HAVANT NATURE NOTES for 2005

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 26 - 31 JAN 1 OF 2006 (WEEK 52)
Sun 01 Jan
A. New Year’s Day ‘Birdrace’
The word ‘Birdrace’ is misleading but a useful word to describe a race between a birder
(often several working as a team) and the clock to see how many species can be found
and properly identified in a single day. The most strenuous form of this sport sees a
team out for much if not all of the 24 hours, covering as much ground as possible in the
hope of having a longer list at the end of it than any other team with which they are in
competition, and it usually involves fund-raising for some good cause by persuading as
many people as possible to sponsor the effort on a pence per species basis.
These really energetic races usually take place in early May when the highest number
of birds is likely to be available, but a tradition of New Year’s Day races has become
established - mainly driven by every birder’s urge to get as many species on their new
‘year list’ as quickly as possible but also giving a good opportunity for personal
competition and fund raising. The limited hours of daylight, and the high risk of bad
weather, discourage most birders from taking on the 24 hour challenge on New Year’s
Day, and I for one regard it as a dawn to dusk exercise only though I still see it as a
ritual fund-raising effort (without pestering others for sponsorship but giving a personal
contribution in recognition of the pleasure I derive from the day).
Those who are determined to get a high score need to plan a route that will take them
to as many good birding sites as possible in the available time, taking into
consideration that each site visited should offer new birds not seen at other sites
already visited, and it is this route planning (plus the geography of the area in which
you are operating) that is the most important factor in getting a really high score. I used
to charge around Hampshire in my car, but for several years now I have used my cycle
only and it seems that this practice of using environmentally friendly transport is
catching on though there is as yet no handicap system to adjust the scores of the
teams in relation to their means of transport - maybe that will come!
Today I was out soon after 7:30am heading for the Broadmarsh area as I had checked
my tide table and saw a high tide was due at midday - meaning that the shore birds
would only be feeding until 10am at the latest and would not be back on the mud until
after 3pm.
Before reaching the shore I had heard several Dunnock singing (as well as the
expected Robin, Collared Dove and Wren) despite a period of light rain. On the mud
and water I got the expected birds, including Ringed Plover but failed to see a single
Great Crested Grebe in Langstone Harbour (I did see 11 Black-necked Grebe and
was able to confirm their identity thanks to another birder’s scope - I was also pleased
to find at least two male Pintail in the Chalk Dock area). I also failed to see the ‘Fudge
Duck’ on the Budds Farm pools but was lucky with a Kingfisher at Langstone’s West
Mill.
On Langstone’s Chichester Harbour shore I found the local walk party about to set off
and they confirmed that they had not seen any Knot among the waders there (which
included large numbers of Bar-tailed Godwit and Golden Plover). I also saw my only
Herons here (out on the Northney saltings). As the tide was almost up when I reached

Pook Lane I headed inland, and in the field alongside Warblington Church Lane I
counted 22 Egrets - contradicting my recent statement that the usual winter numbers
were not to be seen on this farm - but sadly the Redwing that had been there last time
I passed were not to be seen today.
From Warblington I cycled through Emsworth and up Lumley Mill Lane to Westbourne,
then on to Aldsworth Pond which is now full of water but bereft of birds - the only ones
on the water were two Little Grebe, but as I was watching them the only Bullfinch of
the day (a colourful male) landed just above my head and gave me a good view.
Continuing to Stansted I had another stroke of luck when a single Yellowhammer
landed in a tree close to me and called for some time before flying off (the only other
birds added in Stansted were a calling Nuthatch and a soaring Buzzard, though I did
see a couple of Roe Deer). On via Woodlands Lane to Walderton and thence to
Funtington. seeing another two Buzzards over Walderton Down and a group of five
Fallow Deer (antlered buck with five does) crossing the open fields of Racton Park
Farm.
From Funtington I followed Watery Lane to West Ashling pond on which the six Black
Swans were present with a couple of domestic Chinese Geese (a bit like Greylags but
with big ‘knobs’ on their foreheads at the base of the bill) and a group of four pure
white geese with similar knobs at the base of their orange bills. (Be assured none of
these appear in my species total!).
Onward via Clay Lane through Fishbourne and into Chichester where, just after Clay
Lane had gone under the bypass, I had Kestrel, Sparrowhawk and Jay within
minutes of each other. I followed a cycle friendly route through the city to emerge via
Whyke Lane on the Selsey Road which took me into the western gravel pit lakes and
there I added Cormorant (about 20 already in the night roost trees), Great Crested
Grebe and Canada Goose. While here I saw many more Gadwall, Tufted Duck,
Coot and Shoveler (maybe as many as 100 of the latter on Runcton and Vinnetrow
lakes on both of which groups of up to fifty formed dense huddles, each bird feeding on
what was stirred up by the paddling feet of the bird in front of it).
Coming back my first birding stop was at Nutbourne Bay (where I added a single
Avocet and heard a Reed Bunting but failed to get the Greenshank or Goldeneye
that were still missing from my list, and probably missed Knot among the thousands of
waders on the distant exposed mud down the Thorney Channel - I also failed to see
Barn Owl here despite the failing light that should have brought one or more out to
feed). My final stop was at Thornham Lane where I met Dave Mead with the
Portsmouth RSPB group but neither they or I saw a Short-eared Owl on Thornham
Marshes (they had seen more Avocet in the Thorney Channel). It was now too dark for
birding but a final ride along the Emsworth western shore gave much lovely views of
the afterglow of sunset.
My final score was 72 species.
B. (Sun0101) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2512
Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

Slavonian Grebe: a reported count of 68 off Church Norton on Dec 29 may well be a
mis-print - if true it must be a very unexpected Sussex record count.

•

Pintail: these are now present on the Emsworth to Langstone shore of Chichester
Harbour

•

Scaup: a few have started to appear in Hampshire

•

Marsh Harrier: the female at Titchfield Haven stayed on until at least Dec 28 and
another was seen on Hayling on Dec 26

•

Glaucous Gull: the first of the winter was in Portland Harbour on Dec 26

•

Long-eared Owl: one was reported to be at West Wittering on Dec 27

•

Gosport Corvid roost: Ian Calderwood confirms that up to 2000 birds currently spend
their nights in the MoD Defence Muntiions site

•

Crossbills have been heard singing and may soon be nesting

Other
•

Stoat: one at Dungeness has grown a white 'Ermine' winter coat

BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: 188 of these flew east along the north Kent coast (Reculver) in 3
hours on Dec 12 - another 40 went east there in 2 hours on Dec 13 (and another count
of 133 going east past Reculver was made on Dec 27). Locally one was off Titchfield
Haven and another (maybe the same?) was off Sandy Point on Hayling on Dec 24, and
on Dec 29 a flock of 15 flew east past Selsey Bill while a flock of 30 (in a day count of
48) went west past Hastings
2. Great Northern Diver: One off Sandy Point on Hayling on Dec 24 may have been the
same bird that was off the central Beachlands area of Hayling Bay on Dec 23. On Dec
29 two were in Portsmouth Harbour seen from Priddy's Hard on the Gosport shore.
3. Slavonian Grebe: Ian Barnard's Sussex website reports a total of 68 off Church
Norton (Pagham Harbour) on Dec 29 (This seems so out of line with other counts
anywhere this winter, or in past years at Church Norton, that I wonder if it is a
misprint?)
4. Shag: On Dec 24 more than 50 were seen off Christchurch Harbour, including a flock
of 31 together - among this flock was a Great Blackback Gull on the water, reminding
me that one of these gulls was recently seen to kill a Shag and making me wonder if
this gull was waiting to 'mug' any Shag which came up with a fish.
5. Bittern: So far this winter neither Rye Harbour nor Titchfield Haven have reported the
presence of more than 2 Bitterns (Rye Harbour had a peak of 6 last January) but on
Dec 23 the Stour Valley in Kent had 4 (on Dec 28 one of them was seen being mobbed
by 2 Marsh Harriers)
6. Cattle Egret: The bird which arrived in the field east of Sidlesham (north of Pagham
Harbour) on Dec 16 was still there on Dec 29
7. Little Egret: I have not attempted any counts at the Langstone Mill Pond roost recently
but I have the impression that numbers in the Langstone area are lower than usual for
December - other than a total of 15 in Portsmouth Harbour for the Dec 3 WeBS count I
have seen no other count of more than 8 for any one site in Hampshire during
December. In Dec 2004 there were counts of 13, 16 and 19 as 'flocks' in one of the
Warblington Farm fields - this month I have not seen more than 5 together in those
fields.

I also see that Steve Mansfield thinks that the night roost site used last winter on the
River Wey near Upper Froyle (east of Alton) has been deserted this winter (though this
is based on one observation of three Egrets flying west past the roost on the evening of
Dec 29)
8. Mute Swan: Two of the birds which have arrived in Emsworth recently have orange
rings on their legs, probably indicating that they were ringed on the Wiltshire Avon near
Salisbury by Dave Stone.
9. Bewick's Swan: The herd currently based on the southern part of the Amberley Wild
Brooks (by the River Arun just north of Houghton bridge) numbered 31 on Dec 28.
10. White-front Goose: Although we will probably see none in Hampshire this winter
there were 32 in the Reculver area on the north Kent coast on Dec 28 (and 4
Pink-foots had been seen there on Dec 15)
11. Brent Goose: By Dec 24 Brian Fellows' counts of young among the Brent he has seen
this winter showed that 25% of the birds were youngsters, and at Christchurch Harbour
on Dec 26 a small flock of 98 Brent had 40% of youngsters among them. A much
larger flock of around 2000 Brent in the North Walls area of Pagham Harbour on Dec
28 had three 'spot the difference' birds - one was a Brant. one a Pale Bellied and the
third was a bird with 'pewter coloured' back and belly.
12. Wigeon: The flock at Titchfield Haven numbered 471 on Dec 23
13. Gadwall: On Dec 23 there were 36 at Titchfield Haven and on Dec 26 the count at
Ibsley Water near Ringwood was 80
14. Pintail: Locally the first pair seem to have arrived back on the Emsworth west shore on
Dec 24 and on Dec 26 I saw at least two males a kilometre further west where the main
stream flows out of the Warblington fields. After recent rain the best place to see them
locally may be the flooded fields at the north end of Titchfield Haven were a dozen
were seen on Dec 17 and 18
15. Shoveler: Good numbers of these seem to be everywhere this winter - on Dec 29 a
count of 65 on the lake at Petworth House was said to be exceptionally high (also that
day three were seen resting on the sea near Puckpool Point east of Ryde on the IoW)
16. Pochard: These seem to have been in relatively short supply so far this winter but on
Dec 27 the count at Titchfield Haven was up to 55.
17. Scaup: The bird with the very small amount of white on its face (thought to be a
juvenile female) which was first seen at Titchfield Haven on Dec 14 was seen again on
Dec 18 and 21. On Dec 28 two more (females or young males) were found on the lake
behind Fort Gilkicker at Gosport but then flew on to the sea nearby (and were still there
on Dec 30). Another single bird (a first winter male) turned up at Normandy
(Lymington) on Dec 30.
18. Eider: The flock on the sea off Titchfield Haven was up to 98 in number on Dec 24.
19. Smew: Still none reported east of Rye Harbour where there were 5 males on Dec 29
(and probably still 7 females at the RSPB Dungeness reserve)
20. Red-breasted Merganser: A flock of 129 were on the sea off Worthing on Dec 24
21. Marsh Harrier: The female or immature bird which arrived at Titchfield Haven on Dec
21 was still there on Dec 28. On Dec 26 John Goodspeed's website reports a sighting
of one over the West Lane fields on Hayling. In the Kent Stour valley more than 14
were seen on Dec 24 (back on Dec 21 ten of them were seen airborne together)

22. Buzzard: On Dec 26 Kevin Sayer saw one giving a spring display flight in the
Wattons Ford area of the Hampshire Avon south of Ringwood.
23. Peregrine: The sight of one perched on a nestbox on the Shoreham power station
chimney on Dec 25 may have been a chance co-incidence but could be an indication
that they are already thinking of next year's brood.
24. Grey Partridge: Among Ian Pibworth's sightings from his hill overlooking the
Testwood Lakes at Totton (Southampton) on Dec 18 was a covey of 23 birds seen to
the north of the M27 (seen distantly from the south side). Another interesting report
comes from Sam Smith (one of the Rye Harbour reserve wardens) who reported more
than 40 present on the reserve between Christmas and Dec 30.
25. Avocet: We are all aware of the hard weather that has recently hit Kent and I notice
that counts of up to 70 Avocets on the Oare Marshes (north Kent coast near
Faversham) around Dec 21 had diminished to just one bird there on Dec 28.
26. Golden Plover: On Dec 6 the count of these at Sandwich Bay in Kent was 7000
27. Black-tailed Godwit: A count of 368 at Titchfield Haven on Dec 23 was the highest
there this year (previous high was only 167 on Mar 11).
28. Whimbrel: The most recent report of a wintering bird is of one in the Medina estuary
(Cowes, IoW) on Dec 26.
29. Greenshank: I have no real idea of the number wintering in Chichester Harbour but
Brian Fellows found six in the Emsworth Harbour area on both Dec 22 and 24 and I
would guess there are two or three times that number in the harbour as a whole.
30. Green Sandpiper: Still no reports of any in the Havant area this winter but on Dec 30
one was in a wet pony paddock in the Bridgemary area of Gosport. The only other
Hampshire site from which I have seen reports of them in December is the Avon valley
where John Clark had up to 8 on Dec 18.
31. Pomarine Skua: There are few of these about in December but one was seen from the
north Kent coast on Dec 28
32. Great Skua: Two were off Dungeness on Dec 23
33. Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was seen at the Cockle Pond on Dec 29
34. Glaucous Gull: The first report of one anywhere on the south coast since last April is
dated Dec 26 and comes from Portland Harbour.
35. Sandwich Tern: I have the impression that those birds which spend the winter here
remain in the same general area throughout the winter unless the weather there
changes sufficiently to drive them away so it is likely that the two seen in Portsmouth
harbour at the start of December are still there while the three seen around the mouth
of Chichester Harbour on several days during the month are still there. Another two,
seen in Portland Harbour on Dec 30 were probable there through the month and
maybe the four seen off Worthing on Dec 24 have also been on the Sussex coast
through December.
36. Guillemot: Bernie Forbes found some 60 off the Shoreham beach on Dec 23 and
maybe these were moving west to give a count of 4 or 5 at the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on Dec 24 and three at Christchurch Harbour on Dec 26
37. Razorbill: 20 of these were reported of the Worthing shore on Dec 24 and one of them
was seen from Black Point on Hayling on the same day.

38. Wood Pigeon: These ceased singing at the start of October but a few have just
restarted - their song was heard in the Warblington area on Dec 26 and 29 and again in
Havant on Dec 31
39. Long-eared Owl: One was reported to be in the West Wittering area on Dec 27 but
there have been no other reports from that area so far this winter.
40. Kingfisher: One was perched on the usual posts overlooking the outfall of the
Lymbourne Stream at Langstone Mill on Dec 27 - so far only the second sighting there
this winter to my knowledge. On Dec 29 Brian Fellows had another sighting at Peter
Pond in Emsworth where they have been seen more frequently this winter.
41. Water Pipit: One was at Titchfield Haven on Dec 23 (the only other Hampshire report
for December was of three at the Lower Test on Dec 3)
42. Fieldfare: A flock of 72 at Newlands Farm, Stubbington (south of Fareham) on Dec 18
seems to have been the biggest flock in Hampshire during Dec but the roost count in
the Kent Stour valley got up to 1400 on Dec 17 and more than 300 have been at Rye
Harbour since Christmas.
43. Redwing: Matt Coumbe came on a mixed flock of 60 Redwing and Fieldfare on the
north slope of Portsdown Hill on Dec 26, and on Dec 27 Ian Pibworth told us that a
flock of around 50 had been in the Testwood Lakes area near Southampton
throughout December. Here in the Havant area the first I have seen on the ground
were in Warblington Farm fields on Dec 29 (I could not see more than 6 there)
44. Cetti's Warbler: A count of 28 was reported from Titchfield Haven on Dec 23 but I do
not know how comprehensive this was thought to be.
45. Blue Tit: These are now singing daily and I read that on Christmas Day a pair were
seen checking out (and entering) a nest box in a Brighton garden.
46. Corvids: Ian Calderwood has confirmed that the winter roost to and from which many
Crows and Jackdaws travel each evening and morning to feed in south east
Hampshire is once again in Elson Wood within the MoD Defence Muntions site at
Gosport. As he works there Ian is one of the few people able to witness the spectacle
of up to 2000 Corvids arriving there each evening
47. Starling: Another noisy and spectacular roost is of up to 10,000 Starlings in the Kent
Stour Valley - the estimated count of 10,000 is dated Dec 24.
48. Brambling: A flock of 50 was seen in the Avon Valley south of Ringwood on Dec 26
and on Dec 29 Trevor Carpenter estimated there were at least 10 at Quagg Farm (near
the Portsmouth to Wickham road east of Boarhunt)
49. Siskin: Kevin Sayer found a flock of around 150 in the Wattons Ford area of the Avon
Valley south of Ringwood on Dec 26 (along with some 100 Goldfinch). On Dec 27 Ian
Pibworth had more than 200 Siskin at the Testwood Lakes (but only a couple of
Goldfinch).
50. Linnet: On Dec 27 Richard Carpenter found a flock of 200 in the Meon valley area
south of Beacon Hill
51. Crossbill: At Heyshott Common near Midhurst on Dec 24 Mike Snelling came on a
noisy party of 20 Crossbills, some of them already singing. (This species is known to
nest as early as January).
52. Snow Bunting: The last report of the bird at the Hayling Beachlands area which I have
seen is dated Dec 25 but it may well still be there

53. Reed Bunting: An impressive count of more than 350 was reported from the Pannell
Valley reserve just west of Rye Harbour on Dec 29
54. Corn Bunting: The Rye Harbour flock numbered in excess of 250 by the end of
December
PLANTS
1. Field Pennycress: A plant at Penner Road near Budds Farm in Havant still had
flowers on Dec 27
INSECTS
1. Red Admiral: the latest sighting I have heard of was in Hastings on Christmas Eve!
2. Rusty-dot Pearl: One of these moths appeared in the Portland Bill trap on Dec 22
3. The Snout: Richard Carpenter had one of these moths in his house at Hill Head near
Titchfield Haven on Dec 30
OTHER
1. Stoat: One in a Dungeness (Kent) garden seems to have known the snow was coming
and has been turning paler over past few weeks and by Dec 28 was almost pure white
(with black tail tip and a few brown streaks)
2. Weasel: One seen in the Meon valley by Richard Carpenter had a normal brown coat.
3. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: 8 were back off Portland Bill on Dec 28
4. Roe Deer: We have all seen numbers increasing in recent years and Portland Bill has
given us an example of this - when a single Roe was seen on the island on May 17 we
were told it was only the second ever sighting in this well watched area. Since then
there have been five more sightings of singles in June, July and Aug. Now, on Dec 29,
two Roe have been seen close to the bird observatory.
5. Fungi: A good show of fresh Velvet Shank seen on Dec 31 on old logs beside the
Langbrook stream here in Havant (I have had a couple more sightings of this recently)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1225
Mon 26 Dec
A. Warblington shore and fields
Boxing Day began with clear skies and encouraged me to take a walk around the
Warblington area. At the start I noted that the number of Hazel catkins now open had
increased to a dozen on the tree beside the Billy Trail where the path from Grove Road
heads east towards Warblington, but there was nothing else noteworthy until I reached
the Warblington shore at the seaward end of Pook Lane.
Here the tide was half way down with plenty of birds on both mud and water plus
hundreds of Brent on the fields or flying to and from them. Over towards the Northney
shore I could see the shapes and colour of what looked like 1000 Golden Plover, and
coming overland from the northeast was a flock of around 40 Lapwing - probably
forerunners of snow to come. Just after the Lapwing came a smaller and much faster
flock of Redshank pursued by a Peregrine which caused brief mayhem among both
waders and wildfowl but the falcon went hungry though giving me lengthy views as if
pulled up and flew west high over Langstone.

In the channel of the stream running out east of the Warblington cemetery I found two
drake Pintail - the first I have seen here this winter - among the Wigeon, Teal and
Shelduck. Single Turnstone and Ringed Plover with a flock of a dozen Black-tailed
Godwits added to my tick list here, and at the far end of the shore I had a female Reed
Bunting in the shoreline Tamarisks before I turned inland towards Nore Barn and saw
the expected Greenshank in the outfall of the eastern stream.
On the fringes of Nore Barn the white rump of a Bullfinch confirmed the sound and
silhouette of one previously encountered in Pook Lane, and around Warblington
Church I heard a Wood Pigeon singing among the Collared Doves. Five Egrets and
seven Black-tailed Godwits were feeding in the field west of Church Lane, and
coming home along the Emsworth Road a dozen or more Rooks were making much
noise in the branches of a large tree near the Southleigh Road junction - I wonder if
they were thinking of nesting there? Another tall tree (I think a Lime) in the grounds of
Denvilles House was holding two huge clumps of Mistletoe from its topmost bare
branches.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 19 - 25 (WEEK 51)
Sun 25 Dec
A. (Sun 2512) Latest News and Reports
Highlights of the news below:
•

Marsh Harrier - one at Titchfield Haven on Dec 21 stayed for two days at least

•

Whimbrel - two wintering on the west shore of Thorney Island

•

Iceland Gull - one flew past Titchfield Haven on Dec 23

•

Waxwing - up to 8 birds still in the Havant area on Dec 22

•

First reports of tentative spring song from Woodlark, Song and Mistle Thrush

•

Snow Bunting still at Hayling Beachlands on Dec 24

BIRDS
1. Great Northern Diver: One seen close in to the Hayling Bay shore near the
Beachlands funfair area on Dec 23 may be the same bird that was reported off the
north east IoW coast on Dec 18, 19 and 21. (On Dec 18 more than five were reported
to have flown past Selsey Bill)
2. Great Crested Grebe: More than 70 were off the Shoreham area on Dec 23 (45 were
in the same general area on Nov 15 and 30 were there on Nov 29)
3. Slavonian Grebe: 2 were near the mouth of the Beaulieu River on Dec 20
4. Black-necked Grebe: The 17 seen in Langstone Harbour on Dec 18 are probably still
there (no recent reports) and another 6 were off the mouth of the Beaulieu River on
Dec 20 with a further 4 in Portland Harbour on Dec 21 and 23
5. Cattle Egret: The bird which arrived in the fields north of Pagham Harbour on Dec 16
was still there on Dec 23

6. Marsh Harrier: A female or immature bird was seen at Titchfield Haven on Dec 21, 22
and 22 and may well still be there. This is the first bird to be reported in Hampshire
since Oct 30.
7. Knot: Around 90 were on mud in the Thorney Channel off Stanbury Point on Dec 22
8. Black-tailed Godwit: On Dec 22 Brian Fellows found 128 in the Nore Barn area west
of Emsworth, another 12 in Emsworth Harbour and 128 more in the Thorney Channel
east of Emsworth
9. Whimbrel: The wintering bird seen at Titchfield Haven from Nov 16 to 27 may have
flown across the Solent to be seen in the Medina estuary south of Cowes on the IoW
on Dec 13. Two more had been reported in Pagham Harbour on Dec 10 and another
two were on the west shore of Thorney Island on Dec 13.
10. Greenshank: A small number of these normally winter in Chichester Harbour (up to 20
there in the winter months at the start and end of 2004) and on Dec 22 Brian Fellows
found 6 in Emsworth Harbour.
11. Iceland Gull: Richard Carpenter saw what he took to be a third winter bird flying west
past Hill Head and Titchfield Haven on Dec 23
12. Mediterranean Gull: A small winter flock has recently started to build up in the
Ferrybridge area between Weymouth and Portland - 15 birds were there on Dec 23
(when one second winter bird was seen perched on a climbing frame in the Hayling
Beachlands area).
13. Sandwich Tern: Two of the probable three birds wintering in Chichester Harbour were
seen again off the Black Point sailing club on Dec 24
14. Guillemot: Around 60 were off the Shoreham area on Dec 23, including one flock of 12
birds together - I think these were on the sea rather than passing
15. Tawny Owls: At this time of year these owls are already pairing and defending
territories in which they will breed early next spring (eggs are sometimes laid as early
as February), and an increase in reports of daytime calls is probably the result of young
birds roaming around trying to find a place to settle down and being 'shown the door' by
established territorial birds (including their own parents). On Dec 21 John Goodspeed
heard one calling near his Portsdown garden in the early hours and then heard another
nearby in mid-afternoon. During the day he also saw a third bird, but that was a road
casualty on Southwick Hill Road which climbs the south side of the hill passing the QA
hospital and then runs down the north side past the village of Southwick.
16. Woodlark: These were still singing their spring song as late as mid-June, then there
were a couple of reports of song in September and one in mid October. A report of four
being heard singing in the Lord's Piece area of Ambersham Common (west of
Pulborough) on Dec 19 sounds as if they were already back on territory in spring mood
- maybe some chilly weather still to come will change their minds.
17. Waxwing: The flock of around 6 birds seen at the Langstone Technology Park in
Havant on Dec 15 may still be in the area as on Dec 22 a brother of Mike Collins is
confident that he saw up to 8 in an apple tree in his Leigh Park garden north of Havant.
Mike, in sending me this news, alluded to another reported sighting in Havant but I do
not know anything about a further report.
18. Fieldfare: A flock of 70 birds was in the Newlands Farm area between Fareham and
Stubbington on Dec 18 but as far as I know there are no settled flocks in our area as
yet.

19. Song Thrush: These have at last started to sing sporadically. The first was heard in
Brighton on Dec 21, another was singing in Brian Fellows' Emsworth garden on Dec
22, another was heard in Brighton on Dec 23 and on Dec 24 I heard one in Wade Court
Road here in Havant
20. Mistle Thrush: These normally start to sing in November and on Dec 18 I was told that
one had already been heard in north Hampshire but the only definite report that I have
seen is of one heard in Brighton on Dec 22
21. Dartford Warbler: Dave Hale tells us that on Dec 22 several were displaying in the
New Forest (where people engaged in the search for Shrikes on Dec 17 and 18
recorded a total of 53 birds)
22. Goldcrest: I heard these singing once in Oct and once in Nov but now in December
Brian Fellows heard on on Dec 5 and I heard another on Dec 24.
23. Marsh Tit: On Dec 21 Barrie Roberts wrote "I have seen a lot of Marsh Tits visiting
rural birdtables in the last six months including 2 in the last week. This is mentioned as
a rare event in one of the bird reports ". I was reminded of this when I saw a more
recent report via John Goodspeed of two being seen in a Leigh Park garden abutting
Great Copse (a small area of damp woodland within the Leigh Park built up area).
24. Tree Creeper: On Dec 23 John Clark heard a bang at the front door of his house in
Fleet and went out to find a stunned Tree Creeper on the ground - the bird eventually
came round and flew off, having given John a tick for his garden list of a species he has
not seen there in 21 years residence!
25. Great Grey Shrike: Only two birds were found during the co-ordinated survey of likely
habitat in the New Forest on the weekend of Dec 17,18. It's early days to predict a
shortage of them this winter but December last year brought reports of five different
birds in the New Forest.
26. House Sparrow: David Thelwell watched a pair nest building in pipes near the Tiger
enclosure at Marwell Zoo on Dec 21
27. Hawfinch: Two more reports of these in unexpected places come from Colin Bates
who saw one by the R Itchen in the Eastleigh area on Dec 18, and from Glyn
Horacek-Davis who watched one for 15 minutes on Dec 23 near Alington Lane (which
crosses the M27 north east of Southampton). These could be reports of the same bird
which was at Lakeside Park in Eastleigh on Dec 10.
28. Snow Bunting: The bird which arrived in the beach carpark immediately east of the
Hayling Golf Course on Dec 18 was still there on Dec 24 (and another was at Hurst
Spit on Dec 23 where one or two have been seen since Oct 30)
PLANTS
1. The December flowering list remains at 80 species.
INSECTS
1. Red Admiral: The latest was seen on Portland on Dec 20
OTHER
1. Nothing new to report
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2112

Wed 21 Dec
A. (Wed2112) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1812
Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

Goldeneye and Merganser males both giving spring courtship displays on Dec 18

•

Spotted Redshank back in the Hayling Oysterbeds high tide Redshank roost on Dec
17

•

Blackbird in full song on Dec 21

•

Maybe another northern race 'white headed' Long-tailed Tit back in Sussex

•

Jackdaws and Rooks imitate finches in feeding on Sunflower heads

•

Snow Bunting on Hayling Sinah Common.

Plants
•

Hazel Catkins confirmed as properly 'open for business' in Havant

Insects
•

Latest ever Brimstone on the wing near Aldershot

BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: The flock on the sea of Rye Bay off Pett Level numbered 180
birds on Nov 21 but there have been no more reports of large numbers in that well
watched area until Dec 18 when 277 were present (with at least 200 there on Dec 20).
In the early year the highest count there was an estimated 250 (maybe more) on Feb
19 but no reports this year have matched those of last year when a report of 535 there
on Jan 22 rose to 680 on Feb 9 and the end of 2004 brought 586 there on Dec 3.
2. Black-necked Grebe: As mentioned in my account of Kevin Stouse's walk in the
Langstone area last Sunday we saw 17 Black-necks in the Broad Lake area of
Langstone Harbour and were able to get a confident count as they paddled in line
astern up the channel.
3. Cattle Egret: The bird which arrived in the low-lying fields east of Sidlesham and north
of Pagham Harbour on Dec 16 was still in the Chalder Farm/Marsh Farm area on Dec
20
4. Bewick's Swan: 27 (including 7 juveniles) were near the River Arun just north of
Houghton Bridge on Dec 19 and they seem to have settled there but so far none have
settled in the Hampshire Avon Valley although John Clark saw two fly north upstream
without stopping on Dec 18
5. Lesser White-front Goose: The presumed escapee which has been seen in
Hampshire on one or two occasions in each winter since 1995/96 was back in the
Bisterne area of the Avon valley with Greylags on Dec 18. For the first five winters
(1995 to 1999) it was in the north of the county, but in the summer of 2000 it turned up
in the Avon valley and all its recent appearances have been there. Although all but two
of its sightings have been in winter months it has been seen in both May and July.

6. Brent Goose: The Dec 3 WeBS count in Portsmouth Harbour found 2304 geese, the
highest count for that harbour since Feb 2000 when 2661 were found
7. Pale Bellied Brent: A single bird was seen at the mouth of the River Adur at
Shoreham on Dec 20 (and one is still in Portland Harbour)
8. Black Brant: The West Wittering bird has been seen by many observers since it
arrived back on Nov 5 (and it was still there on Dec 15) but on Dec 20 Bernie Forbes
saw one in the fields west of Selsey which he is confident is a different bird from that at
Wittering, and it may well be that this second bird has been there un-noticed just as
long as the Wittering bird - Alan Kitson reported one in the Pagham area on Nov 5 (the
same day that Ewan Urquhart noticed the return of the Wittering bird) and there was
another report of one in the Pagham Harbour area on Nov 30. In Hampshire the
Lymington bird was seen on Dec 18 by Alan Lewis.
9. Wigeon: Numbers at most sites this winter seem larger than usual and some
confirmation of this comes from the Portsmouth Harbour WeBS count on Dec 3 when
460 were in the harbour. Dennis Bill says that this is the highest count there that he
knows of in all the years for which he has records (i.e. since 1978). Part of this increase
may be due to lack of water at inland sites forcing birds to the coast - on Dec 18 John
Clark again commented on low numbers in the Avon valley and he has previously
attributed this shortage to lack of wetland in the Avon valley this autumn and winter,
10. Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid: People on Kevin Stouse's walk on Dec 18 had
excellent views of this bird (Fudge Duck) on the Budds Fam pools at Havant as it
posed alongside a male Pochard for comparison of size, shape and head colour.
11. Scaup: Following John Shillitoe's sighting of a first winter bird on the river at Titchfield
Haven on Dec 14 Hampshire has had a second report for the winter - this time of three
flying over the Lymington shoreline on Dec 18
12. Long-tailed Duck: The female that was in the Langstone village corner of Chichester
Harbour from Nov 5 to 11 may still be in the harbour somewhere off Thorney Island
(and there may be more than one there). All I know comes from Brian Fellows' website
on which he says (in the entry for Dec 16) that he met Barry Collins in Emsworth and
Barry told him that "he had seen 3 Sandwich Terns in the harbour yesterday, plus
Long-tailed Ducks and a Great Northern Diver around Thorney Island."
13. Velvet Scoter: I have seen no reports of the bird off Titchfield Haven since Dec 13 but
it may have moved to the Lymington area where one was anonymously reported to
have been seen on Dec 18.
14. Goldeneye: It was no great surprise to see a party of six close to the Warblington
shore on Dec 18 but it was a surprise to see the two males in the group repeatedly
throwing back their heads in springtime courtship display.
15. Smew: On Dec 20 seven redheads were at the Dungeness RSPB reserve (and four
more birds were at Rye Castle Water on Dec 18) but so far none have been reported
further west than Rye Bay.
16. Merganser: Males of this species were also giving their courtship displays on the
water of Langstone Harbour on Dec 18, something that Brian Fellows had already
seen off south east Hayling on Dec 3. From the Oysterbeds on Dec 18 Cliff Oakley's
Petersfield Wildlife Group counted 92 Mergansers in the area of Langstone Harbour
they could see,
17. Goosander: At dusk on Dec 18 John Clark counted an impressive 43 birds (including
15 males) coming to roost at Ibseley Water near Ringwood.

18. Ruddy Duck: Also seen by John Clark at Ibsley Water on Dec 10 was a total of 10
Ruddy Ducks.
19. Ringed Plover: On Dec 18 Cliff Oakley's group found a total of 70 in the Hayling
Oysterbeds high tide roost - the first substantial count there this winter that I have
heard of.
20. Jack Snipe: The annual Chandlers Ford Wildlife Explorers Bird Watching competition
(organised by Simon Ingram who leads this RSPB junior group) took place at Eastleigh
Lakeside on Dec 17 and in just two hours the youngsters found an impressive total of
62 species, including a Jack Snipe
21. Woodcock: More cross-channel migrants have presumably been arriving to account
for a bird found on Climping West Beach (near Littlehampton at the mouth of the Arun)
on Dec 16 and another flushed from the beach at Dungeness on Dec 17
22. Spotted Redshank: Following the sighting of one in the Nore Barn area west of
Emsworth on Dec 15 Simon Wright saw one in the high tide Redshank roost at the
Hayling Oysterbeds on Dec 17 (going by past experience it is likely to be a regular
sight there through the rest of this winter)
23. Greenshank: One was on mud at the edge of the River Itchen in Southampton (just
south of Northam Bridge) on Dec 20 (along with the first winter Red-throated Diver
that has been there since Dec 8)
24. Common Sandpiper: One was found during the Dec 3 Portsmouth Harbour WeBS
count - it is recorded as being in the 'Reclamation Area' (i.e. the area north of the
Horsea Island and west of the M275 which was reclaimed back in the 1970s in order to
build the M27). Most of that area is occupied by Port Solent and by the huge
Paulsgrove landfill site which closed last year and I can only guess that the Sandpiper
was on the small artificial wader scrape created alongside the M275 just north of
Tipner Bridge as some tiny recompense for the huge loss of wader roost and feeding
habitat caused by the reclamation - this is I think the first bird of any interest to make
use of this facility in the ten years or so since it was built!
25. Sandwich Tern: Two were seen on the west shore of Portsmouth Harbour during the
Dec 3 WeBS count and these may well be winter resident in that harbour in addition to
the three more regularly seen in Chichester Harbour
26. Woodlark: On Dec 17 Derek Hale found six in a new plantation at Newchurch (halfway
between Newport and Sandown on the IoW). Market gardens and young plantations
seem to be among the preferred winter habitats of this species.
27. Blackbird: I still have not heard Song Thrush song this winter but at midday on Dec 21
as I was cycling past the Tesco garage carwash in Havant I heard and saw a
Blackbird in full throated song.
28. Long-tailed Tit: In January of 2004 a group of four 'white headed' northern race
Long-tailed Tits seen in the Lewes area caused much excitement for Sussex birders,
and on Dec 20 of this year another single 'white-headed' bird has been seen with
seven normal birds in the Horsham area.
29. Jackdaw: Both Jackdaws and Rooks have learnt to cling to the stalks of sunflower
plants and eat the seeds like finches in the Pannel Valley area of East Sussex
according to a recent report from Phil Jones, warden of the Pannel Valley reserve
(west of Rye).

30. Tree Sparrow: On Dec 20 Phil Jones also reports the presence of more than 100 Tree
Sparrows (and a similar number of Reed Buntings) in the Pannel Valley reserve
31. Hawfinch: At least one was in the Staple Ash Farm area on the edge of the West Dean
Woods (north of Chichester) on both Dec 17 and 18.
32. Snow Bunting: One has been around the carpark area east of the Hayling Golf
Course (and south of the mini Golf Course) from Dec 18 to 20 at least and may well still
be present but it is an inconspicuous female not easy to spot from a distance.
PLANTS
1. Hazel Catkins: These were open on a tree by the Hayling Billy Trail where it passes
the end of Grove Road in Havant on Dec 20. This leaves the December flowering list
total at 80 species but removes the uncertainty as to whether the previous report of
Hazel catkins referred to ones that were fully open.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
•

Brimstone: A female was flying in the Bourley Hill area of heathland between Fleet
and Aldershot on Dec 15 by Andy Barker who says this is the latest ever date he knows
of for a Brimstone on the wing.

•

Red Admiral: One flying at Portland on Dec 19

•

Peacock: One flying at Rye Harbour on Dec 19

OTHER
Nothing of special note
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1812

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 12 - 18 (WEEK 50)
Sun 18 Dec
A. Warblington Church to Budds Farm via Langstone
This morning I joined Kevin Stouse’s walk party at Warblington Church in bright winter
sunshine which had not yet raised the air temperature much above freezing. On my
way to Warblington I added the 80th entry to my December flowering list with Herb
Robert showing a single flower in the ‘twitchel’ path ftom Wade Court Road to Pook
Lane, and after crossing the A27 footbridge I found several hundred Brent assembling
in the large field nearest the Old Rectory on Pook Lane but did not see much else of
interest until I met the ground assembling in the church carpark where Kevin had just
seen a Sparrowhawk and and the first of perhaps 20 Song Thrushes that we were to
see throughout the morning.
Reaching the Warlington shore we found the sea glassy smooth with the tide just
starting to rise. All the expected waders were present including both Godwit species,
Curlew, Oystercatcher, Redshank, Golden, Grey, Green and Ringed Plover as
well as Dunlin and Turnstone - sadly no Knot. Wigeon, Teal and Shelduck were
numerous with many Brent flying north to join those already on the Warblington fields
and we had an early bonus in the shape of half a dozen Goldeneye among which two

males were throwing their heads back in courtship display - not usually seen until
spring passage time.
Nothing much more was seen while walking through the Langstone area unless you
count Mallard, Mute Swan, Moorhen and Coot on the village pond and a single
Stock Dove coming to perch above it - sadly no Kingfisher at the Old Mill (nor at the
West Mill on the other side of the village) and the next additions were on the South
Moors shore. Here we began with three Skylarks searching the tidemark for food and
later added Rock and Meadow Pipit with a single Egret near the Tamarisk Pool. Out
on the water towards the shore of North Binness we had close views of a dozen
Mergansers (again with two displaying males), and in the middle distance had a few
Great Crested Grebes and a magnificent view of 17 Black-necked Grebe paddling
north in line astern as if on parade to be seen and counted by us (later they began to
dive and feed making it much more difficult to assess the number).
Rounding the base of Budd’s Mound we saw nothing new on the water other than a
few Little Grebe so after a break for refreshment we climbed onto the mound to look at
the pools on which Pochard, Tufted Duck, Shoveler and Teal were all present in
reasonable numbers (Teal were the only ones to exceed 20) and with them we saw
one pair of Gadwall and had excellent views of the ‘Fudge Duck’ which slowly
pirouetted to show us all parts of its plumage before it posed alongside a male
Pochard to compare size and shape and to see how the reddish tinge in the head of
the hybrid matched the colour on the Pochard (confirming the Pochard x
Ferruginous parentage). We also compared the shape of its side panel with that on
nearby Tufted Ducks.
Before leaving we had a bonus in the shape of a Buzzard flying north overhead
twoards the A3M, and on the way back we found 20 Oystercatchers and 5 Curlews
feeding/high tide roosting on the orchid field of the South Moors. I left the group when
we crossed the main road at Langstone - they went back along the shore but I cut back
home up the Billy Trail, adding a Grey Wagtail to my list when passing the Lymbourne
stream. Altogether a very pleasant morning.
B. (Sun1812) Latest News and Reports
Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

Cattle Egret reported on fields north of Pagham Harbour

•

A juvenile Scaup at Titchfield Haven looking less like a Scaup than do some adult
Tufted Duck

•

Avocet flock of 18 birds near Farlington Marshes may well stay the winter

•

First Spotted Redshank of the winter on the Emsworth shore

•

Great Blackback gull, already seen murdering both Moorhen and Shag, now kills a
large Dogfish

•

Six Waxwing seen feeding on the carpark of Langstone Technology Park on Dec 15
but not again.

Plants
•

The Decembering flowering list reaches 80 species with Herb Robert, Tufted Vetch
and Field Forget-me-not

Insects
•

Hummingbird Hawkmoths look set to become a regular hibernating species in this
country

Other wildlife
•

Bottle-nosed Dolphin and Common Seal in the mouth of Langstone harbour (and a
surprise deliver of a live Sturgeon though the letterbox)

•

Hare flushed from its daytime woodland hideout in Stansted Forest

BIRDS
1. Grebes: A single Red-necked was off Inchmery Quay (east side of the mouth of the
Beaulieu River) on Dec 15 with two Slavonian and five Black-necked also in view on
the water - seen by Mike Rafter
2. Bittern: Derek Hale was lucky enough to get a glimpse of one at Titchfield Haven on
Dec 11, and on Dec 15 there was another sighting at the RSPB Dungeness reserve
where they have been present since at least Nov 26
3. Cattle Egret: Ian Barnard's website has an anonymous report of one being seen on
Dec 16 in the fields north of Pagham Harbour and east of Sidlesham - it was near the
Bremere Rife channel north of Marsh Farm
4. Bewick's Swan: On Dec 15 Derek Hale visited the Slimbridge reserve by the River
Severn and found more than 30 already present. By now there may be another 16 as
that number spent the night of Dec 15 at Pulborough Brooks and left early on Dec 16.
Further down the Arun, also on Dec 16, a herd of 24 (including six young birds) were
seen between Houghton Bridge and Bury (to the west of Amberley) and I suspect they
may stay in that area.
5. Whitefront Goose: Derek Hale found around 300 present at Slimbridge on Dec 15
(none yet reported from Hampshire, Sussex or the Isle of Wight)
6. Brent Goose: I recently suggested that the 500 or more Brent regularly being seen
grazing on fields in the Climping area just west of the mouth of the R Adur were unlikely
to commute between that area and Pagham Harbour which is around 15 km west of
the fields. On Dec 15, however, Chris Seaton saw around 700 Brent flying east over
the sea just off Bognor at around 8am so I guess they do commute between the two.
7. Egyptian Goose: At least five were on Tundry Pond to the west of Fleet in north
Hampshire on Dec 16. Steve Mansfield had seen two adults with 11 young
(presumably not one brood!) at Tundry on Sep 5 and John Clark had a peak count of
48 at the Fox Lane (Eversley) gravel pits to the north of the pond On Oct 2. None have
been reported at Titchfield Haven since Aug 13.
8. Pochard: The flock at Titchfield Haven increased from 26 coming to the evening feed
on Dec 4 to 34 on Dec 5 and now numbers 42 (on Dec 14)
9. Scaup: On Dec 14 John Shillitoe and Ian Cox saw a single bird on the river at Titchfield
Haven and John wrote .. "The head shape looked nicely domed compared to the
neaby Tufties and it was also perceptibly larger, with a broad bill. We were a bit
disappointed about the restricted size of the white at the base of the bill. Could that
make it a first winter bird?" Checking this out with Keith Vinicombe's MacMillan Guide
to Bird Identification I was interested to see illustrations of a female Tufted Duck with a
large white patch all around the base of the bill and a first winter female Scaup with the
white restricted to the lores (forming two small patches on either side of the base of the

bill, not joining across the top of the bill). The young Scaup also has a dull yellow eye
compared to the bright yellow of an adult Scaup or Tufty and has a larger black nail at
the tip of its broader bill
10. Common Scoter: A report of more than 200 on the water of Rye Bay on Dec 15 is only
a little more than the 200 there on Dec 4 but no other site on the south coast has
reported more than the 97 that were off Portland Bill on Nov 27
11. Smew: The four birds reported at Rye Harbour on Dec 11 had increased to 5 (including
three males) there on Dec 14. So far no other south coast sites have had these
excellent winter birds.
12. Marsh Harrier: One was at the Pannel Valley site west of Rye on Dec 13, reminding
me that the 2004 Sussex Bird Report has as one of its highlights the first ever recorded
breeding of Marsh Harriers in the county - one pair raised two young somewhere in
East Sussex during 2004
13. Hen Harrier: A ringtail was soaring over the Exbury area of the Hampshire coast when
Mike Rafter was at Inchmery on Dec 15
14. Avocet: Ieuan Lewis saw 18 in the Shutt Lake area of Langstone Harbour
(immediately west of the Farlington Marshes lake) on Dec 14, exactly the same
number that he saw there on Nov 23. Taken with three other sightings of up to 13 birds
there on intervening dates it is beginning to look as if this flock intend to stay through
the winter.
15. Spotted Redshank: On Dec 15 Brian Fellows had one in the Nore Barn area at the
west end of the Emsworth shoreline with 52 Black-tailed Godwits. As far as I know this
is the first report of one from the Emsworth-Langstone section of Chichester Harbour
this winter though one has been seen at West Wittering on Nov 5 and Dec 4, and one
was in the Fishbourne channel of Chichester Harbour on Nov 24 (maybe all sightings
of one bird?)
16. Great Blackback Gull: Yet another indictment of this species as a brutal killer is
brought by Steve Piggott who on Dec 15 watched one have a lengthy battle with a
Dogfish before eventually killing it on the Hurst Spit shore near Lymington. This
autumn we have already reported two other cases of murder most foul by Blackbacks on Sept 24 one was seen to kill a Moorhen at Rye Harbour and on Nov 5 one set about
a Shag and took ten minutes to kill it at Christchurch Harbour. I suppose some might
regard any fish as lawful prey for a gull but I feel that in all three cases the gull was just
showing its killer instinct rather than a real need for food.
17. Waxwing: On Dec 15 six Waxwing were seen feeding on Cotoneaster berries in the
carpark of what is now called the Langstone Technology Park just south of the A27
near the Langstone roundabout giving access to Havant and Hayling. They were seen
by someone working in one of the offices and the reliability of the report is vouched for
by David Taylor who put the news on Hoslist - there have been no other sightings there
or anywhere since that date as far as I know though one was seen for at least 30
minutes on that same day at Pett on the shore of Rye Bay near Hastings
18. Corvid roost: A total of around 1000 Jackdaws and 400 Rooks were seen coming to
roost in Tottington Wood near the east bank of the River Adur just north of the Downs
(near Small Dole, south of Henfield) on the evening of Dec 14. There is probably a
similar corvid roost in the MoD Defence Muntions site on the north west shore of
Portsmouth Harbour and I am surprised that we do not hear of what must be a
spectacular sight on winter mornings and evenings as many hundred Corvids come to
and go from it but the only reports I have seen are of birds passing over the Titchfield

Haven area which is five or six kilometres west of the probable roost site (and which
probably sees only part of the traffic as in past years many birds have been seeing
going north from the roost to spend their days north of Portsdown - those going over
Titchfield feed in the Southampton Water/New Forest area).
19. Brambling: On Dec 16 the finch flock around Lee Farm on the Sussex Downs south
east of Amberley had at least 120 Brambling and 150 Chaffinch plus 20 Reed
Buntings and 160 Corn Bunting were in the same general area
20. Linnet: On Dec 10 an estimated 220 Linnets were on the open fields around
Newlands Farm south of Fareham and north of Stubbington. 55 Skylark, around 85
Meadow Pipits and 70 Pied Wagtails were also in that area (which I believe to be one
of the areas likely to be covered by new housing in the not too distant future)
PLANTS
1. The December flowering list now stands at exactly 80 species with Herb Robert
discovered showing a single flower in Havant on Dec 16. Other recent additions have
been ...
2. Sweet Alison: Although seen in gardens earlier in the month my first find of apparently
self sown plants away from gardens was made on Dec 14
3. Tufted Vetch: One plant still had flowers along the Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes
cycleway on Dec 15
4. White Melilot: Still flowering in the Broadmarsh small carpark on Dec 15
5. Field Forget-me-not: One plant still showing one or two flowers discovered in an alley
way in the West Leigh area of Havant on Dec 14
6. Chinese Mugwort: A look at the plants by the Broadmarsh cycleway on Dec 15
showed some flowers still with their brown-red petals.
INSECTS
1. Hummingbird Hawkmoth (B&F 1984): We are reasonably familiar with winter
sightings of Red Admiral butterflies which have had a tendency to appear on sunny
days in most of the winters that I can remember but I have been surprised in the last
few winters to hear reports of Hummingbird Hawkmoths in the winter. I first became
aware that they attempt to hibernate in this country when I read of one being seen
resting (hibernating) in a cool corridor of the Royal Sussex Hospital in Brighton on 10
Jan 2003, then in 2004 one was nectaring in a Southampton garden (also on Jan 10)
and that was followed by nine sightings in February before what were probably
migrants started to arrive from Mar 3 onwards. In 2005 the only January sighting was in
Guernsey but on Mar 10 one was found inside a building in Suffolk in a worn condition
suggesting that it had hibernated there while on Mar 9 one was flying around inside a
Fareham supermarket (again maybe having just woken up and feeling the need for
warmth and food). This winter we have news of one flying in south Cornwall on Dec 10
and another seen on Dec 13 around flourescent lights in an office at Broadstairs in
Kent - possibly hoping to spend the winter there?
OTHER
1. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: Around mid-day on Dec 15, when the tide was still high, a
Bottle-nosed Dolphin was seen in the Langstone Harbour entrance near the Ferry
from both the Hayling and Eastney shores - the ferryman thought that there were two in
the area. This is probably the same animal that was off Yarmouth (IoW) at the end of

October (christened 'Ethelred' by locals there) and which has since made several
appearances in the mouth of Portsmouth Harbour (and been photographed to appear
in THE NEWS under the name of Spinnaker). I wonder if the 'Hayling Islander' paper
will feature it under a third name?
2. Common Seal: On Dec 14, the day before the Dolphin was seen, Mark Cutts had a
Seal sighting near the Hayling Ferry - I presume this was a Common Seal from the
Chichester Harbour colony.
3. Fallow Deer: When the Petersfield Wildlife Group visited Pulborough Brooks on Dec
14 they came on a herd of 31 Fallow Deer - although there was no mention of their
colour these were probably the very dark (almost black) coated animals which
escaped from the grounds of Parham House some years ago and which acquired their
distinctive colour though a hundred years or more of in-breeding when they were
confined to the grounds.
4. Hare: Jim Berry was lucky enough to put one up when walking through the north east
of the Stansted Forest woodland on Dec 14. I am glad to hear that some still lie up
there during the day before venturing out to feed on the fields as it is a good few years
since I saw one there - I usually wander a bit off the paths when I am there in the hope
of flushing either Woodcock or Hare but this year my only surprise thereabouts was to
get a very close view of a Roe Deer kid on June 7 - when I disturbed them the mother
fled away from me but the kid had not seen me and ran straight towards me until only a
few yards away!
5. Fungi: Richard Carpenter reports recent finds of Clouded Agaric (now called
Clouded Funnel) on Dec 11, Shaggy Inkcap on Dec 14 and Fairy Ring
Champignon on Dec 16. This week here in Havant I can add fresh growth of
Bjerkandera adusta (which now has the English name of Smoky Bracket) on a tree
stump close to my home.
6. Sturgeon: The Portsmouth NEWS on Dec 16 carries an unusual story of how a lady
recently heard strange noises which brought her out of bed at 6am to find a 10 inch
long Sturgeon writhing on the carpet in the hallway of her house. Afraid to handle it
herself she phoned for her father who came round armed with bucket of water and
tongs with which he captured the fish and restored it - still alive - to a watery
environment. A new home was found for it in a Havant garden centre/aquarium and it
may still live to produce caviar. The most probable explanation is that vandals took it
from a garden pond and pushed it through the letter box of the house where it was
found
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1512
Sat 17 Dec
A. West Leigh and Denvilles area of Havant
Delivering a few Christmas cards this morning my route went from New Lane in the
West Leigh area across the railway footbridge to the Rowan Road area of Denvilles
and back over the more southerly footbridge.
Approaching the Downley Road bridge I checked out the tiny road cul de sac which in
summer has an interesting selection of plants, and today it still had one flower on the
clump of Common Poppies with a healthy unopen bud still to come, anf beside the
alleyway leading to the bridge a plant of Field Forget-me-not still had flowers.
In view of the sighting of six Waxwings in the Havant area a couple of days ago I took
a good look at the berries in Rowan Road which attracted the birds last winter but the

only bird there was a Mistle Thrush, possibly the one that was trying to defend the
berries against all comers last winter.
Turning into Marlborough Park road I found plenty of flowering Sweet Alison well
away from any garden, and on my way home I passed several flowering plants of
Wavy Bittercress in Fourth Avenue
Thu 15 Dec
A. Bedhampton and Broadmarsh
An afternoon ride to old Bedhampton took me over the Hermitage Stream outside the
Water Company ‘Bedhampton Springs’ site where a Grey Wagtail was bobbing
beside the stream, and then past Bedhampton Mill pool where the only birds of interest
were five Tufted Ducks. At St Thomas’s Church Pellitory of the Wall was still
flowering, and from there I headed along Lower Road towards the A3M/A27
interchange where Common Toadflax was still in flower near the usual large display
of Winter Heliotrope.
On the mud of the Chalkdock channel area off Broadmarsh there was a good show of
Brent and waders of which I noted a small flock of 12 Knot and a larger one of 163
Lapwing. Alongside the cycleway the Chinese Mugwort still had a few flowers with
reddish-brown petals and nearby I found Tufted Vetch still in flower.
Coming back via the small carpark White Melilot still had flowers and near the slipway
Oxford Ragwort was still in flower to add to Hoary Ragwort seen earlier by the
roadside.
Wed 14 Dec
A. (Wed1512) Latest News and Reports
Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

First Smew of the winter arrive at Rye Harbour

•

Red Kite breeding confirmed in West Sussex

•

Can Pheasants detect loud bangs more quickly than our ears hear them?

•

Laughing Gull back at Gosport

•

8000 Auks flying past Dungeness in two hours on Dec 12

•

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker drumming in East Sussex on Dec 11

•

Song Thrush song heard in Havant on Dec 10

•

Marsh Tit on Hayling Island is an unusual find.

•

Eagle Owl taking rare wildfowl from a reserve near Lewes

Plants
•

Among unexpected recent flowerings are Musk Thistle and Vipers Bugloss on
Portsdown

Insects

•

Several out of season moths include Black Rustic, Double-striped Pug, Turnip
Moth and Scrobipalpa costella

•

An uncommon 16-spot Ladybird found hibernating on the shore of Chichester
Harbour

BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: Dan Houghton saw one off Titchfield Haven on Dec 13 when
nine were seen from Rye Harbour but these figures give little indication of the passage
that was probably taking place just over the horizon - from Dungeness 180 of these
divers were seen passing that morning
2. Black-throated Diver: It looks as if the bird which was seen by Bob Chapman to fly in
to the Keyhaven/Hurst area on Dec 4 is still there. It has been seen by Mike Rafter on
Dec 8, John Pleasance on Dec 10 and Dave Pearson on Dec 13
3. Red-necked Grebe: One of these was also seen in the Lymington area on Dec 4, 8,
and 10 by the above observers, and then on Dec 11 Russell Wynn saw it among a
flock of Mergansers and heard it making wailing calls (which he said remined him of
some calls made by Peregrines). It has not been seen since in the west Solent but on
Dec 13 George Spraggs had one back on the sea off the mouth of Chichester Habour
(probably not the same bird!)
4. Slavonian Grebe: George Spraggs also had one or more of these off Sandy Point
(Hayling) on Dec 13 when an anonymous report on the SOS website said that two
Black-necked Grebes had been seen in Chichester Harbour from Thorney Island without knowing more about this sighting I would suspect that the two birds were
actually Slavonian Grebes (of which Bernie Forbes saw 4 off East Head on Dec 6 and
Richard Fairbank had one there on Dec 4). The only Black-necked Grebe sighting in
Chichester Harbour that I am aware of was a 'possible' back on Nov 5.
5. Shag: When Ian Watts had a look at the River Itchen around Northam Bridge in
Southampton on Dec 12 to see if the young Red-throated Diver which he had seen in
the river on Dec 8 and 9 was still there he did not see it but did see another unexpected
bird - a Shag. I was not aware of these being seen on 'inland waters' but I see that
there were 16 inland records for the 1961 to 1991 period dealt with in Birds of
Hampshire.
6. Little Egret: I was interested to see news of one flying in off the sea at Dungeness on
Dec 13 showing that cross-Channel northward passage is still occurring in
mid-December.
7. Brent Goose: A small flock of around 200 birds which had been at Christchurch
Harbour from late November to Dec 12 was down to 4 birds on Dec 13 - the CHOG
website entry for Dec 10 includes .. "203 Brent Goose were grazing by the Warden's
Caravan before having a dog unleashed on them!" .. and on Dec 12 .. "The Brent
Goose again numbered just over 200 and for the second time in a week were being
worried by an errant dog, which then went on to terrorise the rest of East Marsh."
8. Eider: The size of the flock off Titchfield Haven continues to edge up - on Dec 13 Dan
Houghton counted 89 there.
9. Velvet Scoter: The single female/immature bird was still off Titchfield Haven on Dec
13 but more are moving down channel - on Dec 9 three went past Portland and on Dec
11 six were seen from Selsey (though these were going east)

10. Smew: The first confident report of these for the winter comes from Rye Harbour on
Dec 11 when four birds (including a male) were there.
11. Red Kite: Yvonne Munro was near the top of Bow Hill above Kingley Vale (north of
Chichester) around midday on Dec 12 when the mewing of a Buzzard attracted her
attention and looking up she saw two Buzzards and a Red Kite which circled peacefully
close above her for some minutes.
More signficant than this single sighting is the news in the 2004 Sussex Bird Report
which has just reached me of confirmed breeding by Red Kites in West Sussex
during 2004 - two young were hatched, wing tagged with letters "Y" and "Z" and
successfully flew from the nest
12. Merlin: On Dec 8 Bob Dalrymple had just seen the Snow Bunting on the Church
Norton Spit when a female Merlin flew in low and landed on the path giving him terrific
views - a happier story than that of the newly arrived male Snow Bunting which Pete
Durnell was watching fly over the Normandy Marshes (Lymington) on Nov 4 when a
Peregrine also saw it and had it for lunch.
13. Pheasant: On Dec 11 Peter Thompson, who lives a little south of Alresford, wrote on
Hoslist .. "I was woken this morning at around 6am by what seemed to be every cock
Pheasant in the locality "crowing" - a hell of a din that went on for a good minute or so,
with some individuals continuing for a minute or two longer. I thought at the time
something had definitely upset them in a big way! I have since turned on the news to
hear about the explosion at Hemel Hempstead - at around 6am. Is it possible that
Pheasants, roosting up trees in central Hampshire, heard/felt that explosion?
"I have always been amazed how Pheasants make a racket a few seconds before the
human ear hears a "sonic" boom from Concord, (when it was still flying) or the boom of
guns on Salisbury plain. What are they reacting to - noise or vibration or something
else? Also, why do Pheasants seem to be particularly effected by this, and do other
birds show this trait as well?"
Christine Emm added .. "We used to hear Concord's double boom at 10pm every night
- the pheasants began calling just before the first boom"
A further twist to this strand of inquiry comes from Pete Smith who writes .. "Just a
thought - if pheasants are so good at detecting imminent bangs how do they manage
to get shot!?"
14. Golden Plover: The flock in the Eastleigh Lakeside area was up to 244 birds on Dec
10
15. Knot: The number of these present in both Langstone and Chichester Harbours
seems to have increased recently - on Dec 10 Tom Bickerton watched several small
groups, totalling at least 60 birds, flying east over Langstone Bridge to join other
waders feeding between Langstone and Northney and the Havant Wildlife Group had
a further small flock in the Cobnor Point/Bosham channel area that day.
16. Purple Sandpiper: In addition to recent reports of small numbers at Barton on sea and
at Christchurch Harbour (at either end of Christchurch Bay) on Dec 10 Bob Chapman
found 5 at Highcliffe, a couple of kilometres west of Barton. Maybe these are in
addition to previous reports but more likely they represent just another observation of a
group of birds that move around the shores of the bay.
17. Whimbrel: On Dec 10 Paul Bowley found two Whimbrel in Pagham Harbour (where a
single had been seen on Nov 22 and Dec 3) and on Dec 13 another two were reported
from another regular wintering site along the west shore of Thorney Island.

18. Laughing Gull: At least one of the birds that were being reported during the Nov 4 to
22 period along the south coast seems to have stayed on, being seen at Langstone
village on Dec 3 and back at Gosport on Dec 11 (with the regular Ring-billed Gull also
still there)
19. Sandwich Tern: An anonymous report indicates that three were in Chichester
Harbour, seen from Thorney Island, on Dec 13
20. Auk species: A two hour count of passing birds off Dungeness on Dec 12 recorded
8000 Auks going west with more than 1000 passing Portland Bill that day. On Dec 13
George Spraggs saw both Guillemot and Razorbill from Sandy Point on Hayling but
gives no numbers.
21. Short-eared Owl: More than half a dozen have been hunting the Lewes Brooks area
(south of the town) recently and Dec 13 brought an anonymous report of one again
seen on Thorney Island.
22. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: With leaves now off the trees there is a much better
chance of seeing these elusive birds and David Holland saw one by the Tanner's
Brook (near Southampton General Hospital) on Dec 13 but on Dec 11 Cliff Dean heard
one drumming in Guestling Wood north of Hastings
23. Song Thrush: On Dec 10 (the day after Steve Mansfield's report of one singing in the
Farnborough area) Tom Bickerton heard one sounding off near the Havant Civic
Offices at 2:30pm - no other reports so far!
24. Marsh Tit: George Spraggs tells me that one has been in the Sinah Warren area of
south Hayling for a few weeks and that he located it on Dec 13. I don't think I have
previously heard of this species being on the Island but I see that it is listed in Pete
Durnell's book as being a scarce visitor there in winter only - presumably this is a
young bird which has not yet established a breeding territory as I believe that once
these birds do settle down they tend to stay in the same small area throughout the
year.
25. Hawfinch: After several reports of up to a dozen Hawfinch in the area on the edge of
the West Dean Woods just east of Staple Ash Farm (around SU 842151) Paul Stevens
on Dec 9 came on three of them close to Yew Tree Cottage (SU 836155) and on Dec
10 Simon Ingram was delighted to add one to his Eastleigh Lakeside site list.
26. Snow Bunting: Although Russell Wynn saw one at Hurst Castle on Oct 31 it did not
stay but on Dec 8 a couple of females returned to a favoured site on Hurst Spit at the
Keyhaven end and were seen on the next two days but by Dec 13 Dave Pearson could
only see one bird there.
27. Corn Bunting: The winter flock at the Rye Harbour reserve had built up to 150+ birds
by Dec 5 and on Dec 13 Sam Smith reported a count of 215. Last winter the peak count
was of 240 birds there in January.
28. Escapees: On Dec 11 a juvenile Lanner was seen near the Sidlesham Ferry Pool at
Pagham Harbour but a couple of more worrying reports concern Eagle Owls in
Sussex. I have heard about Fox Hunts 'evading the law' by carrying birds of prey and
saying that they are not hunting with dogs but with birds of prey, and it seems that there
are at least rumours that some hunts are using (and maybe losing) Eagle Owls. I read
that the Sussex Wildlife Police Officer saw a 'loose' Eagle Owl near a pub at Alfriston
(near the Cuckmere Valley) on Dec 9 but was not able to see if it was ringed or had
jesses, Then on Dec 11 the SOS website had an item from David Williams saying the
an Eagle Owl wearing jesses had recently been taking 'prize specimens' from the
Bentley Wildfowl Reserve (north east of Lewes and south of Uckfield).

PLANTS
1. December flowering list now stands at 74 species. Recent additions are ...
2. Thale Cress: Found in Havant with flowers and fruit on Dec 12
3. Great Mullein: Seen on Portsdown on Dec 14 by John Goodspeed
4. Grey Field Speedwell: Found in Havant with flowers on Dec 12
5. Viper's Bugloss: Seen on Portsdown on Dec 14 by John Goodspeed
6. Musk Thistle: Also seen on Portsdown on Dec 14 by John Goodspeed
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Red Admiral: Sightings continue unabated with the latest coming from Dean
Hill (just over the Hampshire border into Wiltshire near Whiteparish) on Dec 10
and from both Portland and Cosham (Portsmouth) on Dec 11

o

Small Tortoiseshell: A single sighting of one at Portland on Dec 11 was
probably the result of someone living locally and expecting visitors for
Christmas heating up the spare room in their house while opening the window
to air the room - this was the first report of this species since the end of its
normal season on Oct 25

o

Peacock: One was seen recently in the north Emsworth area, looking
reasonably happy in the sunshine but probably suffering the same disturbance
as the Small Tortoiseshell. There had been three reports of these in early
November but none since Nov 14.

2. Moths:
o

Scrobipalpa costella (B&F 0819): This moth is most frequently seen in August
with the first appearing in May and the last being seen in November so one
taken by George Spraggs on Hayling Island on Dec 7 was a late specimen.

o

December Moth (B&F 1631): This species came to George Spraggs trap on
Dec 7, 8, and 9 (the earliest reports this winter were on Nov 5 and 6)

o

Double-striped Pug (B&F 1862): Though this can be found in every month of
the year it is most frequent in August and one was found in Mike Stoneman's
house at Cosham (Portsmouth) on Dec 11. This was presumably one of an
abnormal third generation (caterpillars of this species pupate in October and
normally do not emerge until next April).

o

Mottled Umber (B&F 1935): One of these came to a trap in Mike Stoneman's
Cosham garden recently - this species is normally seen from November to
January inclusive

o

Turnip Moth (B&F 2087): This moth is not normally found in Hampshire as late
as December but one was trapped at Portland Bill on Dec 9.

o

Black Rustic (B&F 2232): One in George Spraggs' moth trap on Dec 8 was the
latest ever recorded in Hampshire by 7 days - it is not normally seen after the
end of October.

3. Other insects:

o

16-spot Ladybird (Tytthaspis sedecimpunctata): On Dec 10 the Havant
Wildlife Group found a cluster of these small black-spotted beige Ladybirds
apparently hibernating in Butcher's Broom by the seawall of the Chidam
penninsula across the water of Chichester Harbour from Bosham. Brian Fellows
feels reasonably confident over their id after searching Harde's Field Guide to
Beetles and checking pictures of the species on the internet.

OTHER
Nothing to report in this update
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1112
Tue 13 Dec
A. To Langstone and back
On this morning’s poster run to Langstone the tide was fully up when I reached the
shore and the only birds on the water were a few Black-headed Gulls.
At the north end of the A27 underpass beside the Langbrook stream just one flower of
Water Forget-me-not could still be seen but there were still flowers beside it on
Meadow Buttercup and Red Clover. Beside the pavement at the Langstone
roundabout I stopped to check the leaves of Black Medick spilling out onto the
pavement where yellow flowers had caught my eye a couple of weeks ago - lifting the
leaves I found two flowerheads still sheltering beneath them!
Mon 12 Dec
A. Around Havant
Wandering around Havant this morning I added two unexpected plants to my
December flowering list with Thale Cress and Grey Field Speedwell - the former had
both open flowers and distinctive thin seed pods while the latter (a fresh plant which I
first noticed last week) had three closed flower buds which I feel sure will have opened
when the sun got round to shining on them. Another plant which I had already seen in
flower this month, and which was still eligible to be counted, was the Honeysuckle at
the New Lane level crossing bridge.
While I was out Sue Drewett called at our house and left a message that she had
recently seen a Peacock butterfly on the wing (probably as the result of someone
turning on the heating in a spare room in anticipation of having visitors at Christmas
and unwittingly awaking a visitor already there who preferred the cold).

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR DEC 5 - 11 (WEEK 49)
Sun 11 Dec
A. (Sun1112) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports ...... Wed0712
Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

Great Northern Diver: One in Langstone Harbour on Dec 7

•

Slavonian Grebe
: 14 in Langstone Harbour on Dec 6 and 7

•

Bittern
: One back at the Blashford Lakes in last week of November

•

Brent Goose
: Another large 'inland' flock found on the north slopes of Portsdown

•

Golden Plover
: Flock of 800 close to Langstone Bridge is the largest there this winter

•

Hoopoe
: Late report of one at Catisfield (Fareham) on Dec 3

•

Song Thrush
: first song of the season heard on Dec 9

•

Radde's Warbler
: A new bird for Hampshire found at Basingstoke on Dec 7

•

Rook
: Two reports of birds already sitting on their nests!

Plants
•

December flowering list now up to 68 (but should Hazel catkins be excluded?)

Insects
•

A very late report of Bedstraw Hawkmoth in Totton this summer

•

Did you know that Flesh flies give birth to live young?

Other Wildlife
•

Thousands of Starfish washed up on the shore of Rye Bay

BIRDS
•

Red-throated Diver: We see relatively few of these along the Hampshire coast but I
hear that large numbers winter in bays along the shores of Cornwall and I expect those
numbers are now building up as this week brings reports of 12 flying past Portland on
Dec 7 and 42 flying east along the north Kent Coast on Dec 8. Unusually Ian Watts has
been watching a young bird in the River Itchen at Southampton - he first saw it on Dec
8 on the river at Chessell Bay (the first big bend in the river downstream of Northam
Bridge) from where it flew upstream, but it was back on the river in the Northam Bridge
area on Dec 9.

•

Black-throated Diver: Mike Rafter saw one in the Hurst area near Keyhaven on Dec 8
but I do not know if this was the one which Bob Chapman saw at Keyhaven on Dec 4
staying on in the area or a new bird passing through.

•

Great Northern Diver: John Shillitoe saw one in the Bridge Lake area of Langstone
Harbour north of the Oysterbeds on Dec 7.

•

Red-necked Grebe: The only local report in the past few days is of one in the Hurst
area of the west Solent on Dec 8

•

Slavonian Grebe: The first report of the winter from Chichester Harbour was of one off
West Wittering on Dec 4 but on Dec 6 Bernie Forbes saw four from East Head

•

Black-necked Grebe: On Dec 7 John Shillitoe saw 14 in Langstone Harbour to the
north of the Oysterbeds, confirming my more doubtful count of 14 there on Dec 6

•

Bittern: An undated report of one back at the Blashford Lakes comes from Jim Day,
warden of the HWT education centre there, who writes on Dec 1 that he had seen one
there 'in the past week'

•

Mute Swan: Brian Fellows found 69 at the top of the Bosham Channel (at Cutmill
Creek) on Dec 6 but does not mention any in the Fishbourne Channel which he also
visited this week (Last year there were around 100 there on Nov 13 and 112 on Dec
16)

•

Whooper Swan: Back in mid-November when Derek Hale went to Welney in
Lincolnshire he saw more than 200 there but the only reports I have seen from
southern England this winter all come from Kent - on Nov 22 there were six at Oare
Marshes near Faversham, on Nov 25 two were seen at the Dungeness RSPB reserve
and now I read of two in the Stour Valley on Dec 4 - all of these were passing birds

•

Canada Goose: For those who like to be aware of the location of the enemy I see that
the Nov 30 WeBS count at Titchfield Haven found 319 present (no mention of the two
'white' birds) and I suspect that there is another 100 in Portsmouth Harbour (103
present for the Nov 5 WeBS count) plus around 250 at Brading Marshes on the IoW.
The only other big flock in our area is likely to be at Pulborough Brooks (700 on Nov 7).
There are almost certainly other flocks around but I have no reports from places like
Farlington Marshes or Pagham Harbour.

•

Brent Goose: Since my last comment on these Bob Chapman has found a substantial
inland flock of 270 birds feeding on the north side of Portsdown in Widley Farm fields
above Purbrook Heath (the 150 which Doug Robertson found near the Waterlooville
Fire Station on Plant Farm fields on Dec 4 may be in addtion to the 270 or they may be
part of the same flock that flew further north on Dec 4). Bob Chapman also had single
Pale Bellied and Brant in his flock.

•

Shelduck: Looking east from Langstone Bridge on Dec 9 I could see a total of 58
birds.

•

Gadwall: The Nov 30 WeBS count at Titchfield Haven found 20 birds there (there were
114 at Rye Harbour that day) and numbers remain low in our area though on Dec 6
there were two pairs on the Budds Farm pools (seen by John Gowen)

•

Pintail: The major influx which brough 290 to Pulborough Brooks on Dec 4 has now
brought more birds into Chichester Harbour - on Dec 9 Brian Fellows saw 12 in the
Fishbourne Channel and on Dec 10 I counted at least 55 in Nutbourne Bay in fading
light.

•

Marsh Harrier: None have been seen at Titchfield Haven since Oct 21 and the last
report from anywhere in Hampshire was of one over Farlington Marshes on Oct 30 - I
assume these were passage birds heading south and that none have stayed in
Hampshire for the winter but I see that in Kent at least 12 went to a communal roost in
the Kent Stour valley on Dec 8.

•

Common Buzzard: Recent reports of a Rough-legged Buzzard in Pagham Harbour
have been discounted as there is an unusually pale Common Buzzard currently in the
area.

•

Golden Plover: A flock of around 800 was standing motionless on the Northney
Saltings when I looked from Langstone Bridge on Dec 9.

•

Knot: Brian Fellows found 10 feeding among Dunlin in Eastney Lake (Portsmouth end
of the Hayling Ferry) on Dec 7

•

Purple Sandpiper: Dec 8 brought eight to Christchurch Harbour and what were
probably an additional two to Barton on sea area that day but there have been no more
sightings at Southsea Castle since Dec 6

•

Jack Snipe: Richard Levett saw one in the Hook/Warsash area on Dec 4

•

Black-tailed Godwit: Although these may remain faithful to a general area during the
winter months they readily move from place to place within that area in response to
factors that influence the availability of food. While this movement can be seen daily by
watching feeding flocks on the shore moving from place to place as the tide clears or
covers particular mud flats I wonder how the birds become aware of e.g. the flooding of
the fields at the north end of Titchfield Haven on Dec 3 which immediately brought
several hundred birds to feed there from relatively distant places

•

Green Sandpiper: The Havant area does not seem to have any of these wintering
here (though I see that last winter none appeared until January) and I am eoncouraged
that we may soon see them here by the appearance of one in a pony paddock in the
Bridgemary area of Gosport on Dec 8

•

Turnstone: Although there are plenty of these anywhere that has weedy shores along
the south coast I was surprised to read of a nightly roost of more than 300 birds
gathering on the shore at Hastings (St Leonard's area) where they can be seen in the
light of the street lamps here where the main road runs along the seafront. My surprise
was partly at this gathering being apparently independent of other roosting waders,
and partly because I was under the impression that roost times for waders were
determined by the tide times, not by light and dark. This is of course another
demonstration of my own ignorance of shore birds, as while many waders probe for
food with long bills and find their prey using sensitive bill tips which are equally
effective by night or day, others (praticularly the Plovers) are dependent on their
eyesight to spot prey and cannot feed effectively in the dark. I guess that Turnstones
are in the latter category (as probably are Sanderling)

•

Hoopoe: There were 8 sightings in the spring between the end of March (near
Pagham Harbour) and the beginning of May (near Henfield in Sussex) with no further
birds until Nov 14 when one was seen flying west over south Hayling. Maybe that bird
did not leave us for now Richard Carpenter has heard of a further sighting in the
Catisfield area of Fareham on Dec 3.

•

Pied Wagtail: Large flocks of autumn passage birds seen on the move by day ceased
to be reported in the first half of October but some of these birds have settled with us
for the winter and can be found using communal night roosts, spreading out each day
to feed where they can. The first such roost that I heard of was at Horsham where 180+
were at a small pond south of the town on Oct 20 and two days later a roost of 350+
was reported. On Oct 27 Kevin Stouse saw at least 120 at dusk in the Portsmouth
Gunwarf Quays shopping centre and Oct 31 brought news of 200+ at a Waterlooville
industrial estate, and from Basingstake a report that 300+ had been seen recently
roosting in Eastrop Park. The next report was of around 150 using Eastleigh sewage
works on Nov 16 and now (Dec 8) Paul Boswell had found 300+ at the Tesco site in
Hook (north Hampshire). Anyone out shopping around sunset in the next few days
should keep a look out for these birds.

•

Song Thrush: Steve Mansfield is the first to hear Song Thrush song this winter - one
was sounding off in freezing fog at 7:20am in the Southwood area of Farnborough on
Dec 9

•

Redwing: Still no significant number of these being reported in Hampshire but Peter
Raby did see a group of 9 in his Gosport garden on Dec 8 (I have already reported 6
taking Holly berries in a Havant garden on Dec 4). The biggest flock of Fieldfares in
the county seems to be around 40 birds in the Meon valley near Beacon Hill at Exton.

•

Dartford Warbler: In many areas these are seen regularly but I was pleased to see
one by chance on Sinah Common (south Hayling) on Dec 9

•

Radde's Warbler: The discovery of one at a private site in Basingstoke on Dec 7
added a new species to the Hampshire County List. It's location and even the identity
of the finder have so far been withheld in an attempt to deter the avalanche of tick-mad
'birders' with no respect for property rights, or the privacy rights of the bird, who would
descend on the site if they knew where it was. A pity that there are such people as I see
that there was a good chance of seeing the bird from public access areas (but not a
high chance with a bird that is a skulker by nature!) but the bird was also using a
'security sensitive' site where trespassing could have had dire consequences with the
current shoot to kill anti-terrorist policy. All I know is that the identity of the bird has
been confidently established by photos, sight and voice and it is not the more likely
Dusky Warbler but a genuine Radde's very late in the year (those that get lost on their
way south from Siberia and turn up in south east Britain usually do so in late
September or October - the two birds which I know of this autumn were caught and
ringed at Sandwich Bay on Oct 7 and Portland Bill on Oct 10). Congratulations to the
finder and commiserations to the poor lost bird that may well already be dead from
exhaustion and recent frost.

•

Marsh Tit: Although not yet effectively extinct in Hampshire (as its cousin the Willow
Tit seems to be) Marsh Tit is becoming harder to find each year and so a count of 7
found in the Botley Woods by Richard Carpenter on Dec 4 is a good record.

•

Rook: Dave Holt (who presumably lives somewhere in Hampshire but is keeping the
location secret) wrote on Hoslist on Dec 7 that he had seen Rooks around their nests
for the past three weeks and that some of the birds could now be seen sitting in their
nests (though I don't think he was suggesting that they have laid any eggs!). Peter
Raby in Gosport has also seen four occupied nests out of a group of seven. I wonder if
the birds have a premonition of hard weather to come and think the best way to survive
is to sit in a windproof nest with a layer of snow acting as a duvet on top?

•

Starling: Maybe these have a different premonition about the weather in Britain as I
see that on Dec 9 a flock of 150 were seen flying in off the sea at Portland Bill and
heading on north. Also on that day I saw a similar flock of perhaps 200 birds out in the
centre of a field of young winter wheat on Hayling, moving fairly rapidly over the ground
but pecking at it in what seemed to be a feeding frenzy - can anyone suggest what they
might have been eating? If it provides a clue there was an Egret near them also
wandering along as if in search of food so I wonder if insects or their grubs were on the
menu?

•

Brambling: Both these and Siskins are not normally seen in gardens until well after
Christmas when food in the woods and fields is exhausted but several people have
already reported them at garden feeders - in particular Daryl Short in the Fishlake
Meadows area of Romsey tells me he now often sees 20 Bramblings at a time in his
garden - he told me this on Dec 5 when Richard Carpenter also told me of a flock of
around 20 Brambling that seems to have settled to feed with a Chaffinch flock in the

Meon valley south of Beacon Hill. Daryl also has at least three Siskins visiting his
garden feeders.
•

Hawfinch: The count of birds at the Staple Ash Farm site on the edge of the West
Dean woods north of Chichester went up to 12 on Dec 6 and on Dec 3 Daryl Short
found a single bird on allotments near Romsey railway station (not far south of the
Mercer Way site)

•

Snow Bunting: Although we have nothing locally to match the flock of 29 seen on the
north Kent coast on Dec 4 I see that two birds have returned to the Hurst spit off
Keyhaven (seen there on Dec 8 and 9), and at least one was on the Pagham Harbour
Church Norton spit at Dec 7 with two probably still present at East Head in Chichester
Harbour.

•

Escapees: A Lanner type falcon was seen in the Chichester West Dean Woods by
Bernie Forbes on Dec 6

PLANTS
1. My December flowering list (up to Dec 10) stands at 68 species (but see below re
Hazel catkins). My latest additions to the list are ....
2. Hazel Catkins: When I read an entry on HOSLIST reporting the find of Hazel Catkins I
assumed they were reported in good faith as being fully extended and 'open' to allow
pollen to be shed but looking at another report on the HWT website from a person who
had been surprised to find catkins this early I think this latter person was just referring
to the slightly extended and yellowing but firmly closed catkins which can be seen on a
good many Hazel trees (and similarly on some Alders and Birch trees). If the first report
was of extended but 'unopen' catkins it would not qualify to be on my list of 'flowering'
plants
3. Wild Carrot: This was a new addition on Dec 9
4. Wood Sage: Also found on south Hayling on Dec 9 - a rather surprising find for this
date but the plants concerned were growing among gorse which will have sheltered
them from wind and frost.
5. Red Valerian: Found on Dec 10 among shore protection rocks at Prinsted - again the
plant concerned was sheltered by the surrounding rocks and no doubt by its seaside
site.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Red Admiral: Latest sightings were on Dec 5 when Richard Carpenter saw one
flying past Chilling Copse (west of Titchfield Haven) and several were flying on
Portland Bill.

2. Moths:
o

Bedstraw Hawkmoth: This year I heard of only five reports of this rare migrant,
and none of those were nearer to Hampshire than Hastings in East Sussex. but
at least one must have visited the county as in the Hampshire Butterfly
Conservation website the editor, Peter Eeles, wrote on Dec 3 .. "There hasn’t
been too much moth news of interest lately but I was sent a photo of some
hawk-moth larvae recently. The photo had been taken in August and showed
larvae feeding on fuschia in a garden in Totton. The larvae were unmistakably

of Bedstraw Hawks and there had apparently been about twenty of them. This is
the first larvae of this rare migrant to be found in the county since 1973."
3. Other insects:
o

Flesh Fly (Sarcophaga carnaria): Richard Carpenter comments on finding
these still active in early December. Checking on this species I see that it is a
close relative of the Bluebottles and Greenbottles which lay their eggs in flesh
but it differs from them in that its eggs hatch within the body of the mother fly
and it lays larvae which immediately start eating the flesh in which they are
deposited - luckily they do not normally enter houses to deprive you of your
Sunday dinner. It also is able to hibernate but is easily roused by warm sun in
winter and I suspect the flies which Richard saw were having one of their active
interludes after a preliminary period of hibernation. Can anyone tell me how
long they live?

OTHER
•

Fox: We have recently heard several accounts of Herons stabbing and swallowing
Little Grebes (and I would personally be very wary of getting within range of their
spear-like bills) so I was interested to see an account on the HWT website of how Jim
Day at the Blashford Lakes watched a Fox stalk and then try to jump a Heron - I was
not surprised that he failed to catch it but was surprised that he suffered no damage!

•

Badger: Road traffic seems to have accounted for most of our hedgehogs - there are
so few left that we hardly ever see the Hedgehogs 'flat mate' - but there are still
enough Badgers left to give motorist some sport. Richard Carpenter writes of finding a
roadside corpse near Beacon Hill at Exton on Dec 6. I personally have only once tried
this sport when I was setting out on a 24 hour bird race and had just started at midnight
when I rounded a sharp bend in a country road and found a 'flock of badgers' filling the
road ahead like a flock of sheep (there were at least ten of them). Most scattered
rapidly and I did not purposefully hit any of them but one of them hit my car with a very
loud bang - I got out fearing that I would have to deal with a badly injured and very
sharp toothed animal but there was nothing to be seen - the Badger's skull was
stonger than the metal of the car!

•

Common Starfish: Barry Yates at Rye Harbour writes of finding more than 1000
Starfish washed up on the beach on the morning of Dec 8 - presumably a result of
recent storms as I have never heard of these being regularly beached each year as
Cuttlefish are after their mating when their life ends naturally. Checking out the habits
of these creatures I read how they employ the principles of hydraulic pressure to tear
open the Mussels on which they feed, and how shell-fishermen can unwittingly
multiply the damage the Starfish do to the Mussel 'crop' by cutting up the Starfish
and throwing the bits back into the water - any one of the five 'legs', if it still has part of
the animal's centre attached to it, can regrow into a complete new Starfish, so one cut
up animal can be turned into five when attempting to destroy it.

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports ...... Wed0712
Sat 10 Dec
A. Westbourne, Southbourne and Nutbourne
This afternoon I cycled through north Emsworth and on to Westbourne and
Southbourne before reaching the coast at Nutbourne Bay, returning via Prinsted and
Emsworth.

The ride out was pleasant in the winter sunshine but I saw nothing noteworthy, but
Nutbourne Bay was an astonishing sight. The tide was rising but there was another
three hours till it was high so while there was plenty of water there was also still plenty
of mud just being covered by the water, reviving the molluscs and worms to give
thousands of waders an evening meal.
Before looking at the waders I scanned the water of Nutbourne Bay and saw at least 55
Pintail among the Wigeon and Teal. The light was now fading as the sun set and I
hopefully scanned the fields for Barn Owl but saw none (nor did I hear any Fieldfare in
the orchards where there is no supply of apples to attract them this year).
Heading west to Prinsted and looking across the mud to Thorney and down the
Thorney Channel it was difficult to see any mud for the thousands of waders on it - had
the light been better I might have been able to tell you what they were but as it was
getting dark I limited my scanning to a search for Avocets but saw none (I did hear one
Greenshank and many chattering Turnstones).
Among the rocks at Prinsted I found Red Valerian still in flower before cycling on to the
end of Thornham Lane where I looked in vain for Short-eared Owl while enjoying the
sight of white mist spreading over the fields around the deeps with flights of Brent
leaving them for the night time safety of the water
Fri 9 Dec
A. Langstone and West Hayling
A cycle ride from Havant to the Sinah gravel pit lake this afternoon gave me some
exercise but little in the way of wildlife - when I was on Langstone Bridge I could not
see a single Brent Goose on either side of the bridge, nor on the Warblington fields
which are visible from the centre of the bridge. That perhaps gives a wrong impression
of birdless mud flats at low tide as a further scan gave me a flock of at least 800
Golden Plover standing motionless on the Northney saltings and, among others, a
total of 58 Shelduck and a moderate show of at least 40 Lapwing with plenty of
Dunlin and a scattering of Redshank. Oystercatcher, Curlew and a few Black-tailed
Godwit and Egrets with many gulls, lots of Teal and singles of Merganser and
Cormorant.
At the Oysterbeds there was a grand total of two Brent (though to be fair there were a
few small flocks further south) and a Grey Plover (plus one Little Grebe in the
lagoon), and in Texaco bay a flock of 37 Black-wits were feeding but the birding
highlight did not come until after I had glanced at the Sinah gravel pit (six Tufted Duck
and eight Pochard with two Emden Geese and the usual Mallard, Coot and
Moorhen plus one Heron). Going east from the golfcourse towards Beachlands centre
I stopped to check out a male Stonechat along the south of the mini-golf course and
had good views of the back of a Dartford Warbler flying away to pitch in a distant
gorse bush.
The West Lane fields had a relatively small flock of perhaps 50 Brent but south of the
Saltmarsh Lane houses I was puzzled by a flock of some 200 Starlings - they were out
in the centre of a winter cereal field and seemed to be in a feeding frenzy, moving
rapidly over the ground pecking at something which seemed to be giving them all a
good meal though I could not imagine what it might be. As the crop was already an inch
or so high I doubt it was left over grain from the sowing, and the only other thing I could
think of was something like a plague of insects (either grubs or newly hatched) and this
idea was re-inforced by the presence of a Little Egret that appeared to be searching
for insect food (though it did not seem to be finding any!)

The only other items to go on my list were flowering plants of Wood Sage and Wild
Carrot, both new for my December list.
Wed 7 Dec
A. (Wed0712) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports ...... Sun0412
Highlights of the news below:
•

Brent Goose
- inland sighting of 150 at Waterlooville (and thoughts on how these geese may change
their habits in future years)

•

Laughing Gull
- after we thought they had all gone one turns up at Langstone

•

December flowering list now up to 65 species including the first Hazel catkins

•

Two first moths for the year - Mottled Umber and Grey Shoulder-knot

•

Red Squirrels not yet hibernating on the Isle of Wight

BIRDS
1. Divers: No current reports of Red-throated in Hampshire waters though one was off
Bembridge Foreland on Dec 5 and a total of ten flew past Portland Bill on Dec 5 + 6. On
Dec 4 Bob Chapman had a good sighting when a Black-throated Diver flew low over
his head in the Pennington area at Lymington to be seen again at Keyhaven on the
water. Also on Dec 4 a Black-throat flew past the Glyne Gap area between Hastings
and Bexhill. Hampshire also had a single Great Northern on Dec 4, seen by Simon
Ingram from the shore just west of Titchfield Haven. Also on Dec 4 there was at least
one in Chichester Harbour off West Wittering - this was probably one of the two or
three that seem to be currently resident in Chichester Harbour but one seen off
Seaview in the north east of the IoW on that day could well have been Simon's bird.
2. Great Crested Grebe: Reports of 7 off south east Hayling during the WeBS count on
Dec 3 and of 12 on the sea off Titchfield Haven may be more than usual for these
areas in recent years, but they are hardly in the same league as Trevor Carpenter’s
count of 220 off Brownwich/Titchfield on 4 Feb 1996 (or 217 there in Jan 87 and 180 in
Jan 94). Such counts are not a thing of the past - we have already had a flock of 180 in
Rye Bay within the past month 0n Nov 21 and around 250 were there on Feb 19 this
year.
3. Red-necked Grebe: One was seen off Titchfield Haven on both Dec 4 and 5, and on
Dec 4 another was off the Lymington Marshes with what were probably different birds
off Bembridge Foreland on Dec 5 and off Seaview (north east IoW) on Dec 6
4. Slavonian Grebe: No reports of a flock off Church Norton yet (5 were seen there on
Nov 22 though not reported since) and no recent reports from Hampshire waters other
than a late anonymous report of of two off Titchfield Haven on Nov 19. On the other
hand the first has been seen in Chichester Harbour from West Wittering on Dec 4
when two more were seen in the Medina estuary on the north of the IoW. On Dec 3 the
Christchurch Harbour group recorded the first actually in the harbour since about 1995
(plenty seen offshore there in recent years)
5. Black-necked Grebe: Pulborough Brooks reports an unusual inland sighting of one
there on both Dec 2 and 3, with the comment from Peter Hughes that the area where it

has been seen had dried out until recently and is unlikely to have any fish for the grebe
to eat - he thinks it is surviving on aquatic insects (maybe it is a sickly bird and off its
food?). Better news from Langstone Harbour where I saw at least 12 and probably 14
in the Broad Lake/Chalkdock Lake channel from Budds Mound on Dec 6. I remember
the days when 40 or more could be expected in Langstone Harbour each winter but
checking back I see that no count of 40 or more has been officially recorded since 1976
when there were 40 present on Jan 18 and 42 on Dec 31. No count in the 1980s
exceeded 39 (achieved in 1981) with a peak of 38 in the winter of 1985-86. During the
1990s the downward trend continued from a peak of 29 in 90-91 through 25 in 95-96 to
just 16 in 99/2000. I suppose we should be grateful to have 14 or more this winter as it
shows the downward graph is flattening out though I doubt we will again see the count
of 58 recorded in Nov 1957.
6. Cormorant: The Titchfield Haven website has just been updated for the period Nov 13
to 26 and while most of the info it now carries has already reached us one item that is
still news to me is that the Cormorant night roost count there on Nov 20 was 32 birds.
Another local Cormorant roost site is St Helen's Fort just outside Bembridge Harbour
on the IoW - while I do not know how many birds go there at night Derek Hale saw
around 40 in that area by day on Dec 5 with 30 birds actually on the fort. (10 Shag were
nearby)
7. Bewick's Swan: The Dec 4 WeBS count at Pulborough Brooks found a total of 17 in
their extended count area (down to the south of Amberley Wild Brooks). This would not
include birds down near Arundel where 10 were present on Nov 29
8. Brent Goose: It is not new for Brent to fly inland to feed on fields a little distance from
the coast - quite a few years ago I found flocks of several hundred on fields north of
Walderton in the Ems valley at least 6 kilometres north of the north shore of Chichester
Harbour in the Bosham area, and even before English Nature destroyed the Brent
Goose feeding area on what were the Harts Farm lane playing fields near the old
incinerator (by ordering Havant Borough to cease work on improvement of the playing
fields during the winter months so as not to disturb the Brent - resulting in the playing
fields now being a weedy wasteland unattractive to Brent and soon to be lost to
industrial development) I remember seeing substantial flocks of Brent flying north up
the A3M to an unknown destination north of Portsdown. On Dec 4 Doug Robertson
found the inland destination of around 150 Brent when he saw them on fields north of
Plant Farm near the Waterlooville Fire Station and ASDA store, around 5 km inland
from the Broadmarsh shore of Langstone Harbour.
Another thing I have noticed this winter is that a large number of Brent have been seen
recently on fields at Climping, just west of the mouth of the Arun at Littlehampton Owen Mitchell found 350 on fields there on Nov 29, around 300 on Dec 4 and an
estimated 500 on Dec 5. Previously I had only seen a couple of reports of Brent there
(150 in Feb 2004 and around 450 on 31 Dec 2003). What interests me about the
Climping site is that it is at least 15 km from the nearest muddy harbour (at Pagham),
making me wonder if in future years we will see Brent flying back in the early autumn,
not to the muddy harbours, but directly to areas of grass or crops fairly close to the sea
with the geese roosting on the open sea by night (as they originally did in the 1950s
and 60s off Langstone Harbour, only coming into the harbour when forced to do so by
hunger, trying to avoid the many guns that would be fired at them when they did).
9. Pale-bellied Brent: On Dec 6 Tim Doran found one among 120 normal Brent feeding
on the Southsea sea front playing fields
10. Black Brant: From an email discussion on the subject of the recording of these I learn
that Jason Crook has had two different birds in Langstone Harbour so far this winter -

on Oct 23 he found an adult back with two 'intergrade' juveniles (i.e. hybrid offspring
between parents of different subspecies) and this adult is almost certainly still in the
harbour area. On Nov 19 a second Brant adult turned up but, not being paired, may
well have moved on by now. From the same email dscussion I also learnt the Russell
Wynn had an adult Brant at Lymington in mid-November (maybe the one reported at
Vidle Van farm at Keyhaven on Nov 27) and has since (on Dec 4) seen a second Brant
in the Lymington area. In Sussex the Wittering bird stays on - latest sighting was on
Dec 4
11. American Wigeon: Birdguides reported a 'possible' female seen in the Ringwood area
(probably Ibsley Water) on Dec 3
12. Pintail: The report of 'more than 120' arriving at Pulborough Brooks on Dec 2 has
turned into a WeBS count report of 290 there on Dec 4
13. Tufted Duck: More of these are probably on their way towards as (as with the Pintail).
A Webs count of 50 at Rye Harbour on Dec 4 became a report of 143 there on Dec 5.
14. Eider: The flock off Titchfield Haven continues to grow - on Dec 5 Mark Edgeller found
86 there and a count of 32 off Solent Breezes caravan site just east of Hook/Warsash
(also on Dec 5) may be in addition to the 86
15. Water Rail: I see that on Nov 20 the Titchfield Haven staff carried out a census of
these and found 21 in upper section of the reserve (presumably they did not attempt to
count those in the main reed beds!)
16. Little Stint: Three were still at West Wittering on Dec 4. At least two seem to have
been there since Oct 15 with reports of three since Nov 27
17. Curlew Sandpiper: Russell Wynn's November report for the Lymington Marshes
gives a late sighting there on Nov 5 - this is the only November sighting anywhere this
year that I know of.
18. Purple Sandpiper: On Dec 5 a total of 15 were reported at Brighton Marina and on
Dec 6 two were still at Southsea Castle, the fifth report of them there this winter
19. Whimbrel: The wintering bird which was seen in Pagham Harbour on Nov 22 was
seen again at Church Norton on Dec 3
20. Red-necked Phalarope: Another item of late news which I have only just picked up
from Russell Wynn's November summary is that one of these was at the Lymington
Marshes on Nov 11 - the latest date that I know of for the species this autumn.
21. Mediterranean Gull: For those who are keen to know where all our Langstone
Harbour breeding birds have dispersed to there is a report of more than 36 in Pagham
Harbour on Dec 4
22. Laughing Gull: After the flurry of reports in the period Nov 4 to 22 I thought we had
seen the last of these vagrants for the year but on Dec 3 John Chapman came 'face to
face' with one at the Langstone Mill during his WeBS count walk from Langstone to
Emsworth. John immediately picked out the bird after seeing it at Gosport a couple of
weeks ago, and he had plenty of time to be sure of it's id. So far no other sightings
anywhere.
23. Sabine's Gull: Another item from Russell Wynn's November summary is that on Nov
11 (the day that the dying Sabine's in Hayling Bay was being photographed by many
birders) there was another bird on the Hampshire shore at Lymington

24. Sandwich Tern: Up to three had been seen at the mouth of Chichester Harbour at the
end of November and on Dec 3 Ian Calderwood found two in the north west of
Portsmouth Harbour but the latest sighting so far was made by Tom Bickerton of one at
the Hayling Oysterbeds on Dec 4. Although it seems odd to see Terns in the winter
they are now quite a common sight - in January of this year I heard of 24 reports
including two sightings at Black Point in Chichester Harbour of 4 birds seen together
and one report of 2 birds off Farlington Marshes on Jan 15. So far it is only Sandwich
Terns that have taken to wintering here on a regular basis - this autumn the last
sighting of an Arctic Tern was on Nov 20 off Titchfield Haven, the last Common Tern
was in Southampton Water on Nov 13 and surprisingly a young Black Tern was still at
Barcombe Reservoir on Nov 13.
25. Water Pipit: A small flock of these usually collect at the Lower Test Reserve near
Southampton each winter and the first report of any there this winter comes from David
Holland who saw three on Dec 3 (In 2004 there were 24 there on Feb 7)
26. Fieldfare: Small numbers of winter thrushes may be starting to settle along the south
coast (though I suspect what we are seeing are late migrants still on the move). Among
recent reports I see that on Dec 5 Bob Marchant had 23 Fieldfare in the
Hook/Warsash area and on Dec 4 Martin Hampton had half a dozen Redwing feeding
on Holly berries in his Havant garden
27. Hawfinch: The two birds seen on the edge of West Dean Woods by Staple Ash Farm
(near Chilgrove) 0n Nov 27 had become 8 on Dec 4 when they were seen in tree tops
close to the sharp bend in the road.
28. Corn Bunting: The winter flock at Rye Harbour had risen from the count of 125 there
on Nov 29 to over 150 by Dec 5
PLANTS
1. December Flowering list: I now have 65 species on this list - latest additions are
given below.
2. Charlock: At Budds Farm on Dec 6
3. Field Pennycress: In a 'garden' outside the Penner Road factories close to Budds
Farm on Dec 6
4. Hazel: The first report of Hazel catkins open for business comes from Rosi Woods at
Martin Down on Dec 4.
5. Hemlock: Seen at Budds Farm on Dec 6
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Red Admirals continue to be seen - one was flying in the Lancing area of West
Sussex on Dec 1 and more than one was on the wing at Portland Bill on Dec 5
after one had been seen there on Dec 4

2. Moths:
o

Mottled Umber (B&F 1935): This species normally appears at the start of
November and is on the wing until the end of January but the first report of one
that has reached me comes from Tony Wilson who found one on Nov 30 at
Edburton (north foot of the Sussex Downs).

o

The Sprawler (B&F 2227): Tony Wilson also had six of these on Nov 30 but had
recorded his first on Nov 6 - this is a less common species normally only seen in
December

o

Grey Shoulder-Knot (B&F 2237): Russell Wynn is the only person to report
one of these this autumn, taken by him at Lymington on Nov 30. I saw ten
reports of the species in March and April this year and I read that the species
first flies in the late autumn though it is not often seen then as it goes into
hibernation and does its breeding in the early spring.

3. Other Insects:
o

Bumblebee species: Derek Hale was surprised to see one at a Fuchsia bush
in his garden (at Ryde on the IoW) on Dec 4

OTHER
1. Grey Seal: Unlike the seals seen in the east Solent harbours, which are mainly
Common Seals coming from the Chichester Harbour colony, sightings in the west
Solent are mostly of Grey Seals that presumably get there from west of England
colonies. On Nov 12 Russell Wynn had his third Grey Seal sighting of the year in the
Lymington area following previous sightings there in late January and mid-April.
Russell did see one Common Seal at Lymington on Feb 26 but that was the only west
Solent sighting of the year whereas I have reports of nine sightings in the
Chichester/Langstone Harbours during the year (three of them being sightings of 3, 6
and 9 animals respectively), plus one in Southampton Water on Mar 12. On October 6
one seal of un-named species was off Titchfield Haven and on Oct 2 one was in
Newtown Harbour on the IoW and reported as a Grey Seal - this could well be the
animal seen four days later off Titchfield Haven.
2. Red Squirrel: Derek Hale had two recent sightings on the Isle of Wight, one near
Blackwater in the centre of the Island on Dec 4 and another at Fishbourne on Dec 5 maybe these were animals feeding up prior to hibernation (if it ever gets cold enough
on the Island nowadays for hibernation to be necessary!)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports ...... Sun0412
Tue 6 Dec
A. Langstone and Brockhampton
After pinning the Nature Notes poster to the fence of the Langstone West Mill this
morning I lifted my bike over the kissing gate and continued west along the South
Moors shore to Budds Farm, then on to the mouth of the Hermitage Stream to go home
via the Brockhampton stream and cycle way north of Langstone Technology Park.
On my way to Langstone I had heard a Dunnock singing by the Billy Trail and at the
mouth of the Langbrook one sang briefly from a small blackthorn bush. This is the
seventh day on which I have heard Dunnock song since my ‘first of the autumn’ on Oct
2, but despite Brian Fellows also hearing on on Dec 4, there is as yet no sign of them
becoming a daily sound. The only birds which do seem to be actively in breeding mood
at the moment are Collared Doves - their song can be heard daily and if the sun
shines they are up in the sky making their display flights.
While most of the usual birds were on the South Moors shore (both Ringed Plover and
Turnstone were apparently absent and I did not see a single Rock Pipit) there were
no large numbers of any species though both Merganser and Goldeneye were
relatively new. Inland I noticed a couple of Green Woodpeckers making long flights

over the open grassland and on the shore I noticed a single Crow repetitively flying up
with a shell in its bill, then dropping it in the hope of cracking the shell open though it
was doing this in a fairly muddy area and would have had more success if it chose to
do so over a shingle bank.
From Budds Mound I could see a well strung out line of Black-necked Grebes along
the line of the Broad Lake/Chalkdock Lake channel. There were certainly 12 of them
and I think there were 14. On the Budds Farm pools the numbers of duck were down to
no more than a dozen of any one species - the only thing of interest was that the male
Gadwall had a female with him, and I think there were two more females though I
never got a good look at them to check for white in the wings and orange sides to their
bills.
A short diversion up Southmoor Lane in search of flowers discovered that the road
verges have been recently cut but I did have one pleasante surprise in finding a fresh
flowering plant of Field Pennycress in the ‘gardens’ beside Penner Road which had
recently been weeded of their interest. Back on the Budds Farm shore both Hemlock
and Charlock had single plants in flower but the only other interest on the way home
was a view of the Kingfisher flying off downstream when I appeared on the lower of
the two bridges.
Mon 5 Dec
A. Crows in the garden
My garden is part of the territory of a resident pair of Crows which I see daily, and
occasionally one or two others fly quickly over, but yesterday I witnessed something
that occurs about once a year - a treetop assembly of 23 Crows clustered closely
together and behaving like Vultures that have just found a fresh corpse on the ground
but are hesitant to be the first to descend on it in case some larger predator is already
there. Occasionally one or two of them will fly down out of sight but soon come up to
perch on a different treetop, and from time to time the whole group will move to another
perch as if to get a better view of their objective.
Today I counted 20 Crows in the same trees for a short time before they vanished and
I wonder if anyone can explain their behaviour. I do not think it is food that has brought
them together and wonder if they are a migrant party that has travelled together and
only just reached us, and have not yet broken up to establish their own territories. We
see this behaviour among Hobbies - normally only seen in ones or twos they migrate
is small flocks and on arrival can be seen together at good feeding places - perhaps 20
together in the New Forest or this year as many as 49 together in the Kent Stour Valley
on May 2.
Flocks of up to 100 Crows are a fairly regular sight on the harbour shores nowadays,
and maybe the birds in my garden were part of such a flock that had been rudely and
violently disturbed, though I would not expect them to fly at least 1 km from the shore
and then settle in an urban site where there is a lot of noisy human activity.
The only similar behaviour which I have seen in the past (before Rooks became a
rarity) was the annual attack on our Walnut tree by a flock of Rooks which would
appear from nowhere when they knew the nuts were ready to be eaten, take their fill
and then depart - we would only see them for one or two days in the year.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR NOV 28 - DEC 4 (WEEK 48)
Sun 4 Dec
A. Warblington Farm area
This morning I cycled around the periphery of the Warblington Farm fields, first along
the shore from Langstone to Nore Barn, then up the ‘Selangor Avenuer’ footpath (from
Nore Barn to the A259 Selangor Ave junction) and back via the farmhouse, Old
Rectory and footbridge over the A27.
Along the shore the tide was more than half up and the water was mirror smooth in the
absence of wind, but everywhere along the shore there was evidence of high tides and
tidal scour in banks of seaweed and stones moved to new areas.
A lot more Wigeon were on the water - more than 120 off the Warblington fields, and I
had a close view of a single Knot among many hundreds of Dunlin - there could have
been more Knot over on the Northney side where I could pick out Golden Plover and
Bar-tailed Godwits but could not be sure of many more birds gathering there. Back on
my side I had four Ringed Plover and four Turnstone as well as the Oystercatchers,
Curlew, Redshank, Grey Plover and Lapwing. The tide was too high for feeding
Godwit and I only saw two Black and a few Bar-tails. My Shelduck total was 25
among a few Brent (there were around 700 in the field alongside Church Lane opposite
the farm yard) and many Teal.
The field behind Conigar Point still had lots of Field Woundwort and one healthy
clump of Wild Radish with fresh flowers still on some of the shore Tamarisks and Ivy.
Nore Barn had no Cow Parsley (and only a dozen Swans on the water) but a short
diversion along the church path over the Warblington fields made sure of flowering
Butcher’s Broom. Going up the Selangor Ave path I found one Holly Tree which had
several clusters of white flower buds (none open) among its red berries, and at the
top of Church Lane Red Clover was in flower. My last flowering plant was Pellitory of
the Wall.
Back at home at midday there was a gathering of 23 Crows in the tree tops along the
Hayling Billy trail behind my house - I have never understood why we get these very
occasional gatherings here.
B. (Sun0412) Latest News and Reports
Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

Waxwing - a second report for this winter

•

Song Thrush
- no sound of song yet

•

Raven
- maybe one is resident in the Stansted Forest area

Plants
•

December flowering list is already up to 61 species

Insects
•

Red Admiral keeps flying despite snow on the ground

Other
•

Three Common Seals in Langstone Harbour

BIRDS
1. Red-necked Grebe: On both Nov 30 and Dec 1 two were off the north east of the IoW
where one seems to have been lurking since Nov 6 (after being seen at the Chichester
Harbour entrance on Nov 5). Early December has also brought a group of three to
Portland Harbour where three had been seen as early as Nov 4 (though I don't think
they stayed on) - photos currently on the Portland website show the yellow at the base
of the bill standing out prominently as an id feature.
2. Slavonian Grebe: Residents of Eastbourne can now get good sightings of one (and a
Goosander) on the lake in Prince's Park (near the seafront in the Roselands area of
the town)
3. Black-necked Grebe: One was an unexpected arrival at Pulborough Brooks on Dec 2
4. Bittern: One has probably been present at Titchfield Haven since Nov 19 and on Nov
30 two were reported to be there.
5. Little Egret: No reports yet of an inland winter roost at Alresford Pond (or elsewhere in
inland Hants) but I see that Kelvin Pearce saw one at Bransbury Common near the
Test in the Andover area on Nov 30. Checking back through my records I have only
one report of one there last year (on 24 Jan 2004).
6. Bewick's Swan: 10 were near the Arun at Burpham in the Arundel area on Nov 29,
and on Dec 1 three came in to roost at Pulborough Brooks (no further news of the party
of six seen near Greatham Bridge on Nov 20)
7. Black Brant: The West Wittering bird was still being seen there up to Dec 3 but may
have flown to Pagham Harbour for a brief visit, being seen there on Nov 30 (there are
reports of it at Wittering on Nov 29 and Dec 2 but not in between)
8. Wigeon: The Nov 7 WeBS count at Pulborough Brooks recorded 2100 Wigeon and on
Dec 2 Peter Hughes estimated there were 2500 present after a recent influx. On Dec 4
a count of more than 116 on the Warblington shore also reflected a considerable
recent increase.
9. Pintail: A count of more that 120 at Pulborough Brooks on Dec 2 also reflected a major
influx but so far I have not seen or heard of a similar increase in Langstone or
Chichester Harbours.
10. Red Crested Pochard: A female was on Avington Lake between Winchester and
Alresford on Nov 30
11. Tufted Duck: Numbers of these have increased recently in the Havant area - on Nov
30 I found 40 on the Budds Farm Pools (double the number I had seen there
previously) and on that day there were 25 on the Emsworth Town Millpond where there
had been 17 on Nov 13. One of those seen there on Nov 30 was dead, face down and
frozen in the water, possibly exhausted after a lengthy flight.
12. Eider: On Nov 29 Graham Osborne saw 81 off Titchfield Haven and Richard
Carpenter quotes this as the peak count so far, adding that there are several colourful
and vocal males in the raft (I have never heard the 'coo-ing' calls made by these birds)
13. Common Scoter: The 'resident' flock of around 80 Common Scoters was still off
Portland Bill on Dec 3 when 22 were off Titchfield Haven, and on Nov 29 eight were in

Chichester Harbour off West Wittering (probably in addition to five seen at the harbour
mouth from Sandy Point that day).
14. Velvet Scoter: One has been with the Common Scoters off Portland at least to Dec 3
and two (male + female) were seen off Titchfield Haven on both Dec 2 and 3 (singles
have been seen there since Nov 12)
15. Red Breasted Merganser: 42 were in Pagham Harbour on Nov 30 and 57 were in the
north west of Portsmouth Harbour during the Dec 3 WeBS count.
16. Avocet: In Langstone Harbour Ieuan Lewis saw 18 in the Shutt Lake area on Nov 23
and found 13 there on Nov 30 so maybe they will stay on for the rest of the winter. No
further reports from the Nutbourne Bay/Thorney Channel in Chichester Harbour since
Anne de Potier saw 17 on Nov 27 but there too a wintering flock may remain.
17. Purple Sandpiper: At least one was at Southsea Castle on Nov 30 after two had been
seen there on Nov 27
18. Woodcock: Reports of four in the Botley Woods north of Fareham on Nov 27 and at
least four in Stansted Forest on Nov 29 may indicate a new influx of continental birds,
and this would be supported by the sight of one hiding in scrub on the beach at Rye
Harbour on Dec 2 (when one was also seen on the north Kent coast at Reculver)
19. Whimbrel: The single wintering bird that has been at Titchfield Haven since Nov 16
was still there on Nov 27
20. Pomarine Skua: Mark Palmer saw one off Titchfield Haven on Nov 27 and singles flew
past Portland Bill on Dec 1 and 3
21. Mediterranean Gull: No reports of any large number since a count of 121 on the east
coast of the IoW back on Nov 12 but on Dec 2 a total of 61 were in the Folkestone area
of Kent.
22. Sandwich Tern: Two were seen on the north west shore of Portsmouth Harbour
during the Dec 3 WeBS count
23. Little Auk: On Dec 1 one was seen at Dungeness, on Dec 2 one went past Portland
Bill, and on Dec 3 singles were seen at both Selsey Bill and off Titchfield Haven.
24. Skylark: On Nov 29 an estimated total of 350 were on the Sussex Downs at Amberley
Mount just east of the River Arun and another 100 were in the Lewes Brooks area by
the River Arun.
25. Waxwing: Two Waxwings do not make a winter invasion but we can always hope! So
far this winter I have heard of one being seen on the north Kent coast at Reculver on
Nov 18 and now there is a report for Nov 27 of one flying into a window and killing itself
in Forest Row near Crowborough (Ashdown Forest area)
26. Ring Ouzel: Maybe one is intending to stay the winter in the Folkestone area. After
reports from all other sites ceased on Nov 12 there have been six reports from
Folkestone on Nov 13, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 26
27. Song Thrush: In 2004 I heard Song Thrush sing as early as Nov 3 and by Dec 4 I had
15 reports of it in my database from a number of places in Hampshire, Sussex and the
IoW - so far this winter I have had none!
28. Siberian Chiff Chaff: On Nov 29 Bernie Forbes made a confident report of one both
heard and seen near the Coldwaltham sewage works south of Pulborough.

29. Raven: The Hampshire Bird Report for 2004 which has just reached me says that 300
reports of the species were received during that year and that breeding was confirmed
in Hampshire for the first time.
My latest news is of a recent sighting just over the Sussex border in the Stansted
Forest area and comes via John Goodspeed's website where I read "Had a good view
on Nov 30th of a Raven that was clicking like a pair of castanets and croaking from the
top of a larch tree in Lumley Plantation. It then flew over the valley to Long Copse
where it was ambushed by several carrion crows. At this point a buzzard flew into the
valley only to end up exiting quickly being mobbed by both crows and raven. There
have been several reports of a raven on Holme Farm in the past two weeks"
Although John does not tell us who made this report I feel pretty sure it came from
Michael Prior, head forester at Stansted, and is reliable. Lumley Plantation is north
west of Stansted House beside the road leading from the house to Broadreed Farm,
and Holme Farm is just west of the Stansted Sawmill.
30. Lapland Bunting: The bird which was found in the Titchfield area by Mark Edgeller on
Oct 29, and which was then seen by many birders up to Nov 4, may have stayed on there was one report of one on the shore close to Titchfield Haven on Nov 9 and now
Richard Carpenter tells me that one was seen by Barry Duffin flying over the reserve,
going east, on Nov 30.
31. Snow Bunting: The two birds that have been at East Head (mouth of Chichester
Harbour) since Nov 22 were still there on Dec 3, and on Dec 2 Tim Walker found a new
bird on the shore at Browndown between Gosport and Lee on the Solent - Tim
suggests this female may be of an Icelandic race which I had not previously heard of.
32. Corn Bunting: On Nov 29 Bernie Forbes found 125 on Amberley Mount high on the
downs just east of the River Arun
33. Escapees: John Simons tells us that the juvenile Harris Hawk which he saw
attempting to catch Pheasants in the Finchdean area on Nov 18 is a recent escape
from a local falconer and not (as I suggested) the product of feral breeding.
PLANTS
1. My December flowering list is already up to 61 species including ...
2. Common Poppy: A healthy cluster of plants with many flowers found the West Leigh
(Havant) industrial estate on Dec 1
3. Annual Wallrocket: An unexpected find at the Portsmouth IBM site on Dec 3
4. Black Medick: Found on a Havant roadside on Dec 2
5. Spotted Medick: Flowering by a Havant roadside on Dec 1
6. Bittersweet Nightshade: Also on a Havant roadside on Dec 1
7. Field Woundwort: In Warblington fields on Dec 4
8. Honeysuckle: Flowering away from any garden in Havant on Dec 1
9. Blue Fleabane: Flowering at IBM on Dec 3 together with Thyme-leaved Speedwell.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:

o

Red Admiral: As expected reports continue to reach me. On Nov 26 one was
flying in the St Austell Bay area of south Cornwall when the ground was covered
with snow! Since then there have been sightings on Nov 29 both at Tunworth
Down (south east of Basingstoke) and in the Itchen Valley country park near
Eastleigh, and on Dec 1 in the Lancing area of West Sussex near Worthing.

2. Moths: Moth traps were switched on at Portland Bill on the nights of Nov 29 and 30
and among the small catch were
o

Light Brown Apple Moth (B&F 0998).

o

Crocidosema plebejana (1157),

o

Pearly Underwing (2119),

o

Feathered Ranunculus (2255)

o

Angle Shades (2306)

OTHER
1. Badger: The Portland Bill website reports a sighting of one on Nov 30 alongside a road
in the Southwell area near the observatory and a couple of kilometres from the nearest
known colony at the north end of the island - if this animal had come from there it would
have had to make its way through the 'built up area' of Easton and Weston but perhaps
it had been visiting the 'Badgers Arms' there to see if they had extended their licence to
allow all night drinking (the Badger was seen just after midnight).
2. Weasel: John Parsons saw one at Titchfield Haven on Dec 2
3. Common Seal: John Goodspeed saw three on the west side of Langstone Harbour on
Nov 28
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Sat 3 Dec
A. Portsmouth IBM site
With the high tide at noon I did not have to leave for the WeBS count around the IBM
Lake until nearly 11am so I had time for a quick cycle ride to Langstone before getting
out the car. I wanted to check on the Lesser Celandines along the bank of the
Lymbourne stream (which are usually flowering in mid-December thanks to a sheltered
position and relatively warm spring water flowing past them), and on the equally early
Hazel tree overhanging the bus stop in the main road layby at the Mill Lane junction.
The Celandines have lots of fresh leaf growth but as yet no sign of flower stalks with
buds, and the Hazel catkins, while already extending and yellowing, are unlikely to
open for a week or so.
At IBM I added four flowering plants to the December list with Blue Fleabane and
Thyme-leaved Speedwell on the grass banks around the buildings, Creeping Thistle
in the grass and Annual Wallrocket near one of the underpasses leading from the
site. Not in flower, but looking very bright and eyecatching in yellow, were buds on
some planted Nootka cypresses. Less obvious were many rosettes of Bee Orchid
leaves scattered around the site.
The only new birds were three Snipe - one flushed from the outer island and two more
flying over and looking almost as big as Woodcock. Coot were approaching winter

numbers with 47 seen but there were no geese and few ducks (27 Mallard, 3 Tufties
and 2 Teal) with 6 Cormorant, 4 Heron, 1 Egret and 1 Great Crested Grebe (plus 7
Dabchick). Around 25 Black-headed and 5 Common Gulls were bathing in the lake.
Fri 2 Dec
A. West Havant
Another walk in search of flowering plants this morning took me through Havant Park
and then down Brockhampton Lane to come back along Solent Road, arriving home
with a total of 48 species for the month.
Most unexpected find today was a single flower of Black Medick but I was also
pleased to find Feverfew and Pot Marigold, Water Forget-me-not, Oxford Ragwort,
Meadow Buttercup and Hedge Woundwort
Thu 1 Dec
A. Around West Leigh
A walk around the Leigh Park area north of my home gave me a reasonable start to the
December flowering plant list with 36 species, the best being Common Poppy - a
cluster of plants with more than half a dozen fresh flowers blowing in the wind in the
industrial estate area off New Lane.
Other unexpected finds were of Honeysuckle, seen as I climbed the bridge over the
railway to avoid waiting for trains at the New Lane level crossing, and Bittersweet
Nightshade flowering with Spotted Medick on the north east corner of the
roundabout immediately north of the railway bridge on the main road north through
Leigh Park.
Wed 30 Nov
A. Budds Farm Pools
A quick outing on my bike to Budds Farm today found an increase in the number of
wildfowl but nothing dramatic. The single Swan and male Gadwall were still present
but I did not spot the Fudge Duck. Both Pochard and Tufted Duck numbers were up
to 21 and 40 respectively but counts of 52 Teal and 30 Mallard were nothing special.
On recent visits there has usually been a female Stonechat on the mound - today the
male was showing.
Going back along the shore to the Hermitage Stream I passed 40 Wigeon and a single
plant of Hemlock in flower (a new addition to the month list as was some
Honeysuckle in Havant) and up the Brockhampton stream one plant of Cow Parsley
was in flower.
B. (Wed3011) Latest News and Reports
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Highlights of the news below:
Birds:
•

Bewick's Swan
: None remain at Ibsley but 3 adults in the Avon valley south of Ringwood

•

Mergansers and Goosanders

: Big increase in number of buth species
•

Raven
: A review of the expansion of this species in Hampshire

•

Redpoll species and sub-species
: A look at current naming conventions

Plants:
•

Final total of November flowering plant species came to 142

BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: Winter flocks on the sea are starting to build up in the
Hampshire/West Sussex area with 30 on the sea off Climping (between Bognor and
Littlehampton) and 12 off Titchfield Haven, both on Nov 29.
2. Red-necked Grebe: One remains on the sea off Seaview (north east corner of the
IoW)
3. Black-necked Grebe: Although he could not be certain John Shillitoe thought that he
saw 12 off the Hayling Oysterbeds on Nov 28.
4. Shag: First of the winter in the Portsmouth area was seen from Southsea Castle on
Nov 27
5. Little Egret: An indication that more Egrets have moved away from the coast for the
winter comes from the Avon Valley where, on Nov 27, John Clark saw 14 fly north from
Ibsley Water at dusk (presumably to roost at Bickton on the river just south of
Fordingbridge). Previous reports from the Ringwood area this year have not
mentioned more than 5 Little Egrets.
6. Great White Egret: John Clark also saw just one of these at Ibsley Water on Nov 27
7. Bewick's Swan: 3 adults were on the River Avon in the Bisterne area (south of
Ringwood) on Nov 27 (but none have been seen at Ibsley since the one off sighting of
the first two there on Nov 20).
8. Snow Goose: A group of three (one possibly a hybrid) was at Pett Level near Hastings
on Nov 29. They were seen by Cliff Dean and were the first to be reported in the Rye
Harbour area since Mar 7 when a group of four was at Scotney Court on Jan 22 and
Mar 7 (and probably resident there in between those dates) The four were described
as being three blue phase and one white but there is no indication of colour with the
latest report.
9. Ross's Goose: Similar to a Snow Goose, but much less common and almost certainly
a recent escape, one was seen at Barcombe Mills, near Lewes, on Nov 27. When I
looked up this species in my Collins Bird Guide it told me that this species was
normally white but very occasionally a 'grey morph' was seen. As the bird at Barcombe
was described as a 'blue morph' I wonder if this could in fact have been one of the
Emperor Geese that were circulating in Hampshire a few years ago?
10. Black Brant: A new bird is reported from Vidle Van farm at Keyhaven - seen on Nov
27. One remains at West Wittering (and maybe another in Langstone Harbour though
there has been no further news from there since a belated report that one was back in
the harbour on Oct 23) and another is still on the north Kent coast at Reculver.
11. Wigeon: Plenty are being reported from coastal sites but when John Clark visited the
Avon Valley south of Ringwood on Nov 27 he found numbers exceptionally low - he

only found 300 in an area that he expected to hold 1000 at this time of year - and he
attributed the low numbers to an unusually low water level in the river and surrounding
flood plain.
12. Eider: The number on the sea off Titchfield Haven continues to rise - on Nov 27 Dan
Houghton counted 79 and on Nov 29 Graham Osborne found 81 there
13. Velvet Scoter: The single female or immature bird which arrived on the sea off
Titchfield Haven on Nov 12 was still there on Nov 29. Another single bird which has
been off Portland Bill (with up to 97 Common Scoter) was last seen on Nov 27 and
seems to have left.
14. Red-breasted Merganser: On Nov 28 half a dozen of these were back in the lagoon at
the Hayling Oysterbeds and there were clearly many more in the harbour - John
Shillitoe reckoned there were at least 99 in the harbour and probably more. On Nov 29
Owen Mitchell estimated there were 40 on the sea off Climping (east of Bognor).
15. Goosander: On Nov 27 John Clark saw 30 (including 3 males) fly in to Ibsley Water
near Ringwood at dusk. Last year his peak count at this site was 27 but in north
Hampshire he had as many as 48 on the Fox Lane pits near Eversley on Dec 27. Other
Goosanders recently seen in the south include 2 in Pagham Harbour, 1 on Barcombe
Reservoir near Lewes, at least two in north Hampshire on Tundry Pond, and one at the
Testwood Lakes near Southampton.
16. Avocet: Sightings at Nutbourne Bay in Chichester Harbour have included a flock of 20
on Nov 16, at least 11 on Nov 26 and 17 on Nov 27. Last year there were up to 22 there
on Nov 24 and it is beginning to look as if a small flock is intending to stay the winter in
that area
17. Little Stint: Three were seen at East Head in Chichester Harbour on both Nov 27 and
29. Last winter three stayed there until at least Mar 12 (of this year).
18. Purple Sandpiper: After the first sighting of one at Southsea Castle on Nov 19 (which
did not stay), sightings of 2 on Nov 27 and 1 on Nov 28 may indicate that they will
continue to be found there during this winter.
19. Grey Phalarope: We have had a larger than usual number of sightings this autumn
with the last being seen alive on Nov 19 but since then I read that Simon King (warden
of the Lower Test Reserve at Southampton) found the corpse of one in the New Forest
on Nov 21 - seemingly it had flown into a tree, perhaps by night. This is the third
reported death of this species this autumn in our area - one was killed by a
Sparrowhawk at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 5, a second was found dead on a road
at Portland on Nov 8, and now this third casualty.
20. Sandwich Tern: On the weekend Nov 26/27 George Spraggs saw three in the mouth
of Chichester Harbour and Steve Mansfield saw two while he was there.
21. Kingfisher: Plenty of these being seen along the coast and elsewhere but it may be of
interest that one was back on the stream outfall by the Langstone Mill on Nov 28. It was
perched on the posts which the birds used regularly last winter but unlike them it took
fright when I stopped to watch it and flew off up the driveway to the Mill (from where it
would have flown over the fence to the Mill Pond).
22. Raven: On Nov 28 Robert Bryant heard and saw one flying north over Northington
Down on the west side of the southern end of the Candover Valley which would be a
natural route between the Cheesefoot Head area and Basingstoke, at both of which
sites Ravens have been reported this year (though not recently).

Checking on the Raven sightings I have heard of this year in Hampshire I see I have a
total of 36 reports, 18 of them from the New Forest and its coast, 13 from the south
east of the county from the Southampton area east to the Sussex border and north to
Eastleigh and Petersfield, and 5 from the Winchester to Basingstoke area (reports
from Morestead, Cheesefoot Head, Northington and Basingstoke). I am sure there
have been a lot more sightings than those that I have heard of but 36 reports (of 66
birds - many reports are of two birds and a couple of 4 birds - probably family groups) is
a greater number in this one year than is given in Birds of Hampshire for the whole
period 1951 to 1991 (when the book was published).
Looking at the latest official information in the 2003 Hampshire Bird Report I see that
there were 180 reports to HOS in that year (and I would expect that number to have
increased in 2005) and interestingly it seems that none of those reports came from the
Candovers or Basingstoke, so this year’s reports maybe indicate a further spread of
the birds in the county.
Going back through the Hampshire Bird Reports from 1992 onwards I find the following
figures from which you can draw your own conclusions. For each year the number of
sighting reports is given, and for some years there is a guess at the number of birds
causing these sightings. The figures are: 1992 - 2 reports; 1993 - 1 report; 1994 - 4
reports; 1995 - 41 reports (of 5 birds?); 1996 - 9 reports; 1997 - 8 reports; 1998 - 44
reports (8 birds?); 1999 - 80 reports (14+ birds); 2000 - 106 reports (rumoured
breeding); 2001 - 148 reports (possible breeding in Hants, proven breeding in Sussex);
2002 - 165 reports (proven breeding in Dorset close to the Hants border in the Avon
valley); 2003 - 180 reports (pair built a nest in Hants but abandoned it)
23. Brambling: We have had many reports of large numbers of Bramblings on the move
this winter but none of apparently settled flocks until now. Driving along the north
Solent shore between Exbury and Lepe via Inchmery on Nov 28 Paul Matthews
reckons he may have passed as many as 100 Brambling (among many other finches)
and while these may have been birds taking a pause for refreshment in their passage it
could well be the start of a settled winter flock. coming a few days after the first reports
of Bramblings coming to feed in gardens.
24. Siskin: Another possible indication of winter feeding flocks comes from two reports on
Nov 27 when Ian Pibworth had more than 100 at the Testwood Lakes and John Clark
estimated there were more than 300 feeding in riverside Alders along the Avon south
of Ringwood.
25. Lesser Redpoll: My remarks concerning the difference between Common and Lesser
Redpolls have drawn a very helpful response from several people and I am now clear
as to what the ringers in Kent were saying when they reported ringing both Common
and Lesser Redpolls, but at the same time these responses have revealed
considerable confusion in the taxonomy of the Redpoll group of species and
sub-species.
Simplifying things to describe the birds we are likely to see in the south of England it
seems that we should now use 'Common Redpoll' to refer to immigrants from
Scandinavia which I would have described as Mealy Redpolls, and use Lesser Redpoll
to refer to the species which is commonest in southern England and which breeds here
and in central Europe.
Taking a global view to include all species and subspecies it seems that we have three
species which (with their sub-species) are:•

Carduelis cabaret (Lesser Redpoll) which is our local 'common' species and has no
subspecies.

•

•

Carduelis flammea (Common Redpoll) comes in three sub-species ...
o

C. f.flammea (Mealy Redpoll) which breeds in Scandinavia

o

C. f. rostrata (Greenland Redpoll)

o

C. f. islandica (Iceland Redpoll)

Carduelis hornemanni (Arctic Redpoll) comes in two sub-species which are referred to
as North Western Redpolls ...
o

C. h. hornemanni (Hornemann's Redpoll) from Greenland

o

C. h. exilipes (Coue's Redpoll) from northern Scandinavia

Many thanks to Russell Wynn, Jason Crook, Simon Ingram, Graham Osborne, Paul
Winter and Daryll Short for their contributions to my education. Paul Winter has also
given me a website which should help to resolve similar difficulties with other species http://www.bou.org.uk/recnews00.html
1. Hawfinch: At least a couple of these have been seen (on Nov 27) back at Stapleash
Farm on the edge of the West Dean Woods where they were seen on at least five
occasions between Jan 29 and Feb 26 this year. From the descriptions of where they
were seen then I would focus my search for them on where the footpath/track going
north into the woods leaves the road at SU 842151 about 200 metres south east of the
farm and before the road makes a right angle bend to head north towards the carpark.
The birds were then seen in association with Hawthorn trees, sometimes in them and
sometimes on the ground below them feeding with other birds.
2. Snow Bunting: Locally two birds have been seen at East Head (mouth of Chichester
Harbour) up to Nov 29 and two more made their first appearance at Hook/Warsash on
that day
PLANTS
1. The final total number of plants seen in flower during November was 142. New
additions in the last three days of the month were Honeysuckle, Hemlock, Wood
Avens (aka Herb Bennet) and Intermediate Periwinkle.
INSECTS
1. Nothing to report so far this week - not surprising considering the low temperature.
OTHER
1. Nothing significant to report in this update
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Tue 29 Nov
A. Leigh Park Gardens Lake
The bright sunshine this morning invited me to take a short walk around the lake at
Leigh Park Gardens where the water was still partly frozen but the windless sunshine
was warm. Nuthatch, Greater Spotted and Green Woodpeckers were on show but
not the Lesser Spotted which (in the past) was occasionally seen at the lake end of the
long avenue leading north to Havant Thicket.

The only unusual find was a single flower on Wood Avens (Herb Bennet) - among
commoner species in flower were Wavy Bittercress and Hedge Woundwort.
Mon 28 Nov
A. Havant and north Hayling
This afternoon I combined the delivery of the Nature Notes posters with a cycle ride
around north Hayling, enjoying the sunny weather but seeing relatively little in the way
of wildlife.
From the Tourist Info office in Havant, just outside which there is a good show of
Winter Heliotrope in flower along the frontage of the disused Texaco garage, I
followed the short section of the Langbrook stream between Tesco and the entrance to
the Langstone Technology Park, finding Water Forget-me-not and Stream Water
Crowfoot still in flower.
The main road to Langstone and Mill Lane had nothing special to offer (though I
checked the Hazel tree by the Langstone bus stop which often has catkins open in
December), but as I was crossing Langstone Bridge I had a good view of an adult
winter Med Gull which took off from the water below me as I cycled by, showing its
pure white wings, then landed not far off to show it’s smudged ‘black eye’.
This bird seemed to have some seaweed in its bill and this reminded me of something
I had been told a few days ago by a man who lives/works in the Royal Oak pub at
Langstone. Before giving you his story let me tell you two other anecdotes which
appear to describe the same interaction between gulls and shellfish.
The first story appeared in the latest issue of the Hampshire Ornithological Soc
magazine in which Tony Locke wrote (I have shortened his words) .. On 20 July I
noticed a Black-headed Gull at Lymington Quay which had a bivalve clamped onto its
left foot. Someone said the shell was a Palourde or Italian Clam (Venerupis saxatilis
or the Venus Clam), which is sporadic on the south coast but commoner further south.
This seemed comical at the time as the bird clumped about audibly on the pavement,
but would have serious consequences for the bird if it didn’t drop off. Unfortunately the
bird was too mobile to be caught.
The second account of a similar problem was described by Tim Walker in the
HOSLIST email group. Tim wrote (again I have shortened his words) .. on 12 August I
was at Bunny Meadows, Warsash, where the disused footbridge had about 30
Black-headed Gulls on the rails. One bird had its head drooping to one side and
resting on the rail, and I could see what appeared to be a cockle shell clamped on the
end of it's bill. The bird appeared weak, and even though I saw it attempt to preen its
back, it returned to resting its head on the rail. Unless that shell self released the bird
was doomed to starvation.
Now for what I was told happened at Langstone recently. My informant noticed a Swan
attacking a seagull (out on the water) which appeared weak and unable to fly off. A
canoeist was asked to investigate and he brought the gull ashore in a very weak
condition with a large seashell clamped to its foot - the weight of the mollusc preventing
the bird from flying, at least in its weakened condition. The bird was taken into the pub
and a hammer used to break the shell and remove it from the bird’s foot. When
returned to the water the gull flew off.
I have two sources of info on seashells, a Country Life Guide to the Seashore and the
Reader’s Digest ‘Water Life of Britain’. Both describe a number of Venus and
Venerupis species but do not mention Venerupis saxatilis, however two of the species
they do mention (Venerupis rhomboides and Venerupis pullastra) have shells that

grow to 6 cm and 5 cm wide respectively - quite big enough to give a Black-headed
Gull a serious problem.
These stories also lend credence to something I have been told to account for the one
legged waders that we occasionally see. One theory to account for this is that when the
birds are sleeping on mudflats in winter the mud can freeze and when the bird awakes
and tries to take off (especially in a panic to escape a predator) it can tear its own foot
or leg off - remember that waders have valves at the body end of the blood vessels
serving the legs which cut off the blood supply to the leg in cold weather (to avoid
loosing all the body heat), and so the leg is effectively ‘dead’ when the bird has been
sleeping in freezing conditions. The other theory is that the birds can step into the open
shell of a clam (hidden in the mud) causing the clam to close and either sever the leg or
cause the bird to tear its own foot off in order to escape.
Coming back to my cycle ride I continued to the Oysterbeds where six Mergansers
were in the lagoon with many more out in the harbour. 27 Shelduck were feeding on
the shore with hundreds of Dunlin and other waders. South of the Oysterbeds a single
female Shoveler was in the ‘Hoopoe field’ pond before coming to the path to West
Lane and Daw Lane, at the main road end of which I found yet another species for my
November flowering list - Intermediate Periwinkle on the north bank where in the
spring Greater, Lesser and Intermediate will all flower together.
Wildlife diary and news for Nov 21 - 27 (Week 47)
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Sun 27 Nov
A. (Sun2711) Latest News and Reports
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HIGHLIGHTS:
Birds:
•

Bittern: First back at Titchfield Haven

•

White Stork: An unusual winter sighting on the Beaulieu River

•

Whooper Swan: With Bewick's already back Whoopers have been seen in Kent

•

Avocet: Two good local sightings of 11 in Chichester Harbour and 18 in Langstone
Harbour

•

Swallow: A late report from Hove (Brighton)

•

Fieldfare: Large flocks in the Chichester area at West Dean Woods and Nutbourne
orchards

•

Pied Flycatcher: Was there really one at Folkestone on Nov 19?

Plants:
•

November flowering list up to 137 with Pepper Saxifrage, Lesser Stitchwort and Broad
Bean!

Insects:

•

Common Darter still flying on Nov 23

•

Holly Blue: Latest ever for Hampshire seen on Nov 14 - do we cheer. laugh or cry?

Other Wildlife:
•

Harvest Mouse sighting at Hook/Warsash

BIRDS
1. Slavonian Grebe: Although two of these had been in Langstone Harbour on Oct 2 I
have heard no more of any in Hampshire waters until now when Richard Carpenter
tells me 'Anon' saw two on the sea off Titchfield Haven on Nov 19 (just before 5
appeared off Pagham Harbour on Nov 22)
2. Cormorant: Barry Yates at Rye Harbour reports the completion of the tree felling
around Castle Water, recently carried out as a desperate measure to prevent further
pollution of the water by Cormorant droppings from birds using the trees overhanging
the water (both for nesting and year round roosting). Barry says that Little Egrets which
also roosted in the trees have successfully adapted and moved to nearby trees away
from the water but the Cormorants cannot work out what has happened and continue
to arrive at the roost site and sit around on the ground wondering where the trees have
gone. Maybe some have got the message that they are not wanted as birders in the
Kent Stour valley report an unusual eastward movement of 105 birds over that site on
Nov 26, and on Nov 25 Sharifin Gardiner noted that the number roosting on pylons by
the Sussex Ouse south of Lewes was down from a peak of 70 to just 45, but on the
Adur 143 were seen to fly up river from the Shoreham area on Nov 18. I wonder how
the local Havant Cormorant roost is doing this winter (in trees around the lake at the
Leigh Park gardens)?
3. Bittern: The first to arrive at Titchfield Haven this winter was seen by 'Anon' on Nov 19
(a couple of days before one arrived on the Isle of Wight at Bembridge Harbour). Other
sightings in the recent news come from Rye Harbour and the RSPB Dungeness
reserve, from east Kent (both the Stour Valley and the Betteshanger are near
Sandwich Bay), and from the Oare Marshes near Faversham in north Kent.
4. White Stork: One was seen at the mouth of the Beaulieu River on the New Forest
shore on Nov 26 - it appeared to land near Exbury and may still be in the area. Looking
back over the last two years I see there have been no sightings between October and
March, and I think winter records are scarce. Birds of Hampshire has one January bird
(in 1979) and a late sighting on Nov 4 in 1990 - wild birds should be wintering in
southern Africa by now.
5. Whooper Swan: The first two reports of the winter are of six over the Oare Marshes
(near Sheppey in the Thames esturary) on Nov 22 and two which landed at the
Dungeness RSPB reserve on Nov 25
6. Barnacle Goose: The six which form the core of the Baffins Gang were still at
Titchfield Haven on Nov 25 but had acquired a seventh Barnacle on that day.
7. Brant: The single adult was still at West Wittering on Nov 24 and I see another bird has
been in the Reculver area (between Herne Bay and Margate on the north Kent coast)
from at least Nov 18 to 26.
8. Shelduck: No reports have reached me of any increase in numbers to match the flock
of 55 which I saw on the Langstone South Moors shore on Nov 22 (though the number
on the Warblington shore east of Langstone was marginally up to 33 on Nov 25 against
26 on Oct 26)

9. Mallard: The drakes of this species already have a tarnished reputation for drowning
the females of their own species during gang rapes and this week I read of a new
indictment against them - Ian Pibworth recalled that "A good few years ago, my wife
and children were feeding bread to ducks by a pond in Denmark and were absolutely
horrified when a drake Mallard grabbed a recently fledged House Sparrow and
swallowed it whole".
10. Pintail: Still no large numbers in the Havant area but on Nov 26 I watched a flight of 15
heading south west over the west end of the Thorney Great Deeps - maybe new
arrivals (but maybe the group of 15 which Brian Fellows saw in Nutbourne Bay on Oct
28 now departing!)
11. Eider: By Nov 23 the flock on the sea off Titchfield Haven had topped 70 in number.
12. Common Scoter: A flock of these has been resident on the sea off Portland Bill for
several days and by Nov 25 more than 80 birds (plus a drake Velvet Scoter) were
present.
13. Red Kite: A couple of recent local reports come from Martin Hampton (who saw one in
the Lavant area just north of Chichester on Nov 21) and from Glyn Horacek-Davis (who
watched one making a long low tour of the area north east of the M27 passing
Southampton's West End area on Nov 26)
14. Hen Harrier: A male and female were showing well in the West Dean Woods area
north of Chichester on Nov 24. On Nov 23 a male had been seen in the south of the
IoW and a female in the Lewes Brooks area.
15. Rough-legged Buzzard: A genuine bird flew in from the North Sea to hover briefly
over the north Kent coast west of Margate on Nov 22 but did not stay.
16. Avocet: On Nov 23 Ieuan Lewis found a flock of 18 in Shutt Lake just off the Farlington
Marshes seawall by the lake and on Nov 26 the Havant Wildlife Group saw at least 11
on the mud south of the Prinsted-Nutbourne seawall in Chichester Harbour - very
impressive but not quite matching the 84 on the Oare Marshes (north Kent coast near
Faversham) on Nov 25, nor the flocks that must be now building up in Poole Harbour
and the Exe estuary in Devon.
17. Golden Plover: On Nov 21 Richard Carpenter saw a flock of 143 in the Brownwich
area west of Titchfield Haven and Owen Mitchell found around 400 in the West
Wittering area on Nov 24, again not quite up to Kentish standards (2800 were at
Sandwich Bay on Nov 22)
18. Knot: Despite Andy Johnson's count of 300 in the Black Point wader roost on Hayling
on Nov 15 there have been no other large local flocks - my only local knowledge is of a
few at West Wittering in Nov 15, one at Warsash on Nov 20 and two in Christchurch
Harbour on Nov 20
19. Purple Sandpiper: On Nov 25 a group of eight were back at the Bembridge Foreland
on the IoW
20. Woodcock: One was in the Titchfield Haven area on Nov 18
21. Bar-tailed Godwit: A flock of around 200 was along the tideline off the Warblington
shore east of Langstone on Nov 25 but very few Black-tailed Godwit were present
there or at the Nore Barn site - they may have moved east to the other side of of
Thorney Island as on Nov 26 the Havant Wildlife Group saw 'many' in the
Prinsted-Nutborne area.

22. Whimbrel: The wintering bird at Titchfield Haven has been seen there from Nov 16 to
23 at least.
23. Spotted Redshank: One was seen in the Fishbourne Channel near Chichester on
Nov 24
24. Short-eared Owl: One was at Titchfield Haven on Nov 26 and if you miss that up to
seven have been hunting the Lewes Brooks area recently
25. Swallow: Regular sightings ceased on Nov 17 but a very late individual was reported
to have been over Hove (Brighton) on Nov 24
26. Water Pipit: Two more fairly local sightings since one was at the Sidlesham sewage
works on Nov 22 - on Nov 26 one was at the Brading sewage works (IoW) and another
at Christchurch Harbour.
27. Fieldfare: On Nov 24 a large flock was in the West Dean Woods area north of
Chichester and on Nov 26 more than 100 were at the Nutbourne orchards (east of
Emsworth) - unlike previous reports from the south coast of birds moving over
northwards these two reports seem to be of birds trying to settle in our area.
28. Chiffchaff: On Nov 26 I disturbed one which was I think trying to bathe in the River
Ems at Brook Meadow in Emsworth - I believe this may be a new addition to the
Meadow's winter bird list.
29. Pied Flycatcher: The last of the summer birds seemed to have been seen at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 29 but the Folkestone (Kent) birding website has an
anonymous report of one there on Nov 19.
30. Brambling: A few may be settling in the Havant local area now - on Nov 21 at least
one was in the West Walk Woods near Wickham in the Meon valley and on that day I
heard one flying over Pyle Farm in the Horndean area, Nov 24 brought news of one on
a bird feeder in Richard Hallett's Denmead garden and on Nov 25 John Shillitoe had
the first in his garden in the Hundred Acres area east of Wickham.
31. Crossbill: Widespread recent reports of small flocks include two sightings in Stansted
Forest on Nov 18 (one group in the north of the woodland and another in the
Arboretum close to Stansted House). Martin also found some in the West Dean Woods
on Nov 21.
32. Snow Bunting: One was still at East Head in Chichester Harbour on Nov 24, and
looking through news from Reculver on the north Kent coast west of Margate I see that
they have had up to 31 on the shingle beach there (on Nov 21)
33. Corn Bunting: Nov 23 brought a report of a flock of more than ten near the Sussex
Ouse south of Lewes
34. Escapees: A Lanner falcon was in the West Dean Woods area on Nov 24 and what
sounds like a Harris Hawk (complete with jesses and bell) was at the Southampton
University campus on the same day hiding in shrubbery to evade angry Crows
PLANTS
1. November Flowering List: Now up to 137 species with contributions from Brian
Fellows (Lesser Stitchwort and Pepper Saxifrage at Emsworth) and Broad Bean
(flowering on the Warblington farm fields).
2. Mistletoe: Not in flower but starting to become obvious in the trees on which it is a
parasite as their leaves fall

INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Common Darter: David Tinling had two in the Gosport area on Nov 20 and
since then Brian Fellows has had singles at Emsworth on Nov 22 and 23

2. Butterflies:
o

Holly Blue: David Tinling had the latest ever to be recorded in Hampshire when
he found a fresh third brood male on Nov 14 - he rejoiced at this but from a more
practical point of view that was one less male to service next spring's females.

o

Red Admiral: The latest sightings I know of were on Nov 22 when two were
seen at Portland Bill and three in Gosport.

o

Meadow Brown: Some time ago David Tinling told us of a fresh, but small,
female found in the north Browndown area west of Gosport. After some
research he has established that this is the latest ever date (by one day) for one
to be seen in mainland Hampshire. The Isle of Wight does have a record of one
being seen on the same date (Oct 27)

3. Moths:
o

Light Brown Apple Moth (B&F 0998): I have seen no reports of these since
Oct 22 (though many trappers might not bother to report sightings of this
species) so when one flew in through the lit window of David Tinling's house in
Gosport on the evening of Nov 20 it became a notably late record (and Mike
Wall's Hants Moths website indicates no previous November records - the moth
is mainly found in August)

o

Silver Y Moth (B&F 2441): Singles were recorded on Nov 22 both at Portland
Bill and at Gosport - presumably still newly arrived migrants

OTHER
1. Roe Deer: It would seem that two have taken up residence in the shore orchards at
Nutbourne - when I was there on Nov 16 someone asked if I was watching the Roe as
they had already become known as a local attraction, and on Nov 18 Brian Fellows
saw them in one of the shore fields south of the orchards. Now on Nov 26 the Havant
Wildlife Group has also seen them in the orchards - all these sightings being in broad
daylight.
2. Mole: Brian Fellows is the first to note the increased activity of Moles at this time of
year. I am not sure whether the large number of fresh molehills in places where the soil
is damp and easy to dig is a reflection on a shortage of worms, with the Moles having to
make new tunnels in order to harvest a sufficient crop of worms to eat, or is the start of
increased activity as they approach their breeding period. Maybe it is just a re-action to
cold weather - a bit of tunnelling is good exercise to keep them warm.
3. Harvest Mouse: Although Harvest Mice adapt to winter by building more substantial
nests in dense grass at ground level it seems they do not try to hibernate but continue
their day and night search for food right through the winter so a sighting of one by
Richard Levett on the Hook Links near Wasash on Nov 16 was not unusual.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports ...... Wed2311
Sat 26 Nov

A. Brook Meadow and Thorney Deeps west
A quick walk round the Hayling Billy trail behind my house this morning gave me
Common Toadflax, White Campion and Hawkweed Oxtongue still in flower despite
the cold weather, and in my garden both Purple Toadflax and Yellow Corydalis were
still out.
After lunch I cycled to Brook Meadow at Emsworth where I found the Butterbur plants
had put up unseasonal fresh leaves (as they had at the Racton site a few days ago),
and while in the meadow I disturbed a wintering Chifchaff that had been trying to
bathe in the river and heard a Redpoll flying over.
Heading on past the Slipper Mill pond I stopped to chat with Brian Fellows close to the
Strawberry Tree which is still giving a great display of flowers and fruit, and was
looking particularly good lit by the winter sun.
At the Little Deeps on Thorney the only birds were two Little Grebe, one Teal and one
Tufted Duck - with the current cold weather I would have expected the water to be
covered with many Coot, Pochard, Tufted Duck and others. Continuing south a
couple of Cormorants took off from the ‘canal’ and later I saw quite a few more flying
over coming from inland sites and heading south west, perhaps to spend the night on
the Spithead Forts. Also on the canal there was a single Swan plus cygnet, and three
more cygnets were on the Great Deeps where seven Little Grebes were fishing near
the inlet pipe, but again very little other bird life other than a few Wigeon and another
Cormorant until two parties of duck came flying over (perhaps from the central section
of the Deeps) heading for the Emsworth Channel or further. One party was of Wigeon
but the other was of 15 Pintail.
From the seawall at the Great Deeps the exposed mud beside the Emsworth Channel
had plenty of Dunlin and a few other wader species though the only birds of note were
some 15 Golden Plover. Back at the Emsworth Harbour end of the channel there
were more waders including a couple of Greenshank and two or three Ringed Plover.
Going home along the main road the leaves had fallen from the tall Lime tree opposite
the end of Highland Road showing the large clumps of Mistletoe hanging from its
upper branches.
Fri 25 Nov
A. Langstone to Emsworth along the shore
This morning’s sunshine after yesterday’s onset of winter (we had only a faint dusting
of overnight snow yesterday morning but the day was cloudy and windy) had me
walking down to Langstone, along the shore to Nore Barn at Emsworth and back
across the Warblington fields.
From the seawall by the Royal Oak at half tide I could see a line of whitish breasted
waders along the tide line south of Pook Lane and estimated they were at least 200
Bar-tailed Godwits, and I could see lots of Dunlin and a fair show of Shelduck on the
mud behind them. Walking towards them I passed well over a hundred Teal - some at
the water’s edge, some on Langstone Pond and others scattered among the saltings but there were few other waders and no Golden Plover. The Shelduck total only
came to 33 and the only unexpected birds were three Turnstone.
Field Woundwort was still flowering behind Conigar Point, and that field had three
Skylark and one Meadow Pipit in it. Back on the shore the Tamarisks were flowering
and at the corner of the shoreline where you turn north towards Nore Barn a large Rat

scuttled out from the field, across the shingle and into the saltings - perhaps to add
some salty seaweed to his meagre winter diet.
Coming back across the field path I found a surprise addition to my November
flowering list - among the stubble of the field was a clump of plants which turned out to
be Broad Beans, still flowering.
Nearing the church I found the development of the new cemetery extension in full
swing - lots of massive machinery had removed the grass of the field and was
preparing to install drainage (concrete pipe sections of roughly one metre diameter) to
take the slurry and other run-off from the farmyard under the new cemetery in a more
‘restrained’ way than in the past (the whole field has been a massive ‘soak away’).
Another feature of the new development is that the farm track running along the south
side of the church, previously used by cattle moving between the farmyard and the
marshy field east of the old cemetery (and consequently muddy and mucky), has now
been tarmaced and a new route has been provided for the cattle north of the church
and new cemetery.
Wed 23 Nov
A. (Wed2311) Latest News and Reports
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HIGHLIGHTS:
Birds
•

Bewick's Swan: Nov 20 saw the first six arrive at Pulborough Brooks and two at Ibsley
on the Hampshire Avon

•

Shelduck: An unexpected flock of 55 off the South Moors shore at Langstone on Nov
22.

•

Goosander: A redhead was in the north of Langstone Harbour on Nov 22

•

Peregrine: A young falcon brought down a Lapwing at Pagham Harbour but the
Lapwing got away alive

•

Purple Sandpiper: The first of the winter at Southsea on Nov 19 but it did not stay.

•

Laughing Gull: One of the two that were at Gosport seems to have turned up on a
Fareham school playing field

•

Barn Owl: One in the Amberley Wild Brooks area may still be feeding young in its nest.

•

Common Whitethroat: One may be wintering at Arundel

•

Garden Warbler: A very late departing bird was trapped at Sandwich Bay on Nov 14

•

Raven: Seen carrying Sand Eels along the Isle of Wight shore.

•

Harris Hawk: Was a juvenile seen near Finchdean the result of feral breeding??

Plants
•

November flowering list now up to 134 species including Bush Vetch and Stinking
Chamomile

Insects

•

Clouded Yellow still flying on Nov 16 and Common Darter on Nov 22

•

Hornets succumb to frost on Nov 18

Other Wildlife
•

Does the dead whale beached on the Isle of Wight care how you spell its name?

BIRDS
1. Divers: As winter draws on more divers are arriving in the Channel area - I have 12
different reports of Red-throated in my latest batch of news including a count of 10 at
Portland on Nov 19 and 12 on the north Kent coast at Reculver on Nov 13. On Nov 17
a single Black-throated Diver was anonymously reported as seen from West
Wittering but there has been no confirmation of one in Chichester Harbour though up
to three Great Northern have been there (the report appeared on Ian Barnard's
website which also reported three Great Northern Divers in the same place on the
same day - if the two reports came from the same person I would be much readier to
accept the presence of the Black-throated but I assume they came from different
sources). At least one Great Northern was still in Chichester Harbour (Stockers Lake)
on Nov 22. Out to sea Beryl James reported a count of ten seen from Selsey Bill on
Nov 20 - four on the sea and six more flying east.
2. Grebes: On Nov 21 a total of 30 Little Grebes were seen at Cuckmere Haven (west of
Beachy Head) and on the same day a total of 180 Great Crested Grebes were on the
sea in Rye Bay off Pett Level. Two Red-necked Grebes were off the north-east corner
of the Isle of Wight on Nov 20, the same day on which I saw 8 Black-necked in
Langstone Harbour. By Nov 22 the count of Slavonian Grebes on the sea off Church
Norton was up to 5.
3. Cormorant: Ian Pibworth had 57 of these on the Testwood Lakes at Southampton on
Nov 20 - the highest count of this species in Hampshire this year other than a single
count of 68 at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood on Feb 17, The only other count
from the Testwood Lakes this year is of 48 there on Oct 23 so I presume their presence
is new this winter - I hope they restrain their phosphate emissions (see entry for Nov
16)
4. Shag: On Nov 19 Bill Marjeram saw one sitting on a buoy off Titchfield Haven and
remarked that it might have been a recently released bird (my only guess as to what he
meant was that one had recently been released from a bird hospital - most likely the
Stubbington RSPCA centre - but I have not heard of any such event?) What I do know
is that one or two Shags continue to be seen across the Solent on the north east coast
of the Isle of Wight and that on Nov 7 at least 13 were in the Fishbourne area.
5. Bittern: The number reported from the Kent Stour valley went up to 3 on Nov 19 and
on Nov 21 one was seen in Bembridge Harbour - presumably a new arrival on the
Island.
6. Great White Egret: On Nov 18 the ringed bird was seen again at Mockbeggar Lake
near Ringwood.
7. Bewick's Swan: After a couple of isolated early reports, from Dungeness on Oct 16
and Portland on Nov 7, reports started in earnest on Nov 13 when at least 4 flew over
the Isle of Wight. 9 flew west along the north Kent coast on Nov 16, another 7 went
along the same route on Nov 18 and two more were seen there on Nov 19. With so
much activity to the east it was not unexpected that Nov 20 brought a report of 6 back
at Pulborough (on floods north of Greatham Bridge and of 2 adults back on the
Ibsley Water Meadows by the Hampshire Avon.

8. White-front Goose: Just one report so far of 7 seen at Reculver on the north Kent
coast on Nov 21 - nowadays I don't even expect any to turn up in Hampshire (though
as recently as 1986 a flock of 170 were back at Ibsley by Nov 22)
9. Shelduck: I suspect that a new wave of these reached Langstone Harbour by Nov 22
when I found a flock of 55 at the mouth of the Langbrook stream (north of the
Oysterbeds) with another 9 off the Broadmarsh slipway.
10. Mandarin: Trevor Carpenter accidentally flushed a drake which flew off in company
with seven Mallard from the water at Mill Rythe (east Hayling) on Nov 19.
11. Ferruginous Duck hybrid: The Fudge Duck was still on Budds Farm Pools on Nov
22 where it arrived back on Oct 20 this year (the seventh consecutive year in which it
has spent the winter here).
12. Smew: A group of five were reported by Joanne Chattaway to be at Cuckmere Haven
on Nov 21 but this is the only report of the species I have seen so far this winter.
Joanne’s apparently comprehensive list of birds seen at Cuckmere included 30
Wigeon but did not mention Teal.
13. Goosander: These have now returned to the south coast as winter visitors, On Nov 19
two redheads were in Pagham Harbour (where last year four arrived on Nov 23) and
on Nov 22 I saw a redhead in the north of Langstone Harbour heading towards Chalk
Dock Lake. On Nov 20 two were seen on Tundry Pond in north Hampshire and one
was at the Testwood Lakes but both sightings could have been of birds that have been
in the area through the summer.
14. Goshawk: One was seen 'somewhere in the New Forest' during the Shrike Survey on
Nov 19/20. Four Hen Harriers and nineteen Buzzards were seen during the survey,
along with six Sparrowhawks, ten Kestrels, three Peregrines and one Merlin.
15. Rough-legged Buzzard: Reports of one in the Lewes Brooks area around the Sussex
Ouse have been discounted by a sighting of an unusally marked Common Buzzard in
that area
16. Peregrine: On Nov 19 at Pagham Harbour Alan Kitson watched a young Peregrine
catch and bring down a Lapwing within 50 metres of where he was standing. The
Peregrine was immediately surrounded by noisy Crows which caused it to fly off
without it's 'kill' - this was lucky for the Lapwing as it was not dead but was very
confused and, in Alan's words, "the Lapwing stumbled across our feet then flew away,
shaken and stirred." On the same day Trevor Carpenter, over on east Hayling, saw a
more experienced Peregrine carrrying Starling that did not get away with its life.
17. Water Rail: The recent cold snap has brought a lot of reports of these elusive birds some are no doubt the result of birds already in our area being forced into the open (as
in a report from the Warnham Mill Pond nature reserve at Horsham where 12 were
seen on the ice of the frozen pond on Nov 20 - with a Fox also out on the ice!) but it is
pretty certain that there have been a lot of new arrivals on the south coast - on Nov 19
an influx was reported at Christchurch Harbour and on Nov 20 an SOS party found
many in the Arun valley south of Pulborough Brooks.
18. Golden Plover: These are now being seen daily in the Eastleigh Lakeside area with a
peak count of around 250 on Nov 15. On Nov 19 Trevor Carpenter had a flock of 139 in
the Mill Rythe/Verner Common area of East Hayling.
19. Sanderling: On Nov 18 Tim Doran found 52 back at the high tide roost on the shingle
beach at Eastney (Portsmouth)

20. Little Stint: Just one was reported to be still in the West Wittering area on Nov 17
though there have been no subsequent reports.
21. Purple Sandpiper: On Nov 17 twelve were seen at Brighton Marina and on Nov 21
fifteen were reported from Cuckmere Haven (I would like confirmation of this, as with
the Smew reported there that day). We have already had four reports from the
Hampshire coast (in the Lymington and Hayling areas) and the latest news is that one
paid a brief visit to Southsea Castle on Nov 19 but flew off again.
22. Dunlin: These are now to be seen daily in their thousands at high tide roosts (e.g.
Andy Johnson had 3000 in the roost on Seagull Island just west of the Black Point
sailing club at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Nov 15) but Trevor Carpenter was
surprised to find 1900 in Cams Bay on Nov 20 as this is not a normal site for them (they
were feeding on a rising tide nearly three hours before the high tide time). These may
well have been newly arrived birds feeding there by chance, but it could be that there is
some problem with their normal feeding areas out in Portsmouth Harbour and this
could be significant - as long ago as 1988 the creation of Port Solent deprived Dunlin
and other wader species of their main high tide roost area and since then the waders
which continue to feed in Portsmouth Harbour fly east over Portsmouth to roost in
Langstone Habour. If they are now feeding right over in the west of the harbour it could
also be that they have found a new safe haven for the high tide period in the MoD
'Defence Munitions' site just south of Cams Bay (Black-tailed Godwits already use it as
a high tide roost)
23. Ruff: There have been many reports of these from the Chichester lakes and from
Pagham Harbour during the autumn but the first news of them being in the West
Wittering area came from Bernie Forbes who saw two there on Nov 15, and now Cliff
Oakley reports one there in the East Head area on Nov 21
24. Jack Snipe: Sightings of these have increased recently with the cold weather. On Nov
19 one was seen at Christchurch Harbour with a 'possible' at Titchfield Haven, on Nov
20 one was in the Greatham Bridge section of the River Arun (where four had been
flushed on Nov 17) and another was at the Bembridge Ponds on the IoW (first for the
Island this autumn), and on Nov 21 John Shillitoe put one up in the wet meadows south
of Newtown village in the Meon valley (west of Denmead) while another was on
Joanne Chattaway's list from Cuckmere Haven.
25. Woodcock: In the past ten days there have been eight reports totalling 15 birds from
the Kent coast, with a sighting of 2 on the IoW and two singles at Portland, all pointing
to a good number of birds arriving from the continent, but one which I flushed by day on
Nov 21 from a dung heap in fields north of Rowlands Castle was probably just one of
our local birds.
26. Black-tailed Godwit: The mud off Nore Barn wood at the west end of the Emsworth
shoreline is sheltered from northerly and westerly winds and this may be a reason why
more Godwits have been feeding there recently - for some time a count of 50 to 70
birds could be found there but on Nov 21 Brian Fellows found 104 of them there
including one with three rings on each leg (I wonder how many you can put on a bird
before it is unable to take off?)
27. Whimbrel: One can usually be found wintering in Pagham Harbour and on Nov 22
Bernie Forbes saw one at Church Norton - no further reports have yet reached me of
the one that was at Titchfield Haven from Nov 16 to 18 but it could well be still there.
28. Spotted Redshank: On Nov 21 four were still on the Lymington marshes and on Nov
22 one appeared in Bembridge Harbour on the IoW (so far this autumn all the

Spotshank sightings on the Island have been on the north coast - this is the first at
Bembridge)
29. Grey Phalarope: It seems that the autumn Phalarope season is coming to an end. The
first winter bird that arrived at Pulborough Brooks on Nov 1 has not been seen there
since Nov 12 but one seen on Nov 17 a little down river on a pool just north of
Greatham Bridge could have been the same bird starting to move off. Similarly the
young bird that was at Brooklands Lake at Worthing from Nov 8 to 15 could have been
reluctant to leave and have been a bird seen on the sea off Worthing on Nov 19 (that is
the last reported anywhere).
30. Laughing Gull: The first winter bird which turned up at the Gosport Cockle Pond on
Nov 5 seems to have been joined by a second young bird on Nov 10 but only one of the
two was seen there up to Nov 13. One of them probably stayed around and was seen
at the Lymington Marshes on Nov 20 and maybe the other one also stayed, to be found
by Trevor Carpenter on school playing fields in the north west of the Fareham urban
area (at Henry Cort school for which I make the map reference to be SU 554071
though Trevor gave SU550070).
31. Little Gull: I have come to expect sightings of these to be of not more than half a
dozen birds but there must be a lot of them that we do not normally see - a check
through this autumn's reports from Dungeness shows counts of 30 there on Sep 11, 70
on Oct 24, 55 on Oct 27 and 59 on Oct 29. In the latest news from Reculver on the
north Kent coast near Whitstable I see a count of 283. Little Gulls have continued to be
seen on the Kent and Dorset coast (most recently 2 at Portland on Nov 19 and 1 at
Dungeness on Nov 20) but Sussex, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight all had last
reported sightings on Nov 11 (except for a report of 6 at Cuckmere Haven from Joanne
Chattaway on Nov 21).
32. Terns: I have seen no reports of Common Tern since Nov 13, and reports of single
Sandwich Terns at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Nov 15 and 22 are probably
of a single bird that intends to spend the winter in the harbour, Even the juvenile Arctic
Tern that has been hanging on in the Solent off the Titchfield area has not been seen
since Nov 19.
33. Barn Owl: As usual winter has brought quite a few reports of Barn Owls hunting before
dusk in several areas but when Bernie Forbes was reporting on the SOS outing which
he led on Nov 20 in the Pulborough/Amberley Brooks area he remarked that the group
watched one owl hunting and saw it fly off .. "carrying a small rodent towards a
potential nesting site, perhaps this owl was feeding young, (few years ago
another pair had a very late brood in the same area)." Bernie was probably
referring to 2002 when the Sussex Bird Report states that a pair fledged three young
from a second brood in the Greatham Bridge area but gives no date for the fledging.
This year I have reported that a second brood hatched in a nest box at Old Idsworth
Farm north of Rowlands Castle and that two downy young were seen in that nest on
Sep 16 and that a parent was seen hunting at 2pm on Sep 27, but I have no news of
them since then. I read that the young spend 9 weeks in the nest after hatching, so
chicks hatched in mid-September would still be being fed in the nest in late November.
If there are chicks in either of these nests I wish them well!
34. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: As leaves fall from broad leaved trees in the autumn
the birder's chances of seeing birds in those trees increases and this is probably why
there have been four reports of these elusive woodpeckers since Nov 12 when one
was reported from the Kent Stour valley, On Nov 19 one was seen in Tilgate Forest just
south of Crawley and another from Compton Down north of Rowlands Castle, while
Nov 20 brought a sighting from the Powdermill Reservoir area north of Hastings.

35. Woodlark: None were seen in the New Forest during the Shrike Survey on Nov 19/20
- not surprising as they should by now have left their breeding areas and moved to
coastal sites, and this is borne out by a sighting of one at East Head (mouth of
Chichester Harbour) on Nov 21.
36. Swallow: The latest sighting to date is of one at Shoreham on Nov 17
37. House Martin: A single was seen at East Head in Chichester Harbour on Nov 21
38. Richard's Pipit: Having heard that one had been seen on Pennington Marsh at
Lymington on the morning of Nov 20 Simon Woolley leapt on his bike in Winchester
and set a new time trial record for the trip to Pennington - in his own words "The
Richard's Pipit showed briefly in flight and on the deck at the last bend in Lower
Pennington Lane at 1015, within a few seconds of me arriving after a 2.3 hour ride in
sub zero temperatures - karma, man! It then flew very high to the west, calling" and I
can now add never to be seen again! While there Simon also added Snow Bunting to
his non-motorised bird list for the year which must now be approching 210 species.
39. Water Pipit: One was at the Sidlesham sewage works close to the Pagham Harbour
visitor centre on Nov 28.
40. Ring Ouzel: I thought the last of these had been seen on Nov 12 but since then there
have been daily reports up to Nov 18 of two birds in the Folkestone area of Kent.
41. Dartford Warbler: Birders walking the New Forest heathland in search of Great Grey
Shrikes during the survey on the weekend of Nov 19/20 reported a total of 111
Dartford Warblers, and other reports from many sites (e.g. seven sightings of single
birds at Sandwich Bay between Oct 23 and Nov 16) seem to indicate that the
population is at a high level this year - but if the forecast hard winter materialises there
could be few left next spring.
42. Common Whitethroat: Two birders visiting the Arundel Wetlands Reserve report
good views on one in Willows there on Nov 19 - presumably a bird that has decided to
stay the winter here? (Last report of a migrant leaving was from Portland on Oct 27)
43. Garden Warbler: I have never heard of these wintering here but a very late bird was
caught by ringers at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Nov 14 (the last report that I have seen
before this was of one at Portland on Oct 28).
44. Bearded Tit: These are being reported in small numbers from all the usual reed beds
but the best recent sighting was by Brian Fellows who went to the Thorney Island Little
Deeps on Nov 21 and estimated that he had around 20 of them feeding within a few
feet of him (and he has the photos to prove it).
45. Nuthatch: These seem to have an aversion to being close to the coast and so I was
pleased to have one calling loudly from a Silver Birch tree in a Wade Court Road
garden (north of the A27) here in Havant on Nov 22
46. Great Grey Shrike: Despite pretty good coverage of most of their normal winter sites
in the New Forest for the survey on Nov 19/20 only two birds were found (in the Holm
Hill area west of Brockenhurst and around Beaulieu Road station to the east). Another
survey is scheduled for mid December.
47. Jackdaw: Towards dusk on Nov 20 Simon Ingram counted 510 Jackdaws heading
east over south Eastleigh towards an unknown roost (maybe as far away as the Elson
wood site in Gosport?). On the same day Ian Pibworth had 126 Jackdaws over the
Testwood Lakes near Southampton and Neil Merchant had several hundred in the
Ditchling Beacon area on the downs north of Brighton.

48. Ravens: 8 were reported from the New Forest on Nov 19/20 but probably there was
some duplication in these reports. An unexpected report from the Whale Chine area
near St Catherine's Point on the IoW (where Ravens are regularly seen and probably
breed) is of two Ravens seen carrying 'Sand Eels' in flight.
49. Redpoll: I very much doubt I could separate an Arctic from a Mealy from a Lesser
Redpoll if I saw them but I am even more baffled by a report on the Reculver (north
Kent coast) website for Nov 19 in which a list of birds seen includes "17 Lesser
Redpolls and 7 Common Redpolls" - can someone please bring me up to date on
the latest taxonomy as I thought Common and Lesser Redpolls were the same
species.
50. Crossbill: John Shillitoe tells us that a flock of up to 28 birds has been in the West
Walk woods (close to Wickham in the Meon valley) from Nov 14 to at least Nov 21, and
Keith Betton's report on the New Forest Shrike survey on Nov 19/20 found 58 Crossbill
at 7 different sites in the New Forest.
51. Bullfinch: The current large scale invasion of Britain by these birds brought a flock of
around 20 high over the Finchdean/Dean Lane End area north of Rowlands Castle,
seen by John Simons on Nov 20
52. Snow Bunting: The bird which was first seen on the Lymington Marshes on Nov 18
had escaped the Peregrine which took its predecessor up to Nov 21 and on Nov 22
one was seen on East Head in Chichester Harbour. On Nov 19 a total of seven were
on the seawall at Pett (Rye Bay) and on Nov 18 a total of 12 were on the north Kent
coast in the Reculver area.
53. Yellowhammer: After the report of as many as 40 in the Lee Farm area on the downs
above Storrington in West Sussex on Nov 17 another small flock of ten was seen near
Ditchling Beacon, north of Brighton, on Nov 20. On Nov 21 two were at the Lymington
Marshes and even I saw one in the area north of Rowlands Castle.
54. Escapees: A juvenile Harris Hawk was seen by John Simons on Nov 19 attempting
to catch pheasants in the Finchdean area north of Rowlands Castle and I think John
hints at feral breeding by this species when he adds "I did have sightings of a female of
the species wearing jessies in the same area earlier this year."
PLANTS
1. November flowering list: the total of species seen in flower sometime in November
this year has now crept up to 134
2. Sea Campion: A single flower on a plant on the Langstone South Moors shore on Nov
22 was one of the new additions to the month list.
3. Bush Vetch: One fresh plant with three flowers found near Wellsworth Farm at
Rowlands Castle on Nov 21 was another addition,
4. Wall Speedwell: Found in an arable field at Finchdean on Nov 21
5. Water Forget-me-not: Newly re-flowering plants in the Langbrook stream at Havant
on Nov 20 were another addition.
6. Feverfew: Another addition at Rowlands Castle on Nov 21
7. Stinking Chamomile: Another addition at Finchdean on Nov 21
INSECTS

1. Dragonflies:
•

Common Darter: One was still flying at the Brook Meadow site in Emsworth on Nov 22

1. Butterflies:
•

Clouded Yellow: Steve Nash has now corrected his website to show that Clouded
Yellows were seen at Durlston in Dorset on Nov 13 (not Oct 13) and in South Devon on
Nov 16

•

Red Admiral: Latest sightings so far were on Nov 21 when I had one on the Rowlands
Castle golf course and Cliff Oakley had one at East Head in Chichester Harbour.

1. Other Insects:
•

Hornets: Further to his report of a new Hornet nest having appeared in his Kent
garden near Tunbridge Wells in September (a presumed 'second brood' for this year)
David Lambert tells me that it remained active until frost on the morning of Nov 18
when one or two flew strongly out of the nest but never returned. David also tells me
that in the last few days before their demise the Hornets had started to attack their own
nest and consume some of the grubs still in it - he tells me that other Wasp species do
the same. I suspect this may be an indication of desperate hunger on the part of the
adults rather than any other motive though it slightly conflicts with one thing I have read
about these insects - namely that the adults are purely 'vegetarian' and themselves
only consume nectar or other sugars, though they spend their time catching other
insects (I have seen one carrying off a Common Wasp) to feed their young grubs
(whose diet is exclusively meat).

OTHER
1. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: Nothing more has been heard of the 'human watching' dolphin
which was recently in Portsmouth Harbour and given the name 'Spinnaker' by the local
press whose horizons do not stretch far enough to be aware that what was probably
the same attention seeking animal had recently been drawing the crowds to watch it
from Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight (where it had been given the name 'Ethelred').
Latest news has reports of two un-named individuals off Portland Bill on Nov 20 and
21.
2. Fin Whale: Most people will have seen pictures on TV of the 54 foot long (16.6 metres)
corpse of a Whale drifting towards the Isle of Wight where it was towed ashore and
beached near Seaview before being chopped up and dumped in a landfill site. I notice
that both IoW birding sites give it a mention but both spell it as a Finn Whale as if it was
a native of Finland (or a racing dinghy of the Finn Class) so I checked and found I was
correct in thinking it was a 'Fin' Whale (or Common Rorqual) properly known as
Balaenoptera phsalus. Maybe it has a final trick up its smelly sleeve and will bring
some interesting gulls to the rubbish tip chosen for its burial.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports ...... Sun2011
Tue 22 Nov
A. Langstone South Moors shore and Budds Farm
On my way to Langstone I heard a noisy Nuthatch in Wade Court Road (a rarity in
Havant) and a Reed Bunting at Langstone Mill Pond. After pinning up John
Goodspeed’s Nature Notes poster at Langstone West Mill I went on down the
Langbrook stream to its mouth where I found an unexpected flock of 55 Shelduck in
addition to the normal Wigeon, Brent, Oystercatchers and gulls. Other waders

included a flock of perhaps 100 Dunlin with 26 Curlew, a few Redshank, 3
Turnstone and a single Black-tailed Godwit. While here I made a perfunctory check
for flowers on Sea Campion (not expecting to see any) and actually found one - an
addition to the November list.
Further west along the seawall I came on at least five Rock Pipits, and scanning out
over the harbour I picked up the battleship grey hull of a female Goosander, identfying
itself by the white base to the neck and the dark shaggy head. It was following the deep
water channel called Broad Lake north from the Langstone Channel, and during the 15
minutes or so that I had it in sight it paddled slowly north past Long Island and then
west along Chalkdock Lake past North Binness.
I did not stand watching it for all that time but cycled on round the base of Budds
Mound to check out the Budds Farm shore and Broadmarsh slipway area where I saw
nothing more interesting that another 9 Shelduck, 3 Little Grebes, a Heron and an
Egret.
As I happened to have my secauteurs in my bicycle repair kit I decided to climb the
steps onto Budds Mound and clear the bramble bush which has made this route
almost impassable in the past few months. This task occupied me for some time but
when finished I thought it a more worthwhile endeaviour than joining next week-ends
task force which is to assemble at the Oysterbeds in order to collect and count the
number of Cotton Buds washed up on the beach.
As I reward for this I had my first view for this winter (although Mike Collins saw it back
here as early as Oct 20) of the Fudge Duck (the supposedly hybrid Ferruginous
Duck which has spent each winter in this area since it was a juvenile in the autumn of
1999). With it on the Budds Farm pools the usual Mallard, Pochard, Tufted Duck,
Teal and Shoveler were present so I went home via Southmoor Lane, finding the
expected Cow Parsley, Hedgerow Cranesbill, Oxford and Hoary Ragwort in flower
along with Evening Primrose and Guernsey Fleabane. One unexpected new flower
here was Stone Parsley.
Mon 21 Nov
A. Cicular walk north of Rowlands Castle Golf Course
It is a long time since I was in the Blendworth-Finchdean area north-west of Rowlands
Castle so this afternoon I took a 5 mile walk around the area in pleasant winter
sunshine.
Parking in Holt Gardens off Links Lane at Rowlands Castle I set of across the Golf
Course and through The Holt wood on the Monarch’s Way path. No need to dodge
behind trees to avoid flying golf balls today as the course is out of action while new
drainage is being installed, and the sunlit side of the Hawthorn trees beside the path
attracted a Red Admiral butterfly. Nothing much in the wood but I did put up a
Buzzard which had been resting in one of the trees, and at one sunlit track junction
both Wavy Bittercress and Lesser Swinecress were still flowering (just!).
Reaching Pyle Lane I turned right towards Blendworth, from where I could hear the
noise of many Rooks and Jackdaws, with a single Brambling flying over me towards
them giving its hard ‘eeek’ call note. Nothing else of much interest until I was nearing St
Giles Farm (can anyone tell me if the farmer’s name is Giles? and is he a saint?) and
turned right on the field path heading east towards Wick Hanger. Before reaching that
wood the path crosses a minor road and just before reaching that road there is a
massive and long established dung heap which I scanned from a distance in case it
had tempted a Little Owl down for an afternoon tea of worms. All I could see near it

was a Mistle Thrush but as I drew close to it a Woodcock rose from the hidden far
side and flew south along the line of the top of the dunghill, just giving me enough view
of its rich dark brown colour and flight jizz to confirm its identity before it vanished.
When I reached the side where it had been I had extra confirmation in that the ground
there was a urine bog well suited to probing by a Woodcock and not likely to attract a
dark coloured Pheasant (the only other, but unlikely, possibility - a Pheasant would
look entirely different in flight and more than likely would have made a noisy exit - this
bird was silent). Crossing the road I added another ‘rarity’ to my list - a cock
Yellowhammer which flew in to a tree top and waited for me to admire it.
Going downhill through Wick Hanger behind the ‘new’ Idsworth House I dutifully
admired Hampshire’s equivalent of Box Hill (bushes and trees of Box line the downhill
path - presumably their ancestors were planted on this north east facing steep slope
when the House was built here but they have now spread and show no sign of ever
being part of an ornamental garden).
At the bottom of the hill, between Wick Farm and Finchdean village, walkers are
encouraged to use a field edge path rather than walk on the road, and in this field edge
I found several plants in flower including Wall Speedwell and Stinking Chamomile
(Anthemis cotula). I remember walking through a field full of this plant near Chidham
village in the past and recall that it really did ‘stink’ after pressing by the boots of a party
of walkers, but I have seen this plant more than once recently and been uncertain if I
was looking at it or at Scented Mayweed (the scent I got from crushing a few leaves in
my hand was not particularly pleasant but nor was it ‘stinking’). This time I brought a
specimen home to check it out and the first thing I learnt was that Francis Rose gives
the flowering time for Scented Mayweed as June and July only, whereas Stinking
Chamomile flowers later (from July to September) - that is a clue but no proof of
identity as anything flowering in late November is ‘out of season’. The slightly
unpleasant smell is another better clue, and the apparently solid centre to the
flowerhead is further proof that this is not Scented Mayweed.
Continuing through Finchdean village, then up the hill on the road, my final stage back
to Rowlands Castle was over the fields with Cherry Row wood on my left. The field
path takes you to Wellsworth Farm and then along Wellsworth Lane, and it was on the
south side of this lane, just beyond the Farm house, that I made my best find - one
plant of Bush Vetch in fresh flower. Before getting back to the car I also added
Feverfew in flower, found in an ‘alleyway’ path between Bowes Hill and Links Lane.

Wildlife diary and news for Nov 14 - 20 (Week 46)
Sun 20 Nov
A. Budds Farm area
A cycle ride after lunch took me to Budds Farm, passing a new addition to my
November flowering list in the shape of Water Forget-me-not in the Langbrook stream
near Tesco’s.
On the pools Teal were up to over 100 and Pochard had also increased but to less
than 20 with a similar number of Tufted Duck.
Looking south from the mound over a glassy Langstone Harbour at high tide I’m pretty
sure that I saw 8 Black-necked Grebe but they were only black silhouettes in my
binoculars at a range of about 1 km. They were certainly bigger and had longer
straighter necks than Little Grebe and were smaller than the few Great Crested that
were also on the water.

Heading along the Budds Farm shore to the mouth of the Hermitage stream I reached
the point opposite Broadmarsh slipway to find a Common Sandpiper on the tideline
right below me but had nothing else of note on the way home
B. (Sun2011) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Black-throated Diver: Six flew past Dungeness on Nov 15 and one was seen there on
Nov 16
2. Red-necked Grebe: One went past Dungeness on Nov 15
3. Black-necked Grebe: I'm pretty sure I saw 8 in Langstone Harbour Broad Lake area
on Nov 20 but could not be certain with only my binoculars at a distance of around 1km
south of my viewpoint on Budds Mound
4. Cattle Egret: One made a one day visit to Portland Bill on Nov 17
5. Great White Egret: Alistair Martin saw one of these at Mockbeggar Lake (Ringwood)
on Nov 18 - this was the ringed bird which seems to have been based there since July
17 this year.
6. Bewick's Swan: Nine flew over Reculver on the north Kent coast on Nov 16 (four or
more had flown over the IoW on Nov 13)
7. White-front Goose: Seven went over Reculver on Nov 16 - these seem to be the first
to reach southern England this winter
8. Pale-bellied Brent: Two were seen at West Wittering on Nov 17 - I think they are the
first to be seen in either Chichester or Langstone Harbours this winter. Another single
was at Portland on Nov 18
9. Black Brant: The single West Wittering bird was seen again on Nov 17 and on Nov 16
one was in the Yarmouth area of the IoW (first on the IoW this winter).
10. Mandarin: On Nov 19 Trevor Carpenter flushed on from the water of Mill Rythe on east
Hayling - it flew off with a group of seven Mallard. Another was reported at Dungeness
(RSPB reserve) on Nov 18
11. Teal: On Nov 20 the Teal count on the Budds Farm pools had shot up to over 100
12. Goldeneye: It seems that the first to arrive back in Hampshrie was here on Oct 22
when Jason Crook saw one or more in Langstone Harbour, followed by a group of four
seen by Tim Doran at Ibsley Water in the Avon Valley on Oct 23, and on Oct 26 John
Clark saw 6 females on Ibsley Water. No more known to me (in Hampshire) until Nov
17 when I saw four (one smart male and three females) off the Warblington shore east
of Langstone. Oct 18 brought the first report of this winter from the Isle of Wight (six
females at Whale Chine near St Catherie's Point) and also gave me another four in
Langstone Harbour.
13. Merganser: Increasing numbers are shown in reports of 22 in the Nutbourne-Prinsted
area of Chichester Harbour on Nov 18 and 25 at Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Nov
19
14. Rough-legged Buzzard: Oct 15 brought the first of two or three reports of a possible
Rough-legged Buzzard in the Lewes Brooks area (around the Ouse south of the town)
but so far I have not seen any claim a positive id for it. This may be the same bird that
gave rise to at least two dozen reports in the same area in 2003 and which gets an

entry in the Sussex Bird Report for that year along with two more birds seen together in
the Sheffield Park area (west of Haywards Heath).
15. Avocet: On Nov 16 Ralph Hollins saw a tight flock of 20 fly from Nutbourne Bay to
pitch somewhere at the north end of the Thorney Channel as the tide was falling.
16. Purple Sandpiper: On Nov 15 Tim Doran saw one at Southsea Castle (first report
from there this winter) but it flew off and he did not see it return. On Nov 17 four were
seen at Christchurch Harbour
17. Jack Snipe: Bernie Forbes put up four different birds by the River Arun near Greatham
Bridge on Nov 17 - maybe an indication of the arrival of others at other sites?
18. Woodcock: Six were at Dungeness and two at Folkestone on Nov 17 when one turned
up at Portland - presumably all new arrivals from the continent
19. Whimbrel: What was presumably a wintering bird was at Titchfield Haven on Nov 16
to 18
20. Spotted Redshank: Four at Normandy (Lymington) on Nov 18
21. Sandpipers: Both Green and Common have been seen at Titchfield Haven recently
and on Nov 20 Ralph Hollins had close views of a Common on the shore of the
Hermitage Stream opposite the Broadmarsh slipway
22. Sanderling: Tim Doran found 52 at the Eastney beach high tide roost on Nov 18
23. Sabine's Gull: On Nov 18 George Spraggs found the headless corpse of one
(presumably the bird which had been seen on the Hayling Bay shore on Nov 11 and
12) on the beach of the Chichester Harbour mouth just south of the Hayling Lifeboat
station. The bird probably died of exhaustion and lack of food after a prolonged
struggle with the gales that brought it to the Hayling shore and the head was probably
removed by a Fox (George says there was little or no meat on the body but both avian
raptors and Foxes know that there is a good source of protein left in the brain of the
most mal-nourished corpse)
24. Black-headed Gull: On Nov 19 Ralph Hollins found some 2000 of these gulls resting
on the Southleigh Farm fields between Havant and Emsworth as they do daily in winter
months - these large open arable fields provide an ideal resting place for the gulls
when not feeding on the nearby Southleigh Forest rubbish tip, and are a convenient
staging post between the tip and Chichester Harbour. Relatively few Herring Gulls
were with them (perhaps 200) as well as some 20 Great Blackbacks and one Lesser (I
saw no Common Gulls).
25. Ring-billed Gull: Still at Gosport Cockle Pond on Nov 18
26. Arctic Tern: The juvenile was still seen on the Titchfield Haven shore on Nov 19 but no
other tern species are mentioned in the latest news.
27. Razorbill: There have been several offshore reports of Auks recently but a Razorbill
seen in Haslar Lake at Gosport on Nov 18 is worth a mention
28. Puffin: Also worth a mention is a Puffin sighting going west past Dungeness on Nov 15
29. Tawny Owl: An unusual report (with photo) is of a dead Tawny Owl hanging by one
foot from a power cable in the Rye area of East Sussex. I have often seen birds of
various sizes perched on what seem to be live wires without apparently coming to any
harm - maybe this bird happened to stretch its wing until it came in contact with another
wire (or possibly with a nearby tree) and maybe this does occasionally happen but the

dead bird then falls to the ground and is not seen by passers by whereas this one has
one foot firmly locked around the wire leaving it hanging there. The only other similar
case that I can recall involved a young Herring Gull seen by George Spraggs on 26 Oct
2004 at the extreme north end of the old railway line on Hayling - that corpse
'decorated' the wires for sometime but in that case the bird seemed to have flown into
the wire, broken its wing and become hooked to the wire by its wing, and that could
have happened without the wire being 'live'.
30. Short-eared Owl: Two were seen by Kelvin Pearce back at the Bransbury Common
site by the River Test near Andover on Nov 14 - with them were 4 Tawny Owls, 1 Barn
Owl, 2 Buzzards, 2 Sparrowhawks and 2 Kestrels
31. Skylark: Among other birds seen by Bob Marchant when checking fields east of
Upham (north east of Bishops Waltham) on Nov 17 were 210 Skylarks, a number only
exceeded by one other observation in Hampshire this year (an extimated 300 in the
Chilling area near Titchfield on Jan 15, though there was a count of more than 150 at
Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on Oct 3)
32. Swallow: One was flying around houses at Sandown on the IoW on Nov 16
33. Waxwing: The first report I am aware of for this winter is of a single bird at Reculver on
the north Kent coast on Nov 18
34. Wheatear: Nov 16 also found a Wheatear still present by the Royal Military Canal
between Pett and Winchelsea in East Sussex,
35. Thrushes: 1230 Blackbirds flew in off the sea at Dungeness on Nov 17 along with
1550 Fieldfares and 190 Redwing. At Reculver near Whitstable on the north Kent
coast this invasion of continental thrushes had started with 420 Fieldfare on Nov 15,
on Nov 17 the number had risen to 1000+ and the Fieldfare count going west along the
north Kent coast on Nov 18 was 2150
36. Mistle Thrush: Probably as a side effect of this invasion a resident Mistle Thrush at
Winchelsea was heard singing by Cliff Dean on Nov 17
37. Reed Warbler: The latest ever Reed Warbler for Sussex was at the Pannel Valley
nature reserve (east of Rye) on Nov 18 - what is said to have been a different bird was
there on Nov 17.
38. Garden Warbler: Another very late bird was seen at Sandwich Bay on Nov 14 (I think
it was caught by ringers)
39. Chiff Chaff: Ten wintering birds were at Coldwaltham sewage works south of
Pulborough on Nov 17 (when I had two calling loudly in the seawall Tamarisks along
the Warblington shore)
40. Rook: On Nov 17 Derek Hale found 20 Rooks back at their nests close to Brading
sewage works on the IoW but I don't think they were seriously thinking of nesting.
41. Twite: Two were seen at Dungeness on Nov 18 (I have heard of three previous reports
along the south coast this autumn, the first being at Cuckmere Haven on Oct 2)
42. Bullfinch: Another twist to the story of the unusual number of Bullfinch on the move
this autumn is that on Nov 18 one which was trapped at Portland Bill was found to be
wearing a ring of the type used by the breeders of cage birds.
43. Hawfinch: Another unusual sighting was of a Hawfinch perched in a hedgerow tree in
fields east of Upham village near Bishops Waltham on Nov 17

44. Lapland Bunting: Also on Nov 17 one of these was on East Head at the mouth of
Chichester Harbour.
45. Snow Bunting: Quite a few of these have been seen recently. On Nov 16 a flock of 8
was on the sands at Camber (just east of Rye) - at least three were still there on Nov 18
when one arrived on the Normandy seawall near Lymington (hope it evades the
Peregrine which took the last one to be seen there on Nov 4). On the north Kent coast
Nov 18 brought a flock of 12 Snow Buntings
46. Yellowhammer: Bernie Forbes estimated that on Nov 17 there were 40 present with
other finches at Lee Farm on the Sussex Downs near Storrington. Among the others
were 100 Reed Buntings and 40 Corn Buntings which I strongly suspect to have
been new arrivals from the continent rather than local birds gathering into a winter
flock.
PLANTS
1. November Flowering List: Now up to 128 species despite the frost.
2. Goat Willow: Not flowering but catkins on a Goat Willow in the Brownwich area near
Titchfield had shed their brown 'leather' winter coats and were already dressed in silver
wool spring coats on Nov 14
3. Stone Parsley: On Nov 19 one large plant in the East Park at Stansted was covered
with flowers apparently untouched by the frosts
4. Butterbur: Another entry not in the flowering list but newsworthy as I have never
before seen fresh new Butterbur leaves (which normally appear after the flowers in
early spring) at this time of year as I did at Racton on Nov 19
5. Water Forget-me-not: The latest new entry to the November flowering list was this
species with several plants flowering in the Langbrook stream on Nov 20 (when
Hedgerow Cranesbill was also still in the best of health beside Southmoor Lane).
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Common Darter: Four were flying at Titchfield Haven on Nov 14 (two of them
mating in tandem) and on Nov 18 more than a dozen were on the wing at the
Pannel Valley Nature Reserve near Rye.

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Steve Nash's migrant insect website list two reports of
Clouded Yellow which probably occurred last month but are slotted in the list of
sightings as if they occurred in November. In the Nov 16 slot is an entry for a
Clouded Yellows seen in South Devon though it has a date of Oct 16. Similarly a
sighting of one at Durlston in Dorset has a date of Oct 13 but appears in the Nov
13 slot - no doubt the truth will emerge!

o

Brimstone: A female was flying in the New Forest on Nov 14, watched by
Adrian Hoskins for a good 10 minutes

o

Long-tailed Blue: An unconfirmed report of one in the Bournemouth area on
Nov 4 sounds unlikely.

o

Red Admiral: The name is said to have been originally the Red Admirable and
one cannot but admire them both for their beauty and for their determination to

keep going when the rest have stopped. On Nov 15 Andrew Brookes saw three
of them struggling north into a headwind as they passed his fishing boat two
miles south of the Isle of Wight
o

Peacock: Jane Humphry had one flying in the Titchfield Common area on Nov
14

3. Moths:
o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: One still flying at Portland on Nov 15 (no doubt after
a short sea trip from the Azores - only joking!)

OTHER
1. Death Cap toadstool: Richard Carpenter found one of these in the Hill Head area on
Nov 17, the second I know of locally this autumn
Sat 19 Nov
A. Havant to Walderton via Stansted Forest
This morning’s bright sunshine and blue sky saw me cycling to the Hollybank Woods
and on along the Monarch’s Way through Stansted East Park to Walderton, then back
via Aldsworth and north Emsworth.
I was hoping to find some winter birds but the only real bird interest was in the large
flock of gulls on the Southleigh Farm fields where they sit out the intervals between
feeding on the Southleigh Forest rubbish tip throughout the winter. My estimate of their
numbers was of 2000 Black-headed with a relatively small number of Herring Gulls
(perhaps 200) and less than 50 Great Blackbacks with only one Lesser that I could
spot (a grey backed British race bird).
Elsewhere I heard one Buzzard in the Lordington Copse area above Walderton and
saw a Kestrel heading south from the Racton folly tower. A good number of Rooks
were in the fields below Racton Park Farm, and at various points en route I heard
Jays, Bullfinch, Chaffinch and Long-tailed Tits and saw a few cock Pheasants
keeping a wary eye and ear on the noisy shoots out on this winter morning.
Back at home I found a Green Woodpecker working the edges of the lawn in search
of ant nests, reminding me that I saw one Great Spotted while I was out.
In Stansted East Park a large plant of Stone Parsley was in full flower, apparently
untouched by the frost, and at the Racton road junction I was very puzzled to see what
seemed to be a good crop of fresh young Butterbur leaves with no sign of any flowers
(this plant always puts its flowers up before the leaves appear).
Fri 18 Nov
A. Broadmarsh
This morning I cycled to Broadmarsh where I found four more Goldeneye (all females)
in Chalk Dock, and had a nice but small high tide roost flock of 38 Turnstone, 7
Ringed Plover and a Dunlin very close to the cycleway.
Among the plants still flowering beside the cycleway were Blue Fleabane,
Yellow-wort, Tufted Vetch and Chinese Mugwort with a fresh new plant of Spear
Thistle in flower. At the small carpark White Melilot still had flowers but the Musk
Mallow could only show a few badly frosted pink petals drooping from its last flower.
The Hermitage Stream added Oxford Ragwort flowers.

Thu 17 Nov
A. Langstone to Emsworth along the shore
With the tide starting to drop after lunch I cycled down to Langstone and then along the
shore to Emsworth in lovely winter sunshine on an unruffled sea.
A full selection of wader species were on show at Langstone but in very small numbers
(only one or two Golden Plover to be seen) so I cycled on to the bench at the end of
Pook Lane where the first thing I saw was a Red Admiral in strong flight above me.
Wigeon and Brent seemed to be the only contenders for my attention on the water - at
least 200 Brent were on the Warblington fields - but while scanning for the apparently
departed Long-tailed Duck I spotted a lovely line of four Goldeneye (three females
headed by a smart male) which sailed past me, heading east, mainly on the surface
but occasionally diving.
At the east end of the large open mudflat there were at least 200 Dunlin as a token
show of feeding waders, and by the stream beyond them I counted just five Shelduck
with perhaps 30 Wigeon but no Pintail yet.
Further east two Chiffchaffs were calling noisily in the Tamarisks and in the stubble
field behind Conigar Point the Field Woundwort was flowering more strongly than last
week (despite the frost), and before I turned for home I found several plants of Cow
Parsley still flowering at Nore Barn (where there was a good show of 50 Black-tailed
Godwit.
Wed 16 Nov
A. Nutbourne Bay
This afternoon I cycled via Emsworth to Prinsted and Nutbourne, returning by the
same route into another dramatic sunset.
Going through Emsworth I saw one flower head on the Winter Heliotrope on the south
side of the main road just west of the roundabout, and turning down Slipper Road I
found the Strawberry treee in superb flower - the bell shape of the white flowers
shows one reason for this tree to be part of the Heather family!
Turning east into Thornham Lane I half expected to see flowers on the Alexanders
plants - there leaves are so full and fresh. Nothing more of interest (other than the four
Llamas grazing in the field opposite Thornham Farm) until I reached the seawall at
Prinsted where a single flower on Wood Avens (Herb Bennet) was very unexpected
among the sea defence boulders. In Prinsted Bay the only bird was a noisy
Greenshank but the water beyond the bay had very little on it until I reached the
Nutbourne end of the seawall where there were a few Wigeon, Pintail, Brent and
gulls.
As I reached the point of the bay something seemed to disturb the gulls in Nutbourne
Bay and hundreds headed off towards the Thorney Channel. Idly scanning through this
mass I realised that there were Avocet among them and I soon had my bins on a tight
flock of 20 Avocet and followed them west until the pitched on the newly exposed
mud.
At this point a Cetti’s Warbler sang loudly from the reeds inside the seawall, and
turning towards it I almost missed a very rapid fly past of a Merlin which was following
the outside of the seawall before shooting over it to cross the rough fields towards
Prinsted - I would have missed it entirely had not all the waders in the bay sounded
alarm calls at the falcon’s approach.

Going inland to Farm Lane I turned west to start home through the orchards where I
stopped and found leaves, but no flowers, on the Dwarf Mallow plants. While stopped
I spoke to a passing dog walker and learnt that the whole plot of land (i.e. the orchards)
had recently been sold and as I continued west I found that half the trees of the orchard
had been grubbed out. I wonder what the future holds for this land?
At Thornham Lane I turned east to check out the Thornham Marshes area - I saw no
owls but luckily Jeff Goodridge was there before me and had seen one Short-eared
Owl catch a small rodent before going back into hiding. Going back along the lane a
low flying Kestrel came through the hedge on one side, missed my bike, and
disappeared through the other hedge - presumably it was trying to be a proper falcon
and catch a bird for its supper.
Nothing more of interest on the way home but my garden did have one newcomer this
morning - a singing Goldcrest - and in mid-day sunshine I had a single Red Admiral
out in Havant.
B. (Wed1611) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1311
Highlights of the news below:
Birds:
•

Great Northern Diver - a couple of 'inland' sightings on the River Yar and at Nutbourne
Bay

•

Cormorant - at Rye Harbour they are culling trees to avoid culling Cormorants

•

Wigeon - a copulating pair at the Testwood Lakes thought spring had come early

•

Goldeneye - four back at Langstone on Nov 17 (and 300 Knot seen at Black Point)

•

Corncrake - birders at Portland searching for a Little Bunting came up with a Corncrake

•

Black Tern - a late bird at Barcombe Reservoir near Lewes

•

Little Auk - one given the cold shoulder by waders at Black Point flew off with a Skylark

•

Hoopoe - one briefly on Hayling on Nov 14

Plants:
•

November flowering list now 126 species

Insects:
•

Red Admirals, Common Darter and a hoverfly still on the wing

BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: One was off Titchfield Haven on Nov 12 and another/the same
was off the mouth of Chichester Harbour on the next day. Singles were also seen in
Rye Bay and at Portland on Nov 12.
2. Great Northern Diver: On Nov 13 one came into Yarmouth Harbour and was seen in
the Western Yar river, and on that same day two were seen at high tide within 30 feet
of the seawall in Nutbourne Bay after they had come into Chichester Harbour and all
the way up the Thorney Channel. These two seem to have stayed in Chichester

Harbour until Nov 15 when an SOS group saw them from East Head and Andy
Johnson saw at least one of them from Black Point
3. Great Crested Grebe: The first substantial flock to be seen on the open sea of the
English Channel had 45 birds and was seen off Climping beach (between the mouth of
the R Arun and Bognor) on Nov 15
4. Cormorant: An interesting news item from Castle Water in the Rye Harbour nature
reserve, where many Cormorants have for years both nested and roosted in trees
above the water. Analysis of that water shows a very high phosphate level as a result
of the tons of Cormorant droppings (remember how we used to import guano from
South America before the age of manufactured agricultural chemicals) and this is
threatening to kill off invertebrate and fish life in the water - perhaps to the extent at
which no Bitterns bother to come there. The conservation bodies have decided on a
cunning plant to get the Cormorants to move away - they are about to cut down all the
trees which the birds currently use.
5. Bittern: At least two are currently present at Rye Harbour - seen on both Nov 5 and 12
6. Spoonbill: Reports of up to two in the Selsey Pagham area on Nov 12, 13 and 14
7. Brant: The single bird in the Wittering area was seen on Nov 13 and again on Nov 15
(this time from Black Point when the Wittering Brent came onto the shingle bar on the
east side of the harbour mouth channel across from Black Point)
8. Wigeon: Ian Pibworth had an unexpected November sighting of a pair copulating at
the Testwood Lakes near Southampton on Nov 13.
9. Pintail: Numbers are slowly increasing with 24 at Hook/Warsash on Nov 13 and more
than 15 in Nutbourne Bay on Nov 16
10. Eider: On Nov 12 Dan Houghton saw 61 off Titchfield Haven, pushing the maximum
count for this winter up a notch from 55
11. Common Scoter: On Nov 15 Bernie Forbes had what I think is the first substantial
flock of these inside Chichester Harbour when he saw 20 off West Wittering.
12. Velvet Scoter: A single bird was seen off Titchfield Haven on Nov 12 by two birders,
the first to be seen in Hampshire waters since last April. On Nov 15 Owen Mitchell saw
4 off Climping beach (east of Bognor)
13. Goldeneye: I expect these to be back in Hampshire waters from about Oct 25 but this
year I have so far seen just four reports. Singles were seen at Dungeness on Oct 27
and Nov 11, one was at Rye Harbour on Nov 12 and on Nov 13 Derek Hale saw two on
Stockers Lake at Rickmansworth in Hertfordshire (perhaps the latter sighting is the
clue to the delay - maybe they are all held up on the M25 in that area!). P.S. Before
making this update I have seen four Goldeneye (male with three females) off the
Warblington shore of Chichester Harbour on Nov 17
14. Red Breasted Merganser: Numbers of these are at last appearing on the south coast.
On Nov 11 three flew past Selsey Bill and five were in Haslar Lake (the creek running
along the south of the Cockle Pond area in Gosport). On Nov 12 one was seen in
Chichester Harbour from Black Point and on Nov 13 Tom Bickerton saw several in the
Nutbourne Bay area at the head of the Thorney Channel while Trevor Carpenter had
four off Hook/Warsash. Nov 15 brought reports of several flocks in the Stockers Lake
area of Chichester Harbour seen from West Wittering and Owen Mitchell saw at least
one off the coast east of Bognor.

15. Goosander: One redhead flew north over the Testwood Lakes near Southampton on
Nov 13 - probably one of the 'Avon Valley birds' rather than a new arrival from the
north?
16. Ruddy Duck: Cliff Dean reports 11 in the Pett Level pools on Nov 12 as new arrivals
there.
17. Marsh Harrier: On Nov 12 John Simons saw one cross the A259 as he was driving
from Chichester towards Bognor, and on Nov 13 Bob Willows saw one in the nearby
Pagham Harbour area.
18. Sparrowhawk: On Nov 13 at least 18 and maybe 22 went over Christchurch Harbour
as migrants (I think they were going west though the direction was not given)
19. Buzzard: Plenty of these around and I was pleased to have a garden tick when one
drifted over Havant on the morning of Nov 14.
20. Merlin: On Nov 13 Tom Bickerton had a female on the landing lights at the Thornham
Marshes (Thorney Island) and on Nov 16 I had one hunting around nearby Nutbourne
Bay.
21. Peregrine: On Nov 14 Trevor Carpenter had two back on a favourite winter perch on
an electricity pylon visible from the west end of Portsdown above the River Wallington
(one of the line coming up from White Dell Farm towards Swivelton Lane)
22. Corncrake: A late migrant going south at Portland was flushed on the morning of Nov
12 by birders searching for a probable Little Bunting which they had heard (but never
saw)
23. Golden Plover: In addition to the regular 200 in the area just east of Langstone Bridge
Trevor Carpenter saw a much larger flock of around 1000 going north up the Emsworth
Channel from the Gutner Point area of east Hayling on Nov 12. These are probably
based on the old Thorney airfield but might be seen on the north Hayling fields or fields
on either side of the A27 between Southbourne and Westbourne. On Nov 13 the first
substantial flock was back in the area between Eastleigh and the M27 - Simon Ingram
saw 162 from the Lakeside Country Park.
24. Knot: Another first big flock in the Havant area was of 300 Knot in the wader roost just
west of Black Point Sailing Club seen by Andy Johnson on Nov 15. With them were
3000 Dunlin, 120 Oystercatcher, 110 Sanderling, 100 Ringed Plover and others.
25. Little Stint: Just one was seen again at West Wittering on Nov 15
26. Purple Sandpiper: One seen at Barton on Sea at the west end of the Solent on Nov
14 could be the first to settle in Hampshire for the winter - singles at the Lymington
Marshes on Sep 27, at Milford on Sea on Oct 25 and at Black Point on Hayling on Nov
5 all passed on west.
27. Woodcock: One at Dungeness on Nov 11 and two at West High Down on the IoW on
Nov 12 were probably arrivals from the continent.
28. Grey Phalarope: In addition to another dozen coastal sightings one choose a slightly
unexpected place to settle from Nov 12 to 15 (at least) - this was in a grassy roadside
hollow, filled by recent rain, close to a golf course at Burley in the New Forest - the bird
has not been put off by the traffic on the road nor by golfers walking nearby (though
none has yet hit it with a golf ball).
29. Mediterranean Gull: Kris Gillam found a total of 121 along the east coast of the Isle of
Wight on Nov 12. They were found in small numbers of up to a dozen at nine widely

separated sites with a concentration of 81 in the Black Rock high tide roost (south of
Bembridge between the Foreland and Culver Down)
30. Laughing Gull: No reports have reached me since Nov 13 - I suspect they have all left
as the Dungeness news for Nov 14 was that the one there could not be found after Nov
13.
31. Lesser Black-back Gull: Nov 13 seems to have seen a number of these leave the
country - 270 were seen moving over Christchurch Harbour, I guess heading towards
Portland from which at least 100 were seen to fly south
32. Sandwich Tern: The latest sightings I have heard of were one at Fishbourne (IoW) on
Nov 11, one at Dungeness on Nov 14 and one seen in Chichester Harbour from Black
Point on Nov 15
33. Common Tern: A juvenile was still fishing in Southampton Water on Nov 13
34. Arctic Tern: On Nov 13 two juveniles were still in the Hook/Warsash area (and one at
Dungeness), and on Nov 15 one was in Chichester Harbour off West Wittering.
35. Black Tern: One was at Barcombe Reservoir near Lewes on Nov 13
36. Little Auk: At least two, maybe three, were at Portland on Nov 11 and on Nov 15 one
flew into Chichester Harbour and was later seen by Andy Johnson attempting to land in
the tightly packed wader roost on 'Seagull Island' just west of Black Point - this did not
go down well with the waders and after several attempts the Auk gave up and flew
upwards to join company with a Skylark heading south - when last seen these two
were heading out to sea in close formation.
37. Stock Dove: A count of 314 Stock Doves near St Catherine's Point on the IoW on Nov
13 was said by Kris Gillam to be the biggest count on the island since 1997 but it was
nothing compared to the 1200 which went over Christchurch Harbour that day (and on
Nov 14 the count there was up to 1500). Interestingly many of the birds seen on the
Isle of Wight were coming in off the sea, and in view of the current lack of knowledge of
where most of the vast numbers of passage birds seen along the coast recently come
from or go to I wonder if these Doves had flown south from Portland, turned east in the
Channel and come back north to the Isle of Wight to go round the circuit again, (This
would tie in with Mike Collins recent sighting of many Skyarks going west parallel to the
south coast but 14 miles south of it).
38. Wood Pigeon: To add to my theory that the birds currently on passage have even less
idea of where they are going than the birders do, I see that on Nov 13 Trevor Carpenter
watched nearly 9000 Wood Pigeons (supposed to be heading south from Portland or
St Catherine's Point) heading north up the line of the Hamble River from Hook on the
Solent shore while 16000 more split the difference and went west over Christchurch
Harbour.. On Nov 14 watchers at Christchurch Harbour added to the confusion by
recording 41000 or more going southwest with many so high that they would have
passed un-noticed had not the sun caught white patches on some of the birds to draw
attention to their presence.
39. Short-eared Owl: Among many recent sightings along the south coast at least one
was hunting on the Thornham Marshes (Thorney Island) on Nov 16, seen by Jeff
Goodridge to catch a vole.
40. Eagle Owl: I was very interested by the TV program showing that they are rapidly
expanding their range in Europe and are already breeding in Britain. While there are no
doubt a good number of escapees in the British Isles it seems more than likely that
genuine wild birds have already arrived from Europe (and that more will do so in the

future). I would certainly deplore any campaign by the conservation bodies to prevent
them settling here.
41. Hoopoe: On Nov 11 Andy Johnson found a Sabine's Gull on south Hayling. on Nov
13 he found a Desert Wheatear there, and on Nov 14 he saw a Hoopoe arrive at
Sandy Point before it flew west (passing over at least two birders en route) to land in
the Sinah Golf Course from which it later flew on west to places as yet unknown.
42. Woodlark: Trevor Carpenter saw four fly north over Hook/Warsash.
43. Swallow: The most recent sightings have been of 15 going south over Dungeness on
Nov 12, when one was also seen going west at Pett near Hastings, and of a single
going south over West Wittering on Nov 15 - no other hirundines in the latest news.
44. Richard's Pipit: One was at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 13
45. Black Redstart: Seven recent sightings since Nov 11 include one back at the east end
of the Eastoke promenade close to Sandy Point.
46. Wheatear: I have not heard of one since Nov 14 when one was seen near Selsey.
47. Ring Ouzel: We may well have seen the last of these for the year. On Nov 11 two
(male + female) were catching worms on a lawn at Edburton on the north side of the
Sussex Downs and on Nov 12 one was at Beachy Head and two males were at
Thudersbarrow Hill on the Downs north of Southwick in the Brighton area.
48. Bearded Tit: These have not yet settled down for the winter - on Nov 12 Cliff Dean
watched a group of seven at the Pett Level Pools near Hasting flying vertically up
above the reeds, making lots of pinging noise to 'psych' themselves up for a long
journey, but then losing their nerve and dropping back into the reeds.
49. Penduline Tit: One appeared at the RSPB reserve at Dungeness on Nov 14
50. Great Grey Shrike: On Nov 13 Paul Matthews added what was probably the third bird
to reach the New Forest this winter - they have already been seen in north west near
Godshill and at Holmhill Bog west of Brockenhurst, and Paul found one on Broomy
Plain just north of the A31 and west of Fritham
51. Tree Sparrow: Cliff Dean saw at least 150 in the Pett area north of Hastings on Nov 12
52. Brambling: 16 new reports, mostly of small numbers but with one count of 385 over
Christchurch Harbour on Nov 13 (when 55 were thought to have flown north in off the
sea at Portland, against the normal southward flow)
53. Serin: Just one was at Portland on Nov 12
54. Hawfinch: A count of 20 going over Christchurch Harbour on Nov 13 was the highest
count of passage birds yet this autumn
55. Snow Bunting: Six recent reports include a sighting of two at Whale Chine on the IoW,
four at Dungeness and a similar number in the Pett area of Rye Bay with singles at
Portland and Christchurch.
56. Corn Bunting: By Nov 14 the flock at Rye Harbour was up to 145 birds
PLANTS
1. November flowering list: This is now up to 126 species, mainly thanks to species
seen by the Havant Wildlife Group on Nov 12 when they found Common Poppy, Field

Pansy, Cut-leaved Cranesbill, Marsh Thistle and Fool's Parsley which I have not
seen this month.
2. Stream Water-Crowfoot: This had half a dozen new flowers in the Langbrook stream
on Nov 15
3. Great Mullein: This was found at Bartley Heath in north Hampshire by Peter Vaughan
on Nov 13
4. Shaggy Soldier: On Nov 14 this was still flowering in the carpark of the Staunton
Country Park where I had seen it in October. Pineappleweed was also flowering
there.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Common Darter: At least six were still to be seen at Thursley Common in
Surrey on Nov 14

2. Butterflies:
o

Brimstone: A male was seen in Winchester on Nov 9

o

Red Admirals: At the time of writing the latest I know of was flying on Nov 17
despite a hard frost the previous night.

3. Other Insects:
o

Hoverfly species (Myathropa florea?): Also seen in sunshine on Nov 17 was
a small hoverfly resting on sunlit leaves of shrubs in my garden - the pattern on
its abdomen was similar to that of Myathropa florea and I see from Michael
Chinery's book that this normally flies later in the year than most species (May
to October)

OTHER
1. Fungi:
•

Snowy Inkcap (Coprinus niveus): During the Havant Wildlife Group walk the Up
Marden-East Marden area (north of Emsworth) on Nov 12 this bright white fungus was
found on dung, persauding Brian Fellows that the similar but greyer capped species he
found recently on grass clippings was not this but C. lagopus (now called Hare'sfoot
Inkcap)

•

Jelly Ear (that's the new PC name for Jew's Ear): This was also found by the Havant
group in the Mardens area on Nov 12, along with Yellow Brain (which still retains its
name despite the possibility of giving dire offence to our Asiatic friends)

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1311
Tue 15 Nov
A. Havant and Langstone
Taking the weekly Nature Notes posters to Langstone today the only items of interest
were a flock of at least 20 Goldfinch in trees by the Billy Trail, a couple of Jays flying
high over Langstone High Street and a singing Dunnock on the north pier of the old
rail bridge (plus Rock Samphire with fresh looking flower heads).

Heading back to Havant I follow the main road, then the Langbrook stream in which the
Stream Water Crowfoot still had a few flowers, and beside Solent Road flowers could
still be seen on Black Mustard, while by Park Road South there were now at least nine
flower heads on Winter Heliotrope. In East Street, nearing home, Wall Lettuce was
still flowering
Mon 14 Nov
A. Havant Ticket and West Hayling
A clear sky, bright sun, and a cool northerly wind marked the start of a good winter day
and ot celebrate it I had my first obvious fly over of migrant Wood Pigeons above my
garden. There were about 40 birds in the flock, fly at around 200 feet. The look of the
flock was different to a normal Wood Pigeon flock - they were not in the usual rush of
Pigeons that have just been disturbed, or which are heading for some local source of
food, but they were well spaced from each other and flying in a leisurely but
determined way.
A little later I had a Buzzard over the house, and then I heard the strange ‘cage bird’
song that I have been hearing around my house for around a week now. On previous
occasions I have heard the song but been unable to spot the bird - this time I saw it
clearly but have not yet identified it (possibly Serinus mozambicus or Green Singing
Finch?). It was about Goldfinch size and the drab grey-green of a female Greenfinch
but with no ‘gold bar’ on its wing edge - instead the primaries on the closed wing
appeared to be alternately grey and whitish. The tail was not obviously forked and the
bill not especially large but the face and throated were patterned with contrasting light
and dark areas.
In the late morning I drove to Havant Thicket but on the way stopped off at the
Staunton Country Park carpark where one plant of Shaggy Soldier was still in flower nothing else special here and in Havant Thicket both Devils Bit Scabious and Dwarf
Gorse seemed to have ceased to flower though I did get a view of a Roe doe standing
out on the Gipsies Plain fields in full view on a patch of short grass (but with ample
space all around her to see any approaching danger).
In the afternoon I cycled down the Hayling Coastal path getting impressive views of up
to 1000 Brent flying west towards Langstone Harbour over my head - about 300 of
them landed in the West Lane fields. At the north end of those fields I looked for the
Red-legged Partridge that were there on my previous visit but could not see them instead I had an excellent view of a Little Owl perched on a tree root coming out of the
side of the ditch below the hedge. Maybe the ditch is a good place to find worms as
after a time the owl flew down into the ditch, out of my sight, but soon came up again
onto another perch overlooking the ditch. On my way back up the Coastal Path I found
I was following another dark coloured raptor - either a Sparrowhawk or Merlin flying
fast up the track below tree top height. I decided it must have been a Sparrowhawk
when it suddenly turned at right angles to the track and shot into dense trees (which I
think a Merlin would not be likely to do, being a bird of open country, not a woodland
specialist).
Wildlife diary and news for Nov 7 - 13 (Week 45)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1311
Sun 13 Nov
A. (Sun1311) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0911

Highlights of the news below:
Birds
•

That Green Heron - it is to be found in Anglesey, Wales (not Anglesey Lake in
Gosport)

•

Sabine's Gull
- one gave very close views on the Hayling Bay shore on Nov 11

•

Desert Wheatear
- the second ever to be seen in Hampshire was on the south Hayling shore on Nov 13

•

Bullfinch

- an exceptional passage which has brought counts of 83 passing over the Isle of
Wight also brought a count of 164 at Reculver on the north Kent coast
Plants
•

Sharp-leaved Fluellen in flower on the Warblington Farm fields helped bring my
November total of species in flower to 113

Insects
•

At least four butterfly species were still flying on Nov 9

•

Another first appeance was made by the Brindled Ochre moth on Nov 9

•

Hornets

: it seems that at least one queen which emerged this autumn decided to skip the
hibernation process and start a new nest in Kent in early September.
Other wildlife
•

A Brown Hare was seen at the Portland end of the Chesil Bank on Nov 10 - where was
it heading for? and why?

BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: Late news via the HOS website of one which was in Langstone
Harbour on Oct 6 and 7
2. Great Northern Diver: One at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Nov 7, seen by
Andy Johnson, and another off Titchfield Haven on Nov 9
3. Red-necked Grebe: Russell Wynn reported three sightings in the Lymington area
during October
4. Slavonian Grebe: The HOS website reports two in Langstone Harbour on Oct 8 and
on Nov 8 one was at Newtown Harbour on the north coast of the IoW
5. Black-necked Grebe: According to the HOS website the first were back in Langstone
Harbour on Oct 11 although Graham Osborne had seen four from Budds Mound on
Oct 7, and the HOS website also gives a maximum count of seven in Langstone
Harbour on Oct 31 as well as reporting one at Ibsley Water on Oct 22 which I had not
previously heard of.
6. Sooty Shearwater: Nov 6 brought reports of 30 from Dungeness, 13 off Ventnor
(IoW), 5 at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) and 3 at Ovingdean (Brighton) plus 6 at Selsey
Bill and 1 at Portland. There were more widespread sightings on Nov 8 but fewer birds
seen (only 25 at Dungeness, 6 at Ventnor and 3 or less at four other sites)

7. Storm Petrel: One was seen from Christchurch Harbour on Nov 6 when another was
sadly taken by a Merlin at Dungeness
8. Leach's Petrel: I have already reported 6 at Christchurch and 3 at Milford on Nov 6 but
I now have sightings on that day of 4 in the Brighton area and 1 at Dungeness. On Nov
8 singles were seen at Portland and in the Worthing area plus 2 at Christchurch and 2
at Dungeness with another seen passing Folkestone on Nov 10.
9. Gannet: 1350 Gannets were counted at Dungeness on Nov 8, the only four figure
count for November so far (though it was as recently as Nov 30 that nearly 3000 were
off Ventnor)
10. Shag: More than usual have been seen on the IoW side of the east Solent recently - at
dusk on Nov 7 a total of 13 flew east past Fishbourne (I think these were in addition to
the 4 which I have already reported as being there that day) and on Nov 10 two were
off Seaview (just east of Ryde)
11. Green Heron: The bird which puzzled me in my previous notes is at Anglesey in
Wales, not Anglesey Lake in Gosport - no wonder I had not heard of its presence!
12. Spoonbill: The HOS website has a report of three juveniles at Farlington Marshes on
Oct 31 and on Nov 5 a total of nine were seen at Pagham (5 on Tern Island off Church
Norton and 4 over going east). On Nov 7 Paul Heyes saw two at Farlington and at least
two were in Pagham Harbour, and on Nov 9 a total of seven were at Pagham including
a group of four juveniles which - if I understood a remark about them rightly - had been
seen at Farlington that day.
13. Mute Swan: By Nov 11 family groups at both Langstone and Emsworth had split up
and the adults of the local breeding pairs no longer had their cygnets with them.
14. Greylag Goose: The flock at Pulborough Brooks numbered 220 for the WeBS count
on Nov 7 (235 had been there in August this year but last year's maximum count there
seems to have been only 170 with a peak of 200 in 2003). Luckily the count at
Titchfield Haven remains at just 4 birds
15. Canada Goose: The current flock at Titchfield Haven numbers around 500 (with one
'albino' bird) whereas Pulborough Brooks has 700 in addition to its Greylags.
16. Brent Goose: On Nov 8 Brian Fellows went to Baffins Pond in Portsmouth and found
376 Brent on nearby grassland. They had 82 young with them, and these brought
Brian's overall count so far this autumn to 971 geese with 274 young among them,
giving him an overall percentage of 25.4% of all the Brent seen by him being juveniles.
Brian tells us that 1999 was the last year in which there was good breeding success
(an official figure of 24% young) while the best year that he knows of was 1991 when
the overall percentage reached 31%.
17. Brant: In a recent message to HOSLIST Jason Crook said he had already seen a
Brant in Langstone Harbour but did not give a date - the HOS website gives it as Oct
23, well ahead of the first report from West Wittering on Nov 5
18. Shelduck: Although the first Shelduck were back on the Warblington shore on Sep 29
(and 10 had come back to Newtown Harbour on the IoW by Sep 21) none had been
seen at Titchfield Haven until one turned up there on Nov 11
19. Pintail: No shortage of these at Pulborough Brooks now - the WeBS count on Nov 7
recorded 230 there (including the Amberley area) along with 2300 Teal and 2100
Wigeon.

20. Eider: The count of these off Titchfield Haven was up to 55 by Nov 11 - only marginally
up on the 52 reported on Oct 11
21. Long-tailed Duck: The female which arrived in the Langstone-Warblington area on
Nov 5 was still there on Nov 11, and it is likely that others remain at various local sites.
The male which I see from the HOS website arrived in Langstone Harbour on Oct 26
could be still around as could more recently seen birds (3 on the sea off Church Norton
reported on Nov 5 and one seen on Barcombe reservoir north of Lewes on Nov 7)
22. Velvet Scoter: After several recent sightings of ones and twos along the south coast
since mid-October the most recent is of four off Christchurch Harbour on Nov 10
23. Red Breasted Merganser: Still no reports of flocks in any of our Solent Harbours but
on Nov 10 a group of 14 went past Christchurch Harbour after 25 had been seen at
Dungeness on Nov 8
24. Hobby: A very late Hobby was seen carrying prey over the Pannel Valley (west of Rye
Harbour) on Nov 9. The 'latest ever' in Sussex is shown as Nov 6 (with the same date
for Hampshire), and this year the latest normal bird was seen on Oct 23 at Titchfield
Haven
25. Golden Plover: The flock at Newtown Harbour on the IoW numbered 404 on Oct 8
when another 200 were across the Solent at Hook, and on Nov 11 the Langstone
village flock had around 200 birds.
26. Little Stint: Another item of local news that I had not heard until I saw it on the HOS
website is that, in addition to one or more birds seen in September, Farlington Marshes
had a Little Stint from Oct 6 to 11
27. Purple Sandpiper: Single birds paid fleeting visits to Hampshire on Sep 27 and Oct 25
(both in the Lymington area) and recent news from Andy Johnson shows that one was
in the Black Point (Hayling Island) wader roost on Nov 5. The Isle of Wight has also
had its first autumn bird with one in the Bembridge Foreland area on Nov 19
28. Grey Phalarope: The first winter bird which arrived at Pulborough Brooks on Nov 1
was still there on Nov 9. Another has been showing well at the Brooklands lake in
Worthing from Nov 8 to 11 at least.
29. Laughing Gull: The first winter bird bird at Gosport which arrived on Nov 5 was still
there on Nov 11 and at least one report claimed that two were present there (the
second being presumably the bird which had been seen off Titchfield Haven on Nov 7).
On Nov 10 a second winter bird was watched for an hour off Dungeness and I think a
long staying bird was still at Radipole Lake in Weymouth.
30. Little Gull: On 8 Nov 16 were at Portland and 29 were at Dungeness, and on 11 Nov
25 were at Christchurch Harbour with 3 at Titchfield Haven,
31. Sabine's Gull: On Nov 6 a juvenile was seen at Dungeness and on Nov 11 what may
have been the same bird in its first winter plumage was giving prolonged and close
views to birders at Eastoke Corner on the south Hayling shore - Ian Julian says that in
one strong gust of wind the bird actually brushed against his trousers.
32. Ring-billed Gull: This was still at Gosport on Nov 11.
33. Terns: Both Sandwich and Common were seen on Nov 8 and an Arctic Tern was
still at Titchfield Haven on Nov 11, beating the 'latest ever' date for Hampshire which
was 6 Nov 1960. Another was in Hampshire on Nov 10 at Hurst in the west Solent.

34. Short-eared Owl: On Nov 9 one was seen coming in off the sea at Christchurch
Harbour and others have been at Dungeness, Portland Bill, Lewes Brooks and
Pagham Harbour since Nov 5, and one has been on Thorney Island 'recently',
35. Tree Pipit: Portland Bill recorded the latest ever at that site with one on Nov 9, a month
after the last four normal birds were seen there (or anywhere) on Oct 10
36. Common Redstart: The SOS website carries a report of one in a Newhaven industrial
estate on Nov 8, a good three weeks after the last normal report - my feeling is that this
site and date suggest that the bird was a female or immature Black Redstart but I await
confirmation.
37. Wheatear: The last reports I have seen so far are of three singles at different coastal
sites on Nov 9 but I fully expect to hear of later birds
38. Desert Wheatear: On Nov 13 Andy Johnson found one on south Hayling and the last I
heard of it was on the Hayling Bay beach a couple of hundred metres east of the
Beachlands funfair area. This appears to be the second record of the species in
Hampshire, the first being in 1961 when one stayed at Farlington Marshes from Nov 4
to 19 (hopefully this one will stay on).
39. Ring Ouzel: It seems that Nov 9 saw the last bird of this autumn's phenomenal
passage. Just one was seen that day in the Hastings/Rye area (at the Pannel Valley)
and none could be found at Cissbury Ring north of Worthing.
40. Willow Warbler: Another late bird is reported to have been in the Church Norton area
of Pagham Harbour on Nov 5
41. Red-backed Shrike: The first winter bird at Newhaven was still there on Nov 9
42. Tree Sparrow: Another report from Dungeness is of 30 seen there on Nov 4 with 15
there in Nov 5, and on Nov 9 a single bird was at Porltand Bill
43. Brambling: In addition to the large number recently reported along the south coast I
see that 469 were recorded at Reculver (near Whitstable on the north Kent coast)
following the railway west on Nov 2. (This total was narrowly beaten at Chirstchurch
Harbour on Nov 5 with a total of 475)
44. Serin: A single bird was at Portland on Nov 9
45. Bullfinch: Since the start of November there have been 30 reports of Bullfinches on
passage. I have already reported a total of 83 seen over the Bembridge area of the
IoW on Nov 1, 77 at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 4, and 40 at Beachy Head on Nov 5.
The biggest count was of 164 at Reculver on the north Kent coast on Nov 15, and 13 of
those were caught and ringed. In the hand their wing lengths were too short for
northern race birds (four of which had been reported at Dungeness on Nov 4) but were
right for birds of European origin.
46. Lapland Bunting: I have heard no more of the bird that was on the Brownwich cliffs
west of Titchfield Haven since Nov 4 but Richard Carpenter has heard a report of one
near the Meon Shore chalets close to Titchfield Haven on Nov 9 so it is possible that
the original bird is still in the area but moving around.
47. Snow Bunting: Two more isolated reports are of a couple at Folkestone in Kent on
Nov 5 and one at Ditchling Beacon on the Sussex Downs north of Brighton on Nov 7
48. Corn Bunting: 12 were seen at Reculver on the north Kent coast on Nov 5 and one
was on the Sussex Downs above Plumpton (close to Lewes) on Nov 9

PLANTS
1. November Flowering species: my count of species found flowering this month now
stands at 113
2. Wild Radish: Flowering in Warblington Farm fields on Nov 11
3. Small Flowered Cranesbill: Still flowering by Warblington Rd in Emsworth on Nov 11
4. Pellitory of the Wall: Also flowering in Havant on Nov 11
5. Sharp-leaved Fluellen: Flowering on Warblington arable fields on Nov 11
6. Field Woundwort: Also flowering in Warblington fields on Nov 11
7. Field Forget-me-not: In Warblington cemetery on Nov 11
8. Argentinian Vervain (Verbena bonariensis): I have counted this, found on an old
grave in Warblington cemetery, as it has established itself there with no human
intervention for many years.
9. Italian Rye-grass: also found in the Warblington fields
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Common Darter: One at Oxley's Coppice (close to the south west edge of the
Fareham built up area) on Nov 7 currently holds the record as last of the year.

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: One at the Pannel Valley in East Sussex on Nov 9 is the latest
I have heard of.

o

Holly Blue: Late news via David Tinling at Gosport is of as many as 15 males
around Ivy in a small garden near Workhouse Lake in Gosport on Oct 27 (with 4
Small Whites on the same day)

o

Red Admirals: Many were seen on Nov 9 - best count was of 32 in the Gosport
area by David Tinling but I had seven in the Havant area that day and others
were seen in the Emsworth and Titchfield Common.

o

Peacock: Two seen on Nov 9 - one fluttering around an office block in
Portsmouth and another nectaring in Gosport

o

Speckled Wood: David Tinling had a single in the Gosport area on Nov 9

3. Moths:
o

December Moth (B&F 1631): Having just given Tony Wilson the prize for the
first of these on Nov 6 Maurice Pugh has snatched it from him with one at his
house lights at Cadnam (New Forest) on Nov 5

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth (B&F 1972): Steve Nash has a report of one in the
Tynemouth area of north east England on Nov 2

o

Brindled Ochre (B&F 2229): This moth is I think restricted to coastal cliffs, and
emerges in the autumn before hibernating, so it is appropriate that the first
report comes from Portland on Nov 9

o

Oak Rustic (B&F 2246a): After several reports during October the only two in
November come from Dorset - the species was recorded in the Highcliffe area
on the Hampshire border on Nov 5 and at Durlston on Nov 7.

4. Other Insects:
o

Mesembrina meridiana: This House Fly species was seen on Ivy by the
Titchfield Canal Path on Nov 8 by Mark Rolfe who also found Drone Flies
(Hoverflies) there

o

Hornet: Further correspondence with David Lambert (who still has an acitve
Hornet nest in his garden at Lamberhurst in Kent) has revealed that the nest
was only started in September (first noticed on Sept 21), suggesting that at least
one Queen which emerged from a 'normal' nest in August or September
decided to skip the hibernation bit and start a new nest this year. David also tells
me that European wasp species which have somehow arrived in Australia have
undergone a similar change of lifestyle - their nests go on in perpetuity, getting
bigger and bigger (the mind boggles at the final outcome - clearly all European
humans will soon have to reverse their take over of the continent, return the
land to the Aboriginals, and beat a retreat from huge and innumerable killer
wasps).

o

Roesel's Bush Cricket: Earlier this summer we commented on the rapid
expansion of the range of these insects in Britain, and as an aside from the
subject of Hornets David Lambert tells me that the first of these Bush Crickets
arrived in his garden this summer.

OTHER
1. Hare: An unexpected migrant heading south towards the Portland Bill bird observatory
on Nov 10 was a Brown Hare, seen on the Chesil Bank where it meets Portland - I
hope it's paws had not suffered after several miles bounding along the shingle from the
mainland.
2. Fungi:
•

Coprinus lagopus (Hare'sfoot Inkcap): In last Sunday's notes I reported a find of
Snowy Inkcap at Brook Meadow in Emsworth but having since seen a photo of that
find I think it may have been this larger species, partly because it was growing in grass
clippings rather than dung, and partly because the caps were not the shining snowy
white of the niveus species.

•

Russula aurea (Gilded Brittlegill): On Nov 11 I found a single example of what may
be this species growing at the foot of a Birch tree at an Emsworth roadside - the rich
yellow colour of the gills, cap colour (dark red) and size fit this species though the stem
was shorter than the minimum of 4cm.
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Fri 11 Nov
A. Langstone to Emsworth along the shore
Despite a near gale from the south west I cycled down to Langstone and along the
Warblington shore in the hope of seeing the Long-tailed Duck that has been offshore
there for about a week.

On my way down Wade Lane I passed four Egrets in the north fields and three Herons
in the pony field north of Wade Court, and outside the house itself one spike of Winter
Heliotrope was flowering.
I reached the Langstone Pond shore just as the tide was starting to fall bringing more
than 180 Black-tailed Godwit to get their breakfast right at my feet. As the water fell a
little further some 200 Golden Plover (which must have been sitting out the tide in the
Cord Grass on the saltings) suddenly appeared on the newly exposed mud a little
further out. Before I moved east from the pond I had a list showing Curlew,
Oystercatcher, Redshank, Grey Plover, Lapwing and Dunlin plus just three
Bar-tailed Godwits and a few Brent with many Teal. On the pond the adult pair of
Swans are now without their cygnets.
From one of the three benches along the Langstone Pond seawall I eventually saw the
Long-tailed Duck near a large yellow can buoy marked Wade at the north east corner
of the large Northney saltings, and this prompted me to move to the bench at the
harbour end of Pook Lane where I thought I would be closer to the duck, but I found
that the views there were no better than from the pond - though I had distant views of at
least 300 Brent in the air and descending onto the prairie of the north Hayling fields.
Betweeen Pook Lane and the outfall of the main Warblington stream I added 38
Wigeon and just 13 Shelduck to my list with one British Lesser Blackback and only 3
Greaters.
At Conigar Point I used the unofficial way into the stubble field to check out the ‘arable
weeds’ to find that there was now a lot more Field Woundwort in flower and was
surprised to find Sharp-leaved Fluellen flowering - something I had not spotted here
before. Going on round to Nore Barn I found at least three plants of Cow Parsley in
flower, and on the shore saw a single Greenshank as well as more Wigeon and
Black-tailed Godwit (around 70) with a dozen Great Blackbacks on the edge of the
saltings where it is more sheltered than at the mouth of the Warblington Stream where
they are usually seen.
Coming back against the wind I went along the roads through Emsworth, finding yet
another fungus species in the short stretch of Seafields road - a Russula which by its
dark red cap (about 6 cm), relatively short stem, and distinctive deep yellow gills may
have been R. aurea (Gilded Brittlegill). Not far from here the Small Flowered
Cranesbill was still flowering alongside Warblington Road, and a quick visit to
Warblington cemetery on the way home added Field Forget-me-not and Verbena
bonariensis (‘naturalised’ on one of the graves) but failed to find the Round-leaved
Fluellen which might have been out to accompany the Sharp-leaved! Nearer home
Pellitory of the Wall was added to the flowering list.
Wed 9 Nov
A. Bedhampton and Broadmarsh
Clear blue sky first thing brought half a dozen more Redwings and a couple of migrant
Song Thrushes into my garden and encouraged me to leave it and head for
Broadmarsh and then Budds Farm.
At Bedhampton the Hermitage stream was in spate after rain yesterday but there was
nothing special to be seen, not even any new wildfowl on Bedhampton Mill Pool, and
even when I had crossed the A27 into the Broadmarsh area my first sighting was by
proxy - I met a birder trying to get photos of a Kingfisher he had just seen but I did not
(later I met him again and he told me that had had seen the bird again just above Harts
Farm Way and watched it catch half a dozen fish).

My first bird of interest was a Snipe which got up from the waterlogged ex playing
fields, but there were plenty more birds in the harbour at low tide though still nothing of
special interest. As well as enjoying the sunshine I added quite a few plant species to
my November flowering list which is now up to 103 species.
Here on Broadmarsh the Chinese Mugwort was flowering as expected, while less
expected late flowerings were on White Melilot and Musk Mallow in the small shore
carpark, and Tufted Vetch, Red Bartsia, Yellow-wort and Blue Fleabane along the
cycle way. Near the east entrance to Farlington Marshes the cycle way still had
Tomato, Opium Poppy and Weld in flower.
Another patch of flowers were found in Southmoor Lane on the way home - Hedgerow
Cranesbill, Cow Parsley and Large Flowered Evening Primrose among them. The
‘flower bed’ edges where the Field Pennycress has been flourishing had been
weeded and trimmed so that was off the list.
On Budds Farm Pools a single male Gadwall was the only unexpected bird, and up on
the mound I saw a female Stonechat and saw two new very large and reasonably
fresh Giant Puffballs. Here I met Kevin Stouse having a few days holiday and he told
me that he had seen a distant single Black-necked Grebe among the Great Crested
as he came along the South Moors shore.
While I was out I saw at least seven Red Admirals and back in my garden two hoverfly
species were still flying and a female Sparrowhawk flew high and lazily over my
garden against the still blue sky.
B. (Wed0911) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0611
Highlights of the news below:
Birds:
•

Green Heron in Gosport - this item has me stumped until I hear more!

•

A Black Brant was at West Wittering on Nov 5

•

Ruddy Shelduck - a possible feral bird from the Netherlands has reached Pulborough
Brooks via Pagham Harbour

•

Red-necked Phalarope - unlike the numerous Grey Phalaropes this autumn a
Red-necked seen off Christchurch Harbour was only the third of the autumn anywhere
on the south coast (and the first for 10 years at Christchurch)

•

Great Blackback Gull drowns a Shag at Christchurch after killing a Moorhen at Rye
Harbour

•

Laughing Gull - the Gosport bird was still present on Nov 8

•

Black Tern - a late bird near Lewes on Nov 7

•

Shrikes - a new Great Grey in the New Forest and a young Red-Backed at Newhaven

Flowering plants:
•

103 species in flower so far in November

•

Winter Heliotrope started to flower in Havant on Nov 7

Insects:
•

Holly Blue and Painted Lady seen recently as well as Comma, Speckled Wood and
many Red Admirals

•

First December Moth and Sprawler both seen in Sussex

•

Hornet nest still active in Kent

Other Wildlife:
•

Two Trigger Fish in Poole Harbour like to be fed with shellfish.

BIRDS
1. Divers: Shortly after David Thelwell's sighting of a Black-throated Diver heading
south high over the River Test at Timsbury (10 km from the sea) Alan Kitson has had a
similar sighting of two Black or Red-throated Divers flying south down the Sussex
Ouse from Lewes towards Newhaven. As these sightings come at a time when the
divers are coming south for the winter, and as these birds were almost certainly on
passage, they provide some evidence that at least some Divers take an overland route
to shorten their journey. All three diver species are now present on the south coast and
among recent sightings one Great Northern flying past Christchurch Harbour was still
in summer plumage.
2. Red-necked Grebe: It looks as if the bird seen at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on
Nov 5 had moved to the north east corner of the Isle of Wight by Nov 6 when one was
seen from Seaview.
3. Slavonian Grebe: One was seen in the Church Norton area (Pagham Harbour) on
Nov 5 and another was at Portland where it probably remained to be seen again on
Nov 6 with yet another at Christchurch Harbour.
4. Black-necked Grebe: On Nov 5 Brian Fellows saw a medium sized grebe in
Chichester Harbour from the south east Hayling shore and 'plumped' for it being
Black-necked but admitted it may have been Slavonian. A more certain Black-neck
had been in Langstone Harbour between the Oysterbeds and South Moors on Nov 5,
and on Nov 9 Kevin Stouse again found just one in the same place (among a crowd of
Great Crested).
5. Sooty Shearwater: On Nov 3 (as already reported) a new IoW record was set when
11 of these birds were seen from Ventnor but I see that on Nov 6 that record was
broken with 13 recorded there.
6. Leach's Petrel: Although the winds which had brought 40 or more to Portland on Nov
3 eased thereafter several of these Petrels were still around on Nov 6 when Alan Lewis
saw 3 from Milford on sea at the west end of the Solent and around 6 were off
Christchurch Harbour.
7. Shag: The Rye Bay website recently carried a photo of a Great Blackback gull killing a
Moorhen and I wonder if the same brute of a gull has now moved to Christchurch
Harbour where one was seen drowning a Shag on Nov 5 (it took 10 minutes to do so).
On Nov 6 one Shag was seen alive off the north east corner of the IoW and on Nov 7
four of them were off Fishbourne, just across the water from the Gosport area where
Trevor Carpenter often sea-watches, so Trevor may soon be granted his wish to have
a Shag on his tick list.
8. Bittern: Although 3 Bitterns have been recorded in the Kent Stour valley back on Oct
15 the first multiple sighting on the south coast comes from Rye Harbour where 2 were

seen on Nov 5 (at least one has been in that area since Oct 9 when one arrived at the
Pett pools)
9. Green Heron???: On Nov 8 the following message from Peter Hutchins in the
Basingstoke area appeared on Hoslist .. "Lifts are being offered to the Anglesey Green
Heron this coming Thursday and Sunday by drivers from the Basingstoke area. If you
would be interested in taking up these offers please ring Nick on 07787 - 510187 (for
Thursday) or me on 07760 - 247615 (for Sunday); there are currently several places
for both days." Having seen no other news on this subject I am not certain if the Green
Heron is a bird or a pub in Gosport putting on a special attraction for Basingstoke
birders but I have discovered from my Collins Bird Guide that Green Heron is an alias
for what they list as a Mangrove Heron (are there Mangrove swamps at the
Wildgrounds in Gosport?). I also see that the name Green Heron is now the officially
correct name for Butorides striatus (both Mangrove Heron and Striated Heron are now
banned), and that the species even has a Euring number (107), a privilege denied to
some other occasional visitors to these islands such as Snowy Egret and Lesser Sand
Plover as well as to such established residents as Muscovy Duck. No doubt we will
hear more of this Green Heron when the Gosport birders hear of its presence..
10. Little Egret: We hardly ever hear of these being seen crossing the Channel - the only
reports I know off this year were of singles coming in off the sea at Dungeness on two
days in May and one in July - but on Nov 5 there was a report on Kris Gillam's IoW
website of two flying out to sea from the Freshwater area, seen from West High Down.
A southward retreat by some of these birds would explain the drop in Egret numbers
we see in the winter after the autumn peak counts - another reason for a drop in
numbers at coastal night roosts is of course that many of the Egrets move inland to
more sheltered fishing places when the weather turns nasty along the coast (high
winds are just as bad for fishing as is cold weather).
11. Spoonbill: The two birds that have been at Pagham Harbour since Oct 31 were still
there on Nov 7.
12. Barnacle Goose: The Baffins Gang of six Barnacles remains intact at Titchfield Haven
(at least up to Nov 4, and they were not at Baffins Pond on Nov 8) while the singleton
seen at Hook/Warsash on Nov 1 may have flown up Southampton Water to appear at
the Lower Test Marshes on Nov 6.
13. Brent Goose: On Nov 8 nearly 400 were ashore in the Copnor area of Portsmouth
between the Copnor Bridge (currently in the news as a major obstacle to traffic in
Portsmouth as it is demolished and rebuilt) and the west shore of Langstone Harbour.
Brian Fellows saw half of them on the grassland (south of Tangier Road and east of
Baffins Pond) which has been dedicated to them by Portsmouth City, and the rest were
on the adjoining playing fields belonging to the Sixth Form college. One family group
seemed to have seven juveniles (I have not previously heard of a family with more than
six young) and the count here brought Brian Fellows’ overall figure for the percentage
of young in the flocks he has counted this winter to 25.44%. Brian says that the official
record percentage of young known to him was 31% in 1991, and that the most recent
year in which the geese had sufficient young to maintain overall numbers of the
species was 1999 (when the young were 24% of the total birds).
14. Pale Bellied Brent: Just two seem to have settled in the Portland area for the winter,
being seen there from Nov 3 to 7 so far.
15. Black Brant: Leaving aside the bird which Jason Crook says he saw in Langstone
Harbour recently, but never supplied any date or detail, the first back in our area seems
to have been one adult that was at West Wittering in Chichester Harbour for the Nov 5

WeBS count. I have little doubt that there was one in Langstone Harbour and think it
was seen before Oct 25 but do not have the facts.
16. Ruddy Shelduck: A female flew in to the Church Norton area of Pagham Harbour on
Nov 4 and then flew on in the direction of the Sidlesham Ferry Pool but there have
been no further reports there. On Nov 7, however, one appeared in the Pulborough
Brooks area being seen first at Greatham Bridge and then moving north to the RSPB
reserve (but that report does not give the sex of the bird). If the two reports are of the
same bird it could well be a bird that had come over from the feral population in the
Netherlands rather than a local escape.
17. Long-tailed Duck: Maybe we will see more than usual of these birds this winter. One
seems to have been in the Titchfield area as early as Sep 18, and between Oct 24 and
the end of the month there had been reports from Langstone Harbour, the Selsey area,
Scotney Court near Rye and from Portland. Nov 5 brought reports of one in the
Langstone village area of Chichester Harbour, one (maybe two) off Pagham Harbour,
and on Nov 6 another bird was on the Barcombe reservoir just north of Lewes.
18. Red-breasted Merganser: We may at last expect some decent flocks following a
report of 25 passing Dungeness on Nov 8. The highest number so far seen along the
south coast remains the total of 14 seen in Portsmouth Harbour during the Oct 15
WeBS count.
19. Sparrowhawk: I still don't think of these as a migrant species but on Nov 5 an entry on
the Christchurch Harbour website read .. "There was a definite migration of
Sparrowhawk, with at least 9 being presumed travellers, including a kettle of 5 rising
above the end of Hengistbury Head before moving off. Echoes of Cape May!"
20. Little Stint: Two were seen at West Wittering during the Nov 5 WeBS count presumably the same two that had been there for the Oct 15 count. They seem to be
the only wintering birds on the south coast.
21. Purple Sandpiper: None in Hampshire since Oct 25 when one was seen at Milford on
sea but there are recent reports of three at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 5 with one
there on Nov 6, and another single at Newhaven on Nov 6
22. Spotted Redshank: On Nov 5 one was at West Wittering and two at Yarmouth on the
IoW - these may be staying the winter as while there were reports of them at several
places up to Oct 23 these are the only two sightings since that date.
23. Common Sandpiper: Two at the Lower Test Marshes on Nov 6 were presumably
wintering birds. Normal passage seems to have ended on Oct 8 and the only bird
(other than the above two) seen since then was the one which I saw on the Budds
Farm shore on Nov 18 and which may well still be lurking in the Havant area.
24. Red-necked Phalarope: Claimed as the best bird of the autumn at Christchurch
Harbour, one was watched closely for all of five minutes on the sea off the harbour on
Nov 7. Said to be the first seen at that site for 10 years.
25. Grey Phalarope: I now have 34 reports of these birds for this autumn - the first was at
Portland as early as Sept 30 and they have been seen almost daily since Oct 20.
Latest reports are of one taken by a Sparrowhawk at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 5,
when 3 others were at Portland, two more at Christchurch on Nov 6 with an
anonymous report of one on flooded grass behind Clarence Parade pier at Portsmouth
(just west of Southsea Common) that day. Nov 6 also saw a total of 8 at Portland and
the long staying bird was still at Pulborough Brooks where it could still be seen on Nov
8 with at least two more flying along the West Sussex coast that day.

26. Laughing Gull: The first winter bird which appeared at the Gosport Cockle Pond on
Nov 5 was still there and coming to bread on Nov 8 but I have heard no more of the
adult that was seen at Ovingdean beach (east end of Brighton) on Nov 4, nor of a first
winter bird seen going west past Titchfield Haven on Nov 7 (maybe it was the Gosport
bird starting off on its journey back across the Atlantic but if so it turned back as it was
seen at Gosport on both Nov 7 and 8),
27. Ring-billed Gull: The adult winter bird was still at Gosport on Nov 8
28. Caspian Gull: Paul Winter heard a report of one at the Lower Test Marshes on Nov 4
but could not find it there on Nov 5 (and no one else has reported one so I guess the
report was based on a view of a Yellow-legged Gull - the total number of these birds
in the reports I have seen this year is 650 in 145 reports so they are now almost
'common')
29. Terns: Singles of Sandwich, Common and Arctic were all at Portland on Nov 8 and I
am pretty sure that other Sandwich and Arctic Terns are still to be found along the
south coast, Until this year the latest ever Arctic Tern recorded in Hampshire was on 6
Nov 1960 but currently a single juvenile was still on the Titchfield Haven shore on Nov
7 and is probably still there.
30. Black Tern: A late bird was seen on Barcombe reservoir (just north of Lewes) by
Robin Pepper on Nov 7 - in checking up on this I was surprised to see that the 'latest
ever' date for the species in Sussex is Nov 21 (and also to see that it is as long ago as
1998 that Robin handed over the job of Sussex bird recorder to John Hobson). The
Hampshire latest ever is Nov 15.
31. Kingfisher: Last winter one, sometimes two, could be seen almost daily at Langstone
Mill from 23 Sep 2004 to 11 Mar 2005 (with one off sightings there on July 31 and Aug
30 last year). Although I have heard of a couple of isolated sightings this autumn no
regular bird seems to be fishing there yet this winter, but it looks as if a bird is now
based at Langstone West Mill and fishing the Langbrook stream (I saw one there on
Nov 8 and Kevin Stouse saw one there next day). Also on Nov 9 a bird photographer
spent a couple of hours by the Hermitage Stream between the A27 and Harts Farm
Way getting some good shots of a female which caught half a dozen fish from the bank
opposite where he was sitting.
32. Woodlark: On Nov 5 five flew over Christchurch Harbour and two went over Ventnor
on the IoW, and on Nov 7 two more went over Christchurch Harbour.
33. Ring Ouzel: We must be nearing the end of this year's exceptional autumn passage
which started with one bird on the IoW on Aug 27 and which has now brought me 175
reports of birds totalling 1138. The last report which I have seen was of a single bird at
Christchurch Harbour on Nov 7 but as recently as Nov 5 there were 13 of them seen on
the IoW West High Down, 4 at Christchurch, 2 at Beachy Head and 1 at Keyhaven.
34. Fieldfare: The first three figure count came from the IoW on Nov 5 when 159 went over
the West High Down, and eight other reports on that same day from sites between
Chichester Harbour entrance in the east to Christchurch in the west and inland to Fleet
in north Hampshire produced a possible total of 371 birds.
35. Song Thrush: On the morning of Nov 9 I saw two Song Thrushes in my garden along
with Redwing, Mistle Thrushes and many Blackbirds in the area and I am pretty
sure they were migrants which would not be surprising in view of five reports of Song
Thrushes arriving along the coast on Nov 5 in flocks of from 28 to 160 birds. Any day
now I expect them to start singing - last year I heard a couple in Stansted Forest on

Nov 3 and others reported them on seven dates in November from Nov 12 on with
general song everywhere in December.
36. Redwing: Nov 5 brought 11 reports of Redwing from sites in Hampshire, Dorset and
the IoW - the total birds involved may have numbered 2495 and there was on count of
765 from the IoW.
37. Mistle Thrush: These have not featured much in migration news so far but on Nov 5
there were 10 at Beachy Head and 26 at St Catherine's Point on the IoW with another
12 at Portland.
38. Reed Warbler: Nov 4 is a pretty late date for these but Phil Jones had two in the
Pannel Valley near Rye.
39. Blackcap: Reports from coastal sites continued up to Oct 29 but on Oct 30 four
Blackcaps appeared in Tony Wilson's garden at the north foot of the Downs east of the
Adur valley and were seen enjoying apples still on the tree - my guess was that these
were birds arriving for the winter and I think that guess has received some confirmation
from the fact that Blackcaps were still in the same tree on Nov 5. Other reports of birds
newly arriving in gardens, rather than seen in open country, have come from Romsey
on Nov 3, Lewes on Nov 4 and Winchester on Nov 7, with Daryl Short in Romsey still
having a single male in his garden on Nov 7 after arriving on Nov 3
40. Great Grey Shrike: In addition to the one which arrived in the north west New Forest
on Oct 8 and the one seen in the Test Valley/M27 area on Oct 16 and 28 (no proof they
were the same bird) another has arrived in the New Forest at Holmhill Bog, west of
Brockenhurst, according to an anonymous report on Nov 5. In Sussex they have
already been reported at Ashdown Forest, Pulborough Brooks and Pagham Harbour
41. Red-backed Shrike: A first winter bird arrived at Newhaven on Nov 5 and was still
there on Nov 8 - it has chosen an urban recreation ground just behind a rubbish tip as
it preferred habitat.
42. Brambling: These set a new IoW record on Nov 5 with a count of 420 near St
Catherine's Point, while at Christchurch they had 347 over on Nov 4 and 475 on Nov 5.
With such a number of birds around food may become a problem so some have
already reserved places in gardens where the food supply is topped up daily - by Nov 7
Daryl Short had 3 in his Romsey garden, one of them there for the ninth day, and other
garden reports have come from Edburton in W Sussex on Oct 30, Wichester on Oct
31, Crowborough on Nov 4 and Preston Park in Brighton on Nov 5
43. Bullfinch: Further reports of these moving in sizeable numbers on Nov 5 came from
Beachy Head (40 at the Whitbread Hollow ringing station), with another 25 at
Christchurch Harbour, 41 at West High Down on the IoW and 6 at the Mercer's Way
Hawfinch site in Romsey that day.
44. Hawfinch: Although no count was bigger than 5 birds there have been seven new
reports from East Sussex, Hampshire and the IoW on Nov 5 and 7.
45. Corn Bunting: Someone has come up with a better guess than mine as to the
meaning of the diagram published with no title or explanation in the latest HOS
magazine in connection with this summers Corn Bunting survey - it seems it is a map
all the 10 km squares in Hampshire showing the number of birds/territories/singing
males found in each square.
PLANTS

1. November flowering list: My list for this month is currently up to 103 species of which
some of the less expected appear below.
2. Creeping Yellow Cress: It took a little searching to find a plant still with flowers among
the fallen tree leaves in Havant Park on Nov 7
3. Weld: Still fresh and flowering at Broadmarsh on Nov 9
4. Musk Mallow: One plant flowering at the Broadmarsh carpark on Nov 9
5. Hedgerow Cranesbill: In fine fettle beside Southmoor Lane on Nov 9
6. Tufted Vetch: Some plants still had flowers on Nov 9 but their colour was very washed
out pale blue.
7. White Melilot: Also flowering at Broadmarsh carpark on Nov 9
8. Spotted Medick: Flowering near Bosmere school in Havant - surprisingly I have not
seen Black Medick since Oct 25.
9. Burnet Saxifrage: This was a surprise at Broadmarsh on Nov 9
10. Tomato: A self sown plant also at Broadmarsh on Nov 9
11. Red Bartsia: Another surprise at Broadmarsh on Nov 9
12. Winter Heliotrope: First of the winter flowering beside the main road into Havant on
Nov 7 with more flowers at Wade Court on Nov 8
13. Chinese Mugwort: Still flowering beside the cycleway between Broadmarsh and
Farlington Marshes on Nov 9
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Common Darter: Still flying at Gosport on Nov 1

2. Butterflies:
o

Holly Blue: One fresh male still seen at Gosport on Nov 5

o

Red Admiral: Adrian Hoskins thought that one which he was around a building
in a Waterlooville retail park was searching for a way in to what might be a good
hibernation site but on Nov 7 David Tingling could still count 25 of them flying
around the Gosport area and I had at least seven in the Havant Brockhampton
area on Nov 9. Nov 5 brought a great outburst of Red Admirals with 45 at
Christchurch Harbour and 46 in the Gosport coastal area plus others
elsewhere.

o

Painted Lady: One in the Gosport area on Nov 4 and two at Christchurch
Harbour on Nov 5

o

Comma: Singles were seen in the Itchen Valley Country Park on Nov 5 and
around Gosport on Nov 7

o

Speckled Wood: Singles seen in the Itchen Valley Country Park on Nov 1 and at
Gosport on Nov 1, 4 and 7

3. Moths:

o

December Moth (B&F 1631): First of this winter seen on Nov 6 by Tony Wilson
at Edburton at the north foot of the Downs north of Brighton. Tony also had 3
Feathered Thorns that night and a Delicate on Nov 5

o

The Sprawler (B&F 2227): Another seasonal first for Tony Wilson on Nov 6

4. Other Insects:
o

Hornet: In view of the relative shortage of Hornet sightings this autumn I am
intrigued to hear that David Lambert still had an active nest in his garden at
Lamberhurst (Kent) on Nov 7 - maybe the young Queens have not yet flown
from other nests and when they do we will see more Hornets roaming the
countryside free of responsibility for domestic duty at their nests.

OTHER
1. Nothing special to report other than several Giant Puffballs still in good health on
Budds Mound and another Meadow Waxcap on my garden lawn - and a Bank Vole in
Tony Wilson’s garden at Edburton in West Sussex
2. One other item of secondhand news came from Radio Solent on which I heard that two
Trigger Fish, the size and shape of dinner plates, are resident in Poole Harbour and
like to be fed with shellfish
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Mon 7 Nov
A. Around Havant and Langstone
One small mystery was solved this morning when I heard a strange bird song which
suggested that a cage bird had escaped from the aviary a couple of gardens from mine
(from which lots of song can often be heard). A few days ago I heard this song from a
tree in my garden but could not see the bird - this morning I did spot it and found it was
a Blue Tit!
In the afternoon I had a walk around Havant delivering the weekly Nature Notes
posters and just south of the Tourist Info Office for which I was heading (outside the
now closed Texaco garage on the main road into the town from the A27) I found my
first Winter Heliotrope flower of the autumn. Encouraged by this find I went out of my
way to Havant Park and found just one or two flowers still showing on the patch of
Creeping Yellow-cress which I discovered recently.
The only other find worth a mention was of yet more Polypody Fern on a stone wall
outside the Fairfield Terrace houses which run north from the Pallant towards Fairfield
School. Cleaner air in recent years may be the cause, but whatever the reason ferns
and lichens are thriving in Havant - a damp patch in a pathway wall south of St Faith’s
Church has five species of fern growing on it.
Wildlife diary and news for Oct 31 - Nov 6 (Week 44)
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A. (Sun 0611) Latest News and Reports
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Highlights of the news below:
•

First an apology and correction - the Swift which Graham Osborne saw near
Titchfield on Oct 30 was an Alpine, not a Pallid - entirely my fault.

•

Black-throated Diver
ten kilometres from the sea up the Test valley

•

Black-necked Grebe
and Long-tailed Duck again seen near Langstone

•

Petrels galore
in recent gales - maybe 55 Leach's at Portland

•

1000 Brent on Hayling wheat fields
(and 3 Pale-bellied at Portland)

•

Late Osprey in Sussex on Nov 4

•

Possible Stone Curlew
on the Isle of Wight

•

Laughing Gulls
at Gosport and Brighton

•

Late news of a Red-rumped Swallow at Lymington on Oct 10

•

Record numbers of Bullfinch
on the move

•

Hawfinch back at Mercer Way
in Romsey

•

Wood Anemone in flower
near Hastings and Common Dog Violet in Botley Woods

•

What do you know about Nostoc commune?

•

First colony in Britain of Oak Rustic moths claimed at Lymington

•

Death Cap toadstool
found on Hayling

BIRDS
1. Black-throated Diver: All three common diver species are in the latest news
(Red-throated off Portland on Nov 2, Great Northern also at Portland on both Nov 2
and 4) but a Black-throated sighting by David Thelwell on Nov 4 is much the
most interesting as it was circling high in the air over Casbrook Common close to
Timsbury in the Test Valley north of Romsey and ten kilometres from the nearest sea
water at the very top of Southampton Water. After a few minutes it made the right
decision and flew south. I guess that these birds sometimes nest on inland waters
which are a similar distance from the open sea, and at height could easily know where
they were in relation to the sea but I am left wondering if this bird had flown overland
from the north, and why it decided to circle here - perhaps it had flown up Southampton
Water in the hope of finding a short cut to the Irish Sea but thought better of it.
2. Black-necked Grebe: Alan Lewis had a sighting of one in Langstone Harbour from
Budds Mound on Nov 5 (this is the third sighting I know of in the harbour - four were
seen on Oct 7 and one on Oct 14)

3. Red-necked Grebe: Alan Lewis saw one in the mouth of Chichester Harbour from
Black Point on Nov 5 and three were at Portland on Nov 4
4. Sooty Shearwater: A count of 11 seen from the Ventnor shore in storm force winds on
Nov 3 was a new record for the Isle of Wight.
5. Storm Petrel: The strong winds gave Portland a count of 9 on Nov 3. Even Hampshire
has had several sightings - on Nov 2 Ron King saw one off the Titchfield area and on
Nov 3 at least two were seen from Stokes Bay (Gosport) while one (probably one of
those two) came withing 50 metres of watchers at Hill Head.
6. Leach's Petrel: I see from Russell Wynn's October summary that one of these was in
the Hurst area on Oct 30 but that was before the wind got up. On Nov 3 Bob Marchant
saw three from Hill Head and Ian Calderwood reports two at Stokes Bay. On that day
Portland had at least 40 of them (maybe 55 if we add together reports from different
sites around Portland), and one was seen from Christchurch Harbour.
7. Gannet: On Oct 30 the Isle of Wight had its second highest ever count of Gannets 2800 passing Ventnor on a day when Selsey Bill had more than 1000 going west and
Dungeness had 1130 of them. (Nov 3 brought just one report of a single Gannet in the
Hurst area near the Needles).
8. Shag: Four were seen in the Lymington area on Oct 30
9. Spoonbill: There were two isolated sightings at the Lymington marshes on Oct 19 and
23. More recently two were in Pagham Harbour on Oct 31 and Nov 1, and a single
seems to have remained there until at least Nov 3
10. Brent Goose: The first feeding ashore have already been reported from Southsea on
Oct 30 but high winds on Nov 3 encouraged a lot more to leave the choppy water and
on Nov 4 I found at least 950 on young wheat in Hayling West Lane fields alongside the
Coastal Path.
11. Pale-bellied Brent: Other than the birds which Dennis Bill saw in Portsmouth Harbour
on Sep 17 (which were never proven to have been Pale-bellied but very likely were)
the first report of these came from the Portland area on Nov 3 (only three birds)
12. Ferruginous Duck hybrid: The Fudge Duck was seen again by Alan Lewis on the
Budds Farm pools on Nov 5
13. Long-tailed Duck: One seen by Alan Lewis on Nov 5 from the Ship Inn at Langstone
(in a channel off Langstone village at low water)
14. Red-breasted Merganser: A redhead was in Stoke Lake at Gosport on Nov 5 and the
biggest group seen recently was only 5 at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 2 (no real
arrival yet) but I see that there were 14 in Portsmouth Harbour on Oct 15 for the WeBS
count (highest count anywhere so far).
15. Osprey: A late bird going south over Brighton area on Nov 4 (in 2003 the last was over
Sussex on Nov 6 but last year the latest date was in mid-October)
16. Merlin: I very rarely see Merlin but on Nov 4 I was lucky enough to be standing in a
gateway looking at Brent on the Hayling West Lane fields when a smart blue male shot
past my knees only feet from me as it was hunting along the hedgerow - I had a good
view of its pointed, angled wings to be sure it was not a male Sparrowhawk.
17. Red-legged Partridge: Also on Nov 4, at the north end of the Hayling West Lane
fields, I saw seven Red-legs, getting an easy count of them when they were spooked
and shot of for cover in the hedge like a line of 'Road Runners'.

18. Water Rail: Derek Hale had an easy view of one feeding in the open in a flooded field
at the Bembridge Marshes (IoW) on Nov 4 - flooding does have some benefits!
19. Moorhen: Another unusual sight was of a Moorhen grounded on Portland Bill while on
passage - seen Nov 4
20. Stone Curlew?: Also on Nov 4 at Bembridge Marshes at dusk Derek Hale had a
glimpse of what may have been a Stone Curlew. Derek describes it as a 'Large Wader
- landed in Field at dusk. Larger than Lapwing, Pale with short bill, pointed wings,
zigzag flight.' I thought Stone Curlews normally left earlier than this and I see that the
average departure date in Hampshire if Oct 5 but the latest ever date is 6 Nov 1966
and there are two winter records.
21. Golden Plover: No reports yet of a flock on the playing fields by the M27 at Eastleigh
but a count by Bob Marchant of 325 on mud off Hook/Warsash on Nov 4 and of more
than 350 on the mud off Langstone village by Alan Lewis on Nov 5 shows the winter
situation to be roughly as expected.
22. Purple Sandpiper: No reports from Southsea but Russell Wynn reports one on the
Milford shore west of Lymington on Oct 25 and Christchurch Harbour has had another
three on Nov 1 and two on Nov 2
23. Grey Phalarope: One has been at Pulborough Brooks from Nov 1 to 4 at least and one
which was found by Andy Collins on Nov 3 at the junction of the River Itchen with
Southampton Water was still there next day. Others have been seen in the last few
days near Brighton marina, at Ventnor (IoW), at Christchurch Harbour and at Portland
(3 there on Nov 4)
24. Laughing Gull: During the Nov 5 WeBS count in Portsmouth Harbour John Norton
and Peter Raby had a bonus of a first winter Laughing Gull still showing some juvenile
plumage and coming to bread at the Gosport Cockle Pond. Another adult winter bird
was seen at the east end of the Brighton shore on Nov 4. When I came to add these to
my database I was surprised to see that I already had an empty record for the species
- that was created for a bird (another first winter) seen at sewage works in Swindon
from Jan 9 to 12 in 2001, and these are the next two to come along!
25. Little Gull: Although there have been counts of 70, 59 and 55 at Dungeness during
Oct we rarely see more than singles in Hampshire so Bill Marjeram did well to have 5
off Hill Head on Nov 3 (helped by gales!)
26. Sabine's Gull: Another record of one at Portland on Nov 2
27. Black-headed Gull: A 'partial albino' reported at Shoreham Harbour on Nov 3 but no
details.
28. Sandwich Tern: On Nov 5 one was off Langstone village and a first winter bird was
seen flying into Langstone Harbour from the sea (both seen by Alan Lewis) while Mark
Litjens had another at Hurst that day.
29. Common Tern: One seen from Christchurch Harbour on Nov 3
30. Arctic Terns: Eight reports from Nov 1 to 5 show they are still with us - the latest was
a juvenile still off Hook/Warsash on Nov 5
31. Pigeon news: Thousands of Wood Pigeons and Stock Doves still on the move even from the low-lying view point of Broadmarsh on the Langstone Harbour north
shore Jason Crook on Nov 1 counted 7200 Woodies and 350 Stock Doves coming on
a southwesterly course from the Sussex boundary in the Emsworth area to cross

Langstone Harbour. More recently Trevor Carpenter saw 4400 Wood Pigeons from the
west end of Portsdown on Nov 4, a day when Portland recorded a paltry 12000 going
south after seeing 37000 on Nov 1. Also on Nov 4 35000 went over Christchurch
Harbour and 11600 were counted passing the Glyne Gap between Hastings and
Bexhill. On Nov 5 John Clark had 23544 precisely going over the Fleet area in north
Hampshire, and still the movement, which seems to have started on Oct 16, goes on.
32. Short-eared Owl: Among a good number of widespread reports of both Short and
Long-eared Owls arriving from the south Trevor Carpenter on Nov 2 watched one
follow the Wallington River from Fareham Creek north around the west end of
Portsdown to disappear in the Boarhunt area. Another local sighting was made on Nov
4 by Brian Goddard in the Titchfield coastal area.
33. Swifts: My apologies for misrepresenting Graham Osborne and misleading any
who read my news saying that Graham had seen a Pallid Swift in the Titchfield
area on Oct 30. Graham accurately described his sighting of an Alpine Swift, stressing
that it had a pale belly, and for some reason I transposed the name to Pallid Swift entirely my fault
34. Red-rumped Swallow: A sighting in the Lymington area on Oct 10 which did not get
into Hoslist then has just appeared in Russell Wynn's October summary.
35. Yellow Wagtail: What must be the last to leave went south over Portland Bill on Nov 4
36. Whinchat: I thought we had seen the last of these on Oct 22 but the Christchurch
Harbour news says one was 'reported' to be there on Nov 1 - I have myself seen
wintering Whinchat in the Portsmouth area in Dec and Jan back in the 1980s but I
guess the word reported here is expressing some doubt.
37. Fieldfare: Numbers have picked up a little since the start of November with 60 at
Christchurch on Nov 2, a total of around 150 at sites from Christchurch to Portsdown
on Nov 4 and 76 going west on Nov 5 (total of Hayling and Hook/Warsash sightings)
plus 11 in the Fleet area of north Hampshire
38. Redwing: Nov 2 brought counts of 2000 from Portland and a minimum of 17000 going
east at Christchurch with many elsewhere. Smaller numbers since then brought the
first five to perch on trees near my garden on Nov 5 when 277 went over
Hook/Warsash and 227 were seen by John Clark at Fleet
39. Blackcap: Following my thoughts on the arrival of winter birds (in my previous update)
I see that Daryl Short had the first in his Romsey garden on Nov 3 - presence in
gardens does seem to be a sign of winter birds finding places to settle down with a sure
supply of food.
40. Willow Warbler: A very late bird was at Dungeness on Nov 3
41. Firecrest: Tony Wilson fund three at Church Norton on Nov 2 - possibly they will stay
through the winter there as small groups have done in the past. One has already been
'resident' in the Titchfield Haven area from Oct 31 to Nov 4 and there have been a
couple of sightings around Christmas House (house name close to Hook Lake)
recently.
42. Bearded Tit: Another movement recorded on the Isle of Wight - on Nov 4 a party of 13
flew east from the reeds at Yarmouth
43. Jackdaw: On 4 Nov 112 'passage birds' went over Christchurch Harbour and Richard
Capenter's report for the Titchfield Haven area for the week ending Nov 4 remarks that
large numbers of Jackdaws and Rooks now overfly the area twice daily on their

commuter trips from the winter roost in the north Gosport area to and from feeding
areas west of Titchfield.
44. Chaffinch: The large numbers of finches that have been moving recently seems to be
abating but 1800 Chaffinch were still to be seen passing over Christchurch Harbour on
Nov 4 and on Nov 5 John Clark saw some 400 fly west over the Fleet area in north
Hampshire.
45. Brambling: The largest of many recent sightings was of 347 over Christchurch
harbour on Nov 4 and on Nov 5 Alan Lewis saw 20 fly west from the Sinah area of
Hayling
46. Siskin: There have been lots of these about for some time but I think Daryl Short in
Romsey is the first to report one (a male) coming to his Niger seed feeder on Nov 2
(Daryl also had a Lesser Redpoll on Nov 3) On Nov 4 Richard Carpenter tells us that
a small flock seems to have settled in to feed on Alders by the Meon Canal at
Titchfield.
47. Crossbill: A few more on the move recently with more than 47 over Christchurch
Harbour on Nov 4 and 29 seen in the Fleet area on Nov 5 (plus 6 flying south).
48. Bullfinch: I have always thought of these as sedentary birds but on Nov 1 a total of 83
were seen passing over Culver Down near Bembridge on the IoW (beating an IoW
day count record of just 34 set on 4 Nov 2002. Also on Nov 1 Bernie Forbes counted 16
in the Cissbury Ring area on the downs north of Worthing, and on Nov 4 another 52
went over the Isle of Wight.
49. Hawfinch: Phil Lord tells us that four Hawfinch were back at the Mercer Way site in
Romsey on Oct 31 - hopefully they will stay there as others have in recent winters (4
were still there on Nov 4) but some are leaving as on Nov 4 a total of 18 flew south from
Portland.
50. Lapland Bunting: I hear that the Brownwich clifftop bird was still present on Nov 4
51. Snow Bunting: Russell Wynn tells us that one was in the Lymington marshes area on
Oct 30 and 31, and on Nov 4 Pete Durnell saw a handsome male in the Normandy
area though sadly he also saw it fly off over the marshes, attracting the attention of a
Peregrine which had it for a mid-morning snack. Another was at Ventnor on Nov 4
PLANTS
1. November flowering list: In the first few days of November I have a list of 78 species
found in flower.
2. Wood Anemone: A single plant was flowering in Guestling Wood north of Hastings on
Oct 30 - seen by Cliff Dean.
3. Common Dog Violet: Also seen flowering on Oct 30 by Richard Carpenter in the
Botley Woods.
4. Yellow-wort: Two plants still flowering at the IBM Portsmouth site on Nov 5
5. Cock's Eggs (Salpichroa origanifolia): Still flowering on Sinah Common on Nov 4
6. Pale Toadflax: Also flowering on Sinah Common on Nov 4
7. Russian Comfrey: Still flowering at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Nov 4

8. Tansy: One plant seen at south Hayling on Nov 4 had all dead leaves but a flower
head still bright yellow
9. Bee Orchid: Definitely not flowering but many fresh leaf rosettes found at the IBM
Portsmouth site on Nov 5
10. Nostoc commune: Patrick Roper reports a find of this brown/green amorphous
rubbery 'thing' among moss of a concrete standing in an abandoned farmyard near
Hastings and says it is rare in East Sussex. Here in south east Hampshire it is quite
common (typically in places like the abandoned farmyard where the soil is poor and
wet) and I am surprised that it does not feature in the Lichen section of the Hampshire
Flora. I got the name Nostoc from Phil Budd some years ago so I know he is familiar
with it and I call it 'Landweed' as it is an Alga which flourishes on land as Seaweed
does in the sea. Patrick Roper says that it is the same Alga that occurs in Lichens but I
would welcome more info - it is not mention in any of my Lichen books.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Two reports for Nov 1 when Patrick Fleet saw one or more at
Magdalen Hill Down east of Winchester and Geoff Jones saw one in the
Titchfield Brownwich area

o

Brimstone: Again two reports for Nov 1: Richard Carpenter had a female in the
Meon Valley south of Beacon Hill and Dave Payne had one in the Itchen Valley
country park

o

Small Copper: Patrick Fleet had one or more at Magdalen Hill Down on Nov 1

o

Red Admiral: Still to be seen in the Titchfield area on Nov 4

o

Speckled Wood: Also seen in the Titchfield area on Nov 4

2. Moths:
o

Oak Rustic (B&F 2246a): In his summary of wildlife on the Lymington Marshes
during October Russell Wynn claims that the arrival of five examples of this
species in his moth trap at Pennington between Oct 25 and 28 proves that there
is a resident colony there and that these were not migrants - making Pennington
the first place in Britain to have an 'established colony'

o

Red-headed Chestnut (B&F 2261): Two in Russell Wynn's trap on Oct 30
seem to be the first taken in Hampshire this year (I only know of one other find a single at Crawley in Sussex on Sept 30).

OTHER
1. Fungi:
•

Death Cap (Amanita phalloides): A single fresh specimen found by Ralph Hollins in
grass on west side of Staunton Avenue on Hayling Island on Nov 4

•

Amanita inaurata: Found by Richard Carpenter in Botley Woods on Oct 30 - new
name is Amanita ceciliae or the Snakeskin Grisette

•

Tawny Funnel (Lepista flaccida): Fround by Brian Fellows at Brook Meadow on Nov
3 - I see in the New Names list it is no longer Clitocybe but Lepista flaccida

•

Fleecy Milkcap (Lactarius vellereus): The first Milkcap I have heard of this autumn
was found by Ralph Hollins in Staunton Avenue, south Hayling on Nov 4

•

Stubble Rosegill (Volvariella gloiocephala): This is the new name for V. speciosa appropriate in that it is normally found in arable fields (with or without stubble) and is
one of the few pink spored species. On Nov 4 Ralph Hollins found an immense display
of these covering many acres of the southern part of the big arable fields between
West Lane and the Hayling Coastal Path.

•

Cortinarius subbalaustinus: Several at the IBM Portsmouth site on Nov 5 by Ralph
Hollins. I brought home a fresh specimen which fits the pictures and description in both
Roger Phillips and Michael Jordan but I cannot find any name to match it in the 'New
Names' - does this mean the species is no longer recognized (but is now subsumed
under another species name) or does it just mean that no English name has yet been
given to it? Please tell me if you know which is the right answer!

•

Snowy Inkcap (Coprinus niveus): Found by Brian Fellows on dumped grass cuttings
at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Nov 1

•

Earthtongue species: A group of 'black paddles' in short grass at the IBM Portsmouth
site on Nov 4 was what I am familiar with as a Trichoglossum species (no visible hairs
so presumably not T. hirsutum so maybe Geoglossum cookeianum which appears
in both Phillips and Jordan). T. hirsutum (Hairy Earthtongue) does appear in the new
names as does Geoglossum umbratile which is called the Plain Earthtongue but G.
cookeianum does not - so with no pictures of G.umbratile (which may be the new
name I want) I don't know what to call my find!

•

Mucilago crustacea (Grass Slime Mould): Also found at the IBM site on Nov 4 was a
creamy 'mess' covering much of a lage clump of grass which I recognized as a fairly
common slime mould which I have never been able to name in the past but having
recenlty bought Michael Jordan's Encyclodaedia of Fungi I found a picture of the mould
just three pages from the end of his book with the above Latin Name (the English name
is my own - the Slime Moulds do not feature in the official list of new English names!)
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Sat 5 Nov
A. WeBS count at the IBM Portsmouth lake
Early this morning five Redwing settled briefly in a tree visible from my garden and two
Mistle Thrush were on more distant tree tops (I think passing birds because of their
behaviour and I think I heard one of the Mistle Thrushes which reside here singing in
the distance to warn off intruders). Collared Doves are also singing and have been for
a week or so but in their case it signifies no more than a restart of their round the year
breeding programme. While out in the garden I enjoyed close views of a small party of
five or more Long-tailed Tits.
The sun was shining when I arrived at the Portsmouth IBM site for this month’s WeBS
count though it clouded over while I was there but the forecast rain did not arrive.
The bird count was minimal - just one Canada Goose and only ten Mallards (lowest
count ever for the lake?) but the Coot had begun to form a winter feeding flock (ony 25
birds so far) and there were even some gulls on the water - up to 20 Herring Gulls
bathing and a few Black-headed with them. 26 Moorhen, 2 Little Grebes and only 2
Cormorant were also unexpectedly low numbers but the usual 4 Heron were present
with 1 Egret, 3 Teal and 1 Great Crested Grebe.

The only bit of excitement came when I was at the canal edge in the carpark area and
heard loud screams and trills which suggested a Water Rail and a Dabchick fighting
to the death, but although I was close to reeds along the canal the sound appeared to
come from overhead though no birds were flying over. After about a minute of this the
source of the noise was revealed when a Kestrel dropped out of one of the carpark
light covers and flew off - these lights are on metal posts about 100 feet high at the top
of which are six powerful lights mounted on a wheel shaped structure, the whole being
covered with a sold metal cover. Kestrels can fly up and perch on the spokes of the
wheel, shielded from wind and rain by the cover and kept warm on winter evenings by
heat from the lights. I am still puzzled by the cause of the commotion as no other bird
could be seen among the lights.
The more interesting aspect of the visit lay in the wild flowers and fungi on show. I
found 41 plants in flower including Yellow-wort and Spear Thistle, Blue Fleabane,
(Yellow) Fleabane, Green Field Speedwell, Field Madder and the last gasp of
Changing Forget-me-not. Not flowering, but in good health, were many rosettes of
Bee orchid leaves which usually appear in the winter to gather sunlight to feed their
‘bulbs’ for the summer ahead. Another flower to come could be seen in the great mass
of bright yellow flower buds on the Nootka cypress trees.
One other find was something not uncommon on the poor but damp soil here - a brown
rubbery mass of what I call Landweed as it is clearly an Alga like a Seaweed. I was
told some years ago that its name is Nostoc commune but being an Alga found on
land it does not appear in books that describe seaweeds, nor in books that list Lichens
(nor in the Hants Flora). I have come to regard it as fairly common but I saw a comment
about it on the Rye Bay website (RX Wildlife) this week after Patrick Roper found some
near Hastings in an abandoned farmyard where it was growing among moss on an old
concrete ‘cow standing’. He said it was new to him and a rarity in East Sussex so I feel
pleased that Hampshire can excel in something.
Among many fungi the one which pleased me most was a small black Earthtongue
which puts up what I can best describe as ‘canoe paddle’ shaped fruiting bodies some
3 or 4 cm long (they have a long ‘handle’ stem with a flat eliptic shaped ‘blade’). Often
the blade has a groove along it long axis and sometimes it is rounded into an uneven
club shape. Those that I found were black all over and fitted the picture of
Geoglossum cookeianum in Roger Phillips book but that name does not appear in
the list of ‘New Names’ for fungi.
Among several other fungi was one that I have never seen before which fits the picture
and description of Cortinarius subblaustinus in Phillips but once again that name is
not in the new list! Poson Pie, Weeping Widow and Horse Mushroom were all
present as was an almost black capped form of what used to be called Soap
Tricholoma but is now called Soapy Knight.
Finally I found a creamy white amorphous mass of ‘goo’ covering the blades of a large
clump of grass and belief it to be the Slime Mould called Mucilago crustacea.
Fri 4 Nov
A. A ride from Havant to south Hayling
This afternoon I cycled all the way down the old Hayling Billy line to south Hayling,
finding more wildlife interest than I would have expected on a blustery November day
when the wind had driven the birds from the exposed west shore of Hayling Island.
On Hayling Greater Knapweed was still in flower in the Oysterbeds area, as were
Russian Comfrey and Sea Radish. Nothing much in the way of other flowers by the

coastal path but on Sinah Common the uncommon Cock’s Eggs (Salpichroa
origanifolia) was still in flower as was Pale Toadflax, and one plant of Tansy still had
bright yellow flower ‘buttons’ although the plant and its leaves seemed brown and
shrivelled.
Nearing Sinah Common the grass verges of Staunton Avenue had several clusters of
mixed toadstools including Field and Horse Mushrooms, Red Cracking Boletes and
my first (Fleecy) Milkcap of the autumn. Interestingly among all these I came on a
single fresh Death Cap - a small Amanita with a grey green cap and nothing else to
warn you of its deadly powers. I removed it from the grass and brought it home to dump
it out of the way at the far end of my garden in the hope that the rats which come into
the garden from the Billy Trail to steal any bird food I put out will eat the fungus.
Where the coastal path passes the large open West Lane fields I stopped to look at the
large number of Brent (nearly 1000) which had decided that a fairly sheltered field
with young wheat to eat was preferable to being on the very rough harbour. As I
scanned with my binoculars I realised that the field also had an equally large number of
well spaced large toadstools which I am used to naming as Volvariella speciosa but
which are now named Stubble Rosegill or Volvariella gloiocephala. As I was about
to leave a bright blue-backed falcon shot past only feet from me at knee height, its
sharply angled and pointed wings showing it was my first male Merlin of the year.
At the top end of this open field a careful scan of the ploughed ground showed several
‘lumps of earth’ where moving around, and when something scared them seven
Red-legged Partridge, looking like a line of Road Runners, shot off to take cover in
the hedge. Further north, in the trees among which a gate lets riders from the Westcroft
stables on to the coastal path, I heard loud and long complaints from a Little Owl but
never saw it or the reason for its complaining.
Wed 2 Nov
A. (Wed0211) Latest News and Reports
Highlights of the news below:
•

All three common Diver species
were seen between Oct 29 and 31

•

Six Black Swans
were seen on West Ashling pond were there are normally only two

•

A male Goshawk was giving its spring display flight a bit early on Oct 27

•

A new site record was set when 37,000 Wood Pigeons flew south over Portland Bill
on Nov 1

•

Two species of Swift
have appeared in southern England recently - Common Swift at Christchurch
Harbour and Alpine Swift at Shanklin (IoW) and near Titchfield Haven

•

Several Dunnock singing and giving their wing-flicking courtship display on Nov
1

•

A Wheatear has been at a New Forest site for over a week - will it stay the winter?

•

Have the winter Blackcaps started to arrive?
Some possible evidence for this from Sussex.

•

49 wild flower species

already seen in flower in November
•

13 butterfly species
still on the wing at the end of October

•

First November Moth seen in Sussex

•

'Ethelred' is a Bottle-nosed
, not Common, Dolphin

•

Lots more fungi news about 38 species - checking out the new names has delayed
this update!

BIRDS
1. Divers: For the first time this winter all three common species have been seen within a
three day period. One Great Northern had been off Portland on Sep 17 and now a
second has appeared there on Oct 29, a single Black-throated Diver has been at
Dungeness from Oct 27 to 31 and a Red-throated Diver was off Portland on Oct 29
2. Red-necked Grebe: Singles (maybe the same bird) were seen at Dungeness on Oct
28, passing Ventnor on the IoW on Oct 30 and at Christchurch Harbour on that same
day.
3. Black-necked Grebe: No more reported sightings from Langstone Harbour since Oct
14 but two were across the water off Seaview (north east corner of the IoW) on Oct 26
4. Storm Petrels: On Oct 29 a Leach's Storm Petrel was off Portland and on Oct 30
there were 4 of them at Dungeness and 2 Storm Petrels off Portland.
5. Gannet: On Oct 30 more than 1000 were off Selsey Bill and on that same day 2800
were counted from Bonchurch (Ventnor) on the IoW (this was the second highest day
total ever recorded on the IoW). The birds were not just concentrated into one area of
the Channel as Dungeness reported 1130 of them on that day
6. Black Swan: Brian Fellows saw six of these on the West Ashling Pond on Oct 29
where I saw just two on Apr 14 and Aug 16. Last year I went there on Jan 6 to check for
the presence of any cygnets and found none though on 1 Jan 2003 the pair did have
two downy cygnets (remember that these birds still have their biological clocks set to
antipodean time and thus breed in our autumn and hatch any cygnets around
Christmas). The presence of four new birds which have not been there in the past two
years may be the result of human introductions but could be part of that autumn mating
urge sending birds on flights in search of good places to find mates or (if paired) to
nest.
7. Barnacle Goose: Maybe a new player in the plastic goose stakes, or maybe one of the
Baffins Gang that has decided to abandon its mates, there was one with a Canada
Goose flock at Hook/Warsash on Nov 1 where I have not heard of one earlier this year.
8. Brent Goose: The first report to reach me of Brent Geese ashore on grass close to
human activity comes from Trevor Carpenter on Oct 30. Trevor saw 184 geese
(including 47 juveniles, 25.5% of the flock) on the Southsea seafront fields east of the
Canoe Lake. In Nutbourne Bay of Chichester Harbour on Oct 28 Brian Fellows found
an even higher percentage of young in a flock of 124 birds which had 46 juveniles in it
(37%), and a WeBS count at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 30 produced a figure of
nearly 40% juveniles in a total of 172 birds.
9. Mandarin: The Titchfield Haven website has just been updated with news since Sept
24 and I see that there was a report of a Mandarin there on Oct 2. Earlier this year

there had been two isolated reports in July and two in August (including sightings of
both male and female but never more than one at a time). Can anyone tell me if these
birds are there all the time but only occasionally get reported, or if these are the only
five dates this year on which they have been present at the Haven.
10. Pintail: Numbers are now increasing with two reports on Oct 28, one of 82 birds at
Pulborough Brooks (the highest count anywhere this autumn) and one of 15 birds seen
in Nutbourne Bay by Brian Fellows
11. Long Tailed Duck: No further sightings in Langstone Harbour but it sounds as if at
least three birds are present on the south coast. On Oct 29 one was on the Scotney
Court gravel pit lake at Rye and one Oct 30 one was seen flying east past Selsey Bill
and another was off Portland Bill.
12. Velvet Scoter: Two more reports - one at Dungeness on Oct 29 and 3 going east at
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 30.
13. Marsh Harrier: A sighting of one at Titchfield Haven on Oct 13 (from the recently
updated Haven website) brings the number of sightings there this autumn to seven. At
Farlington Marshes a female was seen patrolling the reed beds along the stream on
Oct 30 - as far as I know the only sighting there this autumn.
14. Goshawk: Some Goshawk sightings fall into the same class as the Great White Egret
that was reported to be at Pagham Harbour on Oct 27 - a birder has recently told us on
the SOS web site that he was present when the original reporter pointed out the Great
White Egret which he had only seen distantly through binoculars, but when the other
birder trained his telescope on the bird he could clearly see that it had yellow feet (no
mention of bill colour). I have more confidence in the latest Goshawk report from an
impeccable source (Martin Pitt) who tells us that on Oct 29, somewhere in north
Hampshire, he watched a male Goshawk with 'fluffed up undertail feathers' making its
roller-coaster spring display flight for around 10 minutes, something that normally does
not start until February.
15. Golden Plover: On Oct 30 Graham Osborne saw 85 of these in the Brownwich area
west of Titchfield Haven where there had been no count of more than 15 birds earlier in
the autumn.
16. Black-tailed Godwit: With so many around it may not sound very interesting to report
a sighting of just one bird which was by the small flood (with 64 Teal) in the Pony field
south of Wade Court (behind Langstone Pond) on Nov 1 but I expect it is the bird which
I thought was a Green Sandpiper when it flew out from the meadow to the harbour
under cover of darkness on Oct 29.
17. Grey Phalarope: One was offshore at Climping beach near the mouth of the River
Arun on Oct 31 and another was seen that day off Christchurch Harbour. Another was
seen on Nov 1 off Bonchurch (Ventnor - IoW) bringing the number of reports this
autumn to 12.
18. Pomarine Skua: Of the 41 reports of these I have seen since the beginning of August
all but two have been of not more than 3 birds but on Oct 29 the count at Dungeness
was 11, and on Oct 24 there were 10 off Selsey Bill
19. Long-tailed Skua: A ninth report of this species for the autumn is of one juvenile off
Dungeness on Oct 29 (14 Bonxies and 59 Little Gulls were seen there that day!)
20. Sabine's Gull: A juvenile was seen from Dungeness on Oct 30 after 2 had been there
on Oct 26.

21. Ring-billed Gull: This was still at the Gosport Cockle Pond on Oct 30
22. Kittiwake: Although 950 were recorded at Dungeness on Oct 23 no more than 40 had
been seen from the Isle of Wight until Oct 30 when several observers on the Island saw
large numbers - largest count was of 450 going west past Ventnor.
23. Terns: Latest sightings of Sandwich Tern were on Oct 30 when one was on the
Portsmouth/Southsea shore (at the Eastney Ferry) and another was at Portland. The
only other species still being seen is Arctic with 5 at Dungeness on Oct 31 (and 9 there
on Oct 28)
24. Wood Pigeon: Nov 1 saw 37000 flying south over Portland, a record for that site
(though nowhere near the 73000 at Durlston on Oct 23). For disbelievers there are a
couple of impressive photos on the Portland website. From a personal point of view my
database was unable to record either of these figures (except as comments) as I had
long ago defined the number field as being an integer value (i.e. having a maximum of
32761 for any individual observation).
25. Short-eared Owl: Among eight new observations in the latest input the nearest to
Hampshire was one in off the sea at Shanklin on the IoW on Nov 1
26. Swifts: It would seem that recent strong southerly winds have been forcing Swifts
(which remain airborne during gales and do not take shelter on the ground) north
across the Channel. A single Common Swift was seen at Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 30, and on that day a 'large Swift with a pale belly' seen by Graham Osborne on
the coast near Titchfield Haven must have been one of several Alpine Swifts recently
seen in Britain. Another big surprise was a single Alpine Swift seen by Chris Meaney
flying around houses in Howard Road at Shanklin on the IoW on Nov 1.
27. Hirundines: Swallows were still being seen daily up to Nov 1, and no doubt that was
not the last date for them. There was also one House Martin at Portland on Nov 1 but
I don't seem to have heard of a Sand Martin since Oct 28
28. Yellow Wagtail: No reports since Oct 21 - we seem to have seen the last of them.
29. Pied Wagtail: Communal night roosts have recently been reported at Horsham (two
different locations at Chesworth Farm and Southwater Country Park with more that
180 and more than 350 birds respectively), at Gunwharf Quays in Portsmouth (120+),
an industrial estate at Waterlooville (200+ near Focus DIY store), and near Eastrop
roundabout in Basingstoke (300+)
30. Dunnock: In sunshine on Nov 1 two or three were making their wing flicking courtship
display at Langstone Pond where one was singing and another was singing near
Budds Farm
31. Wheatear: On Nov 1 one at Ashley Walk in the north west of the New Forest was still
where it had been seen for a week - maybe thinking of staying the winter? Three others
at Portland that day was almost certainly on their way south.
32. Ring Ouzel: On Nov 1 Bernie Forbes spent the day around Cissbury Ring on the
downs north of Worthing and recorded a day total of 25 Ouzels. Also that day more
than 7 were on Culver Down near Bembridge (IoW) and singles were seen at Portland
and in the New Forest. So far this autumn has brought me 154 reports of Ouzels with a
possible total of 1070 birds.
33. Fieldfare: These are still in short supply compared to the hundreds of Redwings
around but, with no significant Fieldfare counts since a flock of 32 flew up the Test

valley on Oct 16, Nov 1 has brought a count of 10 at Portland and 20 at Cissbury Ring
in West Sussex (where the Redwing count that day was 160).
34. Cetti's Warbler: Of local interest I see that one has been heard around the IBM Lake
at Portsmouth on both Oct 27 and 31
35. Blackcap: In Graham Roberts' article on wintering Blackcaps published in the 1995
Hampshire Bird Report (and based on regular monitoring of them in his
Cosham/Portsmouth garden every winter since 1969/70) Graham says that the
summer birds depart in early October and there is then a gap of several weeks before
the winter birds arrive in mid to late November.
This autumn 200 birds were caught by ringers at Beachy Head as late as Oct 9 with
another 30 recorded there on Oct 22. There was then a gap of four days with no
reports of Blackcaps from anywhere, and the latest reports from Oct 27 onwards are of
very small numbers (2,3,1,1,4,1). The count of 4 comes from Tony Wilson's garden at
Edburton at the northern foot of the Sussex Downs and it is Tony's remark that these
four birds were 'eating apples in the garden' that suggested that these were the first
winter birds arriving - very tenuous evidence and I would welcome anything to back up
the idea.
36. Pallas's Warbler: On Oct 30 one was still being seen at Portland where the first
arrived on Oct 11. Also on Oct 30 Sussex had its first report of the autumn - one
reported at Church Norton (Pagham Harbour) where a Yellow-browed Warbler was
heard on Oct 27 but not reported since.
37. Goldcrest: We’ve had several counts of up to 70 birds at different sites recently but on
Oct 30 Christchurch Harbour did very well with an estimated 150 birds in the small
areas of woodland there that morning - on Oct 31 they looked for them again and totted
up 250! Sadly they could only find 6 Firecrests (on Oct 29)
38. Bearded Tit: Another observation of one on their long distance journeys comes from
Yarmouth (IoW) on Oct 29 when just two took off from the reeds and set off east into
the unknown.
39. Starling: When the dedicated pigeon watchers lose interest in the current autumn
passage of Wood Pigeons and Stock Doves they can take a train to the Portsmouth
Harbour station and enjoy the sight of a Starling roost in the roof of the station - maybe
not as impressive as the Brighton West Pier evening display.
40. Tree Sparrow: This autumn I have seen nine reports of these passing over
Dungeness in substantial numbers (recently 120 went over on Oct 23 and 63 on Oct
29) but there is nothing in these reports to tell me if the birds are coming north from the
continent or going south from northern parts of Britain.
41. Twite: Two were reported at Eastbourne on Oct 22 but no further news of the species
until Oct 31 when two were seen at Christchurch Harbour
42. Lapland Bunting: Thanks to Mark Edgeller Hampshire has had its first Lapland
Bunting of the autumn - a very tame bird on the low cliffs at Brownwich west of
Titchfield Haven. Mark found it in Oct 29 and it was still there on Oct 31 (and people
were managing to find it despite a map reference being put out on Hoslist to direct
them to the middle of Gosport 10 km east of the actual location)
43. Snow Bunting: These have been seen on the IoW on three dates (Oct 15, 20 and 30)
but so far they have been birds on the move.

44. Corn Bunting: Back on Oct 7 we were told that the winter flock at Rye Harbour had
reached 46 but reports on Oct 11 and 16 were only of 37 and 20+ birds, however on
Oct 29 Sam Smith saw 61 birds fly over the reserve. No substantial reports from
elsewhere (one sighting of 5 on Gander Down east of Winchester on Oct 16 and a
single bird over the IoW on Oct 15).
The latest edition of the HOS members magazine, out this week, tells us that there
were still 60 breeding territories found during this summer's search for Corn Buntings
in Hampshire but out of 234 tetrads (2x2 km map squares) visited, and which had held
breeding Corn Bunting in the past, birds were found this year in only 34 tetrads. The
paucity of information required a half page of the two pages alloted to the report in the
magazine to be filled with a meaningless diagram showing the distribution of territories
found this year in one area of the county but lacking any clue as to which part of
Hampshire it related to and with no comparison to territories found there in past years
(probably due to the need to suppress information on breeding birds) To be fair it does
show us that one tetrad still had 15 territories and another had 11 so Corn Buntings
have not yet reached extinction as breeding birds in Hampshire.
PLANTS
1. Cow Parsley: Another find of this in flower by Brian Fellows on Oct 28 in fields
between Prinsted and Nutbourne (east of Emsworth).
2. November flowering species: Although I have only been out on Nov 1 I managed to
find 49 species in flower here in Havant. Among them were Black Mustard, Field
Pennycress, Dove's Foot and Hedgerow Cranesbill, Cow Parsley and Golden
Samphire. Ox-Eye Daisy and Prickly Lettuce were also found
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Last sightings that I know of were on Oct 27 when there were
sightings at Titchfield Haven, Stansted Forest and Nutbourne Bay

o

Common Darter: Also seen at a couple of places on Oct 27 but David Tinling
saw one in the Gosport area on Oct 28 and Tony Wilson had one at Edburton
near the Adur valley on Oct 29

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Seen in seven different locations on Oct 27 from Exbury on
the New Forest shore to West Wittering at the mouth of Chichester Harbour two were seen at Wittering and the Exbury insect was a helice female. Other
sightings were on the Isle of Wight, at Gosport (two sites), Titchfield Haven and
Nutbourne Bay. No later sightings so far but I will be surprised if we don't hear of
more sightings before the year is out!

o

Brimstone: A single male was seen at Steyning on West Sussex on Oct 27

o

Large White: One was in Anne McCue's Gosport garden on both Oct 21 and 22

o

Small White: The last I know of was seen by David Tinling in the Gosport area
on Oct 27

o

Small Copper: David Tinling also had one of these at Gosport on Oct 27 - a
very fresh specimen so watch out for more sightings.

o

Holly Blue: David also had three fresh third brood males on Oct 27.

o

Red Admiral: The last that I know of were 6 seen on Oct 29 by Tony Wilson in
his garden at Edburton in Sussex but I am sure we will still be seeing them on
Christmas Day if the sun is shining. After seven sightings on Oct 27 there were
three more on Oct 28. Recent sightings by David Tinling from the Gosport area
include counts of 52 on Oct 15, 57 on Oct 17 and 63 on Oct 20 tailing off to 55
on Oct 27 and only 8 on Oct 28.

o

Painted Lady: I have already reported a sighting of three in Swindon (from
Matthew Oates) on Oct 27 and I now see that David Tinling, not to be beaten,
scored three at Gosport that day.

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Last sighting to date was on Oct 25 when David Jode had
two at East Dean close to Beachy Head

o

Peacock: I have already reported sightings of singles at Titchfield Haven and
Stansted Forest on Oct 27 and now I know of several more being seen in the
Steyning area of West Sussex by David Geoghegan that day. A further sighting
on Oct 28 was inside a house at Gosport - presumably one which had already
settled down to hibernate in the house but was roused by the warmth. It was let
out into sunshine and hopefully found somewhere more suitable to spend the
winter.

o

Comma: Singles were seen at Gosport by David Tinling on both Oct 27 and 28
and I'm pretty sure those were not the last for the year.

o

Speckled Wood: Three were still on the wing in the Gosport area on Oct 28 for
David Tinling, and again that may well not be the last sighting of the year.

o

Meadow Brown: Much more unexpected than the Speckled Woods was a
fresh female Meadow Brown which David Tinling saw on Oct 27 - David says it
was smaller than normal.

o

Monarch: One was in the Scillies on Oct 27 and another seen in County Cork
(southern Ireland) on Oct 30. Surprisingly none were seen at Gosport and I
think that a rumour of one having been at Titchfield Haven on Oct 27 was wrong
and was based on the sighting there on Oct 13.

3. Moths: Two firsts for my year list.
o

November Moth (B&F 1795): As far as I know one which came to house lights
at Tony Wilson's home (Edburton at the north foot of the Downs north of
Brighton) on Nov 27 was the first of the season - Tony had another sighting
there on Oct 29.

o

Deep-Brown Dart (B&F 1795): The only sighting I know of this year was at
Titchfield Haven on Oct 7 (rather belated news but the Titchfield Haven website
was not updated from Sept 24 until this week).

o

Oak Rustic (B&F 2246a): I have already reported the first two sightings of this
new invader from the south (both in the Ventnor area of the IoW on Oct 22).
Since then Steve Nash has received five more sightings, all from our region. On
Oct 25 one was taken at Pennington near Lymington and on Oct 26 another
reached Southsea while Durlston had the first for Dorset (a personal record for
Steve Nash). Oct 27 brought further sightings at Pennington and Durlston.

o

Palpita vitrealis (B&F 1408): One at Portland on Oct 28

o

The Vestal (B&F 1716): Maurice Pugh was pleased with one at Cadnam on Oct
30

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth (B&F 1984): The latest to date was seen in Gosport
on Oct 21 by Anne McCue but I will not be surprised if someone finds one
hibernating in some old building.

o

Flame Brocade (B&F 2251): A third record for the year comes from Portland
Bill on Oct 28

o

Dewick's Plusia (B&F 2436): A very good find for Tony Wilson at Edburton on
Oct 30 - as far as I know the only previous record for the year was from the
Pannel Valley near Rye on Oct 4. On the same night Tony also had a Delicate
and while I have heard of 25 previous records this year since May 1 all the
previous sightings were right on the coast

4. Other Insects:
o

Hornet: No more mass sightings but Tony Wilson had one still on the wing at
Edburton on Oct 29

OTHER
1. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: The Dolphin called 'Ethelred' which has been attracting
attention in the west Solent just off Yarmouth is a Bottle-nosed Dolphin (not a Common
Dolphin as I guessed previously in the absence of any other information)
2. Fungi: Below are a few of the species appearing in recent lists which may be of
general interest
•

Soapy Knight: The new name for the Soap Tricholoma - found in the Rufus
Stone/Castle Malwood Walk area of the New Forest on Oct 25 (Maurice Pugh)

•

Tawny Funnel: Can anyone tell me why this has been moved from genus Clitocybe to
Lepista when the Common Funnel has been allowed to stay as a Clitocybe but had its
specific name changed? Found in New Forest on Oct 25 (Maurice Pugh)

•

Snowy Waxcap (Hygrocybe virginea): Quite a few of these now on my lawn - first
seen in the New Forest near Lymington on Oct 30 (Maurice Pugh)

•

Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe conica): I always thought this was called
Hygrocybe nigrescens but that species seems to have been exterminated and
subsumed under the name of H. conica. I expect there is a lot of this now around the
IBM Portsmouth site but so far the only report is from the Lymington area of the New
Forest on Oct 30 (M. Pugh)

•

Twig parachute (Marasmiellus ramealis): This is the new name for Marasmius
ramealis - the new English name is one of many that I welcome as appropriate and
easy to remember. Seen near the Rufus Stone in the New Forest on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Saffrondrop Bonnet (Mycena crocata): This is another welcome new English name
for a pretty little fungus. Reported by Jim Berry from Head Down (above Buriton near
Petersfield) on Oct 29

•

Rosy Bonnet (Mycena rosea): Another good and appropriate English name for this
close cousin of Mycena pura (now called the Lilac Bonnet). Rosy Bonnet was found in
Hilliers Arboretum near Romsey on Oct 15 (M. Pugh) and Lilac Bonnet was among the
finds on Head Down (Jim Berry - Oct 29)

•

Orange Mosscap (Rickenella fibula): Like the Tawny Funnel above Mycena fibula
has been torn from its long established family connections as a Mycena and told to go
and stand in the corner wearing the name Rickenella (which I suppose is better than
having to wear a Dunce's Cap). Found in Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15 (M. Pugh)

•

Beech Milkcap (Lactarius blennius): Another welcome and immediately obvious
English name. Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Ochre Brittlegill (Russula ochroleuca): I suppose we will get used to Brittlegill as a
name for Russula but why the 'Common Yellow Russula' is drained of some of its
colour to become 'Ochre' I don't know. This was first found in the West Walk Woods
(Meon Valley) on Oct 22 by Richard Carpenter

•

Greasy Green Brittlegill (Russula heterophylla): Found in Hillier's Arboretum on
Oct 15 (M. Pugh)

•

The Miller (Clitopilus prunulus): One of the few species to survive the name
changes untarnished and intact. Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Poisonpie (Hebeloma crustuliniforme): This almost survived the name changes but
has had a its English name reduced from Poison Pie to the less meaningful Poisonpie.
Found on Oct 29 at Head Down (Jim Berry)

•

Yellow Fieldcap (Bolbitius vitellinus): Both Yellow Cowpat toadstool and Egg Yolk
toadstool have been cast aside by the enforcers of English names and we now have to
use Yellow Fieldcap for this species found in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Oct 28
(Brian Fellows)

•

Galerina species: This genus has been given the English name of 'Bell' and at the
Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15 two species which are not listed by Roger Phillips were
found - Dwarf Bell (G. pumila) does appear in Michael Jourdain's Encyclopaedia and
Moss Bell (G. hypnorum) in Stephan Buczacki's Collins Guide

•

Poplar Fieldcap (Agrocybe cylindracea): If it were not for the fact that this regularly
appears on Willows (not Poplars) at Brook Meadow in Emsworth, and both looks and
tastes like a Mushroom, this name would be more welcome. Still, we now have an
English Name for this species that put up a new crop at Brook Meadow on Oct 28 (B.
Fellows)

•

Redlead Roundhead (Stropharia aurantiaca): Not being familiar with the colour of
Redlead I don't know how appropriate this name is for the pretty orange red of this
Stropharia - a species I have seen at the IBM Portsmouth site this autumn and which
was found at the Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15 (M. Pugh)

•

Pale Brittlestem (Psathyrella candolleana): Found at Head Down on Oct 29 (Jim
Berry)

•

Common Stump Brittlestem (Psathyrella piluliformis): Found near the Rufus
Stone on Oct 25 (M Pugh)

•

Psathyrella pseudogracilis: Could this species (illustrated in Michael Jourdan's
Encyclopaedia on page 242) be what Ted Gange (who led the group visiting Hillier's
Arboretum on Oct 15) meant when he verbally named a fungus with a name that
sounded to Maurice Pugh like 'Saphillaria gracilis'?

•

Oysterling: This is an apt name for a small group of fungi whose caps do look a bit like
seashells (though not Oysters). Variable Oysterling is the new English name for

Crepidotus variabilis, Peeling Oysterling for C. mollis and Bitter Oysterling for
Panellus stipticus. All three seen recently.
•

Boletes: Red Cracking Bolete (Boletus chrysenteron) has kept its name and was
found at Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15, as have the Orange Birch Bolete and Larch
Bolete both found near Lymington on Oct 30. A puzzle is posed by the name
Scarlatina Bolete used by the leader of the foray around the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 this appears in the recommended list of new names against Boletus luridiformis but
that name does not appear in any of my three identification guides, my guess is that it
replaces Boletus versicolor which is in my books with a scarlet cap (though I think the
colour is variable)

•

Southern Bracket (Ganoderma australe): If you have been identifying brackets in
the south of England as Ganoderma adspersum then mend your ways and change the
name to G. australe.

•

Meadow Puffball (Vascellum pratense): A new name for the species found near the
Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Scaly Earthball (Scleroderma verrucosum): Also a new name for this species found
at Hillier's on Oct 15 (M.Pugh)

•

Earthstars: We have already met with Geastrum triplex as the Collared Earthstar
and I now have a find of the Sessile Earthstar at Head Down on Oct 29 (Jim Berry)

•

Devil's Fingers (Clathrus archeri): This 'squid-like' or 'starfish-like' relative of the
Stinkhorns with its spreading red tentacles will soon be on show at a New Forest site
near Lymington which Maurice Pugh visited on Oct 30 to find several unopen 'eggs' of
the species

•

White Spindles (Clavaria fragilis): This is one of the species that has kept its English
name and changed its Latin name (from C. vermicularis). Found near Lymington on
Oct 30 (M. Pugh)

•

Crested Coral (Clavulina coralloides): To even the score after letting White Spindles
off lightly the enforcers have hit what used to be White Coral Fungus (Clavulina
cristata) with a change of both English and Latin names. Found near the Rufus Stone
on Oct 25 (M Pugh)

•

Yellow Club (Clavulinopsis helvola): This has kept its Latin name and acquired a
good English name. Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M Pugh)

•

Meadow Coral (Clavulinopsis corniculata): As for Yellow Club.

•

Small Stagshorn (Calocera cornea): Among the species found on Head Down on
Oct 29 Jim Berry listed Calocera glossoides as illustrated in Roger Phillips but that
name has been exterminated leaving just Calocera cornea.

•

Yellow Brain (Tremella mesenterica): This has survived the changes and was found
on Head Down on Oct 29 (Jim Berry).

•

Blistered Cup (Peziza vesiculosa): This was found by Brian Fellows at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth on Oct 30

•

Bay Cup (Peziza badia): Found at Hillier's on Oct 15 (M Pugh)

•

Beech Woodwart (Hypoxylon fragiforme): Found at Head Down on Oct 29 without
its English Name (which I have added) - Jim Berry.

•

Hazel Woodwart (Hypoxylon fuscum): This may be what was being named when
Ted Gange gave it a name sounding to Muarice Pugh like Hypoxylon fuseum at
Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15

•

Nail Fungus (Poronia punctata): This speciality of New Forest pony droppings was
found near Lymington on Oct 30 by Maurice Pugh

Tue 1 Nov
A. Langstone South Moors and Budds Farm
A sunny morning to welcome November found the Dunnocks singing and busy with
their wing flicking courtship displays in a couple of places and gave me 49 wild plants
in flower to start a new month list.
Before leaving home I saw that the latest fresh troop of Parrot Waxcaps on my lawn
had been joined by another autumn regular there - a ‘Persil white’ waxcap which did
not seem to fit the two candidates offered by Roger Phillips and Stephan Buczaki
(Ivory and Goat Moth Waxcaps) but which does correspond to Hygrocybe virginea in
Jordan’s Encyclopaedia (which I bought in Petersfield this very day and find to be very
good if not perfect - no mention of Agaricus placomyces which I found recently and
identified with Roger Phillips). Jordan does not give English names but using the new
recommended list of English Names compiled by E M Holden for the British
Mycological Society I see it should be called the Snowy Waxcap.
In the Wade Court south meadow/pony field 64 Teal were in the flooded area with 6
Egrets near them (waiting for the tide to go down rather than feeding) and also feeding
in the wet ground was a single Black-tailed Godwit - I think it must have been this
bird and not a Green Sandpiper that flew out of the meadow to the shore when I was
counting Egrets (it was too dark to see clearly but the bird did show a lot of white on
what I thought was just the rump but I also had the impression of a long straight bill but
at the time ruled out the possibility of a single Godwit being in a field on its own).
On Langstone pond I could only see two cygnets rather than four with the adult
Swan pair - I noticed one of the adults seeming aggressive towards one of the cygnets
so maybe the time has come for the young to leave home. Thoughts of clearing the
decks for a new breeding season were re-inforced by a couple of Dunnock chasing
each other and giving their ‘wing flicking’ courtship display, and by one of the
birds giving a good burst of song. In the trees nearby a crowd of Starlings were also
making their chattering song.
Going down the path beside the Langbrook stream close to the shore I had a close
encounter with a male Stonechat but with the tide high there were no birds at the
mouth of the stream (a small group of Wigeon flew off just before I arrived). I was told
that yesterday a man walking a Jack Russell here had found a live and alert single
Brent sitting on the shore but not re-acting to the close approach of the Jack Russell today there were two lonely Brent on the water but holding their heads erect and
swimming normally. The person who told me and asked for the phone number for
Brent Lodge bird hospital was clearly influenced by the attempts of the Portsmouth
NEWS to create bird flu hysteria (and/or to find some reason to cull all Brent geese) but
so far not even the Jack Russell has died!
Also on this shore among the washed up seaweed were a couple of Rock Pipits (with
Meadow Pipits on the fence behind the seawall) and at the sea end of Southmoor
Lane another Dunnock sang briefly. On the Budds Farm pools the five Pochard, a few
Tufted Duck and Shoveler, and many Teal were to be seen but no Fudge Duck (and
only one Little Grebe) but on the top of Budds Mound a group of nine Oystercatchers

were using the grass as a high tide roost. From this grass and rough vegetation I was
surprised when a flock of at least a hundred Goldfinch flew up.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 31 - NOV 6 (WEEK 43)
Sun 6 Nov
A. (Sun 0611) Latest News and Reports
Highlights of the news below:
•

First an apology and correction - the Swift which Graham Osborne saw near
Titchfield on Oct 30 was an Alpine, not a Pallid - entirely my fault.

•

Black-throated Diver
ten kilometres from the sea up the Test valley

•

Black-necked Grebe
and Long-tailed Duck again seen near Langstone

•

Petrels galore
in recent gales - maybe 55 Leach's at Portland

•

1000 Brent on Hayling wheat fields
(and 3 Pale-bellied at Portland)

•

Late Osprey in Sussex on Nov 4

•

Possible Stone Curlew
on the Isle of Wight

•

Laughing Gulls
at Gosport and Brighton

•

Late news of a Red-rumped Swallow at Lymington on Oct 10

•

Record numbers of Bullfinch
on the move

•

Hawfinch back at Mercer Way
in Romsey

•

Wood Anemone in flower
near Hastings and Common Dog Violet in Botley Woods

•

What do you know about Nostoc commune?

•

First colony in Britain of Oak Rustic moths claimed at Lymington

•

Death Cap toadstool
found on Hayling

BIRDS
1. Black-throated Diver: All three common diver species are in the latest news
(Red-throated off Portland on Nov 2, Great Northern also at Portland on both Nov 2
and 4) but a Black-throated sighting by David Thelwell on Nov 4 is much the

most interesting as it was circling high in the air over Casbrook Common close to
Timsbury in the Test Valley north of Romsey and ten kilometres from the nearest sea
water at the very top of Southampton Water. After a few minutes it made the right
decision and flew south. I guess that these birds sometimes nest on inland waters
which are a similar distance from the open sea, and at height could easily know where
they were in relation to the sea but I am left wondering if this bird had flown overland
from the north, and why it decided to circle here - perhaps it had flown up Southampton
Water in the hope of finding a short cut to the Irish Sea but thought better of it.
2. Black-necked Grebe: Alan Lewis had a sighting of one in Langstone Harbour from
Budds Mound on Nov 5 (this is the third sighting I know of in the harbour - four were
seen on Oct 7 and one on Oct 14)
3. Red-necked Grebe: Alan Lewis saw one in the mouth of Chichester Harbour from
Black Point on Nov 5 and three were at Portland on Nov 4
4. Sooty Shearwater: A count of 11 seen from the Ventnor shore in storm force winds on
Nov 3 was a new record for the Isle of Wight.
5. Storm Petrel: The strong winds gave Portland a count of 9 on Nov 3. Even Hampshire
has had several sightings - on Nov 2 Ron King saw one off the Titchfield area and on
Nov 3 at least two were seen from Stokes Bay (Gosport) while one (probably one of
those two) came withing 50 metres of watchers at Hill Head.
6. Leach's Petrel: I see from Russell Wynn's October summary that one of these was in
the Hurst area on Oct 30 but that was before the wind got up. On Nov 3 Bob Marchant
saw three from Hill Head and Ian Calderwood reports two at Stokes Bay. On that day
Portland had at least 40 of them (maybe 55 if we add together reports from different
sites around Portland), and one was seen from Christchurch Harbour.
7. Gannet: On Oct 30 the Isle of Wight had its second highest ever count of Gannets 2800 passing Ventnor on a day when Selsey Bill had more than 1000 going west and
Dungeness had 1130 of them. (Nov 3 brought just one report of a single Gannet in the
Hurst area near the Needles).
8. Shag: Four were seen in the Lymington area on Oct 30
9. Spoonbill: There were two isolated sightings at the Lymington marshes on Oct 19 and
23. More recently two were in Pagham Harbour on Oct 31 and Nov 1, and a single
seems to have remained there until at least Nov 3
10. Brent Goose: The first feeding ashore have already been reported from Southsea on
Oct 30 but high winds on Nov 3 encouraged a lot more to leave the choppy water and
on Nov 4 I found at least 950 on young wheat in Hayling West Lane fields alongside the
Coastal Path.
11. Pale-bellied Brent: Other than the birds which Dennis Bill saw in Portsmouth Harbour
on Sep 17 (which were never proven to have been Pale-bellied but very likely were)
the first report of these came from the Portland area on Nov 3 (only three birds)
12. Ferruginous Duck hybrid: The Fudge Duck was seen again by Alan Lewis on the
Budds Farm pools on Nov 5
13. Long-tailed Duck: One seen by Alan Lewis on Nov 5 from the Ship Inn at Langstone
(in a channel off Langstone village at low water)
14. Red-breasted Merganser: A redhead was in Stoke Lake at Gosport on Nov 5 and the
biggest group seen recently was only 5 at Christchurch Harbour on Nov 2 (no real

arrival yet) but I see that there were 14 in Portsmouth Harbour on Oct 15 for the WeBS
count (highest count anywhere so far).
15. Osprey: A late bird going south over Brighton area on Nov 4 (in 2003 the last was over
Sussex on Nov 6 but last year the latest date was in mid-October)
16. Merlin: I very rarely see Merlin but on Nov 4 I was lucky enough to be standing in a
gateway looking at Brent on the Hayling West Lane fields when a smart blue male shot
past my knees only feet from me as it was hunting along the hedgerow - I had a good
view of its pointed, angled wings to be sure it was not a male Sparrowhawk.
17. Red-legged Partridge: Also on Nov 4, at the north end of the Hayling West Lane
fields, I saw seven Red-legs, getting an easy count of them when they were spooked
and shot of for cover in the hedge like a line of 'Road Runners'.
18. Water Rail: Derek Hale had an easy view of one feeding in the open in a flooded field
at the Bembridge Marshes (IoW) on Nov 4 - flooding does have some benefits!
19. Moorhen: Another unusual sight was of a Moorhen grounded on Portland Bill while on
passage - seen Nov 4
20. Stone Curlew?: Also on Nov 4 at Bembridge Marshes at dusk Derek Hale had a
glimpse of what may have been a Stone Curlew. Derek describes it as a 'Large Wader
- landed in Field at dusk. Larger than Lapwing, Pale with short bill, pointed wings,
zigzag flight.' I thought Stone Curlews normally left earlier than this and I see that the
average departure date in Hampshire if Oct 5 but the latest ever date is 6 Nov 1966
and there are two winter records.
21. Golden Plover: No reports yet of a flock on the playing fields by the M27 at Eastleigh
but a count by Bob Marchant of 325 on mud off Hook/Warsash on Nov 4 and of more
than 350 on the mud off Langstone village by Alan Lewis on Nov 5 shows the winter
situation to be roughly as expected.
22. Purple Sandpiper: No reports from Southsea but Russell Wynn reports one on the
Milford shore west of Lymington on Oct 25 and Christchurch Harbour has had another
three on Nov 1 and two on Nov 2
23. Grey Phalarope: One has been at Pulborough Brooks from Nov 1 to 4 at least and one
which was found by Andy Collins on Nov 3 at the junction of the River Itchen with
Southampton Water was still there next day. Others have been seen in the last few
days near Brighton marina, at Ventnor (IoW), at Christchurch Harbour and at Portland
(3 there on Nov 4)
24. Laughing Gull: During the Nov 5 WeBS count in Portsmouth Harbour John Norton
and Peter Raby had a bonus of a first winter Laughing Gull still showing some juvenile
plumage and coming to bread at the Gosport Cockle Pond. Another adult winter bird
was seen at the east end of the Brighton shore on Nov 4. When I came to add these to
my database I was surprised to see that I already had an empty record for the species
- that was created for a bird (another first winter) seen at sewage works in Swindon
from Jan 9 to 12 in 2001, and these are the next two to come along!
25. Little Gull: Although there have been counts of 70, 59 and 55 at Dungeness during
Oct we rarely see more than singles in Hampshire so Bill Marjeram did well to have 5
off Hill Head on Nov 3 (helped by gales!)
26. Sabine's Gull: Another record of one at Portland on Nov 2

27. Black-headed Gull: A 'partial albino' reported at Shoreham Harbour on Nov 3 but no
details.
28. Sandwich Tern: On Nov 5 one was off Langstone village and a first winter bird was
seen flying into Langstone Harbour from the sea (both seen by Alan Lewis) while Mark
Litjens had another at Hurst that day.
29. Common Tern: One seen from Christchurch Harbour on Nov 3
30. Arctic Terns: Eight reports from Nov 1 to 5 show they are still with us - the latest was
a juvenile still off Hook/Warsash on Nov 5
31. Pigeon news: Thousands of Wood Pigeons and Stock Doves still on the move even from the low-lying view point of Broadmarsh on the Langstone Harbour north
shore Jason Crook on Nov 1 counted 7200 Woodies and 350 Stock Doves coming on
a southwesterly course from the Sussex boundary in the Emsworth area to cross
Langstone Harbour. More recently Trevor Carpenter saw 4400 Wood Pigeons from the
west end of Portsdown on Nov 4, a day when Portland recorded a paltry 12000 going
south after seeing 37000 on Nov 1. Also on Nov 4 35000 went over Christchurch
Harbour and 11600 were counted passing the Glyne Gap between Hastings and
Bexhill. On Nov 5 John Clark had 23544 precisely going over the Fleet area in north
Hampshire, and still the movement, which seems to have started on Oct 16, goes on.
32. Short-eared Owl: Among a good number of widespread reports of both Short and
Long-eared Owls arriving from the south Trevor Carpenter on Nov 2 watched one
follow the Wallington River from Fareham Creek north around the west end of
Portsdown to disappear in the Boarhunt area. Another local sighting was made on Nov
4 by Brian Goddard in the Titchfield coastal area.
33. Swifts: My apologies for misrepresenting Graham Osborne and misleading any
who read my news saying that Graham had seen a Pallid Swift in the Titchfield
area on Oct 30. Graham accurately described his sighting of an Alpine Swift, stressing
that it had a pale belly, and for some reason I transposed the name to Pallid Swift entirely my fault
34. Red-rumped Swallow: A sighting in the Lymington area on Oct 10 which did not get
into Hoslist then has just appeared in Russell Wynn's October summary.
35. Yellow Wagtail: What must be the last to leave went south over Portland Bill on Nov 4
36. Whinchat: I thought we had seen the last of these on Oct 22 but the Christchurch
Harbour news says one was 'reported' to be there on Nov 1 - I have myself seen
wintering Whinchat in the Portsmouth area in Dec and Jan back in the 1980s but I
guess the word reported here is expressing some doubt.
37. Fieldfare: Numbers have picked up a little since the start of November with 60 at
Christchurch on Nov 2, a total of around 150 at sites from Christchurch to Portsdown
on Nov 4 and 76 going west on Nov 5 (total of Hayling and Hook/Warsash sightings)
plus 11 in the Fleet area of north Hampshire
38. Redwing: Nov 2 brought counts of 2000 from Portland and a minimum of 17000 going
east at Christchurch with many elsewhere. Smaller numbers since then brought the
first five to perch on trees near my garden on Nov 5 when 277 went over
Hook/Warsash and 227 were seen by John Clark at Fleet
39. Blackcap: Following my thoughts on the arrival of winter birds (in my previous update)
I see that Daryl Short had the first in his Romsey garden on Nov 3 - presence in

gardens does seem to be a sign of winter birds finding places to settle down with a sure
supply of food.
40. Willow Warbler: A very late bird was at Dungeness on Nov 3
41. Firecrest: Tony Wilson fund three at Church Norton on Nov 2 - possibly they will stay
through the winter there as small groups have done in the past. One has already been
'resident' in the Titchfield Haven area from Oct 31 to Nov 4 and there have been a
couple of sightings around Christmas House (house name close to Hook Lake)
recently.
42. Bearded Tit: Another movement recorded on the Isle of Wight - on Nov 4 a party of 13
flew east from the reeds at Yarmouth
43. Jackdaw: On 4 Nov 112 'passage birds' went over Christchurch Harbour and Richard
Capenter's report for the Titchfield Haven area for the week ending Nov 4 remarks that
large numbers of Jackdaws and Rooks now overfly the area twice daily on their
commuter trips from the winter roost in the north Gosport area to and from feeding
areas west of Titchfield.
44. Chaffinch: The large numbers of finches that have been moving recently seems to be
abating but 1800 Chaffinch were still to be seen passing over Christchurch Harbour on
Nov 4 and on Nov 5 John Clark saw some 400 fly west over the Fleet area in north
Hampshire.
45. Brambling: The largest of many recent sightings was of 347 over Christchurch
harbour on Nov 4 and on Nov 5 Alan Lewis saw 20 fly west from the Sinah area of
Hayling
46. Siskin: There have been lots of these about for some time but I think Daryl Short in
Romsey is the first to report one (a male) coming to his Niger seed feeder on Nov 2
(Daryl also had a Lesser Redpoll on Nov 3) On Nov 4 Richard Carpenter tells us that
a small flock seems to have settled in to feed on Alders by the Meon Canal at
Titchfield.
47. Crossbill: A few more on the move recently with more than 47 over Christchurch
Harbour on Nov 4 and 29 seen in the Fleet area on Nov 5 (plus 6 flying south).
48. Bullfinch: I have always thought of these as sedentary birds but on Nov 1 a total of 83
were seen passing over Culver Down near Bembridge on the IoW (beating an IoW
day count record of just 34 set on 4 Nov 2002. Also on Nov 1 Bernie Forbes counted 16
in the Cissbury Ring area on the downs north of Worthing, and on Nov 4 another 52
went over the Isle of Wight.
49. Hawfinch: Phil Lord tells us that four Hawfinch were back at the Mercer Way site in
Romsey on Oct 31 - hopefully they will stay there as others have in recent winters (4
were still there on Nov 4) but some are leaving as on Nov 4 a total of 18 flew south from
Portland.
50. Lapland Bunting: I hear that the Brownwich clifftop bird was still present on Nov 4
51. Snow Bunting: Russell Wynn tells us that one was in the Lymington marshes area on
Oct 30 and 31, and on Nov 4 Pete Durnell saw a handsome male in the Normandy
area though sadly he also saw it fly off over the marshes, attracting the attention of a
Peregrine which had it for a mid-morning snack. Another was at Ventnor on Nov 4
PLANTS

1. November flowering list: In the first few days of November I have a list of 78 species
found in flower.
2. Wood Anemone: A single plant was flowering in Guestling Wood north of Hastings on
Oct 30 - seen by Cliff Dean.
3. Common Dog Violet: Also seen flowering on Oct 30 by Richard Carpenter in the
Botley Woods.
4. Yellow-wort: Two plants still flowering at the IBM Portsmouth site on Nov 5
5. Cock's Eggs (Salpichroa origanifolia): Still flowering on Sinah Common on Nov 4
6. Pale Toadflax: Also flowering on Sinah Common on Nov 4
7. Russian Comfrey: Still flowering at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Nov 4
8. Tansy: One plant seen at south Hayling on Nov 4 had all dead leaves but a flower
head still bright yellow
9. Bee Orchid: Definitely not flowering but many fresh leaf rosettes found at the IBM
Portsmouth site on Nov 5
10. Nostoc commune: Patrick Roper reports a find of this brown/green amorphous
rubbery 'thing' among moss of a concrete standing in an abandoned farmyard near
Hastings and says it is rare in East Sussex. Here in south east Hampshire it is quite
common (typically in places like the abandoned farmyard where the soil is poor and
wet) and I am surprised that it does not feature in the Lichen section of the Hampshire
Flora. I got the name Nostoc from Phil Budd some years ago so I know he is familiar
with it and I call it 'Landweed' as it is an Alga which flourishes on land as Seaweed
does in the sea. Patrick Roper says that it is the same Alga that occurs in Lichens but I
would welcome more info - it is not mention in any of my Lichen books.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Two reports for Nov 1 when Patrick Fleet saw one or more at
Magdalen Hill Down east of Winchester and Geoff Jones saw one in the
Titchfield Brownwich area

o

Brimstone: Again two reports for Nov 1: Richard Carpenter had a female in the
Meon Valley south of Beacon Hill and Dave Payne had one in the Itchen Valley
country park

o

Small Copper: Patrick Fleet had one or more at Magdalen Hill Down on Nov 1

o

Red Admiral: Still to be seen in the Titchfield area on Nov 4

o

Speckled Wood: Also seen in the Titchfield area on Nov 4

2. Moths:
o

Oak Rustic (B&F 2246a): In his summary of wildlife on the Lymington Marshes
during October Russell Wynn claims that the arrival of five examples of this
species in his moth trap at Pennington between Oct 25 and 28 proves that there
is a resident colony there and that these were not migrants - making Pennington
the first place in Britain to have an 'established colony'

o

Red-headed Chestnut (B&F 2261): Two in Russell Wynn's trap on Oct 30
seem to be the first taken in Hampshire this year (I only know of one other find a single at Crawley in Sussex on Sept 30).

OTHER
1. Fungi:
•

Death Cap (Amanita phalloides): A single fresh specimen found by Ralph Hollins in
grass on west side of Staunton Avenue on Hayling Island on Nov 4

•

Amanita inaurata: Found by Richard Carpenter in Botley Woods on Oct 30 - new
name is Amanita ceciliae or the Snakeskin Grisette

•

Tawny Funnel (Lepista flaccida): Fround by Brian Fellows at Brook Meadow on Nov
3 - I see in the New Names list it is no longer Clitocybe but Lepista flaccida

•

Fleecy Milkcap (Lactarius vellereus): The first Milkcap I have heard of this autumn
was found by Ralph Hollins in Staunton Avenue, south Hayling on Nov 4

•

Stubble Rosegill (Volvariella gloiocephala): This is the new name for V. speciosa appropriate in that it is normally found in arable fields (with or without stubble) and is
one of the few pink spored species. On Nov 4 Ralph Hollins found an immense display
of these covering many acres of the southern part of the big arable fields between
West Lane and the Hayling Coastal Path.

•

Cortinarius subbalaustinus: Several at the IBM Portsmouth site on Nov 5 by Ralph
Hollins. I brought home a fresh specimen which fits the pictures and description in both
Roger Phillips and Michael Jordan but I cannot find any name to match it in the 'New
Names' - does this mean the species is no longer recognized (but is now subsumed
under another species name) or does it just mean that no English name has yet been
given to it? Please tell me if you know which is the right answer!

•

Snowy Inkcap (Coprinus niveus): Found by Brian Fellows on dumped grass cuttings
at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Nov 1

•

Earthtongue species: A group of 'black paddles' in short grass at the IBM Portsmouth
site on Nov 4 was what I am familiar with as a Trichoglossum species (no visible hairs
so presumably not T. hirsutum so maybe Geoglossum cookeianum which appears
in both Phillips and Jordan). T. hirsutum (Hairy Earthtongue) does appear in the new
names as does Geoglossum umbratile which is called the Plain Earthtongue but G.
cookeianum does not - so with no pictures of G.umbratile (which may be the new
name I want) I don't know what to call my find!

•

Mucilago crustacea (Grass Slime Mould): Also found at the IBM site on Nov 4 was a
creamy 'mess' covering much of a lage clump of grass which I recognized as a fairly
common slime mould which I have never been able to name in the past but having
recenlty bought Michael Jordan's Encyclodaedia of Fungi I found a picture of the mould
just three pages from the end of his book with the above Latin Name (the English name
is my own - the Slime Moulds do not feature in the official list of new English names!)

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0211
Sat 5 Nov
A. WeBS count at the IBM Portsmouth lake
Text to follow

Fri 4 Nov
A. A ride from Havant to south Hayling
Text to follow
Wed 2 Nov
A. (Wed0211) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun3010
Highlights of the news below:
•

All three common Diver species
were seen between Oct 29 and 31

•

Six Black Swans
were seen on West Ashling pond were there are normally only two

•

A male Goshawk was giving its spring display flight a bit early on Oct 27

•

A new site record was set when 37,000 Wood Pigeons flew south over Portland Bill
on Nov 1

•

Two species of Swift
have appeared in southern England recently - Common Swift at Christchurch
Harbour and Alpine Swift at Shanklin (IoW) and near Titchfield Haven

•

Several Dunnock singing and giving their wing-flicking courtship display on Nov
1

•

A Wheatear has been at a New Forest site for over a week - will it stay the winter?

•

Have the winter Blackcaps started to arrive?
Some possible evidence for this from Sussex.

•

49 wild flower species
already seen in flower in November

•

13 butterfly species
still on the wing at the end of October

•

First November Moth seen in Sussex

•

'Ethelred' is a Bottle-nosed
, not Common, Dolphin

•

Lots more fungi news about 38 species - checking out the new names has delayed
this update!

BIRDS
1. Divers: For the first time this winter all three common species have been seen within a
three day period. One Great Northern had been off Portland on Sep 17 and now a
second has appeared there on Oct 29, a single Black-throated Diver has been at
Dungeness from Oct 27 to 31 and a Red-throated Diver was off Portland on Oct 29
2. Red-necked Grebe: Singles (maybe the same bird) were seen at Dungeness on Oct
28, passing Ventnor on the IoW on Oct 30 and at Christchurch Harbour on that same
day.

3. Black-necked Grebe: No more reported sightings from Langstone Harbour since Oct
14 but two were across the water off Seaview (north east corner of the IoW) on Oct 26
4. Storm Petrels: On Oct 29 a Leach's Storm Petrel was off Portland and on Oct 30
there were 4 of them at Dungeness and 2 Storm Petrels off Portland.
5. Gannet: On Oct 30 more than 1000 were off Selsey Bill and on that same day 2800
were counted from Bonchurch (Ventnor) on the IoW (this was the second highest day
total ever recorded on the IoW). The birds were not just concentrated into one area of
the Channel as Dungeness reported 1130 of them on that day
6. Black Swan: Brian Fellows saw six of these on the West Ashling Pond on Oct 29
where I saw just two on Apr 14 and Aug 16. Last year I went there on Jan 6 to check for
the presence of any cygnets and found none though on 1 Jan 2003 the pair did have
two downy cygnets (remember that these birds still have their biological clocks set to
antipodean time and thus breed in our autumn and hatch any cygnets around
Christmas). The presence of four new birds which have not been there in the past two
years may be the result of human introductions but could be part of that autumn mating
urge sending birds on flights in search of good places to find mates or (if paired) to
nest.
7. Barnacle Goose: Maybe a new player in the plastic goose stakes, or maybe one of the
Baffins Gang that has decided to abandon its mates, there was one with a Canada
Goose flock at Hook/Warsash on Nov 1 where I have not heard of one earlier this year.
8. Brent Goose: The first report to reach me of Brent Geese ashore on grass close to
human activity comes from Trevor Carpenter on Oct 30. Trevor saw 184 geese
(including 47 juveniles, 25.5% of the flock) on the Southsea seafront fields east of the
Canoe Lake. In Nutbourne Bay of Chichester Harbour on Oct 28 Brian Fellows found
an even higher percentage of young in a flock of 124 birds which had 46 juveniles in it
(37%), and a WeBS count at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 30 produced a figure of
nearly 40% juveniles in a total of 172 birds.
9. Mandarin: The Titchfield Haven website has just been updated with news since Sept
24 and I see that there was a report of a Mandarin there on Oct 2. Earlier this year
there had been two isolated reports in July and two in August (including sightings of
both male and female but never more than one at a time). Can anyone tell me if these
birds are there all the time but only occasionally get reported, or if these are the only
five dates this year on which they have been present at the Haven.
10. Pintail: Numbers are now increasing with two reports on Oct 28, one of 82 birds at
Pulborough Brooks (the highest count anywhere this autumn) and one of 15 birds seen
in Nutbourne Bay by Brian Fellows
11. Long Tailed Duck: No further sightings in Langstone Harbour but it sounds as if at
least three birds are present on the south coast. On Oct 29 one was on the Scotney
Court gravel pit lake at Rye and one Oct 30 one was seen flying east past Selsey Bill
and another was off Portland Bill.
12. Velvet Scoter: Two more reports - one at Dungeness on Oct 29 and 3 going east at
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 30.
13. Marsh Harrier: A sighting of one at Titchfield Haven on Oct 13 (from the recently
updated Haven website) brings the number of sightings there this autumn to seven. At
Farlington Marshes a female was seen patrolling the reed beds along the stream on
Oct 30 - as far as I know the only sighting there this autumn.

14. Goshawk: Some Goshawk sightings fall into the same class as the Great White Egret
that was reported to be at Pagham Harbour on Oct 27 - a birder has recently told us on
the SOS web site that he was present when the original reporter pointed out the Great
White Egret which he had only seen distantly through binoculars, but when the other
birder trained his telescope on the bird he could clearly see that it had yellow feet (no
mention of bill colour). I have more confidence in the latest Goshawk report from an
impeccable source (Martin Pitt) who tells us that on Oct 29, somewhere in north
Hampshire, he watched a male Goshawk with 'fluffed up undertail feathers' making its
roller-coaster spring display flight for around 10 minutes, something that normally does
not start until February.
15. Golden Plover: On Oct 30 Graham Osborne saw 85 of these in the Brownwich area
west of Titchfield Haven where there had been no count of more than 15 birds earlier in
the autumn.
16. Black-tailed Godwit: With so many around it may not sound very interesting to report
a sighting of just one bird which was by the small flood (with 64 Teal) in the Pony field
south of Wade Court (behind Langstone Pond) on Nov 1 but I expect it is the bird which
I thought was a Green Sandpiper when it flew out from the meadow to the harbour
under cover of darkness on Oct 29.
17. Grey Phalarope: One was offshore at Climping beach near the mouth of the River
Arun on Oct 31 and another was seen that day off Christchurch Harbour. Another was
seen on Nov 1 off Bonchurch (Ventnor - IoW) bringing the number of reports this
autumn to 12.
18. Pomarine Skua: Of the 41 reports of these I have seen since the beginning of August
all but two have been of not more than 3 birds but on Oct 29 the count at Dungeness
was 11, and on Oct 24 there were 10 off Selsey Bill
19. Long-tailed Skua: A ninth report of this species for the autumn is of one juvenile off
Dungeness on Oct 29 (14 Bonxies and 59 Little Gulls were seen there that day!)
20. Sabine's Gull: A juvenile was seen from Dungeness on Oct 30 after 2 had been there
on Oct 26.
21. Ring-billed Gull: This was still at the Gosport Cockle Pond on Oct 30
22. Kittiwake: Although 950 were recorded at Dungeness on Oct 23 no more than 40 had
been seen from the Isle of Wight until Oct 30 when several observers on the Island saw
large numbers - largest count was of 450 going west past Ventnor.
23. Terns: Latest sightings of Sandwich Tern were on Oct 30 when one was on the
Portsmouth/Southsea shore (at the Eastney Ferry) and another was at Portland. The
only other species still being seen is Arctic with 5 at Dungeness on Oct 31 (and 9 there
on Oct 28)
24. Wood Pigeon: Nov 1 saw 37000 flying south over Portland, a record for that site
(though nowhere near the 73000 at Durlston on Oct 23). For disbelievers there are a
couple of impressive photos on the Portland website. From a personal point of view my
database was unable to record either of these figures (except as comments) as I had
long ago defined the number field as being an integer value (i.e. having a maximum of
32761 for any individual observation).
25. Short-eared Owl: Among eight new observations in the latest input the nearest to
Hampshire was one in off the sea at Shanklin on the IoW on Nov 1

26. Swifts: It would seem that recent strong southerly winds have been forcing Swifts
(which remain airborne during gales and do not take shelter on the ground) north
across the Channel. A single Common Swift was seen at Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 30, and on that day a 'large Swift with a pale belly' seen by Graham Osborne on
the coast near Titchfield Haven must have been one of several Alpine Swifts recently
seen in Britain. Another big surprise was a single Alpine Swift seen by Chris Meaney
flying around houses in Howard Road at Shanklin on the IoW on Nov 1.
27. Hirundines: Swallows were still being seen daily up to Nov 1, and no doubt that was
not the last date for them. There was also one House Martin at Portland on Nov 1 but
I don't seem to have heard of a Sand Martin since Oct 28
28. Yellow Wagtail: No reports since Oct 21 - we seem to have seen the last of them.
29. Pied Wagtail: Communal night roosts have recently been reported at Horsham (two
different locations at Chesworth Farm and Southwater Country Park with more that
180 and more than 350 birds respectively), at Gunwharf Quays in Portsmouth (120+),
an industrial estate at Waterlooville (200+ near Focus DIY store), and near Eastrop
roundabout in Basingstoke (300+)
30. Dunnock: In sunshine on Nov 1 two or three were making their wing flicking courtship
display at Langstone Pond where one was singing and another was singing near
Budds Farm
31. Wheatear: On Nov 1 one at Ashley Walk in the north west of the New Forest was still
where it had been seen for a week - maybe thinking of staying the winter? Three others
at Portland that day was almost certainly on their way south.
32. Ring Ouzel: On Nov 1 Bernie Forbes spent the day around Cissbury Ring on the
downs north of Worthing and recorded a day total of 25 Ouzels. Also that day more
than 7 were on Culver Down near Bembridge (IoW) and singles were seen at Portland
and in the New Forest. So far this autumn has brought me 154 reports of Ouzels with a
possible total of 1070 birds.
33. Fieldfare: These are still in short supply compared to the hundreds of Redwings
around but, with no significant Fieldfare counts since a flock of 32 flew up the Test
valley on Oct 16, Nov 1 has brought a count of 10 at Portland and 20 at Cissbury Ring
in West Sussex (where the Redwing count that day was 160).
34. Cetti's Warbler: Of local interest I see that one has been heard around the IBM Lake
at Portsmouth on both Oct 27 and 31
35. Blackcap: In Graham Roberts' article on wintering Blackcaps published in the 1995
Hampshire Bird Report (and based on regular monitoring of them in his
Cosham/Portsmouth garden every winter since 1969/70) Graham says that the
summer birds depart in early October and there is then a gap of several weeks before
the winter birds arrive in mid to late November.
This autumn 200 birds were caught by ringers at Beachy Head as late as Oct 9 with
another 30 recorded there on Oct 22. There was then a gap of four days with no
reports of Blackcaps from anywhere, and the latest reports from Oct 27 onwards are of
very small numbers (2,3,1,1,4,1). The count of 4 comes from Tony Wilson's garden at
Edburton at the northern foot of the Sussex Downs and it is Tony's remark that these
four birds were 'eating apples in the garden' that suggested that these were the first
winter birds arriving - very tenuous evidence and I would welcome anything to back up
the idea.

36. Pallas's Warbler: On Oct 30 one was still being seen at Portland where the first
arrived on Oct 11. Also on Oct 30 Sussex had its first report of the autumn - one
reported at Church Norton (Pagham Harbour) where a Yellow-browed Warbler was
heard on Oct 27 but not reported since.
37. Goldcrest: We’ve had several counts of up to 70 birds at different sites recently but on
Oct 30 Christchurch Harbour did very well with an estimated 150 birds in the small
areas of woodland there that morning - on Oct 31 they looked for them again and totted
up 250! Sadly they could only find 6 Firecrests (on Oct 29)
38. Bearded Tit: Another observation of one on their long distance journeys comes from
Yarmouth (IoW) on Oct 29 when just two took off from the reeds and set off east into
the unknown.
39. Starling: When the dedicated pigeon watchers lose interest in the current autumn
passage of Wood Pigeons and Stock Doves they can take a train to the Portsmouth
Harbour station and enjoy the sight of a Starling roost in the roof of the station - maybe
not as impressive as the Brighton West Pier evening display.
40. Tree Sparrow: This autumn I have seen nine reports of these passing over
Dungeness in substantial numbers (recently 120 went over on Oct 23 and 63 on Oct
29) but there is nothing in these reports to tell me if the birds are coming north from the
continent or going south from northern parts of Britain.
41. Twite: Two were reported at Eastbourne on Oct 22 but no further news of the species
until Oct 31 when two were seen at Christchurch Harbour
42. Lapland Bunting: Thanks to Mark Edgeller Hampshire has had its first Lapland
Bunting of the autumn - a very tame bird on the low cliffs at Brownwich west of
Titchfield Haven. Mark found it in Oct 29 and it was still there on Oct 31 (and people
were managing to find it despite a map reference being put out on Hoslist to direct
them to the middle of Gosport 10 km east of the actual location)
43. Snow Bunting: These have been seen on the IoW on three dates (Oct 15, 20 and 30)
but so far they have been birds on the move.
44. Corn Bunting: Back on Oct 7 we were told that the winter flock at Rye Harbour had
reached 46 but reports on Oct 11 and 16 were only of 37 and 20+ birds, however on
Oct 29 Sam Smith saw 61 birds fly over the reserve. No substantial reports from
elsewhere (one sighting of 5 on Gander Down east of Winchester on Oct 16 and a
single bird over the IoW on Oct 15).
The latest edition of the HOS members magazine, out this week, tells us that there
were still 60 breeding territories found during this summer's search for Corn Buntings
in Hampshire but out of 234 tetrads (2x2 km map squares) visited, and which had held
breeding Corn Bunting in the past, birds were found this year in only 34 tetrads. The
paucity of information required a half page of the two pages alloted to the report in the
magazine to be filled with a meaningless diagram showing the distribution of territories
found this year in one area of the county but lacking any clue as to which part of
Hampshire it related to and with no comparison to territories found there in past years
(probably due to the need to suppress information on breeding birds) To be fair it does
show us that one tetrad still had 15 territories and another had 11 so Corn Buntings
have not yet reached extinction as breeding birds in Hampshire.
PLANTS
1. Cow Parsley: Another find of this in flower by Brian Fellows on Oct 28 in fields
between Prinsted and Nutbourne (east of Emsworth).

2. November flowering species: Although I have only been out on Nov 1 I managed to
find 49 species in flower here in Havant. Among them were Black Mustard, Field
Pennycress, Dove's Foot and Hedgerow Cranesbill, Cow Parsley and Golden
Samphire. Ox-Eye Daisy and Prickly Lettuce were also found
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Last sightings that I know of were on Oct 27 when there were
sightings at Titchfield Haven, Stansted Forest and Nutbourne Bay

o

Common Darter: Also seen at a couple of places on Oct 27 but David Tinling
saw one in the Gosport area on Oct 28 and Tony Wilson had one at Edburton
near the Adur valley on Oct 29

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Seen in seven different locations on Oct 27 from Exbury on
the New Forest shore to West Wittering at the mouth of Chichester Harbour two were seen at Wittering and the Exbury insect was a helice female. Other
sightings were on the Isle of Wight, at Gosport (two sites), Titchfield Haven and
Nutbourne Bay. No later sightings so far but I will be surprised if we don't hear of
more sightings before the year is out!

o

Brimstone: A single male was seen at Steyning on West Sussex on Oct 27

o

Large White: One was in Anne McCue's Gosport garden on both Oct 21 and 22

o

Small White: The last I know of was seen by David Tinling in the Gosport area
on Oct 27

o

Small Copper: David Tinling also had one of these at Gosport on Oct 27 - a
very fresh specimen so watch out for more sightings.

o

Holly Blue: David also had three fresh third brood males on Oct 27.

o

Red Admiral: The last that I know of were 6 seen on Oct 29 by Tony Wilson in
his garden at Edburton in Sussex but I am sure we will still be seeing them on
Christmas Day if the sun is shining. After seven sightings on Oct 27 there were
three more on Oct 28. Recent sightings by David Tinling from the Gosport area
include counts of 52 on Oct 15, 57 on Oct 17 and 63 on Oct 20 tailing off to 55
on Oct 27 and only 8 on Oct 28.

o

Painted Lady: I have already reported a sighting of three in Swindon (from
Matthew Oates) on Oct 27 and I now see that David Tinling, not to be beaten,
scored three at Gosport that day.

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Last sighting to date was on Oct 25 when David Jode had
two at East Dean close to Beachy Head

o

Peacock: I have already reported sightings of singles at Titchfield Haven and
Stansted Forest on Oct 27 and now I know of several more being seen in the
Steyning area of West Sussex by David Geoghegan that day. A further sighting
on Oct 28 was inside a house at Gosport - presumably one which had already
settled down to hibernate in the house but was roused by the warmth. It was let
out into sunshine and hopefully found somewhere more suitable to spend the
winter.

o

Comma: Singles were seen at Gosport by David Tinling on both Oct 27 and 28
and I'm pretty sure those were not the last for the year.

o

Speckled Wood: Three were still on the wing in the Gosport area on Oct 28 for
David Tinling, and again that may well not be the last sighting of the year.

o

Meadow Brown: Much more unexpected than the Speckled Woods was a
fresh female Meadow Brown which David Tinling saw on Oct 27 - David says it
was smaller than normal.

o

Monarch: One was in the Scillies on Oct 27 and another seen in County Cork
(southern Ireland) on Oct 30. Surprisingly none were seen at Gosport and I
think that a rumour of one having been at Titchfield Haven on Oct 27 was wrong
and was based on the sighting there on Oct 13.

3. Moths: Two firsts for my year list.
o

November Moth (B&F 1795): As far as I know one which came to house lights
at Tony Wilson's home (Edburton at the north foot of the Downs north of
Brighton) on Nov 27 was the first of the season - Tony had another sighting
there on Oct 29.

o

Deep-Brown Dart (B&F 1795): The only sighting I know of this year was at
Titchfield Haven on Oct 7 (rather belated news but the Titchfield Haven website
was not updated from Sept 24 until this week).

o

Oak Rustic (B&F 2246a): I have already reported the first two sightings of this
new invader from the south (both in the Ventnor area of the IoW on Oct 22).
Since then Steve Nash has received five more sightings, all from our region. On
Oct 25 one was taken at Pennington near Lymington and on Oct 26 another
reached Southsea while Durlston had the first for Dorset (a personal record for
Steve Nash). Oct 27 brought further sightings at Pennington and Durlston.

o

Palpita vitrealis (B&F 1408): One at Portland on Oct 28

o

The Vestal (B&F 1716): Maurice Pugh was pleased with one at Cadnam on Oct
30

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth (B&F 1984): The latest to date was seen in Gosport
on Oct 21 by Anne McCue but I will not be surprised if someone finds one
hibernating in some old building.

o

Flame Brocade (B&F 2251): A third record for the year comes from Portland
Bill on Oct 28

o

Dewick's Plusia (B&F 2436): A very good find for Tony Wilson at Edburton on
Oct 30 - as far as I know the only previous record for the year was from the
Pannel Valley near Rye on Oct 4. On the same night Tony also had a Delicate
and while I have heard of 25 previous records this year since May 1 all the
previous sightings were right on the coast

4. Other Insects:
o

OTHER

Hornet: No more mass sightings but Tony Wilson had one still on the wing at
Edburton on Oct 29

1. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: The Dolphin called 'Ethelred' which has been attracting
attention in the west Solent just off Yarmouth is a Bottle-nosed Dolphin (not a Common
Dolphin as I guessed previously in the absence of any other information)
2. Fungi: Below are a few of the species appearing in recent lists which may be of
general interest
•

Soapy Knight: The new name for the Soap Tricholoma - found in the Rufus
Stone/Castle Malwood Walk area of the New Forest on Oct 25 (Maurice Pugh)

•

Tawny Funnel: Can anyone tell me why this has been moved from genus Clitocybe to
Lepista when the Common Funnel has been allowed to stay as a Clitocybe but had its
specific name changed? Found in New Forest on Oct 25 (Maurice Pugh)

•

Snowy Waxcap (Hygrocybe virginea): Quite a few of these now on my lawn - first
seen in the New Forest near Lymington on Oct 30 (Maurice Pugh)

•

Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe conica): I always thought this was called
Hygrocybe nigrescens but that species seems to have been exterminated and
subsumed under the name of H. conica. I expect there is a lot of this now around the
IBM Portsmouth site but so far the only report is from the Lymington area of the New
Forest on Oct 30 (M. Pugh)

•

Twig parachute (Marasmiellus ramealis): This is the new name for Marasmius
ramealis - the new English name is one of many that I welcome as appropriate and
easy to remember. Seen near the Rufus Stone in the New Forest on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Saffrondrop Bonnet (Mycena crocata): This is another welcome new English name
for a pretty little fungus. Reported by Jim Berry from Head Down (above Buriton near
Petersfield) on Oct 29

•

Rosy Bonnet (Mycena rosea): Another good and appropriate English name for this
close cousin of Mycena pura (now called the Lilac Bonnet). Rosy Bonnet was found in
Hilliers Arboretum near Romsey on Oct 15 (M. Pugh) and Lilac Bonnet was among the
finds on Head Down (Jim Berry - Oct 29)

•

Orange Mosscap (Rickenella fibula): Like the Tawny Funnel above Mycena fibula
has been torn from its long established family connections as a Mycena and told to go
and stand in the corner wearing the name Rickenella (which I suppose is better than
having to wear a Dunce's Cap). Found in Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15 (M. Pugh)

•

Beech Milkcap (Lactarius blennius): Another welcome and immediately obvious
English name. Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Ochre Brittlegill (Russula ochroleuca): I suppose we will get used to Brittlegill as a
name for Russula but why the 'Common Yellow Russula' is drained of some of its
colour to become 'Ochre' I don't know. This was first found in the West Walk Woods
(Meon Valley) on Oct 22 by Richard Carpenter

•

Greasy Green Brittlegill (Russula heterophylla): Found in Hillier's Arboretum on
Oct 15 (M. Pugh)

•

The Miller (Clitopilus prunulus): One of the few species to survive the name
changes untarnished and intact. Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Poisonpie (Hebeloma crustuliniforme): This almost survived the name changes but
has had a its English name reduced from Poison Pie to the less meaningful Poisonpie.
Found on Oct 29 at Head Down (Jim Berry)

•

Yellow Fieldcap (Bolbitius vitellinus): Both Yellow Cowpat toadstool and Egg Yolk
toadstool have been cast aside by the enforcers of English names and we now have to
use Yellow Fieldcap for this species found in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Oct 28
(Brian Fellows)

•

Galerina species: This genus has been given the English name of 'Bell' and at the
Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15 two species which are not listed by Roger Phillips were
found - Dwarf Bell (G. pumila) does appear in Michael Jourdain's Encyclopaedia and
Moss Bell (G. hypnorum) in Stephan Buczacki's Collins Guide

•

Poplar Fieldcap (Agrocybe cylindracea): If it were not for the fact that this regularly
appears on Willows (not Poplars) at Brook Meadow in Emsworth, and both looks and
tastes like a Mushroom, this name would be more welcome. Still, we now have an
English Name for this species that put up a new crop at Brook Meadow on Oct 28 (B.
Fellows)

•

Redlead Roundhead (Stropharia aurantiaca): Not being familiar with the colour of
Redlead I don't know how appropriate this name is for the pretty orange red of this
Stropharia - a species I have seen at the IBM Portsmouth site this autumn and which
was found at the Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15 (M. Pugh)

•

Pale Brittlestem (Psathyrella candolleana): Found at Head Down on Oct 29 (Jim
Berry)

•

Common Stump Brittlestem (Psathyrella piluliformis): Found near the Rufus
Stone on Oct 25 (M Pugh)

•

Psathyrella pseudogracilis: Could this species (illustrated in Michael Jourdan's
Encyclopaedia on page 242) be what Ted Gange (who led the group visiting Hillier's
Arboretum on Oct 15) meant when he verbally named a fungus with a name that
sounded to Maurice Pugh like 'Saphillaria gracilis'?

•

Oysterling: This is an apt name for a small group of fungi whose caps do look a bit like
seashells (though not Oysters). Variable Oysterling is the new English name for
Crepidotus variabilis, Peeling Oysterling for C. mollis and Bitter Oysterling for
Panellus stipticus. All three seen recently.

•

Boletes: Red Cracking Bolete (Boletus chrysenteron) has kept its name and was
found at Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15, as have the Orange Birch Bolete and Larch
Bolete both found near Lymington on Oct 30. A puzzle is posed by the name
Scarlatina Bolete used by the leader of the foray around the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 this appears in the recommended list of new names against Boletus luridiformis but
that name does not appear in any of my three identification guides, my guess is that it
replaces Boletus versicolor which is in my books with a scarlet cap (though I think the
colour is variable)

•

Southern Bracket (Ganoderma australe): If you have been identifying brackets in
the south of England as Ganoderma adspersum then mend your ways and change the
name to G. australe.

•

Meadow Puffball (Vascellum pratense): A new name for the species found near the
Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M. Pugh)

•

Scaly Earthball (Scleroderma verrucosum): Also a new name for this species found
at Hillier's on Oct 15 (M.Pugh)

•

Earthstars: We have already met with Geastrum triplex as the Collared Earthstar
and I now have a find of the Sessile Earthstar at Head Down on Oct 29 (Jim Berry)

•

Devil's Fingers (Clathrus archeri): This 'squid-like' or 'starfish-like' relative of the
Stinkhorns with its spreading red tentacles will soon be on show at a New Forest site
near Lymington which Maurice Pugh visited on Oct 30 to find several unopen 'eggs' of
the species

•

White Spindles (Clavaria fragilis): This is one of the species that has kept its English
name and changed its Latin name (from C. vermicularis). Found near Lymington on
Oct 30 (M. Pugh)

•

Crested Coral (Clavulina coralloides): To even the score after letting White Spindles
off lightly the enforcers have hit what used to be White Coral Fungus (Clavulina
cristata) with a change of both English and Latin names. Found near the Rufus Stone
on Oct 25 (M Pugh)

•

Yellow Club (Clavulinopsis helvola): This has kept its Latin name and acquired a
good English name. Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25 (M Pugh)

•

Meadow Coral (Clavulinopsis corniculata): As for Yellow Club.

•

Small Stagshorn (Calocera cornea): Among the species found on Head Down on
Oct 29 Jim Berry listed Calocera glossoides as illustrated in Roger Phillips but that
name has been exterminated leaving just Calocera cornea.

•

Yellow Brain (Tremella mesenterica): This has survived the changes and was found
on Head Down on Oct 29 (Jim Berry).

•

Blistered Cup (Peziza vesiculosa): This was found by Brian Fellows at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth on Oct 30

•

Bay Cup (Peziza badia): Found at Hillier's on Oct 15 (M Pugh)

•

Beech Woodwart (Hypoxylon fragiforme): Found at Head Down on Oct 29 without
its English Name (which I have added) - Jim Berry.

•

Hazel Woodwart (Hypoxylon fuscum): This may be what was being named when
Ted Gange gave it a name sounding to Muarice Pugh like Hypoxylon fuseum at
Hillier's Arboretum on Oct 15

•

Nail Fungus (Poronia punctata): This speciality of New Forest pony droppings was
found near Lymington on Oct 30 by Maurice Pugh

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun3010
Tue 1 Nov
A. Langstone South Moors and Budds Farm
A sunny morning to welcome November found the Dunnocks singing and busy with
their wing flicking courtship displays in a couple of places and gave me 49 wild plants
in flower to start a new month list.
Before leaving home I saw that the latest fresh troop of Parrot Waxcaps on my lawn
had been joined by another autumn regular there - a ‘Persil white’ waxcap which did
not seem to fit the two candidates offered by Roger Phillips and Stephan Buczaki
(Ivory and Goat Moth Waxcaps) but which does correspond to Hygrocybe virginea in
Jordan’s Encyclopaedia (which I bought in Petersfield this very day and find to be very
good if not perfect - no mention of Agaricus placomyces which I found recently and
identified with Roger Phillips). Jordan does not give English names but using the new

recommended list of English Names compiled by E M Holden for the British
Mycological Society I see it should be called the Snowy Waxcap.
In the Wade Court south meadow/pony field 64 Teal were in the flooded area with 6
Egrets near them (waiting for the tide to go down rather than feeding) and also feeding
in the wet ground was a single Black-tailed Godwit - I think it must have been this
bird and not a Green Sandpiper that flew out of the meadow to the shore when I was
counting Egrets (it was too dark to see clearly but the bird did show a lot of white on
what I thought was just the rump but I also had the impression of a long straight bill but
at the time ruled out the possibility of a single Godwit being in a field on its own).
On Langstone pond I could only see two cygnets rather than four with the adult
Swan pair - I noticed one of the adults seeming aggressive towards one of the cygnets
so maybe the time has come for the young to leave home. Thoughts of clearing the
decks for a new breeding season were re-inforced by a couple of Dunnock chasing
each other and giving their ‘wing flicking’ courtship display, and by one of the
birds giving a good burst of song. In the trees nearby a crowd of Starlings were also
making their chattering song.
Going down the path beside the Langbrook stream close to the shore I had a close
encounter with a male Stonechat but with the tide high there were no birds at the
mouth of the stream (a small group of Wigeon flew off just before I arrived). I was told
that yesterday a man walking a Jack Russell here had found a live and alert single
Brent sitting on the shore but not re-acting to the close approach of the Jack Russell today there were two lonely Brent on the water but holding their heads erect and
swimming normally. The person who told me and asked for the phone number for
Brent Lodge bird hospital was clearly influenced by the attempts of the Portsmouth
NEWS to create bird flu hysteria (and/or to find some reason to cull all Brent geese) but
so far not even the Jack Russell has died!
Also on this shore among the washed up seaweed were a couple of Rock Pipits (with
Meadow Pipits on the fence behind the seawall) and at the sea end of Southmoor
Lane another Dunnock sang briefly. On the Budds Farm pools the five Pochard, a few
Tufted Duck and Shoveler, and many Teal were to be seen but no Fudge Duck (and
only one Little Grebe) but on the top of Budds Mound a group of nine Oystercatchers
were using the grass as a high tide roost. From this grass and rough vegetation I was
surprised when a flock of at least a hundred Goldfinch flew up.
Wildlife diary and news for Oct 24 - 30 (Week 43)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun3010
Sun 30 Oct
A. (Sun3010) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2610
Highlights of the news below:
•

135 Little Egrets
entered the Langstone Pond roost on the evening of Oct 29

•

Long-tailed Duck
- one in Langstone Harbour recently along with Arctic Skua, Black Brant, Garganey,
Woodlark and Crossbills though no dates are given.

•

Goldeneye

- first of the winter seen at Dungeness on Oct 27
•

Hobby
- last of the summer (?) seen at Titchfield Haven on Oct 23

•

Lesser Yellowlegs
- one at Titchfield Haven from Oct 23 to at least Oct 28 with a Grey Phalarope there on
Oct 26

•

Black Tern
- a very late bird in the Selsey area on Oct 27

•

Blackbird
- read the story of a Blackberry picker being driven from Portsdown by an aggressive
Blackbird

•

Spotted Flycatcher
- a very late bird in Sussex on Oct 26

•

Penduline Tit
- second of the year at Dungeness on Oct 26

•

Spiders
- some fascinating finds on Camber Sands including one spider that builds a Wendy
House for its young

•

A Dolphin called Ethelred
has been attracting boat trippers in the west Solent

•

Fungi
- if you are not aware of the new English Names of Fungi read how Lepiota cristata
is now called the 'Stinking Dapperling' and how the name of 'Many Zoned Polypore'
has become 'Turkeytail'

•

Also on fungi there have been finds of Heiricium erinaceum (Bearded Tooth) in
West Walk woods and of Cordyceps miltiaris (the fungus that sucks the life out of
butterfly and moth pupae buried in the soil) found recently near Romsey and in the
New Forest

BIRDS
1. Sooty Shearwater: With counts at Dungeness over the past month of 24, 38, 15, and
21 I am glad to see the Isle of Wight getting its share of sightings - just two off Ventnor
on Oct 24 (said to be the first sightings from the Island since 2002).
2. Little Egret: On the evening of Oct 29 I counted 135 entering the Langstone Pond
trees for their night roost.
3. Great White Egret: One was anonymously reported from Pagham Harbour on Oct 27
but could not be re-found.
4. Greylag Goose: Titchfield Haven remains lucky in still having only three of these - I
see the flock in the Kent Stour valley was counted as 600+ on Oct 26.
5. Barnacle Geese: The six which, with a hybrid, form the Baffins Gang were still at
Titchfield Haven up to Oct 28
6. Brent Goose: I have not yet heard of Brent on land (either playing fields or winter
wheat) in the Portsmouth area but I see that Cliff Dean had two on meadows at Pett
Level near Hastings on Oct 26 - maybe a sign that harbours with eel grass will in future

not be a pre-requisite for their winter quarters and that they will desert the solent
harbours and spend the whole winter on places like Romney marsh?
7. Wigeon: The venue for a Petersfield Wildlife Group outing on Oct 27 was given as
Nutbourne Marshes which I have in the past assumed to refer to the area immediately
around Nutbourne Bay but not including the Thornham marshes and Thornham Point
but as the group met at Prinsted Bay they may well have walked down the west shore
of Thorney Channel to overlook Thornham Marshes before returning to Prinsted and
east from there to Nutbourne - I only mention this as their count of 550 Wigeon sounds
a high one for Nutbourne Bay (the highest count I heard of in 2004 was only 210 on
Nov 1)
8. Pintail: The Petersfield Group also had 7 Pintail in Nutbourne Bay on Oct 27 - this is
always a good place to see them. Hopefully this count is a sign that the Pintail are at
last arriving in numbers and it backs up recent counts of 67 at Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 19 and 28 at Pulborough on Oct 20.
9. Garganey: There could still be one or two of these still with us - in the Kent Stour
Valley three were seen on Oct 21, two were there daily from Oct 22 to 26 and one was
reported on Oct 27. Nearer home, at the end of a comment on the recent Wood Pigeon
migration, Jason Crook adds a throw away paragraph reading
"Meanwhile, I will keep looking from Broadmarsh. Had a Woodlark over this a.m. (Oct
26) and a few Bramblings so can't be all bad. Other recent birds in the Langstone
Harbour area have included Black Brant, Garganey, Arctic Skua, Long-tailed Duck
and Crossbills." Sadly he gives no dates and has not published these sightings
elsewhere on HOSLIST
10. Scaup: Following the first reliable sighting of a Scaup (male flying past Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 23) Dungeness reported six there on Oct 24
11. Long-tailed Duck: Alistair Martin told me that he had heard through the bush
telegraph that Jason Crook had seen a male in Langstone Harbour near the small
conical mound of Round Nap island lying due west of the Hayling Oysterbeds between
Long Island and South Binness but there is no date (probably Oct 24 or 25?). What
was presumably a different bird was seen on a small pool (in private land) in the fields
west of Selsey from Oct 24 to 26 - if the date of Jason's sighting was Oct 26 it could
have been this bird moving on west.
12. Goldeneye: The very first mention of this species for this winter comes from
Dungeness where one flew north over the observatory on Oct 27.
13. Red Breasted Merganser: A group of seven were among the Petersfield Group
sightings in Nutbourne Bay on Oct 27
14. Hen Harrier: A male was seen at Newtown Harbour on the north coast of the IoW on
Oct 26 and another male was seen in the northwest of the New Forest on Oct 27 (up to
five were seen there on Oct 15)
15. Hobby: What may have been the last bird of the year was seen at Titchfield Haven by
Jane Humphry on Oct 23 - so far no later sightings reported.
16. Red-legged Partridge: Up to six have been seen recently by Alistair Martin at the
north end of the large open fields west of West Lane on Hayling. No doubt much larger
numbers can be seen in fields where they have only just been released for shooting
but these birds on Hayling are I think a feral family that has been in the area for several
years.

17. Woodcock: What I assume was a new immigrant from the continent was flushed from
a wood at Hengistbury Head (Christchurch Harbour) shortly after dawn on Oct 27
18. Greenshank: A count of 18 seen by the Petersfield Group on Oct 27 is one of the
reasons why I think the Petersfield Group included the Thornham Marshes in their visit
to the Nutbourne Marshes
19. Lesser Yellowlegs: The bird which arrived at Titchfield Haven on Oct 23 was still
there on Oct 28. It has been associating with the Godwit flock and has been seen on
the flood not far south of Titchfield village.
On Oct 27 this bird became the 200th to go on Simon Woolley’s ‘bicycle only’ year
list and was a very fitting reward for the thousands of kilometres that he must have
ridden in all weathers. Simon, based in Winchester where he teaches at the College,
has named his project eZECYL_2005 (which being interpreted is a Zero Carbon
Emission Year List) and he has been spurred on by friendly competition with another
birder in Norfolk who has set himself the same task, as well by the need to preserve his
honour in the eyes of all those who have been following his progress. Another spur,
which I had forgotten, is that he is being sponsored by quite a few people whose
money will go to the Tsunami Relief fund to restore normal life in Sri Lanka. Well
done, Simon, and the best of luck with your new target of 250 species before the year
end (hope springs eternal in the young).
20. Green Sandpiper: I think one has returned to the Langstone area now that the pony
field south of Wade Court has its large flood attracting Teal, Moorhen and Egrets.
When I was counting Egrets coming in to roost on the evening of Oct 29 (and it was
nearly too dark to see my notepad) a wader flew low and silently from this field out into
the harbour showing a white rump.
21. Grey Phalarope: One seems to have made a brief visit to the north scrape of Titchfield
Haven on Oct 26 (seen by John Shillitoe). One was also off Portland on that day.
22. Pomarine Skua: Ian Barnard's website carries an anonymous report of 10 Poms seen
from Selsey Bill on Oct 24 (three were seen from Dungeness that day and there have
been several sightings of singles at both Portland and Dungeness in the past week).
23. Arctic Skua: 17 were seen at Dungeness on Oct 23 and 13 were there on Oct 24
(when 8 were off Selsey Bill). Maybe it was one of these that came into Langstone
Harbour and was seen close in off Broadmarsh by Alistair Martin on Oct 25 after
hearing that Jason Crook had seen one there one or two days earlier. Last year one
was in Langstone Harbour on Oct 5 and in 2003 one stayed in the harbour from Oct 22
to at least Nov 6 (and a very early bird was seen on Aug 16)
24. Great Skua: Small numbers (mostly singles) are an almost daily sight in the channel
nowadays but a count of 14 at Dungeness on Oct 24 seemed exceptional until I looked
back to Sep 11 when a total of 76 flew west past Dungeness. Oct 24 also brought a
count of 3 from Selsey and 1 from Ventnor (IoW)
25. Mediterranean Gull: The highest recent counts have been 15 at Selsey West Fields
on Oct 27 and 14 at Dungeness on Oct 23 - the only substantial count in Oct was 60 on
the Ryde sands on Oct 2
26. Little Gull: A count of 25 at Dungeness on Oct 23 seems to have marked the start of a
wave of these passing west through the Channel. 70 were counted at Dungeness on
Oct 24 and 55 were there on Oct 27, and this surge brought 21 past Selsey Bill on Oct
24, 5 to Christchurch Harbour on Oct 25 (when 2 adults were in Christchurch Bay off
Milford, a first winter bird was off Titchfield Haven and probably the same bird off
Stokes Bay). On Oct 26 one was in the Hurst area.

27. Sabine's Gull: One was off Portland on both Oct 24 and 25 and on Oct 26 two were
seen at Dungeness.
28. Kittiwake: As with the Little Gulls a big wave of Kittiwakes has gone through the
Channel recently. At Dungeness 40 were seen on Oct 22 increasing to 950 on Oct 23
and with another 485 counted on Oct 27. Of these one was seen at Brighton Marina on
Oct 23 and singles were off Titchfield Haven and Christchurch Harbour on Oct 25.
29. Terns: At least one Sandwich Tern was in Pagham Harbour on Oct 27, three
Common Terns were off Dungeness on Oct 24 and six Arctic Terns were there on
Oct 27 with one or more in Pagham Harbour that day. The most unexpected sighting
however was made by Bernie Forbes offshore to the east of Selsey Bill on Oct 27 - a
single very late Black Tern.
30. Little Auk: One went past Selsey Bill on Oct 24 and three were seen from Portland on
Oct 24 with another single there on Oct 26
31. Woodlark: Recent coastal sightings have been of one going west over Bembridge
Foreland area on Oct 23, one over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 26 and two over
Portland on Oct 27. A very good local sighting was of three on stubble fields on the
East Park of the Stansted estate - an anonymous birder saw them sometime before
Oct 24 when Michael Prior found them still present.
32. Sand Martin: Two flew out to sea from Christchurch Harbour as late as Oct 28 (and
one was seen in the Kent Stour valley on Oct 25). Swallows and House Martins were
still being seen up to Oct 28 and 27 respectively
33. Red-throated Pipit: One was seen briefly on Luccombe Down above Ventnor (IoW)
on Oct 22 - if the record is accepted it will be a first for the Island.
34. Ring Ouzel: I now have 117 reports of these birds for October alone with the latest
being on Oct 28 at Portland (and Oct 27 in the New Forest). The unusually large
passage has also brought at least one welcome new contributor to HOSLIST (Dave
Ball, well known to many as a County Council ranger based at the QE Park below
Butser Hill) - Dave reports 7 Ouzels in 'Grandfather's Bottom' on Oct 23.
It has also brought young Will Walmsley out of hiding to say farewell as he sets off for
four months visiting Goa, Thailand, Malaysia, Australia (East-coast), Fiji and Los
Angeles as part of his 'gap year' before taking up a place at the University of East
Anglia at Norwich (where he may well be torn between his studies and birding!). On
Oct 26 Will saw more than 6 Ring Ouzels on Old Winchester Hill though I was more
interested in an earlier paragraph of his message which says ..
"This summer my birdwatching has been centered on the Meon Valley (mostly around
the village of Meonstoke) attempting to find my own birds. This has been relatively
successful with species such as Turtle Dove, Corn Bunting, Lesser Whitethroat,
Firecrest, Raven and Red Kite all putting in multiple appearances during the breeding
season and healthy numbers of migrants passing through later on."
35. Blackbird: Another new contributor to HOSLIST, Rob Macaulay, comes in with a
fascinating story of a Blackberry picking outing on Portsdown Hill above Portchester
presumably a few weeks ago though his message was sent on Oct 21. It reads ...
"A blackbird, juvenile I think, (size/shape but black beak), jumped on my back
fluttering its wings. Then it retreated to a fence post at arms length from me. I
walked away about 100 yrds and started picking berries there. The same bird
returned and flew closely overhead until I ceased my berry picking and left the
area! I surmise it was trying to protect it's potential food supply? Is this fairly typical?

I've not had this happen before." I have often seen Mistle Thrushes and Fieldfares
defending their winter berry supply against other thrushes but I have never heard of a
thrush attacking a human. My only thought is that this bird may have been of
continental origin and been brought up in an area where it had not encountered
humans in the six months or so since it hatched.
36. Fieldfare: Will Walmsley had two Fieldfares (and 300 Redwings) on Old Winchester
Hill on Oct 26.
37. Redwing: Earlier reports of 500 going north over the IoW on Oct 22 and 307 flying
west over the Testwood Lakes at Southampton on Oct 23 are now supplemented by a
count of 430 flying north west over Cowes (IoW) on Oct 23
38. Dartford Warbler: These are now being seen all across southern England. A couple of
local reports come from Richard Carpenter who reports up to three at Titchfield Haven
throughout October (up to Oct 28), and from Michael Prior who visited Farlington
Marshes on Oct 22 and saw two showing well on the brambles in the Point Field.
39. Lesser Whitethroat: One was still to be seen at Portland on both Oct 27 and 28 with a
Common Whitethroat there on Oct 27 and a Garden Warbler on Oct 28
40. Pallas's Warbler: Another sighting at Portland on Oct 28
41. Yellow-browed Warbler: One was heard (but not seen) at Church Norton (Pagham
Harbour) on Oct 27 and one was at Portland Bill on Oct 28
42. Chiff Chaff: One or two are around my garden and are heard calling daily, even
singing on Oct 30
43. Willow Warbler: The latest date so far is Oct 26 when one was at Christchurch
Harbour.
44. Firecrest: One was at Titchfield Haven on Oct 27
45. Spotted Flycatcher: A very late report comes from Peter Edmonds at Wisborough
Green near Billingshurst (north of Pulborough). Peter saw one in his garden on Oct 26.
Previously the last had been seen on Oct 9.
46. Bearded Tit: Cliff Dean saw a party of 11 flying west into stiff wind with many other
small birds at Pett Level (north of Hastings) on Oct 26
47. Penduline Tit: One was seen at Dungeness on Oct 26 (just one earlier report that I
have seen this year - a male at Beachy Head on Oct 11)
48. Great Grey Shrike: One was seen flying south over the M27 in the Stoneham area
(between Southampton and Eastleigh) on Oct 28
49. Brambling: A wave of these seems to have flown south from the Dorset coast on Oct
26 when 20 were seen at Portland and 33 at Christchurch Harbour
50. Crossbill: A flock of 12 were seen in the Wey valley between Alton and Farnham on
Oct 27 by Simon Woolfries
51. Bullfinch: These have been on the move recently. 13 were seen at Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 22, 12 went over the Bembridge/Culver Down area (IoW) on Oct 23
when 11 flew over Dungeness and Christchurch Harbour had a total of 16 including a
northern race bird.

52. Hawfinch: Oct 26 saw a single going north at Dungeness, Oct 27 saw one at Portland
and on Oct 28 Cliff Dean was lucky enough to have one briefly perched on a tree in his
garden in the Pett area north of Hastings.
PLANTS
1. Pepper Saxifrage: This is one species that I have not seen in flower during October
but at Brook Meadow in Emsworth it did not start to flower until Oct 9 and still had
flowers on Oct 26
2. Wall Speedwell: A few plants in flower in the East Park at Stansted on Oct 27 were the
first I had seen in October and brought my flowering list for the month to a total of 248
species (not all seen by myself - I have included a few such as the Pepper Saxifrage
that were only seen by others)
3. Lesser Burdock: It was a surprise to find this still flowering on Oct 27 at the edge of an
arable field at Forestside - Green Field Speedwell was out in the same field.
4. Common Water Starwort: Not included in the flowering list (!) this gets a mention as it
was prominently filling the many new pools in the woodland rides of Stansted Forest on
Oct 27
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Three new reports showing these were still on the wing on
Oct 27 at Titchfield Haven, Stansted Forest and Nutbourne (Chichester
Harbour)

o

Common Darter: Cliff Oakley tells me that the Petersfield Wildlife Group
counted 23 of these during their visit to the Nutbourne/Prinsted area east of
Emsworth on Oct 27. At least one was seen at Titchfield Haven that day.

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Three reports on Oct 27 - one at Nutbourne, one at Titchfield
Haven and a helice female in the grounds of Exbury House in the south of the
New Forest.

o

Red Admiral: Cliff Oakley's groups counted 18 during their visit to Nutbourne
on Oct 27 and Simon Woolley had 5 at Titchfield Haven.

o

Painted Lady: Three seen in Swindon by Matthew Oates on Oct 27

o

Peacock: One seen in Stansted Forest East Park on Oct 27 by Ralph Hollins
and another seen that day at Titchfield Haven

o

Speckled Wood: Just one seen in the Nutbourne area by Cliff Oakley's group
on Oct 27

3. Moths:
o

Blair's Shoulder Knot (B&F 2240): One of these was a good find for Richard
Carpenter at Hill Head near Titchfield.

o

Flame Brocade (B&F 2251): One taken at Portland Bill on Oct 27 was only the
second for the year (to my knowledge) - the first had been taken on Hayling
Island on Oct 12

o

Dark Chestnut (B&F 2259): Although I have read of a dozen finds in the first
three months of this year one taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on Oct 27
seems to have been the first of the new season.

4. Other Insects:
o

Drone Fly: One of these common hoverflies was still active in my garden on the
morning of Oct 30. I understand that some of these manage to hibernate and
wish this one well!

o

Spiders: Tony Russell-Smith visited the Camber Sands of Rye Bay on Oct 22
and found several rarities in the unlikely habitat of the beach there. One was a
recently discovered Megalepthyphantes species (about which I know nothing)
and another was called Ceratinopsis romana but I have been able to look up
two of the species in Dick Jones' 'Country Life Guide to Spiders' - these were
Agroeca cuprea and Philodromus fallax.

Dick Jones has a photo of the latter species showing how totally adapted it is to life on
a sandy beach where it becomes almost impossible to see, It is normally sedentary but
has legs enabling it to move 'at lightning speed' in any direction (including sideways)
when threatened or to seize prey.
Agroeca cuprea also interested me with Dick's account of the female's egglaying
procedure - she constructs a stalked platform and lays the eggs on the upper surface,
then spins a covering of silk over the whole structure. After this she gathers grains of
soil and distributes them over the silk, to which they adhere to camouflage the
structure. The bit which I like best is that when the spiderlings hatch out they have a
weather proof kindergarten compartment ready for them below the platform and within
the silk walls!
OTHER
1. Dolphin: Derek Hale tells us that a dolphin called 'Ethelred' (presumably a Common
Dolphin) has been hanging about in the west Solent for long enough for an enterprising
person to have organised boat trips from Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight to see the
beast. Derek does not say if you are allowed to jump overboard to swim with it.
2. Hedgehog: On Oct 26 Brian Fellows found one on Brook Meadow at Emsworth,
adding another species to the site list. When found the creature was curled up but
when he came back later it had moved off - possibly it had curled up in the first place to
protect itself from the approaching monster (i.e. Brian) or perhaps a dog or fox had
been worrying it before Brian came along. Or maybe it was trying the comfort of the
meadow as a place in which to sleep out the winter? (Do take care at this time of year
when raking up leaves or making a bonfire that you do not disturb a Hedgehog that has
already settled down for the winter, though I think this year it will not be cold enough to
send them into hibernation until after Bonfire night - which reminds me that I recently
heard at second hand of someone taking a Tortoise along to the vet to ask why it had
not yet gone to sleep...)
3. Terrapin: I see that the Kings Pond at Alton is now home to at least one of these meat
eating monsters, probably dumped there after it had tried to eat the fingers of its young
'pet owner'.
4. Fungi: I have had several long lists of finds from Maurice Pugh and Richard Carpenter,
and Maurice has sent me a complete list of the new English Names for fungi to allow
me to translate the new names that are being 'forced on us' into the language of the
books which I use to identify toadstools. I have always been in favour of meaningful
English names and I support the idea of having a standard list so I hope that everyone

taking an interest in fungi will get hold of the new list and use the new names in place of
the old ones in their books.
A very short list of recent new finds which have caught my attention, starting with
comments on naming, is:•

Lepiota cristata: I have never noticed this as having a nasty smell before but I see its
new name is the 'Stinking Dapperling' and I find that Stephan Buczacki (in the Collins
New Generation Guide to Fungi) calls it the 'Stinking Parasol' and complains that it
smells of boiled sweets (did Stephan have a deprived childhood?). I am still
unenlightened as what a Dapperling may be.

•

Rooting Shank: I regret that this has lost its name of Oudemansiella radicata to
become Xerula radicata

•

Common Funnel Cap: I don't object to shortening the English name to Common
Funnel but I do regret the loss of its specific name 'infundibuliformis' (which rolled of
the tongue like a complete one word poem - as did 'Oudemansiella' if pronounced in
the accent of a 'Swedish chef' as seen on TV). The new name is Clitocybe gibba (or
perhaps gibber-ish)

•

Marasmius rotula: This did have a pretty good English name of Little Wheel toadstool
but I think that the new name of 'Collared Parachute' is perhaps better and is certainly
memorable.

•

Turkeytail: This is another well chosen English name for the common bracket which I
have previously known as the Many-zoned Polypore (Coriolus versicolor) - the Latin
name has also changed to Trametes versicolor.

•

Russula emetica: I wonder how this species managed to retain its name of Sickener
and evade the appelation 'Brittlegill' which has been applied to all other Russulas?

•

Stereum hirsutum: The new name for this is Hairy Curtain Crust

•

Green Woodcup: This has become Green Elfcup (showing that the new namers do
believe in fairies!) and has lost one of its two generic names to be Chlorocibaria
aeruginascens.

•

Bearded Tooth (Heiricium erinaceum): This pleasing rarity can be found in the New
Forest (and has already been seen by Maurice Pugh) but I was surprised to see that
Richard Carpenter found it in Upperford Copse (northern part of West Walk wood in
the Meon Valley) on Oct 22

•

Chanterelle: This prized edible fungus was also in Upperford Copse on Oct 22

•

Cordyceps militaris (Scarlet Caterpillarclub): Maurice Pugh has been lucky enough
to come across this twice recently - at Hilliers Arboretum just outside Romsey on Oct
15 and in the New Forest near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25. This is a small but pretty 'red
club' which grows on (and destroys) butterfly or moth pupae in the soil.

•

Earthstars: Maurice found what is now named the Collared Earthstar (Geastrum
triplex) at Hilliers on Oct 15 and Richard Carpenter found more of them on Oct 16
alongside Sailor's Lane (a road going south west from Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley)

•

Panthercap (Amanita pantherina): Found near the Rufus Stone on Oct 25

•

Rosso Coral (Ramaria botrytis): Found by Richard Carpenter at Bramdean Common
(north west of West Meon) on Oct 26

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2610
Sat 29 Oct
A. Egret roost count at Langstone
A strong wind this evening meant that some Egrets may have approached the roost
trees below tree level from the west and avoided detection from my viewpoint east of
the trees while others that overshot the perches after high speed dives from a high
altitude would zoom up into the air again, sometimes getting confused with new
comers as they made their second approach but despite these problems I think my
total of 135 birds was a fair total.
On my way down to the count point I passed four Egrets in the fields north of Wade
Court - a further sign of them now going into winter mode when they leave the exposed
and chilly harbours to feed in more sheltered (and now softened into mud) inland fields.
While there I heard the Cetti’s Warbler once and also heard some very excited calling
from what I assume was a Kestrel. As it became almost too dark to see the figures on
my notepad a wader with a white rump flew low and silently to the harbour from the
flooded area of the pony field south of Wade Court - this must have been a Green
Sandpiper back here now that the flood is once more there.
Fri 28 Oct
A. Sudoku
I wonder how many readers of these notes have caught the bug of doing Sudoku
puzzles? I have been bitten with the urge to write a computer programme to take the
chore out of the task and spent most of the day finishing and testing it - it worked well
enough on a moderately difficult puzzle but the tests show that I have to do a little more
work for it to complete a ‘diabolical’ one!
Thu 27 Oct
A. Around north east Stansted Forest
This afternoon I walked from the Forestside Village Hut along the north edge of
Stansted Forest to Broadreed Farm then back via the Monarch’s Way section across
the East Park and the Lady’s Walk Wood Pasture area of the Forest.
The only real find of the gloriously sunny walk was Wall Speedwell in flower in the
East Park but there were many fungi to see including a couple of magnificent examples
of Trametes gibbosa (which has lost its ‘Pseudo’ prefix to the Latin name and
acquired the English Name of ‘Lumpy Bracket’) on a fallen Beech trunk.
Another personal good find was a Peacock butterfly in the sunshine, and a slight
surprise in the sheltered Forest rides was to find every shallow pool of water full of
bright green Common Water Starwort (Callitriche) leaves.
On the way home I stopped to check for flowers in an arable field and was surprised to
find Lesser Burdock still in flower among a mass of Field Madder, Field Pansy and
Speedwell (including Green Field).
Wed 26 Oct
A. Along the shore from Langstone to Emsworth

A high tide time of 6:57am meant that when I reached the shore three hours later the
tide was only just startting to fall, giving the hugry waders their first chance to feed in
daylight.
Before getting to the shore I passed two items of interest. As soon as I went under the
bridge which carries the A27 Havant bypass over Wade Lane I looked to my right and
saw, in the trees lining the Lymbourne stream, five Egrets. In winter mode one or two
fish the stream here and use the trees as a refuge from dog walkers on the Billy Trail
beside the strem but I have not seen as many as five here before.
South of Wade Court the flooded area of the pony field is once more full of water and,
for the first time this winter, had 40 Teal in and around it (with another 17 Teal in a
separate pool closer to Langstone Mill Pond) on which the complete Swan family (two
adults and four cygnets) are still in residence with around 50 Mallard, 10 Teal and half
a dozen each of Coot and Moorhen. A Grey Wagtail was also present around the Mill
building.
Back on the shore I made my first stop at the south end of Pook Lane, looking back to
a flock of waders which I had seen from the Pond seawall. From there I thought we had
300 or so Bar-tailed Godwits at the edge of the saltings, but as I arrived at the Pook
Lane bench seat the tide had just fallen enough for these waders to move out onto the
mud and I was delighted to see that half the waders were Golden Plover - probably
200+ Bar-tails with around 300 Goldies. It was interesting to see how the flock which
had been tight pressed together on the edge of the saltings separated into two as the
birds flew out - the Bartails going out to land in the shallow water, the Goldies
remaining on drier mud.
I had already seen 60+ Black-tailed Godwits feeding near the Mill and these now flew
onto the newly revealed mud off Pook Lane with the Curlew, Redshank, Grey Plover
and Dunlin following along.
Stopping again at the east end of this large mudflat I found my first Ringed Plover
back on this shore - only four but there are never many here. Also newly back were 39
Wigeon on the fresher water where the Warblington stream flows out. Also in this area
the Shelduck count had gone up marginally to 26 but there were only 23 Great
Black-backs. Two Greenshank were hereabouts and there were also many more
Dunlin (over 200 for the first time here.) Birds I have not yet mentioned included
around 20 Brent, Oystercatchers and Lapwing with the odd Meadow Pipit and
Greenfinch in the shore fields and quite a few Starlings on the shore (but no mass of
Crows today).
At Conigar Point I checked out the arable weeds in the shore field, finding the Field
Woundwort still in flower and lots of Dwarf Spurge as well as three flowers on a
hedgerow Dog Rose. At Nore Barn the single plant of Cow Parsley was still in flower
(but only just) and only one plant of Golden Samphire still had flowers.
B. (Wed2610) Latest News and Reports
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Highlights of the news below:
•

A single Lesser Yellowlegs at Titchfield Haven on Oct 23 was only the twelfth to be
seen in Hampshire and the first here since 1999.

•

A massive southward movement of Wood Pigeons on Oct 23 brought a peak day
total of an estimated 73,000 birds going over Durlston in Dorset and 16,000 over the
Isle of Wight.

•

A Dark-throated Thrush has been reported on Portland Bill on several days up to Oct
23 but the bird has only been seen by three observers

•

Great Grey Shrikes
have returned to three more south coast sites recently

•

Passerine movements have included Tree Sparrows, Bramblings, Crossbills,
Bullfinches and Hawfinches

•

Rosebay Willowherb and Prickly Lettuce were new additions to my October
flowering list bringing the total of species in flower this month to 246

•

Five new moth species for my yearlist
have appeared in recent reports including Red Sword-grass (new for Hayling
Island) and Oak Rustic (a recent invader of Britain with two specimens at Ventnor
recently being firsts for this year)

•

The first report of Hornets out on their late autumn 'death leave' comes from the
Warsash area

•

A further 'sign of global warming' was seen in the take of a Trigger Fish by a
Brighton fishing boat

BIRDS
1. Black-throated Diver: I have previously noted the 'first of the autumn' as appearing at
Dungeness on Oct 14 but Russell Wynn's newly published summary for the Lymington
marshes in September records one there as early as Sept 27
2. Slavonian Grebe: The first of the autumn was reported off Church Norton (Pagham
Harbour) on Sep 17 but there have been no other reports from there until Oct 24 another single bird seen by Matt Eade.
3. Balearic Shearwater: After frequent sightings of these through August and
September (three or more reports each week) there came a gap of over two weeks
from Oct 1 to 23 with no sightings. This gap seems to have ended with singles seen at
Portland on Oct 23 and 25. Also at Portland there were four Sooty Shearwaters on
Oct 24 and two on Oct 25, plus a couple of Manx on Oct 24.
4. Little Egret: Maybe a sign that these are starting to move to inland feeding places for
the winter (but possibly just a temporary re-action to strong south west gales) has been
the first sighting of Egrets in the Wade Court meadows at Langstone - on Oct 25 five
were back in the south meadow and on Oct 26 five were in trees above the Lymbourne
stream close to the A27 Havant bypass north of Wade Court. These are my first
sightings in these meadows since last winter.
5. Brent Goose: More reports of a high percentage of young birds in the coastal flocks Pete Durnell at Lymington found 24 young in a flock of only 61 birds and Ian Watts
found 17 young among a total of only 27 birds at the mouth of the River Itchen in
Southampton
6. Scaup: There have been a couple of earlier reports of female Scaup this autumn but
Oct 23 brought a sighting of a drake Scaup flying west off Christchurch Harbour
7. Red-breasted Merganser: Increasing numbers of these are reflected in reports of 11
at Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Oct 23 and 10 on the sea off Pagham Harbour on
Oct 24.

8. Goosander: On Oct 22 a redhead Goosander flew north east over the Needles area of
the IoW and I conjectured that it could have originated in the Avon valley (where some
have been present during the summer). I now see that what may have been the same
bird was seen at Pulborough Brooks that same day so I am not yet convinced that our
northern birds have begun to head for the south coast.
9. Honey Buzzard: The main southward movement of these seems to have ended on
Sep 18 but we then had a group of three sightings on Oct 1, 2 and 3 at Titchfield Haven
and Sandy Point on Hayling. Since then no further reports until Oct 23, coming from
Keith Callister in the Sussex Ouse valley south of Lewes - Keith says the bird was
mobbed by corvids and took cover in trees. This may have been an odd late passage
bird but without knowing how familiar Keith is with the species and how good his
sighting was I would reserve judgement.
10. Hen Harrier: John Hunt had stunning views of a male over Ambersham Common near
Midhurst on Oct 22 and on Oct 23 there were two independent sightings of one in
different parts of the IoW (sex not stated). Also on Oct 23 a ringtail was seen at
Christchurch Harbour to come in off the sea and head north so maybe the one seen on
the IoW were also an immigrant (or maybe two) from the south.
11. Golden Plover: On Oct 23 a flock of 252 were present at Newtown Harbour on the
IoW and by Oct 26 a flock of around 280 were on the mud off Langstone village here in
Havant.
12. Purple Sandpiper: By Oct 23 the count at Brighton Marina was up to seven birds but
despite Roger Webb having been birding on Southsea seafront recently there have
been no reports of them back there yet.
13. Jack Snipe: On Oct 14 Peter Hughes, warden of the RSPB Pulborough Brooks
reserve, saw three of them. Peter says .. "These were all seen whilst topping rushes
with a tractor mounted mower (about the only time I get to see Jack Snipe on the
reserve!). One of them allowed great views; it flushed very close, running away from
the tractor for about five metres, then flew briefly for another 2 or 3 metres before
crouching in a cow hoof print in the mud and then disappearing."
14. Whimbrel: Two sightings of what may be wintering birds - one was at Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 23 and on Oct 25 Roger Webb saw one in flight past the South Parade
pier at Southsea.
15. Lesser Yellowlegs: I have not heard the details yet but I see that one was reported at
Titchfield Haven on Oct 23 but does not seem to have stayed. If confirmed this will be
the twelfth Hampshire record (previous eleven were scattered across the years from
1953 to 1999). John Shillitoe is the only local to mention the sighting of the current bird
but does not make it clear if he saw it himself.
16. Grey Phalarope: Two were probably off the Dorset coast on Oct 24 - one was said to
be lingering for most of the day off Porltand and another came close to the shore at
Christchurch Harbour.
17. Long-tailed Skua: An adult and two juveniles were seen well from Christchurch
Harbour on Oct 25
18. Little Gull: A count of 25 off Dungeness on Oct 23 preceded eight reports of smaller
numbers moving through the Channel in the following two days. On Oct 25 five were
seen in a four hour seawatch from Christchurch Harbour with singles seen in the
Solent at Stokes Bay (Gosport), Titchfield Haven and Milford on Sea

19. Sabine's Gull: On Oct 23 one was seen from Dungeness and on Oct 25 one was off
Portland (only two earlier sightings in the Channel this autumn on Aug 24 and Sep 8)
20. Kittiwake: As with Little Gull a count of 950 off Dungeness on Oct 23 co-incided with a
small burst of other sightings including one at Brighton marina that day, a count of 48
off Christhcurch Harbour on Oct 24 and a single adult passing Titchfield Haven on Oct
25.
21. Sandwich Tern: Three reports from Portsmouth, Portland and Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 25 shows that they have not all left yet. One Arctic Tern was still off
Christchurch on Oct 25 and there have been no reports of Common Tern since Oct 19
22. Little Auk: One was seen at Dungeness on Oct 23 and singles were reported from
both Portland and Christchurch on both of the next two days.
23. Puffin: The first autumn sighting was made at Dungeness on Oct 23 (the bird was
flying east)
24. Stock Dove: Oct 23 brought a massive count of 1750 coming in over Dungeness. The
first flock of over 100 was seen on Oct 16 at Christchurch but there had been no count
of more than 300 prior to the 1750.
25. Wood Pigeon: The traditional autumn Wood Pigeon movement has been taking place
over the last few days with a maximum estimate of 73000 passing over Durlston in
Dorset Oct 23 (when Russell Wynn on the IoW near the Needles saw 16000 birds and
Portland estimated 13500 passing over there). In previous years my impression from
reports of this autumn movement has been of a great mass of birds coming into Britain
from the continent and moving west but this time the reports are clearly of birds moving
south to leave Britain.
26. Hirundines: Two Sand Martins were still to be seen over Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 23 (though the last double figure count of them was 10 over Chichester on Oct 1 there have only been five isolated sightings since then). Swallows could still produce
130 birds over Dungeness on Oct 23 and one at Christchurch on Oct 24. The latest
report of House Martins was of 30 over Dungeness on Oct 23.
27. Dark-throated Thrush: On Oct 23 the Portland website told us that .. "The rarity list
was headed by a Black-throated Thrush reported briefly at dawn on the southern
edge of Southwell; this bird has been seen at the same site on several occasions
during the last four days by one local observer (and also once yesterday by two other
observers) but a thorough search of the area by many other local and visiting birders
yesterday evening and again this morning revealed no sign of it."
I had some difficulty in finding Black-throated Thrush in my books but soon
discovered that Turdus ruficollis is a species that breeds in the far north and east of
Russia and which has two distinct races. The Latin name implies that the bird has a red
throat and one race does do so but it hardly ever strays into western Europe - the other
race has a jet black-throat on a male in breeding plumage but both races can be found
looking quite like a Song Thrush with a speckled breast and belly. It seems that the
official name of the species is now 'Dark-throated Thrush'. If the bird at Portland was of
this species it is much more likely to have been of the 'black throated race Turdus
ruficollis atrogularis.
28. Winter Thrushes: Still plenty of Redwing around with 307 going west over the
Testwood Lakes on Oct 23 and counts of 83 and 79 from the IoW and Christchurch on
that day. There are also still plenty of presumably continental Song Thrushes around
that have not yet dispersed - 30 were seen at the Needles (IoW) on Oct 22 and 76 at

Christchurch on Oct 23. Fieldfares remain very scarce with the highest count remaing
the 32 in the Test valley on Oct 16 and no reports since 4 at Christchurch on Oct 22.
29. Great Grey Shrike: These have been back in southern England since Oct 8 but three
new sites have just reported their first birds of the autumn. On Oct 23 one was at
Pagham Harbour and another at Gills Lap in Ashdown Forest, and Oct 25 brought a
first report from Pulborough Brooks.
30. Tree Sparrow: Oct 23 brought what I assume to be a new influx of continental birds 120 flew over Dungeness and 3 went west over Christchurch
31. Brambling: More of these seem to have arrived on Oct 23 with counts of 85 over
Dungeness and 90 at Christchurch. Locally on that day Mark Edgeller saw four going
west over Brownwich (near Titchfield Haven), Mark Rolfe saw one south of Fareham,
Ian Calderwood saw three over Stokes Bay at Gosport and two people on the IoW saw
seven and two respectively in different parts of the island. Needless to say there are
also massive amounts of Chaffinch, Greenfinch and Linnet now back with us and
1200 Goldfinch were still passing over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 23
32. Redpoll: Someone reported 3 Mealy and a possible Arctic Redpoll among a flock of
26 in the New Forest on Oct 23.
33. Crossbill: A total of 42 went over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 23 with 16 Bullfinch
there on that day.
34. Hawfinch: The small numbers now on the move gave Bob Marchant a sighting at
Hook/Warsash on Oct 23 and Chris Meaney saw another at Luccombe Down above
Ventnor (IoW) that day.
PLANTS
1. Spotted Medick: A single plant in flower at a Havant roadside was only the second
find for October
2. Rosebay Willowherb: A single plant in flower by the railway in Havant on Oct 25 was
an addition to my October flowering list
3. Cow Parsley: The plant which I found flowering at Nore Barn (Emsoworth) on Oct 19
was almost over on Oct 26
4. Field Forget-me-not: A single plant flowering in Havant on Oct 25 was the first I have
seen since Oct 8.
5. Prickly Lettuce: A small group of plants flowering beside the Petersfield Road in
Havant on Oct 25 were firsts for October.
6. October flowering list: My total of species in flower in October now stands at 246
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Small Coppper: Still out at Stockbridge Down on Oct 22

o

Painted Lady: One at Stockbridge Down on Oct 22. This brings the total of
reports in my database for this year to 88, of which 18 have been in October
(probably because more get reported when they are thought to be 'out of
season')

o

Meadow Brown: Half a dozen still flying at Stockbridge Down on Oct 22. The
only other species reported in the latest input have been Red Admiral and
Comma

2. Moths:
o

Duponchelia fovealis (B&F 1403a): Late news in Russell Wynn's recently
published report of his September sightings on the Lymington marshes includes
a third ever find of this species for Hampshire (and a first for this year) in his
moth trap on Sept 5. A few days later (Sep 12) he had another specimen of the
same moth.

o

Scalloped Hook-tip (B&F 1645): A recent find of this in the Overton area near
Basingstoke on or around Oct 15 was the first report for the year that I have
seen but also a late date for the species to be on the wing. A late Ruby Tiger
was also in the same trap.

o

Red Sword-grass (B&F 2241): This moth hibernates after emerging in the
autumn so previous sightings in March were of moths that emerged in 2004..
The first for this year (and an addition to the Hayling Island list) was taken by
George Spraggs on Hayling on Oct 22

o

Oak Rustic (B&F 2246a): This moth is a very recent invader of Britain from the
south and two separate finds in different parts of Ventnor (IoW) on Oct 22 were
the first I have heard of in Britain this year.

o

The Brick (B&F 2262): First of the year taken by Dave Owen at Alton on Oct 22

3. Other Insects:
o

Hornet: The first and only report of Hornets out on 'death leave' comes from the
Hook/Warsash area where up to 30 have been seen by Trevor Carpenter and
Bob Marchant for several days up to Oct 23. These will be insects with no
further duties keeping them tied to the nest they have served dutifully up to the
point when the queens that will provide next year's insects have flown the nest
and been mated - the queens will seek out a safe place in which to pass the
winter but all the other Hornets of this year will have nothing else to do but roam
the countryside until the first frost kills them off.

OTHER
1. Trigger Fish: This species was among the catch brought in by a fishing boat at
Brighton on Oct 23. A lot smaller (only 40cm long) than the huge Sun Fish (up to 4
metres long!) that are appearing in our water more frequently as the sea temperature
rises this also has a round silhouette shape (like a vertical flat fish) but has a big
'Swallow tail' tail fin (the Sun Fish has no conventional tail fin)
2. Fungi: The only new entry in my autumn list is for Agaricus bitorquis (a chunky
edible mushroom that delights in growing in dusty or dirty places). I found a cluster
beside New Lane in Havant on Oct 25. Also in Havant I found a massive display of very
fresh Honey Fungus this week.
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Tue 25 Oct
A. Around Langstone and Havant

This morning I cycled to Langstone to put up the weekly Nature Notes poster by the
West Mill, hoping to continue across the South Moors but rain put paid to that idea.
Before the rain set in I passed a great display of fresh Honey Fungus as I went down
Wade Court Road, and when I reached the seaward end of the lane which terminates
the road I had my first view since last winter of Egrets back in the pony field south of
Wade Court. Only 5 Egrets and 4 Herons were in the field, getting some shelter from
the southwest gale, but on my way home I found at least 25 Egrets sheltering from the
same blast in the ‘Southmere’ field west of the main road at Langstone. Other than the
Swans and ducks on Langstone Pond these were the only birds I noticed in this trip,
but their presence marked another step from summer to winter mode as far as the
Egrets are concerned.
After lunch, with the sun out and the wind abated, I took a walk around the area north of
Havant railway station and logged three ‘new flowerings’ at the roadsides. The first
was Field Forget-me-not, the second was Spotted Medick (growing next to Black
Medick to contrast the single flowers of the Spotted Medick with the tight ball of flowers
on the Black Medick), and the third was Prickly Lettuce. The last two of these were
beside the busy Petersfield Road where the southbound traffic has to pause at the
roundabout north of the railway. The warming effect of the traffic, especially when
stationary vehicles are pouring out greenhouse gases, really does create a
greenhouse effect which give noticeable encouragement to the growth and flowering
of wild plants! Also in the same section of roadside was a lengthy stretch of Herb
Robert covered with flowers as if this was spring - not a new flowering for the week but
further proof of the benefits to wild life of busy roads(?)
The only other item of interest came on the side of New Lane as I was heading home here was a cluster of the edible Agaricus bitorquis mushroom which also flourishes
in dusty and dirty waysides.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 17 - 23 (WEEK 42)
Highlights of the news are:•

Brent Geese
seem to have had a very good breeding season

•

The Fudge Duck (hybrid Ferruginous Duck) is back at Budds Farm for its seventh
winter

•

Bird of the week is a Great Bustard that has been roaming southern England unseen
since August

•

Runner up to the Bustard is Ring Ouzel, present everywhere on the south coast in
large numbers

•

Both Twite and Snow Bunting are back with us.

•

Marsh Gentians
still flowering at Bartley Heath

•

The recent sighting of a Purple Emperor in October is likely to have been a 'second
generation'

•

Third generations of Common and Holly Blue are on the wing (and an Adonis Blue
has been seen)

•

Clouded Yellow
numbers are up as the offspring of summer migrants emerge

•

The first Silver-striped Hawkmoth of the year has been seen in Exeter

•

Interesting fungus finds include Cauliflower Fungus and the first Earthstar
BIRDS

1. Sooty Shearwater: One flew east through the Solent off Stokes Bay on Oct 21, seen
by Trevor Carpenter (sadly he missed the total of 38 going west off Dungeness that
day!)
2. Storm Petrel: One was off Portland on Oct 21
3. Leach's Storm Petrel: One of these was off Dungeness on Oct 21
4. Gannet: A total of 380 were seen from Ventnor on Oct 21 (but once again Dungeness
outdid us with 1400 seen there on Oct 22)
5. Great White Egret: Maybe one of the two that have been at the Blashford Lakes
(Ringwood) has departed as there is a report of one flying down the Avon to
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 15, but it looks as if the numbers visiting England are
starting to increase - on Oct 18 three flew south out to sea at Dungeness and on Oct 20
one flew south west over the Kent Stour Valley (and may have landed there)
6. Canada Goose: On the evening of Oct 19 Mike Cutts saw a flock of around 300 flying
in to the north of Titchfield Haven accompanied by the 'albino'.
7. Barnacle Goose: Richard Carpenter tells us that the Baffins Gang of six Barnacles
plus a hybrid have been at Titchfield Haven from Oct 6 to at least Oct 21.
8. Bean Goose: One was seen heading west past Dungeness on Oct 18 among 1400
Brent
9. Brent Goose: It looks as if these may have had a good breeding season. Brian
Fellows noted juveniles among the geese he saw in Chichester Harbour on Oct 15
(WeBS count) and on Oct 20 Mike Collins saw 47 juveniles among 170 Brent on the
north shore of Langstone Harbour (off Budds Farm). On Oct 22 Brian Fellows counted
23 juveniles among a flock of only 56 in Emsworth Harbour - not only was there a high
proportion of young but the family groups were large (the young in the four families
numbered 6,5,5,5, and 2 respectively). The presence of so many young will have
played a significant part in slowing the passage of the flocks and this probably
accounts for the slightly later than usual arrival dates.
10. Pintail: Although numbers remain low the first big count of passing birds was made
during a seawatch at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 19 when 67 birds flew by.
11. Garganey: Two were still in the Kent Stour Valley on Oct 22. Three had been there on
Oct 21 and one on Oct 11
12. Ferruginous Duck: The famous 'Fudge Duck' hybrid had returned to the Budds Farm
pools at Havant on Oct 20 where it was seen by Mike Collins. It was last seen there in
the spring on Mar 10 but has been regularly returning to the area since it was at
Farlington Marshes as a first winter bird in the autumn of 1999
13. Scaup: A female was reported to be in Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Oct 19 but, as
with the one off report of another female at Ibsley Water on Sep 18, there is always the
possibility of confusion with a very white faced Tufted Duck ...

14. Eider: The flock off Titchfield Haven numbered 52 on Oct 19, seen by Trevor
Carpenter.
15. Velvet Scoter: The first of the winter are now with us - on Oct 18 two were reported at
Dungeness, on Oct 19 two were seen at Portland and on Oct 22 two were off Seaford
Head just west of Beachy Head (possibly all the same birds)
16. Merganser: We should be seeing more of these soon - on Oct 19 there were four
separate sightings of 2 going west off Folkestone in Kent, 4 at Newtown Harbour on
the north of the IoW and 1 going round the south of the Island plus 1 at Portland.
17. Goosander: A redhead flew north east over West High Down near the Needles (IoW)
on Oct 22 - this could have been one of the Avon valley birds having a slightly longer
outing than the bird which flew south down the Avon into Christchurch Harbour on Oct
16 but then flew back north.
18. Marsh Harrier: Another sighting at Titchfield Haven on Oct 21 after isolated sightings
there on Oct 9, 14 and 15. Over in West Sussex the bird reported to be in the Steyning
area north of Worthing on Oct 16 may well have been a female Hen Harrier with an
unusual cream head that was seen in that area on Oct 18 by Bernie Forbes.
19. Osprey: No recent reports from Langstone or Chichester Harbours but some are still
passing over the south coast. One was in the Folkestone area of Kent (at Hythe) until
Oct 17 (when one flew south over Portland), and there have been reports of one along
the north shore of the IoW On Oct 17, 18 and 19
20. Quail: Mark Palmer came on one in the Brownwich area west of Titchfield Haven on
Oct 20
21. Pheasant: Four smart males were seen on the mud of Pagham Harbour prentending
to be exotic waders on Oct 19 - maybe an exaggeration of an observation of four birds
briefly pecking about in a Spartina bed at the edge of the harbour (maybe combining
the necessary intake of small stones for their gizzards with a dose of salt?) and
appearing at the edge of the mud before moving back to dry land.
22. Great Bustard: At the end of August a batch of the birds imported from Russia was
being released on Salisbury Plain when one of them flew off without permission (and
without a radio transmitter to follow its flight). By mid-October there had been no further
sighting of it and the team running the release scheme had written it off as dead but on
the morning of Oct 22 this extraordinary bird (looking in flight like a cross between an
Eagle and a Goose) arrived over Portland Bill, circled around, then flew off north east
over Portland Harbour. No more sightings that I have heard of but Martin Cade has
some great photos on the Portland Observatory website
(http://www.btinternet.com/~portlandbirdobs/aa_latestnews.htm)
23. Purple Sandpiper: A report of three at Brighton Marina on Oct 19 follows a similar
report of three there on Sep 18 but I have no idea as to whether the birds have been
resident there for the past month. On Oct 22 one flew past Dungeness and was then
seen at Bexhill so maybe more are heading our way.
24. Ruff: There have been isolated reports of Ruff at Titchfield Haven on Aug 22 and Sep
2 and maybe another has arrived as on Oct 22 Doug Robertson saw a wader fly in (and
vanish from sight) which he describes as "Redshank sized, grey wings and mantle, no
wing bars, white rump,and faint barring on the tail." Unfortunately we don't see as
many Ruff here in Hampshire as they do in Kent - there have been recent counts of up
to 19 in the Stour Valley.

25. Jack Snipe: Three were seen in Christchurch Harbour on Oct 18 and one was at
Leaden Hall in the north west New Forest on Oct 22
26. Woodcock: Singles (presumably just in from the continent) were at Dungeness on Oct
17 and 22 and on the latter date 3 were seen on West High Down near the Needles
(IoW)
27. Whimbrel: An interesting record of nine being seen at Titchfield Haven on Oct 15
comes from Richard Carpenter - late for passage birds and a big number for wintering
birds.
28. Grey Phalarope: One was seen from Portland on Oct 20.
29. Pomarine Skua: Richard Carpenter tells us that John Shillitoe saw a dark phase bird
off Hill Head on Oct 19. Another was reported from Brighton Marina on Oct 21 and
another off Dungeness on Oct 22.
30. Arctic Skua: Paul Winter saw one fly into Pagham Harbour on Oct 15 before returning
to the sea
31. Little Gull: Locally an adult was at Newtown Harbour on the north coast of the IoW on
Oct 18 and a first winter was off Titchfield Haven on Oct 19
32. Terns: Latest sightings have been of 3 Sandwich Terns at Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 19, 2 Common Terns at Brighton Marina on Oct 19 and 2 Arctic Terns at
Dungeness on Oct 21
33. Stock Dove: We have already had a count of 165 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct
16 but the invasion has been building up with counts on Oct 22 of 290 over Dungeness
and 152 over Folkestone on the same day.
34. Wood Pigeon: Plenty of reports of these on the move now - the latest and largest are
dated Oct 22 and are of 1700 over Portland and 3500 over Christchurch Harbour.
35. Barn Owl: We know that continental birds with darker mantles turn up in southern
England in the winter and on Oct 21 one was seen coming in off the sea at Dungeness
36. Short-eared Owl: Thirteen reports of these date from Oct 17 to 22 in the latest input among these are sightings of one at the north end of Titchfield Haven on Oct 19,
another across the Solent over Newtown Harbour on Oct 18, and on Oct 22 one 'going
the wrong way' out to sea from Selsey Bill.
37. Wryneck: Another late bird seen on Oct 22 on the southwest coast of the IoW on
Roughland Cliffs to the east of Brook
38. Shore Lark (aka Horned Lark): One showed well on top of Seaford Head west of
Beachy Head from Oct 16 to 22
39. Hirundines: On Oct 22 Swallows were still numerous (86 at Dungeness, 30+ over
IoW etc) but only 6 House Martins were reported that day (over Christchurch Harbour)
though more than 50 were seen at Cissbury Ring in W Sussex on Oct 19. More
surprisingly a late Sand Martin was over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 16 and two
were in the Kent Stour Valley on Oct 22.
40. Richard's Pipit: At least one was at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 22 (15th for this
autumn along the south coast)
41. Yellow Wagtail: One was still to be seen at Dungeness on Oct 21

42. Ring Ouzel: This is turning into a fantastic autumn for seeing Ring Ouzels - I would
think that the numbers breeding in the British Isles must have been supplemented by
Scandinavian birds coming across the North Sea to give the totals being reported.
Since the first autumn bird was seen on the IoW on Aug 27 I have picked up 112
different reports which could total 902 birds if there were no duplication. The peak
passage seems to have been on Oct 18 when both Dungeness and Portland reported
around 60 birds each (with reports for that day from 8 other sites from Sandwich Bay to
Portland) but they were still being seen in even more places (13 sites) on Oct 22.
43. Fieldfare: Still no numbers to compare with the hundreds of Blackbirds and Song
Thrushes on the move but we have in the past few days had a group of four at Beacon
Hill in the Meon Valley on Oct 18 and a single bird on Portsdown on Oct 20 (and
another report of 500 Redwings over the IoW on Oct 22)
44. Cetti's Warbler: Of local interest one is back at the IBM Portsmouth site, heard by
Kevin Stouse in the lakeside reeds on Oct 18
45. Grasshopper Warbler: A late bird was at Cissbury Ring on the downs north of
Worthing on Oct 20 (also 2 Whitethroats still there)
46. Garden Warbler: A late bird was at Portland on Oct 17
47. Siberian Chiffchaff: A 'highly probable' was near Alum Bay on the IoW on Oct 22 (the
first report since last winter)
48. Willow Warbler: Late birds were seen, all on Oct 20, at Portland, Dungeness and Old
Winchester Hill
49. Goldcrest: Flocks of up to 60 birds are being seen and on Oct 22 I heard faint song
from one at Prinsted (east of Emsworth)
50. Firecrest: Numbers of these are also increasing with a count of 6 on the IoW near the
Needles on Oct 22
51. Great Grey Shrike: One was said to be in the Pitts Wood area of the north west New
Forest on Oct 20 (where one was seen back on Oct 8)
52. Jay: A count of 31 at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 17 is the highest to date.
53. Raven: One went north east over Fareham Creek on Oct 18
54. Tree Sparrow: 29 went over Dungeness on Oct 22 (giving a possible total of 255
arriving from the continent this autumn)
55. Chaffinch: A report from Sandwich Bay of 2250 going north in just 30 minutes gives an
idea of how many pour in from the continent at this time of year. My database indicates
a possible total of 12253 coming in this autumn and I am at last beginning to see a few
in the Havant area.
56. Twite: I think I failed to report the first of the autumn which were seen at Eatsbourne on
Oct 2. Oct 22 bought another two birds over Dungeness.
57. Crossbill: Five new reports include one at Old Winchester Hill on Oct 19 and other
singles over the IoW and Christchurch Harbour
58. Bullfinch: More evidence of these on the move with seven recent reports including a
group of 13 at Christhcurch Harbour on Oct 22

59. Hawfinch: More of these are being seen on the move including a count of ten over the
IoW on Oct 22
60. Snow Bunting: Two (possibly three) were seen on the IoW on Oct 15 with another one
on the Island on Oct 20
PLANTS
1. Dwarf Mallow: Still flowering in the Nutbourne Orchards on Oct 22
2. Marsh Gentian: Still flowering at Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on Oct 16
3. Shaggy Soldier: A great mass of this in flower at the Prinsted market garden site east
of Emsworth on Oct 22
4. The October to date total of species seen still in flower stands at 244 on Oct 23
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Still on the wing at Titchfield Haven on Oct 17

o

Common Darter: Last report so far is also from Titchfield Haven on Oct 20

o

Common Blue Damsel: One seen at the Southampton Common pond on Oct
16 by Paul Winter

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Fifteen new reports in the latest input including a sighting of 8
in the Gosport area on Oct 17. Many fresh specimens seem to indicate newly
emerged offspring of migrants which arrived earlier in the year,

o

Small Copper: Seen up to Oct 20 (at Beachy Head)

o

Common Blue: Three fresh males seen in the Gosport area by David Tinling on
Oct 15 were said to be the emergence of a third brood - interestingly this was
the same day that I glimpsed a fresh male at the IBM Portsmouth site

o

Adonis Blue: The SOS website carries a report of a worn specimen seen on
Beachy Head by Darryl Perry - unfortunately it was printed twice on different
dates so I am not sure if the butterfly was seen on Oct 20 or 21 (but I guess it
was Oct 20)

o

Holly Blue: A single very fresh male was seen at Gosport by David Tinling on
Oct 17 - a third generation starting to emerge and maybe we will see more of
them?

o

Purple Emperor: In response to the report of one flying in West Sussex on Oct
12 Dennis Dell has told the SOS website that he has studied the Purple
Emperor in Switzerland from 1981 to 2002 and his work included breeding the
species under natural conditions. He says that in each of the years 2000,
2001 and 2002 he bred 20 or more larvae each year and that one of them
in each year developed early to produce a butterfly in October, something
he had never seen in the previous 18 years. Dennis' work has been published in
the Entomologists Record during this year.

o

Red Admiral: The large numbers now on the wing include a count of 57 in the
Gosport area on Oct 17 (when more than 20 were seen flying out to see from
Titchfield Haven area)

o

Painted Lady: Three new reports of these - the latest being one at Browndown
(west of Gosport) on Oct 20

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Three new reports are of one on Portsdown on Oct 15,
two near Titchfield Haven on Oct 17 and one in Emsworth on Oct 20

o

Comma: Still being seen to Oct 20

o

Speckled Wood: Also seen up to Oct 20

3. Moths:
o

Meal Moth (B&F 1417): Seen at the HWT HQ in Curdridge near Botley on Oct
10

o

Indian Meal Moth (B&F 1479): Seen in Sholing (Southampton) on Oct 17 (First
of year)

o

The Vestal (B&F 1716): An pink form came to Alan Jafkins trap at Lovedean
(Waterlooville) on Oct 17

o

Feathered Thorn (B&F 1923): First of year taken by Mike Stoneman at
Cosham (Portsmouth) on Oct 15

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth (B&F 1984): The latest was seen in Gosport on Oct
17 by David Tinling

o

Silver-striped Hawkmoth (B&F 1993): First of year was on the door of a house
at Exeter on Oct 19

o

Figure of Eight (B&F 2020): First of year came to Paul Boswell's house lights
at Greywell in north Hampshire on Oct 14

o

Merveille du Jour (B&F 2247): A very fresh specimen came to light at the HWT
HQ in Curdridge on Oct 13 (nice photo by Bob Chapman on the HWT website
wildlife news page)

o

Brown-spot Pinion (B&F 2266): First of year for Paul Boswell at Greywell on
Oct 14

o

Red Underwing (B&F 2452): Mike Stoneman had one of these beauties in the
Cosham area on Oct 15

OTHER
1. Grass Snake: These will soon vanish for the winter but Peter Vaughan found one still
out on Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on Oct 16
2. Slow Worm: Richard Carpenter found one of these in the Botley Woods also on Oct
16
3. Fungi: First mentions for this autumn include
o

Cauliflower Fungus (Sparassis crispa) found on pine stumps in woodland
near Liphook on Oct 12 by Bob Chapman

o

Russula cyanoxantha (Charcoal Burner), Brown Birch Bolete (Leccinum
scabrum) and Poison Pie (Hebeloma crustiliniforme) found by Richard
Carpenter in Botley Woods on Oct 16.

o

On Oct 18 Richard Carpenter found (in Brockwood Copse, north west of West
Meon) Artist's Fungus (Ganoderma applanatum) and Butter Cap plus (not
new) Fly Agaric and Porcelain Fungus

o

Also on Oct 18 in Sailor's Lane (going south west from Beacon Hill near Exton)
Richard found Clouded Funnel (?Clouded Agaric?), Collared Earthstar
(?Geastrum triplex?), Lilac Bonnet (?Mycena pura?), Magpie Fungus,
Stinkhorn, Stinking Dapperling (could this be the Dog Stinkhorn - Caninus
mutinus?) and Spectacular Rustgill (no idea what that might be as I do not
have a book with the fanciful English names that have recently been dreamed
up by those who think this will popularise mycology among the masses)

o

Honey Fungus, Agaricus placomyces and Fragile Russula (R. fragilis)
found by Ralph Hollins in the Emsworth/Prinsted area on Oct 22. The A.
placomyces is one that I cannot recall finding before but had a very distinctive
dark flecked cap and large ring which, with the measurements, fitted that
species - there were several widely separated specimens along a narrow
footpath leading east from Prinsted High Street to the Nutbourne orchards.

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1910
Sat 22 Oct
A. Around Nutbourne and Prinsted
This morning I enjoyed a prolonged view of a handsome healthy Fox sitting at ease
under an apple tree in my garden (close to where a family of Rats have a base for
raiding the bird seed I scatter!) and this afternoon I took a walk through the Nutbourne
orchards to Prinsted where I visited the ‘unimproved’ market garden plot before
returning to Nutbourne along the shore at high tide.
In Nutbourne Farm Lane the big Strawberry Tree was covered with blossom and had
more fruits not yet red but a bright orange. In the orchards the Dwarf Mallow was still
in flower, and as I came out into the arable field I found myself among a grounded flock
of Goldfinch and Chaffinch having a bit of a rest from their lengthy autumnal
journeys.
From this field I took the little used narrow footpath leading to Prinsted High Street and
beside this shady path I found a cousin of the Field Mushroom which I did not
recognize. Not very large, the cap was 8cm across and the stem the same length but
fairly narrow (8mm) with a large floppy ring. The skin was the white of a mushroom and
the gills were the pink going brown colour I expected but the cap looked as if someone
had peppered it with soot, and when I got home these characters pointed pretty
conclusively to Agaricus placomyces (described as uncommon).
At the Prinsted ‘market garden’ the usually open beds had wire around them (probably
in the hope of deterring pumpkin gatherers) but with my binoculars I could enjoy the
great mass of Shaggy Soldier plants in full blossom, and add Small Nettle to my
week’s flower list. Going back through the village I added another fungus with a great
display of young Honey Fungus around a dead tree stump, and while I was looking at
it I heard faint song from a Goldcrest somewhere nearby.
The view from the seawall was almost devoid of birds as I walked back but before I
reached the point where I had to turn back to Farm Lane the tide was beginning to fall

and the sun to set, both factors bringing skeins of Brent and flocks of Lapwing back to
the shore to join the few Wigeon, Teal and Oystercatcher (plus two Great Crested
Grebes) which had been there for some time.
I waited in hope of seeing the Barn Owls but they did not emerge - in their place I had
a tantalising view of two finches/buntings flying west low overhead uttering the dry
‘pip-pip-pip’ note that I associate with either Corn Bunting or Tree Sparrow. I have
seen Corn Bunting here not many years ago and the sound aroused memories of them
but my other memory of Corn Bunting in flight is of a huge ‘bumble bee’ with very fast
whirring wing beats - maybe they fly differently when on passage but these birds had a
relatively slow and easy wingbeat slightly like a Skylark so the identity of the birds
remains a mystery.
On the way home I took a diversion through Emsworth to look at the Boletus fungi
which Brian Fellows had seen there last week but sadly the grass had been mown and
with it the fungi had vanished, I did make one find here - a small Russula which closely
matches R. fragilis in Roger Phillips photo (I find the matching the colour tones of a
fungus to tint shown in his photos is more convincing than all the other features - size,
shape, taste and smell can all vary considerably within the same species but colour
tones and overall proportions do not seem to vary as much).
Wed 19 Oct
A. Havant to Emsworth along the shore
Despite threatening rain I cycled along the shore from Langstone to Emsworth this
morning, finding the usual crowd of Bar- and Black-tailed Godwits with a group of
Shelduck that had grown to number 23. Just beyond them 50 Great Blackback gulls
(and one Lesser) were on the saltings, and further on there were three Greenshank
and just one Wigeon on the Emsworth west shore
The first surprises came when I ventured off the shore onto the eastmost of the
Warblington arable shore fields at Conigar Point. I did so to see if any of the rayed form
of Groundsel was present here and while I saw none of that I did find two new plants
for my personal year list - Field Woundwort and Dwarf Spurge - among the good
show of arable weeds.
A little further on at Nore Barn I found a single plant of Cow Parsley in flower and in
Warblington Road at Emsworth Small-flowered Cranesbill was in flower. On the way
home Pellitory of the Wall was added to this week’s flowering list.
While in Emsworth I passed a troop of Brown Roll-rim fungi in grass along Seafields
(road) leading to Beacon Square. With it, close to a Silver Birch, were some pale
capped and white gilled Russulas which may have been R. aeruginea
B. (Wed 1910) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1610
BIRDS
1. Black-throated Diver: One had reached Portland Bill by Oct 16 following the first of
the winter which was off Dungeness on Oct 14
2. Great White Egret: On Oct 16 John Clark saw a colour ringed bird at Ibsley Water
near Ringwood - this is presumably one of the two birds which have been there since
late July this summer (and were probably there last winter)

3. Spoonbill: On Oct 16 one was seen at Yermouth (IoW) and may have flown on to
Christchurch Harbour where two birds (adult and juvenile) were seen that day, the
juvenile being still present on Oct 17.
4. Bewick's Swan: The first two birds of the winter to my knowledge were at the
Dungeness RSPB reserve on Oct 16
5. Brent Goose: First mention of juveniles being seen comes from Brian Fellows who
picked them out in a total of 275 geese off south east Hayling during the Oct 15 WeBS
count. Oct 15 also brought the first report of more than 1000 birds (1235 went west
past Dungeness that day) and on Oct 17 there were more than 1000 in Langstone
Harbour as I saw that number during a cycle ride from the Hayling Oysterbeds down to
the Kench.
6. Egyptian Goose: For those who have to make do with plastic imitations of wild geese
there were 44 Egyptian, 49 Barnacle (+ 2 hybrids), 24 Greylag and 5 Snow Geese
at the Fox Lane, Eversley pits on Hampshire's border with Berkshire on Oct 16
7. Shelduck: My own counts on the Warblington shore east of Langstone give some idea
of the build up of these birds - the first 2 were there on Sep 29 increasing to 6 on Oct 4,
12 on Oct 11 and now 23 on Oct 19
8. Wigeon: These are now pouring in and settling down in winter quarters. Locally Kevin
Stouse saw the first back on the Warblington shore on Oct 14 (a wary flock of 30 which
did not stay). On Oct 15 Brian Fellows had 310 off the south east Hayling shore (with
another 89 across the mouth of Chichester Harbour at Wittering). I found my own first
winter birds on Oct 17 (33 in the Hayling Oysterbeds) and on Oct 18 what may have
been the same birds forming a flock of 38 off the mouth of the Langbrook stream at
Langstone.
9. Mallard: A record count of 134 for the south east Hayling WeBS count sector on Oct
15 may have reflected an arrival of genune wild birds to join our residents
10. Eider: By Oct 15 a male seen off the Lymington marshes shore was already in its
colourful breeding plumage (or nearly so)
11. Goosander: Still no news of genuine winter arrivals but on Oct 16 one was seen to fly
down river into Christchurch Harbour, then back again upstream - presumably further
evidence that birds have stayed in the Avon valley and maybe bred again this summer.
(A single redhead was seen at Christchurch Harbour on July 28 making a similar trip
downstream to the harbour and back, and on Aug 30 a group of five - a family? - which
flew east off Warsash could have come from the Avon valley)
12. Hen Harrier: Following Mike Rafter's sighting of an adult male back in the northern
New Forest on Oct 13 I have been told that on Oct 15 up to five (3 male + 2 ringtails not seen together so maybe some duplication) were around one of their regular winter
roost sites thereabouts. Interestingly Oct 16 brought four reports from other areas
which might indicate that some of our Hen Harriers cross the channel (if so I guess
more come from the continent than go south with the Marsh Harriers). Steven Keen on
the west Hampshire shore near Barton on sea watched a ringtail fly south out to sea,
and there were sightings at both Dungeness and Christchurch Harbour plus one in the
Locks Heath area north of Titchfield.
13. Goshawk: On Oct 16 Bill Marjeram was coming down the Hunts Pond Road from
Locks Heath towards Titchfield when (I think somewhere in the Titchfield
Common/Kite's Croft area) he noticed 50+ Corvids noisly mobbing something - in his
words .. "a bird emerged from the centre, I almost expected a Buzzard but it appeared
to be what I initially thought was a really extra large Sparrow Hawk, diff. flight though,

wings were also wrong, brown back, nicely marked underside, with a hint of a white
area near base of tail, it was unlike any other raptor I had seen, it was being seen
against the still bright sky, it couldn't be a Goshawk, could it?"
Bill goes on .. "It spent at least 1.5 hrs. at the other side of the stubble field giving all the
birds the run around, tried to land a couple of times but it had no chance. Phoned
Haven for assistance, but by time anyone arrived the weather was changing, visibility
deteriorating with wind picking up, of course no one else saw it then. Later I did pick it
up in a tree, sat there for at least half hour, (Juvenile) I think. I did have my scope, that
pretty well clinched it."
14. Osprey: None had been reported since Oct 10 until Derek Hale had one over
Fishbourne beach on the IoW on Oct 17
15. Hobby: On Oct 16 two were seen flying east along the west Hampshire shore at
Barton on sea and a single was still to be seen at Powdermill reservoir to the north of
Hastings.
16. Golden Plover: During the WeBS count at Wittering (mouth of Chichester Harbour) on
Oct 15 a flock of 200 was in fields adjacent to the big carpark, and on Oct 17 the Rye
Harbour flock exceeded 1000 for the first time this autumn,
17. Little Stint: Also during the WeBS count at Wittering on Oct 15 two Little Stint were
recorded in the East Head wader roost (from past experience these may well stay
around through the winter).
18. Temminck's Stint: Barrie Roberts reports a 'probable' sighting of one at Titchfield
Haven on Oct 16 - so far I have seen no confirmation of its presence.
19. Baird's Sandpiper: The bird which arrived on the Lymington Marshes on Sep 29 was
seen by John Clark still there on Aug 16 - this bird has now broken the Hampshire
record for the length of its stay (none of the five previous birds stayed longer than 12
days). It also sets the latest date for one to be seen in the county - the 1986 bird was
previously the latest with a date of Oct 7. A different bird which arrived at the
Dungeness RSPB reserve on Oct 3 was still there on Oct 17.
20. Purple Sandpiper: One was reported to have been at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 17
- this is the sixth report of the species at various places (Sandwich Bay, Dungeness,
Brighton, Christchurch Bay and Portland) this autumn.
21. Dunlin: Passing the Hayling Oysterbeds just before high tide on Oct 17 I estimated
there were some 4000 Dunlin on the outer bund walls, my first sight of them in winter
numbers.
22. Woodcock: Since summer sightings of roding birds ceased there have been no
reports of the species until Oct 15 when one was seen in the north of the New Forest
and this was rapidly followed by a sighting of one at Dungeness on Oct 17. The latter
was almost certainly an early migrant from the continent.
23. Common Sandpiper: These were being reported almost daily through August and
September right up to Oct 8 after which none were reported until I saw one on the
Langstone Harbour shore just off Budds Farm on Oct 18. I suspect that the last migrant
was seen on Oct 8 and that the bird I saw was one which will stay the winter in the
Broadmarsh-Budds Farm area.
24. Ring-billed Gull: The bird at the Gosport Cockle Pond seems to be settling down and
on Oct 16 it stayed around for a whole 50 minutes before doing its vanishing trick.

25. Common Gull: Although these are now a regular sight in the harbours I have yet to
see more than a dozen at a time but on Oct 17 John Shillitoe found a flock of around
1000 mixed with a greater number of Black-headed Gulls in fields east of the Meon
Valley in the Hambledon-Soberton area
26. Terns: Although some may stay the winter the vast majority of the migrants have now
left us - the latest dates I have seen are for single Sandwich Terns on Oct 15 (one in
Langstone Harbour and one in Chichester Harbour), a single Common Tern at
Hook/Warsash on Oct 16, and single Arctic Terns, also on Oct 16, at Hook/Warsash
and Dungeness.
27. Wood Pigeon: These birds seem to have started their large scale autumn movements
on Oct 16 when 1400 passed over Portland Bill, 560 were seen over Christchurch
Harbour and there were 'hundreds about' on the west Hampshire coast at Barton on
sea.
28. Short-eared Owl: In addition to the one already reported at Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 15 George Spraggs tells me that one flew in from the sea to land in the Sandy
Point reserve on Hayling Island on that day. Next day (Oct 16) one was on the West
Sussex shore at Littlehampton West Beach and three were at Portland Bill.
29. Woodlark: Three reports of these were dated Oct 15 (2 at Christchurch Harbour, 2 at
Portland Bill and one at St Catherine's Point, IoW) and on or about the same date Tony
Gutteridge heard one singing as it flew high and straight over the Marden villages north
east of Stansted Forest. Four more reports on Oct 16 were of birds at Romsey (over
north east), Gosport Browndown, Culver Down near Bembridge Foreland (IoW), and of
3 birds at Christchurch Harbour. On Oct 17 five birds went over Dungeness.
30. Skylark: These have been on the move everywhere for some time but a count of 210
over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 16 was above average!
31. Sand Martin: A late single over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 16 was the first reported
since Oct 8. Both Swallows and House Martins are still on the move but generally in
numbers below 100 at a time.
32. Wheatear: Still being seen daily up to at least Oct 18 when I had one on the Langstone
South Moors seawall
33. Ring Ouzel: Oct 16 probably saw the peak of their autumn departure with counts of
more than 24 at Portland and 41 at Christchurch Harbour that day. Between Aug 27
and Oct 17 I have noted 51 reports of this species with a possible total of 185 birds.
34. Fieldfare: Still only nine reports of these coming north from the continent since the first
was seen on Oct 3, and a count of 32 going north over the Testwood Lakes at
Southampton on Oct 16 is the biggest group to date (a report of more than 30 from
Mottisfont further up the Test valley on the same day was probably the same flock).
35. Redwing: The night of Oct 15/16 had a clear sky and many Redwing were heard
moving in the darkness but there were still more than 7339 left to be counted by Ian
Pibworth moving up the Test Valley in the first hours of Oct 16. Several other reports
on the same morning show that the movement was on a broad front (e.g. 500 in the
north west New Forest, 183 at Eatleigh in the Itchen Valley and many on the
Hampshire/Berkshire border at Eversley), strangely it was not recorded in large
numbers at either Portland (130 birds) or Christchurch Harbour (only 48) - maybe the
birds had passed over there during the night.

36. Yellow-browed Warbler: Several more reports of these include one in the Sandy
Point area of Hayling on Oct 15 and one at the IBM Portsmouth site on Oct 16 (exactly
the same date and even the same trees in which one was seen there last year)
37. Bearded Tit: Further indications that these tiny birds are making their annual
marathon flights came on Oct 17 in reports from Rye Harbour of the first arrival there
on that day and from Christchurch Harbour of 'new arrivals being seen in a hedgerow'
(away from a reedbed)
38. Great Grey Shrike: Hampshire's second bird for the winter was seen on Oct 16 high
over the M27 motorway where it crosses the River Test - if it settled it was somewhere
north of the M27
39. Raven: On or around Oct 15 Tony Gutteridge saw one on the north east fringe of
Stansted Forest, and on Oct 16 Mike Cutts was in the Paulsgrove housing estate at the
southern foot of Portsdown when he saw and heard one which settled on a pylon some
400 metres east of the big Paulsgrove Chalk Pit. On Oct 17 four together flew east over
the Tanners Lane area (just east of Lymington) and another two were recorded at
Christchurch Harbour.
40. Chaffinch: On Oct 16 a day total of 1800 Chaffinch and 138 Brambling were seen
flying east over Christchurch Harbour with smaller numbers elsewhere. Also going
over Christchurch Harbour were 2200 Greenfinch and 4200 Goldfinch with 580
Siskin and 2800 Linnet (but only 218 Redpoll!)
41. Crossbill: These have been on the move in small numbers - on Oct 16 two were seen
in woods north of Hastings, one at Dungeness and 31 at Christchurch Harbour.
42. Hawfinch: Following the group of five seen on the Isle of Wight on Oct 15 there were
two more sightings on Oct 16 - four going north west over the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton and another four over Christchurch Harbour.
43. Yellowhammer: Good news at last - after a summer and early autumn with no reports
of more than 8 together anywhere in Hampshire, Dorset, Sussex or the Isle of Wight,
Simon Woolley found a total of 30 in the Cheesfoot Head area east of Winchester - I
assume they had recenlty crossed the channel to reach us,,,,
44. Reed Bunting: 211 went over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 16 (and should be added
to the massive movement detailed above)
45. Corn Bunting: 5 were at Cheesefoot Head with the Yellowhammer noted above these are the very first I have heard of in Hampshire since July 6 and I suspect that
these too were continental birds.
PLANTS
1. October flowerings: The number of different species found in flower since Oct 1 now
stands at 242.
2. Creeping Yellow Cress: One surprise addition to the list was a cluster of these plants
in a neglected flower bed in Havant Park on Oct 17.
3. Field Pennycress: This was still flowering in Penner Road at Havant on Oct 18
4. Musk Mallow: This was also flowering at Broadmarsh on Oct 18
5. Small Flowered Cranesbill: Found in flower on Oct 19 at the side of Warblington Rd
in Emsworth.

6. Restharrow: Still out on Hayling Beachlands on Oct 17
7. Dwarf Spurge: Found in stubble of an arable field at Warblington on Oct 19
8. Cow Parsley: A second case of autumn flowering seen at Nore Barn, Emsworth on
Oct 19
9. Corn Parsley: Still flowering in the old Havant cemetery on Oct 17
10. Cross-leaved Heath and Bell Heather: Both seen at Bartley Heath in north
Hampshire by Peter Vaughan on Oct 15
11. Thrift (Sea Pink): Still flowering on Hayling beach on Oct 17
12. Intermediate Periwinkle: Two flowers on the many plants in a hedge bottom in
Havant on Oct 17 (Greater Periwinkle is also out)
13. Wild Privet: Flowers on a narrow leaved bush (not part of a Privet hedge) beside the
road into Hayling Golf Course seen on Oct 17
14. Vervain: Still just flowering at Penner Road in Havant on Oct 18 (and a 'garden
escape' plant of Slender Vervain still in flower by the Broadmarsh-Farlington cycleway
on Oct 18)
15. Cock's Eggs (Salpichroa origanifolia): A massive show of this flowering on Sinah
Common across Ferry Road from Staunton Avenue on Oct 17
16. Apple of Peru: A garden planted specimen seen on Hayling on Oct 17
17. Pale Toadflax: Still flowering on Sinah Common, Hayling, on Oct 17
18. Field Woundwort: A first for the year for me - many plants flowering in the stubble of
an arable field at Warblington on Oct 19
19. Tansy: Still flowering on south Hayling on Oct 17
20. Chinese Mugwort: Just starting to flower beside the Broadmarsh-Farlington cycleway
on Oct 18
21. Cockspur grass (Echinchloa crus-galli): The variant of this which lines part of Harts
Farm Way road passing Broadmarsh had fresh panicles waving as I cycled past on Oct
18
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Brian Fellows has had one in his Emsworth garden on Oct 17
(and I think he had another there the next day)

o

Small Copper: One was still out on Old Winchester Hill on Oct 15 with another
at Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on the same day.

o

Painted Lady: Fresh specimens were being seen on Oct 15, 16 and 17 at Old
Winchester Hill, the Testwood Lakes and Emsworth respectively. Needless to
say Red Admirals are still being seen everywhere up to Oct 18.

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Perhaps the most welcome recent sightings were of
single Tortoiseshells at Old Winchester Hill on Oct 15 and at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Oct 17.

o

Comma: Less surprising were sightings of these on Oct 15, 16 and 17 (the two
latter dates at Brook Meadow).

o

Speckled Wood: I am sure these are still on the wing, and I think I have seen
one myself this week but not recorded it as it seems have other people!

o

Meadow Brown: Adrian Hoskins still found these on the wing on Oct 15 (six at
Old Winchester Hill) and on Oct 16 (five at Noar Hill). No records set yet as the
last record for 2004 was on Oct 25.

2. Moths:
o

Blair's Shoulder-knot (B&F 2240): I recently reported that Mike Stoneman had
recorded the first for the year with one at Cosham in Portsmouth on Oct 10 but
George Spraggs tells me he had one at his Hayling Island trap on Sep 29 and
has by now logged a total of 107 specimens!

o

Merveille du jour (B&F 2247): The find of one at Portland Bill on Oct 13 has
been well beaten by one taken by George Spraggs on Hayling Island on Oct 9

o

Red-line Quaker (B&F 2263): First for the year was also taken by George
Spraggs on Oct 14

o

Pink-barred Sallow (B&F 2273): Another good record for George Spraggs on
Oct 14 - first for the year and a new species for Hayling Island.

o

Dusky-lemon Sallow (B&F 2275): Also beating the Portland record of Oct 11
George Spraggs had first of the year on Oct 7

o

Clancy's Rustic (B&F 2387a): Although the first for the year was recorded in
Kent on June 24 George Spraggs seems to have had the first for Hampshire on
Sep 27 although he did not know it at the time - the moth he took then was
photographed and remained unidentified until recently (using the photo).

OTHER
1. Fungi: Two easily identifiable species which have recently appeared on the scene are
Volvariella speciosa, found on Oct 15 by Brian Fellows on Hayling grassland (it is
more commonly found on arable fields), and the Weeping Widow, found on Oct 18 on
the top of the mound (old rubbish tip) overlooking Budds Farm pools at Havant.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1610
Tue 18 Oct
A. Langstone South Moors and Broadmarsh
After putting up this week’s posters at the end of Mill Lane I went on west around the
South Moors shore, almost immediately finding flocks of 38 Wigeon and 25 Brent at
the mouth of the Langbrook Stream. A lone Wheatear was still on the sea wall and at
Budds Farm pools I found the Pochard (five of them) which have been there for a
week. There was also a male Gadwall and three Wigeon on the water in addtion to the
normal fare, and a bird flew over silently but by its size and yellow breast and
underparts it could have been a late Yellow Wagtail.
On the sea west of the pools I had my first view of seven Little Grebes on the sea, and
as I was watching them a Kingfisher flew along the shoreline followed by a Common
Sandpiper. Nothing much more in the way of birds until I reached the Chalk Dock end
of the Broadmarsh area where 16 Little Egrets were sitting out the high tide and

among them were what I am sure by their overall dark plumage were my first Rock
Pipits of the winter.
On land in this Chalk Dock area I added flowering Tomato and Opium Poppy to the
list of odd plants by the cycleway, and back at the Broadmarsh end of the cycleway the
Chinese Mugwort had at last begun to flower (and the Slender Vervain was still in
flower). Around the west carpark Musk Mallow, Annual Wallrocket and White
Melilot were still in flower, and the ‘flower beds’ outside the new Penner Road
business premises still had Field Pennycress, Wild Mignonette and Vervain.
Mon 17 Oct
A. Hayling Island west
I was able to get away fairly early this morning to cycle down the west shore of Hayling
Island to The Kench and back, getting my first sight of at least 1000 Brent in
Langstone Harbour and some 4000 Dunlin on the bund walls of the Oysterbeds
shortly before high tide. Another ‘first for the winter’ was the sight of 33 Wigeon in
Oysterbeds north pools.
At the start of my ride the sun had not yet cleared a thick mist, giving an autumnal feet
to the morning which was enhanced by the sight of a big cluster of Sulphur Tuft
fungus on a tree stump beside the Hayling Billy line but the mist was clearing as I
crossed Langstone Bridge and looked down on a couple of Brent Geese that seemed
to have the water to themselves.
Once I reached the Oysterbeds I found there were plenty of other birds - the flock of
Wigeon and several Egrets in the most northerly pools, then the massive display of
Dunlin with some 300 Oystercatchers on the outer walls of the main pools, then a
small group of four Little Grebe in the lagoon followed by a Kingfisher flying low over
the water. As I left the pools ten Brent flew in to land on the main pool, but looking
south into the harbour I could see that there were many more on the water all the way
down to the Kench.
Just after passing the Saltmarsh Lane housing I stopped to check out a flock of gulls in
the shore field which borders North Shore Road and, right in the middle of this field in
which the winter wheat was already several inches high, I saw a handsome Fox curled
up and looking happy in the sun which was now becoming quite warm.
From West Town Station I went straight down Staunton Avenue to Sinah Common,
entering it with a great show of the plant with the strange name of Cock’s Eggs in
flower over much of the grass and lining the hedge of the house on my left with its small
white bells of flowers. Here it was warm enough for the first butterfly of the day - a Red
Admiral - to land on the mass of Ivy flowering on that same hedge.
Other plants still flowering in this area were Tansy, Hedgerow Cranesbill, Sea
Campion, Pale Toadflax, and Thrift. In Links Lane going into the Golf Club I was
surprised to see Privet in flower (and by the narrowness of its leaves I took it to be
Wild Privet). At The Kench the Bladder Senna bush was covered with seed pods but
still had some of its bright yellow flowers, and back in the West Town area one garden
had a planted Apple of Peru plant in flower. Beside the Coastal Path on my way back
I also saw Honeysuckle, Greater Knapweed and Russian Comfrey in flower
After lunch a walk around Havant gave me a few more good plants in flower. In a flower
bed in Havant Park Creeping Yellow Cress was abundant in one place and outside
the Havant Health Centre one or two flowers were out on the Intermediate Periwinkle
which fills the southern hedgerow. Nearing home I found the Corn Parsley still
flowering in the Eastern Road cemetery and nearby Bittersweet was still flowering.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 10 - 16 (WEEK 41)
(Sun1610) Highlights of the latest news below
1. Birds:
o

First Black-throated Diver back on the south coast

o

Another Black-necked Grebe in Langstone Harbour.

o

Bitterns starting to arrive on the south coast

o

Pheasant swimming in Shoreham Harbour

o

Little Gull at Budds Farm in Langstone Harbour

o

Penduline Tit at Beachy Head

o

Massive numbers of Goldfinch on the move

o

First Snow Bunting of the winter on the south coast

2. Plants
:
o

Rough Mallow and Sickle Medick flowering at Portsmouth

o

Sand Lucerne and Chicory still flowering at Portchester

o

Changing Forget-me-not and Primrose flowering as if it were spring

o

Rayed form of Groundsel refound on arable fields at Warblington

3. Insects
:
o

Purple Emperor wakes from the dead in Sussex

o

Seven sightings of trans-Altantic Monarch butterflies

o

Five new moths for the year including Merveille du jour

o

Goat moth caterpillar seen near Hastings

4. Other
:
o

Fungal finds include Fly Agaric, Hericium erinacium and Ramaria botrytis

A. Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1210
BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: A group of five had reached Portland Bill by Oct 14
2. Black-throated Diver: The first on the south coast since the end of May was seen off
Dungeness on Oct 14

3. Red-necked Grebe: One was seen around the Isle of Wight between Sep 29 and Oct
2 but not since. A new bird was seen off Dungeness on Oct 14
4. Slavonian Grebe: The third report of one for this autumn comes from Rye Bay on Oct
11
5. Black-necked Grebe: One was in Langstone Harbour off the South Moors shore on
Oct 14 (where there had been one previous sighting on Oct 7)
6. Bittern: One appeared at the Pett Level pools (on the shore of Rye Bay) on Oct 9 and
was seen again there on the next evening. Another was seen at the Warnham Mill
Pond (at Horsham) on Oct 11 and there have been sightings in the Kent Stour Valley
on Oct 12, 13 and 15 (three birds on the last day).
7. Little Egret: I attempted to count the Egrets coming to roost at Langstone Pond on the
evening of Oct 15. None were there until sunset and then those coming in seemed very
wary (flying over high to look down on the roost and taking a long time to pluck up
courage to go into the trees - at least two birds took a look and flew off south). When
around 60 had entered the trees something spooked them and there was a
magnificent show of them milling around above the trees as others were coming in - at
this point I lost count and went home! Maybe they are on the point of abandoning this
roost so watch out for them elsewhere!
8. Pink-foot Goose: I have already reported the arrival of 19 in Kent on Sep 17. I have
heard no more of any there but by the week ending Oct 8 there were plenty in north
Norfolk - the Petersfield Wildlife Group had a day total of 4350 birds somewhere there
on one day of that week.
9. Canada Goose: In the past a 'white goose' has acted as a marker in a flock of Canada
Geese and been assumed to be the leucistic Canada that has been in south east
Hampshire for some time but at the moment I am confused by the reports I am seeing.
Currently Richard Carpenter tells me that the flock of 300 or more Canadas based at
Titchfield Haven often has two white geese with it - is one the leucistic bird and the
other a Snow Goose? And what was the 'white bird' seen by Tom Bickerton among the
Canadas at Farlington Marshes on Oct 12?
10. Brent Goose: In the past the first migrants have normally been wary of coming too
close to human activity and have stayed in the south of Langstone Harbour for some
time after arriving but they seem to have lost this fear in recent years. I see that last
year the first small groups were in the north of Langstone Harbour, and off Langstone
village in Chichester Harbour, by Oct 10 and this year, despite being a little later in
arriving, Kevin Stouse saw 6 in the Langstone village area on Oct 14 and I saw a flock
of 15 birds in flight over Langstone Bridge on Oct 15.
11. Shelduck: The continuing build up of Sheldcuk numbers continues - I have no idea
how many there may be in Langstone Harbour but on the Warblington shore east of
Langstone there were at least 13 on Oct 15
12. Wigeon: The first report of Wigeon back on the Warblington shore comes from Kevin
Stouse who saw more than 30 there on Oct 14 but they did not stay and none have yet
been reported on the South Moors/Budds Farm shore west of Langstone (though there
has been a flock of around 300 in Portsmouth Harbour)
13. Garganey: What may have been the last of the year on the south coast was seen in
the Kent Stour valley on Oct 11
14. Eider: Richard Carpenter tells me the highest count off Titchfield Haven so far this
autumn has been 52 sometime in early October but the count on Oct 14 was just 47.

15. Red-breasted Merganser: Despite a misprint of 11 for 1 on last week's Nature Notes
poster for the Havant area the highest count so far is only 5 seen in Cams Bay
(Fareham Creek) on Oct 13 but there have now been reports of them at six different
locations along the south coast, including one in the north of Langstone Harbour on
Oct 14.
16. Marsh Harrier: Following Kevin Stouse's sighting of one at Titchfield Haven on Oct 9
Jane Humphry has also seen one there on Oct 14 (and on that day one was seen to fly
south out to sea from Dungeness).
17. Hen Harrier: The first Hampshire sighting for this autumn was made by Mike Rafter in
the northern New Forest on Oct 13
18. Merlin: On Oct 12 Tom Bickerton saw a female (and possibly also a male) in the north
west corner of Langstone Harbour and on Oct 14 Richard Carpenter saw one in the
Brownwich area west of Titchfield Haven. These are the ninth and tenth reports of
Merlin in Hampshire this autumn that I am aware of (out of 87 reports along the whole
of the south coast)
19. Hobby: Most will have left by now and the latest sightings I am aware of are of one at
Titchfield Haven on Oct 14 and a couple on the Isle of Wight on Oct 11.
20. Quail: One was flushed in fields on Portland Bill on Oct 15
21. Pheasant: You may remember the strange report of a Red-legged Partridge landing in
the Solent near Lymington on Sep 11, swimming about for five minutes then coming
ashore, shaking its feathers and flying off. Now comes a story of a Pheasant swimming
in Shoreham Harbour on Oct 11 and having more of a problem getting out onto the
harbour wall but if I read the various accounts of this event right the bird did get out and
sit on the wall (or maybe the A259 road?) looking very bedraggled, only to dive back in
as if determined to end its sorrows.
22. Golden Plover: Reports are now coming in from all over the south coast including a
flock of 48 seen in a field of winter wheat on Round Hill at Steyning to the north of
Worthing on Oct 14 and a flock of 125 at Keyhaven (Lymington) on Oct 15
23. Knot: During their trip to north Norfolk in the first week of October the Petersfield
Wildlife Group had a total count of 5060 Knot on one day.
24. Curlew Sandpiper: One was still at Farlington Marshes on Oct 15, seen by Robert
Watson
25. Purple Sandpiper: None on the Hampshire shores yet but one was at Dungeness on
Oct 13 (and in Sept some were at Brighton and Porltand Bill)
26. Jack Snipe: One was at Portland Bill on Oct 11
27. Bar-tailed Godwit: The flock on the shore east of Langstone village was still there on
Oct 14 when Kevin Stouse saw more than 120 birds.
28. Spotted Redshank: Two were at Farlington Marshes lake on Oct 15
29. Little Gull: On Oct 14 Kevin Stouse saw a first winter bird at Budds Farm (the first in
Langstone Harbour this winter)
30. Ring-billed Gull: The adult at the Gosport Cockle Pond seems to be settling down
there but is still elusive. On Oct 11 Peter Raby watched it for 20 minutes.

31. Herring Gull: On Oct 15 Derek Hale saw an 'all white large gull’ (either albino
Herring Gull or Iceland Gull) flying east near Bembridge Foreland on the IoW
32. Great Black-back Gull: More than 200 were off the Warblington shore east of
Langstone on the evening of Oct 13, just part of the very large pre-roost assembly of
gulls that can be seen there on evenings at this time of year when the tide is out.
33. Kittiwake: The first significant report of these for the south coast this autumn was of 72
at Dungeness on Oct 14.
34. Sandwich Tern: Numbers are now rapidly dwindling. On 11 Oct 18 were in Rye Bay,
on 12 Oct 12 were off Christchurch Harbour, on 13 Oct there were still a few in Rye
Bay, on 14 Oct Kevin Stouse had 3 off Langstone village and one or two were off Ryde
(IoW) and the latest report is of a single in Langstone Harbour on Oct 15
35. Common Tern: The last reports I have seen were date Oct 12 from Brighton and
Christchurch Harbour (one or two birds)
36. Arctic Tern: Two were still fishing off Dungeness on Oct 14
37. Turtle Dove: A late bird was at Portland on Oct 14
38. Long-eared Owl: Two more reports of birds that have, I think, flown in from the
continent: one was at Portland on Oct 13 and another was hunting after dark at
Dungeness on Oct 14
39. Short-eared Owl: Similar reports of this species come from Portland on Oct 12,
Dungeness (seen flying in off the sea) on Oct 14, and one spending part of Oct 15
hunting over Christchurch Harbour
40. Wryneck: What seemed to be the last of the departing birds was at Folkestone in Kent
on Oct 2 but now comes a report dated Oct 15 of one in the Farlington Marshes area if I read it correctly the bird was on the west shore of Langstone Harbour across the
water from Farlington Marshes in the stretch between Kendalls Wharf (described as a
'gravel dump') and the Eastern Road bridge over Portscreek (described as 'bridge over
channel'). Surely it couldn't have been identified with a scope looking from Farlington
Marshes? and it seems unlikely that a birder would have been on this stretch of shore?
41. Woodlark: More reports of birds at the coast. One was at Portland on Oct 11 and on
Oct 15 there was a sighting near St Catherine's Point (IoW) plus 2 birds at Portland and
2 birds at Christchurch Harbour.
42. Richard's Pipit: The eighth and ninth reports for this autumn come from Portland on
Oct 13 and Christchurch Harbour on Oct 14
43. Yellow Wagtail: Two reports on Oct 14 and two on Oct 15 show these have not all left
yet
44. Stonechat: 50 were counted at Portland Bill on Oct 14 (plus 50 Wheatears)
45. Ring Ouzel: On Oct 14 one was at Brooklands in Worthing, three were on Culver
Down near Bembridge Foreland (IoW) and two were at Portland.
46. Reed Warbler: A late bird was at Portland on Oct 14
47. Garden Warbler: A late bird was on the IoW on Oct 9
48. Willow Warbler: A late bird was at Portland on Oct 12

49. Penduline Tit: A male was seen in the Beachy Head area on Oct 11 - first and only
report for the year.
50. Goldfinch: A vast number have been on the move in the past week or so. Since the
start of October I have seen 56 reports and if we add up the numbers from all these
reports we get 42661 birds. 12,400 of these were seen at Dungeness on Oct 14 setting
a new record for the observatory. Many other finches have also been on the move in
large numbers, especially Siskin and Linnet.
51. Hawfinch: On Oct 15 one flew over Portland Bill and five were seen near the
Bembridge Foreland (IoW)
52. Lapland Bunting: Four were seen at Dungeness on Oct 14 and another went over the
Pett Level pools near Hastings that day while Oct 15 brought another sighting from the
Isle of Wight
53. Snow Bunting: First of the winter was seen near St Catherine's Point on the IoW on
Oct 15
54. Yellowhammer: Looking through all my reports since the beginning of June the
highest counts I can find are two reports each of just 8 birds anywhere on the south
coast. This lack of them here is brought into focus by the Petersfield Wildlife Group
which went ot north Norfolk for the first week in October and had a total of 40 there on
one day.
55. Reed Bunting: On Oct 14 there were 210 seen at Christchurch Harbour
PLANTS
1. Rough Mallow (Althaea hirsuta): This is a very rare species as a native plant and it
was probably introduced to the IBM Portsmouth site around 1980 but it has survived
there for 25 years with no care and attention on a steep bank facing south at the lake
edge. This summer I could not see any plants among the other vegetation on the bank
but on Oct 15 I saw many plants (50+) and three of them had newly opening flowers.
2. Sickle Medick: Another non-native of Hampshire which was discovered a couple of
years ago by the side of the old A3 London Road climbing the southern side of
Portsdown is still flourishing. On Oct 15 the bushy cluster of plants was covered with
flowers (but had none of the distinctive sickle shaped seed pods that I could see)
3. Sand Lucerne: This has been present on the sea wall at Castle Shore in Portchester
for several years and on Oct 14 the variously coloured flowers could still be seen,
though well past their best.
4. Burnet Saxifrage: Still flowering on Portsdown Hill on Oct 15
5. Primrose: Not a newly planted 'bedding plant' but a relic of many years if 'feral living' at
the edge of the main reception lake at the IBM Portsmouth site - one was surprisingly
in flower on Oct 15
6. Germander Speedwell: Several plants in flower in different parts of Stansted Forest
on Oct 14 (principally in the Lavant 'flood plain' area of The Sling)
7. Wild Thyme: A single plant in flower on Portsdown on Oct 15
8. Common Calamint: The large cluster of plants at the IBM Portsmouth site were nearly
all dead on Oct 15 but one young plant on the fringe was still fresh and in flower.

9. Changing Forget-me-not: A large cluster of fresh plants was just starting to flower on
one of the canal banks at the IBM Portsmouth site on Oct 15
10. Harebell: Still flowering on Portsdown on Oct 15
11. Groundsel: On Oct 13 Brian Fellows found many plants of the unusual form with
'rayed flowers' in the large arable field beside the footpath from Warblington Church
to Emsworth (where they had first been noticed in 2003)
12. Ploughman's Spikenard: A late plant was still flowering at the IBM Portsmouth site on
Oct 15
13. Blue Fleabane: Hundreds of freshly flowering plants seen at IBM on Oct 15
14. Thistles: Both Marsh and Welted Thistles were still flowering this week
15. Chicory: There was a great show of this with many fresh flowers on many plants at
Castle Shore in Portchester on Oct 14
16. Black Bryony: A surprise late flowering on one plant in Stansted Forest on Oct 14
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Common Blue: I have not seen any reports of these since Oct 2 but on Oct 15,
when I was walking around the IBM Portsmouth site in bright sunshine what
appeared to be a male flew from under my feet in a place where I have often
seen them earlier but 'vanished' before I could confirm its identity (I can't think
what else it might have been).

o

Purple Emperor: A far more unusual sighting for Oct 9 was reported on the
Sussex Ornithological Soc website by David Geoghegan. David wrote .. "In
open woodland near Wiston, late morning, unbelievably, a Purple Emperor
butterfly, in fllight around me, at site where observed in July this year, and last
year.... beautiful warm weather at the time." Wiston is a tiny village west of the
A24 coming north from Worthing, and north of the A283 between Storrington
and Steyning. My own guess is that this butterfly had gone to rest in some
sheltered place at the end of its normal flight period and entered the state which
gets our hibernating butterflies through the winter but (like some of our
hibernators) had been roused by warmth before the winter was over. If so
maybe global warming will bring us successful hibernating Emperors (and
others).

o

Monarch: Following the two sightings which I have already reported (Sep 28 in
Channel Isles and Sep 29 near Beachy Head) I have seen five more reports on
Steve Nash's Migrant Moth website. On Oct 1 there was one at Studland in
Dorset, on Oct 4 one in Cornwall, on Oct 5 both one in Wales and another at
Land's End, and on Oct 7 rangers at the Durlston Country Park in Dorset found
the wing of one (perhaps the rest of it had been taken by a Hobby?). Since then
several people have seen one at Titchfield Haven on Oct 13.

2. Moths: Five new species for my yearlist
o

Uresiphita polygonalis (B&F 1369): This rare Pyralid came to a moth trap run
by A. Jafkins in Lovedean (Waterlooville) on the night of Oct 12.

o

Blair's Shoulder-knot (B&F 2240): The first report of the year (at an
appropriate date for the species) is also local to the Havant area, coming from
Mike Stoneman in Cosham (Portsmouth) on Oct 10

o

Merveille du jour (B&F 2247): One taken at Portland Bill on Oct 13 was not
only the first for the year in my records but a first ever for Portland.

o

Flame Brocade (B&F 2251): Yet another for the Havant area, the first of these
for the year was taken on south Hayling on Oct 12 (No name given - was it Andy
Johnson or George Spraggs?)

o

Dusky-lemon Sallow (B&F 2275): Although this is normally on the wing from
Aug to Oct a find at Portland on Oct 11 seems to be a first for the year.

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: And still they come... One was at Portland on Oct
11 and two were there on Oct 12 before Steve Keen had one in New Milton near
the south west Hampshire shore on Oct 15

o

Goat Moth larva: A large caterpillar (the size of a man's forefinger) was seen
crossing a path in the Northiam area (Rother Valley west of Rye in East Sussex)
by Patrick Roper on Oct 9. This insect is now a rarity and this one may have
been doomed as, although it seemed to be full grown and I initially assumed it
was heading from somewhere to pupate, my caterpillar book says that these
caterpillars (which can spend up to four years munching the hardwood in some
tree trunk) pupate in April to emerge as moths in June. If one has got its clock
out of synch and it pupates now to become a moth in November or December it
is unlikely to find a mate... Be that as it may Patrick tells me something that I did
not know - the goatlike smell of these caterpillars attracts other insects (a
particular set of beetle and fly species) to the tree where the caterpillar is
ensconced - for what purpose I know not!

3. Other Insects:
o

Volucella zonaria hoverfly: One in Richard Carpenter's Hill Head garden near
Titchfield on Oct 8 was a late record.

OTHER
1. Fungi: This week has brought a great outburst of fungi starting last weekend (Oct 8)
when the Havant Wildlife Group visited the Langstone South Moors and found both
Horse Mushrooms and the rarer Lepiota leucothites (which has since been found
on fields at Warblington). They also found Giant Puffballs nearby and John Gowen
has since then found Bell-shaped Mottlegill and its cousin Paneolus semiovatus on
dung at the South Moors plus a troop of more than 100 Shaggy Inkcaps or Lawyer's
Wigs..
In my Havant garden Hygrocybe ceracea has added more colour to my lawn where
Parrot and Meadow Waxcaps had already appeared.
On Oct 13, when walking his dogs in the New Forest, Maurice Pugh found at least 16
different species including the Tooth Fungus Hericium erinaceum, Ramaria
botrytis, a few Hedgehog fungi (Hydnum repandum), Oyster Mushrooms, and
several Fly Agaric (but only one Blusher). Also on his list was a Beefsteak Fungus,
an Orange Birch Bolete, and many Orange Flame Caps with commoner species that
we all have a chance of seening soon - Sulphur Tuft, Candle-snuff Fungus,
Common Earth-balls and Glistening Ink-caps.

On Oct 14 I took a walk in the west of Stansted Forest starting from Rowlands Castle
and found a great display of Parasol Mushrooms (particularly up the Broad Avenue)
and special show of many tufts of Golden Spindles near the junction of the Broad and
Rough Avenues. Later I found a fallen branch covered with Porcelain Fungus.
On Oct 15, walking round the Portsmouth IBM site, I came on the poisonous Brown
Rollrims and a great troop of similarly sized toadstools which I think must have been
Soap Tricholoma (though they had little of no smell). Out on the grass near the lake
with Monterey Pines growing near them were many largish boletes with bright yellow
pores and khaki caps which have been coming up there for years and which I have
never been sure how to name but last year I was told they were probably Slippery
Jack (Suillus luteus). Elsewhere on the grass near the lake I gathered some fresh
Field Mushrooms (but avoided the highly poisonous Clitocybe dealbata which was
also present). After leaving the IBM site I stopped off on Portsdown Hill and found a
pretty show of Stropharia aurantiaca.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1210
Sat 15 Oct
A. IBM Portsmouth site and Portsdown Hill
I was at the IBM North Harbour site at Portsmouth in the morning to count the birds on
the lake for the monthly national census of shore birds and wildfowl but found few birds
to count. Even the Canada Geese had deserted the lake, though three flew in and
settled on the water while I was there, and now that the rubbish tip across the
motorway is closed there are no gulls using the water for bathing and drinking. Three
Cormorants and three Herons were present with 43 Mallard, 14 Moorhen and 11
Coot plus 4 Little and 1 or 2 Great Crested Grebes. The only sign of the returning
wildfowl which are now filling the harbours was a ‘spring’ of five Teal.
One aspect of autumn that had not changed was the appearance of mushrooms and
toadstools. I was able to gather a few fresh Field Mushrooms and to avoid at least two
poisonous species - Brown Rollrim and Clitocybe dealbata - while enjoying the sight
of several others. Near planted Monterey Pines in the lakeside grass there was a good
show of a big boletus species which appears here each autumn and is called ‘Slippery
Jack’ because the top of the cap is very greasy, and by one of the canals which drain
this below sealevel site I came on a massive troop of large gilled fungi which I am
pretty sure were Soap Tricholoma (though I could not detect any smell of soap).
Less normal for mid October were the wild flowers still out - one of the first to catch my
attention was Changing-forget-me-not which normally is one of the first to flower in
spring and the plants clearly thought that spring had arrived as a whole swathe of new
plants had grown up and were just starting to flower. Another confused plant was a
single Primrose flowering at the edge of the small lake near the main reception
entrance - it had not been recently planted and was struggling to exist among weeds.
Another plant which normally thrives here in the autumn and can often be found in
December is Blue Fleabane and this was really enjoying the weather and flowering
everywhere.
The most exciting botanic find was made on the steep bank of the main lake close to
where the ‘Archimedes screw’ takes water from the main lake and raises it to the
higher main reception lake (which acts as a header tank to keep the circulation going in
the drainage canals). The plant found here, Rough Mallow (Althaea hirsuta) is one of
a set which must have been deliberately introduced as wildflower seed between 1976
and the mid-80s when the landscape around the buildings was a barren plain of dried,
salt laden harbour mud and shingle on which little or nothing would grow. As it is not

native to Hampshire and was ‘introduced’ its presence is scorned by botanists but I
think that after 25 years during which it has survived with no specific gardeners care it
should be recognised as a ‘survivor’.
Earlier this summer, when the plant should have been flowering, I could see no sign of
it but the recent invasion of hundreds of Canada Geese has meant that the bank where
it grows has been stripped of most green plants to reveal the ground-hugging Mallow
plants with their unappetising leathery dark blue-green leaves, and now that the
Canada Geese have departed the plants (more than fifty) have started to open rather
delicate small lilac pink flowers held in very bristly calyces.
On my way home I stopped at the top of Portsdown to see what other flowers I could
find and added Burnet Saxifrage, Harebell and Wild Thyme to my list as well as the
unique Sickle Medick plant (the only one in Hampshire so far as I know) which is still
covered with its flowers (but surprisingly had no seed pods on show). One unexpected
discovery while here was of small wild plum fruit in the southern fringe of the dense
treee/shrub barrier separating the isolated houses at the extreme end of East Cosham
Road from the open grassland around this area (marked as Collyer’s Pit on the OS
Map). I am familiar with the fruit of the Cherry Plum trees but this fruit was much
smaller, only just bigger than the Sloes now seen on Blackthorn, and was mainly
greenish in colour.
Also present on this grassland was another distinctive toadstool called Stropharia
aurantiaca.
In the evening I made one further outing to see if I could get a count of the Egrets
roosting at Langstone Mill Pond. On previous visits I have always found some birds in
the roost before I get there and the birds have started to come in well before sunset so
I was planning to be there about an hour before sunset to get the most complete count
I could. As usual, however, I was behind schedule and only arrived half an hour before
sunset to find no sign of any birds in the roost or arriving until ten minutes before
sunset.
Another difference was that, unlike previous visits when the birds have flown straight in
without hesitation, all the birds arrived at a higher altitude than usual and were very
hesitant about entering the trees (two flew away south after circling over the trees).
When my count was nearing 60 something spooked the birds which had settled and
they all rose up into the air to mill around over the trees and counting became
impossible with the birds going in all directions and being joined by others coming in
from several directions. At least I had a safe roost for the night so I headed back to it
and left the birds to their own devices but I was left wondering if the Egrets would
continue to use this roost or would find another.
Wed 12 Oct
(Wed1210) Highlights of the latest news below
1. Birds:
o

First Bittern at a south coast wintering site (Pett Level pools)

o

First Common Crane of the year flying south over Portland

o

First sighting of a Golden Plover flock on the Langstone/Northney shore

o

Ring-billed Gull
- maybe back for the winter but not yet settled at Gosport

o

Last Swift of the year (?) seen at Hook/Warsash

o

Water Pipit

o

Five rare warblers in the news - Greenish, Arctic, Pallas's, Radde's and
Dusky

- first of the winter back on the south coast

2. Plants
:
o

Shaggy Soldier
found in Leigh Park

3. Insects
:
o

Two sightings of third brood Wall Browns

o

Two interesting moth caterpillars - Pale Tussock and Beautiful Hook-tip

4. Other:
o

A Meadow Waxcap fungus on my lawn

A. Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0910
BIRDS
1. Bittern: The first of the winter to appear in the Hastings/Rye area was seen by Cliff
Dean at the Pett Level pools on the evening of Oct 9 (thanks to a Crow drawing
attention to its presence) and again the next evening
2. Great White Egret?: An anonymous report of two on the shore by the Hill Head sailing
club near Titchfield Haven at midday on Oct 10 was received by some with scepticism
(I remember being at Pagham Harbour in the early days of the Little Eget invasion of
Britain being confidently told that the birds which I was looking at were all Great White
Egrets by a person who knew as he had lived for years in India!) but this report
received some support from Peter Raby who was driving along the shore road at Lee
on the Solent and saw (at a distance of over 2 km) two large Egrets flying with slow
wing beats across the Solent from Hill Head towards the Isle of Wight. Peter is making
no claim as to their identity but now greatly regets that he did not stop and have a good
look.
3. Canada Goose: On Oct 9 when Kevin Stouse was leading a HOS walk around the
periphery of Titchfield Haven he had a distant few of the Canada Goose flock there and
saw the 'albino' bird among them. This apparently all white bird has been seen
intermittently in the south east Hampshire area since the autumn of 2002 but this year
there have only been two earlier reports of it (at Titchfield Haven on May 25 and on the
Portsmouth IBM Lake on Aug 16).
4. Snow Goose: On the same walk Kevin reports seeing a gaggle of geese flying over
Titchfield Haven which he took to be 5 Barnacle Geese and one Snow Goose and
assumed these were the remainder of the 'Baffins Gang'. However there has been no
report of a Snow Goose at Baffins Pond since 17 May 2004 (and the latest count of
Barnacles at Baffins on Oct 5 was seven - though there have been only 5 or 6 there
throughout most of the year). Just possibly the reported Snow Goose was the hybrid

(which I have never seen but imagine to be more or less all white as it was once
reported to be somewhat like a Bar-Headed Goose) but if not maybe there is a rival
'gang' of feral layabouts in the area and we can expect a 'turf war'.
5. Shelduck: On Oct 11 there were at least 12 back on the Warblington shore east of
Langstone (where there had been only 6 on Oct 4)
6. Marsh Harrier: One was seen by Kevin Stouse over Titchfield Haven on Oct 9 (the first
seen there since isolated sightings of singles on Aug 3 and Sep 4)
7. Osprey: I think the majority of the passage birds have now left Britain - since Sep 28 I
have only seen two reports - on over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8 and another
sighting of a bird at Thornham Marshes on Thorney Island on Oct 9 (where it was also
seen on Oct 8 suggesting that it has been there ever since Sep 18 or earlier). As up to
three birds have been seen there this autumn it is not clear how long any one individual
has stayed, and it could be that the bird now there is the one that was seen as early as
Aug 28 in the nearby Emsworth Channel of Chichester Harbour)
8. Hobby: These are still being seen more or less daily but I was pleased to see one for
myself in Havant Thicket on Oct 10 - it was a dark backed adult which flew low from
tree to tree over the heathland now more or less cleared of trees prior to replanting in
December.
9. Grey Partridge: A sighting of 47 crossing a ploughed field near Round Hill (Worthing
area) on Oct 8 sounds to me like a batch of recently released birds.
10. Common Crane: The first report I have heard of during this year comes from Portland
Bill on Oct 10 - sadly the bird was flying south so we are unlikely to see it again but it
has left its photo on the Portland website.
11. Golden Plover: On Oct 11 when I was on the Warblington shore scanning Bar-tailed
Godwits I happened to notice a flock which I estimated to have about 100 Golden
Plover flying in and settling on the north Hayling shore - this is the first return to the
Langstone village area for the winter that I am aware of.
12. Baird's Sandpiper: The bird which arrived at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Oct 3
was still there on Oct 10 and the Lymington marshes bird (which arrived on Sep 29)
was also still at the Fishtail lagoon on Oct 10.
13. Bar-tailed Godwit: I saw around 100 on the Warblington shore east of Langstone on
Oct 11 with 32 Black-tails there and another 20 or more in the Nore Barn area (west
end of Emsworth shore)
14. Spotted Redshank: A report of two of these at Pagham Harbour on Oct 9 solves a
puzzle that I have had for over a month during which I have seen several reports of
mud feeding birds such as Curlew Sandpiper being seen on the Long Pool at
Sidlesham - I have always known this pool as full of water and unlikely to attract birds
other than those which swim or skulk in the fringing vegetation but the current report of
the Spotted Redshanks refers to the 'partly dried Long Pool'.
15. Redshank: In early August Brian Fellows noted 2 Redshank in Emsworth Harbour, on
Sep 22 he had 70 birds and now on Oct 10 he has 142 (but still no big flock of Dunlin),
Also present on Oct 10 were 9 Greenshank.
16. Long-tailed Skua: Two juveniles were at Dungeness on Oct 8 (and one on Oct 10)
17. Ring-billed Gull: One (an adult) was seen in Haslar Lake at Gosport, close to the
'Cockle Pond' where Peter Raby saw it very briefly on Oct 10. Peter also says that he

has seen it there some four times during the past week but does not give a first date
which I suspect was earlier than Ian's sighting on Oct 10. Whether or not this is the
same bird that Ian saw at Gilkicker Point on Aug 27 (and which he described as a
second-winter, not adult, bird) remains unresolved. I suspect that the adult is the bird
that has been a regular sight at the Gosport Cockle Pond since the winter of 2003.
18. Collared Dove: Whether or not they are cross Channel migrants or local birds having
a late holiday get-together in the stubble fields Trevor Carpenter's recent sighting of a
flock of 175+ in fields south of Fareham has been followed with a similar but very small
flock of 13 birds perched on a dead tree at Langstone pond on Oct 11. As I have not
seen any mention of the species from the coastal bird observatories I am still assuming
these are relatively local birds (perhaps mainly this year's young with as yet no fixed
abode of their own?)
19. Barn Owl: The birds which hunt the Prinsted-Nutbourne shore fields in the late
afternoon, well before dusk, are still to be seen but Brendan Murtagh tells me they are
increasingly becoming targets of abuse from other birds in the area - even the odd
passing seagull!
20. Swift: On Oct 10 one spent 35 minutes feeding with Swallows over the Scrape pool at
Hook/Warsash. Previous 'latest sightings' this autumn have been on Sep 17 and 21,
and Oct 2 - will this be the last of the year?
21. Woodlark: Two over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 9 (first to be seen there this year)
were further evidence of these birds moving to coastal sites for the winter.
22. Skylark: The flow of incoming birds from the continent seems to be increasing with
counts of 41 at Christchurch Harbour and 68 near St Catherine's Point on the IoW,
both on Oct 9
23. Water Pipit: Other than a report of a single bird in the Kent Stour Valley on Sep 10 the
first of the autumn along the south coast seems to have been seen by Kevin Stouse
and his HOS walk party in the Titchfield Haven area on Oct 9. Another single bird was
at Christchurch Harbour on the same day. These were birds that have presumably just
flown in from the Alps or other European mountains.
24. Pied Wagtail: The first mention of a winter night roost flock comes from Roffey near
Horsham in Sussex where 50 birds were seen assembling at a garage on the evening
of Oct 6. Garages seem to be a popular night venue for these birds - maybe the
combination of a car wash and dense shrubbery planted around it is just what the birds
like if they cannot find the even more preferred lagged hot pipes around a big industrial
complex or power station.
25. Robin: Dungeness reported an impressive count of 300 Robins on Oct 6 as
continental immigrants arrived there
26. Black Redstart: There has been a surge of 14 reports of these in the period from Oct
6 to 11 from sites all along the coast from Dungeness through Beachy Head, the IoW
and Christchurch Harbour to Portland. So far none from Hampshire.
27. Ring Ouzel: A count of 20 at Dungeness on Oct 6 was by far the highest site day total
of the autumn and that day seems to have marked an intensification of their exodus
with 2 at Sandy Point that day and a total of 14 reports for the Oct 6 to 11 period
against 20 reports from Aug 27 to Oct 5.
28. Blackbird: Oct 6 also marked a peak in the incoming volume of Blackbirds with a
count of 150 at Dungeness against a previous maximum of 50 birds in any one report.

The same day also brought peak counts of Song Thrush (350) and Redwing (85) at
Dungeness with 10 Fieldfares.
29. Dartford Warbler: The days since Oct 6 have also brought an increase in sightings of
these and observations of the birds singing (perhaps resident individuals defending
their territories against a flood of youngsters on the move in search of places to
esatablish themselves).
30. Greenish Warbler: One was seen by several birders at Beachy Head on Oct 8 (and I
think was still there on Oct 9). This seems to have been only the third record of the
species in Sussex (it has never been seen in Hampshire). I read that it is a vagrant
from eastern Europe or Asia and looks like a pale Chiffchaff but has a 'penetrating
chee-wee' call and (if found in the early summer) a song described as a 'short, high,
shrill phrase full of saliva'.
31. Arctic Warbler: One which was seen well at Portland on Oct 9 and 10 was only the
second ever to be recorded there. There are four good photos of it on the Portland
website. This species breeds in birch scrub around the arctic fringe in Europe, Asia
and Alaska and winters in south east Asia - perhaps it is trying to avoid any future
disasters in Indonesia with memories of the tsunami fresh in its mind? This one is said
to reveal its presence with a 'husky tssik' or a 'hoarse tswee-ip'.
32. Pallas's Warbler: Perhaps slightly better known to the average birder than the
previous two vagrants, the first Pallas's Warbler of the autumn was at Portland on Oct
11. This species should be identifiable in the field by its Goldcrest/Firecrest size with
both a clear yellow supercilium (above a black stripe through the eye) and a 'central
parting' of a crown stripe in the same colour. The notes given for this are both a shrill
'sweep' (but not 'sooty') and a 'choo-ee'
33. Yellow-browed Warbler: I have lost count of the number of this species that have
been seen around the south coast this autumn since the first arrived at Portland on
Sep 17 but I now have 20 reports in my database. 11 are from Dorset, 3 from
Hampshire (including the Wittering Road bird on south Hayling last reported on Oct 7
but quite likely still around), 3 from Sussex, 2 from Kent (both Dungeness) and 1 from
the Isle of Wight at Alum Bay on Oct 8 (the day on which Portland had 5 different birds
present).
34. Radde's Warbler: One of the rarer vagrant warblers. A second for the autumn was
caught by ringers at Portland Bill on Oct 10 (three days after the first appeared at
Sandwich Bay where it was also caught and ringed so we know these two birds were
different individuals). This is another bird that normally winters in south east Asia and
breeds in Siberia among rank undergrowth near water and you are likely to see it near
the ground rather than in trees. It is said to have a soft 'tchwit' call and a harder 'tchwik'
or when roused a 'chirp trok-trok'
35. Dusky Warbler: Sussex has had what I think is only its fourth record of this species
with one around the Littlehampton Golf Gorse (west bank of the mouth of the R Arun)
on Oct 7. I suspect there have been more records of this species in Kent and that
county added one to their list with a find at Dungeness on Oct 8. Hampshire does not
have this species nor Greenish, Arctic, or Radde's on its county list.
36. Willow Warbler: The supply of Willow Warblers seemed to have been exhausted by
Sep 24 but since then there have been reports of single birds at Dungeness on Oct 1,
Titchfield Haven (Kevin Stouse et al) on Oct 9 and Christchurch Harbour on Oct 11

37. Firecrest: The continental invasion of Dungeness on Oct 6 included 10 Firecrests and
there were 5 at Portland on Oct 7 but so far I have not heard of any small flocks that
have settled down locally (as they sometimes do in the Church Norton area)
38. Spotted Flycatcher: As with Willow Warblers the last of the regular exodus was a
group of 3 on the Isle of Wight on Sep 25 but since then there have been four reports,
all from Portland Bill on Oct 6, 8 and two separate birds on Oct 9.
39. Coal Tit: The count of these arriving from Europe seems to have reached a peak with
100 reported from Dungeness on Oct 7
40. Tree Sparrow: A flock of 17 flew over Dungeness on Oct 9, presumably incoming
birds from abroad. (59 had flown over on Oct 2 after reports from Dungeness of 27
arriving on Sep 13, 12 on Sep 20 and 22 on Sep 24)
41. Greenfinch: Large numbers have been passing over Christchurch Harbour in the last
few days. Counts have been 160 on Oct 7, 170 on Oct 9, 300 on Oct 10 and 110 on Oct
11
42. Goldfinch: Large numbers in the hundreds have been reported from several places in
the last few weeks with some counts around the 1000 mark but on Oct 7 the count at
Christchurch Harbour shot up to 4000 (but was back to 860 next day).
43. Hawfinch: The first two autumn reports of these on the move are of singles over
Dungeness on Oct 7 and over Portland on Oct 9.
44. Corn Bunting: The winter flock at Rye Harbour which had reached 46 in the first week
of October was counted as 37 birds on Oct 11. This species has not been reported
from anywhere other than Rye since Aug 18
PLANTS
1. Bog Stitchwort: I came on the spidery structure of this plant with its brown tinged
white flowers in a damp area of Havant Thicket on Oct 10
2. Dwarf Gorse: This too was also flowering in Havant Thicket where Common Gorse is
also in flower. The Dwarf Gorse flowers are smaller than those of Common Gorse (a
flower length of less than 1cm must be Dwarf) and the spines of the Dwarf Gorse, while
they can still prick you, can be bent a lot more easily than those of Common Gorse.
Generally the Dwarf plants are a lot smaller but you can get small young bushes of
Common Gorse,
3. Dog Rose: At least one bush with flowers on the Warblington shore of Chichester
Harbour on Oct 11
4. Tamarisk: Most of the trees along this Warblington shore are now in full flower
5. Pepper Saxifrage: Although this is a late flowering species I was surprised to see that
it had only just started to flower at Brook Meadow In Emsworth on Oct 9 (I first saw it in
flower on the Hayling Coastal Path on Aug 29)
6. Devil's Bit Scabious: A great display of this in Havant Thicket on Oct 10 (I first found
it flowering there on Aug 27 this year)
7. Goldenrod: There is a lot of this in Havant Thicket but by Oct 10 nearly every plant
was in seed and I had trouble finding one for my flowering list!
8. Shaggy Soldier: This week's surprise was to find one small plant in flower beside the
carpark for the Leigh Park gardens here in Havant.

INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Oct 9 and 10 produced a flurry of Clouded Yellow sightings
with two at Salterns Copse (on the shore of Chichester Harbour close to
Chichester Yacht basin), several at Portland Bill and at least one at Titchfield
Haven on Oct 9 followed by two at Newtown Harbour on the IoW, another at
Titchfield Haven and 'several recently' at Pulborough Brooks on Oct 10

o

Brown Hairstreak: An interesting and late report comes from a reliable source
(Peter Hughes, the RSPB warden) at Pulborough Brooks. Peter says he has in
the past come across the eggs of this species on the reserve but on Oct 7 had
his first ever sighting of one of the butterflies there.

o

Painted Lady: One was seen at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on Oct
8 and several were at Portland Bill on Oct 9

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Peter Hughes at Pulborough Brooks reports several
recent sightings there and on Oct 10 I had an interesting sighting of one flying
round inside my house here in Havant. I had been aware of its presence high on
the wall of our downstairs toilet (where there is little light when the electric light
is off and little variation in temperature - no heating). It had been in 'hibernation'
there for over a month and I have no idea why it decided to 'wake up' but after
fluttering round my head it led me to the front door which I opened to let it out
into warm sunshine.

o

Wall Brown: Oct 9 and 10 also brought out two 'third brood' Wall Browns. On
Oct 9 Ashley Whitlock came on one on the south face of Portsdown near the
Paulsgrove chalk pit and on Oct 10 Derek Hale had one at the Newtown
Harbour nature reserve on the Isle of Wight.

o

Meadow Brown: What may have been the last two to be seen this year were
found at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley by Adrian Hoskins on Oct 8

2. Moths: Nothing new this time - just a couple of caterpillar sightings
o

Pale Tussock moth caterpillar: This exotic creature has got into the news with
three recent reports, On Oct 2 Steve Mansfield found one wandering in rough
grass at Home Farm, Burkham near Alton (far from the Birch or Oak tree on
which it had probably been feeding, having come down in search of somewhere
to pupate) and there are two reports (with photos) of it in the Wildlife News on
the Hampshire Wildlife Trust website - it is reported as having been seen at the
HWT Curdridge HQ on both Oct 3 and 6 but these may be two accounts of the
same find by different people. In the past this caterpillar was a pest of Hop
gardens and it is still known as the 'Hop Dog' in some books but Hops are few
and far between nowadays, as are trees of its other foodplant (Elm). When seen
the caterpillars are unmistakeable as they not only have the 'tooth brush tufts' of
hair on their back (which are a family trait of several Tussock moth species) and
an overall hairiness (all in bright yellow) but they also have a long curved tuft of
red hair sticking up and curving back at the rear end of the 4cm long body.

o

Beautiful Hook-tip moth caterpillars: Lynn Fomison contributed the following
entry to the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website on Oct 6. She wrote ..
"Whilst working at Magdalen Hill Down at the end of September Patrick Fleet
found some strange looking stick-like caterpillars among bramble patches.
These turned out to be the larva of the Beautiful Hook-Tip moth. They flatten
themselves along old bramble shoots blending in perfectly. At night they feed on

the green lichen covering these and other old branches." These were probably
quite small and difficult to spot as my Caterpillar book (The Collins Field Guide
to Caterpillars by Carter and Hargreaves) tells me that this moth lays its eggs in
August on lichen (not necessarily on brambles) on which the caterpillars feed in
the autumn but they soon become dormant, overwintering as caterpillars to
resume feeding in the spring, not becoming full grown until May. As they are
only 24 mm long when they complete their caterpillar stage they would
presumably be well under 1cm long in the autumn. Their bodies are coloured
with a blotchy blue-green to disguise them as lichen, and are slightly hairy and
mis-shapen to add to the difficulty of spotting them.
3. Other Insects:
•

Hornet: A single Hornet flew past me in Havant Thicket on Oct 10 - so far I have not
heard of any mass displays of them as sometimes occurs in the autumn
OTHER

1. Slow-worm: One was still out and sunning itself on a gravel path at Keyhaven on Oct
10
2. Fungi: On Oct 12 a new batch of Parrot Waxcaps were pushing up through my lawn as they emerge from the ground they are covered in 'green slime' which quickly
disappears to leave a straw coloured cap. Another single toadstool in the grass turns
out to be a small Meadow Waxcap. On Oct 10 I also found my first clump of Shaggy
Inkcaps pushing up in Havant Thicket
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0910
Tue 11 Oct
A. Langstone to Emsworth along the shore
The tide was low when I did my poster round this morning and at first there seemed to
be nothing on the Langstone shore at low tide but Black-Headed and Herring Gulls
(more than usual of the latter), but as I had brought my scope I thought I would
continue along the shore.
Reaching the bench at the shore end of Pook Lane I set up the scope and saw that the
Shelduck had increased in number to 9, and that - despite the lack of waders on the
north shore of the channel there were at least 100 Bar-tailed Godwits on the Hayling
side, and while watching them a flock of around 100 Golden Plover landed close to
them (the first Golden Plover I have seen back here this winter).
Before I had finished searching the far side of the water small groups of Black-tailed
Godwits started to arrive on my side of the water and I had 23 on the mud there before
I went (and another 15 - 20) in the Nore Barn area at Emsworth. Still in the Pook Lane
area I had at least one Greenshank among the small numbers of Curlew,
Oystercatcher, Redshank, Grey Plover, Lapwing and Dunlin with single Heron and
Great Crested Grebe. Also on the mud here were at least 100 Starlings, and further
east there was the usual cluster of Black-back Gulls - today I was able to see that
there were 15 Great and just one Lesser Blackback with another three Shelduck.
Mon 10 Oct
A. Staunton Country Park
On a sunny afternoon I decided to take a walk in Havant Thicket (which is part of the
Staunton Country Park) but first stopped off at the Country Park centre where the

overflow carpark has in the past had some interesting ‘weeds’ such as Corn Spurrey I could not find that today but did have one good find in a single plant of Shaggy
Soldier (and also ticked Lesser Hawkbit and Thale Cress for my week list) In the
grass around the carpark there was a large mushroom at the button stage which I
could not name for certain.
I then entered Havant Thicket at the main gate opposite Castle Road where I soon
found my bogey plant of last week (Lesser Spearwort) and saw Wild Angelica still in
flower - as I was looking at it a Hornet flew by. Heading north from the Castle Road
entrance I forked left on the first grassy track to reach an area where I knew I would
find lots of Devils Bit Scabious and Goldenrod (I ticked both but the Goldenrod was
nearly all over - I only saw one freshly flowering plant).
After this I left the main tracks to cross over part of the Long Wood area which has
been cleared of trees prior to replanting this winter, and in this area of heath wiht just a
few isolated conifers I had the pleasant surprise of getting close views of an adult (dark
backed) Hobby flying from one tree where I had disturbed it to another at a safe
distance from me.
Cross-leaved Heath was still in flower and in a damper area I found both Lesser
Stitchwort and the sparser, brown tinged, flowers of Bog Stitchwort. Another plant
here, which I did not notice last week, was Pineappleweed, and other plants which I
probably will not see elsewhere were Dwarf Gorse and white flowered Common
Centaury.
Jays were noisy in several places and Bullfinch was heard in one place, and before I
left I saw my first clump of Shaggy Inkcaps pushing up through the soil.
One notable event at home earlier in the day was to have a Small Tortoiseshell flying
around indoors - without any persausion it headed for the front door and I only had to
open the door for the butterfly to fly out into the warm sunshine. This butterfly had
come into the house a couple of months ago without my seeing it do so - I found it in
hibernation mode high on the wall of the cool and dark downstairs toilet - as there is no
heating in the room and the butterfly took no notice of the light being switched on for
during the weeks that it was there I was intending to leave it there through the winter
but for some reason it decided to go of its own accord.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR OCT 3 - 9 (WEEK 40)
Sun 9 Oct
A. In search of flowers at Nutbourne and on Portsdown
Today’s sunshine tempted me to see how many more plants I could find in flower
during a two hour break from preparing the Latest Reports list and I first drove to
Nutbourne to check out the Dwarf Mallow which flowers in the apple orchards at the
end of Farm Lane. As expected the plants were looking fine with many fresh flowers,
and while I was in the area I made two surprise discoveries. The first was that there is
a very large Strawberry tree (around the full 10 metres high which Alan Mitchell states
for this tree) growing on the north side of the track opposite the first driveway going
south to Marsh Farm. It was covered with flowers but I had to search hard to find a
single fruit. The second surprise was a single Greater Periwinkle flower near the
carpark area.

Next I drove to Fort Southwick on Portsdown Hill and parked at the first available spot
west of the fort and walked across the set aside arable fields to Portchester Common
SSSI and back. There was nothing to add until I reached the area just outside the SSSI
where Venus’ Looking Glass could be found earlier in the summer - none of that
today, but walking further downhill towards Paulsgrove the recently cleared scrub is
densely covered with flowering plants - mainly Bristly Ox-tongue but also a great
show of Musk Thistles among which I found Greater Knapweed and Hop Trefoil that
were new for the week.
In the SSSI the first addition was Burnet Saxifrage but I soon found a patch of
Harebells, which I had hoped to see, and - a real surprise and delight -a couple of
plants of Basil Thyme with their deep blue, white spotted, flowers. Also here in plenty,
but not new for the week, were Eyebright, Marjoram, Yellow-wort and Common
Centaury with lots more.
I walked back diagonally across the field nearest the road (which has stubble from
some cereal crop this year) and enjoyed millions of Field Pansies, some with bright
yellow petals. Among them I found Black Bindweed and Sun Spurge still flowering
with Green Field Speedwell and another pleasant surprise - Small Toadflax.
Also during the day I saw several Red Admirals and Small Whites, a couple of
Migrant Hawkers and had both Skylark and Jackdaw flying over my garden on long
distance journeys.
B. Highlights of today’s news below
o

Both Slavonian and Black-necked Grebe are returning to the south coast, as
are Pochard and Mergansers.

o

A Red-necked Phalarope has been in the Alver Valley near Gosport

o

Both Long- and Short-eared Owls have been seen flying in from the south off
the sea

o

Autumn vagrants include Baird's Sandpiper, Richard's and Red-throated
Pipits, Radde's, Dusky and Greenish Warblers

o

The first Great Grey Shrike is back in the New Forest and a Willow Tit has
been seen in the Meon Valley

o

173 wild flower species have been found in flower in the first week of October,
including Basil Thyme, Dwarf Mallow, Cow Parsley and Corn Parsley

o

The first mainland report for this year of a trans-Atlantic Monarch butterfly
comes from Beachy Head

o

A couple of general interest items relate to an autumn Cranefly species with
wingless females and the life of a Sexton Beetle

C. (Sun0910) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Slavonian Grebe: 3 at Dungeness on Oct 5 (only previous report was of one
anonymously reported off Church Norton on Sep 17)
2. Black-necked Grebe: Graham Osborne saw 4 in Langstone Harbour from Budds
Farm mound on Oct 7 and John Clark had one in north Hampshire on the Fox Lane pits
near the Berkshire border on Oct 8

3. Heron: One killed and swallowed a Little Grebe in the Kent Stour valley on Oct 2
4. Pink Foot Goose: Two were again seen in the Kent Stour valley on Oct 1 - I have no
idea of the provenance of these birds which were previously seen (two together) on
Sep 19. Just two sound like feral/escape birds but there was the report of 19 there on
Sep 17..
5. Barnacle Goose: The six birds plus one hybrid which form the Baffins Gang were at
Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on Oct 5 but back at Titchfield Haven on Oct 6 and 7
6. Brent Goose: Plenty of Dark-bellied birds now back - skipping over the odd early birds
in groups of 5 or less, and the flocks in Langstone Harbour which I have already
mentioned, some first arrivals were 7 in Portsmouth Harbour on Oct 3 (subsequently
59 there on Oct 6), 27 flying past Christchurch Harbour first seen on Oct 3, and 6 at
Portland on that day. Oct 5 found 28 off Ryde (IoW) - said to be two weeks later than
last year - and 30 across the Solent near Titchfield Haven.
Also on Oct 5 the first big flock was seen - 156 going west past Dungeness, this wave
probably brought the 59 to Portsmouth Harbour next day. On Oct 7 Rye Harbour
reported their first big flock of 48 and 15 flew into the mouth of Chichester Harbour that
day. Latest news is that the flock off Titchfield Haven at Brownwich was up to 41 on Oct
8
7. Pochard: More of these have been arriving. One at Titchfield Haven on Oct 3 was said
to be the first back there (with 12 present on Oct 6) and 8 in Christchurch Harbour on
Oct 4 were new arrivals with another 7 seen to fly in off the sea there on Oct 6. At
Budds Farm pools 3 males were present on Oct 7, increasing to 5 on Oct 8 (when
another 5 has appeared on Dogmersfield Lake near Fleet in north Hampshire)
8. Eider: Richard Carpenter says that up to 52 have now been seen off Titchfield Haven
9. Merganser: I have already reported 2 flying west past Worthing on Oct 3 and 2 on the
north of the IoW on Oct 4 - since then I have heard of 2 at Portland on Oct 4 and of 1 off
Hill Head (Titchfield Haven) on Oct 5.
10. Honey Buzzard: Singles were seen going over Titchfield Haven on Oct 1 and 2, and
on Oct 3 another went over Sandy Point on Hayling.
11. Marsh Harrier: A single female flew west past Barton on sea on Oct 5, harried by two
birds which might have been Ravens
12. Osprey: None seen since Sep 28 until one flew over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8
13. Hobby: Latest sightings have been of birds going south at Titchfield Haven on Oct 5,
Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 6, another over Titchfield on Oct 7 and 2 at
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8
14. Ringed Plover: The shingle beach at Eastney (south east of Portsmouth) is once
more the rather unlikely choice of Ringed Plovers for their high tide roost - on Oct 5
Brian Fellows found 230 present but none of the Dunlin or Sanderling which are
sometimes there despite the area being remote from their feeding grounds on sandy or
muddy shores and having (to our eyes) no special feature to attract them (it is just part
of a very long shingle ridge stretching west from near the mouth of Langstone Harbour
all along the Southsea seafront to Portsmouth Harbour)
15. Golden Plover: Rye Harbour continues to attract a roost of up to 700 birds while
Hampshire has few though on Oct 8 some 250 were seen in the Alton area (at

Burkham Home Farm which is west of Lasham airfield where this flock is probably
based)
16. Baird's Sandpiper: The Lymington marshes bird was still on the Fishtail lagoon at
Keyhaven on Oct 8 (present since Sep 29). The Dungeness RSPB reserve bird has
not had a mention since Oct 4 but may still be there.
17. Pectoral Sandpiper: The only one in the current news was at Weir Wood reservoir in
north Sussex on Oct 5 and 7
18. Black-tailed Godwit: The north shore of Portsmouth Harbour still had 380 birds on
Oct 6
19. Spotted Redshank: One was at Keyhaven (Lymington marshes) on Oct 6 (first report
there since Sep 25)
20. Red-necked Phalarope: A juvenile bird with colour rings which it may have acquired
as a chick in a nest at Fetlar in the Shetland Islands dropped into an artificial lake
(created as a 'balancing pond' for a large new housing development in the Alver Valley,
west of Gosport) on the morning of Oct 7 and was seen by several local birders. Mike
Rafter adds that he may have seen another on the Solent at the mouth of the Beaulieu
River on Oct 4 (but could not be certain of its id)
21. Turtle Dove: A late bird was at Portland on Oct 5 - the first to be reported anywhere
since Sep 24
22. Long-eared Owl: Until now I have always assumed that the Long-eared Owls we
occasionally find on the south coast in winter have come from further north in Britain, or
maybe across the North Sea, but maybe they (like the winter thrushes that are now
being seen in large numbers) come from the south. On Oct 4 one was seen at
Dungeness flying in off the sea and another seen that day at Portland Bill may well
have arrived from the south
23. Short-eared Owl: These too may well arrive from the continent - on Oct 1 one flew in
off the sea at Sandwich Bay and another was seen at Beachy Head while on Oct 4 one
was seen flying north up the Sussex Ouse at Iford near Lewes and on Oct 6 and 7
further singles were seen at Rye Harbour and Portland.
24. Skylark: These can now be seen and heard moving over most of southern England
but a report of more than 150 going east over the Meon Valley in the Exton area on Oct
3 was by far the largest movement reported so far. On Oct 8 I heard one singing over
the Langstone South Moors.
25. Richard's Pipit: The most recent three sightings of the 8 reports so far this autumn
come from Portland Bill on both Oct 5 and 6 and from Christchurch Harbour on Oct 8
26. Red-throated Pipit: The first report for the year was of one at Portland on Oct 6 which
then flew north
27. Rock Pipit: The first to be seen at Titchfield Haven this autumn was there on Oct 5
28. Yellow Wagtail: Singles are still being seen all along the south coast - three reports
are dated Oct 7 (one of them from Hayling Island) and another three on Oct 8
29. Grey Wagtail: Recent arrivals have now settled in at many places in southern England
and from Alton in east Hampshire Steve Mansfield reports the start of a small winter
night roost at Kings Pond as last year (5 birds there on the evening of Oct 8)

30. Robin: Further evidence of their arrival from the continent comes in three reports, each
of around 50 birds, seen at Portland Bill on Oct 6, Bembridge Down (IoW) on Oct 7 and
another 50 at Portland that day
31. Whinchat: These are still being seen on a daily basis but two local sightings may be of
interest - on Oct 4 one was at the Hayling Oysterbeds and on Oct 6 two were in the
East Park close to Stansted House.
32. Ring Ouzel: Eight new reports - one at Hastinngs on Oct 5, two in the old hospital
grounds at Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 6, one on Old Winchester Hill in the Meon
Valley on Oct 7 when other singles were at St Catherine's Point (IoW) and Portland Bill,
and on Oct 8 one was at Beachy Head and another near the Bembridge Foreland on
the IoW with another 3 together at the Needles (other end of the IoW).
33. Fieldfare: After the report of one over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3 comes news of 5
in the lower Avon valley (north of Christchurch) on Oct 5 and a single at Portland on
Oct 6
34. Song Thrush: These seem to be pouring into the country from the south - the highest
count was of some 250 over Portland Bill on Oct 6 but on Oct 7 and 8 the counts at
Christchurch Harbour were of 145 and 150 respectively
35. Redwing: I have already reported the first wave of these arriving on Oct 3 and by Oct 8
there have been 15 reports of small numbers (none more than 22) from many different
places.
36. Mistle Thrush: These also seem to be arriving in small numbers - of four new reports
from Oct 5 to 7 one was of just four birds at St Catherine's Point on the IoW on Oct 5
and on Oct 7 there were 5 birds over Christchurch Harbour.
37. Dartford Warbler: Two recent reports from the IoW and Gosport areas are of birds
singing to defend their winter territories
38. Greenish Warbler: One anonymous report from Beachy Head on Oct 8 (first
anywhere that I have heard of this year)
39. Yellow-browed Warbler: I now have 18 reports of this species for this autumn
including one in trees along the Wittering Road near Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 6
and 7. The Isle of Wight had its first (at Alum Bay) on Oct 8
40. Radde's Warbler: Ringers at Sandwich Bay caught one on Oct 7 - only the second
they have had there in 50 years.
41. Dusky Warbler: One of these has been reported in the Climping area on the Sussex
coast just west of the mouth of the River Arun on both Oct 7 and 8
42. Firecrest: Eleven new reports of these from Oct 5 to 8 include one on Southampton
Common and one in clifftop scrub at Brownwich (west of Titchfield Haven ) both on Oct
8. Five were seen on Portland on Oct 7
43. Spotted Flycatcher: Late birds were at Portland on Oct 6 and 8
44. Willow Tit: Trevor Carpenter saw one well at Old Winchester Hill on Oct 7 but did not
get the extra confirmation of hearing its call.
45. Great Grey Shrike: First of the winter was in the northern New Forest on Oct 8
46. Jay: Counts of 15 at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 6 and 16 there on Oct 8 may
presage a build up everywhere

47. Rook: Many are now travelling east west past Titchfield Haven each day as they fly
between their winter roost in the Gosport area and feeding places to the west.
48. Crow: On Oct 6 Ian Watts found 320 on the shore of Southampton Water at Weston he says he is accustomed to seeing 100 or more there but this was 'something else'.
49. Chaffinch: Counts of what were presumably newly arrived birds from across the
Channel show 130 over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 5 with 285 there on Oct 7
50. Brambling: Following the first of the autumn at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 28 there
have been eight more reports between Oct 4 and 8. Small numbers of not more than 5
have been seen from Dungeness and Hastings to Christchurch and Portland including
a single bird on south Hayling on Oct 6
51. Corn Bunting: In a summary of birds at Rye Harbour for Oct 3 to 7 it was stated that
the winter flock of Corn Buntings there is now up to 46.
PLANTS
1. Winter flowering plants: Although winter has not yet arrived the start of October is a
good time to start checking the number of plants which do flower week by week
through the winter and the week Oct 3 - 9 has given me a good start with a count of 173
species found in flower. Just a few of the more unexpected ones are listed below.
2. Dwarf Mallow: This was still in great shape in the Nutbourne orchards east of
Emsworth on Oct 9
3. Small-flowered Cranesbill: Found in two places in the Havant area on Oct 8 (along
with Dove's Foot and Cut-leaved Cranesbill and Storksbill)
4. Hedgerow Cranesbill: Flowering beside Southmoor Lane in Havant on Oct 8
5. Hop Trefoil: Seen on Portsdown on Oct 9
6. Spotted Medick: Just one plant with flowers in the Havant Eastern Road cemetery on
Oct 6
7. Cow Parsley: One plant with some feeble flowers beside the Brockhampton stream in
Havant on Oct 8
8. Corn Parsley: It was a real surprise to find a large and healthy plant flowering in the
Havant Eastern Road cemetery on Oct 6 (I have never found it in Havant town area
before)
9. Burnet Saxifrage: Still flowering on west Portsdown on Oct 9
10. Strawberry Tree: Brian Fellows had seen developing fruit but no flowers on a tree in
Emsworth on Oct 2 and on Oct 9 I found masses of flowers but hardly any fruit on a
tree near the end of Farm Lane at Nutbourne.
11. Vervain: A pleasant surprise by the roadside of Penner Road off Southmoor Lane in
Havant on Oct 8
12. Small Toadflax: One plant flowering on Oct 9 in the stubble field between Fort
Southwick and Portchester Common on Portsdown
13. Germander Speedwell: One plant in full flower on grass at the entrance of the Autoliv
factory near Langbrook Stream in Havant on Oct 8

14. Thyme-leaved Speedwell: Abundant in my lawn at present and both Grey and Green
Field Speedwell found in Havant this week
15. Basil Thyme: Find of the week was a couple of plants of this flowering on Portsdown
(Portchester Common) on Oct 9. Harebells and Eyebright were flowering nearby
16. Devils Bit Scabious: Just two flowers on two plants seen at the Langstone South
Moors on Oct 8
17. Musk Thistle: A great show of these on Portsdown to the east of Portchester Common
- also Greater Knapweed.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies
o

Clouded Yellow: For some years now a small resident population has been
successfully over-wintering (as caterpillars which resume feeding and pupate in
the spring) on the undercliff at Boscombe in Bournemouth. and on Oct 4
Michael Skelton saw 24 butterflies there, with at least one female egglaying.

o

Red Admiral: These are to be seen everywhere up to Oct 9 and are still being
re-inforced by more migrant arrivals from across the channel (On Oct 4 some
were to be seen flying in off the sea at Bournemouth)

o

Painted Lady: I imagine that some of these are still coming across the channel.
On Oct 1 singles were seen on the Lymington Marshes and at Edburton, not far
north of Brighton, on Oct 3 one was near the Solent shore in the Titchfield
Haven area and on Oct 7 'pristine' specimens were seen at Bournemouth.

o

Monarch: I have already reported the first of the year as being seen in the
Channel Islands on Sep 28 and I now hear from Tony Wilson that one was seen
at Beachy Head on Sep 29 by Roger Charlwood - as it was described as 'very
confiding' I imagine there was no difficulty in getting a good view to be certain of
its identity.

2. Moths: Still three firsts for the year, though one is a rather belated report from June
o

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth (B&F 1982): The only entry in my database
for this year until now had been for a caterpillar of this species found crawling
across a table in a college at Alton on Sep 14 but Graham Dennis (warden of
the HWT reserve at Pamber Forest north of Basingstoke) has just sent in to the
Butterfly Conservation website a series of sightings through the summer which
include a sighting of this moth at Pamber on June 2.

o

Feathered Brindle (B&F 2230): One came to a trap at Rye Harbour on Oct 5 first of year

o

Dewick's Plusia (B&F 2436): Another first taken in the Hastings area at the
Pannel Valley on Oct 4

o

Clifden Nonpareil (B&F 2451): A second example for the year of this
magnificent moth actually entered a trap at the Pannel Valley reserve near
Hastings on Oct 6

3. Other insects:
o

Crane Fly (Tipula pagana): This relative of the Daddy Long-legs appears late
in the year and Patrick Roper writes of seeing it in the Hastings area recently -

males of this species fly normally but the females are more or less wingless and
have to wait around on the tops of the grass until a male finds them. Patrick
says that they probably sacrifice their wings in order to increase their egglaying
capacity and fulfil their function in life as quickly as possible before the first
frosts kill them.
o

Sexton or Burying Beetle (Nicrophorus humator): News of this insect (which
lays up a food store for its offspring by finding an animal corpse up to the size of
a mouse, digging away the earth below the corpse until it sinks into the trench,
laying its eggs on the corpse, then covering it up with the previously excavated
earth) comes from the Pannel Valley reserve near Hastings. One was found
there in a water trough but I am not sure if it was still fit to go about its business
when taken out of the water and photographed.

o

Slender Groundhopper: Last year Bob Chapman told us that the three British
Groundhopper species can all be found at Farlington Marshes, but this year the
only mention of the species had been of a find at Rye Harbour on Sep 15 until
Bob once more found one (at the new HWT headquarters at Curdridge) on Oct
3 and put its photo on the HWT website

o

Dark Bush Cricket: By no means a rarity but a find of five of these insects in a
garden hydrangea puzzled the owners of the garden (on the slopes of
Portsdown Hill) until it was identified for them by Kevin Stouse.

o

Araneus alsine orb web spider: A rare relative of the common Garden Cross
spider this species has a lovely red abdomen speckled with a random pattern of
white spots. One was found on Oct 5 in woods near Rye Harbour.

OTHER
1. Fungi: Small group of Parrot Waxcaps on my lawn and Wood Mushroom in
Stansted Forest on Oct 7. Horse Mushrooms on Langstone South Moors on Oct 8
with Giant Puffball on nearby Budds Mound.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0510
Sat 8 Oct
A. A circuit of south west Havant
This morning I walked down the Langbrook stream from Havant to the Langstone
South Moors, on to Budds Farm and the Brockhampton stream, then back along the
road and cycle way to the start near the Tesco store.
Before getting to the Langbrook I found Small-flowered Cranesbill still out in Juniper
Square with Grey Field Speedwell, Green Alkanet and Fool’s Parsley. In the
stream the Stream Water Crowfoot was still flowering. A Grey Wagtail was back in
residence there and a couple of Speckled Woods were endlessly sparring further
downstream before I came to the point where you can walk away from the stream into
the new Penner Road industrial estate.
Here, in the short mown grass at the Autoliv factory entrance I had my first surprise of
the morning with a plant of Germander Speedwell in flower - near it were Dove’s
Foot and Cut-leaved Cranesbill. Going on downstream to the South Moors I found
Tufted Forget-me-not and Hoary Willowherb with Water Cress and Water Mint
flowering in the ‘stream’ on the eastern edge of the orchid field, and on the grassland
both Meadow and Hairy Buttercup were flowering and at the north end of the orchid
field I found two flowers of Devil’s Bit Scabious which had escaped the recent

mowing but I did not see the Lesser Spearwort or the ‘double flowered’ buttercup
which the Havant Wildlife Group saw earlier that morning.
Instead of going directly to Budds Mound I first walked north up Southmoor Lane to
check the ‘flower beds’ around the new factories in Penner Road. The expected Field
Penny-cress was still flowering with Lesser Swine-cress and a check on the north
side of Penner Road added flowering Vervain and (less wild) Pot Marigolds and
some large deep red Antirrhinums with Sweet Alison, Weld and Wild Mignonette
plus Large Flowered Evening Primrose. Going back down Southmoor Lane on its
west side I found several plants of Hedgerow Cranesbill in full flower.
From Budds Mound I saw none of the newly returned Pochard which Brian Fellows
saw there yesterday and today but did note a couple of Common Gulls back on the
pools. Down on the shore west of the pools I headed towards the mouth of the
Hermitage Stream where I was pretty sure that a large group of waders on the mud
were Knot but before I could get close enough to be sure they all departed to their high
tide roost when I was not looking (disturbed by a loud bang which distracted my
attention!). On the shore here masses of Black Horehound were still flowering but by
the Brockhampton stream the Japanese Knotweed flowers were very nearly over.
Above the bridge downstream from the old Corn Wharf I happened to notice a faint
white patch in some thick vegetation and a close look showed that it was a foolish plant
of Cow Parsley trying to flower out of season but not doing a good job of it! In the
nearby trees a Great Spotted Woodpecker seemed to be chuckling at the foolishness
of the plant!
Other things seen on the way home included three Common Darters and a freshly
flowering plant of Common Figwort plus the expected Black Mustard on the north
side of Solent Road and the Wall Lettuce and Sticky Groundsel near the junction of
East Street with Beechworth Road.
Fri 7 Oct
A. A circuit of Forestside
Arriving at the Forestside village hut on a dull morning there was little immediate
excitement around me but I could hear the Rooks around the churchyard rookery and
in contrast to their noisy a few Meadow Pipits made lighter notes as they flew over,
interrupted by more strident notes from a couple of Mistle Thrushes.
Walking east into the top of Stansted Forest I soon heard Marsh Tit and Jay to spice
things up and on the ground saw Lycoperdon perlatum puffballs and a single Wood
Mushroom. A little Honeysuckle was still in flower and there was a new crop of Wavy
Bitter-cress enjoying the recently refilled water in vehicle tracks - also noted here was
a cluster of Lesser Stitchwort and some Tormentil.
Heading north from the Forest to Lodge Farm a few Skylarks were moving overhead
but their quiet chirrupping could not drown the noisy Pheasants on the ground. North
of the farm the field were full of mixed corvids and Wood Pigeons and the hedges
were full of still very edible Blackberries.
Turning left on Oldhouse Lane and then crossing the road to West Marden I took the
lane which eventually leads to South Holt farm but found little other than a few Chiff
Chaff and a single Yellowhammer to excite me until I came to the cottage where you
can turn right to South Holt Farm. Here there was a big patch of Dark Mullein to give
some colour and a Nuthatch added sound from Woods Copse. Turning left uphill
through the copse I stopped to check some Butcher’s Broom and found it was in

flower before reaching the houses on the road from Forestside down to Dean Lane
End.
Across this road I took the path towards Stansted Forest across an arable field which
had a great show on flowers, among them lots of Field Madder, Scarlet Pimpernel
and Field Pansies and some Grey Field Speedwell with one plant of Lesser
Burdock in flower. Reaching Warren Down I found both Wild Basil and Marjoram in
flower and nearing the end of the circuit the pony field opposite the village hut had a
single lone Common Gull in it.
Thu 6 Oct
A. A couple of finds in Havant’s abandoned cemetery
A very light drizzle of rain made this morning unsuitable for a long walk but when the
rain appeared to have eased I thought I would get a breathe of fresh air by taking a
short circuit around my home using the old Hayling Billy rail track. As it was still dry
when I got to the point where I could return home I decided to go a bit further and the
nearest place promising any interest was the old Havant cemetery, now disused, at the
junction of Eastern Road and New Lane.
Among the first flowers found there were Rough Hawkbit and Ladies Bedstraw plus
Ox-eye Daisies but as I was starting back to the entrance gate I noticed a large plant
growing in the centre of one of the squares of grassed over graves and on going to
check it out found it was Corn Parsley in fresh flower - something I would normally
expect to have to go to the shores of Chichester Harbour to find.
Close to it, with just one or two flower buds not yet open, was a much commoner plant
which I did not expect to see at this time of year - Spotted Medick.
Wed 5 Oct
A. (Wed0510) Highlights of latest reports
When checking through the news below don’t miss reports of the first Redwing and
Fieldfare of the autumn, the arrival of the first two Red-breasted Merganser, and the
return of Bar-tailed Godwits to the Langstone-Warblington shore. For Collared Dove
enthusiasts there was an unusual assembly of at least 175 in fields south of Fareham.
Seawatchers may wish to move to France when they see the counts made recently at
Cap Giz Nez (listed under Skuas) and you can see which of our summer birds have
now left the country under the heading Passerine Migrants following the Redwing
entry.
B. Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0210
BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: After previous reports of one from Dungeness, Titchfield and
Ventnor (first on Sep 28) one had reached Portland by Oct 1 and on Oct 2 there was a
report of a 'Diver species' going west past Christchurch Harbour
2. Little Grebe: By Oct 3 the total of these seen in Fareham Creek was up to 19 (13 had
been there for the WeBS count on Sept 17). Another small winter flock may be building
on Brooklands lake at Worthing where 12 were seen on Sep 25.
3. Great Crested Grebe: I counted 23 in the Chalkdock Lake of Langstone Harbour on
Oct 3 and there could well be double that number in Langstone Harbour as a whole. In

2003 the peak count for the harbour was 134 in October with 93 in September. In
Portsmouth Harbour Dennis Bill gave a minimum count of 26 that he could see on Oct
3 when scanning from the north shore - that was double the WeBS count figure for Sep
17
4. Red-necked Grebe: The bird which has been off the east coast of the IoW since Sep
29 was still off Lake on Oct 2. It may well be the same bird that was first seen off
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 24. A recent photo of it on Kris Gillam's website
highlights its very red neck which is what gives it away as a juvenile (adults would be
much more drab at this time of year).
5. Shag: 16 were on the Culver Cliffs south west of Bembridge Foreland on Oct 1 - the
number there has been diminishing since the autumn peak of 70 there on Sep 5. So far
only one bird has been reported in Hampshire waters this autumn (off Titchfield Haven
on Aug 11)
6. Mute Swan: For those interested in the local flock/herd sizes I see that the Gosport
Cockle Pond had 60 for the Sep 17 WeBS count
7. Greylag Geese: South East Hampshire suffers quite sufficient environmental damage
from the flocks of Canada Geese that have been resident and increasig there for many
years but has so far escaped the affliction of hundreds of Greylags which are a pest in
eastern England (in the Kent Stour Valley there were counts this autumn of more than
500 on Aug 24, 1100 on Sep 4 increasing to over 1400 on Sep 18). The only
substantial flocks I am aware of in Hampshire are at Tundry Pond west of Fleet which
normally has at least 50 and had a peak of 76 on Sep 13, and at the mouth of the
Beaulieu River (maybe 150) and in the southern Avon Valley (possibly up to 500)
Titchfield Haven regularly has a couple of birds but it was worrying to see that on Sep
17 there was a small flock of 11 on the Cams Hall golf course alongside Fareham
Creek.
8. Egyptian Goose: This is another feral species that is starting to increase in numbers.
In 2000 there was no Hampshire report of more than two birds seen together (and at
most a total of half a dozen in Hampshire) but on Oct 2 this year John Clark saw 48
together at the Eversley Gravel pits near the Berkshire border.
9. Brent Goose: Jason Crook is convinced by the bird's behaviour and its aggressive
rejection by the six birds that have been summering in Langstone Harbour that a single
bird which flew in on Sep 16, circled the harbour as if trying to find the safest place to
land and then chose to come down on Baker's Island to join the six residents (but was
attacked by them) was a genuine migrant arrival as were two more which arrived on
Sep 18 and which I saw in the south of the harbour on Sep 24. On Sep 24 (the date on
which the first migrants were seen in East Sussex) Jason found a flock of 18 in
Langstone Harbour and on Sep 29 there were 24 present increasing to 35 on Sep 30.
Oct 3 brought a further wave of migrants with 27 arriving in Christchurch Harbour, a
total of six reaching Portland and seven being seen in Portsmouth Harbour
10. Shelduck: The two which I had seen on the Warblington shore east of Langstone on
Sep 29 had increased to six by Oct 4
11. Wigeon: These began to arrive back in the first week of September and by Sep 21
there were 300 in Pagaham Harbour with 250 in Portsmouth Harbour on Sep 24. Many
of these early arrivals have already pushed on westwards and at places where there
were hundreds on one day there are few or none the next but numbers in each new
wave are still increasing - Trevor Carpenter found a total of 269 in the northwest corner
of Portsmouth Harbour on Oct 3

12. Pintail: A count of 30 in Pagham Harbour on Sep 3 (and again in Sep 21) promised a
good show which is probably happening but with no numbers to quantify reports such
as 'many in Pagham harbour' (from Bernie Forbes on Sep 29) and 'numbers up on last
weekend' (from Hugh Venables at Keyhaven on Oct 1). At least I have seen my first
two drakes at Farlington Marshes lake on Oct 3.
13. Tufted Duck: A count of 40 in the Hastings area (Powdermill Reservoir) on Sep 18
was attributed to new arrivals and on Oct 2 Ian Pibworth recorded the first three figure
count of the autumn when 115 came in to roost at the Testweood Lakes near
Southampton. On Oct 3 Brian Fellows found the first pair back on the Emsworth Town
Millpond.
14. Common Scoter: Although these have been seen almost daily along the coast in
numbers of up to 65 right through the late summer a count of 117 off Portland Bill on
Oct 3 was the first in three figures since there were 321 at Dungeness on July 27
15. Red-breasted Merganser: What were probably the first returning migrants were two
birds flying past the Worthing area on Oct 3 and arriving in Newtown Harbour on the
IoW on Oct 4 (my assumption that they were the same birds!)
16. Eider: Maybe of interest was a first anonymous second hand report that a single
juvenile Eider had been seen in the Langstone Channel of Langstone Harbour on Sep
24
17. Honey Buzzard: After 20 reports of these in the period Aug 21 to Sep 18 there were no
further reports until Oct 3 when Andy Johnson had one fly east over him at Sandy Point
on Hayling Island
18. Hobby: Reports of these continue to come in almost daily but it may be of interest that
the first report of a juvenile away from any likely nest came in on Sep 29 (from the
Yaverland area of the IoW - near Sandown), and on Oct 2 Ian Pibworth reported a
juvenile going south over the Testwood Lakes near Southampton and Oct 3 brought
news of a juvenile over Christchurch Harbour.
19. Peregrines: More news of juveniles for this species - on Oct 1 Bill Marjeram saw one
repeatedly practicing hunting manoeuvres in the Southampton Docks area until a rain
shower drove it to take cover. A more active juvenile was watched over Farlington
Marshes on Oct 2 by Pedro Leitao. In less than five minutes this youngster had a go at
a Lapwing (selecting one which strayed from the airborne flock) but failed to catch it - it
then switched to a Wood Pigeon and made a kill but learnt not to let its prey fall into the
water from which it was unable to retrieve it! Another report of an airborne youngster
comes from Richard Ives who saw a group of three 'frolicking' over Brighton's West
Pier on Oct 3 (Richard does not tell us if these were three youngsters from the same
nest or a two adults with one youngster).
20. Avocet: These are still making their way west from breeding areas to winter quarters
and on Oct 2 three were in Christchurch Harbour while on Oct 3 I saw a single in the
Farlington Marshes lake.
21. Golden Plover: Small flocks are starting to appear in Hampshire - I have already
reported 15 at Titchfield Haven on Sep 18 and 35 at Fareham Creek on Sep 24 and
now Simon Ingram has had the first 15 back in the Eastleigh Lakeside area on Sep 26
and Mark Litjens reports 12 at Keyhaven (Lymington) on Oct 1. On Oct 2 a party
visiting the Prinsted-Nutbourne shore in Chichester Harbour saw a flock flying but gave
no idea of numbers or where they might be based - there may well have been a flock
resident on Thorney Island since August - Martin Hampton saw 24 there on Aug 26.

22. Sanderling: These have been seen on the Ryde sands of the IoW since July 27 when
27 arrived. By Aug 21 the count was up to 102 and on Sep 16 there were 140
increasing to 170 on Sep 25 and now on Oct 3 the count is up to 242.
23. Little Stint: Three at Keyhaven (Lymington) are the only ones in the current news.
24. Baird's Sandpiper: The bird which arrived at Keyhaven on Sep 29 was last seen there
on Oct 1. Maybe it flew east as on Oct 3 one arrived at the Dungeness RSPB reserve
(and was still there on Oct 4)
25. Black-tailed Godwit: A peak count of 383 was made in the north west corner of
Portsmouth Harbour on Sep 30 and on Oct 3 Dennis Bill wrote of more than 300 being
in Fareham Creek recently and I think a similar number are still in Langstone Harbour.
There may still be 200 at the Lymington Marshes but I have no large counts from there
(or anywhere else) since mid September
26. Bar-tailed Godwit: These have at last reached the Havant area in strength - on Oct 4
I found more than 150 on the Warblington Shore east of Langstone and I think they had
been back there since Sep 29. At the beginning of September some 200 flew west over
Langstone bridge and a flock of at least 100 was seen on the Hayling east shore but
since then I have heard of no counts of more than 10 anywhere until these local
sightings.
27. Spotted Redshank: A couple of these have been in Yarmouth Harbour (IoW) recently
and single birds have been at Christchurch Harbour and at Newtown Harbour (IoW) on
odd days - there was also at least one at Farlington Marshes on Oct 3.
28. Skuas: Here in Hampshire we see little of these birds compared to the numbers seen
at Dungeness or Portland but a flavour of the real total of birds passing through the
English Channel at this time of year (and not seen from anywhere in England) comes
from the details of a seawatch at Cape Griz-Nez on the French coast on Oct 2. (Trevor
Carpenter found these details on a continental birding website). The totals recorded
that day were: Great Skua 2411, Small Skuas 416 (of which 18 were definitely
Long-tailed and 77 Pomarine). With them were 387 Sooty Sheawaters, 58 Manx
and 1 Cory's Shearwater. Also seen were 18 Leach's Storm Petrels, 5 Sabine's
Gulls and a mere 3316 Gannets.
29. Mediterranean Gull: Still no definite news of a winter gathering in the Bembridge area
of the Isle of Wight - the only reports of any numbers are a count of 60 on the Ryde
Sands (IoW) on Oct 2 and a report of 'many' in the Selsey West Fields area on Sep 29
30. Common Gull: Maybe winter flocks will soon be with us. From the first to return to the
south coast in July until the end of September I have seen no reports of more than 13
birds but on Oct 2 Christchurch Harbour reported 28 flying west with another 18 on Oct
3. There was one exception to the above statement - on the night of Aug 19 Rye
Harbour reported that 300 Common Gulls roosted on Flat Beach - presumbably they
went on south.
31. Lesser Blackback Gull: In 2003 a new Hampshire county record was set when 6550
were seen roosting at Ibsley Water in the Avon valley on Sep 29 but in 2004 the
highest count that I have seen was of no more than 2800 at the same site on the same
date (Sep 26). This year John put out a message saying that he would be making an
equivalent count in the Avon valley on Sep 25 but so far I have seen no results from it,
however another very high count was recorded by John at the Eversley gravel pits in
the north of the county where the autumn peak in 2003 was 860 birds - this year on Oct
2 it was up to 1785 birds.

32. Little Tern: Common, Arctic and Sandwich Terns are still being seen but I have not
heard of any Black Terns since Sep 22 and thought that the last Little Terns had
been seen on Sep 14 until Hugh Venables saw a single young bird in the Lymington
area on Oct 1
33. Auks: A few Guillemots and Razorbills have been seen in the Channel since August
but with winter coming on I see that both species have recently come into sheltered
harbours - Dennis Bill had a Guillemot in Portsmouth Harbour on Oct 3 and Bernie
Forbes had a Razorbill in Shoreham Harbour on Sep 25
34. Collared Dove: A flock of 44 was seen at Newlands Farm (between Fareham and
Stubbington to the south) on Sep 29 and by Oct 4 Trevor Carpenter saw more than 175
there (and says that more birds were coming in as he walked by). I assume these are
local birds having their autumn holiday but I suppose they could be arriving migrants.
35. Little Owl: These are being heard everywhere at the moment and another urban
sighting comes from Christchurch where one was seen sitting on a street light at
6:30am on Oct 2
36. Long Eared Owl: One was hunting over the RSPB reserve at Dungeness at dusk on
Oct 2 but so far no Hampshire reports other than the one reported to have been sitting
on a post at Farlington Marshes at noon on Aug 4
37. Swift: I had supposed that the one seen on Sep 21 near Lymington was the last of the
year but Oct 2 brought news of another over Portland Bill
38. Woodlark: Two more reports as birds move to winter quarters near the coast. On Oct
2 one was over Luccombe Down near Ventnor on the IoW and on Oct 3 Peter Raby
saw 3 fly east over Gilkicker Point at Gosport.
39. Skylark: Twelve new reports in the latest input, and the counts given, show that these
are now flooding into southern England. On Oct 1 there were counts of 20 going over
Christchurch Harbour, 24 over the Hastings area and 18 passing south of Fareham.
On Oct 2 a three hour count at Christchurch Harbour recorded 84 going west and
another 42 went over Portland in two hours while Mark Rolfe had another 14 south of
Fareham. On Oct 3 Andy Johnson noted 25 passing over Sandy Point on Hayling and
12 went west over Newtown Harbour (IoW) on Oct 4. Among these birds Cliff Dean
spotted a leucistic (white) bird at Pett Level near Hastings but thinks it was a local bird
as he had seen it before in August.
40. Sand Martin: 10 were still to be seen over Ivy Lake at Chichester on Oct 1 and a single
was over the Isle of Wight on Oct 2.
41. Hirundines: No shortage of the other species yet with 960 Swallows over
Christchurch Harbour in 3 hours on Oct 2 and 470 there on Oct 3. Lots of House
Martins were moving on Oct 2 when an estimated 5500 went west at Newhaven in
less then 2 hours and another 1000 flew west over Christchurch Harbour.
42. Richard's Pipit: One was seen at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3 - fourth south coast
record for this autumn
43. Rock Pipit: Among several recent reports Andy Johnson had at least one flying over
Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 3 but I still have not heard of any settling for the winter
on the shores of out local Solent harbours.
44. Yellow Wagtail: Still plenty of reports of these seen along the coast up to Oct 3 but the
highest count given in the 11 latest reports is of just two birds.

45. Alba Wagtails: Plenty of flocks on the move at the moment with several counts of over
200 and one of 510 birds going west over Christchurch Harbour in 3 hours on Oct 2
46. Dunnock: Since reporting that one was singing in a shore garden at Emsworth on Oct
2 I see that Ian Pibworth at the Southampton Testwood Lakes was surprised to see a
group of 9 birds there together at dawn on that day, and to read that on Oct 3 there
were 'several new arrivals at Portland along with Wrens and Robins'. The arrival of
winter migrants in established territories is the most likely reason for out of season
singing (I have been looking out for reports of Skylarks in full song recently but have
not seen one so far).
47. Ring Ouzel: Singles were at Portland on Oct 2 and 3 and two flew east over
Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3 bringing the number of reports since Aug 27 to 20.
48. Fieldfare: The first I have heard of came in from the continent to Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 3 before flying on north.
49. Song Thrush: 51 Song Thrushes also went north over Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3
(with one Mistle Thrush) and 65 passed through Dungeness on Oct 3
50. Redwing: The first wave of Redwings came in from the south on Oct 3 giving rise to
reports on that day of 22 over the Blackgang area near St Catherine's Point on the
IoW, 20 flying west over Farnborough, 12 over Christchurch Harbour, 2 over
Woodingdean between Brighton and Lewes and just one at Portland
51. Passerine Migrants: Many of our summer birds are still heading south in numbers but
the supply of others seems to have dried up - the last Nightingale was reported on
Sep 2, Lesser Whitethroat on Sep 25, Garden Warbler on Sep 24, and Wood
Warbler on Aug 25 while a late Willow Warbler was at Dungeness on Oct 1 after the
last regular bird hav been seen on Sep 24. Spotted Flycatchers seem to have ended
on Sep 25 and Pied Flycatchers on Sep 18 (though there was a single late bird on
Sep 29)
52. Yellow-browed Warbler: One was at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3 (2 or 3 had been
there on Sep 29) after early birds at Portland on Sep 17 and Dungeness on Sep 19.
53. Goldcrest: The biggest count of the autumn so far was of 70 at Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 3. No doubt many more have arrived all along the coast and a few Firecrest
have also arrived (four reports of singles in the Oct 1 to 3 period)
54. Starling: I am quite accustomed to seeing small flocks on the upper shoreline here in
Hampshire but I can understand Cliff Dean's surprise when a flock of more than 2000
descended on the Pett Level shore north east of Hastings and pretended to be Dunlin
while passing the time before going to the nearby reedbeds for the night.
55. House Sparrow: I know that Tree Sparrows are regular cross channel migrants but I
have never thought of House Sparrows carrying passports so I was interested to see a
report from Christchurch Harbour of 18 House Sparrows among the birds moving
south there on Oct 1 (the report does not say they were seen heading out to sea!)
56. Tree Sparrow: On Oct 1 three birds were described as 'new in' at Doleham in the
Brede valley west of Rye and on Oct 2 Dungeness reported 59 passing over
(presumably coming in from France).
57. Chaffinch: On Oct 1 there were reports of 40 on the move in the Hastings area and 75
at Christchurch where a 3 hour count on Oct 2 recorded 609 birds with another 125
there on Oct 3 (several other reports of Chaffinch on the move elsewhere recently
including 16 over Sandy Point on Hayling on Oct 3). Greenfinch are also on the move.

58. Goldfinch: Many reports of these being seen in hundreds and a peak count of 1130
passing east over Christchurch Harbour in 3 hours on Oct 2 (with another 960 there on
Oct 3 plus 720 on the Sussex shore near Worthing)
59. Linnet: Portland seems to have had more Linnet than most places recently - counts of
500 going south on Oct 1 and 550 in 2 hours on Oct 2.
60. Lesser Redpoll: The recent regular widespead reports of small parties (less than 10
birds) increased to give 16 at Dungeness on Oct 2 and 64 over Christchurch Harbour
on Oct 3 (plus 18 east near Worthing that day).
61. Lapland Bunting: Two were at Christchurch Harbour on Oct 3 (No further news of the
single at Portland on Sep 28/29)
62. Reed Bunting: As with most passerines many are now on the move with a count of
112 west over Christchurch Harbour in 3 hours on Oct 2 being the largest total. Sadly
other Bunting species are not being seen in similar numbers - among the 19 reports of
Yellowhammer since Aug 1 the highest count was of just 8 birds on the IoW on Sep 18
and a similar look at reports of Corn Bunting since Aug 1 shows just 3 sightings, the
last being of 6 birds at Rye Harbour on Sep 29.
PLANTS
1. Plants flowering in October: My count of species in flower in October is 123.
2. Corn Parsley: A single small plant was flowering at Farlington Marshes on Oct 3 and
before writing these notes I have found another more substantial plant in flower in the
old Havant cemetery off New Lane/Eastern Road on Oct 6
3. Strawberry Tree: Brian Fellows found fruit starting to turn yellow on a tree in Slipper
Road at Emsworth on Oct 2. Brian does not mention seeing any flowers on that tree
and I think they will not appear until the fruits have become red.
4. Slender Vervain: A single plant of this was flowering almost hidden in undergrowth
beside the new Farlington Marshes cycleway just by the wooden gate into the
Broadmarsh area on Oct 3
5. Sweet Tobacco (Nicotiana alata): Also found on Oct 3 by the cycleway where the
footpath into the east gate of Farlington Marshes leaves it. This is not the tall Tobacco
plant with very long thin flowers that can now be seen in formal flowerbeds but is a
small species about 30 cm high with (in this case) a single large white flower pointing
upward. Near it the Thorn Apple plant still bears many open seed cases with fruits
inside them but the Apple of Peru plant has totally vanished since I first found it on
Sep 19
6. Chinese Mugwort: Also growing at the Broadmarsh end of the cycleway the cluster of
plants has acquired a show of flower buds since I was there on Sep 19 but none are yet
in flower.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Small Copper: 13 were seen at Oxenbourne Down below Butser Hill on Oct 2 two of them were mating. With them were a single Common Blue, eight
Commas, nine Meadow Browns and one Small Heath

o

Red Admiral: Plenty of these still around - also still on general view are Small
Whites, Commas and Speckled Woods.

o

Painted Lady: One was seen at Keyhaven (Lymington) on Oct 1

2. Moths: Just two firsts for the year.
o

Large Ranunculus (B&F 2252): Dave Owen had the first of the year at Alton on
Sep 28, closely followed by two further finds on Oct 1 at Winchester and
Andover. This moth is so well camouflaged that I could not pick it out from its
background in the photo on the Butterfly Conservation website until I had looked
at an illustration in my moth book to find out what sort of pattern I should be
looking for!

o

Dark Crimson Underwing (B&F 2455): The first record for this year comes
from Pegwell Bay in Kent on Sep 29

o

Clancy's Rustic (B&F 2387a): The overall first for the year was seen on June
24 (one in Dorset and one in Kent on the same day) but the first for Hampshire
was only seen in late September by Andy Johnson on Hayling Island (he found
two in his trap on Sep 30 but had had three others on recent previous nights).
Although this is a rare migrant (the very first for Hampshire was only found in
2003 by John Langmaid at Southsea) it seems likely that there are now a few
colonies breeding in southern England.

o

Clifden Nonpareil (B&F 2451): A second for the year was taken at Lulworth in
Dorset on Sep 29 (after the first at Dorchester on Sep 25)

OTHER
1. Grey Seal: Derek Hale saw one in Newtown Harbour on the north coast of the IoW on
Oct 2. This is the seventh report of Grey Seal on the south coast which I have heard of
this year, compared to 11 reports of Common Seal, and follows reports of a Grey Seal
off the Lymington shore on the other side of the Solent in January and April. There was
just one Common Seal sighting from Lymington in February, and the count of only 11
reports in total is misleading as they are resident in Chichester Harbour and are
probably in Langstone Harbour throughout the year.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0210
Tue 4 Oct
A. Langstone-Warblington shore
As the tide would be starting to rise when I reached the Langstone shore on my weekly
poster round I took my scope with me to check out the large number of Godwits which
I had seen distantly there on Sep 29, and a good look at them this morning showed me
that the great majority (more than 150) were Bar-tails with only 20+ Black-wits.
There is usually a flock of several hundred on this shore at this time of year and even if
you can’t see them well enough to be sure of the length of their legs and the colour of
their upper plumage a good clue as to which species you are looking at is the way they
distribute themselves on the shore - Blackwits are often at the water’s edge or some
little way out into the water, though they also feed on the open mud away from the
water’s edge, but in my experience they form clusters of birds whereas the Bar-tails
tend to form a long thin line right at the water’s edge or on the mud within a few feet of
the water.
This morning Lapwing, Teal, Redshank and Oystercatchers each numbered 50+
with perhaps 20 Dunlin and 10 each of Grey Plover and Curlew plus 3 Greenshank
and 6 Shelduck. In the distance were around 25 Blackbacks - almost certainly

Lessers by size comparison with a few Herring Gulls, and at Langstone Pond a Cetti’s
Warbler was singing strongly.
Mon 3 Oct
A. Broadmarsh to Farlington
This afternoon I walked from Broadmarsh along the new cycleway to the eastern gate
of Farlingon Marshes, across the bushes area to the lake and back to Broadmarsh via
the full circuit of the seawall.
There were few birds at the start, only the flock of 23 Great Crested Grebes in
Chalkdock and on arrival at the Marshes the best I could find was a single Stock Dove
overhead and a very noisy Pheasant in the reed infested north end of the Hay field.
Things got better when I reached the reserve bulding and the stream in which there
were many Teal with Shoveler, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen and Little Grebe plus a
couple of Godwits. Getting nearer the lake I passed 15 Canada Geese and perhaps
50 Lapwing, and on the blackberry bushes I saw two female Blackcaps and a couple
of Chiffchaffs.
At the lake the big show of Black-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover and Redshank was
enhanced by the presence of at least one each of Avocet, Spotted Redshank,
Curlew Sandpiper, and Water Rail with a fair number of Snipe. Among the many
Teal and Mallard I picked out a couple of Pintail (but did not see any Wigeon until I got
to the Deeps where there were at least 11). Also at the lake there were a few Dunlin
and I believe I saw two or three Bearded Tits making brief flights but disappearing
before I could get them in my bins.
While at the lake I watched a shore encounter between a hunting Sparrowhawk and a
juvenile Kestrel which later showed its beautiful barred back when it perched in the
sun on top of a Hawthorn. Behind my back I heard a noisy juvenile Sandwich Tern
pestering its parent for food. One of three Cetti’s Warblers which I heard singing
durng the visit was near the lake.
On the eastern seawall the tide had already fallen and I saw 19 Egrets on the mud but
hardly any waders. At the Deeps I heard and glimpsed at least three Reed Buntings
and as I walked north I found two Swans in the ditch, a male Stonechat on the fence
and a Kingfisher flying south. On the main marsh some 150 Goldfinch were on
thistles or flying around searching for them.
On the way out the only plant to catch my attention was Chinese Mugwort which had
flower buds but none yet in flower. In the Marshes I was surprised to find a single plant
of Corn Parsley in flower and on the eastern seawall as I was leaving a Dog Rose
bush had a few flowers. Rejoining the cycleway I noticed a small Tobacco plant (about
30cm high) with a single white cone shaped flower pointing upwards and when I got
home I decided it must have been Nicotiana alata (Sweet Tobacco). A similar
surprise came when I reached the wooden gate into Broadmarsh from the cycleway.
As I was opening the gate I noticed in the undergrowth at my feet a bright magenta
flower head on a single plant of what I think is called Slender Vervain.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 26 - OCT 2 (WEEK 39)
A. Around Emsworth
The morning was too sunny for settling down to the routine of compiling the news
reports (below) until I had been out in the fresh air so, as the tide was high, I headed
west for Emsworth for a circuit inland around Westbourne. Luckily I decided to have a

look at the sea by going along the Western Parade seafront into Emsworth for (while
there were only a few gulls on the water) I heard strong and continuous song
coming from a Dunnock in one of the seafront gardens - my first since the end of July
and probably my last until they all start singing at the beginning of November.
The only other bird of interest on the sea here was a single brown cygnet with none
of its family anywhere within sight - maybe this was the same loner that had appeared
on Langstone Pond at the end of August.
In Brook Meadow I heard Great Spotted Woodpecker, Grey Wagtail and Longtailed
Tits and found Common Comfrey and Michaelmas Daisies flowering well but the
most interesting sight was was I took to be a pair of large orange slugs in the act of
mating. They were in what had been long damp grass but that has recently been
‘close mown’, exposing them to passers by as they lay with each of their bodies curved
into a semi-circle, the head of each touching the tail of the other - the two bodies thus
formed a circle, and the centre of that circle was full of a whitish foamy slime. The only
book which I have about Slugs suggests the species may have been called Arion
subfuscus, each slug being nearly 10 cm long and having a distinct orange colour,
particularly along lower sides of its body.
Leaving Brook Meadow via the north-west bridge I checked the rough grass between
the river and Seagull Lane, finding not only the very last two flowers of the year on the
Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea (the wild Sweet Pea) but also a clump of Hoary Cress
plants flowering as if it were spring.
Heading north from here under the rail bridge and turning right on the path to Lumley
Mill I passed some pretty plants of Indian Balsam in fresh flower but saw no sign of
flowers on the Greater Celandine near the Mill itself. I then went south down Lumley
Road to where the mill stream flows between the road and the row of cottages,
requiring each house to have its own bridge over the stream to get from the road to the
front door - my reason for going out of my way here (when I should have been heading
north) was to see if any Skullcap was still flowering on the damp walls of the stream
channel. No Skullcap but there were two unexpected finds - one was Brian Fellows
coming down the road and the other was a view of a small to medium sized fern with
fresh green leaves growning from a crevice in one of the bridges. I am pretty sure this
was Black Spleenwort, by no means a rarity but very uncommon in the Havant area (I
only know of it on the church at Chalton, north of Rowlands Castle, and that may have
been cleaned off!). Brian also saw it and will no doubt have another look next time he
goes by and will tell me if he disagrees after checking his books.
Resuming my route north up Lumley Mill Lane to Westbourne there was nothing of
special interest, nor did I find anything until I was back in Havant after crossing the
railway footbridge from the Rowan Road area of Denvilles (lots of Rowan berries
there to welcome Waxwings if they return this winter) to New Lane in West Leigh. At
the west end of the bridge footpath, where it joins Downley Road, there is a small cul
de sac of totally unused road which always has interesting wild flowers, and I was not
disappointed today. From a distance I could see Great Mullein in flower and a close
look gave me fresh Common Poppies, White Campion, Purple Toadflax, Annual
Wall-rocket and best of all some Tansy still in flower.
B. Highlights of the following Reports
In checking through the list below don’t miss news of more Red-throated Divers, the
first Red-necked Grebe in the Solent area and more on the return of migrant Brent.
Rarities include a Montagu’s Harrier near Titchfield and a Baird’s Sandpiper at
Keyhaven. Migrant Nightjars have been seen on passage and the first Brambling of
the winter has arried - plus an escaped Vulture in the Chichester area.

Plant news includes a first find of Black Spleenwort at Emsworth and insect news has
a note of a new to Britain bee species that has been seen on the Isle of Wight, in
Dorset and in Sussex - is the Havant area next? And for real excitement there is a
sighting of mating slugs ...
C. (Sun0210) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2809
BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: Following Bob Marchant's sighting of one off Titchfield Haven on
Sep 28 I have seen that the 'first of the autumn' was also claimed by Dungeness on
that same day, and that another was off Ventnor (IoW) on Sep 30
2. Red-necked Grebe: One of these had been seen off Christchurch Harbour on Sep 24
and more recently there has been one off the east coast of the IoW in the Sandown
Bay area on Sep 29 and 30
3. Sooty Shearwater: At Dungeness 24 of these were seen going west on Sep 30 and
there were probably at least five more in the English Channel as 5 were seen at
Portland that day (with another 4 Balearic Shearwaters - this species is nowadays
seen almost every day!)
4. Shag: 30 were seen on the Culver cliffs just west of the Bembridge Foreland on Sep 30
and at least another 2 were on buoys in the Sandown area further north.
5. Spoonbill: In addition to the birds that have been at Titchfield Haven this month at
least one was in the Sandwich Bay area on Sep 24 to be counted as one of 97 species
seen there that day.
6. Canada Goose: More than 300 have been at Titchfield Haven towards the end of
September
7. Brent Goose: I saw my first genuine Dark-belied migrants on Sep 30 (around 30 of
them partly hidden by Spartina grass on saltings in the Sinah Lake area of Langstone
Harbour seen from the west shore of Hayling close to Saltmarsh Lane). I was then told
by Alistair Martin that he had seen 7 there on Sep 29, and (as expected) I have since
heard that Jason Crook had seen more and earlier though I have not yet been online to
see exactly what he said (as the migrants were starting to fly along the Channel coast
on Sep 24 and 25 it would not be surprising to hear that some had reached Langstone
Harbour on Sep 25 or 26, though sightings at this early stage are usually of birds
making a brief stop over before continuing west so numbers vary from day to day)
(Since writing this I have seen Jason’s message saying: - "As far as returns of
Dark-bellies to Langstone Harbour is concerned, the following is a summary so far this
autumn: First return on Sept 16th, a single, joined the summering birds (6) but beaten
up frequently! Then a pair (also new) from 18th-19th. A group of 18 on 24th, increasing
to 24 on 29th and 35 on 30th." I have also spoken to Jason and he tells me that he was
convinced by their behaviour that the two or three ‘early birds’ were migrants, not
summering birds, albeit ‘loners’.)
Other reports of Brent include a lone bird flying down the east coast of the IoW on Sep
30 and a further sighting of the bird which is now wandering around Portsmouth
Harbour after summering there - it was seen in the Cams Bay area of Fareham Creek
by Trevor Carpenter - also on Sep 30. Dennis Bill adds that he has now heard that
there were probably two Brent summering in Portsmouth Harbour this year.

8. Garganey: One which had been in Yarmouth Harbour (IoW) from Sep 8 to 13 may
have stayed on there as it or a similar female/immature bird was seen again on Sep 30
9. Long-tailed Duck: No new sighting but I now understand that the bird seen in the
Titchfield Haven area on Sep 18 was not just a fly by over the sea but was, even more
strangely, seen from one of the hides as it flew down river.
10. Montagu's Harrier: A ring-tail was seen by Richard Carpenter on Sep 29 flying west
over Posbrook Lane (which runs down the west side of the Titchfield Haven area)
11. Dotterel: Although not in our area it is interesting to hear of a juvenile being seen
among Golden Plover at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Sep 27
12. Lapwing: After reading of 1200 Lapwing in the Kent Stour valley on Sep 29 I was
brought back to local reality by a message from Tom Bickerton who had just seen a
flock of 30 or more in school playing fields on the western edge of Leigh Park here in
Havant - neither Tom nor I expect those birds to stay there but a flock should now be
building up in the Farlington Marshes area and they may well join the birds there.
13. Baird's Sandpiper: Hampshire had one of its more exciting birds arrive at the
Keyhaven Marshes near Lymington on Sep 29 and it was still there on the evening of
Sep 30
14. Jack Snipe: So far there have only been four reports of this species that I have seen
this autumn - all were at Christchurch Harbour and probably refer to just two birds, one
there on Sep 11 and 12, the other on Sep 28 and 30.
15. Common Sandpiper: Maybe their passage is now tailing off. The last count in double
figures was back on Sep 11 (11 birds at Titchfield Haven) and the run of multiple
reports on most days has diminished to just two reports on Sep 24, two more on Sep
25, one on Sep 27 and none since. There will of course be a number of wintering birds.
16. Grey Phalarope: A second for the autumn (after the Lymington bird on Aug 25 and 26)
was briefly in the Portland Harbour area on Sep 30.
17. Sandwich Tern: As the supply of these seemed to be drying up there was a count of
195 going west at Dungeness on Sep 30 (and 65 at Christchurch Harbour that same
day) with 106 Common and 4 Arctic Terns (I haven't heard of any Little Terns since
Sep 14 and the last Black Tern was seen on Sep 22)
18. Razorbill: 3 were in the Sandown Bay area of the IoW on Sep 30 when another 11
were heading west off Dungeness
19. Stock Dove: A very casual observation of an increase in local numbers (more than 6
seen coming to roost in trees near Langstone Pond in Havant on the evening of Sep
29) co-incided with an exceptional report of 85 in the Kent Stour valley on that day maybe there has been a mini-invasion? Interestingly there was also an unexpected
report of 44 Collared Doves at Newlands Farm (just south of Fareham) also on Sep
29
20. Nightjar: These are now leaving us and heading south. On Sep 29 one was seen
flying south over a roundabout on the A24 close to Horsham and on the same day a
juvenile was nearly trodden on by birders at Hengistbury Head (Christchurch Harbour).
21. Kingfisher: On Oct 1 one shot by me going up the Brockhampton Stream on the west
side of Budds Farm sewage works at Havant.

22. Woodlark: The bird which was heard singing over the turf fields close to Horsham in
Sussex on Sep 20 seems to be still there as one was seen singing from its display flight
on Sep 26 at the same site.
23. Skylark: Further news of continental arrivals is probably implicit in a report of 22 flying
over Rye Harbour on Sep 29
24. Yellow Wagtail: I am still seeing daily reports of these birds in small numbers (latest is
of 6 at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 30) and I also hear from Richard Carpenter that
the maximum roost count at Titchfield Haven this autumn (no date given) was just 80 last year they had more than 200 on Sep 5 and over 120 in Sep 14.
25. Alba Wagtails: Their passage is now well under way with a count of 268 going over
Portland in just two hours on Sep 28, and several similar large counts (next biggest
was 126 at Christchurch Harbour on the same day). I presume the majority of these
birds are Pied Wagtails but if so I wonder where they are coming from and going to? I
see very few reports of White Wagtails coming over here in any numbers to stay for the
winter but have no idea if many of our Pied Wagtails go south for the winter.
26. Dunnock: On Oct 2 I heard one singing strongly and repetitively in a garden on the
Emsworth Western Parade - the first I have heard anywhere since July 25. Last year
the dates were July 23 and Sep 30 followed by just two records in October until daily
service started on Oct 31.
27. Song Thrush: The 12 birds seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 26 had increased to
at least 27 on Sep 28 as more arrive from the continent
28. Yellow-browed Warbler: Two (possibly three) were at Christchurch Harbour on Sep
29
29. Bearded Tit: Now that their autumn migration season is under way more birds are
showing themselves at their regular haunts. Back on Sep 21 more than 50 were seen
in the Kent Stour Valley reeds and 20 were seen at Titchfield Haven on Sep 28
30. Brambling: As Chaffinches start to pour back into the south of England the first
Brambling of the autumn has been seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 28. A single
Tree Sparrow was also there that day, and to give a feel for the passerine movement
now going on some of the other counts from Christchurch on Sep 28 were 270
Goldfinch, 126 alba Wagtail, 99 Siskin, 90 Greenfinch, 85 Chaffinch, 73 Reed
Bunting, and 8 Redpoll. Further west along the coast the results of a 2 hour count of
passerines at Portland Bill included 960 Meadow Pipits, 325 Linnets, 268 alba
wagtails, and 179 Goldfinches
31. Yellowhammer: To give a realistic contrast to these large numbers of small birds on
the move a single Yellowhammer seen by Richard Carpenter in the Brownwich area
west of Titchfield Haven was noted as 'the first here for some time'.
32. Corn Bunting: Six were seen at Rye Harbour on Sep 29 - the first mention of this
species anywhere since Aug 18.
33. Escapees: A motley crew this week - on Sep 28 there was a Peach-faced Lovebird
near the Selsey Lifeboat Station and at Portland Bill a Yellow-fronted Canary was
trapped in the ringers nets, and nearer home the Portsmouth NEWS carried a photo of
a Vulture which had chewed through its jesses and flown off from the Sussex Falconry
Centre just south of Chichester.
PLANTS

1. Black Spleenwort: This is not very common in south east Hampshire but on Oct 2 I
spotted what I am pretty sure must have been this species growing from a crevice in a
concrete bridge over the mill stream running alongside Lumley Road in Emsworth (the
site is actually in Sussex!).
2. Field Pennycress: A few plants had flowers and distinctive seeds in the new soil
outside the new Havant Borough services sites off Southmoor Lane in Havant on Oct 1
3. Indian Balsam: Luckily this is not a problem weed on watercourses in the Havant area
so I was surprised to find a few plants flowering in Emsworth not far west of Lumley Mill
on Oct 2
4. Betony: Brian Fellows found this flowering on Stoughton Down, not far from Kingley
Vale to the north of Chichester on Sep 29
5. Harebell: This was also still flowering in Stoughton Down on Sep 29, as was Field
Scabious
6. Tansy: Still flowering on Oct 2 among the factories of New Lane in Havant in a cul de
sac where it was accompanied by Great Mullein, Common Poppy and Annual
Wall-rocket
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Just one seen at Selsey Bill on Sep 28 (and another in the
Channel Isles that day)

o

Small Copper: Just two singles seen on Sep 24 were the last reported from the
mainland (Hampshire) but someone on Sark in the Channel Isles, writing on
Sep 28, reported a recent large hatch of Small Coppers, Commas, Small
Heaths and Painted Ladies as well as unprecendented numbers of Red
Admirals.

o

Painted Lady: Despite the report from Sark there is only one report of a Painted
Lady on the mainland - just one in the Portland Bill moth trap on Sep 29.

o

Speckled Wood: On Sep 19 Brian Fellows photographed the underside of what
he thought was an 'unusually dark Small Heath' at Esmworth at a site where
there are normally no Small Heaths. Brian did not see the butterfly open its
wings to show the upper surface and when I saw the picture of the underside
the only thing I could turn it into was a Large Heath (which was impossible here
in southern England). Andrew Brookes has just returned from holiday and
pointed out that the butterfly could only be a very small Speckled Wood.

o

Monarch: The first report of the year comes from Sark in the Channel Islands
on Sep 28 and was probably a genuine trans Atlantic vagrant

2. Moths: Two new first dates for the year
o

Copper Underwing (B&F 2297): I had previously noted the first find of this for
the year as being on Sep 10 but have since seen that one was trapped at
Titchfield Haven on Sep 3

o

Clifden Nonpareil (B&F 2451): The first and only report I know of was of one
seen on a garage wall in the Dorchester area of Dorset on Sep 25

o

Eyed Hawkmoth caterpillar??: On Sep 30 Barry Yates, warden of Rye
Harbour nature reserve, was puzzled to find a 5cm long caterpillar on his car
windscreen which looked like that of an Eyed Hawk except that it was almost
white with faint markings - has anyone heard of albinism in caterpillars before
(or was this a leg pull - Barry's report did say that the caterpillar was 50cm long
but I took that to be a slip of the decimal point).

3. Other insects:
o

Colletes hederae (Ivy Bee): This bee (to which I have given the name Ivy Bee
as it likes to dig its nests in sandy soil at the foot of banks of flowering ivy from
which it collects pollen - presumably to deposit in the nests as food for its
offspring) was new to Britain only a few years ago. It was first recorded in the
Channel Islands, then in the Isle of Wight and Dorset and in 2004 a colony was
found on Castle Hill in Hastings. In the past week there has been a search of
the Hastings area for more colonies and one was found with thousands of
bees present. Andy Phillips says that 'We noticed lots of mating behaviour as
up to a dozen males gathered outside each female's nest hole waiting for her to
emerge.' Although this species is new to Britain I think you can get a good idea
of what it looks like from Michael Chinery's 'Collins Guide to Insects' which
illustrates a related species called Colletes succinctus - that species is just
over 1 cm long.

o

Hornet: Another sighting of three along the Titchfield Canal path by Richard
Carpenter on Sep 30 is in line with an expected increase in sightings as the
Hornets cease to be tied to work in their nests.

OTHER
1. Slug species: Although I do not know its proper name (possibly Arion subfuscus?) I
am very familiar with one of the larger species which is generally bright orange in
colour. On Oct 2, when in Brook Meadow at Emsworth, I came on two of these which
were, I think, mating. Each was curved into a semicircle, each having its head touching
the tail of the other so as to form a complete circle, and in the centre of this circle was a
mass of whitish 'foam'.
2. Bullhead fish; On Sep 29 a class of boys from a Portsmouth school visited Brook
Meadow at Emsworth and showed that British youth has not lost its prowess by
catching one of these small 'Miller's Thumb' fish. The low water level (the stony bottom
of the Ems is now showing in many places) must have helped in this.
3. Fungi: At South Boarhunt (north west of Portsdown) on Sep 27 Richard Carpenter
found the first Russula of the autumn (R. atropurpurea which he calls a Purple
Brittlegill but which I know as the Blackish-purple Russula. Also there he found
Lycoperdon perlatum puffballs
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Sat 1 Oct
A. Around south west Havant
Heading west along Solent Road there was plenty of Black Mustard still flowering
across the road from Tesco, and reaching the footbridge taking the Wayfarers Way
path over the Hermitage Stream by the Bedhampton Water Works I found my first two
Red Admirals of the day on the flowering Ivy. Later in my circuit to Broadmarsh and
back along the shore I must have seen a total of around 8 Red Admirals, half a dozen

Small Whites and one Comma with at least two Common Darters and one Migrant
Hawker.
At the water works overflow sluice (which had been dry last time I came along) fresh
water had brought both Stream Water Crowfoot and hybrid Water Speedwell back
into flower along with Water Forget-me-not and Water Cress. Nearby Dove’s Foot
Cranesbill was still flowering and overhead flew a Grey Wagtail and some twenty
Goldfinch, while in the distance three Egrets were taking a high tide rest in the trees.
Nothing of interest on the Bedhampton Mill Pond but Field Forget-me-not was
flowering at the pathside, and over the A27 on the edge of the old Broadmarsh playing
fields I came on a large clump of Lesser Stitchwort in flower.
The edges of the western shore carpark at Broadmarsh had their usual rag-bag of
flowers - Musk Mallow was flourishing and Common Fumitory was flowering
alongside it along with Annual Wall-rocket and Scarlet Pimpernel. On the seawall a
few flowers of Golden Samphire were still showing and several fresh plants of
Hemlock were in flower.
Heading down the Brockhampton stream a Kingfisher shot upstream past me and
further down the dreaded Japanese Knotweed was in full flower. Nothing special in
the way of wildfowl on the Budds Farm pools - the Swans have gone and the maing
species were about 20 each of Mallard, Teal and Shoveler with half a dozen Tufted
Duck and Little Grebes plus Coot and Moorhen. A beautifully coloured male
Sparrowhawk flew low along the water’s edge to give a moment’s excitement.
Looking out over the harbour I could see a distant Tern which was a Sandwich by size
and wingshape but seemed to have a dark upper surface.
Heading up Southmoor Lane past the Penner Road junction I paused to look in the
‘flower beds’ around the factory sites and when checking the berries on a Nightshade
to confirm that it was Green and not Black I found that alongside it were several plants
of Field Penny-cress with flowers and their distinctive ‘Honesty like’ seeds. Both
Large-flowered Evening Primrose and Common Storksbill were also flowering
nearby.
Wed 28 Sep
A. Highlights of Latest Reports (below)
Genuine migrant Brent have at last arrived and the first Red-throated Diver and
Red-necked Grebe have been seen.
Chaffinches are at last returning along with large numbers of the smaller birds that we
take for granted as present all the year round but for which we are becoming more and
more dependent on cross channel sources
Locally the Barn Owls at Idsworth are now feeding their second batch of chicks for
the year but food may be becoming difficult for the adults to find - even the farm cat is
no longer bringing in voles.
The first flowers of the 2006 season are now out - Butcher’s Broom flowering at
Langstone - and among the many second flowerings of the year the least expected is
Germander Speedwell in Emsworth.
An unusual report of a Pygmy Shrew surviving capture by a dog may have led me to
discover the creator of small vertical ‘mine shaft’ holes in the ground having the
diameter of a 2p piece - they are probably made by Common Shrews.

In the Insect news is the first report of Hornets on their annual ‘death leave’ freedom to
roam flights.
B. (Wed2809) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
1. Red-throated Diver: First of the autumn seen on Sep 28 by Bob Marchant in a choppy
sea off Titchfield Haven. Bob thought the bird might be oiled but it was swimming and
diving without apparent difficulty and was still in summer plumage. This is the first
report from the south coast since May 21. Last year the first autumn bird was off Ryde
pier on Sep 23, followed by a one passing Selsey Bill on Oct 7.
2. Red-necked Grebe: First of the autumn was at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 24. Last
year the first was in the Pagham Harbour area on Sep 27 with a month's wait for the
second report of one at Selsey on Oct 20.
3. Other Grebes: A couple of Little Grebes seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 26
were described as new arrivals and no doubt birds are now starting to arrive at other
coastal locations for the winter. A Great Crested Grebe seen fishing on the Emsworth
Slipper Millpond on Sep 27 was new to the area (and the first Brian Fellows has ever
known to be on this pond).
4. Sooty Shearwater: One was off Portland on Sep 25 and two were at Dungeness on
Sep 27. These bring the number of reports (starting on July 23) to 14.
5. Storm Petrel: A possible was off Selsey Bill on Sep 27 seen by an unnamed observer
before the 'expert' sea watchers arrived.
6. Cormorant: A WeBS count in Christchurch Harbour on Sep 25 recorded 83
Cormorants (Also 32 Little Egrets, 10 Herons, 191 Mute Swans, 190 Wigeon, 6
Water Rails, and 328 Coot)
7. Shag: More than 13 flew east past Selsey Bill on Sep 27
8. Great White Egret: One still at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on Sep 25 with 50 Grey
Herons
9. Mute Swan: 60 were on Tundry Pond near Fleet in north Hampshire on Sep 27 (with
60 Greylags, more than 200 Canada Geese, 13 Egyptian Geese, 45 Wigeon and 4
Cormorant).
10. Brent Goose: At last news of definite migrants on Sep 25 when Paul James saw 5
fly west past Brighton. They almost certainly started to arrive on Sep 24 when Cliff
Dean at Pett Level wrote .. "A true signifier of the turning season is the arrival of Brent
Geese: my first was on the 24th." Also on Sep 24 Mike Terry saw one in the Solent off
Hurst Castle. There can be no doubt about the five off Brighton but I still reserve
judgement on single birds appearing on the water in areas where birds had been seen
after the migrants left last spring - at Hurst one was seen alone on May 11 (with some
sort of green spot on its back) and on May 23 a lame bird was seen in the Keyhaven
Fishtail lagoon). Cliff Dean's report was almost certainly of migrants but would have
been more convincing had he given a count of the birds he saw - his statement could
be read as referring to a single bird, and that could have wandered round the Kent
coast from perhaps the Thames estuary.

Writing these notes on Sep 30 I can add that Alistair Martin saw seven Brent in
Langstone Harbour on Sep 29 and on Sep 30 I saw around 30 there from the
Hayling west shore at Saltmarsh Lane
11. Shelduck: These had started to arrive back from their moult on Sep 17 when 22 were
at Christchurch Harbour. More recently Mike Terry noted his earliest party of Shelduck
back in the Solent off Hurst Castle and on Sep 28 the flock in Newtown Harbour (IoW)
was up to 12 birds. Before writing this I saw my first two adults back on the Warblington
shore of Havant on the evening of Sep 29.
12. Mallard: The drakes are already coming out of their eclipse and showing glossy heads
once more and on Sep 25 a female had three tiny ducklings with her on the
Emsworth Town Millpond.
13. Marsh Harrier: On Sep 24 a party of four were seen by Kris Gillam to fly north west
from Tennyson Down on the IoW towards Steve Keen in the New Milton area but no
one on the mainland seems to have seen them. On Sep 25 a single young bird was
over Pagham Harbour and another single was seen at Dungeness.
14. Osprey: On Sep 25 Ian Julian saw three together at the Thornham Marshes on
Thorney Island and he says that one has been there for three weeks (maybe he got
that info from Barry Collins - the reports which I have gathered show that Ospreys have
been seen in Chichester Harbour as a whole from Aug 28 with two together on Sep 18
and 19 and now three on Sep 25). At least one was still there on Sep 26
15. Peregrine: Maybe these two have been watching the Ospreys as on Sep 27 Derek
Hale saw a juvenile fly in from the sea at Ventnor (IoW) carrying a fish - he suggests he
is more likely to have taken it off a gull rather than getting it out of the sea (I would
agree with that and can imagine a gull jettisoning its catch when it saw a Peregrine
diving towards it, and the young Peregrine then finding it easier to catch the falling fish
than to follow the evasive flight of the gull)
16. Quail: One was accidentally flushed by Kris Gillam at Luccombe Down above Ventnor
(IoW) on Sep 26. Last winter there was a report of one seen in a Bembridge garden on
Mar 1 (they do occasionally overwinter). I then have 19 reports of sightings between
the start of April and mid-June followed by two autumn reports of presumed migrants
heading south - one at the Lymington marshes on Aug 9 and now this one. Hardly a
'Quail year'!
17. Spotted Crake: Bob Marchant was pleased to find one on his patch at Hook/Warsash
on Sept 24. No more news so far of whether that one stayed on but in checking for
other sightings I see that the one which was at Farlington Marshes and reported there
from Aug 21 to 23 may have stayed on as Spotted Crake is listed among the 79
species seen at the Marshses during the annual day long birdwatch there on Sep 4 (if
the bird seen then was a different bird there have been no other reports of it so I guess
that it may have been the one from Aug 21 suffering the usual loss of newsworthiness
among visiting birders after the 'twitchers' had been to see it). The only other reports of
Spotted Crake this year have all been from Kent, starting with two unusual dates (Apr
12 and July 22 both in the Stour valley) before more normal sightings at Dungeness on
Aug 23 to 31 and in the Stour Valley on Sep 3, 11 and 18.
18. Little Stint: Inland sightings of Little Stint are uncommon but Paul Boult saw one at
Tundry Pond (west of Fleet) on Sep 27 following more normal sightings at Titchfield
Haven on Sep 25 and at Keyhaven on Sep 24 and 25
19. Black-tailed Godwit: Quite a few more birds seem to have recently arrived from
Iceland - at the Chichester lakes 68 were present on Sep 27 (highest previous count

there this autumn had been 57 on Sep 19), at Christchurch Harbour an increase from
around 30 to 50 was noticed on Sep 23 and the WeBS count on Sep 25 found 60
present (while another 13 were seen to arrive from the north on Sep 27). Here in
Havant the number of birds on the Langstone/Warblington shore seems to have
greatly increased recently.
20. Pomarine Skua: Three (only 'possibles') were on a list of 11 Skuas which Bill
Marjeram saw from the Titchfield Haven seafront on the evening of Sep 25. One of
them came close in and was definitely a Bonxie, seven were definitely Arctic Skuas
and the remaining three were the 'possible' Poms.
21. Barn Owl: On Sep 21 I reported the appearance of two second brood chicks in a nest
box at Old Idsworth Farm north of Rowlands Castle and I have had an update on their
progress from David Uren. First of all David tells me that the first brood was succesful
but was earlier than usual, so much so that when Graham Roberts arrived to ring them
at the normal date he found the chicks already too big to ring and had to abandon that
exercise. The current young are thus a genuine 'second brood', but on Sep 27 David
told me that .. "Today I saw a parent flying around the barns at 2pm which suggests a
pressure to feed the young (2 that I have seen). Also the cat has suddenly taken an
interest in the whiskas rather than depositing voles etc on the doorstep which ties up
with a reduction of available foodstuffs." I share David's concern for the survival of
these youngsters (it is quite common for one or more of a normal brood to die for lack
of food).
22. Wryneck: A new bird seems to have arrived at Farlington Marshes on Sep 24 where
Allen Worgan found it showing well by the Deeps. It was still there for Ian Julian on Sep
25, showing openly for at least half an hour. Another bird has been at Luccombe Down
above Ventnor/Shanklin from Sep 24 to at least Sep 27. This seems to have been a
good autumn with at least 20 different Wrynecks being seen along the south coast.
23. Woodlark: One which has reached the south coast and was probably moving around
in search of the best place to spend the winter flew over the Chichester Lakes area on
Sep 25
24. Skylark: These have now started to arrive from the continent and move west along the
south coast (at any time now we may expect to hear local residents in full song to
defend their territories against these invaders - last year one was doing so over the
Warblington farm fields here in Havant on Oct 3). On Sep 24 thirty larks flew over
Dungeness and on that same day at least 8 were going west in the Titchfield area.
25. 'Alba Wagtails': Reports of flocks of what may be Pied or White Wagtails on the move
have increased with news of 56 over Christchurch Harbour on Sep 24 and 108 over
Portland on Sep 25 (and another 96 recorded there in 75 minutes on Sep 26)
26. Song Thrush: More continental birds have been arriving - on Sep 26 a dozen were at
Christchurch Harbour, three of them seen flying in from the sea, on Sep 25 eight were
counted on Luccombe Down (IoW), and on Sep 24 two flew past Steve Keen at Barton
on sea with other migrants (and Richard Cheater noted four more in the Itchen Valley
country park - with a Mistle Thrush among them)
27. Rose-coloured Starling: On Sep 26 a juvenile was reported to be with other Starlings
in a carpark near the Ferry terminal at Yarmouth (IoW) though there have been no
further sightings.
28. Tree Sparrow: Another 22 came in at Dungeness on Sep 24.
29. Chaffinch: Six new reports dated since Sep 21 are among the latest input (compared
to only seven reports for the period July 1 to Sep 20). On Sep 24 a total of 58 flew east

over Christchurch Harbour and next day 23 were noted over Rowborough Down on the
IoW and Sep 26 brought a report of 10 over Dungeness (presumably coming into the
country).
30. Greenfinch: Also on Sep 24 a count of 65 Greenfinch was recorded going east over
Christchurch Harbour
31. Goldfinch: These too are now seriously on the move - the Christchurch Harbour count
on Sep 24 was over 225
32. Siskin: These are still pouring in - among other reports is one of 140 over Dungeness
on Sep 24
33. Linnet: Also on the move with many reports including 200+ east at Christchurch on
Sep 24 and on Sep 26 215 were counted at Portland in 75 minutes.
34. Lapland Bunting: On Sep 28 a single 'tame' bird was in the Cheyne Weare carpark on
Porltand and now has its photo on the observatory website.
PLANTS
1. Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea: This colourful wild version of the gardener's Sweet
Pea was still flowering at Emsworth on Sep 25
2. Wild Angelica: Also still flowering at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Sep 25
3. Marsh Gentian: Peter Vaughan reports a few still flowering on Sep 25 at Bartley
Heath, Hook, near the M3 in north Hampshire, together with Devil's Bit Scabious
4. Germander Speedwell: Brian Fellows reports this as re-flowering at Emsworth's
Brook Meadow on Sep 26 along with Common Comfrey.
5. Butcher's Broom: My personal best find of the week was this in flower in Mill Lane at
Langstone on Sep 27. This plant does begin its flowering in the autumn and could be
called the first flower of the 2006 season - I see that I found it at the same place
(gateway of the West Mill property) on Sep 7 last year..
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Southern Hawker: Still on the wing at Emsworth on Sep 27 with another in my
Havant garden on Sep 29

o

Common Darter: Several at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Sep 27

2. Butterflies: Latest sightings as the season draws to a close.
o

Clouded Yellow: One on the Lymington marshes on Sep 22

o

Brimstone: One in my Havant garden on Sep 30

o

Small Copper: Eight were on Stockbridge Down on Sep 24

o

Brown Argus: Best recent sighting was on Stockbridge Down of one of these
which was in pristine condition on Sept 24 and was possibly a third brood
insect.. this would, I think, be very unusual.

o

Chalkhill Blue: Just one was also seen on Stockbridge Down on Sep 24 with 8
Meadow Browns and a Small Heath.

o

Red Admiral: Visiting the BC HQ at Lulworth in Dorset Jenny Mallett saw 35
Red Admirals on a special Buddliea - on the same bush were 3 Painted Ladies
and a Small Tortoiseshell (and two Hummingbird Hawkmoths)

3. Moths: Two firsts for the year
o

The Mallow (B&F 1745): First for the year seen by Tony Wilson at Edburton at
the north foot of the South Downs north of Brighton.

o

Green-brindled Crescent (B&F 2245): First of the year taken by Paul Boswell
at Greywell near Fleet on Sep 20.

o

Lesser Wax Moth (B&F 1426): A second for the year was taken by Paul
Boswell at Greywell on Sep 20 (though the first was back on June 18 in the
Basingstoke area)

o

Rosy Wave (B&F 1691): A third for the year taken by Richard Moore inland at
Catherington (Waterlooville) on Sep 20 - the two earlier records were both near
the sea (June 16 at Titchfield Haven and June 24 at Lymington marshes - this
moth is described as being normally associated with bogs and marshes and
found in June or July)

o

Purple Bar (B&F 1752): Another late find of a moth normally flying from May to
July was made by Paul Boswell at Greywell on Sep 20.

o

Large Wainscot (B&F 2375): Still early for a moth normally flying in October
was a second of the year taken by Peter Allen at North Gorley near
Fordingbridge on Sep 23

4. Other Insects:
o

Hornet: A postive sign that their breeding season has come to an end and that
the workers are no longer bound to nest duties came when Brian Fellows saw
one on Ivy flowers in his Emsworth garden, far from their normal haunts.

o

Dark Bush Cricket: One seen at Bartley Heath (near Hook in north Hampshire)
on Sep 25 was the first to be reported since nymphs were still being seen in
June though I suspect there have been plenty around for some time.

OTHER
1. Pygmy Shrew: Tony Wilson tells me that in mid-September his dog, which must be
very gentle and have a soft mouth (and also not object to nasty tastes), caught a small
animal and brought it to him. Taking it from the dog's mouth and putting it in the bottom
of a bucket he saw that it was a Pygmy Shrew, roughly the size of a Stag Beetle, with a
bulbous rounded head and short, narrow snout, the first he had ever seen closely. It
was quickly released to complete its short life - at most they live for 18 months, but in
that short time a female can have five or six litters of five to seven young each time.
I had always thought that a Shrew would die from heart failure if it met with a similar
traumatic intervention in its life pattern, but this one did survive, so I wonder if the other
tale told of these tiny creatures, that they have to feed every two hours or die from
starvation, is equally true - if it is true and they need to gobble down a woodlouse or
spider more or less hourly day and night, summer and winter, I can understand why
their life is short! I think it is true as I read that this need for a constant supply of energy
is related to the size of its surface area in relation to its mass - as a warm blooded
animal it is for ever radiating almost as much heat as it can take in, and no

warm-blooded creature could survive if it were any smaller due to these considerations
of heat mechanics.
By chance this find of a Pygmy Shrew has solved a problem that has long troubled me
and which I was unable to answer when it came up again a few months ago. The
problem was what made circular holes in the ground which are about the size of a 2p
coin and have a vertical tunnel below them. The answer is not Pygmy Shrews (the
holes are much larger than they would need) but when looking up Pygmy Shrew in my
Reader's Digest Book of Animals I found an illustration showing a Pgymy Shrew
beating a rapid retreat from the wrath of a Common Shrew whose burrow it has been
using (the tiny species has little spare energy for digging its own tunnels, and uses any
ready made crevice or burrow that it comes across). The illustration shows a
cross-section of the Common Shrew's tunnel running horizontally underground and
then abruptly turning up into a vertical shaft just wide enough to allow the Common
Shrew to scramble up. and I'm pretty sure it is this sort of tunnel that has puzzled me.
2. Common Lizard: As days get shorter and the sun gets cooler Lizards need more
basking time before it gets too cool and they crawl into crevices where they will
hibernate. If you are interested in seeing Lizards you will be interested in a tip from
Barry Yates, warden of the Rye Harbour nature reserve - he has recently put a number
of logs around the edge of the lawn outside his cottage and has been rewarded by
seeing a number of Lizards climbing onto them to get their sunbathing close to the
cover around the lawn from which they come and to which they can quickly retreat if
danger looms.
3. Toads and Frogs: These do not sunbathe like the Lizards but they are often seen at
this time of year as a result of a human urge to get our gardens tidy as winter
approaches. I was recently surprised when mowing the overlong grass at the shady
edge of the lawn when a full grown Frog leapt out to avoid my noisy mower, and an
autumn cut of long damp vegetation on Brook Meadow in Emsworth caused a number
of Toads to flee for their lives - earlier in the summer the Toads and Frogs would not
have been out in these open areas but would have been in more sheltered retreats.
4. Fungi: A Giant Puffball was seen in a Hastings garden on Sep 26, only the second
find I have heard of this autumn since one appeared on Brook Meadow at Emsworth
on Sep 9. Other fungi found by Richard Carpenter on Sep 19 at Curbridge by the
Hamble River which I have omitted to mention in previous updates were Common
Earthball, Hen of the Woods (Grifola frondosa), Red Cracking Bolete and
Spotted Toughshank.
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Tue 27 Sep
A. Around Langstone
Several Chiffchaff were around my garden first thing this morning with at least one
singing and when I was putting up the Nature Notes poster at Langstone West Mill a lot
of noise from a Grey Wagtail overhead made me look up just in time to see a young
male Sparrowhawk rapidly glide overhead before heading down the Langbrook
stream.
At the gateway into the West Mill I dutifully checked the Butcher’s Broom as I have
done for the past few weeks and this time found several fresh flowers which I regard as
the first flowers of the coming year since the flowering period will continue through the
winter.

At Langstone Pond the drake Mallard now show (as Brian Fellows has pointed out)
glossy heads as they start to emerge from eclipse and out in the harbour the waterline
is now packed with waders (mainly Redshank but with a good show of Black-tailed
Godwit and a mixture of other species including two Greenshank). Both here and
back on the South Moors there were more Crows than usual, at least 40 in total - I
suspect they are newcomers who think the shoreline is the best place to find winter
food.
Around Havant later in the day there is still a good selection of somewhat unexpected
town centre plants - Sticky Groundsel, Green Nightshade and Wall Lettuce among
them - and I noticed Wavy Bittercress starting to re-flower.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 19 - 25 (WEEK 38)
Sun 25 Sep
A. (Sun2509) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Slavonian Grebe: An anonymous report on Ian Barnard's website (which focuses on
rare birds in Sussex) says that one Slav Grebe was back off Church Norton on Sep 17,
the first I have heard of on the south coast since Apr 8. Last year two were back there
on Sep 24 but that had only increased to three by Nov 8 and the first 'flock' of 28 was
not there until Nov 24
2. Cory's Shearwater: One off Portland on Sep 23 was the second of the autumn (first
was at Portland on Aug 31 after three 'spring' sightings between April 15 and June 4)
3. Spoonbill: The bird which has been at Titchfield Haven since Sep 11 was still there on
Sep 23
4. Pink-foot Goose: The flock of 19 which appeared in the Kent Stour valley on Sep 17
was down to two birds there on Sep 19 (of course they could be followers, in addition to
the first flock).
5. Brent Geese: Still no significant arrival, and no sightings from further east along the
English Channel, but up to three more Dark-bellied birds have either flown in well
ahead of their companions or have emerged from hiding after spending the summer
here (I still favour the latter theory). One of these birds was first seen in Paulsgrove
Lake of Portsmouth Harbour (between Portchester Castle and the Port Solent
entrance) on Sept 17 and then was seen out in the main harbour on Sept 19 and 20.
The other two suddenly appeared in Christchurch Harbour on Sep 21 and were logged
there as 'first arrivals' but a look back at the Christchurch Harbour website shows me
that a single bird was seen there on 23 days between May 2 and July 16 and I guess it
has been hidden away since that date while moulting. And if one bird stayed there why
not two? One other item in this saga is that I saw two Brent in the south east of
Langstone Harbour when I was at the Kench on Sep 24 - at a guess these were
Jason's two 'new faces' which he first saw on Sep 18. And finally what has happened to
the six which Jason has confirmed were in Langstone Harbour all summer?
6. Shelduck: Following the return from distant moulting grounds of the first 22 which
turned up at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 17 another flock of 10 seen at Newtown
Harbour on the Isle of Wight have been described as newly back.

7. Eider: During September the Eider flock off Titchfield Haven has grown from 4 birds on
Sep 7 to 24+ on Sep 14 and now to 43 on Sep 23. These may not be new arrivals as
the flock at Lymington which was up to 35 in August has not been reported as greater
than 11 in September.
8. Long-tailed Duck: One of these was off Titchfield Haven on Sep 18 and was the first
to be seen on the south coast east of Kent since May 3 but one did remain off
Dungeness between May 22 and June 23 so may have stayed on unseen somewhere
along the coast until now. Last autumn one did not settle in the Lymington area until
Nov 4 (a more normal date for the arrival of winter birds though there had been a single
brief appearance of one heading west off Dungeness on Oct 8)
9. Marsh Harrier: These continue to give regular sightings in Kent but one over Pagham
Harbour on Sep 21 was a nice bonus for the Petersfield Wildlife Group.
10. Hen Harrier: The Stour Valley in Kent, which had a very early sighting of a male on
Aug 9, has had more sightings on Sep 13 and 19 (these of ringtails). Nearer home we
have had sightings of ringtails on the IoW on Sep 13 and now at Pulborough Brooks on
Sep 20.
11. Buzzard: I recently reported one over the Hayling Oysterbeds on Sep 13 and said that
I was surprised there had been no more reports of them on Hayling since early June.
Since then a Hayling resident has told John Goodspeed of a sighting of four together
(the 'Hayling family'?) over the north end of West Lane (close to the Oysterbeds) on
Sep 4 and a further sighting of one there on Sep 22.
12. Osprey: Several more sighting of birds temporarily based on Thorney Island in
Chichester Harbour include a description of how, on Sep 19, one bird was on its usual
perch when a second flew in over Thornham Marshes, the two Ospreys then rising in
the sky and circling for some 25 minutes with a Buzzard joining them as they slowly
drifted east. I don't know how far these birds roam in search of food but at midday on
Sep 20 one came north up the east Hayling shore, presumably heading for an
afternoon siesta at Thornham Marshes.
13. Corncrake: In my notes last Wednesday I reported one at Sandwich Bay on Sep 11
but have since seen that one was flushed on Beachy Head on Sep 2. In the 1940s
Corncrakes still occasionally bred in Hampshire and their last attempt to do so seems
to have been as late as 1957 but now we only see them if they make a brief stopover at
the coast en route between the western Isles of Scotland and tropical East Africa.
14. Dotterel: Another rarely seen migrant like the Corncrake, Dotterels still breed in the
Scottish Highlands and their migratory journeys between there and North Africa take
them over southern England. Two juveniles seem to have been present on Tennyson
Down, IoW (near the Needles), from Sep 17 to 24 with definite sightings on Sep 20, 21
and 24. Prior to that there were only two reports earlier this year - on Apr 29 four flew
north over Christchurch Harbour and on Sep 5 one was seen at Dungeness.
15. Golden Plover: These continue to have a strong presence at Rye Harbour with 265 in
the roost there on Sep 22 but new reports closer to home are of around 40 at Brading
Marshes, IoW, on Sep 23 and a flock of 35 at Fareham Creek on Sep 24
16. Temminck's Stint: Five spring records this year included one at Farlington Marshes
on May 18 but there seems to have been only one autumn bird so far and that was in
the Kent Stour valley from Sep 19 to 22.
17. Pectoral Sandpiper: There have been 18 reports of this species this year, all since
Aug 18, but they probable all refer to just five birds. One seems to have been at
Titchfield Haven from Sep 2 to 7 (with a dubious sighting on Aug 29), another has been

at Pulborough Brooks from Sep 1 to 6 and then at the Drayton pits east of Chichester
from Sep 6 to 22 (at both sites a juvenile was reported), while Kent seems to have had
two birds - one at Scotney Court (adjacent to Rye Harbour) on Aug 18 and one at both
Dungeness and in the Stour Valley on Sep 18. Local interest remains in the bird still at
Chichester on Sep 22 which is said to have been superceded by a different bird at the
same site on Sep 24 and 25
18. Greenshank: The east end of the Thorney Great Deeps usually has a large flock of
Greenshank during the autumn passage. In 2003 the peak count published in the
Sussex Bird Report was 130 birds there on Sep 28, and while the 2004 report has not
yet come out I know there were 76 birds there on Sep 16. This autumn someone has
reported 40 there on Sep 18 but I suspect the peak count will be much higher - on Sep
19 the flock of 15 were still in the stream at Farlington Marshes and others are no doubt
scattered around the area.
19. Pomarine Skua: Their return passage down the English Channel has brought at least
a dozen past us since the start of July with more than half of the sightings being in
September, at least two of the birds seen being juveniles. The last three were one off
Portland on Sep 17, one off Christchurch Harbour on Sep 21 and a juvenile at
Dungeness on Sep 23.
20. Arctic Skua: To put the Pom sightings into perspective I have 126 reports of up to 897
Arctic Skuas since the start of July, 8 of those sightings being in Hampshire, the latest
being of one flying west past Gilkicker Point, Gosport, on Sep 23.
21. Great Blackback Gull: Not many of these around at the moment - I haven't seen any
counts of more than 6 since a flock of 170 were recorded at Portland on Aug 19, and
that was associated with a count of 35 at Gosport on Aug 14. Prior to that there was a
smaller surge bringing up to 40 to Ryde on the Isle of Wight in the last week of July.
The reason for mentioning this species (which we all know from TV films to be a
ruthless killer) is that I have just seen a report from Barry Yates (warden of Rye
Harbour), accompanied by a close up photo, of how he watched (in his words) - "a
Great Blackback Gull catch an adult Moorhen, beat it to death and eat it. It was too
big to swallow whole, so it eventually ripped it apart, much to the delight of 2 Carrion
Crows in close attendance."
22. Black Tern: Although they will not be doing so for much longer people are still seeing
all the regular Tern species (including 6 Arctics at Dungeness on Sep 23). Sadly the
last report of Black Tern I have seen so far was of the corpse of a juvenile washed up
at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 22 (three live ones had been there the previous day).
23. Guillemot: A single bird appeared off Hill Head (Titchfield Haven) on Sep 22. A week
earlier one had been in the north Solent off the Beaulieu river on Sep 13 and another
(maybe the same bird) off Christchurch Harbour on Sep 14.
24. Little Owl: Three reports in my latest input are of daytime activity by these birds and
may reflect the reactions of pairs guarding the food territories, which they need to keep
them going through the winter, against the intrusion of young birds which have not yet
got their own territories and are roaming the country in search of somewhere to settle
down. In north Fareham Trevor Carpenter added a new species to his garden list when
one of these owls visited it on Sep 23, and this reminded Colin Allen that a friend of his
who happens to live in Cosham at the southern foot of Portsdown has recently had two
close encounters with one at his sub-urban home - the first was when this person
opened the skylight in his roof and found a Little Owl just ten feet away on the roof
trying to outstare him. On Sep 20 several of us in a party which had just been visiting
Gutner Point on Hayling heard loud calls from a Little Owl in trees beside Woodgason
Lane but did not see the bird nor discover the cause of the commotion.

25. Short-eared Owl: I have already reported one seen in the Sheepcote valley east of
Brighton on Sep 18 as the first to return to the south coast but now comes an earlier
sighting of one at Pagham Harbour on Sep 17.
26. Swift: Maybe the last of the year was seen by Mike Rafter on Park Shore east of
Lymington on Sep 21
27. Kingfisher: Although there have been several sightings of birds back in the Havant
area since the start of August, including two at Brook Meadow in Emsworth, none of
these have yet settled down in places where they are likely to be seen regularly during
the winter. A new sighting of two on the River Ems at Brook Meadow on Sep 23 may be
of birds that will stay there.
28. Wryneck: The latest batch of input has reports of new birds at Beachy Head (recently)
and in Pagham Harbour (in early September) bringing my total of reports for this
autumn to 43 which is not bad for such an elusive bird - at a guess at least 20 different
birds have been seen. One local sighting which I had not heard of before comes from
Richard Carpenter who saw one near the Titchfield Canal Path on Sep 18
29. Woodlark: On Sep 20 Mike Hall had the pleasure of hearing one in full song in the
Horsham area of Sussex.
30. Sand Martin: Most of these left England some time ago and the last sighting that I
have heard of was of one on the Isle of Wight on Sep 19 (but to show that it was not the
only one left there were more than 50 over the Kent Stour Valley on that day!)
31. Swallow: We certainly haven't seen the last of these but my latest reports show 130 at
Portland Bill on Sep 24 and the day before there were more than 2000 over
Christchurch Harbour and 600 at Dungeness.
32. House Martin: Although not so numerous as the Swallows there are still plenty of
them around. On Sep 22 I saw a few with over 100 Swallows in the Walderton area
near the source of the R Ems and on that day there were 600 at Christchurch Harbour.
On Sep 23 250 were at Dungeness and on Sep 24 just 3 were logged at Portland.
33. Richard's Pipit: In my last update I assumed that the birds seen at Christchurch and at
Lymington on Sep 17 were the same individual but timings have shown that they must
have been separate birds. There may even have been a third for what was almost
certainly a Richard's Pipit was heard calling as it flew east away from Lymington over
the mouth of the Beaulieu River, also on Sep 17. On Sep 21 there was another report
of one flying north over Beachy Head.
34. Rock Pipit: On Sep 22 the first of the winter for Sussex was on the shore west of
Selsey and there have now been three reports of wintering birds at Newtown Harbour
on the IoW - by Sep 24 there were 5 there.
35. Yellow Wagtail: We probably have not yet seen the last of these birds - on Sep 22
there were 27 of them at Portland and 8 at Christchurch Harbour.
36. 'Alba' Wagtails: Our British Pied Wagtail (Motacilla alba yarelli) is just a subspecies
of the continental White Wagtail (M. alba alba). During the breeding season Pied
Wagtail is found in Britain and Ireland but not on the continent where the White Wagtail
reigns supreme, but at this time of year the birds move around in flocks with many of
the continental birds crossing the Channel on 'day trips' (they do not stay here through
the winter). As it is impossible to separate the subspecies without a good look at their
plumage birders at this time of year describe airborne flocks as being 'alba Watails',
hedging their bets on which subspecies are involved. Although a few White Wagtails
have been seen since the start of August the start of their large autumn movments

came on Sep 21 when 33 went over Christchurch Harbour (followed by 34 on Sep 22,
then 41 on Sep 23) with a flock of 46 over Portland on Sep 24.
If the birds are seen on the ground it is easy enough to separate Pied from White males
in spring (Pied have a jet black back whereas White have a silver grey back) but when
they are moulting in the autumn, or if females and juveniles are seen, the only sure way
of separating them is to look at the flanks below the closed wing - in White Wagtail this
is always a clean whte colour matching the rest of the underparts while with Pied
Wagtail there is always a dirty grey patch on the flanks.
37. Song Thrush: On Sep 22 a group of 7 Song Thrushes flew in high from the sea south
of Christchurch Harbour, confirming the impression that continental thrushes and
Blackbirds are arriving for the winter.
38. Yellow-browed Warbler: I have already reported an early arrival at Portland on Sep
17 and the latest input includes another seen at Dungeness on Sep 19.
39. Chiff Chaff: I have heard these singing in or around my garden on at least nine days
from Aug 30 to Sep 23 and others have recently begun to hear them. Frank Foulger
heard one in the middle of Portsmouth on Sep 20, Brian Fellows heard his first in
Emsworth's Brook Meadow on Sep 22 and on that same day two out of a group of six
were singing at Pulborough Brooks.
40. Bearded Tit: These tiny birds have already begun their long autumn journeys as on
Sep 22 the Dungeness observatory noted one migrant though they do not say if it had
come from the continent. I have long known that these birds make long epic autumn
journeys from reed bed to reed bed within Britain but I have no idea if any cross the
channel.
41. Marsh Tit: Willow Tit is, for all practical purposes, now extinct in the Havant area and
over much of southern England (though I could still hope to find one in the West Dean
Woods north of Chichester) but I thought that there was no real shortage of Marsh Tits.
When the Petersfield Wildlife Group were in the Selborne area on Sep 24 they
recorded nine different birds there, helping to confirm that impression, but when I look
at my database (which should list all my own sightings plus those I have heard of from
other sources) I see that this count of 9 is the highest I have heard of in Hampshire this
year (next best was a count of 6 in the New Forest back in April), and the highest
counts anywhere were of just ten birds on two occasions, both in Ashes Wood near
Hastings, so maybe these are following Willow Tit into semi-oblivion?
42. Coal Tit: On Sep 19 the Dungeness observatory recorded the arrival of the first
'continental' Coal Tit (several regional races with minor variations in plumage tints are
described but I think the 'continental' description is not precise but just refers to birds
which don't look quite the same colour as our normal British birds - however I stand to
be corrected on this), The people at Dungeness must know what they mean by the
appelation as they went on to record 8 continental birds on Sep 21 and 16 on Sep 22.
43. Jay: We almost certainly have had some birds coming in from the continent as several
people, including myself, have noted that there seem to be more than usual around but
there have been no flocks or visible migration records that I know of.
44. Tree Sparrow: These too seem to be coming across the channel. After a four month
summer period with only one report of them (from the Hastings area where a few may
still breed) we now have four autumn reports. 27 arrived at Dungeness on Sep 13 (with
another 12 seen there on Sep 20), a dozen 'probables' were near Lewes on Sep 17,
and now 4 have been seen in Christchurch Harbour on Sep 21.

45. Siskin: These are now here in good numbers and widespread - between Sep 20 and
24 there have been 15 different reports of them (three of them being flocks of 120, 146
and 160 respectively).
46. Lapland Bunting: One was at Portland Bill on Sep 24 - the fifth I have heard of this
year and the first of the autumn.
PLANTS
1. Pale Flax: A few plants of this were re-flowering on Hayling Island on Sep 18
2. Musk mallow: A late flowering plant was seen at Broadmarsh on Sep 19
3. White Melilot: Still flowering at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Sep 18
4. Lucerne: A few plants flowering on the west Hayling shore in the Saltmarsh Lane area
on Sep 18
5. Bladder Senna: A good show of both flowers and the large translucent seed pods at
the Kench on Sep 24
6. Wild Angelica: New growth flowering at Emsworth's Brook Meadow on Sep 23
7. Pepper Saxifrage: Still flowering by the Hayling Coastal Path on Sep 24
8. Yellow Pimpernel: Still flowering in Southleigh Forest on Sep 18
9. Germander Speedwell: Brian Fellows reports this as newly re-flowering in Brook
Meadow at Emsworth on Sep 22
10. Thyme-leaved Speedwell: This continues to flower abundantly in my lawn.
11. Marjoram: A good show of this by a roadside at Walderton was unexpected on Sep 22
12. Wood Sage: This also was flowering late in a shaded part of the Hollybank Woods on
Sep 22
13. Viper's Bugloss: At least one plant was freshly flowering at the Hayling Oysterbeds
on Sep 24
14. Cleavers (Goosegrass): One plant was covered with tiny white flowers in an arable
field on Sep 22
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Golden-ringed Dragonfly: Richard Carpenter saw a late specimen in the Hook
(Warsash) area on Sep 19, Normally they have vanished before the end of
August. Common and Ruddy Darters and Migrant Hawkers are still being
seen and will probably be about well into October. An Emerald Damselfly,
seen by Richard Carpenter in the Botley Woods on Sep 18, was nearer to the
normal end of its flight period (end of September)

2. Butterflies:
o

Red Admiral: The late influx from the continent which I reported in my previous
notes has probably been the source of a number of recent sightings. On Sep 21
Cliff Oakley's Petersfield group noted 4 at Pagham Harbour, on Sep 22 I passed
two as I cycled from Havant to Walderton and back. Brian Fellows had two on

flowering Ivy in his Emsworth garden that day and on Sep 24 Cliff Oakley found
6 in the Selborne area.
o

Camberwell Beauty: Since Wednesday (when I said I had only heard of three
this year) I have seen a report of a fourth - one in a Hertfordshire garden on Aug
5. That came from Steve Nash's Migrant Moth website which also told me of
another continental Swallowtail sighting on the Sandwich Bay shore on Aug 3.

o

Peacock: An unexpected discovery of a couple of full grown caterpillars at
Magdalen Hill Down on Sep 16 may be a chance accident or may be yet
another sign that global warming is confusing the biological clocks in these
insects - I have not previously heard of caterpillars being found after July.

3. Moths:
o

Leek moth (B&F 0473): This is the first of a list of nine moth species for which
Geroge Spraggs (in the West Town area of Hayling) has this year had the first to
be officially recorded on Hayling Island. George also tells me that Andy
Johnson, who has recently come to live in the Sandy Point area of the island
(and who is an experienced professional ecologist) has added another fourteen
moth species not previously recorded on the island. I do not know what Andy
has added but George's other 'firsts' are (preceded by their B&F numbers) 892
Mompha subbistrigella; 926 Phalonidia manniana; 1157 Crocidosema
plebejana; 1216 Cherry-bark Moth; 1274 Dichrorampha alpinana; 1465
Nephopterix Angustella; 1497 Amblyptilia acanthadactyla; and 1655
Poplar Lutestring.

o

Wax moth (B&F 1425): These are normally on the wing from the end of June to
the end of August but Richard Carpenter found a late specimen in his Hill Head
(Titchfield) garden on Sep 18. This species exists despite the efforts of bee
keepers to exterminate its larvae which are a pest in bee hives where they feed
on honeycomb.

o

Oleander Hawkmoth (B&F 1985): The first (and so far only) record of this for
the year comes from Durlston Country Park in Dorset on Sep 4

o

White-point (B&F 2194): George Spraggs tells me these are by no means rare
on Hayling Island where he has recorded a total of 423 since his first on Aug 9
and he wonders whether the ones that come to his light are not migrants but
breed locally.

o

Black Rustic (B&F 2232): Maurice Pugh trapped the first of these for the year
at his home at Cadnam in the New Forest on Sep 18 - a normal date for the start
of their flight period.

o

Red Underwing: On Sep 18 I reported that Tim Walker had recently taken the
second Red Underwing for the year on Sep 12 and this has caused George
Spraggs to tell me that he has recorded seven of them between Sep 5 and 17
(making Tim's find sixth or seventh for the year). I was particularly interested in
this as I am fascinated by the large size of these moths and by the brillant red of
the hind wings which suddenly flashes out when the dark coloured forewings
are brought forward. It is more than ten years since I last saw one but that
sighting happened to be on the wall of a house in the West Town area of
Hayling, close to where George has been seeing them this year.

4. Other insects:

o

Rhingia rostrata hoverfly: On Sep 22 Patrick Roper, living in the Hastings
area, wrote on the Rye Bay website ...
"The scarce snout-faced hoverfly, Rhingia rostrata, is now quite frequent on late
flowers in our area, especially red and purple ones. Formerly regarded as
‘vulnerable’ it is now classified as ‘notable’ and occurs mainly on woodland
fringes. It can be distinguished from its commoner congener, Rhingia
campestris, by the absence of a black line down the sides of the abdomen and
the shorter snout. Where it breeds is still a mystery, but R. campestris has
larvae in cow dung and R. rostrata probably favours dung or carrion. One theory
is that it might patronise badger dung if anyone would like to try any breeding
experiments." A photo of this insect is currently on the Rye website at
http://www.rxwildlife.org.uk/ (if not currently showing add after the terminal
/index.php?cat=20 to see all recent insect records). A commoner cousin of this
insect, Rhingia campestris, is illustrated in Michael Chinery's Collins Guide to
Insects on page 206 (but it is not in his Field Guide to Insects)

o

Bee Wolf or Bee Killer (Philanthus triangulum): A recent entry on the
Hampshire Wildlife Trust website Wildlife News section reads ...
It’s a busy time out on the sandy banks of Hampshire Wildlife Trust’s Blashford
Lakes lichen heath at the moment. What looks like an area of squashed mole
hills are actually the homes of a solitary wasp species called the Bee Wolf wasp
(Philanthus triangulum). Not a wolf and not a bee, this rare and vulnerable
species gets its name because it feeds its larvae almost entirely on honey bees,
usually catching them while they are visiting flowers although sometimes in
flight.
This time of year female wasps dig a nest hole around a metre deep with 5 to 34
shorter sub tunnels containing individual nest cells branching off it. Once the
tunnels have been dug, each cell is filled with between 4 and 6 paralysed honey
bees, an egg is laid the chambers sealed up with soil. Unlike some other wasps,
the Bee Wolf digs its tunnel before going off and finding its prey. They are highly
skilled, being able to return to the same hole each time.
Their honey bee prey are paralysed and not killed to ensure they do not go
rotten by the time the larvae hatch and get to eat them. Wasps unlike bees (who
feed their young on honey) feed their young on meat.
Recently scientists from Germany have discovered that not only are the Bee
Wolf larvae left with a ready source of food they are also protected against
bacterial infection. The female Bee Wolf swabs the inside of the nest chamber
with a white disinfectant liquid that she secretes from her antennae which is
then ingested by the young larvae.
Once fully grown the larvae spins a bottle shaped cocoon around itself from
silken fibres. For protection from the damp ground, the cocoon is attached
horizontally to the wall of the cell. After ten to eleven months it pupates shortly
and emerges as an adult Bee Wolf wasp."

OTHER
1. Stoats and Weasels: I suspect that if nature had built in a radio tracker device to every
Stoat and Weasel so that we could see the location of each one on a satellite picture
most people would be very surprised to see how many there are in the local
countryside, and how widely distributed they are. I certainly have no real idea of their
numbers but would not be surprised to find that, on average, there was one to every

hundred acres of farm, wood and downland - go on, shoot me down with some realistic
figure!
Both species get a mention in the last batch of news to reach me - the Weasel was
alive and well, seen in the Pagham Harbour area by Cliff Oakley's Petersfield Wildlife
Group, but the Stoat was sadly a corpse on the roadside seen by Brian Fellows near
Aldsworth Pond (north of Emsworth). Perhaps if there were as many of these spritely
relations of the plodding Badger we would know it by seeing more road casualties as
neither species has any fear of man and no respect for road traffic - many years ago I
unfortunately killed a Stoat which decided to cross the road just ahead of my car while
carrying a large vole in its mouth, reducing its normal high speed dash to an almost
ungainly hopping motion while it held the Vole up off the ground.
2. Fallow Deer: I have just heard at second hand of a 'White Stag' seen on Kingley Vale
(on the downs north of Chichester), and this does not surprise me as there has long
been a strain of pure white coated Fallow Deer in that part of West Sussex, and I know
that they have also been seen for many years in the New Forest east of Brockenhurst.
My only comment on this news was that members of the Deer Society, who have their
own language in regard to deer, reserve the word Stag only for make Red Deer - both
Fallow and Roe and spoken of as bucks and does. I once asked one such Deer
enthusiast what I should call a group of deer running together - were they a 'herd'? The
answer was that there is a special name for such a group - you should call them a
'bunch'.
3. Hare: I think these can still be found in large numbers in East Anglia where I think
some farmers and landowners see them as a pest though I think the only damage they
do is to eat some of the grass and arable crops (however, a locust is even smaller, but
if there are enough of them they can denude a whole landscape). Here in Hampshire
and Sussex they are getting fewer year by year, and this year, although there were a
dozen reports of them in April, I only have 21 sightings in my database for the year to
date. The latest was one in the Selborne area on Sep 24 but before that I only heard of
one in mid-August, none in July and one in mid-June. I read that the main causes of
their demise are thought to result from their living in large open fields where their young
(left to lie out all day but motionless and almost invisible to the human eye) are often
run over by farm machinery and where they often die later as a result of crop spraying.
I was surprised to discover, quite a few years ago, that adult Hares often spend their
days lying up in woodland, only coming out to graze in the dark, so maybe I am
underestimating their numbers by just going on daytime sightings
4. Sea Potato or Heart Urchin: On Sept 23 Barry Yates, warden of the Rye Harbour
Nature Reserve, wrote on the Rye Bay website "Walking along the shoreline at low tide
this morning there seemed to be many Sea Potatoes scattered on the mud. Although
these are rounded you can clearly see the 5 divisions on the 'shell' that give away its
relation to starfish and sea urchins. About 5cm long."
Before reading this I don't think I had ever heard of either a Sea Potato or a Heart
Urchin but turning to my Reader's Digest guide to the Water Life of Britain I discovered
a facinating group of animals which are collectively known as Heart Urchins but which
have various English names for different species - Lyre urchin, Pea urchin and
Purple Heart urchin. The last named is the largest (up to 12cm), Lyre urchin comes
next at 7 cm, Sea Potato measures around 5cm, and the Pea urchin is tiny at 15mm.
All these creatures live buried in sand, gravel or mud around or below the low tide
mark, and we are only likely to see them, as Barry did, when they are dead and their
shells are washed up, looking like whitish pebbles of the sizes given above, but
distinguished by neat patterns of tiny holes that could have been made by an expert

embroiderer using a sewing machine. When they were alive these skeletons (the
proper name for these 'shells' is 'tests' - I seem to remember that 'test' derives from a
Latin word for Tortoise) would have been covered with bristly hairs and one of the most
extraordinary features of these creatures is that those 'hairs' are not there to defend
the animal but are in daily use as arms and legs to dig down into the seabed and then
propel the urchin forward. As with an earthworm this forward propulsion is aided by the
creature taken in the sand or tiny gravel through its mouth, stripping it of any nutriment
as it passes through the body, and then shooting it out through the back end like a very
slow motion jet engine.
Another feature of these urchins is that they have several extendible ‘tube feet’. While
they are below the surface one of these tubes is extended to the surface and supplies
the creature with clean water with oxygen in it, and other tubes extend back into the
horizontal shaft behind the creature so as to carry its waste products well away from its
‘living space’.
Where these creatures exist they usually do so in large numbers as their reproduction
involves no physical contact - they eject their eggs and sperm into the water and hope
the two unite which they will only do if many animals are in close proximity (don’t ask
me how they get the timing right to all do it at the same time!)
The Lyre urchin is the only one to live in mud but is not found on the south coast so we
are unlikely to come across any of these creatures in the Solent Harbours other the few
that have been washed with the tides from far away. However, from now on when I am
on a beach I will be keeping my eyes open for pebbles with embroidery stitching on
them!
5. Giant Puffball: A youngish example of this fungus was found in the Hastings area
recently and they are probably now appearing in our Havant area where they are not
uncommon
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2109
Sat 24 Sep
A. Down the west shore of Hayling Island
Another search for Brent Geese in Langstone Harbour did give me the sight of just two
of them but no sign of a newly arrived flock - I think these two are those which Jason
reported as ‘new to Langstone Harbour’ last weekend but I still reserve my own
judgement on where they had come from (my guess is that they had been summering
in Chichester Harbour).
I saw the Brent from the harbour shore at the Kench where the high tide had brought
Oystercatchers, Redshank, Grey Plover and Dunlin to roost with a few Ringed
Plover. Six Great Blackback gulls and four Cormorants were on the old railway spit
and three Egrets were in trees beside the Kench while a single Sandwich Tern was
flying round the harbour. In the copse within the golf course area at least three Jays
where arguing among themselves.
Here at the Kench the Bladder Senna bush still had lots of flowers and also many of
seed pods from which it gets the ‘Bladder’ name - they look like extra large,
translucent, pea pods. Sea Pink (Thrift) still had some flower.
From the coastal path (old Billy Line) I counted a good dozen Great Crested Grebe
and at the Oysterbeds I saw one Wheatear (but hardly any roosting waders)
Thu 22 Sep

A. A cycle ride from Havant to Walderton
After a day indoors completing my delayed website update I took advantage of a lovely
day to take a 15 mile cycle ride from Havant through Stansted Forest to Walderton,
near the source of the River Ems, then up the road to Up Marden but turning off before
I got there to come home via Lycommon, Watergate House and what used to be called
Big Busto House, then Forestside, Stansted Forest and the Hollybank Woods.
As I left the Denvilles area of Havant a Chiffchaff was singing and a small
khaki-capped, yellow pored boletus was growing by the roadside. Relatively few
birds were seen but there were plenty of common wildflowers (including one very late
Foxglove flower) and autumn fruits (my first sight of Spindle berries which I think are,
like Yew tree fruit, properly called arils because the seed within the succulent outer
covering does not have its own extra layer of wrapping provided by the remains of the
pericarp - which is the wall of the ovary).
The first find of any interest to me came when crossing the open fields of the Stansted
East Park. Here the field edge alongside the ‘Monarch’s Way’ track had a variety of
arable weeds - among them Black Bindweed, Black Nightshade and a new growth
of Stone Parsley, some of it still in its pale green, ghostly, young state but much in full
flower. Also here Lesser Stitchwort was flowering.
Passing through Walderton village I came on more than 100 Swallows on wires with
several House Martins flying around with a few of the Swallows. Then, as I turned left
and the road narrowed I found the banks lining the road (which must have been cut a
month or more back) had regrown a lovely downland show of Marjoram, Wild Basil,
Common Toadflax, and Dark Mullein - even some Hedge Bedstraw. Turning left
again up the rough track to Lyecommon I could see no remnant of the clump of Violet
Helleborines which I had been told about in July.
Coming down the steep minor road towards Watergate House I could hear and see a
single Buzzard high over Watergate Hanger, and when I stopped near the house to
check the plants on a harvested field corner I found Cleavers once more in flower
along with Scented Mayweed, Hedge Mustard and Lesser Swinecress.
The next point of interest was the Hollybank Wood where Wood Sage, Ling Heather,
Enchanter’s Nightshade and Purple Moorgrass were all in flower and two Red
Admirals flew by
Wed 21 Sep
A. Apology for lateness of this update
This week I was tempted to enjoy the late summer sunshine, making three lengthy
excursions on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, much delaying the processing of this
week’s input. Then on Friday afternoon when I had just about finished writing the text
below I had one of those computer accidents which lost a whole day’s work.
B. (Wed2109) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
1. Great Northern Diver: The first of the autumn was off Portland on Sep 17
2. Sooty Shearwater: Three new sightings on Sep 16, 18 and 19 with up to four off
Dungeness and two off Christchurch Harbour - maybe we will again see one from
south Hayling as George Spraggs did last autumn.

3. Bittern: Sightings in the Kent Stour Valley on Sep 4 and 18 may be of a bird that has
been there through the summer (one was also seen there on Aug 20) but they
reminded me that last year one turned up at the Chichester Ivy Lake as early as Oct 1
and there were several reports of one at Titchfield Haven as early as Oct 10
4. Great White Egret: The Blashford Lakes bird was again at Ibsley Water on Sep 18
5. White Stork: One was over the Shanklin area on Sep 18 and flew north east out to sea
(maybe to Sussex?)
6. Spoonbill: The Titchfield Haven bird which arrived there on Sep 11 was still present
on Sep 18
7. Pink-foot Goose: A flock of 19 were seen in the Kent Stour Valley on Sep 17 - last
year the first were not seen until Dec 2 (just two birds) and the first flock of 38 did not
turn up until Dec 13. Assuming these birds in the Stour Valley were correctly identified
and were genuine wild birds they may indicate unusual conditions in the
Greenland-Iceland area causing the birds to fly south earlier than usual - see
comments on Pale-bellied Brent below.
8. Pale-bellied Brent: On Sep 17 two very unexpected reports of Brent geese are most
easily explained if they were Pale-bellied birds coming south overland and heading for
the Atlantic coast of France. The first report was of birds heard overflying the
Waterlooville area near the A3M (probably early in the morning though no time is
gven), the second was a definite sighting of 70 or more Brent in Portsmouth Harbour,
though the birds were already taking off to fly on south when the distant observer
(Dennis Bill - who has been making WeBS counts in Portsmouth Harbour for some 25
years and knows a Brent Goose when he sees one!) spotted them - had they remained
until Dennis got closer, and not been flying off with their backs to him, concealing the
bellies, he would have been able to give a positive id.
My immediate re-action to these reports was based on the assumption that they were
the Dark-bellied birds that I had been expecting to arrive this week, and I could not
believe that they had so changed their habit of flying west along the channel coast (and
nearly always being spotted at various points before any arrived in our local harbours)
as to 'do a flanker' and arrive on an overland route. One person who shared my doubts,
making the same assumptions, was Jason Crook, but his contribution to the discussion
was useful as it told us that some Dark-bellied birds which had not been in Langstone
Harbour had arrived there, starting with one on Sep 16 and increasing to two on Sep
17 and 18 (that could mean a maximum of seven new birds but is more likely to have
been just two birds). Brian Fellows also contributed a sighting of three Brent in the
mouth of Chichester Harbour (Stocker's Lake area) on Sep 17, but I still do not know if
these, and the extra birds in Langstone Harbour, were freshly arrived migrants which
had just flown in or birds which had been hidden away in Chichester Harbour through
the summer and had now come out of hiding to look for 'old friends' among the
migrants that they too expected to see at this time of year.
9. Shelduck: The first of these to return from their moulting grounds on the southern
shore of the North Sea were a flock of 22 which turned up at Christchurch Harbour on
Sep 17. Last year the first were seen in Portsmouth Harbour on Sep 18.
10. Wood Duck: On the evening of Sep 20 Mike Collins saw a new duck on the Budds
Farm Pools at Havant - it was an immature bird of either Wood Duck or Mandarin
parentage and Mike thinks it was a Wood Duck - no doubt it had managed to fly from a
local wildfowl collection before its owners could clip its wings.

11. Pintail: Very large numbers of most wildfowl species are now back but Pintail are still
thin on the ground (or water!), however the count at Hook/Warsash jumped from 6 to
13 on Sep 17 and very soon now we can expect a major arrival such as that which
brought some 200 to overfly Pagham Harbour on Sep 27 last year.
12. Pochard: These are also showing the first signs of returning in strength - on Sep 13 we
were told that 43 were back at Rye Harbour and on Sep 18 a flock of 23 arrived at the
Chichester Westhampnett lakes (with an unexpected flock of 40 Tufted Duck
appearing on Powdermill Reservoir near Chichester on that same day)
13. Osprey: Latest reports indicate that one was in the Adur Valley on Sep 16 and 18,
while what were probably two separate birds were on the north Solent shore on Sep 17
(one at the mouth of the Beaulieu River and the other near Tanners Lane, just east of
Lymington). On Sep 20 one was still in Chichester Harbour, seen flying south down the
Emsworth Channel.
14. Quail: Late news comes from Russell Wynn of one seen in the Normandy Farm area
of the Lymington Marshes back on Aug 9. In a poor Quail year this is only the second
Hampshire sighting (the first was on May 29 at Longwood Warren east of Winchester)
15. Corncrake: The only report to reach me this year comes from ringers at Sandwich Bay
where they are said to have caught one on Sep 11.
16. Golden Plover: On Sept 18 a flock of 15 landed on the beach at Titchfield Haven. Prior
to that Hampshire had only four records of single birds, all in the Titchfield area, this
autumn, unlike flocks of up to 415 birds at Rye Harbour. On Aug 26 Martin Hampton
saw a flock of 24 on Thorney Island, just over the Sussex border and on Sep 20 there
may have been a few in the Gutner Point wader roost across the Emsworth Channel
from Thorney (but all we had to go on with these birds was the size of their hazy distant
silhouettes and a head and bill shape which (to me at any rate) looks more alert and
neater than the head of a Grey Plover.
17. Sanderling: The only substantial flock seen in Hampshire this autumn before the past
week was one of 190 birds on the Hayling shore at Sandy Point back on July 31. On
Sep 18 Steve Mansfield saw 90 birds, again at Sandy Point, but these probably came
from the Ryde Sands on the IoW where birds have been present since July 21 with
over 100 there on several occasions since Aug 21.
18. Little Stint: Five were at the Lymington Marshes on Sep 18 (and I am pretty sure I saw
one at Farlington Marshes on Sep 19)
19. Purple Sandpiper: There have already been some very early sightings this autumn one at Sandwich Bay on July 24, one at Portland on Aug 23 and two there on Sep 16 and now a report of three at the Brighton marina on Sep 18 suggests it is worth keeping
an eye on Southsea Castle.
20. Pomarine Skua: A sighting of one off Portland on Sep 17 is the eleventh report of the
species in the English Channel since the start of July
21. Cuckoo: Adult Cuckoos have normally left Britain by the end of August so one seen by
the Titchfield Canal Path on Sep 18 was almost certainly a juvenile.
22. Barn Owl: On Sep 16 David Uren had confirmation that the noises he had heard
coming from one of the nest boxes in his barns at Old Idsworth Farm were caused by
young - on that evening two downy chicks could be seen on the lip of the nest box.
Around the same date Brendan Murtagh was watching the Barn Owls which perform
so well in the evenings over the rough fields on the Printed-Nutbourne shore of
Chichester Harbour and is pretty certain that a third bird was present - in addition to the

distinctive pale bird he saw two dark birds though he never saw the three together.
Maybe the pair here still have one of their offspring with them, and maybe the same
was true last autumn when there was a report of three owls there in October.
23. Little Owl: At midday on Sep 20, at the end of a visit to the Gutner Point wader roost
on the east shore of Hayling Island, we were returning to our cars when we heard loud
and repeated Little Owl calls coming from trees close to Woodgason Lane just south of
the Garden Centre. Two other Little Owls were found by John Simons on Sep 18
around the original site of Idsworth House (now just a walled garden south of Idsworth
Chapel after the house itself was transported brick by brick and rebuilt where it now
stands on the hill east of Finchdean - it’s removal was an early NIMBY protest when
the London to Portsmouth railway was built in the 1840s, coming too close to Idsworth
House for the peace and quiet of the owner)
24. Short-eared Owl: The first of the autumn was seen on Sep 18 in the Sheepcote valley
running along the eastern fringe of Brighton
25. Swift: Maybe the last for the year was over Portland on Sep 17
26. Wryneck: Also on Sep 17 one was seen again at Farlington Marshes and two more
were recorded on Sep 18 at Portland and in the Selsey west fields.
27. Woodlark: Late news from Russell Wynn, who has only recently published his
summary of sightings on the Lymington marshes for August, shows that an early
Woodlark was at the coast on Aug 23.
28. Sand Martin: Most of these have now left but a few are still to be seen along the coast
- on Sep 18 there were more than 6 in the Barton on sea area, a similar number at
Gilkicker Point (Gosport) and 46 in the Kent Stour Valley. My latest report to date is of
one over the IoW on Sep 19.
29. Swallows: Steve Keen reckoned that 5730 Swallows flew over the Barton on sea area
on Sep 18 when other counts were of 600 at Christchurch Harbour, 170 in the
Titchfield area and 150 at Gilkicker
30. House Martin: Steve Keen had 2170 at Barton on sea on Sep 18, and plenty more
were seen elsewhere. On Sep 19 Trevor Carpenter saw over 300 passing Old
Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley and Derek Hale had more than 200 over the north
east shore of the IoW.
31. Richard's Pipit: These breed from Siberia to Mongolia and should now be heading
south through Asia but at least one 'misguided' individual flew west to be seen at both
Lymington Marshes and Christchurch Harbour on Sep 17 before continuing west,
probably to its doom in mid-Atlantic.
32. Water Pipit: The first to return to southern England (from breeding in the Alps?) was in
the Kent Stour Valley on Sep 10
33. Robin: The presence of 40 on Bembridge Down (IoW) on Sep 17 strongly suggests
the arrival of birds from the continent (rather than an IoW music festival for British
Robins).
34. Common Redstart: This is just one species among many still pouring south through
southern England but a recent sighting of one outside the old Post Office in Havant's
East Street was a 'near miss' for me. On Sep 18 others in the wider Havant area were
a single at Northney on Hayling and five at Idsworth to the north of Rowlands Castle,

35. Stonechat: These are now settling in for the winter at coastal sites with 24 at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 17 while Sep 18 brought the first of the autumn to
Fareham Creek, another to the Gilkicker Point area and 8 to the Selsey west fields.
36. Ring Ouzel: The first of these to head south was on the IoW on Aug 27 and I now have
12 reports in my database, the latest three being seen on Sep 17 at Beachy Head,
Christchurch Harbour and two the IoW.
37. Blackcap: Among the many species of passerine now heading south Blackcap
clocked up the second highest reported numbers for last weekend with 200 at Beachy
Head and 418 at Sandwich Bay, both on Sep 18 (and presumably all caught by
ringers). Biggest counts were of Chiff Chaff (see below)
38. Yellow-browed Warbler: The first arrival of the autumn was at Portland Bill on Sep 17,
two days earlier than they have ever had one there in the past.
39. Chiff Chaff: Many of these will stay here for the winter (one is around my garden every
morning, often singing) but nevertheless the ringers at Beachy Head logged 250
heading south on Sep 18 and 130 were estimated to be at Christchurch Harbour on the
same day as well as another 457 at Sandwich Bay
40. Goldcrest: The numbers being seen at coastal sites (presumably coming in rather
than going out) increased significantly last weekend - on 18 Sep 50 were recorded at
Sandwich Bay ad on 19 Sep there were 40 at Christchurch Harbour.
41. Red-backed Shrike: I heard of six spring records of these between May 13 and June
3, and back on Aug 18 we heard of a family party passing through Farlington Marshes.
On Sep 6 a single juvenile was seen at Sandwich Bay to show the species is still
breeding somewhere (if not in Britain).
42. Jay: When I cycled a 15 mile circuit to the north east of Havant on Sep 20 I reckoned
that I heard or saw Jays in six different places giving me the impression that there are
a lot more than usual in our area at the moment and I see this is backed up by a report
of 15 at Christchurch Harbour, where they are not resident, on Sep 18
43. Tree Sparrow: On Sep 13 a flock of 27 was recorded at Dungeness, presumably
arrivals from the continent. Sep 17 brought a report of what was probably a flock of a
dozen in the Lewes Brooks (immediately south of Lewes) - only one of the birds was
clearly identified through a telescope before the flock flew off but it is likely they were all
Tree Sparrows.
44. Siskin: These continue to tour the south coast in large numbers with an estimated 400
in the general area of Shanklin-Ventnor on the IoW on Sep 17 with another 172 to the
west over Christchurch Harbour as well as 'hundreds' in the Hastings area (Guestling
Wood) on that day.
45. Linnet: We already have a flock of 100 or more in the Titchfield area (last seen on Sep
12) and now there are reports of 100 in the Hastings area and 237 going north over
Sandwich Bay
46. Lesser Redpoll: Still no large numbers but the identity of two was confirmed when
they perched in the Hook (Warsash) area on Sep 17 and seven were at Christchurch
Harbour that day.
47. Reed Bunting: The formation of winter flocks was indicated on Sep 13 when 23 were
seen at Dungeness (probably arriving migrants) and on Sep 17 a flock of 56 was at
Christchurch Harbour

PLANTS
1. Common Dog Violet: This was in flower again when the Havant Wildlife Group visited
Stansted Forest on Sep 17
2. Lesser Stitchwort: Although the normal flowering perod for this plant is from May to
July Brian Fellows has found it at Brook Meadow in Emsworth in January, early April
and at the beginning of September as well as at more normal dates. I too saw a plant in
flower on Sep 22.
3. Common Vetch: This had started re-flowering when I was at Farlington Marshes on
Sep 19
4. Ivy: This appeared to come into full flower on Sept 17, but many plants will delay their
flowering until well into the winter
5. Stone Parsley: Quite a lot of fresh young plants were to be seen flowering along the
edges of now harvested arable fields on Sep 22
6. Apple of Peru (Nicandra physalodes): The lovely blue flowers of this bushy member
of the Nightshade tribe gave me a pleasant surprise beside the new cycleway passing
Farlington Marshes on Sep 19. The plant was found at the eastern limit of the
Farlington Marshes boundary where the old footpath branches off towards the eastern
sea wall of the reserve.
7. Thorn Apple: This too had a large specimen alongside the Apple of Peru but not so
eyecatching as its flowers were over and its thorny fruit-cases were splitting open to
tempt you to take and eat the berry inside them (but don't do so unless you are feeling
suicidal).
8. Common Hemp Nettle: A very late report of first flowering comes from the Havant
Wildlife Group in Stansted Forest on Sep 17 - it has probably been out since the
beginning of August.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: On Sep 17 one was near the shore just east of Lymington and
on Sep 18 one was right on the coast at Hengistbury Head (Christchurch
Harbour) and another was at the mouth of the Beaulieu River but there are no
clues as to whether these were arriving from the continent or thinking of
returning there.

o

Small Copper: On Sep 17 Andy Barker saw a pair mating at Eastleigh and on
Sep 18 there were sightings from Fleet Pond in the north of Hampshire and
Sandy Point in the south east but the best report was of 15 on Oxenbourne
Down (southern foothill of Butser Hill near Petersfield) among which Ashley
Whitlock saw a 'blue spotted' caeruleopunctata form insect

o

Red Admiral: Migrants of this species still seem to be arriving in Hampshire on Sep 18 Tim Norriss noted that they were flying north up the Beaulieu River at
a rate of 20 an hour and on Sep 16 a group of at least 50 seemed to have been
'grounded' by head winds and were spending their time feeding on heather at
Milkham Bottom in the New Forest.

o

Painted Lady: Just one seen on Sep 18 at Hook near Fleet in north Hampshire.

o

Camberwell Beauty: What was very probably one of these was seen near the
Needles on the IoW on Sep 12 - just a brief flyby seen only by a non-expert who
gave a convincing description of its size, dark colour and pale border. This is
only the third report for the year that I have heard of - one was seen in Yorkshire
on June 27 and one in Hampshire (mouth of the Beaulieu River) on July 29 prior
to the current report.

o

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary??: On Sep 18 Derek Hale was out with the
IoW Ornithological Group in the Wellow area (a few miles east of Freshwater)
when he saw what he described as a Small Fritillary Sp. 1 probably "Pearl
Bordered". In the past both Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered have
been known to produce a very few second generation adults in some
exceptional years but a look through the Hampshire Butterfly Reports shows
that there have been no second generation Pearl-bordereds reported in the
past 25 years (and in any case this species is now a rarity), and that while Small
Pearl-bordered did have second generations reported in seven years from 1980
to 1995 there have been no further reports up to 2004. Furthermore none of the
past reports have been later than Aug 31 so a mid=September record seems
unlikely. One other factor (product of my own brain, not based on any other
source) is a suggestion that as these butterflies overwinter as caterpillars it may
be that a few cold nights in mid-summer may be needed to persuade the
caterpillars that winter has passed before they get the urge to finish feeding and
pupate?

o

Small Heath: On Sep 19 Brian Fellows photographed an ususually dark
specimen at Brook Meadow in Emsworth and wonders if this is a recognised
aberration - although the photo is of the insect on the ground with its wings
closed the forewing not fully retracted, and it does suggest an absence of the
normal bright orange colour on the forewing.

2. Moths: Three first for the year adult moths and a couple of first finds larvae of rare
species
o

Beautiful Brocade (B&F 2156): No records of the adult moth earlier this year
before Dave Green found a caterpillar in the New Forest on Sep 15, said to be
only the fourth Hants record during the past three years

o

Splendid Brocade (B&F 2159a): Much rarer was this find of a caterpillar in the
Totland area of the IoW by Sam Knill-Jones - it is said to be the first British
record of a larva being found. I see that this moth, whose name suggests a very
pretty insect, has as it's closest relative a moth with the unpromising name of
Dog's Tooth.

o

Beaded Chestnut (B&F 2267): An adult moth first for the year taken by Russell
Wynn at Lymington on Sep 14

o

The Olive (B&F 2312): Another first for Rusell taken on Aug 9

o

Large Wainscot (B&F 2375): An early first taken by Nick Montegriffo near
Bsingstoke on Sep 15

3. Other Insects:
o

Large Marsh Grasshopper: Although this species is resident in the New
Forest this find of one at Shatterford Bottom by Andy Barker on Sep 17 is not
only the first I have heard of this year but also a new species for my database.

o

Jumping Spider (Evarcha arcuata): When Tim Norriss was using his butterfly
net to sweep the heather for moths on Ridley Plain in the New Forest on Sep 15
he collected what he thinks was an example of this spider species. On checking
the species in Dick Jones book I learnt that the tribe of 'Jumping Spiders' (which
locate their prey by eye, then jump on them) is possibly the most numerous tribe
among all spiders with some 4000 species worldwide, and has some
fascinating characteristics.
The one species that we are all probably familiar with is Scenicus salticus, the
small black and white 'zebra striped' spider which roams the warm brick walls of
our houses in summer, but there are more than 30 species of 'jumpers' to be
found in Britain, including one genus of 'Ant Mimics' (four species which you
might well mistake for ants). None of them are much bigger than Scenicus
salticus and some are smaller (ranging from about 8mm long down to 3mm) Evarcha females are among the largest at around 7mm and their males are not
much smaller.
The distinguishing feature of the whole tribe is their eyes. Nearly all
spiders have eight eyes but jumpers all have eight arranged in three rows, a
bottom row of four unusually large eyes and above them two rows of much
smaller widely spaced pairs. The two central eyes in the lowest row are
exceptionally large 'headlamps' and are more complex than our eyes - behind
what I think is a fixed outer cover (though it may well move to point the eye in
different directions) the 'eyeball' travels in and out like the lens on a modern
auto-focus camera and it also has the ability to rotate (like a turning door knob)
which probably allows it to see with varying degrees of polarisation of the light.
Having spotted its prey, or recognised a mate, with its eyes it then gets into
position to jump onto its prey using remarkably small back legs (no long legs
which Grasshoppers or Frogs use for their leaps). Several species, including
Evarcha, have an extra weapon fo catching prey in the form of enlarged 'lobster
claw' front legs. With all this special equipment in such a small package it is no
wonder that the jumpers are a large and successful group of insects.

OTHER
1. Fungi: On Sep 17 the Havant Wildlife Group were in Stansted Forest and found the
following fungi - Suillus grevillei (Larch Bolete), Cystoderma amianthinum (Saffron
Parasol), Amanita rubescens (The Blusher), Mycena pura (Lilac mycena), Russula
emetica (The Sickener), Hypholoma fasiculare (Sulphur Tuft), Hypholoma
sublateritium (Brick Cap), and Coprinus plicatilis (Little Japanese Umbrella). The
Saffron Parasol is a new species to me but I see from Stefan Buczacki's Collins Guide
to Fungi that, unlike the common Parasol mushroom which stands at least 15 cm high
and has a cap at least 15 cm wide, the Saffron Parasol has a stem at most 5 cm long
and a cap also at most 5 cm across. Stefan says it is common and widespread but
most likely to be found in tufts or small groups in conifer woods.
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Tue 20 Sep
A. North Common and Gutner Point on Hayling Island
North Common at Northney on Hayling is a public open space on the north shore of
the island with a small carpark off Northney Road, and is a good site for viewing
waders and wildfowl in the Sweare Deep area which runs between the Northney and
Warblington shores and for finding smaller birds and plants in the land area.

Gutner Point does not have any public access but is a Hampshire County nature
reserve with a very large area of saltings that act as a massive wader roost on the east
shore of Hayling across the Emsworth Channel from Marker Point on Thorney Island.
If you want to see the birds in this wader roost you probably get a better view of them
by getting to the south east tip of the Mill Rythe bay which you can access on foot along
an unofficial path starting from the Mill Rythe school where there is parking space near
the entrance to the Mill Rythe Holiday Camp, but an advertised walk to visit Gutner
Point under the leadership of the County Council rangers attracted a good number of
people as well as myself.
The group met at 10am in the North Common public carpark and we started by
exploring that site where there was little of special interest - the best bird was a very
distant Peregrine over in the Emsworth Harbour area.
After driving to Gutner Point we had a pleasant time watching distant waders coming
to settle as the tide rose but the sight would have been more impressive an hour or so
later when the tide was higher (after we left Andy Parfitt, the Countryside Service
manager for south east Hants, who was in charge of the outing, enjoyed a close private
viewing of an Osprey flying south down the Emsworth Channel). I too had my best bird
at the end of the visit - as we were returning to the cars a few of us heard loud calls
from a Little Owl hidden in trees alongside Woodgason Lane just south of the Market
Garden.
Mon 19 Sep
A. Around Farlington Marshes
The highest forecast tides of the autumn were scheduled for yesterday, today and
tomorrow with the September full moon occurring last night, and high spring tides
cover most of the places where waders sit out the tide on days when the top of the tide
is lower than today’s 4.9 metres. This spring tide would therefore compel any waders in
the harbour to fly to Farlington Marshes or to the RSPB islands, and a walk around the
marshes was sure to give close up of shore birds in their hundreds. Another feature of
this spring tide was that many areas on the Islands, and on the Marshes, are still
covered in long grass in which foxes or other predators may lurk, and this forces the
birds into the few areas where they can ‘rest easy’ with good visibility. One of these
areas is the lake at the marshes, another is the stream feeding the lake, and a third is
the fringes of the islands and saltings which remain above water where the vegetation
is kept low by poor soil and regular drenching with salt.
Today’s high water was predicted to be at 12:57, but once the great mass of water has
forced its way into the harbour it remains high for up to two hours (partly because water
takes a long time to empty out of a bath with a small plug-hole - namely the narrow
channel at the harbour entrance, and partly because water which has been forced into
Chichester Harbour reaches is high around 15 minutes later than Langstone Harbour,
and as water flows out to sea from Langstone more wider escaping from Chichester
Harbour comes under Langstone Bridge to top up Langstone Harbour. Thus, although
I did not arrive at Broadmarsh to start my walk until 13:30, the tide was only just starting
to fall (and the waders to leave their roosts and head for feeding areas) three hours
later.
As I walked along the new cycleway from Broadmarsh towards Chalkdock there were
no birds at all in view on the water, and my first sight of them came with 19 Great
Crested Grebes in the Chalkdock ‘corner’ (where the saltings held many tens of Grey
Plover, Redshank and a few other waders, but these were mainly hidden from view by
the Cord Grass and the unevenness of the terrain).

At the point where I forked left off the cycleway to follow the old path to the east gate of
the Marshes reserve the constuction of the cycleway has left a fairly large triangular
patch of ‘waste ground’ between the old path and the cycleway, and in the centre of
this patch, among many goosefoot-like weeds, I saw a lovely splash of light sky blue
created by the flowers on a bushy plant not more than 50cm high. This was the first
example of ‘Apple of Peru’ (Nicandra physalodes) that I have seen for several years,
and in my opinion it is well worth a cycle ride to see before the flowers vanish and give
way to the dark purplish ‘chinese lantern’ type seed capsules, some of which can
already be seen on the bush. As it’s name implies this plant comes. like Paddington
Bear, from darkest Peru and you are quite likely to see it as a cultivated garden plant.
Close to this colourful plant I found another member of the Nightshade family, a big
bush of Thorn Apple which already had many spiny fruits beginning to split open to
reveal the ‘fruit’ inside and invite you to eat and be damned. I had always thought that
this was one of our most deadly poisonous plants, along with Deadly Nightshade and
Henbane, but I am puzzled by the lack of information on this aspect of botany in the
wildflower books. Stace’s Flora and Francis Rose’s Wildflower Key do not mention the
effect of plants on humans. The Hamspshire Flora tells us that Deadly Nightshade is
deadly poisonous, and as a footnote to the account of Henbane it quotes Gerard’s 17th
Century Herbal which says that "To wash the feet in the decoction of Henbane causeth
sleep" and "the leaves, seed or juice taken inwardly causeth an unquiet sleep .. and is
deadly to the party", but it does not mention the dangers connected to other members
of the Nightshade family. The 1974 ‘Wildflowers of Britain and Europe’ by Fitter, Fitter
and Blamey does mention that most members of the family are poisonous: Apple of
Peru is said to be ‘very poisonous’ and Thorn Apple is just ‘poisonous’, but in their
2003 ‘best seller’ the trio, while repeating that most members of the family are
poisonous, mark only Deadly Nightshade, Henbane, and Apple of Peru with a bold red
"P" suggesting that Thorn Apple is fairly innocent.
I am confused by the death dealing status of these plants, and a few years ago when I
found a garden full of planted Apple of Peru with children’s toys in the same small
garden I felt it my duty to knock on the door and tell the woman of the house that her
children could be in danger. I don’t think she was very worried and I have never heard
of any death’s from these plants, but I am surprised that in this age of ‘health and
safety regulations’ such plants get no adverse publicity.
Continuing my walk around Farlington Marshes I saw few birds until I came to the
reserve building and the stream, but every bramble bush was generously endowed
with the webs on which tiny Brown-tail Moth caterpillars were taking the air - soon they
will be noticeably stripping the vegetation and maybe causing renewed threats from
Portsmouth City Council to invade the reserve to cut down and burn every tree and
bush in sight ( as they have done in at least one past ‘good year’ for this moth which
increases and decreases in numbers over - if I remember right - an 11 year cycle since
at least the 18th century)
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR SEP 12 - 18 (WEEK 37)
Sun 18 Sep
A. Hayling West Shore
This morning I cycled down the Hayling west shore to the Saltmarsh Lane area
overlooking the south eastern corner of Langstone Harbour where the Brent Geese
first appear. The tide was high and had any Brent been there I would have seen them
but there were none, and no one anywhere along the south coast has yet reported any.
The one species that was present was Great Crested Grebe, 26 of them.

Across the coastal path from the shore I paid a brief visit to the open space between
the old Billy line and Denhill Close leading to Saltmarsh Lane, finding Pale Flax having
a second flowering and collecting specimens of both Red Clover and Zigzag Clover
to check on the means of separating them which I had just looked up in my books. The
flower heads of the two species show little if any difference, and while Zigzag gets its
name from having long stems with zigzag changes of direction at each node the
definitive way of identifying them is to look at the leaves anywhere on the stem. Where
the leaf stalks branch away from the main stem there is a ‘cellophane wrapper’ around
the point of separation (properly known as a stipule) and you have to look at the free
point of this stipule - in the case of Red Clover the lower part of this point is broad and
green before it suddenly narrows into a thin brown spike; with Zigzag this free part of
the stipule is linear or lanceolate in shape, i.e. narrow, and green throughout, and it
does not have the spike at the end.
Another means of separating lookalike species got through to my brain after seeing
many examples of Common Centaury yesterday and checking with my books which I
had misread in the past. I had wrongly thought that Lesser Centaury could be
identified by looking at the flower stem immediately below the petals to see how much
of it was visible between the petals and the tips of the calyx. In fact what you have to
look for is any stem showing below the calyx before you come to the first bracts
(appearing as a pair of tiny leaflets). In Common Centaury there is no gap (the bracts
envelope the base of the calyx) whereas in Lesser there is a gap of 1 to 4 mm. Usually
this clincher is not necessary as Lesser Century has much deeper pink, almost red,
flowers compared to the paler pink of Common, but that is not reliable, nor is the
relative size of the plants.
Having seen my first Common Gorse flowers of the autumn yesterday (a good week
after Brian Fellows saw them in Hollybank Woods) I saw four more bushes with flowers
today, and also a lot of fresh Honeysuckle plus a few scraggy plants of Lucerne still
flowering on the Saltmarsh Lane seawall. I also have a specimen still to check out of
what I think must be Autumn Hawkbit (same long branching flower stems and
distinctive leaves but withou what I thought was the diagnostic gradual narrowing of
the involuvre into the stem) - this plant had a distinct bottom edge to its involucres,
wider than the stem below it and hence giving a clear ‘step’ between the two.
At the Oysterbeds most of the Tern island was underwater (just the vegetated tips
protruding) and some 900 Oystercatcher and perhaps 300 Grey Plover were
roosting (several still in smart summer plumage). Apart from four Dunlin it seemed that
all the other waders had gone to the island or to Farlington Marshes.
Perhaps the highlight of the trip was a single Clouded Yellow as I was leaving the
island - a highlight not just for its colour but for the fact that it was heading south.
Maybe one should not assume ‘reverse migration’ has started from just one example,
but I will now be keeping an eye open for others heading south as they and Red
Admirals often do on fine October days. Also on this trip I saw several Small Whites, a
couple of Red Admirals and singles of Speckled Wood and Small Copper.
B. Navigation techniques used by migrant birds
There has been much recent discussion on Hoslist about the influence of wind
direction and weather on the direction and timing of bird migration, but one theory has
not yet been aired. I heard it last year on Radio Solent propounded by Adrian Thomas
of the RSPB and at the time wrote the following entries in this website.
21 June 2002: Last night Adrian Thomas of the RSPB Brighton office was on Radio
Solent answering listeners questions about birding matters as best he could, and I may
not have heard him very accurately as I was driving along but I understood him to say

one thing that was news to me. This concerned the migration of Cuckoos which of
course make their first journey south without parental guidance, but it also applies to
the return of any migrant species when re-locating the very spot where it hatched in the
previous year. Adrian said that before setting off the bird will fly in wider and wider
circles around the spot to which it intends to return (though there may be no 'intention'
in our sense) and will listen to deep sounds given off by the surrounding hills,
memorising these sounds and using them to home in on its destination many months
later. As I understood him he was not talking about echoes reflected from the hills but
very low frequency sounds caused by (perhaps) the tidal effect of the moon on the
land. If anyone out there knows what he was talking about please let me know - I wait
in fascinated suspense! No mention of magnetism or star patterns or even the look of
the landscape, just the noises made by the deep breathing of the earth god ...
24 June 2002: My puzzlement about Adrian Thomas's reference, while answering
listener's queries on Radio Solent, to migrant birds using low frequency sounds
'coming from the hills' is partly resolved thanks to Ken Hearne who has sent me the
following precis of what he has read about the subject .. "In the chapter on migration in
The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Ornithology it is suggested that both sound and visual
landmarks might help form a bird's mental map. The sounds are infrasounds with very
long wavelengths and therefore low frequencies. Humans can only hear these if they
are very loud. Birds can hear infrasounds 50 decibels quieter than humans. Large hills
and coastlines all give off infrasounds as air passes over. Birds would also need to
separate infrasounds that might be useful for navigation from others such as those
given off by weather fronts and storms, and it is not known whether they can do that.
The above notes are a précis of a more lengthy passage. The book was published in
1991 and maybe scientific study in the intervening time has shown they do have the
capability to separate the basic sounds of the landscape from clutter caused by
weather" I hope that makes it clear to everyone but I think the vital phrase in this is "it is
suggested" - at least I now know why Swallows perch on telegraph wires before they
migrate - they must be memorising the hum of the wind in the wires around their nest
sites.
C. (Sun1809) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1409
BIRDS
1. Sooty Shearwater: Four seen at Dungeness on Sep 15. This is the eighth sighting
since the first report on July 23 (from Portland) and the first since Aug 28.
2. Spoonbill: Since the Osprey scared off the two Spoonbill at Titchfield Haven on Sep 1
a single bird turned up at the Haven on Sep 11 and was there to Sep 16 at least
3. Shelduck: These have beaten the Brent on their return passage this year - no hint of
any Brent migrants yet (despite a claim that some were heard flying over Waterlooville
on Sep 17!). 22 Shelduck were seen on Sep 17 at Christchurch Harbour (where the
first to return from their moult last year were seen on Sep 24 with several other reports
confirming the return about that date - I had 9 adults in the Hayling Oysterbeds on Sep
19)
4. Mallard: On Sep 15 Peter Raby saw a Mallard with two ‘day old’ ducklings in what he
calls Alverstoke Lake at Gosport (I assume this to be the dammed off westmost section
of the Haslar Lake/Stoke Lake creek).
5. Eider: The four or five birds which had been seen off Titchfield Haven earlier in the
month shot up to more than 24 in number on Sep 14

6. Honey Buzzard: Two more reports of single birds heading south - on Sep 13 one went
over Christchurch Harbour and on Sep 14 one was over Rye Harbour.
7. Osprey: On Sep 17 at least one was still being seen in the Thorney Island area by Ian
Julian - probably in the Thornham Marshes area. On Sep 14 one was over the Selsey
West Fields and on Sep 16 two were still at Newtown Harbour on the IoW
8. Kestrel: Four were seen 'chasing Meadow Pipits' over the Brading Marshes (IoW)
RSPB reserve on Sep 16 and on the same day five flew east over Christchurch
Harbour and were put down as being migrants (as was a single Buzzard also going
east there).
9. Merlin: Nine new sightings since Sep 13 include one at the mouth of the Beaulieu
River on Sep 13 and two seen together over the Selsey West Fields on Sep 14 - the
others were at Portland, Christchurch Harbour and Rye Harbour.
10. Red-legged Partridge: These birds are renowned for turning up in unexpected places
but on Sep 11 Paul Matthews had a sighting to put others into the shade. He was on
the north Solent shore when one landed in the sea close to him and about ten feet from
the water's edge where the water was shallow but too deep for the bird to have its feet
on the bottom. For about 5 mins the Partridge swam about before it calmly came to the
shore, shook its feathers, and flew off
11. Golden Plover: Despite large flocks of up to 415 having been seen at Rye Harbour (on
Sep 1) the only flock reported so far in our local area is the 24 seen on Thorney Island
on Aug 26 by Martin Hampton (they may still be there and in greater numbers).
Elsewhere locally a single bird has been seen at Titchfield Haven on Sep 7, 10 and 18.
12. Grey Plover: Around 300 were at the Hayling Oysterbeds at high tide on Sep 18,
about a dozen of them still had their summer plumage.
13. Little Stint: One was at Titchfield Haven for a brief visit on Sep 11, not reported since
14. Purple Sandpiper: Two were at Portland Bill on Sep 16. Another very early sighting
was at Portland on Aug 23 and there had been an extraordinarily early sighting of one
at Sandwich Bay on July 24.
15. Dowitcher species: Two of these flew in off the sea at Dungeness on Sep 11 and then
vanished - perhaps they were aware of the date and felt safer on this side of the
Atlantic? No other reports of them.
16. Arctic Skua: A count of 104 off Dungeness on Sep 11 was pretty impressive - the
previous high count for this autumn had been 65 at Dungeness on Aug 28. There was
also one Pom at Dungeness on Sep 11, another on Sep 12 and two on Sep 14.
17. Long-tailed Skua: One was logged at Portland on Sep 14, exactly a month after the
only other sighting this year (a juvenile west at Dungeness on Aug 14)
18. Little Tern: I thought we had seen the last of these on Sep 3 but a group of 11 were
seen off Dungeness on Sep 14.
19. Black Tern: These too are nearing the end of their autumn passage but while there
have been no local sightings 18 were seen at Dungeness on Sep 11 with further
sightings there on Sep 12 and 13, then 3 were at Rye Harbour on Sep 15 and 2 went
past Christchurch Harbour on Sep 16.
20. Guillemot: One went west past the mouth of the Beaulieu River on Sep 13 and maybe
the same bird was seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 14 (when there was also a
single Razorbill there).

21. Stock Dove: Richard Carpenter says that small flocks are now to be seen on stubble
fields to the west of Titchfield Haven
22. Turtle Dove: Still being seen on Sep 14 when one was at Church Norton (Pagham
Harbour) and four were at Portland.
23. Barn Owl: In my notes on Sep 11 I mentioned that David Uren thought a second brood
of young Barn Owls had hatched in one of the owl boxes regularly used by Barn Owls
on his Old Idsworth Farm north of Rowlands Castle. That was based on sounds
coming from one of the boxes. Now, on the evening of Sep16, David has seen at least
two small downy owl chicks on the platform at the front of the box, confirming that
there has been a recent hatching, but I still have to ask him to confirm that there was a
successful first brood as I understand that, while Barn Owls do occasionally have a
second brood, young hatched in the autumn are more frequenlty the result of a failure
of the first brood. If there was a first brood they should have been rung by Graham
Roberts.
24. Swift: The last reports to reach me were dated Sep 13 when one was seen at Porltand
and another at Christchurch Harbour,
25. Wryneck: Portland had three separate birds on Sep 14, then two on Sep 15 and one
on Sep 16. Farlington Marshes had one on Sep 17 when Portland had none left.
26. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Great Spots seem to be regular migrants and I have 14
reports of them at coastal sites since the beginning of August but Lesser Spotted seem
to be much more sedentary, but nevertheless their young have to move about to find
their own homes at this time of year. A sighting of one at Titchfield Haven on Sep 14
could have been of a bird resident there but on at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 15 was
almost certainly on the move.
27. Sand Martin: Swallows and House Martins have been seen in thousands in the past
week and in general only one or two Sand Martins have been with them but 150 were
seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 15 (following 250 there on Sep 12)
28. Richard's Pipit: One was seen briefly at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 17 to become
number three entry in my database for this year after one at Sandy Point on Hayling on
May 10 and one at Dungeness on Aug 23.
29. White Wagtail: One was at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 13, presumably having
crossed the channel against the flow of traffic at this time of year.
30. Ring Ouzel: Three recent reports. One was in the Pannel Valley near Rye Harbour on
Sep 14, another on Bembridge Down (IoW) on Sep 15 and one was at Portland on Sep
16.
31. Blackbird: A group of four or more briefly in my garden stripping Rowan berries on
Sep 15 could be a first indication that continental birds have arrived in the Havant area.
32. Song Thrush: When I saw one fly across the Hermitage Stream on Sep 12 I had a
hunch it was not a local bird and now I see that one seen at Christchurch Harbour on
Sep 13 was officially assumed to be a migrant.
33. Goldcrest: A party of 15 seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 14 and 15 were not
local residents but whether they were perhaps dispersing from the New Forest or
continental arrivals was not certain.

34. Firecrest; The first of the autumn for Christchurch Harbour was seen there on Sep 15
after reports of arrivals from the continent at Dungeness on Sep 6 , 10 , 11 and 12 plus
one at Portland on Sep 13 and two at Rye Harbour on Sep 15
35. Tree Sparrow: 27 seen at Dungeness on Sep 13 were probably also arrivals from the
continent - the last I heard of were some in the Hastings area on July 12
36. Siskin: Many reports continue to come in from south coast sites - on Sep 16 Portland
recorded 88, Chirstchurch Harbour had 223 and Rye Harbour had 37
37. Lesser Redpoll: Trevor Carpenter's 'possible' two over Fareham Creek on Sep 12
look more likely now with two recorded at Chrsitchurch Harbour on Sep 15 and two
seen perched in the Hook/Warsash area by Bill Marchant on Sep 17 (when another
seven were seen at Christchurch Harbour)
38. Escapees: Responses to a recent plea for help in finding an African Grey parrot
which had escaped from the Romsey area show that one has been flying around the
Gosport area for several months and more surprisingly one was seen to drop into the
reeds at Farlington Marshes on Sep 8 (its presence was confirmed by Jason Crook)
PLANTS
1. Yew: My first sight of bright red arils on a Yew tree was on Sep 17
2. Pale Flax: Having a second flowering at the Portsmouth IBM site on Sep 17 and on
Hayling Island on Sep 18 (as was Yellow Wort at both sites)
3. Common Gorse: Although Brian Fellows found some starting to flower in the
Emsworth Hollybank Woods on Sep 6 I did not see any until Sep 17 in Portsmouth and
Sep 18 on Hayling where at least four bushes had flowers.
4. Ivy: I saw a couple of flower heads in business on Sep 13 but had to wait until Sep 17
to see a whole bush in full flower
5. Heath Speedwell: A cluster of plants were freshly re-flowering at the IBM Portsmouth
site on Sep 17
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Silver Spotted Skipper: Ashley Whitlock was still able to count 46 at Old
Winchester Hill on Sep 12. In 2004 the latest date for the species in Hampshire
is given at Sep 4 and in 2003 the last date was Sep 7

o

Clouded Yellow: On Sep 18 I saw one flying south on Hayling Island - return
migration already?

o

Orange Tip: On Sep 18 Steve Mansfield was on south Hayling and saw a white
butterfly looking too small for a Small White and he floats the idea that it could
have been a second brood female Orange Tip. I have checked through the
Hampshire Butterfly reports and see there were second broods in 1991 and
1994 but sadly these occurred in July and August with the latest dates for the
second brood being Aug 28 in 1991 and Aug 19 in 1994 making it very unlikely
that one would turn up in mid-September with no earlier sightings since the last
spring brood butterfly was seen on May 30

o

Adonis Blue: Ashley Whitlock also beat the latest date for this species in 2003
(Sep 9) with a count of 7 at Old Winchester Hill on Sep 12, but in 2004 they were
last seen on Sep 24.

o

Painted Lady: Two sightings by Richard Carpenter in the Titchfield area
(Chilling and Hill Head) on Sep 12 and 16

o

Gatekeeper: In 2003 the last was seen on Sep 11 and in 2004 the last date was
Sep 10 but Ashley Whitlock still had 4 in sight at Old Winchester Hill on Sep 12
this year, as well as more than 500 Meadow Browns that can be expected well
into October.

2. Moths: Seven 'new for the year' reports since my last update
o

Cameraria ohridella (B&F 0366a): On Sep 12 Tim Norris saw moths of this
Horse Chestnut leaf miner around Chestnut Trees showing the mines in
which they had developed. This sighting was in London but acts as a reminer
that the species has been found in south east Hants and the Isle of Wight this
year.

o

Ypsolopha sylvella (B&F 0459): This small rarity gave Nick Montegriffo in the
Basingstoke area the fourth record for the north Hampshire vice county (and the
first for the whole of Hampshire this year) when one turned up in his trap on Sep
12

o

Autumnal Rustic (B&F 2117): Another first for the year in Nick Montegriffo's
trap on Sep 12

o

Brindled Green (B&F 2248): Both Nick Montegriffo and Simon Ingram at
Eastleigh had one on Sep 12

o

Barred Sallow (B&F 2272): Another first for the year in Nick Montegriffo's trap
on Sep 12

o

The Sallow (B&F 2274): This first went to Mike Baker at Romsey on Sep 11

o

Mouse Moth (B&F 2299): The first of the year was taken by Tim Walker at
Winchester on Sep 12

o

Barred Hook-tip (B&F 1647): Not a first for the year but as the last record was
dated Apr 30 this gives Nick Montegriffo a first for the second generation, again
on Sep 12

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth: One taken in the Pannel Valley near Rye Harbour on
Sep 14 was noted as a local hatch - offspring of an earlier migrant.

o

Red Underwing: The second of the year was seen by Tim Walker at
WInchester on Sep 12

o

Narrow-Bordered Bee Hawkmoth caterpillar: No adult moths have been
recorded this year but on Sep 14 a caterpillar of the species was found crawling
across a table inside Alton College just after a meeting had been held in the
room but no attendee at the meeting has so far admitted introducing the larva.
Hopefully it has now found somewhere to pupate!

o

Shoulder-striped Clover Moth caterpillar: These have now been found in the
north of the New Forest after Tim Norriss' failure to find any on Beaulieu Heath
recently

3. Other Insects:
o

Hornet: Although plenty of these were seen in the summer I have not heard any
reports since Aug 13 until Sep 11 when Russell Wynn told us he was getting up
to four a night in his moth trap. Fairly seen now we can expect to hear mny
reports of them flying by day as their domestic duties end and they go on their
autumn holidays.

o

Ground-hoppers: I think all three species (Common, Slender and Cepero's)
occur at Farlington Marshes but the first mention of them this year comes from
Rye Harbour where all three are also found. There, it seems, Cepero's
(nationally the rarest) is the commonest species.

OTHER
1. Nothing to report in this update
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1409
Sat 17 Sep
A. WeBS count at the Portsmouth IBM Lake
My monthly visits the IBM North Harbour lake for the monthly counts of waders and
wildfowl in the Portsmouth Harbour area are nowadays little more than a count of
Canada Geese and today there were 98 of them, plus 9 of another popular bird Cormorant. Mallard numbers had gone up to 51 with 12 Moorhen and 3 Little Grebe
seen, and there were at least 3 Herons. The only interest in the wildfowl was the
presence of just three Teal on the water (and a single Great Crested Grebe but no
Tufted Duck).
At one point I thought a Wood Pigeon was going to emulate Paul Matthews’
Red-legged Partridge which he watched this week land in the water of the north
Solent, ten feet from the shore, then swim about for several minutes before coming out
of the water, shaking itself dry and flying off. My Wood Pigeon flew slowly low over the
water and two or three times went into landing mode but changed its mind at the last
minute. I think the puzzle was solved when later I watched two Black-headed Gulls in
the same area repeatedly diving close to the water and making lots of noise - there
must have been some hatch of small insects from the water which both the gulls and
the pigeon were feeding on.
On land there were a few Chiffchaffs and at least one Blackcap in the bushes, plus a
troop of Long-tailed Tits, but there was no sound of any Reed Warblers.
Plants gave me two highlights: one was my very first autumn flowers on Gorse and the
other my first whole bank of Ivy in flower, attracting many insects including two rarities
(Common Wasps!). A surprise find was Heath Speedwell indulging in a second
flowering, as was Pale Flax, and another notable event was the sight of the first bright
red Yew arils. Both Yellow-wort and Common Centaury were flowering again and
the clump of Common Calamint was still doing well.
In the evening I went to north Common at Northney on Hayling and walked out on the
path leading to the east side of the marina entrance channel. The evening was calm
and bright and I could distantly see a good number of Little Egrets high in the trees of
the Langstone Pond roost until my attention was diverted to a noisy gaggle of a dozen
Canada Geese heading west along the Sweare Deep. On land a flock of around 50
Goldfinch were looking for somewhere to settle for the night.

Wed 14 Sep
A. Egret roost count at Langstone Mill Pond
Sep 14 is the date on which I expect the first migrant Brent to return and I did think of
going to the Saltmarsh Lane area of the west Hayling shore to see if any were in the
harbour but the wind was a bit strong for comfortable cycling and the tide was low in
the evening so I opted for the shorter ride to Langstone Pond where I spent just over an
hour watching a magnificent sunset and counting 150 Egrets arriving for the night - the
true count may have been up to 200 (last year at this time Jason Crook recorded 212 at
this roost) as they were streaming in as I arrived (even though the tide was still fairly
low and it was 45 minutes before sunset) and as well as those that arrived before I did
there could have been the odd one or two that arrived after I left.
The Cetti’s Warbler at the pond was more vocal than usual - I heard it sing at least six
times in an hour - and I also enjoyed the wader calls from the harbour, especially those
of Greenshank and Lapwing. At one point what must have been a raptor put up all the
gulls and waders in a frantic swirl but I never glimpsed the cause of the fright. No
Swallows over the pond or roosting in the reeds tonight - have they gone already? and no mass of Starlings though I was amused by a single Starling which kept flying
over as if it had made a date to join a big mob coming to roost here but had been stood
up. More usual were the dozen or so Magpies that kept flying about as if they could not
agree among themselves where to settle for the night.
B. (Wed1409) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1109
BIRDS
1. Little Egret: At least 150 came into the night roost trees at Langstone Mill Pond on the
evening of Sep 14. I arrived at the site 45 mins before sunset to find the birds already
arriving (so I probably missed a number that had already come in) and I watched them
arrive for just over an hour (until the high clouds had lost all the magnificent colour of
the sunset but it was not yet dark and more Egrets could have been still on their way to
the roost), so my count of 150 birds seen to arrive could well have underestimated the
total by perhaps 20 or even more.
2. Great White Egret: One was seen by John Clark at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on
Sep 11. This is presumably one of the two birds that were reported from the Blashford
Lakes on five occasions between July 17 and Aug 11, and maybe there is still a second
bird there.
3. Spoonbill: A juvenile was seen heading east past Christchurch Harbour on Sep 10 but
there have been no further reports of the two Spoonbills that were at Titchfield Haven
from Aug 31 to Sep 1 until they were scared off by a low flying Osprey.
4. Brent Goose: A chance conversation with Kevin Stouse has cleared up a small
mystery. Nowadays I expect there to be around half a dozen Brent spending the
summer in Langstone Harbour each year, with at least twice that number in Chichester
Harbour, and I have been puzzled that while 1 bird had been reported on several
occasions in Langstone Harbour there had been no reports of others. Kevin tells me
that the HOS walk which he led around Farlington Marshes on Sep 11 saw six Brent in
one group and what was probably a seventh.
5. Garganey: So far this autumn Hampshire seems to have had nine birds which is not
bad for a species that has been in long term decline and about which Birds of
Hampshire, written at the start of the 1990s, tells us that "since 1972 the highest

autumn total has been 14 birds, and in fifteen years no more than 6 were recorded".
This year we had one at the Lower Test on Aug 6 (another there on Aug 10 is assumed
to be the same bird); three at Farlington Marshes on Aug 8, then two there from Aug 21
to 25; one at the Testwood Lakes on Sep 4 and now 2 at the Hook Links scrape from
Sep 10 to at least the 13th. There is still time for more to be seen before the 'latest ever'
date of Nov 29. At least one more may still be just across the Solent in Yarmouth
Harbour (there from Sep 8 - when two were reported - until at least Sep 12 - four daily
sightings of a single bird)
6. Pochard: A few of these stay and breed along the south coast but I have seen no
reports of more than six together (at the Testwood Lakes) during the summer period up
to Sep 3. Now, on Sep 13, a count of 43 is reported from Rye Harbour so a lot more
may soon reach Hampshire
7. Red Breasted Merganser: One seen in the Hayling Oysterbeds area by Trevor
Carpenter on Sep 13 is more likely to have been one that has been summering in
Langstone Harbour (one was seen in the Oysterbeds area on May 16 and June 7 and
a pair were at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on July 11), but one flying east past
Beachy Head on Sep 11 does sound like an early migrant arrival (and could have
reached Langstone Harbour by Sep 13 though the very first possible migrant last year
was off Selsey Bill on Oct 4 with the first party of 25 passing the Bill on Oct 9 and the
first to come into Langstone Harbour were not seen until Oct 13).
In my notes on Aug 31 I suggested that the five sawbills recently seen flying past the
Hook/Warsash area were Goosanders that had bred in the Avon Valley and not
Mergansers which Bob Marchant suggested, and I subsequently saw that John Clark
was of the same opinion.
8. Black Kite: On Sep 10 our good friend Anon reported a Black Kite over the Southwood
Camp area of Farnborough. John Clark copied this Birdguides report onto Hoslist but I
have seen no further reports or confirmation of this bird. The wording of the Birdguides
entry was "10/09 11:35 HAMPSHIRE : Black Kite, Southwood near Farnborough [A]
over late morning (11:12)" - can anyone tell me what the "[A}" signifies???
9. Hen Harrier: Although there were three sightings reported from Kent in August and
one in the Cuckmere Valley near Beachy Head on Sep 4 what sounds likely to have
been the first normal arrival of a winter bird on our area was a ringtail seen on the IoW
(Luccombe Down) on Sep 13
10. Sparrowhawk: On Sep 9 Bill Marjeram was impressed by the beautiful red on the
breast of a male Sparrowhawk perched at Titchfield Haven but on Sep 10 Mike Rafter,
on the Park Shore between the Beaulieu River and Lymington, was even more
impressed to see an 'all black' Sparrowhawk. Mike says that he has once before seen
a melanistic Sparrowhawk at Portland Bill some years ago (and has the photo to prove
it).
11. Buzzard: Earlier this year it was thought that a pair of Buzzards had set up a territory in
the north of Hayling Island (and were even seen mating on Apr 29) but there have been
no further reports of Buzzards in that area since June 7. Now, on Sep 13, Trevor
Carpenter has again seen one in the Oysterbeds area (but on its own with no family).
12. Osprey: Surprisingly no one has reported one in Langstone Harbour since Aug 28 but
one or two have been in Chichester Harbour recently. Maybe one that was over the
Westhampnett Lakes east of Chichester on Sep 3 went on to appear in the Emsworth
Channel on Sep 6 (seen from Mill Rythe on Hayling) and it could have been that same
bird that was seen from East Head in Stocker's Lake (the large area inside the harbour
entrance) on Sep 10. Maybe when it has done fishing in the main harbour it goes back

to rest on the old airfield landing lights on Thornham Marshes (north east Thorney
Island) where John Goodspeed saw one on Sep 11 and Ray Wing saw it (or another)
on Sep 13. I suspect more than one bird is involved in this list of sightings.
Other sightings have been at Portland (Sep 1), Christchurch Harbour (Sep 1 and 3),
Titchfield Haven (Sep 1) and Inchmery Quay near Lymington on Sep 6. On the Isle of
Wight there have been up to four birds at Newtown Harbour on various dates plus one
near the Needles on Sep 3, one or more in the Ventnor area on Sep 10 and one at
Yarmouth on Sep 11. In Sussex at least two were in the Crowborough area (Weir
Wood reservoir and Ashdown Forest) on Sep 6 and 10, and one in the Pannel Valley
near Rye on Sep 1.
13. Merlin: Although these have been seen on several occasions in Dorset, Kent and the
Isle of Wight since mid August the only reports fom Hampshire had been of birds at
Farlington Marshes on Aug 25 and Sep 4 until two sightings on Sep 10 at Park Shore
(east of Lymington) and Taddiford (west of Barton on Sea). The first Sussex sighting
was at Winchelsea on Sep 6
14. Hobby: These are still being seen regularly - local sightings have been from Hayling
Island, one at Sandy Point on Sep 12 and one in the Gutner Point area on Sep 13
15. Golden Plover: The large flock of 229 birds roosting at Rye Harbour on Sep 5 was
down to just 96 on Sep 13 - as no substantial numbers have appeared along the south
coast I assume the missing birds have headed across the channel.
16. Grey Plover: The first substantial winter flock on the Hampshire coast was of 300 birds
seen at Gutner Point on east Hayling on Sept 9
17. Pectoral Sandpiper: The juvenile bird first seen at one of the Drayton pits east of
Chichester on Sep 6 was still there on Sep 10
18. Curlew Sandpiper: The first double figure count at Pagham Harbour was of 10
juveniles on Sep 10 (they were reported by Paul James as being on the Long Pool but
I assume they were actually on the Ferry Pool - unless the Long Pool has been drained
to give them mud to feed on).
19. Ruff: Three were with the Curlew Sandpipers at Sidlesham on Sep 10 when another
single was at the Chichester Drayton pit and on Sep 11 two were in Christchurch
Harbour.
20. Jack Snipe: The first of the winter arrivals anywhere on the south coast was one at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 11 and 12.
21. Bar-tailed Godwit: After seeing the first substantial flock of the winter (200 birds)
flying west over Langstone Bridge on Sep 6 Trevor Carpenter went back to Hayling on
Sep 9 and saw another 100 birds in the Gutner Point roost (while Cliff Oakley saw at
least 50 at Farlington Marshes on Sep 9).
22. Spotted Redshank: 3 were seen at Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW on Sep 11 and
were still there on Sep 12
23. Great Skua (Bonxie): The rapidly increasing number of birds seen on the south coast
each year has so far this year brought me 144 reports of up to 474 birds, though only
11 sightings of up to 16 birds have been in Hampshire. The latest of these Hampshire
sightings comes from Ian Thirlwell who saw the first Hampshire autumn bird actually
inside Langstone Harbour - other Skuas occasionally venture into the Harbour but this
is the first time I have heard of a Bonxie in Langstone Harbour.

24. Lesser Blackback Gull: John Clark made his first WeBS count visit for this winter to
the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood on Sep 11 and while I have not listed many other of
the impressive counts he made there his report of more than 1000 Lesser Blackbacks
coming to roost there in the evening may not be unusual for the site at this time of year
but is in great contrast to the small numbers I see here on the coast - another example
of how seagulls have, during my lifetime, abandoned the sea as their normal habitat.
25. Terns: Numbers of all tern species are now beginning to diminish but the latest reports
show that Common, Arctic, Black and Sandwich are all still around though I have not
heard of a Little Tern since Sep 3
26. Guillemot: After the report of one off Portland Bill on Aug 20 the second of the winter
has been seen off Dungeness on Sep 10.
27. Razorbill: This species has just clocked up its second appearance of the winter with
one seen at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 12 where the first was logged on Aug 27
28. Turtle Dove: A count of ten at Portland on Sep 13 probably indicated that the majority
of these summer birds have decided it is time to leave.
29. Barn Owl: After Tom Bickerton's news that the pair of Barn Owls based at Marsh Farm
on the Prinsted-Nutbourne shore of Chichester Harbour are once more showing well in
the evening sunlight I went along to see them on Sep 12 and was not disappointed,
seeing both the smaller very pale bird and its large, darker gingery plumaged mate
working the area of rough fields from the west end of the Nutbourne orchards right up
to Farm Lane. They appeared around 7pm (about 30 mins before sunset). One local,
not exclusively a birder but one who enjoys the scenery and wildlife of this area, was
happily ensconced on a seawall bench seat, facing inland specifically to see the owls
when they emerged, with a portable radio giving out news of the Ashes Test Match on
one side of him and a large bottle of beer on the other - in all respects a happy man.
30. Swift: After three sightings (Hampshire, Dorset and IoW) on Sep 10 there have been
single sighting at Gosport on Sep 11, Portland Bill on Sep 12 and Ventnor IoW on Sep
13
31. Wryneck: One was still at Portland on Sep 13
32. Hirundines: Very large numbers of Swallows, House Martins and a few Sand
Martins were on the move along the south coast on Sep 10, 11 and 12. By Sep 14
none were over Langstone Mill Pond when I was counting Egrets in the evening and I
suspect the majority had by then crossed the channel.
33. Tree Pipit: Sep 12 saw a major movement of these leaving the country. The biggest
count of the autumn was recorded at Portland (50 birds) and Christchurch Harbour had
28 but Sandy Point on Hayling also did well with a score of 12 birds.
34. Meadow Pipit: Sep 12 also brought a great tide of Meadow Pipits moving along the
south coast. I was at Broadmarsh on the Langstone Harbour shore that morning and
noted well over 100 in about half an hour, David Thelwell at Romsey commented on
the first noticeable movement there, Owen Mitchell logged 130 on the Climping shore
between Bognor and Littlehampton and Andy Johnson recorded 702 over Sandy Point
on Hayling. Portland Island had a big movement of many species on Sep 12, including
400 Meadow Pipits, while counters at Christchurch Harbour worked overtime to
accumulate a total of 4250 birds going east.
35. Yellow Wagtail: Sep 12 also saw many of these on the move and a count of 252 at
Christchurch Harbour became the highest of the autumn (at last beating the 230+

roosting at Rye Harbour on Aug 12). The day also produced a count of 40 at Sandy
Point on Hayling, by far the highest for Hayling Island this autumn.
36. Grey Wagtails: These also had an autumn peak count of 35 on the move over
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 12
37. Pied Wagtail: I sense a serious decline in the numbers of Pied Wagtail in recent years,
particularly this one, so it was good to see that John Clark had a pre-roost gathering of
over 200 at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on the evening of Sep 11. Barring a count of
17 at Yaverland near Sandown on the IoW on Sep 12 (probably migrants) the only
other double figure counts of Pied Wagtail I have seen since the start of May this year
have been from the Eastleigh Lakeside Country Park. Either no one is reporting these
birds or they are in very short supply all along the south coast.
38. Whinchat: A count of 30 at Portland on Sep 12 was double the number in any other
autumn count so far.
39. Wheatear: Sep 12 brought 500 to Portland but few elsewhere (60 at Christchurch
Harbour was the next best).
40. Ring Ouzel: Before Sep 12 there had been just one Ring Ouzel on the IoW on Aug 27
and another at Dungeness on Sep 5. Sep 12 brought 3 to Portland and 1 to
Christchurch Harbour and on Sep 13 another was on the IoW
41. Common Whitethroat: This was another species giving a double figure count on Sep
12 (50 birds at Portland)
42. Blackcap: These decided to beat the Sep 12 travel rush - 300 turned up to be ringed at
Beachy Head on Sep 10 and 500 were there on Sep 11 (I suspect the lack of a good
count for Sep 12 was because it was a Monday and the volunteer ringers were doing
other things!)
43. Willow Warbler: 150 at Portland on Sep 12
44. Firecrest: The first autumn bird for Portland was there on Sep 13 (two had arrived at
Dungeness on Sep 6)
45. Spotted Flycatcher: The Portland count on Sep 12 was 25 birds and on Sep 13
Trevor Carpenter had a single bird at Mill Rythe, east Hayling.
46. Pied Flycatcher: Only 6 at Portland on Sep 12 but 10 there on Sep 13
47. Raven: Two flew west over Goodwood House near Chichester on Sep 10 and on Sep
11 another (or the same) two were over the River Rother just east of Petersfield.
Maybe one of them flew south again as on Sep 13 Trevor Carpenter saw one flying
north up the east coast of Hayling Island
48. Chaffinch: A single bird was a significant sighting in the Christchurch Harbour area on
Sep 10 (as it would be in the Havant area at the moment)
49. Siskin: In my previous update I had noted the start of an early arrival of these birds
with a count of 69 at Christchurch Harbour on Sep 10 and since then the numbers and
spread of the species have continued to expand. Sep 11 brought more than 70 to the
Pett Level area of Rye Bay plus 10 at Beachy Head and 15 at Christchurch Harbour
but Sep 12 brought a totally unexpected count of 266 for Andy Johnson at Sandy Point
on Hayling and another 90 for Owen Mitchell at Climping on the shore between Bognor
and Littlehampton. Another 25 were near Sandown (IoW) and 13 were at Portland,
leaving a massive 345 to be seen over Christchurch Harbour that day. So far I have
only heard of 8 being seen on Sep 13 (at Hook/Warsash)

50. Lesser Redpoll: A couple of unidentified finches over Fareham Creek on Sep 12
could have been Lesser Redpoll (though Trevor Carpenter is not claiming that they
were).
51. Crossbill: These are still on the move in small numbers. At Christchurch Harbour two
were seen on Sep 10 and five on Sep 12 while on Sep 13 I may have seen and heard
two over Langstone heading for North Hayling,
52. Ortolan Bunting: As with the Redpoll above Mark Litjens is making no certain claim to
have seen and heard one in the Hill Head Harbour area on Sep 9 but it could have
been one ....
53. Escapees: On Sep 8 a Chiloe Wigeon turned up at the Eastleigh Lakeside Country
Park but did not stay. Also in our general area recently Kevin Stouse saw and heard a
squadron of seven unidentified Parakeets flying north from Hayling Island towards
Havant (but he had only just emerged from the Royal Oak), and on Sep 14 Trevor
Carpenter passed on the following plea from a distraught lady who told him .. "I lost my
beloved pet African Grey parrot, called Potty, at 9.15 am last Thursday (8th
September) from my home in the centre of North Baddesley, Nr. Southampton, Hants"
.. and she is asking for any help in finding the bird.
PLANTS
1. Imperforate St John's Wort: This has probably been in flower since June but I had
not noticed it until this week when a late plant flowering on the north pier of the old
Hayling Billy rail bridge caught my eye. The combination of 'unperforated' leaves and
black glands on the petals and leaves (but not the calyx) was sufficient to identify it.
2. Musk Mallow: It was good to see this still in flower during the week.
3. Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea: This is also still flowering at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth
4. Black Medick: The old Hayling Billy rail track on the north pier of the bridge to Hayling
now has no rails but still has very poor clinker soil and this has caused the Black
Medick growing there to be so small that I checked it out for being Lesser Trefoil and in
doing so found that the black seeds (which have not yet fully developed) are not
necessary to separate the two. As well as the presence of a tiny spike 'apiculus' in the
notch of the leaf tips of Black Medick (absent in Lesser Trefoil) a close look at the
flower calyx will separate the species - Lesser Trefoil is glabrous but Black Medick
always has some hairs.
5. Slender Hare's Ear: This has established a small foothold on soil that has
accumulated in hollows among the boulders places along the Prinsted village sea front
at Prinsted Bay and on Sep 12 I found more plants than I saw there last year, and they
even had one or two flowers left if you looked hard.
6. Amphibious Bistort: I found this in flower by the Fishbourne channel near Chichester
in early August and made a second find of flowers in the market garden plot at Prinsted
on Sep 12
7. Duke of Argyll's Teaplant: Recent clearance of Ivy from the outer wall of the beer
garden at the Langstone Royal Oak pub had, I thought, also killed off a small plant of
this interesting species which has had a foothold on the wall for some years. On Sep
13 I was pleased to see a few green leaves and some bright purple flowers among the
'dead twigs'.

8. Common Comfrey: This is still flowering in the damp soil of Brook Meadow at
Emsworth and Russian Comfrey is also flowering in the very dry soil at the Hayling
Oysterbeds.
9. Tansy: This was still flowering by the Hayling Billy railtrack just north of the old bridge
to Hayling on Sep 13
10. Shaggy Soldier: This hairy version of Gallant Soldier was flowering well in the
Prinsted market garden plot on Sep 12
INSECTS
1. Butterflies: Variety and number of butterflies now rapidly declining
o

Silver Studded Blue: One was snatched from its night roost by Tim Norriss and
his fellow mothers sweeping the heather of Beaulieu Heath with butterfly nets
after dark on Sep 10. They were doing this not in search of butterflies or moths
but caterpillars of the Shoulder-striped Clover moth which they never found but they did collect seven Common Newts in their nets,

o

Small Heath: Andrew Brookes' recent comment that no one had reported
seeing a Small Heath anywhere on Portsdown Hill this year surprised me, and I
think he may by now have a record of at least one as John Goodspeed's
website mentioned that the Portsdown Conservation Volunteers had seen one
on Sep 7 but I cannot vouch for the detail which John will by now have hopefully
passed on to Andrew.

2. Moths: Four new 'first mentions' for my year list
o

Oak Lutestring (B&F 1658): Taken on Sep 10 by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in
the New Forest

o

Neglected Rustic (B&F 2132): Taken on Sep 10 By Tim Norriss on Beaulieu
Heath

o

Heath Rustic (B&F 2135): Taken on Sep 10 By Tim Norriss on Beaulieu Heath

o

Copper Underwing (B&F 2297): Taken on Sep 10 by Maurice Pugh at
Cadnam in the New Forest. (Maurice also had Svennson's Copper
Underwing but I had already seen just one find of that species at Titchfield
Haven on July 27)

o

White-point (B&F 2194): In my last update I said that these have now
established more than one foothold in Britain along the south coast and are not
solely seen as migrants. This time I see they have also managed to appear as
far inland as Basingstoke where Nick Montegriffo took one on Sep 9.

3. Other Insects:
o

Bog Bush-cricket: Tim Norriss found many of these in the Beaulieu Heath area
of the New Forest on Sep 10

o

Grey Bush-Cricket: This was recorded on Portland Island on Sep 13

o

Agalanatea redii orb web spider: At this time of year many orb web spiders
can be seen everywhere there are small bushes from which to hang their webs
and I have long been familiar with the common Araneus species but next time I
come across orb webs I will take a closer look at the spiders which built them as
there are many other species to be found. Agalanatea redii is a heathland

species that was found by Tim Norriss on Beaulieu Heath and (while a little
smaller than the big Araneus species such as Diadematus and Quadratus) it
has two differences of life style. The first is that it has more white silk at the hub
of its web and the second is that it sits the right way up on vegetation to which
one of its main 'trigger wires' is attached - the Araneus spiders build themselves
a small shelter under the vegetation and hang there upside down with one leg
on the trigger wire to detect the arrival of any prey (this is why their big orb webs
usually seem deserted with no spider to be seen anywhere on or near the web)
o

Thomisus onustus crab spider: This was also found on Beaulieu Heath by
Tim Norriss and has also aroused my interest as I had previously thought there
was only one common species of Crab Spider but when checking the details of
Tim's find in Dick Jones' excellent 'Country Life Guide to Spiders' I see Dick
describes around 20 species, most of which can be found in Britain. The
distinctive feature of Thomisus onustus seems to be that it not only has crab like
legs but also a crab like 'carapace' with pointed lumps on it where the upper
surface of the abdomen of nearly all other spiders is smoothly rounded.

o

Raft spider (Dolomedes fimbriatus): The females of this species are 'huge'
(up to 22mm) and even the males grow to 10 mm but I would never have
expected to find one away from water, Water, however, can dry out in heathland
and on Sep 10 Tim Norriss found one of these spiders in an area totally dried
out. Dick Jones says the adult spiders are only found in permanent wetland but
does not say if water is necessary for egglaying at this time of year though he
does say that when the spiderlings hatch out they often climb into trees and
bushes so I guess drying out of the water is not fatal to the species (I'm sure the
adults can grab sufficient insect food to keep them going away from water).

OTHER
1. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: On Sep 10 two were seen off Dungeness, the first report of
these that I have seen since Apr 15, the date of the last sighting of a group of up to 8
(including a calf) which had been around Portland Bill since the middle of January. The
only other report I have for the early part of the year is of one in the Hastings area on
Mar 29 and Apr 2.
2. Harbour or Common Porpoise: As with the Dolphins a sighting of three off
Dungeness on Sep 10 was the first report I have seen since a single was off Splash
Point at Seaford on Apr 19 (where another had been seen on Jan 26)
3. Common Newt: We think of Newts as living in ponds but they inhabit the water for at
most five months of each year, From June until winter forces them to hibernate they
are out and about in our countryside, often far from water, but hardly ever seen as they
hide by day and hunt small invertebrates by night. I remember being very surprised in
the depths of winter when I accidentally broke off a large chunk of a rotten fallen tree
trunk to see a hibernating Newt in what had been the centre of the tree trunk - my
surprise was partly that the Newt had penetrated so far into what seemed to have been
solid wood, but also to find it nearly a mile from the nearest water.
These comments are provoked by a note on the Butterfly Conservation website of a
group of moth hunters, led by Tim Norriss, out on Beaulieu Heath sweeping the
heather tips with butterfly nets in the hope of finding the caterpillars of the
Shoulder-striped Clover moth. They never found the target species but among at
least eleven caterpillar species they did collect were seven Common Newts swept
into the nets from the tips of Cross-leaved Heath where the Newts had presumably
been on a similar mission to find and eat Shoulder-striped Clover moth caterpillars.
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Tue 13 Sep
A. Langstone area
After pinning up the Nature Notes poster at the Langstone West Mill I made one good
find when I put my binoculars onto a cluster of insects around some Ivy on a tree
overhanging the Langbrook stream and saw that the first two or three flowers of the
season were open for business.
The morning sun invited me out onto the north pier of the old railway bridge on which a
good selection of flowering plants included Tansy, Eyebright, Blue Fleabane, White,
Bladder and Sea Campion, a last remnant of Vipers Bugloss and Mignonette. On
the very poor soil where the rails once ran there was a lot of what I thought, from its
small size, was probably Lesser Trefoil but when I got out my lens to look at a sample
I found it had hair on the calyces and on the the leaves which had a very prominent
apiculus spike in the notch at the tip of the leaf - all diagnostic of Black Medick. There
were some seeds but they were not yet ripe and had not turned black. Had it been
Lesser Trefoil there would be no apiculus and no hairs on the calyx.
Another plant requiring a close look turned out to be Imperforate St John’s Wort (no
translucent glands on the leaves, black dots on the underside of the leaves and more
black dots on the petals but not on the calyx) - unfortunately I did not check the base of
the stem (which should have been square but not winged to clinch the id)
While on the railway pier a Grey Wagtail flew over (heard and seen) and I am pretty
sure there was at least one Yellow Wagtail in the area (calls only, not seen). Another
fly over, heard and seen very briefly, was probably a couple of Crossbills (heading for
Northney on Hayling). A single Sandwich Tern was on a post by the mouth of the
Langbrook stream and below it two duck were swimming which I at first throught might
be Wigeon from their dark, seemingly russet tinged plumage, but when they turned
sideways on they did not have the round head shape of Wigeon.
Heading home past the Royal Oak on the Langstone shore I was pleased to see a few
flowers on the Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant (the small plant growing out of the wall had
looked quite dead for the past couple of months, and on the Mill Pond all four cygnets
where with their parents (no sign of the lone orphan). A couple of Teal were still
present and I thought I heard a Kingfisher.
Out on the harbour mud the dominant birds were Redshank (over 100) with very little
else - none of the Bar-tailed Godwit I had been half expecting and not even any
Lapwing or Black-wits but the tide was only starting to fall.
Mon 12 Sep
A. Broadmarsh
With a relatively free morning I cycled to Broadmarsh before lunch, starting my list with
Black Mustard, Musk Mallow and Great Mullein all still flowering along Solent Road
and Harts Farm Way.
At Broadmarsh I checked the Chinese Mugwort plants at both colonies (by Harts
Farm Way and at the east end of the shore below the A27 where the construction of
the new cycle way caused most ot the plants to be cut down but they have now
regrown) - none of the plants yet show any sign of flowering but October is their month!
One good plant that is flowering by the cycleway is Blue Fleabane.

Looking from the stream outfall I saw at least 50 Lapwing back in their favourite winter
roost spot on the stony shore just west of the outfall, and out on the mud at low tide
there were perhaps 40 Black-tailed Godwit and plenty of Oystercatcher with much
smaller numbers of Curlew, Grey Plover, Redshank and Turnstone (plus a few
Ringed Plover heard but not seen). Half a dozen Egrets, two Herons and a couple of
Cormorant were also present.
Coming back along the Broadmarsh shore I heard and saw a continuous stream of
Meadow Pipits seemingly heading north (over 100 must have gone over in the half
hour when I was there). A similar number of Starlings were perched on overhead
wires or feeding on blackberries and one Kestrel was also perched on the wires until I
came too close. At the mouth of the Hermitage Stream the flock of 20 Swans seen
there last week had diminished to just six adults and three cygnets but I had the
pleasure of both Yellow and Grey Wagtails. One unexpected bird which flew across
the stream just north of Harts Farm Way perched for long enough for me to be sure it
was a Song Thrush.
B. Barn Owls at Nutbourne Bay
With England’s victory in the Ashes series certain by 6pm I got on my bike to enjoy the
beautiful sunny evening with a ride through Emsworth and across the north of Thorney
Island to Prinsted, and from there along the seawall to the east end of Nutbourne Bay
where I expected to see two Barn Owls hunting close to the seawall path well before
dusk.
My route took me through Brook Meadow at Emsworth where Broad-leaved
Everalsting Pea, Common Comfrey and Wild Angelica are still flowering, then
across to the north wall of the Slipper Mill Pond where Pellitory of the Wall is
flowering with Golden Samphire and on into the Marina area where a large patch of
Red Deadnettle is freshly flowering (lots of White, but very little Red, to be seen at this
time of year).
At Prinsted, as the sun was still shining strongly and the owls unlikely to be out yet, I
diverted up the main street, turning left at the Square and continuing west along the
farm track where the road next bends north. As soon as you come out into the fields
there is a patch of Amphibious Bistort on your right and I was pleasantly surprised to
find some of it in flower. About 100 yards further on was my immediate target, a small
patch of very unimproved market garden where a lot of Shaggy Soldier (which I was
expecting) was in flower among other ‘weeds’.
Going back down the main street of Prinsted I saw and heard lots of Collared Doves they have not deserted these garden to go on country holidays. Turning left along the
seawall the rocks placed in front of the houses east of the road have acquired some
soil in their crevices - last year I found one or two plants of Slender Hare’s Ear had
established a foothold here and this evening I found the colony had increased (and
there were even one or two yellow flowers on the almost dead plants).
The field just inside the seawall on the east side of Prinsted Bay used to be a great
place to see waders at high tide in winter, but now it has been ungrazed for so long that
the grass is too long and coarse for any waders or geese to think of landing or feeding
there, and this is now true of all the shore fields east to the Ham Brook - and that is why
the Barn Owls thrive here as the grass and bushes provide cover for many rodents (no
doubt increased in number recently by harvesting of nearby fields, removing the cover
from them).
The seawall had just one Wheatear and one Linnet to show and there was little on the
shore or water at high tide (though huge numbers of gulls were coming south from

inland fields to spend the night on the harbour in the Thorney channel), and I might
have become bored waiting almost half and hour for the owls to show (just before 7pm)
had I not met an old friend from IBM days who was also enjoying the peaceful evening
scene.
First to emerge from the Marsh Farm area was a very pale white owl which worked its
way east and then north up towards Farm Lane, but soon after it had vanished into the
distance its mate (a much richer gingery brown bird) appeared on the scene working
the fields south and west of Marsh Farm - eventually it was harrassed by a Magpie and
perched in trees lining the north side of the field, at which time the pale bird returned
and I headed home in the growing dusk. Both owls gave excellent views both flying
and perched, and can be expected to do so for anyone who is there on a pleasant
evening between 6:30 and 7pm. While there I also enjoyed good views of at least two
very smart Stock Doves and watched a Kestrel hovering distantly against the setting
sun.
A final surprise sight, when on the private road between Prinsted and Thornham Lane,
was to see, beside a new wooden ‘byre’ across the road from Thornham Farm, a group
of three Llamas (one pale, one black and one ginger). I’m not sure if these are part of
the larger herd that was to be found at Hambrook Grange near Funtington a few years
ago .... The last note to go onto my pad for this trip was of a Cetti’s Warbler singing as
I reached the Thorney Main Road.
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BIRDS
1. Shag: On March 7 this year Kris Gillam's website reported an IoW record count of
more than 70 Shags which I understood to be passage birds making a one night
stopover on their way east. Two or three further reports of around 30 Shags came from
the IoW during March but from Apr 3 to July 25 there was no report of more than three
birds from the Island (where I believe a few pairs nest). Then on July 26 there was a
report of 30 on the Culver Cliffs near Bembridge Foreland and another count of 50
roosting there on Aug 5. Now (Sept 5) Kris Gillam writes of "Still c.70 Shags roosting on
Culver Cliff" and I can only assume that a large number have been there permanently
since July (and so may stay on through the winter). If the count of 70 in March was
something to get excited about so should this be but the current report reads as if it
were 'business as usual' - can anyone tell me the normal status of Shags on the Island
and if the current ongoing roost flock is something out of the ordinary? (The highest
count reported from the IoW in the whole of last year was just 12 birds off Seaview on
Nov 15 - no other double figure counts at any time in 2004).
2. Little Egret: On Sept 6 Trevor Carpenter found 29 of them in Mill Rythe on the east
shore of Hayling Island and this reminds me that I have heard nothing this year of an
Egret night roost in the Tournerbury Woods. I keep meaning to have a look for myself
but have not so far got round to it so if there is anyone willing to spend a pleasant hour
or so at dusk (on an evening when the tide is low) standing on the seawall path just
west of Mengham Rythe sailing club (and just east of the boatyard) to count any Egrets

flying into the trees at approx SZ 731 994 I would love to hear how many birds are
roosting there
3. Great White Egret: I see that one was seen by John Clark at Ibsley Water near
Ringwood on Sept 10 (where it was last reported on Aug 11 but has probably been
there all the time since July 17).
4. Canada Goose: A flock of around 700 is currently at the Arlington Reservoir in the
Cuckmere Valley near Beachy Head. We seem to be relatively lucky in not having any
really large flocks at the moment - on Sept 9 there were only 9 on Farlington Marshes
and the biggest flock seems to be at Yarmouth on the IoW where around 250 were
seen on Sept 9.
5. Wigeon: These are now back in our area in force. On Sept 5 the count at Christchurch
Harbour was 72, on Sept 6 Trevor Carpenter saw a total of 126 in the Mill Rythe area
(east shore of Hayling) and on Sept 7 Trevor found a flock of 72 back at Cams Bay in
Fareham Creek.
6. Teal: There were 120 at Pulborough Brooks on Sept 6 and on Sept 9 Cliff Oakley
found 200 at Farlington Marshes and at least 60 were at Yarmouth on the IoW (on that
day I noticed a couple on Langstone Mill Pond)
7. Shoveler: On Sept 9 at least 35 were at Farlington Marshes
8. Honey Buzzard: One flew over Titchfield Haven on Sept 4, one was over Christchurch
Harbour on Sept 5 and on Sept 7 four were seen over Luccombe Down on the IoW with
one heading out to sea from the Shanklin area on Sept 8.
9. Marsh Harrier: One was over Titchfield Haven on Sept 4 and on Sept 5 one was over
the IoW and another at Dungeness while Sept 6 brought more reports of singles at
Dungeness and Luccombe Down (IoW).
10. Osprey: One was in the Emsworth Channel of Chichester Harbour, seen from Mill
Rythe on Hayling, on Sept 6 when another was in the Lymington area. At Newtown
Harbour (IoW) Kris Gillam tells us that up to four have been present in the past few
days (up to Sept 8). On Sept 10 John Goodspeed watched one perched at Thornham
Marshes (north east of Thorney Island) and then saw it fishing - he was told one was
thereabouts on the previous day.
11. Dotterel: A juvenile appeared at Dungeness on Sept 5 - maybe others will turn up
where you are! This year I only heard of one spring record (Apr 29 at Christchurch
Harbour), and so far this is only the second for the year.
12. Little Stint: Graham Osborne found one at the Farlington Marshes Deeps on Sept 8
(when the 'first of the autumn' was at Portland) and on Sept 9 the Farlington bird was
seen again by Cliff Oakley's party from Petersfield.
13. Pectoral Sandpiper: On Sept 9 Owen Mitchell saw a juvenile at the 'new Drayton pit'
east of Chichester and says it had then been there since Sep 6. One which arrived at
Titchfield Haven on Sept 2 seems to have left on Sept 7 and one at Pulborough Brooks
was last reported on Sept 6
14. Curlew Sandpiper: Titchfield Haven has been doing well with these - on Sept 9
Richard Carpenter told me there had been up to six there from Sept 1 to 9, and on Sept
9 Cliff Oakley found 7 at Farlington Marshes
15. Ruff: Most recent sightings have been of a juvenile Reeve at Drayton (Chichester) on
Sept 9 and on that day two were at Christchurch Harbour.

16. Black Tailed Godwit: On Sept 7 Trevor Carpenter had 85 in Fareham Creek and on
Sept 9 Cliff Oakley found 300 at Farlington Marshes.
17. BarTailed Godwit: At last they have returned to our area. On Sept 6 Trevor Carpenter
found 30 at Mill Rythe (east Hayling) and then saw around 200 fly west over Langstone
Bridge into Langstone Harbour, and on Sept 9 at least 51 of these could be seen from
Farlington Marshes.
18. Spotted Redshank: One turned up at the Vyne watermeadows (north of Basingstoke)
on Sept 6 and was still there until at least Sept 8. Another single was at Farlington
Marshes on Sept 8 and 9.
19. Greenshank: 14 were in Emsworth Harbour on Sept 7 (probably lots more at the
Thorney Deeps now) and 10 were at Farlington Marshes in Sept 9
20. Wood Sandpiper: The bird which arrived at the Vyne watermeadows on Sept 2 was
still there on Sept 8 and on Sept 9 one was at the Westhampnett lakes (Chichester)
and another at Christchurch Harbour.
21. Great Skua (Bonxie): These used to be rarities on the south coast but this year I have
seen 142 reports of them covering up to 472 individual birds, and they have been seen
in every month (though the only report for February was of a corpse and they did not
become regular until mid March). Now. on Sept 11, Ian Thirwell has even seen one
inside Langstone Harbour, though near the entrance.
22. Sabine's Gull: One spent some time on Sept 8 in the area where the Chesil Bank
meets Portland Island. This is only the second report which I have for this year, the
other being an unconfirmed sighting of a juvenile passing Selsey Bill on Aug 24
23. Black-headed Gull: Newly ploughed fields in the Newlands Farm area south of
Fareham attracted more than 10000 Black-headed Gulls on Sept 4
24. Collared Dove: These have vanished from my garden in the past few days and I see
that a flock of 34 were seen at Newlands Farm (south of Fareham) on Sept 4 - perhaps
these birds have started their autumn holidays in the country to enjoy any left overs in
the harvested fields.
25. Barn Owl: Good news comes from Tom Bickerton telling me that the pair which
showed so well in fields on the north shore of Nutbourne Bay are once again giving
daytime flying displays from 6pm onwards in fields at SU 776 049, at the east end of
the long straight seawall path going east from Prinsted just before it turns north to go
around a small secondary bay. You can either park at the Prinsted seafront and walk
east along the seawall for about 1km, or park in Farm Lane at Nutbourne and walk
south down the east side of a rough meadow through which the Ham Brook reaches
the sea - the walk that way is about 700 metres from where you park and if you go that
way the path takes you to the seawall of the secondary bay where you turn right and
walk round the shoulder of the bay, stopping when you come to a massive stile
marking the start of the long straight seawall path to Prinsted.
Another bit of Barn Owl news comes from David Uren at Old Idsworth Farm north of
Rowlands Castle and Finchdean. David has heard 'snoring noises' coming from one of
the owl boxes in his barns and wonders if the owls could be having a second brood.
While this is unlikely I read that they can have a second brood when prey is abundant
(or maybe when global warming prolongs the summer?)
26. Little Owl: Doug Robertson tells us that four pairs of these have been breeding around
Hambledon village this year.

27. Long Eared Owl: Ignoring reports from the Isle of Wight where these birds replace the
Tawnies as the common owl there have been several odd reports of these being seen
in the south this summer. The latest comes from the Pannel Valley west of Rye on the
Kent-Sussex border where, on Sept 6, one was seen sitting on a post at 4pm. Prior to
that on Aug 14 one was flushed in the Sandwich Bay area of the Kent coast at dawn,
and on Aug 4 we were told one had been seen near the Point at Farlington Marshes,
perched on a post at noon. Another pre-dawn encounter with one in the Sandwich area
was dated July 20. I know that Short-eared Owls have been known to stay on the south
coast during the summer but I don't recall hearing of Long-eareds staying here before.
28. Swift: Sept 7 brought three reports of singles from the Isle of Wight, Christchurch
Harbour and Portland Bill and at least one was over Gilkicker Point on the Solent shore
on Sept 11.
29. Wryneck: One was in the Mill Rythe area of east Hayling on Sept 6 and another in the
Abbotswood area about a mile north of Romsey on Sept 9. Another two have been in
the Rye area and three on Portland in the past few days
30. Swallow: Sept 7 brought at major movement of Swallows and House Martins going
east along the south coast
31. Tree Pipit: These have been seen moving south for some time but counts at Portland
of 21 on Sept 6 and 30 on Sept 7 seem to mark a peak of their passage.
32. Meadow Pipit: People are just starting to notice these on the move,
33. Yellow Wagtail: A few people have been lucky enough to see good numbers recently
(from 100 to 150 at Barton on Sea, Christchurch Harbour and Portland) but the peak
count for this autumn remains the 230+ recorded at Rye Harbour on Aug 12. Last year
the equivalent peak count from Rye Harbour was of 400 and by Sept 11 we had had
reports of more than 200 at Beachy Head and more than 200 in the Titchfield Haven
reeds (where there has been no significant report of them this autumn). I am certainly
not persuaded that the overall decline in their numbers in Britain has stopped.
34. Grey Wagtail: Migrant flocks seen at Portland Bill have numbered 20 birds on Sept 6
and 25 on Sept 7.
35. Ring Ouzel: One arrived at Dungeness on Sept 5. One had been seen on the IoW on
Aug 27 but this is the only other report for the autumn so far.
36. Grasshopper Warbler: Still moving in fair numbers - one was at Gilkicker Point on
Sept 6 and one (thought to be a juvenile) was heard still reeling in the Hambledon area
on Sept 5
37. Passerine migrants: Still being seen in many places in fair numbers are Common
Redstart, Whinchat, Stonechat, Wheatear, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Lesser and
Common Whitethroat, Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Spotted
and Pied Flycatchers.
38. Barred Warbler: In addition to one that seems to have been at Portland from Sept 1 to
5 another (juvenile) has been seen at Newhaven on Sept 5 and 6
39. Goldcrest: Following the 'first of autumn' reports from Dungeness and Portland I see
that a number were in the Shanklin area on Sept 9 and could have come from the
continent.
40. Firecrest: 2 at Dungeness on Sept 6 could well be the first coming in from the
continent.

41. Jay: These too could be arrving from the continent. On Sept 7 one at Christchurch
Harbour was noted as 'the first for some time' and on Sept 9 Richard Carpenter noted
that they had begun their acorn harvesting (and its our acorn harvest that the
continental birds are after - especially when Knopper Galls make the continental
acorns unpalateable).
42. Rooks. Jackdaws and Crows: It sounds as if the immense corvid night roost is once
again starting to build up in the Elson woods at Gosport. No direct evidence but on
Sept 4 Richard Carpenter noted a flock of more than 50 Rooks apparently on a long
distance commute from somewhere in the Gosport area westward across
Southampton Water. On the same day 46 Jackdaws were searching for food on newly
ploughed fields in the Stubbington area (on the same flight path) with 170 Crows on the
same fields.
43. Starling: On Sept 6 a note on the SOS website reported an albino Starling which had
been seen regularly in a Ferring garden (Worthing area) for some time
44. Siskin: These have been in very short supply. Up to Sept 7 I had seen only 5 reports
(max count of 4 birds in a sighting) which appeared to show that birds were beginning
to arrive from the continent. Then on Sept 10 a total of more than 69 birds were
heading east over Hengistbury Head at Christchurch, so we may all soon come across
them.
45. Ortolan Bunting: On Sept 7 one was heard flying over Portland Bill and on Sept 9
Mark Litjens is pretty sure that one flew over Hill Head harbour off Titchfield Haven
46. Reed Bunting: Cliff Oakley's Petersfield Wildlife Group recorded 7 Reed Buntings at
Farlington Marshes on Sept 9. This may be a normal number for the reserve but the
highest count I have seen reported from any site since the start of Aug was only four
birds so this may be a flock of newcomers at Farlington.
PLANTS
1. Sea Rocket (Cakile maritima): Flowering at Black Point on Hayling Island on Sep 9
2. Greater Sea Spurrey: Also flowering at Black Point on Sep 9 (previously seen by the
Havant Wildlife Group on Sep 3)
3. Saltwort: One of several plants thriving at Black Point on Sept 9 as a result of 'dead
hedging' the border of the Sailing Club boat park to restrict walking over the 'sand
dunes'.
4. Babington's Orache: Another beneficiary of the dead hedging at Black Point
5. Frosted Orache: Another beneficiary of the dead hedging at Black Point
6. Common Gorse: Brian Fellows was the first to find this flowering again - he came on it
in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Sep 6 (last year it was not found until Sept 12)
7. Lucerne: Three clumps flowering on the shingle beside the Eastoke promenade, seen
by me on Sept 9, may be new comers to that site.
8. Dog Rose: Another plant with fresh flowers seen by the Hayling Coastal Path on Sept
9
9. Slender Hare's Ear: Possibly a poor year for this plant - I saw one apparently thriving
colony on Thorney Island on Aug 11 but have not seen it in other places where it
normally appears and Richard Carpenter now tells me that he has just found a single

dead plant in an area at Hook near Warsash where he has found a good show in other
years.
10. Sea Knotgrass: This rarity is noted in the Hants Flora as occurring in the shingle east
of Sandy Point where Paul Bowman found just 15 plants in 1995. In recent years that
count seemed to be diminishing and I was beginning to expect the plant to become
extinct there but on Sept 9 I was delighted to find at least 50 thriving plants in flower,
and then to be shown by Andy Johnson that there are many more over a much wider
area than I have ever found the species in before. Andy estimated there could be 300
plants there.
11. Nettle-leaved Bellflower: Richard Carpenter found this still in flower at Beacon Hill in
the Meon Valley on Sept 6.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Small Red-eyed Damselfly: Yet another new site for this rapidly spreading
newcomer (since 1999) to Britain. Richard Carpenter knows of a garden pond in
the West Walk area near Wickham in the Meon Valley where they are now
established.

2. Butterflies:
o

Silver Spotted Skipper: On Sep 7 Richard Jones saw one on Portsdown Hill
where they have never been recorded before so he returned to the spot on Sep
8 and got photo to confirm the identity of the butterfly. Yet another example of
the extraordinary apparently natural spread of several species (including
Adonis Blue) in the past couple of years. In contrast to this arrival Andrew
Brookes remains very surprised that Small Heath cannot be found anywhere on
Portsdown despite their presence in good numbers at the southern foot of the
hill (16 seen on Horsea Island on Sep 6 and 23 at Farlington Marshes on Sep
9).

o

Small Tortoiseshell: The 'large counts' at Old Winchester Hill recently (max 37
on Aug 28, down to 24 on Aug 30) was down again to 7 on Sept 7. While this
may sound like bad news it should be good news if it means that the majority of
the newly emerged hatch have already found somewhere to spend the winter
and are saving their strength for sex next spring.

o

Large Tortoiseshell: The Rye Bay website currently has an excellent photo of
a Large Tortoiseshell taken in the Brede Valley on July 15. I have on record two
other sightings of probable migrants seen at Shoreham on July 3 and
Dungeness on July 4. An earlier report of one in the Basingstoke area on May
30 was almost certainly locally bred as the date was too early for an arrival from
the continent (and the sighting well inland).

3. Moths: Seven more newcomers to my year list ...
o

Ypsolopha sequella (B&F 0462): Recorded by Maurice Opie in Funtley village
(just north of Fareham) on Sep 3

o

Duponchelia fovealis (B&F 1403a): Taken by Richard Coomber on
Pennington Marshes (Lymington) on Sep 6

o

Hedge Rustic (B&F 2177): Two independent firsts on Sep 6 - Maurice Opie had
one at Funtley and Richard Coomber another at Pennington.

o

Lunar Underwing (B&F 2270): Taken by Peter Hooper at Bishopstoke
(Eastleigh) on Sept 6

o

Frosted Orange (B&F 2364): Recorded by Maurice Opie in Funtley village (just
north of Fareham) on Sep 6

o

Small Marbled (B&F 2408): Taken at Portland Bill on Sept 5

o

Red Underwing (B&F 2452): Found by Maurice Opie on Horsea Island in
Portsmouth Harbour on Sept 2

o

Double-striped Pug (B&F 1862): Not a first for the year but the previous record
I have was dated April 30. On Sept 5 Richard Carpenter said that this species
was currently a regular at his Hill Head (Titchfield) moth trap

o

White-point (B&F 2194): In my last update I commented that this species was
only found as a migrant at coastal sites but since then I see that Russell Wynn
has recently been taking up to 8 per night in the Lymington area where a local
colony has become established, and I also see that Maurice Opie has been
having no trouble finding them north of Fareham and Maurice Pugh has just
taken a couple at Cadnam in the New Forest. Other 'migrants' which seem to
have secured a foothold on soil in the Lymington area are Evergestis limbata
and Dentated Pug, both found recently by Russell Wynn on nights when the
weather made the arrival of migrants unlikely.

o

The Delicate (B&F 2195): Ian Thirlwell was pleased to find one of these in his
moth trap on the shore of Langstone Harbour in the Milton area of Southsea on
Sep 6

OTHER
1. Fungi: A very slow start to the season but things are beginning to stir in some damper
areas such as Brook Meadow at Emsworth where a single Giant Puffball and a
Shaggy Inkcap were found on Sept 9. Also noted this week at Beacon Hill in the Meon
Valley (seen by Richard Carpenter) were Yellow Stainer mushrooms.
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Fri 9 Sep
A. Havant to Sandy Point on Hayling
After an early lunch I got on my bike and set off through Langstone heading via the
Oysterbeds and Daw Lane to Black + Sandy Points to return along the shore of Hayling
Bay and up the Coastal Path from West Town.
At the south end of Langstone Bridge the white flowered Red Valerian, yellow Toadflax
and pinkish Strawberry Clover welcomed me to Hayling but there was nothing special
in the way of either flowers or birds at the Oysterbeds though the Pepper Saxifrage
was still giving a good show as I neared the path taking me to West Lane and then Daw
Lane.
A small flock of Rooks were on the fields east of Hayling School, and half a dozen
Autumn Ladies Tresses were flowering in a garden along Southwood Road just east of
the Meath estate but there was nothing of any real note until I reached Black Point
where the dead hedging planted in the sand along the west side of the boat park a
couple of years ago to protect the sand flora, was at last achieving its objective Frosted Orache, Babington’s Orache, Saltwort, Sea Blite and Sea Rocket (Cakile
maritima) were all present though whether by natural regeneration of seeding I know

not. One plant which I was a bit surprised to see here was, by its large size, square
stem and reddish tinges, was Red Goosefoot (the normal version, not the smaller
Saltmarsh Goosefoot). South of the Sailing Club Greater Sea Spurrey and Chord
Grass were flowering in the saltmarsh.
Along the causeway I had hoped to see Sea Holly in flower but it was all over and I
found nothing more of interest until south of the Lifeboat Station in the old Hospital
Grounds area where a pristine Small Copper settled close to me with its wings open
while I was picking and eating blackberries. I had stopped here to go out onto the
shingle in the hope of seeing a few remaining plants of Sea Knotgrass which Stace
describes as very rare and now only found in Cornwall and Sussex on the south coast.
He says it is extinct at other sites where it had been found in the past, presumably
including those around Hengistbury Head and Mudeford (now in Dorset though the
Hants Flora notes that around 150 plants were found there in 1993 having
‘miraculously’ re-appeared after 80 years of extinction, probably due to ‘sea changes’
in the shore line) and at this Sandy Point site where the Flora tells us that 15 plants
were found in 1995. In recent years those 15 plants seemed to be dwindling year by
year and I thought I would be luckly to find half a dozen, so you can guess my pleasure
in finding at least 50 plants in ‘the usual area’ and seeing them looking much healthier
than usual.
As I came back from this excursion onto the shingle I met Andy Johnson heading off to
do a bit of seawatching, and he told me that there were in fact a lot more plants over an
area that extended much further south (to the southern end of the ‘half fenced off’ area
east of the Sandy Point reserve fence) and he estimated the current population at 300
plants (though that may be just a guess which he would not want to see quoted!). Andy
also told me that if I come back in the spring and look for them I should find both
Upright Chickweed (in the old hospital grounds) and lots of Shepherd’s Cress
(Teesdalai nudicaulis), the latter just within the reserve fence at its extreme north
eastern corner south of the hospital grounds.
Continuing west along the Eastoke promenade I passed three small, well separated,
bushes of Lucerne which I have not seen there before. Later, as I neared the Funfair,
I searched the seaward area of the grassland where it abuts the shingle between the
carpark and the beach railway engine sheds but could not find the cluster of Autumn
Ladies Tresses which Rosemary Webb had seen there last week.
Going back up the Coastal Path I found White Bryony in full flower and saw one Dog
Rose with two fresh flowers with flowers still on the Russian Comfrey at the
Oysterbeds, but the Fragrant Agrimony had exhausted its supply of flowers.
Wed 7 Sep
A. Havant, Brockhampton and the South Moors
This morning a Chiffchaff was again to be heard singing from my garden and a Grey
Wagtail flew over it (first migrant back in Havant for the winter) before I set off to walk
to Budds Farm and back.
My route took me through Juniper Square where the Small Flowered Cranesbill is
still flowering in close mown roadside grass and then under the A27 beside the
Langbrook Stream where I saw two more Grey Wagtails before turning away from the
stream along the broad path following the south side of the A27 towards the
Brockhampton stream marking the western limit of my expedition.
One Common Sandpiper flew down the stream in front of me and a Common Blue
butterfly was less eager to fly from my approach. Near the mouth of the stream the

Japanese Knotweed was in full flower and at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream
some 20 Swans with two or three cygnets were an unexpected sight.
Near the old Budds Farm outfall pipe was a good show of mixe waders including
Black-wits, Redshank, Oystercatchers, Turnstones and Ringed Plover, and I was
watching these when John Gowen caught up with me and we joined forces for most of
the way back.
On Budds Farm Pools the Swan family was present (two parents and three cygnets,
one a white Polish bird that seemed to be keeping its distance from the others - maybe
they now pick on it for ‘being different’) but there were no Shelduck left though plenty
of Mallard with Shoveler, Teal, and Tufted Duck as well as Little Grebe, Coot and
Moorhen.
Nothing new along the South Moors shore though yet another Grey Wagtail flew over
the old IBM playing fields, and when we turned up the Langbrook stream we added
Speckled Wood to the list.
B. (Wed 0709) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0409
BIRDS
1. Mute Swan: In the past couple of weeks Swans have been getting airborne again after
their summer moult, and new arrivals at Emsworth have increased the total there to
115 (including 11 cygnets). Brian Fellows says .. "This is my biggest count so far this
year for Emsworth. (111 on April 11 was the nearest). This was also my best ever
count for September since records began in 1992." I have no idea where the extra
birds came from, nor if they stayed at Emsworth until Sept 7 when I found a new flock
of around 20 in the mouth of the Hermitage Stream off Broadmarsh Slipway in
Langstone Harbour where there have been just one or two Swans through the
summer. These 20 did not include the family from the Budds Farm pools which are still
in residence there (the white 'Polish' cygnet is now easily mistaken for an adult and
seems to be giving the rest of its family a wide berth - perhaps both adults and its
sibling cygnets disown it and attack it if if comes too close?)
2. Black Swan: We have now reached the season in which creatures whose biological
clocks are set to southern hemisphere time start thinking about reproduction and
among them Black Swans go in search of mates. On Sept 5 Steve Mansfield found one
on Tundry Pond and he thinks it was the bird normally resident on Fleet Pond which
had flown the three or four miles west in search of a mate - unless it teams up with one
of the eleven young Egyptian geese which Steve also saw there with their parents it
may well fly on ....
3. Brent Goose: A single Brent flew in to Farlington Marshes on Sept 4 and landed on
the lake - this was no early arrival from Siberia but the bird that has been summering in
Langstone Harbour and was previously seen out in the harbour on Aug 21. Genuine
migrant arrivals will be with us all too soon - last year the first substantial flock of 66
flew past Rye Harbour on Sept 14 (though 6 seen at Pett near Hastings on Sept 10
were probably migrants). The first to reach Langstone Harbour were 8 seen by Kevin
Stouse landing off the Milton shore on Sept 24 with more seen from Farlington
Marshes on Sep 25.
4. Wigeon: Sept 3 brought a wave of new arrivals with 80 seen in Christchurch Harbour,
26 at Hook/Warsash and 16 flying south over the Testwood Lakes. By Sept 5 the
number at Hook/Warsash had increased to 51

5. Pintail: With the Wigeon on Sept 3 came some very early Pintail, especially a flock of
30 seen in Pagham Harbour. Others in the same wave of arrivals were 16 at
Christchurch Harbour and 4 at Hook/Warsash
6. Shoveler: Also arriving on Sep 3 were 71 birds at Rye Harbour, 23 at Christchurch
Harbour and even three on the sea off Portland Bill. By Sept 7 there were at least ten at
the Budds Farm Pools in Havant
7. Honey Buzzard: A party of birders at Pagham Harbour on Sept 4 had good views of a
Honey Buzzad being closely chased by a Common Buzzard.
8. Marsh Harrier: Four of six new sightings have been in Kent or East Sussex but on
Sept 3 Peter Raby had one over the Solent shore at Gilkicker Point near Gosport and
on Sept 4 Bernie Forbes had close views of one in the Pagham Harbour area
9. Hen Harrier: August brought three sightings in Kent and now on Sept 4 a ringtail has
been seen in the Cuckmere Valley near Beachy Head.
10. Osprey: On Sept 3 one was over the Westhampnett Lakes where the A27 heads east
from Chichester, and another was over Christchurch Harbour. These were probably
'new birds' to the area but a couple seen at Newtown Harbour on the IoW that day were
probably birds already in temporary residence and another seen near the Needles
could have been the Christchurch Harbour bird.
11. Merlin: Although these have been seen on the south coast on 21 occasions since the
first 'probable' returned to the IoW on Aug 6 there have been only two sightings
reported from Farlington Marshes so far, one on Aug 21 and now one there on Sept 4
12. Little Stint: Although I have seen 16 reports of these birds on autumn passage since
Aug 13 only one had been in Hampshire (Farlington Marshes on Aug 23) until Sept 2
when one turned up at Titchfield Haven on Sept 2 and was still there on Sept 3. Maybe
the same bird then flew west to be seen in the Lymington area on Sept 4.
13. Pectoral Sandpiper: Following the dubious sighting of two at Titchfield Haven on Aug
29 a 'possible' was reported there on Sept 2 and turned into a 'definite' seen on Sept 3
and 4. At the same time a single juvenile was seen at Pulborough Brooks on Sept 1
and 3.
14. Curlew Sandpiper: Four were seen at Titchfield Haven on Sep 1 and 2 and five were
there on Sept 3 and 4. Elsewhere on Sept 3 two more were at Christchurch Harbour
and another 4 at Portland (Ferrybridge) plus another 5 at Sidlesham Ferry (Pagham
Harbour). On Sept 4 the count at Sidlesham Ferry was up to ten with others at
Farlington Marshes, Lymington Marshes and Christchurch Harbour. Sept 5 brought a
count of 3 at Farlington and 5 at Rye Harbour.
15. Bar-tailed Godwit: For the first time this autumn I have seen a count of these birds
getting into double figures with 14 at Rye Harbour on Sept 4 and 13 there on Sept 5.
That is of course based on the information that gets into the public domain - looking
through the reports of Black-tailed Godwit which have been on the internet since the
beginning of August I would have told you that the biggest counted flock was 114 in
Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW on Aug 25 (though I also heard at second hand that 300
were thought to be in Chichester Harbour earlier in August). These figures however
are dwarfed by a figure of 700 Blackwits written on the Farlington Marshes sightings
board when Brian Fellows was there on Sept 3 - I wonder where that figure comes from
and to what area it applies?.

16. Spotted Redshank: On Sep 3 two birds were at Pagham Harbour (Long Pool) and
another two at Christchurch Harbour, and on Sep 4 there was at least one at Farlington
Marshes.
17. Greenshank: These are being widely reported at the moment but the biggest count
comes from Steve Mansfield who saw 15 fly in together to land at Farlington Marshes
on Sep 4
18. Wood Sandpiper: Alan Kitson tells us that one has been at the Westhampnett pool
south of the A27 at Chichester since Aug 27 and was still there on Sep 3
19. Pomarine Skua: Six reports since the start of Aug include sightings of a single bird off
Rye Harbour on Sep 3 and 4 as the latest additions.
20. Med Gull: Still no flocks being reported from the Bembridge area of the IoW, the
largest assemblage seems to be at Pagham Harbour where more than 20 birds were
seen on Sep 4. Where have they all gone?
21. Swift: Latest reports are of 5 over the IoW (Luccombe Down) on Sep 2 and singles at
Christchurch Harbour and Hastings on Sep 3
22. Wryneck: Two separate birds on Portland Bill are the only ones in the latest news both still there on Sep 5
23. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: I have been surprised by the large numbers of Great
Spotted Woodpeckers being seen on the move in the past few weeks. Now comes a
report of a Lesser Spotted at Testwood Lakes on Sept 4 - hopefully a few more are
now dispersing to new sites.
24. Swallow: Large numbers were moving east along the coast on Sep 3, producing
counts of 900 moving past Gilkicker Point in the east Solent, 600 in the Rye Bay area,
400 off Barton on Sea and an estimated 4000 seen from Christchurch Harbour.
25. House Martin: With the 900 Swallows passing Gilkicker Point on Sep 3 Peter Raby
saw something like 400 House Martins
26. Sand Martin: Lack of reports of these among the big Hirundine movement on Sep 3
seems to show that most Sand Martins have already left us.
27. Yellow Wagtail: Maybe numbers of these are starting to tail off. No site has reported
anything comparable to the 230+ which roosted at Rye Harbour on Aug 12, the next
highest figures were 130 at Barton on sea on Aug 28 and 150 at Portland Bill on Sep 2.
Latest high figures are 127 at Barton on sea on Sep 3, and 100 at Portland on Sep 3
and 4. By Sep 5 the count at Portland was down to just 20 birds.
28. Grey Wagtail: These seem to be almost as migratory as Yellow Wagtails and lots of
movement continues to be reported, though usually groups seen are less than 6 in
number. Good news for myself is that several seem to have arrived in the Havant area
in the past couple of days - early on Sep 7 one flew over my garden and later that day
I saw two over the Langbrook stream and another near Budds Farm while on Sep 8
two flew over my garden, at one point perching on a rooftop as if to say they liked the
look of the place and intended to stay.
29. Melodious Warbler: Among the vast stream of migrating passerines I see that a
single Melodious Warbler which turned up at Portland Bill on Aug 31 (and was ringed)
was still there on Sep 5
30. Barred Warbler: Also seen at Portland Bill from Sep 1 to 5 has been a single Barred
Warbler.

31. Goldcrest: Back on Aug 29 the Dungeness observatory recorded their first Goldcrest
arrival of the autumn and now on Sep 5 the first has reached Portland Bill.
32. Nuthatch: Dispersing birds turned up at Gilkicker Point (Gosport) on Aug 28 and at
Christchurch Harbour on Sep 4 and on Sep 5 I heard one in the Wade Court trees at
Langstone (although they have been present there on and off for several years this is
my first record there for the year).
33. Rook: A small reminder of the continuing decline in Rook numbers came when one
flew over my garden on Sep 5, bringing back to my mind memories of how at this time
of year a flock of them would make a special visit to our garden for their annual Walnut
harvest. It is many years since they have done this.
34. Carrion Crow: Walking across the field from the Hayling Billy Trail to the Royal Oak
pub in Langstone on Sep 6 I saw a Crow with the rear half of both wings almost pure
white in colour.
35. Raven: There are several areas in Hampshire, Sussex and certainly on the Isle of
Wight where sightings of these birds are no longer unusual but a sighting by Bob
Marchant of one taking off from a pylon in the Hook Park area near Warsash on Sep 3
did not bring to my mind any previous sightings thereabouts. A check through this
year's records shows that 2 Ravens were there on Feb 23 but I can find no records
from 2004.
PLANTS
1. Lesser Stichwort: Supposedly at the end of its flowering season this has been found
starting to flower all over again by Brian Fellows at Brook Meadow in Emsworth.
Maybe recent clearance of long grass in the meadow has brought light and rain to
seeds or plants that were dormant, as happens in arable fields that are now full of fresh
wild flowers after the harvest and before the plough.
2. Japanese Knotweed: As with Chinese Mugwort these asiatic species are not attuned
to the the seasons in this country and tend to flower later than native plants. Chinese
Mugwort should soon be flowering on Broadmarsh and Japanese Knotweed was
flowering in Emsworth as early as Aug 21 but it was not until Sept 7 that I found the
plants alongside the Brockhampton Stream here in Havant fully out
3. Green Nightshade: I now feel pretty confident that the plants growing in the Pallant
street south of Waitrose store in Havant are Green and not Black Nightshade. The
calyx segments may not be as large as expected but none of the green berries have
shown any sign of turning black in a period during which I have noticed berries on Holly
trees changing from green to red.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Small Red-eyed Damselfly: I first heard of this species in 2003 although it had
arrived in Britain in 1999 when it was found in Essex. Since then it has spread
increasingly rapidly through southern England, arriving in Hampshire in 2004.
This year I heard of it at the boating lake on Southampton Common and at the
Testwood Lakes just outside the city in July, but I have just received news of
several more sightings from Paul Winter who has seen it on five occasions
between Aug 7 and Sep 3 at three sites (Southampton Common. Testwood
Lakes and - on Sep 3 - has found at least a couple at the Lower Test Marshes).
This year the highest count has been of ten pairs seen at the Testwood Lakes
by Les Stride on July 16.

2. Butterflies:
o

Swallowtail: Only a 'might have been', but made the more probable by six
previous sightings in England this year, was a fly by seen at Milton Common on
the south west shore of Langstone Harbour by Ian Thirlwell on Sept 2

o

Adonis Blue: A small number of recent sightings of this species at sites where
it is not normally found (e.g. Yew Hill south of Winchester and Stockbridge
Down) has drawn a very interesting comment from Matthew Oates, who says ..

"Re the recent comments on the spread of Adonis Blue in Hampshire. The Hampshire
experience is by no means unique, and indeed is relatively modest. The butterfly
appeared in the southern Cotswolds in June 04, having disappeared from the
Cotswolds during the early 1960s. Since then it has spread northwards, reaching the
Stroud area this June. It has also reappeared in the eastern Mendips and in the Polden
Hills, Somerset, again after 40 year absences. It has also recolonised the Goring Gap
downs near Reading and has been seen as far north in the Chilterns as Aston Rowant
NNR (the M40). I don't yet know what is happening in Kent and Sussex.
These appearances are obviously most welcome and are on a scale that suggests that
most if not all result from natural spread. It is not an easy butterfly to breed in numbers,
though translocation of adults is, presumably, fairly simple. There is no evidence to
suggest that either of these actions have occurred, though such information is unlikely
to reach Butterfly Conservation.
At this stage the most likely explanation is that, in the prolonged heat of August and
Sept 2003, when Adonis populations were exceptionally high and the weather
conditions presumably suitable for dispersal, the butterfly became unusually and
wondrously mobile. The prospect of it jumping the 25 or so miles from the north Wilts
chalk over the Oxford Clay to the southern Cotswolds does rather fly in the face of
established thinking on this butterfly's mobility. My own view if that we should never
underestimate a butterfly, and never under-value the population dynamisms generated
by the likes of the Long Hot Summer of 1976 and August & Sept 2003. These are very
exciting times for those of us with an interest in British butterflies."
Without (so far as I know) having seen Matthew's comments Adrian Hoskins says ..
"The second brood is doing very well at both it's Hampshire sites (Martin Down and Old
Winchester Hill ), and with current weather conditions ideal for dispersal, it is quite
possible that the butterfly could spread to Magdalen Hill Down, Broughton Down or St
Catherine's Hill. Watch this space !"
On an associated topic Adrian tells us that when he was at Martin Down on Sep 3 he
watched a male Adonis Blue trying to mate with Chalkhill Blue female. The mating did
not succeed on that occasion and Adrian said that had never heard of any such
hybridisation, to which Piers Vigus replied ... "hybridisation between coridon [Chalkhill
Blue] and bellargus [Adonis Blue] has indeed been recorded and will occur naturally at
localities where both species are present together. The resulting butterfly is know as
polonus (Zeller) and has been recorded flying with the spring brood of bellargus.
Specimens of this hybrid can be studied in the British Natural History Museum."
 Moths: Six more newcomers to my yearlist in the latest news.
•

Antigastra catalaunalis (B&F 1400): I have never heard of this species before and
know nothing about it except that it is not on Mike Wall's complete list of Hampshire
Moths. Before getting too excited about an addition to the county's fauna I should point
out that the record dated Sept 1 comes from Portland Island (and from a visiting
entomologist, not from Martin Cade).

•

Pale Eggar (B&F 1632): First record I have heard of for the year comes from Portland
Bill on Sept 3.

•

Feathered Gothic (B&F 2178): First of the year taken by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in
the New Forest on Sept 3

•

Centre-barred Sallow (B&F 2269): Another first of year for Maurice Pugh on Sept 3

•

Pale Shoulder (B&F 2415): A first taken on Portland Island on Sept 1

•

Passenger (B&F 2460): Also taken at Portland but on Sept 4. The only previous
record of this species that I know of also came from Portland last year on Aug 24

•

White-Point (B&F 2194): Tony Wilson was particularly pleased to find this migrant
rarity on Sept 2 at his Edburton village home at the north foot of the Sussex Downs. As
Tony's is the 14th entry for this year in my database I wondered at first why he was so
excited but I see that virtually all the other records are from places right on the coast
such as Titchfield Haven, Lymington Marshes, Portland Bill and the Hastings Country
Park. The furthest from the coast for any of the 13 previous records was one at
Cosham, just north of Portsmouth, on June 26

•

Old Lady (B&F 2300): This entry in the latest news caught my eye partly because it is
one of the few moths that I might be able to recognise if I saw one (as I have in the
past). Steve Mansfield at his home in Alton on Aug 29 without the aid of a moth trap.

•

Caterpillars: An impressive 10cm long Privet Hawk caterpillar was found on Lilac at
Winchelsea on Sep 3 and on Sep 4 a couple of Elephant Hawk caterpillars were on
Fuchsia plants in a garden at Newhaven. Also on Sep 4 a crowd of 75 Buff-tip
caterpillars were stripping Willow leaves at Rye Harbour and bright yellow Sycamore
caterpillar was also found there.

 Other Insects:
•

Helophilus pendulus hoverfly: A couple of what I think were this species were in my
Havant garden on Sept 5

•

Roesel's Bush Cricket: Another find of this insect was made at the Lower Test
Marshes by Jason Claxton, the news coming to me from Paul Winter who saw the
creature but (like me) was unable to hear its high pitched stridulation.

•

Wasp Spider: Jan Mitchell was highly pleased to find a beautiful female of this species
in her Hayling Island garden, and I hope the spider stays and lets Jan see the equally
interesting and pretty 'Chinese Lantern' which she will soon construct to hold her eggs.
Jan was quite surprised that one should appear in her garden but I believe that, as with
the great majority of spiders, the tiny spiderlings (which could not all survive if they
remained together in a cluster of hundreds) make one of their first tasks the
achievement of a random dispersal over as large an area as possible.
To do this the tiny creatures wait for a calm sunny day and then climb to the top of
anything that will get them a few feet above ground level. They then stand on the
highest spot they can reach and point their bottoms up into the air before starting to
spin spider web. If all goes to plan this single thread of silk is caught by the wind and
pulled up into the air as fast as the spiderling can squirt it out. After a time the pull of the
wind on the thread is sufficient to lift the spiderling from the ground, carrying it up into
the air and away to wherever the wind 'listeth' - maybe into the next field, maybe
overseas, and with no bar on where the spiderling may land. If you take a walk on a
sunny morning in late September you may well see the aftermath of such an airborne
dispersal which leaves mile after mile of the finest 'gossamer' covering the ground and

hedges, the threads aligned with the wind direction of the previous day and glistening
in the sun.
OTHER
1. Common Toad: We are familiar with Toads facing death on the road as the move
towards and then away from their spawning ponds in spring but I was surprised to hear
of two being found squashed on the road running past the east bank of the River Ems
and its subsidiary mill stream in Emsworth at this time of year. Was this pure chance or
were these Toads having to move from their normal homes because of a disease like
the 'red leg' which afflicts Frogs and makes them seek solace in cool water as the
'fever' grips them?
2. Common Lizard: Two more unusual stories concerning this species. The first is from
an Emsworth garden where the residents were sitting in the garden when they noticed
a Lizard dangling from the roof eaves, suspended by a thread which turned out to be
cobweb silk. Luckily this creature was rescued with the aid of a ladder, a flowerpot to
catch the Lizard in, and a pair of scissors to cut the thread - back on the ground the
reptile managed to run for cover, brushing off the remants of cobweb as it did so.
The second story is more gruesome. Steve Keen was on the low sandy cliffs between
Barton on sea and Christchurch when he had .. "awesome views down to about ten
yards of a young male Kestrel doing a really bad job of eating a lizard it had caught.
After the initial shock of the tail coming off the Kestrel spent ten minutes or so trying to
find a way into the Lizard’s body. In the end the Lizard could take it no more and threw
itself off the cliff." Quite possibly that Lizard also survived to tell the tale (but temporarily
without a tail to tell it with).
Going back to the first story one thought that went through my mind was that the lizard
on the roof was possibly a Wall Lizard. Quite a few of these have escaped from
captivity and proved they are able to survive and flourish in southern England (and until
recently there was a specialist shop "Emsworth Aquaria and Reptiles" located near
Emsworth railway station though now based in Cosham at Portsmouth - maybe they
lost some stock when moving?). I have no real reason to suppose the Lizard in
question was other than a Common Lizard but the possibility sent me to check the
differences between the species as set out in a British Wildlife article (Dec 2000
edition) by Andrew Quayle of Sparsholt College. These differences are subtle - the
Wall Lizard has slightly larger head and legs, its tail often has vertical black and white
stripes on its side, and the number of scales per inch on the back is higher than for a
Common Lizard, giving it a smoother look. The main way of distinguishing them is that
Wall Lizards are to be found in places with vertical walls or rock faces on which the
reptiles are found in hot weather, often well above head height, while Common Lizards
are found in rough grassy places and their basking places are normally within a foot of
the ground. To establish a successful colony Wall Lizards need more than rocks or
walls to bask on. By night they need something like a pile of logs or stones to hide in, in
winter they like to get far into rotten logs near the ground, and when it comes to egg
laying the females need loose sandy soil, exposed to lots of sun, in which to lay their
eggs (on Portland they lay eggs in piles of tiny stone chippings). Individual Wall Lizards
can vary greatly in colour and pattern on their bodies, but never show the vivid green of
Sand Lizards (though some Common Lizards do show this colour). Sand Lizards (and
the Green Lizards which are just starting to colonise Britain - some in Bournemouth?)
are both larger in size than the Common and Wall Lizards.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 29 - SEPT 4 (WEEK 35)

Sun 4 Sep
A. (Sun0409) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Cory's Shearwater: The fourth which I have heard of this year was seen from a fishing
boat a couple of miles south of Portland Bill on Aug 31. The three earlier sightings were
at Dungeness, Sandwich Bay and Seaford in April, May and June respectively.
2. Little Egret: A minimum of 116 came to spend the night at Langstone Pond on the
evening of Sep 3. Based on an estimate of 20 birds already in the roost when I arrived
my total was 116 but the starting figure could have been much higher.
3. Spoonbill: Two arrived at Titchfield Haven on Aug 31 and were still there next day until
they were scared off by a low flying Osprey.
4. Barnacle Goose: It seems that the 'Baffins Gang' is not yet extinct. Brian Fellows
visited this Portsmouth pond on Aug 31 and found 6 Barnacles (1 more than on any
previous visit this year) as well as the Bar-Head hybrid along with 42 Canada Geese
and most of the other expected residents including 104 Mallard (despite a number of
deaths from disease among the birds earlier this summer). Maybe some of these
Geese are still commuting between Titchfield Haven and Baffins Pond (as they have
done on several occasions in the past) as on Sep 2 Richard Carpenter was still seeing
one Barnacle with Canadas at Titchfield Haven (though Richard believes that bird has
been at the Haven since Aug 13)
5. Teal: On Aug 30 there had been around 60 in Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW, on Aug
31 there were 48 at Hook/Warsash and 82 in Christchurch Harbour and on Sep 3 the
count at the Vyne watermeadows north of Basingstoke was 75. Another view of the
return of our wildfowl is to be seen in Bob Marchant's list of sightings at Hook in Aug 31
- as well as the 48 Teal there were 24 Gadwall, 14 Shoveler and 2 Wigeon.
6. Pintail: 6 were back in Christchurch Harbour on Aug 31 and 3 in Pagham Harbour on
Sep 1
7. Garganey: Two were in Christchurch Harour on Aug 31
8. Shoveler: As well as the group of 14 at Hook on Aug 31 there were 30 in Christchurch
Harbour on that day.
9. Honey Buzzard: The rate of their departure is speeding up with 8 new sightings in the
Aug 28 to Sep 1 period (inclusive). On Aug 28 one went over Beachy Head and on Aug
29 another went south over Folkestone and 4 (already reported) were over the IoW.
Aug 30 saw one over Pagham Harbour and another over Portland, Aug 31 brought
another report from Portland and one from the Pannel Valley near Rye, and on Sep 1
one was over Luccombe Down on the IoW.
10. Marsh Harrier: On Aug 30 2 flew over Dungeness and on Aug 31 one was over
Portland. Sep 1 brought one over Pagham Harbour and Sep 2 saw one over
Woodingdean between Brighton and Lewes and another in the Rye Harbour area.
11. Hen Harrier: A third definite sighting for this autumn came from Sandwich Bay on Aug
29 and on Aug 31 there was an unidentified ringtail over Portland.
12. Osprey: Nine new reports with three on each of Aug 31, Sep 1 and Sep 2. On Aug 31
two were over Christchurch Harbour and one over the Selsey West Fields may have
been the same bird that was over Sandown on the IoW. On Sep 1 one was scaring
Spoonbills at Titchfield Haven, one over Portland and one near Rye Bay. On Sep 2 two

were seen at Pulborough Brooks, two at Newtown Harbour on the IoW (there since mid
August?), and one was again at Titchfield Haven.
13. Peregrine: Among several reports I see that a juvenile at Pulborough Brooks on Aug
29 was seen to be imitating a Hobby by catching insects in its talons and transferring
them to its bill in flight. Another juvenile that was not going hungry flew low enough
over Colin Law's garden at Woodingdean (just east of Brighton) for him to see it had a
bulging crop.
14. Grey Partridge: Several recent sightings are hopefully of families that have bred
successfully in the wild (but could be new releases). On Aug 28 Owen Mitchell saw a
total of 15 birds in the Climping area (just west of the mouth of the R Arun) and on Aug
30 Bernie Forbes came on a single covey of 11 birds near Pagham Harbour. On Aug
31 Chris Seaton saw 12 on the golf course at Hunston, just south of Chichester, and on
the same day Bernie Forbes found 13 (coveys of 5 and 8) on the Selsey West Fields.
15. Golden Plover: Rye Harbour remains well stocked with these birds - 380 roosted
there on Aug 31 and on Sep 2 the count was 415.
16. Lapwing: A flock of around 450 was at the Vyne watermeadows (north of Basingtoke)
seen by Dave Pearson on Sep 2. I have no idea what attracts them to that site but
there were 300 there (none of them breeding) on July 9, and since the start of July the
only other Hampshire site to attract more than the 54 that were at Titchfield Haven on
Aug 10 was Tegleaze Down (just east of Old Winchester Hill) where Trevor Carpenter
saw 170 on July 6.
17. Little Stint: Six new reports, from Aug 28 on, start with one at the Pagham North Walls
breach pool on Aug 28 followed by one at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 31 and three at
Pulborough Brooks on Sep 1 (when two were in the Church Norton area of Pagham
Harbour and another was at the Ouse Esturary at Newhaven). Sep 2 brought one to
Titchfield Haven.
18. Pectoral Sandpiper: Following the unconfirmed report of two at Titchfield Haven on
Aug 29 there has been another unconfirmed sighting of one there on Sep 2. At
Pulborough Brooks there was a similar unconfirmed report of one on Sep 1 but on Sep
2 Pete Hughes (reserve warden) seemed happy with the id and said the bird was still
there.
19. Curlew Sandpiper: Although one was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool (Pagham Harbour)
from Aug 28 to 31 the usual small flock has not yet arrived there whereas Titchfield
Haven had 4 drop in on Sep 1 and they were still there on Sep 2. Also on Sep 1 six
were in Christchurch Harbour and two were seen near Church Norton in Pagham
Harbour.
20. Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The bird first seen at the RSPB Dungeness reserve on Aug
26 suddenly re-appeared there on Sep 1
21. Black-tailed Godwit: I'm not sure how confident was the identification of one seen at
the mouth of the Sussex Ouse on Sep 2 as a 'juvenile', nor do I know how many of the
birds which bred in Iceland are now back with us, but this could be one of the first
juveniles back (maybe getting lost from its family during the lengthy passage). From
remarks I have seen in recent years I believe the non- or failed-breeders return to the
south coast in early July but so far this year this is the first time I have seen any
mention of juveniles.
22. Bar-tailed Godwit: These have certainly not returned in any numbers yet - the highest
count reported anywhere on the south coast since the start of July has been just 8
birds at Rye Harbour on Aug 28

23. Wood Sandpiper: This seems to be quite a good autumn for sightings with 40 reports
since the start of July but only 5 of these were in Hampshire - one of those was at
Tundry Pond near Fleet on Aug 19 and one at Farlington Marshes on Aug 25 but the
other three have all been at the Vyne watermeadows north of Basingstoke (one there
very early on July 9 and now one seen on both Sep 2 and 3)
24. Black Tern: Anyone who went to Ivy Lake at Chichester on Sep 1 should have had a
great show with 14 Black Terns reported there by Bernie Forbes. There were probably
quite a lot more in our area on that day as the peak count of 75 at Dungeness on Aug
27 worked its way west. Simon Woolfries saw 2 of them in the Thorney Channel (off
the Thorney village sailing club) and Bernie Forbes had at least one somewhere in
Pagham Harbour.
25. Cuckoo: The latest so far (presumably an adult) was in Christchurch Harbour on Aug
30
26. Swift: The latest of these so far were three over Luccombe Down on the IoW on Sep 1
27. Kingfisher: Plenty of these continue to be reported but one particular sighting
deserves a mention here. On Aug 30 Simon Ingram was on a bridge at the Eastleigh
Lakeside Country Park watching Tits and Warblers in nearby trees when "all of a
sudden in a blue flash, there was a male Kingfisher sat on the bridge not 15 feet away!
I stood motionless to savour my good fortune for as long as possible. The bird then did
something that was totally unexpected and flew on to the ground, turned over a few
leaves (Blackbird-style) and ate an insect of some kind. The bird continued to sit on the
ground until I got greedy and tried to lift my bins slowly to my eyes, I was spotted and
the bird was off!"
28. Wryneck: Eight new reports from Aug 31 to Sep 2. Nearest to Havant was one at
Pagham Harbour on Sep 1, with sightings of one at Luccombe Down
(Ventnor/Shanklin area) on Aug 30 and Sep 1. Portland has had at least two present
on both Sep 1 and 2, and in Christchurch Harbour their first of the autumn arrived on
Aug 31. Another new arrival was in the Pannel valley near Rye on Sep 1.
29. Woodlark: Following my comments that a group of 9 seen at Blackbushe airport in
north Hampshire on Aug 28 could have been 'on passage' to coastal winter quarters
another observation of these on the move comes from Weir Wood reservoir near
Crowborough in Sussex were two seen on Sep 1 were only the second record for that
site (the first having been seen there in 1962)
30. Tawny Pipit: Following a brief sighting of one at Dungeness on Aug 23 one was seen
equally briefly on the IoW (Luccombe Down) on Aug 31 (The only other sighting of one
that I have heard of this year was by Andy Johnson in the Sandy Point area of Hayling
on May 10)
31. Rock Pipit: A third sighting of one away from a breeding site was of 2 birds at
Bembridge Harbour on Sep 2
32. Yellow Wagtail: On Aug 31 a total of 52 were in the Hook/Warsash area but so far the
peak count at Titchfield Haven remains a dubious three birds flying over.
33. Robin: I have had the impression that numbers of these in the Havant area have
increased recently and I see that on Aug 27 the ringers at Beachy Head caught 20
Robins (first report of arrivals from the continent?)
34. Greenland Wheatear: The first mention of these being seen on their way south comes
from Dungeness on Aug 31

35. Grasshopper Warbler: Richard Carpenter tells me that the ringers at Titchfield Haven
caught more than 200 of these during the month of August.
36. Melodious Warbler: One has been around Portland Island from Aug 31 to Sep 2.
Other than one at Dungeness on July 29 the only reports of this species which I have
seen have all come from Portland - one was singing there on July 3, two were there on
Aug 2 and 3, and now the latest.
37. Blackcap: Our summer birds are now heading south in strength - 200 were at Beachy
Head on Aug 29 and among several passing through Pulborough Brooks on Sep 2 one
was in full song
38. Raven: On Aug 29 one flew west into Hampshire over Idsworth (north of Rowlands
Castle) and on Aug 30 two were seen over the Firle area near Lewes.
39. Siskin: Two were seen at Portland on Sep 2 where they were said to be the first of the
autumn. (The same remark was made about four seen over the IoW on Aug 20 but
there is no great rush in their arrival - these are the only two reports I have seen since
July)
PLANTS
1. Green Nightshade: I am pretty sure that I found this (a first for the year for me)
growing in a Havant 'pavement crack' (in the Pallant just outside Waitrose store) on
Sept 4. Certainly all the seeds were green with no sign of them turning black and the
sepals persisting on the fruit looked larger than in Black Nightshade but I will have to
check it again on my next shopping trip
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Yellow-winged Darter: The first and so far only report of this late summer
migrant comes from Kris Gillam who saw one at Luccombe Down on the IoW on
Aug 31. I think this species does regularly breed in Britain nowadays but I
suspect this sighting was of a migrant.

o

Brown Hawker: Yet another report of this species comes from Thursley
Common in Surrey where it was seen by Tony Wilson on Aug 29

o

Gold Ringed Dragonfly: This was also seen at Thursley by Tony Wilson who
saw it again at the Black Hole pond near Burton Mill west of Pulborough on the
same day

o

Black Darter: Tony Wilson saw 40 of these at Thursley on Aug 29, along with a
single Keeled Skimmer and Emerald Damselfly (Lestes sponsa).

o

Banded Demoiselle: At his Edburton home, at the north foot of the Sussex
Downs, a fast running stream goes through a nearby garden and this has a
good population of Beautiful Demoiselles so Tony Wilson was is familiar with
them but he was surprised and pleased to find a male Banded Demoiselle
(normally seen by slower, muddy bottomed water) on Aug 28

2. Butterflies:
o

Silver Spotted Skipper: Adrian Hoskins had a very good count of 100 at Old
Winchester Hill on Aug 28 and I wonder if friendly rivalry was the spur which
enabled Mike Duffy to find 110 there on Aug 30.

o

Holly Blue: The season for these should now be coming to an end but on Aug
31 Brian Fellows was still seeing one or more around the ivy in his Emsworth
garden.

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Old Winchester Hill remains a hot spot for these insects after Mark Litjens count of 37 there on Aug 28 Mike Duffy has now reported
more than 24 there on Aug 30

3. Moths:
o

Oncocera semirubella (B&F 1441): I had not heard of this species until it
appeared in Barry Yates report on Wildlife at Rye Harbour during August. I see
that it is a rarity in Hampshire and that the few records for this county are mainly
in July

o

Nephopterix angustella (B&F 1465): Mike Wall lists this species as
'occasional' in Hampshire (less than 200 records ever) so George Spraggs was
pleased to trap one on Aug 17 (and again the following night) and to hear that it
was the first ever recorded on Hayling Island

o

Mullein Wave (B&F 1689): I have seen one Hampshire record of this moth (on
May 25 this year - a very early date for the species). One taken by Tony Wilson
on Sept 1 at the foot of the Sussex Downs was at a much more usual date but
was nevertheless the first I have heard of since Tony caught one there on June
26

o

Galium Carpet: Another good record from Tony Wilson at Edburton on Aug 31
of a moth that is very scarce in Hampshire (though one was taken in Cosham
(Portsmouth) on June 26 this year)

o

Lesser Treble-Bar (B&F 1868): Another good find for Tony Wilson at Edburton
on Aug 31. This is not a rarity in Hampshire but from the fact that I have only one
previous record for it this year (in Botley Woods on May 22) I guess it is not
common.

o

Dusky Thorn (B&F 1914): Although I have seen three records of this during
August I understand it is most commonly found in September and Tony Wilson
has found one on Sept 1

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Another six records of this fascinating insect in the
past three days ...

o

Nutmeg (B&F 2145): The second generation which occurs in the south of
England seems to have started to appear but I only have a mention of it
'sometime in August' from Barry Yates’ monthly summary for Rye Harbour

4. Other Insects:
o

Roesel's Bush Cricket: The spread of this insect continues with a 'first for the
Rye Harbour reserve' sometime in August

o

Raft Spider (Dolomedes fimbriatus): This species has not received a mention
from me so far but has I am sure been on show at a number of New Forest
wetlands. Tony Wilson notes it among his sightings at Thursley Common in
Surrey on Aug 29 (which is I think a fairly late date for it).

OTHER

1. Common Seal: The count of six seen from Thorney Island on Aug 26 went up to a
more expected 10 Seals on Aug 29, seen by John Chapman.
2. Noctule Bat: One was again hunting over the Langstone Pond area on the evening of
Sep 3 as the last of the Egrets settled into their night roost.
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A. (Wed3108) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2808
BIRDS
1. Sooty Shearwater: Two seen off Dungeness on Aug 28 were the fourth sighting there
this summer and the seventh report I have heard of them since the first was seen at
Portland on July 23
2. Balearic Shearwater: Singles seen off Dungeness and Portland on Aug 29 brought
the total of reported sightings that I have heard of this year up to 74 (with a total of 161
birds). The first sighting was on June 15 but they did not become common until July.
The equivalent figures for Manx Shearwater are 173 reports covering 5922 birds these have been seen in every month except February, becoming common from the
start of April.
3. Storm Petrel: Singles were reported from Portland and Christchurch on Aug 24 and
again at Portland on Aug 30. So far this year I have seen 18 reports of these starting on
May 15
4. Little Egret: A count of 45 seen in Pagham Harbour on Aug 28 by Richard Ives
probably means that the night roost north of the harbour is once again in active use,
Locally on Aug 30 I noticed one perched in trees above the Lymbourne Stream where
it runs alongside the Billy Trail here in Havant - presumably one has returned to claim
the fishing rights to that stream after the summer break.
5. White Stork: An entry on the SOS website tells us that one has been resident in the
Pevensey Levels (Down Level area) for six weeks since about July 17.
6. Mute Swan: The saga of family break-up and re-uniting continues. On Aug 29 (when
the Emsworth families were supposedly all re-united) the lone cygnet was seen on
Langstone Pond keeping well out of the way of the resident pair and their four cygnets
which were all there and are reported to have been seen attacking the orphan.
7. Snow Goose: The 'usual' five adults were at the Fox Lane/Moorgreen lakes on the
Hants/Berks border on Aug 28 (John Clark saw 6 there on July 8 but I think the normal
complement is five birds).
8. Egyptian Goose: Also on Aug 28 John Clark counted 30 of these on the Fox Lane
lakes near Eversley
9. Teal: These started to return to the IoW on Aug 17 when 20 were seen at Yarmouth.
By Aug 25 there were 30 there and on Aug 30 the count was estimated as 60 birds.
10. Shoveler: The first two which I have seen for some time were on the Budds Farm
Pools at Havant on Aug 28

11. Goosander??: On Aug 30 Bob Marchant saw 5 'sawbills' fly east past Hook near the
mouth of the Hamble River. He guessed they were Mergansers but of the seven
reports of 'Mergansers' I have seen since May 1 none were of more than 2 birds
whereas Goosanders have almost certainly bred again in the lower Avon valley on the
Hants/Dorset border - the group of five sounds to me like a family party but the only
evidence for local breeding (other than it has been proved on the Avon in several years
since 1998) is that John Clark saw a male with three females at Ibsley Water at the
beginning of May and at least one redhead was seen flying in the Christchurch
Harbour area on July 28.
12. Honey Buzzard: A party of four were seen over Luccombe Down in the
Ventnor/Shanklin area of the IoW on Aug 29 and a single bird was over Portland on
Aug 30. These two reports bring the total of sightings of birds presumably heading
south during Aug to 7
13. Marsh Harrier: Also presumably on its way south was a Marsh Harrier seen over
Portland on Aug 28
14. Osprey: Although no one has included the Langstone Harbour bird in their reported
sightings since Aug 23 I read that when Simon Woolley was at Farlington Marshes on
Aug 28 he got the impression that it was still in the harbour (but this could have been
because no one had rubbed it off the 'recent sightings' board). Over in Chichester
Harbour one was seen in the Bosham Channel on Aug 29 and one was over the
Emsworth Channel - west of Thorney Island - on Aug 28 when another was over
Pagham Harbour. Latest news is of one still at Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Aug 30
15. Merlin: One has been a daily sight at Portland from Aug 25 to 30 and there have been
sightings on the IoW near St Catherine's Point on Aug 27 and 29 (one reported as a
possible male, the other a definite female).
16. Spotted Crake: The Farlington bird has not been reported since Aug 23 but the
Dungeness RSPB reserve bird has been in residence from Aug 20 to 28 at least.
17. Pectoral Sandpiper: I think it unlikely that the two birds seen on the north scrape at
Titchfield Haven on Aug 29 and thought to be Pectoral Sandpipers were actually that
species but the jury is still out. So far I have only one definite report of one seen on Aug
18 at Scotney Court on the Sussex/Kent border.
18. Ruff: Singles were at the mouth of the Beaulieu River on Aug 28 and in Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 29
19. Black-tailed Godwit: There were still 40 or more off Langstone on Aug 29 and on Aug
30 an estimated 50 were in Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW with another estimated 70 in
Newtown Harbour on the same day.
20. Spotted Redshank: Recent sightings have been of four at the mouth of the Beaulieu
River on Aug 28 with one at the Dungeness RSPB reserve that day and one in
Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW next day.
21. Green Sandpiper: Local news is that one was at Farlington Marshes in the stream
near the reserve building on Aug 28
22. Common Sandpiper: Also local news of a species now being seen widely was a
sighting of 3 disturbed from the old Corn Wharf dock on the Brockhampton stream here
in Havant on Aug 28
23. Pomarine Skua: Latest sighting was of one passing Dungeness on Aug 28 (fifth
sighting in the English Channel since the start of July)

24. Arctic Skua: Numbers passing Dungeness, where 20 were seen on Aug 28 and there
had been 30 on Aug 24, shot up to 65 heading west on Aug 29
25. Lesser Blackback Gull: Back on Aug 12 birders in Kent noticed an increase in
numbers arriving from Scandinavia and on Aug 28 John Clark found more than 1000
on Blackbushe airfield near the A30 in north Hampshire. Towards dusk most of these
flew off to roost in the Thames valley but when John went on to the Eversley gravel pits
on the Hants/Berks border he still found over 700 intending to spend the night there.
26. Black Tern: In my previous update I gave a peak count of 70 at Dungeness on Aug 26
which I now see went up to 75 on Aug 27 but then dropped off to 44 on Aug 28
27. Cuckoo: A fairly late bird - presumably an adult - was seen near the Reserve building
at Farlington Marshes by Martin Honey on Aug 28
28. Tawny Owl: With the evenings beginning to close in and the owls starting to think of
establishing winter territories there has been an increase in reports of these owls being
heard at dusk but I also have two reports of what may be unusual behaviour.
The first is from Adrian Martin who has been told of a Tawny Owl repeatedly appearing
during the day in one garden - Adrian asks if this is likely to be a hungry juvenile which
has not yet honed it's hunting skills sufficiently to satisfy it's hunger during the night or
if there could be another reason.
The other report, from Lawrence Holloway in the Aldwick area of Bognor, tells of
finding a number of Tawny Owl feathers adhering to a clothes line in his garden
(around which he hears an owl on most evenings) as if the owl had flown into it during
the night - owls may have excellent hearing and eyes adapted to hunting in the dark
but they do not have the sonar which would have helped a bat avoid this obstacle.
This reminds me that in April this year I reported what could have been a fatal 'accident
at work' for a Tawny Owl in Martin Harvey's garden near Harewood Forest (Andover
area) - that owl, either intending to bathe in the garden pond or possibly hoping to
catch a Frog which it could hear splashing in the water, was found the next morning
sitting shivering in the pond, inextricably tied up with thread that had been stretched
around the edge of the pond as a Heron deterrent.
29. Nightjar: Although these are rarely heard churring after mid-August I think they and
their young are still with us into early September, and this, combined with the earlier
arrival of dusk, gave Richard Ford an unexpected garden tick of one over his east
Hampshire garden on the evening of Aug 28 and at the same time gave new evidence
that Nightjars are by no means restricted to heathland when it comes to hunting moths.
They may nest in heathland but will fly several miles to good moth hunting areas, one
of which is around street and house lights in towns.
30. Swifts: Any Swifts that nested in Hampshire have probably flown south some time ago
but those nesting further north, especially in Scotland, depart some time later and the
last week has brought a good number of sightings. On Aug 28 they were noted at
Eastleigh (5), Horsham, Luccombe Down on the IoW (5), Christchurch Harbour and
Portland (9). On Aug 29 there were 5 at Gilkicker near Gosport and on Aug 30 another
5 at Portland.
31. Wryneck: One arrived at Farlington Marshes on Aug 28 and was still there on Aug 29,
giving good views to many birders. Another was at Luccombe Down on the IoW on the
same two days.
32. Woodlark: John Clark found 9 of these at Blackbushe airport in north Hampshire on
Aug 28 - he does not say if they were together in a flock but it could well be that at this

time of year they were a group heading south to spend the winter along the Hampshire
coast in market gardens or young forestry plantations
33. House Martin: An interesting report on the SOS website comes from Robert Slater at
Westham (next village west of Pevensey near Eastbourne) who says ... "This morning
(Aug 29) about 9.40 on the Eastbourne road at Westham a large flock of several
hundred House Martins arrived. Most activity seemed to be around one tree (I guess
some insect hatch had occured) for half an hour they were everywhere, under eaves
flying on roofs and even some precariously trying to perch on tree and eat which was
quite unusual to see! Majority of birds were juveniles. Left after half an hour".
34. Tree Pipit: More of these are now heading south. On Aug 28 twelve were seen by
Steve Keen on the west Hampshire coast at Barton on sea and on the same day there
were fourteen at Portland - other reports on Aug 28 came from Pagham Harbour,
Gilkicker near Gosport, Christchurch Harbour and Dungeness. On Aug 29 there were
10 at Christchurch Harbour and on Aug 30 the count at Portland was 12. Meadow
Pipits are also moving south with more than 40 at Luccombe Down on the IoW on Aug
28
35. Rock Pipit: Back on Aug 11 I thought that a report of one at the Pagham Harbour
entrance marked the start of their dispersal along the south coast but the only report I
have seen since then is of one at Barton on sea on Aug 28.
36. Yellow Wagtail: Also at Barton on sea on Aug 28 Steve Keen at last saw a decent
flock of Yellow Wagtails in Hampshire. Up till then the highest autumn count for
Hampshire had been 17 birds seen by Bob Marchant near Warsash on Aug 18. Steve's
count on Aug 28 was 124 birds to which another 6 were added by Graham Stephenson
(I make that a total of 130 but for some reason Steve says the overall total was 129).
Maybe we should not yet abandon hope of seeing some decent sized flocks passing
through Hampshre as I see that last year the highest count in Hampshire prior to Aug
31 was only 36 birds, going up to 58 at Warsash on Aug 31 and peaking with a reedbed
roost of over 200 at Titchfield Haven on Sep 5 (and over 120 there on Sep 14)
37. Grasshopper Warbler: One was at Farlington Marshes and another at Gilkicker on
the Solent shore at Gosport, both on Aug 28, and another was at Portland on Aug 30
38. Chiff Chaff: Autumn song started here in Havant on Aug 29.
39. Goldcrest: The first autumn arrival was noted at Dungeness on Aug 29
40. Spotted Flycatcher: Aug 28 seems to have brought a surge in the numbers of these
seen on the coast. At Luccombe Down on the IoW more than 35 were seen and 'many'
were at Pulborough Brooks
41. Raven: On Aug 21 Lawrence Holloway saw and heard a pair high over Kingley Vale
(north of Chichester)
42. Ortolan Bunting: On Aug 30 two of these were seen at different places on Portland
Bill. The only other reports of this species that I have seen this year were of singles at
Dungeness in March and at Christchurch Harbour at the end of April.
43. Mealy Parrot: If you have lost one Lawrence Holloway has been reporting one around
his Aldwick garden at Bognor throughout August...
PLANTS
1. Bladder Senna (Colutea arborescens): A large bush/small tree of this grows by the
path along the east side of The Kench on Hayling Island and I was delighted to see it

covered with bright yellow flowers on Aug 29 (I thought it flowered earlier and that I had
missed it this year).
2. Fragrant Agrimony: Having been introduced to this plant by Nigel Johnson at North
Common on Hayling recently I was able to spot another clump of it beside the Hayling
Coastal Path on Aug 29
3. Pepper Saxifrage: This also was newly in flower beside the Hayling Coastal Path on
Aug 29
4. Cock’s Eggs (Salpichroa organifolia): I have seen this plant flowering on Sinah
Common, Hayling for a good few years but only discovered its name last year. I
suspect it to be a long term garden escape now established on Sinah Common (as it
apparently is at Lowestoft on the Suffolk coast and at Abbotsbury in Dorset). If you
want to see it go south down the west side of Staunton Avenue, cross the Ferry Road
and look around you as soon as you are on Sinah Common (near the fence of the
garden to your left). Some of the plants are climbing in the shrubs on that fence, others
are spread out over the grass, rearing individual heads 30 to 50cm in the air and
distinguished by many small white bell like flowers hanging among the green leaves. I
found it in full flower on Aug 29
5. Pale Toadflax: Another first flowering for me on Aug 29 at its only Hayling site on
Sinah Common
6. Flowering Rush: I have already reported this as flowering at Titchfield Haven and in
the Rye Bay area and now I hear from Lawrence Holloway that it can be seen at the
Arundel Wildfowl and Wetlands centre if you take one of their boat trips through the
newly extended waters at the reserve (the flowers are probably over now - my reports
are dated from July 8 to Aug 10)
7. Autumn Ladies Tresses: On Aug 29 I was cycling along the Ferry Road past The
Kench on Hayling when I noticed a single white spike of this orchid growing by the
roadside - nothing very unusual about finding this plant anywhere on Hayling Island but
I have never seen one in this area before. Then later I had a phone call from Rosemary
Webb, our local wild orchid specialist, and learnt that she too had just found the
species in a 'new to her' site in grass right on the edge of the bare shingle of the
Hayling beach a little east of the 'engine sheds' of the beach railway - although the
cluster of plants was small she counted 129 spikes in it. Rosemary told me that the
orchids seemed to be having an exceptionally good year with hundreds to be found on
the lawns of many gardens where they somehow survive from year to year despite
ruthless mowing when people come home from their holidays and find their lawns 'in a
dreadful state, full of weeds'.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Brown Hawker: Since commenting on the few reports of this supposedly
common species I have seen a couple more reports from Lawrence Holloway on Aug 8 he saw one or more at the Arundel Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust reserve
and on Aug 17 he noted the species again at Coates Common to the west of
Pulborough.

o

Emperor dragonfly: A very late specimen was seen by Maurice Pugh at
Cadnam in the New Forest on Aug 29 - normally they end their season in
mid-August and they were not late in starting this year (first report on May 27)

2. Butterflies:

o

Silver Spotted Skipper: A count of 100 made by Adrian Hoskins at Old
Winchester Hill on Aug 28 probably marked the peak of their season this year.
At the same site Alan Thornbury had seen at least 50 on Aug 27 and Richard
Symonds had 60 there on Aug 29

o

Small Blue: Aug 28 brought sightings of singles at two sites where the species
has a tenuous foothold but somehow survives from year to year - these are
Noar Hill and Old Winchester Hill and both were the first I have heard of at their
respective sites this year.

o

Common Blue: These are now having a second surge of their summer brood
with a count of 100 at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 29. The highest count for the
first brood was of at least 40 at Old Winchester Hill on June 7, then on Aug 17
Cliff Oakley estimated there were 300 there (with other counts of more than 100
at Magdalen Hill Down at Winchester on Aug 18 and a similar number at Martin
Down on Aug 20).

o

Adonis Blue: Adrian Hoskins found 90 at Martin Down on Aug 27

o

Painted Lady: I have the impression that there have been few of these this year
when compared to Clouded Yellows but the overall figures in my database
show 60 reports of some 75 Painted Ladies and 61 of 83 Clouded Yellows. The
latest report is of one Painted Lady at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 28

o

Small Tortoiseshell: We should take some small encouragement from a tiny
surge of these with four reports on Aug 28, one of them being a sighting by Mark
Litjens of 37 at Old Winchester Hill (the previous peak count had been of 19 in
Gosport on Apr 11).

o

Small Heath: On Aug 29 Adrian Hoskins had a good count of 48 at Stockbridge
Down - this is the highest count for the summer brood but back in mid June
there was a count of 200 from Wiltshire (Bulford Ranges) and 150 at Burkham
Home Farm near Alton

3. Moths: Just three new moths for the yearlist - all found by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in
the New Forest
o

Dark Spinach (B&F 1749): Found by Maurice on Aug 28 this is not just a first
for this year but a species new to my database (no previous reports in recent
years)

o

Six-striped Rustic (B&F 2133): First for the year on Aug 26

o

Cloaked Minor (B&F 2341): First for the year on Aug 26

o

The Vestal (B&F 1716): Not a first for the year but the first since May 27 - taken
at Portland on Aug 27

o

Garden Carpet (B&F 1728): Taken by Maurice Pugh on Aug 26 - first since
June 19

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth (B&F 1872): Recorded on three consecutive nights
(Aug 27, 28, 29) at Portland to give an overall total of 8 reports for the year so
far.

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: And still they come - I now have 89 reports of 103
insects for this year including the first for my garden here in Havant on Aug 29

o

The Delicate (B&F 2195): 21 of these arrived at Portland Bill on Aug 27
followed by 16 on Aug 28 and 8 on Aug 29

o

Caterpillars: On Aug 26 Adrian Hoskins found a White Ermine larva at Noar
Hill and on Aug 27 a Fox Moth larva (Woolly Bear) at Martin Down. Also on Aug
27 a 7cm long Eyed Hawkmoth caterpillar got its photo on the Rye Bay
website. Back to Adrian Hoskins at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 29 when he
found a Small Elephant caterpillar (the one with the triangular 'Tricerotops'
plate instead of the conventional hook at its rear end). Another hawkmoth
caterpillar found on Aug 26 at Upton Grey (south east of Basingstoke) by Mark
Trasenster was insufficiently developed to have grown its horn and could not be
confidently identified (either Eyed or Poplar Hawk).

4. Other insects:
o

Hoverflies: Lawrence Holloway has recently had his sight restored by surgery
and has resumed his nature diary website which has in the past introduced me
to several species of Hoverfly through his observations and photos. You can
visit it at http://uk.geocities.com/lawrence.holloway@btinternet.com/Diary.html
and can read of recent encounters with Myathropa florea, Xanthogramma
pedissequum, Helophilus trivittatus, Helophilus pendulus, Eristalis
pertinax and Eristalis arbustorum as well as the more commonly known
Volucella pellucens, Volucella zonaria and Scaeva pyrastri

o

Bee-killer or Bee-Wolf (Philanthus triangulum): On July 15 I read of a 'Sand
Digger' wasp being seen on the Isle of Wight and guessed it was this species of
Digger Wasp and now I have a definite report of the species being seen at
Coates Common (west of Pulborough) by Lawrence Holloway on Aug 17.
Maybe, like Common Wasps, they are having an off season as Lawrence had
difficulty in finding just one insect and so far I have only these two reports for the
year.

OTHER
1. Fox: This week I disturbed one out in bright sunlight on the Langstone South Moors but
when I walked past it merely retreated to a distance of perhaps 50 metres and then sat
and watched me - no doubt it felt well protected by being on a Nature Reserve, and the
same is probably true of those which are breeding this year out on the RSPB Islands in
Langstone Harbour where they not only feel safe from hunters but are grateful for the
protection of birds on the reserve which they no doubt see as a well intentioned
gesture to guarantee their food supply.
2. Weasel: The latest issue of the Langstone village magazine had a report of a Weasel
hunting by day in the village High Street and this week I heard that it or another had
been seen near Wade Court.
3. Dolphin: A pod of four Dolphins (species not stated) were off Selsey Bill on Aug 28,
the first Dolphins of any species to be reported in the English Channel since May 7
4. Common Seal: Six were seen on the mud off Thorney Island on Aug 28 and three
were hauled out in Langstone Harbour on Aug 28, seen from Farlington Marshes.
5. Red Squirrel: I have never heard confirmed reports of these on the Hampshire
mainland in the past fifty years, although they are plentiful on the Isle of Wight and at
Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour (no Grey Squirrels on either island!). From time to
time, however, I hear reports of Red Squirrels on the mainland and a couple of weeks
ago I heard of one being clearly seen by three people in a south Hayling garden and
was assured that the animal was smaller than a Grey Squirrel and distinctly red in

colour. It would be of great interest if Red Squirrels were fighting back and had
achieved a clawhold on the mainland but sadly the description given can fit a juvenile
Grey Squirrel. I have asked several people to keep their eyes open and eagerly await a
photo showing the true colour and bushy, tufted ears of a true Red Squirrel.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2808
Tue 30 Aug
A. Around Langstone
Before setting out to walk to Langstone this morning I heard regular Chiff Chaff song
near my garden and at Langstone I heard another in strong song. Robins and the
occasional Wren were also singing, as were Collared Dove, Wood Pigeon and
Stock Dove.
With the tide high there was little to see on the harbour but a good number of Egrets
were in the trees by Langstone Pond and north of Wade Court I saw one in the trees
above the Lymbourne Stream - presumably at least one is now back fishing in the
stream alongside the Billy Line.
Back at home I heard that there had been a phone call to tell me of a Weasel having
been seen in the Wade Court area (reminding me that in the last issue of the
Langstone Village magazine there was a report of one being seen crossing the High
Street earlier this summer).
Mon 29 Aug
A. Around Hayling Island
I was not alone in heading for the Hayling shore on this hot and sunny Bank Holiday,
but on my bike and unworried by traffic jams and parking problems.
A female Kestrel was about the only bird interest at the Oysterbeds where family
parties were out fishing and teenagers were riding noisy motorbikes along the normally
peaceful pathways, but nearing the pillbox guarding the path the West Lane I found my
first Pepper Saxifrage in flower, and further south I found more Fragrant Agrimony
growing under the wooden rails dividing horses from humans.
Heading along Ferry Road past the Kench I spotted bright yellow near the path running
up the east side of the Kench, and diverted up that path to see the Bladder Senna
bush in flower (going on to the main harbour shore I saw few birds but did see many
people had used their boats to have a pleasant party out on the sandbanks by the main
channel).
A little further west, just beyond the little used gate into the golf course opposite the
Kench, I was surprised to see a lone spike of Autumn Ladies Tresses in the roadside
grass and a little further on both Sheep’s Bit and Ladies Bedstraw were flowering
well.
South of the golf course the male Stonechat was looking handsome (presumably
having finished its moult) and one juvenile was out with it, also showing pronounced
signs of acquiring male plumage. A dozen Swallows were nearby on the golf course
fence. The Viper’s Bugloss was putting on a great show though there was little else to
note - fresh flowers were appearing on some of the Tamarisks and I saw a few fresh
Thrift flowers and just one Yellow Horned Poppy with flowers. The best find was of
Pale Toadflax still showing at its only site (across the pulbic path outside the south

east corner of the mini-golf course), and as I left the common to head up Staunton
Avenue I passed through a good show of the ‘Cocks Eggs’ plants in flower.
Passing Langstone Mill Pond I found all four resident cygnets together at one end of
the pond, their parents together at the seawall ‘feeding station’ and the mystery lone
cygnet now on the pond at the far end. Out on the mud there were at least 50
Black-tailed Godwit with smaller numbers of Redshank and summer plumaged Grey
Plover plus the odd Curlew but little else other than a couple of dozen Swallows
circling the pond and resting on one of the dead Alders.
Later in the afternoon, back a home, I watched a Hummingbird Hawkmoth working
around a Buddleia bush - hovering with great precision in order to insert its proboscis
into the tiny flowers.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 22 - 28 (WEEK 34)
Sun 28 Aug
A. Langstone South Moors and Budds Farm
This morning I walked from Havant down the Langbrook Stream to the shore then
along to the Brockhampton Stream via Budds Farm and back into Havant via Solent
Road.
By the Langbrook Stream Goats Rue was still flowering and coming out onto the
South Moors I disturbed a Fox cub out in the open - it retreated to a safe distance but
remained out in the open watching me.
The tide was fairly well down and lots of birds were feeding on the shore with
Oystercatcher by far the most numerous though round on the Budds Farm shore
there were at least 80 Redshank and 40 Turnstone. Just half a dozen Great Crested
Grebes were out in the harbour and a similar number of Cormorants were round the
Budds Farm outfall pipe - one was in the Budds Farm Pools area.
On the pools I saw my first two Shoveler and five Teal but the Shelduck were not in
view and I could only see the two adult Swans (no cygnets, though they could have
been hidden). While I was on the South Moors shore two Swans flew over going east,
and yesterday morning two went over my garden, showing that their moult period is
well over.
Coming up the Brockhampton Stream I disturbed three Common Sandpipers from
the old Corn Wharf area, and coming back into town I found lots of Black Mustard
flowering and in seed along the north side of Solent Road as I passed the Tesco
carpark.
B. (Sun2808) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2408
BIRDS
1. Storm Petrel: A couple of recent sightings come from Portland Bill and Christchurch
Harbour, both on Aug 24 (when a weather front brought lots of rain to southern
England and the Channel)

2. Shag: Another wave of these brought some 32 flying east off Selsey Bill on Aug 24 one off Ryde in the Solent on Aug 23 could have been a forerunner of this wave.
3. Bittern: A report of one in the Kent Stour Valley on Aug 20 may be an indication of
these birds moving away from their breeding areas but as the only other report of one
in the Stour Valley which I have seen this year was dated Apr 1 (assuming that was not
a leg pull) it could be that Bitterns are now breeding in Kent and the absence of reports
is due to an attempt to protect them
4. Little Egret: A count of 51 leaving the Rye Harbour roost on the morning of Aug 23
was the highest count there to date this year.
5. Mute Swan: In my notes last Wednesday I reported that one of the Langstone Pond
cygnets had separated from the rest of the family and was wandering by itself on the
shore just off the pond, and I tied this in with news from Emsworth of missing cygnets
from two of the families there. Since then Brian Fellows has told me that all the missing
cygnets have returned to Emsworth, and a phone call about the lonely cygnet at
Langstone told me that it was not one of the local family but a stranger. As well as
these unexplained wanderings I have noticed that adult Swans are on the move - two
unexpectedly flew over my garden on Friday and two more were flying along the
Langstone shore on Saturday. The only conclusion I can reach is that Swans of all
ages are getting restless.
6. Greylag Geese: These too seem to be on the move. On 21 Aug 235 of them appeared
at Pulborough Brooks (where the biggest flock I have heard of this year was just 20 in
late July) and in the Kent Stour Valley, where flocks of 200 to 300 are normal, there
were more than 560 on Aug 20
7. Wigeon: No big arrivals yet but Aug 22 brought 14 to Christchurch Harbour where the
first two of the autumn had only arrived on Aug 16, and Aug 23 brought the first 3 back
to Pulborough Brooks
8. Teal: By Aug 20 the number in the Kent Stour Valley was up to 186, and on Aug 25
Owen Mitchell found 80 back at the Chichester pits while I found at least five on Budds
Farm pools on Aug 28
9. Garganey: The two which had arrived at Farlington Marshes on Aug 21 were still there
on Aug 25
10. Shoveler: 14 were back at the Drayton pits east of Chichester on Aug 25 and I found
two at Budds Farm pools on Aug 28
11. Eider: Although a flock of up to 35 has been in the west Solent through the summer I
had not noticed that none had been seen off Titchfield Haven since May 27 until an
immature drake turned up there on Aug 25 and 26
12. Marsh Harrier: Two juveniles were over the Selsey West Fields on Aug 25
13. Hen Harrier: One was seen at Dungeness on Aug 19 (sounds very early but a male
had already been seen in the Kent Stour Valley on Aug 9)
14. Montagu's Harrier: What may well have been another Hen Harrier (a ringtail) was
seen near the Hampshire/Wiltshire border by Colin Allen on Aug 23 but it was too
distant to be positive and it could have been a Montagu's
15. Sparrowhawk: A female over Thorney Island on Aug 26 was seen by Martin Hampton
to show aggression towards a couple of Kestrels and he asks if others have seen
similar aggression between Sparrowhawks and Kestrels.

16. Osprey: More of these are now heading south. New reports are that on Aug 21 one
was over Pulborough Brooks, on Aug 23 one was over Selsey Bill, on Aug 24 one was
at the mouth of Southampton Water near Lepe and on Aug 25 what may have been
that same bird was at Newtown Harbour on the IoW (two were reported at Newtown
that day). No further reports of the Langstone Harbour bird since Aug 23 but it could
still be present.
17. Merlin: Although the first back on the south coast was seen at Lymington on July 30,
and there were further sightings on Aug 6 (Whale Chine - IoW), Aug 14 (Dungeness),
and Aug 15 (Christchurch Harbour), there have been new sightings around Portland
Bill on Aug 25, 26 and 27 and one was also seen on Aug 27 dashing along the IoW
shore near St Catherine's Point.
18. Hobby: John Simons saw one being chased by a Kestrel in the Stansted Forest area
on Aug 24
19. Spotted Crake: In addition to the one at Farlington Marshes from Aug 21 to 23 (at
least) another was at Dungeness from Aug 20 to 23 (at least)
20. Avocet: Richard Carpenter says that the pair which bred successfully at Titchfield
Haven and were still there with all four young on Aug 3 have now left.
21. Golden Plover: Latest news is that 24 were seen on Thorney Island by Martin
Hampton on Aug 26, and Richard Carpenter tells me that one was by the lower
Hamble river at Bunny Meadows sometime in the week beginning Aug 15 (I guess this
is the one which turned up at Newtown Harbour across the Solent on Aug 19). On Aug
27 the Rye Harbour flock numbered 163 (and back on Aug 18 there were 220 at
Sandwich Bay)
22. Grey Plover: Although these are now a common sight and sound around our harbours
in small numbers Martin Hampton was pleased to find more than 70 when going round
Thorney Island on Aug 26.
23. Lapwing: On Aug 20 a flock of 1212 were in the Kent Stour Valley and by Aug 26 more
than 1500 were at Rye Harbour - here in Hampshire the highest August count has
been of 54 at Titchfield Haven on Aug 10
24. Knot: 50 were back in Pagham Harbour off Church Norton on Aug 25 (with 23 in
Newtown Harbour on the IoW on that same day). Aug 26 brought at least 7 to
Chichester Harbour (seen from Thorney), two to the Titchfield Haven shore and 41 to
Christchurch Harbour.
25. Pectoral Sandpiper: One was briefly at Scotney Court on the Kent/Sussex border
near Rye Harbour on Aug 18
26. Curlew Sandpiper: Plenty of these have been around for some time but a group of 7
juveniles at the Farlington Marshes lake on Aug 25 was a good crowd (though not quite
beating the 22 that were at Rye Harbour on July 27, the 20 at Christchurch Harbour on
Aug 22 or the 11 in the Pannel Valley near Rye on Aug 23)
27. Buff-breasted Sandpiper: One was at the Dungeness RSPB reserve (Dengemarsh)
on Aug 25 and 26
28. Spotted Redshank: One was at the Long Pool of Pagham Harbour on Aug 25
29. Green Sandpiper: The pits east of Chichester continue to attract these birds - where
there had been 21 in the middle of August there were still 14 on Aug 25

30. Wood Sandpiper: One at Farlington Marshes on Aug 25 was the first there this
autumn. Another local bird was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool at Pagham Harbour on
Aug 27
31. Wilson's Phalarope: The bird which turned up at Farlington Marshes Lake to be found
by Hugh Venables on Aug 21 was last seen there on the evening of Aug 25.
32. Grey Phalarope: The first of the autumn anywhere on the south coast arrived at
Pennington Marshes (Lymington) to be found by Russell Wynn early on the morning of
Aug 25 and was still there on Aug 26.
33. Pomarine Skua: The fourth autumn sighting was of 2 off Portland Bill on Aug 24 where
two had been seen on July 3. (the other two sightings were both of singles at
Dungeness on Aug 7 and 15)
34. Arctic Skua: Plenty of these about but a count of 30 at Dungeness on Aug 24 was
impressive
35. Med Gull: News of breeding success on the Langstone Harbour RSPB islands from
the warden, Chris Cockburn, is of 110 pairs fledging 165 juveniles this year.
36. Sabine's Gull: On Aug 24 someone reported a juvenile passing Selsey Bill but with
many Little Gulls in the Channel there may have been an over enthusiastic
identification. If true this was the first I have heard of this year.
37. Ring-billed Gull: On Aug 27 Ian Calderwood, watching from Gilkicker Point, saw a
second winter bird fly into Portsmouth Harbour where an adult was a regular at the
Gosport Cockle Pond up to Mar 26
38. Yellow-legged Gull: A count on Aug 27 of more than 80 on Eling Great Marsh at the
head of Southampton Water was the highest so far this year
39. Kittiwake: A few more of these have been heading west down the Channel. On Aug
24 Owen Mitchell saw more than 12 passing Selsey Bill and on that day 15 were seen
passing Christchurch Harbour.
40. Sandwich Tern: Breeding success on the Langstone Harbour RSPB Islands was of
67 fledged young from 271 pairs of adults
41. Common Tern: 145 pairs nesting on the Langstone Harbour Islands raised 30 fledged
young
42. Little Tern: Despite the disaster at the Hayling Oysterbeds those birds which nested
on the RSPB Islands in Langstone Harbour fledged 13 juveniles (exactly the same
number of young that fledged at Rye Harbour)
43. Black Tern: Up to 6 have been seen locally on Ivy Lake at Chichester (on Aug 25) but
the really impressive counts come from Dungeness where 39 were seen on Aug 22,
then 63 on Aug 23, 48 on Aug 25 and a peak of 70 on Aug 26
44. Cuckoo: One, presumably an adult, was seen at Luccombe Down on the IoW on Aug
21
45. Swift: The latest I have heard of was a single seen over the A3 at Petersfield on Aug
26
46. Wryneck: Following the first autumn report of one at Portland on Aug 19 there has
been a sighting at Luccombe Down on the IoW and another at Beachy Head, both on
Aug 27

47. House Martin: Further support for the belief that they roost clinging to the trunks of
trees when on migration comes from the IoW where 140 were still in trees on
Tennyson Down after 8am on Aug 21 (and less conclusive evidence comes from
Pulborough Brooks where on the same day around 200 were over woodland edge at
8am)
48. Tawny Pipit: One was seen briefly at Dungeness on Aug 23
49. Yellow Wagtail: Plenty of sightings of groups of up to 20 recently but no big roost
counts (none have been seen to roost at Titchfield Haven yet according to Richard
Carpenter and I have only heard of three sightings there - one on Aug 16, one on Aug
19 and 3 probables going over on Aug 21)
50. Ring Ouzel: The only autumn bird reported so far is one at Luccombe Down (IoW) on
Aug 27 reported by someone known only as Dean.
51. Song Thrush: Chris Seaton, who probably lives in west Sussex near Chichester,
noticed a Song Thrush sitting on a nest in his garden on Aug 25.
52. Wood Warbler: The first autumn bird seen on the Hampshire coast was at Titchfield
Haven on Aug 25 (the only other reports have been of one at Beachy Head on July 31
and singles at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 1 and 8)
53. Pied Flycatcher: Recent reports have included a female near Stansted House on Aug
19 and one at Titchfield Haven on Aug 23 (when another was at Church Norton)
54. Carrion Crow: More than 100 can regularly be seen now in the Brownwich area west
of Titchfield Haven. For five years or more now there have been similar large flocks on
the Warblington shore of Chichester Harbour and it seems that the surplus population
of these birds now relies quite heavily on beachcombing to survive.
55. Siskin: On Aug 20 a group of four seen at Whitwell near Ventnor on the IoW were
noted as the first of the autmn on the Island.
PLANTS
1. Sharp-leaved Fluellen: The first report of this comes from John Goodspeed on
Portsdown Hill where the plant was seen on Aug 24 but I suspect it has been in flower
since about June 27 (the date on which Round-leaved Fluellen started to flower in
Warblington cemetery)
2. Devil's Bit Scabious: Richard Carpenter found this in flower at Botley Woods on Aug
7 and it was putting on a good show in Havant Thicket on Aug 27 when I first saw it.
3. Golden Rod: This also was in full flower in Havant Thicket on Aug 27 which is the first
date I have for it.
4. Michaelmas Daisies: These were in flower at Brook Meadow in Emsworth by Aug 25
(The look alike Sea Aster had started to flower by Aug 9)
5. Sneezewort: The only plant I have seen so far was flowering well in Havant Thicket on
Aug 27.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Gold-ringed Dragonfly: Tony Wilson found four at Crockford Bridge west of
Beaulieu in the New Forest on Aug 23

o

Keeled Skimmer: Also seen at Crockford Bridge on Aug 23 were 3 of these

o

Four-spotted Chaser: Four of these seen by Tony Wilson over the Long Pond
at Burley in the New Forest on Aug 23 were the first I have seen reported since
June 11. This species is not normally seen after mid-August.

o

Beautiful Demoiselle: Six of these were seen by Tony Wilson at Crockford
Bridge on Aug 23

o

Emerald Damselfly (Lestes sponsa): More than 25 of these were found in the
Botley Woods area by Richard Carpenter on Aug 21

o

Small Red Damselfly: One seen by Tony Wilson on Aug 23 at Crockford
Bridge

o

Southern Damselfly (Coenagrion mercuriale): These normally fade out by
the start of August but Tony Wilson found more than one of them at Crockford
Bridge on Aug 23

2. Butterflies:
o

Silver Spotted Skipper: A count by Alan Thornbury of 50 or more at Old
Winchester Hill on Aug 27 was easily the highest day total at one site to date

o

Pale or Bergers Clouded Yellow: Richard Coomber is pretty confident that a
Clouded Yellow which he saw at the Pennington Marshes (Lymington) on Aug
25 was either a Pale or Bergers. (his description can be seen on the Hants BC
website)

o

Brown Hairstreak: As well as the colony on Noar Hill there is another on
Selborne Common - on Aug 21 the National Trust warden (Chris Webb) saw a
couple at the top of the zigzag path (one of them egglaying) and at least one has
been seen at the bottom of the hill near the carpark.

o

Brown Argus: More than 30 were seen at Magdalen Hill Down east of
Winchester on Aug 18

o

Adonis Blue: These seem to be flourishing at Old Winchester Hill this summer
- on Aug 27 Alan Thornbury found 33 at the foot of the hill slope east of the
carpark area

o

Small Heath: While walking around Thorney Island on Aug 26 Martin Hampton
came on more that 15 of these

3. Moths: Eight new species for my year list ...
o

Orange Swift (B&F 15): First for the year taken at Titchfield Haven on Aug 10

o

Bryotropha domestica (B&F 789): First of the year at Titchfield Haven on Aug
11

o

Blastobasis lignea (B&F 873): Another first at Titchfield on Aug 11

o

Agriphila straminella (B&F 1304): Another first at Titchfield on Aug 11

o

Agriphila tristella (B&F 1305): Another first at Titchfield on Aug 11

o

Rest Harrow (Aplasta ononaria B&F 1664): A good find by James Halsey at
Bonchurch (Ventnor) on the IoW on Aug 17. A first for the IoW and only the fifth
for Hampshire and the IoW.

o

The Chevron (B&F 1755): Another first at Titchfield on Aug 11

o

Small Wainscot (B&F 2350): Another first at Titchfield on Aug 11

o

Eyed Hawkmoth caterpillar: The Rye Bay website has a photo of one of these
measuring 7 cm long and still munching Grey Willow

4. Other Insects:
o

Roesel's Bush Cricket: I have already mentioned this species a couple of
times this year without realising that it is an interesting newcomer to the south
coast. John Norton tells us that "in the last 20 years Roesel's has spread from
East Anglia, through London and down through Berks, Surrey and North Hants,
but I think it is still uncommon on the south Hants coast. They seem to like
herb-poor rough grass. I saw a few at Old Winchester Hill a week or so ago. The
usual chirping noise one hears from Bramble bushes is Dark Bush-cricket.
Roesel's does a continuous buzzing noise like Savi's Warbler" (or as Pete
Durnell more prosaically puts it like an electric razor).
When Pete Durnell and John Walters were compiling their book on the Wildlife
of Hayling Island they searched for this species but failed to find it on Hayling.
This year it seems that John Walters found one on the west Hayling shore
sometime in July (about the same time that Andy Johnson found one at Sandy
Point - I don't have dates for either and do not know who was first). Since then
George Spraggs and Simon Wright have trapped and positively identified
another one on Hayling (I have the date - Aug 15 - but not the place on Hayling).
Also in the past month Jason Crook and Geoff Farwell have found at least one
at Farlington Marshes.

OTHER
1. Common Seal: The first report of the Chichester Harbour Seal colony which I have
heard this year comes from Martin Hampton who walked round Thorney Island on Aug
26 and saw six of the Seals hauled out on the mud (after Barry Collins had pointed
them out to him). I have had five earlier reports of Seals in the harbour this year
(including one off the Langstone South Moors) but these have all been of just one or
two Seals out hunting. In previous years the colony has had up to 14 Seals present so
I hope the sighting of just six does not mean the colony is declining.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2408
Sat 27 Aug
A. Havant Thicket
A walk around Havant Thicket this morning showed me that the Golden Rod and
Devil’s Bit Scabious are now in full flower, as is Dwarf Gorse and the Ling heather.
A single plant of Sneezewort was flowering on the south side of the main track coming
in from Castle Road about 200 metres from the gate.
The best bird seen was a single Yellowhammer
Wed 24 Aug
A. (Wed2408) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2108
BIRDS

1. Gannet: An entry on the Rye Bay Wildlife website for Aug 20 reads .. "This morning an
amazing 1063 Gannets were feeding close offshore along with 230+ Cormorants.
Eight Arctic Skua and one Great Skua were also hanging around and could be seen
loafing on the shore after chasing anything else that moved!"
2. Little Egret: The Christchurch Harbour website recorded a 'probable all time high'
when on the morning of Aug 17 a total of 81 Egrets were seen to leave the overnight
roost. Nowadays we do not hear much of Egrets roosting on Thorney Island but on Aug
21 the Petersfield Wildlife Group visited the west end of the Thorney Great Deeps and
saw 36 Egrets roosting there - as they were there at midday when the tide was in this
was a daytime high tide roost, probably of birds along the north shore of the Deeps.
Earlier on Aug 21 on the rising tide Derek Hale found 16 Egrets in trees around the
pond at Quarr Abbey (just east of Fishbourne on the north shore of the IoW) - Derek
refers to this as the "Quarr Pond roost" but I do not know if it is just a day roost or one
at which substantial numbers of Egrets spend the night as I think they do in the Mill
Copse trees at Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW. By midday on Aug 21 Derek Hale was at
Wootton Bridge (about a mile south west of Quarr Abbey) and found 38 Egrets there
(Derek said this count was double the previous highest count there). As these were
probably in addition to the 16 at Quarr Pond the total is even more impressive - it would
be good to hear some counts of Egrets at night roosts on the island, I suspect they
would be far more impressive!
3. Spoonbill: On Aug 22 a Spoonbill flew west over Seaford Head (west of Beachy
Head) but no further sightings have reached me. Spoonbills have been reported from
some 15 south coast sites this year but (other than a longstaying one at Titchfield
Haven in March and one seen sporadically at Keyhaven between June 21 and July 5)
these have all been 'White Rabbits' in a great hurry to be elsewhere!
4. Mute Swan: Several family groups seem to be splitting up at the moment. The pair
which had 3 cygnets on the Emsworth Town Millpond were down to 2 cygnets on Aug
19; the Peter Pond pair at Emsworth which started with 5 cygnets had already lost one
on July 31 and by Aug 19 were down to 1 adult and 2 cygnets; and at Langstone Mill on
Aug 22 one of the four cygnets of the family which hatched on the pond was wandering
alone on the shore while the rest of the family were on the pond. Some families are still
together - on Aug 19 Steve Mansfield found a pair still with 8 cygnets (and I doubt they
hatched more than 8) on Tundry Pond to the west of Fleet in north Hampshire
5. Greylag Goose: Hampshire has so far escaped inundation by Greylag Geese and a
mention of the presence of more than 59 on Tundry Pond (west of Fleet) on Aug 19
caused me to check for other flocks reported this year in the county - surprisingly the
only other flock of any size seems to be at Hurstbourne Priors in the Test Valley to the
east of Andover. I think there is a large flock in the Avon valley but the last report of it
that I have seen was back on 31 Aug 2003 when John Clark told us of more than 196
coming to roost at the Blashford Lakes. Occasionally flocks turn up in the south of the
Test and Itchen valleys but I have no idea from whence they come.
6. Canada Goose: Just two recent new reports of large flocks. On Aug 15 a flock of 264
was in Yarmouth Harbour on the IoW (maybe the same birds that were at Titchfield
Haven shortly before?) and on Aug 19 there were more that 280 on Tundry Pond in
north Hampshire.
7. Brent Goose: In my previous update (last Sunday Aug 21) I mentioned in connection
with seeing juvenile Shelduck now flying strongly that the summering Brent in our
harbours would soon be showing themselves as they complete their moult, and right
on cue Hugh Venables spotted one in Langstone Harbour on Aug 21

8. Teal: More sightings of these since my last update. On Aug 20 eight flew over
Woolmer Pond in East Hampshire (with four more already on the pond), and another
21 were in Christchurch Harbour. On Aug 21 Cliff Oakley found 20 on the Thorney
Deeps (west) and the first four of the autumn appeared at the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton.
9. Garganey: Two were seen at Farlington Marshes on both Aug 21 and 23
10. Red Crested Pochard: No news since July 21 of the long staying male (usually seen
in company with a couple of Shelduck) that had been in south Hampshire since Mar 5
(maybe this bird flew across the the Netherlands to moult with the Shelduck?) but on
Aug 22 Simon Woolley found a female bird on Tundry Pond in north Hampshire (the
only other female reported this year was one at Badshot Lea near Aldershot on Feb 5)
11. Honey Buzzard: On Aug 23 John Shillitoe saw one flying south low over Old
Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley.
12. Marsh Harrier: On Aug 20 a female/immature bird was over Luccombe Down near
Ventnor on the Iow and on Aug 21 a bird of the same description was over the mouth of
the Beaulieu River, and on Aug 23 one described as a female was on Christchurch
Harbour (maybe three different birds on their way south, maybe just one reluctant to
leave?)
13. Buzzard: The number of these continues to increase. On Aug 21 John Simons took a
long walk north from Dean Lane End (north of Rowlands Castle) to Compton Down,
returning via West Marden and Forestside during which he saw 24 different Buzzards
(probably including a pair which still have a youngster in their nest). Over on the Isle of
Wight more than 11 were seen from Luccombe Down on Aug 20 (with 9 up together).
14. Osprey: The bird (a juvenile) which had first been seen in Langstone Harbour on Aug
18 was seen again on Aug 21 and 23. Another was over the mouth of the Beaulieu
River on Aug 21 and what was maybe the same bird was over the Lymington Marshes
on Aug 23.
15. Grey Partridge: Maybe harvesting has forced them out of hiding, maybe some well
meaning landowners have recently released new birds in the hope that they will once
again populate the countryside (I think there is still a ban on shooting Greys), but for
whatever reason there has been a sudden burst of three sightings after none since
June. On Aug 18 Bernie Forbes heard one or more calling on the Sussex Downs west
of the Adur valley and on Aug 19 he came on others on the fields west of Selsey, then
on Aug 21 Alan Kitson found 12 on Mill Hill near Shoreham, east of the Adur.
16. Spotted Crake: One has been at Farlington at least since Aug 21 and could still be
seen on Aug 23. Last year one was at Farlington from Aug 20 to 23 inclusive and
another was at the Lower Test from Sep 10 to 14 (with an isolated report of one there
on Nov 11). In 2003 one was at Hook/Warsash on Aug 14 & 15 and another at
Titchfield Haven on Sep 13 (probable juv)
17. Coot: Maybe a sign of approaching winter was the arrival of a flock of 28 Coots at the
Emsworth Slipper Mill Pond on Aug 19. I suspect these had moved on to the Thorney
Little Deeps by Aug 21 when Cliff Oakley's Petersfield Wildlife Group found 36 there
(including any on the Great Deeps west)
18. Avocet: Two were at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool (Pagham Harbour) on Aug 19.
19. Ringed Plover: In my last update I reported a flock of 134 at the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on Aug 15 but by Aug 18 a total of 220 had reached Christchurch Harbour,
most of them heading west to give 145 at Portland on Aug 19 and 183 there on Aug 22.

20. Golden Plover: A flock of 142 arrived at Rye Harbour on Aug 18 and 108 were still
there on Aug 20. Locally just one had turned up in Newtown Harbour on the IoW on
Aug 16 and was still there among Grey Plovers on Aug 19.
21. Lapwing: What seems to be the first substantial flock back in Chichester Harbour was
70 birds seen in the Thorney Deeps west area on Aug 21 by Cliff Oakley.
22. Knot: Three had been seen in Pagham Harbour from Church Norton on June 11 and
these may have stayed on but there have been no further reports until Bernie Forbes
saw four off Church Norton on Aug 19, probably marking their return as regulars in the
harbour through the winter. In Hampshire the only Aug reports are from the Lymington
Marshes on Aug 21 and 23 (I think only one bird in each case though on Aug 23 a flock
of 13 turned up across the Solent in Newtown Harbour).
23. Little Stint: The first returning bird to be seen in Hampshire was reported by George
Spraggs on Aug 23 - he saw it at Farlington Marshes.
24. Curlew Sandpiper: I had seen just 8 scattered reports of these during June, July and
up to Aug 8, but these birds started to return in earnest with 2 at Rye Harbour on Aug
20 and a total of twelve reports from Aug 21 to 23 inclusive. Aug 21 brought four to the
R Adur near Shoreham, three to Farlington Marshes and three to the Lymington
Marshes plus eight birds seen elsewhere. Aug 20 found a flock of 20 at Christchurch
Harbour, 6 at Farlington and 3 at Lymington plus at least 9 elsewhere.
25. Purple Sandpiper: Much more unexpected than the Curlew Sandpipers was a single
Purple Sandpiper at Portland Bill on Aug 23 (there had already been a report of one
from Sandwich Bay on July 24).
26. Ruff: I'm not sure if a series of reports of up to 10 Ruff being seen almost daily in the
Kent Stour Valley near Canterbury during July (from July 3 on) and early August is
unusual. Other scattered reports in July and early August have come from Titchfield
Haven and the Chichester pits. Their arrival seems to have speeded up from Aug 18
(when a single Reeve was at Sidlesham Ferry Pool). On Aug 19 three appeared at Rye
Harbour and on Aug 21 there were four sightings: 3 were at Titchfield Haven, 3 were
still at Rye, 1 was at Christchurch Harbour and nearer home Cliff Oakley's Petersfield
Group reported finding 2 at the Thorney Deeps (west) which is an unusual location to
find them.
27. Wilson's Phalarope: Since hearing the bare bones of the news that one had been
seen at Farlington Marshes I now know that it was found by Hugh Venables, is a
juvenile, and remained on the Farlington Lake through Aug 21, 22 and 23 at least.
Trevor Carpenter has come up with the statistics of Hampshire sightings showing that
this is the sixth Hampshire record, its predecessors (all single birds) having been seen
in 1974 (Aug, at Dibden Bay on Southampton Water); 1977 (Oct, also at Dibden Bay);
1984 (Oct, at the Paulsgrove rubbish tip which then still had a lake where part of the
enclosed land stolen from Portsmouth Harbour had not yet been drained and covered
with rubbish); 1989 (Sept, Titchfield Haven) and 1998 (Sept, on the Lymington
Marshes).
28. Mediterranean Gull: This year the birds have not followed their traditional pattern of
heading for the Bembridge-Sandown area of the IoW as soon as they have dispersed
from their mainland breeding colonies. Last year 103 birds seen on July 9 in the Ryde
area were noted as the start of the Island's post breeding flock and by Aug 5 there were
already 192 (probably over 200) in the Bembridge area with 265 in Bembridge Harbour
on Aug 20. This year did see 130 of them off Ryde on July 25 with 100 still there on July
27 but since then the only substantial report from the IoW has been of just 35 birds in
Bembridge Harbour on July 31. Now, on Aug 19, a flock of 98 (including some 20 juvs)

has been found on the Selsey West Fields. Bernie Forbes who saw the birds says
"This is the largest count that we have made in this area and could be a new Sussex
county record."
29. Guillemot: The last report of Guillemot here on the south coast for the breeding
season was dated June 15 (when four were seen off Christchurch Harbour) so a new
report of a single bird at Portland on Aug 20 is probably of one arriving to spend the
winter on the south coast (Quite a few years ago I remember seeing one swimming in
and out between the legs of people paddling at East Head - mouth of Chichester
Harbour - around August Bank Holiday time).
30. Barn Owl: On the evening of Aug 22 George Spraggs saw one flying over Hayling
fields (probably in the West Lane area).
31. Swift: Isolated reports of Swifts seen on every day from Aug 10 to 21 are in my
database and Aug 22 is so far the first 'Swiftless day' (but not the last of the year as 2
Swifts were over Portland on Aug 23)
32. Wryneck: The bird which arrived at Portland on Aug 19 was still there on Aug 20 and
the Portland website has three excellent photos of it - one perched in a bush but in full
view, one with the bird twisting its neck to show how it got its name and a most unusual
photo of one in flight.
33. Yellow Wagtail: Aug 18 brought more than 60 to Rye Harbour and Aug 20 brought 31
to Christchurch Harbour and 25 to Portland Bill. Slightly better news from Hampshire is
of nine sightings in the period Aug 18 - 23 inclusive (other than the flock of 17 in the
Warsash area on Aug 18 the biggest count was only 5 at Lymington on Aug 23 but one
or two have passed over Farlington Marshes). Just over in Sussex a total of 19 were
seen on north west Thorney Island by Cliff Oakley's group on Aug 21.
34. Spotted Flycatcher: Fifteen reports for Aug 20 to 23 inclusive are headed by a 'flock'
of more than 10 seen on North Hayling by George Spraggs on Aug 20 but on that day
there were also 6 or more at Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley and 5 at Woolmer Pond in
east Hampshire
35. Pied Flycatcher: The only new report for Hampshire is of one at Sandy Point on
Hayling on Aug 23
36. Red Backed Shrike: The group of three seen on Aug 18 and previously reported as
'somewhere in Hampshire' were in fact seen at Farlington Marshes though they had
not bred there and were just passing through. I can understand the need to keep quiet
about breeding birds but I am perturbed to think (and I may have misunderstood what
was being said on the subject) that such casual sightings should also be suppressed
because those dreaded eggers are now able to analyse the mud on the birds feet and
thus establish where they bred with dire consequences for the birds next year.
37. Raven: Another report of one over Old Winchester Hill on Aug 17 comes from Cliff
Oakley's Petersfield Wildlife Group
38. Linnet: A total of 100 Linnets seen on the open fields south west of Fareham around
Ranvilles Lane by Mark Rolfe on Aug 21 sent me to check what other large flocks had
been reported this year (my personal impression is that there have been fewer than
usual). Contrary to this expectation I see that a flock of 250 has already been reported
this autumn (Whale Chine on the IoW on Aug 6), and that in the first four months of the
year there were 18 reports of flocks over 100, the largest being of around 700 birds on
the Chilling fields west of Titchfield Haven on Jan 15.
PLANTS

1. Dog Rose: On Aug 23 a single new flower was open on one north Hayling bush
already covered in fruits.
2. Fragrant Agrimony: I had no difficulty in finding the plants which Nigel Johnson had
discovered at North Common on Hayling back on Aug 13 and added the species to my
'life list' on Aug 23.
3. Japanese Knotweed: As with other asiatic arrivals in British soil (e.g. Chinese
Mugwort) this flowers late in the year and Brian Fellows has spotted the first in flower at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Aug 21 (and wishes he hadn't as the plants should
have been eradicated!)
4. Marsh Woundwort: This had started to flower on June 20 this year but it was
nevertheless a good find at Brook Meadow on Aug 21 (last year it was seen there in
July but this year the plants had escaped notice until now)
5. Russian Comfrey: This was still in flower at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Aug 23
6. Danewort: This too is still flowering at its Havant site.
7. Amphibious Bistort: This too was found with some flowers at Emsworth's Brook
Meadow during the past week.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Brown Hawker: This is supposed to be one of the commoner dragonfly species
and can be found throughout most of England with the exception of the West
Country, and its favoured habitat is over reedbeds and along sluggish canals
(though Dan Powell says they can be found almost anywhere, even chasing
small insects around urban street lamps at dusk). Moreover it is difficult to
mis-identify as it is large, almost all brown in colour (both sexes) with orange
tinted wings. Nevertheless I have never knowingly seen one, and I see relatively
few reports of them (just three reports last year compared to 21 reports of
Emperor, 13 of Hairy and 10 of Southern Hawker - you can tell by these low
numbers that I am not a dragonfly enthusiast!). The reason for these remarks is
that the Petersfield Wildlife Group have seen Brown Hawker twice recently - six
at Burton Mill Pond near Pulborough on Aug 9 and two at the Thorney Island
west deeps on Aug 21. The only other report of the species which I have for this
year is dated July 12 and is of several at a site north west of Basingstoke.

2. Butterflies:
o

Small Skipper: The latest sighting of one in 2004 was on Aug 21 and the last I
have heard of so far this year was seen on Aug 20...

o

Large Skipper: As might be expected this seems to have finished for this year
back on Aug 7.

o

Silver Spotted Skipper: The highest count I have seen so far this year is of an
estimated 30 seen by Ashley Whitlock around the Oxenbourne Down area
south of Butser Hill on Aug 20. On Aug 19 Maurice Pugh logged the best count
so far for Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley with 21 (outstanding records for other
sites show a peak of 22 at Stockbridge Down on Aug 7 and 24 at Old
Winchester Hill on Aug 17).

o

Clouded Yellow: Recent sightings are of three at Martin Down on Aug 20, two
on north west Thorney Island on Aug 21, and singles at Lymington (Normandy
Marsh) on Aug 21 and 23.

o

Brown Hairstreak: On Aug 21 Chris Whaley recorded 8 at Noar Hill just
beating the previous high count of 7 there on Aug 7

o

Small Copper: Of the 50 reports of this species that I have seen on the
Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website so far this year the highest counts
reported have been 7 at Martin Down on May 10, then 5+ at Oxenbourne Down
on July 13, but this has now jumped up a gear with 11 on north west Thorney
Island seen by the members of the Petersfield Wildlife Group on Aug 21

o

Brown Argus: Another high count among a majority of single figure sightings
was of around 50 seen by Ashley Whitlock on the downs above Ventnor and
Shanklin on Aug 21. Unlike the Small Copper though there have been other
high counts of Brown Argus: 61 on Magdalen Hill Down on Aug 3 and 100+ on
Bonchurch Down (IoW) on May 31

o

Common Blue: This species has had a pretty good year but once again the
Petersfield Wildlife Group have the highest score for the year with an estimated
300 at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 17. Next highest score out of 136 reports for
the year is of 150 seen by Adrian Hoskins on the west end of Portsdown on Aug
7, and the only other three figure count is of 100+ seen by Marcus Ward at
Martin Down on Aug 20

o

Holly Blue: The summer brood which was in and around my Havant garden
from July 12 has not been seen here since Aug 4 but I am glad to see that they
are still being seen elsewhere. In Emsworth Brian Fellows was still getting
regular sightings in his garden up to Aug 21 when Chris Whaley had one at
Noar Hill, and on Aug 20 Dave Pearson saw one at Beacon Hill in the Meon
Valley.

o

White Admiral: I thought the specimen seen in north Emsworth on Aug 18
might have been the last for the year but Andrew Brookes has subsequently
seen one in Hipley Copse, west of Denmead, on Aug 20. Last year the last was
seen on Aug 8 but in 2003 a second brood appeared starting on Sep 12 and
running on until Oct 4

o

Painted Lady: One more sighting at Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire on Aug
20

o

Small Tortoiseshell: Five more sightings are some encouragement for the
future of this species but four of these were of single insects (the fifth was of 2).
Sightings on Aug 20 and 21 came from Noar Hill, Beacon Hill and Martin Down.

o

Dark Green Fritillary: These are about at the end of their season (last in 2004
was on Aug 21). This year on Aug 20 there was still one at Martin Down and one
at Oxenbourne Down

o

Silver Washed Fritillary: Last year these kept going until Sept 4, and current
reports (for Aug 21) of 12 in the QE Country Park just south of Petersfield, 13 in
the Boarhunt Woods north of Fareham and up to 4 at Noar Hill augur well for a
good last date.

o

Wall Brown: Ashley Whitlock had at least ten on the Ventnor/Shanklin Downs
on Aug 21 and Marcus Ward had another three on the Lymington marshes on
Aug 23.

o

Grayling: These should keep going for some time yet but a report of more than
5 seen around Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire on Aug 20 is good news.

o

Small Heath: This also seems to be thriving, especially in the Havant area
where Cliff Oakley found 8 on north west Thorney Island on Aug 21, and on that
same day Richard Symonds came on 7 on the east slope of Idsworth Down just
north of Rowlands Castle. Even I saw one at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Aug 23.

3. Moths: Just one newcomer to my yearlist ,,,
o

Scarce Bordered Straw (B&F 2400): Taken on Portland Bill on Aug 22

4. Other Insects:
o

Robber-fly (Asilus Crabroniformis); The first report for the year comes from
Dave Pearson at Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley on Aug 20

o

Robins Pincushion gall wasp (Diplolepis rosae): Fresh galls could be seen
on North Common (Hayling Island) on Aug 23

OTHER
1. Nothing to report in this update
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2108
Tue 23 Aug
A. Around North Hayling
A lovely sunny day encouraged me to cycle to North Common (just south of the
Northney Marina) on the north Hayling shore in order to look for the Fragrant
Agrimony plants found there ten days earlier by Nigel Johnson and the Havant
Wildlife Group. The instructions were spot on and I had no difficulty in finding the plants
or in assuring myself from the backward curved spines around the base of each fruit
bur, and the many silvery glands on the undersurface of the leaves, that I had got the
right plants - the one thing I could nor really detect was any ‘fragrance’ from the
crushed leaves.
Nearby I went to look at fresh ‘Robin’s Pincushion’ galls on a Dog Rose bush and
found that the bush also had one fresh flower open among its many fruits. Fairy Ring
toadstools and a Green Veined White butterfly also went on my list but I did not stay
and search the area, instead I headed for the Oysterbeds.
Nothing out of the ordinary here but I noted a nice flock of 35 Ringed Plover flying by,
120 or more Oystercatcher still roosting on the bar of Stoke Bay and around 30
Redshank roosting on the lagoon wall of the Oysterbeds despite the tide being out.
Just one Common Sandpiper was the only departing summer bird.
A few butterflies here included singles of Small Heath, Comon Blue, Gatekeeper and
Meadow Brown. Among the flowers noted were White Melilot, Russian Comfrey,
Hawkweed Oxtongue and Greater Knapweed while on the way home I passed a
nice patch of Strawberry Clover still flowering (I have yet to see the Strawberry like
fruits).

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 15 - 21 (WEEK 33)

BIRDS
1. Gannet: The tropical storm which brought floods and traffic chaos to the south coast
on the morning of Aug 19 may well have had some influence on the fish in the English
Channel as there was a great frenzy of birds feeding on them in Rye Bay that day.
Over 100 Gannet were seen fishing among more than 140 Cormorants and hundreds
of Terns (more than 1000 Sandwich Terns had been in the Rye Harbour beach roost
on the previous day)
2. Little Egret: A record count of 81 leaving a roost at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 17
3. Canada Goose: These are now in their autumn 'migration' mode when they collect into
large flocks and fly around aimlessly trying to remember where they came from and
where they should be going as the 'migration instinct' which took their ancestors from
north to south of the North American continent at this time of year stirs within them.
One result of this was to bring a flock containing the south Hampshire 'albino' onto the
IBM Lake at Portsmouth on Aug 16 (Kevin Stouse got close enough to see that the eye
of this white bird is dark, not pink) but when I visited the lake for the WeBS count on
Aug 20 there were only 43 of the geese present and the albino was not among them.
Another effect of their restlessness was seen in the arrival of 78 geese to roost at the
Testwood Lakes near Southampton on Aug 14 (where smaller number of these geese
had been seen on June 19 and July 17 but Ian Pibworth last reported a roost of 89
birds there on Feb 20). On the Isle of Wight a flock of 264 was in Yarmouth harbour on
Aug 15 making the biggest flock noted on the Island this year (in Jan and Feb there
had been a big flock in the Brading area which peaked at an estimated 250 on Jan 3
but was more usually recorded as around the 150 mark)
4. Barnacle Goose: Two of these were at the Testwood Lakes roost with the 78
Canadas on Aug 14. These were probably part of the group of four birds that were at
Testwood in Jan, Feb and March.
5. Shelduck: Two juveniles now fully fledged (but without adult colour) flew over the Nore
Barn area at the west end of the Emsworth shore on the evening of Aug 20. My interest
in seeing them was that it reminded me that those lazy Brent which have been
summering in our harbours will also now have completed their moult and will soon be
coming out of hiding to look for their returning friends and relations (due to arrive
mid-September).
6. Wigeon: Reports of newly returned birds at four sites this week - 5 in Newtown
Harbour on the IoW were the first reported from the Island since Apr 2; at Christchurch
Harbour the first to be seen since Apr 21 were two which arrived on Aug 16 and by Aug
17 four were back; at Tichfield Haven one was seen on Aug 14 but two males and a
female had stayed on through the summer (last sighting was of 2 there on July 6), but
at Hook near Warsash a group of four which arrived on Aug 17 were the first of which I
have records there since Mar 14.
7. Teal: These are also returning - at Christchurch Harbour the last spring record was of
70 birds on Apr 22 and (ignoring an odd sighting of a single bird on June 25) the first
five arrived back on Aug 8, followed by counts of 8 (Aug 14), 12 (Aug 16), 35 (Aug 17)
and 26 on Aug 18. On the Isle of Wight there had been odd reports of up to five birds
sporadically during the summer but a count of around 20 in Yarmouth harbour on Aug
17 showed that newcomers had arrived. At Hook/Warsash a flock of 16 were new
arrivals (none reported from there since Feb 4 but I suspect some later birds were not
reported)

8. Mallard: A total of 66 on the IBM Lake was my highest monthly count there for the year
(previous high was 49 on Jan 15 and last month I only found 24 there) and I guess that
some of these. like the Wigeon and Teal, have come from afar.
9. Shoveler: A similar surge of returning birds is reflected in a count of 66 at Rye Harbour
on Aug 16 (the previous count of 45 was on Apr 4) though returning birds of this
species have not yet reached sites further west.
10. Marsh Harrier: This week has brought three sightings from the IoW (possibly of the
same bird) and two other singles were seen on Aug 15 at Portland and Dungeness.
11. Buzzard: On Aug 15 John Simons at Dean Lane End (near Finchdean, north of
Rowlands Castle) gave his summary of four pairs having bred and raised 8 juveniles
this summer in that area (northwest of Stansted Forest).
12. Osprey: One juvenile (maybe two birds) has been in Newtown Harbour on the IoW this
week from Aug 15 to 17, and on Aug 18 George Spraggs told us of one seen perched
on a post in Langstone Harbour (probably in the south east of the harbour)
13. Hobby: Nine reports of these for the period Aug 15 to 18 seems to show an increase in
sightings as youngsters still in the nest demand more food and as non-breeding birds
start to move south.
14. Peregrine: Not so long ago Frank Foulger told us how a Peregrine came to roost on
top of a Portsmouth tower block (as it probably did each night) on the evening when the
sky was filled with light and noise from the fireworks display at the close of the big Fleet
review in Spithead, and how the falcon was forced to fly off to get a peaceful night's
sleep elsewhere. I have just had another note from Frank describing how the falcon
came to rest on the same roof and was happy to leave in peace a group of feral
pigeons perched on the same roost but was then forced to take flight by a loutish Crow
which flew up between the Peregrine and the Pigeons and came marching towards the
falcon shouting abuse.. To paraphrase Gilbert and Sullivan it seems a Falcon's lot (like
the Policeman's) is not a nappy one! Another Peregrine seen over Pagham Harbour on
Aug 18 by Bob Willows was also getting an earful - this time from its own offspring
flying alongside and screaming for more food.
15. Spotted Crake: Alistair Martin tells me that one is reported to have been at Farlington
Marshes on Aug 21 having arrived at some unspecified earlier date
16. Ringed Plover: Andy Johnson on Aug 15 recorded a count of 134 in the high tide roost
on the hummock of shingle to the west of the Black Point Sailing Club at the mouth of
Chichester Harbour. This is well in excess of the previous highest 'official' count I know
of there this year (Brian Fellows WeBS count of 72 on Jan 15) and is only exceeded by
Andy's unofficial count of 157 there on Jan 9.
17. Golden Plover: In my previous update I noted that up to 32 had already arrived back in
Kent (Aug 7) but things are now warming up with counts from Rye Harbour of 142 on
Aug 18 and 110 there on Aug 19. Nearer home one was seen in Newtown Harbour on
the IoW on Aug 16.
18. Sanderling: The count of 68 at Ryde (IoW) on Aug 9 has now been exceeded by one
of 82 birds there on Aug 16. These are probably birds still passing through, as were the
190 seen on the Hayling shore back on July 31.
19. Little Stint: Dorset has now had its first Little Stint (a single bird at Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 16 and 18) following sightings of up to two birds in Kent and Sussex
since July 26 - so far none in Hampshire or the IoW.

20. Ruff: A female was at Sidlesham Ferry pool (Pagham Harbour) on Aug 18, and three
were at Rye Harbour on Aug 19. None in Hampshire since the bird at Titchfield Haven
on July 28.
21. Spotted Redshank: After a couple of isolated sightings on July 7 (Titchfield Haven)
and Aug 7 (Beaulieu River mouth), these have begun to arrive in greater numbers with
seven reports of them between Aug 15 and 18. Other than three at Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 16 (and two there on Aug 15) all reports have been of singles at
Yarmouth on the IoW and at Titchfield Haven
22. Green Sandpiper: Owen Mitchell has had two counts of 18 at the Chichester Drayton
pits (on July 27 and Aug 18) but says that he got up to 21 there in the week Aug 8-14.
23. Wilson's Phalarope: One has been at the Farlington Marshes lake on Aug 21 - many
thanks to Alistair Martin for passing on the news.
24. Pomarine Skua: One was seen from Dungeness on Aug 7 and now there has been
another sighting there on Aug 15 (these are the only Aug reports I have seen)
25. Arctic Skua: A count of 46 seen from Dungeness in an 8.5 hour seawatch on Aug 15
shows that these are not in short supply
26. Little Gull: An adult was in the Titchfield Haven area on Aug 19 where an immature
bird had been seen on Aug 3. As the first year bird that has been at Christchurch
Harbour for months was reported to be moulting into adult plumage on Aug 12 I
suppose it is possible that the two Titchfield sightings could be of the same bird which
has changed its appearance between Aug 3 and 19.
27. Common Gull: No previous report of returning Common Gulls in the past month had
been of more than 13 birds until a count of 300 was made at Rye Harbour on Aug 19,
presaging bigger numbers soon all along the coast.
28. Great Blackback Gull: As with the Common Gull Aug 19 brought the first indication of
substantially increased numbers - in this case there were 170 at Ferrybridge between
Weymouth and Portland on Aug 19
29. Roseate Tern: Six new reports of this species in the Aug 15 to 18 period include one at
the mouth of Chichester Harbour, up to two in the Titchfield area and two flying past
Christchurch Harbour.
30. Arctic Tern: Nine new reports of these in the period Aug 13 to 19 show a noticeable
increase in the rate of sightings - most of the birds seen are juveniles.
31. Little Tern: Three seen in the Sweare Deep channel area between north Hayling and
Warblington on Aug 13 may well have been the last of the year to be seen in the north
of Chichester or Langstone Harbours until next spring though it will be some time
before the last is seen passing along the English Channel or spending the night just
inside one of the harbour mouths.
32. Black Tern: Eight or more were around Titchfield Haven on Aug 17 with at least five
there on Aug 18 (when another two or more were seen from Hayling Island)
33. Cuckoo: One seen at Horsham on Aug 13 was recorded as a female and one at
Christchurch Harbour on Aug 18 was not specified as a juvenile so I assume that the
adults have not all left us yet.
34. Swift: 20 were recorded at Portland on Aug 15 and 25 were there on Aug 16 but
thereafter there have been no counts of more than 9 - last report was of 5 there on Aug
19. In Hampshire Simon Ingram had two over the Eastleigh Lakeside site on Aug 18

35. Kingfisher: Kevin Stouse had a pleasant surprise on Aug 16 when he saw one flying
over the IBM Lake where they only appear very occasionally and never stay.
36. Wryneck: First to reach the south coast this autumn was at Portland on Aug 19
37. Tree Pipit: Fourteen reports of these between Aug 16 and 19 inclusive shows a good
flow of them heading south. On Aug 18 a total of 21 were at Christchurch Harbour but
other sightings were of smaller numbers including two over Old Winchester Hill on Aug
17 and singles at Hook/Warsash and Hayling Island on Aug 18 when one was also on
the Downs north of Lancing in the Worthing area.
38. Yellow Wagtail: So far I have not heard of any roost counts at Titchfield Haven to
match the 230+ at Rye Harbour on Aug 12, and the best I have heard of in Hampshire
is a flock of 17 on the Solent shore east of Hook in Aug 18
39. Grey Wagtail: A count of 7 at the Testwood Lakes near Southampton on Aug 14 was
the highest count of them I know of anywhere this year.
40. Nightingale: These seem to have started to move south at the beginning of August
and reports of two at Beachy Head on Aug 13 (and again on Aug 14) plus another two
in the Pannell Valley near Rye on Aug 16 show that a few more are now moving.
41. Wheatear: Two seen at the IBM Portsmouth North Harbour site on Aug 16 were the
first seen there for some years, making me wonder if the old Paulsgrove rubbish tip
across the M27 will become a favourite stopping off spot for migrants in the near future
as the grass grows on the 'moutain top' which dominates the north of Portsmouth
Harbour.
42. Blackbird: On Aug 18 Brian Fellows heard Blackbird subsong in Emsworth on the
evening of Aug 18 - not something that many people will enjoy as it is pretty unusual at
this time of year.
43. Dartford Warbler: Three reports on Aug 18 from Hayling Island, Hook near Warsash
and Pagham Harbour may indicate post breeding dispersal that could bring a Dartford
Warbler to unlikely spots in the near future.
44. Lesser Whitethroat: Counts of 25 at Beachy Head on Aug 13 and of 12 on the downs
north of Lancing (Worthing) on Aug 18 show that this species is now on the move.
45. Garden Warbler: Plenty of these have been on the move for some time but Kevin
Stouse was pleased with a sighting of one during a lunchtime stroll round the IBM Lake
at Portsmouth on Aug 16 - he spotted it among a family of Long Tailed Tits working
their way along the motorway bank adjacent to the Lake.
46. Spotted Flycatcher: Among five reports for Aug 17 was one from the Meon Canal
Path alongside Titchfield Haven and another of three birds behind the Texaco Garage
as you arrive on Hayling Island. On Aug 18 five or more were to be seen around
Stansted House, while Old Winchester Hill had at least 15 on that day (with another 12
at Lancing Clump on the downs north of Worthing)
47. Pied Flycatcher: Alistair Martin had one on north Hayling (behind the Texaco Garage)
on Aug 18 and John Simons had one in the Forestside area north of Stansted Forest
on Aug 17
48. Red-backed Shrike: Andrew Smith and five other birders watched what was probably
a family group of three female/juvenile birds 'somewhere in Hampshire' on Aug 18
bringing hope of other sightings in the near future.

49. Crossbill: A flock of around 30 flew south over Havenstreet (south of Ryde on the
IoW) on Aug 18
PLANTS
1. Orange Balsam: A first report of this for the year comes from Richard Carpenter near
the headwaters of the River Itchen (Cheriton area) on Aug 16
2. Soapwort: The first report of this comes from Portland on Aug 16. A local site where it
can maybe now be found is in the hedgerow beside the Clanfield to East Meon road
close to Lower Farm
3. Sickle Medick: John Goodspeed has already told us of this plant on Portsdown but I
went to see it for myself on Aug 20 and found it in full flower. I think it is the only
specimen in Hampshire and if anyone wants to see it go to The George pub at the
junction of London Road (old A3 coming up from Portsmouth) and the Portsdown Hill
Road, then go south down the pavement on the east side of the slip road connecting
the London Road to the Hill Road. The plant is close to the southern end of the slip
road, immediately next to a small concrete bunker for holding salt to grit the road in
winter.
4. Fragrant Agrimony: This is not a rarity but is a plant which I have never knowingly
seen in my life so I was very interested to hear that Nigel Johnson found some on north
Hayling on Aug 13. My instructions for finding it (as soon as I get time) are to go to the
North Common carpark at Northney and to walk north on the main gravel path, then to
look on the west side of that path where it passes a forest of Teazels on its east side
just before the path turns east. The plant should be easy to identify now it is in fruit as
the chief distinction is that the outer spines of the 'bur like' fruit bend backwards (which
those of normal Agrimony do not).
5. Common Hemp Nettle: Richard Carpenter was the first to report a find of this in flower
on Aug 16 when he was on Gander Down south of Alresford.
6. Common Calamint: The large patch of this at the Portsmouth North Harbour IBM site
was in full flower on Aug 20
7. Harebell: John Goodspeed reported this in flower on Portsdown on June 28 but there
was still a grand show of it there on Aug 20 with a single white flower among those I
saw.
8. Common Valerian: The first report of this in flower comes from Richard Carpenter in
the Cheriton area south of Alresford on Aug 16
9. Squinancywort: Although this should have been in flower for a long time I have no
record of it until I saw lots on Portsdown on Aug 20
10. Lesser Hawkbit: The first report of this came from Nigel Johnson at Northney on
Hayling on Aug 13 but I did not see my first until Aug 20 at the Portsmouth North
Harbour IBM site
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Maybe numbers of these are now picking up. On Aug 15 Tony
Wilson counted 12 near his Edburton home at the north foot of the Sussex
Downs (north of Brighton) and on Aug 17 at least one was seen on Old
Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley by Cliff Oakley

o

Gold Ringed Dragonfly: We are nearing the end of the season for this lovely
insect but Richard Carpenter found one by the River Itchen at Ovington on Aug
16

2. Butterflies:
o

Silver Spotted Skipper: Maurice Pugh found 10 at Beacon Hill in the Meon
Valley on Aug 14 and on Aug 17 Cliff Oakley found 24 on Old Winchester Hill
across the Meon

o

Clouded Yellow: Latest reports are that on Aug 15 Theo Roberts found several
on the south face of Portsdown Hill, on Aug 16 Eileen Fairbrother saw four at
Martin Down and on Aug 17 Keith Capon took a very good photo of one at Noar
Hill while on Aug 18 Michael Prior had one near Stansted House.

o

Brown Argus: Further evidence of the arrival of this species on Portsdown Hill
(probably as a result of the scrub clearance carried out by Richard Jones,
Portsmouth City warden in charge of wildlife habitat on the hill, and his
volunteers and cattle) comes in a report from Mike Gwilliam who netted one on
the slopes south east of Fort Southwick on Aug 8. It seems that at least three
specimens have now been seen this year at three different places between
Southwick Hill Road and Portchester Common.

o

Adonis Blue: Second brood butterflies have now been seen at Old Winchester
Hill (7 there on Aug 17 after a first sighting of one on Aug 9), at Martin Down
(three on Aug 16) and at Brading Down on the IoW (singles on Aug 14 and 15)

o

Holly Blue: More fresh specimens have been seen on Aug 14,15 and 17 at
Brading Down, Martin Down and Old Winchester Hill respectively.

o

White Admiral: A late specimen was sunning itself on a garage door just south
of the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Aug 18

o

Painted Lady: Not as prolific as the Clouded Yellows but there have been more
sightings on the IoW, Martin Down and Old Winchester Hill between Aug 14 and
17

o

Small Tortoiseshell: A sighting of 14 of these by Cliff Oakley's Petersfield
Wildlife Group at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 17 was by far the largest count of
the summer brood insects and was only beaten by David Tinling's Gosport area
counts of butterflies emerging from hibernation (he had 19 there on Apr 11 and
15 on Apr 3)

o

Wall Brown: On Aug 14 Ashley Whitlock found 12 on Brading Down (IoW) and
on Aug 18 Theo Roberts had two on Portsdown (but said that the bare chalk
paths on which the insects like to sun themselves are now becoming over
grown with vegetation).

o

Marbled White: One seen by Ian Pratt at Brading Down on the IoW on Aug 14
was probably the last of the year, coming a full week after the last 'regular'
sighting.

o

Ringlet: Another late survivor was at Botley Woods on Aug 18 seen by Richard
Carpenter (who had seen the previous one there on Aug 8 and remarked that
that was late).

3. Moths: Eight newcomers to my year list.

o

Cydia amplana (B&F 1262): First of year taken by Richard Coomber at
Lymington on Aug 12

o

Nephopterix angustella (B&F 1465): Taken at Portland on Aug 17

o

Ancylosis oblitella (B&F 1467): Also taken at Portland on Aug 17

o

Satin Wave (B&F 1709): Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head near Gosport
on Aug 16

o

Yellow Belle (B&F 1968): Taken by Tony Wilson at Edburton north of the South
Downs east of the R Adur on Aug 16

o

Feathered Ranunculus (B&F 2255): Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head
near Gosport on Aug 16

o

Straw Underwing (B&F 2303): Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head near
Gosport on Aug 15

o

Double Kidney (B&F 2311): Taken by Tony Wilson at Edburton north of the
South Downs east of the R Adur on Aug 8

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth: A fourth or fifth for the year was at Portland Bill on
Aug 18

o

Bedstraw Hawkmoth: Maybe of interest was a find of a caterpillar of this
species in Scotland (Dumfries) on Aug 6

4. Other Insects:
o

Volucella Zonaria: Andy Horton tells me that there have been many sightings
of this magnificent hoverfly in the Shoreham area of Sussex from Aug 1 to 16 (at
least), and on Aug 17 the Portland website reported that a few had been seen
there in the past few days. Other than two sightings at Hill Head (Gosport) on
July 29 and Aug 5 these are the only reports I have for this year.

o

Volucella inanis: On July 8 Richard Carpenter had one in the Titchfield Haven
area but other than that the only reports I have are two from Andy Horton of
singles in the Lancing area of the Sussex coast on Aug 1 and 9.

o

Gasteruption jaculator: On Aug 16 Patrick Roper in the Hastings area says
these strange Ichneumon-like Wasps are currently a common sight on
Hogweed umbels

o

Long Winged Conehead: I came across one female near the IBM Lake in
Portsmouth on Aug 20

o

Crab Spider: Also at the IBM Portsmouth North Harbour site on Aug 20 I was
amused to find a bright yellow Crab Spider (which would normally lurk under a
yellow flower) pretending to itself be a flower - poised motionless at the tip of a
flower stem (from which the flower had fallen) with its round body simulating the
centre of the flower and its legs stretched out rigidly on either side pretending to
be withered petals.

o

Wasp Spider (Argiope bruennichi): Michael Prior, Head Forester for the
Stansted Forest, has found several of these in a totally new site this year further indication of their spreading range

OTHER

1. Nothing to report currently
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Thu1808
Sat 20 Aug
A. Portsmouth IBM site and Portsdown
Today I walked round the IBM North Harbour site for the monthly WeBS count but
found little in the way of birds. I was hoping that the ‘albino’ Canada Goose which
Kevin Stouse saw on the lake earlier this week would be there but I could not find it
among the 43 geese that were present. I did not expect to see the Kingfisher which
Kevin had seen - that was no doubt a transient bird (probably a juvenile) on the move in
search of a good place to settle down - as the main fish content of the IBM Lake seems
to be giant Carp the Kingfisher has more chance of being eaten by one of them than of
catching them!
One species which Kevin did not see was Cormorant but there were seven there
fishing today (showing that there are smaller fish than the Carp and in good numbers),
and I also saw three or four Herons though they were not fishing.
Mallard were up in numbers to 66 but were the only duck species present though there
was 1 Great Crested Grebe, at least three Little Grebe (one with a very noisy
youngster), plus 14 Moorhen and 15 Coot.
I heard a Green Woodpecker (and was interested to see that Kevin had seen one adult
and a juvenile indicating that the pair regularly round the site had bred this year). I also
saw a Pied Wagtail family group that have probably nested on site.
Also of note was the presence of a roosting flock of 62 Black Headed Gulls - all gulls
have been absent from the lake since the spring as a result of the closure of the huge
rubbish tip across the road.
The only dragonfly seen around the lake was one tiny Blue-tailed Damsel but Common
Blue butterflies were present in good numbers (I probably saw more than 30). Also
seen were a couple of Speckled Wood, a single Peacock, and several each of Small
and Green-veined White. Best insects were a single female Long-winged Conehead
and a bright yellow Crab Spider which had climbed to the top of a Stone Parsley flower
stem from which the flower umbels (small enough at the best of times) had withered
and dropped off. Rather than climb down and search for another flower under which it
could hide the spider was giving its own imitation of a flower, its two front pairs of legs
held out rigidly so that the yellow body (belly up) resembled a yellow flower centre with
the legs looking like thin withered petals protruding from the centre of the flower head (I
certainly did not recognize it as a spider at first glance but was attracted to have a look
at an out of place and unusual flower!).
Nothing unusual among the 50+ flowering plant species of which the best was the
large patch of Common Calamint (which I only discovered here last year) and which
was in full flower.
I had a much better show of flowers on the way home when I parked at the top of
Portsdown near the old A3/Portsdown Hill Road intersection. My aim was to have a
look at the Sickle Medick bush (now in full flower withouth any obvious developed
seeds) and to see my first Autumn Ladies Tresses (of which I found just four freshly
flowering stems) but I also added Squinancywort to my tick list for the year and enjoyed
a great show of Harebells (including one white flower). Here I also found one Wasp
spider after spotting a typical web and looking carefully in the grass below it to find the
spider feigning death until I had left the area.

In the evening, taking our temporary dog for a walk around Nore Barn wood at
Emsworth, I watched a very young Crow on the beach with a parent which it was
ceaselessly begging to provide more food. A more unexpected sight was of two
juvenile Shelduck flying over, circling but no landing.
Thu 18 Aug
A. (Thu1808) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1408
BIRDS
1. Sooty Shearwater: One off Dungeness on Aug 10 was the seventh I have heard of
this summer including the first seen off Portland Bill on July 23 - so far none have been
seen in Hampshire or the Isle of Wight. Both Manx and Balearic Shearwater remain
daily sights in the English Channel and the numbers being seen are perhaps
increasing as the birds are no longer tied to breeding sites
2. Little Egret: 45 were seen at the Rye Harbout roost on Aug 12 and on Aug 13
Christchurch Habour had a possible site record count of 75 in their roost. Here at
Langstone I have not made or heard of a recent roost count but on Aug 18 there was a
good show of birds in the daytime high tide roost (at least 30 in view).
3. White Stork: Two sightings of a single bird around the Dungeness area of Kent on Aug
11 and 13
4. Black Swan: The two birds were still on West Ashling pond (west of Chichester) on
Aug 16.
5. Pintail: A drake seen at the Hersey Nature Reserve on the IoW on Aug 11 could have
been an early returnee - quite a few Shoveler, Teal and other wild birds are already
back - though it could have come from a collection.
6. Garganey: In addition to the recent reports from the Lower Test and Farlington
Marshes there are new reports of three at Dungeness on Aug 8 and 3 at Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 13
7. Sparrowhawk: When on Aug 17 I went to scatter bread and bird seed on my lawn (for
the 30 or so House Sparrows which include my garden on their daily round of visits to
feeding stations) I found a male Sparrowhawk there before me but he rapidly left
carrying a very small bird and his recent presence had no deterrent effect on the other
Sparrows.
8. Osprey: One was seen on the Isle of Wight on Aug 8 at a site called King's Quay which
I have not yet located.
9. Merlin: The earliest to return to the south coast was one at Lymington on July 30 and I
have also reported one on the IoW on Aug 6 but the latest news is of two more back on
successive days - one at Dungeness on Aug 14 and a juvenile seen at Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 15.
10. Curlew Sandpiper: After seven reports in June and July (including a single at Pagham
Harbour on June 23 and July 21, and a flock of 22 at Rye Harbour on July 27) these
had not been reported anywhere in August until one turned up at Dungeness on Aug 8
(none since then).
11. Spotted Redshank: These two are in short supply at the moment - after four rerports
of them in June (including George Spraggs' bird at Mill Rythe on Hayling on June 26)

there was just one report in July (two at Titchfield Haven on July 7), and August has
only brought two reports - one at the Beaulieu River on Aug 7 and now two in
Christchurch Harbour on Aug 15.
12. Wood Sandpiper: Maybe one is taking a prolonged summer break at Christchurch
Harbour where a single has been seen on Aug 11, 13 and 15
13. Pomarine Skua: Since the last spring bird was seen on May 22 there has been just
one isolated report of two off Portland Bill on July 3 but now one seen flying west past
Dungeness on Aug 7 could mark the start of autumn passage (but it will probably need
a southwesterly gale to bring the birds within sight of the shore).
14. Arctic Skua: These are definitely now heading west down the Channel. One or two
have been seen almost daily since the beginning of July but (other than a count of 13 at
Dungeness on July 30) there have been no double figure counts until 11 at Dungeness
on Aug 8, 15 on Aug 12, 20 on Aug 13 and 63 on Aug 14 (all at Dungeness). So far we
in Hampshire have had just one in the east Solent on Aug 9
15. Long-tailed Skua: One of these at Dungeness on Aug 14 was the first I have heard of
anywhere on the south coast this year.
16. Roseate Tern: A visit to Hythe on Southampton Water by Robin Ward (a Tern expert
from the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust) on Aug 14 enabled Robin to show to local
resident Colin Allen that there was an adult Roseate and two Arctic Terns among the
flock of more than 60 Common Terns on the shore. Colin must now be feeling that he
has one up over the team of high powered seabird experts based just across
Southampton Water in what has until now been called the Southampton
Oceanography Centre but which has now been promoted to National
Oceanography Centre. Luckily the name change has not so far extended to a change
of URL for Russell Wynn's website which can still be accessed at
http://www.soc.soton.ac.uk/marine_wildlife/intro.html though Russell's email address
has changed to rbw1@noc.soton.ac.uk
17. Swift: Two were over Luccombe Down on the IoW on Aug 15 and 20 went over
Portland on that day
18. Great Tit: I heard Great Tit song on both Aug 14 and 15 and expect to continue to hear
it occasionally for the rest of the year - last year I heard my first resume singing on Aug
12 and then heard at least one each week to the end of the year. Coal Tits are also
singing now but I expect that those visiting conifer woods will have been hearing them
for some time.
PLANTS
1. Hop: A male plant growing close to my home in Havant (on a fence in Juniper Square)
was in flower on Aug 18, showing the fluffy male flowers that will never turn into the
'hops' used in brewing.
2. Autumn Gentian: John Goodspeed found this flowering for the first time on Portsdown
on Aug 13
3. Autumn Hawkbit: I found the first of these flowering on Aug 15
4. Autumn Ladies Tresses: These are now out and have been for at least a week before
Aug 13. Last year they were seen on Beachy Head on Aug 8 and the first report of
them on Portsdown was on Aug 9
INSECTS

1. Moths:
o

Evergestis limbata (B&F 1356a): This close relative of the Garden Pebble has
only recently been added to the British list of moths and a specimen taken by
Russell Wynn at Lymington on July 28 was probably only the 8th record for
Hampshire

o

Dentated Pug (B&F 1863): One taken by Russell Wynn at Lymington on June
23 was a new species for my database and has only 50 to 200 records in the
official Hampshire Moths database

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth: One found by Nigel Smith in his garden at Olivers
Battery (southern area of Winchester) on Aug 13 was only the fourth report I
have heard of this year (One at Fareham on July 11, one or two at Portland on
Aug 7 and 8, and now this one)

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Two were present in George Spraggs' garden in
the West Town area of Hayling for at least six days from Aug 8. This again
raises the question which I have posed to myself in past years, usually
concerning Clouded Yellow butterflies, as to why individual migrant insects,
after flying rapidly across land and sea for days on end, suddenly decide to stop
and 'settle down' in a particular place when others keep moving on. The only
answers I can come up with are that the insects get tired of endless flying and
opt for a quiet life when they come to a place that has plenty of food for them, or
- more likely - that they achieve the single ambition of all flying insects by finding
a mate and mating with it after which there is no need to fly furhter. The fact that
there were two in George's garden maybe supports the latter theory?

o

Red-necked Footman (B&F 2039): This is an uncommon species in
Hampshire and so a belated report from Russell Wynn of trapping one at
Lymington on June 19 is still of interest. The first I heard of this year was taken
on June 18 by Tim Norriss on the IoW and the only other Hampshire record I
have heard of was one taken on June 23 by Nick Montegriffo in east Hampshire
(Deadwater Bottom)

o

Bulrush Wainscot (B&F 2369): The first of the year in Hampshire was a female
taken by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in the New Forest on Aug 12 (I have only
heard of one earlier report - from Portland on Aug 8)

o

Webb's Wainscot (B&F 2373): The only report I have heard of this year is of
one taken by Russell Wynn at Lymington on July 28

o

Light Crimson Underwing (B&F 2454): A very good find for Maurice Pugh at
Cadnam in the New Forest on Aug 12 - first of the year for mainland Britain
though I see one was found in the Channel Isles on July 25

2. Other insects:
o

Hornet: Peter Vaughan encountered many of these around Bartley Heath in
north Hampshire on Aug 13 - I assume he was near one or more active nests as
I think it is too early for the young queens to emerge for their mating flights (after
which the social life of the nests breaks up and many Hornets wander
purposelessly round the countryside until they die. (Haven't checked my facts
on this yet)

o

Long-winged Conehead: Peter Vaughan also found several of these on
Bartley Heath on Aug 13. Peter had other bush crickets at Bartley but says he

could not get a good enough view to decide whether they were Roesel's or Bog
Bush Crickets.
o

Golden Orb or Wasp Spider (Argioppe bruennichi): A work colleague of Alan
Thornbury's recently found one of these dramatic spiders in the Meon Valley
near Soberton, and if there is anyone out there who has never seen this beauty
it's well worth going out of your way to find one - a couple of quotes from past
entries in my website may help you to succeed, and this is the best time of year
to find them. The statement in the first quote that they are only found from
Brighton to Bournemouth is no longer true - tales of them being found in
Derbyshire may be the result of one being carried north on the trousers of a
naturalist returning from a visit to the south coast (I have unwittingly brought
them into my own garden by similar means!) but Andy Barker's account of them
at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester (see the Hants Butterfly Conservation
website entry for Aug 10) shows they are well established there,
*** THU 7 AUG 1997 ***
GOLDEN ORB SPIDER: This beautiful orb web spider ARGIOPE
BRUENNICHI is also sometimes called the WASP SPIDER but whatever you
call it must give pleasure to all except arachnophobes. It (or rather she because
it is only the large females that are normally seen) lives mainly on small
grasshoppers and constructs its web in small open areas, across which the
grasshoppers are forced to jump, among long grass.The web is roughly
constructed and almost invisible except for a zig zag of white silk running down
from the centre. When waiting for prey she hangs head down covering up much
of this zig zag but a heavy footfall nearby makes her drop to the ground,
revealing what looks like a wisp of smoke from a carelessly discarded cigarette
and this is what you look for when searching the long dry grass. When she
resumes her watch on the web you will see why I am so enthusiastic about
finding her - full grown in late August her body is the size of a large thumbnail
and is boldly banded in black, white and gold. They are common in suitable
habitat around Havant, but their range in England is only from Brighton to
Bournemouth along the south coast. In September they make egg cases
looking like pink Chinese lanterns hanging from the grass and from these the
spiderlings emerge too small to notice until next summer.
*** SAT 10 JULY 1999***
Today's best find was the first of the gold, black and white banded ARGIOPE
BRUENNICHI spiders on its strange web in the long grass at the IBM North
Harbour site this morning. Naturally the female spider was not as large as she
will be in a month or so when she is gorged on small grasshoppers and full of
eggs, but she was big enough to see from a yard or two away. These spiders
are widely distributed in dry grass land around our area near the coast, and if
you want to see one go to any area of tall dry grass which has grasshoppers
and search for a depression in the grass across which the grasshoppers have to
jump (rather than hopping from stem to stem). In the open area or at its edge
look for what seems to be a tiny wisp of smoke coming up from the ground - it is
actually a vertical re-inforcing strip in the otherwise sparse orb web that the
spider makes. If she is on the web the female spider will be suspended just
below the centre of the web and her body will be covering part of the 'wisp of
smoke' which supports her weight. I say 'the female' because I have never seen
a male on a web of his own - he is a tiny brown bodied spider with no obvious
likeness to the female and although I have seen him on 'her' web I have never
seen a male on a web of his own, which raises the question of how does he

catch food to keep himself going - does he pursue females and steal some of
their captures? I have quite often found webs belonging to this species with no
spider apparently in residence, but I suspect that if these webs are still in good
condition there will be a spider lurking very close. I have sometimes also found
a female on the ground below the web 'feigning dead' when frightened by my
heavy footfalls, but some webs appear to be in good condition but deserted (as
was one this morning) - maybe these are made by the males who can hide
nearby more easily than the big colourful females.
OTHER
1. Common Lizard: First report of young for the year comes from Peter Vaughan at
Bartley Heath near Hook in north Hampshire on Aug 13. When first born (Common
Lizards are I think the only reptiles to give birth to fully formed offspring - the others all
lay eggs in which the young develop outside their mother's body) the Lizards are black
in colour and you are likely to see a number of them together but what Peter saw may
have been born a little while ago as it was alone and had only the tail black - the rest of
the body being a bronze colour. I may not be right about all young being black - the
illustration in my book does not show this but the only family group which I have seen in
the past certainly looked black as they scampered for cover on the fallen log on which
they had been sunbathing. My book says that a female normally gives birth to six or
eight young but a 'litter' of ten is not unknown though the process of giving birth to such
a large number may be spread over a couple of days.
2. Eel: When walking past Langstone Pond this morning (Aug 18) at high tide I saw a
large Eel dead at the foot of the seawall on a tiny bit of the muddy shore not yet
covered by the tide. I could not easily get down to examine it but it looked to be well
over 50 cm long and at least 15cm around its body, and I could see no obvious injuries.
I think the dark brown colour means that it has been living in fresh water (as opposed to
the 'Silver Eels' which come to our coasts from their birthplace in the Sargasso Sea but
remain in the sea water of estuaries), and its size could mean that it is well on the way
to the probable maximum age of 30 years spent in fresh water before returning to
breed in the Atlantic. How it got into the harbour from fresh water and how it met its end
remain a mystery. I know that Eels can make their way for long distances over dry land
so maybe this one was on its return journey and went into the sea voluntarily but
maybe someone had caught it and then decided to dump it rather than eat it. With at
least 30 Egrets and a few Grey Herons in sight on trees behind the pond (high tide
roost) it is not difficult to imagine some of the predators that might kill the Eel in the sea,
but birds and seals would be unlikely to leave the corpse apparently intact!
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1408
Wed 17 Aug
A. Excuse for no Wednesday update
Today was spent driving an elderly relative who has been visiting us back to her home
near Huntingdon - a 320 mile round trip in exhausting heat!
Tue 16 Aug
A. Thorn Apple in Havant
This morning I went to take a closer look at a plant which I noticed recently growing on
the pavement outside the White Hart pub in the centre of Havant which is one of the
Thorn Apple or Henbane family but I found that none of the flower beds had yet
opened to give me a good clue to its identity. (Later in the week I found the plant had
been removed so I will never know its true identity).

Mon 15 Aug
A. Autumn Hawkbit
While walking the dog that I have been landed with while my daughter is on holiday I
noticed today the first roadside bank covered with Autumn Hawkbit flowers

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR AUG 8 - 14 (WEEK 32)
Sun 14 Aug
A. (Sun1408) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1008
BIRDS
1. Shag: One seen off Hill Head near Titchfield Haven on Aug 11 was, I think, the first to
be seen on that stretch of the coast this year. There were sightings at Portsmouth on
Jan 6 and Feb 8, and there have been five sightings in the west Solent but the last of
those was on May 1 since when the only Hampshire sighting was on the Hayling shore
on July 25.
2. Little Egret: The build up of Egret numbers towards the autumn peak continues with a
report of 42 feeding in Christchurch Harbour on Aug 8, an evening roost count of at
least 79 at Langstone Pond on Aug 11 and a night roost count of 45 at Rye Harbour on
Aug 12
3. Great White Egret: One seems to have been at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood in
the Avon valley since July 17 and it was seen again on Aug 11. There may well be two
birds there as two were seen together on July 29 and the Aug 11 sightings were of a
bird on Ibsley Water in the morning and Mockbeggar Lake in the afternoon.
4. Mute Swan: In my previous update I made a guess that there were currently 50 Swans
in the Emsworth area in addition to the three families (which total another 17 birds). On
Aug 11 I cycled along the Emsworth shore and found that there were in fact 80 birds
present in addition to the families (65 on the Town Millpond and 15 off Western
Parade) and I also spoke to local residents living near possible nest sites for the family
with 3 cygnets which recently arrived on the Millpond, getting a negative reply to the
question as to whether Swans had nested this year at both the Oyster Quay 'stilt
houses' and at the south end of Bath Road - maybe both the ‘unknown origin’ families
came from Fowley Island where Swans have nested in the past. Another piece of
rather stale news is that the family which can still be seen on the Thorney Little Deeps
now has only two cygnets left.
5. Canada Goose: A flock of around 200 and a white domestic goose (presumably an
Embden or Roman type) has been back at Titchfield Haven in the past week. The
same number were there in February but by May 25 the count was down to just 30
(including the albino Canada) and in June the only report of them was of two familiy
groups (I never heard any more of them - did they nest there? how many goslings
survived?).

6. Mandarin Duck: There have been two reports of this species at Titchfield Haven
recently and in both cases the sex was not mentioned - Richard Carpenter is to be
thanked for clarifying the situation by saying that a male was there on Aug 10 and a
female on Aug 12.
7. Garganey: No further news of the female/young bird that was at Farlington Marshes
on Aug 8 but on Aug 10 there was another sighting at the Southampton Lower Test
where a female type had been seen on Aug 6.
8. Scaup: A male has been on the River Stour in Kent from Aug 1 to 6. Possibly this is an
escape from a collection as I think Scaup are very unusual in Britain until October at
the earliest.
9. Honey Buzzard: In my previous update I mentioned Mike Gibbons sighting of one
over Noar Hill near Petersfield on Aug 7 as possibly a sign of early departure and on
Aug 10 one was seen going over Portland (though perversely both it and an Osprey
were heading north)
10. Marsh Harrier: News from the Stour Valley in Kent seems to show that at least two
pairs have nested there and on Aug 7 one family had two juveniles, the other three. On
Aug 10 a group of four juveniles were seen there but there is no reason to think that a
third family is involved - maybe only three of the four showed on Aug 7. Elsewhere
there have been several sightings. On Aug 10 Cliff Oakley saw one fly over Burton Mill
pond near Pulborough and on Aug 12 Tony Wilson may have seen the same bird in the
Steyning area (some 30 km south east of Burton Pond). Aug 13 brought a sighting of a
female over the Isle of Wight (seen over the Ventnor downs heading for Brading
Marshes).
11. Hen Harrier: A male was seen in the Kent Stour valley on Aug 9 - the first I have heard
of in Kent since May 14 so I presume it was an early passage bird coming south.
12. Sparrowhawk: Reports of noisy newly fledged young have just come in from both
Titchfield Haven and Pulborough Brooks and I guess that two other incidents reported
this week concern young birds (though neither age nor sex was mentioned in either of
these two reports).
The first unusual observation comes to me via Brian Fellows who passed on a
message he had received from Ann Davies, one of the members of his Brook Meadow
Conservation Group in Emsworth. Ann walked into the sitting room of her house to find
a Sparrowhawk perched on the arm of a sofa, waiting for someone to open the window
to let it out (which was done with little panic on the bird's part!). The hawk had almost
certainly hit another window of the house (leaving an impression of its outline where
the powdery lubricant which birds have in their feathers had been shaken onto the
glass), had come in through an open door and flown through at least one other room to
reach the sitting room.
The other report may also have been the result of a hawk stunning itself on the window
of a house in Leigh Park, then falling to the ground where it was found by a kindly cat
that picked it up and took it as a trophy to its owner. The other theory is that the hawk
was mantling a kill on the ground when it was 'jumped' by the cat (this seems less likely
as the cat would probably have suffered some damage from such an encounter).
However the cat came by this bird it did not do much damage to it and Gary Stevens
(who told me the story) kept the hawk in a quiet dark place overnight and then took it to
Brent Lodge bird hospital south of Chichester for a check up and any necessary care
before release.

13. Osprey: No more local news but on Aug 10 the first of the autumn was seen at
Portland (heading north!) and on Aug 6 one was seen in the Kent Stour valley (where a
non breeding bird may have been hanging around as there are sightings there on June
22, July 5 and now Aug 6).
14. Moorhen: A nest with four eggs in it was found by the River Ems at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Aug 9 (and left undisturbed by the Environment Agency workers who
found it when clearing vegetation from the river). It may of course have been
abandoned some time ago but is quite likely to have been active and may still produce
young. Moorhen parents have several broods and train the young birds hatched from
early broods to stay around the nest and help to feed their younger 'siblings' when they
hatch.
15. Ringed Plover: Numbers at coastal sites are now building rapidly. At Christchurch
Harbour 8 or 9 were present at the start of August and this had risen to 75 by Aug 12,
and at Portland where there had been around 50 at the end of July there were 137 on
Aug 9 and 170 on Aug 11.
16. Golden Plover: None have yet appeared in Hampshire or the Isle of Wight but Sussex
has had one bird near Hastings on Aug 8 and in Kent there have been sightings on Aug
2, 3, 6, 7 and 9, including a flock of 32 birds on Aug 7 and counts of 15 and 16 on Aug
3 and 9
17. Grey Plover: These have started to return to Hampshire from July 31 on - by Aug 9
there were 14 at the Lymington Marshes and on Aug 13 I saw at least half a dozen in
summer plumage (and heard their distinctive calls) on the Chichester Harbour shore
between Langstone and Emsworth.
18. Little Stint: I have already reported early sightings at Sandwich Bay on July 26 and in
Pagham Harbour on July 28, and now Aug 13 has brought two new reports of one at
Rye Harbour and one at Pulborough Brooks
19. Snipe: These are now being widely reported in small numbers but a count of 16 at Rye
Harbour on Aug 13 was only the second in double figures (after 10 in the Kent Stour
Valley on Aug 3)
20. Black-tailed Godwit: Brian Fellows found 96 feeding in Emsworth Harbour on Aug 9
but he tells me that some 300 are present around Thorney Island according to Barry
Collins, making Chichester Harbour currently the place to find large numbers - the only
other area reporting 100 or more is the west Solent with counts of around 100 at the
Lymington Marshes on Aug 9 (and across the water in Yarmouth harbour on Aug 7)
21. Bar-tailed Godwit: These remain very scarce with only 14 reports since the beginning
of July, and no count of more than 6 (at Rye on July 27 and at Lymington on Aug 9)
22. Spotted Redshank: Tom Bickerton saw one at the mouth of the Beaulieu River on
Aug 7 (probably in all black summer dress though he does not say so) and this was the
only sighting this month (two had been seen at Hill Head off Titchfield Haven on July
7).
23. Greenshank: These are now widely distributed in small numbers making a count of 17
at the Lymington Marshes on Aug 9 a noteworthy exception.
24. Wood Sandpiper: I have heard of 16 sightings since the start of July but the only one
in Hampshire remains the one seen at the Vyne north of Basingstoke on July 9. Latest
report comes from Christchurch Harbour where one was put up by a low flying Buzzard
on Aug 11.

25. Med Gull: There were still up to 13 in the Gosport area on Aug 13 so they have not yet
deserted Hampshire for the Isle of Wight.
26. Little Gull: The first year bird which has been at Christchurch Harbour since May 16
(maybe since Apr 14) is now moulting into adult plumage
27. Lesser Blackback Gull: The Kent Stour Valley website reported the start of a
noticeable westerly passage there on Aug 12 (a few have been seen daily since the
beginning of August)
28. Yellow-legged Gull: The highest Hampshire count for this year so far was made by
Paul Winter at the head of Southampton Water on Aug 11 when he had more than 69
birds on the mud off Redbridge at low tide. The only other substantial counts in
Hampshire were of 51 in the same area on June 25 and 68 thereabouts on July 2.
There have been no other bigger counts in adjacent counties, the closest being 30+ in
Pagham Harbour on Aug 7.
29. Caspian Tern: A couple of tentative reports with no one claiming a confident sighting on Aug 9 there was an anonymous Birdguides report of one at Tanners Lane (just east
of Lymington) and on Aug 11 Bill Marjeram and others saw one off Titchfield Haven.
Bill writes .. "Caught sight of a bird overhead and going away today which enlisted the
remark "Look at the size of that B****y Sandwich Tern" - this was a big tern, and the
scaling on the back was wrong for a Sandwich, very striking though. Next picked it up
flying away again SE out to sea, always viewed from behind. Flight pattern definitely
not tern like, gull like but with "something of a miniature gannet action about the wings".
Probably be just another iffy one, but got us going for a while."
I think that officially Hampshire has only two records of this species - the first was at
Milford on sea in June 1974 and the second was at Titchfield Haven shore on 24 April
1995, seen by Trevor Carpenter and Richard Levett, (this is a good opportunity to send
good wishes to Trevor who is currently recovering from 'hospitalisation' but is well
enough to have been taken to Stokes Bay on at least one outing). Un-officially there
was a brief sighting in the Lymington area on 12 June 2001, and 2002 brought a
Sussex sighting on 20 June 2002 (one flying south down the R Ouse towards
Newhaven) and another possible sighting of a tern large enough to attack a Heron in
Pagham Harbour on 8 Aug 2002.
30. Roseate Tern: Three were still in the Titchfield Haven area on Aug 13, seen by Ian
Calderwood.
31. Black Tern: One has been at Titchfield Haven from Aug 4 to at least Aug 12 but no
substantial passage has yet started.
32. Eagle Owl: No further news on the mystery of the Funtington Eagle Owl except the
negative news that Tom Bickerton now believes that the pigeon carcase which he
found in his workplace carpark near Funtington is more likely to have been the result of
a chance encounter between the pigeon and a local Buzzard (which he has seen)
rather than an Eagle Owl (which he has not seen).
33. Swift: Derek Hale saw one at Ryde Pier (IoW) on Aug 10 and commented that 'most
Swifts departed yesterday', but there have been sightings along the coast on Aug 11,
12 and 13 (with more than 5 over Luccombe Down on the IoW on Aug 13).
34. Kingfisher: Although I have yet to see one back at Langstone Mill John Goodspeed
heard of one there a couple of weeks back and when I was counting Egrets on the
evening of Aug 11 I was told by a passer by that he had seen one there quite recently
(describing how it typically flew along parallel to the seawall when disturbed).

35. Swallow: Although the main passage is still some way off some birds have started
heading south. On Aug 12 the Portland website noted that 'an increasing number are
now going south' and on Aug 13 Ian Calderwood watched 6 fly south across the water
from Stokes Bay at Gosport.
36. House Martin: Ian Calderwood also saw 6 House Martins fly south from Stokes Bay at
Gosport on Aug 13.
On Aug 7 Tom Bickerton had an interesting and puzzling observation of House Martins
in Emsworth: driving along Westbourne Ave at 5 o'clock (presumably pm) he saw a
flock of more than 40 crowding round a single telegraph post (outside number 64 if
anyone wants to check the evidence) with some birds clinging to the post and others
perched on the wires. They were partly disturbed when he drove past but quickly
returned to the post. Aug 7 was a sunny day with little wind and I suppose they could
have been feeding on a stream of ants climbing the pole to take off on their mating
flight but I wonder if they could have decided to use the pole as their night roost.
The question of where migrant House Martins spend their nights has come up before they do not join the Swallows and Sand Martins in the reed beds but do (at least on
occasions) sleep clinging to a vertical surface (I have seen then on the wall of a
building in Mill Lane at Bedhampton in Havant). Other people have seen flocks going
into the tops of oak trees but not seen where they slept in the trees (perched along
branches or clinging to the rough bark of the trunk). Maybe this flock was thinking of
settling on the pole for the night but 5pm would be an early bedtime!
37. Rock Pipit: On Aug 11 Trevor Guy saw one near the Pagham Harbour entrance possibly the first indication of these birds appearing along the coast away from their
breeding places.
38. Yellow Wagtail: Passage in now definitely under way with 22 reports since Aug 6
(including my own first over the Warblington shoreline on Aug 13). No news yet from
Titchfield Haven but more than 230 birds spent the night of Aug 12 at Rye Harbour.
Hampshire now has four reports but the highest count here is of 4 seen by Trevor
Carpenter at Stokes Bay, Gosport, on Aug 9
39. Cetti's Warbler: On the evening of Aug 11 I was surprised to hear one brief burst of
song from a bird at Langstone Mill Pond. On Aug 6 the Dungeness website also
commented that a bird there was 'still singing'
40. Aquatic Warbler: The first mention of these for the autumn comes from Philip
Lymbery via John Goodspeed. Philip was with ringers at Farlington Marshes on Aug 7
when they caught and ringed two birds - normally those caught on autumn passage
are all juveniles but one of these was an adult. Interestingly Farlington had the first
record last autumn with one there on Aug 8 followed by one at Thorney Island on Aug
10 and one ringed at Titchfield Haven on Aug 13 - the only other report for the autumn
of 2004 was of one at the Pannel Valley near Rye on Sept 4. I guess that news of many
others caught by ringers remains in their notebooks as the last mentioned bird was
only reported because it was number 100 caught at the Pannel Valley over the years)
41. Sedge Warbler: Several sites have commented recently on a shortage of Sedge
Warblers but Philip Lymbery tells us that more than 70 were ringed at Farlington on
Aug 7. It is true that the highest number reported in July and Aug before Aug 7 was just
20 birds at Portland on Aug 2 but it is also true that on Aug 8 a count of 120 came from
Christchurch Harbour showing someone had pulled the cork out of the bottle.
42. Wood Warbler: One at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 8 was only the third report for the
autumn after one at Beachy Head on July 31 and another at Christchurch on Aug 1.

43. Willow Warbler: These are still departing in large numbers (195 at Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 8) and I have now heard one singing as it passed my garden on the
morning of Aug 11, then on Aug 13 had my first view of one of the bright yellow
juveniles perched in Tamarisks on the Warblington shore (where I picked it up by its
distinctive two syllabled plaintive call).
44. Spotted Flycatcher: Just four more sightings on Aug 9, 11 and 12 - all singles except
for two seen together on the IoW on Aug 11. The only Hampshire bird was on Old
Winchester Hill on Aug 9.
45. Raven: Two more local Hampshire sightings: on Aug 8 one went west over Old
Winchester Hill and on Aug 13 one went east over Horndean, south of Butser Hill.
PLANTS
1. Slender Hare's Ear: My search for this unusual umbellifer has at last met with success
with more than 50 plants in flower on the seawall of north west Thorney Island. If
anyone wants to see them head south from the Little Deeps with the seawall on your
right and the 'canal' on your left. The canal bank is free of gorse bushes for some
distance but stop when you come to the first bush beside the track you are on and look
at the seawall edge of the track about ten metres north of the gorse.
I still call this an 'umbellifer' but I see that an article by Mervyn Southam in the latest
Hampshire Biodiversity Centre newsletter under the title "A first look at the Hampshire
Apiaceae" begins by saying "Formerly known as the Umbelliferae, the Apiaceae
embrace a wide range of plant species ..."
2. Devils Bit Scabious: Richard Carpenter has found this species in flower in the Botley
Woods on Aug 7.
3. Arrowhead, Flowering Rush and Frogbit: All are now in flower in the Pett Level area
between Hastings and Rye - this news from the Rye Bay website on Aug 10
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Grizzled Skipper: Cliff Oakley of the Petersfield Wildlife Group was at Old
Winchester Hill on Aug 9 when he saw a single Grizzled Skipper which must be
from a second brood (the spring generation were on the wing from April 15 to
June 23). As far as I can see second broods have only been recorded in
Hampshire in 1976, 83, 89, 2002 and 2004 before this 2005 find (but as all
these seem to be 'one day wonders' with very few insects emerging, and then
only at one site, it is qute possible that there was no one present to witness the
wonder in some of the other years!)

o

Clouded Yellow: Recent reports include late news of a helice female at
Magdalen Hill Down (currently the Hampshire hotspot for them with almost daily
sightings including a pair seen mating on Aug 8) and a count of three seen by
Brian Fellows on the north west seawall of Thorney Island on Aug 9. In Sussex
Terry Meakins had two at Seaford Head on Aug 12 (when Richard Levett had a
single near Warsash on the Hampshire coast). On Aug 10 Mike Skelton found
more than 70 recently laid eggs on the Boscombe undercliff area in
Bournemouth.

o

Small Copper: One was at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 8 and Aug 9 brought
three sightings - one in Basing Forest, two at Ropley and one near the Thorney
Island Little Deeps

o

Small Blue: The first brood were out from May 1 to June 20 and the summer
brood emerged on July 21 but seems to have faded out by the end of July and a
single sighting of two butterflies on Portsdown (west) by Adrian Hoskins on Aug
7 is the only report since July 31 and may mark the emergence of new
butterflies.

o

Brown Argus: These seem to be very rare on Portsdown Hill and Alan
Thornbury is very pleased to have seen just one last year and one this year (on
Aug 8). This year he managed to get a good photo of the underside to back up
his field identification. As far as Alan knows there are no other records from
Portsdown in this or any other year.

o

Adonis Blue: This species has been introduced to the Old Winchester Hill site
on more than one occasion in past years but at the moment it appears to be
doing well there with sightings starting on May 27 (first of the year was seen at
Martin Down on May 26) and continuing up to June 19 (last date for the first
generation in Hampshire). Now Cliff Oakley has seen the first of the second
generation there on Aug 9 (no other reports from elsewhere so far).

o

Holly Blue: The first of the summer brood seem to have started to appear on
July 9 (last spring butterfly seen June 19) but it is only now (Aug 10) that a
sighting of ten butterflies in three minutes in Bournemouth seems to mark a real
outburst of them - we hope similar numbers appear elsewhere.

o

Painted Lady: A sighting of one on the Langstone South Moors on Aug 7 was
just one of four reports that day (others at Noar Hill, Stockbridge Down and
Portland Bill) and more recently one was at Seaford in Sussex on Aug 12 and
one at Luccombe Down on the IoW on Aug 13.

2. Moths: Ten newcomers to my year list ...
o

Carnation Tortrix (Cacoecimorpha pronubana B&F 985): In Adrian Hoskins
house at Bedhampton, Havant, on Aug 11

o

Small Fan-footed Wave (B&F 1702): First was taken at Titchfield Haven on
July 27

o

Barred Rivulet (B&F 1804): Taken on Aug 8 by Nick Montegriffo near
Basingstoke

o

Garden Tiger (B&F 2057): First was taken at Titchfield Haven on July 27

o

Svensson's Copper Underwing (B&F 2298): First was taken at Titchfield
Haven on July 27

o

Flounced Rustic (B&F 2298): Taken on Aug 8 by Nick Montegriffo near
Basingstoke

o

The Crescent (B&F 2368): First was taken at Titchfield Haven on July 27

o

Bulrush Wainscot (B&F 2369): First taken at Portland Bill on Aug 8

o

Dioryctria sylvestrella - Taken by Tony Dobson at Headley (between
Basingstoke and Newbury) on Aug 4. I do not have a B&F number for this
species but will no doubt be able to discover it from Mike Wall's excellent
Hampshire Moths website when I next go online.

o

Crimson Underwing (Catocala) species: One was found in a spider's web in
the Yarmouth area of the Isle of Wight on Aug 9 but I have a different problem in

recording this one as it's species has not yet been determined and it may be
new to Britain,
o

The Delicate (B&F 2195): Not a first for the year but the first since May 18 taken at Portland on Aug 11

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Four more reports - three on Aug 8 from Old
Winchester Hill and from Wickham in the Meon Valley, and from the West Town
area of Hayling - then one on Aug 9 from Luccombe Down on the IoW. These
bring the total of reports for this year to 68.

3. Other Insects:
o

Helophilus pendulus: This is the likely name of a beautiful hoverfly with
longitudinal black and yellow stripes on its thorax and legs mostly yellow which
was found and photographed by John Goodspeed on Wickham Common (east
of Wickham in the Meon Valley) on Aug 11. Although we have John's photo
neither he nor I have books to identify Hoverflies - suggestions for good books
most welcome!

OTHER
1. Hedgehog: On Aug 13 I noticed a roadside Hedgehog corpse outside the old Havant
cemetery at the south end of New Lane in Havant and realised that I have probably
seen only a couple of other corpses this year where in the past they were almost a
weekly sight on our roads. That probably gives a good index of the decline of the
Hedgehog population.
2. Badger: David Rogers was surprised to see one of these normally nocturnal animals
snuffling around in grass in the Pannell Valley (east of Rye) in broad daylight at noon
on Aug 13 - perhaps it had just been evicted by the Badger Big Brother?
3. Grey Seal: These are uncommon in the central and east parts of the English Channel
where any Seals seen are normally Common Seals. I heard of single sightings in each
of Jan, Mar, Apr and May this year (at only two sites - Portland and the west Solent).
Now after a gap of three months with no reports there is a reliable sighting from Rye
Harbour on Aug 9 and another from Portland on Aug 13
4. Water Vole: The Environment Agency have recently been carrying out essential
clearance of the River Ems at Emsworth, removing vegatation and anything else that
could block the water flow and cause flooding when the autumn and winter rains start
to fall, but they are aware of the Water Voles there and have left plenty of food and
cover for them. Brian Fellows was told that they saw two voles while doing the work
(and found a Moorhen's nest with four eggs in it - that was also left undisturbed)
5. Adder: On Aug 12 David Freeman was walking in Havant Thicket with his wife and
young son when his wife pushed back a bramble branch with her hand to reveal a large
basking adder just 30cm (1 foot) below her hand. This was at 9:30 in the morning and
the snake had probably not warmed up enough to react rapidly and this is just the sort
of situation in which people and dogs do get bitten - the snake is not intentionally
attacking the person or dog but is acting in self-defence after being violently disturbed
from its day dreaming. In this case no harm came to either party as the snake was
seen in time.
One important factor to remember when in places where adders abound (and there are
lots of them in Havant Thicket) is that the snakes have no ears and cannot hear your
approach via airborne sounds - they can only feel the vibration of your footsteps
through the ground, so it is up to you to give them warning of your approach, preferably

using a long stick to probe the ground ahead if you are walking through heather or
bracken that could conceal a snake on the ground.
I remember two personal 'accidental' encounters with snakes in Havant Thicket (as
well as quite a few occasions when I have deliberately gone to look for them and seen
them in favoured basking places). One was when I was using a 'short cut' across rough
ground that had become overgrown. I found an Adder basking in an open spot and
waited for it to retreat into cover but unfortunately it headed for the bracken in the place
where I intended to go, and it left its tail out in the open to show that it had stopped
where I had to walk. I did not have a stick with me so I pulled a tall frond of bracken and
used it to tickle the tail of the snake until it got under way again, and I then took good
care to tread heavily and disturb the bracken in front of me as I continued on my route.
The other encounter was with a Grass Snake when I was cycling along one of the
broad tracks in the thicket and the Grass Snake (apparently not 'hearing' the approach
of the cycle) came out of cover and headed at high speed across the track just in front
of my wheels, causing me to brake and swerve to avoid it. I hate to think what would
have happened had the snake charged into the spokes of the rotating wheel!
6. Pointed Snail (Cochlicella acuta): This small snail has a shell in the shape of a
'dunce's hat' less than 15mm tall and at most 6mm across the base. The shell is whitish
grey in colour and looks more suited to a sea shell than a land snail but it does live on
land in dry places near the coast. I first found this snail in the grounds of the IBM HQ at
Portsmouth where in the late 1980s it could sometimes be seen in thousands during
hot weather when it, like other snail species living on exposed ground, climbs whatever
is nearest to be just a few inches above the ground where the temperature is many
degrees lower than that on the ground. Some would climb plant stems but hundreds of
others used to climb wooden posts marking the edge of the carpark.
In recent years the colony at the IBM site seems to have become extinct and while I
continue to look for the snails there I have this year seen none whereas on Aug 11 I
saw probably a hundred or more at the only other site I know of for them - the seawall
of Thorney Island at the west end of the Great Deeps.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1008
Sat 13 Aug
A. Havant to Warblington along the shore
This outing gave me my first returning Grey Plovers in their silver and black breeding
plumage, my first Yellow Wagtail of the year (flyng south but circling uncertainly when
it met the sea), and a lovely view of a bright yellow juvenile Willow Warbler. A
Greenshank was the only unexpected wader
Thu 11 Aug
A. North west Thorney
At home in the early morning a passing Willow Warbler sang briefly as it made its way
down the old rail track running behind my Havant garden.
In the afternoon I cycled to the Thorney Deeps west and found my first Slender Hare’s
Ear and a flourishing colony of Pointed Snails (Cochlicella acuta) on the seawall
(which also had around twenty Common Blue butterflies)
On the way home I counted a total of 80 Mute Swans in the Emsworth area, and in the
evening I counted at least 79 Egrets coming to roost in the trees behind Langstone
Millpond (from which I heard brief Cetti’s Warbler song).

Wed 10 Aug
A. Autumn weeds
Walking round Havant today I saw fresh specimens of Thale Cress and Hairy
Bittercress in flower, reminding me of the great variety of wild flowers which re-appear
in the autumn - in particular in arable fields after the harvest has been gathered, letting
the light reach the ground. Rain predicted for this weekend should hasten the process.
Also seen in Havant today was a good show of Wall Lettuce in the gravel filled ‘labour
saving garden’ of flats facing onto East Street and an fresh plant of Sticky Groundsel
which has left its seaside habitat for a life in the pavement cracks of the town.
B. (Wed1008) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0708
BIRDS
1. Little Grebe: On Aug 8 one of several pairs on Budds Farm pools here in Havant had
three newly hatched chicks out on the water, attracting attention by their incessant
squeaking demands for food
2. Great Crested Grebe: On July 27 the Sandwich Bay website reported that the 'first of
the autumn' had just returned to the sea off east Kent and on Aug 8 when I was at
Broadmarsh on the shore of Langstone Harbour I could distantly see the expected
flock of more than 30 back in the Chalkdock area.
3. Red-necked Grebe: Since the last of the winter birds was seen off Selsey Bill on
March 26 there has been one sighting of a passage bird already in summer plumage
off Bexhill (east of Hastings) on April 11 and two reports from Portland Harbour off
Weymouth on May 14 and 15. Now one has been seen off Dungeness on Aug 6 to
mark the start of their return to our waters.
4. Fulmar: In my previous notes I indicated that quite a few Kittiwake are still at their cliff
nests near Seaford in East Sussex and now Derek Hale tells us that on Aug 6 three
adult Fulmars were still at their cliff nests near St Catherine's Point on the IoW with two
juveniles (presumably still unfledged)
5. Balearic Shearwater: A sighting of 7 off Portland Bill on Aug 6 was the 50th sighting I
have heard of this year since they started to appear on June 15. Starting with a group
of 9 off Portland on July 22 this is the sixth report of more than 5 birds in a day at any
one site (in this case either Portland or Dungeness).
6. Cattle Egret: A ninth sighting for the year comes from the Sandwich Bay area on Aug
4. Eight of the previous sightings have been east of Brighton and no more has been
heard of the bird over the New Forest on July 21
7. White Stork: One in the Eastbourne area on Aug 3 is the 32nd in my database for the
year. Nothing more has been heard of the bird which flew west from Shoreham over
Langstone to Titchfield Haven between June 23 and 25.
8. Spoonbill: Owen Mitchell had a distant sighting of one in Pagham Harbour on Aug 6 he thinks it was a juvenile but so far no one else seems to have spotted it.
9. Mute Swan: The summer flock in the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour
numbered at least 105 when I was there on Aug 9 and another summer flock of around
30 was in Cutmill Creek north of Bosham. I am not sure if there are other large flocks in
Chichester Harbour but I guess there are at least 50 in and around Emsworth (I have

only seen the flock on the Town Millpond from the main road in passing but last year
the numbers counted there were 63 on July 30 and 62 around Aug 20). Also seen
locally on Aug 8 were the Langstone Mill family of a pair with 4 cygnets on the
Langstone Mill Pond and the Budds Farm pools pair with their three cygnets (including
the Polish bird). Up to Aug 7 three families could be seen at Emsworth in addition to the
flock of adults - the Peter Pond pair had lost their Polish cygnet but still have four
youngsters with them, and the two other pairs of unknown origins have 3 and 4 cygnets
respectively.
10. Shelduck: I had a brief look at the Budds Farm pools here in Havant on Aug 8 and
could see one adult and four well grown juvenile Shelduck - all seven young could
have been present as they were spread out and there is lots of vegetation to hide them
(I only saw the adult briefly as it swam behind a dense Weeping Willow).
11. Mallard: At Fishbourne Mill Pond on Aug 9 I saw a family of seven 'day old ducklings'
on the water - they must have hatched well after Aug 1.
12. Garganey: Following David Holland's sighting of a female/juvenile at the Southampton
Lower Test reserve on Aug 6 another three female plumage birds have been seen at
Farlington Marshes by Bob Marchant on Aug 8 (initially seen on the Deeps, they then
flew west but may not have left the reserve). I understand that the only sure way to
separate Garganey from eclipse Teal is to see the white spot at the base of the bill.
13. Pochard: Although I did not record it I thought I saw a female Pochard on the Budds
Farm pools on Aug 8 (it was on the water and diving and its large round head and
flattened body suggested Pochard) but I subsequently saw there were some on the
move in southern Hampshire this past weekend - on Aug 6 Ian Pibworth saw five circle
the Testwood Lakes before flying on west and he also had one on the water there.
14. Honey Buzzard: We can but hope for another autumn passage like that in September
2000 when Sussex recorded an incredible day total of 156 Honey Buzzards on Sept
30, but it would seem that at least one Honey Buzzard is already on the move, giving
Mike Gibbons a great view as it flew over Noar Hill at Selborne where he was
butterfly-watching on Aug 7. Two other birders present at the time confirmed Mike's
observation
15. Red Kite: On Aug 7 one was flying with a Buzzard over the Findon Valley on the
northern fringe of Worthing
16. Marsh Harrier: I recently reported the first sign of autumn passage through Hampshire
with a Marsh Harrier at Titchfield Haven on Aug 3 and now Marcus Ward has seen the
second, an adult male going west over the Lymington marshes on Aug 7
17. Sparrowhawk: On Aug 7 Alan Kitson was on the Sussex Downs at Round Hill (above
Steyning on the west bank of the R Adur) when he found an uncut wheat crop alive
with small birds (including 130 Corn Buntings). A Sparrowhawk tried to take one of the
Corn Buntings, missed, and ended up as they often do perched on the nearest support
to recoup its energies - in this case the nearest support was a bunch of wheat stems
giving an unusual view of a Sparrowhawk 'swaying in the breeze'.
18. Osprey: Also on the Sussex Downs north of Worthing on Aug 7 was Rebecca Rees
and near Cissbury Ring she had the impressive sight of a group of three Ospreys flying
south together, calling to each other and swooping down to land briefly in the trees.
19. Kestrel: On Aug 6 Peter Coward was on Mount Caburn which towers over the
confluence of the Ouse and Glynde just south of Lewes and saw a family party of five
Kestrels hovering some 30 metres apart in a long straight line as the juveniles learnt
the art of hover-hunting from their parents. Another report of Kestrels comes from

Doug Robertson at Hambledon (east of the Meon valley) - Doug says that the two
Kestrels and three Hobbies which he regularly sees around the village are all adept at
catching Summer Chafers and he recently noted one of the Hobbies taking as many as
eight in a minute. The Hobbies of course have the art of eating their insect prey on the
wing whereas I would expect the Kestrels to have to land each time they make a catch
before eating it.
20. Avocet: An Avocet was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool of Pagham Harbour on both Aug
6 and 7 and could possibly be the first of those that decide to spend the winter at
Pagham rather than fly further west but we will have to wait and see on that one. In the
meantime three others turned up at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 8 - these were seen
to fly in from the west but it would be wishful thinking to imagine that Poole Harbour
and the Exe estuary are already fully booked for the winter and have started turning
winter visitors away!
21. Little Ringed Plover: After seeing 126 reports of these for the year at many different
sites one has at last turned up at Farlington Marshes. It was seen by the stream there
on Aug 8 by Bob Marchant.
22. Golden Plover: The last spring bird was probably the one at Lymington marshes on
May 1 though an injured bird stayed on at Christchurch Harbour until May 22. Another
'odd bird' was in Kent on July 17 and 18 but the first proper autumn birds seem to have
now arrived with singles at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 6 and in the Rye area of East
Sussex on Aug 8. Last year a party of 14 arrived at Rye Harbour on Aug 9 and 102
were there on Aug 13. We can expect singles or small parties to be seen in Hampshire
during August but no flocks normally reach us until the end of September.
23. Grey Plover: The first returnee in summer pluamge has already been seen in the
Lymington area before the end of July but a better sign of their return came on Aug 4
when a party of 11 birds (adults in summer plumage accompanied by juveniles) were
seen at Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight
24. Purple Sandpiper: An unusually early bird was seen at Sandwich Bay on July 24 - no
others reported yet. Last year the first did not reach Sussex until Sept 30 and none
were in Hampshire until Oct 24.
25. Ruff: One was at the eastern gravel pits at Chichester on Aug 5 - I suspect it was an
oddity like those at Titchfield Haven on July 9 and 28, but looking at last year I see that
Ruff were being seen daily at various sites in and around Hampshire from Aug 10
onwards.
26. Whimbrel: Although no large flocks are currently being reported early to mid August is
usually the time when the greatest number of reports of these on autumn passage are
made and there are plenty about at the moment. One thing that caught my attention
when having a look at the Sandwich Bay website recently is that they had counts of 62
there in east Kent on July 27 and another 47 on July 29, while an even earlier flock of
27 flew south over the Cuckmere Haven (near Beachy Head) on July 23. Last year the
largest count of birds on autumn passage was of 40 at Farlington Marshes during the
July 17 WeBS count. Maybe it is normal for large numbers of these birds to move
rapidly south in July leaving a long trail of slower moving stragglers during August?
27. Wood Sandpiper: Owen Mitchell had a Wood Sandpiper at the Chichester eastern
pits on Aug 5, with 13 Green and 9 Common Sandpipers also there.
28. Common Sandpiper: Plenty of reports of these recently with the highest count (18
birds) from Christchurch Harbour on Aug 6.

29. Common Gull: I was interested to see one over my garden catching ants with many
Black-heads on Aug 9. I guess they will soon become a common sight among the
many gulls commuting inland to fields from the harbours around Havant.
30. Yellow-legged Gull: An anonymous report of more than 30 seen at Pagham Harbour
on Aug 7 can be seen on Ian Barnard's website and so far this is the only report of
these gulls at Pagham this summer.
Looking back to 1997 I see that there was a peak count of 318 there on Aug 1; in 1998
293 were there on Aug 28; in 1999 the peak was 255 on July 28; and in 2000 the peak
count was down to 110 on Aug 11. Then in 2001 the figure was up to 220 on July 17
and in 2002 it was up again to 240 on July 22 but in 2003 it dropped to 140 on Aug 12
and in 2004 the highest count I have seen was just 20 there on Aug 12
In 1997 there was a Hampshire record count (for that date) of 43 at the head of
Southampton Water in August and in 1998 the count was 72. In 1999 there were 65
there at the end of July and in 2000 the peak was 47 on July 29; 2001 saw 69 present
on Aug 12 and 2002 saw an August count of 94 followed by a county record count of
104 on Oct 5 (in all other years there have been few anywhere as late as October).
2003 brought a new county record of 169 on July 31 and the count went up again in
2004 to 174 on Aug 21. The 2005 peak is yet to come but the year has already seen a
couple of high counts much earlier in the year than usual - 51 on June 25 and 68 on
July 2.
One not very scientific conclusion that might be drawn from these figures is that
Southampton Water has now become the favourite summer holiday resort of these
birds and that Pagham Harbour has fallen out of favour with them.
31. Turtle Dove: Aug 7 saw the first departing Turtle Dove passing through Portland Bill
(following one already reported at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 4)
32. Ring-necked Parakeet: A pair of these were at Angmering (near the A27 north of
Worthing) for several days up to July 27
33. Long-eared Owl: In connection with the unexpected sighting of one at Farlington
Marshes on Aug 4 I see that there was one in the Sandwich Bay area on July 20. I
guess that was equally unexpected there at that date and I wonder if some
Long-eareds are copying the Short-eared Owls which occasionally stay the summer
on the south coast?
34. Nightjar: What was probably a departing migrant was flushed on Luccombe Down
(above the Ventnor/Shanklin coast of the IoW) by day on Aug 8.
35. Kingfisher: On Aug 6 Adrian Martin was surprised to see one perched on mud
(presumably overlooking one of the tidal channels) at the Lymington Marshes. This
may well have been a juvenile that has never seen the sea before and is having to
learn how to catch fish in it without any tuition. On Aug 8 I saw my first autumn bird
back on a more conventional iron rail perch above the Hermitage Stream (just south of
the A27 here in Havant).
36. Tree Pipit: A group of 8 arrived at Christchurch Harbour on Aug 6 and on Aug 7 Mark
Rolfe found one somewhere in the open fields between south west Fareham and
Stubbington.
37. Yellow Wagtail: Following the first autumn bird in Hampshire on Aug 6 (at
Hook/Warsash) Ian Pibworth had another single at the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton on Aug 7

38. White Wagtail: A second autumn vagrant was at Haseley Manor on the IoW on Aug 6
following the first seen at Portland on Aug 2
39. Nightingale: Portland had its first of the autumn on Aug 8 (after one near Rye in East
Sussex on Aug 3)
40. Black Redstart: What seems to have been the first autumn vagrant/passage bird was
on the shore at Barton on Sea (west of Lymington) among a group of Wheatears on
Aug 8.
41. Whinchat: In additon to the Wheatears two juvenile Whinchat were present at Barton
on Sea on Aug 8 and that day also saw the first autumn Whinchat at Farlington
Marshes
42. Wheatear: Aug 7 brought 50 to Portland Bill and on Aug 8 there were 70 there.
43. Willow Warbler: No report has so far beaten the count of 250 at Portland on Aug 2 but
a count of 150 at Beachy Head on Aug 6 shows that there is some competition among
the birds as to where the best take off point for the sea crossing is to be found. Also on
Aug 6 I see the first mention of the bright yellow of the juvenile Willow Warblers remarked on by Derek Hale on the Isle of Wight, Another comment of interest comes
from Cliff Dean at Guestling Wood north of Hastings where he heard several singing
on Aug 7.
44. Spotted Flycatcher: Church Norton had the first of the autmn there on Aug 6
45. Pied Flycatcher: Another single was at Portland on Aug 7 and Christchurch Harbour
had one on both Aug 7 and 8
46. Starling: On Aug 8 I noticed several of this years young birds had almost finished
growing their sparkling new adult feathers.
47. Linnet: Derek Hale had the first substantial autumn flock of these on Aug 6 with some
250 in stubble near St Catherine's Point on the south of the IoW
48. Crossbill: Four new reports of these come from the East Sussex coast between Aug 6
and 8 - only small numbers of up to a dozen birds.
49. Corn Bunting: On Aug 7 Alan Kitson came on a flock of 130 birds in an uncut wheat
field on the Sussex Downs above Steyning (west of the R Adur). This is by far the
biggest count anywhere since the winter peak of 366 at Rye Harbour on Feb 11 and
the small numbers reported in Sussex since then make me wonder if these birds have
'come out of the woodwork' in Sussex to form an autumn flock or if they have come
from much further away (perhaps across the Channel?)
PLANTS
1. Dwarf Mallow: On Aug 9 I found a good show of these plants newly flowering under
the apple trees in the orchards at Nutbourne on the north shore of Chichester Harbour
where they seem to thrive as a result of early spraying of weed killer on the ground
under the apple trees, removing the other weeds that would otherwise choke out this
low growing plant. To see them walk west from Nutbourne Farm Lane and look at the
trees just east of the house which the path passes,
2. Purple Loosestrife: On Aug 8 there was a great show of flowers on these plants in
two places seen from the Wayfarer's Way path where the Hermitage Stream passes
the Bedhampton springs. I wouls think this has been flowering for at least a week and
am surprised to be the first to report it.

3. Corn Parsley: Another plant which has been flowering for much longer but has not
been reported until I went to the Fishbourne meadows on Aug 9 (when the plants were
partly gone to seed)
4. Amphibious Bistort: At least six spikes of this were topped by pink flowers when I
was at Fishbourne Meadows on Aug 9
5. Sea Aster: This also was starting to flower at the Fishbourne Meadows on Aug 9
6. Goldenrod species: I gather that there are at least 100 species of Goldenrod that
have been imported from north America as garden plants and that they are difficult to
separate but if anyone wants to have a try go to Farm Lane at Nutbourne and look on
the 'waste ground' across the road from the public path to the shore. It should be easy
to spot the bright yellow flowers but less easy to name them.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Richard Carpenter recently commented that these are in
short supply so far this year and this opinon has been confirmed by a gap of 5
days before the next report of one - a sighting by Mark Rolfe in the Stubbington
area south of Fareham on Aug 7.

o

Common Darter: These too are not yet as common as usual but on Aug 9 I had
the first in my Havant garden and later than day saw another at Nutbourne near
Chichester.

2. Butterflies:
o

Silver-spotted Skipper: Stockbridge Down remains the only site at which
these have been seen (no doubt they are out elsewhere but I have not seen
reports of them) and on Aug 7 Peter Eeles found 22 on the wing there.

o

Dingy Skipper: A second report of a presumed second brood Dingy Skipper
comes from Andy Barker who saw just one at Martin Down on Aug 6

o

Clouded Yellow: The rate at which these are being seen has definitely
speeded up with 8 new sightings between Aug 5 and 9. On Aug 7 Barry Clark
found four in the Butser Hill area and on Aug 9 I had my own first sight of one
nectaring on Knapweed at Nutbourne near Chichester. Two other reports were
of 'several' specimens at Portland Bill and Magdalen Hill Down near
Winchester.

o

Brown Hairstreak: By Aug 7 the count at Noar Hill had risen to at least 7 (seen
by Mike Gibbons who saw all three Hampshire Hairstreak species there, i.e.
Purple and White-Letter as well as Brown, among 24 butterfly species which
included White Admiral which is not normally seen at Noar Hill).

o

Painted Lady: Recent reports have brought the count of August sightings up to
18 but none of these sightings has been of more butterflies than the 7 seen on
Portsdown on July 29

o

Peacock: This species seems to be doing well with with twenty sightings this
month, including one sighting of an estimated 50 butterflies at Vernditch Chase
(just north of Martin Down, across the A354 in Wiltshire) on Aug 8. Three other
sightings have been of 20 or more: we have already reported an estimated 30 at
Stockbridge Down on Aug 2, then on Aug 3 there were more than 20 at Fleet

Pond and on Aug 6 Andrew Brookes counted 23 on Buddlieas at Longstock by
the River Test.
One reason why it is often difficult to assess the total number of butterflies
emerging at this time of year is that many individuals of those species which
hibernate go into hibernation mode almost immediately after emerging - one
such insect has already managed to penetrate my home, going through at least
a couple of rooms and down a dark corridor to take up position for the 'long
sleep' near the top of the wall of the downstairs toilet which is dark and cool.
o

Comma: This also seems to be doing well with 15 August sightings so far (up to
Aug 9), several people seeing two or three at a time and Adrian Hoskins finding
12 at Noar Hill on Aug 7.

o

Dark Green Fritillary: These will not be with us for much longer but on Aug 7
Tony Wilson found one on the north slopes of the Sussex Downs above his
home at Edburton (east of the R Adur). Tony says this is the 32nd butterfly
species he has seen within a mile of his home this year (and by my reckoning he
would need something like a wind blown Monarch or Camberwell Beauty to get
more than 34 species given the local habitat).

o

Wall Brown: With only 22 reports of this species for the year it hardly seems to
be thriving but one bit of good news is that Andy Barker managed to find 9 on
the Lymington marshes on Aug 6. No one managed to see more than 4 while
the first brood was out but perhaps the current second brood will do better.

o

Grayling: Adrian Martin managed to see more than 30 when he was in the New
Forest on Aug 7 but there are still no reports from the Hayling shore.

3. Moths: Seven new species for my year list ...
o

Ypsolopha horridella (B&F 456): One of three new species coming to a light
run by Tim Norriss at Sandy Point on Hayling on Aug 5

o

Eulamprotes atrella (B&F 731): Another for Tim Norriss at Sandy Point on Aug
5

o

Dusky Thorn (B&F 1914): A first for the year for Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in
the New Forest on Aug 5

o

September Thorn (B&F 1915): Another first for Maurice Pugh on Aug 5

o

Bordered Grey (B&F 1938): This is the third 'first' for Tim Norriss on Hayling on
Aug 5

o

Tawny Shears (B&F 2167): Adrian Hoskins had the first at Magdalen Hill Down
east of Winchester on Aug 6 (and saw the species again at Noar Hill on Aug 7)

o

Antler Moth (B&F 2176): A first for Tony Wilson at the north foot of the Sussex
Downs near Henfield on Aug 6

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth (B&F 1972): What I think is only the third for the year
in Britain was taken at Portland Bill on Aug 7 (the two previous records were at
Fowey in Cornwall on June 27 and Fareham in Hampshire on July 11)

o

Grey Dagger (B&F 2284): Maurice Pugh took one at Cadnam on July 7 and
now has had a second one on Aug 5 (with no other reports from elsewhere this
year). I think it may be possible that this second find is from a second brood as
those which emerged in May or June should be over by now, but all I know is

that my caterpillar book says "It has been claimed that there are two
generations in southern England..."
o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth (B&F 1984): There seems to have been an endless
supply of these since March 9 and five new reports in early August do not yet
reflect a change in the pattern, i.e. no evidence yet for a major invasion.

o

Lime-speck Pug (B&F 1825): What was probably the first of a second brood
was taken by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam on Aug 5 (First brood records ran from
May 1 to June 25)

o

Oak Eggar (B&F 1637): The males of this species dash about seeking females
during the day while the females hide away from the light and only emerge after
dark but a male which flew in through the open window of Adrian Hoskins car as
he was driving through Petersfield by day on Aug 7 was either following the
wrong scent or Adrian was wearing the wrong aftershave.

o

Sharp-angled Peacock (B&F 1890): There were eight reports of this species
from May 18 to June 26 and one taken by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam on Aug 5
was probably the first of a second generation.

o

Beautiful Marbled (Eublemma purpurina): This species was not recorded in
Britain until Aug of 2001 (at Portland Bill) and on Aug 6 of this year Richard
Moore (Bassoon player of the parish of Catherington near Waterlooville) had
the honour of recording the third specmen for Hampshire.
Last year Peter Thompson had the first Hampshire specimen at Bishops Sutton
near Alresford on July 31 and Ian Thirlwell in Southsea had the second on Aug
16.

4. Other insects:
o

Great Green Bush-cricket: I suspect that mature examples of this 10 cm long
monster insect have been out on Portsdown since late July but the first person
to record one is Peter Vaughan who found one at Durlston Country Park in
Dorset on Aug 1.
In the past I have found that the best way to detect them is to carry a stick when
walking through dry downland scrub and to gently brush the bushes with the
stick until one or more take flight from the vegetation in which (despite their size)
they are virtually invisible to the human eye when at rest. Some people tell me
they can hear the insects singing from 'a quarter of a mile away' but my hearing
has never detected them.

o

Roesel's Bush-cricket: I have yet to encounter this species but Peter Vaughan
has done so this year on Magdalen Hill Down on Aug 7. Michael Chinery (in his
Collins Guide to Insects) says that the species is mainly found in coastal
marshes in Britain and I wonder if, since the book was written, this species has
expanded its range inland (and from wet to dry habitat) in the same way that the
Short-winged Conehead has done since at least 2000?

OTHER
1. Adder: The current hot dry weather should bring more of our reptiles to our attention
and the current batch of input includes an Adder seen by Derek Hale on Aug 8 at
Luccombe Down above Ventnor and Shanklin on the Isle of Wight and ...

2. Sand Lizard: Four of these were seen by Peter Vaughan when he was at Studland
Heath in Dorset a week ago on Aug 3
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Tue 9 Aug
A. Fishbourne Meadows and Nutbourne Farm Lane
Hot morning sunshine brought the first Common Darter of the year into my garden
with a Southern Hawker, a fresh Comma, a Red Admiral and both Large and Small
Whites. Another first of the season was an adult Common Gull among the many
Black-headed hawking overhead for the flying ants that were everywhere yesterday
and are clearly still flying today.
In the afternoon I went to Fishbourne Meadows near Chichester to tick off Corn
Parsley for the year - I was only just in time as much of it has gone to seed (the
Dittander which was flowering on my previous visit is now completely over).
Better than the Corn Parsley, and more unexpected, was to find at least half a dozen
stems of Amphibious Bistort in flower, and other cheering flowers here were Wild
Angelica and Marsh Ragwort.
With the tide high the Fishbourne Channel Swan moult flock were at the head of the
channel and some had vanished into the reedbeds near the village so my count of
105 was probably an undercount. I did not see any cygnets among the flock but I did
see a pair (also without cygnets) on Fishbourne Mill pond so perhaps the local family
has failed to raise young this year. Not so with the Mallard on that pond - as well as the
earlier ducklings that are now more or less full grown there was a family of seven ‘day
old’ downy ducklings on the water among the spikes of Marestail plants.
Heading back on the road beween Bosham and Southbourne I could see at least
another 30 Swans in Cutmill Creek.
At Nutbourne I stopped in Farm Lane but did not have time to go down to the harbour
shore, only to walk to the east end of the orchards to find the Dwarf Mallow flowering
well (under the apple trees immediately east of the house).
One Comma was in the orchards and another by the houses in Farm Lane where the
western branch of the stream flows under the road - by this stream was also a
Common Darter and a male Banded Demoiselle. Best insect of the day came next a Clouded Yellow nectaring on Knapweed to give me close views.
Back at my car (by the footpath to the shore) I was about to get in it when I saw some
bright yellow flowers on the ‘waste land’ on the north side of the road. I was already late
in getting home so I took a cursory look at them in the hope that I could find them in a
flower book when I got home but so far I have failed to do so and must go back for a
closer look. I’m pretty sure they are a form of Golden Rod but nothing in Stace or my
illustrated books helps me - Stace just says "The North American species are
numerous and very difficult!"
Mon 8 Aug
A. Bedhampton, Broadmarsh and Langstone
This morning I cycled via Bedhampton to Broadmarsh and in the afternoon I went to
Budds Farm and along the South Moors shore to Langstone.

The first thing I saw when I reached the Hermitage Stream where it passes the
Bedhampton Springs was a great show of Purple Loosestrife in flower, and on a
nearby bramble bush some juvenile Starlings were sparkling in almost complete
adult plumage. Also noteworthy here was the crop of Mulberries, the fruit now turning
dark red on the ancient tree in the Water Company grounds which conveniently hangs
low over the public path - next time I go that way some shoud be black and edible!
Passing Bedhampton Mill Pool I not only enjoyed the Vervain flowers but also saw that
the single adult Swan (last time I passed here I saw it sitting on the bank next to a pile
of white feathers and wondered if one of the pair had met with an untimely end) was
accompanied by at least one well grown cygnet showing that they have nested at
this site this year (the other adult and more cygnets could well have been hidden by the
waterside vegetation).
At the south end of the footbridge over the A27 I looked downstream and saw my first
autumn Kingfisher perched on the rails around the nearest of the two outfalls on the
east bank of the stream. Further downstream the summer flock of Swans numbers just
six birds.
On the Chalk Dock shore of Broad Marsh I looked to the west end of the water and saw
at least thirty Great Crested Grebe, and to the east the moored boats at high tide had
a similar number of Turnstones.
Nothing else of much note in the morning but in the afternoon I was pleased to see one
adult Shelduck and four well grown juveniles on the Budds Farm pools - the whole
family of seven juveniles could well have been present, hidden by a tree or other
vegetation. Also present and correct was the Swan family with its three cygnets (the
Polish one now large enough to be msitaken for an adult).
Along the South Moors shore I heard a Whimbrel call and reckon that at least half a
dozen where present - judging by reports from elsewhere we are now at the peak of
their passage. Oystercatchers were also numerous - at least 120 present but no other
waders other than two Egrets. One adult Common Gull and one Great Blackback
were on show among the host of Black-headed and Herring.
I spent some time searching for Slender Hare’s-ear behind the seawall but to no avail
- all I saw was a male Common Blue and three Argioppe spiders.
Wildlife diary and news for August 1 - 7 (Week 31)
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Sun 7 Aug
A. (Sun0708) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
1. Sooty Shearwater: On Aug 5 two were seen off Dungeness and 3 flew west past
Christchurch Harbour
2. Manx Shearwater: In mid April 700 Manxies were seen off Portland in one day and on
14 May 798 were seen there (with 424 on the next day). Since then there have been
counts of 260 on June 19 and 130 on July 19 but more recently, although some have
been seen on most days, counts have generally been of 5 or less. Aug 5 and 6,
however, brought another minor surge with counts of 60 and 52 respectively. I guess
there are at least 500 birds regularly out there in the western Channel each day, the

number coming within sight of the coast varying with wind and weather conditions and
with the movements of the fish. Not being familiar with the habits of these open sea
birds I have just checked that their food is mainly small fish and that while they take
most of it from the surface they will dive.
3. Balearic Shearwater: Since the first of the year to be seen from our south coast on
June 15 I have heard of 48 sightings with a peak count of 9 on one day (and recently 6
off Portland on Aug 5 and 7 there on Aug 6)
4. Little Egret: On the evening of Aug 6 I went down to Langstone Pond just before
sunset and stayed for half an hour so I did not get a complete count of the birds coming
to roost, nevertheless I know that at least 87 spent the night there (and it may have
been over 100). When I arrived could see 31 birds in the roost trees but a few minutes
later something spooked them causing most of the birds already in the trees to take off
and as these whirled and settled again it was impossible to count them accurately but
my minimum figure went up to 69, and by adding on the later arrivals I got to my
minimum total of 87. The sight of them en masse whirling in the air, and the sight of
many settling on the tops of trees and on dead branches prior to flying down in to the
lower branches where they would spend the night, were both 'firsts for the year' for me.
5. Great White Egret: At least one of the two seen at Mockbeggar Lake near Ringwood
on July 29 was still there on Aug 6
6. Ruddy Shelduck: Five of these were at Sidlesham Ferry Pool (Pagham Harbour) on
Aug 5 - despite this report coming from Owen Mitchell I do not know if this was a family
party or a bunch of adults, nor if they were feral birds that had flown in from the
Netherlands or local escapees.
7. Shoveler: On Aug 4 three Shoveler were seen flying around Christchurch Harbour,
and these could well have been a family that has stayed to breed in the Avon valley (on
July 15 a family of ten were seen at Christchurch) but five seen flying past Portland Bill
over the sea on Aug 6 sound more like birds returning from distant breeding and that
suggests that others might reach us in the near future.
8. Marsh Harrier: One seen at Titchfield Haven on Aug 3 was the first I have heard of at
the Haven since May 22 and presumably marks the start of post breeding
dispersal/passage which may have started on July 31 when one went south over
Dungeness. (I have already reported one - a female or young bird - over Christchurch
Harbour on Aug 3 and that was the first there since May 15)
9. Montagu's Harrier: Marcus Ward tells us that there was an anonymous pager report
of one over the Lymington marshes on Aug 3
10. Osprey: One which arrived at the Lower Test (Southampton) on July 26 was still being
seen there on Aug 6
11. Kestrel: Tony Wilson moved into a new house at the north foot of the Sussex Downs,
east of the River Adur, earlier this year and has enjoyed a great selection of birds and
insects in and around the garden. On Aug 3 he not only saw 4 Kestrels but also 2
Sparrowhawks, 2 Peregrines and a Hobby on the same day. Earlier in the year he
has also seen or heard Buzzard, Hen Harrier, Tawny Owl and Little Owl around his
new home.
12. Avocet: The pair which hatched four chicks at Titchfield Haven at the beginning of
June still had all four with them on Aug 3
13. Ringed Plover: A flock of more than 100 feeding at Calshot (mouth of Southampton
Water) on Aug 4 was the first three figure count I have seen since mid May

14. Greenshank: A count of 9 at the Bunny Meadows alongside the River Hamble at
Warsash on Aug 3 was equal to the number at the Lymington Marshes on July 30 but
by Aug 4 the Lymington count was up to 14
15. Green Sandpiper: A count of 10 at the Lower Test on Aug 5 was the first double figure
count in Hampshire since they started to return, though there has been a count of 18 in
Sussex at the Chichester gravel pits on July 27 and in Kent there have been several
counts of up to 21 in the Stour Valley since July 2
16. Little Gull: From 1 to 4 of these were seen almost daily at Titchfield Haven in May but
since May 28 there has only been one sighting there (on June 18) and now another
single immature bird has turned up there on Aug 3. Since the start of June these two
have been the only birds seen in Hampshire though the combined total of sightings in
Kent, Sussex and Dorset in the same period is 59 (IoW total is nil)
17. Kittiwake: On July 27 I suggested that a flock of 27 Kittiwake flying west past
Christchurch Harbour on July 24 marked the end of the breeding season for these
birds but in the latest news on the SOS website David Potter tells us that he was at
Splash Point, Seaford, on Aug 4 and that the Kittiwake colony there was 'still going
strong'.
18. Roseate Tern: On Aug 5 Richard Carpenter told me that up to 4 of these had been
seen daily at Titchfield Haven since July 29 (4 were there on July 31 but the highest
count I have seen since then has been of 2 on Aug 4)
19. Black Tern: Up to 3 of these have been at Dungeness daily since July 30 but there
have also been singles at Titchfield Haven area on July 30 and Aug 4, and a juvenile
was inland at Mockbeggar Lake near Ringwood on Aug 6
20. Long Eared Owl: Mike Cave was at Farlington Marshes on Aug 4 and has sent a
report to John Goodspeed's website saying that he saw a Long Eared Owl sitting on a
post near the Point (southern tip of the marshes) at around noon on that day. Hopefully
others saw it and we can learn a little more about it - could it have been a juvenile
which had perhaps flown over from the Isle of Wight (where they are not uncommon
breeding birds due to the absence of Tawny Owls on the Island) or even a bird (adult or
juvenile) that has just finished breeding in Hampshire (they probably breed in the
county each year but are seldom observed - I think the last proven breeding in the
county was in 2000).
21. Swift: A group of up to 15 were circling and screaming over Havant on the evening of
July 31 but despite keeping an eye and an ear open I have encountered no more here
in Havant. A report from Wisborough Green near Pulborough gives the last sighting
around nests there as July 28. No doubt there will be further sightngs of birds passing
south - probably into September - and there are already two such reports for Aug 6
(more than 20 over Gosport and a few over the Lower Test at Southampton)
22. Yellow Wagtail: The first to appear in Hampshire on its way south was at Hook near
Warsash on Aug 6. Recent reports from Sussex and Kent may be of breeding birds,
but I doubt any have tried to nest in Hampshire this year (one pair did nest on the
RSPB Islands in Langstone Harbour in 2003 but a Crow took the eggs and I have not
heard of any subsequent attempts anywhere in the county). A similar decline is
reflected by Barry Yates at Rye Harbour who says the 66 pairs nested there in 1990,
by 2004 that was down to 12 pairs and this year there have been just 5 pairs at Rye.
23. Wheatear: The first departing migrants in Hampshire were at Hayling Island on Aug 3,
and Aug 4 brought the first (a juvenile) to the coast at Hook/Warsash and another to
the Lymington Marshes. Titchfield Haven has now joined them with one on Aug 5

24. Willow Warbler: One of the delights of autumn birding is the sound of Willow Warbler
song and I see that one has already been heard at Birling Gap on Beachy Head on
Aug 4
25. Spotted Flycatcher: These have joined the southward movement in Hampshire with
one at the Lower Test on Aug 5 and one at Old Winchester Hill on Aug 6
26. Crossbill: The flock of up to 50 was still in Stansted Forest on Aug 5, seen by John
Simons
PLANTS
1. Marsh Gentian: Peter Vaughan found these newly in flower at Bartley Heath in north
Hampshire on Aug 5
2. Yellow Bartsia: John Goodspeed tells me that the Portsdown Hill Conservation
Volunteers recently went on an outing to what he calls Eel Moor Marsh and saw this
plant in flower. I have not yet checked the actual location but I know this plant does
occur in north east Hampshire and my guess is that they saw it in the Eelmoor area of
the Basingstoke Canal at Aldershot.
3. Gipsywort: The latest input shows me that Richard Carpenter found this in flower at
Titchfield Haven on July 30, beating my previously reported first find by four days.
4. Bugloss (Anchusa arvensis): John Goodspeed found this flowering near the shore
of Langstone Harbour (in the Kendalls Wharf area) on Aug 5 and when recording this I
found that my own records for this plant (which I first saw this year at Black Point on
Hayling on May 6) have been recorded for the similar Alkanet plant! (I hope I can still
find remains of the plant in the three locations where I have seen it to determine if the
bracts below the flowers do have the requisite crinkly edges!)
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Emerald Damselfly (Lestes sponsa): A sighting by Richard Carpenter in the
Botley Woods area on July 17 seems to be the only report of the species so far
this year (the species should be out from late June to the end of September).
This species usually emerges from Aldsworth Pond before that pond dries out in
July or August but this year the pond was effectively dry by June 7, probably
killing off any larvae about to emerge.

o

Migrant Hawker: Very few reported so far - Richard Carpenter agrees that they
have got off to a slow start.

2. Butterflies:
o

Brown Hairstreak: The first for the year were seen at Noar Hill (4 there) and
nearby Selborne Common (at least one there) on Aug 4

o

Swallowtail: Another migrant from the continent was seen at Pett Level on the
shores of Rye Bay on Aug 3

o

Clouded Yellow: New reports come from Richard Carpenter at Titchfield
Haven on July 31 and on Aug 3 Tony Wilson saw one at Edburton near Henfield
by the Adur in Sussex while Theo Roberts saw another on Portsdown Hill. On
Aug 4 the Portland website reported 'several around Portland Island'.

o

Purple Hairstreak: Although no one has yet reported more than 8 from any one
site (in some years these insects form clouds numbering hundreds around the
tops of oak trees) Richard Carpenter assures us that there were good numbers
of them in the Botley Woods in the first week of August.

o

Painted Lady: On Aug 3 several were seen at Portland (the first there since
May 3) and on Aug 4 there were reports from Hill Head near Titchfield, Beachy
Head and from Portland, with one at Titchfield Haven on Aug 5.

o

Wall Brown: The second brood was first seen on July 30 (Isle of Wight), then in
the New Forest on Aug 1, and now one has been seen at the Lymington
marshes on Aug 4

3. Moths: Three newcomers to my year list ...
o

Pediasia contaminella (B&F 1323): A new species for my database taken at
Portland Bill on Aug 3

o

Beech-green Carpet (B&F 1774): Also at Portland seen recently before Aug 5

o

Rosy Rustic (B&F 2361): A first for Richard Carpenter in his Hill Head garden
near Gosport on Aug 2

o

The Gothic (B&F 2136): One had been taken at Titchfield Haven on July 2 and
on Aug 5 a second for the year was at Portland.

o

Shaded Broad-bar (B&F 1732): Another second for the year seen by day on
Aug 4 by Mike Duffy at Noar Hill (first was at Basingstoke on July 9)

4. Other insects:
o

22-spot Ladybird: A really tiny yellow ladybird with many black spots was
sunning itself on a leaf in my garden on Aug 7 and was almost certainly this
species.

OTHER
1. Fox: One of the very tame young foxes in the neighbourhood of my Havant home
surprised me on Aug 5 by coming into the garden in the afternoon sunshine and
spending a quarter of an hour trying to make friends with a ginger cat (belonging to a
neighbour but spending much of its time in our garden). It may well have seen me and
my wife watching it from windows not more then ten metres from it but that did not stop
it from squirming around on the ground (apparently to demonstrate its submission to
the cat) in between bouts of nibbling at its own fleas. I saw the fox get within a metre of
the cat (which looked concerned and puzzled, but was holding its ground) before I
went round to tell my neighbour (who owns the cat) but by the time I had done that the
cat had had enough and vanished - the fox was still around. eyeing me from the
compost heap but not fleeing the garden even though I had come out onto the lawn. I'm
not sure if that qualifies for a wildlife story as the fox was hardly behaving like a wild
animal....
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BIRDS
1. Great White Egret: Two were seen together at Mockbeggar Lake in the Avon valley
near Ringwood on July 29. One of these birds had been at Mockbeggar Lake for the
first three weeks of January this year but is thought to have flown to Dorset where one
appeared near Dorchester on Jan 26. After that there was no news until Apr 13 when
one was 'possibly' seen near Warsash, and on May 10 one flew east over the Hayling
Oysterbeds. Two sightings in June were of one flying south over a cricket match at
Denmead on June 11 and of one going east past Selsey Bill. In July two flew south
west over Dungeness on July 16 and on July 17 one was seen at the Mockbeggar
Lake with no more reports until the current one.
2. White Stork: One was seen at Pevensey Levels north east of Eastbourne on July 31
(it also happens to be the 31st entry in my database for this year, and this bird may be
the same as the previous entry - one over Hampden Park in Eastbourne on July 21)
3. Mute Swan: The pair which hatched four cygnets on Langstone Mill Pond in mid May
immediately took them over the seawall onto the open sea (as they usually do,
seemingly to escape predation by foxes around the pond) but this week the family has
returned to the pond with no obvious reason for so doing. My best guess is that the
adult Swans realize that the school holidays have started, meaning that more human
parents are passing the time with their children by 'feeding the ducks', and the Swans
are not slow to take up the offer of free food for their youngsters (whose appetites will
now be of adolescent proportions).
This unscientific reasoning may also account for the fact that Emsworth has acquired a
new Swan family (of unknown origin) in the past week. Emsworth has just one 'native
born' Swan family - the pair which nested on Peter Pond and hatched five cygnets
(from 8 eggs) on May 10. This family, which included a single leucistic (or 'Polish')
cygnet with white rather than brown down, also moved away from the nest site and
nine days after hatching they were based in the nearby Dolphin Creek (the tidal mouth
of the River Ems) where they have stayed from May 19 to the end of July.
At the beginning of July a second Swan family with four cygnets arrived in Emsworth
and settled in the harbour - no one knows where it came from but there is a possibility
that the family of six cygnets that hatched on the IBM Lake and were seen on the water
there on May 24, but thereafter vanished, could have walked to Ports Creek and then
slowly paddled through Langstone Harbour and on into Chichester Harbour to arrive at
Emsworth six weeks later with only four cygnets. This family is still in Emsworth
Harbour.
In the past week a third Swan family has arrived in Emsworth with three cygnets (which
I believe are smaller and younger than the other families) and these have only been
seen on the Town Millpond. Brian Fellows tells me that my guess that they are the
family from the Thorney Little Deeps is ruled out by the small size of the cygnets but
other possibilities are that this family comes from the 'Stilt House ponds' south of
Emsworth marina where a pair nested in 2004 and brought their young into Emsworth
Harbour, while in 2003 a pair nested on a pile of litter in the south west corner of the
Town Millpond - maybe that pair has found a new and better hidden site for a nest this
year?
The lastest entry in the saga of the Emsworth swans is that the Peter Pond family
appears to have lost it's 'Polish cygnet' during the past week. My interest in all this is
that it provides good material for my strongly held view that, even with such obvious
birds as Swans, we know so little about their movements.

4. Barnacle Goose: When Kevin Stouse arrived for work at the IBM Portsmouth HQ on
Monday (Aug 1) he found a very tame Barnacle Goose on the grass there and saw it
had a plastic leg ring having yellow and black horizontal banding. I can't answer his
question as to where it came from but each year about this time (when the geese have
completed their moult and a few have grown their flight feathers before their owners
have caught them and cut off the wing tips to prevent them flying) a number of birds
escape from 'private collections' and we also begin to get reports of the large feral flock
of 300 or more Barnacle Geese starting to fly around the eastern Isle of Wight where
they are, I think, based at the 'Flamingo Park' site at Seaview east of Ryde. Sure
enough Aug 1 brought the first sighting by Derek Hale of one of these birds at the
Hersey Nature Reserve close to Seaview, and on Aug 3 Derek saw an airborne flock of
more than 100 at Hersey, I have always wondered why some of this huge flock do not
make the trip to the mainland and maybe this year one adventurous spirit among that
flock has done so (I don't really expect that Kevin's bird was one of the Flamingo Park
flock as I believe they are genuinely feral birds and are unlikely to be ringed as true
captive birds would be).
5. Egyptian Goose: Simon Woolley, who teaches Geography at Winchester College,
has this year decided to combine his interest in birds and cycling by setting himself the
task of seeing how many bird species he can 'tick' during the year during cycle rides
and Egyptian Goose has just become number 186 on his list at a 'cost' of just under 10
miles cycled per species ticked. I find this a really admirable piece of masochism, the
more so as it must give him a lot of kudos among the boys (making him a first class role
model advocating an exciting involvement with the natural world which our
conservation organisations try, but fail. to achieve with children who have passed the
kindergarten stage). No doubt it also has practical benefits in providing lots of material
to illustrate various aspects of Geography from topography (a matter close to the heart
of any cyclist) to land management aspects of human geography.
The feral Egyptian Geese which he has now tracked down to the ponds near Eversley
Church in north Hampshire and to the Eversley gravel pits numbered 21 in total, and
Simon says that many of them were juveniles. As we have already been given a count
of 26 of these geese seen in this area on Mar 6 this year I wonder what the overall total
in the area now is?
Simon also saw a couple of Snow Geese in the Hartley Witney area on the same trip,
and I see that John Clark had counted 6 of these at the Eversley pits on July 8,
commenting that although these birds had nested at Stratfield Saye this spring there
was no sign of any young with them in July.
6. Mallard: Among some 60 Mallard seen by Brian Fellows on the Emsworth Town
Millpond on July 31 was a family of four downy ducklings. Can anyone come up with a
later date for a brood to hatch before we start seeing the first of next year's ducklings
that may well be out before this year ends?
7. Sparrowhawk: Sometime in July I normally hear (or hear of) the loud plaintive calls of
juvenile Sparrowhawks, not yet able to hunt for themselves, demanding food from their
parents, but this has not happened this year and the following observation from Brian
Fellows seems to indicate that some young are already able to feed themselves.
Brian writes.. "At about 11am on Aug 1 a Sparrowhawk swooped in, took a House
Sparrow from the bird table in my Emsworth garden and spent the next 40 minutes or
so on the ground with the Sparrow trapped under its talons. First, the Sparrowhawk
plucked all the feathers off its victim and then proceeded to tear off pieces of flesh and
consume them (including all the bird’s bones except for the beak). Finally, the
Sparrowhawk used some of the feathers as a napkin to clean off its own beak. Nothing

was left on the ground but for the House Sparrow's beak and a pile of feathers." He
goes on to say .. "From its barred dark brown upperparts and relatively small size I
assume this was a juvenile male Sparrowhawk."
8. Buzzard: At least one Buzzard family is now airborne, or that is how I interpret a report
from Colin Bates of seeing a group of four soaring together and calling to each other
over the River Itchen near Eastleigh on July 31. Some families, however, are still tied
to their nests as John Simons tells us, saying that on Aug 1 he knew of at least one
nest in the Finchdean area north of Rowlands Castle with a youngster still in it. Aug 3
brought another sign of the breeding season being over - from Christchurch Harbour
came a sighting of a Buzzard hunting over the marshes where, despite very intensive
watching of the area, one had not been seen before.
9. Osprey: One has been giving good views, both fishing and perched in a dead tree, at
the Southampton Lower Test Marshes for nine days from July 26 to Aug 3 and may
well stay around for some time to come.
10. Hobby: One was seen by John Shillitoe catching insects over the Hayling Oysterbeds
area on Aug 3. Unlike the Wheatears that John also saw there, and which will have
been on their way south, I think it is rather early for Hobbies to be heading south so this
may have been a local breeding bird.
11. Peregrine: The recent closure of the Vosper shipbuilding works at Woolston in
Southampton (where the Itchen reaches Southampton Water) sparked worries about
the future of the Peregrines which have made the site their permanent base in recent
years but on July 31 Bill Marjeram found one still perched on its favourite crane and
munching one of the local Starlings.
12. Oystercatcher: A high tide roost of around 200 at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Aug 1
gave a strong reminder of the rapid return of waders to the local harbours. Although
there have been counts of around 100 at Titchfield Haven each month during the
summer I have to go back to March to see counts greater than 200. In the first half of
March 415 were reported at Farlington Marshes, more than 300 were at Rye Harbour,
and the Portsmouth Harbour WeBS total for that month was 236.
13. Ringed Plover: These too are back in strength - July 27 saw a count of 50 at Portland
(Ferrybridge) and July 31 saw 46 in the high tide roost at Black Point on Hayling Island.
By Aug 1 I found a flock of around 25 in flight at the Hayling Oysterbeds
14. Grey Plover: I am still waiting for my first sight of a Grey Plover in glorious summer
plumage. One seen at Christchurch Harbour on June 10 must have been an odd bird
that had got dressed for breeding but had failed to head for the breeding grounds and
the first proper mentions of returning birds in summer plumage are dated July 31when
one was seen by Derek Hale at Newtown Harbour on the IoW and another was across
the Solent at Inchmery near Lymington
15. Sanderling: These have been returning since July 20 and on July 24 a flock of 130
was seen at Christchurch Harbour, with twelve more reports of groups numbering 10 to
50 birds in the next week before Andy Johnson on July 31 found a flock of 190 on
Hayling Bay shore (probably in addition to 47 in the high tide roost at Black Point just
within Chichester Harbour)
16. Dunlin: Although there have been much bigger flocks seen along the Channel coast
(e.g. 450, including a few juveniles, at Christchurch Harbour on July 30) I was very
pleased to see my first 20 or so back on the Chichester Harbour shore at Langstone on
Aug 1, the day after Andy Johnson had found 30 in the Black Point high tide roost at
the mouth of Chichester Harbour.

17. Black-tailed Godwit: Although most of the winter wader species are now being seen
somewhere along the south coast it is still the non-breeding Black-tailed Godwits
which provide the major component of the shore birds along the muddy shores of
Langstone and Chichester Harbours as I realised when I went to see what might be
feeding on the Warblington shore east of Langstone as the tide fell on Aug 2. The odd
Curlew, Redshank, Lapwing and Oystercatcher went on my list but the scene was
dominated by 83 Blackwits working the mud in three separate groups. I think they all
arrived from the east so I guess they are still using the flooded field beside the Little
Deeps on Thorney as their high tide roost.
18. Wood Sandpiper: Unlike the Common Sandpipers that are now reaching the coast
in good numbers (July 30 brought 8 to the upper reaches of the Hamble and another 5
to the mouth of the river, and by Aug 1 there were at least six around the Hayling
Oysterbeds in the short time I was there) Wood Sandpipers remain very scarce. On
July 31 one was seen at Dungeness in 5 hours of watching and on Aug 1 one was
heard flying over Christchurch Harbour.
19. Turnstone: I enjoyed close views of a party of ten in summer plumage at the Hayling
Oysterbeds on Aug 1 and Andy Johnson had 21 in the Black Point high tide roost at the
mouth of Chichester Harbour on July 31
20. Mediterranean Gull: Still no news of the breeding success of the estimated 110 pairs
that nested this year on the RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour, but interesting news
in the July monthly report for the Rye Harbour reserve is that 37 pairs nested there and
fledged 40 young. I suspect that most if not all of the Langstone Harbour birds have
now completed their nesting period and moved out to sea (most of them seem to head
for the Bembridge area of the IoW, and on July 25 Kris Gillam reported a total of 170
birds on the north east shore of the Island) so I was quite surprised on Aug 1 to find an
adult (starting to show a white area around the base of its bill) still among the roosting
gulls on the Langstone village shore.
21. Black-headed Gull: By Aug 1 the majority of these had lost their summer hoods and
become 'white headed gulls'.
22. Common Gull: By July 29 a flock of 13 adult birds were back in the Bembridge area of
the IoW shore.
23. Roseate Tern: On July 31 four of these were seen at Titchfield Haven at various
stages of losing their 'breeding plumage', a process which not only involves loss of
black feathers from the 'forehead' area but also a change in bill colour (when breeding
the basal half of the bill becomes red, but for the rest of the year the whole bill is black).
I can understand the process of moulting and the regrowth of differently coloured
feathers, and I can understand how the wattles of a farmyard Cock can redden with an
increased supply of blood into the 'wattle flesh', but can anyone tell me how a Tern
manages to change to colour of the base of its bill without dropping the whole
bill (like a Stag's antlers) and growing a complete new bill? I have always
imagined that a bird's bill is made of 'dead matter' rather like our toenails which can
grow from the base but thereafter remains inert until worn or cut off at the tip.
Presumably this is not the case - we already know that wading birds not only have
sensitive nerves in the tips of their bills to identify unseen objects the bill encounters
when probing in mud, but also have some muscular control over the semi-flexible bill
tips to be able to grab prey items without opening the bill as a whole - but can anyone
give me a good anatomical account of how a bird's bill is constructed and functions?
24. Little Tern: A flock of 39 seen at Black Point in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on
July 31 included 8 juveniles. We have heard that no young fledged from Langstone
Harbour or from the Chesil Bank at Portland this year, and that at least 13 chicks

fledged at Rye Harbour, making it likely that the juveniles seen at Black Point came
from Rye on their way west, but can anyone tell me of other likely sources of these
young?
25. Black Tern: Other than the group of 8 seen at Rye Harbour on June 25 and 26 I have
only seen seven reports of them on their autumn passage so far, and the last four of
those reports have been from Dungeness (between July 28 and Aug 1). Locally one
was at Titchfield Haven on July 27 and one at Black Point on Hayling on July 28.
26. Collared Dove: By Aug 3 even these had ceased to sing here in Havant (leaving
Wood Pigeon as the only reliable daily songster).
27. Turtle Dove: One heard in the Idsworth area north of Rowlands Castle by John
Simons on Aug 1 is the first to be reported anywhere for over a week - I guess this is
due to cessation of their song rather than their departure as I see that the average date
for the last to be seen in Hampshire is Oct 6.
28. Eagle Owl??: On July 31 a friend living in the Horndean area north of Portsmouth told
me that friends of his who live in Funtington, a few miles east of Chichester, had heard
that an Eagle Owl was 'on the loose' in the Funtington area. These people from
Funtington claimed to have seen and heard one there recently.
I believe that in bad winters Eagle Owls can cross the North Sea to spend the winter in
Scotland, and I am aware that Eagle Owls are not uncommon in captivity and do
occasionally escape, but my first reaction when asked if I thought it likely that one was
on the loose in the Funtington area was to suggest that the people who claimed to
have heard and seen it had heard the local Tawny Owl while seeing a stone model of
an Eagle Owl (freely available in garden centres, and several town buildings have
them mounted on their rooves as 'Pigeon deterrents' though whitish streaks adorning
some of the models seem to indicate that they are not effective in the long term).
I certainly would not rule out the possibility that one had escaped and was in the
Funtington area - I have heard of one person in the area who has two of them in
captivity and I remember at least two occasions on which the wildlife police were called
in to recapture escapees - one on Hayling Island which 'got away' and another further
inland which was said to have been attacking pet dogs (the police took one of their
dogs along as bait and shot a net over the bird as it swooped on the dog, but I was later
told that the police dog did not qualify for a bravery medal as the tame owl had been
kept in a household with three Alsatians and loved to play with them!). While on the
subject of the damage that a full grown, hungry, wild Eagle Owl can do I see that my
old Popular Handbook of birds states - ‘food includes mammals from mice up to roe
deer and it will take birds from the size of Capercaillie downwards’. Remember that an
Eagle Owl is twice the size of either Barn or Tawny Owl and marginally bigger than a
Snowy Owl.
I am now awaiting further sightings but in the meanwhile Tom Bickerton, who has a
particular interest in owls, and happens to work in the Funtington area, is on the case
and has already come across some potential evidence. Tom tells me .. "I've just come
back from taking the dog for a walk in our car park and there is a pigeon kill in two parts
on the car park floor. Rare event for our car park. The pigeon has been plucked, the
feathers are basically intact, with no blood on the base, which rules out a Fox or Stoat,
plus its in the open and both carnivores eat under cover. There are no cats about. It's
not a Sparrowhawk kill, as they tend to be messy eaters with feathers randomly
situated. Peregrine, possible, but I've seen hundreds of their kills and the wings tend to
be still joined to the backbone. The carcass tends to be precisely dismantled as well.
This pigeon has almost been pulled apart, but not by teeth. The head is missing which
I would expect."

O couple of further things to add that may help other wildlife sleuths to track down this
fearsome beast - the first is that it hunts by preference at dusk but will hunt by day; its
flight is normally low, slow and wavering but it will sometimes rise high in the air at
dusk. When perched it has an upright attitude. It has a variety of calls from a feeble
'oo-oo-oo' to a strident 'kveck, kveck'
29. Bee Eater: On Aug 3 Andy Johnson was working in his garden close to Sandy Point on
Hayling Island when he heard a monotonous 'cruuk, cruuk' note coming from a group
of Swifts passing over, and looking up he saw a Bee Eater. Andy says it stayed in the
area, flying about 100 feet up and loosely associating with the Swifts for around seven
minutes before it drifted west out of sight.
30. Sand Martin: The first report of a big autumn night roost comes from the Pannel valley
west of Rye where an estimated 4000 went into the reeds at duck despite the
attentions of Barn Owl, Hobby and Sparrowhawk (yes, Barn Owls do take small
birds but I guess they are more likely to pluck one from the reeds than take it in flight)
31. Tree Pipit: The first to be seen moving south this autumn was at Portland Bill on July
20 but the next was not seen (also at Portland) until July 31 and on Aug 1 one was
again at Portland, another was at Sandy Point on Hayling Island and three arrived at
Christchurch Harbour.
32. White Wagtail: I have 48 reports of them in spring from Mar 6 to May 11 (with another
report of one on May 29 but that was thought to be paired with a Pied Wagtail at
Christchurch Harbour and intending to stay here). Now the first of the autumn has been
seen at Portland Bill on Aug 2 - stand by for others!
33. Nightingale: The first autumn sighting of these is dated Aug 3 and comes from the
Pannel valley near Rye. The date of the first is uncertain as the report refers to 'three
birds seen in recent days'.
34. Wheatear: The first flocks have started to reach Portland Bill with 20 there on July 31,
only 4 on Aug 1 but another 20 on Aug 2 and 40 on Aug 3 (when the first began to
appear on Hayling Island with 2 at the Oysterbeds and 1 at Sandy Point).
35. Melodious Warbler: Two were trapped and ringed at Portland on Aug 2 where, to give
a flavour of the southward flow of migrants that is now on the move, there were "250
Willow Warblers, 20 Wheatears, 20 Sedge Warblers, 10 Garden Warblers, 3 Grey
Herons, 3 Pied Flycatchers, 2 Ringed Plovers, 2 Whimbrel, a Redshank, a White
Wagtail, a Reed Warbler and a Grasshopper Warbler, as well as plenty of Swifts
and hirundines overhead."
36. Lesser Whitethroat: This species does not appear in the above list of migrants at
Portland but the period from July 31 to Aug 3 has generated six reports of them spread
over Hampshire, Dorset, Sussex and the Isle of Wight.
37. Common Whitethroat: More than 39 of these were recorded at Christchurch Harbour
on Aug 1, and on that same day John Simons heard one still singing in the Idsworth
area north of Rowlands Castle.
38. Wood Warbler: The first two reports of these heading south come from Beachy Head
on July 31 and Christchurch Harbour on Aug 1 - both were single birds.
39. Spotted Flycatcher: One was at Portland on Aug 1
40. Pied Flycatcher: A moulting male was seen in Stansted Forest on Aug 2 by John
Simons. Three were at Portland Bill that day after two had been seen in different parts

of Portland Island on Aug 1. These are the only reports of this species moving south so
far ...
41. Crossbill: Three were seen on Aug 1 flying over the Idsworth area north of Rowlands
Castle (probably in addition to the flock that is thought to be still in Stansted Forest
though there have been no reports of them there since July 24)
PLANTS
1. Sea Heath: Flowering at Rye Harbour sometime in July (From Barry Yates' monthly
report for the reserve)
2. Spiny Restharrow: This had probably been in flower for some time before I first saw it
on Hayling Island on Aug 1
3. Stone Parsley: A few flowers have been out since mid-July but on Aug 1 this was
flowering abundantly along the Hayling Coastal Path
4. Gipsywort: First flowers seen on plants beside Langstone Pond on Aug 2
5. Red hemp nettle: Flowering at Rye Harbour sometime in July (From Barry Yates'
monthly report for the reserve)
6. Shasta Daisy: First flowers seen by me on Hayling Island on Aug 1
7. Corn Marigold: A great display of this with Cornflower and Anthemis austriaca
(seed merchant's substitute for Corn Chamomile) seen at the Lymbourn Springs site
in Havant on Aug 1 - achieved by 'brute force' (ploughing in mid-June and sowing of
much seed)
8. Least Lettuce: Flowering at Rye Harbour sometime in July (From Barry Yates'
monthly report for the reserve)
9. Stinking Hawksbeard: Flowering at Rye Harbour sometime in July (From Barry
Yates' monthly report for the reserve)
10. Lesser waterplantain: Flowering at Rye Harbour sometime in July (From Barry Yates'
monthly report for the reserve)
11. Common Cord Grass: The 'common' Cord Grass of our local muddy shores (which I
believe to be Spartina anglica) was flowering generally on Aug 1
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Golden Ringed Dragonfly: These should still be around until the end of August
but I had seen no reports of them since June 24 until Ian Pratt had a close
encounter with one on the Isle of Wight (Shalcombe Down just north of Brook).
Ian was watching butterflies on July 30 when the dragonfly settled close to him.

o

Ruddy Darter: Also on the IoW Derek Hale saw one of these at the RSPB
Brading Marshes reserve on Aug 3. The first teneral specimen was seen in
north Hampshire on June 24 but they did not become a regular sight until the
start of July.

o

Common Darter: These seem to have got off to a slow start this year - the first
was seen in Botley Woods on June 19 but since then I have only heard of them
at three other sites, last of the three being the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth
where Brian Fellows saw his first on July 29 - I have still to see one.

2. Butterflies:
o

Silver Spotted Skipper: These have at last started to appear but have so far
only been reported from Stockbridge Down on Aug 2 - no doubt by the time this
news goes online there will have been other sightings.

o

Dingy Skipper: Perhaps more interesting than the appearance of the Silver
Spotted Skippers was the sight of a single Dingy Skipper seen by Peter Eeles at
Old Winchester Hill on Aug 2. The last of the normal spring brood was seen at
Noar Hill on June 19, and I think the appearance of a second brood is very
uncommon though I see that the last dates given for the species in the
Hampshire Butterfly Reports from the year 2000 to 2004 have all been in
August (except for 2003) but it is not clear if the late sightings in 2001, 2002 and
2004 have been of a second brood or just late emerged/long lived specimens
from the spring brood. In those years there were sightings in each month from
April/May to August, whereas in 2000 the last of the spring butterflies was seen
on June 17 with the only August sighting being on Aug 27. I don't know what the
2005 report will show when all the records are in but there have been none
recorded on the Butterfly Conservation website since the June 19 date given
above until now.

o

Clouded Yellow: In early July there were just eight sightings of singles between
July 3 and 24 but the rate of sightings noticably speeded up from July 28 with
sightings in Southampton and at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester on that
day. July 29 saw at least one more seen at Yew Hill on the other side of
Winchester and two seen at Portland Bill, On July 31 Andy Collins took a superb
photo of a helice form female at Swanwick by the River Hamble, and there have
been sightings on Aug 1, 2 and 3 at Birmingham (Lickey Hills), Martin Down,
and Magdalen Hill Down respectively with 2 seen in the last of these sightings.

o

Brimstone: An outburst of these on Aug 2 generated reports of a total of more
than 70 insects from four sites (including more than 40 at Stockbridge Down)

o

Green Veined White: These seem to have had a good year with a long run of
reports from Apr 11 to June 19, then a brief pause before the next generation
appeared on July 2. This second generation is still going strong as is shown by
a count of 20 seen on west Portsdown on July 29 with daily reports continuing
up to Aug 3

o

Purple Hairstreak: Not such good news of these with only 18 reports since they
were first seen on June 26, and only two of these reports have been of more
than one or two insects. There was a count of 8 in woods north west of
Basingstoke on July 12, and now Andrew Brookes reports seeing 5 in Hipley
Copse (west of Denmead) on Aug 2.

o

Small Copper: After a couple of odd sightings in March and April there was a
good run of reports through May, tailing off by June 26. A second generation
started to appear on July 13, but apart from one report of more than five seen on
Oxenbourne Down near Petersfield on the first day they emerged the highest
count since then has been of just three insects. Three of the last four sightings
(from July 22 to Aug 2) have been by Mike Duffy at Stockbridge Down (and Mike
also made the fourth report, this time from Basing Forest)

o

Small Blue: The first brood which was out from May 1 to June 20 seems to
have done well at Martin Down (with over 100 seen there on May 27) but no
other site gave reports of more than 6 insects, so it is encouraging to see that
the second generation started to emerge on Portsdown (on July 21) and of the

five reports I have seen up to July 31 only one (of one butterfly) has come from
Martin Down while three are from Portsdown and one from Magdalen Hill Down.
Admittedly Portsdown has yet to come up with a count of more than 4 butterflies
seen at one time!
o

Brown Argus: This species appears to be doing well and on Aug 3 Andy Barker
counted 61 of them at Magdalen Hill Down. John Hunt also relates good news
from north Hampshire where he says that Brown Argus has only started to
appear on Bartley Heath in the past couple of years (though its foothold at this
site is tenuous to judge by just one report from the site for this year (one butterfly
seen on Aug 2).

o

Chalkhill Blue: These have been out in force recently. At Old Winchester Hill
more than 200 were seen on July 30 and an estimated 300 were there on Aug 2
while at Magdalen Hill Down on July 31 Adrian Hoskins saw some 700 males
and conjectured that there could have been a similar number of females
present. Andy Barker was there on Aug 3 and reported the presence of 723
individual butterflies!

o

Painted Lady: As with Clouded Yellows numbers have started to increase.
Ashley Whitlock saw 7 at Portchester Common (south face of Portsdown) on
July 29 and on Aug 2 three were at Old Winchester Hill and another was at
Stockbridge Common

o

Small Tortoiseshell: I have 64 reports of these seen during March and April
with one count of 19 seen together but of the 34 reports from May onwards none
have been of more than 2 individuals. In July David Thelwell saw one or two
near Andover and suggested that the poor showing might be the result of the
arrival of a 'new to Britain' parsitic insect similar to the gall wasp larvae which
almost obliterate the Holly Blues in some years. If this is true it seems that the
parasite is fairly specific to Small Tortoiseshells as Peacocks do not seem to
have been affected to the same degree (There have been 45 reports of
Peacock since the beginning of May and seven reports of five or more seen
together since July 28 - with an estimate of 30 on Stockbridge Down on Aug 2)

o

Comma: These also have fared much better than Small Tortoiseshells, with 84
reports up to the end of April and 83 since then, among them 14 reports of five
or more seen together and a high count of 23 in Stansted Forest on July 21

o

Wall Brown: Just two reports of the summer brood appearing so far - a single
was out at Shalcombe Down on the IoW on July 30 and another was seen at
Crockford Bottom (west of Beaulieu in the New Forest) on Aug 1

3. Moths: Nine new species for the year list and some first appearances of second
broods
o

Small China-mark (B&F 1354): Taken at Portland on Aug 2

o

Wax Moth (B&F 1425): The larvae of these are a pest in bee hives and so the
first record of the year is of 2 adults and 3 larvae recorded on Aug 2 and then
exterminated in a bee hive at Abbotts Ann near Andover.

o

Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet (B&F 1725): Found on July 31 by Adrian
Hoskins at his home in Havant (Bedhampton)

o

Buff Footman (B&F 2049): Also found by Adrian Hoskins by day on July 31 in
Stansted Forest

o

Great Dart (B&F 2094): This is normally found in the Channel Isles but one
turned up in the Portland moth trap on Aug 2

o

Marbled Green (B&F 2295): Found on July 31 by Adrian Hoskins at his home in
Havant (Bedhampton)

o

Lunar-spotted Pinion (B&F 2319): Taken by Simon Woolley in Lockerley
village near Romsey on July 26

o

Ni Moth (B&F 2432): Taken on Portland Island on July 30

o

Light Crimson Underwing (B&F 2454): Taken on the Channel Islands on July
25

o

Coxcomb Prominent (B&F 2008): Not a first for the year but presumably a new
generation as the previous record was for April 30. This was taken by Maurice
Pugh at Cadnam in the New Forest on July 29

o

Evergestis extimalis (B&F 1357): Of local interest this migrant Pyralid 'Pebble
type' moth was taken by George Spraggs on Hayling Island on Aug 1 - first for
the year was taken on the Scillies on June 19.

o

Jersey Tiger (B&F 2067): First for the year had been taken on the Isle of Wight
on July 28 but on Aug 1 Richard Coomber had the first mainland record at
Pennington (Lymington area)

o

Lesser Swallow Prominent (B&F 2006): Simon Woolley had the first of the
second generation at Lockerley near Romsey on July 26 (Last previous record
was May 20)

o

Sallow Kitten (B&F 1997): Maurice Pugh had the first of the second generation
at Cadnam in the New Forest on July 29 (Last previous record was on June 21)

o

Treble-bar (B&F 1867): Mike Duffy had the first of the second generation at
Stockbridge Down on Aug 2 (Last previous record was May 30)

4. Other Insects:
o

Scaeva pyrastri: The first report of this hoverfly comes from Andy Phillips at
Hastings Country Park on Aug 1. Probably arrived there as a migrant. One may
also have been seen on Portsdown on Aug 3 when John Goodspeed saw a
'black and white hoverfly'

OTHER
1. Nothing to report in this update
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun3107
Tue 2 Aug
A. Waders on the Warblington shore
Both Robin and Wren sang briefly in my garden this morning and the sun later brought
both Red Admiral and Large White to feed on the Buddleia and a Holly Blue to flitter
anxiously around the bushes in the hope of meeting a mate.
After a midday high tide I went to the Warblington shore to see what waders might
come to feed as the tide fell - the answer to that was 83 Black-tailed Godwits and
nothing else though I did see a greater variety of waders on the Northney Saltings

before the tide had fallen enough to disperse them from their high tide roost. Among
them I could see a few Dunlin with Redshank, Oystercatcher, Curlew and Lapwing
but I could not make out any others.
At least 400 Black-headed and 150 Herring Gulls littered the shore and among them
I picked out one adult Lesser and one adult Great Blackback (there will have been
immature birds of both species among what I classed a ‘Herring Gulls’). Also in an
inactive mode were half a dozen Cormorant on the saltings, and in the distant heat
haze I could make out 7 Herons and an Egret. To add tone to the show a dozen
Starlings and a few Crows came to feed on the shore.
On my way home I found Gipsywort had started to flower beside Langstone Pond.
and back at home at dusk on an ideal evening for seeing them I took a walk to look for
Swifts but the sky was empty and silent.
Mon 1 Aug
A. Havant, Langstone and north west Hayling Island
At 7am this morning a young Fox was strolling nonchalantly round the lawn behind my
house, unaware that I was watching it from a distance of less than ten yards. Soon
after it had disappeared I myself was out in the garden where the only sounds came
from singing Woodpigeons supplemented by a single burst of Wren song and the
twittering of a House Martin overhead - neither sight nor sound of the Swifts which did
not turn up last evening and whose annual departure always amplifies the silence that
falls on the countryside as bird song ceases.
Later in the morning I cycled down the Billy Line to Langstone and Hayling, going as far
as the open space connecting the old rail line (Hayling Coastal Path) to Saltmarsh
Lane where I hoped to find Slender Hare’s Ear in flower - but did not do so!
On the way there I did find one new plant for my personal year list (others will no doubt
have seen it earlier) and that was Spiny Restharrow flowering where the path
connecting the main road onto Hayling passes round the southern edge of what I call
‘Texaco Bay’ before joining the old rail line north of the Oysterbeds. Having stopped
here I scanned the ‘brick field’ to the south and noticed for the first time the white
flowers on the Cord-grass (often called Spartina) lining the wet ditches of the
northern part of this field from which the clay was dug out in the past for the local brick
making industry.
Another white flowered plant which was at its best, and could be seen in many places,
was Stone Parsley, and when I reached the Saltmarsh Lane site I added another new
white flower to my list in the form of the garden escape Shasta Daisies (large coarse
versions of the wild Ox-eye Daisies). Yet another white flower noted on this trip was
found in the overflow carpark at ‘North Hayling Halt’ where the train used to stop to
serve the local village of Stoke - here, behind the Esso Garage, the Goat’s Rue
flowers were nearly over but I noticed that there were a few of the pure white form
among the majority of blue flowered plants.
Before seeing most of these plants I spent some time at the Oysterbeds where I was
greeted by a flock of some 25 Ringed Plover calling as they flew along the bund walls.
At the lagoon a chattering flock of a dozen Turnstones gave close views of their
summer plumage and several Common Sandpipers were seen occasionally flitting
low across the water (there must have been at least half a dozen present). South of the
Oysterbeds along the outer bank of Stoke Bay I found an estimated 200
Oystercatchers and saw three Egrets fishing.

Smaller birds at the Oysterbeds included a couple of Linnets and a few
Greenfinches, and further south a good dozen Goldfinch were feeding on thistle
seeds until I came along and disturbed them. A slightly unexpected bird in the trees
beside the Coastal Path was a Great Spotted Woodpecker but it soon flew off. At
Saltmarsh Lane there was a rain shower and on the way back, after the rain had
stopped, two Robins were singing strongly - maybe in thanks for the water, maybe
because the rain had stopped! With them I heard just one brief call of what I think was
a Yellowhammer but I could not see the bird and was not certain of the call. A more
distinctive call, plaintive and two-syllabled, came from a Willow Warbler on its way
south, and when I was nearly home I had good views of a Song Thrush to prove that
absence of their song does not mean absence of the birds.
Back in Havant I turned off the Billy Trail to look at the ‘wildflower meadow’ at the end
of Lymbourn Road which is now giving a glorious display of colour as a result of ‘brute
force’ management (ploughing and sowing lots of seed in June). The two dominant
colours are the yellow of Corn Marigolds and the blue of Cornflowers gently
intermixed with the white of the Anthemis austriaca subsitute for Corn Chamomile.
On my evening ‘poster run’ back to Langstone I was a little surprised to see an adult
Med Gull amongst the gull flock on the shore. It had already turned white around the
base of its bill but had not moulted nearly as much as the Black-headed Gulls which
have mostly lost their ‘black heads’. Another slight surprise was to see the first 20 or 30
Dunlin back at the water’s edge. On Langstone Pond the Swan family which had
nested here were all back and taking advantage of the increased amount of bread
being thrown into the pond now that the school holidays have started! (I wonder if the
recent arrival of a third Swan family at Emsworth is the result of the same cause?)
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 25 - 31 (WEEK 30)
Sun 31 July
A. Local Havant news
A brief walk around the Hayling Billy Line behind my house today gave me two fresh
Speckled Wood butterflies (one having quarter size rear wings) and a fresh Holly
Blue.
In the evening up to 20 Swifts were screaming overhead here in Havant
B. (Sun3107) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Fulmar: Aafter a month or more with no sightings of more than the odd single bird a
report of 18 at Dungeness and 9 at Christchurch Harbour, both on July 24, seems to
show post breeding dispersal
2. Sooty Shearwater: After the first sighting in the English Channel for the year at
Portland Bill on July 23 there have been sightings of 2 at Dungeness on July 24 and
another single at Portland on July 25
3. Balearic Shearwater: These have been reported daily along the Channel coast since
July 16 but it was not until July 28 that I saw a report of one off Selsey Bill (and that only
at second hand)
4. Storm Petrel: One seems to have been lingering off Portland with sightings there on
July 24, 26, and 27 but on July 28 one was off Selsey Bill

5. Gannet: A movement of 450 west past Christchurch Harbour in 90 minutes on July 28
was by far the biggest count for July during which there have been only two other three
figure counts (130 in Rye Bay on July 16 and 150 off Portland on July 19)
6. Shag: These birds are not a common sight on the Hampshire shore in July but George
Spraggs took a photo of one 'somewhere on Hayling Island' on July 25 - the first to be
reported anywhere in Hampshire since May 1 but maybe part of a current movement of
these birds as July 26 brought a report of 30 on or around the Culver Cliffs near
Bembridge Foreland on the IoW (and the highest count anywhere on the IoW since Apr
3 has been just 3 birds). Looking back to March 7 I see the IoW had a record count of
70+ birds, followed by 30 on Mar 8, with no other similar figures other than around 30
on Mar 25 and 29 on Mar 28 - I assume those counts represented spring passage of
birds going east and that we are now seeing the return of those birds.
7. Little Egret: I made another attempt to count the birds coming into the Langstone
roost on the evening of July 28 but the tide had been high only an hour before I arrived
and had almost certain driven a good number of birds into the roost much earlier than
usual. On arrival I could see 14 birds in the trees but subsequent movement within the
roost trees suggested that there might have been twice that number (or more) out of
sight in the trees. Adding to the 14 the birds which I actually saw arrive I came to a total
of 67 (by co-incidence the same as my count on July 21) but I suspect the real total
was nearer 100.
8. Mute Swan: The annual 'Swan upping' ceremony took place in Christchurch Harbour
on July 24 and a total of 370 birds was rounded up by people in canoes but if I read the
entry on the Christchurch Harbour website correctly at least 50 birds escaped the
round-up and were not included in the 370
9. Mandarin: A female appeared at Titchfield Haven on July 28 and seems to be a first
for the year at the Haven
10. Red Crested Pochard: The bird which was at Titchfield Haven in April, May and June
but left on June 15 (rumoured to have gone to the mouth of the Beaulieu River)
returned to the Haven on July 21 (but without the two Shelduck which were its constant
companions earlier in the year). It is of course only my assumption this is the same bird
- the news of the July 21 sighting does not say if that was of a male or female bird (the
spring one was a male)
11. Eider: A report of 35 off the Lymington Marshes on July 30 is the first news of them
there since Marcus Ward told us on July 5 that they were moulting - I doubt they will
have completed their moult yet but maybe they have done so sufficiently for a few extra
birds to have arrived from the north as there were only 21 seen there a month ago (on
June 30) and the highest count in May (as reported by Russell Wynn) was of 27
(though more than 50 were off Titchfield Haven on May 25)
12. Common Scoter: There has been no shortage of these in the English Channel this
summer and counts of 294 going west past Dungeness on July 26 (and 321 seen from
Dungeness on July 27) imply that there are now even more off the central south coast.
13. Goosander: A redhead flew over Christchurch Harbour on July 28, apparently coming
south from the Avon valley and heading back north. John Clark had seen Goosanders
at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on May 1 and 15 - his two counts indiciated a minimum
population of 1 male and 3 females - so it seems likely that a breeding population has
stayed on in the Avon valley this summer....

14. Osprey: One has been seen at the Lower Test Marshes (Southampton) on July 26, 27
and 30 (probably the same single bird) while another was seen at the Arlington
Reservoir in East Sussex on July 27 and 29
15. Merlin: The last one to be seen on the south coast this spring flew north over the
Lymington marshes on May 11, but by July 30 one was already back there, seen by
Stephen Piggott.
16. Hobby: It would seem that some are already leaving Britain as the Dungeness website
entry for July 29 implies when it says "Migrants overhead included three Hobbys, 130
Sand Martin and seven Yellow Wagtails."
17. Sanderling: A comment from Kris Gillam that 27 Sanderling seen on the Ryde Sands
on July 27 was the largest July count of Sanderling on the IoW in recent years
emphasises the early return of this and other wader species which seem to have had a
very bad breeding season. The first returning Sanderling seem to have arrived on July
20 when there were ten at each of Dungeness and Portland, but since then we have
had counts of 38 at Dungeness on July 21, 40 at Portland (Ferrybridge) on July 24, and
130 flying past Christchurch Harbour (also on July 24). The birds seen at Ryde on July
27 were probably only a part of a larger flock then arriving in the Solent as around 18
appeared at Titchfield Haven (and 47 were at Portland) on that same day.
18. Little Stint: The first two autumn birds were seen at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool
(Pagham Harbour) on July 28 by Chris Seaton
19. White-rumped Sandpiper: One seen at Farlington Marshes by Jason Crook on the
evening of July 27 was only the 18th ever to be recorded in Hampshire and the first
since one seen at Keyhaven on 4 Aug 2004 by Marcus Ward. Last year's bird was only
seen for one hour, though several of the earlier sightings have been of birds that
stayed around for some time (in 1996 one was at Farlington Marshes from Aug 16 to
Sept 7). Even if it does not stay Jason's bird has set a record as the earliest ever to
arrive in Hampshire (if only by one day - the previous earliest was at Titchfield Haven
on July 28 in 1999).
20. Curlew Sandpiper: At dawn on July 27, after heavy overnight rain, there was a
surprising count of 22 Curlew Sandpiper and 111 Greenshank at Rye Harbour. After
that a sighting of an adult in summer plumage at the Lymington marshes on July 29
loses a little of the impact it would normally have made!
21. Dunlin: As yet no report of 500 or more but 450 were at Portland (Ferrybridge) on July
27 and the same number were reported at Christchurch Harbour on July 30
(interestingly they had 11 juveniles with them so the breeding season has not been a
total failure - just a major calamity, though we may of course still see a lot more families
with young).
22. Ruff: Just one had been seen back in Hampshire (on July 9 at Titchfield Haven) before
another single arrived at the Haven on July 28 (with a single at Christchurch Harbour
on the same day to be the first autumn bird in Dorset)
23. Greenshank: I have mentioned above the extraordinary count of 111 made at Rye
Harbour on July 27, but it seems that that was only part of the flock seen at Rye that
day - another report gives a total of more than 150 Greenshank there.
24. Green Sandpiper: July 27 also seems to have brought with it a wave of these birds
giving Owen Mitchell a count of 18 at the pits east of Chichester.
25. Wood Sandpiper: July 26 brought one of these to Rye Harbour and another to
Christchurch Harbour

26. Turnstone: By July 29 Richard Carpenter was able to count 40 back at Titchfield
Haven
27. Med Gull: These are now moving to the Isle of Wight which they seem to prefer as
their autumn and winter base. On July 25 Kris Gillam reported a flock of 130 on the
Ryde sands with another 40 off the north eastern coast seen from the Hersey nature
reserve. On July 29 Colin Allen was on a fishing boat some 4 miles south east of St
Catherine's Point and saw a single Med Gull among the Kittiwakes, Herring and Great
Blackback Gulls. Colin says "This is the first Med Gull I have seen mixing it with the
other gulls off the back of a fishing boat in some 40 years of going to sea."
28. Roseate Tern: Three were recorded at Titchfield Haven on July 17 and again on July
27 - I think those were offshore sightings but on July 29 one was perched on the posts
in the river and on July 30 one was to be seen on the beach
29. Little Tern: The breeding colony on the Chesil Bank near Portland has had total failure
this year - not a single chick has fledged.
30. Black Tern: These are now heading west and one had reached Titchfield Haven by
July 27 with another 4 new arrivals being seen at Dungeness on July 28.
31. Cuckoo: An adult at Portland on July 27 and two separate juveniles at Pulborough
Brooks on July 25 are in the current news.
32. Kingfisher: A group of six seen around Warnham Mill Pond at Horsham on July 26
could have been a family group newly ejected from their nest by their parents (the
parents feed their young lovingly while in the nest but as soon as the youngsters
emerge I am told that the parents immediately drive them out of the adults' territory
without so much as a single fishing lesson)
33. Yellow Wagtail: Reports of these arriving at the south coast are now coming in daily two at the Pevensey Levels on July 27, four at Dungeness on July 28, seven at
Dungeness on July 28 and one at Portland (Ferrybridge) on July 30
34. Wren: After a week of silence I heard one sing at Warblington on July 28 (but I have
not heard a Dunnock since July 25)
35. Common Redstart: The first heading south this autumn was at Christchurch Harbour
on July 30 (two birds were seen)
36. Whinchat: The third report of these for the autumn is of an adult male on the
Lymington Marshes on July 29 (the first had been seen on Hayling on July 11 and
another two were by the River Itchen near Eastleigh on July 14)
37. Mistle Thrush: A flock of 8 at Titchfield Haven on July 20 were probably a combination
of at least two families.
38. Reed Warbler: Both Sedge and Reed Warblers are now starting to head south, one
Reed Warbler giving Matt Eade an unexpected garden tick at his Seaford home on
July 27.
39. Melodious Warbler: One spent the whole day around the Dungeness observatory on
July 29, giving good views to confirm its identity.
40. Willow Warbler: The southward flow of these is increasing with eleven reports in the
latest input. On July 28 there were 10 at Portland with 13 there on July 29 and July 30
brought a report of more than 24 at Christchurch Harbour.

41. Goldfinch: Ian Pibworth saw 80 on Thistles at the Testwood Lakes (Southampton) on
July 24.
42. Crossbill: Seven new reports in the latest input - seven came in off the sea at
Christchurch Harbour on July 28 and on that same day a group of eight paused briefly
in Lymington before continuing north
PLANTS
1. Night-flowering Catchfly: Seen flowering on Magdalen Hill Down (east of
Winchester) on July 28 in an area previously sown with wildflower seed. Also here
were Venus Looking Glass, Corn Chamomile and Cornflower. As Andy Byfield of
Plantlife was in the party which saw these I hope that the Corn Chamomile was
genuine and not the Anthemis austriaca substitute which some wildflower seed
merchants supply!
2. Blue Fleabane: Found flowering on Oxenbourne Down on July 23 (same day that I
found it on the Portsmouth IBM site)
3. Broad-leaved Helleborine: John Goodspeed found the first of this species in flower
alongside Sheepwash Lane (just east of the A3M north of Waterlooville) on July 30.
John says that most of the 76 spikes which he counted were in flower.
4. Violet Helleborine: John Goodspeed is also the first to report this in flower. He says
that on July 25 one of three plants in Stansted Forest was in flower.
5. Frog Orchid: These have been reported from Noar Hill near Petersfield and Beachy
Head in Sussex on June 15 and 25 respectively but a count of 61 found on
Oxenbourne Down (close to Butser Hill near Petersfield) by the Havant Wildlife Group
on July 23 was an impressive find.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies
o

Small Red-eyed Damselfly: This recent immigrant to Britain continues to
spread and has now been found at the Testwood Lakes west of Southampton.
Les Stride found 10 pairs there on on July 16. The species was found at the
nearby Lower Test Marshes last year but I think it is an addition to the Testwood
Lake fauna.

2. Butterflies
o

Clouded Yellow: July 28 brought sightings at Southampton University and on
Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester and on July 29 two were seen at Portland
Bill

o

White-letter Hairstreak: On July 22 Andrew Brookes found more than 3 at the
Gosport Defence Munitions MoD site and sometime 'recently' Richard Levett
recorded 10 in the Hook Park area of Warsash.

o

Holly Blue: No great numbers so far for the summer brood of these though I
have seen one in my Havant garden on July 28 and 31, and Mike Duffy had one
in Basing Forest on July 28.

o

Speckled Wood: Although there has been no significant gap in reported
sightings I think the late summer (third) brood is now starting to emerge - on July
31 I saw two fresh specimens in the old railway line behind my house in Havant

where I have not seen any for a long time. One of them had very small hind
wings (only about a quarter the size of the forewings).
3. Moths:
o

Agapeta zoegana (B&F 938): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 7

o

Phlyctaenia coronata (B&F 1378): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on
July 11

o

Mother of Pearl (B&F 1405): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 7 predating the previously reported first date of July 22

o

Oak Eggar (B&F 1637): A first for Adrian Hoskins at Broxhead Common in east
Hampshire on July 23

o

Beautiful Carpet (B&F 1748): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 7

o

Bordered Beauty (B&F 1907): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 11

o

Brown-tail (B&F 2029): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 7 predating previously reported first date

o

Jersey Tiger (B&F 2067): A genuine first of year taken by Sam Knill-Jones at
Totland (IoW) on July 28

o

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing: (B&F 2111): First of year taken
at Titchfield Haven on July 11 (unlike its close relative Langmaid's Yellow
Underwing - number 2111a - which was first reported at Dungeness on June
24)

o

Fen Wainscot (B&F 2377): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 11

o

Lesser Belle (B&F 2471): First of year taken at Titchfield Haven on July 11 - not
sure of the current status of this species - my moth book implies it is only found
in Kent.

o

Striped Lychnis caterpillars: Seven more of these have been found by David
Mason in his Clanfield garden on July 29 - one of them had no black markings.

4. Other Insects
o

Volucella zonaria: The first of these large hoverflies was seen at Titchfield
Haven on July 29 by Richard Carpenter

OTHER
1. Nothing to report in this update
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2707
Thu 28 July
A. Egret roost count at Langstone
I spent an hour on the seawall by Langstone Pond this evening counting the Egrets
arriving for the night. Unfortunately the tide had been high an hour earlier than I arrived
on the scene and the hight water had driven an unspecified number of the birds to
roost before I arrived. I could see 14 birds in the trees when I arrived but there may
have been two or three times that number. Using just the count of 14 as my base my
total came to just 67, including one impressive group of nine birds coming in together.

As on my last visit a Noctule Bat was hunting overhead towards the end of my visit
(i.e. from about 20 mins after sunset)
Wed 27 July
A. (Wed2707) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2407
BIRDS
1. Sooty Shearwater: One was seen from Portland Bill on July 23 and again on July 25.
These were the first sightings for the year in the Channel - normally these birds from
the southern oceans are seen around Britain in August and September. Last year none
were seen until Sept 14 (off Selsey Bill) but they then stayed around to give a total of
seven sightings in the Selsey and Hayling area up to Oct 21, followed by a single
anonymous report from the Lymington area 'sometime in November'.
2. Balearic Shearwater: David Thelwell tells us that one or possibly two have been in
Christchurch Bay (between The Needles and Hengistbury Head) throughout the week
ending July 24 and this is backed by a report of two seen from Christchurch Harbour on
July 24 when two or maybe three were off Portland (there had been a report of nine
seen from Portland on July 22 so they are not in short supply at the moment). David's
report is the second Hampshire sighting this year - Bob Marchant saw one from Hurst
on July 18.
3. Storm Petrel: Another single seen from Portland on July 24 - these have been in the
Channel since May 15 and I now have 11 reports covering up to 21 individuals.
4. Cattle Egret: I have already reported one flying over the New Forest on July 21 but on
July 23 Cliff Dean broke the news that a juvenile on what must have been almost its
first flight had crossed the Channel during a period of southerly winds on July 10 and
had landed in allotments at Hastings, and has continued to visit these allotments up to
July 23. It has apparently found a good supply of insect food there and has put on
weight!
5. Shelduck: In addition to the family of six young at Farlington Marshes and seven
young at Budds Farm Pools which have recently been seen by Jason Crook, Ian
Calderwood tells us on July 23 that a pair have raised seven young in the Frater Lake
area of Portsmouth Harbour (Ian had seen them 'recently' within the MoD Defence
Muntions site which includes the landward end of Frater Lake) - maybe the adult I saw
on the IBM Lake on July 23 had come from Frater?
6. Hobby: David Parker had one over his garden at Forestside (north edge of Stansted
Forest) on July 23.
7. Avocet: My recent comment that Avocets were now moving west along the south
coast gets some minor confirmation from David Thelwell who saw one fly west over
Hurst Beach at Lymington on July 24.
8. Sanderling: These seem to have started returning to the south coast on July 20 when
10 were at Dungeness followed by a count of 38 there on July 21. By July 24 there was
a count of 130 from Christchurch Harbour and of 40 at the landward end of Portland
(Ferrybridge) which were probably in addition to 18 flying past the Bill on that day.
9. Kittiwake: A flock of 27 flying west past Christchurch Harbour on July 24 may indicate
that the breeding season is now over for the birds nesting on the Sussex cliffs (and
elsewhere), and that we have a better chance of seeing them on the Hampshire coast

from now on (though the highest count for any of the 11 Hampshire reports in the
second half of last year was only three birds, and they were all seen in October).
10. Turtle Dove: On July 25 David Parker heard one purring at the Marlpit Lane site to the
west of Funtington, confirming that these birds have not abandoned that site this year
(there was also a report from John Simons of one seen on June 17 at the nearby Pig
fields closer to Funtington and I think Brian Fellows may have told me of seeing one at
Marlpit Lane though I have not recorded it). One local site from which there have not
yet been any reports this year is the orchards at Nutbourne on the north shore of
Chichester Harbour ....
11. Dunnock: Still singing very sporadically around my garden (where a juvenile Robin is
already showing signs of growing a red breast). Up to 20 House Sparrows are still
feeding in and around my garden.
12. Crossbill: The flock of 46 Crossbills which John Simons saw 'somewhere in Stansted
Forest' on July 2 is probably still around in the Forest. On July 3 David Parker saw a
flock which he estimated to be of 30 birds in and around his garden on the north edge
of the Forest, and David has seen a similar size flock there again on July 24
PLANTS
1. Prickly Lettuce: This at last began to open its flowers here in Havant on July 24
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Just one more report from Maurice Pugh in the New Forest
near Cadnam on July 23

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: Just one more seen on Martin Down on July 23 bringing the
total of reports this year to just 17, all of them of single butterflies bar one
sighting of two on May 9

o

Purple Emperor: Ashley Whitlock tells us that the season for these is drawing
to a close and the butterflies are now looking worn. His peak count of 17 in the
Alice Holt Forest near Alton on July 11 had diminished to just 5 by July 23

o

Painted Lady: A couple of new reports for July 23 (from Martin Down in
Hampshire and Edburton Hill in Sussex) brings my total to 31 reports of up to 37
individuals, and there is just a hint of an invasion since July 15 (when Mark
Litjens saw three on Old Winchester Hill). Since then there have been sightings
on July 17, 18 (2 butterflies), 21 (2 reports), 22 and 23 (again two reports)

o

Comma: This seems to be the best performing of our 'common' summer
butterflies with 45 reports (up to 166 individuals) in July. A late report of ten seen
on July 17 at Tottington Wood (close to Small Dole in the Adur Valley just north
of the South Downs) comes from Tony Wilson to match the ten seen by Martin
Hampton on the Langstone South Moors on that same day but Adrian Hoskins
count of 23 in Stansted Forest on July 21 remains the largest.

o

Dark Green Fritillary: A late report for July 16 of more than 50 seen in the Isle
of Wight on the open downland between the wooded Shalcombe Down and the
open Wellow Down (above Brook Down) is worth a mention. By July 23 Ian
Pratt could only see 12 there, but also on July 23 Sue Law found more than 50
on Martin Down on the Hants/Wilts border.

o

Silver Washed Fritillary: Still plenty of these around when the sun shines. A
site which I was not previously aware of gave Tony Wilson a count of 35 on July
17 - this is Tottington Wood at the north foot of the South Downs to the east of
the R Adur and close to the village of Small Dole

o

Speckled Wood: The third generation of the year should emerge towards the
end of July but there is no sign of it yet - just one report in the latest batch of
input, from Derek Hale at the Brading Marshes RSPB reserve on the IoW on
July 24.
Last year the new brood started to emerge on July 20 and I had 15 reports of
them from July 20 to 31

o

Gatekeeper: These seem to be having a magnificent summer with yet another
report of them seen in hundreds - on July 23 Maurice Pugh estimated that he
saw over 400 in Shave Green Inclosure just west of Cadnam in the New Forest,
matching Martin Hampton's estimate of 400 seen on the Langstone South
Moors on July 17 as the joint 'largest counts of the season'.

o

Small Heath: A count of more than 20 seen on Martin Down by Sue Law on July
23 seems to show that this species (which started to emerge on May 1) has just
'kept going when the rest have stopped' - no sign yet of the first brood dying
back.

3. Moths: 11 new species for the year list ...
o

Lyonetia clerkella (B&F 263): An Apple tree leaf miner species taken by Nick
Montegriffo at Sherborne St John (Basingstoke) on July 22

o

Limnaecia phragmitella (B&F 898): Another micro taken by Nick Montegriffo
at Sherborne St John (Basingstoke) on July 22

o

Dolicharthria punctalis (B&F 1399): Taken at Hastings Country Park on July
22

o

Mother of Pearl (B&F 1405): Taken both by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in the
New Forest and by Nick Montegriffo at Basingstoke, both on July 22

o

Chalk Carpet (B&F 1731): Seen at Edburton Hill on the South Downs by Tony
Wilson on July 24

o

Haworth's Pug (B&F 1813): Taken by Nick Montegriffo at Basingstoke on July
22

o

Canary-shouldered Thorn (B&F 1913): Taken by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam on
July 21

o

Great Oak Beauty (B&F 1943): Taken by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam on July 21

o

White Satin Moth (B&F 2031): Taken by Tim Norriss at Rooksbury Mill
(Andover) on July 23

o

Brown-line Bright-eye (B&F 2192): Taken by Nick Montegriffo at Basingstoke
on July 22

o

Dusky Sallow (B&F 2352): Taken by Tony Wilson at Edburton north of the
South Downs on July 21 (and by Nick Montegriffo on the following night)

o

Striped Lychnis: Andy Barker found caterpillars of this rare moth starting to eat
Dark Mullein in a Winchester cemetery on July 22. The caterpillars look similar
to those of the much commoner Mullein moth and I had previously thought that
one sure way to distinguish between the two was the date when the caterpillars
were seen - if before the end of July they should be Mullein and if after the start
of August they should be Striped Lychnis but the date of Andy's find puts this in
question. However a photo of those that were found in Winchester gives a
clearer way of separating the species - the Mullein caterpillars which most
people are familiar with have black bands separating each body segment (as
well as other black and gold marks and a lot of white) but in the Striped Lychnis
moths these black hoops separating the segments are missing giving the
caterpillars a much whiter look. (As these were only first or second instar
caterpillars there is nothing to guarantee that the caterpillars do not acquire
more black as they become larger and older!)

o

Early Thorn: I see that in my previous notes I said that the Early Thorn taken by
Maurice Pugh on July 14 was the first of the second generation for the year but
in fact Maurice had already taken one on July 7 and that was the first I have
heard of since Apr 27.

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Two more singles, one in Tony Wilson's garden at
Edburton under the Sussex Downs on July 17 and the other at Martin Down on
July 23 bring the total of reports for the year to 59

o

Nut-tree Tussock: Another 'first of the second generation' for Maurice Pugh.
He took one in Cadnam on July 21, the first since May 5.

o

Oak Hook-tip: Yet another first of the second generation was taken by Maurice
Pugh on July 14 (he has since had another on July 21)

OTHER
1. Nothing to report in this update
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2407
Wildlife diary and news for July 18 - 24 (Week 29)
Use this link to go to latest News and Reports -> Sun2407
Sun 24 July
A. (Sun2407) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2007
BIRDS
1. Balearic Shearwater: In the five days from July 19 to 23 there have been ten reports
of these at sites from Dungeness to Portland Bill, and on July 22 a total of nine were
seen from Portland Bill (with only two Manx Shearwater seen there on that day)
2. Cattle Egret: On July 21 Mike Rafter saw one circling a campsite near Ocknell
Inclosure (near the old Stoney Cross aerodrome south west of Fritham) before it flew
off south west
3. Little Egret: Barry Yates, warden of Rye Harbour reserve, comments this week that
the number of Little Egrets coming to roost at Castle Water in his reserve is now rapidly
increasing but only claims a count of 26 birds on July 20 whereas on July 21 the

Langstone roost here in Havant was up to 67 (the birds still using trees by Langstone
Mill Pond, having abandoned the Wade Court site).
Another item that was news to me came from Derek Hale on the Isle of Wight who
found 7 Egrets in what he describes as the roost trees at the Quarr Abbey fishponds
(just east of where the ferries dock at Fishbourne). While he saw them at around 8am
(and most Egrets leave their night roosts at dawn) the tide should have been very low
at that time on July 23 so this was unlikely to have been a daytime high tide roost, and
I am left wondering if this is another regular night roost which could be interesting to
keep an eye on as Egret numbers rise dramatically in the next two months.
4. Great White Egret: A new contributor to Hoslist reports seeing a Great White Egret
standing between a Grey Heron and a Little Egret at the Mockbeggar Lake on July 17
- this could have been the same bird seen over the Dungeness RSPB reserves on July
16 but there have been no other sightings that I am aware of.
5. White Stork: Two recent reports suggest that a White Stork is still around in the
Kent-Sussex area. On July 14 one flew over Sandwich in East Kent (good photo to
prove it) and on July 21 one was over Eastbourne.
6. Canada Goose: These have completed their annual moult earlier than usual and were
on the move again by mid-July. Ian Pibworth reports 46 back at the Testwood Lakes by
July 17 and on July 23 I found only 75 at the Portsmouth IBM Lake where there had
been 193 on June 25
7. Cackling Canada Goose: Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) come in at least nine
separate sub-species or races and an example of one of these races (Branta
canadensis minima, also known at a Cackling Canada Goose) was on the Portsmouth
IBM Lake on July 23 trying to hide itself among the 75 'Western Canada Geese' but
standing out from them by being just half their size. It's plumage was a perfect copy of
theirs except for one feature - the face. In the large birds this is all black except for the
white 'chin strap' and this should be true of a minima bird but this one had a white face
like that of a Barnacle, the black being restricted to the crown and area above the eyes.
I suspect this is the same bird that was at Farlington Marshes on Jan 9 and 19 this
year, then at the Chichester Lakes on Feb 19, but which has not been reported since
then. In 2004 it was also seen at Farlington and Chichester but spent July on the Sinah
Gravel Pit (Hayling Island) and may have gone as far west as the Lymington Marshes
in April.
8. Shelduck: My recent report of a lone adult Shelduck on the Budds Farm pools at
Havant was just a bad observation as both Mike Collins and Jason Crook have seen a
whole family there on July 17 and 19 respectively - Jason counted 7 well grown
ducklings with a pair of adults. There is plenty of scope for a family fo ducks to remain
hidden from a casual glance at the Budds Farm pools, as there is at the IBM Lake in
Portsmouth, so maybe I was again failing in my duty when I only recorded a single
adult Shelduck there on July 23, but if so the Shelducks at the IBM Lake have
remained hidden from everyone since Apr 13 when Kevin Stouse was the last to see a
group of up to three that seemed to be prospecting for a nest site at the lake.
9. Shoveler: Another fairly local breeding record comes from Owen Mitchell who saw a
pair with three young at the Chichester Drayton pits on July 16
10. Tufted Duck: On July 19 Jason Crook saw a total of 11 young ducklings in four family
groups at the Havant Budds Farm pools
11. Spotted Crake: Last year one of these was at Farlington Marshes from Aug 20 - 23
and another at the Lower Test Marshes from Sep 12 to 14, but perhaps one will turn up

in Hampshire a little earlier this year as one has been reported from the Stour Valley in
Kent as early as July 22
12. Avocet: These are now beginning to move to their winter quarters in the west country.
Following the report of one at Farlington Marshes on July 16 singles were at
Christchurch Harbour on July 19 and at the Lymington Marshes on July 21, then three
were at Christchurch on July 22 (when 5 turned up at Rye Harbour, probably on their
way west).
13. Golden Plover: The first to be seen on the south coast since May was in the Kent
Stour Valley on July 17
14. Grey Plover: Although a few stay with us each summer a report of the first autumn bird
back at Christchurch Harbour on July 23 suggests that we may all soon be seeing
these birds in their summer plumage
15. Knot: Also newly back at Christchurch Harbour on July 19 were two Knot described as
being 'in pristine plumage' which I guess means their red breeding plumage
16. Sanderling: Nine reports of these from July 18 to 23 show that these are also returning
early. Flocks of up to 11 have arrived at Portland (July 21) and 38 at Dungeness (same
day), and on July 22 two birds seen at Christchurch were in summer plumage.
Interestingly one was at Hythe on Southampton Water on July 22 (maybe suggesting
an overland flight from the north?)
17. Curlew Sandpiper: One was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool south of Chichester on July
21, already moulting.
18. Dunlin: The count at Christchurch was up to 231 on July 20 and 260 on July 21
19. Ruff: I have no reports of any from May 25 to July 3 but since then they have been an
almost daily occurrence in the Kent Stour Valley with counts of 8 on July 15, 7 on July
17 and 10 on July 19
20. Wood Sandpiper: A couple of new reports from Kent and East Sussex have been
followed by a report of the first for the year at Christchurch on July 21
21. Turnstone: These too are starting to arrive back - new reports of small groups come
from Dorset and the Isle of Wight, and on July 22 a small flock turned up at Hythe on
Southampton Water (where they were said to be back 9 days earlier than in 2004)
22. Common Gull: A group of 12 at Fishbourne on the IoW, seen on July 23, was the
biggest count so far.
23. Kittiwake: A couple of sightings from Christchurch on July 20 (a single juvenile) and
23 (two birds) were the first I have seen since June 15
24. Black Tern: One at Rye Harbour on July 19 was the first on the south coast since June
26 and probably means that the westward flow has now started.
25. Tree Pipit: One at Portland Bill on July 20 was the first I have heard of since June 19
and must indicate the start of their return journey.
26. Pied Wagtail: These are adept at catching tiny insects and can be seen doing so on
hot surfaces like tarmac roads and school playing grounds, or making short flights from
the shore of a pond to pick them from the surface of the water, but Ian Pibworth has
noticed another way in which they get their food. He has more than once seen a Pied
Wagtail grasp the base of a blade of grass in its bill, then raise its head to draw the
blade through its bill, and he thinks that they do this to collect minute insects from the

surface of the grass (rather as we might lick the gravy from a plate when no one is
looking).
27. Dunnock: Last Sunday (July 17) I reported the end of Wren and Dunnock song but
have had to eat my words as I have heard both since then, though their song is greatly
diminished of late.
28. Robin: This has been silent since June 20 according to my records but on July 22 I
heard one giving its quiet autumn song in my garden and on July 23 I heard another at
the Portsmouth IBM site.
29. Wheatear: Juvenile Wheatears were reported from Sandwich Bay on July 3 and from
the IoW on July 10 but in both cases these were probably still near their nest sites. New
reports however show the birds heading south. On July 20 Ken Hearne saw one on the
beach at Rustington (Worthing) and July 22 brought the first autumn arrivals at
Christchurch Harbour and at Portland Bill.
30. Yellowhammer: A count of 8 around Old Winchester Hill was made by the Havant
Wildlife Group on the evening of July 20 - these may have been breeding birds, in
which case it is good news, but they could have been the beginnings of an autumn
flock of birds for whom the breeding seaon is over (though they may not yet have lost
the urge to sing).
PLANTS
1. Alder Buckthorn: Berries can now be seen on these trees and on Rowans while
Hazel trees already have nuts that look full size but will have little inside them.
2. Dwarf Gorse: This was already starting to flower in Havant Thicket on July 22
3. Burnet Saxifrage: My first sight of this in flower came at the IBM Portsmouth site on
July 23
4. Wild Angelica: One plant had just started to flower in Havant Thicket on July 22
5. Cross-leaved Heath: I don't know when this started to flower but there was a good
show of it in Havant Thicket on July 22
6. Common Calamint: The substantial cluster of these plants which I discovered last
year at the IBM Portsmouth site was again covered in flowers this year on July 23
7. Lesser Skullcap: Richard Carpenter had seen this in flower on July 4 but I did not see
it until July 22 in Havant Thicket
8. Round-headed Rampion: Although John Goodspeed had found this in flower at
Catherington Down on June 22 he was impressed by the great show of it on Old
Winchester Hill on July 20
9. Ploughman's Spikenard: I suspect this has been out on Portsdown Hill for some time
but I found it in flower for the first time this year at the Portsmouth IBM site on July 23
10. Blue Fleabane: A more genuine first flowering date for this was July 23 at the
Portsmouth IBM site.
11. Mugwort: This also was a first flowering on July 23 at the IBM site - as usual the flower
heads have been looking pure white while the flowers remain unopen, then become a
dirty brown colour (looking as if flowering is over) when the petals do open.
12. Purple Moor Grass: Just starting to flower in Havant Thicket on July 22

INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Migrant Hawker: Mark Litjens reports the first of these for the year from the
Lymington Marshes on July 22, helping to confirm my own impression that a
smallish, short-bodied dragonfly in my Havant garden on that day was a Migrant
Hawker (I also think I saw one at the Portsmouth IBM site on July 23)

o

Black Darter: Not a local sighting but the first I have heard of this year comes
from Maurice Pugh at Meathop Moss on the north side of the Kent estuary in
Cumbria on July 11 - they should have been out in the New Forest since early
July.

2. Butterflies:
o

Camberwell Beauty: A late report (seen on Steve Nash's site) of one in
Yorkshire on June 26 is worth a mention

o

Swallowtail: Also from Steve's website is a report dated June 24 of a
Swallowtail migrant from the continent laying eggs on Fennel on the Kent shore
close to Deal

o

Clouded Yellow: Here in Hampshire Roger Buchanan saw one at Magdalen
Hill Down east of Winchester on July 21

o

White-letter Hairstreak: One was seen by Rohan Amick at the Portsmouth
IBM site nectaring on Ragwort on July 13

o

Small Copper: Three reports of these on July 21 and 22 include one from Alan
Thornbury who saw two of the butterflies on teh slope of Portsdown above the
QA Hospital.

o

Small Blue: First sightings of the second brood came from Portsdown on July
21 - Alan Thornbury saw two near the Wymering chalk pit above the QA
Hospital and Theo Roberts saw at least one in the Fort Purbrook area at the
east end of the hill

o

Common Blue: Although fresh summer insects have been seen since July 7 or
8 it is only now that they are appearing in numbers. On July 23 I saw at least a
dozen around the Portsmouth IBM site

o

Chalkhill Blue: These have also started to appear in good numbers - on July 22
Mike Duffy found more than 250 on Stockbridge Down

o

White Admiral: On July 21 Theo Roberts counted 18 in the Hookheath reserve
north of Portsdown and on July 22 Andrew Brookes found 13 in woods near
Boarhunt at the west end of Portsdown. Not so many in Stansted Forest but on
July 21 Adrian Hoskins had the pleasure of having one land on his arm while he
was there.

o

Painted Lady: Still no real invasion but July 21 brought singles in Stansted
Forest and at Magdalen Hill Down with another single on the Lymington
Marshes on July 22.

o

Peacock: Still very few reports of these but on July 17 Martin Hampton had one
at the Langstone South Moors and on July 22 Mark Litjens had as many as four
in the Lymington area.

o

Comma: Slightly better news of these with local reports of 10 at the Langstone
South Moors on July 17 and 23 of them in Stansted Forest on July 21

o

Gatekeeper: Huge numbers of these appeared on the weekend of July 17 with
estimated counts of 400 at the Langstone South Moors, at least 200 in the
Hayling Oysterbeds area and 300 at the Gosport Defence Muntions site south
of Fareham Creek while Andrew Brookes spoke of uncountable numbers on
Portsdown (west end)

3. Moths: Only one in the latest reports which is new to my year list
o

Hoary Footman: One was taken at Portland Bill on July 22

o

Puss Moth: This year's moths are coming to an end now but they have left
behind their offsping in the form of large and striking caterpillars - a photo of one
can be seen on the Rye Harbour wildlife website.

4. Other insects:
o

Sheep Nostril Fly: This strange insect also has its photo on the RX Wildlife
website with the following description of its life cycle written by Barry Yates
(warden of Rye Harbour). He writes ....
"The rare and strange Sheep Nostril Fly (Oestrus ovis) has made it’s annual
appearance at Watch Cottage today with 2 seen" and then goes on to quote
from a textbook on flies ...
"Oestrus females are viviparous, like some of the species of Calliphoridae,
i.e. living larvae are deposited instead of eggs. The place chosen is the
nostrils of sheep, as a rule in hot, sunny weather; thence the young larvae find
their way to the frontal sinuses. They attach themselves by their mouth-hooks to
the mucous membrane and feed, remaining here for about nine months and
undergoing changes of form meanwhile.
By spring or early summer, the third larval stage is reached, and this causes, in
the host, fits or a dazed condition known as 'false gid'; the term is used in
contradistinction to 'true gid', which is caused by the infestation of the sheep’s
brain by a tapeworm. In this stage the larva is a fat, corrugated maggot,
somewhat narrowed at the anterior end, with large mouth-hooks and armed
with transverse rows of spines on the ventral surface.
When fully-fed, the larvae relinquish their hold on the membrane and are
sneezed out by the sheep on to the ground, where they pupate under stones or
grass tufts. Adult life is short and no feeding takes place, the mouthparts being
vestigial; the flies are to be found on walls and in shady places in sheep-raising
localities. The animals try to evade the attentions of the Oestrus females by
keeping their noses to the ground on bare patches of earth, where the flies can
be easily seen. Generally, only a few larvae are present in any one animal, but
they may cause a serious loss of condition." (from Flies of the British Isles by C.
N. Colyer and C. O. Hammond, Frederick Warne & Co. Ltd., 1951)
One thing that is not immediately apparent from the above is the the fly larvae
spend up to nine months in the sheep's nose.

o

Glow-worm: John Goodspeed counted 21 on the evening of July 19 when he
walked across the Purbrook Golf Course behind Fort Purbrook on Portsdown
and then down the south slope of the hill via the now closed Gillman Road which
meets Portsdown Hill Road opposite College Road.

OTHER
1. Red Squirrel: I have difficulty in believing a story published on the Portland Bill bird
observatory website this week which tells how a Red Squirrel was seen in the West
Weare area of Portland being chased by gulls and seeking refuge by jumping in
through an open office window. Maybe it was not a Squirrel at all but an escaping
prisoner from the Weare prison ship using a clever disguise to escape attention?
2. Grey Squirrel: A more believable 'silly season story' comes from the SOS website and
concerns a Grey Squirrel which spotted a group of Jackdaws taking it in turns to empty
a garden peanut bird feeder. Peter Edmonds, in whose garden (at Wisborough Green
near Pulborough) this took place, describes what happened next - he says the "squirrel
was chasing the jackdaws off the feeder and, as they alighted on the lawn, not very
scared, the squirrel started running around two or three in circles and turning
somersaults. The jackdaws watched in amazement for a few moments and then flew
off. The squirrel took up position in the middle of the lawn, sat up tall and surveyed his
kingdom!"
3. Sunfish: These fish can grow to 4 metres in length but they are almost circular when
seen in side view so a large one would have a body about 3m from top to bottom, and
as they have two fins which are each about 1m long, one pointing up. the other down,
the big specimens would need a 5m depth of water in which to operate. That is
normally no problem as they are an oceanic species, but they do occasionally come
into the English Channel and on July 23 one was seen briefly in the water just off
Portland Bill.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2007
Sat 23 July
A. WeBS Count at the IBM Lake in Portsmouth
Today was the scheduled date for the monthly count of waders and wildfowl which
gives me an excuse to visit my old stamping ground at the Portsmouth IBM site.
There was some bird interest - the 193 Canada Geese which had been here a month
ago had finished their moult and most had flown elsewhere but there were still 75 on
the lake and with them was a half-size relative (a Cackling Canada Goose) which
probably indicated that some if not all of the birds present today were not ones that had
been here last month.
One other surprise among the birds was a single adult Shelduck - as none had been
seen on this lake since Apr 13 I’m pretty sure none had bred here so I have no idea
what this one was doing.
A single Egret was present and I saw one adult Great Crested Grebe but nothing else
of real interest, though a group of five Cormorant may have had their eyes on the
large Carp that could be seen around the shallow edges of the lake (each one of them
probably weighing more than a Cormorant). As I waded the ford to get out to the
islands these monsters shot off from beneath my feet and I’m sure if one of them had
decided to charge at me it could have knocked me over!
Several plant were newly in flower - Common Calamint, Burnet Saxifrage and Blue
Fleabane among them, but one that everyone will soon encounter was the very
common Mugwort which has brown petals and when it starts to flower it gives the
impression that it is already dead. What is normal for the Mugwort is not normal for the
Broad-leaved Helleborines which I had spotted on my visit a month ago - today I was
expecting to see their flower spikes erect and some flowers open but what I found was

that the drought had caused the flower heads to wither before they could even raise
their heads.
In contrast to the Helleborines one unusal plant that still survives on this site seems to
enjoy drought and mowing - both of which eliminate the competition and give it an
chance to flourish despite its small size. This is the Hairy Bird’s Foot Trefoil which
still had two tiny clumps of flowering plants even though all the surrounding vegetation
was dead and withered.
Relatively few insects were seen but the Common Blue butterflies were flourishing - I
saw at least a dozen - and I also saw my first Black-tailed Skimmer dragonfly at the
lake
Fri 22 July
A. Havant Thicket
This morning I spent three hours walking around Havant Thicket enjoying a good show
of butterflies and listing the plants in flower, which included my first Wild Angelica and
Lesser Skullcap in what would have been damp areas before the current drought,
and Dwarf Gorse, Cross-leaved Heath and Purple Moor grass in the drier parts. I
also found Broad and Narrow Buckler ferns growing almost side by side and was
able to contrast them after using the scales on the long stem (rhacis) below the leaves
to confirm their identities - dark brown, long pointed scales with a very dark centre line
on Broad Buckler and light brown, blunt scales with no other markings on the Narrow
Buckler which also had an overall yellower look to the fronds and flat pinnules.
Something which I did not find was any Broad-leaved Helleborines - they have been
diminishing in number here in the Thicket for several years but as I understand that
elsewhere in Hampshire they are having a good year (appearing in gardens and
roadsides where they have not been seen before) I thought it worth a look here.
Another good find was a Tree Creeper which I have to admit was the first I have seen
this year - this one was showing well on the bare trunks of pine trees and seemed to be
associating with a small flock of Long-tailed Tits and a couple of Goldcrest. Nothing
else special in the way of birds though I did find a family of Chiffchaffs making very
strong calls to keep in touch and later heard the quieter two-syllabled call of a Willow
Warbler in the Furzey Plain area where several could be heard singing earlier in the
year. At one point a Wren sang strongly - they have ceased to do so within earshot of
my garden, though in my garden this morning I heard the very first resumption of
Robin song.
The butterflies were by far the most obvious and numerous living creatures in the
Thicket, particularly the Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers and Small Skippers, but I
also saw perhaps ten Brimstones of both sexes (several of them nectaring at Betony
flowers), several Large and some Small Whites, a single very tatty Ringlet, one
Marbled White and a couple of lovely Silver Washed Fritillaries. A single dragonfly
had a short body suggesting that it was a Migrant Hawker.
Thu 21 July
A. Langstone pond Egret roost
I arrived at Langstone pond seawall around 8:30pm and as the tide was only just
starting to rise I did not expect to see any Egrets coming to roost until the sun had set
but in fact three or four birds were already in the trees and by 8:55pm I already had a
score of 32 birds against the 30 or 31 which Jason Crook found here recently. The
birds continued to come in both from Langstone and Chichester Harbours, and by the
time it was nearly dark at 9:30pm I had counted 67, so it is clear that they have not

abandoned this site even though they are now using trees behind the pond rather than
those in the Wade Court property.
Towards the end of visit a Noctule bat flew high and fast through the area, and on the
way home I saw at least one Pipistrelle.
Wed 20 July
A. (Wed2007) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1707
BIRDS
1. Balearic Shearwater: One had been seen off Folkestone in Kent on June 15, then
another was seen on July 6 from both Portland Bill and Christchurch Harbour (probably
the same bird), and now these birds seem to have arrived in the channel in force
(though the highest count is only '2 or more'). July 16 brought sightings at Portland and
Christchurch; July 17 found one off Hastings and two lingering off Portland; and July 18
brought a sighting from Hurst Beach and a possible sighting (probably of the same
bird) from Fort Victoria on the Isle of Wight (just across the water from Hurst Castle).
2. Storm Petrel: Just one off Portland on July 17
3. Gannet: Counts of up to 500 in the English Channel were made in April and nearly 450
in May but there has been no count in excess of 100 since May 21 until July 16 when
130 were off Hastings
4. Great White Egret: July 16 brought a report of two flying over the Dungeness RSPB
reserve but there has been no confirmation or further sightings elsewhere
5. Glossy Ibis???: Around 7:30am on July 17 George Spraggs looked up from his home
in the West Town area of Hayling and saw four large, dark coloured birds flying over.
He says they had heron-like shape and flight and were giving single high pitched
slightly hoarse calls. He does not claim any identity for them but says that the nearest
he can get is Glossy Ibis and asks if anyone can suggest a better id.
6. Mute Swan: On July 16 John Clark found 111 on Ibsley Water north of Ringwood and,
while this is by no means an unusual count for the Avon Valley, I think it may reflect a
trend for these Swans to remain inland for their moult period, rather than flying to
coastal sites, and this might account for the much reduced summer flocks we now see
in the Havant and Emsworth areas. On that same day I could only see 7 adult Swans in
the Hermitage Stream at Broadmarsh but can remember expecting flocks of 70 or
more there in the 80s and early 90s.
7. Shelduck: I see that on June 16 Jason Crook found a brood of at least 5 Shelduck
juveniles on the Budds Farm Pools but I can find no one else who has seen them, and
when I was there on July 12 I could only see one adult. Maybe at least two of the young
did survive and have recently fledged and flown to Farlington Marshes as Jason says
that a couple of young Shelduck flew in there around July 12 to join a family of six
which had hatched and then stayed at the Marshes.
8. Gadwall: At least five pairs bred this year at the Blashford Lakes in the Avon valley and
there were more than 40 juveniles present when John Clark visited on July 16
9. Shoveler: A group of 10 female/immature birds flew in to Christchurch Harbour on July
15 - possibly a single family that had bred in the Avon valley.

10. Pochard: At least one pair of Pochard bred successfully at the Blashford Lakes this
year - on July 16 John Clark saw a male with 3 juvs on Ibsley Water.
11. Tufted Duck: These habitually seem to produce most of their young late in the season
and this year is no exception, On the Blashford Lakes John Clark found 58 young in 15
different family groups and on July 14 Brian Fellows found a single family of 12 tiny
ducklings on Baffins Pond in Portsmouth.
12. Hobby: Peregrines are a fairly regular sight in Portsmouth where they feed on the feral
pigeons but Hobbies are less common in an urban setting and so one over the grounds
of St Mary's Hospital on July 15 was an interesting sight. Perhaps Hobbies are moving
into towns - one was seen behaving as if it was resident in the centre of Crawley
(Sussex) in mid May with three sightings there between May 12 and 23 - two of these
sightings were of the bird perched on the Telephone Exchange, the third was of one
flying over the Town Hall.
13. Avocet: One was at Farlington Marshes on July 16 when Derek Hale popped over
from the Isle of Wight. This is the first I have heard of at the Marshes since April 15
14. Dunlin: The 123 birds seen at Christchurch Harbour on July 14 had increased to 220
on July 15 when two juveniles were among the returning birds
15. Black-tailed Godwit: 76 were present in Emsworth Harbour on July 15 (when Pete
Potts ringed 24 on nearby north Thorney Island) but this number is well down on the
100 to 120 that were there a month ago so there is no obvious indication that any of the
breeding birds have yet returned from Iceland (and there was no news of this from
Pete Potts via Brian Fellows). On July 18 I saw a small group of 5 off Warblington and
none of them was in breeding plumage.
16. Bar-tailed Godwit: The biggest count of these which I have seen since June 1 was of
just 5 at Rye Harbour on June 24 so I felt privileged to see one with the five Blackwits
off Warblington on July 18
17. Greenshank: I have seen no reports of these in Chichester Harbour from May 8 to July
11 when I heard one off Langstone but by July 15 three were back in Emsworth
Harbour. Over on the Isle of Wight they were also absent from May 1 to July 3 when a
single was seen in Bembridge harbour but by July 16 six were back at Bembridge.
18. Turnstone: Two or three may have stayed in the Solent and at Weymouth through the
summer but counts of 6 at the Haven on July 16 and the return to the Isle of Wight of
the first bird since April 30 (one at Newtown Harbour on July 17) probably indicate
birds returning from breeding sites.
19. Great Skua: The first Bonxie to be seen since June 12 (at Selsey) was a single off
Portland Bill on July 17
20. Common Gull: By July 18 when I saw my first two adults back at Langstone there had
been widespread reports of them but no one has so far noted a count of more than 5 so
they remain thin on the ground.
21. Lesser Blackback Gull: No shortage of these at the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood
where John Clark recorded 200 on July 16 - I assume the majority of these were
non-breeding birds.
22. Yellow-legged Gull: On July 17 a distinctive individual bird known as 'Limpy' returned
to Christchurch Harbour where it was first seen, already with an injured leg, in Aug
2002. It has been intermittently at the site since then - this year it was last there in
February.

23. Barn Owl: The first of this year's young to be reported as free flying (on July 15) were
2 of 5 chicks in a nest at Hastings Country Park
24. Swift: I have no idea if any of the birds that came to Britain for the summer have
already left but there have been reports of large east-west coastal movements since
the start of July. On July 15 a total of 1112 went west over Christchurch Harbour in
three hours but this number is considerably less than the flocks of 2000 to 3000+ seen
on several occasions in June over the Stour Valley in Kent (I assume they were a mass
of non-breeding birds)
25. Bee Eater: After a series of sightings from May 25 to June 18 there have been no
further reports of Bee Eater until one was heard flying north over Dungeness on July
16
26. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: One flew into trees at Christchurch Harbour on July 16
to be the first seen there this year. This was thought to be the result of post breeding
dispersal so they might turn up anywhere from now on.
27. Sand Martin: These are already massing at the coast - some 300 spent the night of
July 14 in Christchurch Harbour and 320 were counted moving west over the harbour
in three hours on the next morning.
28. Rock Pipit: I know that these are spreading east as breeding birds along the
Hampshire coast and that a few pairs breed along the Sussex coast but I do not know
if a report of two pairs having bred successfully at Hastings this year is a further
eastward extension, but if so it may only be a re-possession of old territory as I see that
a Sussex county survey in 1965 found 42 territorial males (though no sites are named).
29. Black Redstart: More interesting than the presence of breeding Rock Pipits at
Hastings is the news that five pairs of Black Redstarts have bred successfully on the
cliffs around that town this year.
30. Whinchat: Following George Spraggs’ first report of Whinchat back at the Hampshire
coast on July 11 Colin Bates has now seen a pair by the Itchen at Bishopstoke
(Eastleigh) on July 14, presumably also on their way south.
31. Lesser Whitethroat: Another sign of autumn was news of the first Lesser Whitethroat
back at Portland Bill on July 16
32. Willow Wabler: The southward flow of these is also increasing with six new reports of
them at the coast, including the first back at Sandown on the Isle of Wight on July 16
PLANTS
1. Nothing to report currently
INSECTS
1. Butterflies: A few 'out of area' and other sightings that may be of interest
o

Lulworth Skipper: Alan Thornbury found 10 of these in the grass on Ballard
Down near Swanage on July 15 but needed the help of a local to find the best
place to search for these 'small and inconspicuous insects'.

o

High Brown Fritillary: Maurice Pugh was in Cumbria from July 10 to 15 and
enjoyed a long list of northern rarities, most of which I have mentioned before as
a result of Peter Eeles earlier trip to the area but Maurice is the first to mention
the best of the bunch - High Brown Fritillary. Maurice also added a new
species to my moth list below with Manchester Treble-bar.

o

Clouded Yellow: Still no serious invasion but singles seen on July 10, 12, 13
and 14 continue to keep my expectations high. The latest sighting was at
Hastings.

o

Purple Hairstreak: Although these have been out since June 26 the reported
sightings so far have all been of ones and twos (max count of 8 on July 12). Now
Ashley Whitlock gives an indication that the season has really got under way
with a report of 'dozens' seen in north Hampshire woodland on July 17.

o

Small Copper: First news of the summer brood came on July 13 and since then
Mark Litjens has seen one on Old Winchester Hill (July 15) and Mike Duffy has
had two at Stockbridge Down on July 17

o

Brown Argus: What were presumably first brood insects were being seen until
June 28 after which there was a gap of a couple of weeks until July 15 when
Alan Thornbury found fresh specimens on Ballard Down in Dorset and now
Mike Duffy has seen a very fresh example at Stockbridge Down on July 17

o

Painted Lady: These are showing less interest in brightening our summer than
are the Clouded Yellows - since one was seen on the Isle of Wight on July 10
the only person to report them is Mark Litjens who had three at Old Winchester
Hill on July 15. I had hopes that more might be reported when, on July 18, I saw
two butterflies which I am pretty sure were Painted Ladies on the Chichester
Harbour shore near Warblington church.

o

Peacock: A fresh specimen seen by Andrew Brookes near America Wood
(west of Shanklin) on the Isle of Wight on July 14 was the first to be reported
since June 4, and that sghting has been followed by another at Bisterne
Common (west of Burley in the New Forest) on July 17

o

Grayling: A third sighting since Alan Thornbury found them out at Browndown
(Gosport) on July 8 comes from Ashley Whitlock at Beaulieu Heath on July 15
but still no sightings from South Hayling.

2. Moths: 18 newcomers to my year list
o

Red-belted Clearwing: This has at last been ticked by the Clearwing
enthusiasts - James Andrews saw six in the Old Basing area of Basingstoke on
July 15 and a couple of days latter Tim Norriss came on four when visiting the
Cholderton estate in Wiltshire (near the A338 south of the A303). In both cases
ancient apple trees were needed in addition to bottled sex scents to get the
insects to reveal themselves.

o

Satin Lutestring: A good find on July 14 for Mike Wall and others at the
Deadwater Valley Trust reserve near Bordon in east Hampshire

o

Cloaked Carpet: Taken at Hastings Country Park on July 13

o

Sharp-angled Carpet: Another for Mike Wall at the Deadwater site on July 14

o

Cloaked Pug: Found in Suffolk on July 9

o

Manchester Treble-bar: Another out of area find for Maurice Pugh at Meathrop
Moss in Cumbria on approx July 14

o

Dusky Peacock (Semiothisa signaria): This immigrant was taken at
Dungeness on July 10

o

Convolvulus Hawkmoth: First for the year as far as I know was found
nectaring at Honeysuckle in the Fareham area on July 11 by N. Harland

o

Bedstraw Hawkmoth: What I think is the first of these for the year was seen at
Tynemouth on July 9 followed by two more on July 11 (in Kent and Huntingdon)
and then another at Hastings on July 15

o

Black Arches: Another for Mike Wall at the Deadwater site on July 14

o

Four-spotted Footman: One taken in the Scillies on July 11

o

Purple Clay: Another for Mike Wall at the Deadwater site on July 14

o

Tree-lichen Beauty: FIrst report comes from the Dungeness area of Kent on
July 10

o

Bird's Wing: Another for Mike Wall at the Deadwater site on July 14

o

Slender Brindle: Another for Mike Wall at the Deadwater site on July 14

o

Beautiful Snout: Taken at Hastings Country Park on July 13 - supposed to
breed on Bilberries but these are not found in the Hastings area - maybe
feeding on heather? Also taken at the Deadwater site on July 14 (where
Bilberries are on the menu)

o

Olive Crescent: Two at Hastings on July 13 - possibly migrants but the species
is found in nearby Beckley Woods

o

Goosefoot Pug: One taken at Pegwell Bay on the Kent coast on July 10

o

Early Thorn: Not a first for the year (plenty were out in March and April) but the
first of the second generation, seen on July 14 at Cadnam in the New Forest by
Maurice Pugh

o

The Festoon: Again not a first but a rare species which happened to be among
the catch at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on July 9 (National Moth Night) when
John Langmaid came up from Southsea to run a trap in the meadow. So far I
have seen ten reports of this species since June 23 and all but one (at Hastings)
come from Hampshire. Another species caught at Brook Meadow (Small
Fan-foot) gave the Emsworth site pride of place alongside Titchfield Haven, the
only other site to have reported this species this year (in May, June and July)

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Following Martin Hampton's possible sighting of
one still feeding in his Havant garden late in the evening on July 10 I see that
Mike Carpenter in Basingstoke had a similar dusk sighting at 9:30pm on July 14
and again could not be certain of the moth's identity.

3. Other Insects:
o

Bee Killer Wasp (Philanthus triangulum): This is not a definite report of this
species but is the species which comes to my mind when I read Derek Hales
mention of a 'Sand Digger Wasp' which he saw on July 15 in the Whale Chine
- Atherfield area of the Isle of Wight just west of St Catherine's Point. Michael
Chinery's Collins Guide to Insects lists at least 15 species of Digger Wasp to be
found in Britain and the Bee Killer is the only one that gets a mention in most
years when people find it in the sandy heathland of the New Forest. Barry
Collins has also found it on the Pilsey Sands of Thorney Island but I don't think
there is any similar habitat on the south coast of the Isle of Wight so this may be
a totally different species

OTHER
1. Nothing to report currently
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1707
Mon 18 July
A. Langstone - Warblington shore
With the high tide at 9am this morning I was able to get down to the Langstone shore
as it began to fall soon after 11am. I was hoping to see a good show of waders but in
fact the only surprise was to find a Bar-tailed Godwit with a group of five Black-tails.
The only wader numbered in double figures was Curlew and one of these was of some
interest as it may have been the same bird that I saw there just before the winter
waders left us - a lame bird hobbling about close to the shore just where I had seen a
similar bird about three months before.
The other interest this morning was to see my first two Common Gulls back in the
harbour among some 400 Black-headed and 100 Herring Gulls, but not a single Med
Gull.

Wildlife diary and news for July 11 - 17 (Week 28)
Sun 17 July
A. Demise of bird song
No chance yet of hearing the end of Wood Pigeon and Collared Dove but this
morning was significant in being the first on which neither Wren nor Dunnock was
heard in my garden (Robins ceased some time ago). Chiff Chaff song is still regular
Another item of note in my garden was the arrival of the first fresh male Brimstone
while the Gatekeeper count had risen to three! A couple of fresh Large Whites also
came to nectar on my Buddleia around 9am.
B. (Sun 1707) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1307
BIRDS
1. Little Egret: The number feeding in Christchurch Harbour seems to have doubled
since early June when 17 to 25 were present - on July 14 a total of 52 were present
during the day.
2. Glossy Ibis: On July 9 one made a fleeting appearance in the Rye bay area being
seen in the Pannel valley, then at the Rye Harbour reserve before flying east towards
Dungeness (from where it was not reported)
3. Canada Goose: The moult flock at Newtown Harbour on the IoW which was estimated
as 60 birds on July 2 was counted as 123 birds on July 14
4. Shelduck: In my previous notes I expressed surprise at finding a single adult (with no
juveniles to guard) at Budds Farm here in Havant on July 12. I now see that Ian
Pibworth had the same experience at the Testwood Lake on July 10 - he records just

one Shelduck (probably the mate of the female that was found dead on July 3 near a
nest with unhatched eggs) at a site where earlier reports of 8 Shelduck on May 8
suggested four breeding pairs. Maybe the Budds Farm bird was also grieving for a lost
mate? or waiting idefinitely for his mate's eggs to hatch? Yet another possible reason
comes from Pete Hughes at Pulborough Brooks where Pete says the young Shelduck
had fledged by July 13 - I suppose both the lone adults could have missed seeing their
young fly off without telling Dad they were going, but that is a less likely suggestion!
5. Shoveler: A lone female seen by Ian Pibworth at the Testwood Lakes on July 10 was
the first of the species seen there since a single male on April 10. As Shoveler have
bred at Titchfield Haven this year this bird at the Testwood Lakes may not have come
from far away. (A few pairs have also bred in Kent and Sussex)
6. Merganser: A sighting of a pair near the Chichester Harbour entrance by George
Spraggs on July 11 was unexpected - it is not uncommon for the odd Merganser to
stay in our harbours for the summer but those that do generally keep a very low profile,
keeping out of the public eye - especially when moulting as they are presumably doing
now. Maybe food was running short in the area they had chosen as their summer
hideaway and they decided to come down to the sea in search of fish, or maybe
George just happened to be at Sandy Point when these birds decided to paddle out of
the harbour in search of a better place to spend the summer.
7. Buzzard: A couple of Buzzards were among the creatures taking advantage of the
dusk emergence of Summer Chafer beetles on recent evenings to supplement their
diet. Gulls, Hobbies, Kestrels and Mistle Thrushes were among those taking the
insects in mid-air, Little Owls, Buzzards, Crows and Foxes were catching them on
the ground.
8. Kentish Plover: Two of these were at Ferrybridge (where the road from Weymouth
crosses water to reach Portland Island) on July 11. I see that there have been only two
other reported sightings this year - one also at Ferrybridge on May 3 and another at
Christchurch Harbour on May 25. In most years when these birds appear on the south
coast there is at least one sighting on the Pilsey Sands in Chichester Harbour but sadly
Barry Collins' computer is currently out of action so his news is only likely to reach us in
a couple of years time via the Sussex Bird Report.
9. Dunlin: Flocks of 50 were at Portland on June 1, and count of 14 and 64 were made in
Christchurch Harbour on June 3, suggesting that quite a lot of these waders did not fly
north to breed (probably these were first year birds). Latest reports now seem to
indicate an early return of birds that have failed to breed. Counts at Christchurch
Harbour have been of 12 Dunlin on July 10; 40 back on July 12; and 123 on July 14.
Counts at Portland on these same dates show the same pattern (26, 34, 44).
10. Redshank: I have already reported the flock of 108 Redshank seen by Trevor
Carpenter in Fareham Creek on July 11 as evidence of their return from breeding and
now I see that on July 14 the count in Newtown Harbour shot up from a recent level of
not more than half a dozen birds to a flock of 67. Not to be kept out of the news one low
flying Redshank in Fareham Creek was seen to take violent evasive action when a
large fish leapt out of the water just in front of it. Trevor Carpenter is convinced that the
fish was trying to catch the bird (!) but at least he refrained from reporting it as a 'Flying
Fish' though I hear that a genuine example of this tropical species has recently been
taken in British waters for the first time (global warming again!).
11. Wood Sandpiper: Reports for this autumn start with one at Lymington on June 26,
followed by singles at Rye Harbour on July 1, Basingstoke on July 9 and now at
Greatham Bridge over the Arun south of Pulborough on July 11.

12. Med Gull: On July 11 Peter Raby saw five adults among the gulls on the HMS Sultan
playing fields beside the Military Road in Gosport and reminds us that in the next few
weeks more will appear there as they disperse from breeding, but in August they will
vanish from Gosport to join the large autumn and winter flocks in the
Bembridge/Sandown area of the IoW. Looking at my own records of what was reported
from Gosport I cannot see a summer count of more then 12 Med Gulls at the Sultan
fields in the past couple of years, but John Clark recently told us that the IoW flock in
Bembridge Harbour had already reached a peak of 265 birds by 20 July in 2004.
The apparent dearth of sightings of juvenile Med Gulls continues. With hundreds of
juvenile Black-heads now dominating the Langstone Harbour shores (and being seen
much further afield - one was on Rustington beach at Worthing on July 7) the first
single juvenile Med Gull did not reach Dungeness (from France? or is there a breeding
colony in Kent?) until July 11, and the highest count of juvs so far is only 3 (at
Dungeness on on July 13 and at Newtown Harbour on the IoW on July 14). I don't think
this lack of sightings is due to mis-identification as the black flecking of the Med Gull's
juvenile plumage stands out in contrast to the orange tones of the juvenile Black-heads
(which also have much more marking on their heads and necks than the almost plain
white of the juvenile Meds). Possible confusion with juvenile Common Gulls is very
unlikely to occur here on he south coast!
13. Common Gull: An odd adult had been seen at the Chichester pits on June 22 and
reports have become more frequent since July 6. On July 11 a few were at Sandy Point
on Hayling and five were counted in the Gosport gull flock on the Sultan Playing fields
that day. By July 14 the first had returned to Portland.
14. Herring Gull: From his tower block window overlooking the Buckland area in
Portsmouth Frank Foulger can now see two well grown youngsters in a Herring Gull
nest on a roof below him.
15. Little Tern: By July 13 Barry Yates was able to report that 18 pairs of Little Tern
nesting at Rye Harbour had brought 12 juveniles to the flying stage (with more chicks
still in the nests). He is proud of this success and thanks the volunteers manning the
Tern Watch in his reserve but he also says that "Success for a Little Tern colony
means raising half a chick per pair every year. On average we have not been achieving
this and the population has declined."
All I would add to that very useful comment is that it is the Little Terns and not us
humans (implied in the phrase 'WE have not been achieving this') that are failing in
their duty to maintain the viability of their species here in Britain. We certainly have (in
my view) an obligation not to drive species to extinction by destruction of their habitat
or by other means, but I do not believe that we as humans have a duty of care to guard
other species against the folly of their lifestyles (or against the many natural disasters,
diseases and predation that would afflict them if we were not here).
I am even more strongly opposed to the view that we are able to take over 'god's' role
and have a duty to control the natural environment of the planet (a view expressed
both by this year's Reith lecturer - who maintained that were it not for a few minor
political obstacles we now have the techinology to eliminate hunger, disease and
poverty thoughout the world - and also expressed by George Bush's view that
commerce should be given free rein to destroy the world as technology is now able to
cure the worst wounds we can inflict on ourselves)
16. Turtle Dove: In a one kilometre stretch of minor road west from the carpark for Kingley
Vale at West Stoke to Woodend, before turning up the Downs past Bowhill House,
Heather Mills heard at least half a dozen Turtle Doves on July 12

17. Cuckoo: Adults are probably already heading south over the Channel, and this is what
probably brought one to Portland Bill on July 13 though the interest of this bird is more
in the photo of it on the Portland website showing its rufous plumage.
18. Yellow Wagtail: An odd bird seen at Portland on June 16 could have been the first
heading south but three reports on July 9, 10 and 14 definitely indicate autumn
movement - these were, respectively, of 2 going over Dungeness, one going south
over the Pannell valley west of Rye and another one at Portland,
19. Wren: I have not heard a Robin sing since June 20 but both Wren and Dunnock have
been heard daily up to July 16, but neither could be heard on the morning of July 17.
20. Whinchat: Another sign of autumn was noted on July 11 by George Spraggs when he
saw a juvenile Whinchat at Sandy Point on Hayling
21. Blackbird: I know that Cuckoos are reputed to be the only birds to eat Brown-tail
moth caterpillars on a regular basis (these caterpillars have minute hairs which
penetrate human skin and cause severe irritation, and they are equally avoided by
most other animals), and I know that the female Brown-tail moths also have hairs on
the tail of their abdomen which they shed over their newly laid eggs (partly to hide the
eggs from view and maybe these hairs have the same nasty effect on any creature that
handles or swallows them). What I do not know for certain is whether these female
moths are 'noxious' to birds eating the moths, but on July 12 Ian Thirlwell saw a
juvenile Blackbird eat two of them in his garden in the Milton area of Southsea (near
the Langstone Harbour shore). Ian says that on each occasion the Blackbird shook the
moth violently before eating it (and he suggests that it may have managed to shake off
the skin and hairs of the moth before swallowing it).
22. Willow Warbler: Quite a few of our summer migrant species are already beginning to
trickle south and the reports of Willow Warbler show this otherwise indetectable
movement. Up to June 21 single birds had been seen almost daily still arriving at
Portland Bill (presumably non-breeding birds still coming north to learn the route).
Then there was a gap of sixteen days with no reports until a single appeared at
Portland on July 8 (presumably heading south), to be followed by another single on
July 11, then 3 on July 12 and 4 on July 13 with another 2 on July 14. To re-inforce the
message a single was also seen at Dungeness (and recorded as the first of the
autumn) on July 13 almost two months after the last record of one there on May 25.
23. Treecreeper: A report of of one in Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on July 12 is of
little significance by itself but Paul Boult, who saw it, lists it as one of a mixed flock
containing Blue, Great, Coal, Marsh and Long-tailed Tits plus Nuthatch to record
the first occurrence of an autumn Tit flock showing that autumn is with us.
24. House Sparrow: At some point each autumn the House Sparrows which have been
concentrated around the places where they nest suddenly leave those sites, head for
open country, and become what I call 'Corn Sparrows'. Maybe that time has now
come, at least for some of the birds, but so far I have only two slender pieces of
evidence. The first is a report on the SOS website from Andrew Armitage to express
his surprise at the sudden arrival on July 9 of a flock of around 30 House Sparrows in
his Horsham garden where the presence of just one or two is a notable event. The
other is that the 10+ birds that have been in my own Havant garden each morning for
several months to gather up the seed I scatter on the ground were not there this
morning (July 17)
25. Crossbill: Six new reports of these come from the Pannell valley near Rye (11 birds on
July 9); from Angmering Park north of Worthing (an estimated 15 birds on July 9); the
north east of the IoW (two reports on July 12 - 40 birds in the Ryde area and another

couple in Firestone Copse); from Dungeness (8 going south on July 13) and from
Christchurch Harbour where 6 went north on July 14.
26. Yellowhammer: A group of 5 singing males in an area with a radius of only 200 yards
was a cheering sight for John Simons in the dry valley of the Lavant stream between
Rowlands Castle and Dean Lane End on July 9, but it does little to persaude me that
there is not a severe shortage of these 'common' birds. The next report on the SOS
website came from Cliff Dean in East Sussex (where Tree Sparrows can still be seen!)
noting that only one Yellowhammer had been encountered by him in an 8 mile walk in
an area where they should be common. I rather suspect the 5 birds at Rowlands Castle
were failed breeders which had decided to get together to start a winter flock but
retained some of the territorial instinct that they should still be expressing at this time of
year.
27. Corn Bunting: Another report of what may well be false hope comes from Heather
Mills who enjoyed Corn Bunting song in the Kingley Vale area of the Downs just north
of Chichester on July 12. With the tide of 'extinction' of this species sweeping east and
having more or less eliminated the birds from Hampshire the Kingley Vale site may
well have been abandoned by next year.
PLANTS
1. Lucerne: Flowering near the Broadmarsh slipway here in Havant on July 16
2. Stone Parsley: Also seen at Broadmarsh on July 16 showing tiny white flower umbels
for the first time.
3. Bastard Balm: This lovely relative of the Hemp Nettles was flowering along rides in
Wootton Coppice Inclosure on the extreme south west edge of the New Forest (one of
its established sites) on July 1 - this is a plant I have never seen and I almost feel
tempted to take a journey there.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies: Just one newcomer to the yearlist ...
o

Brown Hawker: On July 12 several were seen by Andrew Bolton in private
woods near Axmansford near the Berkshire boundary north east of Kingsclere.

2. Butterflies:
o

Clouded Yellow: One seen at the Southampton Testwood Lakes on July 10
and another single at Portland Bill on July 12 (another sighting there on July 13
could have been the same individual). If it was a different individual that would
still only be the 14th entry in my database for the year.

o

Brimstone: A few more sightings of this year's new brood include a count of 8
seen on Portsdown (west) on July 10 and a first in my Havant garden on July 17

o

Small Copper: The first generation of this year were out exceptionally early
with one seen in Bournemouth on March 23 but they did not really get going
until May, lasting until June 26. Now the summer brood has appeared on July
13 when more than 5 fresh individuals were seen by Ashley Whitlock on
Oxenbourne Down (foothill of Butser)

o

Chalkhill Blue: Although these have been out since July 2 it was not until July
13 that the first substantial counts were made by Ashley Whitlock (more than 50
at Oxenbourne Down and around 30 on Chalton Down above the
Portsmouth-London rail line north of Rowlands Castle).

o

Purple Emperor: Ashley Whitlock records a total of 17 of these seen in the
Alice Holt Forest near Alton as one of the best days he has had in pursuit of
these elusive butterflies.

o

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary: These are normally finished by the end of
June so a count of 5 still on the wing in the New Forest on July 11 was a good
observation by Mark Swan

o

Dark Green Fritillary: This seems to be having a good summer but a count of
123 by Ashley Whitlock in one private estate in the northern Meon valley on July
13 was exceptional (exactly 100 more than the previous highest count for this
year of just 23 recorded on July 7)

3. Moths: 19 additions to the year list ..
o

Sophronia semicostella: At Portland on July 11

o

Endothenia ericetana: Also at Portland on July 10

o

Calamotropha paludella: At Portland on July 11

o

Pempelia palumbella: At Portland on July 11

o

Pempelia genistella: At Portland on July 11

o

The Drinker: In Tony Wilson's garden at Edburton below the Sussex Downs on
July 7

o

Small Emerald: Also Tony Wilson on July 7

o

Shaded Broad-bar: Taken by Nick Montegriffo near Basingstoke on July 9
(National Moth Night)

o

Grass Rivulet: Taken by Pete Durnell at Martin Down on July 9

o

Brussels Lace: Also Pete Durnell on July 9

o

Dark Tussock: A new species for Portland Bill on July 10

o

Brown-tail: These may have been out elsewhere but not reported - first report
comes from Rye Harbour on July 11, the day before Ian Thirwell saw a
Blackbird eating two of the moths in his Southsea (Milton) garden.

o

Pigmy Footman: Also at Rye Harbour on July 11 (a coastal speciality Dungeness has its own sub-species)

o

Star-wort: Also at Rye Harbour on July 11

o

Striped Lychnis: A first ever for the Southampton area was taken on
Southampton Common on July 4

o

Old Lady: This impressive moth was first seen by Tony Wilson at Edburton on
July 8

o

Dingy Shears: First seen by Simon Woolley at Lockerley (north of Romsey) in
the Test valley on July 10

o

Crescent Striped: A first taken on July 11 at Rye Harbour

o

Golden Plusia: A nice find for Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John
(Basingstoke area) on National Moth Night (July 9)

o

Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth: Not a first but a good sighting for Terry
Hotten at Stockbridge Down on July 13

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Two more reports both for July 7. Tony Wilson had
one in his garden at Edburton and birders at Rye Harbour found they were
sharing a hide with one during a rain storm.

o

Royal Mantle: The first had been recorded at Portland on July 7 but
nevertheless one of these was a good find for Pete Durnell in his take at Martin
Down on National Moth Night.

o

White Horehound Plume Moth: This should really have been among the firsts
with a report from Rye Harbour that the insects could be seen on the White
Horehound plants on July 13 (my system failed as I had already recorded the
presence of the caterpillars on May 18 and thus the moths were not a first entry
for the species in my database)

4. Other insects:
o

Tabanus sudeticus: I did not know an English name for this huge Horse Fly
until I read Ian Pibworth's account of them drinking blood from cattle at the
Testwood Lakes on July 10 and of how their vicious bites resulted in the release
of more blood than they could drink thus giving a free supply to a number of
smaller flies (not without inflicting obvious discomfort to the cattle). Ian gives
these large flies the name of 'Stout'

o

Glow-worm: A report of seven seen at the Warnham nature reserve at
Horsham on July 9

OTHER
1. Fox: A couple of young foxes were among the many bird species taking Summer
Chafers at dusk on July 13 - seen by Colin Allen in the east of the New Forest near
Hythe
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Sat 16 July
A. A cycle trip to Broadmarsh
My aim in this trip was to have a further look at the Lathyrus hirsutus plants on the
Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ but this was abortive as I could not even find the three plants I
had seen flowering on my previous trip, let alone any more - we must hope that the
absence of them is due to the hot weather and that they will re-appear next year if not
before.
Another effect of the hot weather was seen when I passed the overflow sluice which
takes water from the Bedhampton springs into the Hermitage stream - the sluice was
dry and the stream nearly so. Just beyond here I saw the makings of a good crop of
Mulberries on the tree which overhangs the path from the Water Company site - the
berries are of course still white.
Passing the Bedhampton Mill pool I found a good show of Vervain flowering but
worryingly a single Swan resting on the edge of the field bordering the pool was next to
a pile of white feathers - I don’t think a pair bred here this year and I hope the feathers
did not show the demise of one of the Swans that usually nest here.

Over on the old Broadmarsh palying fields there was a great show of butterflies
(Meadow Browns, Marbled Whites, Gatekeepers, Small Skippers and the odd
Comma as well as numerous Whites) and Wild Parsnip was in abundant flower.
Crossing Harts Farm Way onto the shore facing area of Broadmarsh I found the
Golden Samphire plants along the seawall were coming into general flowering, and
near the slipway I not only found a remnant of the Lucerne bushes that were once a
feature here but also saw the first white umbels on Stone Parsley.
Nothing special in the way of birds but the range of species is increasing with Curlew,
Whimbrel, Oystercatcher, Black Tailed Godwit and Redshank all present. Up the
Hermitage Stream channel a group of 7 adult Swans was a faint reminder of the flock
of 70+ that used to come here to moult each summer.
In my own garden I had a Holly Blue (the first of the summer had been in the garden
yesterday) and the evening screaming party of Swifts numbered 13
Wed 13 July
A. Who was Arthur Cadman?
Among the input for the notes below was an account of a walk in the New Forest
undertaken by Hugh Venables in search of dragonflies. Hugh begins his account with a
very helpful outline of the route he followed starting from what he calls Cadnam’s Pool
(by the old Stony Cross airfield near Fritham). This may well be a slip of the finger
when typing his message as I am sure he intended to write Cadman’s Pool (and I
intend no criticism of his spelling), but this small discrepancy made me wonder how
many people who visit the New Forest nowadays know who Arthur Cadman was, or
have any idea of his influence in preventing wholesale vandalism of the Forest in the
1950s and 1960s when the motor car had given the general public for the very first time
the ability to invade the Forest in great numbers.
The source for my knowledge of this man is Colin Tubbs ‘New Naturalist’ book on the
New Forest, and the explanation of Arthur’s role starts with an Act of Parliament in
1542 which created a ‘Court of Surveyors’ to manage the King’s Woods and the post of
‘Surveyor of the King’s Woods’ supported by ‘Deputy Surveyors’ of each Forest. The
Deputy Surveyor of the New Forest was the person who had the final say in giving
effect to all decisions affecting the Forest from e.g. the Court of Verderers, and more
recently the Forestry Commission, under pressure from the County Council, Distric
Councils, and the Nature Conservancy (forerunner of English Nature).
In the 1950s Arthur Cadman was the Deputy Surveyor, and he happened to be a man
with nature conservation at heart, and (although it may not have been his own idea) he
is the person who saved the Forest from a destructive human tide of cars, caravans,
tents and motorbikes driving and settling where they liked by creating the system of
Forest carparks and banning motor vehicles and camping in unauthorised places. For
a proper account read Colin Tubbs book, but the above may give you a clue to where
the name of this New Forest pond comes from and what it symbolises.
B. (Wed1307) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1007
BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: The three juveniles of a family which had nested in the
Christchurch area of Dorset were all able to fly when the family appeared in the
harbour (from further upstream) on July 10.

2. Cormorant: On the evening of July 11 when I was at Langstone Mill pond watching
Egrets fly in to roost I saw a first year (pale bellied) Cormorant perched on a topmost
bare branch of a tree - when nearly dark the bird took wing, but only to fly down to a
new perch out of sight in the leafy branches. I hope it does not set a precedent as a
Cormorant roost is a messy sight, and can kill the trees in which the birds roost and
defecate.
3. Little Egret: Having counted 14 Egrets going to roost at Langstone pond on the night
of July 8 when I was watching from the west side I went to the pond edge east of the
roost on July 11 and from there counted 17 birds - hardly the 70 that came in to Wade
Court on July 14 last year.
4. Grey Heron: On July 9 a total of nine flew in off the sea at Dungeness - post breeding
dispersal? On July 8 three others were seen to fly in from the east at Christchurch
Harbour.
5. Mute Swan: On May 22 I saw the parent Swans at Budds Farm pools seemingly trying
to encourage four cygnets to leave the nest and take to the water and I noted at the
time that one of them stood out from the others because of it's white down where the
othes were grey-brown. No one seems to have noticed them again until July 10 when
Mike Collins saw three well grown cygnets on the water with their parents and
commented that one of the cygnets was of the 'white' Polish type. On July 12 I saw the
same family group there and also saw the Langstone Mill pond family (still with four
cygnets) in the Langbrook stream at high tide.
6. Shelduck: In my last set of notes I said that I thought all adult Shelduck would now
have left us for distant moulting grounds except for a few 'creche minders' staying on
through the summer with this year's young birds. Maybe this is true but if so one adult
seems to be staying on to no purpose as on July 12 I saw one 'standing to attention on
guard duty' at the Budds Farm pools with not a juvenile anywhere in sight. From
Christchurch Harbour comes much better news of one Shelduck family which was first
seen there with 15 ducklings on May 27 but had, by June 5, lost one of the youngsters.
The remaining 14 have all survived and are now full sized and feathered, lacking only
the reddish colour of adults.
7. Mandarin Duck: On July 9 both one Mandarin and one Wood Duck were seen on
Bembridge Ponds on the IoW - presumably both males in the absence of any
qualification. A Wood Duck was seen three time in January and February at the Hersey
Nature Reserve (north of Bembridge on the east coast of the Island) but there have be
no other reports of Wood Duck, and none of Mandarin, from the Island this year.
8. Teal: Just one was among the Mallard on Budds Farm pools when I was there on July
12.
9. Eider: In my 1975 Popular Handbook Eider were said to be extending their breeding
range southwards from Scotland and had reached the Northumberland and north
Lancashire coast but more recent books still show the breeding range of this species
as being effectively limited to Scotland as far as mainland Britain is concerned, though
quite a few breed (or have bred) on the north sea coast of the Low Countries and
Germany. Although I am not aware of any breeding in southern England an increasing
number of birds have remained throught the summer months off the south coast since
1958, with counts of 50 to 100 birds being not out of the usual during the breeding
season.
The reason for these comments is that when Mike Rafter visited the Hampshire coast
(presumably the Lymington area) on July 10 he saw what he describes as a juvenile
male on a freshwater lake near the sea. My understanding is that Eider do not nest

until May, incubate for 4 weeks, and the young take another 8 weeks before they can
fly, so no young hatched elsewhere should be able to fly in from elsewhere until the
end of July. All of which makes Mike's question - have Eider bred in Hampshire this
year? - an interesting one.
10. Montagu's Harrier???: Another question equally as unanswerable as Mike Rafter's
comes from Bill Marjeram who was at Titchfield Haven on July 9 and saw a "strange
raptor with an unusual flight action" flying north up the Meon valley away from his
viewpoint on the seafront road. Bill says he could not decide the species but what he
saw was a "pale Harrier type raptor, narrow winged with some black on wing tips,
underside paler than back (not Hen Harrier pale grey), more brown as in sub-adult
male." The suggestion that it might be a young Montagu's Harrier is entirely my own
(Ralph Hollins).
11. Buzzard: Of local interest to those living in Havant is a sighting by Martin Hampton of a
juvenile Buzzard over his home in Lymbourn Road (east side of the Billy Trail south of
the East Street) in the midday heat on July 10.
12. Knot: The last of the winter birds seems to have left by mid-May and none were
reported from any site between May 22 and June 11 when three were seen in Pagham
Harbour (and on Jun 12 and 14 a couple were in Christchurch Harbour) - these may
have been summering birds, but two more reports dated July 10 sound as if returning
birds had arrived. One of these reports was from the Normandy area of Lymington
marshes, the other (a bird in breeding plumage) in Christchurch Harbour.
13. Whimbrel: Autumn passage seems to be getting under way with two reports of these
on July 8, two more on July 9 and three on July 10. These seven reports are of single
birds (one of them is of two birds) and come from four different sites, and on July 11 we
have a sighting of four birds at a new site - Fareham Creek.
14. Redshank: On July 2 Trevor Carpenter recorded 64 Redshank in Fareham Creek, by
far the biggest count of the autumn by that dater, but on July 11 Trevor found 108
Redshank there.
15. Greenshank: Numbers of these are also building rapidly with ten reports from nine
sites since July 8. Biggest count is of 7 at Normandy, and even I have heard one off
Langstone while counting Egrets on the evening of July 11.
16. Wood Sandpiper: Martin Pitt tells us that one was at The Vyne watermeadows (north
of Basingstoke) on July 9
17. Common Sandpiper: Plenty of these in recent reports but of local interest was one in
the Langbrook Stream by Langstone South Moors on July 9 and a couple in Cams Bay
(Fareham Creek) on July 11.
18. Med Gull: With juvenile Black-headed Gulls being seen in large numbers it seems
surprising that there have only been three sightings of juvenile Med Gulls so far (and
one of those being dubious - the bird being described as being in first winter plumage).
The only one to come from the shores of Langstone Harbour is of a single bird seen
among some 150 juvenile Black-heads at the mouth of the Langbrook stream by Mike
Collins on July 9.
19. Common Gull: I now have four reports of these gulls back among us, the latest
coming from the Ryde sands on July 10
20. Herring Gull: The leucistic bird (aka L. a. bonserii) which has been seen regularly in
Southampton Water since January 2002 has bred in the Southampton area this year
according to Hugh Venables - we await details of the youngsters' plumage!

21. Little Tern: In my previous notes I reported Trevor Carpenter's sighting of 61 Little
Terns on July 8 in Langstone Harbour, not far from South Binness island, and
interpreted this sighting as some proof that the birds which had deserted the
Oysterbeds had stayed on and nested on the island. A further report from Jason Crook
gives a total of 160 birds in Langstone Harbour on the next day (July 9) and changes
the interpretation of their presence - it now looks as if these must be birds from
elsewhere arriving in the harbour on their way south as such a large number has not
been recorded here earlier this year.
22. Sand Martin: This species, like the Little Terns, also seems to be massing on the
south coast prior to leaving the country. As early as June 25 the young birds at the
Christchurch Harbour colony had flown their nests and on July 9 a huge movement
took place along the south coast - at Christchurch Harbour an estimated total of around
1500 birds passed over going east and there was an unexpected count of 330 over
Dungeness with another minor sighting of 22 winging over the Brading Marshes on the
IoW on the same day.
23. House Martin: Although numbers of nesting birds seem to be falling year by year in
Hampshire Peter Thompson tells us that record numbers of nests are being reported in
Essex this summer.
24. Crossbill: Another ten reports of these birds have just come in from widely separated
sites along the south coast from Dungeness to Portland, including the Isle of Wight,
Titchfield Haven, the Nursling area on the northwest fringe of Southampton, the
Lymington Marshes, Basingstoke (Morgaston Wood) and the New Forest. Most of
these were of small parties, the largest count being of 30 birds in Nightingale Wood
near Nursling.
PLANTS
1. Tutsan: Flowering in Stansted Forest on July 11 - the first I have heard of but it must
have been out for some time as another plant only had berries, though at the early
stage when they are still red.
2. Lesser Sea Spurrey: This seems to have followed the lead of the Danish Scurvygrass
and spread along the roadside edges where de-icing salt runs off the road in winter. I
have already remarked on my surprise at seeing it on the pavement of the bridge
taking Hill Road at Portchester over the M27 (on June 23) and on July 12 I noticed a
dense line of the remains of the plants along the edge of the slip road bringing east
bound traffic from the A27 down to the Langstone roundabout.
3. Musk Mallow: This had started to flower on June 26 and by July 11 it was putting on a
spectacular show on the low flat ground where the dry course of the Lavant stream
runs through the Stansted Sling area at Rowlands Castle.
4. Blackberry: Fruit on the 'cultivated blackberries' growing wild by the Hayling Billy Trail
opposite the end of Langstone Avenue was almost ready to eat on July 11
5. Hop: Flowers on a male plant growing in a hedge at the east end of Juniper Square in
Havant were nearly open on July 12
6. Upright Hedge Parsley: Richard Carpenter had seen the first of this in flower on July
4 and by July 11 a mass of it was in flower along the Ornamental Drive running parallel
to the main avenue of Stansted Forest.
7. Rock Samphire: This appeared to have started flowering on plants growing out of the
seawall of the Langstone South Moors on July 12

8. Creeping Jenny: The first I have seen or heard of in the wild this year was freshly
flowering in Lyels Wood at Stansted on July 11
9. Vervain: This also was newly in flower in Stansted Forest on July 11
10. Dark Mullein: Another first from my visit to Stansted on July 11
11. Germander Speedwell: Very common in the spring this plant was not seen by myself
from June 9 until I noticed a mass fresh flowering in Stansted Forest on July 11
12. Corn Mint: Just one plant flowering in Stansted Forest on July 11 - the first I have
seen.
13. Red Hemp Nettle: Sadly not found in Hampshire but it is good to read that this rarity is
currently flowering in some profusion on the shingle of the Rye Harbour reserve in East
Sussex.
14. Hoary Ragwort: Newly flowering in Stansted Forest on July 11
15. Hemp Agrimony: First found in flower by Richard Carpenter on July 8 I also found it
with some flowers showing their anthers on July 11
16. Lesser Burdock: Already flowering on July 5 for Richard Carpenter I found one plant
with open flowers on July 12 at Budds Farm in Havant
17. Violet Helleborine: On July 11 I went to check the state of the small group of Violet
Helleborines that have appeared in the last few years at the extreme west end of the
Stansted Main Avenue beside the path sloping down from the south side of the avenue
to the flood plain of the Lavant stream. At first I thought there were no plants this year
as I could see none in the usual place but I then saw one small plant, not yet in flower,
slightly further downhill than the others had been (below a tree stump with fresh white
fungal growth on it).
18. False Brome: This common grass of woodland was showing glints of gold from its
anthers when I was in Stansted Forest on July 11.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies: Four species get a first mention for the year
o

Common Hawker: Despite its name this is not the common hawker of our area
away from the New Forest (that attribute goes to the Southern Hawker which
can currently be seen throughout the local Havant area patrolling lanes and
gardens well away from water) but the Common Hawker likes the acid water
found in the New Forest and is, I think, as likely to be seen there as is the
Southern Hawker. The first sighting of one that I have heard of this year was by
Hugh Venables in the north west of the New Forest on July 9 during a long walk
in which he saw nine different dragonfly species. Hugh saw a female at a place
he calls Furzley Common which I cannot find on the map though it may be in the
Furzehill area of South Gorley. The Common Hawker normally starts to appear
in late June.

o

Keeled Skimmer: Peter Vaughan saw the first of these (more than two
females) at Church Crookham in the Aldershot area, also on July 9. This is fairly
late for the first report of a species that is normally out in mid-June.

o

Scarce Blue-tailed Damsel: This rarity was the high spot of Hugh Venables
walk in the New Forest on July 9 and he gives the first mention of the species for
the year though it has probably been on the wing from late May. He found it near

the Latchmore Brook which flows west from woods west of Fritham, through the
South Gorley area where it changes its name to Huckles Brook to become a
tributary of the Avon. This small dragonfly, although nationally rare, is numerous
in the Latchmore Bottom area where a small group of people studying the
species have caught (and released!) 1800 specimens so far this year.
o

Small Red-eyed Damsel: Hugh Venables also gives the first mention to this
species for the year, seeing it at the boating lake on Southampton Common
where it seems to have survived the draining of the pond during the past winter
(and hopefully will survive the current work to replace the badly leaking pipes
which feed the pond). You will not find this species (Erythromma viridulum) in
current dragonfly field guides as it was only discovered in Britain in 1999 (in
Essex), but has since spread rapidly through southern England and up into the
midlands. Last summer it was found at half a dozen Hamsphire sites including
Farlington Marshes and Sinah gravel pit on Hayling.

2. Butterflies: No new comers to the year list.
o

Brimstone: Mike Duffy's sighting of what seemed to be the first of this year's
new brood at Stockbridge Down on July 8 has been followed by sightings of
singles on July 9 (Peter Vaughan at Bartley Heath in north Hampshire) and on
July 10 (Terry Hotten at Ancells Farm, also in north Hampshire)

o

Large White: Numbers at last seem to be increasing - possibly a wave of
immigrants arriving since July 5? Small Whites are also commoner recently.

o

Green-veined White: A good summer brood now out

o

White-letter Hairstreak: Just one more sighting of a couple along Bunny Lane
which runs east from the Test Valley in the Timsbury area towards Braishfield seen by Andy Collins on July 9, this is only the fifth report for the year.

o

Holly Blue: None reported from June 19 until Peter Vaughan saw one at
Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on July 9, presumably the first of the summer
brood. On July 12 I saw one by the Hayling Billy trail here in Havant.

o

White Admiral: With 36 reports of these now in my database since the first was
seen on June 22 one has at last been seen in the Hollybank Woods at
Emsworth on July 10.

o

Purple Emperor: Matthew Oates has the highest score so far with a count of 8
in the Alice Holt forest area near Alton on July 8

o

Painted Lady: These continue to be very scarce this year - the only new report
is of one near the Needles on the IoW on July 10, seen by Derek Hale.

o

Small Tortoiseshell: These also remain relatively few and far between but I
have seen five new reports since my last update. One of these comes from
David Thelwell who tells us that "The lack of garden butterflies- Small
Tortoiseshell, Peacock etc, - could be something to do with the fact that a few
years ago, a dead caterpillar was analysed and found to contain a new species
of parasite. It was from 'abroad' and had never been recorded before in Britain.
It seems to be spreading through the country. It may have the same effect, as
parasites do with Holly Blue, that is a few years with low (butterfly) counts, then
a good year for the species when the parasite is at a low ebb."

o

Comma: Now emerging in good numbers - I have ten new reports from across
the county, including two of my own sightings. On July 11 I saw at least two in

Stansted Forest and on July 12 I had three at various points along the
Langbrook stream here in Havant.
o

Dark Green Fritillary: Although no one has exceeded Ashley Whitlock's count
of 23 on Pitt Down (west of Winchester) on July 7 Mark Litjens has seen 18 in
the Martin Down area on July 9 and David Thelwell had 10 nectaring on
Knapweed in one stretch just 100 yards in length in the Grateley area (close to
Andover) on July 10. Sadly no reports from Portsdown yet this year.

o

Grayling: Following Alan Thornbury's sighting of at least 11 out on Browndown
on July 8 Terry Hotten has seen at least one at Church Crookham in the
Aldershot area on July 9. No reports yet from south Hayling.

o

Gatekeeper: Plenty of these now out - on July 11 the first appeared in my
Havant garden where I have had as many as 20 in recent summers but only two
so far this year!

3. Moths: Four newcomers to my year list ...
o

Red-tipped Clearwing: Despite the 'kerb crawling' activities of those who buy
bottled sexual pheremones to excite and then frustrate the natural instincts of
the Clearwing species the Red-tipped species has until now demonstrated a
strong puritanical resolve not to be led astray but, as with the strong
protestations of the 'environmentalists' against the many forms of the human
urge to destroy the natural environment, resistance never wins in the end and a
Red-tipped Clearwing revealed its natural instincts to Andy Collins at the Lower
Test Marshes on July 9.

o

Large Emerald: Peter Vaughan was invited to a moth evening at Janet Jones
home at Winchfield (near the M3 north of Odiham) on July 9 where a Large
Emerald was one of some 60 species seen.

o

Waved Black: This also appeared for the first time at Jaet Jones moth evening
on July 9

o

Toadflax Pug: Taken by Tim Norris at Andover on July 8

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Martin Hampton raises an interesting query as to
whether these day flying moths also fly at night - his reason for asking is that he
saw two small Hawkmoths nectaring at flowers in his Havant garden on the
evening of July 10 when it was too dark to identify them. I suspect they were
Hummingbirds as the only other Hawkmoth of that size (Small Elephant) is less
likely to have been seen in a town garden, but in response to the question all I
can say is that I have seen just one report of a Hummingbird coming to a
mothtrap light but as that was in the Scilly Isles I guess that a migrant caught by
nightfall when over the sea has little option to keep flying and would head
straight for any light indicating land. I also think that the scent of certain flowers
would be enough to keep the moths up for a little after their normal bedtime.
Does anyone know if they (and other day flying moths) regularly fly at night
under certain circumstances? One interesting fact which this question reminds
me of is that with the Oak-eggar moth females only fly by night but the males of
the same species fly by day (in search of the females)

o

Small Elephant Hawkmoth: When answering Martin Hampton's query one of
the reasons I thought Small Elephant an unlikely visitor to his garden was that I
had not seen any reports of that species since June 25, but immediately after

saying that I saw that Small Elephant had turned up at two places in the
Hastings area on the night of July 10.
4. Other insects:
o

Marmelade hoverfly (Episyrphus balteatus): This very common insect was
soon attracted to the Teazel flowers which have just started flowering in my
garden and a couple of days ago I was watching one innocently visiting the
flowers when a larger black and yellow insect appeared on the scene, hovering
as if it too were a hoverfly but then landing on a leaf to show long yellow legs
and 'gold lined' face parts which it occasionally wiped with its forelegs.
After this preparation of its mouth parts it took off again and resumed hovering a
few inches from the Teazel plants around which the Marmelade fly was also still
hovering. When the two were about 10 cm apart the larger insect flew
backwards to a distance of about 15cm and once more hovered, facing towards
the smaller insect.
Suddenly, almost too fast to see, the 'wasp' darted forward and seized the
Marmalade Fly in mid-air before it had a chance to move - I was just able to see
that the larger insect had grabbed the smaller and was holding it against its
underside before the wasp flew off to add this victim to the food store it was
preparing for its young. I have no idea of the name of the predator but it was
clearly one of the solitary wasps and I was much impressed by the speed and
accuracy of its kill, though since then the same wasp has been back at the
Teazels several times and I have seen at least one failed attempt at making
another kill.

o

Volucella pellucens: I occasionally see this large hoverfly (with its
'see-through' waistband!) but had not done so this year until I went to Stansted
Forest on July 11 and saw at least half a dozen at various points, and then saw
more of them by the Langbrook stream in Havant on July 12. The first had been
reported on May 30 but it looks as if a lot more have just appeared.

o

Glow-worm: So far this summer I have only seen four reports of Glow-worms.
The first came from the Hastings area (Darwell Wood) on June 9, followed by an
estimate of 6 in Parkhurst Forest on June 25 and then by news from Patrick
Roper that many were glowing in the Seddlescombe area north of Hastings on
July 3. The first news of them in Hampshire now comes from Robert Bryant who
saw 6 glowing on Abbotstone Down, a couple of miles north of Alresford, at
10:15pm on July 8.
Casual reports (rather than regular annual monitoring) are not the best
evidence for the decline of a species but a glance back through the reports I
have put out on this website since I launched it in 1997 starts with a count of 191
seen in Havant Thicket by Barry Collins 'sometime in the mid 1990s', and
continues with three reports of 86, 70 and 50 in Havant Thicket in 1998. A
similar count of 87 was made there in 1999 (when I personally counted 54 on
July 8 that year). In 2000 the only count I have is of 13 in the Thicket on July 6,
and in 2001 the peak count was of 38 on Goodwood Trundle while in 2002 no
one exceeded 16 (Havant Thicket on July 16). I can find no reports for 2003 and
in 2004 the highest count I had (in a total of six reports for the year) was of just 5
in Parkhurst Forest on the Isle of Wight, with Havant Thicket coming in with just
4.
My conclusion from all this is that there seems to have been a sharp decline in
numbers even in the past ten years, and my parting thought is to share the

sorrow of the spinster female beetle which Mark Wilson found on the Rowlands
Castle Golf Course, still flashing her light to attract a male on 23 October in
2002 (the female beetles cease to show their light once a male has found them
and mated)
o

Argioppe bruennichi (The Golden Orb or Wasp Spider): I found one already
on her web in the rough grass behind the Langstone South Moors seawall on
July 12 - the first I have heard of for the year.

OTHER
1. Polecat: The person who saw the party of nine Polecats by the roadside just north of
Rowlands Castle recently has since then had another sighting of a single animal which
they described as slightly bigger than the others and having a distinct Polecat
'facemask'.
2. Pipistrelle Bat: One was hunting insects in the air above my garden on July 10 and I
suspect they have been out in many places on these warm evenings.
3. BECHSTEIN'S BAT: Andrew Brook of the Friends of Hollybank Woods (part of the
Southleigh Forest immediately north of Emsworth) has given me the very exciting
news that one of Britain's rarest bats (Bechstein's) has a nursery colony of females and
young babies in the trees of Hollybank.
This news comes from an expert team engaged in a national bat survey, and the team
have actually handled some of the bats (with full authority from English Nature to do
so) so that they can be sure of their identity. In the near future they may fit one or more
of the bats with radio transmitters for further study of their behaviour (and will hopefully
be able to follow them if and when the colony moves to new roosts in the autumn and
later goes into hibernation).
Bechstein's bat is not normally found in buildings but uses trees and caves in which it
rests hanging freely from the roof space, and Bob Stebbings describes it as 'a medium
sized bat with long thin shiny ears which curl back like ram's horns when the
bat is disturbed. It has translucent brown membranes and shaggy yellowish
buff fur'. The ears are more than 18mm long but not the 25 mm of the two Long-eared
species. When seen in flight Stebbings tells you to look for 'broad wings with
rounded tips, the long ears being visible in good light. Flight is slow and fairly
low (2 to 10 metres above ground) often in and around trees. Wings are held
rather stiffly - not appearing to flex or describe a large arc. The bat looks
distinctly pale below.' It is not a noisy bat, giving weak 'ticks' at a slightly faster rate
than most other species with a wider range of fequencies than most other species best setting for a bat detector is the 45-50 KHz range but the bat can go down to 20
and up to 100.
I am not sure how many bat species currently occur in Britain but when my edition of
Bob Stebbings' Guide to Bat Identification was issued in 1986 there were 15 species,
and only two (Leisler's and Mouse-eared) were 'rarer' than Bechstein's. It's range in
Britain was then thought to be from East Sussex to West Dorset along the south coast
and inland in an arc reaching to the south Midlands.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1007
Tue 12 July
A. Havant to Budds Farm via South Moors

This afternoon I walked down the Langbrook stream and across the South Moors to
Budds Farm, returning along the sea wall to go along Mill Lane and back up the
Hayling Billy trail.
The first small surprise came in Juniper Square where a male Hop plant was almost in
flower (though with no female plants anywhere in the area to benefit from its pollen)
and the second came on the roadside by the Langstone roundabout where I noticed
that a swathe of Lesser Sea Spurrey had taken over from the roadside Danish
Scurvygrass to feed on the salt running off the road after winter ‘gritting’.
Beside the Langbrook stream the main interest was in butterflies with several
Commas, Gatekeepers, Large and Small Whites, some Green-veined and one
Speckled Wood before I reached the South Moors where Meadow Browns filled the
orchid field and Marbled Whites, Small (and probably Large) Skippers with one fresh
6-spot Burnet moth were seen around the old IBM playing fields. Later I saw one
Small Heath on Budds Mound and two moor along the seawall, while best of all was
my first summer Holly Blue around the Wade Court trees on the way back.
By the tiny stream which feeds the Tamarisk pool I found Marsh Woundwort in flower,
having previously seen the Goat’s Rue flourishing at the first stile of the ‘wild area’
below the streamside gardens, and then spotted my first Teazel (ignoring those
already flowering in my garden). Up on Budds Mound my first bush of Lesser Burdock
was in flower and along the seawall on the way back the Rock Samphire was
flowering. Behind that sea wall I had a look for Slender Hare’s Ear but saw none
though I did see my first Golden-orb or Wasp Spider of the season (and on the way
home I had to pass inspection by a Southern Hawker dragonfly patrolling the Billy
Trail.
At Budds Farm the Swan family had their three cygnets on show (one of them a white
‘Polish’ type) and a lone adult Shelduck seemed to be on guard for a troop of invisible
ducklings (I don’t think any young have hatched here this year and I think the adult bird
was having a mental crisis - torn between the instinct to stay and guard the
non-existent young and the instinct to fly across the North Sea to the moult grounds). A
single Teal was with the Mallards and one summer plumage Med Gull was among the
many Black-heads (a high proportion of which were juveniles). The only other bird
interest was to see the Langstone pond Swans with their four cygnets feeding in the
Langbrook stream at high tide.
Mon 11 July
A. Stansted Forest Sling, Lyels Wood and Broad Avenue
This morning I parked on the Finchdean road at Rowlands Castle and walked around
the western tip of the Stansted Forest and Sling area.
The first plants of interest were Dark Mullein and Musk Mallow - the former being a
first flowering tick for me and the latter being a really impressive show of pale pink
colour over much of the Lavant stream flood plain area.
Climbing towards the Main Avenue I checked out the Violet Helleborine site but saw
nothing in the usual place for them, then saw a single small plant not yet in flower a
little further down hill - close to it was a Rooting Shank toadstool. While there I
walked through into the edge of the barley field and saw the first Silver-washed
Fritillary of the day (in total I must have seen a dozen of them).
In Lyels Wood I was pleased to find Creeping Jenny in fresh flower, and when I
stopped to look at it I noticed that I had been giving a lift to a bright green Oak Bush
Cricket nymph on my trousers. Among other insects I noted were at least half a dozen

Volucella pellucens hoverflies hanging in the air (just above my head height so that I
could look up and ‘through’ their almost see through waist bands) at various points of
my walk.
Crossing the head west along the Ornamental Drive I passed lots of newly flowering
Upright Hedge Parsley and one bush of Hemp Agrimony. After walking to the top of
the Broad Avenue surrounded by many bright flowers and butterflies (but nothing new)
I returned down the westernmost path beside which I found Hoary Ragwort starting to
flower and then found a good show of my first Vervain for the year. Where this western
path rejoins the Ornamental Drive (at the point where the driveway to the isolated
buildings known as the ‘Old Lodges’ also branches off the Ornamental Drive) I think I
saw a White Admiral shoot up from the ground but it was gone before I good see
anything to prove the identity.
B. Counting the Egret Night Roost at Langstone Pond
In the evening I went to the seawall passing Langstone Pond in order to find what I
could see of the Egrets coming to roost from this side (having previously checked the
view from the field west of the roost trees). This gave me a count of 17 Egrets going to
roost, but with no guarantee that I had not missed others coming in from the west.
What I did see in addition to the Egrets was a single first year (pale bellied)
Cormorant clearly intending to roost in the same trees - it started out perched on a
high bare branch but as it became dark it flew down into the more sheltered branches.
I hope it does not encourage others to join it and make a permanent roost! I also
enjoyed the sound of Greenshank calling out in the harbour for the first time this
autumn.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JULY 4 - 10 (WEEK 27)
Sun 10 July
A. Crossbills over Havant
At around 8am this morning I was out in my garden when a vaguely familiar sound (not
heard by me previously this year) made me look up to see a small flock of 7 Crossbills
go over in a north-westerly direction about 100 feet above me
B. (Sun1007) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0607
BIRDS
1. Balearic Shearwater: Other than one sighting of a 'Mediterranean Shearwater' off
Folkestone on June 15 there have been no reports of this species until July 6 when one
was seen lingering off Christchurch Harbour during the morning and one was also
seen passing Portland Bill sometime in the morning. As the two sites are over 50km
apart I suspect these were different birds though in the absence of times that can only
be a guess.
2. Storm Petrel: Two were seen to fly west off Selsey Bill - a fourth sighting there since
these birds began to appear in the Channel in mid May.
3. Little Egret: In February of this year 43 Egrets roosted in Christchurch Harbour but no
others were reported from that site (though a few were probably present) until June 9
when 25 were counted with the comment that 'numbers are starting to increase'. Since
then there have been five reports giving a peak of more than 30 on June 18 but
receding to ‘more than 27’ on July 8, and I take these figures to show that while some

birds have returned from breeding places to the coastal sites where they will feed until
cold weather drives them inland we have not yet seen the massive increase which
'traditionally' occurs sometime in July to give peak counts for the year in August.
With this increase in mind I went to check the Langstone night roost at dusk on July 8
but found only 14, a slight increase on the half dozen that have stayed on there during
June.
Disturbance and clearance of undergrowth in the Wade Court site this year seems to
have reduced the numbers spending the night there and caused the birds to change
their roost site to trees by Langstone pond but a review of Jason Crook's roost counts
at Wade Court last year shows that we may still see a significant increase during July.
Jason's roost counts last year were 31 on June 14, 70 on July 14, 90 on July 30, then
127 on Aug 14, 144 on Aug 27, 176 on Sep 13 falling off to 129 on Oct 14, 73 in Nov
and 90 in December. If similar numbers do not return to Langstone we should look for
them elsewhere in the area.
4. Great White Egret: One is reported to have flown east off Selsey Bill on June 26
continuing this summer's pattern of very occasional sightings of birds on the move with
no settling anywhere.
5. White Stork: No more has been heard of the bird which seems to have flown west
from the Pevensey Levels near Eastbourne to Titchfield Haven between June 20 and
25 leaving a trail of seven sightings to mark its progress but a new bird seems to have
arrived, being seen over Sandwich town on the east Kent coast on July 3 (good photos
on the Sandwich Bay website) and then in the Pannel valley east of Winchelsea and
Rye on July 6.
6. Spoonbill: Two of these arrived at Dungeness in Kent on July 7 and what must have
been the same two were at Rye Harbour on July 8.
7. Snow Goose: John Clark tells us that a party of six were back at the Eversley gravel
pits (on the Hants/Berks border) at the beginning of July - he thinks these are the same
birds that hatched young at Stratfield Saye (some 10 km west of the Eversley pits) but
must have lost them before returning.
8. Egyptian Goose: John Clark has also seen a group of 14 of these at Eversley recently
and Chris Jones adds that if they are not at the Eversley pits they might be on a group
of small duck ponds visible from a footpath going west past the isolated Eversley
church towards Bramshill.
9. Shelduck: A flock of more than 20 adult Shelduck which have been in Newtown
Harbour for some time were still present on July 8 but I see that July 10 was the last
date in 2004 when a flock of adults was seen - after that date the only Shelduck to be
seen were juveniles with the odd adult acting as 'guardian of the creche' while all other
adults were absent at their distant moult sites. not to return until late September at the
earliest.
10. Red Kite: A couple more local sightings - one in the Meon Valley and another in the
Southleigh Forest area (probably a bird from the South Downs visiting the Southleigh
rubbish tip) - but nothing to speak off compared to the regular sight of them in the sky
over Henley on Thames which I am told by a member of the Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra could be seen throughout the rehearsals and preformance of an open-air
concert they gave there recently.
11. Osprey: One was reported over the Stour Valley in Kent on July 5 and another was
fishing in Arlington reservoir not far from Beachy Headon on July 6

12. Peregrine: On July 8 Tom Bickerton watched a female showing interest in pigeons
flying over the Funtington area west of Chichester.
13. Little Ringed Plover: A juvenile seen at Hook spit (mouth of the Hamble river) by Bob
Marchant on July 9 probably indicates that some young have already begun to fly away
from their nest sites. The first hatched chick which I heard of was seen in the Haywards
Heath area on June 17 and I read that they can fly in less that 4 weeks after hatching.
14. Ruff: The last bird I heard of on spring passage was seen at Titchfield Haven on May
25 and now sightings in the Kent Stour Valley of 4 on July 3 and 6 on July 6 show that
they are on the way back.
15. Spotted Redshank: Although 3 were back in Hampshire (at Lymington) on June 21 a
sighting of 2 in Hill Head harbour (off Titchfield Haven) on July 7 is only the third report
of returning birds in Hampshire.
16. Med Gull: The first mention of juveniles that I have seen comes from Newtown
Harbour on the Isle of Wight where Derek Hale saw 3 (presumably away from their
nests) on July 8. By July 7 the count of Med Gulls at Dungeness was up to 115 (85 of
them adults and no juveniles with them) which I guess shows that many birds have
now dispersed from breeding sites on the French coast without bringing any young
with them.
17. Common Gull: An adult seen at the Chichester gravel pits on June 22 may have been
an oddity which had never flown north with the others but reports of several back on
the fields east of Old Winchester Hill (Trevor Carpenter on July 6) and others at
Titchfield Haven on July 7 (Richard Carpenter - no relation to Trevor!) seem to indicate
that gulls as well as waders are returning earlier than usual.
18. Yellow-legged Gull: July 7 brought the first mention of juveniles (two at Dungeness)
and at least one juvenile was there on July 7 and 8. These will almost certainly have
come from nests across the Channel, but their arrival prompts the question of when
Yellow-legs will breed in Hampshire and/or Sussex. I believe one or two pairs have
nested in the past in Poole Harbour (and may still do so), and I see in the 2003
Hampshire Bird Report that an adult Yellow-legged paired with a Lesser Blackback
and raised three young at Southampton. Does anyone know more about them
breeding in this country?
19. Caspian Gull: An anonymous report of a juvenile Caspian Gull seen in Pagham
Harbour on June 26 is 'interesting' - does anyone know more about this?
20. Great Blackback Gull: On July 8 the first juvenile fledged from nests on factory rooves
in Christchurch giving promise of eventual relief from their noise and droppings to the
inhabitants of the town.
21. Gull-billed Tern: One anonymous report of one flying west past Selsey Bill on June 26
probably came from the same person who confidently identified a juvenile Caspian
Gull in Pagham Harbour on that day (no other reports of either species)
22. Roseate Tern: I now have eleven reports of these terns seen in July showing a much
increased chance of seeing one on the Hampshire coast, and lucky winners of such a
prize have been Andy Johnson who saw 3 together in the Chichester Harbour
entrance on July 6 and Bernie Forbes who saw two (probably from the three just
mentioned) from East Head on July 7, while on July 8 George Spraggs saw one at the
Kench.
23. Little Tern: When these birds abandoned the Hayling Oysterbeds as a nesting site we
heard that some had decided to nest on the RSPB Islands in Langstone Harbour, and

while there is no news of them doing so it is very encouraging to hear from Trevor
Carpenter that on July 8 he saw 61 Little Terns fishing in the Russell's Lake area
between the east wall of Farlington Marshes and the RSPB islands. From Rye Harbour
comes news of the first Little Tern chick there fledging on July 6 with at least 7 other
chicks almost ready to take wing ( and more younger chicks ).
24. Nightjar: When looking for butterflies in Huntbourn Wood (west of Denmead) on July 8
Andrew Brookes and Jenny Mallett were surprised to flush a Nightjar in broad daylight
25. Garden Warbler: These seem to have started to move south on their autumn journey
- on July 2 the 'first of the autumn' turned up at Titchfield Haven and another 'first' was
ringed at the Sandwich Bay observatory
26. Willow Warbler: What was also probably a first bird heading south was at Portland Bill
on July 8
27. Treecreeper: One caught and ringed at Sandwich Bay on July 5 was the first recorded
there since 2003 and may well have been an intrepid cross-Channel traveller
28. Crossbill: Further indications of a small number reaching us from the continent come
from Stansted Forest where John Simons saw a flock of 46 on July 2 (the day before
David Parker saw 30 from his Forestside garden - probably part of the same flock).
John had seen a flock of 12 in the Forest on June 1 and 17 but I have no reports of
them there earlier in the year so I guess they did not breed locally. More recently I had
a small group of seven birds flying low over my garden here in Havant, going north
west, early on the morning of July 8.
29. Corn Bunting: On July 6 Trevor Carpenter heard one singing just west of Hambledon
where the Wayfarers Way crosses the road coming north from Hoe Cross - showing
that they are not yet quite extinct in south east Hampshire.
PLANTS
1. Marsh Mallow: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Titchfield Haven on July 8
2. Marsh Willowherb: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Titchfield Haven on July
6
3. Upright Hedge Parsley: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Whiteley Pastures
near Fareham on July 4
4. Parsley Water Dropwort: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Titchfield Haven
on July 6
5. Lesser water parsnip: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Whiteley Pastures
near Fareham on July 4
6. Bell Heather: On July 6 both John Goodspeed and Ralph Hollins found this flowering
at Creech Woods (Denmead) and near the Kench on Hayling - I suspect it has been
out for some time before this date.
7. Lesser Skullcap: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Whiteley Pastures near
Fareham on July 4
8. Betony: Flowering on Portsdown on July 8 (John Goodspeed)
9. Hemp Agrimony: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Titchfield Haven on July 8
10. Dwarf Thistle: Flowering on Portsdown on July 8 (John Goodspeed)

11. Meadow Thistle: This lovely non-prickly thistle was one of the few things to make up
for rain on the walk to Hookheath Meadows (north of Portsdown) led be John
Goodspeed on July 5
12. Lesser Burdock: Richard Carpenter found this flowering at Brockwood Copse to the
north west of West Meon on July 5
13. Flowering Rush: Seen by the Titchfield Canal on July 8 by Richard Carpenter.
14. Heath Spotted orchid: A few still flowering at Hookheath on July 5 (Richard
Carpenter) give a rather belated first appearance in my list of 'first flowerings'
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Grayling: An extraordinarily early report of one in the New Forest on June 10
has now been followed by a report from Alan Thornbury of more than 11 flying
on Browndown (between Gosport and Lee on the Solent) on July 8, a more
usual date for their general emergence. Alan was lucky enough to get a couple
of photos of these butterflies on the ground still showing the 'eyes' on their
forewings (these are normally retracted immediately the butterfly lands, making
the butterfly almost invisible to the human eye).

o

Chalkhill Blue: Although the first had been seen at Yew Hill as early as July 2 I
was very interested to see that the next sighting came from Portsdown (the
section above Paulsgrove) where John Goodspeed found around 8 on July 8

o

Essex Skipper: The first report of these came from the Woodland Trust site at
Burkham on July 6 with reports from three more sites in July 8 (Titchfield Canal
path, Whiteley Pastures and Stockbridge Down)

o

Scarce Tortoiseshell: In last Wednesday's reports (July 6) I listed a sighting of
a Large Tortoiseshell at Dungeness on July 4 but since then I see on Steve
Nash's Migrant Moth website that he and others are convinced by the photo on
the Dungeness website that what they saw was a much rarer Scarce
Tortoiseshell which, if the record is accepted, will be only the second ever seen
in Britain

o

Clouded Yellow: No rush of these yet. I only heard of three in June, and so far
July has brought just one sighting on July 3 from Buckinghamshire.

o

Brimstone: After more or less daily sightings up to June 26 there were no
reports until July 8 when Mike Duffy saw a very fresh specimen on Stockbridge
Down - presumably the first of this year's brood.

o

White-letter Hairstreak: Although the first had been seen on June 22 sightings
of 4 at Sopley in the Avon valley on July 6 and 3 at Whiteley Pastures near
Fareham seem to mark the start of the full season for these.

o

Common Blue: A gap in sightings from June 28 to July 6 followed by sightings
on July 7 and 8 with at least one being noted as 'fresh' seems to show that the
summer generation are now on the wing.

o

Purple Emperor: I now have ten reports of these since the first appeared on
June 28 at Bentley Wood. Eight of the ten reports have come from traditional
sites at Bentley Wood and the Alice Holt Forest but on July 7 Ashley Whitlock in
the Pitt Down area west of Winchester (at Spindle Trees carpark) and on July 8

Andrew Brookes and Jenny Mallett came on two in the Huntbourn Wood west of
Denmead (where I think they have never been recorded before?)
2. Moths: 21 newcomers to my year list.
o

Carcina quercana: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 25

o

Stathmopoda pedella: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 29

o

Archips podana (Large Fruit-tree Tortrix): Taken at Titchfield Haven on June
25

o

Lozotaeniodes formosanus: Taken on Portland on July 7

o

Lozotaenia forsterana: Taken at Titchfield Haven on July 2

o

Sitochroa palealis: Taken on Portland on July 7

o

Endotricha flammealis: Taken at Titchfield Haven on July 2

o

The Lappet: Taken at Titchfield Haven on July 2

o

Least carpet: Taken on Portland on July 7

o

Royal Mantle: Taken on Portland on July 7

o

July Highflyer: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 25

o

Small Yellow Wave: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 23

o

Scalloped Oak: Taken at Hill Head on July 6 (Richard Carpenter)

o

Round-winged Muslin: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 23

o

Short-cloaked Moth: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 23

o

The Gothic: Taken at Titchfield Haven on July 2

o

Varied Coronet: Taken at Hill Head on July 2 (Richard Carpenter)

o

Smoky Wainscot: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 25

o

Grey Dagger: Taken at Cadnam in the New Forest on July 7 (Maurice Pugh)

o

Common Rustic: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 25

o

The Rustic: Taken at Titchfield Haven on June 25

3. Other Insects
o

Lesser Stag Beetle: Found on July 8 by Derek Hale at Brighstone on the Isle of
Wight

o

Summer Chafer: Many seen by Ralph Hollins around field hedges at
Langstone at dusk in July 8

o

Volucella inanis: This large hoverfly was seen by Richard Carpenter in the
Titchfield Haven area on July 8

OTHER

1. Fox: Early in the morning of July 8 a well grown fox cub was strolling nonchalantly
around the lawn of my garden here in Havant - its presence was not a surprise as I
have had several recent sightings of Fox cubs out in the streets by day in this area clearly the Foxes are not worried by the sight of people but I understand that they are
very wary of confronting cats and neighbours' cats are often in this garden, though not
at that moment.
2. Stoat: Tom Bickerton is lucky enough to work in an office out in the country near
Funtington and he tells me that sightings of Stoats are not unusual there at the
moment.
3. Roe Deer: Richard Carpenter met a Roe doe with two well grown kids when on the
Titchfield Canal path on July 8 - the youngsters are probably only a month old but now
strong enough to accompany their mother rather than being left to lie up in hiding while
she goes off to forage.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0607
Fri 8 July
A. Langstone Pond Egret Roost
On May 13 Martin Hampton noticed that half a dozen Egrets coming to roost at dusk
did not fly to the established roost in the grounds of Wade Court but dropped into trees
behind the north west corner of Langstone Mill Pond, about 200 metres down the
Lymbourne stream from the original site, and several checks in June have shown that
the birds have been using the pond roost since then.
On June 11, looking from the seawall east of the roost trees, I only saw 4 Egrets enter
the roost at dusk, but I could see that more birds could have entered the trees from the
west without my noticing them, so this evening I took up position at dusk in the field
west of the trees, and from there I saw 14 birds arrive from the Langstone Harbour
area but do not know if more came in from the east. Now that Egret numbers roosting
here are likely to climb steeply to a hundred or more in the next month it will be
interesting to see if we can find a way of counting them (probably with people on both
east and west sides of the trees timing the arrival of each group of birds as they come
in, and noting which of the birds they log were seen approaching from ‘their side’ as
against birds which suddenly appear among the roost trees but which may not have
been seen by the counter on the ‘other side’). And of course the birds may revert to
using the old roost when numbers get to a certain point....
Egrets were not the only interest in this dusk trip. As I arrived in the field I saw several
Summer Chafers flying around the hedges and bushes, and later I noticed a ‘dark
smudge’ above the tip of one of the taller trees lining the stream - my binoculars
showed that this was one of those swirling clouds of midges which give the impression
that smoke is rising from the tree tops. This feast of insects had not escaped the
attention of the gulls, and twenty or more Black-heads were hawking around the taller
trees until it was almost too dark to see them - before that I did pick out an adult Med
Gull among them.
Earlier in the day in my Havant garden I had disturbed an Ant nest and found several
ants already winged for flight - despite the warm weather I have not seen or heard of
flying ants before this. Two other things which I have not seen recently were a male
Sparrowhawk making what looked like a territorial flight overhead and (first thing in
the morning) a Fox strolling round the lawn (probably a well grown cub which has
not yet learnt to hunt well enough to prevent feeling hungry most of the time. Ten
Swifts were overhead at one point in the morning, and later there were two House

Martins, probably proof of local nesting with both birds having to hunt ceaselessly for
food for the young. I may have missed a Hobby in the area despite looking up in
expectation on hearing alarm calls from one of these birds.
Wed 6 July
A. Havant and west Hayling
Despite a strong north west wind which would be against me on the way home I cycled
down the Hayling Billy Trail to Langstone, over the bridge and on down the
continuation of the old rail track here called the Hayling Coastal Path.
Before reaching the Oysterbeds I found my first mass of Marjoram in flower by the
trackside with a Marbled White butterfly flying over it and a Linnet singing from the
bushes in the ‘Brick Field’. From the north entrance to the Oysterbeds I could see my
first patch of flowering Sea Lavender, and elsewhere on the bunds both White and
Ribbed Melilot were in flower with the Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea out at last. On
the earth mound there was some Common Centaury in flower, but nothing to
distinquish that site from the many other spots all along the track where both Centaury
and Yellow-wort were flowering.
Stopping to chat to John Shillitoe I learnt the most likely reason for the nesting
Terns, Gulls and Waders to have deserted the island was rats - a search for clues
on the island had discovered many crushed eggshells hidden under stones where
nothing bigger than a rat could have reached (and it is typical of rats that they carry
their food off to safely hidden ‘dining rooms’ before enjoying their meal - I have
evidence for this in my own garden where hundreds of snail shells from a ‘shell beach’
under thick ivy at the base of an old wall). Rats are very good swimmers and would
think nothing of swimming the few yards from the mainland from which they could see
and hear the nesting birds.
Goat’s Rue is now in full flower in the ‘Hayling Halt’ overflow carpark, Fleabane is
starting to appear by the trackside, and in the ‘Hoopoe field’ (the one with the trackside
pond south of Stoke Bay and north of the path to West Lane) the bright yellow Dyer's
Greenweed is out. At various points along the track I encountered butterflies Comma, Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Meadow Brown and at least one
Gatekeeper - but nowhere did I hear or see a single Yellowhammer.
Coming on to Sinah Common from Staunton Avenue the ‘Cock’s Eggs’ are now in
flower and Sticky Groundsel is covering some of the ground where some Holm Oaks
and Brambles have been removed. Out on the very dry ground at the Childing Pink
site those plants are completely dead but lots of Sheep’s Bit provides some colour
while a close look shows that both Hare’s Foot and Knotted Clover is still flowering.
Elswhere on the dry sandy soil there is lots of Viper’s Bugloss and occasional shows
of the lovely Sea Bindweed but I could find no sign of the Pale Toadflax that I was
expecting. Restharrow is flourishing and many flowers are out on the Rose Campion,
though the plants look pretty drought stricken despite recent rain.
Both Skylark and Meadow Pipit were singing near Gunner Point and small flocks of
Linnet and Greenfinch were feeding on the plant seeds and a cock Stonechat was
perched on the Golf Course fence.
On my way back up the Coastal Path I found two more new plants in flower - a patch of
Wild Basil and a single spike of Rosebay Willowherb - and I was surprised to see a
single Bee Orchid still in flower.
B. (Wed0607) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
1. Cormorant: Those who know the very shallow and narrow Mill stream alongside
Lumley Road in Emsworth will be surprised to hear from Brian Fellows that a juvenile
Comorant had got as far upstream (from the Slipper Mill and Peter Pond area) as the
cottages just south of the railway and seemed to be having difficutly in escaping from
the dead end in which it found itself.
Another 'silly season' Cormorant story comes at second hand from Colin Allen whose
boss at work seems to have been bitten on the foot by a Cormorant while in the sea off
Broadstairs in Kent where he was on holiday. Colin quotes an email describing the
event .. "There I am in the sea, quietly minding my own business, when out of the
corner of my eye I become aware of a large bird "swooping" a little too close for
comfort. I stop, and sitting 5 feet away from me is a cormorant, which then decides to
"have a go". Having splashed it away and kicked my feet at it, it then dives under the
water ("hmmm, what is it doing?") and then "ow!!" - f***ing thing bites my toe - AND
draws blood!!"
2. Little Egret: Despite the large number of Egrets which presumably cross the channel
very few are ever seen to do so, indicating that they make their journeys under cover of
darkness (though a high flying Egret against a white cloudy sky is difficult to spot). I
have only read of six sightings of these birds coming 'in off' the sea (three at
Dungeness and probably three at Portland Bill). The latest was one in off the sea at
Dungeness on July 4
3. Heron: Ian Pibworth describes how a Heron at the Southampton Testwood Lakes on
July 3 found the head of a rabbit (left over from a Fox dinner?) and swallowed it whole
after a series of abortive attempts. Having once myself watched a Heron spend several
hours trying to swallow a whole Moorhen (when last seen it still had the legs of the
Moorhen sticking out of its bill) I can apprecite the 'dedication to dining' which these
birds show. I wonder if next week Ian will describe the ejection of the skull bone from
the Heron - a pretty big pellet to cough up!
4. Canada Goose: On July 4 Brian Fellows found the moulting flock at Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth numbered 148 (with 193 at the IBM Lake Portsmouth is doing it's bit to
conserve this species!). Also at Baffins were just 5 Barnacle Geese, the last remnant
of the flock of 42 that could be seen at Baffins in 1998 - also missing are the two Snow
Geese and the hybrid Bar-Head which have all been members of the Baffins Gang
seasonally commuting between Baffins and Titchfield Haven,
5. Shelduck: During the past week a Shelduck which had been sitting on 14 eggs at the
Southampton Testwood Lakes was found dead near its nest showing no obvious
cause of death - perhaps it, like the Heron at the same site (see above). had swallowed
something which had choked it?
6. Mallard: Yet another brood of 8 newly hatched ducklings was on Langstone Pond on
July 4 ...
7. Osprey: No more news of the bird seen over Alresford on June 24 but another Osprey
was seen going north high over Christchurch Harbour on July 4.
8. Kestrel: On July 3 Ian Pibworth watched four newly fledged young Kestrels at the
Testwood Lakes and tell us - "As well as practising their flying skills, they spent a lot of
time on the ground in a group, running about and pouncing on insects. An adult was
always on hand to dive bomb a Magpie if it came to close. When three of them found
themselves at the waters edge, they stopped awhile, before one bird tiptoed hesitantly

in to the water and then quickly jumped back out. One of the three decided to go back
to bug hunting but the other two persevered and gradually waded in to chest deep and
side by side bathed together."
At dusk (when the juveniles were presumably resting after their energetic day) Ian
continues his fascinating observations, telling us ... "As darkness fell, I watched the
silhouette of a male kestrel hawking Cockchafers around the top of a tree. It was very
efficient, with a success rate of about eight out of ten. It caught and transferred them to
it's bill on the wing, but unlike a Hobby, it had to perch up to eat them."
9. Avocet: Barry Yates' report from Rye Harbour for the month of June tells us that a pair
of Avocets did nest and lay eggs there but torrential rain washed the eggs out of the
nest. The parent bird did get the eggs back into the nest but then abandoned them.
10. Lapwing: Quite a few years ago at about this time of year I was surprised to see a
white Lapwing near Bosham in Chichester Harbour - I never heard any more of it but
we may now have a second chance to see such a bird. Ian Pibworth reports the
presence of a 'single leucistic juvenile' at the Testwood Lakes on July 3.
11. Whimbrel: Since George Spraggs reported that Whimbrel were back in Chichester
Harbour on June 26 John Shillitoe tells me that a few have been seen back in
Langstone Harbour off the Oysterbeds.
12. Redshank: On July 4 I heard the familiar calls of Redshank back on the Langstone
village shore and counted seven of them
13. Pomarine Skua: The first two which I have heard of since May 22 were off Portland Bill
on June 3. With them were four Arctic Skua but they have been seen more frequently
with just a ten day gap in mid-June.
14. Med Gull: We have already had news from Sussex of Med Gulls regularly flying inland
thoughout June to feed (mainly I think on flying insects) in the Colworth Down area
close to the West Dean Woods north of Chichester. I have seen five reports of them
there starting with just two adults seen on June 10 and ending with a count of 30 there
on June 30. Now John Clark has published a couple of reports he has received of them
doing the same thing in the Old Winchester Hill area near the Meon Valley - the reports
come from John Greensmith who on June 4 saw 17 Med Gulls over a Maize field near
the hamlet of Coombe at the northern foot of the Old Winchester Hill ridge, and on
June 26 counted 14 birds in the same place. Another place where the number of Med
Gulls has been increasing since mid-June is Dungeness in Kent - by July 3 the count
there was up to 55 birds
15. Herring Gull: Around 6pm on Tuesday evening (July 5) when Havant was under low
cloud with a stiff breeze and the only gulls I would have expected to see would have
been those that had been feeding inland during the day heading back to roost in the
harbour for the night, I heard the quiet chuckling of an adult Herring Gull perched on
the roof of a factory bulding near the railway line off New Lane. Climbing onto the
footbridge over the railway to get a better view I found I could not see the roof in
question but I did see a second adult Herring Gull flying towards the first. Maybe we
have got gulls nesting there? Also this week I heard that the British Birds magazine has
an article on gulls nesting in urban areas and that it includes a picture of a Lesser
Blackback nest which had been built on the roof of a car - the whole operation from
start of building to layng of the first egg taking just two hours!
16. Little Tern: It would seem that the reason for the terns and gulls deserting the Hayling
Oysterbeds nest island this year was rats which swam out to the island and ate many
of the eggs. The evidence for this has been found in the shape of eggshells found in

crevices under stones and similar hideaway places where nothing bigger than a rat
could have carried them. Maybe we will eventually hear of some chicks fledging on the
Langstone Harbour islands but we do have news from Rye Harbour of 18 pairs nesting
there and hatching a total of 20 chicks in June though the number which achieve flight
is not yet known.
17. Woodlark: The first autumn flock of 9 birds was seen in the Shatterford area of the
New Forest on July 2.
18. Sand Martin: The first three Sand Martins (along with 33 Swallows) of the autumn
passage roosted at Farlington Marshes on the evening of July 3 (the first were back at
Titchfield Haven by June 28)
19. House Martin: Reports from both the St Cross area of Winchester and Bishopstoke
near Eastleigh of this being the first year that House Martins had not nested in what
had previously been regular sites (as a slight antidote to this gloom I see that in New
Milton there were 27 nests this year against 26 last year - big deal!).
20. Cetti's Warbler: Occasional song has been heard from the area of Langstone Mill
Pond since Mar 29 this year and on July 4 I heard loud sounds (rather like a harsh
Blackcap scolding note) coming from the vegetation round the pond. Last year Barry
Collins heard those sounds there and told me they came from juvenile Cettis (or
perhaps the parents guarding their fledglings), so it could be that we have breeding
success for the second year running.
21. Melodious Warbler: On July 3 the Portland Bird observatory put out a disclaimer
saying that a report of a Melodious Warbler singing near the observatory could not be
confirmed by anyone based at the observatory....
22. Crossbill: A flock of a dozen Crossbills, including some juveniles, was reported to be
in Stansted Forest on June 1 and again on June 17, and these were two of some 15
reports from southern England this year which probably indicated local breeding. Since
then there have been half a dozen reports from Folkestone, Winchelsea and Portland
Bill of birds probably arriving from the continent but none of these reports has been of
more than 3 birds so a report from David Parker at Forestside on the northern edge of
Stansted Forest of a flock of 30 spending the afternoon of July 3 in and around his
garden may indicate the start of a Crossbill invasion.
23. Corn Bunting: The few reports I have seen so far this year of any Corn Buntings in
Hampshire does nothing to dispel my feeling that they are on the verge of local
extinction in the county (despite a fair number still being present in Sussex), and on
July 5 Derek Hale remarks on his Isle of Wight Birding website that a single bird which
he heard singing at Whale Chine near St Catherine's Point on that day may well be the
last remaining on the Island.
PLANTS
1. Traveller's Joy (or Old Man's Beard): First flowers seen by myself at Langstone on
July 4
2. Rose Campion (Lychnis coronaria): Flowering widely on Sinah Common near
Gunner Point on Hayling on July 6 - must have been out for some time before that
date.
3. Common Orache: Out in Havant on July 4
4. Grass-leaved Orache: Also showing yellow pollen at Langstone on July 4

5. Dyer's Greenweed: Flowering well on Hayling on July 6 - first time I have seen it this
year.
6. Hare's Foot Clover: Also first seen by me on Hayling on July 6
7. Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia): I have missed seeing this lovely plant this year
and have not heard of it anywhere other than at Rye Harbour (where it gets a mention
in Barry Yates' June report for the reserve.
8. Goat's Rue: Now in full flower - first seen by me in Havant (by the Langbrook stream)
on July 4 and then again at the carpark for the Hayling Oysterbeds on July 6 I guess it
started flowering by the end of June.
9. Fennel: Flowering on Sinah Common at Hayling on July 6.
10. Common Sea Lavender: At least one clump in flower at the Hayling Oysterbeds on
July 6
11. Lax Sea Lavender: A few flowers open on the Langstone village shore on July 4
12. Cock's Eggs (Salpichroa origanifolia): Newly flowering on Sinah Common
immediately you cross the road from Staunton Avenue. I have seen the small white bell
shaped flowers on this strange semi-creeper for many years but only learnt it's name
and identity last year. Seen this year on July 6.
13. Blue Water Speedwell: Martin Rand believes that some plants growing by the River
Ems at Brook Meadow in Emsworth are of the genuine pure species but we are waiting
for them to develop their flowers and seeds whose number will reveal the status of the
plant (pure bred or hybrid).
14. Wild Basil: My first of the year seen by the Hayling Coastal Path on July 6
15. Marjoram: Clearly out for a few days when I first saw it in flower by the Hayling Coastal
Path on July 6
16. Teasel: Flowers began to open on plants in my Havant garden on July 3
17. Hawkweed Ox-tongue: Flowering on Portsdown on July 4 where it was seen by the
Havant Wildlife Group
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies: No new species in the latest reports
o

Ruddy Darter: On July 3 Peter Vaughan saw a couple of these at Bartley Heath
in north Hampshire where he had seen the first of the year on June 24

o

White-legged Damselfly: The first report of these came from the Stour Valley
in Dorset on May 28 and now a second report comes from Mike Gibbons who
had one in his Christchurch garden (also in Dorset) on July 3. None so far from
elsewhere,

2. Butterflies: (Firsts for Chalkhill Blue and Large Tortoisesell)
o

Chalkhill Blue: One male was out on Yew Hill, south of Winchester, on July 2,
seen by Rupert Broadway.

o

Purple Hairstreak: Although the first had been seen on June 26 the first report
of 'many' comes from Mark Litjens in the Botley Woods on July 3

o

White Admiral: On July 2 counts of 15 in Huntbourn Woods (between
Denmead and Wickham in the Meon Valley) and of 14 in the Straits Inclosure
(north east of Alton and adjacent to Alice Holt Forest) show that the season for
this species is now in full swing.

o

Purple Emperor: These have now been seen at both Bentley Wood and the
Alice Holt forest but the highest score so far is only 4 insects estimated by Mie
Duffy at Bentley Wood on July 4.

o

Large Tortoiseshell: (Note that this report has subsequently been suggested
to be of a Scarce Tortoiseshell) Although one had been confidently identified
in the Basingstoke area on May 30 this was thought to have been bred locally
as the wild continental insects do not appear until after the end of June. Now, on
July 4, one has been found at the Dungeness Bird Observatory and has a much
better claim to be this year's first continental migrant arrival

o

Silver Washed Fritillary: Ashley Whitlock estimated he had seen 40 of these in
the Alice Holt forest on July 4

3. Moths: (Seven new species to go on the year list and one to come off it)
o

Schoenobius gigantella: One of two unusual species taken at Rye Harbour
sometime during June

o

Water Ermine (Spilosoma urticae) : The other unusual species at Rye during
June (normally restricted to East Anglia).

o

Dotted Fan-foot: A third species recorded at Rye during June but not reported
from elsewhere.

o

Oxyptilus parvidactylus: A plume moth taken at Park Wood in Waterlooville
on July 2 - even Tim Norriss was not fully confident of its identity,

o

Yellow-tail: This close relative of the Brown-tail moth was taken by Maurice
Pugh at Cadnam in the New Forest on July 1.

o

Scarce Silver-lines: A nice find at Park Wood in Waterloovile on July 2

o

Yponomeuta plumbella: This is the correct name of the moth found by Peter
Eeles at Stockbirdge Down on July 2 when it was wrongly listed as
Yponomeuta evonymella (or Bird-cherry Ermine)

OTHER
1. Polecat: On July 5 Jim Berry was told of a sighting of a party of 9 Polecats running
along the road passing the entrance to Idsworth House north of Rowlands Castle - the
strangely named Treadwheel Road (can anyone tell me why it is do named?).
The lady who told Jim of this sighting said that the animals were bigger than Squirrels
and had black markings on their brown coats. Jim then rang me and asked if I thought
that it was possible that these were wild Polecats, and while we both agreed that a
family of Stoats was a more likely sighting at this time of year the report did not seem to
describe Stoats (whose bodies are much the same size as Squirrels but whose only
black markings are on the tail tips which the lady making the report would probably
have mentioned even if she did not see their creamy underside fur).
While I am surprised at the sighting I have to admit that it does seem possible, A
'Mammals Trust UK' has records of Polecats found dead on Hampshire roads (you can
ring them on 0207-498-5262 to report road kills of any mammals and they probably

have a website giving relevant statistics) and as long ago as 1997 Judith Chawner
from Winchester found a dead lactating female Polecat on a road near Martin Down
which she sent off to the better known Mammal Society who told her that it was a
genuine purebred wild Polecat (obviously breeding in Hampshire), that the first such
Polecat had been found in Hampshire in 1994 and that the numbers reported from the
county had increased to 5 by 1997.
Since then I have heard several reports of what seem to be Polecats in Hampshire. In
July 2002 when Steve Mansfield was cycling along a country lane south of
Basingstoke he met a pack of seven or eight Polecats coming towards him which
showed no fear and 'made a concerted attack on his bicycle'. In July 2003 Barrie
Roberts saw what was either a Polecat or a Ferret carrying a rabbit across a road in the
Test Vallel near where a Polecat had been found dead on the road a couple of weeks
earlier, and in June of that year (also in the Test Valley area) David Thelwell was
carrying out a Woodcock survey in woodland at dusk when, in his own words ...
"as I was walking along a narrow track I saw a large mammal coming towards me. It
loped along the track, stopping every so often to check the vegetation. Through bins I
could see it was an enormous Polecat coming my way! Remembering stories of their
fearless attacks I eventually decided to lob a few pebbles in its direction. I expected it
to bolt away into the undergrowth. It took absolutely no notice, and continued its loping
gait towards me . Larger pebbles also had no effect either. In the end I stepped off the
path to let it pass, in case it was under the delusion that it was any match for someone
armed with a notebook and a dangerously sharp pencil! The animal carried on along
the path right past me without a care in the world and out of sight"
The most recent sighting was on 7 May 2005 in Sussex when 'birders using a beach
hut at Bexhill as their sea-watching base were surprised when a passer by came up to
tell them that a Polecat had just scuttled under their hut. This animal had been seen by
others on the previous evening hunting the grounds of the local B & Q Store'. That may
or may not have been a genuine Polecat as there are plenty of escaped Ferrets in the
countryside but if it was it would show that the army of Welsh Polecats is continuing it
victorious marsh eastward and will soon have conquered the whole of Britain.
If you do see an animal large enough to be a Polecat (body length 15 inches against a
Squirrel's body length of 10 inches) have a look at the face, legs and tail tip. If the tail tip
is black and the rest of the body and head are of a uniform brown with a creamy
underside you are looking at a Stoat and misjudging its size!. If the head, body, legs
and tail are of a uniform colour (regardless of its tone) you are looking at an escaped
Ferret but if the face has a distinct black mask around the eyes set against a paler
colour, and if the legs are black with no black tip to the tail then you have a Polecat
2. Red Squirrel: Most reports of these on the Isle of Wight come from the north east part
of the Island or from Parkhurst Forest but on July 3 Ian Pratt saw one at Ningwood
Common between Newtown Harbour and Yarmouth at the west end of the Island.
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Tue 5 July
A. Broadmarsh and New Lane
A brief ride to the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ found just three plants of Hairy Vetchling
now in flower and no sign of other plants - last year flowering continued through July to
mid-August but I would have thought that the distinctive leaves of more plants should
be visible by now if they are going to flower later.

After rain in the afternoon I took a walk north up New Lane during which I found my first
Hawkweed Oxtongue flowers (later I heard that the Havant Wildlife Group had seen
this in flower yesterday evening on Portsdown) and was surprised to see a patch of
Strawberry Clover starting to flower on rough ground by the roadside near the dummy
level-crossing gates on the Billy Trail.
North of the real level-crossing White Stonecrop was flowering under a roadside
hedge opposite the old Havant cemetery and Weasel’s Snout was out as expected on
the edge of the New Lane allotments (look near the only street light along the allotment
frontage).
Where the footbridge crosses the railway into Denvilles (accessed from New Lane via
Stanbridge Rd) I had a strong impression that a pair of Herring Gulls where
nesting (or thinking of doing so) on one of the factory rooves - one was perched
on the roof making quiet ‘chuckling’ noises, another was flying low overhead in dull
cloudy evening conditions when there seemed to be nothing else to attract them to this
spot and no other gulls around. Also in that area there is a good show of Great Mullein
and with it one plant of Alkanet.
Mon 4 July
A. Havant and Langstone
Thyme-leaved Speedwell was flowering abundantly in April and May but seemed to
disappear in June but today I noticed it flowering again both in my lawn and elsewhere
- no doubt revived by recent rain! Also seen over my garden this morning was a party
of 15 Swifts - maybe members of the group which give evening performances over
this part of Havant, maybe just a passing group with no fixed abode.
In the afternoon I walked down to Langstone via the Langbrook stream, finding both
Canadian Golden-rod and Stone Parsley with flower buds and seeing the
Small-flowered Cranesbill flowering in Juniper Square. By the stream
Meadow-sweet is now in full flower and some of the streamside gardens had Dotted
Loosestrife, Monkey Flower, Himalayan Balsam and the mass of Goat’s Rue was
out where the cultivated area ends. Sunshine on bramble flowers gave me close view
of a fresh Comma and a Green-veined White, and I had had a briefer view of Small
Skipper on Dandelion earlier. Over the Autoliv factory one or two House Martins were
in the sky but I have no idea if they nest in the neighbourhood.
I was hoping to have a look at the South Moors shore but approaching black clouds
warned me to get back in shelter before I got to the mouth of the stream though I did
spot a number of Wild Onion (or Crow Garlic) plants on which green shoots were
already growing from the bulbils in the flower-head (last year I was surprised to find a
few of these plants actually having flowers on them) and I saw that the Knotted Hedge
Parsley still has a finger hold of at least one tiny plant on the grazed side of the South
Moors fence.
Grass-leaved Orache was ‘in flower’ on the stream bank near the West Mill and by the
better known Mill on the other side of Langstone I found the Lax-flowered Sea
Lavender had one or two flowers open at last. On the Mill Pond a Mallard had a very
new family of 8 ducklings but much more exciting was to hear the harsh
Blackcap-like notes which I was told by Barry Collins last year came from juvenile
Cetti’s Warblers so there is a good chance that they have hatched young which are
now out of the nest. The one-legged Coot chick was still with its mother but both were
resting.

Out on the mud my first party of seven Redshank were back with a similar number of
Lapwing plus a single Curlew and Oystercatcher.
Heading home up Wade Lane I added a significant tick to my plant list with first flowers
on Old Man’s Beard (Traveller’s Joy) and near it was a single cluster of flowers on a
Hawthorn tree! Back in Havant I saw Common Orache in flower and outside the
Museum several plants of Fool’s Parsley had come into flower (though that is not
new).
Something which I did not note yesterday was the start of Teasel flowering in my
garden.
Wildlife diary and news for June 27 - July 3 (Week 26)
Sun 3 July
A. (Sun0307) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2906
BIRDS
1. Little Grebe: At least one juvenile seen on IBM Portsmouth Lake by Kevin Stouse on
June 27
2. Storm Petrel: One west past Selsey Bill on June 30 - seen by Bernie Forbes
3. Little Egret: One juvenile among up to 12 birds at Hersey nature reserve on IoW on
June 30 and July 1 (first 3 juvs there on June 25) - Derek Hale
4. White Stork: More about the bird going west over the Sidlesham and Emsworth area
on June 24. An additional sighting has come in of it being mobbed by corvids over the
Donnington area south of Chichester at 13:10 that day, and the location of the
Emsworth sighting has been amended to the shore between Warblington Church and
Langstone Mill with a time of 16:00 (so the bird was in no hurry!)
5. Spoonbill: A first summer bird dropped in at the Fishtail Lagoon on the Keyhaven
Marshes on June 29 (seen by Richard Coomber) and it was still there for a short time
only on the morning of June 30 (Marcus Ward)
6. Mute Swan: Kevin Stouse tells me that the pair nesting on the IBM Portsmouth lake
did hatch 4 cygnets but the whole family then disappeared as happened last year. (I
remember that quite a few years ago one such family got into the news by walking
down the main road and over the Portsbridge roundabout heading for the Hilsea Lines
moat but as one or two pairs have probably nested there this year it would be difficult to
prove the origin of any family seen there now - does anyone have any new light on
this?). Another mystery which could answer the first was the arrival of a pair with four
cygnets in Emsworth Harbour on July 2, though that's a 12km walk/paddle east from
the IBM site!
7. Canada Goose: A flock of around 60 has just appeared in Newtown Harbour on the
IoW - I have no reports of any flock on the Island since Feb 13 when around 150 were
at the Brading Marsh RSPB reserve (up to 250 had been there since Jan 1 but no more
were reported after Feb 13). Maybe this is a case of people ignoring these birds and
not reporting them but July 2 is an odd date for a major movement as the birds should
still be static while moulting.

8. Gadwall: One pair at Titchfield Haven hatched a brood of 10 ducklings on June 17 - up
to 26 adults have been at the Haven in June
9. Teal: More evidence for returning birds comes from the Stour Valley in Kent where 1
bird was reported on June 1, 7 on June 2, 16 on June 18 and 25 on June 19
10. Red Crested Pochard: The bird which was on the River Hamble from Mar 5 to Apr 22,
and then at Titchfield Haven from Apr 24 to June 15, is thought to have moved to the
mouth of the Beaulieu River though I have no definite sightings there.
11. Red Kite: Two June sightings around the Stansted Forest area were reported by
Michael Prior on June 26
12. Peregrine: George Spraggs saw one in the Hayling Mill Rythe area on June 26, clearly
not hungry as it was perched with a number of waders in its view. A more interesting
overnight Peregrine roost is suggested by Frank Foulger who, watching from his tower
block window in Portsmouth on the evening of the Fleet Review on June 28, saw a
Peregrine fly out of the dusk sky to perch above him on the roof of the tower block.
Shortly afterwards the firework display started and the Peregrine took off, using the
updraught from the neighbouring tower block to send it out of sight in the sky above
before it presumably headed for somewhere quieter to spend the night.
13. Grey Partridge: On the evening of June 30 I was walking through the fields north of
Purbrook Heath in the Waterlooville area and disturbed a couple of birds enjoying a
supper of unripe wheat - one was a cock Pheasant but the other was almost certainly a
Grey Partridge - much smaller with a short rounded tail, showing no colour on its head
and ending its whirring flight with a glide on bowed wings. A couple of days later I was
in another field there by day and almost trod on a female pheasant with chicks these chicks exploded from the ground and made short flights before diving back into
cover and I remain puzzled as to whether they were Pheasant chicks or not - they
looked the size of Quails (not suggesting that they were but I would have thought the
Pheasant chicks of that small size could not fly)
14. Curlew: I have already reported a big influx giving a count of 60 on the Isle of Wight on
June 25 and now George Spraggs tells us that there were more than 300 in the Mill
Rythe bay on the east side of Hayling Island on June 26 - what's more he says there
were 'several' Whimbrel among them - no one else has reported more than 2
Whimbrel since June 1
15. Spotted Redshank: Also among the crowd of newly arrived waders in the Mill Rythe
bay on Hayling on June 26 was one Spotted Redshank (still in black breeding
plumage)
16. Redshank: June 2 brought the first substantial returning flock of these - 64 birds seen
by Trevor Carpenter at Cams Bay (Fareham Creek)
17. Green Sandpiper: These have been returning in ones and twos since June 10 but July
2 brought a more substantial wave. Only 6 at the Lower Test (Southampton) but a flock
of 21 in the Kent Stour Valley.
18. Wood Sandpiper: Just one of these at Lymington on June 26 and another at Rye
Harbour on July 1
19. Med Gull: On June 28 Ian Thirwell reported seeing one in 'first winter' plumage on the
Southsea seafront - no one has yet reported one in juvenile plumage though I am
pretty sure some must be on the wing now. On June 30 the Dungeness observatory
reported the presence of a Med x Black-headed hybrid...

20. Herring Gull: The rooftop nest which Frank Foulger told us of in the Buckland area of
Portsmouth now has at least one juvenile in it - at least when the youngster is not
sliding down the roof and slowly climbing back up again! An older but still immature
bird is also in the local news - one with pure white primaries was seen briefly by John
Simons on July 1 as he drove past the 'pig fields' west of Funtington on his way to
Chichester.
21. Yellow-legged Gull: the flock at the head of Southampton Water which numbered 51
on June 25 was up to 68 birds by July 2
22. Caspian Tern: On June 27 Hugh Venables put out a message on Hoslist saying that
Birdguides was reporting a Caspian Tern flying west over the Solent shore between
Titchfield and Warsash, and later Richard Carpenter told me the sighting was made by
Pete Potts and the identification was re-inforced by the loud calls given by the bird.
23. Sandwich Tern: The first juvenile of the year away from its nest site was at
Christchurch Harbour on July 2
24. Roseate Tern: By June 25 the number at Rye Harbour had built up to three and on
June 27 two flew south from Titchfield Haven (the first seen there since June 6).
25. Arctic Tern: The first to be seen in Hampshire since that record breaking flock of 68
was over Fleet Pond on May 4 (then heading north), one was fishing in Fareham Creek
on July 2 greatly to the surprise of Trevor Carpenter who not only saw it using a
different fishing technique to other terns (45 degree dives) but heard its distictive call.
26. Turtle Dove: In Emsworth Brian Fellows has been lucky enough to have one in his
garden on June 30, July 1 and July 2 - presumably a failed breeder with time to spare it
has joined a large group of Collared Doves living off Brian's liberal donations of food.
27. Swift: Another good count of 2500 over the River Stour east of Canterbury on July 2
28. Kingfisher: Another indication of Kingfishers arriving back at coastal sites comes from
Titchfield Haven where one was back in Hill Head harbour on June 18. I suspect that
some of the current sightings of returning birds will be of juveniles which have black
feet and minutely white tipped bills but no one has yet reported any as juveniles.
29. Sand Martin: Also in Richard Carpenter's news from Titchfield Haven is the arrival of
the first two Sand Martins of the autumn on June 28
30. Swallow: On June 26 George Spraggs was the first to report juvenile Swallows on the
wing - he saw a few on the east side of Hayling at Mill Rythe.
31. Sedge Warbler: Breeding success on the IBM Portsmouth site was shown when on
June 27 Kevin Stouse watched an adult taking food to young in a nest on the lake
shore.
32. Golden Oriole: One (probably the same one) was at Dungeness on June 28 and June
30 (singing for a whole hour on the latter date) - perhaps a failed breeder already
heading south but checking out the possiblity of still finding a mate?
33. Rose-coloured Starling: On the evening of June 30 Birdguides put out a report of an
adult feeding on grass in the Hedge End area of Southampton - I have heard no more
of it.
34. Linnet: In response to my suggestion that these were scarce this year Trevor
Carpenter tells me they seem to be present in normal numbers in the Fareham and
Hayling areas.

35. Crossbill: A couple of these turned up at Portland Bill on July 1 but I do not know if
they came in off the sea or were local wanderers.
36. Corn Bunting: One of these was also on Portland on July 2, while on June 25 an SOS
outing around the Beachy Head area heard 'many singing'.
PLANTS
1. Fat Hen: An unprepossesing and very common plant but looking slightly attractive
when I found it flowering on June 30 with minute gold spots of pollen on its many
grey-white flowers.
2. Musk Mallow: Richard Carpenter found this flowering near Warsash on June 26 - one
day earlier than my recent report
3. Zigzag Clover: I found a magnificent patch of this in flower on June 30 in fields north of
Purbrook Heath
4. Wild Cherry: In fruit near Purbrook Heath on June 30
5. Field Rose: In flower by June 30 when I found a lot in fields north of Purbrook Heath
6. Raspberry: In fruit on July 2 in fields north of Purbrook Heath (far from houses).
7. Rosebay Willowherb: Richard Carpenter was the first to find this in flower in the
Warsash area on June 26
8. Pale Persicaria: Flowering in both red and pale forms near Newlands Farm west of
Waterlooville on June 30
9. Black Nightshade: First flowers found on July 2 on a garden tip near Purbrook Heath
10. Betony: Found by Richard Carpenter on June 29 flowering in the Titchfield area
11. Wood Sage: Found by Richard Carpenter on June 26 flowering in the Warsash area
12. Harebell: Found by John Goodspeed on Portsdown flowering on June 28
13. Golden Samphire: Flowering on the Thorney Island seawall on July 2 - found by Brian
Fellows
14. Chamomile: Just starting to flower on June 30 at the only site I know for it around the
close mown banks of the Purbrook Heath playing fields.
15. Broad-leaved Helleborine: Not yet in flower but Martin Rand says it is becoming a
common plant in the Chandlers Ford area (and probably elsewhere). He has 40 spikes
in his Chandlers Ford garden and has seen it in numerous pavement cracks and the
like.
16. Marsh Helleborine: A couple of plants were already in flower at the Greywell Moors
site in north Hampshire when Maurice Pugh visited on June 24
17. Marsh Fragrant orchid (Gymnadenia conopsea densiflora): One of several
species to be found on Blackcap Hill (just west of Lewes on the South Downs)
according to Matthew Silk
18. Marsh Fragrant orchid (Gymnadenia conopsea borealis): Maurice Pugh reports
that five spikes could still be seen on June 23 near the Ipley crossroads in the New
Forest a mile or so west of the Applemore roundabout on the Hythe bypass though the
flowers were going over.

19. Musk orchid: In flower on Blackcap Hill near Lewes - reported by Matthew Silk
20. Bog orchid: on July 2 Maurice Pugh found 5 tiny spikes flowering in the New Forest
Matley Bog
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Purple Emperor: Just one report from Peter Eeles to say that when he visited
Bentley Wood there was an entry in the log book saying that one had been seen
there on June 28.

o

Purple Hairstreak: Following the sighting of two at the Testwood Lakes
(Southampton) on June 26 a single was seen on June 27 at Walters Copse at
Newtown on the IoW - no more so far!

o

White-letter Hairstreak: First logged at Bentley Wood on June 22 and so far I
have only two reports of sightings, both at Bentley Wood, on June 23 and July 1

o

Gatekeeper: After the first were seen at Catherington Down on or before June
27 there have only been two new reports, both on July 2 when Peter Eeles saw
more than 8 on Stockbridge Down and I saw just one in the Southwick
Woodland west of Waterlooville

2. Moths: A total of 52 new first dates for the year ...
o

Goat moth: June 25 - Russell Wynn at the Lymington Walhampton school
where this large female moth hit the Headmaster while Russell was runnning a
moth trap at the school

o

Yponomeuta plumbella (previously reported as Bird-cherry Ermine): July 2 Peter Eeles at Stockbridge Down

o

Green Oak Tortrix: June 17 - Titchfield Haven had one a couple of days earlier
than the Portland Bill find of June 19

o

Plum Tortrix: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Epinotia bilunana: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Epiblema foenella: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Donacaula forficella: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Brown China-mark: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Small Magpie: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Phlyctaenia perlucidalis: June 29 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Ebulea crocealis: June 29 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Synaphe punctalis: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Wax Moth: June 28 - Portland Bill

o

Conobathra tumidana: June 28 - Portland Bill

o

Pempelia formosa: June 29 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Thistle Ermine: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Amblyptilia punctidactyla: June 25 - Mike Wall at Overton

o

The Lackey: June 23 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Rosy Wave: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Single-dotted Wave: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Treble Brown Spot: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

The Gem: June 28 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Large Twin-spot Carpet: June 25 - Mike Wall at Overton

o

Ruddy Carpet: Adrian Hoskins’ find on June 26 has now been beaten by both
Maurice Opie at Portchester Common and Richard Moore at Catherington who
both found this rarity on June 24

o

Barred Straw: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Slender Pug: June 30 - Richard Carpenter at Hill Head

o

Dingy Shell: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

The Magpie: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Satin Beauty: June 29 - Portland Bill (new species for Portland)

o

Mottled Beauty: June 21 - Titchfield Haven

o

Common White Wave: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Four-dotted Footman: June 23 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Dingy Footman: June 29 - Tony Wilson at Edburton under the Sussex Downs

o

Scarce Footman: June 27 - Richard Carpenter at Hill Head

o

Common Footman: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Scarlet Tiger: June 23 - Russell Wynn at Lymington (new species for
Lymington area - 2 days earlier than the previous Portland report)

o

Kent Black Arches: June 28 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Short-cloaked Moth: June 28 - Richard Carpenter at Hill Head

o

Square-spot Rustic: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Green Arches: June 25 - Mike Wall at Overton

o

Striped Wainscot: June 29 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Smoky Wainscot: June 28 - Richard Carpenter at Hill Head

o

The Shark: June 23 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

The Miller: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Small Angle Shades: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Reddish Light Arches: June 28 - Russell Wynn at Lymington

o

Dusky Brocade: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Rufous Minor: June 25 - Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in the New Forest

o

Silky Wainscot: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Bordered Sallow: June 19 - Titchfield Haven

o

Gold Spot: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

o

Pinion-streaked Snout: June 17 - Titchfield Haven

OTHER
1. Grey Squirrel: Now that school children are forced to take fresh fruit they often discard
it without eating it and at the school near Rye where Cliff Dean teaches the Grey
Squirrels descend on the playground rubbish bins when the children are out of the
way, neatly strip the banana skins, eat the fruit as we would eat Sweetcorn, then
scatter the skins on the ground for teachers to slip on!
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2906
Sat 2 July
A. Newlands Farm setaside meadow at Purbrook
This morning I returned to the Purbrook area to see the ‘setaside meadow’ east of
Newlands Farm in drier weather than had been the case on Thursday evening (see
below) and not only found three newly flowering plants (Black Nightshade, Fat Hen
and - belatedly - Marsh Woundwort) but also three new to me butterflies (White
Admiral, Gatekeeper and Small Skipper) as well as almost treading on a family of
very young Pheasants.
I started again from Purbrook Heath where both Trailing St John’s Wort and
Thyme-leaved Speedwell were flowering behind the club house, and immediately
after going through the kissing gate from the Rowans Hospice grounds into the fields I
found my first Black Nightshade flowers of the year on garden refuse tip. Not long
after this I added another new flower to my year list with Fat Hen - not normally much
of a ‘flowering plant’ but this specimen was very pretty with minute gold spots of pollen
on all its unpre-possessing flower heads. A fresh Red Admiral landed nearby to add
more colour, and a little further on I found almost ripe Raspberries on plants esconced
in the field edge hedge.
Coming to the south end of the woodland strip (called Newlands Row on my street map
but un-named on the OS maps) which forms the eastern boundary of the setaside
meadow I walked along its east side, outside the meadow, and enjoyed two
unexpected delights - one was a lovely patch of Marsh Woundwort (my first of the
year though Richard Carpenter had some on June 20) and the other a brief in flight
view of a White Admiral emerging from an oak tree. Along the edge of the trees Field
Roses were dominant - flowering long after the Dog Roses start they tend to have
whitish flowers, never grow very tall, and have small prickles where the Dog Roses
have ‘Shark’s teeth’.
Seeing a way into the woodland strip I went in and found a well beaten path within it used I think more by Roe deer which have grazed the path edge and left their slots on
the path than by humans. One wet patch had Brooklime in flower and among it were
the seed heads of what I think was Water Speedwell (but I could not tell if it was Blue.

Pink or the hybrid) Nearby was a pretty troop of small Mycena-type fungi no doubt
brought on by the warmth and rain.
In the meadow itself many butterflies were on the wing in the morning sun - in excess
of 50 Meadow Browns, 30 Marbled Whites (one pair seen mating), and a few Large
Skippers plus my first Small Skippers and a single Gatekeeper.
The plants and birds were much as on Thursday evening but I did add a single plant of
Ragged Robin (there’s probably lots more there somewhere) and found three more
Marsh orchids. A main purpose of this second visit was to have a closer look at the
orchids, but after doing so I would suggest that they are all Southern Marsh though
having some degree of Early Marsh orchid features (Early Marsh occur in the
Lyeheath/Hookheath area only 2 km to the west) but all lacked the solid lines around
the outside of the marks on the labellum though one or two did show yellowish, keeled
leaves with hooded tips and flowers reflexed back at the sides so that the vertical
centre line of the labellum formed a ridge.
Near the end of my visit I was startled when a hen Pheasant got up almost under my
feet and instead of flying off walked around making strange noises - my puzzlement
was only momentary and ended when half a dozen very small chicks exploded out
of the grass, flying a short distance to disappear again into the grass. Another item
noted before I left was the sight of a Ragwort plant covered with small caterpillars of
the Cinnabar moth - as there was no other Ragwort close by I wonder if they will
survive as they would soon finish the greenery on this plant.
A final bonus on the way back was to have a close up of a very fresh Green-veined
White at an early date for the summer generation to appear.
Thu 30 June
A. Purbrook Heath and Newlands Farm area
Today I had a phone call from John Vigay telling me of a find of Marsh orchids in an
‘interesting’ meadow lying east of Newlands Farm and north of Purbrook Heath on the
eastern edge of the Southwick estate.
After tea, thinking the rain was over for the day, I went to have a look at this meadow,
eventually arriving home soaked to the skin by a combination of rain showers and tall
wet vegetation. Nevertheless it was a well worthwhile trip.
I parked by the Purbrook Heath playing fields where I found the expected mass of
delightfully scented Chamomile on the banks sloping up from the playing fields to the
club house and tennis courts (from past experience I would expect to find it almost all
around the ground) but only in one small section was it beginning to put up flower beds.
Walking north through the Rowans Hospice driveway and along the field edge paths I
had to take care not to slip after the day’s rain had turned the clay surface into a skating
rink but I eventually reached the meadow which lies 500 metres east of Newlands
Farm and is surrounded by mature woodland on three side with a nice hedge on its
west boundary.
The first surprise came at the entrance to the meadow when I was still in a wheat field
and put up a cock Pheasant having his evening meal of unripe cereal - nothing
surprising in that but with it flew a Partridge showing short rounded tail and whirring,
bowed wings but not white on the face - I cannot be certain but put it down as a Grey
Partridge.

Around the meadow Whitethroat, Blackbird, Chaffinch, Chiffchaff and Stock Dove
were singing as I searched for orchids, finding two Common Spotted and five Marsh
orchids which seemed impure as Southern Marsh. Meadow Sweet, Meadow
Vetchling, Greater Bird’s Foot Trefoil and Lesser Stitchwort were abundant as
were Marsh Thistles and Hemlock Water Dropwort on the wet eastern boundary.
Among the normal Red and White Clover I found some Alsike Clover (large white
flowerheads with a pinkish tinge at the base) and one very impressive clump (more
than a metre across) of Zigzag Clover with large red flowers and long thin leaves
below the flowers. On my way out of the meadow at the end I found a Wild Cherry tree
in the western hedge with fairly substantial cherries ripening on it
In an adjacent field I added one more tick to my year list with Pale Persicaria in flower
(both the white and red flowered versions, distinguished from Redshank by the glands
on the flower pedicels). Not yet in flower were several Hemp Nettle plants.
Wed 29 June
A. (Wed2906) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Little Grebe: On June 7 I found the water already drained from Aldsworth Pond,
probably causing the death of young Dabchicks whose parents had nested at this pond
(which dries out almost every year, but usually not until August). I was reminded of this
when I saw a note on Derek Hale's IoW Bird News of one Dabchick being seen at the
Hersey Nature Reserve pool in June 25 with a comment that the water was unusally
low there. I wonder how many Little Grebe pairs will fail to breed this summer because
of the drought?
2. Little Egret: Also at the Hersey Nature Reserve (on the IoW coast between Ryde and
Bembridge) on June 25 Derek Hale was the first to see and report juvenile Little
Egrets out of the nest. A total of 11 Egrets in that area included 3 juveniles and Derek
has a photo of one on his website showing its pale black bill and bluish legs.
3. White Stork: It is tempting to string together a series of sightings and say that they are
of the same bird but I know this cannot be proven, neverthless here is my proposed
itinerary for what may be the same bird. On June 20 it may have flown in over the
Pevensey Levels between Eastbourne and Hastings and was seen feeding in a field
near Wartling on the north side of the Levels. On June 22 it was perched on a
telegraph pole at Ringmer just north east of Lewes close to Glyndebourne and on June
23 it had continued to move west, appearing over Shoreham. Continuing west if gave
two sightings on June 24, one over Sidlesham Golf Course near Pagham Harbour and
then over Emsworth before being seen, on June 25. in a field close to Titchfield Village
from which it took off and headed south west into the unknown.
4. Teal: A few seem to stay and attempt to breed in southern England each summer, and
a brief sighting by myself of what I think was an eclipse drake being put to flight by a
Coot on Langstone Mill Pond this week (June 27) suggests that the pair which flew in
to the pond on May 17 (following which the drake was clearly seen by me on May 23)
are attempting to breed there. The same may be true of a drake seen at Christchurch
Harbour on June 25 but the CHOG website suggests this was an early returning bird
(as indeed may have been mine at Langstone).
5. Pochard: At least one pair of these has bred in Hampshire at Alresford Pond east of
Winchester - Pochard have been seen there on Apr 9 and May 2 before breeding was
clinched by Simon Woolley's sighting on June 25 of a female with 3 ducklings. Pochard
have also been seen at the Blashford Lakes (just 1 male on May 14) and at Titchfield

Haven on Apr 7 and 11 well after the last flock of 13 was seen there on Mar 26. Those
are Hampshire sightings but at the Chichester Lakes Martin Hampton saw a family of
six ducklings on May 13 and in Kent a family of 3 ducklings was seen in the Stour
Valley on June 19
6. Tufted Duck: These are relatively late breeders and the first brood of 7 ducklings was
not seen until May 30 (by Ian Pibworth at the Testwood Lakes). A week later Ian told us
that three of those ducklings had been lost - not a bad survival rate - but a second
brood of seven seen on June 26 had lost three of their number by the end of their first
day out of the egg. Ian says that their main predators at the Testwood Lakes are gulls.
7. Kestrel: We occasionally hear of Kestrels living up to the role of falcon and catching
small birds in flight but when I was at Warblington on June 27 I thought I was about to
see a spectacular catch when the local male Kestrel came into view heading straight
for a Great Spotted Woodpecker clinging to the bare trunk of a dead tree. The Kestrel
got to within a couple of metres of the Woodpecker before the latter decided that it
really was threatened and took flight into the dense foliage of the next tree, making a
lot of vocal protest, and at the last moment the Kestrel veered away - luckily it did not
spot a juvenile Great Spot equally exposed on another dead tree in that area!
8. Coot: Not a bird that I am particularly fond of but even Coot mothers care for their
young as I saw on Langstone Pond this week. This Coot had two juveniles with her and
one of them looked as if it was more or less independent of parental care but the
female was continually feeding the other sibling (presumably the same age as the
independent one but looking distinctly under-developed). When the mother dived and
the youngster had to swim a short distance to where she came up with food I saw that
the youngster had difficulty in doing so, and a lady who was also watching told me that
this chick had been seen a week ago trailing a broken leg, and this leg later 'fell off', so
what I was seeing was a one legged bird trying to swim without going round in circles.
As it is unlikely that the youngster will be able to dive without the use of two legs it will
be interesting to see how long the mother continues to care for it, and then if it can
survive living on surface food only.
9. Curlew: These started to return to the coast in ones or twos from mid-June but a
sudden arrival of 60 in Newtown Harbour (IoW) on June 25 shows that this returning
flow has stepped up a gear.
10. Green Sandpiper: Four more reports of returning birds (all singles) at Sidlesham Ferry
Pool on June 24, Christchurch Harbour on June 25, Testwood Lakes on June 26 and
Pett Level near Hastings on June 27.
11. Common Sandpiper: I have already reported the first back at Titchfield Haven on
June 24 and to show that that was not an oddity three more have reached the coast one at Sidlesham Ferry Pool on June 24, one at the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton on June 2 and one in Christchurch Harbour on June 27.
12. Black-headed Gull: The first juveniles had reached the Langstone shore by June 20
and by June 24 at least one had flown the extra couple of miles to appear at Emsworth.
13. Herring Gull: Two new urban nest sites in the latest news. In the Buckland area of
Portsmouth Frank Foulger has spotted a new nest site among the chimneys of houses
along Nelson Road (half way between the south end of the M275 and the Fratton
Road) and the SOS website carries a comment from Simon Carter that the gulls are
now apparently nesting in Horsham which is some 30 km inland up the A24 from
Worthing.

14. Yellow Legged Gull: A large flock of these gathers at the head of Southampton Water
each summer but normally they do not appear in any great numbers until mid-July. In
2004 the highest count prior to July 16 was of 8 birds on July 6, so a count of 51 made
by Simon King (Lower Test reserve warden) on June 25 this year may indicate an early
arrival of the post breeding crowd. In 2003 there were up to 80 present by July 7 but the
main flock of around 130 did not appear until July 15
15. Caspian Gull: Possibly arriving with the Yellow-legged Gulls from the Mediterranean
was a single Caspian Gull (related species from further east) which was reported on
Birdguides as being in the Chilling area between Warsash and Titchfield on June 27.
16. Black Tern: Their return passage seems to be underway with the arrival of 7 at Rye
Harbour on June 25, increasing to 8 on June 26.
17. Cuckoo: The adults will be with us for a few more weeks but may now have ceased
'singing' - one which I saw at Warblington on June 27 was silent.
18. Swift: Now giving great displays over Havant on quiet evenings. From around 8pm a
group of 10 to 12 weave and scream around the sky, their display usually reaching a
climax as the sky darkens when the numbers double, extra birds appearing from
nowhere (!) for a couple of minutes before the whole lot vanish, climbing high to sleep
on the wing. These extra birds must come from the great pool of non-breeding birds
that are generally out of sight somewhere in the sky but which occasionally come low
enough to be seen as on June 27 when more than 250 were seen passing north east
over Portland Bill.
19. Kingfisher: Some post breeding dispersal of young and failed breeders is probably
now occurring, causing reports of birds back in coastal areas where they have not
been seen for some time. A couple seen on the Isle of Wight on June 25 (one at
Shalfleet between Newtown and Yarmouth and the other at the Hersey Nature reserve
on the north east coast of the island) were the first reported anywhere on the IoW since
March 2. On the mainland Ian Pibworth's comments on his all day vigil at the Testwood
Lakes on June 26 included "Three Kingfishers were probably local breeders
dispersing."
20. Green Woodpecker: A very spotty plumaged juvenile was clinging to a tree trunk and
calling plaintively in the cemetery at Warblington on June 27 and not far away a young
'red headed' Great Spotted was clinging to another tree and making similar calls.
21. Sand Martin: A count of more than 150 at Christchurch Harbour on June 20 had shot
up to 430 by June 25 when most of the young had left their nest tunnels.
22. Robin: While there is no let up in song from Wrens, and Dunnock song can still be
heard, the Robins seem to have ceased singing and started moulting. This process
should be complete towards the end of July when their autumn song will start - last
year the first to resume singing was heard on July 23 with a general restart from July
28.
23. Mistle Thrush: Following reports of a flock of up to 44 birds at West Dean (Chichester)
a flock of 10 has been seen at Eastleigh Lakeside on June 26.
24. Goldfinch: These now seem to be out and about in family parties - on June 27 I heard
and saw them flying around in several areas of Warblington Farm and in particular
noticed a group of four land on thistle heads which were only just flowering and as yet
had no seeds to offer - I hope the birds are find alternative food.
25. Linnet: I wonder if others share my feeling that there has been a sharp decline in
Linnet numbers in recent years? Although there were several reports of large flocks

(up to 700 birds) in the early months of this year I found none locally here in the Havant
area, and more recently, when I would have expected to find them in social breeding
colonies at places like Sinah Common on Hayling or Broadmarsh in Havant, I have not
done so. It is clear that they have not vanished from the scene like the Corn Buntings
but I have the feeling that they may be heading in that direction.
PLANTS
1. Musk Mallow: Flowers out at Langstone (Wade Court Road) on June 27
2. Strawberry Clover: A few early flowers on the Warblington SSSI on June 27
3. White Stonecrop: A great mass flowering on old gravestones in Warblington
cemetery (on your right after entering from the field path coming from the seawall).
Seen on June 27
4. Hoary Willowherb: A plant in my garden which started to flower on June 28 is almost
as tall as some nearby Greater Willowherb.
5. Common Lime: Flowering at Warblington on June 27
6. Bog Pimpernel: Just starting to open its flowers in the Warblington SSSI on June 27
7. Slender Vervain (Verbena rigida): Once again a good show of this has appeared on
old graves against the hedge in the south west corner of Warblington cemetery where,
like the White Stonecrop that grows near it, it is well established and good to seeon
June 27.
8. Great Mullein: The first flowers I have seen were open in Mill Lane at Langstone on
June 27
9. Round-leaved Fluellen: Another plant showing its first flowers in Warblington
cemetery on June 27. It clearly benefits from the use of weedkiller along the path
edges here, coming up only when the weed killer has cleared the competition!
10. Black Horehound: This must have been out for a few days before I first saw it in at
least three places around the Warblington Farm on June 27.
11. Buddleia davidii: This common 'weed' suddenly opened its flowers in my garden on
June 28 but has not as yet attracted any butterflies.
12. Clustered Bellflower: I see that this was already out on Catherington Down on June
21
13. Danewort: This speciality started to flower at its Havant site on June 27
14. Marsh Cudweed: Although I did not use a lens to check for open flowers on this small
plant there may well have been some at Warblington Farm on June 27
15. Violet Helleborine: This species is appearing in more local sites each year and I have
been told of what is almost certainly a new cluster (not yet in flower) seen in woods
north of Walderton. To look for it take the minor road north from Walderton to Up
Marden, then turn left onto a broad track leading towards Lye Common. The plants
should be on your right at the junction of the first ride leading into Haslett Copse when
you reach the top of a fairly steep climb.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies

o

Southern Hawker: First to be reported this year was one seen at Whiteley
Pastures (north of Fareham) on June 24 by Mark Litjens

o

Southern Damselfly (Coenagrion mercuiale): More than 10 of these were
seen by the Crockford Stream on Beaulieu Heath by Peter Vaughan on June
25. These are the first I have heard of but as they are usually on the wing by mid
May I guess they were not the first to appear.

o

Small Red Damselfly: Another rarity seen by Peter Vaughan on June 25 (three
of them) - according to Dan Powell these do not appear until early June but
these are the first I have heard of.

2. Butterflies: Two new species out locally plus reports of one at Portland and three
more seen in Cumbria!
o

Gatekeeper: Stephen Harwood tells me that the first had been seen on
Catherington Down by June 27

o

Purple Hairstreak: Where the butterfly hunters have failed Ian Pibworth, sitting
patiently on his hill top at the Testwood Lakes thoughout the daylight hours of
June 26 has succeeded in seeing the first two Purple Hairstreaks for the year.

o

Large Heath: The first of three northern species seen by Alan Thornbury on a
visit to Cumbria on June 26 - he found 'scores of them' at Meathrop Moss.

o

Mountain Ringlet: Just two seen by Alan Thornbury on Cold Pike in the Lake
District on June 26

o

Northern Brown Argus: 8 found on June 26 by Alan Thornbury at Latterbarrow
in south Cumbria.

o

Lulworth Skipper: Another species we won't see in Hampshire - many were
flying on Portland on June 26

o

Small White: A very fresh specimen which I saw at Warblington on June 27
must have been an early offspring of the butterflies which were seen from
March 18 onwards (about a month earlier than usual)

o

White Admiral: Ten new sightings reported from June 23 to 27 shows that
these are now widespread if not numerous (highest counts were of 7 in Botley
Woods and 7 in Pamber Forest)

o

Red Admiral: The appearance of one in the moth trap at Portland Bill shows
that when these take off from the continent to cross the sea they have to keep
going after the sun has gone down!

o

Silver Washed Fritillary: By June 26 at least 25 were on the wing in Pamber
Forest (a 'valezina' amongst them) and 26 were counted by Mark Litjens in the
Botley Woods area.

3. Moths: 36 newcomers to my yearlist since my previous report.
o

The Festoon: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick Monetgriffo)

o

Currant Clearwing: Seen by Jonathan Forsyth at Basingstoke on June 24

o

Orange-tailed Clearwing: Seen by Jonathan Forsyth at Upton Grey near
Basingstoke on June 26

o

Six-belted Clearwing: Seen by Jonathan Forsyth at Upton Grey near
Basingstoke on June 26

o

Common Lutestring: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

Blotched Emerald: At Cadnam in the New Forest on June 25 (Maurice Pugh)

o

Small Blood-vein: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

Dwarf Cream Wave: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

Galium Carpet: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

The Phoenix: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

The Fern: At Edburton under the Sussex Downs north of Brighton on June 26.
(Tony Wilson)

o

Scallop Shell: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

Small Yellow Wave: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

Swallow-tailed moth: At Cadnam in the New Forest on June 25 (Maurice
Pugh)

o

Mottled Beauty: At Edburton under the Sussex Downs north of Brighton on
June 25. (Tony Wilson)

o

Bordered White: At Cadnam in the New Forest on June 17 (Maurice Pugh)

o

Barred Red: At Portland Bill on June 24 (Martin Cade)

o

Pine Hawkmoth: At Cadnam in the New Forest on June 25 (Maurice Pugh)

o

Poplar Kitten: Found trapped in a children's tent at Cosham, Portsmouth on
June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

Maple Prominent: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

The Vapourer: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

Rosy Footman: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

Scarlet Tiger: Found at a new site on Portland on June 26

o

Lesser Yellow Underwing: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23
(Nick Monetgriffo)

o

Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on
June 23 (Nick Monetgriffo)

o

True Lover's Knot: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

Grey Arches: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick Monetgriffo)

o

Dot Moth: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick Monetgriffo)

o

Broom Moth: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick Monetgriffo)

o

White Spot: At Portland Bill on June 25. (Martin Cade) First seen there for 12
years.

o

Brown Rustic: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

Small Angle Shades: At Deadwater Bottom near Bordon on June 23 (Nick
Monetgriffo)

o

The Dun-bar: At Cosham, Portsmouth on June 26. (Mike Stoneman)

o

Small Mottled Willow: At Portland Bill on June 25. (Martin Cade)

o

Rosy Marbled: At Pennington Marshes, Lymington, on June 22. (Richard
Coomber)

o

Splendid Brocade (Lacanobia splendens): Sam Knill-Jones trapped one of
these at Totland on the IoW on June 24 - this species was new to Britain in 2003
and I have to include it at the end of the list as I do not have a sequence number
for it,

4. Other Insects: Nothing new ..
o

Stag Beetle: Tony Wilson was disappointed to have a female Stag Beetle in his
garden under the Sussex Downs southeast of Henfield but we would all be
disppointed in future years if there were no females to keep the species going! A
more mysterious sighting which has not yet been confirmed came to the
attention of John Goodspeed recently - when I last saw him he was off to see a
recently emptied garden pond in which many Stag Beetles were said to have
drowned - could they have been dragonfly larvae?

o

Glow Worm: Only an estimated six seen glowing in Parkhurst Forest (IoW) on
June 25

OTHER
1. Nothing to report currently
Tue 28 June
A. In my garden
Today’s only news was very local. In the garden the Buddleia flowers had suddenly
opened and a magnificent specimen of Hoary Willowherb had come into flower - that
plant was so tall that before the flowers appeared I assumed it was Greater
Willowherb!
In the evening I enjoyed watching the local Swifts against a dramatic sky which was
also acting as a backdrop to the evening’s Trafalgar 200 celebrations. Here the Swifts
soon built up to a party number 12 before they briefly reached a whirling, screaming
total of around 25. I really cannot understand the relationship between the two to four
birds that can usually be seen here in the mornings (and sometimes during the day)
with the dozen or so that appear on most evenings and the much bigger screaming
parties that materialise briefly for a matter of minutes (usually at the very end of the
evening’s flying).
Mon 27 June

A. Common Bird Census at Warblington Farm
This morning I made my tenth and last visit to Warblington Farm for this year’s bird
census, recording the presence of young Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers as
well as Goldfinch and Blue Tit families and the less welcome Magpies. On the other
hand I could not find either of the Yellowhammers seen on my previous visit and
another species that I did not see, and which seems to be generally and
unaccountable scarce this spring, was Linnet. I also failed to see Little Owls on this
visit but I assume that is good news, the result of the young having left the nest. Not yet
on the wing there were at least two Swallow families being fed in the farmyard barns,
and probably two more at the Pook Lane stables. Five more baby Mallard were with
their mother on the cress bed pool and at least six Reed Warblers were encountered
(they can really get going now the reeds are more or less full gown). Still hanging on
were just two singing Skylarks based in different fields, both now growing wheat.
I still have not seen any young Kestrels but I am pretty sure they are present as I saw
both parents out hunting in different places - the male in particular attracted my
attention when it flew straight towards a very exposed adult Great Spotted
Woodpecker clinging to the trunk of a dead tree - the Woodpecker departed in panic
with a lot of noise when the Kestrel was only a few metres away!
Another sign of the time of year was a sighting of a silent Cuckoo flying to perch near
the reed beds where the Reed Warblers could be heard. Another such sign was a
single brief burst of song from a Blackcap - a few weeks ago it would have been much
more vocal. One bird singing more than usual was a Goldcrest heard in three places
around the church - probably a sign that its first nest had been found by the Magpies
and/or the demise of its original mate, the song being a desperate attempt to attract a
new mate and have another go.
Warm sunshine brought out a relatively good show of butterflies - at least 20 Meadow
Browns, 4 Large Skippers, 2 very fresh Commas and, also very fresh, 2 Red
Admirals and a Small White. A single Speckled Wood was not a surprise but a
single Small Heath was.
Newly flowering were Common Lime tree and, in the cemetery, Round-leaved
Fluellen plus what I think is Slender Vervain (Verbena rigida) which is less tall than
the Verbena bonariensis of gardens - but I have to go back and check whether the
bracts below the flowers are longer than the calyx. Also out in the cemetery but not
new were a mass of White Stonecrop and Large Flowered Evening Pimrose.
In the marshy SSSI the Bog Pimpernel was starting to flower and there was a lot of
Greater Birds Foot Trefoil with a few flowers of Strawberry Clover on patches of
short turf. In the ditches a mass of Fool’s Water Cress was flowering and in tractor
ruts I found Marsh Cudweed. Meadow Barley was in flower in two of the old rough
meadows.
B. Around Havant and Langstone
Distributing posters around Havant and Langstone in the evening I added three new
plants to my first flowerings - in Langstone Mill Lane Greater Mullein was out, in Wade
Court Road the pink flowers of Musk Mallow were showing (backed by Ladies
Bedstraw) and back on the Billy Trail in Havant the first Danewort was in flower.
Passing Langstone Mill Pond I am pretty sure I saw the male Teal of the pair which
flew in there on May 17 and the male of which was still there on May 23. Now the male
is in eclipse plumage, so not obvious, and all I saw was a small duck flying after an
aggressive Coot had chased it - size, flight and some markings all suggested Teal.

After the Teal had vanished I noticed a Coot with two fairly well grown youngsters one was healthy enough and would soon grow adult feathers but the other was less
advanced and was being fed by its mother. When she swam away the youngster tried
to follow but appeared to be swimming with one leg and a bystander told me this was
the case - this youngster had recently been seen trailing a ‘broken’ leg and now
had lost it altogether. I wonder if it will survive?
Also of interest today was a phone call from someone who is pretty sure she has found
a cluster of Violet Helleborine orchids (not yet in flower) in the Lye Common area
west of the road from Walderton to Up Marden. The plants are at the junction of the
main public track going northwest towards Lye Common from that minor road where it
passes between Wood Barn and Haslett Copse. The junction is with a ride going into
Haslett Copse on your right after reaching the top of a fairly steep climb.
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 20 - 26 (WEEK 25)
Sun 26 June
A. (Sun2606) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: At the IBM Lake on June 25 I saw two adults fishing at the west
end of the lake (well south of the assumed nest site) and assume they have failed to
breed. Similarly two adults have been regularly seen on the river at Titchfield Haven
since early April with no suggestions that they are even attempting to breed though
they were seen displaying to each other on May 11 - all reported sightings have been
of two birds so it is unlikely one of them has been sitting on a nest.
2. Storm Petrel
: On June 19 up to four were seen distantly following a boat more than a mile out from
Woody Bay (between Ventnor and St Catherine's Point on the IoW) - this was the day
before two were lured to to photo session on Portland Bill (as previously reported).
3. Little Egret
: Although I normally limit my interest in bird activity to the south coast I have just
looked at the website for Northward Hill RSPB reserve on the Isle of Grain (by the
Medway estuary on the north coast of Kent) and see that they give a count of 80 Egrets
seen there in one group on June 14, tying in with the figure of 50 pairs breeding there
this year.
4. Heron
: I read that Herons are sometimes double-brooded, but I have also read that they do
not all breed at the same time and that pairs at very different stages of the breeding
cycle can be seen in the same Herony at any time from early spring to high summer this is thought to spread the load on local fish supplies and to allow the adults to adapt
to changing circumstances affecting that supply. I make these comments in response
to an entry on the Christchurch Harbour web diary for June 23 which says .. "At least
18 Grey Heron were across the recording area, including a few fresh looking juveniles;
suggesting second broods have just left the nest." Maybe this thought of second
broods is based on local knowledge, but these could equally well be offspring of the
first broods of birds that did not start incubating until the end of March.
5. Black Stork
: On June 21 Brian Taylor at Lindfield (north edge of Haywards Heath) heard an
unusual call overhead and looked up to see two Black Storks in line astern heading

northwest over his garden, the rear bird calling (perhaps asking the front runner to slow
down?)
6. White Stork
: Also from the SOS website is a sighting by Robert Slater of a White Stork walking
around a field near Wartling on the north side of the Pevensey Marshes east of
Eastbourne. That was seen on June 20, and on June 22 another single Stork was seen
perched on a telegraph pole in the Ringmer area (north east of Lewes and just north of
Glyndebourne) while on June 23 there was yet another sighting of a single White Stork
flying over Shoreham at midday.
7. Mute Swan
: A count of the moult flock in the Christchurch Harbour area (where the Dorset Stour
and Hampshire Avon converge) on June 22 gave a total of 414 birds (the official round
up of these Swans takes place in about a month's time)
8. Canada Goose
: On June 8 Brian Fellows found 98 Canada Geese already at Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth, and on June 25 I counted 193 around the Portsmouth IBM Lake with
many cast feathers already on the ground and with any of this year's young
indistinguisable from the adults in the general melee. The current moult period is the
best time to assess the overall numbers of this pest species and I would be interested
to hear counts of flocks. My own peak counts from the IBM Lake for the annual moult
flock there from 2000 to 2005 respectively are 199, 173, 200, 173, 196 and now 193.
9. Pochard
: A few pairs normally breed in Hampshire and last year the first juveniles were seen on
the River Test on June 6 but I have heard no reports this year and was reminded of this
by seeing that a pair had three young on the Kent Stour east of Canterbury on June 19
this year.
10. Long Tailed Duck: I think it is unusual to see these in the summer but one was off
Dungeness on June 23 - it has been seen there intermittently since May 22.
11. Ruddy Duck: Two drakes were on the Drayton pit east of Chichester on June 22.
12. Honey Buzzard: Two rather unusual sightings. On June 19 an adult male made a brief
stop in the Kent Stour valley and was photographed perched on a fence post and on
June 23 one was seen flying somewhere in the New Forest with a cricket-ball sized
'ball' in its talons. This was thought to be the honeycomb of a bee or wasp nest and the
unusual observation was that a Common Buzzard mobbed the Honey Buzzard, forcing
it to drop its 'prey'. The Common Buzzard took no notice of the discarded item but
when the coast was clear the Honey Buzzard returned and seemed to be searching for
its lost meal.
13. Osprey: One may be currently 'resident' in the Alresford area east of Winchester. On
June 22 a sighting of one there was reported to John Clark and on June 24 Mike
Carpenter had a 'probable' sighting of one near Alresford Pond (though seen distantly
without binocularrs)
14. Peregrine: On June 21 the young of one pair nesting on Portland were airborne,
reminding me that Graham Roberts told us that the pair on Chichester Cathedral had
hatched four young by May 5 but we have had no further news of them other than that
Chris Seaton saw at least one Peregrine there on June 13 which is when the young
should have taken wing (they normally spend five weeks from hatching to fledging). I
hope all is well. Also no news this year from the Sussex Heights nestbox in Brighton
since the first egg was laid there on Mar 24.

15. Quail: One was reported on the Northward Hill (Medway estuary in north Kent) RSPB
reserve website as being there on June 10.
16. Black-winged Stilt: One was at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on June 21, 22 and 23
but was difficult to see.
17. Little Ringed Plover: Five were seen at the 'Breach Pool' by the Pagham Harbour
North Walls on June 23
18. Curlew Sandpiper: A summer plumaged bird was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool
(Pagham Harbour) on June 23.
19. Whimbrel: The last to be reported in Hampshire for this year's spring passage was
seen on May 21 and so one seen by Mike Rafter 'on the coast' (I assume he means the
Lymington area) on June 21 could be the first of the autumn passage though is
perhaps more likely to be one of two summering birds that have been seen at
Christchurch Harbour on June 7, 8, 11, 12 and 15
20. Spotted Redshank: These are usually among the forerunners of autumn passage and
the arrival of one in the Kent Stour valley on June 18, with three there on June 21 when
another three were seen by Mike Rafter on the Hampshire coast (assumed to be
Lymington area), seem to show that the birds are already returning.
21. Redshank: Richard Carpenter tells us that at least 8 pairs have bred at Titchfield
Haven this year and some juveniles have been hatched.
22. Green Sandpiper: These began to return on June 10 and by June 18 there was a
count of 5 from the Kent Stour Valley. Nearer home Own Mitchell found 4 at the
Drayton pit just east of Chichester on June 22 and on June 24 two were back at
Titchfield Haven where none had been seen since Apr 29. In the Lymington area
singles were present on June 21 and 22 - the first there since Mar 27
23. Common Sandpiper: One seen at Fleet Pond on May 21 was probably the last
heading north this spring while one at Titchfield Haven on June 24 seems to be the first
autumn bird in Hampshire (last spring bird in the Titchfield area was seen on May 12)
24. Med Gull: A recent discussion on HOSLIST suggested that Med Gulls have only
recently become relatively tame in the presence of humans but I seem to remember
hearing of a bird which used to hang about a carpark at Milford-on-sea, waiting to be
fed with bread or chips, going back several years and I remember one that was equally
tame on the sea front at Lee on Solent that may pre-date the Milford bird (that was in
the days when Med Gulls were 'rare' and warranted a journey to Lee to see one).
Another suggestion is that Med Gulls have only recently learnt the Common Gull's
'Skua like' habit of closely chasing other gulls in the hope of making them disgorge
their food.
25. Common Gull: A very unusual summer sighting of an adult Common Gull was made
by Owen Mitchell at the Drayton Pit (east of Chichester) on June 22
26. Little Owl: An interesting report from Chris Jones of a very suburban pair nesting in
the ground of the Farnborough Sixth Form College where the habitat is all mown grass
and suburban gardens (though these are probably quite productive of the normal Little
Owl diet of worms and beetles but in addition Chris watched the adults hawking in the
air for insects).
27. Long-eared Owl: A couple of reports from the Isle of Wight (where Long-eared
replaces Tawny Owl) are not unexpected but I was a little surprised to see reports of

one at the Northward Hill RSPB reserve on the Thames estuary shore of Kent - seen
on June 14 and 23.
28. Swallow: The Sandwich Bay website tells us that the first eggs hatched in Swallows
nests there on June 17 so presumably others are now hatching countrywide.
29. Mistle Thrush: The total of 32 Mistle Thrushes in the West Dean area north of
Chichester reported as two flocks on June 17 had become a single flock of 44 birds on
June 19 when they were seen around Colworth Farm
30. Woodchat Shrike: Almost a month after one was seen on May 27 on the southern
edge of the Brading Marshes RSPB reserve on the IoW another appeared on June 23
on the north side of the reserve - has it been there all the time?
31. Corn Bunting: To prove that they are not yet extinct in Hampshire one was heard
singing near Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on June 19 and two (reported to be
a pair) were near Cheesefoot Head east of Winchester on June 22
PLANTS
1. Common Meadow Rue: Flowering by the Titchfield Canal path on June 20 - seen by
Richard Carpenter
2. Rough Poppy
: Flowering on Portsdown on June 22 - seen by John Goodspeed
3. Creeping Yellow Cress
: Flowering on the roadside of Cow Lane in Wymering (Portsmouth) on June 25 - seen
by Ralph Hollins
4. Marsh Yellow Cress
: Flowering by the main reception lake at the IBM Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by
Ralph Hollins
5. Pale St John's Wort
: Flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by Ralph Hollins
6. Slender St John's Wort
: Flowering in Stansted Forest on June 23 - seen by Brian Fellows
7. Trailing St John's Wort
: Flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by Ralph Hollins
8. Meadow Cranesbill
: Flowering at Catherington Down on June 21 - seen by John Goodspeed
9. Ribbed Melilot
: Much flowering on the M27 bank below the Hill Road bridge at Portchester - seen by
Ralph Hollins
10. Narrow-leaved Bird's Foot Trefoil: Mass flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on
June 25 - seen by Ralph Hollins
11. Greater Bird's Foot Trefoil: Flowering at Titchfield Haven on June 24 - seen by
Richard Carpenter
12. Hairy Bird's Foot Trefoil: This rarity still survives on the IBM Portsmouth site at least
20 years after its possible introduction - flowering there on June 25 - seen by Ralph
Hollins

13. Goat's Rue: Flowers starting to open at the Hayling North Common site on June 21 seen by Ralph Hollins
14. Dropwort: Flowering at Catherington Down on June 21 - seen by John Goodspeed
15. Great Willowherb: Flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by Ralph
Hollins
16. Large Flowered Evening Primrose: Flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on June
25 - seen by Ralph Hollins
17. Wild Celery: Flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by Ralph Hollins
18. Wild Parsnip: Although I saw a plant in flower in April those seen at the IBM
Portsmouth site on June 25 were more genuine start of seaon indicators - seen by
Ralph Hollins
19. Knotgrass: Flowering on Portsdown on June 23 and at Emsworth on June 24 - seen
by Ralph Hollins and Brian Fellows
20. Yellow Loosestrife: Flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by
Ralph Hollins (the genuine - not the Dotted species)
21. Lesser Centaury: A few flowers out on Portchester Common (Portsdown) on June 23
- seen by Ralph Hollins
22. Small Yellow (or Straw) Foxglove: Flowering on Portsdown on June 23 - seen by
Ralph Hollins - probably out for a week or more.
23. Common Toadflax: Flowering on North Common, Hayling, on June 21 - seen by
Ralph Hollins
24. Field Cow-wheat: Flowering on the M27 bank at Portchester on June 22 - seen by
John Goodspeed - probably out some time before this.
25. Red Bartsia: Flowering on Portchester Common on June 23 - seen by Ralph Hollins
26. Large Thyme: Some doubt about the identity of this plant found flowering on
Portchester Common on June 23 - seen by Ralph Hollins
27. Basil Thyme: Flowering in a number of places along the north edge of Portchester
Common on June 23 - seen by Ralph Holllins
28. Skullcap: Flowering at Emsworth and Titchfield Haven on June 24 - seen by Brian
Fellows and Richard Carpenter
29. Marsh Woundwort: Flowering by the Titchfield canal path on June 20 - seen by
Richard Carpenter
30. Ivy Broomrape var monochroma: What may well be subsequently identified as this
was first found by Val Henry in the Red Barn housing estate near the south side of the
M27 at Portchester sometime before June 22 when I was made aware of it by John
Goodspeed.
31. Venus' Looking Glass: Flowering on Portsdown in fields east of Portchester
Common on June 22 - seen by John Goodspeed
32. Round-headed Rampion: The first flower was opening on Catherington Down on
June 22 - seen by John Goodspeed.

33. Small Scabious: Flowering on Portsdown on June 23 - seen by Ralph Hollins
34. Field Scabious: Flowering in the Hill Head area near Titchfield on June 24 - seen by
Richard Carpenter
35. Common Fleabane: Flowers starting to open and showing yellow at the IBM
Portsmouth site on June 25 - seen by Ralph Hollins
36. Greater Knapweed: Flowering on Portsdown on June 23 - seen by Ralph Hollins
37. Broad-leaved Helleborine: Not yet in flower - a surprise find in the carparks of the
IBM Portsmouth site on June 25. I think this is a new species for the site - seen by
Ralph Hollins
38. Pyramidal Orchid: An estimate of 10,000 plants in flower on the IBM Portsmouth site
on June 25 seen by Ralph Hollins
39. Fragrant Orchid: Flowering at Catherington Down on June 21 - seen by John
Goodspeed
40. Frog Orchid: Reportedly seen at Noar Hill on June 15 - not certain if the plants were in
flower by then
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Common Blue Damselfly

o

Ruddy Darter

o

Gold Ringed Dragonfly

: Richard Carpenter gives the first reports of this species on June 19 at both
Titchfield Haven and the Botley Woods area. As the first Azure Damsels were
out at Titchfield on May 6 (though not reported elsewhere until June 10 and 11)
I suspect that the Common Blue have been on the wing (but not reported as
such) for some time.
: A more genuine 'first' comes from Peter Vaughan who saw a single teneral
female at Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on June 24
: Latest reports from Richard Carpenter add sightings of this beauty at the
Titchfield Haven canal path on June 20 and at Whiteley Pastures (Botley
Woods) on June 24.

2. Butterflies
:
o

White Admiral

o

White-letter Hairstreak

o

: The first of the year was seen on June 22 by Linda Barker at the Hillier
Gardens near Romsey with another single on June 23 at Bentley Wood west of
Stockbridge, seen by Mike Duffy, and on June 24 Richard Levett saw one at the
Botley Woods (Richard's sighting is a second hand report and the date is not
certain)
: Mike Duffy saw his first at Bentley Wood on June 23 but there was a log book
entry for one there on June 22.
Clouded Yellow

: A 'possible only' sighting of one by John Goodspeed on Portsdown on June
22. The only other June sightings I have heard of were one in the East Sussex
Pannell valley on June 6 and one on Chalton Down north of Rowlands Castle on
June 18 so no major invasion yet!
o

Brimstone

o

Small Tortoiseshell

o

Comma

o

Dark Green Fritillary

o

Silver Washed Fritillary

o

Marbled White

o

Ringlet

: These remain relative frequent sightings and some people have suggested
that this year's brood are already on the wing but as the fresh ones do not
normally appear until the end of July after the previous year's brood have
vanished from the scene, and as there has been no let up in the almost daily
sightings so far this year, I am doubtful about the apppearance of newly hatched
specimens.
: The summer brood of these does seem to have started to emerge on June 17
(in Somerset) and June 19 (in Hampshire). These first sightings which I have
already reported have been followed by fresh specimens seen on June 20 at
Titchfield Haven, on June 23 at both Portsdown and Bentley Wood and on June
24 at Emsworth.
: The summer brood of these is also out - I have already reported one in Pamber
Forest on June 19 and that has been followed with three reports for June 23
(from the IBM Portsmouth site, Stansted Forest and Bentley Wood) and on
June 24 Richard Carpenter tells me Comma has been 'reported recently' at
Titchfield Haven.
: I have already reported the first as appearing on June 18 with one or two at
Farley Mount and Stockbridge Down but by June 23 the count at Farley Mount
was up to 12
: First appearing at Bentley Wood on June 18 there were 'many' there on June
23
: Also making its first appearance in Hampshire on June 18 Marbled Whites
were widespread by June 23 (when Andrew Brookes saw at least 35 on the IBM
Portsmouth site) and on June 24 at least 9 were out in Spencer's Field at the
west end of the Emsworth Hollybank Woods.
: First seen in Hampshire on June 20 these also are now widespread, including
a sighting at Ropley railway station on June 22

3. Moths
: 21 new species since my last report.
o

Brown China Mark

o

Cynaeda dentalis

o

Dioryctria abietella

: Portland on June 20
: Portland on June 22
: Portland on June 23

o

Pebble Hook-tip

o

Treble Brown Spot

o

Portland Ribbon Wave

o

Barred Straw

o

Blue-bordered Carpet

o

Cypress Carpet

o

Triple-spotted Pug

o

The Magpie

o

Common White Wave

o

Small Square-spot

o

The Shears

o

The Miller

o

Marbled Beauty

o

Silver Barred

o

Cream-bordered Green Pea

o

The Four-spotted

o

The Fan-foot

: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 19
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 20
: This cliff dweller only found at Portland Bill (?) was taken there on June 22
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 23
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 23
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 18
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 19
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 20
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 18
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 20
: Tony Wilson at Edburton under the Sussex Downs on June 20
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 19
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 23
: Alan Jafkins at Lovedean (Waterlooville) on June 19 - a very unusual find
: Portland on June 22
: Portland on June 22
: Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 23

4. Other Insects
:
o

Oak Bush Cricket
: The first nymphs of these bright green (at least when adult) Bush Crickets
were seen by Richard Carpenter in Chilling Copse on June 21

OTHER

1. Fox: In April and early May a Vixen was regularly seen on the Portsmouth IBM site
close to the buildings catching rabbits to feed her cubs. When I was there on June 25 a
well grown and very healthy looking cub trotted along the canal bank towards the
westmost cycle sheds north of E building while I was standing on the other side of the
water in the carpark. Unfortunately there is no evidence of any impact on the overall
rabbit population on the site!
2. Badger
: Richard Carpenter tells me that on June 24 an adult Badger was seen a (Upper)
Titchfield Haven by Lindsay Morgan out in the open in broad daylight after torrential
rain. Richard thought the Badger was taking the opportunity to get an easy meal of
worms washed out of the soil by the rain but my thoughts turned streams of excess
water pouring down the Badger sett, necessitating submarine escape drill!
3. Squirrel
: Mark Tutton in Southsea has told John Goodspeed that the pair of 'albino' Grey
Squirrels which have bred in his garden for several years have this year produced 3
young - two albinos and one normal Grey.
4. Green Lizard
: Andy Skraga's recent sighting of a 'blue lizard' on Ballard Down near Swanage
(reported in my notes for June 22) has prompted Andy Collins of Southampton to
confirm that there is an established colony of continental Green Lizards on the cliffs at
Bournemouth at Portman Ravine in the Boscombe area. Andy says they have been
there for at least a couple of years and that one or two 'stunning males' have been
seen near gorse bushes on the cliff top there this spring. No one has yet come up with
an id for the 'blue lizard'.
5. Fungi
: On June 20Maurice Pugh found some early Chanterelles in the Shave Green
Inclosure of the New Forest (between Minstead and the A31 immediately west of the
M27)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2206
Sat 25 June
A. IBM Portsmouth site
Details of my monthly visit to this site to carry out the WeBS count for the IBM Lake will
follow ...
Thu 23 June
A. Portsdown above Portchester
Yesterday I had an email from John Goodspeed with a picture of a very yellow
Broomrape which Val Henry had found on the slopes of Portsdown and which did not
tie in with the standard descriptions of any of the Broomrape species so this morning I
went to the area to have a look for myself and to see a number of other good plants
which John told me were now in flower.
Before going I rang John to tell him that one possible identity for the plant was an
unusual form (var monochroma) of Ivy Broomrape which is described in the Hants
Flora as occurring in several places in Winchester, Alresford and Liss and which was
also found on Titchfield Lane (at SU 556109 north of the railway at Tapnage and south
of the junction with Biddenfield Lane - probably near the road to Quob Farm) by Nigel
Johnson just before 13 June 1999 - the colony here had 29 plants and looked well

established. I have strong personal memories of finding what was almost certainly the
same plant in a Winchester lane not normally used by the general public between
Colebrook Street and the Cathedral Close when I was leaving the celebrations after
my daughter and several others had just been ordained in the cathedral on 29 June
2002. Another possible identity for the plant was suggested by a find on Portsdown in
late June 2000 about which I wrote at the time .. "Richard Jones (the Portsmouth City
Conservation Officer for Portsdown) was asked by people working at the Defence
Research establishment (Portsdown West site) to investigate three very unusual
bright yellow forms of what seems to be Common Broomrape, and is wondering if
they could possibly be the very rare Orobanche minor var flava, not previously
recorded in Hampshire and according to Stace having only one site in the British Isles
(at Newport in Wales). Richard says that the plants are the size of Common
Broomrape and both stem and flowers are bright yellow (a different colour to the yellow
of the common Knapweed Broomrape, O. elatior, and much smaller than that plant).
There are normal plants of Common Broomrape present here and these three are
growing on or by underground electric cables and are probably subject to all sorts of
experimental radiation so they may be mutants generated by by the experiments that
go on here." In July, after Pete Selby’s opinion had been sought, I wrote .. "The reason
for Pete Selby's visit to Portsdown was primarily to have a look at the strange bright
yellow broomrapes found in the DERA West Portsdown site but having looked at them
today the consensus was that the plants were definitely dwarf
(under-nourished?) specimens of the common Knapweed Broomrape, not rare
varieties of Common Broomrape."
This morning I followed John’s instructions for find the new plants and walked south on
the west side of the bridge over the M27 on Hill Lane at Portchester, and then turned
right (climbing an Armco crash barrier) to follow a tarmac path along the north side of
new houses for until the path turned south at the end of one block of houses. After
turning the path went down the west side of a detached brick garage with the
Broomrapes in a woodchip mulched flower bed in which a Laurel Hedge was
developing on the west side of the path. Above and behind the narrow flowerbed were
a couple of old Hawthorn trees almost completely smothered by mature Ivy giving
a hint that this might be Ivy Broomrape (though it could be associated with the imported
soil, wood-chip mulch and planted Laurel)
I found a total of seven Broomrape plants ranging in height from 30cm on a plant
where the bottom flowers were over and turning brown, through one of 20cm in full
flower down to a smaller one on which the flower spike was only beginning to open.
Other than browning with age the plants were a uniform pale yellow all over at first
glance (but see the detail below). My notes read ...
Fresh flower length 20mm; Calyx teeth long (as Stace’s illustration 629-12 for Ivy
Broomrape - longer than shown for other species); No obvious bracts; Upper and lower
lips ‘crinkle edged’ (no obvious clefts or lobes); Upper lip forming a hood making it
difficult to see into corolla tube; Lower lip minimal; those stigmas which I could see had
their lobes close together and grey in colour (close to Francis Rose’s illustration for O.
picridis but I am not suggesting that identity); I could not detect any stamen features;
corolla tubes had distinct red veining and a bright yellow patch in the hood of the upper
lip; below the lower lip and running back down the tube was brown stripe; many
glandular hairs on calyx teeth and lower parts of corolla but not on lips; corolla tubes
were maybe ‘compressed’ - could not see down the tube even when the upper lip was
held aside - but not ‘constricted’ (as if a tight rubber band was round it at one point)
Moving to other plants seen I spent some time first on Portchester Common, entering
from the top of Skew Road and finding my first Greater Knapweed and Red Bartsia
flowers followed by Lesser Centaury (in short grass on north side of northmost path

which broke off from the main path to go around a Hawthorn within twenty yards or so
of leaving the road). Keeping on this northmost path right across the Common I found
many good clumps of Basil Thyme as I neared the east end, and coming back along
the other main east-west path south of the old overgrown ‘tree lined lane’ I found a
plant which puzzled me - a small decumbent labiate with pink flowers that
suggested Calamint but otherwise looking like a dwarf form of Large Thyme with
square stems having lines of long hair down the found corners but with very small
leaves (c3mm long) with hairs all round their edges. The flowers looked like Thyme
except for their pale pink colour.
Moving east into the rough fields I found a mass of small Rough Poppies filling a small
depression of almost bare earth on the east side of the track going downhill just before
it went through a hedge into an area of very recently cleared (bulldozed) scrub. Among
the Poppies my first Knotgrass was flowering and a closer look found seven flowers
of Venus Looking Glass.
Other finds in this overall area were at least 8 Marbled White butterflies, 1 very fresh
Small Tortoiseshell and many Meadow Browns. Other prominent flowers included
many Musk Thistles, Pyramidal Orchids and some Common Centaury and
Yellow-wort.
Moving down Skew Road to park near the bridge over the M27 and walk to the
Broomrpe site I first enjoyed the still flourishing colony of Field Cowheat at the top of
the motorway bank with Pale Flax flowering outside the motorway fence. Near the
bridge at its north end was one cluster of Common Spotted orchids and on the
pavement of the bridge itself quite a lot of Lesser Sea Spurrey was flowering
(presumably nourished by road salt each winter like the Danish Scurvy Grass). On the
southern motorway bank west of the bridge lots of Ribbed Melilot was newly in flower.
Coming back over the bridge after finding the Broomrape I turned left towards
Monument Lane and added one of the ‘Belgarum’ Bee Orchids to my list as well as
much Small Scabious in flower. Crossing to the uphill side of the road there was a
good show of the Small Yellow (or Straw) Foxgloves near the bend where the road
disappears into the trees. Turning back to the car I passed more Marbled Whites and
one female Common Blue.
Wed 22 June
A. (Wed2206) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
1. Storm Petrel: The Portland Bill website entry for June 20 includes a couple of pictures
of a Storm Petrel which had been lured into a net by a tape of Petrel calls - a second
bird 'evaded capture', a phrase conjuring up in my mind a mad midnight chase of a
'Mother Carey's Chicken' around the cliff tops - luckily no one fell over the cliff edge!
2. Little Egret
: Thanks to George Spraggs for answering my question as to how many pairs of Egrets
were said (by Bill Oddie in the Springwatch TV programme) to be nesting this year at
Northward Hill on the Kent coast north of Chatham - George thinks it was 50 pairs and
that sounds more likely than my half-memory of 150 pairs (which I could not really
believe). Perhaps that film will help in the battle against the proposed new airport at
Cliffe which is within a couple of miles of the Northward Hill RSPB reserve.
3. Honey Buzzard

: One flying west over Halnaker Hill (north east of Chichester) was one of many raptors
seen by Chris Seaton while walking from Chichester to London Bridge along the
course of the Stane Street Roman road from June 13 to 17. Chris says (on the SOS
website) ... "We began of course with Peregrine on Chichester Cathedral; Kestrels
were seen in double figures every day; we saw more Common Buzzard than we did
Sparrowhawk; there was a possible Raven high over Strettington; Honey Buzzard
lolloping west near Halnaker; Hobby dashing around hirundines between Rowhook
and Oakwoodhill." The number of Kestrels seen rather surprised me but I suppose this
was accounted for by sightings of family parties now out of the nest - just two or three
pairs seen each day with their offspring would give a count of ten or more birds, all of
them more visible than usual during the training exercises in which the whole family
hover in a line with fifty metres or less between each bird.
4. Kestrel
: Supporting evidence for what I have said above about Kestrel families now being out
comes from Ian Pibworth who (on June 19 during his day long seated vigil at the
Testwood Lakes, without taking one step towards London) saw two family parties of
Kestrels in the wing.
5. Red-footed Falcon
: Mike Rafter tells us that on June 19 Birdguides carried a report of a first summer bird
having been seen at Martin Down.
6. Hobby
: I am suprised that Chris Seaton did not see more than one Hobby in his five day walk
from Chichester to London. Although we have passed the May peak counts when
newly arrived migrants which have flown to us in flocks remain in those flocks as they
feed up in insect rich hot spots (e.g. the Stour Valley in Kent where counts were
reported of 27 on May 1, 49 on May 2 and 38 on May 15) the Dungeness site is still
reporting from 5 to 8 birds seen daily (8 on June 3 and 5,6,5 on June 13,14,15). The
most recent report from Christchurch Harbour tells how a Hobby (obviously well aware
of a Sand Martin colony near Hengistbury Head) charged into that site on June 20 but
came away without prey as most of the young are now on the wing and some 150 birds
were feeding together away from their nests, thus escaping the Hobby.
7. Avocet
: Latest report from Titchfield Haven comes from Peter Raby who was there on June
19 and saw 5 adults with four juveniles (now a month old), so it would appear that only
one pair have bred there successfully this year.
8. Lapwing
: The first report of these birds returning to the coast was on June 4 when around 10
turned up in Christchurch Harbour and by June 19 Ian Pibworth reported 40 at the
Testwood Lakes (where, despite his weekly vigils, Ian has not mentioned the species
since giving a count of 130 on Mar 6) My own observations here at Langstone village
show a similar pattern with none logged from Mar 7 (when I saw 50 there) until May 20
(when I counted 13 back). On the previous day (June 19) I happened to see 7 fly west
high over my garden in central Havant.
9. Curlew
: A group of 8 at the mouth of the Langbrook stream west of Langstone were the first
returning birds which I have seen personally.
10. Turnstone
: Two birds (presumably first year birds) seem to be summering on the shore near
Titchfield Haven with reports of them from the Haven on June 12 and 15. I see from

Birds of Hampshire that a few remain in Langstone Harbour and in the west Solent
each summer.
11. Med Gull: Another visitor to Colworth Down at West Dean north of Chichester saw 6
feeding 'over the fields' on June 17, re-inforcing my guess that the birds main reason
for flying inland is to feed on insects in the air. More interestingly (at least to me) is
evidence of an increasing number now moving east from the English Channel into the
North Sea. Reports of from 1 to 5 off Dungeness have been almost daily since New
Year but a typical count of 4 there on June 17 was followed on the next three days by
counts of 10, 19 and 33. This is presumably post-breeding dispersal (the birds in
question probably being failed breeders) but I find it little surprising that they should be
heading for the North Sea rather than going west or south.
12. Black-headed Gull: Another strong indication of the end of the gull breeding season
came on June 20 when I saw my first four juvenile Black-heads on the Langstone
village shore (that number had increased to five on June 21). There will no doubt be
plenty of adults and chicks still out on South Binness, and at other nesting colonies Peter Raby who was at Titchfield Haven on June and saw an estimated 110 pairs still
at their nests with 'many chicks'.
13. Roseate Tern: None reported in Hampshire since one at Titchfield Haven on June 6 that bird may well have flown west to appear off Christchurdh Harbour on June 19, and
may equally well fly back. Another bird arrived at Rye Harbour on June 14 and was still
there on June 19, and soon numbers in the Channel will be re-inforced by adults
returning from breeding (hopefully with some youngsters).
14. Bee Eater: The bird that was seen at Portland Bill on June 18, but flew off north east in
the evening, was back at the Bill on June 19 where it waited for the clouds to clear
before heading determinedly south out to sea.
15. Woodlark: Many bird species will soon cease to sing but one Woodlark was still vocal
at Ambersham Common near Midhurst on June 19 (though it was a bit weary of flying
about over its territory and was singing while perched on power cables).
16. Sand Martin: These are reported to have had a good breeding season at Christchurch
Harbour with most young now out of the nest, and on June 19 two young birds already
seemingly on their way south were at the Testwood Lakes.
17. Mistle Thrush: These too may have had a good breeding season, at any rate a total of
32 were seen near West Dean (Chichester) by Adam Bowley on June 17 - he tells us
there was one flock of 20 birds and another of 12 so presumably several families have
already joined into autumn feeding flocks.
18. Marsh Warbler: The bird that sang at Folkestone on June 2, then at Sandwich Bay on
June 9, has now been heard at Dungeness where it spent the morning of June 20
singing intermittently (I have no proof that just one bird is involved!)
19. Sardinian Warbler: The 'unknown observer' who saw the Sardinian Warbler at
Farlington Marshes on June 17 turns out to be Derek Hale whose 'Birding on the Isle of
Wight’ website (dbhale.members.beeb.net/IOW.htm) provides me and many others
with a daily record of birds seen on the Island. It just happened that he was en route for
London on that day and made a brief call at Farlington. He tells me .. "I could hear a
Lesser Whitethroat along the line of hawthorns behind the little pond and went closer
to see if I could see it, finding a Whitethroat sitting in the open and a Cetti calling as
well. There was a bird near the Whitethroat mostly hidden by foliage, I could see a grey
back and a bit of black head, so still expecting a Lesser Whitethroat or Blackcap to
come out. Quite a shock to see that big red eye! Took a while to find someone with a

suitable field guide to confirm the species, but black on head, grey on back and very
prominent red eye is a bit of a give-away!"
20. Treecreeper: This species was reported regularly at Titchfield Haven from January to
the end of April, and on June 12 one was seen there again, this time accompanied by
young (seen by Richard Carpenter)
21. Golden Oriole: Sightings of Orioles in June would seem to imply local breeding by the
birds but sightings at St Catherine's Point on the IoW on June 10 and at Dungeness on
June 16 were probably of first year birds not breeding and just wandering this summer
(or if you are a pessimist, indications of failed breeding with the birds already leaving
the country).
22. Trumpeter Finch: The Dungeness website tells us that one turned up there on June
11 and spent the day feeding on the beach with House Sparrows - what's more it was
still there on June 12 and 13 but has not been seen again. This species is marked in
the Collins Guide as a three star rarity meaning that only one or two are seen in Britain
per decade. This news explains my puzzlement at the entry for June 11 on the
Portland Bill website reading .. "With the stalwarts having elevated Trumpeter Finch
from the status of 'maybe one day' to 'almost certainly today' expectations remained
very high." Whoever wrote that had presumably already heard of the bird at
Dungeness and assumed that all readers of the Portland website would also have
heard of it - not so!
23. Common or Scarlet Rosefinch: After one was seen to fly west in the Worthing area
on June 11 another (or the same, having done an about turn and flown nearly 90 km
east) turned up on June 12 at the Dungeness RSPB reserve.
PLANTS
1. Dyer's Greenweed: First found in Botley Woods on June 11 by Richard Carpenter
2. Tufted Vetch
: First found by myself at Langstone on the north pier of the old Hayling Railway on
June 20
3. Sea Pea
: Reported from Rye Harbour in East Sussex to be at its best there on June 19
4. Sickle Medick
: John Goodspeed found this just starting to flower at its only Hampshire site (by the A3
London Road on Portsdown) on June 19
5. Enchanter's Nightshade
: Flowering in Mill Lane at Langstone on June 20
6. Common Centaury
: One plant flowering at Langstone on the north pier of the old Hayling Railway on June
20
7. Yellow-wort
: John Goodspeed was the first to report this, found on Portsdown on June 19 (also out
at Langstone on June 20)
8. Knapweed Broomrape
: Also found on Portsdown by John Goodspeed on June 19
9. Lady's Bedstraw

: A first for Brian Fellows in Emsworth on June 18
10. Marsh Ragwort: Flowering by the Hermitage Stream in Bedhampton on June 20
11. Buttonweed (Cotula coronopifolia): A fair amount flowering on June 20 at its only
Hampshire site by the Hermitage Stream just north of Bedhampton Mill.
12. Spear Thistle: Flowering in Havant on June 20
13. Lizard Orchid: Mike Collins told me on June 19 that one is flowering in the private
grounds of Goodwood House near Chichester.
14. Sea Rush: I think this is a common species which I have not noticed before but on
June 20 I was attracted by the elegant flowers of this Rush against the sea wall of the
Mill at Langstone
15. Common Toadflax: Not yet in my database so added here - several plants in flower at
Northney on Hayling Island on the evening of June 21. The Goat's Rue plants which I
had gone there to see were starting to open their flowers.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies: Just one new species on the wing.
o

Common Darter

o

Golden Ringed Dragonfly

o

Downy Emerald

o

Black-tailed Skimmer

: First of the year was seen by Mark Litjens at Whiteley Pastures (north of
Fareham) on June 19
: Mark Litjens also found seven of these at Whiteley on June 19
: Richard Carpenter tells us that more than six of these could be seen at
Whiteley/Botley Woods in mid June
: Richard also reports five of these in the same area on June 11.

2. Butterflies
: Three new species for this update.
o

Silver-washed Fritillary

o

Dark-green Fritillary

o

Ringlet

o

Small Skipper

: First one seen by Richard Carpenter in the Botley Woods north of Fareham on
June 19 followed by two seen in Bentley Wood west of Stockbridge by Mike
Duffy on June 20 (however the log book at Bentley Wood reported that they
very first had been seen there on June 18)
: Two reports of these on June 18 (from Alan Thornbury at Farley Mount west of
Winchester and from Mike Duffy at Stockbridge Down)
: The first to be reported in Hampshire were seen on June 20 (by Mike Duffy at
Bentley Wood - his 3 could have been in Wiltshire - and by Mark Litjens, who
only saw one but it was definitely in Hampshire at Yew Hill near Winchester).
Mike Duffy had seen an earlier specimen at Whitecross Wood in Oxfordshire on
June 18.

: Peter Eeles had seen a very early specimen in Pamber Forest (north of
Basingstoke) on June 4 and we still only have two more reports - another in
Pamber Forest on June 19 seen by Andrew Bolton and one in Somerset seen
by Mike Duffy on June 17
o

Clouded Yellow

o

Silver-studded Blue

o

Painted Lady

o

Small Tortoiseshell

o

Comma

o

Marbled White

o

Meadow Brown

: Richard Symons saw one on the east slope of Chalton Down (north of
Rowlands Castle) on June 18. This is the first record from Hampshire since May
30 and (taken with the recent appearance of a lot of fresh Red Admirals) could
be a foreunner of summer migrant arrivals.
: The first two of these were seen on Silchester Common by Peter Eeles on
June 11 and there have been a couple of sightings from the Fleet area of north
Hampshire but it was not till June 20 that a major emergence of 78 was seen
(again at Silchester by Peter Eeles).
: As well as the Clouded Yellow reported above there were reports of single
Painted Ladies on June 18 and 19 (the first by Joathan Forsyth at Burkham
Home Farm near Alton and the second on Old Winchester Hill by Mark Litjens)
: A single fresh specimen seen on June 19 by Mark Litjens at Old Winchester
Hill could mark the start of summer emergence
: Although not noted as being a fresh specimen a single seen on June 19 by
Andrew Bolton in Pamber Forest is the first to be reported for just over a month
and must be a new summer emergence,
: These can now be seen in Hampshire - the first was seen in the county by Alan
Thornbury at Stockbridge Down on June 18. On June 19 Tim Norriss saw one
on the Isle of Wight (Tennyson Down) and John Goodspeed found them on
Portsdown. June 20 gave 3 each to Mike Duffy on Stockbridge Down and Mark
Litjens at Old Wincheter Hill.
: June 18 saw a major emergence of these with 50 reported at Home Farm,
Burkham (nr Alton) by Jonathan Forsyth and an uncounted report of a 'main
hatch' on Hazeley Heath near Fleet by Terry Hotten.

3. Moths
: 25 new species for my year list!
o

Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet

o

Green Oak Tortrix

o

Endothenia quadrimaculana

: One ot these is reported by Terry Hotten at Aldershot on June 17. A couple of
'normal' Five-spots have already been reported by Mike Duffy from Wiltshire on
June 11 and I am not sure why Terry says his sighting was 'presumed' to be
Narrow-bordered - are they the commoner species in Hampshire?
: Taken at Portland Bill on June 19
: Taken at Portland Bill on June 19

o

Bactra furfurana

o

Zeiraphera isertana

o

Thisanotia chrysonuchella

o

European Corn-borer

o

Lesser Wax Moth

o

White Plume Moth

o

Buff Arches

o

Common Emerald

o

Barred Yellow

o

Chimney Sweeper

o

Clouded Magpie

o

Lilac Beauty

o

Orange Moth

o

Dew Moth

o

Red-necked Footman

o

Heart and Club

o

Crescent Dart

o

The Coronet

: Taken at Portland Bill on June 19
: Taken at Portland Bill on June 19
: Taken by Tim Norriss on Arreton Down (IoW) on June 19. Tim says this rarity
is not found in mainland Hampshire.
: A more recognizable name from the Portland Bill catch on June 19
: Taken on June 18 by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John north of
Basingstoke
: Brian Fellows at Brook Meadow in Emsworth is the first with this species for
the year on June 19 (assuming his find was of Pterophorus pentadactyla - B&F
number 1513)
: Taken on June 17 by Maurice Pugh at Cadnam in the New Forest
: One of these fell from a tree to land at Peter Vaughan's feet on Bartley Heath in
north Hampshire on June 18
: Taken on June 18 by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John
: Both Alan Thornbury and Mike Duffy saw this day flying moth at Stockbridge
Down on June 18 (but Mike says the first were reported here on June 13)
: Found in Parkhurst Forest (IoW) by Tim Norriss on June 18
: Taken on June 18 by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John
: Found in Parkhurst Forest (IoW) by Tim Norriss on June 18
: Found on the cliff top at Tennyson Down (IoW) by Tim Norriss on June 19
: Found in Parkhurst Forest (IoW) by Tim Norriss on June 18
: A first for Richard Carpenter at Hill Head (Titchfield area) on June 14
: Found at Totland (IoW) on June 17 by Tim Norriss
: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head (Titchfield area) on June 11

o

Dark Arches

o

Double Lobed

o

Marbled White-spot

o

Pinion-streaked Snout

o

Scarce Merveille du Jour

: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head (Titchfield area) on June 12
: Taken at Portland Bill on June 19
: Taken on June 18 by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John
: Taken on June 18 by Paul Boswell at Greywell in north Hampshire.
: I have already reported a sighting from East Sussex on June 14 but since then
John Shillitoe has seen one on the wall of a house near Wickham in the Meon
Valley on June 16 and on June 17 Philip Hack had one at Nursling on the north
west fringe of Southampton

4. Other insects
:
o

Carpenter Bee (Xylocopa violacea)

o

Stag Beetle

o

Meadow Grasshopper

: After the first sighting of this large and colourful continental invader at
Dungeness on June 8 the species was seen there again on June 19 and 20
: On June 19 the Christchurch Harbour website commented that 'more than
usual' Stag Beetles were being seen there
: Richard Carpenter reports first hearing grasshopper 'stridulation' at Whiteley
Pastures north of Fareham on June 11

OTHER
1. Hare: Most casual sightings of Hares come in March and April when the Jacks chase
the Jills with intent to mate, the Jills often rebuffing the male with a 'box around the
ears', and this year is no exeption with 12 of the 19 reports in my database being in that
period. Another reason for few sightings in early summer (before harvest-time brings
another rash of sightings as the animals flee the combines) is that long grass and other
vegetation hides them from sight. So I was interested to hear that Alan Thornbury had
seen two Hares chasing on Farley Mount while he was looking for butterflies there on
June 18. A check in my Reader's Digest book of Animals tells me that I should not be
too surprised as Hares breed at any time in the year.
2. 'Blue Lizard'
: When Andy Skraga from Gosport was walking on Ballard Down on June 19 he was
surprised to see a Lizard which, in his words, "had the shape of a sand lizard (with a
rugged, almost plate-like back and tail, rather than the smooth back of the common
lizard)" but "was coloured entirely with a pure, iridescent blue." He asks if this is a
normal colour variation for a Sand Lizard, but that is a question I cannot answer - can
you? I suggested that with warm weather in Dorset an exotic species could have
escaped and survived, and had the colour been green I would suggest the large Green
Lizard which is (I think) relatively common in the south of Europe.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1906
Tue 21 June

A. North Common on Hayling
When it became cool enough to go out in the evening I cycled past Langstone (where
there were at least 5 juvenile Black-headed Gulls on the shore) across the bridge
and on to the North Common open space behind Northney Marina).
My target was to see if the colony of Goat’s Rue plants that grow here were yet in
flower and I found that they were not but at least two flower heads were showing the
white colour of the flowers. Before seeing these I had been impressed by the great
display of metre high spikes of Viper’s Bugloss in full flower on the earth barrier
between the carpark and the common, and further on I found bright yellow of Biting
Stonecrop on the seawall and less bright yellow on the first spikes of Common
Toadflax I have seen this year. More yellow was provided by a mass of Perforate St
John’s Wort and a really glaring example hit me when I came face to face with a three
metre high bush of Spanish Gorse at the extreme east end of the site.
Mon 20 June
A. Around Havant
In the weed dominated gravel areas outside the Havant multi-storey carpark I today
saw my first Spear Thistle flowers and found much more Everlasting Pea in flower,
but also found a new invader in the form of Seaside Daisy (common enough
everywhere on south Hayling but I do not recall seeing it as a ‘casual’ weed in Havant
before). Its flowers were not yet fully developed, and it had chosen a minimal foothold
at the bottom of the brick wall with no hint of soil!
On the Billy Trail heading for Langstone more Meadowsweet was in flower and in
Langstone Mill Lane my first Enchanter’s Nightshade was out, while out on the north
pier of the old rail line I found three first flowers - Tufted Vetch, Common Centaury,
and Yellow-wort (John Goodspeed saw this latter on Portsdown yesterday) and I
found Knotted Clover (which I have already found on Hayling but never seen here
before). Also impressive here was Viper’s Bugloss and a show of Common
Broomrape.
Looking through the birds at the mouth of the Langbrook stream I found my first
juvenile Black-headed Gull ( and then saw three more on the Langstone village
shore). Also newly back here were 8 Curlew and on the Langstone shore there were 8
Lapwing (and two very smart adult Med Gulls and a less smart juvenile Pied
Wagtail).
Cetti’s and Reed Warblers were singing around Langstone Pond and on the shore
east of the Mill Lax Sea-lavender was beginning to show colour in its still closed flower
buds. Nearer the mill building a cluster of some slender rushes with delicate flowers
open still has me puzzled as to their identity - the three-branched pink coloured stigma
held high above bright yellow clusters on pollen on the anthers made each flower
entrancing to look at through a lens.
In the evening I went to the Hermitage Stream passing the Bedhampton Water Works
and found the Buttonweed in flower as expected. Water Plantain was in bud but
Marsh Ragwort was in full flower and there was a great mass of hybrid Water
Speedwell.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 13 - 19 (WEEK 24)
Sun 19 June

A. (Sun1906) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1506
BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: Up to a dozen of these were present on the Testwood Lakes
from January to March, and as early as Jan 23 some were displaying and nest-building
(and one died from a torpedo attack launched by another bird in defence of its
territory). Ian Pibworth has not mentioned their presence there since Mar 13 until June
15 when he watched a pair giving their courtship 'penguin dance' - I guess the birds
concerned had attempted breeding elsewhere and were trying to start a second
attempt at breeding.
2. Manx Shearwater
: 75 were logged off Portland Bill on June 15 and another 39 seen from Christchurch
Harbour (next day only 6 were seen from Portland but it would seem that plenty are still
feeding in the English Channel).
3. Mediterranean Shearwater
: One of these flew west past Folkestone on June 15 - I've no idea as to the current
official line on separation of those Shearwaters which live in the Mediterranean into
separate species and/or subspecies but I have recorded this under the single code
which I have in my database as a 'Balearic Shearwater'.
4. Little Egret
: On June 16 'what seemed to be a juvenile' Little Egret was seen at Rye Harbour so
keep your eyes open elsewhere (can anyone remind me how many pairs were said by
Bill Oddie to be breeding at Northward Hill in Kent this year when they showed us film
of young in the nest there during the Springwatch programmes?)
5. Pintail
: Also on the RX website for the Rye Harbour area there was a report of 'what seemed
to be a juvenile' Pintail at Rye Harbour on June 16
6. Garganey
: A drake arrived at Titchfield Haven on June 11 and was still there the next day.
7. Black Kite
: Following Paul Sterry's report of one over St Catherine's Hill by the M3 at Winchester
on June 14 Bob Marchant had a 'probable' sighting of one (at a distance of around 3
km) over the Longwood Warren area near Cheesefoot Head on June 17. The two
locations are only 5 km apart.
8. Avocet
: On June 3 Richard Carpenter told us of a pair having hatched four young at Titchfield
Haven and the Haven website reports a single brood being still present on June 15 but
does not give numbers of young. (I have not yet checked Richard Carpenter's weekly
summary for the past week)
9. Little Ringed Plover
: On June 17 a pair had hatched at least one chick on playing fields at Bolnore village
close to Haywards Heath - we are told that the fields are 'fenced off' but I do not know
which came first (the fencing off which left a secluded area for the plovers, or the
plovers whose arrival caused the fields to be fenced off to protect them). At the
Testwood Lakes site at the mouth of the R Test three males turned up on June 15,
already on their way south.

10. Lapwing: During my brief after-breakfast garden birdwatch on June 19 I saw seven
Lapwing heading west over central Havant, too high for me to identify them until I used
my bins.
11. Little Stint: The official status of this bird in Hampshire is as a scarce passage migrant
which occasionally winters but a very few are seen in June (after any spring passage is
over and before the major autumn passage starts in July). Three arrived at Farlington
Marshes on 12 June 1976 and stayed for over a month, and two made a one day
appearance at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) on 21 June 1981. More recently one
was in Langstone Harbour on 20 June 1999 and one was at the mouth of the Beaulieu
River on 10 June 2000 with another single at Titchfield Haven on 16 June 2000, and
one was seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds on 29 June 2003. This year there were six
sightings of singles in Christchurch Harbour during May (the last on May 25) plus a
group of three there on May 15, and proof that some are still in southern England
comes from the Stour valley in Kent where two were seen on June 11.
12. Curlew Sandpiper: This is another summer rarity in southern England with two
current June sightings - one at Sandwich in Kent on June 10 and one at Portland Bill on
June 16. The only Hampshire record for June seems to have been one at Farlington
Marshes on 10 June 2000.
13. Black-tailed Godwit: The summer population of first year (non breeding) birds, which
has remained on the south coast while the breeding birds have gone to Iceland, seems
relatively mobile and I suspect that a flock which built up to 220 birds in Christchurch
Harbour on June 11 (and which had dropped to just 12 by June 17) has moved east to
Chichester Harbour where 68 appeared on the mud off Emsworth on June 13 and had
increased to give a high tide roost of around 120 by June 15. Brian Fellows still found
106 in the Emsworth/north west Thorney area on June 17 but that was not at high tide
and he may well have missed some birds in the Nore Barn area or south of Wickor
Point.
14. Green Sandpiper: Since I reported David Holland's 'first back' bird at the Lower Test
on June 10 I see that it really was at the head of a returning stream - another single
was at Sandwich on June 10, one was in the Stour Valley near Canterbury on June 11
and four were there on June 12
15. Common Sandpiper: Also in the Kent Stour valley on June 12 was a less expected
Common Sandpiper
16. Turnstone: Also on June 12 two Turnstone were seen at Titchfield Haven - not as
unusual in June as the Common Sandpiper.
17. Med Gull: Yet another inland sighting of an adult comes from John Simons who saw
one over Finchdean (north of Rowlands Castle) early on June 16. I am not sure what
food the gulls are after when they fly inland but each morning a great stream of
Black-headed, with a few Herring Gulls and occasional Blackbacks and Med Gulls, can
be seen moving in both directions between the harbours and inland fields. Often they
find thermals and go past as a high column of birds and this reminds me of their regular
summer practice of catching flying ants. Even when there are no ants there are plenty
of other insects in the air and I begin to wonder if these inland trips are mainly made to
catch insects on the wing with the bonus of picking up more substantial food when they
come across a field being ploughed or an active rubbish tip. Regardless of what they
are after the current run of early morning cloudless blue skies offers excellent views of
adult Med Gulls, particularly when the sun shies through their all white plumage and
picks them out from the other gulls in the sky.

18. Herring Gull: We have not heard much of Larus argentatus bonserii recently but an
almost certainly mistaken report of a Glaucous Gull over Southampton Docks area
which went out on the pagers on June 14 brought several messages from local birders
saying that this was the leucistic Herring Gull (named after Richard Bonser who first
came across it in the Woolston area of Southampton on 31 Jan 2002) which has been
around the Southampton area on and off ever since, acquiring full maturity over that
period. Hugh Venables says "It is a really stunning bird and certainly makes you take
notice whenever it is around but it is definitely a Herring Gull." He goes on to say that it
was seen carrying nest material a couple of weeks ago, and it will be interesting to see
the plumage of its offspring...
19. Turtle Dove: One or more have been found in most recent years in the Marlpit Lane
area near Funtington by people in search of Nightingales but this year there have been
no reports from that site so it is good to hear from John Simons that one was in the
area of the pig farm fields between Marlpit Lane and Funtington on June 17.
20. Cuckoo: These will soon be ceasing to 'sing' but they are still being reported daily
(probably as a result of their song being heard), and on June 13 a late migrant was
seen coming in off the sea at Folkestone. Also of some interest there was a report of a
'hepatic' (brown plumaged) bird in the Kent Stour Valley on June 11 (one day after the
rufuous female was seen at Titchfield Haven).
21. Bee Eater: Two more recent reports come from Sandwich in Kent on June 11 and from
Portland Bill where one was seen for more than two hours on June 17 before flying
northeast.
22. Yellow Wagtail: What was either a very late arrival or an early departure was a single
bird at Portland Bill on June 16
23. Marsh Warbler: We have already had a report of one singing briefly at Folkestone on
June 2 and now there is a similar report of one at Sandwich Bay on June 9
24. Sardinian Warbler: Early on June 17 an unnamed birder found a strange Sylvia
warbler near the north-east most of the bomb craters in the Farlington Marshes
'bushes' area and had the presence of mind to make detailed field notes and a sketch
of the bird before a second birder appeared on the scene carrying a Field Guide in
which both birders picked Sardinian Warbler as the most likely candidate.
Unfortunately no one with experience of the species actually saw the bird but the notes
and sketch give it a chance of being accepted as an addition to the Hampshire list. I
have no idea of how many times this species has been seen in Britain but this would be
the first for Hampshire and Keith Vinicombe tells us that there had only been 14 British
records up to 1986
25. Crossbill: John Simons reports the presence of a flock of 12 in Stansted Forest on
June 17, presumably the same flock of 12 mixed adults and juveniles which he saw in
the Forest on June 1.
26. Scarlet or Common Rosefinch: One of these is reported to have been seen in the
Worthing area (Goring gap) on June 11
PLANTS
1. Dittander: This shore plant can no longer be found in Hampshire but is easily found at
Fishbourne on the shore of Chichester Harbour in Sussex - when I went to look for it on
June 18 there were many plants with flower buds but none were open.
2. Hybrid Red/White Campion

: Good examples of this in the presence of both parents beside the Petersfield Heath
Lake on June 17
3. Sand Spurrey
: Several plants flowering in the north part of Petersfield Heath on June 17
4. Dwarf Mallow
: One plant in full flower by the Petersfield Heath road on June 17 and the leaves of
more plants showing in the Nutbourne Farm Lane orchards on June 18
5. Small Flowered Cranesbill
: This was plentiful along the north edge of Petersfield Heath on June 17 - many of the
plants there had white flowers.
6. Meadow Vetchling
: I saw the first yellows flowers of this in Havant on June 16 and found more in Farm
Lane at Nutbourne on June 18
7. Hairy Vetchling (Lathyrus hirsutus)
: After several earlier searches had drawn a blank I found one healthy plant with flower
buds on June 16 at the Broadmarsh mountain site where I hope there will soon be
many more plants flowering.
8. Sweet Briar
: This had also come into flower in two places on June 16 - the easiest place to see it is
at the southern end of the Townend House carpark on the Billy Trail here in Havant there is lots there on the west bank.
9. Agrimony
: The first flowers seen by me were on the seawall bank on north west Thorney (near
the Little Deeps) on June 15
10. Redshank: Flowering on earth banks beside Harts Farm Way in Havant on June 16
11. Greater Plantain: First flowers seen by me were at the Fishbourne Meadows near
Chichester on June 18 (the large sub-species)
12. Wall Bedstraw: Geoff Farwell found what he is fairly sure is this species when doing a
botanic survey of Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour on June 18 - he is submitting a
specimen to Eric Clement for a professional opinion.
13. Feverfew: Although I had found this flowering in Jan and Feb this year the first of the
new season was out on June 16 here in Havant.
14. Bristly Oxtongue: The first flowers of this plant which will soon be found everywhere
were seen by me and by Brian Fellows in different places on June 15
15. Pyramidal Orchid: My first flower of the year was found by chance at my feet on June
15 when on the 'pavement' beside the main road to the Thorney Island military base
opposite the flooded field near the Little Deeps.
16. Soft Rush: Brian Fellows found this newly flowering on Thorney Island on June 16
17. Jointed Rush: Brian Fellows found this flowering at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on
June 17
18. Meadow Barley: Also found at Brook Meadow on June 17
INSECTS

1. Butterflies: Four additions to the year list (Black Hairstreak, Large Blue, Heath
Fritillary and Marbled White) but none of them in Hampshire.
o

Black Hairstreak

o

Silver Studded Blue

o

Large Blue

o

Marbled White

o

Heath Fritillary

o

Wall Brown

: Alan Thornbury went to Whitecross Green wood near Bicester in Oxfordshire
on June 17 and saw 5 Black Hairstreaks (not sure how long they have been out
but they normally appear at the end of June). In the same wood he saw seven
Wood Whites plus commoner species.
: After the first were seen at Silchester Common on June 11 at least one was out
on Hazeley Heath (also in north Hampshire) on June 14
: Pete Eeles went to the Collard Hill site near Street in Somerset (a little south of
Glastonbury) on June 14 and found 3 Large Blue on the wing, and Mike Duffy
had the same score when he went there on June 17.
: Despite poor weather on June 17 Mike Duffy also saw the first three Marbled
Whites of the year (plus another early Small Skipper) when he was at Collard
Hill.
: On June 14 Mike Duffy made another long trip. this time to Kent where he saw
more than ten Heath Fritillaries in the Blean Woods just north of Canterbury
: This species appears to be having a poor year and so far I have only 15 reports
of them in my database but two of those sightings cover a fair number of
butterflies seen on Portsdown north of the Q A Hospital by Alan Thornbury in
mid May. Tony Wilson has also done fairly well with three reported sightings in
and around his garden at Edburton nestling at the northern foot of the Downs
north of Brighton. Numbers of butterflies are low everywhere with a count of 4
by Andrew Brookes when on the Isle of Wight on May 18 topping the list, closely
followed by three seen by Tony Wilson at Edburton on May 30.

2. Moths
: Twelve additions to the year list as follows ...
o

Triaxomera fulvimitrella

o

Peach Blossom

o

False Mocha

o

Six-spot Burnet

o

: This micro was found by day on June 13 when it came to a Clearwing
pheremone lure in Bramley Frith wood (north of Basingstoke)
: Taken at Titchfield Haven on the night of June 13
: A notable rarity which obligingly came to a lit window at Church Crookham (in
the Fleet/Aldershot area) on May 19 - news has only just been passed on.
: The first of this soon to be common species was seen by Brian Fellows at
Milton Common in Portsmouth on June 15 (a Five-spot had been seen in
Wiltshire on June 11)
Small Elephant Hawkmoth

: Trapped by Mike Stoneman in Cosham on June 13 (the first of the larger
Elephant Hawks was out on May 25).
o

Ingrailed Clay

o

Obscure Wainscot

o

Scarce Merveille du Jour

o

Light Arches

o

Tawny Marbled Minor

o

Small Purple-barred

o

The Snout

o

Bordered Straw

o

Emperor moth

: Several taken on June 15 by Peter Hutchins at his home in Overton, west of
Basingstoke.
: Taken at Titchfield Haven on the night of June 13
: One in the Rye area of East Sussex on June 14
: Taken at Titchfield Haven on the night of June 13
: Taken at Titchfield Haven on the night of June 13
: Seen by day on June 12 by Tony Wilson on the South Downs at Edburton.
: Taken at Titchfield Haven on the night of June 13 - last of the 'first of years'
: Not a first but a good catch by Mike Stoneman in Cosham on June 13. The
only two other examples of this migrant for the year were both taken at Portland
Bill (May 28 and June 13)
: A female seen by Tony Wilson at Edburton on the Sussex Downs on June 12
is the only one I have heard of since Peter Allen took the first near
Fordingbridge on Apr 30

3. Other Insects
:
o

Meadow Grasshopper

o

Dark Bush Cricket

: On June 17 in the dry grass around Petersfield Heath Pond I had my first
experience of hundreds of these (still not full grown) bursting from under my feet
at every step I took in a certain area.
: Many of these were seen on the Sussex Downs by Tony Wilson on June 12.
The first nymphs had been seen at Titchfield Haven on May 28 and there were
still not full grown.

OTHER
1. Fox: The urban fox cub which ran up the road outside my house at mid-day recently
clutching a dirty plastic bag in its mouth may well have been the same one that I saw
out on an adjacent road in broad daylight on the evening of June 17. She showed her
lack of concern for my approaching human presence by marking her territory (showing
she was a vixen) before moving back behind a metal screen around a building site
where she remained fully visible watching me as I passed within a few yards of her.
2. Stoat
: One seen in Pamber Forest on June 7 gave added value for a visiting party

3. Fallow Deer
: White coated deer (I think leucistic rather than albino) are a fairly common sight in the
New Forest and around Stansted, and I see that they can also be found in the grounds
of Angmering Stud Farm (north of the A27 east of Arundel). Members of an SOS walk
party saw one there on June 15 and noted that it and several other deer in this area
showed little concern for human presence.
4. Roe Deer
: During his all day vigil overlooking the Testwood Lakes at Totton on June 15 Ian
Pibworth watched twin kids skipping around their mother - presumably she was
unaware that they were being watched.
5. Slow-worm
: One was on the driveway of my home on the morning of June 18 - its head and half
the body well hidden under vegetation but the golden tail was exposed. A slight touch
caused it to pull the tail into cover where it could remain safe from cats and Magpies.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1506
Sat 18 June
A. Fishbourne meadows
A late afternoon visit to Fishbourne found both of the two target species - Dittander
and Corn Parsley - but neither were yet in flower. The Dittander was showing
flowerheads in bud but the Corn Parsley was only in leaf. Anyone who is not familiar
with Dittander can easily find it here by taking the path west alongside the stream from
the big pond (with a forest of Marestail plants standing out above the water) at the
south end of Fishbourne’s Mill Lane - having got out into the meadows you follow main
paths, turning right whenever you have a choice, to come out by the wire fence
separating the meadows from the saltmarshes about 100 metres south of the
reedbeds near the village. As soon as you reach this fence on this route you will find a
mass of Dittander growing on the seaward side of the fence (and right up to the fence).
While there I counted at least 300 Southern Marsh orchids in flower and saw my first
flower of Great Plantain (on a plant of the very large sub-species). More Redshank
was flowering (I see that I did not record its first appearance on June 16 when it was
flowering in Harts Farm Way here in Havant) with Small Nettle in a nearby arable field
and near the water of Fishbourne Channel there was a mass of Marsh Arrowgrass
(grooved leaves) and some Lesser Sea Spurrey.
On my way home I stopped in Farm Lane at Nutbourne to check the presence of Dwarf
Mallow in the orchards and found many small fresh leaves but no hint of flowering yet
- this is probably due to the area where it grows (under the apple trees close to the east
side of the on-site house) having been heavily sprayed with weed-killer which seems to
have no effect on the Mallow (the plant at Petersfield yesterday was in totally bare
ground thanks to weed-killing) but which probably delays growth and flowering (last
year the plants in these orchards flowered happily despite the surrounding grass and
other vegetation being dead and brown).
Meadow Vetchling had a good show of its yellow flowers along the lane but I did not
go down the path to the sea from which I would expect (at this time of year) to see a
large bright yellow patch among the streamside vegetation where the Monkey-flower
flourishes half way down the meadow.
Earlier in the day I had found the long golden tail of a Slow-worm on the paving of my
driveway and proved it was connected to a hidden head end by tickling the tail and
causing it to move slowly into cover

Fri 17 June
A. Petersfield Heath and Havant Thicket
This afternoon I took a trip to Petersfield Heath to search the north side of the big pond
for the Clustered Clover which the Hants Flora records as being there in 1994. I did
not find it but I did come across some of the Subterranean Clover which occcured
with the Clustered Clover, and I made four other discoveries which I had not
anticipated.
Most unexpected was one large and healthy plant of Dwarf Mallow covered with fresh
flowers (this was right under the railings separating the heath from Heath Road in an
area where you are not allowed to park because of a path coming down a flight of steps
from the town and across the road onto the heath - look a little east of the path). Out on
the very thin grass covering the sandy soil Mossy Stonecrop is plentiful, forming
bright red patches, and also in bare sandy areas Sand Spurrey could be found in
several places. One plant that was abundant along the northern fringe of the heath
beside the road was Small Flowered Cranesbill, and near the north east corner of the
pond Red, White and hybrid Campion were flowering together.
To the east of the pond I was pleased to hear my first Garden Warbler song of the
year with Willow and Reed Warbler song nearby and House Martins overhead. In
the rough dry grass I had my first encounter with a myriad tiny Grasshopper nymphs
scattering from each footstep I took.
Stopping at Havant Thicket on the way home I watched a female Brimstone laying her
eggs, and along the southern fringe of Furzy Plain where the track borders the Gipsies
Plain there were at least a dozen fresh Large Skippers buzzing around of resting on
bracken.
In addition to much Heath Bedstraw (which I had also seen at Petersfield) there was
some Marsh Bedstraw in the damp area just north of the main gate into the Thicket
opposite Castle Road. Heath Speedwell was also out in a couple of places.
Thu 16 June
A. Broadmarsh
A short cycle ride to the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ (old rubbish tip beside the Hermitage
Stream near the slipway) was successful in finding one plant of Lathyrus hirsutus
with flower buds. The extra strong growth of grass and other vegetation on the open
top of the mountain this year has probably delayed the appearance of the plant but I
doubt it will have choked it entirely as the leaves of Field Bindweed are now plentiful
but this evening’s search for the Hairy Vetchling found no sign of any more than the
one plant.
On the same trip I also found my first Sweetbriar flowers and Meadow Vetchling, and
on the earth bank beside Harts Farm Way my first Feverfew was out - while there I
enjoyed a great show of Caper Spurge plants now in full flower and found a second
Milk Thistle now flowering
Wed 15 June
A. Thorney Island north
After a rainy morning and windy afternoon I cycled to north Thorney in the late
afternoon, adding two new species to my yearlist, Pyramidal Orchid and Agrimony.
and seeing two others which have not been recorded on that list - one is Wild Privet

(not recorded because of uncertainty as to the distinction between wild Privet and
escaped garden Privet) and the other Bristly Ox-tongue (which I did see few days
ago but did not record and cannot now remember when and where I saw it!)
The single Pyramidal orchid was flowering all on its own beside the Main Road on
Thorney and was only seen because I stopped to look at birds on the flooded field just
north of the Little Deeps, the Agrimony was on the seawall bank between the Little
and Great Deeps, and the ‘Wild Privet’ was north of the Little Deeps behind the place
where the Red-hot Pokers grow (or used to as they have more or less vanished this
year). Other plants seen along the seawall here were Common Broomrape and
plenty of Corky-fruited Water Dropwort and Smooth Tare. Beside the Main Road I
also saw my first Creeping Thistle of which Brian Fellows reported the first for the
year a few days ago.
A surprise for me was to find a high-tide roost of around 120 Black-tailed Godwit in
the flooded field north of the Little Deeps, in company with many Black-headed Gulls,
two Shelduck, two Lapwing and five Egrets (a sixth was by the Great Deeps). On the
Little Deeps the Swan pair had three cygnets and there were three male Tufted
Ducks (plus a singing Reed Bunting nearby) while by the Great Deeps there was a
high tide roost of around 35 Oystercatcher. At the east end of the Great Deeps two
Lapwing marooned on an islet in the Thorney Channel must have been returnng birds,
not local breeders.
B. (Wed1506) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1206
BIRDS
1. Great White Egret: One flew slowly south over a cricket match at Denmead at 6pm on
June 11. Roger Webb was fielding at the time so did not have his bins with him but he
says the bird was "Quite high, but big and heavy, Grey Heron size with slow ponderous
wing beats."
2. Ruddy Duck
: A pair were seen on the River Yar from St Helen's Bridge near Bembridge on June 12.
When a male Ruddy Duck appeared on the Canoe Lake at Sandown on Apr 26 this
year it was described by Derek Hale as the "11th record for the Island and the first adult
drake since 1997" - this seems to be a twelfth record.
3. Black Kite
: On June 14 Paul Sterry had good views of a Black Kite over St Catherine's Hill by the
M3 at Winchester before it drifted away. This news was put on HOSLIST by Peter
Hutchins and I am not sure whether this was an 'in car' experience or a view with bins
from the hill-top.
4. Buzzard
: The story (in my previous notes) of a Crow battering a Magpie to death caused Tom
Bickerton to spring to the defence of the Crow species with an observation (made a
couple of years back) showing that Crows too suffer from predation by other birds.
What Tom saw was a Buzzard being viciously haried by two Crows - a not uncommon
sight and looking like another example of bully boy Crows quite un-necessarily
attacking an innocent Buzzard. A closer look put a quite different and surprising
interpretation on this attack as the Buzzard had a juvenile Crow in its talons. Tom
suggests that the Buzzard must have arrived over the Crows nest at a moment when
both adult Crows were occupied elsewhere (perhaps harrying some other trespasser
on their territory) and the Buzzard, seeing a nice hot dinner on a plate below him, did

not hesitate to accept the offering but forgot to leave a tip on the table (and that was too
much for the 'black suited waiter' Crows).
5. Kestrel
: When at Warblington Farm on June 14 I had a second close view of the female
Kestrel which I guess has well grown and hungry chicks in a nest somewhere on the
farm. I have in the past mentioned that these Kestrels (or their predecessors) have
nested in the tall tower of Warblington Castle (though I am pretty sure they are not
doing so now as all the openings in the tower have been filled with chicken wire to
deter the many Feral Pigeons and Jackdaws which have also nested there in the past
- filling it with bird droppings and nasty parasites) and Trevor Carpenter has told me
that one place to look for their nest is in a mature pine tree with a disused Crow's nest
in its branches. In the past the Warblington Kestrels have nested in pines close to Pook
Lane but I also learnt in the past from one John Rowe (a past head forester at
Stansted) that Kestrels have an understanding of the MRSA bug problem which our
hospitals struggle with - every few years they move their nest site to avoid a build up of
parasites, and they may have a group of potential nest sites which they use in rotation.
Out of interest I checked my book of bird nests and read that Kestrels will use a great
variety of sites from ground sites in heather through ledges on buildings or cliffs to
disused nests of other species (or of course a very simple open nest box provided in a
tree).
6. Hobby
: On June 11 a late arrival was still to be seen coming in off the sea at Christchurch and
on June 13 Christoph Harwood saw one over East Meon which interested me not so
much for itself but for the fact that it caused consternation among a good number of
local House Martins which still nest there (thanks no doubt to the availability of wet
mud nest material provided by the river Meon)
7. Quail
: I don't think this is one of the big Quail years but there are quite a few around and I
see that one was flushed on the edge of the Brading Marshes on the IoW by birders
looking for the Night Heron on June 10
8. Lapwing
: By June 13 the number back in Christchurch Harbour was up to 26 and on June 15 I
saw at least four on north Thorney - two of them 'marooned' at high tide on a small islet
in the Thorney Channel where birds that had stayed to breed locally were unlikely to
be.
9. Dunlin
: Small numbers of waders of all species are still to be seen along the south coast but I
was surprised to see a count of 50 Dunlin on June 14 from Ferrybridge (where Portland
Island joins the mainland at Weymouth)
10. Black-tailed Godwit: Good numbers of first year birds that have no thought of
breeding this summer are still present along the south coast and this week has brought
counts of 220 from Christchurch Harbour and 68 from Emsworth Harbour - the latter
were seen feeding in the harbour but when high tide had brought those feeding in other
parts of the harbour into a single roost on the flooded field near the Little Deeps on the
evening of June 15 I saw at least 120.
11. Green Sandpiper: David Holland saw one at the Lower Test Marshes on June 10 and
asked if it was the first to return to the south coast - a check in my database shows that
the last reports from Hampshire were from Titchfield Haven on Apr 29 and the
Basingstoke area on Apr 30 (when one was also at Christchurch Harbour) - the only

report during May was of one in Kent (Stour Valley) on May 14 with David's sighting
being the only one since then.
12. Roseate Tern: No more news of any at Titchfield Haven since Bill Marjeram's sighting
on June 6 but one turned up at Rye Harbour on June 16 (said to be first of the year
there).
13. Turtle Dove: One heard on Rookham Down near East Meon on June 11 adds another
area where they are still present this year.
14. Little Owl: Even before the young have left their nest at Warblington I had a good view
of both parents perched side by side in the early morning sunshine on June 14 and had
confirmation of the actual nest when one parent flew into it.
15. Bee Eater: The two birds which were at Shoreham at the beginning of June may still
be in Sussex as on June 11 John Hunt saw two perched on wires above a minor road
along the southern edge of St Leonards Forest east of Horsham and west of
Handcross on the A23 south of Crawley.
16. House Martin: My guess that there were only half a dozen pairs nesting at Stansted
House when I looked distantly from the footpath running across the front of the house
on June 7 is shown to be an underestimate as when Brian Fellows was there on June
13 he was able to see 13 nests along the side of the house that was hidden from my
view - however we would both agree that 'things ain't what they used to be' when a
cloud of House Martins could be seen around the house in summer months.
17. Song Thrush: A report from Chris Collins in Horsham of a Song Thrush taking
sunflower seed from a feeder in his garden is the first that I can recall of a Song Thrush
succumbing to dependence on deliberate feeding by humans (though I suppose there
is little difference in the bird's mind between the lovely snails provided by our gardening
activities and the availability of other food items to be found in gardens - but maybe not
so, see the entry for Carrion Crows below)
18. Cetti's Warbler: The bird which wandered into the Emsworth Brook Meadow site on a
one day visit on June 3 may have moved a mile west along the shore of Chichester
Harbour to turn up in the Warblington Castle grounds on June 14 - probably both were
examples of wandering birds not tied to breeding territories.
19. Reed Warbler: Yet another turned up in an unlikely place on June 11 when it was
heard singing in a Horsham town garden some way from any water (nearly a mile from
the Warnham Mill Pond nature reserve where they do breed), and this ties in with my
theory that those which intend to breed in this year's growth of reeds have to wait until
mid-summer before those reeds have grown sufficiently tall and strong to support a
nest. Some Reed Warblers do nest in bushes away from water or may use last year's
reed stems which have survived the winter but the majority are inevitably late nesters
and have to spend the early summer waiting for their habitat to mature.
20. Tree Creeper: First report of a juvenile out of the nest comes from the Appley area of
Ryde on the IoW on June 12
21. Carrion Crow: Reports of tits and finches tapping on windows are not uncommon but
Richard Hallett on June 12 reports a rash of reports from an area of at least a mile
around his home in Denmead of Crows banging on windows with their beaks. I don't
think anyone has yet produced a convincing theory of why birds do this - of the main
contenders the idea that the birds are attacking a rival (their own reflection seen in the
glass of the window) seems the most likely to me, but the alternative theory that the
birds are demanding that the humans within the house should come out and provide
food for the birds is not unreasonable in view of the many experiments to show that

birds and animals do learn quite quickly that certain actions do result in food becoming
available.
22. Yellowhammer: The arrival of a second singing male (this time possibly accompanied
by a female) on the Warblington Farm fields when I was there on June 14 at first
seemed to diminish the gloom felt at the disappearance of this species as a common
breeding bird but on reflection it should perhaps re-inforce that gloom as the sudden
appearance of a new pair at this time of year probably means that the new pair have
failed to breed elsewhere and have come here in a last ditch attempt to breed this year.
May be they will succeed but what we should be concerned with is the fact that they
have already failed elsewhere where in past years they might have succeeded in their
first attempt - why?
23. Reed Bunting: Neither sight nor sound of the pair at the Warblington Farm reedbeds
on my June 14 visit - possibly that means that they have raised and brood and
departed with their family but the fact that I have only recorded them as present there
on May 10, 23 and June 5 suggests that they did not stay long enough to rear a family
and have failed to breed.
PLANTS
1. Black Mustard: Brian Fellows found an impressive display of this in flower on the
western seawall of Emsworth marina on June 10
2. Dame's Violet
: A couple of white-flowered plants were showing well at the Hayling Oysterbeds on
June 13 (between the north end of the earth mound and the main Coastal Path track)
3. Restharrow
: First flowers of the year seen on June 13 on Portsdown
4. Clustered Clover
: A report from Rye Harbour that this is currently more extensive there than previously
thought (accompanied by an excellent photo on the RX Wildlife website) caused me to
check the status of this plant in Hampshire and I see that in the past there has been a
colony of it (unusual in being inland) on the north side of the Heath Pond at Petersfield.
It was still there in 1994, descrbed by Francis Rose as abundant with Subterranean (or
Burrowing) Clover and I wonder if anyone can refind it now between the north end of
the pond and Heath Road. Previously it had been found on the east side of the pond. If
anyone does go searching for it the illustration of it in the new Fitter, Fitter and Blamey
book is close to the photo on the internet but the picture in Francis Rose's book makes
the flower heads look blue where they are green, but in both cases the pink flowers are
show correctly.
5. Spring Vetch
: I was pleased to find a good showing of this flowering on the earth mound at the
Hayling Oysterbeds when I was there on June 13 - the first time I have found it at that
site.
6. Meadow Sweet
: A couple of plants in full flower at Warblington Farm on June 14 were a first for the
year.
7. Cross-leaved Heath
: Another first found by Peter Vaughan flowering on Bartley Heath in north Hampshire
on June 10
8. Field Bindweed

: Plenty of it flowering on Sinah Common, south Hayling, on June 13 - another first.
9. Heath Bedstraw
: Another first recorded by Peter Vaughan on June 10 at Bartley Heath near Hook
10. Creeping Thistle
: First of the year seen by Brian Fellows at Emsworth on June 10
11. Black Knapweed: I found the first on Portsdown on June 13
12. Bee Orchid: By June 13 the single plant near the 'bus shelter' at the Haylng
Oysterbeds was in flower and I found 14 on Portsdown beside the A3 London Road
13. Pyramidal Orchid: One was out beside the Main Road on Thorney Island on the
evening of June 15 (across the road from the flooded field north of the Little Deeps).
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Azure Damselfly
: Although these have been on the wing since June 6 the first report of a large
number (more than 100) comes from Hook Common in the north of Hampshire seen by Peter Vaughan on June 11, the day after the first specimens were seen
at Brook Meadow in Emsworth.

2. Butterflies
:
o

Grayling
: A very early first was seen on June 10 near Lymington in the south of the New
Forest. Normally this species does not appear until July but I see that in 1992
the first was out in Roydon Woods (also near Lymington) on June 3

3. Moths
: Two newcomers to my yearlist.
o

Agapeta hamana

o

Scoparia pyralella

o

Straw Dot

: Seen by day in the Bushfield Camp area (southern fringe of Winchester) by
Tim Walker on June 9
: As above
: I have already reported the first of this species, seen on June 7, but of local
interest there have been sightings of it on the Langstone South Moors (four
seen by Maurice Pugh on June 12) and at Warblington (one seen by myself on
June 14)

4. Other insects
:
o

Glow-worm
: The first of a glowing adult comes from David Jode on June 9 - one seen in
Darwell Wood near Battle in the Hastings area.

OTHER
1. Nothing to report

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1206
Tue 14 June
A. Warblington Farm Common Bird Census
With rain forecast for the next couple of days I chose to make my ninth CBC visit to
Warblington this morning and started with an excellent view of both adult Little Owls
perched side by side in the early morning sunshine before one of them flew back into th
nest hole. Another surprise in the Pook Lane area as to hear a Coal Tit singing from a
tall conifer - not one of our resident species but one which is resident in the Wade
Court Road area over a couple of fields to the west and probably now free to wander
after completing its breeding duties.
Still in the block of fields between the church and Pook Lane I had a pleasant surprise
in the form of both male and female Yellowhammer, the male staying on and singing
as if they had arrived to nest (albeit late in the season). A later check showed that the
single male Yellowhammer which has been seen and heard in a different part of the
farm was still present and singing.
In the field immediately south of the cemetery a Fox cub had found something to eat in
the middle of the field and allowed me to watch it for several minutes. Another surprise
was to find a single House Martin flying around close to the farmyard where I again
saw the female Kestrel trying to find prey for her presumed young.
Some of the Southern Marsh orchids in the SSSI are already going over and there
was no sight or sound of the Reed Buntings at the reed bed (and I only heard one
Reed Warbler singing during the whole visit). Also not singing were the Skylarks that
are normally over the cereal fields but I was encouraged to hear one over the south
east grass field where they do have a chance of breeding successfully if the nest is not
trampled on by cattle or found by a Fox.
Despite the sunshine I only saw one butterfly - a Speckled Wood - in the whole
morning though I did see an Emperor dragonfly around the cress beds pond and
added a new moth to my personal repertoire - a Straw Dot, which is straw coloured
and has a very prominent single black dot on each forewing. I had to check its identity
when I got back home and in doing so found that its habitat is damp places in both
woods and grassland where its larvae feed on grasses (just the conditions in which I
found it near the eastern stream). I recognised the moth thanks to having seen a
picture of it, taken by Mike Duffy, on the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website and
was able to confirm the details from my moth book in which the illustration (in the old
fashioned ‘pinned’ form) gives no indication as to how the moth looks when you see it
in the field.
On the cress beds pond a female Mallard had four or five tiny ducklings on the water
and in the nearby Castle grounds both a Cuckoo and a Cetti’s Warbler were singing the Cuckoo expected though getting late in the year to be vocal, the Cetti’s Warbler the
first on the farm for several years - no doubt a nonbreeding ‘wanderer’ like the one that
turned up at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow about a week ago.
Mon 13 June
A. Portsdown and Hayling
With John Goodspeed still away on holiday I once again had to make a tour round
Portsdown, Emsworth and Hayling delivering nature notes posters and as it was a
glorious June day I made my first stop in the Portsdown hilltop carpark just east of the

London Road and walked round the large areas of grassland that are exempt from
mowing at this time of year on account of their rich show of wildflowers.
Just down hill from the carpark (within fifty metres of all those people just sitting in their
cars ‘to admire the view’) the Sainfoin was still flourishing but I could not see the
Bastard Toadflax which I have found here in recent years so I walked west to the
areas on either side of the A3 (London Road) at either end of the Portsdown Hill Road
bridge. Here Black Knapweed was in flower and the Hedge Bedstraw was fully out
with at least 14 fresh Bee Orchids in flower. Heading back to the carpark I added one
more very welcome new flower well after leaving the area in which the flowers are
protected - this was Restharrow getting its protecttion from the mowers by growing
around the edge of a man hole cover!
On south Hayling I spent less than five minutes looking at the plants on Sinah Common
but found a couple of stems of what I think was the Pale Toadflax in bud (they were
growing in the Pale Toadflax patch and had small flowerheads, not the long thin spikes
of Purple Toadflax, but the closed buds were purple in colour). Also flowering profusely
here (but new to my personal year list) was Field Bindweed.
I spent longer at the Oysterbeds where the Milk Thistles are now out and I made
found a ‘new ot me’ plant for the site flourishing on the seaward side of the earth
mound - Spring Vetch. I also found the patch of Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea on
the bund wall south of the lagoon - although the plant is in full flower in Havant the
exposed situation of this site seems to have retarded its growth here. I also refound
something which I have seen here in past years - white flowered Dames Violet - going
back to the Coastal Path over the north end of the earth mound (between the ‘roadway’
and the Poplar trees, a route to which I had been attracted by a large path of Viper’s
Bugloss flowering on the earth mound. The Dame’s Violet is growing in what seems
to have been a bonfire site.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JUNE 6 - 12 (WEEK 23)
BIRDS
1. Great Northern Diver: An unusual (for the time of year) sighting of one in summer
plumage going west past Christchurch Harbour on June 8. In Hampshire the latest
date for a departing bird is 31 May 2003 and Trevor Carpenter states that they are
unknown in Hampshire waters between June and September (inclusive) with the
exception of a single August record
2. Little Grebe
: Richard Carpenter reports that two were back at Titchfield Haven on June 9 where
none had been seen since April - perhaps these were failed breeders from somewhere
like Aldsworth Pond (near Emsworth) where they breed each year and which normally
retains its water until August but which is already dry this year.
3. Cormorant
: First mention of a juvenile out of the nest comes from St Catherine's Point on the IoW
on June 7
4. Night Heron

: One seen in an area adjacent to the RSPB Brading Marshes reserve on the IoW on
both June 8 and 9
5. Little Egret
: A count of 25 at Christchurch Harbour on June 9 provoked a comment that numbers
are starting to increase (as they do everywhere as the breeding season comes to an
end). Surprisingly I can see no other reports of Little Egret at Christchurch Harbour
since a roost count of 43 back on Feb 12 so maybe these 25 are a sudden influx. A
'siege' of 11 Grey Herons was also reported at the same site on the same day possibly because birds are returning from breeding, possibly because both Heron
species have been disturbed from another local site.
6. White Stork
: Three more reports in the past week - one was over the Aldingbourne Rife wetland
north of Bognor Regis on June 6 and two (which came from the west) were over the
Sussex Ouse south of Lewes on June 10. Between these dates two were seen in the
Sandwich area of east Kent on June 8.
7. Mute Swan
: Since he last reported them at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on Apr 18 the resident pair
have hatched their brood and on June 8 had 3 cygnets
8. Canada Goose
: These have started to move in to Baffins Pond for their summer moult and 98 were
present on June 8. The Barnacles of the ‘Baffins Gang’ were nowhere to be seen.
9. Shelduck
: 25 adults were seen in Nutbourne Bay, Chichester Harbour, on June 7 by Brian
Fellows
10. Mandarin: 18 adults were feeding on Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough on June
7
11. Wigeon: Three (including one female) were still at Titchfield Haven on June 10
12. Merganser: The summering bird which Brian Fellows saw at the Hayling Oysterbeds
on May 16 was seen again by Mike Collins on June 7 in Bridge Lake (just north of the
Oysterbeds)
13. Red Kite: Between June 3 and 9 there have been 6 more sightings of Kites over
Sussex spread from Eastbourne to Fontwell (west of Arundel - where Graham Roberts
saw an untagged bird on June 9). An interesting report came from the Adur valley
between Steyning and Henfield where a silage cutter was shadowed by 3 Kites, 3
Buzzards and a Kestrel - all presumably hoping for prey as they cover was removed
from the field. June 10 brought a report of 3 (maybe 4) Red Kites soaring over the
Stour Valley east of Canterbury in Kent.
14. Marsh Harrier: Four were over the Stour Valley in Kent on June 4 and on the same
day a female was over the Pannel Valley west of Rye in Sussex.
15. Buzzard: Ian Watts was surprised to see one over St Mary's Hospital at the south of
Portsea Island on June 9 and wondered if it had come from the Isle of Wight. That is
possible but there are other sources within closer range, including the pair seemingly
based on north Hayling (where the male had been seen again on June 7) and a
number of sites just north of Portsdown.
16. Hobby: Twelve new reports of these from all along the south coast between June 5
and 11. The most interesting is one from Rye Harbour where one stole a small

mammal from the talons of a Barn Owl carrying food back to its young. I have seen a
Kestrel attempt to rob a Barn Owl in this way but never heard of a Hobby doing so (nor
of a Hobby eating small mammals).
17. Quail: The number thought to be present on Steep Down north of Lancing remains at
an estimated six birds, and on June 8 Mike Unwin watched one fly at least 15 metres in
order to cross a bare path. On June 4 and 5 two separate birds were heard or seen in
the Sandwich Bay area of east Kent.
18. Water Rail: Reports of young chicks with their parents at Christchurch Harbour and at
Rye Harbour, both on June 10
19. Ringed Plover: Barry Yates reports more than 30 breeding pairs at Rye Harbour and
comments that there are fewer than last year and that chick mortality is higher.
20. Grey Plover: A single summer plumaged bird turned up at Christchurch Harbour on
June 10
21. Lapwing: Also at Christchurch Harbour on June 10 around 20 each of Lapwing and
Redshank had returned from breeding. At Rye Harbour Lapwing breeding success
was thought to be much the same as last year with 32 pairs nesting.
22. Temminck's Stint: One appeared at Sandwich Bay on June 8
23. Curlew: A colour ringed lame bird was seen by Brian Fellows hobbling around
Nutbourne Bay in Chichester Harbour on June 7
24. Greenshank: Single birds were seen at both Christchurch Harbour and Rye Harbour
on June 10
25. Mediterranean Gull: Brian Fellows recently expressed surprise at finding an adult bird
on a playing field just north of Havant (from where Langstone Harbour would be in
sight once the bird was in the air), and on June 10 Owen Mitchell had even more right
to be surprised to see two adult summer plumaged birds on Colworth Down just east of
the West Dean Woods.
26. Black Headed Gull: In June of 2004 Chris Cockburn estimated that there were 4587
breeding pairs on the Langstone Harbour RSPB islands. We have not yet had a figure
for this year but Barry Yates at Rye Harbour reported an increase from 1100 pairs
there last year to 1500 this year. There are said to be 'many chicks' currently at
Titchfield Haven but I suspect the number of breeding pairs there is more likely to be in
the order of 100 pairs currently reported at Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight
where there are also many well grown chicks.
27. Great Black-back Gull: A report of more than 40 off Ryde (IoW) on June 10 is very
unexpected - even in winter Great Blackbacks are not reported here and this is the
highest count from anywhere along the south coast since Apr 24 when there were 73 in
the Pagham Harbour roost.
28. Gull-billed Tern: It seems that the bird which was at Dungeness from May 4 to 15,
then wandered west to spend two days in the Titchfield Haven area before settling on
the mouth of the R Adur at Shoreham from May 26 to June 8 has once again moved,
being reported at Titchfield Haven on June 8 before vanishing from the records - no
doubt it will turn up again!
29. Common Tern: 108 pairs have nested at Rye Harbour this year with the first chick
being seen there on June 6

30. Little Tern: The first chick was seen at Rye Harbour on June 11 where 18 pairs nested
this year (same as 2004). Although 50 birds suddenly re-appeared at the Hayling
Oysterbeds on June 7 it seems very unlikely that any chick will be seen there this year.
31. Cuckoo: Some females can have a rich rufous brown plumage instead of the usual
grey and one of this form was at Titchfield Haven on June 10 (first I have heard of this
year).
32. Barn Owl: An unexpected aspect of the fact that Barn Owls are now hunting during the
day as well as at night to find food for their young is that they can themselves be
victims of mugging by other predators - I have myself in the past seen one attacked by
a Kestrel during hard winter weather but I was very surprised to read of one being
robbed of a small mammal by a Hobby (seen at Rye Harbour on June 8).
33. Swift: A group of 10 were over my area of Havant on the evenings of June 9 and 11 but
I think other sightings of just two birds are more indicative of attempted nesting here. In
Emsworth Brian Fellows has had 4 birds around the houses where he lives on the
evening of June 6. At Portland Bill up to 100 are still coming in daily off the sea and on
June 4 there was another massive flock of over 2000 in the Kent Stour Valley
34. Rock Pipit: The presence of adult and juvenile birds on the IoW West High Down on
June 9 confirms breeding success there.
35. Yellow Wagtail: Just five pairs have nested at Rye Harbour this year - a significant
decrease on the 12 pairs there last year.
36. Nightingale: On the evening of June 6 Brian Fellows heard one singing normally in the
new tree plantation on the east side of Marlpit Lane near Funtington (west of
Chichester) with a second bird repeatedly uttering alternate 'croaks' and 'wheet'
sounds - this is apparently a regular feature of their vocal repertoire.
37. Black Redstart: One June 8 the fledged chicks of a pair at Dungeness were out of the
nest and on June 9 a male unexpectedly appeared at Portland Bill (maybe after also
breeding in that area?)
38. Wheatear: Twelve pairs have nested at Rye Harbour this year and some of their young
are now out of the nest - more than usual for this site. The presence of adults with
juveniles on West High Down (IoW) on June 9 also confirms breeding there.
39. Marsh Warbler: One is claimed to have been heard singing in the Folkestone area of
Kent on June 2 before vanishing.
40. Lesser Whitethroat: 11 pairs have bred at Rye Harbour this year against 7 pairs last
year - I think this reflects a general increase in the population.
41. Golden Oriole: Yet another is reported to have been seen - this time on June 10 at St
Catherine's Point (IoW). This brings the year's overall count to 16 individuals seen
between Apr 30 and June 10
42. Red Backed Shrike: A male was in the Amberley Wild Brooks area south of
Pulborough on June 3
43. Jay: One was seen in the Ryde area of the IoW being mobbed by Blue Tits after
stealing a Blue Tit chick.
44. Magpie: I doubt one would dare to steal a chick from a Crow's nest but for whatever
reason one of a group of five Magpies was held to the ground and pecked to death by
a Crow (taking 5 minutes to kill it). This was seen in the Crowborough area on June 6

45. Chough: Frank Foulger from Portsmouth has recently been on holiday in Cornwall
where one of the highlights was the sight of a pair of Chough flying near a cave mouth
in the Lizard area where they are thought to be nesting. I seem to remember that in
recent years great efforts were made to create habitat that would attract the birds back
to Cornwall, and that the effort was wasted in the sense that the birds returned of their
own accord and nested in a different area of their own choice.
46. Rook: On the evening of June 6 a party of the Havant Wildlife Group saw thousands of
Rooks flying east towards the Funtington area for a night roost at some unknown
location. I wonder if this is the same huge congregation which I saw in June last year
assembling on the shores of Fishbourne Channel prior to roosting in Oldpark wood perhaps they have chosen a new venue or were heading past Funtington to the
Fishbourne area. I also wonder if anyone knows what has happened to the Rookery at
Hambrook House (southwest of Funtington) which in the 1990s was the largest
Rookery in Sussex - passing the house this year I had the impression that many of the
trees there had been felled.
47. Raven: Once again one pair on the Isle of Wight has raised three juveniles - all five
birds were seen in flight over the West High Down on June 9.
48. Serin: Another was seen at Portland Bill briefly on June 9 - number 17 for the year, of
which six have been at Portland.
49. Greenfinch: One at Old Idsworth Farm was regularly singing a good imitation of a
Yellowhammer song (but adding a Greenfinch wheeze at the end) on June 9
50. Yellowhammer: Another comment on the apparent decline of this bird as a breeding
species comes from Richard Carpenter who tells us that there is still one pair at
Titchfield Haven but that for the very first time there are none to be recorded on the
nearby Brownwich area CBC plot.
51. Reed Bunting: News from Rye Harbour is of 50+ pairs breeding there this year - much
the same as last year.
52. Corn Bunting: At Rye Harbour 4 pairs have bred this year - same as last year - and a
few more birds have been detected in Sussex. On the downs south east of Amberley
Owen Mitchell estimated 6 birds were present on June 10 and Mike Unwin reports
several on Steep Down by the R Adur north of Lancing. In Hampshire Mark Litjens
found one bird singing in the Martin Down area on June 11.
PLANTS
1. Water Cress: First report of flowering comes from Richard Carpenter at Botley Woods
on June 5
2. Thyme-leaved Sandwort
: A single plant found by myself on Old Idsworth Farm on June 9 seems to be a first for
the year though I thought others had recorded it earlier.
3. Long-stalked Cranesbill
: A more authentic first claimed by me at Old Idsworth Farm on June 9
4. Shining Cranesbill
: This started flowering in Havant on Apr 4 but a find of it at Racton Park Farm above
the Ems Valley on June 6 is interesting as the plant seems to be spreading in our area.
5. Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea

: I think I have already noted the first flowering of this plant in Havant on June 6 but it
has only just been recorded in my database!
6. Water Avens
: Though it has no doubt been flowering for some time the first sighting to be reported
comes from Richard Carpenter at Cheriton Mill (south of Alresford) on June 7
7. Dogwood
: First flowering in the Brownwich area near Titchfield on June 8
8. Black Bindweed
: Flowering on Old Idsworth Farm on June 9
9. Water Figwort
: A first for Richard Carpenter seen by the River Itchen at Itchen Abbas on June 7
10. Lesser Snapdragon or Weasel's Snout (Misopates orontium): Just one flower
open at the New Lane Allotments in Havant on June 11
11. Monkey Flower: Seen at Cheriton Mill on June 7 by Richard Carpenter.
12. Lousewort: Found by Richard Carpenter in Botley Woods on June 5
13. Self Heal: Flowering on the Langstone South Moors among thousands of Southern
Marsh Orchids on June 10
14. Marsh Bedstraw: Flowering at Titchfield Haven on June 10 - seen by Richard
Carpenter
15. Anthemis austriaca (relative of Corn Chamomile): Some plants still surviving on Old
Idsworth Farm - flowering on June 9
16. Cornflower: Many plants surviving from wildflower seed sown in previous years on
Old Idsworth Farm - seen June 9
17. Stinking Iris: Flowering at Titchfield Haven on June 9 - Richard Carpenter
18. Branched Bur-reed: Flowering on June 9 in the newish pond on Old Idsworth Farm
19. Great Tussock Sedge: Seen in flower on June 7 at Cheriton Mill and Itchen Abbas by
Richard Carpenter
20. Crested Dog's Tail grass: Flowering at Old Idsworth Farm on June 9
21. Common Saltmarsh Grass: Flowering by Langstone Mill on June 11
INSECTS
1. Butterflies: Two additions to the southern England year list ...
o

Meadow Brown

o

Silver Studded Blue

: First appeared on June 9 with sightings in the Chilling area east of Warsash by
rangers from Titchfield Haven and at Old Idsworth Farm north of Rowlands
Castle where I saw two individuals in different fields On June 10 two were seen
at Great Funtley Farm in the Meon Valley and two more at Stockbridge Down,
and on June 11 there were more than 8 on the Bulford Ranges in Wiltshire.
: Two were seen by Peter Eeles on Silchester Common (north of Basingstoke)
on June 11

o

Swallowtail
: Out of area but of much interest these are now on the wing in Norfolk. Peter
Eeles saw 6 at Strumpshaw Fen on June 7 and on June 9 Mike Duffy saw more
than 20 in a two hour visit to Wheatfen Broad.

2. Moths
: Twelve additions to the year list ...
o

Ghost Moth

o

Gold Triangle

o

Figure of Eighty

o

Grass Emerald

o

Five-spot Burnet

: Seen at the Pannel Valley reserve near Rye on June 9
: as above
: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 10
: Seen by Ashley Whitlock in the New Forest on June 11 (Richard Coomber had
seen Small Grass Emerald in the Shatterford area of the Forest on May 22)
: Flying in Wiltshire (Bulford Ranges) on June 11 - seen by Mike Duffy

o

Small Dusty Wave

o

Clouded Silver

o

Puss Moth

o

Wood Tiger

o

Beautiful Golden Y

o

Dark Spectacle

o

Straw Dot

: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 7
: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 10
: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on June 10
: Seen at Old Winchester Hill by Adrian Hoskins on June 7
: One at the Pannel Valley reserve near Rye on June 9
: As above
: Seen by Mike Duffy at Noar Hill on June 7

3. Other Insects
:
o

Violet Carpenter Bee (Xylocopa violacea): A first record of this impressive
migrant for the year comes from Dungeness on June 8

o

Longhorn Beetle (Strangalia maculata): This distinctive black and yellow
beetle was seen by Richard Carpenter in Botley Woods on June 5.

o

Hoverfly (Volucella pellucens): Also seen by Richard Carpenter in the Botley
Woods area on May 30

o

Ant Woodlouse (Platyarthrus hoffmannseggi): These small colourless
(white) Woodlice live in Ant nests devouring ant droppings and in return get
protection by the ants from other predators - seen at Rye Harbour on June 9

o

Stag Beetle: David Tinling saw the first of these airborne in Gosport on May 31,
and on June 9 he watched a group of six climbing from the rotten wood in which
they had been living as larvae to a height from which they could make their first
take off - he says that one of the six got caught in a spider's web but I doubt the
spider was able to enjoy the meal.

OTHER
1. Serotine Bat: One hunting over Russell's Field (between Hayling Billy trail and Royal
Oak in Langstone) at dusk on June 11
2. Grass Snake
: One seen on June 10 by Richard Carpenter hunting for Toad tadpoles at Titchfield
Haven remaining under water for a long time. On June 9 I saw one at Old Idsworth
Farm in much less likely habitat on the edge of a very dry barley field south of
Huckswood Lane.
Sat 11 June
A. Breeding Bird Survey on Harting Down
A glorious sunny morning with blue sky and little wind for my second visit to my Harting
Down BBS square (SU 7917 transposed 500 metres east as no access for such
surveys is permitted to the Uppark estate which occupies the west half of this square).
Skylark, Meadow Pipit and Yellowhammer were all singing on the open downland
east of the Harting Down carpark as I walked to the start of my transect and it was
warm enough for the first Small Heath and Common Blue butterflies to be out, though
the northerly breeze kept the air cool for the benefit of more than 200 mountain bikers
who were making the 65 mile ride along the South Downs Way from Winchester to
Eastbourne.
Nearer my start point some 50 Rooks and their young were out and in the scrub my
only Goldcrest of the day was singing while on the flower rich turf I noticed lots of
Heath Speedwell which seems to be flourishing everywhere this year.
Nothing very special about the 24 bird species I recorded. Sadly no Turtle Dove
anywhere (had it here last June) and the only Lesser Whitethroat was outside the
square but I did have some interest when a Buzzard which had been perched close to
my route took off and frightened a Green Woodpecker into a very noisy exit from the
same tree. A less welcome encounter, when walking between the two halves of the
transect, was with a juvenile Crow that looked fully fledged and healthy but was
unable to take flight and hopped ahead of me down a narow path for about 100 metres
until it was so exhausted that I could overtake it and leave it huddled by the edge of the
path - I doubt it survived the day as it was an easy meal for the next Fox to use the
path.
The two other memorable things about this visit were the butterflies and orchids. I
usually see a few Small Heath and perhaps a Common Blue on my June visit here but
this time I must have seen well over 50 Small Heath, 20 Common Blue, 15 Speckled
Wood and even two Dingy Skippers (I could not be certain about these as they were
chasing each other around at high speed but at one point they came very close to me
and their size and colouration seemed to say Dingy Skipper).
The orchids were all Common Spotted but at the peak of perfection and I must have
seen well over 1000 (with many more likely to have be seen had I explored more
widely) - if anyone is not familiar with this site it is literall next door to the very well used
Harting Down carpark. As you leave the carpark area heading east along the South
Downs Way turn half right after going through the gate out of the carpark and follow a

less used path uphill to a ‘Dew Pond’ on the hill top - the orchids will be all around you
as soon as you leave the two well trodden South Downs Way tracks.
Fri 10 June
A. Langstone South Moors
When I visited the South Moors on May 22, two days after the Southern Marsh
Orchids had started to flower at Titchfield Haven I could find no more than the leaves
of two plants with no flower spikes and on June 1 John Goodspeed found a poor
showing but when I had another look this evening the orchids were flowering
everywhere on the site - I would estimate that several thousand would have been
found by a rigorous count. Yellow Iris, Ragged Robin and Large Bittercress were
also more numerous than usual and a scan into the southern field in which the cattle
are currently penned (presumably to prevent them eating the orchids) showed me a
glimpse of what I think was Brookweed flowering by the streamlet which brings water
the to Tamarisk Pool.
One first for the year seen here was Self Heal in flower, and on Southmoor Lane the
Slender Thistles are still flourishing.
Thu 9 June
A. Old Idsworth Farm
A look round the barns in which Swallows nest found at least four nests (fewer than
usual) and David Uren told me that he believe that at least three Barn Owl chicks
have hatched, going by the number of eyes he could see peering down from the nest
box on recent evenings - he also managed to get a photo of a Hobby passing over the
farm in the past few days. While we were talking a Buzzard soared up from Markwells
Wood.
Highlights of my subsequent tour of some fields included my first two Meadow Brown
sightings of the year and what was probably an Emperor dragonfly (only seen as a
silhouette in fast flight above me but showing the distinctive drooping tail of this
species). White Helleborines were still flowering, but I only saw 20 where I counted
91 in 2003. First flowers for me this year were Long-stalked Cranesbill,
Thyme-leaved Sandwort and Musk Thistle plus survivors of wildflower seed sowing
in previous years in the form of Cornflower and the Corn Chamomile look-alike
Anthemis austriaca. A more genuine wild arable weed was Black Bindweed.
A surprise when walking along the very dry field edge of a large barley field south of
Huckswood Lane was to see the tail end of what must have been a medium sized
Grass Snake disappearing into the crop - the back end of the snake was all dark green
with no patterning so not an Adder but what a Grass Snake was doing in such a dry
area I do not know.
In the grass of the set-aside Quarry Field I saw three Burnet Companion moths with
the more expected Small Heath and Common Blue butterflies and Cinnabar and
Silver Y moths - elsewhere I had Speckled Wood, Brimstone and a very tatty Small
Tortoiseshell.
Also from the Quarry Field I had a great surprise to see that the banks of bramble and
scrub all round the big chalk quarry have been removed leaving acres of more or less
bare chalk - I can’t imagine this precedes industrial development of the quarry and
wonder if it is the result of some grant aided work to restore chalkland habitat for
plants?

Alongside Huckswood Lane just west of the Quarry a strip of woodland still had a good
showing of large Twayblade orchids with flowers - one plant of at least twenty had
three leaves.
Wed 8 June
A. (Wed0806) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0506
BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: The first juveniles that I have heard of were out on the water at
Broadlands Lake (the big fishing lake immediately south of the M27 west of the River
Test) on June 5 - the pair nesting at the IBM Lake at Portsmouth should not be far
behind them in bringing off young.
2. Cory's Shearwater
: What may well have been two of these were seen of Splash Point at Seaford on June
4. Sharafin Gardiner who saw the birds at Seaford says he thought that two had been
seen off Selsey recently but I have not heard of them - my only records for this year are
of one off Dungeness on Apr 15 and one off Deal Pier in Kent on May 2
3. Manx Shearwater
: 35 were off Portland Bill on June 6 and 75 were there on June 7
4. Storm Petrel
: Two were seen off Selsey Bill on June 5 following a sighting of two there on May 29
and at least one west of Beachy Head on May 30. Earlier in May there had been two
more sightings from the Dorset coast.
5. Little Egret
: On June 5 Ian Pibworth told us that an Egret had been at the Lower Test Marshes
throughout the previous week wearing colour rings on both legs (Left leg had a
turquoise ring with a yellow A on it, right leg had a yellow ring with a black C on it)
6. Mute Swan
: The Isle of Wight has now had two families of 7 cygnets (seen at Sandown on May 17
and Yarmouth on June 4). Locally the Emsworth Peter Pond family still has all its five
cygnets but I have had no news of the family of 6 cygnets at the Portsmouth IBM Lake
since May 24 nor seen the Langstone Mill Pond family since May 23 (both are
hopefully still intact).
7. Brent Goose
: Summering birds are adept at hiding themselves during the summer months and I
see that, despite the team of daily watchers at Christchurch Harbour, the singleton that
was seen there almost daily up to May 19 has managed to evade detection from then
until June 6 when it re-appeared on the East Marsh in the harbour.
8. Shelduck
: A family of 15 ducklings first seen in Christchurch Harbour on May 27 had only lost
one of their number by June 7 and on June 6 a pair were on the sea off Titchfield
Haven with 9 ducklings causing Bill Marjeram to ask if this was an example of a
Shelduck creche rather than a single family. I would welcome an answer to this from
someone who actually knows at what time of year these creches start to form but my
feeling is that the parents stay with their own young while they are downy but that most
of the adults leave when the youngsters acquire their first feathers - at that stage the
youngsters tend to form flocks and any adults which do not feel like flying miles to a

communal moult site probably join these flocks for company (and mutual safety - more
eyes to spot predators) so maybe these adults are not caring 'nannies' appointed by
the tribe to look after the young but lazy birds which can't be bothered to fly off with the
other adults. Another aspect of this is that it gives another good example in support of
my argument for having a word to describe the 'acquiring of feathers' as distinct from
the action of 'leaving the nest' - I still think fledging is the word for the growth of feathers
and 'leaving the nest' is sufficient to indicate that stage of development (which takes
place at the time of hatching with most waders and wildfowl, long before they 'fledge')
9. Mallard
: When at Warblington Farm cressbed pond on June 5 I was startled by a duckling
(probably well over a week old by its size) shooting out from cover close to my feet
making lots of squealing until it dived into cover elsewhere. I rather suspect this was a
terrified orphan which had recently seen its mother eaten by a fox as I had just been
looking at a Mallard wing and bare breastbone left on the bank of the pond.
10. Common Scoter: There seemed to be an endless supply of these birds moving east
along the Channel coast in May but after a count of 53 passing Christchurch Harbour
on May 28 the next seven sightings up to June 5 showed numbers decreasing to a
minimum of two and I thought it was all over for the season but on June 7 Portland Bill
had a count of 64.
11. Black Kite: Mike Rafter tells us that there was a Birdguides report of one over Old
Winchester Hill early on the morning of June 4 - but there have been no other
corroborative reports.
12. Osprey: One was at Fleet Pond on June 5 and re-appeared there to fish on the
evening of June 6
13. Kestrel: A pair may be breeding again this year in the Warblington Farm area, but
despite making ten visits, each of several hours duration, during each breeding season
we hardly ever see the adult birds which presumably hunt well away from the nest site
and approach or leave it with great care not to be seen. If there is a nest the young will
probably have hatched some time ago and be large and hungry chicks now - this may
account for a sighting I had on June 5 of an adult female looking very out of place half
way down the steeply sloping roof of the old barn in the farmyard. I watched her
through my binoculars for about a minute during which time she looked as puzzled to
be on this awkward perch as I was to see her - I put my bins down briefly to mark her
position on my survey map and when I looked again she had vanished. My conclusion
was that she had tried to catch one of the Sparrows which nest in the roof of the barn
but had failed, and I just saw her in that moment of puzzled failure which you more
often see in Sparrowhawks. Another Kestrel story comes from Christchurch Harbour
where a Kestrel was seen 'eating a live brown rat' - sounds nasty for the rat but I rather
suspect it was equally nasty for the falcon as I guess the rat was poisoned and dying
and the Kestrel would probably die too - many years ago I was told of a Kestrel lying on
the ground under its nest (once again at Warblington) and rushed it to the local bird
rescue centre (at 11 pm in the evenng the lady running the centre was prepared to take
it in and to do what she could for it during the night but it was dead next day - almost
certainly poisoned in a similar way).
14. Quail: Bernie Forbes tells us that there are probably up to six birds now calling on the
Sussex Downs in the Worthing area, and that he even saw one make a short flight
before crashing down into the grass less than twenty yards away - perhaps fleeing a
predator?
15. Coot: On June 4 one bird at Emsworth was back on a nest at Peter Pond for its second
attempt at raising young this year.

16. Oystercatcher: During his day long vigil at the Testwood Lakes on June 5 Ian
Pibworth was watching a pair of Oystercatchers feeding on the lake shore with three
chicks when a fox appeared on the scene - the parent birds hustled the two chicks
which had remained with them to the safety of the water (all could swim) but one of the
chicks had wandered off on its own and was easy prey, the more so as its reaction to
danger was to crouch and freeze, but not until after the fox had spotted it
17. Lapwing: These are already starting to return to the coast - on June 4 the Christchurch
Harbour website refers to a party of 10 as early returnees, and Simon Ingram's weekly
reports from the Eastleigh Lakeside site, which have not mentioned Lapwing since Mar
18, tell us of one there on May 25 and three on May 31.
18. Whimbrel: Reports of Sanderling, Dunlin, Grey Plover and Godwits from several sites
must now all reflect summering birds that will stay with us and make no attempt to get
to breeding places. I suspect that two Whimbrel at Christchurch Harbour on June 7 are
in the same category (this reminds me that a few years ago I noticed that in the
Hampshire and Sussex Bird Reports for the same year Whimbrel was assigned a
different status in each county - in both counties they were predominantly passage
birds but one county added 'occasionally winters' while the other said 'occasionally
summers'.)
19. Spotted Sandpiper: The first of this year's 'June rarities' was found in Christchurch
Harbour by Ian Southworth at 9am on May 5 and continued to show through that day
but despite a Birdguides report that it was still there next morning I have heard no more
of it. This is a trans-Atlantic vagrant and a photo of it shows some spotting on the
breast so it was probably a full adult.
20. Mediterranean Gull: A recent count of the gullery on South Binness island in
Langstone Harbour found around 110 nesting pairs of Med Gull this year compared to
57 last year. In 2003 a similar May count of nests came up with only 20 pairs out on the
islands though a post breeding count of individual birds made on July 12 of that year
resulted in a count of 145 birds.
21. Roseate Tern: Titchfield Haven seems to attract several of these each year and this
year has been no exception. After three isolated sightings early in May two birds
stayed there from May 13 to 20 but since then none have been seen until May 6 when
Bill Marjeram saw one back on the beach in full finery.
22. Little Owl: These are usually difficult to spot while nesting but as soon as their young
are out of the nest they become easy to spot sitting out on the tops of telegraph posts
and similar exposed places, particularly on summer evenings. This usually happens
from mid-June but on June 4 one was seen on overhead wires above the road down
the west side of the Chidham penninsula in Chichester Harbour.
23. Bee Eater: The two birds which seem to have been in the Shoreham area from May 27
to June 2 may well have headed west to show briefly over the north scrape at Titchfield
Haven on the morning of June 3
24. Grey Wagtail: A pair have been seen recently by the River Ems at Emsworth and
probably have young in a nest there. The last I heard of them was on June 3 but on
June 7 a pair which had probably been nesting at Aldsworth Pond not far north of
Emsworth were already out of the nest and making a lot of noise around the sluice over
which the pond overflows when it has water in it (by June 7 it was already dry).
25. Pied Wagtail: These also have their young out of the nest at Eastleigh - Simon Ingram
noted a total of 16 including juveniles in the Lakeside Country Park on June 1 and saw
23 on nearby playing fields on June 4.

26. Nightingale: There seems to be a flourishing population of these at Pulborough
Brooks this year (more than 8 birds were there on May 1 and at least two are singing
currently while at least on pair have three young out of the nest) but in the Emsworth
area none have been heard at traditional sites in Stansted Forest or Racton Park
Wood leaving us with just one bird singing in the restored woodland east of Marlpit
Lane (where Brian Fellows heard it still singing on June 5)
27. Ring Ouzel: A late bird was at Dungeness in Kent on June 3, slightly increasing the
chances that the mystery bird heard near West Marden by Brian Fellows on May 26
was a Ring Ouzel.
28. Golden Oriole: An equally late Oriole arrived in the Worthing area on June 6 and was
heard briefly in the Findon Valley residential area by Mike Snelling
PLANTS
1. Large Bittercress: On May 22 I noticed a lot of this growing in the wet ditch around the
'orchid field' on the Langstone South Moors and on June 5 I also found it to be
relatively abundant in three damp places during my tour of the Warblington fields.
2. Bog Stitchwort
: Not my first find of the year but I did find a large patch of this on the Warblington fields
alongside the eastern stream on June 5
3. Three-veined Sandwort
: Flowering on the roadside outside Lumley Seat house on the Stansted estate on June
7 (First flowering was Apr 17)
4. Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea
: This was flowering on June 6 beside the exit from the Havant multi-storey carpark off
Park Road South
5. Rough Chervil
: Two plants freshly flowering on Warblington farm fields on June 5, arriving just in time
to replace the Cow Parsley that is now dying back everywhere.
6. Brookweed (Samolus valerandi)
: In full flower in the Warblington SSSI on June 5. Mostly alongside water channels
criss-crossing the southern part of the field (where seawater seeping under the seawall
into the lowlying ground behind it meets the fresh water coming down the stream from
the cress beds) but I also found one cluster of plants on higher, drier ground.
7. Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima)
: Super-abundant in the wet shore fields at Warblington on June 5 - much more
flowering than in recent years.
8. Privet
: Bushes planted in Havant began to flower on June 7 so any genuine Wild Privet in
the countryside is unlikely to be far behind.
9. Hedge Bindweed
: First flowers seen by me on June 7, a week after the Large Bindweed started
flowering on May 30.
10. Hedge Woundwort
: Becoming a regular sight since June 5 when Brian Fellows first noted it in the Racton
area near Funtington but I see that I had failed to enter my first find of it flowering at
Langstone on May 31

11. Tufted Forget-me-not: Both this less common small flowered species and the
commoner large flowered Water Forget-me-not were flowering in the Warblington
SSSI on June 5
12. Tuberous Comfrey: The patch which has survived for a century in Lumley Wood on
the Stansted estate was still present on June 7 this year and had clearly been flowering
profusely but by this date the petals had fallen from all the flowers bar one cluster of
five flowers which stll had their yellow petals.
13. Russian Comfrey: This has been flowering beside the Hayling Coastal Path where it
passes the Oysterbeds since May 14 but was initially wrongly recorded by myself as
Common Comfrey on account of my mis-apprehension that plants with pale pink
flowers must be Common and that Russian Comfrey always had flowers in various
shades of purple. In fact these pale pink flowered plants have no wings running down
the stems and must be Russian Comfrey
14. Common Ragwort: This was just starting to open its flowers in the Havant area on
June 7, joining the Oxford Ragwort that has been flowering since mid-April.
15. Slender Thistle: Although I first noted this as flowering by Southmoor Lane in Havant
on May 22 it is worth reminding anyone not familiar with this seaside speciality that it
can now be seen in profusion on a visit to the Hayling Oysterbeds where a mass of it
some 20 metres long lines the path around the shore of Stoke Bay about halfway from
the carpark to the lagoon. It can also be seen along the side of Southmoor Lane
between the entrance to the new Council depot and the entrance to the South Moors
area.
16. Musk Thistle: After several reports of Welted Thistle in flower Brian Fellows has found
Musk Thistle flowering near Racton Park wood (west of Funtington) on June 5
17. Milk Thistle: Although I found this flowering beside Harts Farm Way in Havant on May
30 it was still not flowering at the Oysterbeds on Hayling on June 6 (and the Cotton
Thistles in the old hospital grounds between the Sandy Point reserve and the Lifeboat
station are still in early stages of growth)
18. Fragrant Orchid: First report of this comes from Maurice Pugh at Farley Mouth (west
of Winchester) on June 5 when the flowers were still in bud
19. Greater Butterfly Orchid: More than 50 of these plants were flowering at Farley
Mount on June 5 (Maurice Pugh)
20. Lesser Butterfly Orchid: Probably now in flower in the Pig Bush area of the New
Forest (near Beaulieu Road station) where Maurice Pugh saw plants in bud around
May 23
21. Bee Orchid: Flowering in the Warblington area on June 5 (see previous notes). Also
on June 6 I was shown a single spike not yet in flower close to the 'bus shelter'
overlooking the tern nesting island at the Hayling Oysterbeds.
22. Common Spotted Orchid: Richard Carpenter had seen the first of these on May 30
but since then Maurice Pugh has found a few flowering at Farley Mount on June 5 and
I found several out alongside the public path through the Redwood Groves at Stansted
on June 7
23. Southern Marsh Orchid: Although there have been reports of a 'poor showing' at
several sites I was pleased to count 465 in flower in the Warblington SSSI on June 5
(many years ago I had a peak count of around 800 there but in recent years I have
been lucky to find 20).

24. Early Marsh Orchid
: On June 5 Maurice Pugh found these in flower at North Warnborough Green in north
Hampshire but had seen them on the edge of the New Forest near Hythe a good two
weeks earlier (the majority there had flowers of the pale pink 'incarnata' form but 7
plants of the 'pulchella' mauve purple form were seen - note that David Lang claims
that this form predominates over the incarnata form in the New Forest but I think this
depends on the acidity of the soil at a particular site)
25. Narrow-leaved Marsh Orchid: Maurice Pugh found more than 20 plants of this
'Traunsteineri' form of Marsh Orchid on June 5 at Mapledurwell Fen on the south side
of the M3 across from Old Basing.
26. Sea Arrowgrass: On June 4 the Havant Wildlife Group found this beside Fareham
Creek and the next day I found it flowering in the Warblington SSSI. On this occasion I
checked that the leaves were not grooved along their upper surface whereas on May
23 I recorded some plants flowering there as Marsh Arrowgrass without a proper
check!
27. Toad Rush: Masses of this were present in a couple of the shore fields at Warblington
on June 5 - on my next visit I expect them to be giving off clouds of pollen as I walk
through them.
28. Italian Rye-grass: On the Warblington fields on June 5 I came on one plant standing
well over 1 metre high and bristling with awns from the wide spread fingers of its flat
sided panicles.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies: Just one newcomer ..
o

Small Skipper

o

Clouded Yellow

o

: A very early sighting of one in Pamber Forest, north of Basingstoke, by Peter
Eeles on June 4, only just one week after the first Large Skipper was seen on
May 28 (normally Small appear about a month after Large)
: Another isolated individual was seen in the Pannel Valley near Rye on June 7
to bring the number of migrant sightings I have heard of this year to just six.
Sadly it seems that we will soon be losing the nationwide migrant moth
information service provided in recent years by Steve Nash - I suspect this may
be connected with the fact that a first baby appeared in his home last year!
Large Tortoiseshell
: The theory that one seen in the Basingstoke area on May 30 could have been
a migrant from the continent has been demolished by Adrian Hoskins who
writes .. "I'm sorry to have to point out that the Large Tortoiseshell reported from
Old Basing, by Paul Sterry, was extremely unlikely to be a genuine migrant, as
the butterfly does not emerge ( in France ) until the end of June. Captive-bred
specimens always tend to emerge earlier, so this butterfly was almost certainly
an escapee from a butterfly house, or a release by an amateur breeder."

2. Moths
: Eight additions to my yearlist in the latest batch of news
o

Cream Wave
: Seen by Mike Duffy in Bentley Wood on June 4 - Mike says he was not fully
confident of his id.

o

Riband Wave

o

Pine Carpet

o

Clouded Border

o

Light Emerald

o

The Flame

o

Burnished Brass

o

Small Fan-foot

: Put up from grass in Stansted Forest on June 5 by Adrian Hoskins
: Taken at a Titchfield Haven moth trap on May 27
: Also taken at Titchfield Haven but on May 25
: Also taken at Titchfield Haven but on May 25
: Also taken at Titchfield Haven but on May 25
: Also taken at Titchfield Haven but on May 25 (beating Simon Ingram’s
previously reported first find at Eastleigh on May 26 by one day!)
: Taken at a Titchfield Haven moth trap on May 27

3. Other insects
:
o

Soldier Beetle
: I found my first 'Bloodsucker' at Warblington on June 5

OTHER
1. Fox: At midday on Monday June 6 I opened my garage doors to get the car out and as
I did so I saw a fox cub run past the drive entrance, heading up the pavement of our
moderately busy suburban road. I ran down to the road and saw it go through two
neighbouring gardens, then re-appear on the pavement when it came to a brick wall
rather than a garden hedge. In the cub's mouth was a small plastic bag - no doubt
having a meaty smell to it. In the past I have been told of a fox in Portsmouth so
accustomed to urban life that it could be seen running along a pavement near the
Pompey football ground against the flow of the fans heading to or from the game
(neither fox or fans took any notice of each other!)
2. Stoat
: Peter Hughes, warden at Pulborough Brooks, told us recently that a family party of
Stoats had been seen on the reserve on June 1, and on June 5 one of the young
Stoats was seen on the branch of a tree causing consternation to two pairs of
Nightingales which, with the juveniles of one pair, gave Paul Bowley a prolonged view
of these normally elusive birds as they staged a public protest at the presence of the
predator (which did them no harm at that time).
3. Roe Deer
: A few years back I came on a new born Roe kid lying out in long grass where I was
making a BBS transect off any normal path. On June 7 I had an equally attractive sight
of one out with its mother in Stansted Forest - this tiny creature was probably a little
older than the one in the previous sighting as, when I disturbed the mother and child in
a peaceful part of the woods, both ran - the mother away from me but the kid towards
me pausing in full view for several seconds before turning to follow its mother.
4. Common Lizard

: During my CBC visit to Warblington Farm on June 5 I was able to reflect on some
implications of our human impact on the natural scene when walking around what
(when the survey started in 1977) was the northern field boundary of the farm, but
which is now a triangular sliver of land that has become an overgrown mass of trees
except for an area kept clear as a gas pumping station (with recently added mobile
phone mast). This triangle is cut off from the farm by a major road development when
the A27 was given a new route over open country from Havant to Chichester, and the
Havant to Emsworth road was realigned to create a new junction with the new A27,
leaving the old A27 as just a footpath/cycleway. Last year a group of travellers moved
in on the grass beside the now abandoned road, and while the rubbish they left on the
grass was cleared away stuff which they chucked over a fence into the roadside trees
of the new A27 sliproad was left - among other things a whole house door. Following
the old field boundary I had to climb the fence and make my way through the new
trees, and as I did so I disturbed a Lizard which found this abandoned door made a
good sunbathing station - goodness knows what I might have found living under it had
I lifted it! (Continuing these thoughts you will see in my Plant notes that chalk brought
by the road builders has given a home to a nice colony of Bee Orchids in this same
area).
5. Shiny Snail (Zonitoides nitidus)
: During the same visit to the Warblington fields on June 5 I had my first sight for the
year of a snail which is common on aquatic plants and which has a distinctive shape to
its plain brown shell - a rounded conical shape with the cone lying flat on the leaf being
consumed by the snail. The shell is up to 7mm long and the 'girth' is about half that
length.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0506
Tue 7 June
A. Around Havant Health Centre
This morning I had a walk around the Health Centre while my wife was having a check
up, and among a list of fifty flowering plants was my first Hedge Bindweed and Privet.
I also made some progress in my identification of docks when my eye caught one with
the classical symptoms of wide spread branches held at nearly right angles to the main
stem and having leaves spaced out along along the flowering sections (‘leafy to the top
of the inflorescence’) and a check when I got home showed me this was Clustered
Dock.
B. Stansted Forest east of the road
This afternoon I walked through the Stansted Redwood Groves and past the main
house up to Lumley Seat, then turned west and south to come back through the
woodland along the east side of the Forestside road.
In the Groves a Willow Warbler was singing and two Nuthatches were squeaking in
the trees - a peaceful sunny scene until a Roe doe crashed out of the undergrowth
and, just before I trod on it, a Hornet rose from the grass where she had been
collecting insects to feed her first babies of the year. The cooing of a Stock Dove did
something to restore the peace, as did a tiny teneral damselfly which I could not
begin to identify though it settled on a leaf to give me a prolonged view of its dark
unmarked body and see through wings which, operating independently, gave the
impression of a tiny helicopter as it rose from the grass to a bush.
Outside the wood, on the grass adjacent to the Garden Centre, I saw my first Small
Heath of the year, and soon I could see the frontage of Stansted House which used to
house some 50 House Martins nests when I first knew it - today there were three

nests on the long frontage plus a few more round the side where I could see the only
three Martins coming and going.
Heading north on the road to Broadreed Farm I passed a smart Caper Spurge plant
flowering on the roadside outside the Irongate Cottages before going down into the dip
with Lumley Wood on the right of the road. Here I had a close look for an unusual plant
that has been growing wild in the woods for over 100 years since rubble from the
gardens surrounding the main house was dumped here after a ‘great fire’ which burnt
down the house. The plant is Tuberous Comfrey and I did eventually spot the patch of
leaves though the yellow flowers had long dropped their petals on all but one of the
flower heads.
Nothing much else until I was in the northern section of woodland known as Wythy
Piece where I went out of my way to see if there were any interesting plants in a very
small new plantation of oaks, still in their Tully tubes in a clearing among the mature
trees. The plant growth here had already attracted another ‘mother and child’ visiting
party, giving me a close view of a young Roe kid which ran towards me, hesitated,
then turned to run after its mother.
On my way back I paused to check the trees around the main avenue carpark where
Michael Prior had recently seen a Spotted Flycatcher but no luck - I had already had
a look round the entrance to the chapel and grounds where they have regularly bred in
past years.
Back at my car I did not drive straight home but went to check Aldsworth Pond. As I
expected it was empty except for two or three puddles where there are depressions in
it bottom and two of these puddles had an attendant Heron hoping there was still some
minute life in them - other than that just two or three Coot, a few Mallard and one
Moorhen. Two things of interest that were left were the forest of Mare’s Tail plants
standing like conifers on the dry bottom and, above the sluice and tunnel carrying any
overflow water under the road south to the River Ems, a noisy family group of Grey
Wagtail that may well have nested in the tunnel.
Mon 6 June
A. Around Havant and Hayling
With John Goodspeed away on holiday I spent my day standing in for him in the task of
compiling and distributing the weekly Nature Notes posters (the list is now up to 50
copies some of which are read with interest by the public in the local area).
I did not have much time to stop and stare at wildlife but on my way to the Havant
Tourist Info office I did find the first wild Sweet Peas (Broad Leaved Everlasting Pea)
in flower by the car exit from the multi-storey carpark off Park Road South, and on
south Hayling I found found a lot more Sheep’s Bit in flower at the Childing Pink site
(where those are at the peak of their flowering).
On the way back from Hayling I stopped at the Oysterbeds where there were very few
birds to be seen - half a dozen Little Terns, fewer Common and just one Sandwich
Tern with the occasional call of an unseen Ringed Plover. Of more interest John
Shillitoe told me he had recently been one of a group helping Chris Cockburn (RSPB
warden) with a count of birds nesting on South Binness island and while we will have to
wait for Chris’s official report John told me that the number of Med Gulls nesting there
had almost doubled from last year’s count - this year there were around 110 pairs
nesting.
John also showed me a single but healthy Bee orchid spike, not yet in flower, some 10
metres south of the ‘bus shelter’, and what appears to be the only surviving Milk

Thistle has thrown up flower stems but is not yet in flower. The Broad-leaved
Everlasting Pea that has flowered for several years on the south bund of the lagoon
seems to have failed to come up this year but in contrast there is a huge stand of
Slender Thistle flowering beside the path alongside Stoke bay on the way back to the
carpark (where the Goat’s Rue plants are more or less full grown but not yet
flowering). While there I had a close look at the Comfrey plants with the pale pink
flowers which I have previously referred to as Common Comfrey but which I now see
have virtually no decurrent wings on the stems and must be Russian Comfrey

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 30 - JUNE 5 (WEEK 22)
Sun 5 June
A. Common Bird Census on Warblington Farm
With Tony Gutteridge away in France for a couple of weeks I carried out a full survey of
the whole farm this morning when luckily the rain held off for the whole morning and the
wind was reasonably light.
Among the bird sightings I was pleased to have a single Yellowhammer singing where
it has been logged on just three of our seven visits so far this year (no hint of a female
yet), and surprised to see the local female Kestrel looking out of place on the sloping
roof of one of the big old barns in the farm yard - I guess she had tried to catch one of
the House Sparrows that nest in the barn but had failed and was wondering what to
do next when I saw her.
A male Reed Bunting at the reed bed was good news and a Cuckoo was still calling
frequently but Skylarks were in very short supply - I heard just two in the entire farm.
Another bonus was the sight and sound of a pair of Jays objecting vehemently to the
presence of a Crow in a particular Ash Tree - I think the Jays which we have seen
before must have a nest in that area. Quieter sounds came from two singing
Goldcrests and one family of Long-tailed Tits.
Another proof of breeding was the presence of a large but still downy Mallard
duckling on the cress-bed - probably an orphan as just before I saw it I had found a
Mallard wing on the ground, left by a fox.
Birds were in short supply but there were some good plants, notably 465 flowering
Southern Marsh orchids and 45 Bee Orchids. Also good finds were the first
Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) and Sea Milkwort.
The dull weather meant that I only saw one butterfly - a drowsy Small White - but I did
log my first Soldier Beetle of the year and in one wet ditch I found several Shiny Snails
(Zonitoides nitidus) on the vegetation
B. (Sun0506) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0106
BIRDS
1. Storm Petrel: Recent sightings have moved east along the Channel coast from
Portland Bill on May 15 to Selsey Bill on May 29 and on May 30 at least one was seen
from Birling Gap on Beachy Head.
2. Wigeon

: Between May 30 and June 3 reports of these have come from Farlington Marshes (2
at the Deeps), Titchfield Haven (2 males and 1 female), Pulborough Brooks (2 drakes)
and from the Stour valley in Kent (6 birds)
3. Gadwall
: More than 15 were at Titchfield Haven on June 3 with another 4 at Hook/Warsash on
June 1
4. Garganey
: May 28 was the last date on which I heard of the male bird that has been at Farlington
Marshes since May 16 but it may well still be there pretending to be a Mallard duckling
(see previous notes). What is new is that Bob Chapman has written a little piece about
Garganey on the HWT website telling us that the species was in the past sometimes
called the 'Cricket Teal' partly because it appeared in this country just in time for the
opening of the Cricket season and partly because of it's dry rattling call (perhaps
sounding more like an insect Cricket than a duck quacking)
5. Eider
: In my notes on May 11 I reported Russell Wynn's monthly summary for April of birding
at the Lymington Marshes in which Russell thought that some 40 Eider moved daily
between the west Solent and Weymouth Bay (which I worked out to be a daily round
trip of about 100 miles) but I now realise that I misquoted Russell by saying that the
birds spent their days in Weymouth Bay and their nights in the Solent - in fact Russell
said the reverse. Russell has now published his summary for May in which he again
refers to Eider feeding by day in the west Solent but spending their nights elsewhere this time the number of Eider is around 27 and their nightly destination is Christchurch
Bay, much closer to the Solent.
6. Honey Buzzard
: Numbers 16, 17 and 18 for my year list came in over Pagham Harbour on May 30
(number 16) and what was possibly the same bird was seen on June 1 at Dungeness
and the Stour Valley east of Canterbury (17 and 18).
7. Red Kite
: In my last notes I commented that five sightings of Kites, including one of a pair
coming in off the sea at Eastbourne, along the south coast on May 30 could indicate a
wave of immigrants arriving from the continent. Since then I have heard of two more
local sightings on May 30 that could have been part of the same wave - one was seen
being mobbed by Crows over Stansted Forest and a pair were seen over Pads Wood
(in the Uppark estate just south of South Harting). Two more were seen on May 31
over the Sussex Wildlife Trust HQ at Woods Mill at Henfield on the River Adur.
8. Montagu's Harrier
: Late news from the Lymington Marshes is of a pair arriving there on May 2. I've no
idea where they were heading for but it could have been somewhere in Hampshire
whereas of the other four sightings I have heard of this year three were in Kent and one
was in the Sussex Arun valley.
9. Kestrel
: We are regularly warned not to broadcast the location of bird nests because the news
may reach those humans who unfortunately entered this world with the wrong set of
genes and who, while apparently human, are driven by instincts intended to help
Magpies, Crows, Squirrels and Weasels to survive by helping them to find and destroy
bird nests and their contents. The majority of birders find it hard to believe that such
'maladjusted' people really exist so I was interested to read on the Sandwich Bay
observatory web site of trampled nettles and broken branches recording a human
attempt to reach a local Kestrel's nest, proving that such people do exist. In this case

the nest was not damaged and the Kestrels did not desert, and hopefully the evidence
indicates that the thief fell from the tree into the nettles when a branch broke before he
could reach the nest,
10. Merlin: Russell Wynn's summary of sightings on the Lymington Marshes during May
includes a late sighting of a Merlin (probably an immature bird) heading north on May
11 and I see that this was in fact the latest bird seen anywhere on the south coast this
spring. There was only one other May sighting (Christchurch Harbour on May 7) and
Titchfield Haven had the third latest, seen on Apr 28.
11. Quail: At least three different birds were heard by Bernie Forbes on the West Sussex
Downs on June 2, and on June 1 one spent at least one day at Christchurch Harbour in
a field adjacent to housing, while one that was detected on Portland Bill by birders
watching a Woodchat Shrike on May 29 seems to have settled in there and was still
present on June 3.
12. Avocet: A single bird made a one day appearance at Titchfield Haven on Feb 9 with no
more sightings there until Mar 11 but since then Avocet sightings at the Haven have
been regular and the number of birds had built up to 6 by Apr 20 and 7 by May 11.
Then on June 2 David Wallace saw one pair with chicks and on June 3 I heard that the
pair had four young with them.
13. Sanderling: The last substantial flock seems to have been 83 birds seen at
Christchurch Harbour on May 25 but there have been eleven further reports right up to
June 3 (8 birds at Ferrybridge where Portland Island connects to the mainland)
14. Dunlin: These too are still moving east with seven reports covering June 1, 2 and 3
(last sighting so far was 64 birds at Christchurch Harbour on June 3)
15. Turnstone: These were still being seen on June 2 (5 on Brighton Beach and 2 at
Christchurch Harbour).
16. Barn Owl: With hungry young mouths to feed the adult owls are having to work
overtime so I am not surprised to see messages from Pulborough Brooks on June 1
and Titchfield Haven on June 3 saying that the owls can now be seen hunting into
mid-morning.
17. Tawny Owl: A couple of years ago I attracted the scorn of several birders when I
questioned their use of the term 'fledged' in connection with young birds. I had always
thought of the term meant that the juvenile bird had acquired a full set of feathers but it
seemed that to properly educated birders the term meant that the young bird had left
the nest. I only mention this now because I saw an entry in Russell Wynn's summary of
his birding in May saying that Tawny Owl juveniles had 'fledged' on May 23. Knowing
that young Tawnies leave their nest while still wearing only down, and quite unable to
fly, I have to assume that (since no one would deny that Russell is a 'proper birder')
that this entry means that he saw youngsters out of the nest, and not that they had
grown their feathers. I think it is a pity that the term is used in this way as it means we
have no standard way of describing that very important step in a young birds life when
it is first able to fly.
18. Nightjar: Michael Prior, head forester at Stansted, was pleased to see at least one
Nightjar active in his Forest on the evening of June 1. Over on the Isle of Wight I note
that the Hampshire Wildlife Trust warden concerned for the welfare of the rare Reddish
Buff moths on heathland in the north west of the Island wrote (on the HWT website)
that a party walking across the heathland flushed three of these rare moths, and he
went on to say "The emergence of the moth is welcome but just as pleasing (if not
more so) was the appearance of a pair of nightjars on a mating flight across the site
just at dusk. After fifteen years of absence this is a welcome return and it is pleasing to

think that the recent hard work carried out by volunteers has been instrumental in the
birds return. Now its hoped that the birds are not disturbed and manage to raise a
brood." I note that he does not go on to express a wish that the Nightjars do not eat all
the rare moths.
19. Swift: Hampshire birders are pleased to record flocks of e.g. 200 Swifts feeding over
Titchfield Haven as sign of a healthy population of the birds but I wonder how they
would have felt had they been in the Kent Stour Valley on the evening of June 1 when
more than 1000 Swifts were to be seen there (on the evening of June 2 the count was
over 3000). Birds of Hampshire does record eight flocks which exceeded 1000 birds
but the largest of these was of 2100 birds seen over Old Winchester Hill area in July
1975 - interestingly these Hampshire flocks are regarded as pre-departure gatherings
and all are in late July or early August.
20. Bee Eater: This species is becoming an increasingly regular summer visitor to Sussex
and this year Sussex birders have had a good opportunity to tick the species with two
birds settled in Shoreham from May 27 to June 3 at least. The species has bred in
Sussex, but not since 1955 (when three pairs nested in a Sussex sandpit) and as the
birds excavate nest tunnels in sand or earth banks they are unlikely to nest in the
streets of Shoreham, though they are apparently finding a good supply of bees to eat
there.
21. Wryneck: The third report for this year (excluding a possible at Portland in March,
tentatively identified on call only) is of a bird also at Portland on June 3
22. Red-rumped Swallow: A fifth report for the year comes from Birling Gap (Beachy
Head) where one was seen to fly west on May 30.
23. House Martin: One of the chief reasons for the decline in House Martin as a nesting
bird in this country is the increasing difficulty in finding wet mud for nest building and so
a report from Sandwich Bay is of interest as it could be applicable to birds around our
muddy harbours. I think the shore in the Sandwich Bay area is likely to be sand or
shingle rather than mud but enterprising birds in the Sandwich area have been seen
gathering mud from the vertical walls of a quayside as the tide drops leaving some wet
mud exposed clinging to the wall.
24. Cetti's Warbler: This species continues to expand its range and increase in numbers
and on June 2 one was heard for the first time at Peter Pond in Emsworth and on June
3 it had moved to thick cover on the nearby Brook Meadow to become an addition to
the species list of that site.
25. Grasshopper Warbler: One or more were heard or seen at Titchfield Haven regularly
from Apr 15 to May 1 after which there were no reports until June 2 and 3 when at least
one was heard reeling again. As the Titchfield Haven website told us that two were
present on May 1, and as the silent period is almost exactly a month long (and as
incubation takes two weeks and the young leave the nest after another two weeks) I
think it would be fair to guess that the birds have been silent while rearing a brood and
their resumption of song marks the end (hopefully successful) of that task.
26. Spotted Flycatcher: On the morning of June 2 Michael Prior saw the first Flycatcher
back at Stansted Forest - not near the Garden Centre where they usually appear but in
the Main Avenue carpark.
27. Siskin: A reminder of the worrying disappearance of Siskin this spring comes from
Titchfield Haven where Barry Duffin saw just one on May 29. A check on my database
shows that this is only the second that anyone has reported as being at the Haven this
year - the other was seen on Mar 31.

28. Crossbill: I think it is a bit early to see an influx of Scandinavian birds but I am not sure
what else would account for a sudden burst of five reported sightings in the four days
from May 29 to June 1. One of the three May 29 records was of more than 12 birds in
Ashdown Forest (from which I have seen no reports earlier in the year) and it was
followed by a report of 34 birds there on May 30. On June 1 12 Crossbills (including
some young) were seen in Stansted Forest. The other two current reports were of six
birds on Rowborough Down (IoW) on May 29, and of one bird flying east along the
Kent coast at Folkestone on the same day.
29. Yellowhammer: With many people reporting low numbers of Yellowhammer this year
(as if they were about to follow the Corn Buntings into oblivion) it is good to hear that
John Simons is seeing more than usual in the Dean Lane End (Finchdean, north of
Rowlands Castle) area though this could be a result of a shortage of food for them
elsewhere, causing them to gather round John's feeders as he says .. "There has been
a significant increase of Yellow Buntings this year, even turning up on a daily basis
below my bird feeders scavenging seed dropped by other species." Against John's
optimism it seems likely that this will be the first year that we record no breeding pairs
of Yellowhammer on the Warblington Farm CBC survey - we have seen one male bird
on three of our seven visits there so far (no hint of a female yet).
30. Corn Bunting: More evidence of a recent invasion of continental birds comes from
Dungeness where 12 were seen to fly in off the sea on May 29. Now the Dungeness
web site reports 26 of them on June 2 and 34 of them on June 3.
31. Escapes/Feral Birds: A species of Glossy Starling was at Dungeness on June 3 but
of more interest to me is John Simon's report of seeing a Peahen with young in
Markwells Wood (Forestside/Finchdean area north of Rowlands Castle) on May 29.
Peacocks occur at several places in our area but this is the first time I have heard of
them breeding, seemingly in the wild.
PLANTS
1. White Water-lily: Flowering in Botley Woods area on May 30 (Richard Carpenter)
2. Climbing Corydalis
: Flowering on the path up Hook valley near Warsash on June 1 (Richard Carpenter)
3. Annual Wall-rocket
: Flowering at Black Point causeway on Hayling on June 3 (Ralph Hollins)
4. Hoary Stock
: Confirmed as growing wild and flowering on Eastoke beach, Hayling on June 3
(Ralph Hollins)
5. Greater Sea-spurrey
: Flowering on the Langstone South Moors shore on May 31 (John Goodspeed)
6. Frosted Orache
: Not flowering but growing in the newly protected sand dune area at Black Point on
Hayling on June 3 (Ralph Hollins)
7. Bastard Toadflax
: First flowering on Portsdown on June 1 (John Goodspeed)
8. Biting Stonecrop
: First flowering on Eastoke beach Hayling on June 3 (Ralph Hollins)
9. Sea Spurge

: Flowering at Sandy Point, Hayling on June 3 (Ralph Hollins)
10. Sea Bindweed: Flowering at Black Point, Hayling on June 3 (Ralph Hollins)
11. Hounds Tongue: Several plants flowering in Sandy Point reserve, Hayling, on June 3
(Ralph Hollins)
12. Common Broomrape: Flowering in Sandy Point reserve on Hayling on June 3 (Ralph
Hollins)
13. Meadow Thistle: Flowering in Botley Woods near Fareham on May 30 (Richard
Carpenter)
14. Late News: New plants at Warblington on June 5 (Ralph Hollins)
•

Bee Orchid
: First reported from Portland Bill on May 28 but first local flowering was 45 spikes
beside the slip road from the westbound A27 to the A259 at Warblington

•

Southern Marsh orchid
: Not a first but a welcome count of 465 flowering spikes in the Warblington SSSI (have
had 800 there long ago!)

•

Brookweed
: Now flowering in the SSSI

•

Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima)
: Lots flowering at Warblington.

•

Rough Chervil
: Two freshly flowering plants at Warblington

•

Italian Rye-grass
: One large plant in full flower at Warblington

•

Large Timothy
: Starting to flower at Warblington.
INSECTS

1. Dragonflies: Two new species for the year list....
o
o

Black-tailed Skimmer
: Seen on May 30 by Richard Carpenter at Whiteley Pastures/Botley Woods
Golden-ringed Dragonfly
: Seen at Whiteley Pastures on May 30 by Richard Levett.

2. Butterflies
: One definite and one probable addition to the year list ...
o

Large Skipper

o

Large Tortoiseshell

: First seen on May 28 by Andrew Brookes in the Huntbourn Woods near
Denmead
: A confident report of one at Old Basing Millfield by the River Loddon at
Basingstoke comes from Paul Sterry. This could have been a migrant from the
continent blown in on southerly winds but could also have been a release or
escape from private breeding.

o

Clouded Yellow

o

Brown Argus

o

Adonis Blue

o

Red Admiral

o

Painted Lady

o

Glanville Fritillary

: Number 7 on my year list was a fresh specimen seen at Noar Hill on May 30
: More than 100 seen on Bonchurch Down (IoW) by Ashley Whitlock on May 31
: Also more than 100 on Bonchurch Down on May 31
: On June 2 the Portland Bill website confirmed that several migrants had
arrived
: Five new sightings at widespread locations since May 26 - arriving in small
numbers
: Large numbers now out in the Ventnor area of the IoW - Ashley Whitlock found
more than 300 there on May 31 and at least 8 have been seen at Hordle Cliffs
on the mainland (Kevin Lane on May 30)

3. Moths
: Fifteen newcomers to my year list, including a 'first for Britain' taken by Sarah Patton
at Chichester
o

Hyphoraia testudinaria

o

Gold Swift

o

Nemophora degeerella

o

Yellow-legged Clearwing

o

White-barred Clearwing

o

Large Red-belted Clearwing

o

Evergestis extimalis:

o

Silver-ground Carpet

- this is Sarah Patton's prize find in her moth trap at Chichester on May 29
: This micro was taken in Morgaston Wood, Basingstoke, by Mike Wall on May
31
: This Longhorn moth was found by the Titchfield Canal path by Richard
Carpenter on May 28
: Attracted to pheremone lure on Yateley Common in north Hampshire on May
28 by Steve Guy
: Two finders on May 29 - Mike Gibbons on Yateley Common and Andrew
Merrick on Silchester Common north of Basingstoke
: Steve Guy had one of these on Silchester Common back on May 14
arrived at Portland Bill on June 2
: taken by Richard Carpenter at his Hill Head home near Titchfield on May 31

o

Pretty Chalk Carpet

o

Wormwood Pug:

: taken by Tony Wilson at Edburton, just north of the Downs in the Brighton area
on May 31

at Richard Carpenter's Hill Head home on May 29
o

Drab Looper

o

White Colon

o

The Uncertain

o

Mottled Rustic

o

Reddish Buff

: Two examples of this rarity were taken in Morgaston Wood, Basingstoke, by
Mike Wall on May 29
: a seaside special taken at Rye Harbour on May 30
: taken by Richard Carpenter on May 29
: as above
: emerged at Ningwood on the Isle of Wight before June 2 (no date given)

4. Other insects
:
o

Dark Bush Cricket

o

Garden Chafer beetle

o

Stag Beetle

o

Soldier Beetle (Cantharis rustica)

: Many nymphs to be seen along the Titchfield Canal path on May 28 (Richard
Carpenter)
: Seen by Richard Carpenter in the Meon valley on May 31
: First report of a male flying comes from David Tinling in Gosport on May 31
: Present at Warblington Farm on June 5

OTHER
1. Stoat: Among things seen at the Pulborough Brooks RSPB reserve on June 1 Peter
Hughes reports the sighting of a family of Stoats
2. Albino Squirrels
: Mark Tutton, who lives in the Farlington area of Portsmouth, has told John
Goodspeed that he has had a pair of albino Grey Squirrels breeding in his garden for
several years and that last year their 'litter' consisted of one normal Grey plus three
young albinos.
3. Frog
: Tadpoles in ponds at Whiteley on the edge of the Bolley Woods near Fareham
already have well developed legs seen by Richard Carpenter on June 3
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0106
Fri 3 June
A. South-east Hayling shore
Last time I visited Black and Sandy Points I cycled back along the Eastoke promenade
which separates the houses lining the seafront from the shingle beach, and as I did so
I noticed a white flowered plant on the shingle which I did not immediately recognize
but which looked like a garden Stock.

Back at home I learnt from my books that Hoary Stock (Matthiola incana) exists on
the Isle of Wight as a native species, but only occurs as a garden escape in
Hampshire. Although it is a common garden plant the Hampshire Flora classifies it as
Very Rare with only one known site in the county at Barton on sea (although it occurs
much more commonly on the Dorset coast).
Today I thought I would go back to Eastoke and confirm my find of what must be
self-sown plants on the shingle and I found at least 20 small, white flowered plants in
the shingle on the seaward side of the promenade at approx SZ 741981 (east of the
large building still under construction at the Creek Road shore carpark and west of
another ‘brown’ building which stands out as larger than its surroundings west of the
Nutbourne Road area). There is a low wall about 80cm high holding back the shingle
from the promenade at this point and the plants are less than a metre south of that wall.
I also found several large concentrations of these plants in both white and purple
flowered forms on the landward side of the promenade in what might be called gardens
but I am pretty sure they were not planted there though sometime in the past they may
have had cultivated ancestors!
Among other plants flowering on the shingle here was may first example of Biting
Stonecrop among the Sea Kale, Yellow Horned Poppies and Sea Radish. Many
plants of Tree Mallow are established here but I think new to this area was a colony of
Hares Tail grass which is thriving everywhere on south Hayling this year.
Moving east to Sandy Point Common Broomrape was flowering and the Hounds
Tongue was at its best, and further into the reserve I could see two good examples of
one of its rarities - Sharp Rush - had flowers. I’m pretty sure some Bell Heather was
also starting to flower.
In the old ‘hospital grounds’ on the east side of the reserve two Cotton Thistle plants
are still thriving though a long way from flowering, and along the path running outside
the reserve fence I followed a Fox cub almost to Sandy Point Road.
Out at the west tip of the Black Point sailing club area I found Sea Bindweed in flower
on the sand dunes and Greater Sea Spurrey in the saltings. Best of all, the dead
hedges created to try to prevent members of the sailing club from destroying all the
shore flora had allowed the leaves of one plant of Frosted Orache to grow
untrampled.
Thu 2 June
A. Screaming Swifts and smoking insects
After a dismal day of low cloud and fresh wind I stepped out into the garden in the
evening to find at least 13 Swifts criss-crossing low overhead and screaming like
children on a roller-coaster.
I have been told that such screaming parties in June are composed of year old Swifts
that are not breeding this year but are gaining ‘work experience’ in the business of
negotiating a maze of buildings and identifying the entrances to nests which they will
need to do for real next year when they start to breed.
Whether these birds were doing that I do not know, but the low cloud base and warm
air meant that low flying was the only practical way of getting a mouthful of flying
insects for supper (without flying many miles to somewhere with better weather), and
there was strong evidence that there was an unusual abundance of insects in the air
above my garden (and probably elsewhere).

The evidence became apparent when I looked at the low clouds speeding over the tree
tops lining the old Hayling Billy rail line at the end of my garden. At first I thought that
the clouds in one area had strange dark lines in them but as I looked more closely the
dark lines became wavy, then disappeared only to re-appear a moment later.
My binoculars showed me that these dark lines were created by thousands of flying
insects just above the tree-tops acting like the dust which makes a tornado ‘spout’
visible as they formed a narrow whirling funnel which was sometimes straight and
‘solid’, then became wavy and then disappeared as the insects temporaily dispersed only to come together again and repeat the process.
I think this is a not uncommon sight on summer evenings, and in the past I have
thought of the insects as columns of smoke coming from the tree-tops.
Wed 1 June
A. (Wed0106) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2905
BIRDS
1. Storm Petrel: Two were feeding off Selsey Bill on May 29. This is only the third report
for the year - two were off Portland on May 15, on May 20 three were seen from
Christchurch Harbour, and now two off Selsey Bill.
2. Little Egret
: On May 31 one was seen to fly in off the sea at Dungeness, a second example of
'visible migration' following the first such report from Dungeness on May 11
3. Mute Swan
: The summer moult flock on Fishbourne Channel close to Chichester numbered 89
when Brian Fellows was there on May 29
4. Brent Goose
: Also seen in the Fishbourne Channel on May 29 were six Brent, now definitely
summering birds. The seventh bird which Kevin Stouse saw there on May 8 could well
still be around
5. Shelduck
: The family of 15 ducklings that appeared in Christchurch Harbour on May 27 was still
intact on May 29 when it had been joined by two other families of 7 and 2 ducklings.
These are the only family groups I have heard of anywhere so far.
6. Tufted Duck
: A family of seven ducklings was out on the Testwood Lakes near Southampton on
May 30 - the first to hatch anywhere as far as I know.
7. Honey Buzzard
: A single bird going north over Dungeness on May 31 brought the gross total of
sightings so far to 16 for this year.
8. Red Kite
: What seems to be further evidence that the British population is still being increased
by voluntary immigrants comes in a sighting of two Kites seen flying in off the sea close
to Beachy Head on May 30. Another more dubious group of possible immigrants was a
cluster of 9 Kites loitering in the skies over Doleham in the Brede Valley west of Rye,
also on May 30. Even less obviously newly arrived migrants were four other Red Kites

seen near the south coast on May 30 - Tony Wilson had one over Edburton Hill to the
north of Brighton, John Bennett had one over the Hillier Gardens at Romsey, and two
more was seen for 15 minutes on that day over West Dean Gardens which I assume to
be at the West Sussex village north of Chichester (not the East Sussex village in the
Cuckmere valley west of Beachy Head)
9. Montagu's Harrier
: Definitely a newly arrived migrant was a female seen for 10 minutes over Dungeness
before continuing north on May 29. This is the fourth bird I have heard of this year.
10. Grey Partridge: Of the nine reports I have seen since the beginning of April this year
six have occurred in the eleven days from May 20 to 30, and four of those have been in
the period May 27 to 30. I wonder if anyone can tell me why the birds should have
become more noticeable at a time of year when I would have thought they would be
keeping their heads down on family business? Maybe these are failed breeders
desperately looking for new place to have a second attempt at raiding a family? On
May 27 I saw one fly over the Hambledon-Clanfield road near Stoneridge Farm - it was
definitely a Grey but its wildness is brought into question by the fact that when walking
past Stoneridge Farm on May 31 I could hear a Red-leg calling repeatedly from the
immediate vicinity of the farm house (telling me that it was likely to be a caged bird in
captivity to breed young for shooting), and if they breed Red-legs there they may also
breed Greys (although you are not supposed to shoot them!). The other recent reports
are of a pair seen at Fishbourne near Chichester on May 29 by Brian Fellows, another
pair seen the same day at Rowborough Down on the IoW, and a pair seen somewhere
near Hambledon in Hampshire by John Shillitoe on May 30,
11. Quail: Three reports on May 29 may indicate the start of a Quail summer (but don't
hold your breath!). One was on the Sussex Downs north of Lancing, another was
reported to be in mid-Hampshire east of Winchester, and a third was on Portland
Island.
12. Ringed Plover: I am glad to see that I was over pessimistic about the three chicks
which hatched on the Little Tern island at the Hayling Oysterbeds on May 22 when I
suggested that only one was left by May 26. Ian Julian tells us that there were at least
two still alive on May 31
13. Turnstone: Ian Julian also saw two summer plumaged Turnstone at the Oysterbeds
on May 31. Daily sightings of Turnstone ceased on May 15 and we are now seeing the
last few leaving us. On May 18 some were on the beach at Selsey Bill, on May 21 four
were still at the Oysterbeds. On May 25 twelve were in Christchurch Harbour and now
we have the two at the Oysterbeds on May 31. A few usually stay the summer in
Langstone Harbour and in the Lymington area but they are rarely seen by casual
birders.
14. Gull-billed Tern: The worm-loving, walking more than flying, bird was still by the Adur
at Shoreham on May 29 and 30
15. Little Tern: On May 26 when I was at the Hayling Oysterbeds I could see Little Terns
apparently starting to nest at the southern end of the island and I could not see the new
raft designed as their salvation from flooding of land based nests by monthly spring
tides. I was wrong in both respects - the raft is apparently positioned close to the west
shore of the island near the sharp bend in the shoreline so that it can only be seen from
certain angles and is out of sight from most places which is why I missed it. More
worryingly, although several pairs of the Terns were on the island as if at nest sites,
and more were flying around it, I am told that the females are rejecting the offers of fish
brought them by their mates, and are refusing to mate, so breeding was not yet under
way by May 31.

16. Turtle Dove: At least two birds could be heard 'purring' for the first time this year from
either end of a wood in the Idsworth area - hopefully two pairs have now settled in.
17. Wryneck: Following the first report for the year of one in a Sussex garden on May 23
there has been a second anonymous report of one in Hampshire near Southampton
Water on May 28. Both will have been just pausing briefly on their way north to breed in
Scotland.
18. Green Woodpecker: Mike Collins tells me that the Green Woodpeckers at the
Langstone South Moors have made a nest hole in one of the many telegraph posts in
the area. I would have thought there was easier (and more concealed) wood in other
trees than in the telegraph posts.
19. Woodlark: Maybe these birds, like humans, are becoming sports mad couch potatoes
- two reports from Sussex tell us of one bird too lazy to fly around in the traditional
manner while singing and taking the easier option of singing from an overhead power
cable at one site while another bird can still be heard singing over a territory it has
established at a Rugby ground.
20. Reed Warbler: In my previous notes I reported that a Reed Warbler had been singing
for a whole day in thick cover alongside the old rail line passing behind my house in
Havant and I now read that on May 30 one was singing from a Leylandii hedge in a
Brighton town garden.
21. Red-backed Shrike: A third bird for this spring was seen on May 29 - this one a female
seen near the Needles on the IoW.
22. Woodchat Shrike: No more news of the bird that was in the Bembridge airfield area of
the IoW on May 27 but it may have flown west as one turned up on Portland Island on
May 29 and was still there on May 31. This is the second at Portland this year as one
was there on May 2.
23. Chaffinch: A party of 11 arrived at Dungeness from across the sea on May 31 already post breeding vagrants?
24. Serin: One over Christchurch Harbour on May 31
25. Goldfinch: 14 of these arrived at Dungeness from the sea on May 31 when I found
one in the Hambledon area singing an almost exact (but louder) imitation of a
Goldcrest song
26. Corn Bunting: Another small flock of more than ten was on the Sussex Downs near
the River Adur on May 29 and my theory that recent sightings are of birds arriving from
the continent was re-inforced by a report of 12 arriving in off the sea at Dungeness on
that day. Locally one has at last been found singing in the Hambledon area (but that in
an area where there would have been at least half a dozen pairs last year and more the
year before).
PLANTS
1. Opium Poppy: My first sight of these in flower came on May 30 when I passed a great
show of them on the fresh earth banks erected at the entrance of the old Broadmarsh
playing fields to keep out travellers
2. Hairy Rock Cress (Arabis hirsuta)
: I suspect this is now out in the Fort Widley area of Portsdown as I saw a first example
of it on Portchester Common (further west on Portsdown) back on May 12. Brian

Fellows reminded me of this in reporting that it could be found on Beacon Hill in the
Meon Valley on May 28
3. Rock-rose
: This was also out on Beacon Hill on May 28 but had been seen on Portsdown back on
May 11
4. Three-veined Sandwort
: I first saw this in flower in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Apr 17 and was
surprised to find it still in flower on May 31, but the current find was on a north facing
slope shaded by trees where spring comes late! (Ivy Leaved Speedwell and Early
Dog Violet were also flowering there on the road up to Glidden Farm just east of
Hambledon)
5. Common Mallow
: First seen on May 22 this had started to flower generally by May 30
6. Smooth Tare
: The white-flowered Hairy Tare has been out since May 2 but it was not until May 30
that I first saw Smooth Tare with its bluer, larger flowers in smaller clusters
7. Yellow Vetchling (Lathyrus aphaca)
: In my previous notes I misinterpreted a message which reached me at second hand,
saying that Yellow Vetchling was flowering on Milton Common by May 27, as being
news of the first sighting of the soon to be very common yellow flowered Meadow
Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis). In fact I think that the report was of the now very rare
Lathyrus aphaca which is called Yellow Vetchling and which has been known of in the
Eastney area of Portsmouth since around 1960. This may be its last remaining
foothold in the Portsmouth area as one site on the north bank of Portscreek near the
Portsbridge roundabout was destroyed in the 1980s by improvements to the path
along the creek and the two separate places at which it has flourished on the IBM
Portsmouth site showed no sign of it when I was there in May (when it should have at
least shown its leaves). The Hampshire Flora records this plant in less that 20 of the
1025 Tetrads making up Hampshire)
8. Horseshoe Vetch
: This had been reported from Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester as early as May 2
but no one else has mentioned it until Brian Fellows saw it on Beacon Hill in the Meon
Valley on May 28
9. Caper Spurge
: On May 26 I had noticed flower buds starting to appear on these plants on south
Hayling and by May 30 the flowers were fully developed and open on plants beside
Harts Farm Way in Havant.
10. Fools Parsley: Although one plant had been flowering in St Faith's Churchyard in
Havant through January and into February the first of this year's plants was not out
until May 31 when I saw it in a field edge near Clanfield (both were instances of the
large subspecies Aethusa cynapium cynapium.
11. Hogweed: This also was flowering in January and Richard Carpenter has already
seen the first of the new season back on May 6 though it is not yet 'on general release'.
I saw just one plant on May 30 but none since.
12. Wild Carrot: The first fresh flowering I have heard of was on plants at Broadmarsh on
May 30
13. Large Bindweed: The first of this family was out here in Havant on May 30

14. Germander Speedwell: On May 31 I thought I had discovered something new on a
roadside near Hambledon but it turned out to be a white-flowered version of this plant
15. Eyebright: The first example of this was seen by Brian Fellows on Beacon Hill in the
Meon Valley on May 28 (last year the first was not reported until June 13)
16. Field Fleawort: It is many years since I saw this plant (which is slightly like a Ragwort
but with 'entire' leaves) on Old Winchester Hill and I am pleased to hear from Brian
Fellows that it was flowering on Beacon Hill across the Meon Valley on May 28 for a
party led by Martin Rand. The Hants Flora shows this plant in only around 20 Tetrads
in the county, mainly on the chalk running north west from Old Winchester Hill across
mid-Hampshire but becoming a little more common on the Wiltshire border) - the two
Meon Valley hills are the only sites marked in south east Hampshire.
17. Milk Thistle: The colony of this impressive plant, which appeared on the 'earth mound'
left at the Hayling Oysterbeds when the breaking up of the rubble which had been
dumped on the Oysterbed bund walls was complete, has been diminishing in recent
years and will probably die out before long so I was very pleased to find a magnificent
new example in flower on the 'anti traveller' earth bank on the north side of Harts Farm
Way opposite the electricity substation.
18. Salsify: This has been in flower in several places for a week or so but on May 30 I was
impressed by the amount of it now growing on top of the Broadmarsh 'mountain' (i.e.
old rubbish tip on the west side of the Hermitage Stream right next to the Broadmarsh
slipway). There must be well over 100 plants spread over most of the open grass hill
top.
19. Red-hot Poker: A stand of this (pretty obviously planted by persons unknown in the
distant past) has for long brightened a visit to the 'Wicor bank' seawally running south
from Emsworth Marina and the Stilt Houses to the Great Deeps. This year the number
of plants there seems to have diminished and they are only just starting to flower (seen
by Brian Fellows on May 29) much later than usual - some were out at the Hayling
Island Sailing Club on Black Point back on May 6.
20. White Helleborine: These orchids were flowering on Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley
on May 28 which is the sort of date at which I used to expect to see them until I
discovered the colony which has only appeared on the IBM Portsmouth site a few
years ago where the plants flower much earlier - this year the first were out on May 7
21. Green Winged Orchid: By May 28 most of the plants at Gunner Point on south
Hayling were in the last stages of decay but some were still flowering on Beacon Hill in
the Meon Valley (where I have not heard of them appearing in previous years)
22. Burnt Orchid: Nothing unusual about the first flowering date of these, first seen on
Martin Down south west of Salisbury on May 29
23. Bee Orchid: Last year the first flower was seen at the foot of Portsdown Hill on June 4
and this year the first have been seen on Portland Bill by May 28 (when several plants
were of the 'Wasp orchid' variant illustrated by a photo on the Portland website).
24. Southern Marsh Orchid: Since the first of these appeared at Titchfield Haven on May
20 they have also come out elsewhere but it seems that they are not enjoying a good
year at most sites. At Fishbourne near Chichester Brian Fellows could only see a few
small plants on May 29 and by June 1 John Goodspeed found the same story at the
Langstone South Moors site here in Havant.
INSECTS

1. Dragonflies: One new species for the year list ...
o

White-legged Damselfly

o

Banded Demoiselle

: Many seen at Fiddleford near Sturminster Newton on the Dorset Stour by
Maurice Pugh on May 28
: The first had been seen at Titchfield Haven on May 12 but the second report
for the year comes from Brook Meadow in Emsworth where both males and
females could be seen on May 26

2. Butterflies
: One new species for the year list
o

Large Skipper

o

Adonis Blue

o

Painted Lady

o

Small Tortoiseshell

o

Marsh Fritillary

o

Speckled Wood

: One of these was seen on Old Winchester Hill by Ashley Whitlock on May 30,
one day earlier than the first reports last year (from the IoW and Surrey - the first
for Hampshire did not come until June 2)
: This species has been out on Martin Down since May 26 (and at Old
Winchester Hill and the IoW from May 27) and by May 29 Mark Litjens was able
to count 38 at Martin Down while at Old Winchester Hill Ashley Whitlock found
four on May 30
: A couple for sightings of probable migrants come from Magdalen Hill Down
near Winchester and Edburton Hill on the Sussex Downs north of Brighton, both
singles and both seen on May 30. A few fresh Red Admirals that have been
seen recently may well also be migrant arrivals.
: When I was out near Hambledon on May 31 I saw one very tatty example, then
later saw a very fresh one making me wonder if the first to emerge this year are
already out. Last year a cluster of reports (some remarking on the freshness of
the butterflies) from ten different areas on June 19 seems to have marked the
emergence of the first fresh insects in 2004 and I suppose it is possible that one
or two have come out even earlier this year (though the freshness could have
been due to the insect having gone into hibernation immediately after emerging
last year and over-sleeping this year!)
: The near extinction of this species in Hampshire is not yet reflected in the
status of the insects to the west of our county. On May 28 Maurice Pugh found
12 out on Lydlinch Common in Dorset (just west of Sturminster Newton in the
Stour Valley), and on the same day Alan Thornbury saw around 30 on Pewsey
Down near Upavon in Wiltshire. Adrian Hoskins, however, found an estimated
500 butterflies, including some 40 mating pairs, by going a little further into
Dorset to Cerne Abbas (on the A352 about 10km north of Dorchester)
: The number of sightings of this species had been dwindling since the end of
April and reached a low of just four reports in week 20 (around May 20, 22) but
then shot up to ten reports received so far for week 21 (May 23 to 28) and these
included a couple from Adrian Hoskins commenting on the freshness of the
insects he saw so I guess the second generation for this year is now on the
wing.

o

Small Heath
: Last year I had seen 42 reports of this species by the start of June, this year
there have only been 26 reports, and it seems that while the species is doing
quite well at its main sites such as Martin Down it is not being reported from
nearly as many sites as last year.

3. Moths
: Eight new species for the year list in my current news.
o

Privet Hawkmoth

o

Shaded Pug

o

Southern Wainscot

o

Aspilapteryx tringipennella

o

Cochylimorpha straminea

o

Hypochalcia ahenella

o

Bordered Straw

o

Burnet Companion

o

Cream-spot Tiger

o

Fox Moth

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth

o

The Mocha

o

Small Waved Umber

: The first was taken at Martin Down on May 28
: Also May 28 at Martin
: Also May 28 at Martin
: Also May 28 at Martin
: Also May 28 at Martin - I hope I have correctly assigned this to number 936 as
my 1979 edition of Bradley and Fletcher had that number for Stenodes
straminea and did not list Cochylimorpha!
: Also May 28 at Martin
: First for the year reported from Portland Bill on May 28
: Not yet reported from Hampshire but seen by Adrian Hoskins at Cerne Abbas
in Dorset on May 29
: The first of these has already been reported from the IoW on May 27 and on
May 30 Mark Litjens found the first for Hampshire at Hordle Cliffs near New
Milton
: I expect the insects seen by day in Bentley Wood on May 7 would have been
males and if so a couple of females that came to Tim Norriss' light at Martin
Down on May 28 qualify as the first females seen this year,
: One at Cranmore (near the north west coast of the IoW) on May 28 marked the
third successive day on which this moth species had been seen on the IoW and
probably indicates a small wave of migrants.
: Tony Wilson, living just north of the Sussex Downs (Brighton area), had the
second example of this pretty little moth for the year on May 29 (Dungeness had
claimed a first on May 1) - so far none taken in Hampshire.

: Another good moth taken by Tony Wilson on May 29 - just one previous record
for the year back on Apr 29 at Winchester St Cross area.
4. Other insects
:
o

May Flies

o

Eurydema ornata

: Many were rising from the River Stour at Fiddleford near Sturminster Newton
in Dorset on May 28
: A photo of this dramatically scarlet and black Shieldbug has just appeared
on the Portland Bird Observatory website and I could not resist adopting it as
my personal computer desktop. The Portland website entry reads .. "exciting
news is of the discovery on the island earlier this month of a new species of
shieldbug for the UK mainland. Confirmation of the identification of a
specimen of Eurydema ornata, discovered by David Slade at Tout Quarry on
8th May, has recently been received. This species occurs on the near Continent
and is also evidently established on the Channel Islands; the nymphs are stated
to feed on species of Brassicaceae, including cultivated and wild cabbages, and
less frequently on grasses."

OTHER
1. Slow-Worm: Another example of the lethargy to which the name 'Slow' Worm may be
attributed comes from Brook Meadow in Emsworth where one of these Lizards was
lying out in the open when a dog came bouncing up to investigate the creature on the
ground. At first the Slow-Worm did not respond but eventually it slowly moved off into
the cover of long grass - no wonder many of them are found dead with the
characteristic pin-pricks made by the claws of cats.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2905
Tue 31 May
A. Clanfield-Hambledon area
A beautiful sunny, but not too hot, morning for a lengthy search for Corn Buntings in
the area on either side of the Clanfield to Hambledon road starting from the roadside
north of the Clanfield astronomical observatory. From here I walked north up the Green
Lane, then turned west on the path passing North Farm and through North Wood to
Hayden Farm Lane (which runs north from the Bat and Ball pub). After going a little
south on the road I took the path (part of the Monarch’s Way) going west over fields
south of Shuttlecock Cottages (did the game of Badminton originate here as well as
the game of Cricket?) before turning southwest through Park Wood to Park Farm on
the eastern edge of Hambledon. From Park Farm I went south up Dog Kennel Lane to
Glidden Farm before going north east through Scotland ( a grand name for a single
isolated cottage!) over Broadhalfpenny Down to come down to the Bat and Ball pub
and complete my walk along the road back to Clanfield. A pleasant and interesting
route of 11 km with just one problem when I had to cross a field of Rape where, for 400
metres, the crop had totally overgrown the footpath requiring me to do the ‘breast
stroke’ to push back the Rape plants before I could see the ground and move forward
with difficulty!
Needless to say there were no Corn Buntings but I did hear three singing
Yellowhammer and, at Glidden Farm, hear a loud but accurate version of Goldcrest
song coming from a Goldfinch - I did hear at least two genuine Goldcrests and
came across Bullfinches at three places. From the high ground around Glidden Farm

I heard and saw a pair of Buzzard in the direction of Hambledon and on the way down
Broadhalfpenny Down to the Bat and Ball heard a Turtle Dove which I could not
locate. Earlier, on the Monarch’s Way section south of Shuttlecock Cottages, a group
of fence posts had been painted white by the ‘droppings’ of what I guess to be an owl
using them as regular and recent perches. The only other bird interest came as I was
walking back past Stoneridge Farm where the calls of a Red-legged Partridge coming
from close to the farm house indicated that it was a caged bird (giving a slant on the
genuine Grey Partridge which I saw fly across the road near the farm last Friday).
The only new flower for my year list was Fool’s Parsley of the tall cynapium
subspeices (one plant of this had been flowering in St Faith’s Churchyard here in
Havant through January and the first half of February but this is the first of the ‘new
season’). I thought I had found an interesting plant at one stage but it turned out to be a
white flowered aberration of Germander Speedwell, and on the north facing slope
beside Dogkennel Lane recent cutting of the roadside verge had allowed new
flowering on Ivy-leaved Speedwell, Early Dog Violet and Three-veined Sandwort.
The only butterflies out in any number were Small Whites but I did see a couple of
Small Tortoiseshells (one very tatty, one fairly fresh), one Peacock, a male
Brimstone and a fresh Red Admiral.
Mon 30 May
A. Bedhampton and Broadmarsh
To avoid the Bank Holiday traffic I took to my bike for a short ride through Bedhampton
to Broadmarsh but went a bit further when I realised that the new cycleway along the
south side of the A27 was now open to let me reach the Eastern Road into Portsmouth.
Nothing special in the Bedhampton area so I continued via the footbridge over the A27
onto the abandoned Broadmarsh playing fields where I added two names to my
yearlist of plants- firstly Smooth Tare, with fewer, larger and bluer flowers than the
Hairy Tare that has been out for some time, and secondly Hogweed, of which last
year’s plants were still flowering in January and February (and which Richard
Carpenter has recently found flowering on May 6).
Instead of crossing Harts Farm Way to the centre of the Broadmarsh shore I went to
the A27 end of Harts Farm Way where the new cycleway starts and rode west past
Farlington Marshes to the Eastern Road and back. I suspect that there may be some
interesting plants to come on the fresh soil on the A27 bank beside the new path but
today my only note was of Common Mallow and a Brimstone butterfly. There is also
a chance that the Bee Orchids which have been a regular sight beside the path from
Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes may have survived the construction of the new
path but we will have to wait and see.
On the way back I went along the Broadmarsh shore where my very first Wild Carrot
flowers were open. At the slipway I turned onto the road by which cars reach the
waterside and found the Fern Grass and Round-leaved Cranesbill that I have seen
here before were both present. My intent here was to get on top of the Broadmarsh
‘mountain’ (ex rubbish tip) to look for first signs of Lathyrus hirsuta (the Hairy
Vetchling which has its only Hampshire site here), but all I could see of interest at this
early date was that the Salsify plants at the very top of the hill have spread greatly and
almost look like one of those Teazel forests which can be found in many places.
Coming down and heading for home along Harts Farm Way I did not expect anything
new but the soil bank just east of the Amenity Tip (where the putative White Ramping
Fumitory appeared last autumn and is still present but now with normal pink flowers of

Common Fumitory) had a new surprise. Growing on the back of the bank. but with
very distinctive flower-heads towering above it, was Silybum marianum (better known
as Milk Thistle) already in flower though the few plants remaining at the Oysterbeds
had nothing more than there ‘milk-veined’ basal leaves last week. Below the purple
flower heads of this thistle is a ‘necklace’ of branched spikes looking just like the ‘crown
of thorns’ in many a picture of Christ’s crucifixion. Also on this bank many plants of
Caper Spurge had developed their flowers and a few plants of Opium Poppy echoed
a much larger display on the new earth-banks blocking entrance from the road to the
Broadmarsh Playing Fields (could be worth a look round there for other adventitious
species).
Just one more addition to my year list came along the path between the old IBM plant
and the A27 - Large Flowered Bindweed had flowers.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 23 - 29 (WEEK 21)
Sun 29 May
A. (Sun2905) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2505
BIRDS
1. Cattle Egret: The bird which arrived by the Sussex Ouse on May 22 was still there on
May 25, and on May 24 a second bird was seen briefly among cows at Sandwich Bay
in Kent
2. Black Swan
: The Portsmouth NEWS on May 28 tells us that the Gosport Cockle Pond bird (and a
Mute Swan) were both found dead there in the past week - both were found as
headless corpses. The killer was probably a fox which could only carry off the head
and neck, the body being too big and heavy to carry. I recall finding two headless
corpses of Swans on the shore at the mouth of the Langbrook stream here at the
Langstone South Moors a year or so ago and at the time I thought it might be the work
of dogs but as the head and neck of each of those two Swans had vanished the idea of
these parts being carried of by Foxes to feed their young seems quite likely - dogs
would probably have left part of the head and neck of at least one bird.
3. Canada Goose
: The albino bird which has been in the Titchfield Haven/Portsmouth area for several
years had not been reported since Dec 17 last winter but has now re-appeared at
Titchfield Haven among a flock of 30 geese seen there on May 25 by Richard
Carpenter. While on the subject of Canada Geese there is a photo of one on Baffins
Pond in the Portsmouth NEWS which tells of the death of the Black Swan - it seems
that the birds on Baffins Pond were one of the childhood memories of Peter Orton,
creator of Bob the Builder, who was born in Portsmouth and has just retired.
4. Shelduck
: Although Ian Pibworth told us that one pair had 12 eggs in their nest at the Testwood
Lakes as early as May 1 the first news of ducklings comes from Christchurch Harbour
where a brood of 15 were seen on May 27. The incubation period is said to be four
weeks so Ian Pibworth may well have news for us from his vigil on May 29.
5. Mandarin

: One birder living near the Sandwich Bay bird observatory was surprised to see a
female Mandarin with 8 ducklings in his garden on May 25 - the bird is thought to have
recently escaped from a local collection rather than to be part of the established feral
population.
6. Teal
: It seems likely that a pair may be attempting to breed at Langstone Mill Pond - Martin
Hampton saw a pair fly in and land on the pond on May 17 and on May 23 I saw a
smart male there.
7. Garganey
: The lone male which was first seen on the stream at Farlington Marshes on May 16,
and which Jason Crook tells us has attached itself to a family of Mallard ducklings and
is behaving like the ducklings, was still there on May 28
8. Shoveler
: A pair at Titchfield Haven were seen to have 9 tiny ducklings on May 25 (the day after
the first broods were reported from the Pannel Valley near Rye). This is the first known
breeding of Shoveler at Titchfield.
9. Marsh Harrier
: A female or immature bird flew north over Titchfield Haven on May 22, the first there
since May 3
10. Hobby
: My first sighting of one this year was at Fort Purbrook on Portsdown Hill on the
evening of May 25 when I had a clear view of a sunlit bird going low overhead pursued
by Swallows (without whose calls I would probably have missed it).
11. Grey Partridge: I also had a close view of my first of these for the year when it flew just
in front of my car as I was driving from the Bat and Ball pub near Hambledon to
Clanfield and passing Stoneridge Farm on May 27 - there was no doubt about the head
pattern.
12. Avocet: It seems likely that six birds are resident at Titchfield Haven at the moment on May 27 John Goodspeed found five in the reserve and Bill Marjeram saw one on the
beach.
13. Ringed Plover: One pair nesting on the Little Tern island in the Oysterbeds lagoon on
Hayling hatched three chicks on May 22 and still had three on May 25 but when I
cycled around the lagoon on May 26 I could only see one of them (but I may be more
blind that I thought as I did not see the new Tern raft anywhere despite scanning the
lagoon)
14. Sanderling: These will soon have ceased to pass along our shores but there were still
83 in Christchurch Harbour on May 25 and two flying east there on May 28
15. Little Stint: One was at Christchurch Harbour on May 25 - possibly the same bird that
was seen there on May 17 and 18 but more likely a new passer by with the Sanderling
16. Temminck's Stint: Following one at Dungeness on May 4 and another in Langstone
Harbour on May 18 a third was reported from the Stour Valley east of Canterbury on
May 20 and a fourth was reported (by Birdgudes) to be at Ibsley Water in the
Hampshire Avon Valley on May 28
17. Ruff: The one Ruff which turned up at Titchfield Haven on May 18, and which became
three birds on May 20 and 21, became zero birds after May 25 when the last sighting of
a single was made.

18. Wood Sandpiper: One seen at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on May 28 was only the
third seen on spring passage this year - the other two were seen in Kent on May 15
(and may have been one bird).
19. Little Gull: A first year bird was in Langstone Harbour on May 28 (first there since one
on May 18)
20. Gull-billed Tern: What seems to be a long staying single bird was first seen at
Dungeness on May 4 where it stayed until May 15 (bar a one night stand at Rye
Harbour). On May 21 it was in the Worthing area, on May 22 off Selsey Bill and on May
23 Mark Palmer saw it going back east off Titchfield Haven. From May 26 to 28 it has
been seen regularly on the east bank of the River Adur opposite Shoreham airfield
during each low tide - it spends its time catching 'worms' in the river mud, walking down
to the water's edge to wash each worm before eating it, then walking back to search for
more (some birders think this is undignified behaviour in a Tern which should spend its
time demostrating how elegantly it can fly!)
21. Roseate Tern: There have been no reports of these since May 20 (when a couple of
them left the Hill Head area after a week long stay there) until May 28 when one turned
up at the Testwood Lakes, sat on the water for 15 minutes then flew back south down
Southampton Water
22. Little Tern: I have not seen any news from the Hayling Oysterbeds since I was there
on May 26 and found (a) no sign of the raft launched on May 17 and (b) around 20
birds milling round or perched on the island as if they were intending to nest at the
south end of the island.
23. Whiskered Tern: No further news since my last bulletin but I have since then received
via Richard Carpenter a photo taken by Ted Pressey of the bird perched alongside a
Sandwich Tern on a rail in the water at Titchfield Haven - this shows how small the
Whiskered Tern is despite being the largest of the three Marsh Terns.
24. Nightjar: On May 25, before the very hot day on May 27, Nightjar were churring in
three places, John Goodspeed had at least two in Havant Thicket, Simon Woolly heard
one in Great Covert wood near North Baddesley and Paul James heard one at 10am in
the Stanley Common area just over the Sussex border from Liphook
25. Swift: May 26 brought the first report of a sighting of two birds 'mating on the wing' over
Luccombe Down near Ventnor on the IoW, and the birds are now being reported in
large numbers everywhere. I even had 8 circling over my part of Havant on the evening
of May 28 but I think that at most three pairs are thinking of nesting here.
26. Bee Eater: One was seen for a few minutes at Portland Bill before vanishing into mist
on May 25 and on May 27 one was seen over the Shoreham airfield in the Worthing
area
27. Red-rumped Swallow: On May 21 a single bird was reported to be in the Titchfield
Haven area, and on May 27 three birds were seen around Portland Bill for a short while
before they flew south out to sea.
28. Ring Ouzel: I have never heard the song of this species but Brian Fellows has done so
when in Scotland and Brian thinks that an unusual piping song which he has heard
coming from a wood called Hatchgates (on a hill top south east of West Marden on the
Chichester to Petersfield road) on both May 26 and 27 could possibly be a Ring Ouzel
though he admits it is unlikely.
29. Grasshopper Warbler: On May 25 one was heard reeling in the Fishlake Meadows
area north of Romsey where the habitat would be to the liking of this species.

30. Reed Warbler: A very unusual bird for my garden list here in Havant on May 29 was a
Reed Warbler singing from the Hayling Billy Trail passing the back of my garden.
31. Chiff Chaff: The first fledged juveniles were out of their nest in the Pannel Valley near
Rye on May 27
32. Spotted Flycatcher: Three of these were somewhere in the north Hayling area (just
passing through) on May 25 - the only ones I have heard of in the Havant area this
spring.
33. Bearded Tit: Young were out of their nests at Titchfield Haven on May 16, one day
earlier than a similar report from the Pannel Valley near Rye
34. Red-backed Shrike: I have already reported one in the Dungeness area on May 13
and 14, and now we have one in Hampshire. On May 27 it was seen in a field close to
the south side of the M3 just east of Basingstoke - said to be looking healthy but having
a large growth near its vent.
35. Woodchat Shrike: Again a second for the year after the one at Portland on May 2, the
new one was on the Isle of Wight near the Bembridge Windmill on May 27, seen by a
path leading down to the airfield.
36. Bullfinch: On May 26 I paused to scan Langstone harbour when I reached the point
where the path coming from Langstone Bridge round the south of 'Texaco Bay' meets
the north end of the Hayling Coastal path and was surprised when a female or juvenile
Bullfinch landed on a bush beside me before flying south towards the Oysterbeds.
37. Yellowhammer: Several people have commented on a shortage of these this year,
and currently Richard Carpenter tells me he has fewer than usual on his CBC plot at
Brownwich while Alan Lewis notes that there are very few in the Test Valley just south
of Stockbridge. The one bird which was seen twice on the Warblington Farm fields
could not be found on our May 23 visit but my trip down the Hayling Coastal path did
detect three different singing birds on May 26
38. Reed Bunting: I hear that Barry Duffin is reported to have said that there are fewer
than usual at Titchfield Haven this year.
39. Corn Bunting: An unexpected report from Dungeness is of a flock of 34 birds seen
there on May 27
PLANTS
1. Adders Tongue Fern: Already fertile at Farlington Marshes on May 8 I saw a good
show at Hilsea Lines in Portsmouth on May 25
2. Yellow Horned Poppy
: Starting to flower on south Hayling on May 26
3. Rock Rose
: Already seen flowering on Portsdown by John Goodspeed on May 11 I saw my first
flowers in the Fort Purbrook area on May 25
4. Childing Pink
: Flowering on Sinah Common (Hayling) on May 26 when I counted 42 flowering stems
5. Nottingham Catchfly
: One plant flowering on May 26 at Sinah Common (29 stems visible about to flower)
6. Little Robin

: Apparently having a better than usual season on South Hayling
7. Shinging Cranesbill
: This has greatly extended its foothold in Havant in recent years and on May 27 when
I happened to be in the carpark near the library at Whitchurch I saw one tiny plant with
two flowers which may be a new site for the species (nothing marked in the Hants Flora
for the whole 10 km square)
8. Hop Trefoil
: First of the summer seen on south Hayling on May 26
9. Knotted Clover (T. striatum)
: Flowering on shingle at Sinah (south Hayling) on May 26
10. Meadow Vetchling
: Flowering on Milton Common in Southsea on May 27
11. Sainfoin: A great show of flowering plants on Portsdown on May 25, seen just below
the carpark immediately east of the London Road/Portsdown Hill Road junction
12. Caper Spurge: Not yet flowering but flower buds developing on plants at South
Hayling on May 26
13. Corky-fruited Water Dropwort: One plant starting to flower in the open grassland
between Saltmarsh Lane and the Hayling Coastal Path on May 26
14. Purple Toadflax: Flowering as a weed in my garden by May 26
15. Viper's Bugloss: One plant flowering on Sinah Common on May 26
16. Hoary Plantain: Flowering on Portsdown on May 25
17. Sheep's Bit: Starting to flower on south Hayling on May 26
18. Hedge Bedstraw: One or two flowers starting to open on Portsdown on May 25
19. Sticky Groundsel: First flowers on south Hayling on May 26
20. Marsh Thistle: Starting to flower in the Brownwich area near Titchfield on Mar 23
when I also found some in flower at Warblington.
21. Slender Thistle: This was in flower in Havant (Southmoor Lane) on May 22 but I was
pleased to see a further show at the Hayling Oysterbeds on May 26
22. Salsify
: This purple flowered relative of Goat's Beard was out on Hayling on May 26
23. Black Bryony: In full flower at the Hilsea Lines in Portsmouth on May 25
24. Common Spotted Orchids: John Goodspeed found the first flowering on Portsdown
on May 22
25. Common Quaking or Totter Grass (Briza media): Found on Portsdown both by
myself and Brian Fellows on May 25
26. Yorkshire Fog: Found in Emsworth by Brian Fellows on May 25
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:

o

Emperor

o

Downy Emerald

: First of the year was at Titchfield Haven on May 27
: First seen by Richard Carpenter in Botley Woods on May 15

2. Butterflies
:
o

Clouded Yellow

o

Small Blue

o

Adonis Blue

o

Painted Lady

o

Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary

o

Pearl Bordered Fritillary

o

Marsh Fritillary

o

Glanville Fritillary

o

Wall Brown

o

Small Heath

: First of the year in Hampshire was seen at Martin Down on May 27 by Mike
Duffy
: The estimate of more than 80 at Martin Down on May 15 had become more
than 100 there on May 27
: The first seen this year were at Martin Down on May 26, seen by Mike Duffy.
May 27 brought another report of six out at Martin Down plus three fresh males
at Old Winchester Hill and 'many' in the chalk pit at Brook on the IoW.
: No sign of any mass migration yet but a couple of these insects seen at Chilton
Chine on the IoW coast near Brighstone on May 27 were the fifteenth report
which I have seen this year.
: By May 27 the number at Bentley Wood had increased to an estimate of 40
and on May 28 there were also 7 in Pamber Forest north of Basingstoke.
: Ashley Whitlock counted 42 in Parkhill Inclosure east of the Lyndhurst to
Brockenhurst road on May 26 and said that many were newly emerged.
: These have started to emerge at the one or two sites where they still hang on
in Hampshire but details are being kept quiet to avoid pressure on those sites if you wish to see them Pewsey Down in Wiltshire (near Upavon on the Andover
to Devizes road) had around 30 on show on May 28
: I have already reported the first out in the Ventnor area of the IoW on May 1
and by May 27 there were more than 30 to be seen at Chilton Chine near
Brighstone and also on May 27 at least 5 were out at Hordle Cliffs on the
Hampshire mainland.
: On May 15 Tony Wilson was lucky enough to have one in the garden of his
new home at Edburton (northern foot of the downs north of Brighton).
Portsdown Hill remains one of the best places to see them but on May 25 two
were seen on the Keyhaven Marshes (first of year for that site)
: Sightings are getting more numerous and widespread and on May 27 Ashley
Whitlock counted 40 at Martin Down but counts elsewhere are generally in ones
and twos.

3. Moths
: A good list of newcomers to my year list...
o

Ethmia bipunctella

o

Ancylis badiana

o

Epiblema cynosbatella

o

Garden Pebble

o

Mullein Wave

o

The Vestal

o

Flame Carpet

o

Yellow Shell

o

Common Marbled Carpet

o

Argent & Sable

o

Mottled Pug

o

Freyers Pug

o

Grey Pug

o

Cypress Pug

o

Dwarf Pug

o

Green Pug

o

Lesser Treble-bar

: Several at Rye Harbour (where the larvae feed on Vipers Bugloss) on May 25
: Seen by Paul Boswell at Greywell on May 25
: One taken in Eastleigh on May 26
: Also at Eastleigh on May 26
: One on the Pennington Marshes on May 25
: Reported from the Pannel Valley in East Sussex on May 27
: As for The Vestal
: One at Martin Down on May 26
: Taken by Richard Carpenter at Hill Head on May 26
: Seen by day at Bentley Wood on May 23
: Taken in Eastleigh on May 26
: Also at Eastleigh on May 26
: As above
: As above
: Taken in Basingstoke on May 25
: Eastleigh on May 26
: Botley Woods on May 22

o

Small Seraphim

o

Clouded Border

: Eastleigh on May 26
: Hill Head on May 27

o

Sharp-angled Peacock

o

Scorched Wing

o

Scalloped Hazel

o

Willow Beauty

o

Common Heath

o

Lime Hawkmoth

o

Elephant Hawkmoth

o

Cream-spot Tiger

o

Setaceous Hebrew Character

o

The Nutmeg

o

Common Wainscot

o

Cosmopolitan

o

Burnished Brass

: Taken at Titchfield Haven on May 18
: First of year at Pannel Valley in East Sussex on May 27
: Another for Eastleigh on May 26
: First was at Pennington Marshes on May 25 with others at Eastleigh on May
26 and Hill Head on May 27
: Seen in the New Forest on May 27
: One taken by Paul Boswell at Greywell near Fleet on May 25
: First taken at Pennington Marshes, Lymington, on May 25
: One on the IoW (Chilton Chine) on May 27
: A tie on May 26 between Jon Stokes at Portchester and Simon Ingram at
Eastleigh
: Taken at Greywell on May 25
: One at Rye Harbour on May 25
: At Portland Bill on May 27
: At Eastleigh on May 26

4. Other Insects
:
o

Caddis Fly

o

Wood Tiger Beetle

o

Green Tiger Beetle

o

Oedemera nobilis ('Thigh' beetle)

o

Black-headed Cardinal Beetle

: One unspecified at Edburton on the Sussex Downs on May 27
: First seen in Botley Woods on May 22
: Also seen in Botley Woods on May 22 but there had been a previous report of
many out in Hastings Country Park on March 26
: Seen on Portsdown by Brian Fellows on May 25

: A speciality of ancient woodland in the Weald found in Brede High Wood north
of Hastings on May 26
OTHER
1. Muntjac deer: One seen in Botley Woods on May 21
2. Albino Grey Squirrel
: Another sighting somewhere in Southsea on May 28
3. Marsh Frog
: When Richard Ford told us of one in the New Forest on May 22 he did not mention if
his attention had been drawn to it by the loud croaking which they make at this time of
year, but confirmation that they are holding their annual concert comes from the Rye
area - on May 26 the RX-wildlife website which covers the Rye Bay area has a picture
of one looking bright green and as if it was blowing bubble-gum out of both ears. The
website text with the picture reads .. "Today’s warm weather has enabled spring to
really get going again and the ditches have been alive with the sound of Marsh Frogs
'laughing'. Next time you hear one, have a close look at the spectacular cheek pouches
that they use to produce the sound".
4. Adder
: When Adrian Hoskins was looking for butterflies in the Botany Bay woodland near
Chiddingfold in Surrey on May 28 he did something which I have nearly done on more
than one occasion - he trod on an Adder. No mention of it trying to object to this
treatment, just relief from Adrian that he had not hurt the poor defenceless creature!
5. Slow-worm
: Perhaps these are more aware of the possibility of various creatures attacking them
than are Adders - at any rate I agree with Peter Vaughan that it is less common to see
a Slow-worm basking in the sun on open ground than it is to see an Adder doing so. To
prove the exception to the rule on May 21 Peter did find one out on a bare path in the
Greywell area near the Basingstoke Canal, and he comments that it lived up to its
name by moving off only slowly. My Readers Digest book description of these Lizards
says that they can move fast if disturbed and I can vouch for this having seen one in
the past racing to get away from a fast moving Magpie in my garden - I think it
managed to do so despite several attempts to spear it by the Magpie which was
hopping and half-flying at high speed.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2505
Thu 26 May
A. West Hayling and Sinah Common
A cycle ride from Havant to Gunner Point this morning gave me a very good list of
freshly flowering plants denied me a view of the tern raft at the Oysterbeds - it has
presumably already been ‘withdrawn from service’ - though the Little Terns were
starting to nest on the solid island.
The first surprise of the ride was to see a Bullfinch (female or juv) making its way
down the Hayling Coastal path, arriving on a bush close to me where I stopped to get
my first view of the oysterbeds and Langstone Harbour from the point where the path
around ‘Texaco Bay’ meets the very north end of the coastal path.
I got the best views of 20+ Little Terns from the south side of the lagoon and also saw
one Ringed Plover chick on the island apparently abandoned by its parents, though
one did fly in and off again while I was there. While on the south bund wall of the

lagooon I searched in vain for the Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea plant which should
soon be coming into flower, the only new plants flowering in the area were the Slender
Thistles which are now starting to flower on your left as you start back along the north
shore of Stoke Bay towards the carpark.
The next point of interest was the Saltmarsh Lane ‘open space’ where several plants of
Pale Flax are now in flower and as a bonus I found one plant of Corky-fruited Water
Dropwort with a white flowered umbel.
Crossing Ferry Road from Staunton Avenue I almost immediately found the English
Stonecrop in flower with a good show of Hedgerow Cranesbill next to the Duke of
Argyll’s Teaplant which has already lost all its first flowers. Also in this area the strong
new growth on the remaining Holm Oaks was striking, and I noted the beginnings of
flowers on Caper Spurge plants near the fenceline of the gardens.
On the south side of the bushes here the Childing Pink was in excellent flowering
condition with some 42 flowers open, none of them yet having become tatty or dropped
their petals. What’s more a careful look round the open ground gave me one plant of
Sheep’s Bit having two individual flowers already open, and in the sandy ground
Sticky Groundsel was also in flower.
Crossing to the shore area south of the beach huts I found Knotted Clover (T.
striatum) already out, and by the skateboard park Salisfy was boldly showing its
colour while the few tiny plants of Alkanet were hiding their blue in the grass.
The main beach south of the golf course had several surprises. As well as the great
show of Sea Kale I saw a few Yellow Horned Poppies open and one plant of Vipers
Bugloss. Little Robin seems to be having a good year - no need to search for it as the
tiny pink flowers with their yellow stamens were crowding around the base of
numerous bushes along a line dividing the grass from the shingle allowing me to see
them as I cycled along. I did get off at one point and happened to come across my first
Hop Trefoil.
Moving further west the orchids have more of less vanished, replaced by a great show
of Tree Lupins, but I stopped in what had been the centre of orchid colony, ticking the
Subterranean Clover and Birds Foot which I had seen on my last visit before finding
the object of my search here - nearly 30 stems of Nottingham Catchfly, just one of
them already having an open flower.
Both Skylark and Meadow Pipit were singing here and earlier I had seen a pair of
Stonechats (no young this time) and several Linnets. The grass had a good number
of Common Blue butterflies, and among the sand dunes I chanced on a single Small
Copper. At the north end of the public carpark south of the Ferry a few Common
Poppies were out.
Wed 25 May
A. Hilsea Lines and Portsdown east
Having heard that John Goodspeed has already found Common Spotted Orchids
flowering on Portsdown, and having seen Bob Chapman’s recent pictures of Adder’s
Tongue Fern flowering in the ‘hay field’ at Farlington Marshes, I drove to Hilsea Lines
in Portsmouth in the hopes of seeing both, which I did. The site on the south site of the
old ramparts alongside Scott Road at Hilsea is becoming more shaded by trees each
year and the Adder’s Tongue plants, though still plentiful here, are perhaps smaller
and duller in colour than those bathed by sunshine and rain at Farlington Marshes but
this year there was a more noticeable difference in their appearance. Normally (in past
years) the majority of the plants are just leafy (with no fertile spathe), and those that are

fertile have their spathe dominated by a much taller leaf blade. This year I was
surprised by the large proportion of the plants that did have a spathe, and by the fact
that most of the spathes stood out well above the rather small leaf blades. This may be
just a quirk of unusual weather earlier in the year, but it suggested to me that the plants
felt they were sonn to be shaded out, and starved of water, by the trees, and were
make a last gasp attempt to ensure their futute by putting all their strength into their
reproductive efforts ( a common reaction among plants of all types that know they are
on the way out). While in the area I did find a couple of plants of Common Spotted
Orchid show the colour of their flower buds, but not properly in flower.
My next port of call was the brow of Portsdown just east of the old A3 London Road,
using the carpark just east of the slip road from Portsdown Hill Road to the Portsmouth
bound side of the London Road. Below this carpark is an area that is not mown
because of its wildflower interest and today it had a lovely swathe of Sainfoin at the
peak of its flowering.
From here I walked across the downhill slip road to a much bigger unmown area just
east of the A3, and here I found a mass of flowers and at least 20 Common Blue
butterflies. Among a large number of plant species that I have seen before - Wild
Thyme, Birds Foot Trefoil, Ox-eye Daisies - there were several firsts for my
personal yearlist. Fairy Flax and Hoary Plantain were the first to be seen, then came
Kidney Vetch and Totter Grass (Briza media). Looking from the bridge over the A3 I
could see, on the cutting slope east of the road below, several Hieracium plants with
umbellate flower heads but with no stem leaves, and by the slip road on the west side
of the A3, when looking at the Sickle Medick plant that is a long way from flowering, I
found a few flowers opening on nearby Hedge Bedstraw.
Driving down to Fort Purbrook I parked in the cul de sac road south of College Road.
Here a good show of Common Gromwell was not new but flowering Rock Rose was.
Along the track running parallel to the road going up Portsdown I found quite a few
Common Spotted Orchids in flower and saw that flowers on Privet will soon be out
but the chief excitement was overhead when a Hobby flew low south over the fort
pursued by Swallows and Crows. On my way back to the car I noted Holly Blue and
Small White, and had a close up of Common Blues mating on a grass head. My last
note here was of a bright green flower beetle resting in the open flower of a
buttercup, making itself as obvious to the world as it possibly could - the beetle could
have been Cryptocephalus hypochaeridis.
Finally I extended my drive home with a visit to Southmoor Lane in Brockhampton
where I was able to prove, by finding one in flower, that the roadside plants I had found
last Sunday were indeed Knotted Hedge Parsley. My instructions for finding them
given in Sunday’s notes could be improved as follows. From the mini-roundabout at
the north end of Southmoor Lane (junction with Harts Farm Way, Brookside Road and
Brockhampton Road coming south over the A27) drive south for about 200 metres
passing two tall street lamps before coming to a single (and I think disused) telegraph
pole (with the massive multi-post structure carrying multiple power lines over
Southmoor Lane a little way beyond this single post. Immediately after passing the
post you can turn right into a disused entrance into Budds Farm sewage works and
park in that entrance.
Getting out of your vehicle walk back across the road to the single telegraph pole, and
you will find the plants covering much of the area between the pavement and the
wooden fence set back from it south from the pole to the next entance into a Lewmar
factory (a stretch of about 15 metres by one metre wide).

Finally today was a red-letter day at home with the arrival, seen two or three times
during the day and looking set to stay, of six Swifts and two House Martins (both the
best part of a month later than expected).
B. (Wed2505) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2205
BIRDS
1. Cormorant: Eleven nests of these birds could be seen on the IoW cliffs south east of
the Needles on May 22. A count of 43 Cormorants seen in that area gives no idea of
the size of the breeding colony - were they breeding adults, casual visitors, or did the
count include juveniles?
2. Cattle Egret
: One was in a field (with cows!) by the Sussex Ouse in the Southease area halfway
between Lewes and Newhaven on both May 22 and 24. The first sighting seems to
have been by Les Bird who, in his report to the SOS website, commented on the bird's
appearance saying (my summary of his words) "Orange tone to crown and back noted
- breast patch looked to be a shade or more darker - yellow bill"
3. Mute Swan
: The pair nesting on the IBM Lake in Portsmouth had six cygnets out on the water with
them on May 24 (news from Kevin Stouse) but the biggest brood so far seems to have
been one of seven cygnets in the Pannel Valley west of Rye.
4. Teal
: On May 17 Martin Hampton had seen a pair of Teal fly in and land on Langstone Mill
Pond so my own sighting of a male there on May 23 suggests that they could be
nesting.
5. Shoveler
: Also from the Pannel Valley in East Sussex comes news of the first two broods of
Shoveler ducklings that I have heard of.
6. Ruddy Duck
: The male which appeared on the stream at Farlington Marshes on May 16 (and was
still there on May 18) could have been in the area for some time as Tim Doran has told
us that a similar male was on the IBM Lake on May 6 and 7 (and probably moved to
Titchfield Haven where one was seen on May 11). The only other places where these
birds have been reported in Hampshire this year are Alresford Pond, The Vyne north of
Basingstoke and Blashford Lakes (with one report of two flying in to the Keyhaven area
among other spring migrants on April 25). Other possible places of origin are the
Chichester gravel pits and Swanbrourne Lake at Arundel but I favour the theory
implied in Russell Wynn's report of two arriving at Keyhaven as migrants - that they
have arrived across the Channel.
7. Hobby
: The town dwelling bird frequenting the High Street area of Crawley was seen again by
Mark O'Shea from his office window on May 23 (ten days after the first sighting there)
8. Peregrine
: Other than human predators descending on ropes to steal Peregrine chicks a
Peregrine nest on a sheer cliff face seems a pretty safe place for the birds to raise a
family but one nest on the Seven Sisters cliffs just west of Beachy Head has just
disappeared in a cliff fall after being used successfully for at least three years.

9. Red-legged Partridge
: A pair were seen on the Warblington Farm fields on May 23 - they have been seen
occasionally there for several years but ususally manage to evade detection during our
CBC visits.
10. Pheasant
: Adult Pheasants are common enough everywhere in the countryside but I have
always assumed that the supply of them is kept up by birds that have been reared for
shooting managing to escape. Maybe there is more feral breeding that I had thought as
on May 23 I came on one hen bird in the Warblington fields with a crowd of tiny chicks.
11. Purple Sandpiper: Tim Doran tells us that a pair were to be seen regularly at
Southsea Castle up to May 18
12. Gull-billed Tern: The bird that was in the Dungeness/Rye Harbour area from May 4 to
15 seems to have then headed slowly west, being seen off the Worthing shore on May
21, then giving close views at Selsey Bill on May 22 and on May 23 being reported off
Titchfield Haven.
13. Little Tern: By May 26 a few pairs were showing signs of nesting on the island at the
Hayling Oysterbeds (where the raft launched on May 17 to give them a safer site not
subject to high tides had mysteriously disappeared)
14. Short-eared Owl: A late bird turned up at Portland on May 22
15. Swift: What seems to have been a major arrival of more birds across the Channel on
May 24 brought more than 100 to Rye Harbour and at least 60 to the Emsworth area
that day. Maybe by co-incidence the first six Swifts to show an interest in nest sites
around my home in Havant turned up on May 25 - I did not see them entering nest
holes but a group of six were over the area several times that day. Reports indicate
that many House Martins and Swallows also arrived on May 24 and I also had the first
two House Martins over my garden on May 25
16. Wryneck: First report for this year comes from the Woods Mill HQ of the Sussex
Wildlife Trust by the River Adur at Henfield where on May 23 one was 'reported to have
been seen in a garden'. Some years ago a Wryneck spent a whole week of late April in
a Rowlands Castle garden eating ants on the patio!
17. Rock Pipit: In recent years these birds seem to have been breeding along the south
coast in slowly increasing numbers, with reports of them spreading east from
Hengistbury Head to the Calshot area. This year they have for the first time been found
nesting in Southsea where Tim Doran has been watching a pair feeding young that
hatched two weeks ago - he says they are not in the least disturbed by lots of human
activity around the nest site.
18. Reed Warbler: On May 23 these were heard singing in six different places on the
Warblington Farm - three of the sites were in thick scrub away from water (where the
new reeds have not yet grown enough for nest building to begin).
19. Firecrest: It appears likely that the number breeding in southern England is increasing
and recently John Eyre has been encouraging Hampshire birders to discover new sites
where they may be breeding by listening for their song. He has been doing just that
himself but has come up with a major flaw in the plan - one Firecrest that he heard and
saw demonstrated that it was able to switch between the Firecrest and the Goldcrest
version of the song with ease, making the job a lot more difficult. If someone goes on to
show that Goldcrest can give the Firecrest song positive visual identification will be
needed in each case and that will be very difficult.

20. Goldfinch: A family party were on the wing at Warblington Farm on May 23 (also a
Long-tailed Tit family was seen)
21. Hawfinch: A party of SOS birders visiting the New Forest on May 22 found these
elusive birds in four distinct locations, one of the sightings being of a family party.
22. Corn Bunting: While the latest news includes reports of singing Corn Bunting in the
Stockbridge/Kings Somborne area of the Test Valley, and from Whale Chine on the
IoW, a note from Cliff Dean says that they are now rare in his home patch around
Winchelsea (Rye area) which is the only place to have had substantial numbers last
winter.
PLANTS
1. Sainfoin and other plants seen by myself today (May 25) at Hilsea Lines, on
Portsdown, and at Southmoor Lane are listed in today's diary entry but have not yet got
into my database - they will appear in these notes in my next update. This also applies
to plants mentioned in my diary entry for my visit to Hayling Island on May 26
2. Small Nettle
: Not a very exciting plant but its first flowers for this season were seen by me at
Warblington on May 23
3. Southern Marsh Orchid
: Following the first flowers at Titchfield Haven on May 20 I could find none at
Langstone South Moors on May 22 but found six in flower at Warblington Farm on May
23
4. Marsh Arrowgrass
: One flower spike (not yet in flower) was seen in the Warblington SSSI on May 23
5. Grasses
: On May 23 Brian Fellows found Rough Meadow Grass and False Oat Grass in
flower at Emsworth (Brook Meadow) and I saw Marsh Foxtail in the Warblington SSSI
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Four-spotted Chaser

o

Red-eyed Damselfly

: The first of these for the year was seen at Dungeness on May 21, joining the
Hairy Dragonflies and Broad-bodied Chasers which first appeared on May 1
and Apr 20 respectively (though the Apr 20 record from Portland Bill was not
backed by other sightings until May 6)
: These also first appeared at Dungeness on May 21 when there were said to be
many on the wing.

2. Butterflies
: No new species but of local interest ..
o

Small Blue
: The first for the year had been seen on May 1 on the IoW but it was not until
May 20 that Ashley Whitlock saw one on Portsdown and in the latest news
Adrian Hoskins reports 5 very fresh specimens seen on Portsdown on May 21

3. New Moths
: New for the year list are ...

o

Common Swift

o

The Forester

o

Argyresthia trifasciata

o

Coleophora ibipennella

: Found in the Pannel Valley west of Rye on May 23
: Seen on Odiham Common on May 22
: One for the specialists! A first for South Hampshire was recorded at Hedge
End (Southampton) by Dave Hamilton on May 20
: Another enthusiast find was made by Tim Norriss on an oak leaf in the Hartley
Witney area where Winter Moth larvae have been stripping the oak trees bare.
Coleophora species have leaf-mining larvae which specialise in outgrowing the
tiny mines they make within the leaf, and when the break out from inside the leaf
they spin themselves a portable case of silk in which they move around with
their bodies protected in much the same way as a Caddis fly larva. When the
larva finds a juicy bit of leaf to eat it attaches its case to the leaf surface, then
sticks its head out to enjoy the meal before unhitching its tent and moving on.
Tim's find on May 21 seems to have been just one of the empty cases without a
larva in it.

o

Small Grass Emerald

o

Blood-vein

o

Small Phoenix

o

Grey Pine Carpet

o

Brown Silver-line

: A rare and tiny heathland moth found by Richard Coomber in the Shatterford
area of the New Forest on May 22
: A first found in the Lymington area by Russell Wynn shortly before May 20 (no
date)
: A first taken by Nick Montegriffo in the Basingstoke area on May 19
: Also taken by Nick on the same night
: More than ten of these seen by Peter Vaughan on Hook Common in north
Hampshire in May 22

o

Eyed Hawkmoth

o

Heart and Dart

o

Dog's Tooth

o

Clouded-bordered Brindle

o

Rustic Shoulder-knot

: A first found in the Lymington area by Russell Wynn shortly before May 20 (no
date)
: Another report with no date - taken by Mike Wall in Basingstoke area before
May 19
: A first found in the Lymington area by Russell Wynn shortly before May 20 (no
date)
: A first found in the Lymington area by Russell Wynn shortly before May 20 (no
date)

: Another report with no date - taken by Mike Wall in Basingstoke area before
May 19
o

Marbled Minor

o

Vine's Rustic

: Another report with no date - taken by Mike Wall in Basingstoke area before
May 19
: Another report with no date - taken by Mike Wall in Basingstoke area before
May 19

4. Other moths of interest
:
o

Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth

o

Early Grey

: Although one had been seen at Bentley Wood (west of Stockbridge) on May 8
several were out feeding at Bugle on May 22 when Colin Baker recorded four of
them
: One was reported as early as Jan 29 but these moths have been regularly
seen since March 8 and Mike Wall was surprised that he could still find one in
his trap on May 19

5. Other insects
:
o

Cryptocephalus hypochaeridis
: This is a candidate name for a bright green flower beetle which I found
resting in the bright yellow flower of a buttercup on Portsdown on May 25
looking as if it had foresworn all attempt at camouflage from predators. I have
often wondered about this lack of camouflage in the past as (unlike those
insects which wear bright red, or yellow and black wasp like stripes to show they
are poisonous or dangerous to predators) green is not normally a warning
colour in the natural world. I now have a possible answer to this puzzle, taken
from the Really Wild Show on TV intended for children. The answer suggested
there to this very problem was that the bright green colour is not intrisic in the
beetle's elytra but (like the colours on a Kingfisher or the blue on a Purple
Emperor) is the result of the structure of the elytra reflecting the light
(irridescence). We all know how, with the brilliant blue on a Purple Emperor,
what you seen depends entirely on the angle at which you see the sunlight
reflected from the butterfly's wing. The suggestion about the beetle is that its
colour, when seen through the eye of a bird, is actually a very effective
camouflage - where to our eyes the insect is extremely obvious to a bird it may
be invisible. Can anyone enlarge on this theory?

OTHER
1. Marsh Frog: Almost twice the size of a Common Frog (12.5 cm long against 7.5 cm)
and very noisy in May and June (their mating season) the Marsh Frog is pretty
unmistakeable (though I do not know if it bears any resemblance to the dreaded
American Bullfrog). The Marsh Frog reached this country from Hungary in 1935 thanks
to one Percy Smith who imported them to his garden in Kent on the edge of Romney
Marsh onto which they soon escaped and flourished. I have not heard of them in
Hampshire but on May 22 Richard Ford came on one in the Beaulieu Road station
area of the New Forest. If anyone with knowledge of amphibia happens to read this I
would be very interested in hearing more about the spread of these Marsh Frogs (and
also about the population of European Tree Frogs which Colin Tubbs - in his New

Naturalist monograph on the New Forest (1986) - mentioned as persisting around
some pools there)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2205
Mon 23 May
A. Around Warblington and Langstone
Despite one heavy shower just after arriving at Warblington Farm for another Common
Bird Census visit it was a sunny and pleasant morning’s outing. Before the rain I
watched three pairs of Swallows feeding over the Pook Lane pony stables. They
have not yet settled down on their nests but in the nearby fields the Starlings had a
horde of youngsters out and fending for themselves.
Down on the shore the mud seemed devoid of birds - my first scan showed just one
Oystercatcher and a few distant Black-headed Gulls but when the rain started the
gulls flew from the shore into one of the fields recently mown for silage where they
could be seen searching for any worms or insects brought into the open by the rain
(everyone has seen Black-headed Gulls paddling their feet on the shore and has heard
the theory that they do this make any worms lurking undreground come to the surface
- the padding of the feet is supposed to sound like rain-drops falling on the surface).
Genuine rain presumably has the same effect, but why the worms re-act to it in this
way remains a mystery to me - do they fear drowning if they stay down and the soil
becomes waterlogged? do they come up for a drink of fresh water? or do they think
they have a better chance of escaping surface predators while it is raining than when it
is fine - though that begs the question as to why they come up in the first place!
Before the morning was over I had seen 6 Shelduck and heard 1 Whimbrel on the
shore as well as ticking Herring and Great Black-back gulls (plus at least one Med
Gull) and one or two Sandwich Terns.
In the cemetery one Magpie had a juvenile out with it and in the farmyard another
two pairs of Swallow were on territory but the most exciting find in this early part of
the round was not a bird but the discovery of at least six flowering spikes of
Southern Marsh orchid. Another point of interest was concerned with the cattle rather
than the wildlife - on the marshy field with the orchids there were no cattle to be seen
though there were a lot in an adjacent field with walk-through access. As I was about to
leave the field I was surprised and worried to find a calf, not more than a few days
old, lying motionless in the long damp grass, its coat matted by the recent rain. I
went close to it but it did no more than blink its eyelids so at the end of my round I went
to the farmhouse and told the farmer that I thought it might be ill or at least deserted by
its mother but he told me he had checked it earlier in the morning and went on to say
something I did not know - that cattle, like deer, leave their young in some
inconpicuous place while they go to forage, and the young animals remain motionless
by instinct.
Also in the marshy field I found a first flower spike of Marsh Arrowgrass and Marsh
Foxtail grass in flower, and in a much drier field I found my first flowering plants of
Small Nettle for this year.
Unexpected birds on the farm this morning were a pair of Red-leg Partridge (seen by
Tony Gutteridge) and a hen Pheasant with a family of very young chicks proving
the the many Pheasants do breed here. Tony also saw some 70 Swifts heading north
but my only other birds of any interest were a Cuckoo, a Lesser Whitethroat singing
continuously (presumably because it has not yet attracted a mate) and three Egrets.

Reed Warblers were also interesting in that three of them were in thick hedges away
from the water (three others were in reeds).
At the end of my visit the air had warmed and bought out a few butterflies though all I
saw were two Holly Blues, a Red Admiral and a Green Veined White.
In the late afternoon, on my poster delivery round, I had a major surprise in finding an
adult male Teal on Langstone pond, showing openly. A week ago, at dusk on May
17, Martin Hampton had seen a pair of Teal fly in and land on the pond, so it really
seems likely that a pair are trying to nest here this year. Also at Langstone the Cetti’s
Warbler still sings sporadically, and the Mute Swan pair still have all four cygnets
on the sea - as it was low tide today they were in the Lymbourne stream channel on the
seaward side of the Mill buildings, so close to the buildings that you could only see the
whole family by walking in through gate to the Mill property and peering over the
parapet of the bridge over which vehicles access the Mill.

Wildlife diary and news for May 16 - 22 (Week 20)
Sun 22 May
A. Havant and Langstone South Moors
In past years I expected to see locally nesting Swifts over my garden daily from May 1
to July 31 but in recent years the dates at which the birds come and go have become
much less reliable and the number of birds fewer. This year I did not see any local birds
until May 8, when just one was seen, followed by two seen a couple of times on May 9.
Maybe they were looking for nest sites and could not find them because I have had no
more sightings until today (when the count was up to three birds!). What the future will
bring is uncertain but I am pretty well resigned to writing off Swifts as local breeders
(i.e. local enough to bring the birds regularly over my garden) as I had to do with the
House Martins which built four nests on my house each year in the late 1960s when
we arrived in Havant (last year a few of them were still nesting on houses near enough
for the birds to come and feed over the trees along the Billy Trail at the end of my
garden, but this year I have not yet seen or heard one from the garden).
The clear skies which brought the Swifts this morning persuaded me to take a walk,
and news of Southern Marsh orchid in flower at Titchfield Haven suggested that the
orchid field on the Langstone South Moors would be a good destination so I set out
though Havant towards the Langbrook Stream.
First notable sighting was a family of Long-tailed Tits in Juniper Square where a
single plant of Common Mallow was in flower. By the stream I found Holly Blue,
Green Veined White and Orange Tip on the wing, and a short detour around the
entrance to the Autoliv factory (where the grass is rich in wild flowers) gave me an
unexpected Common Blue which landed in the grass to let me see its underwing
pattern.
Back by the stream I found flower buds on Water Figwort and found Horse Radish in
flower. An old bonfire site where the soil has been enriched by dumping and burning of
garden waste held my attention for a time while I puzzled over some small flowered
cress plants which I eventually decided where young examples of Wavy Bittercress
which had been forced by the tall grass around them to grow unusually tall and thin.
Further downstream where the banks have become cultivated gardens several
Foxgloves were in full flower.

Reaching the South Moors I looked to my left as I came to the end of the narrow cattle
track by which the cattle reach the grass of the moors from their byre. There, just in the
small hayfield at the south edge of the old orchard, was my first Fox cub of the year
sitting in the sun with his eyes fixed on rabbits out in the field. I watched him for several
minutes before leaving him to his dreams of rabbit pie and heading for the orchid field.
Crossing the wet ditch which keeps most people from wandering onto the area south of
the Autoliv factory where the orchids grow I found a good showing of Large
Bittercress plants in the water, and in the damp grassland I came on another personal
first for the year - Lesser Stitchwort. At the north end of the field there was a great
show of Yellow Flag, and much less conspicuously Plicate Sweet-grass was starting
to flower but there was no sign of any orchid flower (I did see the green leaves of just
two plants!).
Heading west to Southmoor Lane along the new path with the view of parked dustcarts
(showing their dirty, gaping backsides for greater effect) I found the first flowers on
Weld and was surprised by a cluster of flowering Common Poppies. Along side
Southmoor Lane the wonderful show of Slender Thistle had started with several
plants having their small pink flowers open.
Climbing Budds Mound to view the pools I passed my first Dog Rose flowers and by
the water I looked down on the Swan’s nest to see that it had at least four cygnets in
it (one of them a Polish Swan in white down). The parents were on the water beside
the nest and seemed to be trying to persuade the youngsters to join them on the water
but with no success (eventually the mother climbed back to cover and guard them). At
least 8 Tufted Duck were on the water and a fifth Shelduck had arrived to join the two
resident pairs (both of which where in view, so not yet nesting?) Pleasingly I neither
saw nor heard any Canada Geese.
Heading home up Southmoor Lane I found Hedgerow Cranesbill adding colour to the
roadside grass and White Bryony flowering on the newly imported soil on the new
factory sites - neither of these were new but a single plant of Dame’s Violet (with violet
rather than white flowers) was a bonus but not nearly such a good one as a tentative
find at the north end of the road. Here, by the pavement on the east side of Southmoor
Lane just south of the second Lewmar factory, there is a short section of old wooden
fence set back a yard or so from the pavement and the ground between the pavement
and the fence would seem to the passing motorist to be covered in close mown grass.
Walking by it I realized that the ‘grass’ is probably entirely made up of the leaves of
Knotted Hedge Parsley (Torilis nodosa) but I will withold my claim to such an
unexpected discovery until I have seen the plants in flower.
To end such a good walk the path by the A27 along the north side of the Xyratex
factory gave me another first flowering - of Ground Elder!
B. (Sun2205) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1805
BIRDS
1. Storm Petrel: Shortly after 2 were seen from Portland (on May 15) 3 of them were
logged at Christchurch Harbour on May 20
2. Night Heron
: A 'probable only' was seen flying north at Christchurch Harbour on May 17 when a
Purple Heron was seen there with more confidence
3. Little Egret

: On May 16 one was in the Hermitage stream among the abandoned cars and other
rubbish deposited there by the other more numerous sub-human residents of this part
of Leigh Park (to avoid giving un-necessary offence I must say that the sub-human
population is only a small minority among the decent citizens of Leigh Park). I have not
heard of any night roost counts at Langstone Wade Court recently but on the evening
of May 17 Martin Hampton saw at least half a dozen land in trees at the back of the Mill
Pond
4. Purple Heron
: One was seen flying east along the coast at Christchurch Harbour on May 17 - the
observer was Laurie Chappell (a renowned rarity finder) and he was not responsible
for the additional report of a Night Heron (see above)
5. White Stork
: One circled high over Dungeness for 30 minutes on May 18 - possible the same bird
that was seen soaring over Pegwell Bay near Sandwich on May 11?
6. Mute Swan
: A pair at Sandown on the Isle of Wight were seen with 7 cygnets on May 17, the
Emsworth family still had their 5 cygnets on May 19 (hidden in Dolphin Creek from
people looking for them on Peter Pond or the Slipper Mill Pond), and on May 22 the
Budds Farm pair had at least four cygnets in their nest - one of them a white-downed
Polish bird)
7. Greylag Goose
: A pair at Fleet Pond had 2 goslings with them on May 21 - first successful breeding
there according to John Clark
8. Bar-headed Goose
: These escapees seem to be getting more adventurous this year - in addition to the
trio which were seen at Selsey, Christchurch and Portland on Apr 30 (which had the
excuse of being lost in thick fog) a single bird was seen flying past Splash Point at
Seaford by Ewan Urquhart on May 15.
9. Shelduck
: Also seen passing Splash Point on May 15 were 17 Shelduck - presumably
non-breeding birds heading off early to the Low Countries where they spend their
summer moult period. Maybe the seven that I saw at the mouth of the Langbrook
stream on May 16 were also a party having a rest on their journey eastward though six
of them were scattered over the area in distinct pairs. Another odd bird was at Budds
Farm pools on May 22 were the two resident pairs had been joined by a fifth bird.
10. Teal: Martin Hampton made a very interesting observation at Langstone Mill Pond at
dusk on May 17 when he saw a pair fly in and land at the back of the pond - I wonder if
we will see Teal ducklings on the pond later in the summer? (A pair are reported to
have bred on the watercress bed pond behind Warblington Castle within the past few
years). Martin also saw a family of nine Mallard well grown ducklings on the pond
which had somehow escaped the fate of the great majority hatched there.
11. Garganey: Several people have reported seeing a drake Garganey (and a Ruddy
Duck) on the stream at Farlington Marshes recently but Jason Crook is the only one to
have noticed its strange behaviour. Jason says .. "There is a male Garganey at
Farlington at the moment which has attached itself with a brood a (sic) two Mallards.
The ducklings are the same size as the Garganey, at times it seems to be partially
displaying to them (bobbing head motions) but mostly just appears to want to be a
duckling! It even runs around the open mud with it's adopted siblings in typical mad
duckling manner!! One of the most amusing things I have ever seen in the duck world.

Has anyone else seen this sort of behaviour before, either from Garganey or any other
species?" Ian Pibworth replied to this .. "A few summers ago, I watched a brood of
Mallard ducklings, seemingly adopted by a drake Pochard. It looked as if the Pochard
was teaching them to dive, as every time the Pochard dived, the ducklings followed.
The drake stayed with the brood all summer, and there was definitely no sign of
hybridisation. The following summer the Pochard was back and again it attached itself
to a Mallard brood. A female Mallard was present on both occasions."
12. Pochard: On May 13 Martin Hampton found a brood of five or six young Pochard
ducklings on one of the Chichester gravel pit lakes - he does not say if one or both
parents were with them but I presume at least the female was with them (if only to be
confident of the ducklings identity)
13. Eider: At Lepe (just west of the mouth of Southampton Water) on May 17 Paul
Matthews watched 35 Eider flying east and he thinks they may have then turned north
up Southampton Water (where they are not normally recorded). I find this interesting in
view of Russell Wynn's recent suggestion (see my notes for May 11) that Eider
regularly commute between the Solent off Lymington (where they roost at night in
sheltered waters) and Weymouth Bay where they presumably find good feeding on the
crabs. If they are prepared to make daily round trips of up to 100 miles from a 'safe
haven' where they prefer to roost each night there is no reason why the raft of around
40 birds often seen off Titchfield Haven should not arrive there daily from the west
Solent roost (and why not occasionally make detours, e.g. up Southampton Water, to
look for better feeding areas?) The fact that Paul saw these birds going east in the
evening rather than the morning seems to conflict with my theory ....
14. Common Scoter: On May 15 Ewan Urquhart counted 609 Scoter going east past
Splash Point and a similar count of 575 was made that day at Dungeness
15. Red-breasted Merganser: These were a daily sight up to Apr 19 after which there
were just nine reports of small groups of them seen at various places up to May 7 when
one seen at Christchurch Harbour seemed likely to have been the last. I know that we
get occasional birds staying through the summer so I was less surprised to see that
Brian Fellows had seen a female on the lagoon at the Hayling Oysterbeds on May 16
than to hear that Ewan Urquhart had seen two (presumably late migrants) flying east
past Splash Point at Seaford on May 15
16. Honey Buzzard: Since reporting nine sightings of Honey Buzzard in my notes on May
18 I have seen two new reports adding three birds to this year's total - two flew in off the
sea at Folkestone on May 15 and on May 18 one was reported over the Stour valley
east of Canterbury.
17. Buzzard: Brian Fellows witnessed an unusual sight as he walked south along the road
from Chalton to Finchdean on May 17. Nothing unusual in seeing a Crow mobbing a
Buzzard but perhaps the Buzzard sensed that this was a cowardly Crow - in any event
Brian then saw the Crow in retreat, hotly pursued by the Buzzard. Or maybe the Crow
provoked this attack by something it said to the Buzzard - perhaps it is dangerous to
call a Buzzard a Bastard?
18. Osprey: I now have seven reports of Osprey from Langstone Harbour this spring. The
bird seen in the harbour on Apr 15, 16 and 17 was presumably one individual which
then moved on and one seen on May 6 was a newcomer. It too probably went on it's
way but one seen going west over the Oysterbeds on May 9 was probably the same
bird which came back going east on May 10. We then have a gap of a week before one
was seen over the harbour on May 17 to be the fourth bird for the area.

19. Hobby: I have already noted counts of 27 and 49 Hobbies from the Stour valley in Kent
on May 1 and 2. Those birds presumably arrived as flocks travelling together and
dispersed immediately after arrival. It would seem that a second wave of migrants
arrived on May 15 to give a further count of 38 in the Stour valley on that day. While
these flocks are impressive they are the exception - most hobbies arrive in ones and
twos. Including the first two of the year seen by Martin Hampton over Havant on Mar 31
my database shows 118 reports covering a gross total of 359 birds.
20. Ringed Plover: The local HWT group walk on the south Hayling shore (Gunner Point
area) led by John Goodspeed on the evening of May 18 saw a good show of shingle
flora with the bonus of a Ringed Plover and chick - a surprising sight on this well
walked stretch of the shore. I see the first chicks hatched at Rye Harbour on Apr 30 so
this is not an early bird but it is good to know that Ringed Plover still nest on this beach.
21. Little Stint: Daily sightings of one at Christchurch Harbour from May 14 to 18 - I
wonder how much longer it will stay there?
22. Temminck's Stint: Jason Crook wrote of a sighting he had at Farlington Marshes on
May 18 .. "A Temminck's Stint flew low east over the eastern seawall of Farlington at
19.36 this evening regularly calling. It circled North Binness Island in Langstone
Harbour before dropping down onto a floating patch of weed just off the tideline but
was soon flushed by Crows. I eventually lost it as it dropped down over South Binness
Island at 19.42."
23. Curlew Sandpiper: Two new sightings of single birds were at Church Norton in
Pagham Harbour on May 15 and at Newtown Harbour on the north coast of the IoW on
May 18
24. Dunlin: Christchurch Harbour seems to be the only site still regularly seeing large
numbers - the counts there on May 16, 17, 18 and 19 were 265, 60, 300 and 275
25. Ruff: I'm not sure if a 'lek' site is likely to develop at Titchfield Haven but on May 20
Richard Carpenter noted that two males had been there since May 18 and had been
joined by a Reeve on May 20 (I think the single Ruff reported there on May 12 and 13
had moved on before May 18)
26. Black-tailed Godwit: Since the count of 242 at Keyhaven on May 5 there have been
no counts anywhere exceeding 78 (at Christchurch Harbour on May 12) until May 18
when Richard Carpenter found 156 at Titchfield Haven.
27. Wood Sandpiper: The first and only bird reported so far this year on the south coast
was in the Kent Stour Valley on May 15
28. Arctic Skua: My database has 179 records for this year with a gross total of 779
individuals but until now the only 'inland' reports were one seen distantly near the head
of Southampton Water on Apr 17 and six over Arlington reservoir in the Cuckmere
valley near Beachy Head on Apr 30. A real 'inland' record has now reached me from
Clive Good who saw one from his garden at Church Crookham (in the Fleet/Aldershot
area) on the afternoon of May 15. While they are not an annual occurrence such inland
records do occur, but mainly after July when birds are on autumn passage and this
may possibly be an 'earliest ever' sighting. Trevor Carpenter's website tells us that
"Inland records are rare. At the time of the publication of Birds of Hampshire in 1992
there had been 14 such records with over half recorded at Fleet Pond. There were an
additional 10 inland birds recorded between 1993 and 2002."
29. Little Gull: Hampshire has had fewer sightings than other south coast counties this
year (24 reports out of an overall total of 89 reports covering 686 birds) - 1 in January,
and then a run of 15 in April, and now another 8 starting on May 15. The latest reports

seem to be of one first year bird in Langstone Harbour on May 16, 17 and 18 followed
by up to four first year birds off Titchfield Haven on May 18, 19 and 20
30. Roseate Tern: Richard Carpenter tells me that two have been in the Titchfield Haven
area from May 13 through to May 20 and may well stay on.
31. Little Tern: On May 17 a raft was anchored in the lagoon at the Hayling Oysterbeds to
encourage Little Terns to nest on it rather than on the island (where their nests are
likely to be washed out by extra high tides). John Shillitoe says "The raft was designed
by Bob Chapman, the Trust’s Solent Reserves Officer and was assembled on site by
volunteers and staff. It consists of five flotation devices, each displacing up to half a
cubic metre of water, held together in a three metre square wooden frame. There is a
membrane on top of the frame which carries a cubic metre of cockle shells. To help
make the Terns feel more ‘at home’, we decorated the edge of the raft with seaweed,
which will look like a tide line to the Terns." Although 40 Terns were seen over the
Oysterbeds on May 16 I have not so far heard any mention of them starting to nest
either on the fixed island or the floating raft. If and when they do start to use it my
calculations (based on a requirement of a 30 x 30 cm nest area per pair - the Little Tern
is 25 cm long) show that this raft could accommodate 81 nests arranged neatly in nine
rows of nine equally spaced nests - but somehow I don't think we will see that number
using it!
32. Whiskered Tern: On May 19 Jason Crook put out a message on HOSLIST saying ..
"Just seen on the bird information services that 4 Whiskered Terns were at Ashton's
Flash in Cheshire this evening." .. to which my immediate reaction was that we were
unlikely to see any in Hampshire, but I was wrong. On May 20 one was at Titchfield
Haven from 14:00 to 14:30, and by 15:45 what seems likely to have been the same
bird was seen at Tundry Pond to the west of Fleet (40 miles north east of Titchfield as
the crow flies). It then seems to have flown on north to spend the night at the Moor
Green nature reserve on the Hants/Berks border. At 06:15 on the morning of May 21 it
flew off to turn up shortly after at Fleet Pond where it was still present at 09:15 ... and
then the trail, based on current info, runs cold.
33. Puffin: One flying west past Christchurch Harbour on May 20 was the first to be seen
there since May 2002.
34. Yellow Wagtail: On May 17 Mark Cutts saw one at Farlington Marshes but I guess it
was only passing through as there have been no further reports of their presence at the
Marshes. On May 18 one seen at the Brading Marshes RSPB reserve on the IoW was
thought to be of the Grey-headed race (M.f.thunbergi) based in Scandinavia.
35. Whinchat: A female bird was seen in the Dean Lane End area between Rowlands
Castle and Finchdean on May 15 (presumably just passing through).
36. Cetti's Warbler: On May 16 one was heard by the Hermitage Stream running through
Leigh Park here in Havant close to where I heard one last year (in dense Blackthorn
alongside the stream). Another may have established a new territory at the rear of the
Sussex Brewery pub beside the A259 just east of the Slipper Mill Pond in Emsworth Brian Fellows was surprised to hear one there on May 19.
37. Great Reed Warbler: This rare visitor is reported to have been 'heard singing for
several minutes' at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on May 18 - no mention of whether
anyone saw it to gauge its size.
38. Spotted Flycatcher: Following the 30 seen at Portland on May 16 there were 20 there
on May 17 and there have been seven other new reports of the species from May 18 to
20.

39. Bearded Tit: Juveniles were out of the nest in the Pannell Valley near Rye on May 17
40. Long-tailed Tit: On May 6 Kevin Stouse found the first family group out at the
Portsmouth IBM site and on May 22 I came on a family group here in Havant.
41. Golden Oriole: Three more birds reported from Portland - two there on May 17 and
another on May 19, at least two out of three were singing. These bring the total of birds
I have heard of this spring to 12.
42. Siskin: On May 15 a flock of 10 were found in Ashdown Forest and on May 21 two
birds came to a nut feeder in a Denmead garden in the Portsmouth area - Richard
Hallett reported the latter and said they were the first he has seen this year - normally
they start to arrive on the feeders in February.
43. Reed Bunting: One was heard at Langstone Mill Pond on May 17
PLANTS
1. Common Poppy: I found my first flowering near Southmoor Lane at Langstone on
May 22
2. Dame's Violet
: One plant of this was flowering in new soil at the Southmoor Lane factory sites on
May 22
3. Large Bittercress
: Richard Carpenter had seen this at Titchfield Haven on Apr 25 but I have not heard of
it elsewhere until I found it myself on the Langstone South Moors on May 22 (where it
is more abundant than usual in the wet ditch around the south side of the 'orchid field')
4. Weld
: This had also started to flower at the South Moors on May 22
5. Lesser Stitchwort
: Out of season plants were flowering at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Jan 3 and Apr
12, but the first normal flowering was seen by Richard Carpenter at Brockwood Copse
(north end of Meon Valley) on May 18 and I found it starting to flower at the Langstone
South Moors on May 22
6. Common Mallow
: One plant had flowers in the Havant Town area on May 22
7. Hedgerow Cranesbill
: Not a first, but I was pleased to find it still flowering on the west side of Southmoor
Lane on May 22
8. White Clover
: I had claimed the first date for this as May 17 but Richard Carpenter found it in the
Brownwich area on May 16
9. Whitebeam
: Richard Carpenter also had the first flowering of this in Botley Woods on May 15
10. Dog Rose: On May 15 Brian Fellows found "a single white wild rose in flower near
Finchdean" and commented that it was possibly a Dog Rose. I suspect that it was as
Field Rose (which is usually white) does not come out until later and Sweetbriar (in my
experience) always has very bright pink flowers. I certainly found several flowers out in
the Budds Farm area of Havant on May 22

11. Creeping Cinquefoil: Although Richard Carpenter found this flowering in the Botley
Woods as early as May 2 I have not heard of it elsewhere until I found some here in
Havant on May 20.
12. Knotted Hedge Parsley: Although not in flower I am pretty certain that I found an
extensive colony of these plants enjoying close mowing of the roadside grass in
Southmoor Lane. If I am right this would be a major find for the Havant area and more
than make up for the few plants that used to grow on the South Moors until the cattle
were excluded (by new fencing) from grazing the stream bank on which the plants
grew. If anyone wants to check this find go to the roundabout at the north end of
Southmoor Lane then walk south on the east side of the road past two separate
Lewmar Marine buildings - immediately after the second building there is a wooden
fence running alongside the road and the plants cover the small 'grass' strip between
the pavement and the fence. The 'grass' seems to be almost exclusively made up of
mown Torilis nodosa!
13. Ground Elder: Flowering in Havant on May 22 after flower buds appeared on May 19.
14. Foxglove: One plant was in full flower by the Langbrook Stream path on May 22.
15. Slender Thistle: The mass of plants beside Southmoor Lane immediately north of the
HWT South Moor reserve had started to flower on May 22
16. Musk Thistle: In my previous reports I said that Brian Fellows might have found Musk
Thistle in flower on May 17 - I now know that he saw Welted, not Musk, Thistle but
Musk Thistle is in flower as it has been seen by Tony Gutteridge (who has also seen
Welted) but I do not have an exact date.
17. Southern Marsh Orchid: The first spike was in flower at Titchfield Haven on May 20
(but a search of the Langstone South Moors on May 22 only found the leaves of two
plants!)
18. Plicate Sweet Grass: This was in flower on the South Moors on May 22
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Broad-bodied Chaser
: After a couple of early reports on Apr 20 and May 6 these began to be seen
generally from May 15 with reports on that day from Whiteley Pastures near
Fareham and the Ashdown Forest, on May 16 from Brownwich Pond near
Titchfield Haven, and on May 17 from Pulborough Brooks

2. Butterflies
:
o

Wood White

o

Small Blue

o

Brown Argus

: Four had been seen at Botany Bay in Surrey on Apr 30, eight were out there on
May 6, and now Adrian Hoskins has found twenty there on May 20
: These have been out from May 1 and over 80 were at Martin Down on May 15
but the first to be seen on Portsdown Hill was reported from the hill on May 20 (a
single insect).

: I have already reported that the first were seen on May 15 but a late report
come from the IoW where one was seen on Afton Down on May 12
o

Common Blue

o

Wall Brown

: Still only five reports of these since the first was seen on May 11, all of them
singles other than one report of two on Brook Down, IoW, on May 18. The latest
of the five was my own sighting of one on May 22 near the Langstone South
Moors.
: I now have 8 reports of these, three of the reports from Portsdown where there
seems to be a good colony based at the Wymering chalk pit near the Q.A.
hospital with the butterflies making forays from it up the south face of the hill
towards Fort Widley and Fort Southwick. Surprisingly I have not yet heard of
any on Thorney Island which is usually a 'hot spot' for them.

3. Moths
:
o

White Horehound Plume Moth

o

Treble Bar

o

Grey Scalloped Bar

o

Light Brocade

o

Treble Lines

: May be of interest to some is news that the caterpillars of this moth could be
seen feeding on White Horehound plants at Rye Harbour on May 18
: Richard Carpenter found the first of these by day in Botley Woods on May 15
: Peter Allen at North Gorley near Fordingbridge had the first May 14
: The first was taken by Peter Hooper at Bishopstoke, Eastleigh, on May 13
: Another first for Peter Hooper on May 16

4. Other Insects
:
o

Episyrphus balteatus (the Marmelade Hoverfly)

o

Common Wasp

o

Cardinal Beetle

: Seen at Hill Head near Titchfield by Richard Carpenter on May 13 (first of year)
: Adrian Hoskins found two nests already active in the Surrey woodland near
Chiddingfold on May 20
: Adrian also found one of these on May 20

OTHER
1. Fox: On May 22 I enjoyed a prolonged view of a young cub sitting out in the sunshine
watching rabbits in the distance as I entered the Langstone South Moors on the
Langbrook stream path from the north - the cub was in the small hayfield south of the
old orchard. Another Fox was seen in the early hours of May 15 trying to catch
Cockchafers round a moth trap light (neear Southampton) - it had to be frightened off
as it was likely to damage the trap and break the expensive bulb! (I have heard of cats
being a nuisance at moth traps but I think this is the first time I have heard of a Fox
taking an interest - perhaps this too was a young cub?)

2. Weasel
: Although Weasels and Stoats are not uncommon we rarely get to see them so
Richard Carpenter was pleased with a Weasel sighting in the Brownwich area west of
Titchfield Haven on May 16
3. Roe Deer
: I recently reported a sighting of one on Hayling Island where they are uncommon due
to difficulties of access - they either have to cross Langstone bridge, swim across, or
have human assistance. The situation is similar on Portland Island at Weymouth so
one found in one of the quarries there on May 17 was a surprise for all concerned - said
to be only the second record for the island. (A Hare was also seen on or near the Island
in the Ferrybridge area)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1805
Fri 20 May
A. Around Havant
A short walk to the Eastern Road cemetery here in Havant gave me my first flowers on
Creeping Cinquefoil (Richard Carpenter had seen some in Botley Woods as early as
May 2). On my way back I noted the great show of Oxford Ragwort around the railway
level crossing and by the Billy Trail I found Brooklime in flower at last (it has been out
elsewhere for ten days).
Wed 18 May
A. Around Idsworth and Chalton in search of Corn Buntings
This afternoon I made a five mile circular walk aroung Idsworth and Chalton Down in
search of any Corn Buntings that were once to be found here but are apparently now
‘locally extinct’.
I used Old Idsworth Farm as my base, headed north over the farmland, west over
Chalton Down to Chalton village, south down the road to Finchdean but turning east
again over Idsworth Down before I reached Finchdean, finally returning to the farm via
Old Idsworth Chapel.
At the farm there is no evidence as yet that any Barn Owl chicks have hatched but
after looking at the fresh pellets under the nest box I was pleased to see my first
Welted Thistle in flower. Crossing the fields I came on Lesser Trefoil and also
noticed how plants of Field Pansy had flowers ranging from tiny yellow examples to
much larger examples which I would have called Viola tricolor had they not been
growing from plants which also bore the small flowers. Guelder Rose was also coming
into flower here.
Nearing Chalton church I distinctly saw the back end of a partridge though a gateway
but the bird scuttled out of sight long before I could see its head - almost certain a
Red-leg.
The steep banks of the lane heading south from the village had both Greater
Celandine and Wild Strawberry flowering on them, and as I emerged from the village
the vast expanse of flowering Rape had Swifts, Swallows and House Martins
hawking insects over the crop. Further along the road two different Yellowhammers
sang to relieve the monotony, and at the junction with the road going up Netherley
Down towards Blendworth I could hear but not see Bullfinch in the hedge.

Returning over Idsworth Down I saw my first short-tailed juvenile Magpie and was
serenaded at close range by a Blackcap but had little of news value in my notebook
when I finished the walk.
B. (Wed1805) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Red-necked Grebe: A late bird was in Portland Harbour on May 14 and 15
2. Manx Shearwater
: Counts at Portland of 798 on May 14 and 568 on May 15 were massive compared to
sightings there in the past month though there was a similar peak of 700 on Apr 18
followed by 300 on Apr 19. As there is no hint of these peak counts further east along
the channel I guess these may be birds that have been far from their coastal nest sites
during the winter just returning to British waters and searching for those nest sites (and
realising that they have overshot and will have to turn back west to find the Welsh
coast!), or possibly birds following the fish that they feed on (but not wanting to follow
them too far so as to be beyond reasonable flying distance back to nest sites). Have
you got a better explanation?
3. Storm Petrel
: Two birds seen at Portland on May 15 were the 'first of the summer' there (and the
first Petrels I have heard of anywhere this year)
4. Mute Swan
: Following the hatching of cygnets in the Emsworth Peter Pond nest on May 10 the
Langstone Mill Pond pair were on the sea close to the pond with four cygnets on May
16. The pair at Thorney Little Deeps were still sitting on May 17 and I have no news yet
from the IBM Lake
5. Canada Goose
: These are normally good parents but one mother leading a family of five goslings
along a road near the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood area on the edge of the New Forest)
took them over a cattle grid in the road - two of the goslings got across but three fell in
and would have ended their lives there had the disaster not been seen by two
compassionate birders, one of whom had long enough arms to reach down between
the bars and rescue them (luckily no speedy 4x4 came along while the rescuer had his
arm down the pit and consequently had his 'head on the block')
6. Brent Goose
: A single sickly Brent has been at Christchurch Harbour from May 2 to 14 after the last
migrants had passed there. I wait to see if it is still being reported when I next look at
the CHOG website as on May 14 Trevor Carpenter happened to be at Milford on sea
and saw a single Brent fly east - was it a late migrant or was it a bird looking for the best
place to hide away for the summer after having perhaps been disturbed at
Christchurch harbour?
7. Mandarin
: Families of these have just hatched at Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest (by May 16)
and at the Powdermill reservoir near Hastings where Cliff Dean noted "4 Mandarins
with a crowd of mandarinlings" on May 14
8. Garganey
: I have the impression that there are a lot more around this year than in recent years.
My database has 83 reports of them since a pair were seen displaying at the Pagham
North Walls on Mar 16 and has entries for April 2 recording 32 seen passing Splash

Point at Seaford, 12 passing Folkestone and 39 passing Dungeness plus 14 in the
Stour valley east of Canterbury. This influx started on Apr 1 when Russell Wynn saw 7
in the Lymington area but there was probably a second wave (May 2 brought a report
of 6 flying past Worthing) and the birds are seemingly still coming in - at Christchurch
Harbour a pair flew in and then went north on May 12, on May 13 one was seen at Pett
Level, May 14 brought one to Fleet Pond and on May 16 one was on the stream at
Farlington Marshes (with a Ruddy Duck)
9. Goosander
: Three females were still at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on May 14 ...
10. Honey Buzzard: Since the first was seen flying over Cuckmere Haven near Beachy
Head on May 1 I have collected 9 reports of these birds arriving along the south coast,
the latest being one over the Ventnor area of the IoW on May 11 and a female passing
over Christchurch Harbour on May 15. While some of these may be birds taking a
devious route to continental European sites there will have been other sightings not
seen by birders (or not reported for good reasons), and I think these nine sightings give
a reasonable indication that the British breeding population is surviving.
11. Hen Harrier: While Marsh Harrier sightings are to be expected at this time (I see 5
birds have been reported between May 13 and 15) it is very late to see a Hen Harrier in
the south of England but at least two males were on the move on May 14 - one was
seen heading east at both Christchurch Harbour and a Hurst Spit while what was
probably a different bird went east past Dungeness on the same day. Before that one
had been seen at Sandwich on the east Kent coast on May 7.
12. Buzzard: Two arriving at Christchurch Harbour from the south on May 15 give further
support to my theory that the population explosion of Buzzards in southern England in
recent years is at least in part funded by birds arriving from the continent.
13. Osprey: May 15 brought a sighting of one over the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton, the interesting thing about it being a further observation of the way that
breeding Shelduck show their aggression to anything that may harm their young (due
to hatch soon if not already out). On May 9 John Shillitoe told us how 3 Shelduck had
pursued an Osprey over the Hayling Oysterbeds and on May 15 Ian Pibworth wrote (of
the Osprey over the Testwood Lakes) .. "It then came over Meadow Lake, circling
three or four times, giving superb close-up views as it was mobbed continuously by
Lapwing, Oystercatcher and the gulls, but the stars of the show, showing fighter pilot
skills, were the Shelduck. I was really surprised at their speed and their ability to twist
and turn at the last minute. The Osprey didn't flinch for one moment, it's gaze was
transfixed at the water below whilst it circled in steady flight"
14. Hobby: I seem to remember, five years or more ago, reading an estimate that there
were on average between 2 and 3 breeding pairs of Hobby in every ten kilometre
square south of the Midlands. While this does not seem to tie in with my experience of
sighting Hobbies I am aware that before you have a sighting there has to be a
co-oncidence between your location and that of the bird, plus a willingness on the part
of the bird to show itself. Most raptors spend the majority of their time perched in
places where they are difficult to spot, and when a Hobby is hunting it covers a lot of
ground at high speed, reducing the chance that it will pass through your field of vision.
These comments are sparked off by two things I have just read - one was an entry on
the Titchfield Haven website saying that people on an early morning guided walk at the
Haven saw "a Hobby roosting in riverside willows" (not many people would have
spotted that bird by chance!) and a couple of entries on the SOS website which seem
to indicate that at least one Hobby has taken over the centre of Crawley as its territory
- on May 12 Mark O'Shea saw it perched near the Telephone Exchange in Crawley
and on May 13 Brian Cox saw it flying over the Town Hall. So it would appear that

Hobbies do exist in many places other than the traditional sites such as dragonfly rich
ponds or open heathland.
15. Quail: One was 'singing' at Portland Bill on May 16 so others may soon be doing so in
cornfields not far from you ... This is the third Quail at Portland this year (others were
seen on Apr 25 and May 8 and there had been a sighting on the IoW as early as Mar 1
but that was not necessarily a wild migrant).
16. Ringed Plover: From January up to April 20 there had been a wintering population of
around 50 birds in Christchurch Harbour but from then until May 9 there were just four
reports of up to four birds (probably a couple of breeding pairs staying on there). May 9
however brought a report of 63 birds, on May 12 there were 170 and on May 15 the
count was 240 birds - presumably migrants, but from and to where?
17. Sanderling: I think it is a little early for the mad dash which these birds make so as to
reach their high arctic breeding grounds after the ground there ceases to be hard
frozen (leaving the birds exhausted by their long distance flight to starve for lack of
food) and as soon as possible after the ice has melted to give them time to complete
the breeding cycle before the temperature drops again. Last year the Sanderling
passage seems to have occurred from May 25 to June 6 but maybe they are moving
earlier this year as May 15 bought a surge of sightings (47 passing Dungeness, 53 at
Christchurch Harbour and up to 65 at Portland Bill)
18. Little Stint: One at Christchurch Harbour on May 14 and three there on May 15 may
be part of the Sanderling movement.
19. Curlew Sandpiper: One at Titchfield Haven on May 11 and one at Christchurch
Harbour on May 15.
20. Dunlin: Another indication of birds on the move to the Arctic comes from Christchurch
Harbour where winter flocks of Dunlin disappeared by the end of March but high
counts resumed with 530 there on May 9 and an average of around 300 there daily to
May 15 when 850 were counted.
21. Snipe: The first report I have seen which specifically mentions Snipe drumming comes
from Keith Noble who heard them on the Adur levels near Henfield on May 15. I rather
suspect that, as with the roding of Woodcock which people associate with this time of
year but which I remember hearing from Richard Williamson actually starts in January,
the Snipe start drumming much earlier in the year - can anyone tell me the normal date
at which they become territorial, and if drumming starts at that stage?
22. Woodcock: At least four were roding in Havant Thicket when Alistair Martin was there
on the evening of May 17. Others were seen at Burton Common (north side of the A35
west of the Cat and Fiddle pub at Hinton) on May 16 and on May 14 at Warren Heath
(in the north of Hampshire - Bramshill area)
23. Black-tailed Godwit: As with other wader species there has been a surge of birds
passing through coastal sites in early May which is now diminishing. At Titchfield
Haven the highest number reported during April was 35 birds but this shot up to over
100 on May 2, then dropped back to 20 or less until May 13 when the count was in
excess of 40. At Christchurch Harbour there is a similar pattern with numbers dropping
to less than 10 from May 3 to 8, followed by counts of 78 on May 12, 51 on May 14 and
just 37 on May 15.
24. Iceland Gull: A first summer bird was seen at Christchurch Harbour on May 15,
possibly the same bird that was seen from Hurst Beach on Apr 19 and at Portland on
Apr 20 - maybe it will stay through the summer?

25. Roseate Tern: Two were in the Titchfield Haven area on May 13, 14 and 15 but one of
these probably left on May 15 to be seen passing Stokes Bay going east (among 451
Common Terns).
26. Common Tern: On May 16 Barry Yates (warden at Rye Harbour) spent some time on
the beach there watching the terns which nest on the reserve getting their food. We
have heard in recent years of the lack of Sand Eels in waters around Scotland and how
Terns have been unable to catch enough to raise their young, and so it is interesting to
hear from Barry that the Common Terns fishing close inshore were only catching tiny
Shrimps (very little protein to reward the effort of fishing) but that the Sandwich Terns,
by flying further out to sea, were able to catch some Sand Eels (but whether there are
enough to feed all the families is another question).
27. Little Tern: Barry Yates also watched the Little Terns that breed at Rye trying to get
food - they, like the Common Terns, fished close to the shore and only caught shrimps.
Barry goes on to say of these (and the other tern species) that they are now starting to
nest much later in the year than they once did - he implies that they are reluctant to
start while food is in short supply....
28. Black Tern: Of the 47 reports of these that I have for this year only two have been of
more than 9 birds (10 went past Selsey Bill on May 12 and 14 were counted there on
May 13). Ignoring any double counting the total of birds reported from Apr 14 to May 15
has been 146 birds
29. Tawny Owl: The first (and so far the only) report of a baby Tawny out of the nest (but
still presumably in down) comes from the New Forest on May 14
30. Long-eared Owl: The young of these owls are also out of the nest on the Isle of Wight.
On May 11 four juveniles were seen in Centurion's Copse adjacent to the Brading
Marsh RSPB reserve (seen by Kris Gillam) and on May 15 Derek Hale saw what were
probably the same youngsters.
31. Nightjar: I have already reported the first churring heard on the IoW on May 11 and I
now have a second report from Hampshire (on May 16 at Burton Common - just north
of the A35 west of the Cat and Fiddle pub at Hinton as you head towards
Christchurch). Not churring, but showing well and giving their 'Quip, quip' call were 3
birds seen in Havant Thicket by Alistair Martin on May 17 - clear felling of large areas in
the Thicket (prior to replanting next December) should bring in more Nightjars than
usual.
32. Swift: On May 13 David Taylor estimated that there were 1100 Swifts over Ibsley
Water in the Avon valley near Ringwood, beating the previous highest count of around
750 in the Kent Stour Valley on May 6. David also passed on a report of 2 Black Terns
at Ibsley Water on May 13 and one of these was still there next day.
33. Sand Martin: On April 10 we were told of half a dozen Sand Martins back at one of
their regular nest sites (at Barton on sea the west of Milford) having to excavate new
nests after a cliff fall over winter had destroyed their old nest tunnels. On May 1 we
heard of 25 birds back there and now, on May 16, birds are still working to create new
tunnels so they have not abandoned the site.
34. Swallow: On May 15 Swallows were still pouring into this country - a sample count of
930 passing north at Portland Bill in a 90 min period shows this
35. House Martin: These are still arriving - during the 90 minute sample perod at Portland
Bill on May 15 the count was 640.

36. Common Whitethroat: Ian Pibworth added to my knowledge of these birds by
commenting that he had been watching male birds (at the Testwood Lakes site near
Southampton) building 'cock nests'. I knew that male Wrens build several unlined
nests and leave the female to decide which she will use (she then lines it to suit her
taste in interior decoration), but I did not know that Whitethroats do this. According to
my old 'Popular Handbook' the males only do this to pass the time before the females
arrive at the site chosen by the male - when she turns up they work together to build
the nest in which the eggs will be laid, sometimes using one of the 'cock nests' as a
base, sometimes making a new nest
37. Spotted Flycatcher: Ten had just flown in at Portland Bill on May 14 and thirty were
estimated to have just arrived there on May 16. Seven other reports for the May 14 to
16 period show the birds are still arriving.
38. Golden Oriole: Three reports of new arrivals on May 15 come from Dungeness, the
Isle of Wight and Portland (the last two were singing) and what is probably a fourth bird
was a Portland on May 16. These reports bring the total for this year to nine reports
(covering nine birds).
39. Red-backed Shrike: The first for the year arrived at Dungeness on May 13 (one
trapped there on May 14 was probably the same bird)
40. Magpie: I saw my first (short tailed) juvenile bird out of its nest on May 18 near
Finchdean.
41. Rook: On May 11 the occupants of a mid-Sussex rookery (near Uckfield) abandoned
their nests as juveniles became airborne and the colony moved elsewhere to feed,
leaving a strange silence around the rookery which has been a very noisy place during
the past month. I noticed the other side of this coin when at the Leigh Park Gardens
lake here in Havant on May 15. Walking into the trees behind the lake I felt that I had
walked into a Rookery which I did not know existed there - the noise and movement of
birds in and around the treetops made it feel like a rookery but the absence of nests
told me that the birds had moved here en bloc from the big rookery near the Rowlands
Castle railway station.
42. Goldfinch: On May 15 Paul Winter saw the first juvenile Goldfinch out of its nest near
his home in Rownhams on the north west fringe of Southampton.
43. Crossbill: Also now free of their nests was a post-breeding flock of Crossbills seen in
the New Forest by Hugh Venables on May 14. As these birds breed very early, and
Mike Rafter had already seen a family party in the New Forest out of the nest by Mar
19, the current sighting is not 'hot news'.
44. Corn Bunting: I have just made my third long walk, this time in the
Idsworth/Chalton/Finchdean area, in search of any Corn Buntings in south east
Hampshire - again without success. Just one has been reported this week - at
Dungeness in Kent on May 15
PLANTS
1. White Clover: The first which I have seen this year was flowering in Havant on May 17
2. Bramble species
: Although some was still in flower in January the first flowers of the new season were
seen by me on May 16 (white flowered Dewberry type)
3. Square-stalked Willowherb
: The first which I have found in flower was in my garden on May 16

4. Pellitory of the Wall
: I found flower buds on these plants a good month ago but the first I have seen that
were definitely flowering were on the wall of the Slipper Mill pond at Emsworth on May
17
5. Bittersweet Nightshade
: Just starting to flower in Havant on May 16
6. Guelder Rose
: Starting to flower in the Idsworth area on May 18
7. Welted Thistle
: I have already reported the first flowers found on May 12 by Jim Berry but on May 18
I also found this thistle flowering at Idsworth
8. Musk Thistle
: This is usually the first thistle species which I see each year but so far I have only a
'probable' report of it in flower in the Chalton area, seen by Brian Fellows on May 17 (it
could have been more Welted!)
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies: No new species but of interest ...
o

Hairy Dragonfly

o

Beautiful Demoiselle

: Four were on the wing at Titchfield Haven on May 15
: Following the emergence of these at Titchfield Haven on May 12 more were
seen by the River Adur in the Henfield area on May 13.

2. Butterflies
: Two new species ...
o

Brown Argus

o

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary

o

Small Blue

o

Common Blue

o

Small Tortoiseshell

: Two fresh males seen at Martin Down on May 15
: Just one seen on May 15 at Bentley Wood on the Wiltshire border west of
Stockbridge. This was seen by Maurice Pugh after seeing more than 40
Pearl-bordered around that site.
: These have been out since May 1 but a count of more than 80 at Martin Down
on May 15 is noteworthy
: Following the first of year seen on May 11 we only have one more sighting (of
a single male at Martin Down on May 15)
: The first news of a nest of caterpillars comes from Martin Down on May 15

3. Moths: Five newcomers to my year list ...
o

Purple Bar: Out at Rye Harbour on May 15

o

Peacock Moth: Found in Morgaston Wood to the north of Basingstoke on May
14

o

Grey Birch

o

Buff-tip: Seen by a party of Sussex birders in West Dean Woods near
Chichester by day on May 14 - no more detail.

o

Small Yellow Underwing: Also found in Morgaston Wood but by day on May
13

o

Chamomile Shark: Second report for the year comes from Greywell in north
Hampshire on May 14 - the first had been recorded at the Portland Bill bird
observatory on the night of Apr 13

: Also found in Morgaston Wood on May 14

4. Other insects
:
o

11-spot Ladybird: On May 10 George Spraggs found a Ladybird at the Hayling
Oysterbeds which had 11 spots and asked me if I knew about this species. As it
does not appear in either of my Insect guides written by Michael Chinery I told
George that I thought this was just another variation in pattern and/or colour for
which Ladybirds are notorious but George now tells me that he has found a
description of an 11 Spot species on the internet (complete with its official name
of Coccinella undecimpunctata) which says that the species is "uncommon
except in Thames Valley". Maybe the Hampshire Biodiversity Centre ought to
know about it?

OTHER
1. Nothing to report currently
Tue 17 May
A. Havant to Thorney Deeps
During the day I noticed the first flowers of White Clover while wandering around
Havant and in the evening I saw more of it when I cycled to the west end of the Thorney
Deeps and back.
As I was passing the ‘Stilt Houses’ south of Emsworth Marina I had an excellent view of
a male Sparrowhawk going lazily overhead, mobbed by House Martins, heading into
the setting sun which lit up the reddish colours and barred pattern on his breast and the
broad tail bar (seen from below).
At the Little Deeps the Swan was still sitting with many Swifts dashing through the tips
of the reeds (in which I heard and glimpsed a couple of Bearded Tits). At the Great
Deeps all I could see were two pairs of Shelduck and three Oystercatchers which
had come to roost during the high tide.
As I cycled along I noticed quite a lot of Cuckoo-spit on the low vegetation to show
where the Froghoppers had been ‘laying’ their young and at one point a small dark
insect which flew to avoid my oncoming bike was likely to have been a Small Copper.
Mon 16 May
A. Around Havant and Langstone
Bittersweet Nightshade had started to flower today in the untended flower beds on
the south side of Havant’s multi-storey carpark where there is a variety of odd plants

which include Opium Poppies looking as if they will be in flower next week (and
Broad-leaved Everlasting Peas which thrive here but so far have no flower buds).
Also here in great quantities (as everywhere) is Beaked Hawksbeard and as it will not
be long before Smooth Hawksbeard also appears on the scene I thought I ought to
check how to distinguish the one from the other as I know that feeling the stem and
finding it smooth is no proof of identity. The two major differences are (1) Smooth
Hawkbeard flowers are smaller, not more than 15mm across where the common
Beaked Hawksbeard always exceed this (up to 25mm), and (2) the bracts at the base
of the involucre, which stick out to form a ruff around the base of Beaked Hawksbeard
plants, are pressed close to the involucre in Smooth Hawksbeard. Before you check
these details the Smooth Hawksbeard plants will generally look much smaller and
have very few stem leaves, and all its leaves will look long and thin with a narrow point
at the tip.
On my poster trip to Langstone it was good to see House Martins back around the
West Mill looking as if they might nest thereabouts, while at the mouth of the
Langbrook Stream there were 7 Shelduck on the ground and 3 Little Terns in the air
plus a good selection of gulls with both Greater and Lesser Blackbacks among larger
numbers of Herring and Black-headed. There were also the usual pair of
non-breeding Swans here.
At the Mill Pond there was a pair of Tufted Duck (and the Cetti’s and Reed
Warblers) but no Swans - they had moved onto the water with four new cygnets.
In addition to the Bittersweet Nightshade I also added Blackberry flowers to my
year’s new flowers list - these are the white flowers which resemble Dewberries but are
probably not genuine examples of that.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 9 - 15 (WEEK 19)
Sun 15 May
A. Staunton Country Park
A walk around the Leigh Park Gardens lake and the nearby Hammonds Land Coppice
was very pleasant by the most interesting finds were in the carpark off Middle Park
Way (where a mass of Corn Spurrey was in flower and both Pineappleweed and
what may have been Scented Mayweed were found), and in the ‘orchid ditch’ on the
Gipsies Plain (just north of the wood) where I found my first Tormentil and Silverweed
in flower.
B. (Sun1505) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Great Northern Diver: All three diver species are still moving up channel - on Apr 30
thick fog 'grounded' three Great Northern Divers off Selsey Bill but as the fog cleared
they could be heard and seen calling and displaying over half a mile out
2. Little Grebe
: Already feeding two young on the Test north of Romsey on May 14
3. Great Crested Grebe

: On May 11 Kevin Stouse found five on the IBM lake where we had previously only
been sure of one pair nesting at the west end of the lake - Kevin saw these, then found
another pair at the east end with a lone bird on the water half way along!
4. Cory's Shearwater
: I have already reported one off Dungeness on Apr 15 and now (May 2) there is a
second sighting of one that came close enough to Deal pier (also in Kent) to be
positively identified.
5. Gannet
: On May 11 Giles Darvill, looking from Hurst beach, saw around 150 west of the
Needles. Only two of the previous sightings here this year were of more then ten birds
and the highest count was of just 90 seen by Russell Wynn on Apr 26. 150 is also the
highest count from Christchurch Harbour this year (made there on Apr 18). With
exception of one count of 460 Gannets off St Catherine's Point on Apr 17 this also
exceeds any count made from the Isle of Wight this year. Apr 17 and 18 brought the
highest counts of Gannets along the south coast (top score was 570 seen from Chesil
Beach at Portland on Apr 17) but another surge of Gannets heading east seems to
have occurred on May 12 when 444 went past Dungeness - presumably the birds seen
by Giles were part of that movement.
6. Little Egret
: One of the mysteries about these birds relates to their movements - numbers seen at
any site fluctuate widely through the year and clearly there is a lot of cross channel
migration but no one ever seems to see the birds moving (we do have some evidence
that they move al night). May 11 brought the first observation (that I am aware of) of an
Egret crossing the Channel when one was seen to fly in off the sea at Dungeness on
May 11. Interestingly it comes next to a comment (made on May 10) from Pett Level in
Rye Bay that an Egret seen there was 'the first for weeks'.
7. Great White Egret
: Maybe at least one of these also crossed the channel on the night of May 9 to be seen
by George Spraggs flying east over the Hayling Oysterbeds on May 10. Apart from four
sightings of one at the Blashford Lakes in the Avon valley between January 2 and 21
(and a sighting of what is thought to have been the same bird in Dorset on Jan 26), and
a possible sighting of one in Southampton Water on Apr 13, this Hayling sighting is the
first for the year.
8. Grey Heron
: Perhaps of interest in connection with discussion of Egret migration is a series of
reports from Folkestone of Herons seen to fly in off the sea there on May 4 (2 birds),
May 5 (1), May 6 (1) and May 8 (2). Unconnected news comes from Richard Carpenter
at Titchfield Haven saying that this years juveniles were already starting to come
fishing at the Haven with their parents by May 12 - presumably from the well protected
Heronry in the MoD Defence Munitions site in Gosport.
9. Purple Heron
: One was reported to have been seen flying south over east Kent on May 2 but there
are no other associated sightings.
10. White Stork
: Of the 12 reports I have seen this year 8 of them have been in May and 7 of these
have been in East Sussex or Kent - the eighth is the one over Liphook on May 9 which
I have already reported.
11. Mute Swan: The first to hatch which I have heard of were the family nesting at
Emsworth Peter Pond. From 8 eggs in the nest only 5 cygnets took to the water on May

10, led by their parents from the reeds which surround the nest (which could provide
cover for hungry Foxes) to the more open water of the Slipper Mill pond. One of these
five stands out from the rest by having white (not brown) down and is what is known as
a 'Polish' Swan.
12. Brent Geese: Having said that in my opinion the 7 Brent seen in Fishbourne Channel
near Chichester on May 8 were likely to stay there for the summer I see that another
seven flew east past Gilkicker Point at Gosport on May 9 - presumably late migrants?
13. Mandarin: One or more on Swanbourne Lake (across the road from the Arundel
Wildfowl reserve) gave Bernie Forbes bird race team a useful tick (their score was 124
species)
14. Wigeon: Two drakes at Titchfield Haven on May 13 sound likely to stay there for the
summer (as do two at Farlington Marshes on May 5, one in Fishbourne Channel on
May 8, three drakes at Pulborough Brooks on May 11 and at least one in the Stour
valley east of Canterbury) but two seen on the sea at Chesil Bank (Portland) also on
May 13 were probably late migrants.
15. Gadwall: Richard Carpenter estimates that there were ten at Titchfield Haven on May
13, and on that day five Gadwall arrived in Christchurch Harbour.
16. Garganey: One at the Thorney Little Deeps on May 7 gave Bernie Forbes' birdrace
team a good tick. On May 12 migrants were still on the move - at Christchurch Harbour
a pair flew in and later flew off north.
17. Shoveler: Richard Carpenter estimates that ten were still at Titichfield Haven on May
13, and other reports show that they were present at Farlington Marshes, Christchurch
Harbour, Pulborough Brooks and Portland/Chesil during the past week.
18. Red-crested Pochard: The drake was still at Titchfield Haven on May 13.
19. Ruddy Duck: A drake was at Titchfield Haven on May 11 and at least one was at
Swanbourne Lake, Arundel, on May 7 for Bernie Forbes bird race team
20. Honey Buzzard: A seventh report for this year is of one in off the sea at Folkestone on
May 10.
21. Montagu's Harrier: Following the first of year in the Arun valley on Apr 28 there are
reports of a ringtail in the Stour Valley east of Canterbury on May 1 and of one arriving
in off the sea at Folkestone on May 9
22. Osprey: Five recent new sightings give some hope that the 'lost' birds are now turning
up. On May 8 one flew over Titchfield Haven and another was over the lower Test
area. On May 9 John Shillitoe had one over the Hayling Oysterbeds and another there
on May 10 when a separate bird was over Christchurch Harbour.
23. Hobby: In my notes on May 11 I suggested that we were due for reports of flocks of up
to 20 Hobbies flying in together at this time of year and I now have reports of 15 or
more over Ibsley Water (Ringwood) on May 9 with separate news of at least 15 in the
air together at Pulborough Brooks on that same day. However, if I had looked at the
Stour Valley (Canterbury) website before May 11 I would have seen that they had 27
there as early as May 1 and a count of 49 there on May 2!!
24. Moorhen: The first chicks that I have heard of were seen by Richard Carpenter at
Whiteley Pastures (Botley Woods) on May 7

25. Coot: These had chicks out as early as Apr 18 at Rye Harbour. On May 11 Kevin
Stouse saw the first chick on the IBM Lake at Portsmouth but as he spotted it so did a
Heron which promptly swallowed it.
26. Avocet: We all know of the Avocets which breed on the Norfolk coast but as their
population continues to increase we will inevitably see further breeding colonies and I
see that current reports refer to pairs at Sandwich Bay and Rye Harbour while I hear
that there are now 7 birds based at Titchfield Haven.
27. Grey Plover: George Spraggs expressed some surprise at finding 47 still at the
Hayling Oysterbeds on May 10 but I think that a check through the Hampshire Bird
Reports will show that it is not unusual for 50 or more to remain in the harbour during
the summer - presumably most of them first year birds not yet feeling the urge to
migrate and breed (and these 47 birds were not showing any breeding plumage). The
latest Hampshire report (for 2003) gives the totals in Langstone Harbour for that
summer as 70 in May and 60 in June before some started to return to give 81 in August
(and then 569 in August!). The interesting figure is of only 28 in April.
28. Purple Sandpiper: Two were at Southsea Castle on May 9 and three were seen at
Christchurch Harbour on May 10
29. Dunlin: Still quite a lot of these still moving along the south coast, the highest counts
being of 530 at Christchurch Harbour on May 9 and more than 450 there on May 12.
30. Ruff: One was at Titchfield Haven on May 12
31. Black-tailed Godwit: 108 were at Christchurch Harbour on May 13
32. Bar-tailed Godwit: 165 flew east past Dungeness on May 12
33. Pomarine Skua: Late news of 46 passing Folkestone on May 1 is worth reporting
34. Caspian Gull: A first year bird was at Brighton Marina on May 8
35. Gull-billed Tern: After a brief excursion to Rye Harbour the Dungeness bird returned
there and was reported from May 9 to 12
36. Elegant Tern: Visiting the Christchurch Harbour website recently I found the news
headed by a large picture of a Tern which I could not recognize, and even the caption
reading 'Elegant Tern' left me puzzled as I did not know there was a species with that
name and I thought someone was saying 'What a pretty bird!". Reading on I found it
was a species name - the species being normally found on the west coast of North
America, and that this was probably only the sixth ever to reach Britain (and also
species number 320 on the Christchurch Harbour list). The bird was found by Laurie
Chappell on May 10 but not seen again.
37. Little Tern: The highest count at the Hayling Oysterbeds so far has been of more than
50 seen by George Spraggs on May 10, but none have as yet started to nest, nor have
the birds shown any permanent attachment to the site - variable numbers come and go
for no apparent reason. One interesting sighting was of 5 Little Terns at a pool over a
mile from the coast but this was in East Kent and probably the result of high winds at
sea. The nearest these birds have got to breeding so far is a report of a pair mating at
Thorness Bay on the north coast of the Isle of Wight (west of Cowes) - that was on May
12.
38. Black Tern: A count of 14 together at Chesil Beach (Portland) on May 13 shows that
we are reaching the peak of their spring passage. Locally there were 2 at Titchfield
Haven on May 12 and four flew east off Gosport on May 13.

39. Nightjar: One was churring at Firestone Copse on the Isle of Wight on May 11 (the first
had been heard near Pulborough Brooks on May 4)
40. Red-rumped Swallow: One seen by Jason Crook at Farlington Marshes on May 11
was the second to be seen on the south coast this year - the first was at Christchurch
Harbour on Apr 30
41. House Martin: Good numbers reported recently with around 300 at Pulborough
Brooks on May 11 and 192 counted in one hour over Portland on May 10. On May 12
150 were over Christchurch Harbour
42. Tawny Pipit: One touched down briefly on the Hayling shore at Sandy Point on May
10 but Andy Johnson was the only person there to see it.
43. Grey Wagtail: Young were out of the nest at Brownwich Pond, west of Titchfield
Haven, on May 9
44. Stonechat: On May 14 I saw a juvenile out with a male on the Hayling shore south of
the Golf Course
45. Cetti's Warbler: The bird in scrub east of the Kench on Hayling Island was calling
loudly on May 14
46. Wood Warbler: A good local record was of a passing bird seen or heard by Tim Doran
on the north shore of Portsmouth Harbour on May 7
47. Spotted Flycatcher: Counts of 5, 7 and 5 at Portland Bill on May 11,12 and 13 show
that we have come to the peak time for their arrival. On May 11 one was at Titchfield
Haven.
48. Corn Bunting: One at Sidlesham Ferry on May 7 must be one of the very few left in
our area.
PLANTS
1. Adders Tongue Fern: Now flourishing in the Hayfield at Farlington Marshes and
probably at the Hilsea Lines site in Portsmouth.
2. Hairy Rock-cress (Arabis hirsuta)
: I found one tiny example flowering in Portsdown (Portchester Common area) on May
12
3. Horse Radish
: Starting to flower at the Hayling Oysterbeds on May 14
4. Common Rockrose
: Seen flowering on Portsdown by John Goodspeed on May 11
5. Fairy Flax
: Also flowering on Portsdown on May 11
6. Pale Flax
: The very first flower was just opening on a plant at Saltmarsh Lane open space (path
from the houses to the shore) on May 14
7. Childing Pink
: On May 14 I could detect 20 plants (compared to 8 on May 6) but none were in flower.
8. Bladder Campion

: I found this just starting to flower on Portsdown on May 12
9. Corn Spurrey
: A mass of this was flowering in a corner of the overflow carpark for the Staunton
Country Park on May 15
10. Tree Lupin: The lovely yellow flowers were starting to open on Sinah Common on May
14
11. Bird's Foot: I found this tiny plant flowering at two places on Sinah Common on May
14
12. Spring Vetch: Also flowering on Sinah Common on May 14
13. Smooth Tare: Richard Carpenter found this blue flowered plant in the Hook/Warsash
area on May 9 - so far I have only seen the white-flowered Hairy Tare.
14. Silverweed: This was newly in flower in the Botley Woods are on May 7
15. Salad Burnet: Flowering on Portsdown (Portchester Common) on May 12
16. English Stonecrop: This plant will soon be seen everywhere on the south Hayling
shore but on May 14 it was only just beginning to open its flowers.
17. Mossy Stonecrop: Seen around the Childing Pink site on south Hayling on May 14
18. Hemlock: The first plant I have seen fully in flower was at the Hayling Oysterbeds on
May 14
19. Common Figwort: Found in flower in the Whitely Pastures area of Botley Woods on
May 7 by Richard Carpenter
20. Wild Thyme: First flowers seen by Jim Berry at Kingley Vale on May 12
21. Welted Thistle: Flowering on Kingley Vale on May 12 - seen by Jum Berry
22. Goat's Beard: Found flowering by Brian Fellows at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on
May 12
23. Common Catsear: This was out on South Hayling on May 14 when I was there.
24. Rough Hawkbit: Flowering on Portsdown on May 12
25. Spotted Hawkweed (Hieracium maculatum): Flower buds seen on on Portsdown by
John Goodspeed on May 11
26. Heath Woodrush: Found flowering in the Hollybank Woods by Brian Fellows on May
12 (probably also Dense-headed Heath Woodrush)
27. Sand Sedge: Masses of this flowering on the south Hayling shore on May 15
28. Sand Cats-tail: This grass was beginning to show on the south Hayling shore on May
15
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Banded Demoiselle

o

Beautiful Demoiselle

: Reported to be out at Titchfield Haven on May 12

: Also reported at Titchfield Haven on May 12
2. Butterflies
:
o

Swallowtail

o

Clouded Yellow

o

Common Blue

o

Painted Lady

o

Wall Brown

: A fresh specimen found in a greenhouse near Hastings on May 8 was probably
imported with Fennel plants
: I have already reported a migrant arrival at Portland Bill on May 8, now I see
that two were there on May 9.
: What seems to have been the first of the year was a single seen in the
Wendleholme area by the River Hamble on May 11 by Richard Carpenter
: As with Clouded Yellow the first genuine migrants seem to be arriving. One
was seen in Cornwall on May 9 followed by two in the Meon Valley on May 11
and one more in the valley of the Sussex Ouse on the same day.
: The first had been seen on Portsdown on Apr 24 and the south face of the hill
is a good site for them, On May 10 Alan Thornbury saw two females near the
Wymering chalk pit (just behind the Q A Hospital - not the larger Paulsgrove
chalk pit further west) and he thinks there may be a substantial breeding colony
in that pit (which is fenced off for safety) and it is these insects which drift up the
hill towards Fort Widley and Fort Southwick.

3. Moths
: New for the year list area ...
o

Bee Moth

o

Tawny Barred Angle

o

White-point

o

Metriotes lutarea

: A female was in Robin Worman's moth trap at Colden Common on May 9
: Found in Morgaston Wood north of Basingstoke on May 9
: One at Portland Bill on May 9 was the first to come to my attention though I do
not think it was the first of year
: Found in Morgaston Wood on May 9 - this wood seems to be the only site for
the species in Hampshire

4. Other insects
:
o

Froghopper (Cercopis vulnerata)
: These insects create the frothy 'cuckoo spit' which we see at this time of year
as a defensive hide-away for their young. Richard Carpenter found the black
and red adults present at Titchfield Haven on May 13

OTHER
1. Common Seal: Still present around Thorney Island - info thanks to Sussex bird race
team (Bernie Forbes)

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1105
Sat 14 May
A. West and South Hayling
This afternoon I cycled to Gunner Point from Havant. At the south end of Langstone
Bridge the white-flowered Red Valerian was out and at the Oysterbeds I found my
first plant of Hemlock in full flower, along with Common Comfrey and a plant of
Horse Radish. Only 8 Little Tern could be seen but in the adjacent Stoke Bay I saw
14 Ringed Plover with one Dunlin.
Passing the big West Lane fields there were regular noise of pigeon shooting from the
north end and this had disturbed the pair of Red-leg Partridges which I think nest at
the north end and driven them to the south end of the first crop (of peas) where they
were making lots of noise and showing well.
A little further south in the open space between the coastal path and Saltmarsh Lane I
found what I went to look for - the first pale blue flower on Pale Flax - and on the
coastal path in this area flower buds were nearly open on Common Figwort.
On Sinah Common I found the number of detectable Childing Pink plants had gone
up from 8 to 20 but none were in flower. Near them on the almost bare ground was the
bright red of Mossy Stonecrop and everywhere the English Stonecrop was starting
to flower. By the beach huts here I saw my first Sand Catstail grass among lots of
flowering Sand Sedge and also found Common Catsear in flower.
By the skateboard area I found Bird’s Foot in flower and further west on the shingle
south of the golf course I found Little Robin in flower - here Meadow Pipit was singing
strongly and the Stonechats had at least one juvenile out with them.
In the orchid area I saw Subterranean Clover and more Bird’s Foot, and when
looking at the Polypody Fern (now sporulating strongly) I saw a nest of Brown-tail
moth caterpillars on a stunted oak and near them were two larger caterpillars
(about 4 cm long) which I cannot identify though they were rich red-brown of a Tiger
and having black bands around their bodies to enhance the tiger look.
In the sand dunes I found my first Spring Vetch, and at the Kench the Cetti’s Warbler
was very vocal.
Thu 12 May
A. Portsdown
I parked just west of Fort Southwick and walked over the fields from there onto
Portchester Common where I found one small plant of Hair Rock-cress (Arabis
hirsuta) and lots of Salad Burnet plus one plant of Bladder Campion (among lots of
White Campion). Rough Hawkbit was also in flower.
Wed 11 May
A. Looking for Corn Buntings north of Clanfield
In past years I could rely on finding Corn Buntings in the cereal fields north of
Clanfield (just west of the A3M where it passes the Chalton windmill high on its hilltop).
The easiest place to see them was along Green Lane (at SU 708168) where they
would obligingly perch on overhead wires running parallel to the thick hedges of the
lane. I have not seen them here for several years but today I thought I would combine
a search for them (for the current HOS survey) with a pleasant walk on a pleasant day.

I parked by the shops in Clanfield and walked north up Little Hyden Lane towards
Lowton’s Copse but before I left the village I was pleasantly surprised to find three
House Martins circling buildings in a way that suggested they were intending to nest
there. Over nearby Rape fields many Swallows were hunting the insects which this
crop attracts and I watched one Swallow hover to pick an insect off the leaves of one
plant.
Further up the lane I very belatedly saw my first Bush Vetch and found several fields
of silage grass already cut. At the entance to Lowton’s Copse I found new notices
saying that the wood was being managed for wildlife but reading through the notice I
found a phrase that puzzled and intrigued me - it referred to some of the tracks within
the wood as ‘management and desire lines’. I can understand the meaning of
management tracks but what on earth are ‘desire lines’ - can you tell me (and I don’t
think they are paths leading to lovers hideaways)?
Crossing North Lane and continuing east into Ditch End Copse along Thieves Lane I
was pleased to find nine Early Purple Orchids at their peak of flowering, surrounded
by several less showy Twayblades. Coming out of the wood and continuing south I
found a large field to the east of the lane had become setaside since I was last here,
and that one could easily step into the field and check its contents. Nothing very
special but I did note the proliferation of flowering Black Grass (which could easily
spread to other nearby arable fields still in production where it would not be welcome!)
and I was surprised by a good show of ‘garden’ Aquilegia plants coming into flower
(none of them the pale blue of genuine Columbine).
Further down the lane a single Yellowhammer called from a tree top above what
looked to be a very active Badger sett with many ‘eyes’. Crossing the Clanfield to
Petersfield road I continued south down what becomes known as Green Lane and this
is where the Corn Buntings should be - today a couple of Whitethroats was the best
on offer, together with a couple of Green-veined Whites and, under the lee of a hedge
running away to the east of the lane, a surprise sight of a single Roe Doe.
Walking back along the tarmac road I saw two Swifts in the sky and three Rook nests
with attendant birds across the road from the village pond near which I saw my first
juvenile Starling perched on a fence.
B. (Wed1105) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0805
BIRDS
1. Cormorant: While on the Warblington Farm fields at around 9am on May 10 I saw
three Cormorants flying north about 500 feet up - they were in line ahead close
formation and the central bird had bold white roundels of breeding plumage. Can
anyone suggest what adult birds might be doing on a long distance trip inland from the
sea at this time of year? Have they finished breeding and are off for an inland holiday to
get away from the sea (for similar reasons that we head for the sea to get away from
our daily scene)? Had they been fishing in the sea and were heading back to an inland
'rookery' with food? This is not the first time I have seen a similar sight - several years
ago, also at Warblington at this time of year, I remember being puzzled by a couple of
Cormorants spiralling upward over the field, gaining height before setting off inland.
2. Heron
: A recent entry on the SOS website intriqued me while frustrating me by failing to give
the facts that I wanted to know. It came from a Chris McCarron and said "Good news
for urban wildlife watchers! Pair of herons nesting on island in middle of lake at

Hampden Park. Good views of nest and chicks from edge of lake near cafe." The only
Hampden Park that I know is a district of Eastbourne and I assume the lake in question
is the large Shinewater Lake there but what intrigues me is the possibility that we have
a single pair of Herons nesting on their own - maybe readers of the SOS news are
assumed to know the site and all about it (in which case why bother to put the news on
a web site read by people like myself nearly a hundred miles away but still interested in
birding news). Can anyone tell me more - particularly if this is a 'starter' Heron rookery
with so far just one pair of birds nesting?
3. White Stork
: I now have eight reports of White Stork for this year on my database, four of them
being new in this update. In April we had reports from New Milton and Titchfield Haven
in Hants, from Havenstreet on the Isle of Wight, and from Hailsham near Eastbourne.
The recent ones are from Bodiam Castle in the Rother Valley north of Hastings on May
5 and this is almost certainly the same bird that was seen that day over the nearby
Pannell Valley, and probably the same bird was seen on May 8 over Rye Harbour
going west but it is less certain that one seen over Liphook heading south east towards
Midhurst on May 9 was the same bird.
4. Spoonbill
: Birdguides reported one flying east over Christchurch Harbour on May 8 - no reports
from Hampshire yet!
5. Mute Swan
: The summering flock already assembled in the Fishbourne Channel (south west of
Chichester) numbered 102 birds when Kevin Stouse led a walk there on May 8 - I
guess this is where the birds that used to moult off Broadmarsh in Langstone Harbour
now go (perhaps another by-product of work to stop sewage flowing out of Budds Farm
and 'enriching' the harbour water - although the Swans are unlikely to feed directly on
sewage it would increase growth of the weed that they depend on, and it so happens
that the birds in Fishbourne Channel are stationed just off an 'un-modernised' sewage
works).
6. Brent Geese
: On May 7 John Goodspeed saw two on the Budds Farm shore of Langstone Harbour
and on May 8 Kevin Stouse found 7 in the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour
- almost certainly all these are summering birds.
7. Wigeon
: Three reports are probably of birds that will stay the summer (but not breed). On May
2 there were three still at Pulborough Brooks, on May 5 there were two at Farlington
Marshes, and on May 8 there was one drake in Fishbourne Channel near Chichester.
8. Gadwall
: More interestingly than the Wigeon there were two of these at Farlington Marshes on
May 5 but frustratingly we are not told if they were male and female making a new
breeding record there a possibility - Gadwall are now regular breeders in Hampshire
but I have not heard of them breeding at Farlington.
9. Teal
: A few of these do at least attempt to breed in Hampshire so news of four still at
Titchfield Haven on May 4 is interesting as are reports of 5 birds at Yarmouth (IoW) on
May 8 and of 40 still at Pulborough Brooks on May 2
10. Mallard: Of local interest was a sighting of a female with two tiny ducklings on the
cressbeds at Warblington Farm on May 10, while from the IBM Lake at Portsmouth
Kevin Stouse reports that one duckling has actually survived to almost full size. Kevin

also expresses surprise at seeing a Mallard drake helping to care for a family of young
ducklings there (interestingly in the same part of the lake where I saw 9 motherless
ducklings looking very lost last Saturday).
11. Eider: I have long thought that the Eider which are frequently seen off Titchfield Haven
make fairly lengthy journeys around the Solent area (this would account for the
variation from day to day in numbers seen at various sites around the area). Now, in
his April summary for the Lymington Marshes area, Russell Wynn tells us that a flock
of about 40 often seen in that part of the west Solent are thought to fly daily to
Weymouth Bay, returning to the Solent each night to roost in more sheltered waters.
This involves a journey of at least 70km each way (so a total of almost 100 miles each
day). If this is right journeys between Titchfield and Lymington are trivial in comparison
- less than half the distance to Weymouth - and I am beginning to wonder if there is a
permanent local flock which has chosen to spend its nights in the Lymington area and
to fly at dawn to places where the crab fishing is currently best. Maybe some of the
dedicated watchers at both Titchfield and Lymington could help us find out what is
going on by noting the time of day at which they see large flocks in their area.
12. Red-breasted Merganser: A very late bird was seen off Christchurch Harbour on May
7
13. Honey Buzzard: I have already reported the first two for this year (at Cuckmere Haven
on May 1 and the Basingstoke area on May 2) and we now have three more reports
from Hastings on May 7, a probable seen over Southampton airport area from the M27
on May 8 and another over Brighton also on May 8.
14. Red Kite: An upsurge in reports of these may indicate some voluntary cross-Channel
migration among these birds. May 6 brought sightings at New Milton, Horsham and
Worthing. May 7 brought three more over the downs north of Brighton plus another
sighting somewhere in Sussex (Jon Curson is proud to announce that one was over
his home but without giving a clue as to where that home might be) and one was in the
Stockbridge area of Hampshire. Finally two on May 8 over the IoW east coast and over
the Adur levels near Henfield in Sussex.
15. Marsh Harrier: New reports come from Titchfield Haven on May 3, Pett Level near
Hastings on May 5 and from nearby Rye Harbour on May 6 (probably a different bird as
it was seen to come 'in off' the sea) plus one over Christchurch Harbour on May 7
16. Montagu's Harrier: Despite being mis-spelt as a Montague's Harrier one heading
northwest on Apr 28 over the River Arun at Houghton Bridge (just south of Amberley
Wild Brooks) was probably correctly identified as the report comes from Pete Hughes,
warden at Pulborough Brooks, without any caveat
17. Buzzard: Following a report dated Apr 29 of a pair seen mating in the Hayling
Oysterbeds area there is a report of one over the Oysterbeds on May 8
18. Osprey: Also over the Oysterbeds, but on May 6, was an Osprey going east.
19. Kestrel: Also on May 6 a Hobby passing over the Alverstone area of the IoW was
'seen off the premises' by a pair of Kestrels.
20. Merlin: A late Merlin was over Christchurch Harbour on May 7 - the only report of one
along the coast this month (previous last was over Titchfield Haven on Apr 28)
21. Hobby: Last year we had counts of 20 Hobbies seen together over the Pevensey
Levels on May 7 and May 11 and in previous years we have regularly had mid-May
reports of similar flocks in the New Forest (usually the Beaulieu Road/Bishops Dyke
area). This peak season for arrivals, when the migrating falcons arrive in flocks, seems

to have started with 5 birds seen together at Pulborough Brooks on May 5 (and four at
Portland on that day). Titchfield Haven had 3 on May 6.
22. Peregrine: By May 5 four chicks had hatched in the Peregrine nest on Chichester
Cathedral
23. Quail: One which flew in off the sea at Portland Bill on May 8 may mark the start of
arrivals to give us a 'Quail year' but it is not the first to arrive - one was at Portland on
Apr 25 and back on Mar 1 there was the odd incident of one being flushed from an IoW
garden.
24. Gull-billed Tern: The bird that was at the Dungeness RSPB reserve from May 4 flew
to Rye Harbour on the evening of May 7 but returned to Dungeness on May 8.
25. Roseate Tern: One was at Titchfield Haven on May 5 and another at Christchurch
Harbour on May 7 - these are sightings number 5 and 6 for the year are not firsts at
either site.
26. Turtle Dove: One was heard at Noar Hill on May 6 and 3 were in the Creech Woods
south of Denmead on May 8
27. Barn Owl: At least four chicks had hatched in the nest box at the Pulborough Brooks
RSPB visitor centre by May 6
28. Little Owl: One was seen in the Hayling Oysterbeds area on May 8 - at a guess this
was in the 'Brick Field' east of the Coastal Path.
29. Long-eared Owl: On the Isle of Wight (which has no Tawny Owls) Long-eared are
relatively common and one seen in Firestone Copse by Derek Hale during an abortive
search for Nightjar on May 2 was not unusual.
30. Short-eared Owl: One seen over Christchurch Harbour on May 9 was probably
passing through on its return from winter quarters. Unlike the Tawny and Long-eared
Owls which nest as early as February or March the Short-eared do not nest until April
at the earliest and may wait until June.
31. Nightjar: One heard at Pulborough Brooks on May 4 was the third of the year after a
first in an IoW garden on Apr 30.
32. Swallow: By May 10 at least six birds were back around nest sites at Warblington
Farm and stables and on May 11 I noticed several skimming Rape fields near Clanfield
to gather the many insects that are attracted by this crop (I even saw one Swallow
hover to pick an insect off the crop),
33. House Martin: On May 11 I saw my first birds back around nest sites in Clanfield
village south of Butser Hill and Kevin Stouse tells me that he has seen some (along
with Swifts and Swallows) back over the IBM Portsmouth buildings (where they do not
nest but where the updraught caused by the tall buildings carries up insects from the
lake to feed hungry birds in the air).
34. Rock and Water Pipits: A few Rock Pipits stay to breed in the Solent area, unlike
Water Pipits of which the last seems to have been seen at Christchurch Harbour on
Apr 23
35. Whinchat: A count of 20 at Portland Bill on May 9 marked the arrival of a wave of these
birds and on May 10 I had the pleasure of seeing a male perched on a hedge at
Warblington Farm where it stayed for at least three hours.

36. Stonechat: On May 4 Richard Carpenter saw one with food for its young at Titchfield
Haven
37. Song Thrush: The population of these around Havant (and probably more generally)
seems to have risen a lot recently and on May 10 I saw two different birds carrying food
for their young at Warblington Farm (with several others singing around the site).
38. Sedge Warbler: While these have never been scarce they have not normally nested
around the IBM Lake but the one pair which were there last year seem to have become
three this year - on May 6 Kevin Stouse located two singing males and found a pair
together in a different area.
39. Garden Warbler: I have still to hear my first this year (though I could probably do so by
going to parts of Stansted Forest with dense undergrowth) but on May 6 Tom Bickerton
had an easy tick when he heard one singing at the ASDA carpark in Waterlooville.
40. Wood Warbler: It looks as if these are having a reasonably good year (for a species
on the verge of extinction!) with 22 reports covering at least 31 birds so far - on May 4
Paul James found them at two Sussex sites near the Hampshire border (two at Stanley
Common near Liphook and one on Blackdown near Haslemere).
41. Spotted Flycatcher: 21 reports of these so far this year (only four of them in
Hampshire) but it looks as if the main arrival has only just started with the arrival of 12
at Portland Bill on May 8 and with 30 there on May 9.
42. Long-tailed Tit: The first family group to be seen this year were at the IBM Portsmouth
site on May 6
43. Great Tit: There has recently been a correspondence on HOSLIST revealing that
many Great Tits nest in hollow metal poles which (providing the top is shielded from
direct rain which could flood the nest) offer a pretty secure nest against predators but
which challenge the youngsters when they first leave the nest and have to fly vertically
upwards for some distance to reach the outside world. It seems that in most cases the
young do get out successfully! I was reminded of this by a note from Kevin Stouse
telling how he found a Blue Tit nest hidden away in one of the lifebelt holders placed
near the IBM Lake - luckily no one fell in the water during the nesting period and the
nest has remained safely hidden until now when the parents are bringing food to it.
44. Golden Oriole: A fourth report for the year comes from Portland Bill where one was
seen in May 7 (after another sighting there on May 5)
45. Starling: Young birds have now started to leave their nests but the majority I see are
still adults gathering food (I saw just one juvenile at Clanfield on May 11)
46. Tree Sparrow: A lone bird which turned up at Portland Bill on May 6 was still there on
May 7.
47. Serin: One at Portland Bill on May 6 and another was at Durlston Country Park carpark
on May 7
48. Reed Bunting: A few seem to have arrived in our area in the past few days with the
intention of breeding On May 10 the first pair were seen at the Warblington Farm
reedbed an another has turned up at the IBM Portsmouth site
49. Corn Bunting: I have no idea of how many have been recorded so far by the HOS
search for them in Hampshire but my database has just four Hampshire records for this
year (1 bird at Cheesefoot Head on Feb 20, 'one here last week' from John Shillitoe at
the East Hoe site near Hambledon on Apr 2, 2 birds at Gilkicker in the Gosport shore

area on Apr 28 and now 1 bird singing near Danebury Hill in the Stockbridge area). I
have made three lengthy walks through what used to be Corn Bunting territory in the
Havant hinterland and not seen a single bird, nor has there been any hint of them on
the Warblington Farm where the last two pairs bred in 1991 (there had been as many
as 8 pairs there in 1984).
50. Escapees: A Speckled Teal was at the Lymington Marshes from Apr 2 to 19. This
species seems to make regular appearances at Lymington suggesting that they
commute from a wildfowl park somewhere in that area.
PLANTS
1. Lesser Spearwort: First seen in flower by Richard Carpenter on Apr 30 in the New
Forest and not seen by me until May 10 on Warblington Farm
2. Garden Aquilegia
: This plant readily escapes from gardens and establishes itself in waste ground but I
was surprised to find a whole row of plants starting to flower on May 11 in a set aside
field a long way from gardens or garden rubbish tippers when I was walking through
farmland more than 1 km north of Clanfield.
3. Greater Celandine
: This plant is the opening batsman of the Poppy team and has just started to appear
before any of its red coated cousins. Richard Carpenter saw it at Brownwich, west of
Titchfield Haven, on May 6, Brian Fellows found it at Lumley Mill upstream from
Emsworth on May 8 and I found it by the roadside at Clanfield on May 11 (I had seen
some flowering in the Havant area as early as Apr 19).
4. Heath Milkwort
: Richard Carpenter has found this in flower on Apr 30 in the New Forest and on May 2
in the Botley Woods
5. Little Robin
: This had started to flower on the Hayling shore when the Havant Wildlife Group
visited Sinah Common and Gunner Point on May 7
6. Subterranean Clover
: This was also out in the Gunner Point area on May 7
7. Creeping Cinquefoil
: Richard Carpenter found this flowering in Botley Woods on May 2
8. Spindle
: One bush was in full flower in Warblington churchyard on May 10
9. Ash
: Leaves were only just appearing on this a full month after the oak leaves and flowers
appeared on April 10, confirming that we are in for a very dry summer!
10. Hogweed: Richard Carpenter found an early plant in flower in the Brownwich area on
May 6
11. Yellow Pimpernel: I have already credited Brian Fellows with the first find of this in
Stansted Forest on May 3 but I now hear that Richard Carpenter pipped him by a day
with some at Botley Woods on May 2
12. Hybrid Water-Speedwell: Flowering at the Warblington Farm cressbeds on May 10
13. Brooklime: I also had the first flowers of this at Warblington on May 10

14. Yellow Rattle: Already in flower on Sinah Common when the Havant Wildlife Group
were there on May 7
15. Common Comfrey: Richard Carpenter had seen this in flower at Titchfield Haven as
early as Apr 15 but no one else had spotted it until Brian Fellows found it out at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth on May 8
16. Narrow-leaved Lungwort: Seen in the New Forest by Richard Carpenter on Apr 30
17. Pineappleweed: I came across this in flower at Warblington Farm on May 10
18. Mouse-ear Hawkweed: Found on Sinah Common, Hayling, on May 7
19. Early Spider Orchid: These were in full flower along the Dorset coast west of Durlston
when Ian Julian was there on May 8
20. Fern Grass (Catapodium rigidum): A surprise find of my own on May 8 was of a
mass of this distinctive grass lining the east side of the approach road to Broadmarsh
slipway. On May 11 I also found Wood Melick and Wood Millet at Lowtons Copse
north of Clanfield.
21. Black Grass: A mass of this was flowering in a set aside field north of Clanfield on May
11
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies: Just one new species in this update ...
o

Azure damselfly

o

Broad-bodied Chaser

o

Hairy Dragonfly

: First of year seen by Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven on May 6
: Although one had been seen at Portland on Apr 20 the second for the year,
seen by Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven on May 6, deserves a mention
: Another second for the year deserving a mention is one of these seen in the
Hook/Warsash area on May 6 by Richard Levett.

2. Moths
: New for my year list in this update are the following ...
o

Agonopterix yeatiana

o

Acleris literana

o

Scoparia ambigualis

o

Pyrausta nigrata

: Taken by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John (north of Basingstoke) on
May 3
: Trapped by Russell Wynn on Apr 3 but only just coming to my attention from
Russell's April summary of wildlife on the Lymington Marshes
: Trapped by Tim Walker at Winchester on May 4
: Seen by day on Stockbridge Down by Mike Duffy on May 7. Mike also saw a
species which he calls Pyrausta despicata but as I cannot find this name in my
books I do not know its moth number and cannot create a record for it - at a
guess it had a different genus name in 1979 (the date of my copy of Bradley and
Fletcher which lists and numbers the moths)

o

Fox moth: Seen in Bentley Wood by Mike Gibbons on May 7

o

Maiden's Blush

o

Sandy Carpet: One came to a window of Paul Boswell's home in Greywell
(north Hampshire) on May 6

o

Currant Pug: Trapped by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on May 2

o

Ochreous Pug: Trapped at Sherborne St John (north of Basingstoke) on May 2
and reported by Mike Wall via Tim Norriss - somewhere in this chain the date
may have been changed as Nick Montegriffo also reports this species as being
trapped by him at Sherborne St John on May 3 (I try to adhere to the rule that
dates for moth finds should be those of the evening on which the trap was set,
not the morning on which the moth was identified - even if the moth did not
reach the trap until after midnight it was almost certainly ready to fly on the
previous evening and should have the credit of the earliest date on which it
could have been seen. As some people still give the date for their finds as that
of 'the morning after' confusion can easily arise!)

o

Narrow-winged Pug: Another moth at Sherborne St John with two dates - I
have recorded it as first out on May 2.

o

The Seraphim: Trapped by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on May 2

o

Yellow-barred Brindle: Taken by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John on
May 3

o

Peppered Moth: First goes to Richard Carpenter at Hill Head, Gosport, on May
1 but also taken by Nick Montegriffo on May 2.

o

Poplar Hawkmoth: Taken by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John on May 3

o

Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth

o

Buff Ermine: Another first for Nick Montegriffo on May 3

o

Cinnabar Moth: First seen on Martin Down by Mark Litjens on May 8

o

The Campion: Taken by Tim Walker at Winchester on May 4

o

The Sycamore

o

Mother Shipton: Seen by Mike Duffy on Stockbridge Down by day on May 7

o

Winter Moth

: Seen by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh sometime during the week ending May 4

: A fresh specimen seen feeding from Bugle at Bentley Wood by Adrian Hoskins
on May 8

: Another for Nick Montegriffo on May 3

: Not a sighting of the moth but a report of massive defoliation of oak trees at
Hartley Witney in the north east of Hampshire by their caterpillars - the leaves
on these trees have vanished and replaced by the white silk tents in which the
caterpillars live when not muching leaves.

3. Butterflies
:
o

Glanville Fritillary: The only ‘first of year’ species for this update - one seen on
May 7 at the Bonchurch undercliff area of Ventnor on the Isle of Wight.

o

Clouded Yellow: Two sightings in February (Isle or Wight and Bournemouth)
were probably of insects that had just emerged locally from pupa. Two in May
could possibly have been first migrants arriving and one at Portland on May 8 is
very likely to have been a migrant though one reported anonymously at
Pulborough Brooks on May 2 is perhaps a slightly dubious record.

o

Small Blue: I have already reported a first on the Isle of Wight on May 1 but the
first mainland sighting was at Martin Down on May 8 (when there was a second
on the IoW). All three sightings were of single butterflies.

o

Duke of Burgundy: The highest count so far is of 39 insects at Noar Hill on May
6 but I am uncertain who made this count - both Ian Julian from Hayling and a
18 members of the Petersfield Wildlife group were there on that day and both
have independently sent me identical lists purporting to be what they saw but
the co-incidence strikes me as suggesting that there may be a 'sightings board'
at the reserve and that both parties copied the lists off such a board - in which
the credit for the good score should go the that ubiquitous observer named
'Anon' (or perhaps in this case Sue Clarke?).

o

Painted Lady: Five records dated from Jan 8 to Apr 27 may have been of
hibernating insects but a group of four recent records since May 2 could be
migrants. On May 2 one was seen on the coast at Hordle Cliffs near New Milton
and another was seen inland at Botley Woods, on May 3 one was at Portland
Bill and on May 8 one was at a high point on the Isle of Wight (near the
Rowridge TV transmitter)

o

Pearl-bordered Fritillary: At least ten have been seen at Bentley Wood (on
May 7 and 8) but so far no reports of them at any other site.

o

Small Heath: Following the first sighting at Broughton Down on May 1 there
have been two sightings at Noar Hill on May 6 and 7 but so far no one has seen
more than a single butterfly.

OTHER
1. Fox: A female with large teats (Madonna with the big boobies) is being regularly seen
taking rabbits on the grass around the IBM building at Portsmouth where the site is
becoming over-run with Rabbits. Perhaps some of those put out of work by the ban on
Fox hunting could be persuaded to round up the foxes in their area and bring them
down to Portsmouth when IBM have built a series of artificial Fox dens around the site?
(Conservationists build artificial holts for Otters to help keep the fish population down
when the fish are not a pest so why not extend the practice to Foxes and Rabbits
where the latter are a genuine nuisance?) An extra bonus for anyone left to work at
IBM in the future could be a serious reduction in the Canada Goose problem, reducing
the tons of goose droppings that are everywhere around the site (a worse problem in
my view than the dog - and traveller - droppings that cause consternation among the
general public elsewhere) and eventually allowing re-growth of the lakeside grass
lawns that were intended to make the 'ornamental' parts of the grounds really attractive
but which have been torn up by the geese and replaced by coarse weeds (I can
remember days when people could come out of the cafeteria during their lunch break
and actually lie down to sunbathe on the grass!)
2. Polecat
: On May 7 birders using a beach hut at Bexhill as their sea-watching base were
surprised when a passer by came up to tell them that a Polecat had just scuttled under
their hut. This animal had been seen by others on the previous evening hunting the
grounds of the local B & Q Store and was almost certainly an escaped tame animal (I

doubt a genuine Polecat would show itself so easily to the public) and this thought sent
me to check on the differences between Polecats and Ferrets (which are basically
tame Polecats). Normally Ferrets are pale creamy white all over while Polecats are
dark brown with a white face partially covered by a dark mask around the eyes and
nose, but Ferrets can revert to the dark colour and to claim that you have seen a
genuine Polecat you should first confirm that it has the distinctive face mask and black
legs. Until recently Polecats were only found in Wales and the Welsh Marches but, like
Buzzards and Kites, they have extrended their range eastward and at least one
genuine Polecat has been killed on Hampshire roads.
While on this subject I cannot resist re-quoting what I wrote on 2 Sep 2002. "On Aug 19
I passed on Martin Gillingham's account of how, while fishing on the banks of the River
Severn in July, he had been attacked by a group of 8 Mink that were after his fishing
bait, and how another fisherman there was actually bitten by these animals. Today
another similar story comes from Steve Mansfield who tells how he was cycling down a
country lane near Cliddesden, just south of Basingstoke, in mid July when he met a
pack of seven or eight Polecats/Ferrets. Expecting them to run for cover Steve cycled
on and was very surprised when the animals made a concerted attack on his bicycle. I
assume that he got away by racing them, but I hate to think what would have happened
had they punctured a tyre and caused Steve to fall on the ground .... "
3. Feral Goat
: These were in the news recently when there was a proposal to cull some of the
population on the north Devon coast, and on May 7 I had a reminder that they can be
found on the Isle of Wight - two were seen on the West High Down at the west end of
the Island (there was also a single report of two Goats there on 5 June 2004)
4. Dolphin/Porpoise
: A sighting off Bexhill on May 7 could have been any small cetacean
5. Grey Seal
: Belated news from Russell Wynn of a positively identified Grey Seal in the west
Solent on Apr 16 (maybe the 'lone ranger' seen off Portland on May 4?)
6. Roe Deer
: Richard Carpenter is one of the first to comment on the fresh red colour of Roe as
they moult their dull winter coat. He saw more than one buck at Titchfield Haven on
May 6 but neither he nor anyone else has yet told me of seeing one of the long mating
chases that take place at this time of year - the buck chasing the doe for hours at a
trime, both animals so intent on their own affairs that they will run close by you if you
stand still. These are generally cross-country chases with no fixed route but I also
remember seeing a well beaten circular track around an old oak tree in the Stansted
Forest area and would welcome any comments on what part that plays in the May rut
of these animals - is it made by the buck circling the tree waiting for a doe to show in his
patch or is the chase sometimes in a closed circle?
7. Hare
: Adrian Martin sounded slightly surprised to find a Hare in a woodland clearing when
he was seeking butterflies in Bentley Wood (on the Wiltshire border west of
Stockbridge) on May 8 but it is my understanding that a lot of Hares lie up in woodland
by day, coming out to graze the adjacent fields after dusk - I have quite often seen
them in Stansted Forest.
8. Newts
: On May 6 Richard Carpenter found more than 30 Common/Smooth Newts
(including colourful males) and a few Palmate Newts in ponds at Whiteley Pastures on
the southern edge of Botley Woods.
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Tue 10 May
A. Common Bird Census at Warblington Farm
A fine morning for our sixth visit to the farm for this year’s census - plenty of sunshine
but a cool north east wind making me glad I had a sweater on until near the end of the
four hour stint.
I could not see the Little Owl near the Old Rectory but in that section I had an
unexpected singing Goldcrest, two separate Song Thrushes carrying food for their
young and three Swallows circling above the Pook Lane stables in which they nest
each year (there were another three Swallows based at the main farm seen later).
At the seaward end of Pook Lane, with the tide at its lowest, all I could see at first was
some 20 Black-headed Gulls though later I found one pair of Shelduck on this large
mudflat, heard Whimbrel and saw a few Herring Gulls and three Oystercatchers.
Halfway across the first block of fields between Pook Lane and the cemetery I had the
best bird of the day - a lovely male Whinchat - which I only saw when scanning a
hedge to locate a Whitethroat that I could hear singing. The bird was very obliging,
sitting in the sun on the top of the hedge and staying there for a good three hours to let
Tony Gutteridge see it still there later.
In the farm I not only enjoyed one of three Swallows firmly perched on an overhead
power line, singing its heart out, but also saw a well fledged juvenile Dunnock and
found my first Pineappleweed in flower. Going from the farmyard into the churchyard I
found Spindle newly in flower
In the damp SSSI field east of the cemetery I found my first Brooklime and Lesser
Spearwort in flower along with my first Distant Sedge, and nearing the reedbed (just
inside the seawall) I spent some time trying to glimpse a Reed Warbler that was
singing magnificently giving me thoughts of Marsh Warbler (not seriously). In the
reedbed itself a pair of Reed Buntings were present for the first time this year and
along the edges of the water channels that run across the field (which seem to fill with
seawater coming through the soil under the seawall when the tide is high - this land
then being below sealevel) there were many leaves of Brookweed.
After crossing the stream I had close views of three Blackaps - two males apparently
squabbling over one female and oblivious of my presence. It was now warm enough to
bring out the first butterflies - two Green-veined Whites. Continuing east along the
shore fields towards Emsworth I came on two more Whitethroats and heard two
singing Skylarks which are just hanging on here.
Working up the eastern stream I found Ragged Robin and Marsh Valerian in flower
and saw a single Speckled Wood - the only bird interest here was more Blackcap and
Whitethroat song. Starting back along the broad farm track leading towards the Castle
I had my first Small Tortoiseshell of the year looking remarkable fresh (presumably
having found a good place to hibernate and having slept there from a day or so after it
emerged last autumn until now).
At the cressbeds pond I saw two Moorhens (the only ones we know of on the farm this
year) and Tony Gutteridge saw a Mallard with ducklings when he was there before
me - I had a Great Spotted Woodpecker in exchange!
One other sight worth a mention was of three Cormorants flying north high over the
fields in line astern - the central bird being an adult in breeding plumage. We have

seen Cormorants do this in past years, sometimes spiralling up over these shore fields
before flying inland at about five hundred feet.
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WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAY 2 - 8 (Week 18)
Sun 8 May
A. Broad Marsh
Having been stuck in doors all day writing up the reports which appear below I took a
short break in the evening sunshine after a small thunder shower had passed over.
Walking up onto the mound from the slipway and then down at the opposite corner of
the mound I then walked back down the slipway approach road and in doing so found
long stretches of the roadside grass on the mound side was comprised of Fern Grass
(Catapodium rigidum) - something I had been looking for without success when at
IBM Portsmouth yesterday.
Nothing else of note here but I did notice that the Hemlock plants are at last beginning
to send up flower stems that will have flowers open within the week.
B. (Sun0805) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Manx Shearwater: A count of more than 100 passing Portland Bill on May 4 is the only
large movement of seabirds in the past few days.
2. Mute Swan
: In previous notes I passed on Ian Pibworth's comment that he does not expect to see
the herd of 34 Swans (which has been flying on to roost at night on the Testwood
Lakes near Southampton) for much longer as the birds become flightless during their
summer moult. Reading in recent news that Dave Pearson saw a herd of 32 Swans on
Alresford Pond on May 2 I wonder if they stay there to moult or if they fly to the sea for
safety at this time of year? Can anyone tell me?
3. Canada Goose
: On May 7 I found 56 adults and 19 goslings around the IBM Lake at Portsmouth with
more young likely to come from five nests on which birds were still sitting.
4. Bar-headed Goose
: Remembering recent news of three of these seen on Apr 30 apparently flying around
the south coast from Portland Bill to Selsey Bill I wonder if two Bar-heads which
suddenly appeared at Pett Level (Rye Bay) on May 4 were the same birds, and also
what it is that makes them go 'walk-about' at this time of year. Whatever the urge to fly
may be it seems as if it is not restricted to Bar-heads as a group of 5 Barnacles also
turned up at Pett that day. Another possible indication of an urge to move to pastures
new may be seen in the report of more than 40 of the Isle of Wight's huge population of
feral Barnacles seen at the Hersey nature reserve on the Island on May 3. Are these
birds, like the Swans, looking for a good place to spend their moult period?
5. Brent Goose

: No recent news of summering birds in Langstone or Chichester Harbours but one
seen at Christchurch Harbour on May 2, 3 and 4 (and described as 'sick') will
presumably stay there while one flying west past Stokes Bay at Gosport on May 3
(after being seen there on May 2) may be the same bird which was seen on May 4 in
the Newtown Harbour nature reserve on the IoW (and likely to stay there for the
summer)
6. Wigeon
: On Apr 22 Richard Carpenter saw one at Titchfield Haven and wondered if it was the
last he would see until the autumn - since then the Titchfield Haven news has been
updated to show that one was still there on Apr 30 (and likely to stay the summer?)
7. Garganey
: These were still on the move on May 2. I had already heard of singles being seen at
Christchurch Harbour and in the Cuckmere valley near Beachy Head on that day but I
now have two more reports, one of six birds flying along the Worthing seafront and the
other of a pair being seen by the Adur river near Henfield (all reports for May 2)
8. Shoveler
: I wonder if these could be breeding in Christchurch Harbour? A pair were seen there
on May 2 and a female was there on May 5.
9. Pochard
: Another likely breeding report comes from Alresford Pond where Dave Pearson saw
a pair of Pochard on May 2.
10. Scaup: A more unexpected report of a Scaup still in the Basingstoke area on May 2
comes from the Basingstoke birders big day out.
11. Long-tailed Duck: A late bird was seen hurrying past Portland Bill on May 3
12. Common Scoter: Counts of 122 passing Portland Bill, and 134 passing St Catherine's
Point on the Isle of Wight, both on May 2, were among the few recent large scale
movements along the channel.
13. Velvet Scoter: Also on May 2 just one of these was seen at Dungeness.
14. Ruddy Duck: For those still bounty hunting Dave Pearson tells us that there were four
birds (three of them males so possibly more females in hiding) at Alresford Pond on
May 2 and on the same day the species also appeared on the Basingstoke Birders day
list.
15. Honey Buzzard: The second bird of the year was annonymously reported to have
been over North Oakley near Basingstoke on May 2
16. Osprey: One was reported to have gone over Titchfield Haven on May 1 - could it be
one of the 'lost birds' turning up late?
17. Black-winged Stilt: It looks as if the bird which was at Pulborough Brooks from Apr 23
to 25 and was then at Cuckmere Haven on May 1 is continuing to head east, turning up
in the Dungeness area on May 4 (the assumption that all these sightings were of the
same bird is my guess only!)
18. Avocet: I would guess that any birds with a serious intention of breeding this year
would have been back at their nesting ground before now so maybe a couple of Avocet
seen by John Norton at Stokes Bay, Gosport on May 3 were non-breeders this year but
maybe thinking of finding a good place to nest next year. John says that they arrived
from the east, flew up and down the Stokes Bay shore several times, occasionally
landing on the sea, but he does not say which way they left (or even if they did leave).

Maybe they were not the only birds on the same mission as Barry Carter at Selsey Bill
noted ten Avocets there (also on May 3) but they behaved more expectedly, flying on
east.
19. Kentish Plover: The first mention of this species for the year is of one in the
Ferrybridge area of Portland on May 3. These birds have turned up more than once in
past years on Thorney Island (Pilsey sands area) and I see that one was there on Apr
26 and 27 in 2003 while another was at the Blashford Lakes (Ringwood) on 8 June in
that year.
20. Knot: These are uncommon in May (though they are seen along the south coast in
most months of the year) so a flock of six in Christchurch Harbour on May 4 was
notable.
21. Summer Stints: An adult Little Stint was at Christchurch Harbour on May 5 and a
Temminck's Stint at the Dungeness RSPB reserve on May 4
22. Curlew Sandpiper: I have not heard of the Titchfield Haven bird being seen since May
1 but on May 4 two adults turned up at Christchurch Harbour.
23. Purple Sandpiper: Six were seen at Newhaven on May 3.
24. Black-tailed Godwit: 242 of these were still at the flooded fields at Keyhaven on May
5, seen by Tevor Carpenter who thinks this is the highest May count at any south coast
site. There were more that 250 there on Mar 27 but that had dropped to 183 by Apr 25.
However the current count of 242 probably represents a wave of non-breeding birds
moving north from the continent (a half-hearted attempt to get to Iceland??) as I see
that last year the peak count on the Lymington marshes was only 210 in March and
only 140 in April but Russell Wynn then had counts of 110 on May 17 and 230 on May
23.
25. Pomarine Skua: A count of 34 passing St Catherine's Point on May 2 was the highest
count on the Isle of Wight since 29 April 1990 (when 38 went by). I presume most of
these birds kept well out to sea as the count at Selsey Bill that day was only 13. (St
Catherine's also had the highest count of Arctic Skuas that day - but only 14 of them.
Surprisingly the IoW watchers had no Bonxies that day although Paul Brayshaw at
Worthing notched up 8 of them)
26. Ross's Gull: A probable only but a 'cautious observer' at Christchurch Harbour is
pretty sure he had one passing on May 4
27. Gull-billed Tern: On May 4 one was confidently reported to be at the RSPB
Dungeness reserve.
28. Arctic Tern: An unprecedented flock of 68 were over Fleet Pond in north east
Hampshire on May 4 to set a new county record.
29. Little Tern: Although I have no detail beyond what was chalked on the new sightings
board at the Hayling Oysterbeds when I passed on May 6 it seems that more than 40
birds have been back to have a look at the nest island there.
30. Turtle Dove: When Brian Fellows was there on May 4 one bird was sitting openly, and
purring, on the overhead power lines crossing the track created by the NRA just north
of the Thorney Island Little Deeps to get heavy machinery from the main road to the
seawall. On May 5 Graham Osborne heard one in another regular local spot for them
at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley

31. Nightjar: Following the report of one flushed from an Isle of Wight garden on Apr 30
Graham Stephenson tells us that one was back on a north east Hampshire breeding
heath by May 2.
32. Swift: May 4 seems to have seen the arrival of a new wave of these birds in this
country. Portland Bill reported the arrival of 'many' birds and smaller numbers were
seen coming in off the sea at Selsey, Christchurch, and at Hook/Warsash. A little
inland there were more than 75 over Runcton Lake at Chichester and 3 came
screaming over houses in the centre of Emsworth where they are expected to nest.
33. Hoopoe: Number 8 for this year was by the River Adur near Henfield in Sussex on May
2
34. House Martin: 150 of these were over Runcton Lake at Chichester on May 4 when
Mark Litjens reported the first breeding birds back at their nests on the Hursley House
IBM site near Winchester (adding that they were a couple of weeks later than they had
been in 2004).
35. Whinchat: John Simons had a pair in the Dean Lane End area of Finchdean (north of
Rowlands Castle) on Apr 30 and on May 1
36. Short-toed Treecreeper: This is a bird which needs a very close view to identify and it
seems that someone at the Dungeness Bird Observatory managed to achieve this on
May 2. The Dungeness website says .. "The pick of the day was a Short-toed
Treecreeper which was seen by just two observers in the trapping area during the
morning"
37. Golden Oriole: So far there have been three lucky 'lottery winners' of this prize. On
April 30 one was glimpsed from a car driving through woods in the Rother Valley north
of Hastings (the driver was familiar with the species in South Africa). On May 3 a male
was seen properly in Belle Tout Wood on Beachy Head and on May 5 there were two
sightings on Portland Bill with an interval of a couple of hours between them - so
maybe two different birds.
38. Tree Sparrow: May 5 brought another reminder that this species is not yet fully extinct
- one appeared at Portland Bill. This is the third sighting away from the Rye Harbour
area where there has been a flock during the winter and where I think a few birds still
breed - recently there has been one at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 24 and another at
Selsey Bill on Apr 29
39. Brambling: A single female was still present in Mark Ash Wood (New Forest) on May
3
40. Serin: One at Portland Bill on May 5 was photographed and the pictures on the
observatory website show little of the bright yellow which I expected but emphasise the
heavy streaking along the flanks.
41. Siskin: This species is still listed as a moderately common breeder in the New Forest
but the Sussex Bird Report lists it as a very scarce breeder so it seems that Julie
Worrall, living in Balcombe north of Haywards Heath, was lucky to see three juveniles
feeding on a roof on May 4. These birds can nest as early as the beginning of April and
leave the nest one month after the eggs are laid.
42. Lesser Redpoll: This species is nowadays a rare breeder in the New Forest but
Russell Wynn was encouraged by hearing one singing on Apr 30 near Boldre village to
the north of Lymington

43. Corn Bunting: One turned up unexpectedly at Portland Bill on May 4 and locally I was
very pleased to hear from Tony Gutteridge that he had seen one on May 5 beside
Hares Lane which connects Racton hamlet in the Ems Valley to Funtington - the bird
was near the top of the rise as the road climbs east out of the river valley.
PLANTS
1. Hoary Stock: As I was cycling along the Eastoke promenade on May 6 I noticed two or
three plants growing in the shingle close to the seaward side of the promenade and
thought to myself that they looked like rather stunted plants of a white flowered garden
Stock with rather large flowers. When I got home I thought I would check if there is a
wild flower species of this description and came on Hoary Stock (Matthiola incana) and
read in the Hampshire Flora that this plant is long established along the Bournemouth
seafront and has one foothold in Hampshire at Barton on sea. Now I am keen to see if
the plants I saw could be a new Hampshire colony - I realise that they are likely to be a
local garden escape. Has anyone else noticed them? (very approximately half way
from Sandy Point to Eastoke Corner!)
2. Smith's Pepperwort
: My first sight of this species was at Black Point (Hayling) on May 6. The plants then
has begun to set seed so must have been out for a week or so.
3. Sea Kale
: Just one of the many plants I saw along the Hayling seafront on May 6 had started to
open its white flowers.
4. Childing Pink
: I was not expecting to see anything when I paid a 'courtesy call' to the site on Sinah
Common on May 6 but after a few minutes staring at the ground there I picked out one
very thin flower stem well over 10 cm high and having a flower head concealed in a
long thin 'cellophane wrapper' - having got my eye in I went on to see at least 8 smaller
spikes and reckon that there could well be flowers to be seen at the end of next week.
5. Lesser Trefoil
: This was in flower near beach huts on the Sinah Common shore of Hayling on May 6
6. Bush Vetch
: Although I have not seen it I suspect that this has been out for some time and this was
confirmed by a find in Lowton's Copse (south west foot of Butser Hill) on May 4 by Cliff
Oakley and his Petersfield Wildlife Group
7. Tormentil
: Peter Vaughan found this in flower on Odiham Common in north Hampshire as early
as May 1 and Brian Fellows found it out in Stansted Forest on May 3.
8. Parsley Piert
: With the aid of a hand lens I could detect a cluster of tiny flowers nestling in the leaf
axil of a specimen I checked at the IBM Portsmouth site on May 7 and I therefore
declare this plant to be in flower.
9. White Bryony
: A single flower was open on a plant growing by the causeway to Black Point on
Hayling Island on May 6
10. Holly: This had flowers open on May 7 in my garden
11. Dogwood: Flowering at the IBM Portsmouth site on May 7

12. Pignut: Cliff Oakley's Petersfield Wildife Group were the first to find this flowering
when they were in Lowton's Copse north of Clanfield on May 4
13. Hemlock Water Dropwort: I have been expecting to find this in flower for about a
week but when I did so it was not a typical streamside plant but a stunted oddity
growing in very dry conditions on the Hayling seafront on May 6
14. Yellow Pimpernel: Brian Fellows was the first to see this in flower when he was in
Stansted Forest on May 3, closely followed by Cliff Oakley in Lowton's Copse north of
Clanfield on May 4
15. Heath Speedwell: I found a healthy clump of this flowering on a dry south west facing
grass bank at the IBM Portsmouth site when I was there on May 7
16. Lousewort: Found flowering on Bartley Heath at Hook in north Hampshire by Peter
Vaughan on May 2
17. Hounds Tongue: Not yet in flower but it was good to see a cluster of healthy looking
young plants just inside the Sandy Point nature reserve (where they appear each year)
on May 6
18. Alkanet (Anchusa officinalis): Flowering at the entrance to the Black Point Sailing
Club grounds on May 6 (not to be confused with the much commoner Green Alkanet)
19. Russian Comfrey: I saw my first show of this in flower at North Common on Hayling
on May 6
20. Seaside Daisy (Erigeron glaucus): This is grown as a garden plant in many south
Hayling gardens but survives equally well untended on the shore and waysides there. I
found it in flower on May 6
21. Ox-Eye or May Daisy: Swathes of this were at last in flower at the IBM Portsmouth site
on May 7
22. Hawkweed species (Hieracium): An unexpected find at the IBM Portsmouth site on
May 7 was one of these with many flowers in an umbel shape and with several stem
leaves.
23. Red Hot Poker: Although I could barely detect the plants which normally flower
profusely near the Little Deeps on Thorney Island when I was there on May 2 other
plants at the Hayling Black Point Sailing Club were in flower on May 6
24. White Helleborine: The plants which grow on the east bank of the canal running north
from Building D entrance at the IBM Portsmouth site were already starting to flower on
May 7
25. Common Twayblade: Cliff Oakley found these orchids in flower in Lowtons Copse
north of Clanfield on May 4, just one day after Tony Gutteridge had found some out in
Sussex woodland near Walderton. Cliff also found Early Purples out in Lowtons
Copse though he does not mention any albino plants (one or two have been found
there in the past).
26. False Fox Sedge: This was flowering at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on May 4, along
with Greater and Lesser Pond Sedge, Hairy Sedge, Divided Sedge and Pendulous
Sedge
27. Hare's Tail Grass: There was a great mass of this in the Black Point area of Hayling
when I was there on May 6 with some starting to open out into white, fluffy Hare's Tails.

INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Hairy Dragonfly

o

Blue-tailed Damselfly

o

Large Red Damselfly

: One was seen on May 1 in the Pannell Valley running west from Rye
: One also seen in the Pannell Vally on May 1
: These are now out at at least half a dozen sites - new reports are from Hook
Common in north Hampshire and from the Pannell valley in Sussex

2. Butterflies
:
o

Small Copper

o

Duke of Burgundy

o

Painted Lady

o

Pearl-bordered Fritillary

o

Small Heath

: With only three previous reports from two sites (Gosport and Stockbridge
Down) it may be of interest that I saw one on Sinah Common, South Hayling, on
May 6
: On May 5 Peter Eeles had the highest score to date with a count of 37 on
Stockbridge Common and Alan Thornbury found 11 in 'Grandfathers Bottom'
north west of Butser Hill.
: On May 2 Paul Winter found one on Hordle Cliffs west of New Milton and on
May 3 one was seen on Portland island bringing the number of reports for this
year up to 7.
: According to the log book at Bentley Wood (on the Hants/Wilts border west of
Stockbridge) the first of these was seen on May 2 (last year the first was not out
there until May 10). By May 5 Peter Eeles was able to find five there as well as
seeing one in an area of Stockbridge Down where he was not aware of their
existence.
: Just one isolated report so far of one seen on May 1 by Dave Pearson at
Broughton Down (also near Stockbridge)

3. Moths
:
o

Rush Veneer

o

Palpita vitrealis

o

The Mocha

o

Clay Triple Lines

: What seems to be the first for the year was taken at Portland Bill on May 5
: May 1 brought reports of this migrant species from four sites (in Somerset,
Dorset, Berks and Herts)
: First of the year at Dungeness also on May 1
: Taken at Dungeness on May 2

o

Latticed Heath

o

Striped Hawkmoth

o

Pale Prominent

o

White Ermine

o

Large Yellow Underwing

o

L-album Wainscot

: Also at Dungeness but on May 1
: A more exciting first of the year at Dungeness on May 2
: First taken on May 4 at Rye Harbour
: Another May 1 record from the Pannell Valley west of Rye.
: First taken in Durlston Country Park, Dorset, on May 1
: First of year claimed in the Scillies on May 2

4. Other insects
:
o

Great Silver Water Beetle (Hydropilus piceus)

o

Common Groundhopper

: One of these was a surprise find in a moth trap at Rye Harbour on May 4.
Unlike the commoner Great Diving Beetle (Dysticus marginalis) the Silver
Water Beetle is uncommon and only found in the south of England. It is
noticeably larger than D. marginalis and can be distinguished from it by the fact
that it comes up for air head first and breaks the surface with one of its
antennae. Dysticus species come up for air tail first.
: Peter Hutchins included this species in his May 2 Basingstoke birders daylist
of wildlife in the Basingstoke Borough. As I had to reminde myself what a
Groundhopper use there may be others who would like a bit of revision on the
subject.
Bob Chapman made me aware of Groundhoppers in May 2003 when he wrote
about them on the HWT website after seeing them at Farlington Marshes,
saying .. "These are a small relatives of the grasshoppers that overwinter not as
eggs but as adults or large nymphs. They like bare ground, often in damp
places and there are three British species. At Farlington we have the Common
and Slender Groundhoppers and may have the much scarcer Cepero's as
well. Slender and Cepero's are very similar and have a remarkable ability to
swim, including under-water, to avoid predators as well as the more usual
grasshopper technique of jumping or making short flights.'
At that time I went on to add that .. "Chinery's Collins Guide to Insects shows
that the Groundhoppers are a fraction over half the size of the common Field or
Meadow Grasshoppers. You should look for them in places where the grass is
sparse, but they are difficult to spot on account of the way their brown colour
merges in with the earth on which they are to be found. If you see a possible
candidate and can get a close enough view they are very easy to separate from
grasshoppers and crickets as the hard shell (called the pronotum) which covers
the thorax (like a saddle) in all three groups extends right to the back of the
abdomen in ground hoppers whereas it only covers a small section at the front
of the abdomen in Grasshoppers and Crickets. At least two species of
Groundhopper have a set of rear wings only where Grasshoppers have both
front and rear wings, and these wings could obscure the pronotum when viewed
from the side but should not do so if you look from above."

o

Hornet

o

Cockchafer

: A third report for this year comes from the Basingstoke Birders who were out
daylisting the wildlife of their Borough over the May holiday - I know nothing
more than that Hornet was ticked on their list.
: After Nick Montegriffo's find of the first for the year in his mothtrap near
Basingstoke on Apr 30 George Spraggs tells us that on the night of May 4 one
came in through an open window at his south Hayling home, settled on his hand
and refused to leave it while George was tapping an email message about it into
his computer - no doubt it logged off eventually (or maybe he is stuck with it for
life?)

OTHER
1. Grey Seal: On May 4 one of these posed off Portland Bill in order to get its photo on
the Portland website, causing me to wonder if they ever see Common Seals that far
west. Here in Hampshire the Common Seals which love sand or mud to haul out on are
the commoner species but we do occasionally see Grey Seals (which prefer a rocky
coast). My Reader's Digest book of Animals has a distribution map for Common Seals
showing them all around Ireland and up the west coast of Scotland, then down the east
coast of Britain to the Thames estuary but with none shown along the south or west
coast of England or Wales so I guess our Chichester harbour colony really is a frontier
post for them.
2. Muntjac Deer
: A group of Basingstoke birders who were out on the May Day holiday weekend
day-listing the wildlife to be found in the Borough of Basingstoke produced some
impressive wildlife lists for an area which is probably regarded by those who do not live
there as being not particularly rich in wildlife. As well as listing 91 bird species (the
potential for over 100 is in the area) the had both Hare and Muntjac seen during the
day.
3. Roe Deer
: The Basingstoke birders inevitably had Roe on their list but slightly more surprising
was a sighting on May 6 of one on the north Hayling fields near Northney. The species
is listed in Pete Durnell's 'Wildlife of Hayling' but most Hayling Islanders (including
naturalists living there) will not be aware that they occur on the island.
4. Stickle-back fish
: When I was a young boy in the 1930s the practice among country boys of collecting
Sticklebacks in a jam jar was almost as common as the collecting of frogspawn to
watch it develop into tiny frogs has been until recently (will that too soon be a forgotten
relic of a wildlife rich past?). I cannot remember when I last saw a Stickleback so I am
much indebted to Peter Vaughan at Hook in north Hampshire for telling me that he has
just seen them (including males in their red breeding colours) in a tiny stream running
through a remnant of ancient woodland (Shirlens Copse) which abuts on the northern
fringe of modern housing in Hook.
In checking up on them I also resolved a query in the back of my mind - I know there is
more than one species of Stickleback but did not know how to differentiate them
without counting the spines. What I now understand is that the only species you are
likely to come across is the Three-Spined Stickleback (and if there is a colourful male
among them it must be that species). Although Three-spined can be found in estuaries
and seaside rock pools they are typically found inland in still or slow-moving water. The
other species (which can have from seven to twelve spines and is usually called the
Nine-spined, but sometimes Ten-spined) is much less common and is virtually

restricted to standing water, usually in river estuaries where the water gets changed
occasionally by river spates or high tides. Both species build 'nests' and care for their
young, but only the Three-spined males can turn red to attract females.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0405
Sat 7 May
A. WeBS count at the Portsmouth IBM Lake
Many WeBS counters abandon their task during the summer months when there are
no high tide wader roosts or wildfowl flocks on the water but the IBM site is full of
interest for me throughout the year and the monthly count is a good excuse to spend a
couple of hours there.
Today the bird interest was mainly in the Canada Geese but there were some good
things to report. Top of my list was the presence of a Sedge Warbler on the canal
edge just north of the west end of the lake (where we have had one in recent years as
a late addition to the many Reed Warblers that have been there since reeds began to
grow around the newly created lake in the 1970s). Also at the west end of the lake I
saw both Great Crested Grebes - one out in the centre of the water, the other
appearing very briefly at the edge of the reeds within which they have presumably
have a nest. Across the water from them the male Swan was keeping a close guard on
his mate, sitting tight on her nest, and close to them I had a surprise when I put up a
Little Egret which had been in the shallow water where the causeway gives access to
the islands - I don’t think we have ever had a summer month Egret on site before.
Also of interest to me was the presence of two Whitethroats out on the islands,
singing very competitively at each other, and of a Lesser Whitethroat at the foot of the
motorway bank east of the lake (where a single Long-tailed Tit probably had a mate
on a nearby nest). Elsewhere two Blackcaps were singing and near the buildings a
male Pied Wagtail on the grass is also likely to have a nest.
In contrast to these birds there was a long list of birds not seen - no Heron, no Swifts or
hirundines, and no gulls (other than one immature Herring Gull which flew over) - not
even a Little Grebe. Also no Kestrels which have bred here until recently, and of course
no Skylarks, Meadow Pipits or Yellow Wagtails which bred here in the now distant
past. Even the Coot and Moorhen were in very low numbers (10 Coot and only 5
Moorhen with not a nest or chick to be seen). Mallard were few but at least they had
offspring - I counted 24 adults and 22 tiny ducklings (including a family of nine
ducklings which were making lots of noise and shooting hither and thither across the
water having apparently lost their mother).
Coming to the dreaded Canada Geese I have to report the continued presence of 27
pairs (probably 29 as there were two singles which might have had unseen mates on
nests) and a total of 19 goslings already hatched (one pair had 8 goslings with them).
Worse is to come as I saw five occupied nests.
To take my mind off the evils of the natural world I saw my very first female Orange
Tip along with the Green-veined Whites that have always had a colony here (the
strong wind meant that I saw no other butterflies other than Small Whites, and no
dragonflies).
Fresh flowers were an even better antidote - top of the list there were my first fully open
Ox-eye Daisies, though orchid enthusiasts would probably put them below the White
Helleborines that were also in flower (a couple of very fresh flowers on at least 11
plants showing so far - I also found the first hint of sheathed flower spikes on some
Common Spotted plants and leaves of one Pyramidal orchid). Another pleasing first

flower was Heath Speedwell (just one colony but a healthy one), and as a surprise I
found a single Hieracium of the umbellate type with sparse leaves all up the stem). I
also used my hand lens to see that some of the great mass of Parsley Piert was ‘in
flower’.
Fri 6 May
A. Around Hayling Island
This afternoon I cycled down the east side of Hayling Island to visit Black/Sandy
Points, then along the Hayling Bay shore to come back up the west shore along the
Coastal Path.
While still on the Billy Trail in Havant I had a male Orange Tip and at my first stop North Common at Northney - I added Peacock and Small White as well as finding a
colony of Green-veined Whites in the area where the Goats Rue will soon be
showing. Today the only fresh flowers here were Hedgerow Cranesbill (in the
gateway from the carpark to the common), Russian Comfrey and Winter Cress - I
collected a specimen of the latter as it seemed to have small flowers but when I
examined it the flowers were less than 5mm across (common Winter Cress flowers
should exceed 7mm) but I could find no trace of hairs on the flower buds so put it down
as B. vulgaris rather than stricta.
Just south of Northney village, before reaching Gutner Lane, I was puzzled when a
‘proper cyclist’ who had just passed me at high speed did a U-turn in the road to stare
into the vast cereal field to the west of the road. When I caught up I found he was
looking at a Roe doe less than 100 metres from us - an uncommon sight on Hayling
Island but I see that the species is listed in Pete Durnell’s ‘Wildlife of Hayling Island’.
At Black Point the Alkanet (Anchusa - not the common Green Alkanet) was in flower at
the top of the ramp into the Sailing Club grounds, and all along the causeway and out
to the west of it the sand was covered with Hare’s Tail grass just coming into ‘flower’
and opening its white fluffy ‘tails’. Also at the end of the causeway (where the public
path goes down onto the shore) one flower was open on White Bryony (on my way
home I noticed the glossy green leaves of Black Bryony for the first time this year).
At the western end of the Sailing Club grounds Red Hot Poker was in flower (not a
sign of it on northwest Thorney Island a few days ago) as was Broom. More genuine
wild flowers here were lots of Eastern Rocket and Changing Forget-me-not with my
first find of Smith’s Pepperwort (already starting to develop seed so it has been out
for some time). Offshore here I saw my first Common Tern!
Going back past the Lifeboat Station I had my first view of the new overflow carpark for
the sailing club (a loss of wildlife habitat long resisted by the Chichester Harbour
Conservancy but as with all such battles to save wildlife the power of money wins in the
end every time). I’m not sure what is happening to the old hospital grounds south of the
Lifeboat Station - a lot of unwanted shrub vegetation has gone but so have the piles of
rubble on which migrant butterflies used to bask, sheltered by the vegetation. after a
cross-channel flight, and much of the grassland has been scraped to bare earth. If that
is to encourage growth of native plants well and good but if it is the precursor to new
building then not good. South of where the scraping ends I was pleased to see the
leaves of one Cotton Thistle plant (those on the western tip of the Black Point area
were not to be seen today). The last thing I noticed at Sandy Point was that plants of
Hounds Tongue are coming up again, but it is too early to expect flowers on them.
Heading west along the Eaststoke promenade I saw my first ‘Seaside Daisies’
(Erigeron glaucus) in flower along with lots of Thrift (Sea Pink) and some Sea

Radish but the highlights here were white flowers already open on just one Sea Kale
plant and a few of what looked like stunted plants of garden Stock with large white
flowers - these were growing in the shingle just across the promenade from the
‘gardens’ of the house but I have never noticed plants like these in any of the gardens.
When I got home I found they could be Hoary Stock (Matthiola incana) which the
Hants Flora only records as being present at one site (Barton on sea) though it is said
to be well established on the Bournemouth seafront.
After the Beachlands Funfair I had a look at the seafront near the first beach huts but
only added Lesser Trefoil to my year list before going to look for the Childing Pink, of
which I could just detect some eight spikes with sealed flower heads - should be
flowers within a week I think. To make up for the dullness of these plants a Small
Copper butterfly was basking on the grass (another first for me).
On the way home one Lesser Whitethroat was singing in the hedge of the Coastal
Path (no Yellowhammers, no other Whitethroats) and I had a good view of a male
Sparrowhawk when I stopped to listen in vain for Turtle Dove in the trees south of
Stoke Bay. In the shore carpark at what was the North Hayling Halt on the railway I was
pleased to see that a ‘sightings’ board has been put up (thanks no doubt to John
Shillitoe) and it told me that 40+ Little Terns were back at the Oysterbeds. As it was
low tide when I got there I was not surprised that 40+ meant just two birds but to make
up for that I did hear the gentle call of a Ringed Plover from the northern part of the
Oysterbeds area so hopefully some are still nesting there.
Wed 4 May
A. New Lane area of Havant
This afternoon I took a short walk to the New Lane allotments here in Havant, returning
via Elm Lane and the railway station.
The first surprise came on the Billy Trail behind my house where ordinary Winter
Cress (B. vulgaris) was out with very first flowers on Cut-leaved Cranesbill nearby.
Crossing the railway I went into the Eastern Road cemetery where a large ‘fairy ring’ of
St George’s Mushrooms was to be seen - I have not seen them growing in this way
before and maybe it was by chance that they were growing around a normal ‘Fairy
Ring’ and that they will be succeeded by a show of Marasmius oreades.
From the cemetery I had a look into the New Lane allotments and used my binoculars
to investigate some tall, yellow-flowered plants which I found had very thin bladed
pinnate leaves and were almost certainly American Winter Cress.
Among the new houses in the old Oak Park School grounds I saw a bird disappear into
a clump of trees and thought there was something unusual about the way it flew in going to get a look at it I found that it had a barred tail but before I could see more it flew
off through the trees but luckily came back overhead among a chorus of disapproval
from other birds to show it was a male Sparrowhawk.
Nothing else of note until I got back into Havant and found Round-leaved Cranesbill
starting to flower behind the shops at the North St end of Prince George Street.
B. (Wed0405) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sat3004
BIRDS

1. Mute Swan: Ian Pibworth, who spends dawn to dusk of every Sunday sitting on a hill
overlooking the Testweed Lakes at Totton, Southampton, regularly records the
number of Swans which flight in at dusk to roost on the lakes and at the end of March
he had a peak count of 51 birds there. On May 1 this was down to 34 and he remarks
that he soon expects the count to be zero as the Swans move to the sea to spend the
period of their summer moult during which they may be unable to fly. This should serve
as a reminder to start watching the places where these summer moult flocks
congregate - locally the mouth of the Hermitage stream at Broadmarsh is one and
Emsworth harbour another though the flock there will be small in comparison to the
hundreds in the Christchurch area (mouth of the Avon and Stour rivers) and at the
head of Southampton Water. Another local note about Swans is that the pair which
nest on Budds Farm pools are now settled on their nest which we have been unable to
view recently while 'travellers' were parked on top of Budds Mound - beware though
that although Havant council workers have done a good job of clearing the rubbish off
the mound they have not removed all the 'droppings' left by these migrant vistors at
one of the best view-points used by birders!
2. Brent Goose
: A few late migrants are still passing through. On May 1 Trevor Carpenter saw 22 fly
east past Stokes Bay at Gosport, and 12 seen from Sandy Point on Hayling may have
been additional to the 22. On May 2 just 4 flew past Stokes Bay.
3. Bar-headed Goose
: April 30 brought reports of 3 free flying and un-ringed birds (almost certainly the same
three birds) being seen at different times on the same day at Selsey Bill and at Portland
Bill and at Christchurch Harbour (where they landed but did not, I think, stay). Dense
fog probably disoriented the birds which must have covered a good few miles in order
to be seen at places 60 miles apart (straight line distance from Selsey to Portland Bill).
At Selsey Owen Mitchell saw them flying round looking lost and then deciding to tag
along behind a Mallard (probably also lost!) which flew off east (thus taking them even
further along the coast away from Portland).
4. Eider
: A flock of 42 were on the sea off Titchfield Haven on May 1 and I remain puzzled as to
whether there is a flock of this size resident in the Solent (but moving around and often
unseen from the shore) and intending to stay through the summer, or if this sighting is
just a chance collection of birds making a brief stop-off on their eastward journey. I see
that on May 1 a flock of 17 went east past Christchurch Harbour and that a flock of 18
(probably the same birds) were seen going east past the Barton-on-sea area.
5. Red-breasted Merganser
: These were being reported daily up to Apr 24 but the only reports since then (both of
two birds on May 2 and maybe the same two) came from Christchurch Harbour and
Sandy Point on Hayling Island.
6. Goosander
: Four of these (three females and one male) were on Ibsley Water in the Avon Valley
on May 1 giving hope that we may have further breeding reports from the Avon Valley
this year.
7. Ruddy Duck
: A pair of these were also on Ibsley Water on May 1
8. Honey Buzzard
: The first report of this species for this year comes from Cuckmere Haven (just west of
Beachy Head) where one flew north on May 1

9. Black Kite
: One was seen lingering over the Ninfield area of the East Sussex coast (just north of
Bexhill) on May 1
10. Osprey: No further news on the 'lost birds' mentioned in my previous notes - in fact the
only two new reports are probably of the same bird that has been fishing in the
Arlington reservoir just north west of Beachy Head from Apr 22 to Apr 30
11. Lady Amherst's Pheasant: I have now seen photos of the bird that was in a
Langstone Avenue garden on Apr 28 but have given up the search for it as I hear that
it was run over by a car in Langstone Avenue the next day!
12. Black-winged Stilt: One was at Cuckmere Haven near Beachy Head on May 1 possibly the same bird which had been seen at Pulborough Brooks from Apr 23 to 25.
13. Stone Curlew: A lone bird was seen to fly in off the sea at Beachy Head on Apr 30
making it the sixth individual reported this year.
14. Collared Pratincole: When I expressed some doubt about the authenticity of the bird
reported at Farlington Marshes on May 1 I had only seen one message from Trevor
Carpenter passing on news that had just appeared anonymously on Birdguides. Since
then I have seen a message from Jason Crook confirming that it was a Pratincole and
was seen by just four people (including himself and Bob Chapman) during the 40
minutes for which it was overflying Farlington Marshes - and also confirming that it did
not re-appear later!
15. Ringed Plover: The first chicks were seen at Rye Harbour on Apr 30
16. Sanderling: Twenty were seen at Stokes Bay (Gosport) on May 1 and 30 were on the
shore of Hayling Island near Sandy Point on May 2.
17. Curlew Sandpiper: The bird which I have already reported as being at Titchfield
Haven from Apr 27 to 29 was still there on May 1
18. Black-tailed Godwit: I found at least 15 in the Emsworth Harbour area on May 2
(probably last year's young as none were in breeding plumage) but have not seen any
at Langstone for some time.
19. Bar-tailed Godwit: At least ten of these were still on the Langstone shore on May 3
but bigger parties are still being seen along the coast. On Apr 30 a total of more than
90 flew by Stokes Bay (though only one was seen there on May 1) and on May 2
Portland reported 30 and Christchurch Harbour had 15 passing.
20. Whimbrel: Small numbers are still being seen along the Hampshire coast before they
head north overland - six went north east over the Eastleigh Lakeside site on Apr 30
and on May 1 Trevor Carpenter could hear birds flying inland over Titchfield Haven but
says that many were too high to be seen (on May 3 when I was at Budds Mound here
in Havant I also could hear more than I could see). At the same time many more are
following an unknown route which brings them to Rye Harbour where they roost for the
night before flying north at dawn next morning - counts of the birds leaving that roost on
recent mornings are:- Apr 29 = 338, Apr 30 = 373, May 1 = 269 and May 2 = 235.
21. Pomarine Skua: On May 1 Simon Wright was pleased to see one passing Sandy
Point on Hayling Island and on May 2 Owen Mitchell was lucky enough to see 13 at
Selsey but those who really want a good score should go to Dungeness where 27 were
seen on Apr 30 and 77 on May 1.

22. Arctic Skua: So far as I know these are not overland migrants but on Apr 30 Ian
Calderwood watched one fly inland up the Meon river at Tichfield Haven - the only
previous report of one venturing inland came from Ian Pibworth at the Testwood Lakes
on Apr 17 when he saw one distantly over the head of Southampton Water.
23. Roseate Tern: After the first of year appeared at Portland on Apr 25 there have been
no further reports until May 2 when two were noted at Christchurch Harbour and one at
Brighton marina.
24. Arctic Tern: 7 flew east past Stokes Bay (Gosport) on Apr 30 and 20 were seen there
on May 2 (with 5 at Brighton marina that day)
25. Black Tern
: So far this year the gross total of these birds recorded in my database is 51, with 24 of
them appearing in May. Only one of these recent reports has come from Hampshire
(one bird at Stokes Bay on Apr 30) but May 2 brought two birds to Selsey Bill.
26. Turtle Dove
: Martin Hampton found two 'purring' on north Thorney Island on Apr 30 and they were
still there on May 2. No large numbers anywhere but these birds are now widespread
and should be around in their few remaining regular sites.
27. Nightjar: First report to reach me this year is of one flushed from a garden near the
Needles on the Isle of Wight on Apr 30
28. Swift: The first report for this year was dated Apr 11 and they have been widely
reported since Apr 15 (I now have 71 reports in my database including one of 100 birds
at Titchfield Haven on Apr 25 and another of more than 50 over the Chichester Lakes
on Apr 26) but although Brian Fellows heard birds over houses in Emsworth were they
are expected to nest as early as Apr 30 none have been over Havant yet to my
knowledge.
29. Red-rumped Swallow: One was seen at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 30 when there
was a major arrival of Swallows (700 reported at Christchurch)
30. House Martin: Apr 30 also brought 200 of these to Christchurch Harbour and on May
3 more than 20 were over the Budds Farm pools here in Havant.
31. Yellow Wagtail: The Collared Pratincole circling over Farlington Marshes on May 1
distracted attention from a 'Blue Headed' Yellow Wagtail that was by the Deeps there
at the same time. The first person to mention it was Kelvin Pearce who asked if others
agreed with him that the bird was of the race called Motacilla flava iberiae (the Spanish
race) but others including Jason Crook say that it was a good example of the true
Blue-headed race (M. flava flava) which comes from central Europe.
The most distinctive feature differentiating the Spanish from the Blue-headed races is
that the former has a white area below the bill before the yellow starts at the top of the
breast, whereas the Blue-headed race is wholly yellow up to the bill and the blue area
below the eye.
32. Waxwing: The latest ever Waxwings to be seen in Hampshire (beating the previous
latest date of 29 Apr 1966) were in Southampton on May 1 (8 birds seen in the Six
Dials area) and at Church Crookham/Fleet on May 2 (18 birds).
33. Black Redstart: Michael Blencowe, who lives in the centre of Brighton, has one of the
shortest garden bird lists in the country, or did so up to Apr 30 when he told the SOS
website ...

"The 30th April 2005 will be a day fondly remembered in the hearts of regular watchers
of the Bond Street Laine Nature Reserve (a collection of 2 Buddleia and a few potted
plants on a patio right in the centre of Brighton's North Laines shopping area). You may
recall the joy expressed earlier this year when after 5 years of garden watching a Great
Tit was a first for the 'reserve.' At 10:45 today I dropped my bowl of cereal when I saw
sat on the smaller Buddleia a Willow Warbler, the first warbler seen in or from the
garden!. I grabbed my bins but the bird flew to one of the two small trees next to the
NCP multi-storey car park, an area usually frequented by heroin addicts and people
dumping TV's. From then on it was like some surreal dream; at the top of the tree was
a gorgeous Lesser Whitethroat, below it a second Willow Warbler, a female
Blackcap and a Reed Warbler, all frantically feeding just above the heads of the
shoppers below. Four new species for the garden list and an incredible sight; visible
migration in the centre of Brighton city centre! "
But that is not the end of the story as the very next day, May 1, he added ... "The
garden list keeps growing! Singing Black Redstart on top of NCP car park, Bond
Street Laine, Brighton this morning at 06:30 " Those who remember the excitement of
Black Redstarts singing on London bomb sites when the species moved in to breed in
the city at the end of the 39/45 war will be thinking that this carpark must be prime
breeding territory.
34. Whinchat: A total of 11 reports of these birds are new on my list, being seen on Apr 30
and May 1, and among them was one at the Sandy Point nature reserve on Hayling on
May 1
35. Fieldfare: One very late bird was a Dungeness on Apr 30.
36. Subalpine Warbler: On Apr 30 one was singing at Beachy Head and next day (May 1)
one was at Dungeness.
37. Garden Warbler: These should be back at their regular sites now as a wave of them
arrived at the start of May (70 were at Portland on May 1 after a count of 14 at
Dungeness on Apr 29). 1 was at Eastleigh Lakeside on Apr 29 and 2 were at Titchfield
Haven on Apr 30, maybe moving inland to the Botley Woods area where 2 were seen
at Whiteley Pastures on the same day.
38. Wood Warbler: Seven new reports since my last bulletin bring the total of reports I
have seen for this year to 17 involving at least 26 individuals. One of the latest batch of
birds was on the Titchfield Canal Path on Apr 30
39. Spotted Flycatcher: I now have 11 reports involving 19 individual birds, seven of the
reports being on Apr 30 plus May 1. Apr 30 brought one to Titchfield Haven and
another to the Eastleigh Lakeside site.
40. Woodchat Shrike: One was in the Southwell area of Portland on May 2 and there are
two good photos of it on the Portland website. Hampshire has only had four individuals
of this species - the latest was at Titchfield Haven on 14 June 2002, before that there
was one at Dibden Bay (Southampton Water) on the same date in 1981 and in 1955
there was one in the New Forest on May 19 and 20, and then another was at Farlington
Marshes on June 11 and 12.
41. Escapees: Most interesting report was of a White-faced Whistling Duck seen twice
on the River Ems at Emsworth (once on Apr 30 and also on some date a few days
earlier). On May 1 the Saker x Gyr bird was seen eating a rabbit at the Brading
Marshes RSPB reserve on the IoW and a late report of another long term escapee is
dated Apr 24 and is of the Red-tailed Hawk in Guestling Wood north of Hastings.
PLANTS

1. Marsh Horsetail: The very slender fertile spikes of this were to be seen on the
Langstone South Moors on May 3
2. Celery-leaved Buttercup
: This was also in fresh flower on the South Moors on May 3
3. Winter Cress
: My first find of the common species (Barbarea vulgaris) was on the side of Southmoor
Lane running past Budds Farm here in Havant on May 3, and I found more of it in the
Hayling Billy trail old rail line behind my house on May 4.
4. Small Flowered Winter Cress (B. stricta)
: What I feel sure was this species was growing in the broad track between the Little
and Great Deeps on north west Thorney Island on May 2. Unfortunately I did not at the
time know that one diagnostic feature for this species is the presence of hairs growing
from the tips of the unopened sepals on the flower buds ...
5. American Winter Cress
: In the past I thought that any Winter Cress with notably pinnate leaves was this
species and I consequently recorded what I now know to be Intermediate Flowered or
Early Winter Cress as American. Now that I know that the small specimens which
flower long before the other Winter Cresses are B. intermedia (which has nearly
ceased flowering in the Townend House carpark below Havant Museum) I have been
looking for the genuine American species and on May 4 I believe I found it in the New
Lane allotments here in Havant though I only had a distant view through binoculars but that was sufficient to see that the plant was taller than any other Winter Cress I
have seen (over 1 metre), that it had very thin pinnules on its pinnate leaves, and that
the flowers were large (seeming larger than those of other species).
6. White Campion
: My first plant in flower was seen on May 1 at Blendworth Down (running south beside
the A3 from the Chalton Windmill).
7. Red Campion
: This was in flower beside South Moor Lane in Havant on May 3 (with more White
Campion for company)
8. Ragged Robin
: This was also out on May 3 with just one flower open on plants in the 'wildflower
meadow' triangle at the south end of Lymbourn Road in Havant
9. Bog Stitchwort
: A cluster of tiny white flowers with petals distinctly shorter than the sepals and
growing in slow flowing water on the east side of the South Moors 'orchid field' here in
Havant attracted my attention on May 3. I immediately thought of Bog Stitchwort and
when I collected a specimen it had the requisite square, hairless stems but on later
checking in my books I read that Bog Stitchwort should have scarious edges to its
bracts (which should show a distinct difference between a green midrib and the whitish
edges). On my specimen I could see none of this - the bracts (which are only
differentiated from the other leaves in that they have flower pedicels growing from their
axles) were all plain green and vegetative. Can anyone comment on this?
10. Lesser Sea Spurrey
: My first was found in an unexpected place, growing from the base of the wall of the
Royal Oak pub at Langstone and trailing out over the flagstones which form the
footway of the seawall here. No flowers were actually open but several buds were
showing the purplish tinge of the flowers, If you are passing look at the east end of the

south face of the pub (just before you turn the corner to go on to Langstone Mill Pond).
Just around the corner near the pub garden entrance the Duke of Argyll's Teaplant is
also in flower.
11. Annual Pearlwort: When I stopped on May 3 to look at the Rusty Back Fern on the
outer wall of the Langstone West Mill I found among it a single fresh plant of Pearlwort
which I assume to be the Annual species.
12. Tree Mallow
: The plants growing on the bank separating Slipper Mill Road from the Mill Pond at
Emsworth were well into flowering when I was there on May 2 Also in full flower on this
bank are masses of the cultivated Euphorbia which has been flourishing here for
several years. I believe in the past I have suggested that this was E. schillingii but a
further look at my garden flower encyclopaedia seems to rule that out as it is said to
grow up to a metre tall and not to flower until mid summer whereas E. polychroma has
bright yellow flowers matching those seen beside the Slipper Mill Pond, grows in thick
clumps to a height of about 40cm, and flowers from mid-spring onwards (all correct for
the Slipper Mill plants)
13. Round-leaved Cranesbill
: Not a first for the year (I saw some in flower on Hayling twice in February and more
was out on Apr 22) but on May 3 some was out in an unkempt garden in Juniper
Square here in Havant, and the next day I found it growing in Prince George Street
against the back wall of North Arcade shops - the species is no longer a rarity confined
to special sites!
14. Small-flowered Cranesbill: My first find of this for the year was in roadside grass
outside 35 Warblington Road in Emsworth on May 2
15. Cut-leaved Cranesbill: One plant of this ubiquitous species had started to flower near
the New Lane level crossing here in Havant on May 4
16. Hedgerow Cranesbill: Also freshly out on May 2 on the outer wall of the Emsworth
marina.
17. Hairy Tare: This was flowering on the north pier of the old Hayling rail bridge at
Langstone on May 2
18. Horseshoe Vetch: Found in flower on Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester on May 2
by Tim Norriss.
19. Kidney Vetch: Also found by Tim on Magdalen Hill Down on May 2
20. Wood Avens: The first flowers opened on May 3 on wild plants growing in my garden.
21. Common Nettle: May 3 brought flowers out on this plant at several places around
Havant.
22. Knotted Hedge Parsley: Not yet in flower but on May 3 leaves could be seen below
the fence keeping the cattle on the Langstone South Moors.
23. Scarlet Pimpernel: Although I found this in flower at the IBM Portsmouth site on Apr 9
I have seen none since until May 3 when it was out in Havant.
24. Grey Field Speedwell: The partially white flowers of this species (as opposed to the
wholly blue flowers of Green Field Speedwell) were out in a Langstone High Street
garden on May 3.

25. Changing Forget-me-not: By no means a first for the year but worth a mention are the
plants now flowering along either side of South Moor Lane alongside Budds Farm
Pools.
26. Prickly Sowthistle: The first of these which I have seen in flower were out on May 3
alongside the path leading from South Moor Lane to the South Moors SSSI area.
27. Yellow Iris: Flowering in the Langbrook Stream at Langstone on May 3
28. Twayblade orchids: Tony Gutteridge found these flowering on May 3 in the
Woodbarn area to the north east of Walderton
29. Divided Sedge: Flowering on the Langstone South Moors on May 3
30. Grey Sedge: Flowering in my garden on May 2
INSECTS
1. Butterflies: Just two additions to the year list ...
o

Small Blue

o

Wood White

o

Small Copper

o

Duke of Burgundy

o

Wall Brown

: One seen in the Totland area (west end of the IoW just north east of the
Needles) on May 1.
: At least four were on the wing in the Botany Bay woodland near Chiddingfold
(south of Godalming in Surrey) when Colin Baker was there on Apr 30
: Not new for the year but after a couple of isolated early sightings on Mar 23
and Apr 20 a couple of sightings on Stockbridge Down on both May 1 and 2
could mark the true start of this lovely butterfly's flight period.
: Since the first was seen at Noar Hill on Apr 17 we have now had 14 reports of
the species giving a gross total of 106 butterflies. 20 of these were on
Ramsdean Down (north foot of Butser Hill) on May 2 and on May 1 Ashley
Whitlock counted 15 in the adjacent deep gully called Grandfather's Bottom (but
marked on the map as Rake Bottom) - I am pretty sure these will be in addition
to those that Adrian saw. Counts of between 10 and 15 insects have also come
in from Stockbridge Down, Noar Hill and from a private site in the Meon Valley.
: After Adrian Hoskins find of a fresh male out on Portsdown on Apr 24 the only
other report has come from the Isle of Wight where one was seen in the Totland
area (near the Needles) on May 1

2. Moths
: Thirty new names on my year list from the latest batch of input. Five of them are day
flying species which could be seen by diurnal naturalists!
o

Incurvaria masculella

o

Crambus lathionellus

: Taken at Basingstoke by Nick Montegriffo on Apr 30
: After talking to Mike Wall, Adrian Hoskins has changed his claim to have seen
Crambus pratella at Portsdown on Apr 24 to plump for C. lathionellus which
Mike says is the more likely species to have been seen.

o

Pyrausta aurata (Mint moth)

o

Pyrausta purpuralis

: First seen on Apr 30 at Portsdown by Adrian Hoskins
: A very similar day flying moth to P. aurata but where that (as its name implies)
has gold banding across its hind wing P. purpuralis has off-white banding. This
latter species was first seen on Ramsdean Down below Butser Hill on May 2,
also by Adrian Hoskins.

o

Adela reamurella

o

Emperor Moth

o

Oak Hook-tip

o

Barred Hook-tip

o

Chinese Character

o

Common Carpet

o

Spruce Carpet

o

Green Carpet

o

Small Waved Umber

o

Lime-speck Pug

o

White-spotted Pug

o

Speckled Yellow

o

Sallow Kitten

o

Great Prominent

: This Longhorn Moth (antennae longer than its body length!) was also recorded
by Adrian Hoskins on Ramsdean Down on May 2
: A female of this large species came to Peter Allen's trap at North Gorley (near
Fordingbridge) on Apr 30 and if the night flying females are out we can expect to
see males hunting for them by day.
: One taken by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on Apr 30
: Also on Apr 30 one of these was taken by Mike Wall at Basingstoke.
: Two of these put in their first appearances on Apr 30 - one was taken by Peter
Allen at North Gorley and the other by Paul Boswell in Greywell near Fleet.
: Paul Boswell was alone in having the first of this species in Greywell on Apr 30
: Paul Boswell also had the first of these at Greywell on Apr 30
: This species went to Nick Montegriffo north of Basingstoke on Apr 30 (Tim
Norriss had one in Andover on May 1)
: Taken by Tim Walker at Winchester on Apr 29.
: No local reports yet but one of these was in the moth trap at Rye Harbour on
May 1
: Joint firsts on Apr 29 taken by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh and Tim Walker at
Winchester
: Everyone is likely to see this prominent day flying moth in woodland soon but
the first was seen by Mark Litjens in the Botley Woods (Whiteley Pastures) on
Apr 30.
: This one was taken by Paul Boswell at Greywell on Apr 30

: Paul Boswell also had the first of these on Apr 29 - beating two other 'mothers'
by one day.
o

Coxcomb Prominent

o

Chocolate-tip

o

Pale Tussock

o

Orange Footman

o

Cream-spot Tiger

o

Ruby Tiger

o

Least Black Arches

o

Cabbage Moth

o

The Delicate

o

Poplar Grey

o

Reed Dagger

o

The Spectacle

o

Buttoned Snout

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth

: Nick Montegriffo had one of these at Sherborne St John north of Basingstoke
on Apr 30
: Martin Laux had one at Chandlers Ford on May 29, beating Nick Montegriffo
by one day.
: Taken by Mike Wall at Chineham (Basingstoke) on Apr 30
: John Shillitoe had the first of these on Apr 29 at his home near Wickham in the
Meon Valley.
: On a visit to Dorset on Apr 30 Tim Norriss found a caterpillar of this species in
the short turf of Hengistbury Head. We should not have to wait long for one of
the moths to emerge as last year saw the first out on May 20 with others in early
June. As with many caterpillar finds this one was probably only seen as it was
out in the open searching for somewhere to pupate.
: This is already on the wing with two first finds on Apr 29 - by Simon Ingram at
Eastleigh and by Tim Walker at Winchester, Paul Boswell had a third in
Greywell on Apr 30.
: Another tie for first place between Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John and
Mike Wall at Chineham - both close to Basingstoke and both finds on Apr 30.
: Taken by Martin Laux at Chandlers Ford on Apr 29
: May 1 brought one to Sam Knill-Jones at Totland on the IoW and another to
Portland Bill (There had been at least one earlier find of this species on the
Scilly Isles on Apr 11).
: A first for Nick Montegriffo near Basingstoke on Apr 30
: Out of interest one of these was found at Rye Harbour on May 1
: First goes to Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on Apr 30
: The first of these came to Paul Boswell's house window on May 1
: Number 31 of this species to appear on my yearlist was seen at Portland on
May 1

3. Other Insects:

o

Cockchafer

o

Yellow Dung Fly

o

Nursery Tent Spider (Pisaura mirabilis)

: These are often a nuisance around moth trap lights in May and the first has
been reported by Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John north of Basingstoke
on Apr 30
: I first noticed these on cowpats at Warblington Farm between Havant and
Emsworth on Apr 27.
: Three of these were basking on Lemon Balm leaves in my Havant garden on
May 2.

OTHER
1. Lizards: Wall Lizards may well have been active for as long as Common Lizards
(the first of which was reported from Bartley Heath in north Hampshire on Mar 19) but
they can only be seen at a dozen or so sites where they are established in southern
England whereas Common Lizards are much more easily found - the latest report
comes from a conservation work party which found them on Portsdown on Apr 27. I
have only just noticed that the Portland Bird Observatory website carried an excellent
picture of a Wall Lizard taken in Duncecroft quarry at Portland on Apr 2 - as there was
no mention of it in the website diary text I missed it at the time and have only just picked
it up from the picture caption when collecting good wildlife photos for my personal
collection.
2. Pointed Snail (Cochlicella acuta)
: These are an uncommon seaside species which have an annual life cycle and adults
are supposed to die off during the winter (when their offspring are very small and
unlikely to be noticed) so one which I saw on May 2 on the Thorney Island seawall (just
behind the safety barrier above the water inlet to the west end of the Deeps) was my
first for this year. If you want to look for them they are the shape of an ice cream cone,
whitish grey in colour and about 1cm long (maximum height of the shell is 15 mm when
full grown) - the easiest time to spot them is during a heat wave when, in common with
other creatures that normally live on exposed ground, they climb anything that will take
them a few inches above the ground surface to save them from 'frying' (the ground
temperature can be many degrees higher than that of the air a few inches above the
surface).
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sat3004
Tue 3 May
A. Langstone South Moors area
Today I walked through Havant and down the Langbrook stream to the South Moors
and Budds Farm, coming back along the shore via Langstone Mill Pond.
Before starting I found the first flowers on the mass of Wood Avens that has appeared
in my garden this year, and in Juniper Square I found Lesser Swinecress in flower
plus wild Round-leaved Cranesbill starting to flower in an unkempt garden.
Reaching the Langbrook stream I found my first Nettles in flower and further
downstream saw my first Yellow Iris and first leaves of Goats Rue plants. In the part
of the stream hidden from the path near the bridge into the old dairy farm George
Hedley has placed a palatial duck nest box and today I found it inhabited by a
Moorhen whose nest appeared complete.

Getting out onto the South Moors Yellow Dung Flies were on the cowpats, reminding
me that I had first seen these at Warblington Farm on Apr 27. In the ‘orchid field’ area I
found my first Celery-leaved Buttercup flowers of the year and further up the tiny
central stream I saw what I am sure were Bog Stitchwort flowers though I could not
detect the green-centred, chaffy edged bracts they are supposed to have. At the north
end of the field the crop of Kingcups was the smallest I can recall (they decline year by
year as the field dries out) but there were at least 60 plants in flower and near them I
found the thin fertile spikes of Marsh Horsetails. Back on the dry grass near the
official path Divided Sedge was in flower.
Along the ‘yellow brick road’ path past the dustcarts to South Moor road the first
Prickly Sow-thistles were in flower and there was a great mass of Parsley Piert
lining the path edges. Coming out on South Moor road I found it lined with Changing
Forget-me-not and going north towards Penner Road I found both Red and White
Campion in flower and my first ordinary Winter Cress (B. vulgaris).
Fropm Budds Mound I could see at least 20 House Martins and 1 Swift over the
pools. The Swan pair were present and sitting and a lone Canada Goose almost
certain had a sitting mate though four Shelduck seemed to be two pairs with not a
single nest! One pair of Tufted Duck were present but the only other water birds were
the expected few Mallard, Coot, and Little Grebe (plus no doubt Moorhen).
Heading home on the South Moors seawall I found massive evidence of the work of
small mining bees (probably Halictus speces) but few birds other than
Oystercatchers and gulls. At the Langbrook stream mouth there were two Swans and
six Great Blackback gulls among the Black-headed and Herring gulls, and there was
one Whimbrel and one Egret.
On the seawall path here both Sea Campion and Bur Chervil were flowering and
when I came to the first kissing gate heading up stream I could see leaves of Knotted
Hedge Parsley on the grazed side of the fence. Looking further to the Tamarisk Pool I
watched a healthy looking adult Fox on the hunt for food (but getting none)
On the wall of the West Mill I stopped to admire the great show of Rustyback fern and
noticed what I think was Annual Pearlwort starting to grow on the wall. In Langstone
High Street Grey Field Speedwell was flowering in a garden edge and on the paved
walkway outside the Royal Oak I was very surprised to see a big plant of Lesser
Sea-Spurrey complete with flower buds already showing their colour. Just round the
corner there were also fresh flowers on Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant.
Langstone Mill Pond gave me a good view of a Reed Warbler which flew across the
water and landed on the outside of a reed bed which already had another Reed
Warbler in possession - this owner soon appeared and drove off the intruder. The
Swan was sitting and the Cetti’s Warbler singing but the Mallard family with 14
ducklings which I had seen yesterday were nowhere to be seen (there was another
female with just four ducklings).
Coming up Wade Lane I passed a fresh clump of Glistening Inkcaps and at the
Lymbourne Spring ‘wildflower meadow’ I saw my first Ragged Robin flower before
visiting Tony Gutteridge who told me that he had just seen Twayblade orchids in
flower in the Walderton/Up Marden area - while we were talking a female
Sparrowhawk came gliding over the rooftops in search of prey.
Mon 2 May
A. Langstone, Emsworth and north west Thorney

A Bank Holiday trip on my bike to the northwest Thorney seawall was very pleasant in
the warm windless sunshine.
Turning down Slipper Mill Road with the Mill Pond on my right I found a good show of
Tree Mallow already in flower and enjoyed the bright green and yellow mass of the
cultivated Spurge which is thriving on the earth bank between the road and the pond I now believe this spurge to be Euphorbia polychroma though I think in the past I
thought it was E. schillingii (see Wednesday’s news report for my reasons).
Reaching the seawall path to the Little and Great Deeeps I could immediately hear
Sedge Warbler and soon afterwards Cetti’s Warbler but not the Turtle Doves which
Martin Hampton has already heard back here (and which others heard here today - I
was just unlucky). Nothing exciting at the Little Deeps - the Swan was sitting, a pair of
Tufted Duck were not, and various Little Grebes probably had nests as maybe did a
singing Reed Bunting.
Half way to the Great Deeps I stopped to look at a cluster of small Winter Cress
plants which did not have pinnate leaves and I believe they were Small-flowered
Winter Cress (B. stricta).
At the Great Deeps I found one Pointed Snail (Cochlicella acuta) on the seawall
bank but there were no Wall Browns enjoying the sunshine - just one Peacock.
On my way back I watched a good dozen Swifts over the Thornham Lane sewage
works and on the outer seawall of the marina I found Hedgerow Cranesbill in flower.
Later, on the other side of Emsworth, I found Small-flowered Cranesbill in the
roadside grass outside 35 Warblington Road with lots of Dove’s Foot Cranesbill for
comparison.
Back in my own garden I noted Grey Sedge had come into flower and spotted three
Nursery Tent spiders (Pisaura mirabilis) sunbathing on the leaves of Lemon Balm
plants - maybe they were waiting motionless for any unsuspecting insect to land within
reach.
On my poster round I noticed a garden escape Aquilegia flowering outside the
multi-storey carpark entrance (hinting that wild Columbine could soon appear in wilder
places), and while in the Langstone area I ticked my first Green-Veined White (on the
north pier of the old rail bridge) along with Peacock, Speckled Wood and Small
White. Also on the rail bridge pier I found my first Hairy Tare in flower with a couple of
Sandwich Terns fishing nearby. Calls of Med Gull overhead drew my attention to a
couple still in their first winter plumage with black outer primaries (no windows in them),
a broad black bar across the tip of the tail and incomplete face masks. Over on
Langstone Pond I saw a Mallard with 14 fresh little ducklings.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 25 – May 1 (WEEK 17)
Sun 1 May
A. Blendworth Common and Chalton windmill
This afternoon was a good opportunity to check on another ex-Corn Bunting site near
the Chalton Windmill above the A3 at the top of the hill above Horndean and
Blendworth.

As anticipated there was no sight or sound of Corn Bunting but four or five Skylarks
were singing strongly, one pair of Meadow Pipits were singing and displaying obviously on territory - and several Yellowhammers were calling. Two or three
Swallows were in the air and while watching them I had my first Swifts of the year - a
party of five.
The warm air brought out six butterfly species - many Brimstones and singles of
Peacock, Speckled Wood, Orange Tip, Small White and Holly Blue were seen.
Nothing special in the way of flowers other than a cluster of Early Wintercress (the
Intermediate or Medium-flowered species) growing around a stile high on Blendworth
Down. Another surprise in path side long grass near the top of the hill were a couple of
large St George’s mushrooms.
Sat 30 Apr
A. Portsdown Hill
A quick visit to three sites on the hill in the afternoon sunshine gave me three new
flowering plants for the year list - at Fort Purbook both Bird’s Foot Trefoil and
Common Gromwell were newly out, and by Skew Road above Portchester Common
Milkwort was flowering.
While at Fort Purbrook I heard Lesser Whitethroat (at one point it was quietly
warbling for ages without giving the loud terminal rattle which first made me aware of
its presence) and saw Holly Blue and Speckled Wood as well as Small White and
Brimstones of both sexes (one female seemed to be egglaying on the bare wood of
dead branches in between pasting eggs at random on greenery)
Ou final stop was at the Fort Nelson carpark were Comfrey (I didn’t check to see if it
was Common or Russian, but I think the latter) is about to start flowering and where
there is a magnificent display of Cowslips on ground that had almost become scrub
when the Hampshire County Council took over its management ten years or more
back. Now the brambles and trees have gone and we have a pretty natural chalk
grassland sward covered with a series of flowering plants through the summer.
B. (Sat3004) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Black-throated Diver: This is the least common of the diver species regularly seen
along the south coast but quite a few are being seen currently as they move up
channel. On Apr 26 'several' went by Selsey (plus 5 at Portland and 2 at Dungeness
that day), on Apr 27 two were seen from Milford on sea (1 at Portland), on Apr 28
another two went past Portland and on Apr 29 one was seen from Selsey and two at
Dungeness. The gross total of 15 Black-throated seen in these four days suprisingly
equals the total of records for that period for Red-throated and Great Northern put
together but that only tells me that the Black-throated are late travellers, appearing
after the Red-throated have gone through in their hundreds (my database records
1171 Red-throated seen in March plus another 419 in Apr (up to Apr 25) with a total of
419 Great Northern from Mar 1 to Apr 25 - the Black-thoated total for Mar 1 to Apr 25 is
just 48).
2.
3. WHITE-BILLED DIVER
: The Dungeness website entry for Apr 28 starts .. "Without doubt, the highlight of the
day was a summer-plumaged White-billed Diver which flew east at 1350hrs." This

species has no entry in Birds of Hampshire (data up to 1992) but it is in John Eyre's
checklist of Hampshire Bids publised in 2001, and to save you thumbing through all the
Hampshire Birds Reports from 2001 back to 1993 I can tell you that the record is
reported in the 1993 HBR (which also publishes the description submitted by the finder
- J J Garr of Lymington). The bird was actually seen at Oxey Creek on the Lymington
Marshes in Feb 1991 but the report was not published until the record had been
accepted by the British Birds Rarities committee, and by the end of 1993 there had
only been 9 records of White-billed Diver anywhere along the south coast from
Cornwall to Kent.
Having checked through eleven issues of the Hampshire Bird Report in order to find
this info I cannot restrain myself from repeating my oft stated suggestion that the HBR
would be a much more useful document if each issue contained an entry for every
species on the Hampshire list telling you that the species has been seen in the county
and pointing you to the last previous record for it - in this case you would have a one
line entry saying "White-billed Diver - see 1993".
Another simple improvement to the usefulness of the annual report would be to adopt
the practice (used in the Sussex reports) of adding the 'Euring number' of each species
to it’s species header line (assuming that the systematic list is printed in Euring
sequence though sadly the Hampshire report has abandoned even that principle in its
2003 report, which starts with Swans and hides the Divers away among the
Pheasants!). The advantage ot the numbers becomes apparent when you are looking
through a series of annual reports for the entries relating to a particular species.. As
you open each report, looking for the entry for e.g. Dotterel, you can immediately know
whether to go forward or back from the random page at which you opened the report
by reference to the species numbers which appear on that page. If you are searching
for the Dotterel entry and know its number is 482, and you happen to open the report at
the page on which the Turnstone entry occurs (and that entry is numbered 561) you
can home in on the Dotterel entry much more quickly by reference to the numeric
sequence than by random searching among all the wader entries. (Dotterels just
happen to be in today's news!)
4. Little Egret
: A cryptic clue to this year's breeding success may be hidden in Richard Carpenter's
observation this week of "Feeding flights noted between Titchfield Haven and
Portsmouth Harbour"
5. White Stork
: Two recent observations are (a) on Apr 27 one flew east over Titchfield Haven and (b)
on Apr 28 one flew north east over Hailsham (just north of Eastbourne).
6. Brent Goose
: A loner still on the Langstone village shore on Apr 28 showed that it's decision not to
migrate was not based on any inability to fly - it was circling around for some time
before it landed and went into hiding under the hull of a stranded boat (at low tide).
7. Pale-bellied Brent
: In my last notes I commented on a flock of 40 seen in Portland Harbour on Apr 25 since then the Portland website has published a correction saying that there were 70
birds in that flock, not just 40. Another new fact (possibly casting doubt on the
intentions of these geese to fly north west to the Greenland/Canada area which their
race inhabits) is that on Apr 28 a party of 8 flew east past Selsey Bill (apparently
unaccompanied by any Dark-bellied Birds whose sense of direction might have
over-ruled the better judgement of the Pale-bellied). On Apr 28 there was also a single
Pale-bellied seen flying past Dungeness.

8. Egyptian Goose
: Despite the ASBO type leg rings on the bird at Titchfield Haven we are told that on
Apr 27 it was "showing an unhealthy interest in Shelducks" - clearly it has not learnt to
control its anti-social behaviour!
9. Red Crested Pochard
. In my last notes I suggested that the male bird which arrived on the Hamble at
Curbridge on Mar 5 'in company with Shelducks' could have originated in a feral
population in the Low Countries and have flown here with Shelducks returning from
last year's moult on the Dutch coast. Since then Val Lowings has added to the theory
by noting, on a visit to Titchfield Haven on Apr 27, that "the male Red-crested Pochard
(presumably the Hook bird) - was still following a female Shelduck, and keeping the
male Shelduck at a distance." Earlier in the day on Apr 27 Bob Marchant at
Hook/Warsash wrote "The male Red-crested Pochard with his 2 Shelduck buddies
made an appearance this morning, circling the field south of Workmans Lane several
times before heading off NW towards the Hamble at 07.30hrs."
10. Long-tailed Duck
: Apr 28 brought two reports which may be connected. Off Christchurch Harbour a pair
in breeding plumage were seen flying south east as if to go round the south of the Isle
of Wight and at Selsey Bill Owen Mitchell saw just one bird (among a party of seven
Scoter) fly east past Selsey - I wonder if one of the seven Scoter was actually the
female Long-tailed hiding her white underparts behind a Scoter?
11. Goosander: Although I had previously only seen two notes of a drake being at
Titchfield Haven on Apr 22 and 24 Richard Carpenter's latest weekly summary (up to
Apr 29) tells me that it was there from Apr 17 to 24 but has presumably now left.

12. Goshawk: Another reminder that these birds do actually reside in Hampshire comes
from Peter Hutchins who, on Apr 27, remarked that he had heard a report of "one
displaying somewhere southwest of Basingstoke a few days ago".

13. Buzzard: These are now so common in our area that I normally do not report sightings
which are very impressive to the observer - such as the sight of a 'kettle' of five soaring
together on Apr 26 over Purbrook Heath close to the Waterlooville built up area - but do
not add much to general knowledge of the status of the species. One of two recent
report which do add something (at least to my knowledge) comes from Dungeness
where one was seen to arrive as a cross-channel migrant on Apr 29 (adding to my
belief that the large expansion in numbers throughout southern England is not just the
result of growing numbers in the west country but is perhaps more the result of birds
arriving from the continent). The other is of more local interest and seems to confirm
that Buzzards are now resident and breeding on Hayling Island - Alistair Martin tells me
that he has heard reliable evidence of a pair being seen recently mating in the
Oysterbeds area.

14. Osprey: A note from Russell Wynn says that he was .. "Interested to see this report
below on the Rutland Water Osprey Project site, discussing the paucity of Ospreys
recorded in recent weeks after an early influx. Comments I've heard from others
confirm that several other early arriving species that are trans-Saharan migrants were
also seen in low numbers through the last week of March and first three weeks of April,

e.g. Sand Martin and Wheatear, while diurnal passage of Meadow Pipits and Yellow
Wagtails has been terrible."
The Osprey Project based at Rutland Water say on their website .. "The season got
off to a very good early start with the return to Rutland of five adults, as well as visits
from three unringed females. However, for three weeks we have seen no extra
Ospreys, either migrants passing through or some of the regular ringed birds who were
here last year. Elsewhere in the UK it's a similar story. Roy Dennis said yesterday that
many experienced and established pairs are still missing from their nest sites in
Scotland, while others which arrived early are well on with their incubation. In Wales
too, at least half of the adults that bred last year have not shown up yet."
On a more trivial note I see that one Osprey at Arlington reservoir in the Cuckmere
valley near Beachy Head on Apr 29 caught a fish so big that it was unable to lift it
(Derek Pritty says .. "at least six times it tried to rise but every time flopped back down
onto the water, eventually leaving the fish". Derek goes on to say that the bird did
eventually get a meal).
15. Exotic Pheasants: On Apr 28 a Reeve's Pheasant was seen in conifers on Bexleyhill
Common (just north of Cowdray Park at Midhurst) and on the same day a Lady
Amherst's Pheasant turned up in the front garden of a house in Langstone Avenue
close to the Billy Trail here in Havant. I was told about the Langstone Avenue bird by
Tony Gutteridge who also told me that he has already seen Silver Pheasant on the
Downs near Cocking but I have not heard of any sightings of Golden Pheasant so far
this year

16. Stone Curlew: The fifth report that I have heard this year came from Portland Bill on
Apr 29 where one was heard at dawn. Portland has had three of the five birds, the
others were at Brighton (Roedean) on Mar 18 and at Sandy Point on Hayling on Mar
30.

17. DOTTEREL: The Christchurch Harbour website entry for Apr 29 includes the following
.. "a group of 4 medium sized waders seen flying in the mist turned out to be a trip of 4
Dotterel! They circled the Coastguards area then left towards Stanpit, where they
seemed to join with a flock of 50 or so Whimbrel that were leaving northwards. This is
the first record here for over 10 years." So much for the theory that Dotterel are only
seen in bean fields in May ...

18. Lapwing: Richard Carpenter tells me that the first young hatched at Titchfield Haven
on Apr 29 - I wish them well.

19. Curlew Sandpiper: I have already reported that an adult in partial summer plumage
was at Christchurch Harbour from Apr 24 to Apr 27, and now Richard Carpenter
reports one at Titchfield Haven from Apr 27 to 29 - it could well stay longer.
20. Whimbrel: Further evidence for these birds migrating north overland rather than
following the coast comes from Christchurch Harbour where, on Apr 29, a total of 79
birds which had just arrived from the sea flew off north overland. Also at dawn on Apr
29 a total of 338 Whimbrel were seen to leave the night roost at Rye Harbour with
nothing to show that they had arrived there along the south coast.

21. Mediterranean Gull: I am assured by two different people that the disappearance of
the Med Gulls from the Oysterbeds is not a disaster, they have moved to islands in
Langstone Harbour and settled down to nest on South Binness as normal.
22. Little Tern: Writing on Apr 22 John Shillitoe says that "Today several birds visited the
Hayling Oysterbeds nest island and a pair landed briefly on the island." However none
seem to have settled down to nest there by Apr 29 when Alistair Martin visited the site
and saw four birds on the shingle but not apparently at nest sites.
23. Hoopoe: One was seen briefly in the Freshwater area of the IoW on Apr 29. This is the
seventh report for this year.
24. House Martin: Apr 29 brought the first reports of House Martins back at nest
sites.Three birds were around a house in Basingstoke and another three were around
artificial nest boxes on a house in Greywell also in north Hampshire.
25. Waxwings: Prior to this year the latest ever date for a Waxwing to be seen in
Hampshire was 29 Apr 1966. Latest dates for this year's birds which I have at this
moment show that on Apr 29 there were 17 birds still in Southampton and around 50
were seen flying north over Fleet. The last report I have seen from Basingstoke was of
at least 34 birds there on Apr 27, and the last Sussex report is dated Apr 22 (20 birds in
the Roffey area near Horsham). I also see that some of the birds at the Ordnance
Survey offices in Southampton were colour ringed there so we may hear where they
end up.
26. Blackbird: Richard Hedley tells me that he has recently heard of a Blackbird
catching Newts (probably in the Lee on Solent area though I do not know the full
details). It seems that the Blackbird was seen on at least one occasion to skim over the
pond and grab the newt from the water while still in flight. I would be very interested to
hear of any similar observations. My guess is that the waving tail of the newt looked
like a wriggling worm ...
27. Mistle Thrush: A further report of juveniles comes from Richard Carpenter who saw
them at Titchfield Haven on Apr 29 though he does not say if they were in or out of their
nest.
28. Reed Warbler: At least three were back at Langstone Mill Pond on Apr 28
29. Wood Warbler: A single bird newly arrived at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 29 brings
the total of birds I have heard of this year to just 13
30. Chiff Chaff: By Apr 29 the first juveniles of this species were seen (presumably out of
the nest) at Titchfield Haven by Richard Carpenter.
31. Firecrest: On Apr 28 Bernie Forbes, leading an SOS outing in the area north of
Midhurst, was encouraged to find several Firecrest territories, especially as some were
in deciduous woodland away from the conifers they normally prefer.
32. Spotted Flycatcher: At least seven birds have now arrived in this country - on Apr 29
three were at Dungeness and one at Christchurch Harbour. None so far reported in
Hampshire.
33. Tree Sparrow: One lone vagrant was with House Sparrows in a tree close to Selsey
Bill on on Apr 29.
34. Brambling: A single female was still in Sussex woodland on Blackdown near
Haslemere on Apr 28

35. Serin: Two more sightings - one at Dungeness on Apr 29 and one at Rye Harbour on
Apr 24 bringing this year's total to twelve (all single birds).
36. ORTOLAN BUNTING: A male was seen well on Apr 29, perched on a cliff top fence
around Hengistbury Head (Christchurch Harbour) until a terrier dog started to bark at it
and it flew off never to be seen again.
37. Corn Bunting: Hope that there could still be some breeding in south east Hampshire
was stirred by a report of two being seen in the Gilkicker area of Gosport on Apr 28 but
they were probably coastal vagrants - no more has been heard of them.
PLANTS
1. Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara): First record for this year comes from
Titchfield Haven where it was seen in flower by Richard Carpenter on Apr 25
2. Common Milkwort
: Flowering on Portsdown in the Skew Road area just above the M27 on Apr 30
3. Field Pansy
: I am surprised that I have not seen this very common arable weed until Apr 29 - John
Goodspeed found it as early as Mar 26 but I do not know if he and others have been
seeing it regularly since then.
4. Shining Cranesbill
: The plants along the Wade Court Road/Pook Lane twitchel path, which started to
flower on Apr 4, are now a mass of flowers with more plants than ever before - they can
now be found at the northern foot of the Pook Lane footbridge over the A27.
5. Bird's Foot Trefoil
: The first flowers which I have seen or heard of this year were out on Portsdown on the
cul de sac road opposite the approach road to Fort Purbrook when I was there on Apr
30.
6. Bird Cherry
: Flowering in the Brownwich area west of Titchfield Haven on Apr 22 where it was
found by Richard Carpenter. I have seen plenty of Wild Cherry (Gean) in which the
cluster of flowers and fruit all arise from one common point, and I always have to
remind myself that the distinctive feature of Bird Cherry is that the flowers and fruit form
a raceme, each branching in turn off a central flower stem so that the cherries are not
in a cluster but arranged like Black Currant fruit in a 'string'.
7. Spindle
: Not yet in flower but it very soon will be to judge by the flower buds seen on Apr 29 on
trees at Old Idsworth Farm near Finchdean.
8. Horse Chestnut
: Richard Carpenter found a tree with its candles lit in the Locks Heath area west of
Fareham on Apr 28, beating my first (in Havant) by one day. By May 1 many trees are
in full flower (and the Lilac is out on some trees in Havant)
9. Sanicle
: This was flowering well all around Old Idsworth Farm at Finchdean when I was there
on Apr 29 and I am surprised that no one else has remarked on it earlier.
10. Germander and Wood Speedwell: After my hesitation over the identification of the
plants I found flowering in Warblington cemetery on Apr 27 (which were Germander) I

have now also seen Wood Speedwell in Huckswood Copse on Old Idsworth Farm on
Apr 29.
11. Yellow Archangel: I reported my first finds on Apr 10 and 15 but said they were
probable garden escapes. Since then Richard Carpenter has seen the genuine article
in the Meon Valley at St Clair's Farm near Droxford on Apr 26 and I have found mine in
Huckswood on Old Idsworth Farm on Apr 29.
12. Common Gromwell: Several plants were flowering on Portsdown on Apr 30 in the
Fort Purbrook area.
13. Woodruff: This was also flowering in Huckswood on Old Idsworth Farm on Apr 29 but
once again Richard Carpenter got in first with a find at St Clair's Farm in the Meon
Valley on Apr 26
14. Solomon's Seal: Maurice Pugh found unopen flowers on plants in the Test valley on
Apr 24, and by Apr 26 plants at St Clair's Farm in the Meon Valley had flowers open for
Richard Carpenter.
15. Twayblade orchid: Several plants had tight unopen buds in Huckswood on Apr 29 (as
Jim Berry had found in Lowton's Copse at Clanfield on Apr 23.
16. Slender Tufted Sedge (Carex acuta): This was found on Apr 24 in the Whiteley
Pastures area of Botley Woods by Richard Carpenter.
17. Meadow Foxtail: Although this grass has been holding up flower heads since the
beginning of April I did not seen one with its anthers exserted until Apr 28.
18. Common Reed: Fresh green shoots had already risen a couple of feet out of the water
when I was at Langstone Mill Pond on Apr 29.
INSECTS
1. Moths: Newcomers to my year list are ....
o

May Highflyer

o

Pebble Prominent

o

Shuttle-shaped Dart

o

Knot Grass

o

Esperia sulphurella

o

Nematopogon swammerdamella

: Taken by Maurice Opie at Funtley near Fareham on Apr 27
: As above
: Also Maurice Opie on Apr 27
: Taken by Mike Wall in Basingstoke on Apr 27
: A micro seen by day at Gosport by David Tinling on Apr 27
: Taken by Dave Hamilton at Hedge End near Southampton, also on Apr 27

2. Butterflies
:
o

Grizzled Skipper

: In my previous notes I attributed the first to Ashley Whitlock on Apr 24 but I
now see that Sam Knill-Jones had one at Afton Down, Freshwater (IoW) on Apr
15
o

Small Copper

o

Duke of Burgundy

o

Painted Lady

: Following the exceptionally early sighting of one at Bournemouth on Mar 23 a
more normal first date comes from David Tinling with one seen in the Gosport
area on Apr 20 (but even that has so far had no followers)
: The first three sightings for this year (on Apr 17, 21 and 24) do not mention the
sex of the insects seen but I assume they were all males. A fourth report from
Peter Eeles is of seven males and two females all seen at Noar Hill so the
production of a new brood can now start!
: We now have reports of six Painted Ladies for the year but, other than a
'probable' seen at Lymington on Mar 16, no of them seen in Hampshire.
Number six appeared in the Scilly Isles on Apr 27.

3. Other insects
:
o

St Mark's Fly

o

Glow-worm larva

o

: Richard Carpenter reports several on the wing at Titchfield Haven on Apr 29
: Tony Wilson came on one on the Sussex Downs when he moved a sheet of
corrugated iron and found one beneath it, complete with its 'soup kitchen' of
Snail broth. For those unfamiliar with the diet of these beetle larvae they chase
snails and when they catch one with its body exposed they bite into it and inject
a poison. The snail reacts to this firstly by rolling over onto its back and
figuratively sticking its feet in the air. This gets the snail's shell into an inverted
position in which it will serve as a soup tureen. Part two of the operation now
takes place as the poison causes the snail to deliquesce into a broth, and when
this process is finished the glow-worm larva returns to the spot and finds a
plentiful supply of snail broth safely housed in a shell tureen and ready to drink.
Whirligig Beetles
: Two or three of these were gyrating on the surface of a pond at Old Idsworth
Farm when I was there on Apr 29 as were a pair of Pond Skaters moving across
the water in complete harmony (one was on the back of the other and mating).

OTHER
1. Hare: On Apr 14 I thought I could see a single motionless Hare on the far side of a
large field at Sindles Farm but on Apr 29 I had excellent views of three Hares 'grazing'
in young wheat at Old Idsworth Farm. Richard Carpenter saw two in the Meon Valley
near Beacon Hill on Apr 26
2. Adder
: Botley Woods have a reputation for 'Black Adders' and when there on Apr 24 Richard
Carpenter saw two black males among a total of seven Adders which included a large
female.
3. Newts

: In the Bird reports I have described how a Blackbird at Lee on the Solent is reported
to have taken at least one Newt from a garden pond by skimming over the pond and
grabbing the newt from the air
Fri 29 Apr
A. Warblington Cemetery
Wirh half an hour to spare before lunch I cycled to Warblington cemetery to check on
the Germander Speedwell about which I had some doubts when I was there on
Wednesday. On this occasion there was no doubt that I had been looking at
Germander Speedwell as the flowers were now the expected deep blue and the stem
hairs were in two rows. Also flowering among the graves were Slender, Wall and
Thyme-leaved Speedwell.
Along the footpath between Wade Court Road and Pook Lane there is now a huge
mass of Shining Cranesbill in full flower - it is continuing to expand in that area.
B. Old Idworth Farm
This afternoon I made my first visit to this farm and had a rewarding walk around
several fields and through Huckswood in warm sunshine. Perhaps the best sight was
of three Hares ‘grazing’ the growing wheat in one large field and perhaps the least
expected sight was the corpse of a headless Tawny Owl which had almost certainly
been killed by a car on the road and then dragged through the hedge by a Fox which
had taken the head and left the body (which had plenty of untouched meat on it).
New flowers for my year list were Sanicle. Woodruff, Wood Speedwell plus Field
Pansy and genuine Yellow Archangel. I also found my first Twayblade orchids (still
in tight bud), saw an old Crab Apple in flower and enjoyed a second sight of
Goldilocks buttercup flower for the year.
Whirligig Beetles were racing around the surface of a pond and Pond Skaters were
mating on the surface of the water.
Nothing special in the way of birds - one Swallow was clearly back at its nest site and
sat ‘singing’ from a weather vane on the house when not in flight, and there were
several Yellow Hammers and Willow Warblers singing despite this being late
afternoon. A Marsh Tit and a Long-tailed Tit were also seen
Thu 28 Apr
A. On the trail of Lady Amherst’s Pheasant
I was not intending to go out on this damp morning but a phone call telling me of the
presence of a Lady Amherst Pheasant in a Langstone Avenue garden close to the
Billy Trail and only a couple of minutes cycle ride from home changed my mind.
As you may guess when I got there the bird had disappeared and the presence of a cat
under a hedge made it unlikely it would return. Despite a quick tour of neighbouring
gardens the bird was not seen by me!
While in the Langstone area I enjoyed a glimpse of the meadows between the Billy
Trail and the Royal Oak on the shore - at this time of year it has a massive display of
Bulbous Buttercup which is now starting and among the buttercups I noticed the first
Meadow Foxtail grass actually in flower.
From the Royal Oak a scan of the shore showed me a single Brent goose (still able to
fly but not heading east!) with a couple of Whimbrel and more than 20 Bar-tailed

Godwit on the tide-line. Looking across to the Northney wind-surfing slipway I could
seen the Swan sitting on her recently made nest on saltings that are fully
submerged at high spring tides but she seems to have survived the spring tides of the
last three nights since full moon last Sunday (but they were only forecast as 4.6
metres).
On Langstone Mill Pond the Swan was still sitting on a proper and safe nest and a
Mallard had a single duckling (John Chapman has seen the size of that family
declining since he first saw 8 ducklings on Apr 20 and he attributes their demise to the
male Swan which has a habit of placing his big webbed foot on any duckling the comes
close to him, then holding it underwater until it drowns - perhaps he thinks he is
protecting his mate’s nest from predation by rats swimming towards the nest island?).
New at the pond were three singing Reed Warblers, perhaps encouraged to return
and claim nest territories by the sight of fresh green reeds which have only just poked
their heads above water among the dead remains of last year’s crop. Not new to the
pond was the Cetti’s Warbler which sang loudly once while I was there.
Wed 27 Apr
A. Warblington Farm (Common Bird Census)
This morning’s visit to the farm was notable for the first butterflies we have seen there
this year - I had three Speckled Wood and Tony Gutteridge added three
Green-veined White plus an Orange Tip (which I had in my garden later in the day).
Tony also had the first Swifts over thr farm and I had a surprise when a brace of
Partridge sprang up just in front of me to disappear over a hedge within less than a
second - as I was looking into the sun they were just silhouettes and I have no idea
which species they were. Both Tony and I saw another unexpected sight when two
Sparrowhawks flew lazily over, one about 50 yards behind the other. We both thought
they were not males and they may have been a couple of last year’s birds with nothing
special to do, or possibly one was a young intruder being seen off by the female of the
pair which usually nest in the Nore Barn wood.
Two other good birds were a male Yellowhammer singing in one of the northern fields
where I saw it on my last visit, so presumably trying to establish a territory there
(though so far lacking a mate?), and a Goldcrest singing in the churchyard Yews
(where I also saw it on the last visit). A commoner bird which seems to be trying to set
up territory is a Willow Warbler which was singing in the same part of the cemetery as
I had hard it last time.
Swallows were back at both their nest sites on the farm - at least four birds were busy
around the pony stables in Pook Lane and just one was around the Farm itself. Two
Whitethroats which were new to the farm were probably passing through but single
Long-tailed Tits in three separate areas probably represented pairs with one bird
sitting and not seen. A juvenile Mistle Thrush in Pook Lane seemed to confirm
breeding success for at least one pair, and the presence of the Little Owl in its usual
tree seems to indicate it has a sitting mate.
One Cuckoo was very active but the single Reed Warbler which was in the reed bed
last time gave no sign of its presence today though in the marshy field next to the reeds
two Whimbrel were an unusual sight. In the eastern fields there still seemed to be
three separate singing Skylarks but we have so far not had a Reed Bunting this year.
On the shore I saw one pair of Shelduck and a few Oystercatcher but nothing else
other than gulls and one Egret.

During my visit I added two flowers to my year list - quite a lot of Germander
Speedwell in the cemetery (afterwards I had thoughts that the pale flowers and rather
limp stems might be those of Wood Speedwell - I will have to go back and check the
hairs on their stems!) and a few plants of Marsh Valerian by the eastern stream.
B. (Wed2704) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: On Apr 27 a pair on the Chichester lakes had two juveniles
riding on the back of one parent. I have heard that young of this species become
'implanted' in the brain of of only one adult of the pair as objects needing care and
attention - the other adult of the pair will totally ignore them to the extent of not feeding
them. Thus one parent may look after half the brood and the other parent may look
after the rest but equally it is possible for one parent to have the whole lot (and it is also
possible for some of the young to be ignored by both parents and thus starve). I
wonder if anyone can vouch for this from personal observation (A few years back there
was a significant difference in size between two juveniles on the IBM Lake and this was
attributed to both parents feeding one youngster and ignoring the other).

2. Black-necked Grebe
: One went east past Dungeness on Apr 24 after a gap of three weeks since any
previous mention of this species.
3. Manx Shearwater
: A huge surge in numbers brought well over 100 to Portland Bill on Apr 24 (100 went
past the Bill and 86 were seen at Chesil Bank and did not not necessarily go round the
bill - they could shortcut over the shingle and across Portland Harbour inland of
Portland Island). On Apr 26 the count from Portland Bill was 170 but the highest count
nearer Hampshire was of just 7 seen from St Catherine's Point on the IoW on Apr 24
and just 2 passing Selsey Bill on Apr 26.
4. Gannet
: Portland Bill also saw a surge in numbers of Gannet with 300 on Apr 24 and 275 on
Apr 27 while on the IoW the highest count on Apr 27 was of around 70 off St
Catherine's and in the Solent the peak count was 7 off Stokes Bay on Apr 24.
5. Cormorant
: I presume that any Cormorants that intend to nest this year will by now be back
around their breeding places but when Cliff Oakley took his Petersfield Wildlife Group
to Pagham Harbour on Apr 24 the roosting flock inside the Harbour mouth still
numbered 81 birds.
6. Spoonbill
: One flew east over Christchurch Harbour on Apr 23 (no other reports from anywhere
since Apr 8).
7. Brent Goose
: 29 went east past the Chichester Harbour entrance on Apr 25 and another 6 went by
on Apr 26. (On Apr 28 a single bird was still flying around off the Langstone village
shore).
8. Pale Bellied Brent
: A flock of 40 stopped off in Portland Harbour on Apr 25 and another 7 were at
Portland Bill on Apr 26. These are presumably birds that overshot Ireland when

arriving from Greenland last autumn and will be heading north west from Portland, not
coming east along the Channel coast.
9. Garganey
: A drake was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool on Apr 27
10. Red-crested Pochard: One appeared at Titchfield Haven on Apr 24 - possibly the
same drake that has been seen sporadically on the River Hamble from Mar 5 to Apr 22
11. Goosander: The drake which turned up at Titchfield Haven on Apr 22 was still there on
Apr 24
12. Ruddy Duck: A male appeared on the Sandown Boating Lake on Apr 26 - the first to
be seen on the Island since 1997 and only the 11th ever recorded on the IoW.
13. Merlin: A few are still moving north, the last came in off the sea at Dungeness on Apr
27. Before that I was amused to see that one which was in the Bognor area on Apr 24
spent 30 minutes 'resting' at the Bognor Butlins holiday camp.
14. Quail: First of the year was at Portland Bill on Apr 25
15. Black-winged Stilt: One was at Pulborough Brooks from Apr 23 to 25 but not seen
there since the morning of Apr 25.
16. Sanderling: These are still around in good numbers and their spring passage usually
peaks in early May so a flock of more than 70 on the Sandy Point shore on Apr 26 was
not unusual.
17. Curlew Sandpiper: These are uncommon on spring passage but one has been in
Christchurch Harbour from Apr 25 to 27 at least, and two went past Dungeness on Apr
25
18. Purple Sandpiper: Two were at Southsea Castle on Apr 25 where up to seven have
been seen recently (perhaps on Apr 18 when 6 turned up in the Bexhill area west of
Hastings).
19. Black-tailed Godwit: 183 were in the Keyhaven area west of Lymington on Apr 25 - I
saw at least 60 in the Langstone village area on that same day.
20. Bar-tailed Godwit: On Apr 24 a total of 440 went east past Dungeness, probably
including 225 which went round St Catherine's Point on the IoW that day.
21. Whimbrel: Since I reported the discussion concerning the migration routes used by
these birds (following the coast vs overland short-cuts) Ed Griffiths has sent me the
following message ...
"Reading about the debate on the route taken by migrating Whimbrel, I can confirm
that passage flocks fly over Buckinghamshire heading North during the spring... given
that we're about as far from the sea as you get, I'd say they were cutting the corner...
mind you, only one or two flocks in a year, in modest numbers are reported...
One flock of around 30 which passed over a reserve just east of Tring reservoirs had
been sighted an hour or so previously flying north over the Staines reservoirs... (am
taking a break at work, so exact details not to hand !). Largest flock seen was I think
near Marlow, adjacent to the Thames, so possibly Thames valley followed at some
point"
22. Spotted Redshank

: One in full summer plumage was at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool (pagham Harbour) on
Apr 27
23. SKUAS: Those birders who regard the spring passage of Skuas as the high spot of
their birding year are having a good season almost everywhere except at Selsey Bill
where only one (of the gross total of 54 Poms reported so far) has been seen. There
are exactly 100 reports of Arctic Skua in my database for this year to date - though the
first five reports received in Jan and Feb should perhaps be deducted from the
passage figures. As there is inevitably some double counting in the reports as the
same birds move along the coast and pass observers at several viewpoints from
Portland to Dungeness perhaps the best way to indicate the number of birds passing is
to look at the totals recorded both overall and at individual sites.
To show the growth in overall numbers here are the totals (including duplicates) for the
past four weeks,


Week starting Apr 04 = 5 Arctics, 9 Bonxies, 0 Poms



Week starting Apr 11 = 27 Arctics, 90 Bonxies, 11 Poms



Week starting Apr 18 = 231 Arctics, 123 Bonxies, 29 Poms



Week starting Apr 25 = 69 Arctics, 57 Bonxies, 13 Poms in first three
days

Comparative totals for selected sites for the week starting Apr 18 are ...


Portland Bill = 35 Arctics, 13 Bonxies, 2 Poms



Selsey = 16 Arctics, 18 Bonxies, 0 Poms



Seaford = 25 Arctics, 2 Bonxies. 0 Poms



Dungeness = 53 Arctics, 61 Bonxies, 10 Poms



Hayling (Sandy Point) = 8 Arctics, 1 Bonxies, 0 Poms



Gosport (Stokes Bay) = 10 Arctics, 2 Bonxies, 0 Poms



Lymington (Hurst) = 17 Arctics, 0 Bonxies, 12 Poms (including one
anonymous report of 11 birds)



IoW (St Catherine's Point) = 17 Arctics, 11 Bonxies, 0 Poms

24. Pomarine Skua: Those not given to envy will share Bernie Forbes' pleasure in seeing
one pass within 30 feet of him when five miles out to sea off Shoreham in his brother's
boat. A good picture of three passing Portland Bill (on their website) has a wry
comment in it's caption which reads "Still not close enough".
25. Little Gull: I have never seen an adult Little Gull in summer plumage but I guess the
sight might well be even more inpressive than that of a Med Gull. The Little Gull may
not have the scarlet bill of a Med Gull but in other respects it is very similarly dressed
and has the added elegance of pink flushed breast and belly. I was reminded of this
when Tom Forbes remarked on the 'pink flushed breasts' of three which he saw at Pett
Level near Hastings on Apr 25
26. Great Blackback Gull: Along with the 81 Cormorants seen by Cliff Oakley's group just
inside the mouth of Pagham Harbour on Apr 24 were 73 Great Blackbacks.

27. Roseate Tern: First and so far the only report of one this year comes from Chesil Bank
at Portland where one was seen among Little Terns on Apr 25
28. Common Tern: An impressive count of 1100 passing Dungeness in 7 hours was
recorded on Apr 23, when Mike Rafter saw 250 fly east at Hurst and Trevor Carpenter
had more than 143 passing Titchfield Haven (and Simon Ingram had a couple inland at
Eastleigh Lakeside).
29. Black Tern: A gross total of 16 birds has now been seen including the first of the year
at Dungeness on Apr 14. Of local interest one was in the Lymington Hurst area on Apr
23 and another at Ibsley Water near Ringwood on Apr 24. Latest sighting is of 7 (first
‘flock’) at Dungeness on Apr 25
30. Turtle Dove: The year total now stands at 21 birds including the one which wintered at
Townhill Park in Southampton (seen on Feb 2) and Trevor Carpenter's 'possible' at
Brownwich near Titchfield on Apr 2. The first genuine migrant arrivals were 2 at
Titchfield Haven on Apr 17 (when another arrived at Pett Level near Hastings), and by
Apr 25 a group of five had reached Christchurch Harbour. The last one I have heard off
only just made it, landing on a fishing boat when five miles off Worthing, but taking off
to complete its flight when within half a mile of Shoreham Harbour - this was on Apr 26.
31. Barn Owl: The webcam at Pulborough Brooks visitor centre was showing two chicks
(possibly three) in the nest box there on Apr 27
32. Little Owl: The Warblington bird was still showing well on the morning of Apr 27
33. Short Eared Owls: Two passage birds returning north were seen on Apr 24, one over
the St Helens area of the IoW and the other coming in off the sea at Chesil Bank
(Portland)
34. Swift: The first major arrival brought around 30 to the Romsey area on Apr 24 and
gave Ian Pibworth at the Testwood Lakes (downstream from Romsey) a total of 79 on
that day. Also on Apr 24 nine Swifts came in off the sea at Titchfield Haven, six were
over the Brading Marshes on the IoW, and there were eleven other miscellaneous
sightings totalling at least 15 more birds. On Apr 26 more than 50 were over Vinnetrow
Lake at Chichester and on Apr 27 another 43 arrived at Dungeness (with three being
seen over Warblington Farm)
35. Swifts in the living room: Some of you will remember the famous monograph entitled
"Swifts in a tower" describing a study of Swifts in an Oxford college tower, and I have
just received a modern update to it from Frank Foulger who lives in a tower block in
Portsmouth. After describing how (in the past) he has seen a Peregrine feeding a
juvenile on the top of an adjacent tower block, watched Kestrels nesting on a nearby
church, and even had a Kestrel perched on the open window of his flat, he goes on to
say ... "Strangest thing that happened up here 170 feet above the ground was one
evening when I was leaning on the window sill watching the Swifts flying display and
one came in and got tangled up in my sweater! The very next evening I was on my
computer and one came in again and landed up in my waste paper basket! They were
trying to find nest locations under the eaves of our two blocks."
36. House Martin: The first major arrival seems to have been on Apr 24 when there were
10 reports including one of 100 birds seen in less than 3 hours at Portland and 42 over
the Testwood Lakes at Southampton. On Apr 25 Christchurch Harbour had 200 over in
2 hours, Andy Johnson had 20 at Sandy Point on Hayling and James O'Driscoll had 25
over Vinnetrow Lake at Chichester.
37. Yellow Wagtail: Although these lovely birds get fewer each year I now have 68 reports
of them for the year. Among more recent sightings Peter Raby had 11 coming in at

Stokes Bay, Gosport, on Apr 24 to give the third biggest day total for the year (top two
are 22 birds at Rye on Apr 4 and 12 there on Apr 10)
38. Waxwings: In Sussex what may be the last report of them for the past winter was of
just 2 at Tesco in Burgess Hill on Apr 23 when there were still more than 100 in the
Houndsmill area of Basingstoke (with 20 still there on Apr 25).
39. Nightingale: Of local interest one has been singing at the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on the Hayling side on both Apr 25 and 26, and for those who want to hear
one with the minimum of walking Richard Carpenter found 2 singing close to the
carparks in the Whiteley residential/retail park area off the M27 north west of Fareham
on Apr 24
40. Black Redstart: Tim Doran had one at Southsea Castle on Apr 25.
41. Whinchat: Apr 25 brought 10 to Portland Bill and 19 to Christchurch Harbour and on
Apr 27 one arrived at Pulborough Brooks (second for that site). So far Hampshire has
only had one at Hook/Warsash on Apr 11
42. Thrushes: Both Song and Mistle Thrushes have been reported with fledgling young
leaving their nests recently.
43. Grasshopper Warbler: A new wave of these seems to have arrived on Apr 25
bringing 10 to Portland and 4 to Christchurch Harbour but also one to Sandy Point on
Hayling and one to Titchfield Haven
44. Reed Warbler: Plenty of these now back - among local reports some were at Milton
Lakes in Portsmouth on Apr 24 and (before writing this) I heard my first back at
Langstone Pond (at least three of them) on Apr 28 when I also first noticed the green of
fresh reeds beginning to show around the base of the old dead ones. Before the new
reeds have grown sufficiently to start thinking of attaching nests to them the Reed
Warblers often appear in odd dry scrub miles from any water.
45. Lesser Whitethroat: Of the 26 reports of this species I have seen so far 17 of them are
dated Apr 22 or later and they are now widespread.
46. Garden Warbler
: These began to arrive in strength on Apr 25 when 20 arrived at Portland and 16 at
Christchurch Harbour. Andy Johnson had one at Sandy Point on Hayling on Apr 25 but
Richard Carpenter had found one singing 'under the pylons' in the Botley Woods on
Apr 24 (and one had been at Titchfield Haven as early as Apr 11)
47. Wood Warbler: Only nine reports of these lovely birds so far and only three of those in
Hampshire - all reports of single birds except for four birds at Portland on Apr 25.
48. Willow Warbler: For some time it has seemed that there are more of these than usual
this year. Apr 25 brought 300 more to Portland and 250+ to Christchurch Harbour!
49. Spotted Flycatcher: After a very dubious report of one at Pulborough Brooks on Mar
26 these birds have genuinely started to arrive on Apr 25 with 2 at Wisborough Green
near Pulborough and 1 at Portland Bill.
50. Pied Flycatcher: Apr 25 brought a wave of these - at Portland 15 birds came in,
Christchurch Harbour had 10 and one reached the Dungeness RSPB reserve.
51. Starlings: Although there seem to be very few this year they have now started their
spring Leatherjacket hunt in grassland and can be seen heading back to their nests to
feed young.

52. Brambling: One was still in the New Forest on Apr 24 and on Apr 25 one went over the
Sandy Point area of Hayling
53. Serin: Also at Sandy Point on Apr 25 a Serin circled overhead before flying off west.
54. Siskin: Just to prove they are not yet extinct one flew north over Christchurch Harbour
on Apr 24 and three came in at Dungeness on Apr 26 (with one more there on Apr 27)
55. Escapees: The 'Saker' which has been around the Brading area of the Iow recently is
now known to have escaped several weeks ago and to be a strange cross between a
Saker and a Gyr Falcon. Also at Brading Marshes a Red-tailed Hawk hybrid was
seen on Apr 26 (maybe this is the one described as a Harris Hawk with the remains of
jesses on its legs reported there on Apr 17)
PLANTS
1. Wild Mignonette: One plant had flowers open on the north pier of the old Hayling rail
bridge on Apr 25
2. Sea Sandwort
: Also at the same site one flower was open on the shingle beside the rail embankment.
3. Common Vetch
: By no means a first this was flowering everywhere on the old rail bridge pier.
4. Black Medick
: A genuine first seen by the Havant multi-storey carpark off Park Road South on Apr
25
5. Broad Leaved Willowherb
: The first Willowherb of the year found flowering in Lymbourne Road in Havant on Apr
25
6. Germander Speedwell
: A mass of flowers which I assumed to be this species were present in the Warblington
cemetery on Apr 27. As the many flowers were arranged in racemes I assumed they
were Germander but at the time I thought it very odd that the flowers were generally
pale blue, not the very deep blue that I associate with Germander. I now realise that I
will have to go back with a lens to check the hairs on the stems of these plants to see if
they were actually Wood Speedwell!
7. Marsh Valerian
: This was also coming into flower at Warblington (by the eastern stream) on Apr 27
8. Solomon's Seal
: Not yet in flower but Maurice Pugh told me that he found many flower buds in
woodland in the Test valley on Apr 24
9. Lilly of the Valley
: Maurice Pugh also found more than 100 plants of this in flower in the same private
woodland near Kings Somborne on Apr 24
10. Twayblade orchid: Plants in bud in Lowton's Copse (southwest foot of Butser Hill) on
Apr 23
11. Meadow Foxtail: A few flowerheads had put out their anthers on Apr 28.
INSECTS

1. Dragonflies:
o

Broad-bodied Chaser
: First of the year was surprisingly in the Bird Observatory garden on Portland
Bill on Apr 20

2. Butterflies
:
o

Dingy Skipper

o

Grizzled Skipper

o

Swallowtail

o

Wall Brown

o

Orange Tip

: Seen by Ashley Whitlock at the Q E Country Park near Petersfield on Apr 24
(Two seen - plus two Duke of Burgundy there)
: As above (Two seen)
: First of the year seen on the Channel Islands on Apr 18
: Fresh male on Portsdown Hill on Apr 24 seen by Adrian Hoskins
: Becoming numerous from Apr 24 when 10 were seen in the Test Valley east of
Kings Somborne, 15 (including a female) were out at Noar Hill and another 8 at
the Q E Park near Petersfield. On Apr 27 one was flying at Warblington and
another in my Havant garden.

3. Moths
: The following are new to my yearlist taken from the reports I have seen ..
o

Crambus pratella

o

Red Twin-spot Carpet

o

Garden Carpet

o

Common Pug

o

Oak-tree Pug

o

V-Pug

o

Small White Wave

o

Scorched Carpet

o

Common Wave

: a common Pyralid (grass moth) seen on Portsdown by Adrian Hoskins on Apr
24
: Taken by Pete Durnell at Lymington on Apr 25
: Taken by Dave Hamilton at Southampton Hedge End on Apr 22
: Came to Simon Ingram's trap at Eastleigh on Apr 25
: Taken by Pete Durnell at Lymington between Apr 18 and 27
: As for the above
: Taken by Pete Durnell at Lymington on Apr 25
: Taken by Pete Durnell at Lymington on Apr 25 (Peter Allen had a second at
North Gorley on Apr 27)
: Peter Allen had the first of these at North Gorley near Fordingbrdge on Apr 25.

o

Death's Head Hawkmoth

o

Lobster Moth

o

Iron Prominent

o

Lesser Swallow Prominent

o

Muslin Moth

o

Flame Shoulder

o

Caloptilia semifascia

o

Agonopterix aranella

: Emerged from pupation in captivity with Peter Hutchins on Apr 21
: Taken by Pete Durnell at Lymington on Apr 25
: Taken by Richard Coomber at Lymington on Apr 25
: First of year was at Hastings on Apr 20 before Nick Montegriffo had one near
Basingstoke on Apr 22
: Excluding one in a Winchester house at the end of March the first 'wild
specimen' was taken by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on Apr 10.
: Taken by Pete Durnell at Lymington on Apr 25
: Taken by Nick Montegriffo near Basingstoke on Apr 22
: Found by Paul Boswell at Greywell in north Hampshire on Apr 22

4. Other insects
:
o

Hornet
: A queen had been seen at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 16 (perhaps disturbed)
but a more reasonable first of the year was one seen by Nick Montegriffo at
Basingstoke on Apr 21 (perhaps in his moth trap?)

OTHER
1. Stoat: One seen at Newchurch (IoW) on Apr 24
2. Hare
: Up to 25 were in fields around Ashley (between Kings Somborne and Farley Mount in
the Test Valley) on Apr 24
3. Eels
: First mention of these for the year comes from Peter Hutchins who on Apr 24 saw
more than 5 in the pools which filter out impurites from the water after it has come out
of paper making mills at Overton near the source of the River Test
4. Fungi
:
o

St George's Mushroom

o

Bog Beacon (Mitrula paludosa)

: The 'buttons' which appeared in my Havant garden on Apr 23 have turned out
to be this species which I have never seen in the garden before. As they are in
the lawn below one of my bird feeding stations the spores could have been
carried here by birds but I guess they are from wind borne spores which may
have been blown for miles.

: A single example of this was close to the eastern stream in the Warblington
Farm fields on Apr 27,
o

Peziza species
: George Spraggs this week sent me a photo of a Peziza species which was
growing on an old peice of carpet in the hull of a boat (covered by a tarpaulin)
parked out of doors on Hayling Island. The size was around 3 cm across, the
inner surface was a deep brown and the outer surface was a pale brown with
whitish scurfy flecks. Any suggestions as to its identity are welcome.

Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2404
Mon 25 Apr
A. Around Havant and Langstone
In Havant today I found my first Black Medick in flower with more Beaked
Hawksbeard outside the multi-storey carpark, and in Lymbourne Road came on my
first flowering Willowherb of the year - Broad Leaved.
At Langstone I went out onto the north pier of the old railbridge and found one flower of
Sea Sandwort flowering on the shingle and Wild Mignonette on top of the
embankment. Also here Common Vetch was out everywhere.
Small groups of Starlings were collecting food for their young and three Turnstones
were on the shore with a Whimbrel, and over on the Langstone side of the road bridge
there were at least 60 Black-tailed Godwits still on the shore.
After the full moon last night today’s tide was the highest of the month (but only 4.6
metres) and I was interested to see that it had not dislodged the foolish Swan which
seems to be sitting on a nest she has built on the Northney saltings

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 18 - 24 (WEEK 16)
Sun 24 Apr
A. (Sun2404) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed2004
BIRDS
1. Fulmar: I do not know how many nest on the IoW but a report of more than 20 on the
sea off St Catherine's Point on Apr 22 was considerably more than the 4 or 5 locals
usually reported there.
2. Bittern
: A sighting of one at Titchfield Haven on Apr 17 may well be the last on the south coast
until next autumn. Last spring there were no Bittern reports after Mar 23 and the last
seen at the Haven was on Mar 16
3. Little Egret
: As yet we have no news of Egrets breeding in Elson Wood at the MoD site on
Portsmouth Harbour shore. I seem to remember that there were 13 pairs nesting there
last year and this year on Apr 20 Dennis Bill counted 16 Egrets feeding along the north
shore of Portsmouth Harbour (possibly some or all of them were the off duty birds of
nesting pairs)

4. White Stork
: One flying over New Milton near the Hampshire coast west of Lymington on Apr 11
and one flying south over Havenstreet (south of Ryde on the IoW) on Apr 17 might well
have been the same bird.
5. Mute Swan
: The bird nesting at Peter Pond in Emsworth is thought to have seven eggs in her nest.
As she started sitting by Mar 29 the eggs could hatch by the end of the first week in
May.
6. Brent Goose
: The flock of 19 which I saw on the Budds Farm shore in Langstone Harbour on Apr 19
had moved on when Heather Mills was there on Apr 20 and the single bird which she
saw is presumably staying here for the summer. Apr 22 brought a small flurry of
movement along the coast with 20 passing Portland, 32 seen from Hurst Beach
entering the west Solent (with just 2 of them being seen at Stokes Bay), 6 going around
St Catherine's Point on the IoW and just 4 being seen from Sandy Point on Hayling.
7. Egyptian Goose
: The single bird that has been seen at Titchfield Haven on at least 24 days this year
(from Jan 7 to Apr 22) probably goes off on journeys in search of a mate in between
appearances at the Haven. What was presumed to be this bird was seen at Dodnor
Pond on the IoW on Feb 20 and at Curbridge on the R.Hamble on Apr 20, but so far it
remains single and celibate (unlike the pair at Tundry Pond in north Hampshire which
had seven goslings with them on Apr 7).
8. Wigeon
: On Apr 15 there were still at least 20 Wigeon at Titchfield Haven but by Apr 22 only
one could be seen there - maybe it will stay the summer there?
9. Garganey
: On Apr 22, a couple of days after the Keyhaven bird flew off north, a drake was
flushed from the River Loddon east of Basingstoke. For interest a late report of a drake
being seen at Keyhaven as early as Apr 4 possibly extends the length of the long stay
made the by Keyhaven bird from 8 to 13 days
10. Red Crested Pochard: What was probably the same bird that was seen on the R
Hamble at Curbridge between Mar 5 and 30 has been seen again a few miles down
stream in the Swanwick area on Apr 22. Maybe it has been somewhere on the river
throughout, maybe it just makes occasional sorties from some wildfowl collection in the
area?
11. Scaup: A flock of up to 18 birds had collected on Castle Water at Rye Harbour during
the late winter and ten of them were still there on Apr 16 but a sighting of 13 Scaup on
the sea in Rye Bay on Apr 22 probably shows that these birds were thinking about
leaving their winter quarters.
12. Eider: Around 50 were still on the sea off Titchfield Haven on Apr 19 but the biggest
count there since then has been of just 28 on Apr 23. That, coupled with various
reports of Eider flying east along the channel coast in small groups, could mean that
the east Solent flock is leaving (but experience of widely varying numbers being seen
there in the past makes it unwise to make such an assumption!)
13. Goosander: Now that Goosanders have started to breed on the River Avon in the past
five years or so it is possible that they could try to nest elsewhere in the county and the
Meon at Titchfield offers potential tree nest sites close to the water. Coupling that

thought with the fact that wintering birds have generally left us by the end of March the
appearance of a drake Goosander at Titchfield Haven on Apr 22 is interesting ...
14. Marsh Harrier: A female was at Titchfield Haven on Apr 16 and 17, presumably part of
a wave of arriving birds which brought five of them to the Stour valley east of
Canterbury in Kent on Apr 17.
15. Osprey: One was seen in the Mottisfont area of the Test valley on Apr 22 (when
another was seen to catch a fish in the Arlington Reservoir in the Cuckmere valley near
Beachy Head).
16. Red-Footed Falcon: A sighting recorded on Apr 21 in the Grove Ferry logbook of the
Stour Valley nature reserve east of Canterbury does not, without further evidence,
convince me of the bird's presence (especially at a time when quite a lot of Hobbies are
about...)
17. Peregrine: One can't begrudge a Peregrine its food, and if the victim is despatched in
one clean high speed blow I have no complaint, but an account from Splash Point at
Seaford of how a pair of Peregrines harried a Little Gull for several minutes, with the
Gull evading stoop after stoop but eventually tiring and being forced down on to the
sea from which one of the Peregrines managed to lift it (probably still alive) and carry it
to the cliffs, sounds like unfair bullying to me. I have no such qualms about Peregrines
culling Feral Pigeons, and two recent reports of falcons concentrating on keeping
down the pigeon population have my blessing. One comes from Portsmouth where a
resident in one of the tower blocks near the south end of the M275 tells me he has
been watching an immature Peregrine resting on the roof of another tower block after
making a hunting trip to the Portsmouth dockyard (major source of both Feral Pigeons
and, I think, feral cats), and the other comes from Farnborough were a meeting in one
of the council offices took an unscheduled break to watch a Peregrine chasing pigeons
past the office window.
18. Red-legged Partridge: On Apr 21 I added this species to my list for the Harting Down
area where I have a Breeding Bird Survey square to monitor and I see that on the
same day George Spraggs saw the pair which seem to be breeding once again in
fields just east of the Hayling Coastal Path in the area near the west end of Daw Lane.
19. Avocet: These are still on the move eastward from wintering quarters in south west
England to breeding sites in East Anglia or on the continent and reports continue to
come in of small groups at sites all along the coast but it is interesting to see that some
which arrive at Titchfield Haven do not move on quickly - a group of 4 there in early
April had grown to 6 by Apr 20.
20. Little Ringed Plover: Three were to be seen at Woolmer Pond in East Hampshire on
Apr 19
21. Bar-tailed Godwit: These are now being seen moving east all along the coast and an
indication of how passage is building up can be seen from reports of 210 passing
Dungeness on Apr 21 increasing to 496 there on Apr 22.
22. Whimbrel: There is currently a debate amongst seawatchers as to whether Whimbrel
follow the coast or if they fly inland to take a short cut to East Anglia from certain places
on the south coast. I think it will be difficult to settle this argument conclusively but the
figures reported from Dungeness (e.g. 37 there on Apr 22) seem to be smaller and less
frequent than is the case for other species which definitely hug the coast, and it may be
that many Whimbrel come north across the channel on a broad front, turn east when
they reach our south coast, but then take the next turning inland when they recognize
some coastal feature that acts as a marker to them. One factor which definitely

complicates the issue is the Whimbrel's habit of flying inland to fields which they use as
feeding stops - possibly they return to the coast when no longer hungry, but the birds
make no secret of the fact that many of them fly north from the Solent harbours - the
sky is full of their calls on sunny May days as they fly high inland.
23. Mediterranean Gull: Anyone visiting the Hayling Oysterbeds in early April found the
sky above them full of the calls of these gulls and would usually see around 20 pairs on
or around the nest island. On Apr 1 George Spraggs estimated there were around 100
of these gulls there, then on Apr 14 his estimate was down to 50, and by Apr 21 he
could only find 2 birds there. Can anyone tell me what is going on?
24. Little Gull: On Apr 22 there were six reports of birds heading east - at Portland there
may have been 23 birds seen. 8 went round the south of the Isle of Wight and at least
13 went through the Solent. Only 10 were seen from the mouth of Chichester Harbour
and only 7 at Dungeness ...
25. Herring Gull: With several recent reports of both Iceland and Glaucous Gulls John
Norton warns us to be careful with identification as, at Stokes Bay on Apr 21, he saw a
large gull which looked white all over except for brownish shading on outer two primary
webs, but a closer look showed that it had a yellow bill with a red spot on the gonyx and
was therefore a leucistic Herring Gull.
26. Iceland Gull: One was reported from Portland Bill on Apr 20
27. Sandwich Tern: Reports to date have been of birds heading east up channel or fishing
offshore but I now have two reports of them entering the harbours. On Apr 20 George
Spraggs saw 27 resting on a sand bar in the mouth of Chichester Harbour (with some
attempted mating seen), and on the same day Heather Mills heard and saw one in the
north of Langstone Harbour from the Budds Farm shore. On Apr 22 Jason Crook
watched some 200 fishing off Sandy Point on Hayling with at least another 100
heading east there.
28. Common Tern: More than ten were over the Chichester Lakes on Apr 21.
29. Arctic Tern: Although these have been seen along the coast since Apr 1 the first local
sighting in the east Solent was of 15 seen from Stokes Bay on Apr 22
30. Little Tern: Still no news of birds back at the Hayling Oysterbeds but at least I have
seen my first for the year - four of them in the Langstone Harbour entrance on Apr 22
31. Turtle Dove: I see that Richard Carpenter saw two at Titchfield Haven on Apr 17 - the
same day that one arrived in East Sussex - and so far these are the only two confirmed
reports.
32. Cockatiel: I assume that the 'parakeet noises' which Heather Mills heard over the
Brockhampton Stream in Havant on Apr 20 came from an escaped Cockatiel though
there is no proof of that.
33. Swift: No major arrival yet but Mark Litjens saw three fly in off the sea at Titchfield
Haven on Apr 23 to record the eighth sighting of Swifts for this year.
34. Hoopoe: The sixth report of this species which I have seen this year came from
Birdguides which said that one was in the Shatterford area of the New Forest (near
Beaulieu Road station) on Apr 21.
35. Woodlark: On Apr 14 the Petersfield Wildlife Group heard or saw three Woodlarks in
the area between Liss Forest village and the Longmoor army camp.

36. Shore Lark: One appeared at Portland Bill on Apr 20 and was seen twice before it
disappeared again. (This is only the second report of the species that I have seen this
year after another brief appearance of one which flew in off the sea at Dungeness on
Feb 26).
37. Swallow: One flew into a barn at Old Idsworth Farm on Apr 22 - the first back there.
38. House Martin: I have already reported the first back at a nest site (near Haywards
Heath on Apr 17) and it was not until Apr 21 that a second report came in of birds back
around nests, again in the Haywards Heath area but this time at Hickstead
39. Tree Pipits: On Apr 14 the Petersfield Wildlife Group found 4 back on the Longmoor
heathland north east of Liss, and by Apr 20 several were back around Woolmer Pond
not far from Liss.
40. Waxwings: Basingstoke still had a good showing of them in the Houndsmill area on
Apr 20 (140 birds) but by Apr 22 only 65 were seen there.
41. Nightingale: One was back and singing at the Swanwick nature reserve by the River
Hamble on Apr 20 - that will probably stay there and be joined by others but one heard
in the Sandy Point area of Hayling Island on Apr 21 is unlikely to stay there (though in
past years some have stayed a week or more in the Sinah Warren area of Hayling).
42. Fieldfare: One was on the Downs north of Brighton (at Truleigh Hill) on Apr 20 probably the last?
43. Grasshopper Warbler: Singles were at four widely scattered sites on Apr 20
44. Lesser Whitethroat: I have now seen nine reports of this species including one which
I heard myself on Harting Down on Apr 21. On Apr 22 the first arrived at Titchfield
Haven and on that day several were reported to have arrived overnight in the Pannel
Valley west of Rye.
45. Garden Warbler: Seven reports so far since the first on Apr 7
46. Chiff Chaff: While gardening on Apr 21 I discovered that a ball of dry grass on the
ground in my garden was in fact a Chiff Chaff nest with eggs - I ceased clearing the
ground in that area and put back some of the brambles, etc, which I had just cut down
and I think the birds have not deserted.
47. Tree Sparrow: At least three of the birds which have been in the Hastings/Rye area
over winter were still there on Apr 22.
PLANTS
1. Sea Radish: First flowers seen on Hayling Beachlands on Apr 22
2. Sea Campion
: First flowers seen in the Hook/Warsash area on Apr 18
3. Round-leaved Cranesbill
: Although I found plants in flower on Hayling in Feb the first real flowering for this year
was on Apr 22 with quite a few out around the Hayling Ferry area.
4. Broom
: First flowers seen in the Whiteley area south of Botley woods on Apr 16
5. Bur Chervil
: In flower on Sinah Common, Hayling on Apr 22

6. Sheep's Sorrel
: Also out on Hayling on Apr 22
7. Duke of Argyll's Teaplant
: This was flowering on Sinah Common on Apr 22 and the next day I found the similar
Chinese Teaplant (Lycium chinese) flowering in a garden hedge near Brook
Meadow in Emsworth
8. Buck's Horn Plantain
: Close on the heels of Ribwort Plantain which came into flower on Apr 17 this was out
on Sinah Common on Apr 22
9. Wayfaring Tree
: Flowering at Brownwich near Titchfield on Apr 21
10. Tartarian Honeysuckle: The huge bush at the entrance from Ferry Road to Sinah
Gravel Pit was covered in pink flowers on Apr 22
11. Beaked Hawksbeard: A couple of plants were flowering in the public carpark beside
the entrance to Langstone Harbour on Apr 22
12. Green-winged Orchid: I had seen the first in flower on Sinah Common on Apr 1 but on
Apr 22 a casual ride through that area gave me a count of at least 250 plants in flower.
13. Spring Sedge: I think this has been found in flower on Portsdown earlier but I saw my
first examples on Harting Down on Apr 21.
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
o

Broad-bodied Chaser

o

Large Red Damselfly

: The first of the year was seen on Apr 20 in the garden of the Portland Bill bird
observatory
: Two more seen on Apr 20 - one at Portland Bill as above and one at Titchfield
Haven

2. Butterflies
:
o

Green-veined White

o

Orange Tip

o

Holly Blue

o

Duke of Burgundy

o

Painted Lady

: So far just 4 reports compared to 7 sightings of Large White and 20 of Small
White. Green-veined have appeared at Brook Meadow in Emsworth, at Noar
Hill and at Titchfield Haven following the first of the year at Cosham on Apr 11
: These seem to be doing well with 26 reports of them since the first on Apr 1
: 29 reports so far since Mar 26
: Just one more seen at Noar Hill on Apr 21 following the first there on Apr 17
: A fourth report for this year comes from Dorset where one was seen well at
Shapwick on Apr 21

3. Moths
:
o

Death's Head Hawkmoth

o

Hummingbird Hawkmoth

o

Lesser Swallow Prominent

o

Muslin Moth

o

Water Carpet

: A caterpillar found in Eastleigh last autumn was taken into care by Peter
Hutchins who lives in Whitchurch and on Apr 21 the moth emerged and its
photo has appeared on the Butterfly Conservation website.
: I have now seen 29 reports of this species and while some of the first
seventeen reports (in Jan, Feb and March) were probably of insects that had
hibernated here it is likely that the latest reports are of fresh migrants.
: First of the year was taken on Apr 20 in the Pannel Valley near Rye
: Although the one taken by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on Apr 10 can be
regarded as the first I have since read of one found alive in a Winchester house
at the end of March (still there on Apr 5).
: One was taken by Paul Boswell in north Hampshire on Mar 19 and one which
came to an outside light of a house at the foot of the Sussex Downs on Apr 19
was only the third of the year that I know of.

4. Other insects
:
o

Harlequin Ladybird

o

Green Birch Shieldbug (Elasmostethus interstinctus)

o

Moon Hoverfly (Metasyrphus luniger)

: The new issue of the British Wildlife magazine at last tells me how to recognize
this supposed threat to British Ladybirds. It measures 5 - 8 mm long, roughly the
same size as the very common 7-Spot. The basic colour can be red, orange or
black: red or orange forms have from 1 to 19 dark or black spots, black forms
have 2 to 8 red patches. With that choice you may think you will never be sure of
identifying one but there are two features that will help. One is that the line down
the centre of the back, where the wing cases join, forms a broad shallow groove
(absent from our common Ladybirds) and the other is the the whitish pro-notum
(the area between the front of the wing cases and the back of the beetles real
head) generally has an 'M' shaped black mark ('W' shape if you look at it the
other way up!). This beetle has been deliberately introduced into several
European countries as a biologicial pest control and has run riot in them but it
may not do so in Britain (some of its known parasites exist here and the climate
may not suit it - further it only eats other Ladybirds when the supply of aphids
runs out). On the other hand its introduction into the USA has been so
successful (from the beetle's point of view) that it invades houses in vast
numbers in the autumn (hoping to hibernate in them) and has thus earned the
name of Halloween Bug.
: Found at Hill Head on Apr 21
: One in Richard Carpenter's Hill Head garden on Apr 21

OTHER

1. Common (Harbour) Porpoise: One off Seaford near Beachy Head was only the
second report of this species for the year - the first was also seen here on Jan 26.
2. Fungi
:
o

St George's Mushroom

o

Jew's Ear Fungus

: Found on Apr 18 by Brownwich Pond, west of Titchfield Haven (and possibly
coming up in my Havant garden on the more appropriate date of Apr 23 several fresh buttons which might be this species have just appeared).
: Fresh specimens on dead Elder at Bedhampton in Havant on Apr 19
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Fri 22 Apr
A. Havant to Gunner Point on Hayling
What may have been a female Brimstone flew through my garden in the late morning
and a Peacock was sunning itself on the Hayling Billy trail as I cycled down it towards
Langstone and Hayling but these were the only butterflies on what was to mainly a
botanic excursion (though in the evening I did hear of an Orange Tip in a Bedhampton
garden seen during the past few days).
Before reaching Langstone a Med Gull flew over making its distinctive call but when
the harbour came into view from Langstone Bridge the strong south east wind had
driven any birds to more sheltered sites. The Oysterbeds were sheltered from this wind
but even there few birds could be seen - I heard a Whimbrel close at hand, enjoyed
Linnet song, and saw just one Med Gull on the nest island among a few
Black-headed but that was that. Even the coastal path only one singing Whitethroat
on the way down and a calling Yellowhammer on the way back.
The first excitement came on Sinah Common where Bur Chervil and Duke of
Argyll’s Teaplant were newly in flower across Ferry Road from Staunton Avenue.
Continuing west I found some of the Shepherd’s Cress was already setting seed and
Sea Campion was in flower, then south of the Golf Course I came on my first Sea
Radish flowers and a good show of Wintercress. Buckshorn Plantain was also in
flower and the shingle was covered with deep purple Sea Kale leaves and the pale
grey of Yellow Horned Poppy plants. Less conspicuous was the Sheep Sorrel now
flowering everywhere.
As expected the Green Veined Orchids were well out and my estimated counted as I
cycled through the area was of more than 250 flowering plants (a search might have
found many more).
Birds in this area included one male Stonechat, a single Meadow Pipit and song from
just one Skylark but I did better at the start of the Langstone Harbour entrance with my
first four Little Terns of the year, and after rounding the Golf Course I heard the Cetti’s
Warbler in the scrub (destined to have houses built on it in the near future I think)
immediately east of the Kench.
In the carpark area as I neared the Ferry I stopped to see both Round-leaved
Cranesbill and Eastern Rocket in flower and with them I found the very first flowers
on Beaked Hawksbeard which will soon turn every roadside yellow. Around the
Hayling Health Society area the Wallflowers were putting on a great show and both
Sweet Alison and ‘Dusty Miller’ were freshly flowering.

Another new flower came at the main turn into the Sinah Gravel pit area by the historic
gun emplacements - here the Tartarian Honeysuckle was covered with pink flowers
but the Spreading Oleaster (Eleagnus umbellata) at the east end of the concrete
building (ammo store for the guns?) by the road had not yet opened its flower buds but now someone has killed the Ivy threatening to engulf it it’s future seems assured.
Further back, on the edge of the Sinah Warren holiday camp, I had seen my first
Broom in flower.
Two other flowers deserving a mention were Sea Pink (Thrift) of which I saw just one
clump in flower, and the Common Dog Violets now well out along the edge of the
Coastal Path at the north end of the large West Lane fields - and of course just north of
them, opposite the Aston Villa fields, the single tall Pear tree is now in flower to remind
us of days when the railway was in use and someone threw a half eaten pear out of
their carriage window.
Thu 21 Apr
A. Harting Down
With the weather forecast predicting rain from tomorrow onwards I picked this morning
to carry out my first visit to my Breeding Bird Survey square on Harting Down (west
side of the Petersfield to Chichester road after it has climbed out of South Harting onto
the ridge of the Downs).
As I arrived at the site I thought my visit would be a waste of time as the visibility was
less than fifty metres and the fresh east wind cut through my clothes, but as I turned
south into the valley in which the survey transect starts the visibility increased and the
I had shelter from the wind, and by the end of the survey the sun could just be seen
dimly through the thinning cloud.
Though I might have found more birds on a sunny morning I did not do badly, adding a
pair of Red-legged Partridge to the known inhabitants of this area (which I have been
surveying for at least three years). I also had my first Lesser Whitethroat of the year
(singing strongly) and my first Yellowhammer song, while a Marsh Tit in Blackthorn
scrub at the top of the down was a surprise (they are regular here but I normally see
them in the woodland setting of lower lying areas). My total list of birds only included 27
species, but (other than the Pheasants calling everywhere) they were all good friends
- especially the male Stonechat which sits on the same strand of bramble on the same
bush that he uses every year - I think that bush has been specially excluded from the
scrub clearance work here to ensure he remains undisturbed.
Spring Sedge in flower was new for my year list and the downland Cowslips were at
last starting to flower. On my next visit I expect to walk through acres of Common
Spotted orchids, and today I passed half a dozen of their leaf rosettes to show me they
have not forgotten their annual duty.
One creature which I would not have seen had the morning been sunny and clear was
a Roe doe still out and about in the open when I first arrived.
Wed 20 Apr
A. (Wed2004) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1704
BIRDS

1. Fulmar: A count of 164 passing Dungeness on Apr 18 was by far the highest day total
anywhere on the south coast so far this year and is just one example of the way
seabird passage is 'hotting up'
2. Manx Shearwater
: Another example of spring passage peaking comes from Portland where 100+ Manx
Shearwaters were seen on Apr 17, 700+ on Apr 18 and 300+ on Apr 19
3. Barnacle Goose
: The disintegration of the 'Baffins Gang' continues. In Oct 1998 the gang consisted of
42 Barnacles (I think earlier there had been even more), 2 Snow Geese and the hybrid.
At the start of this year the Snow Geese had both gone and the Barnacles were down
to just 7 but on Apr 18 there were only 5 at the pond though the hybrid is still around.
4. Brent Goose
: I guess that any Brent which have been wintering far to the south or west of the
Solent, and which happen to move east along the south coast of England, will look on
the west Solent as the first good 'motorway service station' they come to after a long
stretch of mudless shoreline with little food to offer them. (OK, Poole Harbour is further
west, but as you round Durlston Head the Solent is straight ahead while you have to
turn back to enter Poole Harbour). After feeding up in the Beaulieu River mouth area
they do not need to make a further stop in the east Solent harbours. That is my
explanation for the fact that each year the last major flocks of Brent are always seen in
the west Solent long after the east Solent Harbours have been abandoned by the
migrant geese, and this year is no exception as on Apr 18 Paul Matthews found more
than 100 at Lepe - maybe some of them flew on shortly after as a flock of 33 went east
past Rye on Apr 19. As there is an exception to every rule I saw a flock of 19 Brent on
the Budds Farm shore across the water from Broadmarsh on Apr 19 - unlike the lone
bird at the mouth of the Langbrook stream that day (which will be staying for the
summer) it will be surprising if we have 19 more staying on.
5. Teal
: An estimated count of 90 Teal still in the Yarmouth estuary on the IoW on Apr 17 must
be one of the last large counts we will see on the coast until next autumn. There were
also around 100 still at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 14 and 54 at Titchfield Haven on Apr
11.
6. Garganey
: The lone male which has given birders good value at Keyhaven from Apr 9 is said to
have flown off strongly to the north on Apr 17
7. Tufted Duck
: City life seems to suit these birds as there were still 36 at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth
on Apr 18 (perhaps free food from Portsmouth City helps!)
8. Eider
: Small numbers are being reported moving east along the channel coast but on Apr 19
there was still a flock of around 50 on the water off Titchfield Haven.
9. Common Scoter
: Although 3650 of these flew east past Dungeness on Apr 3, the main peak of passage
is only now occurring with 1160 passing Dungeness on Apr 18 and 3420 on Apr 19.
10. Velvet Scoter: At least 51 went past Dungeness in the three days Apr 17 - 19
11. Marsh Harrier: One was hunting over Titchfield Haven on Apr 17 and another was
over the Severals at Church Norton on Apr 19

12. Buzzard: I often wonder where the hugely increased number of Buzzards hereabouts
in recent years find sufficient food and one answer that I had not thought of comes from
Martin Harvey who has a garden on the edge of Harewood Forest near Andover. He
says that in the past he has seen a Buzzard drop from a tree perch into his garden
pond, seizing a Frog and devouring it on the ground next the pond.
13. Osprey: Young birds returning to this country with no mate or nest site urging them on
often spend some time in the south coast harbours and one has been in Langstone
Harbour from Apr 14 to at least Apr 17. It has been regularly seen perched on a post
out in the south east corner of the harbour visible distantly from the Oysterbeds.
14. Merlin: These are still coming north over the Channel - the latest record I have is from
Portland Bill on Apr 19 but one seen out over the sea south of Selsey Bill on Apr 18
was probably onto a good thing as it chased (and presumably caught) small
passerines tired by their long flight and with no hiding place.
15. Hobby: On Apr 12 John Somons watched one for 15 minutes over Markwells Wood in
the Finchdean area north of Rowlands Castle - it eventually flew off west. At least 10
Hobbies had already arrived in the country by Apr 17
16. Coot: The first chick to hatch on one of the rafts in the Slipper Mill Pond at Emsworth
was seen on Apr 19 (just one day after the overall winner of the first chick of the year at
Rye Harbour)
17. Knot: 29 were still in Newtown Harbour on the north coast of the IoW on Apr 19 (and
two were off north Hayling on Apr 16)
18. Sanderling: 24 were seen at Stokes Bay, Gosport, on Apr 19
19. Black-tailed Godwit: Up to 50 were still off Langstone Mill on Apr 18 and on Apr 19
the count at Newtown Harbour on the IoW was around 115.
20. Bar-tailed Godwit: Unlike the Blackwits which migrate north overland the Bar-tails go
east along the coast and on Apr 19 the total passing Dungeness was 50
21. Whimbrel: These too work their way east along the Channel and on Apr 17
Christchurch Harbour had 43 and Dungeness had 54
22. Spotted Redshank: Four of these were still at the Lymington Marshes on Apr 16 and
one in summer plumage was at Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Apr 18
23. Green Sandpiper: The distinctive call of one flying north up the Test Valley in the dark
on the evening of Apr 18 was a bonus for Simon Woolley when cycling back to
Winchester after hearing Nightingales on Casbrook Common.
24. Pomarine Skua: The race is now on to see who can see the greatest number of these
from Selsey Bill and thus win the annual Pom King crown. This year the earliest to be
seen anywhere along the Channel was one at Portland Bill on Mar 30 and the overall
total is now 9 reports totalling 20 birds (seven of them being seen at Portland on Apr
17, the day when passage really started). Candidates for the Selsey prize have either
been lying in bed or have been having some fruitless mornings as none of the eight
sightings on Apr 17, 18 and 19 were at Selsey.
25. Arctic Skua: So far I have 49 reports of this species for the year, but to illustrate the
mid-April peak of passage (and of sea-watching!) 17 of these have been recorded on
Apr 17, 18 and 19 with peak counts of 15 at Portland, 12 at Dungeness and 11 at
Selsey. Another view of this figures is that of the 49 reports only 3 have been from
Hampshire - at either end of the county's shore at Hurst Beach and Sandy Point (only

just in Hampshire in each case!) and of a mentally disturbed bird which did not know
the route and was seen by Ian Pibworth at the head of Southampton Water (from the
Testwood Lakes).
26. Great Skua: The number of Bonxies seen along the south coast has increased
dramatically in recent years. In Birds of Hampshire, published in 1991, we are told that
in many years none are seen, and that the highest spring passage total was of just 8
birds (in 1972). The latest annual Hampshire Bird Report gives a total of 20 birds seen
in the spring of 2003, and while we have only two birds claimed by a Hampshire birder
so far this year the overall number of reports from the south coast is already 38
(including one report of 41 birds passing Dungeness on Apr 18 and another of 27 birds
passing St Catherine's Point on the IoW on Apr 17). All this is before spring passage of
this species really gets under way in May.
27. Little Gull: Eight reports of these on Apr 19 ranged from a total of 68 seen from
Dungeness in a full day to 5 at Selsey Bill and 3 seen from Hampshire (Trevor
Carpenter saw one adult and one young bird off Titchfield Haven, Peter Raby saw two
adults from Stokes Bay, and by the time they passed the mouth of Chichester Harbour
what I guess was a single group of three birds was seen by George Spraggs as two
adults and one immature).
28. Iceland Gull: No reports of the adult bird from Gosport since Apr 8 but a new first
winter bird was seen from Hurst Beach by Mike Rafter on Apr 19
29. Kittiwake: 40 were seen at St Catherine's Point on the IoW on Apr 17 and perhaps a
few of them are lingering around the Island as at least one was seen south of the island
next day and on Apr 19 Peter Raby saw two from Stokes Bay on the Gosport shore.
30. Little Tern: Recent days have seen large numbers of Sandwich, Common and Arctic
Terns flying up channel, and on Apr 17 56 Little Terns went past Portland Bill with
another 80 seen there on Apr 19 so there should by now be a few back in Langstone
Harbour if any are intending to try nesting there this year. Apr 19 brought at least 8 into
the east Solent to be seen by John Norton off Stokes Bay.
31. Turtle Dove: After Trevor Carpenter's possible but unconfirmed bird in the Titchfield
area on Apr 2 we now have a definite report of one back in England on Apr 17 - but
sadly down on the shore of Rye Bay at Pett Level
32. Tawny Owl: I have always understood that all birds have to take a daily bath if they are
to keep their feathers in good condition but I have never thought of the implications of
this for birds living in very dry areas or for those that are nocturnal. I do know that Barn
Owls bathe regularly as I have heard that drowning in cattle water troughs is one of the
main causes of their mortality (along with road accidents) and a news item which I
have today put in the Other Wildlife category in connection with Frog mortality
suggests that one Tawny Owl was lucky to get away with its life when bathing in a
garden pond where it would normally have none of the problems of trying to get out of
a steep sided cattle water trough when the water level is low and your feathers have
become waterlogged and unable to give proper lift in a confined space. The owl in
question seems to have landed beside the pond and walked into the water in the dark,
not seeing that a strand of black cotton had been stretched around the pond in order to
deter Herons (when walking towards the water it would act as a trip wire on their legs,
and this is said to be an effective Heron deterrent), With the owl the cotton became
entangled all round its body and wings, and in the morning the owner of the pond was
confronted by a very bedraggled owl sitting in the pond and unable to move until
human help came along (I suspect that releasing it was easier than the similar task I
once had to do for a Grass Snake which had become totally entangled in stout netting

placed over a vegetable bed - I had to cut through many strands, some of them biting
into the snake's body, before it could move)
33. Swift: I have previously reported the first to reach this country (at Pagham Harbour on
Apr 11) and two reports dated Apr 15 (probably the same bird) over the Isle of Wight
and then over Farlington Marshes, but since then I have seen four more reports. On
Apr 16 two were seen together over St Catherine's Hill (near the southern point of the
IoW), one was over Milford on Sea across the water from the Needles and another was
over a golf course at Hassocks, inland from Brighton. Apr 17 brought another
Hampshire sighting to Ian Pibworth at the Testwood Lakes (head of Southampton
Water)
34. House Martin: Both Swallows and Sand Martins have been back at their nest sites for
some time and Apr 17 brought the first report of House Martins back around a house
where they are expected to nest in Balcombe village north of Haywards Heath in mid
Sussex. From Portland Bill came news that House Martin numbers were starting to
increase on Apr 15 and on Apr 16 Ian Julian reported 'many' around Tundry Pond to
the west of Fleet in north Hampshire.
35. Meadow Pipit: I am pleased to report that on Apr 19 I actually heard one singing quite
strongly at the Langstone South Moors - though with no opposition (and perhaps no
potential mate to be attracted) the bird was taking its task easy and singing from a
fence post.
36. Waxwing: I am beginning to wonder if the legacy of this winter's massive invasion of
Britain by these birds will be that a resident breeding population remains here. On Apr
14 there were still 250 in the Horsham area of Sussex (at Southwater). On Apr 16 there
were 45 in Basingstoke and 50 (eating Yew arils) in the Aldershot area. On Apr 17
there were more than 75 in the Fleet/Church Crookham area, among them a courting
pair (John Eyre wrote .. "They are beginning to pair. I watched two birds going through
bill-touching, crest-raising, wing-drooping and other displays. It's the first time I've seen
this behaviour in Hampshire! " and similar courtship was seen near Haywards Heath in
Sussex on Apr 12). Apr 18 brought more reports from Basingstoke where, on Apr 19,
the total present was estimated at 105 birds.
37. Nightingale: The first was back in Sussex on Mar 25 and they have been a regular
sound and sight at Pulborough Brooks since Mar 26, while they have been in
Hampshire since Apr 7 (Test Valley), and on Apr 19 even I heard one back at the
Marlpit Lane site west of Chichester between Funtington and Woodmancote. The
Marlpit Lane site is a huge area of gravel extraction with some sections in which the
work has finished and the ground has been restored with trees planted on it, but much
of the land still untouched (though covered with shards of plastic from continual clay
pigeon shooting). The bird I heard was sensibly in the northern section (just east of
Marlpit Lane) where the trees are now maturing and fenced in, preventing destruction
of the ground vegetation by deer and disturbance by humans
38. Greenland Wheatear: One of these was noted at Dungeness on Apr 13, two were at
Portland on Apr 16 and one was at Keyhaven Marshes on Apr 19 (no doubt others
have passed through un-noticed).
39. Mistle Thrush: Brian Fellows believes that he saw a juvenile out of the nest with one of
its parents at Emsworth on Apr 19
40. Grasshopper Warbler: Apr 16 brought four reports - single birds at Titchfield Haven
and on the IoW, plus 3 birds at Portland Bill and at least one in Christchurch Harbour

41. Lesser Whitethroat: George Spraggs is confident about the one he saw at the Kench
on Apr 16 - he says .."It was not a common whitethroat 100%. Ok I did not get great
views but it was acting very much like a lesser - skulking though the bushes giving the
dry tacking call. When it did fly to another bush it looked small dumpy and short’ish
tailed with a bouncy undulating flight and fast wing beats." On Apr 17 another was seen
by Cliff Dean at Pett Level on the Rye Bay shore and Apr 18 brought one to Dungeness
while on Apr 21 I heard one singing on Harting Down west of Midhurst.
42. Garden Warbler: After the anonymous report of one at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 7
there was a definite report of one at Titchfield Haven on Apr 11 but since then we have
had only one further report - of one in the Markwells Wood area (north west of Stansted
Forest) at Finchdean. Those three reports are in contrast to the 152 reports of
Blackcap so far this year!
43. Wood Warbler: The fourth report for the year comes on Apr 16 from woodland south
of the A27 just west of Arundel.
44. Chiff Chaff: Birders who have seen and heard the 'Chiff Chiff with the strange song' at
Longparish seem to have come to the conclusion that it either has a defective song
gene or is a bird hatched in an area of the continent which lies between the homelands
of two or more of the recognised races and thus has been brought up with a mixed
accent. It seems to be accepted that it is neither a pure Iberian Chiff Chaff nor a
standard 'collybita' - I suggest it be proposed as an addition to the British list under the
name Longparish Chiff Chaff (though I will not get myself into trouble by suggesting
that it is given a scientific name to associate it with the finder)
45. Willow Warbler: I share the impression which others have expressed that there are
more Willow Warblers about this year than in recent years. Maybe it is just that birds
arriving on the coast are hesitant to go on further north, but certainly a lot have arrived
recently. At Portland 200 arrived on the morning of Apr 15 and 300 on Apr 16 while at
Christchurch Harbour they estimated that at least 500 streamed through on Apr 16
46. Pied Flycatcher: The first report of one singing comes from Christchurch Harbour on
Apr 18
PLANTS
1. Greater Celandine: One of these was in flower at St Thomas' churchyard in Old
Bedhampton (Havant) on Apr 19
2. Medium-flowered Wintercress
: On Apr 19 I found a good show of this at the western carpark at Broadmarsh - on the
west side just where the wide carpark area narrows to a roadway.
3. Lesser Swinecress
: This was also starting to flower in the Broadmarsh area on Apr 19
4. Sycamore
: The first flowers I have seen were just opening on a tree at Bedhampton on Apr 19
5. Slender Speedwell
: I am not sure if this is becoming more common or if I am getting better at recognizing
it but I have recently found two new sites for it. One is in central Havant in St Faith's
churchyard - overhanging the top of the wall at the west end (just south of the Robin
Hood pub), The other is at the small west Broadmarsh carpark on its east side just
north of where you step onto the seawall path - close to the yellow Pot Marigolds.
6. Bugle

: This was flowering in Havant Thicket on Apr 18 (my first of year)
7. Ribwort Plantain
: Flowering for the first time in Havant on Apr 17
8. Elder
: Just one flowerhead with flowers open seen by me on Apr 19
9. Pendulous Sedge
: In flower by the Langbrook Stream on Apr 19
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
o

Duke of Burgundy

o

Green Veined White

o

Holly Blue

: Noar Hill produced the first of these for Ashley Whitlock on Apr 17
: Although Small Whites and Orange Tips are now reasonably common there
have only been two reports of Green-Veined White so far - the first sighting on
Apr 11 (already reported) and just one more seen at Noar Hill by Ashley
Whitlock on Apr 17.
: Apr 17 brought the first report of this species from Brook Meadow at Emsworth
( and of one in Dave Pearson's Winchester garden on the same day)

OTHER
1. Frog: I have recently passed on the opinion that the apparent decline in the Frog
population is perhaps partially attributable to the increase in Egrets prowling damp
places in search of whatever looks tasty to them. I now see that Martin Harvey (of
Hampshire Wildlife Trust though not for much longer) has seen a Buzzard drop from a
tree to seize and eat a Frog in Martin's garden pond on the edge of Harewood Forest
near Andover. Martin suggests that a Tawny Owl was also after Frogs, basing this on
finding an owl sitting bedraggled in the pond tangled in cotton which had been strung
around the pond to deter Herons from walking in. As no actual proof of the owl's
intentions is offered in evidence I would suggest that the more likely reason for visiting
the pond was to have a bath.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1704
Tue 19 Apr
A. Bedhampton, Broadmarsh and the Langbrook Stream
After leaving my car for its MoT at a garage near Bedhampton rail station I walked
through Old Bedhampton to the shore at Broadmarsh, back along the shore to the
Langstone South Moors and up the Langbrook stream into Havant.
Oxford Ragwort was in full flower by the rail track at Bedhampton and the first
Greater Celandine was in flower in St Thomas’ churchyard (though the Pellitory of
the Wall was not yet flowering). By the bridge over the railway in Mill Lane I saw my
first Sycamore flowers and down near the footbridge over the A27 just one flower
head was opening on an Elder bush (not far from it I saw Jews Ear fungus growing on
dead Elder).
In the small west carpark for Broadmarsh I found Medium-flowered Wintercress and
Slender Speedwell in flower and near the Broadmarsh slipway Storksbill and

Spotted Medick were in flower. On the earthbank near the old Havant incinerator site
where I thought I had found White Ramping Fumitory last winter the same plants were
still flourishing but all are now the standard pink of Common Fumitory - among them
was the first flowering Lesser Swine-cress for my year list.
Turning down the Brockhampton Stream a big patch of Hoary Cress was in flower with
two Small Whites flying in the same area and further downstream leaves were
appearing on the dreaded Japanese Knotweed.
Coming out on the Budds Farm shore I found a small flock of 19 Brent Geese, and
looking at the Budds Farm Pools from the foot of the steps (travellers are still
encamped at the top of the mound) I could see at least three Shelduck and one
Canada Goose (both will be breeding there). I could not see a Swan on the pools but
there was a singleton in the mouth of the Brockhampton stream.
On the South Moors the most obvious birds were at least 26 Crows but I did hear both
Skylark and Meadow Pipit song (the latter delivered from a fence post) and in the
Tamarisk pool a pair of Mallard and a pair of Canada Geese my be intending to nest
while the single Egret that was with them is unlikely to breed.
Turning up the Langbrook Stream I scanned the stream mouth and saw a pair of Med
Gulls (plus one immature Great Blackback and several Herring Gulls) among the 120+
Black-headed Gulls. Also here were four Oystercatchers and a pair of Swans with
one lone Brent.
Mon 18 Apr
A. Havant Thicket
A short walk in Havant Thicket did not find any sign of the Bitter Vetch which Richard
Carpenter has already seen in flower elsewhere but I did find my first Bugle flowers
and saw my first Grass Snake of the year. On Blendworth Common a male Stonechat
was perched on a gorse bush and when cutting ‘across country’ on the way back I
passed the almost complete skeleton of a Roe Deer (before seeing a Fox nearby).
Both Speckled Wood and female Brimstone butterflies were out but the sunshine
failed to show me a basking Adder in one of their favourite places.
Among birds I heard more Willow Warblers than usual and enjoyed strong Mistle
Thrush song, while the clear felling of a large area (around the Long Wood area)
promises to attract more Nightjar this summer before the area is re-planted in the
winter of 2006.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 11 - 17 (WEEK 15)
Sun 17 Apr

A. Hollybank Woods and Bedhampton
The weather was perfect for the walk around Hollybank Woods at Emsworth which the
‘Friends of Hollybank Woods’ had asked me to lead this morning with the main aim of
seeing the Early Purple Orchids.
We started off by exploring the tiny stream which runs down from the area south of Holly
Lodge (there was once a house there but after it caught fire it was demolished). In the

squidgy ground beside the stream there was a good show of Liverwort (I know nothing
about Bryophytes but the mats of dull green plants look similar to a photo of Pellia
endivifolia in my Collins Guide to Ferns, Mosses and Lichens of Britain and the
Hampshire Flora says this species is common along rivers and streams and in damp
places on basic soils).
While looking at the Liverwort we made two discoveries. One was of a small frog (last
year’s froglet?) which gave us a good show of jumping and breast stroke swimming. The
other was both more eye-catching and more unusual - a colony of a fungus called
Mitrula paludosa which grows on decaying leaves in very wet places and each of the
‘fruiting bodies’ stands a couple of centimetres high looking like a small Swan Vesta match
with a white ‘stick’ and a bright yellow ‘head’. This species is variously described as
‘occasional’ and ‘rare’ but the books agree that it can turn up almost anywhere in damp
ditches or places like this where the leaves are rotting in the water. I see that it is most
commonly found in May so it should persist at this site for a week or more if anyone wants
to see it.
Approaching Holly Lodge (from the west) we had a very persistent Goldcrest songster but
never saw it. Other birds hereabouts were a Kestrel speeding over the tree-tops, a
Blackcap singing strongly, a Bullfinch piping tentatively and a distant Green
Woodpecker plus the commoner birds which include at this time of year the very noisy
Nuthatch. Just outside the abandoned garden were compared Ground Ivy with Bugle the former is out everywhere but these are the first Bugle plants I have seen and are not
yet in flower. In the grass of the garden everyone enjoyed the pink stars of Storksbill
flowers and we compared the Whitlowgrass growing near it with the very common Hairy
Bittercress.
After following the north edge of the woods eastward through a lovely Bluebell area and
then through a less exciting conifer patch we came out on the newly made track leading
across the Emsworth Common Road into Southleigh Forest. On this track, in
semi-darkness, were two small clumps of pale green ground hugging plants with tiny white
flowers - my first Three-Veined Sandwort of the year.
We crossed the county boundary stream by walking down a gully cut by water with
Red-Currant plants growing in it, and on the far side we walked downstream to see a pile
of assorted bones showing were (long ago) a large Fallow Deer had died presumably after being hit by a car on the nearby road. Climbing up the slope east of the
stream we eventually found the ‘self sown’ Apple tree covered with pink flower buds
before turning south to go around the birch thicket which tops Long Copse Hill. At the
southern end of the thicket we stopped to enjoy the lovely Wild Cherry that was blown
down in the 1987 hurricane but lives on with its upward pointing branches having turned
into trees in their own right.
Moving on to view the derelict buildings of Sawmills Farm we failed to see the Jacobs
Sheep which had been suckling a lamb there last Friday but did see a really large Fox
with a glowing red coat searching for food. Turning south again I failed to remember to
show people the lovely Sulphur Polypore fungus which I had seen on a very dead fallen
tree trunk but we did see the delicate white flowers on an Alder Buckthorn tree whose
leaves will soon be providing food for the nest generation of Brimstone butterfly
caterpillars.
In the orchid area we came on at least two dozen Early Purple orchids showing the
colour of their flowers - several were in full flower - and while we could not see the Wood
Sorrel flowers which were there on Friday we did see one flower of Herb Robert.
Before we left the orchid area we saw the first of several Brimstone butterflies and as we
walked back up the slope of Long Copse Hill we saw a Speckled Wood chasing a
Comma butterfly out of its territory. Heading back we saw a first Peacock butterfly near
where a Crab Apple tree had a few flower buds. and back in Hampshire we had more

views of the four butterfly species I have mentioned (after the party had dispersed I added
Small White to the list in a garden on the corner of Oak Tree Drive). Back in the woods a
good view of a pair of Jays close to the Hollybank House boundary deserves a mention
As I got home before lunch was ready I cycled to deliver a note in Bedhampton and en
route passed my first Small Tortoiseshell butterfly (making six species for the day where
up to now this year I have only seen Brimstones and a Small White). Also seen on the way
(with a diversion to the Hermitage Stream passing the Bedhampton Water Works) were
my first Stream Water Crowfoot flowers and nearby my first Crosswort flowers. Coming
back along the north side of Solent Road (opposite Tesco) I added my first flowering
Black Mustard.

B. (Sun1704) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1304
BIRDS
1. Great Crested Grebe: There was further confirmation of the probable nest on the IBM
Lake at Portsmouth on Apr 12 when Kevin Stouse watched one of the two birds fly into
the reeds in the area where they are thought to have a nest
2. Cory's Shearwater: The first for the year went east close inshore past Dungeness on
Apr 15
3. Manx Shearwater: Passage is warming up with counts of 46 seen from Portland Bill
on Apr 13 and another 13 there next day
4. Mute Swan: On Apr 13 Richard Carpenter noted the start of a summer flock of
non-breeding birds at Hill Head Harbour (off Titchfield Haven) where 18 birds had
already assembled.
5. Black Swan: On Apr 14 I found the regular pair present on West Ashling pond (west of
Chichester) with no cygnets. On Apr 9 during the Portsmouth Harbour WeBS count
the Gosport Cockle Pond bird was not listed ..
6. Barnacle Goose: The seven Barnacles and the hybrid which make up the Baffins
Gang have not been seen at Titchfield Haven since Apr 6
7. Pale-bellied Brent: On Apr 11 John Shillitoe found one adult with two probable hybrid
juveniles still present at the Hayling Oysterbeds and on Apr 15 George Spraggs saw
what was probably the same group still there.
8. Shelduck: The Shelduck interest in the IBM Lake at Portsmouth is increasing. A
single bird has been there for about a month and is thought to have a mate on a nest
somewhere on the site, then on Apr 12 another three birds appeared on the Lake in
addition to the singleton. Interestingly, assuming there is a hidden sitting bird at IBM
then there would have been a total of 5 Shelduck there on Apr 12, and five is the total
recorded along the north shore of Portsmouth harbour during the Apr 9 WeBS count,
9. Green-winged Teal: Not of local interest but from Apr 1 to 14 there have been a string
of sightings of up to two drakes of this species on the pools around the River Stour east
of Canterbury in Kent and these reports are accompanied on the internet by photos
showing the white vertical bar which separates the breast from the flanks of this
species as a very prominent feature.
10. Mallard: The first brood of 16 ducklings to be seen at Titchfield Haven was recorded
on Apr 10
11. Pintail: Quite a few years ago, as a goodwill token from Hampshire's rubbish disposal
people, a small pool was created in the Paulsgrove rubbish tip area immediately below
the west side of the M275 just north of the Tipner bridge. It was intended to be some
minor compensation for the loss of the major wader roost which had existed north of

Horsea Island before the land had been reclaimed to build the M27 and incidentally to
make available land north of the motorway for IBM and south of the motorway for Port
Solent and the huge Paulsgrove rubbish tip. I have never heard of this pool attracting
many waders but it seems that this year it has attracted a Pintail which was there on
the March WeBS count and still there for the count on Apr 9
12. Garganey: On Apr 11 a drake turned up on a flooded field near the Keyhaven carpark
and it seems to have been still there on Apr 16 when one was reported by Ian Julian as
being in the Keyhaven area.
13. Hen Harrier: The two juvenile females which have been based at the Brading
Marshes RSPB reserve on the IoW this winter were still there on Apr 13 and at least
one was seen on Apr 16
14. Osprey: On Apr 13 one flew in off the sea at Shanklin, IoW, and what may have been
the same bird was later seen over Titchfield Haven. Another was seen perched on a
post in the Langstone Harbour Deeps area west of the Oysterbeds on Apr 14 and was
still using the same perch on Apr 16
15. Merlin: Although birds that have been wintering along our south coast seem to have
left by now some are still heading north over the Channel to give reports of one hunting
at Selsey Bill on Apr 12, another in Christchurch Harbour on Apr 13 with one at
Portland Bill on that day, and finally one seen to fly in from the south at Christchurch
Harbour on Apr 16.
16. Spotted Crake: One was seen in the Kent Stour valley east of Canterbury on Apr 12.
17. Avocet: Two were at the Farlington Marshes lake on Apr 15 - I think just passing.
18. Little Ringed Plover: Two were at Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire on Apr 16
19. Knot: Two were still off north Hayling on Apr 16
20. Whimbrel: The unmistakeable call of these birds could be heard from the
Warblington Farm fields as they flew east between Warblington and north Hayling on
Apr 16
21. Med Gull: Although there were at least 50 at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Apr 14
George Spraggs found 'few' there on Apr 15 and on Apr 16 could only see 5 birds have they abandoned thoughts of nesting there?
22. Arctic Tern: At Dungeness their 'first of the year' was recorded on Apr 6 and Apr 14
brought the first significant count of 21 passing there while on Apr 15 that count went
up to 78
23. Black Tern: Just one (first of the year for the south coast) was off Dungeness on Apr
14
24. Great Spotted Cuckoo: The bird which was first seen near Shoreham airport on Apr
3 ended its stay in that area when it flew strongly north from the Brooklands golf course
on Apr 9
25. Cuckoo: One was back on the Warblington farm fields when I carried out the CBC
there on Apr 16
26. Swift: Following the first of year bird flying in over Pagham Harbour on Apr 11,
Hampshire and the IoW seem to have shared records of the second arrival on Apr 15 seen over the Medina estuary near Cowes, and what was probably the same bird flew
over Farlington Marshes on the same day.
27. Yellow Wagtail: One of two birds in the Stour valley east of Canterbury on Apr 10
was 'blue headed'.

28. Waxwings: These birds seem reluctant to go back home and I see that 'courtship'
was seen among some of the 60 birds at Cuckfield in Sussex on Apr 12. The latest
reports are of 49 still at the Southampton Ordnance Survey offices on Apr 13, 45 birds
at the Tesco store at Chineham, Basingstoke, on Apr 15, and 50 birds still at Aldershot
on Apr 16 (eating Yew arils).
29. Whinchat: The first to arrive were seen on Apr 2 in Kent and Dorset with a Sussex
sighting on Apr 7 and there has been just one in Hampshire (at Hook/Warsash) on Apr
11.
30. Fieldfare: Just one was at Dungeness on Apr 13 - may be the last of the winter.
31. Song Thrush: Some are still on the move with a report of 13 'grounded' migrants at
Dungeness on Apr 15
32. Redwing: Possibly the last two of the winter were at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Apr 11.
33. Grasshopper Warbler: One was at Titchfield Haven on Apr 15. Out of 11 reports so
far this is seemingly only the second Hampshire record following the one at Eastleigh
Lakeside on Apr 12
34. Reed Warbler: My first was a single back at Warblington Farm on Apr 16 - so far I
have not heard of any at Langstone Pond
35. Lesser Whitethroat: George Spraggs reports the very first of the year anywhere as
being at the Kench on Apr 16 but he places it at the end of his list of sightings as if it
were of little interest so I wonder if it was actually a Common Whitetroat rather than a
Lesser though it is certainly time for Lessers to arrive.
36. Garden Warbler: Although there had been an unconfirmed report of one at
Pulborough Brooks on Apr 7 the definite first of the year comes from Titchfield Haven
on Apr 11 - so far these are the only two reports.
37. Iberian Chiff Chaff: The bird which Brian Rickwood heard at Longparish on Apr 9
was still there on Apr 15 when Peter Hutchins claims to have seen and heard it well
enough to convince him that it was the genuine Iberian species, but on Apr 14 the only
unusual bird which Mike Rafter could hear at that site did not convince him.
38. Firecrest: Although we in Hampshire would be shot at dawn (if not before) for
mentioning a Firecrest breeding site it seems there is more sanity in Sussex and
Bernie Forbes can get away with telling us that he has found 'another' Firecrest
territory in the large Selhurstpark Wood to the west of the Chichester to Petworth road
north of the Halnaker Windmill.
39. Tree Sparrow: Although these are now 'extinct' in Hampshire one was heard and
seen flying over Christchurch Harbour in Dorset on Apr 16 and several were in the
Brede Valley west of Rye in East Sussex on the same day.
40. Brambling: One Sussex birder living in Crowborough reports that he still has more
than 10 visiting his garden up to Apr 13
41. Yellowhammer: A male was present on Warblington Farm on Apr 16 so maybe there
will be at least one pair present this summer.
42. Escapees: Apr 14 brought a report of a Whistling Duck at Titchfield Haven and of a
Crimson Rosella in Hastings.
PLANTS
1. Stream Water Crowfoot: This was well into flowering at the Bedhampton Water
Works overflow channel into the Hermitage Stream when I was there on Apr 17
2. Black Mustard: Also well into flowering on the north side of Solent Road (across
fromTesco) in Havant on Apr 17

3. Three-veined Sandwort (Moehringia trivnerva): First flowers in Hollybank Woods
at Emsworth on Apr 17
4. Common Vetch: Although some was in flower on Portsdown on Feb 2 a string of
three reports on Apr 14,15 and 16 show that its new season has now started.
5. Bitter Vetch (Lathyrus linifolius): First found in flower by Richard Carpenter at
South Boarhunt on Apr 12 (so could now be found in Havant Thicket and Blendworth
Common)
6. Wild Cherry (Gean): First flowers found by Richard Carpenter at Lock's Heath west of
Fareham on Apr 10
7. Comfrey species: Found flowering along the Meon Canal Path on Apr 15 by Richard
Carpenter but he does not say if it was Common or Russian Comfrey
8. Ribwort Plantain: The first example of this common weed in flower was seen along
Solent Road in Havant on Apr 17.
9. Crosswort: Soon these plants will shine yellow in the sunshine but on Apr 17 I had to
use my binoculars to pick out individual open flowers on plants beside the Hermitage
Stream at Bedhampton
10. Southern Woodrush: This was flowering beside Hollybank Lane in Emsworth on Apr
15 but Richard Carpenter had found it first on Apr 12 at South Boarhunt north of
Fareham.
11. Common Sedge: Carex nigra was flowering in the damp SSSI field at Warblington on
Apr 16
INSECTS
1. Dragonflies:
•

Large Red Damselfly: The first dragonfly report for the year comes from Cliff Oakley
at Petersfield who had a Large Red Damsel in his garden on Apr 16

2. Butterflies:
•

Green-veined White: The only report of this species from anywhere so far is of two in
Theo Roberts' garden at the southern foot of Portsdown on Apr 11. I think this now
brings the number of butterfly species seen on the wing this year to 13 (including
reports of both Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady), and while several people have
been seeing half a dozen species or more in one outing my personal high score before
Apr 17 was just two species in any one day but I am now up to five species after a walk
in the Hollybank Woods on Apr 17.

3. Moths: Just one new species for the year in recent reports ...
•

Mullein Moth: One was taken by Pete Durnell at Normandy Farm, Lymington on Apr
13

4. Other insects:
•

Chequered Hoverfly (Melanostoma scalare): Richard Carpenter reports that a few
of these have been flying in his Hill Head, Gosport, garden since Apr 14

•

Honey Bee: This first appeared in Richard Carpenter's garden on Apr 10

•

Box Bug (Gonocerus acuteangulatus): This is a Shield Bug species originally
restricted to Box shrubs in Surrey but Richard Carpenter says it has recently spread
out over southern England and extended its diet allowing him to find one on the Meon
Canal Path alongside Titchfield Haven on Apr 15

OTHER
1. Fox: Fox dens will now be alive with cubs and the parents are out day and night
seeking sustenance for them. At the Portsmouth IBM site Kevin Stouse noted a
female Fox 'with large teats' hassling the Canada Geese there in broad daylight and on
Sunday I saw a very large and healthy adult seeking food in the sunshine near the
Hollybank Woods.
2. Dolphins: On Apr 15 a pod of eight Bottle-nosed Dolphins was close inshore off
Portland Bill while further out a group of perhaps 60 were thought to be Common
Dolphins
3. Hare: On Apr 12 Richard Carpenter saw one in a field at South Boarhunt, not far north
of the Fareham, and on Apr 14 I am pretty sure I saw one on the far side of a large field
near Sindles Farm at Aldsworth (but it was crouched motionless, not even raising an
ear to show a black tip!)
4. Pipistrelle Bat: Richard Carpenter says they started their summer eveing flights
around his Hill Head home near Gosport on the evening of Apr 9
5. Frog: At this time of year it is not unusual to see adult Frogs around their spawing
places but I was surprised, when by a tiny streamlet in the Hollybank Woods at
Emsworth on Apr 17, to see a tiny frog - probably just one year old.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed1304
Sat 16 Apr

A. Common Bird Census at Warblington
As Tony Gutteridge was away I spent this morning checking the birds on all the fields of
Warblington Farm - a pleasant task on a sunny morning but occupying a full five hours.
Both Cuckoo and Reed Warbler were back, just one of each, and I also had my first
Whimbrels on spring passage heading east along the shore. Other good birds on the land
were a male Yellow-hammer (a species that has virtually vanished from the farm,
dropping from 19 pairs in both 1977 and 78 to 1 pair in 2003 but none in 2002 and 2004)
and a pair of Linnets (hopefully we will have at least three pairs present soon) with one
Swallow seemingly back on territory.
A pair of Goldcrest, with the male singing, was a welcome sight in the churchyard yews,
and a pair of noisy Jays flew over the church looking colourful against the blue sky.
Several Willow Warblers, Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps were singing but most of them
were probably still passing through, though an aerial dog-fight between two Skylarks, with
a third bird - presumably a female - following the fight at a safe distance to see who won,
seemed to indicate that they were arguing over territorial and conjugal rights.
The first thing I did on arrival at 7am was to look for the Little Owl from the Church Lane
field gate, getting a good view of him perched at the top of a long scar on the right hand of
the two main trunks into which the oak tree divides close to the ground. Walking down the
tarmac part of Pook Lane immediately afterwards the owl had vanished before I got to a
point where I could see its perch from the road.
Another thing I was interested in was the Egrets, of which Tony Gutteridge has seen from
15 to 20 in a ‘flock’ on his previous visits. They were still in the field immediately east of
the Castle but I could only be sure of five (possibly six). Maybe they use this area as a
post-roost dispersal point, arriving there in a group from the Wade Court roost at first light,
then gradually dispersing during the morning (I did not get there until after 9am).
On the shore I could only see two Shelduck, a few Dunlin (10?), half a dozen Blackwits
and perhaps 20 Bar-wits plus three Oystercatchers - not to mention a good couple of
hundred Black-headed gulls.

Kingcups were flowering by the eastern stream and Garlic Mustard was coming out in
Pook Lane (where a couple of Lords and Ladies had their spathes unveiled) and in the
marshy SSSI Black and Glaucous Sedge were starting to flower with Cuckooflowers.
Slender Speedwell was out in a couple of places in the cemetery.
Fri 15 Apr

A. Hollybank Woods
As I have been asked to lead a walk for the Friends of Hollybank on Sunday I had a look
round today to see what might be of interest for them, discovering a large self-sown
ancient Apple tree on which masses of blossom was about to open - a total surprise to me
and maybe to them.
Before entering the woods from Hollybank Lane I had a look at some of the less well
tended gardens beside the road as these have several surviving relics of days when the
woodland spread all down the hillside where the houses and gardens now stand. Lesser
Periwinkle is one example and Cuckoo-flower and Wild Strawberry are others (all now
in flower). I also found Southern Woodrush, its narrower leaves distinguishing it from
Hairy Woodrush. While here I noted fresh flower heads on Rib-wort Plantain - they may
well be showing a ring of anthers by Sunday.
Just outside the gate into the woods Yellow Archangel is flowering but I think this is a
garden escape, and among it I noticed a Fern which I must have a closer look at on
Sunday (I wondered if it could be Narrow Buckler Fern).
Just outside the garden of Holly Lodge on the west side I saw my first two spikes of Bugle
- not yet in flower but developed enough to show the differences between it and the
Ground Ivy that is now abundant in flower. In the garden Common Storksbill was
flowering in the grass.
The Apple tree was east of the county boundary stream close to where a pile of large
bones is all that remains of one of the Fallow Deer which regularly die from road accidents
when crossing the Emsworth Common Road. Also in this area I saw a number of gauzy
winged insects in the air which I think were Longhorn moths of the sort that gather round
certain bushes at this time of year, the males indulging in a communal ‘dance’ which
seems to attract the females though the insects I saw were all flying aimlessly.
Before getting to the orchid site I found an old friend in the form of a Wild Cherry (Gean)
which blew down in the 1987 hurricane and has ever since lain flat on the ground but
showing a great display of white blossom at this time of year from those of its side
branches which were left pointing up - they now look like a row of separate mature trees
until you look at their bases and find they are growing from the old trunk, not their own
roots. Also flowering here was Alder Buckthorn.
Nearby I had a surprise when, near some abandoned farm buildings just outside the
wood, I saw what I at first thought was a Roe deer but which, when I looked through my
binoculars, turned out to be a Jacob’s Sheep suckling a lamb!
In the damp corner where the Early Purple orchids grow I was pleased to see several
already in flower (though there will be hundreds more flowering later). Two other pairs of
look-alike species may provide some interest here - one is the Dog Violets (Common
and Early), the other are the white flowers of Wood Anemones and Wood Sorrel.
Thu 14 Apr

A. West Ashling and Aldsworth Ponds
A sunny late afternoon invited me to check out the Marlpit Lane site near Funtington for an
early Nightingale - no luck there though Chiff Chaff, Willow Warbler and Blackcap were
all singing there. I then drove on past Hambrook House (which used to have the largest
rookery in Sussex) where I had the impression that a lot of trees had been cut down and

I could neither hear nor see any rooks - but this was a fleeting impression as I did not stop
to look. What I did see here was a great mass of flowering Ramsons on the roadside
before I reached West Ashling pond with the aim of checking if the Black Swans had had
a cygnet this winter. The Swans were there but no cygnet but the visit was not wasted as
above the water my first three Swallows of the year were circling, and on the water were a
pair of Little Grebe and one of Tufted Duck besides the Mallards, Coot and one
Aylesbury. Perhaps the best sight was of a Grey Wagtail flycatching around the edge of
the pond.
On my way home I stopped at Aldsworth Pond where the water level is already below the
lip of the overflow sluice, and where Canada Geese have displaced the nesting Swans. In
the hope of seeing something better I walked up the road towards Sindles Farm and came
on my first Whitethoat in the hedge. I also enjoyed the sight of a single huge clump of
flowering Kingcups. On the far side of the big field east of this road I think I could see a
Hare crouched motionless in its form. and further south on that side of the road I could see
some twenty active Rook nests. Where I parked on Aldsworth Common Road a Mistle
Thrush was singing loudly throughout the visit.
Earlier in the day I had paid a quick visit to Church Lane at Warblington and found
roadside flowers on both Common Vetch and Red Clover.
Wed 13 Apr

A. (Wed 1304) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1004
BIRDS
1. Red-necked Grebe: Maybe the bird which spent the latter part of the winter off the
mouth of Chichester Harbour, and which was last seen off Selsey on Mar 26, has been
slowly paddling east along the channel and was the bird, now in full summer plumage,
seen only 10 metres offshore at Bexhill on Apr 11.
2. Slavonian Grebe: The last sighting in the west Solent was of two that were still off the
Normandy Marshes at Lymington on Apr 2, while in the east Solent one was off
Titchfield Haven on Apr 8.
3. Manx Shearwater: 14 were seen off Portland Bill on Apr 10 (there had been 20 there
on Apr 6) but the only sightings east of Portland so far have been of just singles at
Dungeness.
4. Mute Swan: A pair is once again nesting at the Little Deeps on Thorney Island, seen
there on Apr 12 though they probably settled down much earlier as this pair is
traditionally one of the first to hatch their brood in recent years.
5. Canada Goose: When I was at the Portsmouth IBM Lake on Apr 9 I could only find
two nests with sitting birds though I suspected there were two others but a couple of
days later (Apr 11) Kevin Stouse was able to report five nests there (and that probably
did not include one that I saw well hidden on the outer of the two islands)
6. Brent Goose: Although a few stragglers are still to be seen along the coast it is now
clear that Apr 3 was last day of mass departures with counts of 177 passing Stokes
Bay (Gosport), 751 at Selsey Bill, 1100 at Seaford and 1082 at Dungeness. Smaller
groups still being seen on Apr 9, 10 and 11 were of 19 in Christchurch Harbour and 14
at Fishbourne, IoW (both on Apr 9); 12 at Hythe on Southampton Water on Apr 10: 16
at Christchurch, 13 at Keyhaven and 11 off the Langstone South Moors on Apr 11. An
interesting sighting on Apr 9 was made by Brian Fellows on the Warblington shore east
of Langstone - he found a single juvenile apparently left behind by its family. Maybe it
was sick or injured but Brian saw no sign of either.

7. Shelduck: These nest in strange places - I have in past found a pair using a cavity
under the roots of a fallen tree near the foot of the Downs at Kingley Vale (a good 3 km
from the nearest water at Bosham, Chichester Harbour, and with an electrified railway
and the busy A27 road to be negotiated by any ducklings which need to get to the
water on foot) - but I was surprised to see that 9 adults have been prospecting for nest
holes in the cliff face of the West High Down on the Isle of Wight on Apr 9
8. Pintail: A few Wigeon and Teal often stay with us for the summer and may attempt to
breed in Hampshire but Pintail do so more infrequently. Three still at Keyhaven on Apr
11 might stay on as the great majority have now left (last report of passage was of 27
passing Dungeness on Apr 2)
9. Garganey: A male was seen at Keyhaven on Apr 9 and was seemingly still there on
Apr 11 (on a flooded field near the Keyhaven carpark).
10. Pochard: A very few of these do breed in Hampshire and a report of more than one
on Alresford Pond (near the source of the Itchen) on Apr 9 could indicate that they are
planning to stay and breed here.
11. Eider: No sign of these abandoning us this summer - on Apr 10 there were stll 79 off
Lymington and on Apr 12 a total of 53 landed on the sea off Titchfield (maybe part of
the same flock which is mobile around the Solent area).
12. Long-tailed Duck: Steve Mansfield had an interesting sighting of a group of four
flying east through the Solent when he was on Hurst Beach on Apr 11
13. Common Scoter: Numbers are now greatly reduced since a mass exodus of Apr 3
(when well over 2000 went past Seaford and 3650 were logged passing Dungeness)
but one was off the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Apr 10 and a pair were seen in
Southampton Water that day with the male displaying to the female. On Apr 12 Trevor
Carpenter saw 4 on the sea off Titchfield Haven.
14. Ruddy Duck: No sign of these becoming extinct yet as a result of the longstanding
government 'shoot to kill' orders. Nine were seen on Alresford Pond on Apr 9, three of
them being females.
15. Eagle species: An unidentified raptor seen by Trevor Carpenter in the Preshaw area
north of Bishops Waltham on Apr 10 was too high to make out much detail but Trevor
estimates that the bird was at least 25% larger than a Buzzard. I have noted it in my
database as being an Aquila species .... Whatever it was the strangely named location
over which it was seen caused some amusement when Trevor wrote that he had seen
"an Eagle drifting north over Betty Mundy's Bottom"
16. Osprey: One seems to have made an overnight stay at Broadlands lake at Romsey
on Apr 9/10. Apr 11 brought three reports of Ospreys going north over the Lakeside
country park at Eastleigh, over Luccombe Down near Ventnor on the IoW, and over
Portland Bill. Apr 12 brought reports from Lymington and from the River Avon at
Salisbury.
17. Merlin: We are fast approaching the end of our winter season for Merlins here on the
coast but two were seen on Apr 9 at Christchurch in Dorset and Dungeness in Kent,
while on Apr 11 one was seen at Pagham Harbour.
18. Hobby: I have now seen six reports of these, the latest being on Apr 10 (one over the
River Test at Totton, the other over Ambersham Common near Midhurst) and on Apr
11 (at Dungeness).
19. Saker Falcon: An unwelcome falconer's escapee, said to be a probable Saker, was
seen at Portland Bill on Apr 12
20. Lapwing: The few birds that still breed along the south coast have two major
problems to contend with. One is changes in agricultural practice which mean that the

birds cannot rely on their environment remaining suitable for incubating eggs and
rearing chicks even for the month of so that that takes (grassland is cut for silage while
the birds are still sitting and arable land is now tilled and sown for strange new crops at
strange new times, let alone the chemical treatment of growing crops). The other is a
significant increase in ground predators, mainly foxes, which wander brazenly over the
nesting fields in broad daylight with little fear of persecution by farmers whose work is
now down impersonally by agricultural contractors. Habitat may be kept suitable on
nature reserves such as Farlington Marshes, but these reserves usually encourage
free access to predators (as much as they restrict access to naturalists who are not on
the payroll of the relevant conservation organisation). These comments are provoked
by Barry Yates, warden at Rye Harbour, who states that the only way to give Lapwings
a chance to breed successfully is to surround the nesting area with electric fencing (do
I sense a new appeal for money from the conservation organisations about to hit us)
21. Little Stint: Two turned up in Christchurch Harbour on Apr 1 and one was at Hythe on
Southampton Water on Apr 10
22. Jack Snipe: Both one of these and a Ruff were at the Lower Test Marshes on Apr 9
23. Black-tailed Godwit: Still numerous. On Apr 9 a flock of around 250 were engaged
in a 'feeding frenzy' on the narrow belt of mud left by the rising tide off Langstone
village - at a guess these were birds on passage northwards from further south which
had only recently dropped in and were busily 're-filling their tanks' before moving on (at
least 70 birds were still there next day, but there is no proof that they were part of the
same flock).
24. Bar-tailed Godwit: Unlike the Black-wits which seem to take the most direct overland
route north towards Iceland, the Bar-tails are one of the more obvious components of
eastward coastal movement in April. This year the first passage birds seem to have
been a flock of 55 passing Portland Bill on Mar 23, followed by 40 going east round St
Catherine's Point on the IoW on Mar 26. We now have the first local report from Trevor
Carpenter of a small group of 19 passing Hill Head (Titchfield Haven) on Apr 12 and I
expect we will soon be hearing regular reports of bigger flocks from all along the coast.
25. Whimbrel: These have also been on the move since one arrived at Portland on Mar
28 but so far the biggest group has only been 4 birds passing Seaford on Apr 2. On
Apr 10, when searching for a Hoopoe on the Cams Hall golf course beside Fareham
Creek, George Spraggs noted more that 3 Whimbrel there, possibly an indication that
some of them coming through the west Solent on a north easterly heading do not make
the 90 degree turn to the right required to follow the coast past Portsmouth and out to
Selsey Bill but instead continue north east over Hill Head and Fareham Creek (maybe
holding that course until they come out in the Thames estuary, thus saving many extra
miles that would be required to go all round the coast of Sussex and Kent). This is not
just a wild guess on my part as I think it is generally accepted that quite a few passage
birds of various species use this short-cut.
26. Spotted Redshank: Marcus Ward tells us that the group of 5 that have been on the
Normandy Marshes south of Lymington were still there on Apr 10 and on Apr 9
Stephen Piggott remarked that 4 which he saw there were nearing summer black
plumage, while on Apr 11 Steve Mansfield found one at Keyhaven still in winter
plumage so maybe there are at least six in that area. There are also at least four
Greenshank currently on the Lymington marshes.
27. Green Sandpiper: These are now probably on the move - at any rate the number of
reports of them has increased with one at Alresford Pond and two at the Lower Test on
Apr 9, plus one at Budds Farm on Apr 10 and two at Rye Harbour on Apr 12.
28. Common Sandpiper: The first migrant seems to have been at Portland on Apr 3 with
a second near Lewes on Apr 5 and another single at the Lower Test on Apr 9. An

indication of the first real wave of arrivals is in three sightings on Apr 10 of singles at
the Testwood Lakes, Fareham Creek and on the River Test between the M27 and
Romsey. A fourth sighting, also at the Testwood Lakes, may or may not have been of
different bird.
29. Glaucous Gull: One flew past Portland Bill on Apr 10 and earned a 'front page photo'
on the Portland website - in fact the website has three excellent photos but the
accompanying text does not commit itself to an age for the bird (a subject about which
I know nothing!). All I can say is that the bill tip is still black, the head and neck are
almost pure white while the rest of the body is closely mottled with sandy flecking as is
much of the wing surface other than the primaries which are white. Looking at the
Collins Guide this would make it at least a third year bird, and definitely not an adult.
As the bird seen in Sussex recently by Great Spotted Cuckoo watchers was described
as a first summer bird this must be a different individual.
30. Arctic Tern: The first definite claim for this species for the year comes from
Dungeness on Apr 6 - just a single report of a single bird so far.
31. Little Tern: On Apr 11 when I visited the Hayling Oysterbeds John Shillitoe said he
had not yet seen one back there but had heard of at least one in Langstone Harbour. I
have seen no report from the harbour so far but have nine reports from elsewhere in
my database. The earliest date is for four birds seen at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 1
and the only ones reported in Hampshire are one off Lepe on Apr 7 and three in the
Lymington area on Apr 10. Others had got as far east as Rye on Apr 6 and Dungeness
on Apr 7.
32. Puffin: I have already reported one at Portland on Apr 3 and can now add a report of
two seen at Dungeness that day.
33. Cockatiel: The escaped Cockatiel season opened on Apr 11 with one in Christchurch
Harbour.
34. Little Owl: I have at last broken my duck with a glimpse of the Warblington Old
Rectory bird flying north from the tree on which Tony Gutteridge has seen it twice
recently - it’s worth a try for any locals but beware that it is likely to spot you and make
its getaway before you see it if, like me, you rush up to the roadside close to its chosen
tree and suddenly stop to search for it! Until the leaves obscure the tree the best
viewpoint is the field gate on the west side of Church Lane immediately north of the
turning into the road heading west to Pook Lane proper.
35. SWIFT: First of the year flew in off the sea at Church Norton (Pagham Harbour) on
Apr 11, seen by Tony Deleiros.
36. Hoopoe: Two more sightings - one flew from scrub onto the Cams Hall golf course
(alongside Fareham Creek) while Dennis Bill was there carrying out the WeBS count
on Apr 9 and another was seen at Portland on Apr 11. As usual there have been no
further reported sightings at these locations.
37. Sand Martin: On Apr 10 during Ian Pibworth's dawn to dusk vigil at the Testwood
Lakes (Southampton) he noticed 5 flying over during the morning but at dusk a flock of
200 gathered to roost there - this sort of reed bed roost is common in the autumn but I
think this is the first time I have heard of it being recorded during spring passage. Also
on Apr 10 at least three pairs arrived back at their traditional nest cliff at Becton Bunny
(coast between Keyhaven and Christchurch) to find that a cliff fall had erased all
previous nest holes - I think this is not an uncommon disaster facing this species, and
these six birds immediately set about starting to excavate new holes at the old site.
38. Swallow: In my last bulletin I passed on news of two Swallows perched on wires at
the Chichester Lakes, giving the impression that they had reached their journey's end
and were back on territory, and on Apr 10 Ali Downs saw a pair flying around a barn at

Lasham (between Alton and Basingstoke) looking as if they too were back home.
Many more have still to arrive and on Apr 11 Swallows were said to be coming in over
Portland at the rate of 400 an hour around the middle of that day.
39. House Martin: These have definitely not started to arrive in any numbers - in the
latest bach of reports I have just one of a single bird over Alresford Pond on Apr 9 and,
on Apr 11, of a few arriving at Portland and just 2 flying in off the sea at Pagham
Harbour.
40. Yellow Wagtail: Still no major arrival - the biggest count in recent reports is of a
dozen at Rye Harbour on Apr 10 but it was not until Apr 11 that Dungeness reported
their first of the year - a single bird. So far Hampshire has had only two birds - one at
Lymington on Mar 31 and another at the Eastleigh Lakeside site on Apr 11.
41. Waxwings: Still with us (more than 60 still in the Aldershot area on Apr 12 and others
in Southampton and at Alton) but a new twist to the story is that some flocks have
abandoned the town centre locations where they have been attracted by berries on
planted shrubs and have moved into the natural surroundings of the New Forest where
they may be feeding on fresh oak tree leaf/flower buds. One report of more than ten
birds came from the Shatterford area near Beaulieu Road station and the other, of at
least 20 birds, came from the Millyford Bridge area west of Lyndhurst (where the road
from Lyndhurst to Bolderwood crosses the Highland Water) - both sightings were on
Apr 9.
42. Nightingale: Of the ten reports so far this year (the first was on Mar 25) only three
have been in Hampshire (at Romsey on Apr 7, Botley Woods on Apr 10 and
Hook/Warsash on Apr 11) Brian Fellows has been once to our local site for them
(Marlpit Lane near Funtington) but had no luck.
43. Common Redstart: A report to encourage garden birdwatchers is of a smart male
Redstart landing on the bird table in Andy Horton's town garden at Shoreham - it did
not stay long.
44. Whinchat: The first to arrive this year was at Portland on Apr 2, followed by one at
Pulborough Brooks on Apr 7, but it was not until Apr 11 that a third arrived to be first at
Dungeness RSPB reserve.
45. Greenland Wheatear: Although I have seen no claim to a first sighting of one of
these the Portland website carries a picture of one there, presumably taken on Apr 10.
46. Redwing: Just one was seen at Bolderwood in the New Forest on Apr 10 - maybe the
last?
47. Fieldfare: I have not heard of any since a single at Portland on Apr 2
48. Cetti's Warbler: When I was at the IBM Lake (Portsmouth) on Apr 9 I twice thought I
heard a brief snatch of song from one but despite standing around for some time I
could not be sure so I am glad to see that Kevin Stouse definitely heard one there on
Apr 11
49. Grasshopper Warbler: I have already reported the first batch of these arriving on Apr
4. No more news of them until one was again at Portland on Apr 10 followed by four at
Christchurch Harbour on Apr 11 and a single at the Eastleigh Lakeside site on Apr 12
(heard there both early morning and late evening)
50. Sedge Warbler: A first local bird was heard at Thorney Island by Brian Fellows on
Apr 12 (but probably arriving there much earlier than the Reed Warbler which Brian
heard at Peter Pond in Emsworth on Apr 10)
51. Common Whitethroat: The first to be reported in Hampshire was at the Lymington
Marshes on Oct 11, nine days after the first arrived in Christchurch Harbour on Apr 2.

52. Wood Warbler: On Apr 9 one was heard singing at the Lymington Marshes and
another was seen well in the New Forest (Bratley Wood - just west of the Bolderwood
Deer Sanctuary), but I have just seen that the first was heard singing in Christchurch
Harbour on Apr 1. These three are the only reports I know of so far.
53. Chiff Chaff: A major arrival on Apr 12 brought some 50 Chiff Chaffs to Portland but
these were a minor component of the wave of arriving birds which included some 800
Willow Warblers and 100 Wheatears plus 15 Blackcaps, 8 Redstarts and a single
Goldcrest. These were brought down to the ground by heavy cloud at dawn goodness knows how many more flew on!
54. Iberian Chiff Chaff?: Chiff Chaff is also in the news on account of the song of one
heard on Apr 9 by Brian Rickwood and Tony Polley at Longparish by the River Test
near Andover. Brian wrote .. "We heard an unusual Chiffchaff song this morning at the
Cleeves, Longparish. The normal chiff chaff song, then ending like a Chaffinch. On
checking the Warblers of Britain & Europe tape it is definitely like the Iberian Chiffchaff
(Phylloscopus brehmii), which is described as a `rattle`. I`m not familiar with this
sub-species, I.D. wise. We are 100% certain that the song was the same as the one we
heard on tape, i.e. Phylloscopus brehmii. This was repeated in full each time, not just
now and again. I have heard odd / aberrant chiff songs before, but none as distinct as
this. Quite clearly something different." Not being a serious birder myself I do not have
a copy of BWP or other such weighty tomes, and the nearest I can get to this name
(which Brian reports as in the format of a full species name, though he then refers to it
as a sub-species) is the phrase in my old Popular Handbook which ends with the
words .. "other races occur in Spain, Portugal, the Canaries and in parts of Asia" Peter
Hutchins, who went to look for it but failed to track it down, refers to it as an 'Iberian
Chiff Chaff' and I have seen a reference to an 'ibericus' sub-species but once again the
taxonomists (forever changing names) and global warming (bringing 'illegal
immigrants' to our shores) have defeated me!
55. Brambling: Maybe the last of this winter were a 'few' seen in Bolderwood (New
Forest) by Paul Matthews on Apr 12 - this is the site where a hundred of them were
singing on Apr 2.
56. Goldfinch: Along with the hundreds of Linnets recently streaming into England from
the south it seems that we are now having a smaller invasion of Goldfinch with reports
of them heading north over our south coast at Hastings, Portland Bill, the Needles area
on IoW and up the Test Valley on Apr 9, 10 and 11. Still no news of any serious
numbers of Siskin...
57. Reed Bunting: Apr 10 brought a pair to each of Peter Pond at Emsworth and the
Testwood Lakes at Totton, and on Apr 11 one arrived at the IBM Lake for the first time
this year.
PLANTS
1. Field Horsetail: Many fertile spikes could be seen in the damp grassland at
Emsworth's Brook Meadow on Apr 10
2. Goldilocks Buttercup: Although Richard Carpenter had seen these in flower at
Kilmeston near Alresford on Apr 5 it was still a pleasure to find my own on Apr 12 at a
traditional site in Pyle Lane south of Horndean.
3. Stinking Hellebore: In my last bulletin I said that Green Hellebore had been found
beside Woodberry Lane in Southleigh Forest - in fact the plants there are Stinking
Hellebore with the purple rim to the green flowers.
4. Cuckoo Flower (aka Milkmaids): This had started flowering at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Apr 12

5. Lesser Stitchwort: First report of this for the year also comes from Brook Meadow
where it was flowering on Apr 12. I will double check the identity of this plant as it does
not normally flower until May and last year the first I heard of was not until June 2
(maybe it was a puny specimen of Greater Stitchwort?)
6. Dove's Foot Cranesbill: Some specimens of this survived through the winter until
mid-February but a plant which I found on Apr 12 was the first of a new season
7. White Willow: Brian Fellows adds this to the flowering list with one bearing catkins at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Apr 10
8. Wild Parsnip: On Apr 11 I was surprised to find the bright yellow flowers of this
umbellifer on the thin soil of the old Hayling Billy rail track (north pier of the bridge to
Hayling)
9. Water Forget-me-not: Another first for Brook Meadow at Emsoworth where it was
flowering on Apr 10
10. Field Forget-me-not: Although the garden escape version of this (or more accurately
Wood Forget-me-not) has been flowering for some time I saw my first genuine wild
flowers on small plants at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Apr 11
11. Early Forget-me-not: Although I had seen this in flower near the Hayling Ferry as
early as Mar 20 it was a pleasure to find it once more covering a good patch of ground
on the earth mound east of the Hayling Oysterbeds lagoon on Apr 11
12. Cleavers: The tiny white star shaped flowers of this omni-present weed were out in
the Havant East Pallant on Apr 13.
13. Ramsons: Wild Garlic plants were in flower in Inholmes Wood north of Walderton
when the Havant Wildlife Group were there on Apr 9 (and I have since seen a mass of
them lining the roadside between Hambrook and East Ashling on Apr 14)
14. Hairy Woodrush: Flowering in The Holt woodland between Rowlands Castle and
Horndean on Apr 12
15. Wood Sedge: Also flowering in The Holt on Apr 12
16. Hairy Sedge: Flowering in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on Apr 12
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
•

Large White: The third report for the year came from Portland Bill on Apr 11 after a
first at Farnham in Surrey on Mar 19 and a second at Basingstoke on Apr 1

•

Small White: There have been 18 reports of this species since the first was seen on
Hayling Island on Mar 18 (Even I have seen one at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Apr 11).
No reports yet, however, of Green-veined White which normally appears around the
same time as the other two common Whites

•

Orange Tip: A resonable number of these have been reported since the first was seen
on Apr 1 - I now have records of eleven sightings up Apr 11, including one seen by the
Havant Wildlife Group in Inhomes Wood between Walderton and East Marden on Apr
9, and one seen on Portsdown on Apr 10 (the second there as one had been seen on
Apr 3)

•

Green Hairstreak: Two reports both seen on Apr 10 - one on Portsdown and one on
the northern slopes of Butser Hill,

•

Holly Blue: 17 sightings now in my database, 8 of them seen on Apr 10 and 11 at a
wide variety of sites.

•

Small Tortoiseshell: Brook Meadow at Emsworth has always been a good site for
these and there were four seen there on both Apr 3 and 10 (just one of the factors
causing the meadow to be proposed by Havant Borough as its second Local Nature
Reserve, the first being the Hayling Oysterbeds).

•

Peacock: Three of these were also seen at Brook Meadow on Apr 10. There seems
to be no shortage of these this year with 59 reports since Mar 14

•

Comma: The most frequently seen species so far this year with 69 reports including
two from Brook Meadow.

•

Speckled Wood: Still few reports (just 15 that I know of) but they include sightings on
Portsdown and at Bedhampton in Havant (both on Apr 10)

2. Moths: The following new species are now on my year list...
•

Brimstone Moth: One at Eastleigh on Apr 11

•

Waved Umber: Also at Eastleigh on Apr 10

•

Swallow Prominent: One at Sherborne St John (Basingstoke) on Apr 11

•

Muslin Moth: At Eastleigh on Apr 10

•

Bright-line Brown-eye: One at Winchester on Apr 10

•

Mompha subbistrigella: One found dead on a windowsill in Farnham, Surrey on Apr
9

•

Tinea trinotella: The larvae of this moth feed on detritus in bird's nests and a
specimen which emerged on Apr 12 at Greywell in north Hampshire did so after Paul
Boswell had put a Wren's nest into a plastic bag to speed up the pupation of any moths
by raising the temperature of the nest.
OTHER

1. Fallow Deer: In a walk through Inholmes Wood from Stoughton towards East Marden
on Apr 9 the Havant Wildlife Group came on two bunches of deer - six bucks in one
bunch (including a youngster with no antlers) and five does in the other (including one
pure white animal). The young buck should start to grown his first set of antlers in May
while the other bucks are dropping theirs but they will soon grow a new set that will, by
August, be much more impressive than the youngster's Roebuck like straight spikes.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1004
Tue 12 Apr

A. Southleigh Forest and The Holt
Intrigued by a report of Green Hellebore flowering in Southleigh Forest alongside
Woodberry Lane (which runs from Rowlands Castle towards Emsworth along the eastern
edge of the Forest) I took a bike ride there, going via Denvilles and the Hollybank Woods.
Before setting out I had watched a couple of House Sparrows in my garden gathering
nest material and flying up to the eaves with it - I hope they are successful though I must
admit that last year I did my best to block of the larger gaps through which Starlings were
entering to nest (and to smear the windows below with their droppings)
In Denvilles I took a short cut via the end of Swallow Close and here saw Dove’s Foot
Cranesbill in flower along with a very impessive bank of Greater Stitchwort side by side
with an even larger bank of Celandines in full flower (plus a healthy plant of Cow
Parsley). Nothing more of special interest until I reached Hollybank Woods where there
was plenty of bird song and a lot of noise from Nuthatches and from gulls over the
rubbish tip - one minor thing that I noticed was the leaves of Broad Buckler ferns were

freshly spread (and that the less welcome Bracken stems were standing high surmounted
by ‘clenched fists’ which will soon open to exclude light from the woodland floor).
Crossing the Emsworth Common Road and following the bridle path through the northern
part of Southleigh Forest (of which the Hollybank Woods are properly speaking the
southern part) I reached Woodberry Lane and turned left towards Rowlands Castle, soon
finding the Hellebore where I expected it - just inside a main gate into the woodland where
I expect it had arrived through the air from a vehicle stopping in the gateway to dispose of
garden waste! As I had half-expected it was not Green Hellebore but a lovely example of
the Stinking Hellebore in full flower with the distinctive purple banding around the tips of
its petals. Also flowering in the woodland around here were Wood Anemones,
Primroses, Common Dog Violets and Wood Spurge.
In the afternoon I had to take some rubbish to the tip in the Broadmarsh area and instead of
going straight home I drove up the A3M to the Horndean junction, taking the road home
through the Havant Thicket area but turning off into Pyle Lane to add a couple of botanic
ticks to my year list. I parked in a gateway, well clear of any traffic that might wish to use
it, but as I got out of the car I realised that I was a prime criminal suspect through my
innocent action. There staring at me was a poster saying ‘No Fly-tipping - we are
watching you’ and there on the ground in front of the gate was a dumped car engine what’s more my car had obviously just been carrying a load of rubbish and still had a
porter’s truck in the back which I had used to lift a really bulky old TV to its resting place.
I decided to risk arrest and left the car there while I walked down the lane and found the
lovely display of Goldilocks Buttercups, Moschatel and other lane bank flowers that I
had expected, and I risked going further into the north end of The Holt woodland along the
public path leading through the wood to Rowlands Castle. Inside the wood I found that a
huge swathe of trees had been clear felled since I was last there, and the light had greatly
enhanced the show of flowers though it was not just a consequence of the extra light that
I found both Wood Sedge and Hairy Woodrush on flower.
As a few tall trees had been left in the otherwise clear area my thoughts immediately
turned to the possibility of Tree Pipits soon arriving there, and a little later maybe
Nightjars - we shall see. Going off the official path here into an area where in the past
there has been a big colony of Early Purple Orchids I found that I was once again
threatened with summary arrest for trespass as a pheasant rearing pen has been built in
the orchid area (there was nothing there last time I came here) but I escaped without
argument and came away with the sight of just one Early Purple standing erect and
showing the colour of its still tightly closed flowers - many other leaves held promise
of more orchids to come.
Mon 11 Apr

A. Hayling and Langstone
After delivering some posters to south Hayling I stopped off at the Hayling Oysterbeds on
the way home and found John Shillitoe enjoying his duties as warden in warm sunlight (I
probably won’t be there when he is still doing his duty in pouring rain and chill winds).
John had heard that Little Terns had already been seen in Langstone Harbour but none
showed up while I was there though the Med Gulls were giving great views.
On the earth mound overlooking the lagoon the display of Early Forget-me-nots was
once again there for those who look at the ground and there were a few leaves of the Milk
Thistles to be seen but the best tick I recorded here was my first Small White butterfly
cruising past. Earlier in the day I had already seen two male Brimstones passing my
garden in Havant and seen another as we were driving in south Hayling.
Later in the day I deviated from my Monday poster round to cycle out on the north pier of
the old rail bridge and was surprised to find two plants of Wild Parsnip already showing
their bright yellow flowers. Less surprising was the sight of 11 Brent around the mouth of

the Langbrook stream. Passing Langstone Mill Pond I saw the Swan on her nest and also
heard the Cetti’s warbler which seems to be resident there again this year.
Looking east over the almost empty shore and water my eye caught sight of what looked
like one of those New Zealand Swans with a pure white body and a jet black neck, but I
was too far away to be sure what it was so I speedily cycled towards it and stopped at the
end of Pook Lane where I should be quite close to it but when I looked there was no sign of
it. Exactly the same chain of events had happened to me here earlier in the year when,
looking from Langstone Mill, I thought I saw a female Goosander off Pook Lane but could
not see it when I got there (later I heard that one had been seen by others so I was
probably not mistaken). In this case the only likely bird to fit what I saw was a male
Goosander so I am now waiting for that confirmatory report (somehow I do not expect it).
Having come so far I went home up Pook Lane and in so doing I actually saw the Little
Owl which seems to have territory east of the Old Rectory - I had a clear view of it flying
away so it must have seen me first!
Also en route home I found the number of flowers on the Shining Cranesbill at Norris
Gardens had increased, as had the flowers on the Slender Speedwell in Shawford Road.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR APR 4 - 10 (WEEK 14)
Sun 10 Apr

C. Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
43. Divers: A Red-throated was off Titchfield Haven on Apr 8 and a single
Black-throated went past Selsey on Apr 3 and another past St Catherine's Point on
Apr 5
44. Great Crested Grebe: On Apr 9 I saw both birds of the supposed pair on the IBM
Lake - they were both close to each other at the west end of the lake where they have
nested in the past but they were showing no interest in each other when I saw them
though one was visible only for a short time (taking a break from nest duties?) while the
other clearly had nothing better to do than to cruise up and down the lake all day.
45. Slavonian Grebe: One was seen on the sea off Titchfield Haven on Apr 8 by Dominic
Cousins
46. Black-necked Grebe: One in summer plumage was on the sea off Christchurch
Harbour on Apr 6 but the only other one reported this month is the one on the Pagham
Long Pool (last mentioned on Apr 5). Although this bird is sitting where it was put on
release from Brent Lodge bird hospital, and did not arrive there of its own volition, we
have been assured that the unwritten rules concerning what a birder can lawfully tick
allow him to include this one on his list because it was once a wild bird but this week I
have learnt that other rules debar you from ticking a genuinely wild bird which has had
the bad luck to fly into a mist net and is briefly in captivity before being released. (This
has come up in a discussion of whether birders visiting the Portland Bird Observatory
can tick a Blackcap while it is being held in a ringer's hand - the answer is no - they
have to wait until it has been released from the hand and is flying freely again, a
difference of milleseconds!)
47. Fulmar: 27 of these flew west past Hengistbury Head (Christchurch Harbour) on Apr 6
and another 8 went west on Apr 7. This is just one of the many species that would
normally be flying east up channel at this time of year but for some reason they all

seem to have headed west on those two days when there was a very strong south
west wind. Was this an example of the tendency for many migrant birds to fly into the
wind almost regardless of direction? (you can see this with Swallows in the autumn
when they fly south and reach the coast - they seem to know they have to turn at 90
degrees to follow the coast but seem to have little idea of whether they should turn left
or right and basically they just turn into the wind)
48. Manx Shearwater: After the odd single birds seen so far this year Apr 6 saw 20 of
them passing Portland Bill with another 8 on the following day.
49. Gannet: Numbers of these passing Portland also increased dramatically on Apr 6 and
7 with totals of 275 and 500 for the two days.
50. Cormorant: At Rye Harbour the sound of 'many chicks' is reported on Apr 4 and on
Apr 5 a count of 19 Cormorants were thought to be arriving migrants.
51. Bittern: One was still at Titchfield Haven on Apr 3 - the only April report from
anywhere on the south coast.
52. Grey Heron: These will eat almost anything that comes within range of their bill and
on Apr 8 one was seen swallowing a Slow-worm by the R Ouse south of Lewes.
53. Spoonbill: One was again seen at Titchfield Haven on Apr 2 after no reports of one
there since Mar 27. Possibly this was a new arrival in this country as on that same day
one flew in off the sea and went north east over Christchurch Harbour and on Apr 8
one flew over the assembled Great Spotted Cuckoo twitchers at Worthing,
54. Mute Swan: Brian Fellows counted 111 Swans at the Emsworth Town Millpond on
Apr 4, a considerable increase on counts in April 2004 which never exceeded 70 while
in Apr 2003 the highest count there was of just 44. At the IBM Lake on Apr 9 the pair
seemed to have completed nest building and the female was sitting tight.
55. Canada Goose: My count of pairs at the IBM Lake on Apr 9 was by far the highest
ever for the breeding season - I found 25 definite pairs (two of them already sitting on
their nests), and two more single birds almost certainly had mates on hidden nests
near where they were keeping solitary vigils.
56. Egyptian Goose: At Tundry Pond in north Hampshire a pair had already hatched 7
goslings on Apr 7
57. Shelduck: Back on Mar 10 Kevin Stouse saw one standing patiently beside the IBM
Lake as if it might already have a mate on a nearby nest, and on Apr 9 I found what
was almost certainly the same bird still standing in the same place (by the causeway to
the islands). The bird flew off when I approached so it is not a dummy!
58. Mandarin: A pair at Warnham Mill Pond nature reserve of the fringe of Horsham were
seen mating on Apr 4
59. Wigeon: There were still 50 at Pulborough Brooks and 30 at Rye Harbour on Apr 4
but I have seen no more reports of any anywhere since then.
60. Teal: There were 30 at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 4, then reports of 7 on the IoW on
both Apr 6 and 8 and on Apr 9 I found two pairs on the water of the IBM Lake.
61. Garganey: The 'burb' of an unseen male was heard at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 4
and a pair have been seen there on each of Apr 5, 6, and 7
62. Hobby: These usually start to arrive in mid-April and so Simon Woolley's sighting of
one in the New Forest on Apr 3 (which I have already reported) was early but since
then Martin Hampton has told me that on Mar 31, when heading up the Hayling Billy
trail in Havant to catch a train to work in Portsmouth, he clearly saw two Hobbies over
the Townend House carpark (below Havant Museum) interacting by soaring and then
diving towards each other. What's more he could see the local pair of Sparrowhawks

high above them for contrast. The Hampshire Bird Report for 2002 tells us that two
Hobbies were over Old Winchester Hill on Mar 16 that year, and in 2001 a single
Hobby flew in off the sea at Hurst Castle on Mar 29.
63. Avocet: I am told that four were present at Titchfield Haven in early April but I have no
idea if they are still there. I see that on Apr 2 four Avocets flew east past Sandy Point
on Hayling but I doubt they were the same birds.
64. Little Ringed Plover: Still no reports from the Chichester gravel pits but one has
been reported at Titchfield Haven on both Apr 1 and 7 and there have now been
reports of them from at least six other sites.
65. Knot: While I cannot be sure of their identity I think I saw around seventy on mud off
Langstone on Apr 10 - they were too distant to be confident but their size and slowly
'plodding' gait on mud away from the tideline made me pretty sure.
66. Black-tailed Godwit: A total of around 70 were feeding spread out on the mud flats
off Langstone on the morning of Apr 10, presumably passing birds as they have been
scarce in that area recently. There were also about 40 Bar-tailed with them (but
keeping to the tideline)
67. Whimbrel: One was at Titchfield Haven on Apr 2 and 3 were there on Apr 7
68. Greenshank: One was in the channel off Nore Barn at low tide on Apr 10.
69. Common Sandpiper: Following what seems to have been the first migrant arrival (at
Portland on Apr 3) there was another at Barcombe Reservoir near Lewes on Apr 5.
70. Black-headed Gull: Richard Carpenter tells me that they had started nesting in
Titchfield Haven by Apr 3
71. Herring Gull: The very leucistic Herring Gull which has been seen fairly regularly in
Southampton Water for about five years now, and which was named Larus argentatus
bonserii after Richard Bonser who took a special interest in it during his years as a
student at Southampton University (which ended in 2002), is back as an adult and has
been seen around the Southampton Docks recently.
72. Iceland Gull: The genuine article was seen again at Gosport Cockle Pond by Peter
Raby on Apr 8.
73. Glaucous Gull: A first summer bird seems to be based near the mouth of the River
Adur and has been seen at least twice on Apr 4 and 6 by birders coming to see the
Great Spotted Cuckoo.
74. Common Tern: Just one has been seen back over New Lake at Chichester on Apr 8
- there was until a few years ago a good breeding colony of them there until some
disease killed off most of the birds.
75. Little Tern: The first reports for the year came from Portland Bill and Rye Harbour on
Apr 6, and on Apr 7 six of them were seen at Christchurch Harbour and one was fishing
off Lepe near the mouth of Southampton Water
76. Great Spotted Cuckoo: The bird which I reported in my last bulletin as being seen
near the River Adur has moved about three miles west and settled down on a Golf
Course close to Brooklands Lake in the gap between East Worthing and Lancing. It
was seen by many birders there on Apr 7 and 8.
77. Cuckoo: There have now been at least half a dozen sightings since the first arrived at
Portland on Apr 1. Hampshire reports have been from Titchfield Haven area on Apr 3
and from Timsbury in the Test valley north of Romsey on Apr 8 and 9, and they have
been heard in Sussex near Lewes and Seaford.
78. Barn Owl: By Apr 5 there were six eggs to be seen on the webcam showing the nest
at Pulborough Brooks.

79. Kingfisher: One was still to be seen at Emsworth's Brook Meadow on Apr 7
80. Hoopoe: Following the sightings at Pagham and then Langstone (Mar 23 and 29
respectively) one has been seen at the Pevensey Levels (east of Eastbourne) on Apr
3.
81. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: On Apr 4 while Martin Hampton was cycling north
through Rowlands Castle he heard one calling from somewhere in The Sling area of
Stansted Forest.
82. Swallow: Some have no doubt now reached their nest sites - on Apr 4 a pair were
seen perched on wires in the Chichester Lakes area and on Apr 5 Dennis Bill had his
first of the year passing over Cams Bay on Fareham Creek while on Apr 7 at least 8
flew north over Brook Meadow at Emsworth. Also on Apr 7 came the first sizeable
sighting of more than 45 going north over Lepe at the mouth of Southampton Water.
83. House Martin: These are now in double figures with a report of 10 over the
Chichester Lakes on Apr 8
84. Waxwing: Apr 7 found at least 10 still at the Southampton OS offices and probably
another 30 on the east side of the Itchen in the Midanbury area of Southampton while
Sussex still had more than 20 in the Southwater area of Horsham. The latest report I
have seen is of 25 in Romsey town on Apr 8.
85. Nightingale: Hampshire had its first at a site not far north of Romsey on Apr 7 and
Sussex has by now had them at four different sites.
86. Whinchat: After the first of year at Portland on Apr 2 a second bird was reported to be
at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 7
87. Grasshopper Warbler: In addition to the three birds which arrived at Portland Bill on
Apr 4 at least another two flew in that day and were heard reeling in Christchurch
Harbour.
88. Common Whitethroat: First of year was at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 2 and on
Apr 4 one was at Pulborough Brooks. On Apr 5 one was in the Pannel Valley near
Hastings and two were seen on the Sussex coast at Atherington (west of the mouth of
the Arun) - one of these was carrying nest material!
89. Garden Warbler: One was reported to be at Pulborough Brooks on Apr 7 but there
has been no confirmation of this,
90. Firecrest: One was heard singing at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 4
91. Treecreeper: I have always been told that the Nuthatch is the only bird which can go
down a tree trunk as well as up it but on Apr 7 Derek Hale saw a Treecreeper going
down a branch (maybe not vertical) in Appley Park at Ryde.
92. Crossbill: Another report of an adult feeding young - this time from Eartham Wood
between Chichester and Petworth on Apr 2
93. Corn Bunting: Another report of one back on breeding territory comes from Paul
James who heard one singing on the west bank of the River Adur alongside Shoreham
airfield on Apr 4
PLANTS
12. Bulbous Buttercup: Several of these were in flower on the shore at Nore Barn, west
of Emsworth, on Apr 10
13. Goldilocks Buttercup: Richard Carpenter found the first of these flowers at
Kilmeston, south of Alresford, on Apr 5

14. Green Hellebore: Martin Hampton tells me that he found this in Southleigh Forest as
he was cycling down Woodberry Lane from Rowlands Castle on Apr 4 - this is a new
site for me and I hope to find the plants in the near future.
15. Medium-flowered Winter-cress: Flowering in the Townend House carpark on the
Billy Line in Havant on Apr 8
16. Garlic Mustard: Also starting to flower in the Townend House carpark on Apr 8 (and
lots out by the Emsworth Road in Havant on Apr 10)
17. Hoary Cress: Brian Fellows found the first few plants starting to flower on the Western
Parade shore at Emsworth on Apr 4
18. Norway Maple: Richard Carpenter was the first to see this lovely spring flower in the
Kilmeston area on Apr 5
19. Western Balsam-poplar: Brian Fellows found the trees at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth had both catkins and unfurling leaves on Apr 5
20. Scarlet Pimpernel: A large clump of this was covered with flowers at the IBM
Portsmouth site on Apr 10
21. Thyme-leaved Speedwell: The first flowers of the new season were out at the IBM
Portsmouth site on Apr 10
22. Yellow Archangel: Flowers were open on this in the narrow path connecting Beacon
Square to the shore path at Emsworth when I was there on Apr 10 (Also lining this
passage is a great mass of Green Alkanet and what I am sure is Intermediate
Periwinkle)
23. Hairy Garlic: The distinctive leaves of this plant can now be seen at the foot of the
hedgerow separating the broad path along the north side of Nore Barn wood from the
arable field.
24. Lords and Ladies: Brian Fellows found the first unsheathed spadix at Nore Barn on
Apr 4
25. Common Spotted Orchid: The first leaves could be seen on the islands in the IBM
Lake at Portsmouth when I was there on Apr 10 - with them were also leaves of
Pyramidal orchids.
26. Meadow Foxtail: The first spikelets of this grass appeared at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Apr 7
INSECTS
5. Butterflies:
•

Orange Tip: So far I have only heard six reports of this species. The latest comes
from Sue Clark at Lower Froyle near Alton on Apr 8 but Philip Hack has added another
sighting (at Nursling, Southampton) for Apr 3.

•

Small Tortoiseshell: The Gosport area seems to have a flourishing population of
these - on Apr 2 David Tinling counted 13 of them in his local wanderings and on Apr 3
he got up to 15

•

Comma: Also in Gosport on Apr 3 David Tinling found 19 different specimens

•

Speckled Wood: We now have reports of these at four sites - in addition to Hollybank
Woods and Titchfield Haven (already reported) Apr 3 gave David Tinling his first
record for the year (4 in Gosport) and on Apr 5 Tim Walker saw one on Southampton
Common.

6. Moths:
•

Acleris literana: first of year taken by Russell Wynn at Lymington on Apr 3

•

Semioscopis avellanella: Derek Mills at Farnham had singles of this micro on both
Apr 3 and 4.

•

Purple Thorn: On Apr 5 Dave Hamilton at Hedge End( (Southampton) had the first of
these for the year

•

Hummingbird Hawkmoth: I now have 23 records of these on the wing this year but
the first local sighting comes from Martin Hampton who had one nectaring on Daphne
in his Havant garden on Mar 27

7. Other Insects:
•

Flesh Fly: Richard Carpenter came on one of these in Botley Woods on Apr 3 - I see
that this species of fly does not lay eggs but gives birth to living larvae straight into the
meat she has found for them.
OTHER

6. Water Vole: Now becoming more active. On Apr 7 there were five sightings of them in
four different places around Brook Meadow at Emsworth.
7. Hare: Richard Carpenter saw one in the Meon Valley near Beacon Hill on Apr 2 and
then on Apr 5 saw 3 in the Kilmeston area south of Alresford.
8. Noctule Bat: At Rye Harbour Barry Yates (the reserve warden) saw 6 over the
reserve while waiting in vain to hear a Bittern booming at dusk on Apr 4
9. Common Seal: On Apr 9 the Portsmouth NEWS reports that 'a family of five has set
up home in Langstone Harbour'. The paper suggests that there are two adults and
three youngsters but my understanding is that a female has at most one pup each year
and that, while they congregate in suitable places for feeding and resting, they are not
social animals and do not operate as herds or even family groups once the pup has
ceased suckling (after the first month of its life)
Fri 8 Apr

B. Plants flowering in Havant
A quick walk ‘around the block’ before starting work this morning added two good plants to
my flowering list for the year, both found at the bottom of the slope down into the Townend
House carpark on the Billy Trail below the Havant Museum. Under the low railings on the
left of the roadway at the bottom of the slope the fresh green leaves and bright yellow
flowers of Winter-cress had suddenly appeared in the couple of days since I was last
there, and after turning left to go under the East Street bridge I saw a mass of Garlic
Mustard on my right and a close look revealed at least one of the hundreds of flower buds
was beginning to open. The Wintercress has been growing there for a good many years
and I originally recorded it as American Wintercress on account of its very pinnate leaves
but a couple of years ago Martin Rand happened to be in Havant and told me that these
plants which only grow to 30 cm high must be the Medium-flowered Winter-cress
(Barbarea intermedia) as the three other species in the genus all grow to up to a metre
tall and have other differences in flower and fruit size.

C. (Fri0804) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Divers: A total of 40 Red-throated were seen to fly east past Dungeness on Apr 2 and
8 went past St Catherine's Point on the IoW on Apr 3 (13 more past Portland that day).
Also on Apr 3 Trevor Carpenter saw a Great Northern passing Stokes Bay at Gosport
(with two more reported from Selsey Bill that day) and at Seaford (west of Beachy
Head) Apr 3 saw a total of 56 unspecified divers passing (George Spraggs had one
passing Hayling that day).

2. Manx Shearwater: Three were seen at Portland on Apr 3, bringing the total of these
birds seen along the south coast this year to just nine.
3. Little Egret: I have the feeling that non-breeding Egrets are fairly mobile at this time of
year and this theory may be supported by the sudden appearance of a group of six at
the Testwood Lakes on Mar 27 (Ian Pibworth has only seen them occasionally there
previously, and never more than one at a time). We also still have a small group in the
Havant area giving sightings of 12 on the Langstone South Moors on Mar 31 and of 18
in one of the Warblington farm fields on Apr 7 (where there had been at least 15 on Mar
29). A smaller total of 8 were seen at the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour
when the Havant Wildlife Group were there on Apr 2.
4. Mute Swan: The pair which normally nest at the Portsmouth IBM Lake were back
there on Apr 4 and seen to be nest building by Kevin Stouse.
5. Brent Goose: These are still appearing from 'somewhere unknown' and flying east .
More than 150 went through the east Solent on Apr 2, and on Apr 3 various observers
reported 81 passing Stokes Bay (Gosport) and 84 passing Sandy Point (Hayling).
Later in the day there was a count of 177 from Stokes Bay while at Selsey Bill 751 went
past (including one Pale Bellied), but by the time the birds had reach Seaford (between
Brighton and Beachy Head) the total had swollen to 1100.
6. Pale-bellied Brent: In addition to the one passing Selsey on Apr 3 Mike Collins had
seen the local family group off the Langstone South Moors shore on Apr 1 (he saw one
adult Pale Bellied accompanied by two young birds which are probablly hybrids having
one pure Brent parent)
7. Garganey: This seems to be a very good year for Garganey with a score of over 50 so
far (excluding obvious duplicate sightings) Best day by far has been Apr 2 when
Dungeness reported a total count of 39 - on the same day 32 were reported from
Seaford but I have excluded them from the overall total.
8. Pochard: A single bird passing Seaford on Apr 2 may have been the last of the winter
- prior to that none had been reported anywhere since Mar 22
9. Eider: On Apr 3 Mark Rolfe could still see more than 40 off Titchfield Haven
10. Common Scoter: There seems to have been a general exodus of these on Apr 2 and
3 - counts of passing birds on Apr 2 were of 533 at Portland Bill, more than 400 at St
Catherine's Point (IoW), a similar number at Seaford, and 800 at Dungeness. On Apr
3 161 went by Portland, 297 past St Catherine's Point, 173 at Selsey Bill and more than
2200 at Seaford.
11. Goosander: On Apr 3 one flew east past Stokes Bay and on Apr 4 a pair were seen
heading east off Ventnor (IoW). At a guess these may be the last of the winter on the
coast.
12. Red Kite: Perhaps England is now overpopulated with these and they are having to
return to Spain? At any rate one was seen to come from the north over Portland Bill
and carry on out to sea in a south west direction on Apr 4
13. Sparrowhawk: Derek Hale describes how, at Yarmouth (IoW) on Apr 2, he watched
a male displaying to a female with a series of long dives.
14. Hobby: Simon Woolley has claimed the first sighting for this summer with one in the
Bolderwood area of the New Forest on Apr 3
15. Red-legged Partridge: When I cycled down the Hayling Coastal Path on Apr 1 the
pair which seem to be resident in fields west of Daw Lane were feeding among a flock
of Woodpigeons out in the open of the large arable field between West Lane and the
old rail line.

16. Avocet: Some of these are still moving east along the coast from winter quarters in
the west country to breed to the east of us. On Apr 1 one flew past Worthing beach
and on Apr 2 eight were seen going past Seaford, eleven went by Dungeness and one
went round the south of the Isle of Wight. Of local interest the three which seem to
have been based at Titchfield Haven since Mar 19 were seen flying over the reserve
heading west on Apr 3 but I suspect they were not going far.
17. Ringed Plover: A few pairs of these usually breed at the Hayling Oysterbeds but I
have heard no reports of them being seen there since I saw three birds displaying on
Mar 19 until George Spraggs also saw three there on Apr 2
18. Golden Plover: Simon Woolley saw a flock of 43, most of them in summer plumage,
flying over Morestead Down, east of Winchester, on Apr 3 (presumably heading north
for the hills).
19. Sanderling: An estimated flock of 130 was on the Ryde east sands on Apr 2
20. Black-tailed Godwit: On Apr 2 a flock of 85 was still at Newtown Harbour on the IoW
and 35 were at Titchfield Haven while a 'good number' were in the Fishbourne Channel
of Chichester Harbour (I guess that rules out counts of 0 and 13 which must be 'bad
numbers' but otherwise conveys little information). On the evening of Apr 3 at around
9pm Simon Woolley heard a couple flying north up the Itchen Valley past Winchester
and assumes that others were passing unheard on their most direct route to breeding
grounds in Iceland, but on Apr 4 I could still see 20 on the Langstone Village shore
(with around 50 Bar-tails)
21. Whimbrel: Four flew past Seaford on Apr 2 - I think they must have been migrants (I
have already reported one at Christchurch Harbour on Mar 28 as the probable first new
arrival as none had been seen wintering there)
22. Common Sandpiper: One which turned up at Portland Bill on Apr 3 was almost
certainly an early migrant, the first I have heard of anywhere.
23. Arctic Skua: Passage is definitely getting under way. After a couple at Portland on
Apr 2 there were reports from four different sites on Apr 3 - a total of 11 were seen at
Portland, 8 at St Catherine's Point, 3 at Selsey Bill and 1 at Seaford.
24. Med Gull: George Spraggs estimated that there were 100 at the Hayling Oysterbeds
on Apr 1 and on Apr 2 there was a report of 40 at Newtown Harbour on the IoW.
25. Little Gull: Apr 2 brought sightings from three sites - 5 at Dungeness and singles at
Pagham Lagoon and at Seaford. Apr 3 found 2 at Seaford and singles at Portland and
Titchfield Haven.
26. Sandwich Tern: Counts from Dungeness were of more than 350 on Apr 1 and 458 on
Apr 2
27. Common Tern: George Spraggs experienced the confusion which can arise due to
differences in timing of the changes from winter to breeding plumage between different
individuals of the same species. He saw a Common Tern at the Hayling Oysterbeds
on Apr 1 which had lost its white 'forehead' and had a complete black cap but showed
no red on its all black bill. At Titchfield Haven on Apr 3 the count of Common Terns
reach double figures with 10 seen there by Andy Collins and at Selsey Bill on the same
day the count of undifferentiated Commic Terns was 12 (with 24 at Seaford)
28. Guillemot: The sight of 6 Guillemots in a raft on the sea off the IoW cliffs near the
Needles, with three more in the area, probably marks the return of breeding birds.
29. Puffin: A single was seen from the Chesil Bank inland of Portland Bill on Apr 3 (fourth
sighting around Portland since the first arrived on Mar 12)
30. Turtle Dove: A 'probable' was heard on Apr 2 by Trevor Carpenter in swampy
woodland west of Titchfield Haven - he says it sounded just like a Turtle Dove but he

could not manage to get a glimpse of the bird making the noise. Although the average
arrival date in Hampshire is Apr 17 one was recorded as early as Mar 25 in 1970 (and
there have been odd records of wintering birds in this country).
31. Great Spotted Cuckoo: On Apr 1 (after noon) Darryl Perry was driving by the River
Adur near Shoreham when he saw one perched on a roadside tree - he managed to
pull in and walked back to see the bird from as close as 20 feet.
32. Cuckoo: After the first for the year arrived at Portland Bill on Apr 1 one reached the
Titchfield Haven area on Apr 3 and was seen by Mark Rolfe from the canal path.
33. Little Owl: On Apr 2 John Shillitoe saw one perched in what has been a regular place
to see them in past years - a tree near where the Wayfarer's Way crosses the East Hoe
Road about 1km north of Hoe Cross (on the high ground west of Hambledon). Tony
Gutteridge has now had two sightings of the Warblington Pook Lane bird on Mar 29
and Apr 7 - on both occasions he says it was perched at the end of a small broken off
branch on the large Oak close to the road at SU 727057
34. Woodlark: I thought that these would by now all be back on their breeding territories
so I was surprised to hear that Trevor Carpenter had seen one flying east along the
coast towards Titchfield Haven on Apr 2. Perhaps it was a bird that had lost its mate or
territory and had no fixed abode?
35. Sand Martin: Although many of these have been seen for some time a flock of
around 180 over the Fishlake Meadows (near the Test immediately north of Romsey)
must have been an impressive sight on Apr 2
36. Swallow: These also are now arriving in force with at least 100 over Portland Bill on
Apr 2 and several going north over the Warblington farm fields on Apr 7.
37. House Martin: No great numbers yet but a group of four over the R Itchen in the
Avington area on Apr 3 was slightly better than the ones and twos previously reported.
38. Tree Pipit: A few of these were back in the New Forest by Apr 3
39. Yellow Wagtail: The first double figure count for the year was of 22 at Rye Harbour
on Apr 4, and while I now have 13 reports of them for this year in my database only one
bird has been reported from Hampshire (Lymington area on Mar 31)
40. Waxwing: There were still more than 40 in Alton on Apr 2 and 23 at the Ordnance
Survey in Southampton on Apr 3
41. Nightingale: These have already been heard singing in Sussex on Mar 25 and 26 (by
the Adur and Arun rivers) and now a third has been heard at Park Corner Heath (TQ
515147) which is a Butterfly Conservation reserve near the A22 in East Sussex
between East Grinstead and Hailsham. I remember that when there was an Open Day
at the reserve on June 6 last summer for people to see Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries
a couple of Nightingales were also on the menu there.
42. Black Redstart: Here in Havant Kevin Stouse had a female (Black Redstart!) in his
garden (close to Warblington rail station) feeding for an hour and a half on the evening
of Mar 31.
43. Common Redstart: The first report of one singing comes from Simon Woolley who
heard the scratchy song in the New Forest on Apr 4
44. Whinchat: First for the year was recorded at Portland on Apr 2 - none others reported
yet to my knowledge.
45. Cetti's Warbler: One heard singing at Sinah Gravel Pit on Hayling by George
Spraggs on Apr 1 was, so far as I know, the first ever to be reported at that site.
46. Grasshopper Warbler: First for the year was at Portland on Apr 4. In fact three of
them were trapped there on that morning and the Porlland website has a magnificent

photo of one posing professionally to show all its features with spread wing and fanned
tail, looking quite happy to be hand held for the picture.
47. Reed Warbler: The first for Hampshire was heard at Fleet Pond on Apr 2 and the first
for the IoW was at Yarmouth on Apr 3. First for the year as a whole seems to have
been one heard by Dave Unsworth when he was in Somerset on Mar 31.
48. Blackcap: This seems to be an unusually good year for our summer birds with 23
different reports already in my database just for the first week of April - on Apr 7 Tony
Gutteridge estimated that there were at least 15 scattered through the Warblington
Farm fields while he was carrying out a CBC visit there (these would be just passing
through but it is the highest number he can remember there in close on 30 years).
49. Willow Warbler: On Apr 4 Kris Gillam reports a big fall of them on the IoW and on that
day a count of 150 came from Portland Bill
50. Brambling: On Apr 2 Mark Litjens found around 100 Bramblings at Bolderwood in the
New Forest making a noise which he describes as like many frogs - this is their song,
which is described in the Collins Bird Guide as short bursts of a crude buzzing noise
which, coming from a flock like this, can sound like a distant cross-cut saw at work in
the wood. The birds were still there and singing on Apr 4.
51. Serin: Following at least three reports from Sussex there is one on Apr 2 from St
Catherine's Point on the IoW.
52. Linnets: These seem to be pouring back into Britain after wintering to the south
giving a further report of a flock of 210 in the Hambledon area on Apr 2 (after previous
reports in the past few days of 300 at Christchurch Bay, 209 at Rye Harbour and 115
on Thorney Island). Still no similar reports of Siskins ...
53. Corn Bunting: Although we had a report of at least 60 back on the Sussex Downs
above the R Arun on Mar 31 none seem to have penetrated to Hampshire. My
database shows just two entries for Hampshire this year - Simon Woolley had just one
on Cheesefoot Head on Feb 20 and John Shillitoe had just one in the Hambledon area
at the end of March.
PLANTS
1. Marsh Marigold: Kingcups had started to flower at Brook Meadow in Emsworth on
Apr 3
2. Hoary Cress: The first flowers were found by Brian Fellows on the Emsworth west
shore on Apr 3
3. English Scurvygrass: This had probably been in flower on the Nore Barn shore west
of Emsworth by the beginning of April but I did not see the flowers until Apr 6 when they
were numerous and fully open
4. Hairy Violet: John Goodspeed had found the first flowers on Portsdown on Mar 23
and by Apr 5 there was a magnificent display of them in the Harting Down area
(particularly in the fields grazed by sheep around Kill Devil Copse roughly 1 km south
of the public carpark)
5. Sea Mouse-ear: This was flowering on Sinah Common on Apr 1
6. Herb Robert: Brian Fellows was the first to see the new season's flowers at Thorney
Island on Apr 3, and I found more of them by the Homewell stream in Havant on Apr 4
7. Shining Cranesbill: This was also starting to flower in Havant on Apr 4 - I found the
first two flowers on the great mass of plants lining the 'twitchel' path which crosses
Norris Gardens road near Pook Lane.
8. Wood Sorrel: A few white flowers were open on this plant at Harting Down on Apr 5

9. Hawthorn: A young sapling of Hawthorn growing by the Homewell stream in Havant
was covered with flower buds on Apr 4 and I saw one flower fully open among them!
10. Wild Strawberry: A patch of these plants (guaranteed not Barren Strawberry!) were
flowering at Harting Down on Apr 5
11. Alder Buckthorn: Although this is rarely found on calcareous soil my first flowering
specimen was growing on a steep, damp, wooded slope above Whitcombe Bottom,
running south from the South Downs Way at Harting Down on Apr 5
12. Cornsalad: At least one of the plants in the East Pallant at Havant had open flowers
on Apr 4
13. Intermediate Winter-cress: The plants in the Havant Townend House carpark below
the Museum were starting to flower on Apr 8
14. Garlic Mustard: One single flower was starting to open on Apr 8, also on plants by
the Billy Line in Havant just south of the East Street bridge.
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
•

Orange Tip: Following the report of one at Ibsley near Ringwood on Apr 1 this species
has been seen by three people of Apr 3 - Andy Barker at Romsey, Adrian Hoskins on
Portsdown and Alan Thornbury in Botley Woods

•

Holly Blue: I now have nine reports of this species ...

•

Speckled Wood: ... but still only two of this species

2. Moths:
•

0006 Eriocrania subpurpurella: Two first of year finds both on Apr 2 by Tim Norriss
on Bramdean Common east of Winchester and by Rob Edmunds at Fleet in north
Hampshire

•

0473 Leek Moth: Dave Hamilton is pretty sure he had one at Hedge End
(Southampton) on Apr 2 but was seeking confirmation

•

0648 White-shouldered House Moth: Taken by Dave Hamilton at Hedge End
(Southampton) on Apr 3

•

0667 Semioscopis steinkellneriana: Taken by Tim Norriss at Bramdean Common
on Apr 2

•

1051 Acleris logiana: Simon Ingram had the first of year at Eastleigh on Mar 24

•

1136 Epinotia immundana: First taken by Tim Norriss at Bramdean Common on Apr
2

•

1288 Alucita hexadactyla - Twenty-plume moth: The only one reported so far this
year was taken by Simon Ingram at Eastleigh on Mar 24

•

1342 Eudonia angustea: An early and good find by Andy Johnson at south Hayling
on Apr 3

•

1660 Frosted Green: Two firsts on Apr 2 by Tim Norriss at Bramdean Common and
Martin Laux at Chandlers Ford

•

1880 Barred Tooth-striped: First of year taken by Sam Knill at Totland (IoW) on Apr
2

•

2015 Lunar Marbled Brown: First goes to Paul Boswell at Greywell on Apr 2

•

2205 Shoulder-striped Wainscot: Another joint first for Tim Norriss at Bramdean
Common on Apr 2 and Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John (Basingstoke)

•

2261 Red-headed Chestnut: One was recorded at Weymouth in Dorset on Mar 31

•

2425 Nut-tree Tussock: Four joint firsts on Apr 2 for Russell Wynn at Lymington, Tim
Norriss at Bramdean Common, Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John and Rob
Edmunds in Fleet. Tim Walker at Winchester had one on Apr 3.

3. Other insects:
•

Dor Beetle: One seen by Peter Vaughan at Bartley Heath on Apr 3 probably was a
first for the year as I see that Michael Chinery's 'Collins Guide to Insects' says that the
common species (Geotrupes stercorarius) is only found as an adult from April to
October. Peter saw it land on horse dung which it presumably intended to collect and
bury with its eggs as food for its young. Peter has found references on the web to this
genus being known as 'Dumbledors' (thus elevating them nowadays to film star rank
as senior wizards) but Chinery is more down to earth and says they are known as
'Lousy Watchmen' as they are usually heavily infested with mites. I had to refresh my
memory as to whether they were also known as Sexton beetles but I see that those
species (which manage to bury whole dead mice for their young to eat) are the
Nicrophorus genus, one of which should also qualify as a Peter Sellars type detective
as it has the name N. vestigator.

•

Other Beetles: In my reports dated Apr 3 I mentioned that a colourful beetle (blue with
red legs) had been found in a Havant garden flowerbed and that the finder was seeking
help to identify it. She has since found a likely candidate which she names as
Necrobia Rufipes or Copra Beetle which has the right combination of colour (whole
body - elytra and head - blue with red legs) but I am not sure if we have the solution as
this is illustrated in Michael Chinery's more comprehensive Field Guide to Insects with
a magnification of x 5 which would make the actual size only 4 mm (only one quarter
the size of 1.5 cm originally given). Whether or not this is the species seen it is
fascinating to read that the larvae of N. rufipes eat stored bacon and ham (and a
closely related group of beetles - Anobiidae - have names which illustrate their choice
of food from the Cigarette Beetle and Drug-store Beetle through to the better known
Furniture and Death-Watch Beetles). My own experience in trying to name beetles
and fungi is that there are so many and varied species that the amateur can only make
wild guesses at their true identity (though that is no reason not to try - you are likely to
find endless entertainment in the process!). Another beetle found in the same Havant
garden was easier to name as Pyrochroa Serraticornis or the Red-headed Cardinal
Beetle - there are only three species of Cardinal Beetle to be found in Britain and they
are both large (around 2.5 cm) and have bright red elytra and thorax though the colour
of the head varies, being black in one species and red in another.
OTHER

1. Otter: Andy Collins reports a sighting of one swimming in the river Meon at Titchfield
Haven on Apr 3. I do not recall hearing of them there before so this seems to be good
news (but maybe previous reports have been suppressed? if so I haven't been told that
I must not publish them!)
2. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: One was seen off Hastings on Apr 2 - possibly the same
animal that was off Bexhill on Mar 29. Another report of three of them off Portland Bill
is the ninth report there this year.
3. Common Seal: A Seal species, probably Common, was seen close off the Langstone
South Moors on Apr 1 by Mike Collins
4. Bank Vole: Simon Ingram saw one feeding on top of a Bramble bush at the Eastleigh
Lakeside country park on Apr 2 - I doubt it was eating Blackberries at this time of year
but I expect it was enjoying the chance to get out in the fresh air and sunshine.

5. Bats: Towards dusk on Mar 27 Ian Pibworth saw both Pipistrelles and Noctules on the
wing over the Testwood Lakes at Southampton (where Ian mounts a dawn to dusk vigil
each Sunday to observe all the wildlife there).
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0304
Thu 7 Apr

B. Warblington Farm CBC
I had to drive to the Huntingdon area and back today so my only sightings were out of
county - a great display of fully open Cowslips lining a mile or more of the A43 roadside
south of Northampton and a number of Wayfaring Tree bushes coming into flower.
Somewhere en route north of Oxford I also noticed masses of roadside Danish
Scurvygrass (hardly a seaside habitat)
While I was away Tony Gutteridge carried out a complete CBC visit to Warblington Farm
and told me later that he had seen at least 15 migrant Blackcaps and slightly fewer
Swallows passing through. Other items of interest were a second sighting of the Little
Owl perched on the end of a broken off branch on the large roadside oak just east of the
Old Rectory on Pook Lane, and a group of 18 Little Egrets in the field east of Warblington
Castle which includes the watercress beds.
Wed 6 Apr

B. Nore Barn
A very brief evening visit to the Nore Barn shore at Emsworth confirmed that the English
Scurvy-grass was in full flower on the saltings along the west side of the ‘Maisemore
Gardens’ stream. By the look of the plants they had probably started flowering a good
week ago.
Tue 5 Apr

B. Harting Down
Both Blackcap and Song Thrush were singing strongly in my garden this morning before
I set off for Harting Down to check that my BBS (Breeding Bird Survey) area had not
undergone any significant habitat change, which it had not. The 1 km square involved is
immediately east of the Harting Down carpark and south of the South Downs Way - it is
supposed to be SU 7918 but as the owners of the Uppark Estate (not the National Trust
which manages Uppark House) will not give permission for any access to their land the
survey area has had to be moved some 500 metres east of the grid square and now
covers public access downland east of the Petersfield to Chichester road.
Arriving on the downs the first bird to be heard was Nuthatch but I was soon listening to
singing Skylarks and at least one Meadow Pipit (my first hearing of that song this year).
After crossing the open grass downland I turned south down Whitcombe Bottom valley
between steep sides covered with scrub and trees in which many Willow Warblers were
singing and the call notes of Bullfinch could be heard. One Blackcap was singing here
and of course there were Chiffchaffs. Among the taller trees on the eastern slope there
are always Jackdaws and today was no exception but with them were two Buzzards
which soon started to soar high into the sky.
My route has to veer right from the direction of the valley and I have to climb the steep
hillside and here I heard Goldcrest song close above my head as I passed under a big
Yew. Just beyond that an open fronted bird nest box (numbered 42) was facing me on a
tree trunk but it was more open fronted than intended with severe chiselling around the
hole by woodpeckers - probably the Great Spotted that was calling in the distance rather
than the Greens of which I had already encountered at least two.

At the top of the slope (on which Alder Buckthorn was flowering) I had good views of a
Marsh Tit (a little later I heard one singing and saw that too) but in between the two I
passed a grazing meadow on which there are usually sheep but today there were none maybe purposefully removed by the National Trust to allow a wonderful display of
Primroses and Hairy Violets in the short grass - before the sheep had left they must have
been stripped and a huge pile of wool clippings had been left in the field. Outside the field
I was surprised to find Wild Strawberry plants in flower (much bigger leaves and flowers
than the Barren Strawberries that have been out for a little, and having the terminal tooth
of the leaf protruding beyond its neighbours). Not far away I had my first sight of Wood
Sorrel flowers and close to them a Birch treestump had a good show of whitish capped
bracket fungi which I did not recognize as a common species but a look at the underside
seemingly revealed its identity as Mazegill, but on checking in my books I see that
Mazegill is virtually confined to Oak trees whereas there are two ‘mazegill like’ species
that regularly grow on Birch (Lenzites betulina and the Blushing Bracket Daedaleopsis
confragosa). As with all things fungal I am left confused. Another unidentified species
seen today was a cluster of old remains of small puffballs seen out on the chalk
grassland looking as if they had been not more than 4cm high having cylindrical (not
tapering) bodies about 2cm across. All that was left was a papery skin which gave little
indication of the original colour or of any warts or hairs on the surface - maybe Vascellum
pratense?
Towards the end of my outing I found Linnets back on territory, had my first
Yellowhammer of the year (they do seem scarce this spring), and saw a male Stonechat
perched on the same bramble bush which has been his base for the last two years. The
last two birds to go on my list were noisy distant Jays and a gentler pair of close-up Long
tailed Tits in blackthorn scrub near which I found unopen buds of a few Cowslips and a
mass of Common Whitlowgrass on the tops of grassy anthills.
Mon 4 Apr

B. Around Havant
This morning saw the resumption of Blackcap song at the end of my garden for the coming
summer season - it may have been a passing migrant but a pair is normally resident
there throughout the summer and this one was singing strongly for some time with no
suggestion of being on the move.
Before I set out on my Monday poster round there was a knock on my door to tell me of a
Grey Wagtail thought to be making a nest in a very old wall of one of the original
Parchment making buildings by the Homewell springs in the centre of Havant. The man
who told me of it was concerned for disturbance to the birds and the nest from builders
currently working on the building so, after suggesting how my informant could let the
builders know about the nest and how, if they did not agree to leave the birds in peace,
he could contact both Havant Borough and Chris Cockburn, the local RSPB warden.
He then went off to set about this task and shortly after that my bundle of Nature Notes
posters arrived and I started out with them on a route passing the nest site, but when I
got there there was no sign of birds or nest and I think what had been seen was one or
both of the Wagtails searching for food in crevices in the brickwork made by the builders
removing bricks to make recesses to hold the ends of scaffolding poles - although this is
excellent Grey Wagtail nesting habitat in a normally secluded spot right above the fast
running water of the Homewell stream I can’t imagine that the birds would not have
been put off by the building work and if they had started to build a nest there was no sign
of it or any disturbed nest material (this species builds a reasonably bulky nest of
grasses and leaves lined with hair).
This diversion was by no means a wasted trip as a little further downstream a young
Hawthorn was covered with white flower buds and at least one flower was fully open to
give me a tick for my year list. Twenty yards further downstream was another bit of
personal botanic excitement - my first Herb Robert flowers of the new season (I have

subsequently seen that several other people have seen this flower elsewhere locally in the
past few days). Later in the day, cycling back from Langstone, I added Shining
Cranesbill to my year list when I found the first two flowers on the great mass of this plant
lining the ‘twitchel’ path connecting Wade Court Road to Pook Lane - the best place to look
is where the path crosses Norris Gardens (a cul de sac off Pembury Road which in turn is
a side road from Pook Lane just north of its dead end at the A27) look for the plants on the
north side of the path where it comes out to cross Norris Gardens. Coming back along the
twitchel path I turned into Shawfield Road and found the Slender Speedwell had more
flowers than when I first saw them last week.
Another plant which I have mentioned recently as just about to flower is the Cornsalad in
the East Pallant, and today I saw two tiny flowers were open on it, but also saw that the
much more eye-catching Greater Forget-me-not on the other side of the road has
vanished (it looks as if a roadsweeper had been over the concrete driveway into the
garage where the plant grows in a crack between the driveway and the garage door-frame
- the roots of the plant are still there but the stem leaves and flowers have been roughly
torn off leaving just shredded fragments)
On the Langstone village shore I saw just one Brent goose today! Plenty of
Black-headed Gulls (and at least one Med Gull) but nothing else on the shore beyond a
pair of non-breeding Swans, six Oystercatchers, some 50 Bar-tailed and 20
Black-tailed Godwits. On Langstone Pond I had my first view of Mallard ducklings - if
they were the family of 14 that first appeared there about a week ago they are now down to
6.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 28 - APR 3 (WEEK 13)
BIRDS
94. Black-necked Grebe: The bird showing some summer plumage that has been
surprisingly sitting on the Long Pool near Sidlesham Ferry Pool from Mar 26 to at least
Mar 31 is one that has been recently released from Brent Lodge hospital. I am amused
to read that as it was a wild bird before being admitted to hospital it is fully eligible to be
ticked on your year list as a genuine wild bird
95. Fulmar: A total of four seen from Sandy Point on Hayling on Mar 30 by Andy Johnson
was a good score for the Hayling shore
96. Little Egret: Following Tony Gutteridge's two recent sightings of up to 15 Egrets
together on the Warblington fields Mike Collins found a group of 12 (with a Grey Heron)
gathered on the Langstone South Moors 'orchid meadow' south of the Autoliv factory
on Mar 31
97. Purple Heron: One flew north over Romsey on Mar 30 but Mike Rafter only claims it
as a 'probable'. If it is refound and confirmed it will be the earliest date in the year on
which one has been seen in Hampshire.
98. Barnacle Goose: The Baffins Gang were not at their Portsmouth base on Mar 31 but
7 of them plus the associated hybrid were at Titchfield Haven on Apr 1.
99. Wood Duck: A pair were at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 24 - this is the first report of
this species for the year (if we ignore three reports of a single feral bird at the Hersey
Nature Reserve on the IoW)
100.
Mallard: A few ducklings still survive on Langstone Pond and a new family
hatched at Christchurch Harbour on Apr 1. On Mar 30 early morning walkers on
Catherington Down were surprised to find 3 Mallard feeding on the open Down -

probably genuine wild duck which had been wintering down here and had stopped off
for breakfast on what may have been a long-distance flight back to breeding grounds.
101.
Rosybill: This escapee duck was back at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on Mar
31 but remains elusive with only four or five reported sightings since it first appeared at
Baffins Pond in mid October last year.
102.
Marsh Harrier: A male was giving good views at Titchfield Haven from Mar 30
to at least Apr 1
103.
Osprey; Half a dozen new sightings since my last reports include one over
Chichester Harbour on Mar 31 and 5 seen together over Wootton Bridge on the IoW on
the same day. Thick fog at Portland Bill early on Apr 1 gave one birder a close view of
an Osprey perched on a fence post a few yards from him!
104.
Avocet: On Apr 1 there were still three at Titchfield Haven where there have
been from one to four birds seen almost daily since Mar 11
105.
Golden Plover: The last report of any large flock of these was on Mar 20 none of the few reports since then have been of more than 11 birds
106.
Knot: A flock of more than 50 landed on the Hayling Oysterbeds island as the
tide was rising in the afternoon of Apr 2 - the only substantial group of waders seen by
me in a trip down the west coast of Hayling from Langstone.
107.
Sanderling: More than 100 were roosting on 'Seagull Island' west of Hayling's
Black Point at high tide on Mar 30 and 25 were seen at Stokes Bay on Mar 31
108.
Woodcock: We mostly think of roding as summer evening behaviour but the
birds actually start to search for females and guard their territories much earlier in the
year. I have heard of them doing so in January but this year the first report comes from
Russell Wynn who observed roding on the Lymington Marshes in March. Many of the
birds are not yet back on territory from winter quarters, and I see that on the misty
morning of Mar 31 a Woodcock was flushed from a downland track high above
Amberley (south of Pulborough). This morning (Apr 3) it is just possible that one flew
up the old rail line behind my house in Havant - my attention was caught by a loud
harsh sound that I did not recognize as any bird I know (a loud, harsh, rapid, staccato
"uck, uck, uck, uck") and I had a brief view of a bird the size and shape of a Woodcock
flying by rapidly at a low tree top height with rapidly fluttering, bowed and rather rigid
wings like an excited Woodcock. It seemed to be losing height and might have
dropped into a dense thorn thicket around the very neglected local school pond.
109.
Spotted Redshank: Bernie Forbes saw two different birds at Pagham
Harbour (North Walls and Sidlesham area) on Mar 31, and on Apr 1 one at Bembridge
Pond on the IoW was showing some summer black.
110.
Pomarine Skua: The first of the year was passing Portland Bill on Mar 30
(earliest date ever recorded there). Also at Portland on that day was one Bonxie and
two Arctic Skuas.
111.
Med Gulls: Up to 18 have been seen recently in Newtown Harbour on the IoW,
presumably intending to nest there with some 600 Black-headed.
112.
Caspian Gull: On Mar 30 Andy Johnson is confident that he had a first winter
bird at the wader roost on 'Seagull Island' just west of Black Point on Hayling
113.
Common Tern: Andy Johnson also had three Common Terns in the
Chichester Harbour entrance on Mar 30 and on Mar 31 Peter Raby had one in the
Solent off Stokes Bay, Gosport
114.
CUCKOO: First of the year was on Portland Bill on Apr 1 (I know what you are
thinking but the observatory does have to keep up its reputation for reliable reporting)

115.
Barn Owl: The nestbox at Pulborough Brooks visitor centre had three eggs in
it on Mar 28 and on the evening of Mar 30 three different Barn Owls were hunting at the
same time over Titchfield Haven.
116.
Hoopoe: One was in the garden of the Langstone West Mill, abutting the
Langstone South Moors, on Mar 29. It might be the bird which was in a field with
horses near the Pagham Harbour North Walls on Mar 23, and if so it could hang about
in our area for a little longer.
117.
Sand Martins: I already have 45 reports of these early migrants, two being of
birds back at their nest sites, but Mike Collins is the first to see them back over Budds
Farm pools on Mar 31 (he also had a single Swallow).
118.
House Martins: Three new reports brings my total of reported sightings for
this year to just seven. On Mar 29 Russell Wynn had one over the Lymington marshes,
on Mar 31 one was at Yarmouth on the IoW and Apr 1 two were in Christchurch
Harbour
119.
Tree Pipit: The first reliable report of this species was from Hastings on Mar 28
and since then George Spraggs has had one on south Hayling (Mar 30), one was at
Portland Bill on Mar 31 and on Apr 1 two birds arrived in Christchurch Harbour.
120.
Meadow Pipit: An estimated 1000 of these flew north over Christchurch
Harbour on Apr 1 - just part of this massive and prolonged passage.
121.
Yellow Wagtail: Five new reports from (a) Sandown IoW on Mar 31 (up to 3
birds), (b) Portland on Mar 31 (2 birds), (c) Lymington Marshes on Mar 31 (1 bird), (d)
Portland Bill on Apr 1 (1 bird) and (e) Christchurch Harbour with one bird on Apr 1
122.
Fieldfare: Just two new records of single birds since the last flock of around 30
(at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 22). Onee of the new records comes from Falmer on
the Downs north of Brighton (on Mar 31) and the other from Christchurch Harbour on
Apr 1.
123.
Sedge Warbler: After the early arrival of one at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18 the
second bird did not turn up there until Mar 27. Another new arrival was in the Pannel
Valley near Wichelsea on Mar 31 but others have been at Rye and Dungeness since
Mar 25
124.
Willow Warbler: I now have 47 reports of these and have even heard one
myself singing in the Hayling Billy line willow trees behind my house on Apr 1
125.
Goldcrest: These seem to have pouring into the country recently to add to the
many birds that have spent the winter here. On Apr 1 there were estimated to be 65 or
more in Christchurch Harbour with lesser numbers reported all along the coast.
126.
Linnet: In addition to the reasons I gave in my last reports for Linnets being
seen in large flocks at this time of year a report of around 300 going north over
Christchurch Harbour on Apr 1 gives another reason - flocking for mutual support when
making migratory journeys. There was also a count of 209 from Rye Harbour on Apr 1.
127.
Corn Bunting: Good news from West Sussex of at least 60 Corn Buntings
back on the Downs above Amberley on the east side of the R. Arun by Mar 31. On Apr
1 there was a count of 44 at Rye Harbour from where we have heard no reports of
them since Mar 1 (so this may indicate new arrivals from across the channel coming to
breed here - we can but hope).
PLANTS

Green-winged Orchid: Just one spike was in full flower on Sinah Common south of the
Hayling Golf Course on Apr 1 - soon there may be 4000 flowering plants but at the moment it
is almost impossible to see any sign of them.
Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis): This rarity was starting to flower in the one public
access site which I know for it on Sinah Common south of the minature golf course. It's white
flowers could be overlooked for a tiny version of Hairy Bittercress growing close to the ground
on very short grass but it has very distinctive leaves - not strictly pinnate as but with very wavy
edges to the leaves, cutting back to the mid-rib in places.
Spring Beauty: This plant is omnipresent around Sinah Common on Hayling and grows in
dense masses, each plant standing some 10 to 20 cm tall and looking like a bunch of Lily of
the Valley flowers (tiny white bells) growing on a green saucer (an apparently single leaf)
which in turn sits on a short green stem supporting the leaf centrally, It is now flowering
wherever it can get a foothold in bare sand (particularly under Tamarisks which shade out
other plants and around the fringes of Gorse bushes). I have always thought of it as being
restricted to the seaside but I see that it also thrives on any sandy heathland and can be found
in east and north-east Hampshire far from the sea).
Thrift (Sea Pink): This too will soon dominate large patches of open grassland on the poor soil
of Sinah Common but on Apr 1 I enjoyed a preview, finding just one plant in flower!
Sweet Vernal Grass: This too was starting to flower on the Sinah Common grassland on Apr 1
Early Forget-me-not: The display on the roundabout outside the Hayling Ferry Inn is now at its
best but you have to look closely to see it at all!
Cuckoo Flower (aka Milkmaids or Cardamine pratensis): Brian Fellows found at least one in
flower near the Stansted Forest Arboretum and Garden Centre on Mar 30
Toothwort: In addition to the specimens seen by Jim Berry in Lowton's Copse (north of
Clanfield) on Mar 28 more have now been reported from the trees around Catherington Down
- these were said to be already fading by Apr 1.
Moschatel: Richard Carpenter found this flowering in the Mislingford area of the Meon Valley
on Mar 29, a week after John Goodspeed had seen this plant flowering at Hookheath (north of
Portsdown)
Butterbur: 325 plants were flowering by the River Ems at Brook Meadow on Mar 29.
Wild Daffodils: Richard Carpenter found these flowering in the north of the West Walk Woods
in the Meon Valley on Mar 29. Jim Berry has also seen them in Inholmes Wood near
Staughton (source of R Ems) and found this year's display poorer than ususal - he has heard
that that is also true at the West Dean Woods.
INSECTS
8. Butterflies:
•

Orange Tip: A male was said to have been seen in the Ibsley area of the Avon Valley
on Apr 1 - no other reports so far.

•

Holly Blue: The first date for the year has been moved back from Mar 27 to Mar 26
when one was seen in the Titchfield Common area west of Fareham. By Mar 31 they
had been seen at Titchfield Haven.

•

Speckled Wood: Just one report following the early find of them at Emsworth on Mar
16 - Richard Carpenter tells me they were on the wing at Titchfield Haven by the end of
March.

9. Moths:

•

Angle Shades: One had emerged from pupation in a warm house by Mar 21 but the
first report of one 'in the wild' comes from Peter Vaughan in Hook (north Hampshire)
who found one resting on his front door on Apr 1.

•

Pale Mottled Willow: Although Mike Wall had trapped one at Basingstoke on Mar 21
it was not until Mar 31 that a second one was found by Derek Mills at Farnham

•

Red Chestnut: Although I do not think this is normally a migrant the only two reports
for this year so far come from the Hastings shore on Mar 18 and then from Portland Bill
on Mar 31

•

Red Sword-grass: Steve Nash had trapped one in Oxfordshire on Mar 21 but since
then the only other record has been from Russell Wynn at Lymington who had one on
Mar 26

•

Silver Y: Although these are normally summer migrants there were four records in
January this year, one of them being a pristine individual taken by Jon Stokes at
Portchester (Fareham) on Jan 20 - possibly having emerged from pupation here? Jon
had another specimen at Portchester on Mar 22 and on Mar 25 on turned up in the
Eastleigh area - maybe these were early mgrants?

10. Other insects:
•

Bee-fly: A couple of new reports from Richard Carpenter show that these were out in
the Botley Woods on Mar 26 and at Titchfield Haven on Apr 1

•

Wasp: The first Queen Wasp was out and searching for this year's nest site in Richard
Carpenter's Hill Head garden near Titchfield Haven on Mar 28 and one was in my
Havant garden on Apr 1.

•

Hairy Footed Flower Bee (Anthophera plumipes) was visiting Lungwort flowers in
Richard Carpenter's garden on Mar 28

•

Ground Beetle species: A 'smooth metallic blue' beetle about 1.5 cm long and having
red legs was seen in a Havant garden flower bed on Mar 25 and the finder wants to
know its name - if there are any beetle experts reading this please get in touch but in
the meantime I will suggest it is one of a group of ground beetles which can be found in
adult form all round the year and one which is of roughly the size mentioned and has
red legs is called Hapalus affinis. The illustration of this species in my general guide
to insects shows it to be bright green but the text says that the colour can vary from
green to black (and is often very metallic which could add to the colour variation by
giving different tints from different angles). I have not seen this species but there is a
large range of ground beetles to choose from!
OTHER

10. Weasels: Russell Wynn reports several sightings on the Lymington Marshes in March
11. Water Shrew: One seen swimming in a ditch at the Botley Woods on Mar 31 - these
are lovely black and silver creatures unlike other drab shrews and they are not
restricted to water
12. Adders: A 'ball' of five were seen by Richard Carpenter in Botley Woods on Mar 26 still sociable after communal hibernation? or was this a mating frenzy?
13. Slow-worm: Not in a ball but a total of 9 seen by Richard in Botley Woods on Mar 26
Fri 1 Apr

D. Garden goodies
Today brought the first singing Willow Warbler within earshot of my garden, heard in the
early evening as it made its way north through the willows lining the old Hayling Billy rail
line which runs behind my garden.

Earlier in the day my second Brimstone of the year had flown through the garden, and in
the afternoon I took a visiting relative to have a look at Langstone Harbour from
Broadmarsh. The tide was high and we were able to see some 30 Brent, a dozen or more
Mergansers (males displaying in the sunlight), three or four Wigeon, a couple of
Shelduck and several boatloads of Turnstone (spending high tide on boats moored off
the Broadmarsh shore.
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C. Around Havant north of the railway
I took a short walk this morning from home north over the New Lane level crossing with the old
Havant cemetery as my first port of call. Before getting there I already had my first
Spanish Bluebell flowers and half open flowers on Oxford Ragwort on my list and in
the cemetery I found a lovely display of Early Dog Violets covering a substantial area
of the ground - these had the requisite straight spurs behind the flowers, coloured a
deeper violet than the pale petals but on a grave nearby were very similar pale flowers
but with thick, upturned, white spurs which must have been my first Common Dog
Violets (though perhaps the two species growing in close proximity had hybridised).
Also flowering in the cemetery were several patches of Field Woodrush (often called
Good Friday grass or Sweep’s Brush) - this was a first for me.
Around the cemetery the Lime tree leaf buds were bursting and later in the walk I found
Horse Chestnut trees which not only had semi-open leaves but were also holding up
‘unlit candles’ of flowers.
Continuing north past the New Lane allotments I saw a large patch of Common Fumitory
in flower, and after turning west through the area which is now sprouting new NHS
hospitals (of one sort or another) I came on my first patch of Spotted Medick in flower.
Outside the Havant Health Centre the Lesser Periwinkle in the southern hedge of the site
is at its best and passing the southern forecourt of the railway station I enjoyed the mass of
brightly flowered Common Storksbill. In Waterloo Road the Common Whitlowgrass
has not yet gone to seed while on the old wall of St Faith’s Church Hall the Cornsalad has
not yet shown any flowers. Just after passing the Hall I found the Rue-leaved Saxifrage
in the East Pallant now has tiny white flowers numbered in hundreds - well worth seeing,
and if you do so don’t miss the Great Forget-me-not (which I see is called Siberian
Bugloss in the new Fitter, Fitter and Blamey but even they agree it is still to be known as
Brunnera macrophyla)
Back in my own garden two self-sown plants of Honesty now have glorious flowers and in
my back-garden small yellow stars can be seen on Yellow Oxalis (Oxalis corniculata
name Procumbent Yellow-sorrel in the Hants Flora)

D. (Thu3103) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
1. Little Grebe: Simon Woolley found two nests on the Itchen at Winchester on Mar 28,
one of them already had an egg in it.
2. Shag: I have always thought of these as relatively sedentary birds but a number of
recent reports of them moving east through the channel probably indicate that birds
which breed on the northern coasts of Norway and up into arctic Russia are now
moving back after wintering in the English Channel or further south. I recently reported
news of an unprecedented flock of more than 70 being seen in the Sandown Bay area
of the IoW on Mar 7, and then another batch of 30 going past St Catherine's Point on
Mar 25. Current reports include a count of 29 passing St Catherine's Point (including a
single flock of 22 birds).
3. Bittern: Mark Rolfe was lucky enough to watch one for a whole hour when he was at
Titchfield Haven on Mar 27. He says the bird was fishing by wiggling the tip of its bill in

the water surface, either stirring up small prey by disturbance or attracting prey out of
curiosity at the movement. Mark saw the bird catch at least one Newt.
4. Little Egret: Although Egret numbers are now at their lowest ebb away from their
breeding colonies (I think most of them still leave this country to nest abroad) I am
intrigued to hear from Tony Gutteridge that on both of his first two visits to the
Warblington farm fields for this year's CBC (Common Bird Census) he has come on
clusters of 15 Egrets in one particular area. In looking at recent reports of them from
elsewhere I am reminded of another outsianding question about them which occurred
to me during last year's Egret roost survey - the question concerns the number of
Egrets which are regularly seen in the Bembridge Harbour area which is a good
distance from the only reported IoW Egret roosts on the north shore of the Island. On
Mar 22 this year 8 Egrets were counted in Bembridge Harbour, a slight increase on the
average of half a dozen that could be seen there in the first few months of last year
(though on Mar 21 last year the count was 16, and in the autumn the count on Oct 4
was 23). I can only assume that it is the shortage of muddy sheltered harbours around
the south and east coasts of the IoW which causes the Egrets to fly long distances to
Bembridge but I still have the feeling that a night roost or even a breeding colony could
be hidden away in the Bembridge hinterland.
5. Spoonbill: Mark Rolfe tells us that the Titchfield Haven bird was still being reported
there on Mar 27 (where it arrived on Mar 13)
6. Pale-bellied Brent: One of these was seen by Trevor Carpenter while walking round
Thorney Island in fog on Mar 28. Very few Brent are now with us and it seems that all
the Brant have gone.
7. Teal: A count of 18 in Emsworth Harbour on Mar 27 was the largest I have heard of
this week.
8. Mallard: The majority of the 14 ducklings which appeared on Langstone Pond on Mar
24 were still there on Mar 28.
9. Goosander: Eight were still on Ibsley Water in the Avon valley on Mar 28
10. Ruddy Duck: On Mar 27 David Thelwell saw two males on the lake at The Vyne
National Trust property just north of Basingstoke. I could not recall having heard of
them there before but I see that Dave Pearson found a pair there in August last year.
11. Red Kite: An interesting report from Dungeness on Mar 27 is of a Kite flying in from
the sea, landing on the shingle, but then flying off south again. I have often wondered
if some of the birds we see along the south coast do come of their own volition (not
under duress from English Nature). Three others of which we might ask that question
this week were seen at Selsey Bill on Mar 27 (an untagged bird), at Portland Bill also
on Mar 27 and flying east over Brighton on Mar 28.
12. Buzzard: The collective term a 'kettle of Buzzards' is used again by the Christchurch
Ornithological Group to describe a single group of 11 Buzzards spiralling in a single
thermal like bubbles rising in a boiling kettle. A less 'warm' Buzzard was circling over
the Warblington farm fields on the morning of Mar 29 when mist, low cloud and little
wind seemed to preclude the normal soaring flight of a Buzzard though this one
seemed to have no difficulty in keeping airborne and at the same time avoiding the
close attention of a Crow.
13. Osprey: Mar 24 saw the arrival of the first four Ospreys (two in Hampshire and two in
Sussex) and we now have news of one over Newtown Harbour on the IoW on Mar 26
to supplement the one in the Adur valley that day.
14. Stone Curlew: First of the year was at Portland on Mar 17 and a second was in the
Brighton area on Mar 18 but it was still a great thrill for the few observers who saw it
when one flew into the Sandy Point reserve on Hayling Island on Mar 30. Not only was

it seen in the air (I think it was spotted by Andy Johnson) but soon after it had landed it
was seen searching the ground for much needed food.
15. Little Ringed Plover: Two were still at Ibsley Water in the Avon valley on Mar 28
(four had arrived there on Mar 21) and they are still in view at Dungeness where they
also arrived on Mar 21. So far the only other site at which they have been seen is
Pulborough Brooks but I am hopefully awaiting news that they are back at the
Chichester pits.
16. Black-tailed Godwit: While numbers of these are noticeably reduced in most places
there are still plenty to be seen at some sites - on Mar 27 there were still more than 250
a Keyhaven and 154 in Christchurch Harbour but Brian Fellows was surprised to find
32 still in Emsworth Harbour on Mar 27 and I could only see one bird on the Langstone
village shore on Mar 29. I think a fair number of the birds do not make the trip to
Iceland but remain here, and last year I see that Russell Wynn gave peak counts at the
Lymington Marshes of 210 in March, 140 in April and 230 in May while there were still
up to 97 at Titchfield Haven in June.
17. Bar-tailed Godwit: On Mar 23 the Portland Observatory reported a very early start to
the passage of these birds with a group of 55 going east past the Bill.
18. Whimbrel: Last spring the main passage of these birds seems to have started on Apr
11 but the very first report was of one passing Bexhill on Mar 31 and on Apr 2 a
minimum of 17 went past Seaford. This year that first forerunner may have been at
Christchurch Harbour on Mar 28 when the 'first of the year' was seen there
19. Curlew: Hugh Venables reports his hearing of 'Curlew song' from Matley bog in the
New Forest on Mar 28
20. Spotted Redshank: The bird at the Church Norton Severals was still there on Mar 26
and one was still in Bembridge Harbour on Mar 27
21. Redshank: David Thelwell found 12 on the flooded fields at The Vyne (Basingstoke)
on Mar 27 and while he does not say so I guess these may have been birds back there
with the intention of nesting rather than just passing through. Numbers on the
Langstone shore seem much diminished now thouugh Brian Fellows still found 86 in
Emsworth Harbour on Mar 27
22. Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was still at the Cockle Pond on Mar 26
23. Iceland Gull: On Mar 29 Peter Raby saw the Gosport bird and noted that there was
no trace of grey in its primary tips, seemingly ruling out the earlier suggestion that it
was a Kumlien's Gull. There were regular reports of this bird’s presence at Gosport
from Jan 2 to Feb 12 this year, then no mention of it until this latest sighting. In the
intervening gap there were almost daily reports of what sounded to be a very similar
bird in the Brighton area from Mar 1 to 15 (along with all the discussion of whether it
was a Kumlien's or not), then on Mar 26 what was described as a probable third winter
Kumlien's Gull appeared at the night roost on the Burrowes Pit at Dungeness. Now,
with that trail of an increasingly likely Kumlien's Gull moving east becoming more and
more firm, this bird re-appears at Gosport and shows it is not a Kumlien's!
24. Sandwich Tern: By Mar 26 there were 130 of these at Dungeness and on Mar 28 the
count at Dungeness was 325. Not surprisingly Mar 28 also brought the first report of
one in Langstone Harbour rather than passing up channel - it was seen off the Milton
shore by Ian Thirlwell.
25. Common Tern: In my last reports I said that the first Hampshire bird had been seen,
not on the coast but at Fleet Pond on Mar 23 (one day after the very first report of one
for the year - at Dungeness). Further reports of them came from Dungeness on Mar
24, 26 and 27 with none so far from Sussex. Mar 28 brought a report of two seen off
the Lymington Marshes.

26. Little Owl: On Mar 29 Tony Gutteridge found a bird back at what used to be a regular
place to get an easy 'tick' in the Havant area - the big oak tree just east of the old
Rectory close to the north side of the tarmac section of Pook Lane connecting
Warblington Church Lane to the old unmade Pook Lane. I think most hole nesting
raptors which have a choice of nest sites rotate their use of them, and when the debris
and associated parasites have built up in a particular nest site (after a couple of year's
use) they leave that site for a few years to let the parasites die out before returning to it.
Hopefully Tony's sighting means that the local Little Owls have come back to this site
which has easy public viewing.
27. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Rob Edmunds, living in north Hampshire at Fleet, has
had the luck of not only seeing one of these woodpeckers in trees visible from his
garden (on Mar 27) but then on the next day seeing all three woodpecker species in a
small copse near the Basingstoke Canal at Crookham village
28. Sand Martin: The first report of them flying around old nest holes comes from
Christchurch Harbour on Mar 25.
29. Swallow: News of three flying over Sandy Point on Hayling on Mar 30 was the latest
of 29 reports which I now have in my database for this year (seven of them from
Hampshire).
30. House Martin: Only four reports of these have reached me so far and only the latest
(of two over the River Test near Mottisfont on Mar 28) is from Hampshire.
31. Tree Pipit: The first definite report of this species is of one over the Hastings Country
Park on Mar 28 though there is a probable report of one in the Ashdown Forest on Mar
25 - the observer in that case was honest enough to say that he heard a Pipit in song
flight but was not certain of the species and my guess would be that if a Tree Pipit was
back in such a well watched site others would have heard it and reported it so my vote
is for Meadow Pipit.
32. Water Pipit: Mar 28 brought reports of nine of these at both Christchurch Harbour
and Lymington Marshes - possible the same small group passing through?
33. Yellow Wagtail: The third report which I have heard of this year was a single bird at
Christchurch Harbour on Mar 25 and the fourth report comes from Dungeness where
five birds arrived on Mar 28. Still none in Hampshire though the very first of the year
was quite close (over Pagham Harbour on Mar 16)
34. Waxwing: There were still 30 birds in Fleet (north Hampshire) on Mar 27 and 10 in
Southampton on Mar 28 plus a small group in Liss (north of Petersfield) also on Mar 28
35. Black Redstart: One near the Hayling Black Point lifeboat station on Mar 27 could
have been a new arrival rather than the one which has been wintering on the Eastoke
promenade.
36. Common Redstart: The first have already been reported back in the New Forest on
Mar 26 (at both Denny Wood and Bramshaw Wood) and more reports from Denny
Wood came on Mar 27 and 28.
37. Stonechat: The first report of Stonechat song comes from Ashdown Forest on Mar
26.
38. Ring Ouzel: Dungeness is the fifth site to report this species this year - their first
arrived on Mar 27. Dorset, the IoW, Sussex and Kent all have had their first but so far
none have reached Hampshire...
39. Cetti's Warbler: One was heard at Langstone Mill Pond over the Easter weekend by
Tony Gutteridge - first report from there this year.

40. Sedge Warbler: Two new reports, one from Dungeness on Mar 25 and one from
Christchurch Harbour on Mar 28, bring the number of sites at which they have been
heard (since the first at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18) to five.
41. Willow Warbler: I now have 35 reports from all the south coast counties and only
regret that I have not yet heard one for myself!
42. Pied Flycatcher: A male was in Hampshire on Mar 26 (at Whitten Pond out in the
Holmsley Walk area of open Forest south of Burley) following the first of the year in the
West Dean Woods north of Chichester on Mar 25.
43. Blue Tit: I see that one flew in over the Needles on Mar 27 in company with a Great
Tit and a Goldcrest - I wonder where they had come from and how many of them
regularly migrate overseas? Another Blue Tit report worth a mention here comes from
Mike Collins who was in Leigh Park Gardens (Havant) on Mar 28 and was intrigued by
the sight of a Blue Tit with a bright yellow face. He says some others in the area had
the yellowing to a greater or lesser degree and wonders if it was a local plumage
variation. It will be interesting if the same bird is seen again showing the same colour
as my guess would be that it had acquired the colour through close encounter with one
or more of the golden 'pussy paws' that are heavily laden with pollen at the moment,
and that the colour will not survive the next bird bath.
44. Tree Sparrow: Although there were a few in Kent and around Rye Harbour up to mid
February there has been no mention of them anywhere since Feb 19 until one was
seen at Dungeness on Mar 20 and two were found roosting in a hedge at Hastings on
Mar 28.
45. Brambling: The flock of more than 300 which were in the Aldershot area on Feb 22
and the 350 in Alice Holt Forest on Mar 13 have all but left - on Mar 29 the count from
Aldershot (Rushmoor arena area) was 19 and there are no recent reports from Alice
Holt. Reports of up to 20 birds are still coming from the Bolderwood and Denny Wood
areas of the New Forest but they will have gone by the time you get there!
46. Serin: In addition to the single bird over Beachy Head on Mar 26 I see that another
flew over Brighton Marina that day. Since then Tony Wilson has had one on Mar 28
singing for all of five minutes in his new garden at Edburton (north foot of the Downs
north of Shoreham)
47. Siskin: These have definitely given us a miss this winter (though I have heard a
rumour that our loss was balanced by an excess of them over in Europe). Unlike the
total of just 12 reports of them in February (traditionally the peak month for them in our
gardens) there were 25 reports in March but only three of these was of more than 10
birds (11 at Dungeness on 18 Mar, 21 at Folkestone on 12 Mar, and the 50 in John
Simon's Ash tree at Dean Lane End, Finchdean on 18 Mar)
48. Linnet: Trevor Carpenter says that he "had a flock of 70 Linnets yesterday (Mar 27) at
Old Winchester Hill and a flock of 115 today (Mar 28) on Thorney Island." He goes on
to ask .. "Can anybody explain why birds flock in such numbers at a time of year when
they should be trying to find a mate and a good breeding spot. Is it that they are non
breeding birds or is it that they leave it late?" My own answer to this question would be
twofold. Firstly I understand that March and especially April are the months in which
food for seed-eaters is at is scarcest, so if flocking helps to find food one would expect
hungry birds to form flocks then. Secondly, Linnets are social breeders so being in a
flock is an encouragement, not a deterrent, to breeding (and if you want the best
choice of mates why not look for them in a flock rather than hoping to find a solitary
spinster). On a more serious note I learnt last year that Corn Buntings operate in both
flock and territorial mode at the same time - during the early months of the year they
regularly spend part of each day feeding in a flock and when they are no longer hungry

they fly off to do a few hours territorial singing at their separate but nearby breeding
places.
49. Ortolan Bunting: One birder claims to have seen one at Dungeness on Mar 28 but
when others went to confirm the sighting the bird had flown - maybe it will turn up on
your patch?
PLANTS
1. Wild Bluebells: Jim Berry found the first flowers open in Lowton’s Copse (north of
Clanfield on the southwest slope of Butser Hill) on Mar 28
2. Toothwort: Clumps of this were found by Jim Berry at both the east and west ends of
the main footpath through Lowton’s Copse on Mar 28
3. Slender Speedwell (V. filiformis): already flowering in Shawfield Avenue off Wade
Court Road in Havant on Mar 29
4. Spotted Medick: One clump had flowers by the roadside in Leigh Park on Mar 31
5. Field Woodrush (aka Good Friday Grass or Sweep's Brush): Flowering in Leigh Park
on Mar 31
6. Spanish Bluebells: Also out in Leigh Park on Mar 31
7. Common Dog Violet: What appeared to be flowers of this species (with thick white
upturned spurs) were out on graves in the old Havant Cemetery on New Lane with a
mass of Early Dog Violet spreading over the ground in the same cemetery.
8. Common Storksbill: Now flowering well in the 'flowerbeds' outside Havant railway
station.
9. Wood Anemone: By Mar 28 Jim Berry was able to report a 'good show' of these from
Lowton's Copse, Clanfield.
10. Honesty: The first flowers on this appeared on selfsown plants in my Havant garden
on Mar 30
11. Grey Willow: Brian Fellows found this in flower at Brook Meadow in Emsworth by Mar
26
12. Giant Horsetail: Three or four fertile spikes of these big Horsetails (eventually
growing to a metre or so high) could be seen on Mar 29 where the pulbic path from
Warblington Church to Emsworth crosses the main stream just east of the cemetery
INSECTS
1. Butterflies:
•

Holly Blue: Adrian Hoskins saw the first for this year when on Beacon Hill in the
Meon Valley on Mar 27 and Sue Clark saw the second near her home in Lower
Froyle near Alton on Mar 28

•

Small White: Following the firsts for the year on Mar 18 and 19 there were two
sightings on Mar 25 in Emsworth and Bournemouth, another at Cadnam in the New
Forest on Mar 26. On Mar 28 Andrew Brookes saw a female egg-laying at
Portchester (near Fareham) and another was out in the Botley Woods.

2. Moths: Another Hummingbird Hawkmoth was seen by Brian Fletcher in the
Harestock area of Winchester on Mar 26, and new species for the year list have been
...
•

Balsam Carpet: Tim Walker had the first of these at Winchester on Mar 26

•

Brindled Beauty: Nick Montegriffo was the finder of the first at Sherborne St John
(Basingstoke) on the same night

3. Beetles:
•

Green Tiger Beetle: many of these were out and hunting at Hastings country park
on Mar 26

•

Flea Beetle (Altica oleracea): Brian Fellows found this species active again at
Brook Meadow in Emsworth on Mar 26

4. Bee-fly: Although these had appeared at Hastings as early as Mar 19 the first for
Hampshire was at Botley Woods on Mar 28
OTHER
1. Hare: I have the impression that these are becoming fewer in our area year by year so
a recent report of one in the Watergate area between Walderton and West Marden
made me have a look at the number of sightings that I have heard of this year. That
number was just seven, the number in the same three months last year was ten and in
the first three months of 2003 it was twelve. Certainly not scientific proof but it does
support my feeling.
2. Adder: Giles Darvil saw the second Adder which I have heard of this year on the
Lymington marshes on Mar 27 and says that it was fairly fat. It could well have been a
female as these are generally fatter than the males though of course it could have
been any adder which had just swallowed a good meal. I checked whether it could
have been a gravid female but see that they do not give birth until late summer (they
mate in April, but I read that females on average only give birth every second year).
Tue 29 Mar

C. Common Bird Census at Warblington Farm
With rain promised for later in the day I made an early start on our second CBC visit of this
season to Warblington Farm and managed to complete my three hour circuit of the
southern fields before the rain started.
Being earlier than usual gave me three clear views of Foxes still out hunting, and while the
dim light under low cloud limited visibility over the harbour I think there was little to see out
there (a couple of Shelduck, a few Curlew and a dozen Brent with plenty of gulls though
up to 500 of these were again holding a party in the fields near Pook Lane with at least two
Med Gulls among them). I saw more Curlew - at least a dozen - on one of the central
fields which has recently been sprayed with slurry, providing breakfast for the Curlew and
well over 50 Wood Pigeons plus half a dozen Magpies and at least one Pied Wagtail.
Best birds were two Blackcaps in song - these were certainly migrant arrivals. One was
unseen in Nore Barn wood, the other showed itself in a cottage garden along Church
Lane. A few Chiffchaffs were also singing but sadly I heard no Skylarks at all over the
southern fields - there was just one over the big northern field.
The most surprising bird was a Buzzard being harrassed by a Crow. I cannot recall
recording Buzzard during the CBC visits although they must nowadays often fly over the
farm, and Buzzard was one of the least likely birds to be seen in todays cool overcast
conditions - luckily it was seen by Tony Gutteridge’s wife Helen as I doubt I would have
seen it for myself. Just after watching it I did see a male Kestrel slip out of a nearby tree
after I disturbed its rest, and later Tony Gutteridge saw a Little Owl back in a tree that will
be familiar to many locals from regular sightings in past years (though not the last two) this is just east of the Old Rectory, close to the north side of tarmaced section of Pook
Lane (connecting the old Pook Lane to Church Lane).
Two new ‘flowering’ plants went on my year list today - fertile spikes of Giant Horsetail
had started to push up beside the path joining Warblington Church to Nore Barn (where
the path crosses the stream just east of the church) and later in the morning I found
Slender Speedwell (V. filiformis) in flower in Shawfield Close off Wade Court Road.

The latter find came during a visit to Langstone to put up the Nature Notes posters for last
week. Nothing much else seen on that round but I did have 35 Brent still on the
Langstone village shore (with just one Black-tailed Godwit) and saw a total of 8 Egrets.
At Langstone pond the Swan was not sitting - perhaps she has not laid her full clutch yet and I did not see the family of Mallard ducklings which I am told were still on view
yesterday (and a Cetti’s Warbler was also heard there yesterday).
Mon 28 Mar

C. Waxwings in Liss
I myself had to drive to Cambridge and back today so did not have time for local birding
(though I did enjoy the first strong dawn chorus in the garden - mainly Blackbirds - before
leaving) but when I got back Tony Gutteridge told me he had by chance seen his first small
flock of Waxwings in Liss (north of Petersfield) when he noticed an out of place birder with
a telescope on the village street (was that you?)
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR MAR 21 - 27 (WEEK 12)
BIRDS
128.
Divers: Among those now leaving us I see that 114 Red-throated went past
Dungeness on Mar 22 and 3 Great Northern flew by Selsey Bill on Mar 26.
129.
Red-necked Grebe: The local bird was seen again at the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on Mar 23 and 24. On Mar 26 it was off Selsey Bill.
130.
Slavonian Grebe: Two were still off Lymington marshes on Mar 23 (one of
them showing summer plumage) and on Mar 26 five birds were off Selsey Bill
131.
Black-necked Grebe: On Mar 26 one of these was in the Pagham Harbour
Long Pool (just across the road from the Ferry Pool)
132.
Shag: A total of 30 were seen to fly east past St Catherine's Point on the IoW
on Mar 25 (including two flocks each of nine birds)
133.
Bittern: The recently updated Titchfield Haven website shows that one was still
there on Mar 23, and Richard Carpenter tells me that a Bittern was seen by Jane
Humphry flying north over the Botley Woods on Mar 18
134.
Spoonbill: It now seems less likely that the bird flying east at Selsey Bill on Mar
21 came from Titchfield Haven as one was still being reported there up to Mar 25.
135.

Mute Swan: The Langsstone Pond bird was sitting on her nest on Mar 21

136.
Bewick's Swans: Four of these dropped in at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 18 what was probably the same group had been seen downstream near Arundel on Mar
5.
137.
Barnacle Geese: The Baffins Gang are up to their usual tricks again - after
returning to Baffins Pond on Mar 18 all eight birds and the hybrid were back at
Titchfield Haven on Mar 25.
138.
Brent Goose: A count of 2500 flying east past Dungeness on Mar 21 seems to
have been the peak of their passage. Over 1000 were seen passing Seaford on that
same day. On Mar 22 the totals had dropped to 340 passing Dungeness and just 39
passing Seaford. On Mar 23 although another 105 went by Dungeness there were still
338 to be seen at Keyhaven.
139.
Mandarin: Two more reports of these birds on the wing, perhaps looking for
suitable tree nest holes, come from the lower Test valley (two birds over Lee hamlet on

Mar 24) and from Hastings (where three were at Hurst Wood near the Powder Mill
reservoir on Mar 25).
140.
Mallard: The first family of ducklings to appear on Langstone Mill Pond were
first seen on Mar 24 - most of the initial hatch of 14 babies were still alive on Mar 26
141.

Eider: Still 74 off shore at Titchfield Haven on Mar 26

142.
Goosander: On Mar 23 one was on the sea just off Sandy Point (Hayling
Island) and three were seen that day on Ibsley Water in the Avon valley.
143.
Marsh Harrier: A female was at Titchfield Haven on Mar 23 and a male was
seen from the Needles heading north east up the west Solent on Mar 26
144.
Goshawk: These are known to be established in the New Forest and we have
two interesting sightings on successive days (Mar 25 and 26). One tells of seeing what
was probably a Goshawk soaring high in the air with seven or more Buzzards and the
second is of a bird soaring with 8 Buzzards too high to be seen with the naked eye
(only spotted when using binoculars to look at an aeroplane and seeing the birds by
chance). In both cases the Goshawk was only picked out by its slighter smaller size
than the surrounding Buzzards.
145.
Buzzard: On Mar 23 a total of more than 19 Buzzards could be seen over
Bratley Plain in the New Forest (north side of A31 not far east of Picket Post) and on
Mar 25 a group of 14 were seen in the air together over the Titchfield area.
146.
Osprey: A list of five reports mark their return to England. Four reports were
dated Mar 24 and were of birds at (1) the Marwell Trout Fishery (west of Bishops
Waltham), (2) flying north east over Woolmer Pond near Alton, (3) coming in from the
sea over Brighton and (4) going north east up the Royal Military Canal at Winchelsea
on the Sussex/Kent border. The fifth report is of a single bird seen on Mar 26 following
the R Adur north over West Sussex.
147.
Peregrine: The first egg was laid in the Sussex Heights tower block nestbox at
Brighton on Mar 24 (a week later than last year) and on that day the female at
Chichester Cathedral was still scraping out her nest with no eggs seen yet. On the
previous day the male at Chichester was seen to make an abortive food pass to the
female while a Buzzard was drifting over the cathedral spire.
148.
Lanner Falcon?: On Mar 22 Mike Collins watched a large falcon with very
pale underparts and long thinnish wings fly over the Goodwood estate near
Chichester.
149.
Avocet: On Mar 23 there were 4 Avocet at Titchfield Haven and 3 were seen
there on Mar 25
150.
Stone Curlew: After the first at Portland on Mar 17, Mar 18 brought the second
report of one for this year, seen flying east over the Roedean area of Brighton
151.
Little Ringed Plover: After the firsts of the year arrived jointly in Hampshire
(Ibsley) and Kent (Dungeness) on Mar 21, Sussex had its first with one at Pulborough
Brooks on Mar 23 and three were seen again at Ibsley that day,
152.
Little Stint: A single bird was in the Black Point high tide roost on Hayling on
Mar 24
153.
Sandwich Tern: The flow of birds up the channel was sufficient to take 206 of
them past Dungeness on Mar 21 and 216 on Mar 22, so it was not surprising that more
than 6 were off Sandy Point on Mar 23
154.
Common Tern: First of the year were two off Dungeness on Mar 22 with 3
feeding there on Mar 23 when the first Hampshire bird was recorded (inland at Fleet
Pond) - none so far on the Hampshire or Sussex coast.

155.
Barn Owl: The first egg was laid in the nest box at the Pulborough Brooks
visitor centre on Mar 23 (ten days earlier than last year)
156.
Short-eared Owl: Now starting to return from winter quarters? Mar 25 brought
one to the West High Down on the IoW and on Mar 26 one appeared in a quarry on
Portland Bill
157.
Hoopoe: These can turn up at almost any time of year but are always a
pleasant surprise when they do - on Mar 23 one was seen in a field with horses across
the road from the Salt House at Pagham (just before the start of the open North Walls)
158.
Sand Martin: Now being widely seen though not everyone has been as
fortunate as Ian Pibworth who (during his dawn to dusk watch over the Testwood
Lakes near Totton on Mar 24) saw 84 head northwest overhead during the day and
then counted 84 coming to roost there in the evening.
159.
Swallow: Latest sightings are of from the IoW (West High Down) and Selsey
Bill on Mar 26, St Catherine's Point and Portland Bill on Mar 25, and Testwood Lakes
and Dungeness on Mar 24.
160.
House Martin: Two were over Hastings country park on Mar 23 but no more
since then.
161.
Water Pipit: Simon Woolley found the first good flock of the spring with a count
of 19 at the Lower Test Marshes on Mar 25
162.
Yellow Wagtail: Following the very early sighting of one going over Pagham
Harbour on Mar 16 the second for the year was reported from Hastings on Mar 24.
163.
Waxwing: The thirteen new reports I have seen of these for the three days
Mar 23 - 25 include a flock of 50 in the Portswood area of Southampton on Mar 24 and
a flock of 30 in Totton on Mar 25
164.
Nightingale: The first of the year was singing from a wet Alder copse by the
River Adur just north of the Sussex Downs on Mar 25 and a second was heard at
Pulborough Brooks on Mar 26.
165.
Black Redstart: Among eleven reports of these in the last three days, mostly
new arrivals, is one report from the Eastoke Promenade near Sandy Point on Hayling probably the long staying winter bird still settled there.
166.
Common Redstart: The 'possible' report of one on Mar 18 has been
superceded by the certainty of three new arrivals. On Mar 24 Andy Johnson had a
'cracking male' at Sandy Point on Hayling and on Mar 26 two more were in the New
Forest - one at Denny Wood and one at Bramshaw Wood.
167.
Ring Ouzel: Mar 23 brought three new reports from the Worthing Golf Course,
Ashdown Forest, and Portland Bill
168.

Fieldfare: A flock of 30 were still to be seen at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 22

169.
Redwing: The last report so far of a flock was of 15 roosting at the Testwood
Lakes on Mar 24
170.
Mistle Thrush: Derek Hale extends my knowledge of bird behaviour when he
reports two of these aggressive thrushes engaged in a 'courtship chase' at Quarr
Abbey on the IoW on Mar 24
171.
Sedge Warbler: Following the slightly (but I think un-necessarily) disputed first
report of one at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18 there have been reports of them singing in
two other places. On Mar 20 one was heard at Weymouth and on Mar 25 one was
singing at Rye Harbour.

172.
Blackcap: More evidence in favour of migrant arrivals comes from Mike
Collins, who heard one on the Langstone South Moors on Mar 25, and from Brian
Fellows who heard one singing strongly in the Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth
that day (both sites have not revealed winter residents this winter). Mar 26 brought a
wave of immigrants - at Portland Bill there were said to be a few of them everywhere
you went - others were by the Titchfield Haven canal, on the West High Down of the
IoW and at Lewes Brooks.
173.
Willow Warbler: Sixteen new reports of these have come in since Tom
Bickerton found two by the Beaulieu River on Mar 21. On Mar 23 they were singing at
Beachy Head, in Ashdown Forest, on the Isle of Wight and at Keyhaven. Mar 24
brought reports from Hook/Warsash, Romsey area, Portland (first of year there). Mar
25 saw one by the Titchfield Canal Path, another on Sinah Common (Hayling), four
birds at Portland and five on the IoW. Three more were seen on Mar 26 but at previous
sites.
174.
Spotted Flycatcher: I have seen just one mention of one being at Pulborough
Brooks (not reported by the reserve staff!) on Mar 26 and I await further confirmation of
this one - if anything I would think it would be a female Pied Flycatcher.
175.
Pied Flycatcher: A male (surely unmistakeable) was reported anonymously
from the West Dean Woods north of Chichester - the date was Mar 25 (previous
'earliest ever' for Sussex was Apr 1 though in Hampshire one was seen on 26 Mar
1996)
176.
Willow Tit: Song was heard by the Powdermill reservoir just north of Hastings
on Mar 25
177.
Treecreeper: John Goodspeed was lucky enough to see one in the
Hookheath area north of Portsdown on Mar 22 and Derek Hale heard one singing on
the IoW on Mar 24 (first song heard Mar 8). Over in East Sussex Cliff Dean had five
Treecreepers in Ashes Wood near Hastings.
178.
Hooded Crow: One reported to have been at the Westgate Leisure Centre in
Chichester on Mar 23. While I know these birds come down the east coast to be seen
in Kent in winter they are very rare in Hampshire though I see that March is the peak
month for them to appear in Hampshire (as many as 12 birds seen in 40 years!)
179.
Serin: The first of the year for the south coast flew over Beachy Head on Mar
26. It was a male and it's bright colours were seen well against a blue sky while its
jingling notes could be heard as it made a circuit and then flew south again.
PLANTS
27. Marsh Marigold: Richard Carpenter found the first flowers of the spring season at
Titchfield Haven on Mar 25 and John Goodspeed was just one day behind in finding
them in the Purbrook area north of Portsdown
28. Wood Anemones: Not the very first but a nice early find on Mar 22 by John
Goodspeed in the Hookheath nature reserve by the Wallington River flowing along the
north foot of Portsdown
29. Common Dog Violet: Found by John Goodspeed in the Purbrook area north of
Portsdown on Mar 26.
30. Field Pansy: Also found by John on Mar 26
31. Great Stitchwort: Richard Carpenter was the first to find these at Titchfield Haven on
Mar 21. John Goodspeed was not far behind with some at Purbrook on Mar 26
32. Cowslip: The first wild flower was out on Portsdown on Mar 20, seen by John
Goodspeed in the Fort Purbrook area. Richard Carpenter found the next in the
Brownwich area west of Titchfield Haven on Mar 21.

33. Moschatel: This was out in the Hookheath nature reserve for John Goodspeed on
Mar 22
34. Glaucous Sedge: Found by John Goodspeed in the Purbrook area on Mar 26
INSECTS
11. Pond Skater: Richard Carpenter found these 'on the go' at Whiteley Pastures (Botley
Woods) on Mar 19
12. Butterflies: Plenty more of the 'old favourites' but new to the scene was a single
Small Copper seen in the Boscombe area of Bournemouth by Mike Skelton on Mar
23. Also in Bournemouth on the same day Mike Gibbons saw the third Small White of
the year on the Southbourne undercliff.
13. Moths: New for the year list were ...
•

Acleris sparsana: a tortrix species found in Greywell near Fleet on Mar 23

•

Agonopterix ocellana: another micro found at Greywell on Mar 23

•

The Streamer: Found in Butter Wood near Greywell on Mar 25

•

Netted Pug: One appeared on Richard Moore's windowsill at Catherington on Mar
25

•

Turnip Moth: Only seen so far in the Scilly Isles on Mar 22

•

Lead Coloured Drab: Came to moth-light on Pennington Marshes on Mar 24

•

Powdered Quaker: Also at Pennington on Mar 24

•

Brown House-moth: Also at Pennington on Mar 24

•

Chamomile Shark: Taken by Sarah Patton at Chichester on Mar 21 - she says
this is a very early date.

•

Red Sword-grass: A rarity taken by Steve Nash at his home in Oxfordshire on Mar
21

14. Hummingbird Hawkmoth: By Mar 26 I already have 15 reports of this 'summer
migrant' in my database. I suspect these are all insects which have hibernated here
rather than new migrants. Two local reports this week are from Theo Roberts who had
one nectaring in his Cosham garden on Mar 22 and from Mike Collins who saw one in
the grounds of Goodwood House on Mar 23
15. Pine Ladybird: Among the many common Ladybirds now coming out of hibernation
Richard Carpenter found one of these in his home area at Hill Head.
16. Drone Fly: The earliest of the Hoverflies (probably emerging from hibernation).
Richard Carpenter tells me small numbers of these are now on the wing
OTHER
14. Mole: Bob Chapman raises an interesting question about the distribution of Moles and
suggests that while most places are covered with Molehills at this time of year
(especially in damp, but not waterlogged, soil - easy to dig and having many worms)
the Moles are absent from others partly because the soil is not suitable but also
because of difficulties Moles have in moving from place to place. Bob says that Moles
are not found on some offshore islands (though they are on the Isle of Wight) and he
wonders if there are any on Portsea Island? He is also interested to know why they are
present in some fields at Farlington Marshes but not in others which appear suitable?
Can anyone answer either question?
15. Adder: The first of the year to my knowledge was in Hastings country park on Mar 23

16. Grass Snakes: These have been seen since Mar 16 but I was interested in a report of
two or three seen in the Glyne Gap between Hastings and Bexhill on Mar 20 which was
accompanied by a photo of at least two inextricably coiled together and presumably
mating (which they do soon after emerging from hibernation)
17. Common Lizard: In my last set of reports I said that I did not know if last year's young
Lizards, now emerging from hibernation, still retained the black colour which
distinquishes the very young in the late summer soon after they have been born. I now
have the answer to this both on the Hollybank Woods website and in a personal email
from Andy Brook who maintains that site. On the website Andy says "The lizard below
in todays photo is a juvenile Common, the pale putty colouring with defined paler wide
stripes is different to the adult who generally display smoother putty / olive colour,
sometimes with darker flecks. Males will often have scattered dark spots or paler spots
which are dark edged along with more defined dark stripes. The female can also
exhibit narrow broken lines / narrow broken stripes along the back." I am now sure that
the black is of short duration but I have also learnt that there is more variation between
the sexes, age groups (and no doubt individuals) than I had realised.
18. Slow-worm: One was out in Botley Woods on Mar 19, the same date as the 'first of
year' individual I have already reported from the Hastings area
BIRDS
58. Great Crested Grebe: I expect any large winter flocks on the sea have now dispersed
- I have not heard of any along the Hampshire or Sussex coast this year other than
250+ seen off Pett Level on Feb 19 but I have just seen that there were 190 off
Folkestone as late as Mar 8
59. Red-necked Grebe: What is probable the bird which has been moving around the
Hampshire and IoW coast this winter, and was last seen from Hayling on Mar 14, was
seen off Selsey Bill on Mar 21 and was beginning to show summer plumage
60. Slavonian Grebe: Mike Rafter had one in summer plumage ('Horned Grebe').off
Inchmery Quay at the mouth of the Beaulieu river on Mar 22 and to make the sighting
even better there was a summer plumaged Black-necked Grebe with it.
61. Manx Shearwater: A single bird flew past Portland Bill on Mar 22 (only the fourth
report for the year so far)
62. Spoonbill: The bird which was at Titchfield Haven from Mar 13 to 19 may have left as
watchers at Selsey Bill on Mar 21 had one fly east low over their heads as it followed
the tideline east.
63. Mute Swan: The Langstone Mill Pond pen was on her nest on Mar 21 with the cob
peacefully resting at the other end of the pond. The nest will soon be invisible as the
reeds grow but the bird can currently be seen from the footpath where it passes the
Nature Notes posters on the Mill fence.
64. Other Swans: No news of the Bewick's at Ibsley since Mar 9 but a group of 7
Whooper's turned up at the RSPB Dungeness reserve on Mar 19 and were still there
next day. I also see that the Gosport Cockle Pond Black Swan was still there on Mar
12 during the WeBS count
65. Brent Geese: On Mar 21 I could only see six Brent when looking from Langstone
village but there were still more than 120 on the Langstone South Moors shore that day
(and 50 on the Keyhaven Marshes). Also on Mar 21 a total of 1075 flew east past
Splash Point at Seaford (between Brighton and Beachy Head).
66. Mandarin duck: These ducks nest in holes in trees, often some distance from water,
and during the breeding season, when not on their nests, they lurk and feed in

overgrown small ponds and ditches where they can remain overlooked. On Mar 20
John Simons watched a pair over South Holt farmland at Finchdean, heading for
Markwells Wood. In May last year Brian Fellows saw two at the Brick-kiln pond in
Stansted Forest - maybe this is the same pair back in our area searching for a nest
site?
67. Garganey: Following the first of year pair at Pagham on Mar 16 there were reports of
4 in the Chesil Beach area near Portland Bill and 4 passing Dungeness on Mar 20, and
on Mar 21 another 3 were passing Splash Point at Seaford.
68. Eider: Where there had been 80 or more off Titchfield Haven on Mar 13 only 30 were
seen there on Mar 19, maybe indicating that some of the flock have felt the urge of the
breeding season and flown north. Last year the flock there just topped 100 in mid Feb
and remained around 60 to 70 for most of March with a count of 70 on Mar 27 but only
11 on the next count on Apr 4 and never exceeded 37 in April or May (except for a one
day wonder of 126 on Apr 13).
69. Common Scoter: There seems to have been a substantial movement on Mar 20
when 161 were seen at Portland, 45 going east off Ventnor on the IoW, 111 passing
Folkestone and 196 seen flying east at Dungeness - Roger Webb even had 16
passing the South Parade Pier at Southsea that day. There may not have been as
many birders seawatching on Mar 21 but the movement was still continuing with a
count of 710 passing Spalsh Point at Seaford.
70. Velvet Scoter: None were seen among the Common Scoter on Mar 20 but four went
past Selsey Bill on Mar 21 (when another two passed Portland Bill.
71. Goosander: It may be that most of the wintering birds departed on Mar 15 as the only
report since then has been of a group of 5 (including one male) on Ibsley Water on Mar
21. These could well be intending to stay and breed in the Avon Valley as they have
probably done each year since 1998 (though there are only two confirmed reports of
breeding in the county - in 1998 and 2002 - if you believe the caption under the photo of
a family group in the 2002 HBR they also breed in 2001 though there is no other
confirmation of that in either the 2001 or 2002 report)
72. Peregrine: The first report of one perched close to the nestbox on top of the Sussex
Heights nest box in central Brighton comes from Bill Barber on Mar 19. No further
reports of them at Chichester Cathedral since one was seen there on Mar 8.
73. Grey Partridge: Possibly of local interest Dave Green saw a pair in the Chichester
area on Mar 19 in fields between Fishbourne and Apuldram, just south of the sewage
works
74. Avocet: Dave Green also saw one Avocet in the Fishbourne Channel on Mar 19
(when 3 were at Titchfield Haven). On Mar 20 a flock of 20 Avocet were at the
Dungeness RSPB reserve (not sure if they have been there through the winter or are
on passage heading our way) and on Mar 21 Tom Bickerton saw one by the Beaulieu
River.
75. Little Ringed Plover: Mar 21 saw the arrival of the first migrants - Ron King saw 4 in
the Ibsley area near Ringwood and a single bird turned up at Dungeness.
76. Golden Plover: Many seem to have already left the coast but a flock of over 500 was
at Dungeness on Mar 20.
77. Purple Sandpiper: Roger Webb had his best count for this winter at Southsea Castle
when he found 11 there on Mar 19 (and 10 still present on Mar 20) - eleven is exactly
the same number that Tim Doran saw there on Nov 21. This may well be a site record
though I see that in 2001 there were 10 birds seen there on Mar 5, 17 and 18. The IoW
has also had a good winter for them this year with a count of 17 at Bembridge Foreland
on Feb 5 - said to be the highest count for the Island for 9 years.

78. Woodcock: Yet another bird flushed locally - this one in the Finchdean area on Mar
20
79. Spotted Redshank: The group which numbered 9 birds at Normandy Marsh
(Lymington) on Mar 13 was down to just 5 on Mar 22 and one more was by the
Beaulieu River on Mar 21. Three were in the Yarmouth area of the IoW on Mar 19 and
one was still in Bembridge Harbour on Mar 20
80. Arctic Skua: One flew east past Seaford on Mar 21, probably ten days too early to
mark the start of the spring passage. Last year passage started in earnest on Apr 1
with seven different reports of them that day (including one of 5 birds off Selsey Bill).
81. Med Gull: A count of 31 on Mar 20 in Newtown Harbour on the IoW may well have
been birds intending to nest there - another count of 20 seen on Mar 21 at Thorness
Bay (only a couple of miles east of Newtown Harbour) could have been additional birds
intending to use the nature reserve in the Harbour.
82. Little Gull: From Jan 9 to Mar 20 the few reports of these gulls have all come from
East Sussex and Kent so 2 seen at Portland Bill on Mar 21 could be the signal for
further sightings along the central south coast. Last year the main passage got under
way on Apr 1 but prior to that there had been one at Chichester's Ivy Lake on Mar 22,
staying there and increasing to 4 birds by Mar 29.
83. Common Gull: I have already reported the sudden increase in numbers which
brought more than 320 to the Ryde shore on the IoW on Mar 17 but by Mar 20 their
passage brought 1700 of them to the mouth of the R Adur alongside Shoreham airport.
84. Sandwich Tern: By Mar 18 the number at Rye Harbour was up to 30. What may have
been the first migrant on the Hampshire shore was heard off Gilkicker Point by Peter
Raby in fog on the morning of Mar 19 before Roger Webb had five off Southsea on Mar
20 (and Graham Osborne had three off Sandy Point on Mar 21). Serious passage
seems to have started on Mar 20 when 84 flew east past Dungeness (and on Mar 22 a
total of 19 went past Portland).
85. Kingfisher: These probably breed along the River Ems not far from Emsworth but
Brian Fellows was pleasantly surprised to see one perched on his Bridge Road garden
wall above the tiny Westbrook stream which here flows between gardens with houses
close to it on either side. This was on Mar 17 and was the second sighting of one there
in the last few days.
86. WRYNECK: A call heard on Portland Bill on Mar 22 was thought to be that of the first
Wryneck of the year. These normally arrive in mid or late April but I see the 'earliest
ever' recorded in Sussex was on Mar 9 (year not given) and in Hampshire the
equivalent first date is Mar 8 (this date appears in the 2003 HBR as 8/3/04 which is a
bit confusing until you look in Birds of Hampshire and see that it relates to a sighting in
Emsworth on that date in 1904).
87. Green Woodpecker: I know that this species does occasionally drum (and it must
also make a fair amount of noise when excavating its nest holes) but I cannot recall
ever personally observing one drumming (whereas I hear and see Great Spotteds
doing it everywhere). I remember Tony Gutteridge telling me he had found one
drumming on the Warblington Farm CBC plot in recent years but I was genuinely
surprised to read on the SOS website a report from John Simons for Mar 20 in which
he says .. "In a walk of appoximately 6 miles starting at Dean Lane End to West
Marden and then back through Stransted Forest I counted 6 Green Woodpeckers
drumming." What is your experience? Am I missing the obvious? And is it possible to
distinguish the drumming of Green from Great Spotted? The Collins Bird Guide says
that Green drums only rarely but when it does the sound is a 'fast but soft roll' lasting
1.5 seconds (about the same length as a Lesser Spot but twice as long as the average
Great Spot).

88. Sand Martin: John Simons sighting of one in the Funtington area on Mar 10 remains
by far the earliest anywhere. Next came a group of four in Christchurch Harbour on
Mar 16 and there have been daily sightings since then. I now have sixteen reports in
my database including a sighting of 23 over Newtown Harbaour (IoW) on Mar 20 and
24 in the Avon Valley at Ibsley near Ringwood on Mar 21. The first date for Hampshire
remains Mar 18.
89. Swallow: Still no real influx of these but Mar 20 brought three singles to Seaview on
the IoW, Cuckmere in East Sussex and Folkestone in Kent. Other than the odd bird
seen near Aylesbury on Feb 23 Hampshire claims the first with one (possibly three) at
Testwood Lakes, Southampton, on Mar 13
90. House Martins: Following the 'probable' seen arriving at Sandown on the IoW on Mar
4 the first two confirmed sightings have been one south of Lewes on Mar 18 and one
over the Seaford area on Mar 19
91. Meadow Pipit: These have been pouring in since Mar 13, with 176 over the
Testwood Lakes that day increasing on Mar 18 to 150 over the IoW, 300 over Portland
and 200 over Dungeness. By Mar 21 there was a count of 825 over Portland in just 2
hours and aound 300 went over Selsey Bill that day.
92. Water Pipit: Plenty of sightings of Rock Pipit, Scandinavian Rock Pipit (around 10 of
these in Christchurch Harbour on Mar 17), and Water Pipit - the most recent of the
latter being a sighting of 3 Water Pipits in full summer plumage at the Lower Test
Marshes by David Holland on Mar 21.
93. Waxwings: The great invasion cannot last much longer but there were still around
180 birds at the Ordnance Survey offices in Southampton on Mar 22 with other groups
present in Chandlers Ford, Andover, Alton, Basingstoke and Crawley in the past few
days.
94. Black Redstart: There has clearly been a major arrival of passage birds recently with
20 new reports going into my database since Mar 17. It looks as if they started to arrive
on Mar 10.
95. Wheatear: These continue to pour in. My own first sighting was of two on the
Langstone South Moors on Mar 21 where Mike Collins had seen one on Mar 20
96. Ring Ouzel: Following the first two (at Portland Bill on Mar 16 and 17) the latest was
seen on Headon Warren (IoW) on Mar 19
97. Sedge Warbler: A very early bird was reported at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18 by Mike
Finlayson and Jane Humphry amongst others. This date is only one day after the
earliest ever in Hampshire (17 Mar 1963) and some people who have not seen or
heard it have expressed doubt over its id. As I have no information I also have to
reserve judgement but it is a pity that people who make unusual sightings do not (a)
express surprise and (b) offer some evidence to support their report - in this case I do
not even know if the bird was just heard singing, or was seen clearly, or both confirmation that the bird's eyestripe had been seen as well as song being heard would
make the report so much more convincing. I subsequently saw that the bird was again
heard singing on Mar 19 but still do not know if anyone actually saw it. The question of
lack of surprise also enters into a different report which has reached me at second
hand - the report comes from Hayling Island on Mar 21 and says "There has been a
garden warbler hopping around our lawn for the past half hour." I rather suspect that
the term garden warbler was used to define a warbler seen in a garden rather than the
specific species (for which this would be a very early date - earliest ever was again Mar
17 - and an unlikely setting as these birds like thick scrub, not gardens).
98. Blackcap: Further confirmation that summer Blackcaps had started arriving on Mar
16 comes with reports from West High Down on the IoW on Mar 19 and from the

sudden appearance of 6 together in Simon Woolley's garden in central Winchester on
Mar 22, feeding on the fat balls he supplies.
99. Willow Warbler: On Mar 21 when Tom Bickerton was by the Beaulieu River he tells
me he "Managed to get two Willow Warblers on the bushes frantically feeding, totally
ignoring my close approach. Not quite in full breeding plumage. This is the earliest I
have seen them in Hampshire." At least Tom does express the surprise I would expect
and no doubt he was close enough to see the longer primary projection which gives
Willow Warblers that slimline look when compared to Chiffchaffs, but it is a pity the
birds did not sing to give complete confidence in their arrival. Last year the first to be
heard singing was in Sussex on Mar 22, giving extra support to Tom's claim for this
early date.
100.
Willow Tits: The birds (two pairs) which I have already reported as being
audible in the West Dean Woods 'beyond the daffodls' were still there on Mar 19 Chris Seaton heard at least one calling.
101.
Great Grey Shrike: Birds were still in three places on Mar 19. In the New
Forest the bird on Hampton Ridge was still catching Lizards, another was seen on
Bratley Plain (north side of the A31 west of the Bolderwood/Linwood road underpass)
and another was still in the Partridge Green area of Sussex near Horsham.
102.
Rook: Derek Hale was surprised to see two juveniles already out of the
nest and feeding near Brading sewage works on the IoW on Mar 22.
103.
Starlings: Some big flocks of migrants have recently reached us across the
channel. Back on 12 Mar 240 were seen coming in off the sea at Folkestone, on 18
Mar 150 flew in at Portland Bill, and a flock of 300 feeding on the ground by the
Beaulieu River, seen by Tom Bickerton on Mar 21, may also have been new arrivals.
104.
Brambling: An unspecified number were still in the Aldershot area on Mar 22,
seen by Chris Jones, and on Mar 21 two newly arrived birds probably flew north over
Brighton (heard by Matthew Silk who did not recognize the calls but thinks they were
probably from Bramblings after checking recordings).
105.
Siskin: At last some seem to have reached us - on Mar 18 John Simons at
Dean Lane End north of Rowlands Castle found a noisy flock of 50 in one Ash tree - the
first he has seen this winter. On Mar 20 both Keith Coward at Hythe on Southampton
Water and Dave Unsworth at Bishopstoke (Eastleigh) had their first of year sightings.
Still no reports of major arrivals at coastal sites but at least 21 flew in off the sea at
Folkestone on Mar 12.
106.
Crossbill: You may remember that an adult was seen feeding a juvenile out of
the nest as early as Jan 29, and on Mar 19 Mike Rafter saw a family party out in the
New Forest.
PLANTS
17. Early Dog Violet: These are now flowering at the bottom of my garden where in past
years I had discarded a specimen which I had brought home to learn the differences
between Common and Early Dog Violets. Although most of the Early ones have pale
flowers (and have a common name of Pale Wood Violet) the safest distinction is in the
spur behind the flower - in Early this is straight and smooth, in Common it is curved up
and notched at the side.
18. White Sweet Violets: This colour variant of the normal Sweet Violet normally
apppears much later than the regular 'violet' coloured ones (and later than the in
between 'pink' version that grows in Nore Barn on the Emsworth shore). I found my
first dispaly on the roadside of Mill Lane in Langstone on Mar 21
19. Butterbur: The unusual female plants of this species were already flowering by the
Langbrook Stream when I was there on Mar 21

20. Giant Butterbur: The other unusual species planted by ecological consultants
employed by IBM in the 1980s to adorn the land around the then new (now
abandoned) IBM Plant is Petasites japonicus or Giant Butterbur - looking like lettuce
plants with white flowers - which I have remarked on earlier this year saying that my
attempts at its conservation had only exposed it to rabbits. On this visit I was pleased
to see that the plants have at least partially defeated the rabbits and are thriving if
somewhat munched at the fringes!
21. Non existent Kingcups: None to be seen in flower yet by the Langbrook stream but
every time I pass this area I am reminded that the nearby Autoliv factory was so
recently built on top of a marvellous display of more than 500 Kingcup plants that
should be flowering at this time - not to mention the Southern Marsh Orchids destroyed
by a brief commercial opportunity that has now passed - the staff are redundant and
the work of making airbags for cars is going to China.
INSECTS
3. Butterflies: No new species on the wing yet but the number of reports for this year
which I I already have in my database up to Mar 19 is impressive
•

56 reports of Brimstones,

•

26 reports of Peacock,

•

35 of Comma,

•

35 of Small Tortoiseshell

•

2 of Small White,

•

1 of Large White and

•

1 of Speckled Wood

•

... and 31 of Red Admiral though these go back to Jan 1

4. Moths: The following are the newly arrived first of year reports ...
•

Amblyptilia acanthadactyla on Mar 17 in Farnham

•

Water Carpet on Mar 19 at Greywell near Fleet

•

Blossom Underwing on Mar 20 at Lymington

•

Dotted Chestnut on Mar 17 at Lymington

•

Pale Mottled Willow on Mar 21 at Basingstoke

•

Zellerian hepariella on Mar 21 at Basingstoke (only a probable as the moth
escaped)

•

Ypsolopha mucronella on Mar 20 at both Sherborne St John (Basingtoke) and
Greywell (Fleet)

•

Tachystola acroxantha on Mar 19 (very early) at Fleet

•

Depressaria daucella on Mar 19 at Sherborne St John

•

Agonopterix alstroemeriana on Mar 21 at Basingstoke

5. Other Insects:
•

Harlequin Ladybird: Tony Wilson saw one emerge from hibernation in the double
glazing of his new house at Edburton (north foot of the Downs north of Shoreham)
on Mar 16

OTHER
2. Water Vole: Activity is increasing at Brook Meadow - during the conservation work
party on Mar 20 there were sightings at two places (despite a head-on collision
between two wheelbarrows which caused one barrow to end up in the river!)
3. Toads: At least 75 were in Theo Roberts' garden at Cosham, with spawn already
starting to appear in the pond, by Mar 19 when Hugh Venables reported more than 70
Toads active in view from the Meadow Hide at Titchfield Haven and Adrian Hoskins
saw several on Stockbridge Down (I am not aware of ponds on the Down so these may
have been still en route to the breeding site - perhaps at Stockbridge Marsh which
would involve the toads crossing the busy A272). I also have some reservation about
Hugh Venables' report as members of the Havant Wildlife Group who were at the
Haven that day told me they had seen a similar number of Frogs there (and Richard
Carpenter has mentioned Frogs but not Toads in his reports from the Titchfield area)
4. Great Crested Newt: Bren McCartney, visiting Hampshire from his home in
Berkshire, discovered what turned out to be a Great Crested Newt in the Colden
Common area near Eastleigh on Mar 20. At this time of year people often think they
have found Great Crested News when they see a newt with a crested back and a
colourful belly but Great Crested should be easy to identify if you can assess their size
- Great Crested are more than 6 ins (15 cm) long where the other species do not
exceed 4 ins (10 cm), and the crest of the Great Crested is in two parts - one running
the length of the body with a slight gap between it and the second section along the tail.
Bren's find was confirmed as Great Crested.
5. Grass Snakes: Several reports of these and an interesting photo of two (maybe three)
coiled together in what looks like a tangled knot (but maybe a sexual embrace?) on the
RXwildlife website covering the East Sussex coast around Hastings - the photo was
taken by Joe Dickens at Glyne Gap (between Hastings and Bexhill). Peter Vaughan
has been out more than once on Bartley Heath in north Hampshire looking for the first
Adder of the season but so far has only been able to identify Grass Snakes there and
no one has yet reported an Adder sighting anywhere.
6. Common Lizards: These are also now active - Peter Vaughan saw his first for the
year on Mar 19 at Bartley Heath and Andy Brook found several of last summer's young
now out in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth - not yet fully grown. I have not yet seen
his photo of four of them on the Hollybank Woods website and will be interested to see
their colour (when new born in the late summer they are black and I do not know when
they acquire the khaki colour of adults). The adults mate at this time of year so maybe
they are otherwise engaged and do not have time to pose for photos. As might be
expected a Great Grey Shrike in the north west New Forest had captured a Lizard and
skewered it on thorns in its 'larder' as early as Mar 12 (news from Mike Rafter)

D. Langbrook Stream and Wade Court
Today I walked down the Langbrook Stream on my way to put up the weekly Nature Notes
posters by the Langstone West Mill.
Right at the start I enjoyed the much increased display of Rue-leaved Saxifrage in the
pavement edge of the East Pallant, and with it noticed for the first time this year something
that I thought had been eliminated here - a long surviving garden escape of what I think is
called Blue-eyed Mary. Within a few days leaves have appeared from nowhere through a
gap in the concrete by an old garage door and an array a strartlingly blue flowers have
opened.
Crossing Park Road South a few yards north of the A27 Langstone roundabout I found
some Danish Scurvygrass in flower in the central reservation (I think the dry winter has
diminished this everywhere) and nearby noticed my first garden escape Grape
Hyacinths.

Approaching the South Moors down the Langbrook Stream I found the female Butterbur
flowers were now open and the Giant Butterbur was thriving despite the early rabbit
damage I saw last time I was here. So far no Kingcups are out and in my Plant notes
above you will see my thoughts on the loss of hundreds of this lovely flowers caused by
the building of the Autoliv factory which is in the news again as its work is to go to China,
its staff become redundant, and its concrete footprint on the environment (only about ten
years old) may well be abandoned.
At the mouth of the stream I saw my first two Wheatears on the grass of the South Moors
among a small flock of 20+ Meadow Pipits on passage (I still have not heard their
parachuted spring song). On the shore I could count 120 Brent Geese and 30 Wigeon
among a host of gulls and Oystercatchers - with them was one pair of Mergansers and a
smart adult Lesser Black-back.
Coming back up the stream I investigated the small bridge into the hayfield and found
Common Whitlowgrass growing at the west end and Danish Scurvygrass at the east
end (neither of them grasses!) while the English Elms on either side were showing their
blossom at its best.
In Mill Lane I found my first white Sweet Violets and saw the single Meadow Buttercup
at the junction of the lane with Harbourside was thriving and covered with fresh flowers
after sporadic flowering during the winter.
Over by the Royal Oak there was still a show of Shelduck (I counted 25) and a flock of
perhaps 30 Bar-tailed Godwit but I could not see more than half a dozen Brent
anywhere.
On the Mill Pond the Swan was at last sitting on her nest (best viewed from the path
where the Nature Notes are posted on the Mill fence) with both Mistle and Song Thrush
song to ease her boredom. On the meadow at the north end of the pond I was pleased to
see a smart male Pied Wagtail - a pair nested successfully hereabouts last year and
hopefully will do so again this season.
Wildlife diary and news for Mar 14 - 20 (Week 11)
Sun 20 Mar
BIRDS
180.
Little Egret: During our first CBC visit to Warblington Farm on Mar 18 I saw
one (maybe two) Egrets on the farm and at most four out in the harbour but Tony
Gutteridge tells me that he came on a 'winter flock' of 15 on the fields which he
covered.
181.
Spoonbill: The bird which arrived at Titchfield Haven on Mar 13 was still there
on Mar 19
182.
Mute Swan: At Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on Mar 18 Ian Julian saw two Swan
eggs floating on the water and, out of curiosity to find why they were floating, he tapped
one and had a very nasty shock when it exploded and enveloped him in a stinking
cloud which stayed with him for the rest of the day. My guess would be that the Swans
which are nesting on the island had displaced two of last year's unhatched eggs into
the water....
183.
Whooper Swan: Seven of these were reported at the RSPB Dungeness
reserve on Mar 19
184.
Snow Goose: Colin Allen was very surprised to see five of these flying north up
Southampton Water past Hythe - the only group of five I have heard of this year were at

the Eversley gravel pits in north Hampshire on Jan 3 (but I think they are 'resident'
there) - maybe they thought the spring sunshine merited a trip to the seaside?
185.
Barnacle Goose: The Baffins Gang were last seen at Titchfield Haven on Mar
17 and on Mar 18 Ian Julian saw them back at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth. As usual
they show their lack of discipline in apparently not acting together - earlier in March the
8 Barnacles and the one hybrid had been together at Titchfield but it seems that Ian
only saw 7 Barnacles and the hybrid at Baffins on Mar 18 while to make it more
confusing the Havant Wildlife Group, which were at the Haven on Mar 19, saw a
'mottled white goose' still there with the Canada Geese.
186.
Chiloe Wigeon: This does seem to have settled at Baffins and was seen by Ian
on Mar 18
187.
Brent Goose: My own subjective view is that the local resident birds around
Langstone had left by the morning of Mar 18 when I scanned the shores of Chichester
Harbour that can be seen from Warblington Farm and could not find more than 10
Brent anywhere (plus 3 lounging on one of the shore fields and unlikely to leave at all).
On 15 Mar 850 were seen heading east past Dungeness (where a total of 3298 birds
have been noted on the web as going east since the first party of 192 left on Feb 6).
Mar 14 saw the highest count there (850 in the day). While I expect others to be
passing there (and dropping into the local harbours here) until early April I think they
have all decided that winter is over and cast their votes on the business of staying or
leaving. To make the point that birds are still passing there was an unusually large
flock of 490 Brent off Titchfield Haven on the morning of Mar 18 (with another 200 in
Newtown Harbour across the Solent that day)
188.
Brant: Last report I have is of the Wittering bird still being in the East Head
carpark on Mar 16 - the last from the IoW was Mar 14
189.
Pintail: These have been showing up in a few unusual places as they head
east this spring. Oddest was one in the now closed Paulsgrove rubbish tip area during
the Mar 12 WeBS count in Portsmouth Harbour - another was on the east side of the
main harbour that day and then on Mar 15 a pair were in Tipner Lake following a
sighting of a drake on the IBM Lake on Mar 10. (Dennis Bill says the last previous
sighting of Pintail in Portsmouth Harbour during WeBS counts was in Jan 1996). A
more normal sighting was of two pairs on the Warblington farm shore on Mar 18 (and
there were 36 at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 14)
190.
GARGANEY: A pair arrived at the 'Breach Pool' inside the Pagham Harbour
North Walls on Mar 16 and were seen by Owen Mitchell displaying to each other.
191.
Long-tailed Duck: One seems to have been around the stream outfall just
west of the Selsey Bill west caravan site from Mar 13 to 17 at least.
192.
Goosander: On Mar 15 Dave Wheatley saw one in Fareham Creek at the
west end of Heavy Reach (where the channel turns north opposite the old Cyanamid
factory) and two were still in the Church Norton area of Pagham Harbour that day.
193.
Marsh Harrier: A female was over the Selsey west fields (near Easton Farm at
Earnley) on Mar 12 and another was over the Dungeness RSPB reserve on Mar 17
194.
Buzzard: Standing on Compton Down (north of West Marden) on Mar 13 John
Simons could see more than 20 by scanning the horizon. While there John also saw
what he describes as a possible Rough Legged Buzzard. This news was on the SOS
website from which I also learnt a new word - Bernie Forbes in the West Dean Woods
on Mar 14 writes that he "Had 12 Buzzard up at one time including one kettle of 9
birds."
195.
Water Rail: To add to the odd sightings of these while they are on passage
and drop down in unfamiliar places to rest during the day I see that on Mar 14 Richard

Downes very nearly ran over one when driving along a lane in the Steyning area (not
far from the R Adur) in full daylight. A surprise sighting in a more likely place was made
by David Holland when taking a lunchtime walk from the Ordnance Survey offices in
Southampton - he came across it by Tanners Brook running close to Southampton
General Hospital.
196.
Avocet: On Mar 19 the two already at Titchfield Haven had become three,
seen by the Havant Wildlife Group
197.
17

STONE CURLEW: The first to be reported this year was at Portland Bill on Mar

198.
Common Snipe: Plenty of these around but it was a personal pleasure to put
up 8 from the marsh east of the Warblington Cemetery on Mar 18 - this field is only
used by the birds on passage so I see them there about once a year.
199.
Woodcock: A late addition to the recent burst of sightings (presumably of
passage or newly arrived birds) was of two in Stansted Forest on Mar 10
200.
Redshank: Mar 16 saw the first bird back at Pulborough Brooks for the
breeding season (I have already reported the first back on the flooded fields of The
Vyne north of Basingstoke - seen by Martin Pitt on Mar 12)
201.
Greenshank: During the Mar 12 WeBS count Dave Wheatley found that the
single bird which has been in the Delme pool of Fareham Creek all winter had become
two birds.
202.
Little Gull: Mar 15 brought another report of a single in the Pannell Valley west
of Rye but none have been reported on the Hampshire coast since Jan 17 when one
was at Black Point on Hayling.
203.

Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport Cockle Pond bird was still there on Mar 14

204.
Common Gull: There were more than 320 at Ryde (IoW) on Mar 17 as their
passage peaks and from Christchurch Harbour comes news of an influx of Lesser
Blackback gulls as they too move east.
205.
Iceland/Kumlien's Gull: Still being reported from the Roedean area east of
Brighton on Mar 15
206.
Kittiwake: A summary by Dick Gilmore of seawatching at Splash Point,
Seaford, during the week Mar 7 to 13 mentions a count of 500 Kittiwake on the sea
there where some birds are nesting on the cliffs but I cannot deduce what number are
nesting (500 pairs with one of each pair off the nest? 250 pairs with all the birds off
their nests? or some much smaller number nesting with lots of onlookers?)
207.
Sandwich Tern: Migrant birds were definitely here on Mar 14 when there were
reports of them at 5 sites including 4 birds at Dungeness with a comment that they
were the first of the spring there. On the following day there were 12 there and four
had reached Rye while Portland was reporting their first of spring.
208.
Short-eared Owl: A group of seven were seen together at Bransbury
Common near Andover on Mar 16
209.
Woodlark: Walking north from Dean Lane End at Finchdean to Compton on
Mar 13 John Simons encounterd three pairs in song.
210.
Skylark: At least four were singing over the Warblington Fields on Mar 18 - I
was especially pleased to see one rising from the grass of the south east most field
where the shore route from Emsworth turns west towards Langstone a little before you
come to Conigar Point. Most birds there attempt to nest in arable fields and almost
certainly fail to raise young when (e.g.) the Sweetcorn stubble in several of the fields is
eventually ploughed and resown.

211.
Sand Martin: One was seen over the Funtington Pig Fields on Mar 10 and four
were in Christchurch Harbour on Mar 16. On Mar 17 three were at Hazeley Manor on
the IoW and 1 near Rye in Sussex. Mar 18 brought reports of 9 on the IoW (Brading
RSPB reserve), 3 in Christchurch Harbour, and of 2 in north Hampshire (Tundry Pond
west of Fleet)
212.
House Martin: The first confirmed sightings (after the probable on the IoW on
Mar 4) were of two over Lewes Brooks on Mar 18 and a single at Seaford on Mar 19
213.
Meadow Pipit: Their passage is now in full swing - at Portland Bill 300 went
north overhead on Mar 18 and many were reported along the coast including 200 at
Dungeness - and the push seems to have started on Mar 16 when George Spraggs
saw and heard many making song flights over the Gunner Point area of Hayling (and
Martin Hampton saw at least one that morning on the north side of the Golf Course as
he cycled to work in Portsmouth University from Havant via the environmentally
friendly Hayling Ferry route)
214.
Yellow Wagtail: The new warden at Pagham Harbour, Ivan Lang, reports a
very early bird flying north over the harbour on Mar 16 (earliest ever for both
Hampshire and Sussex is Mar 10)
215.
Waxwing: Latest Hampshire report is of more than 100 in Totton
(Southampton) on Mar 18
216.
Black Redstart: Reports of migrant arrivals all along the coast with a
maximum of ten around Portland Bill. (There is also one 'possible' Common
Redstart seen on Mar 18 at Ambersham Common area west of Pulborough)
217.
Stonechats: These are also arriving in force with a max of 60 at Portland Bill
on Mar 16
218.
Wheatear: These are everwhere along the coast - the max so far has been
120 at Portland on Mar 16 and a few more there on Mar 17 but perhaps the best
sighting was given to Ian Julian (who lives overlooking the beach in the centre of
Hayling Bay) and who was just looking out of his window around 9:30am on Sunday
Mar 20 when he saw a bunch of them on the beach - strolling across he immediately
counted 16 birds. I was also interested in the time of day as I remember Dave Billett
telling me that they took off from the French coast at first light and arrived at Farlington
Marshes at 11am (but of course travel has speeded up a lot in the 20 years or so since
I first heard that dictum). Earliest migrant arrived in Sussex on Mar 10 and in
Hampshire on Mar 14
219.
Ring Ouzel: Two arrived at Portland Bill on Mar 16 (and they or two more were
there on Mar 17). The only other report I have seen is of one at Headon Warren on the
IoW on Mar 19.
220.
Redwing: These are still passing north with at least 25 over south Hayling on
Mar 16 and 8 in the Warblington Farm fields on Mar 18
221.
Sedge Warbler: The first to come to my notice this spring was heard by at
least three people at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18
222.
Blackcap: The first to be reported as a migrant arrival was at Portland Bill on
Mar 16 when Ian Standivan at Hastings also reported one as 'an obvious arrival'. On
Mar 18 I heard three bursts of song from a Blackcap working its way north up Pook
Lane from the Warblington shore (and in hot sunshine that afternoon heard much
louder and longer song from one in thick bushes in the front garden of a house across
the road from my house in Havant, though that could have been a wintering bird)
223.
Chiff Chaff: Dungeness reported the first migrant arrival on Mar 15 and what
was probably a new arrival was reported from the Brooklands Lake on the Worthing
seafront on Mar 16 (when six birds arrived at Portland). Ten reports for Mar 16 include

one from Martin Hampton at West Town station (south end of Hayling Coastal path).
On Mar 18 I had my own personal confirmation of their arrival when I came across a
group of at least 8 clustered round the cressbeds pond in the centre of Warblington
Farm, most of them avidly flycatching and three singing.
224.
Goldcrest: I'm pretty sure that a lot of these have also just flown into southern
England - on Mar 16 both Portland and Dungeness reported the presence of around 25
birds where there had only been one or two previously.
225.
Firecrest: One was seen by Graham Roberts in the Chichester Cathedral
Bishops Palace gardens on Mar 15, with two newcomers to Eastleigh Lakeside
Country Park and another to Eastleigh sewage works on that same day. Three arrived
at Portland Bill on Mar 16 when a new arrival joined three already present at
Dungeness.
226.
Willow Tit: For those desperately in need of this species before they become
extinct I suggest you go to the West Dean woods and park in the Sussex Wildlife Trust
carpark round the bend east of Staple Ash Farm, then take the bridle path heading up
into the woods to the area where you can see wild Daffodils flowering and listen for the
distinctive nasal call notes or the loud 'peoo peoo peoo' song. On Mar 14 Bernie
Forbes heard two males singing here and thinks they both had mates, while on Mar 16
Gerry Hinchon came on at least one pair thereabouts. On Mar 13 a single bird was
trapped at the Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough.
227.
Siskin: Still very scarce but Bernie Forbes came on a few, one making a
display flight, around the West Dean Woods SWT carpark on Mar 14
228.

Lesser Redpoll: A flock of over 40 was with the above Siskins

229.
Crossbill: A family party of seven birds already out of the nest was seen in the
New Forest on Mar 14
230.
Yellowhammer: The first local songster was heard from the Hayling Coastal
Path not far south of Stoke Bay by Martin Hampton on Mar 16
231.
Corn Bunting: Two birds seem to be back on territory along the north scarp of
the Sussex Downs. On Mar 18 one was singing near Cissbury Ring and another has
been seen daily during the past week at Ditchling Beacon
PLANTS
35. Wood Anemones: These were flowering along Posbrook Lane west of Titchfield
Haven on Mar 16 and I saw a good show of them already out in Stansted Forest on
Mar 19
36. Early Forget-me-not: The bright blue of these tiny flowers could be seen on the
roundabout on the south side of Ferry Road outside the Hayling Ferry Inn on Mar 20
37. Larch Roses: I saw my first examples (still small and with little colour) in Stansted
Forest on Mar 19
38. Treacle Mustard: The plants which I found flowering close to Stubbermere Pond in
the Stansted Forest area on Dec 28 were starting to open new flower buds on rather
ancient plants on Mar 19
39. Field Pennycress: This also was still flowering at Stubbermer on Mar 19
40. Common Whitlowgrass: A good show seen on Mar 20 at the east end of the 'bridge
to nowhere' over the Brockhampton Stream alongside Budds Farm at Havant. These
plants were nice and fresh though the mass which started flowering along the edge of
Waterloo Road next to Havant rail station on Jan 5 in coming to an end.

41. Ground Ivy: Several plants were in flower at the corner of Pook Lane just south of the
stables on Mar 18 (the one plant that I had seen there flowering on Feb 25 disappeared
before these appeared).
42. Rue-leaved Saxifrage: The plants in the East Pallant at Havant are now putting out
new flowers daily since the first bud started to open on Mar 8
INSECTS
17. Brimstone: Following the isolated reports on Feb 12 and Mar 5 there were two more
early sightings on Mar 12 at Medstead near Alton and on Mar 13 at Hook (near Fleet)
before Mar 16 brought a flood of twenty two reports from different places including one
of 'dozens' on the wing in the Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth and another of
'many' on Portsdown Hill..
18. Large White: Just one sighting so far - Derek Mills saw on in Farnham on Mar 19
19. Small White: The first seems to have been on Hayling on Mar 18 with a second
reported from Cadnam in the New Forest on Mar 19
20. Small Tortoiseshell: After the two that were disturbed in the Alice Holt Forest on Mar
9 a run of eight sightings on Mar 16 included a count of 4 in and around Hursley near
Winchester and on Mar 17 Mike Duffy found 7 in Basing Forest while Peter Gardner
had one on Weston Common - a place I can't find on my maps but which I guess is
near the tiny hamlet of Weston at the north foot of Butser Hill rather than at the Weston
on Southampton Water.
21. Red Admiral: Three new sightings on Mar 16 and two on Mar 17
22. Painted Lady: Only a 'possible' seen by Russell Wynn flying rapidly at Keyhaven on
Mar 16
23. Peacock: Seven sightings on Mar 16 and two on Mar 17
24. Speckled Wood: A single report of nine being seen in the Hollybank Woods north of
Emsworth on Mar 16 is not backed by others elsewhere but it is by no means
exceptionally early when we look back at records for recent years
25. Comma: As with other species there were seven reports for Mar 16, including one
report of 7 in the Gosport area and another of 4 at Bartley Heath near Hook on the M3.
These seven seem to be joint winners of first of the year. On Mar 17 nine butterflies
were out in Basing Forest and another was near Butser Hill.
26. Yellow Horned moth: The first was taken by Peter Allen at North Gorley near
Fordingbridge on Mar 12
27. Shoulder Stripe: First of year was taken by Patrick Fleet at Bentley Station Meadow
(Alton) on Mar 16
28. Brindled Pug: First goes to Nick Montegriffo at Sherborne St John (Basingstoke) on
Mar 9
29. Dark Sword-grass: First of these migrants was at Portland Bill on Mar 15 but Mar 16
brought two more to Mike Wall at Basingstoke and Russell Wynn near Lymington
30. Twin-spotted Quaker: Two firsts on Mar 15 - one at Bentley Station Meadow and
one at Bishopstoke
31. Herald: The first to emerge was seen at Barton on sea on Mar 14
32. Caloptilia stigmatella: Dave Hamilton had the first at Southampton on Mar 15
33. Diurnea fagella: Peter Hooper had the first at Bishopstoke, Eastleigh, on Mar 12
34. Tachystola acroxantha: A very early individual was taken at Fleet on Mar 19
35. The Engrailed: One at Farnham on Mar 19

36. Red Chestnut: One at Hastings country park on Mar 18
37. Orange Underwing: This day flying moth of birch trees was seen at Tugley Wood in
Surrey on Mar 18
38. Oak Nycteoline: Although Simon Ingram found one in his house at Eastleigh on Jan
6 the true first came to a trap in Basingstoke on Mar 18
39. Early Thorn: One was trapped at Portland Bill on Mar 17
40. Pine Beauty: The first of these goes to Derek Mills at Farnham on Mar 17
41. Hummingbird Hawkmoth: Already reported as flying around in a Fareham
supermarket I now see that Maurice Opie's sighting on Mar 9 was in a Wilkinson's
store!
42. Hornet: A queen was flying at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 16
43. Bee-fly: The first of these was at Hastings country park on Mar 19
44. Whirlygig Beetle: These were active at Titchfield Haven on Mar 18 (and I see a
report of Lesser Bloody Nosed Beetles at Hastings on Mar 19 but I am not aware of
this species - is it a rarity?)
45. Pirate Spiders: Also from Hastings on Mar 19 is a report of a spider called Ero
cambridgei which is apparently a fairly common and widely distributed species which
gets the name of Pirate from its habit of eating other spiders. The genus Ero is
distinguished by the presence of small 'tubercules' on there rather tall and arched
abdomens. Look for this species in damp places, probably in or near a web woven by
a different species (now inside the pirate).
OTHER
19. Fox: On Mar 18 one was seen by Tony Gutteridge sunbathing on the Warblington
fields and taking no notice of Pheasants and Rabbits close by
20. Badger: At 8:30pm on Mar 16 one was strolling along the pavement of Thamesmead
Close in one of the more densely populated parts of Gosport (just west of the A32 a
short distance south of the roundabout outside Fort Brockhurst). Maybe this Badger
had come from a distance, perhaps along the old rail line (now cycleway) which runs
close to this housing development (accessed from Military Road along Station Road),
or maybe there is an active urban sett beside the cycleway.
21. Pipistrelle Bat: One was hunting over Bransbury Common near Andover on the
evening of Mar 16
22. Snakes: At Bartley Heath near the M3 at Hook Peter Vaughan on Mar 16 disturbed six
Snakes warming up after winter hibernation - five of them were active enough to get
away before they could be seen clearly but one was definitely a Grass Snake and on
Mar 19 several Grass Snakes were active among reeds in the water at Titchfield
Haven.
23. Frogs: The past week has brought several reports of increased mating activity.
Richard Carpenter tells me that they are spawning vigourously in many places
following mild weather in mid-March and at Titchfield Haven on Mar 19 the Havant
Wildlife Group reported good sightings of "Common frogs chasing the females and
sometimes vice-versa!" They were told that up to 50 were active outside the
(un-named) hide from which they saw them. Hugh Venables was also at the Haven
that day and reports "The most interest was just outside the Meadow Hide, 70+ Toads
mating, several Grass Snakes swimming amongst the reeds, a vole (Bank or Field),
a Peacock butterfly and a Water Rail." Is there confusion between Frogs and Toads or
were both present in numbers?

24. Toads: There is no doubt about the identity of more than 75 Toads in Theo Roberts
Cosham garden (where they breed annually) on or before Mar 19. Some spawn was
already present in the pond when John Goodspeed heard this news.
25. Slow-worms: The first that I have heard of being active this year were two at Hastings
Country Park on Mar 19
Thu 17 Mar

E. Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth
I did not go to Hollybank until the afternoon when the wind had died down and the sun had
at last broken through the clouds but we did have a little excitement in the garden at
breakfast time when a young male Sparrowhawk tried to take one of a dozen House
Sparrows but failed. By coincidence I opened the door into the garden at the very
moment of the attack and I could hear a great screaming noise coming from the Sparrows
in a bush near the feeders - moving quickly to get a better view I glimpsed the hawk’s
wings on the far side of the bush as it flew off after abandoning the attempted strike. I
assumed it was a Sparrowhawk but could not be sure, but as I turned to go indoors again
the hawk obligingly came and perched in a Rowan tree about twenty feet from me, giving
a perfect but brief view which showed me that it was a young male - brownish mantle but
hints of reddish around the breast and the typical ‘loose feather’ in its head plumage
showing the whitish down at its base where it had moulted loose but not fallen out.
Nothing so exciting in the woods but it was pleasant to hear Blackbirds in full song and to
see and hear a Buzzard as it forced a passage through Crow territory. One thing that took
me by surprise was the noisy panic of at least 30 Fallow deer (none with antlers) which
were not in the scrub where I had expected them but were just outside the wood in a grass
field - the commotion was caused when they saw me and all attermpted to get back into
the cover of the wood through one narrow entrance. Earlier, when near the Emsworth
Common Road, I had come on some very large bones (plus a pile of rib bones), old and
bleached, which presumably marked the end of yet another road casualty.
In the far corner of the wood the Early Purple Orchid leaves were showing well and the
ground was covered with Primroses and Dog’s Mercury - other than the Celandines the
only other flower was one Barren Strawberry but in a month’s time there will be lots more
to see here. Outside the woods, on Hollybank Lane, one small remnant of the much larger
woodland that is now established housing is a small patch of Lesser Periwinkle and this
had a few flowers but the best is yet to come there...
Wed 16 Mar
BIRDS
107.
Red-necked Grebe: The bird which was off the mouth of Chichester Harbour
from Feb 18 to Mar 5 (and then moved to the west Solent) seems to have returned,
being seen distantly off Sandy Point by George Spraggs on Mar 14
108.
Fulmar: A report from Cliff Dean says that 27 ledges on cliffs at Fairlight (east
of Hastings) were occupied by these birds on Mar 13.
109.
Spoonbill: One arrived at Titchfield Haven on Mar 13 but I have not yet heard if
it stayed - last year one turned up there on Mar 7 for one day only but another which
arrived on Apr 2 stayed to Apr 11. Since writing that I have heard that the bird was still
at the Haven on Mar 16.
110.
Mute Swan: The pair which 'own' Peter Pond at Emsworth had started nest
building by Mar 12. Before last year this pair regularly used a poor nest site close to
the shore (exposed to foxes and other predators including human youths) and
low-lying (so exposed to floods). Well meant attempts to improve the nest site for last
year's season achieved their intention but in a roundabout way - they caused the

Swans to abandon their traditional site and to set up home in reeds on the west side of
the pond and here they successfully raised a family of five last year. They are now
using the same site in the reeds and we hope they are again successful.
111.
Black Swan: I have not heard of the Black Swan at the Gosport Cockle Pond
since December but I see that one was present at the Wellington Country Park lake in
the extreme north of Hampshire on Mar 13
112.
Brant: The Wittering bird was still there for the Mar 12 WeBS count and the Isle
of Wight bird, which has recently been moving restlessly along the length of the
island's east coast (from the Foreland to Puckpool Point), was still present on Mar 14.
113.
Mallard: These sometimes choose unlikely nest sites far from water and I was
reminded of this by a note from Paul Winter saying that he had seen a female Mallard
in his back garden at Rownhams in Southampton. Although there are small ponds
marked on my map at Rownhams House (now an industrial estate) and three other
places east of the Romsey Road I would think that the nearest suitable habitat for
bringing up a family of ducklings would be in the wetlands around the River Test,
probably 3 km west of Paul's house.
114.
Pintail: On Mar 15 Dennis Bill found a pair of these in Tipner Lake (alongside
the M275 into Portsmouth) and he wonders if the male seen on the IBM Lake on Mar
10 was one of this pair - I cannot recall ever hearing of Pintail in Tipner Lake before and
it would be of interest if a pair are making a stay there.
115.
Greater and Lesser Scaup: When I read that on Mar 13 John Clark had seen
a Greater Scaup on the Yateley gravel pits I thought this must be some rarity that I was
not aware of until I checked my Collins Guide and saw that the entry for the 'ordinary'
Scaup has Greater (in brackets) in front of the name Scaup. More of a rarity was seen
on the Kent Sussex border where a drake Lesser Scaup was at Scotney Court on Mar
13 - this is probably the bird which was a 'first for Sussex' when it first arrived on 17 Nov
2004 and which was seen almost daily up to 26 Feb this year. This is the first sighting
since Feb 26 and there are some who think it is a different bird ...
116.
Long-tailed Duck: According to Russell Wynn one of these was present in the
Lymington area throughout January and February this year but (other than one report
of it by Tom Bickerton on Jan 2) no one else seems to have bothered to report it so I
am very grateful to Russell for filling in the gap with his monthly reports. For all I know
it is still there but we will have to wait until April to see Russell's next report!
117.
Goosander: The three long staying birds on the east coast of the IoW were
still there on Mar 13 and John Clark saw 10 at Bramshill Plantation in north Hampshire
on that day (there are probably a lot more still in that area as this was not a dusk roost
count). On Mar 15 Dave Wheatley saw a single male in Fareham Creek in the Heavy
Reach area before the channel turns north towards the Salterns
118.
Sparrowhawk: I think quite a few of these are regular cross-Channel migrants
and I see that half a dozen came in from the sea at Dungeness on Mar 12. On Mar 13
several were seen soaring in warm air over Christchurch Harbour - something that we
may all have the chance of seeing in the immediate future with rising temperatures.
119.
Buzzard: These too will soon be an even more common sight in our skies several were soaring near Christchurch Harbour on Mar 13 and on that same day
Trevor Carpenter had 19 separate sightings of them in the upper Meon Valley north of
Beacon Hill. On Mar 14 Geoff Dicker saw 13 soaring together in the north west of the
New Forest
120.
Water Rail: In addition to the two sightings of one in the Lymbourne stream
(alongside Wade Court) which I have recently reported for Feb 24 and Mar 10 Tony
Gutteridge has just told me that he too has seen this bird a little before Mar 10

121.
Avocet: It seems that the bird which arrived at Titchfield Haven on Mar 11 was
still there on Mar 13 when it was seen by David Wallace and at least one other person.
122.
Golden Plover: These were still being seen at Eastleigh and Keyhaven on
Mar 12 and 14, and I see that on Mar 13 Trevor Carpenter found a flock of 40 (with
more than 100 Lapwing nearby) in the Wheely Down area (west of Warnford in the
Meon Valley)
123.
Little Stint: On Mar 12 Ewan Urquhart found 3 of these still on East Head at
the mouth of Chichester Harbour
124.
Jack Snipe: Five of these were seen in Christchurch Harbour on Mar 12 when
the rising tide flushed them from the saltings
125.
Woodcock: As with Water Rail and Jack Snipe, Woodcock is one of those
elusive species of which we get our past chances of seeing them away from their
regular 'roding' territories at this time of year when they are on the move back home
from winter quarters and pitch down in unexpected places at which they can be
unexpectedly flushed. On Mar 9 Marcus Ward came on one in the Lymington marshes
and on Mar 10 John Goodspeed flushed one from the 'Candy Pit' (the small and long
abandoned chalk pit close to the west side of the A3 London Road coming up
Portsdown, immediately before it goes under the bridge carrying the Portsdown Hill
Road). Mar 13 gave Mark Rolfe a sight of one in the Peel Common sewage works
area between Fareham and Stubbington and on Mar 14 on was on Luccombe Down
(near Ventnor on the IoW)
126.
Spotted Redshank: One was found at Snow Hill (West Wittering) during the
Mar 12 WeBS count - unlikely to be the same bird that I saw at Nore Barn near
Emsworth on the previous day. Two Greenshank were also at Snow Hill.
127.
Green Sandpiper: After commenting on a dearth of these this winter I see that
four were seen at the Westhampnett pit just east of Chichester on Mar 10
128.
Med Gull: On Mar 13 Mike Collins counted 22 adults in breeding plumage at
the mouth of the Langbrook Stream (immediately north of the Hayling Oysterbeds
across Langstone Harbour Bridge Lake)
129.
Sandwich Tern: On Mar 14 Kris Gillam saw one perched on a buoy off Lake
(between Shanklin and Sandown on the IoW east coast) - it flew off east, maybe back
to the mouth of Chichester Harbour where George Spraggs saw one that same day.
Kris hopefully suggests it could have been the first migrant but with several wintering
birds in the area I will need to hear of more than four birds being seen heading east
before I am convinced that the migrants have arrived.
130.
Puffin: After the first arrival back on the Dorset coast on Mar 12 a couple more
were recorded at Portland Bill on Mar 13
131.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: John Williams saw one drumming on a Sweet
Chestnut tree near Burton Mill Pond (west of Pulborough) on Mar 13 and comments
that the drumming was 'loud'. I think Lesser Spot drumming is usually said to be
quieter and more prolonged than that of the Great Spot (but we know how much the
volume of Great Spot drumming can vary according to the acoustics of its 'drum').
Unfortunately John does not mention the duration of the bursts of drumming.
132.
SWALLOW: The first for Hampshire flew over the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton on the morning of Mar 13 (two other hirundines seen distantly at the
same time may well have been more Swallows)
133.
Meadow Pipit: Numbers of migrants heading north are now increasing - Ian
Pibworth noted a total of 176 going north west over the Testwood Lakes on Mar 13.
On Mar 16 George Spraggs, on the Hayling shore south of the Golf Course, found a
noticeable jump on numbers there with many making song flights and Martin Hampton,

cycling along the Ferry Road north of the Golf Course, saw at least one display flight on
the same morning.
134.
Rock Pipit: A group of 26 were seen at the Bembridge Foreland on the IoW on
Mar 13 - none of them showing the colour of Scandinavian birds but on the same day 6
Scandinavian birds were at Christchurch Harbour and what were probably two more
were on the Lymington marshes.
135.
Water Pipit: I guess that there may be some discussion about the identity of
the two Lymington Rock Pipits seen on Mar 13 as Marcus Ward records two Water
Pipits (and no Rock) there on that day!
136.
Waxwing: Mar 12 found 38 Waxwings at the Testwood Lakes (Southampton
area) and 40 at Midhurst while Mar 13 saw at least 40 in the Maybush/Lordshill area of
Southampton and around 140 by the Basingstoke Canal east of Aldershot, Mar 14
saw just 8 at the Chineham Tesco store east of Basingstoke.
137.
Stonechat: Around 60 migrant arrivals were found on Portland Bill on Mar 13
and at least four turned up on the IoW at Bembridge Foreland that day.
138.
WHEATEAR: Following the singleton which reached Rye Harbour on Mar 10 a
wave of them reached the south coast on Mar 14. At least four were on the Isle of
Wight (2 at St Catherine's Point, 1 a little west at Atherfield and 1 at Bembridge
Foreland), two were in Christchurch Harbour, and singles were at Barton on sea in
Hants and Portland in Dorset. Mar 15 brought 6 to Portland, 4 to St Helens (nr
Bembridge IoW), and singles to Selsey Bill, Church Norton, Dungeness and
Shatterford in the New Forest. News so far for Mar 16 is of 120 at Portland, 6 on south
Hayling, 6 on the IoW, 2 at Hook/Warsash and 1 at Normandy (Lymington)
139.
Fieldfare: Trevor Carpenter found more then 366 on the hills west of the Meon
valley in the Warnford area on Mar 13.
140.
Redwing: Trevor also had more than 200 of these in the Meon valley and the
passage which caused Ian Standivan to report an estimated 3000 birds heading east
over Bexhill in the early hours of Mar 12 was still continuing over south Hayling on the
next couple of nights - George Spraggs was still hearing them on Mar 15.
141.

Ring Ouzel: The first of these was at Portland Bill on Mar 16

142.
Chiffchaff: There had been three reports of Chiffchaff song during February
which presumably came from wintering birds but a report on Mar 12 from Highdown
Hill near the coast in the Worthing area could well have been a migrant as Mar 13
brought the first report of new arrivals - two birds on Portland Bill. Another bird in a
clifftop hedge at Brownwich (west of Titchfield Haven) on Mar 13 may well have been
an arrival but clearly there has been no mass influx of them yet.
143.
Firecrest: Among several sightings of Firecrest I see that on Mar 13 one was
'just across the road' from the west Fareham residential area in Oxleys Coppice (south
of Rowan Road and east of Ranville's Lane).
144.
Long-tailed Tit: Another pair were seen collecting nest material at Sandy
Point on Hayling on Mar 14 but so far no one has found the first nest.
145.
Brambling: The flock near the Rushmoor Arena at Aldershot which numbered
around 150 on Feb 27 had diminished to around 50 birds on Mar 13 but the estimated
300 found in Alice Holt Forest (near Farnham) on Mar 11 had grown to around 350 on
Mar 13 (these are in the Willow's Green inclosure just south east of the Forest visitor
centre)
146.
Goldfinch: Cliff Dean tells us that by Mar 13 a few pairs were back at their
garden territories in the Hastings area.

147.
Linnet: The big winter flock of more than 250 was still on the Chilling fields
(west of Titchfield Haven) on Mar 13
148.
Twite: Chris Barfield came on one in the Peacehaven area (east of Brighton)
on Mar 13 and wonders if it is the one that he saw there on Feb 16.
149.
Hawfinch: Geoff Dicker visited the well known New Forest roost site on Mar
14 and found 8 Hawfinch 'calling and displaying'
150.
Snow Bunting: One turned up at Dungeness on Mar 13 but I guess it was on
its way home from wintering elsewhere as none have been wintering there.
151.
Yellowhammer: On Mar 13 Trevor Carpenter found a flock of 25 at the
deserted village of Lomer (deserted after the Black Death) near Beacon Hill in the
Meon Valley. Yellowhammer song was heard in the Isle of Wight on Mar 1 and more
recently in Sussex but the first Hampshire report has only just come from Martin
Hampton cycling down the Hayling Coastal path on Mar 16.
PLANTS
22. No news other than that we now have five little white stars of flowers on the
Rue-leaved Saxifrage in the East Pallant here in Havant
INSECTS
6. Butterfly bonanza: News coming in as I write these notes shows that the sudden rise
in temperature on Mar 16 brought out a variety of butterflies in south Hampshire.
Brimstones were seen at Winchester (at least 7), in Chandlers Ford near Eastleigh
(6), and more than four at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon valley. At least one more
was seen in a north Emsworth garden. Single Commas were seen at Winchester and
at Old Winchester Hill, single Peacocks at Winchester and Titchfield Haven (there
may have been two there as two different people reported seeing one), and Small
Tortoiseshells were seen in Southampton (2) and at Titchfield Haven (1). Also on the
wing at Winchester was another Red Admiral. Also in the latest batch of emails is a
report of a third 'early emergence' of a Brimstone before this mass flight - Lynn
Fomison had one at Ropley on Feb 12, Adrian Hoskins found one 'dormant under a
leaf' at Noar Hill in Mar 5 and now Richard Irwin tells us of one in his Medstead garden
(near Alton) on Mar 12
7. Dark Sword-grass moth: The first of these migrants for the year arrived at the
Portland Bill observatory moth trap on the night of Mar 15
OTHER
7. Common Seal: What was probably a Common rather than a Grey Seal was at Hythe
on the Southampton Water shore on Mar 12. Although there have been plenty of
reports of Seals well inland up rivers (I think Pulborough Brooks holds the local record)
there have been few from Southampton Water though back on 3 Sept 2000 Colin Allen
was birding at Dibden Bay and was very surprised to come on a Seal pup marooned on
a concrete barge near the Westminster dredging yard. On seeing him it began to panic
so he beat a hasty retreat as there was an 8 foot drop onto rocks on all sides of the
barge - the pup (or its mother) had presumably landed there at high tide and the pub
was marooned for six hours or more until the tide rose again sufficiently for it to rejoin
its mother (or she to come back to the pup)
8. Roe Deer: Two reports of these, both for Mar 13. Up the Meon Valley between
Beacon Hill and Wheely Down (Warneford area south of West Meon) Trevor Carpenter
came on four groups totally 17 deer (including one group of 7) and on the open fields
between Fareham and Stubbington Mark Rolfe found a total of 10.

9. Water Vole: Sightings of these will soon become frequent in the places where they
still survive but I see that at Brook Meadow in Emsworth there was a pause of 9 days
between the first of this season's sightings on Mar 3 and the next sighting on Mar 12.
Mon 14 Mar

E. Havant and Langstone
This afternoon warm sunshine and a light wind brought the first song from a garden
Blackbird and everywhere the few wild flowers were turning towards the sun and
welcoming its warmth and the longer day. I saw nothing new in flower but found a fresh
plant of Nipplewort covered with fresh flowers and noticed a fresh show of flowers on Ivy
Leaved and Grey Field Speedwell.
At Langstone Mill Pond I could only see one Swan, the Cob, fiercely guarding his pond
with arched wings and hissing (no sign of his mate but perhaps that just goes to show that
she has started nest building). On the water off Langstone the tide was high but a scan
around did not find more than 100 Brent and I have a definite feeling that many have
already left. On the west side of the old rail bridge there were still 38 Wigeon but on
neither side could I see more that half a dozen Teal - the only birds that were plentiful were
the gulls coming from inland for their night roost.

Wildlife diary and news for Mar 7 - 13 (Week 10)
BIRDS
232.
Great Crested Grebe: Both Kevin Stouse on Mar 10 and myself on Mar 12
checked the IBM Lake at Portsmouth for the pair which we hope will breed again there
this week and which were seen together on Mar 7 - neither of us saw the pair but we
both saw a single bird in breeding plumage
233.
Red Necked Grebe: The single bird which has recently been seen off the
mouth of Chichester Harbour and then in the West Solent has been seen again off
Bembridge Foreland on Mar 12 (The assumption that all these sightings were of the
same birds is my idea!)
234.
Fulmar: I believe that a few pairs nest on the Isle of Wight at Gore Cliff (near St
Catherine's Point) but do not know if they may nest at Redcliff (Culver Down near the
Foreland) - three of them were seen at Redcliff on Mar 11 (and last year there were six
there on Mar 15)
235.
Shag: George Spraggs found two of them in the Langstone Harbour entrance
on Mar 10 - one was a crested adult. Perhaps these are part of the 'fall out' from the
group of 70+ seen in Sandown Bay on the IoW on Mar 7 and 8? (There was only one
to be seen off Sandown on Mar 9)
236.
Bittern: One was seen by Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven on Mar 10 and
on that same day when Ian Julian was at Farlington Marshes he was told by Bob
Chapman that one is still at Farlington and can be seen on most evenings near the
reserve building. Mar 11 brought another sighting of one at Rye Harbour.
237.
Bewick's Swan: The group of 8 were still at Ibsley near Ringwood on Mar 9,
seen by Tim Doran.
238.
White-front Goose: The group of 3 that have been at Pulborough Brooks since
the New Year were still there on Mar 10 and the 5 which have been at Pett Level were
still being reported on Mar 7 but the 3 that were on Thorney Island from before
Christmas to at least Feb 20 have not been reported from there since then.

239.
Canada Goose: There were 12 pairs waiting to nest at the IBM Lake in
Portsmouth on Mar 12 (with three others present) and there were 36 of them on
Farlington Marshes on Mar 10. On Mar 13 I found the flock of 28 which had been there
on Feb 27 had dimished to around 8
240.
Barnacle Goose: Speculation that the two seen in Emsworth Harbour on Mar 2
and at Farlington Marshes on Mar 10 is made a little more unlikely by the presence of
the whole Baffins Gang (8 Barnacles + hybrid) at Titchfield Haven on Mar 10 and on
Mar 4 (the odd two could have flown from Farlington to Titchfield within the day...)
241.
Brant: The Isle of Wight bird seems to be getting restless, being seen at the
Foreland on Mar 8, Puckpool Point near Seaview on Mar 10 and back at the Foreland
on Mar 12. No reports of the Wittering/Black Point bird since Mar 4.
242.

Egyptian Goose: Back at Titchfield Haven on Mar 11

243.
Emden Goose: The two white birds at the Sinah Gravel Pit were feeding on
the grass outside the Golf Club building on Mar 10
244.
Escaped Raptors: What I think is a regular long term escapee Red-tailed
Hawk was sitting in a tree in Guestling Wood, north of Hastings, was seen on Mar 12
and at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 10 what was reported as a very pale juvenile female
Peregrine was probably a Lanner Falcon
245.
Shelduck: On Mar 10 I found 27 in the main pool of the Oysterbeds and
another half dozen around Langstone but Jason Crook told me he had seen 115 in the
Northney/Warblington area that morning and Cliff Oakley reported seeing 150 around
Farlington Marshes on the same day. Also on Mar 10 a single bird was seen loafing
around the IBM Lake at Portsmouth - possibly surveying the many rabbit burrows there
as a prospective nest site. (In several past years pairs of Shelduck have shown an
interest in that site but none have never been know to nest there)
246.
Pintail: Both Ian Julian and Cliff Oakley report having seen exactly 107 at
Farlington Marshes on Mar 10 so there are still plenty around. More interestingly a
single male was at the IBM Lake that day (very unusual there).
247.
Shoveler: On Mar 10 a single flock of 64 flew east past Bexhill, making an
impressive and unusually large migrant group but on that same day there were still 77
at Farlington Marshes
248.
Red Crested Pochard: The male that was at Curbridge on the River Hamble
on Mar 5 was seen there again on Mar 12
249.
Ferruginous Duck (hybrid): Ian Julian says that it had been seen at the
Farlington Marshes Deeps shortly before he was there on Mar 10
250.
Red-legged Partridge: Two were in the field east of the Hayling Coastal path
and west of Daw Lane under the Little Owl tree on Mar 10 - over the last few years they
seem to have become regular breeders there.
251.
Water Rail: On Mar 10 as I was cycling down the Hayling Billy Trail in Havant
I spotted something unusual in the Lymbourne Stream where it passes the Wade
Court 'Chinese Garden' and on stopping I had a glimpse of a Water Rail rapidly
retreating into the cover of Wade Court grounds - this is where one was reported to
have been seen on Feb 24
252.
Oystercatcher: One pair back at nest site on the Hayling Oysterbeds lagoon
island on Mar 10
253.

Avocet: One arrived at Titchfield Haven on Mar 11, the first there since Feb 9

254.
Ringed Plover: These were already displaying at Rye Harbour on Mar 9 and
on Mar 10 I saw a pair and another single bird displaying at the Hayling Oysterbeds

255.
Golden Plover: Some were showing summer plumage in a flock of 310 seen
by Richard Carpenter at Chilling (west of Titchfield Haven) on Mar 7 and on Mar 10
there were 113 on mud off Hook Spit (mouth of River Hamble). On Mar 11 I saw an
estimated 500 on mud off Northney shore road.
256.

Sanderling: A large flock of around 210 were off Ryde on Mar 10

257.
12

Jack Snipe: Mike Rafter saw one in the north west of the New Forest on Mar

258.
Woodcock: Mike Rafter also saw a Woodcock in the same area as the Jack
Snipe on Mar 12, and three separate sightings from the Hastings area on Mar 9, 10
and 12 may indicate birds fleeing cold weather on the continent. On Mar 13 I had a
very interesting sighting of what I am sure was a leucistic Woodcock in a pool beside
the track to Sindles Farm (just east of Aldsworth Pond). A single Snipe got up from this
watery area looking and behaving normally, then a larger, rounder winged bird with
long bill got up silently from the same area and flew off on broad, rounded wings at
about tree top height (not zigzagging like a Snipe and not with the whirring wings and
rocket like flight of a flushed Woodcock). What puzzled me most was that its whole
plumage was a pale milky coffee colour (like a pale Collared Dove). A few minutes
later, after flying round the adjacent wood, this same bird returned and came down to
disappear again in vegetation around the pool less than 100 yards from me. I have
flushed Woodcock from this area before.
259.
Black-tailed Godwit: There are still plenty in the harbours but on Mar 12
Martin Pitt saw one (in partial summer plumage) on the flooded fields of The Vyne (Nat
Trust property north of Basingstoke) and thinks it may have been an early passage bird
(first seen at this site this year).
260.
Whimbrel: Having said in my last bulletin that I had not heard of the wintering
bird at Farlington Marshes since last December Cliff Oakley managed to spot it there
on Mar 10. This followed sightings on Mar 8 (Medina River, Cowes, IoW), and on Mar
9 at Titchfield Haven so we may have a restless bird circling the east Solent area.
261.
Curlew: One which dropped in to Pulborough Brooks on Mar 9 was described
by Pete Hughes (the warden there) as an unusual visitor to the reserve and probably
on passage. Also on Mar 9 a single bird was seen to fly past Portland Bill and on Mar
10 Jason Crook saw two flying high east over the west Hayling shore and remarked
that they may have been the first birds to leave Langstone Harbour.
262.

Spotted Redshank: I saw the Nore Barn bird on the mud there on Mar 11.

263.
Common Sandpiper: One at Titchfield Haven on Mar 10 was the first to be
seen there since Jan 21 but was presumably still a wintering bird. On Mar 12 both
Common and Green Sandpipers were seen on the River Hamble at Curbridge
264.
Med Gull: At the Hayling Oysterbeds on Mar 10 the sky seemed full of their
calls and at least 10 pairs were courting and displaying on the Tern nest island (a
magnificent site seen from the 'bus shelter')
265.
Little Gull: Following the sighting of at least one at Ardingley reservoir near
Haywards Heath on Mar 1 (the first reported from anywhere since Jan 17) we now
have news of 5 at Camber Sands (Rye Bay) on Mar 9.
266.
Black-headed Gull: On Mar 9 more than 300 were said to be claiming nest
sites at Rye Harbour and on Mar 10 it seemed that around 100 pairs were claiming
sites on the Tern nesting island in the Hayling Oysterbeds.
267.
Common Gull: Their passage is now in full swing with many birds to be seen
everywhere.

268.
Lesser Blackback Gull: Two smartly plumaged 'fuscus' adults were off
Langstone village on Mar 11 as their passage gets under way
269.
Iceland Gull: The second winter possible Kumlien's bird was still at
Roedean/Brighton Marina on Mar 6, 8, 9 and 10
270.
Kittiwake: On Mar 10 at least 20 were on or around the cliffs at Seaford west
of Beachy Head.
271.

Puffin: The first of the year arrived at Portland Bill on Mar 12

272.
Barn Owl: The Nutbourne Bay area bird is still being seen regularly at dusk on Mar 12 Mat Penney told me he had seen it at around 6pm over the Ham Brook wet
meadow south of Farm Lane
273.
Little Owl: Recent sightings on Mar 8 come from the Isle of Wight and from
Tony Wilson's new home at Edburton at the north foot of the Downs behind Hove. On
Mar 10 I glimpsed to bird back at a regular tree in the 'Aston Villa field' between Daw
Lane and the Hayling Coastal path.
274.
Tawny Owl: Tony Wilson also had a garden tick of this species on Mar 8 and
in the early hours of Mar 11 Giles Darvill seems to have heard the full gamut of the
vocal range of both male and female around his house in Milford on Sea (close to the
valley of the Dane Stream flowing down from Bashley to Sturt Pond at Keyhaven).
275.

Long-eared Owl: At least one was still at Rye Harbour on Mar 11

276.
Kingfisher: On Mar 9 one was seen at Brownwich Pond (just west of Titchfield
Haven) and on Mar 11 I saw a male bird still present at Langstone Mill (usual perch
above the outflow of the Lymbourne stream). On Mar 12 John Faithfull had a more
expected sighting of one in the Curbridge area of the River Hamble.
277.
Woodlark: Simon Woolley was surprised to hear one 'singing in the rain' at
Farley Mount (west of Winchester) on Mar 10 - he was not aware of them being found
in this area - maybe more proof of their continuing expansion in Hampshire?
278.
Meadow Pipit: I have still to hear one singing this year (will we still have a pair
at the South Moors?) but on Mar 11 two of them were making song flights above
Bembridge Down (IoW) to object to the arrival of new migrants in off the sea. Passage
generally remains just a trickle...
279.
Rock Pipit: As the season advances more of the dull Rock Pipits along our
shores are gaining colour in their breasts to show they are of the Scandinavian race
(Anthus petrosus littoralis). Jason Crook has already revealed that most of the Rock
Pipits he sees around Langstone Harbour are of this race and now one is being seen at
the Dungeness Power Station sewage plant. All this discussion of subspecies has
made me realise that when I set up my database not too many years ago Rock and
Water Pipits were classed as just subspecies of Anthus spinoletta - now they are
different species and Rock Pipits are rapidly splitting into two. When the Petersfield
Wildlife Group were at Farlington Marshes on Mar 10 they listed a Water Pipit there - I
wonder how Jason would have named it?
280.
White Wagtail: After several reports of 'alba Wagtails' arriving off the sea Mar
11 brought the first positively identified White Wagtail at Portland Bill.
281.
Waxwing: Mar 10 saw 310 at the Ordnance Survey office in Southampton
(Maybush district) and 27 in the Portswood area with another 22 on special offer at
Tesco's in Basingstoke (Chineham). On Mar 12 there were only 11 at Chineham and
just 20 in the Lordshill area of Southampton but 140 appeared in the Ash Vale area of
Aldershot (along the Basingstoke Canal)

282.
Black Redstart: Mar 10 brought reports of them at Fawley Power Station,
Bexhill, and on Hook Links near the mouth of the Hamble - one was probably still at
Portland where it was seen on Mar 9.
283.
Wheatear: The first real migrant of the year appeared at the mouth of the River
Brede in Rye Harbour reserve of Mar 10.
284.
Redwing: Back on Jan 17 at Hartley Witney in north Hampshire John Collman
heard Redwing subsong but we have had to wait until Mar 10 to hear more of this
lovely musical chattering - this time the real thing as the birds 'psych' themselves up for
the long journey to nesting places. Cliff Dean heard this subsong in the Brede Valley
west of Rye Harbour on Mar 10 and on the night of Mar 11/12 Ian Standivan estimated
that at least 3000 Redwing flew east over his home in Bexhill, flying regardless of rain.
285.

Dartford Warbler: On Mar 10 Cliff Oakley found one at Farlington Marshes

286.
Long-tailed Tit: I have not yet heard of anyone lucky enough to have found
one of their nests but on Mar 13 I was told by Mike Olding (who lives near Langstone
High Street) that a pair of them can now be seen daily moving from house to house
'pecking at each window' and he believes they may be nest building near the
'Coastguard Cottages' in the village. He asked me if I could explain the window
pecking activity but as it does not involve repeated pecking at one window (attacking a
rival bird seen reflected in the window) but involves both birds moving quickly from
house to house taking a quick peck at each my guess is that the birds are either
collecting spiders webs as nest material or eating insects lurking around the windows.
Any other guesses or authoritative answers welcome!
287.
Treecreeper: The second and third reports of their song come from the IoW on
Mar 8 and 10 - keep listening!
288.
Great Grey Shrike: Several recent reports of just two birds - one at Partridge
Green near Horsham in Sussex and the other at Hampton Ridge in the north west of
the New Forest. On Mar 12 the second bird was seen to catch a Lizard and stash it
away in its 'larder'
289.
Chaffinch: There are indications of a recent influx into this country and
perhaps this accounts for the presence of a singing bird at the IBM Portsmouth site
(where they are not regualar breeders)
290.
Brambling: The same influx may account for a report of some 300 Brambling
feeding on beech mast in Alice Holt Forest on Mar 11
291.
Siskin: The scarcity of these continues - migrant arrivals at Dungeness were 5
birds on Mar 9 and 2 on Mar 10 (that's the best we can report!)
292.
Hawfinch: On Mar 12 two were seen in a regular breeding area in the New
Forest but on Mar 9 two were seen in an unusual site near Fritham
293.
Yellowhammer: A flock of 40 were seen on the south coast of the IoW on Mar
9 and one was singing near Hastings on Mar 12 (first song was heard on IoW on Mar 1)
294.
Reed Bunting: Their song was also heard near Hastings on Mar 10 (first was
at Titchfield Haven on Feb 4)
295.
Corn Bunting: Four birds were seen perched on wires on the south coast of
the IoW on Mar 9
PLANTS
43. Barren Strawberry: A good many plants were flowering in the Stansted Groves on
Mar 13 (but no signs of Early Purple Orchid here though the Lesser Periwinkles in
Pits Copse are giving their best show ever!)

44. Rue-leaved Saxifrage: The first flower opened on the plants in the East Pallant in
Havant opened on Mar 12
45. Wallflower: Starting to flower along the Ferry Road on Hayling on Mar 10
46. Coltsfoot: On Mar 10 a few more flowers were out on the Hayling Coastal Path and
on Mar 12 well over 50 flowers were open on islands in the IBM Lake at Portsmouth
INSECTS
46. Small Tortoiseshell: The first two of the year were roused from their hibernation
when desks (stored overwinter in a cool corridor) were brought into a warm office at the
Alice Holt Forest Research building on the Surrey border near Fanham on Mar 9.
47. Moths: Mar 8 saw the first two finds of Small Brindled Beauty at Colden Common
and Bishopstoke and Mar 9 brought five reports of Small Quaker (also firsts for the
year). Other newcomers were Tawny Pinion on Mar 7 and Pale Pinion on Mar 8
48. Other species being found in the past week are The Chestnut, Clouded Drab,
Common Quaker (Barry Goater had 41 of these at Eastleigh on the night of Mar
8), Early Moth, Dark Chestnut, Early Grey, Grey Shoulder-knot. Hebrew
Character, March Moth, Oak Beauty, Pale Brindled Beauty, The Satellite and
Dotted Border
49. Hummingbird Hawkmoth: One had been seen in the Channel Islands on Jan 16 but
perhaps a more general arousal from hibernation came on Mar 9 when one was flying
around in a supermarket at (I think) Fareham. Mar 10 saw another worn example
being seen in an old building at Bawdsey in Suffolk.
OTHER
26. Stoat: The second and third reports of these for the year came on the same day, Mar
9, and probably indicate an increase in activity by females which have just become
pregnant after mating last summer (delayed implantation of the eggs). The first report
was from the Isle of Wight on Feb 27 and one of these two is also from the south of the
Island while the other comes (rather appropriately) from Warren Park in Hastings
where one was checking rabbit burrows.
27. Bottle-nosed Dolphins: The only reports of these for this year that I have heard of
were a series of seven sightings off Portland Bill between Jan 20 and Feb 23 numbers seen varied but it is very likely that they were all of the same pod consisting of
seven adults and a calf. A new report, also from Portland and again of an estimated 8
Dolphins, is dated Mar 10
28. Fallow Deer: While in Stansted Forest on Mar 13 I saw three bucks with six does, two
of the bucks having good heads of antlers which are now approaching their 'sell by
date' (normally being cast in April of May). Later I saw four more does on the fields
around Sindles Farm at Aldsworth - they had been stopped in the middle of a grass
field by the sight of a tractor rolling corn in the next field they were about to cross but
hopefully found a detour as I could also see a couple of dogs with people in another
adjacent field.
29. Harvest Mouse: Richard Carpenter tells me that on Mar 10 Alan Hold found two of
these in reeds at Titchfield Haven, close to the spot where a nest was found a few
years back - I remember reading about that find and learning that Harvest Mice swim
readily (and had to in order to reach their nest) but I cannot find the date. The few
references that I have start with news that they could be found at Gilbert White's home
in Selborne in 1998. then on 27 July 2002 I heard of a baby being found near the North
Walls at Pagham Harbour (and I remarked .. perhaps it had fallen out of one of the
many tennis balls donated by Wimbledon this summer for use as Harvest Mouse
nests). On 12 Oct 2003 two of these mice were seen at Emer Bog near Romsey and
on 21 Dec that year 4 old summer nests were found at Cheriton near Alresford. In

2004 there were two possible sightings of Harvest Mice at Brook Meadow in Emsworth
(Oct 17 and Nov 4) and the presence of these elusive animals was made more likely by
the find of what was probably an old nest.
Thu 10 Mar

F. Langstone, Hayling Oysterbed and Gunner Point
On my way south I was not intending to stop until I reached the shore but as I was passing
the point (south of the A27 and beyond the footbridge leading to Wade Lane) where the
Billy Trail runs parallel to the Lymbourne Stream and the old Wade Court Chinese garden
a small brown bird in the stream caught my eye as being something unusual. Stopping
and turning back I saw a small, thin, brown bird rushing away from me and scuttling up the
far bank of the stream into the cover of the Wade Court grounds. I assume it was a Water
Rail though I did not see either the bill nor the upright rudder post of a tail so I suppose
there is a chance that it could be some rarer rail but if anything it was more likely to be a
first winter Water Rail, smaller and browner, with a dull coloured bill, than an adult.
Interestingly this sighting was in the same place that I had been told of a sighting of a very
similar bird on Feb 24 so there is a chance that it may still be there for others to see up to
the end of March.
After that my first stop was at the south end of Langstone Bridge to look east along the
Bridge Farm shore of Northney. Here the most numerous birds were 120 Brent, 30 Teal
and 30 Black-tailed Godwits with a large number of tide-edge Dunlin now that the water
was falling fast.
Crossing the road there were plenty of Redshank and more Blackwits in Texaco Bay and
the main pool of the Oysterbeds had 27 Shelduck to boost the half dozen I had seen
before I got there (not sure where they had all got to as when I met Jason Crook by the
lagoon he told me he had seen 115 between Warblington and Northney earlier in the day).
Turning to look at the ‘Tern nesting island’ from the north (the main channel for water to
go in and out) I could see at least 100 Black-headed Gull, 10 Med Gulls, 2
Oystercatchers and 1 Cormorant. You get a better impression of the number of birds
likely to nest from here (most of them are on the sloping west bank of the island that
cannot be seen from the ‘bus shelter’) but when I got round to the east side of the island I
was much closer to the birds and the sight and sound of them was very impressive particularly the pairs of courting Med Gulls enhancing the sight of their black heads, red
bills and white plumage with tailed raised, wings half spread, squatting display stances
and by their constant calls (so much nicer than the raucous Black-heads) - incidentally it is
difficult not to think that the sky for half a mile around the Oysterbeds is not full of invisible
Med Gulls as their calls are never ending but they are often difficult to see agains whitish
or grey clouds.
Back in the main pool I had seen one pair of Ringed Plover making their display flights
and while I was at the lagoon another one flew over it but I did not see any grounded on
the island. While I was there Jason Crook told me that the total of Black-necked Grebe in
the harbour was currently up to 18 as two new birds had arrived in the last day or so
(probably in transit from winter quarters further west). Jason also told me that there was
as yet no substantial reduction of Wigeon or other wildfowl numbers in the harbour - that
was in response to my saying that I thought Wigeon number were down and that I had
seen only one of them on my way to the Oysterbeds today. Two birds which Jason
thought were leaving were a couple of Curlew which headed east high over our heads
while we were talking.
Cycling on south I found half a dozen Coltsfoot flowers on the seaward side of the
coastal path just before reaching the path to the West Lane bends and when I came to the
first open meadow on my left (the one with Aston House beyond it) I stopped to look for a
Little Owl in the trees along the south side of the field. As I stopped I noticed a pair of

Red-legged Partridge scuttling away from me and through the hedge below to owl tree they in turn seemed to have disturbed the Little Owl on the ground in the field beyond the
hedge as it flew up into the tree (perching out of my sight but giving me a one second view
of unmistakeable rounded wings). As I was scanning the tree in the hope of picking out
the owl a Green Woodpecker flew silently into it and that did perch in full view.
Further south, passing the huge vista of flowering rape left from last year’s crop, a single
Jay flew over the field towards me and in so doing put up some 250 Woodpigeon which
had previously been invisible in the ‘crop’. On Sinah Common there was very little of
interest - just one Stonechat and the sight of many Tree Lupins which had I think
suffered frost damage to their tips where they were high enough to be exposed to the
north wind (it may have been the beginning of the fungal disease which often blights the
plants as a whole - I hope not).
Near the Ferry Inn the roadside Wallflowers had started to flower and at the Kench the
quiet calls of an invisible Ringed Plover came from among the flock of Brent that were
still there after the tide had fallen. On Sinah Gravel Pit two pairs of Canada Geese were
guarding their potential nest sites on the main east end island and two white Emden
Geese were on the grass by the Golf Club building. On the water, in addition to the gulls,
Coots, Moorhen and a few Mallard, I saw 9 Tufted Duck and 7 Pochard with one Little
Grebe in the background.
Wed 9 Mar
BIRDS
152.
Red-necked Grebe: Maybe the bird that was off the mouth of Chichester
Harbour from Feb 18 to Mar 5 has moved west as we now have two sightings in the
west Solent (and no more off Hayling). On Mar 6 one was seen from Tanners Lane
(just west of Lymington) and on Mar 8 one was off Lepe Beach (west side of the mouth
of Southampton Water)
153.
Shag: On Mar 7 Kris Gillam saw more than 70 in the Sandown Bay area of the
Isle of Wight (south west of Bembridge Foreland). The birds seemed to be mainly
arriving from the west and moving east towards the Foreland but a good number of
them settled on the Culver Cliffs and others were moving to and fro, so an accurate
count was impossible, but the number was certainly a record for the Isle of Wight. On
Mar 8 there were still around 30 Shags on the Culver Cliffs
154.
Bittern: Steve Mansfield watched one fly across Alresford Pond at midday on
Mar 5. One had been seen at this pond on Jan 29, and there was a sighting there last
year on Jan 30 with others in previous years.
155.
Little Egret: Two recent sightings of Egrets searching for food in garden ponds
adds to the evidence for Egrets being predators of Frogs and Newts. John Goodspeed
has heard of one in a Havant (Denvilles area) garden on both Mar 1 and 3 and I have
been told that one was seen taking fish from an Emsworth garden pond (in the
Convent Lane area just west of the village centre) recently. Among the many other
recent sightings I see there was one in the Long Slade Bottom area of the New Forest
(near Hinchelsea Bog, west of Brockenhurst) on Mar 8 - in view of the many bogs and
shallow streams in the New Forest I am surprised there are not more feeding there
regularly.
156.
Bewick's Swan: The group of 8 (including two young birds) were still at Ibsley
when John Clark was there on Mar 6.
157.
Egyptian Goose: 26 of these were at the Fox Lane gravel pits at Eversley in
the north of Hampshire on Mar 6 (last September a Hants record count of 34 of them
was made at this site)

158.
Shelduck: I could still see at least 60 Shelduck on the north Hayling shore
when looking from Langstone on Mar 7 (but on that same day I could only see two on
the South Moors shore.
159.
Pintail: Three were on the Nore Barn shore at the west end of Emsworth on
Mar 6
160.
Goldeneye: John Clark had a good inland count of 29 Goldeneye on Ibsley
Water near Ringwood on Mar 6
161.
Goosander: A more spectacular count at Ibsley Water on Mar 6 was of 60
Goosander (incl 18 males). The highest count I know of there in 2004 was 27, and in
2003 it seems to have been 22, but cold weather can bring much larger numbers into
Hampshire - I read that in the hard winter of 1963 there may have been 190 Goosander
in Hampshire as a whole, including one flock of 100 on the Avon just north of
Fordingbridge
162.
Ruddy Duck: John's count of these on Ibsley Water on Mar 6 was 21 (there
had been 26 there on Feb 17)
163.
Buzzard: Tom Bickerton would like to hear of any further sightings of a very
pale Buzzard which he saw on Mar 4 in the Hambrook gravel pits/Marlpit Lane area
(just west of Funtington on the road from Chichester to Havant). Tom says the bird has
strikingly white plumage. If anyone sees it let me know and I will pass the news on to
Tom.
164.
Peregrine: The first sighting of a bird back around Chichester cathedral comes
from Richard Goodwin, who saw one there on Mar 8
165.
Saker Falcon: One was seen in Christchurch Harbour on Mar 6 carrying off
what looked like a Grey Plover
166.
Golden Plover: Just 5 were with Lapwings on the Langstone east shore on
Mar 7
167.
Sanderling: 18 were on the Southsea shore on Mar 6 when 51 were just
across the Solent near Puckpool Point (IoW)
168.
Purple Sandpiper: On Mar 6 Roger Webb found six at Southsea Castle but
Barry Collins could only find one on the Castle shore on Mar 7 - however he spotted 3
more perched on a green buoy about 200 metres out to sea and from past reports it
seems that if you have good eyesight and a powerful scope they can be spotted out on
Spitbank Fort or (closer in) on the structure of the South Parade Pier.
169.
Whimbrel: John Goodspeed reports a sighting of one in Tipner Lake (east
side of the M275 going into Portsmouth) on Mar 5. I have not heard of one wintering in
Portsmouth Harbour but this could be the bird from Langstone Harbour roaming further
afield as it feels the call of spring (though I have not heard of the Langstone bird since
5 Dec last year), Another source of a wintering bird would be the Isle of Wight where
one has been in the Medina Estuary at Cowes, seen there on Jan 23 and Mar 8.
Normally passage birds do not arrive until the very end of March (last year the first was
on Mar 31 flying past Bexhill), and early birds would be seen offshore, not in Tipner
Lake!
170.
Green Sandpiper: These seem to have been scarce this winter but there has
been a sudden surge in sightings since Mar 4 - among the eight sightings I have heard
of in the four days from Mar 4 - 7 was one of a bird at the Thornham Marshes (Thorney
Island) on Mar 7, one flying north over the Testwood Lakes at Southampton on Mar 6,
and of four different birds in the Alresford area on Mar 5.
171.
Med Gull: Among recent sightings was one from Kevin Stouse of one on the
IBM Lake on Mar 7, and my score at Langstone went up to five birds there on Mar 8

172.
Black-headed Gull: A partial albino (pure white all over except for some black
on its primaries) was at Ibsley Water (Ringwood) on Mar 6 where it was among a roost
of 3200 normal birds!
173.
Iceland/Kumlien's Gull: The Brighton bird was in the marina and offshore
there on Mar 7
174.
Razorbill: Since reporting that one was eaten by a Seal off Black Point
(Hayling) on Mar 2 I have heard via Ian Julian that Andy Johnson said of the encounter
that .. "he first of all saw the Razorbill acting rather strangely in the water, (maybe
already injured, maybe already attacked, but he thinks it may have had oil damage)
then a seal grabbed it from underneath. For a long time, a minute or so, the 2 creatures
just looked at one another, the Razorbill made a little peck at the seal, then the seal
began playing with it, till it finally drowned it and discarded the body." Maybe Seal
attacks on ducks are not aimed a getting a meal (after all Seals are not equipped for
plucking a bird and a mouth full of feathers would hardly be as tasty as a raw flounder
- the typical Seal meal) but are more of a 'sporting activity' (like men in red coats
enjoying the sight of dogs tearing a fox to pieces). Perhaps the Seals go for a bird in
the hope of a meal, find out that they do not enjoy the taste of feathers, but then find
that ducks make good 'rag dolls' to play with - the one thing that seemed to be certain
about the Seal attacks on ducks in Langstone Harbour was that the Seals would ' play
with' their prey after catching it.
175.
Ring-necked Parakeet: A very interesting report from Ian Standivan is of a
juvenile Ring-necked Parakeet seen in Hastings on Mar 6, showing that some at least
of these Parakeets (which long ago originated from regions south of the equator) have
not accustomed themselves to our seasons and so nest in the autumn. I have no idea
of when the majority of feral Parakeets in this country do breed (can anyone shed light
on this?) but I believe that most sightings in Hampshire have been in winter months
(personally I recall that in 1974 a pair would come to our bird table here in Havant daily
during the winter).
176.

Short-eared Owl: Two were performing over Thornham Marshes on Mar 7

177.

Kingfisher: One was still to be seen at Langstone Mill on Mar 5

178.
Swallow: After seeing the report of a probable House Martin coming in off the
sea to the Isle of Wight on Mar 4 Ed Griffiths has told me that the Buckinghamshire
e-mail bird news recently carried a report from Graham Jones saying .. "At 17.45 this
evening (23rd February), a Common (Barn) Swallow flew in front of my car at Terrick,
Nr Aylesbury, heading North/West. It actually flew over a perched Little Owl!"
179.
Rock Pipit: A lengthy contribution to HOSLIST from Jason Crook says that on
Mar 5 he saw a summer plumage Rock Pipit at Farlington Marshes and he goes on to
make a number of interesting points. The first is that the great majority, maybe all, the
Rock Pipits wintering around Farlington are of the Scandinavian race and Jason
suggests that we should all look more carefully at all Rock Pipits we see at this time of
year and send in reports of their sub-species. To help with this separation have a look
at www.southeastbirdnews.co.uk/RockAndWaterPipits.htm - one thing you may
discover is that what you thought was a rather dull specimen of a summer plumaged
Water Pipit is actually a bright Scandinavian Rock Pipit. Another important point is that
Rock Pipits are by no means restricted to the sea shores - Jason writes .. "At Farlington
Rock Pipits often feed around freshwater and saline pools on the main marsh
(especially at high tide when they are forced off the shoreline and base of the seawall),
and additionally they can often be seen perched on fence posts, wires and
occasionally (and certainly not rarely) on the outer branches of small hawthorn bushes.
I'd say here that Water Pipits often sit on bushes when these are available, and even
inside the "canopy" when flushed. The (Scandinavian) Rock Pipits which perch on

bushes are usually those which have been feeding in the same fresh-water flooded
long-grass/short scattered phragmites-type habitat that Water Pipits often feed in."
180.
Water Pipit: Single birds have been reported from Brading Sewage Works
and from Christchurch Harbour, both on Mar 6
181.
White Wagtails?: No one has as yet made a definite report of one turning up
along the south coast but the Portland Bill observatory noted small groups of 'alba'
Wagtails arriving from the sea and moving inland on both Mar 6 and 7.
182.
Pied Wagtail: Returning to the subject of Wagtail night roosts I see that on Mar
7 at least 33 were spending the night in the warmth of Dungeness Power Station.
183.
Waxwing: Up to 40 were still being seen in the Bassett/Portswood areas of
Southampton on Mar 8 and up to 30 were in Horsham that day with smaller groups at
Uckfield and Haywards Heath. In north Hampshire just 7 were shopping at Tesco in
Chineham (Basingstoke) on Mar 8.
184.
Blackbird: On Mar 4 a Blackbird was 'singing in the snow' in Brian Fellows
Emsworth garden and from Mar 6 onwards they have been heard daily (I heard 4 in
different places around Havant on Mar 7
185.
Rook: On Mar 5 they were busy around nests in East Meoin and I hear that
there is plenty of activity now in Rowlands Castle (near the railway). At both Portland
and Dungeness small groups of migrants arrived on Mar 7 (6 and 3 birds respectively)
186.
Raven: Christchurch Harbour birders have recently found that Ravens are
regular visitors to Hengistbury Head at first light, and now they are on the look out for
them they area seen them daily - three on Mar 6, six on Mar 7 and two on Mar 8.
187.
Siskin: These birds remain very scarce and my only new report is of a single
bird among the various migrants arriving at Dungeness on Mar 7
188.
Yellowhammer: Better news of these - not only was one among arriving
migrants at Portland on Mar 7 but small flocks were seen in game crops on Park Hill
above East Meon on Mar 5 and on Highdown Hill (south of the A27 just west of
Worthing) on Mar 6
PLANTS
23. Forget-me-not: On Mar 8 the first flowers were open here in Havant on the very
common plant that I do not know how to name - it appears to be Wood Forget-me-not
but it is the very common garden escape of a cultivar of that species
24. Rue-leaved Saxifrage: The mass of plants along the pavement edge in the East
Pallant street here in Havant are slowly showing white flower buds on more and more
plants but at the time of writing (Mar 10) none have opened.
25. Trees weeping after woodpecker attacks: On Mar 7 I had a request from Keith
Richardson for help in finding the cause of damage to more than a dozen Norway
Maples and Sycamores he had recently seen in the Blackmoor area just west of
Woolmer Forest in East Hampshire. He sent me photos showing three of the trees
weeping copiously from a ring of holes at about head height on trees whose trunks
were less than six inches in diameter. As this damage was seen on frosty days, and
the wounds still had some of the bark arching over them (as if pushed up from below
rather than hit from the outside) my first suggestion was that the rising sap had met a
frozen section of the trunk and the pressure had forced the sap to explode outwards at
weak points around the trunk but I also sent the photos to Michael Prior (Head Forester
at Stansted Forest) for a professional opinion. Michael quickly restrained my fantasies
and said he was certain that this was woodpecker damage - he pointed out that sap
rises in response to capillary action (i.e. 'suction' from above, not pressure from
below), and said that beetle grubs and the like are very likely to be found in relatively

young and thin trees and it was these that the Woodpeckers would be after. The fact
that some bark remained arching over the wound merely meant that the blows had
been struck from a sideways angle rather than straight into the trunk. Michael then
went on to say that this is the time of year that you can get really drunk for free if you
have some wine-making equipment - a large glass jar and some piping. You make a
relatively large circular hole near the base of any Maple or Birch tree when the sap is
rising strongly, push in your pipe and connect it to the jar which will fill over-night with a
very potent liquid... (I'm sure there are some detailed technical wine-making and health
and safety factors that you need to know if you are to survive the experiment - and also
some legal ones if you think of going into a wood that you do not own!)
INSECTS
8. Moths: The only newcomer to the year list was a Grey Shoulder-Knot found on the
morning of Mar 8 basking on a fence at Chineham in Basingstoke by Mike Wall but
there are signs of increased moth activity in recent reports - although Derek Mills found
the first March Moth on Feb 9 we had to wait till Mar 6 for the next find and then had
two more finds on Mar 7. There has been a similar gap between findings of the first
Oak Beauty at Pennington on Feb 1 (with another there on Feb 3) and the next find on
Mar 7 (also in the same area near Lymington). Other finds in the past few days include
The Chestnut, Dark Chestnut, Common Quaker, The Satellite, Spring Usher and
Dotted Border (the last being found floating on a pond but it was safely rescued with a
stick).
OTHER
10. Mole: One was recently discovered on the surface in an Eastleigh garden in daylight it was fed with earth worms all afternoon but then suddenly rolled on its back and died.
I suspect it had been poisoned or would not have been out, and allowed itself to be
captured, in the first place. Hopefully the poisoning was not intentional (by someone
trying to rid his lawn of molehills) but I suspect it may have been. I also suspect that
such poisoning would be illegal and if any further evidence of it comes to light the
person finding such evidence (even if they do not know who the poisoner is) should
contact the Hampshire Wildlife Police, i.e. Geoff Culbertson, on 01962-871500 (or
urgent messages to his mobile 07971-783660)
11. Water Vole: The first sighting of the spring by the River Ems at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth was on Mar 3. Two January sightings of Water Voles swimming were
presumably of animals that had been disturbed and were moving to safety rather than
coming out to feed and breed. One of these sightings was at Emsworth on Jan 6, the
other by the River Test at the Lower Test Marshes on Jan 14.
12. Red Squirrel: A group of 9 were seen 'foraging' in Firestone Copse on the Isle of
Wight on Mar 7
13. Hare: One was seen on a ploughed field at East Meon on Mar 5
14. Rabbit: Another sign of spring was the first baby rabbit seen by Kevin Stouse on the
IBM Portsmouth site on Mar 7
15. Skate (fish): A new addition to my wildlife database was required to record a strange
recent finding on the Hayling shore near Sandy Point. I was asked to suggest an
identity for a find that looked like the shell of a giant beetle with four stright 'legs', one at
each corner of the shell which was around 6 inches long. My guess was that this was
some sort of fish egg-case, but those of the comonly found 'Mermaid's Purse' type (laid
by Dog-fish) are smaller and have 'legs' which are spirally twisted (they were originally
wound round seaweed to prevent the egg case drifting away during the many months
(up to 11) that it takes for the baby fish to develop. A little research discovered that
Skate have these larger egg-cases (up to 9 inches long and 6 wide) which do have
straight 'legs' which presumably stick into the seabed as the flukes of a boat anchor do.

As Skate are quite rare nowadays and live in deep water (up to 2,000 feet deep) this
egg case may have travelled a long way before it reached Hayling.
Tue 8 Mar

D. Wade Court and Pook Lane
This morning I collected the Frog Spawn from the shallow water in the ditch beside the
Billy Trail behind my house (where the water will probably have dried out in a couple of
weeks) and took it to Gill Knight’s pond at the Old Farmhouse opposite Wade Court from
which Newts and Frogs (which used to flourish there) have vanished in recent years. It
was Gill who suggested that Little Egrets might be having a singnificant impact on Frog
and Newt populations, adding to the effect of ‘Red-leg’ disease among Frogs, and today
she told me that she bases here opinion on knowledge of at least one house in Emsworth
where an Egret has been seen in the garden eating fish from the pond (as well as the
evidence we all have of Egrets searching for food in damp fields, etc, where they are likely
to take frogs and froglets among their prey).
After delivering the spawn I walked on to the shore at the end of Wade Lane, had a look
around Langstone Mill, then came back along the beach and up Pook Lane. Around the
Mill I found at least five Med Gulls and later saw a Jay flying north up Pook Lane along
the edge of the big field opposite the old Rectory (five Egrets were searching for food in
the field). On the north side of the A27 there were still no flowers on the mass of Shining
Cranesbill but I did see my first flowers of the version of Wood Forget-me-not which is a
very common escape from gardens. Not yet in flower, but having a second white flower
bud alongside the first seen recently, was the Rue-leaved Saxifrage in the East Pallant
pavement edge.
Mon 7 Mar

F. Around Langstone
With the evenings now drawing out I did my weekly poster delivery round well before the
light started to fade, but during it I heard four different Blackbirds singing in response to
what seems to be the end of the cold snap. During the morning I had heard both Mistle
and Song Thrush song and seen my first pair of Long-tailed Tits looking as if they were
on territory (no nest material, but only two birds staying around the same bushes and not
making the contact calls that you get from a group of them on the move in search of food).
On my evening round I made a detour to the north pier of the old railway bridge from which
I could see the wildfowl at the mouth of the Langbrook stream and watch the gulls
streaming over towards their roost in the Sword Sands area south of Farlington Marshes
(this is probably where all the birds that sometimes roost in the Northney-Warblington area
go to when for some reason they feel unsafe there).
The number of Wigeon along the Warblington shore has diminished recently but there
were still around 50 here and plenty of Brent though though only two Shelduck and the
number of waders was low (only 20 Dunlin, half a dozen Oystercatchers and even fewer
Curlew, Redshank and Grey Plover though there were around a dozen Black-tailed
Godwit). Best bird was a probable Greenshank which flew off silently to pitch too far
away to pick it out. Among the gulls (still plenty of Common with the Black-heads) was a
single adult Great Blackback.
Over on the Langstone Village shore around 60 Shelduck were still present with some 50
Lapwing (and among them a group of 5 Golden Plover), and while there were no Wigeon
I saw at least 35 Teal. No Egrets in the Harbour but the regular bird was in the
Lymbourne Stream on the way out and another was in the pony fields north of Wade Court
on the way back.

Wildlife diary and news for Feb 28 - Mar 6 (Week 9)
Sun 6 Mar
BIRDS
296.
Red-throated Diver: Since the beginning of February I have heard of 842 of
these divers heading east past Dungeness, including 227 on Mar 1, 126 on Mar 4 and
78 on Mar 5. Clearly this is only a fraction of the number that pass through the English
Channel at the end of winter, and my Shell Gude tells me that the number present
around the coasts of Britain and Ireland during the winter is in the range 10,000 to
100,000. Another reminder of things the average Hampshire birder never sees!
297.
Red-necked Grebe: One of these remains a regular out near the wreck
markers off the mouth of Chichester Harbour, last seen by Mark Litjens on Mar 5.
Andy Johnson does not give a date but says that on one occasion recently a second
bird appeared in the area but was not made welcome by the 'owner of the fishing
grounds'.
298.
Slavonian Grebe: George Spraggs saw five of these in the mouth of
Chichester Harbour on Mar 3, and in the west Solent Mike Rafter saw one in summer
plumage off the Beaulieu River on that same day.
299.
Black-necked Grebe: Also in the west Solent on Mar 3 Mike Rafter saw 4 of
these, at least one of them also in summer plumage.
300.
Manx Shearwater: These normally do not show up in the English Channel until
the end of March so one seen passing Portland Bill on Mar 4 was noted as an early
record (though they have already seen one there on Jan 1 - and another winter 'misfit'
was off Brighton on Jan 9)
301.
Spoonbill?: A mystery bird seen by Derek Hale from Newtown Harbour flying
east through the Solent might have been a Spoonbill but Derek is not claiming that it
was.
302.
Mute Swan: The pair which have built a nest on the island at Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth are now showing typical form by trying to get rid of other birds in the
immediate vicinity of the nest. Ian Julian saw them attacking other birds there on Feb
28 - in particular trying to drown one of the four Aylesbury ducks which have only
recently arrived there (and whose all white plumage singles them out as potential
rivals?). One of the four has already disappeared .... No breeding activity yet at
Langstone Pond nor at the Leigh Park Gardens lake where the pair were present on
Mar 5.
303.
Whooper Swan: Gert Corfield (who is a new comer to SOS news this winter)
checked out the River Arun north from Burpham (near the Wildfowl Trust reserve)
north to North Stoke (where the river cuts through the Downs) and found 4 Whooper
Swans with 50 Mutes. As there have been plenty of Bewick's in this area and no
Whoopers in the past year I have just the slightest of doubts ...
304.
Barnacle Goose: On Mar 2 Brian Fellows was surprised to find two of these
among the Brent Geese in Emsworth Harbour (where he has never seen them before)
and he wondered if they could be the two members of the Baffins Gang which were
reported missing from Titchfield Haven on Feb 18. I can't answer that but Richard
Carpenter now tells me that all 8 Barnacles (plus the hybrid) were back at Titchfield on
Mar 4.
305.
Brent Goose: 63 flew east past Dungeness on Mar 1 and another 680 went
past on Mar 2 followed by 119 on Mar 3. Maybe some of them are uncertain it is wise

to start off in such cold conditions as a group of 14 dropped out and settled on the
grass near the Pett Levels on Mar 5.
306.
Black Brant: Andy Johnson confirmed that the Wittering/Black Point bird was
still present on Mar 4
307.
Mandarin: George Spraggs tells us that on Mar 4 he visited the Stoke Fruit
Farm (just south of the first set of S Bends as you drive south onto Hayling) and found
a smart male Mandarin with a group of Mallard that live on a pond just behind the farm
house - he was told it arrived of its own volition about 15 months ago and has stayed
there except for a brief period last spring. One of my sons who lives on Hayling tells
me that he has had to brake suddenly on more than one occasion when he drives
round the bend and finds a string of 'farmyard ducks' waddling across the road from the
farm to the fields on the other side, so I don't know what the life expectancy of this
Mandarin is ...
308.
Shoveler: Ian Julian found some 70 Shoveler and the same number of Tufted
Duck present on Baffins Pond on Feb 28 (where he also saw the female Rosybill back
on the pond)
309.
Red-crested Pochard: A male, in company with three Shelduck, dropped in to
the Hamble river at Curbridge on Mar 5 where it was seen by John Faithfull on Mar 5. I
have heard of no recent reports of such a bird in south Hampshire since one was at the
mouth of the Hamble on Mar 27 and 28 last year. (Maybe, like the Mandarin on
Hayling, it lives happily on some domestic duck pond through the year but feels a call
of nature in the spring?)
310.
Eider: Although the Titchfield Haven website has not been updated since
mid-February Richard Carpenter tells me that there were still some 90 Eider offshore
there on Mar 2.
311.
Scoters: On Mar 5 Cliff Dean saw some 200 Common Scoter were on the
sea off Pett Level (in Rye Bay) with at least 6 Velvet Scoter among them. I suspect
that these were birds on passage, unlikely to stay.
312.

Smew: Three were still at Scotney Court (Rye Harbour) on Mar 5.

313.
Goosander: Four were on the river in Beaulieu village on Mar 4 where one
was seen on Feb 23
314.
Hen Harrier: A ringtail was seen over Titchfield Haven on Feb 25 - others are
still to be seen at several locations in the south but this is the first sighting at the Haven
this year.
315.
Ringed Plover: These are now on the move - I saw 28 in the Hayling
Oysterbeds area on Mar 3 and on Mar 4 Kris Gillam found one unexpectedly in a
carpark at Yaverland on the Isle of Wight coast while Derek Hale also saw three in an
unexpected place at Ryde on that same day, and on Mar 5 Chris Meaney came on a
dozen near the Bembridge Foreland.
316.
Golden Plover: The first to be seen in summer plumage was at the Eastleigh
Wide Lane playing fields site on Mar 2, but on Mar 3 both Portland and Dungeness
reported a few coming north over the channel in response to hard weather and on Mar
5 a flock of more than 1200 were in the Chirstchurch Harbour area, seemingly for the
same reason.
317.
Lapwing: These were seen fleeing the snow in several places on Mar 3 - 333
went west over Hayling, 450 came in off the sea and headed north at Portland Bill and
other birds on the move were seen over Southampton and Shanklin. The biggest
movement on Mar 3 was some 4000 birds arriving at Dungeness from the continent,
and on Mar 4 1400 had arrived at Rye Harbour, and well over 200 were newcomers in
Christchurch Harbour. Despite all this I was pleased to find a single pair back on

breeding territory on the Gipsies Plain (just south of Havant Thicket and west of
Rowlands Castle)
318.
Woodcock: One at Dungeness on Mar 4 and one in Christchurch Harbour on
Mar 5 were presumably arrivals from the cold continent. Of less certain origin was one
seen by Richard Carpenter in the Chilling area west of Titchfield Haven on Feb 24
319.
Greenshank: A count of 11 at Curbridge on the River Hamble on Mar 5 was a
sudden increase from the counts of 1 to 6 there earlier this year.
320.
Grey Phalarope: In Jan we heard of one turning up in Lade Pit at Dungeness
on Jan 22 but I thought that had left when one was reported flying west off Selsey Bill in
Feb 12 but reports of one still at Lade Pit are dated Mar 2, 4 and 5 so it may be that one
is wintering there.
321.
Little Gull: I have heard no reports of these since January (last one was at
Black Point on Hayling on Jan 17) but Mar 1 brought a report of one at Ardingley
reservoir (north of Haywards Heath) - so far no confirmation of this.
322.
Black-headed Gull: On Mar 3 there were at least 25 birds on and around the
'Tern nesting island' at the Hayling Oysterbeds, all looking as if they were staking their
claim to a nest site there - will there be any space left for the Terns?
323.
Caspian Gull: On Mar 2 Steve Keen was 'pretty certain' that he saw one at
Barton on Sea and on the same day an adult was reported to be at Dungeness.
324.
Iceland Gull: Richard Carpenter tells me that one was at Titchfield Haven on
Feb 26 and then on Mar 1 one turned up at Brighton and has been seen frequently and
closely on the Roedean minature golf course and around Brighton Marina up to Mar 5
- the consensus there seems to be that it is a genuine Kumlien's Gull (and I assume it
to be the Gosport bird which has now moved to allow Sussex birders to express their
opinion's on its parentage).
325.
Sandwich Tern: On Mar 3 George Spraggs saw three birds together at the
mouth of Chichester Harbour
326.
Guillemot: Mark Litjens found one in summer plumage at the mouth of
Chichester Hrbour on Mar 5
327.
Razorbill: On Mar 2 Andy Johnson saw one of the five birds that have been at
the mouth of Chichester Harbour being devoured by a Common Seal (but that does not
seem to have deterred the others - Mark Litjens saw three there on Mar 5)
328.
Long-eared Owl: Some still at Rye Harbour - two seen there on Mar 4 and one
on Mar 5
329.
Short-eared Owl: One was over Warren Down (north edge of Stansted Forest
west of Forestside church) on Mar 4, seen by John Simons who regularly walks his
dogs in the area and has not seen one here in the past 17 years (he suggests it was a
refugee from snow further east).
330.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: John Faithfull had one in trees on the banks of
the Hamble river at Curbridge on Mar 5 (and Chris Jones had a more expected bird at
Fleet Pond on Mar 3)
331.
Woodlark: One was singing somewhere in the Test Valley north of Romsey on
Mar 2 (possibly Casbrook Common??)
332.
HOUSE MARTIN: On Mar 4 Kris Gillam saw a single Hirundine, which might
have been a House Martin, fly in off the sea at Yaverland (between Sandown and the
Culver Down/Foreland area). Not quite as dramatic as the flock of up to 40 that were
seen on the Isle of Wight between Feb 2 and 18 last year, but sufficiently early to make
one wonder if Gilbert White was right and that some do hibernate in Bembridge

Harbour - or possibly Sandown boating lake. Last year one of these early birds was
reported to have reached Hayling Island on Feb 14 so the Hayling seawatchers should
keep their eyes open!
333.
Waxwing: Still being reported in large numbers - up to 168 in the Southampton
Maybush/Lordshill area, 72 in Romsey, 30 in the Bassett area of Southampton and 40
in Locks Heath near Fareham, 72 at Bordon, 80 in Aldershot and 36 in Fleet.
334.
Fieldfare: More than 100 were still to be seen at the north end of Titchfield
Haven on Mar 1
335.
Redwing: On Mar 5 I saw an estimated 20 birds in the area of the Havant
Thicket carpark
336.
Blackcap: A lot of recent sightings in gardens could mean that birds are on the
move fom wintering places in Britain back to the continent, but are just as likely to
reflect a shortage of food elsewhere at a time when the birds want to put on weight
before migrating. The most interesting bit of this discussion came from Tim Walker,
who said (in relation to the accepted theory that all our summer Blackcaps leave us in
the autumn and fly south to Africa to be replace by birds from central Europe who will
return there at the end of winter), "Just so that no one feels completely comfortable
with this theory, it has recently come to light that a juvenile Blackcap ringed
somewhere in Somerset during the summer was retrapped in the same area during
December! "
337.
Chiffchaff: Cliff Dean knows the birds of the Pett Levels pretty intimately,
sufficiently to suggest that a single Chiffchaff seen there on Mar 5 was possibly a newly
arrived migrant - at least he wrote .. "A Chiffchaff flitting round the base of alders in a
waterlogged wood might have been a migrant or perhaps the bird which was reported
here a few weeks ago." Distinguishing migrants from wintering birds is always a
problem at this time of year but I think you can be pretty certain that if you see a group
of them close to the coast feeding avidly in an area where you have not recently seen
any wintering birds you can feel justified in claiming them as migrants.
338.
Marsh Tit: I heard my first Marsh Tit song in Havant Thicket on Mar 5 but
Richard Carpenter had already found them paired and singing in Botley Woods on Feb
27
339.
Jay: Richard Carpenter found 5 of them 'displaying and warbling' by the
Titchfield Canal on Mar 1
340.
Magpie: On Mar 5 Cliff Dean found a flock of 17 at Pett Level near Hastings,
and on the same outing found others carrying sticks. On the same day the Portland Bill
website carried a picture of 10 Magpies perched together on telegraph wires (but not a
word of comment about them!). My guess would be that these flocks at coastal sites
are continental birds fleeing the cold while the locals get on with building their nests.
Interestingly, on Mar 3 I found a 'flock' of 13 Magpies in the pony fields north of Wade
Court but they dispersed in different directions and I am pretty sure they were only
there in the hope of food associated with the horses.
341.
Hawfinch: Two, maybe more, were at the Mercer's Way site in Romsey on
Mar 2
PLANTS
47. European Larch: The first sign of green leaves pushing through could be detected by
scanning trees with my binoculars when in Havant Thicket on Mar 5 - the trees were
not green enough to catch the naked eye but they soon will be.
48. Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage: A real sign of spring granted to Richard
Carpenter on Feb 28 was to find these plants in flower in the Hook Lake valley probably up near the end of Church Road in Warsash.

49. Goat Willow: Not my first golden Pussy Paws, but some on a tree by the Billy Trail in
Havant that I can see from the windows of my house, were opening on Mar 5
50. Coltsfoot: Again not the first of the year but a personal first was to find just one in
flower in the Staunton Country Park north of Havant on Mar 5. Richard Carpenter
easily beat me with some in Botley Woods on Feb 27 but the first of the year remains
the find by Cliff Dean on the Fairlight Cliffs at Hastings on Feb 13, with the Havant
Wildlife Group second with some at the Chichester Lakes on Feb 19.
INSECTS
50. Clouded Yellow: One factor which wrongly influenced my judgement (when
suggesting that the butterfly which Andy Collins saw at Bournemouth on Feb 15 could
have been emerging from hibernation) was that I thought I remembered that Clouded
Yellows had been proved to hibernate in Britain (where in fact they have not). I was
misremembering something from 1998 which caused me to write in my website entry
for 1 Feb 1999 .. "In the BC winter magazine that has just arrived there is an account
by a Professor John Wacher of how he proved that a PAINTED LADY survived the
1997/98 winter in his garden near Hayle in Cornwall by marking its wings with a bright
green permanent marker dot, 2mm in circumference, on Oct 23rd 1997 and seeing the
marked butterfly sunning itself on April 7th 1998 with the green dot clearly visible."
Then on 10 Mar 2001 I wrote .. "The most convincing local evidence that Painted
Ladies attempt to hibernate came in 1997 when one Robert Coyne reported that, on 24
Jan 97, when a shed was being dismantled on an allotment at Purbrook, a Painted
Lady fluttered to the ground. " It was these memories of proof that Painted Ladies will
hibernate in Britain that I was taking as evidence of Clouded Yellow doing so, and now
I have cleared that up I am all the more ready to agree with Andy's view that what he
saw was a butterfly just out of pupation.
51. Painted Lady: Perhaps helping with the above argument I see that Steve Nash has
heard of a Painted Lady being seen in Glasgow on Feb 17 (but he wisely does not
comment on its status!)
52. Red Admiral: Back on much safer ground I can report that I saw my first butterfly of
the year on Mar 5 - a very tatty Red Admiral in Havant Thicket.
53. Brimstone: Also on Mar 5 Adrian Hoskins went to Noar Hill in search of butterflies,
expecting a Red Admiral but finding a Brimstone. Interestingly this Brimstone was not
flying but fast asleep below a leaf where the sun shone through its wings (so not
hidden deep in Ivy as I would expect one to be in proper hibernation - perhaps this one
had come out of hibernation, flown about and then chosen a night rest spot as it would
in proper springtime? Alternatively can hibernation be successful in such an exposed
situation - assuming the leaf does not drop or get blown off in a winter gale?)
OTHER
30. Common Seal: On 25 Feb 98 I wrote an entry in this website saying .. "SEAL
ATTACKING DIVING DUCK. I had an update on this story from Bob Chapman today,
and he tells me that the Seal has been seen positively targetting birds (not just
snapping at them in chance underwater encounters) and that when it has 'hit' one it
plays with it, tossing it in the air before devouring it. Bob has also heard of a similar
Seal attacking duck incident near the mouth of Chichester Harbour recently so it may
not be just one rogue animal that is doing it." The was about a Common Seal in
Langstone Harbour, and on 2 Mar this year Andy Johnson reports that one of five
Razorbills which have been in the mouth of Chichester Harbour recently has also been
eaten by a Seal. Although I have not heard of Seals eating birds in the intevening six
years I am pretty sure that this is not exceptional behaviour by the odd rogue Seal and
would be interested to hear the opinion of others.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0203

Sat 5 Mar

B. Staunton Country Park
This morning I headed for Leigh Park Gardens and a circuit of Havant Thicket in bright
sunshine under clear but clouding skies. Best finds of the morning were my first butterfly
(only a tatty Red Admiral, my first Colts Foot in flower, and my first Marsh Tit song of the
year).
Starting in the Leigh Park Gardens carpark I found the Corn Spurrey plants which I had
discovered on my last visit, looking healthy and plentiful but with no flowers. On the lake
the pair of Swans were present on the water, unaccompanied by cygnets but showing no
signs of nesting. In the trees north of the lake plenty of tits were active and here I saw
Goldcrest and heard Nuthatch song, and when I headed up the long avenue towards
Havant Thicket I found many Blue Tits, several in small groups chasing each other as
pairs claimed and cleared their territories of intruders. Best bird was a Marsh Tit singing
its rapid high speed song from the tree tops.
Nearing the top of the Avenue I found a new fence across it with a metal kissing gate to let
me continue (and later in the easter side of Hammonds Piece Coppice I found a section
had been newly fenced off with a gate for vehicles/animals and another smaller one for
humans - not sure if this gate was padlocked).
In Havant Thicket Larches were just pushing out their new leaves - not enough to make
the trees green to the naked eye, and with no ‘Larch Roses’ that I could see. Here I
disturbed a very tatty Red Admiral from a sunny bank - the butterfly shot up into the air and
disappeared downwind. Later, passing the carpark area, I noted at least 20 Redwing and
out on the Gipsies Plain a few Meadow Pipits were probably passage birds.
I took the path over the open plain west and then south down the track with the ‘orchid
ditch’ which had a good show of Primroses but nothing else. No sign of Stonechats here
but I was heartened to see a pair of Lapwing on the ground about 100 yards west of the
orchid ditch (I think last year John Goodspeed had two or three breeding pairs here but I
did not expect them back so early).
After climbing the gate at the end of this track my last find was of a single Coltsfoot flower
near the entry to Hammonds Land Coppice - I only saw it when checking the trees
between me and the main road for a possible Little Owl (all I found was a couple of Jays).
Thu 3 Mar

G. Around North Hayling
A strong north-east wind gave me an easy ride down the Hayling Billy Trail and over
Langstone bridge but made it difficult to hold my bins steady while scanning from the
bridge for birds (of which there were few!). Reaching the Oysterbeds where we were a
little more sheltered from the wind, I was pleased to see 13 Ringed Plover (and later, in
Stoke Bay, to find at least another 15) and to find more than 20 Turnstone scuttling
around the seaweed at the edge of the rising tide. These were presumably birds already
on passage though hopefully some of Ringed Plover will stay to nest, and before that
(when the weather improves) to entertain us with their butterfly like courtship display
flights.
Some birds which had not been deterred by the weather from settling down on nest sites
were at least two dozen Black-headed Gulls on the ‘Little Tern’ nest island (for the first
time I actually used the bus shelter to escape the worst of the wind when watching them).
The lagoon also had 8 Merganser and a couple of Little Grebes on it as well as the very
smart pair of Herring Gulls in their breeding plumage. The Herring Gulls did not seem
interested in claiming a nest site on the island and I am wondering why they are staying on
the lagoon (as they did last year) as I think of them as cliff or roof-top nesters but I see from
my ‘boys book of birds nests’ that they will nest on shingle and in trees.

One of the aims of my trip was to look for Coltsfoot flowers which others have seen this
year but so far I have not, so I spent a few minutes around the Oysterbeds carpark where
they usually come up, and also had a look beside the coastal path just north of the pillbox
where I turned off towards Daw Lane. No sign of the Coltsfoot but the ditch on the north
side of Daw Lane had the beginnings of a good show of Primroses (no Violets yet) and of
Lesser Periwinkle at the east end.
My main hope for Coltsfoot was on the north shore of Mill Rythe (opposite Verner
Common), but still no luck, so I carried on up Woodgason Lane and St Peters Road into
Northney where the Rooks were busy around their nests. After struggling back over the
bridge against the wind I turned off the road at the Ship Inn to follow the shore back to
Wade Lane, and here on the water close to the north shore (partly sheltered from the
wind) there were the best part of 1000 gulls which had come to roost for the night but were
having to wait on the water for the tide to fall. The great majority were Black-headed with
a sprinkling of Common Gulls and a solid block of nearly 100 Herring Gulls (mainly
immature non-breeding birds) but with no Black-backs or Med Gulls that I could see. A
group of 18 Black-tailed Godwits were huddled on a small mud hummock that kept them
above water, and there were a few Teal and Wigeon among the host of Brent.
On the final stretch of the trip I found the two Swans still with their single cygnet on the Mill
Pond (no sign of nest building yet, nor of the Kingfisher) and in the fields north of Wade
Court there were three Egrets and at least 13 Magpies in the pony fields
Wed 2 Mar

C. Around the block in Havant
A brief walk to get some fresh air this morning showed me that the Frogs have still been
mating despite frost and snow - the water in the ditch beside the old Hayling Billy trail was
not frozen this morning and now has at least six clumps of spawn in two places.
In my garden at least one Grey Squirrel was still active and a Mistle Thrush was one of
six species singing, while a Starling coming down to pick up food was as smartly dressed
as many tropical species.
The Common Whitlowgrass in Waterloo Road is still looking fresh and smart and even
the Ivy-leaved Toadflax is showing its flowers on a wall exposed to the chill air

D. (Wed0203) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2702
BIRDS
189.
Red-throated Diver: The oiled bird seen at Farlington Marshes on Feb 6 and
flying out of Chichester Harbour on Feb 7 before coming ashore exhausted at Ryde on
Feb 10 (when it was captured by the RSPCA) has now recovered and is nearly ready
for release according to Derek Hale.
190.

Slavonian Grebe: 11 were seen off Selsey Bill on Feb 26

191.
Cormorant: On Feb 28 George Spraggs saw more than 48 together in one
group on the water off Black Point in the mouth of Chichester Harbour. He said they
were not feeding but looked as if they were pairing up. While such a number would not
have been unusual in places were they roost (such as the mouth of Pagham Harbour
or the Solent forts) I think that such a group were unusual were they were seen, and if
they were not feeding I don't know why they should be together on the water.
192.
Bittern: Although I have seen no other reports of one at Farlington Marshes on
Feb 26 George Spraggs comments that when he went there on the afternoon of that
day he missed seeing one by just four minutes. One was reported at the Marshes on

Jan 15 - could it have been lurking there ever since? More likely it was one fleeing
from frost further east.
193.
Little Egret: On Feb 26 Tom Bickerton was surprised to see one fishing in the
Hermitage Stream close to where Purbrook Way crosses it in the middle of Leigh Park.
Perhaps a few more have just arrived in our area as on that same day a group of five
were in a field near Puckpool Point on the Isle of Wight where I have not heard of them
before and on Feb 28 I found 5 back at Wade Court in a pre-roost huddle. On Mar 1
George Spraggs found three in the 'Brick Field' on the east side of the north end of the
Hayling Coastal Path (where I have not previously seen more than one) with at least
two more in the Oysterbeds area.
194.
Mute Swan: Two days after the first pair were seen nest building at Baffins
Pond in Portsmouth on Feb 22 a different pair were building their nest in Bembridge
Harbour on the IoW. In the Emsworth area Brian Fellows found a total of 107 birds
present when he added those at Nore Barn to those in the Harbour and on the ponds this was on Feb 27 or just before.
195.
Bean Goose: Tom Bickerton found a flock of five near the river south of
Beaulieu on Feb 27
196.
White-front Goose: A flock of 120 were at Scotney Court, Rye, on Feb 21 but
on that same day a total of 145 flew east past Dungeness and I have not heard of any
substantial flocks present anywhere since then.
197.
Barnacle Goose: A single bird (ringed) was with Canadas at Cadman's Pool
near Fritham in the New Forest on Feb 28.
198.

Brent Goose: Another flock of 139 flew east past Dungeness on Feb 28.

199.
Brant: The Bembridge area bird on the IoW was still there on Feb 28 and Mar
1 but the West Wittering bird has not been reported since Feb 26.
200.
Ruddy Shelduck: The hybrid bird which arrived at Normandy Marsh near
Lymington on Feb 21 was still there on Feb 27 but the Langstone Harbour bird has not
been reported since Feb 20
201.
Green-winged Teal: The bird which was seen at Bramshill plantation in north
Hampshire on Feb 20 has not been seen again, while new reports of one at
Pulborough Brooks have come in for Feb 19 and 27, so it is still possible that there is
just one bird which make a quick excursion into Hampshire on Feb 20 but thinking
better of it and returning to Pulborough.
202.
Scaup: There have been several reports of 17 at Rye Harbour since
mid-January but Mar 1 found 21 of them there.
203.
Hen Harrier: One was seen in the Brading Marshes RSPB reserve on Feb 27
eating a Teal. I find it difficult to imagine a Harrier catching a healthy Teal in flight so
maybe it had pounced on an injured or sickly bird (or maybe this was another example
of a raptor eating carrion to keep it going in cold weather?)
204.
Merlin: At Farlington Marshes on Feb 26 George Spraggs saw one perched
on a fence post at Farlington Marshes with a male Sparrowhawk perched on another
post not far off. On Feb 27 Merlins were seen at the Testwood Lakes, by the Beaulieu
River and at the Lymington marshes and no doubt others which have been reported
recently were active in several places on the Isle of Wight, in Dorset and in Sussex.
205.
Peregrine: One (of many to be seen almost anywhere nowadays) was over
Langstone village on Feb 27.
206.
Quail: A very tame bird was reported from a garden at Yarmouth on the IoW
on Mar 1. No doubt an escape - I know they are kept in some butterfly houses to act as
pest controllers (eating up spiders and other insects harmful to butterfly eggs and

larvae), and they must be kept somewhere as Quail egglayers (but in this country?).
Are they also kept as pets?
207.
Ringed Plover: Courtship display was first seen among birds on the Rye
Harbour beach on Mar 1.
208.
Lapwing: These were also displaying at Rye Harbour on Mar 1 and from
Christchurch Harbour came a comment that 'most have now left' (in January the flock
there numbered around 1600 and at the beginning of February it was up to 2400 - the
count on Mar 1 was of just 30) though with the known propensity of these birds to fly
before advancing snow I wonder if the birds from Christchurch are now in Spain rather
than back on northern moors in Britain?
209.
Woodcock: Giles Darvill flushed one from the open plain in the New Forest
somewhere west of Fritham on Feb 28
210.
Bar-tailed Godwit: One of the Langstone Harbour birds that has been
wearing summer plumage throughout the winter was seen near the Hayling Ferry on
Feb 26 when there were at least 75 off the north Hayling shore at Northney
211.
Spotted Redshank: The number at the Lymington marshes went up to 9 on
Feb 27 and I think there are still two at Pagham Harbour - singles have been reported
there on several occasions since Jan 3, with reports of two on Jan 30 and Feb 26, and
on Feb 27 an SOS party walking north from Church Norton to Sidlesham Ferry saw
one "in the narrow channel of water to the left of the path" (does that mean the Long
Pool close to the road at Sidlesham?) while David Wallace tells me he saw one "just
inland behind the gorse on a sheltered pool" which might describe the Severals on the
other side of Church Norton.
212.
Greenshank: The bird which I saw in the Langstone Mill outfall stream on Feb
25 was seen there again on Feb 27
213.
Great Skua (Bonxie): The corpse of one of these large and aggressive birds
was found recently on the golf course at Rye - I wonder if the cause of death was old
age or some accident such as flying into an overhead wire or if the bird met its match in
the shape of some huge raptor? (Maybe it was hit by a golf ball?)
214.
Med Gull: Alan Lewis still holds the record for highest count on the Langstone
village shore with 26 adults seen there on Feb 26, and Dave Wheatley is currently
second with an estimate of 20 there on Feb 27. I have not yet tried searching through
the gull flock there with a scope and can only claim to have seen one or two at a time
but I would welcome any comments on whether some of the gulls I have seen are
winter plumage adult Med Gulls - these seem to have the jet black heads and scarlet
bills of Med Gulls but have what seem to be wholly black outer primaries on their
closed wings (looking much too prominent for the black outer webs on the first and
second primaries mentioned in descriptions of adult winter Med Gulls).
215.
Iceland Gull: What sounds as if it might be the Iceland/Kumlien's bird that has
not been reported from Gosport since Feb 12 was at Brighton marina on Mar 1
216.
Sandwich Tern: Two were again seen from Black Point on Hayling by George
Spraggs on Feb 28
217.
Guillemot: Counts of Auks going east past Dungeness were 950 on Feb 24,
1190 on Feb 25, 650 on Feb 26 and 450 on Feb 27 so it is not too surprising that 3
Guillemots were in the Chichester Harbour entrance on Feb 27 (seen by Dave
Wheatley from Black Point) - other than one Guillemot there on Jan 26 and one off
Chichester marina on Jan 22 this seems to be the only other report of this species from
Chichester Harbour this year.

218.
Razorbill: Dave Wheatley saw one Razorbill with the 3 Guillemots off Black
Point on Feb 27, but on Feb 28 George Spraggs saw 5 Razorbills there (the highest
count there this winter though George also had 5 on Feb 1)
219.
Stock Dove: Feb 27 brought reports of a flock of 24 in the fields at Sidlesham
(Pagham area) and of 40 on fields immediately west of Crawley. The only really large
flock of these birds seen this year was 350 going to roost at Sandwich in Kent on Jan
31, whereas in Jan and Feb of 2004 there were flocks of up to 900 at Rye Harbour and
over 300 at the Testwood Lakes near Southampton.
220.
Barn Owl: A corpse was seen on the hard shoulder of the M3 north of
Eastleigh on Feb 27 and (other than the Barn Owl killed by a plane at Southampton
airport on Feb 4) is the only fatality I have heard of this year. I expect this is because
sightings of dead birds are not usually reported on Hoslist, but such a lack of road kills
(if genuine) is either good news (the owls are learning to avoid cars) or bad news (there
are not enough owls left to get killed). I certainly do not think the last suggestion is true.
221.
Kingfisher: In my last report I said that I was pleased to see one back at
Langstone Mill on Feb 22 after a long gap in sightings there, and since then I have
heard that, also on Feb 22, a group of three were seen at the Emsworth Slipper Mill
Pond. This suggests that the frosts which started here on Feb 15 and became
'permanent' from Feb 20 caused a number of birds which had already gone back to
inland breeding territories in early Feb to return to the coast. On Feb 28 I again saw
the Langstone Mill bird fishing from its perch above the outfall stream. To be fair I see
that on Feb 27 there were still two birds to be seen at Ifield Mill Pond in Crawley where
I suspect the weather has been much colder than anywhere in Hampshire.
222.
Woodlark: It would seem that the seven birds seen on National Trust land at
Mottistone (IoW) on Jan 14 to 16 have stayed on there unreported as Derek Hale
found the same count of seven birds there on Feb 27
223.
Meadow Pipit: It would seem that their northward passage is now increasing
in volume, based on the arrival of some 150 Pipits at Christchurch Harbour on Feb 26.
On Feb 27 a group of 8 near Burgess Hill in Sussex were noted as probable migrants
and on that day a few were seen on stubble fields west of Crawley and around 20 were
with the Woodlarks at Mottistone (IoW). Feb 28 brought a report of some 50 birds on
the Keyhaven/Pennington marshes.
224.
Waxwing: More than 100 birds were in Crawley recently but the latest 'new
report' comes from Romsey where Mike Rafter saw two groups of 60 and 40 birds near
the Test north of Romsey
225.
Stonechat: A couple of Stonechats at Dungeness on Feb 28 were noted as
'probable migrants', and while there has been no flood of new sightings along the coast
I suspect that Meadow Pipits are not the only birds now coming north over the channel
as longer days give the signal for returning to breeding grounds regardless of frost,
snow and chill north winds.
226.
Blue Tit: Long after the first reports of young Song Thrushes and Blackbirds
leaving their nests comes the first report of young Blue Tits emerging into a very
unfriendly world. Richard Hallett was saddened to see a newly fledged Blue Tit in his
Denmead garden at the edge of a frozen pond and in a moribund condition,
succumbing to the cold but not yet dead, with one of its parents pushing it to stir it back
to life and encourage it to fly to a more sheltered place out of the icy blast. Richard
took over from the parent and carried the youngster into the shelter of some bushes,
but he is now wrestling with his conscience as to whether he should have intervened
further by taking the bird indoors and feeding it. I think we would all suffer feelings of
guilt if we saw any wild creature about to die and knew they we could at least have
prolonged its life for a day or two by intervening but my vote would be against

interfering for several reasons. One reason is that nature expects the great majority of
small birds to die in their first year and, as Hugh Venables succinctly put it in reponse to
Richard's dilemma "It is a few years ago now that I did the sums so I may be out by a
year or two but if Blue Tits were made immortal in 1995, but continued to breed at their
normal rate, we would now be 14 metres deep in them across the entire country!".
Another reason is that I have had many dealings in the past with people who have
devoted their lives to rescuing wild creatures - all of them have as a result suffered a
noticeable loss of the enjoyment of their own human lives, and at least one suffered a
breakdown in health as a result of the never ending work. Thirdly, I think it wrong in
principle to interfere in 'other people's business' (maybe the Iraq war is an example?),
and I will probably be criticised by everyone for saying that I think 'nature conservation'
as an end in itself is wrong - we should manage our own lives in a way that does not
destroy wildlife and the environment, not allow short-term greed to be the guiding light
for our 'civilisation' and then try to offset some of the worst effects of that policy by
having a few people take on a godlike role of deciding what should live and what
should die by 'managing land for nature coservation' (i.e. to encourage lifeforms that
are currently in fashion and to discourage others).
227.
Treecreeper: The first report of Treecreeper song comes from Derek Hale
who heard one singing in the Shanklin area of the IoW on Feb 28.
228.
Magpie: George Spraggs made an interesting observation of mutual preening
between two Magpies at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Mar 1. This is something I have
not seen for myself but Eddie Chapman (a regular contributor to HOSLIST from
Norway) writes that "it is normal for members of the Corvidae family to preen each
other" and goes on to quote an exceptional case in which he saw 4 Ravens all
preening a fifth (perhaps these intelligent birds were holding a hairdressing class to
gain their NVQs?). More seriously this example brings to mind the saga of the death of
a Carrion Crow which Peter Raby witnessed at Gilkicker Point on Dec 6 - one of ten
crows close to where Peter was sitting in his car dropped dead, the other nine started a
chorus of wailing calls to lament the death and these calls brought in some 200 other
crows to hold an impromtu funeral service. The whole exercise only took about ten
minutes but seemed to show a strong mutual bond between the birds and a very
'civilised' need to respect the death of one of their number.
229.
Rook: More evidence that these are at least partial migrants comes from
Portland Bill where the observatory website notes the arrival of 4 more Rooks from the
sea on Feb 28 (they had reported the first single Rook arriving on Feb 18).
230.
Brambling: The large finch flock near Rushmoor Arena at Aldershot which
had an estimated 300 Brambling in it on Feb 22 still had roughly half that number on
Feb 27
231.
Twite: A single bird seen briefly on the shore at Widewater lagoon (Worthing
area) on Mar 1 flew off to the west - anyone seen it in Hampshire yet?
232.
Bullfinch: While watching a Whitefront Goose among many Greylags and
Canadas in a sort of country park (around a palce called St George’s Retreat, just east
of Burgess Hill) Matthew Silk heard two Bullfinches singing. This is not a first for the
year as Steve Neal heard two singing at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester on Feb
15. I wonder if the presence of two males spurs them into this rarely heard song?
233.
Yellowhammer: The first report of Yellowhammer song for the year comes
from the Isle of Wight where Derek Hale heard two males singing near the village of
Blackwater on Mar 1. Also worth a mention in view of the current scarcity of this
species was a gathering of at least 15 on stubble fields at Kilnwood End ( just west of
Crawley in Sussex).

234.
Reed Bunting: In a list of what he saw at Farlington Marshes on Feb 26
George Spraggs has a line which reads "Bearded Tits, 25+ Reed Bunting" which I at
first took to mean some Beardies and 25+ Buntings but on reflection I think the 25+
relates to the Bearded Tits as flocks of Buntings are not a regular sight at the Marshes
235.
Corn Bunting: The huge flock at Rye Harbour which reached a peak count of
366 birds on Feb 11 was down to just 60+ on Mar 1 - another sign of birds everywhere
dispersing from winter quarters.
PLANTS
26. Nothing new to report in the past few days.
INSECTS
9. Clouded Yellow: Last Sunday (Feb 27) I reported two sightings of Clouded Yellows
(seen on Feb 8 and 15). Based on nothing more than the early dates at which they
were seen I suggested that these were insects coming out of hibernation rather than
newly emerged from pupation (overwintering as larvae and then pupating is now
regular practice for these insects at Bournemouth and no doubt elsewhere along the
south coast, but from what I have previously heard these new generation insects
normally appear in April). Since that report I have heard from Andy Collins that it was
he who found the Bournemouth butterfly on Feb 15 and he says "It was very fresh and
I considered it most likely to be freshly emerged, rather than a hibernating individual.
This is unusually early but January was reportedly the mildest in 15 years and the
winter was extremely dry (and I suspect rain is more harmful than cold in delaying
development of the larvae). I can't prove that it wasn't a hibernating adult though!"
After the current cold snap I doubt we will be able to call that particular insect to give
evidence in this case, but the possibility of one emerging from pupation at this time of
year would, I think, be regarded as not at all unusual in countries around the
Mediterranean where generations of Clouded Yellows succeed each other throughout
the year. Another sign of global warming?
10. Bumblebee: I see that a new and comprehensive field guide to bumblebees is now on
pre-publiction offer at £9-99 but it had not come out in time to help the person who, on
Feb 27, saw a bumblebee flying over the beach at Worthing in a snowstorm. I hope the
undidentified bee managed to keep its wings whirring long enough to keep warm and
escape from what sounds like a very hostile environment. (Perhaps, though, the insect
knows about global warming and was practising polar exploration to be among the first
to take advantage of the rich crop of flowers that will soon blossom in the arctic?)
OTHER
16. Stoat: On Feb 27 one was seen actively checking rabbit burrows - probably in search
of food but if this was a female she could have been seeking somewhere to set up
home and have her babies. Although Stoats mate in the summer the implantation of
the fertilised eggs does not occur until March.
17. Red Squirrel: At Shanklin on the IoW two were engaged in a courtship chase on Feb
27 - female Squirrels only mate with males that can run as fast and far as they can,
many males fail to keep up and only the fittest win the prize.
18. Frog: Despite the cold several Frogs had been mating to produce at least half a dozen
clumps of spawn in the Billy Trail ditch here in Havant on Feb 3
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2702
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E. Havant town
Nothing special to report other than Hedge Mustard still flowering
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G. Langstone and Wade Court
After what will probably turn out to be the coldest night of the year last night I was not
surprised to find much of Langstone Pond still frozen in the late afternoon, and the frost
could have been the cause of my seeing a Kingfisher back on the mill stream outfall
opposite the Royal Oak. I thought the birds which were seen there regularly in December
had left several weeks ago to head back to their breeding sites - maybe they did leave,
and the bird I saw today was a newcomer forced down to the sea by last night’s frost, but
whatever the reason at least one bird was there when I arrived on the shore near the Mill.
It caught my eye as it shot off over the Mill buildings but after a few minutes enjoying the
sight of an adult Med Gull only a few yards away, and the quiet mewing of another flying
over, the Kingfisher was back to give good views.
Another change probably caused by the frost was the presence of a group of three Egrets
standing motionless in the meadow behind the pond waiting for the signal to enter the
roost. As I watched them a smart Stock Dove flew down, presumably to get a drink from
what would have been a large pool yesterday but probably all frozen today. Before I went
on my way another two birds flew in from the north to join them so there would have been
at least five in the roost tonight (maybe six as when I cycled down the Billy Trail on my way
to Langstone one was searching for food in Lymbourne stream). I presume the reason for
seeing these birds was that the ground in the fields were they would otherwise have been
feeding was frozen and it was better to stay motionless to preserve their energy rather
than wasting it in fruitless activity.
Wildlife diary and news for Feb 21 - 27 (Week 8)
Sun 27 Feb

D. Westbourne village and Aldsworth Pond
Intrigued by a report that the Havant Wildlife Group outing to Westbourne yesterday might
have found Rustyback Fern (for which I only know of one site in the Havant area) on an
old brick wall in Westbourne village (upstream from Emsworth) I went to look for it this
afternoon. Although I think I looked in the right place I could only see some Polypody
growing high on the wall, but if that had been seen lit from below by the setting sun as it
was today the rich brown of the spores on the underside might have led someone
unfamiliar with the real thing to mistake it for Rustyback. I will double check the location.
While in New Road I did find a clump of Grey Field Speedwell growing in an unusual
situation - the plant was hanging by its roots from a crack in another old wall but apparently
thriving! I also checked out an old friend - a large display of more Polypody Fern on a
garden wall in Church Road opposite the entrance to the church.
I then called in at Aldsworth Pond to check out the Canada Geese that I had seen in
passing yesterday - there were 28 of them but no hangers on that I could see (a few years
ago the flock here had an Emperor Goose with them). The geese were mainly on the
grass west of the pond and with them was another two dozen Coot that are I think newly
arrived here.
On the pond the Gadwall numbered 19 and with them were 23 Tufted Duck, three or four
Shoveler, and at least three Little Grebe plus the usual Moorhens. A local resident who
had come to have a look at the birds told me he had put up a couple of Snipe in the
wetland east of the pond (and also told me of a possible new site for Water Voles on
nearby private land).

E. (Sun2702) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
342.
Red-throated Diver: A count of 95 flying east past Dungeness on Feb 14
became 259 on Feb 15 and another 102 flew east there on Feb 26
343.
Red-necked Grebe: One was on the sea near the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on Feb 26, seen by Andy Johnson and by Alan Lewis (who saw all five grebe
species around Hayling Island that day)
344.
Slavonian Grebe: On Feb 26 Alan Lewis not only saw one off Black Point but
then found 8 on the sea off Hayling's central Beachlands (fun fair area)
345.
Black-necked Grebe: Alan Lewis had 11 of these off the Hayling Oysterbeds
on Feb 26 (and would have had no problem in finding Great Crested and Little Grebes
there to complete his full house)
346.
Gannet: 157 flew east past Dungeness on Feb 25 and another 252 went past
on Feb 26
347.
Cormorant: On Feb 23 several were nesting at Castle Water (Rye Harbour)
and some were already on eggs. Most of these were said to be of the continental
'sinensis' subspecies about which there have been several comments recenlty on
HOSLIST. Lee Evans tells us that "The vast majority of the Cormorants in Southern
England are now considered to be tree-nesting Sinensis, where they have spread
westwards in phenomenal numbers from Continental Europe. At least 2,000 pairs now
breed in the Midlands and southern England - Carbo (Atlantic Great Cormorant) is
actually the rarer of the two and this coastal sea cliff nesting species is largely
restricted to offshore islands." John Clark says "Frosty white heads are not diagnostic
of sinensis Cormorants. White heads merely indicate an old bird. You need to get a
very close view of the gular patch to distinguish sinensis and regular Cormorants."
Both these comments were in reponse to a report from Roger Webb that he had seen
"3 'sinensis' type Cormorants in the Langstone harbour entrance with frosty white
heads " Brian Fellows does not comment on the sub-species of six Cormorants he
found roosting in trees at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on Feb 22 (if nesting in trees as
opposed to cliffs is a distinguishing factor for sinensis birds does this preference
extend to their roosts? I think not!)
348.
Little Egret: On Feb 25 I only saw one anywhere in the Warblington Farm
fields and none on the harbour shore at low tide, nor where there any to be seen in or
around the Wade Court roost area at sunset (normally they do no enter the roost until
ten minutes or more after sunset but there are usually several waiting to do so in
nearby fields or out in the harbour).
349.
Mute Swan: Brian Fellows saw a pair nest building at Baffins Pond on Feb 22
despite still having one 'hanger on' cygnet from last year's brood but on Feb 25 there
was still no sign of nest building at Langstone pond.
350.
White Front Goose: No recent reports of flocks on land but a total of 145 flew
east past Dungeness on Feb 21.
351.
Canada Goose: A flock of around 20 were back in the field west of Aldsworth
Pond (north of Emsworth) on Feb 26 and a count of that group on Feb 27 gave me a
total of 28 birds.
352.
Barnacle Goose: A single unringed bird was with Brent in the Fishbourne
channel of Chichester Harbour with a flock of Brent on Feb 18 which happens to be the
day on which it was first noticed that two of the Baffins Gang Barnacles were missing
from Titchfield Haven. This bird could I suppose be wild but have taken to living with
Brent, alternatively it could be the single bird that was at Pagham Harbour North Walls
on May 9 and Nov 6 last year (and before that at West Wittering on 21 Feb 2004).

353.
Brent: Reports of these flying east along the channel continue to come in. On
Feb 23 a total of 320 flew east past Dungeness. On Feb 25 at Bexhill (Hastings)
another 52 went east (100 or more went east past Seaford that day) and on 26 Feb 56
were seen to pass Dungeness
354.
Pale Bellied Brent: The Pale Bellied bird paired to a Dark Bellied and having 2
hybrid juveniles (presumably condemned to life as 'intergrades') was still near the
Hayling Oysterbeds on Feb 26 (and the 'Wittering Brant' was again on the shingle bar
in the mouth of Chichester Harbour that day)
355.

Scoter: 200 Common and more than 10 Velvet were in Rye Bay on Feb 26

356.
Escapee ducks: On Feb 22 the Chiloe Wigeon was still on Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth (but the female Rosybill could not be seen). More unusual was a report
for Feb 25 from Sharifin Gardiner of a Canvasback on Ivy Lake (south end) at
Chichester - he is not suggesting it is a wild bird as I think there has only been one
accepted record of this American version of our Pochard in Britain
357.

Purple Sandpiper: Roger Webb had 3 at Southsea Castle on Feb 26

358.

Jack Snipe: John Faithfull saw one by the R Hamble at Curbridge on Feb 23

359.

Whimbrel: The Church Norton bird was still there on Feb 26

360.
Spotted Redshank: One was seen in the Emsworth Harbour/Marina area on
Feb 25 and two were still in Pagham Harbour area on Feb 26
361.
Greenshank: One was in the Langstone Mill Pond outfall stream on Feb 25
showing a slight limp in its left leg - this reminded me of the lame bird that was there
last winter (but I see that was a one legged bird)
362.
Grey Phalarope: I have recently reported one at Dungeness on Feb 1 and 2,
and one flying west past Selsey Bill on Feb 12, and now there seems to have been one
(possibly two) more birds at Dungeness on Feb 21 and 23
363.
Arctic Skua: One flew past Dungeness on Feb 22 to become the fourth
reported along the south coast since Jan 1, and one seen from Splash Point in Seaford
on Feb 25 was the fifith.
364.
Mediterranean Gull: I do not know if these breed on the Chesil Bank but
numbers are increasing in Portland Harbour where there were 13 on Feb 24 and 10 on
Feb 25. On Feb 26 Alan Lewis counted 26 in Chichester Harbour, seen off Langstone
from The Ship carpark
365.

Sandwich Tern: Two were seen again off Black Point (Hayling) on Feb 26

366.
Tawny Owl: With females now sitting on eggs in the best sheltered tree holes
the males are left to sit out during the day on branches where they are easily
discovered by other birds which mob them or at least disturb them so it is perhaps not
surprising that I heard two calling from different woodlands north of Walderton (in the
Ems valley) on Feb 26, nor that Chris Seaton should also have heard one calling on
the same day in the West Dean Woods (north of Chichester). I see that John Clark
also heard one calling at Eversley gravel pits on Feb 20 (but that was probably at
dusk).
367.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: John Faithfull heard one calling from trees on
the banks of the River Hamble at Curbridge on Feb 23, and on Feb 26 John Eyre heard
one drumming in the Rushmoor Arena area of Aldershot
368.
Woodlark: John Simons has recently found 3 singing males and 2 females at
a private site not too far from Finchdean (north of Rowlands Castle)
369.
Shore Lark: One flew in off the sea at Dungeness on Feb 26 so it maybe worth
keeping an eye open for them on other shores. A check in Birds of Hampshire shows

that they have been found on Hayling at Black Point and Sinah Common in 1959, at
Black Point in 1971, Farlington Marshes in 72 and 75, and Hayling Oyster Beds in
1991. More recently 5 landed on the beach at Hill Head/Titchfield Haven in 2000 and
there has been a total of 40 birds seen in the county since the species was first
recorded here in 1955.
370.
Black Redstart: On Feb 26 the Hayling Eastoke promenade bird was showing
well in the garden of the third house from the east end of the promenade (where Sandy
Point reserve starts)
371.
Winter Thrushes: Both Redwing and Fieldfare are being seen in good
numbers in the current cold spell
372.
Mistle Thrush: These have been singing for a long time and I assume the
local birds are now paired and probably nesting so I was surprised to see that Matthew
Silk had come across a flock of 11 near Haywards Heath on Feb 26 - presumably birds
from distant places where it will take some time to return to breeding conditions.
373.
Blackcap: What was almost certainly the bird which Brian Fellows had heard
in full song in his Emsworth garden on Feb 18 was singing again on Feb 26 a little over
100 yards south of his garden, and another was in full song on that day in the Preston
Park area of Brighton
374.
Rook: Although I saw at least 15 pairs back at nests at Northney on Hayling as
early as Jan 22 it is only in the last few days that the Rooks seem to have been starting
work on their nests in serious fashion, On Feb 23 they were nest building at Uckfield
(north west of Eastbourne) and on Feb 26 I saw them busy in two sections of the
Aldsworth rookery by the Ems valley.
375.
Brambling: On Feb 26 a couple were seen on the Hants/Surrey border at
Whitmore Vale, Grayshott (near Hindhead) and the flock reported on Feb 22 as having
up to 300 Brambling in the Aldershot area was much smaller by Feb 26.
376.
Siskin: Still no major influx - the only substantial recent report was of more
than 20 in Ashes Wood north of Hastings on Feb 26.
377.
Hawfinch: At Staple Ash Farm, Chilgrove (north of Chichester) a single bird
was seen on Feb 25 feeding on the ground among other birds in a paddock near the
farm - when the other birds flew off so did the Hawfinch. On Feb 26 a pair of them were
seen again at the same site (described as being 300 yards northwest of the farm)
378.
Lapland Bunting: A single bird flew east over Dungeness on Feb 26 (hardly
likely to turn up in our area!)
PLANTS
51. Ferns: When the Havant Wildlife Group walked from Emsworth to Westbourne on Feb
26 they found an excellent display of Maidenhair Spleenwort on an old wall in the
inappropriately named New Road in Westbourne and they may have seen Rustyback
Fern there although (as I only know of the one site for this fern anywhere in our area on the outer wall of the West Mill property in Mill Lane at Langstone) when I went to
look for it on Feb 27 the only thing I could find was some Polypody growing high on a
brick wall at the extreme east end of the road - when I saw it the setting sun was
lighting the underside of the leaves and causing them to look like the underside of
Rustyback but the structure of the plant is entirely different. There is another great
display of Polypody in Westbourne on the wall of a property on the north side of Church
Road (almost opposite the lych gate leading the to main entrance to the church)
52. Green Hellebore: At least two dozen plants had flowers opening at the Woodlands
Lane site above Walderton in the Ems Valley on Feb 26. If you want to see them you
climb the long hill west from Walderton (towards Stansted House) and at the top go
round the slight bend in the road and past the gate leading into Lordington Copse on

your left. Immediately beyond the gate there is a big crater in the ground but if you
climb the bank immediately after passing the crater and go to the wood edge you will
find the plants coming out of the wood to meet you, then if you recross the road and
explore the area under the hazels you will find more.
53. Cherry Laurel: Not yet in flower but it probably will be by the time you read this!
54. Lesser Periwinkle: In my last update I reported a good show of flowers in Pits Copse
at Stansted and since then I have found flowers at two other sites. On Feb 26 just one
flower could be seen on a large patch of leaves near Watergate House south of West
Marden (by the path leading north through Warren Copse), and on Feb 27 I found lots
of flowers at the junction of Southleigh Road and East Leigh Road (opposite Locks
Farm) to the east of Havant.
55. Ground Ivy: It was a major surprise on Feb 25 to find a plant with two fully open
flowers on the bank of Pook Lane just south of the stables - I doubt I will see any more
for a month!
56. Butterbur: On Feb 26 I stopped at the road junction at Racton in the Ems valley and
checked the wet roadside grass for early signs of these plants pushing up (as they
have been doing in Emsworth Brook Meadow since Feb 4) but could see nothing.
Crossing to the north side of the road which leads to Funtington I looked in the standing
water of the roadside ditch and was surprised to see one flowerhead with at least
twenty open flowers (the water must have the same effect as an upturned flower-pot
has when 'forcing' Rhubarb).
57. Ramsons: Leaves of the Wild Garlic were well advanced in the woods north of
Walderton on Feb 26
INSECTS
54. Clouded Yellow: Steve Nash's website has two very interesting records of this
butterfly already on the wing. One was seen on the Isle of Wight (West High Down) on
Feb 8, the other in the Bournemouth area (Portman Ravine, Boscombe) on Feb 15.
Steve comments that both were 'probably of local origin' and I take this to mean that
they had been encouraged out of attempted hibernation by a warm day - although we
can now expect a few newly emerged butterflies to appear on the south coast I do not
think they would be seen before April.
55. Common Earwig: When some wood was moved at Rye Harbour on Feb 23 a female
Earwig was revealed 'tending her eggs'. Michael Chinery illustrates this in his Collins
Guide to Insects, showing a female 'licking' eggs that she laid earlier, apparently doing
this to remove fungal spores that might otherwise attack the eggs. When the eggs
eventually hatch out the female will bring food for the young, demonstrating an
advanced level of civilised behaviour...
OTHER
31. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: One seen off Portland Bill on Feb 23 (recently I was told by a
birder I met at Broadmarsh that he had seen Pilot Whales off Selsey Bill - while I
cannot argue with his id the only report that I have ever seen of Pilot Whales in our
area was a sighting of 8 off St Catherine's Point made by Kris Gillam on 27 Apr 2004
whereas Bottle-nosed Dolphins look quite similar and are commonly reported)
32. Common Frog: On Feb 26 Ian Julian spotted a lot of spawn in the Westbrook Stream
running past the Bridge Road carpark in Emsworth.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Thu2402

Sat 26 Feb

C. Walderton and Watergate
This morning I drove to Walderton, near the source of the Ems, to see what was going on
in the woodland north of that village and in particular to check out the Green Hellebore
plants in Woodlands Lane which leads west from Walderton to Stansted House.
Leaving the Hellebores to the end of my walk I started off heading northeast over open
fields towards Inholmes Wood. There were a few Redwing in tree tops in Walderton, and
several Skylarks were singing over the newly ploughed open fields as I neared the woods
in which I had my first bonus - the calls of a Tawny Owl (no doubt a male having to sleep
out on a branch while his mate sits on eggs in a warmer and drier nest). Near the owl a
Jay called and in the woodland edge there was a good selection of smaller birds from
Nuthatch through Long-tailed and Marsh Tits down to Goldcrest.
Turning northwest and crossing the minor road to Up Marden I found plenty of well grown
Ramsons leaves and the flowers of Spurge Laurel. At Lycommon I turned west and
then south towards Watergate House, finding a single Lesser Periwinkle flower (and a
single female Hazel flower) on the way downhill to the big house. At the house I was
amused to see evidence of a new source of income for the estate - a new carpark area has
been created and locked within it were six very large trailer vans neatly finished in fresh
green paint and bearing the logo ‘First Clash Flush’ - the trailers are clearly intended to be
taken to country shows to earn more than pennies by providing better class toilet
facilities).
In the open parkland south of the big house a Mistle Thrush was singing loudly in
competition with another north of the house. Leaving these (and noisy pheasants) behind
me I crossed the main road leading north to West Marden and Compton and turned south
to take the easy path up the slope towards Woodlands Lane and Lordingon Copse. In the
trees on this slope I heard a second Tawny Owl, possibly disturbed by the calls of a
Buzzard circling low over the tree tops.
Just one cluster of fully open Primroses gave some colour to the long drag up the slope,
but at the top, turning west into Woodlands Lane, I found a couple of dozen Green
Hellebore plants with flowers on both sides of the road - just a few flowers fully open, the
rest buds in various states of opening so there is plenty of chance to see these wild flowers
before they finish their season.
Driving back I stopped at the Racton road junction but could not see an evidence of
Butterbur pushing up through the damp roadside soil but just to make sure I walked to the
north side of the junction where there is a ditch in which standing water sometimes ‘forces’
some of the plants to shoot up into the fresh air, and so it was this time - just one
flowerhead with at least 20 open flowers was standing clear of the water.
Back on the Funtington road passing through Aldsworth I saw Rooks at their nests both in
the small copse beside the road rising from the Ems to the village and in the tall trees
around the hilltop houses. Down the hill to the west I did not stop to check the ducks which
I could see on the pond, nor to count the 20 or more Canada Geese now back in the field
west of the pond.
Fri 25 Feb

E. Langstone to Nore Barn
The midday high tide was starting to fall as I left home heading for the shore at Pook Lane,
but before I reached the harbour there were interesting things to see - including another
bush of Flowering Currant opening its flowers and the ‘white candles’ of Cherry Laurel
flowers getting near to opening - and one big surprise found near the Pook Lane stables the very first flowers on Ground Ivy exactly where I had seen it first last year, but then not
until March 23.

Nearing the shore I checked the fields on either side of Pook Lane for any waders sitting
out the high tide and in the last field on the west side found 56 Lapwing looking smart in
spring green with long crest plumes and behaving like well drilled troops on a ceremonial
parade - every minute or so the whole brigade which had been motionless would take
three of four steps forward and then freeze again in typical plover food hunting style
(pretend you are not there until you see some prey item on the surface, then make a
sudden rush and grab, but if you fail to spot anything move a few steps forward and repeat
the process).
Reaching the shore I found the tide high enough for the mass of Brent at the water’s edge
to be still only 50 metres from me, and among them were a few Wigeon and Teal with the
odd few Redshank, Grey Plover, and Curlew on the higher areas of mud which had just
emerged from the water, and soon there were hundreds of Dunlin at the retreating water’s
edge. Beyond them, on the deep water channel, were three Merganser and half a dozen
Goldeneye with just one Cormorant.
Scanning further along the shore I saw a few Shelduck, and as I began to walk east
towards Emsworth more and more arrived to feed in the shallow channels which drain the
mud flats into the main harbour. My first scan along the shore gave me a count of 26
Shelduck, a few moments later the count was 37, and by the time I had reached the end of
the sea wall near Warblington church a final count was 66. Just round the corner, where
the main stream runs out of Warblington farm, there were more Shelduck but the 33 I saw
here just failed by one to give me a total of 100 birds!
While still on the seawall I had seen 20 Bar-tailed Godwits and a similar number of
Oystercatchers, and round here by the stream I came on 17 Black-tailed Godwits (one
of them ringed). Also here I added two Great and one Lesser Blackback gulls to the
Herring, Common and Black-headed I had already seen, and while thinking about the
gulls I later noticed something rather surprising. Normally during the winter the mud in this
area holds a huge gull roost of several thousand birds, and so when I came back from
Emsworth towards dusk I expected to see the a great mass of white in this part of the
harbour but there were none. I am not here sufficiently often in the evening to pass any
comment on when the night roost here starts and ends, but as I still see a fair number of
gulls flying inland over my house in the morning and back in the evening I would have
expected to still find a roost here.
At Nore Barn there were plenty of Wigeon, Teal and Brent and as the sun began to sink a
Song Thrush began to sing loudly in the wood telling me to turn back home. Crossing
the Warblington Farm fields I normally see at least half a dozen Egrets but today there
was just one (and none to be seen in the harbour) showing that we are now at the low
point of the annual cycle of their numbers - to confirm this there was not a single Egret
anywhere near or in the Wade Court roost that I could see.
Back at Langstone Pond I found the pair of Swans and their one remaining cygnet all on
the water with no sign of nest building activity (which Brian Fellows tells me has already
started at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth). Continuing to the Royal Oak I was not surprised
that there was no sign of the Kingfishers on the Lymbourne stream outfall but I was
surprised and pleased to find a Greenshank in the water very close to the Mill. Although
I can’t recall the date I can remember seeing one here a year or more ago which was very
lame in one leg (it could only hop on one good leg) but survived in that condition through
one winter. Interestingly this bird was also lame, but could use both legs, just limping with
one - could it be the same bird which has recovered?
Thu 24 Feb

H. Wade Court and Langstone
Walking to Langstone Mill to remove the poster for last night’s HWT meeting at
Warblington I was stopped by a dog walker on the Billy Trail to consult me about a bird he
had seen in the Lymbourne Stream which was dark in colour, had a long bill, and scuttled

up the bank into cover as soon as it realised it had been seen. I was asked if it could have
been a Greenshank, showing that the observer did not have much idea of what it actually
was, but from the place, behaviour, ‘long bill and dark brown colour’, and the time of year,
I would be fairly confident that what he had seen was a Water Rail - probably one already
on the move back from winter quarters and stopping off at the Lymbourne stream after an
overnight flight (thus unaccustomed to the geography of the site and having to search for
food in a place exposed to public gaze).
At Wade Court it was difficult to see any fresh flowers on the Winter Heliotrope whose
season is now over, but the Cherry Plum is now approaching the height of its display. In
the wet meadow south of Wade Court I counted 20 Moorhhens (and five hen Pheasants)
but not a single Teal on the remaining wet depression.
On the low tide mud the number of Shelduck was down (only 28 in the whole area I could
view) and I only spotted a couple of Wigeon though there were probably 50 Teal on the
wet areas. Plenty of Brent and Lapwing were still present but no Golden Plover and
only five Black-tailed and just one Bar-tailed Godwit. No shortage of Dunlin and (had I
brought a scope with me) I might have turned a large distant collection of waders spread
over the drier mud into more than 100 Knot. One unusual thing was that I could only see
one adult Swan on the Mill Pond but a pair of adults were sleeping on the saltings nearest
the overflow sluice from the pond while yet another pair were in the outflow of the
Lymbourne stream.
Behind the Mill Pond a Song Thrush was singing loudly (as had been one in my garden at
dawn) and as these birds have been pretty silent everywhere for about ten days (making
me think they had mates sitting on nests) I wonder if these singing birds were ones whose
nests have failed for some reason and they are having to start their reproductive process
over again.
On the way home I listed the flowering plants, among them the English Elms which
survive west of Langstone pond and (though not wild) the marvellous show of yellow
blossom on a mature Mimosa tree whose branches you can touch as you climb the slope
to the high level footbridge crossing the Langstone roundabout from Rectory close (where
the tree is) north to Bosmere School.

I. (Thu 2402) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2002
BIRDS
50. Slavonian Grebe: John Shillitoe had two at the east end of Hayling Bay on Feb 21
51. Black-necked Grebe: On Feb 21 John went on to see 6 Black-necked off the Hayling
Oysterbeds
52. Fulmar: When David Jode was on the Newhaven pier on Feb 18 he noticed pairs of
Fulmars occupying 'most of the nesting holes' on the cliffs inland of the pier (below the
fort which overlooks the west bank of the River Ouse here), Unfortunately David does
not give any idea of how many pairs he saw (nor if there are more nest sites along the
1 km stretch of cliffs going west towards Peacehaven) but the 2001 Sussex Bird
Report had a paper showing that a survey made in 1999 found 19 'apparently
occupied' Fulmar nest sites on the cliffs between Peacehaven and Newhaven (with
another 3 on cliffs along the Peacehaven seafront, though the great majority of
Fulmars preferred the Hastings cliffs where there was a total of 78 apparently occupied
sites). The rapid expansion of Fulmars around the shores of Britain in the 1970s has
not I think restarted in recent years so those 1999 figures probably give a reasonable
indication of the present status of Fulmars breeding in Sussex.

53. Shag: John Shillitoe saw one in the Langstone Harbour entrance on Feb 21 - in
recent winters this has been a good place to get close views of them fishing so I hope
this one makes a habit of showing there.
54. Mute Swan: The pair which have been regularly seen in the Broadmarsh slipway area
since last summer with 7 cygnets only had 5 with them on Feb 22 and on Feb 24 the
single cygnet which has been with its parents on Langstone Mill Pond up to Feb 21
was missing (in fact I could only see just one adult so it is possible that one of the pair
is already at a hidden nest site)
55. White-front Goose: The three which arrived on northern Thorney Island last
December, and have been regularly seen from the main road in the flooded field near
the Little Deeps since Jan 9, were still there on Feb 20 when Brian Fellows saw them.
The large flock in the Rye area has not been reported since Feb 4 (when there were
120 there) but there have been recent sightings of 5 at Pett Level (down to 2 there on
Feb 20) and on Feb 20 a single bird turned up with 112 Greylags near Horsham.
56. Snow Goose: A smart blue phase bird was at Ibsley Water on Feb 20 with a single
Greylag and a couple of Canadas - this Snow Goose has not been reported in
Hampshire this winter (but may have recently escaped from a Hampshire collection). I
see there was a single blue phase bird at Brading Marshes on the IoW on Jan 9 so it
could have come from there.
57. Pale-bellied Brent: Back on Feb 7 Jason Crook told us of one to be seen at the
Hayling Oysterbeds apparently paired to a normal Brent and accompanied by two
juveniles, and on Feb 21 John Shillitoe found the same family still there.
58. Egyptian Goose: One seen on Feb 20 in the Medina river south of Cowes on the IoW
could well be the bird that has been regularly seen at Titchfield Haven and is thought to
be 'plastic'.
59. Ruddy Shelduck: On Feb 20 at the Kench in Langstone Harbour George Spraggs
discovered (among a group of some 20 Shelduck) what was probably the hybrid
Ruddy Shelduck x Shelduck which was there in the previous winter. Last winter a
similar hybrid turned up at the Lymington marshes and was thought to be the same
bird but this year one has also turned up (on Feb 21) at Lymington and is thought to be
definitely a different bird to the one in Langstone Harbour after at least one of the two
birds has been photographed.
60. Gadwall: 18 birds, mostly paired, were on Aldsworth Pond on Feb 23 (seen by
myself)
61. Green-winged Teal: It would seem that the drake which was at Pulborough Brooks
on Feb 16 and 17 has flown into northern Hampshire where it was seen on Feb 20 by
John Clark on one of several pools in Bramshill Plantation (on the Hants/Berks border
at the confluence of the Blackwater and Whitewater rivers north of the M3 at Hook)
62. Goosander: 27 were roosting at the Eversley gravel pits north of Fleet on Feb 20.
63. Coot: Brian Fellows reports one sitting on a tall nest pile in the Emsworth Slipper Mill
Pond on Feb 20 (probably not beating the previously reported sitting bird at Fort
Brockhurst on Feb 12)
64. Golden Plover: Latest reports are of more than 300 birds seen on Feb 21 in the
Kingsley area (east of Alton) and of smaller groups seen on Feb 20 (18 at Fareham
Creek and 60 at Eastleigh Lakeside)
65. Greenshank: The long-staying winter Greenshank was still to be seen in the Delme
Pool at the head of Fareham Creek on Feb 20
66. Yellow-legged Gull: One was at the Kench (Langstone Harbour) on Feb 20
67. Sandwich Tern: Two or more were in the Hayling Bay area on Feb 20

68. Auks: Large numbers seen going east recently have changed their minds and were
heading west in the English Channel - at Splash Point at Seaford (just west of Beachy
Head) some 3400 went west on Feb 19 and another 3000 on Feb 20
69. Kingfisher: Although the birds seem to have left the Langstone Mill area one was still
to be seen on the Brockhampton stream when I was there on Feb 22.
70. Great Spotted Woodpecker: Trevor Carpenter saw four birds at Fareham Creek on
Feb 20 - seemingly two pairs having a territorial dispute.
71. Meadow Pipit: The arrival of passage birds heading north (which started around Feb
16) seems to be continuing (though Ian Pibworth, watching all day on Feb 20 at the
Testwood Lakes, only noted 7 birds heading over in a north west direction). Also on
Feb 20 Adrian Martin was the first to hear Meadow Pipit song in the New Forest.
72. Waxwing: Latest sightings have been of up to 56 birds at the industrial estate in
Bordon and more than 40 birds at the Eastleigh Borough Council offices (both on Feb
21)
73. Robin: On Feb 20 an adult was seen feeding two juveniles in Basingstoke
74. Chiffchaff: Adrian Martin heard brief song from a birds in Southampton on Feb 21 not the first reported this year as Richard Carpenter had heard one at Titchfield Haven
on Feb 7.
75. Willow Tit: Two birds (with several Marsh Tits) were found in the Straits Inclosure
(south west part of Alice Holt Forest between Alton and Farnham) on Feb 20. This is
only the second report of this species in Hampshire that I have seen this year - the first
was of a single bird at Faccombe (north east of Andover) on Jan 25
76. Rook: My puzzlement over the appearance of Rooks in the Havant area continues
with a flock of 40 going north east over the A27 Langstone roundabout area on Feb 22
(one of them stopping off on that day to search the ground in St Faith's churchyard in
the centre of Havant)
77. House Sparrow: Another report of these birds already nesting comes from Seaford
in East Sussex where an 'outdoor nest' was found in bushes on Feb 19
78. Brambling: A flock of around 300 was feeding on beechmast at Rushmoor Arena
(Aldershot) on Feb 22 (these may stay on here as smaller flock did from Jan 28 to Mar
10 in 2003)
79. Siskin: At least one was seen to fly in off the see at Christchurch Harbour on Feb 20
and four appeared at Fleet Pond (for the first time this year) on that day, and on Feb 23
I could hear, but not see, a small flock (not more than 20 birds) in the tops of larches in
Stansted Forest.
80. Yellowhammer: These two seem to be appearing in Hampshire after a winter dearth
of them. Simon Wolley on Feb 20 reported 'many' of them in the Cheesefoot Head
area (probably on the game bird crops planted there)
81. Corn Bunting: Simon Woolley also recorded the first single Corn Bunting of the year
for Hampshire at Cheesefoot Head on Jan 20
PLANTS
13. Monterey Pine: These commonly planted trees are now covered with flowers with the
male part looking like an upside down cone of popcorn. The yellowish white globules
that look like popcorn are pollen sacs and when I shook a branch here in Havant on
Feb 22 my glove was instantly covered with a huge mass of pollen
14. Common Fumitory: Before Christmas I thought I had discovered White Ramping
Fumitory near the old Havant Incinerator site when I came on a mass of plants all

having 'white' flowers (except for their deep purple tips) but the same plants now have
'pink' flowers looking like the Common Fumitory which the plants are...
15. Garlic Mustard: As yet no fresh plants but on Feb 22 I found one very ancient plants
still managing to support some small flowers.
16. Blackthorn: Also on Feb 22, at the now abandoned Broadmarsh playing fields, I
came on several Blackthorn bushes with buds showing white and one with several
flowers open (notably smaller than those of the Cherry Plum and with no hint of green
young wood)
17. Goat Willow: At the mouth of the Hermitage Stream, on the Budds Farm side, several
Goat Willows had golden flowers on Feb 22
18. Lesser Periwinkle: On Feb 23 there was a good show of Lesser Periwinkle flowers in
Pits Copse (immediately south of the Stansted Forest 'Redwood Groves').
19. White Comfrey: Plants of this were in flower by the Homewell Stream and in St Faith's
churchyard in Havant on Feb 22
20. Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus): The plants which were planted by the
Langbrook stream in the 1980s as part of scheme to landscape the newly acquired site
for the IBM factory have survived IBM's tneure of the land and were flowering on Feb
22 (though many of the plants have been totally eaten by rabbits).
INSECTS
5. Red Admiral: A couple more have been reported recently, one of them being seen by
Brian Fellows in his Emsworth garden on Feb 20
OTHER
3. Fallow Deer: On Feb 23 a 'school crocodile' of perhaps 30 Fallow does were trotting
along one of their well established paths in Stansted Forest (east of the road) when
they spotted me bird-watching in a larch plantation west of the Ladies Walk. The deer
first froze, then scattered.
4. Roe Deer: More interesting were a pair of Roe seen in the same area of Stansted
Forest - the rear quarters of both were showing a rich chestnut red where their drab
winter coat had already been shed to reveal their fresh summer coats. The buck had
well advanced new antlers for their spring rut - they were still in velvet but looked to be
as tall as full grown Roe antlers get.
5. Hare: Just one was seen on the fields of Churchill's Farm near Wellow on the Isle of
Wight on Feb 20 This is only the fifth sighting of a Hare that I have seen this year, and
the first since Jan 29, perhaps an indication of the growing scarcity of these lovely
animals.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun2002
Wed 23 Feb

E. Stansted Forest and Aldsworth Pond
In a bright interval between heavy but brief snow showers I went to the Stansted main
avenue carpark, walked across the road towards the house, then north through the Hare
Warren area before re-crossing the road and coming south again from the small roadside
carpark.
In the Hare Warren area I heard at most a couple of Redwing and a single Bullfinch
among a good number of tits and Jackdaws, and a Stock Dove was singing among the
many Coal Tits. North of the wood pasture, in the old Larch plantation (compartment
36C) on the west side of the Ladies Walk I noticed birds moving in the tree-tops, but
virtually every bird I managed to see was a Chaffinch (though I did spot a couple each of

Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit, Coal Tit and Marsh Tit) but I could distinctly hear the rather
plaintive twittering of Siskin in the tops of these tall trees (certainly not more than 20 or
so). These are my first of the year, and their presence ties in with recent reports of a few
arriving in the country from the south.
There are well used deer tracks through these trees so I was not surprised to spot a ‘school
crocodile’ of at least 30 Fallow does within 100 metres of me where they spotted me,
stopped and then silently scattered. A little later, after leaving the birds but still in the
same part of the Forest, I disturbed a pair of Roe both quite well advanced into
shedding their winter coats to reveal chestnut red haunches - the buck also had what
were probably full grown antlers still in velvet.
After returning to the car I drove south the the pull in at the western end of Park Lane (the
track going east to Racton). From here I made the short work to the nearest corner of Pits
Copse where the Lessser Periwinkle are now in full flower. I was going on to check the
Early Purple orchid site in the Groves area but noisy sounds of ‘Forestry operations’ in
that area deterred me (the clearance there should let in more light and encourage a good
show of flowers if they finish work soon).
On my way home I made a final stop at Aldsworth Pond where I counted 18 Gadwall,
mostly paired, and a similar number of Tufted Duck with a smart pair of Shoveler and the
usual Coot and Moorhen (one Little Grebe was heard but neither Swans nor Canada
Geese were visible).
Tue 22 Feb

F. Bedhampton, Broadmarsh and Budds Farm
After the first snow of the winter fell overnight, followed by a heavy fall for half an hour at
breakfast time (none of which survived contact with the ground), the skies cleared and
sunshine encouraraged me to walk via Bedhampton to Broadmarsh and back via Budds
Farm and the Langbrook stream.
The highlights of the outing were to find first flowers on White Comfrey, Goat Willow,
Giant Butterbur and (most unexpected of the four) Blackthorn. These were just four of a
list of forty-two plant species in flower and others of interest were a couple of tiny flower
heads on an almost dead plant of Garlic Mustard (I hadn’t the heart to class that as a first
flower though it is the first time I have seen this plant in flower this year but it won’t be
many weeks before genuine new plants appear), some bright colour on a plant of Dove’s
Foot Cranesbill, and lots of similar colour on what now looks like Common Fumitory on
the plants which I thought might be White Ramping Fumitory when I found them before
Christmas with almost pure white flowers (other than the dark purple tips).
Nothing so exciting in the way of birds (though I enjoyed the colours on Kingfisher, Grey
Wagtail and summer plumage adult Med Gulls). The only unexpected birds were a flock
of around 40 Rooks - with a couple of Jackdaws among them - which flew north east into
the wind over the Langstone Technology Park near the A27 Langstone Roundabout (later
I found one on the ground in St Faith’s churchyard in the centre of Havant).
Rooks are hardly ever seen in the Havant town area (the nearest places I can normally
find them are around the small rookery in west Emsworth, a wider area around the large
rookery near Rowlands Castle railway station, and the small rookery at Christ Church near
the old A3 on the north side of the Portsdown hilltop, though there are plenty on Hayling
Island with rookeries at Northney, Mill Rythe and Tournerbury Wood) but in the past few
weeks there have been a series of sightings which may represent foraging parties from
local rookeries (perhaps further afield than those I have mentioned), birds leaving the
large winter corvid roost at Gosport (Elson wood), or passage birds on longer seasonal
journeys. I wish I knew more about the habits of these birds.
The route of this morning’s walk took me through The Parchment (off South Street in
Havant) where White Comfrey was in full flower near the Homewell stream - I later saw

more flowers in St Faith’s churchyard. Crossing over into Solent Road north of the Tesco
store I found the Garlic Mustard, and further along at the junction with Brockhampton
Lane I came on the Dove’s Foot Cranesbill. Further west on Solent Road I reached out
to a low branch of a Monterey Pine tree to see if its flowers were yet shedding pollen and
got so much pollen on my glove that it looked as if it had been sprayed with yellow paint.
Goldfinches were singing here and turning into Ranelagh Road I found Maidenhair
Spleenwort on the old wall which may soon be lost to development.
Two Grey Wagtails were by the Hermitage Stream and one plant of Hedge Mustard was
flowering there. On Bedhampton Mill Pool I watched one pair of Gadwall, and on the
railway side of the path saw the wild Primroses still flowering near the Mill Lane bridge.
Across the A27 footbridge I did not walk down the stream but turned right to go around the
northern edge of what were once public playing fields (but now host the poor ponies which
get tethered out on any abandoned land that offers rough grazing) and here I made my
best discovery of the morning - a Blackthorn bush with quite a few flowers already open
(much smaller than those of the Cherry Plum that can now be seen everywhere and with
no hint of green wood or opening leaves).
At the west end of this area (close to the mini-roundabout where he enter Harts Farm Way
from the A27) I was surprised to see a large tractor with a brush cutter clearing scrub
below the trees which separate the ‘playing fields’ from the road. At the time I could not
think why this was being done but later I saw other machines that were presumably
surfacing the new cycleway along the Chalkdock shore below the A27 and I am wondering
if this new cycleway is to be joined to the one going up the Hermitage Stream via the edge
of the ‘playing fields’.
At the Broadmarsh slipway the Swan pair were present with five of their seven cygnets
and upstream of Harts Farm Way eight Little Grebe were clustered together on the high
water. Walking along Harts Farm Way I passed the site of the ‘White Ramping
Fumitory’ and found the plants still covered with flowers, but those flowers no longer had
the ‘white’ flower tubes - they were now the normal pink of Common Fumitory.
Down the Brockhampton stream I watched a Kingfisher speed away from me, and on
reaching the shore I found lots of golden pussy-paws on the goat willows. I noticed
them because I did not follow the path skirting the shore but instead went up onto the slight
mound where not so long ago effort was put into creating a path, steps, and a viewing area
with seats - yet another wasted effort aimed at achieving what seemed like a good idea at
the time but which (through lack of people who want to use it and the funds to maintain it)
is now reverting to scrub and rabbit-land.
Looking out over the harbour water I saw two lovely adult Med Gulls among the other
gulls and Wigeon, and on the Budds Farm pools there was a lovely show of at least 30
Shoveler with a few Tufted Duck, Pochard and Teal. Another lovely sight was the
Cherry Plum blossom lining the south end of Southmoor Lane before I turned onto the
path leading to the South Moors (beside this unsightly path there is still Small Nettle in
flower to add some interest!).
By the Langbrook stream I diverted to check the state of the Giant Butterbur and found
several plants with their white flowers now open, but I also saw that the majority of the
plants had been eaten by rabbits (who obviously saw them as lettuce plants in Mr
MacGregor’s vegetable plot), and I think my clearance (last year) of the brambles which
appeared to be choking out the Butterbur has merely made it easier for the Rabbits to get
at them! No sign as yet of the female ordinary Butterbur plants pushing up yet.
The only other item of interest on the way back was the sighting of Rooks which I have
already described.

Mon 21 Feb

H. Langstone area
The only item of any interest today came when passing through Langstone on my Monday
poster round during which I stopped to scan the gulls on the low tide mud off the village
and spotted a full summer plumage adult Med Gull
Wildlife diary and news for Feb 14 - 20 (Week 7)
Sun 20 Feb

F. (Sun2002) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
379.
Red-throated Diver: 95 flew east past Dungeness on Feb 14, perhaps
showing that some of them think winter is over. From Brighton beach Richard Ives has
seen a few more passing each morning (5 in 30 minutes before 8am on Feb 17)
380.
Great Northern Diver: One spent the morning of Feb 18 fishing off the east
end of Hayling Bay but this is the only one I have seen reported during the past week
(Also no reports of Black-throated since Feb 4 in Portland Harbour)
381.
Great Crested Grebe: Although many are now back at nest sites there were
still some 250 on the sea in Rye Bay on Feb 19. Of local interest Andy Johnson found
the corpse of one (in breeding plumage) at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Feb 18
- I wonder if he looked at its belly to see if it had suffered one of the 'torpedo attacks'
recently described by Ian Pibworth as being a not infrequent way of settling territorial
disputes at beeding sites (the defending bird swimming underwater to the intruder,
then coming up and thrusting its bill through the belly of the intruder, usually inflicting a
mortal wound without leaving any obvious cause of death
382.
Red-necked Grebe: One has been resident in Portland Harbour since the New
Year and may have been joined by a second on Feb 14. Maybe there is a third there
now as one was seen off Worthing on Feb 17, and what may have been the same bird
working its way west along the south coast towards Portland was off the mouth of
Chichester Harbour on Feb 18.
383.
Slavonian Grebe: A group of these may have been following the Red-neck as
three were reported off Worthing on Feb 17 while a group of four were off south
Hayling on the same day.
384.
Black-necked Grebe: The birds in Langstone Harbour seem to have escaped
detection recently - until now I have heard no reports of them since Kevin Stouse saw 6
off the South Moors on Jan 16 but on Feb 17 a visitor to the area (Geoff Jones) saw 16
of them in the Cockle Rithe area south of the Oysterbeds. The first arrived back on
Sep 25 last year and Barry Collins saw 10 in the Cockle Rithe area on Nov 27. Andy
Johnson then saw 8 on Dec 19 but the only other double figure sighting of the winter so
far was made by Lee Evans on Jan 6 when he saw 12 from Budds Mound.
385.
Fulmar: 5 birds were seen on Gore Cliff at St Catherine's Point as early as Jan
6 but I have heard no more of them on land there or anywhere since then until Feb 13
when Cliff Dean noted 5 pairs on nesting cliffs east of Hastings with more birds out
over the sea there. Feb 15 then brought another report of at least one on the IoW at
Gore Cliff so it looks as if their breeding season has now started.
386.
Gannet: On Feb 14 twenty Gannets were feeding within 200 metres of the
Pagham Harbour sea shore. On Feb 18 Andy John managed to see two passing the
Hayling shore (but he had to hang about for four hours to do so!)

387.
Cormorant: On Feb 13 Alan Lewis reported having seen 40 on Ibsley Water at
Ringwood and described them as "40 ~"sinensis" Cormorant" I assume from this that
the birds were mostly in breeding plumage with the prominent grey napes ('judge's
wigs') which are part of the breeding plumage shared by our British race and the
continental 'sinensis' race. On checking the facts concerning the distinctions between
these two races (both of which can be found breeding in Britain) I was surprised to see
that the latest Collins Bird Guide makes no mention of the sinensis race, but for those
who remember the heated disputes about whether a particular bird was a genuine
'sinensis' my recollection of the outcome of those disputes depended on a close look at
the bird's face behind its bill (In 2001 I wrote that I had heard via Tony Gutteridge the
opinion of an 'expert' who had published papers on the subject - the gist was that to
separate the races correctly you have to look at the yellow area at the base of the bill in a continental bird this continues back below the eye in a straight line with the top of
the upper mandible, in British birds it extends up and around the eye). When John
Clark carried out his latest WeBS count at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 17 he found 68
Cormorant there but makes no mention of their race(s) so I guess that 'proper birders'
have now dropped this subject.
388.
Bittern: It could well be that most of our wintering birds have now left us - the
only report since one was seen to eat a Newt at Titchfield Haven on Feb 11 is of one
still at Rye Harbour on Feb 16. Confirmation that their breeding season can start as
early as February come indirectly from the RSPB where Simon Wotton, newly in
charge of their ongoing 'Bittern monitoring project', writes on the SOS website .. "I
would be grateful if you can contact me if you hear of any records of booming bitterns
from early February". He adds that in 2004 a total of 55 booming bitterns was recorded
in Britain compared to 43 in 2003.
389.
Little Egret: We are now in the time of year at which the lowest numbers of
Egrets are recorded at our coastal night roosts so I was interested to see that on Feb
12 a total of 43 were seen to leave the 'Nursery roost' in the Christchurch Harbour area
which is only just outside the western border of Hampshire.
390.
Grey Heron: I see that during the Portsmouth Harbour WeBS count on Feb 12
a total of 46 Herons were counted in the Elson Wood heronry area on the north west
shore of Portsmouth Harbour and on Feb 13 some of them were seen carrying nest
material.
391.
Spoonbill: I see that it was in the autumn of 2002 that a juvenile Spoonbill
settled down at the Thorney Island deeps to spend a good three months there, being
seen feeding there and along the Emsworth/Warblington shore until the start of Jan
2003. This winter Tom Bickerton has had to travel as far as north Norfolk to see one at
Holkham but if we exercise a little patience there will probably be one back at Titchfield
Haven - perhaps as early as April?
392.
Mute Swan: During the WeBS count on Feb 12 the herd of flocks at the
Gosport Cockle Pond numbered 97 birds. Anoterh sizeable herd of 58 birds was just
across the Solent on the Canoe Lake at Ryde on Feb 18
393.
Lesser White-front Goose: Anyone in search of what is almost certainly a
'plastic' bird might find one at Hurstbourne Priors near Andover where one was present
on Feb 14 with 88 Greylags
394.
Greylag: A slightly unexpected sight was of 29 Greylag in the Zebra enclosure
at Marwell Zoo on Feb 15
395.
Cackling Canada Goose (Minima race): One seen on Chichester gravel pits
by the Havant Wildlife Group on Feb 19 was probably the bird has been in our area for
over a year, alternating between the Chichester lakes, Farlington Marshes and Sinah
Gravel pit on Hayling and once venturing as far as the Lymington Marshes. On Dec 30

it flew over the Langstone South Moors and on Jan 19 made a one day visit to
Farlington Marshes but has not been heard of again until now (I suspect it has beeen at
Chichester all the time!)
396.
Barnacle Goose: It looks as if two of the Baffins Gang birds have
disappeared. On Feb 18 Richard Carpenter could only see 6 of the Barnacles (with the
regular hybrid) at Titchfield Haven - maybe two have gone back to Baffins Pond on
their own?
397.
Black Brant: Latest sighting of the 'Wittering' bird was made by John Shillitoe
on Feb 15 when he was at Black Point and could see it on the shingle bar across the
water on the Sussex side of Chichester Harbour entrance. The Bembridge area bird
on the IoW was seen there on Feb 13.
398.
Shelduck: While making a 'Mid Tide Count' on Feb 19 from North Common on
Hayling I estimated that I could see 95 on the Warblington shore - probably the highest
count there this winter.
399.
Mandarin: On Feb 14 Richard Carpenter saw six of these on the Meon at
Mislingford just north of Wickham.
400.
Wigeon: A peak count of around 600 were at Titchfield Haven, seen by
Richard Carpenter, on Feb 18 and the Pulborough area WeBS count on Feb 14
recorded 1875 birds. Maybe these high numbers are birds passing through on their
way to breeding areas as on Feb 13 Ian Pibworth saw (for the first time in his
experience) a pair copulating at the Testwood Lakes.
401.

Gadwall: John Clark found 720 on the Blashford Lakes on Feb 17

402.

Green-winged Teal: A male was at Pulborough Brooks on Feb 16 and 17

403.
Pochard: John Clark counted 199 at the Blashford Lakes on Feb 17 and on
Feb 18 the count at Titchfield Haven was dwon from a recent peak of 92 on Jan 29 to
just 55 birds
404.

Tufted Duck: The Blashford Lakes count on Feb 17 was 411

405.

Velvet Scoter: A total of three were in Hayling Bay at the east end on Feb 18

406.
Red-breasted Merganser: A surprising total of 278 were seen on the sea off
Worthing on Feb 17
407.
Goosander: A total of 46 came to roost on Ibsley Water at dusk on Feb 17.
Although these normally feed elsewhere by day there were still 11 there in the late
morning of Feb 18. Also on Feb 17 three of them were in what may be a new site seen off the Weston shore of Southampton Water near Netley.
408.
Ruddy Duck: Alan Lewis found 18 on Ibsley Water on Feb 13 and John Clark
saw 26 there on Feb 17
409.
Marsh Harrier: On Feb 16 one was being mobbed by two Merlins at Rye
Harbour
410.
Buzzard: Brian Fellows has recently seen photos taken by a friend of his
which show two Buzzards fighting over an earthworm - well maybe! At least they were
fighting on the ground and Brian says he has read an authoritative account of such
fights over food in which one bird submits to avoid damage, behaving rather like a dog
submissively cowering on the ground - the bird holding up one wing to show its
submission.
411.
Kestrel: Following a recent sighting of a Sparrowhawk eating carrion (the
remains of a Fox) Tom Bickerton tells me that while he was in Norfolk recently he saw
a Kestrel tucking in to the corpse of a Swan at Welney

412.
Merlin: On Feb 11 one at Rye Harbour reduced the count of Corn Buntings
wintering there from 366 to 365.
413.
Coot: The Portsmouth Harbour WeBS count on Feb 12 included a Coot
already on a nest in the Fort Brockhurst moat at Gosport.
414.
Golden Plover: A flock of 400 in the Posbrook area (north end of Titchfield
Haven) on Feb 13 was down to half that size on the following day but there were still
around 1500 in the Langstone area on Feb 17.
415.
Knot: On Feb 19 I could only see 3 Knot among some 800 Dunlin from the
Northney shore of Hayling, but there around 100 in the Newtown Harbour nature
reserve on the IoW on Feb 19 and 39 in the Black Point area of Hayling on Feb 17
416.
18

Sanderling: Derek Hale estimated there were 140 on the Ryde sands on Feb

417.
Ruff: Four were seen in Christchurch Harbour on Feb 15 - smaller numbers are
still being seen there on most days.
418.
Woodcock: John Simons has had one at an unspecified location on four
consecutive days recently - probably in the Finchdean area but not in Stansted Forest.
419.
Black-tailed Godwit: A total of 340 were in the Portsmouth Harbour area on
Feb 12, more than 300 of them in the Mod land at Bedenham where they may have
often gone unrecorded in the past. 124 were in Titchfield Haven on Feb 18 and up to
150 have been in Christchurch Harbour recently
420.
Redshank: When I was at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Feb 18 one was 'singing'
continuously for almost a whole minute.
421.
12

Grey Phalarope: Someone reported one flying west past Selsey Bill on Feb

422.
Arctic Skua: On Feb 14 one flew west past the entrance to Pagham Harbour the first I have heard of anywhere since Jan 2
423.
Med Gull: As numbers build up for the breeding season I was interested to see
that there were 33 together at the Sandown Canoe Lake on the IoW on Feb 17, and as
many as 9 roosting in Portland Harbour on Feb 16. Eight were off Langstone village on
Feb 17
424.
Common Gull: Although numbers are relatively high all along the coast as the
birds begin to move east there are a lot more to be seen inland - on Feb 12 Steve
Mansfield had more than 200 at Alresford Pond and on Feb 15 Simon Colenutt saw
more than 150 at Marwell Zoo (another 40 were over Magdalen Hill Down near
Winchester that day).
425.
Yellow-legged Gull: a bird with a distinct limp was back in Christchurch
Harbour on Feb 16 (it has been there before and has earned the name 'Limpy'). More
than 2 were in the Ibsley Water roost in Feb 17 with a possible adult Caspian Gull
(noted by John Clark)
426.
Glaucous Gull: A very unexpected sighting reported by Simon Colenutt at
Marwell Zoo on Feb 15 was a second winter Glaucous.
427.
Sandwich Tern: Latest sighting was made by Andy Johnson on Feb 18 off the
Hayling Eastoke promenade
428.
Auks: An estimated 2015 flew east past Dungeness on Feb 14 and on Feb 15
Richard Ives saw 1950 go east past Brighton in just 25 minutes. On Feb 16 Richard
watched go east at Brighton while Dick Gilmore recorded 3000 passing Splash Point at
Seaford in 90 minutes on that day. A few Razorbills from this movement were seen off
Hayling Island but the maximum count there was only 4.

429.
Barn Owl: Thanks to news from Alistair Martin I had excellent views of one
hunting in fields immediately west of the one in which the Ham Brook flows into
Nutbourne Bay. This was on Feb 16 when it was out in full daylight at 4pm - I gather
from Alistair and from a passing dog walker that it can be seen on most days at around
that time. As two were being seen there in December I wonder if one of the two is now
sitting on a nest?
430.
Short-eared Owl: The two birds wintering on the abandoned Hamble airfield
were still being seen regularly up to Feb 16 and are probably still there.
431.
Kingfisher: When I visited Nutbourne Bay to see the Barn Owl on Feb 16 I
also had good views of a Kingfisher flyng off from the flap though which the Ham Brook
enters the bay.
432.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: When in Denny Wood (New Forest) on Feb 13
Alan Lewis saw both sexes drumming (but couldn't decode the messages going
between them- maybe they were talking about the next day being Feb 14!)
433.

Woodlark: Two more reports of their song from Horsham and the New Forest.

434.
Meadow Pipit: It looks as if their spring passage northwards started on Feb 16
when a few came in off the sea at Portland. Since then several people have
commented on them and on Feb 18 I found more than a dozen at the Hayling
Oysterbeds.
435.
Rock Pipit: One was making a first song flight in the Ventnor area of the IoW
on Feb 15 (No one has yet mentioned Meadow Pipit song this year!)
436.
Waxwing: John Clark as made a first guess at the total number in Hampshire
this winter being close to 1000 while Lee Evans thinks there have been around 6000 in
Britain as a whole this winter. On Feb 13 Alan Lewis videod a flock in the Lordshill area
of Southampton and subsequently counted 352 birds on a still from the film. Latest site
for them is an industrial estate in Bordon on the A325 in east Hampshire - these were
discovered by Ian Julian and on Feb 19 there were 76 birds there. Also on that day 20
turned up in Basingstoke's Eastrop Park.
437.
Fieldfare: Malcolm Dixon had a flock of over 500 in the Kingsley area east of
Alton on Feb 16 (and I had just four at the Nutbourne orchards on Feb 16 with a few
Redwing to the west of Prinsted)
438.
Redwing: Alistair Martin had many in the Wood Pasture at Stansted Forest on
Feb 19
439.
Blackcap: On Feb 15 one was singing (both full and subsong) for a period of
two hours in the Highcliffe area of Bournemouth and on Feb 18 Brian Fellows had full
song from an unseen bird in or near his Emsworth garden. Over in Sussex a female
was seen eating Mistletoe berries - yet another addition to their long list of food items.
440.
Firecrest: One was seen by the Titchfield Canal Path on Feb 18 by Richard
Lovett (and a lucky person in Rodmell village by the River Ouse just south of Lewes
was able to watch one in a tree in his garden while he was shaving on Feb 15)
441.
Long-tailed Tit: Richard Carpenter saw one gathering nest material near his
Hill Head home on Feb 16
442.
Treecreeper: At least one was seen by Alistair Martin in the Hare Warren area
of Stansted Forest (just west of the Wood Pasture) on Feb 19
443.
Rook: Having seen a few more passing over Havant this week and reading
that the first 'migrant' passed over Portland Bill on Feb 18 I am becoming more in
favour of the large flocks seen recently at Warblington by Brian Fellows not being local
birds at all but 'passage birds'. With the Rooks passing over Portland on Feb 18 were
6 Ravens.

444.
House Sparrow: Birds in a Worthing garden were collecting Pampas Grass
'plumes' for nest material on Feb 17.
445.
Brambling: Graham Osborne saw a total of 50 in the New Forest on Feb 16
and on that same day the 'first of the winter' turned up in Norman Hunt's garden at
Winchester.
446.
Bullfinch: Quite a few recent reports including at least four seen together in
Stansted Forest by Alistair Martin, a pair in Peter Vaughan's garden at Hook in north
Hampshire, and a report from Magdalen Hill Down of two birds one of which was
'singing' - something I have only heard once in my life from this rather vocal birds (I
usually detect them by there repeated contact calls)
447.
Lapland Bunting: Perhaps it was worth the journey to north Norfolk for a view
of around 12 of these near Titchwell recently - there seem to have been no south coast
records since one was a Sandwich Bay on Jan 1.
448.
Reed Bunting: Richard Carpenter heard song from one at Titchfield Haven on
Feb 4 but no other has been reported until Feb 19 when this 'magnificent' song was
heard in both Kent and the IoW.
449.
Corn Bunting: The flock at Rye Harbour peaked at 366 birds on Feb 11 and
one was heard singing on the IoW on Feb 15 (song had been heard at Rye during Jan)
PLANTS
58. Early Dog Violet: For almost a week now I have been watching a single flower on
some plants which had established themselves in my garden - it may be that birds or
mice have nibbled at the petals but it looks as if the sepals are present but the petals
have not yet developed
59. Flowering Currant: I found and smelt the first flowers open on a bush in a Havant
garden on Feb 14 and I see that the Havant Wildlife Group had plants in flower in a
traditional 'first of the year' site by the Trout Lake buildings the Chichester Gravel Pits
on Feb 19
60. Grey Field Speedwell: More of this was flowering in Langstone High Street on Feb 18
(where I had already seen flowers on Jan 18)
61. Lungwort: This has been flowering in gardens for some time but I saw the first garden
escapes flowering in Havant on Feb 14
62. Colts Foot: The first I have heard of this year was on the Fairlight cliffs at Hastings on
Feb 13, while locally the Havant Wildlife Group scored a first with some at the
Chichester Gravel Pits on Feb 19
INSECTS
56. Peacock butterfly: The only report so far this year is of one seen in the Climping area
near the mouth of the Arun on Feb 14
57. Moths: Firsts for the year have been a March Moth trapped by Derek Mills at
Farnham on Feb 9, a Double-striped Pug taken by Dave Hamilton at Hedge End in
Southampton on the same night, and a Clouded Drab taken by Nick Montegriffo near
Basingstoke on Feb 11
OTHER
33. Common Seal: John Shillitoe had one at mouth of Chichester Harbour on Feb 15
34. Common Frog: Richard Carpenter found lots of spawn at Whitely Pastures (edge of
Botley Woods) on Feb 13 but Bob Willows had to wait until Feb 16 for the first spawn in
his garden near Pulborough. On Feb 18 I saw my first roadside corpse north of Sinah
Gravel Pit

35. Common Toad: First mention of these for the year comes from Peter Hutchins who
found a lively specimen in Morgaston Wood north of Basingstoke
36. Palmate Newt: Richard Carpenter saw more than 7 in ponds at Whiteley Pastures
(Botley Woods) on Feb 13
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun1302
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D. Mid Tide Count from Northney on Hayling
With the tide high around 8am and a sunny morning forecast the conditions seemed good
for making this month’s ‘Mid-tide Count’ (a scheme being piloted in Chichester Harbour to
fill gaps in knowledge of wader feeding habits between the established high and low tide
counts). The early high tide should mean that the birds would have had little time to feed
between first light and when the tide started to fall soon after 9:30, and the extra-hungry
birds would therefore be out in strength at the best feeding places at that time. Those
calculations, however, omitted two important factors - firstly since this was a neap tide of
only 3.6 metres there were significant areas of mud still available for feeding right through
the high tide period (though those areas would not be as rich in food as those which would
have been covered by the tide), and secondly my observation of the birds was noticeably
hampered by the strong northerly wind to which my chosen viewpoint (east end of the
North Common open space at Northney) was fully exposed - this not only made it difficult
to keep the scope steady when counting but also made seeing difficult as the chill wind
made my eyes run after just a minute or so of viewing. Nevertheless I managed to stick it
out for a full hour until the tide was effectively down and recorded the birds reasonably
accurately.
When I arrived at the viewpoint there were already around 500 Dunlin in the very shallow
water waiting for the show to begin, and while I ws counting them the number increased to
over 750 and the feeding frenzy started, and before the first half hour was up this mass of
birds had followed the falling tideline right across my field of vision. There were
surprisingly few other waders with them here - less than half a dozen each of the
Redshank, Curlew and Grey Plover that are always present, and only three isloated
Knot.
On the water up to five Merganser were fishing in the channel between the Hayling and
Warblington shores, but over on the more sheltered Warblington shoreline there were up
to 400 Brent and at least 95 Shelduck with perhaps 45 Wigeon though very few waders
other than (at one point) 75 Lapwing which took off and were swept away by the wind.
The only other birds I saw were a single Bar-tailed Godwit, a few Oystercatcher, and 22
Teal that wisely spent the whole period sleeping in the shelter of the old holiday camp
boating lake (that odd looking triangular area east of Northney marina).
Wildlife diary and news for Feb 7 - 13 (Week 6)
Sun 13 Feb

G. (Sun 1302) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
450.
Red-throated Diver: Bob Chapman tells us that an oiled bird was in Langstone
Harbour off Farlington Marshes on Feb 6 but was still too active to catch and attempt to
remove the oil. Possibly this bird may have been caught later as Derek Hale tells us
that an oiled bird came ashore in the Ryde area on Feb 10 and was rescued by the
RSPCA (though if it had been ingesting oil for four or five days I don't give much for its
chances of recovery). Just possibly this was the same bird which Jason Crook
watched flying out of Chichester Harbour on Feb 7 (but with 120 seen passing
Dungeness - now going east? - on Feb 5 there are still plenty of birds around)

451.
Grest Crested Grebe: At least one seems to have been on the IBM lake
thoughout the winter with two seen there in the autumn and from Jan 18 to 20 this year
but there was no sign of them acting as a pair until Feb 11 when Kevin Stouse saw
them together, and on Feb 12 I watched them facing each other and 'attempting to kiss'
in their courtship display. On both days the birds were at the east end of the lake near
the pump house.
452.
Red-necked Grebe: One was seen from Selsey Bill on Feb 6 and the Portland
Harbour bird (which has been there since Jan 2) was still there on Feb 9.
453.
Slavonian Grebe: There was a good count of 25 birds on the sea off Church
Norton on Feb 8 and two have been regularly seen in the Chichester Harbour entrance
up to Feb 11 (one there on Feb 12)
454.
Shag: One was off Southsea Castle on Feb 8 but there have been no more
sightings of birds in the Langstone Harbour entrance where one has been regularly
seen in some past winters (this year just the one sighting near the Ferry on Jan 8 and
one of a bird showing its breeding crest in the entrance channel on Jan 31)
455.
Bittern: the most recent sightings at Titchfield Haven have been on Feb 9 and
11 - on the latter date the bird was seen to catch a Newt (thought to be a rare and
protected Great Crested Newt!)
456.
Little Egret: On Jan 30 Steve Keen saw one on the Lymington Marshes which
seemed to have stepped in a paint pot - its yellow feet and the front of its tarsi were a
bright green (Steve compared the colour to that of green Spangles sweets), and it was
behaving in an unusual fashion as if its feet were itching - alternately flying small
distances and then 'sitting on the ground with its legs stretched out as if it did not like to
stand on them'
457.
Great White Egret: It would seem that no one has seen the Blashford Lakes
bird in the Ringwood area since Jan 21 but there is a report of one being seen near
Dorchester on or about Jan 26
458.
Grey Heron: It could well be that some already have young in their nests and
are having to seek new supplies of food for their young - at any rate I was surprised on
the morning of Feb 12 to see one perched on the roof of a house across the street from
mine, no doubt scanning for garden ponds. On the other hand Brian only saw one bird
during the WeBS count on Feb 12 when he passed close to the Tournerbury Wood
heronry on Hayling Island (the high wind may have contributed to the absence of
sightings there).
459.
Mute Swan: At least two pairs have arrived back on nest territories this week.
On Feb 8 Brian Fellows saw the pair back in Eastney Lake, near the Hayling Ferry,
where they have had a chequered history with one parent being killed by dogs a few
years ago, and on the IBM Lake a pair returned on Jan 31 and were definitely in
residence on Feb 12 (their nest site is close to the wadeway that I use to get onto the
islands and when I wanted to return to the mainland they were determinedly blocking
my path!). They do not nest at the Southsea Canoe Lake but there is usually a large
flock of non-breeders there (around 40 in Jan and Feb last year) but after some died
from 'accidental poisoning' last year they seem to have abandoned that site - Brian
Fellows found just two birds there on Feb 8.
460.
Bewick's Swan: Not sure if they are starting to head back to breeding quarters
but four of the twelve birds that were still on the Ibsley water meadows near Ringwood
on Feb 6 could not be seen on Feb 8
461.
Canada Goose: A full count of wildfowl at Titchfield Haven on Jan 24 found
271 Canadas there but on Feb 11 Richard Carpenter gave an estimate of only just over
200 there and on Feb 12 my WeBS count at the IBM Lake found three widely

separated pairs already guarding their proposed nest sites (no nest building yet that I
could see) with a flock of 11 birds ont the small Main Reception lake there.
462.
Brent: On Feb 6 these started to fly east, leaving their winter quarters. From
Bembridge Foreland Kris Gillam watched 79 birds in three flocks flying east far out at
sea and on the same day 192 were seen passing Dungeness and recorded as the first
to leave. On Feb 8 360 went east past Dungeness, and they have been seen daily
since then (75 on Feb 9 and 270 on Feb 10)
463.
Pale-bellied Brent: Andy Johnson tells us that one is now a daily sight in the
Chichester Harbour entrance except at high tide time when the Brent fly to the West
Wittering carpark grass. On Feb 7 Jason Crook had a close view of it and saw it was
'paired' with a normal Brent. It was most recently seen on Feb 12 on the shingle bank
on the Sussex side of the harbour entrance channel.
464.
Brant: As with the Pale-bellied bird a Brant (almost certainly the one that has
been at West Wittering through the winter) has been regular showing in the Black Point
area and was last seen on Feb 12 among 100 Brent on the shingle bar east of Black
Point. The Brant on the Gosport Military Road playing fields was also still present on
Feb 12 and the one in the IoW Bembridge area was noted on Feb 11.
465.
Mandarin: Last year the highest count I saw from Eyeworth Pond in the New
Forest was of 16 birds (9 of them males) on Feb 10. This year a total of 17 birds were
there on Feb 7, including 12 displaying males
466.
Gadwall: The number of these birds in Hampshire continues to rise and I
thought that a count of 57 on Alresford Pond made by Ron King on Feb 10 might be a
site record but I see that Charles Cuthbert had 58 there on Jan 30 last year (thereafter
no count exceeded 27). I think the county record may be the 803 found on the
Blashford Lakes by John Clark on 28 Dec 2004
467.
Pintail: A count of 75 on the water of Nutbourne Bay (north east of Thorney
Island) made by Cliff Oakley's Petersfield Wildlife Group on Feb 8 could well be a site
record and exceeds the highest monthly total (66) for the whole of Chichester Harbour
in 2003 (though in 2002 there were 114 in the harbour in Jan and in 2001 there were
190 in December)
468.
Tufted Duck: A total of 98 on Baffins Pond on Feb 8 set a new record for that
site (last year there were 92 there on Feb 18).
469.
Scaup: Two birds seen flying out of Chichester Harbour on Feb 12 may have
been the only ones to visit the Solent harbours this winter. Last year there were two
birds staying on the Chichester Lakes in January and a single female on Budds Farm
but this winter they have all stayed further east with Brooklands Lake at Worthing as
the limit (with the exception of five birds seen sometime in January in the Lymington
area and a single bird reported from the Chichester Lakes on Jan 2)
470.
Eider: On Feb 12 Brian Fellows had a new personal tick for his south east
Hayling sector of Chichester Harbour WeBS counts with 2 Eider (presumably the same
two females seen there by Jason Crook on Feb 7, and maybe one of the birds was the
one seen in Stocker's Lake by Gary Fennemore on Jan 14 and by others on four or five
dates since though I see that one seen by Andy Johnson on Jan 25 was a male)
471.
Black Scoter: In my previous entry on Feb 9 I reported that (on Feb 6) Richard
Ives had seen what he called a 'Black Scoter' off the Selsey west fields and at the time
I was baffled by this name as the latin name for Common Scoter is already 'Black
Scoter' (Melanitta nigra) and what I believe to be the official 'World Formal Name' for
Common Scoter as foisted on us by George Bush and his ornithological henchmen is
already 'Black Scoter'. My thanks go to Bernie Forbes for solving the mystery by his
contribution to the SOS website after going to look for the bird on the following day -

Bernie wrote "We were unable to relocate the odd looking male Common scoter which
had a bill marking not unlike the American race of Black scoter" and this led me to see
that the term Black Scoter is not only the World Formal Name for all Common Scoters
but is also used to denote the subspecies Melanitta nigra americana which is found
off North America and North East Siberia (and in which the adult males have a large
yellow knob on top of the base of the bill, replacing a much smaller black 'knob' present
on the normal birds). So far no one claims to have seen this odd bird again....
472.
Velvet Scoter: Assiduous scanning of the Scoter flock off the Selsey area in
search of the 'Black Scoter' brought the total of Velvet Scoter seen there to 10 on Feb
7 and 11 on Feb 9
473.
Goosander: Kris Gillam tells us that at least two dead birds have recently
been found in fishermen's nets off the Isle of Wight so they presumably fish offshore as
well as in the harbours and fresh water lakes and rivers. Better news comes from John
Clark and Tim Doran who found 38 Goosanders on the Blashford Lakes near
Ringwood during their Feb 8 WeBS count - John says this is an all time Hampshire
record.
474.
Feral ducks: On Feb 8 Brian Fellows found both a Chiloe Wigeon and a
female Rosybill back on Baffins Pond in Portsmouth
475.
Buzzard: Kris Gillam reports that a Buzzard took a Water Rail prey from the
reedbeds of the RPSB reserve at Brading Marsh on the IoW on Feb 6. There have
also been a number of impressive reports of Buzzard 'flocks' in the air recently - on Feb
6 Martin Hampton saw 9 together over the Stansted Forest main avenue not far from
the carpark and this was shortly after seeing what may have been a different group of 4
over Aldsworth village. On Feb 7 a group of 6 were seen over the West Dean woods
and on Feb 8 Derek Hale saw 6 soaring together and calling over Bembridge Harbour
on the IoW. Probably the most impressive recent sighting was made by Graham
Osborne, also on Feb 8, in 'north west Hants' where he saw a total of 20 birds, 17 of
them visible at one time. While some of the birds seen in the air at this time of year are
no doubt 'overseeing their territories' I suspect that most if not all the birds are up there
looking for potential food items to get up their strength for the breeding season.
476.
Kestrel: Two different pairs seen by Martin Hampton on Feb 6 hunting not far
from Stansted House were clearly after food and so may have been a Kestrel seen on
a garden bird table back on Jan 29 - my first thought on hearing this report was that the
observer had actually seen a Sparrowhawk but then I recalled various discussions in
the past about Kestrels taking birds as prey. From those discussions it became clear
that Kestrels will occasionally take small birds in flight but will more frequently 'pounce
on them' as if they were mammals on the ground and this may be what the Kestrel had
attempted on the bird table. The latest local Kestrel sighting was made by the Havant
Wildlife Group in the strong wind on Feb 12 - they saw a bird perched on walkway rails
in the Northney marina and my guess would be that this is one of the Warblington
Castle birds which disguises its interest in the Warblington area by doing its hunting
across the water on the Northney side (going as far, I think, as the Oysterbeds)
477.
Lanner Falcon: Bernie Forbes had a pretty good view of one perched in
Rackham Woods (east side of Amberley Wild Brooks) on Feb 8 but it flew off through
the trees without letting Bernie see if it had jesses.
478.
Avocet: Nutbourne Bay in Chichester Harbour still had 13 Avocet for the
Petersfield Wildlife Group on Feb 8 and on Feb 9 one flew in off the sea to land on the
scrape at Titchfield Haven where it stayed for the rest of that day (but has not been
seen again since)
479.
Golden Plover: A flock of 500 at Nutbourne Bay on Feb 8 was unusual there probably part of the large flock that has recently been in the Langstone/Northney area?

480.
Knot: 130 were seen by Jason Crook at Black Point on Feb 7 and on Feb 11
Andy Johnson reported that up to 400 had been roosting there 'recently' but in the high
wind on Feb 12 Brian Fellows could see none during his WeBS count
481.
Sanderling: A count of 170 off Ryde is described as the highest so far by
Derek Hales but that can only be for this year - there were 200 there in November and
last year there were over 200 in mid March.
482.
Purple Sandpiper: A count of 17 at Bembridge Foreland was said by Kris
Gillam to be the highest count on the IoW for nine years (Sussex had 18 at Brighton
marina on Nov 30 last year)
483.
Jack Snipe: Richard Carpenter tells us that Richard Levett (from Titchfield
Haven) had 7 Jack Snipe in the Hook area in 'early Feb' (when he also saw more than
100 Common Snipe there!). Nearer to Havant Chris Seaton saw one Jack Snipe (with
10 Common Snipe) in the flooded field between the Thorney Main Road and the Little
Deeps on Feb 10
484.
Bar-tailed Godwit: It would seem that at least one of the four Bar-tails that
have been wearing summer plumage for their winter stay in Langstone/Chichester
harbour is still present. On Feb 12 Alan Lewis was surprised to see one in what he
describes as the Sinah Warren area of Hayling.
485.
Whimbrel: The Pagham Harbour bird was still to be seen off Church Norton on
Feb 8
486.
Spotted Redshank: On Feb 6 Martin Hampton had excellent views of one
barely 2 metres from the shore at Nore Barn (west end of Emsworth) - this is where I
had a good but more distant view of one on Dec 26
487.
Med Gull: Numbers are now building up for the breeding season and several
birds are in their full summer plumage. On Feb 12 Alan Lewis saw a total of 12 from
Langstone Bridge (11 of them adults). Last year Barry Collins saw 44 of them here (off
Langstone village) on Mar 8 with 43 of them in summer plumage, and on Mar 13
Richard Ford saw 45 in the same area.
488.

Ring-billed Gull: Still at the Gosport Cockle Pond on Feb 12

489.
Common Gull: Numbers seem to be increasing in our area as these birds
start to head east and north but I was surprised to see that Ron King had an estimated
450 of them at Alresford Pond on Feb 10 (though it is quite usual in winter to see larger
numbers inland than on the coast)
490.
Iceland Gull: What is probably the same individual Iceland/Kumlien's bird is
still roaming the south coast. On Feb 5 and 6 it was at Brighton Marina, then on Feb 9
it was seen briefly at Titchfield Haven before re-appearing at Gosport on Feb 12. A
different full adult bird was at Portland Bill on Feb 10 allowing Martin Cade to get three
excellent photos of it in flight (there is also a super shot of an adult Med Gull with partial
black head on the Portland werbsite).
491.
Kittiwake: At least 5 were back on the Seaford Head cliffs near Beachy Head
on Feb 6 with 20 others in the offing. Locally an oiled bird was resting on a rooftop near
Sandy Point on Hayling - seen there on Feb 7
492.
Auks: As return passage builds up there has been a day count of 1900 flying
east off Dungeness on Feb 9
493.
Ring-necked Parakeet: On Feb 8 Brian Fellows saw and heard what he
assumes was a Ring-necked Parakeet fly over his house in Emsworth (hopefully but
very unlikely to be on a nest site prospecting trip?) I think from what Brian says the
only other possibility for the identity of this bird would be one of the Alexandrine
Parakeets that have a small colony in the Lymington area

494.
Barn Owl: The burglar alarm was set off at the Wood Mill HQ of the Susex
Wildlife Trust in the early morning of Feb 9 when a Barn Owl came down a chimney
and was found in one of the offices with a fair amount of soot on it and around the
office.
495.
Kingfisher: On Feb 12 the Havant Wildlife Group saw one fly along the water
ditch just east of the North Common carpark from the Northney Road area of north
Hayling towards the Northney marina (and maybe back to Langstone?). Now I wonder
if it had been prosecting for a nest bank?
496.
Woodlark: Three heard singing recently in the New Forest so worth keeping
an ear open in likely areas ...
497.
Rock Pipit: These are still with us and local reports include two at Nutbourne
Bay on Feb 8 and one on the South Moors shore on Feb 11
498.
Water Pipit: In addition to reports from Brading and Sidlesham sewage works
I see that Steve Keen found three at Farlington Marshes on Feb 12
499.
Waxwing: Still far too numerous to report them all but a report on Birdguides of
more than 314 in the Lordshill/Maybush area of north west Southampton could be a
Hampshire county record. Another report which caught my eye comes from Crawley in
Sussex where more than 100 were feeding on Cotoneater berries - eating only the fruit
and spitting out the pips which were falling like a hailstorm on the pavement below!
500.
Robin: A nice story from Kevin Stouse who writes .. "Working in my garden
after work on Feb 8 & 9 I had constant company of a Robin, I was digging out the
compost heap to the vegetable patch. All the time I could hear this beautiful soft
subsong I could almost imagine it was talking to me telling me to keep digging as the
worms were lovely... I've heard this soft song before, last time there were 2 robins
together and it was obviously some form of contact call, this time there was no sign of
a second bird so no idea why he was singing (I'm assuming its a male of course)." The
obvious conclusion that comes to my mind is that the Robin was a female and saw
Kevin as a useful and hardworking mate ....
501.
Black Redstart: When Jason Crook was in the Sandy Point area on Feb 7 he
did not see the 'resident' bird there, but when on the bus taking him back to Havant he
saw one from the bus in the Beachlands area (I assume somewhere near the funfair
and almost certainly not the Sandy Point bird). Another local bird in Portsmouth was
seen in the Burrfields Road allotments (south west of the Ocean Park shops), also on
Feb 7. In the past Mike Wearing (who has an allotment there) has told me that birds
sometimes stay the winter.
502.
Blackbird: Not much daytime song yet but on Feb 9 George Spraggs was
walking along a road in Hayling West Town at 4:15am (off to a bird ringing session, not
coming back from a party!) and heard one in full song which allowed him to walk close
by it without stopping the flow of song.
503.
Fieldfare: A flock of 100 were still in the East Park at Stansted on Feb 6, seen
by Martin Hampton
504.
Sedge Warbler: An inexperienced but enthusiastic birder who had just been to
Cams Bay on Fareham Creek was walking back towards Birdwood Grove and heard
song he did not recognize coming from the hedge. Having listened to his CD of
birdsong he was left thinking that it might have been a Sedge or Reed Warbler but
while anything is possible I wonder if in fact he was listening to Blackcap winter
subsong (or even first attempts at full song). In connection with this possible early
migrant arrival I see that someone is claiming to have a Lesser Whitethroat in
Berkshire (not too long ago one was known to have wintered on the West Sussex
coast so why not in Berkshire?).

505.
Blackcap: Steve Keen heard one singing in the Sway area near New Milton on
Feb 8
506.
Chiff Chaff: Richard Carpenter heard one singing in the Titchfield Haven area
on Feb 7 and on Feb 8 Bernie Forbes heard one singing at the Coldwaltham sewage
works south of Pulborough.
507.
Goldcrest: I heard one of these singing by the Hayling Billy trail in Havant on
Feb 11.
508.
Magpie: When checking in with the Security Guards at the Portsmouth IBM
site before starting my WeBS count around the lake on Feb 12 I was amused to see a
complete Magpie nest (with a 'tin roof' as tall as Marg Simpson's hair) built in the very
nearest tree to the Main Reception entrance (within ten yards of it) - I hope the Guards
can protect any important visitors from aerial attack.
509.
Rook: In my notes on Feb 3 I reported how Brian Fellows had seen 150 Rooks
in the Warblington Farm fields where they would be a very unusual sight. Since then
Brian has been back on Feb 8 and once more found some 134 Rooks there. This time
he looked carefully and was sure they were not Crows, and he says they were nervous
and quickly flew off north. On Feb 11 I was walking the South Moors shore and heard a
small party of Rooks flying east overhead, and this gave me the thought that the huge
winter Corvid roost in the Elson Wood at Gosport must be breaking up about now
(Rooks are traditionally back at their rookeries on Valentine's day). Possibly what
Brian saw were two different parties of Rooks coming from Gosport and heading east
to distant rookeries (the largest rookery in Sussex is supposedly the one at Hambrook
House, overlooking the A27 just west of Chichester)...
510.
Brambling: At least one was still in the West Dean Woods north of Chichester
on Feb 7 and there were still some in the New Forest on Feb 11
511.
Siskin: My comments on the continuing shortage of Siskin this winter drew a
report of one flock of around 40 (mixed with Goldfinches) seen by Simon Woolfries on
the Surrey/Hants border near Frensham on Jan 29 but Simon admits that this is his
only sighting of any number this winter. Since Jan 1 I have only seen 12 reports of
Siskin (including Simon's) and the only one to exceed his count of 40 came from the
Bedgebury pinetum which is just in Kent (more than 50 seen there). None of the other
ten reports quoted counts of more than 6 birds.
512.
Snow Bunting: One was on a Golf Course at Seaford in Sussex from Feb 3 to
6 and another single bird was seen at Pett Level near Hastings on Feb 9
PLANTS
63. Danish Scurvygrass: I was not expecting to see this for another couple of weeks but
on Feb 11 I stumbled on a cluster of plants already in flower (on the bridge over the
Langbrook stream immediately south of the Mill Lane footbidge) when checking the
flowers on the English Elm that are also open there. On Feb 12 I had another surprise
to find more Danish Scurvygrass flowering on the IBM Portsmouth site in grassland
where I have not seen it before.
64. Ash: Male flowers were starting to open on one tree at the IBM Portsmouth site on
Feb 12, the first I have seen this year.
65. Crack Willow: Another surprise on the IBM site on Feb 12 was to see one golden
catkin fully open on a young Crack Willow there. In addition to the arrangement of the
buds along the branch which had the open catkin at its end this tree had kept a single
long thin leaf attached to the branch to help with identification.
66. Sallow: Plenty of Goat Willow trees have now shed the brown outer casing of their
flower buds and now show bright silver buds but none have opened their golden
anthers as yet.

67. Alexanders: Several plants lining the old A3 road descending Portsdown Hill into
Cosham had tall flower stems with white cauliflower-like flower umbels showing as I
drove to and from the IBM site on Feb 12.
68. Ivy-leaved Speedwell: Now starting to flower in several places after my first find in
Havant on Jan 24.
69. Changing Forget-me-not: Another surprise already flowering at the IBM Portsmouth
site on Feb 12 - as expected the first flowers open were white in colour before
changing through yellow to blue.
INSECTS
58. Brimstone butterfly: The first of the year was seen by Lynn Fomison in her home
village of Ropley on Feb 12, almost a month earlier than last year's first which was on
March 3, but much later than the first records for preceding years (In 2001 one was out
on Jan 1, in 2002 on Jan 14, and in 2003 on Jan 25)
59. Red Admiral: The Petersfield Wildlife Group saw one at Nutbourne (east of
Emsworth) on Feb 8 when another was seen in Poole (Dorset). On Feb 6 Ray
Hamblett had another in the Lancing area.
60. Moths: Latest firsts for the year are Double-striped Pug (at Hedge End, Southampton,
on Feb 9), Early Tooth-striped (seen on underpass lights at Blackdam, Basingstoke by
Peter Hutchins on Feb 4), and a March Moth (trapped by Derek Mills at Farnham on
Feb 9).
61. Queen Wasp: Mike Wall had one in his moth trap at Basingstoke on Feb 11, already
out of hibernation and searching for a good place to start constructing this year's nest.
OTHER
37. No significant reports in the last few days
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Wed0902
Sat 12 Feb

E. Round the block in Havant
Taking the dog around the block I saw a second isolated clump of Frogspawn in the tiny
ditch beside the Billy Trail behind my house, and from my house I watched a Grey Heron
briefly touch down on the roof of a house across the road before it was chased off by
Crows

F. WeBS count at the Portsmouth IBM Lake
After lunch I went to the Portsmouth IBM site for my monthly count of birds on the lake as part
of the Portsmouth Harbour overall count.
One of the first things I found was a Magpie nest, complete with tall protective cover, in
the very nearest tree to the Main Reception entrance, and on the small lake nearby were
11 Canada Geese still apparently in a flock (later I found three pairs at widely separated
places where they will nest).
A much better bird observation was of two Great Crested Grebes facing each other on
the water of the main lake, twitching their heads from side to side in courtship display.
They look as if they will nest in the reeds on the north side of the lake near its east end. At
the other end of the lake a pair of Swans are back, probably going to nest on the shore of
the islands from which I put up three Snipe and saw half a dozen Tufted Duck and two
Teal (but not the Shovelers and Pochard that Kevin Stouse saw there yesterday).
Six Cormorants were still present as was one Heron, and I glimpsed a Kestrel near the
‘Johnson and Johnson’ roundabout (the one with a million traffic lights) but did not hear the
Chiff Chaff which Kevin heard yesterday.

Of more interest were the flowers found - Changing Forget-me-not was out in two
places, and the first male flowers were opening on one Ash tree, while a single golden
catkin on a Crack Willow was a great surprise. I also found fresh Danish Scurvygrass,
Thyme-leaved Speedwell and Dove’s Foot Cranesbill flowers.
Both on the way to and from the IBM site I saw Alexanders in flower beside the old A3
running up Portsdown Hill (on the west side of the road).
Fri 11 Feb

F. Havant to Budds Farm and back
Despite the threat of rain I walked the ‘on loan’ dog to the Brockhampton stream, then
along the shore to Budds Farm and back along the South Moor shore.
There was little in the way of bird interest but I heard both Coal Tit and Goldcrest singing,
and on the South Moor shore hear the wheezy call of Rock Pipit though I could not spot it
among the dark stones on the shore.
The most interesting find came when I was walking upstream from the mouth of the
Langbrook and diverted onto the bridge which only leads to a closed gate into a meadow
south of Mill Lane - I went there to get a close look at the English Elm tree flowers which
are now open, and after checking them I looked down to my feet and saw same strange
white flowers which turned out to be Danish Scurvygrass.
Wed 9 Feb

F. New fungus find in Havant
Today I went to collect a sample of a ‘new to me’ fungus (Peziza echinospora) which I
had noticed a few days ago growing under a hedge running along the southern boundary
of the Social Services offices in Townend House (adjacent to the Arts Centre and Museum
in East Street, Havant). Details of how to find it are given in the Other section of the Latest
News given below. Although there is no sign of charred wood or burnt ground where the
fungus is growing I am pretty conifident about the identity of the species from what Roger
Phillips has to see and from his picture

G. (Wed0902) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0602
BIRDS
236.
Black-throated Diver: Russell Wynn's summary of birds seen in the
Lymington marshes area during January reveals that at least one was seen in the west
Solent, as was at least one Great Northern Diver, though only Red-throated have
appeared in previous messages relating to that area.
237.
Great Crested Grebe: Daily sightings of two on the Eastleigh Lakes began on
Feb 1, following a run of singles seen in Jan, and this would appear to indicate the start
of the breeding season there. We have already heard of breeding activity (and torpedo
attacks on un-paired birds) at the Testwood Lakes as early as Jan 23 but it is still not
certain that they will nest at the Portsmouth IBM Lake (two birds were there for three
days in mid Jan but subsequent sightings up to Jan 31 have been of single birds).
238.
Slavonian Grebe: George Spraggs saw a single bird off the Hayling
Oysterbeds on Feb 6 - this would seem to be the first record for Langstone Harbour
this year. George also saw two Black-necked Grebes there on that day.
239.
Little Egret: Maybe of some interest was a sighting of one in the Holm Hill area
of the New Forest (west of Brockenhurst) on Feb 5. This should not be surprising as
there is a large area at the foot of the hill called Holm Hill Bog which is one of many
similar bogs in the Forest all of which should be good feeding places for the Egrets, so

perhaps the surprising aspect of this sighting is that there seem to have been very few
reports of Egrets in the Forest. This is the first I have heard of this year and last year I
only saw one report (one at Fritham Pond on Mar 26). 2003 only brought three reports
(Balmer Lawn at Brockenhurst in April, Long Slade Bottom in Oct and Holm Hill in Nov)
and 2002 effectively had no reports (my database just has two reports for March but
these were coastal birds near Calshot)
240.
Mute Swan: I am already keeping an eye open for the start of nest building at
Langstone Pond but have seen no sign of it yet. What is apparent from Brian Fellows
reports from Emsworth is that the Swans are getting restless and moving around
locally there (perhaps in search for more and better food to build them up for the
breeding season?). On Jan 28 he found 52 in the Nore Barn area at the west end of
the Emsworth shore but on Feb 1 he could only find 3 there. When I was there on Feb
8 I found 15 there.
241.
Bewick's Swan: When John Clark carried out a WeBS count in the Avon valley
on Feb 6 he found the 12 birds still present at Ibsley.
242.
White-front Goose: The three Thorney Island birds were still present in the
marshy field near the Main Road north of the Little Deeps on Feb 4. There has been
no flock wintering in the Avon Valley - just one sighting of 13 birds in the Bisterne area
south of Ringwood on Jan 9 but none to be seen during John Clark's WeBS count on
Feb 6
243.
Black Brant: The bird in the Bembridge area of the Isle of Wight has remained
to give the Island its first February records of this subspecies on Feb 1 and 3. The East
Head bird in Chichester Harbour was also seen on Feb 6
244.
Shelduck: One was found dead on the shore near the Hayling Oysterbeds on
Feb 6 - no obvious injury so cause of death is unknown. On Feb 8 I saw at least 86 still
on the Warblington shore without walking the whole shoreline.
245.
Mandarin: The highest count so far this year at Eyeworth Pond in the New
Forest was of 13 birds (10 males) made by Derek Allnutt in poor light on Feb 4 (he
thinks there may have been more birds hidden from view)
246.
Pintail: Mark Rolfe had a good count of 24 on the flooded fields north of
Titchfield Haven on Jan 29 (when Cliff Oakley visited the Haven and found four that
were probably in addition to the 24). On Feb 5 the Havant Wildlife Group walked round
Farlington Marshes and saw 'many' there but give no clue as to how many. Farlington,
the Lymington Marshes and the Avon valley are the three top Hampshire sites for
Pintail and Jan-Feb is the time at which they record peak counts. In 2000 the
Farlington WeBS count for Jan was 137, in 2001 it was 128, in 2002 it was 215 and in
2003 it was 120 (with 170 in March) and in 2004 Bob Chapman on Jan 29 gave a
recent count of 120+
247.
Ferruginous Duck: After its appearances on Sinah gravel pit it seems the
disputed 'Fudge Duck' was back at Budds Farm pools on Feb 5 (seen by Alan Lewis)
248.
Tufted Duck: Last year on Feb 18 Brian Fellows recorded a 'site record count'
of 92 on Baffins Pond in Portsmouth but when Alan Lewis was there on Feb 5 this year
he only noted 50+
249.
Eider: On Jan 22 Dan Houghton counted 90 off Titchfield Haven and on Feb 5
Richard Carpenter found exactly 90 still there but was impressed by the presence of
many males in the breeding plumage and by the 'crooning' calls they make at this time
of year.
250.
Common Scoter: On Feb 6 Richard Ives saw 10 off the Selsey West Fields
and among them he saw "1 male bird showing all the characteristics of Black
Scoter: thick, bulbous orange beak." (I think Richard means Surf Scoter as my

latest info is that Black Scoter is the 'World Formal Name' for Common Scoter but they
may well have changed all the names again since I last looked!) If this possibility can
be substantiated by others (and best by photos) this will add a new species to the
Sussex list.
251.
Velvet Scoter: Richard Ives (also on Feb 6) saw 12 of these off the Selsey
west shore where 14 had been reported on Jan 29.
252.
Goldeneye: Tim Doran found 25 on Ibsley Water during the Feb 6 WeBS
count and John Clark comments that this is the largest number there since 1999.
253.
Smew: One redhead was on Ibsley Water on Feb 6 until flushed by
trespassers - the only one in Hampshire so far this winter (In Jan 2004 a male stayed
there from Jan 9 to 20)
254.
Goosander: A total of 38 (including 12 males) was on Ibsley Water on Feb 6
(highest ever count for that water)
255.
Ruddy Duck: Also on Ibsley Water on Feb 6 were 21 Ruddy Duck which John
Clark regards as normal early spring passage (not sure of their movements - could
they be coming back from a winter holiday in Spain?) Last year this spring passage
was seen in counts from the Blashford Lakes of 11 on Feb 8 and 24 on Mar 7.
256.
Chiloe Wigeon: Alan Lewis saw one back at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on
Feb 5 - presumably these escapees are now flying around in search of mates as they
feel the call of spring?
257.
Sparrowhawk: On Feb 5 Paul Boswell (at Greywell near the Basingstoke
Canal in north Hampshire) watched a male Sparrowhawk eating from the corpse of a
Pheasant probably killed by Foxes several days earlier, thus confirming that these
hawks will eat 'carrion' (especially, perhaps, when feeding up for the breeding
season?).
258.
Rough-legged Buzzard: At Gander Down (near Cheesefoot Head east of
Winchester) on Feb 5 Mike Rafter saw a raptor on the ground which he is pretty sure
was a juvenile Rough-legged Buzzard. He writes "the bird spent all the time either
perched on fence-posts or walking around a grassy field, so I didn't get any flight views
but it had a very pale head and upperbreast, brown belly patch, upper-tail buff merging
into dark brown towards the tip, the most striking feature were the feathered tarsi,
easily visible as it walked about the field it looked like it was wearing pale feathered
trousers!". All Buzzards have 'short trousers' covering the tibia (upper part of the leg)
but only the Rough-legged has feathers running down the tarsi to its talons. I suspect
that what seemed a buff coloured upper tail would have become much whiter if the bird
had expanded its tail in flight.
259.
Osprey: A less likely, but not impossible. raptor sighting comes from a Derek
Brant who emailed George Spraggs on Feb 2 to say that he had just seen two Ospreys
flying south over Chichester Harbour. I am not aware of any Sussex winter records of
Ospreys and in Hampshire I don't think there are any Jan or Feb records though in
1953 one was at the mouth of the Beaulieu River on Dec 7 and in 1967 one was at
Alresford Pond from Dec 3-6. Assuming the current sighting was not of Buzzards high
in the sky the only other large raptor likely to be over the coast at this time of year
would seem to be Marsh Harrier.
260.
Peregrine: John Goodspeed passes on a report of one being regularly seen
eating pigeons in the grounds of St Mary's Hospital (Milton area of Portsmouth) maybe the same bird that has been reported in the past operating in the Portsmouth
Dockyard area.

261.
Avocet: On Feb 5 the Havant Wildlife Group walked round Farlington Marshes
and saw 9 Avocet after seeing on the notice board a report of 10 so it sounds as if the
number there is gradually declining after a peak of 14 birds on Jan 16
262.
Golden Plover: The large flock of up to 2000 that has been in the
Langstone/Northney area recently is not the only one of this size in Hampshire. John
Clark reports a flock of around 2500 in the Blackwater valley forming the Hants/Surrey
border east of Aldershot.
263.
Grey Phalarope: The presence of one at Dungeness on Feb 1 and 2 may be
of interest.
264.
Mediterranean Gull: On Feb 6 Alan Thurbon found one dead on the Eastney
shore at Portsmouth - the immediate cause of death was a two foot length of barbed
wire attached to its leg and making flight almost impossible. Alan thinks it probably got
caught by the wire when scavenging on a rubbish tip, but the wire might not have
become so firmly fixed had it not become hooked around a metal ring on the bird's leg
....
265.
Black-headed Gull: A leucistic small gull seen off Titchfield Haven on Feb 3
was thought by Bob Marchant to be either a Common or Black-headed - he favoured
Common but I see there have been three records this winter (from the Lynbottom
rubbish tip west of Newport on the IoW) of what has been reported as a leucistic
Black-headed Gull. The last sighting on the IoW was on Jan 29 and Lynbottom tip is
only ten miles south west of Titchfield Haven.
266.

Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was still at the Cockle Pond on Feb 5

267.
Lesser Blackback Gull: I have been surprised in the past by the large number
of these gulls recorded by John Clark as roosting at the Blashford Lakes in the Avon
valley, and wondered why on Feb 6 he only recorded some 200 there at dusk but on
checking the previous records I see that the high numbers have been in the autumn
(e.g. more than 2800 last September and 6500 in Sept 2003) - maybe with mild
weather many of them have now returned to the rooftops of Bristol (or wherever else
they breed)
268.
Glaucous Gull: The first winter bird that was at Cuckmere Haven from Jan 26
to Feb 2 seems to have moved to Dungeness where one was seen on Feb 4, and then
back to Seaford Head on Feb 5 (these gulls can easily give Ellen MacArthur a run for
her sponsor's money)
269.
Sandwich Tern: On Feb 1 there were two reports from the Isle of Wight - one
flying north from the Bembridge Foreland area and the other from Fishbourne (where
the Portsmouth ferry comes in on the north coast). While I have no proof I would not be
surprised if these birds which are fairly regularly seen on the north east coast of the
IoW this winter are the same birds seen around Hayling Island (at other times of year,
especially in the autumn, it is normal for terns which fish in the Solent by day to come
into the mainland harbour mouths to roost at night).
270.
Razorbill: One was fishing close to Southsea Castle on both Feb 2 and 6 with
a sighting in the Chichester Harbour entrance on Feb 5. Slightly less expected was
one at the top of Southampton Water on Feb 5, seen close to Cracknore Hard
(immediately north of Dibden Bay and the Marchwood Military Port)
271.
Stock Dove: In past winters we have usually found a substantial flock of up to
50 on the Warblington Farm fields and on Feb 8 I saw a flock in the big field which has
the Emsworth to Warblington Church path along its southern side but I could only see
20 Doves (and none of the Skylarks and Linnets that might also be expected).
272.
Collared Dove: A pair was seen carrying nest material in Paul Matthews
garden (at Blackfield near Fawley) on Feb 4

273.
Turtle Dove: On Feb 3 John Clark was told of a Turtle Dove which had been
seen in a Southampton garden (Townhill Park area) since before Christmas. Simon
Ingram took up the challenge of checking out the bird's true identity. Everyone was
hoping that it might be an Oriental - aka Rufous - Turtle Dove as these are becoming
more frequent winter visitors to Britain in the winter (which have so far not been seen in
Hampshire) but Simon confirmed that it was an overwintering 'common' Turtle Dove,
274.
Barn Owl: One was killed when it hit a plane at Southampton airport on the
evening of Feb 4 although none were known to hunt in that area (though they have
been seen and probably bred in the nearby Itchen Valley Country Park).
275.
Kingfisher: About this time of year the birds that have been wintering along
the coast head inland to breed. Although I personally have not seen one at Langstone
since Jan 18 I see that George Spraggs saw one on the old rail bridge at Langstone on
Feb 6 (and when I was passing Langstone Mill on Feb 7 a local resident told me he had
seen one at the Mill 'last weekend').
276.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Richard Carpenter saw one at Titchfield
Haven on Jan 29 and on Feb 6 John Clark had one by the River Avon at Wattons Ford
(where the Avon Valley Path has a little spur connecting the villages of Kingston and
Bisterne to the Dorset side of the river whose west bank here marks the county
boundary)
277.
Woodlark: These should now be returning to breeding areas and it is worth
making an effort to track them down and hear their lovely song (some say it beats the
Nightingale for musicality). I see there were sightings at two New Forest sites on Feb 4
and 6 (the latter singing) and there is a good chance of coming across one or more in
the belt of country north of Stansted Forest running west from Up Marden to Idsworth
where their numbers seem to have been increasing in recent years.
278.
2

Water Pipit: More than five were said to be at the Lower Test Marshes on Feb

279.
Pied Wagtail: After George Spraggs' discovery on Feb 4 of a large night roost
(up to 200 birds) on the roof of the Tesco store in Havant I saw at least 150 there on
Feb 7 and in the entries for that day I have included a lengthy review of previous
reports of night roosts over recent years.
280.
Waxwing: Widespread reports still pour in but maybe of interest here is one
from Seaford in East Sussex where they were feeding avidly on small ornamental 'crab
apples' (and one local resident was pleased to see them as in most years these apples
fall and rot on the pavement and are a nuisance as they can easily be carried indoors
on shoes and trodden into carpets)
281.
Black Redstart: The Hayling Island (Sandy Point area) bird was heard singing
from an Eastoke promenade rooftop on Feb 3 and later that day it was seen just across
Southwood Road on the toilets at the south end of Bosmere Road.
282.
Blackbird: Brian Fellows heard one singing in Brook Meadow at Emsworth on
Jan 31 and heard full song elsewhere in Emsworth on Feb 1 and I have heard them
around Havant at dusk on Feb 4, 5, and 8. More unexpected is a report from
Southampton of a juvenile seen out of the nest on Feb 3
283.
Willow Warbler: Trevor Carpenter tells us that Birdguides put out a report of
one being seen at the Ringwood Blashford Lakes on Feb 6. I have always been
slightly surprised that none of these overwinter whereas Chffchaff do in large numbers
(could it be that most birds assume that any Phyllosc seen in winter is automatically a
Chffchaff? - don't think that holds water!). I would guess this report was a
misidentification by an inexperienced birder but it could also just possibly be an early

migrant (to date the earliest ever recorded in Hampshire was on 16 Mar 2001 and the
latest was on 1 Dec 1990 with no other winter records)
284.
House Sparrow: A pair were carrying nest material into a roof hole in South
Hayling on Feb 4, seen by George Spraggs
285.
Siskin: The great dearth of this species continues - the only people to report
any recently have been those visiting the Blackwater Arboretum and Bolderwood with
a maximum reported count of just six birds seen by Bob Marchant on Feb 2
286.
Reed Bunting: Richard Carpenter heard the first song of the year on Feb 4
from one of at least 20 birds now in the Titchfield Haven area. On Feb 5 Richard
Mould-Ryan was surprised to have two males in his Southampton (West End) garden
where he has never seen them before. Steve Keen thinks this may be the result of a
recent influx as on Feb 2 he noticed one flying purposefully north east over Barton on
Sea as if on passage.
PLANTS
27. Scurvygrass: I have been expecting to see Danish Scurvygrass on the local
roadsides but on checking last year's records it seems we may have to wait another
month before it starts to flower. In the meantime, on Feb 8 I was at Nore Barn on the
west Emsworth shore and did see fresh leaves of English Scurvygrass which usually
flowers after the Danish has appeared.
28. Sweet Violet: While at Nore Barn on Feb 8 I found the first flowers on the pale pink
flowered Sweet Violets that are established in the south west corner of that wood - we
will have to wait even longer for the pure white ones.
29. Rue-leaved Saxifrage: None in flower yet but the pavement edge of the East Pallant
here in Havant is densely crammed with tiny light green leaves having the distinctive
shape of this plant and promising the 'best ever' display of their tiny white flower if the
'man from the council' does not come and spray them with weed killer.
30. Grey Poplar: The single old tree in Wade Court Road here in Havant is already
dropping a mass of its catkins onto the road below - well before I have seen catkins on
any other trees.
INSECTS
11. Red Admiral: One was seen in the New Forest (Holm Hill) on Feb 6
12. Moths: Feb 1 brought the first Oak Beauty of the year to Richard Coomber at
Pennington (Lymington) and Feb 3 gave first finds of Hebrew Character to both
Richard Coomber and to Peter Hooper at Bishopstoke (Eastleigh) while on that same
night Paul Boswell in Greywell near Fleet had the first Agonopterix heracliana.
During the day on Feb 4 Peter Hutchins found two new for the year moths on the
underpass lights at Blackdam in Basingstoke - Acleris cristana and Early
Tooth-striped. Plenty of other moth activity on some recent mild nights but nothing
new.
OTHER
19. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: Still 7 loitering off Portland Bill on Feb 8
20. Grey Seal: One photographed on Jan 29 off Lymington Marshes by Russell Wynn,
showing its charcteristic head shape as it was eating a large Flounder
21. Deer Tick: One was picked up at Emer Bog by David Thelwell who thought it very
early in the year and advises others to take care (so as to avoid Lyme disease)
22. Frog: Alan Thurbon in the Drayton area of Portsmouth had the first Frogspawn in his
pond on Jan 29. On Feb 1 one pair of Frogs in amplexus were back in a pond at Four

Marks near Alton and on Feb 6 I found one clump of spawn in the Hayling Billy trail
(drainage ditch) which I hope will be moved before the ditch dries out.
23. Peziza echinospora. A great display of what seems to be this fungus has recently
appeared in Havant at the foot of a Laurel Hedge along the south side of the Townend
House Social Services offices. You can easily find the site by going to the office of the
Registrar (of Births, etc) in Town Hall Road and walking east along the narrow path
towards the Hayling Billy Trail - the fungus is growing under the hedge on your left just
before you come to the end of the wooden fence on your right. The size, colour and
general look of the fungus is as given in Roger Phillips book for P. echinospora but he
says it is found from late spring to autumn (so now is a bit early) and grows on charred
wood or burnt ground (of which I can see no sign)
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun0602
Tue 8 Feb

G. Warblington Farm and Nore Barn
The dog which I am temporarily caring for started to limp badly this morning when I was
prepared to take him for a walk (he has since made a complete recovery - I think the
problem must have been something like a trapped nerve as he has had these symptoms
before) so I was allowed to enjoy a walk through Warblington to Nore Barn at Emsworth on
my own on a lovely spring-like morning with bright sun burning off early mist.
Crossing Wade Court Road on my way to Pook Lane I found the catkins of the
exceptionally early Grey Poplar were already falling to the road below before I have seen
any other tree of this species in flower and in Pook Lane the Cherry Plum trees are now
laden with many flowers.
The sea at the end of the lane was glassy smooth and dotted with wildfowl on the high
water, and some 30 Curlew were spending the high tide feeding in one of the Warblington
farm field on the shoreline - with them were half a dozen Black-tailed Godwit and just one
Brent (presumably having deserted its fellows and intending to stay here when they
depart).
The ancient Yew trees in the church yard showed no sign of shedding pollen yet when
shaken (though the single young tree planted by the main road north of the farm was still
giving of clouds as it had done on Feb 1). Eight Egrets were in the field adjacent to the
church (where the new cemetery extension will be created) and a flock of 20 Stock Doves
were on the large field along whose southern edge the footpath took me to Nore Barn.
On the saltings beside the ‘Maisemore Gardens stream’ flowing out at Nore Barn I found
one plant with the fresh spatulate leaves of English Scurvygrass which is usually in flower
for the annual open air Easter church service that takes place on this shore - no hint of
flowers on the plant as yet but in the copse the first pink flowered Sweet Violet flowers
were just opening (well after the violet ones elsewhere and well before the white ones still
to come). There were 15 Swans on the water here and across the misty water came the
loud ‘whickering’ of some 50 Black-tailed Godwits try to spend the high tide roost on a tiny
islet that could not accommodate them all - several were having to swim around the
fringes of those that could still just stand in the rising water.
After seeing them I heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker in the copse (and later found a
couple of nest holes drilled by its species in a tree overhanging the footpath leading north
to the main Havant road at its junction with Selangor Avenue). Also in the copse I felt sure
I heard the thin high call of a Treecreeper but could not spot it (and the call could have
come from a Blackbird, of which there were several, making its version of a Redwing
whistle).
Near the top of the Selangor Avenue path I watched a Fox enjoying the sun in a field
between me and the houses of Emsworth, and after following the Havant road to the A27

interchange I found a Meadow Buttercup opening a first new flower and found flowers on
Red Clover apparently frozen in time - they have been there for weeks! After the A27 the
road name changes to Emsworth Road and along its north side I found Ivy-leaved
Speedwell in flower as well as passing a clump of Glistening Inkcap fungi.
Mon 7 Feb

I. Pied Wagtail night roosts
This evening I saw for myself a flock of over 150 Pied Wagtails rise from the roof of the
Havant Tesco store close to the A27 Langstone roundabout, confirming that the night
roost flock of up to 200 which George Spraggs saw there at dusk last week was not just a
one off assembly but may well be a continuation of a long established traditional roost in
this area going back to before the store was built.
I have looked back through the material that I put on my website concerning Wagtail
roosts (plus a couple of other anecdotes about these birds) in the years 2000 - 2002 and
extracted the following entries which may be of general interest. The entries are in date
order and hopefully tell their own story.
If you get bored with reading this piece do skip to the entry for 23 Nov 02 and learn a new
name for the humble Pied Wagtail. Tom Norriss refers to them very appropriately as
Chiswick Flyovers.
24 Nov 99 - Ed Griffiths tells me of Pied Wagtails nowadays queueing up at the doors of
large commercial greenhouses where the growers gladly let them in to consume as many
insects as they want.
29 Jan 00 - I have not heard any recent reports of large local night roosts of Pied Wagtails
but am aware of many congregating above the goldfish pond at the Q A Hospital in
Cosham in past years (more than 1000 were reported there in Dec 1989 and back in 1976
800 roosted in the old carriage works at Eastleigh). Here in Havant hundreds have spent
nights in the old IBM Havant buildings and similar numbers in the Waterlooville
shopping precinct. In autumn large flocks roost in coastal reed beds and sewage works
are another favourite attraction. So a report today from Nick Montegriffo of 250 flying in at
dusk to the shopping centre at Chineham (near Basingstoke) is not a record.
9 Feb 00 - Tim Lawman told me that during last December up to 900 Pied Wagtails had
roosted in the shelter of the Havant Council Offices (they came of their own volition none of the ratepayers money went on their support) and there are still a lot in the area
each night but they distribute themselves between the Police Station, Leisure Centre and
the Council offices.
8 Nov 00 - Recently, Martin Hampton tells me, the nightime Pied Wagtail roost has built up
to around 40 birds at Horndean Community School, but has not yet reached the peak of
100 birds seen last winter. I am not familiar with this school but am prepared to bet the
Wagtails have found one of those sheltered internal courtyards there, complete with some
trees and an ornamental pond, which seems to attract them to the Xyratex building in
Havant and the Q.A. Hospital in Cosham (there are probably other attractions at Budds
Farm which I suspect hosts several hundred each night)
5 Dec 00 - When Nick Green was in Havant last Friday (Dec 1) he found at least 150 Pied
Wagtails trying to roost in bushes screening the carwash of the Texaco garage on Park
Road South (now closed).
9 Dec 00 - Each evening for the past fortnight or so Nick Mills has noticed a large
movement of Pied Wagtails going west over Hook Park (at the mouth of the Hamble River)
out over Southampton Water in the direction of Fawley. In 20 minutes on one evening he
counted at least 300 birds going over his house, and that is probably only a fraction of the
total number involved. Nick is wondering if anyone can say where the massive roost to

which they are heading is located? And can anyone give an idea of the total number at
this roost?
14 Dec 00 - Nick Mills raised the question of where the many Pied Wagtail that he had
been seeing each evening were heading as they went west from the Warsash area across
Southampton Water. Today I have a prompt answer to his question from Derek Wilson,
who I assume has worked or still does at the Fawley refinery complex. Derek tells me that
“They are almost certainly roosting in Fawley Refinery on the Air Fin heat exchangers.
For decades now, at this time of the year, large flocks of these birds fly in and roost on
these quite hot pieces of equipment. After a few hours they are almost comotosed by the
heat to the extent that they can be approached to within inches without being disturbed. I
used to see them on the Steam Cracker Plant which is at the Chemicals end of the
Refinery and to my knowledge no one ever took on the huge task of counting them”. I
cannot find any mention of this roost in Birds of Hampshire though it does mention a roost
on steam lagged pipes at a North Baddesley factory where up to 1200 birds had
been recorded, and this liking for heat (and its effect on the birds as described by Derek)
is news to me. I am aware of sites where the birds shelter among buildings, usually
perching in ornamental trees planted around ornamental ponds, and of more natural sites
such as Budds Farm sewage works and (in the autumn) reed bed roosts, but it sounds to
me as if it would be very interesting to find out more about the Fawley site (how many birds
use it? How long have they been using it?) and also to learn if there are other sites where
the birds have hot water bottles in their beds.
26 Dec 00 - Today's issue of the Portsmouth NEWS devotes most of a page to the story of
a Pied Wagtail which has just been evicted from the Palmerston Road (Southsea)
branch of the Nat West Bank after it had staged a two day sit-in strike there. The
reasons for this strike action are not given, and it is understood that the bird did not make
off with any money, and the only point of this story is to confirm the Pied Wagtail's liking for
heat which we have discussed recently (see Dec 9). I don't imagine the Wagtail found
much food in the bank but it resisted many attempts by staff, customers and the RSPCA to
'shoo' it out. One theory is that it had fallen in love with a model of a Robin on the
bank's Christmas tree (the Wagtail seemed keen to cuddle up to this dummy bird) but I
remain convinced that the Wagtail was really after the high temperature in the building.
27 Jan 01 - Brian Rickwood went shopping at Safeways in Andover to find himself
watching an aerial battle as a Sparrowhawk did its best to reduce a flock of 150 Pied
Wagtail by one but, I think, failed.
31 Jan 01 - A big ASDA store at Hollingbury in Brighton proved to have a night roost of
at least 250 Pied Wagtail when one birder went shopping there the other evening
9 Feb 01 - Lee Marshall in the Alver valley found 70+ Pied Wagtails were also roosting
here - I thought they preferred human sites such as supermarket carparks and shopping
malls but perhaps these are a 'back to nature' group of Wagtails.
13 Nov 01 - Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven in late afternoon found 30 Pied
Wagtail settling to roost in the reeds (or were they just gathering together to head for
somewhere with some artificial heating - they do like to make the most of our wasted heat
in industrial plants and shopping centres when it comes to choosing a good roost).
8 Dec 01 - Over in Dorset Mike Bramwell found a roost of over 200 Pied Wagtail at
Sainsbury's in Ferndown
12 Dec 01 - Lee Marshall was in the Alver Valley before 7am this morning and counted more
than 236 Magpies leaving the roost, by far the highest count for this roost (144 there in
Nov 1999 and 130 on Nov 22 this year) but not quite reaching the county record of 277
at Fleet Pond in Dec 1987. A less dramatic roost of Pied Wagtail also exists in the
valley with around 128 birds seen by Lee yesterday (I would be interested to hear from
anyone who can confirm that Wagtails still use the Budds Farm sewage works here in

Havant as a night roost - I see plenty of them heading that way over my house at dusk
and hear them going north east in the early morning if I am in the garden before it is light
enough to see them).
27 Dec 01 - The ongoing court martial of the Grey Wagtail, accused of eating things
which are not listed in the BWP, heard new evidence today from Brian Fellows showing
that the bird has been seen, in his Emsworth garden, demonstrating dereliction of duty not
only in eating seed rather than insect food, but even eating crumbs of sausage rolls
scattered on the ground by birds eating the remains of the rolls on the bird table.
5 Jan 02 - Towards dusk Lee Marshall was in the Alver Valley late enough to hear a Tawny
Owl calling from the Wildgrouds, and to see 80 Pied Wagtail in a pre-roost assembly on
the HMS Sultan polo field (between Grange Road and Military Road in Rowner) - I
wonder if these birds spend the night in one of the nearby forts (Grange, Rowner or even
Brockhurst?).
17 Jan 02 - Charles Cuthbert was at Alresford Pond late this afternoon and found 56
Egrets in the night roost. Other birds spending the night there were 200 Pied Wagtail ...
16 Feb 02 - The IBM building in the centre of Basingstoke acts as base for both a
Peregrine and a large night roost of Pied Wagtails, and the latter were counted by Robert
Watson this evening as exceeding 445 birds. It seems that at one point they all took flight,
giving Robert a very impressive sight, but I don't think that was anything to do with the
Peregrine.
5 Mar 02 - Robert Watson in Basingstoke saw at least 535 Pied Wagtail around the town
centre roost on Sunday 3 March
16 Mar 02 - In Petersfield towards dusk Martin Hampton watched at least 120 Pied
Wagtail coming to roost on the roof of Waitrose store, alongside which flows a canalised
stream (a combination of water and warmth in the shelter of buildings seem to be essential
ingredients of a Wagtail roost)
21 Mar 02 - Richard Watson was quite surprised to find some 494 Pied Wagtail still using
their communal roost in the centre of Basingstoke
23 Mar 02 - Robert Watson in Basingstoke found at least 418 Pied Wagtail coming to roost
again in shrubs on and around the IBM building in the centre of the town - despite an
unsuccessful but frightening raid by a Sparrowhawk as the Wagtails were settling down
18 Oct 02 - From Basingstoke Robert Watson tells us that at least 263 Pied Wagtail came
to roost in the town centre this evening - most of them headed for the IBM building (their
traditional winter night roost here) but this evening Robert noticed other birds
apparently settling down near the railway station. Another major Wagtail roost has
traditionally been at the Ford factory in Wide Lane at Eastleigh, but for no apparent
reason the birds all left abruptly on the same night last autumn. It seems that they moved
to the nearby Southampton airport and Dave Unsworth confirms that there were a lot of
Wagtails there on the evening of Oct 6 this year.
30 Oct 02 - Russell Wynn's observations of passage over the Lymington marshes
during October included a county record count of 315 Pied Wagtails moving east on
Oct 3
4 Nov 02 - In Basingstoke Robert Watson found 634 Pied Wagtails at their favourite night
roost on the IBM building (not at the railway station this time)
19 Nov 02 - To the east of Thorney Island Tony Gutteridge found the Canada Goose flock
was still in the Nutbourne Marshes. He also found around 150 Pied Wagtail on the shore
there at dusk, presumably about to head for a local night roost (would that be at the
Thornham Lane sewage works? or in reeds on Thorney Island?)
23 Nov 02 - Up in the north west of Hampshire at Andover Tim Norriss watched 300
Chiswick Flyovers come to a night roost at a town centre building. Perhaps, like me, you

did not take in all the local bird names which have been mentioned in various contributions
to Hoslist recently, and are left wondering what a Chiswick Flyover may be but I'll put my
money on these being Pied Wagtails (and I find the name very appropriate to their calls
and habit of mass roosting in urban areas).
5 Dec 02 - Robert Watson has given us regular counts of Pied Wagtails roosting in the
centre of Basingstoke over at least a couple of winters, but so far he has only watched
them around the IBM office building - some of his counts this year have been ... Feb - 445,
Mar -535, Apr - 90, Sep - 218, Oct 263, and Nov - 634. That sounds enough to be getting
on with but today Mike Wall tells us that a friend has just recorded a count of 440 roosting
in the shelter of the North Hampshire Hospital, also in Basingstoke, to which Robert
has replied that he will extend his investigations to see if these are birds that have moved
from the IBM building area or are a second parallel roost in addition to the town centre
birds.
7 Dec 02 - Robert Watson has now had a chance to confirm that the Pied Wagtails are still
using the night roost at the IBM building in the centre of Basingstoke, making it very likely
that the roost at the North Hampshire Hospital, also in Basingstoke, is in addition to the
IBM roost and giving a total of over 1000 Pied Wagtails sleeping in the town (440 at the
hospital this week and around 650 at the IBM building)
Wildlife diary and news for Jan 31 - Feb 6 (Week 5)
Sun 06 Feb

H. Frogspawn in Havant
I had to spend this morning in Romsey Abbey hearing my daughter take her last service
there before moving to a new parish in Richmond (London) but while walking the dog
around the block before leaving I saw one clump of Frogspawn in a tiny puddle of water
beside the old Hayling Billy line just north of the East Street bridge - if anyone wants to
collect it for their pond they will be saving it from certain death as the water dries out.

I. (Sun 0602) Latest News and Reports
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Thu0302
BIRDS
513.
White-front Goose: The three Thorney Island birds were still near the Little
Deeps/Main Road on Feb 4
514.
Whooper Swan: The two birds of dubious origin were at Ivy Lake, Chichester,
on Feb 3
515.
Fudge Duck: Back on Budds Farm pools on Feb 5. Controversy continues to
rage about its purity and John Eyre has raised a couple of points - first that it may be an
Nth generation hybrid (not pure 'Half-man Half-biscuit' but perhaps 5% Pochard, 80%
Ferruginous, and smaller percentages of other species which have interbred with the
pure line), and secondly why are people so huffy and dismissive of this hybrid when the
same people are desperate to tick the dubious Gosport Gull which is probably the
result of cross-breeding between Iceland and Thayer's?
516.

Chiloe Wigeon: Seen again at Baffins Pond on Feb 5

517.
Sparrowhawk: A male was seen on Feb 4 eating the remains of a Pheasant
carcase abandoned by a Fox two days before, confirming that they will eat carrion.
Maybe the bird was in need of any food it could get as the breeding season starts, or
maybe rotten meat has vitamins needed for the same reason?
518.
Osprey: Two reported flying south over Chichester Harbour on Feb 2 (Treat
this as dubious - maybe high Buzzards - but certainly not impossible)

519.
White gull off Hill Head: Bob Marchant was at Titchfield Haven on Feb 3 when
there was a shout that an Iceland Gull was coming in off the sea, but Bob says .. 'on
giving the bird a close examination it became apparent that the bird we were looking at
was a leucistic form of probably a Common (but possibly a Black-headed) Gull.
Distantly it appeared to be a second winter "white-winged gull" but at closer range the
features showed bare parts as being a washed out yellow - both bill and legs - the bill
slightly brighter and definitely not two-toned as in the Gosport bird. The bill was finer
than Iceland, I could be persuaded either way between Common & BH. The overall
size and jizz, and dark eye and facial expression to me favoured Common Gull.
Plumage was pale - head and underparts white, wings were a pale milky coffee colour
with slightly darker milky coffee outer primaries.' To add to Bob's info I see that what
was reported as a leucistic Black-headed Gull was off the north east coast of the IoW
on Dec 28 and what was probably the same bird has been seen three times this winter
at the Lynbottom rubbish tip just east of Newport, most recently on Jan 29.
520.

Collared Dove: Pair collecting nest material in southwest Hampshire on Feb 4

521.
Turtle Dove: One has been in the Townhill Park area (north east fringe of
Southampton) since before Christmas and its identity was confirmed by Simon Ingram
on Feb 3. There are five previous winter records of single Turtle Doves in Hampshire,
the latest being in Denmead on 21 Feb 2001 but that was the first since 1975, and the
2001 record was based on a single sighting by someone John Clark described as
being an 'armchair birder'. The observer was adamant that the bird was not a Collared
Dove but he might not have recognised the subtle differences between Turtle and
Rufous (aka Eastern or Oriental) Turtle Dove. In recent years there has been a
string of late autumn and winter records of Rufous Turtle Dove in Britain (including two
currently present this winter) but it has never so far been recorded in Hamphire so any
winter Turtle Dove needs close attention!
522.
Kingfisher: Someone living in Hythe (across the water from Southampton)
has observed that a Kingfisher follows dabbling Mallard and often dives into water they
have disturbed. This produced a great story from the Mediterranean: - holiday maker
swimming in sea spots a Kingfisher on a log at the water's edge - he swims close to the
log - kingfisher not worried and twice dives into the water within inches of swimmer's
body. The swimmer now writes 'getting a fish's eye view of a hunting Kingfisher is a
birding memory that I will always treasure'.
523.
Swallow: Daily Express on Feb 2 reports one in Norfolk recently and one at
Gosport on Dec 6 (I have three other reports between Dec 1 and 7, one from Selsey
Bill and two from Portland Bill)
524.
Pied Wagtail: At dusk on Feb 4 a flock of maybe 200 Pied Wagtails were
disturbed from the roof of Havant Tesco store (very likely they have been roosting
there all winter)
525.
Waxwing: Just as a change from the latest reports of them in Hampshire there
is news from across the Atlantic saying .. 'The number of Bohemian Waxwing in
Colorado this year is incredible'. (That's the same species we have here - Bohemian =
Gypsy or Wanderer).
526.
Blackbird: Newly fledged bird seen out of the nest in the carpark of
Southampton offices on Feb 3. Adult Blackbirds have now started more or less regular
song - Brian Fellows at Emsworth heard one in Brook Meadow on Jan 31, then on Feb
1 he enyoyed 'wonderfully rich and full Blackbird song in West Street, Emsworth, at
dusk'. Here in Havant I heard one from my garden at dusk on Feb 4, then on Feb 5
heard at least three in the Wade Court area, also at dusk.

527.
Black Redstart: The Eastoke promenade bird on Hayling was singing from a
roof near Sandy Point on Feb 3 and was also seen that day on the roof of the Bosmere
Road toilets (just across Southwood Road from its supposed winter base)
528.
House Sparrow: Seen on Feb 4 taking nest material into a South Hayling roof
where they nested last year.
529.

Hawfinch: At least one still seen near Staple Ash Farm at Chilgrove on Feb 5

530.
Reed Bunting: On Feb 4 Richard Carpenter heard the first song of the year
from one at Titchfield Haven (where up to 20 are still visiting the bird feeders)
PLANTS
70. English Elm: On the evening of Feb 5 the first flowers were open on the survivng
trees lining the Lymbourne stream just north of the Langstone Mill (seen on your right
as you come through the kissing gate into the meadow north of the Royal Oak).
71. Common Vetch: flowering on Portsdown on Feb 2. First of year though I did see fresh
flowers at Warblington on Dec 3
72. Butterbur: First plants just pushing up at Brook Meadow, Emsworth, on Feb 4
INSECTS
62. Pale Brindled Beauty: Richard Carpenter found one in his moth trap on the night of
Feb 1 but there have already been five reports of this species for the year, though the
first was only on the night of Jan 27 (in Basingstoke)
OTHER
38. Frogs: A pair of Frogs 'in amplexus' returned to a garden pond at Four Marks (nr
Alton) on Feb 1 but no spawn had been seen up to Feb 4. On Feb 6 I found just one
clump of spawn in the ditch beside the Hayling Billy trail just north of East Street bridge
in Havant (first I have heard of).
39. Grey Seal: These are much less common in our area than Common Seals but they do
occur and we have photographic proof from Russell Wynn (of the Southampton
Oceanography Centre) that one was eating a flounder in the Solent (Lymington
marshes) on Jan 29
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Thu0302
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G. Havant and Langstone
Taking the dog around the Hayling Billy trail behind my house in the morning I saw the
regular Sparrowhawk patrolling its territory in a high ‘flap and glide’ flight. I also went past
the wonderful show of Whitlowgrass in Waterloo Road before finding another cluster of
these plants in Prince George Street.
A dusk walk to Langstone Mill gave me the first flowers open in the English Elms which
have survived among the trees lining the Lymbourne Stream, and song from three
different Blackbirds.
Fri 04 Feb

G. Local sightings in Havant
An ugly noise from the sky made me look up as I was putting out bird food before breakfast
- overhead was flying a Heron to add a ‘garden list’ tick for the year. At dusk I was also in
the garden and heard Blackbird song.
A brief dog walk around Havant found Common Storksbill in flower in the otherwise
un-exciting flower beds outside Havant railway station, and I also found more fresh Hedge

Mustard flowers as well as the single Ox-eye Daisy flower in prime conditon by the Billy
Trail ornamental ‘level crossing’ gates
Thu 03 Feb

J. Waxwings in Denvilles
As I was entering my front door after returning from the trip to Hayling described below the
phone was ringing and I picked it up to hear news from Alistair Martin of Waxwings back
in Denvilles. Alistair had received this news from Tim Lawman who was, I think, still
watching them. They were in the same place where I had failed to see them a few days
before - in Rowan Road not more than 150 yards from its junction with Southleigh Road,
on the south side of Rowan Road at SU 731073.
As soon as I had eaten my lunch I cycled round to Denvilles and luckily the birds were
still there, eight of them visible from a distance perched above rooftop height in the
tips of the bare branches of what I think was a Poplar tree growing within a few
yards of the Rowan tree whose berries had brought the birds here. As I watched one
of the birds flew down and ate a few berries, then returned to the safety of the tree tops,
and every few minutes one or more of the birds would come down to feed while the
majority remained in the tree top, occasionally preening and giving any watcher excellent
unobstructed views. Cars passing noisily below the tree did not disturb them, nor did
people such as myself on the pavement below the trees (I was on the other side of the
road merely to get a better view).
At one point several of the birds flew fifty yards or so along the road to another Rowan but a
noisy Mistle Thrush immediately objected and they came back. At another point, when
three Waxwings were feeding on the Rowan, a Blackbird flew out noisily from between
the nearby houses and drove the Waxwings back to the Poplar but I think the
Blackbird’s noise was caused by it being disturbed and fleeing from something hidden
behind the houses rather than an attempt to drive the Waxwings from the berries.
I had not done my homework in respect of the plumage differences between the sexes
and adults/juveniles before seeing the birds but I noticed that at least two of the eight had
broader, brighter yellow tips to their tails than did the others and in only one bird did I spot
the bright red spot formed by the ‘drops of sealing wax’ on the tips of the secondary
feathers so I think the majority of this party were young birds. I also noticed something not
shown in the illustrations in my bird books and that was a marked difference between the
feathers on the breast and upper back (the mantle) and the rest of the plumage - these
upper feathers were fluffed out and downy looking in strong contrast to the feathers on e.g.
the lower back/rump which were pressed against the body to give a smooth, hard looking
surface. This look applied to all the birds and may just have been the result of the
preening they were all indulging in. One feature that I failed to notice was the voice they were all totally silent while I was watching them.
As I rode off to return home I had only gone 100 yards along Rowan Road when I came to
another tall bare branched tree and as I noticed it a flock of twenty Linnets flew in and
perched, giving me good views of the pink now coming into the breasts of some of the
birds.

K. Havant to Sinah Common on Hayling
After several days of outings limited to dog walking around Havant I set out this morning
on my bike to visit west Hayling.
Nothing very special in the way of birds but I enjoyed song from at least 12 species
including Goldfinch, and heard several Chaffinch giving complete versions of their song
and watched my first Greenfinch song flight (later, while watching the Waxwings, I saw
another singing while making this butterfly like flight). One Stonechat was perched on the
fence of the Sinah Golf course, and there were at least a dozen each of Pochard and
Tufted Duck on the gravel pit lake there. Crossing Langstone Bridge on both outward

and return journeys the large flock (1500 +) of Golden Plover were quietly resting on the
mud just east of the Wadeway and just south of the New Cut channel. From the mouth of
the Kench I could see some 50 Shelduck on the mud north of the Sinah Warren holiday
camp but the very low tide througout the trip meant there were no concentrations of
waders.
I did better with plants with the best find being of a single large plant of Round-leaved
Cranesbill in full flower on the roadside of Park Road in the grass verge which now has
a stunning display of Sweet Violets. Of interest, but not so spectacular to see, were a
few flowers on one plant of Sea Radish near the Kench, and before that I had found
Eastern Rocket in flower by the ‘Ice Cream Kiosk’ at the northern end of the public
carpark along the Langstone Harbour entrance (with the White Melilot still flowering
there). South of the Golf Course the first leaves of Green Winged Orchids were well
grown (some up to 10cm long) and on that grassland south of the Golf Course I came on a
substantial clump of Polypody Fern which I had forgotten grew there (though I have
seen it in past years). Another colourful sight on Sinah Common were flowers on
Common Storksbill.
Alongside the Coastal Path the Primroses were flowering in the tiny copse across the old
rail track at the north end of the big open west Hayling fields, and in those fields there is a
massive show of yellow from left over Rape and from Charlock. Down at West Town
Station one of the planted Grey Alders (with large old cones held upright) was opening its
long catkins. Also seen by the old rail line, but in Havant, were the first expanded leaves
on Hawthorn.

L. (Thu0302) Latest News and Reports
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BIRDS
82. Little Grebe: These are regularly seen on the lagoon at the Hayling Oysterbeds
outside the breeding season but a count of five there, seen by myself on Feb 2, caused
me to check my database in which I found that five was the highest number I know of
being seen there last year (5 on Jan 18) but this year I see that George Spraggs saw 6
there on Jan 1 - I suppose this (and the regular presence of Mergansers on the water)
shows there is food for them in the lagoon (probably brought in on the rising tide then
trapped there when the tide falls).
83. Red-necked Grebe: A single bird was seen in Chchester Harbour (from Black Point)
on Jan 14, 16 and 21 and now Andy Johnson has seen one on Jan 31 in Hayling Bay
off Eastoke Corner - maybe the same bird now on the move and possibly about to
enter Langstone Harbour??
84. Slavonian Grebe: The sea just off Church Norton has in the past been a hotspot for
seeing these birds in good numbers, and I see that as recently as the early months of
2004 there were nine reports of counts of more than 10 birds there (with a peak of 35
birds on Feb 12). The autumn of 2004 started in the same vein with 28 there on Nov 24
and 12 on Nov 27 but since then there has been no count greater than 9 until Jan 30
when Mike Prince saw a total of 20 there
85. Cormorant: I had thought that the Cormorants which roost at night in Titchfield Haven
would be elsewhere by day but when Cliff Oakley took his Petersfield Wildlife Group
there around midday on Jan 29 they saw as many as 14 there (I have seen no roost
counts for January but there were 21 using the roost in Dec 31, and 30 on Dec 10)
86. Shag: A count of five seen at Splash Point at Seaford (just west of Beachy Head) on
Jan 31 caught my eye as these birds do not feature often in the Sussex News but a
check of the Sussex Bird Reports seems to show that large numbers of Shag are
occasionally seen passing along the Sussex coast in winter at irregular intervals (e.g.

while the biggest monthly total for Sussex was only 23 in 2003 there were totals of 74
in Jan 2002 and 71 in Dec 2001). Perhaps of more interest than the total numbers was
the fact that four of the five birds seen on Jan 31 were perched on a breakwater at
Seaford and the fifth was on the sea there, not just flying by.
87. Bittern: Of interest in Hampshire I see that a single Bittern was seen at Alresford Pond
(near the source of the R Itchen) on Jan 29, the date closely matching that of the only
Bittern reported from there on 30 Jan 2004. From Sussex Barry Yates' monthly report
for January at Rye Harbour gives a peak count of six there during the month, and
probably in addition to those at Rye there were two at the Pett Level Pools (on the west
shore of Rye Bay) and one at Filsham reedbed (mouth of the Cuckmere River west of
Beachy Head) - both these seen on Jan 31 and probably indicating a small recent
influx of which the Alresford bird could be part.
88. Little Egret: These are a regular sight in many local fields (especially where cattle or
horses are present) at this time of year and while we can watch them striding around
the fields and making an occasional stab at something in the grass or mud it is not easy
to see what food items they are taking. During the past few days I was talking to
someone about the demise of Frogs and Newts in garden ponds and the question was
raised of whether the recent advent of the Egrets has made a significant impact on the
numbers of these amphibians (and also maybe on eels crossing fields on their
migratory journeys). If anyone has any information on this I would much like to know!
Also of interest, in view of the impending report on last year's Egret Roost Counts, was
the statement from James Andrews (seen on HOSLIST) that '23 Little Egrets came in
to roost at Bartons' Mill, Old Basing in the late afternoon'. In Jan and Feb 2004 there
were several reports of Egrets roosting at this site with counts of at least 9 birds there,
and it would seem that this roost has grown in importance this winter but (as far as I
know) it - and probably more than one other roost - was never included in the county
survey
89. Mute Swan: Now feeling the call of spring? Two were back on territory at the IBM
Lake for the first time since they deserted their nest (for reasons unknown) in June last
year. Last year they returned there on Feb 12, this year it was Jan 31. In Emsworth
also there was a sudden increase in Swan numbers with the arrival of 52 off Nore Barn
at the west end of the Emsworth seafront where none had been seen previously this
year - perhaps a dozen of these had come from those already present on the
Emsworth Town Millpond but the net result was that the peak count for the Emsworth
area as a whole went up from a high of 56 on Jan 3 to 97 on Jan 28. Where these had
come from is anyone's guess but I would point out that Mute Swans are partially
migrant (and as recently as Jan 22 I reported one seen to fly south straight out to sea
over Portland Bill).
90. Bewick's Swan: The number in the Ibsley area of the R Avon increased to 10 on Jan
29 and then to 12 on Jan 30 with 12 still there on Feb 1 (only two cyngets among
them). There may also have been a slight influx of these birds on the R Arun in Sussex
- on Jan 28 a total of 27 birds roosted at the Pulborough RSPB reserve and 43 were
seen together south of the Downs on 'Offham Island' (a large area of land surrounded
by two branches of the river just upstream from the WWT Reserve at Arundel). As the
birds in this river valley are very mobile it is not safe to assume that these counts
represented separate flocks.
91. Bean Goose: In addition to the newly arrived Bewick's Swans at Ibsley a flock of 9
Tundra Bean Geese turned up there on Jan 29.
92. Greylag Goose: Back on Jan 16 Robert Watson saw a large flock of geese by the
Test at Hurstbourne Priors near Andover but was unable to identify them at the time.
On Jan 29 he was back in that area and found 92 Greylags and 1 White-front which
seem to have avoided detection previously this winter. The White-front is probably

different from the one currently at Tundry Pond near Fleet - that bird associates with
Canadas. What is possibly another gaggle of wild geese that has escaped detection
this winter may be in the Beaulieu Road/Shatterford area of the eastern New Forest all we know is that when Nick Haigh was in that area at dusk on Jan 30 he could hear
geese calling. Perhaps they fly in at night to graze in the New Forest bogs?
93. Canada Goose: The WeBS count at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31 found 325 Canadas
there but when Cliff Oakley's party from Petersfield were there on Jan 29 they could
only see 45.
94. Black Brant: These remain on offer at West Wittering (seen Jan 29), at Gosport
(seen on the playing fields on Jan 29 and Feb 2, and on the Portsmouth Harbour shore
at Hardway on Jan 29), and in the Bembridge area of the IoW (seen Jan 29 and 31)
95. Egyptian Goose: In response to an enquiry as to whether the bird often seen at
Titchfield Haven was thought to be from the feral population which breeds in southern
England, or a recent escape from a wildfowl collection (and thus close ringed). the
questioner was referred to pictures of the Titchfield bird which I have not seen but I get
the impression that the Titchfield bird is decidedly dodgy and should not be ticked by
any self respecting birder....
96. Shelduck: On Feb 1 I counted 91 on the mud from Langstone village east to Conigar
Point - the best count I have recorded in that area for some years. I also found 47 on
the mud of south east Langstone Harbour (north of the Sinah Warren holidya camp) on
Feb 3. Interesting news from Kevin Stouse at the IBM Lake in Portsmouth was that he
had, on Jan 31, seen a pair of Shelduck on the grass around the IBM Lake. In past
years I have occasionally seen a pair on the site in spring time as if thinking of nesting
there but nothing has come of it in the past, However Kevin points out that the site is
now over-run with rabbits and there could well be a few unused burrows on the
market....
97. Pintail: Nutbourne Bay in Chichester Harbour has in the past been a good place to
see Pintail but this winter I have only heard of two sightings there, both in November (1
on Nov 1 and 30 on Nov 19), so it was good to hear from Heather Mills that when the
Havant Wildlife Group went there on Jan 29 they found 'many' present. Nearer home
on Jan 30 Brian Fellows found around 30 on the Western Parade shore of Emsworth
98. Pochard: The Petersfield Wildlife Group found 92 Pochard at Titchfield Haven on Jan
29, marginally beating the previous highest counts there for both last year and this year
so far but when I took a brief look at the Sinah Gravel Pit lake on Hayling on Feb 3 I
could only see a dozen birds there. Checking back to 1983 (the year in which I started
working at the IBM Portsmouth site) I see that the February count of Pochard there
was 134 with another 156 on the Sinah Gravel Pit in January (Titchfield Haven had 82
in that January). As recently as 1991 the February count on Sinah Gravel Pit was 220
Pochard - those were the days!
99. Ferruginous Duck: The bird which was reported on the Sinah Gravel Pit on Jan 1
was seen there again by Andy Johnson on Jan 31. As a bird which looks like a
Ferruginous Duck has been returning to the Langstone Harbour area each winter since
it was first found as a first winter bird in the autumn of 1999 it has been assumed by
some that this bird at Sinah is the same individual that has been at Farlington Marshes
and the the Budds Farm Pools in previous years (including last autumn when it was on
Budd Farm pools from Oct 4 to 29 but on Oct 30 it changed the habits of its lifetime and
appeared on Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on Oct 30, then vanished from the scene until
the report of it being on Sinah Lake on Jan 1). When it was in the Budds Farm area it
was assumed to be the same individual which had been seen to show some evidence
(as a juvenile) of not being pure bred and for this reason everyone accepted that it was
the 'Dodgy Fudge Duck' despite increasing difficulty as the years passed in seeing
anything wrong with its looks. Turning up in a new site this year gave new observers a

chance to look at it afresh and they too have thought it to be pure bred. Jason Crook
has not so far seen the Sinah bird but he has defended his opinion that the
Farlington/Budds bird is a hybrid by reference to comments made by his brother Nigel
(who works as a professional bird tour guide in the USA) back in the first winter that the
bird was seen at Farlington, and for those who are interested I have re-printed those
comments in a separate section below these 'recent reports'.
100.
Velvet Scoter: A party of 15 were seen off the fields west of Selsey Bill on Dec
5 and there have been a couple of sightings of one or two birds there in January. Now,
on Jan 29, there is another sighting in the same place of 14 birds - could it be that 14 or
15 Velvet Scoter have been lurking there unseen since the beginning of December?
On Jan 30 there was another sighting at the same place but this time of just 3 birds.
101.
Red-breasted Merganser: There are plenty of these about all along the coast
but a count of more than 120 on a calm sea off Worthing on Jan 30 was unusual.
102.
Kestrel: On Feb 1 I heard loud calls from an unseen Kestrel above the trees
overshadowing Pook Lane at Warblington and a few moments later I found the corpse
of a freshly dead Wood Mouse on the ground in Pook Lane. Maybe just co-incidence
but I like to think that the mouse had been a 'love token' offered by the male Kestrel
which nests nearby but rejected by the female. (This pair may well have eggs in their
nest by now as they were seen mating on a telegraph pole not far from Pook Lane back
on Dec 12!)
103.
Avocet: The Havant Wildlife Group were lucky enough to see 15 Avocet in
Nutbourne Bay (Chichester Harbour) on Jan 29. This site attracted up to 22 last
November and there could be an even higher count there as the majority of the birds
wintering further west along the south coast head back for their breeding territories
(though I think most of them fly back over the sea out of sight of observers on land).
104.
Golden Plover: On Feb 2 I watched an estimated 2000 of these birds flying
like a whirling sandstorm over the Langstone Wadeway close to the Hayling shore at
Northney and a similar number were there the following day (though I only estimated
1500 with the birds static on the ground. Back on Jan 3 Trevor Carpenter had reported
a flock of 1600 here but all these local counts seem puny in comparison to flocks of
4200 Golden Plover and 6700 Lapwing seen together at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Jan
26 (by Jan 29 the Lapwing flock there had increased to 7340 birds).
105.
Knot: Andy Johnson saw a flock of 800 Knot at Black Point (Hayling Island) on
Jan 8, and I now see that a flock of 600 was in Pagham Harbour on Jan 30 and another
flock of 800 was in the Kench (also on south Hayling) on Jan 31. All three counts were
greatly in excess of the normal numbers reported from Hamsphire and West Sussex
this winter so presumably there are very large roaming bands of these birds which do
not have a fixed abode in winter but travel around making short stays at widely different
places (and presumably the same holds true for the Golden Plover).
106.
Little Stint: A count of 8 at Snow Hill marsh (West Wittering) on Jan 30 was
the highest there so far this winter and exceed the peak of 5 there in the winter of 2003
but in 2002 there were up to 15 present in January.
107.
Ruff: A count of 13 seen north of Greatham Bridge and south of Pulborough
Brooks on Jan 29 was impressive but failed to beat two counts of 15 recorded from
Amberley Wild Brooks on Jan 13 and 17
108.
Jack Snipe: Richard Carpenter tells me that Richard Levett (of the Titchfield
Haven HCC staff) found 5 Jack Snipe in the Hook area near Warsash on Jan 21.
109.
Black-tailed Godwit: When the fields at the north end of Titchfield Haven
flooded in mid January 2004 they immediately attracted more than 300 Black-tailed
Godwits and there were still 240 there on Mar 21, while in the first two months of 2003

we were hearing of huge counts in the Avon valley (2000+ on Jan 12, 2750+ on Feb 2,
3000+ on Feb 8 and 2000+ on Feb 11). So far this year the highest count reported from
Titchfield Haven has been 150 on Jan 23 (and just 110 at Farlington Marshes on Jan
16) and the only count reported from anywhere in Hampshire in excess of 150 has
been 550 on the Bedenham/Frater MoD grassland on the north west shore of
Portsmouth Harbour. Where, I wonder, are the other 2500 needed to get back to the
3000+ in the Avon valley in early Feb of 2003?
110.
Bar-tailed Godwit: On Jan 31 Andy Johnson counted 300 in the high tide
roost at The Kench on Hayling Island and among them was one of the four
Langstone/Chichester Harbour birds that have been in full summer plumage this
winter. I too have noticed more Bar-tails around this week with an estimated 500 on
the (low) tide line off Pook Lane at Warblington on Feb 2.
111.
Whimbrel: The Pagham Harbour wintering bird was still to be seen off Church
Norton on Jan 30
112.
Spotted Redshank: The count of these on the Normandy Marshes went up to
9 on Jan 28 and was 7 or 8 on other days of the preceding week,
113.
Green Sandpiper: There are still few around this winter but Mark Rolfe was
pleased when on Jan 30 he put one up from a new site on his patch (at Newlands Farm
in the open plain between Fareham and Stubbington).
114.
Turnstone: People continue to report large numbers all along the coast but
the item which caught my eye was a note a small flock on the shore at Sandwich Bay in
Kent which were devouring the corpse of a dead Puffin.
115.
Black-headed Gull: The Havant Wildlife Group found more than one with a
full 'black head' during their visit to Nutbourne Bay in Chichester Harbour on Jan 29.
David Holland also noticed two in their summer plumage on Southampton Common
that same day but, just to show that they like to be different on the Isle of Wight, a
leucistic bird put in its third appearance for this winter at the Lynbottom rubbish tip (just
west of Carisbrooke by the old rail line to Yarmouth)
116.

Ring-billed Gull: Still at the Gosport Cockle Pond on Jan 29

117.
Yellow-legged Gull: Simon Ingram was very pleased to get a new tick for his
Eastleigh Lakeside site when an adult flew over, going north, on Jan 26.
118.
Glaucous Gull: One is said to have been roosting at Cuckmere Haven (just
west of Beachy Head) from Jan 26 to Feb 1 (at least)
119.
Sandwich Tern: Andy Johnson had all four locally wintering birds at Black
Point (mouth of Chicheste Harbour) on Jan 31
120.
Razorbill: Andy also had four Razorbills at Black Point on Jan 31 but on Feb 1
George Spraggs notched the count there up to five
121.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: This is the time of year when these elusive
birds are most easily found - Paul James came on three different birds when walking
around the Burton Mill Pond area (south of Petworth) on Feb 1. Of the three one was
seen, one was calling and one drumming.
122.
Woodlark: While in the Burton Mill Pond area on Feb 1 Paul James also heard
Woodlark song near Chingford Pond.
123.
Skylark: Several people have now remarked on hearing their first full Skylark
song but so far no one has mentioned Meadow Pipit ...
124.
Waxwing: The Hampshire record flock size now seems to be greater than 184
but all I know is that someone who does not reveal his real name but uses the email
pseudonym of Connaught Road (which is in Fleet) put the following message on

HOSLIST on Jan 30. Under the heading of Waxwings in Northeast Hants he wrote:"184+ Fleet, first thing this morning at the junction of Albert Street & Upper Street but
beginning to disperse by 09.00 and none at 10.30. 180+ Hawley, in oaks behind Fox
Inn on Chapel Lane at 10.00, some feeding on rowans beside the road there. Roughly
SU855578. Presumably including birds seen recently in West Heath Rd, over Fernhill
School, and at Sainsbury's in Camberley." This gives me the impression that there
were at least 360 birds in the Fleet/Farnborough area on Jan 30 but we still have a
way to go before we beat the count of 1300 seen in the Forres area of Scotland on Oct
31 (reported in the latest British Wildlife mag). On Jan 29 more than 150 were
reported from the Alton town area (where Richard Ford personally saw 133 and
believes there 19 more there that he missed). Hardly in the same league (but very
satisfying for me!) was a group of 8 found by Tim Lawman in Havant (Rowan Road
in Denvilles close to the Christchurch medical centre) on Feb 3 and which I saw later
and have described in my trip report for today.
125.
Black Redstart: George Spraggs had another sighting of the bird based in
gardens facing the Eastoke promenade just west of the Sandy Point nature reserve on
Feb 1
126.
Fieldfare: A few have at last turned up in the Farm Lane orchards at
Nutbourne on the north shore of Chichester Harbour where they were seen by the
Havant Wildlife Group on Jan 29. Other reports also indicate no big flocks currently
present.
127.
Redwing: If there are few Fieldfare at present there was one flock of more
than 200 Redwing at the Testwood Lakes near Southampton on Jan 30 (only some 10
Fieldfare were there)
128.
Mistle Thrush: Plenty of song in the Havant area this week. On Jan 31 I could
hear three different birds from my garden.
129.
PALLAS'S WARBLER: On Feb 1 Russell Wynn tells us that a Pallas's
Warbler was recently seen (well enough for the observer to make drawings of its
significant features) in a private garden in the Lymington area. Sounds as if there was
no doubt about the authenticity of the record which is only the fourth time one has ever
been recorded in Hampshire and the first record for a winter month.
130.
Chiffchaff: There seem to be fewer than usual in the Havant area this winter (I
have only seen one since Jan 1) so it is good to hear that the Havant Wildlife Group
found 2 in the Nutbourne area (east of Emsworth) on Jan 29. Since the changes to the
Budds Farm sewage works these birds seem to have totally deserted that site where
we sometimes had up to 20 wintering. After writing the previous sentence the next
record to come to my attention is a report from the IoW of 20 at Brading Sewage Works
- we can only hope no money can be found to improve that!
131.
Raven: Yet another sighting in mid Hampshire - on Jan 29 one was seen over
hills east of Winchester
132.
Corvids: A report of 150 Rooks on the Warblington Farm fields greatly
surprised me as the local Rook population in the Havant area has virtually disappeared
over recent years (15 Rooks would nowadays be a good count for the Warblington
Farm fields in my experience). On the other hand there has for many years been a
large flock of Crows which alternate between the farm fields and the foreshore
especially at this time of year but my highest personal count was of 80 birds on Apr 11
in 2003 (Last year I noted 70 on Feb 1 and 50 on Oct 3). The CBC records show that
Rook nests on the farm peaked at 22 in 1987 but had dropped to just 2 in 2003 and
none in 2004. When Tony Gutteridge started the CBC in 1977 he found just 4 Crow
territories and that had risen to 13 in 2002 (with 10 in 2004) but those numbers exclude
the large numbers of non territorial Crows which feed on the shore here (as at a good

many other places around the coast). I cannot comment on the flock of 150 birds
which I did not see other than to say that it was an exceptional number - possibly
including an influx of Rooks from the Northney rookery just across the water.
133.
Starling: Another big number in the current news is of 10,000 Starlings
roosting in reed around Alresford Pond at the head of the River Itchen on Jan 29
134.
Chaffinch: I have previously reported that I first heard Chaffinch song on Jan
27 but I have since heard from Richard Carpenter that he heard one singing in the
Titchfield Haven area on Jan 22, and from Brian Fellows who heard his first at Bosham
on Jan 30
135.
Brambling: On Feb 1 a flock of around 50 were in the lane leading to Lodge
Hill Farm which is south of the Westdean Woods (about halfway from West Dean to
Chilgrove)
136.
Greenfinch: These have been practising their song for some time but I saw
my first proper 'song flight' from two different birds in the Havant area on Feb 3. After a
shortage of them during the winter there are now plenty to be seen and heard locally
here in south east Hampshire but nothing like those reported from further north - in mid
Hampshire more than 200 were seen in the Cheesefoot Head area on Jan 29 and at
Overton (source of River Test) 130 were in a pre-roost flock on that day.
137.
Siskin: Still very scarce but it was encouraging to see that on Jan 30 Martin
Pitt had found 'many small flocks around the Blackwater Arboretum in the New Forest
but none elsewhere'.
138.
Linnet: A flock of more than 700 was seen in the Cheesefoot Head area east
of Winchester on Jan 29. A much smaller flock of just 20 which landed in a tree top
close to the Havant area Rowan Road Waxwings on Feb 3 were showing some nice
pink flushed breasts.
139.
Crossbill: These are notoriously early nesters but Glyn Horacek-Davis was
nevertheless surprised to see an adult male feeding a streaky juvenile already out of
the nest on Jan 29 'somewhere in the New Forest'.
140.
Hawfinch: A group of up to six have been seen in Hawthorn trees east of
Staple Ash Farm near Chilgrove (north of Chichester) recently and others have been
reported from the Eartham Woods on the road from Chichester to Petworth as well as
from the New Forest.
141.
Snow Bunting: Three were still to be seen at East Head (mouth of Chichester
Harbour) on Jan 29 and 31.
142.
Corn Bunting: Barry Yates' report for January at Rye Harbour gives a record
count of 240 there sometime in January (with some song heard during the month)
143.
Escapees: The Chiloe Wigeon which made a one day stand at Emsworth's
Peter Pond on Jan 19 may have flown east as one was found by Barry Collins on the
Fishbourne village duck pond near Chichester on Jan 25. On Jan 29 another was
seen on the River Itchen at Mansbridge (northern fringe of Southampton)
PLANTS
21. Polypody Fern: Maybe of interest to some on Feb 3 I stumbled on a small but healthy
colony of this fern in the unlikely habitat of the sandy grassland near Gunner Point
south of the Golf Course on Hayling Island. I had seen the ferns growing here in the
past but had forgotten their existence.
22. Hedge Mustard: Just starting to flower again here in Havant on plants that have
survived the winter.

23. Wild Radish: The first report of this in flower this year came from the Havant Wildlife
Group when they visited Nutbourne (east of Emsworth) on Jan 29. When on Hayling
on Feb 3 I also saw a few flowers on Sea Radish near the Kench.
24. Eastern Rocket: I found this in flower on Feb 3 close to the Ice Cream hut at the north
end of the carpark alongside the Langstone Harbour entrance,
25. Round-leaved Cranesbill: One substantial plant was covered with fresh flowers on
the roadside of Park Road in West Town, Hayling Island, on Feb 3. Anyone looking for
it (growing in bare ground at the foot of a street lamppost) will find it among a dramatic
display of Sweet Violets growing in grass along the north side of the road towards its
east end where it merges into Sinah Lane.
26. Common Storksbill: Another first flower for the year. I found it in two places on Sinah
Common (Hayling Island) on Feb 3 and then in the forecourt of Havant railway station.
27. White Melilot: Still flowering by the entrance to Langstone Harbour (close to the
Eastern Rocket)
28. Hawthorn: Leaves already showing on a couple of trees here in Havant.
29. Grey Alder: What I think is this species rather than Italian Alder was opening its
catkins at West Town station (south end of the Hayling Coastal Path on Feb 3.
30. English Elm: Flower buds breaking but no flowers yet (on Feb 2) on trees on your
right as you come through the kissing gate into the field north of the Royal Oak at
Langstone
31. Grey Poplar: The tall old tree in Wade Court Road here in Havant which had catkins
open on a single branch on Jan 20 had still not opened any more by Feb 1
32. Wood Spurge: Richard Carpenter found this in flower at the Upper Hamble Country
Park on Jan 22
33. Primrose: Almost a month after the first flowers were reported elsewhere the plants
in the tiny copse on the seaward side of the Hayling Coastal Path (across the track
from the north end of the big West Lane fields) were open on Feb 3.
34. Early Purple orchid: I hear that Andy Brook saw a good show of leaves at the
Hollybank Woods site north of Emsworth on Jan 31
35. Green Winged orchid: On Feb 3 the basal leaves of some plants on the Hayling
Sinah Common site were up to 10cm long on Feb 3
INSECTS
6. Moths: 13 moth species were recorded in the past week (plus one Red Admiral seen
in Essex).
7. Early Grey: Dave Wheatley recorded the first of this species for the year at his home
at Cowplain in the Waterlooville area on the night of Jan 29
8. Golden Twin-spot: Probably imported as a larva on plants one of these moths
appeared in a house in Berkshire on Jan 17
9. Hummingbird Hawkmoth: The first for the year was seen flying by day on Guernsey
in the Channel Islands on Jan 16
OTHER
6. Fallow Deer: A white coated buck was seen in the Holm Hill area of the New Forest on
Feb 1. Note that Holm Hill is in an area of open country west of Brockenhurst, not to be
confused with Holmhill Inclosure which is some four miles north of Holm Hill and west
of Lyndhurst.

7. Roe Deer: On Jan 28 Brian Fellows saw three in the open flat fields north of the A27
between Havant and Emsworth where I had been surprised to see a total of eleven (in
three groups separately disturbed by a dog walker) back on Dec 18. Both sightings
were of deer seen by day out in the open on fields growing cereals. On Jan 29 Dave
Pearson saw another bunch of four Roe by day in what I imagine was open country on
Bransbury Common near Andover, and on the same day Cliff Oakley saw one at
Titchfield Haven. Even more proof of how numerous Roe now are comes from Mark
Rolfe who, on Jan 30, saw eleven on the flat open fields between Fareham and
Stubbington. possibly near Newlands Farm (he does not say exactly where they were
not if they were in one 'herd' or several family groups).
8. Wood Mouse: On Feb 1 I found a freshly dead corpse of one on the ground in the
unmade part of Pook Lane at Warblington. Just before finding it I had heard strident
calls from an unseen Kestrel in the trees above the lane, and while I think it unlikely
that a Kestrel which had caught a mouse to eat would be so careless as to drop it, it is
possible that it had been caught by a male Kestrel as a 'love offering' to his mate and
that she had spurned it! (There is a Kestrel nest site close by).
9. Hare: Dave Pearson saw four Hares on Bransbury Common by the River Test near
Andover on Jan 29.
Use this link to go to previous News and Reports -> Sun3001

M. Nigel Crook’s comments on the Ferruginous Duck seen in 1999
The following is the reprint (as promised in the entry for Ferruginous Duck in the above
Latest Reports) of Nigel Crook’s comments, published on HOSLIST on 16 Feb 2000, on
the juvenile Ferruginous Duck seen at Farlington Marshes in the autumn of 1999.
“This is my first posting to a British chatline, and I hope I don't cause too much trouble with
what I'm about to type.
“I feel a few points need to be made about the Ferruginous Duck which Jason my brother
found at Farlington marshes on the 23rd Nov. 1999. On a visit to my old local patch on the
5th Feb. 2000 I and Donna my wife obtained good views of the duck in bright sunshine and
watched it for a prolonged period. I was struck by a couple of plumage details which I have
never before seen on this species. The feature which most concerned me was the sharp
demarcation between the rather dark breast and the much paler flanks. The breast was
about as dark as the back! At this point I should mention that having lived in S.E. Arizona
for a number of years, I don't often get to see Ferruginous Duck these days. Prior to the
90's during my birding years in this country I twitched a number of birds, and have also
seen them in Europe. My last experience with this species was in May of 98 in Spain. The
bird at Farlington looks somewhat different from any of the previous birds I have seen.
“I later reread my notes, checked in the books and talked to Jason about my concerns with
the bird. He told me that he too has had increasing doubts about the bird. We both went
back to Farlington the next day and watched it for a prolonged period in cloudy and rainy
conditions. I have since looked at the bird several times and now believe it to probably be
a Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid. Jason also shares my veiws. When Jason first
discovered the bird he aged it as a 1st winter male, still showing some juvenile plumage whitish eyes, belly showing little white, subdued chesnut tones, spikey tail feathers, etc...
He fully expected the bird to become more adult like as the winter progressed, but the
opposite has happened. Jason tells me the bird looks less like a genuine Ferruginous
Duck today than when it 1st turned up. He has noticed since Nov. there has been a
gradual increase in the contrast between the colour of the breast and that of the head and
flanks. The head has developed a more chesnut colour, which is what one would expect
for a bird aged as a 1st winter male in Nov. However, Jason also suspects the flanks have
become paler thus highlighting the contrast between the breast and flank colour. Since I
have only been watching the bird since 5th Feb. I cannot comment on the gradual change

in the birds plumage, but can comment on how it presently looks. The feature which
concerns me the most, and which originally rang warning bells in my head, is the dark
colour of the breast, and the sharp line of demarcation between it and the very noticeably
paler flanks. This line of demarcation is very definite, straight edged and a "no - nonsense"
type of line. The breast colour is almost as dark and a similar colour to that of the back.
This can easily be seen in both sunny and cloudy conditions, and whether the bird is
feeding or sleeping - which it does most of the day.
“Another feature of the bird which I consider to be abnormal for Ferruginous Duck involves
the colour of the belly. Instead of a nice clear white belly patch which a 1st winter male
should now be showing, its belly is only weakly mottled with dirty white. Through
observation Jason and myself have eliminated the possibility of the bird's white belly being
stained or obscured by dirt. Even the eye colour may be a little problematic. The left eye is
the expected whitish colour, but the right eye is more of a yellowish colour. At this point I
should mention that other features of the bird seem to be perfect for Ferruginous Duck pure white undertail coverts framed in blackish, pure white wing stripe, gleaming white
axillaries and underwing, black ring at base of neck, bill colour and pattern, head shape,
size and structure, etc...
“Jason regularly borrows the latest birding magazines from a friend and when he recently
borrowed the Jan. issue of British Birds it was a very pleasant surprise and coincidence to
read Keith Vinicombes Ferruginous Duck paper. I would strongly urge anyone who has
already seen, or who intends to look at the Farlington Ferruginous Duck to read Keith's
excellent paper. Read it before making up your mind on the identity of the Farlington bird.
I've talked to several birders about the duck and have been truly surprised to learn that no
one appears to have been questioning its identity.
“For me personally, the characters exhibited by the Farlington Ferruginous Duck are too
extreme to be accounted for by individual variation, and point more towards hybridity. I
know the hybrid factor has never been a popular subject where rare birds are involved,
but it does enter the picture at times, and should always be admitted to when it does occur.
I hope this posting will generate renewed interest in the bird and encourage birders to go
and take another look at it. Hopefully this will generate some useful and meaningful
discussion.”
Wed 02 Feb

N. Havant to Langstone Mill
This morning’s dog walk took us down to the Langstone Pond shore at low tide and gave me
a look at some 60 Shelduck, 300 Lapwing and an estimated 500 Bar-tailed Godwits.
After scanning these I noticed a flurry of activity over on the Northney Shore where the
old Wadeway mets the New Cut channel which now prevents walkers from Langstone
reaching Hayling without a swim. I’m not sure what put them up but there in the air were
an estimated 2000 Golden Plover swirling like a sandstorm - certainly the highest
number I have personally ever seen in this area (though I seem to remember Barry
Collins telling me of a similar number in this area a few years back).
In the wet meadow south of Wade Court there were still around 30 Teal and 20 Moorhen, and
coming back across the fields from Langstone Mill to the Billy Trail I noticed the flower
buds beginning to break on the English Elms which grow on the field edge within a
few yards east of the kissing gate that brings you into the south end of the fields.
One thing that may be of general interest came out of a discussion with Gill Knight over the
gate of her home at the Old Farmhouse across the road from Wade Court - she has a
pond in her garden which once housed many tadpoles and two species of Newt but this
year will probably have neither (based on declining numbers in recent years). We know
that Frogs have nationally been subject to disease that has wiped out many ‘colonies’,
but in addition to that there is a significant new predator of both Newts and Frogs
now present in the fields around Gill’s home (and not only there but across much of

southern England). This is the Little Egret. Does anyone have any information on
the impact of the arrival of this bird on our native amphibians?
Tue 01 Feb

H. South east Havant and Warblington
This morning I walked the dog down Pook Lane and along the shore to Nore Barn, coming
back up the ‘Selangor Avenue’ footpath and along the main road.
I took the opportunity to check the catkins on the old Grey Poplar tree growing where the
path to Pook Lane crosses Wade Court Road where I had seen the first catkins open back
on Jan 20, and was surprised to see that while the catkins were fully expanded on the
single branch where I had seen them on Jan 20 no others had opened.
Going down the old section of Pook Lane south of the Havant bypass I heard the sharp
calls of a Kestrel above me but never saw it though I am pretty sure it was heading east
towards the Warblington Castle tower in which they may well nest again. On the ground
below where I had heard the bird we found a dead Wood Mouse, but have no idea if the
Kestrel had caught and dropped it - seems unlikely.
On the shore from Pook Lane to Nore Barn we saw a total of 91 Shelduck and I was
pleased to see a single Ringed Plover among the expected waders (which included
about 30 Bar-tailed Godwit). At the Nore Barn end we found more than 50 Wigeon that
had been missing from the earlier stretch and also noticed a good show of Black-tailed
Godwit and Swans though I did not go to the east end of Nore Barn to count them (Brian
Fellows had seen 46 Blackwits here on Jan 28 and 52 on Jan 30 with an unexpected herd
of 50 Swans on the former date)
Coming up the Selangor Ave path from Nore Barn to the main road I was pleased to see a
Bullfinch, and as we were walking along the main road I came on a young male Yew that
was already shedding clouds of pollen when shaken.
Mon 31 Jan

J. Around my home in Havant
Taking out food for the birds first thing this morning I was greeted by song from three
different Mistle Thrushes but my only other note of interest was that as I was walking our
‘lodger’ dog past Fairfield School I looked up to see why a Black-headed Gull was
making some unusual calls. High above the school the gull was circling almost wingtip to
wingtip with a Sparrowhawk that did not seem to notice this rude interruption of a morning
overview of it’s territory.
Wildlife diary and news for Jan 29 - 30 (Week 4)
Sun 30 Jan

J. Havant and Langstone South Moors
This morning I walked down the Hayling Billy trail and heard four different Chaffinches
starting to sing in the stretch from East Street to the A27, plus a Goldcrest. Taking into
account the birds heard from my garden before I started and a single Skylark over the
South Moors I heard twelve different species singing this morning (and that did not include
Great Tit). Other bird highlights were a Chiffchaff calling in trees above the Homewell
stream and a male Bullfinch in trees beside Southmoor Lane. Half seen from my garden
as it disappeared over the rooftops was what I am sure was a Sparrowhawk and not seen
by me was a Pale-bellied Brent in the Brent flock at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream
which Mike Collins had seen just before I arrived there (he had only picked it out because

it was bathing and happened to expose its belly to him while doing so) but I made up for
that with a close view of a Rock Pipit almost at my feet as I walked along the seawall.
Nothing special in the way of wild flowers but it was nice to see the Mimosa starting to
flower in a garden in Mill Lane at Langstone

K. (Sun3001) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
531.
Red-throated Diver: One was seen in the mouth of Chichester Harbour by
Malcolm Dixon on Jan 26. To put this one sighting into perspective the Dungeness
website reports going past on Jan 25, 132 on Jan 26, and 100 in two hours on Jan 27
532.
Black-throated Diver: All three Diver species were seen of Hengistbury Head
(Christchurch Harbour mouth) on Jan 27 (1 Great Northern, 1 Black- and 4
Red-throated). Of a total of 14 Black-throated sightings that I have heard of so far this
year 11 have been at this Dorset site so I guess one bird is resident there.
533.
Bittern: A count of 5 at Rye Harbour on Jan 26 is the highest at any south coast
site so far this winter.
534.
Canada Goose: Two pairs were guarding their nest sites at the Portsmouth
IBM Lake site on Jan 26. I also see that in the Hurstbourne Priors stretch of the River
Test (downstream fromWhitchurch) a flock of more than 150 were seen on Jan 25 possibly these are what Robert Watson saw distantly in this area on Jan 15 and
thought might be Greylags...
535.
Pale-bellied Brent: Mike Collins saw one among Brent at the mouth of the
Langbrook Stream (Langstone South Moors) on Jan 30
536.
Black Brant: On a 76 km cycle ride from Winchester and back Simon Woolley
saw the Gosport bird on the playing fields beside Military Road on Jan 27 and on the
same day Bernie Forbes saw the West Wittering bird still in situ.
537.

Egyptian Goose: The Titchfield Haven bird showed itself again on Jan 26

538.
Mandarin: Ten of these were seen on Fleet Pond on Jan 27 (when the Mink
was seen at that site - how many of these ducks will survive?)
539.
Wigeon: In the past week or so I have had the impression that some had
already left the Langstone area but on Jan 30 there were more than 50 at the mouth of
the Langbrook stream. Maybe some have gone and been replaced by birds coming
from the continent as I see that there was a big influx of wildlife from the south at
Dungeness on Jan 23 - among them were reckoned to be 1430 Wigeon with a few
Pintail and Shoveler.
540.
Sparrowhawk: After hearing how David Holland saw one take a Waxwing at
the Bevois school in Southampton on Jan 23 I read that on Jan 26 Nick Haigh saw the
Waxwings there mobbing a Sparrowhawk - looks as if they have learnt their lesson and
are now teaching the Sparrowhawk that they are not easy prey.
541.
Water Rail: While Kevin Stouse was on one of the bridges connecting the IBM
buildings to the carparks a Water Rail popped out of hiding and showed itself openly
for a few seconds
542.
Avocet: Last Sunday (Jan 23) Brian Fellows was pleased to find 7 in the
Nutbourne Bay area of Chichester Harbour and on Monday (Jan 24) Bob Chapman's
contribution to the HWT website was a piece on Avocets from which I learnt that, unlike
most wading birds, Avocets have webbed feet. I know that they are quite often seen
swimming in shallow water near their feeding areas (but so are Redshank which do not
have webbed feet) but I was not aware that, as Bob suggests, they tend to pass the
high tide period on the water rather than on land, nor did I know that among the local

names for this bird had, in the past, been Scooper and Yelper - the latter reminds me
that I have never yet heard the call of an Avocet.
543.
Knot: On Jan 27 I carried out a 'Mid Tide Count' of waders on the Northney
Shore of Hayling Island from the 'point' at the east end of the bay north of the old
Holiday Camp (now a small estate of modern housing), and among the birds seen
were just over 30 Knot.
544.
Sanderling: A high tide roost of around 40 (and around 150 Turnstone) was
seen on the shingle shore at the east end of Hayling Bay on Jan 26 (I think near the
carpark on the south side of Southwood Road opposite Creek Road)
545.
Little Stint: Three were in the West Wittering/East Head area of Chichester
Harbour on Jan 27
546.
Purple Sandpiper: One was seen at Southsea Castle on Jan 26 - the first I
have heard of there this year (since Dec 28)
547.
Snipe: 83 flushed from the shores of Bembridge Harbour on the Isle of Wight
by the rising tide on Jan 27 must have been an impressive sight.
548.
Spotted Redshank: The count at Normandy Marsh (Lymington) went up from
7 last week to 8 on Jan 26 (and George Spraggs found the lone bird back in the
Hayling Oysterbeds Redshank roost on the same day). On Jan 27 Bernie Forbes
found the Church Norton bird still present there.
549.
Greenshank: On Jan 26 George Spraggs found one on the Langstone village
shore
550.
Turnstone: On Jan 26 140 Turnstone were on the West Beach at the mouth of
the R. Arun and another 150 were on the Hayling Bay shore that same day
551.
Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was still at the Cockle Pond for Simon
Woolley to see on Jan 27 after he had cycled all the way from Winchester
552.
Iceland/Kumlien's Gull: The second winter bird which turned up at Gosport
on Dec 28 and which has been the subject of much discussion as to it's taxonomic
status has recently been wandering both east and west from Gosport. On Jan 22 and
23 it was at Titchfield Haven, and on Jan 25 it was seen at the mouth of Chichester
Harbour (and seen to fly back west). On Jan 27 it spent the day off Selsey Bill, flying
east towards Pagham Harbour at dusk, but at 4pm on Jan 28 it was back at Gosport,
seen by David Thelwell.
553.
Sandwich Tern: Two were seen at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on both
Jan 26 and 27, and on Jan 27 another was seen at Bembridge Harbour on the Isle of
Wight
554.
Auks: On Jan 26 two Razorbills and one Guillemot were seen together at the
mouth of Chichester Harbour by Graham Osborne (at Dungeness on that day 2500
Auks were seen and more than 250 were off Splash Point at Seaford just west of
Beachy Head)
555.
Skylark: One was in full song very high up over the Langstone South Moors
on Jan 30 - this is the first I personally have heard this year.
556.
Waxwings: Reports continue to come in of flocks in Fleet, Farnborough,
Farnham, Crawley, Crowborough, Horsham and Southampton (where the birds seem
to have got the better of the Sparrowhawk which took one of their number recently),
and I see you can now get that at Woolworth's (at least at the Alton shop). Local news
is of 11 feeding in the outskirts of Havant (at Rowan Road in the Denvilles area) on Jan
27, and on Jan 28 a flock of around 20 came in off the sea at Portland Bill and flew on
north (except for one which probably came over during the night and crashed into

something which broke its neck and left it dead in Portland Harbour from which it was
recovered and photographed - see picture on the Portland Observatory website)
557.
Black Redstart: Two reports of sightings in the Sandy Point area of Hayling
Island - on Jan 26 Malcolm Dixon saw one when walking from the Lifeboat Station to
Sandy Point (so presumably in the old Hospital grounds or the east side of the Nature
Reserve), and one Jan 27 George Spraggs saw one in a seafront garden just west of
the Sandy Point nature reserve.
558.
Chiffchaff: One calling from trees by the Homewell stream in Havant on Jan
30 gave me a long delayed year-list tick.
559.
Goldcrest: On Jan 30 I heard one singing above the Hayling Billy trail close to
where Martin Hampton heard one singing on Jan 19.
560.
Willow Tit: Not yet extinct in Hampshire - that much is proven by Mike Rafter
who found one on Jan 25 in the far north of the county at Faccombe (north of Andover
and nearly the full 75 miles along the Wayfarer's Walk from its start here in Emsworth)
561.
Chaffinch: On Jan 26 one was feeding on the ground in my garden (first to do
so this winter) and on Jan 27 I heard the first attempt at song from one in the Wade
Court area of Langstone. Another was trying to sing in Havant on Jan 29 and on Jan
30 I heard four of them beginning to sing in one 400 metre stretch of the Hayling Billy
trail north of the A27
562.
Twite: One was still in the West Wittering/East Head area among a large flock
of Skylarks (seen by Bernie Forbes on Jan 27)
563.
Bullfinch: These seem to be widespread at the moment - on the morning of
Jan 30 I was surprised to se a male moving along the Cherry Plum trees which line the
south end of South Moor lane here in Havant
564.
Snow Bunting: Three were still at East Head (mouth of Chichester Harbour)
on Jan 27.
PLANTS
73. No new flowerings this weeked
INSECTS
63. Pale Brindled Beauty: An early find of this moth (first of year) coming to Mike Wall's
trap at Bsingstoke on Jan 27
OTHER
40. Mink: I believe most of the Mink which were so foolishly set free a year or so ago from
a Mink Farm in the New Forest by Animal Rights protesters have now been killed or
have died naturally, and that traps placed on specially designed floating rafts
contributed a lot to the success of getting rid of them from the River Test. Maybe those
traps are now needed on Fleet Pond were a Mink was seen on Jan 27 in the reed bed
near the station car-park.
41. Bottle-nosed Dolphin: The pod of 8 which first appeared off Portland Bill on Jan 20
were still there on Jan 26
42. Common Porpoise: A single Porpoise was seen heading west of Splash Point at
Seaford (between Beach Head and Newhaven) on Jan 26
43. Red Squirrel: When Derek Hale was birding by the Medina River south of Cowes (in
the Werrar Farm area) on both Jan 26 and 27 he saw a Red Squirrel which he said was
'highly approachable'. Maybe the same animal that was seen in that area on Jan 5?

Sat 29 Jan

H. Around Havant
Having to exercise my daughter’s dog (we have him during the trauma of her impending
house move!) I took it on a circuit north of the rail line through Havant during which I heard
my second Chaffinch song of the year plus Mistle Thrush and Coal Tit.
We went via the Havant Health Centre where the Periwinkles have now started to flower
in abundance - in the past I have referred to these as possibly being Lesser Periwinkles as
they are definitely not Greater, but I can now see that they scramble up the hedge under
which they grow to a height greater then Lesser would do, and the flowers have the thinner
petals (the flower looks like an aeroplane propellor with five blades) and are of a much
deeper violet colour than either Greater of Lesser so I now regard them as Intermediate!
Coming back past the railway station and going east along Waterloo Road I much enjoyed
the now huge show of Common Whitlowgrass in flower.
Later in the day, visiting grandchildren at Swanmore), I heard and saw Fieldfares in the
trees around their garden (only the second time I have seen these birds this year) and just
outside their garden gate I found a patch of Ivy-leaved Speedwell in full flower.
Fri 28 Jan

H. Denvilles area of Havant
Last night I was told that 11 Waxwings had been seen during that day feeding on berries
in the appropriately named Rowan Road in the Denvilles area so I cycled round there this
morning and had no difficulty in finding the Rowan trees covered with red berries but there
was no sign of any Waxwings while I was there (and I noticed that a Mistle Thrush was
guarding one of the trees). While I was in the area I cycled round all the neighbouring
roads in search of other trees but still no luck...

I. (Fri2801) Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
54. Red-throated Diver: One was just off Sandy Point on Hayling Island from Jan 20 to
25 and another was seen to fly east past Titchfield Haven on Jan 22
55. Great Crested Grebe: At the Testwood Lakes (Southampton) on Jan 23 one pair was
displaying, a second pair was nest building, and a fifth unpaired bird suffered a
'torpedo' attack (Aggressive birds swim underwater, coming up under the victim and
often killing it when the attacker's bill pierces the victim's belly. Ian Pibworth has seen
half a dozen Grebes die from such attacks and knows of Tufted Ducks being attacked)
56. Black-necked Grebe: Five were seen from Hayling Oysterbeds on Jan 23
57. Cormorant: For some reason numbers seen at Testwood Lakes peak at this time of
year (not yet time to head for breeding cliffs and inland water preferable to the
cold/stormy sea??) and there were 17 there on Jan 20 and at first light on Jan 23 a total
of 23 birds took off after roosting on the water - last year the peak was 29 on Feb 1
58. Mute Swan: I'm not sure how many Swans cross the English Channel each year but I
was surprised to read that (on Jan 22) one had been seen to fly south over Portland Bill
and carry on out to sea until it was lost to sight.
59. Canada Goose: When I was at the IBM Lake for the January WeBS count I was
pleased to find no more than 12 geese there but now I have seen the Portsmouth
Harbour totals for that count I see that another 63 geese were in Tipner Lake (just
across the motorway) where I have not heard of them before.

60. Barnacle Goose: There are plenty of feral birds on the IoW and in southern
Hampshire but a flock of 30 seen at Scotney Court on the Kent Sussex border on Jan
22 could well have been wild birds and would I think have been quite unusual there.
61. Egyptian Goose: One is a regular sight at Titchfield Haven and two can often be seen
at Tundry Pond near Fleet in north Hampshire but I was surprised by advice on finding
them there given by Malcolm Dixon who said that if they are not in the fields near the
pond it is worth looking for them perched in trees.
62. Pochard: 82 of these came to the evening feed on the river at Titchfield Haven on Jan
15 and by Jan 22 the count was up to 87,
63. Tufted Duck: These also increased at the Titchfield Haven evening feed from 23 on
Jan 8 to 31 on Jan 15
64. Velvet Scoter: Three were seen off Christchurch Harbour on Jan 23
65. Buzzard: The Test valley has long been a 'hot spot' for Buzzard sightings, giving the
impression that the woods along the southern part of the valley have more Buzzards
per kilometre than an equivalent area of the New Forest (please tell me if you
disagree!), and we are now approaching the time of year when Buzzards are at their
most visible while displaying and patrolling over their breeding territories, so I was not
surprised to see that Ian Pibworth saw up to 12 Buzzards in the air simultaneously at
some time during his dawn to dusk watch of the Testwood Lakes on Jan 23.
66. Kestrel: Until a few years ago a pair of Kestrels nested each year on the IBM HQ
building at Portsmouth but their choice of nest site was often not good (e.g. the metal
grille at the head of a downpipe intended to carry rain off the roof is not very good when
there is heavy rain!). I thought the pair had abandoned the area but the Jan 15 WeBS
count gave me good news in recording a pair over the now closed rubbish tip just
across the M27 from the IBM site. Personally I have been pleased to see one over
Northney on Hayling on Jan 22 and another over fields west of Warren Down at
Forestside (northwest edge of Stansted Forest) on Jan 25
67. Peregrine: A pair were displaying to each other over Titchfield Haven on Jan 25 but I
think we can be sure that they will not nest in that immediate area.
68. Water Rail: There are plenty of these around, but even in places where they can be
heard daily they are not often seen, so David Holland was very pleased to get a good
view of one within easy walking distance of Southampton General Hospital when he
took a lunchtime walk down the small Tanners Brook stream where it runs through the
Coxford area on its way from Rownhams to Millbrook.
69. Ruff: On Jan 23 Titchfield Haven had its first Ruff since Aug 20 last summer. I see
that one or two were seen there frequently in the first half of last year and there could
have been some breeding behaviour on Mar 10 when the Reeve which had been in
residence for some time was joined by four males....
70. Jack Snipe: Simon Ingram, who was lucky enough to see one at the Eastleigh
Lakeside site on Dec 31, had another sighting of one there on Jan 18. Over on the Isle
of Wight one was seen by a party of birders visiting the Brading Marshes RSPB
reserve when it was flushed by a Hare (what I want to know is if the Hare was flushed
by the birders and if that causal chain can be followed back to the fluttering of a
butterfly in Indonesia when it in turn was forced to take flight to escape the tsunami ...)
71. Black-tailed Godwit: The Jan 15 WeBS count for Portsmouth Harbour recorded no
Black-tailed Godwit but 500 of them were feeding within 500 metres of the harbour
shore on the large area of low-lying grassland at Bedenham within the security fence of
the Gosport MoD Defence Muntions site. It would seem that this is a regular major
feeding site for these birds and it seems contrary to the intention of the wetland bird
counts to exclude such a significant number of birds because they happen to lie on the

wrong side of an arbitrary line defining the boundary of the Portsmouth Harbour area
(which includes the IBM site that was cut off from the harbour in the late 1960s and is
now twice as far from the water's edge as the Bedenham grassland). The Bedenham
grass also had 314 Brent feeding on it, and this number were excluded from the 883
recorded within the harbour boundary, as were another 95 on the Cams Hall Golf
Course. Bear these anomalies in mind when looking at the BTO population statistics
for these and similar species (and don't forget that those statistics are also highly
weather dependent - if the one day in the month that is scheduled for the WeBS count
is foggy or very wet and windy, making counting difficult, the population statistics drop
accordingly!).
72. Spotted Redshank: The number present on the Normandy Marshes at Lymington
was 7 on Jan 20, 21 and 22 (with 6 there on other recent days)
73. Redshank: Going back to the accuracy of population statistics based on WeBS
counts I see that in the Portsmouth Harbour January count the Redshank total of 260
reported for the harbour as a whole may well have excluded 300 birds that are normally
to be seen in the inlet and artificial 'wader scrape' between Horsea Island and the
M275 which was created in compensation for loss of habitat caused by the Paulsgrove
rubbish tip - on the day in question deep mud prevented access to that area along the
normal route used by the person who counts that area.
74. Green Sandpiper: Numbers of this species seem to have been low this winter so it
may be of interest that on Jan 24 John Shillitoe found one in the River Meon at
Mislingford Bridge (just north of Wickham) where one was last reported on 23 March
last year.
75. Turnstone: An unusually high (for the Christchurch Harbour area) count of 99 birds
(88 of them in one flock) was made on Avon Beach (which I assume to be the shore
east of the Southbourne district of Bournemouth and west of Hengistbury Head) on Jan
22. For interest I checked the records in my database for last year and found reports of
116 on the Worthing beach on Jan 4, more than 140 at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Apr
16, 130 on the Langstone Harbour shore at Milton on Sep 21 and more than 300 on the
beach at Hastings on Nov 4 (as well as WeBS totals for Portsmouth Harbour of 145 in
Nov and 226 in Dec).
76. Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was seen at the Cockle Pond on Jan 23 and I have
heard no more of the immature 'probable' reported from Lepe and Hill Head on Jan 21.
77. Iceland/Kumlien's Gull: This individual which has been much in the news recently
was perched on a post in the river at Titchfield Haven on Jan 23 and then spent ten
minutes at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Jan 25 before flying back west.
78. Sandwich Tern: One adult was seen at the mouth of Chichester Harbour by Andy
Johnson on Jan 25
79. Auks: On Jan 22 it was estimated that 10,000 birds may have flown past Portland Bill
(presumably going west). Counts of up to 200 per minute were made there. Maybe
one of these decided to opt out of the 'rat race' and turned into Chichester Harbour as
a Guillemot was seen near the entrance to the Chichester Yacht Basin on the
Chichester/Fishbourne channel that day.
80. Razorbill: Two were again seen off Black Point on Hayling on Jan 25 where at least
one seems to have been present since mid-November
81. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Since I heard one making its spring call in Stansted
Forest on Jan 19 Simon Woolley has also heard one calling in the New Forest at the
Rhinefield Arboretum and Pedro Leitao reports one at the traditional Denny Wood
hotspot (both on Jan 23)

82. Waxwing: It would seem from a report of around 40 over Christchurch Harbour on
Jan 23 that these birds are continuing to move south and west. It may be that even I
will see one as a group of 11 were seen in the Denvilles area of Havant on Jan 27
(appropriately enough in Rowan Road - and when they had got a mouthful they flew off
to Swallow Close!)
83. Robin: Seeing two in my garden on Jan 24 sitting quietly within a few yards of each
other I concluded they were now paired and intending to nest.
84. Black Redstart: On Jan 15 Andy Johnson saw one in 'the usual spot' on the Hayling
seafront just west of the Sandy Point nature reserve
85. Fieldfare: These generally seem to be thin on the ground in Hampshire at the
moment but on Jan 23 Ian Pibworth saw more than 300 at the Testwood Lakes near
Southampton and on Jan 24 John Shillitoe came on 110 in the Long Road fields near
Soberton in the Meon Valley (John says he is also aware of a big flock feeding on fallen
apples in the Hill Farm orchards at Swanmore just across the Meon)
86. Redwing: As with Fieldfare there are few big flocks but Ian Pibworth had more than
200 of these at the Testwood Lakes on Jan 23
87. Blackcap: Three reports of garden sightings on Jan 23 are probably the result of a
conincidence of birders being at home on a Sunday and sunshine bringing out birds
that are there but unseen on other days - reports of single birds came from Paul Winter
at Rownhams in Southampton, David Wallace at Titchfield Common near Fareham
and from the Yarmouth area of the IoW.
88. Chiffchaff: Unlike the Blackcap sightings a report of at least 20 at the Brading
sewage works on the IoW on Jan 23 does seem to indicate a recent influx there. The
highest previous count there this winter was of ‘more than 7’ on Nov 10
89. Firecrest: Andy Johnson saw one in a garden near Sandy Point on Hayling on Jan 22
(where he had seen one in December)
90. Marsh Tit: When George Spraggs was in the New Forest with Dave Wheatley on Jan
23 they heard two Marsh Tits singing at each other - this song is another first for the
year.
91. Carrion Crow: Tom Bickerton points out that if you go to any Chip shop in the
Havant/Leigh Park area and look at any nearby trees you are almost certain to spot a
Carrion Crow nest belonging to a pair which 'own' the fallout from careless human
eaters. I suspect this piece of field-craft is applicable almost anywhere!
92. Chaffinch: On Jan 27 I heard my first Chaffinch song for the year in the Langstone
Wade Court area - certainly not full song yet but repeated several times to make
certain I could identify the singer.
93. Brambling: Writing on Jan 25 Tom Bickerton tells me that he has seen a few
Brambling with the Chaffinches on the approach road to Stansted House.
94. Siskin and Redpoll: Maybe a first hint that both species will soon be seen in normal
numbers (after a scarcity of Siskin so far this winter) comes from an SOS outing to
Bedgebury pinetum (just over the Kent border from East Sussex) where they saw more
than 50 of each species.
95. Bullfinch: These seem more numerous than usual this winter and I see that 'many'
were reported from the Bewl Water area east of Crowborough.
96. Hawfinch: Bedgebury pinetum used to be a site where you were sure to see
Hawfinch in good numbers but Mike Scott-Ham, who led the SOS outing there on Jan
22, says that numbers of Hawfinch there have greatly reduced in recent years and on
this occasion they only saw a single bird.

97. Reed Bunting: 20 birds are currently coming regularly to the feeders at Titchfield
Haven visitor centre.
98. Corn Bunting: The large flock of over 200 was still at Rye Harbour on Jan 23 so a
flock of around 30 seen on the Sussex Downs south of Pulborough (Amberley Mount
area?) on the same day were presumably different birds.
99. Saker Falcon: One seen complete with Jesses on the Downs south of Amberley on
Jan 21 was probably the same bird that was seen over the Wild Brooks on Dec 26 but
it is not clear if it is a 'permanent escapee' living wild or just one that is reluctant to
return to its owner when it is taken out hunting.
PLANTS
15. Sweet Violet: The large colony of genuinely wild plants on North Common (Hayling
Island) had many flowers open on Jan 27 and I could actually smell their perfume.
16. Spurge Laurel: My personal first sight of these was in Markwells Wood (north of
Finchdean) on Jan 25. I found several there with flowers fully open after failing to see
a single plant in the north west of Stansted Forest where (in my opinion) they have
been wiped out by deer browsing.
17. Ivy-leaved Speedwell: I found my very first flower opening in central Havant on Jan
24 but have not so far seen any others.
18. My personal count of species found flowering so far this year stands at 82
INSECTS
4. Red Admiral: One was flying in Hook near Fleet in north Hampshire on Jan 23
5. Angle Shades moth: The unidentified caterpillar which arrived in my morning mail
delivery on Jan 12, and which I now think is an Angle Shades moth, has pupated and
so I may have proof if its identity if and when it emerges as a moth.
OTHER
6. Bottle-nosed Dolphins: The pod of eight first seen off Portland Bill on Jan 20 were
seen again in Jan 24
7. Hare: One seen on the RSPB Brading Marshes reserve on the IoW was disturbed by
walkers and in turn put up a Jack Snipe for them to see
Thu 27 Jan

O. Mid-tide Wader Count at Northney
Despite dark clouds and a brisk, chill north wind I cycled over to the point from which I had
already made one mid-tide count in November at the request of Anne de Potier and sat
there for 90 minutes until the wind again strengthened, the clouds became even blacker,
and even the birds decided to move to more sheltered places.
Best of the waders were 36 Knot among about 500 Dunlin - there were also Redshank,
Grey Plover, Curlew, Oystercatcher and Lapwing in good numbers but no Ringed
Plover or Black-tailed Godwit and only two Bar-tailed. Plenty of Brent could be seen with
a few Shelduck, Merganser and, at one point. two smart male Goldeneye.
On my way home past Langstone Pond, on the more sheltered north shore of the harbour,
I found a great concentration of the birds I had seen from the south shore plus many Teal
and some Black-tailed Godwit but no Wigeon and no Golden Plover on the ground
(though a flock of around 100 birds high in the air over towards Emsworth were almost
certainly Goldies).

Passing Wade Court I had the most significant bird record of the day - a Chaffinch trying
out its song sufficiently frequently for me to be sure of the species despit the
incompleteness of the song
Wed 26 Jan

H. In the garden
Just two notes for today - in addition to the regulars at the bird food I actually had a
Chaffinch at seed on the ground, and sharing the food were two rats getting their share
down at the bottom end of the garden near the Billy Trail.
Tue 25 Jan

I. Around Forestside
This afternoon I parked at the Forestside village hut close to the church and walked a
circuit of about 10km via Warren Down, South Holt Farm, Idsworth Chapel, Horsley Farm
near West Marden and back through Lodge Farm and the northern fringe of Stansted
Forest.
Right at the start I could heard a Buzzard calling and soon I had good views of both
Buzzard and Kestrel in the air above the west end of Warren Down. Before that I had a
good view of a male Bullfinch among birds around the house at the west end of Warren
Down - others there were Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Great Spotted
Woodpecker and tits including Long Tailed - and after the Kestrel I put up some 30
Linnets from the field over which the Kestrel and Buzzard had flown.
Reaching the road coming up from Dean Lane End I crossed it and continued towards
South Holt Farm, finding at least 30 Redwing and two Mistle Thrush in Woods Copse.
After the farm I found several plants of Spurge Laurel and wild Primroses in flower as I
descended through Markwells Wood to Idsworth, and near the chapel I came on a small
flock of Chaffinch. Heading north east below Markwells Wood I put up many
Woodpigeons from the trees, and after climbing up through the wood again I saw a single
Red-legged Partridge running across a field near Horsley Farm but the hoped for hooting
of an owl from the north of Stansted Forest in the dusk did not happen - just a lot of noisy
Pheasant noise.
Mon 24 Jan

K. Havant and Langstone
My regular poster delivery round took me through the old centre of Havant and gave me a
new flowering plant for the year - Ivy-leaved Speedwell had one flower opening on the
old wall south of St Faith’s Church and another in a garden in my own road. I also saw
flowers on Hedge Mustard which has not been on my flowering list since Christmas Eve.
Down in Langstone I had a superb view of a Grey Wagtail in the Langbrook stream by the
West Mill but nothing else of interest in the growing dusk
Wildlife diary and news for Jan 17 - 23 (Week 3)
Sun 23 Jan

L. Eastern Havant
On this sunny but chill morning I walked via Denvilles to Warblington and back via Wade
Court Road where my first Goldcrest song of the year was the highspot of the outing especially as the background to it was the fluting of a Mistle Thrush from the grounds of

Denvilles House. These were but two of twelve species heard singing during the walk but
sadly Chaffinch was not among them though they should have started by now.
Also during the walk I found more female flowers on Hazel at the top of Church Lane at
Warlington

M. Latest News and Reports
(See also latest News in the Wednesday entry this week)
BIRDS
565.
Great Crested Grebe: Good news from the Portsmouth IBM Lake - Kevin
Stouse found two back there from Jan 18 to 20 but does not say if they were together
and acting as a pair. Last year three birds were present on the lake in April, May and
June but the two which were thought to be a pair which had nested successfully in
2003 produced no young in 2004, and the two which were seen there in the second
half of 2004 did not behave like a pair. For those interested in winter flocks on the sea
Sandwich Bay reports 362 offshore there on Jan 21.
566.
Red-necked Grebe: One was in Stocker's Lake at the mouth of Chichester
Harbour on Jan 21, seen from Black Point by Andy Johnson.
567.
Black-necked Grebe: No news of the Langstone Harbour birds since Kevin
Stouse's group saw 6 on Jan 16 but two were in the west Solent off Lepe on Jan 21 and
what may have been a third bird was off the Lymington Marshes on Jan 19 when four
were in Portland Harbour at Weymouth
568.
Shag: A first winter bird in Chichester Harbour was one of 95 species ticked by
Barry and Margaret Collins when they did a bird race limited to Thorney Island on Jan
12.
569.
Great White Egret: The Blashford Lakes bird at Ringwood was seen again on
Jan 21
570.
Bewick's Swan: A count of 10 in the Ibsley water meadows north of Ringwood
made on Jan 21 was the highest made in Hampshire so far this winter, and a total of 38
seen at the Amberley Wild Brooks south of Pulborough bodes well for the annual HOS
expedition there scheduled for Feb 20
571.
Whooper Swan: The two seen at Chichester's Ivy Lake on Jan 16 may not be
true wild birds but seven seen at Dungeness on the same day probably were.
572.
White-front Goose: The three on the Thorney Island flooded field near the
Little Deeps and west of the Main Road were last reported there on Jan 19 but I think
they were still present on Jan 21 when I saw at least two (maybe three) distantly
looking east from Eames Farm to the grass south of the big bend in the centre of the
Great Deeps. Another group of three were on Amberley Wild Brooks among Canadas
and Greylags on Jan 17 but they have I think been in that area since at least Jan 2
(when Tom Bickerton saw them at the Pulborough RSPB reserve)
573.
Greylag Goose: An odd single bird was seen at Baffins Pond on Jan 21 maybe it will join the local gang?
574.
Cackling Canada Goose: The minima race bird which I saw fly west over the
Langstone South Moors on Dec 30 did not go straight to Farlington Marshes where it
was first seen on Jan 9 - not sure if it stayed there but Jason Crook tells me it was there
again on Jan 19
575.
Shelduck: I had another good count of 54 on the Langstone/Warblington
shore on Jan 20 and then found at least 40 at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Jan 22.
576.
Eider: The raft on the sea off Titchfield Haven was in excess of 70 on Jan 21
and on Jan 22 there were 90 there

577.
Velvet Scoter: A single bird was with Common Scoters on the sea west of
Selsey Bill
578.
Goldeneye: A male was giving its dramtic display (throwing its head back until
its bill points skyward) to two females off thre Broadmarsh area on Jan 16.
Mergansers have been displaying for some time now but this is the first report of
Goldeneye doing it that I have heard this year.
579.
Ruddy Duck: When Bernie Forbes visited Dungeness on Jan 16 he saw a
large raft of these birds well out in the centre of one the pools there - he gives no
estimate of numbers but I get the impression that there may have been a hundred or
more (judgng by the reports heard in past years of 400 or more at a time on waters in
the Midlands and West country.
580.
Sparrowhawk: With many current reports of Waxwings it is not unexpected
that a Sparrowhawk was seen to take one of 34 feeding in the Bevois Mount area of
Southampton on Jan 23. Another report from a different area spoke of the birds being
harrassed by Sparrowhawks but this is the only 'live report' of a kill - after which the
remaining Waxwings were very vocal for some time!
581.
Water Rail: One was seen well at Ivy Lake (Chichester) by the walk group led
by John Goodspeed on Jan 18
582.
Golden Plover: A flock of around 750 were on the Northney saltings between
Langstone Bridge and the Hotel in bright sunshine on Jan 22 - no sign of summer
plumage yet!
583.
Lapwing: John Simons has seen a very large number of birds in the pig fields
around Funtington (west of Chichester) on recent mornings - among them were
around 300 Lapwing with many Rooks (the rookery at Hambrook House just south of
these fields came out as the largest in Sussex in a recent rookery survey) and gulls.
584.
Knot: Steve Mansfield had another good count of 90 birds in the area between
Northney and Warblington when he visited Hayling Island on Jan 16
585.
Ruff: Peter Hughes, warden of the Pulborough RSPB reserve, reported 15 on
the Amberley Wild Brooks area on Jan 18
586.
Jack Snipe: On Jan 12 Barry Collins found three in the flooded field with the
White-front Geese near the Thorney Little Deeps,
587.
Common Snipe: Richard Carpenter had more than 40 at Titchfield Haven on
Jan 21
588.
Whimbrel: The wintering bird on the west side of Thorney Island was still there
for Barry Collins' bird race on Jan 12 though he had to walk a long way south of Wickor
Point (near the military fence), nearly to Marker Point, before he found it. On Jan 19
Paul James found one still in the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour.
589.
Spotted Redshank: Paul James also found one of these in the Fishbourne
Channel on Jan 19 and on Jan 22 I saw the one in the Hayling Oysterbeds Redshank
roost. Up to six are still being seen at the Normandy marshes (Lymington)
590.
Grey Phalarope: These are normally seen in late autumn as they head from
the arctic to winter in the middle of the Atlantic but one turned up at Sandwich Bay in
Kent on Jan 17, and then another arrived at Ibsley Water in the Avon Valley on Jan 22
591.
Ring-billed Gull: Two sightings on Jan 21 of a strange gull in the Solent on
both sides of Southampton Water (at Lepe and Hill Head) both appear to be of an
immature Ring-billed Gull but have yet to be confirmed by a gull expert. I do not think
this is the Gosport bird which is, I think, now an adult.

592.
Iceland Gull: The Gosport Iceland/Kumlien's Gull made anothe foray to
Titchfield Haven on Jan 22 where it was seen perched on one of the posts in the river.
593.
Sandwich Tern: Steve Mansfield had another sighting of a winter adult off
Northney on Hayling Island when he was there on Jan 16 and on the same day there
was a second sighting of one at Sandwich Bay in Kent so they are not exclusive to the
Solent area.
594.
Razorbill: Two were again in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on Jan 21,
seen by Andy Johnson from Black Point.
595.
Stock Dove: A flock of 40 seen on Jan 20 in the Warblington Farm fields east
of Pook Lane was not unusual but the 'leader of the pack' was an almost pure white
bird with some dark in its primaries.
596.

Barn Owl: One was hunting over the old Thorney airfield on Jan 12.

597.
Short-eared Owl: I got one on my year list when I went to the Thornham
marshes on Jan 21 - it was not in th landing lights area but south of the Great Deeps
west of the Landing lights with some Rugby goal posts as a backdrop.
598.
Waxwing: On Jan 22 the Hampshire record flock size was beaten with a count
of 105 at Church Crookham in the Farnborough area. We have also had a flock of 17
at Prince's Marsh close to Liss and up to 36 in the Portswood area of Southampton
with 30 in Alton and maybe the same number still at Hedge End. On Jan 21there were
15 in the Queen Alexandra hospital grounds at Cosham (Portsmouth) with others
reported from the Hythe area west of Southampton Water. Sussex has not being
doing badly with a flock of at least 139 in Crawley being worth a mention!
599.
Blackbird: On Jan 21 one was in full song at Wisborough Green near
Pulborough in Sussex and that evening gave me my first 'Blackbird evensong' from a
rooftop in Havant.
600.
Fieldfare: Some were seen on Walderton Down (near Kingley Vale north of
Chichester) on Jan 22 by the Havant Wildlife Group.
601.
Redwing: Small parties of less than half a dozen have been seen in the
Havant area recently - on Jan 20 a few perched in trees in my garden and on Jan 21 I
heard a few in Hollybank Woods. Also on Jan 21 Kevin Stouse found 3 in the Denvilles
area of Havant.
602.
Mistle Thrush: Now singing regularly in the Havant area with reports for Jan
13, 14, 16, 20, 22 and 23
603.
Chiffchaff: On Jan 12 Barry Collins found 12 at the Thornham sewage works
on Thorney Island where he failed to spot a Firecrest seen by his wife Margaret.
604.
Goldcrest: Following the report of one singing in Southampton on Jan 17
Martin Hampton heard on here in Havant on Jan 19 (near the Lymbourne springs) and
on Jan 23 I heard my first in nearby Wade Court Road
605.
Rook: 15 pairs were back by their nests at Northney on Hayling Island on Jan
22 and what may have been three pairs were perched on an Ash tree by the Old
Rectory at Warblington on Jan 23 (where they have nested in the past though not last
year)
606.
Snow Bunting: Three were still to be seen at East Head in Chichester
Harbour on Jan 20 (with a peak count of 44 at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Jan 17)
607.
Escapees: A Chiloe Wigeon seems to have settled in at Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth, being seen there on Jan 13, 18 and 21 and strangely a second bird has
appeared on Peter Pond at Emsworth, being seen there on Jan 19 and 21

PLANTS
74. Spurge Laurel: The first report of this in flower comes from the Havant Wildlife Group
who found it when on Walderton Down near Kingley Vale on Jan 22
75. Sticky Mouse-ear: I found the first flowers on this in the Denvilles area of Havant on
Jan 21
76. Cherry Plum: The most significant find this week was of Cherry Plum flowers open in
both Pook land and Wade lane at Langstone on Jan 20
77. Hazel female flowers: These could be seen on young trees by the Hayling Billy trail
where it passes the end of Grove Road in Havant on Jan 20 and were also seen by the
Havant Wildlife Group on Jan 22
78. Grey Poplar: Catkins were open on an old tree in Wade Court Road here in Havant on
Jan 20 - they were only open on one branch near the top of the tree.
79. Dog's Mercury: I found plenty of male flowers in Pook Lane at Warblington on Jan 20
and the Havant Wildlife Group found more at Walderton Down on Jan 22.
80. Wild Carrot: A single plant with a big fresh flower umbel was seen by me on Hayling
Island on Jan 22
81. Intermediate Periwinkle: One flower of this was open beside Daw Lane on Hayling
on Jan 22
82. Elder: Fresh leaves were showing on several trees by Jan 20
INSECTS
64. Red Admiral: One was seen in Southleigh Forest on Jan 21 by Adrian Hoskins
65. Moths: While gardening here in Havant on Jan 21 I put up a Brown Plume moth (a
species that is active at this time), and pictures on the Butterfly Conservation website
give me confidence that the strange caterpillar which arrived in my mail recently was
that of an Angle Shades moth - the pictures look very like my specimen, the moth and
its caterpillars can be found in any month of the year, and the caterpillar has a habit of
'wandering about' which could explain its presence in my external mail box.
66. Ladybirds: It would seem that these are now coming out of hibernation. On Jan 20,
while using my computer, I found a small Two Spot making its way around my
keyboard, and on Jan 22 the Havant Wildlife Group found at lest ten Seven Spots out
on Walderton Down near Kingley Vale
OTHER
44. Fox: An interesting report on John Goodspeed's website of how (on Jan 14) one
caught a 'white' Squirrel in a Widley garden (on Portsdown Hill) and was seen to bury
it in a flower pot by the back door of the person who saw it - she says that the fox
looked thin so perhaps a vixen that had just given birth and was having to do extra
daytime hunting? On Jan 21 I also saw one by day but that was a roadside corpse
close to Locks Farm in the Denvilles area of Havant.
45. Dolphins: A pod of 8 Bottle Nosed Dolphins, inlcuding a young calf, was off
Portland Bill on Jan 20 and 21. Earlier there had been several reports of Dolphin
corpses on Chesil Bank and on Jan 19 Martin Cade of the Portland observatory
identified one corpse as a Common Dolphin but another was too decomposed to
recognize.
46. Roe Deer: On Jan 21 Adrian Hoskins saw an 'albino' Roe in the Southleigh Forest
(north of Emsworth). I know that white coated Fallow are relatively common but I don't
recall hearing of a Roe having this colour before.

Sat 22 Jan

I. Around North Hayling
A Grey Wagtail flew over the charred ruins (after Thursday night’s great fire) of the
Waitrose store in the centre of Havant and another was by the Lymbourne stream as I
cycled down the Billy Trail to Langstone on a sunny morning with a feel of spring in the
increased volume of bird song.
Crossing Langstone Bridge I could see an estimated 400 Golden Plover on the Bridge
Farm shore between the bridge and the marina but I was aiming for the Oysterbeds and so
turned right to rejoin the old railway line under its HCC name of Hayling Coastal Path. One
surprise here was a large fresh flower on Wild Carrot but there was nothing special to be
seen in the way of birds at the Oysterbeds though I did see the Spotted Redshank in the
Redshank roost, picking it out by its light grey back and white throat and face. Another
smart bird which landed on the lagoon was an adult Herring Gull in breeding plumage,
and there was a lot more colour in the heads and necks of two Little Grebes.
In addition to the recently installed wooden kissing gate at the north entrance to the
oysterbeds (which serves no purpose that I can see other than spending the money in
some conservation budget before the financial year is out) the lagoon now has a bus
shelter installed on its east bank at the foot of the earthmound but as yet there is no
timetable for the buses that are no doubt planned to bring the crowds of eco-tourists
wanting to see the Little Terns nesting.
No sign of any Coltsfoot flowers in a couple of their sites in this area and no spring flowers
as yet along the sides of Daw Lane as I was crossing the ‘waist’ of the island, but at the
narrow east end of Daw Lane there was just one flower in the Intermediate Periwinkle
(and plenty on the Greater Periwinkle but none on the Lesser Periwinkle that also
grows here). Turning south off Copse Lane along the path following the north shore of Mill
Rythe I was saddened to hear the noise of model aircraft shattering the peace of Verner
Common (where in previous winters there would have been flocks of Lapwing and Golden
Plover) but on my side of the water I did have a good view of a hunting male
Sparrowhawk.
Coming north up Woodgason Lane there was neither sight nor sound of the Redwing and
Fieldfare that are ofter here in the winter but at the Northney rookery at least 15 pairs of
Rooks were back at their nests and a Mistle Thrush was singing loudly, as as I
approached the hotel I had good views of a Kestrel hovering high above the rough ground
behind the marina (I’m pretty sure this is one of the pair of Kestrels that nest in
Warblington Castle). Turning along the shore road towards the bridge I found the Golden
Plover had grown in number to an estimated 750 with plenty of Lapwing and other
waders.
Over on the Langstone side the tide was still to high to see a Kingfisher and both
Black-tailed Godwit and Wigeon seemed to be in short supply, and my only note on the
final stretch homwards was of my first sight of flowering Snowdrops.
Fri 21 Jan

J. Hollybank Woods
With on a couple of hours available for a morning outing I cycled east through the
Denvilles area of Havant to the Emsworth Common Road where I spent a short time in
Hollybank Woods. On the way there I took a slight detour via Swallow Close where I
added Sticky Mouse-ear to my year list (the flowers were not technically open but were
showing much white on the closed petals) and at the end of the cut-through which brings
you back to Southleigh Road I saw that a plant of Feverfew which has been in flower all
through the winter months so far still had plenty of fresh looking flowers.

At the junction of Southleigh and East Leigh roads I looked for flowers on the hedge
bottom Lesser Periwinkles with no luck, and on the roadside grass of East Leigh road I
passed the body of a freshly dead Fox to add to the dead female Blackbird I had seen in
the roadside gutter a little way back.
In Hollybank I heard Great Spotted Woodpecker, Jay and Redwings, and I enjoyed
searching the trunks of many mature oaks in the hope of Tree Creeper or Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker but only found Blue, Great and Coal Tits.
Comng back via Southleigh Farm there were fewer gulls than usual on the fields but the
majority today seemed to be Herring (with quite a few Lesser and Greater Blackbacks)
rather than Black-headed

K. Thorney Island north of Deeps
With little wind and the threat of approaching rain I thought the late afternoon
would be a good opportunity to see Short-eared Owls hunting on the Thornham
Marshes and I did manage to see one make two brief sorties over the rough grass
south of the Great Deeps and well to the west of the landing lights area.
Before going along Thornham Lane I spent some time scouring the flooded field west of the
main road and north of the Little Deeps for the three White-front Geese but with no luck
- best bird there was a handsome cock Pheasant among the Teal, Moorhen, Coot and
Heron. Heading on down the main road I checked through the flock of Canada Geese
in the field east of the road and south of the Little Deeps, but again no luck. My last
chance came at the gate into the east fields opposite the entrance to Eames Farm, and
here I had some luck as I spotted a Grey Goose on the grass south of the Great Deeps
in the area where the Deeps make a curve to the north. After a few moments watching
this lone goose it turned towards me and I saw it had a ‘white face’, and shortly after
that a second goose in the long grass near the first put its head up from grazing and I
had two White-fronts but despite watching them for at least five minutes during which
the two birds kept disappearing and then re-appearing (due to the unevenness of the
ground, the length of the grass, and the alternations of head up wariness and head
down feeding) I could not be sure there were more than two birds though I think all
three were present.
Cycling along Thornham Lane I was able to check the Alexanders plants on which there was
plenty of fresh growth but no sign as yet of a flower umbel, and after seeing the
Short-eared Owl where the made up road ends I cycled on to the east seawall where I
put up two Snipe on the shore and had a distant view of well over 5,000 gulls in their
night roost area along mud on the Cobnor side of the Thorney Channel. The tide was
low and acres of mud were exposed and looking south towards Stanbury Point I could
see two large loose clusters of medium sized waders which appeared inactive - I think
they were Knot and numbered around 150 but could not be sure.
Arrving back in Havant just after 5pm when it was dark enough to need the lights on my bike I
had a real bonus - the first Blackbird ‘evensong’ of the year from a rooftop just east of
the hump bridge over the old Billy Line
Thu 20 Jan

P. Warblington and Langstone
On a dull and windy morning I did not expect to see many birds so I picked a route for my
morning walk that was likely to give me a list of flowers for the week and I succeeded in
adding three ‘firsts for the year’ to my personal list. The first of these was female flowers
on the Hazel trees by the Billy Line at the end of Grove Road, then as I headed east and
crossed Wade Court Road my binoculars showed me that one branch at the very top of
the huge old Grey Poplar (which always flowers early) was covered in fully open catkins.
After crossing the A27 by the Pook Lane footbridge I found a lot of Dog’s Mercury was
now out (I saw my first flowers on Dec 30 but these were my first for 2005 though I have

not counted it as a first for the year). At the seaward end of Pook Lane I did have a
genuine first in the shape of Cherry Plum - one or two flowers open here and several at
the seaward end of Wade Lane. Also seen in Pook Lane and Wade Lane were Elder
bushes with leaves starting to open. Another plant worth noting, albeit planted in a
garden of North Close off Wade Court Road, was Corn Marigold in flower!
A few Redwing were in the trees at the end of my garden but the first notable sight was of
a flock of 40 Stock Dove which landed in the big field east of Pook Lane and south of the
Old Rectory. The birds in themselves were not unusual for the Warblington Farm fields in
the winter but they had a spectacular ‘leader of the pack’ leading the flock into the field - it
was pure white except for some dark in its primaries and was I am sure a genuine
leucistic Stock Dove and not one of those town pigeons which have odd patches of white
in their plumage.
Down on the water I found 54 Shelduck among the Brent but could only see two
Bar-tailed Godwits and no Golden Plover - though much later when I was at Langstone
pond a flock of around 250 Lapwing suddenly appeared overhead with at least six
Golden Plover among them. The only Black-tailed Godwits were a group of 25 in the
Wade Court wet meadow (with just on 100 Teal, 3 Herons and 8 Egrets plus at least 20
Moorhens). Near the pond a Song Thrush sang briefly then gave way to a Mistle
Thrush which fluted away for much longer. Other good birds here were a Great Spotted
Woodpecker which flew into the dead Alders at the north end of the pond and at least 3
male Bullfinch plus a few Goldfinch and small flocks of both Pied Wagtail and
Meadow Pipit.
Wed 19 Jan

I. Stansted Forest Groves
I hoped to find Lesser Periwinkle in flower in Pits Copse across Park Lane from the
Stansted Redwood Grove but had no luck with that nor with a look for early Barren
Strawberry flowers but I did see my first wild Primroses.
I saw the expected Marsh Tit and heard much Coal Tit song with Redwing, Nuthatch,
Great Spotted Woodpecker and Jay present but the best bird was not seen. just heard this was Lesser Spotted Woodpecker whose unmistakeable ‘pee-pee-pee’ came
repeatedly from the north end of the Groves between me and the ‘Emsworth Lodge’ which
guards the road into the Garden Centre.
A lone pair of Swans was on the Brick-kiln pond and at Aldsworth Pond (now full to the brim)
a pair of Canada Geese were back and several of the Coot were behaving territorially.
Here I saw at least half a dozen Tufted Duck and five pairs of Gadwall plus a single
unattached bird. Nothing much else but a lone Heron and a few Mallard.
J. Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
287.
Red-throated Diver: A wave of these birds passing west through the channel
gave a report of 50 passing Dungeness and 15 passing Christchurch Harbour on Jan
15
288.
Black-throated Diver: One has been in the sea area off Christchurch Harbour
from Jan 2 to 16 at least
289.
Great Northern Diver: One was reported from the Emsworth Channel of
Chichester Harbour on Jan 14 by Gary Fennemore - one day before the sighting of one
there by Colin Savage which I have previously reported.
290.
Red-necked Grebe: One was seen in Chichester Harbour by a group of
birders at Black Point (Hayling) on Jan 16 (one day after one was seen to fly east past
Christchurch Harbour in Dorset).

291.
Black-necked Grebe: The group of six which frequent the Langstone Channel
in Langstone Harbour were seen again from Budds Mound on Jan 16 by Kevin Stouse
and others
292.
Mute Swan: Two were back on Brick-kiln Pond south of Stansted Forest on
Jan 19 and on Jan 18 the Langstone Mill Pond pair were together on their pond with
only one of their last year's offspring still trying to hang onto mum's apron strings (but
doing so at a safe distance from the adult pair).
293.
Whooper Swan: Two were on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 16 and Ben
Rackstraw, who saw them, expressed some doubt about their wild origin, Last year
two Whooper's were also in the Chichester area - from Jan 11 to 15 in Pagham
Harbour, from Feb 15 to 24 on Ivy Lake, and on Apr 10 and 14 they flew over Sarah
Patton's home by the Chichester bypass. On hearing of the April reports I wrote at the
time "I did express some doubt over their origin when they were being reported from
the Chichester Lakes between Jan 11 and Feb 24, and several things about these two
current sightings make me even more suspicious about any wild origin for these two.
Firstly, the last dates for similar migrant species seem to have been Mar 5 for the
Whitefronts at Scotney and Mar 8 for the last Bewick's Swans (at Pulborough Brooks).
Secondly where have these two Whoopers been in the six weeks that they were last
seen at Ivy Lake? And thirdly, taken with the previous question, these two current
reports of birds apparently commuting between Ivy Lake and somewhere to the west of
Chichester, would fit in very well with the birds having a more permanent residence in
some local wildfowl collection (possibly the Brook Farm Trout Lakes beside the Ham
Brook stream just north of the railway at Nutbourne which was I think the origin of
several local sightings of Bar-headed Geese a few years ago)."
294.
White-front Goose: The three which returned to the Thorney Island Little
Deeps area on Jan 9 were still there on Jan 16 when Ian Julian got some good photos
of them (after he saw them in the rain with the Havant Wildlife Group on the previous
day).
295.
Grey-lag Goose: On Jan 17 one dropped in to join the identity parade at the
Gosport Cockle Point giving you a choice of Black Swan, Greylag Goose, Ring-billed
Gull and Iceland/Kumlien's Gull as the 'best disguised escapee from the Haslar
detention centre' which which is just across Haslar Lake from the pond where these
birds are based. (To add to the variety a pair of Tufted Duck arrived on the Cockle
Pond on Jan 18)
296.
Canada Goose: A pair were back on Aldsworth Pond north of Emsworth on
Jan 19 - no doubt intending to nest there.
297.
Pale-bellied Brent: Three were in the Western Yar area of the IoW (between
Yarmouth and Freshwater) on Jan 15 and on Jan 16 one was in the Normandy Marsh
area of Lymington and another was at Farlington Marshes.
298.
Brant: Jason Crook saw one in the Chalkdock area of Langstone Harbour
(between Broadmarsh and North Binness Island) on Jan 16 and on that same day one
turned up in Bembridge Harbour (to be only the second Brant ever seen on the Island)
though Kris Gillam commented that it had a very narrow neck collar and was probably
not a full blooded Brant.
299.
Gadwall: At least five pairs were back on Aldsworth Pond (north of Emsworth)
on Jan 19 where the pond was full to the brim.
300.

Ruddy Duck: Two were on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 16

301.
Buzzard: On Jan 16 Steve Copsey watched a pair displaying 'with much
mewing' over the Botley Woods

302.
Peregrine: Pete Hughes (RSPB warden at Pulborough) on Jan 13 watched a
pair of Peregrines hunting a Kestrel which they forced high up into the air above
Amberley Wild Brooks - despite of lengthy pursuit of their prey it avoided becoming a
meal for the Peregrines.
303.
Red-legged Partridge: On the morning of Jan 13 John Goodspeed watched a
dozen of these birds on frosted fields at the west end of Portsdown, and on Jan 15
Brian Fellows saw half a dozen in the fields of Tournerbury Farm on south east
Hayling.
304.
Avocet: Jason Crook saw 13 Avocet at Farlington Marshes on Jan 15 and
upped that to 14 on Jan 16 but there are probably more in that area as an 'A Smith'
reports seeing 15 there on Jan 15
305.
Ringed Plover: Brian Fellows had a good count of 72 at Black Point during the
Jan 15 WeBS count
306.
Golden Plover: I see that there was an impressive flock of more than 5000
birds at Pegwell Bay (near Margate) on Jan 15 - we had nothing to match that in
Hampshire but there around 700 on the Lymington marshes and an inland flock of 50
over the Farley Mount area west of Winchester (and even 14 at Farlington Marshes)
307.

Little Stint: One was at East Head (Chichester Harbour) on Jan 15

308.
Purple Sandpiper: I have not yet seen any reports of these at Southsea in
2005 - the only Hampshire reports have been of up to 7 at Barton on Sea - and there
have been no more than 5 reported from the Isle of Wight (Bembridge Foreland) but
Portland has had up to 11 (on Jan 8) and Christchurch Harbour just topped that with 12
on Jan 9.
309.
Ruff: The top score for Ruff currently in southern England seems to be 15 on
Amberley Wild Brooks (Jan 13) with 12 in Kent near Sandwich Bay (Jan 6) as runner
up but Christchurch Harbour seems to be a good place to see them with 6 there on Jan
2 followed by several more reports up to Jan 18 when 5 were seen. I have heard no
more of the 'probable' seen at the Kench on Hayling Island (Jan 9) which was flushed
by dogs before it could be confidently identified.
310.
Jack Snipe: I have not seen any reported from Farlington Marshes so far this
winter but Jason Crook tells me has had one on the Langstone South Moors (I think
back in December). One at Eastleigh Lakeside on Dec 31 and one at Emer Bog (east
of Romsey) on Jan 9 are the only published Hampshire records for this winter but
maybe we will have more luck as the birds start to move back to breeding quarters.
The only current new reports are of 2 in Christchurch Harbour on Jan 13 (with 89
Common Snipe) and 1 in the Folkestone area of Kent on Jan 14.
311.
Common Snipe: Locally Bob Marchant had a good count of 36 in the
Hook/Warsash area on Jan 16
312.
Black-tailed Godwit: There were at least 25 in the Wade Court 'wet meadow'
at Langstone on Jan 20 but bigger counts in the last few days have been 110 at
Farlington Marshes on Jan 16, 95 in Cams Bay (Fareham Creek) on Jan 15 (part of the
flock of 550 in the north west of Portsmouth Harbour on the previous day), and 150 in
Christchurch Harbour on Jan 15.
313.
Spotted Redshank: There have been five or six present at Lymington
Marshes up to at least Jan 19 and there may well be three in Chichester Harbour (two
were at the Thorney Great Deeps and one at East Head on Jan 15) with another two
on the Western Yar (IoW between Yarmouth and Freshwater) also reported on Jan 15.
An interesting report is of one at Farlington Marshes seen on Jan 15 by the same A.
Smith who saw 15 Avocets where no one else saw more than 14 (I have seen no
reports of them at Farlington since Sep 5 last year, but I have been told that one has

been seen fairly frequently in the Redshank roost at the Hayling Oysterbeds through
the winter)
314.
Redshank: On Jan 16 Trevor Carpenter estimated there were 200 in the
Cams Bay area whereas Dave Wheatley only found 58 in the whole of Fareham Creek
for the WeBS count on the previous day. Trevor had 240 there on July 31 last summer
(and 188 on July 18) and I assumed these were large flocks of passage birds rather
than residents in the area, so maybe this count is of birds already setting off on return
passage thinking the winter is over? More likely it was just a normal winter high tide
roost - that sort of count would not be out of keeping with winter WeBS counts for the
roost at Fleetland just across the water from Cams Bay (and I am not sure what part of
Fareham Creek Dave Wheatley counts!)
315.
Common Sandpiper: Jason Crook saw the Hermitage Stream bird
somewhere in the Broadmarsh area on Jan 16
316.
Little Gull: John Shillitoe found an adult in the Chichester Harbour entrance
when he was at Black Point on Jan 17
317.
Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport bird was seen on Jan 16, 17 and 18 in the
Cockle Pond/Haslar Lake area.
318.

Iceland Gull: Seen again in the Haslar Lake area at Gosport on Jan 17 and 18

319.
Sandwich Tern: On Jan 16 one was seen from Farlington Marshes and
another in Chichester Harbour at Black Point, then on Jan 17 one was in the
Langstone Harbour entrance, Further afield the Isle of Wight had its first ever January
record of this species with one at Bembridge Harbour on Jan 19 and back on Jan 13
there was one at Sandwich Bay in Kent.
320.
Guillemot: On Jan 14 a total of 5650 auks (most of them Guillemots) went
west past Dungeness in just 75 minutes and on Jan 15 another 400 Guillemots went
west at Dungeness but there has been no increase in sightings further west along the
south coast.
321.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: One was heard in Pitts Wood (north west New
Forest) on Jan 16 but we are not told if the noise heard was drumming, the 'chick' call,
or the territorial 'pee-pee-pee' which is to be expected at this time of year and which I
heard repeatedly when I was in the Stansted Forest Groves on Jan 19 (the bird was
somewhere near the 'Emsworth Lodge' which stands at the entrance of the road
leading to the Garden Centre)
322.
Woodlark: A flock of 7 were in a weedy field at Mottistone (south of the IoW),
seen there on Jan 14, 15 and 16.
323.
Rock Pipit: Jason Crook reports that there were 8 at Farlington Marshes on
Jan 16. This is the highest count anywhere in Hamoshire this winter.
324.
Waxwing: Hampshire had it biggest ever flock with 81 in the Fleet area on Jan
16 and I suspect that reports of 43 in Farnborough on Jan 17 may have been the same
flock as may have been a flock of 50 in the centre of Farnham on Jan 18. In the
Southampton area there were still 34 at Hedge End on Jan 17 and on Jan 18, while
driving along the M27 in the West End area, Trevor Carpenter saw 8 go south west
over the motorway towards the Rosebowl cricket ground. Other recent reports include
18 at Crawley in Sussex on Jan 9 (with 8 still there on Jan 16), 9 briefly in a garden at
Holbury (alongside the Fawley oil refinery) on Jan 13, at least one in Midhurst on Jan
14, a lone bird at Erringham Farm on the Sussex Downs above the River Adur on Jan
15.
325.
Goldcrest: David Holland heard one singing at the Ordnance Survey offices
close to Southampton Common on Jan 17. This is the first report of singing that I have
seen this winter.

326.
Great Grey Shrike: One of the New Forest birds was seen at Pitts Wood near
Godshill on Jan 16 and a new bird was found on Jan 18 on Ludshott Common (just
within Hants, north of the A3 as it approaches Hindhead)
327.
Raven: A pair has been regularly seen in Christchurch Harbour near
Bournemouth and as early a Jan 9 they were indulging in their 'tumbling' display flight
before flying north - just one of the birds was seen on Jan 18 (could the other be
already on a nest?), and the Lymington pair were seen together on Jan 16.
328.
Brambling: 60 were still in the Eartham woods between Chichester and
Petworth on Jan 14 with roughly the same number of Chaffinch.
329.
Siskin: Still very scarce - the only person to report having seen a 'flock' of
them (no number given) is the A. Smith mentioned above - he saw them in Pitts Wood
(New Forest north west)
330.
Twite: One was again seen at East Head in Chichester Harbour on Jan 15 with
three Snow Buntings.
331.
Hawfinch: Just one was seen at the Mercer's Way site by the Romsey 'canal'
on Jan 16
PLANTS
31. Honesty: This colourful first for the year was found by John Goodspeed at the edge of
the golf course behind his house on Portsdown on Jan 16
32. Cherry Plum: On Jan 8 I found hundreds of buds opening on trees in the Langstone
area and on Jan 20 there were flowers fully open in both Wade Lane and Pook
Lane
33. Wild Primrose: Following Richard Carpenter's find of some flowering in Botley
Woods on Jan 9 I found a few in flower in the Stansted Redwood Groves area on Jan
19
34. Also found (on Jan 20 before putting this bulletin up on the website) were Grey Poplar
catkins open by Wade Court Road in Havant and female flowers on Hazels by the
Hayling Billy trail in Havant, plus more Dog's Mercury in Pook Lane and leaves
beginning to open on several Elder trees.
INSECTS
13. Red Admiral: Another was seen by Andy Horton in the Shoreham area on Jan 16 and
there is late news of one found over-wintering in a shed in a Yorksgire garden on Jan 8
14. Painted Lady: There are two reports of these on the wing in south Devon at places
five miles apart in the first week of January.
15. Brown Plume Moth: Paul Boswell saw one in flight by day at Greywell in north
Hampshire and says he was surprised to see that when flying its body was held
vertically, head up.
16. Other moths seen recently: Paul Boswell also recorded the first Early Moth at his
kitchen window on Jan 5 (plus a Spring Usher at the same window on Jan 12) and
Mike Wall in Basingstoke had an early Common Quaker on the night of Jan 11. Also
seen have been The Chestnut, Dark Chestnut, December Moth, Winter Moth, Oak
Nycteoline and several Mottled Umbers plus a micro that was probably Acleris
ferrugana and (at Hedge End) Ypsolopha ustella. Another early catch was of a
Dotted Border taken by Peter Allen at North Gorley near Fordingbridge on Jan 12.
OTHER
24. Muntjac Deer: Three were seen in the Normandy Marsh area south of Lymington on
Jan 2 and there has been another sighting there in week ending Jan 16

25. Water Vole: Yet another report of Water Vole active in winter - David Holland saw one
swimming at the Lower Test Marshes on Jan 14
26. Hare: One or more seen in the Normandy Marsh area in week ending Jan 16
Tue 18 Jan

J. Havant Langbrook Stream, Budds Farm and Langstone Mill
The sky was clear but, despite bright sunshine, the air was chill in a strong west wind as I
set out on my poster round this morning. The Sweet Violets and Fools Parsley were still
flowering in St Faith’s churchyard, and more Alder catkins were out beside the
Langbrook stream but the wind kept most birds out of sight until I reached the South Moors
when I had a brief glimpse of a hunting male Sparrowhawk showing a reddish buff
breast as it shot out of the old dairy farm orchard, turned on a sixpence and shot back in
again - this was almost certainly the same bird which I saw hunting here on my last visit.
Out on the orchid field south of the Autoliv factory I put up a single Snipe which rose
without calling and flew low over the ground giving me the thought of Jack Snipe but it then
rose high into the air as it reached the trees, showing a long bill as it flew north over the
factory. Later I met Jason Crook and he told me that he had seen at least one Jack Snipe
in the channels of the South Moors SSSI this winter (and also said that he has had no
sightings of Water Pipit there recently to confirm the birds reportedly seen by people
walking with Kevin Stouse on Dec 19).
A dozen Goldfinch were giving chattering subsong from the trees around Budds Mound,
and on the Budds Farm pools there were plenty of Teal and maybe 20 Shoveler but only
5 or less of Pochard, Tufted Duck and Mallard, while I only saw one Little Grebe, a
couple of Coot and no Moorhen or Swans. Going down the steps to the very exposed
shore west of Budds Farm I found the wind had not deterred the waders from feeding
before the tide rose and cut off their access to food for several hours - Dunlin, Ringed
Plover, Grey Plover, Turnstone, Oystercatcher and Curlew were all to be seen with
Brent and Shelduck among the gulls further out. Over by Broadmarsh slipway the Swan
pair still had at least six of their cygnets with them and a single male Stonechat was still
on the south facing slope of Budds Mound. Both here and at the mouth of the Langbrook
Stream I saw no Wigeon but there was a single Rock Pipit in the stream draining the
South Moors where it passes under the peripheral fence close to the seawall.
The Chichester Harbour shore off Langstone village was a bit more sheltered and had at
least 30 Black-tailed and 40 Bar-tailed Godwits with a few Lapwing and Redshank but
no Golden Plover that I could see. The inevitable Kingfisher was at the Lymbourne
stream outfall by the mill and a single dejected Swan cygnet was on the mud nearby
making me think the Mill Pond Swan pair had already driven off last year’s brood to leave
them free to build this year’s nest but when I got to the pond I saw the adult pair together
but with one cygnet still hanging on at the opposite end of the water.
In the Wade Court pony field south of the house there were still half a dozen Black-tailed
Godwits feeding in the wet grass with 6 Grey Heron and 3 Egrets (another 9 Egrets were
in the fields north of the house) but there were many fewer Teal than recently and only 15
Moorhen.
Before setting off up the Wade Lane path I scanned the branches of the Cherry Plum
trees for an early first flower - while I did not find one there were many flower buds showing
white as they began to open and I will be surprised if there are still no flowers open next
week.

WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 10 - 16 (WEEK 2)
Sun 16 Jan

N. Nutbourne Bay
A brief afternoon visit found a single Avocet giving excellent views at the point of the spit
where the Ham Brook flows into the bay. Hundreds of Wigeon and Teal were in the wet
meadow and at least a dozen Snipe got up from it.

O. Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
608.
Great Northern Diver: One was in the Emsworth Channel of Chichester
Harbour, seen from Thorney Island by Colin Savage, on Jan 15. I believe this is the
first to enter any of the Solent Harbours this winter.
609.
Red-necked Grebe: Simon Wright tells us that someone saw one from Black
Point on Jan 14 - this again would be a first for Chichester Harbour this winter. It could
well have been the bird that was off Puckpool Point near Ryde on the IoW on Jan 13.
610.
Slavonian Grebe: Colin Savage had two sightings of single birds as he was
going round Thorney Island on Jan 15 but as Andy Johnson had seen a group of six
from Black Point on Jan 9 this is not unexpected.
611.
Shag: 12 were seen off Puckpool Point on the north east corner of the IoW on
Jan 13. Among them were three adults showing the distinctive breeding crests on
their heads - I read that these crests (unlike the breeding plumage on most birds) are
relatively short lived and vanish well before the breeding season is over
612.
Bittern: One flew into reeds close to the reserve building at Farlington Marshes
at dusk on Jan 15 when five WeBS counters had just gathered there to compare notes
so it was well observed. This is the first to be seen at Farlington this winter and Bob
Marchant also had a first at Hook/Warsash on Jan 13 (though that may have been one
of the birds that have been at Titchfield Haven since Oct 10 last autumn).
613.
Little Egret: Brian Fellows made an unusual observation at Brook Meadow in
Emsworth on Jan 13 of one apparently being chased by a female Sparrowhawk. I
doubt the hawk really thought it could bring down such a large bird and was probably
just venting its annoyance on the Egret for flying over and disturbing the smaller birds
that the hawk was after - now if the hawk had been a Goshawk....... Another
interesting observation comes from Ian Calderwood's WeBS count on Jan 15 when he
found 14 Egrets back in the Elson Wood heronry area at Gosport where they have
been breeding since 1998 (maybe 1997). These birds were not necessarily nesting
but there were only 6 seen there in the equivalent December WeBS count.
614.
Great White Egret: The regular bird was back at Mockbeggar Lake near
Ringwood on Jan 14
615.
Grey Heron: At the Elson Wood heronry the number of these counted by Ian
Claderwood had doubled from 7 in December to 14 in January (Jan 15 WeBS count)
and they too are probably starting to nest.
616.
Bean Goose: No more news of them in Hampshire (and incidentally my
suggestion that the 23 Greylags reported over the Lower Test reserve on Dec 24 were
the departing Bean Geese has been strongly refuted by Simon King who says he not
only saw the flock clearly enough to identify them but had seen the same flock of 23
Greylags in that area at least once before Dec 24). Just to keep up our hopes I see
that on Jan 12 at Dungeness a flock of around 80 Bean Geese flew south out into the
English Channel - will they come back? and where?

617.
White-front Goose: At Dungeness on Jan 13 a flock of 65 arrived in off the
sea and flew inland. Locally the three White-fronts which I reported in my last bulletin
as having been seen back on Thorney Island by Mike Prince on Jan 9 may still be there
as Barry Collins told Brian Fellows that they had been in fields west of the Thorney
Main Road but gave no date.
618.
Snow Goose: Presumably a feral bird or escape there is one at Brading
Marshes RSPB reserve which has I think been there since Nov 1 and which is a 'blue
phase' bird. I think it associates with a flock of up to 250 Canada Geese there.
619.
Canada Goose: During the December WeBS count at the Portsmouth IBM
Lake I was pleased to see that only one bird was there but the count on Jan 15 found a
flock of 12 which seemed to be already paired and probably waiting to defend their
chosen nest sites. I see that, as part of the same count, Ian Calderwood found another
nine that may also have an eye on nest sites around the moat of Fort Brockhurst in
Gosport.
620.
Barnacle Goose. The reduced Baffins Gang of 8 Barnacles and a hybrid
Bar-Head were still at Titchfield Haven on Jan 12.
621.

Pale-bellied Brent: One was still at Farlington Marshes on Jan 15.

622.
Shelduck: The birds which were on the Langstone-Warblington shore (where I
counted 77 on Jan 4) may have moved into Langstone Harbour as I found 86 in the
large outer pool of the Oysterbeds on Jan 14. Another interesting count comes from
the north west shore of Portsmouth Harbour where (during the Jan 15 WeBS count)
Ian Calderwood recorded a total of 202 at Hardway and the Bedenham/Frater area
(where the December WeBS total was only 43).
623.
Wigeon: When I walked along the west shore of Fareham Creek at high tide
on Jan 13 I was impressed by a show of around 150 Wigeon in Cams Bay (I was
looking into the sun and could not be sure of the exact number) but I feel fairly
confident in it as I see that on Jan 15 Ian Calderwood recorded 150 just round the
corner off the Mod Defenc Munitions site.
624.
Chiloe Wigeon: George Spraggs found one at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth on
Jan 13. I think this may be a new addition to the site list for this pond.
625.
Mallard: It won't be long before the big winter flocks disperse to breeding
areas but on Jan 8 there was still a total of 348 more interested in food than sex,
showing it by turning up at the Titchfield Haven evening feed provided by the County
Council (hopefully paid for by the money taken from birders wanting to enter the Haven
rather than out of our rates).
626.
Shoveler: Five of these provided the only colour on the IBM Lake when I made
the Jan 15 WeBS count - with them I could only find one Pochard and three Tufted
Duck, and this paucity of birds there drove me to look back at the Hampshire Bird
Reports for 1981 and 1982 to see that my memories of the early 1980s were correct those were the days when we expected Smew on the lake every winter and I see that
flocks of up to 150 each of Pochard and Tufted Duck were not unusual (both there and
at the Sinah gravel pit on Hayling where there has been a similar decline in numbers).
627.
Pochard: Titchfield Haven still managed to produce a total of 72 coming to the
evening feed on Jan 8 but on Jan 14 I could only see 6 on the Sinah gravel pit (with one
Tufted Duck - I know I did not have a comprehensive look and may have missed some
but I'm sure there was no substantial flock there).
628.
Red Kite: John Simons tells me that in addition to other raptors which he saw
in the area to the north of Rowlands Castle over the Christmas holiday period there
was a single Kite soaring with six Buzzards.

629.
Buzzard: I see that four were seen displaying over the Titchfield Haven area
as early as Jan 2
630.
Merlin: On Jan 15 one was perched within 20 yards of a perched Peregrine in
the Pilsey area of Thorney Island, another was seen hunting over Farlington Marshes
and yet another was seen over the north west shore of Portsmouth Harbour.
631.
Peregrine: An SOS walk party on Jan 12 saw one perched close to the nest
box on the Shoreham Power Station Chimney and no doubt we will soon be getting
news of breeding activity from other wel publicised nest sites (on Chichester Cathedral
and the Sussex Heights tower block in Brighton.
632.
Water Rail: I see that the SOS walk party mentioned above went on the look
for Bewick's Swans in the Arundel area and while there they were shown 3 Water Rails
attracted out into the open by a well know Sussex birder playing a tape of their calls ..
discuss the morals of this among yourselves, not with me!
633.
Moorhen: Driving into the Portsmouth IBM site for the WeBS count on Jan 15
the first birds I saw where a pair of Moorhens mating on the roadside grass (again,
dicuss the morals among yourselves ..)
634.
Avocet: 13 were still present at Farlington Marshes on Jan 15 and on Jan 16 I
had excellent side on scope views of one at Nutbourne Bay (right at the tip of the spit
where the Ham Brook stream flows into the harbour.
635.
Lapwing: We recently heard of a flock of 2000 at Pagham Harbour (on Jan 3)
but that was nothing compared to a flock of 6200 seen in East Kent on Jan 6 (reported
on the Sandwich Bay website as being seen at New Downs Farm in that area). More
recently David Holland hs told us that more than 1400 could be seen at the Lower Test
reserve near Southampton on Jan 9
636.
Sanderling: Doug Robertson saw 85 on the Hayling Bay shore opposite the
Lifeboat Inn near Eastoke Corner on Jan 15
637.
Black-tailed Godwit: Ian Calderwood found 550 on the northwest shore of
Portsmouth Harbour (around the MoD Defence Munitons site) during the Jan 15 WeBS
count - this compares to a total of 150 there during the Dec WeBS count (and those
were the only ones recorded in Portsmouth Harbour in the Dec count).
638.
Whimbrel: Colin Savage saw one on the Thorney Island shore of Emsworth
Channel on Jan 15 - this is a regular spot to see them in most winters but this is the first
time I have heard of one there this winter (though there was one in the Fishbourne
channel near Chichester on Dec 16 and another sighting of one on the Bosham
Channel on Jan 1
639.
Spotted Redshank: There have been several reports of a single bird in
Chichester Harbour since November but on Jan 15 Colin Savage saw two at the
Thorney Deeps.
640.
Greenshank: Also seen by Colin Savage at the Thorney Deeps on Jan 15
were 7 Greenshank and in Hampshire the bird at the top end of Fareham Creek which
I first heard of on Dec 29 was still there when I looked on Jan 13 and was seen by Dave
Wheatley during the Jan 15 WeBS count. What was probably another one was seen
just south of the mouth of Fareham Creek on that same day.
641.
Kittiwake: The 2003 Sussex bird report says that there were no records of
these gulls at the Newhaven or Seaford cliffs (between Brigthon and Beachy Head)
during 2003 so it is good to know that a few were at least seen offshore at Newhaven
on Jan 6. I think they may have done better in 2004 as I have one report of them 'at
nest ledges' in the Seaford area on Feb 7 and on Apr 28 some were seen off Seaford
being 'harried by Skuas'. Very definite news of breeding success came from Adrian
Thomas of the RSPB Brighton office who reported the first chick leaving its nest at

Seaford on July 12 and in August Joanne Chattaway saw both adult and juvenile
Kittiwakes 'diving for sprats' off Newhaven.
642.
Sandwich Tern: During the Jan 15 WeBS count two were seen off Farlington
Marshes and at least one was in Chichester Harbour off Black Point on that same day
643.
Ring-necked Parakeet: On Jan 12 a flock of 9 flew east over the M23
Junction 10 (north east of Crawley) - this is unusual in Sussex where in 2003 only nine
birds in total were reported during the year (one report of two birds, the others all
singles).
644.
Short-eared Owl: Two were still to be seen over the Thornham Marshes (near
Thorney Great Deeps) on Jan 15 and there was still at least one at the disused Hamble
airfield near Warsash on Jan 14.
645.
Kingfisher: While I think there is no possible nest site anywhere along the
Lymbourne stream which flows out at Langstone Mill that has not deterred the male of
the pair which have been seen at the Langstone Mill outfall through the winter from
staking his claim to the female if and when they get on the housing ladder - Ian Julian
has recently seen the male presenting the female with an offering of fish.
646.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: After having to wait until Dec 24 before
Titchfield Haven got its first sighting of this species in 2004 the site is off to a flying start
in 2005 with a sighting on Jan 2.
647.
Skylark: Several had been heard singing at Portland Bill on Jan 6 but the first
local record of song comes from Jim Berry who heard two singing on Walderton
Down (near Kingley Vale) on Jan 12. An even more significant Skylark observation
comes from Paul Winter and is due to man's best friend (especially beloved by birders)
- a yapping dog running wild over fields at Chilling (just west of Titchfield Haven).
During the Jan 15 WeBS count the dog put up a flock of Skylarks which Paul estimated
numbered 300 birds (and which he would never have seen had it not been for the
dog).
648.
Water Pipit: One was at Farlington Marshes on Jan 15 - only the second I
have heard of there this winter (the first being seen by Cliff Oakley on Dec 15).
Another single was seen during the Jan 15 WeBS count by Ian Calderwood at the
Gosport Defence Munitions MoD site. Incidentally I have heard no more of the small
group of perhaps four seen on the Langstone South Moors on Dec 19 by Kevin
Stouse's walk.
649.
Waxwing: Most people are probably by now fed up with reports of the
Waxwings at the Hedge End retail park near Southampton where there have been up
to 49 birds in the fortnight that they have been there. Up at Fleet there were 56 on Jan
15 and on Jan 14 there were around 30 in the Chineham area of Basingstoke but none
of these compare with the 200 reported from Bracknell during the past week.
650.
Song Thrush: A pair had hatched three young in a nest at the Brighton
Pavilion by Jan 14
651.
Blackcap: David Holland went to see the Waxwings at Hedge End, got bored
by their prolonged absence and took a short walk nearby during which he heard and
then saw a male Blackcap singing - he does not say if this was the prolonged subsong
they often make from the centre of thick cover during the winter or the full song with
which they greet the spring - maybe since he saw the bird it was the latter.
652.
Greenfinch: Brian Fellows was the first to hear song from a Greenfinch on Jan
7 so I was not too surprised to hear full song (without the butterfly like song flight) from
one at Fareham Creek on Jan 13.

653.
Linnet: A flock of around 700 birds was put up from the Chilling fields by the
yapping dog on Jan 15 (see my note above re the 300 Skylark that were put up with the
Linnets)
654.
Snow Bunting: A single bird was still on the Goring beach (Worthing area) on
Jan 12 (its fourth day there)
655.
Yellowhammer: On Jan 8 a flock of around 60 birds was in the area around
Dungewood Farm (north of Little Atherfield which is just west of St Catherine's Point on
the IoW) and a similar number were still there on Jan 14
656.
Reed Bunting: Up to 20 were still coming to feeders at Titchfield Haven on
Jan 14.
657.
Corn Bunting: A group of 5 was seen on Thorney Island near Pilsey on Jan 15
and one or two were seen at Dungewood Farm north of Little Atherfield on the IoW on
Jan 14 (when there were still more than 200 at Rye Harbour).
PLANTS
83. My count of flowering plant species for the year to date is 75 with 53 seen in the
past week.
84. Kingcups: A single plant with three flowers open was in the canal ditch outside the
IBM buildings at North Harbour in Portsmouth on Jan 15 - two of the flowers had
already dropped their petals so I assume the flowers have been out for about a week.
85. Common Whillowgrass: The number of plants in flower beside Waterloo Road in
Havant had grown to at least 40 by Jan 15. Maybe they are some sort of perk for the
firm of Accountants (Morris Crocker) who own the carpark where the plants grow as
that firm are, I think. the official auditors of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust accounts.
86. Sweet Violets: Anoter extensive display of these can be seen on the roadside of Park
Road at West Town in Hayling - Red Clover was also flowering in the same grass.
87. White Melilot: A couple of plants still flowering on the edge of the carpark alongside
Langstone Harbour entrance south of the Ferry Inn on Hayling
88. Common Alder: Just one of these had its yellow and black catkins open in the
Parchment area of Havant near the Homewell stream on Jan 13.
89. Dog's Mercury: Richard Carpenter found his first plants in flower in the Botley Woods
on Jan 12 and also foud the first genuine wild woodland Primroses out there on Jan
9
INSECTS
67. Red Admiral: At least seven have been seen nationwide since Jan 1, four of them in
Hampshire (one at Winchester on Jan 1, a second at Farlington Marshes on Jan 12
and the third sighting was of two at Barton on Sea on Jan 13.
68. Silver Y moth: Three of these summer migrant arrivals have been seen - two in the
Scillies on Jan 4 and 12 and one in Hertfordshire on Jan 7.
69. Unidentified caterpillar: On the morning of Jan 12 I collected a small pile of mail from
the external letter box on my house in central Havant and took it indoors to sort. In the
middle of the pile found a small bright green caterpillar which, surprisingly, was not
squashed. I put it in a saucer on the table and went to find a large glass jar in which to
hold it captive until I could decide its identity and what best to do with it. Returning a
few minutes later the caterpillar had done a runner and was nowhere to be seen, and it
remained on the run for at least 36 hours until this evening (Jan 14) when, as I was
sitting down at my computer I straightened out the a large woolly jersey I was wearing
and the caterpillar fell out on to the chair on which I was about to sit down. This time I
was prepared and successfully captured the beast which is now in a large jar with a

selection of grasses and leaves (including bramble) from the garden so that it can
either eat or pupate under the mass. The caterpillar is just under 3cm long, has four
pairs of prolegs (plus six normal thoracic legs and claspers at the rear), and has a light
brown head contrasting with a bright green body on which there are no obvious
markings or hairs (though there is a hint of some vague yellow markings which do not
form lines or any clear pattern). The body is relatively 'plump' for its length. From past
experience (particularly with Cucullia asteris on Sea Aster) I know that colour can be
more off-putting than helpful in identification but the body-length and time of year may
be good clues. So far, with only the Collins Field Guide to Caterpillars (Carter and
Hargreaves) among my books I have found just one possible candidate - Large
Skipper. My book gives the body length as 28mm when full grown (I think my beast is
already that length) and illustrates the caterpillar with the right shade of green and the
brown head (but with a yellow stripe along the line of spiracles which mine does not
have), and it implies that the caterpillar of this species could be in caterpillar form at
this time of year as it is said (in September) to construct a winter shelter of grasses in
which it 'hibernates' before emerging to continue feeding in the spring.
OTHER
47. Fox: A sighting of a Fox on the disused Hamble airport affords a peg on which to hang
a reminder that we are now well into the Fox mating period (mainly in January) during
which the dogs can be heard barking and the vixens howling at night. If you are lucky
you might well see a pair of Foxes out during the day with the male patiently following
the vixen, never letting her out of his sight and waiting for the slightest encouragement.
48. Hare: Richard Carpenter is the first to report a sighting this year - he found two in fields
near Soberton and watched them chasing each other but the Jill did not yet have to
resort to 'boxing' to curb the enthusiasm of the Jack.
49. Bats: I have long understood that no bats remain in hibernation right through the
winter and that every couple of weeks or so they emerge to fly round and rid their
bodies of accumulated 'waste' which could poison them if they slept right through the
four or five month winter. However I had always thought that they only came out on
warm days when the sun was shining and did not fly at night in winter. This week
however Steve Mansfield told me that he had recently seen a large bat over the M3
near Fleet services before sunrise and in the course of answering his question as to
who is the 'Bat Recorder' for Hampshire to whom he should report the sighting I learnt
that a recent survey by the Hampshire Bat Group has shown that there is significant
night time bat activity through the winter (at least on warmish nights). If anyone else
has observations for the Bat Recorder he is Brian Edgeworth who lives in Lee on
Solent and can be contacted by phone on 02392-552719.
50. Trout: I know very little about fish but I can well believe that a 4 lb (1.8 kg) Sea Trout
landed by an angler at Fareham Creek on Jan 15 was pretty large - my Readers Digest
book of Water Life tells me that Sea Trout can exceptionally live for 20 years and grow
to a lenght of 140 cm but gives no weights. Thanks to Dave Wheatley for this news
which he acquired while carrying out the bird (WeBS) count on Saturday.
Sat 15 Jan

J. WeBS count at the IBM Lake in Portsmouth
Details to follow
Fri 14 Jan

L. Havant to Gunner Point by cycle
Details to follow

Thu 13 Jan

Q. Fareham Creek
After lunch I went to carry out a count of gulls night roosting in Fareham Creek which I was
pretty sure would result in a nil return (as it did) but I was also sure that I would enjoy a
walk along the shore from Cams Bay to the Delme pool (and I did).
Parking in what I still think of as the Birdwood Grove carpark (though it can now only be
reached via Shearwater Drive through the new housing west of Birdwood Grove) I was
soon on the shore of Cams Bay with the tide high and the water covered with around 150
Wigeon, at least 20 Teal, and three or four Goldeneye - the first bird I saw was a smart
male Goldeneye within twenty metres of where I was standing.
Heading west along Heavy Reach I saw the first of a dozen or more Little Grebes and
where the creek turns sharply north I saw a group of three Mergansers and disturbed a
couple of noisy Redshank.
I was now opposite the Salterns Quay grassland where I was supposed to focus my
search for roosting gulls but at most I could see a dozen Black-headed and one Common
Gull flying around in a hopeful search for food. The creek here is relatively narrow with the
Wallington River creating a continuous current that would sweep any gulls that decided to
sleep here down into the northeast corner of Portsmouth Harbour, and (as far as I know)
all the gulls that spend their nights in Portsmouth Harbour do so out in the centre of the
harbour in areas that are exposed mudbanks at low tide as well as being well away from
land predators such as foxes and from human disturbance (though I am not sure what the
gulls do in stormy conditions when the centre of the harbour is exposed to wind and wave)
The golf course to the east of the creek had a flock of just over 50 Brent and a couple of
Oystercatchers plus one Green Woodpecker which I saw more than once on the grass
or flying across it.
Round the next bend in the creek (where you pass the busy Town Quay area of Fareham)
I came across my first small collection of gulls but it was clear that they were interested in
two men sitting on a park bench (in the Bath Lane recreation ground) who had probably
been feeding them, and upstream of them, around the Swan Quay housing which is built
out into the water, I came across the expected small herd of around 20 Swans.
It was now approaching sunset and gulls were beginning to flight down over the west end
of Portsdown after a day on inland fields and I learnt something about their daily routine
which I did not know before - this was that nearly all of them used the relatively fresh
water brought down to this top end of the creek by the Wallington River to have a
wash and a drink before heading off across the golf course towards their harbour
roost. Nearly every gull dropped down onto the water in two places (mainly in the Delme
Pool north of Swan Quay but some used the open water south of the housing) and began
bathing for perhaps two or three minutes before taking off (often shaking themselves as
they go airborne like dogs coming out of the water). They did not then fly down the creek
but took a direct line to where the creek debouches into the main harbour, going over the
Cams Hall buildings and golf course. At one stage the Delme Pool group must have
numbered around 300 birds, each bird actively bathing, and this frenzy of activity went on
for at most fifteen minutes around sunset - among the birds I saw just one adult Lesser
Blackback and a couple of immature Herring Gulls but the great majority were
Black-headed with a few Common Gulls (and I heard the quiet cat-like mew of at least
one Med Gull overhead). After watching them I walked a little further north to where the
path meets the road serving the Cams Hall buildings and when I came back past the place
where I had been watching the gulls less than 20 minutes later the water was still and
there was not a gull in sight (and that applied all the way down the creek on my return
walk).

Also about sunset I heard a chattering of Jackdaws and looked up to see a flock of 4
Jackdaws high in the air heading south towards the immense winter corvid roost within the
MoD ‘Defence Munitions’ site around Elson Wood where I think the birds spend the night.
Later I spotted another 40 Jackdaws coming from the north but did not see the Rooks and
other corvids that spend their days to the west of Gosport and are a daily dawn and dusk
sight over Hill Head and Titchfield. Lower down a group of five Pied Wagtail flew west
towards their night roost (possibly at the Peel Common sewage works?). The Brent were
the last to leave the golf course, flying out into the harbour at 16:55 when it was pretty well
dark and I was well on my way back to the car.

R. Around Havant
A Mistle Thrush could be heard singing first thing this morning and a short walk
around Havant gave me my first Common Alder with male catkins open on a young
tree in The Parchment housing off South Street. Slightly unexpected was one
bramble bush still having flowers (I saw another later in the day) but there were no
unexpected birds - song came from Song Thrush, Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Collared
Dove and Wood Pigeon, and the sight of a colourful male Chaffinch reminded me
that they will start singing in the next week or so.
Wed 12 Jan

K. Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
332.
Red-throated Diver: The first to be seen in Hampshire this year were two
reported by Mike Rafter watching from Hust Castle on Jan 8
333.
Black-throated Diver: A 'probable' was seen from Ventnor on the IoW on Jan
9 among 14 Red-throated also seen there that day.
334.

Great Northern Diver: Three were seen from Selsey Bill on Jan 9.

335.
Great Crested Grebe: One was starting to show summer plumage in Pagham
Harbour on Jan 9 (I have already reported two seen starting their mutual display on
Eversely gravel pit in north Hampshire on Jan 3)
336.
Slavonian Grebe: Only two could be seen off Church Norton on Jan 9 but
there were six on the water off Selsey Bill that day with three more flying west. Maybe
the six off Selsey also flew west as Andy Johnson saw a group of six in the mouth of
Chichester Harbour (off the Hayling Lifeboat station) on the same day.
337.
Fulmar: I have already reported the return of 8 to their nest cliffs at St
Catherine's Point (IoW) on Jan 6 and on Jan 8 a total of 24 were seen off Ventnor.
338.
Manx Shearwater: A single bird flew east past Brighton on Jan 9 (and two had
been seen off Portland Bill on Jan 1). Last winter none were reported between the end
of October and the start of April.
339.
Cormorant: George Spraggs saw one in breeding plumage at Black Point on
Jan 9 - not the first to be spotted but they should soon be a regular sight.
340.
Little Egret: Brian Fellows saw 9 feeding in a pony field south of the Sussex
Brewery pub in Emsworth on Jan 10 (i.e. between Slipper Mill Road and the Thorney
Main Road) - not sure if this is a new site for them.
341.
Great White Egret: Fears that the bird at the Blashford Lakes had abandoned
that site (as it had not been seen there since Jan 2) were allayed when John Clark saw
it briefly perched on the parapet of Ibsley bridge before it flew off in the direction of
Mockbeggar Lake on Jan 9. Probably it has found better feeding in the Ibsley water
meadows ...

342.
Mute Swan: On Jan 7 twenty of the expected fifty Swans were missing from
Emsworth Mill Pond and I suggested they might have been encouraged by the gales to
return early to their breeding sites - some backing for this theory came when I found
the regular pair back (for the first time) on Budds Farm Pools on Jan 11, but on Jan 10
Brian Fellows found the expected 54 back on the Emsworth Mill Pond.
343.
Whitefront Goose: The three birds which were near the Little Deeps on
Thorney at the start of December were seen again somewhere along the Great Deeps
on Jan 9 but more significantly a total of 13 were seen by John Clark in the Avon Valley
on that day - these were near Avon village south of Ringwood and consisted of a pair
with four youngsters plus seven other adults. This is good news as last winter only two
were seen in the Avon Valley and they may not have been fully wild birds.
344.
Brent Goose: On Jan 11 I found a lone juvenile on the Langstone South
Moors near the Tamarisk Pool with no other Brent anywhere in sight.
345.
Brant: Tom Bickerton found one with Brent in Stoke Bay (immediately south of
the Hayling Oysterbeds) on Jan 9.
346.
Gadwall: Russell Wynn's summary of birds seen at the Lymington Marshes
during December notes the arrival there on Dec 4 of a hybrid between Gadwall and
Pintail - apparently it stayed for some time but I am not sure if it is still there.
347.
Pintail: Russell gives a peak count of 350 for the Lymington Marshes in
December
348.
Long-tailed Duck: One was reported off East Head at the mouth of
Chichester Harbour on Jan 8 - maybe this is the bird that was in the Emsworth Channel
at the start of December but which has not been reported since Dec 9
349.
Velvet Scoter: Two which flew west past Selsey Bill on Jan 8 are the first to
get a mention along the south coast this year.
350.
Red-breasted Merganser: George Spraggs had seen one starting to display
at the Kench on Dec 29 but Brian Fellows was very pleased to see the four males
which appeared unexpectedly on the Emsworth Town Millpond on Jan 10 actively
displaying to the three females accompanying them.
351.
Ruddy Duck: At least one was on Swanbourne Lake at Arundel on Jan 9 to
give Bernie Forbes and Owen Mitchell one of a record breaking 112 ticks on their
(belated) New Year's Day bird race. I think the previous record count for New Year's
Day in Sussex was 108 so Bernie and Owen did remarkably well this year and showed
great stamina in continuing the chase right through the day despite a foolish decision
to set out at 3:30 am searching for birds with a flashlight (they effectively saw nothing
until first light!)
352.
Goshawk: John Simons watched one over woods in the Finchdean area
(north of Rowlands Castle) for a good ten minutes on Dec 27.
353.
Harris Hawk: On Dec 29 John Simons came on a female devouring a carcase
near West Marden (north of Stansted Forest) and he tells us that it belongs to a local
falconer who also has another female, a male and a young bird (all Harris Hawks). I
think he is implying that the bird he saw is a long term escapee.
354.
Ringed Plover: Andy Johnson had a count of 157 in the high tide roost at
Black Point on Hayling Island on Jan 9
355.
Knot: On Jan 8 Andy counted 800 in the Black Point area at low tide but he
could only find 21 roosting at high tide on Jan 9
356.
Sanderling: Also in the Black Point high tide roost on Jan 9 were 63
Sanderling.

357.
Little Stint: Best of all in the Jan 9 high tide roost at Black Point were 2 Little
Stint (among 2000 Dunlin) - I cannot recall them being seen there before and I guess
they must have been birds that are normally across the water at West Wittering from
which they had been disturbed that day.
358.
Ruff: Tom Bickerton may have seen one among roosting Bar-tailed Godwits at
the Kench on Jan 9 - I think from what he says he saw a bird's leg with a ring on it
among the Godwits but could not get a good view of the bird to which the leg belonged
before the birds were put up by dogs running too near them.
359.
Jack Snipe: Barrie Roberts saw one among 27 Common Snipe which he put
up when walking at Emer Bog (the HWT reserve near Baddesley Common east of
Romsey). Another was reported on the same day (Jan 9) from the semi-urban
Ferrying Rife (a small tidal creek/stream running along the west side of dense housing
at Ferring which is the west end of Worthing)
360.
Black-tailed Godwit: In stormy weather on Jan 11 I found at least 20 on the
edge of the flooded area in the pony field behind Langstone Mill Pond among the many
Teal and Moorhens which are regulars there in winter - I cannot recall seeing Godwits
in this field before.
361.
Green Sandpiper: I had my first for the year as I walked down the Langbrook
Stream on Jan 11 - it was in the stream towards the south end of the Brookmead Way
housing but it probably the same bird that Alistair Martin saw in the Lymbourne
cressbeds on Jan 5,
362.
Arctic Skua: These are scarce at this time of year but one was seen off
Brighton on Jan 1 and possibly the same bird off Worthing on Jan 2 - no other reports
so far this year.
363.
Great Skua: A Bonxie was off Selsey Bill on Jan 9 (perhaps the bird which
lingered in the Portland area at the end of December up to Jan 1).
364.

Little Gull: An adult was off Selsey Bill on Jan 9

365.

Kittiwake: 71 were seen off Ventnor on Jan 9

366.
Sandwich Tern: At least two were still in the mouth of Chichester Harbour on
Jan 8 (seen from East Head)
367.
Guillemot: One of three seen off Hurst Castle on Jan 8 by Mike Rafter was
coming into summer plumage (going black on its throat and breast)
368.

Little Auk: One reported going west off Selsey Bill on Jan 8

369.
Great Spotted Woodpecker: Graham Osborne has reported hearing
drumming in the New Forest on Jan 6 but since then Rob Edmunds tells us that he not
only heard several drumming in the Fleet area on Jan 9 but had heard one there as
early as Christmas Day.
370.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker: Malcolm Dixon found one near Fleet Pond on
Jan 11 - not sure if it was a lucky visual or if he located the bird by its 'pee-pee-pee'
calls which should soon become frequent.
371.
Rock Pipit: I had one for my year list on the Langstone South Moors shore on
Jan 11.
372.
Water Pipit: Between Jan 8 and 10 there were sightings at Brading sewage
works (IoW), Sidlesham sewage works, Lower Test Marshes and Normandy Marshes
(Lymington).
373.
Waxwings: The latest sightings to come to my notice are of up to 80 in Fleet
town, 15 still at Hedge End, 8 in Alton, at least 5 still in Midhurst, 2 or more near Hythe
on Southampton water and 4 flying south over Hambledon towards Portsmouth, I

have also heard that Sonia Bolton (who lives in Southsea) saw a flock of 200 when in
Belfast on New Year's Day.
374.
Fieldfare: John Simons says that there were up to 2000 in the Finchdean area
over the Christmas period (with some 300 Song Thrushes but less than 100
Redwing). Latest report is of 150 Fieldfare on Thorney Island on Jan 9.
375.
Redwing: I was pleased to have at least 8 perched in trees in my Havant
garden on Jan 11
376.
Magpie: On Jan 9 Paul James came across one in the Ferring area of
Worthing which had pale brown in place of the black areas of its plumage.
377.

Twite: One was again seen at East Head in Chichester Harbour on Jan 8

378.
Snow Bunting: Three seen with the Twite at East Head on Jan 8. These three
were still at East Head on Jan 9 when a single bird was seen on the beach at Ferring
(west end of Worthing) and the latter bird was still there on Jan 11
379.
Corn Bunting: On Jan 9 at least 2 were in the mixed flock of small birds around
Lee Farm on the South Downs south of Storrington and north of Worthing. The flock
at Rye Harbour numbered 225 on that day!
PLANTS
35. So far I have found 58 species in flower in 2005.
36. Meadow Buttercup: A large plant with two flowers open in Langstone Mill Lane on
Jan 11
37. Danish Scurvy Grass: Not yet in flower but small leaves now appearing in the bare
roadside patches where salt has killed all other vegetation near the Langstone
Roundabout at Havant.
INSECTS
17. Ladybird: These hibernate in large numbers in places such as the crevices of tree
bark but do not normally emerge until March but on Jan 8 John Goodspeed found at
least one active in the Milton area of Portsmouth
OTHER
27. Fallow Deer: On Jan 8 the Havant Wildlife Group saw two bunches of Fallow in fields
between East and West Marden. Just east of Lockash Farm one bunch of 14 deer
included 3 that were white coated (a regular strain in this area and in the New Forest)
and to the west of Up Marden another bunch of 10 deer all had normal coats. None of
the deer had any visible antlers so presumably the bucks have now left the does which
they jealously guarded during the recent rut - if that is so the sexes will remain
segregated until next autumn.
28. Slow-worm: These normally hibernate underground from October to March but on
Jan 9 John Goodspeed found a freshly dead corpse near Fort Purbrook on Portsdown.
He thinks it had been killed by a Magpie or Fox but I doubt any predator would have
dug it out from underground so I guess it had been tempted out by mild temperatures
and met its death while too sluggish to take evasive action.
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K. South Moors. Budds Farm and Wade Court
With a very strong south west wind driving low clouds which threatened rain at any time I set
out to take the Nature Notes posters to Langstone via the South Moors and Budds Farm
hoping to see something before the rain arrived.
Just before leaving home a party of at least eight Redwing arrived in trees at the bottom
of my garden but most birds were keeping their heads down though I did hear song from

Robin, Wren, Blue Tit, Collared Dove and Wood Pigeon and one garden in Grove
Road had a clump of what looked like wild Primroses in full flower - another garden
further along that road used to have a show of wild Lesser Periwinkle in past years until it
changed hands and the new owners cleared out the flower beds and I was pleased to see
this morning that some of the Periwinkle has survived (though with no flowers yet).
Crossing the main road into Havant from the A27 I was also pleased to see the first leaves
of Danish Scurvy Grass on otherwise bare soil in the central reservation (where salt has
killed off other plants while encouraging the Scurvy Grass) but it will be a week or so
before there is any likelihood of flowers.
Heading down the Langbrook Stream behind the Langbrook Close houses (south of the
approach road to the old IBM site) I was pleased to add a new bird to my year list as a
Green Sandpiper took off and shot down stream showing a bold white rump, then
confirming its identity with sharp calls as I followed it and put it up for a second time. The
next bird of interest was probably a hunting Sparrowhawk which shot across my path so
fast and low that the alarm calls from nearby small birds did not come until the bird was
already out of sight - my uncertainty about its identity came from the fact the brief glimpse
I had seemed to show a very small bird (no bigger than a Mistle Thrush) with a very rich
brown back, flying very fast at my waist level so that I could only see the back - the size
seemed too small for a female Sparrowhawk and the brown seemed too rich for a young
male Sparrowhawk - maybe a female Merlin?
My next good bird was a Snipe which got up noisily from the South Moors ‘orchid field’
south of the Autoliv factory to give me another year tick. At Budds Farm I found the Swan
pair back on the water for the first time since last summer - presumably the pair that
normally attempt to next there - and with them were the usual collection of wildfowl though
I neither saw nor heard a Little Grebe (but at least one Wigeon had come in to escape the
strong wind).
The sea was rough and the tide very high but at least 60 Wigeon were riding out the storm
with nothing else in sight other than one Cormorant and one Great Black-back gull and
it remained the same as I followed the sea wall back to Langstone until I was near the
Langbrook stream mouth when the wheezy calls of a Rock Pipit gave me another year
tick (I had good views of the bird as well as hearing it).
At the mouth of the stream a few Wigeon, Oystercatcher, Redshank and Turnstone
were waiting for the tide to turn, and as I headed up the stream two Canada Geese flew
over to give me another year tick. While watching them fly west over the South Moors I
realised there was another goose on the ground there - a single Brent which is not an
unusual sight, especially when the migrants are about to depart (when those few which
are going to opt out of the journey and stay here for the summer often segregate
themselves from the main flocks by coming ashore here). This lone bird, however, was a
juvenile leaving me to puzzle as to why it was there on its own - injured? sick? stupid and
lost?
In Mill Lane I stopped to put up the poster I had been carrying and then paused to look at
the ferns on the outer wall of the West Mill. There is a good show of Rusty-back Fern
here (the only site I know for it anywhere in ‘my patch’) but what attracted my attention this
time was the top of the wall on which fresh grey-green lichen cups had just appeared
(probably Cladonia fimbriata?) among a very pretty show of moss carrying fresh
‘lanterns’ on long poles (Bryum capillare?). This mention of Moss and Lichen reminds
me that on my way to Budds Farm I walked round the edges of the old IBM Club tennis
courts and noticed a lot more of the brown algae which I call ‘Landweed’ (to distinguish it
from ‘Seaweed’) and which I seem to remember has a generic name of something like
‘Nostock’...
Carrying on along Mill Lane, just before the turning into Harbourside, I found two bright
new flowers on a tall plant of Meadow Buttercup, and over in Langstone High Street I

picked a sample of a flowering Speedwell which (after checking it’s fruit capsules at home)
I believe to be Green Field Speedwell to match the Grey species I found last week.
By the Royal Oak and along the front of Langstone Mill Pond the high tide was just
overtopping the seawall path and I was interested to see that the stormy conidtions had
brought twenty or so Black-tailed Godwit to the sheltered flood in the pony field south of
Wade Court (where there were also 3 Herons, 9 Egrets, more than 20 Moorhens and
many Teal). Another 6 Egrets were sheltering north of Wade Court
WILDLIFE DIARY AND NEWS FOR JAN 3 - 9 (WEEK 1)
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P. Latest News and Reports
BIRDS
658.
Red-throated Diver: 105 flew past Dungeness on Jan 5 showing that the flood
of these birds passing through the channel has not yet abated. The first of the autumn
landed on the sea off Ryde on Sep 23 and by Oct 8 Dungeness reported the first big
movement (again an estimated 120 birds). The first Sussex report came from Selsey
Bill on Oct 20 closely followed by one in the Hurst area of Hampshire on Oct 24.
Relatively few were reported during October (just ten reports with a max count of 10 in
Rye Bay) but Dec 1 brought a count of 90 from Dungeness with 64 there on Dec 4 and
229 on Dec 5 followed by 184 on Dec 9 and an extimated 500 on Dec 10 but only 97 on
Dec 11. The last big count of 2004 was of 175 at Dungeness on Dec 18 and the first of
2005 was the 120 on Jan 5 with which we started
659.
Black-throated Diver: The only report so far in 2005 is dated Jan 2 and refers
to one which seems to be settled off the Kent coast at Sandwich Bay
660.
Great Northern Diver: Three reports from our area this year - one at Selsey
Bill on Jan 2 and one off Seaview on the Isle of Wight on the same day (could be the
same bird) and one in the Seaview area again on Jan 8. At least one was fishing in
Portland Harbour on Jan 1 and 3
661.
Little Grebe: On Jan 1 there were six in the Oysterbeds area (presumably in
the Lagoon?) and by Jan 7 a total of 8 were in the Emsworth ponds. A good place to
see them locally is the west end of the Thorney Great Deeps where a small flock
collects each winter (I could only see five or six there on Jan 1)
662.
Red-necked Grebe: The only report for this year so far is of one in Portland
Harbour on Jan 2.
663.
Slavonian Grebe: The highest recent count off Church Norton seems to have
been 9 on Dec 27 with no more than 6 there this year. The only local bird was one in
Chichester Harbour off Black Point on Jan 1
664.
Black-necked Grebe: The great Lee Evans visited Hampshire on Jan 6 and
saw 12 of these in the Langstone Channel Deeps area from Budds Mound. In addition
to the total of 14 which Jason Crook believes to be in Langstone Harbour I see that 5
were in Portland Harbour on Jan 2 following a report of 2 there on Dec 28
665.
Fulmar: These are now probably gathering at all their regular nest cliffs and
Jan 6 brought news of 8 seen at Gore Cliff (at St Catherine's Point on the IoW) with a
note that 5 of them settled on cliff ledges.
666.
Manx Shearwater: Two were seen from Portland Bill on Jan 1 but no other
sightings have been reported this year.

667.
Cormorant: I see that Ardingley Reservoir (just south east of Crawley) has a
significant roost of these birds - no count but a comment from Colin Brand that "guano
covered trees indicate growing roost numbers". Locally there was a count of 21 going
to roost at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31.
668.
Shag: On Jan 6 Martin Gillingham saw one fishing in the Portsmouth Harbour
entrance from the Camber Docks in old Portsmouth and on Jan 8 George Spraggs was
the first to see one back in a favourite winter site at the mouth of Langstone Harbour
where it works the Sinah Lake area from the ferry round to the north end of the long
shingle spit (old railway line!) north of the Kench.
669.
Bittern: Barry Yate's report for December at Rye Harbour gives a max count of
three there during that month, and on Dec 28 I see that 3 were seen at Burton Mill
Pond (just north of the Downs on the east side of the A285 Chichester to Petworth
Road). There are thought to be two birds at Titchfield Haven currently but no definite
reports from there so far this year.
670.
Night Heron: I think that a lone annonymous report of one at Burton Mill Pond
on Dec 28 requires further confirmation - these birds are normally summer visitors
(though they have been seen in all months) and my Shell Guide tells me that a juvenile
is not unlike a Bittern (of which three were reported at the same site on the same day).
671.
Little Egret: Barry Yates' December report for Rye Harbour gives 40 as the
maximum count of Egrets night roosting there during the month and this follows counts
there of 43 on Nov 8 and 53 on Sep 27 (all in 2004). Max counts at Rye of 26 birds in
2002 and 28 in 2003 give some measure of the general increase in numbers and
spread of these birds in recent years. The latest count from Rye is of 31 on Jan 5
672.
Great White Egret: The bird which has been at the Blashford Lakes near
Ringwood since Nov 6 may have moved on as no one seems to have seen it since Jan
2.
673.
Mute Swan: The recent gales, plus the mild weather, may well have caused
some Swans to abandon winter flocks and return early to more sheltered nest sites.
Brian Fellows notes that the flock on the Emsworth Town Mill Pond numbered 56 on
Jan 3 (a normal winter flock size), but on Jan 7 he could only find 34 of them still
present.
674.
Bewick's Swan: The total in the Arundel area on Jan 2 was 39 birds with an
additional unspecified number in the Pulborough area while the count at Ibsley on Jan
2 and Jan 6 was 8 birds (6 adults + 2 first winter)
675.

Black Swan: The Gosport bird was still at the Cockle Pond on Jan 2

676.
Bean Goose: We may have lost our Hampshire flock but there is an elusive
flock of at least 13 in Kent (seen at Sandwich on Jan 1) and a flock of around 50 in the
Rye Harbour area (seen near Scotney Court on Jan 3 by Tony Wilson)
677.
White-front Goose: A group of 9 were in the Selsey West Fields on New
Year's Day and what was probably the same group of 9 flew over Pagham Harbour
towards Selsey on Jan 3. On Jan 2 Tom Bickerton saw 3 at Pulborough Brooks but the
biggest flock by far was of 70 birds seen (in addition to the 50 Bean Geese) at Rye
Harbour on Jan 3 by Tony Wilson.
678.
Snow Goose: These are a regular sight in the Eversley/Moor Green area on
the Berkshire border and five were seen there on Jan 3. (John Clark saw 6 there on
three dates last September).
679.
Canada Goose; A full count at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31 gave a total of 325
but there is no mention of the 'albino' bird being there nor of the 'minima' race bird
which I saw heading west past Langstone South Moors on Dec 31. I am pleased to
say that I still do not have Canada Goose on my 2005 year list but I see that if I did want

that dishonour I could cycle down the Main Road to the Thorney Great Deeps where
Brian Fellows saw 42 of them on Jan 3 (even worse I could search out the lone bird
that lives on Emsworth Town Millpond!).
680.
Cackling Canada Goose: As I reported earlier one of these 'minima' race
birds flew west past the Langstone South Moors in a flock of around 30 normal
Canadas on Dec 30
681.
Barnacle Goose: Richard Carpenter reports that one of the 9 birds forming
the infamous 'Baffins Gang' had disappeared from Titchfield Haven by Dec 31 leaving
just 8 of them there.
682.
Brent Goose: Not sure whether this is unusual but the Titchfield Haven
website reports that six of them were on meadows within the reserve on Christmas
Day.
683.
Brant: Jason Crook tells us that the regular 'intergrade' (I assume this term
means 'degraded from the pure form by interbreeding between sub-species') bird that
has been around the Hayling Oysterbeds for several winters was to be seen among a
flock of 530 Brent in the isolated meadow north of the main road through Northney
(east of the North Common carpark) on Dec 29 where it was later seen by George
Spraggs on Jan 2. Late news from Pagham Harbour is that the North Walls bird has
not been seen there since Dec 18 (maybe it moved to Gosport where it was first seen
on Dec 29 and was still there on Jan 2). On Dec 31 Jason Crook found a 'pure' Brant at
Farlington Marshes
684.
Pale-bellied Brent: One was in Newtown Harbour nature reserve on the IoW
on Dec 30 and on the same day one was on the Gosport playing fields (could have
been the same bird)
685.
Egyptian Goose: One was back at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31 after maybe
visiting Calshot Marshes at the mouth of Southampton Water on Dec 29. Jan 3
brought news of 3 at Eversley in the north of Hampshire.
686.
Shelduck: The number of birds in the Langstone-Emsworth area has
increased considerably this last week. On Jan 3 Brian Fellows found 40 in Emsworth
Harbour (he had only seen 22 there in November) and on Jan 4 I counted 77 on the
north shore between Langstone Bridge and Warblington (there may well have been
more as Brian Fellows saw 50 on that day looking north from north Hayling) - my
highest count in this area this winter has been 46 on Dec 22 (in past years it was not
uncommon to see 100 here).
687.
Mandarin Duck: At least six were on Burton Mill Pond (west of Pulborugh) on
Dec 30 and nine were on Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest on Jan 3.
688.
Wigeon: More than 960 were in Pagham Harbour on Dec 31 and a full count at
Titchfield Haven on that day came up with 278 there, Maybe even more are now
reaching us from the continent as the Dungeness observatory reports the arrival of 120
'flying in from the south east' on Jan 5
689.
Gadwall: On my New Year's Day round I found 4 on Bedhampton Mill Pool
and 2 on Budds Farm Pools and on Jan 3 Brian Fellows was surprised to find a pair of
them on the sea in the main channel serving Emsworth Harbour.
690.
Teal: On Jan 4 I counted 90 on the recent flood in the meadow south of Wade
Court at Langstone and I suspect that other similar new floods have attracted many
away from the main sites - on Dec 31 a full count at Titchfield Haven only produced 239
birds where there had been more than 350 at the beginning of December.
691.
Mallard: No more tiny ducklings to report since those at Arundel on Dec 27 but
on Jan 3 Brian Fellows reported having seen a pair mating at Emsworth in the New
Year week.

692.
Pintail: Owen Mitchell gives a peak count of 392 Pintail for Pagham Harbour in
the second half of December. On Jan 3 Brian Fellows estimated a count of 40 at the
Thorney Great Deeps (central area seen from the Main Road) and on that day John
Hilton estimated there were 100 on the Lymington Marshes. A smaller count of 20
came from the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour on Jan 4.
693.
Pochard: A full count of wildfowl at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31 recorded 70
Pochard (65 had come to the evening feed there on Dec 24)
694.
Ferruginous Duck (hybrid?): The anonymous report of one seen on Sinah
gravel pit on New Year's Day has now been supported by the original finder (Nick
Godden) who writes on Hoslist ... "Sorry this is a little late, I've only just managed to join
the Hoslist group. I was the one who reported it on birdguides on saturday. Living in
Berkshire I was just down here for the day and saw it distantly from the lay-by on the
gravel pit, asleep for most of the time, but it did put its head up briefly when the looked
to be 'ok' as far as I could remember (I've seen 1 male before when I was probably too
young to pay much attention to bill patterns!). I didn't have much time to look at it
closely as it was asleep and getting dark so as Jason suggests it probably was this
hybrid, I was aware there was one in the area but thought it was a female which is why
I reported it. I did try to mention on birdguides that I wasn't sure but they edited that bit
out! "
695.
Tufted Duck: Maybe the shortage of these this winter is coming to an end. I
see that there was a peak count of 183 at Rye Harbour in December with 114 present
on Jan 3, and Brian Fellows has found that the number on the Emsworth Town
Millpond had gone up from 19 in mid-December to 26 on Jan 7
696.
Red-breasted Merganser: Among a long list of reports of early breeding
behaviour in various birds species George Spraggs noted a Merganser already
displaying in the south of Langstone Harbour at the Kench on Dec 29
697.
Goosander: On Dec 37 Steve Mansfield saw a redhead on Alresford Pond but
it later flew off west. Locally I saw what I was certain was a redhead on the water off
Warblington church when I was at Langstone Mill Pond on Jan 3 - I hastened along to
Pook Lane to get a better view but the bird had vanished. I was dubious about
reporting it but my confidence has been restored by hearing from Alistair Martin that he
had a good view of one in the same place on Jan 5
698.
Ruddy Duck: One was seen on the Chichester Lakes by Matthew Silk on Jan
2 and on that day Simon Ingram found more than 4 on Ibsley Water.
699.
Goshawk: One was seen passing through the Old Basing area east of
Basingstoke on Jan 6 and on Dec 24 Sasha Bryson (who is I think herself a falconer)
had a possible sighting of one in a wood below Chanctonbury Ring (on the downs
north of Worthing). I will be getting my tick next Monday evening when Chris Packham
will have one with him in what looks to be a good start to a new series of 'Inside Out'
programs.
700.
Sparrowhawk: I got my first 2005 sighting of one making a display flight over
my garden this morning (Jan 9).
701.
Buzzard: I was amused by a report from Sasha Bryson, who has a farm at
West Chiltington near Pulborough, of a Buzzard doing what comes naturally and
'circling over her chicken run'. If the mild weather persists I guess the annual 'Buzzard
day' which normally occurs in March (bringing out Buzzards to soar and display over
every wood and copse) may well be brought forward this year - maybe there was a hint
of it on Moody's Down (a mile or so south east of Bransbury Common near Andover)
on Jan 3 when Mike Rafter saw 12 Buzzards in the air.

702.
Peregrine: Another piece of news from Sasha Bryson is of a pair of Peregrines
hunting together in her home area near Pulborough and managing to bring down a
Pheasant for a late Christmas dinner (on Dec 28). On Jan 2 when Tom Bickerton
walked around Thorney Island he found the remains of various Peregrine kills
including Golden Plover, Black-headed Gull, Wigeon and Turnstone. Tom also saw a
pair of Peregrines hunting together at the Lymington Marshes and watched the tiercel
(male) put up a Pigeon on which the falcon (female) stooped successfully - he notes
that she took the kill off and ate it without allowing the male any part of the meal.
703.
Red-legged Partridge: While on Thorney Island on Jan 3 Brian Fellows
watched a single bird scuttling along near the Great Deeps (seen from the Main Road).
On the same day Mike Rafter saw 10 Grey Partridge on Moody's Down in the Barton
Stacey area near Andover.
704.
Water Rail: There were at least 5 at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31 when a full
wildfowl count was made, and on Dec 29 Chris Meaney was lucky enough to see two
of them feeding in the open near Seaview on the IoW.
705.
Moorhen: A total of 42 were counted at Titchfield Haven on Dec 31 during a
wildfowl count but Colin Bates notched up a total of 63 during a long walk along the
River Itchen from Winchester south to Bishopstoke (Easteigh)
706.
Oystercatcher: While walking the circuit of Thorney Island on Jan 2 Tom
Bickerton came on a bird with the black and white areas of its plumage reversed (black
below and white above) - has anyone else seen it?
707.
Avocet: Writing on Jan 8 Bob Chapman reports a total of up to 14 at Farlington
Marshes recently, and Owen Mitchell tells us that there were 13 in Pagham Harbour on
Dec 28 with 12 there on Jan 3
708.
Ringed Plover: On Dec 29 Trevor Carpenter somehow managed to get a view
of the outer seawall of HMS Dolphin (the naval submarine base at the mouth of
Portsmouth Harbour on the west side) and counted 220 Ringed Plover there on the
sloping concrete wall facing the Solent.
709.
Golden Plover: The traditional Golden Plover roost site on the Wide Lane
playing fields (north side of the M27 junction just west of Southampton airport) seems
to have been more or less deserted this winter but a count of 210 birds at the nearby
Eastleigh Lakeside site on Dec 28 may mark the start of their return there for this
winter, but it may have just been a roaming flock making a temporary touch down as
seems to have happened at Farlingon Marshes on Dec 30 when a flock of 220
suddenly appeared there for a one day stand. I see that Dec 30 also brought 100
Golden Plover to fields in the Keyhaven area and gave us a good show at Langstone
Mill. By Jan 3 numbers in the Langstone area had built up to give Trevor Carpenter a
view of an estimated 1600 birds there (though that flock had dwindled to around 350
when Brian Fellows was there on Jan 4 - though my estimate for that day was more like
500 birds)
710.
Knot: There were up to 300 in Pagham Harbour during December and on Jan
3 the estimate made by Owen Mitchell was of more than 300 there with one already
acquiring the red breast of summer plumage. Also on Jan 3 Trevor Carpenter saw 34
when looking north from Northney towards Warblington.
711.

Jack Snipe: Simon Ingram had one at the Eastleigh Lakeside site on Dec 31.

712.
Woodcock: Will Walmsley had one in his home village of Shedfield (west of
Wickham) on Jan 1
713.
Bar-tailed Godwit: Jason Crook has now confirmed that on Dec 29 among
650 Barwits in the Northney area near Langstone there were three in full summer
plumage.

714.
Whimbrel: On Jan 1 John Swallow saw one on the shore of the Bosham
Channel in Chichester Harbour (near the Cobnor carpark south of Chidham village)
715.
Spotted Redshank: One is being regularly seen near Church Norton in
Pagham Harbour (up to at least Jan 3) and there are up to six in the Lymington area
plus one in Bembridge Harbour on the IoW (last seen Jan 7) with one seen at the
Thorney Great Deeps on Jan 2.
716.
Greenshank: Tom Bickerton saw a total of ten when walking around Thorney
Island on Jan 2 and Richard Carpenter reports a similar number by combining
sightings at Bunny Meadows on the Hamble at Warsash with those being seen
upstream at Curbridge.
717.
Sandpipers: A few more Green Sandpipers have turned up in our local area
recently - of special interest to myself was a sighting by Alistair Martin on Jan 5 of one
at the Lymbourne stream cressbeds just north of the A27 in Havant and less than half
a mile down the Billy Line from my home.
718.
Another new arrival in the Havant area has been a Common Sandpiper first
seen at Budds Farm on Jan 1 by Peter Raby and then seen (on the Hermitage Stream
south of the A27) by Ros Norton on Jan 3. On Jan 5 Derek Hale saw 2 by the Medina
River just south of Cowes on the IoW and has heard that a total of five are now
wintering there, while on Jan 6 Ian Watts saw 3 at Riverside Park by the Itchen in
Southampton (at least two more are probably by the Test on the other side of
Southampton).
719.
Skuas: An Arctic was off Worthing on Jan 2 and a Bonxie was off Portland Bill
on Jan 1
720.
Mediterranean Gull: On Jan 3 (when Brian Fellows had one in Emsworth
Harbour) Jason Crook told us that the number in Langstone Harbour was showing a
marked increase as it does each spring (usually a bit later in the year) when the birds
that intend to breed on the RSPB islands begin to return.
721.
Black-headed Gull: On Dec 28 a 'leucistic bird' was seen on the north east
coast of the IoW so keep a look-out for an 'albino' in our area.
722.

Ring-billed Gull: The Gosport Cockle Pond bird was still there up to Jan 6

723.
Iceland Gull: The second winter bird which arrived at Gosport Cockle Pond on
Dec 28 was still being seen there up to Jan 4 when Lee Evans decided (from photos on
the web) that darkish markings on its primaries made it more likely to be of the NE
Canada subspecies called Kumlien's Gull. This seems to have caused the gull to
evade watchers at Gosport (including Lee Evans) but it has been seen at Portsmouth's
Camber Dock on Jan 6 and at Titchfield Haven on Jan 7.
724.
Kittiwake: On Dec 24 I reported a flock of more than 600 feeding on fish off
Portland Bill - presumably those fish have been eaten up or moved away as on Jan 3
the number at Portland was down to 500 with 50 suddenly appearing at Pagham
Harbour. By Jan 8 35 of these had moved east to the Folkestone area were seen off
Ryde.
725.
Sandwich Tern: At least four have been in Chichester Harbour recently, seen
off north Hayling and at Black Point. On Jan 5 Andy Johnson saw three adults and a
first winter bird all together off Black Point and on Jan 6 Martin Gillingham saw one
adult flying into Portsmouth Harbour past the Camber Docks. Also on Jan 6 one adult
flew west past Shoreham Harbour.
726.
Little Owl: Birds seem to be returning to nest sites - on Jan 7 one re-appeared
in quarries on Portland Bill and on Jan 6 there was a sighting of one on Gore Cliff at St
Catherine's Point (IoW)

727.
Short-eared Owl: Two were seen at the Thornham Marshes on Thorney
Island by Tom Bickerton on Jan 2 and at least one si still being seen on the disused
Hamble airfield.
728.
Woodpeckers: A Great Spotted was drumming at Pitts Wood in the north west
New Forest on Jan 6 (first of the New Year) and on Dec 24 a single Lesser Spotted
seen at Titchfield Haven was the first to be recorded there in 2004.
729.
Skylark: The first song of the new year came from several birds over Portland
Bill on Jan 6
730.
Rock Pipit: It seems that numbers being seen along the Hampshire coast this
winter are dramatically lower than those in the 1980s (in 1984 there were estimated to
be more than 100 in Langstone Harbour during the winter) so it may be of interest that
one was in Hill Head harbour (Titchfield Haven) on Dec 28 and maybe two have been
in the Lymington Marshes recently. On Jan 2 Tom Bickerton found several on the
north shore of Nutbourne Bay and on Jan 3 Jason Crook noted a party of four moving
along the Broadmarsh shore at Havant (plus one at the Hayling Oysterbeds on the
same day). On Jan 8 two were seen at the Lower Test reserve at Southampton (where
there were 4 or more Water Pipits on Dec 30).
731.
Waxwing: Recent sightings include 10 at Falmer (north of Brighton) on Dec
28, six at Newport IoW on Jan 1, twenty five in Midhurst on Jan 2 (with 32 there on Jan
3), and on Jan 5 there were more than 120 in the Bracknell area of Berkshire. An odd
one flew over the Basingstoke area on Jan 6 and on Jan 8 there were at least 15 in a
retail park at Hedge End near Southampton (said to have been there since Jan 4).
732.
Wheatear: One was at Sandwich Bay in Kent on Jan 1 - presumably wintering
in that area.
733.
Blackbird: Richard Carpenter heard one in song on Dec 26 and I heard full
song in my garden just before first light on both Jan 1 and 2
734.
Raven: On Jan 5 Alistair Martin had one drift low overhead as he was walking
in Stansted Forest
735.
Greenfinch: Brian Fellows heard the first song of the year from one in the
Lumley area of Emsworth on Jan 7
736.
Linnet: A flock of more than 200 was seen in the Chilling area between
Titchfield Haven and Warsash on Jan 2
737.

Twite: One was back at East Head (mouth of Chichester Harbour) on Jan 3

738.
Snow Bunting: Three were at East Head on both Dec 29 and 30, and then
again on Jan 3.
739.
Corn Bunting: There were 210 at Rye Harbour towards the end of December
and on Jan 3 there were still more than 140 there.
PLANTS
90. Lesser Celandine: By Jan 9 these had started to appear in many places around
Havant
91. Cresses: Hairy and Wavy Bittercress were both easy to find in flower and Thale
Cress was also out.
92. Common Whitlowgrass: This was my best find of the week with two plants in flower
in Havant on Jan 5
93. Sweet Violet: By Jan 4 a patch of them were in flower under a big Yew Tree in St
Faith's Churchyard (central Havant near the Robin Hood pub)

94. Dove's Foot Cranesbill and Grey Field Speedwell - I collected specimens of both
when walking around Havant on Jan 6 and they are now providing bright colour on my
kitchen windowsill.
95. Cow Parsley and Fool's Parlsey: Cow Parsley can now be found in half a dozen
places around Havant while in St Faith's churchyard a big plant of Fool's Parsley is in
flower
96. Ox-eye Daisy: New flowers were opening beside the Hayling Billy trail in Havant on
Jan 4 (with Hawkweed Oxtongue still flowering nearby)
97. Snowdrop: Mike Duffy found some in flower near the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood
on Jan 3
98. Lords and Ladies: Leaves are now pushing up everywhere ...
INSECTS
70. Honey Bee?: An interesting report from Mike Duffy who was at Mockbeggar Lake
near Ringwood on Jan 3 and had to make a detour to avoid what he describes as ..
"what appeared to be a very active Bees nest, more than enough of them hovering
around the entrance of the nest to keep me on my side of the road". I presume this
was an active colony of Honey Bees and wonder if it was in fact a swarm of bees which
had been evicted by accident (someone knocked their hive over) or whether this was
(as the message seems to imply) a colony of Honey Bees which had set up their own
nest in a hollow tree and were behaving as if spring had come early. Any suggestions?
71. Moths: A trap run at the Portland Bill observatory on the last night of 2004 yielded four
moth species - Winter Moth, Light-brown Apple Moth, Acleris hastiana and
Scrobipalpa costella
OTHER
51. Weasel: One hunting roadside of Wade Lane seen by Alistair Martin on Jan 5
52. Common Seal: One seen in Chichester Hbr off Black Point by George Spraggs on
Dec 28
53. Mole: Very active currently. Brian Fellows counted 528 fresh molehills in Brook
Meadow at Emsworth on Jan 7
54. Water Vole: In addition to a winter sighting in the Itchen near Winchester on Dec 29
(reported earlier) Brian Fellows saw one swim across the Ems in Emsworth on Jan 6
55. Red Squirrel: Derek Hale got one on his New Year Day list when by the Medina River
close to Cowes.
56. Rabbit: A large and healthy Black Rabbit was feeding on the South Moors close to
Langstone West Mill on Dec 4. These are now well established in the South
Moors/Budds Farm area and elsewhere - probably from abandoned pets but there has
always been a natural strain of black among rabbits (from which the pets originated!)
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