26
Adonis Blue: Third generation? A fresh male at Mill Hill, Shoreham
on Oct 26
Holly Blue: Also one seen in Shoreham on Oct 26, one at Gosport
on Oct 27 and an even later one on Hayling Island on Oct 29 or 30
Red Admiral: 31 counted in Gosport on Oct 26 with counts on Oct
27 from Southampton (9), Hinton Ampner south of Alresford (8) and
another 11 at Gosport where the latest is one on Oct 29

Painted Lady: Two at each of Magdalen Hill Down and Gosport on
Oct 30 after several earlier reports including 15 at Hinton Ampner
and 13 at Gosport (both Oct 27)
Small Tortoiseshell: Also flying at Durlston on Oct 26 and Ovington
near Alresford on Oct 28
Peacock: Three seen at Longmoor in East Hampshire on Oct 25.
Latest at High Cross on the Petersfield Hangers on Oct 28
Comma: One near Eastbourne on Oct 27
Speckled Wood: Ten seen in Gosport on Oct 25 and four in
Southampton and one at Lymington on Oct 27
Wall Brown: One still active at Durlston on Oct 26
Moths
Eudonia lineola (1341): This rare coastal moth normally flies in
mid-summer but the first I know of this year was at Portland on Oct
28
Palpita vitrealis (1408): First report of this less uncommon species
from Portland on Oct 30
The Streak (1864 Chesias legatella): First for the year at
Pulborough Brooks on Oct 26 (normal date)
Feathered Thorn (1923 Colotois pennaria): Another first at
Pulborough on Oct 26 (most sightings are in November)
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum):
The 57th report that I know of for this year (and the fifth for
October) was one in Emsworth on Oct 29
Red Sword-grass (2241 Xylena vetusta): Most frequently seen
in April but several have arrived recently as migrants including one at
Portland on Oct 27
Merveille du jour (2247 Dichonia aprilina): The first of these
beauties was seen in Sussex on Oct 8 but another at Rye on Oct 25 is
worth a mention
Silver Y (2441 Autographa gamma): These have been seen since
Mar 27 this year but migrants are still arriving - one at Longmoor in
East Hampshire on Oct 25
Other Insects

Ladybirds: These have been a nuisance to people all along the
south coast in the past week or so as they seek hibernation sites in
house
Rosemary leaf beetle (Chrysolina americana): This species was
new to Britain in 1994 and is currently spreading in Kent and Sussex.
See entry for Oct 28 in http://rxwildlife.org.uk/category/all-latestnews/insects/
Speckled Bush Cricket: One in a moth trap at Rye on Oct 30
Dark Bush Cricket: Still active in the Rye area on Oct 27
Western Conifer Seed Bug: Four new reports of this new invader
of the south coast - singles at Rye Town and Portland on Oct 27, two
at Portland on Oct 28 and another there on Oct 30
Garden Cross Spider (Araneus diadematus): Follow the story of
one which has spun its web inside Brian Fellows' house at Emsworth
(close to a window), has eaten and re-spun its web on several
occasions by night, and has remained motionless by day for all but a
few seconds of the four weeks it has been there (the few seconds are
those of rapid activity when Brian tosses a dead fly into the web) see http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm and
search (CTRL + F) for the word spider - you will not find the full story
as the diary pages decribing its appearance on Oct 2 have now been
archived but you can get at these days by going to his Homepage
and using the link to Oct 1-15, 2009
PLANTS
193 species reported in flower this month
Sweet Violet: There was a fresh outburst of flowers in St Faith's churchyard
here in Havant on Oct 29
Yellow-flowered Strawberry: The first fresh flowers since July seen in Havant
on Oct 29
Meadow Sweet: A single plant by the Lavant stream by the Barton's Road
playing fields in Havant on Oct 26 was the first to flower since the end of July
Winter Heliotrope: The first flowers of this plants season were out in central
Havant on Oct 29 (see my diary entry)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Roe Deer: The continuing spread of these animals was illustrated this week
when one was apparently unable to escape from a field close to the Hayling
Oysterbeds on the west side of the main road through north Hayling. It was seen
for about ten minutes running backwards and forwards along a wire fenceline

and the County Council rangers were summoned but by the time the ranger
arrived the animal had vanished. For several years Roe Deer have been
increasing in numbers on the open fields between Northney village and the main
road but only recently have they begun to cross the road. Also this week I saw
two of the dozen or so that live in the Southleigh Farm fields north of the A27 as
it passes Emsworth.
Fungi: Inevitably at this time of year the number of species reported is growing.
This week I found the first Fly Agaric in the Hollybank Woods on Oct 26 along
with Shaggy Parasol of which Brian Fellows had found many in the Ems Valley
fields south of Westbourne on Oct 25 (and more in the Nutbourne area on Oct
27).
Also found by Brian on Oct 25 were Brown Birch Boletes in roadside grass in
Emsworth where, in a different street, Glistening Inkcaps had come up a few
days earlier.
Oct 26 also saw what I think were Yellow Stainers (looking like large Horse
Mushrooms) in Havant but they had been seen at Durlston on Oct 22. Most
recent find was a large troop of Deceivers on my lawn (along with three other
unidentified small fungi species) following the find of Collybia dryophila near my
compost heap earlier in the week. On Oct 31 two additional species suddenly
appeared on my lawn (photos with Diary for that day) - one was almost certainly
Blackening Waxcap and the other suggested Meadow Waxcap but almost
certainly was not! Several reports from the internet include the first report of
Horse Mushrooms at Durlston on Oct 31 and a couple of good ones (with photos
on the Rye Bay website) from Beaureport Park on the northwest fringe of
Hastings - one was the Trooping Funnel (Clitocybe gibba), the other Porcelain
Fungus (Oudemansiella mucida). Cliff Dean, who found these two, gives us a link
to http://www.aie.org.uk/ (Arboricultural Information Exchange) which includes a
reference section on tree fungi and the entry for Oudemansiella mucida includes
the text of an email from John Clohesy of Brooksby Melton College saying ..
"I thought you might be interested in a fact about Oudemansiella mucida, the
Porcelain fungus. About 20 years ago scientists discovered that this fungus (
along with many others as you know) produced a powerful anti-fungal agent
which helps it to defend its timber from attack by rival species of fungus. This
substance was later synthesised, and spawned (sorry, no pun intended) a multimillion pound branch of the agricultural fungicide business, the development of
the strobilurin fungicides. These have been responsible for the most dramatic
improvements in crop yields I have seen in my agricultural career ( an additional
1 tonne of wheat per hectare is common). Nearly every single wheat crop in the
world is now treated with strobilurin fungicides, which are now already in their
4th or 5th generation. Not an arboricultural fact, I know, but it relates to the
spalting we see in timber."
Finally Brian Fellows website diary entry for Oct 29 has a photo taken on Oct 17
in Danbury Court, off Westbourne Avenue in Emsworth, showing a couple of
largish fungi in roadside grass which Brian thought might be a Russula species
but the photo shows that they have decurrent gills (running down the stem) and

I do not know any Russula species having this feature. I have referred this photo
to the Hampshire Fungus Recording Group in the hope they will be able to name
the species (not always easy from a photo where you cannot smell or taste the
fungus and often cannot see that part which is signficant for separating it from
others) but in the meantime my best guess is that it might be a rare species
called Lentinus tigrinus (though that species grows on wood, not in soil, but the
fungus could be attached to a buried tree stump). I suspect it will turn out to be
'something entirely different'.
At least two local Fungus Forays are taking place this week end but I have not
heard any of their finds as I write this - the latest news I have is of the first
appearance this year on Oct 31 of Agrocybe cylindracea on the old willlows at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 26 - NOV 1 (WEEK 43 OF 2009)
Sat 31 Oct
Waxcaps on my lawn
I was unable to get out today despite the sunny afternoon which may be the last
'summer' day of the year but I was surprised to find two new fungi on my lawn.
The first was almost certainly a large Blackening Waxcap measuring 7 cm across
the cap and having a stem 60 x 6 mm (for the larger of the two specimens shown
below). I have not been able to name the second species which I first though to
be Meadow Waxcap (which usually appears on my lawn at some point) but the
stems are too thin, the gills too crowded and the cap is too pale in colour. One of
these had a cap 45 mm across with a stem 60 x 4 mm
Thu 29 Oct
Winter Heliotrope flowering in Havant
A walk around Havant today found the first Winter Heliotrope flowers out
alongside the busy road into Havant from the A27 Langstone roundabout, no
doubt earlier than the plants at more natural sites thanks to the warmth and car
fumes in this urban situation. The following photos give an impression of the site
and show one of several flowers that were out at the foot of the white fencing
around the demolished garage site, just behind the road name sign.
One of the 'lavatory brush' shaped Winter Heliotrope flowerheads
Having got my camera out to record the Heliotrope I took a few more pictures
in my garden where at least four species of fungus are on show though the only
one that I can name with confidence (and looking good through the camera) is
the Deceiver (Laccaria laccata) for which I have taken a shot of the gills as
well as the caps in situ on the grass - this species reminds me that it may now be
possible to find the lovely Amethyst Deceiver in woodland. I have added a
plant of Common Fumitory now coming into flower and one of Thyme-leaved
Speedwell which can be found at almost any time of year but which is easily
overlooked among the grass in which it soon re-appears after each mowing

I did not take photos of other attractive plants seen today - a good showing of
Sweet Violets under the big Yew in St Faith's churchyard and the Mouse-ear
Hawkweed which is still pushing up fresh flowers in one area of the churchyard
after each close mowing. Also just starting to flower after a lengthy autumn
pause are the Yellow-flowered Strawberries in Juniper Square, and not far
away outside Bosmere School I could still see tiny white flowers on a single plant
of Stone Parsley among the totally dead stems of many others. Near that I
came on a few Shaggy Inkcap fungi and beside Park Road South near the
Multi-storey carpark there were fresh flowers on recently planted Burnet type
Roses which I cannot justify recording as wild plants.
Tue 27 Oct
Cock's Eggs on Sinah Common
The warm sunny air today brought a 'Large White' butterfly through my
garden (it may have been a female Brimstone but did not stop) and the
sunshine suggested a visit to south Hayling where, across the Sea Front road
from Staunton Avenue, the Cock's Eggs plants were still in full flower. Last time
I was here I did not have a camera but today I had come with it ...
After taking those pictures I headed for the shore getting a further shot of a
single Dog Rose flower en route. Not pictured were several Storks Bill plants
and many Evening Primroses still in flower as well as a cluster of tiny (not
much more than 1cm across) puffballs which I cannot name
>
Around the beach huts were a good half dozen Pied Wagtails and a couple of
Meadow Pipits, all presumably on their autumn travels. Nearer the sea there
was a thin but regular stream of smaller birds head east at around my head
height and most of them were calling as they went (the ones I identified were
Linnets)
A name for the Prinsted Mystery Plants of Oct 12
As I write this I have just had an email from Martin Hampton giving me the
name of the mystery plants whose photo appears with my diary entry
for Oct 12 when I was at Prinsted. The are Echium pininana (Tree Echium or
Giant Viper's Bugloss) which are native to the Canary Islands and which have
trouble surviving the winter in England but if they do (being biennials) they will
send up tall spikes of bright blue flowers next year, attracting Bumblebees and
other insects as well as being an impressive result for the gardener who planted
them
Mon 26 Oct
Fly Agaric toadstools in the Hollybank Woods
This afternoon I cycled up New Lane, passing the allotments where Common
Ramping Fumitory and Weasel's Snout still have flowers, to the Barton's
Road playing fields where the bed of the Lavant stream has been cleared in

anticipation of winter rain but which still has Devil's Bit Scabious flowering on
the bank.
From there up the hill past the BUPA Hospital to Emsworth Common Road from
which I immediately entered Hollybank Woods and followed the path going east
to Holly Lodge. Just before reaching the old Lodge site the path divides and then
reunites as it passes a clearing on its north side and at the west end of this
clearing I saw my first troop of Fly Agaric toadstools (big specimens in mint
condition). Earlier (just after entering the woods and away from any well used
path) I had picked up a single specimen of Shaggy Parasol which identified
itself by leaving a 'blood stain' on my note pad as a result of the shaking it got in
my bicycle basket going along the bumpy paths!.
Nothing much else seen today until I was entering the Denvilles area on
Southleigh Road. Here (opposite the junction with East Leigh Road) I looked back
across the open fields of Southleigh Farm and saw a couple of Roe Deer grazing
in rough grass near the A27 (in the past I have seen more than ten in these
fields). While looking through the field hedge at them I spotted a few very large
Mushrooms growing under the thorn hedge making them inaccessible to me - I
guess they may have been Yellow Stainers rather than Horse Mushrooms).
Also seen recently were my first Glistening Inkcaps in mulch under a young
roadside tree.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 19 - 25 (WEEK 42 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-necked Grebe: One was reported (by unknown visiting birders) to have
been in Sweare Deep of Chichester Harbour (between Northney on Hayling Island
and Langstone/Warblington on the mainland) on Oct 22
Black-necked Grebe: The number in Langstone Harbour went up to four on
Oct 21, seen from the Broadmarsh slipway area, and one was still in
Southampton Water on Oct 21
Leach's Petrel: Three were seen from Thanet in Kent on Oct 16 (when six were
reported from near Calais on the French coast)
Bittern: Poole Harbour had its first of the winter on Oct 18 and Rye Harbour had
its first on Oct 19. Since then one has turned up at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Oct
23
Great White Egret: There have been at least nine reports of a Great White
Egret at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) between July 21 and Oct 12 but none
have been positively identified as the colour ringed regular which seems to spend
half of each year at Blashford until Oct 20 when Bob Chapman (who has seen
many of the birds reported earlier) confirmed that he had seen the regular bird
and identified its colour ring). I have the impression that several birders reporting
sightings there have assumed that they had seen the regular bird when they had

no definite proof (and with many sites on the near continent having multiple
Great Whites - but very few
- there is no reason why Blashford should not attract multiple birds). Strabrechtse
Heide in Holland has reported the presence of 17 birds on Aug 18, 21 birds on
Aug 27 and Sep 4, and 25 on Sep 17 then down to 18 on Oct 3. At least eight
other sites in the Low Countries and northern France have reported counts of 1
to 8 birds this autumn
Grey Heron: These are regularly reported as coastal migrants in small numbers
in the autumn but a report from the Scillies on Oct 18 records the presence of 41
recently arrived Herons
Sacred Ibis: I have got used to seeing reports of Glossy Ibis in southern
England but I was surprised to see a report of a single Sacred Ibis in Holland on
Oct 9. Now Oct 20 has brought news of two at a Belgian site.
Spoonbill: A single bird was seen again in the North Walls area of Pagham
Harbour on Oct 18 (it seems to have been there since Oct 11) and on Oct 19 the
number in Poole Harbour was up to 17
Whooper Swan: Fifteen have been present in the Scillies from Oct 12 to 16 with
10 there on Oct 17 and 6 on Oct 21
Black Brant: The Chichester Harbour bird was seen again around Thorney
Island on Oct 17 (after arriving on Oct 14) and on Oct 19 there were four of them
at Weymouth
Mallard: A female with four newly hatched ducklings was seen at Mill Rythe
(east shore of Hayling) on Oct 18
Red-crested Pochard: A female was in Ivy Lake at Chichester on Oct 24, a
couple of days after a male was seen at Paxton Pits in Bedfordshire
Pochard: On Oct 19 there were 185 newly arrived at a Dutch site with 5 at the
Blashford Lakes that day increasing to 'ood numbers' there on Oct 21 when 34
were at the Yateley gravel pits in north Hampshire (four at Budds Farm pools in
Havant that day)
Tufted Duck: The first two of the autumn were on the Emsworth Town Millpond
on Oct 17 (up to three there on Oct 21). A count of all the Paxton pits in
Bedfordhire on Oct 19 gave a massived total of 1614 and on Oct 21 there wree
228 at the Yateley pits in north Hampshire
Scaup: Two were on the Paxton pits on Oct 21 and a female arrived in Devon on
that day

Goldeneye: These have been appearing in southern England since Oct 13 when
one appeared at Hook/Warsash. On Oct 15 three were in Portsmouth Harbour
with one at the Blashford Lakes and on Oct 16 one was in Thanet with two at
both Dungeness and Blashford. Pagham Harbour had its first on Oct 18 when two
flew by Portland and three were in Christchurch Harbour plus two on the
Arlington reservoir in the Cuckmere Valley. On Oct 19 Paxton Pits had twelve with
more next day and Blaskhford Lakes had four on Oct 20
Red-breasted Merganser: On Oct 17 ten were seen in Langstone Harbour and
five were in the mouth of Chichester Harbour - three seen off Langstone village
that day had probably been counted elsewhere in the harbours
Goosander: Two appeared in Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8 but were thought
to be from the local River Avon breeding population. Three then flew in from the
sea to Christchurch Harbour on Oct 16 and may have been arrivals from the
north. A single bird in Belgium on Oct 19 is likely to have been a passage bird but
the appearance of 12 redheads on the Blashford Lakes on Oct 20 could still be of
local birds
Ruddy Duck: A count of five on the Blashford Lakes on Oct 23 was still under
the count of 8 there on Oct 6
Honey Buzzard: Following the late bird seen near Portsdown on Oct 16 another
was seen flying low over Hastings (chased by Crows) on Oct 23
Red Kite: These have been breeding in Hampshire since 1995 and in 2008 at
least 10 juveniles were hatched from 5 nests. In Jan 2006 there was a winter
night roost in the county having up to 60 birds and I guess this roost is again in
use to judge by a report on Oct 19 of 33 birds heading towards a night roost
somewhere near the A34 in the north of Hampshire. I believe one of the Sunday
papers on Oct 25 had an article blaming the massive increase in Kites for a loss
of Kestrel breeding sites and for killing Red Squirrels in Wales
Sparrowhawk: The number of passage birds going through Belgium and
Holland at the moment is reflected in six counts from different sites on Oct 20 the numbers were 57, 30, 14, 9, 7 and 6. In England at least 10 went over the
Thanet area of Kent on Oct 15
Kestrel: One of these was heard shrieking when it came under attack from four
Rooks in the Pevensey Levels area on Oct 18
Hobby: One was still in Dorset on Oct 23 and another was seen in Holland on
Oct 24
Red-tailed Hawk: On Oct 19 the SOS website carried a reference to a story in
the Daily Mail which (while is about birds in north America) may surprise some

birders. If you visit http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article1216709/Pictured-The-plucky-little-kingbird-took-piggyback-predatory-hawklived-tell-tale.html you can see pictures of a tiny Kingbird sitting on the back of a
Red-tailed Hawk (50 times its size) and pecking violently at the top of the hawk's
head as the hawk flies off screaming. It seems that harrying of the hawks by
small birds is a regular occurrence in Denver, Colorado, where the pictures were
taken, but this is the first observation of a smaller bird actually riding on the
larger one. The article tells us that the scientific name for the Kingbird genus is
Tyrannus!
Coot: These have not all left for the coast - on Oct 21 there were still 199 on the
Yateley pits in north Hampshire
Common Crane: 36 flew over a Danish site on Oct 10, then 3 were seen over
Dungeness on Oct 13. Oct 15 saw 12 over a Greman site and the latest migrant
was one over Holland on Oct 24
Stone Curlew: A southward bound migrant stopped off at Dungeness on Oct 18
and was still there on Oct 21 reminding me that in Feb 2006 one was seen over a
period of at least a week in the north Hayling fields where it was presumed to
have spent the winter.
Golden Plover: Although there had been a flock of 160 in the West Wittering
area of Chichester Harbour on Oct 1 the only report of them that I have seen
from Pagham Harbour so far this autumn was just one there on Oct 4 so a count
of 140 on Oct 22 probably means that the winter birds have arrived
Knot: A group of 5 were in Emsworth Harbour on Oct 20 after 3 had been seen
further south down the Emsworth Channel on Oct 17
Little Stint: One has been in the Hook (Warsash) area from Oct 17 to 19 at
least
Woodcock: There have now been eleven reports of Woodcock seen moving to
winter quarters since Oct 14. These have all been at east coast sites other than
one on the Glynde Levels (Sussex Ouse near Lewes) on Oct 17 and one at Bechy
Head on Oct 18
Black-tailed Godwit: The greatly fuctuating numbers of these birds at any one
site from day to day shows that they do not settle in one place for the whole
winter after arriving here on the south coast from Iceland but recent
correspondence between observers studying the many colour ringed birds now
shows that birds seen feeding in the Solent Harbours on one day may be found in
north Kent or northern France a few days later before (after an indeterminate
time) returning to the Solent. How many of the birds make these relatively long
trips (not very long in relation to the 600 mile flight from Iceland to the north of

Scotland or a minimum of 300 miles non-stop from Iceland to the Faroes), and
what triggers their moves, is not known but the evidence we have bears out a
thought which I have often had - namely that if I had wings and no home ties I
would be inclined to move around with distance being no great object if I had
memories of good feeding at distant sites that I had visited before.
While checking the Cornwall Birding website this week I came on a superb photo
of one of these birds taken at the Hayle estuary in September this year by Mark
Halliday - see it at
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3504/3902781209_0a5f3b8714_b.jpg
Spotted Redshank: There was a gap in reports of this species from May 6 to
June 14 after which there have been daily reports of birds back in southern
England, mostly as singles but as early as June 24 there were 5 at Brownsea
Island in Poole Harbour. A bird which had been colour ringed at Thorney Island in
2008 was seen in Sweden this year shortly before it returned to Thorney Island
on June 25, indicating that these summer birds had been away and returned by
that early date. More recently one was seen to fly in off the sea at Sandwich Bay
on Oct 15 and on Oct 21 the well known 'tame' bird arrived back in the outfall of
the stream at Maisemore Gardens/Nore Barn.
When I read of its return my first thought was that it must have flown back to
England some time ago and spent time elsewhere before coming to Emsworth
but the arrival at Sandwich of one bird on Oct 15, and the 'site faithfulness' of
this bird to the Emsworth area over the past four winters, would suggest that it
probably only left its summer breeding area within the past few days and came
straight here, and that tells us that this species act as individuals when it comes
to deciding when to migrate - some choose to come in June, some in October (in
fact the arrival dates of this Emsworth bird have been within a few days of Nov 8
for the past three years).
Since I wrote the above in mid-week Brian Fellows has reminded me that
Spotted Redshanks have an unusual division of labour between the sexes
which allows the females to fly back south from the breeding areas before the
males and I assumed this meant they had adopted the strategy used by the
Phalaropes whereby the females produce multiple families in each short arctic
breeding season by mating with one male, laying eggs in his nest and then
immediately leaving him to brood and raise the family while mating with one or
more further males and leaving each of them with a potential family. The female
Phalarope is thus free to fly back south a long time before the males which
have to stay with the young.
I cannot find a definitive statement about the breeding habits of the Spotted
Redshank but all sources agree that the females leave the breeding area before
the males or young but clearly the females do not totally disregard breeding
duties after egglaying - the best statement I have come across says .."Female
Spotted Redshank form flocks and some leave breeding grounds up to a week
before eggs hatch. Others desert partners with broods at an early stage".
Another source says .. "Females begin moving south in early-June, the males

following during July, and juveniles migrating from August to September" I guess
the species may be still evolving its breeding strategy.
Common Sandpiper: Three birds in Poole Harbour on Oct 21 are probably
going to be wintering here
Grey Phalarope: One was at Portland on Oct 22 and 23
Little Gull: Singles seen at Hook/Warsash on Oct 19 and on the north east coast
of the IoW on Oct 21 indicate how little we sometimes see of large scale passage
- just across the Channel 1687 birds went past the Calais area on Oct 16 with 220
seen there on Oct 17
Ring-billed Gull: For the seventh consecutive winter one of these has appeared
back at the 'Cockle Pond' in Gosport where it was seen on Oct 20, 21 and 22
Lesser Blackback Gull: The peak of their autumn passage may now be over at the start of October up to 3000 were roosting at the Eversley gravel pits in
north Hampshire but only around 1000 were there on Oct 21
Great Blackback Gull: These seem to have started a major passage to winter
quarters on Oct 16 when 96 were recorded at Sandwich Bay followed by the
unexpected sight on Oct 20 of 45 birds roosting in a field at Climping on the coast
between Bognor and Worthing
Sandwich Tern: A count of 391 off the Normandy coast on Oct 17 shows that
passage was not yet over but it may well be that 11 birds seen in the south of
Langstone Harbour on Oct 19 (and 3 seen in the north - off Broadmarsh - on Oct
21) are all intending to winter here
Auks: 1456 came south past Spurn Head on Oct 16 and on Oct 17 there were 26
Razorbill off the Normany coast and one at Hook/Warsash while by Oct 24 there
were four in Christchurch Harbour
Little Auk: The first of the winter was off Cap Gris-Nez on Oct 17 when there
was a possible sighting of two more in Pagham Harbour
Stock Dove: Oct 17 brought counts of 14 passing over Hasting and 15 at
Cissbury Ring near Worthing to show that these are starting to move but eight
recent counts from the near Continent have a peak count of only 119 so far
Woodpigeon: Late news from Denmark is of 33,000 moving over on Oct 10 and
more recently the peak count from Holland is of 37,000 on Oct 20 (when two
other sites reported over 10,000). Here in England passage seems to have
started on Oct 23 with 70 over Hastings and 212 over Christchurch Harbour

Turtle Dove: One juvenile still in a Kent garden on Oct 17 with other singles at
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 18 and Portland up to Oct 23
Little Owl: Reports of these at three coastal sites this week (including one at
Puckpool Point on the Isle of Wight) show that dispersing birds are still puzzled
as to what they shuld do when their movement brings them to the sea
Short-eared Owl: Recent reports are of one in Kent (Thanet) on Oct 17 when
another was at Portland and one over a Brighton Golf Course on Oct 18. Latest
report is of one at Dungeness on Oct 23
Swift: Oct 24 brought two reports of a single bird over sites in Holland
Wryneck: Two still in the Scillies on Oct 18 and one on Oct 20
Wood Lark: Three new reports from southern England including one singing at
Abbotstone by the River Itchen north of Winchester on Oct 20 plus seventeen
reports from continental sites with a peak count of 163 over a Belgian site on Oct
20
Skylark: Large numbers on the move on the continent with a peak count of
8165 over a Dutch site on Oct 20. On Oct 22 more than 110 were seen over the
Test valley and there were reports of more than 50 over three south coast sites
on Oct 23 (plus other smaller counts elsewhere)
Swallow: Still being seen daily along the south coast with the latest report being
of 30 over Ryde (IoW) on Oct 21 and 68 over Dungeness on Oct 22
House Martin: Latest reports are of around 20 in the Kent Stour valley on Oct
21 and 5 on the north Kent coast on Oct 22 (when one was seen at Durlston)
Olive-backed Pipit: First report for the year was from the Scillies on Oct 23
followed by one at Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 24
Tree Pipit: A late report from Farlington Marshes on Oct 17 (last previous was of
2 at Portland on Oct 10)
Rock Pipit: Of local interest I saw my first two of the winter on the Langstone
South Moors shore on Oct 22 and then saw three more at Nutbourne Bay on Oct
23 (two of these flew in from the east while I was there)
Water Pipit: Three were back at the Lower Test Marshes on Oct 17 and the
Stour Valley in Kent had its first two of the autumn on Oct 20
Yellow Wagtail: Stragglers still being seen with one at Portland on Oct 18 (after
singles at other sites on Oct 10, 11, 15 and 17)

Dunnock: On Oct 22 I heard two singing strongly against each other in the
Langstone area at dusk (first song since July 26) - I guess they were newly
arrived migrants establishing winter territories. Another 21 migrants passed over
Hastings on Oct 23
Red-flanked Bluetail: An isolated report of one at Spurn Point in Yorkshire on
Oct 19
Black Redstart: Reports of these from seven sites in southern England this
week plus a count of more than 57 in the Scillies on Oct 20 (presumably marking
a wave of arrivals all along the coast)
Common Redstart: The only new reports are from the Scillies (5 there on Oct
16, 4 on Oct 17 and 2 on Oct 18) followed by news of a single straggler at
Portland on Oct 23
Whinchat: One at Farlington Marshes on Oct 17 and one at Portland on Oct 23
Stonechat: A male on bushes at the Langstone South Moors on Oct 22
Wheatear: Latest report was of one at Portland on Oct 23
Ring Ouzel: On Oct 23 singles were in the New Forest and on the Isle of Wight
plus three at Portland. Latest was one at Folkestone on Oct 24
Blackbird: More still heading towards southern England - on Oct 19 the South
Foreland in Kent reported 15, Sandwich Bay had 30 and Spurn Point had 120
heading south
Fieldfare: Now widespread in small numbers in southern England (Oct 18 saw 1
in Thanet, 1 at Portland, 1 in the Itchen Valley country park and 9 in Andover).
On Oct 20 a flock of more than 40 was in the New Forest as 350 passed over a
Dutch site
Redwing: Also widespread in southern England with a max of 152 over Andover
on Oct 18 but 9 counts of over 1000 from continental sites this week (peak 3000
over a Dutch site on Oct 19)
Marsh Warbler: One in the Scillies on Oct 23
Melodious Warbler: One in the Scillies on Oct 21 and 22
Arctic Warbler: One at Folkestone on Oct 22

Yellow-browed Warbler: One was seen at Titchfield Haven on Oct 17 and one
at Portland up to Oct 23 but all other reports this week come from Cornwall or
the Scillies
Radde's Warbler: Two in the Scillies on Oct 16
Dusky Warbler: One at Dungeness on Oct 23
Chiffchaff: One still singing on Portsdown on Oct 18 (probably intending to
winter here) Counts of migrants at the coast have dropped off - just 15 in the
Worthing area and 25 at Beachy Head on Oct 19 (but over 100 in the Scillies on
Oct 20)
Willow Warbler: One still in Germany on Oct 20 and one at Durlston on Oct 22
Firecrest: Reports from 15 sites in southern England are probably of birds
coming here for the winter - locally Oct 20 brought 1 to Sandy Point and 2 to
Gunner Point, both on south Hayling. Another 14 arrived at Dungeness on Oct
21, 8 at Portland on Oct 22 and 11 near the Needles on the IoW on Oct 23
Flycatchers: Three species in the Scillies this week - last Pied on Oct 16 but
both Spotted and Red-breasted there on Oct 21. Elsewhere there was a late
Spotted on the IoW on Oct 23
Long-tailed Tit: A count of 50 at the South Foreland in Kent on Oct 19 perhaps
indicates the arrival of more continental birds?
Great Tit: A count of 150 at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 17 shows that they
two move around to find comfortable winter quarters
Great Grey Shrike: New arrivals on Oct 18 at Stodmarsh (east of Canterbury)
and the Itchen Valley country park. The Stour valley bird was still present on Oct
24
Chough: A reminder that these can be seen in Cornwall come in reports of five
birds there on Oct 19
Jackdaw: In southern England 105 went west over Christchurch Harbour on Oct
17 and 180 went the same way over Portsmouth on Oct 18. On Oct 19 a total of
119 came in to Norfolk from the North Sea and on Oct 20 we had this week's
peak count of 942 over a Belgian site. Latest report is of 120 over Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 23
Rook: Reports of movement on the continent are increasing with seven counts
on Oct 20 with a peak of 241 over a Belgian site

Carrion Crow: A count of 550 at Weston Shore on Southampton Water on Oct
24 was the highest of this year there and the highest count since 16 Sep 2007
when the flock was estimated to have 500 birds.
Hooded Crow: One reported in Holland on Oct 19
Starling: On Oct 19 Hunstanton in Norfolk saw 59,921 arriving and another
14,256 were seen there on Oct 20. On Oct 22 some 30,000 were roosting in the
Kent Stour valley and large numbers are now in southern England
House Sparrow: Although we know that House Sparrows do move around I
have never thought of them as moving long distances in the same way that Tree
Sparrows do but this may be wrong. On Oct 10 a site in northern France had 130
passing over and on Oct 17 Christchurch Harbour logged 85 going east
Chaffinch: Late news from Denmark tells us that 52000 moved over that
country on Oct 10. A more recent peak count was of 14,118 over a Dutch site on
Oct 19
Brambling: No big counts in England so far (peak remains 27 over Bedfordshire
on Oct 17) but the many continental counts of less than 100 at any one site
suddenly shot up to 1185 over a Dutch site on Oct 19
Greenfinch: A few more seen recently with 95 coming in on the Norfolk coast on
Oct 19 and 70 on the shore west of Selsey on Oct 22 when another 60 were on
the beach at Church Norton (Pagham Harbour)
Goldfinch: Flocks of several hundred are still being recorded regularly at most
south coast sites and peaks this week have been 2160 at Durlston on Oct 22
when there were 1440 at Dungeness and 1095 at Sandy Point on Hayling
Siskin: Peak count in England of 200 at Dungeness on Oct 21 after 800 over a
Dutch site on Oct 19
Linnet: Plenty of these in southern England (665 at Durlston on Oct 19 after
1130 at Christchurch on Oct 14) but surprisingly few reported on the continent
(at one Dutch site which reported 1169 on Oct 5 there were no other reports
during the month of more than 25 birds and I can only find one other Dutch site
which had a similar isolated count of over 1000 during the month)
Crossbill: These continue to be widely reported in England on a daily basis,
mainly in flocks of 20 to 50 birds but 100 were in the Brede woods north of
Hastings on Oct 20 and 215 over Durlston on Oct 21
Hawfinch: One went west over the Test valley on Oct 22 to show that these are
now moving between their usual sites in southern England

Snow Bunting: There are probably a couple in Cornwall and two more in the
Scillies but apart from these there are reports of one on the north Kent shore on
Oct 17, another at Hastings that day, one at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 21 and
one at Studland in Dorset on Oct 24
Yellowhammer: Still very few being reported in England but counts of 56 and
30 at two Dutch sites on Oct 19 may show others are on their way
Reed Bunting: On Oct 23 Dungeness had 106 and Christchurch Harbour had
146
INSECTS
Dragonflies
One Migrant Hawker at Rye Harbour on Oct 18 and a dozen Common
Darters still flying at Rye Harbour on Oct 22 are the only two reports other than
one on Oct 21 from the Seaford area where a Common Darter was seen having
great difficulty in getting airborne - the reason being that a Wasp had gripped its
underside and was stinging it to death (this same behaviour was also seen in
Sussex last year)
Butterflies
Twelve species reported during the week
Clouded Yellow: Small numbers at 9 sites this week plus a count of
30 at the Soutbourne Undercliff in Bournemoth where the species
now has a well established year round presence. On Oct 22 there
were estimated to be around 100 still at Beachy Head (some of them
seemingly just emerged) - perhaps the Shooter's Bottom site (a
scrubby valley just west of Beachy Head itself) has become a resident
site like Southbourne?
Common Blue: Two were still active on the Downs behind Brighton
on Oct 18 (with two more at the exceptional site on the Southbourne
undercliff in Bournemouth that day)
Wall Brown: A fresh third generation male was seen at Cissbury
Ring above Worthing on Oct 17 - interestingly this is a new site for
the species
Moths
Spindle Smudge (0451 Ypsolopha mucronella): First report I
have seen this year comes from Edburton (north of Brighton) on Oct
22
November Moth (1795 Epirrita dilutata): Also a first at Edburton
on or just before Oct 22
Pale November Moth (1796 Epirrita christyi): First of this
seasonal species seen at Ringmer near Lewes on Oct 16
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum):
One newly in at Portland on Oct 18

Silver-striped Hawkmoth (1993 Hippotion celerio): Also in the
Portland trap on Oct 18
Flame Brocade (2251 Trigonophora flammea): First I know of
at Portland on Oct 18
Other Insects
Ladybird species: At least 75 seeking hibernation sites trying to
enter my house in Havant at midday on Oct 23
PLANTS
186 species reported in flower during October so far
Early dog violet (Viola reichenbachiana): A couple of out of season flowers
on plants in my Havant garden on Oct 23
Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa): One red flower seen on the seawall of
Nutbourne Bay on Oct 23
Wild Parsnip: Seen flowering at Durlston on Oct 19 - a new addition to the
October flowering list
Deadly Nightshade: A bush found at Prinsted on Oct 23 with shrivelled flowers
that must have been fresh in October
Cleavers (Goosegrass): One plant with tiny white flowers was a surprise on
Oct 22
Narrow-leaved Ragwort (Senecio inaequidens): Flowering plants beside
Farm Lane at Nutbourne on Oct 23 were identified as this species which I have
never knowingly come across before (though I have unknowingly seen these
plants at this site in recent past years so believe it to be established there).
Beware that the illustration of the leaves of this plant in the Fitter, Fitter and
Blamey book is wrong - my photos in my diary for Oct 23 agree with photos on
the internet and with Stace's description
Yellow Iris: One plant with fresh flowers at the Langstone South Moors on Oct
22 was a surprise find
OTHER WILDLIFE
Newts: Seeing friends clearing weed from their garden pond here in Havant this
week I asked if all the Newts had by now left the pond and I was told that they
had, but most had only moved a short distance into a compost heap, making it
difficult to take compost from the heap without disturbing (and almost certainly
killing) them during the winter. Other dangers face the Newts during the journey
from the pond to the hibernation site and this was brought out by Brian Banks in
a contribution to the Rye Bay website describing his discovery of a young
Palmate Newt (after leaving their birth pond for the first time a young Newt

is nowadays called an 'Eft') in his garden at Northiam (north of Hastings).
Brian discovered the Eft hiding under a stone quite close to where a Grass
Snake was sunning itself, and if the Snake does not get the Eft it is still small
enough to be taken by one of the Slow-Worms in the same garden. These
dangers must be faced for several days as the young Eft needs to feed up before
going into hibernation.
Fungi: John Goodspeed's Nature Notes for last week report a find of three good
specimens of Wood Cauliflower (Sparassis crispa) at the Hookheath nature
reserve (northern foot of Portsdown) on Oct 16 and an entry on the Rye Bay
website dated 21 Oct contains a photo of a fungus which is thought to be
Leccinum aurantiacum, found in Brede High Woods near the River Rother
north of Hastings. On Oct 22 in the Langstone South Moors area I found Field
Mushrooms, Shaggy Inkcaps and a troop of what I first knew as Lepiota
leucothites but which is now called Leucoagaricus leucothites with the
Eglish name of White Dapperling. Also on Oct 22 I found Fairy Ring
Champignons in Langstone and the Durlston website reported sightings of the
big Yellow Stainer toadstools (which are easily mistaken for Horse
Mushrooms) and of Jews Ear fungi (now called Jelly Ear). My last find was on
Oct 23 at Nutbourne (east of Emsworth) where I found a small cluster of
Stropharia coronilla (Garland Roundhead) - not the rare Red-leg
Roundhead as reported in my diary
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 19 - 25 (WEEK 42 OF 2009)
Fri 23 Oct
Narrow-leaved Ragwort - a new plant for me
First entry in my notebook for today was of freshly open flowers on the Early
Dog Violets which have set up home in my garden. These normally flower in
March but I did see out of season blossom in my garden on Sep 28 but that did
not survive in the drought conditions which have now ended.
At lunch time, in warm sunshine, many Ladybirds mounted a mass attack
on my house, seeking cracks through which they could get in to find safe places
to hibernate. Seeing them from inside the house I went out and counted 75 on
the sunlit walls and windows with more airborne over the garden - there were
probably at least 100 in total in my garden.
After lunch I drove through Emsworth to Prinsted for a further look at the
mystery plants seen there on Oct 12. After that visit I thought the plants might
be Sorghum grain but looking again today I could see that the impression of
long bladed grass leaves was wrong in several respects so I am back in the
position of having no idea at all as to what type of plant these are, let alone
being able to name the species - my next random search may be in the direction
of some type of palm tree based on the mass of brown hairs giving the plant
stem a 'coconut matting' appearance, the crescent shaped scars left on the stem
when a leaf is detached and the attachment of the leaves all around the stem
(not in two 'ranks' as in a grass)

I then drove to the Prinsted shore and walked east along the seawall to
Nutbourne Bay with the tide high. The only bird seen before reaching the east
end of the bay was a single Ringed Plover flying along the waters edge and in
the end of the bay there were some 30 Shelduck, half a dozen Great Crested
Grebe and four Wigeon plus a cluster of smaller duck that were probably Teal
and one other bird that looked like a male Pintail from a long distance but
which I could not refind when I got close enough to be sure.
Inside the seawall path there was a touch of red colour in a single flower on a
Rosa rugosa (Japanese Rose) and while looking at it two small birds flew low
over me from the east making the wheezy calls of Rock Pipits, an id confirmed
when when of them flew low over the water close to me allowing me to see its
plumage (I had earlier seen another Rock Pipit flying west along the north
shore of the bay).
From the sea wall of the bay I took the path north to Farm Lane and then turned
left (west) along the lane but before I had reached the point where the first
stream flows under the lane I saw some bright yellow flowers in the uncut
vegatation north of the lane. I remember being puzzled by similar flowers here in
recent past years so I went for a close look and collected a sample to take home.
The bright yellow flowers looked much like those of several Ragwort species and
the plants stood much the same height (approaching 1 metre) as you might
expect Common Ragwort to do when struggling up through thick grass and
scrub but the many branched stem was thinner and more woody than other
species I am familiar with while the leaves were entirely different - see my photos
showing a large specimen leaf to be close to 5 cm long but only 3mm wide
throughout its length.

Specimen 'branch' and Flowers of Narrow-leaved Ragwort

Specimen leaf of Narrow-leaved Ragwort
Back at home I found a promising name (Narrow-leaved Ragwort) in the
index of the Fitter,|Fitter and Blamey flora but Marjorie Blamey's illustration of
the plant showed a leaf nothing like my specimen (possibly the sample plants
brought to her got mixed up and she drew the leaf of a different specimen?).
Going onto the internet and searching for Narrow-leaved Ragwort (Senecio
inaequidens) immediately gave me an exact match for my specimen and both
my specimen and this picture agreed with Stace's description of "sessile, linear
leaves less than 5 mm wide" on a plant growing to a height of up to 80 cm with
woody stems. Stace says the species is a frequent alien now spreading
throughout England and is naturalised on a sandy beach in East Kent but the
species does not get a mention in the Hampshire Flora published in 1996 (not yet
sure of the status in Sussex). As I have seen the plants here in earlier years the
species can be said to be established here, not just a one year casual.
On the mown roadside grass near the Ragwort I collected a specimen of the
small but pretty Stropharia aurantiaca fungus which has the new English
name of Redlead Roundhead, and continuing west I found flowers and fruit on
the big Stawberry Tree on my right just before reaching the second stream this tree is the biggest specimen that I know of and stands more than twice the
height of the one in Slipper Road at Emsworth and is higher than the one at
Northney church on Hayling.

After the orchards and the open fields I took the path which leads to 'The Square'
in Prinsted (where the two roads from the A259 meet) and I was somewhat
surprised to find a large Deadly Nightshade plant growing beside this path and
having not only several glistening black berries but also the fairly fresh remnants
of flowers (sufficiently fresh for me to add the species to my October flowering
list)
Thu 22 Oct
Dunnock song at sunset
A walk to Budds Farm this afternoon gave me several interesting finds but the
most surprising came at the end when I was walking back up the Billy Trail past
Wade Court and heard two Dunnocks singing strongly to each other among
several singing Wrens. Back at home I had a look at my records for last year
and see that the first Dunnock song of the autumn was heard at Durlston on
Oct 27 but there were no more reports until Nov 12 (in Kent) and regular song
did not begin until early December (one heard in Emsworth on Nov 27 before
being reported generally from Dec 2 on). The birds heard in December may have
been interested in breeding but I think the sporadic early bursts come from newly
arrived migrants establishing themselves in the local community (interestingly on
Oct 27 last year, when the very first song was heard at Durlston where there
were likely to be newly arrived migrants, I myself had noted the presence of
more Dunnock than usual on the Langstone South Moors and had suspected the
arrival of migrants, and today's walk made me aware of several piping
Dunnocks in various places)
Also seen today was a male Stonechat on the South Moors and an increase in
Shoveler (estimated 42) on the Budds Farm pools where there were more than
10 Gadwall and 4 Pochard plus 4 Wigeon - but only 4 Tufted Duck. Coming
back along the South Moors shore with the tide high there were relative few birds
on the shore though Wigeon and Brent were both at the mouth of the
Langbrook with the first dozen Lapwing for that site. Also, in the shingle scrub, I
disturbed my first two Rock Pipits of the winter which 'scuttered' low along the
shore and I had to chivvy them a bit before I got one to utter a wheezy note in
strong contrast to the clear call of a Meadow Pipit that I had just disturbed and
which flew off high over the Moors.
The walk also added to my flower list with two surprises - Cleavers (or
Goosegrass) with its tiny white flowers near the Langbrook stream and Yellow
Iris (Flag) in full flower in the damp channel of the 'stream' which feeds the
Tamarisk pool. North of the main track across the Moors that stream bed has had
all its vegetation removed and is hardly distinguishable from the surrounding
grassland but luckily the section below the track has been left and still has lots of
Tufted Forget-me-not to add to the Water Forget-me-not which is
flourishing upstream north of the A27 (where the garden escape Rose Campion
has suddenly burst into flower again).
A few fungi were found - what I think are normal Field Mushrooms on the
short grass of the track across the Moors, a lot of Lepiota leucothites (?) under
the new Blackthorn hedge lining the new track immeditately east of Southmoor

Lane, Shaggy Inkcaps on top of Budds Mound and a line of what I think was
Hairy Stereum on a small fallen branch alongside the Billy Trail
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 12 - 18 (WEEK 41 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Divers: No more than 2 Red-throated reported along our south coast
(Portland) but there were 21 coming south past Spurn Point on Oct 16 with 14 at
Cap Gris-nez that day. We had 2 Black-throated in Weymouth Bay on Oct 15
with 9 near Cap Gris-nez on Oct 16. The only Great Northern reports were from
the West Country - singles in Cornwall, the Scillies and at Portland between Oct
12 and 14
Grebes: One Red-necked was in the Lymington area from Oct 13 to 16, maybe
the same one which went east past Dungeness on Oct 10 (the first anywhere
since Sep 20). One near Calais on Oct 13 was probably a different bird.
Lymington has also had a single Slavonian from Oct 14 to 16 (the bird which
summered in the Exe estuary in Devon was still there on Oct 11 and one went
past Spurn Point on Oct 2). No reports of Black-necked from Sussex, Hants or
Dorset this week but one was near Calais on Oct 16 and two were off the Devon
coast on Oct 14
Leach's Petrel: One was off the north Kent coast on Oct 12 and 6 were near
Calais on Oct 16
Gannet: A big westward movement peaked with 1432 passing Newhaven on Oct
11
Cattle Egret: Two were still in the Lymington area on Oct 16 with one at
Dungeness up to Oct 15 at least
Little Egret: 152 entered the Little Deeps roost on Thorney Island on Oct 10
(174 there in Sep 29). At Rye Harbour, where there had been 85 in the roost on
Sep 10, only 11 were seen to leave on the morning of Oct 16 - mayb a temporary
disturbance there but maybe the birds are already dispersing inland as they do
each winter to avoid cold conditions on the coast
Great White Egret: No reports from Bashford since Oct 12 but there have been
one or two new ones in Cornwall this week and a new bird was at Dungeness on
Oct 15. Other indications of movement are reports on Oct 14 of 8 birds over
Jersey and another 8 over a Dutch site
Glossy Ibis: Two were still at Dungeness (where there had been 5 for some
time) on Oct 12 and 13 but only one was there on Oct 14 and 15
Spoonbill: 14 were in Poole Harbour on Oct 13 and 15 and nine were still in
Cornwall and the Scillies. The one which arrived in the north of Pagham Harbour
on Oct 11 was still there on Oct 16

Bewick's Swan: The first three were reported in Holland on Oct 9 with fourteen
there on Oct 14 and sixteen on Oct 15. None yet reported in England but there
were 100 Whooper's at Caerlaverock in Scotland on Oct 15 when there were 15
birds in the Scillies (after arriving there on Oct 12). A single bird turned up at
Abbotsbury in Dorset on Oct 8 an dtwo were there on Oct 13
Pinkfoot/Bean Geese: Half a dozen geese seen distantly at Pulborough Brooks
on Oct 16 could have been either of these species
Whitefront Goose: None yet in England but there was a major arrival in
Holland on Oct 14 when one site reported 1900 and another had 2852 (along
with 2826 Greylag)
Brent Goose: The first count of more than 100 was of 222 in Langstone
Harbour on Oct 3 with 400 in Chichester Harbour on Oct 4. France was the first
to break through the thousand barrier with 3584 on the Normandy coast on Oct
8. An estimated 1000 were at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Oct 12 (with
1440 at Sandwich Bay). Oct 14 brought 2000 in Chichester Harbour off Thorney
Island (with another 1350 going west past Dungeness) and Dorset had 1050 in
The Fleet on Oct 15 when around 1500 were off the north Kent coast. The first
families with young were seen on Oct 14 both at Lymington and off Thorney
Island. I saw one family with 2 juvs with 400+ adults off Langstone South Moors
on Oct 15 and on Oct 16 Kevin Crisp had three families (3, 2, and 1 juvs) off the
Milton shore of Langstone Harbour but it will be some time before we can draw
meaningful conclusion as to this year's breeding success.
Pale-bellied Brent: A single stray associating with the Dark-bellied birds has
been in the Stocker's Lake area of Chichester Harbour from Oct 14 to 16, with
one off Titchfeld Haven on Oct 15 and two in The Fleet near Weymouth that day.
Black Brant: The first was reported at Weymouth on Oct 13 and another has
been in Chichester Harbour from Oct 14 to 16
Ruddy Shelduck: The group of three that arrived at Radipole (Weymouth) on
Sep 26 were still there on Oct 13. Oct 11 brought a newcomer to Duncton Mill
Pond near Pulborough on Oct 11
Shelduck: A few probably arrived locally in Chichester Harbour on Oct 14 and
around 10 appeared on the South Moors shore on Oct 15 when there were
reports of 90 at Oare (north Kent), 72 on the Norfolk coast, 31 at Newtown
Harbour (IoW) and 10 on the Langstone South Moors shore. Oct 16 brough
reports of 21 and 26 from two Kent coastal sites and on Oct 17 I saw a party of
at least 12 on the Langstone to Emsworth shore joined by 15 which flew in high
from the east in a V-formation
Wigeon: The first report of more than 1000 was of 1750 in The Fleet near
Weymouth on Oct 15 which is when I saw the first substantial flock of around 6o
off the Langstone South moors shore (and Jamie Marsh found 650 near Pewit
Island in Portsmouth Harbour)

American Wigeon: A female was reported in Cornwall on Oct 14. The only
other report I have for this year is of a drake at Pulborough Brooks on Jan 19.
Garganey: The bird on Sinah Lake (Hayling Island) from Sep 11 to Oct 10 has
not been seen since then but on Oct 15 one appeared at the Balshford Lakes
(Ringwood) and on Oct 16 one was on the Farlington Marshes lake
Pochard: No large arrival yet but on Oct 15 I was pleased to find three on the
Budds Farm Pools at Havant
Scaup: On Oct 16 there were at least two on the north Kent shore (the first for
southern England this autumn) and one across the Channel at Cap Girs-nez
Long-tailed Duck: One heading south past Spurn point in Yorkshire on Oct 16
was the first I know of this autumn
Goldeneye: Winter birds started to arrive this week with reports of one near
Warsash and another near Calais on Oct 13, then one on Sinah Lake (south
Hayling) and two in Holland on Oct 14, three in Portsmouth Harbour plus one at
the Blashford Lakes and one in Holland on Oct 15, then one in Thanet (Kent) and
two at Blashford Lakes on Oct 16.
Red-breasted Merganser: Oct 14 brought 12 into Chichester Harbour and 26
to Langstone Harbour with quite a few other local reports including the first three
off Langstone pond shore on Oct 17
Goosander: Three flying into Christchurch Harbour 'from the east' on Oct 16
were probably birds that have been in the Avon valley during the summer but
might be the first arrivals
Honey Buzzard: The main passage of these ended on Sep 26 after which there
was one 'probable' over Weymouth so a report of one over the Hookheath nature
reserve at the northern foot of Portsdown on Oct 16 was a surprise
Sparrowhawk: These are still moving with 15 over a Dutch site on Oct 14 and
10 over north Kent on Oct 15
Buzzard: Lots of these are also on the move - nine reports between Oct 13 and
15 include counts of 173 over one Dutch site on Oct 14 and 183 over another on
Oct 15
White-tailed Sea Eagle: Four reports from the Low Countries on Oct 14 and 15
may well be all of one bird
Osprey: Still a few heading south - singles over Cornwall and Newhaven on Oct
13 and over Lymington and Belgium on Oct 15
Spotted Crake: Two at Lymington on Oct 14 and 15 are the only ones in the
current news
Coot: Many are now heading for the coast - on Oct 11 there were 92 at
Emsworth and on Oct 12 Bembridge Pond (IoW) had around 120. Interestingly

there were none to be seen on Budds Farm Pools on Oct 15 so that it would
appear that even here by the coast the birds feel the urge to move before the
frost arrives.
Common Crane: It looks as if these are just starting to make their autumn
journey south - three seen flying south over Dungeness on Oct 13 and 12 over
north Germany on Oct 15
Purple Sandpiper: 14 at Sennen near Lands End in Cornwall on Oct 12 was the
first double figure count of the autumn. Since then there have been 2 at Brighton
Marina on Oct 13 and 1 at Portland on Oct 15
Woodcock: The first two reports of Woodcock on the move this autumn have
come from Falmborough Head in Yorkshire on Oct 14 and Sandwich Bay in Kent
on Oct 16 (both singles)
Grey Phalarope: One at Cap Gris-nez on Oct 16 was the first report since Sep
24
Little Gull: Major passage now under way with a count of 1687 passing Cap
Gris-nez on Oct 16 (and 169 on the north Kent coast that day)
Sabine's Gull: One off the north Foreland in Kent on Oct 12 and 6 passing the
Calais area on Oct 16
Glaucous Gull: Singles had been reported from Cornwall and Lymington in July
and August but one on the Belgian coast on Oct 17 is likely to be the first autumn
arrival in the Channel area
Sandwich Tern: 8 seen off Milton inside the entrance to Langstone Harbour on
Oct 14 may all have been intending to stay with us through the winter but some
of the 12 seen there on Oct 16 (when 266 were seen on the Normandy coast of
France) were probably late passage birds
Arctic Tern: Still quite a few passing with a peak of 26 off north Kent on Oct 16
Black Tern: One at Lymington on Oct 11 was a surprise after none had been
seen anywhere since Sep 24
Auks: We should be seeing more of these soon - on Oct 16 Spurn Head reported
1456 heading south and on Oct 17 there were 279 at a Dutch coastal site (a lone
Guillemot was in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Oct 11, 12 and 13
Stock Dove: Just four reports of these on the move this week with a peak of 87
over a Dutch site on Oct 14
Wood Pigeon: The first report of any significant autumn movement in southern
England was reported at Portland on Oct 14 (no count) and on Oct 17 there was
a report of 197 passing over Sharpenhoe Clappers (an open area close to the
west side of the A6 just north of Luton). On the continent there have been many
reports since Oct 9 and on Oct 15 four sites in the Low Countries reported more

than 10,000 passing over (peak of 35,550 that day but 50,000 at one site on Oct
14)
Turtle Dove: There have been very rare reports of wintering Turtle Doves in
southern England in recent years and I wonder if we will have some staying this
winter? Portland had two long stay birds still there on Oct 16 and Christchurch
Harbour had one on Oct 15 (there could well be others at less well watched sites)
Long-eared Owl: One reported at Reculver in north Kent on Oct 14 may have
been there for some time as two were seen in the same area on Aug 8
Short-eared Owl: Among four reports this week there is one of a bird flying in
off the sea at the South Foreland in Kent on Oct 11 and another of one flying
south from Dorset on Oct 15
Hoopoe: One in Devon on Oct 13 and another in the Isle of Wight in a garden
between Brighstone and Shorewell on Oct 15 and 16
Wryneck: Late birds this week in Kent (south Foreland), Cornwall and the
Scillies
Skylark: Plenty now on the move (and provoking resident birds into song to
defend their territories as the migrants pass over). The peak count in England
was 225 in Dorset on Oct 12 but on the continent Oct 14 brought the following
high counts from different sites - 5648, 2182, 1672, 769 and 434
Shorelark: Two were seen on the Lymington marshes on Oct 13
Swallow: Plenty of current reports but the peak counts for England were down
to 230 on Oct 15, 223 (in Jersey) on Oct 16 and 47 at Durlston on Oct 17
House Martin: Only seven reports for the week with a peak of 640 over
Hastings on Oct 12 (and 68 over Durlston on Oct 17)
Rock Pipit: Three flew over Sandy Point (Hayling) on Oct 12 and Kevin Crisp
had his 'first of the winter' on the Milton shore of Langstone Harbour on Oct 14
Yellow Wagtail: Three reports of late singles come from Brading (IoW) on Oct
11, Portland on Oct 15 and Durlston on Oct 17
Black Redstart: Eight reports this week include 4 at Folkestone on Oct 13, 14 in
the Scillies on Oct 15, 5 at Portland on Oct 16 and a single seen briefly on south
Hayling on Oct 13
Common Redstart: Latest in this week's news is one passing south through a
Winchester garden on Oct 15
Whinchat: One in north Kent on Oct 15 is the latest I know of
Stonechat: Christchurch harbour had an influx of 70 on Oct 12
Wheatear: Singles at two south coast sites on Oct 16

Ring Ouzel: 32 reports during the week with a peak of 11 in the Hastings area
on Oct 11 and still five birds in total at five sites on Oct 16
Blackbird: 115 at Dungeness on Oct 13 were probably arriving from the south
but 351 passing Flamborough Head in Yorkshire on Oct 14 were heading south as
were 120 passing Spurn Head on Oct 16
Fieldfare: Still no big flocks (biggest count in England was 56 in north Kent on
Oct 13) but the birds are now widespread reaching the Scillies by Oct 14
Song Thrush: Many reports include counts of 100 over Hastings on Oct 13 and
220 going north over Jersey on Oct 14 when one Dutch site had a count of 1867
Redwing: 48 reports, mostly from southern England, include 28,892 flying south
west over the RSPB HQ in Bedfordshire on Oct 13 and 12,535 coming south past
Flamborough Head on Oct 14. Locally a few were heard flying over Havant on the
night of Oct 10 and others were heard over Emsworth that night (the observer in
Emsworth assumed they were going south but I think it more likely they were
coming in from the south - birds coming from Scandinavia may cross the North
Sea and then turn south when they reach Britain but others head south from
Scandinavia and then west through Germany and France where quite a few turn
north to get to Britain by the shorter sea crossing of the Channel)
Mistle Thrush: Twelve reports this week include a group of aroung 30 in the
north west of the New Forest on Oct 11 and 135 going over a Dutch site on Oct
15 but all other reports of this now scarce Thrush were of less than 10 birds
Grasshopper Warbler: Just one report of a bird at Sandy Point on Hayling on
Oct 11
Reed Warbler: Also one late bird at Titchfield Haven on Oct 13
Barred Warbler: One in the Kent South Foreland area on Oct 11
Lesser Whitethroat: Two reports - one at Dungeness on Oct 8 and one in the
Scillies on Oct 13
Common Whitethroat: Four reports - one at Dungeness on Oct 8, one at
Sandy Point (Hayling) on Oct 11 and a single at Portland on both Oct 11 nd 14
Garden Warbler: Just one in Cornwall on Oct 14
Blackcap: Seven reports including 29 in Thanet (Kent) and 10 at Portland, both
on Oct 14
Yellow-browed Warbler: Sixteen reports from sites all along the south coast
including at least four in Cornwall and six in the Scillies
Radde's Warbler: One trapped and ringed at Sandwich Bay on Oct 10 and two
more in the Scillies on Oct 15
Wood Warbler: A surprising late report of one at Pulborough Brooks on Oct 9

Chiffchaff: Numbers now diminishing to a max of 100 at Beachy Head on Oct
11. At least one still singing in the Brighton area on Oct 15
Willow Warbler: Three late reports of singles at Lands End (Oct 12), Thanet
and Beachy Head (both on Oct 14)
Goldcrest: A small influx of 30 at Sandwich Bay on Oct 15
Firecrest: Eighteen reports including 12 birds in the Scillies on Oct 15 and one
singing in the Q E Country Park near Petersfield on Oct 16 (at least three birds at
that site)
Flycatchers: Spotted, Pied and Red-breasted all present in the Scillies on
Oct 15
Long-tailed Tit: Reports of high flying Bearded Tits and Dartford Warblers
are not uncommon at this time of year as the birds make long journey in search
of 'greener grass' but I had never thought of Long-tailed Tits behaving in this
way until now. On Oct 14 a party of 20 were seen to descend from a high flight
and on that day one Dutch site recorded 93 migrants
Brown Shrike: One in the Staines area of Surrey drew a good crowd of birders
on Oct 14 - I think this is the first of its species in this country this year (other
than a 'possible' at the Lizard in Cornwall on Sep 27 - that may have been an
Isabelline)
Great Grey Shrike: There have been 11 reports of this species since July,
mostly from the near continent but including one in the Thanet area of Kent on
Sep 18,19 and more recently one flying east at Folkestone on Oct 14 but I am
not aware of any settling in England yet
Jackdaw: By Oct 14 on Dutch site reported 5000 passing over and on Oct 15
another Dutch site reported 10,580 so there is little doubt these birds are moving
to winter quarters. Here in England 283 flew west over south Hayling on Oct 13
and 40 went over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 15. Latest local report is of up to
180 circling over Portsmouth, gaining height and then flying north west towards
Fareham at 8:45 am. These passage movements must be distinguished from the
daily flights to and from huge corvid night roost which will soon build up (one
such roost normally occurs in Elson Wood north of Gosport from which many
hundreds of birds make daily flights to feed in places as far away as the New
Forest). A collection of 800 Rooks seen in the Tarrant Hinton area of Dorset on
Oct 14 may have been the beginnings of such a winter roost.
Starling: 13,000 passed over one Dutch site on Oct 14 and 10,576 over another
on Oct 15 when Hunstanton in Norfolk recorded the arrival of 17,374 in Britain
Chaffinch: Also on Oct 15 Hunstanton had 4,000 Chaffinches coming in from the
continent
Brambling: 30 new reports this week include peak counts of 132 in Holland on
Oct 15 and 42 in the Thanet area of Kent that day

Greenfinch: These remain in short supply compared to the huge flocks of a few
years ago but Christchurch Harbour had the peak count for this week with just
230 on Oct 12
Goldfinch: Peak count in this week's reports was 2360 at Climping near
Worthing on Oct 14 - half a dozen other sites had over 1000 birds
Siskin: Peak count of 500 at Dungeness on Oct 14 but several other sites had
over 100
Linnet: Christchurch Harbour had 1130 on Oct 14 but nothing to match the peak
of 4300 there last week
Twite: First report for this autumn is of 7 in the Thanet area on Oct 12
Lesser Redpoll: Christchurch Harbour again had the highest count of the week
with 112 on Oct 14
Crossbill: Twenty two reports this week as the birds continue to arrive in
southern England. Biggest count was of 212 over Ballard Down near Swanage in
Dorset but 105 were logged in Kent (Thanet) on Oct 14 and on Oct 15 the
Ventnor Downs on the IoW had 89 passing over. At least one was heard in the
Creech Woods at Denmead on Oct 12
Common Rosefinch: One in the Hastings area on Oct 11 was a surprise another was still in the Scillies on Oct 15
Bullfinch: 10 seen in the Test valley at Timsbury on Oct 13 shows that a few of
these are on the move (another 8 went over Hastings that day
Snow Bunting: None in southern England this week but 12 were at a site on
the French coast on Oct 16. Five of these birds were still to be seen in the
Cairngorms by Tony Tindale on Oct 10 and it is well worth a visit to the Three
Amigos blog (
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo/12413/Ptarmigan+on+Cairngorm.html ) to
see Tony's close up pictures of three Ptarmigans also present on Ben Macdhui
that day. If you go to the start of the blog (
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo ) you can get even more benefit from
Britain's Defence Budget which, even in these straightened times, not only takes
you to the Cairngorms but also (courtesy of Steve Copsey) to the Straits of
Gibralter to watch Eagles (Booted and Short-toed) heading south
Reed Bunting: Returning to our south coast Christchurch Harbour had 135
Reed Buntings passing on Oct 12 and 142 on Oct 14 - many other sites had
smaller numbers including 4 at Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 12
INSECTS
Dragonflies

43 Common Darters were still active at Gosport on Oct 8 and three could still
be seen near Lymington on Oct 13 when many Ruddy Darters were reported at
Oare Marshes in north Kent. One Southern Hawker was at Lymington on Oct
13 and two Migrant Hawkers were at Gosport on Oct 8
Butterflies
17 species in this week's reports (excluding the Small Skipper!)
Small Skipper: A report of one on the Isle of Wight on Oct 14
(when the last one previously reported was seen on Aug 23) is either
a very exceptional observation which did not excite comment either
from the person who saw it or the webmaster who posted it, or more
likely a 'misprint' for Small Copper
Clouded Yellow: 40 could still be seen at Beachy Head on Oct 13,
since when there have been reports of up to 8 from four other sites
with the last at Durlston on Oct 17
Brown Argus: A fresh third generation female seen at Gosport on
Oct 8 and another at Eastbourne on Oct 13
Queen of Spain Fritillary: Last week we reported the emergence
in September of fresh butterflies at the Brandy Hole Copse site near
Chichester from eggs laid by a migrant seen there on July 14. This
week we have the observation of two of the original female's
offspring mating there on Oct 12 raising the possibility of a resident
colony starting here as has happened with Clouded Yellows at
Bournemouth. Before that claim can be made the offspring of the
current mating must be viable (problems with in-breeding?) and must
survive the coming winter...

Moths

Gatekeeper: One found in good condition at Cissbury Ring
(Worthing) on Oct 12 - the previous last sighting was on Sep 19
Yellow-tail (2030 Euproctis similis): An unexpected second
generation moth was trapped at Mill Hill, Brighton, on Oct 13
Garden Tiger (2057 Arctia caja): A very late specimen was a
surprise in the Portland trap on Oct 15
The Delicate (2195 Mythimna vitellina): One taken in the Rye
area on Oct 11 was another surprise for this time of year
Blair's Shoulder-knot (2240 Lithophane leautieri): One
trapped near Newhaven on Oct 10 was the first I have seen reported
this year
Yellow-line Quaker (2264 Agrochola macilenta): First of the
year at Friston (Eastbourne) on Oct 10 was a normal first for the time
on year

Barred Sallow (2272 Xanthia aurago): One trapped at Portland
on Oct 13 was the second ever at that site
Dusky-lemon Sallow (2275 Xanthia gilvago): Another first at
Friston on Oct 7
Dark Arches (2321 Apamea monoglypha): A late specimen
trapped at Portland on Oct 15
Silver Y (2441 Autographa gamma): Still arriving at Portland on
Oct 10
Moth/Butterfly Larvae: A Pale Tussock caterpillar found in the
Southwick Woods area north of Portsdown on Oct 8 was a surprise
item for a walk party
Other Insects
Common Wasp: A lot of these about at the moment, some around
Ivy flowers but many of them seemingly in need of a drink from
my bird water containers
Hornet: Not as many reports as usual this year but a small crowd of
them were seen on Oct 8 in the Southwick Woods area north of
Portsdown
Ivy Bee (Colletes hederae): This recent invader of southern
England was reported from Gosport on Oct 8
Great Green Bush Cricket: Still 'singing' in the Gosport area on Oct
8
Wood Cricket (Nemobius sylvestris): This species only gets its first mention
for the year on Oct 13 when a chorus of them could be heard in woods north of
Lymington.
PLANTS
My current plant list of species found so far this month stands at 173
species
Welsh Poppy: The bright yellow flowers of one of these plants in a 'twitchel'
path connecting Lymbourn Road to Wade Court Road (where Havant Borough
workers have done their utmost to eliminate all colour and natural life from road
and path sides) was a welcome site on Oct 12
Sea Heath (Frankenia laevis): Brian Fellows found many plants (past
flowering) at the East Head site near West Wittering on Oct 15. I have looked for
this plant in vain around the Black Point area of Hayling where it was reported as
recently as 1995 and did not know it could be found just across the water of
Chichester Harbour. Despite it's name the plant is unrelated to Heathers and is a
member of the Rock Rose family with very similar flowers (but a pleasant pink
colour rather than yellow). I have only heard of this plant at Rye Harbour this
year but on checking the internet I find that, in addition to its east coast

stronghold, there is an isolated colony in north Wales (well worth a look at
http://www.ukwildflowers.com/Web_pages/frankenia_laevis_sea_heath.htm ). I
see that the species can also be found by the Widewater Lagoon at Lancing in
west Sussex.
Dwarf Mallow: I had given up hope of seeing this species this year when I
stumbled on several plants at Prinsted this week (see my diary entry for Oct 12
for pictures)
Least Yellow Sorrel: On Oct 12 I found that the mass of plants in the footpath
crossing Southbrook Road in Langstone had started autumn re-flowering
White Melilot: Brian Fellows added this to the October list when he found
plants flowering at Eastney (Portsmouth) onmOct 13
Strawberry Tree: The big old specimen alongside Slipper Mill Road had started
flowering on Oct 12 and on Oct 17 I found a specimen newly planted in the
roadside flower bed of White Ladies Close (opposite the Wheelwright's Arms pub
in the Emsworth Road of Havant) bearing both flowers and fruit
Moth Mullein: A couple of plants were flowering at Prinsted on Oct 12 at a site
where I saw them last year and near them (at an old farmyard site) were a
couple of plants which I have not yet been able to identify. One of them
is probably one of the Pigweed (Amaranth) species but my best guess at the
other (which may be well clear of the mark!) is that it is Sorghum - a huge
species of grass which is grown in this country as a game crop and in Asia as a
main source of grain. I gather that Sorghum plants can grow to several metres
high and have stems 30 cm across which would fit these plants (which I think are
still young). The leaves of these plants clasp the stem as grass leaves do and
Brian Fellows tells me they have very rough edges (also like some grasses) but
the only other clue is that they are reported at second hand to have blue flowers
(with no descripton of the flower type). My next step will be to go back and see if
the leaves do have the required 'ligules' where they leave the sheath clasping the
stem
Shaggy Soldier (Galinsoga quadriradiata): Masses of this also flowering at
Prinsted on Oct 12 in the market garden plot in fields close to the farmyard with
the Moth Mullen
Chamomile (Chamaemelum nobile): Still flowering at its Purbrook Heath site
(Waterlooville) on Oct 16 - see my Diary entry for that day for pictures
Sea Rush (Juncus maritimus): I have seen a single clump of this in the Sandy
Point nature reserve on Hayling and learn from Brian Fellows this week that a lot
more of it can be seen at East Head, just across the water of Chichester Harbour
entrance.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Weasel: A birder visiting Pagham Harbour on Oct 16 was surprised to see a
Wood Pigeon crashing to the ground from several metres up in a tree

overhanging the Church Norton carpark and even more surprised when he saw
that a Weasel had it by the throat. When they hit the ground the pigeon was still
alive and the Weasel retreated from its flapping wings and potentially stabbing
beak but made repeated darting attacks on it until it was dead. I know that
Weasels are notoriously fearless and inquisitive but this is the first time I have
heard of one climbing so high and bringing down such a large prey item.
Minke Whale: A birding boat trip off the Scillies on Oct 13 encountered not only
one of these Whales but also both Basking and Blue Sharks
Hedgehog: With the first touch of ground frost on my lawn on Oct 18
Hedgehogs will soon be settling down to hibernate. Tony Tupper told me that the
one for which he had provided a winter home (in a hay box inside a chicken
house) was already starting to use it for sleeping by day on Oct 8 and I have not
heard of any others being active since then though John Goodspeed's website
reports that one or two were still active in a Waterlooville garden on nights just
before Oct 8. While on the subject of hibernation I missed the beginning of a
contribution by Chris Packham to this week's AutumnWatch programme but
heard him saying that some hibernating animals regularly awake during the
winter months, partly to defecate and rid their bodies of what could accumulate
into dangerous poision, but also to 'get some sleep' which is necessary to keep
the brain in a healthy state (distinguishing sleep, during which bodily functions
are active, from hibernation when the animal's metabolism closes down)
Snakes: Both Adder and Grass Snake were still active at the Q E Country Park
near Petersfield on Oct 16 when Slow-worms could also still be seen
Angular Crab (Goneplax rhomboides): This was one of several species new
to Cliff Dean when he was involved in a shrimp netting exercise in the sea at Rye
Bay on Oct 11. Another was a Long-legged Spider Crab (Macropodia
rostrata) and among other finds were species he had seen previously like the
Little cuttlefish (Sepiola atlantica)
Fungi: A couple of interesting finds in this week's news are of a Wood
Cauliflower (Sparassis crispa) in Park Wood at Waterlooville on Oct 8 and a
more recent find of what I believe to be Branching Oyster (Pleurotus
cornucopiae) on a dying Rowan tree in a Langstone garden (see pictures of this
in my diary entry for Oct 16). One reason for hesitancy in this identification is
that the spore print of the Oyster Mushrooms is given as lilac coloured
while the staining of the gills shown in the photos is a bright rust colour. I could
not get my specimen of the fungus to yield any spores but I suspect that the
colouration of the gills may come from some other cause in the same way that
the 'black speckles' seen on the top of the cap where actually tiny specks of
dead wood which had dropped from a above as insects which had spent their
larval period within the wood bored their way out as adults (many 'wood worm'
like holes could be seen in the dead wood and the speckles shook of the cap if
you tapped it!)

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 12 - 18 (WEEK 41 OF 2009)
Fri 16 Oct
Fungus and Chamomile
This morning I had a phone call from someone in the new part of Langstone
village asking if I could identify a fungus growing on a Rowan tree in his
garden from the image below which he sent me (I have greatly reduced his
original picture). I am not completely certain of the id but, going for the
commonest species that more or less fits the bill, I believe it to be Pleurotus
cornucopiae. Having seen the photo I went to see the real thing and discovered
that the spots which cover the two caps, and which appeared to be part of the
fungus, were actually bits of dead tree above the cap where the dead wood had
been bored into (or out of) by some insect larvae - the tiny bits of dead wood
from the boring operation had stuck on the cap but were easily dislodged by
tapping the cap.
Later in the afternoon I was driving in the Purbrook Heath area and took the
opportunity to see if the Chamomile plants (the Chamaemelum nobile
species used in Elizabethan England to create 'Chamomile Lawns') were still
surviving there. In past years a walk round the tennis courts and along the steep
bank going down from the club house to the level playing fields discovers lots of
this plant which thrives on regular mowing. Today I only had time to stop at the
west end of the site and photograph the first plant I came to but that should
enable anyone interested in finding this uncommon plant to know where to look
and what to look for (the leaves are very different from the Mayweed which the
flowers resemble, and the aromatic scent from the plant - particularly if handled leaves no doubt as to the species). Believe it or not the plant of which I took a
close up is in the lower centre of the site overview picture!
Thu 15 Oct
Winter Wildfowl at Langstone
A late afternoon cycle ride to Budds Farm and then along the South Moors shore
showed a dramatic change to the wildfowl. On the Budds Farm pools the first
Pochard (a smart male and one or two females) were back and Gadwall had
increased in number to around 20 with the same number of Shoveler and quite
a few Teal and Tufted Duck but very few Mallard and (as far as I could see)
no Coot at all though some Moorhen and a lot of Little Grebe were present.
A Cetti's Warbler was singing while I was there.
The biggest change was on the harbour shore with at least 400 Brent spread
out from the Hermitage stream to the old rail bridge. I think some were still flying
in from the east and all the time small parties were taking off and moving on
west. The most surprising thing was that the majority of the birds were on the
mud quite near the shore despite the presence of a few bait diggers on the same
mud (it seems only a few years ago that we had to wait until December before
they would summon up courage to approach the northern shore of the harbour

or to go anywhere near humans - maybe this year we will see them on the
harbourside fields before the end of October). With the tide low most of the birds
were too far away to look for juveniles without a scope but near the mouth of the
Langbrook stream they were closer to the seawall and I did spot one pair
accompanied by two juveniles.
Also off the Langbrook was a flock of at least 60 Wigeon with perhaps 10
Shelduck scattered among the geese and ducks.
Musk Mallow was still flowering in Southmoor Lane and there were two flowers
on the Butchers Broom in Mill Lane while going up the Billy Trail I found
Honeysuckle and Lesser Water Parsnip sill flowering.
Tue 13 Oct
Flowers around Havant
A tour of the town area found a good showing of wild flowers but only added four
to the number of species seen in October. One was the Apple of Peru plants
which I found in Fourth Avenue at Denvilles in late September (and which now
have many more flowers and less rubbish around them), the second was a single
Sweet Violet flower in St Faith's churchyard, the third was an unexpected plant
of Welsh Poppy growing at the edge of the 'twitchel' path leading from
Lymbourn Road to Wade Court Road and the fourth was the Intermediate
Peiwinkle flowering in the hedge around the Havant Health Centre
Mon 12 Oct
Prinsted Market Garden
Another glorious autumn afternoon saw me heading for Prinsted (east of
Emsworth) where Brian Fellows had recently seen a plant that I have missed so
far this year - Shaggy Soldier. When I got there I was delighted to find not only
that plant and all the other 'weeds' expected in the market garden plot but also
two old friends that I had no expectation of seeing plus a new 'mystery plant'
which it may take me some time to identify.
First new plant for October was seen in the modern part of Langstone - new
autumn re-flowering of Least Yellow Sorrel. Next interest was on the shore
east of Langstone where a couple of Wigeon and six Brent may all have been
new arrivals. Also on this shore were some 40 Bar-tailed Godwit and a definite
increase in Lapwing (up to at least a dozen!).
In Slipper Mill Road at Emsworth the Strawberry Tree had started to flower and
on north Thorney Teazels had fresh flowers after I had spotted my
deliberate mistake in adding Hedgerow Cranesbill to my flower list cycling past the point on the Emsworth Marina seawall where I expected to see
this plant I saw a single flower of the right colour and size apparently attached to
the many plants of the Cranesbill whose leaves were profuse. I sensed
something was wrong so as I re-passed the plants I stopped for a close look and
found that the flower actually belonged to a miniscule plant of Spear Thistle
with its single flower just protruding above the Cranesbill leaves!
Coming up from the Prinsted shore I forked left in the village 'Square' and, where
Prinsted Lane turns north to meet the A259, I went ahead down the unmade
track which soon becomes a field path heading west. Just before the single bar

gate leading into the fields there is an old farmyard on the north side of the track
and my first photos show it and the three good plants to be found there. The
only one of the three that is easily seen in the site photo is the mystery plant of
which several are visible in front of the low wall immediately left of the farmyard
entrance. Not so easily seen (to the left of the mystery plants is a small spike of
whitish flowers which turned out to be Moth Mullein (seen here last year but
not on previous visits this year). The third plant was not seen by me until I was
close to the Mullein, and this is the Dwarf Mallow (Malva neglecta) which has
now become 'extinct' in the only two sites where I have previously seen it (the
Nutbourne Farm Lane orchards and the market garden we are about to enter).
This is a new site for the plant as far as I am concerned. The last photo taken
here is a close up of the mystery plants which look as if they will grow a lot
bigger before they flower - maybe a further visit is needed before I can name
them....
Carrying on through the single bar gate I went the short distance to the
vegetable plot and my first photo shows the view looking back to the gate. Below
it is an example of the Shaggy Soldier (Galinsoga quadriradiata) of which
thousands of plants cover much of the ground here. Below that is another view of
the site followed by pictures of Small Nettle which is easily distinguished from
other Nettle species by it relatively small and compact size, its darker green
shiny leaves, and above all by its much shorter flowers forming tight rings around
the stem. You can get an idea of how abundant it is here from the picture of a
whole row of the plants. Plenty of other 'weeds' grow here but I have singled out
for my last photo one which you cannot miss - a small cluster of Millet plants of
unknown origin (hardly being grown as a crop)
Millet grass growing unintentionally(?) at Prinsted market garden
The only other items of interest today were three Red Admiral butterflies and
one Small White plus a couple more unidentified small fungi in the garden
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Sat 10 Oct
Chinese Mugwort at Broadmarsh
The target of this afternoon's cycle ride to Broadmarsh was to see Chinese
Mugwort, an uncommon alien relative of our Mugwort which, because it comes
from foreign parts, never flowers until October.
First item of interest on the way out was a bush of Dog Rose covered with
fresh flowers - later I found a second bush with more flowers.
At Budds Farm well over 100 Redshank had formed a high tide roost on the
north side of the pools on the stone wall at the west end. There were also more
Gadwall present - at least 10 - but few Shoveler (only two seen). Overhead a
single Swallow circled.
Going down from the west side of Budds Mound to the shore I found restoration
of the steps was wall under way and on the beach I saw Teazel and Black

Horehound in flower. Reaching the Hermitage Stream one adult Swan with
five cygnets was being fed near the slipway (the other parent Swan was still on
the pools).
On the Broadmarsh Mountain the grass had been mown but I was still able to
find three plants of Hairy Vetchling with flowers in an uncut northern bay of the
trees. Heading across the Broadmarsh grassland I passed three Small White
butterflies to add to a single Speckled Wood seen in my garden this
morning.
Hairy Vetchling at its only Hampshire site on the Broadmarsh 'mountain'
At the junction of the shore path heading west over Broadmarsh and the cycle
way running below the A27 I found my Chinese Mugwort - not a spectacular
plant as the pictures below will show, and you have to know where to look to
spot it at all, but it is another year tick for me and good proof that some interest
can be found in unlikely places!
Would you spot the Chinese Mugwort in the centre of this picture?
After taking the photos I went on as far as the eastern entrance to Farlington
Marshes and then returned along the cycle way, keeping my eye open for
flowering plants and spotting Common Centaury, Yellow-wort, Blue
Fleabane and one sad plant of Perforate St John's Wort. I also passed a
good show of Cockspur Grass in the roadside of the sliproad going west from
the Harts Farm Way / A27 roundabout. Perhaps the best addition to my October
flower list was seen in my own garden this morning where a plant of Common
Fumitory growing as a flowerbed weed had just opened its first flower.
One other incident of interest today occurred when I came in from the garden
only to discover that three passengers had cadged a lift on my hair - as I sat
down in a chair out of the strong sunlight three tiny creatures flew from me to
the inside of the window from which I collected them in a glass mug to return
them to the garden. All three were Harlequin Ladybirds and I am sure my
house is not the only one currently being targeted by all species of Ladybird as
a good place in which to hibernate for the winter. Usually I see them at this time
of year on the outside of the windows, searching for tiny cracks whereby to enter
the house - this is the first time that I know of that they have learnt to use a
human as a Trojan Horse on which to ride through the defences into the haven
of the house
Thu 8 Oct
Around Havant Thicket
A walk around the Gipsies Plain and the southern part of Havant Thicket in this
afternoon's glorious sunshine showed me that two families of Stonechat are
back there for the winter and gave me the sound of a Bullfinch's call for the
first time in months. I also noticed a real start to the autumn fungus season
and added a good half dozen flowering plants to my October list.
Starting with the open grassland of the Gipsies Plain I could hear quite a few
Meadow Pipits and see around 100 of the Rowlands Castle Rooks
mingling with Jackdaws before I came on the first Stonechats (I saw one
juvenile with another that I only glimpsed in flight and could not tell its sex or

age). These were seen in the 'orchid ditch' path which connects the east west
track across the plain to the path entering Hammonds Land Coppice and today
this cross path gave me Devils Bit Scabious, Dwarf and Common Gorse,
Lesser Spearwort, a single open flower on Field Rose, one plant of Wild
Angelica and several of Betony still in flower. I also had one Common Darter
here.
Back on the main east west track I was surprised by a dozen plants of
Centaury in flower, and in the grassland west of the trees of the Long Avenue I
found both Common Mouse-ear and Lesser Stitchwort in flower. Along the
sunny west side of the Avenue a Southern Hawker dragonfly was patrolling
and out in the grassland (so I was told by a country park ranger leading a bicycle
tour of the park) a Roe Buck had just been seen (but it did not stay to see me
after it had seen a line of a dozen bicycles passing through its domain!). Nearby a
male and female Stonechat were in the rough grass
In the south of Havant Thicket I added Cross-leaved Heath and Ling Heather
to my flower list along with Tormentil. Also seen under the trees was a massive
troop of perhaps 50 dinner plate sized Fleecy Milkcap fungi to show that the
autumn has really started. Earlier I had seen a small collection of Fairy Ring
toadstools, a couple of clusters of Sulphur Tuft and a small set of tiny brown
conical capped fungi that might have been a Mycena species.
Mon 5 Oct
Caucasian Stonecrop - new to my plant list
Wandering round Havant and noting the plants in flower I could not name a
reddish flowered Stonecrop, seen in the Eastern Road cemetery, which has
recently started to flower on a few old graves in both Warblington and Havant
cemeteries. Later in the day I searched for the name of the plant and soon found
it in several books as Caucasian Stonecrop or Sedum spurium which Stace
says can be found scattered thoughout Britain except for the north of Scotland
and which is very persistent when it escapes from the gardens where it has been
planted. In Fitter, Fitter and Blamey the flowers are illustrated but the text tells
us that the plant is mat forming and its leaves often cover the ground for long
periods without flowering. In both the local cemeteries where I have found it the
plants are found on older graves (the plants seen today had covered much of
three adjacent graves with dates of 1900, 1901 and 1963).
The pictures below show the site where the plants were found with one typical
grave covered with a mat of creeping stems and leaves, which is how the plant is
normally seen and which does not attract attention, plus a couple of examples of
the occasional flowers now to be seen.
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BIRDS

Red-throated Diver: Two in the Lymington/Milford area on Oct 6 and the single
Black-throated was still in Southampton Water on Oct 5. By Oct 8 Spurn Point
had 22 of them heading south while one was still off the Bournemouth area.
Black-throated Diver: One still in Southampton Water on Oct 5 and reports of
them in Weymouth Bay and Reculver in north Kent on Oct 7
Great Northern Diver: Other than one in Devon on Sep 7 the first in southern
waters this autumn were seen on Oct 7 off Milford (west of Lymington) and
Dungeness in Kent
Diver species: One unidentified diver flew over the RSPB HQ in Bedfordshire on
Oct 9
Black-necked Grebe: Two were still in Langstone Harbour on Oct 4 with one
still in Southampton Water on Oct 10 and the first two back in the Studland Bay
area of Dorset on Oct 4
Sooty Shearwater: On Oct 6 ten were seen off Portland with five off
Dungeness and even one seen well from Sandy Point on Hayling
Leach's Petrel: One reported off Bournemouth on Oct 9 (and two off the Scillies
on Oct 4)
Shag: 25 seen off Milford/Lymington on Oct 7 was the highest Hampshire count
of the year though these were probably passage birds like the 14 moving east
past Hayling on Sep 20
Cattle Egret: Two are now based on the Lymington Marshes and both were
seen on the evening of Oct 5 going to roost in the Normandy area with more
than 50 Little Egrets. Both were still there on Oct 10
Glossy Ibis: The five at Dungeness were last reported on Oct 4 and the single
bird at Paxton Pits on the Beds/Cambs border was still there on Oct 9
Sacred Ibis: One of these reported in Holland on Oct 9 (presumably a wild bird
and not an escape)
Spoonbill: The number in Poole Harbour was up to 11 on Oct 10
Bewick's Swan: The first report I have seen this autumn is of 3 in Holland on
Oct 9
Whooper Swan: One was in Cornwall on Oct 6 and 7 and maybe the same bird
was at Abbotsbury in Dorset on Oct 8
Canada Goose: On Oct 5 there were thought to be a total of 670 at Titchfield
Haven
Brent Goose: The first big flock of 400 seen in Chichester Harbour on Oct 4 was
matched with another 150 seen in Langstone Harbour that day but both flocks
have probably moved on. After writing this in mid-week I saw that Jason Crook

had recorded a total of 222 in Langstone Harbour on Oct 3. On Oct 7 Titchfield
Haven had 19 but on Oct 8 the Pointe du Hoc in Normandy recorded 3584 going
west on the French coast. On Oct 9 Rye Harbour had 205 and on Oct 10 there
were 15 on the Lymington Marshes and another 300 off the Normandy coast of
France
Pale-bellied Brent: A few of these regularly get mixed up with the Dark-bellied
birds and seem to stay with them for the rest of their lives. This was borne out
this week with two separate reports of single Pale birds arriving back with flocks
of Dark (on Oct 7 one Pale was with 19 Dark at Titchfield Haven area and on Oct
6 one Pale was with 10 Dark in the Pegwell Bay area of East Kent - I suppose this
might be the same bird in both cases). I wonder why I have never come across
reports of Dark birds joining Pale flocks?
Wigeon: On Oct 10 a total of 450 were seen in the north of Langstone Harbour
by Jason Crook looking from Budds Mound
Pintail: A total of 53 were in Langstone Harbour on Oct 4
Garganey: The long staying bird was still at Sinah Lake (Hayling) from Sep 11 to
Oct 10 - and another late bird was at Marazion in Cornwall from Oct 1 to 4
Tufted Duck: There were between 750 and 800 on the Paxton Pits (Beds/Cambs
border) on Oct 5 and 7 - by far the biggest number of the autumn so far
Velvet Scoter: Two seen at Dungeness on Oct 3 were the first I have heard of
in southern England this autumn (one seen on the north French coast on Oct 8
may be one of these)
Red-breasted Merganser: On Oct 7 two were seen off the Lymington shore
and on Oct 9 three were seen at Dungeness and several were off the Climping
shore east of Worthing
Goosander: Two in Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8 may well be birds breeding
further up stream this summer
Ruddy Duck: Two reports this week suggest that more are now arriving in
southern waters (though they may have been here un-noticed through the
summer). One was at Bembridge (IoW) on Oct 5 and eight were at the Blashford
Lakes on Oct 6 (where the previous high counts reported for this year were 5 in
January and 3 on Sep 14)
Hen Harrier: A ringtail had been seen in the New Forest on Sep 12 and another
was there on Oct 5 (with a further ringtail coming in over Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 7). On Oct 10 a male was seen in the north west of the Forest
Sparrowhawk: On Oct 9 a Belgian site reported 38 migrants passing over (with
30 reported from a Dutch site that day)
Buzzard: Also on Oct 9 two Belgian sites reported 124 and 116 Buzzards passing
over.

Osprey: Singles seen on Oct 9 and 10 over the Low Countries
Red-footed Falcon: One also reported from Holland on Oct 10
Hobby: Many of these may have left us already but there were still two in the
Poole Harbour area on Oct 6 plus singles at Dungeness on Oct 5 and Blashford
Lakes on Oct 4. Three were seen at Blashford on Oct 8 when another was in the
Hastings area. Four went over a Belgian site on Oct 9. Last year the last I know
of was at Rye Harbour on Oct 14.
Pheasant: An 'all white' female attacted attention on Oct 4 in fields near the
West Stoke carpark for Kingley Vale near Chichester
Avocet: The total on Poole Harbour for the winter was up to 915 on Oct 8
Lesser Golden Plover: This seems to be a name for Pluvialis dominica which
is nowadays generally called American Golden Plover. It was used to report
sightings of a single bird seen among a flock of normal Golden Plover in the
Thanet area of Kent on Oct 1 and 5 - the distinguishing feature noticed was the
dark underwing of the 'different' bird. In the 'MacMillan Guide to Bird
Identification' Keith Vinicombe says that the underwing coverts and axillaries are
grey (silvery grey on Golden Plover) and so look darker in flight but when seen
on the ground the American stands out more from a flock of Golden by being
distinctly smaller and slighter and catches the eye as being different when
actively feeding (though difficult to separate when at rest). Keith says the main
thing to look for when on the ground is the length of the primaries which extend
beyond the tail by 1 cm (normal Golden wings exend only just beyond the tail).
This is the third bird I know of for this year after one in Norfolk on July 22 and
one in the Scillies on Sep 20
Lapwing: Still no large numbers in southern England but that may soon change
as on Oct 10 three sites in the Low Countries reported 295, 313 and 1005
respectively passing over
Knot: 27 were in the Farlington Marshes lake area at high tide on Oct 4
Pectoral Sandpiper: Still at Lymington marshes on Oct 10
Curlew Sandpiper: On Oct 4 there were singles at Farlington Marshes,
Lymington and Newtown Harbour on the IoW. Latest report is of one in
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 9
Purple Sandpiper: Two more have been seen in the Scillies on Oct 3 but so far
none have been seen nearer to Hampshire than Selsey Bill (where two were seen
on Sep 6)
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: A young bird has been at Paxton Pits in
Bedfordshire from Oct 4 to 6
Jack Snipe: One was at Arundel Wildfowl Trust reserve on Oct 6 and one was at
the Farlington Marshes Lake on Oct 8

Long-billed Dowitcher: Those twitchers who have not yet gone to the Scillies
(where one of these was on Tresco up to Oct 7) will be heading for the Blashford
Lakes at Ringwood where one turned up on Oct 11
Black-tailed Godwit: A count of 760 by Jason Crook at Farlington Marshes on
Oct 4 was more than double the 300 peak count there so far this autumn (though
not the 1215 in Poole Harbour on Oct 1). On Oct 10 a flock of 300 was in the
Bosham area of Chichester Harbour, a significant increase on the flock of 212
seen in the Chichester Channel on Sep 19
Whimbrel: A total of six were seen by the party which Barry Collins led round
Thorney Island on Oct 4 - the date is getting late for passage birds and Thorney
usually has at least two Whimbrel wintering around it, making me wonder if all
six will stay this winter. 20 Greenshank were seen around Thorney by the same
party
Redshank: A high tide roost of around 150 birds were in the Budds Farm Pools
at Havant on Oct 10
Long-tailed Skua: Great, Arctic and Pomarine Skuas have all been seen at
several places in the past few days but only two Long-tailed were reported one at Milford on sea (west of Lymington) on Oct 6. The other was also seen on
Oct 6 at Start Point in Devon where there were 27 Arctic and 81 Great Skuas. Still
on Oct 6 Portland reported 55 Great Skuas.
Sabine's Gull: One seen in north Kent on Oct 7
Ring-billed Gull: Still none at Gosport but on Oct 11 two stopped to bathe at
the Blashford Lakes before flying off west
Terns: Sandwich, Common and Arctic Terns have all been seen up to Oct 6
but numbers are now small. Having written that in mid-week there was a surge
bring 50 Sandwich to Dungeness on Oct 9 and 700 to the Normandy coast of
France on Oct 10. 13 Common Terns were off Titchfield Haven on Oct 6 and 2
were seen at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8. 10 Arctic Terns were at
Christchurch on Oct 7 and 5 there on Oct 8
Auks: One Guillemot was seen from Milford on sea on both Oct 5 and 6 and a
single Razorbill was off Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 6. On Oct 7 Christchurch
Harbour had 4 Razorbills
Stock Dove: First signs of autumn movement with 38 roosting at Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 8 and 54 passing over a Dutch site on Oct 9
Wood Pigeon: No big numbers in southern England so far but on Oct 9 one
Dutch site had 1595 going over and another had 1746
Turtle Dove: Last year the last of the year was at Portland on Sep 27 - this year
there were still two at Portland on Oct 10 with one at Christchurch Harbour that
day.

Barn Owl: One reported at Portland on Oct 10 but I am not sure if it was
coming, going or resident
Wryneck: A late bird at the Lizard in Cornwall on Oct 5 - last year there was one
at Farlington Marshes until Oct 13
Woodlark: I thought these had by now all moved from their inland breeding
sites to winter near the coast or in market gardens but on Oct 8 Brian Fellows
heard at least one singing over fields near West Marden (north of the source of
the River Ems) where breeding numbers have been increasing in recent years.
This report elicited news from Sussex that one had been heard singing on Sep 21
and that song was heard throughout October last year. A large increase in
reports of birds on the move includes one on south Hayling before setting out
over Langstone Harbour on Oct 8. Oct 9 brought a report of 55 passing over one
Dutch site
Skylark: By Oct 8 Dungeness had 44 and Christchurch Harbour had 73 passing
over while Oct 9 brought a report of 806 over one Dutch site and 313 over
another. On Oct 10 Durlston had 68 over and Lodmoor (Weymouth) had 52
Swallow: Numbers have dramatically decreased in the past week or so but
Dungeness was still able to record 280 on Oct 6. Numbers then shot up again on
Oct 8 and 9 with a peak of 4300 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 9
House Martin: Durlston was still able to report 2000 overhead on Oct 9 when
Barton on Sea had an estimated 1700
Meadow Pipit: One Dutch site reported 25,000 passing over on Oct 5
Yellow Wagtail: Five reports this week - the latest being 2 over Hastings on Oct
10
Pied Wagtail: Singles heard over my garden this week suggest that winter birds
have settled in here in the Havant area and this is confirmed by a first report of a
flock of 170 on playing fields near the M27 and Southampton airport in the
Eastleigh area on Oct 7 (also that day Christchurch Harbour reported a total of
1100 Alba wagtails passing over)
Robin: An influx of Robins with 40+ at Dungeness on Oct 4 and more than 43
at an Andover site on Oct 5. On Oct 9 Dungeness had 50
Black Redstart: Durlston reported the first of the autumn there on Oct 5 and by
Oct 10 singles had been seen at Haywards Heath, St Catherine's Point (IoW), and
Portland
Ring Ouzel: 15 reports this week include 7 birds in the Hastings area on Oct 10
with 3 in the New Forest and 2 in Andover that day
Blackbird: 26 more in from the continent in the Thanet area of Kent on Oct 6

Fieldfare: Nine reports this week including 20 birds in Yorkshire on Oct 9 and 4
at Cissbury Ring in Sussex on Oct 10
Song Thrush: More than 50 arrived at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 4 and 40
were in the New Forest on Oct 9. By Oct 10 one Dutch site reported 700 passing
and another had 418
Redwing: Late news of an early arrival on Sep 22 at Longwood Warren below
Cheesefoot Head east of Winchester (not quite the first to arrive this autumn that honour went to Spurn Point in Yorkshire with 5 there on Sep 15). Latest
news is of 83 in Bedfordshire on Oct 10 when 5 went over Ashdown Forest, 2
were seen near Beachy Head with another 2 at Christchurch Harbour and at least
5 going over Havant in the late evening. In Yorkshire 661 went over Bradford on
Oct 9 and a Belgian site had 168 on Oct 10
Mistle Thrush: 15 reports this week was a real surprise to me - especially one
report of more than 30 together in the New Forest on Oct 10 when 12 were at
Cissbury Ring near Worthing
Zitting Cisticola: One still reported in north Kent on Oct 5
Blackcap: Still good numbers - on Oct 5 there were 83 in total at three sites and
Durlston still had 30 on Oct 7
Yellow-browed Warbler: There seem to be three different birds in Cornwall
and the Scillies this week plus one whose calls surprised a birder in his own
garden in Hove (Brighton) on Oct 2. On Oct 8 one was at Birling Gap on Beachy
Head. On Oct 9 there were 2 on Portland and on Oct 10 one at Christchurch
Harbour was the first of the autumn there
Chiffchaff: Still plentiful with 120 at Durlston on Oct 5 and around 50 there on
Oct 7
Willow Warbler: Three sites reported singles this week - the last was one
singing in Thanet on Oct 5
Firecrest: Reported from seven sites between Oct 4 and 7 with a max of 25+ at
Dungeness on Oct 9
Spotted Flycatcher: A late bird at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8
Pied Flycatcher: One in the Scillies on Oct 7
Bearded Tit: On Oct 4 Jason Crook saw 17 at Farlington Marshes with some of
them on the mud at the base of the reeds suggesting they were eating fallen
seeds (though they could have been picking up tiny pieces of grit which birds
need in their gizzards to grind up whatever food they take in) and Jason tells us
that Bearded Tits live on a diet of invertebrate food during the summer and it is
only in the winter that they feed on reed seeds (giving us a much better chance
to see them as they come to the top of the reed stems).

Red-backed Shrike: The juvenile which appeared at Newtown Harbour (IoW)
on Oct 2 was still there on Oct 4. Another was near Swanage in Dorset on Oct 8
Woodchat Shrike: One remains near Lands End up to Oct 7
Jackdaw: 70 flew over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 9 and a Dutch site reported
2668 over on that day
Starling: A flock of more than 2000 seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Oct 6
was the largest that I know off since an estimated 3000 came to roost in the
reeds at the Dungeness RSPB site on July 22. Since then a Dutch site has
reported 8000 passing on Oct 10
House Sparrow: On Oct 10 I noticed a large number chattering away hidden in
bushes in a Havant garden (something I have not heard for some time) and on
that day a French site reported 130 passing through
Chaffinch: Several reports of thousands moving on the continent with a peak of
8954 over a Dutch site on Oct 9
Brambling: Four at Dungeness on Oct 9 and three at Durlston on Oct 10
Greenfinch: Numbers of this species remain low but Christchurch Harbour
reported 660 passing on Oct 9
Linnet: Christchurch Harbour had 4300 over on Oct 9
Lesser Redpoll: Christchurch Harbour had 86 over on Oct 9
Crossbill: Counts of 26 at Sandwich Bay and 24 at Reculver near the North
Foreland on Oct 7 may have been the same flock arriving from the continent. 23
flew over Stubbington south of Fareham on Oct 9 but there was a surprising
count of 234 going over Ballard Down near Swanage on Oct 7
Lapland Bunting: A flock of six were on the shore at Pegwell Bay in Kent on
Oct 5 while singles were at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 5 and at Durlston on Oct
7
Little Bunting: One at Portland on Oct 8
Reed Bunting: Numbers on passage have now taken off with a peak of 135
over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 9
Latest reports of departing summer visitors
Turtle Dove 3 on Oct 10
Wryneck 1 on Oct 5
Woodlark 1 on Oct 9
Sand Martin 2 on Oct 7
Swallow 4300 on Oct 9

House Martin 'hundreds' on Oct 7
Tree Pipit 2 on Oct 10
Meadow Pipit 3800 on Oct 7
Yellow Wagtail 1 on Oct 5
Common Redstart 2 on Oct 5
Whinchat 2 on Oct 10
Wheatear 25 on Oct 8
Ring Ouzel 7 on Oct 10
Grasshopper Warbler 1 on Oct 10
Sedge Warbler 1 on Oct 10
Reed Warbler 3 on Oct 5 and 2 on Oct 10
Lesser Whitethroat 1 on Oct 6
Common Whitethroat 2 on Oct 8
Garden Warbler 1 on Oct 4
Blackcap 50 on Oct 5 and 40 on Oct 8
Chiffchaff 120 on Oct 5 and 70 on Oct 8 on Oct 7
Willow Warbler 1 on Oct 5
Spotted Flycatcher 1 on Oct 8
Pied Flycatcher 1 on Oct 7
Peak numbers of passerines currently on passage in England
Woodlark 2 on Oct 8
Skylark 73 on Oct 8
Rock Pipit 5 on Oct 8
Grey Wagtail 4 on Oct 10
Pied Wagtail 172 on Oct 7
Robin 50 at Dungeness on Oct 9
Stonechat 5 o Oct 9
Blackbird 26 on Oct 6
Fieldfare 20 on Oct 9

Song Thrush 50+ on Oct 4
Redwing 83 on Oct 10
Mistle Thrush 30+ on Oct 10
Yellow-browed Warbler 2 on Oct 10
Goldcrest 16 on Oct 10
Firecrest 25+ on Oct 9
Chaffinch 560 on Oct 9
Brambling 4 on Oct 9
Greenfinch 660 on Oct 9
Goldfinch 2200 on Oct 7
Siskin 378 on Oct 7
Linnet 4300 on Oct 9
Lesser Redpoll 86 on Oct 9
Crossbill 234 on Oct 7
Reed Bunting 125 at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 9
INSECTS
Dragonflies
One Common Darter and one Southern Hawker seen in Havant Thicket on
Oct 8 when quite a few Migrant Hawkers and Common Darters were seen in
the Hook/Warsash area
Butterflies
14 species reported in the current news
Clouded Yellow: 80 still in the Birling Gap area of Beachy Head on Oct 4
and at least 16 were in the Barton on Sea area on Oct 10 with the latest
report being ov 2 at Durlston on Oct 11
Brimstone: A fresh male was a surprise on Portland on Oct 10
Large White: An estimate of 100 at Bexhill near Hastings on Oct 3 with
more than 20 Small White
Queen of Spain Fritillary: One female was in the Brandy Hole Copse
area just north west of Chichester on July 14 and must have laid eggs there
on Field Pansies in a field bordering the copse. These become caterpillars
which fed on the Pansies and recently emerged as butterflies in mid
September. At least one of them was caught and eaten by a spider but six

survived until after Oct 4. On Oct 10 Neil Hulme led a party of 25
enthusiasts from Sussex to see the two remaining butterflies. Neil says
there are currently strong populations of this butterfly along the Normandy
coast of France and that is where the original migrant female came from. I
think this is the first record of breeding in Britain - the UK butterflies
website says that although some of the rare immigrants have been seen
egglaying no offspring have been found in mainland Britain
Moths
Cochylis hybridella (0965): First mention of this species from Thanet in
Kent on Oct 5 (Acccording to UK Moths this pretty chalkland species flies in
July and August while Hants Moths shows records from June to September)
Pandemis cinnamomeana (0971): First at Portland on Oct 4 surprising at Portland as this is an uncommon woodland species at the end
of its flight period in October
Cypress Carpet (1771 Thera cupressata): First report from Durlston
on Oct 10
Beautiful Gothic (2226 Leucochlaena oditis): First report of this rarity
is from Durlston on Oct 10
Merveille du jour (2247 Dichonia aprilina): First record for this year is
of 2 at an unidentified site in Sussex on Oct 8
Sombre Brocade (2248b = Dryobotodes tenebrosa): This moth was
new to Britain in 2006 when it was found on Guernsey and since then it has
only been seen on the mainland at Durlston where one was found this year
on Oct 10
Red-line Quaker (2263 Agrochola lota): First report of this autumn
species is from Rye Harbour on Oct 10
Moth/Butterfly Larvae: On Oct 8 a full grown Convolvulus Hawk
caterpillar was found at Dungeness
Other Insects
Crane Flies: Thousands seen in the Seaford are on Oct 7
Sturmia Bella: This parasitic fly which is thought to be the main cause of
the diminishing numbers of Small Tortoiseshell butterflies was first found in
Britain in 1998 and gets a mention now after Hampshire Butterfly
Conservation noted that one of three Peacock pupae found near Fareham
had beed killed by the fly's larva when the other butterflies emerged on Oct
3
Hornet: One worker on its 'death leave' was found in the cafe at Durlston
country park on Oct 10

Great Silver Water Beetle: A late specimen was in a moth trap at Rye
Harbour on Oct 10
PLANTS
Common Fumitory: One plant had started re-flowering in my Havant garden on
Oct 10
Pale Flax: Durlston reported a plant still in flower on Oct 9
Indian/Himalayan Balsam: Still flowering in damp ditches in the Chidham
Village area east of Emsworth where it was seen by Brian Fellows on Oct 6
Hairy Vetchling: Three plants still flowering on Oct 10 in a part of the
Broadmarsh 'mountain' here in Havant where the grass had not been mown
Field Rose: One bush with two fresh flowers seen on Oct 8 on the Gipsies Plain
west of Rowlands Castle
Dog Rose: Two plants seen with fresh flowers in the Havant area on Oct 10
Caucasian stonecrop (Sedum spurium): This is normally a garden species
but when it escapes or is left untended it is very persistent. This week I found
several fresh flowers on plants in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery and this
persuaded me to find out the name of this plants whose dense mats of non
flowering stems and leaves I have seen in both the Havant and Warblington
cemeteries on long untended graves - see my picture with my diary entry for Oct
5
Chinese Mugwort: This inconspicuous alien never flowers until Oct and I found
several plants in flower at Broadmarsh n Havant on Oct 10 - see Diary entry for
photos
Several other plants get a mention in my diary entry for Oct 8 and bring the
total of plants seen flowering in October to around 152
OTHER WILDLIFEE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: More than 20 off the Scillies on Oct 5
Minke Whale: A boat trip around the Scillies came on 2 Minke Whales and
some 30 Common Dolphins on Oct 3
Hedgehog: It's now time for these to be thinking about hibernating and here in
Havant Tony Tupper has provided a small box stuffed with hay for the young
Hedgehog that has been coming to feed in his garden for some time. The box
has been put in a chicken house and so should be secure from frost and snow
and the Hedgehog has already started to explore it.

Chinese Mitten Crab: On Oct 1 a dog walker in a field close the River Rother
near Rye was confronted with a Crab waving its enlarged claw menacingly at
both man and dog. The Crab was said to be a Japanese Mitten Crab but Barry
Yates (warden of Rye Harbour reserve) suggested on the RX website that it was
more likely to be the Chinese species which had had a mention on the RX
website in March 2008 when a dead crab washed up on the Camber Sands had
been identified as that species. What was written about it on that occasion
caused me to write the following in my Summary ...
"This is an unwelcome ship-borne alien invader from the Far East which arrived in
the Thames estuary (where it is now well established) as long ago as 1935 and
has been spreading around the east coast - the dead one was the first to be
found in Rye Bay and may have been washed there after it died, but live ones are
probably not far behind. The name 'Mitten Crab' comes from the tufts of hairs
that grow between the joints of the crab's limbs giving the appearance of a crab
wearing gloves. The reasons for this species being unwelcome include the fact
that it is able to flourish and multiply in our waters, but are mainly based on its
habit of tunnelling into the banks of streams, causing the banks to
collapse, and on its willingness to enter buildings (including inhabited
houses). It probably also has an adverse effect on longer established species
here."
A Google search today added a couple of pieces of information about the species
- firstly that it reached Europe as early as 1912 when it was found in Germany,
and secondly that the species normally lives in fresh water (and thus is likely
to move up the River Rother or any other river) but has to return to the sea
when they reach five years old and need to breed. Wikipaedia goes on to
tell us .. "This species is very invasive and has been spread to North America and
Europe, raising concerns that it competes with local species, and its burrowing
nature damages embankments and clogs drainage systems. The crabs can make
significant inland migrations. It was reported in the London Evening
Standard in 1995 that the residents of Greenwich, UK, saw the Chinese
mitten crabs coming out of the River Thames and moving towards the
High Street, and other reports indicate that the crabs have been known to
take up residence in swimming pools. In some places the crabs have
been found hundreds of miles from the sea."
The suggestion that this was a Japanese Mitten Crab may have come from
someone who had come on that species in a restaurant as both species are
regarded as delicacies by gourmets and may be found in restaurants in this
country but I am not aware that living Japanese Mitten Crabs can be found in
British waters. The thought of eating either species should carry with it the
warning that these crabs are good at collecting such poisons as Cadmium
and Mercury which they can tolerate but which might not be good for humans
(though the British Natural History Museum has this year issued advice that crabs
caught in the Thames are safe to eat)

If you want to see the most menacing photo of this 'nasty alien invader' try
http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/ecology/aliens-of-the-deep-invadebritain/548
Common Jellyfish: On Oct 7 the Beaulieu River was full of small Jelly Fish
which the reporter described as being 'Common Moon Jellyfish' making me
wonder if it was a different species to Aurelia aurita which I have listed as
Common Jellyfish but I now find that they are the same
Fungi: My first significant find of the autumn came in Havant Thicket on Oct 8
with a troop of around 50 'dinner plate sized' Fleecy Milkcaps as well as two
clumps of Sulphur Tuft. On the same day Brian Fellows found several Shaggy
Inkcaps (some of them already going over) near Watergate House north of
Walderton in the Ems valley - nearby he found some fresh and colourful
'Turkeytail' (Trametes versicolor)
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 5 - 11 (WEEK 40 OF 2009)
Sat 10 Oct
Chinese Mugwort at Broadmarsh
The target of this afternoon's cycle ride to Broadmarsh was to see Chinese
Mugwort, an uncommon alien relative of our Mugwort which, because it comes
from foreign parts, never flowers until October.
First item of interest on the way out was a bush of Dog Rose covered with
fresh flowers - later I found a second bush with more flowers.
At Budds Farm well over 100 Redshank had formed a high tide roost on the
north side of the pools on the stone wall at the west end. There were also more
Gadwall present - at least 10 - but few Shoveler (only two seen). Overhead a
single Swallow circled.
Going down from the west side of Budds Mound to the shore I found restoration
of the steps was wall under way and on the beach I saw Teazel and Black
Horehound in flower. Reaching the Hermitage Stream one adult Swan with
five cygnets was being fed near the slipway (the other parent Swan was still on
the pools).
On the Broadmarsh Mountain the grass had been mown but I was still able to
find three plants of Hairy Vetchling with flowers in an uncut northern bay of the
trees. Heading across the Broadmarsh grassland I passed three Small White
butterflies to add to a single Speckled Wood seen in my garden this
morning.
At the junction of the shore path heading west over Broadmarsh and the cycle
way running below the A27 I found my Chinese Mugwort - not a spectacular
plant as the pictures below will show, and you have to know where to look to
spot it at all, but it is another year tick for me and good proof that some interest
can be found in unlikely places!

After taking the photos I went on as far as the eastern entrance to Farlington
Marshes and then returned along the cycle way, keeping my eye open for
flowering plants and spotting Common Centaury, Yellow-wort, Blue
Fleabane and one sad plant of Perforate St John's Wort. I also passed a
good show of Cockspur Grass in the roadside of the sliproad going west from
the Harts Farm Way / A27 roundabout. Perhaps the best addition to my October
flower list was seen in my own garden this morning where a plant of Common
Fumitory growing as a flowerbed weed had just opened its first flower.
One other incident of interest today occurred when I came in from the garden
only to discover that three passengers had cadged a lift on my hair - as I sat
down in a chair out of the strong sunlight three tiny creatures flew from me to
the inside of the window from which I collected them in a glass mug to return
them to the garden. All three were Harlequin Ladybirds and I am sure my
house is not the only one currently being targeted by all species of Ladybird as
a good place in which to hibernate for the winter. Usually I see them at this time
of year on the outside of the windows, searching for tiny cracks whereby to enter
the house - this is the first time that I know of that they have learnt to use a
human as a Trojan Horse on which to ride through the defences into the haven
of the house
Thu 8 Oct
Around Havant Thicket
A walk around the Gipsies Plain and the southern part of Havant Thicket in this
afternoon's glorious sunshine showed me that two families of Stonechat are
back there for the winter and gave me the sound of a Bullfinch's call for the
first time in months. I also noticed a real start to the autumn fungus season
and added a good half dozen flowering plants to my October list.
Starting with the open grassland of the Gipsies Plain I could hear quite a few
Meadow Pipits and see around 100 of the Rowlands Castle Rooks
mingling with Jackdaws before I came on the first Stonechats (I saw one
juvenile with another that I only glimpsed in flight and could not tell its sex or
age). These were seen in the 'orchid ditch' path which connects the east west
track across the plain to the path entering Hammonds Land Coppice and today
this cross path gave me Devils Bit Scabious, Dwarf and Common Gorse,
Lesser Spearwort, a single open flower on Field Rose, one plant of Wild
Angelica and several of Betony still in flower. I also had one Common Darter
here.
Back on the main east west track I was surprised by a dozen plants of
Centaury in flower, and in the grassland west of the trees of the Long Avenue I
found both Common Mouse-ear and Lesser Stitchwort in flower. Along the
sunny west side of the Avenue a Southern Hawker dragonfly was patrolling
and out in the grassland (so I was told by a country park ranger leading a bicycle
tour of the park) a Roe Buck had just been seen (but it did not stay to see me
after it had seen a line of a dozen bicycles passing through its domain!). Nearby a
male and female Stonechat were in the rough grass
In the south of Havant Thicket I added Cross-leaved Heath and Ling Heather
to my flower list along with Tormentil. Also seen under the trees was a massive

troop of perhaps 50 dinner plate sized Fleecy Milkcap fungi to show that the
autumn has really started. Earlier I had seen a small collection of Fairy Ring
toadstools, a couple of clusters of Sulphur Tuft and a small set of tiny brown
conical capped fungi that might have been a Mycena species.
Mon 5 Oct
Caucasian Stonecrop - new to my plant list
Wandering round Havant and noting the plants in flower I could not name a
reddish flowered Stonecrop, seen in the Eastern Road cemetery, which has
recently started to flower on a few old graves in both Warblington and Havant
cemeteries. Later in the day I searched for the name of the plant and soon found
it in several books as Caucasian Stonecrop or Sedum spurium which Stace
says can be found scattered thoughout Britain except for the north of Scotland
and which is very persistent when it escapes from the gardens where it has been
planted. In Fitter, Fitter and Blamey the flowers are illustrated but the text tells
us that the plant is mat forming and its leaves often cover the ground for long
periods without flowering. In both the local cemeteries where I have found it the
plants are found on older graves (the plants seen today had covered much of
three adjacent graves with dates of 1900, 1901 and 1963).
The pictures below show the site where the plants were found with one typical
grave covered with a mat of creeping stems and leaves, which is how the plant is
normally seen and which does not attract attention, plus a couple of examples of
the occasional flowers now to be seen.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 28 - OCT 4 (WEEK 39 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Divers: Both Red-throated and Black-throated seen off the Hampshire coast
- a summer plumaged Red-throated was off Barton on sea (west of Lymington)
on Sep 26, 27 and 30, and a winter pumaged Black-throated was in
Southampton Water (around the mouth of the Itchen), seen on Sep 24 and 29
below the docks and then on Sep 30 further north off Mayflower Park. Across the
Channel there was a count of 49 Red-throated on Oct 2
Slavonian Grebe: Other than the single bird which spent the summer in the Exe
estuary in Devon (last reported there on Sep 28) the first of the winter was a
single passing Spurn Point in Yorkshire on Oct 2
Black-necked Grebe: The two birds in Langstone Harbour where seen again on
Sep 30 and the one in Southampton Water which appeared there on Sep 26 has
been seen again up to Oct 1. Another of these birds was still at Tresco in the
Scillies on Oct 1 and on Oct 3 a Dutch site reported the presence of two birds
Sooty Shearwater: One was off Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3 after one had
been seen on the Brittany coast on Oct 2 (when Spurn Point reported three of
them.

Leach's Petrel: Three seen off the French coast near Calais on Oct 1
Cormorant: A night roost in trees around Alresford Pond had 28 birds on the
evening of Sep 29
Night Heron: A Hampshire birder holidaying in Spain last week had seven
juveniles visible from his hotel balcony and maybe one has followed him back but
turned up, not in Hampshire, but on the Scillies on Sep 26
Cattle Egret: The single bird on the Lymington Marshes was still there on Sep
30 but on Oct 1 it was briefly joined by a second bird there.
Little Egret: Following the count of 120+ flying in to spend the night in the
Langstone Pond trees on Sep 24 Barry Collins has seen 174 going into trees near
the Little Deeps on Thorney Island on the night of Sep 29 so it would seem that
both these established night roosts are still in business this autumn
Great White Egret: On Sep 29 one flew south out to sea from Abbotsbury in
Dorset and the Blashford Lakes bird has been seen again on Sep 30 and Oct 1
Glossy Ibis: A flock of five has been at the Dungeness RSPB reserve from Sep
23 to Oct 1 at least but the one at the Pagham Harbour North Walls (which was
first seen on Sep 22) has not been reported since Sep 27 (and on the Sep 28 one
turned up in the Cuckmere Valley near Beachy Head). Another bird was in the
Lizard area of Cornwall on Sep 26 and since then one has been at Paxton Pits on
the Cambridge/Bedfordshire border from Oct 1 to 3 at least. I have also just
picked up news of one at the Arundel WWT reserve on Sep 21 (probably this was
the one which flew on to Pagham Harbour that day)
Spoonbill: The Poole Harbour group increased from 6 to 9 birds seen at
Brownsea Island on Oct 1
Whooper Swan: The first to arrive this winter were five seen at Carnoustie in
Scotland on Sep 26 and this report has been followed by one of 11 birds at
Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire on Oct 1 before they flew off in the direction of the
nearby Grafham Water
Brent Goose: After writing the summary which follows I see that Trevor
Carpenter saw 400 Brent in the Emsworth Channel (off Gutner Point) on this
morning's (Oct 4) high tide. ... There seems to have been a pause in their
passage at the beginning of this week (the only news was of 10 seen on the
Solent off Ryde (IoW) on Sep 29) but on Oct 1 things got moving again with 163
passing the Calais area of France and 110 at Seasalter on the north coast of Kent
with smaller number seen on the east coast of Kent and 5 appearing at
Christchurch Harbour. On Oct 2 'a few' were in Langstone Harbour and the 5 at
Christchurch had increased to 7 while 10 wre reported from the Normandy coast.
On Oct 3 at least 24 were on the Sussex coast near Worthing and some had
come into the Solent (8 at the mouth of the River Hamble, 4 on the shore at
Calshot, and 5 at Lymington with reports of 15 from the French coast and at least
23 in Holland. Although up to 300 could be seen in the Solent harbours by this

time last year the main arrival (with counts of 1000+) did not start until mid
October.
Egyptian Goose: An estimate of 177 in the Eversley area on the Hants/Berks
border on Oct 1 reminds me that English Nature have recently added this bird to
the list of pest species which landowners are allowed to cull on their own land
without any special licence (though they need what is known as a General
Licence to ensure that only authorised people carry out any culls). Also on the list
of species they can kill are Canada Goose, Monk and Ring-necked Parakeets - to
find out more about this change in the rules go to
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/about_us/news/2009/300909.aspx
Wigeon: On Sep 27 there were 208 in Christchurch Harbour and on Sep 29
Jason Crook saw 350 in Langstone Harbour (where he has seen up to 25 Pintail
'recently'). On Sep 30 Jason was on what he calls Southmoor Hill (the old covered
rubbish tip overlooking Budds Farm which I have always called Budds Mound but
which Havant Borough call Johnson's Mound in memory of the Council Officer in
charge of it when it was a tip) from which he could seen 450 Wigeon and 10
Pintail, plus two Black Necked Grebe and two Mergansers
Gadwall: Three were still on Budds Farn pools on Oct 1 and 20 at Titchfield
Haven on Oct 3 but the highest count is of 46 on Alresford Pond near Winchester
on Sep 29 (there were also 46 at the Arundel WWT reserve on Sep 21)
Garganey: The eclipse drake was still on Sinah Lake (Hayling) on Oct 3, four
weeks after it arrived. It can usually be seen from the public grassland on the
north side of the lake but I suspect you have to be there early in the morning or
late in the evening to find it active.
Red-crested Pochard: One was seen on the Sussex Ouse north of Lewes on
Sep 27
Pochard: A party of eight flew east over Christchurch Harbour on Sep 27 and
were later seen off Barton on Sea still heading east towards the Solent. On Oct 1
one was in Newtown Harbour on the IoW and on Oct 3 ten were seen on Sowley
Pond east of Lymington
Ring-necked Duck: A single drake appeared in Christchurch Harbour on Sep 29
and is believed to be the first 'genuine' example of the species for the Harbour
(the only other example ever seen there was a bird of suspect origin based in the
mouth of the River Stour but occasionally drifting into the harbour at some time
in the past)
Smew: First to be reported anywhere this winter was in Holland on Oct 3
Red-breasted Merganser: Two were in the north of Langstone Harbour seen
from Budds Mound on Sep 30 and 7 were reported from a Dutch site on Oct 3
Marsh Harrier: On Oct 2 Dungeness had 5 while singles were seen at Blashford
Lakes, Titchfield Haven and Farlington Marshes

Buzzard: Of local interest when I was in the Warblington cemetery extension on
Oct 2 I saw two Buzzards rapidly circling low over the nearby cress beds and was
puzzled as to what they were doing until one of them lowered its talons, showing
its animosity towards the other which it soon drove off. Neither of the birds paid
any attention to a Crow which was trying to harass them. Presumably one of the
local breeding pair was driving an intruder from its territory.
Merlin: This week seems to have bought a mini-invasion of Merlin with new
birds at six coastal sites between Sep 26 and 29. Further sighting on Sep 29 and
Oct 1 showed this invasion to be ongoing and on Oct 2 an inexperienced young
male which was disturbing the small birds (without success) in the fields west of
Selsey Bill was driven from the site by a large female.
Quail: Yet another bird apparently pausing on our south coast before crossing
the Channel - one seen in the Hastings Country Park on Sep 27. Oct 1 brought
another sighting of one at Abbotsbury in Dorset
Avocet: On Oct 1 a count of 853 at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour was a
significant increase on the 741 there on Sep 23
Dotterel: One in Cornwall on Sep 26 is the seventh I have seen reported in
southern England this autumn
Golden Plover: A new wave of arrivals brought 75 to the mouth of the River
Hamble on Sep 30 and 160 to the mouth of Chichester Harbour (seen from West
Witteing) on Oct 1 with 18 in Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Oct 2
Lapwing: Although there was an early report of 175 at The Vine National Trust
site near Basingstoke on Aug 13 these birds seem reluctant to show up on the
Hampshire coast this autumn - 65 birds at Lymington on Sep 30 is the highest
count I have seen so far from a coastal site (although there was one report of 30
in the Brownwich area near Titchfield Haven on Sep 5). Last year Rye Harbour
had 1000 by Sep 12 and in 2007 there were a dozen on the Langstone shore by
Aug 11.
Knot: These are only occasional visitors to the Langstone area with half a dozen
seen there if you are lucky, and a count of 20 at Farlington Marshes on Sep 12
was the highest anywhere in Hampshire so far this autumn so I rather suspect
that a report of 50 seen off the Langstone Village shore on Sep 29 may have
been a case of mistaken identity....
Sanderling: A report of 150 seen from the Ryde esplanade (IoW) on Sep 29 is
the first count I have seen exceeding 100 this autumn. There were around 130
still there on Oct 3
Pectoral Sandpiper: One was in the small pool marked by the presence of a
large Herts County Council metal bin on the landward side of the Hayling Coastal
Path not far south of the Oysterbeds from Sep 25 to 27 (followed by an
unconfirmed report of it off Langstone village on Sep 29) and another has been

on the Lymington marshes from Sep 24 to Oct 1 at least. Elsewhere one has
been in the Cornwall/Scillies area from Aug 14 to Oct 1 at least
Purple Sandpiper: The seventh report for this autumn (after the first at
Portland on Aug 25) comes from the Scillies on Sep 30 when a group of five were
seen together
Ruff: One has been at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) from Oct 1 to 4
Black-tailed Godwit: Currently the largest collection of these is in Poole
Harbour (1215 birds seen from Brownsea Island on Oct 1) followed by some 300
in Langstone Harbour (roosting at the Farlington Marshes Lake during the high
tide of Sep 30). The Hook area near the mouth of the R Hamble had 177 on Sep
29 and the Fishbourne Channel in Chichester Harbour had 117 on Sep 29.
Bar-tailed Godwit: Although I could not be certain of their identity I had
distant views from Langstone Bridge on Sep 29 of what looked like some 200
Bar-tails in the area between Northney and Pook Lane on the Warblington shore.
This would be the first large flock in either Langstone or Chichester Harbours this
autumn - they did not stay there after that day.
Green Sandpiper: Of local interest Barry Collins saw a couple of these near the
Thorney Little Deeps Egret roost on Sep 29
Skuas: 5 Poms were on the French coast near Calais on Oct 1 and 26 Arctics
were off Brittany on Oct 2 (with 2 seen at Portland on Oct 3). Bonxies are
currently the most numerous with 29 near Calais on Oct 1 and 28 off Brittany on
Oct 2
Little Gull: The odd singles seen along the south coast recently could soon
increase as on Oct 2 Spurn Point in Yorkshire had 363 head south
Ring-billed Gull: A single bird has been reported around the Cornish coast on
four dates between Aug 29 and Oct 1. The first in Hampshire was 'probable' seen
on Sep 30 at the Badminston Pits in the New Forest area near Southampton
Water. Last year the regular Gosport bird arrived there on Oct 12
Common Gull: No great numbers of these along the coast yet but John Clark
saw 105 at Alresford Pond near Winchester on the evening of Sep 29 - they were
flying south east, possibly to roost in Langstone Harbour overnight. As Common
Gulls seem to prefer to spend their days on inland fields at this time of year I
suspect they will have flown back there early next morning. On Oct 3 the first
substantial number seen on the coast were 58 at Lepe (mouth of Souhampton
Water
Lesser Blackback Gull: The highest count so far this autumn was 3061 at the
Eversley pits on the Hants/Berks border (Thames valley) on Oct 1
Iceland Gull: A second winter bird seen in the Cornish coast at Marazion on Sep
26 was the first I have seen reported in southern England since late May

Terns: Most of our summer birds seem to have departed but a juvenile Whitewinged Black Tern at Black Point (Hayling Island) on Sep 29 was an exciting
sight. I have only two other reports of this species in England this year (2
juveniles in Bembridge Harbour on the IoW on Aug 24 and one at Farmoor
Reservoir in Oxfordshire on Sep 3) plus a couple of sightings in the Low Countries
on May 23 and Aug 21. The latest reports of our regular species are of 7
Sandwich Tern at Christchurch on Oct 3, 1 Common Tern (also Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 3), and one Arctic Tern at at Sandy Point (Hayling) on Oct 2
Black Guillemot: The first reported anywhere south of Scotland is one at Cap
Gris-nez on Oct 3
Wood Pigeon: Last autumn the first report of Wood Pigeons on the move came
from the Warsash area where an estimated 1000 were at Chilling on Sep 21, and
what was probably the start of the arrival of continental birds came on Oct 6
when more than 1700 went past the South Foreland in Kent. This year there was
an isolated report of more than 500 on the move near Alton back on July 20 but
what may be the first sign of the main autumn movement came on Sep 28 with a
count of 852 passing over the Smestow Valley south of Wolverhampton in the
West Midlands
Little Owl: I have long been aware that drowning is one of the major causes of
death in Barn Owls (in dry areas they get into field water-troughs to bathe, their
feathers get water-logged and they cannot get out unless the farmer has put a
plank of wood into the end of the tank so that birds can scramble up out of the
water) but I had not heard of this happening to a Little Owl until I saw a report
dated Oct 3 on the SOS website of one dying from this cause on the Downs
above the Cuckmere valley. There were also two coastal reports of Little
Owls (both on Sep 29) on the Lymington shore and near Thorney Island Little
Deeps - these recalled past memories of Little Owls seen near The Point of
Farlington Marshes and of being told by Dave Billet (then warden at
Farlington) that young birds dispersing at this time of year and ending up in
strange places (when confronted by the water of Langstone Harbour the birds did
not know how to proceed and would stay near the seawall for some time).
Short-eared Owl: One at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 27 was by no means the
first of the autumn - that was at Portland on Aug 31
Wryneck: Four birds in the current news. One near Lands End from Sep 25 to
29, one at West Bexington in Dorset on Sep 27, one at Durlston from Sep 27 to
Oc t, and one on Hayling Island near the old rail bridge on Sep 28
Wood Lark: First report of a sighting on the coast is of four birds at Durlston on
Sep 28
Richard's Pipit: There were probably two in Cornwall on Sep 26 when another
was seen on Jersey. On Sep 27 one was on the Scillies, another on the Isle of
Wight (West High Down) and maybe the same bird across the water at Barton on
Sea

Grey Wagtail: Two at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Oct 1 may well stay there
for the winter
Blackbird: First report of continental arrivals was of 18 flying north over
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 28 followed by 10 at Hastings on Oct 1 and 10 at
Jersey on Oct 2 plus 5 at Farlington Marshes on Oct 3
Song Thrush: At least 28 reports of migrants in this weeks news - mostly on the
near continent (with a peak of 276 over a Dutch site on Oct 3) but also reports
from Durlston, Portland, Christchurch Harbour, Hastings, Dungeness (65 on Oct
2), Sandwich Bay and Romsey
Redwing: These have now been seen at nine British sites - 5 at Spurn Point in
Yorkshire on Sep 15, 1 at Weir Wood in north Sussex on Sep 23, 1 at Smestow
Valley south of Wolverhampton in the west Midlands on Sep 28 plus 3 over
Durlston that day. Most recent have been at Spurn Point (56 on Oct 2) with 105
over a Dutch site on Oct 3
Mistle Thrush: A few of these are now being picked up as migrants with 3 at
Sandwich on Sep 2 and twos at Climping, Hastings and Spurn Point
Melodious Warbler: One still at Lands End on Sep 25, 26 and 29
Barred Warbler: One on the Scillies on Sep 28
Yellow-browed Warbler: One at Sandwich Bay on Sep 26 and 28, one at
Penzance in Cornwall on Sep 25 and one in the Scillies on Sep 27 (with another
on a different island on Sep 30)
Firecrest: Quite a few seem to have come in from the continent recently - 10
sightings this week include 2 at Fishbourne near Chichester on Sep 29 (maybe
from the pair which seem to have bred there this year) and one in a Forestside
garden (northern edge of Stansted Forest) on Sep 30 followed by 3 at Dungeness
on Oct 1 then one on Old Winchester Hill (Meon Valley) on Oct 2 and Durlston on
Oct 3
Golden Oriole: A Dutch site reported 31 passing through on Oct 3
Brown Shrike: One of these (or possibly an Isabelline) was at the Lizard in
Cornwall on Sep 27
Red-backed Shrike: One in the Thanet area of Kent on Sep 26 (probably one
of the two that have been in that area since Sep 18). Also a juvenile at Newtown
Harbour (IoW) on Oct 2
Steppe Grey Shrike: The bird reported in last weeks news when it appeared on
St Martins in the Scillies on Sep 25 was still there on Sep 26
Woodchat Shrike: The bird first seen at Nanquidno near Lands End on Sep 21
was still there on Oct 1

Jay: Four in the Hastings area on Sep 27 and one at Dungeness on Sep 28 and
29 may have been precursors of arrivals from the continent
Jackdaw: A night roost at the Paxton Pits north of Bedford brought more than
3000 Jackdaws there on Oct 2 along with 1000+ Rooks
Hooded Crow: One flew south past Spurn Point on Oct 2
Serin: One at Portland on Sep 28 and one at Durlston on Sep 30
Common Rosefinch: One in the Scillies on Sep 27
Ortolan Bunting: One still on the Scillies on Sep 27
Rustic Bunting: A 'probable' at Land's End on Sep 26
Little Bunting: Possibly 2 in the Scillies on Oct 1
Maximum counts/latest sightings of migrants:
Turtle Dove 3 at Portland on Oct 1
Wryneck 1 at each of four sites between Sep 25 and Oct 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker 4 at Sandwich Bay on Sep 27
Wood Lark 4 at Durlston on Sep 28
Skylark 52 at Spurn Point on Oct 2
Sand Martin 1 at Spurn Point on Oct 2
Swallow 2000 at Beachy Head on Sep 30 (and 105000 over Jersey in the Channel
Isles on Sep 28)
House Martin 5000 at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 28 and 3000 at Beachy Head
on Sep 30
Tree Pipit 2 at Cissbury Ring (near Worthing) on Oct 2
Meadow Pipit 510 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 2 when 640 passed over
Jersey
Rock Pipit 14 at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 2 (these are now arriving at winter
sites around the coast)
Yellow Wagtail 6 at Climping (Worthing) on Sep 27 and still 2 at Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 2
Grey Wagtail 8 at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 27 and 3 at Sandwich Bay on Oct
2
Pied Wagtail 305 over Durlston on Sep 30 and 130 there on Oct 4
Dunnock 8 in the Hastings area on Sep 27 were regarded as migrants

Robin 29 in the Hastings area on Sep 27 were regarded as migrants
Common Redstart 1 at Dungeness on Oct 2
Whinchat 2 at Rye Harbour on Sep 29 and 1 at Portland on Oct 1
Stonechat 11 at Portland on Oct 1 and 11 at Sandwich Bay on Oct 2
Wheatear 14 at Portland on Oct 1
Ring Ouzel 1 over Durlston on Sep 29 and 1 at Dungeness on Oct 2
Blackbird 18 north over Christchurch Harbour on Sep 28.
Song Thrush 65 over Dungeness on Oct 2
Redwing 3 over Durlston on Sep 28 and 56 at Spurn Point on Oct 2
Mistle Thrush max 3 over Sandwich Bay on Sep 28
Grasshopper Warbler singles at Portland and Pagham Harbour on Sep 29 with
one at Portland on Oct 1
Sedge Warbler 1 at Portland on Sep 28
Reed Warbler singles at Spurn Point, Dungeness and Christchurch Harbour all on
Oct 2
Lesser Whitethroat 2 at Portland on Oct 1
Common Whitethroat 1 at Beachy Head on Sep 30
Garden Warbler 1 at Beachy Head on Sep 30 and one at Spurn Point on Oct 2
Blackcap 500 at Beachy Head on Sep 30 and 20 at Farlington Marshes on Oct 3
Chiffchaff 100 at Portland on Sep 28 and 78 at Dungeness on Oct 1
Willow Warbler just 1 near Chichester on Sep 29
Goldcrest several at Barton on sea on Sep 27 and 17 at Christchurch Harbour on
Sep 30
Firecrest 3 at Dungeness on Oct 1
Spotted Flycatcher 1 at Portland on Sep 29
Pied Flycatcher 1 late bird at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 2
Red-breasted Flycatcher 1 on the Scillies from Sep 24 to Oct 1
Tree Sparrow 25 at Dungeness on Oct 1
Chaffinch 220 over Durlston on Sep 28 and 305 over a Dutch site on Oct 3
Brambling 1 at Dungeness on Sep 20 and 27 at a Dutch site on Oct 3

Greenfinch 75 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 2 with 127 at a Dutch site on
Oct 3
Goldfinch 1265 passing Sandwich Bay on Oct 2 when 230 went over Chrsitchurch
Harbour
Siskin 19 reports this week with a peak of 165 over Durlston on Oct 4
Linnet 17 reports this weekd with a peak of 492 at Durlston on Sep 30
Lesser Redpoll just two reports so far with 19 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 2
Lapland Bunting 1 at Sandwich Bay on Sep 27
Snow Bunting 4 which arrived at Sandwich Bay on Sep 24 were down to 1 on Oct
2 when Spurn Point reported 5 heading south
Reed Bunting 87 at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 2
Corn Bunting 44 at Rye Harbour on Sep 29
Escapees: A Chiloe Wigeon on the Drayton pit lake to the east of Chichester
on Sep 29
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Southern Hawker: Seen at Gosport on Sep 26 and at Broxhead
Common in east Hampshire on Sep 27
Migrant Hawker: At Gosport on Sep 26 and Rye Harbour on Sep 29
Black Darter: Several at Broxhead Common on Sep 27 when 2
more were seen at Black Down near Haslemere
Ruddy Darter: Reported at Rye Harbour on Sep 29
Common Darter: 11 in the Gosport area on Sep 26 and others at
Broxhead Common on Sep 27 and Rye Harbour on Sep 29. Two were
flying in Warblington churchyard here in Havant on Oct 2
Butterflies
18 species reported this week
Clouded Yellow: Many still being seen along the south coast,
mainly as a result of adults emerging (and then dispersing) from eggs
laid here by earlier arrivals. A least 100 were estimated to be in the
East Guldeford area near Rye on Sep 29 but smaller numbers were
seen along the coast as far west as Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight.
More than 300 were seen on Beachy Head on Oct 1 and some were
flying at Durlston on Oct 4

Adonis Blue: Still being reported at Durlston on Oct 4
Holly Blue: One seen near Andover on Sep 26 was only the second I
have seen reported in September
Moths

Wall Brown: One still to be seen at Durlston on Oct 4
Six-spot Burnet: A fresh insect seen at Beachy Head on Oct 1 was
a surprise find
Nephopterix angustella (1465): First I know of for this year at
Portland on Sep 27
Convolvulus Hawkmoth (1972 Agrius convolvuli): Another
trapped at Durlston on Sep 29, the fifteenth I know of this year along
the south coast
Oak Rustic (224A Dryobota labecula): First report comes from
Durlston on Sep 29

Other Insects
Crane Flies: Durlston reports many now emerging on Sep 29
Long-winged Conehead: A late female seen at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Oct 1
Sickle-bearing Bush Cricket (Phaneroptera falcata): A female
at Dungeness on Sep 26 (photo on the Dungeness website) was the
first ever at that site or anywhere in Kent. The species seems to have
flown across the Channel under its own steam to set up a colony at
Hastings Country Park where both adults and nyphs were found for
the first time in Britain as recently as August 2006
PLANTS
96 species recorded in flower so far in October against 259 in
September
Yellow Horned Poppy: Several of these still flowering on the south Hayling
shore on Sep 29
Narrow-leaved Pepperwort: One plant still flowering by the Langstone
Roundabout at Havant on Oct 1
Early Dog Violet (V. reichenbachiana): Despite the prevailing drought several
of these had started to flower in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery on Sep 28

Sweet Violet: Rosemary Webb tells me that soem of these are in flower in
south Hayling
Common Gorse: Although Brian Fellows had seen the first bush re-flowering in
Emsworth on Sep 4 and I had seen a few flowers on Sep 8 my first sight of
substantial flowering was on bushes beside the Hayling Coastal Path on Sep 29 none could be seen on the huge areas of Gorse on Sinah Common that day and I
think the reason the bushes by the coastal path are usually the first each autumn
is that they are regularly cut back and respond to the 'threat of imminent death'
by bringing forward their arrangements to secure survival by generating new
seeds as soon as possible.
Restharrow: Still flowering in the Eastney (Portsmouth) shore on Sep 30
Ribbed and White Melilot: Both flowering at Eastney on Sep 30
Lucerne: Also flowering at Eastney on Sep 30
Ice Plant (Sedum spectabile): Garden escapes are now flowering in several
places
Stone Parsley: Nearly every plant of this is now totally dead but I still found
one in flower on Oct 1
Burnet Saxifrage: Several plants flowering on Oct 3 in the grass of St Faith's
churchyard in Havant where I do not recall seeing it before
Fine leaved water dropwort (Oenanthe aquatica): This is probably extinct
in Hampshire so it is good to hear that it is thriving in dtiches in ditches of the
marshes to the east of Rye in East Sussex and Kent
Cock's Eggs (Salpichroa origanifolia): This was at the peak of its flowering
at the Sinah Common site along the west side of the last house garden south of
the Staunton Avenue when I was there on Sep 29
Tomato: These turn up in odd places but I was surprised to see one with both
flowers and fruit beside the Billy Trail in Langstone on Oct 1
Pale Toadflax: This still had a few flowers on plants half submerged in the
gorse bushes west of the public lavatories (north of the Inn on the Beach on
Sinah Common) where it maintains its slender foothold on Hayling Island
Round-leaved Fluellen: Still managing to flower in Warblington cemetery on
Oct 2
OTHER WILDLIFEE

Slow Worm: A couple of reports this week (from Durlston and Brighton) may
indicate that these reptiles are becoming more visible as they enjoy the late
summer sun before hibernating (which normally starts in October)
Porbeagle aka Mackerel Shark (Lamna nasus): On Oct 10 the Durlston
website reported that several of these had been seen off the Dorset coast and
had probably followed the shoals of Mackerel. Porbeagle also feed on Squid
and shoals of these wre said to have been reported off Portland recently
Fungi: The first Common Earthball was seen in the Hollybank Woods at
Emsworth on Sep 29. This fungus seems to enjoy dry ground and so may enjoy
the current conditions which do not suit most fungi. Also seen on Oct 2 this
week, on a dead tree stump beside the main road into Emsworth from Havant,
was the first showing of Honey Fungus. Here I must own up to an error in
reporting the rare Tooth Fungus Creolophus cirrhatus (and a couple of
other species) in last week's notes - I said they were found in Stansted Forest but
in fact the Havant Wildlife Group which found them on Sep 19 did so in
Hammonds Land Coppice, part of the Staunton Country Park immediately south
of the Gipsies Plain grassland which is south of Havant Thicket. I had been told
the correct location but mentally changed it to Stansted Forest when trying to
recall details of two previous finds of this Tooth Fungus which had been in
Stansted (those two finds were on different logs not far from each other in The
Sling area of the Forest close to Rowlands Castle - both the logs were removed
shortly after the finds so it is all the more interesting to know that this rarity is
still to be found in the Havant area)

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 28 - OCT 4 (WEEK 39 OF 2009)
Thu 1 Oct
A good start to the month
A walk to the Langstone South Moors this afternoon gave me a list of 82
flowering plants to start the new month despite the very dry ground. None of the
plants were new or particularly surprising but the variety is very pleasing. A few
that I would pick out were Red Campion joining the White Campion by the
Langbrook stream, Narrow-leaved Pepperwort still showing yellow anthers on
its flowers by the busy Langstone roundabout, and fresh flowering Honeysuckle
beside the Billy Trail on the way home. The most interesting find for me did not
go on the list as it was apparently past flowering but its dead flowers showed
evidence of having put out petals fairly recently - this was the Sea Wormwood
which I pass every time I walk the South Moors seawall and which always seems
to be nearly ready to flower all through the summer but never opening any of its
flower buds - what I saw today showed that it had flowered when I was not there
to see it!

I had expected to see Devils Bit Scabious on the South Moors orchid field but
this whole area had been recently mown (which is good news for maintaining the
variety of plants to be seen there next year) and I did add Marsh Ragwort,
Greater Birds Foot Trefoil, Lesser Spearwort and Tufted Forget-me-not
in the uncut vegetation along the course of the central stream.
Perhaps the most exciting find came when I was in this area and put up a bird
from the thick cover. Unfortunately the bird got up on the far side of trees and
bushes and I only had a momentary glimpse as it flew past a gap in the cover but
what I saw was a Partridge sized bird with whirring wings and a stubby rounded
tail which I feel sure was a grown up version of one of the 'Quail' which both I
(and later Brian Fellows) had seen here on Aug 22. After lengthy consideration
and dispute I concluded that those tiny birds had been baby Pheasants but
today's sighting had the stubby rounded tail of a Partridge (Pheasants should
have grown at least the beginnings of long tails after six weeks more growth,
assuming today's bird was one of the 'Quail') so I will be keeping my eyes open
for Partridge next time I go there, though the birds may well have moved away
now the meadow plants which gave them such good cover has been mown.
Budds Farm Pools had little on them today (three Gadwall, half a dozen
Shoveler and a couple of Tufted Duck and Teal among the few Coot and the
greater number of Mallard and Little Grebe with just one adult Swan) but
when on the seawall I saw the Langstone pair of Swans with all six of their
cygnets and another single Swan with three cygnets (maybe from the
pools?). A dozen Great Crested Grebe were also on the water while on the
shore were two Brent (almost certainly summering birds).
Also seen today were a couple each of Speckled Wood and Small White
butterflies with one Red Admiral
Tue 29 Sep
A winter vistor to my garden
Out in my garden on what may be the last of the current glorious mornings I was
listening to Robin, Coal Tit and Chiffchaff singing when a Thrush swept
overhead from the east, seemingly liked what it saw, and made a high speed
U-turn to come down in the trees along the Billy Trail out of my sight. I had no
real chance to see any features of the bird but its size, shape, and brown colour
told me it was almost certainly a Song Thrush while its speed suggested it was
on a long distance journey coming from the east and on this slender evidence I
convinced myself this was a winter visitor newly arrived from the continent almost certainly not the first as the significant increase in Robin numbers
recently tells me that they too have come from the continent.
Going back indoors to start my daily sweep of the internet for wildlife news I not
only found evidence of the build up of exciting vagrants in the west country
(Woodchat Shrike and a possible Brown or Isabelline Shrike in Cornwall in
addition to the rarer Steppe Shrike in the Scillies - where there is also a Longbilled Dowitcher - plus a possible Rustic Bunting at Lands End and the
'commoner' Melodious Warbler and Richards' Pipit) but I happened to have

a look at one website which I do not visit very regularly as it does not have an
ongoing diary of current news but which does have some excellent photos
(escpecially of Hoverflies) - its well worth having a look at
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/debbie.allan1/s1gals.html and clicking the pictures
to visit Debbie Allan's galleries (in each of which clicking any of the pictures does
not just enlarge that thumbnail but takes you to a page having several photos of
the selected species)
Bar-tailed Godwits at Langstone and Gorse re-flowering on Hayling
This afternoon I cycled to south Hayling and while crossing Langstone Bridge on
my way south I noticed a flock of around 200 Bar-tailed Godwit resting on the
edge of the mud-bank/saltings off Northney marina. At that time the only other
birds in sight were a few Egrets in the water and a lone Buzzard soaring in
themals over the Northney village area of Hayling, but when I came back a
couple of hours later, with the tide starting to rise, the Godwits were spread out
over the mud off Pook Lane with other wader species (Dunlin and Redshank
plus at least one Lapwing) giving the first show of a winter wader crowd on this
mud.
Back on the outward journey there was very little to see in the way of birds but I
did get my first substantial sight of flowering Gorse in the Coastal Path hedge as
I passed the big open West Lane fields (I think it flowers here on bushes which
have been cut back before the uncut bushes elsewhere open their flowers). While
on the Coastal Path I disturbed a couple of Speckled Wood and one Red
Admiral but, despite todays warm sunshine, I did not see any other butterflies,
not even Whites.
In the Sinah Common area the ground was as dry as a desert but I did notice
three flowering plants of Yellow Poppy and a few of Pale Toadflax as well as
one or two of Sea Radish, Wild Radish and Vipers Bugloss. As I was leaving
the common to start back up Staunton Avenue I passed a very good display of
Cock's Eggs plants in full flower. (While writing this I had a phone call during
which I heard that some Sweet Violets are now re-flowering on south Hayling).
My final note was of dead and dying Rabbits along the Coastal Path - two
corpses and one half-alive specimen which had probably lost its sight and other
senses and which forced me to jam on my brakes when it tried to commit suicide
under the wheels of my bike (not sure if this is the traditional Myxomatosis or
the more recent Viral Haemmorhhagic Disease which the internet tells me
was discovered in China in 1984, then spread to Europe. It arrived in the UK in
1992 in southern England, and has since spread to Scotland and Northern
Ireland.)
Mon 28 Sep
Some very early Violets
Walking round the Havant Eastern Road cemetery today I was surprised to find
several flowers open on the Early Dog Violets which make a great show
here around March each year. I have quite often found some flowering in the
autumn, but not in such dry conditions as we have at present.
Elsewhere in the cemetery Burnet Saxifrage and Field Scabious have regrown after recent mowing and both were flowering in small numbers, while up

the road both Weasel's Snout and Common Ramping Fumitory still had
flowers (Common Fumitory is freshly growing in my garden and may soon
flower).
In the rail station carpark Hops still have male flowers cascading over a wooden
fence and quite a few flowering plants of Perennial Wall-Rocket are flowering,
as is a lot of Oxford Ragwort.
Passing St Faith's Church Hall on my way home the anxious calls of Goldfinch
alerted me to the presence of a young (small and brown backed) Sparrowhawk
which flew low past me at high speed before gaining height and perching on the
roof ridge of a house in Fairfield Terrace - still unfed, it was there for only a few
seconds before it leapt back into the air and plunged off in chase of some
potential prey it had spotted from this high perch.
SUMMARY FOR SEP 21 - 27 (WEEK 38 OF 2009)
Highlights
All three Diver species have now been seen back in southern waters along with
the first Black-necked Grebes in Langstone Harbour (plus one in Southampton
Water where they are not normally found). Here in Havant 120 Little Egrets
were seen to roost at Langstone Pond while Fishbourne Channel of
Chichester Harbour had an amorous Black Swan still feeling the antipodean
urge to breed in what is the southern spring. Pagham Harbour has had one of the
Glossy Ibis birds currently invading England. Also returning for the winter are
Shelduck (and one flock of Fieldfare) as Poole Harbour reports the presence of
741 of the 1000+ Avocet that are likely to winter there. Rarities in the news
include Little Bunting and Yellow-breasted Bunting, American Golden
Plover, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, possible
Greenish and Radde's Warblers, and the 'mega rarity' of a Steppe Shrike.
Species now leaving the continent to arrive in Britain include Robins,
Chaffinches, Song Thrushes and at least one Brambling in Kent (which has
also seen the first four Snow Buntings of the winter). Another sign of winter is
the first report of Whooper Swans.
Butterfly species which emerge at this time of year normally go straight into
hibernation, not mating until next spring, but this autumn some have decided to
breed now and untimely broods of Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock
caterpillars are being found in Sussex. The week has brought a huge new
emergence of Clouded Yellows in Sussex and reminded us of the absence of
late Holly Blues
Plant news includes a find of Apple of Peru in the Denvilles area of Havant not
far from where I discovered a small flowering tree which I did not recognize and
which has now been added to my knowledge under the name of Harlequin
Glorybower (an imported garden species - not wild)
The most significant local news is the discovery of a rare fungus in Stansted
Forest, outdoing the sad news of the death of the apparently healthy

Northern Bottlenose Whale at Bournemouth after the whale seemingly got
caught in underwater fishing tackle ropes and drowned. Another obituary is of
300 Eels stranded in dried up pools at Pett Level on the shore of Rye Bay although Eels can breathe air when out of water it seems that the increasing lack
of oxygen in the water in which they were trapped acted as carbon monoxide
does on humans, killing them without giving warning
BIRDS
Diver species: On Sep 22 a group of six divers were seen swimming west off
Worthing in a choppy sea - the limited view of them available suggested they
were all Great Northern Divers
Red-throated Diver: A summer plumaged bird seen off Barton on Sea near
Lymington on Sep 26
Black-throated Diver: One heading up Southampton Water on Sep 24
Black-necked Grebe: Two were seen off the west coast of Hayling Island
(south of the Oysterbeds) on Sep 20 and still there on Sep 26 - these are the first
I know of back in Langstone Harbour since February. Also on Sep 26 one was
seen in Southampton Water
Black-browed Albatross: A sub-adult bird was seen from a boat two miles
south of St Mary's in the Scillies on Sep 21 - this is possibly the same bird that
was seen off Devon and Cornwall in late July and so may be a long-term vistor to
our latitude
Shag: A group of 14 spent a little time on the sea off the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on Sep 20 before flying east
Little Egret: At least 120 flew into the Langstone Pond trees to roost on the
evening of Sep 24
Great White Egret: The Blashford Lakes bird which seemingly returned there
on Sep 14 is now being seen more regularly (reports for Sep 23, 24, 25 and 26)
Glossy Ibis: The invasion of southern England by this species, which started
with a single bird in north east Kent on Sep 15 but got going in earnest on Sep
19 (when I believe three separate groups, each of six birds, were seen (one in
Devon and Dorset heading east, another seen at Lymington at a time when the
Dorset birds could not have been there, and the third in East Anglia), continued
this week. On Sep 21 three were at Sandwich Bay and one in Pagham Harbour
(this latter seen again up to Sep 26 at least at the Breech Pool behind the North
Walls). Also on Sep 21 a mystery bird high over allotments in Portsmouth could
have been this species. On Sep 22 two flew west over Rye Harbour and may
have turned into the group of three seen that day at the Dungeness RSPB
reserve where a group of five flew in on Sep 24.

Spoonbill: A group of five were in Poole Harbour last week and had become six
this week, seen on Sep 23 and 26. One which flew in to Titchfield Haven on Sep
20 but has not been seen there since.
Whooper Swan: The first for this winter were five at Canoustie in Angus,
Scotland, on Sep 26. Also at Carnoustie that day were 4270 Pink-foot Geese.
Black Swan: One seen in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Sep 26
flew north after its amorous advances to a Mute Swan had been rejected (this is
of course the breeding season for these antipodean birds). It could have been
one from the West Ashling pond near Funtington.
Brent Goose: A total of 49 were seen in Langstone Harbour on Sep 18 but that
number may well have doubled by the end of this week - when Steve Copsey was
at Sandy Point on Hayling on Sep 25 he had a distant view of around 100
wildfowl which he thought were Brent (or possibly Wigeon) flying north from the
sea over the Bracklesham area west of Selsey. The only other report I have
picked up is of 19 birds in the Thorney Channel (east of the south of Thorney
Island) on Sep 20. While these may well have been migrants the new comers are
usually out in the open water of the harbour entrance (between Thorney and
Black Point) whereas the Thorney Channel is a regular site for summering birds in
that harbour (I saw 8 there on Aug 25 and there was a report of 15 birds flying
west over the Fishbourne Channel towards Thorney on Sep 6 before any migrants
arrived)
Pale-bellied Brent: These are now arriving in force with a count of 490 from
the Isle of Lewis in the Hebrides on Sep 20.
Ruddy Shelduck: On Sep 26 three of these appeared on the water at Radipole
(Weymouth) - maybe feral birds from the Netherlands?
Shelduck: A count of 105 passing Pointe de Hoc in Normandy on Sep 21
indicated the start of the return of Shelduck from their moult grounds to their
winter quarters and I am pretty sure that the appearance of 15 Shelduck off the
west shore of Emsworth at Nore Barn on Sep 23 was associated with this
movement though this particular flock was made up of 12 juveniles and three
adults, all of which have probably been somewhere on our south coast through
the summer. All I know is that I have not heard of any Shelduck in the
Langstone/Emsworth area since Apr 17, just before the mass movement from
English Water which saw 47 passing Dungeness on Apr 24 and 103 off the
Thanet coast in Kent on May 4. The juveniles now off Emsworth may have
arrived there from somewhere not far inland (e.g. around Alsdworth Pond which
has now dried up), having waited there until they were fully fledged and able to
fly.
Wigeon: On Sep 21 there were 190 at Christchurch Harbour, 110 at Pulborough
Brooks, 68 at Hook/Warsash (with 20 Pintail), and 34 (with 52 Teal) in
Nutbourne Bay east of Thorney Island

Garganey: The eclipse male was still on Sinah Lake (south Hayling) on Sep 25,
having arrived there on Sep 11. Also on Sep 25 John Clark saw a single female or
young bird lurking under the north shore of the central pool at Budds Farm in
Havant.
Scaup: None yet in southern England but I see that 3 were seen at Lewis in the
Hebrides on Sep 21 after the first of the autumn had been reported at Spurn
Point in Yorkshire on Sep 17
Eider: A flock of 41 flew east past Worthing on Sep 22, presumably still on their
way from northern breeding grounds to winter quarters. On Sep 23 the birds off
Titchfield Haven had increased from 13 to 20
Velvet Scoter: One off Spurn Point on Sep 21 was the first I have heard of
anywhere since June (the last on the south coast was off Selsey on May 20)
Red-breasted Merganser: One seen from Portland on Sep 22 may have been
summering on the south coast but reports of one passing Spurn Point on Sep 21
and two seen off Lewis in the Hebrides on Sep 22 indicate that they are now
starting to head south
Goosander: One of these also went past Spurn Point on Sep 21, the first
mention of the species since an isolated report of a flock of 27 moving over the
Bradford area of Yorkshire on Aug 29
Honey Buzzard: Among nine reports this week were one from Berlin on Sep 22,
one over Jersey and two over Holland on Sep 26. Here in England there were
singles over Dungeness, Portland, Brighton, Lymington and Swanage plus a local
sighting over Havant Thicket on Sep 24
Marsh Harrier: Latest report is of a juvenile over the Thorney Little Deeps on
Sep 26
Montagu's Harrier: A 'probable' ringtail was seen at Soar in Devon on Sep 20
Sparrowhawk: Sandwich Bay had 8 migrants over on Sep 24 after recording 4
there on Sep 22 and 2 on Sep 21
Common Buzzard: More than 36 migrants passed over the Thanet area of Kent
on Sep 24 after five had been seen to fly south (with one Honey Buzzard) from
Portland on Sep 23
Rough-legged Buzzard: An interesting local report for Sep 24 is of one seen
over Havant Thicket 'talon locked' with a smaller Common Buzzard - I doubt
this sighting will appear in the Hampshire Bird Report without further
confirmatory evidence that the larger bird was definitely a Rough-legged and
not a 'different looking' Common Buzzard
Merlin: More of these are arriving for the winter (or at least to chase the huge
masses of passerines to be found along our south coast at this time of year). A
female was over Thorney Island on Sep 20 when another clocked in at Portland,

and a third was over the Brading Marshes (IoW) on Sep 21. On Sep 24 one was
seen on the Lymington shore and on Sep 25 another arrived at Portland.
Quail: Yet another migrant Quail touched down at Polgigga in Cornwall on Sep
21
Water Rail: Most birders will have come across Moorhen climbing about in
bushes or low trees but it's not so often that a Water Rail is seen doing so - one
seen in Brambles at the Lymington marshes on Sep 21
Coot: These continue to leave inland waters which may freeze over before long
and head for winter quarters on the sea - the number on the Slipper Mill pond
complex at Emsworth was up from 58 on Sep 15 to 68 on Sep 20 (no more than
half a dozen pairs breed there). There could well be an even higher number now
on the Thorney Little Deeps. By Sep 25 more than 1000 Coot were present at the
Blashford Lakes.
Avocet: 741 had reached their winter quarters in Poole Harbour by Sep 23
Ringed Plover: 200 were in a high tide roost on the shingle of the Hayling Bay
shore on Sep 20, no doubt unseen by many people walking along the nearby
grassland. This roost also had 50 Sanderling, 7 Dunlin and a juvenile
Curlew Sandpiper. I'm not sure exactly where this roost was but a similar roost
can often be found during the winter on the shingle south of the east end of the
Hayling Golf Course
Dotterel: One was heard flying over the Selsey West Fields on Sep 20 and one
was in Devon from Sep 20 to 23 at least.
Golden Plover: Among eight reports this week a flock of more tha 30 were on
mud in the Emsworth Channel on Sep 23 and 600 were roosting at Rye Harbour
on Sep 24
American Golden Plover: One had been seen in Norfolk in late July and now
the second I know of for the year is reported on St Agnes in the Scillies on Sep
20
Pectoral Sandpiper: In addition to several reports from the Scillies between
Sep 12 and 25 (and one at Seaton in Devon on Sep 16) one was on the
Lymington marshes on Sep 23, 24 and 26. Latest news is of one on Hayling
Island in a field pool beside the Coastal Path not far south of the Oysterbeds
carpark
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Also after several recent reports from the Scillies
(and one from Cornwall/Lands End on Sep 21) one made a brief appearance
among a flock of Golden Plover at Rye Harbour on Sep 21
Long-billed Dowitcher: The first I know of in Britain this year was on Tresco in
the Scillies from Sep 22 to 25 at least
Grey Phalarope: One at Cuckmere Haven near Beachy Head on Sep 24

Lesser Black-back Gull: John Clark found 1520 of these at the Fox Lane gravel
pits at Eversley in north Hampshire on Sep 19 and then counted 2015 leaving the
night roost there at dawn on Sep 20 - later that day he found more than 1900
either gathering their supper on nearby Blackbushe airfield or flying over towards
the roost site
Black Tern: Their passage now seems to be coming to an end. After 3 were
seen at Dungeness on Sep 14 there were no reports until Sep 21 when 4 fly
along the Normandy coast with a single at the RSPB Dungeness reserve on Sep
24
Turtle Dove: One at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 22, another at Weir Wood in
north Sussex on Sep 23 followed by one at Portland on Sep 24 (with 2 there on
Sep 25 and 3 on Sep 26)
Swift: One went over Beachy Head on Sep 19 and an even later bird was seen
at Spurn Point on Sep 21
Wryneck: Ten reports this week, the last being of 2 near Brighton on Sep 25
Great Spotted Woodpecker: A reminder that these are partial migrants came
when three were reported at Dungeness on Sep 22, then on Sep 25 there was
one at Portland, six at Christchurch Harbour and six at Sandwich Bay. On Sep 26
a Dutch site reported 11 migrants.
Short-toed Lark: First mention of one this autumn comes from Jersey on Sep
23 when flocks of Skylarks are starting to move (e.g. 22 over Sandwich Bay on
Sep 21)
Sand Martin: It seems few of these are still with us - just three reports this
week. On Sep 22 there were 20 at Durlston and on Sep 23 Beachy Head had 30.
On Sep 26 Durlston reported just 2
Swallow: These are now the main component of the hirundine flocks currently
patrolling our south coast before taking the plunge (!) to cross the channel. On
Sep 21 Christchurch Harbour recorded 4000 and Sandwich Bay had 2800. On Sep
26 there were still 1000 over Christchurch Harbour but Jersei in the Channel Isles
had 2350 that day
House Martin: Early this week peak counts were of 3700 over Sandwich Bay
and 5691 over Hunstanton in Norfolk, both on Sep 22, but on Sep 26 there were
still 15,000 to be seen over Christchurch Harbour with around 1700 reported at
other sites. Here in Havant the local breeding birds which have been heard daily
over my garden since the beginning of May ceased to appear after Sep 25
Richard's Pipit: Four reports this week include one at Christchurch Harbour on
Sep 19 with others in Cornwall, Yorkshire and Jersey
Tawny Pipit: Two reports from Cornwall on Sep 21, probably of the same bird
as both were in the Lands End area, then one at Durlston on Sep 23 and one in
the Netherlands on Sep 26

Red-throated Pipit: One in Belgium and one in Holland, both on Sep 26
Water Pipit: The first to get a mention as a migrant was seen in Holland on Sep
26
Robin: New arrivals from the continent brought reports of a significant increase
in numbers at three sits on Sep 21
Stonechat: 45 grounded by mist at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 24 and a
comment that there had been a small influx on the Lymington shore on Sep 26
Ring Ouzel: Singles at four coastal sites this week
Fieldfare: What may have been the same flock numbered 16 in Belgium on Sep
15, then 15 near Chichester on Sep 18 and now 12 in the New Forest on Sep 20
Song Thrush: Continental birds were arriving over Christchurch Harbour this
week with 10 seen flying high over on Sep 20 and another 9 on Sep 21. Just one
Redwing was reported in Holland on Sep 23 when another flew south over Weir
Wood reservoir near Crowborough in north Sussex
Cetti's Warbler: These (along with species like Dartford Warbler) have been
dispersing for some time now but the loud sound of one singing at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth on Sep 20 was exciting as being only the second ever
heard there (first was in June 2005). Brian Fellows tells us it brought the number
of bird species recorded on that reserve this year to 46 (the site has recorded an
overall total of 70 species over the years since 2000)
Zitting Cisticola (aka Fan-tailed Warbler): One seen in the Thanet area of
Kent from Sep 21 to 26 at least may be the same which had been seen there on
July 26 at Seasalter and at Sandwich Bay on Sep 6 and 7. Other vagrants have
been an Icterine Warbler on Sep 21 and a Barred Warbler from Sep 21 to
25, both at Hope Gap near Beachy Head. Cornwall still had its Woodchat Shrike
on Sep 21 and both Devon and Cornwall had Rose-coloured Starlings on Sep
21
Greenish Warbler: A 'possible' seen near Gatiwck airport on Sep 24 - the
observer recognised the bird both by sight and call
Yellow-browed Warbler: On Sep 21 singles were seen at Sandwich Bay and
Reculver in Kent, and at sites in Cornwall and the Scillies. On Sep 23 one was at
Steyning north of Worthing and on Sep 24 one was again at Sandwich Bay
Radde's Warbler: A 'possible only' sighting of a largish warbler in a bush at
Titchfield Haven on Sep 25
Red-breasted Flycatcher: One on Lundy Island off Devon on Sep 22 and one
in the Scillies on Sep 24
Bearded Tit: 35 seen on Thorney Island (presumably the Little Deeps) on Sep
20 included 'high flying flocks of 19 and 14 birds' indicating that these are now

off on their intrepid flights to find new reedbeds. Further confirmation that they
are on the move came on Sep 23 in a report of one on the Scillies (where they
are very rare and this bird would be a lost vagrant). Also on Sep 23 a flock of 10
airborne birds were seen to drop into the Little Deeps reeds at Thorney Island
and on Sep 26 three were seen to drop in to reeds at Christchurch Harbour
where they are not normally present. Also on Sep 26 one observer in the
Lymington area saw 10 flying over a Maize field and others there on the same
day counted 31 in the air
Red-backed Shrike: One has been at Sandwich Bay from Sep 18 to 24 with
two seen there on a couple of days. Another was seen at Reculver in north Kent
on Sep 21 and 25 and another was in Devon on Sep 20
Steppe (or Saxaul) Grey Shrike (Lanius meridionalis pallidirostris): This
mega rarity turned up on St Martins in the Scillies on Sep 25 and was last seen at
midday on Sep 26. There had been a possible sighting in Cumbria in July 2009
but the last definite sighting was in Lincolnshire from Nov 23 to 26 in 2008 (the
species has not been recorded in Hampshire, but there have been past records
from both Wilts and Dorset and 10 other counties ). This bird is sometimes
treated as a separate species but is better regarded as a subspecies of
Southern Grey Shrike which normally breeds in central Asia and goes south to
the tropics in the winter. It is very similar in size and markings to Great Grey
Shrike but is noticeably paler. I was amused to see one photo of the 2008 bird
perched on a tripod mounted digiscoping camera.
Great Grey Shrike: Two reports this week - one in Belgium on Sep 25 and one
in Holland on Sep 26 (there was one in Kent on Sep 18 and 19). The Cornish
Woodchat Shrike was last seen at Nanquidno on Sep 21
Tree Sparrow: Two at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 21 and two at Durlston on
Sep 26
Chaffinch: Three at Portland on Sep 20 were the first autumn passage birds
there (62 were reported at Berlin on Sep 22 and 84 in Holland on Sep 23). In
England there were 140 over Chritchurch Harbour on Sep 25 and across the
water 681 went over a Dutch site on Sep 26 One Brambling in the Thanet area
of Kent on Sep 21 was the first of the autumn in southern England
Greenfinch: 120 moving through Christchurch Harbour on Sep 26 was the first
substantial passage of the autumn
Common (Mealy) Redpoll: First to get a mention this autumn was one at
Spurn Point on Sep 25
Snow Bunting: Two at Spurn Point on Sep 21 and four at Sandwich Bay on Sep
24
Yellow Hammer: A small flock of at least a dozen in the East Park at Stansted
on Sep 26

Little Bunting: One at Portland on Sep 25
Yellow-breasted Bunting: The first I have heard of this year was on St Mary's
in the Scillies on Sep 20
Peak counts of migrants so far this week:
Tree Pipit 11 in Holland
Meadow Pipit 3700 at Sandwich Bay
Water Pipit 1 in Holland
Yellow Wagtail 27 at Hook/Warsash
Grey Wagtail 10 at Portland
Pied Wagtail 135 at Durlston
White Wagtail 1 at Portland
Dunnock 82 in Holland
Robin 50+ at Portland
Redstart 6 at Portland
Whinchat 18 at Sandwich Bay
Stonechat 45 at Christchurch Harbour
Wheatear 50 at Portland
Ring Ouzel 1 at Durlston
Fieldfare 12 in the New Forest
Song Thrush 20 at Christchurch Harbour
Redwing 1 at Weir Wood reservoir
Grasshopper Warbler 3 at Portland
Sedge Warbler 5 at Christchurch Harbour
Reed Warbler 4 at Christchurch Harbour
Icterine Warbler 1 near Beachy Head
Barred Warbler 1 near Beachy Head
Lesser Whitethroat 4 at Beachy Head
Common Whitethroat 8 at Christchurch Harbour
Garden Warbler 3 at Christchurch Harbour

Blackcap 400 at Beachy Head
Yellow-browed Warbler 1 at easch of five sites from Kent to Cornwall
Chiffchaff 300 at Beachy Head
Willow Warbler - just three reports of singles in Sussex
Goldcrest 7 at Christchurch Harbour
Firecrest 1 at each of five sites
Spotted Flycatcher 6 at Pagham Harbour
Pied Flycatcher 2 at Portland
Bearded Tit 35 airborne over Thorney Island
Blue and Great Tits several seen as migrants on Portland
Golden Oriole 1 'probable' on the Scillies
Red-backed Shrike 2 at Sandwich Bay
Rook 23 over Christchurch Harbour
Tree Sparrow 2 over Christchurch Harbour
Chaffinch 140 at Christchurch Harbour
Greenfinch 120 at Christchurch Harbour
Goldfinch 171 at Christchurch Harbour
Siskin 18 At Durlston
Linnet 310 at Durlston
Snow Bunting 4 at Sandwich Bay
Reed Bunting 55 at Christchurch Harbour
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Red-veined Darter: A few years back this species was regarded as an
occasional migrant to England but it is now known to breed in several
locations and the find of a few exuviae (empty larval skins) and 3 larvae
found in water at Castle Farm (Rye Harbour) has now added that reserve
to the list of places where it is now resident
Butterflies
Just 18 species reported on the wing this week

Silver Spotted Skipper: A late specimen at Seaford in Sussex on
Sep 20
Clouded Yellow: Plenty of fresh specimens now appearing from
eggs laid in this country. One site near Worthing had 8 on Sep 20
and just over the Channel Honnay in Belgium reported 53 of them
but the hot spot has been Beachy Head where more than 500 were
seen on Sep 24 and 600 were estimated to be present on Sep 25
Holly Blue: Late news of one in a Cosham (Portsmouth) garden on
Sep 17 - the first I have heard of anywhere since Aug 30 when one
was seen on Portsdown in the same area
Small Tortoiseshell: The second generation which has been
emerging for some time normally go straight into hibernation but this
year several have been mating and laying eggs in the early autumn
and these third generation caterpillars are currently being found in
several places in Sussex
Peacock: As with Tortoiseshells some have been mating now instead
of waiting for next spring, leaving several nests of fresh caterpillars to
be found in Sussex
Wall Brown: A third brood was emerging in Sussex this week with
10 seen in the Cuckmere area on Sep 25
Grayling: At least one was still to be seen in the New Forest near
Ringwood on Sep 20
Moths
Caloptilia semifascia (0290): First at Pagham Harbour on National
Moth Night Sep 19
Clepsis consimilana (0994): First at Pagham Harbour on National
Moth Night Sep 19
Acleris sparsana (Tortrix) (1041): First in Thanet on Sep 19
Garden Rose Tortrix (1048 Acleris variegana): First at Pagham
Harbour on National Moth Night Sep 19
Epinotia nisella (1138): First at Pagham Harbour on National Moth
Night Sep 19
Pediasia aridella (1324): First at Pagham Harbour on National
Moth Night Sep 19
Gold Triangle (1413 Hypsopygia costalis): First at Pagham
Harbour on National Moth Night Sep 19

Pale Eggar (1632 Trichiura crataegi): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on Sep 18
Blair's Mocha (1678 Cyclophora puppillaria): First at West
Wittering on Sep 19
Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (2110 Noctua fimbriata):
First report is from Ringmer on Sep 18
Deep-brown Dart (2231 Aporophyla lutulenta): First at
Edburton (north foot of Downs north of Brighton) on Sep 18
Golden Twin-spot (2428 Chrysodeixis chalcites): First in
Thanet on Sep 21
Moth/Butterfly Larvae: At Rye Harbour on Sep 22 a single Reed
Dagger caterpillar was seen on every leaf of Greater Reedmace
Other Insects
Crane Flies: A lot seen at Durlston on Sep 25
Common Wasp: Another reminder that these are now apparently
recovering from a sharp drop in numbers over recent years came
when a naturalist who happens to earn his living as a pest controller
stumbled on a ground nest of aggressive Wasps when on the Sussex
Downs near Cissbury Ring, suffering at least two stings
Colletes hederae (Ivy Bee): This species has only started to
appear in southern England in recent years and likes sandy soil in
which to mine with lots of Ivy from which to collect pollen. On Sep 25
these bees were active at Durlston Country Park - you can see
excellent pictures of it at the Hastings coastal site where it is now
well established (after the first British find of the species in Dorset in
2001) at http://www.bwars.com/Colletes_hederae.htm
Western Conifer Seed Bug: One seen in Thanet on Sep 19 was at
least the twelfth to invade this country this autumn
PLANTS
240 plant species found so far this month to my knowledge but most of
those being found currently have already had a mention in these notes when
they first appeared
Green Amaranth: What I believe was this species was found on Sep 24 growing
in a game cover crop on Idsworth Down (north of Rowlands Castle). Brian
Fellows who found it was not certain of its name and his photo showed its
flower/fruit spikes were strongly red-tinged. The Common Amaranth I am
familiar with normally has yellowy green spikes but a search through the internet
did not come up with a different species but did show me at least one example of

a red-tinged plant. Among many other plants found at this site was Green
Bristle Grass
Red Goosefoot: What I believe to be this species is prominent at the moment
with some plants having a bright red tinge to their flower/seed parts - see my
photos in my Diary entry for Sep 21
Yellow-flowered Strawberry: The roadside plants in Juniper Square here in
Havant had new flower buds on Sep 22
Yellow Pimpernel: This had many fresh flowers in shady parts of Southleigh
Forest providing the only bright colour when I was there on Sep 21
Harlequin Glorybower (Clerodendrum trichotomum): This garden
shrub/small tree imported from the Far East is not a wild plant but when I saw an
example in flower in a garden in the Denvilles area of Havant on Sep 21 I was
impressed and it took me some time to track down its identity (a new species for
my personal knowledge). I see that it is a member of the Verbena family.
Apple of Peru (Physalodes nicandra): This colourful plant is sometimes
grown as a garden ornament (despite its poisonous tendencies) but more often
occurs as a casual on tips. This week I found a small colony of plants in a garden
in the Denvilles area of Havant but the garden had no fence and the plants were
in a neglected section containing only bags of waste so I doubt they were planted
there
Nettle-leaved Bellflower: A single elderly plant which still had a couple of
flowers was the first I have seen this summer - my find was in Woodlands Lane
above Walderton
Small Teazel: Visiting Racton hamlet in the Ems Valley on Sep 21 I was too late
to find flowers on the plants there but this colony (the only one I know of locally)
still thrives among the trees on the south side of the major road junction in the
hamlet (see photos with my Diary entry for Sep 21)
Perennial Sunflower: Nothing special about a find of this plant except that a
single specimen I found on Sep 21 was flowering happily in what had earlier in
the year been the river bed of the Ems immediately south of the roadbridge over
the river at Racton (photo with Diary entry for Sep 21)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Otter: One was seen both in and out of water at the Blashford Lakes near
Ringwood on Sep 25. To the best of my knowledge they are not resident there
and this was presumably an animal 'seeking pastures new'

Bottle-nosed Whale: The Whale which was apparently healthy and catching
Mackerel off the Bournemouth coast last week (first seen Sep 13) was washed up
dead at Bournemouth on Sep 23 - I have not yet heard the official cause of death
but there were indications that it had got caught in fishing ropes and had
drowned
Common Seal: 12 were hauled up on mud off Thorney Island on Sep 20 and
the same number were seen there on Sep 26
Noctule Bat: One seen hunting over gardens at Alresford near Winchester on
the evening on Sep 23
Eel: Drying up of the Pett Level pools on the shore of Rye Bay left some 300
Eels dead on Sep 20. I find this slightly puzzling as I have always understood
that Eels can make long overland journeys as part of their migration so I would
have thought these Eels would at least have made an attempt to struggle
overland to another water body. A probable answer came on Sep 26 when Brian
Banks saw one pushing its head out of a similar drying pool in the Walland Marsh
area north east of Rye Bay - he comments on the ability of Eels to take oxygen
from the air out of water and on the lack of oxygen in the near-dry pools presumably the Eels in this water might die from lack of oxygen in the same way
we can die from carbon monoxide, succumbing to a poison that we are unable to
detect
Fungi: The Havant Wildlife Group were in Stansted Forest on Sep 19 and found
Chicken of the Woods (Sulphur Polypore) apparently thriving on the trunk
of a White Poplar with the Lumpy Bracket (Trametes Gibbosa) found
nearby on a log. Best find is what I consider to be an example of the rare
Creolophus cirrhatus shown in Roger Phillips popular book (this identification
has been confirmed by local Fungus specialist Rosemary Webb). I was at first
confused by different books having different illustrations with different names for
what I thought was a single species of Tooth Fungus but when I had a look at
Gordon Dickson's 'Fungi of the New Forest' I found he listed three species of
Tooth Fungus and had photos of two of them (both listed as Hericium ) which
did not match the current find (see the photo supplied by Jim Berry of what the
group found on Sep 19) in that the new find does have a distinct cap above the
teeth, ruling out those two but leaving the third possibility in the air. That third
species is the one shown by Roger Phillips whose photo shows both a cap and
teeth, both being a good colour match for the current find. My current opinion is
that the group did find Creolophus cirrhatus
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 21 - 27 (WEEK 38 OF 2009)
Tue 22 Sep
Around Havant
Taking a roundabout route to the Havant shops today I found the Yellowflowered Strawberry in Juniper Square had a few new flower buds and that

flowers could still be found on the Small-flowered Cranesbill and Stone
Parsley. Around St Faith's Church Wall Rocket, Mouse-ear Hawkweed and
Field Madder were flowering, and in my own garden the Thyme-leaved
Speedwell had started to flower again.
Mon 21 Sep
Flowers in the dry bed of the River Ems
The highspot of a cycle ride through the Southleigh and Stansted Forests to the
Ems Valley at Walderton came when I reached Racton hamlet where the road
south from Walderton has a branch going off to Funtington. I stopped on the
bridge over the river (now bone dry) at this junction and clambered down into
the river bed which was knee deep in colourful flowers (including a single
sunflower as well as masses of Water Mint). The most prominent species was
Red Goosefoot which had plants with both red and green 'flowers'. Equally
colourful but fewer in number were plants of Many-seeded Goosefoot and no
doubt there were other species hidden in the mass of vegetation - I took a
picture of one tiny plant of Fool's Water Cress which I nearly trod on.
Having clambered up the bank at the right hand end of the bridge as seen in my
photo I turned my attention to the tall trees to the left of the bridge, hoping to
find a late flower on the Small Teazel plants which grow under them hidden
from the view of most passers by. No luck with the white flowers but I did take a
couple of pictures of the plants (which here grow to well over 2 metres high) and
their flower heads. While pushing through the low branches and huge Nettles to
get a view of the Teazels I almost trod on a young pigeon - seemingly a Stock
Dove with no visible signs of injury but perhaps confused as to how to get out of
this jungle after falling to the ground on what may have been its first flight from
its nest.
On my way out there was little of interest to record but I did find a great show of
fresh Yellow Pimpernel in the Southleigh Forest and a flock of at least a dozen
Yellowhammers in the Stansted East Park. On the way home I had a look at
Aldsworth Pond which is now as dry as the river had been, and when nearly
home (at the south end, east side, of Fourth Avenue in Denvilles) I found a large
plant of Apple of Peru (Nicandra physalodes) with fresh blue flowers - I did
not stop to take a picture but hope to get one when I go back to check out a
flowering tree (which I thought was a Judas Tree) at the north end of the same
road
SUMMARY FOR SEP 14 - 20 (WEEK 37 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: Reports in the latest news are of one in Weymouth Bay on
Sep 13, a summer plumaged bird off Sandy Point on Hayling on Sep 15 when 3
were off the Dutch coast and 79 went south past Spurn Point (with more than 20
off Spurn Point on Sep 16). Latest news is of 43 passing Spurn Point on Sep 17
Black-throated Diver: One off Normandy on Sep 14 and one off Holland on
Sep 15

Red-necked Grebe: One off Portland on Sep 15 and one off Spurn Point on Sep
17
Balearic Shearwater: 310 off the Brittany coast of France on Sep 16 with 7
Sooty Shearwater. Also on Sep 16 Spurn Point had 6 and (on Sep 15) 1 Great
Shearwater
Bittern: The Dungeness RSPB bird was last reported on Sep 12 and on Sep 16 a
newcomer was at Marazion in Cornwall.
Great White Egret: The bird which arrived at the Dungeness RSPB site on Aug
15 appears to have left on Sep 13 when it was seen to fly over the Dungeness
Bird Observatory. It maybe a co-incidence but one turned up at the Blashford
Lakes on Sep 14, not having been reported there since Aug 29. On Sep 18 a new
bird arrived at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour and another flew over the
Thanet area of Kent
Purple Heron: One turned up at Lands End on Sep 16
Glossy Ibis: The bird in the Kent Stour valley which arrived on Sep 6 was still
there on Sep 15, then on Sep 19 it seems that at least three groups (each having
6 birds) arrived in this country. One group (all juveniles) was first reported near
Seaton in Devon but flew east from there at 12:30 and I assume it was this
group that was seen at Radipole (Weymouth) later that day before flying on east
at 16:10. Another report of 6 flying east over the Lymington Marshes was timed
at 16:45, and as Lymington is more than 60km east of Radipole they would have
had to have kept up an airspeed of approaching 120 km/hour to have flown the
distance in the 35 minutes between the sightings - my guess is the Lymington
birds were a different group. The third group reported was at the Ouse Washes
in East Anglia while the south coast 'bird race' was in progress
Mute Swan: Of local interest the Budds Farm pools pair in Havant had all five of
their cygnets in view with them on Sep 14 but shortly after seeing them I found
what I assumed to be the Langstone Pond family in the mouth of the Langbrook
stream with only five (not six) cygnets in view. A different local family (two adults
with four cygnets) was seen on Sep 19 at the Fishery Lake in south east Hayling
Brent Goose: First Dark-bellied arrivals were seen on Sep 14 when two went
past Dungeness and two were seen on the Dutch coast. On Sep 15 two flew into
Chichester Harbour from the sea at 8:30am and two were seen off the
Warblington/Langstone shore later in the afternoon, singles were also seen at
Gatteville in Normandy and at a Dutch site. Then on Sep 16 Langstone Harbour
had a flock of 13, Christchurch Harbour saw its first 2 and 5 flew past Le Clipon
near Calais. On Sep 17 two were seen off Jersey in the Channel Isles and two
more were at Spurn Point in Yorkshire. By Sep 18 the number in Langstone
Harbour was up to 49, the north Kent coast had 22 at Seasalter, and 2 had
reached Kingsbridge in Devon. Latest news is of 16 near Exmouth in Devon on
Sep 19. All these sightings almost certainly represent birds still in transit, not at
their wintering destinations

Pale Bellied Brent: Bob Chapman reminds us that this race of Brent startes to
reach us from the north of Canada some two weeks earlier than the Darkbellied birds coming from the north of Russia, and this was confirmed this year
when the first flock of 41 Pale-bellied birds was reported from the Outer
Hebrides on Aug 29. Most of these birds winter in Ireland but a minority fly on to
winter on the west coast of France, normally passing over our west country en
route. One forerunner of these was seen on Tresco in the Scillies on Aug 28 and
another singleton that had lost touch with its flying companions was seen on the
Lymington Marshes on Sep 6. What is likely to have been this same bird then
appeared in Southampton Water on Sep 10 and demonstrated its wild nature by
moving away from observers on the shore, disproving my ill judged comment
that it might have been an escape from a wildfowl collection. On Sep 11 three
more Pale-bellied birds were seen on the south coast of Devon near Exmouth
and on Sep 16 two more were at Appledore on the north Devon coast near
Bideford.
Egyptian Goose: More than 41 were on the Eversley pits near the Berkshire
border in north Hampshire on Sep 19 along with around 160 Greylags
Shelduck: A few adults stay here through the summer moult period to
chaperone the juveniles and a bird seen on the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood on
Sep 14 may have been one of these though a report of 16 passing Dungeness
that same day suggests that adults are starting to return from the German/Dutch
coast where they have been moulting.
Wigeon: These are now pouring back into our south coast area and the species
will soon cease to be newsworthy. On Sep 13 Hook/Warsash had 13 while
Christchurch Harbour had 80. Sep 14 found 84 on the north Kent coast at Oare
Marshes, 2 on Sinah Lake (Hayling), 4 on Tundry Pond (west of Fleet in north
Hampshire), 40 on the Blashford Lakes and another 82 passing Dungeness. On
Sep 15 there were 70 at the mouth of Chichester Harbour with 4 on Sinah Lake,
and on Sep 16 Christchurch Harbour had some 330 while Langstone Harbour had
400. By Sep 19 there were around 370 on the Avon Flood near Lymington and
200 in Pagham Harbour
Gadwall: On Sep 15 there were 60 at Rye Harbour to give the highest count of
the autumn so far
Pintail: We have already reported a flock of more than 50 in Pagham Harbour
on Sep 11 and now such flocks are turning up in other places - on Sep 16
Christchurch Harbour had 25 and Langstone Harbour had 35
Garganey: Two were at the Dungeness RSPB Site on Sep 13 but since then the
only reports have been of one on the Sinah Lake (south Hayling) from Sep 11 to
19 at least
Blue-winged Teal: One seen flying from the north into Titchfield Haven on Sep
16 may well have been the same bird that was at the Haven on Aug 28 and then
at the Portsmouth IBM Lake on Aug 31. It is thought to be an adult blown across

the Atlantic by a recent hurricane but both its origin and age are disputed. Three
juveniles which arrived in the Outer Hebrides around Sep 13 are seemingly
agreed to be vagrants
Pochard: Three seen on Fleet Pond in north Hampshire on Sep 16 were said to
be new arrivals there though we are not yet seeing an invasion of this species to
match the 338 reported at a Dutch site on Sep 7
Scaup: The first British report which I have seen for this autumn was of one at
Spurn Point on Sep 17
Red-breasted Merganser: One seen at Hook/Warsash on Sep 15 is likely to
have been the one summering in that area but last year the 'first of the autumn'
was claimed at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 10 with another five flying west past
nearby Barton on Sea on Sep 13 though no others were reported until Sep 25
when three were in Langstone Harbour (and I did not see a double figure count
until Oct 22 when 15 were in Portsmouth Harbour).
Honey Buzzard: On Sep 14 one flew south east over Tadley near Basingstoke
and another went over Durlston. Christchurch Harbour reported one on Sep 16
and another flew south from Portland on Sep 17
Marsh Harrier: A juvenile seen over Radipole (Weymouth) on Sep 16 is likely to
have been one of the three offspring of the pair which nested there this year
(first breeding in Dorset for 50 years). I see that on Sep 15 there was an
intentional fire at Radipole which seems to have got out of control and burnt
more of the reedbed than was intended (but I do not have any details of what
happpened). On Sep 19 a male was over the Bracklesham area west of Selsey
Osprey: Latest reports are of one over Langstone Harbour on Sep 18 and one
over the Lymington shore on Sep 19
Merlin: Sightings this week come from Durlston on Sep 14 and 17, Sandwich
Bay on Sep 18, and a female over the Bracklesham area west of Selsey on Sep
19
Quail: One reported (presumably seen) on Sep 16 at Badminston Common near
Fawley on the edge of the New Forest was presumably another migrant pausing
there on its way south
Spotted Crake: On Sep 13 one was heard making its 'whiplash' call at
Christchurch Harbour and two othere were on St Marys and St Agnes islands in
the Scillies. The bird which has been at the Dungeness RSPB site since Sep 6 was
still present on Sep 15 and a new bird was in Devon on Sep 18
Coot: A count of 58 in the adjacent Peter Pond and Slipper Mill Pond at
Emsworth on Sep 15 shows that these birds are now moving to the coast for the
winter.

Golden Plover: A count of 100 at Rye Harbour on Sep 15 was the first three
figure count for Sussex this autumn (though the Oare Marshes in north Kent had
around 500 on Aug 15)
Sanderling: An estimate of 85 birds on the sands off Ryde (IoW) on Sep 16 was
also the highest so far for the south coast this autumn (though there had been
70 at Climping near Worthing on Aug 9 and 60 there on Aug 14 with 70+
reported from the Pilsey Sands in Chichester Harbour on Sep 6)
Little Stint: Two at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Sep 15 to 17, one at each of
Titchfield Haven and the Lymington Marshes on Sep 18 and 19
Purple Sandpiper: One at Dungeness on Sep 15 was the third singleton seen
on the English south coast this autumn (two more have been reported from the
French coast) since the early returnee at Portland on Aug 25
Black-tailed Godwit: A flock of 159 at Hook/Warsash on Sep 15 contained four
juveniles. This is the first mention of Icelandic juveniles that I have seen other
than the comment that a flock of 17 at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 15 were
mostly juveniles. 201 were at the Lymington marshes on Sep 19
Greenshank: One seen in the outfall of the Lymbourne stream by the Old Mill at
Langstone on Sep 15 is the first report this autumn of what is probably the
regular wintering bird returning there. 24 were at Farlington Marshes on Sep 18
Arctic Skua: Local sightings at Sandy Point on Hayling of a juvenile on Sep 15,
probably three on Sep 16 and at least one on Sep 18
Little Gull: A count of 149 at Spurn Point in Yorkshire on Sep 16 may well mark
the start of their main autumn passage - this is the first substantial count from a
British site since late April. One at Sandy Point on Hayling on Sep 18.
Sabine's Gull: Two juveniles seen off the north Kent coast on Sep 14
Ring-billed Gull: One off the Cornish coast on Sep 16 is only the second report
of the species this autumn (the first was also off Cornwall on Aug 29)
Lesser Black-back Gull: 1520 roosted at the Eversley Gravel Pits near Fleet
innorth Hampshire on Sep 19
Kittiwake: Spurn Point reported 3124 there on Sep 16 - this was by far the
highest count of this autumn so far
Sandwich Tern: Around 3000 flew past Cap Gris-Nez on each of Sep 5 and 6
but there were still 1210 off Gatteville in Normandy on Sep 14. On Sep 15 three
which had taken the overland route from the North Sea flew down the Test Valley
near Romsey and 41 (with 263 Common Tern) still came to roost in Langstone
Harbour that evening
Auk species: 123 were off Spurn Point on Sep 15 with 72 there on Sep 17, all
probably on their way south

Guillemot: One was around the mouth of Chichester Harbour from Sep 14 to 18
when it became stranded on the shore and was taken into care (though nothing
was apparently wrong with it)
Razorbill: one was off the mouth of the River Hamble on Sep 16
Turtle Dove: One seen near Weymouth on Sep 13 and another at Portland on
Sep 19
Cuckoo: One seen on the west shore of Poole Harbour on Sep 13 and one on
the Scillies (St Agnes) on Sep 16
Short-eared Owl: The arrival of these increased its pace with 4 at Portland on
Sep 19 after one arrived in Devon on Sep 18 (the first autumn bird was at
Portland on Aug 31)
Nightjar: On Sep 15 a departing bird was found sitting on the handle of a spade
in the garden of a house in the Alresford area near Winchester
Wryneck: One was caught and ringed at Portland on Sep 17 after reports of
singles in the Lands End area on Sep 14 and one on the Scillies on Sep 13
Swift: A late bird over Weymouth on Sep 13 is the only sighting this week
Wryneck: Two at Portland on Sep 17 and one there on Sep 18 (when another
was at Hastings Country Park)
Skylark: 20 over Sandwich Bay on Sep 19 are the first autumn passage birds to
be mentioned
Sand Martin: More than 30 were the only hirundines over Budds Farm pools in
Havant when I was there on Sep 14 (when around 1000 were over the Blashford
Lakes near Ringwood). The same number of birds were at Blashford on Sep 15
when Durlston had 300
Swallow: 2800 over Durlston on Sep 15, 1700 over Christchurch Harbour on Sep
16 and 3750 over the Channel Isles on Sep 17. By Sep 19 the number of
Swallows (9600) flying east over Christchurch Harbour exceeded the number of
House Martins (only 1000) for the first time during the current period.
'White' Swallow: In connection with the recent discussion on the rarity of
'white Swallows' after one was known to have hatched in an Aberdeenshire
nest this summer, and another was reported in the Curdridge area by the River
Hamble on Sep 10, we now know that one white bird (with several normal
siblings) was hatched in a nest at Botley (very close to Curdridge) this summer
and that another white bird had been present at the Botley site 20 years ago.
Google tells me that two leucistic Barn Swallows were hatched this summer
in a nest at Dripping Springs near Columbia in Missouri, USA. None of those I am
aware of were true albinos, just very leucistic.

House Martin: Unexpectedly large numbers have been seen at several places
on the south coast this week starting with an estimated 15000 coming in
high off the sea and heading north west over Hook/Warsash on Sep 13 (Mark
Palmer only noticed them by chance when scanning the sky and they were not
noticed by other birders in the area even after Mark had commented on them!
This reminded me of Trevor Carpenter's chance discovery - one day several years
back - that the sky above him was filled from horizon to horizon with Swifts
which were undetectable to the naked eye). On Sep 14 there were 9500 over
Christchurch Harbour and on Sep 15 Durlston reported 4800 with another 3300
over Christchurch on Sep 16 (Christchurch Harbour had previously reported an
autumn peak of 25,000 overhead on Sep 10).
Meadow Pipit: Christchurch Harbour had 1400 on Sep 18 and 1100 on Sep 19
Richard's Pipit: The first to be reported this autumn was at The Lizard in
Cornwall on Sep 15 and the second was seen in Holland on Sep 17 when what
was probably the bird from the Lizard was over the Scillies (St Agnes)
Tawny Pipit: After some 26 reports from the continent since Aug 18 there have
been three reports from our south coast - one at Sandwich Bay on Sep 18, one at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 19 and another that day at Portland. These give
support to Colin Allen's 'probable' sighting at Lymington on Sep 8.
Red-throated Pipit: John Clark had an unconfirmed report of one on the
Lymington shore on Sep 15. Another sighting reported from Northam Burrowes in
Devon on Sep 19
Rock Pipit: These are now moving with sightings on Sep 18 of 1 at Farlington
Marshes and 7 at Portland
Robin: More continental birds arriving with 50 at Sandwich Bay on Sep 18 and
70+ at Seaford on Sep 19
Dunnock: Also now moving in southern England with 70+ at Seaford on Sep 19
(the first reports of passage birds on the continent started on Sep 7)
Stonechat: These seem to have stepped up their move to coastal winter
quarters with 19 at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 16
Ring Ouzel: Second autumn bird on our south coas was at Durlston on Sep 15
after the first at Portland on Sep 10
Fieldfare: 15 flying over the golf course at Hunston (just south of Chichester) on
Sep 18 may be the same early flock reported as 16 birds at a Belgian site on Sep
15 (after one had been seen in Holland on Sep 1)
Song Thrush: Counts of 52 at Spurn Point on Sep 15, 63 there on Sep 16 and
37 on Sep 17 seem to indicate the arrival of continental birds that will winter
here. Two continental birds were trapped at Sandwich Bay on Sep 18 and
Portland had 2 arrivals on Sep 19

Redwing: On Sep 15 Spurn Point also had 5 Redwing
Mistle Thrush: A count of 59 at a Dutch site on Sep 17 may show that they are
now moving to winter quarters. Of local interest was the appearance of a young
bird at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Sep 15 - none are known to have nested
anywhere near Brook Meadow since 2005
Cetti's Warbler: Song heard at Langstone Pond on Sep 15 - maybe the resident
bird (last heard to sing there on June 25) defending his territory against an
interloper (dispersing birds are now turning up along the south coast, e.g. one at
Sandy Point on Hayling on Sep 12 where none have been found previously)
Melodious Warbler: One in Cornwall on Sep 14 (still there on Sep 16), one in
the Scillies on Sep 15, and one briefly in the Thanet area of Kent on Sep 15.
Latest is one in Devon on Sep 17.
Blackcap: Two surges reported in the latest news - on Sep 12 there were
possibly 900 in the Seaford area though only 280 were claimed, and on Sep 19
the ringers at Whitbread Hollow on Beachy Head reported 400
Barred Warbler: One in the Scillies on Sep 13 (after one at Spurn Point on Sep
11).
Yellow-browed Warbler: First of the autumn at Spurn Point on Sep 15 and the
second in the Thanet area of Kent on Sep 19
Siberian Chiffchaff: A possible first for this winter seen well in a Romsey
garden on Sep 20
Red-breasted Flycatcher: Two arrivals on Sep 15 - one at Dungeness and the
other at Spurn Point
Peak counts of regular migrants during this week have been .. Tree Pipit (5),
Meadow Pipit (1400), Rock Pipit (7), Yellow Wagtail (58), Grey Wagtail (9), 'Alba
Wagtail' (28), White Wagtail (3), Dunnock (70+), Robin (70+), Common Redstart
(12), Whinchat (17), Stonechat (19), Wheatear (90), Ring Ouzel (1), Fieldfare
(16), Song Thrush (63), Redwing (5), Mistle Thrush (59), Grasshopper Warbler
(3), Sedge Warbler (5), Reed Warbler (1), Lesser Whitethroat (6), Common
Whitethroat (14), Garden Warbler (5), Blackcap (400), Yellow-browed Warbler
(1), Chiffchaff (140+), Willow Warbler (30), Goldcrest (3), Firecrest (3), Spotted
Flycatcher (6), Red-breasted Flycatcher (1), Pied Flycatcher (8)
Great Tit: Nigel Jones on Hoslist drew our attention to an article in the current
issue of the New Scientist describing how Great Tits in central Europe have learnt
to eat the brains of live but hibernating bats as a nourishing source of winter food
Red-backed Shrike: One at Spurn Point from Sep 15-17, two at Sandwich Bay
on Sep 18, one at Durlston on Sep 19.
Great Grey Shrike: First in England for this winter was one in Thanet (Kent) on
Sep 18 and 19

Woodchat Shrike: One was found at Nanquidno in Cornwall on Sep 15 (seen
again on Sep 16)
Rook: Migrating birds seen at Portland on Sep 17 (4 birds) and Christchurch
Harbour on Sep 19 (5 birds going east)
Raven: At least two seem to be well established in the Hayling Island area this
year. Two were seen at Mill Rythe on the east shore of the island on Mar 8, Apr
12 and 26, and Aug 16. Singles were seen in September over Sandy Point (on
Sep 4) and Northney (Sep 5), and subsequently there have been three sightings
of birds heading west over the southern strip of the island (3 over Sandy Point on
Sep 12 and 2 over the Sinah Common area in the evenings of Sep 14 and 17).
Rose Coloured Starling: The juvenile seen in the Sheepcote valley at Brighton
on Sep 11 was still there on Sep 12. On Sep 16 two more juveniles were seen,
one in Devon and one in Cornwall, and on Sep 17 one was in the Scillies (St
Agnes). The Devon bird at Wembury was seen again on Sep 19.
Tree Sparrow: A few seem to have arrived from the continent this week with
five at Hope Gap near Beachy Head on Sep 11, one in the Wareham area of
Dorset on Sep 13 and one at Black Point on Hayling (with 5 House Sparrows) on
Sep 14. Since then there have been two at Titchfield Haven from Sep 17 to 19,
six at West Bexington in Dorset on Sep 17, four east over Christchurch Harbour
on Sep 18 (two lots of two), and two were at Portland on Sep 19
Chaffinch: These seem to have started moving to winter quarters with reports
of 5 at Spurn Point on Sep 16 and 105 at one Dutch site on Sep 17 (with 67 that
day at another Dutch site). On Sep 19 Christchurch Harbour reported 27 going
over.
Brambling: After a couple of recent reports from the near continent two were at
Spurn Point in Yorkshire on Sep 15 and 16 with one there on Sep 17
Linnet: Portland reported 'many over' on Sep 15 and Christchurch Harbour had
46 over on Sep 19
Snow Bunting: The first of the autumn was one at Spurn Point on Sep 15 and
16 with five there on Sep 17
Reed Bunting: These are now moving in substantial numbers with 60 over
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 19
INSECTS
(Skip to Plants)
Dragonflies
Southern Hawker: Two seen in the Havant area (where they are
common) on Sep 14 and on Sep 15 two were seen at Rye Harbour
(where they are uncommon)
Brown Hawker: One seen at Rye Harbour on Sep 15
Migrant Hawker: One in the Havant area on Sep 14

Red-veined Darter: One or more seen at the Badminston Common
pits near Fawley southeast of the New Forest on Sep 16
Common Darter: Some 15 seen in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on
Sep 14
Emerald Damselfly (Lestes sponsa): One at Rye Harbour on Sep
15 is the first to get a mention anywhere so far this year

Butterflies
23 species stil flying this week
Clouded Yellow: Four reports from Sussex with four seen at three
of the sites (Arlington, Bexhill and Beachy Head) and six at the fourth
(Seaford Head on Sep 11). By Sep 18 there seems to have been a
further wave of arriving migrants giving counts of 20+ at Birling Gap
on Beachy Head on Sep 18 and 30+ at the tip of Beachy Head on
Sep 19
Brown Hairstreak: This butterfly seems to have had a good season
with reports from 11 sites since the first was seen at Horsham on July
14. There was an unexpected sighting on Sep 12 just outside the
perimeter of Gatwick airport, seen by people waiting to 'wave
goodbye' to friends on a departing aircraft and the latest date so far
is Sep 17 with one on Bedelands Farm near Haywards Heath
White Admiral: A fresh specimen seen in the Borwnwich area west
of Titchfield Haven on Sep 16 is the first indication of the emergence
of a second brood (we last saw one of these in 2006 with White
Admirals seen from Sep 3 to Oct 15
Moths
To see images of moths mentioned below go to http://ukmoths.org.uk/ and
enter the 'Bradley and Fletcher' number of the species (given in brackets
in my notes) in the Moth Name Search box, then press Enter.
Note 1. Omit leading zeroes from my version of the numbers (for 0382 enter
382)
Note 2. The result of entering this number will normally be a list of links to
different pictures. To see one of the pictures and its accompanying data click one
of the links (where it says View Thumbnails click that to choose the best picture,
then click the picture)
Note 3. For further (and often better!) info go to Mike Wall's
http://www.hantsmoths.org.uk/ and enter the B&F Number in the search box of
this site (but in this case include the leading zero!), then click the first of the
search results
N.B. Mike Wall's recently improved website is well worth a visit - go
there and try out all the facilities including the Flight-time Guide,
Annual Records and the Density Maps which you access via the
Distribuition Maps
Caloptilia populetorum (0281): First at Pagham Harbour on Sep
18 (National Moth Night)

Black-spot Flat-body (0696 Agonopterix propinquella): First
at Newhaven on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Cosmopterix pulchrimella (0896b): On Sep 12 Jon Stokes was
with his young son at Portchester Castle (Fareham) when they saw a
cloud of around 400 tiny moths of this species dancing around
Pellitory of the Wall plants, the leaves of which are mined by the
larvae of this moth. This species is found in southern Europe but was
not found in Britain until 2001 when it was discovered in Dorset. It
has since been found at other sites in Britain and the Channel Isles
and was first seen in Hampshire in December 2007 (at Portchester
Castle). The moth normally flies in December and January but has
been recorded in October but not September (according to Mike
Wall's recently re-vamped Hants Moths website)
Cochylis atricapitana (0966): First at Pagham Harbour on Sep 18
(National Moth Night)
Rhomboid tortrix (1042 Acleris rhombana): First at Newhaven
on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Acleris emargana (1062): First report for the year from Portland
on Sep 13
The Mallow (1745 Larentia clavaria): First at Pagham Harbour
on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Convolvulus Hawkmoth (1972 Agrius convolvuli): The
fourteenth report which I have picked up was of one at Portland on
Sep 12 (8 of the 14 reports come from Portland where the first was
seen on June 27)
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum):
I now have 49 reports for this year, the latest being from Devon on
Sep 16
Lesser Yellow Underwing (2109 Noctua comes): First at
Pagham Harbour on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Autumnal Rustic (2117 Paradiarsia glareosa): First for the year
at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 12 with the first for Sussex being
recorded on Sep 13
Heath Rustic (2135 Xestia agathina): Christchurch Harbour also
had the first of these on Sep 12 with another at Portland on Sep 13
Hedge Rustic (2177 Tholera cespitis): Another first at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 12
Feathered Gothic (2178 Tholera decimalis): Another first at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 12

Feathered Brindle (2230 Aporophyla australis): First at Rye
Harbour on Sep 19
Green-brindled Crescent (2245 Allophyes oxyacanthae): First
at Newhaven on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Feathered Ranunculus (2255 Eumichtis lichenea): Another first
at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 12
The Brick (2262 Agrochola circellaris): First somewhere in
Sussex on Sep 18
Beaded Chestnut (2267 Agrochola lychnidis): First at Pagham
Harbour on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Orange Sallow (2271 Xanthia citrago): First somewhere in
Sussex on Sep 18
Pink-barred Sallow (2273 Xanthia togata): First at Pagham
Harbour on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
The Sallow (2274 Xanthia icteritia): First at Pagham Harbour on
Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Marsh Mallow Moth (2363 Hydraecia osseola): This uncommon
species was trapped at Rye on Sep 13 and is the first I know of this
year
Large Wainscot (2375 Rhizedra lutosa): First at Pagham
Harbour on Sep 18 (National Moth Night)
Moth/Butterfly Larvae: On Sep 13 the shrunken corpse of an
unspecified caterpillar was found on Wolstonbury Hill at Pyecombe
(north of Brighton) with what looked like two bubbles of 'Cuckoo spit'
exuding from the corpse. The 'Cuckoo spit' did not contain
Froghopper larvae but was home to many very tiny flies which had
clearly eaten the insides of the caterpillar and were just about to
emerge and take wing.
Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillar: One of these large and
distinctive larvae was found on Greater Willowherb in Emsworth on
Sep 14
Fox Moth caterpillar: Two seen on the ground seeking somewhere
to pupate on Portsdown Hill on Sep19
Other Insects
Chrysotoxum festivum hoverfly: What may have been one of
these was in my garden on Sep 20

Common Wasp: These seem to have had a better year than in the
recent past and on Sep 18 two active nests were found in the ground
at Climping near Worthing
Ladybird species: What was I think a 10 spot Ladybird settled on
the outside of one of my house windows on Sep 19 reminding me
that soon large numbers of Ladybirds will do the same in the hope of
finding a way into the house and hibernating there
Great Silver Water Beetle: Two of these were in a moth trap at
Rye Harbour on Sep 19
Wasp Spider (Argioppe bruenicchi): We are coming to the end
of the season for seeing these but I did come across a large female
on her web at the Langstone South Moors on Sep 14 and it reminded
me that it is now worth keeping an eye open for the egg cases that
are left by the females (which normally die very soon after laying
their eggs). The egg case looks like a globular Japanese paper
lantern which the female hangs from the tips of grass stalks which
she binds together with her last silk and which from an arch with the
egg case hanging in its centre.
Zebra spider (Salticus scenicus): These are normally seen throughout
the late summer on the outside of my house but this year the first to get a
mention was one seen on a fence post on Portsdown on Sep 19
PLANTS
Narrow-leaved Pepperwort: I was surprised to find a freshly flowering plant
on Sep 14 in pavement cracks by the A27 Langstone roundabout (where several
plants appear regularly in spring). I have not seen it there since May
Pale Flax: Still flowering at Durlston on Sep 20
Corn Cockle: This was flowering in a field margin beside the footpath going
uphill from Stoughton village (near the source of the R Ems) to Inholmes Wood,
seen by the Havant Wildlife Group on their regular Saturday morning walk. It was
part of a large scale wild flower seed sowing which included Corn Chamomile,
Cornflower, Borage, Sainfoin, and Tansy-leaved Phacelia. Dwarf Spurge
was also seen, though I suspect this may have been growing there naturally
(along with Field Pansy, though that was not reported)
Lesser Sea Spurrey: Another surprise this week, growing along the edge of the
sliproad bringing traffic from the eastbound A27 into Havant, was Lesser Sea
Spurrey flowering freely in very dry roadside mud. The plants flourish here in
spring when the mud is wet and saturated with salt which has run off from the
roads where it was strewn to clear ice but I was surprised to see the flowers in
the present conditions

Enchanter's Nightshade: An unexpected re-flowering in Havant on Sep 14
Shaggy Soldier: I have failed to see this plant so far this year but on Sep 18
Brian Fellows found lots of it flowering at the Prinsted market garden plot
Black Knapweed (Centaurea nigra): On Sep 18 the Durlston Rangers log
mentioned that Lesser Knapweed (C. nemoralis) was flowering there. I had
not heard of this species and I find that Stace notes that .. "British botanists
have been unable to maintain a distinction between C. nigra and C.
nemoralis " so he does not admit it as either a species or subspecies though he
does admit that the name is used to refer to plants with smaller proportions than
normal Black Knapweed
Holly: This week I noticed fully red Holly berries among other trees laden
with fully ripe Hawthorn fruit
Galingale (Cyperus longus): Brian Fellows has a photo on his website (see
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-827-galingale-birdham--16.09.09.jpg ) of
this plant which he found growing on a roadside at Birdham on the east shore of
Chichester Harbour. It is clearly different from the fairly common garden escape
American Galingale both in its extended inflorescence and its long 'leaves'
which are technically bracts since they occur at the base of the flowers.
Galingale is native to Britain and can be found in a wild state in marshy
situations but I suspect this plant originated with a gardener who wanted to be
'one up' on the others who plant the American version . This is the first time that
either I or Brian have come across this elegant species.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: 4+ seen off the south Devon shore on Sep 16 - the
fourth report of them in the Channel which I have seen since 30 were off the
Channel Islands on Aug 30
Bottle-nosed Whale: A very unexpected appearance by one of these off the
Bournemouth coast, apparently feeding happily on shoals of Mackerel from Sep
15 to 17 at least. This is a deep water species normally feeding on Squid in water
that is at least 1000 feet deep and only coming into coastal waters when sick or
confused - last year at the beginning of August one beached itself on mud off
Langstone village where a blood sample showed it to be very sick and it was then
'put down', before that one was found in the Thames at London and died during
attempts to get it out to sea again. The current animal shows all signs of good
health at the moment - the Dorest bird website has a great picture of it 'sitting up
and looking around' with half its body vertically out of the water and I hear that it
has been seen to hurl its whole body clear of the water.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP14 - 20 (WEEK 37 OF 2009)

Sat 19 Sep
Flowers on Portsdown
This afternoon I walked along the south face of Portsdown from Fort Widley to
Fort Southwick, coming back by a slightly higher path and going round the north
side of Fort Widley. During this outing I logged 61 plant species still in flower
with Eyebright clearly the most numerous, though there were still plenty of
Harebells which had been dominant on my last visit.
Unexpected flowers were Common Gromwell (most plants have long gone to
seed but one young plant had a single new flower) and Tansy (plants reflowering where they had re-grown after being recently mown). Also of interest
were Musk Thistle, Ploughman's Spikenard and Betony while pink Spindle
Berries gave a lovely touch of autumn colour. Disappointingly I found no trace of
Autumn Ladies Tresses which I have not seen this autumn.
Not many butterflies on the wing but still plenty of Small Whites and tatty
Meadow Browns. The best of the butterflies was a fresh male Brimstone
and a fly by Red Admiral. Also of interest were two 'woolly bear' Fox Moth
caterpillars on the ground seeking somewhere to pupate.
Mon 14 Sep
Langstone South Moors and Budds Farm
A Chiffchaff was singing in my garden this morning before I took a walk down
to the South Moors. En route I had a few surprises in finding Enchanter's
Nightshade, Small-flowered Cranesbill, Narrow-leaved Pepperwort and
Lesser Sea-Spurrey all re-flowering by dry road sides in Havant.
Alongside the Langbrook Stream Gipsywort and Common Comfrey were still
in flower and on the South Moors there was still a good show of Devils Bit
Scabious, Greater Bird's Foot Trefoil and some Marsh Ragwort. Also seen
in the long grass was a full grown Wasp Spider which will soon be laying her
eggs and departing this life, leaving her eggs hanging suspended from a group of
grass stems which she has joined at the tips to form an arch under which the
eggs are suspended in a small version of a Japanese paper lantern (well worth
looking out for in the near future).
Over the Budds Farm pools were some 30 Sand Martins, but no other
hirundines, and on the water it seemed as if a few more Gadwall had flown in to
join the summer-resident Swan pair which still had all five cygnets with
them. Both Southern Hawker and Migrant Hawker dragonflies were seen here
before I set off home along the seawall.
At the mouth of the Langbrook Stream what I took to be the Langstone Pond
Swan pair were present but with only five cygnets, not the six which they
had up to last week (the missing bird is more likely to have wandered off to start
its independent life rather than to have succumbed to a dog or fox).
Going back up the Billy Trail I noticed a Holly tree laden with fully red
berries as well as many Hawthorns laden with their ripe fruit

SUMMARY FOR AUG 31 - SEP 6 (WEEK 35 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: One was off the French coast near Cap Gris-nez on both
Sep 4 and 5 - also on Sep 5 a count of 10 (plus 1 Great Northern) came from
the outer Hebrides.
Red-necked Grebe: At least two, maybe three, were off Cap Gris-nez on Sep 5
Black-necked Grebe: The juvenile which appeared on the Drayton pit lake east
of Chichester on Aug 28 was still there on Aug 30
Cornish Seawatch on Aug 28: Strong westerly winds brought large numbers
of many species of seabird to the north coast of Cornwall on the morning of
Friday Aug 28 and the best place to see them seems to have been Pendeen on
the north side of the 'toe' of Cornwall not far from Lands End. The aftermath of
this event continued to give good sightings until the Bank Holiday. One of the
birders at Pendeen on Aug 28 was Lee Evans who had been visiting
Worcestershire and Gloucestershire on the previous day, ticking off Sabine's
Gull and Wryneck, and who decided to drive on to Cornwall that night, reaching
Pendeen around 2am and grabbing a couple of hours sleep before getting out to
the watchpoint for a 6:15 am start.
Fea's Petrel: See my Weekly Summary for Week 34 for more about this species.
Three reports from Cornwall on Aug 30 and 31, none of them fully certain with a
more definite sighting in the Lands End area on Sep 2. Back at Pendeen on Sep 3
a possible Madeiran Petrel was reported
Cory's Shearwater: Two claimed at Pendeen on Aug 28 and a further probable
on Aug 31. A further four were seen at Pendeen on Sep 3 and 95 were reported
off Cabo Ajo (north coast of Spain near Santander) on Sep 5 (there had been 175
there on Aug 29)
Great Shearwater: Five claimed at Pendeen on Aug 28 and one more on Sep 3
Sooty Shearwater: The watchers at Pendeen on Aug 28 reported more than
400. On Aug 29 Cabo Ajo on the north coast of Spain reported 258 of them and
on Aug 31 there were still 54 off Gwennap near Lands End. A further surge in
sightings brought five reports on Sep 2 (including one seen from Sandy Point on
Hayling) when 13 were off Dungeness, 177 off Portland, 109 off Lands End and
582 off Berry Head near Torbay in South Devon. On Sep 3 two were seen passing
Worthing and there was another flurry of sightings across the Channel on Sep 5
with 42 off Cap Gris-nez, 106 further west off Normandy and 143 off the north
coast of Spain
Manx Shearwater: These are always around but counts of 228 off Porthgwarra
near Lands End on Sep 2 and 436 off Normandy on Sep 4 were unusual

Mediterranean Shearwater (Puffinus yelkouan): Just one claimed as a
possible at Pendeen on Aug 28 and two possibles off South Devon (Berry Head
near Torbay) on Sep 2
Balearic Shearwater: More than 50 seen from Pendeen on Aug 28 (but I see
that there was a count of 58 at Gwennap near Land's End on July 25). On Sep 2
there were 145 off Berry Head in south Devon (and one seen from Milford west
of Lymington).
Little Shearwater (Puffinus assimilis): This was a new species for me when
I found one reported at Pendeen on Aug 28. I gather the species is very
numerous in the southern oceans but a rarity in British waters with some 25
records past records and another three definite sightings this year (off the Irish
coast on Aug 20, at Pendeen on Aug 28 and at Hurlstone Point in Somerset on
Aug 29). It does breed as far north as the Azores and Canaries. Wikipaedia tells
us .. "At 25-30 cm in length with a 58-67 cm wingspan, it is like a small Manx
Shearwater but has proportionally shorter and broader wings, with a pale area
on the inner flight feathers"
Wilson's Storm Petrel: 2 off Pendeen on Aug 28 and another one there on Sep
3
European Storm Petrel: Porthgwarra near Lands End reported 30 on Aug 30
and 40 on Sep 3
Leach's Petrel: First report which I have seen this year was of one near
Newquay in Cornwall on Sep 3, followed by singles on the Dutch and French
coasts on Sep 5
Cattle Egret: The bird which arrived in the Lymington/Keyhaven area on Aug 19
was still there on Sep 5 and another bird was seen briefly by the River Test
immediately north of the M27 in the Lee area on Aug 30
Little Egret: These are not often seen crossing the Channel but on Aug 30 two
were seen flying in from the south at Portland. On Sep 4 a group of 18 were
keeping out of the wind in the Wade Court pony field north of Langstone Pond
and on Sep 5 the high tide roost at Gutner Point (east coast of Hayling) had 58
birds
Great White Egret: The rather elusive bird at the Ringwood Blashford lakes
which had been seen on Aug 24 was flushed again on Aug 29. The much more
reliable bird at the Dungeness RSPB reserve was still there on Sep 1. Sandwich
Bay had a brief sighting of one on Aug 30.
Pale Bellied Brent: I have already reported the arrival of 41 in the Hebrides on
Aug 29 but a subsequent look at news from the Scillies shows that one was on
Tresco on Aug 28 and still there on Aug 29

Egyptian Goose: On Aug 31 John Clark found 51 of these at the Eversley gravel
pits (just in Hampshire on the Berkshire border) and went on to find 'a further 48'
just over the border at Moor Green.
Wigeon: 10 seen in Pagham Harbour on Aug 30 - the first double figure count
since April - increasing to 13 on Sep 3
Pintail: 25 reported at Pagham Harbour, also on Aug 30
Blue-winged Teal: It would seem that the bird which made a brief stop at
Titchfield Haven on Aug 28 moved to the IBM Lake at Portsmouth where many
birders saw it on Aug 31. Steve Copsey was among the many birders to see it
there and has put his photos on the Three Amigos website - well worth a look at
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo/11954/Blue+Winged+Teal+at+IBM.html
to see the size of the bird in comparison to Mallard and for a glimpse of the 'blue
wing' (and also to see the effect of Canada Geese tearing up manicured grass by
the roots, then shitting on the bare ground to encourage 'weed' growth). Steve's
entry also has photos of the Grey Phalarope at the Farlington Deeps that day.
The best picture (of the bird in flight, showing the full speculum) is now picture
of the month on the HOS website - see
http://www.hos.org.uk/home_page_pom.jpg
Pochard: With the extraordinary exception of the flock of 1187 Pochard which
dropped in on the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Aug 7 my last 'spring' record of
Pochard was of 3 at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) on June 25 (though I am
sure there have been small numbers of breeding birds and their young at various
south coast sites during the summer). A new report of 10 at the Blashford Lakes
on Sep 4 probably indicates the start of birds returning to spend the winter with
us.
Honey Buzzard: One seen over Folkestone on Aug 28 is paltry in comparison to
the 1322 recorded passing through the southern Pyrenees on Aug 30. By Sep 3 it
seems that the main passage was nearing the crossing point at Gibralter,
indicated by a count of 522 over Mirador de las Aquilas (southern coast of Spain
east of Gibralter). Just one passed over Dungeness on Sep 4 and there were
probably 5 over the Low Countries on Sep 5
Marsh Harrier: More of these are now on the move with reports of 10 over
Dungeness on Sep 4 and another 11 over there on Sep 5
Sparrowhawk: 11 of these over Dungeness on Sep 5
Rough-legged Buzzard: One passing over the town of Lingen in Germany
(near the Dutch border between Amserdam and Hanover) is the first I have
heard of this autumn
Osprey: On Aug 31 one of the many now heading south flew over the Langstone
South Moors and on down Langstone Harbour where it was probably the bird
seen by watchers of the Grey Phalarope at the Farlington Marshes Deeps that
day. On Sep 5 two were over the Thornham Marshes area of Thorney Island, and

singles were reported at Titchfield Haven, Keyhaven (Lymington) and
Christchurch Harbour
Merlin: More of these are probably coming south following the migrating
Meadow Pipits. One was at Portland on Sep 1, another at Durlston on Sep 4,
and on Sep 5 there was one at Durlston and another at Christchurch Harbour
Spotted Crake: The only reports in the current news are of one in Devon on
Aug 30 and another in Cornwall on Aug 31 (this bird may have stayed at
Marazion until Sep 4 at least.
Little Crake: First report for the year is of one at Radipole (Weymouth ) on Sep
5
Corncrake: Another first report for the year with one on St Mary's in the Scillies
on Sep 3
Ringed Plover: The high tide roost at Black Point on Hayling included 50 on Sep
1
Dotterel: Late news of a juvenile in Cornwall on Aug 23. More recently there
were three reports on Aug 29 (Devon. Scillies and Belgium) and one on Aug 30 at
Sandwich Bay, still there on the beach after arriving on Aug 28 and not in the
least worried by many close photographers. On Sep 1 there were three at one
Dutch site and on Sep 4 one was reported in Normandy
Golden Plover: A flock of 70 flew over the Newhaven Tide Mills on Sep 1 and
two flew east at Brownwich (west of Titchfield Haven) on Sep 5
Knot: Now becoming fairly common with a count of 30 in Pagham Harbour on
Aug 30 (by Sep 5 there were 122 on the French coast near Cap Gri-nez)
Baird's Sandpiper: First report for the year come from Cornwall where there
were two separate birds on Sep 3 with one seen again on Sep 4
Curlew Sandpiper: Latest reports include 6 at Sandwich Bay on Aug 30 with 2
in Pagham Harbour that day, the long staying bird at Lymington/Keyhaven still
there on Sep 2 and one at Black Point (Hayling) on Sep 1
Purple Sandpiper: We have already reported the first of the autumn at Portland
on Aug 25 but the only reports since then have come from across the Channel
with one at Cap Gris-nez on Sep 4 and probably the same bird at nearby Le
Clipon on Sep 5
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: What may be the same bird that was seen on the
Scillies on Aug 16 and 17 has been reported there again on Aug 28 and 29
Black-tailed Godwit: An estimated 150 birds were in the Hook/Warsash area
on Sep 2 when up to 30 had been recently seen at Pulborough Brooks. Latest
news of numbers building up in Chichester Harbour come from the western

stretch from Chichester Marina up the Fishbourne Channel with with at least 135
there on Sep 5
Bar-tailed Godwit: No big flocks of these along the central south coast so far
this autumn so a probable single seen at the water's edge between Warblington
and Northney (Hayling) on Sep 4 may be the first back in that part of Chichester
Harbour
Lesser Yellowlegs: One still on the Scillies on Aug 28 (first reported on Aug 12)
Wilson's Phalarope: The first to be reported this year was on the Exminster
Marshes south of Exeter in Devon from Sep 2 to 5 at least
Red-necked Phalarope: No further reports of the Lymington bird since Aug 27
but one was seen in Cornwall on Aug 28 and another (juvenile) at Folkestone on
Aug 29. Most recently there has been a report of one on Alresford Pond (north
east of Winchester) on Sep 3
Grey Phalarope: Seawatchers at Pendeen in Cornwall on Aug 28 recorded 8 of
these (and a Red-necked bird) and a single bird was near Bere Regis in Dorset
that day. Another two were at Gwennap Head (Lands End) in Cornwall on Aug 31
when one turned up at the Farlington Marshes Deeps - this latter bird was still
there on Sep 1 but looking both oiled and injured on its left side. That one has
disappeared but Pendeen has had another count of 23 on Sep 3 when one
appeared on the Longham Lakes (immediately north of Poole in Dorset), staying
to Sep 4. On Sep 5 one arrived on the sea in the Wembury Bay area of Devon
near Plymouth
Pomarine Skua: Two were seen near Land's End on Sep 2 but there have been
up to 7 in the Channel near Cap Gris-nez this week
Arctic Skua: Plenty of recent sightings including one at Sandy Point on Hayling
on Aug 30 with five off Portland on Sep 1 and a count of 75 at Gatteville on the
Normandy coast on Aug 30. More recently there have been 8 off Dungeness on
Sep 4 with at least 285 across the Channel near Cap Gris-nez on Sep 5
Long-tailed Skua: One off Morte Point in north Devon on Aug 28 and another
of Cap Gris-nez on Aug 30. On Sep 5 there were at least 2 on the French coast at
Cap Gris-nez.
Great Skua: On Sep 5 Cap Gris-Nez reported 105 and Gatteville in Normandy
had 109 but the best we could do was 6 at Portland on Sep 3
Med Gull: Around 150 were feeding in Maize stubble at Brownwich (west of
Titchfield Haven) on Sep 5
Sabine's Gull: Eight reports this week with six off Pendeen in north Cornwall on
Aug 28 and other reports from the French coast and the Outer Hebrides. On Sep
4 a juvenile was off Hartland Point in north Devon.

Ring-billed Gull: First report since last March comes from Padstow in Cornwall
on Aug 29
Lesser Blackback Gull: On Sep 5 a total of 2267 flew south along the Dutch
coast
Glaucous Gull: One at Davidstow in Cornwall on Aug 28
Kittiwake: Counts of 384 off south Devon on Sep 2 and 460 near Cap Gris-nez
on Sep 5 seem to indicate a southward movement of these gulls
Sandwich Tern: 2093 moving past Cap Gris-nez on Sep 5 with 7500 Common
Terns
Common Tern: 1025 counted coming to roost in Langstone Harbour on the
evening of Aug 31 (maybe including some of the 40,990 reported at Spurn Point
in Yorkshire on Aug 28). The Langstone Harbour roost count increased to 1450
on Sep 3 with 1100 there on Sep 4
Black Tern: Latest sightings include 2 over Ivy Lake at Chichester on Aug 30
and one coming to roost in Langstone Harbour on Aug 31 with 3 at Dungeness
on Sep 1. Across the Channel the Cap Gris-nez area had 23 on Sep 4 and 24 on
Sep 5.
American Black Tern (Chlidonias niger surinamensis): One seems to have
been blown across the Atlantic with the hurricane which has also brought the
great mass of seabirds (and probably the Blue-winged Teal) and has been at
Farmoor Reservoir (just off the A34 north west of Oxford) from Sep 1 to 3 but
not thereafter. This seems to be a first for mainland Britain though there were
singles in Ireland in July 2006 and Sep 2007. Also seen at Farmoor on Sep 3 was
a White-winged Black Tern
Puffin des Anglais: It seems that French speakers use this name for the Manx
Shearwater (which has the scientifc name of Puffinus puffinus). I had not come
across this quirk of taxonomy until this week.
Ring-necked Parakeet: Last week I reported a flock of 84 of these Parakeets
flying south over the Thanet area of Kent and this week there is a report of 18 of
them 'mercilessly harrying a Marsh Harrier' over Sandwich Bay on Sep 4
Short-eared Owl: The first report since May is of one at Portland on Aug 31
Nightjar: One was seen at Dungeness on Sep 5
Swift: On Sep 1 two were over the Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough and
another two over the Ordnance Survey offices in Southampton. Two more went
over Durlston on Sep 2, one was at Titchfield Haven on Sep 3 and one over
Andover on Sep 4

Kingfisher: More are now being seen at coastal sites - one flew up the River
Ems at Emsworth on Sep 4 and on Sep 5 one was seen at Farlington Marshes and
two in the Lower Test area near Southampton
Wryneck: One at Beer in Devon on Aug 30 and 31 with another at Durlston on
Aug 31 and one in a Sussex garden on Sep 1 - altogether 11 sightings between
Aug 29 and Sep 5
Shorelark: The bird which was first seen on the Isle of Wight (West High Down)
on Aug 29 was still there on Sep 5
Hirundines: Sep 3 brought the start of a mass exodus of these with counts of
around 1000 Sand Martins in Oxfordshire on Sep 3 and up to 1500 Sand
Martins over the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood on Sep 3 and 4. Fewer Swallows
were moving but Christchurch Harbour noted 450 on Sep 5. More than 1000
House Martins were over the Blashford Lakes on Sep 3 and by Sep 5 two birds
which had stayed behind in the Leigh Park area of Havant, using an artificial next
box as a night roost only, had left. On Sep 5 a mixed flock of around 1000
hirundines were present over the Blashford Lakes
Departing/relocating summer birds: Peak counts from the latest news are
Tree Pipit (21), Meadow Pipit (370), Yellow Wagtail (40), Grey Wagtail (9), Pied
Wagtail (25), White Wagtail (1), Black Redstart (1), Common Redstart (7),
Whinchat (7), Wheatear (50), Grasshopper Warbler (1), Sedge Warbler (3), Reed
Warbler (20), Lesser Whitethroat (10), Common Whitethroat (50), Garden
Warbler (5), Blackcap (500), Wood Warbler (1), Chiffchaff (76), Willow Warbler
(60), Spotted Flycatcher (5), Pied Flycatcher (3), Tree Sparrow (7), Reed Bunting
(1)
Citrine Wagtail: A juvenile was at Marazion in Cornwall from Aug 29 to Sep 2 at
least
White Wagtail: Portland had its first for the autumn on Sep 4 and the Blashford
Lakes had one on Sep 5
Black Redstart: The first autumn movment brought one to the Wyke Regis area
of Weymouth on Sep 5
Wheatear: More than 30 were along the south Hayling shore on Aug 29. Other
counts that day were of 12 at Lymington, 12 at Farlington Marshes, and 21 at
Hope Gap near Beachy Head. 50 were at Portland on Sep 5
Fieldfare: One at a Dutch site on Sep 1 was the first to get a mention since April
Icterine Warbler: One in Devon on Aug 31
Melodious Warbler: One at Portland on Aug 31 and a probable at Christchurch
Harbour on Sep 4
Blackcap: 500 recorded at the Whitbread Hollow ringing station on Beachy Head
on Aug 30 (when one at Portland was the first seen there this autumn) indicates

an early mass exodus of these birds. (Last year the peak count of 300 at Beachy
Head came on Sep 12)
Chiffchaff: These are at last seriously on the move with five sites reporting a
significant increase in numbers on Sep 5
Firecrest: Steve Keen heard one singing in the grounds of Osborne House (IoW)
during a family day out on Aug 31
Pied Flycatcher: Up to three have been in trees east of the Texaco garage
which you pass on your left as soon as you drive onto Hayling heading south
from Aug 24 to Sep 5 among tits and a variety of other migrants that have
included up to 3 Spotted Flycatchers, Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs, a
Redstart, a Wheatear and both Yellow and Pied Wagtails in nearby fields
Treecreeper: One caught in ringers nets at Sandwich Bay on Aug 30 was
unexpected there
Red-backed Shrike: Juvenile still at the Dungeness RSPB site on Sep 1
Raven: One was seen over Hayling Island on both Sep 4 (at Sandy Point) and
Sep 5 (at Northney)
Rose-coloured Starling: One in Cornwall on Aug 31 and one at Portland from
Sep 1 to 5 at least
Tree Sparrow: 7 at Dungeness on Sep 4 seem to have been the first on the
move this autumn
Common Rosefinch: One reported at Durlston on Sep 5
Reed Bunting: One at Portland on Sep 1 is the first indication of their autumn
movement. 7 seen in the Brownwich area near Titchfield Haven on Sep 5 may
have been resident there but were presumably gathering into a mobile flock
Corn Bunting: A flock of 17 on the Downs above Brighton on Aug 31 probably
indicates that they are now on the move
Escapes: A noisy Blue and Yellow Macaw seen on Aug 31 somewhere in
Sussex and on Sep 5 both the Cape Barren Goose and a Zebra Finch were
seen at Titchfield Haven
INSECTS
Dragonflies
One Common Darter in the Portland moth trap on Aug 31 was the only news
for the week until I saw a Common Darter in my Havant garden on Sep 6 (the
first I have seen this year - in previous years I have normally seen them from the
end of June onwards)
Butterflies
28 species reported this week

Swallowtail: One had been reported on Aug 22 in the Robertsbridge area
near Hastings and was assumed to be a migrant from the continent but
another sighting of one in the same place on Aug 27 might suggest a local
breeder?
Clouded Yellow: Six recent sightings on the south coast at Steyning near
Worthing, Brading (IoW), Mount Caburn near Lewes (5 seen there) and
Friston near Eastbourne (3) may suggest the arrival of new immigrants.
Clouded Yellow is also in the news as the last of all 58 British species to
be tracked down by a journalist from The Independent in the 'Great
British Butterfly Hunt' during the summer - that find was made at the
Steyning site. For a full account of the hunt and its climax see
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/uk-butterflies/victorydeclared-in-great-butterfly-hunt-1782105.html The journalist behind this
Butterfly Hunt is Mike McCarthy who will be giving a talk in Havant
on Oct 2 as a highlight of the annual Havant Literary Festival - and it so
happens that I recently had the following request from Brian Clarke to
advertise Mike's talk.
Brian said .. "I have persuaded Mike McCarthy, author of the hugelypraised "Say Goodbye to the Cuckoo", Environment Editor of The
Independent and one of my closest friends, to come and talk at this year's
Havant Literary Festival - see the Oct 2 programme listed at
http://www.havantlitfest.org.uk. Mike's book is a lyrical lament for the
decline of migratory birds - a decline, he says, that is just one more sign
that planet earth isn't working properly any more. He takes a range of
iconic species and discusses their place in nature, history and our culture and the pressures on them and the possible reasons for their falling
numbers". (If you want a copy of Mike's book it is now on sale in the
Nineveh bookshop in The Pallant, backing onto the Waitrose store in
Havant)
Marbled White: Still being reported at Durlston on Aug 30
Moths
September Thorn (1915 Ennomos erosaria): First report from
Pulborough Brooks on Aug 28
Convolvulus Hawkmoth (1972 Agrius convolvuli): Two seen in
Sussex on Aug 26 were the sixth and seventh for the year but the first in
Sussex. Another two were seen on Sep 4 and 5, one at Plumpton near
Lewes and the other at Westfield near Hastings - both these were feeding
on Tobacco plants
Striped Hawkmoth (1990 Hyles lineata): One at Portland on Aug 29
was the second there this year (after one on June 1) and the seventh for
the south coast this year

Square-spot Rustic (2134 Xestia xanthographa): First for the year in
the Henfield area on Aug 31
Dark Crimson Underwing (2455 Catocala sponsa): A great first for
the year in Jeff Goodridge's Southsea trap on Aug 29
Caterpillars: On Aug 26 two Large White butterfly caterpillars were
seen munching up the fresh pupa of a Small White (perhaps it still
smelt/tasted of the food that the unfortunate Small White had been
eating?). On Aug 30 Michael Prior found an Elephant Hawkmoth
caterpillar on the floor of the conservatory at his Rowlands Castle house
and John Goodspeed has heard of others seen recently in Emsworth as the
move from the food plants on which they are well concealed to find
somewhere to pupate in the ground. On Sep 1 Rye Harbour reported the
first webs of this year's tiny Brown-tail moth caterpillars
Other Insects
Robber Fly: On on the Sussex Downs above the Cuckmere valley
(photgraphed with what looks like a large Flesh Fly in its mouth) on Aug 21
was at least the sixth to be reported this year after years of no news
Ladybirds: On Aug 31 someone called Nick Hando returned to Thanet in
Kent for a family visit and while there took a stroll along the seawall at
Minnis Bay (at the west end of the Margate built up area) and then wrote ..
"all the following were on the small length (c.100m long) of taller wall
topped by black railings which stretches from the Roman perimeter wall to
the sluice on the west side of the Oyster Farm:
7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata 100+
10-spot Ladybird Adalia 10-punctata 3
14-spot Ladybird Propylea 14-punctata 2
Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis 2
Pine Ladybird Exochomus 4-pustulatus 1
Cream-spot Ladybird Calvia 14-guttata 1
Larch Ladybird Aphidecta obliterata 1
Small Brown Ladybird Rhyzobius litura 1
Looking through this list I was made aware not only of the large number of
Ladybirds that exist in Britain but also to the fact that many of them are
able to fly across the Channel. One thing standing out in this list is that
there are two different species of 14-spot Ladybirds and that the
group of Ladybirds has several Genera (at least 14 families in the
small group of species that I am aware of). One particular thing that
emerged from a discussion of the identity of the Larch Ladybird
(Aphidecta obliterata) which is tiny, a dull brown colour with any black
markings on it pale and indistinct, is that, while few are ever noticed or
reported, it may well be the commonest species in Britain.

Stripe-winged Grasshopper (Stenobothrus lineatus): This gets its
first mention for the year at Durlston on Aug 30
Western Conifer Seed Bug (Leptoglossus occidentalis): This large
American species, which arrived in Europe only a few years ago in a
shipment of timber to Italy and has since spread across the continent,
made its annual appearance in Britain on Aug 24 when one was found at
Hastings. On Aug 31 three more turned up at Hastings with one at Portland
and on Sep 1 one was seen at Dungeness. For a good picture showing the
size of the insect on a man's thumb see
http://www.portlandbirdobs.org.uk/wp_western_conifer_seed_bug_2_0109
09_500.jpg
Bridge Spider (Larinioides sclopetarius): I commented on this species in my
last weekly summary (Week 34) and on Sep 2 I confirmed to my own satisfaction
that the many spider webs to be found there - along the line of lights illuminating
the underpass under the A27 which carries the Langbrook Stream (as well as the
footpath) under the road - are of this species.
PLANTS
Little to report so far this week except that autumn is now bringing second
flowerings of many species. One newcomer which I have not seen since the
spring is Hairy Bittercress. Also becoming commonplace again after being a
rarity during the summer months is Red Deadnettle.
Tree Mallow: This was re-flowering alongside Slipper Road at Emsworth on Sep
4
Common Gorse: Also re-flowering (first for this autumn) by the Slipper Road in
Emsworth on Sep 4
Ivy: This is one of just two first flowerings of the year - I see that it was
flowering in Wiltshire on Sep 1 and I found it in Havant on Sep 2. On Sep 5 it was
flowering in Brian Fellows' Emsworth garden and in The Pallant in Havant
Tamarisk: Lots of fresh flowers along the Warblington seawall on Sep 4
Argentinian Vervain (Verbena bonariensis): This prominent garden flower
had self sown plants in the pavement edge of my road in Havant on Sep 3
Autumn Oxeye: Plants of this autumn flowering Ox-eye Daisy look-alike could
be seen in St Faith's church yard in Havant pm Sep 1
Butcher's Broom: First flowers found in Mill Lane at Langstone on Sep 2
Grasses: I do not normally mention grasses among the flowering plants but two
species caught my attention this week - one was the first Cockspur Grass I

have seen this year (growing below the west wall of St Faith's churchyard,
opposite the Robin Hood pub, where bird seed has fallen to the ground) - the
other was the small, rigid, curved Fern Grass which I came across in the
twitchel leading from Grove Road to Wade Court Road in Havant
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: A pod of 30 seen off the Channel Isles on Aug 30
Hedgehog: A road casualty corpse on the road outside Fairfield School in Havant
on Sep 3
Water Vole: Two seen in Brook Meadow streams at Emsworth on Sep 3 brought
the total of reported sightings there to 121 for the year so far. Water Voles were
also in the news this week in connection with work to restore the Chichester
Canal - in places this involved fixing boards against the banks to hold them up
but conservationists object as this prevents the Voles from creating burrows in
the banks.
Large Black Slug (Arion ater): No doubt there are plenty of these out at night
but heavy rain this week brought them out by day - on Aug 31 four pairs were
seen mating in full view on pathways and I saw three singles as I walked round
the Langstone are in rain on Sep 2
Trigger Fish (Balistes carolinensis): This species was new to me when I saw
it reported on the Durlston website on Sep 1 but the European Sea Anglers
website indicates that they are quite common in coastal waters to a depth of 180
metres, though there are more of them along the east coast of North America
than along the eastern Atlantic shore. The fish grow to 40cm in length and are
oval in shape when seen from the side, not the normal elongated elipse shape of
most fish. The Durlston entry tells us that if a predator attacks them they react
by erecting a set of sharp spines pointing upwards from the centre of
their 'back' and this is the origin of the Trigger name. The Sea Anglers
website has a lengthier entry telling us that they feed on Shrimps, Crabs, Sea
Urchins and other creatures found on the seabed including a species
called Sand Dollar which I had not heard of before.
It seems that Sand Dollars are a sort of cross between a Sea Urchin and a
large round shellfish, and they bury themselves under sand when not active.
To eat them the Trigger Fish positions itself head down above the sand and
squirts a jet of water downwards to scatter the sand and hopefully to expose a
Sand Dollar, which will have its hard 'shell' upwards. The fish grabs the edge of
the 'shell', lifts the Sand Dollar and then drops it, hoping the prey will land
upside down, exposing its soft under belly to the teeth of the fish (it may take
several attempts to achieve this!)
Compass Jellyfish (Chrysaora hysoscella): These were also seen at Durlston
on Sep 1. They are quite large (can be 30 cm across) and get their name from
the brown spots around the edge of the top side (when seen from above the

brown spots around the periphery of the white disc make it look slightly like the
disc of a ship's compass). ARKIVE tells us that the adult jellyfish start off as males
before later becoming females - no contact is involved in their sex life which
involves the males issuing sperm through their mouths (their only bodily orifice)
and the females sucking it in through their mouths. In the autumn the females
give birth to tiny free swimming larvae which settle on some hard surface and
become static polyps through the winter. In spring they give birth (without
further sex) to tiny Jellyfish which grow into the adults now bieng seen at
Durlston. The sting from this species is unlikely to cause you much pain unless
you are swimming and get stung on the face.
Portuguese Man-of-War: The first of these for this summer were washed up
on the Chesil Bank at Weymouth on Aug 5 and now more have been seen at
Durlston on Sep 1
Fungi: Still no autumn outburst of fungi but on Sep 2 I came on a large display
of what I think had been Coprinus lagopus (a large form of the Japanese
Umbrella type of toadstool). They were all 'past their best' and were growing on
wood chippings beside the Hayling Billy Trail
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 31 - SEP 6 (WEEK 35 OF 2009)
Wed 2 Sep
A walk in the rain
After a dull and windy morning light rain set in just when I was able to get out
for some fresh air but I did not let that deter me from my objective of finding
Butcher's Broom in flower which I did in Mill Lane at Langstone (on the ancient
bush which the owner of the West Mill has tried, but failed, to supplant with a
Hydrangea to make his gateway more colourful). Last year I did not find the
first Butcher's Broom flowers until Sep 23 but I felt sure they should be out
earlier along with Ivy flowers which also start to appear at this time and, guess
what, a single Ivy flower was open today, also in Mill Lane (my pleasure at this
find was somewhat dampened this evening when I saw on the Hants Butterfly
website that Ivy flowers were open in Wiltshire yesterday)
The only other surprise today was the sight of a swathe of Coprinus toadstools
on wood chips beside the Hayling Billy Trail - these were of the 'Japanese
Umbrella' type but quite large and may have been Coprinus lagopus but
when I saw them they were in the last stages of decay - today's rain should bring
up a lot more fungi.
On reaching the South Moors I saw that the planking laid across the Moors to
allow vehicles to lay the new pipeline to Hayling have now bee removed - I
wonder if anything new will grow in the soil that is temporarily bereft of its
normal grass covering?
Coming back up the Langbrook stream I had a look at the spider webs which
abound around the strip lights along the A27 underpass for the stream and the
footpath. In the past I had thought these webs were of the unstructured type

with random threads criss-crossing each other but I saw today that the majority
were of the circular orb-web type making it the more likely that they are made by
the Bridge Spiders on which I commented in my last Weekly Summary (see
links there to more detail about this species).
One of the last things I saw was the bright yellow of a Grey Wagtail flying up
from the Homewell spring in Havant (where the water is now brightened with the
Ranunculus baudotii flowers) and as I walked up Homewell Street past the
Robin Hood pub I had my first sight of Cockspur Grass (of birdseed origin) for
the year. Another splash of yellow came earlier when nearing the main road on
the Hayling Billy Trail section - one flower left on the Welsh Poppy plant.
Tue 1 Sep
Autumn starts here
Today brought a reminder that we have now reached the time of year when the
rules about when plants flower are forgotten and everything is possible with
every species taking advantage of any second chance to pepetuate itself.
I made no special outing today but I did take a long detour on my way to the
shops during which I came on several plants I have not found for some time one was Small-flowered Cranesbill in Juniper Square (where the Green
Amaranth is still flowering), another was a cluster of Stone Parsley plants in
fresh flower, and another was Mouse-ear Hawkweed re-flowering in St Faith's
Churchyard (where Autumn Oxeye - the Ox-eye Daisy look-alike which
flourishes at this time of year - was out). Even more significant was my first sight
of Hairy Bittercress which I have not seen since the spring
Mon 31 Aug
A Bank Holiday cycle ride
I was not able to get out until mid-afternoon and decided to ride to Nutbourne to
see if by any chance the Dwarf Mallow (Malva neglecta) plants could still be
seen in the orchards, then have a look for Slender Hare's Ear on the Thorney
west seawall.
In 2006 the Mallow could be seen flowering throughSeptember and into October
in the Nutbourne orchards and the Prinsted 'market garden plot' but in 2007 I
only found the plants at Prinsted and I have not found them anywhere last year
or this. Today my only interest in the orchard area was the sound of many
Starlings 'singing' in the hedges - perhaps they have started their autumn
invasion? While still in Farm Lane I had a look at the Strawberry Tree just east
of Rose Cottage - no flowers yet but the reddish tendrils were hanging down to
show where the flowers will soon appear (last year the tree in Emsworth Slipper
Road was in flower by Oct 9 but in 2007 I found flowers on the Northney Church
tree on Sep 4 and at Slipper Road on Sep 13)
Arriving in the Thorney Little Deeps area I noted that Shoveler were the most
numerous duck on the water (but there were only half a dozen of them!) and my
attention soon switched to some 400 Black-headed Gulls interweaving in
low flight over Eames Farm fields where they were presumably feeding on
flying ants.

At the west end of the Great Deeps I looked for Slender Hare's Ear at the
bottom of the seawall but could only find a couple of tiny specimens past
flowering. Heading back north I did better where Brian Fellows had found a good
show on Aug 12 - here the plants were large and prominent but well past
flowering. This is probably a good place to look for them next summer (or even
later in September if the rain revives them) - Brian gave a map ref of SU 75140464 but if you haven't got your GPS with you go south from the Little Deeps
with an eye on the reeds growing along the fence line on the far side of the
'canal' - where the reeds peter ou t there is a large square fence post and my
find was opposite this point.
SUMMARY FOR AUG 24 - 30 (WEEK 34 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: First mention of approaching winter birds comes in two
reports of this species heading south. On Aug 28 one flew south past the river
Tyne on the east coast and on Aug 29 one was seen leaving the Outer Hebrides
Great Northern Diver: One of these also flew south from the Hebrides on Aug
29
Red-necked Grebe: First autumn report is a second-hand one of a bird seen in
Langstone Harbour on Aug 24. Some years ago one appeared at this time of year
on the IBM Lake at Portsmouth and I assumed (from its handsome plumage with
a 'red neck') that it must be an adult but then learnt that autumn adults are in
drab moult plumage while juveniles will already have acquired smart first winter
plumage.
Black-necked Grebe: A young bird was on the Drayton Gravel pit on Aug 28 not the first of the autumn as one in adult plumage had been seen in the
Bracklesham area west of Selsey on Aug 9
Fea's Petrel (Pterodroma feae): A sighting of this species was claimed on Aug
23 by Dorset birders on a boat in Lyme Bay. I had not previously heard of the
species but a little research revealed that this species is also called the Cape
Verde Petrel as its only breeding colony is on the Cape Verde islands. The
species is very closely related to Madeira Petrel and seems to share the same
Euring number (26) though it is separable from it in the hand by having a
narrower, shorter bill and shorter wings. To add to the confusion I find that the
Maderia Petrel (Petrodroma madeira) is also called Zino's Petrel by some!
Sooty Shearwater: 19 were off the Devon coast on Aug 26 when 3 were seen
from Portland. On Aug 29 just one was off Portland but across the Channel Cap
Gris-nez reported 42 (and 258 went past a site in southern Spain along with 175
Cory's)
Balearic Shearwater: Numbers of these are also up with 35 off south Devon on
Aug 26 when 11 were seen from Portland. On Aug 27 a site in Normandy

reported 23 and on Aug 29 Cap Gris-nez had 25. For those interested in seabirds
Russell Wynn posted the following on Hoslist on Aug 28 .. "The SeaWatch SW
website has recently been updated as we reach the halfway point of the 2009
field season. To view this month's bumper news edition see:
http://www.seawatch-sw.org "
Bittern: First to return to a Hampshire site this autumn was one at Titchfield
Haven on Aug 25
Cattle Egret: The bird which arrived at Iley Lake on the Lymington Marshes on
Aug 19 was still being seen there on Aug 29
Great White Egret: The bird which turned up at the Dungeness RSPB reserve
on Aug 15 was still there on Aug 28 but more exciting for Hampshire birders is a
sighting of one back on the ground at the Balshford Lakes on Aug 24 (one flew
over there on July 21 but did not land). Across the Channel one Dutch site had 21
on Aug 27 and on Aug 28 one was seen as far north as Spurn Point south of
Yorkshire
White Stork: An indication of movement now taking place on the continent
comes on Aug 27 from a pass through the southern end of the Pyrenees which
reported the following during an all day count .. Black Stork 1, Sparrowhawk
22, White Stork 71, Osprey 2, Honey Buzzard 412, European Bee-eater
92, Black Kite 6, Tawny Pipit 1, Short-toed Eagle 2, Tree Pipit 8, Marsh
Harrier 10, Montagu's Harrier 2
Spoonbill: On Aug 27 one flew over Christchurch Harbou and may have ended
up in Poole Harbour where 5 were present on Aug 29 but more may be on their
way as a Belgian site reported 61 on Aug 29
Greylag Goose: A sighting on Aug 24 at Christchurch Harbour of 16 of these
geese flying in from the east but turning north to go up the Avon Valley
presumably marks the start of an autumn build up of geese in that valley
Brent Geese: The first returning migrants can be expected in mid-September
and the few which remained here through the summer will now be through their
moult and feeling the urge to migrate which in their case only causes them to
come out of hiding and show themselves. On Aug 23 one summer bird was seen
at Lymington and on Aug 25 I saw 8 which have been in Chichester Harbour
(they were forced by the spring tide out of hiding in the gullies and saltings the
lower Thorney Channel onto Stakes Island)
Pale Bellied Brent: First news of migrants came with a report of 41 reaching
the Hebrides on Aug 29
Gadwall: One on the sea off Worthing on Aug 23 was one of many now on
passage back to our south coast and a count of more than 30 on the Drayton
lake east of Chichester on Aug 25 was a more impressive indication of this. Also
there were 20 Shoveler.

Teal: 90 were seen on the Sidlesham Ferry Pool at Pagham Harbour on Aug 23
Pintail: 12 seen in Pagham Harbour off Church Norton on Aug 25 was the
largest count I know of anywhere since April. A more surprising (to me) report
was of 20 on the southern coast of Spain on Aug 29
Blue-winged Teal: An immature male seems to have been reliably reported
from Titchfield Haven on Aug 28 and was last seen flying north but I doubt it
reached Manby in Lincolnshire within three hours to be the one reported there
the same day. I see that the species is not really related to Teal and might be
better classed with Shovelers. The Titchfield bird seems to have been the sixth
to be reported in the British Isles this year and will either have come across the
Atlantic or be an escapee from a collection
Goldeneye: Ten reported on Aug 24 from a site on the German Baltic coast
seem to be the first breeding birds heading back towards us this autumn.
Red-breasted Merganser: One was reported to be in Langstone Harbour on
Aug 24 - one was also reported there on Aug 5 and could be the female of the
pair that were in Southampton Water in June
Goosander: A flock of 27 flying south over Yorkshire on Aug 29 are some of the
first northern birds on their way to us
Honey Buzzard: One over Pulborough Brooks on Aug 23 and singles over
Portland and the North Foreland in Kent on Aug 27 do not reflect the mass
movement now occurring in Europe where I have selected 19 of the reports for
this week including counts of 76 over the Baltic shore of Germany on Aug 24 and
(all on Aug 27) 11 over a Dutch site, 31 over a Belgian site, 42 back in Holland,
and the massive count of 412 passing through the southen Pyrenees. On Aug 29
two went over Jersey (Channel Islands) and 22 over southern Spain
Montagu's Harrier: A ringtail flew over the Sidlesham Ferry Pool on Aug 27
Osprey: A total of 18 reports this week includes sightings of birds over Pagham
Harbour and over the Lower Test on Aug 23, on Aug 24 one was in the west of
Langstone Harbour, and on Aug 25 one was eating a fish on mud off Langstone
village in the morning and fishing off the Kench in the south of Langstone
Harbour in the evening - another flew over Pulborough Brooks that day. Further
reports from Langstone Harbour came on Aug 27 and 29
Red-footed Falcon: One was seen sitting on the mud of Sandwich Bay for 3
minutes on Aug 26
Hobby: Of local interest one was seen to catch a dragonfly in the Wallington
River valley north of Portsdown on Aug 27
Quail: Genuine Quail were singing in a Flax field at East Lavant (north of
Chichester) as late as Aug 23 but tiny Quail-like birds seen in long grass on
the Langstone South Moors (6 or 8 on Aug 22 and at least three still there on Aug
24) are now thought more likely to be very young Pheasants just fledged from

a late second brood. I have learnt that young Pheasants can make the short
and flutttery flights which I saw when they are only 12 days old and so still very
small and 'tail-less'. The number of birds seen and the 'baby bird' calls they made
both back up the proposal that they were Pheasants as does the fact that
Pheasants are known to occur at this site while Quail would be very
unexpected anywhere on the south coast in August.
Spotted Crake: On Aug 24 one was seen at Abbotsbury in Dorset and another
at Farlington Marshes (presumably a new arrival there and not the well watched
bird there from Aug 4 to 10). There have also been reports from the Kent Stour
Valley (2 birds there on Aug 22 and singles seen on Aug 24 and 27)
Ringed Plover: Counts were up to 210 at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 23 and
175 at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) on Aug 25. 44 Grey Plover were at the
Lymington Marshes on Aug 25 and Christchurch Harbour had 33 Knot on Aug 23
Kentish Plover: A female/immature bird was reported at Pegwell Bay (East
Kent) on Aug 27
Grey Plover: The high tide roost at Farlington Marshes on Aug 26 was estimated
to have 200 birds
Little Stint: In addition to a bird at the Lymington Marshes from Aug 23 to 27
there was an unusual count of 8 at the Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough
on Aug 24
Temminck's Stint: One was at the Pett Level pools on Rye Bay on Aug 25
Purple Sandpiper: One at Portland on Aug 25 was the first I have heard of
since May 20
Red-necked Phalarope: A juvenile was at the Lymington Marshes on Aug 25,
staying to Aug 27 at least - the first anywhere since mid June
Grey Phalarope: One was inland near Bere Regis in Dorset on Aug 27 and 28 this is the first I have heard of this autumn
Pomarine Skua: An adult was at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 26 and the
species has been reported at three continental sites on Aug 27 and 29
Arctic Skua: Increasing numbers on the English south coast with 4 off Worthing
and 7 at Dungeness on Aug 23 while Aug 25 brought 5 to Selsey Bill and 25 to
the sea off Devon (with 21 Great Skuas). On Aug 29 Cap Gris-nez had 65 and
another 20 were off the Dutch coast.
Long-tailed Skua: Two were off the Devon coast on Aug 26 and on Aug 29 Cap
Gris-nez had one while Westkapelle in Holland had two
Little Gull: One was at Dungeness on Aug 23 (seemingly the first on our south
coast since July 8) and two were there on Aug 24. By Aug 29 a surge had
brought 47 to one site on the Dutch coast.

Sabine's Gull: One reported at Reculver near the North Foreland in Kent on Aug
26 (the five previous sightings this year had all been off Cornwall or the Scillies).
Lesser Blackback Gull: Portland had an estimated 90 passage birds on Aug 26
but by Aug 29 the number at a site on the Dutch coast was reported as 2980
Black Tern: These are still passing through with fifteen reports from Aug 23 to
29 including one in Langstone Harbour on Aug 24 with 2 at the Blashford Lakes
(Ringwood) that day and two at Drayton Lake (Chichester) on Aug 25. By Aug 27
the movement was large enough to bring 220 to one Dutch site. On Aug 27 one
was seen in Pagham harbour and on Aug 28 two were over Ivy Lake at
Chichester
White-winged Black Tern: Two juveniles were reliably reported to be in
Bembridge Harbour (IoW) on Aug 24
Ring-necked Parakeet: I was aware of a colony in north east Kent but was
surprised to see that on Aug 27 as many as 84 flew south over Thanet
Nightjar: One at Durlston on Aug 24 was presumably already on passage south
though one in the Forest of Dean on Aug 25 may have been still at its breeding
site
Swift: Still being seen daily with a group of around 15 near Crawley on Aug 23,
8 over Horsham on Aug 24, at least one at Dungeness RSPB on Aug 25 and one
over Durlston on Aug 26. On Aug 27 eight flew over Thanet and five over
Folkestone and on Aug 28 five were seen at Worthing and two were still at South
Shields in the far north east of England
Alpine Swift: One reported from the Seaton area of Devon on Aug 24 and 25
Hoopoe: Three recent reports - one at Netley near Southampton on Aug 14, one
at Barton on Sea near Christchurch on Aug 17 and one at Folkestone on Aug 25
Wryneck: One was eating Ants in Worthing crematorium grounds on Aug 9, the
next was at Sandown (Isle fof Wight) from Aug 22 to 24, and Aug 27 brought
reports of singles from two Dutch sites
Shorelark: I did not mention an unconfirmed report of one at the West High
Down on the Isle of Wight when it was made on Aug 11 but there has now been
a sighting of one at the same site on Aug 29 by Derek Hale who got a good
photo which can be seen on his website at
http://iowbirds.awardspace.com/IOW.htm
Sand Martin: 280 over Dungeness on Aug 25 and 230 south over Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 27 are the major counts of the week.
Swallow: 200 over Hope Gap near Beachy Head on Aug 24. On Aug 23
Christchurch Harbour reported a mixed bag of around 2000 Hirundines passing
over

Tawny Pipit: No reports from England but ten from continental sites between
Aug 27 and 29, with a peak count of 14 birds at a Belgian site on Aug 27,
indicate passage under way.
Meadow Pipit: A count of 241 over a Yorkshire site on Aug 29 suggests we may
be seeing these birds on passage soon
Wheatear: A report of 11 at a site in southern Spain on Aug 29 suggests that
the wave of migrants has now reached the Mediterranean. Portland had 80 on
Aug 29
Grasshopper Warbler: Mark Cutts, writing in the Three Amigos blog on Aug
24, said .. "I spent yesterday morning at Titchfield Haven again and for the
second day running the previous record for Grasshopper Warbler in a
single day was smashed. A total of 55 birds in just over four hours, only
beaten by the 74 the previous day. Half way through the morning the record for
"Most Groppers in a single year" was also beaten."
Wood Warbler: One was seen at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 24 and on Aug
29 Peter Gammage came on one in a Tit Flock along the footpath which goes
round behind Bridge Farm at Northney on Hayling
Firecrest: A single juvenile was in a Tit flock passing through a Romsey garden
on Aug 23
Pied Flycatcher: Tim Lawman had a local sighting of one in trees by the path
running behind Bridge Farm at Northney on Hayling on Aug 24
Departing summer visitors - the highest counts for each species seen at any
one coastal site so far this week have been Tree Pipit (8), Yellow Wagtail
(150), Grey Wagtail (5), Nightingale (1), Common Redstart (3),
Whinchat (8), Wheatear (80), Grasshopper Warbler (55), Sedge
Warbler (65), Reed Warbler (10), Lesser Whitethroat (13), Common
Whitethroat (115), Garden Warbler (4), Blackcap (50), Wood Warbler
(1), Chiffchaff (3), Willow Warbler (40), Spotted Flycatcher (30+ at
Chanctonbury Ring on the Sussex Downs), Pied Flycatcher (3)
Great Tit: Both Great and Blue Tits have been heard singing briefly in the past
few days
Red-backed Shrike: A juvenile was at the Dungeness RSPB site from Aug 24 to
28 at least
Carrion Crow: The regular large gathering on the shore of Southampton Water
south of Southampton reached a year peak of 350 on Aug 23 (there are usually
between 100 and 200 there in each month of the year)
House Sparrow: A gathering of more than 25 in a hedge close to the shore of
Nutbourne Bay on Aug 25 was my first encounter with this species on their rural
summer holidays when I call them Corn Sparrows. A similar report of 9 birds in

an unfamiliar rural setting came from Grove Ferry in the Kent Stour valley on the
same day
Goldfinch: A report of 80+ in the Kent Stour Valley on Aug 27 was the first
report of more than 50 together for this autumn
Linnet: Three flocks containing a total of around 70 birds were seen around
harvested fields on the Chidham Penninsula (east of Thorney Island) on Aug 25
Corn Bunting: 'Several' were seen in the East Lavant area immediately north of
Chichester on Aug 23
Escapees: A Cape Barren Goose has been at Titchfield Haven from Aug 21 to
28 at least. As I had not come across this species before I looked it up at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Barren_Goose and find that it originates from
south Australia. It is small and distinctly odd looking with pale grey plumage
having small round black dots on it. The bare parts look more suitable to the
pantomime stage than a nature reserve - the small bill looks as if the bird had
flown into a brick wall with yellow green paint on it which now covers most of the
'squashed' bill leaving just the tip and lower mandible black. The feet are also
black but the legs are a bright red colour.
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Ruddy Darters are the only species to get a mention this week (and as they
were seen in what I assume to be a dry area on the downs near Steyning I am
not sure that they were not male Common Darters)
Butterflies
The number of species reported this week is down to 25 (including the
Swallowtail)
Dingy Skipper: The second brood insects which have been widely seen
this year since the end of July could still be seen on Aug 22 at Shipton
Bellinger near Andover
Swallowtail: A lone immigrant was seen at Robertsbridge (north of
Hastings) on Aug 22
Marbled White: Still on the wing at Durlston on Aug 26
Moths
To see images of moths mentioned below go to http://ukmoths.org.uk/ and
enter the 'Bradley and Fletcher' number of the species (given in brackets
in my notes) in the Moth Name Search box, then press Enter.
Note 1. Omit leading zeroes from my version of the numbers (for 0382 enter
382)

Note 2. The result of entering this number will normally be a list of links to
different pictures. To see one of the pictures and its accompanying data click one
of the links (where it says View Thumbnails click that to choose the best picture,
then click the picture)
Caloptilia syringella (0293): First in Kent (Thanet) on Aug 19
Phyllonorycter geniculella (0364): First in Kent (Thanet) on Aug 19
Ypsolopha sequella (0462): First in Kent (Thanet) on Aug 26
Aproaerema anthyllidella (0843): First in Kent (Thanet) on Aug 19
Chequered Fruit-tree Tortrix (0969 Pandemis corylana): First in
Kent (Thanet) on Aug 23
Carnation Tortrix (0985 Cacoecimorpha pronubana): First in Kent
(Thanet) on Aug 26
Codling Moth (1261 Cydia pomonella): This gets its first mention from
a trap in the Sussex Adur valley on Aug 24
Vestal The (1716 Rhodometra sacraria): First at Dungeness on Aug 25
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): One
seen around flowers in a hanging basket outside a house in Havant on Aug
23 (plus two other singles at Horsham and Frant near Tunbridge Wells)
bings the total that I know to have been reported this year to just 41
(nothing like the numbers seen in recent years)
Striped Hawkmoth (1990 Hyles lineata): One in Thanet (Kent) on Aug
24 was the first reported since June 1
Jersey Tiger (2067 Euplagia quadripunctaria): One at Pagham
Harbour on Aug 22 was a new species for that site (and the 400th species
trapped there this year)
Lunar Yellow Underwing (2108 Noctua orbona): First for the year
trapped in the Audr valley on Aug 24
Old Lady (2300 Mormo maura): This species does not normally come to
lights so one found on Portland on Aug 24 (although only third report for
the year) is worth a mention
Straw Underwing (2303 Thalpophila matura): First in Thanet on Aug
26
Other Insects
Ichneumon (Amblyteles armatorius): One photographed at the
Langstone South Moors on Aug 24 gives the species a first mention for the
year

Hornet: I have only seen six reports of Hornets this year, the latest being
one at Steyning, north of Worthing, on Aug 23
Slender Groundhopper (Tetrix subulata): Both this and the next
species get their first mention for the year through being reported as
present at Rye Harbour on Aug 28. Groundhoppers are a group of insects
which I have never knowingly seen but I recall Bob Chapman commenting
on their presence at Farlington Marshes when he was warden there and I
suspect they are not uncommon but easily escape detection due to their
small size and overall brown colour which makes them difficult to see on
bare ground where they are normally found.
Cepero's Groundhopper (Tetrix cepero): Groundhoppers are only
half the size of Grasshoppers and are found in places where the ground is
bare (and usually damp). Unlike Grasshoppers they are silent making
them even more difficult to detect. As well as the two species mentioned
here there is a third species found in Britain - the Common
Groundhopper (Tetrix undulata)
Forest Shieldbug (Pentatoma rufipes): One of these was found at
Portland on Aug 28 and said to be the first recorded there though it is
common elsewhere. The Portland report mentions an alternative name of
Red-legged Shieldbug
Bridge Spider (Larinioides sclopetarius): This is in the news as the
result of a photo taken by Chris Bentley at Rye Harbour of something that
is a regular occurrence for spiders but rarely seen by naturalists - the
process of shedding one skin in order to acquire a larger 'external skeleton'
as it grows. With the long legs of spiders it is a tricky business to extricate
all the legs from their old skin without damaging them while they are soft.
Chris's photo can be seen at http://rxwildlife.org.uk/2009/08/24/ryeharbour-moths-83/#more-10921 and for more info about the Bridge Spider
(and why it has this name) have a look at
http://www.nicksspiders.com/nicksspiders/larinioidessclopetarius.htm - it's
worth scanning down this page to see a typical habitat for this spider and
the 'spider lane' marked on the ground under this particular bridge.
PLANTS
Bastard Cabbage: I recently put some photos of the seeds of this recent
invasive alien in my Diary page after finding many plants at a Hayling site were
already dead. On Aug 25 I found a couple of small plants still flowering around
the edge of the arable field east of Nutbourne Bay where I first came across this
species last year.
Turkish Tutsan (Hypericum xylosteifolium): This gets a mention (with a link
to a photo of the plant) in my diary entry for Aug 29 when I found it still
flowering beside the Brockhampton stream in Havant

Marsh Mallow: See my diary entry for Aug 24 for photos of this species and my
account of visiting it near Cobnor Point on the shore of Chichester Harbour
Hop (Humulus lupulus): This does not flower until July but I suspect other
plants had flowered before the first I found on Aug 27 - a male plant growing
over a fence into the Havant Rail Station carpark
Amphibious Bistort: First report of this in flower for this year comes from
Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Aug 25 rather later than usual
Black Bindweed: I first came on this in flower on Aug 24 though it has probably
been out for some time
Thorn Apple (Datura stramonium): See my Diary entry for Aug 28 for my
comments on a plant that was found in an Emsworth garden and then got a page
to itself in the Portsmouth NEWS which used the name Devils Snare which I
had not come across before. My Diary explains how this name was invented by
JK Rowling for the Harry Potter stories and has some 'interesting' sidelines on the
plant obtained via Google
Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica): This undesireable alien is a late
flowerer and had only just started to flower in Havant on Aug 29
Sharp-leaved Fluellen: First flowers seen by me on Aug 24 (another late first!)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Stoat: One was seen at Durlston on Aug 26 along with two Weasels on the
same day
Common Seal: Five Seals seen together distantly on mud in Langstone Harbour
on Aug 27 are presumed to have been Common Seals
Fungi: The first report of Parasol Mushrooms came from a garden on
Portsdown on Aug 23
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 24 - 30 (WEEK 34 OF 2009)
Sat 29 Aug
Japanese Knotweed in flower
A cycle ride to Budds Farm and Broadmarsh this morning gave me fresh flowers
on Japanese Knotweed at two places - a couple of small plants on the top of
the Broadmarsh mountain and a lot more along the Wayfarer's Way where it
passes the east end of Bedhampton Mill Pool.
Water Forget-me-not was flourishing in the Langbrook stream by the 'water
wheel' on my way to Budds Farm but I saw nothing else of particular interest
until I reached the pools, above which several Sand Martins and a few
Swallows were circling. On the water were at least 30 Coot and 20 Tufted
Duck plus a dozen Shoveler and what I took to be a family of five Gadwall

with the young now almost indistinguishable in size from their mother. The two
parent Swans were still present and out in the open with four of their cygnets.
On the harbour shore more than 300 Oystercatcher dominated the scene with
no more than 20 Redshank among the gulls. Half a dozen Egrets and just one
adult Great Blackback were with them. Against the sewage works shore fence
one cluster of freshly flowering Black Horehound was seen with nothing else of
interest other than one Red Admiral until I reached the first bridge over the
Brockhampton stream where Storks Bill and Sticky Groundsel were flowering.
Immediately below the bridge, where a large wooden Schooner was once moored
as a house boat, the Fuschia bushes of the boat dwellers streamside garden
still flower profusely among the brambles. Peeping out under the brambles were
the seed heads of many plants of Turkish Tutsan (Hypericum
xylosteifolium) with just one or two plants still bearing yellow flowers - see
http://nlbif.eti.uva.nl/bis/flora.php?menuentry=soorten&id=2114 for a photo and
description.
Musk Mallow and Common Poppy were seen on my way home, and during
the trip back I paused at the overflow from the Bedhampton Water Works to
enjoy abundant Hybrid Water Speedwell and Stream Water Crowfoot
flowers in the channel taking the overflow into the Hermitage stream. While here
a Grey Wagtail flew over and as I cycled on along the narrow Wayfarers Way
path, where an overhanging tree makes the path into a green tunnel, I
narrowly avoided a head on collision a Sparrowhawk coming at high
speed towards me - I did not even have time to be sure that the bird was a
Sparrowhawk but its much faster re-actions caused it to veer off and fly
through the tree branches with no damage to itself.
Fri 28 Aug
Hops in Havant (and how J. K. Rowling has caused the Press to corrupt
the English Language)
A detour on my way to the shops this morning found new flowers on the Duke
of Argyll's Teaplant in the Eastern Road cemetery where Burnet Saxifrage
was still flowering, and on the roadside of the New Lane allotments flowers could
still be found on the Weasel's Snout and Everlasting Pea was still living up to
its name on the tall wire fence.
In the station car-park near the old signal box a third plant of Perennial Wallrocket had established itself but there was no sign of resurrection by the Thorn
Apple plants which were cut down some time ago - I had a look in the station
flower beds as this plant had been given a full page in the Portsmouth NEWS
earlier this week after appearing in an Emsworth garden - the paper had a photo
of the full grown plant there and gave it the proper name of Datura
stramonium but also used the English name Devil's Snare which I had not
come across before though I have since discovered that the plant featured in one
of the Harry Potter films under that English name. I found this out when Google
sent me to the latest issue of Horticulture Week newspaper in which I read ...
"Datura stramonium, also known as Devil's Snare, is normally found in South
and Central America, but was discovered earlier this year by 79-year-old Phyllis
Abbott from Newmarket. The plant is highly poisonous and is used by South

American Indians for their hunting spears and fishing hooks and in sacred
ceremonies by Hindu monks for its hallucinogenic qualities. Devil's Snare also
features in the first of JK Rowling's Harry Potter books, where it is used as an
obstacle to would-be thieves. Abbott discovered it in spring while tending
polyanthus in the same bed. It was only a few inches tall but has since topped
five feet and, according to the RHS, could reach over 12. "
It is well worth putting Devils snare plant into Google and clicking the link to
Deadly Harry Potter plant devil's snare turns up in Suffolk ... then
scanning down the comments below the news item for a variety of opinions
about the plant (including one from a cancer sufferer who is currently in
remission but who keeps a tin of the seeds in case the cancer returns and he
cannot afford the trip to Switzerland to 'shed this mortal coil'). These comments
also show that the name Devil's Snare was invented by J K Rowling for a
mythical version of the plant and the name now inevitably used by the Press for
this plant should not apply to the genuine plant.
The car-park area did give me one new flowering plant for my yearlist with fresh
male flowers on a Hop plant climbing over the fence of one of the Waterloo
Road house
Mon 24 Aug
In search of Marsh Mallow
This afternoon I made my annual pilgrimage to Cobnor Point (east of the
southern tip of Thorney Island) to enjoy the big stands of Marsh Mallow which
grow there right on the tideline under Oak Trees which also dip their branches
into the water when the tide is high as it was today.
I started from Farm Lane in Nutbourne and before I had reached Nutbourne Bay
I came across my first flock of 'Corn Sparrows' (some 25 House Sparrows on
their annual post breeding holiday gleaning grain from harvest fields). On the
seawall here I stepped over the desiccated body of a large Frog but couldn't
determine the cause of death - did it perhaps foolishly jump into the sea at high
tide and then struggle out to die of an overdose of salt?
Continuing round the east end of the bay I was reminded that the low ground
around the water channel which runs inside the seawall where it passes a section
of scrubby woodland south of the footpath to Chidham village is probably the
best local site for Lax Sea Lavender (flowering now over but worth
remembering for next year)
When I was last here (two years ago) you had to continue round the south of the
bay to Chidham Point and then turn south along a seawall path which had many
missing sections so that a walker was frequently having to climb down to the
beach and up again in a tedious way. Today that chore was no longer necessary
as a new footpath (broad and smooth as a motorway) has been opened to the
public on a new seawall inland of the shore-most fields which are being
abandoned to the rising tide.
The fields seaward of this new seawall path have not yet been flooded and had
lots of White (Dutch) Clover, their flowers so large that I collected a specimen
for a check on whether it really was the same tiny White Clover which
flourishes on my lawn and elsewhere where it is mown and or trampled. I find

that flower heads 25 mm across on flower stems 20 cm long are normal for the
plant ( and that Alsike Clover, which I thought was a larger species, has shorter
flower stems though I actually used the length and shape of the calyx tube - as
described by Francis Rose - to assure myself that the plants were Dutch
Clover). Another specimen that I brought home to determine was a yellow
flowered brassica growing in between the boulders which are the outer facing of
the new wall - thanks to the page of seed illustrations for Brassicas in Stace I
found this was a large plant of Wild Radish).
At three points along the seawall I heard the twittering of Linnets and each time
I looked inland to see them perched on trees before taking flight and going north
- the first two groups numbered at least 30 each and the third was a slightly
smaller number - there were certainly 70 or more Linnets in the area but
virtually no other birds (I heard Greenshank out over the water and saw one
Kestrel hovering over the land)
The seawall path ends where the shoreline oak wood of Cobnor Point begins, and
at the very end of the path I came on my first cluster of Marsh Mallow plants in
the dry ditch inside the wall and this is where I took the first pictures before
getting onto the beach and taking more pictures of the plants which stretch for
more than 500 metres along the shore in intermittent clumps. While here I found
that the Oaks which dip their roots and branches into seawater at high tide are
Pedunculate Oaks (Quercus robur) and seem to thrive on the seawater as
they were covered in large acorns (over 2cm from base to tip) looking very green
and healthy.
Nearing Cobnor Point with the spring tide still near its top I put up a couple of
Common Sandpiper from the shoreline and could see a large wader roost on
the ridge of Stakes Island (stretching west from Cobnor Point towards Pilsey
Island at the south end of Thorney Island). I was too far away to be sure of all
the species present but there were at least 300 Oystercatchers, many Curlew
and Redshank, at least one Whimbrel and a few Greenshank plus other
species which probably included Grey Plover. At the west end five Cormorant
were resting and near them were at least eight Brent Geese that will have
been summering in the Thorney Channel.
I could not get round the Point on the shore with dry feet so I climbed the 'cliff'
and got over a fence into an arable field having the remains of very poor crop of
Kale but the field edge did give me my first Black Bindweed and Sharpleaved Fluellen in flower (no doubt they have been out for some time).
Heading back through the sailing club area and up the east coast I found a few
more flowers (Stone Parsley still flowering, Black Horehound and the more
colourful Purple Loosestrife and Musk Mallow). Turning inland and following
the road through Chidham village I added Indian Balsam and Gipsywort plus
a view of the Medlar fruit on the tree at the road junction where Steel's Lane
goes north from Chidham Lane. The final section of the walk across the fields
from Cot Lane to Nutbourne Bay gave me a few plants of Bastard Cabbage and
the first Red Dead Nettle that I have seen flowering for some time
SUMMARY FOR AUG 17 - 23 (WEEK 33 OF 2009)

BIRDS
Madeira Petrel (Pterodroma madeira): A 'possible only' report of one off
Cornwall on Aug 20
Sooty Shearwater: These are seen off Cornwall fairly often but one off
Dungeness on Aug 16 shows that they do come all the way up the Channel coast
Cattle Egret: The first mention of this species in southern England since one
flew over Portland on Aug 7 came when one landed on the edge of Iley Lake at
Keyhaven on Aug 19 and it was still being seen on the edge if Iley Lake up to
Aug 22 at least
Great White Egret: One has been at the Dungeness RSPB reserve from Aug 15
to 21 at least. Maybe we will soon be seeing more of these birds as a site in
Holland reported 17 of them on Aug 18
Purple Heron: One seen in Belgium on Aug 18
Spoonbill: It would seem these are also on the move with reports from two
Dutch sites on Aug 18 (one had 8 birds, the other 16). On Aug 19 two were at
Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour
Wigeon: One at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 17 was described as the 'first of
the winter' there and is the first to be mentioned at a Dorset site since May 22
Teal: On Aug 21 the Spurn Point observatory in Yorkshire reported 1094 Teal
moving south over it.
Pintail: 8 of these were on the move in Holland on Aug 21
Garganey: Sightings of individual birds are not uncommon at this time of year
but a report of a pair accompanied by four juveniles at a Cornish site on Aug 16
was unusual.
Shoveler: On Aug 20 a group of four on the Milton Common lakes in Portsmouth
were reported as the first of the autumn there while on Aug 22 I also noted four
back at the Budds Farm pools in Havant
Honey Buzzard: No reports from southern England this week but passage over
Holland is quickening with seven reports between Aug 18 and 21 - one site had 8
birds on Aug 21
Hen Harrier: On Aug 16 it looks as if at least three birds were back in the south
- one at Oare Marshes in north Kent, one in the Sussex Ouse valley near
Glyndebourne and one further west near the Arun valley at the Burgh above
Amberley

Montagu's Harrier: A ringtail in east Kent gave rise to three reports from
Pegwell and Sandwich Bays on Aug 15 and 16
Goshawk: One flew over the centre of Christchurch on Aug 17
Merlin: Two more reports on Aug 16 (from Brading Marshes on the IoW and
Portland) bring the total of sightings of returning birds to seven since the
beginning of July
Grey Partridge: More than 40 were seen on the Downs above the Arun valley
south of Amberley. We are now approaching the time when conservation minded
farmers are likely to purchase and release these birds on their land, not for
shooting but in the hopes they will stay and breed - few are likely to do so!
Quail: I have described my own close in my Diary an encounter with 8 small
birds that might have been Quail at the Langstone South Moors on Aug 22. It
has been suggested that they might have been baby Pheasants or Partridges
and I admit that they made squealing noises like young juveniles. I don't think
they were Pheasants but they might have been Partridge, though the
appearance of a group of very young birds at that site at this date seems just
about as unlikely as the appearance of migrant Quail that might well have
chosen to drop off at a coastal site with excellent cover. I would have thought
that by this date young Partridge would have grown to almost adult size (which
is twice the size of a Quail) whereas my first impression of these birds put the
size at that of a Skylark - which I see happens to be exactly the same as that of
a Quail.
Spotted Crake: No further reports from Farlington since Aug 10 but one has
been seen in the Kent Stour Valley on Aug 20 and 21
Kentish Plover: A report of one on the Lymington marshes on Aug 17 has not
been confirmed unlike one at Dawlish on the south Devon coast back on Aug 9 there is a good photo of that one on the Devon Birding website
Dotterel: Two reports from the continent, both on Aug 21 when there were 4 at
one site in Holland and 1 at another in Belgium
Golden Plover: An estimate of 500 back at the north Kent Oare Marshes on Aug
17 was double the previous high count of the autumn (240 there on Aug 5). On
Aug 19 a flock of 70 were at The Midrips (east side of Rye Bay) and on Aug 20 a
flock of 50 with in the Seaford area
Little Stint: On Aug 15 one was at Pulborough Brooks, on Aug 18 two were at
Abbotsbury in Dorset and on Aug 21 one was at Christchurch Harbour

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: First of the year was to be seen at the end of the
runway at St Mary's in the Scillies on Aug 16 and 17
Jack Snipe: First report of this species in southern England since Apr 10 come
from Cornwall on Aug 16 (two seen near Wadebridge)
Black-tailed Godwit: The number of continental race birds at Oare Marshes in
north Kent was estimated at 1700 on Aug 16. By Aug 23 the number at
Farlington Marshes was up to 295 (highest so far this autumn for that site)
Turnstone: The number to be seen at Titchfield Haven was up to 96 on Aug 17
and 11 were back in Emsworth Harbour on Aug 22
Sabine's Gull: On Aug 16 an adult was reported off Cornwall and a first summer
off the Scillies
Common Tern: The number coming to roost in Langstone Harbour was up to
2105 on the evening of Aug 18 (just one Black Tern among them) but there
were only 950 seen on Aug 22 (maybe more on the way as 9000 were reported
heading south past Spurn Point in Yorkshire on Aug 21)
Black Tern: A total of 26 were in the Pegwell Bay area of east Kent on Aug 16 the next highest count was of 4 coming into Langstone Harbour on the evening
of Aug 19.
Nightjar: More than two were still churring in Parkhurst Forest (IoW) on Aug 22
Swift: These are still being seen daily but mostly in ones and twos though 5 flew
over the Langstone Harbour entrance on the evening of Aug 16 and 19 went over
Christchurch Harbour on Aug 19
Wryneck: First report for the autum is of one in Worthing Crematorium grounds
on Aug 9
House Martin: On Aug 15 Tony Tupper told me that 4 pairs had left the nest
boxes on his Havant area house but one pair had stayed on to have a second
brood, and on Aug 18 a report from the Lewes area told of one pair having
started at second brood there. Sadly Tony Tupper now tells me that his pair have
abandoned their attempt and left
Departing migrants: The following species (including vagrants) have been
reported at coastal sites this week (highest individual count given in brackets) Tree Pipit (5), Meadow Pipit (6), Yellow Wagtail (80), Grey Wagtail (3),
Nightingale (3), Common Redstart (35), Whinchat (3), Wheatear (10),
Grasshopper Warbler (2), Aquatic Warbler (1), Sedge Warbler (45), Reed Warbler
(22), Icterine Warbler (1), Melodious Warbler (1), Lesser Whitethroat (13),

Common Whitethroat (95), Garden Warbler (8), Blackcap (75), Chiffchaff (-),
Willow Warbler (50), Spotted Flycatcher (3), Pied Flycatcher (2)
Yellow Wagtail: Ten reports between Aug 16 and 19 shows that these are now
on the move south. On Aug 17 Rye Harbour had 30 and on Aug 19 Hope Gap
near Seaford reported 35. By Aug 20 Seaford had 50 and Dungeness 40 while on
Aug 21 the night roost at Titchfield Haven had 80 birds
Common Redstart: One at Sandy Point on Hayling on Aug 16 and one at
Northney (Hayling) on Aug 20 but a count of 35+ at Durlston on Aug 22 suggests
a major departure.
Whinchat: Three were at Farlington Marshes on Aug 19 and again on Aug 21
Aquatic Warbler: First report of the autumn is on one ringed at Titchfield
Haven on Aug 22
Sedge Warbler: 45 were ringed at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 17
Icterine Warbler: One was seen briefly at Hope Gap near Seaford on Aug 18
Melodious Warbler: One was a highlight at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 18
(another had been at The Lizard in Cornwall on Aug 16)
Dartford Warbler: Two were heard and seen moving along a hedge beside the
Hayling Coastal Path near the Oysterbeds on Aug 18
Common Whitethroat: Christchurch Harbour reported a count of 95 on Aug 19
Blackcap: Small numbers have been moving south for some time but things
hotted up on Aug 18 with a count of 20 at Beachy Head and then 75 there on
Aug 22
Pied Flycatcher: One seems to have been present near Crockford Bridge (west
of Beaulieu in the New Forest) for some time before it become the target of
several birders on Aug 17
Red-backed Shrike: A juvenile bird spent a few hours in the field on the east
side of the Hayling Coastal Path at its north end on Aug 18 and gave ticks to
several local birders
Raven: A pair were seen at Mill Rythe on the east coast of Hayling on Aug 16
Starling: We should soon be seeing large flocks - a count of 71,840 was
reported from a Dutch site on Aug 18
INSECTS

Dragonflies
Emperor, Ruddy and Common Darter plus Southern Hawker, Migrant
Hawker and Common Blue Damsel are the only species to get a mention this
week
Butterflies
31 species still on the wing so far this week, not including the Short-tailed
Blue seen on Aug 5
Brown Hairsteak: A couple of mentions away from normal sites include
one in a Horsham garden and one on Mill Hill at Shoreham (a new species
for that rich site bringing the number of species occurring there to 33)
Short-tailed Blue: A very significant addition to the Portland species list
was made when one of these was found there by accident and in
unpropitious circumstances. See http://huntphotography.wordpress.com/
for the story of how a photographer got a picture of a seemingly fresh
specimen while visiting Portland on a windy day back on Aug 5 and
http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?vernacular_name=Shorttailed%20Blue for the status of the species in England (this was within the
first 20 recorded finds of the species in Britain)
Painted Lady: The number in southern Britain seems to be declining now
but more than 200 could be seen at Mill Rythe on Hayling on Aug 16
Small Tortoiseshell: Still doing well with news of 23 seen at the
Testwood Lakes in the Southampton area on Aug 16 and 8 in the
Burghclere area of north Hampshire on Aug 17
Silver-washed Fritillary: Still one on the wing at Noar Hill near
Petersfield on Aug 18
Wall Brown: It is a mystery as to where a tatty specimen seen on Hayling
Island on Aug 16 came from - the most likely answer is that it was blown
over from the Isle of Wight
Marbled White: These could still be seen at Durlston on Aug 23
Ringlet: One of these was also seen still flying at Noar Hill on Aug 18
Moths
Eucosma tripoliana (1193): First report from Thanet in Kent on Aug 15
Agriphila latistria (1307): First ar Dungeness on Aug 19
Catoptria falsella (1316): First at Portland on Aug 16
Ringed China-mark (1348 Parapoynx stratiotat): First report from
Edburton north of the South Downs on Aug 16

Portland Ribbon Wave (1714 Idaea degeneraria): First at Portland
on Aug 19
Beech-green Carpet (1774 Colostygia olivata): First at Portland on
Aug 21
Large Thorn (1911 Ennomos autumnaria): First in Thanet (Kent) on
Aug 18
Light Emerald (1961 Campaea margaritata): First report from Brook
Meadow in Emsworth on Aug 22
Antler Moth (2176 Cerapteryx graminis): One in Ashdown Forest on
Aug 14 - the second report after on near Andownver on July 19
Copper Underwing (2297 Amphipyra pyramidea): Also a second
report from Edburton on Aug 16 after on at Dungeness on July 26
Old Lady (2300 Mormo maura): As for the above excpet that the first
sighting at Dungeness was on July 18
Small Marbled (2408 Eublemma parva): First at Portland on Aug 18
Clifden Nonpareil (2451 Catocala fraxini): First at Brockenhurst in the
New Forest on Aug 22 (some two weeks earlier than in previous years)
Red Underwing (2452 Catocala nupta): Also seen at Edburton on Aug
16 after reports from Dungeness on Aug 10 and Thanet on Aug 12
Death's Head Hawkmoth caterpillar: A full grown example (larger than
a human hand) found at Barcombe Mills near Lewes on Aug 19
Other Insects
Hoverfly species: When Brian Fellows published a superb photo of a
hoverfly (seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Aug 16) I felt sure I had
correctly identified it as Chrysotoxum bicinctum by reference to a
comprehensive set of photos on http://syrphidae.com/ but when I later
saw a report on John Goodspeed's website of two more hoverflies seen in a
Portsdown garden on Aug 9 with the unfamiliar (to me) names of
Sphaerophoria scripta and Metasyrphus corollae I found pictures of
them on a different website, which seemed to give strange names to
species that I thought I recognised under different names, and I began to
get the feeling that the world of hoverflies is rather like that of fungi with
many groups of experts having their own opinions on the naming of
species. Maybe this is not true but at least I have learnt that the number of
species of hoverfly runs into hundreds and many of them are very similar!
Volucella zonaria: This is one hoverfly that leaves no doubt about its
identity - one was seen at Durlston on Aug 23 (and Chrysotoxum
bicinctum was also seen there that day)

Yellow-legged Mining Bee (Andrena flavipes): One of these was also
found in Brook Meadow by Brian Fellows on Aug 16 and identified using the
excellent Garden Safari website by reference to
http://www.gardensafari.net/english/mining_bees.htm
Longhorn Beetle species (Strangalia maculata): First mention of this
species for the year comes from Brook Meadow on Aug 16
Burying Beetle (Necrodes littoralis): This gets a mention from Durlston
on Aug 23
Long-winged Conehead: One of these landed at my feet when I was at
the Langstone South Moors on Aug 22
Grey Bush-cricket (Platycleis albopunctata): First for the year
reported frm Thanet in Kent on Aug 18. Dark Bush Crickets were seen at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Aug 16
Dock Leaf Bug (Coreus marginatus): An unusually shaped bug found
by Brian Fellows at Brook Meadow on Aug 16 was thought by him to be
possibly Verlusea rhombea (the nearest match to be found in Michael
Chinery's Collins Guide to Insects). I am equally uncertain about the name I
have suggested for it after searching the Garden Safari website.
Bee Killer (aka Bee Wolf) (Philanthus triangulum): This species has
in the past been reported from Thorney Island and from the New Forest
but the first mention for this year comes from Rye Harbour on Aug 20
Scaly cricket (Pseudomogoplistes vicentae): I had never heard of this
insect until I saw photos of it on the Portland website (see
http://www.portlandbirdobs.org.uk/wp_scaly_cricket_2_170809_500.jpg )
and read that hundreds of them could be found among the shingle on the
seaward side of the Chesil bank. Further investigation revealed that the
species was first discovered in Britain at Chesil in 1949 and was then
thought to be a Mediterranean species brought here by accident during the
second world war. It was not until 1998 that a second colony was found at
Sark in the Chanel Isles and since then others have been found near
Branscombe in Devon and in Wales (Pembrokeshire). By this time the
insects were recognised as a separate species native to Britain and different
from the Mediterranean species.
In 2007 the ship Napoli was wrecked off the Branscombe shore and run
aground there and for the next 17 months the insects could not be found
but a story in the Daily Telegraph reported .. "Adrian Colston, National
Trust property manager for Dartmoor and the Orthoptera recorder who
continued searching for the cricket after the disaster, said: "After walking
along the shingle beach and drawing a blank I changed my tactics in the
hunt for this elusive cricket. I set five pitfall traps at various points on the
beach at Branscombe using cat biscuits, pieces of apple and a bit of my

Cornish pasty as bait. When I returned I found that one of the traps
contained a single adult female Scaly cricket. This rediscovery has come as
a real relief and it's likely a healthy population of Scaly crickets can still be
found on Branscombe."
The description of the insect reads .. "The species is small, with a chestnut
brown to grey body and pale legs, which are covered with minute scales.
Wings are absent in both sexes so males cannot stridulate; the female
ovipositor is about the same length as the cerci (a pair of appendages at
the very end of the abdomen, which often act as sensory organs). The
English name derives from the covering of tiny scales. Size Body length
(males): 8-11 mm (females): 10-13 mm. The scaly cricket inhabits shingle
beaches, and has been found living amongst shingle, under rocks and
beach debris. Most individuals inhabit shingle above the high-water mark,
and are associated with the seaweed strandline."
PLANTS
Welsh Poppy: The bright yellow flowers of this plant were out beside the Billy
Trail where it nears the main road at Langstone on Aug 22 - maybe a self sown
plant but maybe deliberately planted to brighten the scene
Hairy St John's Wort and Square Stalked St John's Wort: The first of these
two look-alike species has been seen several times by me this summer, most
recently in Havant Thicket on Aug 17 but I did not come across its wetland cousin
until Aug 22 on the Langstone South Moors - see my photo of it in my diary for
that day. If you look hard you can see that there are no black marks on the
petals or calyx but the square stem cannot be detected in the picture!
Green Amaranth (Amaranthus hybridus): Three very puny specimens were
flowering on Aug 22 in a cul de sac in the Juniper Square area of Havant where I
have seen the plants in previous years
Least Yellow Sorrel (Oxalis exilis): In the past I have several times
commented on the colony of this which grows in the edge of the footpath leading
from the Royal Oak at Langstone to St Faith's Church in Havant - the site being
on the north side of Southbrook Road in Langstone. Passing there on Aug 20 I
saw that the bushes which overhang the site have been trimmed and this should
allow the ground hugging plants to flourish more profusely - they already cover
an area 12 metres long by around 1 metre wide.
Ivy: None yet in flower but by the end of this week the compact flower buds
were already 'stretching their legs' and may well have flowers before the end of
the month.
Pepper Saxifrage: Brian Fellows reports the best year ever for this species at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth with 14 flowering plants this year

Tomato: Self sown plants flowering well beside the Billy Trail in the Langstone
area on Aug 22
White Comfrey: This plant is abundant in the Havant area in the early spring
but my last record of it in flower was on June 1. Now it is starting a second
flowering in at least a couple of places.
Garden Lobelia (Lobelia erinus): The bright blue flowers of garden escapes
could be seen in Havant and Emsworth this week
Devil's Bit Scabious: A few flowers were out in Havant Thicket on Aug 17 but
the big display there is yet to come. By Aug 22, on the other hand, the usual very
low key display of one or two small specimens that I usually find on the
Langstone South Moors in September was out much earlier than usual with
several hundred tall plants dominating an area of the 'orchid field' (see my Diary
for that day)
Sneezewort: This can still be found alongside the 'yellow brick road' leading into
Havant Thicket from the Main Road - see my Diary for Aug 17
Autumn Ladies Tresses: Durlston claimed the first flowers on Aug 13 but some
were out on Portsdown when Richard Jones returned from holiday
Purple Moor Grass: Just starting to flower in Havant Thicket on |Aug 17
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bank Vole: On Aug 16 Brian Fellows came on a freshly dead specimen on Sinah
Common (south Hayling) and took a photo which shows well the reddish colour
of its fur (in contrast to the mouse grey of a Field Vole)
Common Lizard: A lizard which popped up on the seawall at Titchfield Haven
was an unexpected sight in that location but even more unusual was the bright
green colour on its sides suggesting that it was a Sand Lizard. Luckily someone
with knowledge of the species said that it was a juvenile Common Lizard but
with unusual colouring
Basking Shark: One reported off the Cornish coast on Aug 16 was the first
report which I have picked up but it is not the first for the year - the Seawatch
South West website says .. "Colleagues at Cornwall Wildlife Trust are
collaborating with SeaWatch SW this year, and have been co-ordinating a
Basking Shark survey at Gwennap Head that commenced on 1 June. Volunteer
observers have been treated to some fantastic views of sharks feeding just a few
metres offshore, and even occasionally breaching. Initial result suggest that June
has been a good month for surface shark sightings off SW Cornwall - certainly
better than the previous two years when unsettled weather led to a dearth of
shark sightings during the mid-summer period."

Fungi: In Havant Thicket on Aug 17 I noticed the dried remains of a few fungi
which had not survived the dry conditions above ground but on Aug 22 I did spot
a shaded tree stump near the Langbrook stream in Havant which had a large,
fresh and healty looking clump of Sulphur Tuft toadstools
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 17 - 23 (WEEK 33 OF 2009)
Sat 22 Aug
Langstone South Moors
I could not resist the urge to take a walk to Budds Farm in this morning's fine
weather and as usual I had a couple of exciting finds to top a long list of things
seen.
The first bonus came when I reached the South Moors 'orchid field' from which
the cattle have been excluded this summer as a result of the fences protecting
the working area for the laying of a pipeline to Hayling. There has also been no
mowing of the field (as has taken place in recent years) so today the whole area
was waist high in wild flowers, in the centre of which were hundreds of plants of
Devil's Bit Scabious (where I have never before seen more than half a dozen
plants).
Devil's Bit Scabious (with Hoverfly) and Square-stalked St John's Wort
Other things seen here included on Long-winged Conehead which landed at
my feet and, among Large and Green-veined Whites plus Meadow Browns
and Common Blues, I saw just one extremely worn Painted Lady and one
fresh Comma. Elsewhere Speckled Woods were numerous and at one point
there were several Migrant Hawkers. I also noted one large female Wasp
Spider.
After taking the above photos of the Scabious I was leaving the area when two
small birds flew up only a couple of metres ahead of me, giving me close
views before they almost immediately plunged back into the ground cover. My
first impression was of birds about the size of Skylarks, and having somewhat
similar down-curved and fluttery wings, but having no tails and wearing a streaky
plumage reminiscent of a Snipe. I also saw one of the bird's defecate (not really
much of a clue to its identity) and heard both making squealing calls that might
have come from any juvenile bird.
Following these two in the hope of getting another view I almost immediately put
up another group of identical birds (I think there were six this time but do not
know if they included the first two), and these too went to ground after flying no
more than ten metres or so. I made one more attempt to get a look at them but
they had the advantage of me in being able to run undetected through the tall
vegetation so I abandoned the attempt and left them in peace.
Until I hear any better suggestion I was remain convinced that this was a flock
or family of Quail pausing on their southward passage.
I went on to Budds Farm where Swallows, House and Sand Martins were in
the air and the adult Swans were on the water though I could only see two of
the five cygnets - maybe the three were hidden but they may have flown the site

as one of the two youngters was exercising its wings and showing adult white
wing feathers (though retaining brown immature plumage elsewhere).
Where Mill Lane meets the main road at Langstone work is progressing well to
complete the cycle way from Havant station to Hayling West Town - the final
section on the west of the main road through Langstone is now being surfaced.
At several places I saw Ivy flower buds beginning to expand, and coming up
the final section of the Billy Trail I passed two splashes of bright yellow colour one a Grey Wagtail back in the Lymbourne stream, the other a garden escape
Welsh Poppy.
Fri 21 Aug
Not wildlife
Today I came across two items which are connected with wildlife but not my own
observations.
The first is a small item in the 'Odds and Sods' section of the Conservation News
in the latest British Wildlife magazine which has just reached me. The item is
headed "What wildlife?" and lists responses from people to a survey run by the
Travelodge hotel chain on the subject of the countryside. It starts by saying that
over half of 3,000 people responding to the survey think the
countryside is boring because there is nothing to do or see there and
goes on to say that 83% of them could not identify a Common Bluebell while
10% could not even identify a Sheep. Surprisingly 58% could identify an Otter
but 44% could not identify an Oak Tree, increasing to 71% unable to name a
Pine Tree. The item ends by saying that this shows that the majority of the
British public are now totally disconnected from the countryside and its
wildlife.
The second item was much more encouraging. I received a phone invitation to
drop in on Ken Briffet in Langstone to see his entry for this year's Hayling
Scarecrow Competition. Some of you may have seen it in the window of the
Hayling Hardware store in the Mengeham shopping centre before the competition
ended and Ken brought it home - he knew I was interested as he had contacted
me earlier when trying to get hold of an RSPB Logo to place on his Scarecrow
which he named 'The Ex-Terminator' to indicate that this scarecrow had
forsaken its purpose of scaring birds and instead was welcoming them with open
arms (two pairs of arms in this case!). Hopefully you can get some idea of the
'creature' from the picture below but it may not be apparent that it stood over 2
metres high, was of the highest standard of wood-work, and all its joints
(including the head and neck) moved as supply as if it had been a human. I'm
not sure if other members of Ken's Wood Carvers Guild had contributed but
certainly he takes the main credit.
Mon 17 Aug
Wild flowers in Havant Thicket
A walk around Havant Thicket this afternoon had Devil's Bit Scabious as its
main target but I was too early for it - many plants and flower buds were seen
with a few open flowers but I will have to wait to get the show I was expecting.

The first sight that tempted me to get the camera out was Dwarf Gorse in fresh
flower against a backgound of the dead flowers of Common Gorse (which
ceased to flower at the end of May and will not start again until early in
September). Dwarf Gorse had just started to flower when I was last here in
mid-July and by now was widely distributed around the Thicket with all the
flowers still looking fresh.
Another species which started to flower towards the end of July and which is now
at its best and to be seen everywhere in the Thicket is Golden Rod. In case
anyone is confused by the common use of the name Golden Rod by gardeners
for the much taller Canadian Goldenrod (which also occurs occasionally in the
wild - I saw it recently on Portsdown) I took a couple of snaps of our heathland
species.
Tormentil was probably the most abundant flower along the path edges and
with it was lots of Ling Heather with a little Cross-leaved Heath and many
Hieracium plants, but the next thing I photographed was one of several tiny
plants of Lesser Skullcap which is not common here.
By now time was pressing on and the only other plant which caught my attention
was Sneezewort of which just one or two plants still struggle up among other
vegetation beside the main track vehicle track coming in from the main road.
Other things noted today were butterflies and a few birds. Numbers of Painted
Lady and Large White seem to have dropped off from last week's peak but
both were seen along with Brimstone (male and female), Peacock,
Common Blue and a few tatty Gatekeepers, Meadow Browns and just one
Small Skipper. Fresh Speckled Woods were the commonest species.
Few birds were seen but at one point I heard the continuous plaintive screaming
of a hungry juvenile Sparrowhawk expecting its mother to bring it food.
Another strange noise came from what was probably a juvenile warbler (glimpsed
among the leaves) giving a continuous noise which might have come from a
mouse having its toe-nails pulled out (or so I thought). Several adult Willow
Warblers were heard giving their two-syllable calls but otherwise I only heard
Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers and one tit flock with Long-tails in
it.
At one point I came on both Migrant Hawker and Common Darter
dragonflies and among other plants seen was lots of Purple Moorgrass in
flower and lots of Wild Angelica in damp areas.
SUMMARY FOR AUG 10 - 16 (WEEK 32 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-necked Grebe: The first to be reported since April was seen at a Dutch
coastal site on Aug 10

Black-necked Grebe: One still in smart summer plumage was seen off the
Selsey West Fields on Aug 9
Shag: A loose flock of 54 flew east off Portland on Aug 10
Great White Egret: One arrived at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Aug 15 and
was still there on Aug 16
Storks: On Aug 14 two Belgian sites reported Storks on the move - 37 White
and 2 Black. 11 more White Storks were seen on Aug 15
Spoonbill: Two of these seemed to have settled in at Brownsea Island in Poole
Harbour this week
Shelduck: Two juveniles were seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Aug 12 - I
suspect all adults have now left us to moult elsewhere
Teal: These are starting to re-appear at several sites including one on one of the
three lakes at Milton Common in Portsmouth on Aug 14 (a pair had been seen
flying west past Sandy Point on Hayling that day and seven had been seen on the
sea off Worthing on Aug 9)
Common Scoter: A drake was seen from Black Point on Hayling in the
Emsworth Channel area of Chichester Harbour on Aug 13 and 15
Red-breasted Merganser: A female seen off Hook/Warsash on Aug 10 is
presumably the same bird that has been in that area through the summer
(though not reported since July 12)
Honey Buzzard: Two more sighting of passage birds in southern England - on
Aug 8 one came in off the sea at Dungeness but then flew east and on Aug 10 an
adult flew south over Hastings. Over on the near continent there have been six
reports this week with a maximum of seven birds at one site
Marsh Harrier: Aug 8 brought one over Dungeness (we have already reported
others over the Isle of Wight and Poole Harbour that day), while Aug 9 brought
coastal reports from Selsey, Beachy Head and Pett Level in Sussex plus a more
interesting sighting of two or more hunting over fields on the Sussex Downs
above the Cuckmere Valley. At one point two of these landed and faced up to
each other on the ground - no actual fighting seen but they spread their wings in
a close 'breast to breast' confrontation.
Osprey: As the number moving south increases one arrived in Chichester
Harbour on Aug 13 and there have been sightings in the Pilsey area (south end of
Thorney Island) to Aug 15 at least - these must involve more than one bird. On
Aug 14 there were other local sightings over Pagham Harbour and the Milton
area of Portsmouth. This latter bird must have been Beatrice (one of Roy
Dennis' radio tagged birds whose travels are logged daily on Roy's website - the
website is currently being revamped and to see the current info you go to
http://www.roydennis.org/ and click the Autumn Migration 2009 link in the
paragraph about Beatrice)

On Aug 13 Beatrice flew 100 miles south from Newton Blossomville on the Great
Ouse in Bedfordshire (just north of Milton Keynes) to Chichester Harbour. At 5pm
on that day she flew north to roost in Stansted Forest (possibly in trees around
Brick-kiln Pond). Roy's next entry starts .. "14th August. First signals this morning
showed that she was still at her roost in the forest at 8am, but by 9am had flown
4 miles to the top end of Chichester Harbour at Prinsted, and was flying east low
over the water so she was probably fishing for grey mullet or flounders. At 10am
she was further south down the estuary, then crossed Thorney Island and
perched in the west channel at 11am. She then flew over Hayling Island,
Langstone Harbour and then high over the west side of Portsmouth as she
headed for the Isle of Wight. At 1pm she was just east of Newport flying SSW at
38km/h and it looked as though she set off across the English Channel from St
Catherine's Point before 2pm." By 5pm she was well into Normandy and spent
the night at Pont-Farcy south of Saint-Lo. On Aug 15 she headed on past Gorron
(roughly half way between St Malo and Le Mans and twinned with Hayling Island
- see
http://homepages.which.net/~john.tappy/HaylingTwinningWebSite/haylingtwinni
ngHayling01.html for a description of the twinning ceremony in April 2001 when
the Rose In June pub was still in business for the conclusion of the event!) to
spend the night in the Loire valley.
Merlin: After two 'autumn' sightings in July the pace at which these are
returning to the south coast is speeding up with three so far in August. Latest
were at Portland on Aug 12 and a female in the Warsash area near Southampton
Water on Aug 13
Spotted Crake: The bird which has been at Farlington Marshes lake since Aug 4
was still there on Aug 10 but has not been reported since then.
Common Crane: One is reported to have circled over a golf course at Lewes
before fly north east on Aug 10. Most recent previous reports were of two in
Yorkshire on July 22 and of two at Pulborough Brooks on June 14 and 15
Ringed Plover: Aug 13 found 92 at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) and 46 in
Christchurch Harbour
Grey Plover: It looks as if a wave of these reached us on Aug 9 with a report of
148 at Farlington Marshes and 20+ in Pagham Harbour. I guess most of these
will have been in summer plumage (as was the single bird seen in the Emsworth
Channel on Aug 6). Latest report is of 23 on the Lymington shore on Aug 15
Knot: Three of these seen in Pagham Harbour on Aug 9 were 'Red Knots' in
summer plumage
Sanderling: Although there have been 11 reports of Sanderling during July
none were of more than 10 birds, now the first August report is of 70 on the
shore at Climping (west of the mouth of the Arun) with some of these being in
summer plumage. On Aug 13 Ryde Sands had a flock of 47

Pectoral Sandpiper: One had been seen at Pett on Rye Bay on Aug 7 and on
Aug 14 one was flushed by dog walkers from the beach at Marazion in Cornwall.
Ruff: Although Hampshire cannot compete with counts such as 13 at Oare on
the north Kent coast on Aug 13, and 4 at Christchurch Harbour that day,
Farlington Marshes acquired a second bird on Aug 11 to join the one which had
been there since Aug 8.
Black-tailed Godwit: On July 30 a count of 196 was reported at Farlington
Marshes but counts since then (181 on Aug 2 and 102 on Aug 5) have shown no
increase. On Aug 9 this changed with a count of 244 there. Aug 11 brought the
first news of juveniles arriving from Iceland - at least one was in a group of
six at Christchurch Harbour that day and by Aug 15 the majority of a group of 17
there were juveniles
Bar-tailed Godwit: The first flock back in Chichester Harbour were 15 birds in
the West Wittering area on Aug 13
Lesser Yellowlegs: One was on St Mary's in the Scillies from Aug 12 to 13 at
least. The only previous sightings I am aware of were one in Essex on Apr 12 and
two singles on July 22 (in Yorkshire and Fife)
Wood Sandpiper: Five birds were at Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough on
Aug 13 with a single at the Vyne (north of Basingstoke) that day, and two more
singles at Hook/Warsash and Pulborough Brooks on Aug 14, then another
between Wareham and Poole Harbour on Aug 15
Med Gull: A flock of 212 were in the Selsey West Fields area on Aug 13
Audoin's Gull: First report this year of one in British waters came from the
Scillies on Aug 13 when a second summer bird was seen at St Mary's
Common Gull: Adults have been returning to the south coast since July 26 at
least (when there were 4 in the Fishbourne channel near Chichester) but it was
not until Aug 10 that I saw my first three on the Langstone village shore
Herring Gull: More than 1000 of these gulls were following the plough in a field
on the the Sussex Down north of Seaford on Aug 15
Yellow-legged Gull: 41 were in the Selsey west fields on Aug 11 (with 31 there
on Aug 13 when Poole Harbour had 63 in the Holes Bay area)
Common Tern: The number coming to roost in Langstone Harbour was up to
1450 on the evening of Aug 9 and had increased to 1660 on Aug 15 (when one
Roseate Tern was among them)
Arctic Tern: The first juvenile was seen off the mouth of Chichester Harbour on
Aug 14

Black Tern: A trickle of these continues to pass along our south coast but no
reports since Aug 12 when three were at Arne in Poole Harbour, two were off
Titchfield Haven and one came into Langstone Harbour to roost in the evening
Long-eared Owl: Two seen at Reculver (Margate) in Kent on Aug 8 were
presumably moving south after breeding somewhere to the north
Nightjar: One was seen on a fence near the Pagham Harbour visitor centre at
2:15 in the afternoon of Aug 9 - again a bird stopping off on its way south
Swift: 40 at Dungeness on Aug 7 seem to have been the last flock heading
south (430 had been seen there on Aug 6). Since then there have only been
eleven reports from southern England with none being of more than 20 birds (22
were over Jersey on Aug 9 and 21 at a Belgian site on Aug 10)
Kingfisher: One was back at Farlington Marshes on Aug 9
Sand Martin: 600 went south over Pagham Harbour on Aug 9 and on Aug 10
more than 1300 passed over Pegwell Bay in Kent (with 450+ Swallows)
Swallow: Steve Copsey took some delightful holiday snaps when he was at Essie
in Aberdeenshire on the eastern fringe of the Highlands - they were of a pure
white (but not albino) Swallow and he has a series of excellent photos of it on the
Three Amigos website - see
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo/11756/White+Swallow+at+Essie.html
House Martin: Normally these are one of the last of our summer visitors to
leave us but Aug 10 brought a count of 500+ heading south over Pegwell Bay in
Kent and 30+ over Durlston. Another 180 were seen over Sandwich Bay on Aug
11 and more than 300 went over there on Aug 12. Also on Aug 12 a party of 17
moved over my garden in Havant but a few birds have remained in the area. This
impression of a mass exodus taking most of our birds but leaving a few is backed
by news from Tony Tupper who has six artificial nests for them on his house near
the Hermitage Stream in Leigh Park (northern area of Havant). This year House
Sparrows raised young in one of these nests but the other five were all used by
House Martins. By Aug 15 the adults and young from four of the nest had left,
leaving just one pair attempting to raise a further brood - in fact three different
adults seem to be currently feeding young in this last nest (in previous years
House Martins have always been one of the last summer birds to leave us and it
is not uncommon for them still to be feeding young in nests in October). One
other point made by Tony concerns the aggressiveness of these birds towards
each other - this year he has found three dead birds on the ground after bitter
fights
Departing migrants: The list of other departing species seen in the past few
days, with the highest count for each, starts with Tree Pipit (17), Yellow
Wagtail (20), Grey Wagtail (2), Nightingale (4), Common Redstart (2),
Whinchat (2), Wheatear (35), Cetti's Warbler (one singing at Whitbread Hollow,
Beachy Head on Aug 15), Grasshopper Warbler (2 - two individuals at different

sites were singing), Sedge Warbler (130), Reed Warbler (60), Lesser Whitethroat
(13), Common Whitethroat (150), Garden Warbler (20), Blackcap (4 - on Milton
Common in Portsmouth), Wood Warbler (3), Chiffchaff (10), Willow Warbler
(100), Spotted Flycatcher (1), Pied Flycatcher (6)
Pied Wagtail: A flock of around 150 were seen at Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on Aug 13
Bluethroat: One was caught, ringed and photographed at West Bexington (by
The Fleet north of Weymouth) on Aug 15 but has not been seen since it was
released. This is the first in southern England this year.
Stonechat: A group of three seen in the Fort Cumberland area of the
Portsmouth southern shore on Aug 14 were presumably new arrivals there and
may stay for the winter (though the bird at Sandy Point on Hayling on Aug 1 has
not been mentioned again)
Blackbird: One has been coming into my Havant garden daily from Aug 9 to 16
at least obviously collecting food for young still in a nest
Song Thrush: Another unseasonal observation was of a Song Thrush in full
song, heard in Emsworth by Brian Fellows on Aug 10
Mistle Thrush: Two more reports of autumn flocks come from the Horsham
area (18 birds on Aug 12) and from the south of the Isle of Wight (12 birds on
Aug 12)
Melodious Warbler: One on St Mary's in the Scillies on Aug 11 and 12
Dartford Warbler: On July 31 I pased on a report of at least one juvenile seen
with an adult in the Sinah Common area of south Hayling and on Aug 11 there
was a sighting of an adult with two juveniles in the same area
House Sparrow: On Aug 9 a large flock was noted in the fields west of Selsey
Bill, co-inciding with the departure last week of Sparrows from gardens in
Havant and Portsdown (and no doubt elsewhere).
Common Rosefinch: A juvenile was reported from a garden at St Ives in
Cornwall on Aug 9
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Black-tailed Skimmer: Six at at Kent site on Aug 14
Red-veined Darter: Two in Thanet in Aug 14
Common Darter: One was in the Portland moth traps on Aug 11
Small Red-eyed Damselfly: Two at Dungeness on Aug 10
Butterflies

35 species reported this week with some good counts. On Aug 8 Ashley
Whitlock went to Oxenbourne Down (at the foot of Butser Hill) and wrote .. "In
almost perfect weather Oxenbourne Down was a dream butterfly site today, with
butterflies absolutely everywhere. We may be in recession, but the butterflies
certainly aren't, and it was a delight to count so many, it must have been on a
par with how the butterflies must have been in the past. The counts were as
follows, Gatekeeper [50] Meadow Brown [30] Small Heath [17] Ringlet
[3] Dark-Green Fritillary [2] Silver-Washed Fritillary [3] Painted Lady
too numerous to count but well over a hundred, and the Small Tortoiseshell
made a nice appearance [2] Peacock [100+] this is my best count of this
species in 25 years of butterflying, Comma [3] Clouded Yellow [1]
Brimstone [30] Large White too numerous to count but well over a hundred,
along with the Small White as well. Green Veined White [5] Small Copper
[1] Common Blue [27] Chalkhill Blue [100+ - I counted many mating pairs
in a space of a few minutes] Small Skipper [21] Large Skipper [3] Silver
Spotted Skipper [5], there was also many Silver-Y Moths, and Macro Moths."
Silver Spotted Skipper: Reported from six sites this week with more than
30 on Newtimber Hill near Brighton on Aug 11 and 12 on Broughton Down
near Stockbridge on Aug 13 (but only 7 at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon
valley that day)
Clouded Yellow: Seventeen sightings in this week's reports including 7 on
Old Winchester Hill on Aug 13, at least 6 on Thorney Island on Aug 11 and
a massive estimate of 15 in Newick Park (10km north of Lewes), where a
crop of Lucerne had caught their attention, on Aug 13
Brown Hairstreak: A total of 44 were seen at Shipton Bellinger near
Andover on Aug 9 but Noar Hill could only produce 2 on Aug 11. Steyning
Round Hill north of Worthing had 9 on Aug 8
Common Blue: A count of 200+ at Mill Hill (Shoreham) on Aug 9, with
counts of 89, 45 and 30 at other sites, show that this species is still
thriving. On Aug 14 Brading Down (IoW) had more than 100.
Chalkhill Blue: Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley had a decent count
of around 1000 flying on Aug 13
Adonis Blue: Mill Hill also had 41 of these beauties on Aug 9
Painted Lady: One seen in a Gosport Garden on Aug 10 and 11 had none
of the normal orange-yellow colour but seemed to be just black and white.
Despite this it is said to have been 'an aggressive male'
Small Tortoiseshell: Fourteen reports between Aug 5 and 13, with
counts of 5, 6+, 9, 10, 22 and 28 (the last on Old Winchester Hill in the
Meon Valley) are very encouraging for the revival of this species
Large Tortoiseshell: An isolated report of one in a Southampton garden
on Aug 8 has no confirmation

Wall Brown: On Aug 11 a walk around the east end of the South Downs
gave a count of 31
Marbled White: These could still be seen at both Durlston and Brading
Down (IoW) on Aug 14, much later than usual
Grayling: A small wetland heath nature reserve in north Hampshire (Castle
Bottom to the north west of Blackbushes airport) had more than 20
Grayling on Aug 5
Moths
To see images of moths mentioned below go to http://ukmoths.org.uk/
and enter the 'Bradley and Fletcher' number of the species (given in
brackets in my notes) in the Moth Name Search box, then press Enter.
Note 1. Omit leading zeroes from my version of the numbers (for 0382 enter
382)
Note 2. The result of entering this number will normally be a list of links to
different pictures. To see one of the pictures and its accompanying data click one
of the links (where it says View Thumbnails click that to choose the best picture,
then click the picture)
Orange Swift (0015 Hepialus sylvina): First seen somewhere in Sussex
on Aug 14
Nemapogon clematella (0220): First in the Thanet area of Kent on Aug
11
Six-belted Clearwing (0382 Bembecia scopigera): Although the first
report was on June 23 the sighting of one by a group of Sussex butterfly
hunters on Lullington Heath (near Friston Forest) on Aug 8 (unassisted by
pheromones) was a pleasant surprise
Argyresthia albistria (0422): First in Thanet on Aug 11
Orthotelia sparganella (0470): First in Thanet on Aug 11
Ethmia quadrillella (0719): First in Thanet on Aug 11. The second
record for Kent since 1961
Beautiful China-mark (1350 Nymphula stagnata): 0811 foy
Yellow Pearl (1396 Mecyna flavalis): The first reported sighting was
on Aug 8 when lots were present on Windover Hill (north of Eastbourne).
Mother of Pearl (1405 Pleuroptya ruralis): First somewhere in Sussex
on Aug 14
Oncocera semirubella (1441): This colourful micro was first reported at
Dungeness on Aug 7

Oak Hook-tip (1646 Drepana binaria): First at Portland on Aug 11
Flame Carpet (1722 Xanthorhoe designata): First at Portland on Aug
11
Chalk Carpet (1731 Scotopteryx bipunctaria cretata): Another first
reported from Windover Hill on Aug 8
White-banded Carpet (1786 Spargania luctuata): First report from
Lullington Heath on Aug 8
Tawny Speckled Pug (1838 Eupithecia icterata): First in Thanet on
Aug 11
Scorched carpet (1888 Ligdia adustata): See
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo/11776/An+elusive+Crake%2C+a+do
dgy+Ruff+and+Moths+%21.html for pictures taken by Mark Cutts on
Portsdown on Aug 9. (This species was first reported on Apr 12)
Canary-shouldered Thorn (1913 Ennomos alniaria): First report of
this comes from Mark Cutts on Aug 10 (use above link for picture)
Dusky Thorn (1914 Ennomos fuscantaria): First somewhere in Sussex
on Aug 14
Convolvulus Hawkmoth (1972 Agrius convolvuli): Aug 11 brought
the third report for the year from Thanet and the fourth report from
Portland (where the first two had been seen on June 27 and Aug 5)
Poplar Hawkmoth (1981 Laothoe populi): This species first appeared
in April but Mark Cutts has a picture from Portsdown on Aug 8
Garden Tiger (2057 Arctia caja): Another of Mark Cutts' Portsdown
picture - the species was first reported on July 15
Marbled Beauty (2293 Cryphia domestica): Another first by Mark
Cutts on Portsdown seen Aug 8
Red Underwing (2452 Catocala nupta): First at Dungeness on Aug 10
with a second on Aug 12 in the Thanet area (typically seen by day resting
on the wall of a public toilet!)
Other Insects
Hornet Robber-fly (Asilus crabroniformis): This species was exciting
news with two sightings last week and we have a third this week with one
seen on 'the gallops' at Butchershole Bottom near Friston Forest in East
Sussex on Aug 8
Syrphus ribesii Hoverfly: First report for the year is of many on the
flowers of Wild Angelica at Stansted House (Rowlands Castle) on Aug 12.

Also on the same flowers were examples of Scaeva pyrastri and
Episyrphus balteatus (the Marmelade hoverfly)
Helophilus trivittatus hoverfly: The first report of these is from Rye
Harbour on Aug 14
Common Wasp: Perhaps these are making a come back? I have noticed
more than usual this year and on Aug 12 many wasps were pestering
customers at the Stansted House cafe by homing in on anything sweet in
the way that I remember being a common picnic hazard not many years
ago. It seems that at least five wasp nests had been found in holes in the
earth bank which screens the Stansted Garden Centre form the rest of the
Forest and Park
Harlequin Ladybird (Harmonia axyridis): A report of 40 in moth traps
at Dungeness on Aug 7 seems to indicate new arrivals from the continent.
Great Green Bush Cricket (Tettigonia viridissima): Their presence in
the Oysterbeds area of Hayling Island was further confirmed on the
morning of Aug 12 when a female was found sitting in the tyre of a car in
the Stoke Common area when the owner came to drive off!
Wasp spider (Argioppe bruennichi): By now these are becoming a
common sight among rough grass in our area - I saw my first two on the
north pier of the old rail bridge at Langstone on Aug 10. At the end of this
week a video of one in action (catching and wrapping up a Grasshopper)
was available on the Rye Bay website
PLANTS
Californian Poppy (Eschscholzia californica): A plant covered with fresh
yellow flowers was a surprise find on Sinah Common (south Hayling) on Aug 14.
It had appeared where Holm Oak and Gorse scrub had recently been removed
(pictures with my Diary entry)
Lucerne: A flowering crop of this in the Newick Park area north of Seaford had
attracted a large crowd of Painted Lady butterflies on Aug 13
Pepper Saxifrage: This was flowering in Emsworth on July 31 but I did not see
any until I found a number of plants in fresh flower by the Hayling Coastal Path
on Aug 14
Slender Hare's Ear (Bupleurum tenuissimum): The first flowers were out on
north Thorney Island by Aug 12
Pale Toadflax (Linaria repens): This is not an uncommon plant (big swathes
can probably still be seen on Browndown west of Gosport) but it was not
recorded on Hayling Island after 1932 until I came on a small cluster of plants
hiding in gorse on Sinah Common a few years ago. The plants were flowering on
Aug 14 when I paid my annual visit and photos are in my diary entry

Blue Fleabane: First flowers seen by me on the north pier of the old rail bridge
at Langstone on Aug 10
Autumn Ladies Tresses: This last orchid species of the year started to flower
at Durlston on Aug 13
OTHER WILDLIFE
World News
Marmot brings Pneumonic Plague to humans: The earth goddess Gaia is
not happy with the progress that Swine Flu is making to control the rogue
human species which is intent on denuding the earth of its biodiversity. She is
trying a new tactic, using Marmots (similar to Ground Squirrels) to spead
Pneumonic Plague which is even more deadly to humans than the Bubonic
Plague which she employed in the middle ages. The latest progress report on
this attempt came from the World Health Organisation on Aug 10. Their
report says ..
"A marmot was at the root of a pneumonic plague outbreak in northwest
China that has claimed three lives. According to the epidemiological
investigation, the source of this outbreak was a wild marmot, which later came
into contact with a dog.
On August 1, China reported an outbreak of pulmonary plague in Ziketan, a
remote town in a Tibetan area of Qinghai province. A 32-year-old herdsman
was the first person to die from the outbreak. His 64-year-old father-inlaw and a 37-year-old male neighbour have also died from the disease.
The WHO said the three deaths have been "attributed largely to delayed
treatment." Nine other people -- mainly relatives who attended the funeral of the
first victim -- are still hospitalised, with seven in stable condition, one showing
acute symptoms of fever and cough, and another in critical condition.
Chinese media had earlier reported that a dog which ate a plague-infected
marmot was suspected to be the origin of the outbreak. The first victim
had been infected after he was bitten by fleas while burying the dog,
Xinhua had reported, quoting professor Wang Hu, director of the Qinghai disease
control bureau. Chinese authorities have lifted a quarantine order that was
imposed on a remote town of 10,000 people to contain a deadly outbreak of
pneumonic plague, according to a report Sunday.
Local News
Seals: One Grey Seal was hauled out on the mud south west of Thorney Island
on Aug 14 among a group of 11 Common Seals. The Grey was still with them
next day
Hedgehog: On the morning of Aug 12 I found glossy black Hedgehog droppings
on my lawn

Wall Lizard: The entry for Aug 14 on the Portland website (
http://www.portlandbirdobs.org.uk/aa_latestnews.htm ) has a couple of colourful
close up photos of juvenile Wall Lizards taken with a Blackberry camera
Great Grey Slug (Limax maximus): One of these, referred to by its
alternative name of Leopard Slug, was seen in the Thanet on Aug 14. Its four
inch length and speckled colouration created a strong impression as did one
I saw in Havant Thicket last year
Blue Shark: First report that I have seen for this year is of two seen from a boat
off the Scillies on Aug 9. These could be dangerous to bathers but luckily they are
a deep water species that does not come in the shallows. My Reader's Digest
book of Water Life says that as many as 5000 are caught by Shark Fishers off the
British south west coast each year - the book was published in 1984 but in 2005
the BBC reported .. "Richard Pierce, chairman of the Plymouth-based Shark Trust,
said: "Blue sharks have been here for millions of years. They are summer visitors.
Sadly they are becoming unusual. The rate at which we are killing them off
means that sooner or later we won't be seeing them." They come here in pursuit
of Mackerel and the like and the ones we get here are mainly young females no
more than 2 metre long. Later they give birth to live young.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 10 - 16 (WEEK 32 OF 2009)
Fri 14 Aug
Wild flowers on Hayling
A short walk in Havant this morning gave me an encounter with a large female
Sparrowhawk which had just killed, and was about to pluck, an adult
Woodpigeon. The hawk was on the ground in the Havant Eastern Road
cemetery in dim light under overhanging trees (and I had no bins with me!) so I
could not see much detail other than that I had disturbed a Sparrowhawk with
prey, and her first reaction was to fly off with the prey but it was too heavy for
her to carry easily. After a brief flight during which she could not gain height she
left the corpse on the ground and flew into a nearby tree, showing brown upper
plumage to identify herself as either a female or juvenile (and I'm pretty sure no
juvenile could have killed an adult Woodpigeon with sufficient force and
technique to completely decapitate the pigeon - there was no sign of the head
anywhere!)
The afternoon was spent cycling down the old rail track to south Hayling in
search of plants, first stop being on the seawall where the Saltmarsh Lane
wetland area drains into Langstone Harbour. Here I was hoping for Slender
Hare's Ear but I found no hint of it where there had been a good show last year.
I did see some tatty Lucerne flowers on the seawall but preferred to photograph
the totally dead remains of the Bastard Cabbage plants which have
invaded Hayling in the last few years (they are spreading widely in southern
England and can even be found in Havant by the Langbrook Stream immediately

north of Solent Road). The dead plants may give an impression of how this
species has become dominant here and the closeup of the seeds provides an
irrefutable proof of identity to a plant that might otherwise be taken for Black
Mustard (which has long thin seed pods pressed against the flower stalk, not
the globular pods of Bastard Cabbage).
Pressing on to the area of Sinah Common around the mini-golf course to the east
of the proper Golf Course I took a couple of snaps of Sheep's Bit which capture
its jizz fairly well and then cycled on to the east end of the south side of the minigolf course where I was hoping for Pale Toadflax but I was stopped in my
tracks before I got there by the bright yellow flowers of Californian Poppy
(Eschscholzia californica) which had appeared as a casual where English
Nature have cleared a patch of Holm Oak and gorse scrub.
Back on track I located the tiny remnant of Pale Toadflax at its only known
Hayling location and was rewarded with just one perfect flowerhead among a
group of less than perfect specimens! The best I could do to indicate where the
plants are hidden in the gorse was to put my rucksack on the ground in the path
opposite the site and then take an overview shot looking east to the public loos
north of the Inn on the Beach.
On the way home I made one more stop about 100 yards north of where I had
rejoined the Coastal Path after cycling up West Lane and using the short path
connecting the bends in the road to the old railway by the wartime pillbox. I hope
the pictures give some idea of both flowers and leaves of the Pepper Saxifrage
growing there on the east side of the track
Mon 10 Aug
Mud and 'Downland' at Langstone
Having seen Brian Fellows' account of the Havant Wildlife Group outing on
Thorney Island last Saturday when one of the things seen was what they thought
might be Lax Sea Lavender - it seems to have been an odd plant of Common
Sea Lavender growing on very dry ground away from the shore - I felt obliged
(now that I have my own camera) to contribute a picture of genuine Lax Sea
Lavender so this morning I cycled to Langstone Pond and jumped off the
seawall into the mud in order to take a picture of one of the plants growing
there. The results are shown below but sadly the plants which had been in full
fresh flower last week were not longer at their best.

Next I headed for the remains of the north pier of the old rail bridge from which
you can have a look at Langstone Harbour and can also enjoy a colourful
selection of chalk downland plants thanks to the chalk brought here to build the
embankment which once carried the railway over the muddy harbour edge and
out to the bridge. Here I spotted a new addition to my flowering plant list in the

shape of several plants of Blue Fleabane which I attempted to photograph in a
strong wind that was blowing the plants about.
I would normally have cycled home along the old rail track but today there was a
Footpath Closed notice and several men were cutting back the vegetation - it
seems that very slowly we are moving towards completing the official cycle track
from Havant rail station to the old West Town station on south Hayling - until
now there has been a gap from where the Hayling Billy Trail meets the main road
and the recently widened footways on Langstone Bridge.
Two other items of interest today were my first three adult Common Gulls back
on the mud off the Royal Oak at Langstone and the very unexpected appearance
of a male Blackbird on my lawn with a beak full of small worms,
presumably intended for a very late brood of youngsters in a nearby nest
SUMMARY FOR AUG 3 - 9 (WEEK 31 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Cattle Egret: One flew north over Portland on Aug 7
Little Egret: Another indication of the rapidly increasing number of these in
southern England as birds return from breeding comes from Rye Harbour where
the number leaving the night roost on Aug 8 was up to 82 (previous counts have
been 6 on Apr 19, 12 on May 3, 15 on June 12, 64 on July 21 and now 82)
Great White Egret: I think a report of one in Langstone Harbour on Aug 5
should be treated with scepticism until there is more than one distant sighting but
one was seen well on the north Kent coast on Aug 2 and there is another report
for Aug 8 of one at Sturminster Marshall on the Stour near Blandford in Dorset
Spoonbill: An adult with two juveniles was photographed in flight over the Oare
Marshes in Kent on Aug 2 and a single bird spend the day at Pett Pools (Rye Bay)
on Aug 5. Latest news is of one in Poole Harbour on Aug 7
Black Swan: The female which mated with a Mute Swan on the River Itchen in
Southampton on May 14 has patiently sat on a nest since then but has now given
up without outcome.
Shelduck: When Lee Evans was at Farlington Marshes to see the Spotted Crake
on Aug 5 he commented on 'many juvenile Shelduck' in Langstone Harbour.
Teal: Several reports of these returning to th south coast include a count of 45
going west at Dungeness on Aug 5, 8 arriving at Climping (Worthing) and 6 at
Bembridge Harbour both on Aug 6, and an estimated 30 at Pulborough Brooks on
Aug 7
Pochard: On Aug 7 the Dungeness RSPB reserve reported the presence or 1158
Pochard (the second highest count ever at that site) - I assume this was a
massive passage flock having a rest.

Aythya hybrid: John Clark was at Farlington Marshes on Aug 2 and noted the
presence of several duck species (12 Shoveler, 6 Teal, 4 Gadwall and 1 Pintail)
plus 'an interesting hybrid female showing some Scaup-like features'
Red-breasted Merganser: Lee Evans is the only person to report the presence
of a female in Langstone Harbour on Aug 5 (when one was also seen flying east
near Seaford). I wonder if this was the bird seen in the Southampton Water area
- last reported off Warsash on July 12?
Goosander: Three were seen on the River Avon somewhere near Ringwood on
Aug 2
Honey Buzzard: Reports of them moving over the near continent continue but
on Aug 2 Portland reported one flying south there. Since then there have been
reports of one circling over the A22 Uckfield bypass on Aug 5, two reports on Aug
6 from Luccombe Down on the IoW and Dungeness (both these birds were flying
east), then one over the downs north of Worthing on Aug 8
Marsh Harrier: A female was seen over Langstone Harbour on both Aug 4 and
5. Another female flew over Christchurch Harbour on Aug 3. More recently a
female was over Pulborough Brooks on Aug 7 with another sighting over
Langstone Harbour that evening and over the Isle of Wight next day (Aug 8)
Hen Harrier: Two reported over Luccumbe Down (IoW) on Aug 8
Kestrel: Two reports this week of what sounds like 'family training days' for
juvenile Kestrels. On Aug 2 four were seen hunting together on the Sussex
Downs above the Cuckmere Valley and on Aug 3 a total of eight were hunting in
the Lewes area. In the past I have seen this behaviour over Sinah Common on
Hayling - a line of Kestrels, each about 100 metres from its neighbour,
all hovering and occasionally descending on possilbe prey. I assume the
adult parents were demonstrating hunting technique to their fledged young which
were doing their best to copy the skill.
Red-footed Falcon: A 'possible' sighting came from the area north of Worthing
on Aug 2. This came from a reputable observer (Richard Ives) who wrote .. "At
Salvington an interesting falcon - very lithe and Hobby like started to hover. I do
believe it was a Red-footed Falcon but did not have my binoculars to confirm my
suspicions." I see from the MacMillan Field Guide to Bird Identification that the
Red-footed Falcon looks like a Hobby in shape but a Kestrel in colouration - it
goes on to say .. "Unlike Hobby, persistently hovers, but with noticeably deeper
wingbeats than Kestrel"
Merlin: A third report of one returning south comes from Dungeness on Aug 2.
The previous two were from Radipole in Dorset on July 1 and Horsham in Sussex
on July 26
Quail: One was heard in the Kent Stour valley (an unlikely location) early in the
mornings of Aug 1 and 6

Spotted Crake: These have started to put in their elusive autumn appearances
on the south coast. Other than reports of a bird heard on Brownsea Island
(where they may breed) on May 25 and 27 the first two autumn reports came on
Aug 2 with birds at both the Lymington Marshes and Christchurch Harbour.
Neither of those has been seen again but on Aug 4 Tim Doran saw one at the
Farlington Marshes Lake and this has remained to Aug 8 at least. This bird has
been slightly less difficult to spot than others in the past - it can be expected to
be seen at the east end of the lake within fifteen minutes of your arrival. After
seeing it on Aug 5 Lee Evans wrote .. "This individual is frequenting the mud at
the narrower eastern end of the lagoon and was showing reasonably well and
fairly frequently during my visit this afternoon. The resident Moorhens did not
like it and whenever it appeared when they were out, they chased it back into the
reeds. On a couple of occasions it had to fly revealing very pale underwings.
However, on the other hand, the crake was actually very aggressive towards a
Common Sandpiper that came nearby and chased after it in flight to push it
away from the margin. A particularly boisterous individual! It showed on and off
at regular intervals generally keeping to the far left about 10 yards from the
water and was typically buff-toned on the undertail coverts and quite dark about
the face. There was some reddish-orange at the base of the bill but ageing
individuals in late July and August is always very difficult and only satisfactorily
achieved on eye colour."
Dotterel: The first report of an autumn passage bird came from Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 5 when one flew south west over the site (presumably identified
by call?)
Golden Plover: A flock of 30 flying down the Test Valley on July 19 was the first
substantial arrival in the south, then on July 30 a flock of around 90 was at the
Oare Marshes near Faversham in Kent. Latest news is of around 240 at Oare on
Aug 5 (100 Knot were also there that day). By Aug 8 a settled flock was starting
to build up at Rye Harbour (but only 22 birds so far)
Grey Plover: Birds in summer plumage will soon become frequent along the
south coast - on Aug 5 there was a flock of ten at Newtown Harbour on the IoW
and on Aug 6 four were on the Lymington shore. Also on Aug 6 the first was back
in the Emsworth Channel area but its plumage was not mentioned (it could have
been one of the many young birds staying the summer in the local harbours and
not yet showing breeding plumage)
Little Stint: The first autumn bird was at Rye Harbour on July 27 and by Aug 5
they have appeared at four more south coast sites including two birds at the
Pennington Marshes (Lymington) and one at Farlington Marshes
Pectoral Sandpiper: One at Pett Pools (Rye Bay) on Aug 7
Dunlin: By Aug 4 Pagham Harbour had a flock of 200
Ruff: One was a newcomer at Farlington Marshes on Aug 8

Black-tailed Godwit: John Clark found 181 at Farlington Marshes on Aug 1
matching the count of 184 there on July 23. On Aug 5 Lee Evans could only see
102 there. Also on Aug 5 there were estimated to be 800 at the Oare Marshes in
North Kent (though I think these are continental race, not Icelandic, birds). Also
on Aug 5 a group of ten stopped briefly at Portland when Richard Millington (who
is very familiar with the continental race in East Anglia) was there and Richard
supplied the following comments (on separating the races and ageing and sexing
the birds) which appear on the Portland website. "Breeding-plumaged adult
'Icelandic' Black-tailed Godwits. The female is larger and more rangy, with longer
legs and a longer bill than the male. Not only is the male smaller, but the rich
chestnut-orange of the foreparts is cleaner, with bold black bars limited to the
flank; on the female, this colour is invaded by a multitude of thin dark bars up
the sides of the breast. The female has intricate patterning on the scapulars, but
she has rather more summer-patterned feathers in the wing coverts than the
male, because she had more time to lay down these feathers before arresting her
spring moult. The male is more boldly patterned orange and black above, but he
arrested his moult earlier, upon arriving at the nesting grounds first (and so has
only acquired a couple of summer-patterned tertials and inner median coverts).
The rest of the wing (all the plain coverts, the secondaries and primaries) is worn
'winter' feathering, acquired in last autumn's complete moult. Having migrated,
both birds will soon begin their complete post-breeding moult into their all-grey
winter plumage. Adult 'Continental' Black-tailed Godwits (the majority of which
migrated to West Africa last month) will already have virtually completed their
post-breeding moult and look effectively all-grey by August."
Whimbrel: Lee Evans recorded a good count of 42 in Langstone Harbour (on
the RSPB Islands) on Aug 5
Spotted Redshank: One was seen at Farlington Marshes on both Aug 1 and 5
and another was in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Aug 6 (when 2
were seen at Lymington)
Marsh Sandpiper: The bird which turned up on St Mary's in the Scillies on July
29 was still there on Aug 7. Another was seen briefly at Bough Beech near
Tonbridge in Kent on Aug 6
Green Sandpiper: A total of 34 were in the Kent Stour valley on Aug 6 and
there were 26 at Pulborough Brooks on Aug 7 - other high counts have been 10
at Weir Wood reservoir (Crowborough) on Aug 4, 16 at Christchurch Harbour on
Aug 3 and around 13 at Pulborough Brooks on Aug 2.
Wood Sandpiper: Eight reports this week including a count of four at Weir
Wood on Aug 6 and two at Dungeness on Aug 7
Common Sandpiper: Plenty of these around but a count of 12 together at
Hook/Warsash on Aug 7 was a good local report.

Turnstone: These are now back in force at Titchfield Haven area (59 there on
July 31 and 70 on Aug 3) but a more typical current count for the south coast
was of just one at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Aug 4.
Common Gull: These are beginning to make a general return to the south coast
with four seen entering Langstone Harbour on the evening of Aug 4 and six
adults being seen from Farlington Marshes on Aug 5 (when 15 were back at the
Oare Marshes in Kent)
Yellow-legged Gull: Autumn flocks are starting to build at the head of
Southampton Water (27 there on Aug 5) and in the Selsey/Pagham area with
around 20 seen at Bracklesham on July 30 but the best place to see them is
Poole Harbour where I believe there is a breeding colony (69 seen at Middlebere
on Aug 3)
Gull-billed Tern: One seen at a Dutch site on Aug 5 (third continental sighting I
have picked up this year in addition to sightings in Devon on May 23, Lymington
on June 4 and Titchfield Haven on July 4)
Common Tern: 1150 came to roost in Langstone Harbour on the evening of Aug
4
Little Tern: 50 to roost in Langstone Harbour on Aug 3
Black Tern: These are now passing through the Solent area in small numbers ignoring an odd bird at the Blashford Lakes on July 17 Hampshire birders have
seen them since Aug 1 at Titchfield/Hill Head (max 10 on Aug 6), Lymington (4
offshore on Aug 5) plus singles at the Blashford Lakes on Aug 3 and Black
Point/Hayling on Aug 5
Cuckoo: A juvenile at Dungeness on Aug 3 (after what was probably an adult at
Beachy Head on Aug 1) suggests that the adults have now left and the young are
starting to follow them.
Little Owl: On Aug 5 Alistair Martin saw one back at a traditional site near Aston
House half way down the Hayling Coastal path
Swift: Aug 2 brought a screaming party of 60 over Shirley in Southampton plus a
count of 50 (maybe the same birds) over the nearby Lower Test with 70 seen a
little further west over Christchurch Harbour. On Aug 3 sightings were further
east with 40 over Beachy Head and 190 at Dungeness. Aug 4 brought a count of
200 high over Brighton with more than 72 over Poole Harbour and 30 over
Beachy Head. Numbers leaving us increased again on Aug 6 with 360 going south
from Pagham Harbour and 430 passing over Dungeness.
Sand Martin: On Aug 3 a flock of 800 were behaving like finches, grounded on
a newly drilled field in the Church Norton (Pagham) area with small parties leapfrogging each other as they moved across the field. Also that day Dungeness had
a peak count of 1800 passing over but another 400 followed them on Aug 4 when

some 700 roosted in reeds around the Breech Pool to the north of Pagham
Harbour (a single white bird was among that flock!)
Swallow: Many of these are now leaving - on Aug 7 Portland reported several
hundred flying south out to sea
Tree Pipit: These have just started to head south with the first report being of
one at Dungeness on Aug 2 (when another was seen at Portland). Aug 3 brought
at single to Hope Gap near Beachy Head and Aug 5 brought news of one over
Christchurch Harbour. By Aug 8 there were 6 at Hope Gap near Beachy Head
Yellow Wagtail: Serious autumn passage seems to have started on July 31 with
14 at Dungeness where daily sightings increased to 24 on Aug 2 (when the Oare
Marshes in north Kent reported 50 that were not, I think, local birds). Locally just
one flew over Pagham Harbour on Aug 4
Grey Wagtail: These are now joing the autumn passage with first reports of
singles over Durlston on Aug 6 and Dungeness on Aug 7. Quite a few Pied
Wagtails are also moving
Robin: Autumn song re-started in Emsworth on July 31 but I personally heard
my first in full song at Langstone in the afternoon of Aug 7 and then heard two
singing on either side of my Havant garden on the morning of Aug 8
Departure of other summer birds: With the mass rush for the exit now under
way the best I can do is to note the species concerned with a peak count of birds
seen at any one site during this week. Nightingale (2), Common Redstart (3),
Whinchat (2), Wheatear (15), Grasshopper Warbler (6), Sedge Warbler (150+),
Reed Warbler (10), Lesser Whitethroat (10), Common Whitethroat (81), Garden
Warbler (12+), Blackcap (25), Wood Warbler (1), Chiff Chaff (20), Willow Warbler
(94), Spotted Flycatcher (2 families), Pied Flycatcher (2)
Melodious Warbler: One was seen at Portland from Aug 2 until Aug 6 with a
different bird there on Aug 7
Dartford Warbler: Comments on HOSLIST show that the snow in January had
a catastrophic effect on Dartford Warbler populations in those areas where the
snow persisted but in other areas where it did not the birds were not so seriously
affected. On Aug 4 Lee Evans summarised the situation, saying .. "John Eyre
asked whether the severe weather of January 2009 had affected other
populations of Dartford Warblers in the UK. I answered in relation to those
populations in East Surrey, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Norfolk, Suffolk and
Essex. In the majority of counties, numbers are seriously depleted, even in
Somerset, but it seems that Hampshire, Devon, Cornwall, Gwent and the
Cardiff area survived relatively unscathed and will hopefully provide the
platform for the northward colonisation to take place again." Right on the south
coast the birds probably suffered little loss and this is reflected in a local report of
July 31 saying that an adult had been seen with a juvenile near a regular

Hayling Island breeding site on Sinah Common, and another juvenile has
been seen this week at Christchurch Harbour.
House Sparrow: Here in Havant it seems that all the birds have left the built up
areas where they have been breeding and they are now presumably forming
flocks in the countryside
Serin: A female was seen at West Bexington near The Fleet in Dorset on Aug 8
Corn Bunting: One was singing at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon valley on Aug
3
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker and Common Darter were both seen at Stansted
House grounds on Aug 5 but no other reports so far
Lesser Emperor: 6 were at the Dungeness RSPB site on Aug 6
Black Darter: First report for the year comes from the heathland
restoration area near Pulborough Brooks on Aug 7
Butterflies
36 species reported on the wing this week - the highest number so far
this year
Clouded Yellow: A noticeable increase with sixteen sightings reported this
week including more than one on Portsdown on Aug 3, 3 on the Lymington
Marshes on Aug 8 and 4 at Mill Hill (Shoreham) on Aug 6.
Brown Hairstreak: These had been out in Sussex since July 14 but the
first Hampshire report was of five seen at Shipton Bellinger near Andover
on July 31
Brown Argus var pallidior: On Aug 3 when on Portsdown I had a clear
view of what I felt sure was a Brown Argus but which had white
instead of orange filling the prominent crescents around the edges
of the upper suface of its wings. At the time I had no idea of where to
find out if this was a recognized aberration but it so happened that an
aberrant Gatekeeper had been seen in Sussex on the same day and that
the finder (Tom Ottley) had identified it using something called the
Cockayne collection. See my diary entry for Aug 5 to see how I identified
my aberration using this facility provided by the Natural History Museum.
Holly Blue: These are still at a low point in the perpetual cycle of the
battle between their species and the Ichneumon wasp Listrodomus
nycthemus which parasitises the Holly Blue caterpillar. Nevertheless
there have been seven reported sightings this week including reports from

gardens in Emsworth and on Portsdown and I managed to see one in flight
in the Warblington area on Aug 7
Purple Emperor: These have normally disappeared by the end of July but
this year there has been at least one August sighting of four in the Alice
Holt Forest on Aug 2
Painted Lady: No one can have failed to see many specimens of this
species this summer but this week a report from the Ditchling Beacon area
of the Sussex Downs on Aug 4 described a patch of thistles some 200 by
300 metres in size in which every thistle head seemed to have one or more
Painted Ladies on it (one had attracted six butterflies). A rough calculation
suggested that 120,000 butterflies were present!
Small Tortoiseshell: Twelve reports in the past few days (mostly of
single butterflies but including sightings of 3, 5 and 7) show that this
species is regaining ground lost to the Sturmia bella fly which has
recently arrived in this country and which parasitises the butterfly's
caterpillars
Peacock: Aug 2 saw reports of more than 20 on Graffham Down near
Midhurst and 13 on Portsdown among eight reports so far this week. Those
do not include one which I found on Aug 8 already hibernating in my
garage (I think the majority which of this and other species which emerge
at this time of year spend no more than a couple of days feeding before
settling down to a long sleep so as to be fresh and ready for the real
business of their lives - mating and egg-laying next spring)
Wall Brown: These are doing well in Sussex with reports of 26 seen in the
Steyning are north of Worthing on Aug 2 and 42 counted during a long
walk of the eastern end of the South Downs on Aug 5. Another count of 30
was made on the downs north of Worthing on Aug 8 when 4 were seen on
the Lymington Marshes
Grayling: On Aug 4 I met Barry Collins in Havant on his way home from
Sandy Point on Hayling where he had seen 16 Grayling
Gatekeeper var subalbida: On Aug 5 Tom Ottley wrote on the Sussex
Butterfly website .. "Looking round Uckfield Millennium Green today I came
across a female Gatekeeper that was an unusual colour. It was white
where it should have been yellow so the wings were white with brown
borders, and no it wasn't just faded! It had the usual spots. Looking at the
Cockayne collection website it looked exactly like the subalbida aberrant.
I've no idea if these are rare but it certainly looked quite striking."
Moths
Raspberry Clearwing (038A Pennisetia hylaeiformis): A report of
one found on an allotment at Bexhill on Aug 2 sent me to search for more
information about this species as it was new to me and was reported as a

first for Sussex. UK Moths had no entry for the species but I eventually
found that the species, while common on the other side of the
Channel and right across Europe, had not been detected in Britain
until 2008 (at Royston in Hertfordshire) with the next report coming from
Bedfordshire in July 2009. As far as I know this one in Sussex was the
third for Britain. (As it does not have a B&F number I have slotted it into
my database after the other Clearwings and given it a generalised
number following the Six-belted Clearwing which is in the genus
Bembecia which seems to be equivalent to Pennisetia - our other
Clearwings belong to the genus Synanthedon)
Honeysuckle Moth (0453 Ypsolopha dentella): First report from
Thanet on Aug 1
Pediasia contaminella (1323): First at Portland on Aug 7
Cryptoblabes bistriga (1433): First at Dungeness on Aug 5
Apomyelois bistriatella (1486): First on Dungeness on Aug 6 - an
uncommon moth whose larve live on a fungus related to Cramp Balls but
which is found on burnt gorse
Rest Harrow (1664 Aplasta ononaria): First report from Thanet on Aug
4
Small Scallop (1712 Idaea emarginata): First report from Thanet on
Aug 2
Ash Pug (1849 Eupithecia fraxinata): First at Dungeness on Aug 6
Channel Islands Pug (1855a Eupithecia ultimaria): First at
Dungeness on Aug 6
Convolvulus Hawkmoth (1972 Agrius convolvuli): Singles at Portland
on Aug 5 and Aug 7 (the first had been recorded there on June 27)
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (2111 Noctua janthina):
First report from Durlston on Aug 6
Flounced Rustic (2353 Luperina testacea): First report from Thanet
on Aug 2
Scarce Bordered Straw (2400 Helicoverpa armigera): First at
Portland on Aug 6
Other Insects
Hornet Robber-fly (Asilus Crabroniformis): Two reports of this
impressive insect during the week - one was seen on Aug 2 on the South
Downs above the village of Edburton (just east of the Adur valley) but news
of the second came to me by phone on Aug 7 when someone living on
Portsdown rang me up for help with identifying an insect found inside their

house (and captured in a bug box). The identity of the insect was soon
established beyond doubt by reference to two of Michael Chinery's books
and I suggested that it would be good to release the insect as soon as
possible but I could not resist suggesting a little experiment first - a box of
mealworms (for feeding baby Robins) was to hand and I suggested that it
would be interesting to see if this carnivorous insect would eat one if it
were put in the bug box (Robber-fly larvae are said to eat the larvae
of Dung beetles though the adults normally catch flying insects) - I
haven't heard the outcome of this.
As it is many years since I once attempted to photograph the only
Robber-fly I have ever seen (also on Portsdown) I have had a look at the
current status of the species given on the UK Biodiversity Action
Plan website - it says .. "This large and spectacular fly is found in
unimproved grassland and heath in southern England and Wales. However,
these habitats have shown significant decline in range and quality in recent
years, with fragmentation enhancing the difficulties facing this insect.
Since 1970 the hornet robberfly has been recorded from only
about 40 ten km squares: in Hampshire, for example, it has been
lost from six of its seven chalk grassland sites over the last few
years." For further info and a photo of the insect in question go to
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/UKPlans.aspx?ID=117#1 and for 20 more superb
photos go to http://diptera.myspecies.info/en/category/dipteraclassification/asilus-crabroniformis
Scaeva pyrastri hoverfly: Brian Fellows got a good photo of this insect
on Thorney Island on Aug 7 - see http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0889-scaeva-pyrastri-tni-07.08.09.jpg
Flesh Fly (Sarcophaga carnaria): On Aug 4 Brian Fellows took great
picture of two of these mating on a leaf at the Brook Meadow nature
reserve in Emsworth - see it at http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-891flesh-flies-matingi-bm-04.08.09.jpg
Black Garden Ant (Lasius niger): There has been a massive mating
flight of these during the week with many reported airborne over the
Pulborough Brooks on Aug 2 and (unusually) many apparently unable to
get airborne in my garden - on the evening of Aug 4 my front lawn was
covered with winged ants crawling everywhere but none were seen in the
air (nor were any birds catching them overhead) and early on the morning
of Aug 5 there was a similar massive display on my back lawn. Later in the
day few were left but again I saw no indication that they had become
airborne (as their wings detach immediately after one of these annual
flights maybe they lost their wings without ever becoming airborne due to
weather conditions - too cool? too damp? not enough breeze?)
Mottled Grasshopper (Myrmeleotettix maculatus): Several of these
(and Lesser Marsh Grasshoppers) could be seen at Rye Harbour (Castle

Water) on Aug 6 along with Dark Bush-Crickets, Roesel's BushCrickets and Long Winged Coneheads
Wasp Spider (Argioppe bruennichi): These are now becoming more
common with a report from Sidlesham Ferry (Pagham Harbour) on July 30
and a sighting of at least two on the north of Thorney Island on Aug 6
PLANTS
Tall (or Golden) Melilot: Checking the seed pods found on several plants still
flowering on Portsdown on Aug 3 I could see many hairs on the pods showing
these were the first Tall, not Ribbed, Melilot that I have recognised this year.
Autumn Gentian: Also seen on Portsdown on Aug 3 was the first Autumn
Gentian that I am aware of (Durlston, which usually has the earliest flowerings,
did not report one until Aug 5!)
Lesser Centaury: Durlston had reported this in flower on July 30 but I was
nevertheless delighted to come across a single minute, scarlet flowered, plant on
Portsdown on Aug 3
Red hemp nettle (Galeopsis angustifolia): Flowering at Rye Harbour on Aug
3 - see http://rxwildlife.org.uk/category/all-latest-news/plants/ for an entry dated
Aug 3 and headed 'Tiny rare species in peril' - this not only has a photo of the
Hemp-nettle flower but also of a tiny Flea Beetle that lives on the plant
Least lettuce (Lactuca saligna): The sorry state of this species at Rye
Harbour is also described in the above mentioned web entry
Harebell: The display of this on Portsdown on Aug 3 was the best I have ever
seen there (though I am not a regular enough visitor to judge that
authoritatively!)
Canadian Goldenrod: This garden flower was flowering well in the wild on
Portsdown on Aug 3
OTHER WILDLIFE
Grey Seal: One seen in Stockers Lake (Chichester Harbour mouth area) on Aug
6. Observer was sure it was not the more expected Common Seal
Slow-worm: Nik Knight reports a sighting of two in his Langstone garden on
Aug 4. Despite regular attacks on them by Cats, Magpies, and no doubt other
predators these legless lizards seem to be common enough in the Havant area
where compost heaps provide them with good habitat.
Portuguese Man-of-War (Physalia physalis): Three of these (first of the
year) were recently washed up on the Chesil Bank in Dorset and I heard of them
via the Durlston website on Aug 5. These are not normal jellyfish (each is not a

single organism but a colony of separate creatures living in a symbiotic
relationship). Should you ever come near one try to avoid the long trailing
tentacles which deliver a really nasty sting - the Durlston website advises you to
use sellotape to remove any part of the creature that sticks to your skin, and
then to pour liberal quantities of vinegar on the affected parts
Fungi: Five specimens of Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe conica) had
pushed the tips of their conical orange caps through the grass in my lawn on Aug
5. The deep orange colour soon turns a deep black as if the fungus was made of
charcoal. Another fungus (Daldinia vernicosa - very similar to D. concentrica
or Cramp Balls) gets a mentions thanks to the finding of an unusual moth
(Apomyelois bistriatella) at Dungeness - the larvae of this moth feed on the
fungus which is said to be restricted to burnt gorse and birch trees)

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 3 - 9 (WEEK 31 OF 2009)
Fri 7 Aug
Warblington flowers and a Portsdown Robber-fly
Just before I set out for Warblington on my bike I had a phone call telling me of
a very unexpected discovery inside a house on the southern slopes of Portsdown
below Fort Purbrook - a rare and impressive Hornet Robber-fly had been found
inside the house and had been captured in a bug-box with a magnifying glass lid
so that the insect could be seen and described in detail. To read about it go to
the entry in the Other Insects section of my Mid-week Summary below.
Before reaching Warblington my path crossed that of a Holly Blue butterfly,
seen in flight only, the first of several species (including Comma and Speckled
Wood as well as Meadow Browns and the inevitable Whites - Large and
Small - and Painted Ladies), but my main interest was in flowers.
Heading down the footpath from Selangor Avenue to Nore Barn I noted Betony
in flower and on the Nore Barn saltings both Greater and Lesser Sea Spurrey
could be compared alongside one another to see the size and colour differences
(the Greater is mainly found in the saltings but Lesser could be seen in the
brick base of the nearby picnic table as well as with the Greater). Turning west
along the shore I went into the Conigar Point field which now has a head high
Sweetcorn crop which today was being used for a game that was new to
me - a lady was exercising her Terrier dog by using a plastic sling to hurl a tennis
ball some 30 metres through the air before it was lost to my sight aming the
jungle of Sweetcorn. I wondered what the idea was but it was only a few seconds
later that the ball re-appeared in the Terrier's mouth. This throw and retrieve
game was repeated several times and the dog seemed to have no difficulty in
finding the ball which he could not see in flight and could only hear when it
landed (no doubt smell was also involved).
While this was going on I walked a few yards along the field edge until I found a
couple of Field Woundwort plants struggling up through the grass outside the

crop. My photos may help you to recognize the plant though these plants were
taller (more 'leggy') than normal and the flowers were pale in comparison to
some that will grow in the stubble when the crop has been harvested (though the
flowers will never be as red as those of the Red Deadnettle with which it might
be confused if you do not appreciate the different shape of the leaves and
flowers!)
I then visited Warblington cemetery where there was a good show of Roundleaved Fluellen lining the edge of the path running parallel to the southern
edge of the cemetery at its western end.
Before reaching home I dropped in on Nik Knight at the Old Farmhouse by Wade
Court where two Robins were in full song, accompanied by a Coal Tit.
Wed 5 Aug
The Cockayne collection at the Natural History Museum
At the end of my entry for last Monday I mentioned my sighting of what
appeared to be a fresh Brown Argus butterfly but with white, not orange,
filling the crescents along the outer edges of its wings. At the time I could
find no source of information about known abberations for this or any other
butterfly species but today's entry on the Buttefly Conservation Sussex website
has a contribution from Tom Ottley saying .. "Looking round Uckfield Millennium
Green today I came across a female Gatekeeper that was an unusual
colour. It was white where it should have been yellow so the wings were white
with brown borders, and no it wasn't just faded! It had the usual spots. Looking
at the Cockayne collection website it looked exactly like the subalbida
aberrant."
I put Cockayne into Google and it came up with pages referring to a vast
collection of lepidoptera (some 500,000 specimens) stored at the
Natural History Museum in 5000 drawers of specimens. These had come
from several original collectors and had been organized into one systematic
collection by the Museum in 1970. Now many of the specimens have been
photographed and are available online.
To search the collection start with http://www.nhm.ac.uk/researchcuration/research/projects/cockayne/index.html and then click on "Cockayne
database: Taxon search" in the left hand panel. This brings up a page in which
you can specify your search parameters (I put in Brown Argus and ticked the
'Include abberations' box) and I was given a gallery of photos which included
just one having white instead of orange in its wing edge crescents - this was
named Aricia agestis ab pallidior so it seems what I saw was a known variant
for which I now have a name.
Warning - do not use the Search box at the head of the NHS museum pages as
that returned 'Page not found' errors when I put in Brown Argus.
Tue 4 Aug
Plant galls
I was recently asked if I knew what caused the flowers on a Spear Thistle plant
to become deformed - in place of the normal 'shaving brush' flower head this

plant had much larger flowers than usual with the normal purplish florets forming
a horizontal ring around the edge of a flower head in the shape of a 'flying
saucer'.
My short answer was that I did not know the cause but assumed it was the work
of some 'gall causing' insect laying eggs in the flower head to provide food
and shelter for the young stages of insect development. I recently read about a
Poplar leaf-stem Aphid (Pemphigus spirotheacae) and wrote up the details
in my Weekly Summary for Week 28, and have previously learnt about the life
cycle of two tiny gall wasps (Biorhiza pallida and Diplolepis rosae) which
cause Oak Apples and 'Robin's Pin Cushion' galls respectively, and I assumed
that some other insect specialised in using the Spear Thistle in a similar way.
Searching what books I have, and the internet, drew a blank on what this insect
might be, and I still have no confident answer (two possibilities are that it is
either the effect of some unknown virus or that it is an indirect side effect of
nematode worms attacking the roots of the thistle and preventing essential
food or minerals reaching the parts of the thistle which control flower
development). The search for an answer, however, has greatly extended my
knowledge of plant galls, in particular through a couple of specialist books lent
to me by Nik Knight (well known to many local naturalists as head of the
Portsmouth Grammar School biology department until his recent retirement).
The most comprehensive of these books is 'The Pocket Encyclopaedia of
Plant Galls in colour' by Arnold Darlington, published by Blandford Press in
1968 and the second is number 17 in a series of Naturalists' Handbooks entitled
'Plant galls' by Margaret Redfern and R.R. Askew, published by the Richmond
Publishing Co. Ltd in 1992.
What I learnt from these books is that gall-making is far more widespread as part
of a life cycles than I had imagined. It does not include such activities as leafmining by insect larvae, nor 'leaf curling' to provide a hideaway for spiders or
to hide the caterpillars or pupae of lepidoptera. True galls only occur when the
action of the 'gall causer' triggers a change in the normal growth of the
plant (either by increasing the number of plant cells or by enlarging those cells).
My first surprise came in the list of types of living organism that are regular
gall-causers as part of their life cycle. This list starts with bacteria (for
example the bacteria which operate on the roots of leguminous plants and cause
the growth of the galls (or nodules) on those roots in which nitrogen is collected
and stored (the plants do not grow these nodules without the intervention of the
bacteria). Inevitably fungi also appear prominently in the list (is any aspect of
the living world not affected by fungi?).
Going up the scale of complexity in the structure of the gall causer we then come
to nematode worms (in particular those known as eelworms) but the books
do not have much to say on these so we pass on to Mites - tiny creatures less
than one tenth of a millimetre long, having mouth parts so small that they only
injure a single plant cell at a time when the mite wants a drink of plant fluid!
Despite its tiny size one species (Eriophyes tristriatus typicus) causes large
'warts' (up to 1cm across) to appear on the upper surface of the leaves of
Walnut trees, these warts being hollow and hair lined to form a cosy communal

residence for many mites. The Walnut tree in my garden is currently covered
with these warts.
Only now do we come to Insects, among which gall causing species can be
found among the Bugs, Wasps, Sawflies, Ichneumons, Flies (Diptera),
Beetles (Coleoptera) and Lepidoptera.
The actual stimulus to the plant's growth mechanism is varied between
species of causer - in some cases the stimulus comes from the process of egglaying by larger insects which inject some substance along with the eggs. In
other cases the stimulus comes from the digestive juices of the larvae when
they start to grow and need to feed while some fungi actually produce growth
hormones similar to those normally generated by the plant itself.
Before leaving this subject there is another large area of interest for those who
investigate what goes on inside galls. Each gall-causer not only creates a
temporary home and food source for itself within the 'host' plant but in
most cases that 'home' attracts a variety of other creatures to take
advantage of the conditions within the gall. Perhaps simplest to understand
are the parasites which attack the organism which created the gall but these
parasites sometimes attract 'hyper-parasites' which intend to devour the
parasite while it is devouring the gall causer. Then there are the 'squatters'
which take advantage of the gall chamber as a home without actively interacting
with the gall causer - these are given the name 'Inquilines' by the author of the
Encyclopaedia. And finally there are those creatures which take over the gall
when the original occupant has completed that stage of their life-cycle
and left the gall (often leaving a large, open 'front door' through which the gall
causer made their exit) - this group of creatures are designated 'Succesori'
Mon 3 Aug
Flowers on Portsdown
Today's sunshine and reduced wind suggested a visit to Portsdown so this
afternoon I parked at the west side of Fort Widley for a walk along the south face
of the hill to a point above the Paulsgrove Chalk Pit. By the time I got back to the
car I had a list of 78 flowering plants including my first Autumn Gentian (aka
Felwort), Tall Melilot (called Golden Melilot by the Fitters because height is
not one of its defining charactistics - I identified it through the hairs on its seed
pods) and Lesser Centaury. I also had 13 butterfly species including my first
Small Tortoiseshell, Brown Argus and Chalkhill Blues (plenty of them
about), and I also heard Yellowhammer song for the first time this summer.
The plant which excited me most was the Lesser Centaury of which I only saw
one example - it was really tiny (less than a centimetre high) but its id was made
certain by the scarlet (not pale pink) colour of the one flower and the tiny
amount of flower stem showing above the calyx.
There was no doubt about the identity of the Small Tortoiseshell nor the many
milky blue male Chalkhill Blues but I may have been wrong about the Brown
Argus. It did its best to help by landing at my feet with its wings open but I
failed to check for the tiny black spots (one in the middle of each forewing) as I
was more concerned with looking for the faintest trace of blue on the wings near
the body (none that I could detect), and I was puzzled by the fact that the bold

'orange' crescents around the edge of the hindwing were not orange but white,
strongly contrasting with the sooty black of the remainder of the wing surfaces maybe this is a known aberration as the butterfly looked fresh, not worn.
SUMMARY FOR JULY 20 - 26 (WEEK 29 OF 2009)
Little Egret numbers along the south coast are now increasing rapidly as birds
return from breeding elsewhere. A family of Shoveler ducklings seen at
Farlington Marshes were an interesting breeding record but my mid-week report
of 32 Marsh Harriers near Rye has had to be corrected!. Several wader species
are in the news as they return to the south coast or are seen there on autumn
passage - a Stone Curlew was a good passage bird but more signicant are
reported flocks of Golden Plover (plus a single Grey Plover) and Dunlin while
two Arctic Skuas were seen in the Test valley taking the overland route south.
Med Gulls have once again had a good breeding season in Langstone Harbour
and I discover that Roseate Terns probably breed in the south more regularly
than I previously thought. We also have an unexpected July report of Glaucous
Gull in Hampshire. In my garden Dunnocks are still singing regularly as
Willow Warblers start their mass move south among a long list of other
departing summer birds. Flocks of Crossbill in the New Forest and at Stansted
(plus another flock in St Leonard's Forest) may indicate a large arrival from
Scandinavia. 'And finally' we have news of an escaped Canary returning to its
aviary a week after it escaped.
The summer brood of several butterfly species is now emerging with both
Wall Brown and Adonis Blue appearing in small numbers and Chalkhill Blues
in their thousands. A very interesting but unconfirmed report of a Large
Tortoiseshell seen in the Horndean area north of Rowlands Castle has led me to
discover more about the species. Eighteen new moth species (including the rare
migrant Orache Moth) have been reported this week and there is a fourth
report of the uncommon Lesser Stag Beetle.
Newly flowering plants include Burnet Saxifrage, Dark Mullein and Golden
Rod (the native plant, not to be confused with the Canadian Goldenrod grown
in gardens). Several colourful species such as Purple Loosestrife and Indian
Balsam were seen by me in the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton when finding
the national rarity Buttonweed still survives in that stream. The week's news
has also introduced me to Rock Sea-lavender.
Three fungi in the news include the fascinating Bird's Nest species whose
fascinating scientific approach to energy saving I have attempted to describe in
detail (these were seen in Kent but might re-appear at the Hayling Oysterbeds
where they were found not many years ago). Also an addition to my garden list
with the finding of a dead Pygmy Shrew.
BIRDS

Shearwaters: In addition to the Manx and Balearic Shearwaters that are
currently seen along the full length of the English Channel this week brought
sightings of three Sooty Shearwaters off Cornwall on July 21 and one Great
Shearwater on July 20 (seen from a boat off the Scillies) - this was only the
second report of the species for the year after one in February. No English
reports of Cory's Shearwater this week but on July 21 one site in southern
Spain reported 79 of them. Local news was of one Balearic seen from Sandy
Point on Hayling on July 19
Wilson's Storm Petrel: One seen on July 20 from a boat off the Scillies (with
some 40 Storm Petrels) was the second sighting of this species for the year
(one seen in the same area on July 7)
Cattle Egret: Probable proof of repeated breeding in England this year came in
the form of a juvenile seen in south Devon on July 22 (there was also a sighting
of one at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on July 21).
Little Egret: Post breeding dispersal has brought the expected increase in
numbers at a couple of south coast sites. 42 were seen at Cuckmere Haven on
July 20 and on July 21 the count of birds leaving the Rye Harbour roost was up to
64 (the count there had been down to 6 in April with 12 in May and 15 in June)
Great White Egret: In 2007 the 'regular' bird returned to the Blashford Lakes at
Ringwood on Sep 7 and in 2008 it arrived there on Aug 16. Maybe it is even
earlier this year as one flew north over the site on July 21 but did not stay. It was
not possible to confirm its identity as it was too far away to see if it had the red
leg rings of the 'regular' bird.
Brent Goose: Two of the birds summering in Langstone Harbour (thought to be
at least 9) were seen in the Deeps area of Farlington Marshes on July 23
Gadwall: A brood of seven ducklings were seen with their mother on the
Drayton Lake at Chichester on July 20
Teal: Many of these have stayed with us through the summer but lots more will
soon arrive from further afield - Christchurch Harbour reported their 'first of the
autumn' on July 25
Shoveler: Very few of these remain in Hampshire or Sussex during the breeding
season and even fewer of these are know to breed but on July 19 a female was
seen with 4 ducklings (5 with her earlier) at Farlington Marshes and in 2006 a
county record was set when 5 broods were recorded at Titchfield Haven. The
situation is similar in Sussex where, in 2007, two pairs bred in the Pett area near
Hastings - one of them managed to fledge 6 young but the other, which was first
seen with seven downy young was later seen with just one and that was not
known to have fledged. Last year I saw no reports of breeding but it seems that
quite a few returned to the south coast in July including a flock of 15 seen off
Sandy Point (Hayling) on July 24

Goosander: A surprising report of a juvenile seen at Hook/Warsash on July 24
- a few pairs of this species do breed in the Avon valley and in Dorset but I
wonder if there was confusion between the now very drab plumage of the
female Merganser which was last seen in this area on July 12? (That bird
seems to have been one of a pair seen between Titchfield Haven and
Southampton Water on four occasions between June 5 and 23)
Honey Buzzard: One was seen to drift in a south westerly direction over Mt
Caburn near Lewes on July 23. I see that last year the first hint of autumn
passage that I pick up was of one over the Thanet area of Kent on July 18 but
passage did not really get under way until mid-August, peaking in September.
Marsh Harrier: I have to apologize for mis-reporting an entry by Brian Banks on
the Rye Bay website earlier this week. He wrote .. "These raptors seem to be
doing well in the RX area at the moment, with a new record of 32 birds going in
to roost at the various Romney Marsh/Rye Bay reedbeds on one night last
winter. Does this total comprise just our local birds, or ones from further afield?
I have have just heard that some Marsh Harriers on the Isle of Sheppey
are being marked with white wing tags, each one with a unique number.
Should such a bird be seen on the Marsh, even if the number cannot be read, the
record should be sent to harriers@swalewaders.co.uk" Brian clearly said this total
of 32 birds was achieved last winter whereas I reported it as a current count and
also did not mention the reason for making the entry which was to make people
aware of the wing-tagging project and how to report sightings of tagged birds.
(Secretly I was pleased to have made this mistake and through it to discover that
I have at least one regular reader of my jottings!)
Stone Curlew: The first report of one migrant already departing came from Rye
Harbour on July 16 and now another has been seen at Sandwich Bay on July 19
Ringed Plover: 15 were in the high tide wader roost at Black Point on Hayling
on July 19 along with 18 Turnstone, 4 Dunlin, 25 Little Tern, 20 Sandwich
and 17 Common Terns
Golden Plover: A substantial flock of 30 was seen in the Test Valley just above
Romsey on July 19 and there was another report of 17 at the Oare Marshes in
north Kent on July 22. Latest news is of two at Christchurch Harbour on July 25
plus late news of a much more unusual sighting - the SOS website this week has
a photo, taken on June 17, of a Golden Plover in partial summer
plumage perched on the tiled roof of a house in Henfield (Adur valley) both the date and the location are exceptional.
American Golden Plover: The first to be reported this year was at Breydon
Water (Norfolk Broads) on July 22
Grey Plover: No doubt quite a few non-breeding birds of this species are still
lurking in our harbours (there are usually around 40 summering in Langstone
Harbour and that number were seen there at the Hayling Oysterbeds on June 7)

but a sighting of one flying west past Selsey Bill on July 23 suggests that the
breeding birds are now returning in their smart silver and black.
Knot: A single bird was seen at Farlington Marshes on July 22. I am not aware of
any breeding birds yet back on the south coast but I was surprised to read of a
flock of around 140 seen at the Oare Marshes in north Kent on July 15
Sanderling: A few of these are starting to return - on July 19 there were 3 at
Christchurch Harbour and 10 at Ferrybridge (Weymouth)
Curlew Sandpiper: Two summer plumaged birds were back at the Oare
Marshes in north Kent on July 14 with three there on July 17. On July 19 at least
one was at the Dungeness RSPB reserve and on July 23 one was at Brownsea
Island in Poole Harbour.
Dunlin: 42 were back at Farlington Marshes on July 23 and 25 were seen at
Christchurch Harbour on July 25 as birds start to return from the north.
Snipe: The first autumn returnee was at Christchurch Harbour on July 23
Black-tailed Godwit: On July 21 Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough had
its second 'drop in' party of 3 birds making a brief stopover there on their way
back to the south coast and on July 22 the count at Pulborough Brooks was up to
11. On July 23 there were 185 at Farlington Marshes and next day brought a
count of 170+ from the Hook/Warsash area but I suspect most of these were
summering birds
Bar-tailed Godwit: First indication of autumn passage is a report of 25 heading
out to sea from the coast just west of Selsey Bill on July 23
Greenshank: The number seen at Farlington Marshes was up to 24 on July 18
and there have been several slightly lower counts on more recent days as the
birds pass through
Lesser Yellow-legs: The vagrant season is now on us and singles of this
species were seen on July 21 in Scotland (Fife) and on July 22 near York. These
reports caught my eye as they brought back memories of the Greater
Yellowlegs seen at Farlington Marshes in 2007 but I see that was found by
Jason Crook on Sep 26
Wood Sandpiper: One reported at the lakes east of Chichester on July 21 was
the first since one on July 9 in Thanet
Arctic Skua: A report of two flying south over Romsey on July 21 was of interest
in supporting Dave Savage's report of a probable Arctic Skua seen in the Meon
valley at the beginning of July. The current sighting adds support to the idea that
quite a few Arctic Skuas travel overland on both spring and autumn passage
Med Gull: The first juveniles were seen at Selsey Bill on July 21 and at
Dungeness on July 22. Also on July 22 the Langstone Harbour RSPB warden
(Chris Cockburn) issued a preliminary report of the breeding success achieved

this year at his reserve - he says that Med Gulls are by far the most successful
in raising young there with a productivity of around 70% (I assume this to mean
that 70 juveniles fledged for every 100 adults) whereas the productivity of other
species nesting in the reserve was 40% for Black-headed Gulls, 15% for
Sandwich Terns, 10% for Common Terns but 5% or less for the Little Terns
Glaucous Gull: A probable sighting of one in the Hurst area at the west end of
the Solent on July 22 sounds unlikely at this time of year until we take into
account the fact that one has been reported at least five time off various places
in Cornwall between Apr 17 and July 1 (and interestingly what may have been
the same bird in the Lymington area on Apr 10)
Roseate Tern: A pair which had been nesting at Brownsea Island in Poole
Harbour had hatched a chick by July 21 and this news led me to check on the
possibility of these birds breeding in Hampshire. Surprisingly (to me at any rate)
Birds of Hants records at least 14 occasions between 1959 and 1992 on which
eggs have been laid at Hampshire sites but only four occasions on which young
have been seen - it seems that a major cause of breeding failure has been egg
collecting, one result of which is that if there have been more recent breeding
attempts in the county the Hampshire Bird Reports have not gone beyond stating
the number of birds present during the summer months.
Black Tern: An unusual inland sighting was reported in Dorset on July 19 when
one bird was seen over heathland near Bovington Camp to the west of Poole
Harbour.
Cuckoo: The adults will now be leaving us - one was in the Beachy Head area on
July 23
Nightjar: One was still churring near Pulborough Brooks on July 23
Swift: I have seen none over Havant this week despite keeping an eye on the
sky around my house in the evenings when conditions were favourable - my only
sighting was of one flying south over Portsdown on July 23
Kingfisher: I was greatly surprised on July 25, when wading down the
Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton on a wild flower hunt, to have two
Kingfishers fly low, fast and silently upstream, passing within a couple of feet of
my legs when I was probably unseen by them until the last moment as most of
my body was among the branches of an overhanging tree. Kingfishers used to
nest in a cliff bank a little upstream of where I saw these two and I have come
across them on previous visits here at this time of year but on those occasions
the birds would come singly and would normally give audible warning of their
approach with shrill calls that could be heard by the rest of their family in the
nest tunnel.
Blue-cheeked Bee Eater: One was seen briefly in the South Foreland area of
Kent (at Bockhill) on July 22. This is the third report for this year following one at

the mouth of the Beaulieu River in Hampshire on June 21 and another at
Braunton Burrows (Bideford Bay on the north Devon coast) on June 30.
Dunnock: With Robins having ceased to sing about a month ago it seems a
little surprising to hear Dunnock song daily, seemingly more frequently than
Wren song, but I see that last year Dunnocks did not fall silent until the very
end of July
Yellow Wagtail: Departing birds were reported at Dungeness on two days this
week - 7 on July 21 and 4 on July 22
Black Redstart: 5 at Dungeness on July 21 were presumably autumn passage
birds
Wheatear: Portland reported the first autumn bird there on July 23 and on July
25 Andy Johnson had the first at Sandy Point on Hayling
Grasshopper Warbler: The first autumn passage birds were at Dungeness and
Beachy Head on July 23 with another on July 25 at Durlston
Sedge Warbler: Autumn passage birds have been seen at Sandwish Bay,
Beachy Head and Pulborough Brooks this week with 25 at Christchurch Harbour
on July 23
Whitethroats: Lesser Whitethroats reported this week from Beachy Head
and Christchurch Harbour with what may have been a locally bred family in the
Fishbourne area near Chichester. 30 Common Whitethroats were at Beachy
Head on July 25
Garden Warbler: One at Sandwich Bay on July 20 with a couple of Blackcaps
Willow Warbler: Reports of these at coastal sites where they have not been
breeding have started to increase as autumn passage gets under way. On July 20
one was among the birds ringed at Christchurch Harbour and on July 21 more
than 12 were reported at that site Also on July 21 sea watchers at Selsey Bill
reported one there. On July 25 there were 25 of them at Beachy Head.
Firecrest: One was heard near Fishbourne Church (Chichester) on July 23 - this
is within a few hundred yards of where I heard one singing on June 12
House Sparrow: There has been a noticeable increase of these coming to feed
in my Havant garden this week after the young have left their nests
Crossbill: On July 20 a flock of more than 20 birds was seen in the west of
Stansted Forest (and said to have been there since July 18) and on July 21 a
flock of more than 100 was seen in Hawkhill Inclosure (New Forest). On July 23 a
total of more than 250 were seen in St Leonard's Forest near Colgate in the
Horsham area (these included a single flock of around 150).
Escapees: Two items caught my eye in the latest news on the SOS website. The
first said .. "After being missing for a week and presumed killed by a larger bird

or cat, or just dead from lack of food, my escaped canary amazingly reappeared
in the garden and tried to get back into the aviary. Instead of chasing him with a
net, I put out a small cage with food inside and the door open and within half an
hour, he was inside. A happy ending for me and an adventure for him." The
second story is about a mystery bird heard making loud calls around the Fairlight
area on the shore of Rye bay for the past two weeks - on July 22 it was at last
seen in the Hastings Country Park and identified as an Orange Winged Parrot.
These are relatively common in captivity and even have a feral colony in the
London area. They are fairly small and short tailed and despite the name appear
to be all green (except for a yellowish patch on the face and throat) until they fly
and the orange feathers in the wing become visible.
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker: The first mention of this species was of one in Surrey
on July 4 and now we have a second report of one near Chandlers Ford in
the Eastleigh area
Brilliant Emerald: On seen in the Colgate area near Horsham on July 23
was only the second report I have seen this year (First was at the
Warnham reserve in Horsham on Jule 14)
Common Darter: Six were seen in the Gosport area on July 18. I have
not seen one yet but I see that last year I did not do so until there was a
general emergence in mid August
Butterflies
39 species mentioned in the current week's reports - summer is here
Silver Spotted Skipper: The first report came from the Eastbourne area
on July 16, the second from Malling Down near Lewes on July 18 and now
we have a third from Sussex on July 22 (again in the Eastbourne area)
Wood White: Three or four were seen within Susses (just) at Plaistow on
July 23 with another 20 or more seen over the boder in Surrey at Botany
Bay that day
Clouded Yellow: It seems that a small coastal colony exists at Newhaven
where one was seen around July 10, increasing to 3 on July 13 and 7 on
July 20. On July 24 local breeding was confirmed by the sighting of one
butterfly with its wings still 'wet' after emerging from its pupa but it seems
that this is still considered to be the work of earlier arrivals this year which
laid their eggs here, unlike the resident colony on the Southbourne
undercliff at Bournemouth. These butterflies at Newhaven have so far
shown no desire to go on any migratory journey, unlike the odd singles
seen moving through Rye Harbour on July 18, at Barton on Sea on July 19,
and Dungeness on July 20. On July 25 both Rye Harbour and Beachy Head
reported counts of three butterflies (new migrant arrivals)

Brown Hairstreak: The first had been seen in the Horsham area on July
14 and now we have a second sighting in a different part of that area on
July 20
Small Blue: First report of the summer brood emerging came from
Portsdown on July 10 with nothing more until July 21 when one appeared
unexpectedly on the Brighton University campus on the downs at Falmer,
followed by one in the Friston area near Eastbourne on July 24 and another
at Durlston on July 25
Chalkhill Blue: By July 22 these were out 'in thousands' at Butchershole
Bottom - a Sussex butterfly reserve on downland north of Friston and east
of Friston Forest. On July 24 one observer reckoned that 10,000 were flying
there.
Adonis Blue: The first to be seen since June 20 (and thus probably the
first of the summer brood) was seen on July 22 at Butchershole Bottom
(see above)
Painted Lady: Still plenty of these around - on July 20 more than 500
were on thistles around the eastern lakes at Chichester and on July 21 an
estimated 700 were seen at Dungeness. By July 25 the estimate at Rye
Harbour was 800+
Large Tortoiseshell: Someone reported sightings on July 18 of three
Small and one Large Tortoiseshell in the area near Pyle Farm south east
of Horndean and north of The Holt woodland at Rowlands castle. So far
there have been no summer reports of Large Tortoiseshell on either the
Hampshire or Sussex Butterfly websites but I see that last year the only
summer sightings were five reports in the fortnight from July 14 to July 28
at widely separated sites along the coast from Eastbourne to Durlston in
Dorset. If this current report was correctly identified it is likely to have been
a cross Channel migrant - these occur annually in small numbers but
strangely most are seen in February rather than July. Butterfly
Conservation shows the species as extinct as a British breeding species,
though gobal warming may cause it to re-appear
.http://www.guypadfield.com/largetortoiseshell.html has some magnificent
photos of the species and below these part of the text reads .. "The large
tortoiseshell is widespread in Europe and although not normally common
is sufficiently conspicuous to be a fairly regular find. Until recently I never
looked for them but just came across them, usually at a rate of several per
year. Since 2005 I have found them much more commonly, in the spring
particularly and now make a point of an early large tortoiseshell hunt.
The butterfly suddenly seems to have proliferated, for no obvious reason.
My friends in other parts of Europe have noted the same phenomenon. In
Britain, by contrast, the large tortoiseshell is now an extreme rarity often considered extinct. But it is an elusive insect, not tied to just one
wood or group of woods, and has the ability to persist at low levels. The

two pictures above were taken in Suffolk, near Woodbridge, in 1985, over
20 years after the last accepted previous record. The butterfly is fresh and
does not appear to have immigrated. No breeders admitted releasing large
tortoiseshells and it seems most probable it was indeed a native-born,
wild butterfly. Records of large tortoiseshells are , in reality, often of
over-enthusiastically identified small tortoiseshells. If you get a good
look, however, there should be no danger of confusion. The large
tortoiseshell has 4 dark spots in the open orange of the forewing,
beneath the cell. The Small Tortoiseshell has only 3." For those like
myself who are slightly puzzled by this id tip you must ignore the large
black marks along the leading edge of the forewing (and the single mark
on the rear wing), and this leaves you with four black spots (of varying
sizes) on each forewing on the Large Tortoiseshell.
Peacock: Rye Harbour reported a count of 67 on July 25 (when a fresh
specimen appeared on my Havant garden Buddleia)
Wall Brown: First of the summer brood seen near Brighton on July 18
with sightings at two other Sussex sites on July 22, then at Durlston on July
25
Moths
Ethmia dodecea (0718 Ethmia dodecea): First on July 19 in Bentley
Wood west of Stockbridge
Anacampsis blattariella (0854): First at a New Forest moth trap
(Holmsley) on July 19
Sparganothis pilleriana (1012): First at a New Forest moth trap
(Holmsley) on July 19
Agriphila straminella (1304): First on Bransbury Common near Andover
on July 19
Lesser Wax Moth (1426 Achroia grisella): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on July 20
Small Fan-footed Wave (1702 Idaea biselata): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on July 20
Cypress Pug (1855 Eupithecia phoeniceata): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on July 20
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): A
fresh specimen in a greenhouse near Lewes on July 22 - maybe the
offspring of an earlier migrant?
Small Chocolate-tip (2017 Clostera pigra): A rarity found at Holmsley
(New Forest) on July 19

Scarce Chocolate-tip (2018 Clostera anachoreta): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on July 20
Four-spotted Footman (2051 Lithosia quadra): First in a Friston
(Eastbourne) trap on July 23
Turnip Moth (2087 Agrotis segetum): First in the Thanet area of Kent
on July 20
Least Yellow Underwing (2112 Noctua interjecta): First in a Friston
(Eastbourne) trap on July 23
Antler Moth (2176 Cerapteryx graminis): Seen by day on Ragwort at
Bransbury Common near Andover on July 19
Brown-line Bright-eye (2192 Mythimna conigera): First in the
Thanet area of Kent on July 20
Old Lady (2300 Mormo maura): First at Dungeness on July 18
Orache Moth (2304 Trachea atriplicis): The first of this rare migrant in
a trap at Friston near Eastbourne on July 23
Common Rustic (2343 Mesapamea secalis): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on July 20
Saltern Ear (2358 Amphipoea fucosa): First at Dungeness on July 21
Other Insects
Scaeva pyrastri: First report of this migrant hoverfly from Rye Harbour on
July 25
Lesser Stag Beetle: Fourth report for the year of this uncommon beetle
comes from Portsdown on July 10
Glow-worm: Several still to be seen at Durlston on July 24
PLANTS
Common rockrose: First news of flowering from Durlston on July 25
Indian Balsam: Lots of this flowering in the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton
(Havant) on July 25
Purple Loosestrife: First seen by me in the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton
(Havant) on July 25
Burnet Saxifrage: The first I know of were flowering in the Havant Eastern
Road cemetery on July 20
Rock Samphire: First report of flowering from Durlston on July 25

Rock Sea-lavender (Limonium binervosum agg): A report of this flowering
at Durlston on July 25 extended my knowledge of Sea Lavender species. I see
that Rock Sea-lavender comes in six difficult to separate subspecies...
Dark Mullein: First flowering plants seen in Stansted Forest on July 20
Water Mint: My first sight of this in flower in the Hermitage Stream at
Bedhampton (Havant) on July 25
Wild Basil: My first sight of this in flower came in Stansted Forest on July 20
Goldenrod: First flowering plants seen in Stansted Forest on July 20
Guernsey Fleabane: First flowers in Havant on July 20
Tansy: My first sight of this in flower came while driving along Portsdown Hill on
July 23
Buttonweed (Cotula coronopifolia): Established wild colonies of this plant
are nationally rare (one at Tipner Lake in Portsmouth which did not persist was of
sufficient interest to get a mention on Stace's Flora) so the colony in the
Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton (Havant) merits an annual visit despite difficult
access. On July 25 I was pleased to see a better show of plants than last year.
(See my diary entry for July 25)
Welted Thistle: Although this must have been out for some time the first
flowers I know of were seen in Stansted Forest on July 20
Common Water Plantain: Several plants well into their flowering in the
Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton on July 25
OTHER WILDLIFE
Pygmy Shrew: On July 22 I noticed a glistening patch in my driveway where
Slugs had been attracted to some food source and on closer inspection found it
to be a tiny dead shrew. It was so small that I wondered if it were a Pygmy
Shrew so I measured the length of the body and tail (each was approx 4 cm)
and went to check my books which suggested that it was a Pygmy as the Collins
Field Guide to Mammals gives a body length of 31-46 mm for that while
Common Shrew has a body length of 58-87 mm (the 40mm tail length would fit
either species). The colour of the pelage (fur) of my specimen appeared to be a
uniform greyish brown which again fits Pygmy (Common should show three
distinct colours - a dark brown back, lighter brown flanks and whitish
underparts). I also read that Pygmy is probably as common and widely
distributed as Common so (despite being reluctant to handle this decomposing
corpse with its thick covering of Slug slime and its many attendant Ants) I feel

pretty sure that I can add another species to the list of those sharing my house
and garden.
Fungi: Rain and warm air should now be bringing us a good variety of fungi but
I have only three species reported so far this week. First was a small cluster of
boletes found in the grass of the Havant Eastern Road cemetery on July 20 which
were almost certainly Red-cracking Boletes (Boletus chrystenteron). Then I
found a single specimen of a large white puffball in one of the grass rides of
Stansted Forest that same afternoon (July 20) and have little doubt that this was
what used to be called Calvatia utriformis but which now has the English name
of Mosaic Puffball and a new scientific name of Handkea utriformis. The
third report comes from the vegetable garden of a house in the Ashford area of
Kent where several clusters of Common Bird's-nest Fungus (Crucibulum
laeve) had re-appeared on July 22 after an absence of many years.
These small fungi have only been seen by me a couple of times in 30 years, once
at the Hayling Oysterbeds and once at the Portsmouth North Harbour ex-IBM
site. At first they appear as small brown 'pebbles' (typically only 5 mm across)
which then become 'musical drums' (retaining the bottom half of their spherical
shape but having a whitish 'drum skin' covering the top surface), and finally this
skin breaks up to leave an open bowl with a few tiny parcels of spores in the
bottom of the bowl (giving a good impression of being 'eggs' in the bottom of the
bowl shaped 'bird's nest').
That's only the beginning of a fascinating story demonstrating how this species
has used scientific principles to save itself effort. Many fungi solve the problem of
dispersing their spores by growing tall enough such that when the spores fall
from the underside of the cap there is time for the wind to catch them and carry
them away before they reach the ground under the force of gravity. Other fungi
have developed the technique of shooting their spores from tiny syringe-like
'guns' using water pressure to fire the spores out. Bird's nests (there are
several species) have developed an even more efficient way of dispersing their
spores - they devote a minimum of energy to growing their fungus body but they
take great care in the shape of the bowl and wait for rain to fall. Any rain drop
falling into the bowl will force the tiny globules of spores (the 'eggs') up the
launching ramp of the sides of the bowl and shoot them high enough for the
spores to be caught by the wind as the 'egg' breaks open under the strain of the
impact of the rain drop.
The actual process is even more complex as it allows for rain falling before the
spores are ripe and also for the non-break up of the egg when it reaches the
maximum height above the fungus. Both these functions are achieved by having
each 'egg' attached to the base of the 'nest' by a long elastic thread. When the
spores are not yet ripe the elastic thread is strong enough to pull the 'egg' back
into the 'nest' after a rain drop has ejected it. When the spores are ripe the
thread snaps where it was attached to the 'nest' but remains as a long streamer
behind the ascending 'egg' and hopefully this streamer will become entangled

with any vegetation above the 'nest' leaving the 'egg' dangling in mid-air (like a
parachutist caught in a tree) until the egg breaks open to release the spores.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 20 - 26 (WEEK 29 OF 2009)
Sat 25 July
Buttonweed at Bedhampton
This morning I made my annual visit to the Hermitage Stream in the Bedhampton
Mill area to check on the presence of a small plant called Buttonweed (Cotula
coronopifolia) which has its only known Hampshire 'wild' site here (and less
than half a dozen other sites throughout the UK).
Although it has been present here for about 20 years the habitat which it needs
(bare shingle which is sometimes dry but at other times is washed over by both
fresh and salt water) has been much diminished by the growth of other plants
and by last year it had retreated to one small area where cattle came down to
the stream to drink and their trampling kept a small area clear of larger plants.
Now the cattle have gone and the fields have ponies, which might escape if
allowed down to the stream, so their access has been stopped by a barbed wire
fence. Last year I feared the Buttonweed was doomed to extinction but todays
visit was encouraging with an increased number of plants present thanks to the
action of tide and stream in keeping this one area of 'shingle beach' clear of the
accumulation of mud which has occurred elsewhere along the stream to provide
a footing for large plants.
Many other plants made this visit enjoyable - Purple Loosestrife, Himalyan
Balsam, Water Plantain (the common sort, not the rare Narrow Leaved
plants in the Westbrook Stream at Emsworth), Gipsywort, Water Forget-menot, Stream Water Crowfoot and Hybrid Water Speedwell. As a special
bonus two Kingfishers flew silently upstream at high speed just above the
water, passing within a couple of feet of my legs as I stood in the stream.
Kingfishers used to breed here and maybe they still do but their favourite nest
site was subject to much unintended disturbance by people coming to enjoy the
stream at a point right opposite the small cliff in which the birds drilled their
tunnel nests.
This was my first outing with a new digital SLR camera purchased a couple to
days ago and which will hopefully allow me to add a few pictures to this blog.
The picture below is one of the Buttonweed plants
Mon 20 July
Violet Helleborines and 13 butterfly species
This morning I had all three common White butterfly species plus
Gatekeeper and Speckled Wood around my garden with Red Admiral,
Comma and Painted Lady on the Buddleia. In the afternoon I extended the

list to 13 species with Meadow Brown, Small Skipper, Marbled White,
Peacock and Silver Washed Frillary in the west end of Stansted Forest where
my target was Violet Helleborine of which I found two specimens looking their
best (half the flowers on the bigger specimen were open and none had yet begun
to fade).
Going back to the morning, when I only took a short walk to the Havant Eastern
Road cemetery, I was pleased to find that the increased grass mowing in the
cemetery had not eliminated the plant which I was hoping for today - Burnet
Saxifrage - and to find a bonus item in the shape of a cluster of Red-cracking
Boletes (Boletus chrysenteron) which I do not think I have seen here before.
In the afternoon Stansted also gave me another new fungus which the older
books list as Calvatia utriformis but which is now called Mosaic Puffball
(Handkea utriformis).
A second plant species seen flowering for the first time today was Guernsey
Fleabane (Conyza sumatrensis), close on the heels of the Canadian
Fleabane which started to flower last week. This species is a fairly recent
addition to the local flora but over the last five years has become abundant in this
area. Guernsey is bigger and hairier (giving it a greyish look) than Canadian
(which is generally smaller and has leaves that look bright green) but last year
the question of identity was confused when I realised that Bilbao Fleabane (C.
bilbaoana), which was new to Britain when it was discovered in the
Southampton area in 1992, has also arrived in our Havant area. I think it is easy
to separate that species from Guernsey as being even bigger and much more
'bushy' than the others but I am not yet fully confident!
In looking into the identification features I discovered a website that could be
very useful for the identification of many plant species - go to
http://nlbif.eti.uva.nl/bis/flora.php?menuentry=soorten and you will enter an
Interactive Flora of NW Europe. To get the full benefit you have to purchase
a DVD version (click the 'Key' tab on the left of the screen for details) but
entering the whole or part of a plant name in the Search box at top right of the
screen will lead you to a pictures and all the background info you are likely to
need. Note that you can enter the plant names in English or Latin but if you
specify an individual plant you must enter e.g. Fleabane, Guernsey and not
Guernsey Fleabane! The search returns a list of plants having the name you
entered and you then double click the one for which you want to see the picture
and description. Although this website is based in the Netherlands the main
author is our Clive Stace from Cambridge.
Another new species for my flowering list seen in Stansted Forest was
Goldenrod and one of the few birds heard was Stock Dove. At the end of my
trip, when on the Ornamental Drive close to the Rowlands Castle entrance to the
Forest, I had a great view of a Roe doe in her lovely reddish summer coat when I first saw her she was browsing with her head turned away from me so I
stood still watching her from not much over 20 metres distance. She then turned
to look straight at me but still did not move off, and even when I got tired and
moved on she remained motionless.

SUMMARY FOR JULY 13 - 19 (WEEK 28 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Shearwaters: Four Manx Shearwaters were seen as far east as Seaford on
July 17 when 73 were off Milford at the west end of the Solent and (on July 18)
200 off Portland Bill but on July 15 an estimated 1200 were off Cornwall where
both singles of both Cory's and Sooty were seen. Balearic Shearwaters were
also seen during the week with one off Dungeness, two off Seaford, at least two
off Milford and up to nine off Portland
Little Egret: Indications of autumn movement come in sightings of singles at
Portland Bill and Dungeness this week, plus a sighting of eight flying south over
the northwest boundary of the Havant area (Swanmore Road in Leigh Park near
Bells Copse) at 6:30am on July 13. It was suggested that this latter group might
have been roosting in trees around the Leigh Park lake where quite a few
Cormorants sometimes spend the night but my guess would be that they were
either on a much longer trip between unknown points, or were returning to the
coast after an abortive trip inland in search of new feeding places (had they been
coming from roost they would probably have left much earlier at first light, and
as the proposed roost site is almost due east of Swanmore Road it would be odd
for them to fly west end then turn south in order to get to the coast). Numbers
still at the Langstone pond site suggest that most of this year's young have not
yet dispersed.
Black Stork: I have seen quite a few reports of White Storks in both the near
continent and in southern England since Feb 20 this year but a report of a Black
Stork flying north over a Dutch site on July 18 is the first mention of this species
that I have seen this year.
Mute Swan: The regular annual 'Swan upping' in Christchurch Harbour
scheduled for July 26 this year has been cancelled because of a 'shortage of
rings' with which to mark the birds. A count of the Swans present on July 14 gave
a total of 274.
Shelduck: The majority of adults normally leave us for their distant moulting
sites in June and July and I suspect that quite a few left in mid-June (at
Christchurch Harbour 31 were present on June 1 decreasing slowly to 26 on June
11 but only 3 were left on June 22). After this it seems that the Harbour acted as
a stopping place for birds passing through from other sites - the count was up to
11 on June 23, 8 were seen on June 25 and 9 flew west over the Harbour on July
11. Latest report is of 12 adults and 8 juveniles at Newtown Harbour (IoW) on
July 18
Red-crested Pochard: The female seen at Pagham North Walls on July 4 may
have moved to Pulborough Brooks where a similar bird appeared on July 18

Scaup: A similar lone wanderer may account for sightings of a male at Paxton
Pits (Cambridgeshire) on July 7, at Weir Wood reservoir in East Sussex on July 11
and at Winterton (just north of Great Yarmouth on the Norfolk coast) on July 17
Common Scoter: Plenty of these stil to be seen in the English Channel but an
inland record of a feamale inland at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) on July 18
was unexpected
Marsh Harrier: On July 17 I saw the first report of the number of young raised
by the pair nesting at Weymouth (Radipole/Lodmoor) this year - they then had 3
young with them. This is the first breeding in Dorset for some 50 years.
Hobby: A local sighting of one in the East Park area of Stansted on July 12 and a
dramatic sighting of one seen to catch a Swift in flight in the Kent Stour Valley on
July 14
Avocet: The number of adults at Titchfield Haven was up to 37 (plus 7 juveniles)
on July 17 - this probably included some adults which had just dropped in on
their autumn journey westward. Three were also seen at Hook/Warsash on July
14, again probably passage birds
Stone Curlew: One at Rye Harbour on the morning of July 16 was the first
reported from the south coast since May 13 and thus probably now on autumn
passage.
Golden Plover: Although there had been three reports during May and June
(Norfolk on May 8, the Scillies on June 24 and Holland on June 27) two sightings
on July 17 probably mark the start of their autumn arrival back in the south of
England - two were seen at Titchfield Haven before they flew on south and five
were seen in north Kent near Faversham.
Lapwing: July 16 saw the first two back on the Langstone shore and saw the
count at Rye Harbour increase to 400
Knot: After just three reports during June there were five reports between July
14 and 18 (including a flock of around 140 in north Kent on July 15), indicating a
definite start of autumn returnees on the south coast.
Sanderling: Two reports of these in June followed by four between July 11 and
18, including an unexpected sighting of one inland at Ibsley Water on July 18.
Temmincks Stint: July 17 brought a report of a 'possible' sighting at the Oare
Marshes in north Kent
Pectoral Sandpiper: One at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on July 17
Curlew Sandpiper: Three summer plumaged birds at the Oare Marshes in north
Kent on July 17 (at least one of them had been present since July 14

Redshank: On July 15 the Sidlesham Ferry pool (Pagham Harbour) had its first
autumn flock of 57 birds and on July 16 there were more than 40 newly back on
the Langstone village shore
Pomarine Skua: A young bird in the Christchurch Harbour area on July 17 was
the first to be reported anywhere in the south since June 6
Arctic Skua: An increase in the number of sightings (9 this week) indicates the
start of autumn passage, as does the route taken over Christchurch Harbour by
two birds passing over on July 16 - they arrived from the north east and flew on
south west, suggesting they had used the overland route from the north sea.
Sabine's Gull: Two seen from a boat off the Scillies on July 13 were the first for
the year then one seen off Cornwall on Apr 16 and 17
Caspian Tern: One seen on the Dutch coast on July 17
Black Tern: What was probbly the first autmn passage bird was at Dungeness
on July 14 and 15, while on July 17 one was an unexpected arrival at the
Blashford Lakes inland near Ringwood.
Sand Martin: Counts of birds passing Dungeness on their way south this week
were - 61 on July 11, 110 on July 12, 2600+ on July 13, 230 on July 14 and 192
on July 17. Weir Wood reservoir in East Sussex had around 100 on July 15 (with
more than 150 House Martins) and Woolmer Pond in East Hampshire had more
than 100 on July 17
Dunnock: These can still be heard singing in my garden and on July 19 I saw
one of two on my Havant garden lawn was wing flicking as if thinking of another
attempt at breeding.
Song Thrush: On July 14 one was belting out its song from a tree in the
Warblington Farm fields as if it too wanted to raise another family
Long-tailed Tit: A flock of more than 45 birds seen at Winnal Moors in
Winchester may have contained several families but is some evidence of a good
breeding season.
Red-backed Shrike: An adult male was found at Cissbury Ring on the Sussex
Downs above Worthing in July 14 and was still there until July 16
Raven: Two were being mobbed by Crows in the Rosamunds Hill area of
Stansted Forest on July 13
Crossbill: This week has brought four reports of Crossbills in unexpected sites,
probably all moving west as part of an irruption into the country from Scandinavia
but so far in small numbers. Two birds had been seen moving over the Sussex
Downs near Worthing on July 10, then at least one was heard in the Lewes area
on July 12. July 15 brought a report of more than 80 (in several flocks) moving
west through woods north of the M27 north west of Southampton, eight more

flew over Beachy Head on July 16 and another 8 were reported in the Rempstone
Heath area of Dorset (west of Poole Harbour) on July 18
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Southern Hawker: The first local sighting was on June 8 but general
emergence seems to have started on July 10 when one was seen at
Titchfield Haven followed by 2 in the nearby Browndown area on July 12. I
had my own first sighting here in Havant on July 14
Small Red-eyed Damselfly: First mention of this species for the year
comes on July 16 when one was egglaying at Rye Harbour (so presumably
not newly emerged). This species was first discovered in Britain in 1999
and is not described in either of my 'up to date' Dragonfly books published
in 1997 and 1999 respectively but it is now widespread in Britain with local
colonies established at Farlington Marshes and Sinah Gravel Pit lake on
Hayling. For description and pictures see
http://www.dragonflysoc.org.uk/ervir.html I see that it has also been
spreading rapidly on the continent since 1999 and that it does not normally
emerge until early June.
Butterflies
37 species reported this week (highest count so far this year)
Silver Spotted Skipper: First and so far only report for the year comes
from the Frog Firle area of the Cuckmere valley in Sussex on July 16
Clouded Yellow: I saw 15 reports of these between May 11 and June 11
with a gap in sightings until the first of the summer brood was seen near
Eastbourne on July 28. The next was seen on July 9 near Newhaven before
a more general emergence brought two reports on July 13 (including one
at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester) and four reports on July 16 (from
Rye Harbour, Lewes area, Shoreham and the Cuckmere valley)
Brown Hairstreak: First for the year seen at Broadbridge Heath near
Horsham on July 14
Purple Hairstreak: A total of 45 were seen at the Testwood Lakes in
Totton (Southampton) on July 14
Small Blue: The first report of the summer brood emerging came from the
Paulsgrove Chalk Pit (Portsdown) where two were seen on July 10
Chalkhill Blue: More than 750 were seen in the Friston area near
Eastbourne on July 12 when more than 100 were out on Stockbridge Down
but so far no news of the large numbers to be expected on Old Winchester
Hill in the Meon Valley.

Holly Blue: Nine reports this week shows that the summer brood is now
emerging but numbers remain very low
Painted Lady: The offspring of the first wave of migrant arrivals are now
on the wing in good numbers - 330 were recorded at Magdalen Hill Down
near Winchester on July 16
Moths
Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth (1983 Hamaris fuciformis): One
seen in the New Forest on July 14 was the first to get a mention this year
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): Just
three reports of isolated singles this week
Bedstraw Hawkmoth (1987 Hyles Gallii): First of these migrants for
the year was at Portland on July 15
Garden Tiger (2057 Arctia caja): Another first at Portland on July 15
Langmaid's Yellow Underwing (2110a Noctua janthina): Another
first at Portland on July 10
Beautiful Yellow Underwing (2142 Anarta myrtilli): First seen by day
on July 18 nectaring on Wood Sage near Crawley
Double Kidney (2311 Ipimorpha retusa): First at Dungeness on July
11
Small Mottled Willow (2385 Spodoptera exigua): Another first at
Dungeness on July 13
Olive Crescent (2495 Trisateles emortualis): The first of these had
been seen in Sussex on June 19 but one taken at Lovedean (Waterlooville)
was said to be only the fourth ever to be found in Hampshire
Other Insects
Poplar leaf-stem Aphid (Pemphigus spirotheacae): I was fascinated
to read (on the Rye Bay website) of a female aphid (Pemphigus
spirotheacae) which sucks sap from the stems of Black Poplar leaves. Her
bite causes the leaf stem to twist round several times into a coil inside
which there is sufficient room for the aphid to carry on drinking and to give
birth to up to 30 daughters. These daughters, like their mother, eventually
give birth to young, again without the need for male participation. By this
time it is getting a bit crowded inside the coil (which has not only given
them enough sap to meet their needs for food but also secure protection
against the outside world and the predators it
contains) so the coil eventually opens to let the aphids out. The granddaughters of the original female now lay eggs in the tree bark and these
hatch into a mixed bunch of males and females. After mating the females

of this sexual generation lay their eggs on the tree bark where the eggs
over-winter before hatching into more 'gall agent' pathenogenic females to
restart the cycle. A picture of the gall can be seen on the RX Website at
http://rxwildlife.org.uk/2009/07/14/spiral-gall/#more-10527
Bumblebee nest: On July 13 Michael Prior (Head Forester at Stansted)
described a bumblebee nest he had recently found. He said .. "There is a
fascinating bumble bees nest in one of the plantations comprising entirely
of larch needles in a neat dome above ground." I do not know the species
concerned but it must be one of the species (such as Bombus pascuorum)
which nests above ground (some species make their nests underground under flagstones or in an old mouse tunnel). The nest as such consists of a
number of wax cells in which the eggs are laid and the larvae develop (as
with Honey bees) but above ground nesters either hide their nests in long
grass or leaf-litter but, as in this case, can collect material to cover the
nest.
Red-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius): This is one of the
underground nesters and the Rye Bay website has another item showing a
female standing just outside the nest entrance to act as a guard and
fanning her wings continually to maintain air circulation to keep the nest
cool.
Stag Beetle: Another report of a female seen crossing the Hayling Billy trail
in the Langstone area on July 9
Speckled Bush-Cricket (Leptophyes punctatissima): First news of
this species is of one found in a moth trap at Dungeness on July 13
Forest Bug (Pentatoma rufipes): On July 14 I saw what I believe to be
one of this species fly into a spider's web in my Havant garden. The bug
seemed unable to free its feet from the sticky web (and was unlikely prey
for a small spider) so I helped free the bug
Wasp Spider (Argioppe bruennichi): First report for the year is of one
seen at Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight on July 17
PLANTS
Imperforate St John's Wort: This was flowering in Havant Thicket on July 13,
identified by the absence of translucent glands in the leaves and the presence of
black dots around the underside of the leaves and black streaking on the petals.
Corn Spurrey: First flowering plant found in an arable field at Warblington Farm
on July 16
Pencilled Cranesbill: I had found this in flower at Havant Bus Station on June
15 but I was still interested to see one plant defying the roadside grass mowing
regime to flower in Pook Lane (north of the A27) on July 14

Dwarf Gorse: Four bushes were starting to flower in Havant Thicket on July 13
Stone Parsley: First flowers seen on July 15
Wild Angelica: Just starting to flower in Havant Thicket on July 13
Pepper Saxifrage: Also first flowers seen in Havant Thicket on July 13
Cross-leaved Heath: Well into flowering when I saw my first in Havant Thicket
on July 13
Brookweed (Samolus valerandi): Plants found by the Havant Wildlife Group
during their regular Saturday morning walk on July 12 at a very unlikely spot in
Oak woodland on clay soil at SU 819067 on a footpath leading north to East
Ashling (west of Chichester). I previously thought that this plant only grew where
fresh and salt water mixed in tidal stream mouths but this site (which has some
50 plants) is a good 2 kilometres from the harbour. I have since found out that
plants do occasionally occur inland - there is one site north of the Sussex Downs
at Parham and it used to occur by Fleet pond in north Hampshire.
Bog Pimpernel: Until this year I had not come across this anywhere in the
Havant Thicket area but it was seen in June in the grassland south of the Thicket
and lots of it were found by John Norton alongside damp rides in the north of the
Thicket in the week ending July 12 - I visited the area on July 13 and saw it then
Chaffweed (Anagallis minima): This tiny plant was also found by John Norton
close to some of the Bog Pimpernel and seen by me (for the first time in my life)
on July 13
Round-leaved Fluellen: First flowers found in Warblington cemtery on July 14
(these plants are of natural origin - not planted wildflower seed)
Lesser Skullcap: Large swathes of these plants were present in the woodland
south of East Ashling, along with Brookweed mentioned above, and gave me the
first flowers for the year when I was there on July 15
Field Woundwort: One plant starting to flower at Warblington Farm on July 16
was the first I know of.
Round-headed Rampion: The first flowers I have heard of were reported on
downland near Lewes on July 12
Canadian Fleabane: This had started to flower in the driveway of my Havant
home on July 13
Sneezewort: My first flowers seen in Havant Thicket on July 13

Violet Helleborine: Michael Prior reported on July 13 that plants were flowering
in the usual location at Stansted Forest
OTHER WILDLIFE
Stoat: On the rare occasions when these are seen by humans they always put
on a good show. On July 11 a couple of them were seen engaged in a prolonged
bout of fighting right outside one of the Rye Harbour hides (continuing outside
another hide to make sure no one failed to see them)
Hedgehog: With no reported sightings in the first five months of the year I
thought these had vanished from the local scene but one appeared in Brian
Fellows Emsworth garden on June 17 and Brian saw another elsewhere in
Emsworth on July 2. I then found a freshly dead corpse in the road outside my
Havant house on July 9 and now there is another report from the Lumley area of
Emsworth where one had been seen in a garden at dusk a few days prior to July
13
Common Toad: The Hampshire Wildlife Trust nature reserve at Winnal Moors
has recently been 'improved' and re-opened to the public. One person who was
there on July 17 commented on two tiny Toads - presumably this year's young.
Slow-worm: While down on my hands and knees looking at a rare plant
(Chaffweed) in a damp ride of Havant Thicket on July 13 I disturbed a small,
bright bronze, Slow-worm which quietly wriggled away
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 13 - 19 (WEEK 28 OF 2009)
Thu 16 July
Redshank back on Langstone shore
My garden Buddleia attracted lovely fresh specimens of both Red Admiral and
Painted Lady today with Gatekeeper and Large White elsewhere in the
garden. Wren and Dunnock were still singing and Swifts and House Martins
were overhead.
My afternoon cycle ride took me by road to Nore Barn on the Emsworth shore
(where Lesser Sea Spurrey and Golden Samphire provided some colour),
then back along the shore to Langstone, stopping at Conigar Point for a brief look
into the field which now has a tall crop of Sweetcorn (a crop that does not
require spraying of weedkiller on the ground where it grows and so allows arable
weeds to flourish). Here I found both Field Woundwort and Corn Spurrey
flowering for the first time.
Back at Langstone the first autumn flock of some 40 Redshank were on the
shore off the pond (and two Lapwing were, I think, resting motionless among
the distant vegetation on the saltings). Where those saltings reached the seawall

at my feet the first Spartina (Common Cord Grass) was in flower and a mass
of Lax Sea Lavender flowers could be seen below the path where it passes the
Interpretation Board by the 'duck feeding point'.
The tide was nearly high so both adult and juvenile Egrets were present with a
group of 12 in the pony field north of the pond and a similar number were
around the pond and in the trees
Wed 15 July
Brookweed in Merryfields plantation
This afternoon I drove to Bosham but turned north at the roundabout on the
road towards West Ashling and stopped at the T junction just over the bridge
over the new A27. From here I walk a short distance east and then turned north
on the footpath past some cottages (marked on the map as Breadbares Barn).
The path took me north with Breadbare Copse (a Spruce plantation) on my left
and Mouthey's Common (grassland now divided into pony grazing plots) on my
right. After 300 metres the path enters open Oak woodland and some 200
metres into the wood the path meets a cross ride and makes a slight change of
direction (marked by a finger post).
For about 50 metres before the cross ride the path goes over clay which retains
any rain, and this damp area entends along the cross ride to the west. There was
no water to be seen today but the vegetation did include quite a lot of Jointed
Rush (J. articulatus) and other damp loving plants (two big clumps of Lesser
Skullcap in the cross ride) but my focus of interest was on the Brookweed
(Samolus valerandi) plants which Heather Mills had discovered when leading
the Havant Wildlife Group walk here last Saturday.
I found perhaps 50 Brookweed plants over a 60 metre stretch of the path,
contradicting my previous belief that Brookweed is only found on the coast
where fresh and salt water mix around tidal streams. Stace says that the plant
can 'rarely' be found inland and I now know that it has been found to the north
of the Sussex Downs at Parham and by Fleet Pond in Hampshire.
While here I looked around the small damp area and found a good selection of
other plants in flower (Hairy, Slender and Trailing St John's Wort; Creeping
Jenny and Yellow Pimpernel; Marsh Thistle, Skullcap and Marsh
Bedstraw) plus the leaves of Water Mint and a violet which (from the small
size of the leaves) I thought could be Early Dog Violet (V. reichenbachiana).
Silver Washed Fritillaries were flying around and a Comma landed on my
hand - Speckled Wood and Red Admiral were found in the wood, with
Painted Lady and Broad-bodied Chaser among the insects seen outside it.
While in the wood a Jay was heard, as were Crows and Buzzards noisily
disputing above the trees.
Heading back to the car I noticed a great display of Marsh Woundwort by the
cottages where the path meets the road, and by the parked car were the first
tiny white flowers of Stone Parsley that I have seen this year.
Tue 14 July
Warblington cemeteries

In my garden this morning I saw some insect fly into a spider web and found it to
be a Shield Bug - as it seemed unable to free its feet from the web (and unlikely
to provide food for a small spider with no 'armour piercing' weapons) I freed the
bug after having a look at it. When I got back indoors to check my insect books I
found that (as so often happens) I had noted one or two significant points mainly a single orange spot on its otherwise all brown upper surface - but had
not noticed the shape of its 'shoulders', thus leaving its id undecided between
Forest Bug and Picromerus bidens. I am pretty sure it was the Forest Bug
(Pentatoma rufipes) as I think I would have registered the sharp points on the
'shoulder' of the other species.
Also noted in the garden were at least one Small White among the Large
Whites, and a Green Woodpecker heard calling nearby (perhaps a dispersing
youngster as this species is not normally present here).
In the afternoon I headed for Warblington cemetery in the hope of finding
Round-leaved Fluellen in flower (which I did), and en route I found Pencilled
Cranesbill again defying roadside grass cutting to flower in Pook Lane (north of
the A27) and my first Southern Hawker dragonfly patrolling the old part of
Pook Lane south of the main road.
I was surprised to hear a Song Thrush belting out its song from a tree in the
Warblington Farm field hedges in mid-afternoon, but not to see House
Sparrows still apparently active around nests in the farm barns with at least one
pair of Swallows in the air above.
On the way home I added Sticky Groundsel to my flowering plant list.
Mon 13 July
Havant Thicket
This afternoon I went to Havant Thicket to see the Chaffweed (Anagallis
minima) which John Norton had found there last week and which I mentioned in
my latest Mid-week Summary. I had no difficulty in finding that plant, but let me
report things in the sequence in which I came on them.
Before setting out I had one new flower for the year in my own garden driveway
- Canadian Fleabane - and other garden notes were of a fresh Painted Lady
on the Buddleia (together with Comma, Gatekeeper, Green-veined and
Large White plus a possible Holly Blue seen distantly in my neighbour's
garden). Still singing were Dunnock. Wren, Goldfinch, Chiffchaff, Blackbird,
Collared Dove and Wood Pigeon, while in the evening seven Swifts were
overhead.
At Havant Thicket my first find was of the first flowers on Dwarf Gorse seen
among masses of Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers and Small Skippers with
Skylark singing over the grassland and with lots of Rosebay Willowherb,
Fleabane and Wood Sage adding new colour to the scene.

From the west end of the southern fringe of the Thicket I went north though the
huge dark Austrian Pines under which nothing grows and where the ground is
a thick carpet of pine needles. On these needles, at the foot of just two trees
were several bright white splashes as if someone had thrown left over ceiling
emulsion from the brushes used to paint with - my only guess was that these
were some sort of Slime Mould which had begun to coalesce but found the
conditions too dry.
Coming out onto the east-west 'yellow brick road' (the main track coming from
the Castle Road entrance) I turned west and soon added Marbled White and
Red Admiral my butterfly list, with a yellow sided female Broad-bodied
Chaser as a bonus.
Turning north up the Havant Borough boundary track I came on my first White
Admirals of the year (only two of them among eight Silver Washed
Fritillaries). Another insect here was the big hoverfly Volucalla pellucens
(these normally hover above my head height but this one gave me a better view
at chest height). Also seen here was Upright Hedge Parsley in full flower.
Turning east into the track in which I hoped to see the Chaffweed I soon saw
the dip in the path where the small stream (from which John's directions started)
crossed the track but instead of going to it and then coming back some 40
metres to find a prominent Marsh Thistle I came first onto the Thistle on the
south side, then looked for the Chaffweed opposite it on the north side, and
easily found it though it was a hands and knees job with hand lens to get a real
view of the flowers.
As I got up from the plants I noticed a small, young Slow Worm wriggling away
through a large bed of flowering Bog Pimpernel, and above it a male
Brimstone butterfly came cruising by.
On my way back by a different route I passed the first Cross-leaved Heath
flowers I have seen and then came on a St John's Wort which I did not
immediately recognize (but back at home the black streaks on the petals and the
black dots around the underside of the leaf edges, plus the absence of the
translucent glands in the leaves, told me it was Imperforate St John's Wort).
Nearby I collected a Willowherb that I did not recognize and wondered if it was
Spear-leaved Willowherb (as it had a cross-shaped style) but it did not have
stalked leaves and when looked at with a lens the top of the stem was densely
packed with minute hairs and (though there was no apparent hairiness to the
main stem seen with the naked eye) it did have leaves that were 'soft' to the
touch and was a sample of Hoary Willowherb. Also in this area was my first
example of Pepper Saxifrage in flower.
The final straight stretch of the 'yellow brick road' before reaching the Castle
Road gates gave me some luxuriant examples of Wild Angelica just starting to
flower, plus a small cluster of Sneezewort in flower. At the gates I turned south
along the little used path alongside the main road and looked for any Broad-

leaved Helleborine plants with no luck - the colony in this area has diminished
over the years and my last find was of a single plant here on July 31 in 2007
SUMMARY FOR JULY 6 - 12 (WEEK 27 OF 2009)
(Link to previous week’s summary)
Unusual birds seen this week were a Scopoli's Shearwater and a Wilson's
Petrel. Dorset celebrated the fledging of the first Marsh Harrier to fledge in the
county for some 50 years, and there is late news that Ravens have bred this
year on the white cliffs of Dover. In the north and east of Britain it has been a
goood 'Quail year' though the southern counties missed out on this. Locally
there was an unexpected sighting of an Arctic Skua in the Meon Valley. The
main feature of the week was the start of the major autumn movement of many
species from breeding to winter quarters - the first Hen Harrier was back in
Sussex, the first Avocets were back in Poole Harbour, and large numbers of
Black-tailed Godwits started to return from Iceland. Two small summer flocks
of Mistle Thrushes were good news and sightings of Golden Oriole and Great
Grey Shrike were unexpected
The first Migrant Hawker dragonfly was seen this week and the first offspring
of the big Painted Lady invasion are now starting to fly as this year's new
generation of Bumblebee Queens has appeared. Several Grasshopper
species are in the news along with a couple of Bush Crickets.
Tiny Chaffweed (a relative of Bog Pimpernel) has been discovered for the first
time in Havant Thicket (along with a hybrid Rush) and a mystery plant found
by the Havant Wildlife Group on their Saturday walk is still to be identified. More
expected was the first flowering of the Danewort which is a speciality of Havant
town, along with the flowering of several more widely distributed species
including Teasel and Hoary Ragwort
Hedgehogs are now nursing new born young but one presumed mother pig was
run over by a car outside my house while out searching fro extra food.
BIRDS
Great Crested Grebe: A count of 89 seen on Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on July 8
Cory's Shearwater: The first sighting for the year was on May 16 when what
was probably the same bird was seen off Portland, Devon and Cornwall, followed
by a probable sighting off Devon on May 17. There have been no other reports
until July 4 when one was seen from a boat off the Scillies. Another single bird
was seen off Cornwall on July 5 and two were in Cornish waters on July 6 when a
report of 20 flying west along the south coast of Spain probably marks post
breeding dispersal. Further interest in the July 4 sighting lies in the claim that it
was the second ever sighting in British waters of a subspecies normally only

found in the Mediterranean - a 'Scopoli's' Shearwater, of which the first for
Britain was off the Scillies in Aug 2004. Cory's Shearwater has two subspecies the birds we normally see are classed as the 'Atlantic' subspecies and breed on
the Azores and other Atlantic coasts and islands while Scopoli's is known as the
'Mediterranean' subspecies and breeds within the Mediterranean. Scopoli's is
larger and greyer than the Atlantic subspecies and has a distinctive underwing
pattern (though I have so far failed to track down the distinctive features!)
Balearic Shearwater: One seen off Portland on July 7 was the 49th report of
the species I have logged this year on July. The 50th report came on July 9 and
may have been unusual in that it was off the Norfolk coast - I do not know how
many area seen in that part of the North Sea but I have the impression that few
get further up the English Channel than Portland.
Storm Petrel: Plenty of these are still being seen off the Scillies and west
country coasts but a birding boat trip off the Scillies on July 7 reports the first
sighting for the year of a Wilson's Storm Petrel among 35 Northern Storm
Petrels. Wilson's Petrel is slightly larger and browner than our northern
species and its wings are more rounded and its legs are longer so they project
beyond the tail in flight. Wilson's Petrel breeds in the southern hemishpere and
is said to be one of the most abundant bird species in the world. After breeding it
follows a figure of eight route which brings it up one side of the Atlantic to the
fringe of the Arctic before heading south down the other side. This journey is
comparable to that of the Arctic Terns and is a contender for title of longest
migratory journey of any bird species.
Bittern: One was still at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on July 9. Readers of the
latest edition of the excellent British Wildlife magazine will find an interesting
account of how our conservation agencies manage the environment in the hope
of achieving the targets that have been set for the number of Bitterns in Britain
to increase over the coming years. Some people might wish that the same
amount of thought could be put into, and success achieved, in managing our
human population.
Cattle Egret: One seen at the Brading Marshes (IoW) on July 5 (one was
reported here on June 14 and May 16 but not in between)
Great White Egret: One flew south over east Kent on July 10
Spoonbill: What was described as a non-breeding adult was in the North Walls
area of Pagham Harbour on July 9
Black Swan: One was seen to fly west over the north of Portsea Island (the
North End area of Portsmouth) on July 7. For those who see all black Swans on
the water it comes as a surprise to see how much white they show in their wings
when airborne. At the end of the week two pairs were seen on the West Ashling
pond near Funtington, one pair having three cygnets with them

Red Crested Pochard: A female seen in the Pagham Harbour north walls area
on July 4
Scaup: On July 7 a male flew in to the Paxton Pits (Cambridgeshire/Bedfordshire
border area). I assume this was an escape from a wildfowl collection rather than
a very early passage migrant.
Black Kite: One seen in the Wareham area of Dorset on July 8 - has the
escapee from the Hawk Conservancy in Hampshire, which was last seen in the
Fareham area on June 30, moved west into Dorset?
Marsh Harrier: On July 9 the Dorset Bird Club website announced that the pair
which have been nesting at Lodmoor (Weymouth) have now fledged one juvenile
to achieve the first know breeding of the species in Dorset for some 50 years.
Hen Harrier: A confident report of a ringtail in the Steyning Round Hill area
north of Worthing on July 4 could be the first to return to the south coast since
the end of April (though there was an odd report of one in the Weymouth area
on May 20 followed by one passing Cap Gris-Nez near Calais on May 24)
Sparrowhawk: One flew high over my garden in the early afternoon of July 9
after a Buzzard had done the same on the previous day - probably both species
are feeling less concerned about keeping a low profile now that their breeding
season is over?
Buzzard: Regular hovering may be a characteristic of Rough Legged Buzzard
but isolated instances of hovering cannot be used as a diagnostic - on July 7 an
observer in the Lewes area watched a Common Buzzard hovering just 30 feet
above the ground as motionless as a Kestrel for 30 seconds.
Osprey: At least two of these are already heading slowly south. One appeared in
the west of Poole Harbour on July 1 and was still there on July 8. Another has
been seen at Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough on July 4 and 5.
Peregrine: On July 7 a family of two adults and three juveniles were seen in the
Church Norton area of Pagham Harbour. This could be the Chichester Cathedral
family but if so where is the fourth juvenile?
Quail: Although I have not seen Lee Evans original statement saying that this is
a great Quail year I have seeen a couple of comments on it, saying that there
have been very few Quail anywhere in the southern counties, and a response
from Lee saying that there are many more Quail than usual in his home county
of Hertfordshire and up to 40 birds present in Yorkshire with many others in the
north and east of the UK including at least one in Shetland. Lee also has support
from a birder in Oxfordshire who says there are more than usual there. On the
other hand the July reports from southern counties which I have seen tell of one
in Dorset (Maiden Castle on July 1), one in Hampshire (Cleave Hill near
Stockbridge on July 4) and three in Sussex (two near the Cuckmere Valley on July
2 and one in the Worthing area on July 4)

Avocet: No more than a dozen birds were reported at Titchfield Haven up to the
end of May but recent reports from there (23 on June 7, 26 on June 20, 30+ on
July 8 and 37+ on July 9) suggest that the westward post-breeding movement
which brought 85 to the Pett Pools by Rye Bay on July 4 is bringing passage birds
to Hampshire. On July 10 the first three birds arrived at Brownsea Island in Poole
Harbour (one of their wintering sites)
Lapwing: The number returning to Rye Harbour reached 100 on July 3 and was
up to 350 by July 10. On July 8 Titchfield Haven had 44.
Temmincks Stint: One turned up at Pulborough Brooks on July 9 but seems to
have flown on that night
Snipe: At least one was back at Titchfield Haven on July 10
Black-tailed Godwit: I have only seen four counts from Farlington Marshes
since the beginning of June (45 on June 3, around 100 on June 28, slightly over
226 on July 8 and 264 on July 9) but this shows that the first Icelandic birds are
now returning to our area. At Pulborough Brooks the number had dropped to just
4 on June 12 and 4 were still present on June 28 but on July 8 the count was up
to 12. There have also been a couple of reports of birds seen on overland
passage from Iceland - on July 7 two birds dropped in briefly at the Paxton Pits
reserve on the Cambridge/Bedford county boundary, and on July 9 a group of six
made a similar brief visit to Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough in East
Sussex. Latest news is of around 160 at Titchfield Haven on July 10 but these
may be young birds that have stayed through the summer.
Whimbrel: Odd birds have been seen on early return passage for some time but
more substantial numbers are now being seen with reports on July 10 of a flock
of 31 on the north Kent coast and what Jason Crook describes as a 'wave of
returnees' seen that day at the Hayling Oysterbeds.
Common Sandpiper: This species was also mentioned by Jason Crook in his
'wave of returnees' comment referring to the Hayling Oysterbeds on July 10 that site was just one of nine at which Common Sandpipers have been reported
this week.
Turnstone: I have not recorded any reports of this species since June 10 when
15 were seen in the Warsash area. Now comes a report of 26 on the north Kent
coast on July 10
Arctic Skua: On July 3 David Savage had a good view of a bird flying in the
West Meon area of the Meon Valley which he strongly believes was an Arctic
Skua and this caused me to investigate the likelihood of such a sighting. I found
that in several recent years one or two Arctic Skuas have been present off the
central south coast through the summer. During June this year there have been
five reports of Arctic Skua, four off Dorset but one off Titchfield Haven. I also
found that some Arctic Skuas when on passage do take an overland short-cut
from the English Channel to the North Sea, with the Meon Valley being a likely

place to see them (though there have been very few recorded sightings). David's
sighting could therefore have been of an Arctic Skua, either a bird summering
in the English Channel and 'exploring the hinterland' or an early passage bird
coming south through the valley (David did not say in which direction his bird
was flying).
Med Gull: First report of juveniles away from their nest areas is of a few among
124 Med Gulls at the Badminston Common pits (south of the Fawley refinery and
around 5km north east of the Needs Ore gullery at the mouth of the Beauleiu
River) on July 5 and this has been followed by the first sighting at the Hayling
Oysterbeds on July 10 (presumably having flown from the RSPB Island in
Langstone Harbour)
Common Gull: A single adult on the Weston shore of Southampton Water on
July 11 probably marks the start of return of this species to the south coast.
Lesser Blackback: An adult of the British race (pale grey mantle) was back in
the Slipper Mill Pond adjacent to Emsworth Harbour on July 6
Roseate Tern: A few non-breeding birds have remained in the English Channel
through the early summer but a report of 6 seen on the Devon coast on July 9
probably marks the start of autumn passage.
Cuckoo: A report of one at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on July 7 probably indicates
that they have started to move south
Barn Owl: The first of this years young will be leaving their nests around now
and there may also be some dispersal of adults that have failed to breed so a
report of one seen carrying prey and entering a barn at Warblington Farm this
week is more likely to have been a roving bird looking for somewhere to eat its
supper than a sign of breeding at the farm.
Little Owl: A sighting of one at Warblington Farm this week is not unexpected
as a pair have been present on the farm in all but two of the past 30 years.
Redstart: One seen at Portland on July 5 was the first there since May 14 and
marks the start of their departure.
Stonechat: A new arrival in the Warsash/Hook area on July 8 was an early
indicator of birds heading for the coast after breeding.
Mistle Thrush: A flock of 10 seen in a mown hayfield near Lymington on July 6
would have been a normal autumn sighting during the 1970s (Birds of Hampshire
says .. "In late summer flocks of up to 70 are recorded" and also records late
autumn flocks of up to 200+) but now Mistle Thrushes have become rare this
may well be the only such flock seen in Hampshire this year - having said that in
my mid-week Summary I hear that a flock of 20 was seen in the West Ashling
(Funtington) area west of Chichester on July 11.

Spotted Flycatcher: This is another species apparently starting to move south one seen the Southwater Country Park at Horsham on July 10 was the first seen
there this year according to the observer.
Golden Oriole: A female or young bird was seen on July 6 at Pett on the shore
of Rye Bay, presumably already on autumn passage southward.
Great Grey Shrike: One reported at a Dutch site on July 7 - the first I have
heard of since Apr 20
Raven: Further evidence of their rapid colonisation of southern England in recent
years comes from Kent where a pair has nested on the white cliffs of Dover this
year with three young fledging on May 17. Two were seen in that area on July 9.
Tree Sparrow: One reported in a town garden at Goring (Worthing) on July 5 presumably an autumn vagrant
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker: First of these for the year seen in the Botany Bay
woods near Chiddingfold in Surrey on July 4
Red-veined Darter: A sighting of 8 at the Badminston Common pit pools
near Calshot in the New Forest on July 5 probably indicates that a small
colony is now established there rather than the arrival of new migrants,
Common Darter: These were first seen on June 4 when they were
reported at both Rye Harbour and Durlston but I have heard no more of
them until July 8 when one was seen in Firestone Copse near Wootton in
the Isle of Wight. On July 10 they were said to be 'still emerging' at Rye
Harbour.
Butterflies
32 species mentioned in this weeks reports, including ..
Wood White: First of the summer brood out in Botany Bay woodland in
Surrey on July 5
Clouded Yellow: A fresh male seen in the Newhaven area on July 9 had
not been followed by other reports up to July 10
Chalkhill Blue: By July 5 more than 30 could be seen on the Downs
above the Cuckmere Valley and on July 8 'hundreds' were reported in the
Butchershole Bottom area just north of East Dean near Eastbourne where
the first of the year were reported on June 30
Purple Emperor: Local sightings this week include - on July 5 one was
photographed in the Botley Woods north of Fareham, on July 7 one was

seen in the Creech Woods at Denmead and on July 8 one was seen in a
Waltham Chase garden (east of Bishops Waltham).
Painted Lady: Freshly emerged insects seen at Eastbourne on July 5 and
in both the Worthing and Newhaven areas on July 9
Moths
Leopard moth (0161 Zeuzera pyrina): First at Rye Harbour on July 4
Caloptilia stigmatella (0288): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 4
Ash Bud Moth (0449 Prays fraxinella): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 3
Goniodoma limoniella (0488): First in Thanet on July 9 - a Sea
Lavender species
Eucosma conterminana (1192): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 3
Donacaula forficella (1329): First at Shoreham on July 3
Endotricha flammealis (1424 Endotricha flammealis): First at
Portslade (Brighton) on July 5
Wax Moth (1425 Galleria mellonella): First at Dungeness on July 8
Bee Moth (1428 Aphomia sociella): First at Portslade (Brighton) on
July 5
White Plume moth (1513 Pterophorus pentadactyla): First at
Portslade (Brighton) on July 5
Common Emerald (1669 Hemithea aestivaria): First in Thanet (Kent)
on July 4
Small Emerald (1673 Hemistola chrysoprasaria): First in Thanet
(Kent) on July 4
Small Blood-vein (1690 Scopula imitaria): First in Thanet (Kent) on
July 3
Shaded Broad-bar (1732 Scotopteryx chenopodiata): First in Thanet
'recently'
July Belle (1734 Scotopteryx luridata): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 4
Ruddy Carpet (1735 Catarhoe rubidata): First in Thanet 'recently'.
Beautiful Carpet (1748 Mesoleuca albicillata): First in Rother Woods
north of Hastings on July 3
The Phoenix (1754 Eulithis prunata): First at Portslade (Brighton) on
July 5

Wormwood Pug (1830 Eupithecia absinthiata): First in Thanet
'recently'
Dingy Shell (1874 Euchoeca nebulata): First in Thanet (Kent) on July
4
Swallow-tailed Moth (1922 Ourapteryx sambucaria): First had been
seen on June 17 but one in my garden on July 7 was my personal first.
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): By
July 9 I had only collected 25 reports for the year
Minor Shoulder-knot (2225 Brachylomia viminalis): First in Rother
Woods north of Hastings on July 3
Marbled Green (2295 Cryphia muralis): First at Portslade (Brighton)
on July 5
Mouse Moth (2299 Amphipyra tragopoginis): First in Thanet (Kent)
on July 4
The Dun-bar (2318 Cosmia trapezina): First in Rother Woods north of
Hastings on July 3
Dusky Sallow (2352 Eremobia ochroleuca): First at Portslade
(Brighton) on July 5
Scarce Silver-lines (2421 Bena prasinana): First in Rother Woods
north of Hastings on July 3
Moth/Butterfly Larvae (9998 All species): On July 5 someone in the
Pevensey Levels reported 'Maybe 100,000 Painted Lady caterpillars'.
Other Insects
Volucella inanis: One of these impressive large hoverflies features in
photos of Hogweed taken in the Pett area near Rye Bay on July 8
Buff-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris): First new Queens of the
year emerging in the Rye area on July 11
Red-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius): First new Queens of the
year emerging in the Rye area - one photographed mating on a barbed
wire fence (see RX website)
Soldier Beetle (Cantharis lividis): These have just become numerous
and prominent. On July 6 I saw around 30 of them crowded onto one
Hogweed umbel in Havant and on July 8 Brian Fellows had a similar sight in
Emsworth.
Meadow Grasshopper: Brian Fellows found these abundant in the
grassland at Brook Meadow, Emsworth, on July 8 and commented that this

is the only species of Grasshopper in Britain which lacks hind wings and is
thus unable to fly like the others
Lesser Marsh Grasshopper (Chorthippus albomarginatus): On July 9
the Hollybank Woods 'blog' page reported that many of these could now be
seen in the Holly Lodge clearing in these woods north of Emsworth. I have
little knowledge of Grasshoppers and was surprised to hear of Marsh
Grasshoppers in a very dry habitat but I find that this is not unusual (the
species is found in shore, marsh, and dry grassland habitat). The species
could be confused with the Meadow Grasshopper but that species has
very small wings (it is unable to fly) whereas Lesser Marsh has large
wings and lives up to its scientific name (albomarginatus) by having a
white leading edge to the wings (visible along the top of the insect's body
when at rest) - this can be seen in two photos on Richard Ford's excellent
website at
http://www.digitalwildlife.co.uk/minibeasts/grasshoppers/lessermarshGrass
hopper.htm Going back to the Hollybank website on July 12 I find that the
entry which originally sparked my interest has been altered and the insects
there are now described as Meadow Grasshoppers but if you compare
Andy Brook's photo (at http://www.hollybankwoods.hampshire.org.uk/woodland_blog.html ) with Richard Ford's photos
you will be able to see the difference in wingsize and the white leading
edge.
Woodland Grasshopper (Omocestus rufipes): This is a small dark
grasshopper with a distinctively banded body. I have not come across it but
I was told this week that there are a lot of them in Havant Thicket
Short-winged Conehead: The first for the year was on June 29 at Rye
Harbour and locally a female was seen in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on
July 8
Great Green Bush Cricket: These were found at Durlston on July 11 and
no doubt can also be found on Portsdown.
PLANTS
Sea Purslane: This had started to flower along the South Moors shore at
Langstone on July 6
Lesser Water Parsnip: This was well into flowering when I first noticed it in the
Lymbourn stream pasing Wade Court in Langstone on July 9
Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) ??? When the Havant Wildlife Group were
walking in damp woodland in the West Ashling area (near Funtington to the west
of Chichester) on July 11 they came on a plant which none of them could
identify, but Heather Mills took a couple of photos and sent them to me for my
opinion. I certainly cannot name the plant with confidence but it could be
Brookweed which is not uncommon in wet areas along the coast where salt and

fresh water mix as the tide ebbs and flows. I read that the plant can be found
inland so there is a possibility that this is what they found but I have doubts
based on the arrangement of leaves up the plant stem and the fact that the
plants were trailing over the ground, not erect. The only other possibility I could
think of is a white flowered form of Brooklime, but that seems even more
unlikely. I will forward the photos for expert opinion - watch this space.
Chaffweed (Anagallis minima): This tiny plant (which I have never seen) was
found in Havant Thicket on July 10 by John Norton (an ecologist undertaking a
survey of the Thicket area in connection with the forthcoming construction of the
huge new reservoir by Portsmouth Water Company). I have not yet had a chance
to look for it but if anyone else is interested John's directions start from SU
712106 where a tiny stream runs south across a broad east-west track. From
there "Walk about 30-40 metres west, stop at an obvious stout marsh thistle
flowering stem on the left hand (south) side, close to the edge. Then walk back
about 1m or so and look near to the edge of the vegetated strip on the other side
(i.e. the north side of the track). There's also an overhanging pine branch fairly
close by. NB By this time you should have spotted a few small patches of Bog
Pimpernel (A. tenella) in flower. There were several plants of the Chaffweed
growing up through the leaf rosette of a marsh thistle."
Trailing Bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana): This common garden
escape is one that I had not bothered to identify until this week when I came
across it near the Langbrook Stream on July 6
Danewort or Dwarf Elder (Sambucus ebulus): The colony where the Hayling
Billy Trail passes the end of Grove Road in Havant had started to flower on July
6.
Fen Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum): Brian Fellows found this at the
Langstone South Moors on June 18 but was not sure of its identity so sent a
specimen to Martin Rand who confirmed it was Fen Bedstraw. When I was at
the Moors on July 6 I found a plant which might have been this species but close
examination showed it did not have the mucronate (extended point) leaves nor
the backward pointing prickles on the stem and was Common Marsh
Bedstraw.
Wild Madder: This yellow flowered climber was flowering at Durlston on July 7
Teasel: This was first seen in flower at the Hayling Oysterbeds on July 7
Marsh Ragwort: First flowers seen at Langstone South Moors on July 6
Hoary Ragwort: First flowers seen at Langstone South Moors on July 6
Ploughman's Spikenard: First flowers reported at Durlston on July 11
Shasta Daisy: Many in flower at North Common on Hayling on July 9
Prickly Lettuce: This had started to flower in Emsworth on July 6

Flowering Rush: Flowering at Christchurch Harbour on July 6
Juncus x kern-reichgeltii: This hybrid between Soft Rush and Compact
Rush was found by John Norton on July 10 at several places around the north of
Havant Thicket (Horsefoot Hill area). John says .." It's very distinctive as it has
ridged stems at the top, smooth below and generally much taller than either of
the two parents. The flowers are looser than those of Compact Rush, having
short stalks, but not as loose as those of the Soft Rush". John is awaiting
confirmation of the identity of this plant as Stace says .."It occurs sporadically
with its parents (mainly in the north and west) but many records are erroneous;
it is difficult to determine other than in the field in the presence of its parents."
OTHER WILDLIFE
Hedgehog: When Brian Fellows reported a couple of Hedgehog sightings in
Emsworth last week I commented that they were now rare around Havant and
that I had not seen one this year. That changed on the morning of July 9 when I
found the squashed remains of one freshly dead in the road outside my house. I
rather suspect that this was a female which had recently given birth (young born
in June or Juy) and was having to hunt for extra food - her death will therefore
cause the death of up to youngsters that cannot fend for themselves.
Slow Worm: A garden in Langstone village had seven Slow Worms in compost
bins which were emptied on July 9

Wildlife diary and news for July 6 - 12 (Week 27 of 2009)
(Skip to previous week)
Sun 12 July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Summary of past week’s news
My latest weekly summary of reports is now available by clicking Weekly
Summary here
Sat 11 July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Owls at Warblington
A phone call this morning from Tony Gutteridge told me of recent sightings of
both Barn and Little Owls at Warblington Farm.
Little Owls have been seen around the farm in all but two of the years since
Tony started a regular Common Bird Census there in 1977 until now - the two
exceptions were 2001 (when Government restrictions relating to Foot and Mouth

disease prevented any visits to farms) and 1993, and there is no reason to
suppose that there was not at least one pair present in those years.
Barn Owls have not been seen on the farm in any of the 30 years of the CBC
survey and a sighting at this time of year suggests to me post breeding dispersal
of young though the sighting reported to Tony was of a Barn Owl flying into one
of the farm barns carrying prey ...
Fri 10 July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Hayling North Common
An evening cycle ride to North Common on Hayling last night (July 9) added four
good species to my personal flowering plant list.
The first was Lesser Water Parsnip seen in the Lymbourne Stream right beside
the Billy Trail where the stream turns south away from the old rail track to go
down the west side of Wade Court to Langstone Pond. The other three were all
seen on the North Common open space at Northney - Rosebay Willowherb,
Shasta Daisy and Teasel (the latter had started flowering at the Oysterbeds by
July 7 but this was my personal first sight of it)
Earlier yesterday I found the remains of a Hedgehog which had been run over
in the road outside my house - see my mid-week Summary comments below
concerning the probablility that this was a female with new born young to feed.
Thu 9 July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Mid-week Summary
BIRDS
(Skip to Insects)
Great Crested Grebe: A count of 89 seen on Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on July 8
Cory's Shearwater: The first sighting for the year was on May 16 when what
was probably the same bird was seen off Portland, Devon and Cornwall and there
was a probable sighting off Devon on May 17. There have been no other reports
until July 4 when one was seen from a boat off the Scillies. Another single bird
was seen off Cornwall on July 5 and two were in Cornish waters on July 6 when a
report of 20 flying west along the south coast of Spain probably marks post
breeding dispersal. Further interest in the July 4 sighting lies in the claim that it
was the second ever sighting in British waters of a subspecies normally only
found in the Mediterranean - a 'Scopoli's' Shearwater, of which the first for
Britain was off the Scillies in Aug 2004. Cory's Shearwater has two subspecies the birds we normally see are classed as the 'Atlantic' subspecies and breed on

the Azores and other Atlantic coasts and islands while Scopoli's is known as the
'Mediterranean' subspecies and breeds within the Mediterranean. Scopoli's is
larger and greyer than the Atlantic subspecies and has a distinctive underwing
pattern (though I have so far failed to track down the distinctive features!)
Balearic Shearwater: One seen off Portland on July 7 was the 49th report of
the species I have logged this year on July. The 50th report came on July 9 and
may have been unusual in that it was off the Norfolk coast - I do not know how
many area seen in that part of the North Sea but I have the impression that few
get further up the English Channel than Portland.
Storm Petrel: Plenty of these are still being seen off the Scillies and west
country coasts but a birding boat trip off the Scillies on July 7 reports the first
sighting for the year of a Wilson's Storm Petrel among 35 Northern Storm
Petrels. Wilson's Petrel is slightly larger and browner than our northern
species and its wings are more rounded and its legs are longer so they project
beyond the tail in flight. Wilson's Petrel breeds in the southern hemishpere and
is said to be one of the most abundant bird species in the world. After breeding it
follows a figure of eight route which brings it up one side of the Atlantic to the
fringe of the Arctic before heading south down the other side. This journey is
comparable to that of the Arctic Terns and is a contender for title of longest
migratory journey of any bird species.
Cattle Egret: One seen at the Brading Marshes (IoW) on July 5 (one was
reproted here on June 14 and May 16 but not in between)
Red Crested Pochard: A female seen in the Pagham Harbour north walls area
on July 4
Black Kite: One seen in the Wareham area of Dorset on July 8 - has the
escapee from the Hawk Conservancy in Hampshire, which was last seen in the
Fareham area on June 30, moved west into Dorset?
Hen Harrier: A confident report of a ringtail in the Steyning Round Hill area
north of Worthing on July 4 could be the first to return to the south coast since
the end of April (though there was an odd report of one in the Weymouth area
on May 20 followed by one passing Cap Gris-Nez near Calais on May 24)
Sparrowhawk: One flew high over my garden in the early afternoon of July 9
after a Buzzard had done the same on the previous day - probably both species
are feelign less concerned about keeping a low profile now that their breeding
season is over?
Buzzard: Regular hovering may be a characteristic of Rough Legged Buzzard
but isolated instances of hovering cannot be used as a diagnostic - on July 7 an
observer in the Lewes area watched a Common Buzzard hovering just 30 feet
above the ground as motionless as a Kestrel for 30 seconds.

Osprey: At least two of these are already heading slowly south. One appeared in
the west of Poole Harbour on July 1 and was still there on July 8. Another has
been seen at Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough on July 4 and 5.
Peregrine: On July 7 a family of two adults and three juveniles were seen in the
Church Norton area of Pagham Harbour. This could be the Chichester Cathedral
family but if so where is the fourth juvenile?
Quail: Although I have not seen Lee Evans original statement saying that this is
a great Quail year I have seeen a couple of comments on it saying that there
have been very few Quail anywhere in the southern counties and a response
from Lee saying that there are many more Quail than usual in his home county
of Hertfordshire and up to 40 birds present in Yorkshire with many others in the
north and east of the UK including at least one in Shetland. The July reports from
southern counties which I have seen tell of one in Dorset (Maiden Castle on July
1), one in Hampshire (Cleave Hill near Stockbridge on July 4) and three in Sussex
(two near the Cuckmere Valley on July 2 and one in the Worthing area on July 4)
Avocet: No more than a dozen birds were reported at Titchfield Haven up to the
end of May but recent reports from there (23 on June 7, 26 on June 20 and now
30+ on July 8) suggest that the westward post-breeding movement which
brought 85 to the Pett Pools by Rye Bay on July 4 is bringing passage birds to
Hampshire
Black-tailed Godwit: I have only seen three counts from Farlington Marshes since
the beginning of June (45 on June 3, around 100 on June 28 and slightly over
226 on July 8) but this shows that the first Icelandic birds are now returning to
our area. At Pulborough Brooks the number had dropped to just 4 on June 12
and 4 were still present on June 28 but on July 8 the count was up to 12.
Arctic Skua: On July 3 David Savage had a good view of a bird flying in the
West Meon area of the Meon Valley which he strongly believes was an Arctic
Skua and this caused me to investigate the likelihood of such a sighting. I found
that in several recent years one or two Arctic Skuas have been present off the
central south coast through the summer. During June this year there have been
five reports of Arctic Skua, four off Dorset but one off Titchfield Haven. I also
found that some Arctic Skuas when on passage do take an overland short-cut
from the English Channel to the North Sea, with the Meon Valley being a likely
place to see them (though there have been very few recorded sightings). David's
sighting could therefore have been of an Arctic Skua, either a bird summering
in the English Channel and 'exploring the hinterland' or an early passage bird
coming south through the valley (David did not say in which direction his bird
was flying).
Med Gull: First report of juveniles away from their nest areas is of a few among
124 Med Gulls at the Badminston Common pits (south of the Fawley refinery and
around 5km north east of the Needs Ore gullery at the mouth of the Beauleiu
River)

Lesser Blackback: An adult of the British race (pale grey mantle) was back in
the Slipper Mill Pond adjacent to Emsworth Harbour on July 6
Stonechat: A new arrival in the Warsash/Hook area on July 8 was an early
indicator of birds heading for the coast after breeding.
Mistle Thrush: A flock of 10 seen in a mown hayfield near Lymington on July 6
would have been a normal autumn sighting during the 1970s (Birds of Hampshire
says .. "In late summer flocks of up to 70 are recorded" and also records late
autumn flocks of up to 200+) but now Mistle Thrushes have become rare this
may well be the only such flock seen in Hampshire this year.
Golden Oriole: A female or young bird was seen on July 6 at Pett on the shore
of Rye Bay, presumably already on autumn passage southward.
Great Grey Shrike: One reported at a Dutch site on July 7 - the first I have
heard of since Apr 20
Raven: Further evidence of their rapid colonisation of southern England in recent
years comes from Kent where a pair has nested on the white cliffs of Dover this
year with three young fledging on May 17
Tree Sparrow: One reported in a town garden at Goring (Worthing) on July 5 presumably an autumn vagrant
INSECTS
(Skip to Plants)
Dragonflies
Migrant Hawker: First of these for the year seen in the Botany Bay
woods near Chiddingfold in Surrey on July 4
Common Darter: These were first seen on June 4 when they were
reported at both Rye Harbour and Durlston but I have heard no more of
them until July 8 when one was seen in Firestone Copse near Wootton in
the Isle of Wight
Butterflies
Wood White: First of the summer brood out in Botany Bay woodland in
Surrey on July 5
Chalkhill Blue: By July 5 more than 30 could be seen on the Downs
above the Cuckmere Valley and on July 8 'hundreds' were reported in the
Butchershole Bottom area just north of East Dean near Eastbourne where
the first of the year were reported on June 30
Purple Emperor: On July 5 one was photographed in the Botley Woods
north of Fareham and on July 7 one was seen in the Creech Woods at
Denmead.

Moths
Leopard moth (0161 Zeuzera pyrina): First at Rye Harbour on July 4
Caloptilia stigmatella (0288): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 4
Ash Bud Moth (0449 Prays fraxinella): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 3
Eucosma conterminana (1192): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 3
Donacaula forficella (1329): First at Shoreham on July 3
Endotricha flammealis (1424 Endotricha flammealis): First at
Portslade (Brighton) on July 5
Bee Moth (1428 Aphomia sociella): First at Portslade (Brighton) on
July 5
White Plume moth (1513 Pterophorus pentadactyla): First at
Portslade (Brighton) on July 5
Common Emerald (1669 Hemithea aestivaria): First in Thanet (Kent)
on July 4
Small Emerald (1673 Hemistola chrysoprasaria): First in Thanet
(Kent) on July 4
Small Blood-vein (1690 Scopula imitaria): First in Thanet (Kent) on
July 3
July Belle (1734 Scotopteryx luridata): First in Thanet (Kent) on July 4
Beautiful Carpet (1748 Mesoleuca albicillata): First in Rother Woods
north of Hastings on July 3
The Phoenix (1754 Eulithis prunata): First at Portslade (Brighton) on
July 5
Dingy Shell (1874 Euchoeca nebulata): First in Thanet (Kent) on July
4
Swallow-tailed Moth (1922 Ourapteryx sambucaria): First had been
seen on June 17 but one in my garden on July 7 was my personal first.
Minor Shoulder-knot (2225 Brachylomia viminalis): First in Rother
Woods north of Hastings on July 3
Marbled Green (2295 Cryphia muralis): First at Portslade (Brighton)
on July 5
Mouse Moth (2299 Amphipyra tragopoginis): First in Thanet (Kent)
on July 4

The Dun-bar (2318 Cosmia trapezina): First in Rother Woods north of
Hastings on July 3
Dusky Sallow (2352 Eremobia ochroleuca): First at Portslade
(Brighton) on July 5
Scarce Silver-lines (2421 Bena prasinana): First in Rother Woods
north of Hastings on July 3
Moth/Butterfly Larvae (9998 All species): On July 5 someone in the
Pevensey Levels reported 'Maybe 100,000 Painted Lady caterpillars'.
Other Insects
Volucella inanis: One of these impressive large hoverflies features in
photos of Hogweed taken in the Pett area near Rye Bay on July 8
Soldier Beetle (Cantharis lividis): These have just become numerous
and prominent. On July 6 I saw around 30 of them crowded onto one
Hogweed umbel in Havant and on July 8 Brian Fellows had a similar sight in
Emsworth.
Meadow Grasshopper: Brian Fellows found these abundant in the
grassland at Brook Meadow, Emsworth, on July 8 and commented that this
is the only species of Grasshopper in Britain which lacks hind wings and is
thus unable to fly like the others
Short-winged Conehead: The first for the year was on June 29 at Rye
Harbour and locally a female was seen in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on
July 8
PLANTS
(Skip to Other Wildlife)
Late News 1: While writing these notes I had an email from John Norton telling
me he had just found a couple of new plants for Havant Thicket. One is Bog
Pimpernel (which may be extending its range as there was a find of it earlier
this summer in the Gipsies Plain area south of Havant Thicket) and the second is
Chaffweed (Anagallis minima), a tiny plant which I have never seen before.
John also find a number of examples scattered around the north of the Thicket of
a hybrid Rush Juncus effusus x conglomeratus, which goes under the name
of Juncus x kern-reichgeltii
Late News 2: On Thursday evening I found four additions to the year list of
flowering plants which were not in my database when compiling the summary
below. These were Rosebay Willowherb, Shasta Daisy, Lesser Water
Parsnip and Teasels (which Brian Fellows had found a couple of days earlier)
Sea Purslane: This had started to flower along the South Moors shore at
Langstone on July 6

Trailing Bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana): This common garden
escape is one that I had not bothered to identify until this week when I came
across it near the Langbrook Stream on July 6
Danewort or Dwarf Elder (Sambucus ebulus): The colony where the Haying
Billy Trail passes the end of Grove Road in Havant had started to flower on July
6.
Fen Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum): Brian Fellows found this at the
Langstone South Moors on June 18 but was not sure of its identity so sent a
specimen to Martin Rand who confirmed it was Fen Bedstraw. When I was at
the Moors on July 6 I found a plant which might have been this species but close
examination showed it did not have the mucronate (extended point) leaves nor
the backward pointing prickles on the stem and was Common Marsh
Bedstraw.
Wild Madder: This yellow flowered climber was flowering at Durlston on July 7
Marsh Ragwort: First flowers seen at Langstone South Moors on July 6
Hoary Ragwort: First flowers seen at Langstone South Moors on July 6
Prickly Lettuce: This had started to flower in Emsworth on July 6
Flowering Rush: Flowering at Christchurch Harbour on July 6
OTHER WILDLIFE
Hedgehog: When Brian Fellows reported a couple of Hedgehog sightings in
Emsworth last week I commented that they were now rare around Havant and
that I had not seen one this year. That changed on the morning of July 9 when I
found the squashed remains of one freshly dead in the road outside my house. I
rather suspect that this was a female which had recently given birth (young born
in June or Juy) and was having to hunt for extra food - her death will therefore
cause the death of up to youngsters that cannot fend for themselves.
Mon 6 July
(Link to previous day’s entry)
Summer flowers and fruits
This afternoon I found both blackberries and Cherry plums ripe enough to
eat - the blackberries were of the large fruited Himalayan Giant species that
will soon provide basketsful of fruit for pickers though today I only found two allblack fruits and the one I ate was not very sweet.
The most noteworthy of the summer flowers was the local speciality of the Billy
Trail - the Danewort or Dwarf Elder (Sambucus ebulus) which grows beside
the old rail line where it passes the end of Grove Road in Havant (I think that if
you want to find another colony you have to go to East Harting though the Hants
Flora map indicates three sites north of Portsmouth).

Other new flowers were seen on the Langstone South Moors where both Marsh
Ragwort and Hoary Ragwort were in flower for the first time. Along the
footpath beside the Langbrook Stream on my way to the moors I picked a sample
of a common garden escape Bellflower which I have never bothered to
identify in the past and when I got home I established it was Trailing
Bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana). Another first noted along seawall as
I headed home was the very common and uninspiring Sea Purslane (Atriplex
portulacoides).
A more colourful sight at the South Moors was a Hogweed umbel crowded with
at least 30 Soldier Beetles (some paired and mating) of the rather drab
Cantharis livida species. Also seen there was one 6-spot Burnet moth and the
expected Meadow Browns and Gatekeepers with just one Comma and a
couple of Small Skippers.

SUMMARY FOR JUNE 29 - JULY 5 (WEEK 26 OF 2009)
After the revelation that the Hawk Conservancy had removed the leg ring
showing one of their Black Kites to be a captive bird before letting it escape into
the wild last April (it's thought to be still flying around Hampshire) birders are
asking their priests to absolve them of the crime of adding a non-wild bird to
their year lists and the conservation storm troopers which shot a Peregrine in
Sussex earlier this year because it was wearing the 'wrong trousers' (not made of
pure Scottish Peregrine Plaid) are possibly loading their guns to get the 'illegal
Kite'. Next on the list may be a female Red-footed Falcon seen several times
recently in the Itchen valley - where did that come from and is it licensed to be
listed?
Getting back to proper birding news Avocets, Lapwing, Ruff, Green, Wood
and Common Sandpipers are now appearing in large numbers in southern
England. Rarities reported this week are Gull-billed Tern, Blue-cheeked Beeeater, White-crowned Wheatear, Golden Oriole, Red-backed Shrike and
Rose-coloured Starling. Less uncommon, but an iconic sign of autumn, was
the first Willow Warbler song since spring.
Less controversy about the sport of Purple Emperor watching (no questions
asked as to where you get your supply of rotten shrimp paste) and you don't
even have to belong to an authorised clique to enjoy the current magnificent
show of Silver Washed Fritillaries in the woods and Marbled Whites in
grassland. This week has increased the scope for butterfly watching with the
emergence of the first Chalkhill Blue (free to view) and Grayling (can you
watch that with a free conscience without first undergoing the Sussex Grayling
Society initiation rituals? I think they are available for free in Hampshire.) The
week also brought out the summer broods of Peacock and Holly Blue. At least
one Hummingbird Hawkmoth visited Langstone but the first Convolvulus
Hawk chose to show itself in Dorset and a Spurge Hawk in Kent. Older

naturalists such as myself will miss out on one of this week's special offers - the
start of the Bush Cricket song season. Among other insects the discovery of a
new site for Glow-worms (in central Emsworth) is notable.
Wild Orchids may have their secret societies of worshippers but thankfully the
great majority of wild flowers are open to the enjoyment of all and this week I
had great enjoyment from the first sight of Marsh Woundwort and Betony
and even from the subdued presence of the first Upright Hedge Parsley in
shaded woodland. Commoner species making their first flowering appearances
this week were Common Fleabane, Dwarf Thistle and Mugwort plus
Golden Samphire (common enough round the Solent harbours but nationally
rare). Also new on the scene were Hemp Agrimony, Lesser Burdock and
Wood Sage.
The severe drought which brought death to one Mole seen by me did not
prevent the growth of a clump of apparently thriving Weeping Widow
toadstools. The sight of a Hedgehog crossing an Emsworth road by day (and
not getting run over) was a notable event, as was the sudden sufacing of a Grey
Seal among terrified bathers in Rye Bay. This week's mystery concerns the
identity of a 'small vole' picked up on the busy footpath around Langstone pond
and moved to safety - was it a baby Water Vole? We may never know ....
BIRDS
Sooty Shearwater: One off Portland on June 30 was only the second on the
south coast this year (first in Poole Bay on May 17). There was also one seen in
the Sillies that day - maybe the same bird?
Storm Petrel: I'm not sure if I read the entry on the Cornwall Birding werbsite
correctly but it seemed to say that 300 Storm Petrels were caught and ringed off
the county on the night of June 21. A pelagic boat trip from the Scillies on June
30 reported more than 50 of them
Cormorant: A minor indication that the breeding season is now over was the
return of two Cormorants to the rafts in the Emsworth Slipper Pond on July 2
Bittern: One was booming every 3 to 4 minutes in the early morning of June 26
at Stodmarsh in the Kent Stour valley. Another was at Radipole (Weymouth) on
June 30 and July 1
Little Bittern: One reported in the Bembridge Harbour area (IoW) on June 28 no further news of it. Other than one in the Scillies from May 11 to 18 this is the
only other one in the south of England this year
Little Egret: All eleven birds which I could see around the Langstone Pond area
at low tide on June 25 were juveniles. On July 4 five of the juveniles had
ventured a few yards from the nest trees and were standing in the pony field
north of Langstone pond (the field in which a Fox was seen last year at this time
with one Egret in its mouth)

Great White Egret: Just two definite reports this week - one at Reculver in the
Thanet area of Kent on June 29 and one in the West Moors area of Dorset (not
far from Ringwood) on June 30
White Stork: Three 'probable' reports - one over Amberley Wild Brooks on June
30 and two different birds on July 1, one over Arundel and the other over
Romsey. I think all three were different birds heading north.
Spoonbill: One in the Brading Marsh area of the IoW on June 28
Mute Swan: The pair which nest on the Thorney Little Deeps are usually one of
the first to start and usually hatch a good sized family. This year the first report
of a pair having a nest there (on Apr 21) was more than a month later than usual
and when I was there a month later (May 19) there was no evidence of the nest
being in use and just three adult Swans on the water. My next visit (July 4) found
one adult and one small (late hatched?) cygnet. Back on June 2 Brian Fellows
saw a family group (two adults and four tiny cygnets) on the water of Emsworth
Harbour and he assumed they had come from the Little Deeps though they could
have come from the nest in the Northney marina.
Black Swan: The single female on the River Itchen at Riverside Park in
Southampton (among 50+ Mute Swans) was still (July 1) sitting on an nest
with eggs 49 days after mating with a Mute Swan on May 14 (a Mute Swan's
eggs would have hatched about 10 days ago)
Brent Goose: Just one seen at Farlington Marshes on June 28 (there are
probably at least 9 birds summering in Langstone Harbour - 9 seen on May 19).
More interestingly one was seen to fly in from the sea at Cuckmere Haven on July
1 and to continue upstream.
Shelduck: On June 25 I saw two adults with six juveniles (plus a second group
of three unaccompanied juveniles) on the Budds Farm Pools here in Havant and
on June 30 Brian Fellows saw two adults on the Hayling Oysterbeds pools where
Jason Crook had seen a new family of nine ducklings on June 28 - in addition to
the family of 9 which Jason saw on the Budds Farm pools on June 22.
Teal: Two reports this week could indicate that these are starting to return from
distant breeding sites (though they could have attempted breeding locally). On
June 28 five were seen at Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire and on July 3 there
were fifteen at the Breech Pool north of Pagham Harbour.
Tufted Duck: These are alway late breeders and my first sight of ducklings
came at the Thorney Little Deeps on July 4.
Goldeneye: A male made a surprise appearance at Radipole (Weymouth) on
July 2 and was still there next day - I wonder if it came from the same place as
last summer's surprise Hooded Merganser (which I believe is still hanging
around at Radipole)

Honey Buzzard: One was photographed on July 3 as it circled fairly low over
woods somewhere in east Hampshire.
Black Kite: At least six reported sightings in Hampshire between May 11 and
June 23 may have been of a bird which escaped from the Hawk Conservancy
near Andover on Apr 27 - the Conservancy at first denied losing any birds but it
eventually admitted to doing so and, even worse, removing the white leg ring
(which showed it was a captive bird) before letting it go. Since that news came
out there has been another probable sighting over west Fareham on June 30.
Marsh Harrier: This year's young are starting to take to the air. On June 27 one
juvenile was among 9 seen over the Stour Valley in Kent and on June 29 one of
the young at the Dungeness RSPB reserve fledged. No news of the breeding pair
at Lodmoor (Weymouth) which we were told of during the TV Springwatch
program - last mention of a bird there was on June 21.
Montagu's Harrier: One reported in the Wimborne area of Dorset on July 3
Red-footed Falcon: Four separate birders have reported sightings of a female
in the Twyford/Shawford area of the Itchen Valley just south of Winchester in the
last three weeks of June. It has not been seen again despite numerous searches.
Merlin: One at Radipole (Weymouth) on July 1 was the first reported in southern
England since Apr 24
Quail: Three reports this week - one at Maiden Castle in Dorset on July 1, two
heard near Bopeep Farm at the east end of the South Downs on July 2, and one
on Cleave Hill not far north west of Stockbridge in Hampshire on July 4
Water Rail: On June 28 two juveniles were seen 'jumping to catch insects' at
Farlington Marshes
Avocet: The Pett Level pools near Hastings had 48 Avocet present (including 30
juveniles) on June 28 but this number had increased to 85 by July 4, presumably
the result of birds starting to head west from their breeding areas and stopping
off at Pett.
Lapwing: Several south coast sites have reported increased numbers this week
including Rye Harbour where 100 new birds were present on the morning of July
3. On July 4 I saw my first returnees (more than 12) near the Thorney Great
Deeps
Ruff: Two seen at Christchurch Harbour on June 28, increasing to three there on
June 29, seem to be the first birds returning south this autumn. On July 3 more
than 15 appeared at Rye Harbour (the first there since Mar 19)
Black-tailed Godwit: Around 100 were seen at Farlington Marshes on June 28
(with just 4 at Pulborough Brooks that day)
Green Sandpiper: Among many other reports of waders now heading south I
picked out a count of 31 Green Sandpipers at Stodmarsh in the Kent Stour

Valley on June 27 (there were six at the Lower Test near Southampton on June
26 and six at Pulborough Brooks on July 1). On July 3 four were seen at the
Pagham Harbour Breech Pool
Wood Sandpiper: Maybe the first autumn bird in southern England was at
Dungeness on June 25 followed by one at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on June 26 (and
17 at one Dutch site on June 27). June 28 brought reports of one at Brading
Marsh (IoW) and another at Pulborough Brooks. July 3 brought three more at
different sites (Sandwich Bay, Weir Wood reservoir and Rye Harbour)
Common Sandpiper: Single figure counts from seven sites this week were all
beaten by a count of 21 at Peveril Point near Swanage on July 3
Med Gulls: Chris Cockburn (Langstone RSPB warden) reports some good
breeding success among those which nested on the shingle areas of the
Langstone Harbour Islands this year and (while I have not yet seen local reports
of juveniles away from those islands) the first juvenile arrived in Christchurch
Harbour on June 29. At the Hayling Oysterbeds (where no Med Gulls have
nested) some make raids on the other species nesting there and Jason has seen
at least on Black-headed chick and one Common Tern chick taken by Med
Gulls recently. At Rye Harbour Med Gulls regularly 'mug' Sandwich Terns and
steal the food they are carrying back to their young terns.
Black-headed Gulls: The first four juveniles turned up at the Budds Farm pools
on June 25. Elsewhere the first were on the north Kent shore at Swalecliffe on
June 26, then at Weston on Southampton Water on June 28 with one reaching
the more distant (from its nest) Peter Pond in Emsworth on June 30. Chris
Cockburn gives a rough count of 5000 pairs nesting on the Langstone Harbour
Islands this year but says that many of the young have been eaten by Foxes.
Common Gull: It won't be long before these start to re-appear all along the
south coast. This week a first summer bird was at Hook/Warsash on June 27, two
(unspecified age) were at Farlington Marshes on June 28 and one was a
newcomer to the Scillies on June 30
Herring Gull: More than 500 were 'anting' over East Dean in the Beachy Head
area on June 28
Iceland Gull: At least one was seen in the Netherlands on July 4
Glaucous Gull: One reported in the Scillies on July 1
Gull-billed Tern: One had been reported in Holland on June 27 and there was a
'possible' report of one at Titchfield Haven on July 4
Sandwich Tern: Many young in nests at Rye Harbour are going short of food as
their parents are robbed by both Med and Black Headed Gulls of the food they
are bringing. In Langstone Harbour these terns have only raised a few young as
a result of predation by both Foxes and Gulls

Common Tern: Pairs nesting at the Hayling Oysterbeds had managed to hatch
35 young in the week ending June 31 but by July 2 Brian Fellows could only see
one live chick there (which reminds me that there has been no mention of
predation by rats at this site this year)
Little Tern: None have nested at the Oysterbeds but 40 pairs were reported to
be nesting on the RSPB Islands on June 8 and that number may have increased
since then. Currently some of the chicks are already growing their first feathers
but it will probably be another month before breeding success can be
determined. A report from Pagham Harbour on July 2 estimated that six pairs
were bringing to food to young there (on May 26 I saw a report of 3 pairs nesting
there but have heard nothing since then until now)
Swift: The pairs which are nesting this year are already feeding young and this
week there have been two reports of non-breeding birds not only flying past
potential nest sites which they may use next year but actually landing to check
them out - the first came from somewhere in Sussex on June 30 and the second
from Emsworth on July 1 (after this years peak count of around 30 birds circling
over Emsworth on June 30). Until July 4 I had not seen more than seven birds
together over my home area in Havant whereas on June 30 Martin Hampton saw
round 25 over the Bedhampton area in the west of Havant. The evening of July
4, however, gave me the biggest count over my home area so far this summer
when at least 15 birds were in the sky. On July 3 three Swifts were seen flying
south in mid-Channel but this does not (as it would with most species) mean that
Swifts are starting to leave us as it would be quite normal for birds nesting in
England to collect food for their young over northern France.
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater: Two reports of this species (for which I have no
previous records) in this week's news. One is reported to have been at the
Beaulieu River mouth (Needs Ore Point) on June 21 (report delayed by rules
which say that if you visit the Beaulieu Estate - where admission is restricted to
ticket holders who have to accept the rules as a condition of getting a ticket - you
must not publish reports that could result in a 'twitch'). On June 30 another
sighting (again with a photo of the bird) was reported from Braunton Burrowes in
Devon - this seems to be only the tenth record of the species in Britain. Perhaps
this bird is a sign of rapid global warming as it normally breeds in sandy deserts
(does it expect to find such habititat in Britain in the near future?)
Lesser-spotted Woodpecker: A male was seen among a tit flock in woods on
the north west fringe of Southampton on July 4
House Martin: Good news from Chichester where it was reported on June 6
that no birds could be seen at traditional nest sites above shops in East Street - a
further report on July 2 states that four birds are now present with at least two
occupied nests.
Robin: I have not heard Robin song since June 15. Wrens are still singing
regularly and Dunnock could still be heard occasionally on June 30

White-crowned Wheatear: A possible report of one at The Lizard in Cornwall
on July 1 (it could have been an even rarer Black Wheatear). If true this could
be another bird that has heard of desert habitat in Britain!
Blackbird: Still singing on July 1 as were Song Thrushes
Mistle Thrush: One seen carrying food for young in Southsea on June 29 to
prove they are not quite extinct in Portsmouth! On June 30 one was also seen in
the Scillies where the species has always been rare.
Dartford Warbler: One in the Hook/Warsash area on July 2 was the first seen
there since February and so probably marks the start of post breeding dispersal.
Willow Warbler: This bird's song is one of my favourite signs of autumn
passage and July 3 brought the first report of it from Sandwich Bay in Kent
Golden Oriole: A male at Rye Harbour on July 3 was a good find
Red-backed Shrike: A male at Rye Harbour on July 3 made the day even better
there.
Rose-coloured Starling: One reported at Falmouth among normal Starlings on
July 2
Siskin: Several recent reports have indicated that many of these birds have
ceased to be just winter visitors to much of southern England and are now widely
resident and breeding. This week Martin Hampton suggests that this is now true
in the Petersfield area.
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Eight species reported so far this week but nothing new
Butterflies
31 species mentioned in reports this week.
White Letter Hairstreak: Four new reports this week include a count of
41 at Peartree Green in Southampton, another three seen near Pigeon
House Farm on the north face of Portsdown and the discovery of a new site
where six were seen at Fort Rowner (within the MoD HMS Sultan area)
alongside Military Road in Gosport. Another new site was found in Brighton
on July 3 (four butterflies seen there)
Small Copper: Second brood butterflies are now emerging and on July 1
one was seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth where none of the first brood
had been seen. On July 4 I saw another on Thorney Island
Chalkhill Blue: In my mid-week summary I said that the first for the year
was seen on July 1 at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester but

subsequently entries on the Sussex Butterfly website claim a first near
Eastbourne on June 30 with another at Brighton on July 1 plus one at Mill
Hill, Shoreham, on July 2
Holly Blue: An entry for July 1 on the Planet Thanet website reports Holly
Blue being seen daily there in Thanet. This is the first report I have come
across since June 14 and I presume it reflects an early appearance of the
summer brood in that part of Kent.
Purple Emperor: Acolytes of Emperor Worship are still driving miles to
see the small numbers of these large, fierce, beauties at a few hotspots
such as Botany Bay near Chiddingfold in Surrey, Southwater woods at
Horsham in Sussex and the Alice Holt Forest near Farnham (but in
Hampshire). Perhaps if more of them stayed nearer home and searched
their local woods more 'hotspots' would be discovered? This week one was
seen in woods at Ampfield near Romsey, another in Micheldever Wood
(east side of the M3 half way between Winchester and Basingstoke), and
another in Huntbourn Wood (between Denmead and the Meon Valley).
Painted Lady: The Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website on July 1
carried a photo of a Painted Lady caterpillar in its larval web spun around
the stems of what looks like Creeping Thistle. The green caterpillar migh
easily escape the human eye (looking like one of the green stems) but the
guazy web should catch the eye and it is worth keeping an eye out for
them at the moment.
Peacock: The first of the fresh summer brood was seen in the Newhaven
area on July 3
Dark Green Fritillary: More than 157 were seen at Martin Down on July 1
- hopefully there are a few to be seen on Portsdown but I have not yet
seen any reports from there.
Silver Washed Fritillary: 75 were counted in Pamber Forest (north
Hampshire) on July 1 when there was a more limited, but equally colourful
and exciting, show of more than 20 in Hammonds Land Coppice in
Staunton Country Park, just north of Havant.
Marbled White: These can be found almost anywhere at present but a
count of 600 at Dungeness on June 30 was impressive.
Grayling: First for the year, 8 of them, seen at Browndown west of
Gosport on June 28. On July 3 others were seen on Beaulieu Heath in the
New Forest.
Moths
Emmetia marginea (0125): First report of this Bramble Leaf Miner
comes from Thanet in Kent on June 26

The Festoon (0173 Apoda limacodes): First at Amberley Wild Brooks
on June 27
Orange-tailed Clearwing (0378 Synanthedon anthraciniformis):
First report is of around seven of these in the Poynings area of Sussex on
June 29
Bird-cherry Ermine (0424 Yponomeuta evonymella): First at
Portland on June 27
Willow Ermine (0428 Yponomeuta rorrella): First in Thanet area of
Kent on June 27
Diamond-back moth (0464 Plutella xylostella): By no means the first
but a count of 1224 of these migrants at Portland on June 30 was
impressive
Eulamprotes wilkella (0733): First in the Thanet area on June 26
Cosmopterix pulchrimella (0896b): First at Portland Bill on July 3
Limnaecia phragmitella (0898): First at Portland on June 29
Large fruit-tree Tortrix (0977 Archips podana): First in Thanet on
June 26
Aleimma loeflingiana (1032): First in Thanet on June 26
Endothenia oblongana (1098): First in Thanet on June 26
Endothenia quadrimaculana (1104): First at Portland on June 30
Zeiraphera isertana (1165): First at Portland on June 30
Epiblema scutulana (1184): First in Thanet on June 26
Twenty-plumed moth (1288 Alucita hexadactyla): First in the
Gosport area on June 27
Catoptria margaritella (1314): First of the year on June 27 in the
Thanet area of Kent - this species breeds in bogs and had presumably
come from the Netherlands (Third record for Kent)
Catoptria verellus (1317): First in Thanet on June 27
Schoenobius gigantella (1328): First in Thanet on June 26
Water Veneer (1331 Acentria ephemerella): First at Portland on June
29
Sitochroa palealis (1370): First in Gosport on June 27
Fenland Pearl (1380 Phlyctaenia perlucidalis): First in Newhaven
area on June 26

Nascia cilialis (1387): National rarity - first found at Amberley Wild
Brooks near Pulborough on June 27
Udea prunalis (Pyralid) (1390): First in the Gosport area on June 27
Long-legged China-mark (1399 Dolicharthria punctalis): Firsts
found at both Newhaven cliffs and Shoreham Fort on June 26
Synaphe punctalis (1414): First in Gosport area on June 27
Orthopygia glaucinalis (1415): First in Thanet on June 26
Meal Moth (1417 Pyralis farinalis): First in Thanet on June 26
Epischnia bankesiella (1456): First at Portland on June 28 - a coastal
species feeding on Golden Samphire but only where that plant grows away
from saltmarshes
Gymnancyla canella (1464): First at Portland on June 30
Least carpet (1699 Idaea vulpinaria atrosignaria): First in the
Thanet area of Kent on June 26
Dwarf Cream Wave (1705 Idaea fuscovenosa): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on June 30
Wood Carpet (1739 Epirrhoe rivata): First in the Thanet area of Kent
on June 25
July Highflyer (1777 Hydriomena furcata): First at Shoreham Fort on
June 26
May Highflyer (1778 Hydriomena impluviata): First at Amberley Wild
Brooks near Pulborough on June 27
Brown Scallop (1791 Philereme vetulata): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 27
Dark Umber (1792 Philereme transversata): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on June 27
Twin-spot Carpet (1809 Perizoma didymata): First at Dungeness on
June 26
Lime-speck Pug (1825 Eupithecia centaureata): First at Ringmer
(Lewes) on June 30
Yarrow Pug (1841 Eupithecia millefoliata): First at Dungeness on
June 26
Convolvulus Hawkmoth (1972 Agrius convolvuli): First of this large
and impressive migrant at Portland on June 27

Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): Seven
new records of singles this week including my first seen feeding at Vipers
Bugloss by the old rail bridge at Langstone on June 25
Spurge Hawkmoth (1986 Hyles euphorbiae): First in Thanet on June
27
Puss Moth (1995 Cerura vinula): First in Thanet on June 26
Brown-tail (2029 Euproctis chrysorrhoea): First at Shoreham Fort on
June 26
Yellow-tail (2030 Euproctis similis): First at Ringmer (Lewes) on June
30
White Satin Moth (2031 Leucoma salicis): First at Newhaven cliffs on
June 26
Rosy Footman (2037 Miltochrista miniata): First at Amberley Wild
Brooks near Pulborough on June 27
Dingy Footman (2044 Eilema griseola): First at Amberley Wild Brooks
near Pulborough on June 27
Buff Footman (2049 Eilema deplana): First at Amberley Wild Brooks
near Pulborough on June 27
Short-cloaked Moth (2077 Nola cucullatella): First in Thanet on June
26
Scarce Black Arches (2079 Nola aerugula): First in Thanet on June 27
Crescent Dart (2090 Agrotis trux): First at Portland on June 28
Purple Clay (2122 Diarsia brunnea): First at Amberley Wild Brooks
near Pulborough on June 27
Double Square-spot (2128 Xestia triangulum): First at Ringmer
(Lewes) on June 30
The Lychnis (2173 Hadena bicruris): First at Ringmer (Lewes) on June
30
The Clay (2193 Mythimna ferrago): First at Shoreham Fort on June 26
Lunar Underwing (2270 Omphaloscelis lunosa): First at Shoreham
Fort on June 26
Poplar Grey (2278 Acronicta megacephala): First at Dungeness on
July 2
The Miller (2280 Acronicta leporina): First at Amberley Wild Brooks
near Pulborough on June 27

Heart Moth (2315 Dicycla oo): First for this rarity at Broadbridge Heath
(Horsham) on June 30
Slender Brindle (2335 Apamea scolopacina): 0627 foy
Small Dotted Buff (2345 Photedes minima): First at Ringmer (Lewes)
on June 30
Mere Wainscot (2349 Chortodes fluxa): First at Portland on June 30
Ear Moth (2360 Amphipoea oculea): First in the Lymington area on
June 29
Fen Wainscot (2377 Arenostola phragmitidis): First in Thanet on
June 26
Silver Hook (2412 Deltote uncula): First at Amberley Wild Brooks near
Pulborough on June 27
Cream-bordered Green Pea (2418 Earias chlorana): First at Portland
on June 29
Oak Nycteoline (2423 Nycteola revayana): First at Pagham Harbour
on July 2
Plumed Fanfoot (2488a Pechipogo plumigeralis): First in Thanet on
June 27
Dotted Fan-foot (2493 Macrochilo cribrumalis): First at Amberley
Wild Brooks near Pulborough on June 27
Other Insects
Large Marsh Horsefly (Tabanus autumnalis): This fly is large (an inch
long) - found at Rye Hrbour on July 4
Lesser Stag Beetle: Rye Harbour recently had its first ever female of this
species and on June 28 a male also appeared there
Glow-worm: Normally only females are seen by us because they alone
'light up' to attract the unlit males (though sometimes a male can be found
nearby when you get close to a female). On June 27, however, the lights of
moth traps at the Amberley Wild Brooks near Pulborough seem to have
attracted four males to them. Locally a new site for the species was found
in a central Emsworth garden on July 3
Mesosa nebulosa (Longhorn beetle species): This species normally
stays in the tops of oak trees and is not seen by humans but on June 29
one was seen on a leaf at ground level in Brede High Woods north of
Hastings. The species is nationally rare and had not previously been
recorded by the Sussex Biodiversity Centre

Grasshoppers and Crickets: On June 29 Rye Harbour reported this
year's first 'song' by Common Field Grsshopper, Short-winged
Conehead and Roesel's Bush Cricket
PLANTS
Perennial Wall-rocket: First flower seen in Havant on June 30
Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea: This was flowering at Brook Meadow for the
first time this year on July 2.
Goats Rue: The blue flowered plants at the Hayling Oysterbeds carpark have
probably been out as long as the white flowered plants nearby on North Common
(which were flowering on June 22) but were not reported until June 30
Sweet Chestnut: This tree has also probably been in flower for a week or more
but I did not see it until July 1
Upright Hedge Parsley: Just starting to flower in Staunton Country Park on
July 1
Thorn Apple: Three of these plants had started to flower at Havant rail station
on June 30
Marsh Woundwort: This had just started flowering at the Gipsies Plain orchid
ditch site (close to where the track emerges from Hammond Land Coppice) on
July 1
Betony: This also was first seen in flower at the Gipsies Plain orchid ditch near
Rowlands Castle on July 1
Wood Sage: First report of this in flower at Durlston on July 4
Common Fleabane: First flowers fully open in Havant on June 25
Golden Samphire: First flowers out by the Slipper Pond in Emsworth on June
30. By July 4 a lot of this was flowering along the Warblington-Emsworth
shoreline.
Hemp Agrimony: First flowers found by Brian Fellows at Bosham on July 2 and
more seen on Thorney Island on July 4
Mugwort: First flowers seen in Havant on June 25
Dwarf Thistle: This had started to flower at Durlston on June 30
Lesser Burdock: First flowers at the Hayling Oysterbeds on June 30

Chicory: First flowers (from wildflower seed sowing) out in Southmoor Lane at
Havant on June 25
Stinking Hawk-bit: This species had become extinct in Britain but was reintroduced in 2000 at Dungeness where it is now thriving within fencing to
prevent Rabbits eating it. On July 2 a count of 1035 plants was announced.
Musk Orchid: This is now flowering at Noar Hill and probably has been for some
time.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Common (Harbour) Porpoise: One found dead of unknown causes on the
shore at Rye Harbour on June 28 - the RX website has a good photo of its many
strangely rounded teeth
Grey Seal: On June 28 one popped up in Rye Bay among a group of human
bathers which frantically fled to the safety of the beach
Mole: One found dead on very dry ground in the Staunton Country Park
(Havant) on July 1 - see diary entry for that day below
Hedgehog: These are now rarities, at least in my experience, so I am delighted
to hear that (after having one in his Emsworth garden on June 17) Brian Fellows
had another (daytime) sighting of one on July 2 - the latter sighting was of one
crossing Warblington Road, also in Emsworth, narrowly missed by a passing car.
Water Vole: Last summer I personally saw a young Water Vole in the open on
brickwork at the edge of Langstone Mill Pond with many people with children and
dogs only yards away from the vole (which emerged into the open more than
once before retreating to safety). On June 25 this year I was again near the pond
where a reliable observer told me that she had just picked up 'a small vole',
which was on the path close to last year's incident, and placed it in a safer
place at the foot of the Mill property fence (where Nature Notes posters are
displayed). By the time I got there there was no sign of the vole .... I cannot be
sure it was a Water Vole.
Common Newts: A night time visit to an unimproved meadow near Rye on June
29 found several Common Newts out in the damp grass where they could feed
on a rich supply of slugs and other invertebrates to recover their strength for the
coming winter after the breeding season.
Fungi: Despite the current drought I found a fresh cluster of Weeping Widow
toadstools in a shady ride in the Hammonds Land Coppice woodland of Staunton
Country Park in Havant on July 1. Nearby the base of the massive trunk of an
old Oak tree had several fungal growths which from a distance (I could not
get close) might have been early stages of some Ganoderma species (brown
globular shapes each perhaps 30 cm across). With my binoculars I could see that

the brown 'upper' surfaces were peppered with small triangular slits which I think
were the result of the drought causing splits in the flesh of the fungus but I
cannot be sure what I was looking at.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 29 - JULY 5 (WEEK 26 OF 2009)
Sat 4 July
Swifts and Lapwings
A check on garden birdsong heard today gave me Blackcap, Dunnock,
Chaffinch, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Goldfinch and Greenfinch as well as
the inevitable Wren, Collared Dove and Wood Pigeon while later I heard
Skylark, Reed Warbler and the trill of Little Grebe on Thorney Island. At the
very end of the day, after sunset, I added the complex songs of Swifts as at
least 15 performed their dusk firework display over my garden - the highest
count for this summer but only half the 30 to 40 which performed this display a
few years ago.
My only outing was along the shore from Langstone to the Thorney Deeps,
starting with a note of 5 juvenile Egrets seen for the first time in the open on
the pony field north of Langstone Pond (the place where Brian Fellows took a
photo last year of a Fox with an Egret in its mouth).
No waders on the huge expanse of mud east of Langstone and where the
Warblington stream brings fresh water into the harbour I could only see gulls
with a couple of Oystercatchers and 40+ Starlings. Tamarisk flowers are
mainly over but beyond Conigar Point and along the Nore Barn shore much
Golden Samphire was flowering while a very short look into the Sweetcorn field
behind Conigar Point gave me my first sight of Round-leaved Fluellen (no
flowers yet).
At the Thorney Little Deeps a single adult Swan accompanied a single,
rather under-sized, cygnet. In the distance a Tufted Duck had at least
two tiny ducklings and from the reeds near at hand two Little Grebes
erupted - one angrily chasing the other, a chase which continued at least half
way across the open water and included underwater as well as airborne sections.
One Reed Warbler was still singing and one adult Shelduck was on the water.
Cycling down the track towards the Great Deeps I stopped at a gorse bush that
was alive with fresh Gatekeeper butterflies. Among them was one Small
Copper and while noting these I also listed other butterflies seen earlier in this
trip - Comma, Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Meadow Brown and various
unspecified Whites.
Along the track I scanned the foot of the sea wall for Slender Hare's Ear but
saw none. The main plants noted here were Spiny Restharrow, Common
Centaury and Sea Plantain with lots of Field Bindweed and some Hop
Trefoil with a couple of 'premature baby' Sea Asters. On my way back I had my
personal first find of Hemp Agrimony in flower close to the NRA track.
At the Great Deeps I searched in vain for the Pointed Snails that should have
been clinging to plant stems to get away from the heat on the ground surface. I

did find one cluster of empty shells from previous years but I am beginning to
wonder if this colony has died out (possibly as a result of cutting the vegetation
at the foot of the sea wall - done to encourage butterflies such as the Wall
Brown which has now died out here but removing the thicker vegatation which
these rare snails need for shelter and perhaps food)
Perhaps my most encouraging find of the trip was made here - scanning the
creek which runs north east into Eames Farm field I picked out at least a dozen
motionless Lapwings which I would not have seen with the naked eye - the very
first returning waders that I personally have seen.
Wed 1 July
Mole dies of drought but SilverWashed Fritillaries are abundant
This afternoon I visited the Staunton Country Park here in Havant and my first
target was the Thicket Lawn grassland southwest of the lake. I approached this
along the Middle Park Way road and then the footpath going north from High
Lawn Way in the Great Copse area. This footpath I found to be rich in plants and
butterflies (including my first Ringlets) but very overgrown so I spent some time
with my secauteurs cutting back Brambles, Hawthorn, Willow and Oak
branches though I did not clear the head high Great Willowherb and other
vegetation with Tufted Vetch and Meadow Vetchling scrambling up them
(among the Brambles I also found Field Rose in flower here, id confirmed by
the tall central style). Looking back up the hill to the east of me I could see
Sweet Chestnut in flower - my first view of this last of trees to flower each
year.
Thicket Lawn had been too heavily grazed to have the flowers I was expecting
but it did give me my first Small Skipper among the Meadow Browns and
Marbled Whites. The meadow to the east of the thick hedge (which follows the
stream overflowing from the lake and heading down into Great Copse) was much
better for flowers (masses of Corky-fruited Water Dropwort) but gave me
nothing noteworthy until I reached the stile taking me from the meadow into the
area around the east end of the lake. Just beyond this stile, in the shadow of the
trees, flies were congregating on the body of a Mole which had suffered the
double whammy brought about by the heatwave (first the worms dig down well
below the depth of the Mole tunnels and go into 'aestivation' - suspension of
normal metabolism during the ht summer - and secondly the earth becomes too
hard for the moles to dig new tunnels unless they migrate overland to damp
ground. I have seen dead Moles in previous heat wave summers and I suspect
the Mole being eaten by a Herring Gull (see my Summary for Week 25) had
died of similar causes before the Gull found its body.
Heading across the Long Avenue and another meadow into Hammonds Land
Coppice I began to see the current great show of Silver Washed Fritillaries they were everywhere, chasing through the trees and settling on bramble flowers
where you could get within a foot or so of them to admire both upper and
underwing surfaces in their pristine state. Also in the shade of the trees was my
first sight of Enchanters Nightshade.
At the Rowlands Castle end of the main track through the wood the show of
Yellow Loosestrife was larger than ever and now extends back into the field

east of the track (to check that this is the wild plant, not the cultivated Dotted
Loosestrife, look for the orange edges to the calyx teeth behind the flowers of
this native plant). Across the track from the Loosestrife was my first view of the
equally impressive show of Marsh Woundwort in flower, and by climbing the
gate into the 'orchid ditch' area I was also able to add my first sight of Betony in
flower (as well as the Creeping Jenny which belongs to the same family as the
Loosestrife).
Coming back into the wood I branched left from the main track and was
rewarded not only with my first view of Upright Hedge Parsley just starting to
flower but also the unexpected sight of a fresh cluster of Weeping Widow
toadstools in the centre of the path. At the end of this path, before crossing the
field of sheep to re-enter the Leigh Park Gardens) I could see, at the base of the
massive trunk of an old oak tree, what I took to be young stages of some large
Ganoderma type bracket.
Tue 30 June
Thorn Apples at Havant rail station
Noted on my way to the shops today were the first flower on the Perennial
Wall-rocket that grows on the rail track east of Havant Station (close to the
carpark fence immediately west of the old Signal Box) and three flowers plus an
incipient 'apple' on a few Thorn Apple plants which have dared to grow in a
flower bed within the station fence immediately west of the south side station
buildings
Mon 29 June
Mugwort and Fleabane show summer has started
This morning's heat was one sign that we are now into high summer as I set out
for a local cycle ride taking me first to Langstone Pond, where all the Egrets that
I could see (eleven of them) were juveniles (presumably their parents were all
away fishing - perhaps trying to encourage the young birds to follow them?).
Several Swallows were skimming the pond and a pair were chasing insects in
the field north of Wade Court (all seemingly part of an ongoing southward
movement). I think a couple of small brown birds flying over the pond and into
the reeds were Reed Warblers and I know by its song that at least one Cetti's
Warbler was still present.
While at the pond a lady told me that she had just seen a 'small vole' on the
path where it runs between the pond and the wooden fence of the Mill property,
and that she had picked it up and placed it at the foot of the fence in the hope
that it would not get trodden on. When I reached that point there was no sign of
the animal and my only thought is that this could have been a repeat of an
unusual incident that I did see last summer. Then a small crowd of people,
children and dogs were clustered at the waters edge, feeding the ducks, when I
saw a small animal come out of the pondside vegetation and start to walk
towards the crowd of people along the top of the 'brick wall' which here forms
the edge of the pond. It came a couple of feet along the wall to a point where it
had no cover and I had a close and clear view showing me it was a baby Water
Vole (definitely not a Rat or other Vole/Mouse). Eventually it realised it was

exposed to danger and scampered back into cover, but it then came out at least
twice more. I wonder if today's sighting could have been of a similarly 'lost' baby
Water Vole either searching for its mother or having 'a great adventure'? If so it
must have been younger and less wary than the one I saw to allow itself to be
picked up ....
Next stop was at the south end of the north pier of the old rail bridge where my
first Hummingbird Hawkmoth of the year was feeding from Viper's Bugloss.
The flower show here was better than ever - highspots being the Vipers
Bugloss, Centaury and Yellow-wort - but the only additions since my last visit
were Traveller's Joy and Sea Plantain (down in the gully beside the
embankment). From the pier I could see the Langstone Swan pair with their
six cygnets in the Langbrook stream outflow, also a single adult Shelduck
among the gulls and Oystercatchers. With the tide at its lowest two or three
Little Terns were hovering at their usual great height and plunging down to
take fish stranded in small pools by the outgoing tide.
At the end of Mill Lane I had another look at the Knotted Hedge Parsley and
found it was now in flower (to see it go through the northbound gate giving
access to the South Moors area and look at the foot of the concrete post
supporting the streamside end of that gate). Going along the shore of the Moors
I heard both Meadow Pipit and Skylark song (both rather faint!) and I had an
early but vain search for Slender Hare's Ear.
At the Budds Farm Pools there was an interesting confrontation between the
Swan family and the larger of the Shelduck families. Today both Swan
parents were with the five cygnets, and six Shelducklings were with their two
parents. At first the families were in separate pools but they unwittingly headed
towards each other and when they met what I presume was the Cob Swan and
the male Shelduck engaged in a prolonged 'duel' - the Swan swimming
aggressively towards the Shelduck which did not attempt to fight but carefully
led the Swan on a lengthy chase to give the Shelduck family time to escape
(at one point the Shelduck had to fly to prevent the Swan catching it but it was
careful not to fly to far and cause the Swan to give up the chase). Eventually,
when the Shelduck family had got out of sight of the Swans, the male
Shelduck again flew, this time to re-join its family.
A second Shelduck family consisted of just three juveniles sitting on the wall of
the west pool with no sign of their parents. I also failed to see any of the
Gadwalls (Jason Crook saw three families of them here last week) but I did note
any apparent increase in Coot numbers to 30+ with less than half a dozen
Tufted Ducks and only a couple of Little Grebes. Perhaps the most significant
birds on the pools were four juvenile Black-headed Gulls, the first to be seen
locally at any distance from their nests.
Heading up Southmoor Lane the wildflower seed plants had a newcomer among
them in the shape of a tall Chicory plant with several of its lovely blue flowers
open. The waste ground north of Penner Road had Vervain in flower as well as a
single Gatekeeper (I also saw several Marbled Whites and Meadow Browns
during the morning as well as many Whites, none of which would stop to allow
identification!)

The ditch beside the cycleway north of the Langstone Technology Park buildings
had the two plants which clinched the feeling that summer is really here - several
Fleabane plants with fully open flowers and a couple of Mugwort plants which
had lost the eye-catching whiteness they have before the flowers open and had
acquired the dull, drab look they get when the brown flowers do open.

SUMMARY FOR JUNE 22 - 28 (WEEK 25 OF 2009)
Signs of approaching autumn this week include the arrival of the first summer
plumaged Grey Plover, the second Wheatear at coastal sites where they have
not bred, and a small flock of around 30 Sand Martins flying south out to sea at
Selsey. Also moving south are Golden Plover, Spotted Redshank,
Greenshank and Common, Green and Wood Sandpipers. Juvenile Blackheaded Gulls are starting to fly from their nest sites and young Med Gulls will
soon follow them.
A juvenile hybrid Lesser Blackback x Yellow-legged Gull has been seen in
Southampton with its parents and a Common x Arctic Tern pair are nesting at
Lodmoor (Weymouth).
Two unanswered questions are first, why did the Spotted Flycatcher keep
crashing into the Cherry Tree leaves?, and second, what were the two Barn
Owls doing in the nest box that was hardly big enough to hold them on Hayling?
We also have news of Storm Petrels being lured by tape recordings to a small
boat off Portland Bill, and of local breeding success by Shelduck and Gadwall
as well as the Little Egrets.
Purple Emperor butterflies and Lulworth Skippers took to the air this week
as did this year's Gatekeepers. In Kent Heath Fritillaries are present in large
numbers and in Sussex more than 500 Silver Studded Blues could be seen at
Iping Common while for tennis fans a Purple Hairstreak had a small part in the
BBC TV coverage of Wimbledon. Moths have been enjoying the warm night air
and by day Summer Chafers are now flying but few Glow-worms have been
reported so far.
Harebells, Marjoram and Squinancywort are now flowering on Portsdown
with Travellers Joy, Basil Thyme and Vervain. Sea Lavender and Sea
Aster have started to flower on the shore, and both Frog and Fragrant
Orchids are out at Noar Hill. Near West Marden Nettle-leaved and Clustered
Bellflowers were out and Deadly Nightshade was in flower. This year's count
of Southern Marsh orchids at Langstone South Moors shows a good average
result (but will the site soon dry out completely before the sea floods it?)
Items to catch my eye on the Other Wildlife scene this week are news of an
abundance of Natterjack Toad tadpoles at Christchurch Harbour, sighitings
of Sunfish and Blue Shark off the Scillies and a Herring Gull in Cornwall
adding variety to its diet by swallowing a Mole.

BIRDS
Great Northern Diver: One in summer plumage flew east past Durlston on
June 28. What were probably the last of the winter birds (not breeding this year)
were four off Portland on May 19. Since then there have been six isolated reports
of singles seen from Portland before the current sighting which sounds like the
first of the (presumably failed) breeders returning south
Storm Petrel: Although these are normally only seen from the mainland in
stormy conditions it would appear that they are not far away even in the current
calm, good weather. Martin Cade, in charge of the Portland observatory, took a
small boat a short distance out to sea and used a tape recording to lure 7 of
these Petrels to the boat, where they were caught and ringed, on the night of
June 21/22. The tape was used again on the next night, catching 4 more Petrels.
On June 23 another boat off Hartland Point on the Devon coast caught and
ringed 26 birds while boat trips around the Scillies found 30 on June 22 and more
than 50 on June 23
Bittern: One reported at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on June 21 and one at Rye
Harbour on June 23
Night Heron: One seen in flight over the Scillies on June 22
Cattle Egret: One at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on June 19
Little Egret: Still plenty of activity at Langstone Pond on June 22 - at least two
juveniles seen at the water's edge
Grey Heron: 13 juveniles recently out of their nests were seen at Pulborough
Brooks in June 25
Shelduck: When I was at the Budds Farm pools on June 20 I was pleased to see
two adults and six juveniles after thinking that both breeding pairs had failed this
year but the news is even better as on June 22 Jason Crook took a look at the
pools and saw two families - one pair with nine ducklings and the other with
three smaller ones. Also on June 22 when I was at the Hayling Oysterbeds I saw
two Shelduck flying north over Bridge Lake, one of them very noticeably smaller
than the other. I know there is a small size difference between the sexes but I
was left with the impression that the smaller bird was a juvenile already fledged.
Still quite a few adults with us - on June 23 Newtown Harbour on the IoW had 24
and Christchurch Harbour had 11
Gadwall: While at Budds Farm Pools on June 22 Jason Crook saw three pairs
of Gadwall, each with a family of ducklings, and sometime between then and
June 27 he saw a family group with 11 ducklings at Farlington Marshes.
Eider: Andy Johnson saw three in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on June 22
and remarked that they were summering there

Red-breasted Merganser: The male and female pair which have been seen in
Southampton Water on June 9 and 13 were in the Hamble estuary off Warsash
on June 23
Black Kite: On June 23 Nigel Jones saw one flying low south east over the
Crampmoor Fish Farm a little east of Romsey (between the railway and the road
to Hursley and Winchester)
Golden Plover: The first to be reported in the south since Apr 5 were four in the
Scillies on June 24 and 5 at a Dutch site on June 27
Grey Plover: Quite a few stay here through the summer (e.g. around 40 seen
near the Hayling Oysterbeds on June 7) but on June 22 one was seen at the
Pennington Marshes (Lymington) in full summer plumage, suggesting the first
bird to return from (attempted) breeding.
Lapwing: A flock of around 40 seen at Pagham Harbour on June 18 were
reported as the first to return to our part of the coast. (Christchurch Harbour had
137 back on June 16)
Black-tailed Godwit: Local reports of non-breeding birds in our area this week
have been 49 at Yarmouth (IoW) on June 20, 60 at Titchfield Haven on June 20,
14 at Lymington on June 22 and maybe the same flock of 14 at the Hayling
Oysterbeds on June 23. On June 27 a group of 6 at the Pagham North Walls
included a colour ringed bird.
Spotted Redshank: These were back at five south coast sites this week,
including a group of 5 at Brownsea Island (Poole Harbour) and a regular ccolour
ringed bird at the Thorney Deeps - this individual is known to have been in
Sweden within the past month.
Greenshank: I have only three reports of singles on the south coast in May and
nine in June as they start to return from breeding
Green Sandpiper: Eight reports since June 23 including six birds at the Lower
Test marshes on June 26
Wood Sandpiper: A total of 17 seen at one Dutch sites on June 27 with just
two reports from southern England this week (singles at Dungeness and
Lodmoor)
Common Sandpiper: This week reports of returning birds include one at Black
Point on Hayling on June 25 with others seen at Farlington Marshes, Pagham
Harbour and Lymington
Med Gull: A count of 48 at Badminston Common (New Forest) on June 24
suggests the start of post breeding dispersal
Black-headed Gull: On June 23 one juvenile was seen in Stoke Bay (adjacent
to the south bund of the Hayling Oysterbeds) to show that the youngsters are
now reaching the stage at which they will disperse from the gulleries where they

hatched and may turn up anywhere along the harbour shores where their bright
orange plumage easily separates them from the grey of the Med Gull juveniles
that will also be seen soon. First actual report of a juvenile having flown
some distance comes from the Weston Shore on Southampton Water on
June 28
Yellow-legged Gull: One seen in the Northam area by the River Itchen in
Southampton on June 26 was paired with a Lesser Blackback and both
parents were feeding and protecting a hybrid chick
Gull-billed Tern: One seen in Holland on June 27
Arctic Tern: On June 24 one was seen mating with a Common Tern and
then preparing a nest scrape at Lodmoor (Weymouth)
Black Tern: This species has been reported almost continuously since mid-April
with no clear gap between arriving spring birds and departing autumn ones so I
suspect that a small number of non-breeding birds are spending their summer in
the English Channel and that a report of 16 of them at a Dutch site on June 27
may be of the small flock (estimated to be 15 birds) seen at Titchfield Haven on
June 2.
Guillemot: By June 28 many of the breeding pairs had already left the breeding
cliffs at Durlston and headed out to sea with their young. Most of the smaller
number of Razorbills nesting there have also left.
Barn Owl: In June 2008 there were several sightings of one in the small
triangular nest box mounted on a telgraph pole near the entrance to the North
Common open space at Northney on Hayling Island. Since then a much bigger
nest box has been put up elsewhere on that site but nevertheless when I was
there in the afternoon of June 22 I could see not one but two Barn Owl heads
within the box. I very much doubt that they are a breeding pair but I suppose
they could be a couple of last year's young which have not mated this year and
are still 'hanging out together'?
Swift: It seems likely that one or two pairs still have nest sites in or near the
Manor Close area of Havant, bringing fairly regular sightings of between one and
six birds which appear at any time of day - I suspect they come daily but I only
see them on some days. On June 27 there were more than five over the Havant
area and up to eight have been seen around Emsworth houses this week
Bee-eater: One was seen on the Pennington Marshes (Lymington) on June 21
and what may have been the same bird was over Portland on June 23
Sand Martin: On June 13 Dungeness reported the 'first of the autumn' passing
over (8 birds) and on June 14 a group of nine birds flew in off the sea at
Worthing (reluctant to leave?) with three turning up at Portland on June 16. At
least one was over Budds Farm Pools here in Havant on June 20 and two were
seen at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on June 22 when a total of around 30

flew south out to sea from the Selsey West Fields area. Latest reports are of ten
over Portland on June 25 and more than 20 were over Durlston on June 27.
Grey Wagtail: A pair has probably bred in the Langstone area on the Langbrook
stream and another pair has been seen in the Homewell spring area of central
Havant where I saw a juvenile on June 27
Wheatear: The first departing bird was reported on the north coast of the Isle
of Wight on June 12 and the second was at the Selsey West Fields on June 18.
Two were seen in the Scillies on June 24
Mistle Thrush: One passing over Sandy Point on Hayling on June 22 was an
unexpected rarity there.
Spotted Flycatcher: A bit of unexplained behaviour was reported on the SOS
website on June 22. The bird was seen bathing (nothing unusual in that)
but then it several times flew up and deliberately 'crashed into' the
leaves of a Cherry Tree. The reporter asks if anyone can say why .. they
suggest that the bird might have been using the leaves as 'towels' (seems
unlikely) or might be disturbing insects from the leaves in order to catch them
(surely they are able to pick the insects off the leaves without the disturbance).
My guess would be that the bird was tryng to rid itself of parasites which were
not dislodged by bathing.
Raven: On June 23 at Hurst beach (Lymington) Colin Allen watched a family
group of five birds come within 30 feet of him.
Siskin: These are probably spreading in southern England as breeding birds with
one garden in Crawley regularly seeing them coming to feeders since October of
2007 while a garden in the Bordon area of east Hampshire had its 'first ever'
midsummer visitor on June 23
INSECTS
Dragonflies
A single Red-veined Darter at Portland on June 23 and a couple of Golden
Ringed dragonflies in Southampton on June 24 are the only report so far this
week
Butterflies
30 species reported this week, including ...
Lulworth Skipper: First reported sighting at Durlston on June 28
Green-veined White: Summer brood now emerging nearly a month early
Small White: Summer brood now emerging also very early
Purple Hairstreak: First had been seen on June 6 but there was a
general emergence on June 16 with reports by now from Dorset,

Hampshire and Sussex (also one surprisingly caught in the lens of a TV
camera as the butterfly walked across the grass at Wimbledon on June 25)
White Letter Hairstreak: Four reports out of eight so far have come
from the Portsmouth area - first of year was at the North Harbour ex-IBM
site on June 7, four were in Gosport (Carters Copse in the Alver valley) on
June 18, and twelve (peak count so far) were in the MoD Defence
Munitions site also in Gosport on June 21. Since I wrote that for my midweek summary I have seen a report of 46 found in the Peartree Green area
of Southampton on June 24 with another of 15 on the Sussex Downs at
Firle near Lewes that day. Also on June 24 another visit to the ex-IBM site
at Portsmouth found the number there had increased to 12
Small Copper: Summer brood starting to emerge in the Gosport area on
June 23
Silver Studded Blue: Impressive numbers of 500+ at Iping Common near
Midhurst on June 27.
White Admiral: These began to appear locally in the Hollybank Woods
north of Emsworth on June 22 - the Hollybank Woods website has had a
recent facelift and once more has regular news updates in its 'Blog' page at
http://www.hollybank-woods.hampshire.org.uk/woodland_blog.html
Purple Emperor: The first of the year appeared in both Surrey and
Sussex (Southwater near Horsham) on June 23 with the first for Hampshire
seen in Alice Holt Forest near Farnham on June 24
Painted Lady: The first report of finding the young caterpillars of this
butterfly came from the Keymer area near Brighton on June 21
Heath Fritillary: This species seems to be having a bumper year with a
report of more than 1300 being seen in the Blean Woods at Canterbury
(close to my old school!) on June 25
Gatekeeper: First reports for the year come from Gosport and Thorney
Island on June 22 with Dungeness reporting its first on June 25 (by which
time they were out in the Emsworth Hollybank Woods though no first date
is given). I saw my first on Portsdown on June 26 when two were seen on
Mill Hill at Shoreham.
Ringlet: The first was seen at Arundel on June 10 and by June 26 (when
132 were counted at the Bedelands site near Haywards Heath) they were
widespread.
Moths
Six-belted Clearwing (0382 Bembecia scopigera): First at Portland
on June 23

Gynnidomorpha luridana (0931): The first was at Portland on June 25
but when I looked it up on the UK Moths website there was no picture
available and little info about the species but luckily Mike Wall's excellent
Hants Moths website ( http://www.hantsmoths.org.uk/ ) had a picture and
background info.
Yellow-spot Twist (1011 Pseudargyrotosa conwagana): First in the
Newhaven area on June 20
Green Oak Tortrix (1033 Tortrix viridana): A count of 135 in the
Portland moth trap on the night of June 22 was exceptional
Common Marble (1076 Celypha lacunana): First in Newhaven area on
June 20
Triple-strip Piercer (1241 Grapholita compositella): Found at
Ardingly Reservoir near Haywards Heath on June 26
Calamotropha paludella (1292): First on June 24 at Woods Mill in the
Adur valley
Catoptria pinella (1313): First on June 24 at Portland
Trachycera suavella (1438): First on June 25 at Dungeness
Thistle Ermine (1458 Myelois circumvoluta): First in Newhaven area
on June 20
Assara terebrella (1461): First at Portland on June 22 - a long way from
a Norway Spruce forest where this moth can cause damage to the trees
when its caterpillars stunt too many of the tree cones
Plume Moth (1497 Amblyptilia acanthadactyla): Not a first (recorded
near Lewes on Feb 21) but noted as a personal find (and probable
identification) after finding a number of the moths around a Restharrow
plant on Hayling by day on June 22
Twin-spot Plume (1508 Stenoptilia bipunctidactyla): First in the
Newhaven area on June 20
White Horehound Plume Moth (1515 Pterophorus spilodactylus):
First on June 24 at Rye Harbour
Oak Eggar (1637 Lasiocampa quercus): First on June 23 at Durlston
The Lappet (1642 Gastropacha quercifolia): First on June 24 at
Friston near Eastbourne
Buff Arches (1653 Habrosyne pyritoides): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19

Grass Emerald (1665 Pseudoterpna pruinata): First on June 23 at
Portland
Sussex Emerald (1672 Thalera fimbrialis): First on June 22 at
Dungeness
Satin Wave (1709 Idaea subsericeata): First on June 21 at
Ambersham Common near Midhurst
Riband Wave (1713 Idaea aversata): First at Friston near Eastbourne
on June 19
Oblique Carpet (1719 Orthonama vittata): First at Portland on June
21
Barred Straw (1758 Eulithis pyraliata): First on June 22 at Pulborough
Brooks
Blue-bordered Carpet (1766 Plemyria rubiginata): First on June 24
at Woods Mill in the Adur Valley
Small White Wave (1875 Asthena albulata): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Peacock Moth (1889 Semiothisa notata): First on June 24 at Friston
near Eastbourne
Bordered Beauty (1907 Epione repandaria): First on June 22 at
Pulborough Brooks
Lilac Beauty (1910 Apeira syringaria): First on June 24 at Friston near
Eastbourne
Scalloped Oak (1921 Crocallis elinguaria): First on June 24 at Friston
near Eastbourne
Brussels Lace (1945 Cleorodes lichenaria): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Brindled White-spot (1950 Ectropis extersaria): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Common White Wave (1955 Cabera pusaria): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): Four
more singles bringing this year's tally of reports to a miserly 16
The Vapourer (2026 Orgyia antiqua): First on June 24 at Woods Mill in
the Adur valley
Round-winged Muslin (2035 Thumatha senex): First on June 24 at
Woods Mill in the Adur valley

Red-necked Footman (2039 Atolmis rubricollis): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Scarce Footman (2047 Eilema complana): First on June 26 at
Shoreham
Common Footman (2050 Eilema lurideola): First on June 24 at Friston
near Eastbourne
Kent Black Arches (2076 Meganola albula): First on June 24 at Woods
Mill in the Adur valley
Sand Dart (2093 Agrotis ripae): First at Dungeness on June 19
Northern Rustic (2104 Standfussiana lucernea): First on June 23 at
Portland
Ingrailed Clay (2120 Diarsia mendica): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Double Square-spot (2128 Xestia triangulum): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Grey Arches (2150 Polia nebulosa): First at Friston near Eastbourne on
June 19
Dot Moth (2155 Melanchra persicariae): First on June 24 at Friston
near Eastbourne
Broom Moth (2163 Ceramica pisi): First on June 22 at Pulbroough
Brooks
Striped Wainscot (2196 Mythimna pudorina): First on June 21 at
Ambersham Common near Midhurst
Smoky Wainscot (2198 Mythimna impura): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Alder Moth (2281 Acronicta alni): First at Friston near Eastbourne on
June 19
The Coronet (2291 Craniophora ligustri): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Brown Rustic (2302 Rusina ferruginea): First on June 21 at 0621
Ambersham Common near Midhurst
Light Arches (2322 Apamea lithoxylaea): First on June 26 at
Shoreham
Reddish Light Arches (2323 Apamea sublustris): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19

Clouded-bordered Brindle (2326 Apamea crenata): First at Friston
near Eastbourne on June 19
The Rustic (2382 Hoplodrina blanda): First at Friston near Eastbourne
on June 19
Clancy's Rustic (2387a Platyperigea kadenii): First on June 25 at
Portland
Green Silver-lines (2422 Pseudoips fagana): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19
Plain Golden Y (2443 Autographa jota): First on June 24 at Friston
near Eastbourne
Pinion-streaked Snout (2484 Schrankia costaestrigalis): First on
June 24 at Woods Mill in the Adur Valley
The Fan-foot (2489 Herminia tarsipennalis): First on June 26 at
Shoreham
Olive Crescent (2495 Trisateles emortualis): First at Friston near
Eastbourne on June 19 (38 of these rarities taken at Friston on a 'massive
moth night' - June 24)
Other Insects
Large Crane Fly (Tipula maxima): A couple at Portland on June 21
were vagrants and I do not know if one in my Havant garden on June 23
was local or not
Summer Chafer (Amphimallon solsitialis): First report from Durlston
on June 20
Rose Chafer (Cetonia aurata): Probable id for brightly coloured insects
seen in the Newhaven area on June 21
Glow-worm (Lampyris noctiluca): Three more were seen in Havant
Thicket on the evening of June 20 - fourth report for the year and the first
with more than one seen
Wasp Beetle (Clytus arietis): First report from the Eastbourne area on
June 22
PLANTS
Traveller's Joy (aka Old Man's Beard): Starting to flower on Portsdown on
June 26
Field Pepperwort: A few plants found in compartment 9 (below Fort Widley) of
Portsdown on June 24
Hairy St John's Wort: Flowering in the West Marden area on June 27

Strawberry Clover: This had just started to flower on north Hayling on June 22
with an especially fine show in the shore carpark area immediately southwest of
Langstone Bridge (across the road from the one time Texaco garage)
Yellow vetchling (Lathyrus aphaca): First report from Durlston on June 22 I believe this can still be found on Milton Common in Portsmouth (the only local
site I know for it)
Goat's Rue: The white flowered plants were out at North Common (Northney)
on Hayling on June 22 (a new colony has established itself well east of the
original site in the big dip behind the blackberry bushes) and I suspect the blue
flowered plants will now be flowering in the Oysterbeds carpark area.
Fragrant Agrimony: Flowering at North Common on Hayling on June 22
Pepper Saxifrage: Flowering at Durlston on June 27
Equal-leaved Knotgrass: First found in Havant on June 27
Bell Heather: Flowering in Gosport on June 23 (and presumably now out on the
Hayling Golf Course across the road from The Kench)
Vervain: First flowers on Portsdown on June 26
Deadly Nightshade: First find in the West Marden area on June 27
Great Mullein: First seen at Northney (Hayling) on June 22 with another find on
Portsdown on June 24
Basil Thyme: This lovely plant was flowering on Portchester Common
(Portsdown) on June 26
Marjoram: Just about to flower in the Hayling Oysterbeds area on June 22 and
a cluster well out on Portsdown on June 24
Nettle Leaved Bellflower: First found on Nore Down near West Marden on
June 27
Hare Bell: A few of these lovely flowers already out on Portsdown on June 24
Clustered Bellflower: First found on Nore Down near West Marden on June 27
Squinancywort: Lots in flower on Portsdown on June 24
Small Scabious: First flowers on Portsdown on June 24
Sea Aster: Brian Fellows found a single early plant in flower at Newtown
Harbour on the IoW on June 20 and I found another at Northney on Hayling on
June 22 but no sign of general flowering yet.
Saw Wort: First reported at Durlston on June 27
Autumn Hawkbit: First found in Havant on June 27

Lesser Hawkbit: Plants flowering on Portsdown on June 24
Spotted Hawkweed (Hieracium maculatum): One plant flowering on
Portsdown on June 24
Fragrant Orchid: Flowering at Noar Hill by June 21 (also 9 spikes found on Nore
Down near West Marden on June 27)
Frog Orchid: Flowering at Noar Hill by June 21
Southern Marsh Orchid: This year's count of the plants on the Langstone
South Moors found 4142 spikes on June 20. The results of the annual counts at
this site vary greatly from as few as 333 in 1999 to 5561 in 2004 (and 6763 in
1995)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Mole: A photograph taken in Cornwall shows a Mole being eaten by a Herring
Gull at a rock pool!
Common Dolphin: 30 seen from a boat off the Scillies on June 22 - also half a
dozen Common Porpoise
Hare: One seen in woodland south of West Marden on June 27 (north end of
Watergate Hanger at Oldhouse Lane)
Natterjack Toad: Christchurch Harbour reports an abundance of Natterjack
tadpoles (no news of the colony at Woolmer near Alton)
Sunfish: Five of these unlikely looking fish (shaped like a large dinner plate
balanced on its rim) seen during a boat trip off the Scillies on June 22 and two
more seen next day. During the first trip a Blue Shark was also caught and
tagged.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 22 - 28 (WEEK 25 OF 2009)
Fri 26 June
More Portsdown flowers
This afternoon I paid another visit to Portchester Common on Portsdown in
search of Basil Thyme and this time I found it along with my first Gatekeeper
butterfly and Field Scabious. Among the many other delights at the east end
of Portchester Common were some small examples of Common Centaury which
puzzled me as they did not have the scarlet flowers of Lesser Centaury but did
seem to have one diagnostic of that plant. The confusion arose because I had
mis-remembered the diagnostic feature - I knew that Lesser Centaury had
short flower stems while Common Centaury had flowers that were effectively
sessile but my defective memory told me that I should be looking at the length of
stem above the top of the calyx rather than below the bottom of the calyx, and
this error made me record these plants as potentially Lesser Centaury - a
record which I deleted as soon as I got home and checked my books!

I had parked immediately west of Fort Southwick and approached Portchester
Common from the east, and on leaving the common I went a little downhill into
the area that had never been ploughed but has recently been cleared of scrub
and currently has a tremendous display of wild flowers. Here I found Vervain
opening its first flowers and Ploughman's Spikenard getting ready to do so. At
the east end of this lowest 'field' a path has been cut through the thick hedge
along its north side and this brings you out into the area with the tarmac track
leading back uphill to the main road and alongside that track I found a single
Hieracium plant in flower having many sessile leaves up its stem (around 50cm
tall) and a large number of flower-heads arranged in a branched 'umbellate' form.
The stems were bristly (no soft hairs) and the base of the stem was lost in thick
grass and brambles.
Back at the unofficial layby I had a look at the edge of the barley field on the
north side of the road which had a good show of Poppies but the only thing
noted here was that some of the Field Pansies had more colourful flowers than
the normal cream colour. In the rough grass south of the road I found
Traveller's Joy (aka Old Man's Beard) had some open flowers.
Back at home in the evening I cycled up New Lane to see if the Crown Vetch
was yet in flower beside Wakeford's Way but the massive growth of this which
has defeated gardeners in the grounds of the council flats which it had 'taken
over' for a good many years has this time been defeated by the gardeners (watch
this space - it may well have only suffered a temporary defeat). While there I
cycled round the periphery of the Barton's Road playing fields finding a good
show of Dyer's Greenweed at its best by the stream alongside the railway.
Weasel's Snout is still flowering at the New Lane allotments though much has
now gone to seed, and in the Eastern Road cemetery the Duke of Argyll's
teaplant is still flowering but the past pleasures of finding wild flowers here have
been suppressed by the need to find 'work for the wicked' (a definitely non-PC
view of the Community Pay-back scheme in which offenders are sent out to mow
grass and eradicate weeds). The attempt to make up for this loss by sowing
dense plots of wild-flower seed on selected graves may be well intended but the
effect is rather 'un-natural'.
As I left home on this trip at around 8pm a single Swift flew over my house and
a few minutes later two were airborne together (had the male of a nesting pair
called the female off the nest for a short social break?), and when I returned
from the trip screams overhead caused me to look up and see a party of seven or
eight birds in the air for a few minutes. From where I had stopped to watch the
Swifts I could also see the first flowers on the Tree of Heaven at the corner of
our road.
A short note of my only find yesterday - a small plant of Greater Celandine
flowering in St Faith's churchyard in the centre of Havant.
Wed 24 June
Plants on Portsdown
This afternoon I visited two sites on Portsdown, the first being the area
immediately east of London Road and south of the Hill Road. My first target here
was Bastard Toadflax which I eventually found in the unmown strip south of

the carpark after adding Squinancywort, Small Scabious and Lesser
Hawkbit to my yearlist. Crossing the sliproad leading down to the southbound
London Road I found a patch of Marjoram in flower and perhaps 50 Pyramidal
Orchids plus my first Harebells and Spotted Hawkweed. Over on the other
side of the bridge over the London Road I looked at the smaller area by the
sliproad to the northbound London Road but found nothing new here (and no
sign of the Sickle Medick which was noteworthy here for several years - it may
still crop up before the summer is out).
Next stop was by the Churchillian pub, south of which the recently revived (after
scrub clearance) Dropwort plants have been flowering. I eventually found these
and then looked round for the Common Valerian plants which Brian Fellows
found here recently and said were 'a little east' of the Dropwort. They are in fact
around 200 metres east, roughly south of the centre of the big viewpoint carpark
and can be found by taking a very precipitous stile from the carpark area into the
'wild part' of the hill, continuing south for not more than 20 metres to a minor
east-west cross track on which you turn east to find the plants hidden behind a
small clump of trees a few metres on.
In addition to these two target species I also enjoyed my first encounter of the
year with Musk Thistle and discovered a little colony of Field Pepperwort.
Most of the Yellow Rattle had gone to seed but there was some still in flower
and similarly Common Gromwell was showing its last flowers of the year (I
also saw some late flowering Crosswort)
A couple of Painted Ladies were seen with two or three Marbled Whites, a
single Common Blue and several Meadow Browns. Another insect seen in my
own garden yesterday was the big Cranefly Tipula maxima.
Mon 22 June
Around north Hayling
Today started well with a Comma on my newly flowering Buddleia but it was
not until after lunch that I got on my bike and rode to North Common and the
Oysterbeds on Hayling.
First news item was the flowering of the Least Yellow Sorrel in the grass at the
foot of shrubs on the east side of Wade Court Road close to the speed humps
and, south of the A27, the lovely pink of Musk Mallow at the gate into the pony
fields west of the road.
At Langstone Pond there seemed to be the same number of Egrets around nests
with two of the juveniles down at the water's edge.
At the south end of the bridge my first Great Mullein was flowering on the east
side and at North Common there was a plentiful supply of Hedgerow
Cranesbill (mainly just inside the gate) with Viper's Bugloss dominating the
bank of the carpark.
Turning left (west) to the area behind the houses there was some Centuary (in
the past masses here) among the Bird's Foot Trefoil and at the far west end

the leaves of the Pepper Saxfrage were still small while the few Common
Spotted Orchids were almost over. The one positive note here was that the
white and yellow flowers of the Turkish Iris were right for that species (when
they were just opening I had my doubts!).
Coming back to the main path the Fragrant Agrimony had started to flower
and behind the blackberry bushes the white Goats Rue was out (later I found a
large new colony of this further east as you near the new houses).
Before leaving the area I had a look at the small triangular Barn Owl box a little
north west of the carpark - to my surprise I could distinctly see two Barn Owl
heads inside it (maybe a pair breeding there? maybe two well grown young of
this year? or perhaps just two young bird, siblings from last year and not
breeding this year?)
Heading west towards the Oysterbeds I passed both Wild Celery and my first
Sea Aster flowers in the roadside ditch before reaching the hotel/marina
entrance, and round the bend the 'flower-rich hay meadow' in front of Bridge
Farm produced my first Marbled White butterfly.
Across the main road in the 'Texaco Bay' carpark area there was a massive
display of Strawberry Clover newly flowering, and as soon as I had turned
south on the old rail track I came on a group of three ladies, equipped for birding
but concentrating on something in the grass on the bank. They told me they
were interested in some tiny moths, of which there were several (perhaps
a dozen) fluttering around and landing on a small plant of Restharrow.
It was clear from their shape that they were plume moths but I could not help
with a name - I did however note the rich, orangey brown, colour of the
wings and when I got home I searched the internet for plume moths of that
colour which have Restharrow as their larval foodplant, coming up with a very
likely candidate in Amblyptilia acanthadactyla. This can be seen on the wing
in Hampshire from June to September with a peak in August - I suspect these
were newly emerged moths which might help to account for them being active in
the day.
I did not have much time at the Oysterbeds but I was pleased to find Marjoram
starting to flower by the rail track, and disheartened to find no trace of the two
orchids (possibly Common Spotted x Southern Marsh hybrids) which I had
seen on my last visit - had they both been picked?
The only bird sighting noted was of two Shelduck flying north from the
Oysterbed pools, the second bird so much smaller than the first that I wondered
if it was a newly fledged juvenile rather than a female but I think it unlikely that
any Shelduck juveniles can yet fly.
Cycling back up the Billy Trail in Havant I came up with Jason Crook, also
heading home on foot, and he gave me news from the Oysterbeds where he says
there are two families of Shelduck, both with parents, one pair having
nine young, the other (I think) only three much smaller young. He had

also seen three broods of Gadwall on the pools and he is wondering if
Gadwall are in some way ousting Mallard from the waters where Mallard
have in the past been in the majority as breeding duck.
SUMMARY FOR JUNE 15 - 21 (WEEK 24 OF 2009)
Several bird species are starting to re-appear on the south coast as they leave
nest areas and head south on autumn passage - this week we have news of
Lapwing, Curlew, Whimbrel, Redshank, Spotted Redshank and Green
Sandpiper along the south coast with a probable Osprey overhead. Best of
these passage birds are Red-necked Phalaropes in Kent and at Titchfield
Haven (maybe the same bird) and the claim that the bird at Titchfield is a male is
unusual in that it is normally the females that are seen here in June as they take
no responsibility for the upbringing of their young but leave that to the males.
Another unexpected bird was a probable Woodchat Shrike seen in the New
Forest and there are also reports of even more unlikely species - Smew and
Red-breasted Goose. More credible is a report of a Fulmar flying out of
Chichester Harbour after (just possibly) searching for a nest site on buildings in
Chichester, and finally we have disproof of the notion that Swifts, if they fall to
the ground, cannot get airborne again without human assistance.
The week has brought news of a rare migrant Lesser Emperor Dragonfly (of
which Britain only gets one or two each year) among a total of 13 species on the
wing including the first Keeled Skimmer and Brilliant Emerald. 34 butterfly
species include the first White Admirals and Silver Washed Fritillaries plus
the common Small Skippers and their Essex cousins. Here in Havant we have
seen our first Marbled Whites and everywhere there seems to have been a
recovery in Small Tortoiseshell numbers. 39 new moth species include the
uncommon Dewick's Plusia by night as well as many 'black as soot' Chimney
Sweepers by day. Also out in force is the colourful and easy to find Narrowbordered Five Spot Burnet moth (even experts find difficulty in separating
them from the regular Five Spot Burnets but those experts tell us that regular
Five Spots are quite rare and can, in Hampshire, only be found at Martin Down).
Among Other Insect news is an account of how a fly called Sturmia bella (first
found in Britain as recently as 1998) has been killing off our Small
Tortoiseshells without ever coming into direct contact with the butterflies.
Among common plants just starting to flower are Slender St John's Wort,
Musk Mallow, Greater Bird's Foot Trefoil, Agrimony, Great Willowherb,
both Sea Lavenders, Centaury and Yellow-wort, Wild Thyme, Heath and
Ladies Bedstraw and Musk Thistle. More unusual finds this week have been
Cushion Spurge, Bugloss, Sea Bindweed, Creeping Jenny, Yellow
Loosestrife, Rough Clover, Spiny Restharrow, Pencilled Cranesbill,
Trailing St John's Wort and Greater Celandine. Complaints against
spraying of weedkiller on wild plants in the Havant Borough area have an
echo in the near extinction by spraying of the rare Longleaf umbellifer in

Kent, while at Fishbourne near Chichester the mowing of 80+ plants of
Spiked Star of Bethlehem and 8 of Hairy Bindweed, all in full flower and
with notices at the site intended to protect them, turns out to have
been a deliberate act by some self-appointed vigilantes whose motives
are unknown (and perhaps unfathomable)
Other Wildlife news includes info on Hedgehogs climbing walls and the news
that a fungus that normally grows with Hornbeam trees can also be found
with Hazel. Both Roe Deer and Water Vole have been seen out with their
young.
BIRDS
Great Northern Diver: Sightings off Portland on June 15 and 16 must have
been of a non-breeding bird.
Black-necked Grebe: A report of one at a Dutch site where up to six were
present in March may indicate attempted breeding there - (one was there on May
8 and again on June 16)
Fulmar: Continuing the reports of Fulmars apparently seeking inland nest sites
on Sussex buildings there was a sighting on June 13 of one exploring streets in
Shoreham almost a mile from the sea and another sighting on June 14 of one
flying south out of the mouth of Chichester Harbour which might indicate that
one bird with social ambitions had been assessing the possibilities of finding an
'up market' nest site in Chichester.
Cattle Egret: One flew over the Brading Marshes (IoW) on May 14 - the first
report anywhere on the south coast since May 24-26 when one was in the
Pevensey Levels
Little Egret: By June 20 at least one of the juveniles at Langstone pond was
flying competently above the nest area.
Mute Swan: On June 20 the pair which have nested at Budds Farm Pools in
Havant had three cygnets on the water with just one parent. The Langstone Pond
pair still had their six cygnets at the mouth of the Langbrook stream.
Red-breasted Goose: One flying north over a Dutch site on June 14 was
probably an escape from captivity
Shelduck: Despite previously expressed fears that the Shelduck at Budds Farm
had failed to raise young this year I found two broods of juveniles there on June
20 - a well grown group of four with no adult and a pair of adults with two
smaller juveniles
Smew: A redhead of this species was seen by a reliable observer (Nigel Jones
who currently runs the Ornitholidays travel firm) to fly from the Solent up the
Beaulieu River on June 13 - sounds to me like an escapee returning home after a
trip to the seaside.

Honey Buzzard: A sighting of one in mid-Sussex on June 14 caused me to
check the latest Sussex Bird Report which tells us that four pairs breed in Sussex
in 2007, each pair successfully raising two young.
Osprey: A probable seen over the Botley Woods (north of Fareham) on June 19
could be the first of the autumn passage.
Kestrel: There have been plenty of accounts of Kestrels mugging Barn Owls
in the hope of stealing the prey the owl was carrying but an observation at
Waltham Brooks (close to Pulborough Brooks) on June 15 shows how some
Kestrels have perfected this technique of getting food. Phil Muzzall describes
wrote on the SOS website .. "On an evening visit to Waltham Brooks I spotted a
Barn Owl quartering the area hunting. As it slowly approached, I sat on the path
to be out of its line of sight. At about 10m distance it dropped to the ground; at
the same time a Kestrel flew over and perched on a nearby tree. As the Barn
Owl took off with a small mammal in its right claw, the Kestrel reappeared,
inverted itself underneath it and snatched the catch away - a privilege to
observe."
Quail: Just two reports, both on June 16 when two were present at Sandwich
Bay and another two at Tarrant Rushton airfield in Dorset
Common Crane: Two were at Pulborough Brooks on the evening of June 14 but
flew south next morning
Avocet: On June 18 five juveniles at Rye Harbour were said to have fledged and
on June 20 the juveniles were difficult to pick out among the adults at Titchfield
Haven (the overall count of 26 there is one less than the 23 adults + 4 juvs
reported on June 7)
Lapwing: A count of 137 at Christchurch Harbour on June 16 is the first sign of
a mass return of these birds to the coast after breeding - these were probably
failed or non breeders. Interestingly, when I was at the Gipsies Plain (south of
Havant Thicket) on June 15 I could not see any sign of the pairs which have been
breeding there and which are reported to have had two downy youngsters as
recently as June 11 - maybe the young were taken by predators (Foxes,
Kestrels, Buzzards all in the area) and the parents had left much earlier than
expected?
Whimbrel: The Dungeness RSPB site reported on June 16 that 21 Whimbrel
had been seen there 'recently' - at this date these are probably now heading back
south
Curlew: On June 21 a flock of 19 on the Weston shore of Southampton Water
was said to be the first big influx since the spring - with them was the first
returning Redshank for that site
Spotted Redshank: Between June 14 and 16 singles were reported at three
sites in Kent and one (Poole Harbour) in Dorset. On June 18 there were two new

arrivals at Sandwich Bay in full summer plumage and on June 19 one was seen at
Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour
Green Sandpiper: More of these seen this week - on June 16 the first of the
autumn was at the Eversley Gravel Pits on the Hants/Berks border and 4 were at
Sandwich Bay with 3 over the channel in Holland, and on June 17 one was at
Hook near Warsash. June 18 found 8 present in the Kent Stour Valley
Red-necked Phalarope: First of the autumn was in the Kent Stour Valley on
June 18 followed by one which spent the day at Titchfield Haven on June 20. I
was surprised to hear this one was reported as a male as it is much more usual
for females to be the first to be seen in Britain in the autumn. I have always
understood that, having laid the eggs, the females move on and leave the males
to do all the incubation and other work of raising the young - this is not just
laziness but a way of allowing one female to mate with several males and lay
eggs in several nests before she heads south.
Black-headed Gull: A report of many gulls in the air over Horsham town on
June 18 may well have been the result of the first mating flight of the
summer by ants - these flights always attract a crowd of hungry gulls.
Cuckoo: 'Singing' birds still to be heard on June 14 at Pulborough Brooks and on
June 16 at the Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire
Swift: On June 14 one crashed into a parked car in a Horsham street (outside
houses where several pairs have nests) but managed to get airborne again
unaided after recovering from the shock.
Bee Eater: A couple of reports of these on the move just across the channel
could presage the arrival of some in this country. We did have eight reports of
sightings in southern England between May 1 and 26 but none here since then
Sand Martin: The 'first of the autumn' were reported at Dungeness on June 13
and since then I have noted three reports of birds away from breeding sites
(including a few at Budds Farm in Havant on June 20, giving me the first I have
personally seen this year and bringing my paltry year list up to 124 species)
Nightingale: These have normally ceased singing by early June but four were
still singing at the Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire on June 16 and one was heard
in the Botley Woods (north of Fareham) on June 20
Garden Warbler: Three reports of these still singing in mid June - one in the
Thanet area of Kent on June 15, another at the Arlington reservoir in Sussex on
June 16 (where a Willow Warbler was also heard), with the third in the Botley
Woods on June 20
Wood Warbler: One of these (and several Firecrests) were singing in the New
Forest on June 14
Firecrest: Last week, when I reported hearing probable Firecrest song at
Fishbourne near Chichester, I said I was unfamiliar with the song of this species.

This week Lee Evans has suggested, on HOSLIST, that the best place in
Hampshire to hear these birds is Jubilee Grove in the Bolderwood area of the
New Forest. Lee goes on to say .. "There is a designated car park where two
roads meet which is best accessed from Lyndhurst about 2.5 miles NW on the
Stoney Cross - Bolderwood road. Park here and either explore the trackside
conifers and Holly scrub that lead down to the Badger and Deer Watchpoint or
the tall Douglas Firs that border the road as far SW as the house entrance.
Firecrests number up to 25 singing males here but beware too of many
Goldcrests. With experience, it is very easy to separate the two species on call.
The Firecrest sound is less ringing, slightly lower in tone but more direct and
finishes evenly and without an upslurred inflection. The call note is rather piping.
In my experience, males sing throughout the season, from early April through to
mid July."
Bearded Tit: It would seem that these have had a good breeding season - at
the Farlington Marshes lake on June 16 Jason Crook and others had close views
of at least 22 (including several juveniles) with some 'high flying'.
Golden Oriole: Yet another sighting in Kent - this time of a female at Sandwich
Bay on June 16
Woodchat Shrike: While cycling along the Lyndhurst Road just north east of
Burley in the New Forest on June 14 Simon Woolley saw a bird fly across the
road in front of him and says that if he had been on the continent he would have
unhesitatingly noted it as a Woodchat Shrike but here in Britain he cautiously
reports it as a probable Woodchat Shrike!
Serin: One arrived at Portland Bill on June 18 and was still there on June 20
Corn Bunting: One was singing at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on
June 14
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Thirteen species get a mention in this weeks news, including ...
Lesser Emperor Dragonfly: A 'possible' had been reported at Pagham
Harbour on May 26 but there has now been a definite report of one at
Sandwich Bay on June 16 (said to be only the second ever seen at that
site). This species was not known in Britain until 1996 but is now a rare
annual visitor and it has bred in Cornwall.
Golden Ringed Dragonfly: One at Ringmer near Lewes on June 14 was
the second report I have seen this year - first was at Hookheath (north foot
of Portsdown) on June 3
Brilliant Emerald (Somatochlora metallica): First for the year at
Warnham Pond (Horsham) on June 14

Keeled Skimmer: Another first for the year seen in the New Forest on
June 14
White Legged Damselfly: One had been seen in the Rye area on May 22
(when we were told that this species was now called 'Blue Featherleg')
but I have seen no more reports until June 14 when they were seen in the
New Forest and in the Horsham area
Butterflies
34 species mentioned in this week's reports
Small Skipper: These have now joined the Large Skippers on the wing
(first seen in Kent on June 7 then a more general emergence in Sussex on
June 14)
Essex Skipper: First to be reported this year were some at Dungeness on
June 14
White-letter Hairstreak: Three were seen on June 14 on the very few
English Elms that have survived Dutch Elm disease in Preston Park at
Brighton (first of year had been at the IBM North Harbour site in
Portsmouth on June 7). Four were found in the Gosport area on June 18
with another four on June 19 in what may be a new site in the Cuckmere
Valley (East Sussex)
Silver-studded Blue: 108 were seen during a visit to Iping Common near
Midhurst on June 16
White Admiral: First of the year were out on June 16 with reports from
Gosport in the south of Hampshire and Ashford Hill in the north (earliest
ever there), followed by one at Ringmer near Lewes on June 17 (first for
Sussex) . June 18 brought one in the Southwater Park near Horsham and
four at a New Forest site.
Small Tortoiseshell: Things seem to be looking up for this species with
17 reports since the summer brood started to appear on June 2, building
up to a count of 21 during single walk on the Sussex Downs on June 19
(see also my notes below - in Other Insects - on the parasitic fly Sturmia
bella which is believed to be the main cause of decline in Small
Tortoiseshell numbers)
Dark Green Fritillary: After the first had been seen on June 11 near
Eastbourne one was on the Downs near Lewes on June 14 and six were
seen in the Beachy Head area on June 16
Silver Washed Fritillary: The very first was in the Rother woods north of
Hastings on June 10 followed by three sightings on June 14 (Botley Woods
near Fareham, Southwater near Horsham, and Ringmer near Lewes). By
June 16 and 17 these lovely butterflies were becoming plentiful and on
June 19 a dozen had been seen within twenty minutes in Botley Woods.

Marbled White: The very first had been seen near Winchester on June 4
with another at Shoreham on June 10 before they appeared more generally
on June 14. The first local sightings were on June 16 when one was at the
Hayling Oysterbeds and more than 10 were seen on Portsdown.
Moths
Five-spot Burnet (0170 Zygaena trifolii palustrella): First report from
Sandwich Bay on June 17
Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet (0171 Zygaena lonicerae): The
first of these has already been reported in the Gosport area on June 7 and
41 were seen in north Hampshire on June 8. By June 16 107 were found in
the Gosport area and on June 18 a large number were out on the
Langstone South Moors. Although it is difficult even for an expert to
distinguish them from the regular Five-spot that species is now quite rare
(in Hampshire you are only likely to find it at Martin Down) whereas the
Narrow-bordered species is common (especially at sites away from
chalk).
Eidophasia messingiella (0469): First in Kent (Thanet) on June 10
Juniper Webber (0862 Dichomeris marginella): One of these was
seen earlier than expected on June 12 in the Ashdown Forest area
Common Yellow Conch (0937 Agapeta hamana): First in the
Newhaven area on June 14
Large Tabby (1421 Aglossa pinguinalis): What ws probably this
species (reported as a Long-legged Tabby) was at Rye Harbour on June
13
The Lackey (1634 Malacosoma neustria): First report from Durlston
on June 16
Common Lutestring (1657 Ochropacha duplaris): First at Dungeness
on June 13
Large emerald (1666 Geometra papilionaria): First at Pulborough
Brooks on June 17
Blotched Emerald (1667 Comibaena bajularia): First at Pulborough
Brooks on June 17
Rosy Wave (1691 Scopula emutaria): First at Dungeness on June 13
Small Dusty Wave (1707 Idaea seriata): First in Ashdown Forest area
on June 12
Treble Brown Spot (1711 Idaea trigeminata): First in Ashdown Forest
area on June 12 or a few days earlier

Galium Carpet (1740 Epirrhoe galiata): First in the Newhaven area on
June 14
Purple Bar (1752 Cosmorhoe ocellata): First in Ashdown Forest area
on June 12 or a few days earlier
Barred Yellow (1765 Cidaria fulvata): First in the Gosport area on
June 12
Sharp-angled Carpet (1794 Euphyia unangulata): First at Pulborough
Brooks on June 17
Haworth's Pug (1813 Eupithecia haworthiata): First at Dungeness on
June 12
Netted Pug (1823 Eupithecia venosata): First in Sheffield Park
(Ashdown Forest) on June 12
Lesser Treble-bar (1868 Aplocera efformata): First in Newhaven area
on June 14
Chimney Sweeper (1870 Odezia atrata): First report for the year was
of several in the Mayfield area near Crowborough on June 14
Swallow-tailed Moth (1922 Ourapteryx sambucaria): First at
Pulborough Brooks on June 17
Great Oak Beauty (1943 Boarmia roboraria): First in Ashdown Forest
on June 12
Grey Scalloped Bar (1969 Dyscia fagaria): First in the New Forest on
June 14
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): One
at Storrington near Pulborough on June 14 was only the elventh report I
have seen so far this year. On June 16 another was seen in Ropley near
Alton
The Flame (2098 Axylia putris): First at Pulborough Brooks on June 17
True Lover's Knot (2118 Lycophotia porphyrea): First at Portland on
June 16
Small Ranunculus (2165 Hecatera dysodea): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on or before June 16
Varied Coronet (2170 Hadena compta): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on or before June 16
Marbled Coronet (2171 Hadena confusa): First in the Ashdown Forest
area on June 12

Shore Wainscot (2201 Mythimna litoralis): First at Rye Harbour on
June 13
Obscure Wainscot (2204 Mythimna obsoleta): First at Pulborough
Brooks on June 17
The Shark (2216 Cucullia umbratica): First in the Ashdown Forest area
on June 12
Black Rustic (2232 Aporophyla nigra): First at Durlston on June 16
Bird's Wing (2301 Dypterygia scabriuscula): First at Pulborough
Brooks on June 17
Dark Arches (2321 Apamea monoglypha): First report is of 'many' at
Rye Harbour on June 13
Dewick's Plusia (2436 Macdunnoughia confusa): First of this rarity at
Hythe near Folkestone on June 13
The Blackneck (2466 Lygephila pastinum): First in the Gosport area
on June 10
The Four-spotted (2465 Tyta luctuosa): First at Portland on June 19
Beautiful Hook-tip (2473 Laspeyria flexula): First at Pulborough
Brooks on June 17
Moth/Butterfly Larvae (9998): Mullein moth caterpillars are getting
ready to pupate but that does not mean they will soon be on the wing as
moths - this species can spend up to five years in the pupal stage. There
are also many batches of Peacock caterpillars now to be seen on nettles
but at Magdalen Hill Down (at least 15 batches there) there are also the
parasitic Sturmia bella flies (see below)
Other Insects
Sturmia bella: This is a Tachinid fly which was not found in Britain until
1998 (first found in Hampshire) and is currently reported as present on
Magdalen Hill Down at Winchester. It lays eggs on nettle leaves, which are
unwittingly consumed by feeding caterpillars. The eggs hatch and develop
within the caterpillars as they grow, ultimately killing the host. In Britain,
there have been records of these parasitoids attacking both Small
Tortoiseshell and Peacock, as well as some other butterflies whose
caterpillars feed on nettles. For more detail visit
www.learnaboutbutterflies.com
Common Wasp: The sight of an active Wasp nest in the ground is
very uncommon nowadays but one was seen at Mill Hill near Shoreham on
June 14

Stag Beetles: A female Lesser Stag beetle was a new species for the
Rye Harbour site when it was found on June 21. This week has also given
me a sighting of a female Stag Beetle on the pavement of the busy
Emsworth Road in Havant (I did my best to dissuade her from attempting
to cross the road but she probably did so late after I had left!). On June 12
a male was seen in Gosport climbing a house wall to get high enough to
take off without immediately crashing into low vegetation.
Glow-worm: Just one seen in Parkhurst Forest on the IoW on June 14
Field Cricket (Gryllus campestris): First report of these for the year
come from Iping Common near Midhurst on June 16
PLANTS
Greater Celandine: First of these to be seen this year was found flowering in
the Compton/Up Marden area on June 15 - Brian Fellows
Annual Wall-rocket: First sight of this in flower was in the Sandy Point area of
Hayling on June 16
Sea rocket (Cakile maritima): First sight of this in flower was in the Sandy
Point area of Hayling on June 16
Tutsan: First flowers seen in Havant on June 15
Slender St John's wort (Hypericum pulchrum): The first of these pretty
flowers were out at Havant Thicket on June 15
Trailing St John's wort (Hypericum humifusum): First flowers seen at
Havant Thicket on June 15
Musk Mallow: First flowers seen at Langstone on June 20
Pencilled cranesbill (Geranium versicolor): On June 15 I was very surprised
to see that a couple of plants of this were flowering where I had seen them last
year, among dead grass and a few weeds in a part of Havant Bus Station where
a tiny strip of soil is surrounded by kerb stones the separate bus bays.
Least Yellow Sorrel (Oxalis exilis): This had started to flower in Langstone
on May 25 but I have not heard of any more until Brian Fellows found some in
Emsworth on June 19
Spiny Rest-harrow: Some found with the commoner species at Sandy Point,
Hayling, on June 16

Rough clover (Trifolium scabrum): Found at two places in the Sandy Point
area of Hayling on June 16 and also on the north pier of the old rail bridge at
Langstone on June 20
Hare's Foot Clover: Flowering at Sandy Point on Hayling on June 16
Clustered Clover (Trifolium glomeratum): A colony of this which had been
discovered in the Havant area in 2007 was still present on June 17 when it had all
gone to seed.
Greater Bird's Foot Trefoil: First flowers found on June 15 on the Gipsies Plain
south of Havant Thicket
Field Rose: First seen in flower on June 15 on the Gipsies Plain south of Havant
Thicket
Agrimony: First flowers seen in Portsdown on June 14
Great Willowherb: First flowers seen in Emsworth on June 17
Sea spurge: Flowering in the Sandy Point area of Hayling on June 16
Cushion Spurge (Euphorbia polychroma): I have only seen this previously
alongside the Slipper Mill Pond at Emsworth where it was probably deliberately
planted (or at least thrown out from one of the gardens just across the road) but
a single plant on waste ground in an industrial estate was unlikely to have been a
deliberate planting - found on the waste ground beside Southmoor Lane in
Havant immediately north of Penner Road on June 20
Knotted Hedge Parsley: On June 20 I was pleased to find that some was still
present at the Langstone South Moors site on the bank of the Langbrook Stream
immediately north of the second gate giving access to the Moors from Mill Lane.
Longleaf (Falcaria vulgaris): This rare umbellifer is unlikely to be found in
Hampshire (mostly found in East Anglia) but does occur in the Thanet area of
Kent. On June 14 an entry on the Planet Thanet website makes a common
complaint against the local council for spraying the plants with weedkiller - luckily
some have survived.
Sea Knotgrass (Polygonum maritimum): On June 16 I found a fair number
of these plants (around 40) with fresh leaves and incipient flowers on the shingle
east of the Sandy Point nature reserve (their only Hampshire site) but also saw
up to 20 plants with no sign of life
Russian Vine: This rampant escape is now flowering in the Billy Trail behind my
house in Havant

Sea Lavender: Both Common and Lax Sea Lavender were just starting to
flower in the saltings below the seawal passing Langstone pond on June 20
Yellow Loosestrife: Genuine wild plants (not the Dotted Loosestrife now to
be seen in gardens) was flowering in the Gipsies Plain area south of Havant
Thicket on June 15
Creeping Jenny: Also flowering for the first time this year on the Gipsies Plain
area south of Havant Thicket on June 15
Common Centaury: First report of flowering from Durlston on June 16, then
out at a couple of Hayling sites on June 16. Widespread by the end of this week.
Yellow-wort: First sighting was by Brian Fellows on Portsdown on June 14,
followed by a report from Durlston on June 15 and anothe find by Brian Fellows
at the Hayling Oysterbeds on June 16
Sea Bindweed: In full flower on the sand of the Hayling shore near Black Point
on June 16
Blue water speedwell (Veronica anagallis-aquatica): Plants found
flowering in the Fishbourne village area near Chichester by Brian Fellows on June
11 and 13 have been accepted by the Sussex Plant Recorder as examples of the
true species (not the common hybrid)
Red Bartsia (or Red Rattle): First report of flowering from Brook Meadow at
Emsworth on June 19
Wild Thyme: This was flowering on Portsdown on June 14
Black Horehound: First flowers found in the Hayling Oysterbeds area on June
16
Bugloss (Anchusa arvensis): Flowering at the Black Point sailing club on
Hayling on June 16
Ivy Broomrape: Flowering in the Thanet area of Kent on June 14 - the yellow
form may well now be on show at Portchester (Fareham) and the normal plants
could be surviving the reconstruction of the Tesco store in Havant.
Greater Plantain: Some plants in the Havant area had flower spikes on June 15
Heath Bedstraw: First report of this came from the Gipsies Plain (Havant
Thicket) on June 16

Ladies Bedstraw: First flowers in Havant Eastern Road cemetery on June 15
Musk Thistle: First flowers found on Portsdown by Brian Fellows on June 14
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: A pod of around 30 were off the east Dorset coast this
week, the first sightings from the shore that I have seen since two were off
Selsey on May 2. Prior to that there had been several Dorset sightings in Feb and
March ending with a group of around 10 (including two youngsters) off Selsey Bill
on Mar 28
Roe Deer: This year's young have been seen both on the north Hayling fields
and in the Up Marden area
Hedgehog: Brian Fellows was delighted to find one in his Emsworth garden on
June 17 (they have become very scarce in recent years and it has even become
unusual to find road casualties). Brian wonders how the creature got into his
garden which has high walls around it and this reminded me of a similar garden
in the North End area of Portsmouth where I was shown a garden shed under
which a Hedgehog sow had given birth to her young - the owner of the
property told me the adult Hedgehog had no difficulty in climbing the
wall, using her claws as 'crampons', on regular nightly foraging trips (I believe
the average Hedgehog covers several kilometres each night, visiting many
gardens en route). Getting down from the walls was even easier - the animal just
turned itself into a ball and jumped off!
Water Vole: Sightings in the River Ems at Brook Meadow this week include at
least two young animals - hopefully there are a lot more than two present.
Fungi: Although autumn is the main season for seeing fungi there are species to
be found throughout the year and the current warm weather plus some rain
brings up a good show. Last week there was a Stinkhorn 'egg' to be seen in a
Langstone garden and that has almost certainly 'fruited' by now. In Emsworth a
good show of large Dryad's Saddles has appeared and in my own garden I
discovered one that I have not seen there before - a Milkcap called Lactarius
circellatus which is normally found in association with Hornbeam trees. I was
very doubtful of my identification until I found a webpage
www.wildaboutbritain.co.uk which says that the species can also be found with
Corylus avellana (Hazel) and my specimen is at the foot of a large Hazel tree
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 15 - 21 (WEEK 24 OF 2009)
Sat 20 June
Langstone and Budds Farm

This morning I cycled down Wade Court Road to Langstone Pond, then on to the
north pier of the old rail bridge, then to Budds Farm and on home via Southmoor
Lane
In Wade Court Road I heard Goldcrest song and passing the pony fields north
of Wade Court I found Musk Mallow in flower for the first time.
At Langstone Pond at least one of the juvenile Egrets was flying well but on
the sea (with the tide high) a Mallard which I disturbed from close to the sea
wall had lost most of its flight feathers and could only flutter over the surface of
the water to get away. Close by, near the Mill buildings, both Sea Lavender and
Lax Sea Lavender were starting to open their flowers.
At the southern tip of the old rail bridge north pier the display of wild flowers was
colourful with lots of Vipers Bugloss and Common Centaury with YellowWort, Eyebright, Hop Trefoil, Black Medick and Bird's Foot Trefoil while
further north larger species such as Perforate St Johns Wort, Field
Bindweed and Hemlock were abundant. Less eye-catching, but a new addition
to the flora of this site for me, was Rough Clover (T. scabrum).
At the end of Mill Lane, before turning south to the sea wall, I went through the
gate onto the South Moors and was pleased to see, just beyond the gate, that
Knotted Hedge Parsley was still present. At the mouth of the stream the
Langstone Pond Swan pair had their six cygnets with them and from the
southern fence of the Moors a Meadow Pipit sang briefly.
From Budds Mound I had two pleasant surprises as I looked down onto the pools
- one was to see three cygnets with one of the Swans that have nested
here, the second was even better - the presence of one pair of Shelduck with
two juveniles and nearby four larger juveniles with no adults (I had
wrongly assumed on my last visit that both pairs had failed to breed). While here
it started to rain but that did not prevent me from seeing my first Sand Martin
of the year among several Swallows and House Martins. Also seen here were
both Great Willowherb and Black Horehound flowers.
Going up Southmoor Lane I stopped at the waste ground just north of Penner
Lane where I had found Small Melilot last year - no sign of that but Ribbed
Melilot was flowering and there was a single plant of a very bright yellow
flowered spurge which I think was the ornamental species that comes up
alongside Slipper Road at Emsworth and which I think to be Cushion Spurge
(Euphorbia polychroma). Further up the road the grass where the Knotted
Hedge Parsley grows had been very close mown and the few plants of the
Parsley which take shelter in between the slats of the wooden fence seemed to
be all in seed.
Wed 17 June
Clustered Clover lives on in Havant

This morning I was asked to identify some Ladybird larvae found in a Denvilles
(east Havant) garden and I think I was able to re-assure the finder that they not
the dreaded Harlequins but were probably very welcome aphid eating 7-spot
Ladybirds. The main reason why the Harlequins are not welcome is that their
favourite food is other smaller Ladybird species. Now that the Harlequins are
very well established in this country there is a real threat that they will reduce the
numbers of smaller Ladybirds to such an extent that plant destroying Aphids
multiply out of control, creating a profitable commercial business for the firms
which sell pest control species - causing Rose growers and other gardeners to
buy their Ladybirds rather than getting provided free by nature. Following the
commercial logic of that thought I wonder if any of the firms that profit from the
Harlequins might have had a hand in importing them in the first place (not a
very serious thought).
Being in east Havant I continued towards Emsworth as far as the west side of the
A27 where, on what used to be the main road from Havant to Emsworth (and
part of the major south coast trunk road), the thin grass overlaying the tarmac of
the old road added a clover species to my repertoire in 2007 when I discovered a
substantial patch of Clustered Clover (T. glomeratum) on May 29 of that
year. Last year the plants were flowering on June 9 but this year I had failed to
find them until today when, with some difficulty, I found just a few plants with
dried seed heads - good enough to identify the species as its main characteristic
other than its small size is the calyx with its long, sharp-pointed, triangular teeth
which were very obvious once I had located the plants.
Coming back into Havant I called on a house where I had been told last year that
the garden was full of Blue Pimpernel. No one was at home when I called but I
had prepared myself with information on how to separate Blue Pimpernel
(Anagallis arvenis foemina) from the common Scarlet Pimpernel (A.
arvensis arvensis). Flower colour alone is no good as Scarlet Pimpernel can
have blue flowers, and I was very dubious as to whether I could separate the
subspecies using Stace's Flora which relies on the structure of hairs on the leaves
(these hairs are around 40 microns long and you have to see if they are made of
two or three cells). Luckily Google came to my assistance, directing me to a
website at http://fieldguide.co.uk/ which is .. "is a fully interactive, searchable
version of the book; ARABLE PLANTS - a field guide, published jointly by
English Nature and WILDGuides". If you go to this home page you can then
search for any species but Google took me directly to the page describing Blue
Pimpernel where I found a very clear statement of the differences between the
two subpsecies plus excellent photos illustrating the three main points of
difference which can be seen with the naked eye - (a) petals - those of Scarlet
overlap, those of Blue do not, (b) the flower stalk of Blue is longer than its
associated leaf, Scarlet is not, and (c) when in bud the calyx of Scarlet hides
the petals while that of Blue allows the tips of the petals to show their colour
beyond the tips of the closed calyx. Note that this website only covers plants
which grow in arable fields - by clicking 'Species Accounts' at the top right of any
page you can see the list of species which are covered.

My last observation for this short trip came as I was cycling back along the little
used southern pavement of Emsworth road and almost ran over a female Stag
Beetle heading straight for the roadway (and almost certain death). I did my
best to save it by returning it to vegetation as far as possible from the road ....
Tue 16 June
Around Sandy Point
This afternoon I drove to the south east tip of Hayling, parking in the unrestricted
northern part of Bosmere Road and walking to Black Point, then around the shore
of Sandy Point to come back up Bosmere Road.
At the southern end of the causeway to the sailing club there was a good show of
Sea Bindweed on the seaward side of the mini sand dunes and much Sea
Holly in bud (but none yet in flower). Nearing point where the road slopes up
into the Sailing Club grounds I found some Rough Clover (T. scabrum) and at
the top of the slope up Bugloss (Anchusa arvensis - not Viper's Bugloss)
was flowering as expected. Heading west along the south side of the club
buildings I enjoyed a continuation of the great show of Hare's Tail grass and
some Tree Lupin flowers plus the Spanish Broom. In the saltmarsh area below
the high tideline lots of Greater Sea Spurrey was dotting the ground with its
large white star-shaped flowers and among it was lots of Saltmarsh Grass
(Puccinella maritima). While here I also found a little Sea Rocket (Cakile
maritima) but I was unable to go round to the west side of the club to check on
the Saltwort and Frosted Orache which I have found here before the signs
were put up by the Harbour Conservancy and Havant Borough saying that the
beach is private beyond this point (with the aim of reducing disturbance to birds
on the open beach but seemingly having no effect other than to prevent lawabiding citizens from visiting the beach but doing nothing to stop members of the
sailing club, and local residents who refuse to change their established habits,
from walking freely with their dogs and children regardless of any disturbance to
birds). Dutifully turning back I did spot an unexpected cluster of White
Stonecrop (not the English Stonecrop which is common on the beach)
growing in sand among grass not far from the end of footpath signs.
Coming back down the causeway on the seaward side of the road I found my
first Annual Wall-Rocket, Rest-Harrow and Sea Spurge all in flower.
Nearing the Lifeboat Station, on the low shingle wall at approx SZ 75074 98601,
with no other vegetation around it, I found my first indisputable example of the
seashore form of Bittersweet Nightshade (Solanum dulcamara var
marinum) - flat on the bare shingle and clearly long established there by the
length of the woody sections at the base of the stems. Later I found other
examples of this under the seaward fence of the Sandy Point reserve at around
SZ 75019 98191 but I was less certain of these as their strong woody stems are
not a diagnostic feature and the essential point to be established is the
'succulence' of the leaves (and I find this term vague!)
On the grass land south of the Lifeboat Station (the old hospital grounds)
Common Centaury was in full flower and I said "Ow!" to prove that one
cluster of Rest Harrow was Spiny. Further south, in the 'half fenced' section

of the nature reserve, I was intrigued to find a very small plant of what seemed
to be Sweetbriar rose (right in the south west corner of the fencing). Outside
this fenced area, on the open shingle, I found just under 40 plants of the
rare Sea Knotgrass with leaves to show they were alive but I also found at
least 20 'plants' showing no signs of life (just heaps of 'driftwood')
In the area where the footpath emerges from the southern end of the half-fenced
area, on the bare shingle, were several plants of Hound's Tongue covered with
flower buds (I only found one open flower). I have only seen this species
previously inside the reserve proper by looking over the fence - this year I could
see none inside. I did see one plant of Rose Campion in flower inside the fence
plus a lot of what must have been Heath Bedstraw.
Mon 15 June
Flowers on the Gipsies Plain
This morning I took a short local walk which included the Eastern Road cemetery
where Ladies Bedstraw was a new flower for the year and other finds inluded
the first Buddleia flowers in my garden and my first two summer brood
Comma butterflies seen in the Fairfield School conservation area at the north
end of the Billy Trail (where I see Bogbean plants are growing in the pond).
In the afternoon I visited the Gipsies Plain south of Havant Thicket where I added
Slender and Trailing St John's Wort, Greater Bird's Foot Trefoil, Yellow
Loosestrife, Creeping Jenny, Heath Bedstraw and Field Rose to my newly
flowering list. Most of these were seen from the 'orchid ditch' path which I
accessed by climbing over a gate where the north end meets the broad path
across the Gipsies Plain but which can also be accessed by climbing another gate
at the southern end close to where the path through Hammonds Piece Coppice
emerges from that woodland. The unofficial name 'Orchid Ditch' is derived from
the large number of Common Spotted Orchids which once bloomed there today I could only see 53 of them.
Although I did not search for them I could see no sign of the Lapwings which
attempted to breed here and which had at least two downy youngsters on June
11. One thing that I did note is that it seems that the Gorse flowering season
is already over so it will soon be time to look for the Dwarf Gorse flowers in
this area.
SUMMARY FOR JUNE 8 - 14 (WEEK 23 OF 2009)
Locally the most exciting bird news is the fledging of the first Little Egrets to
leave their nests but on a wider screen we have several signs that autumn
passage has already started (maybe part of it were two Little Ringed
Plovers seen in the Havant Thicket area)
Insect News has three new dragonfly species and five new butterfly
species (giving us a total of 30 species seen during the week - highest count

so far). We have the usual list of first sightings of moth species but we also have
an enigma in the discovery of a hungry horde of 20 Lackey Moth
caterpillars in a tree that showed no sign of nibbling and had no silk
tent to protect them. The first Scorpion Fly has been seen along with the
first of the large hoverflies (Volucella pelluscens).
Plant News also has a 'who dun it' mystery - the day after I saw two eyecatching plant species that I had never seen before (Spiked Star of Bethlehem
and Hairy Bindweed), and which were growing in a 'protected' wildlfower
verge, all of them (nearly 100 individual plants) were cut down with a strimmer
(possibly just a case of ignorance and vandalism but possibly the result of a
bureaucratic agreement over the management of the site which e.g. allowed for
strimming any time after the end of May). Luckily our local rarity (Hairy
Vetchling) has started to flower with no such death threat (though I hear that
Havant Borough's current passion for sowing wildflower seed has been
extended to the adornment of 'Budds Mound' above Budds Farm Pools it will soon be difficult to establish the authenticity of any unusual plant found in
the borough)
BIRDS
Divers: A Great Northern flew past Portland on June 7 and a Red-throated
was seen there on June 9
Sooty Shearwater: Four were seen in the North Sea from Spurn Point (mouth
of River Humber in Yorkshire) on June 6 - second report I have seen this year
after one in Poole Bay on May 17
Cormorant: Fishermen in Britain often call for a cull of Cormorants but I think
there may be more justification for reducing their numbers over on the continent
- on June 12 one Dutch site recorded 1226 Cormorants flying over North East
with another 134 going South West
Bittern: One was still present at Rye Harbour on June 12, and on June 13 at
least one was booming in the Kent Stour valley
Little Egret: On June 13 I had definite proof that some of the juveniles at
Langstone Pond had fledged - one youngster with a 'punk hairstyle', drab
plumage and a pale bill was sitting openly on a branch of the tree on the island in
the pond, not far from a nest in that tree, and at least three other juveniles could
be seen either out of their nests or 'jumping up and down, wing flapping' in
nests. I estimate there have been at least thirteen nests here this year (probably
more). The other breeding colony in the Chichester Harbour area (Oldpark Wood
near Bosham) is said to have 14 nests this year (more than the Grey Herons
which only have 12).
Grey Heron: Several sites have reported small numbers of Herons making long
flights this week - maybe failed breeders dispersing from Heronries?

Mute Swan: A summer flock of at least 200 birds is currently to be seen at the
head of the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester when the tide is high - they
were seen on June 11 and 13 but there have been no reports of the breeding
pair in this area which in the past have had up to six cygnets with them by this
time of year.
Brent Goose: A small number of summering birds were seen in the Fishbourne
Channel near Chichester on June 13
American Black Duck: Still present at Colliford Lake on Bodmin Moor in
Cornwall on June 10 (arrived May 24)
Pochard: No doubt some have bred in Hamsphire this year (nine pairs probably
bred in the county in 2007) and June 9 brought news of 5 broods of young at
Oare Marshes (Faversham in north Kent)
Merganser: A few non breeding birds spend the summer in Hampshire but a
report of a male + female pair in Southampton Water on June 9 is intriguing - the
more so as the pair was still there on June 13. Goosanders do breed in or near
Hampshire but I have no knowledge of Mergansers doing so.
Black Kite: I have noted 20 reports of Black Kites in southern England this
year, seemingly a noticeable increase on past years, and June 11 brought
another (very probable) sighting from the area near Ower to the west of
Southampton.
Sparrowhawk: I associate this species with hunting prey on the wing but I see
that on June 7 one took two Gull chicks from the ground at the Hayling
Oysterbeds.
Osprey: One flew over Titchfield Common near Fareham on June 7 (going south
east rather than north)
Hobby: On May 3 the Kent Stour Valley reported a total of 37 Hobbies and I
expressed the opinion that this was probably a newly arrived flock which had
banded together for company on migration and which would soon disperse to
separate breeding territories but a report of 32 Hobbies in the same area on
June 13 suggests otherwise - maybe a lot of non-breeding birds or perhaps birds
travelling some distance to a place where the feeding is good?
Quail: One was flushed from downland in the Seaford area of Sussex on June 5
and another was calling at Oare Marshes (north Kent) on June 13 - so far I have
only heard of them at eight sites in southern England this year so we are unlikely
to have a 'Quail year'
Little Ringed Plover: Two were seen on the Gipsies Plain grassland south of
Havant Thicket on June 11 - I have never heard of them here before and can
only assume they were failed breeders elsewhere dropping in as they head south
Little Stint: Two were seen at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on June 6 and one
in summer plumage was at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on June 13. The Lodmoor bird

is probably the same that has been at Ferrybridge since at least May 12 but the
Dungeness birds may be failed breeders already on autumn passage
Woodcock: Of local interest four were roding in the West Walk woods near
Wickham in the Meon valley on the evening of June 12
Black-tailed Godwit: There were an estimated 300 European race birds at
Oare Marshes in north Kent on June 7 and an estimated 500 there on June 11.
Reports of what I assume are Icelandic non breeding birds this week come from
Pulborough (15 at Waltham Brooks on June 9), Hook/Warsash (91 on June 10),
Yarmouth IoW (50 on June 10). In Dorset on June 10 there were 23 at Lodmoor
(Weymouth) and 11 at Brownsea Island.
Whimbrel: Around 12 were near the Hayling Oysterbeds on June 7 - possibly
the very last passage birds?
Curlew: The first of these are now returning from breeding areas - Christchurch
Harbour reported one going west on June 12 and 17 following it on June 13
when 'the first for some time' was seen at Southampton Water and four flew
west over north Kent.
Green Sandpiper: One at Avington Lake (Itchen valley north east of
Winchester) on June 2 may have been the first 'autumn passage' bird and one in
the Kent Stour Valley on June 4 was regarded there as their first autumn bird. By
June 9 there were 3 seen at the Dungeness RSPB reserve and on June 10 one
was seen flying west along the north Kent coast and Hampshire had its first since
Apr 15 at the Testwood Lakes (Southampton area)
Common Sandpiper: One at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on June 13 was the first
reported in southern England for a month and was almost certainly on autumn
passage.
Black-headed Gull: On the evening of June 9 more than 3000 of these gulls
were seen streaming south through Christchurch Harbour with many of them still
to be seen in the harbour next day - it was suggested that this might be the
result of massive disturbance causing the break up of a breeding colony.
Herring Gull: Although I have not yet found proof of nesting on industrial units
in the West Leigh area of north Havant I have long suspected it and had further
potential evidence for it at dusk on June 13 when (at around 21:45) I watched
half a dozen flying inland over my garden - normally gulls which have been
foraging inland during the day would have flown south by that time of day to
spend the night in the safety of the harbours and the only reason I can think of
for the birds going inland when it was almost dark was if they were returning to
nests after feeding in the harbours.
Kittiwake: A count of the nests on the cliffs in the Newhaven area on June 10
recorded 109 nests - a slight increase on 103 recorded in 2008

Common Tern: The first chicks hatched at the Hayling Oysterbeds (where 35
pairs are nesting) on June 7
Little Tern: On June 8 Chris Cockburn (Langstone Harbour RSPB warden)
reported 40 pairs currently nesting on the RSPB islands where the first chicks
have hatched. Also on June 8 there was news from Rye Harbour that the few
birds there (9 reported on May 3) had all failed to nest. No further news from
Pagham Harbour since May 26 when 3 pairs were nesting there.
Black Tern: One was seen at Dungeness on June 9 and one was at
Hook/Warsash on June 10
Ring-necked Parakeet: Outside the massive population in the London area I
am only aware of two established colonies, both very small. One is in the Thanet
area of Kent, the other at Swanage in Dorset and five birds of this colony were
seen at Durlston on June 10
Barn Owl: One was seen to catch a vole at the Kench in south Hayling on June
6 - presumably one of a pair that seems to be based in that area (and may
possibly nest in one of the nest boxes on poles to be seen in the Golf Course).
Little Owl: One or two were reported intermittently in January and March this
year in the Stoke Common area west of the Hayling Oysterbeds and they may
have bred successfully as I hear from Brian Fellows that there have been several
recent sightings in the northernmost field on the east side of the Hayling Coastal
Path.
Nightjar: Three were churring in the West Walk Woodland (near Wickham in the
Meon Valley) on the evenign of June 12
Swift: I occasionally see one over Havant leading me to assume that one pair is
still nesting here but on the evening of June 13 the single bird came over in the
dusk, followed at a short distance by six others in a tight flock - maybe the latter
are birds that will breed for the first time next year and are now checking out
potential nest sites (none of the usual screaming from these birds - perhaps an
indication that they could not see any 'desireable nest sites' worth shouting
about?)
Great Spotted Woodpecker: One was seen feeding on a road kill somewhere
in Hampshire on June 8 and the observer expresed surprise at this choice of food
but since then Mike Wearing has told us of seeing similar 'meat eating' by
Woodpeckers on the continent.
Wheatear: The presence of a female at Thorness Bay (north coast of Isle of
Wight) on June 12 suggests that these have started to move south as I am not
aware of any Wheatears breeding on the Island (or at least not on the north
coast) and there have been no reports of the species on the Island since a
Greenland bird was reported passing through at the Bembridge RSPB reserve on
May 23

Mistle Thrush: A pair with five juveniles was seen on the Gipsies Plain (south of
Havant Thicket) on June 11
Firecrest: See my diary entry for June 12 for my description of what I think was
Firecrest song heard in the Fishbourne area near Chichester that day
Marsh Tit: It is not too many years since Willow Tits bred in Stansted Forest they are no longer to be found there and Marsh Tit numbers have also declined
but at least one Marsh Tit was still there on June 8
Tree Creeper: One seen in Stansted Forest on June 8 carrying food for young.
Golden Oriole: Another late arrival in southern England was heard singing at
Sandwich Bay on June 12 before flying on north.
Carrion Crow: The regular flock in the Weston Shore area of Southampton
Water numbered 160 on June 13 - last year there were 250 there in August and
in 2005 there were 320 in October
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Southern Hawker: First for the year was in Stansted Forest on June 8 these are not usually seen until nearer the end of June
Brown Hawker: First of year at Rye Harbour on June 13
Gold Ringed Dragonfly: Another local first for the year with one at the
Hookheath nature reserve by the Wallington River (north foot of
Portsdown) on June 3
Red Veined Darter: These long distance migrants might be seen
anywhere and one was seen on June 7 near Nelson's monument at the
west end of Portsdown
Butterflies
30 species reported this week
Small Skipper: First of the year seen on June 7 in the Folkestone area
with one at Dungeness on June 9
Clouded Yellow: A pristine male seen on the north Kent coast on June 11
was the fifteenth report for this year and was probably a newly arrived
migrant but Clouded Yellows have now established several resident
breeding colonies in southern England (particularly in Dorset) and this
might be an emergence from such a colony in Kent (if there is one!)
Purple Hairstreak: First of year at Pulborough Brooks on June 6 - the
report said .. "A beautiful male Purple Hairstreak was a very welcome
visitor to our centre at RSPB Pulborough Brooks on during our Springwatch

event. The butterfly flew through our open doors and settled on our picture
window, before we gently escorted it off the premises and onto a nearby
oak tree. Lots of people managed to get great close up views of a butterfly
which I've only seen fluttering around high up in the tree canopy before."
White Hairstreak: One seen at the IBM site at North Harbour in
Portsmouth on June 7 was first for the year and especially pleasing since
IBM have relinguished control of this site and the new management has
abandoned the wildlife friendly approach to site management.
Duke of Burgundy: Five were still on the wing at the late date of June 11
at a private site on the Sussex Downs
Painted Lady: On June 5 an observer on the Cote D'Azur in southern
France noted thousands more coming across the Mediterranean and by
June 8 this second wave had begun to reach southern England with 25+ at
Portland
Comma: One seen at Fishbourne near Chichester on June 13 was the first
to be reported anywhere since May 31and was probably the first of this
summer's new brood rather than a survivor of last year's generation
Dark Green Fritillary: Definitely the first of the year was seen in the
Windover Hill area north of Eastbourne on June 11
Marbled White: The first for Sussex was in the Shoreham area on June
10 (one had been seen at Magdalen Hill Down in Hampshire on June 4)
Ringlet: First for the year seen in Rewell Wood near Arundel on June 10
Moths
Gold Swift (0016 Hepialus hecta): First seen at Bordon in east
Hampshire on June 5
Eudonia pallida (1336): First in the Thanet area of Kent on June 10
Pyla fusca (1451): First of the year at Bordon in east Hampshire on June
5
Figure of Eighty (1654 Tethea ocularis): First at Dungeness on June 9
Satin Lutestring (1656 Tetheella fluctuosa): First of the year at
Bordon in east Hampshire on June 5
Grey Pine Carpet (1768 Thera obeliscata): First of the year at Bordon
in east Hampshire on June 5
Currant Pug (1832 Eupithecia assimilata): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 10

Narrow-winged Pug (1846 Eupithecia nanata angusta): First at
Portland on June 11
Green Pug (1860 Pasiphila rectangulata): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 10
Rannoch Looper (1896 Itame brunneata): At least 8 more found in
Kent on June 9 and 10
Willow Beauty (1937 Peribatodes rhomboidaria): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on June 10
Mottled Beauty (1941 Alcis repandata): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 10
Pale Oak Beauty (1944 Serraca punctinalis): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on June 10
Bordered White (1954 Bupalus piniaria): First of the year at Bordon in
east Hampshire on June 5
Barred Red (1962 Hylaea fasciaria): First at Dungeness on June 9
(third record for the site)
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): Four
more records for the year list - two at Portland, one at Dungeness and
another somewhere in Sussex - all between June 7 and 10
Four-dotted Footman (2040 Cybosia mesomella): First for the year
(and fourth for the site) at Dungeness on June 7
Clouded Buff (2059 Diacrisia sannio): First in the New Forest near
Lymington on June 7
Water Ermine (2062 Spilosoma urticae): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 10
Scarlet Tiger (2068 Callimorpha dominula): First of year had been
seen at Eastbourne on June 1 but first for Hampshire were a pair mating on
a house door in Winchester on June 9
Shoulder-striped Wainscot (2205 Mythimna comma): First at
Dungeness on June 9
The Sycamore (2279 Acronicta aceris): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 10
Dusky Brocade (2330 Apamea remissa): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on June 10
Small Clouded Brindle (2331 Apamea unanimis): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on June 10

Middle-barred Minor (2340 Oligia fasciuncula): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on June 10
Rosy Marbled (2396 Elaphria venustula): First of the year at Bordon
in east Hampshire on June 5
Caterpillars: More than one report of Peacock larvae on nettles and a
curious find of some 50 Lackey Moth caterpillars on a Cherry Plum tree
beside the Hermitage Stream at Broadmarsh (Havant) on June 9 - the
curious feature being the presence of so many almost full grown
caterpillars in a tight cluster on one tree with no sign of them having eaten
any of the foliage and with no white larval tent to house them - see my
diary entry for June 9 for my theory of why this was as it was.
Other Insects
Scorpion Fly: First seen at Fishbourne near Chichester on June 13
Volucella pelluscens: First large hoverfly of the year in Botley Woods
near Fareham on June 12
Hornet: One seen in Thatcher's Copse near Titchfield Haven on June 9
Stag Beetle: Another male seen flying in my garden at dusk on June 13
Pea Weevil (Sitona lineatus): This pest of pea and bean crops had been
taken large chunks out of the leaves of the rare Sea Pea plants at Rye
Harbour on June 10
Nursery Tent Spider (Pisaura mirabilis): First tent seen in grass at
Fishbourne (Chichester) on June 13
PLANTS
Mare's Tail: A bigger than usual display of this in Fishbourne village pond near
Chichester on June 13 (the only other local site which I know of for this plant is
Aldsworth Pond north of Emsworth)
Opium Poppy: This started to flower around Havant on June 9
Dittander: The usual display of this plant (which does not occur in Hampshire)
will soon be seen at Fishbourne (Chichester) - on June 12 the first flowers were
about to open.
Rockrose: First report of this in flower from Oxenbourne Down (south of Butser
Hill) on June 8
Rose Campion (Lychnis coronaria): This is abundant on the sandy grass
south of the Hayling Golf Course and is probably flowering there now as garden
escape versions here in Havant were out on June 9

Common Orache: First sight of these plants in (or about to) flower at
Fishbourne on June 12
Bastard Toadflax: Worth looking for these 'stars in the grass' on Portsdown
after the first report of plants flowering at Durlston on June 9
Restharrow: First flowers seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds on June 9
Tufted Vetch: Flowering on the Broadmarsh Mountain on June 9 - first for year
Hairy Vetchling: This rarity, which has its only known Hampshire site on the
Broadmarsh Mountain, had some 13 plants in flower on June 9
White Melilot: First flowers seen in June 9 beside the railline just west of the
Havant station signal box
Meadowsweet: First flowering at Fishbourne on June 12
Dropwort: Flowering on Portsdown on June 10 (west end of Compartment 9
roughly south of the Churchillian pub)
Hoary Willowherb: First flowers found on June 9
Enchanters Nightshade: Flowering at Durlston on June 8 and should be out in
shady places everywhere now (there is a mass of these plants at Hurstwood in
Waterlooville) - seen in Southleigh Forest area north of Emsworth on June 12
Large Flowered Evening Primrose: First flower seen by the roadside at
Nutbourne (east or Emsworth) on June 12
Wild Celery: Flowering at Fishbourne on June 12
Fool's Water Cress: First flowering in Fishbourne village pond on June 13
Bog Pimpernel: This was flowering in the SSSI wet meadow at Warblington
Farm on June 3 and seen at a new site somewhere on the Gipsies Plain (south of
Havant Thicket) on the same day.
Hairy Bindweed (Calystegia pulchra): I was unaware of this species of
Bindweed until June 7 when Brian Fellows discovered a small cluster of perhaps 8
plants flowering by the roadside of Appledram Lane at Fishbourne (Chichester)
close to the Spiked Star of Bethlehem plants. I saw the plants for myself on June
12 but on June 13 both they and the Star of Bethlehem plants had been cut
down (the reason for cutting is not yet known - possibly the plants are protected
by an agreement not to clear the roadside vegetation until June?)
Thorn Apple: On June 9 one small plant had started to come up in a flower bed
immediately west of the Havant Rail Station building (south side) where plants
have grown in previous years (but have been eliminated as soon as the station
staff recognise the plant)

Black Nightshade: One very early plant with one flower open found at
Fishbourne on June 12
Blue Water Speedwell: One or two examples of what is thought to be the rare
pure form of this plant (and not the common hybrid form) were found flowering
at Fishbourne by Brian Fellows on June 11 and 13
Skullcap: The beautiful blue flowers of this were found at a regular site in
Emsworth (by the Lumley stream outside the Lumley road cottages) on June 11
Buddleia davidii: This common 'butterfly bush' started to flower here in Havant
on June 10
Common Valerian: First report of this in flower come from Oxenbourne Down
(Butser Hill) on June 8
Hedge Bedstraw: First flowers seen in Stansted Forest on June 8
Bristly Ox-tongue: Flowering in more than one place around Havant on June 9
Perennial Sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis): One plant in flower at Broadmarsh
on June 9
Narrow-leaved Waterplantain: First flowers seen on June 8 beside the
Westbrook Stream in Emsworth (along the course of which this plant is
spreading)
Spiked Star-of-Bethlehem: Plants at the north end of Appledram Lane at
Fishbourne (Chichester) were well out when Brian Fellows saw them on June 9
(see http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm entries for June
10 and 11). I understand from Brian that the largest number of spikes found here
in previous years was 48 but this year there was a massive increase to the 83
spikes I found on June 12 (the day before the plants were all cut down - see
entry above for Hairy Bindweed)
Stinking Iris: Flowers out at Durlston on June 10
Greater Butterfly Orchid: First report of flowers from Oxenbourne Down
(Butser Hill) on June 8
Lesser Butterfly Orchid: Flowering in the New Forest on May 31
Common Spotted Orchid: An estimated count of 5000 plants seen in the
Botley Woods north of Fareham on June 12
OTHER WILDLIFE
Otter: Three were seen on the deck of a boat moored in Christchurch Harbour
just before midnight on June 9 by a marine security patrol
Roe: The deer on north Hayling fields have at least one kid this year - on June
12 a Buck was seen with 2 does and a tiny kid following them with
difficulty.

Hare: A Havant Wildlife Group walk party saw one on the north face of
Portsdown as they were climbing the hill on Pigeon House Lane at the end of an
evening walk on June 10. Three were seen in the Folkestone area of Kent on
June 4
Pipistrelle: Until the evening of June 13 I had seen no bats in my Havant
garden despite some warm evenings but a Pipistrelle was feeding here on that
evening. On June 14 I was told of an unusual sighting recently near Stoughton
Church (head of Ems valley) - several people, none of the able to identify bats,
saw a bat hanging in full sight from a low branch of a tree, apparently
asleep and not disturbed by the noises made by the people crowded
round it.
Fungi: A troop of half a dozen what were assumed to be Dung Roundheads
seen on saline turf close to the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on June 12
(no obvious dung here where no cattle feed). Also this week I hear that the
'egg' of a second Stinkhorn is present in a Langstone garden where one came
up recently and was decapitated (probably by Foxes).
SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 - 7 (WEEK 22 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: One off Portland on June 4 and maybe the same bird in
the Solent off Titchfield Haven on June 5 (possibly both reports are of the bird
that was off Hayling Island on May 25 - both the Hampshire sightings were of a
bird in winter plumage)
Black-throated Diver: Two off the Dutch coast on June 5
Slavonian Grebe: The summer plumaged bird is still in the Exe estuary (Devon)
- seen June 3
Black-necked Grebe: Two summer plumaged birds at Paxton Pits (by the
Bedforshire Ouse on the Cambridgeshire border on May 31
Fulmar: One flew inland from the Titchfield Haven shore on June 5 - maybe
prospecting for inland nest sites like those seen in Sussex recently and noted in
my summary for Week 20
Bittern: Nothing new in a report of one booming in the Kent Stour Valley on
June 4 but one seen at Rye Harbour that day was I think unusual for Sussex at
this time of year
Great White Egret: June 1 brought two reports of one flying west along the
south coast - one seen from south Hayling and the other at Christchurch Harbour
(could they have been the same bird?). The bird seen at Christchurch was almost
certainly the one seen in the Poole Harbour area on June 3

Spoonbill: A juvenile seen flying east just north of Bognor on May 29 and two
newly arrived at Sandwich Bay on June 4
Mute Swan: A late hatching family appeared in Emsworth Harbour on June 2 - a
pair with four tiny cygnets. These may have come from the Little Deeps on
Thorney Island where a pair were present (with one sitting) on Apr 21 though I
could not be certain if they were there on May 19 (nothing to be seen of either
nest or sitting bird in the nest area which was then concealed by new growth
though there were three other adults at the east end of the Deeps) but they
could have come from the Northney marina saltings where a pair were nest
building on Apr 2 and one bird was sitting on May 20. So far there have been no
white plumaged ('Polish') cygnets in the Emsworth area but two out of six
cygnets in a family currently at the Oare Marshes in north Kent are of the Polish
type (no mention of their parents)
Shelduck: The adults will soon be leaving us for their moult area on the north
German shore and when they do go they will leave this years young in flocks with
one or two adults in charge of the young (most of which will not be their own
offspring). A first sign of this is reported from the Rye Bay area where a pair of
adults which had recently been seen with 7 ducklings (presumably their own)
were seen on June 1 to have suddenly acquired a flock of 21 ducklings
apparently all in their care (and with no other adults around). At Christchurch
Harbour there were still 24 adults on June 5 but no juveniles yet seen there
American Black Duck: This is a close relative of Mallard and is resident in
north America but occasionally reaches Britain and it seems that one has been on
Colliford Lake (Bodmin Moor in Cornwall) from May 24 to June 4 at least
Garganey: Quite a few are probably attempting to breed in southern England (I
have 108 reports for this year so far, coming from at least 19 sites) so a report of
a female with ducklings at Rye Harbour on June 4 is not surprising
Hooded Merganser: The young male which turned up at Weymouth in June
last year is still at Radipole but is no longer in the news as the consensus among
birders is that it is an escapee with no urge to do what a wild male might do - i.e.
go in search of a mate
Red Breasted Merganser: A first summer female seen off Titchfield Haven on
June 5 is the first to be reported since one was at the other end of the Solent (off
Barton) on May 11
Honey Buzzard: One seen going east over Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on June 2 and another going west over the Southwick area of
Brighton on June 3
Black Kite: One is reported to have flown south over the Blashford Lakes
(Ringwood) on May 31. This is the tenth bird to be reported over southern
England since May 5 and since (as far as I know!) Black Kites do not breed in
England I presume these have all come from the continent. This must increase

the likelihood that some if not all the many Red Kites currently being seen in
southern England (often heading north from the channel coast) have come from
the continent and are not just 'English' birds that have been on a day trip to the
south coast and are seen returning to (perhaps) Luton or Birmingham where
immigrants to this country like to settle!
Red Kite: Latest news of possible immigrant Red Kites comes from Bognor
where, on May 31, a group fo five were seen for some time closely enough to see
that none had wing tags and the only two had the rich red tails of adults, making
it likely that this was a family group. Another coastal sighting was of two heading
east over the Leigh Park area of Havant on June 1. Red Kite sightings now occur
daily in Hampshire and Sussex and a group studying the birds in southern
England is aware of at least 11 breeding pairs with nests in Hampshire (though
that is a probably only a small part of the total in the county)
Montagu's Harrier: A 'probable' was seen of the Creekmoor residential area of
Poole (north of Holes Bay and adjacent to Upton Heath) on May 31
Hobby: One spent a couple of hours chasing Swifts over the Leigh Park area of
Havant on the morning of June 1 (presumably failing to catch one).
Eleonora's Falcon: A report of one over Christchurch town area on May 31 has
not had any subsequent confirmation.
Peregrine: The four chicks in the nest on Chichester cathedral are thought to be
very close to fleding and are expected to feature in theTV Springwatch
programme during the coming week
Common Crane: Two flew south over Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire on May 31
(first report I know of since May 11 when one flew over Rye Harbour)
Oriental Pratincole: The bird which was a one day wonder at Pagham Harbour
north walls on May 28 made another one day appearance at Dungeness RSPB
reserve on June 3 (and I hear rumours that it may then have moved to north
Kent)
Little Ringed Plover: One seen at the Farlington 'Deeps' on May 31
Stilt Sandpiper: The report in last week's summary of a sighting in the Kent
Stour Valley on May 30 has been retracted - the observer now thinks he saw a
Curlew Sandpiper
Ruff: A single female (Reeve) was seen at the Oare Marshes (near Faversham
in Kent) on June 6
Woodcock: At least two were roding in Havant Thicket on May 31
Black-tailed Godwit: 10 seen at Pulborough Brooks on June 1 may have been
breeding birds still heading for Iceland but other flocks reported in Hampshire,
Dorset and the IoW this week are probably non-breeding birds of the Icelandic
race (e.g. 150+ in Poole Harbour, 32 in Christchurch Harbour, 45 at Farlington

Marshes, and 42 at Yarmouth on the IoW). The flocks in north Kent (at least 280
at Oare Marshes on June 5) are, I think, of the race which breeds in East Anglia
and across Europe but a recent sighting of one in north Kent wearing a colour
ring which was thought to identify it as an Icelandic bird threw doubt on my
assumption but it is now known that the ring concerned was fitted to a chick
hatched in East Anglia, suggesting that my idea that these birds in Kent are of
the European race is probably correct.
Whimbrel: Spring passage is drawing to an end for these birds - two passing
Portland on May 30 and 5 at Christchurch Harbour on June 5 may have been on
passage but singles at Farlington Marshes on June 3 and at Hook/Warsash on
June 6 may well have given up the race and settled here as non-breeders for the
summer
Green Sandpiper: One in the Kent Stour Valley on June 4 could be the first bird
on 'autumn passage' - that is suggested by the observer there and the same
thought entered my mind when I read of one at Avington (between Winchester
and Alresford) on June 2
Wood Sandpiper: One seen at Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire on May 31
Pomarine Skua: The annual 'Pom King' race between seawatchers at Selsey Bill
has been won by someone known as Sam Hill with a score of just 16 birds seen
this spring. The odd bird is still passing up Channel - one in the Seaford area on
June 3 and another off Hengistbury Head on June 6
Med Gull: 137 pairs are nesting on South Binness Island in Langstone Harbour,
exceeding the 90 pairs at Rye Harbour
Black-headed Gull: Some 5278 pairs are nesting on two of the RSPB Islands in
Langstone Harbour (with another 450 prs at the Oysterbeds) compared to just
1600 pairs at Rye Harbour (where the first chicks are already starting to fly)
Lesser Blackback: These are rare in Langstone and Chichester Harbours at this
time of year when compared to the many (mostly immature) Great Blackbacks
but at least one pair of Lessers were nesting on the Langstone RSPB Islands
until a Chinook helicopter recently made a low pass over the islands. The pair
(named after ruthless Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and her husband Dennis,
and famed for their predation of eggs and chicks belonging to other species)
survived the airborne attack and may re-nest.
Herring Gull: Horsham has joined the list of inland towns where these gulls nest
on roof tops - one pair has already raised two chicks and four other birds have
been showing interest in nesting there.
Glaucous Gull: The Newlyn Harbour bird in Cornwall was still there on June 4
Gull-billed Tern: One seen flying west in the Keyhaven area (Lymington) on
June 4 may be the same bird that was at Topsham in Devon on May 23 and so
may be seen again.

Sandwich Tern: 153 pairs were nesting on South Binness in Langstone Harbour
until the high tides at the end of May washed out many of their nests
Roseate Tern: Two have been seen at Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour on
May 29, 31 and June 2 and one was in the Hurst area near Lymington on June 1
but all these may now have moved on as Dungeness reported 2 on June 4 and 1
on June 5
Common Tern: 93 pairs nesting on the Langstone RSPB islands
Arctic Tern: We may not see many of these on our south coast but a Dutch site
reported the passage of 1125 on June 5
Little Tern: Despite the failure of any of these to nest at the Hayling Oysterbeds
this year around 35 pairs are nesting on the RSPB Islands out in Langstone
Harbour
Black Tern: At least 12 and maybe 15 were seen briefly in a loose flock off
Titchfield Haven on June 2
Little Owl: These are often difficult to see when they are breeding but suddenly
appear when their chicks have fledged and this weeks reports reflect this with
more than one report of e.g. Owls perched on telegraph poles well before dusk
but there are also reports saying that these Owls cannot be found in traditional
sites and asking if the species is in decline...
Nightjar: Five were detected during an evening visit to Havant Thicket on May
31
Kingfisher: A breeding pair can rear up to three broods, each of up to 7 young,
each summer, While the young are in the nest they are well fed by their parents
but as soon as they can fly and leave the nest their parents chase them out of
their territory without any fishing lessons. This permits the adults to get one with
raising the next brood but also means that many of the juveniles soon die from
starvation, drowning or flying into things - if you do come across a corpse at this
time of the year the feet and bill will show if it is an adult (bright orange feet and
black-tipped bill) or a juvenile (black feet and white tip to the bill). The reason for
these remarks is that a single Kingfisher unexpectedly appeared at Christchurch
Harbour on June 1- I suspect this was a juvenile which had, against the odds,
made its way down river to the harbour (adults would not normally reach the
coast until September when their breeding season is over)
Red-rumped Swallow: One was seen on June 2 at the west end of Portsdown
near the M27 Fareham junction (it was reported over Pook Lane which runs
parallel to the north side of the M27 from this juction to the A32). Another was
reported on June 4 in The Lizard area of Cornwall
House Martin: Lawrence Holloway has been to Stansted House and failed to
detect a single active nest there on June 6 - he also says that there are no pairs
nesting on the tall buildings in East Street at Chichester this year

Nightingale: One was unexpectedly heard singing in the Havant Thicket area on
the evening of May 31 - possibly a failed breeder elsewhere which had come here
in search of a new mate (this is the first time I have heard of Nightingale song
in Havant Thicket though the Inhurst and Outhurst woods were once a hot spot
for them further west where most of the woodland was cut to build the A3M and
to build the new housing which now lines the west side to the A3M)
Black-eared Wheatear: One was seen and photographed on St Agnes in the
Scillies on June 2 and 3
Greenish Warbler: One seen and heard siging near Brixham in Devon on June
5
Golden Oriole: One singing on St Mary's (Scillies) on June 4, one singing at
Reculver (north Kent) on June 5 before flying on north and another joining the
dawn chorus in the hamlet of Plastow Green in Hampshire (north of Kingsclere
and close to the Berkshire border) on June 5
Starlings: Small flocks of these can be seen almost anywhere now that the
young are out of their nest but the first report of a large flock (around 500)
comes from the Oare Marshes in north Kent - adults and young emerged from a
reedbed roost there at dawn on June 6
Corn Bunting: Another local sighting by Brian Fellows on June 5 in the
Funtington area west Chichester. His bird was in the fields between the MoD site
by the road west of Funtington and Racton Park Farm.
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Broad Bodied Chaser: I was pleased to see one by the pond close to
Park Road South (opposite Solent Road) on June 1 and on June 4 Brian
Fellows had one at Brook Meadow in Emsworth (first of year was out on
Apr 19 near Rye)
Scarce Chaser: Several were out at Woods Mill in the Sussex Adur valley
on June 3 (first of year) and others were seen in the New Forest on June 4
Common Darter: The first were seen on June 4 at both Rye Harbour and
Durlston
Banded Demoiselle: One male was seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth
on June 1 after a single female had ben reported there on May 23
Beautiful Demoiselle: John Goodspeed reports masses of these seen at
the Hookheath Nature Reserve (by the Wallington River at the north foot of
Portsdown) on June 2
Butterflies

31 species reported during the week, including the first Marbled White and
Heath Fritillary
Clouded Yellow: A few of these migrants have arrived with the Clouded
Yellows and one was seen in Clanfield (north of Waterlooville) on May 22
(the second earliest I know of in our area after one seen at Magdalen Hill
Down near Winchester on May 11). Since May 22 I have heard of 14 more
up to May 30 and on June 1 a female was seen in Gosport
Small Blue: A good count of 75 at Martin Down on May 30 was followed
by signs that the species is spreading - on June 4 one was found at Hurst
Castle in the Solent and on June 6 a newly created butterfly garden at a
school in Brighton had a female seen egglaying
Silver Studded Blue: The first had been seen on Stedham Common near
Midhurst on May 29 and they have now appeared at two places in the New
Forest area
Adonis Blue: Although these have been on the wing since Apr 29 and a
couple of sites had counts of 60 and 100+ on May 20 and 24 there have
been no reports from Old Winchester Hill until June 1 when just one male
was seen
Painted Lady: Although the great majority have moved on north by now
there were stiil around 500 to be seen in the Pevensey Levels area east of
Eastbourne on June 1
Small Tortoiseshell: Although I had recorded 68 reports of this
'endangered species' up to the end of April I only saw seven reports in May
but a cluster of eight reports over three days from June 2 to 4 hopefully
indicates that this year's new generation are starting to appear - best
report was of 10 fresh individuals seen at Barcombe Mills near Lewes on
June 2
Heath Fritillary: Around 40 were seen in the Blean Woods at Canterbury
on June 6
Marbled White: First for the year was seen at Magdalen Hill Down
(Winchester) on June 4
Meadow Brown: This common species is normally on the wing well
before the end of May and with so many people reporting their sightings on
the Hampshire and Sussex Butterfly Conservation websites I am very
surprised that I am only aware of two sightings in May this year (One near
Lymington on May 29 and two seen at Newtown Harbour on the IoW by
Brian Fellows on May 30).
Moths

Ghost Moth (0014 Hepialus humuli): An evening walk on the Sussex
Downs near Brighton came on a group of 6 forming a 'lek' around a gorse
bush - first for year
Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet (0171 Zygaena lonicerae): First
seen in Gosport are on May 31
Syncopacma polychromella (0850 ): One in a garden moth trap in the
lower Avon valley near Christchurch on June 2 was a first for Dorset (and
prior to this year there had only been two British records - one in 1952 and
the other in 1999). This species comes, like the Painted Lady, from north
Africa and I gather there has been a cluster of reports from the west
country in the past few days)
Pseudargyrotosa conwagana (1011): First on Mill Hill at Shoreham on
June 3
Green Oak Tortrix (1033 Tortrix viridana): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 30
Epinotia bilunana (1133): First at Mill Hill Shoreham on June 3
Bramble-shoot Moth (1175 Epiblema uddmanniana): First at Mill Hill
Shoreham on June 3
Crambus lathoniellus (1301): First in Brighton on June 6
Crambus perlella (1302): First in Brighton on June 6
Scoparia pyralella (1333): First at Ringmer near Lewes on May 30
Small China-mark (1354 Cataclysta lemnata): First in Brighton on
June 6
Dark Bordered Pearl (1356a Evergestis limbata): First in Brighton on
June 5
Udea olivalis (1392): First at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on June 3
Stenoptilia pterodactyla (1509): First in Brighton on June 6
Peach Blossom (1652 Thyatira batis): First at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on
June 3
Lesser Cream Wave (1692 Scopula immutata): First seen by day on
Park Hill near Goodwood Race Course on May 31 (I may have the wrong
species as this was reported as Small Cream Wave and it could have
been a Dwarf Cream Wave)
Yellow Shell (1742 Camptogramma bilineata): First at Magdalen Hill
Down, Winchester, on June 4

Pine Carpet (1767 Thera firmata): First at Ringmer near Lewes on May
30
Netted Pug (1823 Eupithecia venosata): First in Brighton on June 5
Rannoch Looper (1896 Itame brunneata): First of year was in the
Thanet area of Kent (where it appears as a migrant in most years) on May
29 and at least four had been found there by June 1 when one also turned
up at Portland (first for site and first for Dorset), followed by half a dozen
separate finds in Sussex. This moth is resident in Scotland and occasionally
moves south to be found along the east coast and it is very rarely seen
along the south coast (though I see one was recorded at Bentley Woods
west of Stockbridge in 1946
Scorched Wing (1904 Plagodis dolabraria): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 30
Privet Hawkmoth (1976 Sphinx ligustri): First was moth of the day at
Durlston on June 2
Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Six reports so far this year - the first near
Eastbourne on May 15 and the latest is of two in a garden at Alresford near
Winchester on June 3
Scarlet Tiger (2068 Callimorpha dominula): First emerged in an
Eastbourne town garden on June 1
Heart and Club (2088 Agrotis clavis): First in Brighton on June 5
Setaceous Hebrew Character (2126 Xestia c-nigrum): First in
Brighton on June 5
Dog's Tooth (2159 Lacanobia suasa): First in the Thanet area of Kent
on June 5
White Spot (2172 Hadena albimacula): First seen on May 28 around
its larval foodplant (Nottingham Catchfly) at Browndown near Gosport
The Delicate (2195 Mythimna vitellina): A very early find of this
migrant was made in Gosport back on Mar 22
Mottled Rustic (2387 Caradrina morpheus): First at Ringmer, Lewes,
on May 30
Caterpillars: An impressive full grown green Emperor Moth caterpillar
was found on heather in the New Forest on June 2 and the first Mullein
Moth caterpillar was seen on a Great Mullein plant in Brighton on June 5
Other Insects
Short-haired bumble-bee (Bombus subterraneus): This species,
which is now extinct in Brtain, is to be re-introduced to Romney Marshes in

Britain in 2010 from New Zealand where it was imported from Britain to
fertilise Red Clover (also taken from Britain as a fodder crop but which had
no natural fertilising insect in New Zealand)
Glow-worm: First report is of a single seen inHavant Thicket on the
evening of June 3
PLANTS
Mousetail: Flowering at Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight on May 30
Water Cress: First flowers at Warblington Farm on June 3
Perforate St Johns Wort: Found flowering on Thorney Island on June 3
Corn Cockle: At least one plant started to flower on Brook Meadow in Emsworth
on June 4 - presumably a garden escape as this was not an area where
wildflower seed was deliberately sown.
Bog Stitchwort: First flowers seen at a regular site beside the eastern stream of
Warblington Farm on June 3
Dyer's Greenweed: First flowers seen at Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight
on May 30
Yellow Vetch: First flowers seen at Camber Castle on Rye Bay on May 31
Sea Clover (Trifolium squamosum): This new plant for the 10 Km square SU
70 has suddenly appeared in large numbers in the south-west most field of
Warblington Farm adjacent to Nore Barn wood at Emsworth. On June 3 I found a
couple of large clumps from which specimens have subsequently been confirmed
as Sea Clover by Martin Rand (south Hants plant recorder) and on June 6 Brian
Fellows spent some time in the field and found three times as many plants as I
saw.
Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea: First flower seen on June 1 outside the Havant
multi-storey carpark
American and Square-stalked Willowherbs: A number of Willowherbs which
to my eyes looked like Square-stalked Willowherb have appeared in Havant
recently and on June 6 I cracked the id problem when I looked at the plant stems
under a microscope. The American species has a noticeable number of
glandular hairs at the top of the stem and on the flowers and has no ridges on its
round stems. Square-stalked has no glandular hairs and does have ridges
running down the stem.
Common Lime: These trees were in flower in Havant on June 1

Pale Persicaria: Flowering at Warblington Farm on June 3
Brookweed: Flowering in the marshy SSSI at Warblington Farm on June 3
Bog Pimpernel: Flowering in the marshy SSSI at Warblington Farm on June 3
Sea Milkwort: Flowering in the marshy SSSI at Warblington Farm on June 3
Large Bindweed: First flowers seen in Emsworth on June 4
Lesser Snapdragon aka Weasels Snout (Misopates orontium): Many
plants flowering at the New Lane allotments in Havant in a Potato patch on June
6 (with no need to weed around these plants the Snapdragon thrives)
Hybrid Water Speedwell: First flowers at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on June
4
Sea Plantain: First flowers in wet areas of Warblington Farm on June 6
Marsh Valerian: More plants than usual beside the eastern stream on
Warblington Farm but when I first saw them on June 3 the flowers had all gone
to seed
Scented Mayweed: First flowers found at Warblington Farm on June 3
Corn Chamomile look-alike (Anthemis austriaca): This had started to
flower on June 3 in the area of the Warblington Cemtery extension where
wildflower seed has been sown
Marsh Cudweed: Starting to 'flower' at Warblington Farm on June 3
Marsh Thistle: One or two flowers starting to open at Warblington Farm on
June 3
Creeping Thistle: Flowering in Emsworth on June 6
Milk Thistle: First of year was a single flower at the Hayling Oysterbeds on June
2
Wall Lettuce: Flowering on the walls outside Homewell House in Havant on
June 1
Smooth Hawksbeard: Coming into flower from June 1
Southern Marsh Orchid: On June 3 I counted 230 flowering spikes in the
Warblington Farm SSSI (where in the past I have had as many as 800). I also

read that the only known cluster of plants near Pegwell Bay in Kent have been
dug up and removed (presumably to die in some garden where the soil and
fungus are not suitable)
Arrowgrass: Both Marsh and Sea Arrowgrass were flowering in the
Warblington Farm SSSI on June 3
OTHER WILDLIFE
Surprisingly, nothing to report this week
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 1 - 7 (WEEK 22 OF 2009
Sat 6 June
Weasel's Snout among the potatoes
A short cycle ride this evening took me down to Langstone Pond to confirm that
the Little Egrets have not yet fledged and left the site - with a strong chill wind
blowing into the nest trees all I could see was that parent birds were sitting tight
on the few nests that are not completely hidden by the leaves of the trees - I
assume they were keeping young warm. A Cetti's Warbler sang strongly and I
noted that Lax Sea-lavender had put up its flowering branches though I could
not detect any flowers
Coming back up the Billy Trail I continued to its end and over the New Lane level
crossing for a brief look at the New Lane allotments where, to my delight, I found
many flowering plants of Weasel's Snout (Misopates orontium) in an
unweeded potato patch at the north end of the allotments, right by the roadside.
Also seen here were both Field and Large Bindweed - the first I have seen of
either - and a Willowherb with club-shaped stigmas. I have recently found
several plants with clube stigmas and with leaves suggestive of Square-stalked
but with no discernible stem ridges. Under the microscope these have many
glandular hairs on the upper parts of the plant and are American Willowherb
but tonight's specimen had not glandular hairs and did have faint ridges showing
it is Square-stalked. Looking at it I learnt that the ridges originate from the
bases of each pair of stem leaves, but that 'base' is not below the mid-rib of a
leaf but a quarter way round the stem (below a point where there are no leaves
above) where the 'sheaths' of the two leaves separate from the stem and curve
up to the leaves.
I then made a circuit of the Eastern Road cemetery where Self-heal and
Meadow Vetchling are in flower and the plants of the 'wildflower seed' sowing
are growing (but none yet in flower). Common Fumitory was flowering on the
earth tip in a wooden frame (imported top soil?) and on my way home the
Pellitory of the Wall was flourishing against the foot of the wall of the
abandoned Wessex Plant building.
Around mid-day today I saw a single Swift zooming around the houses centred
on Manor Close (as I have done occasionally during the past week) and I have
assumed this to be a nesting bird coming off the nest for a quick meal. Today,

however, I had one glimpse of this bird flying up to the apex of the gable end of
one of the houses in Fairfield Road as if prospecting for a nest entrance. The bird
did not stop there and may have been chasing a tasty insect but June is
supposed to be the time when young (two year old) Swifts look for potential
nest sites that they hope to use when they breed next year - they are supposed
to do this in 'screaming parties' but there is no reason why an opportunistic bird
should not investigate on its own without being in a crowd of 'giggling teenagers'.
Mon 1 June
Palm tree flowering in Havant
My walk around Havant to start a new plant list for a new month found an
appropriate sign of the time in Grove Road where one of the Palm trees (not
sure of the species) was in full flower. More usual was a single Bee Orchid
flowering in the rough grass that goes for the gardens of several houses in
Juniper Square but the only notable new finds of the day were Smooth
Hawksbeard now starting to flower, Wall Lettuce with flowers on the wall
outside Homewell House, and just one flower on the Brackish Water Crowfoot
(R. baudotii) which has sneaked up in the Homewell Spring without being taken
out by the guardians of the new Homewell housing development
SUMMARY FOR MAY 18 - 24 (WEEK 20 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Slavonian Grebe: One could still be seen at the Dungeness RSPB reserve in its
full summer plumage on May 15.
Fulmar: These continue to increase in number as breeding birds on the south
coast and a shortage of available cliff nest sites seems to be causing the birds to
prospect for places to nest on buildings here in the south as they do in the north
of England. A report on the SOS website on May 16 of one apparently
prospecting for a site in the middle of Seaford town brought several further
observations of similar activity in various Sussex towns. (I am not aware of any
record of nesting on buildings in Sussex so far)
Cory's Shearwater: Two 'probables' were seen on the Devon coast on May 17
Sooty Shearwater: First report of this species for the current year is of one on
Poole Bay on May 17
Manx Shearwater: Large number seen off both Devon and Cornwall this week
with a max of an estimated 1200 at Sennen on the Cornish coast on May 18
(Devon had 1182 off Berry Head on May 19)
Balearic Shearwater: Reported at Portland on five days this week with a peak
count of 4 on May 19

Storm Petrel: Seen off the Devon and Cornish shores on May 17, 18 and 19
with peak counts of 21 at Newquay in Cornwall on May 17 and 15 off Berry Head
in Devon on May 18
Little Bittern: The female which has been on St Mary's (Scillies) since May 11
was still there on May 18
Little Egret: Both sound and sight suggested that several young had hatched in
the trees at Langstone Mill Pond on May 20 but there was no definite evidence
Purple Heron: These have been reported at several Dutch sites since Mar 13
and fifteen were reported at one site on Apr 30. On May 17 the first to be
reported in Britain this year flew in from the east at Dungeness on May 17 and
'continued inland'.
Spoonbill: On May 17 two were seen at the Exe estuary in Devon and on May
21 four were briefly at Titchfield Haven with another report of four over
Dungeness on May 22
Brent Goose: 9 seen at Stoke Bay on the West Hayling shore on May 19 were
almost certainly intending to spend the summer in Langstone Harbour but on that
day 13 flew east out to sea from the Norfolk coast while a total of 105 went north
over a Dutch site on May 20. That was not the last sighting as another Dutch site
had 269 going north on May 23
Velvet Scoter: One was seen among 200 Common Scoter passing Selsey Bill
on May 20
Honey Buzzard: On May 20 a 'probable' flew high over Southampton city centre
and on May 22 Lee Evans watched a pair in the New Forest, commenting that ..
"both birds appeared to already be paired up and rather than displaying, were
engaged in mainly low feeding exercises just above the canopy of the trees". I
found this puzzling as I have always understood that Honey Buzzards were
ground feeders, digging out nests of wasps and some bee species to eat the
grubs - do they also catch and eat adult insects on the wing?
Black Kite: On May 17 one was seen over Bodmin Moor in Cornwall and on May
20 one flew in from the sea at Dungeness and continued west
Marsh Harrier: A female was hunting over the Fishlake Meadows by the River
Test just north of Romsey on May 21 and another arrived in this country on May
22, seen over Christchurch Harbour
Hen Harrier: A late bird was over Littlesea at Weymouth on May 20 - the first
seen in southern England since Apr 28
Montagu's Harrier: Two Hoslist messages from Lee Evans this week revealed a
couple of things that I did not know about this species - firstly that there are at
least 27 pairs breeding in the UK this year and secondly that they like to breed in
small groups close to others of the same species

Quail: One on St Mary's in the Scillies on May 19 was the third report from
southern England this summer - the first was at Titchfield Haven on May 13 and
the second in Kent (Thanet) on May 14. Latest news is of one calling in the Adur
valley (near Coombes Farm where the river cuts through the Downs) on May 23
Black-winged Pratincole: The bird which was first seen in the Kent Stour
valley on May 8 was still there on May 18
Lapwing: I was surprised and pleased to hear that a pair was present on
Westbourne Common (the pony fields north of Westbourne village in the Ems
Valley) on May 21. This species has almost entirely ceased to breed in south east
Hampshire. There may still be one or two pairs at Farlington Marshes (but Foxes
take almost all the eggs laid there) and up to a dozen pairs still nest on the
Gipsies Plain (south side of Havant Thicket) but I am not aware of any other
attempts at breeding in the Havant area.
Western Sandpiper: The bird which was in the Dawlish area of Devon from
May 3 to 8 seems to have been still there on May 24 - its photo was taken by one
Ivan Lakin on May 17 (is this the Ivan Lakin who once lived in Cosham?)
Little Stint: One at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) on May 17 and 18
Purple Sandpiper: Two seen at Southsea Castle on May 17 and again on May
20
Pomarine Skua: Small numbers (max 5) at various south coast sites on May 17,
18, 19, 20 and 22 but the big numbers are still being seen heading across
northern Britain along the line of the English/Scottish border with 57 recorded
going north east over Bowness on Solway on May 19
Long-tailed Skua: Four went north east over Bowness on Solway on May 19
when just one was seen passing Dawlish in Devon
Med Gull: 90 pairs are currently breeding at Rye Harbour along with 1600 pairs
of Black-headed and 500 pairs of Sandwich Tern
Common Gull: A pair in the Keyhaven area of the Lymington Marshes was an
unusual sight on May 17 when all other Common Gulls have left the south coast
to breed in northern England and Scotland. A few Common Gulls breed in south
east England but until this report I have not come across any breeding attempts
west of East Sussex so this pair at Keyhaven may be making a significant
extension to the breeding range of the species. Last year at this time I wrote the
following in my summary for the week from June 9 to 15 ...
A photo on the Rye Bay website showing a pair of Common Gulls mating at
Rye Harbour on June 9 led me to check how many pairs of this species nest in
southern Britain and I find that my previous impression that virtually none nest in
England south of the counties adjacent to the Scottish border is more or less
correct. The latest seabird survey in the years 1998 to 2002 discovered 6 pairs in
north Norfolk, 20 pairs in Suffolk and 11 at Dungeness in Kent. Older sources

speak of breeding at Anglesey in Wales from 1963 onwards and a survey in 196970 found one pair in East Sussex. The Rye Harbour pair in the current photo may
have mated but have not yet built a nest so I think that my impression that you
have to go to Scotland to see Common Gull nests is still more or less correct.
Gull-billed Tern: One seen at Topsham in Devon on May 23
Roseate Tern: A bird in full summer plumage was at Titchfield Haven on May 20
(not sure if this is a new arrival or one that has been there since May 11) and two
were there on May 21
Little Tern: Still no sign of any attempting to breed at the Hayling Oysterbeds on May 19 Brian Fellows saw one land on the nest island carrying a fish in its
beak as if intending to present it to a mate but, seeing there were no other Little
Terns there, it flew off again after a few seconds.
White-winged Black Tern: First report of this species for the year comes from
a Dutch site on May 23
Turtle Dove: Brian Fellows has been lucky enough to see single Turtle Doves
at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on May 13, 14 and 19 - the birds have been heard
to sing but there has been no sign of a second bird and the one seen on May 19
could not be re-found on May 20
Ring-necked Parakeet: One flying low over the Paulsgrove housing estate
(southern foot of Portsdown) on May 21 is likely to have been an escape from
captivity
Barn Owl: When I was at North Common (Hayling) on May 20 the small owl box
near the entrance to this open space had seemingly fresh white splashes on its
roof as if it was currently being used as a perch. If a pair are present they are
probably using a larger owl box recently erected in another part of the open
space area.
Nightjar: On the evening of May 22 a pair in the New Forest were not only
heard and seen in the air but were also seen to land and then mate on the
ground.
Swift: Birds are showing signs of intending to nest in both Emsworth and
Havant. On May 20 at least three birds spent an hour or more circling over the
houses in Manor Close, Havant, and in Emsworth on that day seven birds were
screaming around the house tops - some birds have been seen in both areas on
other recent days.
Pallid Swift: One has been seen well over St Mary's in the Scillies from May 17
to 19 at least
Bee-eater: First report for this year is of a party of six at Rodden Hive (by The
Fleet north of Weymouth) on May 20. This has been followed on May 23 by a
sighting of one going west across Culver Down from the Bembridge Foreland on
the Isle of Wight

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: One reason for the diminishing number of these
birds is revealed in an observation from Partridge Green near Horsham in Sussex.
The observer had found the nest of a pair of Lesser Spots but on Apr 28
(shortly after the young had hatched) he saw that the entrance hole had been
enlarged and he watched a Great Spot emerge after eating the young of the
Lessers. The fact that Lessers chose habitat of the type also favoured by
Greaters is emphasised in another report from the New Forest were a Lesser
was seen drumming on a branch with a Great Spot also drumming only four
feet away on the same branch
Red-rumped Swallow: One arrived at Dungeness on May 16 and maybe the
same bird was seen in the Thanet area of Kent on May 18. In the Scillies two
were seen on St Mary's on May 18 with one seen there on May 19. On May 23
there were two independent sightings in the Eastleigh area north of Southampton
House Martin: Scolt Head on the Norfolk coast reported 2112 flying west
(presumably newly arriving in Britain) on May 19. On May 20 I was delighted to
have a party of 7 low over my garden and to see them flying up to inspect the
eaves of my house and my neighbour's - they did not stay on this occasion and it
is some 30 years since they did nest on my house but today's observation shows
that they could return. On May 21 some were still in the area and one was seen
checking out the eaves of a block of flats opposite the Havant Post Sorting Office
in Beechworth Road.
Wheatear: These are already feeding young in nests at Rye Harbour and this
makes be wonder if any are nesting in Hampshire this year (as recently as 1993
the Hampshire Bird Report estimated up to 25 pairs were breeding in the county).
At least one pair seems to have been still breeding here up to 2005 but no
evidence of breeding was reported in 2006 and in 2007 the only evidence was a
sighting of two juveniles on one date in July (no proof that they nested here) and
last year I came across no reports of the species in the county between Apr 22
and Aug 6 (though I would not expect evidence of breeding to be made public)
Marsh Warbler: One was trapped and ringed at Abbotsbury In Dorset on May
23 - first for this year.
Spotted Flycatcher: This week has brought a peak of this species' arrival in
Britain with 9 at Portland and 6 at Pagham North Walls on May 21 and more than
9 at Christchurch Harbour on May 22
Golden Oriole: On May 19 one was heard singing outside the Mermaid pub on
Portland and on May 20 several excellent photos were taken of a male in flight
around the observatory there. On May 22 there was a brief probable sighting of
one at the Sainsbury's store at Hedge End near Southampton.
Red-backed Shrike: One had been seen on the north Kent coast on Apr 25 but
the only other sighting so far is of two in Belgium on May 23

Woodchat Shrike: No reports from The Scillies or Cornwall since May 16 but
one was at Portland on May 23 and 24 with a separate bird at the Dancing Ledge
of the Purbeck coast on May 23
Starling: The first juveniles were out of their nests in the Christchurch Harbour
area ( and elsewhere ) on May 22 and a small group of them flew over my house
on May 24
House Sparrow: Juveniles out of the nest were being fed in Brian Fellows'
Emsworth garden on May 19
Corn Bunting: Up to 25 are currently resident/breeding at Martin Down in
Hampshire (but near Salisbury) and more than 10 were singing on Tarrant
Rushton airfield in Dorset on May 22. On May 20 Kevin Stouse heard two singing
on the Chidham penninsula (east of Thorney Island) in the same place that two
were reported singing on Apr 18 (SU 791043 where a footpath coming across the
fields meets Steels Lane where it makes a right angle bend just north of
Middleton Farm)
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Emperor Dragonfly: First report of this species comes from Rye Harbour
where the empty cases of 36 larvae were found on May 22
Black-tailed Skimmer: Rye Harbour also has the first report of these
with 4 empty cases found on May 22
Banded Demoiselle: The first report of this comes from Brook Meadow in
Emsworth were a female was seen on May 23
White-legged Damselfly: First report comes from Iden near Rye where
one was photographed on May 22 (the report adds that a recent guide
book suggesst re-naming this species as Blue Featherleg)
Other species getting a mention this week are Downy Emerald, Four-spotted
Chaser, Large Red Damsel, Azure, Common Blue and Blue-tailed
Damsels plus Red-eyed and Variable Damsels showing that the Dragonfly
season is now under way.
Butterflies
26 species reported so far this week with only one newcomer (Small Pearlbordered Fritillary) and a significant increase in Painted Lady migrants
Small Blue: A good count of 50 at a quarry in the Newhaven area on May
22
Common Blue: An estimated 50 were flying at Cissbury Ring, north of
Worthing, on May 20
Adonis Blue: 60 were seen on Mill Hill at Shoreham on May 20

Holly Blue: The appearance of one (maybe two) in my garden on May 24
after not seeing one since May 11 was a pleasant surprise
Duke of Burgundy: 75 were seen at Porton Down (north of the A30
about 10km north east of Salisbury) on an unpropitious windy day (May 16)
and among 22 seen at an un-named Sussex site on May 19 was one
nectaring on Common Spotted Orchid (a previously un-recorded food plant
for adults of the species)
Red Admiral: The appearance of 3 at Portland on May 21 and others at
Durlston on May 23 suggests that these are migrants coming to us with the
Painted Ladies and Silver Y moths
Painted Lady: At least 21 reports in the past week show that more
migrants are now reaching England. On May 21 the count at Portland was
over 100 following news from an observer in the Brussels area on May 20
of around 300 seen there all heading west towards us.
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary: The first report for this year is of a
single seen in Bentley Wood (west of Stockbridge) on May 16
Pearl-bordered Fritillary: Only six were seen in Bentley Wood on May 16
but there were 26 at Porton Down that day despite the wind
Glanville Fritillary: The first of these was seen on the Isle of Wight on
Apr 24 with more than 60 in the Ventnor area on May 9 but the small
colony at Hurst Castle on the mainland has only recently started to emerge
with just six seen there on May 23
Wall Brown: Although this species is becoming very scarce in Hampshire
(the Keyhaven area of the Lymington Marshes is the only site in the county
to report it this year with a maximum of 5 butterflies there on May 6) it
seems to be surviving in Sussex with many reports from at least 8 sites so
far this year (max count of 39 on downs above the Cuckmere Valley on
May 22)
Small Heath: This seems to be having a poor season - of 20 reports since
the first appeared on Apr 21 only one has a count of more than six
butterflies - the exception being Butser Hill near Petersfield where 26 were
seen on May 11
Moths
Plum Tortrix (1082 Hedya pruniana): First at Ringmer near Lewes on
May 19
Rusty-dot Pearl (1395 Udea ferrugalis): First of these migrants at
Portland on May 21
Rush Veneer (1398 Nomophila noctuella): First for the year on
Walland Marsh, east of Rye, on May 20

Mullein Wave (1689 Scopula marignepunctata): First at Rye Harbour
on May 23
Cream Wave (1693 Scopula floslactata): First seen on Edburton Hill
east of the Adur valley on May 16
Oblique Striped (1718 Phibalapteryx virgata): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 16
Pretty Chalk Carpet (1784 Melanthia procellata): First seen on
Edburton Hill east of the Adur valley on May 16
Clouded Silver (1958 Lomographa temerata): First at Hastings
Country Park on May 23
Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth (1982 Hemaris tityus): First seen
on Porton Down (by the A30 northeast of Salisbury) on May 16
Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth (1983 Hamaris fuciformis): First
seen on Porton Down (by the A30 northeast of Salisbury) on May 16
Striped Hawkmoth (1990 Hyles lineata): First at Durlston on May 22
Dew moth (2036 Setina irrorella): First at Folkestone on or before May
10
Cream-spot Tiger (2058 Arctia villica): First at Durlston on May 22
Buff Ermine (2061 Spilosoma luteum): First at Durlston on May 22
Common Wainscot (2199 Mythimna pallens): First at Ringmer
(Lewes) on May 19
Small Angle Shades (2305 Euplexia lucipara): First at Hastings
Country Park on May 23
Marbled Minor (2337 Oligia strigilis): First in the Thanet area of Kent
on May 18
Small Yellow Underwing (2397 Panemeria tenebrata): First by day
at Castle Hill near Brighton on May 18
Burnished Brass (2434 Diachrysia chrysitis): First at Portslade district
of Brighton on May 16
Gold Spot (2439 Plusia festucae): First in the Thanet area of Kent on
May 16
Other Insects
Crane Fly species (Ctenophera atrata): Seen in Brook Meadow at
Emsworth on May 23

Hornet: Although one had been seen at Rye Harbour on Apr 22 there have
been no more reports until May 14 when one was seen in the Sway area of
Hants (near New Milton) and on May 21 another was seen in the Botley
Woods north of Fareham
Lesser Stag Beetle (Dorcus parallelipipedus): A male was in my
Havant garden on the evening of May 22 when it was caught by a Magpie
- see my diary entry for May 23 for an account of how the wing and 'pincer'
muscles were still working up to 24 hours after the insect had been
separated into three parts (head, thorax and abdomen) by the Magpie
giving the Magpie a problem when trying to eat its prey and giving my
finger a sharp nip when I picked up the bodiless head next day.
Cockchafer (May Bug): Although one had been seen at Rye on Apr 22
there have been no more reports until May 14 when one was seen in the
Sway area of Hants
Four-jawed Spider (Tetragnatha extensa): A full grown specimen of
this long-bodied spider of damp places was found at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on May 23
PLANTS
White Water-lily: Plants flowering on a pond in the Oyster Quay housing area
south of Emsworth marina on May 19
Common Fumitory: Although I have seen several plants of Common
Ramping Fumitory since Apr 27 I did not find this smaller plant until May 21
when I saw it flowering in the Havant New Lane allotments.
Black Mustard: Many plants in full flower on the western seawall of Emsworth
marina on May 19 were the first I know of
Dame's Violet: The colony at the Hayling Oysterbeds is currently at its best and
seems to have increased considerably in number thanks to clearance of bramble
and other plants by volunteers last year.
Hedgerow Cranesbill: On May 6 I recorded a single plant with flowers on the
roadside of Southmoor Lane as the first for the year despite it having been cut
down. On May 19 a great display of living plants was seen on the western seawall
of Emsworth marina and subsequently I have seen flowers at Hayling North
Common
Spanish Broom: This had started to flower in Emsworth marina on May 19
Subterranean Clover: This was found by Brian Fellows flowering in the south
eastern field of Warblington Farm on May 18

Biting Stonecrop: Flowers had opened on this in the pavement of Swallow
Close (Denvilles area of Havant) on May 21
Hemlock: The first plant in full flower was beside the Slipper Mill Pond at
Emsworth on May 23
Ground Elder: This pernicious weed had started to flower in Havant on May 18
Purple Toadflax: Started to flower in Havant on May 18
Hedge Woundwort: The first open flower on this was seen in Havant on May
18
Russian Comfrey: Although I had seen a cluster of plants flowering in the
Havant New Lane allotments on May 1 I was pleased to find a large colony of
genuinely wild plants on the north east sea wall of the old boating lake at North
Common on Hayling on May 20. To see them go to the north end of the path
along the east side of the marina area and then turn right for a short distance on
a little used path through the rough grass.
Knapweed Broomrape: Brian Fellows found a couple of these tall yellow
Broomrapes in the Fort Purbrook area on May 20 (no flowers were then open)
Common Broomrape: The three plants flowering on the north side of the path
from the main road at the south end of Langstone Bridge to the north end of the
Hayling Coastal Path, found by John Goodspeed on May 13, had become four
when I was there on May 20 (look at the east end of the final straight section of
this path around the south end of 'Texaco Bay' before reaching the old rail track)
Red Valerian: The colony of white flowered plants on the grass of the
southern pier of Langstone Bridge were in full flower on May 20. (Look on the
east side at the very north end of the pier)
Common Ragwort: A plant at the south end of Langstone Bridge was starting
to open its flowers on May 20
Salsify: First find of this in flower was made by Brian Fellows on May 19 at the
north end of the Hayling Coastal Path (coming north from the Oysterbeds look on
the east side of the track about 26 metres south of where you turn east along the
path around the south end of Texaco Bay). These flowers (like Goatsbeard or
'Jack-go-to-bed-at-noon') close up and become difficult to spot after mid-day.
There should soon be a great display of Salsify on the very top of the
Broadmarsh 'mountain' above Broadmarsh slipway. Salsify is not listed in Pete
Durnell's 'Wildlife of Hayling' though I have come across it on Sinah Common in
2005 and it is fairly common in the Portsmouth area

Hawkweed Oxtongue: I was surprised to find this already in flower near the
New Lane level crossing in Havant on May 18 though I see I found it on
Portsdown on May 19 last year.
Garden Asparagus: This plant devlops into flowering plants which remind me of
very delicate Christmas trees with their branches decked with tiny round baubles
of flowers (nothing like the Asparagus tips that we eat) and I found two of
these at the west end of the Hayling North Common area on May 20
Hairy Garlic: Brian Fellows has a photo of this in flower at Nore Barn
(Emsworth) on May 18 (flowers were found on these plants on May 10 last year the first time that I had heard of them flowering). I hope that my nettle clearing
around the plants this year as last year helped with the eventual flowering!
Turkish Iris (Iris orientalis): I found a plant of this flowering at North
Common on Hayling on May 20 though I am slightly dubious about the id.
Turkish Iris is normally shown as having white flowers with a prominent splash
of yellow at the tip of the petal where these flowers are more generally suffused
with yellow (but are not, I am pretty sure, flowers of Stinking Iris and certainly
not Yellow Iris). I have found several examples of this plant around the North
Common area old boating lake in past years and suspect they were planted by
the old Holiday Camp management.
Bird's Nest Orchid: The SOS birding website had a photo of one of these
orchids in full flower on Ebernoe Common (north of Midhurst) on May 16
Common Spotted Orchid: Brian Fellows found 66 of these in flower at Fort
Purbrook on Portsdown on May 20 (and another has been mentioned in the
Insects section as providing nectar for a Duke of Burgundy butterfly)
Southern Marsh Orchid: Durlston reported this in flower on May 23 and on
that day Brian Fellows could see the colour of flowers about to open at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: On May 19 a Fox was seen to swim from the island in the middle of Ivy
Lake (Chichester) to the shore followed by a fleet of 50 Coots and 2 Swans
who felt safe from attack while the Fox was in the water but which scattered like
frighened chickens as soon as the Fox reached dry land and shook the water out
of his coat
Roe Deer: One seen at Durlston was wearing its bright chestnut summer coat
on May 21 and a mid-week note from an observer whose house backs onto the
north Hayling fields says that he is still having regular sightings of a group of six
(adult and young bucks plus four does). In the past few years the number on
these fields had increased to more than 12 with evidence of breeding over

several years. The reduced number seen this week is probably the result of the
total group having split into several groups using different areas but it may be
significant that on Apr 28 a doe was seen to swim across the Emsworth channel
from Hayling to Thorney Island - have others also left Hayling?
Water Vole: Increase activity seen along the River Ems at Brook Meadow has
brought the total of sightings there up to 90 for this year
Frog: Common Frog tadpoles are now quite a rarity so a good show of them
in a pond at Brandy Hole Copse (on the north western fringe of Chichester) was a
welcome sight on May 19. The name Brandy Hole Copse seems to have been
adopted by a conservation group caring for this wood but the Ordnance Survey
maps show it as East Broyle Copse.
Slow-worm: While clearing dead bluebells from my garden on May 21 one
handful of the soggy leaves started wriggling as a large Slow-worm make its
escape from my grasp (in recent years I have seen a Magpie catch one in my
garden but was able to rescue it before it was badly injured)
Fungi: A tight cluster of small, greasy capped, fungi seen in the Havant Eastern
Road cemetery on May 18 were probably a Tricholoma species - maybe T.
ustale?
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 18 - 24 (WEEK 20 OF 2009)
Sat 23 May
Headless Lesser Stag Beetle flies on
Yesterday evening I watched a Magpie pecking at something in the roof gutter
of my house and later I saw the Magpie with its 'prey' on my lawn, noticing that
the 'prey' seemed to jump across the lawn like a frog every time the Magpie let
go of it. Intrigued by this I scared the Magpie off and went to see if it had left
its jumping prey. What I found was the thorax of a largish black beetle with the
wings still attached and outspread to show the full detail of the venation outlined
in a rich sepia colour (each wing was 3cm long and 1cm wide). I concluded that,
although the Magpie had bitten off the head, abdomen and the wing cases of
the beetle the tough casing of the thorax had protected the wing muscles and
these had been continuing to operate on auto-pilot, causing the thorax to fly
away every time the Magpie released it.
Today I went to mow the lawn and, in better light, found the wing cases and the
head of the beetle which I now saw was a male Lesser Stag Beetle. Reaching
down and picking up the head I involuntarily let out a yelp when the 'pincers'
nipped my finger (the effect was probably more as the result of the needle sharp
points to the pincers rather than the strength of the muscule moving them. With
more care I picked the head up again and took it indoors and this evening (24

hours after the 'death' of the beetle) any slight touch to the head parts would still
cause the pincers to operate - a macabre sight!
When mowing the lawn I flushed a Painted Lady and noted several House
Martins and Swifts in the air. Earlier in the day a walk round Havant found a
House Martin checking out the eaves of the new flats opposite Havant Post
Office (I saw this also last year but nothing came of it). Also on this round I
found more wild roses flowering in the Arts Centre carpark and suspect that some
of the darker pink ones were Sweetbriar but I could not detect the normally
strong apple scent of the leaves. More leaves caught my attention on the side of
the rail line west of the old signal box east of Havant station - the first sign the
the bushes of Perennial Wall-rocket are still alive though nowhere near
flowering.
Last Thursday (when I recorded the mid-week summary and not that day's
observations) I cycled to the Bartons Road playing fields near which the first
shoots of the Crown Vetch plants can be seen and from which I could hear
young in the rookery across the rail line. I then went on to Hollybank Woods
where the Heath Speedwell can still be seen in flower, and while having a look
at the Wood Small Reed plants (new green stems not yet as tall as last years
dead stems) I watched two Peacock butterflies in what I assume was a mating
chase - they rose higher than the tree tops flying at considerable speed before I
lost them in the distance.
Wed 20 May
Egret chicks have hatched
A visit to Northney on Hayling took me past Langstone Pond where I heard
strange noises coming from the trees in which the Egrets are nesting and I had
the impression that movement in one of the nest I could see was caused by a
newly hatched juvenile. While I cannot be sure that there were young I see
that juveniles were leaving their nests by June 16 last year so the first juveniles
might already have hatched.
Crossing Langstone Bridge I found the white flowered Red Valerian was out
at the southern end on the east side and at the junction with Northney Road the
first flowers were opening on Common Ragwort and the saltings north of
Bridge Farm were a mass of Thrift.
At Northney Common there were seemingly fresh white splashes on the roof
of the Owl Box and the Swan was sitting on the Marina saltings nest. On the
part of the common behind these saltings I found the first whitish yellow flowers
on an Iris which I think is Turkish Iris while nearby were a couple of
Asparagus plants about to flower.
As the main path was being repaired I went out to the east side of the marina
entrance and in the rough grass of the seawall of the old boating lake (east of

where the path ends) there was a great display of Russian Comfrey in full
flower.
Before returning home I took a quick look at the Oysterbeds area, seeing four
plants of Common Broomrape on the path around Texaco Bay ( on the
seaward side of the final straight section before the path meets the old rail track).
While here I kept my eyes open for the Salsify plants which Brian Fellows had
found yesterday though I did not spend any time searching as (like its relative
Goatsbeard) this plant closes its colourful flowers at midday and would be
difficult to see in the late afternoon when I was there. I see his map reference
places them on the east side of the old rail track 26 metres south of where the
track coming from the main road just south of Langstone Bridge meets the old
rail line.
At the Oysterbeds the display of the Dame's Violet flowers is better than ever at
present but other than that my only notes are of a Buzzard high in the air over
the Bridge Farm area and a Common Blue butterfly enjoying the sunshine
beside the rail track.
Coming back to Langstone I had a look at the north pier of the old railway,
finding Bladder Campion now in full flower (as is the Sea Sandwort). Also
seen by the mouth of the Langbrook were the Langstone Pond Swans with
their six cygnets. On the final stretch up the Billy Trail past Wade Court both
Peacock and Comma butterflies were sun bathing.
To end it seems that at least one pair of Swifts is taking a definite interest in
the Manor Close area - two birds were there for an hour or so in the morning and
again in the evening
Tue 19 May
A visit to north Thorney
Despite the wind it was sunny this afternoon for a cycle ride to the Thorney Great
Deeps during which I found a great display of Black Mustard (a new flower for
the year list) and Hedgerow Cranesbill on the west wall of Emsworth marina
as well as White Waterlily flowers in the pond behind the Oyster Quay stilt
houses (where there were two Swans on the water with no apparent nest). On
the Little Deeps I could see three Swans, one near the hidden nest site where
its mate might have been sitting, and another pair at the east end of the water.
Several Reed Warblers were chuntering away here and one was singing in the
reeds close to the seawall track with a voice that to my ears sounded much more
tuneful (I won't suggest a possible Marsh Warbler!).
Down by the Great Deeps I found one Common Blue butterfly clinging for
dear life to a grass seed head and nearby an active Small Copper managing to
nectar on waving flower heads. A couple of Redshank flew over (probably
mates of birds on nests in the grass in which I was puzzled by a strange black
and orange object which I eventually made out to be the head and bill of an

Oystercatcher that may also have been on a nest though this species are, I
believe, subject to 'phantom pregnancies'). While at the Great Deeps I saw a
distant mystery bird flying south into the wind above the far side of Thorney it seemed all dark and bigger than (and more broad winged) than a Heron - could
it have been a Marsh Harrier?
I next headed for Thornham Lane using the track north of the Little Deeps and
here a Cuckoo was singing continuously (still at it when I came back half an
hour later) and I also passed a voluble Sedge Warbler near the Sewage Works.
At Thornham Point the only object of interest was a Meadow Pipit making
regular song flights.
Going through the Marina area on my way home I found the Spanish Broom in
flower, and passing the Slipper Mill Pond I spotted both the Tree Mallows in
flower and the Cushion Spurge plants (far fewer than the dense mass here a
couple of years ago.
Heading down Warblington Road towards Nore Barn wood I checked one of the
roadside plants and found it was a Small Flowered Cranesbill (the flower
pedicel having many short glandular hairs, all of the same length, and not the
variable lengthy eglandular hairs of Dove's Foot Cranesbill). In the wood I
searched without success for the yellow flowers of Welsh Poppy which flowered
here once in recent years (one of these plants was flowering in a Langstone
garden last week), and as I started up the footpath to the main road I heard a
Lesser Whitethroat singing where the power lines cross the path.
More Broad-leaved Willowherb was flowering near the Shining Cranesbill at
the south end of Pook Lane (north of the A27), and when I got home I was
pleased to see two Swifts over the Manor Close area where they may breed while watching them I noticed a pair of Blue Tits going into the roof space of
my neighbour's house where they probably have a nest with young.
Mon 18 May
Hedge Woundwort and Hawkweek Oxtongue
A short stroll around Havant today gave me 69 plant species in flower to start
this week's list. The main two newcomers to the year list were Hedge
Woundwort and Hawkweed Oxtongue but I also found the first flowers open
on the pernicious weed Ground Elder and, in the Eastern Road Cemetery,
Annual Pearlwort. Not seen today, but an omission from last week's finds, was
the first flowers on Purple Toadflax
SUMMARY FOR MAY 11 - 17 (WEEK 19 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Bulwer's Petrel: In my mid-week summary preface I mentioned a mystery
seabird seen from Portland and Selsey Bill on May 13 and I reported one opinion
that it was a Nightjar. Later contributions on the subject have convinced me

that it was almost certainly a Bulwer's Petrel and would have been reported as
such were it not that no self-respecting experienced birder wanted to expose
himself to the shame of having his report arbitrarily thrown out of court by the
Rarities Panel (as it would almost certainly have been). Bulwer's breed in the
Azores, Madeira, Canary and Cape Verde islands area (which I read to my
surprise is called 'Macronesia', not to be confused with Micronesia in the Pacific,
and properly written as 'Macaronesia' from the ancient greek name of 'fortunate
isles' which they used for this area ) so it is not impossible for a dis-oriented bird
to fly into the English channel. In the breeding area the birds are nocturnal but in
the open oceans they must fly by day so the fact this bird was seen by day is no
objection and the descriptons given (all dark plumage, short body so that neither
head nor tail could be made out at a distance. long wings, and the regular flap,
flap, flap, flap and then glide on bowed wings) all agree with what I have read of
Bulwers. Owen Mitchell's account of the sighting from Selsey reads .. "An
all dark petrel-like bird headed E about 3/4 mile out and was watched by 6
observers for 10 mins. First thought was a possible small falcon, but no, flight
was wrong, flap flap flap flap short glide low over the waves, it was surely an allblackish sea-bird, eventually lost to view well out. Dark-rumped petrel???".
Although some reports of Bulwer's Petrels on the English South Coast in the
early 20th centure were thought to have been false claims (the 'Hastings rarities')
Ads Bowley contributed the following to the discussion of the current mystery
bird .. "On July 14th 1998 at 10.46, I was sitting at the Bill with 5 other observers
watching Storm Petrels. We'd just followed one flying west until it disappeared
from our view behind the wall, then began to pan back eastwards when myself
and another got onto the same bird flap-flap-gliding westwards. "I've got a small
skua" says he "That ain't a small skua, that's a bloody big petrel!" says I. Sure
enough, the bird (about 1/2 distance out) showed it's tapering cigar shaped
body, long pointed wings and the greyish panel was even visible as it banked - a
Bulwer's Petrel! It was also seen past St Catherine's Point a couple of hours
later."
Cory's Shearwater: On May 16 one was seen flying west past Portland, then at
three sites in Devon and one in Cornwall.
Manx Shearwater: Among a good number of smaller counts this week has
brought reports of 500 off Portland on May 15, followed by 226 off Selsey and
910 off Prawle Point in Devon on May 16
Balearic Shearwater: These have been seen in the English Channel daily from
May 7 to 16 with a peak count of 5 at Portland and singles in the Hurst/Milford
area east of Lymington on both May 11 and 16. Another was seen at Selsey on
May 16
Storm Petrel: This week has brought the first two reports of these for this year.
On May 16 two were off Prawle Point in Devon and one off Portland
Little Bittern: A female was found on St Mary's island in the Scillies on May 11
and was still there on May 16

Cattle Egret: One at the Bembridge Marshes on the IoW on May 16 is the first
report since the one at Sandy Point on Hayling on May 5
Great White Egret: On May 13 one flew over the roundabout in the Fishbourne
area at the west end of the Chichester bypass.
Spoonbill: One has been at Christchurch Harbour from May 12 to 16 at least
and another flew high NW over the Worthing area on May 14
Mute Swan: I see from John Goodspeed's website that the Langstone pond pair
were photographed with their six cygnets on May 6 (four days before I first found
them in the Langbrook stream). All six cygnets were still with the parents on May
14. Over on the R Itchen in Southampton one male Mute Swan out of some 65 in
the area was seen mating with a Black Swan on May 14 (leading to a series
of jokes on Hoslist regarding the likely colour of their offspring)
Garganey: A male was seen on the Drayton pit pool to the south east of
Chichester on May 12 but it may not be attached to that area as on May 13 a
similar bird was seen at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool (both sightings were first
reports for their sites this year)
Pochard: A female was unexpectedly seen on the Havant Budds Farm pools on
May 14 among an influx of around 15 Tufted Duck
Red Breasted Merganser: These are now very scarce but Bob Chapman saw 4
fly east past Barton on Sea on May 11
Honey Buzzard: A female was seen in the New Forest on May 9 and another
flew north over Pagham Harbour on May 10 while a third flew east over the
Blashford Lakes on May 13. Further afield one was seen on Tresco in the Scillies
on May 11 and four went over a Dutch site on May 12 followed by 15 (probably
heading for Scandinavia) seen there on May 16
Black Kite: One was seen in the Beaulieu area of the New Forest on May 11 and
on May 12 one was probably seen in the Embley Wood area by someone driving
from the M27 at Ower towards Romsey on what is now the A3090 (was called
A31). Another was over the Marazion area of Cornwall on May 12
Red Kite: A further indication that some of the many Red Kites currently being
seen in the south of England are coming from the continent is given by a report
of a mass influx to Cornwall on May 11. If we add the number of birds listed in
the many sightings at different places in Cornwall we get a possible count of 55
birds though I am sure most of the reports were of the same birds - nevertheless
one site reported 14 birds passing over, setting a minimum count. Maybe more
arrived on May 12 when 9 were seen over Polgigga (close to Lands End) and at
least three others were reported elsewhere.
Montagu's Harrier: One over the Thanet area of Kent on May 15 was the fifth
sighting of a ringtail in that general area since Apr 27

Goshawk: Chicks can now be seen via a webcam at the Reptillary near
Lyndhurst in the New Forest - to see a pre-recorded video and for details of how
to get to the Reptillary go to
http://www.rspb.org.uk/datewithnature/sites/newforest/index.asp
Hobby: Among many arrivals this week one was seen to fly in off the sea in the
Hayling Beachlands area on May 14
Quail: One was seen at Titchfield Haven on May 13 after it was 'flushed' by a
Magpie and it is rumoured to have still been there on the morning of May 14
when a quite separate bird was reported in the Thanet area of Kent
Common Crane: Latest sighting is of one flying over Rye Harbour on May 11
Great Bustard: The birds which have been introduced to the Salisbury Plain
area are free to fly and the first to come to my attention as doing so this year
was seen from a bus in the Sparsholt area west of Winchester on May 13
Avocet: Seven birds with 5 chicks were reported at Titchfield Haven on May 8
and 9 but this week a report on May 15 indicated the presence of six adults with
four chicks (one pair having 3 chicks, another just 1 chick)
Stone Curlew: One flew in and landed at Christchurch Harbour on May 12 and
was still there next day - presumably a young bird with no intention of breeding
this year.
Black-winged Pratincole: Last week I reported the probable presence of a
Pratincole (presumed to be a Collared Pratincole) in the Kent Stour valley on
May 8. This week what must be the same bird has been seen by many birders in
the Reculver area on the coast between Herne Bay and Margate on May 10
(frequenting a stream - more a drainage ditch - rejoicing in the name of the River
Wantsum) before it returned to the Stodmarsh area of the Stour valley on May 12
and 13. It is clearly the rarer Black-winged species
Ringed Plover: A flock of 176 was just one part of a large number of waders
seen on Pilsey Sands (Thorney Island) on May 13 by Barry Collins who reported ..
"Good fall of small waders at Pilsey Sands this afternoon included 168
Sanderling, 176 Ringed Plover, 150 Dunlin, a summer plumage Little Stint
and whilst counting these I found a male and female KENTISH PLOVER in
amongst them. The female took off at 14.15 with 21 Ringed Plover and flew high
and went north. The male was still there when I left at 15.30."
Kentish Plover: In addition to the two mentioned above there was a female at
Dawlish Warren in Devon, also on May 13
Grey Plover: Three seen at Christchurch Harbour on May 11 were in full
summer plumage.
Lapwing: Although I did not spend long searching for them I estimate there
were at least eight adults still present on the Gipsies Plain grassland south of
Havant Thicket on May 11

Sanderling: The flock of 168 on the Pilsey Sands on May 13 was the largest
reported in the past few days but reports from Selsey, Dungeness, Hayling
Island, Ferrybridge (Weymouth) and the Hurst area at Lymington show that this
species (one of the last to leave us) is now on the move
Knot: These are now dropping in at unexpected places as they move east. One
was at Farlington Marshes on May 14 and one at Keyhaven Marshes on May 16
Little Stint: In addition to the summer plumage bird seen on the Pilsey Sands
there were two at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) also on May 13 with another at Rye
Harbour that day
Temminck's Stint: One reported at Ibsley Water (Ringwood) on May 13 after
one had been seen near Wadebridge in Cornwall on May 12. Sandwich Bay also
had one on May 13
Pectoral Sandpiper: One seen at the Lymington Marshes on May 9 and one at
the Dungeness RSPB reserve from May 10 to 13 at least
Curlew Sandpiper: One at Dungeness on May 10 and another at Christchurch
Harbour on May 12, maybe moving on to the Lymington area where one was
found on May 13
Purple Sandpiper: Three were still at Southsea Castle on May 15
Ruff: A party of 21 dropped in at Sandwich Bay on May 13 and one was at the
Blashford Lakes on May 15 with one at Yarmouth on the IoW on May 16
Black-tailed Godwit: Ten of these were an unexpected sight flying east past
Selsey Bill on May 13 and the presence of around 16 at Pulborough Brooks on
May 16 probably marks the overland departure of south coast birds to Iceland
Bar-tailed Godwit: 109 went past Seaford on May 10 and 100 stopped off to
feed in Stoke Bay (immediately south of the Hayling Oysterbeds) on May 12
Whimbrel: 56 went past Sandy Point on Hayling on May 11 and 21 were seen
crossing Southampton Water and heading up the Itchen Valley on May 13
Wood Sandpiper: The first spring passage bird seen in southern England was at
Dungeness on May 8 with 2 in Cornwall on May 11 and one at Rye Harbour on
May 13 when the first for Hampshire was found at Lymington (maybe the same
bird seen at Christchurch Harbour that day but another was in Devon then). The
Lymington bird stayed until at least May 15 when another arrived at Rye Harbour
Turnstone: These are now getting scarce on the south coast and only one was
left at Christchurch Harbour on May 16
Pomarine Skua: The first of this spring's passage up the English Channel was
seen on Apr 16 and there was a peak count of 12 at the South Foreland on Apr
25. A second surge brought 13 to Dungeness on May 10 (when 1 was seen at
Hurst Beach, 2 at Seaford and 3 off Portland). On May 13 Selsey had 2, Portland

1 and Dungeness 7. Since then Titchfield Haven has seen one pass on May 15
and Selsey has had two more singles on May 14 and 16 (when 3 were at
Dungeness). Back on May 8 I reported a count of 61 passing throught the
Hebrides and we have further evidence of the popularity of the route around
Scotland with these birds - on May 16 the Solway estuary reported 27, plus a
single Long-tailed Skua.
Arctic Skua: On May 10 Seaford had an exceptional count of 70
Little Gull: One was in the mouth of Langstone Harbour early on May 17
Black-headed Gull: On May 12 Brian Fellows estimated that 200 pairs had
nests on the islands in the Hayling Oysterbeds lagoon, leaving little or no room
for Little Terns (which have yet to settle anywhere in the Oysterbeds area)
Lesser Black-back Gull: After last week's report of one stealing chicken eggs
inland in Sussex this week we have a mention of one of their more regular
activities - eating the chicks of Black-headed Gulls which have already
begun to hatch at Rye Harbour
Iceland and Glaucous Gulls: Both can still be seen in Cornwall - one Iceland
Gull was still in Newlyn Harbour on May 12 and one was still at St Mary's in the
Scillies on May 17. A Glaucous was at Sennen on May 11
Kittiwake: On May 14 many of the Kittiwakes nesting on the cliffs at Seaford
were seen to fly inland in pairs to collect cut grass from a playing field to line
their nests (my book of Bird Nests says a Kittiwake nest is "a mud cup of
seaweed, grass and moss built by both sexes")
Caspian Tern: Two were seen at one Dutch site on Apr 18 and two were in
Belgium on Apr 24 - now one is back in Holland on May 12
Roseate Tern: The first reports of a single bird were from Devon on May 3 and
4 and now what is maybe the same bird is passing through our area - on May 11
it was seen in the Stokes Bay area at Gosport and then at Titchfield Haven, and
on May 13 it flew east past Selsey Bill. Perhaps we now have a second bird as
one was seen again at Titchfield Haven on May 16
Common Tern: On May 10 there was a massive count of 4725 'Commic' Terns
at Seaford with 500 Common at Dungeness. The count at Dungeness was up to
700 on May 12 and then shot up to 2500 on May 13 when more than 300 were
seen from Hurst Beach (Lymington)
Little Tern: The number at the Hayling Oysterbeds remained at a paltry 4
(showing little sign of starting to nest) on May 12 but there may soon be more as
more seem to have been in the English Channel on May 13 with a count of 113
off Selsey Bill and 55 at Dungeness.
On May 16 John Goodspeed's website carried a report from Chris Cockburn
(Langstone Harbour RSPB warden) saying .. "Following the shingle charging (i.e.
importing shingle to increase and raise the level of the availble nesting area) on

Baker's Island and South Binness Island, things are looking promising for the
little terns at Langstone Harbour. Despite the recent cool, windy and damp
weather, little terns have been seen regularly nest prospecting on the newly
charged areas. They have been seen mostly on South Binness Island and seem to
favour the areas that consist of ballast shingle (0/20) overlying the 'rejects'
shingle (20/40). As a bonus, nearly all of these birds are prospecting within the
areas enclosed by electrified fences, and the vegetation clearance has resulted in
only one or two black-headed gulls nesting on the bare shingle areas. Presently,
there are at least 50 little terns in the harbour, but I am hoping for some decent
weather to make a proper count of them. On 14 May, a count from a boat gave
27 little terns on South Binness, 32 on Baker's Island and 5/7 at Hayling
Oysterbeds - but none elsewhere on the islands. The remote video system is
running for 18 hours per day (12:00 to 15:00 and 18:00 to 09:00) and it is likely
that at least one little tern 'nest' might be in reasonable view. On 15 May, the
numbers were enhanced by the arrival of 18 'static' birds on Baker's Island - least
tern decoys, placed there in the hope of encouraging little terns to nest!"
Black Tern: 93 went past Cap Gris-Nez on the French coast on May 10 and on
May 13 Dungeness had 81 with 11 (maybe 17) seen in Southampton Water,
another 11 at Selsey, 6 (maybe 8) in the Titchfield Haven area, 5 at Ibsley Water
(Ringwood), and 4 flying east past the mouth of Langstone Harbour (only one of
these was clearly seen). Elsewhere on May 13 three were seen at Exmouth in
Devon, two at Durlston in Dorset and one off Portland.
Puffin: Seven were seen off Portland on May 14 and one had got as far east as
Seaford on May 16
Turtle Dove: May 13 also brought a few more of these including one at Sandy
Point on Hayling which then (maybe) flew north to be heard singing at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth later that day. Among other sightings on May 13 was one
of a pair nest building at Martin Down (by the A354 south-west of Salisbury) and
the arrival of ten at Portland
Little Owl: The Portland website has a suerb photo of one plunging onto prey
on the ground with the comment that they are now hunting by day and that
probably means they have young to feed so now is a good time to keep a lookout for them
Tawny Owl: The sight of a dead chick at the foot of a Scots Pine in the Buchan
Country Park near Crawley shows that some of their young have hatched. I have
not heard of them nesting in Scots Pines before and I would think it is an
inappropriate tree to choose knowing the habit that the young have of climbing
out of their nest long before they can fly.
Nightjar: One was churring at Burton Common in the lower Avon valley on May
9 and May 13 brought three reports of singles at Dungeness, Christchurch
Harbour and (more dubious) off Selsey Bill where it was suggested that a dark
coloured, falcon like, bird seen distantly out over the sea might be a Nightjar
(see entry for Bulwer's Petrel above)

Swift: These are now being seen in the Havant and Emsworth areas more or
less daily but (as far as I know) none have been seen entering buildings. In the
damp air on May 13 four were seen over Brook Meadow and a group of eight
were feeding on insects above the Hayling Billy trees where at least six were
doing the same on the morning of May 15. On May 12 more than 200 were over
Drayton pit lake just east of Chichester and on May 13 one site in Holland
reported 4000. The first report of a pair seen mating in mid air comes from
Horsham railway station on May 16 (this event is reported using the following
words .. "While the carriages of our train were being uncoupled at Horsham
station we watched a pair of Swifts doing the exact opposite directly above us").
Pallid Swift: First mention of this species for the year comes from St Mary's in
the Scillies were one was seen on May 17
Alpine Swift: The seventh and eighth reports of this species come from
Lodmoor (Weymouth) in Dorset on May 13 and from Adversane (a tiny village on
the A29 between Pulborough and Billingshurst in Sussex) on May 15 (this latter
another 'seen while driving' observation)
Wryneck: May 11 brought a report of one at Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire
Red-rumped Swallow: One seen at St Mary's in the Scillies on May 12 and two
at Portland on May 13. Further reports from St Mary's on May 14, 16 and 17
show that there are two there
Richard's Pipit: One at St Martin's in the Scillies on May 11
Meadow Pipit: Of local interest two males were making song flights over the
Langstone South Moors on May 14
Red-throated Pipit: A summer plumage bird at St Agnes in the Scillies on May
12, 13 and 14
Grey Wagtail: A pair was seen with 3 fledglings in Sussex on May 9, and the
presence of one at the Langstone West Mill on the Langbrook Stream on May 14
probably indicates breeding there (when I was at Hurst Wood on Waterlooville on
May 12 a local told me he had recently seen at least one on the Hermitage
Stream there)
Whinchat: One was among the birds seen at Sandy Point on Hayling on May 13
Stonechat: On May 11 I found a family group of three plus a separate female in
the northwest corner of the rough grassland south of Havant Thicket - I could
find none in the Gipsies Plain area east of the long Avenue, these were in the
area adjacent to Bells Copse
Mistle Thrush: Still no sign of breeding in the Havant or Emsworth areas (one
was seen in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery on Jan 5, two were near the
railway east of Mill Lane at Bedhampton on Feb 7 and a group of up to four were
in the Staunton Country Park area on Jan 24 and Feb 4). Singles seen at Brook
Meadow on Apr 2 and 8 and again on Apr 28 are the best possibility so far. A

little further afield one was heard singing at Butser Hill on May 9 and a family of
four were found in Selsey village on May 13 with another family of 5 at Ryde
(IoW) on May 16
Great Reed Warbler: One at St Mary's on the Scillies from May 13 to 16 at
least
Icterine Warbler: A male was at Dungeness and two were at Sandwich Bay on
May 13 when another was found by Peter Gammage at Sandy Point on Hayling
and subsequently enjoyed by a number of birders (for an account and photo see
the excellent Three Amigo's Blog entry for May 13 at
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo ). On May 14 one was singing at
Folkestone and a group of five (two of them singing) was at Dungeness. May 15
saw one at Christchurch Harbour where the species has not been seen since
2000
Melodious Warbler: One at Dungeness on May 13
Subalpine Warbler: One at Dungeness on May 13
Garden Warbler: One was singing loudly and continuously on May 11 at the
corner of Bells Copse opposite the end of the long east-west path from Rowlands
Castle across the grassland south of Havant Thicket.
Wood Warbler: One was at Sandy Point on Hayling with the Icterine Warbler
on May 13 and one had been heard singing (with several Nightingales) in the
Botley Woods north of Fareham on May 12
Spotted Flycatcher: These are traditionally late arrivals but it seems that the
majority of the few that still come here have now arrived - the first was on
Portland on Apr 21 and we now have 16 reports of them including 6 or more at
Sandy Point on Hayling on May 13 (when 75 were reported at Portland). 21
arrived in the Scillies on May 12.
Blue Tit: A birder recording breeding success in the Plumpton Agricultural
College area near Lewes commented on May 16 that this seemed to be a year
with better than usual success among local birds there. Unlike some recent years
when the emergence of caterpillars was out of synch with the hatching of tits
there was an ample food supply this year and both Blue and Great Tit nests
had been found with 10 or more young while one Chiffchaff had seven
young in its nest and more than one Whitethroat nest had 6 eggs.
Golden Oriole: One lucky birder saw one near Eyeworth Pond at Fritham in the
New Forest on May 10 and one was ringed at Portland on May 13 (when one
Dutch site had four of them). The Portland bird was the sixth report from an
English site since the first was seen at Dungeness on Apr 12. On May 14 a new
bird was at Lodmoor (Weymouth) and on May 15 there was one (maybe two) in
the Ramsgate area of Kent

Woodchat Shrike: One at Bryher on the Scilies on May 12 and 13, possbly
flying to Bude in Cornwall where one appeared on May 16
Serin: Three were on Portland on May 11 (eleventh report for the year - first on
Jan 5 in Dorset) and singles were there on May 14 and 16
Siskin: First three juveniles seen at a garden feeder in East Sussex
(Robertsbridge) on May 15
Lapland Bunting: One at St Agnes in the Scillies on May 12 and still there on
May 14
Corn Bunting: A flock of 25 was seen at Martin Down (south west of Salisbury)
on May 15 after three had been seen there on May 14
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Hairy Dragonfly: Still flying at Rye Harbour on May 10
Downy Emerald: One seen in the Botley Woods north of Fareham on May
12
Broad-bodied Chaser: The first report came from Rye on Apr 19 but the
first mention of them at Pulborough Brooks was not until May 14
Variable Damsel: Four seen at Dungeness on May 9 (first report was
from the Kent Stour valley on Apr 25)
Butterflies
Just 24 species reported this week. Although the main impression of the
week has been of windy and then wet weather Monday was a good day as shown
by the following entry by Ashley Whitlock on the Hampshire Butterfly
Conservation website ...
Monday 11 May Butser Hill "Today I have been out and about on Butser Hill
surveying the site with Dr Dan Hoare who is the South-East Regional Butterfly
officer and he and I spent up to 3 hours looking at potential sites and sites which
are already known for the Duke of Burgundy. He and I counted [80] in an
hour, and overall we counted well over [100] in other smaller areas known on the
large complex. Despite the windy conditions, it was very warm and the wind did
not affect their numbers, or there flying at all. In fact on several of the sites the
wind was little more than a breeze. We made a lot of notes and discussed habitat
management, and the other butterfly species seen were as follows: Small Heath
[26] Speckled Wood [2] Green Hairstreak [18] Peacock [1] Brimstone
[22] Common Blue [5] Small Copper [1] Orange Tip [6] Green -Veined
White [4] Dingy Skipper [59] Grizzled Skipper [46]. I would like to thank
Dan for his time which turned out to be a most enjoyable mornings work."

Clouded Yellow: A female at Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester) on May
11was the first to be reported anywhere this year
Small Blue: After the first sightings at Portsdown on May 2 these are now
being seen in north Hampshire (3 at Old Burghclere Lime Quarry on May 9)
and in Sussex (2 in the Bevendean district of Brighton on May 10). Also on
May 10 one was an unexpected sight on a Thanet Golf Course where weed
killer used on the course will not favour breeding there.
Common Blue: Numbers are still low at mainland sites (max 5 at Butser
Hill on May 10) but more than 20 were out on May 9 at Bonchurch near
Ventnor on the IoW.
Adonis Blue: A good showing of these at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on May 10.
These are now out at three Sussex sites and at single sites in Dorset and
the IoW - none so far in Hampshire.
Holly Blue: These seem to be flourishing but I had only seen one in my
Havant garden (on May 9) before seeing a female just outside the garden
on May 11
Duke of Burgundy: These are now appearing at several Sussex sites
including Heyshott Down and Harting Down (both near Midhurst). A tour of
several Sussex sites on May 9 scored a total of 87 insects while in
Hampshire the Butser Hill area on May 11 had more than 100.
Painted Lady: Five sightings between May 9 and 12 including 4 at
Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester) and 6 at Uckfield near Crowborough with
an unspecified number on Portland and at least one on the Isle of Wight.
Since May 12 there have been sightings at 10 different sites with a peak
count of 15+ at Dungeness on May 15. Locally there have been sightings in
the Stansted Forest area on May 13 and at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on
both May 14 and 16
Pearl Bordered Fritillary: 28 seen by one observer in Parkhill Inclosure
near Lyndhurst on May 10
Glanville Fritillary: More then 60 seen at Bonchurch (Ventnor, Isle of
Wight) on May 9
Moths
At least 29 new species for the year list
Diamond-back moth (0464 Plutella xylostella): There has been a
major influx of these migrants with a maximum count of 180 in a trap in
the Thanet area of Kent on May 13. Another 30 arrived at Portland on May
14
Blastobasis decolorella=old name (0874 Blastobasis lacticolella =
new name): First taken in Thanet on May 14

Cyclamen Tortrix (0993 Clepsis spectrana): First taken in Thanet on
May 14
Scalloped Hook-tip (1645 Falcaria lacertinaria): First at Rye Harbour
on May 14
Poplar Lutestring (1655 Tethea or): First at Dungeness on May 14
Blood-vein (1682 Timandra griseata): First taken in Thanet on May 14
Common Marbled Carpet (1764 Chloroclysta truncata): First at
Ringmer near Lewes on May 11
The Fern (1782 Horisme tersata): First at Rye Harbour on May 14
Foxglove Pug (1817 Eupithecia pulchellata): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11
Mottled Pug (1819 Eupithecia exiguata): First at Ringmer near Lewes
on May 11
Freyers Pug (1827 Eupithecia intricata): First at Rye Harbour on May
14
Small Seraphim (1882 Pterapherapteryx sexalata): First at Ringmer
near Lewes on May 11
Clouded Border (1887 Lomaspilis marginata): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11
Sharp-angled Peacock (1890 Semiothisa alternaria): First at Rye
Harbour on May 14
Tawny-barred Angle (1893 Semiothisa liturata): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 13
Light Emerald (1961 Campaea margaritata): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11
Poplar Hawkmoth (1981 Laothoe populi): One at Ringmer (Lewes) on
May 11 was second for the year after one in the Rye area on Apr 30
Hummingbird Hawkmoth (1984 Macroglossum stellatarum): First
for the year at East Dean near Eastbourne on May 15
Small Elephant Hawkmoth (1992 Deilephila porcellus): First at Rye
Harbour on May 16
Buff-tip (1994 Phalera bucephala): First at Rye Harbour on May 14
Heart and Dart (2089 Agrotis exclamationis): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11

Flame Shoulder (2102 Ochropleura plecta): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11 (39 of them in the trap)
Nutmeg (2145 Discestra trifolii): First at Rye Harbour on May 16
The Shears (2147 Hada nana): First at Ringmer near Lewes on May 11
White-point (2194 Mythimna albipuncta): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11
Dark Dagger (2283 Acronicta tridens): First at Ringmer near Lewes on
May 11
Clouded Brindle (2327 Apamea epomidion): An early specimen found
indoors somewhere in Sussex on May 11
Treble Lines (2380 Charanyca trigrammica): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11
The Uncertain (2381 Hoplodrina alsines): First at Ringmer near Lewes
on May 11
Vine's Rustic (2384 Hoplodrina ambigua): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on May 11
Silver Y (2441 Autographa gamma): The first of these migrants had
been seen at Portland on Mar 27 where another three were seen on May
14 followed by one near Worthing and another near Eastbourne on May 16
Other Insects
Stag Beetle: First and so far only one reported this year was a handsome
male on its back in the middle of Wade Court Road on May 10 - it was
righted and placed off the roadway.
Harlequin Ladybird: A pair of these was photographed mating on a
nettle leaf at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on May 9 and another was seen
there on May 16
Wasp Beetle: First report for the year comes from Rye Harbour on May 10
Nursery tent spider (Pisaura mirabilis): First of these for the year
reported in the Rye area on May 15 (found in moth trap eating moths)
PLANTS
Rusty-back fern: I only know of one local site for this which is on the external
wall of the West Mill property at the end of Mill Lane at Langstone and each year
there are more to be seen there - on May 14 I counted 65 plants
Celery-leaved Buttercup: First report of this in flower came from the
Oysterbeds area on May 12. A great mass was flowering on the Langstone South
Moors by May 14

Lesser Spearwort: This was just starting to flower in the Havant Thicket area
on May 11
Field Pennywort: First find of this in flower was on rubble beside Harts Farm
Way (opposite the Amenity tip) on May 16
Narrow-leaved Pepperwort: This had started to flower at a regular site in the
roadside by the A27 Langstone roundabout on May 14
Corn Cockle: First flower for this year seen by the side of Southmoor Lane on
May 14 (from last year's wildflower seed)
Annual Pearlwort: First flowers noticed with the Rusty-back Fern at Langstone
West Mill on May 14
Sea Beet: Starting to flower on the Emsworth shore on May 13
Common Mallow: First flowers found in the Eastney beach area of the
Portsmouth shore on May 10
Montpellier Broom (Genista monspessulana): A new plant to be seen in the
wild by me - see my diary entry for May 16 when I found a plant in a ditch beside
the Harts Farm Way/A27 junction at Broadmarsh
Bush Vetch: Although this has probably been out for some time the first find to
be reported was dated May 11 in Havant Thicket
Meadow Vetchling: The first clump of yellow flowers was seen on May 12 on a
Waterlooville roadside near Hurst Wood.
Bitter-vetch (Lathyrus linifolius): The first report of this in flower came from
Kent on May 5 causing me to check the Havant Thicket/Bells Copse/Blendworth
Common sites on May 11, finding flowering plants in all three areas
Sea pea (Lathyrus japonicus): This had started to flower at Rye Harbour on
May 14
Scots Rose (Rosa spinosissima): When I was in the unkempt section of the
Havant Eastern Road cemetery on May 13 I found a long established rose bush
that is clearly of the Burnet Rose type was starting to flower. It is too tall for
the genuine Burnet Rose and does not have the dense prickly spines of that
species and a search of the internet gives me a good match for the plant under
the name of Rosa spinosissima which is called Scots Rose or Burnet Rose
and which is sold for hedging. Until I am corrected I will call it that.

Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa): Although the white flowered (var alba) plants
have been flowering in Havant for some time I saw the first red flowered (normal
form) plants in flower by the Langstone South Moors seawall on May 14 for the
first time
Creeping Cinquefoil: The first flowers of this were seen in the Havant Eastern
Road cemetery on May 13
Yellow-flowered Strawberry: Until now I have only been aware of one site for
this in Havant (at Juniper Square) but on May 14 I discovered a new site beside
the Langbrook Stream just south of the Langstone Technology Park approach
road (look where the chicane gateway has recently been removed from the
streamside path)
Broad-leaved Willowherb: The first flower of this was open in the Havant
Pallant carpark area on May 13
Broad-leaved Dock: First flowers seen on May 14
Wild Carrot: First flowers found on Eastney Beach (Portsmouth) on May 10
Foxglove: First open flower seen on May 14
Heath Speedwell: A good showing of flowers seen on May 11 alongside the
'yellow brick road' running across Havant Thicket from the Castle Road entrance the flowers were along the south side of the road near its west end.
Brooklime: Many flowers already out by May 11 in the normally wet area beside
the Hayling Billy trail north of East St in Havant - presumably the flowering has
been brought forward in response to the current drought.
Eyebright: First for the year reported at Durlston on May 14
Tufted Forget-me-not: Plenty flowering at the Langstone South Moors on May
14 (first report - the commoner Water Forget-me-not has not yet appeared)
Changing Forget-me-not: First flowers for the year seen in Havant Thicket on
May 11
Houndstongue: Reported at Durlston on May 14
Common Broomrape: First few spikes seen by John Goodspeed on May 13
beside the footpath leading from the main road at the south end of Langstone
Bridge to the north end of the Hayling Coastal Path (old Billy Line)
Guelder Rose: Starting to flower in Havant Thicket on May 11

Woodruff: Although not yet reported 'in the wild' I found plants flowering in a
Havant garden on May 14
Feverfew: First of the new season flowering at Havant Eastern Road cemetery
on May 13
Yarrow: First of the new season flowering at Eastney in Portsmouth on May 10
Pineappleweed: First flowers in Havant on May 11
Spear Thistle: Several plants newly in full flower by the east bound slip road
from the A27 to the Langstone roundabout
Goatsbeard: First flowers seen in Brook Meadow area at Emsworth on May 16
Rosy Garlic: Several plants in flower on May 16 in the Broadmarsh west carpark
- a new site for this plant.
Common Spotted Orchid: Three plants had just started flowering in Brook
Meadow at Emsworth on May 16
Southern Marsh Orchid: First leaves of two plants seen in the Langstone South
Moors orchid field on May 14
Lady Orchid: The plant which had been reported flowering near the roadside on
Beachy Head on May 9 has since been stolen or destroyed
Sedges and Grasses: I am not competent to record these correctly but many
species are now being found for the first time including Spiked Sedge at Brook
Meadow and Rough Meadow-grass, Meadow Fescue, Tall Fescue,
Flattened Meadow-grass, Yorkshire Fog and Creeping Soft-grass plus
Marsh (or Floating) Foxtail at various sites
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: Although I have not seen any Foxes or cubs on the South Moors recently
they regularly breed there. When there on May 14 I found clear evidence of this
years cubs in a patch of 'lawn short' grass hidden behind tall Yellow Iris in the
extreme north east corner of the 'orchid field' abutting a big bramble patch under
which the current earth must be located - the large area of totally flattened
vegetation would be the result of several cubs having used it as a playground for
a couple of weeks or more.
Wild Boar: A party of Sussex birders visiting Flatroopers Wood (between
Peasmarsh and Beckley in the Rother Valley area north of Hastings) on May 14
were shown evidence of the continuing presence of Wild Boar there

Common Dolphin: A school of 30 were passing Orcombe Point in Devon
(mouth of River Exe) on May 13
Dormice: These are known to occur in the woodland which grows in the narrow
valleys ('ghylls') which penetrate the coast of Hastings Country Park but on May
11 at least one Dormouse was found in the scrub growing on the cliffs between
the ghylls proving what had been suspected that the Dormice can move
between these isolated strips of woodland.
Common Frog: A birder in the Thanet area of Kent on May 8 saw a Grass
Snake shooting off in advance of his approach and then found a Common Frog
showing bloodstained marks where the Snake had bitten it (and presumably
injected its poison to subdue the Frog - in this case allowing the birder to pick up
the Frog and take it to what he considered to be the safety of the pool near
which it was found). I have no idea as to whether the poison would be fatal to
the Frog but I am fairly sure that the birders impression that the Snake was not
large enough to swallow the Frog was not necessarily true. Snakes can separate
their upper and lower jaws, and can distend their skin, in order to swallow items
much larger than the normal girth of the snake and I hope that in this case the
Snake was not deprived of its meal merely to give the Frog a longer time to die
from the poison.
Marsh Frog: The huge (13cm long) tadpole found at the Lade Pits near
Dungeness on May 4 and reported in last week's notes is now known to be a
Marsh Frog tadpole which did not become a frog last year but which has
remained as a tadpole for a whole year. The proof of identity rests with the
development of glandular folds which can now be seen down the sides of its body
and which show that it is a Marsh Frog and not an American Bullfrog. In the
past some Bullfrogs had escaped into the wild in the Tunbridge Wells area and
were a serious threat to our native pond life - hopefully eight years work has
been succesful in tracking them all down and eliminating them.
Sea-horse: The local TV news this week carried a story of how someone in
Southsea found a live Sea-horse on their garden lawn and got it to the Sea-Life
Centre before it expired - the only explanation seems to be that it was taken from
the sea by a gull and then dropped during a dispute between the gulls as to
which one would eat it!
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 11 - 17 (WEEK 19 OF 2009)
Sat 16 May
At last I can name Genista monspessulana
My neighbour has a plant growing against the wall which separates our gardens
and which has clusters of small yellow pea-type flowers, which develop into
densely hairy seed pods, set among three-bladed leaves somewhat like those of a
Melilot. The plant grows high enough to peer over the five foot wall and so may
be a form of Broom (but Brooms have very different leaves!). My neighbour has

been unable to give me a name for the plant and until today I have been unable
to find a name in books or on the internet.
Today's breakthrough came when I found a specimen of this plant growing in a
ditch beside the Harts Farm Way/A27 interchange at Broadmarsh. I took a
sample twig with leaves, flowers and seed pods home and searched every likely
genus and I believe I have solved the problem - it seems to be Genista
monspessulana which Stace calls Montpellier Broom but which the
Americans call French Broom and which the Australians probably call something
worse as it is a pernicious weed in parts of that continent.
I had to climb down into the steep sided ditch to collect my sample and on the
way up I clutched the stems of tall, tough, tufted grasses to prevent slipping back
and this led to a further discovery as I could not name the grass so I also took a
sample home and I find that these tall (1 metre plus high) culms are in fact
Holcus mollis (Creeping Soft Grass) which I had not expected to grow to
anything like this height or to have the strength to haul me out of the ditch.
Also found during this trip to Broadmarsh were my first plants of Field
Pennywort growing on a heap of road rubble beside Harts Farm Way opposite
the entrance to the Amentity Tip, another Common Poppy and a totally
unexpected cluster of Rosy Garlic in full flower. To see the latter go from Harts
Farm Way down to the western carpark at Broadmarsh and when you reach the
parking area turn sharp left to look at the northern edge of the square parking
area east of the entrance road - the garlic is close to the entrance road.
I had hoped to find Hemlock in flower on this trip but all I could find were a few
plants with white unopen buds - similarly frustrating are the bright yellow buds
on the Biting Stonecrop on the St Faith's Church Hall wall in Havant and the
white buds on the Ground Elder showing just inside the western entrance to the
parking area of the Hall.
Fri 15 May
Yesterday at Langstone South Moors
Today's rain limited my outing to a walk to Warblington during which I saw little
of interest other than a Jay in an unexpected place and noticed
Rhododendrons, Peonies and Solomon's Seal flowering in gardens. Before
setting out we again had 6 or more Swifts feeding on insects above the trees at
the bottom on the garden and when walking to do some shopping I found the
Broad-leaved Willowherb first noticed with flower buds on Wednesday now
had three open flowers.
Yesterday, however, I did take a longer walk to the South Moors and Budds Farm
which added several newly flowering plants. First was a garden version of
Woodruff seen in The Parchment area (indicating that wild plants should now be
coming out in woodland), and then Narrow-leaved Pepperwort was found at
the roadside of the A27 Langstone roundabout and in the same area both Spear
Thistle and Broad-leaved Dock were in flower. Joining the Langbrook
streamside path I added the first Foxglove with its lowest flower open before

enjoying a massive display (not a first flowering) of Stream Water Crowfoot in
the stream south of the A27.
After crossing the Langstone Technology Park approach road I came to the place
where a 'chicane' barrier has been removed from the path and noticed on the
ground several flowers of Yellow-flowered Strawberry which I have never
seen here before (a second Havant site for it along with the Juniper Square
plants). Along the path here I checked the stems of a cluster of grasses and the
roughness of their leaf sheaths told me this was Rough Meadow-grass. Nearby
was the first of several Dog Rose bushes with flowers that I was to find on this
trip.
Reaching the South Moors the first thing noted was the song of a Lesser
Whitethroat which I continued to hear all the time I was within earshot. Moving
from the path onto the grassland I immediately found lots of Marsh Foxtail
grass and then a waist high 'forest' of Celery-leaved Buttercup. Normally
there is water in the tiny stream running down to the Tamarisk Pool but when I
got to it and found masses of Tufted Forget-me-not in flower I also found the
stream dry enough to walk across and get into the orchid field without
negotiating the obstruction to the normal east west path caused by current pipelaying work.
Walking to the north end of the field outside what was the Autoliv factory I
passed a number of Sedges and Spike Rushes as well as Lesser Spearwort
and Lesser Stitchwort before I came to a well hidden 'Fox cub playground'
in the extreme north west corner of the field - there must have been a Fox earth
under the brambles beyond the fence and a number of cubs had clearly been
playing just inside the fence, flattening all the vegetation over an area that could
have accommodated at least a dozen cattle lying down for a week to achieve the
same effect - you can only see this playground, hidden behind Yellow Iris and
other flowers, when you are really close to it.
Returning south along the west side of the field I passed the fertile cones of
many Marsh Horsetails and, after rounding the bramble bushes which protrude
into the field, I found two well grown Southern Marsh Orchid plants (as yet
not flowerheads) in the long grass by what had been the stream channel forming
the southern boundary of the field - now dry enough to walk across with
impunity.
Reaching Southmoor Lane (after collecting a sample of tall tufted grass which
turned out to be Tall Fescue) I immediately heard the chuntering of Reed
Warbler in the vegetation around the Budds Farm pools and noted some 20
Swallows with at least one House Martin and one Swift above me. Checking
the roadside flowers I found the Corn Cockles were now in flower with most of
the other things I expected despite cutting of the road side verge.
Looking down on Buds Farm Pools I saw there had been an influx of Tufted
Duck (around 20 present) and that they had brought a female Pochard with
them.

Dogwood was flowering on the way down from the mound and the South Moors
seawall added Scentless Mayweed to my flowering list (I have yet to learn the
secret of identifying the Sea Mayweed which the botanists regard as a rarity
and which requires microscopic examination of the seeds /achenes to check the
size and shape of a couple of glands near the tip of one side of the achene) - I
am pretty sure that the majority of the large, lush plants of Mayweed which we
find all along the shores do not qualify as Sea Mayweed. Also flowering by the
seawall were bushes of the normal red flowered Japanese Roses (Rosa
rugosa) of which I have already found the white flowered variety inland.
Over the South Moors two different Meadow Pipits were making their display
flights and on the water at the mouth of the Langbrook the Langstone Swan
pair had their six cygnets. Reaching the West Mill I heard and saw a single
Grey Wagtail which almost certainly has a mate and a nest hereabouts. On the
old brick wall of the West Mill I counted 65 plants of Rusty Back fern - a
number which increases annually here, the only site I know of for this attractive
fern.
Walking down Langstone High Street I saw a yellow Welsh Poppy flowering in
one garden, making me wonder if the plant in the Nore Barn Wood has survived
and is now flowering. Passing Langstone Pond all was quiet in the Egretry - I
could just see birds sitting on seven nests and noted one spare male
(presumably) killing time perched at the edge of the pond while another flew off
by a round-about route concealing his intentions.
Wed 13 May
Havant Eastern Road cemetery
A short walk this evening to get some fresh air gave me more interest than I had
expected. As soon as I was out of my house I began to see Swifts in the air and
when I got to a place where I could get a reasonable view of them I counted at
least 8 birds feeding on insects over the trees of the Billy Trail - on the way home
at least two were still around and they may have been showing an interest in the
Manor Close housing as nest sites but there was no clear evidence of this.
Passing the now abandoned Wessex Builders Yard I found lots of flowering
Pellitory of the Wall growing up from the pavement edge against the old
building and in the cemetery I found the first flowers of Creeping Cinquefoil
were out. Another plant starting its new flowering season after being last seen in
January was Feverfew (plants growing on the New Lane wall of the cemetery).
Before leaving the cemetery I took a look in the 'unkempt' north western section
where some sort of Burnet Rose was coming into flower - it was some sort of
cultivar and the nearest I can get to it is Rosa spinosissima (flowers are white,
the spines are not as dense as a true Burnet and it grows taller). It had clearly
been planted on a grave but has now taken over a bigger area. Also in this rough
area I collected a sample of a tall, erect, Meadow Grass which seems to be
Poa compressa but has a couple of discrepancies that I cannot resolve - the
panicle and florets seem right as do the ligules, leaves and compressed leaf-

sheaths but the latter are not keeled, the plant is 75 cm tall where it should be
no more than 40 and there is a cluster of long bristle like leaves growing from the
base of the stem.
On my way home I looked at the Biting Stonecrop and the Ground Elder
plants in the Church Hall area (both have had unopen flowers for several days
but neither yet qualifies as flowering). Nearby, in the Pallant carpark, a solitary
small plant of Broad-leaved Willowherb had a single terminal flower that must
be open tomorrow!
Tue 12 May
Hurstwood in Waterlooville
A brief expedition this afternoon to the A3M/Hulbert Road interchange area in
search of Common Spotted Orchids, stopping first for a look at the east side
of the A3M where they used to grow around the layby just before you reach the
motorway coming from Leigh Park. No luck here though I did find an area where
all the Germander Speedwell had pure white flowers.
On the west side of the motorway I went as far as the Tempest Avenue
roundabout and turned round to park in the big layby on the way back to the
A3M. From here I walked back to Tempest Avenue where steps lead down into
the Hurstwood area. My first good find came on the roadside near the
roundabout - one flowerhead of Meadow Vetchling was out to give me a first
for the year.
In the Hurstwood area Primroses were still flowering beside the upper reaches
of the Hermitage Stream under the shade of the trees and both Sanicle and
Yellow Archangel were among the flowers on show (soon there will be masses
of Enchanter's Nightshade as the leaves of this plant were the dominant
ground cover). I followed the stream through the wood until I came to the open
grassland near the motorway and here I found more than 20 plants of
Common Spotted orchid, very few of them having the beginnings of a flower
spike. Also seen here was one plant of Changing Forget-me-not and one of
Red Campion
Mon 11 May
Around Havant and Havant Thicket
This morning I walked up the Hayling Billy trail behind my house in Havant and
was surprised to find Brooklime in full flower (on checking I see the first flowers
were seen last year on May 12) with my first Pineappleweed and Common
Mallow.
Two other notes from the morning were a second sighting of Holly Blue in the
late morning and a single Swift circling and diving over the Manor Close housing
where they have nested in recent years - having checked its potential nest site
the bird flew off and we will have to see if it returns with a mate.
This afternoon I drove to Havant Thicket with two main objectives - the first was
to look for Common Spotted orchids, the second to see if Bitter Vetch was

flowering. Common Spotted orchids should be flowering this week (and
certainly their leaves should be unmissable even if the flowers are not out) but
there was no sign of any plants anywhere along the 'orchid ditch' in the Gipsies
Plain area where I have had hundreds in past years - hopefully they will be
showing in other places!
I was successful with the Bitter Vetch in three places and had a double in also
finding my first flowering Bush Vetch (which has tendrils growing from the end
of its leaves where the similar looking Bitter Vetch does not). Also found today
were my first Lesser Spearwort, Changing Forget-me-not, Heath
Speedwell and Guelder Rose flowers. Not firsts for the year but firsts for me
were Ragged Robin and Dense Flowered Heath Woodrush.
Another good first for me was a single Small Heath butterfly and other items
worth a mention were a non-stop singing Garden Warbler, a Buzzard, another
crop of Oak Apples, and two lots of Stonechats (one a group of three that I
assumed to be a pair with a fledgling and the other a lone female). I also heard
my first Yellowhammer song of the year while scans of the Gipsies Plain
grassland showed me that at least 8 adult Lapwing were still present.
SUMMARY FOR MAY 4 - 10 (WEEK 18 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Great Crested Grebe: When flying these normally stretch their necks forward in
line with their body but on May 8 one was seen in the Pett area on the shore of
Rye Bay flying with its neck up in the position it would be when the bird was on
the water - first time I have heard of this.
Balearic Shearwater: The first to be seen along the south coast since Mar 12
were a goup of three seen off Portland on May 7 (maybe the same three were
seen there again on May 8 and 9)
Night Heron: One was seen well by many birders in the Folkestone area from
Jan 4 to 24 but the species has not been mentioned again until May 8 when one
was at a Dutch site
Cattle Egret: The last report of a Cattle Egret in Hampshire was on Jan 7 in the
Lymington area and the most recent sightings in other counties have been in
Dorset on Apr 12 and East Sussex on Apr 19 and 20 so Andy Johnson was
pleased to find one perched in a tree at Sandy Point on Hayling for two hours on
May 5 before it flew west
Great White Egret: Sightings in the Shatterford area of the New Forest on May
2 and 3 may indicate that one is lurking there in some as yet undiscovered spot.
There have been no reports in England since Apr 18 when one was in Dorset but
there was a sighting in Holland on May 1 and it could be that that one had just
arrived in England (though the bird in Holland was back at the same site on May
8)

Spoonbill: The bird that was at Farlington Marshes from Mar 25 to Apr 23 has
not been seen since then but on May 3 two adults were at Newtown Harbour on
the IoW and from May 4 to 9 one has been at Titchfield Haven. Another has been
seen at two different sites in the Rye Bay area on May 8 and 9 (probably the
same mobile bird was at the Dungeness RSPB site on May 8)
Mute Swan: The pair on Langstone Pond seemed to start sitting on their nest
on Mar 25 and should have completed their 5 week incubation by the end of April
but I had not heard news of cygnets until May 10 when I found a family of six
with their parents in the Langrook stream pool at the end of Mill Lane - the first
to hatch at Abbotsbury in Dorset hit the national media on Apr 29 so must have
hatched a day or more earlier
Brent Goose: Five were seen in the Stoke Bay area just south of the Hayling
Oysterbeds on May 5 - these are likely to be staying in Langstone Harbour for the
summer.
Gadwall: On May 6 John Clark found 27 on Alresford Pond near Winchester and
another 28 at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood. Locally three males were on
the Havant Budds Farm Pools on May 6
Pintail: A pair were at the Blashford Lakes on May 9 and have been there since
at least Apr 25
Pochard: Some usually stay and breed in Hampshire and the Test valley is a
good place to find them - I see at least one was in the Romsey area on May 3
Red-breasted Merganser: A late bird seen from Selsey Bill on May 3 and
another flew east along the north Kent coast on May 9
Honey Buzzard: One came in from the sea at Portland on May 3 and another
did so at Exmouth in Devon on May 8.
Black Kite: One was in the Glynde area of the Sussex Ouse valley on May 5
Montagu's Harrier: A ringtail was a bonus for the bird racers visiting the
Lymington Marshes on May 3 - it then flew to Christchurch Harbour to allow
Dorset birders to tick it before continuing west to be seen by more birders at
Portland. It may well have continued west as a similar bird was seen in Devon on
May 3 and 4. Since then there have been two sightings of a ringtail in the
Reculver area of the north Kent coast on May 7 and 9
Osprey: These are still arriving. One came in off the sea at Titchfield Haven on
May 2, one was seen in Dorset on May 3, one was at Weir Wood reservoir in
north Sussex on May 6 and 7 and another was near Wakehurst Place (southeast
of Crawley) on May 8
Hobby: Up to six at Titchfield Haven on May 9 with up to four seen at the
Blashford Lakes that day. At this time of year much larger groups are sometimes
seen in the New Forest and it is assumed that these are birds which have

migrated as a flock and are feeding together before dispersing. No such flock in
Hampshire but a count of 37 in the Kent Stour Valley on May 3 was typical.
Peregrine: The chicks in the nest on Chichester cathedral are being well cared
for by their parents and are expected to fly in about a month
Quail: First report of one in the British Isles was of one on St Agnes in the
Scillies on May 6
Avocet: The first family to hatch at Titchfield Haven had four chicks on May 8
and five on May 9.
Collared Pratincole: One observer had a brief view of a bird that he did not
recognize on the morning of May 8 at Grove Ferry in the Kent Stour valley - his
report said .. "It flew tern like with a pale belly, dark wings, and a white rump.
When I arrived at the Harrison Hide, it landed on the dried mud and something in
the back of my brain said Pratincole. I first saw the bird flying about 8.30am
and it was still viewable from the Hide when I left about 9.30am. " Sadly it could
not be found when the experts arrived at lunchtime. Last year there was an
unconfirmed report of three of these birds at Farlington Marshes on July 31and
prior to that one was at Farlington Marshes on May 1 in 2005 and that was
identified by both Jason Crook and Bob Chapman.
Kentish Plover: One was seen in Pagham Harbour from Church Norton on May
3 and then moved to Sandy Point on Hayling on May 4 (staying the whole day
there but disappearing during the night)
Dotterel: Three birds were seen on both May 5 and 6 feeding in a bare stony
field on the Sussex Downs near Chantry Hill above Storrington (south of
Pulbrough)
Western Sandpiper: What may have been one of this species or may have
been a Semi-palmated Sandpiper was in the Exe estuary area of Devon from
May 3 to 8 when it was seen to fly off
Little Stint: One at Pulborough Brooks on May 4
Pectoral Sandpiper: One was at Keyhaven (Lymington) on May 9 - first for
Hampshire this year although there had been one at Pagham Harbour on Apr 21
and 22 and another in north Cornwall on Apr 29
Curlew Sandpiper: The first to be seen in southern England this year turned up
at Abbotsbury in Dorset on May 6 after an early bird was reported at Cap GrisNez in France on Apr 18. Last year there was a May sighting at the Lymington
Marshes and in 2007 there was not only one there but also three sightings
(maybe two birds) at Farlington Marshes.
Purple Sandpiper: Eleven were at Southsea Castle on May 2 and four were in
the Bembridge area of the IoW on May 6

Dunlin: The sudden arrival of some 400 in the Christchurch Harbour area on
May 6 after a count of 160 there on May 5 shows that passage of these waders is
now under way
Whimbrel: These can still be seen all along the south coast but a count of 805
in the Dawlish area of Devon on May 3 set a new county record.
Spotted Redshank: One in full summer plumage was still in the Lymington area
on May 6
Wood Sandpiper: The first had been seen in Holland on Apr 15 and there have
been several reports from Belgium and Holland (including a count of 11 on May
1). First to be seen in England was at Dungeness RSPB on May 8
Pomarine Skua: The highest count anywhere on the south coast so far this
spring has been of 12 passing the South Foreland in Kent on Apr 25 but maybe
only a minority of these birds pass through the English Channel as on May 6 a
flock of 26 were seen in the Solway Firth area and on May 8 there was a count of
61 passing North Uist
Bonaparte's Gull: First report for the year is of one seen from Tresco in the
Scillies on May 6
Lesser Blackback Gull: These larger gull species regularly steal eggs from the
nests of other seabirds nesting on the same cliffs but I was surprised to read of a
Lesser Blackback seen flying over the Wivelsfield Green area near Haywards
Heath with a chicken's egg in its bill (seen close to a chicken farm - maybe
battery farming does given the hens some protection against such raids on free
range birds!)
Iceland Gull: Two could still be seen at a rubbish dump on St Mary's in the
Scillies on May 6
Roseate Tern: First for the year had been in the Dawlish area of the Devon
coast for more than one day prior to May 4
Little Tern: The prospects of successful breeding in Langstone Harbour look to
be pretty poor this year - one or two were first seen in the harbour on Apr 26 and
a peak count of 6 were seen entering the harbour on May 1 but none have
started to nest in the harbour so far. The first to be seen at the Oysterbeds were
a group of three seen on Apr 28 apparently prospecting for nest sites on a bare
area of the bund wall in the south west corner of the lagoon (seemingly having
decided that there was no room for them on the 'nest island' which is occupied
by up to 400 Black-headed Gulls). By May 5 as many as 5 were again seen
around the outer bund walls - though also that day one pair visited the island
four times during the afternoon (on one of these occasions they were joined by a
second pair). On May 6 at least one pair were caught on video camera visiting
the new area of shingle created by the RSPB this year on South Binness island in
Langstone Harbour (they co-opted the Army to bing a JCB onto the island using
an Army landing craft a month or so ago)

Whiskered Tern: The bird which was at the Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire on
Apr 27 and 28 has not been seen since (and may be the bird seen in Holland on
May 6)
Black Tern: The first for Hampshire this year were two seen flying west past
Titchfield Haven on May 4
Short-eared Owl: I see these are still returning from the south with birds at
both Portland and Christchurch on May 3 plus another at Portland on May 6.
Latest two have been singles at Portland and Christchurch Harbour on May 9
Nightjar: The first report of one churring came from Dorset on Apr 27 (reported
as 'heard' so I suppose that could mean 'wing clapping') and now we have a
report from Denny Wood in the New Forest where one was heard by Bird Racers
on the night of May 2-3
Swift: As early as Apr 24 one Dutch site reported a count on 947 and now
similar numbers have been seen in England with 664 over Scolt Head in Norfolk
on May 6. On the south coast there were 250 over the Blashford Lakes on May 4
and another 250 over the Stour Valley in Kent on May 5. Here in the Havant area
the first two were over my garden on May 5 and what may have been the same
group was seen in Leigh Park and over Emsworth that day. Similar reports of
small numbers visiting breeding sites are now being made all along the south
coast but for big numbers we have to go to East Anglia where, on May 8, 3873
flew south over Hunstanton and 5528 flew west at Scolt Head. On May 9 there
was an unsual report of one hitting a window of a house at Uckfield near Crawley
(it bounced off and was able to continue flying)
Wryneck: Several have been seen in East Anglia on their way north since Apr 14
and now there is a report of one on Lundy Island off Devon on May 4 following
the Apr 29 sighting near Lewes in Sussex
Crested Lark: The lone bird which arrived at Dungeness on Apr 29 left there
early on May 4 and has not been seen again
Shorelark: The first report for this year is of one on the Scillies on May 2
Red-rumped Swallow: We have now had 8 reports of this species in England
since one was seen in the Scillies on Apr 10. That was followed by one over
Andover on Apr 21 and the latest is of one at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on May 5
(the others have been in Norfolk, Kent and Devon)
Yellow Wagtail: A report of one feeding among cattle at Farlington Marshes on
May 5 caused me to check on when they ceased to breed anywhere in Hampshire
and I see it was as recently as 1999 - in 2000 there were 5 males at Farlington
but no females and nowadays they hardly bother to pause there on their way
north in the spring
Citrine Wagtail: One at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on May 6.

Nightingale: A group of enthusiasts in the Henfield area of the Adur valley in
Sussex has been making regular circuits to locate birds in that area and on the
evening of May 3 they counted 29. At Pulborough Brooks there have been up to
five birds heard but only one could be heard at Marlpit Lane near Funtington in
our area - I think the next nearest site to hear them currently would be the
Botley Woods north of Fareham.
Whinchat: One was seen at Sandy Point on Hayling on May 5 and one at
Farlington Marshes on May 7
Mistle Thrush: One singing in the Butser Hill area near Petersfield on May 9 this is only the second report of one singing anywhere in Hampshire that I am
aware of so far this year (first was in the Forestside area near Rowlands Castle
on Mar 12)
Eastern Subalpine Warbler: One was at Portland for a one day stand on May
8 - this subspecies is less common than the Western Subalpine Warbler which
can be found in western Europe - the Eastern race is normally found from Italy to
Turkey.
Willow Warbler: Although the majority of these arrived around Apr 21 there
had been a count of 250 at Portland on Mar 31 and latecomers are still arriving
with a count of 200 at Portland on May 1 and 40 at Dungeness on May 2
Spotted Flycatcher: A single at Christchurch Harbour on May 6 was only the
eighth report for the year after an early first in Dorset on Apr 21 - the first five
reports were all from Dorset but on May 7 one was a Sidlesham (Pagham
Harbour), on May 8 one was at Reculver in Kent and on May 9 one was again at
Portland
Long-tailed Tit: The first family party with their juveniles out was seen at
Titchfield Canal on May 9
Willow Tit: These can still be found in Hampshire but the Bird Racers had to go
to the Faccombe area north of Andover to tick the species. On May 4 one was
seen and heard during a bird race in Sussex.
Golden Oriole: I have seen just six reports so far this year - one at Dungeness
on Apr 12, one in the Scillies on Apr 29, one in Holland on Apr 29 and now a
female flying over an open topped car as it drove through Polegate north of
Eastbourne on May 3 (I wonder if bird watching from moving cars will soon be
banned by law? it's much more distracting than the use of mobile phones). Most
recent sightings have been at Sandwich Bay on May 6 and one on the French
coast on May 9
Woodchat Shrike: The bird at Plymouth has not been reported since May 3 but
one has been seen at Portland on May 7 and 8
Raven: A flock of 6 flying over Badminston Common in the New Forest area near
Calshot may have been a pair with their four juveniles already on the wing.

Brambling: A late bird arrived at Portland on May 6
Little Bunting: One seen on the Scillies on May 4 and 6 was not the first of the
year - one was in the Ashdown Forest area from Apr 10 to 13
Corn Bunting: Still not extinct in Hampshire - two were seen and heard at a
downland site on May 6
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Downy Emerald (was Cordulia aenia now Cordulia linaenea): Exuviae
(empty larval skins from which the adult insect has emerged) show that
this species was on the wing at Rye Harbour by May 9. This is the only new
species this week'
Butterflies
25 species in this week's reports
Small Blue: So far these have only been seen in the Portsdown area of
Hampshire with the first three seen on May 2. On May 6 a total of seven
were seen in the Paulsgrove chalk pit with at least two seen there on May
8. I had my first on the down above the chalkpit on May 9
Common Blue: Just 13 reports so far from 10 sites over the period Apr 29
to May 9. All but two reports were of single butterflies (Magdalen Hill Down
near Winchester and Malling Down near Lewes had counts of 2 each) and
so far it would appear that this species has become a real rarity
Adonis Blue: This already seems to be 'commoner' than the Common
Blue with a count of 8 at Mill Hill (Shoreham) on May 7
Holly Blue: These have at last started to appear in the Havant area Emsworth had four seen on May 2 (the first in Emsworth was seen on Apr
26), then one was in the Paulsgrove Chalkpit area of Portsdown on May 8
and one in my Havant garden on May 9
Duke of Burgundy: On May 3 a total of 56 were seen at sites in the Meon
valley suggesting the species is having a good year
Glanville Fritillary: Nine were seen in the Ventnor area (IoW) on May 3
'nectaring on vermillion' and the reporter says he has heard that the first
were seen in that area back on Apr 24. (I am at a loss to know what sort of
plant 'vermillion' is as I only know it as a mineral substance)
Wall Brown: The first was seen in Dorset on Apr 19 and there have now
been 11 reports from Dorset, Sussex and the Isle of Wight before the first
were seen in Hampshire (three at Keyhaven on May 3)
Small Heath: These have been out since Apr 21 and have been seen at
eleven sites but all reports have been of single sightings with the exception

of totals of 4 in the Friston Forest area near Eastbourne and 6 in the Meon
Valley
Moths
Common Swift (0017 Hepialus lupulinus): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 4
Nematopogon swammerdamella (0140): First seen in the Thanet area
of Kent on May 2
Adela rufimitrella (0152): First seen in the Thanet area of Kent on May
2
Skin Moth (0227 Monopis laevigella): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 1
Oak Leaf miner (0320 Phyllonorycter quercifoliella): First seen in
the Thanet area of Kent on May 2
Phyllonorycter messaniella (0321): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 2
Hornbeam Leaf miner (0343 Phyllonorycter esperella): First seen in
the Thanet area of Kent on May 2
Argyresthia trifasciata (0409a): First seen in the Thanet area of Kent
on May 7
Parsnip Moth (0672 Depressaria pastinacella): First seen in the
Thanet area of Kent on May 6
Phtheochroa rugosana (0925): First seen in the Thanet area of Kent on
Apr 29
Syndemis musculana (0986): First seen in the Thanet area of Kent on
May 2
Lichen Button (1061 Acleris literana): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 2
Eudonia angustea (1342): First seen in the Thanet area of Kent on May
7
White-spotted Sable (1381 Anania funebris): First at Park Corner
Heath near Eastbourne on May 6
Fox Moth (1638 Macrothylacia rubi): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 2
Pebble Hook-tip (1648 Drepana falcataria): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2

Birch Mocha (1677 Cyclophora albipunctata): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2
Small Phoenix (1759 Ecliptopera silaceata): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2
Spruce Carpet (1769 Thera brittanica): First seen in the Thanet area
of Kent on May 6
Broken-barred Carpet (1773 Electrophaes corylata): First seen in
the Thanet area of Kent on May 2
The Rivulet (1802 Perizoma affinitatum): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2
White-spotted Pug (1835 Eupithecia tripunctaria): First seen in the
Thanet area of Kent on May 6
The Seraphim (1879 Lobophora laterata): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2
Yellow-barred Brindle (1883 Acasis viretata): First seen in the
Thanet area of Kent on Apr 30
Square Spot (1949 Paradarisa consonaria): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2
Grey Birch (1951 Aethalura punctulata): First seen in the Thanet area
of Kent on May 2
Eyed Hawkmoth (1980 Smerinthus ocellata): First at Pagham
Harbour on May 6. Lime Hawk and Poplar Hawk have already been
reported.
Lobster Moth (1999 Stauropus fagi): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 2
Pale Prominent (2011 Pterostoma palpina): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 6
Pale Tussock (2028 Dasychira pudibunda): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on Apr 30
Orange Footman (2043 Eilema sororcula): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 2
Light Brocade (2157 Lacanobia w-latinum): First at Ringmer (Lewes)
on May 1
Broad-barred White (2164 Hecatera bicolorata): First seen in the
Thanet area of Kent on May 7

The Campion (2166 Hadena rivularis): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 6
Grey Dagger (2284 Acronicta psi): First seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on May 6
Rustic Shoulder-knot (2334 Apamea sordens): First seen in the
Thanet area of Kent on May 2
Dark Spectacle (2449 Abrostola trigemina): First seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on May 6
Other Insects
Stag Beetle: First I know of was seen on May 10 - a large male on its
back in Wade Court Road at Langstone
PLANTS
Marsh Horsetail: Many fertile spikes seen in the Langstone South Moors 'orchid
field' on May 6
Love-in-the-mist (Nigella damascena): First flowers in Havant on May 6
Common Poppy: The first single flower seen beside Harts Farm Way in the
Broadmarsh area on May 6
Smith's Pepperwort: Flowering on Sinah Common (South Hayling) on May 5
Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis): Still some flowers left at Sinah
Common on May 5
Sea Kale: My first sight of this in flower along the shingle of the Hayling
shoreline on May 5 but flowering at Rye Harbour on Apr 29
Horse Radish: One plant in full flower by the gate into the new carpark at the
south end of Southmoor Lane on May 6
Weld: Just starting to flower in Havant on May 6
Fairy Flax: Plenty in flower on Portsdown on May 9
Pale Flax: Flowering at Durlston on May 8
Field Pansy: First flower on Portsdown on May 9
Bladder Campion: Just one flower open on Portsdown on May 9
Nottingham Catchfly: Not yet in flower but while checking the Green Winged
orchids on Sinah Common on May 5 I found at least two plants with flower buds
at the usual site
Lesser Stitchwort: An early first plant among the wildflower seed area at the
south end of Southmoor Lane on May 6

Sea Sandwort (Honckenya peploides): First flower seen at Sinah Common
(south Hayling) on May 5. By May 10 masses were in flower on the north pier of
the old Hayling rail line
Small Flowered Cranesbill: First flowers found on Sinah Common (south
Hayling) on May 5
Hedgerow Cranesbill: First flowers of the new season on a plant which had
been recently mown in roadside grass beside Southmoor Lane in Havant seen on
May 6
Tree Lupin: The first yellow flowers seen on Sinah Common on May 5
Bitter vetch (Lathyrus linifolius): Flowering in the Thanet area of Kent on
May 5 - time to look for it in Havant Thicket and the edges of Blendworth
Common north of Bells Copse
Dog Rose: Flowers out on one bush on the mound south of Budds Farm in
Havant on May 6
Silverweed: My first sight of these flowers at Broadmarsh on May 6 but this had
been seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth as early as Apr 19
Pellitory of the Wall: First flowers for this year seen on the wall of St Thomas
church at Old Bedhampton on May 6
Cushion Spurge (Euphorbia polychroma): This has been growing 'wild' on
the Slipper Mill roadside at Emsworth for a good many years and Brian Fellows
found it in flower on May 7
Knotted Hedge Parsley: One of the plants in a tiny patch of grass between
entrances to industrial premises half way down Southmooor Lane in Havant had
flowers on May 6
Fool's Parsley: One plant starting to flower on May 6 among the wildflower
seed plants at the south end of Southmoor Lane in Havant
Sanicle: This was flowering in the Thanet area of Kent on May 5 and is now
common on Portsdown and in local woodland.
Wild Parsnip: A very small plant was in flower on Portsdown on May 9
Scarlet Pimpernel: First plant with a mass of flowers seen in Havant on May 6
Early Gentian (Gentianella anglica): Up to six plants flowering on Portsdown
shortly before May 8 when a couple of the plants were seen by John Goodspeed.
It is also starting to flower at Durlston (and hopefully at Noar Hill near
Petersfield). Not to be confused with Spring Gentian (Gentiana verna) which
is a rarity only found in northern England and west Ireland

Common Figwort: At least one open flower among many buds on plants along
the Broadmarsh cycle track on May 6
Yellow Rattle: This was flowering at Durlston on May 1 but no local reports
until I found it flowering on Sinah Common on May 5
Slender Thistle: This had started flowering in two areas at Havant on May 6 Brian Fellows found it in the Southmoor Lane site and I found some on the old
Broadmarsh playing fields
Cornflower: Several new flowers out among the wildflower seed sown area at
the south end of Southmoor Lane in Havant on May 6
Rough Hawkbit: The first I know of were plants flowering on Portsdown on
May 9
Hieracium exotericum: I was confused as to how to name this Hawkweed
when I found the first specimens on Portsdown on Apr 29 but I am now pretty
sure it fits into the exotericum group - many more plants flowering on Portsdown
on May 9
Black Bryony: Flowers open on plants beside the Hayling Coastal Path on May 5
Herb Paris: Plants flowering in the Rake Bottom area north of Butser Hill were
seen by the Havant Wildlife Group on May 9
Solomon's Seal: Also flowering in the Butser Hill area on May 9
Twayblade Orchid: First report of this in flower also came from the Havant
Wildlife Group at Butser Hill on May 9
Lady Orchid: One plant was starting to flower on May 9 by the roadside in the
Belle Tout area of Beachy Head
OTHER WILDLIFE
Polecat: Two more sightings of Polecats in Hampshire - one seen somewhere in
Hampshire during the night of May 1-2 by birders driving around the country on a
'bird race', the other a corpse seen by the Alton bypass on May 2. In neither case
was the animal examined closely enough to say whether it was a genuine wild
Polecat or an escaped Polecat type Ferret
Muntjac: One of these also seen somewhere in Hampshire during the night of
May 1-2 by bird-racers and another was seen in the Alton area on May 4
Frog??: A huge tadpole 13 cm long was found in a Kent pond (one of the
Lade pits near Dungeness) on May 4. A normal Common Frog tadpole would
at most measure 5 cm and a Marsh Frog no more than 8 cm. This one may
have been a genetic anomaly or possibly the offspring of an American Bullfrog.

Fungi: Some excellent specimens of Dryad's Saddle seen by the Havant
Wildlife Group in Rake Bottom at the north foot of Butser Hill (Petersfield area).
One example of Hare's Foot Inkcap (Coprinus lagopus) was seen nearby
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 4 - 10 (WEEK 18 OF 2009)
Sun 10 May
My own finds today were the first Stag Beetle that I know of for this year - a
hefty male lying on its back in Wade Lane at Langstone. I only just missed
running it over with my bike but stopped and moved it to the side of the road
(right way up!).
I was on my way to check on the Langstone Pond Swan nest in which the
young coud have hatched as early as May 1 though I have heard no news of
them. I eventually found a healthy brood of six cygnets with their parents in
the Langbrook stream (with the tide high they were in the pool at the end of Mill
Lane but will normally be seen from now on near the mouth of the stream where
they feel safe from the Foxes around Langstone Pond).
Plants seen on the north pier of the old rail line during my search for the Swans
included a lovely show of Scarlet Pimpernel (only the second I have seen) and
a mass of Sea Sandwort in flower
Sat 9 May
This afternoon I walked along the south face of Portsdown Hill from the layby
just west of the roundabout to Portchester Common and back - on the way out I
negotiated the 'Fort Southwick blockage' by following the roadside which I found
to be easy (plenty of roadside grass verge to walk on) and on the way back I
went to the foot of the hill and found there is a path connecting the two sides of
the 'blockage' without having to use the roads of the Paulsgrove estate.
My main aim was to see the Early Gentians described on John Goodspeed's
website after he had seen them yesterday - I failed to do this (but have since got
more detailed instructions from him) but I did find my first Small Blue butterfly
for the year and added Rough Hawkbit, Fairy Flax, Sanicle, Field Pansy,
Wild Parsnip and Bladder Campion to my flowering plant list. Also seen were
a lot more of the Hieracium exotericum Hawkweed which I only came across
for the first time on a recent visit to Portsdown, a better showing of Horseshoe
Vetch than I have found in previous visits to the hill, and the first good showing
of Bittersweet Nightshade in flower. Not too many birds but I was pleased to
hear at least five Lesser Whitethroats singing.
Wed 6 May
Seventeen new plants for my yearlist plus a Common Blue butterfly
A walk around Havant this morning and a cycle ride to Broadmarsh in the
afternoon added seventeen new flowering plants to my year list, including Dog
Rose, Common Poppy, Knotted Hedge Parsley and Lesser Stitchwort in

the afternoon and Scarlet Pimpernel in the morning when I also found the first
flowering Weld, Small-flowered Cranesbill and 'Love in the Mist' (Nigella
damascena).
In the afternoon I first visited Bedhampton to see if the House Martin nest
boxes in Staunton Road (house next to the southern end of the footbridge over
the railway) had residents as Tony Tupper tells me that all the nest boxes on his
house overlooking the Hermitage Stream in the centre of Leigh Park are now
occupied. When I got to the house I was lucky enough to see the owner in his
garden and he told me that the boxes were not used last year and no birds have
claimed them yet this year so I continued my journey and did see at least two
House Martins seemingly resident over houses just north of St Thomas chuurch
in Old Bedhampton where I also had the first flowering Pellitory of the Wall.
On the abandoned Harts Farm Way playing fields I added Slender Thistle to the
flowering list (and found both Cut-leaved and Round-leaved Cranesbill in
flower). Crossing the road onto the cycle way leading west I found one Common
Poppy in flower along the edge of Broadmarsh before stopping again to record
the first Curled Dock in flower and as I did so a Common Blue butterfly flew
past.
Further down this cycle way I found one flower open on one of many plants of
Common Figwort that were in bud and soon added Silver-weed (Brian
Fellows had seen this as early as Apr 19 but this was my first).
On my way home I diverted down Southmoor Lane to Budds Farm and was
rewarded with the first flower on Knotted Hedge Parsley in a regular roadside
site where many plants are close mown in grass but a few hide under a wooden
fence which shields them from the mower. Nearing the end of the road I found
Cornflowers had joined the Corn Marigolds in the wildflower sown patch. A
closer look along this patch gave me three surprise items - Lesser Stichwort,
Horseradish, and Fool's Parsley.
On the slope up to the Budds Farm Pools one Dog Rose bush was in full flower
but there was nothing of special interest on the pools other than three male
Gadwall.
Going back up Southmoor Lane the grass had recently been cut on the west side
verge but a patch of colour among the green gave me a final tick of 'freshly
dead Hedgerow Cranesbill'.
Tue 5 May
Down the Hayling Coastal Path
Early this morning, with low cloud scudding over and obscuring the sun, I
glimpsed my first two Swifts of the year - needless to say they did not stay!
A cycle ride from Havant to Gunner Point on Hayling this afternoon gave me one
new bird for the year (a very belated Wheatear), one new butterfly (Small
Copper), and eight new flowering plants including the lovely yellow Tree Lupins
plus Sea Radish and Sea Kale.
There was nothing of special interest until I reached the Oysterbeds where the
number of Black-headed Gulls seemed to have decreased and the number of
Common Terns to have increased (at least 8 pairs seemingly established at
nests on the island) but there was no sign of a Little Tern.

Common Whitethroats were numerous along the coastal path and as I was
passing Stoke Bay I found a cluster of Three-Cornered Leek (or Garlic) in
fresh flower beside the Coastal path and plenty of Sea Kale on the shingle. In
the Saltmarsh Lane area I had my first new flower (Black Bryony) with
Remote Sedge nearby. Round-leaved Cranesbill was out at the foot of a
lamp-post in Park Road and the Tartarian Honeysuckle bush at Sinah Gravel
Pit was a mass of pink blossom.
At the Kench Sea Radish became the second new flower, and at the Ferry Inn
roundabout the Early Forget-me-not was still in flower. Then, while still in the
harbour entrance carpark area, I saw the first bush of Tree Lupin flowering on
the golf course.
Nearing Gunner Point, as I came out from Tamarisks behind which I had found
Spring Vetch (flowers are really minute - much smaller than some small plants
of Common Vetch near them), I disturbed a single Wheatear which I was not
expecting in the afternoon. Heading towards the Green Winged Orchids (now
at their most numerous and in full flower) I twice nearly ran over Small Copper
butterflies before I saw what may have been a Small Heath flying away from
me. Also in this area Yellow Rattle was starting to flower (another first for me)
and a Linnet was in full song.
Near the orchids I saw the closed flower buds of two plants of Nottingham
Catchfly, and on the shingle nearer the sea I found my first Sea Sandwort
beginning to flower. Leaving the beach and nearing the east end of the mini golf
course I stopped to look for Shepherd's Cress (which still had some flowers but
mostly seeds) and around it was lots of Smith's Pepperwort in fresh flower.
After passing the Inn on the Beach and the Skatepark I stopped to look for signs
of the Proliferous Pinks - no joy in that but I did find my first Small Flowered
Cranesbill and saw Bur Chervil in flower. Also here the English Stonecrop
was about to flower and I found Common Ramping Fumitory and Lesser
Trefoil.
After writing this I had a look at Brian Fellows' diary as he had been at the
Oysterbeds this morning and I read that there had been five Little Terns there
this morning, seen near the south west corner of the lagoon where I had seen
three last week. He had also seen more Black-headed Gulls and fewer
Common Terns than I did in the afternoon.
SUMMARY FOR APR 27 - MAY 3 (WEEK 17 OF 2009)
News of raptors includes mentions of Honey Buzzards, Black Kites (a flock of
271!) and Montagu's Harriers with possible Rough-legged Buzzard and
Red-footed Falcon but I was most intested in the observation of a Common
Buzzard catching food on the ground after hovering above it like a
Kestrel (separate news says the Buzzards last year took all the Avocet
chicks off the ground at Titchfield Haven before they could fly). Little
Terns have started to show up at the Hayling Oysterbeds (but will find little room
left for them on the nesting islands) and passing Black Terns are now being
seen along the south coast. Firsts reported this week are Long-tailed Skua,

Whiskered Tern, Bee Eater, Crested Lark, Red-throated Pipit, Eastern
Bonelli's Warbler, Collared Flycatcher, and Rustic Bunting. More expected
firsts are the first Robin and Stonechat juveniles seen out of the nest.
Six new dragonfly species have joined the Hairy Dragonflies and Large
Red Damsels and among the 24 butterfly species reported during the week
are the first Wood White, Common Blue and Adonis Blue while more and
more reports of Painted Ladies show that an invasion is under way. Moth news
includes a sighting of a Hornet Moth at Bognor and the first two Hawkmoths
of the year (Lime and Poplar). Mother Shipton and Burnet Companion
have joined the day flying Cinnabar moths. Among other insects Brian Fellows
has introduced me to a 'new to me' Ladybird species (26-spot) which does
not eat aphids but can be eaten by the dreaded Harlequin Ladybirds. I also
have news of the first Oak Apple and what goes on within it plus the saga of
the House Spider which caught me with my trousers down.
At least 34 plant species started to flower this week, among them White Clover,
Hogweed, Bur Chervil, Lesser Trefoil and Cut-leaved Cranesbill.
Other Wildlife this week has a first ever observation of a Roe Deer swimming
across the Emsworth Channel from Hayling to Thorney Island plus two
more sightings of migratory bats coming in off the sea.
BIRDS
Divers: All three common species are still passing up the English Channel (93
Black-throated went past Cap Gris-Nez on Apr 28 with 32 Red-throated).
Great Northern seem to prefer our side of the Channel and one paused on the
sea off Sandy Point (Hayling) on Apr 28 while 4 were still in Weymouth Bay on
Apr 29. On May 1 a single Black-throated plus a single Red-throated were
seen to fly north into Langstone Harbour
Fulmar: For many years this species has been pushing south around the British
Isles and they now breed on the Sussex, Isle of Wight and Dorset coast. This
week they have been seen in ones and twos at Lymington, Gosport and Hayling
Island in Hampshire and 26 were seen from Selsey Bill on May 2
Bittern: One was still at the Dungeness RSPB reserve this week and at least one
was regularly booming in the Kent Stour valley reedbeds.
Purple Heron: These are uncommon visitors to Britain (just one in Cornwall on
Mar 29 so far this year) but are regularly reported on the near continent in small
numbers (max 4 at one site on Apr 15) but on Apr 30 there seems to have been
a surge in numbers with 15 at a Dutch site near Rotterdam.
Sacred Ibis: One was seen at a Dutch site on May 1 but I am not sure of the
status of this species on the continent (maybe it was an escape, though
apparently wild Glossy Ibis are occasionally seen in Britain)

Barnacle Goose: There is a sedentary feral population at few sites in southern
England (the biggest, I think, is a flock of more than 300 in the north east of the
Isle of Wight originating from Flamingo Park near Ryde) and we occasionally see
what are probably escapes from collections (and much more rarely flocks of
migrants) but in Holland there is not only a big feral population but large scale
migration - on Apr 24 a total of 1895 flew north over one Dutch site
Brent Goose: Only three reports this week - on Apr 26 two flew east in the
Lymington area and Apr 29 two went east past Sandy Point on Hayling while on
Apr 28 two went past Cap Gris-Nez. Two which I saw on May 2 at Cutmill Creek
(north end of the Bosham Channel in Chichester Harbour) were presumably
staying for the summmer.
Red-breasted Merganser: I do not record all reports of this species but I
believe that the great majority have now left. On Apr 28 I recorded 38 passing
Selsey but since then I have only noted a sighting of 3 in the Lymington area on
Apr 26 (when 8 were seen at Selsey) following a couple on Apr 25 and 10
passing Seaford on Apr 24
Hooded Merganser: The bird which has been at Weymouth since last June was
last mentioned on Apr 7 and seems to have vanished as mysteriously as if
arrived.
Honey Buzzard: The first heard of this year was seen crossing the Isle of Wight
on Apr 3 and on Apr 28 one flew over the visitor centre at Pulborough Brooks.
Latest report is of one flying west over Patcham in the Brighton area on May 2.
Needless to say the majority of arrivals go unreported if they are in potential
breeding areas.
Black Kite: Mark Cutts Apr 29 entry on the excellent Three Amigos website (
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo ) has a photo of a flock of 271 Black
Kites arriving over Gibralter when he was there on Apr 29 (the website has lots
of local news and marvellous photos and is well worth having on your Favourites
list)
Montagu's Harrier: A probable was back in England at Pulborough Brooks on
Apr 18 with a definite sighting of a male in Devon on Apr 25 followed by a female
in the Scillies on Apr 27 and 29 (four more came back from Africa to be seen over
Gibralter on Apr 29). Latest sightings in Britain were both on Apr 30 - one at
Reculver on the north Kent coast and one in the Scillies.
Sparrowhawk: We tend to think of these as residents here in southern England
but a good number of them are migrants (probably to and from sites further
north where they would not survive the winter). On Apr 26 four seen at Selsey
and five at Dungeness were probably arriving migrants while on Apr 29 thirteen
flew over one Dutch site and more than 40 were seen arriving at Gibralter from
Africa. On May 1 one flew in from the sea at Selsey Bill

Common Buzzard: Hovering is supposedly a charactertic of Rough-legged
Buzzards but in the New Forest on Apr 29 Andrew Walmsley not only watched a
Common Buzzard hovering (coming lower in stages like a Kestrel) and saw it
pounce on prey on the ground which it took to a nearby post to eat. Last year
one Buzzard at Titchfield Haven ate all the Avocet chicks there before they could
fly
Rough-legged Buzzard: Reports of these in Hampshire are usually received
with scepticism so Steve Keen is careful to report one which he saw heading
south east over Barton on sea on Apr 29 as a probable though he is fairly
confident of its id.
Red-footed Falcon: Late news of what was probably one of these in the
Climping area near the mouth of the R Arun on Apr 25 - both the jizz and call
were not those of a Kestrel or Hobby. On May 2 an adult female was seen over
the Fairlight Country Park on the coast at Hastings
Hobby: Four were seen at Titchfield Haven on Apr 30 - since the first arrived at
Portland on Mar 27 some 40 have been reported.
Quail: First report of these that I have seen this year is of two at a Dutch site on
Apr 29 (one was seen at the same site on May 1)
Common Crane: One was reported to have landed on Horsea Island
(Portsmouth Harbour) and to have been seen from the M275 but there has been
no further confirmation and the most recent sighting in southern England was of
one flying south east over Horsham on Apr 19
Avocet: Four pairs were present at Titchfield Haven on May 3 - last year all the
chicks hatched there were eaten by a local Buzzard.
Dotterel: There was an early sighting of one in a field near Climping (mouth of
R Arun) on Apr 18 and now four have been seen together at Cap Gris-Nez on Apr
28
Temmincks Stint: One present in Cornwall on Apr 29 when a Pectoral
Sandpiper and Little Stint were present at the same site (Walmesley Sanctuary
north of Wadebridge) and an Alpine Swift flew over
Bar-tailed Godwit: Peak count of this spring's passage so far in of 735 seen at
Dungeness on May 1
Whimbrel: Plenty of these now passing through - at dawn on Apr 28 one
hundred came out of the roost at Rye Harbour
Common Sandpiper: What must have been a newly arrived migrant was
sleeping off its long overnight journey on one of the rafts in the Slipper Mill Pond
at Emsworth on Apr 26 (migrants have been arriving since Apr 11). Migrants are
now turning up in small numbers all along the south coast - four were at the
Testwood Lakes (Totton, Southampton) on Apr 23 but the biggest number in the
current news is of three at Peveril Point near Swanage on Apr 30.

Pomarine Skua: These have been passing up Channel since Apr 16 and some
60 have been reported since then with a maximum day count of 12 at Bockhill
(South Foreland) on Apr 25
Long-tailed Skua: First report of this species for the year was of one at
Dungeness on Apr 25
Little Tern: First report of them back in Langstone Harbour came from Kevin
Stouse when he was leading a walk round Farlington Marshes on Apr 26 and on
Apr 28 I saw three fishing and landing on the outer bund wall of the Hayling
Oysterbeds (no room for them on the nesting island in the lagoon - it was too
crowded with Black-headed Gulls though two pairs of Common Terns had
squeezed in)
Whiskered Tern: One was at Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire (on the
Bedfordshire border) on both Apr 27 and 28 (distant photos on the Paxton
website at http://paxtonpits.blogspot.com/ )
Black Tern: Singles were seen at Paxton Pits (Cambridgeshire) on Apr 19 and 24
but the only other sightings so far in England are of one passing Selsey on Apr
24, two at Dungeness on Apr 25 with one there on Apr 26. Over the Channel 17
went past Cap Gris-Nez on Apr 28 and 15 were seen at a Dutch site on Apr 30
(when we had the biggest count so far of 8 seen at Dungeness)
Puffin: The first Hampshire sighting of the year was of 2 at Hurst (Lymington)
on Apr 30
Turtle Dove: The first was seen at Sidlesham (Pagham Harbour) on Apr 14 and
there have been 20 reports since then including one in Stansted Forest (East
Park) on Apr 25, at least one near the Thorney Little Deeps on Apr 26 (with two
seemingly established there since Apr 27), and one in Creech Woods at Denmead
on Apr 28. At least one could be heard near the Little Deeps on Thorney on May
1
Nightjar: A report of one seen feeding by day in the New Forest on Apr 22 has
now been followed by a report of one churring on Upton Heath (north of Poole)
on Apr 27
Swift: Plenty of sightings since the first was seen near Weymouth on Apr 9.
Sussex had its first on Apr 13 at Selsey and Hampshire had one over Romsey on
Apr 14. By Apr 25 there were 20 over the Blashford Lakes and on Apr 28 there
were 20 over Titchfield Haven while on Apr 29 more than 15 were circling round
Lewes Castle (possibly intending to nest there). On Apr 30 more than 100 were
over the Blashford Lake and more than 9 were seen at Titchfield Haven.
Alpine Swift: One at Wadebridge in Cornwall on Apr 29 was the sixth seen in
Britain this year.
Bee-eater: First report for the year comes from Holland on May 1 - none yet in
Britain.

Wryneck: Two were seen in East Anglia on Apr 14 and one was at Folkestone
on Apr 18. Latest news is of three at Spurn Point on the Yorkshire coast on Apr
29 when another was seen at Glynde by the Sussex Ouse upstream of Lewes
Crested Lark: These birds are so common just across the channel that they are
called 'Carpark Larks' by visitors to Calais but they rarely cross the channel so one
at Dungeness on Apr 30 was a great surprise - it was still there on May 1.
Red-rumped Swallow: The fourth to reach Britain this year was at Bockhill
(South Foreland) on Apr 26 and the fifth was seen at Dungeness (RSPB) on May
1
House Martin: A flock of 50 were over a sewage works at Barcmbe near Lewes
on Apr 27. Of local interest one was over my garden on May 2 and has
subsequently been heard several times - presumably the birds which normally
nest in the Bellair Road area of Havant are back
Tawny Pipit: One had been seen in Holland on Apr 15 and now singles have
been reported at two different Belgian sites on Apr 30 and May 1
Red-throated Pipit: First mention for the year goes to a Dutch site where one
was seen on May 1.
Robin: Probably not the first to leave its nest this year (but the first I know of) a
fledgling was photographed at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on May 2
Stonechat: A pair at North Baddesley (near Romsey) had a fledged juvenile
with them on May 1
Wheatear: Three arrivals at Christchurch Harbour on May 2 were thought to be
the first of the larger Greenland race birds for this year.
Ring Ouzel: One was close to Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire on Apr 29 and
was still there on May 2 (maybe one of the last to be seen in Hampshire this
spring)
Mistle Thrush: These are now real rarities in south east Hampshire so one at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Apr 28 was not only the first for that site (at least
this year) but also a notable sighting for the area.
Eastern Bonelli's Warbler: Western race Bonelli's are rarities but an
Eastern race bird seen at Portland on May 1 was even rarer and a first for both
Portland and Dorset. It seems there have only been four previous sightings of the
species in Britain, the first was in the Scillies in 1987 and the most recent was in
Devon in 2004. In 1995 one was in Northumberland and in 1998 one was in
Shetland.
Wood Warbler: So far this spring I have seen 16 records of this relatively rare
species and one of them was of a bird singing by the IBM Lake in Portsmouth on
May 2.

Spotted Flycatcher: Second for the year following one at Portland on Apr 21
was another single in Dorset at Morden Bog (southwest of Poole Harbour) on Apr
28
Collared Flycatcher: A male at Portland on Apr 28 was a first for both Portland
and Dorset county. It was still there on May 2 and has attracted so many birders
that a field has had to be taken over for parking to avoid bringing Portland traffic
to a standstill. No more than one bird of this species reaches Britain each year
since the first record in 1947 - it has been seen in West Sussex (in 2002) but not
previously in any south coast counties west of Sussex.
Pied Flycatcher: A female was seen near Fort Widley on Portsdown Hill on May
2 (last year we had an even more local record for the Havant area when one was
seen on the Langstone shore near Pook Lane on both Apr 6 and 7)
Golden Oriole: One has already been reported at Dungeness on Apr 12 and
now we have reports of two more on Apr 29 (one in the Scillies and one in
Holland)
Woodchat Shrike: One was in Cornwall on Apr 18, then there were reports of
one on the Scillies on Apr 24 and 26 and then one in a cemetery at Plymouth on
Apr 27 and 28. Now we are told of one at Sherborne in Dorset on Apr 29 - is this
all the same bird?
Rustic Bunting: On Apr 28 one was seen near Arlington reservoir in the
Cuckmere Valley (the single observer only had a brief view but claims to be 100%
sure of the id). While it is similar to a Reed Bunting the male has distictive white
markings on the black parts of the head and a bright rufous colour on its breast
and mantle. This is not a mega rarity (the BTO gets some 9 reports each year)
and it has been recorded in Hampshire as well as both East and West Sussex
Reed Bunting: One was back at Langstone Pond on Apr 27.
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Eight species currently on the wing including Hairy Dragonfly and Large
Red Damsel. New this week are ...
Four Spotted Chaser: Out at Rye Harbour by Apr 30
Red Eyed Damsel: Several out at Rye Harbour by Apr 28
Blue-tailed Damsel: First seen at Dungeness on Apr 23
Common Blue Damsel: First at Dungeness on Apr 24
Azure Damsel: First at Rye Harbour on Apr 27
Variable Damsel: First reported in the Kent Stour valley on Apr 25 with
others in the Rye area on Apr 27

Butterflies
24 species listed in the latest reports, including ...
Wood White: First seen in woods on the Kent Surrey border near Plaistow
(between Horsham and Haslemere) - two out on Apr 26
Brown Argus: First to be reported (on Apr 24) was already worn when
seen at Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester). Since seen at Newhaven in
Sussex and near Andover
Common Blue: First was seen at Noar Hill on Apr 26 - no further reports
so far.
Holly Blue: I now have 34 reports covering potenially 64 butterflies but
while they have been seen in Emsworth and Gosport I have still to see one
in the Havant area.
Adonis Blue: An early male seen at Durlston on Apr 29 with another on
May 3
Duke of Burgundy: 32 were counted at Noar Hill on Apr 26 where the
first appeared on Apr 15
Painted Lady: No big counts yet in England but large number are
reported coming north on the continent. I have 23 reports between Apr 2
and May 2 including a possible in my Havant garden on Apr 26 and three
definite sighting at Chidham (east of Thorney Island) on May 2
Pearl Bordered Fritillary: Now flying at Rewell Wood (Arundel), Bentley
Wood (west of Stockbridge) and Parkhill Inclosure in the New Forest. First
appeared on Apr 19 but no counts of more than 8 so far.
Wall Brown: None in Hampshire but they can now be seen at three
Sussex sites, two places in the Isle of Wight and at Durlston where the first
was seen on Apr 19
Small Heath: Now out at three Sussex sites since the first was seen at Mill
Hill (Shoreham) on Apr 21. By Apr 26 there were six seen in the Meon
Valley and on Apr 29 one was seen on Chalton Down north of Rowands
Castle
Moths
Feathered Bright (0130 Incurvaria masculella): This is the first of the
Longhorn moths to be reported - seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr
26
Hornet Moth (0370 Sesia apiformis): One settled on a plastic box
beside a gardener in Aldwick (Bognor Regis) on Apr 26 and was
subsequently identified from the photo taken by the surprised gardener,

Nettle Tap (0385 Anthophila fabriciana): First at Denton (Newhaven)
on Apr 26
Elachista atricomella (0597): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr
26
Elachista rufocinerea (0608): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr
26
Elachista argentella (0610): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr 26
Esperia sulphurella (0649): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr 26
Garden Cosmet (0893 Mompha epilobiella): First at Denton shortly
before Apr 26
Gynnidomorpha vectisana (0929): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on
Apr 26
Grapholita compositella (1241): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on
Apr 26
Grapholita internana Gorse moth (1242): Seen in the Thanet area of
Kent on Apr 26
Grapholita jungiella (1251): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr 26
Cydia succedana (1255 aka Cydia ulicetana): Seen in the Thanet area
of Kent on Apr 26
Pyrausta cingulata (1367): The first report of this species that I have
ever seen came from Chalton Down (Rowlands Castle) on Apr 24. The UK
Moths website says of this species:.. "One of our lesser-known species,
being rather local, mainly in chalky districts and by the coast. It is found in
suitable areas throughout Britain to mid Scotland. The foodplant is believed
to be wild thyme (Thymus polytrichus). The adults are quite distinctive and
fly during the daytime. They are on the wing in May and June, and as a
second generation from July to August"
Adaina microdactyla (1517): Seen in the Thanet area of Kent on Apr 26
Ground Lackey (1635 Malacosoma castrensis): Seen in the Thanet
area of Kent on Apr 26
Frosted Green (1660 Polyploca ridens): Seen at Wadhurst near
Crowborough on Apr 30
Brown Silver-line (1902 Petrophora chlorosata): First seen in the
Beckley Woods north of Hastings on Apr 25
Yellow Belle (1968 Aspitates ochrearia): First on Malling Down
(Lewes) on Apr 26

Lime Hawkmoth (1979 Mimas tiliae): Seen at Wadhurst near
Crowborough on Apr 30
Poplar Hawkmoth (1981 Laothoe populi): Seen in the Rye town area
on Apr 30
Puss Moth (1995 Cerura vinula): A male seen in the Beckley Woods
north of Hastings on Apr 25 was a good find
Sallow Kitten (1997 Furcula furcula): Seen in the Findon valley at
Worthing on May 1
Cinnabar moth (2069 Tyria jacobaeae): We have already reported the
first of these moths (at Newhaven in Apr 21) and now there is another
report from Friston Forest near Eastbourne on Apr 26
Bright-line Brown-eye (2160 Lacanobia oleracea): First of year in
the Thanet area of Kent on Apr 24
Mother Shipton (2462 Callistege mi): Several of these day flying
moths were seen in the Meon Valley on Apr 26 (first for year)
Burnet Companion (2463 Euclidia glyphica): First for year on Malling
Down (Lewes) on Apr 26
Moth/Butterfly Larvae (Brown-tail Moth): The second report of a
single larval tent of Brown-tail moth caterpillars comes from
Farlington Marshes on Apr 25 - it continues to seem that this species is at a
low point in its long term cycle of population
Moth/Butterfly Larvae (Peacock caterpillars): A nest of small black
caterpillars on a nettle at Chidham (east of Thorney Island) on May 2 were
probably Peacock butterfly larvae
Other Insects
Crane Flies: These are now appearing in grassland and I found two
specimens of one of the smaller species mating when I was at Chidham on
May 2
Biorhiza pallida (Gall Wasp): A fresh Oak Apple on an Oak at
Warblington on Apr 27 was my first evidence of the presence of this
species this year - the sexual generation of wasps will emerge in June
(each Oak Apple contains many wasps but all of the same sex - some
apples are all male, others all female). After mating the females crawl down
the Oak tree and lay eggs on its fine terminal roots underground. When
these eggs have hatched (in small round galls attached to the roots) the
next (parthenogenic) generation - all flightless females - will crawl back up
the tree in the early spring of the following year and will lay eggs (which
become Oak Apples) without further mating.

Red-headed Cardinal Beetle (Pyrochroa serraticornis): First report
from Guestling Wood (north of Hastings) on Apr 27
24-spot Ladybird (Subcoccinella 24-punctata): Brian Fellows found
and photographed one of these tiny red and black beetles (3 mm long) on
a nettle at Brook Meadow (Emsworth) on Apr 28. Unlike the majority of
Ladybirds which are carnivores (eating aphids) this species is strictly
vegetarian (but that does not prevent it being eaten by one of the large
Harlequin Ladybirds if the two chance to meet). This is a new species for
my database.
"Thigh beetle" (Oedemera nobilis): I came on a pair of these mating in
a Buttercup flower on Portsdown on Apr 29 (first for year)
Lily leaf beetle (Lilioceris lilii): This bright red garden pest species was
first seen this year in a Portsdown Hill garden in the week ending Apr 26
House Spider (Tegenaria gigantea): These 'hairy monsters' are our
British version of the Tarantulas of 'foreign parts' and I had a big surprise
during the week when, sitting on the loo with my trousers down, I reached
for the loo paper only to find one of these spiders cowering beside the
paper holder within an inch of my hand. Luckily neither party panicked and
a transfer of the spider to the garden shed was achieved after I had made
myself presentable.
PLANTS
Small Flowered Buttercup: This had started to flower at Durlston on Apr 30
and could be seen in the carpark there but it is very unlikely to be found in south
east Hampshire (maybe still occurs in south west Hampshire?)
Thread-leaved Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus trichophyllus): Flowering at
Durlston on May 3 and probably to be found around Havant area (in the small
ponds at Farlington Marshes?) but I have not yet come on it or heard of it here.
Garden Aquilegia: A frequent garden escape (not to be confused with the wild
Columbine). In full flower on Portsdown on Apr 27
Dames Violet: Both white and violet flowers were open on the cluster of plants
at the Hayling Oysterbeds (east of the north end of the 'earth mound') on Apr 28
Hairy rock cress (Arabis hirsuta): Several plants starting to flower on
Portsdown on Apr 29
Sea Kale: First flowers reported at Rye Harbour on Apr 29 - no doubt also out
along the south Hayling shore now.
Wild Mignonette: Starting to flower on Portsdown on Apr 29
Common Milkwort: Also in flower on Portsdown on Apr 29
Ragged Robin: First flowers out at Brook Meadow (Emsworth) on Apr 28

Cut-leaved Cranesbill: One plant of this had started to flower in Havant on
May 2
Yellow Oxalis: This was still flower on Jan 5 but has just started its new season
- flowers found in Havant on May 2
White Clover: First flowers of this seen at Chidham on May 2
Lesser Trefoil: First flowers of this seen at Chidham on May 2 - I compared it to
nearby Black Medick and saw it had hairless leaves without apical points and had
less than 20 flowers per head - all three differences confirming my id.
Bird's Foot Trefoil: First local sighting near Langstone Bridge on Apr 28
Horseshoe Vetch: A couple of flowering plants seen on Portsdown (above the
Paulsgrove chalk pit) on Apr 29 - this had been reported as out at Durlston on
Apr 20
Kidney Vetch: Flowering at Durlston on Apr 30 (and in Cornwall earlier in the
month)
Sainfoin: The plants which flower in the unmown grass just downhill from the
Portsdown carpark immediately east of London Road should be flowering next
week - on Apr 29 there were many flower buds, one of them already showing the
lovely pink colour of the flowers.
Rowan: These ornamental trees started to flower in the Havant area on Apr 27
Dewberry: The first of the early flowering white flowered brambles which I call
Dewberry was out at Chidham on May 2
Salad Burnet: This had been reported as flowering at Durlston on Apr 24 and
was out on Portsdown on Apr 29
Nettle: Flowering in Emsworth on May 1
Holly: This started to flower in Havant on Apr 27
Spindle: First flowers seen at Warblington on Apr 27
Bur Chervil: First flowering plants found on the seawall of Nutbourne Bay on
May 2
Hogweed: One plant in full flower on Portsdown on Apr 29 is the first I know of
anywhere this year
Bittersweet Nightshade: One old plant which has survived the winter at
Warblington had one flower open on Apr 27
Yellow Rattle: This had started flowering at Durlston on May 1
Wild Clary: Flowering at Durlston on May 3 but unlikely to be found in south
east Hants (though it could be found in several places near Portsmouth as

recently as the 1980s). It was in the past often brought from Portland (where it is
common) with shipments of Portland stone.
Common gromwell (Lithospermum officinale): Just starting to flower on
Portsdown on Apr 29
Russian Comfrey: Common Comfrey was flowering at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Apr 24 and has subsequently been seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds
but the first Russian Comfrey that I know of was seen in the New Lane
allotments at Havant on May 1
Buck's Horn Plantain: First flowers for the year seen at Langstone on Apr 28
Nipplewort: This had started to flower in the Hollybank Woods on Apr 15 but it
was not until May 2 that I found any in Havant
Hieracium species: The first two examples of Hawkweeds which I have found
flowering this year were seen on Portsdown on Apr 29. These were medium sized
(22cm tall) plants with basal rosettes of stalked leaves and stems covered with
white bristly stubble hairs having in one case no stem leaves and in the other one
stalked stem leaf. Both had three widely separted clusters of terminal flowers on
separate branches. I suspect these were Hieracium exotericum but the exact
name would require a specialist to determine! Also seen on Portsdown that day
was one plant of H. maculatum (Spotted Hawkweed) not yet in flower
Mouse-ear Hawkweed: This had started to flower on Portsdown on Apr 29
Southern Marsh orchid: First leaves detected at Brook Meadow (Emsworth) on
Apr 28
False Fox Sedge: Also seen at Brook Meadown on Apr 28 - first report for year.
Other first flowerings of Sedges at Emsworth have been Hairy Sedge (May 1),
Greater and Lesser Pond Sedge (Apr 28), and - in Havant - Grey Sedge (May
1)
Soft Brome (Lop Grass): Flowering on north Thorney on May 1
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: Two were seen passing Selsey Bill on May 2 and a
Common Porpoise was off the South Foreland on Apr 25
Roe Deer: Until now the means by which the Roe deer which are now
established on Hayling Island (at least a dozen, and more each year, on the north
Hayling fields) arrived on the island - did they walk across Langstone bridge?, did
they swim?, or were they introduced by human agency? Now, on Apr 28, one
doe was seen to cross from east Hayling to Thorney Island by
swimming the Emsworth Channel taking about five minutes for the swim and
much longer to struggle through the mud on either side of the water channel.
This seems the most likely method and route for their arrival as well as departure
but of course other options are still open.

Bats: On Apr 17 a medium sized Bat was seen to fly in off the sea at Portland
and on Apr 25 a small bat was seen to fly in to the South Foreland in Kent.
Presumably they mainly fly at night and it is only the stragglers or long distance
travellers that are seen by humans but the fact that some are seen shows that
they do migrate across the sea.
Marsh Frog: These are new being very noisy - many were heard at Lade Pit
near Dungeness on May 3 and maybe they can be heard in the Shatterford area
of the New Forest
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 27 - MAY 3 (WEEK 17 OF 2009)
Sat 2 May
A walk across Chidham
I did take a longer walk today, my target being the Corn Bunting which had
been singing in the centre of the Chidham penninsula on Apr 18 - needless to say
I did not detect its presence but nevertheless had a great outing.
I started from Farm Lane at Nutbourne with a Sparrowhawk gliding
nonchalantly over, just above the tree tops, and being mobbed by a Swallow
based on the stables here.
Reaching the seawall I turned left and found at least half a dozen Green Veined
White butterflies along the grassy banks of the ditch inside the sea wall. I found
more of this species later in the walk but the most frequent species was Peacock
- I even saw a nettle laden with tiny black caterpillars probably of this
butterfly though I could not cross the deep ditch separating me from them. Also
seen were one fresh Comma, one Speckled Wood and several Orange Tips
but best of the butterflies were three Painted Ladies, one of which landed near
me to show its worn colours reflecting the stress of its long journey (very likely all
three had come in over the sea today and were not stopping yet).
Birds seen included a regular stream of Swallows heading north and two Brent
Geese at the top of the Bosham Channel (Cutmill Creek) with both Whimbrel
and Greenshank there. Common Whitethroats could be heard and seen 'high
flying' in many places while one Lesser Whitethroat was rattling persistently in
the thicket south of the path going east from Nutbourne Bay. At one point a huge
Great Blackback lumbered over and the tiny island in the pond beside Chidham
Lane were it passes the big harbour inlet had a sitting Swan (with two other
adults on the water) and a fishing Heron. A Meadow Pipit was making song
flights over the saltings of the inlet and several Skylarks were singing in various
places.
New flowers for the year were Bur Chervil (on the Nutbourne Bay seawall just
south of where the steps lead down to the path to Chidham), White Clover and
Lesser Trefoil (I brought home specimens of this and of Black Medick and
confirmed the id by seeing that the Lesser Trefoil flower heads had less than 20
flowers, the leaves were hairless and did not have the apical point of the Black
Medick whose leaves are downy and whose flowerheads have over 20 flowers).

Another first flower was of a white flowered Bramble species which I list as
Dewberry.
Before this outing my first visit to my garden in the morning gave me a House
Martin low overhead (and subsequently I several times heard their calls - they
seem to have returned to nest on houses in the Bellair Road area across the Billy
Trail from my garden). I was also able to get close enough to a butterfly which
was still warming up in the early sunshine to see clearly that it was a Large
White (giving me seven butterfly species in the day with those seen in the
afternoon)
Fri 1 May
Grey Sedge in the garden
No special outing to celebrate the new month but I did wander round Havant and
note 55 flowering plants including the first flowers on the Grey Sedge which has
established itself in my garden and found Russian Comfrey flowering in the
New Lane allotments
Wed 29 Apr
Newly flowering plants on Portsdown
In warm sunshine this afternoon I had a look round three areas of Portsdown and
added eight species to my year list of flowering plants including one new to my
life list (though I cannot give it a precise name!). I also brought my year's bird
list up to 118 with a very belated first sighting of a Yellowhammer as well as
ticking my first 'Thigh Beetles' (Oedemera nobile) when I disturbed a pair
mating in a buttercup flower and tumbled them out of the flower onto the grass.
The un-named flower was one of the Hawkweeds (Hieracium species) and
seems to belong to the Stelligera section but I cannot see any mention of this
group in the Hants Flora and will have to make further enquiries (including going
back to have a closer look at features I did not note at the time!). I found two
examples of the plant on the slopes above the Paulsgrove chalkpit and the
'wheresthepath' website (which has now moved host to
http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm ) using Google Earth satellite
photos gives me a very accurate grid reference SU 63970 06604 for the first find
(north side of the path I was on). The plant was 22cm tall and had a basal
rosette of around half a dozen stalked leaves (smooth arrowhead shape to the
blade and hairy). There were no stem leaves on this one (the second example
had a single stem leaf, also stalked) and the stem was thickly covered with
whitish stubbly hairs. The flower head had three clusters of flower arranged it
what looked like a monochasial cyme (probably an unbalanced panicle). Maybe
the early flowering time will help to give the plant a more accurate identity but
the nearest I can get to it using Stace's descriptions and ilustrations is
Hieracium leyi as shown in Fig 708.
Other new flowers for me today were Wild Mignonette, Mouse Ear
Hawkweed, Common Gromwell, Hogweed, Hairy Rockcress (Arabis
hirsuta), Common Milkwort, Horsehoe Vetch (two miserable specimens only
noticed because they were at the base of the Hieracium!) and Garden
Aquilegia on the chalk road side near Fort Purbrook). Not yet in flower but

showing pink buds was the Sainfoin below the carpark on the east side of
London Road near The George pub and several plants of Bladder Campion.
There were also flower buds on the plant of Spotted Hawkweed which I
discovered last year at the point where the tarmac footpath goes south from the
Hill Top road immediately east of the bridge over the London Road (look by some
metal 'drain covers')
Tue 28 Apr
Little and Common Terns back at the Oysterbeds
A cycle ride to the Oysterbeds this afternoon gave me my first sight of both
Little and Common Terns. As soon as I reached the northern entry to the
reserve from the Coastal Path I heard the call of a Little Tern but could not see
it until it plunged from high above me into the northernmost pool just a few
metres from me. Also seen here were a pair of Great Crested Grebe and a
dozen Whimbrel.
When I got to the southern bund wall and stopped to look back at the lagoon and
the nesting islands (over crowded with Black-headed Gulls - some seemingly
already sitting on nests and other actively mating) I was able to pick out two
pairs of Common Tern among the gulls and later I watched one pair
performing some sort of display flight high overhead - their white bodies and tail
streamers lit by the sun and showing vividly again the jet black background of
massive rain clouds over the mainland.
In the southwest corner of the lagoon a pair of Ringed Plover could be seen,
one of them making its butterfly-like display flight low over the water before
returning to the rocks. While watching them three Little Terns arrived and
settled on white chalk rocks in the extreme south west corner as if they had
abandoned hope of finding any room on the islands and were thinking of trying
to nest there (where their nests would probably be washed out by high tides).
Also seen hereabouts was a pair of Shelduck and a party of five Bar-tailed
Godwit (four of them having the dark mottled and streaked upper plumage and
white under plumage of Bar-tails, the fifth looking more like a Black-tail in that it
had a rufous breast and belly but was whitish under the tail - maybe it would
acquire more under tail rufous soon?).
Several Common Whitethroats were singing in the scrub where I found the
colony of Dame's Violet flowers already out on many of the plants (and some
blossom left on the wild Pear tree close by). At the southern end of the area
Common Comfrey had started to flower.
Near the Langstone Sailing Club on my way out I passed Ox-eye Daisies in full
flower and my first patch of Bird's Foot Trefoil in flower. On the way back I
went along the shore from The Ship to the Royal Oak, passing both Lesser Sea
Spurrey and Duke of Argyll's Teaplant in flower on the sea wall path close to
the High Street. I had seen both of these before but this time there was a new
comer with them - my first Buckshorn Plantain in flower.
It began to rain as I passed Langstone Pond but the Reed Warblers were still
singing and the pair of Shelduck were again present in the flood area of the
pony field north of the pond

Mon 27 Apr
Oak Apple, Holly blossom, and a Reed Bunting at Langstone
Today's rain brought a Grey Heron very low over my garden to drop into my
neighbour's garden pond and I thought that would be the only excitement of the
day but by mid afternoon the clouds broke and I was able to enjoy a walk to
Warblington cemtery, returning along the shore past Langstone pond.
Three more trees had started to flower - Holly, Rowan and Spindle - and one
old Oak had a large pink Oak Apple on show (another first for the year). At
Warblington Farm some plants of Bittersweet nightshade which had survived
the winter were already starting to flower (a first for the year list) and in the
cemetery extension the plants which I had put down on my last visit as
Common Fumitory had their flowers heads fully expanded, allowing me to
measure the flower length as just over 1cm making the plants Common
Ramping Fumitory. Nettles beside the farm track leading past the new
cemetery extension were showing flowers for the first time though none of the
flowers were yet open for business.
Nearing Langstone Pond I heard the monotonous 'song' of a Reed Bunting - the
first back at the pond this year. Reed and Cetti's Warblers were also singing
and the Swan was sitting but growth of leaves on the trees at the back of the
pond prevented me seeing any Egrets.
Other birds seen during the outing were half a dozen Swallows near the farm, a
pair of Linnets near the sea wall and two Stock Doves at different places
SUMMARY FOR APR 20 - 26 (WEEK 16 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Diver species: Nothing special on this side of the Channel but there has been a
large movement back to northern breeding areas on the French side - 48 Redthroated and 131 Black-throated past Cap Gris-Nez on Apr 21 (when just one
Red-throated landed on the sea at Selsey Bill and repeatedly uttered its 'loon'
call) with another 17 Red-throated off Holland on Apr 22. The increase in
passing Black-throats was reflected on our side of the Channel on Apr 24 when
16 were recorded at Seaford
Great Crested Grebe: The first three chicks of the year were with their parents
at Ifield Mill Pond (Crawley) on Apr 22. I have been told that each chick is
'adopted' by one of the two parents and that chick is only fed by that parent from
then on - if a chick fails to attract the attention of both parents when it hatches it
will never be fed and will die (is this true??)
Slavonian Grebe: One was still at the Dungeness RSPB reserve in summer
plumage on Apr 23
Black-necked Grebe: Two, both in summer plumage but we are not told if they
are a pair, were at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Apr 23 and a single summer
plumaged bird was at Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire on Apr 24

Manx Shearwater: 1000 were off Portland Bill on Apr 25 (when at least 34
were in the Hurst area of Lymington)
Bittern: One was still at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Apr 24
Cattle Egret: One was in a sheep field by the A259 near Rye on Apr 19 and was
then seen leaving the Rye Harbour Egret roost at dawn on Apr 20. Also on Apr 19
at least three were still pesent in Cornwall (at Sennen)
Grey Heron: Another single migrant flew in off the sea at Sandwich Bay on Apr
22
Spoonbill: The Farlington Marshes bird was still at the Deeps on Apr 23 (it has
now been there since Mar 25)
Mute Swan: A recent battle between the males of two pairs nesting near each
other at Emsworth has resulted in the Peter Pond male being injured and taken
to hospital and next day the lonely female deserted her nest leaving 9 eggs to
perish - the aggressor pair from nearby Slipper Mill Pond have since been seen
proudly claiming Peter Pond as their territory. A short distance south, near the
entrance to Emsworth marina, a young pair are learning the facts of life the hard
way - the female seems to have been 'caught short' when the time for egg-laying
came round - no nest was made and four eggs were laid on the bare shore where
they will probably be washed away by the next high tide. Further south again a
Swan is sitting on a nest at the Thorney Little Deeps but the nest was not seen
until Apr 19 and the first report of a pair there (before the nest was built) was on
Apr 10 (seen by Brian Fellows in the morning). The Little Deeps site has in the
past been home to a very early nesting pair which regularly won the race to be
first in hatching cygnets locally - I am pretty sure that the current pair are new
and they will certainly not be the first to produce young. I suspect they are still of
interest as they are likely to be the pair which Brian Fellows saw in the afternoon
of Apr 10 on the seawall near the deckhouses not far north of the Little Deeps
and on this occasion Brian could see that one of the pair had pink (not black) feet
showing it was of the 'Polish' variety whose cygnets have white (not brown)
down which gives way to a first plumage of white (not brown) feathers. If the
Little Deeps nest has this unusual parent bird the interest will be in the young will some of them be 'Polish' (I understand this variation is called 'Polish' because
the first one of this kind seen in Britain had been shipped here from Poland in the
17th or 18th century in the mistaken belief that the bird was a new species and
as such was 'collectable')
Brent Goose: On Apr 22 one Dutch site recorded 120 passage birds. and Apr 24
brought a further small movement on the English coast with 12 seen at Seaford,
9 at Christchurch Harbour and 3 at Selsey Bill. Latest news is for Apr 25 when 3
were seen going east at Hurst (Lymington) and 1 passed Selsey.
Egyptian Geese: A pair were seen at Cowards Marsh (west bank of R Avon just
north of Christchurch) on Apr 19. They flew up to the Blashford Lakes on Apr 20

and then back to Cowards Marsh on Apr 21. On Apr 23 one flew over
Christchurch Harbour and one was back at Blashford on Apr 25
Shelduck: Some movement is still taking place and on Apr 24 Dungeness
recorded 47 heading east. On Apr 25 I could only see one of the pair at Budds
Farm pools in Havant and assume the other is now sitting.
Long-tailed Duck: One on the sea off the Lymington marshes on Apr 19 is the
latest record other than one passing Seaford on Apr 24 (no report of the Hayling
Mill Rythe birds since Apr 13)
Velvet Scoter: There seem to be more of these than usual recently - 7 were off
Sandy Point on Hayling on Apr 20 and probably the same 7 off Selsey Bill on Apr
21. Five passed Seaford on Apr 24 and on Apr 25 one was still in the Keyhaven
(Lymington ) area
Black Kite: On Apr 19 one flew north over the north fields at Pagham Harbour
and on Apr 21 one circled over Littlehampton (mouth of R Arun) and then flew
north west.
Red Kite: An unusually large number of reports in the past week (plus the Black
Kite sightings above) may indicate an influx of continental birds to southern
England (but it is equally likely that these birds are enjoying the good weather
and making long day trips south from their heartland in the Chilterns). Locally
Barry Collins saw three going north over Thorney Island on Apr 19 while Peter
Gammage saw one on Apr 21 going north over the Bedhampton area of Havant.
Montagu's Harrier: There had been a 'possible' sighting at Pulborough Brooks
on Apr 18 and a more confident report of a ringtail near Buddleigh Salterton in
Devon on Apr 25 has been followed by a sighting of a male at Hazelbury Bryan in
Dorset on Apr 25
Sparrowhawk: The Portsmouth NEWS tells of a Sparrowhawk chasing its
prey into an ASDA store at Gosport and then, unable to find its way out, it
remained for some time among the 'rafters' of the building watched by customers
below.
Osprey: One was still 'resident' at Thorney Island on Apr 19
Red-footed Falcon: A 'probable' was distantly seen at Boughton Park (south of
Maidstone in Kent) on Apr 23 and on Apr 25 a female was seen at Portland Bill
Merlin: On Apr 22 the bird which has been sitting on the beach at Rye Harbour
for some time feeding off easy prey as weary migrants approach the shore had
changed its diet to even easier prey - it was seen eating a Lapwing chick. One
was still at Rye Harbour on Apr 24
Hobby: First arrival was at Portland on Mar 27 and they have been arriving
regularly since Apr 11. On Apr 19 Hobbies were seen at four sites - Pett on Rye
Bay, Fishlake Meadows at Romsey, Fritham Plain in the New Forest and Portland
- and on Apr 21 five were seen together over the Kent Stour Valley

Common Crane: Maybe two arrived from the continent on Apr 19 - one was
seen near Horsham going high southeast and the other was going north up the
Test valley at Michelmersh
Stone Curlew: One was seen to arrive at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 20, flying
north without stopping
Kentish Plover: A male arrived at Sandwich Bay on Apr 17 and a male+female
pair were at the Hayle estuary in Cornwall on Apr 19
Lapwing: 14 birds (including 2 apparently sitting females) were seen on the
Gipsies Plain grassland south of Havant Thicket on Apr 21 (where 8 birds were
back on territory as early as Feb 25). The current count could indicate the
presence of 12 breeding pairs.
Temmincks Stint: First for the year was seen on St Mary's island in the Scillies
on Apr 21
Pectoral Sandpiper: One seen in the Pagham Harbour north walls Breech Pool
area by Bernie Forbes on Apr 21 and still there on Apr 22
Bar-tailed Godwit: Spring passage seems to have begun on Apr 5 and on Apr
13 Dungeness recorded 350 birds passing but there have been no counts of more
than 50 since then until Dungeness had 176 past on Apr 22. On Apr 23 Seaford
reported a count of 515
Whimbrel: Their preference for feeding in damp grass fields rather than on the
shore was illustrated by the sight of 5 in the field south of the Thorney Little
Deeps on Apr 21. Latest report is of 52 at Farlington Marshes on Apr 25
Spotted Redshank: One bird at the Lymington marshes on Apr 19 was already
in its full breeding plumage.
Greenshank: A count of 14 at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Apr 24 (with
another unexpectedly seen at Alresford Pond near Winchester ) suggests that
their spring passage is now under way. There was also a count of 45 passing
birds at a Belgian site on the same day.
Common Sandpiper: One migrant was at the Hook scrape near Warsash on
Apr 21 and one was at Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest on Apr 19 (when one
had already reached Paxton Pits on the Beds/Cambs border). Since then a single
has been seen at the Chichester Lakes on Apr 23 when four were reported at the
Lower Test site.
Pomarine Skua: The first spring bird was seen at Hurst beach (Lymington) on
Apr 16 and one was at Selsey on Apr 18. Apr 23 brought reports of one passing
Portland, 3 at Selsey and 4 at Seaford. On Apr 24 one was at Portland and three
at Seaford, and on Apr 25 at least on passed Selsey.

Little Gull: One was at Titchfield Haven on Apr 20 and another at Cowards
Marsh north of Christchurch on Apr 21 but we are missing out on the passage
taking 345 past Cap Gris-nez on pr 21 and 1922 past Holland on Apr 22
Gull-billed Tern: One seen in Holland on Apr 25
Caspian Tern: Two were first seen in Holland on Apr 18 and were still there on
Apr 24
Little Tern: On Apr 24 there was a count of 105 passing Selsey with lower
numbers at other sites along the south coast. On Apr 25 Selsey reported 29 and
Hurst beach had 32.
Black Tern: Singles have been seen in Holland on Apr 15 and 22 and the first
report from an English site is of one at Paxton Pits on the Beds/Cambs border on
Apr 19. Since then one has been seen at Selsey on Apr 24 (when the number at
Paxton has gone up to 4)
Guillemot: First eggs were laid on the cliffs at Durlston on Apr 25
Turtle Dove: There have now been just five reports from English sites. First was
in the Pagham area on Apr 14 with one in Kent on Apr 17 and one in
Cambridgeshire (Paxton) on Apr 19. Latest news is of one settled and singing
near stables in the Beckley area north of Hastings on Apr 23 and 2 at Rye
Harbour on Apr 24
Cuckoo: The first to be heard on Thorney Island this year was calling near the
Deeps in the dusk after sunset on Apr 22. Latest news is of one at Farlington
Marshes on Apr 25
Barn Owl: On Apr 17 one was seen by day close to Stansted House
Snowy Owl: One was still present at Gwithian in Cornwall on Apr 19
Short-eared Owl: These are still coming in from the continent and heading
north - on Apr 21 five were on Portland and one at Christchurch Harbour
Nightjar: One is reported to have been seen feeding by day at Broomy Plain in
the New Forest on Apr 22 - if this is true it would be the earliest ever to be
recorded in Hampshire by four days (earliest ever in Sussex is given as Apr 8)
Swift: There have now been 23 reports of Swifts seen in England, the first being
at Radipole (Weymouth) on Apr 9. Apr 19 brought a report of one at Stokes Bay
in Gosport and on Apr 18 one was in the Hook/Warsash area. By Apr 24 there
were 693 over a Belgian site (with 10 over the Chichester Lakes) and on Apr 25
there were 600 at one Dutch site and around 20 at the Blashford Lakes near
Ringwood with another 6 at Titchfield Haven and 3 over Farlington Marshes
Alpine Swift: The fifth report for the year was of one over the Isle of Wight
village of Brighstone on Apr 20 - seen there among a wave of incoming
hirundines

Hoopoe: One was in the Scillies on Mar 21/22, another in Suffolk on Apr 15,
then one at Dungeness on Apr 18. One was at Portland on Apr 19 and another in
the Pebsham valley (west of Hastings) on Apr 21 with one in Dorset (nr
Shaftesbury) on Apr 23
Short-toed Lark: First for the year was on the Scillies on Apr 20
Sand Martin: A wave of new arrivals brought around 300 to the Blashford Lakes
(Ringwood) on Apr 25
Red-rumped Swallow: One reported in the Rooksbury Mill area of Andover on
Apr 21 (following the first seen in the Scillies on Apr 10). The Andover bird may
have flown on to Norfolk where one was seen at Winterton on Apr 24.
Yellow Wagtail: The only significant numbers come from Rye Harbour where
34 left the reed bed roost to continue north at dawn on Apr 19 and 65 came out
of the roost on Apr 20. In Hampshire one was seen with cattle in a field at
Goodworth Clatford (just south of Andover in the Anton valley) on Apr 21 and
another was seen on the cliffs west of Titchfield Haven on Apr 20
Grey Wagtail: One pair is probably breeding in the Homewell area of Havant
and on Apr 17 the male uttered a brief burst of song as it flew from the
Homewell spring
Fieldfare: Possibly the last to be seen in Hampshire this winter were four at Lee
hamlet on the River Test just north of the M27 on Apr 19
Wood Warbler: Apr 23 brought reports of singles from three sites - Portland,
Christchurch and Acres Down in the New Forest
Willow Warbler: Misty conditions at dawn on Apr 20 brought a large fall of
migrants including 330 Willow Warblers at Christchurch Harbour and similar
conditions on Apr 21 gave a count of around 400 at Portland
Spotted Flycatcher: First of the year was at Portland on Apr 21
Red-backed Shrike: First of the year came in from the sea at Reculver on the
north Kent coast on Apr 25
Great Grey Shrike: One was still around in the Forest of Dean (Gloucestershire)
on Apr 20
Woodchat Shrike: One of these was still on the Scillies on Apr 24
Corn Bunting: One seen at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon valley on Apr 20
and another was singing in the Birdham area on the shore of Chichester Harbour
on Apr 22
INSECTS
Dragonflies

Hairy Dragonfly: These started to emerge on Apr 15 and by Apr 22
several were on the wing at Rye Harbour
Broad-bodied Chaser: First for the year seen in the Rye area on Apr 19
and another was out near Arundel on Apr 22
Large Red Damselfly: The first report was on Apr 2 but I have only seen
two other mentions of this species - on Apr 13 and 19 (when several
teneral insects were seen at Horsham). By Apr 24 they were said to be
widespread.
Butterflies
19 species reported in the latest news. These include the first Pearl
Bordered Fritillary, Wall Brown and Small Heath as well as an increase in
Painted Lady sightings
Dingy Skipper: Seven reports of these since the first appeared on Apr 15
- latest report is of 9 seen on Chalton Down north of Rowlands Castle on
Apr 22
Grizzled Skipper: These also are flourishing - Apr 20 brought news of
'many' on Levin Down (north of Goodwood) and more than 10 on
Stockbridge Down. On Apr 22 five were seen on Chalton Down
Green Veined White: I am pleased to find that this species is still on my
garden list though I had to wait until Apr 24 before one settled close
enough for me to be sure of its identity
Green Hairstreak: Reports from four different sites on Apr 20 and
21show this species is now generally out
Small Copper: Five reports over the three days Apr 20 to 22
Holly Blue: Six reports for Apr 20 and 21 include a report of three in the
Gosport area - I have still to see one in Havant. One report from the east
end of the Sussex Downs on Apr 24 was of 7 seen.
Duke of Burgundy: The first was seen near the Noar Hill reserve on Apr
15 and the first for Sussex appeared on Apr 20. By Apr 21 more than 14
were seen at Noar Hill and the total count for three sites visited that day
was 21 - especially encouraging was the first sight of several on a part of
one reserve where scrub was cleared a couple of years ago and the
butterflies have responded to the opening up of new habitat. By Apr 24
more than 20 could be seen at Noar Hill
Painted Lady: It would seem that the promise of an influx is being fulfilled
with news of four sightings spread over Kent, Sussex and Hampshire
between Apr 20 and 22 though the highest count was just 4 (at Farley
Mount west of Winchester on Apr 21)

Small Tortoiseshell: I have at last seen one of these in the Havant
Thicket area. A count of 5 at Martin Down and 3 on the Downs above the
Cuckmere valley were reported in the latest news with singles at Chalton
Down and Levin Down
Pearl Bordered Fritillary: These emerged on Apr 19 in both Hampshire
(Bentley Wood on the Wiltshire border) and at Rewell Wood near Arundel
in Sussex - by Apr 22 Rewell Wood had at least 8 on show
Wall Brown: First report came from Durlston on Apr 19 with one seen on
Mill Hill at Shoreham on Apr 23
Small Heath: Mill Hill at Shoreham had the first and so far only sighting of
one on Apr 21
Moths
Viper's Bugloss Moth (0720 Ethmia bipunctella): First seen at Rye
Harbour on Apr 20 - normally seen in May and June
Pyrausta purpuralis (1362 Pyrausta purpuralis): First of year at Mill
Hill, Shoreham, on Apr 21
Common Carpet (1738 Epirrhoe alternata): First of year seen at
Martin Down on Apr 19
Maiden's Blush (1680 Cyclophora punctaria): First in the Beckley area
of the Rother woods north of Hastings on Apr 24
Common Carpet (1738 Epirrhoe alternata): First seen at Martin Down
on Apr 19
Pinion-spotted Pug (1820 Eupithecia insigniata): First of year in the
Rye town area on Apr 20
Speckled Yellow (1909 Pseudopanthera macularia): First in Rewell
Wood near Arundel on Apr 22
Peppered Moth (1931 Biston betularia): First in the Thanet area of
Kent on Apr 22
Scarce Prominent (2010 Odontosia carmelita): First in the Beckley
area of the Rother woods north of Hastings on Apr 24
Ruby Tiger (2064 Phragmatobia fuliginosa): Although these have
been out since Apr 15 and have been reported from both Sussex and
Hampshire I was delighted to watch a colourful female apparently egglaying on plants close to my feet on the seawall at the west end of the
Thorney Great Deeps on Apr 21
Cinnabar moth (2069 Tyria jacobaeae): First in the Newhaven area on
Apr 21

Chamomile Shark (2214 Cucullia chamomillae): First in the Thanet
area of Kent on Apr 22
Reed Dagger (2290 Simyra albovenosa): First of year at Rye Harbour
on Apr 20 - normally out in May
Small Purple-barred (2470 Phytometra viridaria): First at Mill Hill,
Shoreham, on Apr 23
Caterpillars
Scarlet Tiger moth caterpillars: These were thought to be restricted in
Sussex to a small area around Eastbourne but on Apr 20 some were
identified in a Brighton garden where they are reported to have been
present last year
Brown Tail moth larvae: I saw a large but lone larval tent, almost
certainly of Brown Tail moth caterpillars, on a half eaten small Hawthorn
bush at the Thornham marshes on Apr 20. I suspect this moth is at a low
point in in one of the population cycles which have been noted since the
18th century.
Drinker moth caterpillar: One almost full grown was seen in the
Newhaven area on Apr 23
Other Insects
St Mark's Fly: These were flying in the Havant Thicket area on Apr 17 and
are now out generally
Hornet: First report for the year is of one, presumably an over-wintering
queen, at Rye Harbour on Apr 22
Tawny Mining Bee: One was flying in my garden on Apr 26
Mason Bee (Osmia bicolor): First of these seen in the Arundel area on
Apr 22 - this bee builds its nest in an empty snail shell after camouflaging
the shell with pieces of wood
Carpenter Bee (Xylocopa violacea): First report for the year is of one I
saw in St Faith's churchyard in Havant on Apr 25. This is a new species for
me (and relatively new to Britain) - see my Diary entry for Apr 25
Minotaur Beetle (Typhaeus typhoeus): First report for year from the
New Forest on Apr 23
Cockchafer or May Bug: One in a moth trap at Rye town on Apr 22 - first
of season
Common Green Shield Bug (Palomena prasina): This had come out
of hibernation at Rye Harbour on Apr 24

PLANTS
So far I have recorded 242 flowering plant species for the year and 184 for
April
Adders tongue fern (Ophioglossum vulgatum): Fertile plants seen at
Durlston on Apr 24 - it should now be worth looking for them on the south side of
Hilsea Lines at Portsmouth and at other regular sites
Meadow Buttercup: First of the new season was flowering at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Apr 20
Garden Aquilegia: An escaped plant beside the A27 near Broadmarsh had
opening flowers on Apr 25
Annual Wall-rocket: First flower of the year seen in Havant on Apr 23
Wintercress (Barabarea vulgaris): First flowers of year at Brook Meadow on
Apr 17
Early Wintercress (B. intermedia): First flowers also seen at Prinsted on Apr
17 (but the plants had been flowering for some time)
Red Campion: This was in flower in the Havant area on Apr 25
Snow-in-summer (Cerastium tomentosum): Although this is a garden plant
it easily establishes itself in the wild (e.g. round the Ferry Inn area roadside on
Hayling) so I was happy to see and record plants flowering beside the A259 near
Selangor Avenue in Emsworth on Apr 21 - first for year.
Three veined sandwort (Moehringia trinervia): Fresh leaves of this found in
the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Apr 25. In 2007 I found the first flowers
out on Mar 16 so I suspect they can now be found.
Tree mallow (Lavatera arborea): Plants were in flower beside the Slipper Mill
at Emsworth on Apr 24
Dove's Foot Cranesbill: I saw the first flowers for the year on Apr 17 and since
then it has become widespread in flower
Laburnum: Another garden plant whose first flowering I always enjoy - out this
year on Apr 22 (Lilac was out a few days earlier)
Bird's Foot Trefoil: Flowering at Durlston on Apr 25
Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa var alba): These council planted white flowered
roses were in flower at three places in Havant on Apr 25

Tormentil: First flowers seen in Havant Thicket on Apr 17
Silverweed: First flowers seen in Emsworth on Apr 19
Parsley Piert: Flowering on dry banks at St Faith's churchyard in Havant on Apr
25
Salad Burnet: Flowering at Durlston on Apr 24
Rue-leaved Saxifrage: Rebulding of the old wall at the west end of the Pallant
carpark in Havant, and weed-killer spraying along the nearby pavement edges,
have both contributed to a severe drop in the number of plants in the East Pallant
area but I was able to find more than 50 flowering plants there on Apr 23 (and
my garden driveway has another dozen or so). First flowers seen this year on Mar
28.
Caper Spurge: One plant flowering on Apr 25 in the area where wildflower seed
was seen beside Southmoor Lane last year
Hemlock Water Dropwort: One plant flowering in the Brockhampton stream in
Havant pm Apr 25
Common Sorrel: First flowers found in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Apr 17
Yellow Pimpernel: First flowers out in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on
Apr 25
Wall Speedwell: First flowers out in Havant on Apr 21
Yellow Rattle: Flowering at Durlston on Apr 24
Purple Gromwell: I have only seen this species once before in my life so I was
pleased to find a large cluster of flowering plants on a dry earth bank alongside
Prinsted Lane (east of Emworth) on Apr 21. Although there was no fence
separating them from the road and they had clearly been planted a good many
years ago in the now neglected garden of this house (currently for sale) they are
not eligible for recording as wild plants until they manage to propagate
themselves elsewhere without intentional human assistance. They can be seen on
your left (east side of road) about 100 metres south of the A259. Not having seen
them in other gardens I was interested to know if the plants or seeds were
commonly available to gardeners and a scan of the internet found only two
suppliers (the Beth Chatto Garden of Unusual Plants in Colchester and B & T
World Seeds in France) so I assume that whoever planted them was not the
average gardener but had a special interest.

Common Comfrey: First flowers at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Apr 24
Elder: Flowers out in Havant on Apr 25
Ox-eye Daisy: One fully out among many half open flowers in Havant on Apr 25
Perennial Cornflower: Another garden plant (which I record as wild as it has
flourished in my garden through 40 years of total neglect) started to flower on
Apr 220
Cat's-ear: One plant in flower in Havant on Apr 25
Beaked Hawksbeard: Several plants had opened their first flowers here in
Havant on Apr 17
Yellow Iris: First flowers out on Apr 17
Early Purple Orchid: These have been out since Apr 9 but a count of 644
flowering spikes at the Hollybank Woods site north of Emsworth on Apr 25
indicates a good year for the species.
Early Spider Orchid: An attempt is being made to survey the whole population
in the Durlston area this year and by Apr 25 46,000 plants had been found.
Dense-headed Heath Woodrush (Luzula multiflora congesta): This was
flowering in the Hollybank Woods on Apr 25
Divided Sedge: This was first flowering in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Apr
22
Pendulous Sedge: This started to flower on Apr 17
Glaucous Sedge: My first find of this in flower was at Havant Thicket on Apr 17
Distant Sedge: Started to flower at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Apr 20
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: A dead cub was lying on my front lawn on the morning of Apr 25 with
injuries to its head and neck - my guess is that it was hit a glancing blow by a car
on the road outside, was able to run into the garden where it collapsed and died.
This is the first cub above ground that I know of for the year. Its body length was
only 28 cm with another 15cm of tail.
Common Dolphin: 20 were seen on Apr 21 a couple of miles south of Portland this is my first record of Dolphins in the English Channel this year,

Bats: A report from Ifield Mill Pond at Crawley says that on the evening of Apr
22 four bat species were on the wing - Pipistrelle. Leisler's, Noctule and
Daubentons. This is the first report of both Daubentons and Leisler's for the
year. To read about Leisler's try http://www.jwaller.co.uk/batgroup/leislers.asp a page on the Warwickshire Bat Group website which has similar comprehensive
info on other bat species. The site has links to other county bat groups but they
do not have the full species info which the Warwickshire one does - the Sussex
site does however have a 'Bat Jokes' section which includes .. Mother vampire to
son: Hurry up and eat your breakfast before it clots!!
Grass Snake: One was sunning itself on one of the bridges over the River Ems
at Brook Meadow in the week ending Apr 18 - surprisingly this is the first record
of a Grass Snake on that site since it became a nature reserve.
Common Lizard: My first sight of one this year came in the Havant Thicket area
on Apr 17. The first sighting of the year was on Feb 27 near Eastbourne and one
had been reported in Havant Thicket on Apr 2
European Green Lizard (Lacerta bilineata - was L. viridis): The
Christchurch Harbour (CHOG) website on Apr 24 carried a picture of a Green
Lizard taken recently in the Southbourne area of Bournemouth and the UK Safari
website tells us that Dorset is the only county in the UK (other than the Channel
Isles) where this large lizard is established and can be seen from March to
October
Ghost Carp: I was not aware until now that there is a hybrid carp which is often
very pale in colour and this can be seen can be seen in a photo of two Ghost
swimming with a group of normal Carp near the surface of the lake at the
Boughton Park site south of Maidstone in Kent - scroll down the page
http://www.kentos.org.uk/boughtonpark/April2009.htm to find it between the
entries for Apr 22 and 23
Fungi: A ring of large St George's Mushrooms was seen in the grassland on
top of the 'Broadmarsh moutain' above the Broadmarsh slipway in Havant on Apr
25. The only other fungus report comes from the Hollybank Woods in Emsworth
on Apr 25 where an unidentified species was found on the trunk of a live
Scots Pine - a picture can be seen at http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0wildlife-diary.htm at the end of the Apr 25 entry. My guess is that this might be
one of the slime moulds, probably Enteridium lycoperus (was E. lycoperdon).
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 20 - 26 (WEEK 16 OF 2009)
Sat 25 Apr
Fox cub, Carpenter Bee, May Daisies and St George's Mushrooms
A day full of interest started with the discovery of a dead Fox cub on the lawn
of my front garden when I went out to scatter the usual crumbs and seed for the

birds. I can only assume the cub had been hit by a car on the road outside the
garden and had run into the garden and died - the injuries seemed to be
restricted to the head and neck and of the sort that could result from the head
being struck by a moving car so that the animal did not die instantly. The body
length was only 28cm and the tail was an additional 15 cm long. This is the first
report of a Fox cub out of its den that I am aware of but the time is normal
for their emergence and sadly this is unlikely to be the only one to die in an
urban environment.
A morning walk around Havant found council planted roses (Rosa rugosa
var alba - white flowered) flowering for the first time in a couple of places
and Parsley-Piert flowering (as far as my unaided eyesight could detect!) in St
Faith's church yard. Far more interesting than this common and tiny flower was a
large black bee resting in sunshine on a White Comfrey plant. I am almost
certain that this was a Violet Carpenter Bee (Xylocopa violacea) - a species
not normally found in Britain but now invading southern England - and in
reporting it to the relevant recorder I said ....
"When I was in St Faith's churchyard (centre of Havant) this morning I had a
close look at a large, apparently all black, bee resting on a White Comfrey plant
in the sunshine. It's wings were held at a 45 degree angle lateral to the body and
the abdomen had stubbly hair on it. I did not make an estimate of its length at
the time but I guess it was about 2 cm long. After a few seconds it flew off with a
fast and direct flight - I did not notice any buzzing sound but I did glimpse that
the legs which had been hidden by the wings when at rest were coated with a
whitish substance (presumably a load of pollen). I did not see where the bee
went but there are large old Yew trees in the church yard and other mature
trees in the vicinity.
"I have looked at the description of Xylocopa violacea in Michael Chinery's
Collins Guide and his Field Guide, and I have also looked at
http://www.bumblebee.org/OTHERbees.htm which describes and illustrates the
species (including a drawing of the way the very large eggs are laid in a tunnel in
wood, separated by layers of pollen), and unless there is a lookalike species that
I have not come across I believe my id is correct.
"I am aware that this species is becoming fairly frequent in southern England but
I have not come across evidence of it breeding here and I would be interested to
know if the date and the fact that it seemed to be carrying a load of pollen is
likely to indicate breeding, and if so if that is unusual and marks the species as
becoming resident in England."
This afternoon I cycled to Budds Farm and Broadmarsh adding Ox-eye Daisy,
Cat's-ear, Hemlock Water Dropwort, Elder and Red Campion to the list of
first flowerings. I also had my first House Martin over Budds Farm pools and a
ring of large St George's Mushrooms among the grass on top of the
Broadmarsh 'mountain' (above the slipway). On Budds Farm pools the Swan
pair were sitting and so presumably were single pairs of Shelduck and

Canada Goose as lone birds of those species were seen where there have been
pairs for some time. Maybe having mates on nests were Shoveler (one male
seen) and Gadwall (two males and one pair seen on the water). Three families
of Mallard ducklings were also on the water.
Among other plants noted (but not first flowerings) were massive displays of
Common Vetch, a single large flowering plant of Round-leaved Cranesbill
beside Southmoor Lane with Corn Marigold in full flower lower down that road.
Common Sorrel and Curled Dock were nearly in flower, as was one plant of
Aquilegia beside one of the A27 sliproads.
Wed 22 Apr
Havant Eastern Road cemetery
A short visit to the cemetery today added Southern Woodrush to the species list
for the site and showed me that the Duke of Argyll's teaplant is now in full flower.
While there I met up with the Havant Borough Cemeteries manager, Peter
Armstong, who showed me how he is having coarse grass and weeds removed
from those of the older graves which have a stone surround and a grassy centre.
This is then replaced with topsoil in which he is planting a wide range of
wildflower seed mixes. A few of the graves are already showing the seed leaves
of the new plants and in a few weeks time there should be a great variety of wild
flowers on show - no doubt some will survive and become established here.
On my way through Havant I saw the first Laburnum blossom of the year and in
my garden I once again had five butterfly species, this time including Comma in
place of Large White
Tue 21 Apr
Purple Gromwell, Wall Speedwell and a Ruby Tiger
This afternoon I cycled via the Thorney Deeps to Prinsted in lovely sunshine
during which I had two unusual encounters with people - the first being a fellow
cyclist who stopped to warn me about glass on the road ahead but then, when I
said I was heading for Thorney Island, he told me that he had a professional
interest in the restoration of St Nicholas Church in Thorney village - his profession
being that of an Archaeological Dowser (not something you come across every
day and a 'life tick' for me!). The second meeting was with an old colleague from
IBM who happens to live on Slipper Road at Emsworth and who was improving
the environment by planting a colourful flower bed to replace hardstanding for a
caravan which he has disposed of - he told me he had been aided in this
gardening project by being given a load of topsoil by council workers who would
otherwise have taken it to a landfill site after they had removed the 'rowing boat
planted with flowers' which used to greet drivers approaching Emsworth from the
east over the Hermitage Bridge.
The first of these two meetings was near the east end of the A27 underpass on
the way to Emsworth - here I added my first flowering Wall Speedwell to my year
list. After the second meeting I reached the north west Thorney seawall and
found a pair of Swans with a nest at the Little Deeps on the tiny islands close to

the seawall track (I wonder if this is the pair which was recently seen near the
'deckhouses' ponds - if so the young may include some of the 'Polish' variety). At
the Great Deeps I searched the seawall bank for Pointed Snails (but only found
empty shells from previous years) but I was more successful in finding a general
display of Common Vetch in flower and in having a Ruby Tiger moth apparently
egg-laying in the grass around my feet. My caterpillar book tells me that this
moth lays its eggs during May in large batches on Dock, Dandelion, Yarrow and
other herbaceous plants but this one seemed to be making brief random stabs at
grass or anything it came near.
On my return past the Little Deeps I watched five Whimbrel feeding in the grassy
field south of the water and then had a clear view of a singing Sedge Warbler in
the reeds to the north. While in this general area I had two singing Common
Whitethroats and three of four Swallows near the Marina Farm horses - White
Campion was also flowering there.
At the east end of Thornham Lane my only noteworthy sight was of a single large
larval tent (almost certainly of Brown-tail Moth caterpillars) on a half consumed
small Hawthorn but as I was heading down Prinsted Lane past the Llama field a
vehicle came towards me causing me to stop while he passed on this narrow
road - as I was starting off again I noticed that I had almost trodden on a plant
that was new to my year list though its was nearly finished flowering. This was
the Early Wintercress (Barabarea intermedia) with pinnate leaves and later in the
trip, in Brook Meadow, I found several fresh plants of the Wintercress which has
solid leaves and flowers later (Barbarea vulgaris) (presumably the plants which
Brian Fellows found on Apr 17 and which he did not distinguish from the Early
Wintercress which is usually the first to be seen, leaving me in doubt as to which
he had found).
Still in Prinsted I was saddened to find the 'market garden plot' where I have in
the past found unusual weeds, and the yard entrance nearby where Moth Mullein
grew last year, have both been doused with weedkiller - maybe not terminal but
depressing.
This depression was very quickly offset as I cycled on up the final section of
Prinsted Lane towards the A259. Roughly half way along (around SU 765055) I
noticed an unusual colour in the plants in a garden on the east side of the road
where a mass of plants grow in a steep bank sloping down to the edge of the
road (the house is currently for sale) so I did a U-turn to see what had
subliminally caught my attention and I am glad that I did for I found a great
display of a plant I have only seen once before in my life, Purple Gromwell. The
previous find was on the ramparts of the Hilsea Lines in Portsmouth where the
plants get a mention in the Hants Flora (that Flora uses the English name Blue
Gromwell but Stace and other books now use Purple Gromwell for Lithospermum
purpureocaeruleum - aka Buglossoides purpureocaerulea).
The Hants Flora accepts the flowers at Hilsea (approx SU 654 043 found by a
steep stone-flagged path going up the ramparts immediately behind the bus

station garage) as 'very rare' even though they may well have been a Portsmouth
City Council planting and so I guess these plants, despite being in a garden, may
be of interest to Sussex botanists (I will report them to Alan Knapp as
w_sussex_recorder@sussexflora.org.uk ). To confirm my impression that they are
not commonly available garden plants I did a Google search for commercial
suppliers and only found two - the 'Beth Chatto Garden of Unusual Plants' at
Colchester in the UK and 'B & T World Seeds' in France.
I went home via Brook Meadow and saw the Meadow Buttercups and Distant
Sedge which Brian Fellows has reported so that I could tick them for my personal
list (also seeing the standard Winter-cress B. vulgaris previously mentioned). My
final notes came on turning right from Selangor Avenue onto the north pavement
of the A259 where a south facing wooden fence creates a good microclimate for
flowers - today this not only gave me more Dove's Foot Cranesbill but another
garden escape called Snow in Summer (Cerastium tomentosum) which also
flourishes by the Ferry Inn roundabout on south Hayling.
Mon 20 Apr
Seven butterfly species and three new flowers
A walk around Havant in the morning and a visit to Havant Thicket in the
afternoon gave me a foretaste of summer with two significant new additions
(Beaked Hawksbeard and Dove's Foot Cranesbill) starting to flower in Havant plus
Tormentil in Havant Thicket.
In my own garden the first appearance of Speckled Wood and Large White (plus
Orange Tip, Peacock and Small White) gave me five butterfly species to which I
added my first Small Tortoiseshell of the year and the inevitable Brimstone at
Havant Thicket. Another first for me while there was my Common Lizard.
My morning walk around Havant gave me 60 flowering plants including Yellow
Iris and Pendulous Sedge in the pond where the Homewell Spring stream meets
the main road into Havant, and at the Homewell Spring a Grey Wagtail (probably
nesting nearby) uttered a small burst of song while a male Blackbird seen in St
Faith's churchyard was dutifully carrying food for its young.
In the afternoon I counted 14 Lapwing on the Gipsies Plain grass south of Havant
Thicket (two of them seemed to be sitting but after deducting their mates that
left up to ten birds that might be males with unseen sitting mates giving a
possible total of 12 pairs breeding there).
Walking down the 'orchid ditch' track to enjoy a great show of Wood Anemones,
Primroses, Bugle and Cuckoo Flower I found one Willow surrounded by airborne
St Mark's Flies and later I watched a Bee Fly taking nectar from a Dandelion. Also
seen here was my first Glaucous Sedge.
The main reason for my visit to the Thicket was to check on the colony of wild
Lily of the Valley which I found to be thriving and benefitting from clearance of
trackside vegetation - none of the flowers were yet open but a good proportion of

the hundreds of plants had white spikes of flower buds. Anyone wanting to see
these plants should start at the main gate into the Thicket opposite Castle Road
and walk north on the track running roughly parallel to the road. After 300
metres you come to a main track going west from the path you are on - do not
turn left but keep straight on for a little over 100 metres and then start looking
for the Lily of the Valley leaves in the cleared edge of the track on your left (west
side). Close to the start of the colony you will currently see logs and dead
brushwood marking the spot where a Beech tree has been felled. The plants
appear intermittently for the best part of 100 metres so you will have difficulty in
missing them at present while they are flowering and not swamped by taller plant
growth. Approx grid ref for the suthern end of the colony is SU 719 108.
Returning to the carpark I found a tall narrow Apple tree covered with blossom
and I am pretty sure it is a Crab by its height but this height meant that all the
blossom was above my reach and so I could not check the flower stems for the
lack of hairs which distinguish Crabs from domestic Apples (which have
pubescent flower stems)
SUMMARY FOR APR 13 - 19 (WEEK 15 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Manx Shearwater: Andy Johnson had a sighting of four passing Sandy Point
(Hayling) on Apr 15 (when 7 went past Selsey and 3 were seen from Worthing)
Bittern: One was still at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Apr 16
Great White Egret: One over Wareham in Dorset on Apr 12 and two flew north
over Cowards Marsh, immediately north of Christchurch (maybe heading for the
Blashford Lakes?), on Apr 18. I see that the Trektellen website (which has up to
now puzzled me by using the name Great White Heron for what I am fairly
sure is this species) has just started to use our common name, reporting singles
passing over two Dutch and one Belgian site all on Apr 15. Trektellen has also
just started to report Little Egrets (another oddity was that while we have so
many of these on our side of the Channel they never got a mention over there)
White Stork: One was seen on the Scillies on Apr 13 and Lee Evans' regular
bulleting of UK Bird News issued on Apr 15 includes the line .. "A LESSER
YELLOWLEGS was at Heybridge Basin GP (Essex) on Apr 12, with a few WHITE
STORKS of unknown origin at a variety of locations" Since then one has been
seen on Apr 17 at Frampton (beside the River Frome a little north west of
Dorchester)
Spoonbill: Just three (all in Dorset) get a mention this week but maybe more
are on their way as one Belgian site recorded 46 passing over on Apr 15 and 33
went over a Dutch site on Apr 18

Mute Swan: Of local interest two more nests have been seen this week. On Apr
15 the small pond at the southern of the 'stilt houses' (southern end of Emsworth
Marina) had a pair near a nest site which has been used in past years and Brian
Fellows thinks that one of the two adults involved is a 'Polish' bird (so far this pair
have not built a nest this year). The other nest was seen at Aldsworth Pond on
Apr 13. In Emsworth one pair nests on Peter Pond and another on the adjacent
Slipper Mill Pond (the two being connected by the Lumley Stream) - on Apr 17 it
seems that the male of the Slipper Mill pair attacked the male of the Peter Pond
pair and injured it sufficiently for theRSPCA to take it away for hospital treatment.
Brian Fellows hopes it will recover and be back in time to help with looking after
any chicks that may hatch.
Brent Goose: Few migrant flocks reported in the latest news - 90 birds were in
Southampton Water on Apr 12 and 74 went past Selsey Bill on Apr 13 (maybe six
of these tired of flying and were seen on the sea off Worthing that day). On Apr
16 18 flew east at Seaford and on Apr 17 there were still 4 heading east past
Selsey Bill. The latest report is of 21 in Southampton Water on Apr 18
Egyptian Goose: A pair at Petworth had 5 goslings on Apr 13 - no comment
on the age of the goslings but this could be the pair which hatched 8 young on
Mar 15 and still had 5 goslings on Mar 19. More unusual was the sight of one
adult on a long distance flight over the Seaford area on Apr 14 - did it come
across from the Continent? What was probably this same loner flew over the
Dungeness RSPB reserve on Apr 16 and then past the Dungeness Bird
Observatory on Apr 18.
Shelduck: Very few pairs nest on the shores of the Solent harbours (though
quite a few fly several miles inland and nest in places from which any young have
little chance of walking back to any suitable water, let alone the sea) but on Apr
17 one pair was on the Chichester Harbour water south west of Warblington
church and another pair were near the flood in the pony field south of Wade
Court.
Garganey: Pairs may be nesting at Titchfield Haven, the Blashford Lakes and
the Lymington marshes. Birds of Hants gives 1940 as the last year when
Garganey were known to breed in Hampshire (though they may well have done
so in other years before the publication of this book in 1992). The 2007
Hampshire Bird Report indicates breeding at two Hampshire sites
Long-tailed Duck: The Mill Rythe pair off east Hayling were still there on Apr 13
but have not been reported since
Velvet Scoter: Nine reports of these during the week with counts of 10 in the
Hurst (Lymington) are on Apr 18 and 16 passing Selsey on Apr 17

Black Kite: On Apr 12 one flew north over the Hayle estuary in Cornwall, on Apr
14 one was seen over Seaford and on Apr 15 one flew north over Lancing near
Worthing (the last two were both reliable sightings). Maybe more are heading
north and will reach Britain as there was a report of 20 over the south coast of
Spain on Apr 13 and one was seen in the Scillies on Apr 16
Montagu's Harrier: Apr 17 brought the first mention of this species when one
flew over a Dutch site and on Apr 18 there was a possible sighting of a ringtail in
the Pulborough area
Sparrowhawk: Another 7 migrants were seen arriving in Britain over Dungeness
on Apr 13 after 20 arrived on Apr 11. Locally one shot low over hedges at
Warblington Farm on Apr 17 - maybe one of the pair which nest nearby.
Buzzard: I had my first sight for this year of one over Warblington Farm on Apr
17 - last year a pair nested nearby.
Eagle species: The possible Imperial Eagle which has been reported over the
Isle of Wight since Apr 2 was reported again over Luccombe Down on Apr 15 and
over the Ventnor Downs on Apr 16
Osprey: Recent reports include birds over Titchfield Haven and Pagham Harbour
on Apr 13 and one over the Thornham Marshes area of Thorney Island on Apr
14. One was eating a fish on the Gutner Point saltings, just across the Emsworth
Channel from Thorney, on Apr 18
Kestrel: One was hovering over the rough field to the rear of the Langstone
High St houses and the Royal Oak on Apr 17
Merlin: A female which has been seen on the shingle beach at Rye Harbour for
some time was seen to get an easy meal on Apr 14 when she took a tired
Yellow Wagtail as it came in from the sea crossing.
Hobby: An early arrival was at Portland on Mar 27 but no others arrived until Apr
11 when one was seen at Osmington near Weymouth and on Apr 13 another
reached Durlston (on Apr 15 three more were seen passing over a Belgian site).
By Apr 18 a pair were hunting together over New Forest heathland and single
birds were seen at the Blashford Lakes and heading north at Seaford.
Common Crane: What may have been the same bird flew west over the
Pulborough area and then landed at Morden Bog on the south west of Poole
Harbour, both on Apr 18. These are the first two reports from southern England
for the year.
Stone Curlew: I have already reported the first arrival seen at Dungeness on
Apr 3 and by Apr 14 two of them were seen on likely breeding territory

somewhere in the north of Hampshire. I also see that one was seen in Cornwall
on Apr 12
Kentish Plover: The first in southern England this year was a male at Sandwich
Bay on Apr 17
Dotterel: Another first arrival was a Dotterel which spent some time in a field
at Climping (near the mouth of the R Arun) on Apr 18
Curlew Sandpiper: Yet another first of the year but this one was in France at
Cap Gris-nez on Apr 18
Purple Sandpiper: A good count of 14 at Southsea Castle on Apr 14 (last
sighting anywhere on the south coast last year was of 2 at Southsea on May 19)
Ruff: One was still in the Fishbourne Channel area near Chichester on Apr 9 and
two were at the Bracklesham Bay RSPB reserve (west of Selsey) on Apr 14
Bar-tailed Godwit: The first sign of spring passage came on Apr 5 when 16
birds suddenly appeared at Christchurch Harbour - the same number being seen
at Dungeness next day. On Apr 13 Dungeness recorded a count of 350. No other
counts of more than 53 this week but birds have been seen going east at more
than seven sites during the week.
Whimbrel: The first non-wintering birds were a party of 6 that flew in off the
sea in the Thanet area of Kent on Mar 27 with a few singles seen at other sites
up to Apr 6 when 14 passed Seaford. The next big flock was of 51 or more seen
at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 15 (also on Apr 15 three were seen at Sandy
Point on Hayling and five were seen at Hurst near Lymington). The real action
was across the Channel with a count of 553 passing one Belgian site and 370
seen at a Dutch site, both on Apr 15. Some passage Whimbrel regularly fly
inland to feed in wet fields so a report of 38 arriving in Christchurch Harbour from
the north on Apr 16 is not surprising.
Lesser Yellowlegs: One reported at an Essex site on Apr 12. Last spring one
was at Pagham Harbour from Apr 18 - 22 but I doubt the bird will return there
this year
Green Sandpiper: These are now on spring passage and the latest news has
reports of one in the Lewes area on Apr 13, one at Sidlesham Ferry and another
at Sandy Point (Hayling) on Apr 15. Apr 15 also brought reports of passage from
across the Channel - one Belgian site recorded 52 birds and one in Holland
recorded 35.
Wood Sandpiper: None in Britain but one was seen in Holland on Apr 15

Common Sandpiper: One at Eastleigh Lakeside on Apr 15 was certainly a
migrant and while it is always difficult to separate new arrivals from wintering
birds (especially when the latter get the urge to move and appear at sites where
they have not been seen during the winter) it seems that a trickle of migrants has
been turning up in southern England since Apr 11 if not earlier
Pomarine Skua: After two winter reports from Christchurch Harbour on Jan 26
and from the Hebrides on Mar 22 spring passage seems to have started on Apr
16 with one in the Hurst (Lymington) area followed by one going east past Selsey
on Apr 18
Arctic Tern: Two were reported in the Lymington area on Apr 10 when a single
was at Fleet Pond in north Hampshire. Latest news is of 18 at Lymington on Apr
15
Little Gull: Twelve reports from southern England this week (including one at
Sandy Point on Hayling on Apr 12) but none to compare to the passage of 1258
birds over a Dutch site on Apr 15
Sabine's Gull: The first that I have heard of flew past The Lizard in Cornwall on
Apr 16 and next day it was still in Cornish waters off Gwennap Head
Lesser Blackback: These have probably been moving through the Channel
since mid-March but there have been no reports from the English side of the
Channel to compete with the 1403 birds going over a Dutch site on Apr 18 or the
1286 recorded there on Apr 3
Iceland Gull: One has been in the Scillies this week up to Apr 17 and there was
one sighting at Brighton marina on Apr 16
Glaucous Gull: One reported at Newlyn in Cornwall on Apr 17
Caspian Tern: Two were seen at a Dutch site on Apr 18
Common Tern: The first was seen on Mar 22 at Selsey but the main arrival
seems to have started on Apr 18 with 386 at Dungeness and around 100 in the
Hurst (Lymington) area
Little Tern: Since the first report of three at Dungeness on Apr 6 I have now
seen 30 reports potentially covering 112 birds. While this total included 20 birds
at a Dutch site on Apr 15 there were counts of 13 off Selsey Bill and 10 off
Titchfield Haven, both on Apr 14. No reports from within Langstone Harbour as
yet...
Black Tern: Apr 15 brought three reports of single birds seen at three
continental sites in Belgium and Holland (maybe all were of one bird passing
through). No other reports so far.
Turtle Dove: The first to be seen in England was near the visitor centre of
Pagham Harbour on Apr 14 (but did not stay there!). A second was on the north

Kent coast north of Faversham on Apr 17 and two more were at a Dutch site on
Apr 18
Cuckoo: These are now widespread and I heard my first in the East Park at
Stansted on Apr 15
Barn Owl: One was seen by day near the north end of Stansted House on Apr
17 - this is probably the same bird that was reported hunting in the Stansted East
Park in January and seen to the south of Stansted House in February.
Common Swift: The first to be reported in England was at Radipole
(Weymouth) on Apr 9 followed by two at Portland on Apr 10. Next was seen at
Selsey Bill on Apr 13 with another over Romsey that day (and again over Romsey
on Apr 14) before one was seen at Andover on Apr 15 and two more were at Rye
Harbour on Apr 16. Apr 18 brought one over the Hook area near Warsash
Kingfisher: I had an unexpected sighting of one flying off south from Aldsworth
Pond (north of Emsworth) on Apr 13
Hoopoe: One had been in the Scillies on Mar 21 and 22 and on Apr 15 we have
news of another on the Suffolk coast at Landguard (the point of land where the
River Orwell flows out to sea past the Felixstowe docks). On Apr 18 one was at
Dungeness
Wryneck: One had been reported in Holland on Apr 11 but the first to reach
England were two birds in Suffolk on Apr 14 (and a third had apparently reached
the Orkneys by that date). One was at Folkestone on Apr 18
Tree Pipit: Quite a few are already here but Apr 15 gave signs of a new wave of
arrivals with reports of up to three at each of four English sites plus a count of
190 over a Dutch site
Meadow Pipit: A big wave of these is probably presaged by a count of 22,434
birds passing over a Belgian site on Apr 15. Another 10361 went over Holland on
Apr 18
Water Pipit: On Apr 12 four were seen at Sandy Point on Hayling and three of
them were seen again as they made their way north up the east coast of Hayling
that day. On Apr 18 one seen at the Pennington Marshes (Lymington) was in full
summer plumage
Yellow Wagtail: Andy Johnson was lucky enought to have a European race Blue
Headed bird at Sandy Point on Hayling on Apr 12 and on Apr 13 three British race
birds flew north over Mill Rythe on Hayling. More came into Britain on Apr 15 and
there was probably a wave of arrivals that night as on the morning of Apr 16
some 40 birds left their roost at Rye Harbour to continue northwards. Another
Blue-headed bird was at Portland on Apr 18
Waxwing: No reports of the birds in the Locks Heath (Fareham) area since Apr
9 but 40 birds were still in northern Britain on Apr 15

Nightingale: Two were heard at Marlpit lane near Funtington (west of
Chichester) on the morning of Apr 12 and single birds were heard there that
afternoon and the next morning. One was still there on Apr 18 when another was
at the north end of Titchfield Haven. Nightingales can now be heard in most parts
of southen England at traditional sites
Whinchat: There had been reports in early February of wintering birds near
Worthing and at Manston in Kent but the first migrant arrival I know of was at
Worthing on Apr 12 with two more at Portland on Apr 14 and another at
Sidlesham Ferry (Pagham Harbour) on Apr 15. Portland recorded 20 on Apr 18
Ring Ouzel: 38 reports of up to 97 birds since the first arrivals in mid March but
of local interest one was seen in the Mill Rythe area of Hayling on Apr 13
Song Thrush: I used to believe that the continental birds which had been
wintering here would have left us by now but this year reports seem to indicate a
recent push of birds north through Europe to arrive in southern England. On Apr
11 a Dutch site reported the passage of 68 birds (and another 18 were noted in
Belgium) while on Apr 15 a Belgian site reported the passage of 211. In England
7 arrived at Sandwich Bay on Apr 10, another 7 at Dungeness on Apr 13, and in
the Havant area there has been a sudden outburst of Song Thrush song that may
come from new birds or from locals defending their territories against new
comers. More evidence of an influx from the continent came when 85 arrived at
Dungeness on Apr 17
Reed Warbler: Plenty now back with us including two at Langstone Pond on Apr
17
Lesser Whitethroat: Migrants started to arrive on Apr 10 and are now
widespread. I heard one at Warblington Farm on Apr 17 when five arrived at
Christchurch Harbour to be followed by five at Portland on Apr 18
Common Whitethroat: Plenty of these now in southern England - on Apr 18
Portland Bill recorded the arrival of 50 ( and I had my first that day at the Hayling
Oysterbeds)
Garden Warbler: There had been an isolated arrival at Southampton on Apr 7
but a more definite sign of their presence came with four being recorded at
Portland on Apr 14 (while on Apr 15 I am pretty certain I heard one in the
Stansted Forest area though I did not see it). On Apr 17 I again heard the same
song while I was near Langstone Pond and this time I saw the bird clearly in an
Oak tree just above my head.
Wood Warbler: Just two reports both on Apr 16 when one was at a New Forest
site and another at Hellingly in the Eastbourne area.
Pied Flycatcher: The first was at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 4 with another at
Durlston on Apr 5 and one in Devon on Apr 8. Apr 13 brought two birds - one to
Christchurch and one to the New Forest. Another was in the New Forest on Apr
15 and one was at Dungeness on Apr 17 while Portland had 10 on Apr 18

Marsh Tit: One was singing in the Stansted Forest Groves on Apr 15
Golden Oriole: The first I know of was at Dungeness on Apr 12
Woodchat Shrike: A male was at St Just in Cornwall on Apr 18
Raven: These are now widespread and established throughout southern England
but I am not sure of their status on the continent, nevertheless I thought a count
of 53 at a Dutch site on Apr 18 was surprising. I also noted that one flew north
over the Seaford area on Apr 18 as if it might have just arrived from the
continent.
Serin: One seen on the Dorset coast near Swanage on Apr 18 and another in
Cornwall that day.
White-throated Sparrow: The Old Winchester Hill bird was still present on Apr
18
Little Bunting: On was in Ashdown Forest from Apr 10 to 13 (and one was seen
in Holland on Apr 15)
Corn Bunting: Although these have more or less vanished from Hampshire I
may still have a chance to hear one this year as on Apr 18 two were heard on the
Chidham penninsula to the east of Emsworth. They were found on Steels Lane
which is the right turn (when going south) from Chidham Lane heading past
Middleton Farm to Chidham church
INSECTS
Dragonflies
Hairy Dragonfly: First report for the year from the Rye area of East
Sussex - a teneral specimen seen on Apr 15
Large Red Damselfly: After the first to emerge was seen at Farlington
Marshes on Apr 2 we have had to wait to Apr 13 for a second and that was
unfortunately caught in a cobweb at Midhurst
Butterflies
Dingy Skipper: First for the year were 8 seen on Mill Hill at Shoreham on
Apr 15
Grizzled Skipper: The first of these were seen at Mill Hill on Mar 30 and
they have now been seen at six other sites in Sussex, Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight
Large White: There have been several reports of caterpillars and pupae
surviving last winter and giving us a 'home grown crop' of this species but
on Apr 12 a report of one at Dungeness probably shows that we are also
getting immigrants
Orange Tip: Nothing special to report except that there seem to be far
more than usual about this spring
Green Hairstreak: The first was seen at Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester)
on Apr 4 but there were no more reports until Apr 14 when a general

emergence between Apr 14 and 16 brought reports from Hampshire,
Sussex and the Isle of Wight
Small Copper: 'Lots' were seen on Sinah Common (south Hayling) on Apr
16
Holly Blue: After two early reports on Mar 18 and Apr 7 regular reports
started on Apr 12 and I have now seen a total of 11 reports to add to the
first two - three were seen together near Rye on Apr 15 and four were
found in Gosport on Apr 16
Duke of Burgundy: First for the year seen at Noar Hill (but just outside
the reserve) on Apr 15
Red Admiral: The overwintering adults seem to have vanished from the
scene and this week I have only seen one report of the species
Painted Lady: We may soon see an invasion of migrants. One reached
Portland on Apr 11 and another was at Beachy Head on Apr 13 (with a
second at Portland) while Andy Barker, holidaying on Mallorca, found
masses of these butterflies on the wing there.
Small Tortoiseshell: Still thriving with reports from four different Sussex
sites on Apr 13 (four seen at one site near Midhurst)
Moths
Aspilapteryx tringipennella (0294): First report comes from Kent on
Apr 15 (normally not out until May)
Diamond-back moth (0464 Plutella xylostella): Two more reports of
migrant arrivals - the first was on Apr 12
Semi-skimmed Moth (0667 Semioscopis steinkellneriana): I see
one reporter uses the name 'Semi-skimmed Moth' but I think the proper
new English name is 'Dawn Flat-body'. First of year on Apr 12
Small Purple Flat-body (0691 Agonopterix purpurea): First of year
near Midhurst on or before Apr 13
Brindled Flat-body (0697 Agonopterix arenella): First of year near
Midhurst on or before Apr 13
Agonopterix rotundella (0716): First report for the year from Portland
on Apr 12 (adult emerging after hibernation)
Aethes smeathmanniana (0947): First of year near Midhurst on or
before Apr 13 (normally not out until May)
Mint Moth (1361 Pyrausta aurata): Another early first at Noar Hill on
Apr 15 (normally seen in May). The forewing of this species has only a
single gold blob on the forewing near its outer edge - if you see one with a
gold band (three adjacent blobs) across its forewing it will be P. purpuralis
Pyrausta nigrata (1366): First of year at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on Apr 14
(This one not normally out until June)
Chinese Character (1651 Cilix glaucata): First of year at Mill Hill,
Shoreham, on Apr 12 (normally out in May)
Light Orange Underwing (1662 Archiearis notha): First at Dungeness
on Apr 10 - a scarce species that can be found in March
Clay Triple-lines (1681 Cyclophora linearia): First seen in Sussex on
Apr 15 (no location given) First brood normally out in May

Red Twin-spot Carpet (1724 Xanthorhoe spadicearia): First of year
at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on Apr 12 (Another normally seen in May)
Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet (1725 Xanthorhoe ferrugata): Found
somewhere in Sussex on Apr 15
Garden Carpet (1728 Xanthorhoe fluctuata): First in Thanet on Apr
13 - a common species throughout the summer from April on
Green Carpet (1776 Colostygia pectinataria): First of year at Mill Hill,
Shoreham, on Apr 12 - normally seen in May
Small Waved Umber (1781 Horisme vitalbata): First of year at Mill
Hill, Shoreham, on Apr 12 - normally out in May
The Tissue (1790 Triphosa dubitata): First to emerge from hibernation
with wings already worn was seen at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on Apr 12
Common Pug (1834 Eupithecia vulgata): First taken in a Cosham
(Portsmouth) garden on Apr 13 - a common species normally out in May
Oak-tree Pug (1853 Eupithecia dodoneata): First taken in a Cosham
(Portsmouth) garden on Apr 13 - normally seen in May and June
Treble-bar (1867 Aplocera plagiata): First seen by day at Mill Hill,
Shoreham, on Apr 18 - first generation normally seen in May
Barred Tooth-striped (1880 Trichopteryx polycommata): First of
year at Mill Hill, Shoreham, on Apr 12 - normally out in March
Scorched carpet (1888 Ligdia adustata): First of year at Mill Hill,
Shoreham, on Apr 12 - normally out in May (larvae feed on Spindle)
Latticed Heath (1894 Semiothisa clathrata): First seen in Kent on Apr
15 - normally seen in May
Brimstone Moth (1906 Opisthograptis luteolata): First at Wadhurst
near Crowborough on Apr 12 - flies from April to October
Purple Thorn (1919 Selenia tetralunaria): First at Wadhurst near
Crowborough on Apr 12 - first brood out in April
Waved Umber (1936 Menophra abruptaria): First at Ringmer near
Lewes on Apr 11 - flies from April to June
Iron Prominent (2000 Notodonta dromedarius): First at Wadhurst
near Crowborough on Apr 12 - not expected until May
Pebble Prominent (2003 Eligmodonta ziczac): First at Wadhurst near
Crowborough on Apr 12 - normally seen in May
Great Prominent (2005 Peridea anceps): First at Wadhurst near
Crowborough on Apr 12 - flies from April to June
Lesser Swallow Prominent (2006 Pheosia gnoma): First at Wadhurst
near Crowborough on Apr 12 - normally out in May
Swallow Prominent (2007 Pheosia tremula): First seen somewhere in
Sussex on Apr 15 - normally out in May
Coxcomb Prominent (2008 Ptilodon capucina): First at Wadhurst
near Crowborough on Apr 11 - early for May
White Ermine (2060 Spilosoma lubricipeda): First seen somewhere in
Sussex on Apr 15 - normally out in May
Ruby Tiger (2064 Phragmatobia fuliginosa): First seen somewhere in
Sussex on Apr 15 - first brood out from April to June

Least Black Arches (2078 Nola confusalis): First of year at Mill Hill,
Shoreham, on Apr 12 - normally out in May
Shuttle-shaped Dart (2092 Agrotis puta): First seen in Kent on Apr 15
- normally out in May
White-marked (2140 Cerastis leucographa): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on Apr 10 - can be out in March
Mullein The (2221 Cucullia verbasci): First somewhere in Sussex on
Apr 9 - flies from April to May
Toadflax Brocade (2223 Calophasia lunula): First in the Thanet area
of Kent on Apr 13 - residents appear in May, migrants come later
Knot Grass (2289 Acronicta rumicis): A very early first at Dungeness
on Apr 10 - normally out in May
Nut-tree Tussock (2425 Colocasia coryli): Firsts at two Sussex sites
on Apr 11 - first brood seen from April to June
The Spectacle (2450 Abrostola triplasia): First somewhere in Sussex
on Apr 15 - normally flies in June
The Herald (2469 Scoliopteryx libatrix): First somewhere in Sussex on
Apr 11 - overwinters as an adult and normally seen before April (as 'Herald
of Spring')
Moth/Butterfly Larvae
Brown Tail moth: First report of larval tents comes from the Bexleyhill
Common area near Midhurst on Apr 13 - this species is usually coastal and
there are other species with similar tents???
Purple Emperor: Caterpillar found in Sussex on Apr 18
Brown Hairstreak: Eggs just hatched into caterpillars
Other Insects
St Mark's Fly (Bibio marci): I think this is the true identity of an insect
photographed at Kingley Vale (north of Chichester) on Apr 18 and
described as a Beetle species. The big black flies with their drooping
abdomens are supposed to appear on Apr 25 (St Mark's Day)
Red Mason Bee (Osmia rufa): An articial nest box in a Cosham
(Portsmouth) garden was found to have some of its chambers empty on
Apr 13 - presumed successful emergence of this year's bees.
Devil's Coach Horse beetle (Staphylinus olens): One found on the
shingle beach at Rye Harbour on Apr 16 - maybe it had fallen into the River
Rother, been carried out to sea and then washed up? (Pure speculation)
Hawthorn Shield Bug (Acanthosomah haemorrhoidale): First report
for the year from a Cosham (Portsmouth) garden on Apr 13
Jumping spider species (Marpissa muscosa): A couple found on fence
posts at Rye Harbour on Apr 15 - photos taken there in 2007 can be seen
at http://rxwildlife.org.uk/2007/09/08/wooly-jumper-2/ - impressive beasts!

PLANTS
Ferns: Some Bracken fronds are now fully expanded as are some Broad
Buckler blades but the fronds of Male Ferns are only just unrolling and are at
their most photogenic. Adder's Tongue ferns could be seen at Durlston on Apr
17
Bay Tree: Flowers on this and Lilac opened this week
Goldilocks Buttercup: Flowering in Sindles Copse (south east of Stansted East
Park) on Apr 15 - a new site for me.
Common Fumitory: First flowers seen in the Warblington cemetery extension
on Apr 17
Wintercress: The first flowers seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Apr 17 this must be the Early flowering species Barbarea intermedia (Medium
Flowered or Early Wintercress)
Lesser Swinecress: Starting to flower in Havant on Apr 17
White Campion: I saw an unusually early plant in full flower on Mar 21 but
have seen none since so some found in the West Stoke/Kingley Vale area on Apr
18 is probably a bettter 'start of season' record.
Lesser Sea Spurrey: First flowers out on the Langstone seafront on Apr 14
Shining Cranesbill: I saw a single flower out on Apr 8 but it was not until Apr
17 that these plants were in general flower along the path from Wade Court Road
to Pook Lane (at the Pook Lane end)
Bush Vetch: First flowers seen in the Kingley Vale area north of Chichester on
Apr 18
Black Medick: First flowers of the new seas on Havant on Apr 14 - also seen for
the first time in Emsworth this week
Horseshoe Vetch: Reported as flowering at Durlston on Apr 14
Crab Apple blossom: A possible candidate for this species (though maybe just
a self-sown domestic Apple) was seen in Stansted Forest on Apr 15 - on checking
the distinctive features which separate the true Crab Apple I find there is one I
could have used to make a positive identification at this time of year with the tree
in blossom. The flower stems (Peduncles supporting a cluster of flowers - they
are only called Pedicels if they support a single flower) and outer surface of the
calyx are hairy in all domestic forms but are glabrous (hairless) on true Crabs
Hawthorn: First flowers open in Havant on Apr 17
Wild Strawberry: The first flowers seen in Stansted Forest on Apr 15 (along
with a lot of Barren Strawberry). The Wild Strawberries are not only generally
larger but a check on the leaf tips shows a central point sticking out on Wild

where Barren have 'recessed' leaf tips (there is a point but it is in a recess at the
leaf tip and does not stick out beyond the front end of the sides of the leaf)
Yellow-flowered Strawberry: Two flowers out in Juniper Square at Havant on
Apr 17 to mark the start of a new flowering season
Wood Avens: Just one flower out in my garden on Apr 13 but it has fallen and I
could not find any more until I came on another single flower in Langstone on
Apr 17
Beech: The first fresh leaves now starting to emerge
Pedunculate Oak: Several of these had put out their combined leaves and
flowers by Apr 15 and Brian Fellows has asked why so many of the twigs bearing
this fresh growth fall to the ground. I would love to hear an authoritative answer
as I am pretty sure this is not the work of Squirrels, Birds, or insects and my
current hypothesis is that the 'rush of sap' to the tips of these twigs (which have
been dormant in the winter) causes excessive pressure in the 'tubes' which carry
the sap and this pressure weakens the structure of the tiny twigs making them
susceptible to snapping in a light breeze, let alone a strong wind.
Horse Chestnut: One or two individual flowers out on a tree in Stansted Forest
on Apr 15
Ash: A tree at Brook Meadow in Emsworth had put out its male flowers on Apr
14
Sheep Sorrel: Flowering on south Hayling on Apr 13
Duke of Argyll's Teaplant: First new season flowers seen at Langstone on Apr
14
Wood Speedwell: This has probably been out as long as its cousin Germander
Speedwell (first seen on Mar 27) but I did not find Wood Speedwell flowers (and
check the hairs on the stems) until Apr 15
Yellow Archangel: Lots of this spring delight coming into flower at Stansted
Forest on Apr 15
Bugle: My first sight of these flowers also at Stansted on Apr 15
Red Valerian: New season flowers out in Chichester on Apr 12
Cleavers or Goose Grass: The tiny white flowers were out on one or two plants
in Havant on Apr 17
Crosswort: First flowers seen in the Locks Farm area of Havant on Apr 13
Field Madder: First new season flowers in Havant on Apr 14
Nipplewort: First flowers in Hollybank Woods on Apr 15
Prickly Sow-thistle: Just one plant flowering in Havant on Apr 17

Spring Squill: Not a species you will find in Hampshire (it grows by the sea from
South Devon westward) but I much enjoyed my first ever sight of it in a photo
recently taken by Steve Copsey in Cornwall and to be seen on the Three Amigos
website at http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo (click the Cornish Flora Update
link in the right hand panel)
Yellow Iris: A good stand of these was in flower in the Wade Court Chinese
Water Gardens at Langstone on Apr 18
Early Purple Orchid: I enjoyed the sight of another 59 flowering spikes beside
the footpath through the Park Slip are on the south east boundary of the
Stansted East Park area on Apr 15
Southern Woodrush: Another first flowering seen in the Stansted Redwood
Groves on Apr 15
Pendulous Sedge: One plant had its flowers/catkins full extended in the ditch
beside the Hayling Billy Trail in Havant on Apr 18
Cock's Foot grass: Found by Brian Fellows flowering in the Emsworth area on
Apr 12 - Brian also found the first Wood Melick in the Hollybank Woods on Apr
15 but I am not sure if it was yet in flower
OTHER WILDLIFE
Badger: The Gosport area has quite a few Badgers and there is a place in
Gosport (I've forgotten the name) where school children could spend a night in a
cabin outside which they could watch Badgers feeding on peanuts - this may be
the same place where a Badger Watch was advertised for 31 May 2003 with the
advert saying .. "There have been badgers at this sett for over 40 years. The
badgers are fed regularly in a special floodlit area in front of the hide, which has
been built up so that the badgers can be seen at eye level, only four to six feet
away. Up to six badgers are frequently seen during the evening, and we have
planned the watch for a time of year when there is the best chance of seeing
cubs." Such artificial set-ups for badger watching are all very well but I prefer the
chance encounter such as Dr Daviid Tinling had in broad daylight in the garden of
his home in the Haslar district of Gosport on Apr 16 - his contribution the
Hampshire Butterfly News for that day includes .. Both Orange Tip and Holly Blue
"joined me for my birthday lunch with music provided by Blackcap,Blackbirds &
Curlews, a much appreciated birthday present, briefly interrupted when a
grunting badger chased a yelping cat into my garden."
Bat species: An unidentified medium sized migratory bat flew in off the
sea at Portland on Apr 17
Fungus: I have occasionally seen white lumps (looking a bit like a very large
Marsh Mallow sweet and having the same toughish skin with a soft interior which
yields to the touch) on the trunks of trees and the Boughton Park website (south
of Maidstone in Kent) currently has pictures and a suggested name for this Slime
Mould species. The website is at

http://www.kentos.org.uk/boughtonpark/April2009.htm and the two pictures
taken on Apr 3 and 9 show the great difference in the appearance of the fungus
in a few days. The web site uses the name Enteridium lycoperus but I used
Enteridium lycoperdon (given in Michael Jordan's Encyclopaedia of Fungi) to
search further on the internet, finding a further variety of pictures of what is said
to be the same fungus.
Wildlife diary and news for Apr 13 - 19 (Week 15 of 2009)
Sat 18 Apr
Yellow Iris and Pendulous Sedge in flower
A late afternoon cycle ride to the Oysterbeds added Yellow Flag (Iris) to my
year list as I passed the Wade Court 'Chinese water garden' and Pendulous
Sedge with full extended 'catkins' in the ditch beside the Billy Trail.
No Little Terns to be seen but I did hear my first Common Whitethroat
(thanks to Alistair Martin) and saw one Whimbrel in the pools with few Med
Gulls among the crowd of Black-headed on the nest islands. On the way back
a single Buzzard was soaring over the north end of the Hayling Coastal Path.
The earth mound facing the nesting islands had its usual display of minute
Forget-me-not plants in flower. When I first saw these a few years ago I
thought they were Early Forget-me-nots because of their size but the pale
blue of the flowers (Early have intense blue flowers) and the fact that the plants
persist and grow larger thoughout the spring suggests that they are Field
Forget-me-nots eking out a bare subsistence on the very poor soil.
Fri 17 Apr
Garden Warbler and Reed Warblers at Langstone
There was light rain as I set out for a walk to Warblington this afternoon but any
gloom was offset by the first open Hawthorn flowers and the bright pink
flowers of Shining Cranesbill along the twitchel path from Wade Court Road to
Pook Lane.
Once over the busy A27 I found half a dozen Swallows around the cattle and
then had my first view for this year of the local Buzzard flying over the
farmyard, and at the junction of Church Lane and the road to the old Rectory I
heard the rattle of Lesser Whitethroat song from the thick hedges - while
searching for the bird itself a Sparrowhawk shot low over these hedges and
later two Linnets perched briefly on a low tree top before continuing what I
guess was a journey in search of a nesting territory.
In the carpark area near the church I found more Cornsalad in flower and in the
churchyard there was a good show of Cuckooflower and yet another patch of
Slender Speedwell. In the cemetery extension I found my first Common
Fumitory flowers of the year but had little else of note until I had walked back
along the shore to Langstone (though two Shelduck were on the water off the
Warblington fields, presumably thinking of nesting nearby).
Coming up from the shore onto the Langstone seawall I found another pair of
Shelduck by the flood in the Wade Court south meadow and while there I was

excited to hear Garden Warbler song very close at hand, then even more
excited to look up into the oak tree above my head and see the bird to confirm its
identity.
Moving along to the pond I heard a couple of Reed Warblers (my first) and also
the Cetti's Warbler as I searched the trees attempting to assess the number of
Egret nests - two or three can be seen clearly but I think there are more than a
dozen in total. At the water's edge off the Royal Oak a party of some 20
Godwits were feeding - some were definitely Black-tailed but half a dozen
looked smaller and may have been Bar-tails though they were too far away to
see the detail of their plumage.
Walking back across Russell's Field to the Billy Trail I watched a Kestrel hovering
over the rough grass (in which many Bulbous Buttercups are now starting to
flower) and continuing along this path through the new Langstone housing I saw
a single Wood Avens flower before crossing the A27 at the Langstone
Roundabout. Coming down from the bridge I ticked another new flower Cleavers or Goose Grass - and in the Juniper Square area I added Lesser
Swinecress and found the Yellow Flowered Strawberries had resumed
flowering (the first seen since mid-January).
On the final stretch up Town Hall road I not only found Lilac in flower but also
Prickly Sow-thistle.
Wed 15 Apr
A great walk around Stansted East Park
I set out in this afternoon's warm sunshine to hear my first Cuckoo (which I
did) and it seemed the most likely place to come across one was Stansted
Forest, so I combined this with a target of checking out the Park Slip area on the
eastern edge of the East Park - in particular I remembered finding a few Early
Purple orchids there many years ago and wanted to see if they could still be
found.
My starting point was the west end of the broad track variously known as Park
Lane or Monument Lane (as it leads to the Racton Folly 'monument'). My outward
route along the lane past the entrance to the Redwood Groves soon discovered
Bugle in flower and near it some pale flowered Germander Speedwell which I
stopped to check in case it was Wood Speedwell (the stems of Germander
have two line of hairs running down the stem with the rest of the stem surface
being hairless - Wood Speedwell has a coating of long hairs all round its
stems). This example (despite the unusual pale flowers) was Germander but I
did find the first Wood Speedwell before the end of the outing.
Passing the top of the lane coming up from Sindles Farm I counted some 12
Rook Nests in the tree tops and a little further on I found the first lovely
Yellow Archangel in flower (later I found this was well distributed up the Park
Slip where Crosswort was also widely in flower).
Reaching the edge of Sindles Copse on the south side of the track I began to see
the huge mass of Bluebell flowers that dominated the Park Slip tree belt but I
also picked out a patch of yellow in the Copse and found it was a big clump of
Goldilocks Buttercup which I had not been expecting. Also in this area were
large patches of Moschatel though this was not new to my year list. Turning

north along the Park Slip track (mainly used by horseriders so rather muddy on
the lower ground at its southern end) I kept my eyes open for the orchids among
the tremendous display of Bluebells but I did not spot them until the track had
started to go uphill and became drier. A cluster of small holly trees on both sides
of the path is the marker to look out for if you want to see these orchids - going
uphill I first found 41 flowering spikes on the west side of the track around
the Holly trees and a little further uphill I found 18 more on the east side of
the track.
Further uphill, after passing the point where a broad grassy track crosses the
path I was on, I am pretty certain that I had my first Garden Warbler for the
year though I did not get visual proof. During the course of the walk I must have
heard at least half a dozen Blackcaps in song, and the song I heard here was
distinctly different - firstly it was much faster (more 'gabbled') and more
protracted in duration, secondly it was all at much the same pitch and volume,
and thirdly it had none of the 'declamatory' bursts of a Blackcap.
At the north end of the Park Slip it meets the east west track which crosses the
centre of the East Park and then becomes Woodlands Lane leading down to
Walderton. Crossing this track I took the field footpath leading northwest towards
Lumley Seat, and when about half way across the field I heard a Cuckoo calling
from in or beyond the Oak Copse trees to the east of me - again I never saw the
bird.
At Lumley Seat I crossed the private road and headed on across the open grass
fields to Wythy Piece woodland (the northeast corner of the eastern part of
Stansted Forest). Entering this woodland I admired the relatively newly planted
cluster of Wild Cherry trees that are now in flower and beside the public path
here I noted Red Currant, Wild Strawberries and Wood Sorrel in flower plus
a single Speckled Wood butterfly to add to several Peacock and Orange
Tips seen earlier. (The Wild Strawberries not only have larger flowers and
leaves than the Barren Strawberries I had seen earlier but confirmed their
identity by having 'points' to their leaves where the Barren Strawberries have
an indentation at the tip of their leaves)
I followed the bridle way down the eastern edge of the Forest, at one point
finding a large Apple tree covered in blossom overhanging the path. I could
not decide if it was a Crab or a self sown domestic Apple. As I could find no
sharp spurs on it I guess it was a domestic species but on checking the books
back at home I see that I should have checked the flower stems (pedicels) as
Crab Apples are glabrous on the pedicels and the outside of the calyx while
domestic apples have some pubescence on both parts and on the underside of
the leaves which mature Crab Apples do not.
The final stretch through the Groves area back to the car gave me both my first
open flowers on both Horse Chestnut and Oak as well as my first Marsh Tit
song of the year (fast repeated double notes which if slowed down and lowered
in pitch might resemble the Great Tit's 'Teacher' notes) coming as usual from
the very topmost branches of tall trees. A less exciting find here was my first
Southern Woodrush in flower with its narrow leaves and upright, V-shaped

inflorescence to distinguish it from the Hairy Woodrush which I found some
time ago.
Tue 14 Apr
A couple of new flowers at Langstone
A cycle ride to Nore Barn and back along the shore to Langstone gave me
another singing Willow Warbler and a Speckled Wood butterfly as I rode
down the path from the A259 to Nore Barn, and then two colourful new flowering
plants (Lesser Sea Spurrey and Duke of Argyll's Teaplant) on the stone
flagged seawall paths at Langstone Village. At the Mill Pond the Cetti's Warbler
was singing and I could see 19 Egrets (a couple of them clearly on nests
including one in an ivy covered tree on the island in the centre of the pond close
to where the Swan is sitting).
Making my way back up the Billy Trail I had a very close look at the 'Christmas
card glitter' on the underwing of a female Orange Tip butterfly.
Also noted today around Havant were the first Black Medick I have seen since
the beginning of January and the first Field Madder since an isolated find in
mid-February, so both effectively new for the year.
Mon 13 Apr
Nightingale and Kingfisher plus two new flowering plants
After a slow start this morning I had just one hour to spare before lunch and I
decided on a quick drive to Marlpit Lane as Brian Fellows had told me that he
heard a Nightingale back there yesterday.
My start was slightly delayed when I found the local level crossing gates were
down and the bridge over the railway was crammed with train spotters (none of
them wearing anoraks in the glorious sunshine) - one of them told me they were
waiting for a special train drawn by a steam engine called Oliver
Cromwell but I did not see it was the gates were lifted to allow a few cars
through while the train was still far away.
At Marlpit Lane the Nightingale was belting out its song close to the road
just before it starts to go downhill to the dip from which footpaths go off in both
directions, and before the main performer started I had a much appreciated
warm-up act in the shape of Willow Warbler song.
On the way home I stopped near Aldworth Pond to have a look at the pond,
finding the expected Mute Swan on her nest probably with a Canada Goose
nest nearby though I only saw three of these geese in the grass field west of the
pond. A Swallow was circling over the nearby stable as I walked a short
distance up the track to Sindles Farm in order to check on the Kingcups which
can usually be seen on the far bank of the secondary pond and after enjoying a
good display of these I took another look at the Swan on the main pond - as I
did so a Kingfisher flew south through my field of vision, gaining height to
go over the roadside trees. I have never seen a Kingfisher in this area before
and there are no high banked streams where the bird might nest but I am aware
that they will nest in suitable banks that are some way from the waters they fish.
Passing Locks Farm on my way home I stopped to check on a plant that should
be in flower there now (Crosswort) but saw no sign of flowers on the several

plants growing on the south facing bank below the Lesser Periwinkles where I
have found it out earlier than elsewhere in past years. Deciding to give up the
search I walked back round the corner to where the hedge prevents much
sunshine reaching the ground and there was a single plant of Crosswort in
full flower.
Back at home I added another new plant for the year - a single flower on
Wood Avens. Also in the garden I saw Peacock, Comma and Small White
butterflies to add to the several Brimstones I had seen while out.
SUMMARY FOR APR 6 - 12 (WEEK 14 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Little Grebe: A pair were already feeding three young chicks on the River
Ouse north of Lewes by Apr 10
Great Shearwater: One was seen on Feb 19 from a boat off Lyme Bay in
Dorset and the news was passed on by me at the time but it is not until now that
I have seen a couple of close up photos of the bird on the Dorset Bird Club
website
Manx Shearwater: These are now returning to British waters for the breeding
season and Portland recorded 200 on Apr 9 increasing to 380 on Apr 10
Bittern: One was still at Dungeness RSPB reserve on Apr 6 with another seen at
Rye Harbour on Apr 10
Little Egret: Passing Langstone Mill Pond on Apr 6 when the tide was out I
could see a dozen Egrets around the pond suggesting that at least six pairs were
intending to nest. On Apr 8, at high tide, there was a minimum of 38 Egrets
around the pond (at this time last year I never saw more than 32 here) and the
presence of one bird in an ivy covered tree in the centre of the pond suggested
that the birds are increasing the number of trees in use for nesting this year.
Great White Egret: After the arrival of one in Kent (passing over Sandwich Bay
on Apr 3) one flew high north west over Littlehampton (mouth of R. Arun) on Apr
5 and one or two more were seen passing Durlston on Apr 6
Stork: An unidentified Stork species flew east high over the Sherborne area
of Dorset on Apr 8. White Storks have been reported from various sites in the
Low Countries since Feb 20 but this is the first report this year of one in southern
England.
Spoonbill: The single bird at Farlington Marshes Deeps was still there on Apr 10
and it may be that more have recently come to southern England - on Apr 5 two
flew west over Christchurch Harbour, on Apr 6 one went east across the mouth of
Southampton Water seen from Lepe, on Apr 8 one flew north over Horsham and

three others flew east over Christchurch Harbour. On Apr 11 two circled over the
Arlington Reservoir near Beachy Head before continuing east and that day also
brought reports of four in Poole Harbour.
Mute Swan: The pair which I found with a new nest in the Corn Wharf area of
the Brockhampton stream here in Havant on Mar 30 may have already suffered
some disaster as on Apr 6 the nest was deserted (but not noticeably damaged)
and only one Swan was anywhere near though it was south of the barrier which
holds water in the Corn Wharf regardless of the state of the tide.
Whooper Swan: Contrary to previous suggestions David Thelwell tells us that
the bird on the River Test at Romsey, which was still there on Apr 5, shows no
evidence of being injured nor of being anything other than an genuine wild bird.
Greylag Goose: Although these are almost as abundant as Canada Geese in
some parts of Hampshire the sight of one flying east over Black Point on Hayling
cause Andy Johnson to remark that he feels lucky to see one on south Hayling as
often as once a year
Brent Goose: These are still coming from places unknown to pass east up the
English Channel. On Apr 4 Dungeness reported 1076 passing with another 142
there on Apr 5. On Apr 6 Splash Point at Seaford recorded 97 passing and on Apr
7 Dungeness had another 331 while Apr 8 saw 25 off Titchfield Haven (no doubt
there will be more reported later). Here in Langstone Harbour the only birds I
know of still around this week are a party of seven that were at the mouth of the
Langbrook stream on Apr 6 (assumed to be summering birds). The north Solent
is often the last place to record passing migrants and there were 305 at Lepe
(mouth of Southampton Water) on Apr 11
Pale Bellied Brent: On Apr 8 Portland reported 25 passing there while there
were 140 more off Dawlish Warren on the Devon coast (both reports are
presumably of birds coming from north west France and heading north west
towards Canada)
Ruddy Shelduck: A report of an adult female on Sturt Pond at Keyhaven
(Lymington) on Apr 11 seems to be the first report of the species in southern
England for the year.
Mallard: First report of ducklings that I know off came from Broughton Park in
Kent where 12 young appeared on Apr 3 - the next report came from the
Blashford Lakes on Apr 5 and Langstone Pond had its first family of ten on Apr 6.
Titchfield Haven then had a family of 8 on Apr 10
Pintail: A pair were still to be seen at the Badminston Common pit lakes in the
New Forest area near Calshot on Apr 11

Garganey: I am not sure if these are becoming more common visitors to our
shores but so far this year I have seen 69 reports of them, potentially reflecting
the presence of 236 birds. This week there has been a drake at the Keyhaven
Marshes, 4 drakes and 1 female at Ttchfield Haven, 2 flying past Selsey Bill on
both Apr 6 and 9 with others at Weymouth and passing St Catherine's Point on
the Isle of Wight
Ring-necked Duck: The Poole Harbour bird has not been mentioned since Apr
7
Scaup: A single drake was still at Titchfield Haven on Apr 10 though the great
majority of other duck species have now departed.
Long-tailed Duck: The long staying pair in the Mill Rythe channel off east
Hayling were still there on Apr 5 and they were reliably reported to be still there
on Apr 11
Common Scoter: Large numbers have been moving east this week with a peak
of 1810 recorded at Seaford on Apr 6
Velvet Scoter: 11 went east off Dungeness on Apr 6 and another 11 were
recorded passing Selsey on Apr 7 (at least one was seen in the Lymington-Hurst
area on Apr 6 and there seemed to be references to more being seen there but I
have not seen any news of them). Since mid-week there have been further
reports of singles at Hurst beach and Stokes Bay in the Solent with 3 at Selsey
Bill on Apr 9 and 5 passing Goring (Worthing) on Apr 10
Goldeneye: Seven could still be seen at the Blashford Lakes on Apr 10
Red Breasted Merganser: Numbers passing Dungeness peaked with 122 seen
on Apr 6
Goosander: A pair were present at the Blashford Lakes on Apr 10 and six
females were seen there on Apr 11
Black Kite: One seen in the Pegwell Bay area of East Kent on Apr 7 was the
second mention of the species for the year - first was seen in the same area on
Mar 21
Marsh Harrier: A male flew north over the Pilsey area of Thorney Island on Apr
4
Hen Harrier: One flew north east over Pilsey on Apr 3. One was still seen in the
Denny Wood area of the New Forest on Apr 10 but on Apr 11 a pair flying
southwest over Christchurch Harbour were thought to be leaving the New Forest.

Also on Apr 11 a bird that has been in the Middlebere area of Poole Harbour this
winter was still there.
Pallid Harrier: Not in England but on Apr 11 the Trektellen website had a report
of one over a Dutch site (where a Crested Lark was also seen)
Sparrowhawk: A significant movement of these seems to have occurred on Apr
11 when 20 passed over Dungeness and one Dutch site counted 28 passing (with
15 recorded at a Belgian site)
Osprey: 20 reports during this week (plus news heard on the radio of the first
egg having been laid in a Scottish nest). Locally Barry Collins tells us that one has
been present around Thorney Island from Apr 3 to 11 at least
Merlin: Still moving north with reports of singles at Portland, Brighton and Rye
Harbour on Apr 5, 6, 7 respectively. Latest news is of singles at both Christchurch
and Rye Harbours on Apr 11
Hobby: First to reach England this year seems to be one that was seen at
Osmington on Weymouth Bay in Dorset on Apr 11 (when another at a Dutch site
seems to have been the first on the near continent)
Coot: First chicks for the year recorded at Rye Harbour on Apr 10
Stone Curlew: After reports from Kent on Mar 30 (Thanet) and Apr 3
(Dungeness) we have one from the North Mundham area just south of Chichester
during the night of Apr 4 when two birds could be heard calling to each other in
the night sky. This report caused another Sussex observer to get out his
recordings of bird sounds and to realise that he too had heard the same calls
over Bognor Regis 'a couple of weeks ago' (around Mar 25 which would make
those bird(s) the first for the year)
Lapwing: The Rye Bay website carired a photo of an early clutch of four eggs in
a nest there on Apr 10
Jack Snipe: The Titchfield Haven bird was still there on Apr 10
Bar-tailed Godwit: First sign of spring passage by these birds came on Apr 5
when 16 birds suddenly appeared at Christchurch Harbour and then on Apr 6
Dungeness also reported 16 birds. Last year passage birds started to be seen on
Apr 16 with 450 at Dungeness on Apr 20
Whimbrel: Passage birds are now being seen daily in small numbers (max 14 at
Seaford on Apr 6). Across the channel there were 52 at a Dutch site on Apr 11

Spotted Redshank: One of two birds still at the Keyhaven Marshes on Apr 9
was in full summer plumage
Iceland Gull: The Dungeness bird has not been reported since Apr 7 and it may
be that it was the bird seen distantly from Sandy Point on Hayling, and more
closely from St Catherine's Point on the IoW, both on Apr 10 (interestingly there
was a report of a Glaucous Gull in the Hurst area - west end of the Solent - on
the same day).
Sandwich Tern: There were some 900 of these at Dungeness on Apr 10 but it
was not until Apr 11 that I managed to see one from the Hayling Oysterbeds in
Langstone Harbour
Common Tern: Singles were seen from St Catherine's Point (IoW) and from
Sandy Point on Hayling on Apr 6 when Dungeness logged 31 and watchers at
Seaford noted 46 'Commic' Terns. On Apr 8 one was seen far inland at Fleet Pond
(using the short cut route from the Solent to the Thames estuary) and on Apr 10
two were at Fleet Pond.
Arctic Tern: This week brought the first two reports for the year - both on Apr
10 when one was seen at Fleet Pond and two in the Hurst area of the west
Solent.
Little Tern: First report for this year comes from Dungeness where 3 Little Terns
were seen on Apr 6. On Apr 9 three were seen from Sandy Point on Hayling
Island and on Apr 10 there were reports from Seaford where 6 were seen, Selsey
Bill (2), with singles at Goring (Worthing), Dungeness and the Hurst area of the
Solent
Cuckoo: After an isolated report from Folkestone on Mar 31 birds began to
arrive on Apr 5 when singles were reported at Lymington and in the Lewes area
followed by one at Linchmere on the Hants/Sussex border east of Petersfield on
Apr 6 and one at Titchfield Haven on Apr 8. Many had been reported by Apr 10
when one was heard locally in the Forestside area (north of Stansted Forest)
Swift: First to reach southern England was one seen at Radipole (Weymouth) on
Apr 9 and then two reached Portland on Apr 10
Alpine Swift: One was seen well by a good number of birders at Pulborough
Brooks for a little over an hour at midday on Apr 11 - it then flew east.
Wryneck: None in England but one was reported at a Dutch site on Apr 11
Red-rumped Swallow: First of the year seen over the Scillies on Apr 10

House Martin: There had been 17 reports of these in March (first on Mar 7 at
Weymouth) but arrivals have speeded up in April with 36 reports during the
month to date including birds back at nest sites on Apr 6 (Liphook and Lewes
areas) and at artificial nests on houses near the Hermitage Stream running
through the Leigh Park area of Havant on Apr 7. Not many birds so far - the
highest count reported was only 6 at Fleet Pond on north Hampshire on Apr 8 but
this changed on Apr 10 when more than 20 were over the Chichester Lakes and
25 were at Rye Harbour with a peak of 50 over Fleet Pond in north Hampshire.
On Apr 11 Thorney Island had at least 27
Richard's Pipit: One was reported in Kent back on Jan 7 but we now have one
seen near Weymouth on Apr 8
Tree Pipit: An influx on Apr 10 brought 9 birds to the Fleet/Aldershot area and
on Apr 11 one Dutch site recorded 105 passing north
Meadow Pipit: Locally there were four birds apparently resident on the
Langstone South Moors (one making regular song flights) on Apr 6 and on Apr 11
I saw one singing at Sinah Common on south Hayling
Water Pipit: Three birds showing summer plumage passed through the Sandy
Point area of Hayling on Apr 11
Yellow Wagtail: Just two Hampshire reports so far this spring - one at Titchfield
Haven on Apr 9 and 3 at Tundry Pond (west of Fleet in north Hampshire) on Apr
11. The highest count anywhere so far is of 10 at Rye Harbour on Apr 6 with 8 at
Reculver (north Kent) on Apr 8
Waxwing: A very late flock of 20 arrived in the Locks Heath area (west of
Fareham) on Apr 3 and there were still 14 there on Apr 8
Nightingale: First for the year was at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 7 and this was
followed by two more birds on Apr 8 - one at West End near Southampton and
the other at Wisborough Green near Billingshurst north of Pulborough. Apr 9
brought three more reports from Beckley Woods (north of Hastings), Botley
Woods (near Fareham) and the New Forest shore of Southampton Water plus
two birds singing at Pulborough Brooks
Song Thrush: There has been a noticeable increase in song from these birds in
the last few days but I am not sure if there is any connection between this and a
small influx of continental birds (indications of a lot of them on the move on the
continent came from news of 18 passing through one Belgian site and 68 passing
a Dutch Site, both on Apr 11, after at least 7 new birds arrived at Sandwich Bay
in Kent on Apr 10)

Grasshopper Warbler: At least nine new arrivals in the latest news including
one at Sandy Point on Hayling on Apr 6 (first was in Devon on Mar 29 with
another at Selsey on Apr 4)
Sedge Warbler: Among recent arrivals one was at the Thorney Little Deeps on
Apr 3 and one at the Milton Lakes in Southsea on Apr 4. By Apr 10 there were
more than 70 at the Dungeness RSPB reserve and on Apr 11 there were at least
7 on Thorney Island
Reed Warbler: Local firsts have been near Pagham village on Apr 6 and at
Titchfield Haven on Apr 8. Emsworth had its first on Apr 10 and surprisingly Barry
Collins only reported one on Thorney Island on Apr 11 (though many Reed
Warblers skulk in unexpected parts of the general countryside until the new
reeds have grown in the places where they will breed)
Lesser Whitethroat: A very few of these do overwinter here and this may
account for reports of birds at Hove Lagoon in the Shoreham Harbour area on
Feb 20 (though the habitat there suggested a new arrival which had turned up in
an inappropriate spot), and of one heard singing at Durlston on Mar 2. Clearly the
main arrival of migrants started on Apr 10 with reports from Dungeness RSPB
and Reculver (north Kent coast) followed by three more Kentish sites on Apr 11
with three birds at Reculver on Apr 12
Common Whitethroat: First in our area was at Farlington Marshes on Apr 5.
There have now been 19 reports between the first at Christchurch Harbour on
Apr 4 and the latest at Thorney Island on Apr 11
Garden Warbler: One had been claimed (almost certainly!) at Titchfield Haven
on Mar 19 but a more realistic first was at the Lower Test Marshes on Apr 7 (no
others yet)
Chiffchaff: The number of reports of birds singing a mixture of Chiffchaff
and Willow Warbler song is increasing and it seems there is now some
evidence that the two species do hybridise.... also of interest are photos on
the Portland website comparing the 'primary projection' which is supposed to be
the most sure way of separating the species by sight.
Pied Flycatcher: The first was reported at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 4 with
another at Durlston on Apr 5 and now one in Devon (Yarner Wood) on Apr 8
Raven: A pair were seen mating at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 10
Redpoll: At least one Common/Mealy Redpoll was at Blashford Lakes on Apr
12 with the much larger and greyer Greenland (rostrata) Redpoll whose
identity has been accepted by all the experts which have seen it or pictures of it.

Common Rosefinch: A female was seen in a garden at Birdham (east side of
Chichester Harbour) on Apr 8
White-throated Sparrow: It seems that one has been present at Old
Winchester Hill since 8 Nov 2008 but the news has not been publicised until
someone let the cat out of the bag on Apr 11. The expected parking problems
have resulted as birders flock to tick the bird but so far both the bird and the
birders have all survived to crush. So far no one has suggested that this is the
same bird which arrived by boat at Southampton Docks from the USA on 12 May
2007 but you never know ... (that was clearly a high class bird, only seen in the
QE2 terminal)
INSECTS
Butterflies
14 species have been reported this week (probably 15 as the first Green
Hairstreak was seen last week and others are presumably now out but
unreported). Three require a special mention.
Small Copper: After three isolated reports on March 17, 20 and 30 it looks
as if there has now been a more general emergence with reports on Apr 6,
7 and 8, each of two butterflies (the first two came from Gosport, the third
from Lewes)
Holly Blue: There was just one report of a sighting near Hastings on Mar
18 and now we have a second report from Worthing - not much to go on
but it looks as if this is not going to be a good year for the species.
Painted Lady: Late news of one being seen at the Magdalen Hill Down
butterfly reserve near Winchester on Apr 2 by the warden (Patrick Fleet).
Painted Lady is a species for which Butterfly Conservation is trying to
record all reports on a national database and we are told this sighting was
the sixth of the year to have got onto that database. (No clues as to
whether this was a genuine early migrant or an odd individual which had
emerged from eggs late in this country last year)
Moths
Common Oak Purple (0006 Eriocrania subpurpurella): This is a day
flying moth and the first was seen on Apr 6 in the Blean Woods near
Canterbury
Caloptilia rufipennella (0284): First seen in the Thanet area of Kent.
Although now fairly common in Britain it was not found here until 1970.
This first sighting on Apr 6 would have been a moth that emerged last
August but has hibernated until now
Diamond-back moth (0464 Plutella xylostella): These migrants first
appeared in both Kent and East Sussex on Apr 10
Brown House-moth (0647 Hofmannophila pseudospretella): First of
year found in Thanet (Kent) on Apr 10
Agonopterix subpropinquella (0692): Another first reported in Kent on
Apr 7 which would have emerged last August and which has overwintered.
I do not have the new English name for this species but it belongs to the
family now called 'Flat-bodies'

Buckthorn Leaf Roller (1122 Ancylis obtusana): Another second hand
report of a find by Patrick Fleet at Magdalen Hill Down on Apr 6 - mainly of
interest for its early date as the species does not normally appear until May
The Streamer (1747 Anticlea derivata): A first for the year from
Thanet in Kent on Apr 6
Water Carpet (1750 Lampropteryx suffumata): Another first in the
Blean Woods at Canterbury on Apr 6
Brindled Pug (1852 Eupithecia abbreviata): Another first in the Blean
Woods at Canterbury on Apr 6
The V-Pug (1858 Chloroclystis v-ata): This is normally not seen until
May but one was found at Wadhurst near Crowborough on Apr 10
Common Heath (1952 Ematurga atomaria): First report on Apr 7
when several (including a mating pair) were found on the Downs above the
Cuckmere valley in Sussex
Lunar Marbled Brown (2015 Drymonia ruficornis): First found in the
Rother Woods north of Hastings on Apr 10
Chocolate-tip (2019 Clostera curtula): First in the Thanet area on Apr
9
Muslin Moth (2063 Diaphora mendica): Also a first in Thanet but on
Apr 10
Dark Sword-grass (2091 Agrotis ipsilon): First of these migrants had
been at Portland on Mar 11 with no more until this one in the Rother
Woods on Apr 10
Flame Shoulder (2102 Ochropleura plecta): Another early first in the
Rother Woods on Apr 10 (normally first seen in May)
Cabbage Moth (2154 Mamestra brassicae): First in Thanet on Apr 11
(another species normally not out until May)
Pine Beauty (2179 Panolis flammea): First of these colourful moths
found in Thanet on Apr 6
Blossom Underwing (2183 Orthosia miniosa): First also in Thanet on
Apr 7
Northern Drab (2184 Orthosia opima): A new species for Dungeness
when the first of these for the year was found on Apr 1. UK Moths says of
the species .. "Although the English name suggests otherwise, this species
is actually more common in the south. It does however occur sporadically
throughout northern England and the southern half of Scotland. The single
brood flies in April and May, and the species inhabits heathland, downland
and sand-hills." The picture of this moth also shows that 'Drab' is not the
best description of the moth!
Silver Y (2441 Autographa gamma): First of these migrants had been
at Portland on Mar 27 and now one on Apr 9, also at Portland, is the
second for the year
Caterpillars
Scarlet Tiger (2068 Callimorpha dominula): When three individuals of
this species were found in Friston Forest near Eastbourne in June 2008
they were thought to be a new species for Sussex but when people started

looking for these moths several examples were found both in the Forest
and in the town of Eastbourne. This year caterpillars of the species were
found in the Forest on Mar 14 and on Apr 5 one has been discovered in a
new garden in Eastbourne.
Other Insects
Bee Fly (Bombylius major): These seem to be flourishing this year - on
Apr 6 as many as 27 were seen on Chalton Down to the north of Rowlands
Castle and I had another in my garden on Apr 8 nectaring on Lesser
Celandine
Rove beetle (Staphylinus caesareus): Both these and Green Tiger
Beetles were seen on Black Down near Haslemere on Apr 2
Glow-worm larva: One of these (whose multisegmented body might
suggest it was related to the adult Rove beetles and whose colour is
similar to that of the smaller Ladybird larvae) was seen at Durlston
country park on Apr 7
Great Silver Water Beetle (Hydrophilus piceus): Two found in a moth
trap in the Rother Woods north of Hastings on Apr 10
PLANTS
Broad Buckler Fern: The blades of these leaves were unrolling in the Hollybank
Woods at Emsworth on Apr 10 (with some bracken also opening its leaves)
Wallflower (Erysimum cheiri): The yellow flowers of this wild species were
out on the walls of Camber Castle near Rye on Apr 11 so it may now be worth
looking for them locally on the walls of Portchester Castle
Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratense): Also known as Lady's Smock and by
a number of other names this gets its main name from the co-incidence of the
opening of its flowers with the arrival of the Cuckoo. This year the first report I
know of was dated Apr 5 when someone walking south on the disused railway
line (called the Downs Link and running south from Horsham) in the West
Grinstead/Partridge Green area where the line meets the Adur valley remarked ..
"The footpath leading west off the course of the old line at TQ183214 runs
alongside a ditch, which is packed full of flowering Lady's Smock." More flowers
were seen in Emsworth on Apr 6 and at Warblington on Apr 7, and on Apr 9 I
found a lone plant under the Water Wheel where the Langbrook Stream running
past Tesco in Havant goes under the A27. True to tradition the first Cuckoos
to be reported in Hampshire and Sussex were recorded on Apr 5 with
others following on Apr 6 and 8
Hoary Cress: This has now started to open its flowers - first seen at Broadmarsh
on Apr 6 and by Apr 10 it was flowering in the Emsworth area
Shepherd's cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis): First flowers seen on Sinah
Common (South Hayling) on Apr 11 but not easy to spot

Chalk Milkwort: First flowers at Durslton on Apr 7
Early Dog Violet: One white flowered plant found in the Hollybank Woods at
Emsworth on Apr 10 along with an equally unexpected pink flowered
specimen of Common Dog Violet.
Round-leaved Cranesbill: The first few flowering plants found among the
Gunner Point sand dunes on South Hayling on Apr 11
Shining Cranesbill: Just one flower was open on Apr 8 in the Warblington area
of Havant at the north foot of the bridge connecting the two halves of Pook Lane
over the A27
Common Vetch: Also announcing the start of its flowering with a single flower
in the Broadmarsh area of Havant on Apr 6
Spring Vetch: Half a dozen tiny plants flowering in the Gunner Point sand dunes
on Apr 11
Hairy Tare: Plenty of flowers seen on a cluster of these plants near the East
Street bridge over the Billy Trail in Havant on Apr 6
Wild Cherry (Gean): In full flower in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Apr
10
Wild Plum: Also flowering on Apr 10 in the Longcopse Hill area of the Hollybank
Woods
Cherry Laurel: The white candles of flowers on this were first lit on Apr 6 in
Havant
Apple: A self sown tree in blossom on Sinah Common on Apr 11
Red Currant: Most of the many 'wild plants' in the Longcopse Hill area of
Hollybank Woods were flowering on Ap 10
Field Maple: First few flowers open on trees at Warblington on Apr 6
Sycamore: Also flowering for the first time on Apr 6 in Havant
Basford Willow: Trees of this name figure prominently at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth and on Apr 6 Brian Fellows wrote .. "As always at this time of the year,
the tall Basford Willows on the south side of Palmer's Road Car Park are
festooned with extra long yellow catkins, many of which are falling to the ground.
Basford Willow (Salix x rubens forma basfordiana) is a hybrid between the Golden
Willow (Salix alba var. vitellina) and Crack Willow (Salix fragilis). It has

conspicuous orange-yellow twigs which glow in the winter sunshine and very long
pendulous yellow catkins. There are others in the plantations on the west side
and on the east side of Brook Meadow." A very comprehensive catalogue of
Willows which I found on the internet adds .. "The Basford willow was originally
discovered in 1870 by William Scaling in his Basford (Nottingham) Nursery. As a
consequence of its upright appearance and orange-yellow winter twigs,
pendulous catkins and lustrous leaves, it is now widely planted as a landscape
tree and is common along the Trent Valley. It can also be used for basket making
and produces brightly coloured year-old rods. This hybrid can be distinguished
from the golden willow by the shining rather than matt-green leaves of the latter
willow and more orange twigs."
Wood Spurge: I have seen garden cultivars of this flowering for some time but
the first report of genuine wild flowers comes from Stansted Forest on Apr 8
where they must also have been out for some time.
Thrift (Sea Pink): Just starting to flower on Sinah Common on Apr 11
Bugle: I suspect that my report of this being in flower in Havant Thicket on Apr
2 was in error (the reporter having mis-identified Ground Ivy as Bugle) as I
have seen no sign of it anywhere until Apr 10 in the Stansted Groves and the
plants there were still not in flower
Ribwort Plantain: This was flowering in Havant on Apr 8
Tartarian Honeysuckle: First pink-red flowers open on Apr 11 on the bush to
be found at the junction of the south Hayling Ferry Road with the track leading to
the 'gun emplacements'.
Cornsalad (Valerianella locusta): This started to flower at several places in
Havant on Apr 6
Snakeshead Fritillary: The plants at the east end of Mill Lane at Langstone
were in full flower on Apr 6 (I had seen a flower bud as early as Mar 18)
Early Purple Orchid: Durlston reported the first flowers seen there on Apr 9
and there was a moderate showing of them in the Longcopse Hill area of the
Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Apr 10 (with just three spikes in the Stansted
Groves that day)
Green Winged Orchid: A good start to the Sinah Common show seen on Apr
11 south of the Hayling Golf Course
Wood Sedge: Flowering in the Hollybank Woods on Apr 10
Sweet Vernal Grass: Flowering on Sinah Common on Apr 11

Meadow Foxtail Grass: Flower heads seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on
Apr 7 and some by the Billy Trail in Havant were in full flower on Apr 11
OTHER WILDLIFE
Otter: A throw away remark at the end of a report of birds at the Southampton
Lower Test Marshes on Apr 10 tells us that if you are there at night and near
what is called Bell Crossing over the River Test and the railway at SU 367149 (the
only access to the reserve from the Test Lane area just west of the M271
interchange) you may see Otters in the river by the light from the nearby
industrial estates and motorway. (For more information about this area visit
http://www.patchwatch.co.uk/patchltm.asp which is the ongoing website of Paul
Winter, the originator of the HOSLIST Yahoo News Group).
Fallow Deer: A report of 16 seen in a 'Gentleman's Club' assembly in fields at
Locksash (near West Marden north of the Ems Valley) was a reminder that the
Fallow rut is now well over but that the bucks do not drop their antlers until May,
so the bucks have nothing better to do at this time of year than to gather into
male only groups to do the sort of thing that old men of any species might do sit round in a circle and chat about serious matters.
Roe Deer: These start their rut in May and so it is now time for the bucks to
make sure they are ready for battle and sex - on Apr 6 the rangers daily
newsletter from Durlston country park included a sighting of a buck and doe
already paired and with the buck's antlers now without velvet. Less
prepared for the season was a Roe buck whose skull, still complete with a three
pointed set of antlers, was found in Stansted Forest on Apr 8 by Brian Fellows.
Water Vole: These are getting more active now at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Apr 8 one was watched while it moved along a 30 yard stretch of the river
bank and during that time it entered 15 different tunnels - it then swam across
the river and became lost in the vegetation but was probably still exploring every
hole it could find, probably it was a male seeking a female for purposes which are
natural in the spring. This led me to enquire further into the life of the male voles
- it seems that they live totally separate lives from the females with the one
exception of the necessity to get together for breeding purposes. The two facts
which I discovered which led me to this opinion are that each male has a territory
which spans around 130 yards of the river whereas females do not stray outside
a 70 yard stretch which they delimit by latrines at each end - this allows the
males territory to give him access to up to three females, each of which require
his presence five times a year (they raise five broods between April and
September - normally they do not live for more than one year). The second fact
is that during the winter months the females allow their daughters to share their
burrow but exclude the males (I do not know whether males also share lodgings
or continue to live a solitary existence through the winter)

Marsh Frog: In the past I have come across reports of these in the Walland
Marshes between Rye and Dungeness but on Apr 5 the Planet Thanet website
reported a find in the Minster Marshes on the Isle of Sheppey.
Adder: Mention of a sloughed Adder skin found at Christchurch Harbour on
Apr 6 made me wonder if Adders (and other snakes) routinely shed their skins
after hibernation and I found several entries on the internet which confirm that
this is one of the times of year when sloughing occurs but other entries told me
that sloughing occurs every three to six months, and is more frequent in young
snakes which are growing fairly rapidly. I also discovered that snakes tend to look
duller in colour before they shed their skin - a typical quote was .. "Snakes will
periodically shed their skin to allow for growth and wear and tear. When
emerging from winter hibernation you may see them basking in the sun with dull
milky eyes. This is a sign that the snake will soon shed its skin which is also
known as sloughing."
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 6 - 12 (WEEK 14 OF 2009)
Sat 11 Apr
Green-winged Orchids at Gunner Point
Today I cycled the full length of the old Hayling Billy railtrack to south Hayling
where I intended to make a complete circuit of the Hayling Golf Course via the
Ferry Inn and Gunner Point but I got no further than the entrance to the Sinah
Warren holiday camp when I (and all traffic) was stopped by a young
policewomen who had parked her push-bike across the road to stop us.
For much of my trip down the Hayling Coastal Path I had seen a dense column of
black smoke rising from somewhere near the Kench, and it seems that the fire
was in the derelict properties immediately east of the Kench where the Ferry
Road is narrow and this is why the road was closed to all traffic - no real problem
for me as I was able to get to the Gunner Point area round the east end of the
Golf Course.
As soon as I got to the orchid area I found one fully open Green-winged
Orchid flower spike right in my path and a little searching showed that at least a
couple of dozen plants were in flower with many more starting to push up their
purple flower heads (by the end of April there should be several thousand on
show).
I continued west into the sand dunes where I added Spring Vetch, Roundleaved Cranesbill and Sweet Vernal Grass as flowering firsts on my year list.
A lot more Spring Beauty (which was first seen on Mar 31) was out and before
getting here I had seen the first pink flowers on the Tartarian Honeysuckle
where the track to the gun emplacements leaves the Ferry Road (while there I
had enjoyed more Willow Warbler song from the willows around the pond).
Returning east along the south of the golf course I passed Sea Pink (Thrift) in
flower and over the mini-golf course I had a Meadow Pipit parachuting down
while singing its simple song. In this area I found Sea Campion in flower and
the much rarer Sheperd's Cress (this year you have to look behind one of the

small mounds which hide the plants from view of people on the broad track). My
last 'first' of the trip was Apple Blossom on a stunted tree growing on the
common where someone had thrown away an apple core years ago.
Although I have kept it to the end I had my best bird 'tick' as I was passing the
Oysterbeds area on the way out - a single Sandwich Tern patrolling the water
just off the bund walls
Fri 10 Apr
First Early Purple Orchids and more in Hollybank Woods
Today's rain did not offer much encouragement to go out but I was richly
rewarded when I visited the Longcopse Hill area of the Hollybank Woods this
afternoon.
First to raise my spirits was the mass of blossom on the unusual Wild Cherry
tree to be found close to the southern edge of the birch scrub on the hilltop.
There are several Wild Cherry trees in these woods but this one is special in
that it was blown down during the great gale of 1987 but still had part of its roots
left in the soil and thus is still very much alive more than 20 years later but
instead of having one trunk with branches held out on either side the trunk lies
on the ground and the branches on the uppermost side have turned into what
looks like a row of five separate trees, each growing vertically with their own
blossom laden branches growing out from them.
Heading south east from this Cherry I came to another unusual sight which I
visit each spring - a group of small trees/large shrubs with thin, delicate
drooping branches, the tallest of the being no more than ten or twelve feet
high. The small, elliptical, tooth-edged leaves are just now developing and
several branches end in small clusters of pure white blossom, each flower
being not much more than 1cm across. Until last year I was very puzzled as to
what they might be but today's visit confirmed the conclusion that I came to
last year, namely that they are Wild Plum trees (Prunus domestica
domestica) based on the absence of both pubescence on the twigs and
sharp thorns (though some can be found).
Around half a dozen of these trees grow on the open woodland floor where it
slopes down to the small stream and fence separating the wood from the
meadow to the east, but when you reach the fence line you can find more of the
trees along it and there are others in the middle of the 'orchid area' which
extends out towards Monks Farm.
Perhaps the absence of sunlight today made the woodland floor east of the
stream even more magical than usual - there was an 'uplighting' effect from the
huge mass of white Wood Anemones and yellow Primroses which contrasted
with the 'blue' of many Violets and the fresh green of leaves.
I was not expecting to find the Early Purple orchids in flower but by the end of
the visit I had found some 30 plants with flower spikes and at least 8 of
these had some of their flowers open (one could be said to be in full flower
with at least eight of its individual florets open). To add icing to the 'orchid cake' I
first found a plant with pure white Violet flowers whose narrow pointed spurs
told me they were Early Dog Violets (and other nearby plants were normal

Early Dog) and then I found a couple of true pink Violet flowers whose thick,
notched spurs showed they were Common Dog Violets (there are no Sweet
Violets here, and in any case all the Sweet Violets I know off have now ceased
flowering while these were at their freshest). Both finds were surprises as in past
years I have only found white Common Dog Violets here (but found none of
them today!)
Three more flowers that were new to my yearlist and found in this area were
Wood Sedge, Red Currant and Wood Spurge (though Brian Fellows has
already beaten me in recording the first of this last species). Another 'first' were
the triangular blades of the first Broad Buckler Ferns that I have seen (and the
first almost fully unfurled Bracken leaves)
To cap today's list I both heard and saw my first Marsh Tit of the year.
I then drove to the Stansted Groves where I could only find three plants of
Early Purple orchid in total but I did see my first examples of Bugle though
their flowers were not open (I am fairly sure that the first flowering of Bugle
which I reported in good faith as being seen in Havant Thicket on Apr 2 was in
fact a mistaken identification of Ground Ivy - the observer was a butterfly
expert but not necessarily interested in plants). Also here I found a good show of
Cuckoo Flower and Barren Strawberry, Herb Robert and Greater
Stitchwort
Wed 8 Apr
Shining Cranesbill, Sycamore and Mallard ducklings
A walk from Havant town centre to Langstone pond and back home via Pook
Lane added four new plants to the year list and gave me news of the first
family of Mallard ducklings on Langstone Pond - a person I met near the
pond told me she has seen a new family of ten ducklings on the pond on Monday
(Apr 6) and that all ten could still be seen today (the first family that I am aware
of had 12 ducklings at Broughton Park in Kent on Apr 3 but was typically down to
one duckling by Apr 7 - the second family was at the Blashford Lakes on Apr 5
with no count of ducklings)
New flowers started with a Sycamore tree growing by the A27 Langstone
roundabout before I added Field Maple at Warblington, Shining Cranesbill at
the north footing of the A27 footbridge linking the two halves of Pook Lane ,and
Ribwort Plantain back in Havant.
Other flowering plants noted included Cornsalad and Barren Strawberry in
South Street at the start of the walk, my first Hedge Mustard near Bosmere
School and quite a few Bulbous Buttercups out in Russell's Field (taking the
footpath from the Billy Trail to the Royal Oak at Langstone). On the way home I
found Ramson's flower buds, starting to split open to reveal the white petals,
alongside the twitchel path from Pook Lane to Wade Lane.
Birds included Cetti's Warbler song at Langstone Pond where (with the tide
high) I counted a minimum of 38 Egrets. Nearby a Fox was hunting by the
Lymbourne stream and in the old section of Pook Lane south of the A27 I noted
two Seven Spot Ladybirds warming themselves in the sun after emerging from
hibernation

Mon 6 Apr
My first Willow Warbler and Whimbrel
Before describing today's outing I should fill in some gaps since my last diary
entry for last Thursday.
On Friday Apr 3 I found Spring Sedge flowering in the Havant Eastern Road
cemetery and also heard a Goldcrest singing from one of the Yew trees there
before I walked further up New Lane to see if the Common Ramping
Fumitory was yet flowering at the Allotments where a big plant had been
scrambling up the external fence among a mass of coarse grass - sadly the grass
had caused the allotment holder to apply a strong dose of weed killer which had
taken out the Fumitory with the grass. A slight compensation for this was to find
Oxford Ragwort in full flower for the first time (single flowers have been seen
since Mar 18)
On Apr 4 a short cycle ride found Field Forget-me-not and Sticky Mouse-ear
in flower for the first time and gave me a close encounter with a male Blackcap
singing strongly from bare branches in the Hollybank Woods, but sadly my
bike suffered a puncture at this point causing me to turn home after changing the
punctured tube - luckily I was able to do this in the old Holly Lodge garden where
cultivated Cowslips were in flower and there was a great show of the lovely red
flowers of what I just call Japonica - but which is properly one of the many
hybrids of the Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles japonica) that are currently
at their best. Also enjoying the flowers and sunshine here were both Brimstone
and Peacock butterflies.
Back at home in the evening I was surprised to see a Magpie perched on a
small Bay Tree which I have trimmed into a decorative shrub shape just outside
our kitchen window - at first I couldn't think what it might be doing there but
quickly realised it must have found a small bird's nest in the bush and was
intent on pillaging its contents so I rushed out to intervene. After the Magpie had
flown off I poked about in the bush and soon found a Dunnock's nest, still
intact with no eggs in it. Hopefully they had not yet been laid so I did my best to
prevent further pillage by the Magpie by placing a strip of matting over the bush
and laying a couple of scaffolding poles against it to stop the mat from blowing
off. The Dunnock will have less light reaching her on the nest but can still
access it by her normal route (coming up the inside of the bush from the ground)
and writing this a couple of days later I am pleased to see that both Dunnocks
are still around.
On Apr 5 a male Blackcap came into my garden, showing his black and grey
plumage to great effect among brilliant white plum blossom. Outside the garden
in adjacent roads I found my first Cornsalad flowers and increased my count of
Rue-leaved Saxifrage flowers to 25 as well as finding a new plant of Green
Field Speedwell.
Today I was free to take two outings. In the morning I walked round Havant,
adding Hairy Tare and Cherry Laurel to my year as well as seeing the first
flower buds on both Ribwort Plantain and Bristly Ox-Tongue. After lunch I
cycled to Broadmarsh, finding single flowers on both Common Vetch and
Hoary Cress, but having much more pleasure in standing below a Field Maple

from which my first Willow Warbler was singing and giving me good views.
This was on the mound above the Budds Farm pools on which there had been a
temporary influx of around 30 Tufted Ducks. The usual suspects were on and
around the water but I could not see a single Gadwall until three ducks rose up
from somewhere out of my sight, climbing fast and heading north east - their
white wing patches showed they were Gadwall but I assumed they were
departing until they turned and came back over my head allowing me to see that
there were two males chasing a single female and changing my interpretation of
their intentions - I guess the male have thoughts of breeding here (if the female
survives their attentions).
Coming home along the South Moors shore I saw at least 4 (maybe 6) Meadow
Pipits and watched one parachuting down as it sang. Better than this I twice
heard to teetering whistle of a Whimbrel to bring my bird species year list count
to 103 (including the Willow Warbler). Also seen on the shore here were some
50 Black-tailed Godwits.
At the east end of Mill Lane the Snakes Head Fritillaries were at their best and
at Langstone Pond my estimate of the number of Egret nests increased to six
while on the flood in the field north of the pond one pair of Teal was still to be
seen along with a single Stock Dove.
SUMMARY FOR MAR 30 - APR 5 (WEEK 13 OF 2009)
First reports of summer migrants this week include Honey Buzzard, Stone
Curlew, Cuckoo (?), Common Redstart, Grasshopper Warbler, Sedge Warbler,
Reed Warbler, Subalpine Warbler, Common Whitethroat and Pied Flycatcher
A vagrant which may have been an Imperial Eagle over the Isle of Wight
directed my attention to some interesting comments on the status of the species
(some from HOS - the Hellenic Ornithological Society) and this led on to recently
expressed thoughts about the effect of wind turbines on birds (do they really
kill a million bird a year in Spain?).
Also maybe of interest are reports of Jays imitating cats in their spring song
and of the first Peregrine egg having been laid
This week has brought the first dragonfly of the year and two new butterflies
(Grizzled Skipper and Green Hairstreak) as well as news of moths,
caterpillars and hoverflies
A dozen new flowering plants range from Early Spider Orchid, Early Gentian
and Spring Sedge (which few will see) to the Garlic Mustard and Bracken
leaves which no one can avoid.
Other Wildlife also has some interest ranging from 'Who killed the Mole?' to
'Are uncontrolled dogs killing deer in the Hollybank Woods?' and if you
are not into guessing games then news of a Grass Snake hunting Great
Crested Newts long after dark will give you a fact to interest fellow drinkers
at your local (well maybe!)

BIRDS
Manx Shearwater: No more than four have been reported in any of the 7
sightings off the Dorset coast since the first was seen at Portland on Mar 21 but
in Devon more than 50 were seen off Prawle Point on Mar 29
Cormorant: The continental race (sinensis) of Cormorant is now said to be
commoner in Britain than our British race birds and it chooses to nest in trees
where our Bristish birds generally nest on cliffs. I was reminded of both points
when I read of a 'new' Cormorant nest site at Knepp Castle (Horsham area of
Sussex) where 11 birds were seen in trees on Mar 31 with at least one pair
having a nest.
Bittern: Single late winter birds were seen at Dungeness RSPB on Apr 3 and at
Rye Harbour on Apr 4
Cattle Egret: The small new colony which I think bred last year is again present
in Cornwall with at least 9 birds in the Hayle estuary area on the north coast
Little Egret: On Mar 30 I had the impression that three pairs had already
started nest building at Langstone pond and on Apr 2 my impression was of four
pairs at potential nests. There is also an intriguing report of one in breeding
plumage at the Warnham Mill Pond nature reserve at Horsham on Apr 2 while the
arrival of one at Portland on Apr 4 shows that some are still reaching us from the
continent
Great White Egret: The number in Holland seems to be decreasing (max count
of 4 at a Dutch site on Mar 31) while the arrival of one at Sandwich Bay coming
in off the sea on Apr 3 may show that others are also heading our way.
Purple Heron: The first mention of this species for the year to my knowledge
was of one at a Dutch site on Mar 13, then on Mar 29 one bird was seen in
Cornwall and two more were reported in Holland on Mar 31 so maybe more will
soon cross the channel.
Spoonbill: The bird which turned up at Farlington Marshes Deeps on Mar 25 had
moved to the main lake on Mar 29 but then I think returned to The Deeps where
it was still present on Apr 4. Seven were still together in Poole Harbour on Mar 29
when one appeared in the Cuckmere Valley. On Apr 4 two new birds arrived at
Rye Harbour.
Mute Swan: I was surprised to find a pair had settled down to nest in the 'Corn
Wharf' on the Brockhampton Stream when I was there on Mar 30. Several years
ago a pair also built a nest here but easy access to it along the far bank of the
stream resulted in the nest being destroyed by vandals - I hope the current nest
is more successful.
Whooper Swan: The single bird which is said to have been on the Test at
Romsey all winter but which has only just come to the notice of Hampshire
birders was being seen in the Saddlers Mill area on Mar 29 - this area can be

reached from the centre of Romsey by following a road called The Meads south
west from the Abbey or by the Test Way on the west bank of the river a short
distance north of the A27. This Romsey bird was still there on Apr 3 and by then
it seemed likely that it was injured (it has difficulty in walking and grazes from
the sitting down positon) and so may be forced to stay there.
Black Swan: On Apr 1 four were present at West Ashling pond (west of
Chichester) and were thought to be an established pair with a couple of their
offspring still with them.
White Front Goose: Large numbers are still moving north through Holland 1513 were counted on Mar 30 and 3144 on Mar 31
Brent Goose: Although most birders visiting the Solent Harbours will currently
get the impression that all the Brent have left there are still some migrants
passing through. On Mar 30 there were 64 at Keyhaven and some 40 in the
Broadmarsh area of Langstone Harbour. On Mar 31 there were 167 in the
Titchfield Haven area and 76 at Christchurch Harbour with more than 30 flying
east past Seaford in Sussex, but the only birds I could find in Langstone Harbour
that day were 11 near The Kench (two parties of 5 and 6 birds that may well be
intending to stay the summer). Latest reports of migrants are of 620 going east
in the Beachy Head area on Apr 4 when 185 were seen passing Selsey Bill and 11
flew east out of the Solent
Egyptian Goose: A pair had 8 Goslings at Petworth on Mar 15 and now a pair
has been seen with six tiny goslings at Eversley gravel pits on the Hants/Berks
border on Apr 2
Wigeon: 39 still present at Hook/Warsash on Apr 3
Gadwall: On Mar 30 just one pair was left at the Budds Farm pools and on Apr 3
a single departing bird paused on the sea off Sandy Point (Hayling)
Teal: Also on Mar 30 there were only 11 in the Langstone area though Mar 31
found 22 in Nutbourne Bay (east of Emsworth) and on Apr 2 the flood on the
Wade Court meadow at Langstone had 24 birds bathing in the fresh water before
continuing their journey.
Pintail: A group of 4 were seen on the Thorney Island Great Deeps on Apr 2
Garganey: These have been seen at seven sites in southern England this week
with up to three birds at one site (Titchfield Haven) and pairs at Longham Lakes
on the north fringe of Bournemouth and at the Dungeness RSPB reserve
Ring-necked Duck: The female was still in the Swineham area of Poole
Harbour on Apr 4 but on Mar 31 the male at Frithend in east Hampshire had
moved to the Frensham ponds in Surrey (and has not been reported since)
Scaup: One was still being seen at Titchfield Haven on Apr 3

Eider: 11 were on the sea off the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Apr 3 but I
guess these were passing birds hoping to find a crab in the shallow water of the
harbour mouth before continuing their journey
Long-tailed Duck: A passing bird was seen from Birling Gap on Beachy Head on
Apr 4 but the last reportof the pair at Mill Rythe on the east of Hayling Island was
on Apr 2. Regarding this last pair (which have been reported there since Jan 18) I
have been puzzled by the fact that many of the reports come from observers at
Black Point from which you cannot see into the bay on whose southern shore is
the Mill Rythe Holiday Camp. I have always thought of this bay as Mill Rythe and
never bothered to check with the OS map - having done so I see that Mill Rythe
is properly the name of the deep water channel branching west from
the Emsworth Channel and effectively ending where it reaches the
entrance to the 'bay' at the southern tip of the Gutner Point saltings. As
you can see this channel both from Black Point to the south and from the east
end of the southern shore of the 'bay' I now realise that there is no discrepancy
in the validity of sightings from both places.
Velvet Scoter: Two flew east past Selsey Bill on Mar 29 and one went past
Dungeness on Mar 30 - possibly the last of the winter.
Honey Buzzard: First report of one for this year came from the Isle of Wight
where one flew over Shalfleet on Apr 3
Red Kite: The area in which these are seen roaming the skies seems to be
extending further southward from the Chilterns - this week there were sightings
of three south of the A303 at Andover, near Fawley in the New Forest, and
another over the Hayling Oysterbeds on Apr 4
Hen Harrier: One was still being seen in the Sussex Ouse valley north of Lewes
up to Apr 4
Imperial Eagle??: An eagle was reported over Brighstone on the IoW on Apr 2
and there was another sighting in the Ventnor area on Apr 4 when it was
tentatively identified as an Imperial Eagle. Checking the status of the species on
the internet I first read dire reports of its greatly endangered status throughout
Europe in an article published by HOS (not the Hampshire but the Hellenic
Ornithological Society) but then read a piece in a UK publication called Science
Daily (http://www.sciencedaily.com/ ), written on Apr 1 2009 (hopefully not an
April Fool piece) saying .. "Imperial Eagle Numbers Have Increased Six-fold In
Spain. Despite being one of the most threatened species on the International
Union for Nature Conservation (IUCN)'s red list, the Spanish imperial eagle
(Aquila adalberti) is recovering in Spain. The species has undergone an increase
from 38 pairs in 1974 to 253 in 2008, data viewed as hopeful by the scientists
who carried out the demographic study on the Iberian Peninsula." It goes on to
say .. "Some of the most important reasons behind the failure of the Spanish
imperial eagle (Aquila adalberti) to increase its numbers have been premature
adult deaths resulting from electrocution on electricity lines and the consumption
of poisons used to control predators."

This is probably a good place to mention another report brought to the attention
of HOSLIST readers on Apr 4 by John Clark. The original can be seen at
http://www.iberica2000.org/documents/EOLICA/EN_ESPANOL/SEO_Directrices_E
olicos_2009.pdf but John has given us a summary of the main points which
include the suggestion that .. "Spanish wind farms may be killing up to
1,000,000 birds a year" and offers as evidence .. "Spain has over 670 wind
farms and 16,000 wind turbines. .. Bird mortality varies betwen 0.63 and 10 birds
per turbine per year in the US ( National Wind Coordinating Committee, 2004 )"
but the rate is as high as 64.26 at the El Perd wind farm in Spain. The paper goes
on to give some examples which include .. "(i) At the Altamont Pass wind farm,
California, the death of 30-40 golden eagles is registered yearly, i.e. 42%
of the deaths of golden eagles in the area ( Hunt, 2002 ). (ii) In the province of
Soria, Spain, 143 griffon vultures have been killed in one year at 15 wind
farms. This amounts to 0.31 vulture per turbine, or 226 vultures for the 732
wind turbines of the Province. ( my comment : for the 16,000 Spanish wind
turbines the total would be 4,960 vultures a year.)" John goes on to express his
disapproval of what he states to be the RSPB policy of encouraging the building
on wind farms ...
Osprey: 19 new reports this week include Barry Collins first sight of one at
Thorney Island on Mar 31 (another sighting of one over the Pilsey area was made
on Apr 4 from Black Point on Hayling) and the sighting of one flying north east
over the Hayling Oysterbeds on Mar 30
Peregrine: The first egg was laid in the nest box on the Sussex Heights tower
block in Brighton on Apr 2 and during the week there was a short piece on the TV
News showing the birds at Chichester cathedral and the setting up of the
webcam there for this year's viewing.
Grey Partridge: On Apr 2 two were seen in the Eames Farm field on the north
side of the Thorney Great Deeps seen from the west seawall.
Stone Curlew: One party of birders who set out to look for this species at a well
known Hampshire site last week end were disappointed but they might do better
next weekend as there has been one reported sighting from the Thanet area of
Kent on Mar 30 and another landed at Dungeness on Apr 3.
Golden Plover: Five reports of birds still heading north this week include a flock
of 210 on Gander Down east of Winchester on Apr 3
Purple Sandpiper: 11 seen at Southsea Castle on Mar 29 with 12 at Brighton
Marina on Mar 30 but the only April report so far is of 2 in the Folkestone area on
Apr 2 (last year the last two were seen at Southsea on May 19)
Black-tailed Godwit: Brian Fellows was pleased to find 380 of these in the
Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Mar 31 - as there have been few seen in
Langstone or Chichester Harbours recently this large number was unexpected but
may reflect a coastal movement (on Mar 28 there was another unexpected large
count of 417 at the Keyhaven Marshes). On Mar 29 Steve Copsey photographed

one of 44 birds in the Hook/Warsash area and asked for any expert to comment
on his vew that that bird was one of the Icelandic subspecies - so far as I know
no one has done so but my un-educated view is that the great majority of the
birds wintering in Hampshire (if not all of them) are of the Icelandic subspecies
and I see this opinion is supported by Birds of Hampshire. It is also I think well
supported by the ringing of birds at their nests in Iceland and then finding them
back at Hampshire sites after the breeding season.
Whimbrel: More evidence of early passage birds comes from Kent (where a
party of 6 flew in off the sea in the Thanet area on Mar 27). This week one flew
west along the north Kent coast on Mar 29, calling as it went, and on that same
day two had turned up at the Cuckmere Valley near Beachy Head. There was also
one at a Dutch site on Mar 28. Latest reports include one heading north up the
Avon valley over the Blashford Lakes on Mar 30, then sightings in Poole Harbour
on Apr 2 and 4 when one flew past Selsey Bill (going west so maybe not a
migrant)
Common Sandpiper: John Clark saw one at the Eversley gravel pits
(Hants/Berks border) on Apr 4 - he does not suggest it was a migrant but these
will soon be arriving.
Arctic Skua: Spring passage seems to have started on Apr 4 with three reports
from the Sussex coast (including 10 past Birling Gap on Beachy Head)
Med Gull: The gravel pit lakes at Badminston Common near Fawley recorded a
peak count of 554 Med Gulls present on Apr 1 - this is not a breeding site and
is thought to be attractive as a source of fresh water for bathing to birds in
Southampton Water (peak counts at the pits seem to co-incide with the times of
high water on the sea)
Lesser Black-back Gull: Large numbers of Scandinavian birds are now
returning to their breeding sites - major passage probably started on Mar 29
when one Dutch site reported 1181 birds passing, then on Apr 2 1088 went over
one Dutch site and 1286 over another
Iceland Gull: The Dungeness bird was still there on Apr 3 and a couple of other
transient birds have been reported with one seen flying out of Chichester Harbour
on Mar 31 and another flying east past Worthing onApr 3
Kittiwake: One Mar 31 these were said to be present 'in abundance' at the
nesting cliff in the Seaford area of Sussex where some had been reported on Mar
29
Sandwich Tern: I have not yet heard of any in Langstone Harbour but on Mar
30 one was seen fishing in the harbour entrance near the Hayling ferry.
Common Tern: The first report of one going east past Selsey Bill was on Mar 22
with 6 passing Cap Gris-Nez on Mar 24 and one being seen in Holland on Mar 31.
April 3 brought sightings of two at Dungeness and on Apr 4 one landed on one of

the scrape islands at Titchfield Haven and three 'Commic Terns' were seen at
Seaford.
Cuckoo: The first is reported as being heard at Folkestone on Mar 31 (nothing
since!) and the Great Spotted Cuckoo which arrived in Cornwall on Mar 22 was
still being seen near St Just on Apr 2
Short-eared Owl: These are still moving north - 3 arrived at Portland on Apr 3
and 2 were hunting over the Barton-on-sea golf course on Apr 4
Common Swift: None in England but it is encouraging to see a first report of
them on the Trektellen website - on Mar 30 a site in southern Spain reported 575
Swifts passing over.
Swallow: Quite a few of these are now in southern England - on Mar 29
Portland reported more than 200 arriving and on Mar 31 one was back at the
stables where it will nest in Sussex
House Martin: No large numbers but by Mar 31there had been 16 reports
potentially referring to 27 birds including one at Ivy Lake in Chichester and one in
Romsey, both on Mar 29
Tree Pipit: On Apr 3 one was seen at Sandy Point on Hayling
Meadow Pipit: One was singing at the Langstone South Moors on Mar 30
Yellow Wagtail: A very early bird was in the Cuckmere Valley on Mar 14, then
one turned up at Portland on Mar 17 and on Mar 29 one was seen at Reculver on
the north Kent coast (with two there on Mar 31). I have now seen nine reports of
sightings in southern England with a count of 6 together at Reculver on the north
Kent coast on Apr 4 (an overshooting European race Blue-headed Wagtail was
with them)
Waxwing: I thought we had heard the last of these for this winter on Mar 7 but
maybe we are now seeing a few stragglers coming north after wintering on the
continent. There was a party of 8 at Titchfield Common on Mar 25, then Mar 31
brought two reports (5 birds back at Goring rail station near Worthing and a
single bird in the Thanet area of Kent)
Common Redstart: First of the year was at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Mar 30,
then on Apr 2 one reached Durlston and on Apr 3 they were seen at six sites
including Sandy Point on Hayling and Denny Wood in the New Forest. Apr 4
brought them to 8 sites including the Botley Woods north of Fareham and
Farlington Marshes with 3 at Sandy Point on Hayling.
Ring Ouzel: Although one or two arrived in the second half of March more birds
have been seen in the first four days of April than were seen in March but so far
none have reached Hampshire

Grasshopper Warbler: One was heard in Devon on Mar 29 and another was at
Selsey Bill on Apr 4 (heard reeling in the Bill House garden right behind the beach
on which the seawatchers assemble)
Sedge Warbler: The first was at Dungeness on Mar 30 and by Apr 4 they had
been recorded at six sites including Fishlake Meadows at Romsey and the
Testwood Lakes near Southampton
Reed Warbler: Only one report so far - a bird singing at the Testwood Lakes on
Apr 2
Subalpine Warbler: A singing male was at Porthgwarra in Cornwall on Apr 2
Common Whitethroat: Two reports of single birds on Apr 4, one at Birling Gap
(Beachy Head) and the other at Christchurch Harbour.
Blackcap: One of the first migrants to arrive was at Sandy Point on Hayling on
Mar 19. By now they are everywhere - locally Brook Meadow at Emsworth had its
first on Apr 2 and there were at least six in the Emsworth Hollybank Woods on
Apr 4 while a silent male was in my Havant garden on Apr 5 showing its grey
plumage and glossy black cap to advantage among brilliant white plum blossom.
Willow Warbler: Portland had a fall of 200 on Apr 3 and Christchurch Harbour
had 360 on that same morning. They must have come in on a broad front on the
previous night as Martin Hampton heard one singing behind the Waitrose store in
Havant early that morning before catching the train to Portsmouth where he
heard another. Among many other places to record them on Apr 3 Sandy Point
on Hayling had 4 and the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood had 7.
Pied Flycatcher: First and so far only arrival was a male at Christchurch
Harbour on Apr 4
Willow Tit: An anonymous report of one in the Fishlake Meadows at Romsey on
Mar 31
Jay: As with other members of the Crow family Jays can make a range of sounds
and sometimes imitate other birds but the 'meeow' calls heard at Titchfield
Haven on Apr 1 were thought to be neither an April Fool report nor the imitation
of a cat but part of the normal spring song of the Jay species (I have heard
reports of this in previous years)
Rook: On Mar 31 Brian Fellows found a large rookery which I was not previously
aware of - he counted 266 nests in trees lining the road to Chichester
immediately east of East Ashling village, and returning to this site on Apr 1 he
increased his count to 287
Carrion Crow: Flocks of 100 or more are not uncommon at coastal sites but on
Apr 3 I see that John Clark had flock of more than 150 at the Sandhurst sewage
works on the Hants/Berks border.

Linnet: It may be that more of these are now returning to southern England
after wintering on the continent - on Apr 2 Christchurch Harbour logged 106
passing through with another 135 there next day
Redpoll. A relatively very large and pale coloured bird which has been seen for
some time on feeders at the Blashford Lakes reserve is now thought to be of a
Greenland based 'rostrata' subspecies which was previously considered as
never seen in Hampshire. Further disproof of this assumption comes from
Romsey were several more birds which seem to be of the same race have been
trapped.
Bullfinch: Further indications of these being semi-migratory come from the
arrival of 12 at Durlston on Mar 22 and of single birds at Portland on the last few
days
INSECTS
Dragonflies:
Large Red Damselfly: First of the year seen on Apr 2 at Peter Pond in
the area of Farlington Marshes north of the A27
Butterflies
Grizzled Skipper: First for the year at Mill Hill (Shoreham) on Mar 30 with
another at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester on Apr 4
Green Hairstreak: First seen at Magdalen Hill Down on Apr 4
Moths
Pale Flat-body (0700 Agonopterix pallorella): First of year seen at
Mill Hill (Shoreham) on Apr 4
Emperor Moth (1643 Saturnia pavonia): A male was seen flying in the
Thanet area of Kent on Mar 30 to be first for the year (males fly by day
seeking the females which skulk under cover but presumably attract the
males with pheremones)
Double-striped Pug (1862 Gymnoscelis rufifasciata): The first of
these was also in the Thanet area, trapped on Mar 30
Lead-coloured Drab (2185 Orthosia populeti): First of year seen on
Mar 29 at Stoke village on Hayling Island
Dotted Chestnut (2260 Conistra rubiginea): First seen in the Lindfield
area of Haywards Heath on Mar 25
Caterpillars
Red Admiral: Many of this years first caterpillars were already in their
'tents' on nettles at Rookley (Isle of Wight) on Mar 28

Scarlet Tiger moth: Caterpillars seen on Forget-me-not plants in the
St Cross area of Winchester (by the River Itchen) on Mar 30
Garden Tiger moth: First 'woolly bear' caterpillars seen in the
Newhaven area on Mar 30
Other Insects
Bee Flies: One of the common Bee Flies was in my Havant garden on
Mar 30 and as many as 12 were seen on Chalton Down (north of Rowlands
Castle) on Apr 2, Dotted Bee Flies were out in the Rye Bay area on Mar
31
Hover Flies: The Marmelade hoverfly (Episyrphus balteatus) was
active in Havant on Apr 1. On Apr 5 I saw another medium sized hoverfly in
my garden which I thought might be Myathropa florea but on checking
I found that this species is not normally out until May and that it not only
has the yellow abdomen with lateral black stripes across it (and one short
longitudinal black stripe connecting the front two lateral ones) but it also
has a distinctive 'Batman logo' on its thorax so the fly I saw was almost
certainly Syrphus ribesii which comes out in April, is very common, and
has a plain black thorax.
PLANTS
Bracken: First fronds (still unfurled) had pushed up on Hayling Island on Apr 2
Bulbous Buttercup: Although this had been found flowering in the Portsmouth
area on Mar 18 my first find of a clump in full flower at Havant on Apr 1 was a
real sign of spring
Eastern Rocket: A few plants were flowering on Mar 31 close to the ice-cream
kiosk at the entrance to the Langstone Harbour entrance carpark on Hayling
Garlic Mustard: Another real sign of spring was a cluster of these plants in
flower on Apr 1 alongside the main road into Havant from the A27
Sticky Mouse-ear: First flowers open in Havant on Apr 4
Sea Mouse-ear: Plenty of this flowering on Sinah Common (south Hayling) on
Mar 31
Spring Beauty: A surprise find under the Tamarisks alongside the Langstone
Harbour entrance near Gunner Point on Mar 31 - millions of plants present in leaf
but just one small clump had come into early flowering
Herb Robert: My first sight of the flowers of this plant for the year came in St
Faith's churchyard in central Havant on Apr 1
Early Gentian: This had started to flower at Durlston on Apr 1 (and so may be
expected at Noar Hill)

Bugle: Reported flowering in Havant Thicket on Apr 2
Field Forget-me-not: Plants in flower in the Denvilles area of Havant on Apr 4
(distinctly smaller than the escaped version of the garden cultivar of Wood
Forget-me-not which has been out everywhere for some time)
Early Forget-me-not: A good show of these in the short grass of the
roundabout east of the Ferry Inn on south Hayling on Mar 31 though you have to
be on the grass and look down carefully before you can spot these tiny flowers
Spring Starflower: I had seen these flowering in gardens for a week or more
before I found the established south Hayling colony of garden escapes flowering
on Sinah Common (across the road from the south end of Staunton Avenue) on
Mar 31
Early Spider Orchid: The first flowers had appeared at Durlston on Apr 1
Spring Sedge: Last year I discovered this on one grave in the Havant Eastern
Road cemetery and it was flowering there agan on Apr 3 (the name on the
tombstone is Shepheard making me wonder if he was a shepherd and had
downland turf placed on his grave!)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: Among others appreciating the improvement in the weather on Mar 30 was
a Fox seen sunbathing in the Wade Court south meadow within yards of a few
late Teal also dozing around the flooded area.
Fallow Deer: When Brian Fellows visited the Longcopse Hill area of the
Hollybank Woods (north of Emsworth) on Apr 4 he saw 10 Fallow Deer in or
near the thick birch scrub which has grown up in an area that was cleared of
mature trees some years ago. This has become a haven for the deer and some
may even use it to give birth to their fawns in June. I have noticed that the paths
used by the deer to squeeze between the birches (which were almost
impenetrable to humans) now seem broader - maybe just because there are no
leaves on the trees but maybe because people have started to use them. Brian
also commented that the paths leading to the 'orchid area' seem to be inceasingly
used by people and dogs and that on this visit he saw a group of dogs running
wild, one of them with what might have been part of a deer's leg in its
mouth. Just one more example of the ever increasing pressure from humans on
the wildlife around them ...
Mole: A freshly dead mole was found in Brook Meadow on Apr 2 but no cause
of death was given - maybe natural causes (old age) but maybe it had been killed
by a Fox or Cat and then left as unedible? or maybe it had been poisoned? In dry
hot summers when the worms go deep and the uppper levels in which Moles dig
their tunnels become baked hard it is not uncommon to find dead Moles in a
dessicated condition but apparently this one looked to be in good condition.

Water Vole: One was seen at Brook Meadow this week to come face to face
with a Moorhen - both decided that caution was the best policy and retreated!
Hare: Two reports this week - one of several seen in the Martin Down area but
of much more interest to me was a sighting of 3 Hares in the field south of
the Little Deeps on Thorney Island where it is years since I used to see them
regularly in the Eames Farm field north of the Great Deeps
Frog: On Mar 28 the Havant Wildlife Group watched Tadpoles emerging from
spawn at Creech Woods south of Denmead
Great Crested Newts and Grass Snake: Another interesting item on the Rye
Bay website - after dark on the evening of Apr 3 Brian Banks visited the pools in
pits at Lade (between Rye and Dungeness) using a torch to check on the Great
Crested Newt population. He found 115 of the Newts but also had the
surprising sight of an active Grass Snake in the water and hunting the
same Newts - the snake must have a good system of 'batteries' to store the
energy derived from sunlight during the day in order to have the energy to catch
its prey in cool water long after sunset.
Common Lizard: Several of these were seen in Havant Thicket on Apr 2 by
Ashley Whitlock when he was there in search of butterflies
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 30 - APR 5 (WEEK 13 OF 2009)
Thu 2 Apr
My first Speckled Wood butterfly on north Hayling
This afternoon's outing was a cycle ride around north Hayling during which I saw
several butterflies including my first Speckled Wood at Daw Lane. Before
getting there I had seen male Brimstone and Small White in my garden, and
at the end of my ride I had two Peacocks and two Commas at North Common
while the Rape field south of Daw Lane had at least three Small Whites
attracted to the Rape plants on which the females could well lay their eggs.
My ride started out via Langstone Pond where there were a couple of dozen
Teal in the flood water of the field north of the pond, and behind the pond I
reckoned that four pairs of Egrets in the trees at low tide were claiming nest
sites if not yet actually building nests. The Swan was firmly on her nest in the
reeds but there was very little on or around the harbour water - just one group of
six Brent and a couple of Shelduck plus gulls.
At the Oysterbeds a group of 15 Redshank were in one of the northern pools
and some 50 Turnstone were roosting at the foot of the nest island in the
lagoon (as the tide was still out I guess their immobile state was a preparatory
rest before a long overnight journey). The nest island was crowded with a
deafening crowd of Black-headed Gulls with very few pairs of Med Gulls (of
which there were plenty calling from the air above). I only saw one other species

on the island - a couple of Oystercatchers which caught my eye when they
appeared to be fighting and fell into the water, still struggling, while doing so when they separated one flew off and the other climbed back onto the island
'shaking its tail' which suggested that the apparent struggle was in fact an
attempt at mating.
Leaving the Oysterbeds area I watched a Buzzard fly north just above the
treetops of Stoke Common (reminding me that Noel Pycroft, who lives at the
north end of the Stoke Common trees, recently told me that he often saw them
from his windows and had seen up to five together - likely to be a pair that had
nested nearby last year and still had three young with them).
In the carpark behind the Esso Garage the Goat's Rue plants had started to
grow and a late cluster of Coltsfoot was in flower. Riding south to the shore
copse I found a great display of Primroses now flowering and the first stalks
of Bracken already above ground but their leaves not yet unfurled. Just south of
the trees the Coastal Path was lined with flowering Dog Violets and in the
hedge separating the large arable fields east of the path from the meadows north
of them I am pretty sure I saw one Red-leg Partridge half hidden in the shade
of the hedge bottom.
Reaching Daw Lane I found the usual magnificent spring flower show - masses of
Celandine, Primroses and Common Dog Violets but also Germander
Speedwell, Greater Stitchwort and Cow Parsley with the mass of
Intermediate Periwinkle on the north bank at the east end. The field to the
south was high with Rape Plants coming into flower, with a little Charlock
still to be found at the edge. Among the Rape the Small White butterflies
were flying and from the sky above came the song of a single Skylark. The
Speckled Wood was the icing on the cake, just seen as I started to cycle off.
Nothing much of note until I reached North Common where the entrance was
defended by two Peacock and two Comma butterflies. On the saltings south
of the marina pool a pair of Swans were at least going through the
motions of nest building, standing side by side picking up small bits of debris
and moving them back to where the supposed nest would surround their bodies.
At the east end of the open space there was a magnificent carpet of Ground Ivy
flowers on the lower ground where you come off the seawall and in the big
Italian Poplars forming the eastern boundary of the area the large owl
nesting box that I was told about on my last visit could be seen (it may soon be
hidden as the tree leaves come out). After leaving North Common I saw that the
large open field south of Bridge Farm was in the course of being ploughed and
had attracted a good crowd of gulls though I did not stop to check them.
Wed 1 Apr
Warm sun brings the butterflies out
This morning I cycled to Emsworth and Thorney Island, seeing at least six
Peacock butterflies, one male Brimstone and one presumed Small White en
route (and missing a Comma seen by others at Brook Meadow). Walking round

Havant in the afternoon I saw a couple more Peacocks and one presumed
Green-veined White. Neither of the whites today paused to give me a close
view but the one in the morning seemed to be a very pure, unmarked white
colour and have a strong flight suggesting male Small White while the one in
the afternoon had a more fluttery flight and a richer greeny-yellow colour
suggesting Green-veined though I have only seen two previous reports of
Green-veined while I have recorded 28 reports of Small White - possibly this
imbalance in numbers has something to do with 'small white' being used as a
generic term for small white butterflies without too much concern for accuracy?
Plants seen this afternoon included another Lords and Ladies with its spathe
open to expose the spadix and three personal firsts for the year - Bulbous
Buttercup, Herb Robert and Garlic Mustard - while a single plant of
Common Dog Violet has just appeared in my garden.
Tue 31 Mar
A circuit of Hayling Golf Course
This afternoon I thought I would add a couple more flowering plants to my year
list before the month ended so I drove to south Hayling with my bike in the back
of the car and then cycled around the Golf Course adding five new flowering
plant species to bring the total of the overall list to 145 since the New Year.
Everywhere in the Sinah area the scent of flowering Gorse was almost
overpowering but I did not add any species until I reached the Ferry Inn area
where there was a lot of Early Forget-me-not in the short grass of the
roundabout centre. After looking at this I was surprised and pleased to find that
the road into the public carpark alongside the harbour entrance channel has been
surfaced with road tarmac, getting rid of the bumps and potholes that we are
used to.
Next flower was Eastern Rocket - half a dozen flowering plants clustered round
a rock at the southern end of the kiosk by the carpark entrance - and the next
two came in the 'sand dune' area before reaching Gunner Point - one was Sea
Mouse-ear, the other an unexpectedly early small patch of Spring Beauty
under the Tamarisks. My fifth new plant was the Spring Starflower (no doubt
originally of garden origin) which has become established on the common
immediately south of Staunton Avenue.
Four other species were found not yet in flower - one was the omnipresent Sand
Sedge, the second was the equally widespread Sea Kale in leaf, and the others
were the leaves of the less common Spring Vetch and Shepherd's Cress. I
was expecting to see the basal leaves of Green-winged Orchids but could not
spot any in a quick scan of the area where they are usually most abundant.
There was very little in the way of birds - just two groups of 5 and 6 Brent
near the Kench and one Ringed Plover on the shingle near Gunner Point almost certainly intending to nest there by its anxious calls when I neared it
My only other note for today is the finding of four more flowering plants of Rueleaved Saxifrage in the Havant Pallant area.
Mon 30 Mar
My first Swallow and Bee Fly

Glorious warm sunshine and a light breeze took me to Budds Farm in search of
my first Swallow which I did see, not over the pools but later with the single
bird heading east over the South Moors. Plenty of other good things today but
the second star came in the late afternoon in my garden - a Bee Fly giving me a
good view of its rounded furry bottom and its long Narwhal-like probiscis. Other
good ticks were my first Meadow Pipit song at the South Moors and a new
Swan nest with a pair settling down in the 'Corn Wharf' area of the
Brockhampton stream (the section between the two bridges). Swans did nest
here several years ago but the nest was destroyed by vicious human vandals - I
hope this pair have better luck.
A less welcome find was a Canada Goose nest at the Budds Farm pools - the
bird was sitting in the usual place on the edge of the south westmost island
which seems entirely covered with brambles but the goose had just managed to
squeeze a nest area. At the pools a Robin was singing and seemed to be
including phrases imitating a Cetti's Warbler. On the water at least one of
the Little Grebes was in breeding plumage and just one pair of Gadwall
was present with half a dozen pairs of Tufted Duck plus the resident Swan and
Shelduck pairs.
On the shore I could see around 40 Brent in the Broadmarsh area and another 4
at the mouth of the Langbrook. There were a few Redshank and
Oystercatcher here along with the odd Curlew but there was a noticeable
increase in the number of Egrets with at least 8 on the South Moors shore.
On the Langstone village side there were about 30 Black-tailed Godwit and I
counted 11 Teal on the flood in the pony field south of Wade Court (with a
handsome Red Fox sunbathing a few yards away from them). The tide was far
out when I passed Langstone Pond so I thought that the presence of three
pairs of Egret in the trees was significant.
House Sparrows are probably now nesting and thus less obvious now that their
chattering roosts in thick shrubs have vanished - I was reminded of this when I
saw one at what I guess was an unexpected nest site in the mass of metal which
makes up the electricity sub-station between the Brockhampton Stream and
Harts Farm Way near the 'Amenity site' for our rubbish. The bird was probably
benefitting from the absence of human disturbance resulting from the high
voltages that would kill humans.
SUMMARY FOR MAR 23 - 29 (WEEK 12 OF 2009)
A Black-throated Diver was an unusual sight in Nutbourne Bay this week and a
Spoonbill was a nice find at Farlington Marshes.
Equally exciting to someone who had not yet seen one this year was a Little
Owl at Warblington
At Langstone the Egret roost numbers are building up - more than 53 seen
this week.

The majority of Brent have now left (but stragglers will continue to pass for
much of April.
Displaying Buzzards that do not respond to normal bird scarers are a
threat to aircraft at Gatwick.
Osprey are now very much with us and at least one pair is repairing their nest.
The week brought an unconfirmed report of the first Hobby to reach Britain
and migrant Whimbrel have been seen in Kent while the first Common Tern
have passed Selsey Bill while a late flock of Waxwings has been seen west of
Fareham.
Oddities include a Great Spotted Cuckoo and a Hoopoe in the Scilly Isles and
a Snowy Owl in Cornwall (plus 47 Flamingos in southern Spain). In
Cornwall 184 Puffins have been seen.
A warning to those who spend lots of money on buying bird seed is that a Rook
in Sussex has learnt to fly up to a feed, bash it with its bill until the
seed spills out, and then to gobble it off the ground.
Eleven butterfly species have been on the wing including the first Large
Tortoiseshell of the year.
The first Silver Y migrant moth has reached Portland and a Small Fan-foot
which normally emerges in June has already been trapped at Rye Harbour.
Perhaps of more general interest is the first Queen Wasp of the year seen in a
Portsdown garden.
Among the week's new flowers are Greater Stitchwort, Hedge Mustard,
Wood Sorrel and Rue-leaved Saxifrage. Newly flowering trees are Norway
Maple, Silver Birch and Hornbeam with the yellow flowers of Broom also
seen. A personal first which has probably been flowering some time unidentified
by me until now is Green Field Speedwell.
Nothing much in the Other Wildlife category but a pod of Bottle-nosed
Dolphins off Durlston had built up to more than 10 during the week
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: Few now left on the English coast but Cap Gris-Nez saw
57 go past on Mar 24
Black-throated Diver: Cap Gris-Nez had 3 on Mar 22 and 2 on Mar 24, and
there were only two English reports but one of these was of a bird preening
in sunshine on Mar 28 only 100 metres off the Nutbourne Bay seawall
east of Emsworth (the other report was of one in Christchurch Harbour on Mar
23)
Great Northern Diver: 3 were still on the sea off Selsey Bill on Mar 28 - the
only other report was of one in Weymouth Bay on Mar 28)

Red-necked Grebe: One was off the Bembridge Foreland (IoW) on Mar 28
Slavonian Grebe: The only sighting this week was of one at the Dungeness
RSPB reserve on Mar 24
Black-necked Grebe: Dungeness RSPB had one on Mar 21 but nothing
reported this week other than 2 off the Devon coast.
Manx Shearwater: Portland saw three on Mar 3 then had two on both Mar 27
and 28
Gannet: Cap Gris-Nez had an impressive count of 7745 Gannets passing there
on Mar 24
Bittern: The only new report is of one still present at the RSPB Dungeness
reserve on Mar 21
Squacco Heron: One seen on the south coast of Spain in Mar 24
Cattle Egret: One was in Poole Harbour on Mar 25, 25 and 27 but there were 9
at the Hayle estuary in Cornwall on Mar 28 and one in the Scillies on Mar 22
Little Egret: There were no more than 27 Egrets roosting at Rye Harbour during
Jan and Feb but the number there rose to 38 on Mar 6 and 43 on Mar 24 as birds
returned from wintering to summer quarters and this expected spring increase
has no doubt been continuing at other coastal sites in southern England. To
check out the local population using the Langstone roost I paid a short visit
(less than 40 mins) there on the evening of Mar 25 expecting to find around 20
birds but actually counting 53 (if I had stayed longer I am sure I would have
seen more (certainly 60 and maybe 75). While there I noted some birds were in
full spring plumage and that there was more aggression than usual with some
birds flying some distance from where they were happiy perched to land beside
and drive off other birds which the aggressor found to be 'not welcome here'. On
Mar 28 there were 10 on the Keyhaven Marshes at Lymington
White Stork: Mar 23 brought a report of 12 passing over one Dutch site
Spoonbill: One has been at the Farlington Marshes Deeps from Mar 25 to 28 at
least. Another appeared at Cuckmere Haven (near Beachy Head) on Mar 28 and
one was still being reported at Lodmoor (Weymouth) up to Mar 26
Flamingo: Of general interest only I noted this species got its first mention for
the year (as far as I know) on the Trektellen website on Mar 24 with a report of
47 passing the Punta de Calaburras on the southern coast of Spain
Whooper Swan: One has just been spotted near the R Test at Fishlake
Meadows on the northern edge of Romsey - it said to have been there all winter
and was still there on Mar 29
Brent Goose: On Mar 23 a total of 745 were counted passing Dungeness and on
Mar 24 Cap Gris-Nez reported 564 passing there. Locally 277 were on the

Titchfield Haven shore on Mar 24 and on that day there were over 150 on the
north coast of the IoW. On Mar 28 I walked from Emsworth to Langstone without
seeing a single Brent but more than 90 were on the north shore of the Isle of
Wight and 155 in Southampton Water
Pale-bellied Brent: One was still at Weymouth on Mar 27 and on Mar 28 one
turned up unexpectedly at the Bembridge Foreland (IoW)
Brant: Only one report this week - one at Hill Head off Titchfield Haven on Mar
23
Shelduck: On Mar 28 there were 32 on the Warblington shore, another 22 at
Newtown Harbour (IoW) and 40 at Christchurch Harbour
Wigeon: None seen in the Langstone- Emsworth area this week but there were
40 at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool (Pagham Harbour) on Mar 26 and an unexpected
influx of 48 at The Vyne (west of Basingstoke) on Mar 23
Teal: These too had vanished from the Langstone area on Mar 28
Mallard: I have no doubt that these have already started nesting in many places
but on Mar 22 I saw a definite report of several on nests at Paxton Pits by
the Bedfordshire Ouse
Garganey: A drake has been on Alresford Pond near the source of the River
Itchen from Mar 21 to 28 at least. I have not seen news of the male at Titchfield
Haven since Mar 22 but the one in the Breech Pool north of Pagham Harbour was
still present on Mar 23 and the one at Pulbrough Brooks on Mar 24
Ring-necked Duck: The Poole Harbour bird was still there on Mar 27 and the
Frithend bird in East Hampshire was seen on Mar 25
Scaup: One was still at Titchfield Haven on Mar 27 with another in Poole
Harbour that day
Smew: Last report of these on the south coast was from the Dungeness RSPB
site on Mar 13 but four were still present on the Paxton Pits in Bedfordshire on
Mar 20 with one there on Mar 23
Hen Harrier: These are still passing north with sightings at Christchurch on Mar
26, Gander Down (east of Winchester) on Mar 27 and two different birds over
nearby Alresford Pond on Mar 28
Sparrowhawk: A male was making its spring display flight over Havant town
(seen from my front door) on Mar 28
Buzzard: These can be seen everywhere along the south coast nowadays but it
may be of interest to know that a total of 116 was recorded from 26 different
sites in the New Forest during the Shrike survey on Mar 21 and 22. A worrying
report for air passengers came from Gatwick airport on Mar 24 telling of three
birds making their display flights over the end of the airport runway undeterred

by flares, loud bangs and bird distress calls aimed at them by the airport bird
scaring team.
Osprey: I owe an apology to Jeff Goodridge for suggesting that the very early
sighting of one over Southsea on Mar 15 might have been a case of mistaken
identity - Jeff wrote that .. "an Osprey was seen circling high over
Southsea" .. and I took this 'third party' form to mean that he had heard of a
sighting by someone else who might not be an experienced observer but
subsequently Jeff told us that he saw the bird himself so this early and isolated
sighting was genuine. Since then there have been sightings on Mar 20 (one over
the Exe estuary in Devon), on Mar 23 (two back at Rutland Water and repairing
their nest), on Mar 25 (two over East Grinstead near Crawley), on Mar 27 (one
over the R Itchen near Eastleigh and another over the north west New Forest),
and on Mar 28 (one fishing in the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood, another over
Alresford Pond east of Winchester and a third near the Exe estuary in Devon)
Hobby: The Dorset Birding Club website reported one at Portland on Mar 27 but
this exciting early arrival was never mentioned on the Portland website so I am
not sure how much confidence we should put in it - no other reports so far.
Hobbies normally start to arrive in mid April but I see that the earliest ever in
Hampshire was 16 Mar 2002 and the earliest in Sussex was Mar 21 (year not
given)
Peregrine: On Mar 28 I found evidence, in the form of a headless Wood
Pigeon on the ground with fresh blood showing in the gaping cavity which had
been its breast, that a Peregrine had made a kill over Warblington cemetery,
and on Mar 29 a Peregrine at Durlston was seen to catch a Magpie and carry
the still struggling bird back to the cliffs. Also of interest it has been pointed
out that last year's young Peregrines may well still retain the brown
plumage of a youngster at this time of year.
Coot: There is always something good to report about any species, even Coots
and Canada Geese, so after seeing them fighting each other and building rather
unsightly nests in public view it is good to read that Brian Fellows has seen a
pair delicately exchanging morsels of food from beak to loving beak at
Emsworth on Mar 23
Black-winged Stilt: Not in Britain! On Mar 24 one was seen, along with a
Squacco Heron and the 47 Flamingos, in southern Spain.
Golden Plover: On Mar 27 there were still 150 to be seen at Rye Harbour and
on Mar 28 around 70 were on Gander Down near Winchester
Lapwing: I have already reported 8 back on breeding territory south of Havant
Thicket as early as Feb 25 and on Mar 24 I saw six there without making a
careful check for any more.
Jack Snipe: One has been showing well alongside Common Snipe just outside
one of the Titchfield Haven hides this week and was still there on Mar 28

Black-tailed Godwit: The last report from Pulborough Brooks was of just 6
there on Mar 24 but Titchfied Haven had 105 on Mar 25 and there were 417 in
the Keyhaven area on Mar 28
Whimbrel: Although several winter birds remain at various sites it looks as if the
passage birds have started to arrive. On Mar 27 a group of six were seen to
fly in off the sea in theThanet area of Kent and on Mar 28 a single bird was
recorded passing a Dutch coastal site
Spotted Redshank: The photogenic bird at Nore Barn west of Emsworth has
not been seen since Mar 18 and is now presumed to have left us though others
have been reported since then in Poole Harbour on Mar 28, at Lymington
Marshes on Mar 28, and at Christchurch Harbour on Mar 24
Pomarine Skua: The occasional winter bird is still to be seen in January of most
years but their spring passage does not normally start until mid-April so I am not
sure if an isolated sighting of one in the western isles of Scotland on Mar 22 was
just an oddity or an indicator of early passage.
Med Gull: The number at Rye Harbour was up to 156 on Mar 22 but had
increased to 170 on Mar 23. At Badminston Common in the south east of the
New Forest, not far from the mouth of the Beaulieu River, more than 250 were
counted on Mar 22 and more than 514 were there on Mar 28 (close to the county
record count of 528+ in Langstone Harbour in May 2006)
Little Gull: These started moving along the continental coast at the beginning of
March and on Mar 11 one Dutch site reported 639 heading south and west. This
week that passage moved up a gear with a count of 1744 passing Cap Gris-Nez.
Locally one was over Ivy Lake at Chichester on Mar 25 and 26 while one was still
at the Blashford lakes on Mar 27
Lesser Blackback Gull: The only significant count of spring passage birds that I
have seen prior to this week was of 38 at Sandwich Bay on Mar 4 but a count of
1181 recorded at a Dutch site on Mar 28 shows that they are now moving in
serious numbers.
Iceland Gull: On Mar 23 singles could still be seen at Dungeness, Weymouth
and Badminston Common in the New Forest (close to Southampton Water). Since
then the only report I have seen is of one at Newlyn in Cornwall on Mar 27 with
one Glaucous Gull also in Cornwall at Sennen on Mar 28
Sandwich Tern: On Mar 23 the number at Rye Harbour jumped from around 70
to 220 and on Mar 24 Cap Gris-Nez recorded 567 passing birds. On Mar 22
Christchurch Harbour noted one had broken off from the stream heading east to
enter that harbour (four were roosting there by Mar 27) and I guess others are
now doing the same in the east Solent Harbours.
Common Tern: First of the year on our southern coast was a single going east
past Selsey Bill on Mar 22 and on Mar 24 Cap Gris-Nez reported 6.

Puffin: On Mar 27 184 flew past Porthgwarra on the Cornish coast
Great Spotted Cuckoo: On Mar 21 there was a report of a Cuckoo on the
Scillies but I am pretty sure this was a first sighting of what was reported as a
Great Spotted Cuckoo there on Mar 22 (no subsequent news so far)
Snowy Owl: One was still at St Ives in Cornwall on Mar 28
Little Owl: My first sighting of one this year at Warblington on Mar 28 is
described in my diary for that day
Short-eared Owl: Two winter birds were still at Portland on Mar 28
Hoopoe: A single bird was reported on the Scillies on Mar 21 and 22.
House Martin: Plenty of Sand Martins and quite a few Swallows are back
with us but a House Martin at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Mar 24 was only the
fourth report of the year (all singles) and may have been the same bird that was
first for the year there on Mar 7. Since then there has been one at Ivy Lake,
Chichester, on Mar 25, one at the Blashford Lakes on Mar 27, and 4 at Woolmer
Pond in East Hants on Mar 28 when there were 2 at the Blashford lakes. Another
was at Durlston on Mar 29
Waxwing: A late party of 8 were feeding on Rowan berries in the Kite's Croft
area just west of Titchfield village on Mar 25
Black Redstart: A report of more than 50 came from the Scillies on Mar 21
but I am not sure if this marks a new influx or a collection of departing birds that
have gone off in the wrong direction
Ring Ouzel: After two singles were seen at Portland on Mar 17 and 19 there has
now been a report of two males in the Scillies on Mar 22
Blackbird: A fledgling was seen being attacked by (and was saved from)
Crows at Horsham on Mar 28
Fieldfare: 15 were seen near Winchester on Mar 24 and 7 in the lower Avon
valley on Mar 25
Redwing: Just one at Portland on Mar 25 was the only report for this week.
Cetti's Warbler: Of local interest only I heard one singing at Langstone Pond on
Mar 25
Willow Warbler: After three isolated reports on Mar 14, 15 and 18 a probable
influx on Mar 21 brought three reports of singing birds heard on the same day at
Horsham, in the New Forest and in Cornwall. The only reports this week are of
singles singing at Durlston and Romsey, both on Mar 29 (so perhaps another
influx that has not yet been fully reported)
Willow Tit: A report of one singing at a site on the West Sussex/Surrey border
on Mar 27.

Nuthatch: A pair of Blue Tits were starting to nest in a bird box equipped with
a nest camera in a Crawley garden but on Mar 28 a pair of Nutchatches
forcibly took possession, throwing out the Tits and their nest material before
starting to furnish the box with their choice of materials
Penduline Tit: One still at Paignton in Devon on Mar 28
Great Grey Shrike: At least one of the New Forest birds was still at Vales Moor
(between Burley and Ringwood) on Mar 28 (4 had been found at 4 different sites
in the last survey visit to the New Forest on Mar 21)
Rook: On Mar 28 a single Rook somewhere in Sussex had acquired the habit
of flying up to a bird feeder and bashing it with its beak until seed spilt
onto the ground from which the Rook would eat it - I expect the purveyors of
bird seed will be encouraging Rooks everywhere to lear the trick!
Hooded Crow: One seen at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Mar 25, and on Mar 28 a
hybrid between Carrion and Hooded Crow re-appeared at Christchurch
Harbour.
Raven: Not sure if it is a regular part of Raven bonding but a pair at Ashdown
Forest were observed touching wingtips as they flew - an avian verison of
holding hands?
Common (= Mealy) Redpoll: A very large, very grey Redpoll has been seen by
many birders at the Blashford Lakes recently and has prompted discussion - it is
said to be definitely not a Lesser!
Bullfinch: Although these are nowadays elusive in most places they are regularly
reported at Durlston but even there I was surprised to hear of a dozen or more
seen together in a coastal gully on Mar 22 where they were thought to be newly
arrived migrants.
Escapees: Two reports of sightings on Mar 25 come from Ashburnham Place
near Battle in East Sussex and from Alresford Pond near Winchester. At
Ashburnham there was a sighting of a Golden Eagle in the same place that one
was last reported last August - it was then thought to be eluding recapture and
so it may have been on the loose but unreported since then though there is an
alternative of it having been recaptured and then escaped again now that spring
is here. The Alresford report was a first as far as I am concerned - a Hawaiian
Goose (or NeNe) flying over and honking.
INSECTS
Butterflies
Orange Tip: After the first two sightings in the Emsworth and Havant
areas on Mar 19 and 21 there was a new sighting at Farlington Marshes on
Mar 22

Small Copper: The first for the year was seen in Bournemouth on Mar 17
and on Mar 20 a second was seen in the Gilkicker area of Gosport
Large Tortoiseshell: This the only new species for the year with reports
of 2 butterflies in the Wootton area of the Isle of Wight on Mar 22 following
a previous unconfirmed report of the same species there a few days earlier.
Eight other species were reported in the latest news and these included
two more sightings (after the first and only earlier report of one at Portland
on Mar 14) of single Speckled Wood in Gosport on Mar 21 and
Portsmouth on Mar 22. Brimstone, Peacock, Comma and Small
Tortoiseshell continue to be the most frequently seen species and this is
particularly welcome in the case of the Small Tortoiseshell which has 8
new reports including a count of 15 in the Gosport area on Mar 22
following 6 there on Mar 21 when another 6 were seen in the Sussex
Cuckmere Valley. The other species seen this week were Red Admiral,
Large and Small White
Moths
Pyrausta despicata (1365 Pyrausta despicata): One seen at
Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester on Mar 23 was the earliest ever for
Hampshire (the previous earliest date was Apr 3)
Red Sword-grass (2241 Xylena vetusta): First for the year in the
Cheriton area east of Winchester on Mar 22
Silver Y (2441 Autographa gamma): This early migrant turned up at
Portland on Mar 27
Small Fan-foot (2492 Herminia nemoralis): Another very early find at
Rye Harbour on Mar 25 - this species normally appears in June
Other Insects
Yellow Dung Fly: This species had been reported from the Bournemouth
area on Jan 14 but not since so I regard a sighting of the species in a
Portsdown garden on Mar 22 as the rightful first for the year.
Common Wasp: The first report of the year also comes from the same
Portsdown garden in Mar 22 - this must have been a Queen rousing
herself to start building a nest and creating a new generation of offspring
(after mating last autumn)
Red-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius): The first to be reported
this year was in the Gosport area on Mar 23
Oil beetle (Meloe proscarabaeus): First mention of this species for the
year comes from Durlston on Mar 22 where one was seen excavating a
hole in which to lay her eggs.

PLANTS
Giant Horsetail: The first fertile cones of this species were seen at Warblington
Farm on Mar 28
Marsh Marigold: A plant with a single flower was present in the ditch beside
the Billy Trail in Havant (just north of the A27) on Mar 28 - I suspect it had been
growing by someone's garden pond and had been moved in a block of soil to
brighten up this area where I have never seen Kingcups before. Flowers had also
appeared on established plants at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Mar 24
Blue Anemone (Anemone apennina): This week has brought new finds of
this species at both Warblington and Havant Eastern Road cemeteries.
Hedge Mustard: First report for the year of this yellow flowered species came
from Emsworth on Mar 25
Honesty: Self sown plants of this can be found almost anywhere and just one
plant had opened its flowers in my garden on Mar 25
Sea Kale: Not yet in flower but photos on the Rye Bay website show the pretty
magenta colour of the fresh leaves now appearing the shingle at Rye Harbour
and presumably also on the south Hayling shore
Common Dog Violet: First of the year were seen on Mar 24 both in the
Inholmes Wood area (east of Walderton in the Ems Valley) and in Havant
Thicket. On Mar 25 I found more of them flowering in the Havant Eastern Road
cemetery
Greater Stitchwort: My first find of this in flower was made on Mar 23 on the
roadside bank of Southleigh Road close to Locks Farm in the Denvilles area of
Havant - I see it has also now started to flower in the Nore Barn woodland at
Emsworth on Mar 25
Wood Sorrel: This was in flower for the first time on Mar 24 in the Havant
Thicket area
Broom: First flowers were out on a bush in Warblington cemetery on Mar 28
Rue-leaved Saxifrage: First two plants in flower the East Pallant in Havant on
Mar 28.
White Bryony: First plant starting the climb in the Havant cemetery on Mar 27
Holly: First unopen flower buds seen in Havant on Mar 28
Hornbeam: One tree overhanging the Lymbourne stream footbridge near Wade
Court in Langstone was in full flower on Mar 28
Field Maple: Leaves showing on Mar 28

Norway Maple: The bright yellow flowers which appear before the leaves were
out in Havant on Mar 23
Horse Chestnut: With many leaves now out I saw the first white candles of
flowers had appeared on Mar 28 (nowhere near flowering)
Silver Birch: Catkins fully out in Warblington cemetery on Mar 28 (first flowers)
Cowslips: Genuine wild flowers first reported at Durston on Mar 21 and some
were flowering in the Warblington Cemetery extension on Mar 28 (one was
definitely a cultivated variety the other may have been from the wild).
Green Field Speedwell: My first definite find of this in flower was in the Havant
Eastern Road cemetery on Mar 27 (long straight hairs seen on the fruit lobes)
Butterbur: The normal male flower spikes at Brook Meadow in Emsworth were
counted by Brian Fellows on Mar 27 giving a total of 467 - the highest count since
this annual survey started around 2000 (previous highest count was 458 spikes in
2001)
Spanish Bluebell: First flowers seen in Havant on Mar 23 (the great majority of
plants are not even showing any incipient flower stems)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: A pod of up to 7 has been in the Durlston area this
week, seen on Mar 22, 24 and 25. On Mar 28 the pod had increased to more
then 10 including two young. I also see that 53 Common Dolphins were noted
on Mar 24 on the Trektellen website but they were seen in the Mediterranean
from a site in southern Spain!
Roe Deer: A group of four on the fields north of the Locks Farm new houses in
Havant (Denvilles area) on Mar 23 included a buck and probable his mate plus
two of last years young.
Noctule Bat: What was probably one of these was flying in midday sunshine
over the Beaulieu River on Mar 22 - the third such sighting for the year after one
in Kent on Feb 21 and another in East Sussex on Mar 15
Grass Snake: Two seen in the Aldershot area on Mar 22 - again the third report
for the year after sightings in Sussex on Mar 2 and 17
Fungi: Little of this to be found in the current dry weather but one large clump
of Common Inkcap had managed to flourish on a shaded tree stump above a
water filled ditch in Havant Thicket on Mar 24
Wildlife diary and news for Mar 23 - 29 (Week 12 of 2009)
Sat 28 Mar
Little Owl at Warblingon and more good flowers

Yesterday I was in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery and noticed a candidate
for the Green Field Speedwell which keeps eluding me (lots of the look-alike
Grey Field Speedwell but never the Green!) so I had a close look at it before
going home to check the details in my books, only to find that I had to go back to
the cemetery again this morning to check the one detail I had failed to observe
yesterday - were the hairs on the fruit lobes long and straight or were they short
and curly. This morning I saw they were long and straight, proving that this was
the Green species which the flower colour had suggested.
Following that success I had an unexpected bonus when walking into Havant,
finding two plants of Rue-leaved Saxifrage already in flower (though I see
they were out on Mar 19 last year).
After lunch the clouds cleared and I set out to walk to Nore Barn via Warblington.
As soon as I came out of my front door I had an omen of a successful outing high above the garden a male Sparrowhawk was making its roller coaster
display flight - and that good luck continued when I reached the Old Rectory at
Warblington. There, in the field immediately east of the Rectory, was a Little
Owl perched in the entrance of a hole left where a branch had snapped off
an old tree.
A quick walk round the Warblington cemtery gave me another unexpected bird this time a dead Woodpigeon which had almost certainly been killed and
eaten by a Peregrine within a few hours before I saw it as the blood was still
fresh in the gaping hole left in the Pigeon's breast. Further proof that this was a
Peregrine kill was the fact that the Pigeon's head was missing suggesting
that the Peregrine had severed the neck with its initial strike.
While in the cemetery I enjoyed my first sight of fully open catkins on a Silver
Birch and my first flowers on Broom. Not yet in flower, and seen earlier in this
walk, were flower buds on both Holly and Horse Chestnut.
Continuing across the Warblington field I found the fertile cones of Giant
Horsetail were well up near the kissing gate where the main stream flows under
the path, and at the far side of the fields I made a detour up the path leading to
the main road opposite Selangor Avenue to see the display of Barren
Strawberry flowers which grow beside this path. Coming back to Nore Barn I
noticed a big clump of Early Dog Violets (which I had not discovered before)
to add to the clumps of Sweet Violets elsewhere in the wood. My last note here
was of the English Scurvygrass flowers on the saltings east of the wood - they
have been out since at least Mar 18 when Brian Fellows photographed them for
his website.
The walk back along the shore was uneventful - not a Brent in sight though I
did pass a total of 32 Shelduck - and at Langstone Pond the Swan was on her
nest and four Egrets were in the trees with a Grey Heron but there was not a
single Teal to be seen.
After crossing the pony fields north of Wade Court to the footbridge over the
Lymbourne stream the big Hornbeam under which you pass to reach the bridge
had its flowers/catkins out, and just after going under the A27 on the Billy Trail I
was surprised to see a Marsh Marigold flower in the ditch beside the track - I
have never found this plant here before and it looked to me as if someone had

dug up a large sod of earth with the flower in it and had dumped it here to
brighten up the scene.
Wed 25 Mar
My first Egret roost count of the year at Langstone Pond
Egret numbers at coastal sites in southern England are now rapdily increasing as
birds return from wherever they have spent the winter (presumably a lot of them
flew south to avoid the cold but others dispersed to sheltered inland sites and
now look forward to the richer feeding in the harbour mud as well as
congregating at breeding sites). This evening the conditions for a count of birds
coming to roost in the trees around Langstone Pond were good (the tide was low
at sunset allowing the birds to continue feeding until the light failed with the
result that the majority returned in a relatively short period of time around
sunset, and the weather was dry though chill and windy).
I reached the pond half an hour before sunset and found 9 Egrets already
present and visible and during the half hour up to sunset (plus five minutes or so
before the light began to fade) my total count had risen to 53 - the last I
counted was a group of three arriving very soon after a group of four and I am
pretty sure that if I had remained until it was too dark to see the birds the count
would have gone up towards 75.
Several of the birds were in full breeding plumage and some were showing what
seemed like uncalled for aggression towards others (flying from a distance to
drive the offending bird off the perch where it had settled rather than just
objecting to another bird trying to muscle in on the perch where a bird was
already present).
While at the pond I checked that the Swan was, as expected, on her nest
and I also twice heard Cetti's Warbler song (I see this is the first time I have
heard one this year and that it brings my year list count up to 98 species before I
start to add the summer migrants that will soon show themselves to me)
Earlier in the day I found that self-sown Honesty had opened its flowers in
my garden, and a brief visit to the Eastern Road cemetery found the Early Dog
Violets at their best - the blue sheen on the ground under the Cypresses
could be seen as soon as I entered the gate from Eastern Road. I also found
several Common Dog Violets flowering among the Primroses and checked the
flower spurs to be sure - the Early Dog flowers have thin straight spurs of a
dark violet colour (usually darker than the petals) while the Common Dog
plants have broad, blunt, notched spurs which are usually whitish and never
the dark violet.
I also found a couple of clusters of the smaller Blue Anemones (A. blanda)
which have their flowers pointing upwards while the bigger Anemone apennina
plants have longer flower stems with the flowers drooping. Next time I am there I
must check that I have the right names using the criteria given in Stace's Flora he says that if the sepals and basal leaves are 'sparsely pubescent' on the lower
side then the plants are A. apennina as these parts of A. blanda are hairless and
as as further clue A. appenina generally has 10 to 15 sepals (range 8 to 18) while
A. blanda tends to have more (10 to 20) sepals. After flowering A. apennina holds

its achenes (the fruits which replace the flower) erect while A. blanda allows the
fruits to droop (this is the reverse of what I seem to see with the flowers!)
Tue 24 Mar
Bank Vole, Butterflies and several new flowering plants
Having missed writing this diary for several days I will summarise my finds made
since last Thursday.
On Friday (Mar 20) I was delighted to find Ground Ivy flowering in at least half
a dozen places around Havant but less pleased to find a pair of Canada Geese
back to nest at Budds Farm pools where the Swan pair were nest building
among a much reduced number of wildfowl (though there were still over 300
Brent on the shore).
The important items on Saturday had a mention in the week's summary written
on Sunday but in case you missed them in the mass of other peoples' news I
added Lords and Ladies (one single spathe in damp ground by the Langbrook
stream), White Campion (a plant with several flowers in a ditch beside Solent
Road), Monterey Pine (covering me with pollen when I touched one of its
candle-like flowers), a couple of fully open flowers of Oxford Ragwort, again
beside Solent Road. The two best finds of the day were a male Orange Tip
butterfly seen by the Broackhampton stream (west side of Budds Farm), and an
extraordinarily tame Bank Vole avidly searching for food in grass at the very
edge of the pavement of Solent Road, frequently coming out into the open on the
pavement despite there being three humans staring down at it from above nothing about it suggested that it was ill but it may have been young and
inexperienced!
Also on Saturday a bank of dry earth on the mound above Budds Farm pools had
already attracted some small mining bees, one of which caught my eye because
it had a red abdomen and subsequent investigation suggested it might have been
an uncommon but widespread species called Andrena labiata. Also in my
notebook I see there were over 500 Brent still in the Broadmarsh area and in
recently disturbed ground beside Harts Farm Way I saw two widely separated
flowering plants of bright blue form Balkan Anemone (Anemone blanda) the much commoner garden plant than the larger Blue Anemone (A.
apennina) found in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery.
On Sunday I was busy writing my weekly summary page but did find a Drone
Fly (my first Hoverfly of the year) in the garden sunshine.
On Monday I cycled to the road junction outside Locks Farm in Denvilles and
found the very early Greater Stitchwort flowers that I was expecting on the
south facing bank where masses of Lesser Periwinkle are now flowering in
the raised hedge bottom. Continuing uphill to Bartons Road near the BUPA
hospital I saw a family group of four Roe feeding openly in the big field which
slopes down to the Locks Farm housing - one was clearly a buck and I presume
one of the does was his mate and the other two were last year's offspring.

Continuing downhill over the railway line into West Leigh I heard much noise
from a pair of Herring Gulls and stopped to scan the industrial building rooves
where I suspect some nest but could not see them till I looked vertically up to
see a soaring Buzzard being harrassed by the gulls. Passing the New Lane
allotments I found that tightly closed flower buds had appeared on the Common
Ramping Fumitory. In the afternoon I saw my first Norway Maple clothed with
its bright yellow flowers and I also spotted a single garden chuck-out plant of
Spanish Bluebell in full flower.
Today I walked from the Havant Thicket carpark west along the edge of the
woodland and saw six Lapwing on the grass of the Gipsies Plain where they
may have started nesting as they have been back for a month now (I saw 8 there
on Feb 25). Here and in several other places my first Common Dog Violets
were in full flower and in the woodland at the north end of the long Avenue a
good cluster of Wood Sorrel flowers were out in a place that I usually find the
first for the year. Above the trees here a pair of Buzzards were calling and
displaying and back in Havant Thicket proper I found a large cluster of Common
Inkcap fungi on a tree stump.
SUMMARY FOR MAR 10 - 22 (WEEK 11 OF 2009)
This week's Bird News starts with a summary of the arrival dates of the
summer visitors which have reached us so far.
In Kent I think a Bittern has started 'booming' and in Sussex a pair of
Egyptian Geese have hatched 8 goslings (and maybe a pair of Shelduck
have young at Weir Wood reservoir).
Among many raptors recently airborne has been the first Black Kite over Kent
and oddity of the week may go to a Red-legged Partridge driving Herring
Gulls off the roof of a Sussex bungalow while the rarity prize is shared
between an Alpine Swift and a couple of Penduline Tits with a Twite at
Farlington Marshes as a runner up
Insects have been thriving in the warm weather and this week has seen the first
Orange Tip, Small Copper and Holly Blue on the wing. Among Other Insects
we have the first Bee Flies and Green Tiger Beetles as well as a possible
sighting of an uncommon mining bee in Havant
New flowers include Bulbous Buttercup, Wood Anemone (and two sorts of
Blue Anemone), English Scurygrass, White Campion, Cowslip, Ground
Ivy and Oxford Ragwort as well as the first Bluebell and Wild Daffodils.
Other new flowers are Monterey Pine, Lords and Ladies, Field Woodrush
and Field Horsetail and the news includes a 'new to me' cream flowered
form of Sweet Violet

Other Wildlife has an unusual encounter with a tame Bank Vole on the
pavement of a Havant street, news of 'the biggest snake seen in Britain'
and a web link to hear the croaking of Common Toads
BIRDS
Migrant arrival dates in southern England: First dates for the summer birds
already here are Sandwich Tern on Feb 18; Little Ringed Plover on Feb 25;
Chiffchaff on Feb 27; Wheatear on Feb 28; Sand Martin on Mar 4; House
Martin on Mar 7; Swallow on Mar 10; Garganey and Tree Pipit on Mar 11;
Yellow Wagtail and Willow Warbler on Mar 14; Blackcap on Mar 16 and
Ring Ouzel on Mar 17; Garden Warbler (probable only) on Mar 19 and first
definite Osprey on Mar 20 plus Manx Shearwater on Mar 21
Divers: On Mar 19 Cap Gris-Nez near Calais recorded 119 Red Throated and 4
Black Throated flying east. Great Northern Divers continue to be seen from
Selsey Bill with a peak of 5 on the sea there on Mar 17 (and 4 on Mar 21)
Great Crested Grebe: There were still an estimated 300 on the sea off
Sandwich Bay on Mar 15 - perhaps these are birds waiting to return to northerly
breeding areas as pairs breeding in southern England are almost certainly all back
on territory by now
Red-necked Grebe: A single bird paused briefly on the sea off Pagham Harbour
on Mar 17 and one was again seen there on Mar 21.
Slavonian Grebe: 19 were seen on the sea off Pagham Harbour on Mar 17 (two
seen from Selsey Bill that day were possibly in additon to the 19)
Black-necked Grebe: One at Rye Harbour on Mar 15 was the last to be
reported in southern England and the only report for this week is of three still at
a Dutch site on Mar 17
Manx Shearwater: The first to be seen anywhere in southern England this year
was at Portland on Mar 21
Bittern: Two were still present in Poole Harbour at Hatch Pond on Mar 14 and
one was seen at Rye Harbour on Mar 15. On the evening of Mar 18 three were
seen to take off from Rye Harbour and head off into the dusk heading
south east for the near continent. On Mar 19 one was seen to take off at
Hook (Warsash) but landed again in the reeds there. On Mar 20 one in the
Kent Stour valley was said to have 'performed well' by which I think
they mean it was heard booming.
Cattle Egret: The one which arrived in the Puckpool area of the Isle of Wight on
Feb 27 was last seen on Mar 18 and may have left the Island - on that day a new
bird turned up at Swineham in Poole Harbour and was still there on Mar 21
Great White Egret: None reported in southern England but there were still 25
at one Dutch site on Mar 17

Grey Heron: One flew in off the sea at Hayling Bay on Mar 21
Mute Swan: One was firmly sitting on the nest at Langstone Mill Pond on Mar
18 but it is not known if she has started to lay eggs yet. The pair at Peter Pond in
Emsworth were nest building on Mar 20 as were the pair at Budds Fam Pools and
on Mar 21 a pair were building at Sandown boating lake on the IoW.
Whitefront Goose: Mar 21 seems to have seen a mass departure of these
geese from Holland - one site which was watched throughout the day recorded
6317 geese passing over
Canada Goose: A pair were back at Budds Farm Pools on Mar 20 and on Mar 21
only one bird could be seen there - the other was probably already on a nest
Brent Goose: Although a great many of these have already left us there were
still an estimated 1200 at Farlington Marshes on Mar 16 and around 200 on the
South Moors shore to the west of Langstone village on Mar 18. On Mar 21 I
estimated there were 500 Brent in the Broadmarsh area of Langstone Harbour
(possibly with another 300 on the South Moors shore). Surprisingly the only
reports of birds on passage this week have been on Mar 21 when 290 flew past
Dungeness (and another 117 were seen passing Selsey)
Egyptian Goose: 8 were seen at Tundry Pond west of Fleet in north Hampshire
on Mar 14 and on Mar 15 a pair at Petworth Park in west Sussex already
had 8 goslings with them (last year a pair at Stratfield Saye in north
Hampshire had 6 goslings on Apr 16 and in 2007 a pair at Petworth were seen
with a single gosling on Apr 15). The Petworth pair were down to 5 goslings by
Mar 19
Shelduck: A count of 178 at the Thorney Island Deeps area on Mar 14 probably
included a large number of transient birds as part of the surge of birds seen in
the Langstone village area on Mar 10 and 11 (and Christchurch Harbour reported
a sudden influx of 50 Shelduck on Mar 17 which I took to be flock moving
through that area). More interestingly there is a report from the Weir Wood
reservoir in north east Sussex of a pair being seen there on Mar 16 with
four juveniles (I think this must refer to juveniles from last year as I have not
heard of Shelduck nesting earlier than May in previous years though the report
on the SOS website said .."On the 16th a pair of Shelduck appeared at the dam
end with four juvs" .. and at first sight this would appear to be saying the
juveniles were newly hatched)
Wigeon: The flocks of these that have been wintering in the Langstone village
area seem to have left in the first week of March and recent high counts (an
estimated 1500 at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 16 and 167 at the Thorney Deeps
on Mar 14) probably reflect birds gathering to leave en masse.
Pintail: The Mar 14 WeBS count of the Thorney Deeps recorded 80 Pintail but
unfortunately I have not seen any other counts from Thorney so far this year to
judge if this figure is as unexpectedly high as I think it is. For last year the

highest counts from Thorney Deeps were 39 on Jan 12 and 27 on Nov 15 with no
other reports exceeding 10 birds. 20 flew past Dungeness on Mar 18 but there
were still 7 at Lymington that day and 6 at Titchfield Haven on Mar 21
Gadwall: The five pairs seen at Bedhampton Mill Pool on Mar 9 were down to
one pair by Mar 21 and there has been a similar exodus from Budds Farm where
I could only see three birds on Mar 21
Teal: There were still 54 in the flooded south field at Wade Court (Langstone) on
Mar 20
Garganey: These lovely spring visitors are now arriving in good numbers. The
first report for the year was of a pair at Dungeness on Mar 11 and since then I
have seen 28 reports from southern England covering a possible total of 125
birds. On Mar 18 there was a report of 26 flying past Seaford and on that same
day Pulborough Brooks had 3 birds, another 3 pairs (6 birds) were on a farm
pond near the Arlington Reservoir in the Cuckmere Valley and a single drake was
at the Pagham Harbour north wall Breech Pool (another report of 9 flying east off
Rottingdean near Brighton was probably of birds included in the Seaford count).
Also on Mar 18 two Dutch sites reported 15 and 16 birds respectively (though
these again may have been the same birds at both sites). The latest reports
include 1 at Titchfield Haven and another at Arlesford Pond near Winchester on
Mar 21
Ring-necked Duck: The drake which has been in East Hampshire since the
New Year was still to be seen at Frithend (just off the A325 where it enters the
southern part of Alice Holt Forest) on Mar 15. A female has been in Poole
Harbour on Mar 20 and 21
Scaup: The bird which appeared on the Drayton pit lake at Chichester (viewable
from a layby on the Bognor Road) on Mar 2 did so on the day after one of two at
Titchfield Haven vanished but on Mar 15 a second drake re-appeared at Titchfield
Haven while the Drayton Pit bird remained there to Mar 17 at least - the
Titchfield bird was still present on Mar 21. Also still present on Mar 15 was the
drake at Rooksbury Mill in Andover but at other than these three sites all Scaup
seem to have left at the end of February (2 which flew past Dungeness on Mar
19 may have come from some unrecorded site)
Eider: A party of 8 were in the Hayling Bay area on both Mar 21 and 22 but a
report of 114 flying over a Dutch site on Mar 21 suggests there has been a
substantial departure (but many non-breeding birds remain at southern sites
through the summer)
Long-tailed Duck: The single female on the sea off Pagham Harbour was still
there on Mar 17 (with a single Velvet Scoter) and the pair off the east side of
Hayling were still there on Mar 22
Black Kite: One seen over Sandwich Bay on Mar 21 (with a Red Kite) is the
first of the year for southern England

Red Kite: The recent good weather has brought numerous reports in the past
week including sightings over Walderton in the Ems valley and Bignor Hill on the
Sussex Downs with the most recent local sighting being over the Hayling
Oysterbeds - I suspect most of these are of birds taking advantage of the fine
weather to make long distance exploratory day trips.
Marsh Harrier: Among several reports this week are two reporting birds coming
in off the sea - at Durlston on Mar 16 and Christchurch Harbour on Mar 19 while
2 going north over Sandwich Bay on Mar 21 were also presumed migrants. One
seen at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18 was the first I know of there since Mar 11
Hen Harrier: Reports from six sites this week including one at Woolmer Pond in
East Hampshire on Mar 18
Goshawk: Two coastal sightings this week could have been of migrants - one
was seen over Worthing on Mar 18 and on Mar 20 one flew past the Durlston
area.
Sparrowhawk: Sandwich Bay recorded six presumed migrants over on Mar 18
and 9 over on Mar 21
Common Buzzard: These are prominent in the sky at this time of year and
reports of 10 seen over Thorney Island on Mar 14 and of 5 over Stoke village
near the Oysterbeds on Hayling Island on Mar 16 are not surprising but a count
of 66 over a Dutch site on Mar 18 was impressive. On Mar 21 around 20 were
seen in the Faccombe area of north Hants while 4 seen passing over the
Folkestone area that day were thought to indicate some cross Channel migration.
Osprey: One was said to have been seen high over Southsea on Mar 15 and to
have been driven away east by Herring Gulls but I think this was a second hand
report and I wonder if the original observer was certain of the id as there have
been no other reports of this very noticeable species in England yet - could the
sighting have been of a Marsh Harrier? or even a Buzzard? Reliable Osprey
news comes from Roy Dennis on the Highland Foundation for Wildlife website go to http://www.roydennis.org/ and click one of the Osprey names mentioned in
the "Roy's Blog" section at the top of the page to find out how that bird is getting
on (do not click the big Osprey picture as that takes you to news from last year
and not to any current news). On Mar 19 Morven was coming north and is now
probably north of the Sahara, Beatrice is still at a French site just north of the
Pyrenees, and Nimrod is still at his winter site on the west coast of Africa in a
small country called Guinea-Bissau not far south of Dakar (the westernmost point
of Africa). Since I wrote the above for the mid-week report one more Osprey
seems to have crossed the Mediterranean to be seen in southern Spain on Mar 19
and the first definite record of one reaching Britain comes from the Exe estuary in
Devon where one caught a fish on Mar 20
Red-legged Partridge: These birds have a reputation for turning up in
unexpected places and this was confirmed on Mar 15 when one spent half an
hour on the roof ridge of a bungalow in a semi-rural situation near Seaford - the

entry on the SOS website reads .. "While relaxing in the lounge of my bungalow
in north Seaford this morning I spotted a Red-legged Partridge walking
nonchalantly along my neighbour`s bungalow roof. It reminded me of the
bird in the "Famous Grouse" whiskey advertisement.Two Herring Gulls who
regularly loaf about on the roof seemed intrigued by this odd arrival and flew off
when it approached them somewhat deliberately. The partridge settled down for
another half hour before flying off towards the town."
Coot: First report of a nest comes from Emsworth when one was seen on a raft
in the Slipper Mill pond on Mar 19
Avocet: These are moving east through southern England in fair numbers, e.g.
12 passing Splash Point at Seaford on Mar 18 and 13 at Rye Harbour on Mar 21
but bigger numbers are moving on the continent, e.g. 95 past Cap Gris Nez on
Mar 19 and 50 passing a Dutch site on Mar 21
Little Ringed Plover: Reports from 5 sites this week with peak counts of 4 at
both Lymington on Mar 21 and at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 19
Knot: There were 370 Knot (and 55 Sanderling) in the Pilsey area of Thorney
Island for the Mar 14 WeBS count
Ruff: A flock of 14 at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Mar 16 was the highest number
there since 1994. Three were at Pulborough Brooks that day and on Mar 14 there
were two at Fairlight in the Hastings area and one at the Fishbourne Channel
near Chichester.
Jack Snipe: During the Mar 14 WeBS count 2 were found in the Thorney Deeps
are and another was across the water of Chichester Harbour at West Wittering.
Also recorded that day were 89 Bar-tailed Godwit and 2 wintering
Whimbrel in the Pilsey area of Thorney Island
Spotted Redshank: The Nore Barn bird at Emsworth has not been seen since
Mar 18 (though its companion Greenshank was still there on Mar 19)
Common Sandpiper: Last year migrants started to appear in the first week of
April so one which was seen on Mar 21 at Lodmoor (Weymouth) - where there
have been no reports of wintering birds - could be an early migrant (though
probably it was a wintering bird feeling the urge to move locally)
Med Gull: The number at Rye Harbour was 54 on Mar 14 increasing to 90 on
Mar 16 and 120 on Mar 16
Ring-billed Gull: Two new birds this week - a first winter at Christchurch
Harbour on Mar 18 and an adult at Sturt Pond (near Lymington) on Mar 21
Iceland Gull: The Dungeness bird was still there on Mar 21
Sandwich Tern: The numbers at Rye Harbour are increasing daily from 38 on
Mar 15 to 45 on Mar 16 and 55 on Mar 17. Latest report is of 70 there on Mar 19
and 65 passing Dungeness on Mar 21

Barn Owl: On Mar 16 I was told that one had been seen at least twice just
before that day hunting over the North Common area of Hayling before dusk and
I have since heard that a nest box which hatched several young last year at a
north Hayling site has fresh pellets in it indicating current occupation.
Little Owl: At the end of January two were heard calling in the Stoke Common
woodland east of the Hayling Oysterbeds and on Mar 16 what was probaby one
of these was seen in the trees of the hedgerow half way between the north end
of the Hayling Coastal Path and the main road on Hayling (possibly seen from the
path which connects the old rail line to the main road)
Long-eared Owl: On Feb 8 a previously unknown roost of Long-eared Owls
was discovered on the Downs somewhere in the Brighton area and on Mar 15
another intriguing observation was made in a similar area - the entry on the SOS
website read .. "Fantastic views of a Long-eared Owl perched and hunting - I
watched it at close quarters for over an hour. Unlikely semi-rural location near
Brighton. Owl not phased by passing traffic, pedestrians, a fox and a badger! It
has been seen regularly for around a fortnight." Although these owls are usually
very elusive I can recall another example of a Long-eared Owl which probably
bred (some 20 years ago!) in the area of the Red Barn Estate on the southern
slopes of Portsdown above Portchester near Fareham. At the time I was told that
some residents there were regularly hearing strange 'squeaky' noises each night
in the early summer (Long-eared Owl chicks are said to make a noise like that
of someone riding a very rusty bicycle through the night) and about a month
after this an adult Long-eared was found dead on the busy A27 which then
ran through Fareham and Portchester before the building of the M27.
Short-eared Owl: No reports since Mar 18 - maybe the majority have already
moved north to breeding areas?
Alpine Swift: One was almost certainly present on Portland on Mar 14 - only
one observer saw it at the Bill but subsequently there were several good reports
of it from residents elsewhere on Portland
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Two reports on Mar 15 - a male was heard
calling in Brede High Wood north of Hastings and one was heard drumming in a
New Forest inclosure.
Swallow: I have now seen 18 reports from English sites with a peak count of 6
at Portland on Mar 17 followed by 4 at Amberley Wild Brooks on Mar 19 - so far
the only double digit count was one of 21 Swallows at a Dutch site on Mar 20
House Martin: Only three reports so far - singles at Weymouth on Mar 7, the
Scillies on Mar 12 and now at Christchurch on Mar 20
Tree Pipit: After the exceptionally early observation of one singing near
Ringwood in Hampshire on Mar 11 followed by a sighting of 2 in the New Forest
on Mar 13 a third has appeared at Arne on the shore of Poole Harbour on Mar 16

Meadow Pipit: These can now be seen moving north almost anywhere and the
count at Portland was around 500 on Mar 17 - since then most sites reporting
birds moving north have had counts between 200 and 500 at a time
Water Pipit: These have been seen in parties of 6 or less since January but this
week there was an exceptional count of 42 in the Kent Stour valley on Mar 20
Yellow Wagtail: I have already reported the arrival of the first European 'Blue
Headed' Wagtail in Holland on Mar 13 and on Mar 14 one of our 'flavissima'
race birds was seen in the Cuckmere Valley near Beachy Head and this has
been followed by another at Portland on Mar 17
Wheatear: By Mar 22 I had recorded 63 reports of these potentially covering
693 birds - the highest count so far was of 200 at Portland on Mar 19
Ring Ouzel: One that was seen in Cornwall on Mar 12 may have been an overwintering bird but one which flew in to Portland on Mar 17 certainly qualifies as
the first arrival of the year. A second bird was on Portland on Mar 19
Dartford Warbler: It seems fairly certain that the recent cold snap has reduced
the number of birds in places like the New Forest but they seem to have survived
along the coast and I am pleased to see that at least one pair was seen in the
gorse of Sinah Common on south Hayling on Mar 21
Garden Warbler: I think I am not alone in having to 'get my ear in' anew each
spring to recognize the difference in song between a Garden Warbler and a
hurried Blackcap song so I understand the reluctance of the observer who
thought he heard, but did not see, what may have been an early Garden
Warbler at Titchfield Haven on Mar 19
Blackcap: It is always difficult to pick out the first arrival of our summer visitors
(coming north from Africa) from among the many east European birds that have
been wintering here and have not yet left but one seen at Christchurch Harbour
on Mar 16 was mentioned there as an 'incomer' among the Sand Martins,
Meadow Pipits, White Wagtails and Wheatears. On Mar 15 one (almost
certainly a wintering bird) was in full song in the Cosham (Portsmouth) garden
were there has been an ongoing study of wintering birds since 1969 (see Graham
Roberts' article reporting this study in the 1995 Hampshire Bird Report). During
this past winter 13 Blackcaps have been newly ringed in this garden and no
doubt many that were ringed there in previous years have come back for more of
the homebaked cake with which they are rewarded.
Yellow-browed Warbler: Few of these have been reported during the past
winter but one at least is still with us - seen in Willows behind the Fire Station at
Bridport from Mar 16 to 21 at least
Willow Warbler: An early bird was reported at Portland on Mar 14 and on Mar
15 two were seen in the Andover area. Since then two have proved their identity
by singing - one at Ditchling near Brighton on Mar 18 and another in the New
Forest on Mar 21

Firecrest: There had been early reports of these singing at Christchurch Harbour
on Mar 9 and 12 but they seem to have started in earnest on Mar 14 and 15
Long-tailed Tit: Nest building was reported on Mar 14 and 15 after an early
report from Dungeness on Mar 2. On Mar 20 a pair had nearly completed their
nest in the Chichester West Dean Woods
Willow Tit: Mar 15 brought a very unexpected report of one singing at Acres
Down in the New Forest... on Mar 19 one was heard near Mottisfont in the Test
Valley and one was found at a regular Sussex site on Mar 20
Nuthatch: Another very unexpected report was of a Nuthatch seen at St Helens
in the Bembridge area of the Isle of Wight on Mar 15. Until a few years ago
Nuthatch was (I think) absent from the Island but there has been just one bird
which seems to have established itself on the north coast of the Island and now
we seem to have another (though this new bird flew off into the unknown)
Penduline Tit: There has been one in the Paignton area of Devon recently (last
report on Mar 20) and on Mar 17 one spent a few minutes at Rye Harbour before
vanishing.
Great Grey Shrike: 11 reports this week show that several are still with us
Raven: Although there have been reports of Raven in the West Wittering area
on Mar 1 and 5 Barry Collins was surprised to find a pair eating carrion on the
shore of Pilsey Island (just across Chichester Harbour from Wittering) on Mar 21 they flew off east, as did the two at Wittering on Mar 5
Starling: Many of these have been moving north recently with counts of 1000+
north over Sandwich Bay on Mar 15 and Mar 18 after 648 flew north over the
South Foreland on Mar 15. On Mar 19 Spurn Point in Yorkshire reported 9000
there. There have also been large movements on the continent.
Chaffinch: Northward movement of these is also recorded with 1116 over the
South Foreland on Mar 15, 1545 over Folkestone on Mar 17 and 2135 over
Folkestone on Mar 19 with smaller numbers seen at Hastings and Sandwich Bay
Siskin: In addition to winter visitors returning north some of these nest in
Hampshire and on Mar 19 several males were singing, and a female was carrying
nest material, in the Romsey area
Linnet: Relatively few of these at breeding places on the south coast or passing
north this week (highest count was 46 at Christchurch harbour on Mar 18
Twite: An excellent photo of one showing the yellow beak was taken by a
Portsmouth birder at Farlington Marshes on Mar 18
Yellowhammer: It is good to hear that at least one was present on Mar 16 in
the field by the Hayling Coastal Path a little north of the footpath connecting to
the West Lane bends (I call this the 'Hoopoe field' in memory of a Hoopoe once
being seen there - as was a Sub-alpine Warbler many years ago - but I was told

by one 'old inhabitant of Hayling' that the locals used to call it 'Starveguts field'
because it grows more Dyers Greenweed than grass). On Mar 21 the Havant
Wildlife Group enjoyed the sight of a flock of 10 Yellowhammers just over the
Sussex border in the Inholmes Wood area near Stoughton.
INSECTS
Butterflies
Brimstone: Mar 15 brought a flood of sightings including more than 22 at
Basing Forest, more than 20 in Havant Thicket and 20 in Pamber Forest. A
couple of females have already been seen but the vast majority are males
Large White: At least one (first for year) was flying in a Cosham garden
at Portsmouth in the week before Mar 15 and a female was found still
unfurling its wings in Sussex on Mar 14. Mar 15 brought reports of 2 in
Sussex and on Mar 18 one was seen in the New Forest
Small White: The first seen flying out of doors was at Falmer on the
Sussex Downs on Feb 27 with another Sussex report on Feb 28 followed by
a gap until Mar 14 since when there have been 14 reports
Green-veined White: At least one (first for year) was out in the Thanet
area of Kent on Mar 15 (photo on Planet Thanet website) but Gosport had
two on that same day
Orange Tip: The Havant area has been favoured with the only two reports
so far - both males. The first was at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Mar 19
and the second was by the Brockhampton stream in Havant on Mar 21
Small Copper: The first and only sighting comes from the Southbourne
undercliff in Bournemouth on Mar 17
Holly Blue: Also just one reported from the Rother woodland in East
Sussex on Mar 18
Red Admiral: Regular sightings continue
Small Tortoiseshell: The news of these is encouraging with at least
reports already, potentially recording at least 60 butterflies - first at
Worthing on Feb 14 with seven reports in the current week
Peacock: 42 reports so far with the first three in January - up to 122
insects seen
Comma: 40 reports so far with the first seen on Feb 10 - 141 insects
reported
Speckled Wood: The only sighting so far was of one at Portland on Mar
14
Moths

March Tubic (0663 Diurnea fagella): First in Kent on Mar 15
Agonopterix propinquella (0696): Emerged from hibernation in Kent
on Mar 15
Orange Underwing (1661 Archiearis parthenias): Probable only - a
moth which might be this species was seen in Havant Thicket on Mar 15.
Since then there have been positive sightings on Mar 16 in the Horsham
area and on Mar 19 at the QE country park near Petersfield
Early tooth-striped (1881 Trichopteryx carpinata): A very early first
at Wadhurst near Crowborough on Feb 27
Brindled Beauty (1927 Lycia hirtaria): First on Mar 16 in the Brighton
area
The Engrailed (1947 Ectropis bistortata): First found on a house
window at Liphook on Mar 15
Caterpillars
Scarlet Tiger moth caterpillar found in Friston Forest near Eastbourne
on Mar 14
Other Insects
Bee Fly: First of year at Bockhill (near the South Foreland in Kent) on Mar
15 with two more seen on Goat Willow catkins at Rye Harbour on Mar 16
Dotted Bee Fly (Bombylius discolor): Also reported at Bockhill on Mar
15
Drone Fly: First of year at Rye Harbour on Mar 15
Andrena labiata mining bee??: This is a possible id for a small mining
bee with a distinctive red abdomen which I saw on a bank of dry earth
(with some mines already dug) on the mound above Budds Farm Pools
here in Havant on Mar 21 - this bee is said to be uncommon but
widespread and it could be out at this time
Buff-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris): Large queens are
frequently seen now but a report of a worker of this species seen on Gorse
at Durlston on Mar 16 was exceptionally early
Green Tiger Beetle: Several of these were active at Seasalter on the
north Kent coast on Mar 18
Bloody Nosed Beetle: This species and the Lesser version were both out
at Durlston on Mar 20
Lesser Bloody Nosed Beetle (Timarcha goettingenis): Two seen on
the south face of Portsdown on Mar 16

PLANTS
Field Horsetail: First fertile cone had pushed up in Brook Meadow at Emsworth
on Mar 20
Monterey Pine: A young tree was shedding mases of pollen in Solent Road at
Havant on Mar 21
Bulbous Buttercup: First for the year flowering in the Eastney area of
Portsmouth on Mar 18
Marsh Marigold: Several newly planted around the 'improved' Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth were flowering on Mar 18 and on Mar 21 I found just two plants
flowering on the Langstone South Moors
Wood Anemone: Several were flowering in the Hollybank Woods on Mar 16
(first for this year - last year they first appeared there on Mar 3). Others were
seen in the Inholmes Wood near Stoughton on Mar 21
Blue Anemony (Anemone apennina): A few flowering in the Havant Eastern
Road cemetery on Mar 17 and a couple of the smaller, commoner garden plants
(Anemone blanda or Balkan Anemone) had bright blue flowers on Mar 19 in
the shingle around the south facing base of the Havant multi-storey carpark
where they must have been self-sown. I found more of these Balkan Anemones
beside the Harts Farm Way near Broadmarsh on Mar 21
Yellow Corydalis: This is just beginning to flower again after a short pause (it
was still flowering from last year on Jan 5)
English Scurvygrass: Brian Fellows found the first flowers of the year at Nore
Barn saltings at Emsworth on Mar 18
Early Dog Violet: A great show of these is now to be seen under conifers
(Cypress species) at the east end of the Eastern Road cemetery in Havant
Hairy Violet: These were fairly easy to find flowering on the south face of
Portsdown on Mar 16 (first for year here - some were out at Durlston on Mar 13)
Sweet Violet: In addition to the widespread dark violet flowered plants and
the paler variety to be found in Nore Barn wood at Emsworth Brian Fellows has
now found the pure white variety in flower near Stansted House on Mar 19
and along with them he found a creamy yellow form which I have not seen
before
White Campion: One plant (first of year) was in full flower beside Solent Road
in Havant on Mar 21 near the new Health Centre

Lesser Chickweed: Reported to be flowering at Durlston on Mar 19 - Francis
Rose describes this plant as being a smaller version of Common Chickweed
which has no petals on its flowers. It is said to be very local in Hampshire
but among the many sites shown on the distribution map in the Hants Flora are
both Sandy Point and Gunner Point on south Hayling
Herb Robert: This was still flowering at the beginning of January but the first
new flowering was at Durlston on Mar 21
Flowering Currant: This is really a garden plant but it is always a pleasure to
find the first in flower as I did in the Langstone area on Mar 21
Horse Chestnut: Leaf buds had fully opened on one tree by Mar 21 though the
leaves had not yet expanded
Japanese Knotweed: Less welcome shoots of this were coming up through the
ground at Bedhampton on Mar 21
Cowslip: Durlston reported the first flowers on Mar 21
Ivy-leaved Toadflax: The first flowers seen for a month were out in Havant on
Mar 15
Slender Speedwell: First flowers for the year found on Mar 17 in St Faith's
churchyard in central Havant
Ground Ivy: Flowers found in several places around Langstone on Mar 20 and
more found at Broadmarsh on Mar 21
Oxford Ragwort: First fully open flowers in Havant on Mar 21
Butterbur: The normal male flower spikes were in flower at Emsworth Brook
Meadow on Mar 17 with a count of 298 spikes made there on Mar 19
Scentless Mayweed: The first flowers to be recorded since Jan 3 were out in
the Budds Farm area of Havant on Mar 21
Grape Hyacinth: This is now flowering as a garden escape - I noticed a large
colony near the A27 underpass on my way from Havant to Emsworth on Mar 18
Snakeshead Fritillary: One bud was near opening on Mar 18 in public
grassland at the east end of Mill Lane at Langstone (where the plants were
presumably deliberately planted several years ago) and I am told that they were
already flowering by then in at least one south Hayling garden

Wild Bluebell: At least one early flower was seen in the Inholmes Wood area
near Stoughton on Mar 21
Wild Daffodil: Two colonies of these were flowering in the Inhomes Wood area
on Mar 21 (first of year)
Lords and Ladies: Just one fully exposed spathe found near the Langbrook
stream at Langstone on Mar 21
Field Woodrush (Luzula campestris): Flowering in my garden lawn on Mar
20
OTHER WILDLIFE
Mink: On Mar 19 the Seasalter (Kent) website has a photo of a Mink swimming
openly by day in a waterway near the north Kent coast
Common Seals: Barry Collins found 14 Common Seals on the mud around
Thorney Island on Mar 14 - this is exactly the same number as the peak count
there on Mar 30 last year (the peak counts I saw reported for the previous two
years were 10 in 2006 and 11 in 2007)
Muntjac: One seen in the Faccombe area of north Hampshire on Mar 21
Water Vole: Two more sightings of single Voles in the River at Emsworth on Mar
19 and 20 bringing the number of sightings there to at least 5 this year
(compared to just two by this date last year). In January this year there were
sightings in the Lumley Stream and in Peter Pond but no further reports from
there so far.
Bank Vole: On Mar 21, as I turned east from Brockhampton Road into Solent
Road at the roundabout at the west end of Solent Road, I was puzzled to see a
young girl and her dad looking hard at something on the pavement. When I
reached them they pointed out a Bank Vole searching for food in the edge
of the grass abutting the pavement and regularly coming out on the
pavement within a couple of feet of the people leaning down to watch
it. The Vole was still doing this as we left after having had excellent close views
of it and seeing the distinctive reddish fur and the short ears almost hidden in the
fur. The eyes were bright and it was very active, giving me the impression of a
healthy but probably young (small) animal.
Hare: More reports include three sightings by Trevor Carpenter at different
places in south Hampshire on Mar 15. Jeff Goodridge saw three more Hares at
Kingsley in east Hampshire on Mar 18 and more were seen at Faccombe in north
Hampshire on Mar 21
Rabbit: Surprisingly Rabbits are a great rarity at the Brook Meadow nature
reserve in Emsworth so one seen there onMar 17 by Brian Fellows was his
personal first view of one there in the years he has been visiting the site

Noctule Bat: A large bat seen flying at 11 am on Mar 15 above the East Sussex
River Rother was probably a Noctule but the thing that interested me about this
observation was the comment that some bats are thought to be evicted
from their hideouts by Starlings seeking nest sites.
Common Toad: These were heard croaking from ditches in the Walland Marsh
area to the east of Rye town on Mar 15 and these calls can be heard if you visit
http://www.herpconstrust.org.uk/animals/common_toad_call.htm
Grass Snake: On Mar 17 Bob Eade was searching for butterflies in Friston Forest
(north of Eastbourne) when he came on what he describes as .. "2 fantastic
Grass Snakes together. The female of which had to be the biggest British snake
I have ever seen."
Slow-worm: One or more has been active in a Cosham garden at the southern
foot of Portsdown during the week ending Mar 15 - the first report of them this
year came from the Hastings area on Feb 21
Wildlife diary and news for Mar 16 - 22 (Week 11 of 2009)
Wed 18 Mar
Langstone Pond Mute Swan on nest
A Chiffchaff was singing again this morning from the Billy Trail before I took
an early cycle ride down the old track to the north pier of the disused rail bridge.
From here I could see around 200 Brent still present along the South Moors
shore with some 20 Wigeon and 4 Shelduck among them, but very little else in
the way of birds other than the inevitable gulls (no Meds seen or heard) and
three Mergansers.
Heading back through Langstone village I noted one bud about to open on
the small cluster of Fritillary flowers that were presumably planted by the
late George Hedley as they are on public land just outside his family house (later
in the day I had a phone call from south Hayling to tell me of a Wheatear seen
this morning and in the course of this I learnt the Fritillary flowers are
already out in the callers garden)
Reaching Langstone Pond I found the Swan firmly sitting on her nest which
is easily seen from the east end of the Mill buildings thanks to recent clearance of
vegetation around the pond edge here. The only other birds of interest here were
some 30 Teal, some on the mud and the others in the pony field north of the
pond
Tue 17 Mar
Blue Anemones and Slender Speedwell in flower
The great mass of flowers now showing on the cluster of Early Dog Violets that
have established themselves in my garden suggested that there should by now
be a good show of them in the Eastern Road cemetery here in Havant and a walk
there this morning proved me right. There were at least 100 flowers under the

conifers (Cypress species) at the east end of the cemetery and there should be
many more to come.
Before leaving the cemetery via the gate opening onto New Lane I went to check
out the ground under a Common Yew just inside the wall facing New Lane and
at the southern end of this central section of the three which are adjacent to New
Lane. I was not expecting to see the Blue Anemones which I had found here
last year in flower so early but several were in full flower - delightful to see in the
bright sunshine. The male Yews here seem to have exhausted their pollen
already but their untidy shapes provide a contrast to the neat form of the Irish
Yews of which good mature specimens are interspersed with the Common
Yews.
Taking a long route back home I went over the railway station footbridge and
down the east side of Havant Park where the old and decaying brickwork of the
wall separating the Park from the back of the shops in Market Parade had a
section that was full of a fungus that I am pretty sure is Peziza cerea (one of
the type which I call 'Bedpan fungi' on account of their bowl-like shape - this one
probably had no connection with the nearby Ladies Loo but the species is said to
occur on damp mortar, in between paving stones or in damp cellars).
A walk round St Faith's churchyard was as usual worthwhile. This time, despite
recent grass mowing, there was a lovely show of Slender Speedwell flowers on
the grass bank above the path which follows the foot of the southern wall of the
church - the flowers were at the corner south of the nave and west of the
transept.
Back at home Chiffchaffs were still singing as migrants followed the green
corridor of the Billy Trail north through Havant - one was the first thing I heard
on going into the garden this morning and the sound persisted to midday while
the afternoon was given over to frequent Blackbird song.
Mon 16 Mar
Hairy Violets and Lesser Bloody-nosed Beetles on Portsdown
This afternoon I drove to the popular Portsdown Viewpoint carpark then walked
downhill and over a stile into the 'wilder' grassland where I turned west and
walked to the far end of Fort Widley before coming back up the hill and taking
the trail around the back of the fort to return to the car.
Before I had reached the east end of Fort Widley I had found several dozen
Hairy Violets in flower (one cluster of around 20 flowers and other clusters
having 2 to 10 flowers) and towards the end of this stretch I met Richard Jones
(the warden in charge of the wildlife on the hill for Portsmouth City) who told me
there was a better show further west between the two chalkpits.
Just before meeting Richard I found a big cluster of Sweet Violets with their
much darker coloured flowers and without the obvious hairs on their flower stems
(in fact both species have hairs on their petioles but those on the Sweet Violets
are generally less than 0.3mm long and pressed to the stem while those on the
Hairy are up to 1mm long and stick straight out).
While talking to Richard we noticed two small black beetles in the grass - they
had the shape of Bloody-nosed Beetles but were quite a bit smaller (around
8mm long and 4 to 5mm wide). Subsequent checks convinced me that these

were Lesser Bloody-nosed beetles (Timarcha goettingensis) which I have
read about on both the Durlston and Rye Bay websites but had never knowingly
seen them before for myself.
Nothing else of special interest but the views were good and in the Children's
Wood area (north side of the hill) Wayfaring Tree flower buds were well
developed
SUMMARY FOR MAR 9 - 15 (WEEK 10 OF 2009)
This week I have not had time for a scan of the internet on Sunday so late news
is not included but highlights of the news up to Saturday include the following
In southern England there has been a major arrival of both Wheatears, Sand
Martins and Chiffchaffs while Sandwich Tern numbers are building up and
the first Swallows, House Martin and Garganey have arrived with an
earliest ever Tree Pipit for Hampshire.
Over on the near Continent several Yellow Wagtails (of the continental BlueHeaded race) are now present and Common Cranes, Spoonbills and White
Storks are now present in moderate numbers while there have been isolated
reports of a Purple Heron, a Zitting Cisticola (or Fan-tailed Warbler) and a
Bluethroat.
Of interest to us is the first news of a satellite tracked Osprey heading for
Scotland (but still in the Pyrenees) and a Ring Ouzel in Belgium.
The Red-breasted Goose has now left West Wittering and Brent are
becoming thin on the ground though Shelduck have apparently increased as
a result of transient birds pausing in our harbours on their way to their breeding
places.
A pair of Mandarin have arrived at Titchfield Haven for the first time (??) and I
have commented on the vast increase in the number of Gadwall that has
occurred since the 1950s.
Oddities include a Snowy Owl in Cornwall and a Dipper on the Dorset Coast plus
a Penduline Tit in Devon.
No new butterflies are yet on the wing but warmer nights have brought 11 new
Moth species to traps while Mining Bees have begun digging their nest
burrows.
New flowering plants range from Alpine Squill through Moschatel to Hairy
Woodrush and include the very first Blackthorn enabling people to contrast
their small flowers with those of the Cherry Plum which has been out for
several weeks.
Also new this week are flowers on the rare female Butterbur plants by the
Langbrook Stream at Langstone
Other Wildlife includes some comments on wild Polecats which are now an
unseen part of wildlife in most parts of England and the amusing story of
basking Adders falling off cliff ledges and having a long climb back to their
favoured basking places.
BIRDS

Great Crested Grebe: On Mar 8 only 20 of these could be seen in Rye Bay from
the shore of Pett Level - a sudden and dramatic disappearance of the huge winter
flock here which peaked at an estimated 500 birds on Feb 8 (and that was only a
fraction of the 3000+ birds wintering in the area between Hastings and
Folkestone). Having written the above in my Mid-week Summary I found that the
Mar 13 entry on the Sandwich Bay website reported a flock of 320 on the sea
there but other entries indicated that these were passing birds.
Slavonian Grebe: More than 12 were on the sea off Pagham Harbour on Mar 11
and one was still on the Lymington shore on Mar 14
Black-necked Grebe: Birds in the Dorset area were down to just 7 in Studland
Bay on Mar 13 but there were 16 in the Torbay area of Devon on Mar 11
Cormorant: Two seen flying over the well watched Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on Mar 14 were carrying nesting material, probably indicating the
beginning of a new nesting colony here
Bittern: On Mar 13 there were still two of these in Poole Harbour at Hatch Pond
and the RSPB Dungeness reserve reported at least one seen there in the
preceding week
Cattle Egret: The Puckpool area bird on the Isle of Wight was still present on
Mar 14 and there were still at least six in Devon, two in Cornwall and one in the
Scillies this week
Little Egret: The only report showing the expected spring rise in numbers this
week comes from Shillingstone in the Stour valley upstrean from Blandford where
there were 18 on Mar 11 and 28 on Mar 13
Great White Egret: None reported from southern England this week and over
in Holland the peak count of 29 birds at Strabrechtse Heide on Mar 9 was down
to 28 on Mar 11 and to just 2 on Mar 14 (though this may be just a quirk of the
Trektellen reporting method which separates counts of birds on passage from
those present at a site - maybe 2 flew over but up to 30 were present on the
ground, unreported, but reports of a total of 4 more birds passing over three
other Dutch sites that day does indicate that the flock may have been
dispersing).
Purple Heron: One recorded at a Dutch site on Mar 10
White Stork: 14 in the Paris area on Mar 13 were presumably arriving migrants
as were 3 at a Dutch site
Spoonbill: Mar 13 seems to have brought a wave of these into northern Europe
with a count of 18 at one Dutch site and 14 at another (but 12 at a different

Dutch site on Mar 12). In England 6 were still in Poole Harbour at Arne on Mar 8,
4 were at a Devon site on Mar 10 and 1 was at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Mar 13
Black Swan: One was seen with Canada Geese on Mar 11 in Chichester
Marina (close to Birdham) where a Bar-headed Goose was seen on Mar 8
Barnacle Goose: Two were seen in the Gosport area of Portsmouth Harbour
during the Mar 14 WeBS count - they have been around there since the New Year
if not longer.
Brent Goose: These started to fly east past Dungeness on Jan 31 (2200
departed on that day). During February six more 'departure flights' were reported
there but none were of more than 500 birds seen. Mar 1 brought another surge
with over 2360 birds passing and since then counts have been 647 on Mar 4, 360
on Mar 8 and 400 on Mar 10 (These counts are of course only an indication of
the total numbers moving east - many will have gone unrecorded at Dungeness for intance 3370 went past Cap Gris-Nez on Feb 26 and many of the birds seen
passing other English coastal sites may have passed Dungeness unseen). There
were still 260 around the Hayling Oysterbeds on Mar 14 and 165 flew past Selsey
Bill that day (and 827 flew along the Dutch coast) but the supply in other places
is drying up - only 16 were seen in the Black Point area of Hayling that day when
just 6 were seen in the upper reaches of the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester
where there had been 140 on Mar 10.
Black Brant: One was still in the Priddy's Hard area of Gosport on Mar 14 and
singles were at both Farlington Marshes and Titchfield Haven on Mar 13
Red-breasted Goose: The bird that was in the Lymington area from Oct 31 to
Feb 4 then appeared in the West Wittering area on Feb 12 but now seems to
have left there after a final sighting on Mar 8. Last year it left the Wittering
area on Mar 6 after being there throughout the winter (from 24 Nov 2007) but in
the winter before that it was more adventurous, starting in the Weymouth area
from Nov 4 to 12 before appearing in Poole Harbour on Nov 29 and staying there
to Jan 25, then moving to Lymington for a few days before a one day appearance
in the Weymouth area on Feb 15 only to shoot back to south Hayling and on to
Wittering until Feb 28 after which it vanished.
Shelduck: The number seen in the area between Langstone and Emsworth in
Jan and Feb varies but does not normally nowadays exceed 40 birds so a count
of 60 all in one flock on the Langstone east shore on Mar 10 suggested that these
were transient birds on the move from their wintering area back to breeding
areas and on Mar 11 there were 106 of them in the Langstone area (almost
certainly a new wave as the majority of these were west of the village). This
movement co-incides with the appearance of a pair on the Budds Farm pools
where there had been none earlier in the winter (and where one or two pairs
normally breed). Birds were still moving up to Mar 14 when 57 were seen on the

east Gosport shore though I only saw two in the Hayling Oysterbeds area that
day.
Mandarin: A pair were on the river Meon within the Titchfield Haven reserve on
Mar 13 - this species has not been reported here in recent years and I wonder if
this pair will be tempted to stay?
Wigeon: The very large numbers present at many sites up to Mar 1 has
dramatically dropped off since then - on Mar 9 I only found one in the
Broadmarsh area and none were anywhere on the South Moors shore. There
were still 40 at Rye Harbour on Mar 14 (but there had been 570 there last
month).
Gadwall: On Mar 9 there were 5 pairs on Bedhampton Mill pool and on Mar 11
there were still at least half a dozen on the Budds Farm pools.
The absence of Mallard on the Bedhampton Mill pool coupled with the
large number of Gadwall showed the recent dramatic increase in
Gadwall numbers in southern England - I have a copy of John Taverner's
1962 book "Wildfowl in Hampshire" which classifies Gadwall as 'A very scarce and
irregular winter visitor' and which begins the species account with the sentence ..
"Apart from extreme rarities, there is no more uncommon duck in Hampshire." In
contrast this book classifies Smew as 'An uncommon winter visitor becoming
more frequent in hard weather' and records the presence of up to 100 in
Hampshire in 1956. Since writing that in mid-week I see that on Mar 13 Brian
Fellows found 7 of these birds on the Fishbourne Mill Pond where I have not seen
them before.
Pintail: Despite rapidly declining numbers of these at most sites there were
more than 50 in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Mar 13 (though I
suspect these were transient birds)
Garganey: The first pair to reach Britain this year were at Dungeness on Mar 11
(when one more turned up in Holland - that bird was still there on Mar 14 when
another two had arrived at a different Durch site)
Shoveler: There were still at least four on the Budds Farm pools on Mar 11 (32
had been reported here in January) but perhaps of more interest locally has been
the appearance of this species on the flood in the pony field south of Wade Court
(and north of Langstone pond) - a couple of males were first seen here on Jan 20
and have been seen occasionally since right up to Mar 10 when one was present
Scaup: One was still at Titchfield Haven on Mar 13 and what is thought to be its
companion was still at the Chichester Daryton pit lake on Mar 11 while another
was at Rooksbury Lake at Andover on Mar 12 and 13 (it has been there since the
New Year).
Long-tailed Duck: The Chichester Harbour pair were still present (seen from
Mill Rythe) on Mar 8

Surf Scoter: The female bird that has been wintering in Devon was still off
Dawlish Warren on Mar 10
Osprey: Other than the unconfirmed sighting of one seen from a train in the
Itchen Valley on Mar 2 I have not yet heard of any reaching Britain but on Mar 14
one of the radio tagged Scottish birds was at a site in the Pyrenees area where
she paused for a few days on her journey south last autumn - check out
http://www.roydennis.org/Beatrice.htm and scroll down to see where she has got
to as the days pass (the Home Page link at the head of this page will take you to
links to other Osprey tracking projects)
Merlin: These are still at coastal wintering sites and one at Farlington Marshes
was seen to catch a Skylark on Mar 10
Common Crane: No news from England but a measure of the build up of the
migration over the near continent can be gained from the Trektellen website
which reported 16 in Holland on Feb 26, 30 in Germany on Mar 4 and 35 in
Belgium on Mar 13 leaping to 120 birds in Belgium on Mar 14
Golden Plover: 150 were still at Maiden Castle in Dorset on Mar 8 and 200 at
Rye Harbour on Mar 10
Ruff: The lone bird that has been in the Fishbourne Channel at Chichester since
Jan 11 was still there on Mar 14
Snipe: A report of 86 found on the Portsmouth Harbour Gosport shore during
the WeBS count on Mar 14 was a surprise (probably transient birds stopping off
at the Defence Munitions site at Bedenham)
Black-tailed Godwit: Two large flocks in different areas of the Fishbourne
Channel at Chichester on Mar 14 had a total of over 300 birds where there are
normally only just over 100 birds.
Spotted Redshank: The Nore Barn bird at Emsworth was still present on Mar
14 (when 2 were still at Lymington) but the Greenshank which has been its
regular companion has not been reported since Mar 11
Green Sandpiper: One was seen in the River Rother east of Petersfield on Mar
10
Great Skua: These were being seen every few days up to Feb 14 but none have
been reported since then until Mar 9 when one ws off Portland
Med Gull: These have been back in the north Hayling and Langstone area since
mid-Feb but it was not until Mar 11 that I saw a summer plumaged adult resting
on the mud just off the Royal Oak at Langstone - numbers should soon build up
here. At the Oysterbeds more than 106 were present on Mar 13
Little Gull: Their southward spring passage along the French coast and through
the Netherlands has increased in the past couple of weeks - 173 went past Cap
Gris-Nez on Mar 2 but on Mar 11 one Dutch site reported 639 passing. In

England, in addition to the occasional bird seen at Dungeness, and adult was
inland at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood on Mar 12
Iceland Gull: The Poole Harbour bird was still in the Holes Bay area on Mar 8,
and on Mar 12 one was present in Cornwall and another on the Scillies. The
Dungeness bird was still being seen on Mar 13 (no Glaucous Gulls reported since
Mar 1)
Kumlein's Gull: One was still being reported in the Scillies on Mar 12 - for nongull-watchers like me the Kumlein's Gull is a small version of an Iceland Gull with
a sloping forehead and dark tips to its outer primaries
Glaucous Gull: The only bird reported this week was at Newlyn in Cornwall on
Mar 9
Kittiwake: On Mar 8 some 30 birds were already around nest sites on the cliffs
at Seaford
Sandwich Tern: An indication of the build up of arriving summer birds comes
from Rye Harbour where 7 were seen on Mar 12 and 26 were present on Mar 14.
Some of those passing up the English Channel will eventually start to enter our
Solent Harbours (probably not until April) but at the moment any seen in them
are likely to be ones that have wintered here.
Puffin: Two birds seen off the Dancing Ledge of the Dorset Coast west of
Swanage may have been the same two seen off Portland on Mar 8
Snowy Owl: One was still being reported in Cornwall on Mar 9
Skylark: Of local interest only I heard my first Skylark song from a bird above
the Warblington Farm fields on Mar 10
Sand Martin: I have now seen 11 reports of these with the first being in East
Sussex on Feb 27 - numbers started to shoot up on Mar 12 with a count of 15
over a Cornish reservoir and on Mar 13 there were more than 50 at Radipole
(Weymouth), then on Mar 14 the Blashford Lakes in Hampshire had 20+
Swallow: First for the year was reported from the Scilly Isles on Mar 10 and
there were two there on Mar 12 but the only other report I have seen so far is of
one in Belgium on Mar 14
House Martin: After an isolated first at Weymouth on Mar 7 the only other
report so far is of one on the Scillies on Mar 12
Tree Pipit: What is probably the earliest ever for Hampshire was seen and heard
singing on the west edge of the New Forest near Ringwood on Mar 11
Meadow Pipit: Another small surge of arrivals on Mar 14 with 96 in off the sea
at Selsey Bill and more than 75 at Christchurch Harbour
Yellow Wagtail: The European race birds (subspecies flava - ours in Britain are
flavissima) started to arrive in the Low Countries on Mar 13 and on Mar 14 a total

of 5 birds were reported from four sites - these are called Blue-headed Wagtails
on the Trektellen website as the flava race birds do have a blue grey crown and
nape where our birds are yellowish green or brown on their heads
White Wagtail: Their passage is now under way with with reports from
Weymouth, Worthing and Selsey Bill on Mar 13 and 14
Dipper: One was seen on the Dorset coast near Lyme Regis on Mar 8 reminding
me that these birds do occasionally appear in Hampshire (a pair bred on the River
Test at Romsey in 1991 and 1992 while 1993 saw a long staying winter bird in
the Tanner's Brook in Southampton as well as another Test valley report where at
least one was seen in 1994, then there were reports from both the Romsey area
and Meonstoke in the Meon valley during 1995, a single bird was in the Test
valley in 1996 and 1997 and there was one near Basingstoke in the Overton area
by the source of the R Test in December 2003)
Bluethroat: One was seen at a Dutch site on Mar 13
Wheatear: Portland reported 8 on Mar 13 when there were reports of singles at
three other sites. Mar 14 brought reports from 12 sites with more than 10 at
Worthing, at least 13 on the Hayling Bay shore and 30 at Christchurch Harbour.
Also that day one was seen in north Hampshire at Ashley Warren
Ring Ouzel: No migrants have reached us yet (one seen in Cornwall on Mar 12
is thought to have wintered there) but one at a Belgian site on Mar 14 may be
heading our way
Song Thrush: An increase in temperature on Mar 10 seems to have restarted
Song Thrush song and I read that a nest built near Lewes in late February had
two eggs in it by Mar 8.
Redwing: One was singing in the Sandwich Bay area on Mar 11 - unlike the
attractive Starling-like chattering sub-song of flocks getting ready to leave us I
am not familiar with the full song
Mistle Thrush: One singing strongly at Forestside Church near Stansted Forest
on Mar 12 was only the fourth report of song that I have come across so far this
year (I have not heard it) and this is a measure of the dramatic decrease in
numbers of this species
Zitting Cisticola (was called Fan-tailed Warbler): One reported flying south
at a Dutch site on Mar 13 (one of these paid a brief visit to north Kent on 13 Sep
2008 and was only the sixth for Britain).
Chiffchaff: These seem to have been arriving as migrants since Feb 27 and I
think I had my first encounter with one at Langstone Mill Pond on Mar 10 - it was
in Alders around the pond where I have not encountered one earlier in the year,
it was calling persistently in the late afternoon when a resident bird would
probably have been silent, and this is a typical coastal site where the first
migrants pause to restock their stomachs (or crops!) after a journey. Mar 14

brought a surge in sightings indicating a major arrival and on that day
birds were heard singing in the Fishbourne area near Chichester, at Langstone
village and at the Blashford Lakes
Firecrest: Goldcrest have been singing occasionally for some time but
Firecrest have only been reported in song on Mar 9 and 12, both times at
Christchurch Harbour
Marsh Tit: These seem to be disappearing from the local scene in the same way
that Willow Tits have already done. So far this year I have only seen 20 reports
of the species but I am glad to say that two of these came from the Hollybank
Woods at Emsworth where Brian Fellows came on at least one on Jan 24 and Mar
11. (The only report of song so far is of one bird at Sowley Pond near Lymington
on Feb 14)
Penduline Tit: A male has ben present in Devon for some time and was seen
near Paignton on Mar 11
Rook: The nesting season is now firmly under way for these birds- on Mar 9 and
10 Brian Fellows noted lots of activity at two local rookeries in Emsworth and the
Ems valley, then noted more than 100 nests at the Forestside church rookery on
Mar 12 and on Mar 14 found 18 more nests in trees beside the main approach
road to Bosham village.
Siskin: First report of song came from a bird at Hastings on Mar 7 and on Mar
10 song was noted at Pulborough Brooks
Common (or Mealy) Redpoll: One of these larger, paler birds has been seen
with Lessser Redpolls at the Eastleigh Lakes site from Mar 11 to 14
Snow Bunting: Despite warmer weather one was still present at a Cornish site
on Mar 9 and one (maybe the same bird??) was seen in Holland on Mar 14
INSECTS
Butterflies
A Brimstone was in my Havant garden for the first time on Mar 15 and other
species seen this week are Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and
Comma - nothing new to report yet!
Moths
Depressaria daucella (0670): First report for the year comes from
Pagham Harbour on Mar 10
Shoulder Stripe (1746 Anticlea badiata): First in Thanet on Mar 13
Red-green Carpet (1760 Chloroclysta siterata): First sighting of a
female (males fail to overwinter but females survive to lay their eggs now)
at Park Corner Heath near Eastbourne on Mar 8
Early Thorn (1917 Selenia dentaria): First at Pulborough Brooks on
Mar 11
Dark Sword-grass (2091Agrotis ipsilon): First at Portland on Mar 11

Red Chestnut (2139 Cerastis rubricosa): First at Friston (Eastbourne)
on Mar 11
Powdered Quaker (2186 Orthosia gracilis): First at Pagham Harbour
on Mar 10
Clouded Drab (2188 Othosia incerta): First at Rngmer near Lewes on
Mar 9
Twin-spotted Quaker (2189 Orthosia munda): First also at Ringmer
on Mar 9
Tawny Pinion (2235 Lithophane semibrunnea): First at Pagham
Harbour on Mar 10
Pale Pinion (2236 Lithophane socia): First at Ringmer near Lewes on
Mar 11
Other Insects
Mining Bees: On Mar 13 Durlston reported the appearance of soil heaps
indicating active burrowing by some bee species
PLANTS
Hairy Violet: This downland species may be out on Portsdown by now but the
first report of flowering comes from Durlston on Mar 13 (Sweet Violets are out
on Portsdown)
Sweet Violet: This can appear in at least four colour forms (standard deep
violet, a pale version of the standard form, a pink flowered form and a pure white
form) Neither of the last two forms have been seen yet and it seems that my
report of the pink form was in fact an error - what had been found were the
pale violet plants which have a pinkish tinge to their flowers and the mistake
arose because large clumps of the pale violet form occur in the Nore Barn wood
at Emsworth close to where the pink flowers will hopefully appear later)
Storks-bill: First flowers for the year seen at Broadmarsh on Mar 9
Blackthorn: One young tree in Havant had the first flowers I know of this year
open on Mar 10 and next day several of the bushes planted alongside the path
from Southmoor Lane into the Langstone South Moors nature reserve had their
first flowers open allowing me to compare that size of their flowers (around 8mm
across) with those of the Cherry Plum blossom on trees beside Southmoor Lane
(nearly 2 cm across)
Horse Chestnut: Mar 10 saw the first leaf buds split open and tiny green
tips of leaves appearing for the first time.
English Elm: On Mar 11 there was a purple haze of flowers around those trees
that were still alive and overhanging the Langbrook stream immediately south of
the west end of Mill Lane at Langstone

Cow Parsley: Occasional plants flower sporadically through the winter but Mar
10 seems to have marked the start of the general flowering season with three or
four plants having newly open flowers along the southern stretch of Wade Lane
at Langstone
Moschatel: Last week plants with flowers not yet open were found in the
Hookheath Nature Reserve at the north foot of Portsdown and on Mar 13 a good
cluster of plants with open flowers ('Town Hall Clocks') were found in an ancient
lane south of Horndean
Butterbur: No general flowering of the male flowers at Emsworth Brook
Meadow nor at the Racton road junction in the Ems valley (only the few spikes
forced up by rising water in a ditch there and which were already in flower on
Feb 14). By the Langbrook stream in Langstone however at least 31 spikes of
the unusual female plants had pushed up and were starting to flower on Mar
11.
Alpine Squill: Last week I reported the presence of five plants about to open
their flowers in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth and on Mar 11 Brian Fellow
found flowers fully open on two of six plants
Hairy Woodrush: Several plants were in flower in The Holt wood between
Rowlands Castle and Horndean on Mar 13
OTHER WILDLIFE
Polecat: Bob Chapman reports the find of a dead Polecat on a road from
Ringwood to Bransgore on Mar 12 and this may be further proof of the ongoing
recovery and spread of wild Polecats throughout Britain but not every
animal which looks like a Polecat is a true member of the species. The dark
bandit-like face mask of a Polecat is the main feature distinguishing the
species from a Ferret but Polecats do interbreed with Ferrets so
identification of a true wild Polecat is difficult but several reports that I have
heard in recent years seem to indicate that the species is increasingly present in
Hampshire and is breeding in the wild (the only evidence I have seen for this
comes from the find of a dead lactating female on a road in the Test valley some
years ago). The following extract from the Worcestershire Biological Records
Centre website ( http://wbrc.org.uk/WorcRecd/Issue7/polecat.htm ) concerns
Worcestershire but shows that these animals are now present throughout much
of the UK
Polecats Are On Their Way Back by Johnny Birks of The Vincent Wildlife
Trust
The polecat, the mammalogists' spiritual equivalent of the quintessentially Welsh
Red Kite, is recovering well in Britain. That is one conclusion from a major study
recently published by The Vincent Wildlife Trust (VWT). The report, The
Distribution and Status of the Polecat Mustela putorius in Britain in the 1990s, by

Johnny Birks and Andrew Kitchener, includes a review of previous distribution
surveys, the findings of a new survey, development of a method to monitor
variations in abundance based on live-trapping by volunteers, a summary of the
relationship between polecats and ferrets, and a description of a study of polecat
ecology on lowland farmland in England (part of which was carried out in
Worcestershire).
The VWT distribution survey produced over one thousand records from the
1990s, 68% of which were road casualties. Many of these were collected by
naturalists (thanks to all who helped in Worcestershire) for us to confirm their
identity as either true polecats or ferret hybrids. Records of true polecats came
from 228 'new' 10-km squares (several of which were in Worcestershire),
confirming continuation of the encouraging recovery after nearextinction at the beginning of this century. Worcestershire is now
completely repopulated by true polecats (a process which probably
began in the far west of the county in the 1960s), although feral ferrets
and hybrids will always occur from time to time as a result of ferrety
escapes or releases.
Stoat: A report of a 'Stoat on a Boat' at Sandwich Bay on Mar 11 amused me presumably the boat was in someway accessible from dry land.
Grey Seal: According to one confident observer there was a Grey Seal bull in
the entrance to Chichester Harbour on Mar 8 - I hope he is not planning a
takeover of the long-established Common Seal colony in the harbour.
Hare: Two were seen on the Sussex Downs just north of Worthing on Mar 14
Common Newt: These should all have roused from hibernation and be back at
(or certainly heading for) breeding ponds by now but this overland journey from
the winter hideaway to the safety of water exposes the animals to other threats
as well as road accidents - one Newt which was found on the pavement outside
Brian Fellow's house in Emsworth on Friday Mar 13 was in a dessicated state
(probably just hungry after hibernation) and had an injury to the top of its left
back leg. I would guess that this injury came from the beak of a bird which had
perhaps caught the Newt in Brook Meadow but had dropped it onto Bridge Road
when being harried by others keen to get the prey for themselves. (That is of
course only one of many possibilities - one of which would by capture by a Cat
which did not relish the taste of Newt meat)
Adder: Reports of basking Adders are now common but I was amused to read
that two of five which had been basking on cliff ledges at Durlston fell off their
ledges and had to spend a long time clambering back up the cliffs!
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 9 - 15 (WEEK 10 OF 2009)
Sat 14 Mar
News of a Barn Owl on Hayling North Common

In Havant this morning I found the display of Whitlowgrass in Waterloo Road
to be at its peak and well worth a look on both sides of the entrance to the
private carpark for the office block at the North Street end of the road. I also
noted Coltsfoot flowering just south of where the Billy Trail crosses New Lane
south of the modern level crossing and found more White Comfrey and Thale
Cress.
This afternoon I cycled to the Oysterbeds and on via Daw Lane and Copse road
to come back to the bridge through Northney.
Crossing the bridge to Hayling with the tide high it seemed there was not a bird
in sight but I did see a dozen Brent along the Northney shore and a couple of
dozen in 'Texaco Bay' before reaching the old rail line - by the time I was past
the Oysterbeds and Stoke Bay I had seen at least 260.
Also seen here were four Merganser, two Shelduck and one Curlew plus lots
of Gulls including a couple of Herring Gulls and the magnificent sight of more
than 50 adult Med Gulls in their summer plumage on the tern nest island in
the lagoon.
Continuing south the sunlit yellow Gorse flowers were almost as exciting a sight
as the snow white plumage of the Med Gulls with their jet-black heads and
scarlet bills and when I reached Daw Lane there was yet more bright colour from
the Charlock and Rape flowers in the arable field, the Celandines and
Primroses on the northern ditch bank which turned into a superb display of
Intermediate and then Greater Periwinkle flowers at the main road end.
Across the road, in the grounds of the Yew Tree pub, I found that the pen which
once held a Vietnamese Pot-bellied Pig now has two very attractive
piglets - one with the reddish ground colour of a Tamworth and the other a
more conventional whitish pink.
A brief stop at the North Common site gave me little other than the sight of two
Swans still in the marina area - will they nest on the saltings here as a pair did
many years ago? As I was leaving the Common I had a brief conversation with
two local residents who told me that a Barn Owl had been hunting in this
area at least twice in the past week - on both occasions towards dusk
Fri 13 Mar
Moschatel and Hairy Woodrush in flower
My only finds today were made in the Pyle Farm area east of the main road from
Rowlands Castle to Horndean. The minor road going east from the Horndean
road goes down into a dip before rising again where it passes Pyle Farm and the
roadside in this dip retains a variety of woodland flowers including Moschatel
and (later) Goldilocks Buttercup but today I could only find Moschatel
leaves here so I took the field path south to The Holt woodland in which I came
across fresh flowers on Hairy Woodrush.
Returning to the Pyle Farm road I turned left and then right up the continuation
of the path towards Horndean and here, where the path squeezes by a big Gas
Pressure Reduction works, I found many Moschatel plants holding up
round, unopen, flower buds but among them were at least half a dozen
with fully open 'Town Hall Clock' flowers.

Wed 11 Mar
Female Butterbur, Elm flowers and the first Blackthorn blossom
A walk to Budds Farm and back this afternoon had a triple bill of new flowers
with good show of the female Butterbur flowers by the Langbroook stream,
an equally good show of colourful flowers on the English Elms further down
stream just below Mill Lane and newly open Blackthorn flowers on the young
trees planted alongside the path from Southmoor Lane into the South Moors
area.
The Butterbur flowers were genuinely the first of the female type which I have
seen this year. They are very unsual in the south - I read that the only native
female plants are to be found in Lancashire despite the male plants being
widely common in every county (how did the males get there and how do they
survive without females?). These plants by the Langbrook stream were
introduced by ecologists employed by IBM when they acquired the land to build
their factory.
The Elm flowers have been in bud since early February and I claimed that they
were starting to open on Feb 7 but they have made no further progress until now
when they have suddenly burst into a beautiful purple haze covering those tree
which are still alive among the ones which have died of the Dutch Elm disease
fungus. With the Blackthorn I actually saw a couple of flowers on a tree beside
the Billy Trail in Havant yesterday though its bark did not have the black look that
it should and the tree had been planted there so I was dubious and did not
record it.
Birds seen today included two Snipe on the South Moors (where there is still
only 1 Marsh Marigold plant though it had eleven buds as well as a single
open flower - before the factories were built I remember the glorious sight of
some 600 Kingcup plants flowering here!). On the shore there were still
plenty of Brent (at least 250) and today I counted 100 Shelduck in total (64 at
the mouth of the Langbrook and at least 42 east of Langstone) - there was also a
very noisy party of piping Oystercatchers on the South Moors side and a
beautiful adult summer plumage Med Gull among the Black-headed
outside the Royal Oak in the village. Also seen on the South Moors were six
Meadow Pipits - five disturbed from the shore and then flying high north were
presumably passge birds but there was another which perched on the fence posts
giving some hope that there will be at least a pair breeding here this spring. My
final note was of the call of an unseen Buzzard from the thick dome of the
Monterey Pine in which they nested last year.
Tue 10 Mar
My first spring migrant Chiffchaff at Langstone
This afternoon I walked to Warblington Church and on across the fields to Nore
Barn, returning along the shore to Langstone Pond before going home via Wade
Lane.

Although Common Whitlowgrass has been flowering in Waterloo Road by
Havant rail station since Feb 16 it was good to see the first flowers today on a
few plants in the road entrance to the Havant Arts Centre, and at the southern
end of the carpark on the Billy Trail I found garden escape Lungwort flowering
under the Hawthorn bushes where you turn left onto the path to Warblington.
Climbing the approach to the Pook Lane footbridge over the A27 I noted the first
leaf buds had just burst open on a Horse chesnut tree, and at the foot of
the descent on the south side a large plant of Cow Parsley was in flower (as
were at least three more as I came up the seaward end of Wade Lane under
what is now an eye-catching display of Cherry Plum blossom).
My next notes were made in the eastern field of Warblington Farm were I met
Nik Knight and stopped for a chat. While there I heard my first Skylark song
of the year (a bit late as the first song was reported in mid-January) and the
first Song Thrush song for some time. We both watched a Fox hunting at
the north end of the field we were in - a little later it came back down the
hedgerow towards us and caused a cock Pheasant to dash out from the hedge
into the middle of the field from where it noisly scolded the Fox which just sat
and looked at it.
In Nore Barn wood I had a look for the pink Violets which I am told had been
found last Saturday but I still could not see any (I think it is too early to give up
hope as the White and Pink forms generally flower much later - often not
till April). North of the Pink Violet area I did find two large clumps of an
intermediate form in flower (by the path along the north side of the wood
there are many of the normal deep violet coloured flowers - south of them
are two patches with all the flowers a pale violet colour, very 'washed out'
but not in the least 'pink')
Off the West Parade shore I could see perhaps 60 Brent and just a couple of
Teal were in the creeks off the woods but by the time I reached Langstone I had
passed some 200 Brent and, close to the Langstone end, there was an
impressive show of 60 Shelduck but the only other waders were one flock of 15
Dunlin and one or two Redshank and Grey Plover with at least one
Merganser in the small open water channel.
Nearing the Langstone Pond I could hear strong and persistent Chiffchaff
calls apparently coming from the Alders on the north side of the pond but even
when I was seemingly within a few yards of the bird I could not see it nevertheless I am almost certain that this was a newly arrived migrant
(both by its location, its activity at this late afternoon time, and by its urgent
calling for company after the ordeal of its journey during which it probably lost
contact with its companions).
The two Swans were on the pond but not on their nest and in the flooded field
north of the pond there was a single male Shoveler among quite a few Teal
(more of these out on the mud nearby) and Moorhen with a single Heron and
one Egret. Coming past Wade Court another Song Thrush was vocal and a
single Blackbird was heard by the Billy Trail footbridge.
Mon 9 Mar
Bedhampton and Broadmarsh

My outing this afternoon took me past Bedhampton Mill Pool (on which there
were 5 pairs of Gadwall) to Broadmarsh where I cycled to the Farlington
Marshes area before returning.
The tide was exceptionally low and when I came into view of the Chalkdock area
it seemed that the expanse of exposed mud was devoid of both wildfowl and
waders though by the time I got to the Farlington Marshes area I had probably
seen more than 400 Brent and 3 Shelduck but only a single Wigeon and no
waders other than a few Redshank.
There were plenty of gull with Med Gulls heard among the Black-headed
(these now mostly having full black head plumage) and a few Common and
Herring.
Just one addition to my year lists today - the first flowering Stork's Bill near
the Broadmarsh Slipway
SUMMARY FOR MAR 2 - 8 (WEEK 9 OF 2009)
Late News: A scan of the internet on Sunday evening after completing the
Weekly Summary below gave me the following extra highlights ...
House Martin: First of the year at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Mar 7 (and a
'new' Cattle Egret in the Wareham area that day)
Puffin: The first of the year was back at Portland on Mar 7 (as noted
below) and it was joined by a second bird on Mar 8
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: A pair were seen at the Rotherlands
Nature Reserve by the River Rother east of Petersfield on Mar 8
Scaup: In the Summary below I suggest that one of the two birds that
have been at Titchfield Haven left on Mar 1 or 2 to appear on the Drayton
Pit at Chichester on Mar 2. We now have confimation that only one was still
at Titchfield on Mar 8
Bar-tailed Godwit: One was seen in full summer plumage at Northney on
the north Hayling shore on Mar 7 (probably one of those eccentric birds
which does not adopt a winter plumage rather than one in very advanced
moult)
Common Gull: Trevor Carpenter has photos to show that a mal-formed
Common Gull has survived at Farlington Marshes from last October until
now. The bird has its head on 'upside down' so that in flight the eyes and
bill point upwards - it is as if someone had wrung the bird's neck, twisting it
through 180 degrees without severing the spinal nerves.
New Flowers: On Mar 7 John Goodspeed found both Moschatel and
Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage about to open their flower buds at
Hookheath (north foot of Portsdown near the River Wallington)

Highlights: Little Egret numbers are starting to increase as spring
advances and at least one new Great White Egret seems to have arrived in
Britain while the small colony of what is assumed to be this species in Holland
has grown to 30 birds.
No Swans are yet on their natural nests but one has made a good attempt
to invade a human bedroom in Emsworth while a Great Spotted
Woodpecker has also alarmed the residents of another house by
drumming on the metal TV aerial attaced to the roof.
Also seen near Emsworth was a smart male Hen Harrier and from the Scilly
Isles we have some stunning pictures of a Gyr Falcon eating a duck it has just
caught.
Still with oddities we have a pure albino Curlew at Pagham. A welcome spring
arrival was a Puffin at Portland while more normal spring migrants now with us
are Sand Martin, Wheatear and Chiffchaff plus an unusually early Lesser
Whitethroat. Long-tailed Tits are now nest building (and I heard one
singing for the first time in my life!)
Six butterfly species have been seen on the wing this week, among them a
Small White and half a dozen Small Tortoiseshells. Just one new moth
species (Angle Shades) was reported during the week
New flowers for the year seen this week were Barren Strawberry, Green
Alkanet, White Comfrey and Alpine Squill
Hares have been seen 'boxing' and at least one clump of Frogspawn has
hatched into Tadpoles. Reptile firsts for the year are Grass Snake, Common
Lizard and Wall Lizard. The last item to catch my eye was a misprint - Roe
Deer invading a garden on Portsdown were aptly described as 'Rose
Deer' (after all garden roses are one of their favourite foods)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: Confirmation that the birds that have been reported
heading east through the channel are going north up our east coast comes in a
count of 82 seen heading north past Spurn point in Yorkshire on Feb 28 (on Feb
26 201 flew past Cap Gris-Nez)
Great Crested Grebe: I think the large winter flocks on the sea are now
thinning out but there were still 158 on the sea off Sandwich Bay onn Mar 4
(many said to be in summer plumage). Over in Holland one site reported 274
birds flying south on Mar 3
Red-necked Grebe: One was off Puckpool Point (north east corner of IoW) on
Mar 7 - possibly the same bird that was off Southsea Castle from Feb 4 to 8 and
was then seen acoss Spithead in the Puckpool area before returning to Southsea
on Feb 11 but which has not been reported since Feb 23

Slavonian Grebe: On Mar 1 four flew east off Selsey Bill and I guess a lot more
have been on the move to bring 20 to the sea off Pagham Harbour on Mar 5
Black-necked Grebe: The number in Studland Bay (where there were 37 on
Feb 20) was down to 2 on Mar 3 (with 5 there on Mar 4) but the 2 birds at the
Blashford Lakes were still present on Mar 6 (this species does occasionally breed
in Hampshire)
Balearic Shearwater: Three birds glimpsed at Milford on sea on Mar 3 through
a car windscreen in a howling gale and driving rain were initially reported as
Manx Shearwaters but the observer was happy to agree that they might well
have been the more likely Balearic Shearwaters of which there have been 17
south coast reports so far this year from Dorset, Isle of Wight, Sussex and Kent
(so far no Manx have been seen along this coast this year). If they were Balearic
they were the first for Hampshire this year.
Bittern: The last of the birds at the Blashford Lakes is thought to have left soon
after the last reported sighting on Mar 4 but there have been reports from at
least four other sites this week
Cattle Egret: The Isle of Wight bird was still present on Mar 7 and I see that
there has been one on the Scillies up to Mar 3 at least
Little Egret: On Feb 27 there were 26 birds in the night roost at Rye Harbour
but by Mar 6 that number had increased to 38 showing that the expected spring
increase in numbers at our coastal sites has started
Great White Egret: One spent the best part of the day on Mar 2 at the edge of
the 'Scrape' at Farlington Marshes but flew off north east at 5:27 pm. - maybe
the same bird was at the Lewes Brooks by the Sussex Ouse on Mar 6 The bird
which was at the Blashford Lakes from Jan 1 to 14 has not been seen since then.
In my summary for Week 6 I commented on my attempts to identify which
species was being reported from sites in Holland under the name Great White
Heron - my conclusion then was that, although there is an American species
called Great White Heron it does not visit Europe, they were referring to Great
White Egret. Reports of Great White Heron at the site called Strabrechtse Heide
have increased from 11 on Feb 11 through 19 on Feb 19 to 26 on Feb 26 and 29
on Mar 4 with one or two birds at other Dutch sites and my latest thought
(sparked by the news from Rye Harbour of increasing numbers of Little Egrets
there) that Great White Heron may in fact be their name for Little Egret (but this
is definitely not the case as they have Little Egret separately on their species list
with many reports from northern France).
Spoonbill: The flock of up to 13 birds that were in Poole Harbour in the first
week of January dimished to no more than 5 in Dorset until Mar 1 when 6 were
in the Arne area with another 2 at Lodmoor. This apparent influx co-incided with
the arrival of one at Titchfield Haven on Mar 2 (first for the year anywhere in
Hampshire)

Mute Swan: Still no definite reports of birds sitting on nests but more than one
pair have been showing interest in nests recently. Maybe one bird thought it was
due for an upgrade to a comfortable human bedroom for its nest site - on Mar 1
one crashed into the bedroom window of a house in North Street at Emsworth
while the human residents were still in bed - the noise got them out of bed to
arrange a rescue operation for the bird that was trapped on the first floor balcony
outside the window. The rescuers reported that the bird had no obvious injuries
and it was soon released in a more appropriate location
Bewick's Swan: A flock of 25 was seen departing east from Pulborough Brooks
on Feb 21 and I have seen no mention of this species in the Rye area since Feb
18 but a group of 10 were still in the Harbridge area of the Avon valley near
Ringwood on Mar 4
Pinkfoot Goose: Another indication of departing winter wildfowl comes from
Spurn Point on the Yorkshire coast where a site record was set on Feb 28 with a
count of 1835 Pinkfoot flying north in a two hour period.
Snow Goose: The flock of around 25 birds seen flying over Rye Bay on Mar 1
was seen again on Mar 5 at Scotney Court on the Kent/Sussex border - in the
flock were five juveniles and a single Emperor goose (this latter seems to turn
the scales in favour of the birds being escapees)
Barnacle Goose: The single bird which has been at Farlington Marshes for some
time was joined by two more on Mar 2
Brent Goose: Mar 1 saw a big push east by these geese with 2360 passing
Dungeness after 314 went by on Feb 28. Across the channel one Dutch site
reported 934 going north on Mar 3 when there were still around 300 along the
west coast of Hayling Island. Mar 4 saw another 647 passing Dungeness and on
Mar 5 what was probably a transient flock of 150 was in Emsworth harbour area
Red-breasted Goose: Still in the Wittering area on Mar 5
Red-crested Pochard: The male was still at Badminston Common in the New
Forest area near Fawley on Mar 6 when another was seen at the Blashford Lakes
Ring-necked Duck: The female which has been on Little Sea in the Studland
area since Feb 23 was still there on Mar 4 while in East Hampshire the male
which had been on Passfield Pond from Jan 1 to 11 (moving to a pond in the
Frith End area on one day) has re-appeared at Frith End on Mar 3 and was still
there on Mar 7
Scaup: The two males at Titchfield Haven were still there on Mar 1 but maybe
one of them has left as a single male appeared on one of the Chichester pit lakes
(at Drayton) on Mar 2 and was still there on Mar 5 (only one was seen at
Titchfield Haven on Mar 6)
Eider: A lone female has been off West Wittering in Chichester Harbour from Feb
25 to Mar 5 at least but a flock of 70 seen off the mouth of Chichester Harbour

on Feb 28 seems to have been a one off appearance of transient birds. A further
indication of Eider moving back north comes from the German Baltic coast where
1606 birds flew north at a site near Kiel on Mar 4
Long-tailed Duck: The pair which was first seen in Chichester Harbour off east
Hayling on Jan 21 and was seen from Black Point on three more dates up to Feb
7 were seen again from the Mill Rythe area on Feb 15 and were still there on Mar
1. The bird that has been on the sea off Pagham Harbour since Jan 10 was still
there on Mar 5
Velvet Scoter: 18 were seen among many Common Scoter passing
Dungeness on Mar 1 when at least one was still in Dorset waters at Weymouth
Bay. A single was seen off Pagham Harbour on Mar 5.
Smew: Last report from the south coast was dated Feb 24 when a single drake
was at Scotney Court (Rye Harbour) but I see that a pair were at Paxton Pits by
the Bedfordshire Ouse on Mar 4
Goosander: 11 flew north past Spurn Point on the Yorkshire coast on Feb 28 the most ever recorded passing there in one day
Hen Harrier: Among nine reports which I reocorded this week is a good local
sighting of a male going south down the Ems valley in the Racton area - it was
seen flying at a height of around 50 feet (so probably in transit rather than
hunting) over fields behind the houses in Racton hamlet
Sparrowhawk: Migrants are now passing over the Kent coast - on Mar 5 a
group of 3 went high over Dungeness and on Mar 6 four flew over Sandwich Bay
Rough-legged Buzzard: The bird in the Hants/Berks border area north of
Andover was seen again on Mar 7 in a valley west of the hill from which it has
previously been seen - it would not have been visible from the hill but was seen
well from a car on the minor road going north from Netherton to Coombe village
Osprey?: John Clark received a report of one seen in the Itchen Valley water
meadows on Mar 2 from a passenger on a train going from Eastleigh to Botley.
No other sightings anywhere in southern England but I see that Hampshire's
earliest ever date for Osprey was 6 Mar 1954 and Sussex has had one on Mar 7
in the past
Gyr Falcon: No local sightings but there are several magnificent close up photos
of one eating a white (Aylesbury type) domestic duck on one of the Scilly Isles on
Mar 5 and on Mar 4 one flew north over a Dutch coastal site. To see the photos
go to http://www.scilly-birding.co.uk/ and scroll down to an entry for Mar 5
Purple Sandpiper: A count of 20 at Southsea Castle on Mar 7 was the biggest
for the year so far
Woodcock: The first roding bird of the year was seen in the New Forest on
Mar 4

Black-tailed Godwit: Counts on Mar 1 were of 70 at Pulborough Brooks, 120 at
Titchfield Haven, and at least 1625 in the Avon Valley (in past years there have
been over 2000 there) comprising a minimum of 400 present all day at the
Blashford Lakes, another 425 by the river in the Ibsley area, another 400 in the
area south of Ringwood to the Avon Causeway (these later flew north towards
Blashford to account for a peak of 800 there sometime during the day) with
another 400 in the Dorset area south of the Avon Causeway. A flock of 214 at the
Keyhaven Marshes on Mar 4 are probably additional to those in the Avon valley
on Mar 1 and a flock of around 120 in the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester
Harbour on Mar 2 and 4 are almost certainly unconnected to the Avon Valley.
Estimated counts at the Blashford Lakes have been 1200 on Mar 5 and 1450 on
Mar 6
Whimbrel: A wintering bird has been seen in the Fishbourne Channel near
Chichester several times since Jan 20 but on Mar 2 there was a report of two
there (maybe the Church Norton bird has moved there?). Mar 4 brought a report
of one on the Keyhaven Marshes (first report there this year but there was one at
Tanners Lane on the other side of Lymington on Jan 1)
Curlew: A fully white albino bird was seen at the Pagham Harbour north walls
on Mar 1
Redshank: Some were displaying on breeding territory at Pulborough Brooks on
Mar 2
Mediterranean Gull: The first pair to breed in this country did so at the
Beaulieu River gull colony in 1968 - this year there were more than 215 of these
gulls in that area already on Mar 1
Spotted Redshank: The 'tame bird' at the Emsworth Nore Barn site was still
present (with its accompanying Greenshank) on Mar 7
Grey Phalarope: Nothing local but one was seen at the Scillies on Feb 27
Little Gull: A count of 173 passing Cap Gris-Nez on Mar 2 could mean that we
will soon be seeing more on our side of the channel. This was confimed by a
report of 140 heading south past the Dutch coast on Mar 4
Iceland Gull: The single bird in the Dungeness area was still there on Mar 6
when a young bird was seen in Poole Harbour
Kumlein's Gull: One has been in the Scilly Isles for some time up to Mar 3 at
least
Glaucous Gull: The two birds that were in the Swanage/Durlston area have not
been reported since Feb 25 though one of them may account for sightings in the
Poole Harbour/Studland area on Feb 28 and Mar 1. The one which was around
the Hayling Oysterbeds up to Feb 27 seems to have moved to the Emsworth
Channel area were it was seen from the Thorney Island shore on Mar 1. No
reports from anywhere since Mar 1

Sandwich Tern: The first two or three presumed migrants were seen on the
Kent coast on Feb 19 and 20 and more recently one was at the mouth of Poole
Harbour on Mar 1, three were off Cap Gris-Nez near Calais on Mar 2 and two at
Dungeness on Mar 3. Since the one paid a fleeting visit to Pagham Harbour on
Mar 4 and three went east past Dungeness on Mar 5
Puffin: One on the sea off Portland Bill on Mar 7 was the first to show up (and
hopefully breed) in the Portland area though there were January sightings of
singles at Durlston, Dungeness and Poole Bay
Long-eared Owl: The Farlington Marshes bird has not been reported since Feb
28 and is thought to have been frightened off by an ignorant birder getting too
close to its roost - maybe it flew north to the Winchester area where one was
reported to have been at Owslebury shortly before Mar 2
Short-eared Owl: One was seen quartering the Langstone South Moors at
midday on Mar 4 (probably a hungry migrant which had just completed a channel
crossing). A similar transient bird spent 15 minutes at Christchurch Harbour on
Mar 6 and Portland had five preesent on Mar 7.
Great Spotted Woodpecker: The residents of a house 'somewhere in Sussex'
had a noisy surprise on Mar 4 when a Woodpecker chose to drum on their metal
TV aerial
Sand Martin: After the first of the year was seen at Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough on Feb 27 there was a second sighting of one at the Paxton Pits by
the Bedfordshire Ouse on Mar 4 and that day also brought news of four at
Radipole (Weymouth) and one seen in the Longham area just north of Poole.
Four were at the Blashford Lakes on Mar 5 with three there next day.
Meadow Pipit: Many were singing in the New Forest Shatterford area on Mar 7
(first song was heard at Durlston on Feb 25)
White Wagtail: It is sometimes difficult to separate White from Pied Wagtail
(hence the regular use of the term 'Alba Wagtail' to describe birds whose
precise identity is uncertain) and some claims for White Wagtail seem dubious
(e.g. one on the Bognor promenade on Jan 3 and one at Swanbourne Lake at
Arundel on Feb 7) as they are normally seen on this side of the channel only as
passage birds so sightings outside the dates for spring passage and/or away from
the coast are dubious. Another indicator of possible mis-identification comes
when the birds are reported as staying in the same area for several days - as
passage birds they normally keep on the move. A report of one seen at
Sandwich Bay on Mar 2 'ticks all the right boxes' and was almost certainly
accurate as do reports of 'migrants' from Belgium and Holland on Mar 3 and 4 but
I am less convinced by a local report from east Hayling Island of a group of 3
Pied and 5 White birds seen in the same location on two successive days (Feb 28
and Mar 1) so I have recorded them as 'Alba Wagtails' in line with the report of 'a
few Alba Wagtails' arriving in off the sea at Portland that day.

Waxwing: A late report of 12 birds feeding near the Titchfield Common
superstores on Feb 26 (with no follow up sightings) was probably of birds on
passage north stopping off for a quick meal to keep them going. Other new
reports are of three birds in Brighton still present on Mar 1, 8 birds in the
Worthing area (ex - Goring?) on Mar 2 and 16 still at the Uckfield Bus Station on
Mar 3 (14 there on Mar 5)
Stonechat: Several reports of birds arriving back on breeding territory and
singing in the past few days
Wheatear: After the very first arrived in the Bexhill area on Feb 28 there have
been reports from the Portland area on Mar 1 (5 birds there plus 1 at Langton
Matravers near Swanage), Mar 2 (one still/new at Portland), Mar 3 (one at
Christchurch Harbour) and Mar 4 (another single at Portland). Sandwich Bay had
to wait until Mar 7 for its first but Durlston had 2 on Mar 6.
The Rye Bay website had an interesting entry on Mar 7 from Sam Smith (one of
the Rye Harbour wardens) saying .. "The first Wheatears are due to arrive
anytime now. Over the past few weeks in anticipation of the coming breeding
season preparations for their arrival have been underway. The Beach Reserve
was searched for all the nest pipes that had been put out during the past
twenty five years or so. Forty eight pipes were found, cleaned out, refurbished,
replaced and mapped. The prevailing wind direction at the time of nest building is
an important factor in the choice of nest site, so the pipe entrances cover all
points of the compass except south west. As the breeding season progresses it
wil be interesting to see which pipes if any are selected, there is of course a fair
choice in rabbit burrows."
Dartford Warbler: There is some concern that a good number of these have
been killed off by the recent cold weather but those that are left (or have newly
returned after wintering away from bleak heathland) are starting to sing regularly
Lesser Whitethroat: A probable very early migrant was seen at Shoreham
Harbour on Feb 20 and now there is a second report of one heard singing at
Durlston on Mar 2.
Blackcap: There have now been five reports of Blackcap song, presumably all
wintering birds. One was heard at the South Foreland in Kent on Feb 10, the next
was in the Sway area near New Milton on Feb 24, then one in the Worthing area
on Mar 1, another in the New Milton area on Mar 4 and one at Sandwich Bay on
Mar 6
Chiffchaff: First reports of song came from the Isle of Wight on Feb 22 and
from Romsey on Feb 25. These may have been wintering birds but one at
Portland on Feb 27 was said to be 'new in'. On Mar 4 one in bushes by the shore
at Selsey Bill was probably a migrant as was one also in bushes on the shore at
Sandwich Bay on Mar 5 when one at Portland showed dark staining on the
feathers around the base of its bill (said to be a sure sign that the bird has been
gorging itself on pollen as an 'energy drink' prior to the long flight over the

channel). On Feb 6 a bird at Hastings gave another sign of being a migrant by its
non-stop activity in seeking food to replenish its lost weight and another bird at
Brighton that day was heard singing on the seafont, giving thanks for its safe
arrival.
Long-tailed Tit: First report of nest building comes from Dungeness RSPB
reserve on Mar 2 while on Mar 3 I heard one singing on Hayling Island for the
first time in my 77 year life! What I heard was a higher, lighter version of what I
call the 'silly laugh' song regularly made by Blue Tits.
Great Grey Shrike: Three were still being reported on Mar 1 - one at
Shatterford in the New Forest, one at Chamberlayne's Heath in Dorset and the
other in the Pannel valley near Rye. The Shatterford bird was still present on Mar
7 and the one at Chamberlayne's Heath on Mar 4
Rook: A few of these have got the urge to move to pastures new (have they
been slung out of the rookeries where they were hatched? or are they unable to
find mates there and are chancing their luck elsewhere?). On Mar 1 four passage
birds were at Portland and on Mar 2 twelve flew east over Christchurch Harbour.
Escapees: On Mar 7 a Night Heron (wearing colour rings) escaped from
Paultons Park by the M27 west of Romsey and the bird was subsequently seen
flying around Romsey town.
INSECTS
Butterflies
Small White: One seen somewhere in Sussex ('in our garden' with no clue
as to its whereabouts!) on Feb 28 was the second to be seen in the open
air after one was seen in a heated room indoors on Feb 10 and the first
outdoors was seen at Falmer on Feb 27
Brimstone, Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Comma
were all seen this week - it was good to see four reports of Small
Tortoiseshell plus two more late reports for Feb 27 and 28.
Moths
Angle Shades (2306 Phlogophora meticulosa): First report of this
species for the year came from the Thanet area of Kent on Mar 2
PLANTS
My year list of wild plants in flower has now reached exactly 99 (this
includes reports by other people and excludes grasses) and I look forward to
ticking the 100th species during the coming week!
Green Hellebore: I reported my own find of four plants with large flower buds,
though none actually open, on Feb 14 where I found them beside Woodlands
Lane east of Stansted and above the Ems valley at Walderton. I suspect they
were in flower a few days after I saw them but the first report of the species in
flower comes from the Brede Woods north of Hastings on Mar 4 (for a photo of

this go to http://rxwildlife.org.uk/2009/03/04/brede-high-woods-6/#more-8639
and scroll down to the final picture)
Danish Scurvygrass: This had just started to flower on miniscule plants in the
short grass under the white railings lining the east side of Langstone bridge
approaches on Mar 3 and large healthy plants were in flower beside the Havant
Road at the Selangor Ave junction on Mar 4. (The very first plants to flower were
seen by the Petersfield Road in Leigh Park on Feb 10)
Early Dog Violet: The occasional flower has been seen since January but Mar 4
seems to have been the start of general flowering with several seen in the
Havant Eastern Road cemetery - by Mar 8 there were at least 20 flowers on the
small clump in my garden.
Barren Strawberry: A single flower on plants beside the path through the
Redwood Groves near Stansted House enabled me to add this to my year list on
Mar 7
Wild Primrose: These started to flower generally on Mar 3
Lesser Periwinkle: The great mass of leaves covering the ground of Pits Copse
near Stansted House had at last started to flower on Feb 7 when I found at least
57 flowers there (other genuine wild plants in more favourable sites had started
to flower on Feb 14)
Green Alkanet: This was the first new 'first flower for the year' for this week one plant seen in Sinah Lane on Hayling on Mar 3
White Comfrey: First flowers open on plants in St Faith's church yard (Havant)
on Mar 3
Alpine Squill: The tiny colony of five plants (apparently growing wild but maybe
deliberately planted in a site where they are most unlikely to have arrived at
garden throw-outs) were showing the blue of their flowers in unopen buds on
Mar 7 (counted as a year tick)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Common Seal: These have been a regular sight in Chichester and Langstone
Harbours for many years with occasional reports of them turning up, but not
stopping, in many other places. Maybe Pagham Harbour is now on the 'regular
sightings' list as one seems to have been there since Nov 30 last year with two
sightings in December, another on Feb 13 and now one on Mar 1
Roe Deer: These can be a pest to gardeners living on the edge of open country
as these animals find the shrubs in gardens to be a much better source of food
than what is on offer 'in the wild' at this time of year but I was surprised to see

that two Roe had been photographed on Mar 2 in a Hilltop Crescent garden on
Portsdown and to get there the deer would have had to cross several roads and
go through several gardens. I was amused by a very appropriate misprint on
John Goodspeed's website where I read about them - they appeared there as
'two Rose Deer' - as garden roses are one of their favourite foods.
Hare: Four had been seen 'racing around' in the Sandwich Bay area on Feb 11
and Mar 2 has brought the first report of Hares 'boxing' from The Burgh site on
the Sussex Downs above North Stoke village on the River Arun
Frog: The first report of Frogspawn that I know of for this year did not come
until Feb 9 so a report that the first tadpoles had hatched 'somewhere in
the Havant area' on Mar 3 made me curious to know how long the eggs take
to hatch. As the spawn is laid in cold water (which can freeze) I would expect the
hatching time to vary considerably depending on the weather and the best
estimate for the average time that I can find (on the 'allaboutfrogs.org' webpage
on the lifecycle of Frogs) is 21 days but it says they can hatch in as little as 6
days.
Adder: More of these are now emerging from hibernation - Mar 2 brought
sightings of 3 at Pulborough Brooks and 4 at Durlston
Grass Snake: First report for the year is of one seen at Pulborough Brooks on
Mar 2
Common Lizard: First report for the year was of a single and came from the
Park Corner Heath butterfly reserve in the Eastbourne area on Feb 27
Wall Lizard: The first report of these was of two at Shoreham Fort on Mar 6
Wildlife diary and news for Mar 2 - 8 (Week 9 of 2009)
Sat 7 Mar
Alpine Squill in Hollybank Woods
Yesterday I found the first flowers on White Comfrey in St Faith's churchyard in
Havant and today I went further afield to look for the Alpine Squill plants which
I discovered there in 2007 on Mar 2 and which I refound last year on Feb 25.
Today I found them again - just five little stems in a tight cluster - and counted
them as flowering though I could only see the light blue colour of the flowers
dimly in buds still tightly closed. Had these plants been near one of the roadside
layby's along the Emsworth Common road I would have assumed these plants
were garden chuck-outs but it took me a whole hour to walk from the nearest
roadside parking places to the flowers and back - no gardener will go that far to
get rid of his 'rubbish' so I have to assume that these plants are either genuine
natives or have been planted there in the past by someone wanting to add more
interest to this already attractive corner of the wood land where hundreds of
Early Purple orchids will soon flower (I saw at least twenty well developed
orchid leaf rosettes today).

Also seen here today was a good show of Wild Primroses and of course lots of
Celandines and Dog's Mercury plus the less obvious flowers of Butchers
Broom (there are some magnificent displays of red berries on some of the
female plants here). A single Buzzard was soon high overhead and a mass of
Gooseberry bushes had put out their leaves.
I went on to the Stansted Groves where there were more Primroses but little else
- just one first flower on Barren Strawberry, a single Fallow doe and a couple
of Goldcrests. Across the broad public bridleway which leads to the Racton Folly
and is known locally as Monument Lane but is marked on OS Maps as Park Lane I
had a brief look round Pits Copse where I found 57 flowers on the great mass of
Lesser Periwinkle plants
Wed 4 Mar
Early Dog Violets in Havant cemetery
Occasional flowers have been seen on a clump of Early Dog Violets in my
garden since Jan 4 but today I noticed more than half a dozen flowers were out
on that clump so I paid a visit to the Eastern Road cemetery (where there is a
massive display of these flowers each spring in the shade of trees) and found
that they too were just starting to flower (another half dozen isolated flowers so
don't expect an eye-catching display yet!).
From there I went on to the Locks Farm area in Denvilles where there were
plenty of flowers on the Lesser Periwinkle but nothing else so far - both
Greater Stitchwort and Crosswort can be expected to flower here long before
they appear elsewhere.
I then went on along Southleigh Road and down the Horndean Road to the
Emsworth Recreation Ground through which I took the path to Victoria Road and
Selangor Avenue making my next find as I turned right from Selangor Avenue
onto the main Havant Road. Within a couple of yards of turning this corner, at
the foot of the fence on the north side of the main road, I came on a cluster of
Danish Scurvygrass plants in full flower.
Tue 3 Mar
Long-tailed Tit song on Hayling
Despite the strong head wind and the imminent threat of heavy rain this
afternoon I cycled down the Hayling Coastal plant and made the circuit around
the Hayling Golf Course to satisfy myself that I was not missing any spring
delights there.
Crossing Langstone Bridge I had my first glimpse of Danish Scurvygrass
flowering under the white railings at both ends of the bridge area (this had
started to flower beside the Petersfield Road through Leigh Park back on Feb 10)
and in the small oak copse on the seaward side of the track before reaching the
West Lane fields I enjoyed wild Primroses now in full flower - later, in the
Sinah Lane area, I saw my first Green Alkanet in flower with lots of the garden

version of Wood Spurge in flower. Passing the Kench Whitlowgrass was
flowering profusely on the south side of the road just west of the gate into the
golf course (the one saying 'Beware of flying golf balls') and at the Ferry Inn
roundabout I found the old notice board and the massive wooden container for
ornamental flowers had both been removed, leaving bare grass over the whole
area - searching this in vain for Early Forget-me-not I did find one survivor
from the ornamental flower planting - a single flower opening on a small pansy.
The only other flowers noted were big displays of Sweet Violet in the roadside
grass of both Park Lane and Staunton Avenue.
The strong wind precluded bird sightings on the exposed west shore of Hayling
but there was one large flock of around 300 Brent on the water in the Saltmarsh
Lane area to add to some 60 seen around the north end of the track (and on the
way back I was amused to see a single Brent, no doubt excusing itself from
migration this year, bathing in the small pool inland of the coastal path a
little north of the pillbox by the path to the West Lane bends).
The birding highlight of the trip came from the hedge separating the track from
the south end of the West Lane fields. Here I heard the normal 'pip and rattle'
sounds of Long-tailed Tits, and just as I was passing them I heard something
which I have heard others mention but which I have never before heard for
myself - what was undoubtedly Long-tailed Tit song, a quieter version of the
'silly laugh' song made by Blue Tits
Mon 2 Mar
Two new spring flowers in Havant
St Faith's churchyard is always worth a visit when I am in the centre of Havant
and this morning it gave me a new flower for the year with Spotted Medick and
the promise of another that will probably be out this week in the shape of the
first flower buds on the White Comfrey which is common in the Havant area
and abundant in this churchyard.
After lunch I cycled down the Billy Trail to the north end of the old rail bridge and
just before reaching the bridge I found my first patch of Coltsfoot flowering
behind the Langstone main road houses - Brian Fellows found this out in the
Chichester area on Feb 24 but this was my first sight of one of the early spring
delights.
From the rail bridge I could see around 60 Wigeon and 14 Merganser - the
appearance of the Mergansers in 'flotillas' of more than half a dozen at a time is
another indication of spring - I think they only flock together like this for
company on their spring passage. In the water around the old bridge footings I
was pleased to see all six of last year's cygnets from the Langstone Mill
Pond brood but as usual five were in a tight group while one was moving off
independently (I wonder if the loner is of one sex and the five of another?)
Crossing the main road and heading for the Mill Pond I found the adult Swan
pair acting aggressively in defence of their nest site but not on or even close
to the nest. Out on the sea here at high tide there were 120 Brent but no
Shelduck and on the flood water in the pony field south of Wade Court 130

Teal were gathered with 5 Egrets sitting out the tide and the two regular
Black-tailed Godwits probing for food in the wet grassland around the flood
pool
SUMMARY FOR FEB 23 - MAR 1 (WEEK 8 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: Small numbers continue to move east along the English
coast but a more determined passage was noted off Cap Gris-Nez on Feb 26
when 201 flew past
Black-throated Diver: Two were in Portland Harbour on Feb 25
Little Grebe: On Feb 23 a pair were newly back on the pond where they nest at
Christchurch Harbour and on Feb 25 I heard them trilling for the first time this
year on the Budds Farm Pools in Havant
Red-necked Grebe: The first to be reported anywhere since Feb 12 was off
Nettlestone (north east corner of the IoW) on Feb 23 - possibly the bird that was
seen hereabouts and across the water at Southsea between Feb 4 and 11
Black-necked Grebe: Some of the 18 birds that have been wintering in
Langstone Harbour may already have flown north - on Feb 22 only 12 could be
seen and one of them was in summer plumage, and on Feb 24 there were only
11 left - latest report is of just 8 seen on Feb 27. Ibsley Water still had two on
Feb 22 and there were only 16 in Studland Bay on Feb 26 (there had been 37
there on Feb 20 and 24 on Feb 24)
Bittern: One was heard booming at Christchurch Harbour on Feb 27 - one had
been seen there on Jan 6 but at such a well watched site it is unlikely that one
has been resident there and both were transients. The number at the Blashford
Lakes is thought to have reached a peak of 4 on Feb 22 and there were still two
there on Feb 28
Cattle Egret: One was found in the Seaview area of the Isle of Wight on Feb 22
and was still there on Feb 28. After the two birds in the Lymington area ceased to
be reported (last seen Jan 7) there was a gap of three weeks before one showed
up in the Yarmouth area of the IoW to be seen on Jan 24 and 25 only. Maybe
that came from Lymington and maybe it went into hiding until Feb 22 to reappear now at the other end of the island.
Little Egret: I went past the Langstone Mill Pond night roost trees at dusk on
Feb 27 and saw three birds in the trees with five others in the immediate vicinity,
showing that the roost is still being used
Great White Egret: I have seen no reports of the Blashford Lakes bird since Jan
14 but am still seeing regular reports from the Strabrechtse Heide site in Holland

- 11 were there on Feb 11, 16 on Feb 13 (when a single bird was at a different
site), 19 on Feb 19 and now 26 on Feb 26
Grey Heron: Most heronries probably have nesting birds now (though individual
pairs of Herons nest at widely different dates - theory says they do this to
reduce the strain on limited local sources of fish that would occur if they all had
young at the same time). This week there are reports of birds nesting at
Christchurch Harbour, Pagham north fields, Fleet pond in north Hampshire and
Weir Wood in northeast Sussex (where at least 11 nests are occupied)
White Stork: These are now returning to northern Europe with 18 birds seen
passing over two sites (one in Belgium and one in Holland) on Feb 26
Mute Swan: First report of a Mute Swan on its nest is my own observation of
the Langstone Mill Pond pair with one bird on the nest and the other nearby on
Feb 24 - they are not yet sitting and my sighting was of a bird checking out and
possibly repairing the nest.
Snow Goose: There are plenty of escapees and feral birds in southern England
but on Mar 1 there was a very unusual report by Cliff Dean on the Rye Bay
website. Cliff was at the shore of Rye Bay in the Pett Level area and reports ..
"Skeins of Brent Geese were travelling north above the murky sea this morning
and a few Meadow Pipits starting to move as well, but also something quite
extraordinary: at 10.25, a flock of 25 Snow Geese flew NE just offshore,
calling, 3/4 dark morph birds amongst them." (I have checked that the date is
Mar 1, not Apr 1)
Brent Goose: These continue to move east - on Feb 24 a massive flock of
around 1800 birds was seen on the Pagham north fields (on Feb 10 there were
only 220 birds there) and on Feb 25 many of the birds normally seen along the
north shore of Chichester Harbour between Langstone and Emsworth had
vanished though there was a noisy flock of around 1000 in the Fowley Island
area (in the harbour west of the Thorney Great Deeps). Also on Feb 25
Dungeness reported 350 flying east past there. Across the Channel on Feb 26 at
Cap Gris-Nez near Calais 3370 flew east and on Feb 28 a transient flock of
around 500 was in Chichester Harbour off Warblington. Brent passage is always
long drawn out - this year the first migrants started to move on Jan 30 and no
doubt the last will not have left by the beginning of April.
Pale-bellied Brent: The big flock of up to 35 at Weymouth (Ferrybridge) on Feb
21 was down to 2 birds on Feb 24 and on Feb 27 two were seen at the Hayling
Oysterbeds
Red-breasted Goose: Still at West Wittering with Brent on Feb 27
Shelduck: These too are apparently on the move back to breeding sites (a few
stay where they have been wintering but the majority of our winter birds in the
Solent harbours nest elsewhere - and of those that stay the majority nest in

unexpected places often well away from the shore). On Feb 25 the number seen
along the Emsworth to Langstone shore was up from around 60 to 110.
Wigeon: There have been 100 or more along the north shore of Langstone
Harbour from Broadmarsh to Langstone since the New Year but on Feb 27 I
could only see one group of 10 birds
Green-winged Teal: A very good candidate for a genuine wild bird was found
in the Lymington area on Feb 22 by Andy Johnson from Hayling Island. It was
there next day and may still be around though a few buffish feathers on its wings
are causing controversy among the purists
Pochard: There were still around 60 on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Feb 24 but
these may have departed as the smaller number that have been on the Budds
Farm Pools here in Havant had all left by Feb 25
Ring-necked Duck: A female appeared on Little Sea (large lake in Studland
Heath area) on Feb 23 and was still there on Feb 28
Long-tailed Duck: The bird which has been in the mouth of Southampton
Water for some time was still to be seen off Calshot on Feb 27, as also was the
bird off Pagham Harbour
Goldeneye: A single pair was still off the mouth of the Langbrook Stream at
Langstone on Feb 27
Goosander: The last report of a night roost at the Blashford Lakes was of 66
birds there on Feb 5 and since then there has been a small number of reports of
small numbers from several Dorset sites (e.g. 3 at Cowards Marsh on the
northern fringe of Christchurch and 6 on the River Piddle near Wareham with on
in Portland Harbour) suggesting dispersal but there were still 43 roosting at Moor
Green on the Hants/Berks border on Feb 23 - the only previous count there that I
have seen was of 57 on Jan 8.
Marsh Harrier: One passing over Folkestone on Feb 21 was thought to be an
early migrant arrival and this was backed up by news of one flying in off the sea
at Portland on Feb 20 and two arriving at Dungeness on Feb 28
Rough-legged Buzzard: The bird in the Pilot Hill area on the Hants/Berks
border north of Andover was still to be seen there on Feb 25
Common Buzzard: These are now common enough everywhere and a pair has
probably nested in the Warblington Farm area for the past couple of years
(where Kestrel and Sparrowhawk also breed) but I had not heard of any
Buzzard sightings there this year until one was seen by the Havant Wildlife
Group on Feb 28
Grey Partridge: On Feb 22 a few of these could be heard calling at a site on
Sheppey in Kent - yet another sign of spring.

Common Crane: On Feb 26 three sites in Holland reported these passing over at one 22 birds were seen with with 16 and 4 respectively at the others
Avocet: 13 arrived at Titchfield Haven on Feb 22 - they have bred there since
2003. Not all have yet left their winter quarters - on Feb 22 there were still 271 at
the north Kent Elmley Marshes but one that was definitely on the move dropped
in at the Eastleigh Lakeside water on Mar 1
Little Ringed Plover: The first of these migrants to be reported was seen by
the River Test at Romsey on Feb 25
Lapwing: On Feb 25 eight Lapwing were back on their breeding area on
the Gipsies Plain rough grassland immediately south of Havant Thicket and west
of Rowlands Castle
Little Stint: One was still at East Head (mouth of Chichester Harbour) on Feb 24
Black-tailed Godwit: A peak count for this winter for the Blashford Lakes at
Ringwood in the Avon Valley was of an estimated 1300 there on Feb 22 (these
birds feed elsewhere in the Avon Valley and use the Blashford site as a night
roost). On Feb 23 there were 120 at Pulborough Brooks and 161 at Titchfield
Haven
Spotted Redshank: In my last weekly summary I said that none had been seen
at the Emsworth Nore Barn site since Feb 12 but the regular 'tame' bird was back
there on Feb 23 and was seen again up to Feb 28 at least. I was amused to read
Steve Copsey's entry for Feb 24 in the Three Amigos blog that (referring to the
very close association between this bird and the Greenshank which often
accompanies it very closely) .. "Many of the people strolling through the area
including the dog walkers had noticed the birds over the last few days, and
stopped to chat. A few asked me if it was a male and female of the same
species.I think several left thinking I was spinning them a line, when I told them
the birds were not related, as they were convinced the birds were an item as
they followed each other around."
Arctic Skua: The first report of this species for the year is a sighting of two
dark phase birds off Worthing on Feb 28. There have been ten reports of Great
Skuas this year and one of Pomarine Skua off Christchurch Harbour on Jan 26
Mediterranean Gull: Numbers to be seen around the Hayling Oysterbeds are
increasing daily with recent counts of 40 there on Feb 24 and more than 68 on
Feb 25. Jason Crook has pointed out that they do not nest on the Oysterbeds
island but they assemble there at this time of year before nesting on the RSPB
Islands just across the water of the Langstone Channel so I may have misled
people by what I wrote in my diary for Feb 24 ("at least four pairs of Med Gulls
seemed to have already claimed nest sites and were mutually displaying").
Nevertheless the activity of the birds to be seen there at present make a visit well
worth while.

Iceland Gull: The single bird at Dungeness was being reported daily to Feb 28
at least. The Shoreham Harbour bird has not been reported since Feb 16 but Feb
26 brought reports of single transient birds at both the Blashford Lakes
(Ringwood) and Lodmoor (Weymouth).
Glaucous Gull: On Feb 25 one was still to be seen at Swanage and another in
the Hayling Oysterbeds area where it was seen again on Feb 27. The Swanage
birds have not been seen again but a report of one flying west over Abbotsbury
on Feb 26 may indicate where one was going.
Little Tern: Its too early to see these yet but this week the Portsmouth NEWS
had a photo of an Army Tank Landing Craft close to the shore of South
Binness island in Langstone Harbour with a heavy duty JCB type digger
coming ashore from it - the Army have responded to a plea for help from the
RSPB and if the exercise is successful the digger will dragging up shingle from the
water around the island to enlarge and heighten the area where Little Terns will
hopefully nest
Black Guillemot: On Feb 13 one was seen on the Dutch coast and on Feb 28
one was seen at Portland
Long-eared Owl: The Farlington Marshes bird was last reported on Feb 26
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: These are easiest to locate at this time of year
when they give their loud 'Pee-pee-pee' call and I assume this is what Simon
Woolley heard on Feb 22 from a male in the Roydon Woods near Lymington
(though it could have been the 'Chic' call which could be mistaken for a Great
Spotted making a weak version of its call). One was calling and drumming at a
Kent site on Feb 27 and on Feb 21 three were drumming in a small area of the
New Forest - the reporter said that they normally become silent by 9am and if
you want to hear them you should be out before 8am
Wood Lark: These were singing in the Roydon Woods area near Lymington on
Feb 22 (and on Feb 23 one was singing from overhead wires in the East Park at
Stansted)
Sand Martin: Two were seen over the Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough
in north east Sussex on Feb 27 - thought to be the 'earliest ever' to arrive in
Sussex (equal to the earliest ever in Hampshire which was 27 Feb 1990)
Grey Wagtail: The start of their spring passage is marked by reports of
singles over Dungeness and Pett (on the shore of Rye Bay) both on Feb 27
Pied Wagtail: A night roost of more than 200 birds was still active on Feb 23 in
a busy part of Gatwick airport.
Waxwing: The 10 birds that have been a daily sight at Goring by sea since Feb
11 were there on Feb 24 but have almost certainly ceased to appear there as on
Feb 25 a party of 10 appeared at Durrington (a mile or so north of the Goring
site). Also on Feb 25 (and again on Feb 27) the party of 3 birds seen in Brighton

on Feb 20 were seen again in the original area. On Feb 27 another party of 16
turned up at the Bus Station in Crowborough and on Feb 28 a flock of ten were
seen feeding on berry trees in Valetta Park (a road off Warblington Road in south
Emsworth) but they were not seen there on Mar 1. Another party of 16 were at
Uckfield (north east of Lewes) on Feb 28
Black Redstart: The sudden appearance of a group of five of these birds at
Dungeness on Feb 23 is a sign that they are now in transit between wintering
and breeding areas
Wheatear: A very early bird was at Glyne Gap near Bexhill on Feb 28 (earliest
ever for Sussex is I think Feb 13 but no year given in the Sussex Bird Report for
2006, the Hampshire report gives 6 Feb 1989 for Hants)
Stonechat: These too are heading for breeding areas. On Feb 25 two pairs were
seen in the Titchfield area, the male of one pair singing, and another four
turned up at Dungeness that day when I also found a male back at a breeding
site in the Havant Thicket area. Since then a count of 30 at Portland on Feb
27 shows they now arriving in force (on Feb 28 there were 25 at Portland
and one at Selsey Bill)
Blackbird: Most of the early reports of Blackbird song each year are of birds
singing at dusk but on Feb 21 one was heard in the Kent Stour valley at daybreak
(among the first dawn chorus of the year according to the person who heard it it was one of ten species heard). On Feb 24 an early song was heard at 7am in
Emsworth and from Feb 27 they have been heard in the early morning around
my house in Havant. Also on Feb 27 a female Blackbird was sitting on a
nest at the Princess Royal Hospital in Haywards Heath (there had been a report
of one carrying food for young at Sway in Hampshire on Feb 15)
Redwing: One sure sign of spring is the Starling-like chattering subsong
that comes from a flock of Redwing preparing to fly north and this was reported
at Boughton Park (south of Maidstone in Kent) on Feb 26
Dartford Warbler: Although these will sing occasionally on sunny days through
the winter the first report of song that I have seen this year comes from the
New Forest on Mar 1
Blackcap: Two reports of Blackcap song are the first for the year - one was
heard near the South Foreland in Kent on Feb 10, the second at Sway in
southwest Hampshire on Feb 24
Chiffchaff: These also sing earlier than this in mild winters but the first two
reports of song that I am aware of for this year are from Sandown (Isle of
Wight) on Feb 22 and Romsey on Feb 25 (several singing there)
Firecrest: Two were in the copse at the extreme southern end of the Hayling
Coastal Path (near West Town station) on Feb 22 with at least one there on Feb
23. What must have been a different couple of birds were in the Oysterbeds area

(near the back of the Esso garage) on both Feb 22 and 25 - one was still there on
Feb 27
Willow Tit: First song heard from one of the birds in the Faccombe area (north
of Andover) on Feb 28
Tree Creeper: One reported to have been seen in Nore Barn wood at Emsworth
on Feb 23 gives me hope that I may eventually get this species on my year list!
In past years they have been known to nest in a Langstone garden near Wade
Court. One had been heard singing at Battle near Hastings on Feb 17 and
another was heard at Boughton Park (south of Maidstone) on Feb 27
Jackdaw: A gathering of around 230 birds was seen on cliffs in the Lewes area
(near the Culfail rail tunnel) on Feb 23
Twite: The single bird in the Lymington marshes area was reliably seen again on
Feb 24
Hawfinch: Seven were seen at the Mercer's Way site in Romsey on Feb 25
Corn Bunting: A flock of 55 was seen in the Cheesefoot Head area east of
Winchester on Feb 22 (sadly these are unlikely to stay and breed in Hampshire)
Escapees: A Fulvous Whistling Duck was again seen at Titchfield Haven on
Feb 22
INSECTS
Butterflies
Brimstone: One at Nore Barn (Emsworth) and five in the Gosport area, all
on Feb 27, were of local interest but there have now been 10 reports
starting on Feb 15
Red Admiral: One seen in the Ropley area near Alton on Feb 23 and 24
and of local interest one was seen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Feb
21
Small Tortoiseshell: Feb 21 brought sightings of singles at Hassocks and
at Edburton (both north of the Downs in the Brighton area but more than 5
miles apart)
Peacock: One also seen at Hassocks on Feb 21was the sixth report for the
year
Comma: One seen 'somewhere in Sussex' on Feb 21 with several reported
since then including 4 in the Gosport area on Feb 27 when two were
performing a courtship dance in Binsted Wood near Arundel and at least
two others were at another Sussex site

Small White: One seen at Falmer (north of Brighton) on Mar 1 was a
more genuine first of the year than the one seen inside a house at
Worthing on the evening of Feb 10
Moths
Tufted Button (1054 Acleris cristana): First of year on Feb 18 at
Etchingham near Robertsbridge north of Hastings
Plume Moth (1497 Amblyptilia acanthadactyla): First in the Lewes
are on Feb 21
Yellow Horned (1659 Achlya flavicornis): First in the Matley area of
the New Forest on Feb 26
Small Brindled Beauty (1925 Apocheima hispidaria): First in the
Matley area of the New Forest on Feb 26
Oak Beauty (1930 Biston strataria): First in the Matley area of the
New Forest on Feb 26
Small Quaker (2182 Orthosia cruda): First for Hampshire in the Matley
area of the New Forest on Feb 26 but one in the Blean Woods near
Canterbury on Feb 25 beat it by a day for Kent
Grey Shoulder-Knot (2237 Lithophane ornitopus): First on Feb 25 in
the Blean Woods near Canterbury
Early Grey (2243 Xylocampa areola): First in the Lewes are on Feb 21
Other Insects
Bumblebee (Bombus lucorum): What I think was a queen of this whitetailed species seen by me at Havant Thicket on Feb 25 - another seen in
my Havant garden on Mar 1
PLANTS
I expect the count of flowering plants to increase rapidly before the end of March
- my total of species seen in flower from Jan 1 to Feb 28 is just 94
Common Yew: On Feb 22 a tree in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery was
shedding pollen more profusely than any I have come across before and others
were shedding pollen around Warblington church on Feb 28
Marsh Marigold: I found the first flower of the year on Langstone South Moors
on Feb 7 but searching the same area on Feb 27 I could still only find one plant
with a couple of flowers
Early Dog Violet: These have been flowering intermittently in my garden since
Jan 4 but a sudden increase in the number of flowers on Feb 28 sent me to

search the Havant Eastern Road cemetery where I found the first single flower on
the carpet of leaves at the east end of the cemetery
Sweet Violet: The first of the pink flowers which grow in the Nore Barn Wood
at Emsworth were seen there on Feb 28 - the common deep violet flowered
form has been seen intermittently at a number of sites since Jan 3 with the first
in Nore Barn Wood on Jan 5
Cherry Plum: By Feb 28 this was starting to flower generally with finds in both
Pook Lane and Wade Lane at Langstone and on a second tree in Southmoor Lane
at Brockhampton
Grey Poplar: The large old tree in Wade Court Road (Havant) which grows
opposite to North Close had its catkins open for the first time on Feb 24
Alexanders: The first flowers of this species were seen beside the London Road
on Portsdown on Feb 23
Coltsfoot: One of the more exciting signs of spring, these flowers were found on
Feb 24 by Brian Fellows at two sites - one in fields north of Pagham Harbour and
the other by the path beside Ivy Lake at Chichester
Sow Thistle: I found the first flower of the year on this common plant on Feb 27
OTHER WILDLIFE
Common Seal: One was at the very top of Southampton Water off Redbridge
on Feb 24
Roe: First report of a buck 'thrashing' its antlers to remove the 'velvet' cover
comes from Durlston on Feb 28 - I think this indicates that the antlers are now
full grown but need the protective cover removing and the blades and points
sharpening before the rut which can start in May and continue through to August
Noctule Bat: One seen flying in sunshine at 11am in the Kent Stour Valley on
Feb 21 will probably be returning to hibernation for a little longer.
Frog: The first spawn I have heard of this year was reported on Feb 9 and there
were two more reports on Feb 18. Latest news adds a find in a Portsdown garden
pond on Feb 21 and more appeared in a Northiam garden (Rother valley north of
Hastings) on Feb 23
Adder: Pulborough Brooks had its first Adder sighting on Feb 20, a week after
the first was seen at Durlston on Feb 14
Fungus: Just one report of Velvet Shank on a tree stump in the fields north of
Pagham Harbour on Feb 24

Wildlife diary and news for Feb 23 - Mar 1 (Week 8 of 2009)
Fri 27 Feb
Langstone South Moors area
This morning a Blackbird could be heard singing from a neighbour's garden
at 7am but I was unable to get out until the afternoon when I walked down the
Langbrook stream to the South Moors and Budds Farm, coming back along the
shore to Langstone and then across the now open re-surfaced footpath across
the pony fields north of Wade Court.
The Giant Butterbur plants (24 found where there have been around 80 in
recent years) were in full flower and the noses of the female Butterbur plants
were at last pushing up through the wet ground alongside the stream. On the
South Moors there was still only one Marsh Marigold in flower (and a single
Snipe) but everywhere there are flowerbuds on Blackthorn that must open
soon.
In Southmoor Lane a second tree of Cherry Plum is starting to flower and the
'early' Goat Willow over the kissing gate is in full flower. Corn Marigold
flowers can still be found beside Southmoor Lane.
On Budds Farm pools there were again no Pochard but the number of Gadwall
had increased to around 20 and the third Shelduck had moved on leaving the
now established pair while Shoveler had diminished to just one pair. Out on the
harbour off the South Moors there were still plenty of Brent but the Wigeon
were down to just ten birds - near them a single pair of Goldeneye could be
seen.
In Langstone village a single Greenshank was in the Lymbourne outfall stream
with a single Egret. With dusk approaching I saw another three Egrets on trees
above the Mill Pond and when north of Wade Court I found four more Egrets
so I guess that at least 8 will roost in the Mill Pond trees tonight.
At the start of this walk I found a single flower on Sow-thistle and back at
home I found this was the first I had seen in flower since Jan 3.
Thu 26 Feb
A cycle ride to Budds Farm
With a little time to spare in the afternoon I got on my bike and headed to the
shore in the hope of seeing the Glaucous Gull which is still in the area. Needless
to say I did not see it but I enjoyed the outing nevertheless, finding that Cherry
Plum blossom had started to come out in Wade Lane (indicating a general start
of its flowering - the single tree in Southmoor Lane which has been in flower
since Feb 6 is an annual 'aberration') and seeing a small flock of around half a
dozen Rock Pipits on the South Moors shore before hearing Little Grebe
trilling for the first time this year on Budds Farm pools (from which all the
Pochard had departed). The Rock Pipits were presumably on passage as no

more than two have been here through the winter - today one flew over me
giving its distinctive wheesy call, a little later two more flew over and then a
group of four which dropped down to a wet channel in the South Moors - perhaps
to get a drink - and then one showed its jet black legs when it perched on fence
wire.
At the Budds Farm pools a third Shelduck had joined the pair which returned to
this nest area on Feb 17 but all the Pochard had left. On the sea there were still
60 Wigeon and a male Goldeneye, and when I got back to Langstone pond I
found both Swans on the water away from the nest on which one had been
sitting a couple of days ago. I also noted a Witch Hazel tree in full flower in a
garden - Camellias have been flowering for about a week now.
Wed 25 Feb
Lapwing back at Havant Thicket nesting area
A circuit of the Gipsies Plain rough grass south of Havant Thicket this afternoon
found 8 Lapwing back on territory and one male Stonechat also back on
the fence following the streamlet into the Long Avenue south of the central path
across the plain (no Stonechat seen in the other regular area by the 'orchid
ditch').
Very little else of interest though one large white-tailed Bumblebee flew across
my path (B. lucorum I think) and I found a few Wood Sorrel leaves where
there will soon be flowers.
Tue 24 Feb
Langstone Swan and Hayling Med Gulls at their nests
I hoped to add two more bird species to my year list with a quick visit to the
Oysterbeds where I was sure to see Med Gulls and might see the Glaucous
Gull which has been in the area for several days but I thought I would go there
via Langstone Pond where I found the Swan already sitting on her nest in
the reeds which you can see through the Alder trees as you walk the short
distance from the east end of the Mill buildings to the duck feeding point on the
sea wall. (Later I saw five of last year's cygnets still in a tight bunch close to the
old rail bridge)
On my way there I noted that the public path from Wade Lane to the Billy Line
north of Wade Court will soon be open - the re-surfacing seems complete and a
new entrance gate was being installed at the Wade Lane end. Before that I had
added a new flowering plant to my year list with catkins open on the large old
Grey Poplar on the east side of Wade Court Road almost opposite North Close.
Before reaching the Oysterbeds I could hear the calls of Med Gulls and when
the nest island came into view I picked out 24 jet black heads of these birds
among the dusty brown heads of the Black-headed Gulls - at least four pairs
of Med Gulls seemed to have already claimed nest sites and were
mutually displaying where they intended to sit.
I went to the far end of the southern bund wall and scanned the harbour, soon
spotting a tight group of 11 Black-necked Grebe on the glassy water -

perhaps half a dozen of the 18 previously in the harbour have already left us. As
I turned to start homeward a single Ringed Plover flew low in a complete
circle around me giving a faint impression of its butterfly like display flight - it
then settled on the pile of stones left on the bund wall from the exercise of
raising the height of the island last year. I wonder if it was thinking of nesting
there to avoid the competition for space on the island, and if it does how many of
the birders and others walking to the end of the public space will pass within feet
of the nesting bird without seeing it or disturbing it?
Mon 23 Feb
Portsdown Hill
An annual eye check at the QA Hospital this morning gave me the chance to walk
down the London Road from the Portsdown viewpoint carpark on the hilltop and
to return via the grassy slope leading up from the hospital to the west end of Fort
Widley.
On the way down I found a good many plants of Alexanders had started to
flower, mainly around the entrance to the caravan site, and I also found a single
plant of what seemed to be Meadow Buttercup rather than the more likely
Bulbous Buttercup (the single flower had only just opened but the sepals were
all firmly pressed up against the petals).
Nothing special seen on the way back uphill but while walking around the back of
Fort Widley I was amused by printed signs on the fence line separating the public
path from the farm fields in which an excessive number of miscellaneous, sad
looking, ponies were nibbling the grass. I am familiar with the attempt by some
farmers to keep the public off their land by saying "There is a bull in this field
which can run faster than you" but this version was perhaps more likely to
give people pause - it read "The ponies in this field may have an infectious
disease which is transmissable to humans and dogs. Do not let your dog
enter the field" - the word 'may' in this notice clears the farmer of any
accusation of deception.
SUMMARY FOR FEB 16 - 22 (WEEK 7 OF 2009)
BIRDS
Great Crested Grebe: By Feb 15 some pairs (among a raft of around 300 birds)
were seen making courtship displays on the sea off Hastings. The big flock in
Christchurch Bay may be diminishing as it was reported to have 330 birds on Feb
12 but only 249 on Feb 14. On Feb 11 there was a combined total of 1310 birds
at two sites in Holland and on Feb 21 one Dutch site reported the presence of
1500 birds with another 250+ flying over.
Slavonian Grebe: The number seen on the sea off Pagham Harbour varies from
day to day but a high count of some 20 was recorded there on Feb 14 (there was
a high count of 30+ on Jan 10). On Feb 17 there were 5 on the Lymington shore.

Black-necked Grebe: 16 were seen in Langstone Harbour off the Hayling
Oysterbeds on Feb 18. On Feb 15 there were at least 30 in Dorset with 21 in
Studland Bay, 6 in Portland Harbour and 3 in Poole Harbour. On Feb 17 I noticed
that one of these birds had been recorded on the Mediterranean coast of Spain
and I guess that a count of 37 at Studland Bay on Feb 20 may well include some
birds already moving north from the continent (there were still at least another
12 recorded in Dorset that day)
Fulmar: Around 30 pairs were seen around the cliffs east of Hastings on Feb 15
and on Feb 20 there is a note of cackling heard from nest ledges in the Thanet
area of Kent
Great Shearwater: One was seen from a boat in Lyme Bay on Feb 20.
Wikipedia tells us that .. "This species breeds on Nightingale Island, Inaccessible
Island, Tristan da Cunha, and Gough Island. It is one of only a few bird species
to migrate from breeding grounds in the Southern Hemisphere to the Northern
Hemisphere, the normal pattern being the other way round. This shearwater
nests in large colonies, laying one white egg in a small burrow or in the open
grass. These nests are visited only at night to avoid predation by large gulls.
"This shearwater, like the Sooty Shearwater, follows a circular route, moving
up the eastern seaboard of first South and then North America, before crossing
the Atlantic in August. It can be quite common off the south-western coasts of
Great Britain and Ireland before heading back south again, this time down the
eastern littoral of the Atlantic".
The very few British records have been in the late summer or autumn (e.g. the
only four records for Suffolk have all been in September - 1982, 1990 and 1992).
The species has not been recorded in Hampshire and is only seen at all
frequently on the west coast of Ireland.
Cory's Shearwater: None reported in British water so far this year but there
seems to have been a large movement eastward from the Atlantic into the
Mediterranean in the past few days - at one site close to the Straits of Gibralter
26 birds flew east on Feb 17 and next day 471 went the same way past a site a
little further east on the southern shore of Spain. (I wonder if the unlikely Great
Shearwater reported from the Dorset coast was in fact one of these birds which
bear a close resemblance to Great Shearwater?)
Balearic Shearwater: The Isle of Wight claimed its first ever winter record of
this species with two off Ventnor on Feb 13 (plenty of other winter sightings in
Dorset, a few in Sussex and even some in Kent)
Shag: Several were bringing nest material to the cliffs at Durlston on Feb 18 and
nest building there on Feb 21
Bittern: Three were still at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 20 and Dungeness RSPB
had four on Feb 17. Singles were seen at four other sites during the week

including one flushed from the River Darwell near Roberstbridge in the Hastings
area on Feb 15
Great Egret: The Dutch site which had 16 of these birds on Feb 13 reported 19
there on Feb 19
Grey Heron: Some had started to nest in the Weir Wood area near
Crowborough by Feb 17
White Stork: One was reported at a Belgian site on Feb 20, presumably an early
migrant (they normally start to leave their African wintering areas in February perhaps this one was spurred on by whatever brought a Lesser Whitethroat to
Sussex this week?)
Bewick's Swan: The number by the Hampshire Avon in the Ibsley area had
increased to 10 on Feb 14. This week's reports are of 55 in the Walland Marsh
area (east of Rye) on Feb 18, 40 roosting at the RSPB Dungeness reserve on Feb
14 (maybe the Walland Marsh birds?), and 17 at Burpham on the R Arun just
above Arundel on Feb 14. A flock of 25 at Pulbrough Brooks was seen to take off
and fly east on Feb 21 (maybe departing?)
Bean Goose: The three elusive birds were seen again at Ivy Lake in Chichester
on Feb 14, 20 and 21
Barnacle Goose: Two seen in the Priddy's Hard area of Portsmouth Harbour on
Feb 14 - unusual there but one at Farlington Marshes on Feb 18 has (I think)
been there since Jan 1
Brent Goose: The excited chattering of 170 of these geese feeding on the
Warblington shore on Feb 17 suggested to me that they were thinking of moving
on (and were probably just stopping off on a journey that started to the west of
us) and this was backed up by the presence of more than 500 nearby in
Emsworth Harbour (many more than the usual count there). Elsewhere reports
on Feb 14 were of 40 going east past Brighton Marina and 340 passing
Dungeness, and on Feb 15 at Hastings one flock of 20 flew east and Dungeness
had another 260 passing. Not many are seen passing Portland but 10 went by on
Feb 21 while a flock of 50 at Christchurch Harbour on Feb 19 had dwindled to 18
birds on Feb 20
Pale-bellied Brent: The number in The Fleet near Weymouth (where no more
than 22 have been seen in February) was up to 35 on Feb 21 - possibly an
indication that birds wintering in north-west France are starting their journey
back to Canada.
Red-breasted Goose: Still in the West Wittering area on Feb 21
Shelduck: A pair were back on their breeding territory at Budds Farm pools on
Feb 17
Mandarin: 20 birds seen at Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest on Feb 17 roughly even numbers of male and females

Gadwall: Seven were on the seawater of Langstone Harbour at the mouth of the
Langbrook stream on Feb 17
Shoveler: A total of more than 170 at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 15 include an
odd looking hybrid
King Eider: The male which was first seen in Rye Bay on Jan 11 and which
'disappeared' after Jan 20 has appeared agin in Rye Bay (Jury's Gap area) on Feb
15
Long-tailed Duck: The pair which have been in Chichester Harbour (Stockers
Lake area) since Jan 21 were seen in Mill Rythe bay on Feb 15. The bird off
Pagham Harbour was seen on Feb 17
Smew: 8 were at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Feb 14
Goshawk: One was displaying in the New Forest on Feb 15
Rough-legged Buzzard: What is agreed to be a 'genuine' bird has been seen
by many birders from Feb 15 to 19 at least in the Pilot Hill area on the
Hants/Berks border north of the village of Faccombe. When last seen the Buzzard
was being driven from the area by the many Red Kites which come to a
feeding station on private land in this area. (If you want a good walk starting in
our area the Wayfarer's Walk which starts in Emsworth will take you to the area
where the bird has been seen - the Walk ends at Inkpen Beacon, just a few miles
west of Pilot Hill)
Merlin: Taking a 20 minute break from writing this summary after lunch on Feb
22 I flushed a female Merlin from a hedgerow on the northern boundary of the
site where a new Havant hospital is to be built (south of Crossland Drive and east
of Petersfield Road). This very unexpected sighting gave me a new year tick and
brought my year list up to 95 species. A couple of days ago another female Merlin
was seen chasing a Woodpigeon along a road in Denmead, another built up area
very unlike open moorland or marsh where these birds normally hunt - I assume
both birds were on passage and not settled in these areas.
Peregrine: A pair were involved in aerial courtship display over Durlston on
Feb 18 but broke off for a few minutes when a Raven flew near them. On Feb 20
the pair that will nest on Shoreham Power Station chimney were display there.
Moorhen: One seen at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 15 to catch a fish some 10
cm long and to bash it on the ground before attempting to eat it.
Oystercatcher: Displaying at Rye Harbour on Feb 18
Avocet: An indication that these are now on the move east from their west
country wintering sites back to breeding sites was seen on Feb 19 when
two birds (new arrivals) landed on either side of the mouth of Southampton
Water (one at Fawley, the other at Hook). Maybe some of the Farlington Marshes
birds have also left as there were 23 there on Feb 13 but only 9 on Feb 19

Ringed Plover: First report of these displaying comes from Rye Harbour on
Feb 18
Golden Plover: On Feb 14 a flock of more than 300 was on mud by the
Emsworth Channel by the west end of the Thorney Great Deeps
Lapwing: These had started display flights at Rye Harbour on Feb 18 and on
Feb 20 105 Lapwing flew north east out to sea at Sandwich Bay along with many
Skylarks (presumably leaving us to head back to Scandinavia)
Little Stint: The Fishbourne Channel bird was seen again in the Apuldram area
on Feb 14 and one (maybe the same) was seen in the West Wittering area on
Feb 16 (first report from there this winter)
Dunlin: Tim Lawman was at the Langstone Harbour entrance channel watching
gulls coming in to the harbour to roost on the evening of Feb 20 and he saw
some 450 Dunlin going out of the harbour - at this time of day the movement
suggested these birds were leaving us and starting a long distance overnight
flight.
Black-tailed Godwit: John Clark reported a peak count of around 1275 in the
Ibsley area of the Avon Valley on Feb 14 and Bob Chapman reported some 1000
on Ibsley Water next day and 800 there on Feb 20. In contrast the count at
Pulborough Brooks was down to 10 on Feb 18 (though 170+ were there on Feb
21 when some 70 were at Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight)
Whimbrel: The wintering bird was seen again in the Fishbourne Channel near
Chichester on Feb 19
Spotted Redshank: Two of these were seen at the Nore Barn site at Emsworth
on Feb 14 but there have been no reports since then - possibly the 'resident' bird
was persuaded to join the other on its spring passage.
Med Gull: Lee Evans recorded a total of 267 in the Pagham Harbour area on Feb
13 (a total of 379 was reported there on 19 Sep 2008 and there was an odd
report of more than 270 in the Thanet area of Kent on 17 Oct 2008). Smaller
numbers but of local interest have been reported at the Hayling Oysterbeds - the
first to be reported there was seen on Feb 15 and 'a few' were there on Feb 17.
Indications of spring movement come from Kent where the first for the year
was at Dungeness on Feb 10, then an adult flew north past Sandwich Bay on Feb
16, the first adult was seen on the north Kent coast at Swalecliffe on Feb 18 and
a pair of adults was at the Oare Marshes on Feb 20. Feb 20 brought the first
report of three at the Rye Harbour gullery and on Feb 21 Cliff Dean was delighted
to hear the first calling over his home in Pett village to the north of Hastings.
Nearer home the first report of one back at the Hayling Oysterbeds was dated
Feb 15 and on Feb 18 John Chapman heard his first over his home in Langstone
village.
Black-headed Gull: Said to be squabbling around their nest islands at Rye
Harbour on Feb 18

Ring-billed Gull: One was still at the Cockle Pond in Gosport on Feb 14 but has
not been reported there since - maybe it moved to Poole Harbour where one was
seen on Feb 20 (though there had been one in that harbour briefly on Jan 9)
Common Gull: A count of more than 200 at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 15,
together with a sharp drop in the number of large gulls coming to roost there,
was evidence for Bob Chapman to show that spring passage is under way.
Another sign of passage was a recent increase in the number roosting in
Langstone Harbour - on Feb 20 Tim Lawman watched more than 250 come in
through the harbour entrance
Iceland Gull: Most recent sightings have been of singles at Sturminster Marshall
on the Dorset Stour on Feb 14 and the long staying bird at Hove
Lagoon/Shoreham Harbour on Feb 16. The Dungeness bird was still there on Feb
21
Glaucous Gull: The last sighting at Southsea was on Feb 16 but what is thought
to be the younger bird of the two which had been there was still to be seen
passing the Hayling Oysterbeds on Feb 17 and what may have been the adult
flew north through Portsmouth Harbour on Feb 21. The two birds which have
been in the Swanage/Durlston area since Feb 5 were seen by Lee Evans on Feb
21 and in his opinion neither of them are similar to the two which were at
Southsea. Lee Evans commented that an unusual number of arctic gulls
were currently being seen at European sites (several Iceland and
Glaucous plus an Ivory Gull in France and a Ross's Gull in Spain) - Lee
anticipates sightings of some of these in Britain as they move north again.
Sandwich Tern: One was seen from the Hayling Oysterbeds on Feb 15 (I think
this is the first sighting in Langstone Harbour this winter) and one was more
normally in the Wittering area of Chichester Harbour that day. Feb 19 brought
the first claim for arrival of a migrant when two were seen in the Thanet
area of Kent, neither looking like the single bird that has been wintering there.
Two at Dungeness on Feb 18 and three thereon Feb 20 are also likely to have
been early migrants
Stock Dove: Three flew over the Langstone South Moors when I was there on
Feb 17 and one was singing in Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Feb 20
Wood Pigeon: One flew in off the sea at Portland on Feb 15 as spring
passage begins to get under way.
Barn Owl: Plenty of these currently being seen but of local interest I see that
two were hunting over the Hayling Golf Course on the evening of Feb 20
Long-eared Owl: One was discovered in the 'bushes' at Farlington Marshes on
Feb 15 and was still there on Feb 21 - Mark Cutts has a good photo of its location
and a close up of the bird on the Three Amigos blog (
http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo )

Short-eared Owl: At least one was seen again very briefly over North Binness
Island in Langstone Harbour on Feb 17. On Feb 15 a total of 7 were hunting over
Bransbury Common near Andover at dusk and on Feb 14 two were seen near
Steyning (Adur valley north of Worthing)
Kingfisher: The Havant Wildlife Group on Feb 14 saw two along the 'canal'
joining the west end of the Little and Great Deeps on Thorney Island and on Feb
19 a pair were displaying at the Blashford Lake
Great Spotted Woodpecker: Of local interest one was heard drumming in the
Nore Barn wood at Emsworth on Feb 19
Woodlark: These are now starting their breeding season - Feb 14 brought
reports of birds on territory and singing at Bourley Hill (Aldershot) and the
Shatterford area of the New Forest (plus another unspecified New Forest site)
Meadow Pipit: Ten flew north over the Langstone South Moors shore on Feb 17
and 80 birds were seen at Portland on Feb 18 as passage gets under way.
Rock Pipit: First song reported at Durlston on Feb 18 and parachuting
display flights by six birds were noted there on Feb 21
Scandinavian Rock Pipit: Singles seen at Lymington on Feb 14 and at the
Hayling Oysterbeds on Feb 18
Waxwing: Still 10 at Goring by sea on Feb 21 (with another report of 3 in
Brighton on Feb 20)
Wren: Several people have reported the apparent absence of Wrens from
areas they have been surveying recently and fears have been expressed
that many of these (and other) small birds have been killed by the recent cold
weather - we will have to wait and see if they start to show up now the weather
is warmer (it is surprising how birds can appear to vanish although they are still
present - e.g. Dunnocks during their moult period - and also how they can
suddenly appear in large numbers just when we feared they had become extinct
- e.g. the recent re-appearance of Greenfinches)
Blackbird: Having heard one singing on Feb 10 (after one was heard in
Emsworth on Feb 8) I had to wait until Feb 17 until I heard another (this time
two different birds in Havant) and then a bird in Manor Close (Havant) was
singing on both Feb 18 and 19. As usual all these early songs were heard at dusk
- the one on Feb 19 at 6pm in dark and drizzle - I could just see the bird's
silhouette on a roof ridge. In the last couple of days song has become much
more frequent and there have been two reports of breeding - one carrying food
to young at Sway on Feb 15 and another with nest material in the Horsham
area on Feb 21
Fieldfare: A mass movement north of more than 2000 birds was seen in the
Berwick area north of Eastbourne on Feb 16

Mistle Thrush: First song of this year was heard on Feb 12 in the Rye area and
on Feb 14 one was singing at Durlston
Lesser Whitethroat: On Feb 20 Richard Fairbank posted this entry on the SOS
website .. "A Lesser Whitethroat was heard calling and then seen in the hedge
bordering the cycle lane and the children's playground at Hove Lagoon at 07.30
this morning. As I've cycled past at a similar time every day this week and not
heard it, and as the habitat isn't ideal I'd suggest it was a very early migrant."
Goldcrest: Song also heard at Durlston on Feb 14
Firecrest: One seen in the small copse beside the Hayling Coastal Path
immediately north of West Town Station on Feb 16 and another seen in the
Oysterbeds area on Feb 21
Marsh Tit: First report of song at Sowley Pond (Lymington) on Feb 14
Willow Tit: At least three found in the Faccombe village area north of Andover
on Feb 18 (but none at Hurstbourne Common woods where at least three pairs
were present in April of 2007)
Tree Creeper: First report of song for the year comes from Battle (Hastings
area) on Feb 17
Great Grey Shrike: The monthly survey of the New Forest on Feb 14/15 found
four birds at different sites. Feb 14 also brought a report of a bird at a new site
(Ringmer near Lewes)
Jay: On Feb 20 five Jays were seen in a Sussex garden and one was seen to
perch on a post and to haul up a string on which unshelled peanuts had
been hung, and to take these alternatives to acorns.
Rook: Birds seen back at rookeries at Barnham (Arundel) on Feb 16 and Lewes
on Feb 17. On Feb 20 Roooks at Uckfield were gathering sticks to repair their
nests
House Sparrow: Birds seen with nest material in Emsworth on Feb 17
Linnet: First song reported at Durlston on Feb 14 and a bird was said to be
newly back on territory in the Ashdown Forest on Feb 20
Bullfinch: Another unusual report from Durlston of two birds singing there on
Feb 11 - this is backed up by the note saying that the birds were perched
prominently on the top of Hawthorn bushes
Lapland Bunting: A female had been seen at Pagham Harbour and the second
of the year is reported as passing at Folkestone on Feb 16
Yellowhammer: Durlston also reports a 'first attempt at song' by a
Yellowhammer on Feb 18
Reed Bunting: First song at Christchurch Harbour on Feb 14

INSECTS
Butterflies
Brimstone: First of year flying in the New Forest on Feb 15 with others at
Southampton and Fordingbridge on Feb 16. These have been followed by
reports from Horsham, Harewood Forest (Andover) and Stockbridge Down
Red Admiral: Seen in Bournemouth and on Thorney Island on Feb 14
followed by reports from four sites on Feb 21 (one of them on the Hayling
Billy line in Havant)
Small Tortoiseshell: One at Goring by sea (Worthing) on Feb 14 -first of
year
Peacock: One flying in the Thanet area of Kent on Feb 16
Comma: Late news of the first of year seen in the Farlington area of
Portsmouth on Feb 10 and another in the Winchester area on Feb 21
Moths
White-shouldered House Moth (0648 Endrosis sarcitrella): First of
year in the Thanet area of Kent on Feb 18
Common Flat-body (0688 Agonopterix heracliana): First of year in
the Denton area of Newhaven on Feb 16
Brown-spot Flat-body (0695 Agonopterix alstroemeriana): First of
year at Portland on Feb 15
Scrobipalpa costella (0819): Another first at Portland on Feb 15
Winter Shade (1025 Tortricodes alternella): Several had been seen in
the Rye town area by Feb 20
Acleris hastiana (1053): Another first at Portland on Feb 15
Small Magpie (1376 Eurrhypara hortulata): First seen in the Fleet
area on Feb 16
Brown Plume (1524 Emmelina monodactyla): First at Rye on Feb 20
March Moth (1663 Alsophila aescularia): Joint firsts on Feb 16 at
Edburton (north of Brighton) and Ashdown Forest area
Mottled Grey (1775 Colostygia multistrigaria): Another first at
Portland on Feb 15
Common Quaker (2187 Orthosia stabilis): First at Rye on Feb 20
Hebrew Character (2190 Orthosia gothica): First at Edburton on Feb
17
The Chestnut (2258 Conistra vaccinii): First of year in the Denton area
of Newhaven on Feb 16
Other Insects
Honey Bee: First report for the year is of one foraging the Ashdown Forest
area on Feb 20
Bumblebee species: Several recent reports from Feb 16 on with more
than 8 seen at Horsham on Feb 21
PLANTS
Thale Cress: Single specimen in Havant on Feb 16 was my first of year

Common Whitlowgrass: Flowers fully open on Feb 16 in Waterloo Road with
more seen in Juniper Square, also in Havant, on Feb 20
Portland Spurge??: A photo of a Spurge in flower at Rye Harbour appeared on
the RX website on Feb 19 with a caption saying that it was Sea Spurge but with
a question mark, partly becuase of the early date and partly because of the
strong red tinge to the stems and leaves. Both the date and colour would better
suit the much rarer Portland Spurge (though that is unlikely - if true it would
be the first ever recorded in Sussex). I emailed Barry Yates (who posted the
picture) to get his opinion and he told me he was pretty sure the plants were the
ordinary Sea Spurge which flourishes there.
Cow Parsley: Two succesive finds of flowering plants in Emsworth and
Chichester on Feb 16 and 17 show that we are nearing the time when this plant
will be flowering everywhere
Field Madder: A few flowers open on one plant in the arable field behind
Conigar Point at Warblington were the first I have recorded this year.
Butterbur: The flower spikes of these plants were just starting to appear above
ground at Brook meadow in Emsworth on Feb 14 (when I found two in full flower
at Racton further up the Ems Valley). Strangely there was no sign of any female
flower spikes beside the Langbrook stream on Feb 17 (they are usually out earlier
than the males)
Giant Butterbur: A few plants at the site beside the Langbrook stream were in
flower by Feb 17
Three-cornered Leek: This was found in flower at Emsworth by Brian Fellows
on Feb 19 - the similar looking Summer Snowflake is also in flower and Brian
has put comparative photos of the distinctive flowers of the two species on his
website
Early Purple Orchid: My first sight of the leaves of these orchids in the
Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Feb 20 was a pleasant reminder of the
continuing approach of spring
Barren Brome grass: I had my first sight for the year of this in Havant on Feb
20
OTHER WILDLIFE
Stoat: On Feb 13 one was seen at Durlston in its white winter coat - very
unusual in southern England
Weasel: Two reports, both on Feb 18 - one seen in the Broadmarsh Coastal Park
by Langstone Harbour and another at Durlston. I wonder if this indicates that

some Weasels already have young to feed (young are normally nor born until
April)?
Bottle-nosed Dolphin: A pod of at least 8 were off Portland on Feb 15 - this is
the first report for the current year though last year the first report was on Jan
22 and there had been 6 reports by Feb 1 (all at Portland)
Fallow Deer: The party led by Kevin Stouse to visit Amberley Wild Brooks on
Feb 15 saw more than 50 Fallow Deer - although he does not mention their
colour I guess they may have had very dark (almost black) coats indicating they
were descendants of deer which escaped from the grounds of Parham House inbreeding among that herd is thought to account for their very dark colour (but
maybe now they have been free to roam for more than ten years the dark strain
has become 'diluted')
Water Vole: One sighting reported in the R Ems at Brook Meadow on Feb 15
Pipistrelle: The first which I have heard of this year was flying by the Sussex
Ouse south of Lewes on Feb 16
Frog: Following the first report of spawn for the year in a Waterlooville pond on
Feb 9 a second report dated Feb 18 comes from the Farlington area on the south
side of Portsdown. On Feb 17 there were no females and no spawn in a Northiam
(Hastings) pond where just six males were awating the arrival of females. More
spawn was found in a garden pond in the Denvilles area of Havant on Feb 18.
Toad: Also on Feb 17 came the first sign of these moving to breeding ponds - a
single male squashed on a road at Northiam
Newts: .. and still with Northiam on Feb 17 the garden pond there had around a
dozen Common and one Palmate Newt
Adder: Another sign of spring - the first sight of a basking Adder at Durlston
on Feb 14 and on Feb 21 two were 'writhing together' there
Slow-worm: First report of the year from the Northiam area near Hastings - one
was basking under roofing felt there on Feb 21
Trout: Several large Brown Trout were seen swimming in the River Ems at
Emsworth on Feb 15
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 16 - 22 (WEEK 7 OF 2009)
Fri 20 Feb
Havant and Warblington
A cycle ride in this morning's sunshine took me down Wade Court Road, along
the shore to Nore Barn and then home around the north side of Warblington
Farm. Perhaps the most interesting feature of this outing was the noise made
by the Brent along the Warblington shore - an excited chattering which I

interpreted as a lively discussion of the need to be on the move and about the
pleasures of the coming spring and summer.
Coal Tits were singing by Wade Court Road and a Chaffinch was singing in
Nore Barn wood but the only new flower for the month was Field Madder in the
farm field behind Conigar Point.
Back at home I walked around Havant and was stunned by the blue of the
flowers on a mat of Grey Field Speedwell in Juniper Square where I also
found flowers of Common Whitlowgrass.
In the afternoon I walked the eastern end of the Hollybank Woods to search (in
vain) for the blue flowers of Alpine Squill which I found flowering here on Feb
25 last year. I did find a few Primrose flowers and heard Stock Dove song but
the best sight was of some 10 basal leaf rosettes of Early Purple orchids.
While here I checked out flowers on both male and female (identified by rich red
berries) plants of Butcher's Broom. Something which Brian Fellows wrote
recently seemed to imply that the female flowers looked different from the male
flowers but I could see no difference and cannot find any mention of one in the
books I have.
Tue 17 Feb
Langstone South Moors and Budds Farm
Although Song Thrushes have been singing occasionally since Jan 13 this
morning brought the first song into earshot of my garden and as I walked home
at dusk I passed two Blackbirds in song.
My afternoon walk took me beside the Langbrook Stream to the site of the Giant
Butterbur of which three or four of the fifteen plants that have already pushed
up were now flowering. Surprisingly, having seen normal male Butterbur in
flower last Saturday, I could see no sign of the female plants that grow
beside the stream here. Also not showing today were any Kingcup flowers
where I had seen a single first flower on Feb 7 (but there were a lot more leaves
showing).
Reaching Southmoor Lane I found the Goat Willow tree overhanging the exit
gate from the nature reserve was now fully clothed in golden Pussy Paw
catkins but still only one Cherry Plum tree had blossom.
The Budds Farm pools had several signs of the end of winter mode among
the birds. The first was the general reduction in numbers of duck (only 8
Pochard, 2 Tufted Duck and 1 Shoveler though with at least 20 Teal and 6
Gadwall), the second was the return of the Swan pair without one of their
two cygnets (though one cygnet was refusing to leave home!), and a third sign
was the arrival of the first pair of Shelduck (normally at least two pairs try to
breed here).
Looking west from Budds Mound with the tide high there were no Brent or
Wigeon to be seen but as soon as I started to walk east from the end of
Southmoor Lane I found at least 170 Brent and 90 Wigeon feeding in the
tideline and when I got to the mouth of the Langbrook stream I found seven
Gadwall and a pair of Shoveler on the sea with 15 Ringed Plover and 20+
Redshank on the shore along with 50 Oystercatcher. One Greenshank and
one Egret were just inside the South Moors fence in the stream coming out of

the Tamarisk Pool. Another sign of spring was the sight of 10 Meadow Pipits
seemingly arriving from the south and no doubt intending to move on north.
On the final stretch of my walk I found a Grey Wagtail still looking like a fixture
in the Lymbourne Stream.
Mon 16 Feb
First day of spring?
The air in this morning's sunshine was several degrees warmer than it has been
for a long time and had the feeling of spring. My only outing was a local walk in
Havant during which I found several plants of Common Whitlowgrass in
Waterloo Road had their flowers fully open for the first time. Near them I found
my very first Thale Cress of the year - the seeds on its flowering stem indicated
that it had been in flower for some time (This evening this humble plant got a
mention in University Challenge on TV - it was the answer to the questtion as to
which plant had been the first to have its genome fully described).
Later in my walk I found Summer Snowflake in flower and was able to
distinguish it from Three-cornered Leek by the placement of the green on the
white flowers - Summer Snowflake has green tips to its petals which are
otherwise all white whereas Three-cornered Leek has no solid green tips to the
petals but has thin longitudinal green stripes on the white petals. Near these
plants I found the first flowers for some time on Ivy-leaved Toadflax.
To confirm my impression that sping had come I heard that the first Brimstone
Butterfly of the year had been seen out in Southampton this morning. Small
Tortoiseshell and Small White had appeared elsewhere over the weekend.
SUMMARY FOR FEB 9 - 15 (WEEK 6 OF 2009)
Highlights:
All 18 of the Black-necked Grebes that are wintering in Langstone Harbour
were seen together from the Hayling Oysterbeds this week.
Investigation of reports of up to 16 Great White Herons at a Dutch site has
extended my knowledge of both the European based Great Egrets and the
American based Great White Heron species, and from a bird seen in Pagham
Harbour I have also learnt that there is possibly a fourth race of Brent
(Grey-bellied in addition to Dark-bellied, Pale-bellied and Brant). More
knowledge comes from the Sussex Ouse valley where Wood Duck breed in
Owl nest boxes.
Raptor behaviour continues to facinate - this week one Peregrine has been
'sparring' in flight with a Hen Harrier while another has eaten up a Merlin
which dared to perch on a pylon which 'belonged' to the Peregrine, and
Buzzards have been seen digging into a Mole-hill as Goshawks begin
their spring display flights.

Owls are also in the news with a chance to hear a Little Owl singing (on the
internet), and on the Sussex Downs a previously unknown winter roost site
for Long-eared Owls has been found.
Both Black Guillemot and Little Auk get a mention this week.
New songsters this week include drumming Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
Blackbird, Mistle Thrush and Linnet while Woodlarks get their breeding
season under way and a couple of Skylarks are seen fighting on the
ground.
Two wintering Whinchats have been found in Sussex and Kent
Surprisingly four butterly species (including Small Tortoiseshell and Small
White) have been on the wing this week but only one new Moth species
(Dotted Border) is reported.
New flowering plants are Lesser Periwinkle, Spurgle Laurel, Green
Hellebore and Butterbur following the first Danish Scurvygrass and
Common Alder.
One of several Porpoises arriving in the English Channel this week came into
Langstone Harbour to die after stranding on the Hayling shore and from Kent we
hear of the first Mad March Hares. Perhaps more significant is the first report
of Frogspawn for the year.
BIRDS
Great Northern Diver: On Feb 11 the same observer saw one off Southsea
Castle and another in the Langstone Harbour entrance and this latter bird was
seen again on Feb 12
Great Crested Grebe: On Feb 8 there were 137 in the Solent west of Titchfield
Haven and another 89 were across the Solent in flocks of 38 (west of Ryde) and
51 (off Seaview east of Ryde). Also that day some 500 were in Rye Bay off Pett
and on Feb 7 there were 95 off Folkestone. On Feb 11 two sites in Holland had a
combined total of 1310 present. On Feb 12 the flock which has been on the sea
off Bournemouth for some time was reported to have 330 birds in it with 249
seen there on Feb 14
Red-necked Grebe: The bird which has been sporadically seen off Southsea
Castle since Feb 4 seems to commute across Spithead to be seen off the Isle of
Wight - on Feb 8 it was seen at both Southsea and Puckpool Point west of Ryde,
then on Feb 9 it was still off the Seaview area of the IoW but on Feb 11 it was
back at Southsea
Slavonian Grebe: No more than 4 had been reported on the Lymington shore
before Feb 7 when 7 were thought to be there (Feb 8 brought a count of 5
there). On Feb 13 a total of 8 were on the sea off Pagham Harbour with 3 in the
Lymington area

Black-necked Grebe: A flock of 13 were seen off the Hayling Oysterbeds on
Feb 11 and what was probably the winter total for Langstone Harbour (18 birds)
was seen from the Oysterbeds on Feb 14. The Studland Bay area had at least 21
on Feb 8 and 19 on Feb 10
Fulmar: Two were already settled on ledges at Gore Cliff by St Catherine's Point
(IoW) on Feb 7 with another four in the air nearby, and on that day more than
ten were seen around Durlston
Balearic Shearwater: Although I have seen 16 reports of these in the English
Channel so far this year (with singles as far east as Dungeness on Jan 16 and 17)
two which flew west off Ventnor on Feb 13 were noted as the first winter
record of the species for the Isle of Wight.
Cormorant: Flocks of several hundred have been seen off the southern English
coast recently but a count of 700 on the sea of Cap Gris-Nez in France on Feb 8
was bigger than any count reported on this side of the water this year (though
nowhere near the 1455 seen on the sea at a Dutch site on Jan 14). On Feb 12
Christchurch Harbour reported 240 off shore there with 232 on the sea there on
Feb 14.
Shag: On Feb 12 one was seen on the sea off Portland with its body and wings
completely enmeshed in part of a fishing net and associated ropes
Bittern: The Stour Valley east of Canterbury was thought to have more than 10
Bitterns on Feb 8 and on Feb 9 one walked out onto a footpath at the Rooksbury
Mill site at Andover (I think it may have been a first for the site), then on Feb 10
all three of the birds at the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood were showing openly.
Just one was seen at Titchfield Haven on Feb 11
Great White Heron: The Trektellen website regularly has reports of Great
White Heron at sites in Holland and I initially thought this was their version of the
English name for Great Egret but when I saw a count of 11 reported for one site
on Feb 11 (increasing to 16 at that site on Feb 13) I had my doubts.
Investigating further - see
http://sofia.usgs.gov/virtual_tour/kids/critters/heron.html - I found that there is a
'white morph' of the Great Blue Heron (Ardea cinerea) which is called Great White
Heron, not to be confused with the Great Egret, but I am still confused as the
Great Blue Heron is an American species which is a very rare vagrant to Europe.
Further investigation brought me back to the Great Egret which does breed in
Europe and which is called Egretta alba in the Collins Bird Guide but which also
goes under the name Casmerodius albus. My conclusion is that the birds in
Holland are Great Egrets and I guess they are winter visitors from a breeding
population in extreme south east Europe but I have so far been unable to find
any evidence to show whether they, like Little Egrets, have been extending their
breeding range in recent years.
Mute Swan: The Langstone pair were back on the Mill Pond on Feb 11

Bewick's Swan: More of these birds have been found in the Avon Valley near
Ibsley (Ringwood) by John Clark who was there on Feb 14 and reported .. "ten
Bewick's Swans above Ibsley - two families of 4 and 3 and three adults". Also of
interest I see that Derek Hale from the Isle of Wight was at Slimbridge on the
Severn estuary on Feb 13 and found around 110 present there.
Bean Goose: The three Tundra birds which have been in the Chichester Lakes
area since at least Jan 9 have been seen on Ivy Lake as recently as Feb 14
Whitefront Goose: Although we in southern England cannot match the count of
2277 at one Dutch site on Feb 13 there were around 100 at Slimbridge that day
and a lone bird remains with Canadas in the Hampshire Avon valley
Cackling Canada Goose: The single bird remains at Titchfield Haven (last seen
Feb 11)
'Silver-back' Brent Goose: On Jan 31 a visitor to Pagham Harbour from
Cornwall saw an unusual bird among a flock of 1500 Brent and he has sent
drawings and notes to Alan Kitson who saw what was probably the same bird on
four occasions between 27 Nov 2004 and 26 Feb 2005 and then had one more
sighting of it on 28 Dec 2005. The bird is said by Alan to have its .. "mantle pale
silvery-grey and belly and flanks pale mottled grey" and by his correspondent to
have upperparts that are 'white wagtail grey with no brown. Alan thinks it is a
mutant (and not a putative fourth race of Brent called Grey-bellied Brent which
occasionally comes to Ireland with Pale-bellied Brent) and he believes it to be a
female as he saw it in close company with a normal Dark-bellied bird which was
'keeping guard' as if it were a male. The bird has been in adult plumage
throughout. For photos of Grey-bellied Brent go to
http://www.spurnbirdobservatory.co.uk/gallery/greybelliedbrentgoose.html
The Wikipaedia entry for Brent Goose includes .. "A fourth form (known variously
as Gray Brant, Intermediate Brant or Grey-bellied Brent Goose) has been
proposed, although no formal subspecies description has been made as yet, for a
population of birds breeding in central Arctic Canada (mainly Melville Island), and
wintering in the Puget Sound on the American west coast around the
U.S./Canada border. These birds are intermediate in appearance between Black
Brant and Pale-bellied Brent, having brown upperparts and grey underparts which
give less of a contrast with the white flank patch. Given that this population
exhibits mixed characters, it has also been proposed that, rather than being a
separate subspecies, it is actually a result of interbreeding between these two
forms".
Red-breasted Goose: The last report which I have of this on the Lymington
marshes was dated Feb 4 and I have heard no more of it until Feb 12 when what
is very probably the same bird turned up among Brent in the East Head carpark
near the mouth of Chichester Harbour - it was still there on Feb 14
Wood Duck: A group of 12 flying along the Rother Valley near Robsertsbridge
(north of Hastings) on Feb 8 provoked a question as to whether there are any

established feral populations of this species which is to be found in many wildfowl
collections. In response to this John Levin wrote (on the SOS website) .. "Wood
Ducks in this area around the Ouse and the Uck in Isfield (north of Lewes) are
relatively common. They use the boxes we put up for nesting Tawny Owls and
even the triangle Barn Owl boxes when sited close to water or on the edge of
woodland. They certainly breed here yearly and we had a female with five
ducklings all of which survived and stayed with her until we last saw them around
November".
Pintail: Flooding in the Avon valley south of Ringwood had brought at least 215
Pintail there on Feb 10. This is the third largest count I have seen so far this year
after 225 of them at Pulborough on Jan 19 and 300+ in the Sheppey area of
north west Kent on Jan 23
Scaup: A single drake which was seen at Rooksbury Mill (on the south side of
Andover) from Jan 1 to 26 seems to have re-appeared at the Anton Lakes on the
north side of Andover where one was seen on Feb 8. The two drakes were still on
the river at Titchfield Haven on Feb 11
Long-tailed Duck: Single birds were seen at Hook (Warsash) and on the sea off
Church Norton on Feb 8 but by Feb 11 the Hook bird seems to have crossed the
mouth of Southampton Water to be seen off Fawley power station.
Velvet Scoter: Six were seen in Rye Bay off Pett on Feb 8 (with around 1000
Common Scoter) and two were in the Hurst area near Lymington that day while a
single was in Studland Bay on Feb 8, 10 and 11
Goldeneye: The Fishbourne Channel near Chichester has had a flock of
Goldeneye since the New Year (9 there on Jan 2) and a count of 19 on Feb 10
has only been beaten once with 20 on Jan 7
Hen Harrier: A female was seen for some time "sparring" with a Peregrine in
the Sandwich Bay area of Kent on Feb 10
Goshawk: One flew over the Beeding Brooks area by the R Adur near Steyning
on Feb 12 and on Feb 13 one was seen soaring over the Beaulieu Road Station
area of the New Forest
Buzzard: These are often seen prowling on the ground in search of earthworms
but exactly what two of them were doing 'digging at Mole Hills' in the north
fields at Pagham Harbour on Feb 10 remains a mystery.
Merlin: In the Southwick area of Brighton on Feb 12 a Merlin was foolish enough
to perch on an electricity pylon that is regularly used by Peregrines (probably the
pair which are currently investigating the nest box on the local power station
chimney). One of the Peregrines witnessed the effrontery of the Merlin, flew over
to the pylon and taught the Merlin a lesson that it has now forgotten as its flesh
is inside the Peregrine.

Red-legged Partridge: Of local interest I came across one on Feb 13 in the big
field with the Rookery trees across the road from Northney Farm on Hayling
Avocet: The flock at Farlington Marshes numbered 29 on Feb 11
Golden Plover: A flock of around 400 was in fields on the northwest shoulder of
Portsdown on both Feb 7 and 8. Bigger flocks were seen on Feb 12 - 250 at West
Wittering. 700 at Rye Harbour and 2200 in the Thanet are of Kent.
Lapwing: The flooded north fields at Pagham Harbour attracted an impressive
flock of 2600 Lapwing on Feb 10
Knot: Some 30 were in the Emsworth Harbour area on Feb 12 and 9 were seen
there on Feb 14
Black-tailed Godwit: A total of 1120 Godwits was on the Pagham north fields
on Feb 10 . On Feb 7 there were at least 120 at Titchfield Haven and on Feb 14
John Clark saw an estimated 1275 of them in the Avon valley near Ringwood
Whimbrel: The wintering bird in the Fishbourne channel near Chichester was
seen again on Feb 12
Med Gull: An adult was in full summer plumage at Titchfield Haven on Feb 8 and
on Feb 11 more than 120 were still in the Weymouth area while more than 250
were seen in Pagham Harbour on Feb 13
Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was still at the Cockle Pond on Feb 14 and a
different bird was at Dungeness on Feb 8
Iceland Gull: The long staying bird was still in the Shoreham Harbour/Hove
Lagoon area on Feb 14 when a different bird was seen at the Sturminster
Marshall gravel pits (by the R Stour between Wimborne and Blandford) and on
Feb 8 one was in the Hurst area at Lymington where the only previous sightings
that I am aware of were on Jan 26 and 31
Glaucous Gull: The last report of two birds on the Southsea seafront that I am
aware of was dated Feb 7. When Lee Evans was there on Feb 8 all he saw was
one bird flying inland over Southsea Common and there has been another
sighting on Feb 11 of one resting on Southsea Common until disturbed by a dog,
when it flew north. There have been no more recent local reports except a
sighting of a second winter bird (probably one that was previously at Southsea)
off the Hayling Oysterbeds on Feb 14. In Dorset one had been in the
Swanage/Durlston area from Feb 5 to 14 at least. Of interest to bird parasite
enthusiasts a photo which Alistair Martin took of one ot the Southsea birds shows
an infestation of small fleas in its plumage just behind one of its eyes.
Razorbill: Around 500 were on the sea at Durlston on Feb 8 and on Feb 13
there were some 600 on the sea off Worthing with many more flying east further
out.

Black Guillemot: First mention of this species for this winter is of one at a
Dutch site on Feb 13
Little Auk: One was reported from the French coast near Calais - on Feb 8 it
was seen from Cap Gis-Nez and on Feb 10 from Le Clipon
Barn Owl: One was seen over the shore field to the east of Mengham Rythe
sailing club on Feb 10 (maybe one has settled in the Tournerbury Wood area just
across the water?) and other local sightings were at the Thornham Marshes on
Feb 12 (with a Short-eared Owl) and near the Titchfield Canal path on Feb 13
(when three were seen with two Short-eared at Bransbury Common near
Andover)
Little Owl: On Feb 9 Martin Cade told us on the Portland website that one of the
two birds that have been a regular sight in a small rock cave there for a long time
had now started singing and you can hear a recording of this by going to the new
sound archive set up as part of their website - go to
http://www.portlandbirdobs.org.uk/sound_archive.htm - perhaps this is what was
heard at Stoke Common (behind the Hayling Oysterbeds) on Jan 30?
Long-eared Owl: On Feb 8 a new roost of these birds was discovered by Dave
and Penny Green on the Sussex Downs in the Brighton area and one of them was
seen hunting by day (unusual for this species) in company with Short-eared Owls
enabling the differences in plumage to be seen. Another report of one hunting by
day with Short-eared Owls comes from Sandwich Bay in Kent on Feb 12.
Great Spotted Woodpecker: Maybe of local interest on Feb 11 a couple of
these were seen and heard calling in the big old Grey Poplar beside Wade Court
Road in Havant opposite its junction with North Close. On Feb 14 two flew over
my Havant garden.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: A male was drumming at the Warnham Mill
Pond reserve in Horsham on Feb 8
Woodlark: On Feb 14 John Eyre told us .. "First Woodlarks of the spring this
morning on Bourley & Long Valley (close to Aldershot). I had a pair back on a
known breeding site and a third bird close by. Despite the still and relatively
warm conditions, I heard only a very short, weak burst of song". In the New
Forest two Woodlarks were in full song that morning though another birder in the
New Forest only heard a very brief burst of song. Earlier song had been heard in
Ashdown Forest on Jan 27 and in the Horsham area on Feb 12,
Skylark: I have long understood that resident Skylarks can be provoked into
song at this time of year by the arrival of migrants in their airspace but I have
never before heard it suggested that this could lead to a serious fight between
two birds yet that is one of the theories to account for a battle photographed by
Steve Copsey when he was at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on Feb 8 go to http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo and select 'Battling Skylarks' from the
list of recent posts on the right of the screen.

Scandinavian Rock Pipit: The first two to be identified this year were reported
by Lee Evans when he was at Gosport on Feb 8. These are now starting to
acquire spring plumage which allows these 'littoralis' birds to be distinguished
from the 'petrosus' Rock Pipits which will stay and breed in Britain - the
Scandinavian birds in full breeding plumage have a bluish tinge to the brown on
their heads and a slight yellow or pinkish tinge to the breast and underparts.
These Rock Pipits retain the streaking on their breasts unlike the Water Pipits
whose breasts lose their streaking and acquire a strong pinkish tinge in breeding
plumage.
Water Pipit: One was seen by the Fishbourne Channel at Chichester on Feb 10
and two were seen from the Titchfield Canal path on Feb 13
Waxwing: 12 flew over Christchurch Harbour on Feb 8 and on Feb 11 a flock of
10 turned up near the railway station in Goring-by -sea (Worthing area) where
they have stayed to Feb 14 at least.
Whinchat: These hardly ever spend the winter in Britain but current reports
contain two finds of them - one of a male on Feb 7 at Ferring Rife (Worthing),
where what may have been the same bird was reported as a 'possible' on 12 Nov
2008, and the other on the north Kent coast near Manston on Feb 10. One of the
highspots of my birding career was the find of a wintering bird at the Hilsea Lines
(Portsmouth) in Jan 1983 but I don't recall any other wintering birds since then.
Blackbird: First local song was heard in Emsworth by Brian Fellows on Feb 8
and I heard on in Havant at dusk on Feb 10. There had been rather vague
mention of song at Durlston on Jan 27.
Redwing: There have been many throughout southern England recently so a
sighting of half a dozen in the Stockheath allotments at Leigh Park in Havant on
Feb 10 was of purely local interest.
Mistle Thrush: First song of the year heard in the Brede Valley near Rye on
Feb 12 and at Christchurch Harbour on Feb 14
Yellow-browed Warbler: After the first report of the year which came from
central Southampton on Feb 6 there has been a second report of one (heard
only) in the Lymington area on Feb 8
Chiffchaff: One was working its way along Blackthorn bushes lining the
Hermitage stream in the Stockheath area of Leigh Park here in Havant on Feb 10.
Two Siberian (tristis) Chiffchaffs have been at Lodmoor in Weymouth for some
time and on Feb 8 the Dorset Bird Club website had side-by-side comparison
photos of normal and tristis birds taken at Lodmoor (to see them go to
http://www.dorsetbirdclub.org.uk/Sightings.htm and scroll down to the Feb 8
entry)
Tree Creeper: Three reports this week from the New Forest, Isle of Wight and
Catsfield near Hastings where a pair were investigating a nest site they have used
in previous years.

Hooded Crow: The single bird wintering in north Kent was seen again with
other Crows in the Seasalter area on Feb 11
Linnet: A flock of 200 at Red Cliff (between Sandown and Bembridge Foreland
on the IoW) on Feb 7 may have been newly arrived migrants though there was a
report of around 100 on nearby Culver Down on Jan 2. Warmer weather on Feb
14 brought at least one Linnet at Christchurch Harbour into song for the first time
this year.
Twite: The single bird seen with Linnets in the Keyhaven area at Lymington on
Jan 27 was seen again on Feb 7 and 11. It remains the only representative of its
species in southern England this year as far as I know though 13 were seen at a
Dutch site on Feb 11
Snow Bunting: Four were still in the Seasalter area of north Kent on Feb 13
Yellowhammer: On Feb 9 a flock of more than 40 was seen on Bury Hill close
to the A303 where it passes Andover - also seen there were at least 11 Corn
Buntings. On Feb 13 the Yellowhammers at this site numbered 53.
Corn Bunting: In addition to those mentioned above in the Andover area the
flock at Rodmell (by the Sussex Ouse south of Lewes) still numbered more than
70 on Feb 13.
Escapees: One of the Fulvous Whistling Ducks was still at Titchfield Haven
on Feb 8. Checking back I see that one of these was recorded there 14 Apr 2005
and that there have been at least eight sightings there prior to this one (three
were present on 24 Mar 2007). The species has also been seen several times in
the Chichester area (4 of them on Runcton Lake on 18 Nov 2006), while last year
one was at the Blashford Lakes on May 10 and another at Hook/Warsash on Sep
19 and 29. I also discovered that a similar bird (a distinctive White-faced
Whistling Duck) was on the River Ems at Emsworth for a week in April 2005
INSECTS
Butterflies
Small White: Presumably one had been attempting hibernation in the
Worthing area and was discovered when it appeared in the kitchen of a
house in the Findon valley during the evening of Feb 10
Red Admiral: One was flying at Ardingly near Haywards Heath on Feb 13
and another was seen in the Emsworth area on Feb 14
Peacock: A 'half awake' specimen was seen flying weakly in the Newhaven
area on Feb 8
Small Tortoiseshell: The first report of this species for the year comes
from Goring-by-sea (Worthing) on Feb 14
Moths
Dotted Border (1934 Agriopis marginaria): First for the year at
Newhaven on Feb 10

Early Moth (1960 Theria primaria): These have been seen since Jan 13
but a walk through Friston Forest near Eastbourne on the evening of Feb 7
encountered five different specimens
PLANTS
The number of species reported in flower so far this year is 84 (this
excludes grasses and the Canadian Fleabane which I wrongly idenitfied on Feb
7). Newly added species this week are ...
Green Hellebore: Three or four plants had large flower buds (none fully open)
on Feb 14 beside Woodlands Lane in the Lordington Copse area above Walderton
in the Ems Valley
Danish Scurvygrass: First flowers seen beside the Petersfield Road in Havant
on Feb 10
Spurge Laurel: Several plants in flower alongside Woodlands Lane at
Lordington Copse on Feb 14
Common Alder: Some trees around Langstone Mill Pond had catkins open on
Feb 11
Lesser Periwinkle: First flowers seen on Feb 14 at two sites - five flowers at
the junction of Southleigh and East Leigh roads at Locks farm in the Denvilles
area of Havant and another flower spotted on plants beside Hollybank Lane in
north Emsworth (between Tudor Ave and Oak Tree Drive) - both sites probably
have plants of natural woodland origin.
Butterbur: A ditch deeply flooded by water close to the River Ems in the Racton
area had two fully open flower spikes holding their heads above the water on Feb
14. Plants at Brook Meadow were just pushing the tips of their flower spikes up
through the ground on that day and I think the plants at Racton had been forced
into growth flowering by the flood water - they could either stay at the bottom of
the ditch and be drowned or rise with the water level and survive (early flowering
is typical in all plant species when under threat of imminent death)
OTHER WILDLIFE
Common (=Harbour) Porpoise: Perhaps some up-Channel movement this
week as five were reported passing one Dutch site on Feb 13 and three were
seen from another on Feb 14 (these were the first mentions of the species that I
have seen this year). Of dramatic local interest one was stranded by the falling
tide at the Hayling Oysterbeds (probably in Stoke Bay) on Feb 11. Claire Stares of
the Marine Life Rescue Society (which was also in the local news on 1 Aug 2008
when a Northern Bottlenose Whale was stranded on the Langstone Village shore)
tells us that the Porpoise was in a bad way suffering from internal bleeding and
that it died shortly after becoming stranded. (the Whale was also sick and died
but after a longer struggle)

Fox: As noted above in today's diary I saw two Foxes in the Wade Court area
taking the chance to do a bit of sunbathing after recent wet and cold weather.
Roe Deer: A further sign of the ever growing population of these animals comes
in a report from the Bownwich Cliffs area of shore fields between Titchfield Haven
and Hook where a bunch of ten was seen together on Feb 9 (a peak count for
the area - normally no more than two or three are seen here). Another indication
of the growing population came in a report from John Goodspeed last week of
two unidentified deer sightings in gardens close to his own in a crowded
residential housing area on top of Portsdown close to the London Road coming
up the hill from Portsmouth. On Feb 13 five of the group which inhabit the north
Hayling fields between Northney and Stoke villages (and probably number more
than a dozen in total) were feeding openly near Bridge Farm a little before
sunset. On Feb 14 I saw two more out in the open on the Southleigh Farm fields
between north Emsworth and the Denvilles area of Havant (I have seen as many
as 11 here in the past)
Mole: On Feb 8 Brian Fellows remarked on the number of new molehills to be
seen in Brook Meadow at Emsworth - he even saw the earth pushing up to make
a new hill as he was passing. I suspect that a lot of moles will be having to dig
new tunnels to escape waterlogged ground at the current time. On Feb 10 two
Buzzards were seen "digging at mole hills" but whether they were hoping to
catch a Mole or were after worms (or something 'entirely different') remains
unknown.
Hare: First report of 'mad March Hares' comes from the Sandwich Bay area in
Kent where four Hares were chasing each other on Feb 11
Frogspawn: The very first mention of this comes from a Waterlooville garden
where it was seen on Feb 9
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 9 - 15 (WEEK 6 OF 2009)
Sat 14 Feb
Three more flowering plants for the year list.
This afternoon I cycled through Southleigh Forest and on through the Stansted
estate to Walderton in the Ems valley, coming home via Racton and Aldsworth.
First stop was at Locks Farm (junction of Southleigh and East Leigh roads) where
at least five flowers were open on Lesser Periwinkle, and passing through the
Southleigh Farm area I heard a Bullfinch in the hedge with a small flock of
Redwing in the treetops. In the big arable fields south of Southleigh Road two
Roe Deer were present both on the way out and on my return. Beside Hollybank
Lane, on the west side just north of Tudor Avenue, a further single flower of
Lesser Periwinkle was out.
A few more Redwing were seen at Stubbermere and across the road from the
Stansted Forest main avenue carpark the sawn butt end of a big fallen tree was
colour bright rust with what may have been a big effusion of Pholiata fungi

(certainly not the Spectacular Rustgill although the colour was the same as
that).
Nothing more of interest until I was in the Lordington Copse area of Woodlands
Lane where I found my first Spurge Laurel in flower and several plants of
Green Hellebore with large but unopen flower buds.
Following the 'torrent' of the River Ems south from Walderton I stopped at the
Racton road junction where, right at the junction in the ditch on the north side of
the road leading to Funtington, I saw two full grown spikes of Butterbur in
flower (I have seen this in previous years - the plants have the choice of
drowning at the bottom of the ditch or keeping their heads above water, and this
latter choice seems to force their development and bring them into flower weeks
before plants that remain above the water level). Also around here were many
noisy Rooks in the fields - birds which will soon nest in the trees above Racton
Park Farm which is close by.
A brief look at Aldsworth Pond showed that Gadwall, Shoveler and Tufted
Duck were present with Coot and Moorhen but I did not see any Swans,
Geese or Little Grebe.
Fri 13 Feb
Red-leg and Rooks at Northney
The highspot of a cycle ride round north Hayling was the unexpected sight of a
single Red-legged Partridge with a troop of Aylesbury ducks in the field
across the road from Northney Farm. I had stopped here to check out the
rookery in this field and disturbed the domestic ducks (which waddled back
under the field gate and across the road into the farmyard) when I noticed
something heading off in the other direction through the long grass in the field
and when it reached an area where the grass was short I saw the 'something'
was a Red-legged Partridge.
Looking up into the trees I could see that each of the Rooks nests that were
visible had a pair of Rooks close to it but as it was close to sunset they had
settled down for the night and there was none of the usual noise and activity of a
Rookery.
Earlier in my ride I had been to the oak copse on the shore south of the
Oysterbeds where it seemed that Rabbits had eaten the Primrose plant which
had had a bud near opening last time I went to look but I did find another
intact plant with several flower buds, one very close to opening. Continuing
south down the Coastal Path I passed several flocks of Wood Pigeons totalling
at least 500 birds in the open West Lane fields, and when I reached Daw Lane
the first Intermediate Periwinkle flowers were open.
After seeing the Partridge at Northney I had a look round North Common where
a Kestrel (which I had seen flying north over the road through Northney village)
had perched on the seawall of the old boating lake - maybe just resting but
maybe with thoughts of catching a small wader? In the marina salting two Swan
cygnets (probably two from last year's Langstone Mill Pond brood) were in the

place where there has in the past been a Swan nest but I doubt these young
birds had any thoughts of nesting. After leaving the Common I found five Roe
Deer up at the north end of the open fields near Bridge Farm.
Wed 11 Feb
Sunshine at Langstone
A walk to Langstone and back in this morning's sunshine gave me views of two
separate Foxes sunbathing - one in the pony field north of Wade Court, the
other south of it. These two fields also had a total of six Egrets and the
southern field had three male Shoveler on the flood with a few Teal (though
at least 50 more were on the sea off the Mill with the tide nearly high). The
Swan pair were back on the pond where the first catkins were out on
Common Alders.
Coming down Wade Court Road a pair of Great Spot Woodpeckers were on
the big old Grey Poplar whose catkins are swelling though none are yet open.
Coming back up the Billy Trail a found a Grey Wagtail on the Lymbourne (after
seeing another in the Wade South pony field) and a single Goldcrest north of
the A27. Also heard was Coal Tit song.
Tue 10 Feb
Danish Scurvygrass in flower and my first Blackbird song
I didn't get out until late in the afternoon when I headed for the Hermitage
Stream in the Stockheath area of Leigh Park.
Crossing the Petersfield Road where it passes the Havant Council Offices I made
my best find of the day on the west side of the road outside the Havant College
playing fields. Here, right by the kerb of this busy road, several plants of
Danish Scurvygrass had started to flower (despite the reported shortage of
salt for gritting the roads!)
At Stockheath the Hermitage Stream was flowing strongly but not strongly
enough to deter one Little Egret from hoping to catch something in it. Also seen
on the concrete banks of the stream was a Grey Wagtail washing its feathers in
a small trickle of clean water flowing down the bank to join the torrent of muddy
water in the stream proper. In an Oak tree in the adjacent allotments a Song
Thrush was singing strongly and from the hedge below it came the 'Gup,
gup' calls which alerted me to the presence of perhaps a dozen
Redwings.
I followed the stream south to Bedhampton and came home along Solent Road
where I stopped to check out the plants which I thought were Canadian
Fleabane when I saw them last Saturday though I could not be sure as the
small plants has no stem leaves. Today I scrambled down the steep ditch bank
on which they were growing and tried to gather a specimen without falling into
the deep water at the bottom of the ditch - in doing so I came away with more
than I intended as the single stem bearing the flowers turned out to be an
offshoot of a massive root and a mass of basal leaves from a large plant cut
down some time ago - these basal leaves, and another incipient flowering stem
which did have a mass of stem leaves, proved that the plant was either
Guernsey or Bilboan Fleabane and not Canadian.

A little further along the road I had to pass the big Tesco store and carpark, and
as it was now dusk I paused for a careful check of any sign of a Pied
Wagtail night roost but could detect none. Finally, coming up Town Hall
Road from Grove Road with the light fading, I heard and saw my first singing
Blackbird of the year at the top of a tree in a courtyard within the Social
Services Office complex behind the Arts Centre - just a couple of days after Brian
Fellows heard the first I know of locally (in Emsworth on Feb 8)
SUMMARY FOR FEB 2 - 8 (WEEK 5 OF 2009)
Highlights:
This week we have links to dramatic pictures of two Kestrels 'dog fighting'
with a Barn Owl and to a colourful picture of an Australian Rosella that
has survived for the past month at a Kent bird table.
Another link is to an extraordinary set of close-up pictures of a Jack Snipe
and we also have a story of a Sussex birder getting within a few feet of a
Woodcock without flushing it.
Peregrines at Shoreham are already checking out their nestbox on the
power station chimney while a Black Brant has been seen noisily displaying
to a female Brent at Keyhaven.
Many birders have enjoyed two Glaucous Gulls at Southsea this week and
there has been a peak count of 15 Purple Sandpipers seen there.
Cold weather has brought large scale passerine movements over the south
coast and firsts for the year have been a White Wagtail reported at Arundel
and a Yellow-browed Warbler seen near Southampton Docks.
Despite cold weather lengthening days have brought Marsh Marigold, Stream
Water Crowfoot, Cherry Plum and English Elm into flower with the first
leaf buds bursting on some Elder trees.
The discovery of what is almost certainly Wood Small Reed in the Hollybank
Woods at Emsworth adds a new species to that site's plant list.
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: Among 18 reports for the period Feb 1 to 7 is a count of
196 flying east past Dungeness in 75 minutes on Feb 2. On Feb 1 one birder at
Selsey noted 40 going east and on Feb 5 there were at least 88 in the Pegwell
Bay area of East Kent
Black-throated Diver: Steve Keen had one off Barton on Sea on Feb 1 and
another was off the Climping area near the mouth of the R Arun on Feb 2. On
Feb 3 one was seen from Black Point on Hayling and on Feb 7 one was off the
Lymington shore

Great Northern Diver: On Feb 1 two were in Southampton Water and singles
were seen at Milford on sea, off Southsea Castle and in the mouth of Langstone
Harbour with two more on the sea off Selsey Bill. By Feb 7 one was still fishing in
the Langstone Harbour entrance channel while a second flew west along the
shore towards Southsea
Great Crested Grebe: Cliff Dean on the Rye Bay website stakes a claim for the
Dungeness area to have the largest winter congregation of Great Crested Grebes
anywhere in the UK. Back on Jan 27 there was a report of 2120 of these grebes
on the sea off Lade Sands, a mile or so north of Dungeness and since then Cliff
has found out that another group of 'a minimum of 207 birds' was off the village
of St Mary's Bay (another five miles north of Lade) that day while a substantial
flock (several hundred?) was still in Rye Bay off Pett at that time (only some 12
miles south west of Lade). The flock off Christchurch Harbour numbered 129 on
Feb 2 and 150+ on Feb 6 while on Feb 5 there were 42 off the north east of the
Isle of Wight seen from Puckpool Point and on Feb 2 there were 40 off Lancing
(Worthing area)
Red-necked Grebe: On Feb 1 one was seen briefly off Milford on Sea and
another was off Portland. On Feb 4 one was reliably reported off Southsea Castle
and it had probably been thereabouts for some time as I read reports of one
seen there last week but was unable to find a precise date for the sighting - from
Feb 4 to 7 it was seen at least once each day off Southsea.
Slavonian Grebe: Ten were off Selsey on Feb 1 and one was off Titchfield
Haven on Feb 2. 3 were off Black Point (Hayling) on Feb 3 and up to 7 were off
the Lymington shore on Feb 7 with one Black-necked.
Black-necked Grebe: At least one was at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 1 when
more than 7 were in Poole Harbour. 5 were in Portland Harbour on Feb 7 and
more than 12 were in Studland Bay that day.
Bittern: Latest reports show 3 are present at the Blashford Lakes (down to 2
birds after Feb 2), another 3 at Hatch Pond in Poole Harbour, 2 at Rye Harbour, 2
at Weymouth (Radipole and Lodmoor) and one at Burton Mill Pond west of
Pulborough. At least one will probably still be at Titchfield Haven (four were said
to be there during January), and there may still be one at Farlington Marshes.
Dungeness RSPB may have two birds and there may be one at Brading Marshes
on the Isle of Wight.
Mute Swan: The Langstone Pond pair seem to have realised that as there is no
room for a Swan to land on that pond (they have to land on the sea and walk to
the pond) their best way to defend their territory is to remain on the harbour
guarding the approach routes to the pond. On my last two visits they were either
in the Lymbourne stream outfall (near the Royal Oak), or out in the main water
channel where (on Feb 2) there were seven apparently adult Swans - one
(probably the resident Pen) was keeping in the background while what was
probably the resident Cob was actively chasing the other five away. These five
may have been last year's young from the pond though I could see no trace of

brown in their plumage. At Budds Farm pools the break up of last year's family
had begun on Feb 6 with the parents in one pool and the two cygnets in another
pool - on Feb 7 there were none on the pools and what I assume were the
parents were in the Hermitage Stream pool under the nearby Gravel Quay with
the cygnets nowhere to be seen.
Bewick's Swan: Kevin Stouse will be leading the annual HOS walk around
Amberley Wild Brooks on Feb 15 and a report of more than 30 Bewick's flying
over the Brooks (and 15 seen on the ground near Amberley Castle), both on Feb
1, suggests that there is a good chance that people going with him will see this
species
Bean Goose: It looks as if the 3 birds seen at Chichester Ivy Lake on Jan 9, 10
and 11 may still be there as a group of three were seen there again on Feb 4
Brent Goose: On Feb 1 Folkestone reported 42 flying east and another 7 were
seen going the same way off Ventnor (IoW). 96 more left us on Feb 3, seen
passing Dungeness, and on Feb 6 another 40 flew east off the Worthing area.
Walking around Warblington Farm on Feb 4 it struck me that not only have I
personally seen none on the farm fields there this winter but I have seen no
reports of large flocks on grassland (though I have seen large numbers over
Northney Marsh area on Hayling on a few occasions, seen distantly from the
mainland). I wonder if there has been a change in their behaviour this winter? On
Feb 5 Andrew Madgwick was at Farlington Marshes and saw 2 ringed Brent
Geese. He says .. "One bird had a RED band on RIGHT LEG with letter H in
white, a YELLOW band was on the LEFT leg (No markings on the yellow band
could be seen). The second bird had a small plain silver band on RIGHT leg - no
markings visible" Andrew has been advised to contact Pete Potts of the Farlington
Ringing Group to find out more about these birds.
Pale-bellied Brent: There were still 15 seen together at Ferrybridge
(Weymouth) on Feb 1 but other reports indicate that birds seen at several points
along The Fleet may be in addition. On Feb 7 one adult was seen again at
Lymington.
Brant: The Farlington Marshes bird was seen on Feb 3 and one was in
Fishbourne Channel area again on Feb 1. On Feb 7 one was seen noisily
displaying to a female Brent in the Keyhaven area at Lymington.
Red-breasted Goose: The Lymington bird was still present on Feb 4.
Mandarin: On Feb 7 a group of 8 males were displaying to 2 females
Pintail: A 'good number' were in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Feb
6
Shoveler: A flock of 345 must have been an impressive sight at Rye Harbour on
Feb 3

Red Crested Pochard: A male was seen at the Badminston gravel pits near
Fawley in the south east of the New Forest on Feb 6
Scaup: The young male on the river at Titchfield Haven has been joined by
another as there is a report of two males there on Feb 4 and both were still
present on Feb 7. More than 16 were at Abbotsbury in Dorset on both Feb 5 and
6.
Eider: The recent report that none were to be seen off Titchfield Haven was
rectified by news of 67 on the sea there on Feb 2
Long-tailed Duck: The female/immature bird seen off Titchfield Haven on Jan
27 seems to have moved east along the shore to be seen off Hook on Feb 4
where it was still present on Feb 6. In Chichester Harbour the pair which were
first seen from Black Point on Jan 21 (one was there on Jan 18) were still there
on Feb 7
Goosander: Maybe some of these are already heading back to breeding places
as only 66 came to roost at the Blashford Lakes on the evening of Feb 5 (92 had
been present on Jan 4)
Red Kite: One was mobbed by Crows over Stansted Forest close to Rowlands
Castle on Feb 3 - there seem to have been fewer reports of Kites in this area
since the Southleigh Forest rubbish dump was closed!
Kestrel: Further proof that Kestrels do occasionally catch birds came from the
Isfield area of the Sussex Ouse valley upstream from Lewes where a Kestrel
caught a Linnet on Feb 4. Also this week my attention was drawn to piece in
the Daily Mail for Feb 5 - if you want to see some dramatic photos of two
Kestrels attacking a Barn Owl which came out to hunt by day (and maybe
violated the boundary of the Kestrels' breeding territory?) go to
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1136642/Pictured-The-moment-barnowl-ambushed-mid-flight-kestrels.html
Peregrine: The pair which intend to use the nest box on the power station
chimney at Shoreham were seen checking it out on Feb 6
Avocet: No substantial reports from Farlington Marshes between Jan 10 (when
at least 15 were seen) and Jan 24 (when 22 were reported) but on Feb 3 there
were 24 seen there (getting back towards the count of 32 there on Jan 1) with
another report of 17 seen on Feb 5
Golden Plover: 70 were roosting on the Langstone village shore on Feb 2 and
at least 40 were there on Feb 4 when a substantial flock of 151 were in the Hook
area at the mouth of the Hamble river. Larger flocks have been some 900 at
West Bexington (by the Fleet north of Weymouth) on Feb 2, 700 at Rye Harbour
on Feb 3 and 500 at Maiden Castle near Dorchester on Feb 4. On Feb 7 some
400 were near the Wallington River just north of Fareham.

Little Stint: The lone bird that seems to be wintering on the Fishbourne channel
near Apuldram was seen again on Jan 31 and Feb 1
Purple Sandpiper: The number seen at Southsea Castle was up to 15 on Feb 6
Jack Snipe: A typical sighting of one of these is of a previously unseen bird
springing up from the ground at your feet as you are about to tread on it, flying a
short distance low over the ground and vanishing as it drops back into cover. The
exception to prove this rule has been seen in the Stodmarsh area of the Stour
valley just east of Canterbury in the past few days - go to
http://www/kentos/org.uk/Stodmarsh/FebruarySightings09.htm and see the
pictures associated with entries for Feb 3 to see very close pictures of a bird that
clearly has the confidence that you are not going to tread on it when you are
looking straight down at it from directly above.
Woodcock: The inability of birds to see vehicles as a threat was illustrated by a
report from Penny Green of how she was able to drive within a foot of a
Woodcock that was crouching by a puddle in a narrow country lane near Henfield
on Feb 5 without flushing the bird.
Black-tailed Godwit: A visitor to Pulborough Brooks on Feb 4 saw a flock of
more than 200 in flight low overhead and on Feb 7 a flock of more than 120 were
seen from the Titchfield Canal Path.
Whimbrel: On Feb 6 wintering birds were seen both at Church Norton and near
Apuldram on the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester
Spotted Redshank: Two have been seen recently by the Fishbourne Channel
near Chichester and four were present on the Lymington marshes on Feb 4 and
7. Also on Feb 4 the Emsworth Nore Barn bird was back in its usual place but
beginning to acquire breeding plumage (still white below but not distinctly spotty
on its wings and mantle) - when I saw it it was searching for food left in the
saltmarsh vegetation by the last high tide and when it found something it ran
down to the fresh water stream and washed the item before swallowing it. Latest
sighting of it was on Feb 7
Greenshank: Plenty of these about all along our shores but I was interested to
find one in the pool of the Langbrook stream immediately below the end of
Langstone Mill Lane on Feb 3 and again on Feb 6
Common Sandpiper: One on the mud of the Hermitage stream where it meets
water of Langstone Harbour below the Brockhampton Gravel Quay on Feb 7 was
a new tick for my year list and with a male Sparrowhawk seen later that day
brought my score to 94 species
Med Gull: One seen at Barton on Sea on Feb 3 was already in almost complete
breeding plumage. 60 adults flying west past Lepe (mouth of Southampton
Water) on Feb 7 may have been heading for their breeding colony at the mouth
of the Beaulieu River.

Little Gull: Small numbers are now passing west through the English Channel
and on Feb 2 a total of 8 could be seen at Dorset sites. On Feb 3 four were seen
at Dungeness and one was at Southsea Castle.
Ring-billed Gull: On Feb 2 Birdguides had an anonymous report of one seen
near the Gravel Quay on the Hermitage Stream close to the Broadmarsh Slipway
here in Havant but this has not been confirmed by subsequent sightings. The
observer may have been influenced by having heard that one was a regular here
but that info is now out of date - there was a regular winter visitor to this site
from 22 Feb 1998 to 2 Apr 2003 only.
Common Gull: These continue to move back towards their northern breeding
places - on Feb 2 another 160 flew east off Christchurch Harbour.
Iceland Gull: A juvenile was still being seen at Dungeness on Feb 3 and the
Shoreham Harbour/Hove lagoon first winter was still there on Feb 6
Glaucous Gull: The two birds (second and fourth winters) were both still in the
Southsea area on Feb 7 when an adult was seen at Swanage. On Feb 6 one was
seen in the Pilsey area of Chichester Harbour and on Feb 7 a second winter bird
was seen hearding east over the Hayling Golf Course (possibly going to
Chichester Harbour). Back on Feb 1 there were single birds at Bexington (The
Fleet near Weymouth) and at Dungeness
Kittiwake: More than 460 were in the Pegwell Bay area of north east Kent on
Feb 5 and Durlston reported more than 30 seen on Feb 7.
Sandwich Tern: Two of the birds wintering in Chichester Harbour were seen
from Black Point (Hayling) on Feb 3 after one had been seen in Poole Harbour on
Feb 1
Guillemot: On Feb 2 a total of 2200 flew east past Dungeness in a 75 minute
period
Stock Dove: More than 30 were on the old Broadmarsh playing fields (north of
Harts Farm Way) on Feb 7
Wood Pigeon: Some 4000 were in fields just north of Fareham on Feb 7
Barn Owl: A report from the Constantia Manor fields by the Sussex Ouse
(upstream of Lewes near Isfield) describes how several species of raptor can
currently be seen there trying to catch some of the large number of small
passerines feeding in the fields. I was surprised to read .. "For the last three days
we have had some amazing raptor viewing with a pair of Barn Owls hunting
the bird crop in broad daylight. At one point the male almost collided with a
ringtail harrier and both rose vertically to avoid hitting each other. The
Barn Owl didn't back off as one would expect and flew after the harrier. A few
minutes later it chased the much larger bird across the field which is very
unusual." Both Kestrel and Sparrowhawk are also regular sights there. A local
report of interest is from Michael Prior at Stansted Forest - he says that the Barn

Owl which he reported on Jan 24 as to be seen hunting in the East Park is now
to be seen on the other side of Stansted House in either the South Park or the
old orchard (close to The Groves). See also the entry for Kestrel above for the
link to photos of two Kestrels attacking a Barn Owl which was hunting by
day.
Short-eared Owl: On Feb 2 one was seen hunting over the Farlington Marshes
reserve - maybe this is the bird which was seen to fly in from the sea through the
Langstone Harbour entrance back on Jan 29
Kingfisher: These have been in short supply in the Havant area this winter but
one appeared at Farlington Marshes on Feb 2 and I had my first sighting of one
on Feb 6 (flying south from Langstone Mill Lane towards the mouth of the
Langbrook Stream) while on Feb 7 I saw one at the Brockhampton stream (west
side of Budds Farm)
Woodlark: This is one of the passerine species affected by the recent cold
resulting in a report of 17 flying over Corfe Mullen in Dorset on Feb 3 after an
unexpected local sighting on Feb 2 of one searching for food in the gravel carpark
adjacent to the Hayling Lifeboat Station in the mouth of Chichester Harbour
Skylark: Also seen in the Sandy Point area of Hayling on Feb 2 was an
astounding cold weather movement of 1530 Skylarks going roughly north east.
Other reports of this immense movement on Feb 2 were of 497 going northwest
over the Titchfield Haven area, 150 over Southsea Castle, 140 over Christchurch
Harbour and 141 over Brighton marina (mainly heading west) with one tight flock
of 30+ going south west over Bognor, 32 going west over Fleet pond in north
Hampshire and two reports of 44 going westerly over the south of the New
Forest (at Badminston near Fawley and at Sway on the other side of the Forest).
Meadow Pipit: Small numbers were also moving in the cold weather with
sightings of 150+ over Christchurch Harbour on Feb 4 and 60 over the Worthing
area on Feb 3. Portland had 42 on Feb 7.
Grey Wagtail: These are often seen as winter visitors in the Lymbourne stream
near Langstone but the presence of two together there on Feb 7 raised faint
hopes that we might have a breeding pair this spring.
White Wagtail: These are not normally present in southern England during the
winter but on Feb 7 there was a confident report of a male seen at Swanbourne
Lake at Arundel
Waxwing: Recent reports are of 19 or more flying east over Sainsbury's at
Farlington (north of Portsmouth) on Feb 1 and 10+ over Canford Heath (north
fringe of Bournemouth) on Feb 3. Latest news is of 10 over the Holes Bay area of
Poole Harbour on Feb 3 and a flock of more than 15 at the hamlet of Cross-inhand near Heathfield (Crowborough area of north east Sussex) on Feb 6
Dunnock: By Feb 5 these were to be heard singing everywhere in the Havant
area with at least two places where two birds were clearly singing at each other.

Fieldfare: A big cold weather movement occurred on Feb 2 when 210 flew over
Sandy Point on Hayling (and half a dozen visited a Saltmarsh Lane garden while I
had a garden tick with three over my Havant garden). Other movements that day
included 56 over Titchfield Haven area, 40 over Brighton marina and 100 over
Climping near the mouth of the R Arun. On Feb 3 more than 450 went over
Christchurch Harbour and 100+ over Rye Harbour. In the Portsmouth area 40
were in a garden at Widley (north face of Portsdown) and some 80 went over the
north of Fareham residential area. Also on Feb 3 26 landed on the Southsea
seafront playing fields, 40 were in Sidlesham village near Brent Lodge and 100+
were seen over Middleton in the Bognor area. On Feb 4 some 300 were seen at
Birling Gap (Beachy Head) and on Feb 7 Christchurch Harbour had 350 (also that
day a lone bird was perched on a pine tree near the Hayling Lifeboat Station).
Redwing: On Feb 2 at least 20 were in the residential area of Havant by the Billy
line (just north of the A27), 62 were recorded at Titchfield Haven and 65 at
Sandy Point on Hayling. On Feb 3 there was at least one in the Havant area with
horses in the meadow south of Wade Court while Seaford (near Beachy Head)
had around 100 and Christchurch Harbour had more than 250 going over in the
snow. On Feb 4 there were 32 (with 3 Mistle Thrushes) in the Staunton
Country Park north of Havant
Mistle Thrush: These are few and far between in the Havant area nowadays so
the sight on Feb 7 of a pair in a meadow east of Mill Lane and south of
Bedhampton church was welcome
Dartford Warbler: Another bit of local news was a sighting of one in the gorse
of Sinah Common near Staunton Avenue on south Hayling on Feb 6
Yellow-browed Warbler: The first report of this species that I have seen this
year came unexpectedly from a small park by Platform Road in Southampton
(adjacent to the Ocean Dock) on Feb 6.
Bearded Tit: Nine were seen at Farlington Marshes on Feb 3
Penduline Tit: Not in our area but maybe part of the cold weather movement
there was a Penduline Tit at Strumpshaw Fen in Norfolk on Feb 4
Chaffinch: By Feb 5 two Chaffinches could be heard singing at each other from
neighbouring trees in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery but neither bird showed
much enthusiasm for the task.
Linnet: Reports of 40 at Portland and 55 at Christchurch Harbour, both on Feb
7, may suggest a small cross Channel movement
Twite: The bird which was first found on Jan 27 with Linnets in the Keyhaven
(Lymington) area was seen again there on Feb 7
Snow Bunting: A report of 3 seen near the beach huts on the shore at
Titchfield Haven on Feb 4 has not so far been confirmed

Reed Bunting: A flock of more than 70 in Ashdown Forest on Feb 4 is the only
large flock reported so far this year other than the flock on the Lewes Brooks
which reached 110+ on Jan 10
Escapees: On Feb 4 a Golden Mantled Rosella was seen drinking from the
gutter of a house in Ramsgate, Kent. After taking the colourful photo which can
be seen on the Planet Thanet website the observer was told that this bird had
been coming to the bird table of this house for the past month. See the photo at
http://www.planetthanet.org/golden__mantled_rosella.htm
INSECTS
Butterflies
Peacock: The only 'new' report in the past few days is old news of a
Peacock seen in the Ventnor area (IoW) on Jan 5
PLANTS
So far this year I have recorded 80 wild plant species in flower
(admittedly these include a couple of 'garden plants' which will later be found
flowering in the wild)
Marsh Marigold (Kingcup): Just one flower open on plants in the 'orchid field'
area of the South Moors at Langstone on Feb 7
Stream Water Crowfoot: Again just one flower open in the Bedhampton Water
Works outflow into the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton on Feb 7
Cherry Plum: The first white flowers were open on one of the trees at the
southern end of Southmoor Lane near Budds Farm on Feb 6
Hazel: First female flowers seen on Feb 3 - several others seen since then
English Elm: Flower buds opening on at least one tree over the Langbrook
stream at the end of Langstone Mill Lane on Feb 7
Lesser Periwinkle: A garden version of this (clearly not Greater or
Intermediate) was flowering in the Parchment housing development off South St
in Havant on Feb 6
Creeping Comfrey (Symphytum grandiflorum): This also had a flower open
on plants in the Parchment development on Feb 6
Elder: Not flowering but leaf buds were starting to burst on trees close to the
A27 Havant bypass on Feb 6
Canadian Fleabane: Small plants in flower but having no stem leaves to check
for species id were seen alongside Solent Road in Havant on Feb 7

Corn Marigold: One of the wildflower seed plants at the southern end of
Southmoor Lane was still covered with fresh flowers on Feb 6 despite recent cold
weather
Bee Orchid leaf rosettes: These can currently be seen both at the east end of
Mill Lane at Langstone and in garden lawns beside Lower Road at Bedhampton
Wood Small Reed (Calamagrostis epigejos): When walking in the Hollybank
Woods on Jan 31 I came on a clump of dead grass and was not sure what
species it was but after Brian Fellows had seen it and I had had further thoughts
I am nearly certain that it is Wood Small Reed (though these plants look smaller
than those with which I am familiar at North Common on Hayling). Final
determination of its identity will have to wait until there is fresh growth to
investigate next summer.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Mink: Photos of a Mink eating the corpse of a Pike near a dam on a canal at
West Hythe (Folkestone area of Kent) appear on the Planet Thanet website in an
entry for Jan 31 in the Non-Avian section
Hare: A birder at the Lewes Brooks was told by the local farmer on Feb 3 that
there were men out on the Brooks with loose dogs 'lurching' for Hares and the
farmer was afraid the dogs might take new born lambs from nearby fields - a
variant on the birder vs dog walker theme
Fungi: A show of fresh Jew's Ear was found at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on
Feb 5
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR FEB 2 - 8 (WEEK 5 OF 2009)
Sat 7 Feb
Two new birds and three new flowers for the year
A walk to Broadmarsh in this afternoon's sunshine added Marsh Marigold,
English Elm and Stream Watercrowfoot to the flowers I have seen this year
and also gave me my first sighting of Common Sandpiper and Sparrowhawk
plus another sighting of Kingfisher and an elegant flock of around 30 Stock
Doves.
I set out via the Bedhampton Water Works where one flower of Stream Water
Crowfoot was showing in the outfall from the springs taking suplus water into
the Hermitage Stream. Four Gadwall were on Bedhampton Mill Pool and a pair
of Mistle Thrushes were in the meadow north of the railway and east of Mill
Lane. Leaf rosettes of two Bee Orchids were showing in the lawn grass of
houses in Lower Road (on one of the steep grass slopes coming down from the
main lawn to pavement level).
At the Forty Acre roundabout area under the A3M I walked south towards
Broadmarsh and at the new traffic lights of the A27 sliproad junction with Harts

Farm Way I crossed onto the area which used to be playing fields north of Harts
Farm Way and it was in this open grassland that I saw a tight flock of 27
Stock Doves with a few loners among a flock of Wood Pigeons. Reaching the
Hermitage Stream I walked south to the gravel quay where I found a Common
Sandpiper on the mud with the tide at its lowest.
From here I went back to Harts Farm Way and then down the Brockhampton
Stream on which a Kingfisher flew a short way downstream when I disturbed it
from its regular perch on the flap (just below the second bridge) which allows
overflow sewage from Budds Farm to enter the stream (discoloration of the
bankside vegetation downstream of this flap, with lots of paper entangled in said
vegetation showed that one such emergency overflow had occurred recently).
Nothing special seen on the shore and from Budds Mound the ducks on the
pools were of the same species but fewer in number than I saw yesterday and
the Swans had vanished (yesterday the adult pair that will probably nest had
split from their two cygnets which were in a separate pool - today what I think
were the adult pair were on the stream below the Gravel Quay without the
cygnets).
In Southmoor Lane the Cherry Plum blossom looked much as yesterday but
more Goat Willow 'pussy paws' were showing their anthers today as I went
through the gate into the nature reserve. Yesterday I had read the council
notices along Southmoor Lane saying that yellow line no parking was to be
extended southward from its present limit and thinking about this today I
speculated that if there was no parking allowed right down to the height barrier
this would possibly enable the annual travellers camp to be 'moved on' (welcome
to everyone except the travellers) but it would mean that all those who now park
there without charge to enjoy birding, dog walking, rubbish collecting by the
Friends of Langstone Harbour, etc might have to pay to use the new carpark
whose proposed use is at present unknown to me (a good earner for Havant
Borough in these times of financial need).
In the 'orchid field' just one Marsh Marigold flower was out, and at the gate
from the nature reserve onto the bridge leading to Mill Lane I paused and used
my binoculars to scan the flower buds of the English Elm tree on the upstream
side of the bridge (right above my head), and while I could seen no flowers with
their anthers fully out (looking like tiny purple pin-cushions) I could see several
on which the final 'cellophane wrapping' had split to expose the flowers, allowing
me to claim that the tree had started to flower.
On the final stretch up the Billy Trail past Wade Court I saw not one but two
Grey Wagtails, giving hope of breeding. Finally I found the footpath over the
stream from the Billy Trail to Wade Lane was closed (presumably for much
needed re-surfacing to eliminate the muddy sections) - I mention this in case
anyone is planning to use that route in the next week or so as the alternative
routes between the two ends of this path will add substantial walk time! I see the

closure will probably be for less than a week but the County Council have a
second notice giving them the right to extend the closure until August!
Fri 6 Feb
Cherry Plum now in flower
A walk via Langstone to Budds Farm this morning gave me my first Kingfisher
sighting of the year near the mouth of the Langbrook stream (bringing my
yearlist total to 92 species) and at the southern end of Southmoor Lane (close to
Budds Farm) one of the Cherry Plum trees already had open blossom. Also
by Southmoor Lane at least one plant of Corn Marigold was still flowering
while the roadside wall of the West Mill property at the end of Mill Lane in
Langstone had a minimum of 48 plants of Rustyback Fern growing on it. The
cycle way beside the A27 north of the Langstone Technology Park gave me my
first sight of leaves emerging from buds on Elder trees.
Wed 4 Feb
Around Warblington Farm
This afternoon the sky was grey and damp but the snow had melted when I
walked to Pook Lane, then along the shore to Nore Barn, returning via the
Selangor Ave path and the main road into Havant.
Wren and Dunnock were singing as well as the Robins, Wood Pigeons and
Goldfinch. Crossing Wade Court Road from North Close to the path to Pook
Lane I looked up at the catkins on the old Grey Willow which is always in
flower early but none of its catkins was yet open for business but in the old
section of Pook Lane Dog's Mercury was out.
The shore at the end of Pook Lane was crowded with Brent, Wigeon and
Dunlin as the tide was rising. Among these were a roost of 40 Golden Plover
with Shelduck, Teal, Curlew and the odd Lapwing, Redshank and Blacktailed Godwit. By the time I reached Nore Barn I had also seen one or two
Ringed Plover and a flock of 25+ Curlew in the SSSI marsh (these reminding
me that I have not seen any Brent grazing on any of the Warblington fields so
far this winter).
In the Nore Barn area there were probably more than 100 Wigeon (and
including those off Pook Lane over 200), and here there were also a small flock of
20 or so Black-tailed Godwit. In the pool trapped inside the seawall of the
Warblington field through which the eastern stream reaches the sea one
Greenshank was searching for food and at the Maisemore Gardens stream the
Spotted Redshank was starting to get his summer plumage - the
underparts still white but the back was distinctly 'spotty'. At first I could not see
this bird but then found him up in the weedy saltmarsh in which he found
something edible left by the last tide and came rushing down to the stream to
wash his find in clean water before swallowing it.

Heading home I noted two Sweet Violet flowers in the north of Nore Barn wood
to add to the single spray of fresh Tamarisk flowers I had seen on the shore. In
all I found less than 20 plant species in flower on this walk but they did include
another find of female Hazel flowers
Tue 3 Feb
First female flowers on Hazel
Another morning walk in the melting snow took me down the Langbrook Stream
where I found a Greenshank had come right up into the pool immediately below
the West Mill - continuing to the shore I found a second one there. The only
other bird of interest was seen in the pool beside Park Road South opposite the
end of Solent Road - as I was coming along the path from the 'Parchment'
housing a Chiffchaff came flying along the water's edge and landed on the
watercress out in the middle of the water. I guess it was not after a vegetarian
meal but was searching for tiny insects.
Highlight of this outing was my first sight for the year of the tiny red female
flowers on one of the many Hazel trees that now have all their male catkins
open.
Mon 2 Feb
A walk in the snow
Snow was lying everywhere this morning but the first thing I heard when I got
out into the garden was Wood Pigeon song from several birds, reminding
me of theories I have heard about the reasons for the dawn chorus that we
should hear in late spring. One suggested reason is that the birds feed in the
evening so as to have a store of fat to keep them warm during the night, and
when they wake in the morning they have to take some exercise to burn up any
excess fat before they are fit for the business of the day, and they do this by
pouring their energy into song. To me this seems unlikely for a number of
reasons, not the least being that in my experience birds do not feed late in the
day (except when they have young in the nest demanding endless food). Another
reason is that they would probably get more exercise by flying and getting on
with the day's work than by sitting in bed and singing! This morning's
Woodpigeon chorus did suggest a variation on this theory - namely that on a cold
morning the effort of singing might help to warm up the bird's bodies so that
they did not feel the cold so much when the time came to 'un-fluff' the feathers
that had kept them warm during the night before flying off to seek food
(somewhat similar to the way that bumble bees and other insects whir their
wings to generate heat before engaging the gear needed to fly).
A walk down to Langstone started with the 'chacking' of three Fieldfare
flying south over my house and when I reached the shore I found around 70
Golden Plover in the usual place east of the old Mill but no birds in the flooded
meadow where all the water was frozen. There was very little ice on the Mill Pond

but the pair of Swans that are now defending their right to nest there
were out on the harbour water with what I presume was the male bird
flying hither and thither to drive off at least five other apparently adult
Swans scattered around the area - maybe they were his own cygnets from
last year though those cygnets still had a lot of brown in their plumage when I
last saw them not much more than a week ago.
There were plenty of other gulls, waders and ducks around but nothing unusual
other than the scarcity of Lapwing here this winter - where I might have
expected over 100 I saw only two or three (but that has been the case for some
time, not an exodus in response to the snow)

SUMMARY FOR JAN 26 - FEB 1 (WEEK 4 OF 2009)
Highlights:
The end of this week saw a very strong eastward movement of several
seabird species apparently leaving their winter quarters and starting to return
to their breeding places. Most obvious movement was of Brent Geese which
started on Jan 30 with 100 birds flying past Beachy Head and continued on Jan
31 with eight sites all along the south coast reporting significant numbers flying
east (peak count of 2200 at Dungeness). Two observers commented that the
Brent will be heading for Denmark where they will wait until conditions in
the arctic make it possible for them to survive in their breeding places. Auks,
Divers and other seabirds (Fulmars, Common Gulls) all joined in this
movement despite having to head into strong east winds.
Also of interest were reports of the first Twite of the year, a probable Piedbilled Grebe in Kent and a Kumlein's Gull at Pagham Harbour - both Iceland
and Glaucous Gulls feature in a good many reports (sadly including the death
of a Glaucous Gull which become entangled in fishing line).
Photos taken at Portland show how to distinquish Continental from British
race Cormorants.
In the New Forest Woodcock may be starting their roding while more
passerines are getting into spring mode with Skylark, Woodlark, Cetti's
Warbler and Goldcrest starting to sing and Blackbirds fighting over
territory.
Flooding of river valleys has attracted many Black-tailed Godwits inland
but at Emsworth the Spotted Redshank has returned to Nore Barn after
being chased away by an over-eager photographer.
Two butterflies and two moths get a mention in the sparse insect news but
plant news is starting to 'warm up' with the first spring flowers including
Common Whitlowgrass and wild Primroses both in bud while the bright
yellow of Winter Aconite was seen in Chichester and the intense blue of

Grey Field Speedwell in Havant. The winter remnant of what was probably an
easily identifiable grass species found in the Hollybank woods has left me puzzled
(see Diary for Jan 31).
The only real Other Wildlife news is a first report of a Roe Buck with its
antlers in 'velvet' but while I was writing that section I was also listening to
Radio 4 and hearing a fascinating account from John Aitchison (a local
lad made good!) whose parents still live on Portsdown. John was giving a
description of how he recently flew from Scotland to Sweden to bring
back two Moose/Elks as part of a Scottish land-owners get rich quick scheme
to import all the animals that once roamed the highlands in the hope that
Britain's "wildlife loving" townspeople will flock to the wildlife park in the
Highlands and pay good money to be attacked by Wolves... Leaving aside the
commercial part of the scheme John's description of bringing the two Elk
back, locked in the toilet of the small aircraft for a journey of several
hours, was absolutely fascinating. He will be on air again after lunch next
Sunday and I recommend that you listen. (You will probably have seen John
acting as wildlife cameraman for some of Bill Oddie's TV programs last year).
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: At the beginning of this week it seemed that large
numbers of seabirds were moving west in the English Channel to escape cold
weather in the North Sea (e.g. 455 Red-throated Divers passing Dungeness
on Jan 26) but by the end of the week everything seemed to be moving east with
thoughts of the coming breeding season overcoming the cold of the strong
easterly wind (e.g. 91 Red-throated Divers flying east off Christchurch
Harbour). Not all were able to join the movement - one Red-throated Diver
was found on Jan 31 on grass by the River Adur well inland near
Steyning, poisoning itself by ingesting oil from its plumage. 20 reports
during the week came from all along the south coast from Dungeness to
Portland.
Black-throated Diver: Nine reports during the week included one in the mouth
of Chichester Harbour on Jan 27
Great Northern Diver: Fourteen reports during the week included one in the
mouth of Langstone Harbour on Jan 26 and one in Southamton Water on Jan 31
when two were in the Hurst area west of Lymington
Pied-billed Grebe: A 'probable only' was seen at least twice in East Kent
recently - the first report that I am aware of was on Jan12 at the Seaton pits
which are due east of Canterbury near the road to Sandwich and the bird may
have been seen in the Stour valley near Stodmarsh on Jan 24. This is a very rare
vagrant in Britain (around 30 reports, the latest being of one in Ireland in 2003,
another 'probable' in Devon in 2004, and now this one) but it is common on
inland waters in north America. There is an interesting record of one pairing
with a Little Grebe and raising three hybrid young in Cornwall in 1994.

Great Crested Grebe: More than 1000 on the sea off Dungeness on Jan 28 and
208 in Southbourne Bay (off Bournemouth) on Jan 27 but the flock in the east
Solent is decreasing (202 there on Jan 3 but only 93 seen on Jan 27 and 88 on
Jan 28). It seems that the large congregation of these birds that was in Rye Bay
at the end of last year is still present to the east of Dungeness - on Jan 27 there
was a count of 2120 on the sea off Lade (close to Lydd)
Red-necked Grebe: One was in the east Solent off Chilling on Jan 27 when
another was still in Weymouth Bay (this bird may have moved to the mouth of
Poole Harbour where one was seen on Jn 29)
Slavonian Grebe: 12 were seen in Chichester Harbour from East Head on Jan
27 - other than one in the same area on Jan 26 these seem to be the first in that
harbour this year, presumably these are birds that have been in the flock on the
sea off Pagham and Selsey. Two were off the Lymington shore on Jan 27 and 31
Black-necked Grebe: Just five were seen from the Hayling Oysterbeds on Jan
27 when there was a count of 22 in Studland Bay. One was still at the Blashford
Lakes on Jan 30
Fulmar: This is one of the species moving east in the English Channel by the end
of the week - 62 went east past Beachy Head on Jan 29 and another 88 followed
them on Jan 30
Balearic Shearwater: These seem to have resumed daily appearances off
Portland this week with 4 recorded on Jan 26 but no more than 2 later in the
week
Cormorant: Two were seen flying in from the south at Portland on Jan 26,
presumably migrant arrivals. On Jan 31 more than 300 flew east off Christchurch
Harbour but no big movements were reported further east. If you want to
distinguish between the Continental and British races of Cormorant the
only reliable indicator is the 'angle of the gular patch' and if this phrase
means little to you have a look at some photos on the Portland website (
http://www.portlandbirdobs.org.uk/aa_latestnews.htm ) that come after the diary
entry for Jan 31. The thing to look for is the prominent white patch at the base of
the bill - on the British (carbo) birds this extends forward almost as far on the
lower mandible as it does on the upper, and the angle between the upper and
lower parts of the white at the point where they meet is no greater than 90
degrees whereas the continental (sinensis) birds have a smaller patch on the
lower mandible and this results in an angle noticeably greater than 90 degrees.
Bittern: One flew low north east over the Hook area near Warsash on Jan 26 the first mention that I know off for that area this winter. At the Blashford Lakes
there was confirmation on Jan 28 of the presence of a second bird in addition to
the one regularly seen there.

Cattle Egret: One seen on Jan 24 and 25 at Kings Manor Farm by the Western
Yar (between Yarmouth and Freshwater) was the first on the Isle of Wight since
1996 - prior to that there was one in 1990.
Bewick's Swan: A herd of 27 was on Amberley Wild Brooks (close to Amberley
Castle) on Jan 26 and 30
Brent Goose: Brent decided to start their spring journey eastward on
Jan 30 when 100 flew past Beachy Head and on Jan 31 eight sites reported
these geese flying east - Dungeness reported more than 2200, Brighton had at
least 600, 220 went east into the Solent over Hurst spit, 320 flew past
Christchurch Harbour and Portland recorded 8 (including one Pale Bellied). On
the Isle of Wight 80 went around the south of the Isle of Wight and were seen
passing Sandown (I suppose these might have come from north west France,
being blown north by the strong east wind). Last year the first migrants (170
passing Dungeness) were seen on Feb 3 and passage was measured in terms of
hundreds of birds each day from then on - despite this the numbers to be seen in
the Solent Harbours did not noticeably diminish until the end of March with small
number around through April (Dungeness had an isolated surge of 585 passing
on Apr 23 when Selsey Bill recorded 122 with another 75 on Apr 24). Current
reports added to my knowledge with two observers telling me that the Brent
head for Denmark where they wait for spring to reach their arctic breeding areas.
Pale-bellied Brent: One was in the East Head area of Chichester Harbour on
Jan 27 when a Brant was in the Fishbourne Channel.
Red-breasted Goose: The Lymington bird was still present on Jan 31
Scaup: The young male on the river at Titchfield Haven has been seen daily
from Jan 24 to 29 and a group of four birds were at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Jan
30. Others were seen during the week in Poole Harbour, Rooksbury Mill
(Andover), and Dungeness.
Long-tailed Duck: The two birds in Chichester Harbour were last reported
(seen from Black Point) on Jan 27 on which day one appeared off Titchfield
Haven (possibly one of the Chichester Harbour birds?)
Ruddy Duck: We have heard for years that these birds are being culled in
Britain in order to maintain good diplomatic relations between Britain and Spain
(more accurately the reason is to prevent these alien birds getting to Spain and
diluting the gene pool of the White-headed Ducks that are native to that
country - I wonder when they first arrived there and if Christopher Columbus
brought them back from the New World?). This remark was sparked by news that
there had been a shoot of the species at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Jan 29
but despite that some of the birds were still alive there later that day - do the
shooters have mixed feelings about the orders to shoot from DEFRA and
deliberately miss?

Red-legged Partridge: Of purely local interest I added another tick to my year
list (now 91 birds including the Sanderling I saw on Jan 29) on Jan 30 with two
Red-legged Partridge in the small grass field enclosed by hedges immediately
north of the large open West Lane fields (recently ploughed). A pair has bred
here for several years and Jason Crook tells me that a day or so before I saw
them there were five birds in this field (presumably the pair with a few of last
year's young still hanging on).
Avocet: 12 were seen at Nutbourne Bay on Jan 27 and 13 were there on Jan 30.
The winter flock at Nutbourne Bay was up to 17 birds on Jan 1 but had reduced
to just 5 by Jan 13 and it was thought that most of these birds had flown west
but maybe they were just elsewhere in the harbour (one was seen from
Thornham Point on Jan 20). Another indication that these birds are not afraid of
the cold comes from the continued presence of around 300 in the Medway
estuary near Sheppey in Kent on Jan 26.
Knot: Some 330 of these were in Newtown Harbour nature reserve on the Isle of
Wight on Jan 30 - the first report of the species that I have noted on the Island
so far this year. If flocks of this size are on the move in our area it is worth
looking to see if some are back off north Hayling in the near future (flocks of up
to 2000 appear here unpredictably). A count of 15 in Southampton Water on Jan
31 was also a first for the current year.
Sanderling: Around 200 were in the Black Point high tide roost on Hayling island
on Jan 26 (and I got the species on my year list at last on Jan 29 when I came
on a single bird among 500+ Dunlin in a high tide roost on the shingle a little
east of Gunner Point on Hayling)
Purple Sandpiper: Up to four were still to be seen at Southsea Castle this week
(4 on Jan 31) and there were good counts of 10 at Brighton Marina, 11 at
Christchurch Harbour and 12 at Newhaven
Dunlin: There are several well known high tide roosts in the Solent harbours and
I have long been aware of substantial numbers sometimes roosting outside the
harbours on shingle at Eastney and on concrete at HMS Dolphin seawall just west
of Portsmouth Harbour entrance but I was not aware of a substantial roost on
shingle south of the Hayling Golf Clubhouse (actually slightly west of due south)
until I stumbled on it on Jan 29 and found some 700 Dunlin with at least 50
Ringed Plover plus up to 100 Turnstone (although these were mostly spread
out along the shingle tideline searching for food)
Jack Snipe: One was near the Apuldram sewage works on the edge of
Fishbourne Channel at Chichester on Jan 27
Little Stint: The wintering bird in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester was
seen again near the Apuldram sewage works on Jan 27
Woodcock: I was surprised quite a few years ago to learn from Richard
Williamson (when he was warden of the Kingley Vale nature reserve north of

Chichester) that Woodcock can begin roding in January, and I was reminded
of this on Jan 28 by Andrew Walmsley who had been out in the New Forest at
dusk and had put up two Woodcock from open rides (not the thick cover where
they would have been by day). Andrew suggested that this was a precursor to
the roding season and that these were males exploring the rides along which
they would fly in search of females (but - my suggestion - they could equally
have been females out early in the season to make sure the males did not miss
them!)
Black-tailed Godwit: On Jan 25 there were more than 150 at Pulborough
Brooks and on Jan 28 there was a sudden increase in the number at Christchurch
Harbour to 250+ (probably an indication of a large flock now in the Avon valley in
response to recent flooding and this is backed up by news of some 700 roosting
at the Blashford Lakes on Jan 30). I also see that more than 520 were at Conyer
on the Medway estuary in north west Kent on Jan 26
Whimbrel: The wintering bird in the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour
was seen there again on Jan 31 (following a sighting there on Jan 20)
Spotted Redshank: I am glad to see that the Nore Barn bird at Emnsworth was
back again in the Maisemore Gardens stream on Jan 30 after being chased off by
an over-eager photographer on Jan 26
Pomarine Skua: First report of one for this year comes from the sea off
Bournemouth on Jan 25 with the same bird seen again at Christchurch Harbour
on Jan 26
Med Gull: More indications that these are now moving from their wintering
places towards areas where they will nest come from Dorset where the large
flock at Weymouth has dropped from 170+ on Jan 7 to just 19 on Jan 27 (with
12 on the move past Portland Bill that day rather than the occasional single seen
there earlier in the month). On Jan 28 there was a count of 90 in Poole Harbour
where none had been reported earlier in January and on Jan 29 the number
passing Portland Bill was up to 25.
Little Gull: The first mention of this species did not come until Jan 13 when just
one was off Dungeness and since then there have been 24 reports from sites
along the south coast with the first in Sussex on Jan 23 and the first in
Hampshire on Jan 28 at Titchfield Haven. Numbers seen at each site have been
gradually increasing from Jan 29 and 13 were at West Bexington (a little west of
where the Fleet ends at Abbotsbury) on Jan 31. An unexpected report from the
Oare Marshes in north west Kent on Jan 23 was of 120 birds flying west in two
flocks so maybe a movement has started following the Thames rather than the
south coast.
Common Gull: These are among the seabirds already starting to move east
towards their breeding areas - on Jan 31 Christchurch Harbour recorded 270
passing east.

Iceland Gull: There have been almost daily sightings along the south coast
since Jan 18 (after two isolated reports on Jan 1 and 11) and several birds must
have been involved as both adults and immature birds have been seen at sites
from West Bay (near Bridport) in Dorset to Dungeness. Between Jan 26 and 28
there have been at least two birds (an adult and a first winter) seen around south
Hayling (both Langstone and Chichester Harbour entrances) with another adult
off Titchfield Haven on Jan 28. Latest sighting in Hampshire was of one in the
Hust spit area west of Lymington on Jan 31 bringing the total of reports along the
south coast up to 35
Kumlien's Gull: Chris Newton confidently reported an adult winter bird of this
species (very similar to an Iceland) at the Pagham Harbour entrance on Jan 27
but there have been no other sightings of it so far.
Glaucous Gull: Between Jan 20 and 31 there have been 22 reports of this
species involving several birds at nine sites. One of the birds (in second winter
plumage) was feeding on the carcase of a Kittiwake on the shore at Sandy Point
(Hayling) on Jan 25 (when two others were seen flying west from the west
Solent). The Sandy Point bird seems to have been in Langstone Harbour earlier in
the day, being seen from both Farlington Marshes and the Oysterbeds. Another
second winter bird was already at Newhaven on Jan 24 and was still there on Jan
27 when it was entangled in fishing line, seemingly having swallowed the hook on
the end of the line which, when seen, was around its body and one leg. When
something put up the other birds in its area this gull could not take off but after a
struggle fell into the sea - the effort appeared to have torn the hook out of the
bird's throat but the struggle may have been too much for it as I have not seen
any further reports despite efforts to rescue it.
Great Blackbacked Gull: More than 300 were roosting in the Cuckmere valley
near Beachy Head on Jan 25
Sandwich Tern: One of the birds wintering in Chichester Harbour was seen
from East Head on Jan 27
Auk species: 1680 were seen to fly east past Beachy Head on Jan 30
Guillemot: Several thousand were to be seen daily feeding off Dungeness from
Jan 23 to 31 with a count of 3000+ there on Jan 29
Razorbill: The only substantial count of these in recent reports is of 1200 going
west off Durlston on Jan 26
Puffin: Many recent reports of Guillemots and Razorbills but so far only four
reports of Puffin for the year. On Jan 12 one flew west at Durlston; on Jan 17
one flew west at Dungeness; on Jan 25 one was in Poole Bay and on Jan 26 what
was probably the same bird was close in at Durlston.
Barn Owl: Five reports between Jan 24 and 26 include one hunting in the East
Park fields at Stansted Forest, one at the Apuldram sewage works and one on the

Thornham Marshes. Another, seen at Hook (Warsash) on Jan 25 was attacked
by a Kestrel when it caught prey.
Little Owl: Brian Fellows was at the Hayling Oysterbeds during the day on Jan
27 when he was told by another birder that a Little Owl had just been heard in
the nearby woodland (presumably the Stoke Common trees). In the past Little
Owls have been present in the hedgerow trees running north from the woodland
between the Coastal Path and the main road. Since I wrote the above for my
mid-week Summary I have spoken to Jason Crook who confirms that he has
recently heard two Little Owls calling to each other in the Stoke Common
trees.
Short-eared Owl: An owl hunting over the Barton on sea golf course on Jan 25
caught a vole and was attacked by a Kestrel but the Kestrel was not
successful and the owl ate the vole in flight to make sure of its meal.
Kingfisher: One was seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Jan 27, another flew
over Peter Pond at Emsworth on Jan 26 - yet another was seen in the Apuldram
area of the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Jan 27
Woodlark: First song for the year was reported from Ashdown Forest on Jan 27
Skylark: First song for this species reported on Jan 26 at Whitsbury (northwest
of Fordingbridge) - song was then reported at Durlston on Jan 28 and on the
Downs above Worthing on Jan 30
Rock Pipit: More than 15 were reliably reported to be by the Fishbourne
Channel near Chichester on Jan 27
Water Pipit: More than 25 of these were seen in a bunch in the Kent Stour
valley during flooding on Jan 24 (when one was at Titchfield Haven) . Six were
then seen on Jan 25 in the Avon valley just north of Christchurch and on Jan 25
more than 5 were at the Waddocks Cross cress beds in Dorset (by the R Frome
near Bovington)
Pied Wagtail: A few of these plus some Meadow Pipits were moving north at
Durlston on Jan 28 and it was suggested that this was the start of spring
movement though a similar movement of Pipits at Portland was described as
probably just a local movement.
Waxwing: The flock at Windmill Hill near Eastbourne were still there on Jan 31
and new reports on Jan 26 came from north Fareham (20+ birds seen distantly)
and from Brighton where 4 were seen in gardens. On Jan 30 one was in the
Burgess Hill area near Haywards Heath and a flock of seven were at Beaulieu
Road station in the New Forest.
Blackbird: Durlston reported Blackbird song heard on Jan 27 (first for the year)
and I see that last year reports of song become fairly regular from the beginning
of February though I do not expect to hear them all singing until mid-March.

There have also been a couple of reports of fierce fights between males that are
now staking out their territories.
Cetti's Warbler: The first report of song this year came from Kent on Jan 1 but
there were no more reports until Jan 17 (at Dungeness) and these have been
followed by reports from Rye Harbour on Jan 26, then Langstone Mill Pond here
in Havant on Jan 28 and from Warnham Mill Pond at Horsham on Jan 31
Goldcrest: First song I know of was the briefest of bursts coming from an
unseen bird in one of the huge Redwood trees in the Stansted Groves on Jan 31
Willow Tit: Part of an entry for Jan 30 posted on the SOS website by
Christopher Sutton reads .. "feeders at Pulborough Brooks RSPB reserve had a
Willow Tit as well as 2 Marsh Tits"
Carrion Crow: The regular flock of these on the east bank of Southampton
Water in the Netley area numbered 180 birds on Jan 31 - last year the peak
count there was of around 250 at the end of August and there were up to 500
there in Sep 2007
Hooded Crow: The single bird on Sheppey in Kent was seen again on Jan 24
Chaffinch: These were singing at Sway near New Milton on Jan 27 and at
Durlston on Jan 28 - they should soon become regular songsters if the weather
permits. (First attempt at song was on Jan 8 and there have been six reports to
date)
Brambling: Around 70 were seen with many Chaffinch and Linnets in a new
sown field near the Chichester West Dean Woods on Jan 24 (presumably getting
some of the wheat seed out of the ground?)
Greenfinch: First attempt at song here in Havant on Jan 28 from a lone bird
perched in a treetop - when they are really proclaiming a territory they sing while
making a butterfly like figure of eight flight over the area.
Siskin: These normally start to appear in gardens during February as the birds
begin to move north so two reports of 'first seen in the garden this year' were not
unexpected during the RSPB garden birdwatch weekend (Jan 24/25)
Twite: First report for the year is of a single bird seen among Linnets at
Keyhaven Marshes on Jan 27
Common (=Mealy) Redpoll: A single seen among Lessers in the Kent Stour
Valley on Jan 25
Hawfinch: Between Jan 24 and 26 there were reports of singles from the
Chichester West Dean Woods, from Dunbridge near Mottisfont in the Test valley,
and from Rooksbury Mill at Andover with a sighting of 19 birds in the Whitsbury
area north west of Fordingbridge on Jan 26

Reed Bunting: One seen in the reeds around Peter Pond at Emsworth on Jan 26
was only the second recorded there (though plenty breed a short distance south
on Thorney Island and one is usually present at Langstone Mill Pond)
Yellowhammer: A flock of 40 were on Beeding Hill above the R Adur near
Steyning on Jan 29
Corn Bunting: Around 60 were still present at Lewes Brooks on Jan 31
INSECTS
Butterflies
Red Admiral: Four seen this week - on Jan 24 one was flying in a
Southampton street, on Jan 26 one was in a Worthing garden, on Jan 27
one was in Friston Forest near Eastbourne and on Jan 29 one was flying at
Sandwiich Bay
Peacock: Just one seen at Portland on Jan 27
Moths
The Satellite (2256 Eupsilia transversa): On Jan 27 Portland recorded
the first of these for the year plus a single Winter Moth
Dark Chestnut (2259 Conistra ligula): Another first - this time in the
Thanet area of Kent on Jan 27
PLANTS
My overall year list of flowering plants seen so far this year now stands
at 75 but I should deduct a couple of grass species to give 73
Winter Aconite: These were flowering in the Bishop's Palace garden at
Chichester when Brian Fellows was there on Jan 29 - although planted these
persist for years with no attention and I think to deserve to be counted in the list
of flowering plants just for the pleasure their unexpected brightness gives to the
observer at this time of year
Common Whitlowgrass: Many tiny white buds could be seen on Jan 30 on the
thousands of plants growing along the carpark edge on the north side of
Waterloo Road in Havant
Common Mouse-ear: One flowering in Havant on Jan 26 was my first for the
year
Primrose: One plant flowering on an old grave in the Havant Eastern Road
cemetery on Jan 28 had presumably been planted there in the past but it looked
very like the wild Primroses that will soon flower in woodland (Near it both
Snowdrops and the first Crocus that I have seen were in flower). On Jan 30 I
found at least one genuine wild plant having yellow showing in a flower
bud under the oak trees of the shoreline copse south of the Hayling Oysterbeds.
Grey Field Speedwell: Another first for the year - I saw the vivid blue of its
flower as I walked round Havant on Jan 26

"Garden Forget-me-not": Escaped plants of the common garden cultivar of
Wood Forget-me-not were flowering in Havant pavment cracks on Jan 28
OTHER WILDLIFE
Roe Deer: First report of a buck in 'velvet' comes from Durlston on Jan 30
Amphibians: A report from the Hastings area tells us that only one Frog has so
far turned up at a garden pond which had had many present by this time last
year and the some pond has just five Common Newts were there were 30 by
Jan 19 last year
Fungi: On Jan 31 Durston reported the presence of Jew's Ear, Yellow Brain
and Candlesnuff fungi despite the cold

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 26 - FEB 1 (WEEK 4 OF 2009)
Sat 31 Jan
A puzzling grass in the Hollybank Woods
This morning I drove to the Stansted Groves in the hope of seeing Tree Creeper
but my only item of interest was the briefest burst of song from a Goldcrest
hidden in the foliage of one of the great Redwood trees which line the path.
I then had a look round the west end of the Hollybank Woods, starting from the
Emsworth Common Road entrance and following the recently cleared path
running parallel to the road (thanks to the Friends of Hollybank Woods who I
hope get some money from the Havant Waitrose store in the near future - I am
one of the few who vote for the Friends to get a donation with the tokens we are
given after each purchase but I see the RNLI are more popular with the general
public!).
This path turns south at the western end of the woods following the perimeter of
an open area which has not regrown its trees following a large fire several years
back. In summer the open ground is hidden by a thick covering of bracken but
currently that has disappeared and I was able to see an attractive small patch of
grass still standing tall and glowing with an almost golden look to its 'straw'. I
went to have a closer look and found what a grass that I did not recognize
but which somewhat resembled (but was not) the Wood Small Reed
that I am familiar with on North Common (Hayling). Even after taking
specimens home and checking my books I remain puzzled and would love to hear
from anyone who knows what the species is.
The patch is currently unmissable, standing tall in the south centre of the large
open area. The plants are densely tufted and stand about 90cm high with a
reedlike fluffy inflorescence around 20cm long. The spikelets are around 5mm
long with a long straight awn. The leaves are just about as long as the stems
(80cm) and are very thin and pointed (4mm wide at the most). For most of their
length the leaves are smooth but they are rough to the touch near the tips. The

heathland here is acid and normally fairly dry. Hopefully I will solve the problem
by next summer!
Fri 30 Jan
Whitlowgrass and Red-legged Partridge
A walk to the shops in Havant this morning took me along Waterloo Road which
meets North Street just by the Railway Station, and I was delighted to find quite
a few bright white flowerbuds on some of the thousands of tiny plants
of Common Whitlowgrass which line the edge of the private carpark on the
north side of Waterloo Road just before it reaches North Street. Soon that
carpark edge will be one of the places that will turn bright white with the mass of
mintue blossoms.
In the afternoon I cycled to north Hayling with the intention of checking the
genuine Wild Primroses which flower in the small oak copse on the seaward
side of the Coastal Path not far south of the Oysterbeds (just before reaching the
open West Lane fields on the inland side). Many of the Primrose leaves here
had been nibbled by rabbits in the absence of any other greenery but I found
one plant with yellow showing in at least one flower bud.
Before heading back up the track I scanned the first of the grass meadows
immediately north of the open fields that had just been ploughed and was
pleased to spot a couple of Red-legged Partridge (brnging my year list to 91
species). Only five minutes before this field had been much disturbed by a dog
running wild in it while I was chatting to Jason Crook who told me that he had
recently seen a family group of five Red-legs in the field (where a pair have
bred for several years). Jason also told me that he had recently heard two Little
Owls calling to each other in the Stoke Common woodland inland of the
Oysterbeds, confirming what Brian Fellows had heard from an anonymous source
a few days ago.
At the Oysterbeds there was nothing out of the ordinary other than my first sight
of an adult Herring Gull in full breeding plumage on the lagoon, hopefully
not intending to nest on the Tern Island on which a pair of Mallard were
snuggled down together - will ducklings hatch there as well as Little Terns this
year? In one of the northern pools there were 36 Shelduck, probably the same
group which Brian Fellows saw here a couple of days before. In 'Texaco Bay'
beside the path joining the old rail track to the road opposite the Texaco garage,
I noted a Greenshank.
Thu 29 Jan
Gunner Point on Hayling
A visit to the Hayling Ferry area at high tide this afternoon failed to give me the
hoped for Great Northern Diver but did give me an unexpected view of a
Pilot Launch drawing alongside a fair sized commercial vessel as it was
coming out of Langstone harbour. The launch came right alongside the

larger boat and kept station there for some time as they continued to move out
to sea and I was expecting to see a pilot disembark from the larger vessel down
a rope ladder seemingly put out for that purpose but all that happened was a
fairly lengthy conversation between men on the two vessels - this is the first time
I have seen a Pilot Launch in action in the mouth of Langstone Harbour.
Walking east from Gunner Point into a strong, chill east wind I passed many
Turnstones either roosting or searching for food on the tide line and when
almost south of the Golf Club building I came on a large wader roost on the
shingle. Around 700 Dunlin were present with perhaps 50 Ringed Plover and
more Turnstone (I probably saw at least 100 in total). Getting as close as I
could without putting the birds up I eventually spotted a single white
Sanderling in the dense crowd of Dunlin, at which point I strode off inland
away from the roost only to put up a hitherto unseen group of Ringed Plover in
the fringes of the grass - these flew off right over the main roost and put up all
the birds despite my best intentions!
Wed 28 Jan
More slight signs of spring
On Monday I added flowering Grey Field Speedwell and Common Mouse Ear
to my yearlist while walking around Havant and today, while in the Havant
Eastern Road cemetery, I saw my first Crocus in flower (among Snowdrops)
and what might have been a genuine Wild Primrose in flower (though no doubt
planted on a grave in the past). Seen flowering elsewhere in Havant today,
growing from a pavement outside a garden wall, were what I call 'Garden
Forget-me-nots' (which are related to Wood Forget-me-not).
Also new today was the first attempt at Greenfinch song from a bird perched
by itself in a treetop - certainly not the full song which is heard later in the spring
from birds making their butterfly like display flights over breeding territory.
Another cheering sight was of a flock of up to 30 Goldfinch flying over the road
outside my house as I set out on my walk - at the end of the road a cock
Blackbird was perched on the end of the ridge of a roof looking as if he might
burst into territorial song (The first Blackbird song of the year was reported
at Durlston yesterday).
SUMMARY FOR JAN 19 - 25 (WEEK 3 OF 2009)
Highlights:
The English Channel has been full of Divers and Auks this week (plus a few
Iceland and Glaucous Gulls) and there is a possible hint of the first returning
migrant Sandwich Terns with a report of 28 seen at the northwest tip of
France.
Discussion of the 'tickability' of various species elucidated a fact that I was
previously unaware of - namely that Cackling Canada Geese are now
declared to be a separate species, not just a race of Canada Goose.

Those who think of Marsh Harriers as still being mainly summer visitors to
Britain may be surprised that, in the recent cold snap, at least 50 could be found
at just two night roosts in Kent.
Two interesting raptor stories are of a persistent Peregrine eventually
capturing a Black-tailed Godwit after the Godwit had evaded capture several
times both hiding in a reed bed and then submerging under water when
swimming in the river at Titchfield Haven.
The second story gives further proof that Buzzards will catch birds - in this
case a failed attempt to pick up a Wood Pigeon from the ground.
The week's most unlikely sighting was of a Woodcock seen circling the
traffic lights at a junction on the M23 while in the 'new tricks' department
we hear that Kingfishers have learnt to hang around Little Egrets as they
stir up their food in the hope that this will bring them a small fish.
New to southern England for this year was a Lapland Bunting which flew over
Pagham Harbour.
Both Red Admiral and Peacock butterflies were on the wing with three new
moths which included Spring Usher
The only new flower this week has been Grey Alder but the first fresh green
Larch leaves were also seen.
A new slug species has been added to my database but otherwise Other
Wildlife has to rely on two 'cast offs' - the empty cases of Whelk eggs and the
empty shells of Spider Crabs, both being found in the local tideline
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: On Jan 18 large numbers were seen all round the south
east coast - 517 at Sandwich, 683 at Dungeness, 85 at Folkestone, 24 at Selsey,
35 at Christchurch and 4 off Portland. Large numbers have continued to be seen
throughout the week with 492 off Dungeness on Jan 21 and more than 70 off
Selsey on Jan 24 - sadly the last report I have seen was of a single oiled bird
close in to the Hook shore at Warsash on Jan 24
Black-throated Diver: On Jan 18 one was off Portland and perhaps 4 off
Sandwich. More recent sightings have been of 2 off Selsey on Jan 22 and 1 flying
east past Christchurch Harbour on Jan 24
Great Northern Diver: Among many sightings there was one in Portsmouth
Harbour seen from Priddy's Hard at Gosport on Jan 21
Great Crested Grebe: The big flock in Rye Bay seems to have broken up with
only 150 reported there on Jan 17 and 169 off Sandwich on Jan 21. Locally one
of half a dozen pairs at the Testwood Lakes near Southampton was already in
courtship display on Jan 18 although there were still 105 birds in winter mode off
the Brownwich cliffs west of Titchfield Haven on Jan 24

Red-necked Grebe: Three were seen together in Portland Harbour on Jan 18
and more recently one was off Splash Point near Beachy Head and another was
in Poole Harbour, both on Jan 24
Slavonian Grebe: One was in Chichester Harbour seen from Hayling Black Point
on Jan 20 when another was off Titchfield Haven. The flock which was seen off
Pagham Harbour in recent weeks seem to have moved closer to Selsey Bill from
which 8 were seen on Jan 22 (but only 3 on Jan 24)
Black-necked Grebe: 11 birds of the Langstone Harbour flock were in Broom
Channel between Farlington Marshes and Portsea Island on Jan 20 (they are
normally seen along the east and north sides of the RSPB islands in the harbour).
On Jan 21 the number in Portland Harbour was up to 6 and by Jan 24 there
seems to have been an increase in the number around the mouth of Poole
Harbour with a total of 35 reported there on Jan 24 (but that includes some birds
in Poole Harbour was well as those outside it in Studland Bay).
Balearic Shearwater: Prior to Jan 23 all sightings of this species this year had
been of single birds but Jan 23 brought reports of two seen off Portland and 3 off
Roscoff on the north shore of Brittany in France
Cormorant: Around 150 of these were on the water off Selsey on Jan 18 and on
Jan 21 a flock of around 140 was feeding on a shoal of Sprats off Christchurch
Harbour
Bittern: At least one bird was reported at Titchfield Haven on Jan 24 and back
on Jan 18 Rye Harbour and the Dungeness RSPB reserve both had 2 birds.
During the week there were reports of singles at 5 other sites (including Brading
Marshes on the IoW)
Night Heron: Still at Hythe near Folkestone on Jan 21
Little Egret: I have seen no counts of the Langstone night roost for some time
but at dusk on Jan 20 at least five birds had come into the roost trees when I
was driven from the area by a hail shower.
Mute Swan: The resident pair were on Langstone Mill Pond on Jan 23 with their
six cygnets from last year nowhere in sight - they have probably got the message
by now that they are no longer welcome at their 'birthplace'.
Bewick's Swan: On Jan 19 a total of 22 were in the Arun valley between
Amberley and Pulborough town (16 of them close to Amberley Castle on Jan 20)
and on Jan 21 a flock of 80 was on the Walland Marshes to the east of Rye - this
latter flock was seen by Brian Banks who commented (on the RX website) that up
to 350 could be seen there in the early 1990s but that recently warmer winters
had enabled most of these birds to remain in the Netherlands. Looking at the
very large numbers of geese currently reported from Dutch sites I guess this
same argument applies to the disappearance of large flocks of wintering Whitefronts from the Hampshire Avon valley.

Whooper Swan: The group of four remained in The Fleet near Weymouth on
Jan 23 but there have been no reports from the Chichester Lakes since Jan 11 however Jan 24 brought at report of a group of 5 flying low over the Bognor area
heading roughly in the direction of Chichester.
Cackling Canada Goose: The single bird was still at Titchfield Haven on Jan 18
- discussion of its 'tickability' elicited from John Clark that this is now treated as a
separate species on the British List (as recognized by the British Ornithologists
Union) but further discussion revealed the BOU is 'out of step' with official bodies
in other countries (and many lesser groups of birders within Britain) on the
subject of what constitutes a full species and separates a species from a subspecies or a 'race'.
Pale-bellied Brent: A count of 42 present at Ferrybridge (Weymouth) on Jan 19
is the biggest flock recorded in southern England so far this winter. Elsewhere a
single young bird was still at Farlington Marshes on Jan 20 while Jan 21 brought
a report of one at Church Norton and Jan 24 brought news of a colour ringed bird
(thought to have been ringed in Canada) at Keyhaven and of an adult bird at
Hook near Warsash
Red-breasted Goose: This was still on Normandy Marsh at Lymington on Jan
21. Pete Durnell tells us that the Lymington Marshes (of which he is now warden)
will feature on the BBC TV Countryfile programme on the morning of Sunday Jan
25 and the programme should include shots of the Red-breasted Goose.
Egyptian Goose: Three flew down the Itchen under Itchen Bridge in
Southampton on Jan 23 and may be new arrivals in the area (I don't remember
hearing of them there in the past year) but they may have been on a day trip
from the nearby Royal Victoria Country Park
American Wigeon: One was reported to be at Pulborough Brooks on Jan 19 but
subsequently the warden (Pete Hughes) has seen what he thinks to be the bird
and he says that it is a European bird with unusual markings which he has seen
in the area in the past.
Teal: A count of 121 on the flood in the meadow south of Wade Court at
Langstone on Jan 21 was the highest for that site this winter but probably
reflects the strong wind making other local sites uncomfortable at that time
Pintail: At least three pairs were on the water off Nore Barn woods at Emsworth
late in the day on Jan 19 (when the count in the Arun valley between Amberley
and Pulborough town recorded 225 Pintail). On Jan 24 Titchfield Haven had 10
and Hook (Warsash) had 21
Scaup: Single birds were at Titchfield Haven, Haslar Lake at Gosport, and
Rooksbury Mill at Andover this week. Lodmoor at Weymouth had 9 and Shipstal
Point (at the west end of Poole Harbour) had 4 while Castle Water at Rye
Harbour had 2 males.

King Eider: The single adult male which appeared in Rye Bay off Pett on Jan 11
had moved into Kentish waters by Jan 20 when it was seen close in at Dungeness
Long-tailed Duck: At least one was in Chichester Harbour, seen from Black
Point, on Jan 18 and on Jan 21 two females could seen to the north of Black
Point. At least one was in Poole Harbour on Jan 24
Velvet Scoter: One was in Rye Bay, another was off Portland and three were off
Dungeness this week
Hooded Merganser: This long staying mystery bird was still at Weymouth on
Jan 23
Goosander: A redhead was new on the scrape at Hook near Wasash on Jan 18
Marsh Harrier: On the evening of Jan 18 the night roost on Sheppey in Kent
had at least 38 Marsh Harriers and on the same evening the separate roost at
Stodmarsh by the R Stour east of Canterbuty had another 14 (plus 3 Hen
Harriers). Locally there were two females in the Keyhaven/Lymington area and
one female at Titchfield Haven, both on Jan 24
Hen Harrier: A fairly local sighting was of a male hunting near Hucksholt Farm
(just west of the road going north from Compton towards Uppark and South
Harting) on Jan 22
Goshawk: A male was seen in the south west of the New Forest on Jan 24
Buzzard: On the afternoon of Jan 21 (or thereabouts) Marcus Ward watched a
violent altercation between a Buzzard and a Barn Owl at the Lymington
Marshes. Unlike attacks on Barn Owls by Kestrels (which I have only seen
reported as occurring when the Owl is carrying prey which the Kestrel tries to
seize from it) this Owl was flying without prey when the Buzzard attacked - the
apparently fought back but soon took cover in a gorse bush where it remained
for around half an hour with the Buzzard perched nearby and waiting to resume
its attack - Marcus then had to leave so could not tell us the end of the story. If
nothing else this story lends credence to the recent report of several Buzzards
making concerted attacks on Starlings as they settled into their night roost in
the New Milton area on Jan 8. Another report from Titchfield Haven on Jan 24 is
of a Buzzard trying, but failing, to take a Wood Pigeon from the ground.
Peregrine: Mark Rolfe describes (on Hoslist) a lengthy encounter between a
Peregrine and a Black-tailed Godwit which he watched at Titchfield Haven
on Jan 24. Mark writes ...
"Whilst locking up I witnessed a remarkable Peregrine hunt from the
Knightsbank Hide. The falcon (a large adult female) was seen chasing a BlackTailed Godwit which managed to escape by diving into the reeds. The
Peregrine then landed on the ground and waited. Ten minutes or so later the
Godwit flew out from the reed-bed. This was a big mistake, as the Peregrine
immediately resumed its pursuit forcing the Godwit to make an emergency

landing in the river. The falcon then made a number of dives low over the water.
With each attack the Godwit escaped by diving under the surface. Eventually it
reached the edge of the reeds and the Peregrine landed on a nearby post. The
wader then tried to take off but could only manage to flap across the river presumably because of waterlogged feathers or maybe it had been injured. The
Peregrine then launched another attack and on its third attempt plucked the
Godwit out of the water and carried it onto the meadow to eat."
Avocet: The recent cold snap seems to have persuaded the majority of Avocets
at Nutbourne Bay and in Langstone Harbour to move west but a few are still
present. On Jan 20 five were in Pagham Harbour, one was in the Thorney
Channel east of the Thornham Marshes on Thorney Island, and four were in
Langstone Harbour. Perhaps the Farlington Avocets had not left the area as on
Jan 24 John Goodspeed found 22 still in Broom Channel on the east side of the
Marshes.
Golden Plover: 370 were in the North Walls area of Pagham harbour on Jan 20
when a flock of 39 were roosting on mud off Langstone Mill Pond in the late
afternoon.
Lapwing: On Jan 20 the flock around the Pagham Harbour North Walls
numbered 3400 birds
Little Stint: One was again seen by the outfall of the Lavant into Fishbourne
Channel on Jan 20 (last reported there on Jan 6 and previously on Dec 9). Also
on Jan 20 one was at Pulborough Brooks where one had been seen on several
dates in October and November up to Nov 30
Ruff: One seen in a field near the Fishbourne Channel on Jan 20 and on Jan 18
there were some 15 in the Pett Level area by Rye Bay.
Woodcock: An unexpected Woodcock sighting was of a bird circling the traffic
lights at the junction of the A264 and M23 on Jan 18. Since then there has been
a count of 10 in the Langton Matravers area of Dorset (near Swanage) on Jan 23
and a sighting of 2 (disturbed by a nearby shoot) at Beacon Hill in the Meon
Valley on Jan 24
Black-tailed Godwit: A count of 870 on fields north of Pagham Harbour on Jan
20 was the highest count I have heard of anywhere since there were 960 at the
Oare Marshes (north west Kent) on Aug 28 last year (there were estimated to be
1000 there on Aug 7 and 900 there on July 17). These counts were well
exceeded by up to 2500 in the Hampshire Avon Valley between Feb 2 and 4 of
2008 and by up to 1200 in Pagham Harbour between Jan 25 and 29 in 2008.
Another high count this week was of 130 at Pulborough Brooks on Jan 19 (with
an additional 60 more in the Amberley Wildbrooks area that same day), 125 at
Christchurch Harbour on Jan 21, and of 114 at Titchfield Haven on Jan 24.
These and many other counts from numerous sites show how mobile these birds
are and how quickly they discover good places to feed. Though the birds seem to

think nothing of flying 50 miles or more to a new feeding area in response to a
change in the weather, or a shortage of food where they currently are, I have
seen no evidence that they remain in massive flocks which move as a whole over
long distances - what seems to happen is that as food runs short in the area
where they currently find themselves they either spread out as many small
groups to many different sites (most of which are unobserved), giving the
impression from the reported figures that numbers have dropped considerably),
or they all move together to one site where they are counted (giving the
impression of a massive increase in total numbers) from which they will again
disperse after a relatively short time.
Whimbrel: A wintering bird was in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on
Jan 20 - I have not seen reports of a wintering bird there so far this winter but
this may be either one of the 3 which were reported on the west side of Thorney
Island on Dec 31 or possibly the Pagham Harbour/Church Norton bird (which was
seen at Church Norton on Jan 21)
Spotted Redshank: The Nore Barn bird at Emsworth was present in the
Maisemore Gardens stream on Jan 21 but flew off when a photographer
(probably not a birder) walked down the stream to get closer to the bird but
approached too close for even this 'tame' bird which flew off
Green Sandpiper: One was seen at Hook/Warsash on Jan 22
Med Gull: Possible signs that these are sensing the approach of spring, and are
moving from their winter quarters, come from Alresford Pond (near the source of
the R Itchen upstream from Winchester) where one was an unexpected find on
Jan 18; from Haslar Lake at Gosport where more than 5 were seen on Jan 18;
from Falmer Pond, well inland on the Sussex Downs, were another single
appeared on Jan 18; and from Hythe on Southampton Water where Colin Allen
on Jan 19 saw the first he has spotted there in seven years of watching.
Nevertheless there were still around 160 in the mouth of Pagham Harbour on Jan
20
Iceland Gull: After a couple of isolated sightings of adults on the River Hamble
on Jan 1 and at Portland on Jan 11 we now have eleven new reports from seven
sites during the past week. On Jan 18 one was at Blashford Lakes, another was
at Portland and a third was at Dungeness - what was probably the same bird was
at Dungeness again on Jan 20. On Jan 21 one was seen in Gosport and two
different birds were at Dungeness. On Jan 22 an adult (maybe the Gosport bird)
was seen from Ryde (IoW) and may have flown east to be off Splash Point at
Seaford on Jan 24 when what was probably a new young bird (with 'biscuity'
plumage) was seen from Durlston.
Glaucous Gull: An adult flew east past Pagham Harbour towards Bognor on Jan
20 and on Jan 24 an immature (second winter) bird was off Newhaven

Kittiwake: A noticeable increase in numbers this week with around 600 of
Dungeness on Jan 20 after 96 had been seen from Selsey Bill on Jan 18 (when
there were 55 off Folkestone and 3 off Christchurch)
Sandwich Tern: Two birds were perched on buoys in Chichester Harbour (seen
from Black Point on Hayling) on Jan 21 and on Jan 23 a total of 28 were seen at
Roscoff on the north coast of Brittany (could they be forerunners of out spring
migrants?).
Guillemot: Large numbers have been on the move - 100 flew east at Dungeness
in two hours on Jan 18 and there were more than 2000 offshore on Jan 17 before
3000 were seen flying west on Jan 22
Razorbill: In general fewer of these than Guillemots but more than 600 were
off Durlston on Jan 17 (and one was seen to fly past Sandy Point on Hayling on
Jan 18). On Jan 22 Durlston had an unusual count of more than 1300
Puffin: One of these went west off Dungeness on Jan 17
Barn Owl: One was again hunting over the Thornham Marshes on Thorney
Island on Jan 20 (with a Short-eared Owl and a Kingfisher also seen there
that day). Other sightings this week come from Titchfield Haven, Hook/Warsash
and both Keyhaven and Normandy in the Lymington area.
Short-eared Owl: On Jan 23 two were hunting over the Barton on sea golf
course and on Jan 24 one was in the Broomy Plain area of the New Forest
Kingfisher: A couple of recent reports have remarked on Kingfishers apparently
purposefully following a metre or so behind a Little Egret that happened to be
searching for food in water near the edge of vegetation on which the Kingfisher
could perch (reports of this from the Lewes Brooks on Jan 7 and 11 - maybe the
same Kingfisher?) and on Jan 21 the same behaviour was seen at the Pannell
Valley near Rye - this time the Kingfisher was seen to catch a fish that had been
disturbed by an Egret
Rock Pipit: A total of around 10 were seen in Chirstchurch Harbour on Jan 21
Water Pipit: On Jan 18 there were 9 together at Cowards Marsh by the River
Avon immediately north of Christchurch and on Jan 20 one was seen by the
Fishbourne Channel near Chichester - a noticeable increase in reports this week
may suggest that these (and Rock Pipits) are feeling the call of spring and are
already on the move back to their breeding areas
Grey Wagtail: The brightness of the yellow plumage on a female seen in the
Lymbourne stream at Havant on Jan 23 was also a reminder of approaching
spring.
Waxwing: One was still at the Bursledon site on Jan 19 and on that day came
the first report of a new flock of up to 29 birds in the Whiteley built up area north
of Fareham (and not far from Bursledon). No more sightings came from
Bursledon but on Jan 21 a flock of 20 flew in to feed on shrubs in a pub carpark

at the village of Windmill Hill on the A271 just east of Hailsham in East Sussex.
Both these and the Whiteley birds were still being seen on Jan 24
Wren: These have been unusually silent since the end of September and a single
burst of song on Jan 17 was welcome - by Jan 24 one was singing repeatedly in
my garden.
Song Thrush: More of these are now singing but more unusual was a flock of
around 50 (with some 15 Redwing and 4 Mistle Thrushes) in the Falmer
area on the Downs near Brighton on Jan 21
Redwing: A report of five seen in the Staunton Country Park on Jan 22 led to a
personal sighting of two there (with four Mistle Thrushes) on Jan 24 to get the
species onto my year list at last.
Marsh Tit: A find of one in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Jan 24 may
enable me to get the species on my year list next week! Treecreepers were also
seen in these woods on Jan 24 and this is another species I need for my year list.
Hooded Crow: One was seen on Sheppey (NW Kent) on Jan 18, possibly the
same bird seen there on Dec 10 and maybe the one that was on Sheppey in Jan
of 2008 (when there was just one other sighting of a single bird at Dungeness in
April)
Chaffinch: Another early report of song comes from Bognor on Jan 19 (earliest
of the four reports so far came from the Battle area near Hastings on Jan 8)
Serin: Two were seen in The Fleet area near Weymouth on Jan 17 (and again on
Jan 21) close to where two had been seen on Jan 5
Lesser Redpoll: Four were feeding in Alders (with Birches nearby) in the
Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Jan 24 when a flock of more than 50 was in
the Shatterford area of the New Forest.
Common (=Mealy) Redpoll: A young bird was confidently claimed as having
been seen near Crouch Farm close to Burton Mill Pond to the west of Pulborough
on Jan 21
Bullfinch: These continue to pop up more frequently than usual - on Jan 24 four
were seen at Titchfield Haven, on Jan 21 one flew over the Warblington farm
fields and on Jan 20 two were seen by the church at Apuldram near Chichester
Lapland Bunting: The first anywhere in the south this year was a female flying
over Pagham Spit on Jan 17 - identified by call
Yellowhammer: A flock of 40 on the Sussex Downs at Falmer on Jan 21 was
good news - reported by someone putting out bird seed as part of an RSPB
project to encourage wintering Corn Buntings (of which more than 5 were also
present)
Escapees: A Lanner falcon was at Keyhaven Marshes on Jan 24

INSECTS
Butterflies
Red Admiral: One seen in Gosport, and another in Lewes, both on Jan 17
Peacock: One at Abbot's Wood near Hailsham in East Sussex on Jan 17
and another (though it may have been a Red Admiral) at Sandy Point on
Hayling on Jan 18
Moths
Pale Brindled Beauty (1926 Apocheima pilosaria): First report for the
year from Northiam (north of Hastings) on Jan 16
Spring Usher (1932 Agriopis leucophaearia): Another first at
Northiam on Jan 16
Mottled Umber (1935 Erannis defoliaria): Another first at Northiam on
Jan 16
PLANTS
The first open catkins of Grey Alder seen in Havant on Jan 22 brings my count
of flowering species for the month up to 67 excluding 2 grass species. (In
my mid-week Summary I listed Common Alder but having been back for a
second look at the trees in the Prince George St carpark here in Havant I
concluded that they trees there are Grey Alders)
European Larch: Not yet flowering but the first green leaf shoots were seen in
Havant on Jan 20
OTHER WILDLIFE
Yellow Slug (Limax flavus): A photo of this on the Rye Bay website with
comments by Brian Banks suggested that this is a fairly common and easily
identifiable species which likes to live in human habitations (especially older
houses that may have damp cellars) though I have not come across it. The
species is said to feed on fungi. The photo can be seen at
http://rxwildlife.org.uk/category/other-sites/gardens/ in an entry dated Jan 23
Whelk Egg-cases: Several of these washed up on the Langstone east shore on
Jan 23
Fungi: Several species seen in the Hollybank Woods on Jan 24 by the Havant
Wildlife group (photos on Brian Fellows website - go to
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm and pick the links to
the photos from the diary entry for Jan 24).
Among the finds was a magnificent display of what we used to call Many-zoned
Polypore but must now call Turkeytail (I had forgotten this and spend some
time searching for the appropriate entry in my database to record this find!). Also
found was the first Earthstar that I have heard of this autumn/winter - has it
been a bad year for them?
Spiny Spider Crab (Maja squinado): When at Black Point (Hayling) on Jan 20
Jeff Goodridge found lots of shells of these crabs washed up in the tideline. This

reminded me of a similar report of large numbers of shells being found in
Langstone Harbour but I cannot recall the date though I think it was more than
ten years ago. On that previous occasion I assumed that these came from Crabs
which had died but the information below (from the Helford Marine Conservation
website) might suggest that these are 'cast skins' after a moult. The extract from
the website reads ...
"Unlike many other crabs, spider crabs do not moult every year. Once they reach
their ‘teenage’ phase in their second year, the females have a terminal or final
moult, after which they do not grow any further. The males have one additional
moult during which they grow their distinctively larger claws which are essential
for defence and for successful mating. In a few cases, mutations occur resulting
in crabs which have half male and half female characteristics, locally called
‘halfies’ in Cornwall and ‘strangers’ or a more non-pc term further up the south
coast! In the population, there will be a range of different sized crabs which may
all be of a similar age and they can live for up to 8 years. One interesting piece of
recent research has used the rate at which their claws erode as they walk about
the seabed, as a way of estimating their age. Younger crabs have pointed black
claws whilst the older crabs are walking about on worn out stumps!
"They have a complex lifecycle during which they undertake mass migrations
annually from our coastal waters to deeper offshore and back again, like the
wildebeest of our waters. The juveniles live in shallow rocky areas where they
feed on a variety of animal and seaweed species. In order to hide from predators,
they decorate their shells with seaweed and sponges and some species are
known as ‘decorator’ crabs. The local name for these juveniles is ‘commandoes’,
after soldiers’ habit of wearing camouflage on their helmets. Some adults also
carry often large numbers of a parasitic sea anemone on their legs.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 19 - 25 (WEEK 3 OF 2009)
Sat 24 Jan
Redwing on my year list at last
After hearing that a few Redwing had been seen in the Staunton Country Park a
couple of days ago I thought I would have a look round there this afternoon and
I eventually came on two, with four Mistle Thrushes, on the Gipsies Plain
fields south of Havant Thicket.
I started from the Leigh Park Gardens car park from which I took a look round
Great Copse before crossing Middle Park Way into the Thicket Lawn area where
the high spot was a group of nine Magpies. Bypassing the Leigh Park Gardens
Lake I walked round the northern edge of Hammonds Lane Coppice, enjoying the
sunshine on the leafless mature trees but seeing nothing better that a Great
Spotted Woodpecker.

Having scanned the open grassland of the Gipsies Plain from various points from
which I could only see many Corvids, Woodpigeon and a few gulls I was just
about to give up when I found four Mistle Thrushes in the field alongside the
track from Hammonds Land to the Staunton Arms area. Scanning beyond them I
found two definite but distant Redwings so I set out along the track to get
closer. As I did so I noticed a large bird flying into a tree in the field on the other
side of the track (i.e. alongside the main road in the Durrants area) and my
attention was drawn to a Buzzard, now perched in the sunshine. After this
diversion I looked back for the Redwing but they had vanished!
I saw nothing more of interest on the way back but nevertheless I had one more
tick bringing my year list to 89.
Fri 23 Jan
Whelk-eggs on the Langstone shore
The wind was rather too strong for safe cycling today so I walked to Warblington
Farm and came back along the shore to Langstone where I found two or three
large bundles of Whelk egg cases along the tide line.
In Church Lane the single plant of Cow Parsley still had flowers and back at
Langstone in the south meadow of Wade Court (sheltered by trees from the force
of the wind) there were 121 Teal around the flooded area with 3 Shoveler on
the same water and 20 Mallard on a different pool. Also present were two
Herons and five Black-tailed Godwit.
On Langstone Pond the Swan pair were in residence (with their six cygnets
nowhere to be seen), and on the sea off the pond a flock of more than 100
Brent was assembling in anticipation of the falling tide revealing some weed for
their breakfast. With them were just six Wigeon and a dozen Shelduck plus
Black-headed Gulls, one of which had its head already 'black'.
Walking across Russell's Field (between the Royal Oak and the Billy Trail) I found
both a Heron and a Song Thrush looking for food on the now squidgy foot
path, and in the shelter of the northern boundary hedge I watched a Chiffchaff
hunting for food. Further up the track, just before the Lymbourne stream
disappears under the A27, I had great views of a female Grey Wagtail in
spring plumage, brightly lit by the sun, on a tree trunk that has fallen into the
water.
Wed 21 Jan
Warblington and Brook Meadow
Another sunny day (after a sharp frost during the night) for a quick cycle ride to
Emsworth and back which gave me an unexpected sighting of a Bullfinch and
more bird song but nothing of great note.
Putting out food for the birds after breakfast I heard Song Thrush song close to
my garden for the first time this year and during my ride I heard another
elsewhere in Havant and a third at Brook Meadow in Emsworth where a Wren
also sang (these have been relatively silent for some time, unlike the Robins
and more recently the Dunnocks). A Coal Tit was also singing in Havant
along with the Blue and Great Tits that are now heard daily.

The Bullfinch attracted my attention by its call as I was riding down the path
from Selangor Avenue to Nore Barn but when I stopped below the trees in which
it was hidden it flew out and headed southeast across the fields.
At Nore Barn I found Brian Fellows watching the eastern stream coming out of
Warblington Farm in which there were many Wigeon, a few Black-tailed
Godwits and a couple of Greenshank working the stream edges in unison, one
on each side (could they be a pair already thinking of the spring ahead?)
Coming back I found three Jays making a very noisy way through the trees
lining the slip road from the A27 - like the Bullfinch they were presumably just
passing through.
Tue 20 Jan
Larch leaves and Golden Plover
A walk round Havant this morning showed an increase in the number of flowers,
especially the Lesser Celandines and Creeping Buttercups, but perhaps the
most significant sight was of bright green needles of leaves just starting to
emerge on one Larch tree. It was also good to hear a Song Thrush singing
as I walked down the Billy Trail.
In the late afternoon I cycled to Langstone Pond and found 39 Golden Plover
roosting on the shore while two male Shovelers were on the flooded south
meadow of Wade Court. My visit was interrupted by a sudden hail shower but as
I made a hasty exit I saw two Egrets flying into the roost trees where three
more Egrets were perched on the trees - at least the roost is still being used!
Mon 19 Jan
Early Dog Violets and Pintail
There were two intact flowers on the patch of Early Dog Violets in my Havant
garden this morning and later we had a brief visit from a Goldcrest but the best
sight was at Nore Barn in the afternoon where I saw at least three pairs of
Pintail (the males looking very smart) though the Spotted Redshank did not
show.
SUMMARY FOR JAN 12 - 18 (WEEK 2 OF 2009)
Highlights:
Both Cormorants and Herons are already on their nests at the Paxton Pits
in Bedfordshire and some are probably now nesting the south of England (a
sudden increase in Shags off Christchurch probably reflects the return of birds
that breed on the Isle of Wight cliffs).
At Langstone the resident pair of Swans are back on their pond without
last year's cygnets (though these are nearby on the sea) and at Northney on
Hayling Rooks are back at their nests. Not breeding but still of interest was
the 'Fudge Duck' seen on Budds Farm pools but bird of the week was
undoubtedly a single King Eider seen twice in Rye Bay where it was a new
species for Sussex. Also new for the year was a Grey Phalarope seen a few
yards off Pagham Harbour

Two reports raising strong opposed feelings among different groups of
birders concern Peregrines (the deliberate shooting of a nesting male in Sussex
and the destruction of the eggs in its nest in the 'interests of conservation') and
Bustards (the project to introduce them to Salisbury plain could destroy the
fragile Russian Bustard population and damage other ground nesting bird
species in Russia, and could also damage the integrity of the Spanish Bustard
population). There is also controversy concerning the Waxwings at Bursledon
in Southampton which have been the target for ringers using both nets
and poles to capture and ring them.
Welcome news this week is of the start of Chaffinch and Dunnock song (also
reported singing was a Great Grey Shrike) and increasing numbers of
Greenfinch and Redwing.
Hampshire has the first butterfly report of the year with Dorset a day behind
while Sussex has just one Large White caterpillar surviving the frost
though it can claim the first Early Moth of the year. A report of a Yellow
Dung Fly on a frozen dog dropping raises the question of how this and other
fly species survive the winter.
Ivy Leaved Speedwell was a good first flowering record for this week while the
flowering of Snowdrops and the appearance of King-cup leaves are signs of
rapidly approaching spring (we can but hope!). On my lawn the appearance of
more Meadow Waxcap fungi was a surprise to me.
Not mentioned in the bird news which follows, but I think worth repeating here,
is an entry from Steve Keen's birding blog for Jan 16.
Terrorist geese attack
The birding fraternity reels again. New York is stunned by an attack by SUICIDE
GEESE. The incident showed all the hallmarks of the work of Anser Bean
Laden and his Al-Taiga terror network.
Canada fears reprisals. "The problem is we will all be tarred with the same brush"
complains an Egyptian.
"Snow joke" said a spokesman. "Néné never! These thugs are hell Brent
on striking fear . . ."
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: These birds seem to spend as much of their time flying
backwards and forwards in search of good feeding areas as in actually feeding
but a total of 58 flying past Portland on Jan 13 were said to be heading for Lyme
Bay which is said to be one of their favourite winter feeding areas - another 36
followed them on Jan 14. 50 going west off Ventnor (IoW) on Jan 11, when more
than 30 were seen passing Worthing, were presumably part of the same
movement which may have started when 342 flew past Dungeness on Jan 9
(Dungeness also reported 347 there on Jan 13)

Black-throated Diver: No site has reported more than two of these at a time
but on Jan 10 there were two off the Portobello Sewage Pumping Station on the
Telscombe Cliffs between Saltdean and Peacehaven (east of Brighton), another
two on the sea off Pagham Harbour and one in Portland Harbour (where there
were two on Jan 13)
Great Northern Diver: By Jan 14 the number in Portland Harbour was up to six
while one was seen in the entrance to Langstone Harbour on Jan 12, 13 and 14
(and may well still be there - as probably are more than one in the mouth of
Chichester Harbour)
Great Crested Grebe: No reports from the Solent nor Rye Bay so far this week
but on Jan 14 there were at least 32 off Pagham Harbour and more than 144 off
Christchurch Harbour (there had been 157 in Southbourne Bay off Bournemouth
on Jan 10)
Red-necked Grebe: One was in Portland Harbour on Jan 13 and 14
Slavonian Grebe: 30+ on the sea off Pagham Harbour on Jan 10 beat the
count of 28 there on Dec 24 to be the maximum for this winter so far. On Jan 13
there was also a high count of 5 in Portland Harbour.
Black-necked Grebe: 20+ in Studland Bay on Jan 14 was also a notch up on
the 20 there on Jan 10
Fulmar: 20 flying east past Splash Point at Seaford on Jan 15 was the highest
count for the year so far
Balearic Shearwater: By Jan 16 one had flown as far east in the Channel as
Dungeness and another was off Portland that day
Cormorant: A raft of more than 400 on the sea off Pagham Harbour on Jan 10
was the highest count I have seen for British waters this winter, and on Jan 11 a
huge flock of more than 300 came flying from inland over the Worthing shore
before turning east (not sure if these were in addition to those off Pagham on the
previous day - maybe they flew inland to roost overnight?). On Jan 14 a flock of
296 were fishing together off Christchurch Harbour and on Jan 15 there were 220
fishing off Climping at the mouth of the R Arun. These counts are large enough
but in Holland there have been counts of 1455 on Jan 14 and 1593 on Oct 22.
First report of both Cormorants and Grey Herons on their nests came from
the Paxton Pits by the Bedfordshire Ouse river on Jan 15
Shag: 30 were fishing off Christchurch Harbour on Jan 16 (maybe birds coming
to nest on the Isle of Wight cliffs?)
Bittern: Between Jan 10 and 15 there have been reports from ten sites with 7
birds present at one site (Dungeness RSPB) on Jan 11 and 4 reported to be at
Titchfield Haven that day.
Night Heron: The long-staying bird was still in the Folkestone area on Jan 12

Great White Egret: No further sightings in the Chichester area (one was in the
Nutbourne Bay area on Jan 6) but the regular birds were seen at Blashford (on
Jan 14) and at the Lewes Brooks (on Jan 10)
Mute Swan: Signs of territorial activity show that it will not be long before some
pairs start nest building. At Langstone the resident pair (which had been fighting
off an intruder pair last week) were back on the Mill Pond on Jan 13, now
separated from their six cygnets which they had left behind on the sea. At
Emsworth the resident pair in the Slipper Mill/Peter Pond area were seen on Jan
12 driving of an intruder on their territory (though not fighting)
Bewick's Swan: Latest counts come from the Dungeness area (40 on Jan 11),
Burpham near Arundel (26 on Jan 12) and Ibsley near Ringwood (family of 3) on
Jan 13. On Jan 15 Derek Hale was at Slimbridge and found more than 100 there
Whooper Swan: The pair at Chichester do not seem to have been seen since
Jan 11 but on that day Derek Hale was at Welney in Norfolk where he saw more
than 200
Cackling Canada Goose: The half-size Canada was at Titchfield Haven on Jan
14
Pale-bellied Brent: One was at Farlington on Jan 11 and one at Titchfield on
Jan 14 - the flock in the Weymouth area numbered more than 35 on Jan 11
Red-breasted Goose: This was still at Lymington on Jan 10
Emperor Goose: The first mention of this species for the year comes from
Scotney Court (Rye Harbour) where two were seen on Jan 12 (escapes or feral
birds)
Pintail: Some 150 were in the Arun valley between Pulborough and Amberley on
Nov 17, 89 were at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 22, and 75 were at the
Blashford Lakes on Dec 14 but all three of these counts seem to have been of
birds passing through rather than winter resident flocks. Locally the large flock of
Pintail which has remained in Nutbourne Bay of Chichester Harbour in previous
winters has not yet settled down there but counts of 50 in Pagham Harbour on
Dec 24, then 30 (maybe 60) in Nutbourne Bay on Dec 31 and 54 in Nutbourne
Bay on Jan 13 may indicate they are now settling in.
Ring-necked Duck: The bird that was on Passfield Pond in East Hampshire
from Dec 10 to Jan 11 (with an excursion to Frithend Pond on Dec 30) has not
been seen since Jan 11, probably as a result of recent clearance of vegetation
around the Passfield Pond.
'Fudge Duck' (Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid): I had a clear view of this bird
at Budds Farm pools on Jan 16 (in particular noticing the triangular - not rounded
nor tufted - shape of its head) though it was the larger size, all dark colouring
contrasting with the white undertail area that first attracted my attention. This is
presumably the same bird which was first seen (at Farlington Marshes) on 23 Nov

1999 and which has returned to the area each winter since then with most
sightings being on the Budds pools - it is the same bird it will be ten years old
this summer.
Scaup: A young male has been in the Titchfield/Hillhead area from Jan 9 to 16
and the cold snap brought 8 to Rye Harbour and 4 to Poole Harbour (both on Jan
11). A different first winter male has been on Stoke Lake at Gosport, seen there
on Jan 10 and 15.
Eider: The flock off Titchfield Haven shot up to 66 on Jan 14 - previous counts
there since Jan 1 have not exceeded 4 birds - and also on Jan 14 the count at
one Dutch site was up to 144 birds.
King Eider: One was found in Rye Bay on Jan 11 by Cliff Dean and was seen
and photographed by several other birders that day though it was not seen there
again until Jan 17. This is a new species for the Sussex County List. Only one or
two are seen in Britain each year (just 115 records between 1958 and 2004), the
great majority being recorded in Scotland and the only south coast records prior
to this were of one in Kent in 1996 and one in Cornwall in 2001. This year one
was seen off County Sligo in Ireland on Jan 9 and last year one was off the north
coast of Devon on 24 Feb 2008.
Long-tailed Duck: One (possibly two) were on the sea off Pagham Harbour on
Jan 10, and on Jan 11 there was at least one in Rye Bay and two in Poole
Harbour. On Jan 15 one flew west past Climping at the mouth of the R Arun
Velvet Scoter: 12 in Rye Bay off Pett was the highest count of the winter so far
Goldeneye: 15 were in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Jan 11 and 6
were in the main pool of the Hayling Oysterbed on Jan 13
Smew: Another high count (presumably a result of the cold snap) was of 19 at
the RSPB Dungeness reserve on Jan 10
Ruddy Duck: A single female was on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 7 and 11
Marsh Harrier: One at Titchfield Haven on Jan 15 was the first reported there
this year (though there were two females in the Lymington area on both Jan 9
and 10)
Buzzard: Two pairs were displaying over the central Isle of Wight on Jan 17
Merlin: One reported perched on a fence post of the main marsh area at
Farlington Marshes on Jan 11
Peregrine: The 2007 Sussex Bird Report has an article by members of 'Sussex
Peregrine Study' - a group of raptor enthusiasts - describing how the male of a
pair of Peregrines breeding at a coastal site was found to be a far from
pure-bred Peregrine but contained the genes of Prairie Falcon and Gyr
Falcon as well as Peregrine. This information came to light when this male
was seen to have a closed ring of the type used on birds bred by falconers

(using artificial insemination and any adult parents that happen to be
available to the breeders) in order to supply the global demand for
hunting falcons without taking birds from the wild. When it became clear
that such a 'tribrid' bird was fathering young that would spread out and mate
with pure bred Peregrines in the county a decision was taken to capture this
rogue male and to destroy the eggs in his nest. In the event the female
was caught (and released) but the male evaded capture and was
eventually shot. I wonder what position the Pope (or the Archbishop of
Canterbury) would have taken on the ethical issues raised here - certainly the
thinking and action would seem to have won the approval of those Germans
under the leadership of Adolph H. who felt strongly about the need for pure
Aryan stock in the German population and the consequent need to eliminate
impurities but in this case there are the more complex issues relating to the
breeding techniques used by the falconers, and the motivation of those who
demand a supply of falcons from them. See the entry for Great Bustard below
for another view of the ethics of humans trying to manage the fate of bird
populations (and another slant on the breeding of birds of prey for 'sport').
Great Bustard: In Sep 2008 another 19 young birds were brought from Russia
and released on Salisbury Plain where it is hoped that a breeding population will
eventually become established (the first arrived in 2005 but none of the birds
there are yet old enough to breed). As in previous winters some of the birds have
flown away from Salisbury Plain though most of them have returned there next
spring and this winter one female was seen in Dorset on Dec 29 and 30 and is
now being seen at Harbridge close to the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood.
One view of this project to establish a population of Bustards in Britain
comes from Lee Evans, who wrote the following in a message to Hoslist this
week ...
"I am not sure if this is an officially sanctioned project or not but I personally am
appalled by it and the quicker it runs out of steam the better. It is an absolutely
pointless project and a very dangerous one. Firstly, there is no place in modern
agricultural Britain for a species like Great Bustard - let's face it, Turtle Dove,
Grey Partridge, Stone Curlew, Tree Sparrow, Skylark, Yellowhammer
and Spotted Flycatcher are barely surviving in it. Far more serious are a
number of other concerns I have.
"When Mr Waters first applied to the scientists of Russia for Great Bustard eggs, I
received a number of complaints from Russian ornithologists about the Project
(via a BirdsRussia website I am on). What he did in essence was reward Russian
peasant farmers (with a trivial amount of money in a British context but
substantial for Russia) to obtain the eggs for them. Now, these farmers did not
take just Great Bustard eggs, they ended up raiding nests of all species of
ground-nesting birds, including Demoiselle Cranes and the like, and when they
were told that these were not as ordered, they simply smashed them on the
ground in disgust. Now, I don't know how many Great Bustard nests were
raided for this ill-conceited project but I find it disgusting and abhorrent. Great

Bustard is a mega-rare bird and this population which once migrated to
Turkey in large numbers now occurs in perhaps ones and twos. It cannot afford
outsider meddling in this fashion.
"What could prove catastrophic is the next scenario. The Russian Great
Bustard population from which the Salisbury Plain birds have been
sourced is highly migratory, unlike the Iberian population which is relatively
sedentary. We already have proof that the Salisbury Plain birds are trying to
escape to the South (a whole host of David Waters wing-tagged birds colliding
with power lines in Northern France) and if he persists with this project,
eventually one will make it to the steppes of Central Spain. If a pair
hybridise, this could have very serious repercussions for the
endangered Spanish population, should the migratory genes of the British
bird attract or reorientate birds from this population.
"The Russian ornithologists were so incensed by this project that they produced
several articles which were published in the National media, both locally in Russia
and in Britain. Typically, though, as always, their concerns were totally ignored
(and over-ridden by greedy Russian scientists) and the operation still continues
today".
Lee then goes on to a related topic ... "The Saudi Arabian government got
involved with Bustard reintroduction and are currently breeding Houbara
Bustards in pens in the hope of releasing up to 6,000 birds in the deserts of
Merzouga and the Western Sahara in Morocco. A small number (150) have
already been released and what do you think happened. Within days, bedouins
were offering shooting and hunting trips in these areas, and many were killed.
Conversely, to feed this hunting habit, more and more Lanners, Sakers,
Barbary Falcons and Peregrines are taken from the wild to support the
hunting lobby, with all four species now under intense pressure. Even Northern
Bald Ibises are being shot in various countries in the Middle East, despite being
a 'sacred' bird."
Water Rail: The bird which John Gowen saw in the Lymbourne Stream near
Langstone on Jan 9 was probably still there this week and I went to look for it on
Jan 13 but could not see it - however, as I was about to give up the attempt, I
heard piglet like screams coming from an ivy covered small tree which had fallen
into the stream, providing dense cover for a bird as small as a Water Rail. I had
no doubt, as the calls were repeated from a spot less than 2 metres from my
feet, that there was a Water Rail present and I had no compunction in adding
the species to my year list (though, by doing this, I could not join the competition
between birders to see who has the highest year list). Every competition has to
have rules and I think the Hampshire Year Listing competion not only requires
you to see each species but also prevents you from counting birds which are not
on the official British list or subspecies or 'races' - thus you can count Brent
Goose but not Pale-bellied Brent or Brant.

Avocet: 28 were seen at Farlington on Jan 9 but only 15 were seen there on Jan
10 and there have been no reports since that date. Similarly the flock in
Nutbourne Bay was down to just 5 birds on Jan 13. This drop in the number of
local birds may reflect the impact of the cold weather which has driven them to
fly west in the hope of warmth.
Purple Sandpiper: A count of 15 at Newhaven Pier was the highest for this year
so far (Southsea has not had more than 9 reported and Portland has only had 10)
but last autumn Southsea had 20 or more on Dec 28 while over in Kent there was
a report of 47 seen together in Thanet on Dec 1
Ruff: One was seen in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on Jan 11 and
two were at Pulborough Brooks on Jan 17
Woodcock: Plenty of these are currently wintering in southern England and local
sigthings this week included three flushed in Pond Copse (behind the Brick-kiln
Pond at Stansted) on Jan 11 and one seen drinking from a puddle by the road
leading to Stansted House on Jan 12
Black-tailed Godwit: Although there were 84 at Bosham in Chichester Harbour
on Jan 17 (when around 120 were at Christchurch Harbour) the number going
inland seems to be increasing to judge by the following counts at Pulborough
Brooks - 20+ there on Jan 3, 30 on Jan 14, 62 on Jan 15 and 80 on Jan 16
Green Sandpiper: These are in short supply in Hampshire this winter - other
than one seen several times at the Blashford Lakes, and the two which I saw in
the Hermitage Stream here in Havant on Jan 7, the only other one to be reported
flew over Newlands Farm (south of Fareham) on Jan 11.
Common Sandpiper: One was seen by the River Arun south of Arundel on Jan
15, 3 were by the River Test at Redbridge at the head of Southampton Water on
Jan 17 and on that day a group of 6 were by the River Arun in the Beeding area
north of the Downs
Grey Phalarope: The only 2009 report I am aware of for this species is of a
single bird seen swimming on the sea 10 yards off Pagham Spit on Jan 14. Plenty
were still being reported in November but I am not aware of any on the south
coast since Nov 24.
Med Gull: The count in the Pagham area was up to an estimated 150 birds on
Jan 10 after 170+ had been seen at Weymouth on Jan 7 - it will not be long
before we start seeing flocks gathering around Langstone Harbour prior to the
breeding season - last year the first few were seen at the Oysterbeds on Feb 15
Iceland Gull: One flew by Portland on Jan 11 (other than one over the River
Hamble on Jan 1 this is the only other south coast report for the year so far).
Kittiwake: After 'many hundreds' were reported passing Portland on Jan 11 the
next day brought an exceptional report of more than 1000 off Dungeness ,
seemingly associated with a mass westward movement of Auks

Auk Species: On Jan 7 these were passing Portland at up to 300 a minute and
on Jan 9 15,000 were reported to have gone past Portland. On Jan 11 this had
increased to an estimated 20,000 passing Portland with similar exceptional counts
from other sites (e.g. more than 1000 past Worthing in 45 mins)
Puffin: Just one was seen among the auks passing Durlston on Jan 12
Kingfisher: In recent winters these have been fairly easy to see in the Havant
area at Langstone Pond and on the Langbrook, Brockhampton and Hermitage
streams but so far this year I have not come across one anywhere locally (though
there was a sighting near Budds Farm on Jan 1). This week there are reports of
two seen together at Peter Pond in Emsworth (after one was seen in the Dolphin
Lake area on Jan 8), and of at least four in the Fishbourne Channel near
Chichester (both sightings on Jan 11)
Waxwing: The flock of up to 34 birds was still in the Bursledon area of
Southampton up to Jan 15 but the number was down to 23 on Jan 16 and 17,
probably as a result of the activities of two ringers (not local people) trying to
catch the birds using both a pole which captured any bird that perched on it
(something I have not heard of before but which apparently caught two of the
birds) and mist nets. For an account of this read the entry for Jan 16 on the
'Three Amigos' blog at http://www.surfbirds.com/blog/amigo and then scroll
down to see the bigger flock photographed on the previous day.
Dunnock: The mild springlike weather on Jan 13 brought full song from half a
dozen different birds around the Havant area. They have continued to sing since
then.
Song Thrush: Also on Jan 13 the weather prompted two Song Thrushes into
full song at Emsworth. They were heard again there on Jan 15 and on Jan 16
full song was reported at Durlston
Redwing: So far this winter we have had plenty of Fieldfare in southern England
but few Redwing. This may have started to change this week with a report on
Jan 14 of 'hundreds' of Redwing, with 40 Blackbirds and 20 Mistle
Thrushes but no Fieldfares, in the area immediately south east of Horsham
containing the Sunoak Plantation and the Horsham Turf Fields and Rugby Club
grounds. On Jan 15 there were more than 40 at Pulborough Brooks and a flock of
around 150 in the Avon valley just south of Ringwood, with another flock
reported from the Lewes Brooks on Jan 16
Dartford Warbler: Hard weather can virtually wipe out Dartford Warbler
populations and Jan 14 brought a find of a dead body of a male Dartford
Warbler at Blackbushe near the A30 in north Hampshire. One body does not
make a disaster and the latest news has reports of live birds at two sites but it
also has figures for the number seen during the monthly Shrike surveys in the
New Forest and these show counts in November of 123 birds seen, then 99 in
December but only 37 in January (weekend of Jan 10/11).

Blackcap: The normal diet of this species is insects and soft fruit and while they
have been known to eat almost anything when hungry in cold weather (one was
eating chopped peanuts in Emsworth on Jan 3) Brian Fellows tells us that a male
and female feeding in his Emsworth garden this week showed a preference for
the exposed soft interior of apples against the alternative of left over mince pies.
Great Grey Shrike: Only two were found during the survey of the New Forest
on Jan 10 and 11 and David Taylor says that the one he saw in the Holmsley area
was 'singing' (what is described as Song 1 on the Birdguides CD)
Rook: A good number were back at their nests at Northney on Hayling Island on
Jan 13 - unlikely to be breeding for another month but they need to repair any
winter damage to their nests and to defend those nests against 'stick thieves'
looking for an easy source of material to repair their own nests.
Tree Sparrow: What are probably winter visitors from the continent still turn up
in small numbers in Kent and East Sussex plus a few in Dorset but very few in
Hampshire or West Sussex. Last October there was a report of three being seen
at Sandy Point on Hayling but subsequent remarks by Andy Johnson have made
me wonder if this report was erroneous (in a review of his birding year Andy
included an unexpalined remark which read "WORST MOMENT: the
`TreeSparrowgate' scandal of late Oct/early Nov)". Currently however there are a
couple of reports of up to 5 birds being seen in the Adur valley near the foot of
Beeding Hill (near Steyning and north of Shoreham)
Chaffinch: The first report of this species beginning to sing came from Battle
near Hastings on Jan 8 and one was heard in the New Forest on the next day but
I have not seen any local reports until Jan 17 when one was practising tentatively
in the 'Sling' area of Stansted Forest.
Greenfinch: This is normally one of the commonest birds at any time of year but
since the start of last autumn Greenfinch seem to have almost vanished from the
scene. Rather than finding large flocks on the shoreline almost anywhere there
were only two notable flocks reported - one of 220 birds at Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 6 with 112 still there on Oct 10, and the other of around 150 birds at
Shoreham Harbour on Nov 5 with 110 still there on Nov 15. This year the
shortage can be measured by the fact that I did not see one at all until Jan 6
(when I came on half a dozen on Thorney Island) but maybe there has been a
new influx as on Jan 9 there was a report from the Sussex Downs of a mixed
flock of Greenfinch and Chaffinch (some 100 birds in total) and on Jan 10
there was a report of a 'huge flock' of around 300 Greenfinch (with no other
species) coming to roost for the night at an industrial estate in Andover (possibly
birds from northern England rather than from the continent?)
Yellowhammer: These too have been in short supply this winter with no report
so far this year of a flock of more than 35+ so it was good to hear of at least a
dozen being seen with other finches on Portsdown on Jan 14

Corn Bunting: The biggest count this winter was of 170+ on River Ouse
floodplain south of Lewes on Jan 10 (with them were more than 100 Reed
Bunting, and also in that area on the same day there were some 200
Skylarks). On Jan 11 around 40 were seen on the Downs south of Amberley in
Sussex and 32 were at Sandwich Bay in Kent.
INSECTS
Red Admiral: Hampshire claims the first active butterfly of the year with one
seen flying in the Lyndhurst carpark on Jan 13 and this was followed on Jan 14
by one seen basking on a wall in Boscombe at Bournemouth (Dorset)
Winter Moth (1799 Operophtera brumata): The mild night of Jan 13
brought out many of these. 16 were on the kitchen window of the Portland
Observatory after the kitchen light has been accidentally left on overnight while in
the Newhaven area 79 (including three mating pairs where males had found the
flightless females) were detected during a walk on the downs
Early Moth (1960 Theria primaria): The first for the year was found in the
Newhaven area on Jan 13
Caterpillar: In Sam Bayley's garden at Horsham just one Large White
caterpillar was still alive on Jan 14
Yellow Dung Fly: One was seen on a frozen dog dropping in the Bournemouth
area on Jan 14 prompting the question as to how these insects survive the
winter. So far I have been unable to find a positive answer - the species is said to
be active all round the year. I suspect the reason why we do not normally see
them in the winter after October but suddenly find cowpats covered with fresh
specimens in the following May is that eggs laid by the females in the autumn
remain dormant until the temperature reaches the level needed for their
development when the eggs hatch and the larvae start to grow. The insect seen
in Bournemouth must have come from an egg that was in an artificially warmed
environment (not the frozen dog dropping!)
Buff-tailed Bumblebee: These were active in Bournemouth on Jan 14 - the
adult females presumably remain active right through the winter, escaping frost
in underground hideaways where they will later make their nests
PLANTS
The month (and year) list of flowering plants is now up to 64 (excluding
grasses) with 61 seen by myself.
This week's additions have been ..
Brackish Water Crowfoot: Buds seen in the Havant Homewell spring on Jan
13 were open later in the week (Jan 16)
Rape and Charlock: Both seen flowering in an arable field south of Daw Lane
on Hayling Island on Jan 13
Small Nettle: Flowering at the south end of Southmoor Lane on Jan 16 along
with Sun Spurge

Fool's Parsley: Flowering in Emsworth on Jan 13 and in Havant on Jan 16
Ivy-leaved Speedwell: First flowers seen at the foot of the Havant multi-storey
carpark on Jan 16
Snowdrop: First flowers seen by Brian Fellows in an Emsworth garden on Jan 14
Also seen this week, though not yet flowering, were the first leaves of
Marsh Marigold (Kingcup) plants on the Langstone South Moors and the first
signs of Giant Butterbur with four shoots just above ground by the Langbrook
stream, both found on Jan 16
OTHER WILDLIFE
Water Vole: These do hibernate and so have to come out to gather food
regularly during the winter but in the cold weather they prefer to take the food
back into their burrows and eat it there. Proof that the Emsworth population has
survived the cold spell comes from sightings in both the River Ems and in the
Lumley Stream plus Peter Pond since the thaw. While the frost was still in charge
over in East Kent several Water Voles were active in a stream at the Sandwich
Bay bird observatory where, on Jan 14, "a Water Pipit was furtively nipping
among the water voles on the North Stream"
Fungus: I have been surprised to find fozen chunks of Meadow Waxcaps on
my lawn in the past few days - it seems the fresh specimens have been pushing
up through the grass only to be pecked to pieces by hungry Wood Pigeons
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 12 - 18 (WEEK 2 OF 2009)
Sat 17 Jan
Chaffinch song at Stansted
Unanticipated spring sunshine this morning took me to the Stansted Sling area in
the hope of Chaffinch song in which I was not disappointed (though just one
bird tentatively practising - one had been heard doing this in the Battle area near
Hastings as early as Jan 8 but I have heard no other reports so far). Other
songsters in the woodland were Great, Blue and Coal Tit plus Stock Dove and
I had a Buzzard low overhead but failed to add the hoped for Tree Creeper or
Marsh Tit to my list.
Fri 16 Jan
Ivy-leaved Speedwell and the Fudge Duck
A walk down the Langbrook stream to Budds Farm and back along the shore
started well with a new flowering plant for the year list - the inconspicuous Ivyleaved Speedwell on stony soil at the foot of the Havant multi-storey carpark,
found by chance just after I had confirmed that the white spots seen a few days
ago in poor light at the Homewell spring pool were indeed flower buds of
Brackish Water-Crowfoot.

Across the main road near the Tesco store one plant of Fool's Parsley was in
flower, and near the South Moors the first signs of Giant Butterbur were
found - just four buds had pushed up through the soil. On the South Moors
'orchid field' I put up two Snipe and found the first small leaves of Marsh
Marigold before seeing two Goat Willow catkins in full flower as I left the
nature reserve and walked up Southmoor Lane to take a look at the 'wildflower
seed' plants alongside the new carpark - only one plant of Corn Marigold had
viable flowers and fresh buds but both Autumn Daisy and Corn Cockle had the
weather beaten remains of flowers - both Sun Spurge and Small Nettle were
looking as if they had not even noticed the frost!
From Budds Mound the first thing that caught my eye on the pools was the
Fudge Duck (Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid) - its larger size and overall dark
colour contrasting with the bright white undertail area were distinctive and this
view gave me a sideways view of the erect head which showed the more
triangular 'peaked' shape of a Pochard rather than the rounded (and tufted)
head of a Tufted Duck. It was among at least 32 Pochard with less than a
dozen Tufties and both were outnumbered by at least 36 Gadwall with around
20 Shoveler with relatively few Mallard and Teal. Single Heron and
Cormorant were resting side by side on a hummock of earth while the Swan
pair with their two cygnets were on the water.
Looking out over the harbour at high tide I could see many Wigeon and a few
Merganser - there may have been half a dozen Black-necked Grebe in one
cluster but the distance, poor light and choppy water made it impossible for me
to be sure.
At the mouth of the Langbrook a small wader roost of Lapwing and Turnstone
was on the shingle spit - among them a lone male Merganser (possibly sick?)
and a few Dunlin. Active at the water's edge were not one but two
Greenshank and away from the water I again put up four Skylarks from the
weedy shingle.
On my way home up the Billy Trail I failed to see the Water Rail but did hear a
Dunnock in full song at dusk.
Tue 13 Jan
Havant and North Hayling
The weather was springlike this morning and as I walked down the Billy Trail on a
very indirect route to the local shops I must have heard half a dozen different
Dunnocks in full song. By the Lymbourne stream south of the A27 the
Celandines were all starting to flower and in the trees above the stream a
Coal Tit was singing its heart out. Tracking this bird down to be sure it was a
Coal Tit it led me across the track to the gardens of the Langstone houses in the
trees of which I found myself looking at a male Blackcap, adding one to my
year list.
Further down the track I searched for the Water Rail in vain and had just
decided not to waste any more time when I heard what sounded like a piglet

squealing almost under my feet where an Ivy covered small tree had
fallen into the stream. These squeals continued intermittently for five minutes
or so as I tried from every angle to see the bird that was making them. In the
end I had to give up but I had no compunction about adding this bird also to my
list.
After lunch I cycled via Wade Court to the Hayling Oysterbeds, then via Daw
Lane to Northney and North Common. Despite a light shower of rain as I crossed
the bridge to Hayling (followed by a rainbow as the sun came out again) the
feeling of spring continued to be felt, especially at the Northney Rookery
where many of the birds were back at their nests, repairing them and
defending them against 'stick thieves' (though unlikely to settle down to nesting
for a month or more).
Going back to the start of the outing I found 75 Teal in the flooded field north of
Langstone Pond, at the back of which the Alders and Willows lining the stream
were glowing with spring colour (purple Alders and bright orange-yellow
Willows). On the pond the resident pair of adults were present and in
control, separated from their six cygnets by the sea wall (the young
symbolically now excluded from the pond and from their parents attention). What
I assume were last week's the intruder pair of adult Swans were on the sea
at the end of the High Street.
The massive wader roost was still present on the outer bund wall of the
Oysterbeds when I got there and, in addition to the expected birds, a group of
six Goldeneye (two of them adult males) were on the water of the main
pool. In Stoke Bay south of the pools there was another surprise in the form of
three female Shoveler on the sea water but I could not spot the Blacknecked Grebe out in the Langstone Channel.
Sweet Violets were flowering at the gate of the rough field north of the lagoon
but there was no sign of Blackthorn blossom on the odd tree a little further
south which has flowered in December and January of several recent years (there
were a few Goat Willow pussy paw catkins out on the willow at the extreme
south west corner of the rough field close to the pools). Further south, in the oak
wood just before reaching the open West Lane fields, there was a mass of fresh
Primrose leaves but as yet no flower buds.
Daw Lane had no spring flowers in its ditches but the field south of it had both
Charlock and Rape in flower, new to my year list, and hurrying home up the
Billy Trail I added another bird with Grey Wagtail in the Lymbourne stream.
SUMMARY FOR JAN 5 - 11 (WEEK 1 OF 2009)
Highlights:
Among the birds driven into our area by the cold weather were two Green
Sandpiper which have appeared on the Hermitage Stream in Leigh Park at
Havant, and birds driven into gardens in search of food include both Blackcaps
and Siskin.

The freezing of fresh water ponds has forced many wildfowl onto the sea and
made me wonder about why Shoveler seem to differ from other duck in this
respect.
So far the only bird corpses reported have been of one Swan (that may have
died of other causes than cold), a Tawny Owl (hit by a train) and a Woodcock.
Best sighting this week was of a Great White Egret at Nutbourne and another
good local sighting was of a Water Rail in the Lymbourne stream.
Over in Kent the first Richard's Pipit of the year is claimed and in Hampshire a
now very rare Willow Tit has been heard.
Both Cormorant and Black-headed Gull are now acquiring breeding
plumage, Shag are making the honking sounds they only make when
breeding, a Chaffinch has started practicing its song and a pair of
Collared Doves are already nesting while Swans at Langstone are battling
over the right to nest there.
A few Bullfinches have learnt to come to hanging bird feeders. Oddities include
a report of Serins in Dorset and of a pair of Egyptian Geese hatching 11
goslings on Jan 4 (down to just three next day). Last week's news of a
Hampshire birder achieving a New Year's Day list of 120 species has been
eclipsed by a Kent birder with 137 species.
Insect news includes a strange emergence of midges as well as the first
new moth of the year and four caterpillars still surviving the cold spell.
Buff-tailed Bumblebees are still active when the sun shines.
Plant news has the first Goat Willow 'pussy paw' catkins seen in Havant
and a find of Thrift in the Bishop's garden at Chichester cathedral while Other
Wildlife has a Stoat 'dancing on ice' and a Grey Squirrel gathering leaves
to keep it warm in its winter nest (or 'drey')
Late News
The following items only seen by me on Sunday evening after completing the
Summary below.
Drake King Eider (new for Sussex) in Rye Bay on Jan 11
Iceland Gull at Portland on Jan 11
Scaup off Titchfield on Jan 11 is different to younger bird at Gosport on Jan 10
Up to 4 Bittern at Titchfield Haven on Jan 11
Great Grey Shrike at Holmsley in New Forest was singing on Jan 11
1000 plus Auks past Worthing in 45 minutes on Jan 11

Whooper Swans again on Runcton Pit at Chichester on Jan 11 with 3 Bean
Geese back on Ivy Lake on Jan 10 and 11
Great White Egret at Lewes Brooks on Jan 10
300 Greenfinch to roost at Andover on Jan 10 - the only report of any
significant number I have seen this winter was a flock of up to 150 at Shoreham
in November, next highest was of 50 at Horsham also in November and then 42
at Barton on Sea in the same month. In most places the species has been absent
this winter.
Black Point (Hayling) wader roost on Jan 10 had 8 Sanderling (needed for my
year list!)
Scaup (adult drake) on Jan 10 at Lymington
Dorset Bird Race winning score of 127 on Jan 10 (highest in Hampshire has
been 120 and 137 in Kent)
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: Lots of cold weather movement brought well over 1000
past Dungeness on Jan 6 though strangely it seems they were heading east
Black-throated Diver: Two were on the sea off Pagham Harbour on Jan 4 with
singles seen at Portland and Christchurch Harbour on the same day. Another
single was off Pagham on Jan 7.
Great Northern Diver: On Jan 4 at least ten were seen at five Dorset sites and
two were off Selsey. One was still to be seen in Southampton Water on Jan 9 and
10
Unidentified Divers: 217 'diver species' flew south past the North Foreland in
Kent on Jan 3
Great Crested Grebe: On Jan 6 a site in Holland reported 1050 of these,
making me wonder if the birds from Rye Bay had moved there but on Jan 7 there
were still at least 400 off Pett Level (an estimated 700 were there on Jan 4). The
local flock off the Titchfield/Warsash shore was up to 202 on Jan 3, seen by Mark
Rolfe who commented that Melvyn Brickwood had seen 277 there on 23 Dec
2008 (though this count never appeared on Hoslist nor on the HOS website).
Another report of this Tichfield area flock on Jan 8 was of 198 birds but some
may have moved up Southampton Water where more than 35 were seen on Jan
10
Red-necked Grebe: Two seen in Pagham Harbour on Jan 7 were the first seen
away from Dorset this year
Slavonian Grebe: More than 15 were off Pagham Harbour on Jan 4 and 8 were
still there (with another 7 seen on Jan 6 off Selsey Bill) on Jan 7 when two were
seen on the Lymington shore

Black-necked Grebe: 13 were in Studland Bay on Jan 8 (against 15 there on
Jan 4) but I have seen no reports from Langstone Harbour since 18 were counted
on Jan 1
Balearic Shearwater: The first (and so far only) report for 2009 is of one off
Portland on Jan 7 (in 2008 there were at least five reports of singles (including
one off Selsey on Jan 5) prior to Jan 13 when an estimated 50 were off Portland
followed by almost daily sightings, though all seen from Dorset.
Cormorant: One of four roosting in Ivy Lake, Chichester, trees at dusk on Jan 9
had the white 'thigh roundel' of breeding plumage though no 'judge's wig' was
seen in its nape. Also on Jan 9 a shoal of fish seemed to have brought around
100 Cormorant to fish frantically off Christchurch Harbour.
Shag: These are normally silent but on Jan 8 four birds at Durlston were making
the 'honking' noises they make when breeding
Bittern: One at Titchfield Haven on Jan 3 was said to be the first there since 29
Nov 2008. Cold weather brought one to Farlington Marshes on Jan 6 (a photo of
it taken by Jason Crook appeared in the Portsmouth NEWS) and the Titchfield
bird was seen again on Jan 7 and Jan 9 (when Trevor Carpenterwas lucky
enough to get super photos of it in flight seen from the road outside the reserve)
. Reports of Bitterns in this week's news come from 12 sites including
Christchurch Harbour where one on Jan 6 was their first of the winter, and the
Lower Test reserve near Southampton where one turned up on Jan 9. Jan 9 also
brought an interesting photo of one roosting 10 metres up a Birch Tree at Rye
Harbour (two had been seen in sunlit trees at 10.30 am on Jan 6 at nearby
Northpoint gravel pit, and the Farlington bird was also seen at times 'sunbathing'
outside the reedbed, but on the ground).
Night Heron: The Folkestone bird was still present on Jan 9
Great White Egret: On Jan 6 one was seen in the marshy field where the Ham
Brook flows into Nutbourne Bay (east of Emsworth) - the observer was struck by
the large size (similar to a Grey Heron), the long neck (curved, not straight), and
an all yellow bill, the latter definitely distinguishing it from Little Egret. I have not
seen a report of the Blashford bird since Jan 4, nor have I seen any other
sightings anywhere in West Sussex.
Cattle Egret: One was still being seen in the Bergerie Farm area between
Lymington and the Beaulieu River on Jan 7 and there are probably still two in
that area (both were seen on Jan 1)
Spoonbill: Although four were seen at Lodmoor (Weymouth) on Jan 6 the main
flock seems to have remained in Poole Harbour with 13 there on Jan 7 (though
one was at Radipole on Jan 9)
Mute Swan: In previous hard winters we have heard of many dead birds being
found, particularly on the shores, but so far this current spell has only brought
news of one such corpse - a Mute Swan whose body was being eaten by Crows in

the Lymington Marshes on Jan 6 (the cause of death was not proven to be
starvation - it could well have been killed by a fox or dogs or even shot
accidentally). Here in Havant I hear that there have been battles for breeding
territory at Langstone Mill Pond between the pair which bred there last year (and
still had six cygnets with them on Dec 29) and interlopers. (PS - since writing this
in mid-week I have heard of one more corpse, a Woodcock, being found at
Portland on Jan 8, and another corpse of a Tawny Owl lying between the rail
tracks at Three Bridges rail station in Sussex on Jan 9 - probably weakened by
hunger and unable to avoid being hit by a train).
Bewick's Swan: In December the highest count I saw was of 52 at Slimbridge
on Dec 18 followed by 26 at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Dec 30. On Jan 4
the Dungeness flock was up to 61 birds (plus one Whooper) and on Jan 6 the
family of three Bewick's at Ibsley Water at Ringwood increased to five with the
arrival of an additional pair. Jan 9 brought a count of 58 from Dungeness RSPB
Whooper Swan: The Ivy Lake pair at Chichester were on Ivy Lake on Jan 6 (at
dawn) and Jan 7 but on Jan 9 they seemed to be settled on Runcton Lake as
dusk approached and on Jan 8 one or more were over Pagham Harbour after
dark, identified by calls. A group of 4 that have been in The Fleet north of
Weymouth since the end of December were still there on Jan 9
Bean Goose: The single bird in the Avon Valley was still in the Moortown area of
Ringwood on Jan 9 and a group of four were at the Pagham Harbour north walls
on Jan 8, then at Ivy Lake, Chichester, on Jan 9. In Kent a flock of 18 were at
Sandwich Bay on Jan 4 and two were on the north Kent coast at Reculver on Jan
7
Whitefront Goose: The highest count in southern England so far this winter
had been 67 in North West Kent on Nov 9 until Jan 4 when 100+ were reported
at Dungeness RSPB. Other recent sightings have included 20 at Pett Level on Jan
4 (when one was at Lymington), 8 at Longham Lakes in Dorset on Jan 5, 11 in
the Stour Valley near Canterbury on Jan 7, 5 on Arlington Reservoir (near Beachy
Head) on Jan 8, 21 over the north Kent coast on Jan 9 and 2 flying east over the
Adur valley that day.
Greylag: The Avon valley flock near Ringwood numbered around 180 on Jan 7
(when others could be seen at Titchfield Haven) and on Jan 9 there were around
a dozen at Chichester,
Cackling Canada Geese: One seen at Titchfield Haven on Jan 4 was said to
have been there for some time (and it was still there on Jan 7). In most recent
years there have been reports of these 'half-size' Canadas moving around with
flocks of Canada Geese but their origin was not clear - now Ian Watts tells us
that a small flock of them can normally be seen with other 'plastic wildfowl' on a
lake at the Royal Victoria Country Park just south of Southampton, but that they
are not there at present. Maybe, like their big cousins, they suffer from an
instinct to migrate in the autumn but do not know where to go - this insinct
probably prompts them to go 'fly about', they then see a flock of Canadas and

think they know where to go and so join them for a few months until the spring
time urge to return to their breeding sites takes them back to square one. Latest
news is of one in the MoD Defence muntions area (north west shore of
Portsmouth Harbour) on Jan 10
Barnacle Goose: The appearance of a flock of more than 60 in the Rye Harbour
area on Jan 4 suggests that some of the large feral breeding population in the
Netherlands has been driven across the Channel by cold weather.
Egyptian Goose: A pair at Hartley Witney (north west of Fleet) had 11 newly
hatched goslings with them on Jan 4 (but only three had survived to the next
day)
Mandarin: John Clark counted 75 at Headley Mill Pond in east Hants on Jan 5 - I
have heard of similar numbers there in the past but not in the last few years.
Shoveler: With the freezing of inland waters many wildfowl that would normally
only be seen on fresh water can be found on the sea but maybe Shoveler have
to resort to the seaside even when other wildfowl manage to survive on a pond
which has been partially kept open. My personal theory is based on the presence
of Shoveler on the north shore of Langstone Harbour since Jan 1 although the
other duck species that they would normally be seen with remain on Budds Farm
Pools (where a fairly large area is kept ice free partly by the inflow of above
freezing clean water coming out of the sewage treatment plant and partly by the
presence of numerous wildfowl). My theory is that the diving ducks can still get
food by diving (perhaps going some way under the ice) while Mallard, Gadwall
and Teal are all able to forage on land. Shoveler are restricted in their feeding
habits by their design as filterers of invertebrates from surface water and this
source of food will soon run out in a limited surface area packed with other
wildfowl, driving the Shoveler to feed in the tideline of the sea.
Red-crested Pochard: A pair seen at Titchfield Haven on Jan 7 are presumably
'plastic' and have maybe come from the lake at the Royal Victoria Country Park at
Southampton where a male was seen on Jan 1
Ring-necked Duck: The bird on Passfield Pond in east Hants was still there on
Jan 5
Scaup: On Jan 4 the number in Dorset had increased with 13 at Abbotsbury and
6 in Poole Harbour near Arne. On Jan 5 one appeared at Weir Wood reservoir in
north Sussex and on Jan 7 a pair were seen on Ivy Lake at Chichester (not
reported since then)
Velvet Scoter: The Titchifield/Wasash shore bird has not been reported since
Jan 3 but on Jan 4 Durlston saw 8 fly past and on Jan 7 the sea off Pagham
Harbour had 7.
Goldeneye: 20 (including 4 males) were in the Fishbourne Channel near
Chichester on Jan 7

Hooded Merganser: The bird which has been in the Weymouth area since last
June was still at Radipole on Jan 7
Goosander: The number at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood had increased
from the 85 seen on Dec 23 to 92 on Jan 4. On the Hants/Berks border there
were 57 at Moor Green on Jan 8
Ruddy Duck: One was seen on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 7 when there
were 2 on the sea at Lymington. On Jan 4 there were 5 at Ibsley Water
(Ringwood) and 6 at Dungeness RSPB
Marsh Harrier: Two females have been regularly seen hunting the Keyhaven
area near Lymington for some time - last sighting on Jan 9. Over in Kent 22 were
roosting in the Stour valley east of Canterbury on Jan 3
Sparrowhawk: I have still to get this species on my year list and have seen
relatively few reports of them this year so I was interested to hear of one hunting
at Hoe Cross near Hambledon on Jan 6, the more so as it was chasing an
escaped Parakeet (thought to be Alexandrine). Strangely the Sparrowhawk
gave up the chase and the Parakeet was last seen being harassed by Crows.
Buzzard: These probably owe their success in expanding their numbers and
range at least in part to an ability to adapt to new situations and an example of
this comes in a second hand report from a landowner in the New Milton/Hordle
area who claims that three Buzzards have been coming regularly at dusk to
'dive bomb' a large Starling roost on his land - there is no confirmation yet
that the birds are Buzzards or of their success in catching Starlings.
Merlin: Reports of these hunting in Pagham Harbour on Jan 4 and 7 and of one
hunting over North Binness Island (seen from Farlington Marshes) on Jan 6
Water Rail: There are plenty these around in marshy areas but an interesting
local sighting was made by John Gowen in mid-afternoon on Jan 9 when he was
walking up the Hayling Billy trail past Wade Court. The bird was in the
Lymbourne stream some ten yards north of where it turns south away from the
Billy Trail to head for Langstone Mill. This may be the same bird that was seen
further up stream (just south of the footbridge) on Dec 5 and 8.
Avocet: The number at Farlington Marshes was back to 25 on Jan 6 (after
peaking at 32 on Jan 1)
Golden Plover: The number in Hampshire seems to have increased in the past
week and reports have included 60+ in field south of Cemetery Lane at
Westbourne (north of Emsworth), 173 in the Hook/Warsash area and several
sightings west of Basingstoke. A few were seen in the Langstone village area on
both Jan 5 and 6.
Knot: A report of 900 in Pagham Harbour on Jan 8 was the highest so far this
winter at that site - almost double the previous high counts which have been
around 400.

Little Stint: None have been reported in the West Wittering/East Head area of
Chichester Harbour this winter but one was seen on Dec 9 where the River
Lavant meets the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester and what may be the
same bird was seen in that area on Jan 6. Christchurch Harbour had its first of
the winter there on Jan 5
Woodcock: There seem to be more than usual of these wintering along the
south coast and the latest news has nineteen reports including one of 6 birds
flushed in Firestone Copse on the Isle of Wight on Jan 1, three on the beach at
Hastings on Jan 6 when singles were seen at Titchfield Haven, at Farlington
Marshes, Burton Mill Pond near Pulborough, Dungeness and in the New Forest. In
north Kent 5 were seen at Reculver (near Whitstable) on Jan 6 and 4+ were
there on Jan 8. A dead bird was found at Portland on Jan 8
Spotted Redshank: The 'tame' bird at Nore Barn (west of Emsworth) was still
there on Jan 9, while on Jan 6 four were seen in the Fishbourne Channel near
Chichester and five were at Holes Bay in Poole Harbour, and on Jan 7 two were
on the Lymington shore
Green Sandpiper: Seen at six sites this week including the welcome return of
two birds to the Hermitage stream running through Leigh Park at Havant on Jan
7 (seen downstream from the first footbridge upstream of Barncroft Way)
Mediterranean Gull: A count of 170+ at Littlesea (Weymouth) on Jan 7 was
the highest anywhere this winter other than the one off report of a flock of 270 in
the Thanet area on Oct 17
Black-headed Gull: One was seen at Goring (Worthing) as early as Dec 29 with
the black head of breeding plumage and on Jan 9 I saw a similar bird at the
Chichester Lakes (another with it was well on the way to breeding plumage)
Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird has not been reported since Jan 7 and on
Jan 9 one was seen briefly at Holes Bay in Poole Harbour
Auk species: A lot moving through the English channel this week with estimates
of as many as 300 a minute passing Portland at times during the morning of Jan
7 with another estimate of around 15,000 birds passing Portland on Jan 9
Guillemot: Some 200 birds back near the breeding ledges at Durlston on Jan 8
were all in spring plumage
Razorbill: More than 200 flew past Durlston on Jan 5 but on Jan 8 only 2
Razorbill could be seen there among the crowd of Guillemots.
Stock Dove: In recent winters large flocks of Stock Doves have been reported
in various places but this winter a flock of 200 in the Lydd area near Dungeness
in Kent seems to be only the second such report after one of 160 birds near
Folkestone on Nov 12
Collared Dove: These have been singing and displaying for some time and on
Jan 8 a nest was found in the Burgess Hill area near Haywards Heath.

Barn Owl: At dawn on Jan 4 three different birds were hunting the Thornham
Marshes at the east end of the Thorney Great Deeps (and one was seen at
Titchfield Haven on Jan 3)
Short-eared Owl: On Jan 4 one seems to have decided not to stay in England
and was seen heading south from Portland Bill. In Langstone Harbour two had
been seen over the RSPB islands on Jan 1 and they were still there on Jan 8
Kingfisher: These do not seem to be as numerous in the Havant area as they
were last winter and I still do not have one on my year list. These that I have
heard of were one at Budds Farm on Jan 1, and one at Dolphin Lake (the channel
through which the Ems flows into the sea at Emsworth) on Jan 8 when another
was seen at the Torpedo Lake on Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour.
Great Spotted Woodpecker: One was drumming persistently in the
Haywards Heath area on Jan 6 (this is the seventh report of drumming this
winter since the first was heard on Nov 19 in Southampton).
Skylark: A flock of over 100 was on the Lewes Brooks on Jan 7
Richard's Pipit: A birder who is very familiar with the species reports seeing
one in the Thanet area of Kent on Jan 7, identifying it by 'its powerful bounding
flight and long tail'.
Waxwing: In the past few days there have been at least 30 in Kent (23 at
Folkestone and 7 at Boughton Park south of Maidstone), 9 in Sussex, and 44 in
Hampshire (14 at Bordon in east Hants and 30 over Gosport) though numbers at
each site vary from day to day. A flock of up to 30 birds turned up in the
Burseldon area of Southampton on Jan 7 and was still there on Jan 10. On
Hayling Island a group of six birds were seen very briefly on Jan 8 before flying
on north
Dunnock: Jan 8 brought reports of song from two sites near Hastings and also
from Durlston
Blackbird: A photo of an oddly plumaged leucistic bird taken on the north Kent
coast can be seen at http://www.kentos.org.uk/Seasalter/Jan.09.htm
Song Thrush: Flocks of around 20 birds were seen at Portland and on the north
Kent coast in the past few days (two of the latter were feeding in saltmarsh
gullies) and on Jan 11 three birds were in my Havant garden desperately seeking
food - a suggestion for gardeners on the Rye Bay website is that unwanted snails
can easily be found in a dormant state under stones and they could be removed
from their hibernation sites and left out in the open for Thrushes to find and then
give then a more permanent rest.
Redwing: Still very few of these anywhere in comparison to the numbers of
Fieldfare - I have seen no report of more than 10 Redwing so far this year
whereas three reports of Fieldfare have given numbers from 100+ to 250+

Mistle Thrush: These are very scarce nowadays so I was pleased to get the
species on my yearlist with one at the Havant Eastern Road cemetery on Jan 5
Cetti's Warbler: These are mostly silent at this time of year but one at the
north Kent Oare Marshes sang twice on Jan 1 - although they sing sporadically in
the winter they will hopefully become more audible in mid April (they do
sometimes reveal their presence by a harsh ticking note slightly like a Blackcap)
Blackcap: The cold weather has brought them into gardens in search of food Brian Fellows saw a male in his Emsworth garden for the first time on Jan 1 and
now has a pair visiting regularly and eating chopped peanuts (their normal food is
insects, fruit and berries but in the winter they will eat many things - one
Portsmouth garden which regularly hosts several of these birds each winter
attracts them with a 'special recipe' home made sponge cake). On Jan 4 a female
was seen in the hedge of Russell's Field between the Royal Oak at Langstone and
the Billy Trail. Also this week I have been sent a stunning picture of a male
Blackcap dramatically driving off a Blue Tit from a nut feeder which the
Blackcap regarded as its private food store (taken recently at Wade Court in
Langstone)
Firecrest: Among eleven recent sightings one is reported to have been in the
west hedge of Warblington cemetery on Jan 8, seen where the kissing gate leads
you onto the field path to the seawall.
Bearded Tit: Both Thorney Little Deeps and Farlington Marshes still had these
on view this week with four seen at each site. At Christchurch Harbour a pair
were seen 'cuddling up to each other to keep warm'.
Willow Tit: These are virtually extinct in Hampshire as a breeding species but on
Jan 7 one was definitely identified by call at Shatterford in the New Forest
Tree Creeper: One was an unexpected visitor to a bird table near Crowborough
in Sussex on Jan 4
Jay: On Jan 1 'very many' were present at the North Foreland in Kent, almost
certainly a new wave arriving from the continent
Raven: 28 were seen together at Tarrant Rushton airfield in Dorset on Jan 3
reminding me that John Clark told us last year that Hampshire had a winter roost
of 25 birds last winter. Also of local interest I have just received a photograph of
three nearly fledged young Ravens at a nest in the Ems valley at a site where I
had suspected they were nesting - the photo was taken in 2007 and I am told the
site was not used in 2008
Chaffinch: First report of very tentative song comes from the Hastings area
on Jan 8
Serin: Two seen at Langton Herring (by The Fleet north of Weymouth) on Jan 5
was an unusual winter record

Greenfinch: An indication of their current scarcity is that I had to wait until Jan
6 to get the species on my yearlist (which had some 80 species on it before these
few Greenfinch were found on Thorney Island)
Siskin: Most people do not expect to see this species in their gardens until
February but more than one birder has reported them in their gardens this week.
Bullfinch: These seem to be more numerous than usual this winter and seven
reports have been made this week including another lovely male seen by myself
near Marina Farm on Thorney Island on Jan 6 (I also had two separate birds on
Jan 1) and a group of 5 were seen close to Fort Widley on Portsdown on Jan 7.
In west Kent a birder called Andrew Lawson achieved the highest New Year
day total that I have come across so far (137 species) and had Bullfinch
as his first finch of the day (and Greenfinch as the last!) when at the Bedgebury
Pinetum (a one time hotspot for Hawfinches). Bullfinch have also been in the
news this week as a result of seeing them on a few bird tables - they are said to
be slow to move in on this food source, first picking up food on the ground and
then moving to bird tables before acquiring the skill of going to hanging feeders
but when they do they are said to become aggressive to other users of the
feeders.
Hawfinch: Here in Hampshire 25 Hawfinch left the Rhinefield arboretum roost
at dawn on Jan 4 when at least 7 were seen in the Chichester West Dean Woods.
One was also seen on Jan 5 in trees close to Stansted House.
Snow Bunting: A count of 30 at Sandwich Bay on Jan 1 was a good start to the
year but I see there were 40 of them there on Dec 9
Yellowhammer: A few more of these are being reported though they are still
scarce. Best count was of 30+ on the Downs above the River Arun near Amberley
on Jan 9
Reed Bunting: A flock of more than 50 were at the Lewes Brooks site on Jan 3
Corn Bunting: More than 60 at Lewes Brooks on Jan 3 (with an estimated 70
there on Jan 7) and 20+ were at Cheesefoot Head near Winchester on Jan 5
Escapees: In addition to the probable Alexandrine Parakeet at Hoe Cross
(Hambledon) on Jan 6 there was a Cape Shelduck (Tadorna cana) at
Petworth Park lake on the same day
INSECTS
Caterpillars: On Jan 7 at a site in the Newhaven area two Large White
caterpillars had recently pupated and two Red Admiral caterpillars were still
alive but had tightly rolled themselves up in nettle leaves (presumably emerging
at night to continue feeding)
Case-bearing Clothes Moth (0240 Tinea pellionella): A not very exciting
first for the year on Jan 1 at Sandwich Bay in Kent

Unidentified midges: A few days ago, when dislodging blocks of ice from the
bird water containers in my garden, I found a single tiny midge hovering over the
ice and on Jan 8, in the first warm sunshine for days, a crowd of around 30 such
midges were dancing in the air over my garden lawn (six of them were much
larger than the others and may have been a different species - though maybe
just a different sex?) These insects could only be seen by me when backlit by the
sun - when I went round to the sun side of them to get a closer look I could not
spot them!
Bumble Bees: Buff-tailed Bumblebees were seen taking nectar from Ivy and
Heather plants at Stanley Park in Gosport on Jan 6
PLANTS
My January flowering plant list is now up to 53 species. New additions
since Jan 4 have been ...
Common Ramping Fumitory: At the New Lane allotments site in Havant on
Jan 5
Tamarisk: A few flowers left on otherwise frosted trees along the Warblington
shore on Jan 5
Goat Willow: A very unexpected find of several golden 'pussy paws' showing
their anthers on catkins of a tree beside the Hayling Billy trail where it passes the
Lymbourne Road wildflower meadow, seen on Jan 5 (the tree at the kissing gate
entrance to the South Moors reserve from Southmoor Lane, which was very
nearly cut down last year, has put out new branches from the stump that was left
and still intends to flower this month - all the catkins are now clad in silver hairs
but none are yet flowering)
Dog's Mercury: Not a new addition to the list but the first to be seen in Pook
Lane at Warblington were found there on Jan 5
Cow Parsley: The plant which I had found flowering beside Church Lane at
Warblington (on the west side of the 'black barn') on Dec 29 was still flowering
unharmed by frost on Jan 5
Thrift (or Sea Pink): On Jan 6 Brian Fellows found this flowering in the Bishop's
Garden at Chichester and I have not included it in the total as it would seem to
have been deliberately planted and tended there as a 'garden plant' but I was
intrigued by the find as I had previously thought of this plant as being only found
close to the sea. Looking in the Hants Flora I see that the wild 'seaside plant' can
be found in north Hampshire (in the central reservation of the A325 dual
carriageway road at Aldershot, beside a road at Chawton, and most strangely on
chalk turf at the Micheldever Spoil Heaps). I also see that there is a larger
flowered garden plant called Estoril Thrift (grows wild in Portugal) which is
distinguished by the flowerheads being more than 3 cm wide and having calyx
teeth with terminal points more than 1 mm long - this species was growing 'wild'
on the shore at Lee on Solent until it was destroyed by the construction of the
wide Hovercraft slipway, making it extinct in the county.

Intermediate Periwinkle: Despite the frost there were two flowers on the
many plants growing wild in the hedge around the Havant Health Centre, seen on
Jan 6
Lungwort species: The first flowers were seen on Jan 5 on garden escape
plants growing by the path between the Billy Trail and the southern end of
Lymbourne Road in Havant
Hedge Bedstraw: A few flowers still left in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery
on Jan 5
Butcher's Broom: On Jan 5 I had my first 2009 record of this when I found it
flowering both at Nore Barn and on the Warblington Farm area.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: On Jan 8 one was seen trotting over the ice of the main lake at Farlington
Stoat: For one of the less expected photos of wildlife during the cold snap on
Jan 6 see http://rxwildlife.org.uk/2009/01/06/icy-castle-water/#more-8062 which
has photos of a Stoat and other creatures on the frozen surface of a pool at Rye
Harbour
Seals: A group of 23 Common Seals had sought the shelter of the River Stour
estuary banks at Pegwell Bay in Kent on Jan 4 - two of this year's pups were
inquisitive enough to come within a few feet of the person who saw them. At
Lymington the regular Grey Seal was seen on both Jan 4 and 7
Roe Deer: On Jan 7 when I visited north Thorney Island I saw, from the Wickor
bank track, two Roe feeding in a field adjacent to Eames Farm and later, from
the east end of Thornham Lane saw at least two (maybe four) more on the
south bank of the Great Deeps.
Red Deer?: A birder at Shatterford in the New Forest (close to Beaulieu Road
station) saw what he thought was a single Red Deer hind but the photo on his
blog shows it was clearly a Roe doe. The most distinctive feature is the large
unbroken white patch on its rump (this area is known to deer stalkers as its
'target' but hopefully they do not shoot it in the backside) with a separate tuft of
white hair pointing down in the centre of this area. Sika Deer also have a bold
white rump but with the black hair line along their spine continued down onto the
tail, dividing the white patch. Fallow also have their white rump clearly divided
into two by a black tail (and have a black line around the white patch) while Red
Deer have a smaller, more buffish, patch on the rump, divided by a reddish
brown tail. Two other pointers to the identity of the animal in this photo are the
black nose and 'muzzle' and its being on its own - I think Red Deer are almost
always found in 'bunches'.
Grey Squirrel: No more red, white or blue variants reported but on Jan 5 I saw
one in Nore Barn at Emsworth on the ground with a mouthful of leaves which I
assume it was taking to its winter drey to act as an extra 'duvet' for the coming
sub-zero night.

Hare: One seen on Sheppey in the Thames estuary is the only one reported this
week
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 5 - 11 (WEEK 1 OF 2009)
Sat 10 Jan
Havant and Budds Farm
A cycle ride to Budds Farm and back via the Brockhampton stream failed to give
me the Common Sandpiper or Kingfisher hoped for (nor the Short-eared
Owls over North Binness) but did show me a large number of Teal at the Budds
Farm Pools in addition to the other wildfowl seen there on New Year's Day. While
there a Kestrel flew over, and on the way home two Chiff Chaff were calling
persistently from the Holm Oaks overhanging the Lymbourne Stream from Wade
Court. On the way out I enjoyed a noisily chattering flock of Goldfinch feeding
on the alders in the Parchment area, and in my own garden had a brief view of a
Goldcrest working plant stems just outside the kitchen window.
Fri 9 Jan
Chichester Lakes
With a relatively free afternoon I headed for the Chichester Lakes in the hope of
seeing both Scaup and Smew (neither were seen) but I did add Greylag and
Whooper Swan to my year list and enjoyed the sight of large numbers of
wildfowl - at a very rough guess the total for the five lakes which had substantial
areas of open water was around 1000 Coot, 200 Gadwall, 150 Shoveler and
100 each of Pochard and Tufted Duck plus singles of Teal, Wigeon and
Great Crested Grebe. Also present were at least 20 Mute Swans and a
dozen Greylag Geese while dusk brought 14 Cormorant flying in to roost
(most of these circled and then headed south again but at least 5 settled on the
old roost trees on the Ivy Lake islands, one of them showing the white
breeding patch on its 'thigh' plumage. Also close to full breeding
plumage was one Black-headed Gull which seemed to have a full 'black
head'.
When I first reached Ivy Lake a Berkshire birder was scanning the geese among
which he had seen (before going on to Pagham, from where he had just
returned) what he thought were three Bean Geese. They were not seen by him
or me at this time but other birders reported seeing them (plus a single Whitefront) in the morning.
After my first look at Ivy Lake I walked on as far as the caravan site entrance,
having a brief look at each of the lakes, and it was thus that I came across the
two adult Whoopers on the part of Vinnetrow lake just behind the 'car
breakers village'.
Wed 7 Jan
Green Sandpiper in Hermitage Stream

A late afternoon cycle ride up the Hermitage Stream between Barncroft Way and
Purbrook Way in Leigh Park gave me two Green Sandpipers - one could be
seen feeding downstream of the first footbridge north of Barncroft Way and when
I tried to get a closer view I managed to disturb them and two flew off with their
unmistakeable alarm calls.
My other target in this area was the 'odd' Hawthorn tree which regularly
flowers in winter months (just east of the footbridge from which I saw the
Sandpiper and west of the big pipes under which you have to duck when
following the footpath north). The tree had been viciously slashed with a
mechanical flail but still showed a few leaves and many flower heads which either
held the old stamens of pre-frost flowers or unopened buds so I expect to see
flowers on it later this month if the temperature rises!
As the sun had not set I felt I had time to ride south to Budds Farm and go home
along the shore so I was able to see the congregation of wildfowl on the small
section of Budds Pools that is not frozen (kept open by warm water flowing into
the pools from the sewage works via the 'big black pipe'). I did not count the
birds but there were more Tufted Duck than on my previous visit and probably
more Gadwall but less Shoveler and this was probably accounted for by the
fact the Shoveler seem to eat only invertebrates stirred up from the bottom
where as the diving ducks can perhaps go looking for food under the ice while
the Mallard and Gadwall can (I think) both supplement their diet with
vegetable matter found on the banks. This thought was backed up, as I cycled
back along the South Moors shore, by seeing several Shoveler feeding in the
shallow water of the sea and then seeing half a dozen more of them flying back
from the shore towards the pools (presumably they prefer to sleep among the
host of other wildfowl rather than on the sea where the tide annoyingly keeps
moving during the night)
The single Greenshank was still in the mouth of the Langbrook stream just
above where it reaches the open shore.
Yesterday I added Greenfinch to my year list when visiting the Thorney Little
Deeps - a small flock of them was in the trees along the south of Marina Farm.
Also seen here (along the old NRA track) was a Goldcrest in the brambles and a
male Bullfinch in scrubby Hawthorns at the west end of the track - I am sure
there are more than usual of these in the area at the moment. Also added to my
plant yearlist was Intermediate Periwinkle still managing to flower in the
hedge around the Havant Health Centre.
Mon 5 Jan
Goat Willow in flower early and three more birds for the year
Despite a short flurry of snowflakes this morning I took a short walk around
Havant and was very surprised to find Goat Willow catkins open on a tree
beside the Billy Trail and just outside the Lymbourne triangle 'wildflower
meadow'. Also seen at this point were the first flowers on garden escape
Lungwort and the Hazel catkins which were out on Dec 22.

Earlier in this walk I had gone to the New Lane allotments to confirm that the
Common Ramping Fumitory was still flowering, which it was along with
Lesser Celandine at the junction of Eastern Road and Hedge Bedstraw in the
cemetery where I added Mistle Thrush to my Year List
After lunch I drove to Beach Road at Emsworth for another addition to the bird
list with the Spotted Redshank in the Maisemore Gardens stream before
walking west to Pook Lane and coming back along the shore during which I had a
fly past by seven Golden Plover heading for their Langstone roost - these
brought my year list to 80.
During the walk back along the shore I saw some 20 Ringed Plover and a pair
of Pintail among 23 species of wildfowl, waders and gulls. The shore also gave
me Tamarisk still in flower in a few sheltered spots (most of it was showing the
effects of frost) and I passed flowering Butcher's Broom in a couple of places
and found fresh male flowers on Dog's Mercury in Pook Lane as well as Cow
Parsley beside Church Lane below the 'black barn'.
SUMMARY FOR DEC 29 - JAN 4 (WEEK 52 OF 2008 + WEEK 0 OF 2009)
Highlights:
I will not attempt to pick out the highlights among the many bird sightings but I
will draw attention to the entry for Jan 4 on my Diary page in which I have given
a few details of the day list totals achieved by some people on their New Year's
day outing plus the top Year List totals published by Hampshire birders. My own
New Year's Day outing is also described in the Diary entry for Jan 1.
As might be expected there is not much news of Insects or Other Wildlife but we
have the first new flowering plant of 2009 - Dog's Mercury found on Jan 3
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver: More than 200 were off Dungeness on Jan 1with smaller
numbers all along the channel coast
Black-throated Diver: Seen on Jan 1 in Dorset (two off Durlston), Sussex (one
at Brighton marina) and in Hampshire (two in the Hurst spit area)
Great Northern Diver: 3 were in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Jan 1
when 3 more were in Southampton Water
Little Grebe: Plenty everywhere on the sea but interestingly I saw none on
Budds Farm pools on Jan 1 (though I had ten in the nearby Hermitage stream)
Great Crested Grebe: The flock off the Titchfield/Warsash shore reached a
peak of 161 on Dec 24 but on Jan 1 it was up to 181. Over on the Dutch coast
there was a flock of 672 on Dec 30

Black-necked Grebe: The full flock of 18 birds in Langstone Harbour were seen
by two different observers on Jan 1
Bittern: Hampshire birders saw one still at the Blashford Lakes on Jan 1 while
the Dungeness RSPB reserve had 5 on Dec 30
Cattle Egret: One was in the Selborne area on Dec 28 and 29 and another was
seen to fly over the Great Salterns area of Portsmouth (Langstone Harbour shore)
heading north on Jan 1 when one was seen in the Bergerie Farm area between
Lymington and Beaulieu (with a second bird probably nearby)
Great White Egret: Seen at the Blashford Lakes again on Jan 1 after one off
sighting of one in the Glynde Reach area of the R Ouse near Lewes on Dec 31
Bewick's Swan: Hampshire still had the family group of three birds at Ibsley on
Jan 1 and in Sussex there were 18 in the Arundel area. On Dec 30 a flock of 26
roosted at the RSPB Dungeness reserve
Whooper Swan: The only Jan 1 report was of four at Butterstreet Cove on The
Fleet near Weymouth
Bean Goose: The single Avon valley bird was seen just south of Ringwood on
Jan 1
Whitefront Goose: Some 45 birds were at Pett Level (Rye Bay) on Jan 1 and
Hampshire probably had a family group of 4 at Tundry Pond (west of Fleet)
though it was only reported on Jan 2
Barnacle Goose: Just one was seen at Farlington Marshes on Jan 1 (there was
also a probable sighting of around 10 Greylag there on Jan 2)
Pale-bellied Brent: The number in Dorset continues to increase - on Dec 31a
group of 36 were in The Fleet near Weymouth with and 18 still in Baiter Park at
Poole that day. A single juvenile was in Portsmouth Harbour (off Priddy's Hard at
Gosport) on Jan 1
Brant: On Jan 1 the Farlington Marshes bird was still present, another single was
in the Lymington area, one was in Pagham Harbour and two were in The Fleet at
Weymouth
Red-breasted Goose: Still in the Lymington area on Jan 1 and 3
Mandarin: 57 were on Headley Mill Pond in east Hampshire on Jan 1
Pintail: Nutbourne Bay normally has a winter flock of these but this winter they
have been scarce there - prior to Dec 31 the highest number seen there was 15

on Nov 6 and on Dec 29 I could see none but on Dec 31 John Goodspeed
counted 30 males and guessed there were probably the same number of females
making a total of around 60. I was there on Jan 1 and could only see one pair
with my telescope.
Shoveler: I was somewhat surprised to see a pair on the seawater of Langstone
Harbour on Jan1 and I think others were also seen on the sea elsewhere
(probably newly arrived birds driven by cold weather and glad to feed where they
could before discovering the local ponds frequented by other Shoveler.
Ring-necked Duck: The bird which moved north to Frithend pond south of
Farnham had moved back to Passfield Pond in east Hampshire for Jan 1 and 2
Ferruginous Duck: A genuine pure bred male was on a pond in the Stour valley
near Canterbury on Dec 29 (first anywhere in the south this winter) - a good
photo can be seen on http://www.kentos.org.uk/Stodmarsh/Decsightings08.htm
Scaup: A male which turned up at Rooksbury Mill in the Andover area on New
Year's Day was not only a good bird for any Hampshire site but it was probably
the first ever to be recorded there - it was still there on Jan 2
Eider: Three females were in Langstone Harbour on Jan 1
Velvet Scoter: The bird which has been in the east Solent since Dec 22 was still
there on Jan 1 and 2 while the full complement of six of these birds was again
seen off Pagham Harbour on Jan 2
Smew: Two males were seen on both sides of the Hants/Berks border on the
Eversley gravel pits on Jan 1 and 2 but have since moved on
Kestrel: On Jan 1 a Kestrel successfully robbed a Barn Owl of its vole prey
by the River Adur north of Henfield and on Jan 2 one was seen to steal a
Dunlin from a young Merlin at Pagham Harbour - mugging other raptors
seems to be quite a common practice among hungry Kestrels in the winter.
Merlin: A first winter bird was at Farlington Marshes on Jan 1(along with a pair
of adult Peregrines)
Great Bustard: A female with wing tag number 28 which was newly released on
Salisbury Plain in September was seen in the Wareham area of Dorset on Dec 29
and 30
Avocet: Recent reports from Farlington Marshes have indicated the presence of
around 20 Avocet there during December but on Jan 1 Jason Crook reported 32
(maybe 33) present. On that day there were probably 17 in Nutbourne Bay
Golden Plover: A flock of up to 80 birds has been seen on the HMS Sultan
playing fields in Gosport during December but on Jan 1 Dan Houghton counted
141 there

Knot: I was not expecting to see Knot in Langstone Harbour on Jan 1 as I have
not heard of any there earlier this winter but I saw at least a dozen in the
Chalkdock area of Broadmarsh and Peter Raby also saw some there that day
while on Jan 2 Jeff Goodridge noted two flocks in the harbour with another 40
seen by Brian Fellows off the west Emsworth shore - these may be birds which
have been in the Pilsey area of Thorney Island for some time but are more likely
to be new arrivals.
Jack Snipe: Seen at three sites on Jan 1 including one which got up from a wet
patch north of Aldsworth Pond (north of Emsworth) to give me a 'probable'
(almost certain but could not swear to it with an extremly brief view of a
departing bird).
Snipe: I definitely had one of these get up from the 'orchid field' of the
Langstone South Moors on Jan 1
Woodcock: Giles Darvill, who lives at Milford west of Lymington, was very
surprised, after hearing a loud thump on one of his house windows, to look out
and see a dazed Woodcock on the ground - luckily the bird recovered and flew
off - this was on Jan 2
Whimbrel: On Jan 1 or 2 wintering birds were seen from Black Point on Hayling,
at Church Norton in Pagham Harbour, at the Medina estuary on the Isle of Wight
and at Tanners Lane east of Lymington. One was almost certainly in Langstone
Harbour but was not seen on Jan 1
Common Sandpiper: One was seen by Peter Raby on the Budds Farm shore of
Langstone Harbour on Jan 1
Black-headed Gull: One seen at Worthing (Goring) on Dec 29 already had a full
'black head' while several others were starting to acquire their breeding plumage.
Caspian Gull: One has been seen on both Jan 2 and 3 at Ibsley, just north of
Ringwood.
Iceland Gull: One adult was seen over the River Hamble at Curbridge on Jan 1
by Dan Houghton and Mark Rolfe, possibly the same bird seen at Portland on Dec
28.
Sandwich Tern: One was in the mouth of Chichester Harbour, seen from
Hayling, on Jan 1
Razorbill: A large number have been heading west along the channel in the
week between Christmas and New Year (max count of 750 'auk species' passing
Christchurch Harbour on Dec 27)
Barn Owl: A few entries on Hoslist this week have discussed the subject of the
first bird seen on New Year's Day but none were as early or as interesting as this
year's first bird - a Barn Owl seen by the A27 near Lewes at 4:30 am
(neatly topping a claim for another Barn Owl also seen by the A27 in the
Worthing area but at 5:30 am)

Short-eared Owl: There have been many reports of these this winter but none
from Langstone Harbour until Jason Crook told us of two of them hunting over
the RSPB Islands on Jan 1
Kingfisher: As well as the Common Sandpiper seen in the Budds Farm area
on Jan 1 Peter Raby also saw a Kingfisher there (I failed to see either when
there!)
Woodlark: On Dec 28 18 were seen near the hamlet of Well (near Crondall west
of Fleet) and prior to that a few have been seen occasionally in the Hundred
Acres fields east of the Meon Valley at Wickham (John Shillitoe advises anyone
looking for them to take the footpath north from the B2177 road starting at SU
597106). Back on Dec 22 there were still 9 in the East Park at Stansted.
Rock Pipit: What may be a family group of four birds was seen by me in a ditch
just inside the seawall of Prinsted Bay (east of Thorney Island) on Dec 29 and
was still there on Jan 1 (look in the first field east of the Prinsted houses)
Pied Wagtail: Brian Fellows reports a pre-roost flock of around 200 birds seen
near the Town Millpond in Emsworth on Dec 30 but he has not yet discovered the
roost site. I know of no likely site but I am aware that these birds like to sleep
somewhere that has artificial heating, e.g. the heated steam pipes of the Fawley
refinery or the hot air emerging from e.g. the bakery of a Tesco store - perhaps
there is some industrial site in Emsworth, but it is equally possible that the birds
are on their way to a chilly roost in Thorney Deeps reeds
Waxwing: During the past week small flocks of up to 30 birds have been
reported from nine sites on the south coast, among them were the Warsash Road
in the Titchfield Common area, George Street oil depot in Gosport and Park Farm
Business Park in Folkestone. On Jan 1 some were heard in Hastings and 25 flew
north over Cheesefoot Head east of Winchester
Song Thrush: Several reports seem to indicate a recent influx of 'dark backed'
continental birds and I kept coming across them in unlikely places on Jan 1. Most
recent was one in my Havant garden early on Jan 4
Redwing: Very few of these around - this week brought just three reports with a
maximum count of 10 birds near Arundel. In contrast Fieldfare were reported
from many sites with counts of 100+ at Cheesefoot Head (Winchester area) and
250+ at Horton Heath in Dorset.
Blackcap: Brian Fellows had his first garden record of one on Jan 1 (a male) and
then had a female on Jan 2. On Dec 28 one was eating Ivy berries in a Worthing
garden and another was eating apples in an Emsworth garden.
Long-tailed Tit: Plenty of these around but a report of a pair regularly
copulating 'somewhere in Sussex' on Dec 31 was surprising.
Marsh Tit: These are scarce but they were seen at three sites this week

Willow Tit: These are much scarcer nowadays but one was definitely identified
by call at Burton Mill Pond near Pulborough on Dec 28 (only two previous reports
of the species in southern England this autumn - one at Horsham on Oct 29 and
one at Arne in Dorset on Dec 10)
Linnet: A flock of 300 in a stubble field at Neptown (Henfield in the Adur valley)
with 700 Chaffinch was unusual for the current winter
Twite: A flock of 13 were reported at the Oare Marshes in north west Kent on
Dec 28 and there was a possible sighting in the Keyhaven area near Lymington
on Dec 30.
Bullfinch: This species, like the Song Thrushes, may have arrived here from
the continent recently as there were quite a few sightings of them in unexpected
places on the past few days
Corn Bunting: A flock of around 25 on Cheesefoot Head (Winchester area) on
Jan 1 was a good record for Hampshire (I have no Hampshire records since May
this year)
INSECTS
The only report of insects I have seen on the internet was of Large White
caterpillars still feeding on Brocolli plants in the Horsham area on Dec 30.
Twenty large caterpillars were approaching the point at which they should pupate
but at least two had succumbed to the cold and died.
In my own garden, while breaking the ice on the water put out for birds in my
garden, I seemingly disturbed a tiny midge which happily fluttered over the ice
cold water
PLANTS
My January list of flowering plants already has 38 species on it (though two are
grasses). Among these are Creeping and Meadow Buttercup, Sweet and
Early Dog Violets, and Black Medick
First new plant of the year was Dog's Mercury seen with male flowers near
Warren Down cottage in the Forestside area of Stansted Forest on Jan 3.
OTHER WILDLIFE
Fox: At 2am on the morning of Dec 28 I woke briefly to hear repetitive barking
from a dog fox somewhere close to my garden - presumably the hard frost has
not delayed the onset of their breeding season
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 29 - JAN 4 (WEEK 0 OF 2009)
Sun 4 Jan
New Year's Day success so far reported on the internet

Among the detail of birds seen in the first few days of the New Year are
announcements of the top scorers of 'Year List Totals' for last year and 'Day List'
scores from those who went out on New Year's Day.
Top of the Hampshire year listers for 2008 was Tim Lawman of Hayling
Island with 248 species followed by Nigel Jones (from the Ringwood
area) on 247 and Andy Johnson (also from Hayling) on 246. If you want
to see other names and scores go to the list kept by Richard Ford at
http://www.digitalwildlife.co.uk/Hampshirebirds/hants2008yearlist.htm
Only a few of the New Year's Day list totals are available but it is unlikely that
anyone will have beaten the total of 120 species (which excludes, although
they were seen, both Brant and Pale Bellied Brent becuase they are just
subspecies of the Brent which are in the total) achieved by Simon Ingram
and Tim Parminter who spent much of their time in the Lyndhurst and
Ringwood areas but who also visited Southampton Water and Cheesefoot Head
east of Winchester. Second prize goes to Nigel Jones, Mike Witherick and
Phillip Fawkes with a score of 117 which included Water Rail seen in their
car headlights and a Jack Snipe. Steve Keen and Steve Piggott probably
had the third highest total of 111 (but drove 102 miles in the process,
seemingly all in south west Hampshire - New Forest, Lymington and Ringwood
areas).
Coming in just under the 100 mark were Peter Raby and John Norton with
95 including Brambling and Bullfinch seen at Chalton Down (north of
Rowlands Castle), Common Sandpiper and Kingfisher around Budds Farm
at Havant, Purple Sandpipers at Southsea Castle, Ring-billed Gull at Gosport,
Velvet Scoter on the sea west of Titchfield Haven and Mandarin Duck at
Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest before reaching the Blashford Lakes area and
adding Bittern and Bewick's Swan. Next came Dan Houghton and Mark
Rolfe, both from the Fareham area, who scored 93 (plus three heard only
which would rank them in my estimate above Peter Raby's 95) and who
were the only people to tick Iceland Gull during the day (on the R Hamble at
Curbridge)
On the Isle of Wight Derek Hale scored 82 and in West Sussex Nick Bond
clocked up just 100 in the Pagham, Selsey and Pulborough area. Robert King
also worked the Selsey to Pulborough area and achieved a total of 88
which included a Guillemot, while one of the younger Sussex birders (Sophie
May Lewis) persuaded her parents to drive her around the same
Pagham/Pulborough circuit, getting a list of 71 species - when she was at the
Sidlesham Ferry Pool she commented on 'large flocks of Pintail flying into
Pagham Harbour' which coincides with John Goodspeed's report of 30 (maybe
60) at Nutbourne Bay on Dec 31 where I could see none on Dec 29 and only
saw one pair on Jan 1 - maybe John got the benefit of some disturbance at
Pagham driving the 50 or so Pintail which had been there on Dec 24 west to
Nutbourne before they returned to Pagham on Jan 1.

To end this round-up I see that one of the very active birders in the Rye area
(Cliff Dean from Pett) had a disappointing New Year's Day - after celebrating
the arrival of the New Year and then remembering to put his prescribed eyedrops into his eye after he had put out the bedroom light, he accidentally
picked up the wrong, but similar container, and filled his eye with earwax remover - this somewhat reduced his sight when morning arrived but
hopefully has caused no permanent damage.
Sat 3 Jan
Stansted around Forestside
Glorious sunshine and little wind today for a walk round the northern part of
Stansted Forest. I parked at Forestside, walked west along Warren Down then
south to the 'Rough Avenue' which runs north west from Stansted House, then
east across the Forestside road to the eastern edge of the woodland on
Rosamund's Hill from where I headed for the northern edge of the woods and so
back to Forestside.
Highlights were my first new flowering plant of the year - Dog's Mercury and three new birds - Buzzard, Coal Tit and Nuthatch. With a Chiff Chaff
seen yesterday near the Tesco store in Havant these brought my bird total for
the year to 75 species plus 2 probables, and the flowering plants seen yesterday
in a walk around Havant, plus the Dog's Mercury (and Early Dog Violet in my
garden on Jan 4) have brought my 2009 flowering plant list to 36 species plus
two grasses.
A less welcome discovery made today was that much of the northeast
section of Stansted Forest (Firtree Piece, Batty's Park and Wythy Piece)
are now debarred from public access with 'No Entry - Conservation Area'
notices on all the tracks leading into them although all the official rights of way
are still open. When leaving the woods at Forestside I found a notice explaining
that these areas had been closed because increasing pressure from visitors was
having an unwanter effect on the wildlife which the area supports.
I welcome the move to reduce the disturbance of wildlife but cannot help feeling
sad at the loss of my freedom to wander quietly along the tracks through the
area where Crossbills are often found in winter and Silver Washed Fritillary
butterflies in summer. Making this loss the worse is the certainty in my own
mind that while the great majority of visitors will respect these signs the people
who do most harm to wildlife ('poacher' types with hunting dogs to chase out and
maybe kill any animals they find) will ignore the signs. Thus the ongoing saga of
increasing human pressure on the countryside not only reduces the wildlife trying
to survive in it but at the same time takes away the innocent enjoyment of those
who intend no harm to wildlife and whose unintentional disturbance is small
compared to the harm done by those who are out to cause damage for their own
benefit (and that phrase would include birders on a 'twitch')
Thu Jan 1
A very good New Year's Day
On previous New Year Days I have made a serious dawn to dusk attermpt to get
my bird list off to a good start, though keeping within my home patch using a

bike to get round, and my target has been 75 species. This time, for domestic
reasons, I started a little later (just before 9am) and came home to prepare and
enjoy a good lunch before going out again in the afternoon, and I used the car
for transport, so I was very pleased to score 70 species with another two
'probables' which I did not count. The success of the day was at least in part
attributable to a slightly warmer air temperature and to the lightest of breezes
making the harbour shores qutie bearable when standing around with my
telescope.
First stop was at the end of Southmoor Lane, heading east across the South
Moors before returning along the shore path for a look at the Budds Farm pools.
Before arriving at 9am I had 10 species on the list including singing Robin and
Collared Dove and a Pied Wagtail which I nearly ran over in the streets of
Havant. On the orchid field of the Moors I put up the hoped for Snipe, and in the
Langbrook stream had a Greenshank before reaching the shore at the mouth of
the stream. Here, on the dry, sparsely vegetated shingle, I flushed three
Skylarks and started to collect the wader, duck and gull species along the shore
at low tide. Also added here was Meadow Pipit.
At the foot of Budds Mound I saw a bird perched on the tip of a Hawthorn tree
and found it was a Song Thrush, the first of at least a dozen seen at numerous
places during the day - I assume they were invaders from the continent rather
than local birds. On the pools I was surprised at the total absence of Little
Grebes (plenty of them seen soon after on the Hermitage Stream) but other
species brought my total to 44.
Next to Broadmarsh slipway where a couple of finches flew over without stopping
but making calls that made me pretty sure they were Siskin (I did not count
them). On to the other Broadmarsh carpark from which I could scan the whole
Chalkdock channel area and here the bonus was a total of a dozen Knot plus
Ringed Plover and a few Black-tailed Godwit but no Pintail among the
hundreds of Wigeon and Brent. This gave me a round 50 for my morning score
before heading home for an early lunch.
In the afternoon I went first to the Stansted Groves though dubious as to
whether any self-respecting woodland birds would be active in the mid-day
period. Luckily the raucous calls of Jays added one to the list as I walked past
fresh deer droppings and heard crashing in the scrub as the unseen deer took
fright. In doing so they did me a favour, disturbing a female Bullfinch which
first called and then flew out to perch on a bare branch. Nothing more here so I
drove on to Aldsworth Pond where there was nothing new on the water but I did
enjoy a large troop of Long-tailed Tits with a Goldcrest among them.
Walking on up the track to Sindles Farm I stopped at the north end of the
wetland where a brief rasping call drew my attention to a tiny bird with a shortish
bill rising over the dead vegetation around a patch of weedy water. It
disappeared from my view within milleseconds but did not tower into the sky, nor
utter more than the briefest of alarm calls, and I am almost certain it was a Jack
Snipe (though I did not list it). From the main track I scanned the distant trees
around Aldsworth House (a traditional rookery site) and soon added Rook plus
another bonus bird - a woodpecker flying into the bare top brances and

silhouetting itself against the sky in typical woodpecker stance with tail pressed to
the tree and head held back. By its size it was a Great Spot and this was later
confirmed when I was nearer the trees and saw it bold white wing flashes.
My reason for approaching the trees was that I could see a small flock of
Blackbirds and Thrushes working the grass below the trees and hoped there
were Redwing among them - sadly I found every one was a dark backed Song
Thrush. It was well worth going to see, however, for at the end of my detour a
magnificent cock Bullfinch flew up and perched on the hedge with his breast
towards me.
On to the Funtington MoD station and pig fields where I made a brief stop
alongside three or four brightly plumaged cock Pheasants searching for food in
a root-crop field. Then on to Farm Lane at Nutbourne for a walk through the
orchards to Prinsted. More colour here from a Green Woodpecker that was
feeding on the fallen apples among a few Fieldfare. Also here a Kestrel flew
over and I ticked Chaffinch, Great Tit and Starling for the first time.
Where the field edge path reaches the sea wall just east of Prinsted I had a look
along the muddy ditch in the pony field immediately east of the Prinsted houses.
As I hoped the Rock Pipit seen here on Dec 29 was still present and showing
well, and with it were three others which I guess may have made up a family
group. Heading east along the seawall path to Nutbourne I had three unexpected
additions to my list - first was a female Stonechat, then a female Reed
Bunting, and out in the bay, with the tide still high, a scan of the many Wigeon
picked out a solitary pair of Pintail. Finally there was the flock of Avocet (at
least 13 and probably the 18 I saw a couple of days back), and with them was a
substantial flock of Black-tailed Godwit.
On my way home with the sun now set I stopped briefly at the Thornham
Marshes in the hope of either Barn or Short-eared Owl - I saw neither but
suffered the indignity of having a flock of Canada Geese as the last entry on
my day-list. To offset this a couple who had walked to the east end of the Great
Deeps told me they had seen a Short-eared Owl there.

