RALPH’S WILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS – 2003
BIRDS

WEEK 52 DEC 22 - 28

SUN 28 DEC
Winter sunshine from a sky recently cleared of clouds by a fresh northerly wind invited me to walk
the shore from Langstone to Emsworth at low tide this morning. The two highlights were a
close view of a one-legged Greenshank at Langstone Mill and a flock of some 50 Skylarks over
the Warblington farm fields. Also noteworthy was the re-appearance of at least 150 Teal in the
Wade Court south meadow from which they have been strangely absent in the past few days.
+++
The Greenshank must be the bird I last saw off Nore Barn at Warblington on Nov 28 - it only has a
right leg but this is conveniently ringed with yellow over red. This morning it was in the
Langstone Mill outfall stream and having difficulty in moving about against the strong flow of the
stream and the northerly wind, and it had to use its wings to assist the start, and to steady itself
at the end, of each hop. When I got to the place where I saw it in November (in the similar
outfall stream from the eastern fields of Warblington Farm which runs in front of the Nore Barn
woodland) there was a different Greenshank. +++
In between these two ends of the shore that I walked there were more than 200 Brent and
perhaps 100 Lapwing but few other birds. The Wigeon were down to around 20 and there were
no Dunlin or Bar-tailed Godwit but I did see three Ringed Plover with the expected few
Redshank, Oystercatcher, Grey Plover and Curlew plus some 30 Shelduck. +++
Looking inland over the fields I saw at least 44 Skylark in one flock above the largest field on the
Warblington Church to Nore Barn path, probably put up with some 100 Wood Pigeons by
passing dogs, so the Skylark flock may have been considerably larger but I did not go along
that path to see. At the end of my circuit I once more saw the male Kestrel fly off from the Old
Rectory area in Pook Lane - maybe it is attracted by the presence of mice around the Pook
Lane stables?
I think a few more Green Sandpiper have recently moved into the area around Portsmouth - in
addition to the Havant newcomer that I found by the Langbrook stream on Christmas day (see
notes for Dec 25) Peter Raby today found a newcomer at a pool in the Bridgemary area of north
Gosport. I also see from recent messages that Mike Collins had another new Green Sandpiper
in Havant on Dec 25 - one back in the Lavant stream where it flows alongside New Lane in
West Leigh. This influx does not seem to have reached the Lower Test marshes which Paul
Winter visited today and found only two Sandpipers (Simon Harthill had three there on Nov 30).
Paul also found 5 Water Pipits - no change from the Nov 30 count
The only other news for today that I have seen so far comes from Derek Hale on the Isle of Wight
where he had a Firecrest in Paradise Walk on the sloping cliffs above St Lawrence (between
Ventnor and St Catherine’s Point). Inland in the Godshill area more than 70 Fieldfare (but only
one Redwing) were seen near Leechmore Cross - I think a lot of the coastal Fieldfare on the
mainland have now moved inland but these birds on the Island may be wise to remain there if it
is going to turn cold in the New Year.
SAT 27 DEC
Mike Rafter was in the area east of Cheesefoot Head today and found three Twite among the big
finch flock feeding on Sunflower seeds at Longwood Warren - on Nov 4 Mike thought he saw a
group of half a dozen Twite out on Hurst Spit but the birds flew off before he could be sure, and
on Nov 17 Bob Chapman saw two Twite with a group of Linnet on the Farlington Marshes
seawall but they have not been seen again. +++
Maybe some of the up to 200 Brambling that have been in the Longwood Warren area have
moved on as Mike could only find around 80 today, but to balance these out there were some
60 Golden Plover. Mike also watched an exciting chase of a Merlin by a Peregrine though he
did not see the full drama - it seemed that the Peregrine forced the Merlin to abandon its prey
and then caught the small bird before it hit the ground (that is all conjecture based on the
Peregrine being last seen making off with a small bird which it did not have in its talons when
first seen chasing the Merlin)

On the Hampshire coast John Faithfull had a very good tick at the Hook Links in the shape of a
Bittern. John’s sighting was at 11:50, and around 12:45 Bill Marjeram also saw a Bittern at
Titchfield Haven. We can only guess if they were the same bird but it could be that one flew in
from distant parts and touched down at Hook, decided it was not the best place to stay and
moved on to the Haven. If so there should now be at least two Bitterns at the Haven as one has
been reported there on six different days from Oct 21 to Dec 12. (Of course the Hook sighting
could have been of that original bird taking a short day trip)
Doug Robertson was also at the Haven and found a Water Pipit in Hill Head harbour sheltering
from wind and rain in the lee of a boat, offering further proof that Water Pipits do occasionally
appear on the shore.
In reply to a query posed yesterday by Steve Mansfield as to whether Little Egrets can be seen at
Woolmer Pond Richard Ford said they were rarely seen there but added that up to three
regularly roosted at Forest Mere which is only some four kilometres southeast of Woolmer but
happens to be just inside the Sussex boundary. I presume Richard means a night roost, and if
so I think it is interesting to have confirmation that at least some of the Egrets which move
inland in the winter months are happy to spend their nights in small groups close to their
chosen feeding areas rather than to fly long distances to larger, longer established roosts. I
rather suspect that there are more of these small roosts waiting to be discovered.
More Sussex news on the SOS website reveals the presence of another Great Grey Shrike - this
one on Heyshott Common not far south east of Midhurst. It was seen by Tony Deleiros who
also watched a ringtail Hen Harrier working the common and saw 8 Dartford Warblers and six
Stonechats there. (Although no Shrikes have been reported from Heyshott Common this
winter one was seen on nearby Ambersham Common by Pete Brown on Nov 19) +++
Tony also reports the presence of more than 400 Canada Geese and over 200 Greylag with many
Wigeon, Shoveler, Pintail and Teal on Amberley Wild Brooks near his home at Bury. +++
Anonymous reports say that the Yellow Browed Warbler is still at the Chichester Lakes and that at
least two Brant are still at West Wittering
FRI 26 DEC
The only Hampshire news for today comes from John Faithfull who thought that the sewage
works just south of Bishops Waltham would be a good place to get that much needed Boxing
Day breath of fresh air! Whether or not the sewage smelt fresh there were 120 Redwing, 42
Pied and 3 Grey Wagtails, a Water Rail and 2 Egrets to be seen there.
THU 25 DEC
Doug Robertson made a lengthy visit to south Hayling today, finding a Black-throated Diver and a
Slavonian Grebe on the sea at Hayling Bay, and both Gannet and Razorbill were offshore. At
high tide a wader roost on the shingle beach at Eastoke contained 32 Sanderling as well as 85
Turnstone and 112 Ringed Plover - Doug does not give a precise location for this roost but I
suspect it was west of the Eastoke corner carpark and possibly somewhere near the
Coastguard building where there is usually less disturbance from people in the winter months.
Later Doug found the Snow Bunting still at the Kench +++
Other news for today comes from Paul Winter who found the Ring-billed Gull still in the Gosport
Cockle pond area (at one time it was on the shore of Haslar Lake just south of the pond).
A Green Sandpiper made a noisy exit from the Langbrook stream, immediately south of the A27 in
Havant, as I set out on a walk to Budds Farm this morning. Though I have been told by the
owner of the property containing the Lymbourne stream cress beds that ‘his bird’ has been
there ‘through the summer’ today’s bird was the first I have seen in Havant since April (since
then I have only heard of two sightings - one by Bob Chapman on the South Moors in May and
one by Mike Collins at Budds Farm in late August). +++
Also in Havant today Mike Collins saw another Green Sandpiper in the concreted section of the
Lavant stream where it runs beside the north end of New Lane in West Leigh. For some reason
this is a favourite site for Green Sandpiper, and back on 27 Dec 2001 there were 5 here +++
Returning to my own sightings, at Budds Farm the majority of the Pochard and Tufted Duck were
sheltering from the westerly wind at the west end of the pools and a search through them
picked out the ‘Dodgey Fudge Duck’ with its reddish brown tuftless head, rufuous breast and
flanks, and white undertail. Shoveler seemed to be in the majority today with at least 34 of

them against some 30 each of Pochard and Tufties, and both Teal and Little Grebe were in
short supply - I only saw one Dabchick and about 20 Teal (which were also absent from the
Wade Court wet field though more than 20 were out on the harbour at high tide). I see that
yesterday Mike Collins found 53 Shoveler on the pools, so it may be that a fresh wave of them
is moving west through the area - perhaps the 20 that I did not see have gone to Baffins Pond?
+++
Egrets were taking advantage of the school holidays by moving into the Bosmere school
playground grass on the north side of the busy Langstone roundabout - six of them there,
another one flew out from the Langbrook stream under the A27 and two more were in their
more regular haunt on the unused Bosmere school playing field south of the A27. Later in my
walk I found two on the South Moors, four in the field south of Wade Court and nine in the pony
fields north of Wade Court - that makes a total of 22 seen by me, and the owner of a house
overlooking the fields north of Wade Court told me that he regularly sees thirty to forty of them
in those fields at first light as they emerge from the roost. +++
Another Egret exploring new territory was seen at the Kings Pond in Alton both yesterday and the
day before by Steve Mansfield - he says it is the first ever he has known of in the Wey Valley.
More news from Steve was of two more colour ringed Canada Geese now based at Alton - one
was ringed at Battersea in London in July 2001 and is enjoying its second winter at Alton, the
other has not yet revealed its past history and is hiding its ring from the public gaze. +++
One other thing that I noticed today was that Greenfinch were starting to wheeze and trill around
my garden where at least three Woodpigeon were singing, outnumbering the single Collared
Dove and the one Song Thrush and Robin also singing.
News from Sussex of yesterday’s sightings includes a Bewick’s Swan family (two adults with four
juveniles) on Lewes Brooks, and a report of a Collared Dove carrying nesting material to an
unknown site somewhere in Sussex (we are supposed to know where Brian Taylor lives, but
unfortunately I don’t!) +++
Further Sussex news for Dec 24 comes from Cliff Dean at Pett where the flock of 1200 Golden
Plover is now downsized to just 200 but some 2000 Lapwing remain there with hundreds of
Fieldfare and an ‘endless flock of Reed Buntings’. +++
At Pagham Harbour yesterday Lawrence Holloway saw a flock of 13 Avocet and at Selsey found
two out of four Med Gulls were already showing signs of developing summer plumage. In the
Church Norton area he saw two Slavonian Grebes and elsewhere he heard the wintering
Whimbrel and saw a Spotted Redshank plus a male and female Eider on Tern Island near the
harbour entrance. +++
On the previous day (Dec 23) our old friend Anon was at Pagham and reported seven Slav
Grebes and a Velvet Scoter.
WED 24 DEC
Mike Wearing phoned this afternoon when I was out and so I did not have a chance to question
him about the detail but the message I received via my wife was twofold. The first and most
exciting news was of a Waxwing seen near Mike’s home in the North End area of Portsmouth.
As I got the message it was that a single Waxwing had been seen there today, but no doubt we
will soon hear more if the bird stays around. As far as I know this is the first Waxwing of the
winter in southern England +++
The second part of the message was that the Great Grey Shrike which I reported that Mike had
seen at Woolmer on Nov 6 is still present there. It probably arrived there as early as Oct 25
when Mike had a short glimpse of what seemed to be this bird.
Mike Collins found 53 Shoveler, plus the Pochard x Ferruginous Duck hybrid, on the Budds Farm
pools at Havant today and then saw a brief appearance on the water off the South Moors of 2
Slavonian Grebes - they flew in as he was watching but were soon disturbed by a boat. +++
Steve Keen found a flock of 25 Pintail off Tanners Lane (just east of Lymington) today and I think
this is the first report of them at that site this winter (though Russell Wynn’s peak count for the
area west of Lymington in November was 82 Pintail). Another surprise for Steve was a single
Raven overhead, but a Water Pipit on the shore had been seen there before. At Sowley Pond
the Gadwall numbered 16 (Steve only saw 9 there at the beginning of December but had had
17 there on Nov 26). +++

On the River Hamble at Curbridge (north of the M27) John Faithfull today saw a Common
Sandpiper, probably the same bird he has seen there in Oct and Nov, and in the riverside trees
were 3 Marsh Tits +++
In the Chichester Harbour area Tony Gutteridge heard the ‘creaking hinge’ note of a Grey
Partridge when he was on the Chidham penninsula today. The eastern shore of this
penninsula (just east of Thorney Island and west of Bosham) has long been a good place to
find them apparently wild in the fields but I recall one autumn visit when I heard them
repeatedly and eventually located the noise as coming from a pen against the wall of a building
just north of the Cobnor Activities Centre. Birds released here might be the origin of those
recently seen on Hayling Island? +++
Across the Solent Derek Hale saw the ‘pelagic’ Black-necked Grebe again from Seaview - this
bird was first reported off Ryde on Dec 16 and was seen from there on Dec 17 by Derek. Unlike
the other grebes I think it is unusual for a Black-necked Grebe to remain on the open sea,
especially as there have been some strong winds recently. Two Great Northern Divers which
Derek also saw on the sea may have been around in that area east of the Isle of Wight since
Nov 25 though this is the first report of them in December.
Inland birds included another Great Northern Diver still on the Weir Wood Reservoir near
Crowborough in the Ashdown Forest area of Sussex (this bird arrived there on Dec 21). +++
In mid-Hampshire Mark Litjens went to the Longwood Warren area and saw a ringtail Hen Harrier
as well as the 100+ Brambling that are attracted there by Sunflowers grown as game cover.
Also in that area Mark estimated up to 3000 Wood Pigeon! +++
Just over the Surrey border at Farnham Derek Mills has up to 3 Brambling and 3 Bullfinch coming
to his bird table along with many Greenfinch. Interestingly he has only seen a single Goldfinch
recently and I think that the vast numbers of these finches that were recently being seen all
along the south coast have now found somewhere to settle down (not hereabouts!).
TUE 23 DEC
A news bulletin from Bob Chapman at Farlington Marshes today gives the good news that the
majority of the 200+ Canada Geese that have been feeding on the reserve since Oct 5 have
now left but their mascot (the ‘minima’ race half size bird aka a Cackling Goose) has
transferred its allegiance to the Brent and stayed on the reserve. Up to 2500 Brent (half the
total in Langstone Harbour) now graze on the Farlington Marshes, and more water in the
Deeps, plus wetter ground in the fields has brought more Wigeon and Black-tailed Godwits to
feed (in ‘good’ and ‘fair’ numbers respectively, whatever that may mean). +++
Out in the Harbour Bob says a single Sandwich Tern can still be seen at times, as can the single
female Scaup. Around the Deeps there are regular reports of Water Pipit (maybe more than
one present), and several Chiffchaff are wintering on the reserve in the area north of the A27.
A new feeding station put up near the reserve building for Reed Buntings is doing its job, and
the presence of a small flock of Reed Buntings may have caused one recent visitor to ask if the
flock he had seen were Little Buntings... +++
Not far from the Langstone Harbour entrance Doug Robertson today saw a Red-necked Grebe on
the sea off Hayling Bay. One Razorbill and 6 Common Scoter flew by. +++
Over on the Isle of Wight in past summers there has been a large flock of moulting Med Gulls
(James Gloyn reported 140+ in the Whitecliff Bay area south west of Bembridge Foreland on
27 July 2002 when he thought there were over 200 in total around the Isle of Wight) but I do not
know how many are to be found around the Island in winter so I can’t gauge what Chris Meaney
has in mind when he says that there were ‘many’ Med Gulls on a beach in the Seaview area
today
John Shillitoe has been scanning the Canada Goose flock at Titchfield Haven today and in doing
so noted that four of the birds had colour leg rings. He has seen other marked birds in the flock
before and tells us that one Adam Wilson has been ringing these birds on the River Thames in
the Caversham/Sonning area close to Reading. Some of the birds now at Titchfield were
ringed on the Thames in the past summer, so maybe the birds we see in the autumn and winter
range wider than most of us would think. If anyone has sightings of these colour-ringed birds to
report they should send the details to a.wilson@csl.gov.uk
Yesterday (Dec 22) Derek Hale had an early but small Christmas present in the shape of a Jack

Snipe seen by the Medina River south of Cowes - the bird was in the Dodnor/Werrar stretch.
+++
Also yesterday the Yellow-browed Warbler was still to be seen at the Chichester gravel pit lakes
near the footpath passing Ivy Lake, and down at West Wittering two genuine Black Brant and
one hybrid were seen with a single Pale-bellied Brent in the same area. There seem to be
fewer than usual of the Pale-bellied birds this winter - so far I have only seen four previous
reports of them: a single in the north walls area of Pagham Harbour on Nov 13 and 15, a single
at Farlington Marshes on Nov 16, and two seen together in the Widewater area of the Worthing
shore on Nov 25. +++
At Farlington Marshes yesterday Patrick Davies saw just two Avocet so maybe the group of up to
eight which have been there recently have moved on to join friends and relatives who all mass
in Poole Harbour for Christmas. +++
Another good local sighting on Dec 22 was a female Black Redstart seen twice near the Nursery
School in Montgomery Road at Bridgemary (northern district of Gosport) by Peter Raby. Peter
says this is only just around the corner from his home - I hope it stays for his New Year’s Day
list.
MON 22 DEC
Despite John Shillitoe's failure to see the Great White Egret at the Blashford Lakes during a quick
visit in search of Ruddy Duck this morning I have no reason to suppose that the colour ringed
bird which has been there since Nov 1 has left the area (it was certainly there when John
Shillitoe last visited the lakes on Dec 16). There is also no doubt that the second Great White
Egret which Dave Pearson found at Arlebury Park in Alresford on Dec 13, and which has been
seen there almost daily up to today (when Doug Robertson saw it), is a different bird making
two resident in Hampshire this winter, but there is some evidence of a third (and possibly a
fourth) bird being currently in the county. +++
The third bird is rumoured to be in the Itchen Valley Country Park where it is said to have been first
seen on Nov 5, and to have been seen on more than one occasion up to at least Dec 21.
Unfortunately no birder has yet reported a first hand sighting of this one, all news of it having
come at second hand via Richard Mould-Ryan (the Countryside Service manager at Eastleigh)
though these reports are good enough to convince me - the first was from Dennis Garratt (sites
manager for Hampshire Wildlife Trust) who saw one fly south over the M27 as he was driving
past the country park on Nov 5, and on Nov 21 Richard backed this up with a report from a river
keeper - Richard then told us .. 'the river keeper here has also recently reported a white egret
as large as a grey heron' and today he says, a little vaguely, that there have been several
sightings in the country park over recent weeks and .. 'The most recent sighting here was
Sunday morning I believe' - that would be yesterday, Dec 21 +++
The possibility of a fourth bird is far more tenuous and is based on a single sighting by Tony Hale
of one in flight over the Hurst Spit area of the west Solent on Dec 10. That one could have
flown on out of the county or have been a first sighting of the Arlebury Park bird which was first
seen on Dec 13, but it could have settled by the Avon Water or in the Avon Valley to await
discovery by a birder.
John Clark today went to Tundry Pond, a few miles west of Fleet in north Hampshire, where the
dominant birds were 465 Canada Geese including a single white plumaged oddity, believed to
be an albino Canada Goose which has now been with this flock at Tundry Pond for around six
years, acting as a useful marker as the flock moves around to other waters such as Fleet Pond,
Eversley GP, Dogmersfield Lake, Wellington CP and Lodge Farm at Odiham. Also present
were 40 Mute Swans, 49 Greylag, 43 Gadwall and 134 Wigeon. 'Birds of Hampshire' tells us
that before it was published in 1993 inland flocks of Wigeon were rare in northern Hampshire
and that a flock of 169 Wigeon at Greywell (on the Basingstoke Canal) was quite exceptional
(there during hard weather in Jan 1985) - normally 50 was the biggest count to be expected. In
recent years numbers have increased considerably and today's figure of 134 is nothing
unusual (this year flocks recorded at Tundry were 150 and 177 in Feb, 170 in Oct, and 184 in
Nov). +++
A more interesting count was of 22 Goosander, only two short of the 24 that were at the Moor
Green lake (on the Berkshire border) on Feb 16 this year, and I think the recent record for this

area is a count of 27 on 2 Jan 2002, though a really hard winter could bring a huge increase in
numbers into the county as it did in 1989 when approaching 200 were present in the county
(though nothing like that has occurred since then and if it did the majority of the birds would be
expected on the coast as inland waters would be frozen). The interest of today's count is
probably as another slight notch upwards of the average number coming to Hampshire each
winter - 22 present now could mean 30 or more in Jan or Feb of next year?
John Shillitoe found 20 Golden Plover with 232 Lapwing in the Long Road fields at Soberton this
afternoon. On Dec 8 he had seen 85 Golden Plover there and I had remarked that this was the
first record of Golden Plover using these fields that I was aware of, so it is good to hear that
they are still there - the count of 20 was almost certainly an underestimate as John says the
slope of the fields hid much of the area from his view. +++
For garden bird enthusiasts we have two unusual species sightings today. Richard Mould-Ryan
was surprised to see a full grown Pheasant on his bird table in the Southampton area, and in
the Test valley at Chilbolton (near Andover) Glynne Evans watched a Kingfisher perched on his
bird table, though it was only using it as a perch to view the garden pond!
SUN 21 DEC
Last Thursday I remarked on the absence of reports of Corn Bunting in Hampshire this winter and
suggested that if the Kites which had drawn many birders to Cheesefoot Head last winter were
still present we would probably have had reports of Corn Bunting from that area. This
afternoon Mike Rafter went to this area and found both a Black and a Red Kite (a mile or so
apart), and also found more than 200 Brambling on the Sunflower seeds which seem to have
been planted as game cover in the Longwood Warren area (on Dec 3 he reported a total of
perhaps 100 Brambling with many other finches feeding hereabouts) but sadly Mike does not
mention a single Corn Bunting. +++
Another elusive bird (like the Kites) which was glimpsed just once in the winter of 2001/2 and seen
again briefly today is a Great Grey Shrike in the lower Test valley. Today's sighting was by Ian
Pibworth, made during his all day stint at the Testwood Lakes, and says about it .. 'At 1540hrs,
I noticed it perched on top of a dead tree, by the river Blackwater on the other side of the
motorway. I watched it in my scope for five minutes before it dived steeply down, and was lost
to view behind a hedge. It did not appear again. I don't know if this bird has been pushed west
by the cold weather, or is wintering in the river valley? Two winters ago Simon King thought he
saw a GGS in this area, but by the time he got his bins out, it had gone.' Hopefully the
Christmas holiday will give local birders like Paul Winter a chance to track this bird down while
taking a Boxing Day walk along the Test Way, Wade Hill Drove or Ridge Lane in the the
Moorcourt area just north of the M27. +++
Other birds on Ian's list at the Testwood Lakes today included 71 Cormorant which, instead of
flying north at dawn to raid the fish further up the Test stayed to fish in the Testwood Lakes perhaps they have had a hostile reception on the river! A count of 60+ Greylag seems to show
that these birds are consolidating their invasion of this area - prior to last week only the
occasional one or two were seen here, last Sunday the count was 44 but they flew elsewhere to
feed, and today 60 or more seem to have remained in the area. There were also an increased
number of Tufted Duck present (more than 60 when the highest previous count has been 54,
with an average count of more like 20) and I find it interesting that they do not stay and feed on
the lakes but use them as a safe night roost, flying elsewhere to feed during the day. One
redhead Goosander was also present.
Kevin Stouse led a HOS walk today from Warblington Church west along the shore via Langstone
village to Budds Farm and back. Both the Fudge Duck (Pochard x Ferruginous hybrid) and the
local female Scaup, with 30 Shoveler, 20 Pochard and 20 Tufted Duck, were on the Budds
Farm Pools (the Scaup is often on the harbour), and one Black-necked Grebe with 8
Goldeneye were offshore with 4 Knot and a Rock Pipit at the water's edge. One Kingfisher and
one Chiffchaff were near the mouth of the Langbrook Stream near the West Mill at Langstone,
and at the well known Mill to the east of the village Kevin's party were the first to witness the
presence of two Kingfishers where only one is normally present - Kevin says the two were male
and female, and that there was quite a lot of vocal interaction between them, maybe indicating
early pairing (or alternatively the established bird objecting to a newcomer muscling in on the

fishing territory). These two were seen on the return trip when the tide had fallen, bringing ten
Black-tailed Godwit back to feed near the Mill. +++
On the outward journey, with the tide high, two female Long-tailed Duck were seen off Pook Lane
(halfway between Warblington Church and Langstone village) and their presence was
confirmed by Simon Wright who saw them from the Northney shore of Hayling Island (he had
heard of a previous sighting of them there last Wednesday, Dec 17). Simon also saw the Snow
Bunting still at the Kench this morning. +++
Other sightings today were of a Red-throated Diver off Titchfield Haven, and of the Ruddy
Shelduck and two Snow Buntings still in the Hurst/Keyhaven area.
SAT 20 DEC
A Blackbird was in full song at a Chichester City centre carpark when Tony Gutteridge went
shopping today. The forecast of a mild and wet Christmas could mean that others join the
chorus and it is always worth listening for them at dusk in a warm, sheltered urban
environment. +++
Another unexpected local sighting for today comes from Jeff Goodridge who went to Hayling
Island .. 'to see the gorgeous Snow Bunting and got crippling views of this delightful bird less
than ten feet away.' The unexpected sighting came when he was driving down West Lane and
passed a covey of 10 Grey Partridge in one of the roadside fields which have no hedges or
fences to obstruct the view. Jeff says .. 'All the birds were close to the roadside therefore
identification was easy despite doing 40mph southbound.' +++
A number of Red-legged Partridge seem to have been introduced to the north Hayling fields last
winter and my first encounter with them was in Feb of this year when one was noisily attracting
attention to itself and to nearby game feeders as I was crossing the fields from Northwood to
Tye Farm. In March and April I saw a pair together in fields near West Lane, and in October
Alistair Martin saw a group of 12 in the area, possibly the pair I had seen with a family they had
raised. Perhaps the person who introduced the Red Legs has decided to import Grey Partridge
this winter? If so that is good news as it is many years since I saw Greys on the island although
Pete Durnell's 'Wildlife of Hayling Island', published as recently as 2001, says that a few still
breed in the unimproved grassland on the east shore of the island.
Egret explorers have apparently claimed a new territory in north Hampshire at Mapledurwell cress
beds (just south of the M3 and north of Mapledurwell village to the east of Basingstoke).
Robert Watson saw four of them there for the first time today - also present was a Green
Sandpiper. +++
Not so far inland but again in a new location (I think) was an Egret seen in Preston Park at
Brighton by park keepers .. 'before being chased off north east by the local Crows.' (The
phrasing is uncertain but I think it was the Egret rather than the Park Keeper which was driven
away by Crows).
Peter Hughes, warden at Pulborough Brooks, reports another Marsh Harrier sighting at the
reserve on Dec 17. In my notes for last Thursday (Dec 18) I commented on the paucity of
Marsh Harrier sightings and how just one had been seen recently at Shoreham on Dec 15 - that
was seen flying west and may well be the one that went on to Pulborough. +++
Pete Hughes also reports the wildfowl totals for the Amberley/Pulborough area from a count made
on Dec 15. The list included 10 Bewick's Swans, 2900 Wigeon, 1500 Teal, 1300 Lapwing and
around 400 Pintail plus 15 Ruff.
PLANTS

THU 25 DEC
For more than a month large patches of very healthy looking Chickweed have been covered with
flower buds, but it was a real Christmas surprise to find just one open flower today - the mild
weather may have encouraged it, but I can’t help thinking that the warmer, traffic induced,
micro-climate of the bank adjacent to the busy Langstone roundabout where I saw it was the
main factor. +++
Other plants seen flowering today that were of some interest were Green Alkanet, Trifid
Bur-Marigold, Meadow-sweet (this one at the very end of it life!), and yet another Hazel with
open catkins (this one at the bus-stop in the main road lay-by at Langstone). Some Alder

catkins will I think soon be joining the Hazels. +++
Seeing more Sweet Violets today reminded me that one day in the past week I found a single
flower on a clump of Early Dog Violet which grows in a far corner of my own garden - probably
as a result of my throwing out a specimen I had brought home in past years. Also still flowering
in my garden are Yellow Oxalis and Perennial Cornflower.
SUN 21 DEC
A short walk around the north east of the Havant area today gave me another pleasant surprise
when, walking down an alleyway leading through the New Lane factories to the railway bridge
to the Nutwick Road area of Denvilles, I found a fresh plant of Field Forget-me-not growing in a
pavement crack and showing three freshly opening flower cymes.
For the first time for a good many weeks Brian Fellows' Brook Meadow Newsletter from Emsworth
does not list Wild Angelica as continuing to flower, though Michaelmas Daisies can still be
found in flower. Winter Heliotrope is putting on a good show
INSECTS
WED 24 DEC
Derek Mills this evening found a moth at his lighted window which at first appeared to be a Winter
Moth but closer inspection showed the underwing to be too pale in colour, and the leading edge
of the forewing to be too straight for the normal form of Winter Moth. It may be just an individual
aberration, or may be a species that Derek cannot identify, so he has put a picture of the moth
on the Butterfly Conservation (Hampshire) website and is inviting informed opinions. The
address of the website page with the picture is
http://www.stavekirk.co.uk/butterfly/sightings_2000s.htm and regardless of this puzzle it
should be on your favourites list. +++
Another news on Derek’s webpage comes from Peter Vaughan who was at a Crib Service in a
church at Hook today and enjoyed the sight of a Small Tortoisehell which, roused by the
warmth in the church, flew around and then landed on a pillar next the Peter’s pew. +++
The latest entry in the ‘last Red Admiral of the year’ competition comes from David Tinling who
saw one at Stokes Bay on the solent shore at Gosport. That entry was dated Dec 21 so there’s
still plenty of scope for latecomers to win the prize (if there is one) in this competition.
MON 22 DEC
My thanks to John Goodspeed and the Reader's Digest for supplying facts in the case of the
mysterious hibernating Lesser Stag Beetle found by James Wheeldon (see notes for Dec 18 I hope what I wrote then did not add confusion by appearing to confuse the Lesser with the
ordinary Stag Beetle - I was aware that they are different species and am familiar with both).
+++
John tells me that his Reader's Digest Butterfly book says of the Lesser Stag Beetle that .. 'The
adult emerges from the pupa in late autumn, but stays inside the enclosed cell through the
winter. It pushes or chews its way out the following spring.' So while finds of Lesser Stag
Beetle are much less common than those of its larger relative the find of one alive at this time of
year was not exceptional, though this species must surely indulge in one of the longest 'lie ins'
in all the natural world after waking up!
SUN 21 DEC
Steve Nash's Migrant Moth website today adds five items to the winter's tale of moth and butterfly
species in which I take an interest (there is lots more news of other moth species on it to
interest moth enthusiasts). The first item is a report of yet another Hummingbird Hawkmoth
seen today, not in the shelter of a supermarket, but in the open air outside a northwest London
pub on whose walls ivy was still flowering. Another late moth seen today was a Silver Y in the
Scillies +++
The other three reports are all of Red Admirals, one at Selsey in Sussex, another at Alexandra
Palace in London - both seen on Dec 18 - and a third seen at Seaford in East Sussex on Dec 17
OTHER WILDLIFE
MON 22 DEC
Charles Cuthbert was today walking in fields near Cheriton (close to the source of the Itchen

south of Alresford) when he noticed the first of what turned out to be four summer nests of
Harvest Mice. He writes .. 'I examined each of them carefully, but no mice seemed to be
hiding inside, and I concluded that they were summer breeding nests, now abandoned. I
wondered where the mice go in winter, and I learned from my reference book (The Handbook
of British Mammals- third edition 1991) that the mice build temporary non-breeding nests in the
bases of grass tussocks. These winter nests are considerably smaller (usually less than 5 cm.
in diameter) than the breeding nests (which are up to 10 cm. in diameter).' +++
Charles goes on to say .. 'I was also surprised to find that the distribution map in my edition of the
Handbook shows the Harvest Mouse as being absent from the Isle of Wight, while the text
states that the status of the Harvest Mouse on the island "remains uncertain"! This seemed
rather vague, and I wonder whether you can help shed any light on the mystery?' +++
I know nothing that will answer this question but surely somewhere out there is someone who
does - please help if you can.
Two larger mammals, apparently disguised as cowpats, were seen today by John Shillitoe in the
large open fields beside Long Road at Soberton in the Meon Valley. These were two more
Hares, of which all sightings are nowadays welcome, and the description of their disguise
comes from John who writes .. 'There were also two Hares crouched very low, doing a
passable imitation of piles of cow dung.' +++
John's analogy reminds me that some year's ago I heard that an enterprising lady artist working in
the Meon Valley had developed a technique (surely worth a Turner prize?) of collecting nicely
rounded and well dried cowpats, painting country scenes on them, and selling them as pictures
to hang on your wall. Now there's a good idea for an unusual Christmas present - can anyone
tell me if she is still in business?
WEEK 51 DEC 15 - 21
BIRDS
FRI 19 DEC
Two Pintail at Titchfield Haven today were, I think, the first to be seen there since March of this
year. Also on the official Haven website for today were 16 Gadwall, probably indicating the
arrival of half a dozen newcomers to join those that have been there for some time, and an
interesting fact revealed today is that 25 of the 42 Eider offshore are males - they should be in
full plumage by now and will be a pretty sight if close in. In the Reserve one Firecrest is still
present and the Ringed Plover count is 44 with 5 Great Crested Grebe offshore.
John Shillitoe was lucky enough to find a single Purple Sandpiper at Southsea Castle today maybe there will be more next week after a one day blast of winter hits the east coast of
England over the coming weekend. +++
At the Kench on Hayling Island the Snow Bunting was seen today by Doug Robertson - I think
everyone agrees it is a young bird but Doug seems to have had good views of it in flight and
suggests that it is a female and maybe a second rather than first winter bird to judge by its wing
pattern. +++
Working from home with a view of trees around the fields of the Havant-Emsworth gap Kevin
Stouse noted a flock of 29 Redwing there today, more than I saw in a walk from Havant to
Emsworth along the shore during which I passed at least half a dozen in the Wade Court area
and heard more in the yews at Warblington Church. Along the shore I passed 51 Shelduck
between Pook Lane and Conigar Point, with an exceptionally large flock of around 80 Wigeon
where the stream from Warblington farm flows out just east of the church (no Pintail there yet).
One Reed Bunting was to be heard from the reed bed where this stream meets the seawall and
a male Kestrel (probable of the pair which nests in the Castle Tower) was on a new perch
above the driveway of the Old Rectory. On the field path east of the church I passed a flock of
at least 30 Chaffinch and some 150 Woodpigeons with Stock Doves, but no Egrets at all were
seen on those fields (there were six in the pony fields north of Wade Court where a noisy
Nuthatch told me it was still present). As yesterday several Dunnock were singing strongly.
Thanks to Kevin Stouse and hints from others I now know where the mysterious Amercan Robin
and Oriole are to be found. The Oriole is a Baltimore Oriole and is showing well in the

Headington area of north Oxford and the American Robin can be seen at Godrevy Point which
marks the eastern limit of the large bay on the north Cornish coast which has St Ives at its
western end and the Hayle estuary in its centre.
THU 18 DEC
At Rye Harbour today the flock of Corn Buntings which has been present since at least Nov 30 (50
birds counted then and 47 on Dec 9) has now increased to 68 - nowhere near the winter flocks
of 100+ birds that we could expect ten years ago, but better than nothing. The only other Corn
Bunting flocks of any size reported this winter have been of 35 birds on Nov 8 (and 30 on Nov
19) on the downs above the River Adur, with small groups of no more than 8 in the Sussex
Ouse valley. Hampshire has so far (since Sep 1) produced only two reports, both from the
Meon Valley (6 birds in the Long Road fields at Soberton on Oct 11 and just one bird flying over
Old Winchester Hill on Nov 11) - hopefully there is a flock in the Cheesefoot Head area but with
no Black Kite to draw the birders this winter the smaller birds have escaped detection. +++
Other birds of interest at Rye have been on or over the sea - more than 70 Common Scoter are
present (120 were there in mid November but they may have been slowly moving west as the
same number were seen at Selsey Bill at the end of November). 6 Eider, 4 Little Gulls, 3
Long-tailed Duck and 2 Velvet Scoter were also on today’s list at Rye.
In Hampshire it was business as usual with the Ring-billed Gull still at Gosport and the Great
White Egret at Alresford plus the Snow Bunting at the Kench, but this latter bird did have an
unusual twist in it’s tail ... Keith Betton saw it and then had a look over the south of Langstone
Harbour where he spotted a Ruddy Shelduck among the standard versions, and he says that
the Ruddy Shelduck had a green head (and presumably neck, though Keith only mentions the
head) where it should have had a yellow-buff colour. Steve Keen saw a Ruddy Shelduck in
flight in the Keyhaven/Hurst area on Dec 16 but I think this must be a different bird as even a
distant view in flight should have shown up such a distinctive plumage difference. The oddly
coloured bird seen by Keith has presumably acquired its unusual colour from a mating between
Common and Ruddy Shelduck parents.
Sunshine after a hard overnight frost brought strong, full song from at least three Dunnocks here
in Havant this morning - I heard them on each of five occasions when I went out between 8 am
and 2pm. The only other songsters heard here today were Song Thrush, Robin, Wren and
Collared Dove but they, with Woodpigeons, are all very intermittent now.
Yesterday (Dec 17) Bob Marchant went to Acres Down and enjoyed views of three different
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers, two of them seemingly a pair within 30 yards of each other. 7
Crossbills were also in the trees and a flock of ten Reed Buntings were seen in the area. +++
Going back to Monday (Dec 15) there is a report on the SOS website of a Marsh Harrier flying
west over the River Adur near Shoreham. Last winter Marsh Harrier was seen almost daily at
Titchfield Haven (staying around until the end of August), and 40 of the 83 records I have noted
for the first half of this year come from the Haven, but since October the only sightings have
been from Rye Harbour (just 4 reports all in November, three of them single birds plus a report
of 2 there on Nov 30). So far last Monday’s bird has not been reported again!
WED 17 DEC
Derek Hale twice saw an Iceland Gull flying past St Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight this
morning, first at 8:15 and then again an hour later. While there Derek saw 4 Red-throated
Divers, 4 Fulmars, 10 Guillemots and a Razorbill plus a Velvet Scoter. At nearby Whale Chine
a flock of 10 Song Thrushes could have been newly arrived migrants, but 4 Grey Partridge and
more than 35 Skylarks were probably local residents (at least for the winter). +++
Later a Black-necked Grebe was seen off Ryde, probably the same bird that was reported to be
off Ryde yesterday +++
Across the water on Hayling Island, despite searching for over an hour, Martin Gillingham could
not find the Snow Bunting at the Kench today (where it was easily found yesterday morning by
Robin Turner) so I guess it has moved on. +++
In the afternoon the Langstone Mill Kingfisher showed well for me, both on the corner of the
wooden balcony above the water outside the Mill house and on its favourite post overlooking
the Lymbourne stream where it flows out from underneath the mill. After seeing that I met
Jason Crook having a look at the Langstone/Warblington shore from the southern end of Wade

Lane, and among other things he answered my question about the number of Shelduck now in
Langstone Harbour with an estimate of up to 400. I also read that Lawrence Holloway saw
around 160 Shelduck in Pagham Harbour today, so numbers are now, it seems, rising to the
expected current winter levels. +++
There were no Egrets to be seen in Chichester Harbour off Langstone while I was there, and none
in the Wade Court roost trees with just two in the pony fields north of Wade Court. Looking at
the SOS website in the evening I found further confirmation of their recent move to inland
feeding places from two people who had been surprised to see Egrets at inland sites where
they have not been seen earlier this autumn - one was at Hassocks (due north of Brighton) and
the other at Robertsbridge on the River Rother north of Hastings +++
Last among today’s news items is a list of birds seen on the IBM Lake at Portsmouth by Kevin
Stouse during his lunchtime today. A pair of Swans was back - probably one of the two pairs
that successfully raised young there this year, but all four adults and nine cygnets had left the
site by Sep 17 and this is I think the first return (probably to check that their nest site is still
available). More good news was that there were no Canada Geese to be seen (on the Dec 7
WeBS count two pairs were present as if thinking of nesting!) The 13 Pochard seen on Dec 7
had increased to 18, and the two Tufted Duck had become 8 today. A Grey Wagtail was also
there today.
TUE 16 DEC
Today a group of 3 adult ‘pure’ Brant with two more ‘hybrids’ was seen at West Wittering (just
inside the mouth of Chichester Harbour). On Dec 5 Bernie Forbes found a single hybrid Brant
back at West Wittering and I wondered then if that was the sole remaining member of the family
group (male Brent, female Brant and four hybrid young) that were there two winters back. The
last sighting of them together was on 5 Jan 02, and last winter there were a few sightings of a
single Brant on Thorney Island but the only sighting of more than one in Chichester Harbour
was of two birds on Pilsey Island on 31 Dec 02. Today’s sighting is I think the largest collection
of Brant to be seen together anywhere on the south coast in recent years (other than the family
group), so it is perhaps legitimate to speculate that two of the supposedly pure Brant seen there
today were in fact hybrids, giving us a return visit from the Brant female and all four of her
hybrid offspring of 2001. +++
Also seen at Wittering today was one Ruff that has not been reported there earlier this winter,
together with a report of 5 Ruff at Rye Harbour. Between August and September I noted 37
reports of Ruff at various sites and assume these were autumn passage birds. Since
September the only reports have come from Pulborough Brooks (up to 8 there on Oct 23) plus
a single bird seen in Pagham Harbour on Nov 1 (no reports from anywhere since Nov 20). The
sudden appearance of today’s Ruff looks as if a new wave of hard weather immigrants may
have arrived so it could be worth checking out other sites for them. +++
The report of Ruff at Rye comes from Andy Mayo, one of the Rye Harbour wardens, who spent
the day walking the perimeter of the reserve (along the River Rother and the shore west to
Wincheslsea ), doing it three times to study how the birds spent their day. Andy’s list also
includes 100 Sanderling on the shore, and 40 Ringed Plover but only 2 Shelduck, two Green
Sandpiper and 2 Spotted Redshank. He adds that last night he saw just two Bitterns in the
reserve. +++
Other Sussex sightings today were of a Water Pipit and a Siberian Chiffchaff at the Coldwaltham
sewage works just downstream of Pulborough Brooks - the Siberian Chiffchaff has been there
since at least Dec 14 and I think much longer. The Yellow-browed Warbler was still at
Chichester (Ivy Lake area) and Tony Wilson had a female Blackcap in his own garden at Hove
along with a noisy Green Woodpecker and two quieter Goldcrest.
On the Isle of Wight the number of Shelduck on Newtown Harbour has leapt from just over 50
seen on Oct 23 to around 150 today, reflecting a general increase everywhere, and the Golden
Plover flock there, which numbered over 100 on Oct 23 and around 150 in late November, is
now close to 500 strong (Derek Hale’s estimate was 480 today). Numbers of Black-tailed
Godwit have, on the other hand, fallen from counts of just over 100 in Aug and Oct to 50+
today (possibly as the birds move to inland feeding areas on the mainland now that the fields
are wetter and the shore winds colder), though the single Bar-tailed Godwit present there

earlier in the autumn has become 3 birds today! A flock of 32 Knot seen there on passage in
early September has not stayed and just one Knot was present today.
Here in Hampshire Steve Keen watched a Ruddy Shelduck fly in at Keyhaven with a small group
of Shelduck - maybe all new arrivals from the Netherlands where I think there is a feral
population of Ruddy Shelduck, but this could be a bird that has been on the Hampshire coast
for a couple of months - one was off Titchfield Haven on Oct 19 but has not been heard of
since. In Jan and Feb of this year one was resident in the Worthing area, and there was an odd
sighting in the Cuckmere valley in May. +++
Another interesting sighting today comes from George Spraggs on south Hayling - as he started
to walk up the old Billy Line from West Town station he found a Little Owl under attack from six
Magpies but not giving way to them. If the owl stays there it will be easy enough to spot if the
Magpies are still on the attack but if it sits quietly sunning itself on an old tree it may be less
easy to see without knowing where to look for it. West Town station is nearly two km south of
the regular Little Owl site in the ‘Aston Villa fields’ between Daw Lane and the Coastal Path so
I guess this is a new bird in the area, perhaps one of this years young, trying to set up a new
territory. +++
Another good ‘domestic’ sighting comes from the garden of Norman Hunt in the Badgers Farm
area south of Winchester. Norman not only has the statutory Blackcap (a female) in his garden
but today received a ‘Christmas card’ in the shape of two male Bullfinches - I doubt they will
stay there for Christmas but it would be nice if they did. +++
Other Hampshire news for today comes from John Shillitoe, who found the Great White Egret still
present at Mockbeggar Lake near Ringwood, and from Mike Rafter who found the single
Raven still at Bransbury Common with one Peegrine and two Barn Owls but he did not see any
of the six Short-eared Owls that David Thelwell saw there last Sunday (Dec 14). Down on the
coast Robin Turner found the Snow Bunting still present at the Kench on Hayling Island and
saw a Common Scoter off the Oysterbeds - maybe the same bird that has been in the north of
Langstone Harbour since the end of October but that one has been recorded by everyone as a
female whereas Robin says he saw a juvenile - perhaps he is the first to see it in flight and
notice a pale belly? +++
Steve Copsey was also out today near the coast west of Titchfield Haven where he saw 123
Lapwing and 88 Golden Plover plus a pale Buzzard which he thinks was a young bird - it was
sitting on a telegraph pole by the road passing Thatcher’s Copse. +++
From the Hook shore near Warsash Bob Marchant saw a single Slavonian Grebe out on the sea
(a month after he previously saw one there on Nov 17). Among other birds on Bob’s list were 3
Fieldfare and 9 Redwing - I think very few of these thrushes are currently on the coast.
Yesterday (Dec 15) Peter Raby found the Ring-billed Gull still present at Gosport and made a
tantalising reference to an American Robin and an Oriole (Golden? Baltimore?) , implying that
they were both to be seen somewhere but giving no clue as to where or what sort of Oriole. My
guess would be that this is another Catbird story - transatlantic liner docks at Southampton with
stowaway birds perched on its superstructure and twitchers line the dockside scattering bread
and birdseed to lure it ashore and claim it as a Britsh Bird. +++
Going back one day to Dec 14 I see on the SOS website that nine Smew (3 of them males) had
arrived at Rye (also there were 5 Ruddy Ducks and a Ruff, with 12 Egrets seen to come to
roost), and also on Dec 14 Ben Rackstraw saw a single Hawfinch near ‘the farm buildings’
(presumably Stapleash Farm near Chilgrove?) as he approached the West Dean Woods, and
then saw both Firecrest and March Tit in the woods.
MON 15 DEC
Richard Carpenter cycled along the east Solent shore from Hill Head to Hook this morning and his
notes start with a count of 37 Pochard and 21 Shelduck at Titchfield Haven, the Pochard being
a considerable increase on the highest counts of 6 and 7 there in Oct and Nov respectively, but
as yet nowhere near the 120 and 134 present in Jan and Feb of this year. Shelduck numbers
are also increasing everywhere but they are never very high at the Haven or off Hill Head - from
past experience I expect the totals in Langstone and Chichester Harbours during December to
be in the order of 300 and 600 respectively but so far this month I have not heard of any flocks
in Langstone Harbour reaching 50 birds while Chichester Harbour has brought counts of 55

from Thorney Channel (Thornham Point) on Nov 13, 43 from the area covered by the water
boat tour from Itchenor on Dec 7, and a personal maximum of 41 off Langstone village
yesterday. +++
Richard went on to see a Great Northern Diver out in Southampton Water, and at Hook Links saw
170 Teal and 88 Lapwing plus 10 Snipe which appeared ‘from nowhere’ as a Fox strolled past
their hiding places. Both the expected Little Owls were sunning themselves in the Beam
Cottage area of Hook Park. +++
Elsewhere along the Hamsphire coast Steve Farmer could only find one Snow Bunting on Hurst
Spit (where there have been two since Dec 10), and off Southsea a female Velvet Scoter was
seen by Derek Hale looking from Puckpool Point on the Isle of Wight. At the Kench on Hayling
Island John Shillitoe found the single Snow Bunting still present there and later watched a
Razorbill in Chichester Harbour off Black Point
Inland sightings came from Phil Lord at Mercer’s Way in Romsey where he saw at least three
Hawfinches, and Phil later counted 325 Golden Plover with 72 Lapwing in the Wide Lane area
south of Eastleigh. +++
Simon Woolley found the Great White Egret was still present in Arlebury Park, visible from Drove
Road (the first left turn from the A31 coming from Winchester after you cross the Itchen at
Seward’s Bridge). Unlike the 44 Little Egrets that have been roosting with it near the lakes at
the west end of Arlebury Park it seems to stay there during the day while they disperse to other
local feeding grounds. (Can anyone tell me why Arlebury Park is spelt thus while the River Alre
and the towns of New and Old Alresford reverse the order of the ‘L’ and ‘R’?)
A note from Pat Muckley today adds yet another food item (Asparagus Fern berries) to the
already long list for our winter Blackcaps. He says of these birds .. ‘In my small Petersfield
garden I have never seen one during the summer, but a female appeared for the first time in
February 1976, and the species has been regular ever since. The odd thing is, I have never
seen male and female at the same time, though both occur independently, often on alternate
days. I wonder if others have the same experience? +++
‘Females seem more common that males, and the favourite food is berries from asparagus fern or
honeysuckle. During recent years they have happily taken bread and apples from the lawn in
company with other species, showing no fear.’ +++
I think I know what Garden Asparagus looks like (though at one time I confused it with Dill, but that
has flowers in umbels very like Fennel. not the tiny individual bell like flowers of Asparagus) but
Pat sent me to my encyclopaedia of Garden Flowers to find an illustration of Asparagus Fern
under the name of Asparagus densiflora “Myersii” - I did not recognise this as anything I have
ever seen in a garden (a dense cluster of curved spikes which seem to have the feathery
leaves that I would expect but minute in size and clustered around the tall, thin, curved spike of
the stem giving an overall impression of some underwater plant like Hornwort with a sharp
pointed tip). The relevant part of the description of this plant is that it bears bright red berries.
This evening I checked out the Wade Court Egret roost at Langstone but could only find 23 birds
there, probably a reflection of the fact that many of the birds have moved inland to avoid the
worst of the cold weather and winds on the shore (see yesterday’s news of 44 roosting at
Alresford). My count may have been an underestimate as the tide was high in the late
afternoon, bringing most of the birds in to roost early - when I arrived just before sunset 9 birds
could be seen in the trees but others may have already hidden themselves away for the night,
and after sunset only five birds were seen to fly in, the last coming from the south east over
Chichester Harbour 50 minutes after sunset when the light had faded so much that bird did not
look white even when it passed only fifty feet over my head. One thing that I discovered was
that nine birds which had been feeding for at least an hour in fields north of the roost must have
been able to enter the roost without my seeing them from the viewpoint south of the trees (I did
count those in the total of 23 but it confirms my suspicion that quite a few birds can arrive and
settle down without being observed from any one view point). +++
Arriving at the seawall viewpoint before sunset and with the tide high I watched a Kingfisher
behaving like a migrant Wheatear. I disturbed it from a the edge of the seawall where it was
only a few feet above the glassy-still water, causing it to fly some fifty yards away from me and
again perch in the hope of seeing a fish. As I continued along the path the bird repeated this

manoeuvre twice more before giving up and flying low over the water to perch on the posts of
the old ‘cockle quay’ at the end of Pook Lane. Much later that same glassy-still water made a
perfect picture of peace as it reflected the lights from Hayling, the traffic on the bridge, and a
bright Venus high above it. Around this time at least four of the Grey Herons that had
previously been in the roost trees each individually set out on what I presume were night fishing
trips. This evening each of these birds gave loud raucous calls as they set out low over the
pony fields, probably as they passed over a fox which I could not see in the darkness. +++
Earlier in the day, as I came out of Waitrose with some shopping, a tight flock of more than 50
local feral pigeons was rapidly circling over Havant town centre and sure enough a glance
upward showed a Sparrowhawk ‘turning lazy circles in the sky’.
SUN 14 DEC
Today John Clark visited the Blashford Lakes area for one of his ‘special study’ visits (perhaps it
won’t be long before I have the definitive ‘Birds of the Avon Valley’ book on my shelves
alongside the ‘Birds of the Hampshire/Surrey border’ though John has so far given no hint of
producing such a book!). One item in his long list which I found more interesting than the 1350
Coot and 445 Canada Geese which he counted ‘in the interests of science’ was 20 Goosander
(11 of them males), equalling his best count in the early year (on Jan 12) and marking a great
leap up from the single redhead which he found at the Avon Causeway on Oct 26 (though that
bird might possibly have been one that had stayed and attempted to breed this summer despite
the absence of summer sightings or evidence of breeding this year - single pairs have bred in
Hampshire in 1998 and 2002 with a pair breeding in Dorset in 2000) +++
The other newsworthy item on John’s list was the presence of 16 Bewick’s Swans at Ibsley.
These seem to have arrived yesterday (Dec 13) when Phil Lord saw the same number (all
adults) in the early afternoon, but seem to have departed this morning as John could not refind
them at midday after seeing them at dawn. +++
White-fronted Geese, which came to the Avon valley every winter in hundreds within the past 20
years, were not to be found anywhere despite a special search of all likely places. For
nostalgia I read in the 1986 Bird Report that numbers peaked at 654 in February and that ..
‘Returning birds were late and low in numbers, with only 60 on Dec 17, rising to 210 by Dec 24’.
The year 2001 saw a peak count of only 13 in the Avon Valley on Feb 11 and a sighting of 8
flying over Bisterne in Nov, seemingly a farewell flypast as none were seen in 2002 (the only
ones recorded in Hampshire last year were 2 possibly ‘plastic’ birds at Keyhaven throughout
Jan, Feb and March). To show that hope is not entirely dead I see that 11 Whitefronts were
reported to be in the Bembridge area of the Isle of Wight today (and had disappeared by Dec
15 - they could have flown on to the Avon Valley on the day after John’s visit ...) +++
Another good count on the Blashford Lakes was of 701 Gadwall, far above peak of 232 there in
Oct 2002 but not quite up to the 716 in Feb this year. This site does hold the Hampshire record
for Gadwall with 897 present in Jan 2001, demonstrating the huge increase in numbers of this
species since John Taverner wrote (in his 1962 ‘Wildfowl in Hampshire’) that .. ‘all the Gadwall
seen in Hampshire in the post-war years (i.e. 1945 - 1960) did not exceed 50 individual birds,
and a year with more than ten individuals in the county was exceptional’. In those days
Gadwall were rare winter visitors like Smew, and less common than Garganey of which 90
individuals were recorded on spring passage in 1959.
A Dipper was found yesterday morning (Dec 13), and seen again today, around the edges of the
Overton lagoons - a series of shallow settlign ponds used to remove chemicals from water
used in the paper making mills before that water flows back into the Test - and it has caused
birders to check the colour of its belly and the slight flecking on its breast to see if they can
determine which of three races/subspecies the bird belongs to. The normal British Dipper
(Cinclus cinclus gularis) has a reddish chestnut ‘belly band’ separating its white breast from a
dark brown to blackish belly - the belly band being noticeable lighter brown/redder than its
chocolate brown head cap. Irish birds (C.c.hibernicus) are blacker above and have a duller,
narrower belly band while the European race (C.c.cinclus) are like the British birds above but
have no chestnut belly band - this bird seen in bad light was thought at first to be one of these
‘Black bellied Dippers’ but I think the jury is out on that one and any variation from normal
British race adult plumage may be because this is a young bird still showing some juvenile

flecking on its white breast. When Bob Marchant saw it this morning in better light than
yesterday he commented that the belly was .. ‘definitely not black but brown, similar to or
perhaps a shade darker than the bird's crown.’ That seems to leave the Irish race in with a
chance but I suspect it will turn out to be a normal British bird.
Dipper’s have hestitated to invade Hampshire throughout my life - I see that in 1937 when I was
aged five at least one pair bred in the Allen valley between Fordingbridge and my birthplace at
Martin, and a pair bred at Romsey in both 1990 and 91, but so far they have refused to ‘take the
plunge’ and become regular Hampshire birds although there have been quite a few other visits
and attempts at breeding by the species over the years.. +++
Another uncommon bird for inland waters is a Slavonian Grebe which was found today on the
Anton Lakes at Andover. These birds are uncommon inland but turn up roughly once a year on
fresh water and there was one present on an urban pond (Ifield Mill Pond at Gossops Green on
the fringes of Crawley in Sussex) for a week in January of this year.
Charles Cuthbert found 44 Little Egrets roosting at Alresford this evening with the Great White
Egret which seems to have arrived there yesterday. He says ..’The main Little Egret roost at
Alresford has clearly moved from Alresford Pond to the old lake at Arlebury Park (i.e. the most
south-westerly lake, closest to Drove Lane). In recent weeks very few birds have stayed to
roost at Alresford Pond, and this evening (Sunday 14th December) I counted 44 Little Egrets as
they arrived at the Arlebury/Drove Lane site, together with one Great White Egret (first reported
yesterday). The GWE arrived at the roost at about 4.30 p.m., and the last Little Egrets had
arrived there by 4.35 p.m.’ +++
Earlier in the day, by the River Arle west of Drove Lane (I assume before it merges with the young
River Itchen) Charles saw an impressive sight of 32 Grey Herons standing motionless until
disturbed by a dog walker, and there is a very appropriate collective noun for such a group - a
‘seige’ of Herons. Years ago when up to 25 Herons used to come and rest on the then open
and unvegetated shore of the IBM Lake, where they felt secure from predators and disturbance
while digesting their dinners, I remember using this term to describe their behaviour in an
article in the IBM House Magazine and being surprised when the editor censored a phrase in
my article - I was going on to describe something that I have rarely seen in Heron behaviour, a
couple of birds actually lying on the ground to rest, and the idea of a military seige had led me
to talk of the Herons as being on Sentry Duty. My thought was that it was pretty poor form for a
sentry to take time out in this way but my phrase saying that I has seen ‘a couple of them lying
down on the job’ was taken by the editor in a different sense.
David Thelwell took a look at Bransbury Common near the Test southeast of Andover today,
seeing six Short-eared and three Barn Owls plus a male Hen Harrier with a Raven to pick up
any leftovers of their meals. I have not heard of Raven in this area before, other than a sighting
of two on Nov 17, again made by David Thelwell, near the Red Rice School just south west of
Andover (roughly eight kilometres west of Bransbury Common). Both these sightings may be
of the same bird(s) but they are not necessarily new comers to the Test Valley - a series of
sightings of a pair of Ravens was made in the Mottisfont area in the winter of 1999/2000, the
last of them that I heard of was by Ian Calderwood on 17 Jan 00. +++
More raptors were on Ian Pibworth’s list for his day long watch over Testwood Lakes near the
mouth of the Test. One of two Peregrines came to bathe in the lake (third report of bathing here
this autumn) and Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard and Merlin were all seen as were Tawny and
Barn Owl. +++
One of the Peregrines put up a flock of 120 Golden Plover from nearby fields and 70 Lapwing
were present but the most unexpected sight was of the silhouettes of around 1000 Wigeon
seen against a clear sky before dawn flying south to the coast. This is the first time such a
movement has been seen here and Ian suggests that this may be a result of something which
Bob Chapman has recently noticed at Farlington Marshes - lack of fresh grazing at the coast
after the prolonged hot dry summer forcing the Wigeon to find new feeding grounds. +++
Other newcomers to the area were a flock of 44 Greylag Geese (no more than 2 of them have
been seen here earlier in the autumn) - these geese seem to have spent the night on fields
north of the lakes. They flew off west at dawn but returned in the late afternoon.
Yesterday, in pouring rain, Tim Timlick found a Snow Bunting on the shore at the entrance to the

Kench on the south shore of Langstone Harbour. Tim told Simon Wright and Simon put the
news on Hoslist, so several people had superb close views of this bird in today’s glorious
sunshine. For much of the time the bird was motionless, facing into the strong wind, but I did
see it make one mouse like run (in search of food?) and twice saw it briefly in flight when the
white wing patches were not very obvious, and when at rest, although there was a noticable
white wing bar, the amount of brown on the head and neck suggested to me that it was a first
winter bird. +++
While at the Kench the tide was nearly high and waders were packing onto the shingle bar out in
the harbour which is all that is left of an early attempt to build a railway to south Hayling without
having to pay for land purchase on the main island - a foolish false economy! The big numbers
that I could see there were Bar-tailed Godwit and Oystercatcher, but I was best pleased with
four ‘white arrows’ which shot low over the Snow Bunting - my first Sanderling of the winter. At
the southern end of the Kench there were 30 Ringed Plover with hundreds of Dunlin. +++
After seeing the Snow Bunting I did not have time for more than a quick glance at Sinah Lake
where I could not seen the Goosander, and I gather that no one else saw it today but I also read
on the SOS website that a single Goosander was at the Chichester Lakes today after arriving
yesterday - this was a redhead, and not the male from Hayling Island. The Yellow-browed
Warbler was also still at Ivy Lake today much to the satisfaction of Jeff Goodridge for whom it
was a year tick - Jeff says that he located the bird by its distinctive call - the books describe it as
a loud, penetrating, high pitched ‘sweest’ but my memory of the one that spent a couple of
winters by the Brockhampton Stream alongside Budds Farm here in Havant was that the call
sounded just like someone using one of those very high pitched, almost at the top end of
human hearing, whistles to call their dog. +++
Going back to my Hayling trip the high tide and strong wind encouraged the Brent to come ashore
and over 500 were feeding on winter cereal on one of the West Lane fields, with another 450 or
so on the Northney field immediately east of Bridge Farm (in the corner of the road bend as it
turns away from the shore by the hotel). +++
The strong wind also encouraged a Mistle Thrush to sing in its ‘Storm Cock’ fashion, no doubt
from the highest perch it could find, while Colin Bates was out by the Itchen where it passes
between Eastleigh and Bishopstoke. Seeing his note reminded me that I was a little surprised
recently to read, on the SOS website, of Cliff Dean describing Mistle Thrush song heard on Dec
10 as ‘early’. I know that these birds will sing more in the spring when they are nesting but I
always expect to hear the first Mistle Thrush song when the ‘equinoctial gales’ of autumn blow.
This year they seemed later than usual with my first records of hearing their song here in
Havant being on Nov 16, 19 and 21. +++
While on the subject of bird song the past week has brought a considerable diminution on Song
Thrush song - instead of being woken by one before it is light each morning and then hearing
up to three birds within earshot of my garden around breakfast time I am now hearing only the
occasional burst of song perhaps once a day or less. My reason for mentioning this is that I am
wondering if the great outburst of song we get from them, usually in December each year,
marks the setting up of winter feeding territories by birds recently arrived from the continent any thoughts on that? +++
Another comment on bird song this week is that there has been much more from Collared Doves
and even the occasional Wood Pigeon after a few weeks of relative silence from them.
SAT 13 DEC
Last Tuesday (Dec 9) Richard Hallett found three Avocet at the Farlington Marshes Lake, and on
Dec 10 Bob Chapman told us of five there. Today Martin Gillingham has upped the number to
eight (seven of his group were swimming in Shutt Lake, on the open harbour just west of the
lake in the reserve). Martin also saw a Merlin and two Black-necked Grebe while he was there.
+++
Over in the west Solent Mike Rafter was on the Hurst spit and saw three Red-throated Divers on
the sea along with two Razorbills and a Common Scoter. The two Snow Bunting were still
present and both Merlin and Peregrine were in the air. +++
The Havant Wildlife Group, diminished in number by the weather to just four, walked along the
west shore of the top end of the Bosham Channel in Chichester Harbour, using Chidham as

their base. Wigeon were present in hundreds and the Swan herd numbered 52 but they only
saw a single Pintail (I hope it was a male). On land a flock of 20 Skylark and five Fieldfare
helped to make up for the wet ground and rain.
Further east in Sussex a redhead Goosander arrived at the Chichester Lakes and both a Great
Northern Diver and a Velvet Scoter were seen from Selsey Bill +++
Yesterday’s news on the SOS website (for Dec 12) was of 10 Bewick’s Swans on the River Arun
at Bury, a little north of Houghton Bridge. They were among a herd of Mute Swans with a single
Black Swan (not sure if that is a newcomer or not). Two Bewick’s had been seen briefly at
Pulborough on Dec 6 but this is the first group showing possible signs of staying the winter in
the Amberley area. +++
Not far east of the Arun there were still 120 Brambling on the Downs in the Kithurst Hill area with
the Merlin and Hen Harrier still present (no doubt attracted by the presence of so many small
dinners). +++
Other news for Dec 12 on the SOS website is of a male Velvet Scoter and a first winter Little Gull
both seen off Widewater near the mouth of the Adur +++
An item of Sussex news for Dec 11 which I was pleased to see announced the arrival of the first
male Smew in the county, just three males with two females at Rye where two Bitterns were
seen (but more are probably present).
PLANTS

FRI 19 DEC
Hazel catkins are not normally open until the New Year has arrived but today several were fully
extended and open for business on young trees planted by the Hayling Billy trail here in Havant
where the footpath from Grove Road crosses the new cycleway at the south end of the
Townend House carpark. These new trees were planted recently by Havant Borough as part of
their continuing attempts to eliminate the most important botanic feature of the Havant Town
area (the Danewort plant colony) and it may be that these Hazels, like many other trees planted
at the instigation of local politicians who want to demonstrate their ‘green’ credentials in the
only way that they know how (by planting trees wherever they can regardless of
appropriateness), have been imported from countries to the south of Britain where the
biological clocks of the trees are set to a different ‘time zone’ to those native to Britain. +++
I have been keeping a watch on the Lesser Celandines in a couple of local places where they
flower early but so far no sign of a flower stem or bud. Last winter the first flowers were out by
the Lymbourne stream on Dec 22 two days after I saw the first bud and by the growth of the
plants I guess it will not be much later this winter. +++
Also seen today was a single bright yellow flower on Creeping Buttercup and, in the shelter of the
old Black Barn at Warblington Farm where cars park for the church and cemetery, Guernsey
Fleabane is still looking healthy and carrying flowers.
TUE 16 DEC
Having to go into Havant this morning I decided to take a break from writing these notes and to go
a slightly roundabout route to see how the frost had affected the plants which have been
flowering recently. Quite a lot had wilted but I was surprised to come back with a list of twenty
species flowering without a real search. A couple of interesting ones were borderline for listing
as flowering - one plant of Hedge Woundwort in a narrow alley still carried a single flower, and
the pavement edge strip of Small-flowered Cranesbill plants in Juniper Square still had one
plant that had two flowers showing tiny pink petals - albeit closed. An old wall still has Ivy
Leaved Toadflax bearing two flowers, and I did count Perennial Cornflower which is a weed in
our garden (Wavy Bittercress is also still flowering there).
MON 15 DEC
Richard Carpenter noted the passing of one of the milestones of winter today along the shore of
the east Solent between Hill Head and Hook - the appearance of silver on many Sallow catkin
buds as their brown ‘leather coats’ have split and fallen to reveal the lining of silky white hairs
which are now exposed but will act as an effective cover for the Pussy Paw catkins for another
month or so - I doubt we will see golden anthers on the flowers until late March. I don’t want to
upstage Richard but as a point of fact I had noticed the same thing when I was at the IBM site

in Portsmouth, counting birds on the lake, as early as Dec 6 but that site is always early and I
have not seen this anywhere else so far.
SUN 14 DEC
Brian Fellows’ Brook Meadow Newsletter for the past week reports the continued flowering of
some 20 plant species at this Emsworth site, notable among them being the Wild Angelica and
of course Winter Heliotrope. A much more unusual find was of a clump of Remote Sedge on
the banks of the River Ems looking as if spring had arrived - bracts and spikelets ready for
business (though not yet open!). +++
Yesterday (Dec 13) Brian’s report on the Havant Wildlife Group at Chidham features the sight of
many Medlar fruit on the tree overhanging the road in a prominent position at a road junction.
Among the plants they found in flower was Bedstraw species and a more colourful Common
Mallow.
INSECTS

THU 18 DEC
I suspect that I am not alone in thinking that Stag Beetles first emerge as adults during the late
spring or early summer, mate and lay eggs over a period of at most a couple of months, and
then die. A few years ago I was shown a ‘home movie’ of a moribund Stag Beetle, still able to
wave a leg feebly as it apparently lay dying as late as November, and this year when digging up
part of my front garden, we disturbed two male and two female Stag Beetles that still looked fit
and healthy on Sep 25. +++
All records known to me have been broken by a Lesser Stag Beetle found today in good health by
James Wheeldon when digging up a tree stump as part of a project to create a nature trail
around the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields (on the shores of Tipner Lake at the
west end of the Hilsea Ramparts). James refers to the beetle as ‘hibernating’, raising the
possibility in my mind that at least some of these ‘built to last’ insects do survive the winter and
emerge again in April, but I can find no reference to over-wintering by adult Stag Beetles in my
books. +++
I know that Ladybirds hibernate successfully and I think that Minotaur beetles on heathland can
be seen during the winter, while a search through my pile of British Wildlife magazines shows
that the Blue Ground Beetle and the Lesser Searcher both mate as adults in the early spring,
implying that they have overwintered as I suspect many other species also do. Further reading
confirmed that the Blue Ground Beetle does hibernate, creating a special ‘cell’ from soil and
rotting wood in a dry spot above ground under the shelter of moss or Polypody Fern on a tree
branch (sounds as if they know all about overwinter survival techniques) +++
If anyone can confirm that Stag Beetles do over-winter as adults please let me know! +++
Another large area of ignorance on my part concerns the eating habits of beetles and both my
Insect Guides by Michael Chinery do not appear to mention this aspect of their life. We know
that adult beetles have working mouth parts, and that various species eat a variety of foods
ranging from decaying wood through fungi to slugs, snails and other insects plus plants and
pollen but reading about them I find it difficult to distinguish between references to what the
larvae eat and what, if anything, the adults eat. +++
An article in British Wildlife on ‘The invertebrates of Britain’s Wood Pasture’ has a couple of
fascinating insights into unusual eating habits of beetles. A group called Ambrosia Beetles are
eaters of fungi, and it seems that the adults allow some of the fungal spores which they have
eaten to become built into the casing of the eggs they lay - before the eggs hatch these spores
develop into fungal growth which lines the walls of the tunnels the adults have created in
decaying wood in time to create a fungal feast to be eaten by the young larvae! Another group
are called Cobweb beetles which lay their eggs under bark in places where spiders build their
webs and catch passing insects. As the spiders suck the juices from their prey the pieces of
insect detritus that they do not eat fall from the web onto the tree bark where they provide the
only food for the Cobweb Beetle larvae. Being so close to the spiders web these larvae are of
course in danger of themselves being eaten by the spiders so they are covered with long
spines that deter the spider from attempting to bite them. +++
One beetle species that typifies my uncertainty about the eating habits of adult versus larval

beetles is the Glow Worm. I think we all know that Glow Worm larvae live off snails that are
bigger than they are by biting the exposed skin of a snail while it is on the move and
unprotected by its shell. With the bite they inject a poison which causes the snail to retract into
its shell and then die - my imagination adds the idea of the dying snail rolling over onto its back
as it dies, leaving the opening of the shell facing upwards and the body of the shell acting as a
soup tureen from which the Glow Worm larvae can subsequently drink ‘Snail Soup’ for some
considerable time! A British Wildlife article concerning Glow Worms in the June 2002 edition
specifically states that the adults do not feed - but gives no clue as to whether other beetle
species do or do not feed as adults. +++
Slugs are the food of Blue Ground Beetles, but I cannot be sure from what I have read that adults
as well as larvae eat them. +++
Another article published in June 2003 concerns a herbivorous beetle called the Tansy Beetle and
that has positive statements showing both that newly emerged adult beetles do eat Tansy
leaves (as the larval stages do earlier in the summer) before hibernating in the soil to emerge
and mate in the following early spring, and an aside in this article tells me that some of these
beetles can remain in ‘hibernation’ through the following summer and a second winter before
emerging. +++
Perhaps the most intriguing beetle life cycle is that of a species which acts as a predator on bees.
When the larvae are tiny they wait in flowerheads until a bee visits the flower. They then jump
aboard and are carried back to the bee’s nest where they first devour the bee’s grubs and then
eat the store of pollen left by the bee to feed its own young. By this time the beetle larvae have
passed through several stages of development and become adults to start the cycle over
again.
Turning from beetles to moths Tony Wilson tells me that a moth which has come to a lighted
window of his home in the Hangleton area of Hove this evening (Dec 18) is a Winter Moth. The
only other report of this species which has come my way so far this winter was from Philip Hack
who had one at Nursling, Southampton on Nov 28. I’m not sure if this paucity of reports is just
because the moth is normally common in gardens, as well as woods and hedges, and perhaps
not exciting enough to publish sightings of it, or if we are seeing another effect of changing
climate. This moth is supposed to be on the wing from November to the end of January but
maybe that schedule has now changed so that the moths will not start to appear in numbers
until after Christmas?
Last Monday (Dec 15) David Tinling at Gosport saw a White-tailed Bumblebee (maybe Bombus
hortorum which is said to be abundant everywhere and gets the ‘hotorum’ of its name from the
Latin for ‘of the garden’) and also saw unspecified Hoverflies on the wing (my guess would be
the common Drone Fly - Eristalis tenax - which is a hibernating species that can emerge with
the earliest butterflies in March). On Sunday (Dec 14) he also saw yet another Red Admiral.
+++
Dec 14 also brought another Hummingbird Hawkmoth report, not from Hampshire but from a
supermarket at Towcester in Northamptonshire - interestingly it was not fixated on flourescent
lights but was taking an interest in cut flowers and fresh fruit on the supermarket shelves. +++
Another report of unseasonable flying insects cames from Jonathan Forsyth who, back on Dec 7,
was in a church at Colchester in Essex attending a Christingle service when he noticed at least
nine Small Tortoiseshell butterflies attempting to fly out through the church windows. They had
presumably been woken from a good place to hibernate (in a dry, airy church where there is
little disturbance on most days) by the heating up of the church for the service and the unusual
activity of a lot of children (to which the scent of oranges was presumably added during this
service!)
TUE 16 DEC
While writing these notes today the phone rang with a plea for advice on what to do with a Small
Tortoiseshell found in the Denvilles area of Havant that had been woken up early by a window
cleaner (it was seen on the carpet of the upper room to which the window cleaner needed
internal access). The insect had been offered a sugar lump and had climbed onto the warm
finger of the lady who found it, but I advised her to get it out of doors into the dark recessses of
a dry windproof garden shed as soon as possible, and not to stir it into further activity by

allowing it to warm up, nor to spend time offering it food. +++
Hopefully that one will survive the winter, but shortly after the phone call I went out into Havant
and met Eric Castle who takes a keen interest in insects so I told him the story and he in return
told me that he had seen a Small Tortoisehsell flying in his garden here in Havant only
yesterday (Dec 15) - maybe that one will not be so lucky but I hope it found shelter for itself after
(presumably) being brought out of its hibernation through some heating of its chosen winter
sleep spot.
Last Sunday (Dec 14) Brian Bray watched a Red Admiral flying around an ivy covered tree in the
centre of Brockenhurst, probably attracted there by the strong scent of ivy flowers which can
still be detected in many places when the sun shines. Also on Dec 14 two Silver Y moths came
to a moth trap light on the Scilly Islands (I have never heard of Silver Y being seen in December
before in the British Isles) +++
Last week, on Dec 10, another Red Admiral was seen at Redipole between Weymouth town and
Portland Bill (that news from Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth website) and on the previous day (Dec
9, when the sun was warm enough to tempt David Tinling to wear his summer shorts for walk
on the Gosport shore) David saw one Small Tortoiseshell and three Red Admirals around
flowering gorse.
OTHER WILDLIFE
SUN 14 DEC
Grey Squirrels seem to have abandoned the habit of hibernation in recent winters and they are
certainly very active here in Havant - today I watched what looked like one of their mating
chases as two of them raced around the trees at the end of our garden. I know little of Red
Squirrels but had assumed that they were perhaps more traditional in their habits and might by
now have settled down to sleep away the winter so it may be worth passing on the news that
Derek Hale at Firestone Copse on the Isle of Wight saw one or two of them still active today.
+++
Another piece of news that may be of interest is that Hares, which have greatly diminished in
Hampshire, can still be seen regularly in the fields to the north Alresford where Charles
Cuthbert saw one today, commenting that he often sees them thereabouts.
SAT 13 DEC
Jill and Robert Westarp, living at Redlands House in Long Copse Lane on the northern fringe of
Emsworth with wet fields just across the lane to the north of the house, were both very
surprised when a friend visiting the house pointed out a Grass Snake in the branches of a
Hazel tree 12 feet above their heads as the walked into the driveway of the house from the
lane. Robert fetched a ladder and brought down the Snake - still alive but I guess pretty torpid
after being hung out in the chill wind and rain - which was placed under a thick pile of leaves in
the hope it would survive. I heard the story second hand but there was no mention of the snake
being injured, nevertheless I am pretty sure the Snake did not get there of its own volition but
was probably hurled there by someone who found it on the road (maybe after it had been run
over by a car?), so I think its chances are slim. Maybe someone who uses those live capture
mouse traps in a futile attempt to keep mice out of their house could supply this snake with a
much need meal and the energy to restore its normal health? That would do the snake a good
turn and would be a much more effective way of deterring the mouse from following its captor
back to base after that captor had taken it a long way from their house to release it.
On the SOS website someone recently expressed surprise at seeing a pure white Grey Squirrel in
Hampden Park at Eastbourne, and today someone else who is familiar with that area says that
a strain of white animals has been present in the Eastbourne tribe of squirrels for at least
twenty years. That is certainly the case in the Portsmouth area where I have known of them for
over twenty years and am aware of them being found across a large area stretching from the
west end of Portsdown east to Langstone village, and being widely dispersed on both sides of
Portsdown Hill following the line of the old A3 from Cosham to Purbrook. My ‘animal book’ tells
me that these white versions occur widely in south east Britain and are true albinos with pink
eyes. It also tells me that black squirrels, remnants of a batch of Black Squirrels introduced
from north America, can still be found around Bedfordshire but I should point out that the book

was printed in 1986.
BIRDS

WEEK 50 DEC 8 - 14

FRI 12 DEC
A short local walk in this morning’s drizzle gave me close views of a Firecrest, seen for a couple of
minutes in brambles only a couple of yards from me beside the Hayling Billy cycleway south of
the A27 and just north of the Lymbourne Stream bridge leading to Wade Court. The usual Grey
Wagtail was near the stream and three Egrets were in the pony fields east of the stream but I
could not see a Green Sandpiper in the Lymbourne cressbeds (not that I was really expecting
to do so!). +++
Anyone using this cycleway north of East Street bridge in Havant should look out for Blackcap,
Goldcrest and Chiffchaff - two of each are regular in the area behind my house - but Firecrest
was an unexpected bonus
At Alton today Moira Doherty had the first winter Blackcap (a female) in her garden, and Simon
Woolley tells us that his first (a male) appeared in his Winchester garden yesterday. Also in
Winchester Judith Chawner also had her ‘first of the winter’ on Dec 10 - it was a newly ringed
(at least the ring looked shiny!) female. Prompted by all these ‘satisfied customers’ Robin
Turner writes from Grayshott to ask if he is likely to see a Blackcap in his garden, to which my
answer would be a definite yes - the number of winter Blackcaps seems to be greater than ever
this winter and they could turn up anywhere. The only trouble is that their visits are often very
brief and they do not announce their presence with song, calls or cause a disturbance among
other birds so your chance of seeing them is dependent on the amount of careful watching that
you can put in. At this time of year there are still plenty of berries to attract them, but later they
seem to become almost omnivorous, taking anything you put out on bird tables (from hard
cheese to specially baked fruit cake). One tip I would offer is to be watchful during periods of
midday sunshine which seems to tempt them from the thick cover in which they spend most of
their time. When out and about they seem to prefer to be between 10 and 20 feet up (in the
tops of hedges or fruit trees) rather than low down in hedge bottoms or shrubbery.
THU 11 DEC
Bob Chapman’s regular update of bird news from Farlington Marshes and Langstone Harbour
arrived today to tell me that the number of Brent in the harbour as a whole is now up to the 5000
mark with up to 2000 of them feeding on the Farlington Marshes reserve along with an
unspecified number of Wigeon and Pintail. A flock of over 1000 Lapwing is now present and on
the lake up to 22 Gadwall have been seen with a maximum of 5 Avocet (on Dec 10 - the day
after Richard Hallett saw 3 there). +++
Out in the harbour Bob gives a mention to a single female Scaup and a single female Common
Scoter to be seen in the Chalkdock Lake area off Broadmarsh, and says that up to eight
Black-necked Grebe can often be seen to the south of the Oysterbeds - suggesting that they
have been driven south by disturbance from the Oyster trawlers (though we have heard of 15 of
these grebes being seen off Broadmarsh by Jeff Goodridge on Dec 1). +++
The Oyster season starts on Nov 1, and this year I don’t think that more than a dozen boats are
active - I well remember counting 70 boats at work not many years ago, and wondering how
they managed to avoid collisions. In those days the number of Black-necked Grebe expected
each winter was in the order of 40 birds and I never heard of conflict between them and the
trawlers - in fact I would have thought that the birds might benefit from disturbance of the
bottom exposing smaller shellfish not taken in the trawl and the confusion caused to any fish in
the area. Checking the ‘food’ section of the description in my old Popular Handbook I see that
Black-necked Grebe take both fish and shellfish, but I was surprised to read that their food
consists mainly of insects (I guess that is in the breeding season) and that they take in
considerable quantities of feathers. The food of Slav Grebes is given as very similar but
insects are not mentioned for Great Crested, Red-necked or Little Grebes. +++
One duck species which I (and I think others) enjoy seeing each winter but which does not feature
in Bob Chapman’s reports is Shelduck. Back in December of 1989 there were over 900
Shelduck in Langstone Harbour, and January of 1987 gave a count of 2783. Numbers have

declined (that is one of the reasons I am interested in knowing the current figures) but there
should still be 300, maybe 500, of them in the harbour in December making a very impressive
sight in winter sunshine. +++
Other birds at Farlington Marshes recently have included a Barn Owl seen hunting on Dec 8
(maybe the same bird that was on the east shore of Portsea Island at Great Salterns on Nov
20?), three winter Chiffchaffs in the part of the reserve north of the A27, and at least one
Dartford Warbler seen near the north east (Chalkdock) entrance plus several pairs of
Stonechat well spread out. +++
Bob reports a recent sighting of the ‘Dodgy Fudge’ duck (Ferruginous x Pochard hybrid) on the
Budds Farm pools and a Common Sandpiper in the Langbrook Stream mouth with a couple
more Chiffchaff in the South Moors area.
WED 10 DEC
Despite thick mist Tony Hale went to Hurst Spit today and found two Snow Buntings on the
shingle. Even more unexpected was the sight of a Great White Egret which had no rings on its
legs as far as Tony could see in the mist so is presumably a different bird to the long staying
one at Mockbeggar Lake. The Egret was at first seen in flight with a Little Egret nearby for size
comparison, then seen to land on the shingle (unusual for any Egret?) and walk towards the
sea - perhaps it was dis-oriented by the fog. +++
I don’t know if Tony put news of the Snow Buntings on Birdguides, but Dave Pearson read about
them on that site and also picked out a report of a possible Lesser Scaup on Little Sea in the
Studland area (west side of the entrance to Poole Harbour) +++
The only other news for today received so far comes from the Titchfield Haven website telling us
that the Flamingo is still there and that two Firecrest were seen (a single has been seen fairly
regularly since the end of October, but there has been only one previous report of two seen
there - that came from Richard Carpenter on Nov 28). Also seen again today was the
Ring-billed Gull at the Gosport Cockle Pond - a single Med Gull was with it.
TUE 09 DEC
Today’s most surprising news came from Tim Walker who watched a juvenile Swallow fly over,
heading north, as he walked his dogs in the Bushfield Camp area just south of Winchester. In
passing on this news Tim also confirmed that large numbers of Fieldfare and Redwing which
have been in that area recently have now moved on (as seemed to be the case throughout the
New Forest last weekend - see the results of the weekend Shrike Survey below), though Tim
still has a roost of 200 Redwing in the Winchester area +++
Elsewhere in Hampshire today Richard Hallett was at Farlington Marshes and found three Avocet
on the Lake during the midday high tide period, and Brian Fellows was in the Portsmouth area
making a quick check of Southsea Castle (no Purple Sandpipers), the Canoe Lake (only 31
Swans there - Brian says that is his lowest December count he has ever recorded there over a
period well in excess of ten years), and Baffins Pond (where numbers of every species - other
than 38 Tufted Duck - were also low)
A Grey Phalarope was on the sea off Selsey Bill today - at one stage it flew further out to sea but
was not seen to leave the area. This may be only the third of these birds to be seen in our area
this winter - one was at the Lymington Marshes from Oct 11 to 14, and another flew west past
Selsey Bill on Nov 2 (maybe the same bird went west past Stokes Bay at Gosport on the
following day). Also on the water off the Bill today was a Little Auk, drifting east with the tide
rather than flying west. +++
The flock of some 50 Corn Buntings that was in the Rye Harbour area during November seems to
be still present - a count of 47 was reported to be there today, along with 7 Snow Buntings out
of the 19 that were seen recently (that large flock was outside the nature reserve, whereas
today’s 7 were within it so the others may still be in the area). 2 Short-eared Owls, a Merlin and
2 Jack Snipe (plus 81 Common Snipe) were in the reserve this morning, and a flock of 446
Curlew were there last night.
Another Merlin was seen today in the Arun valley by Bernie Forbes who was watching the
Waltham Brooks area from the railway bridge at Coldwaltham. The Merlin flew west over the
railway and seemed to head for a roost in the Lodge Hill area west of Coldwaltham while one or
two Hen Harriers and two Barn Owls were seen to the east. At the sewage works there were

two Water Pipits.
An early morning visit to Sinah Gravel Pit lake on Hayling this morning gave me a surprise when I
heard the first tentative drumming of a Great Spotted Woodpecker in the trees near the road
leading into the Golf Club, and this drew my attention to a new footpath/horse riding route from
the grass north of the lake through that copse of trees (with shingle underfoot!) presumably
going as far as the golf club access road though I did not go that far (in past winters this copse
has sometimes been home to a small group of Firecrest though I have not heard of any there
this winter). +++
On the lake I scanned the birds that are on the east end of the water, seeing a dozen Pochard, at
least 8 Shoveler and an unexpected Redshank without seeing the Goosander, but as soon as
I had walked west past the gates used by anglers and started along the narrow path running
outside the fence and between it and the gorse I saw the bird through the trees lining the lake the fence and trees obscured the view a bit but the Goosander was sailing around on open
water in full view of anyone on the water. +++
Further east on Sinah Common, immediately opposite Staunton Avenue, George Spraggs not
only saw a pair of Stonechat but had a good but brief view of a male Dartford Warbler.
Yesterday (Dec 8) the number of Bewick’s Swans at Ibsley had gone up to nine, seen by Brian
Bray who had only seen four there on Sunday (Dec 7). Last year John Clark saw a maximum
of 14 Bewick’s at Ibsley in December (on the 14th), but the number increased to 19 or 20 in late
January and early February. I hope a few more turn up before Christmas and that the 14 down
to 9 figures do not reflect the continuing downward trend - in Birds of Hampshire I read that
there were 72 in the Avon Valley as early as 26 Oct in 1990, and that counts of 100 had been
recorded before December in three previous years! +++
Sussex news for Dec 8 included a sighting of 12 Purple Sandpipers and a Snow Bunting at
Newhaven but the SOS website also reported .. ‘Five Purple Sandpipers at Ivy Lake’ ..which
strikes me as being very unusual, assuming Ivy Lake to be the one at Chichester. I have never
heard of them at any inland freshwater site before and I would like confirmation of this sighting
before recording it!
Most results of the New Forest Shrike survey carried out over the past weekend have now
reached Keith Betton and he has published the info which he has to hand. This shows that the
number of Shrikes remained at 4 (same as the November count) but this month a bird was
found at a ‘new site’ in the Beaulieu Road station area while the bird that was on Ocknell Plain
last month was not seen by the official counters this month though it probably was there as a
note from Brian Bray tells me that he saw a Shrike on Ocknell Plain at SU 222106 on Dec 7 (so
I am assuming that five birds were in the Forest this month). +++
News of other birds seen by the Shrike seekers show a dramatic decline in the numbers of
Fieldfare (1396 last month but only 92 this month) and Redwing (549 down to 47). There were
also fewer Hen Harrier and Kestrel sightings - probably due to bad weather over this last
weekend (though strangely the number of Buzzard went up from 15 last month to 23 this time).
The weather also kept the numbers of Meadow Pipit, Dartford Warbler and Stonechat down to
around half the number seen in November (but not seen does not mean not present!) +++
Sussex news for Dec 7 is of two Goosanders and a Black Throated Diver flying past Selsey Bill
where a possible juvenile Surf Scoter was said to have been seen.
MON 08 DEC
Today John Shillitoe found 85 Golden Plover and 110 Lapwing (plus one Stonechat) on the open
fields beside Long Road leading north from Soberton to the Denmead-Corhampton road east
of the Meon. I cannot remember hearing of Golden Plover here but they are no strangers to
the general area - in March this year John found a smaller flock near Big West End Farm a
couple of miles north east of Long Road, and in August Bob Marchant saw a flock of 70 fly over
Old Winchester Hill +++
Down at the mouth of the Meon today Richard Carpenter saw a Bittern in flight over the Titchfield
Haven reeds and counted at least 110 Wigeon from the Meon Canal Path - I notice he does not
mention any Black-tailed Godwit which would normally dominate that scene.
A note on HOSLIST from Roger Webb records his sightings at Southsea in the past few days and
among them are a single Purple Sandpiper ‘on the Castle foreshore’ (that sounds as if it were

seen at low tide when more than the seawall and rocks are exposed). One Slavonian Grebe
and one Razorbill have been seen on the sea in that area, and much further east Roger has
seen two Black Redstarts at Fort Cumberland
SUN 07 DEC
Philip Hack went to the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood today and saw both the Caspian Gull and
the Great White Egret. He says that the Caspian Gull has been based at Mockbeggar Lake
since at least Nov 28 but he could not find it when he first went there on Dec 2. Today however
he .. ‘found it almost immediately at about 2.45 pm in front of the 'screen hide' with Lesser
Black-backed Gulls. It is an adult bird in full winter plumage and just before I left at 3.30 pm it
was preening and showing well with some of the Lesser Black-backs on the small gravel island
in front of the hide. It seems that up to an hour before dusk is the best time to see this bird as it
appears to fly in with the L.B-b.Gulls to roost.’
Early this morning 14 Woodcock were seen in the Rye Harbour area, presumably just part of a
larger number which had flown the Channel during the night. +++
In West Sussex Tony Gutteridge was on the Downs north of Chichester and found at least 25
Bramblings feeding in stubble fields near Beech trees in Monkton Wood (north of Chilgrove, not
far west of West Dean Woods). In his first message Tony told me the birds were near the
‘deserted village’ at Monkton but I could not find this on my map - since then he has told me that
the deserted village is the unnamed ‘building’ marked on the map (but not named) not much
more than 100 metres north west of Monkton Farm close to the pulbic path which also passes
the farm. Not far west of the path in this area a flock of 37 Stock Dove could be seen.
SAT 06 DEC
This morning Simon Wright found a drake Goosander on Sinah Lake, part of the Hayling Island
Golf Club land on Sinah Common. So far as I know this is the first Goosander to reach the
south coast this winter, other than a group of six seen at Rye Harbour on Nov 8 and three
singles seen on different inland Hampshire waters at the end of October (one near the Avon
Causeway, one at Tundry Pond and one at the Wellington Country Park). Last winter the first
Goosander reached Langstone Harbour on Nov 29 (a single female) and in July of 2002
Hampshire had its second ever breeding record of this species when a female was seen with
10 young on the Hampshire Avon +++
As well as the Goosander Simon found a Black Redstart in the Hayling Bay area between the
Beachlands Fun Fair and the Inn on the Beach +++
Brian Fellows was also out on the Hayling Shore this morning counting waders and wildfowl on
the south east Hayling shore from the Chichester Harbour entrance to Mill Rythe (half way up
the island’s east shore). Brian counted close on 3000 birds but 1720 were Dunlin, 458 were
Brent and 178 were Oystercatcher. The only unexpected bird was a single Razorbill, and the
other species of interest was Knot of which 9 were present (I only have two reports of them in
the local harbours this winter, both on Oct 25 when a group of them must have dropped in and
moved on - two were at West Wittering and 13 off the Langstone South Moors on that day).
+++
Round at Broadmarsh on Langstone Harbour shore in the afternoon Doug Robertson saw two
Black-necked Grebe, a female Scaup and a female Common Scoter out in the main Broad
Lake/Chalkdock Lake channel. I suspect the Scoter has been in the harbour since the end of
October but the only reports of it known to me were from Jeff Goodridge on Oct 31, Bob
Chapman on Nov 16 and myself on Dec 3. The Scaup is apparently a newcomer but may well
turn out to be a long-stayer.
In Sussex two Bewick’s Swans seem to have spent last night at Pulborough Brooks but were not
detected until they took off and left early this morning - perhaps heading west to join the three
seen on the Hampshire Avon at Ibsley on Dec 2 (though both groups may have been heading
for Slimbridge as there have been no more reported sightings at Ibsley) +++
Still with Sussex news I see that 3 Great Northern Divers and 2 Red-necked Grebes were seen at
Selsey Bill today, and a first winter Caspian Gull is said to have roosted in Pagham Harbour last
night, and a Purple Sandpiper, a Yellow-legged Gull, a Whimbrel and three Spotted Redshank
were also seen in the harbour today.
So far the only positive reports of Great Grey Shrike sightings from today’s survey in the New

Forest are of two individual birds - one in the north west area near Godshill and the other from
the Burley area. Perhaps of more interest than the Shrikes was a report from Dave Pearson of
two Willow Tits at Fritham - this is only the 18th report of the species in Hampshire for this year
and 12 of those 18 have come from the north of the county, this being only the third report from
the New Forest area (that includes a sighting at Sway, just outside the Forest boundary) - the
other three reports were from the Alice Holt Forest in east Hampshire, Noar Hill near Selborne
and Crab Wood near Winchester. Dave says his sighting was close to the carpark he used
(which was I guess the one by Eyeworth pond rather than up by the pub), and he adds that a
Firecrest was in the same area.
On Nov 28 Kevin Stouse found 32 Canada Geese back at the IBM Lake so I was prepared for the
worst when I went there for the December WeBS count today, but I only saw four of the geese.
A pair were behaving in a very ‘paired and territorial fashion’ on the main reception lake and
another pair were beside the main lake, but no others were to be seen. Teal numbered over 40
and there were 13 Pochard and 2 Tufted Duck in addition to 44 Mallard, while Coot and
Moorhen figures were as expected at 53 and 49 respectively. +++
There were at least 5 Cormorant, one of which was a big adult already showing the white thigh
roundels of breeding plumage (no judge’s wig as yet!), and at least 8 Little Grebe were present.
Out on the islands I put up just two Snipe, and while there was a good variety of gulls numbers
were not high (120 Black-headed, 50 Herring, 20 Common and 12 Great Blackbacks). +++
Just three Herons (and no Egret) were seen, and at the end of the visit I was pleased to see a
male Kestrel (the first I have seen there this year so maybe they will come back to nest again
next spring). A surprise visitor was a single Curlew resting on the grass but it flew soon after I
spotted it.
PLANTS

WED 10 DEC
Happening to find myself on taxi duty with an enforced wait of one hour in the Catherington area
this afternoon I took a walk during which I found two flowering plants of Corn Marigold beside a
bridle way (called ‘The Bridleway’) which skirts the southern edge of the open fields coming
south from Catherington Church - I suspect the plants may have come from gardens rather
than the grass fields. +++
Later in my walk, in grass beside the pavement along Catherington Lane, I found a single plant of
Meadow Buttercup in flower.
SUN 07 DEC
Brian Fellows’ weekly newsletter from Brook Meadow in Emsworth records a dozen or so plants
still flowering there with Winter Heliotrope now in full flower (though there will be more to come)
and both Herrb Robert and Ivy-leaved Toadflax still holding on, but I think the most unusual
plant there continues to be Wild Angelica which, Brian says, has new pink tinged flowers still
opening (these are plants which benefitted from a late mowing of the meadow which cleared
the competition and gave them a new lease of life).
SAT 06 DEC
The Havant Wildlife Group outing today was led by Jim Berry on a circular route from Walderton in
the upper Ems valley west towards Stansted House via the Racton Folly, then through
Stansted Park to return along Woodlands Lane. Jim tells me that their .. ‘flower list comprised
13 types including some of what I regard as "very much out of season species" - Herb Robert,
Red Campion, Garlic Mustard, Spear Thistle, Nodding Thistle, Creeping Buttercup and
Nipplewort.’ In sheltered places in Havant I still see Nipplewort fairly frequently, and can find
Herb Robert flowers if I search for them but the others on Jim’s list have not been seen by me
for weeks.
INSECTS

THU 11 DEC
A Hummingbird Hawkmoth has been active ‘over the past couple of days’ around lights (probably
flourescent) in the reception area of the Basingstoke council offices. This news is on the BC
website and comes from Julian Forsyth.

WED 10 DEC
The Butterfly Conservation (Hampshire branch) website today carries news from David Tinling at
Gosport of two Red Admiral sightings there last Sunday (Dec 7) and a further sighting on Dec
2. The two sightings on Dec 7 were almost certainly of different insects - one was feeding on
Hebe in his garden in the Haslar area and the other was sunning itself near Stokes Bay.
SAT 06 DEC
Philip Hack today sent me news of some interesting moth records he has made during November
at his outside house lights without using his moth trap, and his list includes two species which
are new for the year. A ‘Figure of Eight’ (not to be confused with Figure of Eighty!) turned up at
Philip’s door (in Upton Crecent at Nursling on the north west edge of Southampton) on Nov 1
and he says he had not seen this species for two years prior to this sighting. No one else has
recorded it this year on the Hampshire BC website but it was seen last year on Oct 26 by Paul
Boswell at Greywell. +++
Another good find was the first Winter Moth of the season - one of these was seen (again by Paul
Boswell) on Jan 21 this year but that would have been a male at the end of its flight period for
for 2002/3 winter - incidentally this is one of the species in which the females are flightless, and
the observations were both of males flying in search of females which they would normally find
crawling around on fruit trees where they will lay their eggs which turn into caterpillars that can
do serious damage by eating fruit tree leaves. Other species seen by Philip since the end of
October were November Moth, Feathered Thorn and Red-Green Carpet.
OTHER WILDLIFE
SAT 06 DEC
Richard Carpenter was out in the area around Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley today and found a
list of fungi which tells me that the ‘October fungus hunting season’ has at last arrived. Richard
picks out fifteen species which he saw and they include the edible Oyster Mushroom, Parasol
Mushroom and Wood Blewit together with the first Magpie Fungus and Lycoperdon pyriforme
puff ball which I have heard of. The pretty Mycena pura and Porcelain Fungus were also on the
list with Butter Cap, Blushing Bracket, Dryad’s Saddle, Clouded Agaric, Common Ink-cap,
Yellow-brain, Candle-snuff, and lastlythe Artist’s Fungus to provide a pencil with which to make
the list.
Sixteen species of fungi were found today by the Havant Wildlife Group as they walked around
Stansted East Park and the Walderton area of the upper Ems valley, by far the best find being
the excellent edible mushroom called ‘The Prince’ (Agaricus augustus). Also worth including in
the edible list was Wood Blewit but not worth picking were Giant Polypore, Yellow Brain fungus,
Pluteus cervinus (Deer fungus) and False Death Cap
WEEK 49 DEC 1 - 7
BIRDS

SAT 06 DEC
On Nov 28 Kevin Stouse found 32 Canada Geese back at the IBM Lake so I was prepared for the
worst when I went there for the December WeBS count today, but I only saw four of the geese.
A pair were behaving in a very ‘paired and territorial fashion’ on the main reception lake and
another pair were beside the main lake, but no others were to be seen. Teal numbered over 40
and there were 13 Pochard and 2 Tufted Duck in addition to 44 Mallard, while Coot and
Moorhen figures were as expected at 53 and 49 respectively. +++
There were at least 5 Cormorant, one of which was a big adult already showing the white thigh
roundels of breeding plumage (no judge’s wig as yet!), and at least 8 Little Grebe were present.
Out on the islands I put up just two Snipe, and while there was a good variety of gulls numbers
were not high (120 Black-headed, 50 Herring, 20 Common and 12 Great Blackbacks). +++
Just three Herons (and no Egret) were seen, and at the end of the visit I was pleased to see a
male Kestrel (the first I have seen there this year so maybe they will come back to nest again
next spring). A surprise visitor was a single Curlew resting on the grass but it flew soon after I

spotted it.

FRI 05 DEC
This may seem a stange time of year to discuss Little Terns but they were the subject of an early
morning feature on Radio Solent today, and what’s more the programme told me of a possible
cause of their terminal decline which I had not heard before. The focus of the item was on the
Little Tern colony at Chesil beach in Dorset (the Langstone Harbour colony was mentioned as
being the nearest colony east of this one). We were told that pre-1950 some 4,000 pairs
nested at Chesil but the number has declined to just 40 pairs this year, and that the sum total of
their breeding efforts was just 4 chicks hatching (we were not told if they survived their fledgling
period). +++
The facet of their fate which was new to me, though hardly surprising when you think about it, was
the thought that their breeding failure may now be a function of old age. We were told that of
the 40 pairs only one in five even laid eggs (bringing us down to 8 nests) and of those only one
egg in four hatched (four out of sixteen if each pair laid the minimum of two eggs, though
healthy birds can lay three eggs). +++
We were told that temperature sensors were placed in some of the scrapes and showed that the
temperature fell below the minimum for incubation on several occasions - maybe showing that
the birds were leaving the eggs uncovered for too long and that could be the result of normal
factors that the birds have to contend with (disturbance by foxes or even flooding of the nest,
though that was not mentioned) but could also be a function of forgetfulness that comes with
old age in humans, so maybe also in birds? +++
The clincher though lies in the fact that only 20% of the birds even laid eggs. We are often told
how ‘site faithful’ birds are when migrants return to nest, and it is not difficult to see that
(assuming that the birds in question live for several years) a period of declining breeding
success in any species will result in a rise in the average age of birds at any one site. Those
that bred as adults this year will return next year with a less than suffcient number of this year’s
chicks to keep the average age low, and so on. With 40 pairs present this year and just four of
this year’s chicks returning with them next year the average age of the colony will have gone up
by nearly one year... +++
Putting up fences, shooting foxes, luring Kestrels away from the Tern chicks by laying out a
regular supply of dead Chicken chicks under the local Kestrel nest, and employing volunteers
to live in caravans and watch the birds will do little to turn around a terminal population decline
if the population is too old to have sex or defend their progeny.
As regular readers of my notes will be aware I am very conscious of how little the average birder
(let alone the average man) sees of wildlife. This is no dig at the skill of the average birder but
simply a statement of fact, and Bob Marchant (well known for his ability to see more Pom
Skuas than anyone else at Selsey Bill, winning the Pom King title in 2002 by a combination of
observation and determination) today added further proof of my theory when, after carefully
checking the Hook Links scrape and finding just seven Snipe present, was surprised to see 40
Snipe rise from the ground with no obvious cause of their disturbance (most likely, as he
suggests, a low pass over them by a Sparrowhawk when he was not looking). +++
Also present at Hook were 73 Wigeon, 128 Teal, 6 Shoveler, 81 Lapwing, 57 Blackwits, 16 Curlew
and 2 Cetti’s Warblers near the path past Christmas House. +++
Bob also saw the Ring-billed Gull at the Gosport Cockle Pond today, and Peter Raby proved that
is is not as lazy as I have been making out - it was there before 9am today (though that time
would also coincide with the high tide!) +++
In between Hook and Gosport there were 5 Sanderling at Titchfield Haven, and two exclamation
marks (rather than some note saying ‘still present’) following Chilean Flamingo in the day list on
their official website tends to confirm that the daylist is compiled by someone who does not
necessarily know much about the birds at the site. My understanding is that this bird has been
at the Haven for a month (first reported on Nov 7 after probably flying over from the Beaulieu
River) though I have only heard of it being seen on Nov 23 and 26 after the first sighting and
before today
Over in Sussex there were 70 Brambling in the Lee Farm area on the downs south of Storrington
(where Adrian Thomas saw 50 on Nov 30). A single Hen Harrier was also seen there by Bernie

Forbes who, earlier in the day, had been at East Head and Snow Hill at West Wittering where
he found ‘loads of Golden Plover’. At Snow Hill he found 3 Firecrest and a single Spotted
Redshank, and saw the Black Brant which returned there on Nov 27. In the winter of 2001-02
a family group of a male Brent and a female Brant came to Wittering with four hybrid young,
and as this current Brant was identified by Bernie Forbes as a hybrid, it is assumedly all that
remains of that family group - or does someone know better? +++
On East Head no Little Stint could be seen but there was a partially oiled Red-throated Diver +++
While thinking of the Chichester Harbour area I see that Eric Davis has two male Blackcaps eating
cotoneaster berries in his Fishbourne garden during the past couple of weeks - the first time he
has had them in the garden in the 12 years he has lived there. Maybe we are just hearing more
reports nowadays but numbers of Blackcap do seem to be high this winter.
From East Sussex we have (on the SOS website) a November summary of birds seen at Rye
Harbour which gives a count of 19 (on Nov 27) for the Snow Bunting flock - when Andy Mayo
originally reported this flock he was not certain if all the birds were Snow Buntings, but he has
perhaps changed his mind. Equally interesting to me is news that 50 or more Corn Buntings
are currently on the reserve. Another item which caught my eye in the report was a count of 33
Brent ashore and presumably feeding on Nov 26. I had thought that Brent flew past East
Sussex but did not put down until they reached Pagham or Chichester Harbours, but I see that
parties do make short visits to the Rye area (generally, I think, stopping off on passage in
spring or autumn, but in very cold weather in Jan 1997 I see that 151 Brent were seen at Rye
through the second half of January). This current record may be unusual in that it is a bit late
for newly arrived migrants (can anyone confirm if some Brent are still moving west?) and is
hardly a cold weather influx of birds driven from other frozen sites. +++
Just 8 White-front Geese were seen on Nov 9 and the peak counts of Greylag and Canada Geese
were just 63 and 48 respectively (though these figures may ignore much larger numbers at Pett
Level and elsewhere outside the Rye reserve). One species that has not had a mention so far
this winter on the SOS website is Smew but Andy writes that ‘A few female 'red-head' Smew
were seen at Ternery Pool during the month, but as yet no drakes.’
THU 04 DEC
A brief anonymous note on the SOS website today reports the presence of a Yellow-browed
Warbler with Chiff-chaffs at the Chichester gravel pit lakes and gives a mapref of SU 871033
which would place it along the path from the northwest entrance (from the layby on the Selsey
Road near the Chichester bypass) in the area of the small pools on your right as you walk south
towards the Trout Lakes. +++
At Piddinghoe on the River Ouse just north of Newhaven Michael Hakwins saw a Red-throated
Diver fly off from Piddinghoe Pond where at least three Bearded Tits were also seen. Reports
from Sussex over the past few winters show that Red-throated Divers are not uncommon on
inland waters in that county +++
Peter Hughes has today put a note of recent sightings at Pulborough Brooks on the SOS website,
admitting that his recently expressed fear of a shortage of wildfowl at the reserve following a
long period of dry weather was groundless. On Nov 17 Pete wrote .. ‘Pintail numbers in single
figures due to the very dry autumn we having!’ Today he reports a count of 100 Pintail with 200
Wigeon and 500 Teal plus 45 Shoveler. Two Egyptian Geese (which have been in the Arun
valley all this year) are still with the Greylags and Canadas but more interestingly Pete
comments on a note from James Havers at Crawley where (on Nov 30) James was intrigued to
see a small flock of Redpoll feeding on weed seed far from any trees. At Pulborough Pete says
he also saw some 25 Redpolls with other finches away from trees - a few of them were on
Teasel and Ragwort heads but several were on a gravel path and he wonders if the main
purpose of their visit was to pick up grit to act as millstones in their gizzards, something that
most if not all passerines need to stock up with from time to time. +++
Further Sussex news for yesterday (Dec 3) comes from Church Norton where four Firecrest were
seen, plus 18 Med Gulls on the shore there. The anonymous note reporting these birds also
says ‘Avocet in the harbour’ which implies to me that only one Avocet was seen. On Nov 1 ten
were seen in the harbour and eight were reported on Nov 26 - hopefully they have not gone as
a small winter flock of Avocet is one of the attractions of a winter visit to Pagham.

One tiny personal observation that may be of interest is that Collared Dove song has become
must more noticeable in Havant in the past few days, and while I was taking a short walk this
morning I twice thought that I heard Blackbird subsong. +++
A note from Bob Chapman tells us that the Brent and Wigeon for which he feared there would be
an insufficient supply of fresh grass on Farlington Marshes this winter can both be seen feeding
there. The grazing flock of Brent number up to 1300 birds and while he does not give a number
for the Wigeon he does say that .. ‘The grass has grown a bit and this is giving some grazing for
Brent and Wigeon, but I suspect the food quality is poor. There will be relatively few plant
sugars in the growth as it has been made with low sunlight levels. This might explain why
Wigeon can be seen feeding in some very unusual places, perhaps they are seeking out the
better grass when that in their usual feeding areas is poor. Usually Wigeon feed close to water,
only flying out into the fields later in the winter. This year many are already feeding well out in
the centre of the fields and it is only just December.’
WED 03 DEC
Last Sunday (Nov 30) Adrian Thomas found some 50 Brambling on the Sussex Downs south of
Storrington, and today Mike Rafter came on more than 100 of them, with many other finches,
feeding on Sunflowers appparently planted as game cover in the open farmland stretching
south east from Cheesefoot Head towards Owslebury to the east of Winchester. His first find
was at Lane End Down (no news of raptors there today) where Mike reckoned there were over
30 Brambling amongst a Chaffinch flock (I think these were just feeding on the ground with no
Sunflowers) before he moved on to the Longwood Warren area where more than 70 Brambling
were among 300 mixed finches that were feeding on one or more blocks of planted sunflowers.
The finches included Greenfinches, Chaffinches, Goldfinches and Linnets, and it sounds to me
as if these sunflowers must have been planted with wild birds in mind as, while they no doubt
serve as shelter for gamebirds, the latter are unlikely to benefit much from the few seeds that
the finches let fall to the ground (unless the game keeper cuts of some of the flower heads and
leaves them on the ground).
Over on the Isle of Wight there was a Birdguides report today of a Ring Ouzel seen near the
bridge under which the eastern Yar flows into Bembridge harbour. This could be a very late
migrant heading south but may equally well be one that thinks it has a good chance of surviving
the winter here in the Brading marshes so no doubt people will be keeping an eye out for it.
The anonymous report does not even say if the bird was a male or female... +++
Here on the mainland I made a circuit of the Bedhampton and Langstone areas of Havant and
watched a female Common Scoter off the Budds Farm shore. It was making its neat ‘jump
dives’ out in the area where Broad Lake becomes Chalk Dock Lake and was I think finding
some shellfish on the bottom as on two occasions when it surfaced it kept a very low profile with
head down as it it were munching something in the water. A flock of ten Goldeneye were close
to it and a couple of Great Crested Grebes and one Black-necked were also fishing in this area.
Jeff Goodridge was here recently (I think on Dec 1) and saw 15 Black-necked Grebe as well as
30 Mergansers, 11 Little and 10 Great Crested Grebes plus 8 Goldeneye. +++
The Kingfisher was as usual fishing in the Hermitage Stream just above Harts Farm Way - when
first seen it was perched on brambles on the west bank (where I did not expect it) but it was
soon disturbed and flew back to the metal railings above one of the culvert outfalls on the east
bank. I didn’t check the abandoned playing fields but I think that the Brent may have been
feeding on them at high tide - at any rate while I was watching the water off Broadmarsh more
then 50 Brent flew onto the water from somewhere inland to the north. +++
On Budds Farm Pools the Pochard had increased from the 14 which Martin Hampton saw on Nov
27 to at least 20 but there were only a dozen Shoveler. A pair of Swans were back, presumably
the pair which own the territory.
Over in the Lymington area today Steve Keen saw two Great Northern Divers off Tanners Lane
where the winter Whimbrel is still present, and in Southampton Dave Holland took a lunchtime
walk by the Tanners Brook (which flows down between the General Hospital and the Ordnance
Survey offices where Dave works, down to the Millbrook shore), seeing a Firecrest as well as
Grey Wagtail, Chiffchaff, Goldcrests and a Great Spotted Woodpecker) +++
Lastly for today I have a note from Adrian Martin confirming that Water Pipit do occasionally

appear on the shore at Titchfield Haven - within the past two weeks he watched one there for
some time at less than 20 yards range and is quite sure of its identity. I hope my recent
comments were not interpreted as meaning that I did not believe that there could have been a
Rock Pipit on the shore, all I was trying to say is that I feel uncomfortable about passing on
information which may be incorrect, often for quite forgiveable reasons (inexperience, bad
weather or an unco-operative bird). When an unusual species is seen (or a common one in
unusal circumstance) a word or two of supporting evidence acknowledging that the observer
recognizes that the observation was unusual and has some evidence to support his claim to
have seen whatever it may be is far more convincing than the unadorned appearance of the
species name in a list!
TUE 02 DEC
Continuing from where we left off in the above notes for Wednesday it would appear that
someone has claimed a sighting of a Caspian Gull in the Blashford Lakes area at Ringwood,
but all I know about it is that one person wanted to know where it could be seen (I don’t know
how he heard of it), and that two others went to look for it at Mockbeggar Lake and did not see
it. That negative news did however have a positive side as through it I learnt that there were
three Bewick’s Swans at Ibsley today and that the Great White Egret is still at the Blashford
Lakes. +++
Today’s local news comes from John Shillitoe who was on Hayling Island and saw a Slavonian
Grebe in the mouth of Chichester Harbour when he was at Black Point, and then found 120
Sanderling at Beachlands (presumably by Beachlands he means the area close to the Fun Fair
rather than the Gunner Point shore south of the Golf Course, but John does not say if these
birds were roosting on shingle at high tide or running along the sandy shore with the tide out).
Up on the north west shoulder of Portsdown one Peregrine was perching on its usual electricity
pylon over looking White Dell Farm and the Wallington River. +++
Mike Rafter could only find one Hawfinch by the canal at the end of Mercer’s Way in Romsey
today but yesterday Alan Perry was lucky enough to see at least seven in the tree tops of
Eartham Wood (on the east side of the A285 Chichester to Petworth road as it climbs the south
side of the Downs)
MON 01 DEC
Russell Wynn today published his regular summary of birds he has seen in the Lymington area
during the past month. Items which caught my eye and which have not been mentioned in
other birders’ reports (so were news to me) started with a sighting of a Manx Shearwater on
Nov 6, a late Swallow on Nov 2 (the only Hampshire Swallow reported in November though
there were 8 sightings in Sussex up to Nov 24 and one on the Isle of Wight on Nov 23), an
elusive Water Pipit seemingly present throughout the month, and maximum counts of 69
Gadwall, 82 Pintail and 105 Shoveler sometime during the month. +++
Other birds which have been reported are two Great Northen Divers which Steve Lankester saw
on Nov 17 and thought were parent and youngster - Russell says that two birds (presumably
these two) were present from Nov 15 to the month end. Similarly with Slavonian Grebe - two
casual reports of single birds came from Mike Rafter on Nov 19 and 26, whereas Russell was
aware of one present on Nov 5 with the count rising to 3 birds by month end. +++
Other maxima recorded during the month were 256 Black-tailed Godwit, 71 Merganser, 52
Swans, 36 Eider and 32 Little Grebe with only 17 Shelduck. I would certainly like to know more
about the Blackwits - we recently had a one-off report of over 200 at Titchfield Haven on Nov 26
with no other report from there of more than 15 during the month, making me wonder if this was
a party prospecting for good winter feeding grounds and not being happy with what was on
offer at the Haven so moving on - perhaps to the Lymington Marshes/Avon Water floods,
perhaps to the Avon Valley? It might shed some light on this if we knew if the Godwit flock were
resident at Lymington through the month or were a one day wonder (and if so on what day).
Today brought a male and a female Blackcap into my Havant garden (and they are still present on
Dec 2), and it also brought email news of a female arriving at Norman Hunt’s bird table in his
Olivers Battery area garden in Winchester (Norman’s first for the winter), while yesterday
brought Mark Litjens his first (a male) at Hedge End ouside Southampton. Also yesterday Ian
Calderwood saw one in the Gilkicker area at Gosport, and on Nov 29 Robert Watson had his

first (a female) at Basingstoke. +++
Hopefully intending to stay in the east Solent was a Great Northern Diver seen off Hill Head today
by Richard Carpenter - I have not recorded one there since last January. Not far to the east
Peter Raby found the Ring-billed Gull still showing at the Gosport Cockle Pond, while in the
Forton area north of Gosport center John Norton had a tantalising sighting of what he thought
might have been a Tree Sparrow - unfortunately the bird flew off and the prize eluded him. +++
John has other news from Forton Lake, on the Portsmouth Harbour west shore, of two Sandwich
Terns seen resting there on Nov 29, where he also saw one on Nov 26, but I would guess that
these are from the party of four said to be in Langstone Harbour in mid November (three of
which were probably the birds seen off Seaview on the Isle of Wight on Nov 28). +++
A brief outing in the late afternoon took me past the Wade Court egret roost where I paused to
have a quick look with no intention of stopping to count the birds. From the seawall I saw six
birds and then went on up Wade Lane to find another 26 Egrets in the Pony fields immediately
north of Wade Court where they were searching for a bite of supper before it became dark and
they would have to fly into the trees. So without any proper count I know there was a minimum
of 32 birds roosting there tonight.
Just two items relating to today were on the SOS website when I checked it this evening. One
tells me that the five Bearded Tits are still at Piddinghoe Pond on the banks of the Sussex Ouse
just north of Newhaven, and the other comes from Sue Kinight who reports a dead, unoiled
Little Auk washed up at Eastbourne and goes on to ask if it is normal for Fulmars to be already
(apparently) checking out nest sites on the Seven Sisters cliffs just west of Beachy Head at this
time of year. +++
I certainly can’t anwer that question but a minimal attempt at researching their annual life cycle
leaves me with more questions than answers. I read that Fulmars normally lay their eggs in
early May and are tied to the nest for up to four months (incubation takes 6 to 8 weeks and the
youngster does not fly for another 6 to 8 weeks). The Sussex Bird Reports for recent years tell
me that the Fulmar is a ‘fairly common breeding species and passage migrant, resident on
coastal cliffs from November to September’, and it is clear that numbers of these birds return to
their breeding cliffs in November and can be seen along the shoreline throughout most of the
year , or at least until September. What I call my ‘Boy’s book of bird nests’ (the Blandford
‘Nesting Birds’ of 1967) tells me that ‘Fulmars wheeling above a cliff in the breeding season are
not necessarily breeding, they prospect new sites for several years without laying, although
they sit on ledges as if incubating’, so I guess the birds which Sue saw where participating in
this lengthy process of chosing a house and starting a family which may take a good many
years. +++
Another question raised in my mind, with no current first hand knowledge of the East Sussex
coast, is exactly how many birds do breed there. We read daylist seawatching reports
recording 100 or more Fulmar regularly present from Brighton marina eastward, especially in
the March to May period, and this (together with the ‘fairly common breeding species’ phrase in
the species description) has led me to think of cliffs covered with fifty to a hundred or more
nests, but my reading of the species accounts in the Sussex Bird Reports in search of breeding
information was not very helful until I found that the latest report (for 2001, though the 2002
report is said to be currently ‘in the post’) has an article on the ‘current status of breeding
seabirds in Sussex’ which features the results of a survey of these birds during the breeding
season in 2000. +++
The Fulmars’ habit of pretending to be nesting when they have in fact laid no eggs prevented an
accurate count of nests with eggs but the 2000 survey did record 121 ‘apparently occupied
sites’ between Roedean (just east of Brighton) and the Fairlight Cliffs (just east of Hastings).
Interestingly, although we hear much more of Fulmars seen west of Beachy Head than of those
to the east of Beachy, 78 of the 121 ‘nests’ were in fact on the Fairlight cliffs at Hastings. +++
Breeding success seems to be nil in most years and negligible in others. There is no mention of
breeding success in the account of the 2000 survey and I have to go back to the 1997 SBR to
find the first mention of any chicks (just one chick reported in that year, with six young in nests
at Newhaven in 1996). +++

One other fact that is relevant to Fulmar breeding in Sussex is that the species is a relatively new
arrival on the south coast. My Popular Handbook, first published in 1952, says that Fulmar had
recently been expanding their range southwards in Britain and had (by the late 1960s when my
edition was printed) reached as far as Norfolk on the east coast, and as far as Dorset on the
west coast and then eastward along the channel, and it goes on to say that the birds ‘have
been prospecting in Sussex’. The 2001 SBR writes of three surveys of the species prior to
2000 - in 1969 the ‘apparently occupied sites’ numbered 30, by 1985 the count was 106 and by
1987 the number had only risen to 116 (compared to the 2000 count of 121), so it would appear
that expansion of numbers has more or less ceased, but breeding has yet to begin in earnest!
+++
The one thing that does come out of this is a firm ‘yes’ answer to Sue’s question ‘Is it normal for
the birds to be back at their nest sites in November?’.
SUN 30 NOV
Adrian Thomas was on the Sussex Downs south of Storrington and a good 2 km south of the
South Downs Way when he today found a big finch flock near Lee Farm. The birds included ..
‘possibly up to 50 Brambling with a large flock of Greenfinch and Chaffinch (plus
Yellowhammers, Reed Bunting). 150+ Linnet and 140+ Skylark were nearby.’ Greenfinch
numbers are certainly picking up everywhere now. +++
Last Friday (Nov 28) a flock of 19 small birds seen on the shore of Rye Bay near Winchelsea was
seen to contain some Snow Buntings but it was not certain how many. We now have two more
reports of Snow Buntings from that area - also on Friday a flock of 15 were seen on the Camber
Sands beach and today a group of 8 were in the same area of shore at Camber. +++
Of equal interest to me was the presence of around a dozen Tree Sparrows in a kale field in the
Rye Harbour area where the current list of ‘good birds’ includes 1000 Golden Plover, 3 Hen and
2 Marsh Harriers, the Pett Level Shorelark and both 5 Scaup and a Ruddy Duck. +++
By the River Ouse south of Lewes 5 Bearded Tits were seen in reeds by Piddinghoe Pond, a site
at which so far as I can see they have not been previously recorded. I find this of interest as it
seems to indicate that the season for Bearded Tit dispersal is more extended than I had
thought or that they take much longer over their autumnal journies than I would have expected.
This year, as usual, there were several reports of ‘high flying’ Bearded Tits taking off from the
reed beeds in which they had been ‘confined’ since they hatched earlier this year or since the
previous autumn. These reports fell between Sep 20 and Oct 19 this year, fitting in with my
pre-conception of a short ‘window’ for their journeying. Once again, however, the news coming
over the internet has prompted me to extend my knowledge of bird behaviour.... +++
Looking at the Sussex Bird Reports for the past few years I see that it is relatively common for
Bearded Tits to turn up at new sites in the months of November, December and January
(possibly driven by hard weather and the exhaustion of the food supply in their home reedbed),
and the Hampshire Bird Report for 2000 tells me that two parties of high flying birds left
Farlington Marshes on April 22 and May 5 respectively (possibly indicating a regular spring
passage). +++
Another, less unexpected, arrival of passage birds was recorded at the Testwood Lakes today
when 8 Avocet dropped in and were seen swimming around in the lake (perhaps for safety until
they had done their ‘risk assessment’ for coming ashore). I suspect this was just a short
stopover before these birds move on to swell the huge winter flock in Pool Harbour (maybe
more than 1000 of them there by now though I have seen no count since one of 300 back on
Oct 4).
A note from Colin Bates of his sightings by the River Itchen in the Bishopstoke/Eastleigh area
today caught my eye when he wrote .. ‘1 Peregrine with kill on pylon (there were no feathers
underneath so I assume it was a mammal)’. This struck me as odd as I have always thought of
Peregrines as purely aerial hunters of birds. I then remembered being told of one of the
Peregrines that hunts Langstone Harbour which, in the breeding season, would perch on a
post on one of the RSPB islands and, when it felt ‘peckish’ would hop down onto the ground,
walk across to a gull or tern nest and take one of the chicks - maybe not a mammal, but
certainly not the hard won gain of an aerial dog-fight. Checking further I see that my old
Popular Handbook dating back to 1952 tells me in the Food section of the Peregrine

description that .. ‘some mammals up to the size of Rabbit are taken’. +++
In another setaside field in the Bishopstoke area Colin found three of the four Dartford Warblers
which Dave Unsworth had seen in the same field on Nov 15 - I wonder if it has gorse in or near
it or if these birds are happy to stay in a weedy arable field with perhaps nothing better than
brambles to give them food and shelter from frost and rain during the winter. Walking further up
river towards Brambridge Colin heard a Mistle Thursh singing and saw one Jack Snipe (this
area is very good for both Snipe and Jack Snipe in winter but so far this winter the only report of
Jack Snipe has been from Dave Unsworth who came on four of them on Nov 15 - the same day
that he saw the four Dartford Warblers).
This morning my cycle ride took me to North Hayling, hoping to check out the large number of
Brent Geese I had seen rise from the Northney Marsh fields on Friday when looking across the
water from Warblington. Turning south along the road past these Northney shore fields I
thought it unlikely that I would see any Brent as the sound of almost continuous gunfire came
from somewhere behind the houses in the St Peter’s Avenue area (I heard afterwards that
there is a regular ‘skeet’ shoot there), but a stop near Upper Tye farm (where the foootpath
goes across the south of the ‘North Hayling plain’ to Northwood Farm) showed me an
estimated 400 Brent on fresh green winter cereal, and later I found more like 450 on Verner
Common, so it would seem that the gunfire had not deterred the geese, just moved them a few
fields. +++
Before seeing these geese I stopped at North Common and found a small flock of perhaps 20
mixed Redwing and Blackbirds with a dozen Greenfinch and half a dozen Goldfinch, and
elsewhere on the island I saw more of both species with more Greenfinch than Goldfinch,
contradicting my recent comments on the absence of Greenfinch and the abundance of
Goldfinch. +++
Also at North Common a single Kestrel was perched on an oak tree in full view of Warblington
Castle Tower across the water some 1400 metres to the north, making me wonder if the birds,
which nest in tower but which are never seen hunting over the fields around it, regularly come
across the water to hunt and avoid attracting attention to their nest area.. I wonder if anyone
can tell me if the pair of Kestrels regularly seen hunting at the Oysterbeds (just another
kilometre west of North Common and only just over 2 kilometres from the Castle Tower) have a
known nest site on North Hayling? +++
There was little to see at the Oysterbeds other than 5 Little Grebe that are now a regular sight in
the saline lagoon, plus two lonely Brent on the same water far from any flock, but a few
Merganser, Great Crested Grebe and Black-necked Grebe were out in the Langstone Channel
and Broad Lake area. +++
Back on the mainland I am pretty sure that the first Golden Plover of the winter were resting on the
mud to the east of Langstone Pond - just 14 of them showing their rich brown plumage amond
the 50 or so Lapwing. +++
A final note for today comes from Simon Harthill at Titchfield Haven where he saw 60 Eider
offshore and had 5 Bearded Tits, a Firecrest, and a male Sparrowhawk but includes in his
report a count of ‘only 3 Blackwits’. Maybe that is what he saw on the scrapes without checking
the watermeadows and river further upstream where any big flock is to be expected, but the
absence of other reports of Godwits from the Haven is making me wonder if they have now
abandoned the Meon as their winter home and all moved to the Avon valley?
SAT 29 NOV
On Thursday evening when Barry Yates was counting Egrets coming in to roost at Rye Harbour,
and was standing at the Bittern viewpoint, he only saw one Bittern but today Andy Mayo (who
must, I think, be one of the assitant wardens) was working in the reedbeds there he had five
different sightings of Bittern and says he is sure that at least three were of different birds. +++
A couple of other items of Sussex news are of recent sightings. On Nov 27, when the Pallas’s
Warbler was seen at West Wittering, and the first Black Brant was in nearby fields, I overlooked
one item that is likely to be of general interest, namely the first sighting for this winter of six Little
Stint on East Head at the mouth of Chichester Harbour. Stints do occasionally winter in various
places along the south coast, but the East Head area has acquired a unique reputation over the
past few years of having a regular small flock there. This tradition seems to have started in

1998 when four were seen there in November and five in December, in 1999 there were six in
November and three in December, in 2000 up to ten were in the area in December and in 2001
fifteen were there in December. Last autumn brought a count of 9 at the start of November but
the winter flock seen from December to February was of no more than 5 birds. +++
The other Sussex item dates from Nov 21 when Audrey Wende happened to be near Eastbourne
Pier at dusk on a cloudy evening. She saw an immense cloud of Starlings wheeling overhead
for 20 minutes until, at some unperceived signal, they all simultanteously dived under the pier
to stay the night . Audrey says .. ‘A gun was fired three times towards the end of their display to
try and dislodge them, but to no avail. Even a passing sparrowhawk had no effect on them’ ..
and she goes on to ask if the similar huge roost still occurs at Brighton’s West Pier now much of
the structure that gave the birds shelter has been burnt away - I don’t know the answer to that.
In Hampshire Martin Pitt saw a first winter Little Gull and a Red-throated Diver in the Hurst spit
area, and from Tanner’s Lane, east of Lymington, Mike Rafter saw both Great Northern and
Black-throated Divers. Mike also saw a Little Auk fly west, but that was from the Milford on sea
shore carpark.
A couple of days ago I reported the sighting of a Water Pipit on the shore at Titchfield Haven,
taking the news from the list of sightings that currently appears almost daily on the Titchfield
Haven official website, but I have since had a query as to the authenticity of this info as, while
Rock Pipits are regularly to be seen on the shore any Water Pipits at the Haven are likely to be
around the edges of the water in flooded meadows (particularly the one in the north of the
reserve where a footpath from Crofton Farm on the Titchfield to Stubbington road crosses the
river to join the Canal Path). +++
In the past their website has carried occasional detailed reports of what is present at the Haven,
and they were pretty clearly written by the wardens and could be relied on for accuracy. One
problem with those reports was finding time to compile them, and (like the proverbial buses)
one would wait for up to a month and then see a mass of recent information that was never
quite up to data. In trying to improve their service it seems (I have no inside info on this!) that
the job of putting a daily list of sightings on the website has been delegated to someone with
more free time but less knowledge of the wildlife so we are getting frequent up to date lists
which probably come from what visitors to the reserve report as having seen, and which are
possibly listed without further checking. What’s more annoying is that the only info now
available is the current day’s list which is overwritten by the next list without any facility to look
back through past records and I hope that can be rectified for the benefit of people who do not
visit the werbsite on a daily basis. It also seems that we have lost the excellent photos of
rarities which used to adorn the old web page.
PLANTS

WED 03 DEC
Winter Heliotrope flowers were fully out today along a hundred yard stretch of busy roadside
connecting the Forty Acres roundabout (where you come off the southbound A3M if heading for
Chichester) and the small roundabout from which a slip road takes you onto the A27. From
there I cycled on to Broadmarsh and went to its northern end and then a short distance along
the path running below the A27. By this path, just before getting to the concrete stream outfall
in the centre of this stretch of path, I found a number of Bee Orchid leaf rosettes giving promise
for next summer (Bee Orchids have long been a feature of this path as it nears Farlington
Marshes but I have never before seen them at the east end of this path though there are plenty
of other sites for them in that general area). +++
One other thing I noted here (and in many other places in the past few days) is the appearance of
bright red/orange berries on Foetid Iris plants - the seed cases are just splitting to reveal the
fresh berries that will persist for months to come. Among other plants I was pleased to find
Meadow Sweet still putting out fresh new flowers by the Langbrook stream.
SUN 30 NOV
On north Hayling today I stopped by a field entrance between cottages at Northney when I saw a
mass of Black Nightshade still in flower, and while there noticed a mass of Feverfew in one of
the adjacent cottage gardens. Checking this out with my binoculars I saw that this crowded

garden also had several patches of a bright blue and went closer to get a better view - it turned
out to be coming from perhaps a dozen plants of Borage all covered with buds and freshly open
flowers. +++
Continuing past Northney Church I found the Strawberry tree covered with its clusters of white
bell-shaped flowers and stopped to see if there were Strawberry like fruits among the flowers
(as is usually the case) but I could see none on this tree. One other thing I noticed in this village
was the start of flowering on many Greater Periwinkle plants. +++
Reaching the Oysterbeds I made a routine call at the gate leading from the Coastal Path into the
rough meadow that lies between it and the Oysterbed pools, and as I hoped found the first
flowers on the big patch of Sweet Violets growing under brambles immediately north of the
gatepost. +++
Back on the mainland, passing between Wade Court and the Old Farmhouse, I found the number
of flower stems now showing above the Winter Heliotrope leaves had risen from the four I saw
on Friday to eight, and just one flower was starting to open. (Passing again on Monday the
number of stems had again risen to twelve but still no flowers were fully open) +++
Back in my own garden two plants were flowering which may be of slight interest. One is Wavy
Bittercress (in addition to the Hairy Bittercress that can be found everywhere and which is
starting to flower) and the other is a garden flower ‘gone wild’ - Perennial Cornflower
INSECTS

WED 03 DEC
Today Martin Cade had a Red Admiral on the wing at Portland Bill amd back on Nov 28 I see that
Lawrence Holloway had two in his Aldwick (Bognor) garden along with a Hummingbird
Hawkmoth
TUE 02 DEC
The one butterfly which still keeps going when all the rest have stopped is, in most winters, the
Red Admiral. This winter it featured as a more or less daily sighting up to Nov 16 (last I know of
was seen that day by Rob Edmunds at Fleet) with no further sightings until today when Martin
Cade found one in the Portland Bill area. +++
Far less shy has been the Hummingbird Hawkmoth which appeared three times after the Red
Admiral (on Nov 18,19 and 20 when Maurice Pugh had two in Southampton on the latter date).
One of these was flying also on Portland today.
SUN 30 NOV
The Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website reports that a male Brimstone was today seen
flying over Bartley Heath, near the M3 at Hook in north Hampshire, by Peter Vaughan. +++
In south Hampshire the last few days have brought David Tinling some good sightings at Gosport
including a later Painted Lady (and two Silver Y moths) than any reported by others - they were
seen yesterday (Nov 28), along with 2 Clouded Yellows. This is the first Painted Lady I have
heard of since John Shillitoe saw one at Wickham on Nov 4, and the previous latest Silver Y
was in Barry Collins moth trap in Havant on Nov 13. Yesterday’s Clouded Yellow was just one
day later than Martin Cade’s at Portland in Dorset on Nov 27 but there is still plenty of time for
all these species to be seen again before the year end if we do not have prolonged frost.
OTHER WILDLIFE
WED 03 12
The uncommon and edible Agrocybe cylindracea fungus, looking much like a large field
mushroom and smelling of old wine casks (when did you last smell one of those?), has again
appeared on old Willows at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow and another Willow log there has a
good show of what Brian Fellows thinks to be Crepidotus mollis (his description sounds good
but I did wonder what scale he had in mind when describing them as ‘large’ - I have always
thought of Crepidotus species as being fairly small but I see that the brackets of C. mollis can
be 6 cm across). Quite a few more commoner species can be found there and everywhere.
My own lawn is covered with tiny orange capped fungi that may be Mycena fibula and the first
of several waxcap species (pure white and probably Snowy Waxcap) is well established. In my
neighbour’s garden a tree stump has a single large bell-shaped cap which may be Mycena

alcalina and in the garden beyond (where I was able to assure the owner that the outburst of
fungi around a tree base were Sulphur Tutft and not Honey Fungus) I found a small cluster of
what seems to be Tricholoma columbetta. Over near the coast at Brownwich Richard
Carpenter today found Clouded Agaric - I wish all fungal species were as easy to identify as
that one!
WEEK 48 NOV 24 - 30
BIRDS

FRI 28 NOV
David Thelwell went to check on the Hawfinches at the Mercer Way site in Romsey today (see my
notes for Nov 11 when he saw the first Hawfinch to return there and I described how to find the
site) and found 4 (maybe 5) birds showing well and making their clicking noises (something I
have never knowingly heard and which, once heard, must be an invaluable aid to locating
Hawfinches ‘in the wild’) +++
Walking north from the Mercer Way footbridge up the canal towpath to the Fishlake Meadows
David found they were starting to flood and were already bringing in wildfowl, in addition to
which he noted 7 different Water Rails. In the trees were 25 Siskin and 7 Redpoll while
perched on dead plants and bushes around the rising water were three pairs of Stonechat (I
think these enjoy easy feeding for a day or two as flood water forces the many insects that had
been lurking in the dead grass to the surface where they are easy pickings for the Stonechats).
+++
Geoff Rogers found his first winter Blackcap back in his Winchester garden today where it was
feeding on Honeysuckle berries (a favourite strength builder for our summer birds in woodland
before they fly south). Perhaps the equivalent favourite among the winter birds is apple and
that is probably why George Spraggs now has six of them on an apple tree in his south Hayling
garden. Today there were five males and a female where yesterday there were only four males
- clearly the word of this bonanza is getting around and it will be interesting to see if the number
of birds continues to increase until that food source is exhausted. Even when the tree’s crop is
all eaten it is possible to continue feeding the birds with bought apples by making a hole down
the central core and either jamming the apple onto some natural spike on the tree or by
hanging the apple from a branch by a wire threaded through the apple (make sure the apple is
within reach of a suitable perch, and cut off a bit of any thick skin to make it easy for the birds to
get at the soft fruit). I have tried doing this but given up because the Squirrels take the apples
as soon as I put them out, but there are fewer Squirrels in parts of Hayling.
At Gosport Peter Raby found the Ring-billed Gull present at the Cockle Pond as early as 11am
(though the high tide was not until 2pm) and he watched it for another 50 minutes before he had
to leave. The adult Med Gull was with it again. +++
On the other side of Portsmouth Harbour Kevin Stouse found 32 Canada Geese back at the IBM
Lake today, making me wonder if the big flock of them that has been plaguing Farlington
Marshes since the beginning of October (if not longer) is at last breaking up with most of the
birds heading for their more usual winter holiday resort at Titchfield Haven (with only 200 plus
there so far I’m sure they will welcome another 300 non-paying guests). The other thought
which passed through my mind on hearing this news is that maybe the geese at Farlington
think that winter is over and these 32 at IBM have returned to reclaim nest sites in this relatively
mild weather (I know there was a good frost this morning with part of Emsworth Mill Pond
frozen over, if not the IBM Lake - so another thought is that the birds may have found Farlington
Marshes rather too cold for their liking last night). +++
As usual the lake and surrounding land had a good show of birds for Kevin and I see that he found
that the Pochard had started to increase in number with ten birds present, reflecting the
increase Martin Hampton found at Budds Farm yesterday. Kevin also tells me that back on
Nov 9 a lone Fieldfare was on the site briefly.
Russell Wynn told us recently that he was investigating the huge movements of Woodpigeons
which are seen each autumn but for which there is no knowledge among birders of either the

origin or destination of the birds (the simple assumption that they are continental birds coming
here for the winter seems to have no observed basis). Russell is now asking for any further
observations to help him complete a paper he is writing on the subject, but he does seem to
have found that the movement includes large numbers of birds flying south from Scotland and
northern England but then swirling around southern England as if in a current of water flowing
out of a bath whose plughole is situated in the Midlands - as with any water current there are
many eddies in the flow, and these are respresented by some of the birds apparently flying
south out to sea but probably being then drawn back into the main circulation (not actually
reaching the other side of the channel). +++
On the related subject of the huge daily movement of corvids to and from their winter roosts
Richard Carpenter has told me that he recently discussed this with Barry Duffin at Titchfield
Haven and that Barry agrees that the local roost for the thousands of birds that pass over
Gosport and Stubbington each day is in Elson Wood at Gosport, and that most of the birds feed
in the coastal fields of Brownwich and Chilling, although substantial numbers of them continue
west over Southampton Water to feed in the New Forest area (or beyond - there is no
information on the limit of their daily flights). Barry also agrees with Richard that this winter has
seen a substantial increase in the number of Jackdaws in the flock.
Frost followed by bright sunlight from a cloudless sky encouraged me to walk the shore from
Langstone to Emsworth and back, giving me my very first Fieldfare (two feeding on yew arils in
Warblington churchyard) and two Redwing flying over fields close by. Another highlight was a
one legged Greenshank hopping about in the channel draining the eastmost of the Warblington
farm fields (and continuing out south of Nore Barn) - this is a regular Greenshank site but I have
never seen a one legged one before. The remaining leg (the right one) had two colour rings
(yellow over red as far as I could make out without a scope) so maybe it can be recognised.
+++
At the start of my walk I found around 100 Teal back in the Wade Court ‘wet meadow’ which has at
last regained its flood pools. Some 25 Moorhen were also in the field and I once more heard
but could not see a Reed Bunting in the reeds around Langstone Pond. +++
With the tide very low I saw few shore birds but there was a bigger flock of Ringed Plover than
usual (more than 20 birds) and only around 50 Brent. One purpose of my walk was to check on
the Warblington fields to see if any geese had started to feed in them, and the absence of usual
numbers on the shore encouraged me to think that I might see them on the grass or cereal
fields, which I did (a single bird on grass in the field nearest Pook Lane and another singleton in
growing wheat in a northern field). I also found out where the geese were when a noise
(probably a gas gun) put up an estimated 700 birds over the Northney Marsh area across the
water on Hayling Island (a piece of information that cannot be included in the survey because I
do not know which of the seven fields into which Northney Marsh is divided they came from, or
even if they came from other central Hayling fields) +++
Another frustration came when walking beside a thick hedge - a whirring noise from the other side
of it told me I had put up a game bird and by the sound of the wings I’m pretty sure it was a
Pertridge (probably Red-leg) rather than a Pheasant, but I had no glimpse of it! A Grey Wagtail
was a good tick as they are not usual on this farm, unlike the 30 or more Pied Wagtail scattered
around. Two other surprises were, first, a good view of a Kestrel perched on the bare branch of
a tree close to the Castle where they nest, and secondly a sight of at least two Rooks among
the hundred or so Corvids that are always present on the fields and shoreline - mainly Crows
(at least 60) with perhaps 30 Jackdaws. Finally I heard a continuing but sparse stream of
Skylarks passing over in a westerly direction.
An interesting item of news from Sussex today comes from Andy Mayo who came on a flock of up
to 19 Snow Buntings on the shore in the Winchelsea area this morning (he was not sure if there
were other finches in the flock). The SOS website also carries a note from David Williams who
says that on both Monday (Nov 24) and yesterday (Nov 27) he saw a single bird near the cliff
path over Splash Point at Seaford which he is pretty sure was a Snow Bunting but which was
disturbed on both occasions before he could be sure. +++
The Shorelark was still in the Pett Level area today, as (at West Wittering) were two Firecrests
and two Chiffchaff though yesterday’s Pallas’ Warbler could not be refound. At Coombe Haven

(between Hastings and Bexhill) the Siberian Chiffchaff that was spotted there yesterday was
still present, as was a Firecrest and 13 Water Pipits (for which Coombe Haven is a mecca - I
seem to remember reporting flocks of over 40 birds there in past winters). +++
News from the Isle of Wight today includes a report of three Sandwich Terns off Seaview, just
across the water from the mouth of Langstone Harbour so I guess these are the same birds
that have been in Langstone Harbour recently. Three Great Northern Divers were also off
Seaview, reflecting the general increase in all diver species now present along the south coast,
many of them staying to feed and not just charging on westward.
THU 27 NOV
Jeff Goodridge headed off to the northern New Forest today in the hope of seeing Hen Harriers
and was eventually rewarded with the sight of two males coming to roost after he had almost
given up hope of seeing anything when a helicopter flew low across the heathland and landed
fairly close to him. His luck was in however as a Great Grey Shrike, also disturbed by this noisy
invader of his hunting territory, did not flee but boldly flew to confront this unwanted intruder.
Also in the area were a good number of Dartford Warblers and Fieldfare. +++
On the Titchfield Haven shore today more than 60 Ringed Plover were seen and I thought this
might reflect a general increase in numbers of these birds but I see there have been counts of
74, 50 and 68 at the Haven in August, September and October respectively. A report of a
single Water Pipit on the same shore was also a bit disappointing - I had hoped that the newly
flooded northern fields by the Meon would have drawn in a few more by now. +++
A more genuine increase was in the number of Pochard on the Budds Farm pools - previously the
highest count of them there has been 6 but Martin saw 14 today, but against that Martin asks
where all the Greenfiches have got to this year. Usually flocks of 50 or so are common
throughout the autumn wherever there are seeds to be found but this year the species seems
to be in very short supply despite the massive numbers of Goldfinch (similar seedeaters) that
we have seen throughout this autumn. +++
I have seen no specific theories to explain the diminution of Greenfinch numbers but I do see in
the most recent issue of BTO News that, while the Breeding Bird Survey has shown a 31%
increase in Greenfinch numbers over the period from 1994 to 2002 that statistic hides a
decrease of 1.5% from 2000 to 2002 (maybe that decrease has been even greater in the 2002
to 2003 period). The same figures show an overall increase of 18% in Goldfinch numbers
since 1994 with a diminished increase of 8% in the last two years. +++
One other thing shown elsewhere in this issue of BTO News is evidence that the dates on which
many birds start to lay their eggs is gradually getting earlier each year and Greenfinch is given
as an example of this trend. From BTO Nest Records it is shown that on average Greenfinch
eggs were laid 13 days earlier in 2001 than they were in 1966, indicating a slowish response to
global warming. What is not shown in that article is the rate at which other forms of wildlife are
responding to the same triggers of higher temperatures, etc. In Barry Duffin’s talk on
Wednesday evening I was made aware of something I had not heard before - speaking about a
very poor survival rate among Tits hatched this spring he told us that one major reason was
that the caterpillars on which the birds rely as food for their chicks had advanced their dates by
far more than the birds had, so when the Tits needed the caterpillars to feed their young the
caterpillars had already ‘come and gone.’ No doubt Greenfinch and Goldfinch need soft insect
food for their young (I think that all seed eating species cannot digest their adult food in the first
week or so of their life), and maybe the Greenfinch suffered from this problem (possibly the
Goldfinch, which nest a week or so later than the Greenfinch, latched onto a second generation
of insects, or maybe their smaller bills could extract insects from crevices that are too small for
Greenfinch bills)
Sussex news for today records the first mention of a Black Brant being seen in fields near West
Wittering, and near West Wittering Church a Pallas’ Warbler was reported to have been seen along with four Firecrest and one of the ‘continental’ Coal Tits that are being widely reported
this year (and about whose origin, provenance and identification I would like to know more
before I join the craze for spotting them!) +++
Off Selsey Bill the first big passage of Common Scoter were seen - 120 of them in comparison to
the highest count earlier this autumn of just 25. Also seen were four Velvet Scoter and a Great

Northern Diver. +++
At Rye Harbour Barry Yates spent his evening at the Bittern ‘watchpoint’ but only saw one Bittern.
He did however enjoy the sight of a Sparrowhawk chasing 400 Stock Doves (he does not say if
the Sparrowhawk was succesful) and stayed on to count 26 Egrets coming in to roost.
Interestingly he says that the last of these birds arrived well after dark, raising the question of
how long we should wait before abandoning our monthly counts in next years Egret roost
survey. Perhaps Barry Collins can give us a guide on that, though I imagine that one factor will
be the ‘catchment area of the roost’ - when all the birds in southern England were using the
one Thorney Island roost they travelled long distances to and from that roost, inevitably getting
to the roost after dark if they left their fishing grounds too late or were delayed by a head wind.
I think the Rye roost currently covers a similarly large area, but in many parts of the country the
birds have learnt to use new, smaller roosts closer to their feeding places and can thus judge
their travel time better. +++
As mentioned above, today also brought a count of 13 Water Pipits from Coombe Haven, just
west of Hastings. +++
Still in Sussex Lawrence Holloway was on the west side of Pagham Harbour yesterday despite
heavy rain and from his sightings I picked out two - the presence of 8 Avocets and a high tide
roost of 178 Black-tailed Godwit. He also saw two, probably three Spotted Redshank on or
near the Ferry Pool, where only two Shelduck were to be seen. +++
Since Lawrence was there we have heard of the large spill of Diesel Oil into the south east corner
of Pagham Harbour and seen on TV at least one dead Little Grebe and heard of some Swans
being affected. Hopefully the spill has been contained before doing serious damage to the
harbour +++
Over on the Isle of Wight both Firecrest and Blackcap were seen today in the Alum Bay area to
the north east of the Needles. The last Blackcap I have seen reported from the Isle of Wight
was on Oct 21, prior to which sightings had been fairly regular so I assume they were summer
birds and the current is the first winter Blackcap on the Island.
WED 26 NOV
The Titchfield Haven website today tells me that more than 200 Black-tailed Godwit have
suddenly returned to the Haven, no doubt another result of the recent heavy rain following the
prolonged drought which made even the water meadows of the Haven impenetrable to the
Godwit bills (and drove any worms on which they might feed far too deep for the longest of bills
to reach them). +++
The Haven was very wet at the start of this year but summer brought increasing drought and this
can almost be measured by the peak counts of Godwits at the Haven this year - they read Jan
- 700, Feb - 250, Mar - 250, Apr - 60, May - 70, June - 74, July - 69, Aug - 55, Sep - 29, Oct
- 6, and November prior to today - 15. +++
In the past Titchfield Haven was the winter mecca for these Godwits and in Feb 1990 the count
there was 1174 while in Dec 2000 the count was 1500. Since then the majority of the birds
seem to have transferred their allegiance to the Avon Valley where on 7 Jan 2001 there was a
county record count of 2630. After the spring of 2000 the highest count I have seen from the
Haven has been of 600 (and that was of birds just returning from Iceland on 2 Aug 2000), while
winter counts seem unlikely to surpass 500 nowadays Interestingly, although I can see no
official count to confirm this, I must have seen some message from Sue Morrison saying that
there was a flock of 2500 at the Haven just a few days before the record of 2630 was set in the
Avon Valley in Jan 2001 so maybe the birds which had all enjoyed the Haven in the past met up
there and took a vote to move on!
Steve Keen made a fairly short visit to the Tanners Lane shore just east of Lymington today and
ticked both Black-throated and Great Northern Diver plus (maybe slightly more unexpected) a
Black-necked Grebe. There was also a wintering Whimbrel among the Curlew, and a
Guillemot flew by heading west. +++
In the Gosport area the Ring-billed Gull was nowhere to be seen until noon when, like a lazy
teenager it struggled out of bed to get the free handout of bread from humans spending their
lunch hour ‘feeding the birds’ at the Cockle Pond. It stayed around for a little over an hour and
then disappeared. This info comes from Peter Raby who was in the area several times during

the day, and it ties in with Ian Calderwood’s sighting of it on Nov 24, also at around 1pm. While
I like to thing of the bird’s behaviour in terms of a lazy human only getting out of bed for free
food I have also checked the tide table and noted that there was an exceptionally high tide at
12:37 today (and 11:07 on Nov 24) so that may have something to do with the birds behaviour.
+++
Tides times rule much of the behaviour of all our coastal birds and in case anyone reading this
page has not got their own tide table (next year’s should be in the local Angling shops by now)
they are welcome to click the TIDES entry in the Navigation bar which appears at the bottom of
all my pages to see the Portsmouth Harbour tide times for the week ahead from each of my
updates. These apply to Chichester and. Langstone Harbours with sufficient accuracy for
birding purposes. That same table also gives sunrise and sunset times which can also be
important to birders. Maybe for next year I should extend this table to cover the past week as
well as the future week so that people can relate any timed sightings to the state of the tide.
+++
Another item of local news for today comes from John Norton who saw a Sandwich Tern flying in
the Forton Lake (Gosport shore) area of Portsmouth Harbour during today’s high tide +++
John also noted something which somewhat surprises me (though he admits that it needs further
confirmation). Large numbers of Brent have long been known to gather and feed on the large
expanse of playing fields to the west of Gosport on either side of Military Road, and I have in
the past unthinkingly assumed that these were birds associated with the shore west of Gosport
along to Hill Head, but John, after seeing some 500 Brent on the HMS Sultan playing fields
today, says .. ‘the flight line of these birds when they leave for roost is directly towards
Farlington Marshes (they go over my house in Forton and then over Forton Lake). I hadn't
realised this before. I need to confirm this by watching from Hardway (to make sure they don't
turn the corner and fly up to Pewit Island)’ If they do go to Farlington Marshes this involves a
flight of some 10 km passing over the heavily built up area of Gosport, the fairly narrow
southern part of Portsmouth harbour and the densely populated North End area of Portsmouth
before reaching Farlington Marshes. Looking at it from the other end I would have thought that
the Brent in Langstone Harbour have plenty of local grazing opportunites all around that
harbour without making such a journey, but I would be very interested to know if this is true. My
own guess would be that the Gosport feeding geese spend their nights in the safety of
Portsmouth Harbour, either on the central mudflats or on the water depending on the tide. This
also raises the general question of where all Brent seek safety and shelter at night, and I would
think it much more likely that they, like the inland feeding gulls, spend the night on or
surrounded by water away from the prowling foxes that they might encounter anywhere on
shore. +++
Two other items that I picked up at this evening’s Hampshire Wildlife Trust members meeting in
Havant. First, from one of the audience, was news of what was described as an escaped
Rosella Parakeet which has been based for a year or so in the Milton area of Portsmouth in the
Locksway Road area between St James Hospital and Eastney Lake. The other news came
from the speaker, Barry Duffin (Titchfield Haven site manager), who added yet another crime to
the indictment of Canada geese. He told us of efforts to keep people from trampling over
shingle in areas where Ringed Plover and Oystercatchers might breed, and added that Canada
Geese can do just as much damage with their big feet as they chase each other about on the
shingle around the Titchfield Haven scrapes.
Watchers at Selsey Bill in Sussex today saw a Leach’s Petrel fly by, plus a Little Auk heading
west, two Great Northern Divers and a Red-necked Grebe (maybe the same bird that has been
in the Selsey-Pagham area since Nov 2) The two divers may well have been the same two
which Derek Hale saw from Puckpool Point on north east corner of the Isle of Wight in
mid-morning. +++
Lastly for today I see that Keith Betton has just put out the results of the New Forest Shrike survey
carried out on Nov 9 (the British version of “9/11” which reminds us that we and the Americans
are two nations separated by a common language). In addtion to 4 Great Grey Shrikes, 4
Merlin, 3 Hen Harriers, 61 Dartford Warblers, 549 Redwing and 1396 Fieldfare in the combined
totals I was interested to note that 23 Kestrels were seen as against only 17 Buzzards (yes, I

know the weather was not ideal for soaring Buzzards but it is good to know that Kestrels can
still be seen in good numbers). Surprisingly only 4 Sparrowhawks were seen but they do not
hover in the sky over the open land where the Shrikes were to be found (simple counts don’t tell
you much about bird populations!)
TUE 25 NOV
A Velvet Scoter was reported to have been seen in Sandown Bay on the Isle of Wight today,
reminding me that I have recently heard of one seen near the mouth of Chichester Harbour
sometime in the past week +++
200 Kittiwakes flew past Widewater in the Worthing area today, and among other birds seen by
Bernie Forbes flying west past Widewater, fairly close to the shore, were a Red-throated Diver,
40 Gannets, 4 Razorbills, 3 Scoter and 2 Wigeon. Of interest to me was a party of six Brent
which included 2 Pale-bellied birds. +++
In the past I think it has been assumed that most Pale-bellied birds seen on the south coast were
‘overshoots’ from Canada which failed to touch down in Ireland, but perhaps this is only true
when a flock of them arrive together. Maybe these two, and the one which was in Pagham
Harbour on Nov 13 and 15 (which may then have moved to Farlington Marshes where a
singleton turned up on Nov 16) orginated as overshoots some years back but have now
become members of a dark-bellied tribe and commute with them between Siberia and our
south coast. I think this is accepted as happening with some of the Brant which visit us
regularly, but I have not heard specific claims for it happening with Pale-bellied birds. +++
Bernie Forbes was also on the shore between Shoreham and Worthing yesterday (Nov 24) when
the Auk passage brought 40 Guillemots and 40 Razorbills close enough to the shore to be
identified (plenty more could be seen as unidentifiable ‘Auk species’ dots out on the horizon)
Not much Hampshire news for today but I see that last weekend brought more winter Blackcaps
into Hampshire gardens. I think all three of the reports I saw related to Sunday (Nov 23) - one
was a female in George Spraggs south Hayling garden, one was a male seen by Dave Ryves
eating Cotoneaster berries in his garden at Burridge on the banks of the Hamble river, and two
high class males were in Mike Rafter’s garden at Romsey eating his grapes! +++
Finally for today a note from Mark Grantham at the BTO tells of an unusual ringing report
concerning a Blackcap which had been ringed in Sussex on Sep 20 this year and was then
found 1300km to the north (in the Faroe Islands) on Oct 19. Not many birds owe their lives to
a cat but maybe this one did ... clearly its migration magnet was reversed and it was heading
north (where it should have been going south) until caught by a cat on the Faroes. The cat
(possibly already gorged on the thousands of migrant birds that drop exhausted on these
islands) did not kill it and allowed the bird to be taken from it and released. The question is did
the bird take the hint and turn back south after this brush with fate or did it press on to die a
lingering death at the North Pole? (And if it did go north was some Eskimo twitcher delighted to
get such an unusual bird on his list? - that thought brings out my feelings on the pleasure taken
by our twitchers in seeing ‘lost’ birds that are equally likely to die with unfulfilled lives).
MON 24 NOV
Other than a one off sighting of 22 Razorbills in the east Solent on Sep 7 the few sightings of Auk
species along the south coast in the past few months have been of single birds or groups of
less than ten but yesterday brought a report of 288 Auks passing Worthing (probably heading
west though no direction is given) and today 55 unspecified Auks went west past Worthing with
6 Guillemots and 20+ Razorbills also seen (the Razorbills were off Brighton Marina, the
Guillemots and Auks off Widewater at Lancing) +++
Also seen at Brighton marina today were 11 Purple Sandpiper (the only previous count there this
autumn was of six birds on Nov 15 - all other Sussex sightings being of single birds) and they
were not the only new arrivals as another 9 Purple Sandpiper were at the mouth of the Ouse at
Newhaven. +++
At the same time I see that today brought a 50% increase in Golden Plover numbers on the Isle of
Wight (150 estimated in Newtown Harbour today where the previous highest reported figure
was 106) and a 60% increase in the flock in the Rye area from 1200 to 2000 (that count was
made yesterday). Another site at which numbers of these Plovers has effectively doubled in the
last few days is the Wide Lane playing fields at Eastleigh - a few birds have been there since

September and the flock had reached 80 by Oct 19 and 120 by Nov 9 but on Nov 20 the count
was 230. I think there has also been a recent mass arrival of Golden Plover in Chichester
Harbour - the only report of them that has reached me up to now came from Martin Gillingham
who saw a flock of 74 in the Chidham area (east of Thorney Island) on Oct 19, but yesterday a
party of Sussex birders on an SOS outing to East Head noted ‘several hundred Golden Plover’
in that area (they were being drowned by rain at the time so accuracy was difficult!)
As winter flocks continue to increase I see that a single Swallow was still to be seen today at
Hellingly in the Cuckmere Valley (north west of Beachy Head) while another lone Swallow was
at the Brading sewage works on the Isle of Wight yesterday. Also yesterday a juvenile Tern
(probably Sandwich) was seen in rhe Rye area. +++
Another single bird of general interest is the Ring-billed Gull which turned up at the Gosport
Cockle Pond last Thursday (Oct 20) but then vanished until today when Ian Calderwood saw it
again briefly in the morning, and there is also more evidence today to show that a Great White
Egret may be ‘resident’ in the Itchen Valley country park (just north of the M27). Last week we
heard at second hand that Dennis Garratt had been driving along the M27 on Nov 5 and had
seen what he took to be a Great White Egret fly over the motorway from the direction of the
country park. Today Richard Mould-Ryan tells us that the river keeper in that area claims to
have seen .. ‘a white egret as large as a grey heron’ and I think his sighting is more recent.
Steve Copsey took a walk down the Titchfield Canal today and found that the rain had at last
brought back the flood that normally covers a good part of the northern most fields in the Haven
area during winter, and as usual the floods had attracted many birds. Steve saw some 200
Wigeon, 150 Canada Geese, around 80 Teal and perhaps 30 Pied Wagtail, but just one bird
really attracted his attention - without a scope he could not be certain but he is pretty sure that
it was a Water Pipit. The first Water Pipit was back somewhere in the Haven area on Oct 24,
and up to 4 have been seen so far, but this flood is the place to see them in most winters (a
dozen of them were there last March). +++
Starting from the carpark just south of Titchfield village Steve started to walk south and as he did
so he looked to his left, getting .. ‘good views of a Buzzard, which I have now seen a couple of
times around the Hollam Hill Farm area: grid ref 542051. The last two times I have seen it, it
has been perched on a fence post adjacent to what looks like quite a large rabbit warren. No
doubt hoping to drop onto an un-suspecting rabbit as it pokes its head out into the world. +++
Whilst I was watching the buzzard, a male Kestrel flew over and proceeded to stoop on the
buzzard eight times, each time the buzzard had to duck as the Kessy dived right past it's head
screeching as it went. When the kestrel got bored and flew off a couple of crows pestered for a
while. One did carry out a shallow dive on the buzzard which I noticed this time did not bother to
take cover. After a couple of mins the crows got bored and they too took rest on a fence post
just a few metres from the buzzard.’ +++
In Langstone Harbour today John Gowen saw 8 female Goldeneye just off Budds Mound with at
least a dozen Little Grebe in the water nearby, and over in Sussex there were reports of a
Black-thoated Diver off Brighton Marina and a Short-eared Owl still in the ‘Ouse Eastuary
Project’ area at Newhaven
More evidence on another birding subject comes today from Martin Hampton who commutes from
Havant to work in Portsmouth. This morning his train was heading south between Hilsea and
Fratton stations (roughly half way down Portsea Island) at 7:45am when a flock of around 500
Dunlin flew low over the train (not more than 20 feet off the ground) heading from Portsmouth
Harbour to Langstone Harbour. With a very high tide at 11:07am these birds were pretty
clearly part of the regular movement mentioned by Dennis Bill recently (see my notes for Nov
16). +++
What Dennis and his colleagues are doing this winter is not so much to discover a new feature of
the ‘strange behaviour’ of birds but to get a better measure of difficulties that we humans
impose on the thousands of birds which are only able to survive because of the food available
to them in the mud of our harbours, coupled with the climate of our current winters. I would be
very interested to know what percentage of the British coastline consists of the rich mud which
we have in our harbours, but a quick mental scan of our coastline eastwards from Chichester
Harbour would find nothing like them until you get to the Thames estuary and after that to the

Wash, and going west there is no equivalent until the Severn estuary, and after that the mouth
of the Mersey river - the percentage must be low, and for those who know anything about the
man-made changes that have reduced the area of available mud at all of these sites in the past
fifty years that percentage dwindles year by year. +++
Coming back to the Portsmouth Harbour Dunlin I can well recall counting them by the thousand in
their winter high tide roost in the northeast of Portsmouth Harbour back in the 1980s, using a
site that is now entirely lost to them as a result of the building of Port Solent. The date of March
1988 is engraved on my heart as in that month we humans forcibly took away all remnants of a
huge area of mud flats and saltings which had existed for centuries in that corner of the
harbour. Prior to 1970 the area now containing Port Solent, the huge Paulsgrove rubbish tip
and the IBM North Harbour site was inter-tidal harbour. Then our ‘need’ for roads to take our
cars and lories demanded the building of the M27, and to avoid demolishing thousands of
human homes we decided to take away at least one fifth of the total area of Portsmouth
Harbour and build the road over the ‘reclaimed’ land (what ‘claim’ did we originally have to the
land that we could ‘reclaim’ it?). +++
For 18 years after the building of the sea wall there were still areas of wetland within the wall, and
the Dunlin roosted on the muddy banks of the area deliberately left for the construction of Port
Solent, while hundreds of duck were still able to feed in a large shallow lake in the centre of the
area that was then just starting to be filled with our human rubbish, but in March 1988 the lake
was drained to extend the rubbish tip (by now it has grown into a range of ‘mountains’ the
almost compete with Portsdown as a feature of the Portsmouth skyline) and work started to
dredge the Port Solent lake and turn it into a concrete basin for pleasure boats. +++
In that month of March 1988, virtually overnight, something like 50,000 birds were made
homeless, and while some of the larger birds (Curlew, Redshank and Oystercatchers) felt safe
using alternative roosts where they had to stand among thick plant growth on e.g. Pewit Island,
near the mouth of Frater Lake, or along the sides of Fareham Creek, the Dunlin and Grey
Plover could find nowhere large enough to suit their requirements for a safe high tide roost and
so started to commute across Portsea Island to Langstone Harbour. This movement has been
known to occur ever since 1988, but no one has yet quantified it or studied its impact on the
birds, though anyone who spends long enough on the sea wall of Tipner Lake will see the birds
shooting across to disappear among the rooftops of Hilsea and Stamshaw. +++
March 1988 was a date as significant to the Dunlin as “9/11” now is to the Americans, but how
many people living in the Portsmouth area had any awareness of it’s impact? And how much
less awareness do people have of the other small acts of attrition that reduce the birds’ habitat
almost every year? It will not be long before a decision has to be taken about the development
of the Broadmarsh slipway area here in Havant, and at this very moment the firm which owns
Kendalls Wharf (the big gravel quay immediately west of Farlington Marshes) are planning to
double the length of their quayside, inevitably causing loss of some mud now used by feeding
birds - and it is not just a simple loss for there will almost certainly be a need for dredging out
extended deep-water channels to get more boats in to the quay (what affect will that have on
tideflows and their impact on other mudflats right down to the harbour mouth?). And even less
detectable by the human eye will be the impact of more boat traffic on the harbour’s wildlife when it comes to any development at Broadmarsh extra boat traffic so close to the RSPB
islands is bound to increase disturbance, while such minor things as the flushing of toilets and
pumping out of bilges on boats within the harbour will all enter the equation. +++
I know that we have much legislation to protect our environment, and are pretty good at enforcing
it, and I know that planning procedures give everyone a chance to voice their opinions before
development decisions are taken, but until human beings as a whole cease to breed like
rabbits and learn to place the needs of wildlife before their own financial gain or their need for
‘pleasurable recreation’ it seems to me that all the wildlife conservation work that we are able to
carry out is not even able to hold back the advancing tide of wildlife habitat destruction
(sometimes obvious, more usually scarcely detectable). What I try to do is to support the work
of the conservation agencies, to do something through this website to make the general public
more aware of the value of wildlife habitat to their own quality of life, and to wait for the forces of
nature to force us to change our ways by turning off the gulf stream or hitting us rather hard with

an asteroid.
Just to show that my pessimism about the future of wildlife does not diminish my enjoyment of it I
will end today with the news that two male Blackcaps were in my garden this morning, checking
out a big bush of ivy which is covered with flowers but as yet has no berries. These birds struck
me as looking very like two city gents in grey suits and bowler hats - perhaps ‘men from the
ministry’ checking the ivy berry crop to report statistics to DEFRA?
SUN 23 NOV
The first Waxwings that I have heard of this winter were seen today in the carpark of a Budgens
store at Battle (just north of Hastings). There were seven birds in that party, but we will have to
wait and see if they are the first of many. +++
Other Sussex news for today, in addtion to the large movement of 288 Auks west past Worthing
and other items which I have already mention in Monday’s notes above, is that 67 Kittiwakes
and 5 Red-throated Divers were also seen off Worthing. November usually brings a good
number of Kittiwake to the Sussex coast but this year numbers seem to be exceptionally low.
Other than an estimate of over 400 seen from the Portsmouth to Le Havre ferry on Sept 30 the
highest number reported anywhere along the coast seems to have been 11 birds, and at this
time in late November counts of well over 100 could normally be expected in past years.
Perhaps the birds are still there but keeping out in mid-Channel?
Brian Fellows is away from home at the moment but has just emailed from the town of Ramsay in
Cambridgeshire (not too far from the Wash) with news of a Blackbird ‘singing in the rain’ in a
garden close to the house where he was staying. I have just commented on Blackbird
sub-song, and on an apparent association between gloomy, often rainy, days and early bird
song (see my notes for Nov 21), and it seems that even heavier rain caused the Blackbird that
Brian heard to go into full-song mode (though Brian is not specific as to whether he heard full or
subsong - I read his message as meaning full song). +++
Another bit of news that will interest Brian is that all nine Barnacle Geese of his Baffins Gang are
now together again at Titchfield Haven, along with their two white side-kicks. This news came
today from John Shillitoe who also passes on news of the continued presence of the Chilean
Flamingo in the Haven area.
This being a Sunday Ian Pibworth was once again at the Testwood Lakes for his all day
bird-watching vigil, but perhaps not enjoying it as much as usual on account of the rain! He did
see a few birds, but also had time to muse on their behaviour. +++
The first thing that struck him was the oddity of 250 Lapwing flying through teeming rain to get to
the lakes in order to bathe in them - clearly they have not learnt the lesson which the
Woodpigeons have taken on board, namely that they can save energy by not flying to a bathing
place - all a bird has to do in order to get a good bath in the rain is to lie on its back and open its
wings to get thoroughly washed under its armpits and everywhere else! But perhaps the
Lapwing do know about this, and their reason for not lying on their backs is to avoid damage to
that lovely crest on their heads. +++
A second bit of odd behaviour concerned a flock of 100 Fieldfare, many of which were seen to fly
to trees in order to drink the water running down the underside of the branches. Why, asks Ian,
do they not drink from puddles on the ground? I have no answer to this, but I am a supporter of
“creature’s rights to freedom of choice”- in this case to drink at the pub of their choice! More
seriously it could be that the water on the trees was flavoured with sweet tree sap? +++
Ian also had time to make some observations of the pecking order among a number of bird
species. He says .. ‘I observed two instances of possession that may be of interest. +++
The first, involved two Crows that had found a dead rabbit. They were pushed off their meal by a
Herring Gull, which was in turn, dispossessed by two Lesser Black Backed Gulls. The two
Lessers had only had a few choice cuts, when down came a Great Black Backed Gull to take
control. This large Gull didn't attempt to eat the rabbit, it just arched it's wings and called. Then
after a few minutes, it flew off to join the Herring and two Lesser Black Backed Gulls on an
Island. Meanwhile, the two crows, waiting nearby, returned to their meal. Pity a Buzzard wasn't
around, it would have been interesting to see where it stood in the pecking order. +++
The second concerned a Blackbird vigorously defending a rose loaded with hips against a
Fieldfare. After a long battle, the Fieldfare won, only to be rewarded by being attacked by a

male Sparrowhawk. Luckily it escaped, minus it's tail feathers. ‘
SAT 22 NOV
On the Isle of Wight Derek Hale was at Ryde esplanade this morning, seeing around 200
Sanderling on the sands where the highest figure so far has been 170. Derek also noted some
600 Brent, 40 Ringed Plover and 20 Dunlin, but the bird which I envy him was a Tree Creeper
- a species which I rarely see but which seems to be present in Appley Park at Ryde throughout
the year and which Derek seems to see there on most of his visits (two males heard singing in
March, then a family group seen together, and later just a juvenile, as well as the ever present
adults). In the summer this park also has breeding Spotted Flycatchers!
Sussex news for today has a Little Auk off Seaford and a Black Redstart seen in St James Street
at Selsey (where it is said to be a regular sight since Nov 15)
Nothing special from Hampshire for today but birders in Portsmouth might be interested to know
that last Thursday a Barn Owl was seen hunting over the Great Salterns area half way down
the Eastern Road. Perhaps a newly arrived wild bird that will remain in the Milton
Common/Salterns area during the winter? +++
A late but very interesting post-script to the news for this weekend comes from Mike Wearing and
also relates to the Great Salterns Lake. Mike says that, looking from some distance away, he
happened to see some Tufted Duck diving in this lake and noticed that one of them was not a
Tufted Duck but a male Shoveler. Closer inspection showed that the diving was not just a
chance one off but a regular activity - the bird would stretch out its wings like an Auk species
preparing to go under, and then make a deliberate jump dive like a Shag, staying down for
some time. Obviously the bird was putting on a special show in aid of Children in Need, but
how much money did it raise? +++
While telling me about this Shoveler Mike also told me of an unusal sighting from his car when,
one night recently, he happened to drive past Hoe Cross going west from Hambledon towards
Boarhunt. In the car headlights he saw a ‘small wader’ rise into the air and fly off - his only
guess is that it was a Jack Snipe. Going on to talk about Woodcock Mike recalled having heard
a talk at the Game Conservancy in which someone who had done a lot of research based on
ring recoveries from shot birds claimed that our English Woodcock fly south in the winter and
are replaced by birds of Irish origin ...
PLANTS

FRI 28 NOV
I have recently been checking the clumps of Winter Heliotrope leaves that I come across as I
wander around, and today I was rewarded with the sight of four flower stems (as yet having no
open flowers) rising among the leaves on either side of Wade Lane where it passes Wade
Court at Langstone. +++
A sharp frost last night had probably encouraged the Heliotrope (they usually seem to flower soon
after frost) but has greatly reduced the number of other flowering species. One that I did find on
the Warblington farm fields was Field Woundwort - a fairly good show on the sunny side of a
hedge. +++
Another unexpected plant which I should have mentioned on Wednesday was Yellow-Wort, seen
by Martin Rand on the exposed hill top of Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley last Saturday
WED 26 NOV
This evening I was shown a photo of the original ‘bubbles’ seen on a Sweet Chestnut tree in
Stansted Forest last Saturday and could see that the cluster of bubbles was bigger than I had
expected (probably around 20cm across) and that the bubles were not opaque (like those
which hide the Froghopper nymphs) but relatively translucent (a bit like those soap bubbles
blown from a child’s bubble pipe). +++
After being shown this photo at the Hampshire Wildlife Trust members evening I came home and
found among the emails waiting for me was one from Martin Rand who had been out with a
party of Bryophyte enthusiasts on Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley last Saturday (Nov 22 - same
day as the Stansted photo was taken). While there he had seen what must have been the
same phenomenon occurring there on both Beech and Birch trees, and he tells me that
yesterday (Nov 25) he saw the same phenomenon affecting another Beech tree in a quite

different location in East Hampshire. +++
None of the party at Beacon Hill had ever seen ‘bubbles’ like these before, and none could come
up with a good explanation. One thought which comes to me concerns the roots of the trees
concerned - I may be wrong but I am fairly certain that Beech, Birch and Sweet Chestnut all
have shallow rooting systems with roots spreading out around the tree rather than penetrating
into the ground and if I am right this could be a factor causing these trees to be affected more
than others. My theory (totally unproven) is that these trees have been under great stress
recently in trying to draw water from very dry soil - in such circumstances any pump is likely to
develop an ‘airlock’ which could result in unusual pressures building up as the sudden torrential
rain brings lots of water to the roots, and any slight crack in the bark might act as a pressure
valve.....
SAT 22 NOV
A few brave members of the Havant Wildlife Group got themselves rather wet walking around
Stansted Forest today, and Heather Mills tells me they made one rather unusual observation of
a Sweet Chestnut tree ‘blowing bubbles’ and would welcome any comments as to what was
going on. She says that at the base of one tree there was a mass of bubbles like those in which
Froghopper nymphs develop (Cuckoo Spit), but much larger. Another tree was also blowing
similar bubbles further up its stem. +++
I have not heard of this before and can only speculate that, after such a long dry period, the trees
might have ‘burst a blood vessel’ when suddenly overloaded with a water supply that they were
not used to handling - presumably the bubbles were coming from some point at which the bark
of the tree had been damaged. I suspect that as the bark swells in the rain it will seal the leak...
INSECTS

FRI 28 NOV
A Peacock seen flying in the Soberton area of the Meon Valley today was probably one which had
been disturbed from its hibernation site and hopefully found another dry, cool hideaway without
too much difficulty or expense of energy. +++
Yesterday yet another Clouded Yellow was on the wing at Portland in Dorset. In past years we
would have assumed that that butterfly was on the road to certain death, but there have now
been several proven cases in the last few years of Clouded Yellows hibernating successfully,
and of fresh butterflies emerging in April from their chrysalises on the south facing cliffs at
Southbourne in Bournemouth, so I hope the Portland butterfly and its progeny survive the
coming winter.
WED 26 NOV
Steve Nash has added quite a few new entries to his Migrant Moth website today and I have
picked out fifteen entries from the long list of moth sightings in the past fortnight +++
Top of the bill in these recent sightings was a Monarch butterfly seen at Gallows Hill, Higher Hyde
in Dorset. I doubt it would have survived for long in this country at this time of year but to head
straight for the gallows after making a succesful trans-Atlantic journey seems a little defeatist.
+++
I have already reported four sightings of Clouded Yellows on Nov 15 but Steve’s website adds two
more for that day (at Durlston and Portland, both in Dorset). Another sighting was recorded at
Durlston on Nov 16 when there was another sighting at Charmouth in Dorset. Latest sighting
so far comes from Cornwall on Nov 18 +++
Finally for those ubiquitous Hummingbird Hawkmoths of which Steve adds nine new sightings
between Nov 12 and 19. Latest sightings are now two on Nov 19 - one in Bedfordshire and one
at the Butterfly Conservation HQ in Dorset. A sighting on Nov 18 is also of interest as it was in
almost the identical spot to where one was seen hibernating in early January of this year - the
ceiling of a corridor in the The Sussex County Hospital at Brighton - and I see that the observer
in both cases was the same J.Paul (suggesting that if we know where to look we might well find
a lot more of them hibernating here)
OTHER WILDLIFE

WED 26 NOV
When Martin Rand was on Beacon Hill with a group of Moss hunters last Saturday they also found
some interesting fungi including Porcelain fungus on Beech and several Earth Stars (Geastrum
triplex) among the leaf litter. Probably the most interesting fungal find there was of the easily
overlooked fungus that could be mistaken for a very young sapling tree that has been stripped
of all hint of leaves and branches, leaving a very thin brown stem up to 25 cm tall. I know this
under the name of Clavariadelphus fistulosus but Martin lists it under the name Macrotyphula
fistulosus which is not mentioned in either of my two main fungus books (Roger Phillips
photographic guide, and Stephan Buczacki’s Collins New Generation Guide to Fungi) and I
was only able to confirm that he was referring to the species I know by checking in Gordon
Dickson’s Fungi of the New Forest in which he uses Macrotyphula but does give
Clavariadelphus as a synonym. +++
The most recent edition of the English Nature magazine describes how various bodies including
the British Mycological Society and Plant-life (no doubt aided and abetted with taxpayer’s
money via English Nature) have recently completed a project to encourage a more friendly
attitude to fungi by inventing an English name for each of thousands of species that previously
had only their scientific names, and while I whole-heartedly applaud the intention I think they
need to go a bit further and distribute a copy of the list of new names to every person with any
interest in fungi (especially the professionals) and force them all to forswear use of all scientific
names and to use only the new list under penalty of eating a dish of Destroying Angels. +++
I have always preferred the use of English to Scientific names when conversing or writing in a
non-technical environment, mainly on the grounds that while problems can arise from having
multiple English names for the same species it is easier to cope with this confusion than with
that generated by the regular changes of generic names that occur so frequently in some fields,
but now I am thrown into total confusion as I never expected to have thrust upon me a complete
set of English Names which very few people will be aware of or use for a good many years
(until they ‘settle in’ to common usage - or not as the case may be). It seem the only solution is
one that has just come to hand in the nick of time - genetic bar-coding of every living thing.
This evening I took the opportunity of asking Barry Duffin, who happened to be talking to the
Havant group of Hampshire Wildlife Trust members, to answer a question left unanswered
when (in my notes for Nov 7) I passed on Richard Carpenter’s news of the discovery of
Lampreys in the River Meon (they were not known to be there until a sewage leak brought
some of their dead bodies to the surface). In those notes I mentioned that there are three
species of Lamprey with very different life-styles, and as Sea-Trout regularly enter the Meon
the ones found there could be either Brook or River Lampreys - Barry said they were Brook
Lampreys. I only hope some have survived ...

BIRDS

WEEK 47 NOV 17 - 23

FRI 21 NOV
A Bluethroat was first seen in the Medina estuary on the Isle of Wight yesterday and is still there
today. Unlike the normal behaviour of these birds (glimpsed once then skulking invisibly in
nettles or other low cover) Derek Hale says of this one that during the hour for which he
watched it this afternoon it was .. ‘Feeding near water's edge, flies round bushes when flushed
but returns to feed in same place.’ It was doing the same yesterday throughout the long period
from 11:15 to 16:00 when it was under observation. To find it you follow the path (old rail
track?) from Cowes south down the west side of the Medina River to a point some 800 metres
south of Werrar Farm, leaving the track just after crossing a creek, and hoping to find the bird at
the water’s edge at SZ 505 920. I’m not sure if there is much to be seen on its throat but you
should be able to pick it out as ‘a Robin with prominent white supercilium and, in flight, a lot of
rusty red at the base of a black tipped tail’ +++
The Yellow-browed Warbler is still at Sandown (see note for Nov 19 below).
The 9 Barnacle Geese, 1 Snow Goose and 1 hybrid Bar-head which form the Baffins Gang were
missing from Baffins Pond when Brian Fellows was there on Tuesday (Nov 18 - sorry for saying

Nov 16 below but that is what I was told! Date now corrected), and today the Snow Goose and
the hybrid were seen at Titchfield Haven with no mention of the Barnacles on their website ‘day
list’. There is always a certain amount of to-ing and fro-ing as these geese move from their
summer to their winter quarters and hopefully the whole gang will soon settle at the Haven for
the winter. +++
Also noted on the Haven website day-list there is another report of a Bittern seen flying up river
today (presumably a fourth report of the single bird that arrived on Oct 21, but who knows?)
+++
Not far from the Haven Ian Calderwood this afternoon saw a Red-throated Diver in Stokes Bay at
Gosport before it flew towards the Isle of Wight, and for even greater excitement he noted two
Canada Geese with leg-rings having the numbers 5100351 and 5100353 on them (perhaps
this is a part of a sort of ‘balloon race’ exercise for Children in Need - the aim being to see how
far away you can persuade your sponsored Canada Goose to fly!)
In the Havant area I took a walk over the South Moors today to check out the new wooden kissing
gates that have recently replaced the rather awkward stile taking you from the SSSI area to the
old IBM playing fields area. The new gates make the walk east-west across the Moors area
much easier, but the best part is that a second pair of gates have re-instated the path down the
west side of the Blackthorn hedge so that you can walk north-south (following the route of the
old IBM ‘fitness track’) to the shore down the east side of the old playing fields which have now
been fenced off for grazing. +++
I did not see many birds here in the rain but did notice a couple of Ringed Plover back on the
shingle at the mouth of the Langbrook stream (first time I have seen them there this winter) and
watched a dozen Shoveler at their ‘going round in circles’ game to stir up food from the Budds
Farm pools. On getting back to Havant I had another short burst of Mistle Thrush song from
trees at the south end of the Old Town Hall, and on two occasions heard noises that sounded
like the beginnings of song from pairs of Grey Wagtails chasing each other around (one by the
Langbrook just south of the A27, the other pair going over Waitrose in central Havant). +++
Back on Nov 6 I reported hearing Blackbird subsong on at least two occasions just before that
date - the quiet song coming from the hidden depths of a thick hedge where the bird was
sheltering from rain. I had never noticed winter subsong from Blackbird before then, but today
I heard it again from a different bird (hidden in ivy on a tree beside the Hayling Billy trail here in
Havant, again during rain). Shortly after hearing it today I spoke to Tony Gutteridge and he
also said that he had recently been surprised by the same quiet song from a bird over in
Sussex. Is this a new phenomenon? or have I been missing the obvious for 70 winters?
THU 20 NOV
A Ring-billed Gull, presumably a winter adult (though we have not been told), was tamely taking
bread from people at the Gosport ‘Cockle Pond’ today when Ian Calderwood by chance took a
look there. Peter Raby, who normally checks out this pond (right alongside the big carpark
south of the town centre), was ‘pipped to the post’ by Ian on this one but I guess the bird will
stay there for some time so long as the free handouts of bread keep coming. Back in 1991 a
first winter Iceland was at this same site from Feb 23 to Mar 17 (and has a full page photo in the
1991 Hampshire Bird Report). +++
The Great White Egret is still at the Blashford Lakes today according to Jim Day, the HWT
Warden of the study centre there. +++
Other ‘stayers’ are the Shorelark at Pett near Hastings, now present for its sixth day since arriving
on Nov 15, and the Pagham lagoon Long-tailed Duck which has been present since Nov 1 (on
Nov 15 Lawrence Holloway wrote of ‘both Long-tailed Ducks’ being still on the lagoon but none
of the other reports have mentioned the presence of two birds though there has also been a
Scaup on the lagoon)
Two Swallows flew west over the Pett Levels yesterday (Nov 19) and on Nov 18 one was seen on
the Brighton shoreline in the Southwick area +++
Nov 19 also brought a new Great Grey Shrike into West Sussex, seen at Ambersham Common
with 25 Dartford Warblers to provide it with winter food (one of the first reports that I saw of
these Shrikes in the New Forest, years ago, mentioned that it was eating a Dartford Warbler
when seen!). A couple of miles further southeast of Midhurst, at Lavington Common, a Parrot

Crossbill was reported to have been seen with Common Crossbills but there is no confirmation
of this despite Bernie Forbes trying to get it to sing along to a recording of its favourite call
notes! +++
On the downs north of Shoreham, also on Nov 19, Paul James found 25 Corn Buntings in a loose
flock near Erringham Farm, later finding another 5 of them further north on the downs, and
another group of 5 were seen by Adrian Thomas miles away at the mouth of the Ouse at
Newhaven.
Another winter Blackcap turned up in John Cloyne’s Winchester garden last Monday (Nov 17),
and on that day Bob Chapman tells us that two Twite were seen among a flock of Linnets on
the northeast wall of Farlington Marshes, but only by one person. Bob adds one of those
snippets of information that we all find interesting, saying of the Twite that .. ‘their breeding
range is the NW fringes of Europe and the area around the Himalayas with a huge gap in
between! A discontinuous distribution if ever there was one. The only bird that I can think of to
beat it is the Azure-winged Magpie which breeds in Iberia and China, but not in between.’ +++
On Sunday (Nov 16) Bob reports that a Snow Bunting .. ‘flew over and eventually landed out in
South Marsh, unfortunately it gave only poor views in flight and could not be found on the
ground. ‘ He wishes the same could be said of the record flock of 327 Canada Geese that are
still destroying the grass supposed to be reserved for Brent. Coming back to facts he reports
that one Pale-bellied Brent has arrived at the Marshes and that there is still enough grass
(thanks to recent rain) to encourage Wigeon to graze. Pintail numbers are said to be ‘good’ on
the Farlington reserve (not the case at Pulborough Brooks where Pete Hughes, in his summary
of a WeBS count made on Nov 17, said .. ‘Pintail numbers in single figures due to the very dry
autumn we having’) +++
More positive news from Bob’s latest report is that there is more than one Sandwich Tern still in
the harbour - he says that most sightings are of a single bird but a scan of the harbour south of
the Marshes, with a careful check of the large bouys on which they like to rest, has revealed up
to four separate Terns in the past week. You are also likely to see 3 Common Scoter in the
harbour and on the reserve it is worth taking a look at the area south of the lake and near the
seawall where several Snipe and at least one Jack Snipe may be seen. Sunday (Nov 16)
brought good sightings of two lovely male Bearded Tits close to the lake viewing area.
WED 19 NOV
Derek Hale was lucky enough to spot a Yellow-browed Warbler at Sandown on the Isle of Wight
today and to watch it feeding in bushes near Perowne Way (just south of the railway station) for
90 minutes. He may even have saved its life as his presence may have diverted the attention
of a Sparrowhawk which he saw while there. The Sparrowhawk went hungry, as I think did
Derek as he had been out birding since before 8am and did not see the Warbler until 1pm when
I suspect he was nearing home but stayed out until 2:30pm watching it! +++
Among other birds seen on his tour from Ryde down the east coast of the Island Derek found not
one but a pair of Black Redstart hopefully back in winter residence at the Selwyn Court flats in
the Bembridge area (I seem to remember that these are at the west end of the Causeway from
St Helens to The Duver - I do remember there was a female or juv there on Jan 24 this year and
the flats were then described as being near St Helens Mill). +++
Two more Black Redstart were seen today by Mike Rafter at Fawley Power Station on the west
bank of Southampton Water, out in which Mike saw a Slavonian Grebe (probably the same bird
that has been seen in the Hamble/Hook area in the past week). Also from Southampton comes
a second report of 4 Common Sandpipers seen together on the banks of the Itchen in the
Bitterne area Riverside Park - these were seen by Ian Watts who also saw four there on Nov 5.
Jeff Goodridge found a ringtail Hen Harrier hunting over the Thornham Marshes on the Thorney
Island today where it was also seen by Barry Collins - not the first over the island this autumn
as Barry did see a male fly over towards Emsworth on Oct 21 but that was just a passer by
unlike this bird which sounds as if it may stop a while. This area around the old airfield landing
lights at the east end of the Great Deeps usually has both Short-eared and Barn Owls hunting
in winter, but so far we have had no winter! I have heard no reports of Barn Owls there this
autumn, and the only two reports of Short-eared (two on Oct 26 and one on Aug 31) seem to
have been one day visitors only. +++

Another bit of news that may interest some people in the Havant area is that today I heard my
second burst of Mistle Thrush song, this time coming from the grounds of Denvilles House
(where Wade Court Road meets the Emsworth Road) and so almost certainly a different bird
from the one singing in the Homewell area on Nov 16. My garden Song Thrush was again
blasting away at 6:30am! Before hearing the Mistle Thrush I was passing Wade Court and
was told by Sue Kent (who lives at The Granary - the newly converted house fronting onto
Wade Lane) that she has recently seen Firecrest as well as Goldcrest around Holly and Yew
trees in her garden. Sue also confirmed that a pair of Nuthatches are regular visitors to her bird
table.
TUE 18 NOV
Jeff Goodridge went to Church Norton today and found that the flock of Slavonian Grebes had
grown from the count of 11 made there on Nov 1 to 15 today - the single Red-necked Grebe
was still there with them. Nearby (probably in or near the Churchyard) Jeff saw 3 Firecrest and
10 Goldcrest with a single Chiffchaff. +++
Across the water in the Isle of Wight Derek Hale today saw a wintering Greenshank at Bembridge,
causing me to do a quick check on how many have been reported in November. Top score
goes to John Faithfull at Curbridge where he has seen 6 together by the Hamble river. Another
favourite winter haunt is the Bunny Meadows close to the mouth of that river and 3 have been
seen there with 2 seen in Pagham Harbour. Elsewhere November has brought reports of
singles from Hook/Warsash (possibly one of the Hamble River birds?), Farlington Marshes,
Hayling Oysterbeds (maybe the same as the Farlington bird?) and from Emsworth (where I
suspect there is more than one present, probably with several more on Thorney Island). +++
Also on the Isle of Wight Derek saw around 100 Sanderling on the Ryde Sands where there had
been 149 back on Sep 16 and a count of 170 on Oct 22. I suspect this slight decrease is
caused by the overall wintering flock spreading out around the east Solent with some regularly
on the Southsea shore. +++
Back here in Havant 5 more Redwing were in Martin Hampton’s garden feeding on Holly berries,
and he was even more pleased to have a Great Spotted Woodpecker for hs garden list possibly a young bird seeking its own territory and not yet settled as what may have been the
same bird was over and around my garden for a week or so at the end of October but has now
ceased to shout from the treetops in my hearing!
Rcent news that has just reached me includes a third report of a Bittern at Titchfield Haven - the
first sighting was on Oct 21, the second on Oct 30, and the third on Nov 16 when it was
reported on the Titchfield Haven website which also has another of its regular reports of a
Firecrest sighting there on that day, but no news of the ‘Baffins Gang’ of feral geese which were
nowhere to be seen when Brian Fellows went to Baffins Pond on Nov 18. +++
Brian’s best sighting during his visit to Southsea on Nov 18 was of a single Med Gull perched on
the boats in the Canoe Lake. Unlike the Med Gull which was a regular sight there in the past,
and was clearly identified by a large leg ring marked O2K, this one was unringed. Brian is
clearly still hoping to see his old ringed friend again, but his last sighting of it was on 2 Oct 2000
and I think it very unlikely that that bird is still alive though the 2000 sighting was in some ways
a ‘return from the dead’ as the previous sighting had been on 19 Nov 1999 when the foot on the
leg below the ring seemed to have been nearly severed from the body in some accident.
Bob Chapman has recently asked us to remember to record both the presence and absence of
Brent Geese feeding on certain fields in the local authority districts bordering Portsmouth for
the ongoing ‘Brent Goose strategy’ negotiated with those authorities, and Bob has also told us
that these geese started to come ashore and feed on Farlington Marshes grass on Oct 23. No
doubt they can also be seen ashore on grass in other areas (the Portsmouth Harbour WeBS
count results for Nov 8 seemed to show that around 600 were on the Port Solent grassland on
that day) but I have seen no sign of them on arable fields at Warblington or on Hayling Island so
far so I read with interest that Lawrence Holloway had encountered a flock of 700 on young
winter wheat in the Little Welbourne area of Pagham Harbour on Nov 15.
Finally for today I have a note from Brian Fellows of the Havant Wildlife Group’s visit on Nov 15 to
the Milton area on the south west shore of Langstone Harbour during which one of the group
saw a Sandwich Tern, making it more likely that one is wintering in the harbour. +++

Two other observations of bird behaviour interested me - first was that some of the male
Merganser were displaying to females (perhaps the mild weather makes them think it is already
spring?), but the second item interested me more. Brian says .. ‘We had excellent views of
about 50 Ringed Plover with some of the birds stirring the mud with their feet.’ I know that
several bird species do encourage thir prey to come to the surface by imitating rain drops or the
returning tide with the patter of their feet - Black-headed Gulls do this regularly, Blackbirds are
said to encourage worms to rise by making runs across a lawn, and we all know how Little
Egrets stir up prey with their feet - but I have always understood that Plovers method of feeding
was to stand still and silent, watching for a movement of the mud near them, then making a
quick run and grab before the prey item can go back below the surface. I should be interested
if anyone has information on this subject, especially in relation to Ringed Plovers.
MON 17 NOV
In my notes for last Saturday (Nov 15) I wrote about a large winter roost of Corvids somewhere in
the Gosport area and since then we have heard reports of 1000 or more Jackdaws heading
nightly for a roost somewhere southeast of Eastleigh, and this has prompted Dennis Bill to
recall an impressive memory and to ask if a Corvid roost still occurs in Hipley Copse near
Denmead. +++
Dennis writes .. ‘In my early birding days (I can’t be precise about the date because I can’t find my
early notebook/s), on a dark storm-threatening winter dusk, I was making my way home from
the Castle along the Portchester shore when I saw a massive flock of Corvids crossing the
shoreline from the north and heading SW across the Harbour. It was a staggering sight; the
low-flying ‘tube’ of birds reached at least to Pewit Island (an absolute minimum of 800 metres)
and probably farther, and its diameter was at least as wide as the height of the nearby houses
(at least 10 metres). My estimate at the time was that this flock must have numbered at least
300,000 and possibly many more. It was my first great ‘birding moment’ and remains in the
memory to this day, unfortunately as an image without any date attached! - I think it was about
1976-7. +++
It was common at this time to see large groups of corvids moving west just north of Farlington
Marshes and I guess that these birds were in my flock. +++
A couple of years later when doing gull counts I noted a movement across Fareham Creek to the
North! I tracked these birds to a roost at Hipley Copse (SU 621118).Over two or three counts
this roost was constant at about 2500 corvids. Is it still in use?’
My only note for today was one of frustration - I’m pretty certain that I heard Goldcrest song as I
cycled along Long Copse Lane in Emsworth, but when I stopped to listen the bird fell silent.
That didn’t stop my garden Song Thrush from waking me well before 7am! +++
I realize that the Song Thrush which is in full daily song around my home may be a freak, so I am
grateful to Martin Hampton and to Brian Fellows for confirmation that they too are hearing these
birds. Martin walks the northern section of the Hayling Billy trail here in Havant each morning
on his way to Havant Station and this morning he heard three different Song Thrushes singing
along his route (one of them probably the one I have been reporting), and in Brian’s weekly
Brook Meadow newsletter he records that a Song Thrush was singing loudly in the meadow
yesterday. +++
More Hampshire news for today comes from Bob Marchant at Hook near Warsash where the
single Razorbill could still be seen off Hook spit but the Guillemot that had been with it last
Thursday (Nov 13) had today been replaced by a Slavonian Grebe (probably the same bird
which Ian Watts had seen distantly from Titchfield Haven last Saturday, Nov 15). This morning
Bob found the Hook Links scrape pretty full with 209 Wigeon, 282 Teal, 9 Pintail, 3 Shoveler
and 2 Gadwall
SUN 16 NOV
Yesterday I mentioned two reports of Jackdaws streaming over Eastleigh in the late afternoon in
an easterly direction, probably heading for a roost in the Itchen Valley country park area
(though there is no confirmation of that). Simon Ingram had seen nearly 1000 Jackdaws last
Friday evening (Nov 14) and Wayne Boras estimated there were 2500 on Nov 12. Today
Dave Unsworth, who lives the other side of the Itchen in Bishopstoke, counted 1090 of them

heading south, tending to confirm their destination was in the country park. Dave also saw 4
Jack Snipe somewhere near the river today, and was surprised to see four Dartford Warbler in
what he describes as set-aside which I take to mean weedy fields without permanent gorse or
bramble bushes.
In the west Solent today Steve Lankester watched two Great Northern Divers drifting east from
Hurst spit towards Lymington, one a smart bird still in summer plumage, the other a scruffy
looking bird which he took to be a juvenile, probably still in companty with one of its parents. He
noted that the young bird was regularly diving, though he did not see it bring any fish to the
surface, whereas the older bird was saving its energy on the surface. Steve guessed this
younger bird was still learning its fish catching skills and was so far not very successful, and
this makes me wonder if the parent would still feed its offspring if it became desperate for food?
and also if these divers normally swallow their food while underwater or if they always bring it to
the surface first? +++
Still in Hampshire Martin Hampton found 13 Redwing briefly in his Havant (Lymbourn Road)
garden today - he recently saw Fieldfare nearby but so far I have not seen either in Havant.
From Sussex Adrian Thomas reports the sight of at least 140 Skylarks, some singing, in or over a
Rape field (presumably newly sown this autumn) on the downs above Peacehaven to the east
of Brighton. Other than a flock seen at Cheesefot Head in Jan and Feb of this year and
reported as numbering 150 to 200 birds, and one flock of 200 seen in the Sleaford area of East
Hampshire by Richard Ford on Jan 12, this is the largest Skylark flock I have heard of this year.
With them Adrian saw at least 5 Corn Bunting.
Dennis Bill has just sent out the results of the November WeBS count in Portsmouth Harbour, and
this shows a record count of 81 Cormorant (probably excluding 7 on the IBM Lake) which
confirms the increase that I have seen at the IBM Lake this summer and autumn compared to
previous years - perhaps I will soon have to join the fishermen’s established ‘Cormorant hate
club’ Half of the Cormorants counted were in the Priddy’s Hard area around the new
‘Explosives’ Musuem - that suggests one way of dealing with the problem... +++
Other counts were relatively low with 1904 Brent (1250 of them in the Paulsgrove area around
Port Solent) and 381 Wigeon being the biggest numbers if we exclude the Oystercatchers
(428), Dunlin (569), Curlew (362) and Redshank (475) plus some 5000 Black-headed Gulls even the gulls were in short supply with only 273 Herring Gulls, 53 Great Blackbacks and 19
Common. +++
One reason for the low number of waders present at high tide roosts is that the majority of the
Dunlin (and maybe other species) which feed in Portsmouth Harbour fly east over Portsmouth
as the tide rises and join the Langstone Harbour high tide roost. This has long been suspected
and this winter Dennis is conducting a number of counts to verify it, and he seems to have
started with a watch from Whale Island on the same day as the WeBS count, seeing some
4000 small waders take off and fly east well before high tide. +++
Simon Wright made a round of birding hotspots near his Hayling Island home today. Best bird
was a Black Redstart seen briefly on the seaward side of one of the houses on the promenade
near its eastern end (abutting the Sandy Point nature reserve). In some past years this has
been a regular wintering spot for one or two of these birds so we hope this one will stay at least
long enough to discover its sex! At the far western end of the south Hayling shore a Chiffchaff
was singing in the Sinah Lake area and a Collared Dove was making display flights in
preparation for its Christmas nesting season (when is it not their nesting season?) +++
Yesterday Simon saw the first of the regular winter Shags had arrived in the Hayling Ferry area at
the mouth of Langstone Harbour, and at the Oysterbeds, on the north west shoulder of Hayling,
there was a female Scaup in the saline lagoon (where the Little Terns nest in spring) around
midday (with the tide approaching a neap high). A wintering Greenshank was in the pools and
a Rock Pipit was on the shore of Stoke Bay (immediately south of them), while three
Black-necked Grebe were in Bridge Lake to the north of the Oysterbeds. When the weather
calms down again and dries out it could be worth having a look around the Oysterbeds area at
dusk - in recent years there has been a Barn Owl hunting there around New Year. +++
The mysterious migration of Woodpigeons was still under way - Ian estimated that 3000 came
south overhead soon after dawn, then turned west when Southampton Water and the Solent

loomed ahead of them. While on this subject I see that yesterday in the Winchelsea area
between Hastings and Rye Cliff Dean counted 6,800 going in a generally southwest direction,
some apparently rising from roosts in local woods but others definitely coming in off the sea
over the Fairlight cliffs (that doesn’t mean that they hadn’t just flown out from perhaps
Dungeness and changed their minds about crossing the channel). Yet others came from a
northerly direction... +++
Probably more reliably logged as arriving migrants from the continent were more than 1500
Fieldfare heading north west over the Testwood Lakes (though there again we shouldn’t take
anything for granted about bird movements - until recently I thought that the winter thrushes
seen hereabouts at this time of year had all come over the North Sea and flown south west
overland until they saw the English Channel and ‘bounced back inland’.) +++
As well as these flyover birds Ian had a flock of 80 Siskin feeding in the Alders for company during
much of the day.
Here in Hampshire a Mistle Thrush was singing strongly from the topmost twigs of a Poplar tree
near the Homewell springs in Havant as I set out on my bike towards Broadmarsh in today’s
‘summer sunshine’. That was the first Mistle Thrush song I have heard, or heard of, this
autumn and I do not expect to hear it daily like the Song Thrush I am now hearing each morning
and evening. +++
Bedhampton Mill Pool had very few birds - a token one or two each of Mallard, Tufted Duck, Little
Grebe, Coot and Moorhen - with close views of a Goldcrest hovering around cypress trees near
the path. Long-tailed Tits were here too and are worth a mention just for their numbers - no big
flocks, but on this two hour outing I came across parties of ten or so in eight different places,
and each day they pass through my garden. +++
At Broadmarsh the tide was low and just rising, the Chalk Dock area being crowded with common
waders plus around 500 Brent. Next in number were probably the Dunlin though I had no
means of counting them (a scan revealed at least one Ringed Plover and three Greys but I
could see no Knot and very few Redshank). Oystercatchers were everywhere and the other
birds in good numbers were the Wigeon - probably 150 present. Also on my list were a few
Turnstone, Curlew, Lapwing and Black-tailed Godwit with four Egrets fishing. No Black-necked
Grebe seen (and only one Great Crested with less than ten Little Grebe) - many others would
have been out in Broad Lake (top end of Langstone Channel) at this state of the tide. +++
At Broadmarsh slipway I scanned the gulls and picked out one on the far side of the Hermitage
Stream channel which had a a longish flat-topped head and a yellow (almost translucent) bill
with a broad black band around the tip so I got out my scope to check it out. It did seem to have
many features pointing to Ring-billed (pale grey mantle with little in the way of a tertial ‘step’,
smaller in size than most Herring Gulls but larger than a Common, three wing tip windows of
decreasing size towards the tip, and brown splodgy streaking on the sides of the breast/neck
but not noticeable on nape or head) but one obvious feature which was inconsistent with an
adult Ring-billed was the brown-flecked carpal-bar on the closed wing . Knowing that it is
foolish to claim a rarity when one or more of its features is wrong I had to conclude that this was
an immature Herring Gull though the features did not seem to fit that either (no dark tail tips and
clear windows on the wing-tips). The presence of the windows also seemed to rule out second
winter Ring-billed. +++
Turning from puzzles to clear delights I walked on up the Hermitage Stream and disturbed a
Kingfisher from the first tall post upstream of the slipway - the bird flying upstream to give me a
clear view of it perched on the posts of the first culvert outlet north of Harts Farm Way from
which it flew out to hover for some seconds over the stream though it did not plunge. In the
trees on the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ I thought I heard Chiffchaff song but on going to
investigate I could only prove that there was one there by normal call notes. My final note of
this outing was taken by the Langbrook stream just south of the A27 where yet another party of
Long-tailed Tits call notes turned to squeals of alarm as a male Sparrow Hawk dashed through
them with no success. +++
Also in Hampshire I see that two Ring-necked Parakeets have been reliably reported as being in
the Winchester College/St Cross area of Winchester with two sghtings in the past week. The
same source (an acquaintance of Simon Woolley’s) also reports a regular Barn Owl hunting

over the College nature reserve (which is visible from the Itchen towpath in the St Cross area)
and Little Egrets fishing the river or hunting the water meadows. There is no comment on the
Egrets presence but I think they are newcomers to that stretch of the Itchen and may be coastal
birds that have moved inland for the winter. Do they fly to Alresford to roost at night I wonder?
or is there yet another night roost to be discovered?
SAT 15 NOV
I have already mentioned (in Sunday’s notes above) Simon Wright’s sightings today of a female
Scaup on the Hayling Oysterbeds and a Shag near the Hayling Ferry but I have not passed on
Lawrence Holloway’s news of two Whooper Swans which he saw today just inland of the North
Walls at Pagham Harbour - he says that behaved like a newly arrived wild pair and very wary
and restless. Lawrence confirms that two Long-tailed Ducks are still present on the Pagham
Lagoon but he is not so confident about the presence of a Pale-bellied Brent in the harbour - he
says there were .. ‘at least 1500 Brent Geese in the north part of the Harbour (partly on fields,
partly on the estuary) including one which looked like a Pale-breasted.’ (sic) +++
At Houghton, where the main road crosses the River Arun immediately north of the Downs,
Richard Prior saw one juvenile Swallow in the early morning. Probably it was a late developer
though I suppose some birds are born with defective genes for the migratory instinct? +++
While I was having breakfast this morning (Nov 15) a Radio Solent listener who lives in
Stubbington (south of Fareham and west of the northern part of Gosport) raised a question
which I have heard in past years but to which I do not have a full answer. The listener said that
he was puzzled by the regular flight of hundreds of corvids passing south west over his house
each morning at this time of year and wanted to know where they came from and to where they
went. He added that the stream started to go over at around 06:30 this morning, and that in the
evening the return passage was more spread out in time (and probably in space) so the
movement was not so impressive then. +++
Various people have aired this subject on HOSLIST in past autumns, and there is strong evidence
(though not proof) that the night roost used by these birds (during winter months only) is
probably in Elson Wood where Herons and Egrets nest in the spring under strict security
imposed by the Navy as this wood is within the ‘Defence Munitions’ site where the Navy
manufactures and stores much of its ammuntion. The evidence for this site is that it is where
the southwest/northeast line passing over Stubbington meets another ‘Crow-line’ coming south
over the Cams Hall area by Fareham Creek, with no sightings of birds on the continuation of
these lines beyond that area. +++
The unanswered part of the question is where the birds go to feed during the day at the south west
and northern ends of these two lines, but I expect the reason for uncertainty there is that the
birds do not have one feeding area but many, and vary them according to food availability and
weather conditions. I guess the birds passing over Stubbington are the avian equivalent of a
crowded commuter train taking them as quickly as possible out of the urban area to some
equivalent of Waterloo station where they all get off the train and disperse to many different
‘offices’ where they will spend the day. Continuing that line of thought and thinking of the
multi-racial society that works in London I suspect that these birds which have such a large
roost in the Gosport area are to a great extent winter visitors from the continent that come over
here to spend the winter in an area where it is less likely that that the fields will soon turn to iron
as they do on the continent (until of course the gulf stream ceases to flow and the polar ice
sheet once more covers Britain - in perhaps 20 years time?)
A couple more jottings of local news here in Havant from a quick ride to Langstone this morning the main item being the apparent return of at least two Reed Buntings to Langstone Pond
where I could hear but not see them. The other more predictable sighting was of the Kingfisher
once again perched above the stream flowing out from Langstone Mill into the harbour.
Despite a large lorry unloading food supplies for the Royal Oak within about 20 yards of his
perch he was totally undisturbed and caught a fish as I passed. Later in the day, before
finishing writing these notes, my garden Song Thrush struck up his full song at 3:50 and could
still be heard an hour later in the dark. +++
Of more significance than my own observations was Ian Thirlwell’s sighting yesterday of a
Sandwich Tern still in Langstone Harbour - seen in the south east corner by Ian when he was

on the Milton shore of Portsmouth.
PLANTS

WED 19 NOV
White Melilot flowers could still be seen today on several plants in a very exposed situation along
the southern wall of the Hayling Oysterbeds today (admittedly the plants where small one
hiding among tall grass for shelter from the south west wind). +++
On my way back from the Oysterbeds I stopped in the large lay-by/bus stop by the main road
opposite Langstone High Street to have a look at the Hazel tree which overhangs the bus
shelter and which is always the first to open its catkins sometime in December. I did not expect
them to be open yet (and they were not) but I was surprised to see how long and yellow many
of them were - well past the small, grey, tightly closed buds on either Hazel trees. I suspect
they may be open before December this year if the mild weather persists. +++
Yesterday I added another flowering species to my November list with a fresh and healthy plant of
Fool’s Parsley in a bit of ‘waste land’ here in Havant
SUN 16 NOV
Nothing special in the way of flowers as I cycled round Havant to Broadmarsh today but there is
still plenty to see and there were some unexpected sights such as bright blue flowers on one
Cornflower plant that decided to grow outside the Lymbourne triangle plot which was such a
blaze of sown arable weeds this summer. Elsewhere I found a plant of Herb Robert completely
covered with bright red flowers - that was by the stream flowing through old Bedhampton
beside which Fools Water-cress was in flower. In the Langbrook stream Hemlock Water
Dropwort and Meadow Sweet were still flowering with Perennial Sow-thistle and Water
Forget-me-not to add yellow and blue colour, and under the A27 the one shaft of light reaching
the stream has drawn up the Trifid Bur-Marigold plants to a height of around a metre and they
still have flowers.
SAT 15 NOV
Cycling along Mill Lane at Langstone this morning I cast my usual casual glance at the fringe of
originally planted Sweet Violets which long ago started to escape under a garden fence. These
usually start to flower before Christmas, and the first of them was in flower today. Also on this
ride I noted a good show of leaves on Winter Cress (no doubt it got its name from this early
appearance of salad leaves, not the flowers which do not appear until much later) and found
White Campion still flowering. +++
In Brook Meadow at Emsworth Brian Fellows tells me that several plants of Wild Angelica are in
good health and covered with flowers, explaining that they are a regrowth brought on by the
mowing of the meadow in August. My recent comment saying that I guessed these plants were
past flowering was based on the assumption that it was well past their normal season, backed
up by a remark about the Havant Wildlife Group checking the seeds of the plants as a
recognition feature when they visited the meadow a few weeks back. This week Brian was
surprised to see Black Horehound still in flower on the shores of Chichester Harbour at
Nutbourne, possibly in a similarly sheltered but sunny situation like that on the Budds Farm
shore where this plant and Hemlock are probably still flowering
INSECTS

THU 20 NOV
Last winter a Hummingbird Hawkmoth was seen behaving as an illegal immigrant scrounging on
our National Health Service by hibernating in a Brighton hospital, and this autumn one has
again been seen seeking a bed for the winter in the walls of an old church in Salisbury, but in
general the species has recognised the commercial realities of modern life by chosing
supermarkets as the place to spend the winter. You will have read in these notes of two of
them recently seen in branches of Sainsbury’s (at Winchester and Haywards Heath) and today
Maurice Pugh has seen another seeking a similar refuge at the Southampton Safeways store.
That was during his lunch break, but before finishing work for the day he found another of them
which had made a better choice of place to spend an undisturbed winter - in the basement
below the Southampton Civic Centre where it showed all the signs of having reached its

journey’s end by settling down on a wall (at a guess fairly high up where it may well remain
undetected until next spring). +++
On a more serious note I see that both the moths that Maurice saw today were apparently
attracted to flourescent strip lights, though the one in the Civic Centre was not too dazed by
them to prevent it eventually settling on a wall in what sounds to be a place with genuine
hibernating possibilities (the one last January was said to be in a dimly lit hospital corridor, high
on the wall where few would notice it - and no cleaners would disturb it!)
TUE 18 NOV
A piece of late news reaching me just as I am finishing writing these notes come from Mike
Wearing who has just seen an extremely late Southern Hawker dragonfly in a garden at Bordon
(to the east of Alton in East Hampshire). Both he (and I think Richard Ford) had close views of
the insect which looked in fine condition - maybe Richard will have one of his superb photos of
it on the internet by now!. No doubt this sighting will comfort Dave Tolcher at Warsash who was
pretty certain that he saw one in his garden on Nov 6, but as he was indoors at the time he
could not be certain. Normally this species is not seen after the end of September.
MON 17 NOV
The first of these to catch my eye was of a Comma seen yesterday, following close on my query
(see my notes for Nov 12) as to where this species had vanished to this autumn - plenty of
reports up to Oct 11, then none though the Comma is usually one of the more frequent late
sightings each autumn. David also adds a new last record of Peacock for the year with one on
Nov 6 where the previous last in Hampshire was seen by Mark Litjens on Sep 20, though there
were a few more in Sussex and Dorset up to Oct 11.
Much more unusual was Hampshire’s latest ever Holly Blue sighting made by Fed Gibson at
Gosport on Nov 6 (another was seen by David Tinling on Oct 31) - both these were a month
later than the last previous record of one on Hayling Island on Oct 4. Is it possible that the
warm year has caused some of the pupae that settled down to overwinter in early September to
develop and emerge now? I see from Jeremy Thomas’ RSNC Guide that he believes that a
third brood can emerge in this way in late October in some years, but he also indicates the
consequence of this - any butterflies that do emerge now do not breed successfully and are
thus lost from next spring’s numbers.
Late sightings of Common Blue and Small Copper, both on Oct 20, were not so unusual - the Blue
was a couple of days later than Barry Collins last sighting on Thorney Island, but Barry had an
even later Small Copper on Oct 25. Similarly David Tinling’s last Wall Brown on Oct 11 was
not as late as Barry Collins last find of one on Oct 25. +++
All three White species appeared on David’s list. He had a fresh Small White on Nov 6, well after
my previously recorded last sighting (by Barry Collins) on Oct 21, and a fresh Green-veined
White on Oct 19 (where my previous last record came from Brian Hedley at Winspit in Dorset
on Oct 11 - the last Hampshire sighting being on Sept 24). A Large White at Gosport on Oct 18
does become my last of the year but only by one day (Dave Pearson had several in the
Brownwich area not far from Gosport on Oct 17 and there had been almost daily sightings up to
then). +++
Speckled Wood is normally one of the last species seen each year and the Gosport area did have
the last of the year seen by Jim Park on Nov 7, but Richard Carpenter was close with two at
Titchfield Haven on Nov 6 +++
David’s last Painted Lady (on Nov 1) was outdone by John Shillitoe’s find of one near Wickham on
Nov 4, but he did record 5 Clouded Yellows and a Small Tortoiseshell on Nov 16 (both just one
day later than anyone else). Three Red Admirals seen on Nov 16 hardly count as late since
this species appears throughout the winter (and this temporary last date was shared with Rob
Edmunds in Fleet). +++
Among non-butterfly sightings David still had 8 Common Darters on Nov 16, just one day after
anyone else, and while Anne McCue’s late Hummingbird Hawkmoth on Nov 7 was one day
later than Andy Collins last Hampshire sighting in Southampton the Nov 7 date was shared
nationally with a sighting in Bedfordshire and two in Wales (and came before a report from the
Scillies of one on Nov 10)

SAT 15 NOV
Two Clouded Yellows were seen on the coast today - Mike Duffy had one near the Hordle cliffs
(west of Milford on sea) and Trevor Carpenter had another in the Southsea seafront rock
gardens. In the north Rob Edmunds scored a point for a day flying Red Admiral at Fleet, but
that was easily outweighed by three Small Tortoiseshells in the south - one seen by Stephen
Harvey at Titchfield Haven today and another by the same valuable player at Chandler’s Ford
on Nov 12 when Lynn Fomison saw yet another in the Olivers Battery area of Winchester
(probably all three of these insects having been brutally ejected from their chosen winter
quarters in houses which are now too warm to maintain the butterflies in deep winter sleep - so
maybe the referee will blow his whistle and decree that you cannot score a goal by seeing a
doomed insect). +++
Also at Titchfield Haven today were a few Common Darters still egg-laying seen by Hugh
Venables who asks if anyone can tell him the normal last date for these dragonflies. I think Dan
Powell gives a reasonable answer to this in his book where he says the flight period of the
Common Darter ends in late October, but Steve Brooks’ more popular book (probably because
of better advertising!) says that in mild autumns the flight season has been known to last until
November or in rare instances into December. (Although I have not recorded it a small
dragonfly which flew past me at head height near the Broadmarsh slipway here in Havant on
Nov 16 was probably a darter though all I could see against the bright sun was four glistening
wings and a small body - it could have been a Migrant Hawker). +++
This was not a clear point for the south as today Steve Mansfield noted 5 Common Darters seen
by himself along the Basingstoke Canal while he was birding there.
OTHER WILDLIFE

TUE 18 NOV
News of the first find of an Earth Star fungus, in a Bordon garden (East Hampshire) has reached
me from Mike Wearing who thinks it was the common Geastrum triplex species.
MON 17 NOV
Cycling up the continuation of Hollybank Lane through the north Emsworth woods this morning I
found a big cluster of Clouded Agaric toadstools in every stage of development just inside the
gateway into the woods from the Emsworth Common Road, and further down the track I was
impressed by the rich brown cap and violet coloured gills of a Wood Blewit growing close to the
base of an oak tree. No doubt if it had not been raining and I had had time to explore there
would have been a good variety of toadstoools to be found here.
SUN 16 NOV
Dave Wheatley was in the New Forest yesterday in search of Shrikes but could not help being
impressed by a pure white male deer seen by the roadside in the Brockenhurst area. He refers
to it as a White Stag and it is possible that it was a Red Deer but far more likely I think to have
been a Fallow Buck as there has long been a strain of white among these deer (both in the New
Forest and - at least in the past - in the Stansted Forest area).
On Friday (Nov 14) Ian Thirlwell saw a Common Seal in Langstone Harbour from the Milton shore
of Portsmouth. Only five of the 21 reports of Common Seals that I have heard of this year have
been in Langstone Harbour (against 14 reports from Chichester Harbour, 2 from the Sussex
coast and 1 from Ryde on the Isle of Wight) but I think these Seals are far more regular visitors
to Langstone Harbour than is noticed by humans, especially in the winter when the population
of diving ducks builds up and gives the seals a ‘fowl’ alternative to their normal ‘fish’ diet).
Almost certainly all the animals involved in the 21 reports I have recorded come from the ‘herd’
of at least 14 Seals based in Chichester Harbour.
WEEK 46 NOV 10 - 16
BIRDS
SAT 15 NOV
While I was having breakfast this morning a Radio Solent listener who lives in Stubbington (south
of Fareham and west of the northern part of Gosport) raised a question which I have heard in
past years but to which I do not have a full answer. The listener said that he was puzzled by the
regular flight of hundreds of corvids passing south west over his house each morning at this

time of year and wanted to know where they came from and to where they went. He added that
the stream started to go over at around 06:30 this morning, and that in the evening the return
passage was more spread out in time (and probably in space) so the movement was not so
impressive then. +++
Various people have aired this subject on HOSLIST in past autumns, and there is strong evidence
(though not proof) that the night roost used by these birds (during winter months only) is
probably in Elson Wood where Herons and Egrets nest in the spring under strict security
imposed by the Navy as this wood is within the ‘Defence Munitions’ site where the Navy
manufactures and stores much of its ammuntion. The evidence for this site is that it is where
the southwest/northeast line passing over Stubbington meets another ‘Crow-line’ coming south
over the Cams Hall area by Fareham Creek, with no sightings of birds on the continuation of
these lines beyond that area. +++
The unanswered part of the question is where the birds go to feed during the day at the south west
and northern ends of these two lines, but I expect the reason for uncertainty there is that the
birds do not have one feeding area but many, and vary them according to food availability and
weather conditions. I guess the birds passing over Stubbington are the avian equivalent of a
crowded commuter train taking them as quickly as possible out of the urban area to some
equivalent of Waterloo station where they all get off the train and disperse to many different
‘offices’ where they will spend the day. Continuing that line of thought and thinking of the
multi-racial society that works in London I suspect that these birds which have such a large
roost in the Gosport area are to a great extent winter visitors from the continent that come over
here to spend the winter in an area where it is less likely that that the fields will soon turn to iron
as they do on the continent (until of course the gulf stream ceases to flow and the polar ice
sheet once more covers Britain - in perhaps 20 years time?)
A couple more jottings of local news here in Havant from a quick ride to Langstone this morning the main item being the apparent return of at least two Reed Buntings to Langstone Pond
where I could hear but not see them. The other more predictable sighting was of the Kingfisher
once again perched above the stream flowing out from Langstone Mill into the harbour.
Despite a large lorry unloading food supplies for the Royal Oak within about 20 yards of his
perch he was totally undisturbed and caught a fish as I passed. Later in the day, before
finishing writing these notes, my garden Song Thrush struck up his full song at 3:50 and could
still be heard an hour later in the dark.
FRI 14 NOV
A couple of day’s ago (Nov 12) the first Snow Bunting of the winter was seen at Brownwich and
this morning Bob Marchant had another brief sighting of one on the Stokes Bay shore before a
dog sent it off to the east. That may be bad news for those who go looking for it at Brownwich
(assuming this was the same bird) but could be good news for watchers on the Southsea or
Hayling Island shores... +++
More Hampshire news comes from John Shillitoe in the Meon Valley. This evening he took
another look at the Egret roost (or at least the flight line along the river used by the birds to
reach it) in the Mislingford/Kingsmead area north of Wickham and counted 23 birds heading for
the as yet unlocated roost trees. On Oct 16 John saw at least 16 Egrets heading for/disturbed
from this roost so it appears that the numbers using it have increased by 50% in the past
month, and this ties in with my local observations of decreased numbers at the coastal Wade
Court roost at Langstone, and with sightings of Egrets feeding in pony and cattle fields instead
of the harbour shores - all reflecting the move inland by these birds as winter sets in. +++
On Hayling Island today George Spraggs found four Pochard on Sinah Lake, probably the same
four which Martin Hampton saw on the lake back on Oct 16, and as he passed the Sinah
Warren area he saw a Little Egret perched in one of the trees (probably sitting out the high tide,
but it might be worth checking out the thick trees around the stables in case a night roost
develops here). +++
Over in Sussex a single Sabine’s Gull was seen again today - probably the one watched by
Gareth Hughes from Brighton west pier area for nearly two hours on Nov 4 but this time I think
the sighting was briefer and more distant.
On HOSLIST today Russell Wynn makes a lengthy and interesting contribution to recent

discussion of Woodpigeon ‘migration’ on which I commented in these notes on Nov 7, the day
that up to 20,000 Woodpigeons flew west over Christchurch Bay and several other large flocks
were seen going west over Sussex. Russell is trying to collect sufficient facts to explain the
huge movements that occur on just one or two days each autumn and he has already, by
showing there is little evidence of any substantial migration, thrown a major spanner into the
simple theory which I have held up to now - namely that these birds were the result of a huge
exodus of continental birds suddenly deciding to come over the channel and fan out across
southern England where they would spend the winter. +++
Under my theory the fact that the places where they were seen did not mark out a definite route
was to be explained by the idea of the cross channel migration occurring overnight, the birds
being seen on this side of the water for just an hour or so in the early morning, sufficient to find
a good place to land and feed by day in places where few humans would see them. This
autumn’s Nov 7 sightings were off flocks of one or two thousand birds at a couple of places in
Sussex, all moving west but none being seen in Hampshire although at least 16,000 appeared
(‘out of the blue’) to fly over Christchurch Harbour and then vanish (presumably ‘into the blue’
but with no clue as to whether that meant straight down into the sea or straight up into the sky
on their way to the moon where they feed on green cheese!). +++
One of the snags of the migration theory is that there is no equivalent observation of any return
migration in the spring (that could be because it is all done under cover of darkness), and
Russell has now added another snag - namely that there is virtually no record from ringing
recoveries that any substantial migration takes place (but that could be because no one
bothers to ring Woodpigeons, nor does anyone go out of their way to see if a dead birds has a
ring on its leg). Russell also reminds us that the autumn sightings of flocks are not just along
the south coast - there are occasional sightings of birds passing southwards through the
Midlands - perhaps after crossing the North Sea, perhaps birds abandoning Scotland as the
snow starts to fall. There are also observations along the south coast of birds heading south
out to sea as if the ‘migration’ was not a northward movement from the continent but a
southward one of birds leaving England (but anyone walking English farmland in winter will
take a lot of persuading that our birds have left us for warmer climes!) +++
I await Russell’s findings with eagerness, but in the meantime I will start developing a new theory
that this is the ‘suppressed migration’ which we see for example, in Canada Geese which have
a gene for migrating (and which operates properly when the birds are in North America) but this
gene has been partially switched off in our English birds which have a history going back over
some 300 years of not needing to migrate and being restrained from doing so (the first birds
brought over to add to the effect of 18th century landscape gardeners work were presumable
pinioned so that they stayed on the lake which they were meant to ‘ornament’). Every autumn
we see these geese making inexplicable flights, going round in circles in huge flocks, then
settling down for the winter and spring in places where the general public does not notice them
as being mobile wild birds. To get people started on developing this theory lets ask the
archaeologists for evidence that Woodpigeons were first brought here by the Vikings who were
particularly partial to pigeon pie - coming from the frozen north the Woodpigeons they were
used to at home would have been true migrants, but here in England the need for true
migration would disappear....
THU 13 NOV
The first Pale-bellied Brent that I have heard of this winter is today reported to have been seen in
the White’s Creek area of Pagham Harbour (the south east corner nearest Pagham Village).
The same report on the SOS website tells us that the Long-tailed Duck is still to be seen on
Pagham Lagoon, and I see that a new Long-tailed Duck has been seen on Barcombe reservoir
to the north of Lewes, with a Water Pipit also at that site. +++
Also in Sussex (just) Brian Fellows today took a walk around the Nutbourne/Prinsted area on the
north shore of Chichester Harbour a little east of Emsworth. Around 350 Wigeon were to be
seen in Nutbourne Bay with no Pintail as yet and few Shelduck, but to the west of the bay,
where the harbour channel turns south along the east side of Thorney Island, there were at

least 55 Shelduck off Thornham Point. +++
In Hampshire Bob Machant was at Hook (mouth of the Hamble river) today and saw both a
Guillemot and a Razorbill off Hook spit, with two Rock Pipits on the shore.
On Tuesday I wrote of my surprise at hearing the first Song Thrush song of the winter on a dreary,
damp and dark evening, and early this morning the same bird was once more singing its heart
out in quite different circumstances - a sunny, mild morning. I have also noted Dunnock song
with increasing frequency since Oct 22 but it was not until yesterday that I heard several of
these birds singing in different places as I walked from Havant to Emsworth - this morning one
was again singing repeatedly in my garden, sufficiently loudly to be heard indoors through
closed windows. +++
By my reckoning these two birds are now officially to be classed with the Robin, Wren and Great
Tit as regular songsters, and the dramatic start of Song Thrush song for me marks a turning
point equivalent to the Jewish and Chinese New Years - perhaps we should listen out for this
event each winter and celebrate the ‘Birds New Year’ as an unexpected extra Bank Holiday
(much needed at this time of year)
Yesterday (Oct 12) what was almost certainly a wintering female Blackcap was in Sue Drewett’s
Emsworth garden, sitting quietly among the hips in a rose bush. I have also heard from Tony
Gutteridge of another candidate for the first winter Blackcap in our area which he saw in or near
the Harbourside housing area off Mill Lane in Langstone on Oct 14. Of course I have no way of
telling the origin of these birds but if you look back to what I wrote on the subject on Nov 4 you
will see that I had some reason for deciding that Oct 30 would make an arbitrary change-over
date (Blackcaps seen before that date being departing summer birds, those on or after that
date being winter birds from Eastern Europe). Oct 14 was rather close after the last major
report of departing birds (250 at Beachy Head on Oct 11, after which there was no gap in
almost daily sightings up to Oct 26).
Tony also tells me that, in addition to the male Shoveler and female Tufted duck which he saw on
Langstone Pond on Oct 25 (and which are still there as lone representatives of their species)
he had a more dramatic sighting of a male Mandarin there on Nov 3 (that did not appparently
stay or I guess I would have seen or heard of it).
Finally for today news of Brian Fellows’ visit to Portsmouth and Southsea on Nov 11 where he
noted at least 500 Feral Pigeons in the Southsea Canoe Lake area and another 200+ at Baffins
Pond, a good 3 km away so probably different birds. I wonder if this apparent sudden increase
in the local population has anything to do with the mystery of the non-migrating Woodpigeons
(and if so where do the Stock Doves fit into the story - 130 of them turned up on Thorney Island
on Oct 17 and 200 were there on Oct 26 with no equivalent sightings elsewhere in the month)
+++
Leaving the pigeons to their own devices I see that the winter flock of Swans on the Canoe Lake
at Southsea is starting to increase with 34 there today (following just 16 on Oct 24 and 24 on
Oct 31). At Baffins Pond the Tufted Duck were also growing in number (18 on Oct 24, 26 on
Oct 31 and 48 of them today) though the Shoveler (of which there had been 22 on Oct 24 and
28 on Oct 31) had all vanished giving little chance of seeing the huge flock of over 80 that were
present a few years back - this year the Shoveler in this area have gone to Titchfield Haven
where 72 were seen on Nov 6, or to the Blashford Lakes at Ringwood where John Clark
counted 114 on Oct 26. Plenty of Mallard were on the pond (110 counted today) along with 9
Cormorant - not a great increase on the seven that were there in November last year, but both
at Baffins and on the IBM Lake Cormorant numbers seem to increase each year.
WED 12 NOV
Richard Carpenter tells me that the famous birder who goes under the name of ‘Anon’ has today
seen a Snow Bunting on the shore at Brownwich to the west of Titchfield Haven, but as yet I
have no confirmation of the arrival of this welcome visitor which would be the first I have heard
of anywhere on the south coast this winter. +++
Also reported in the Chilling area west of Brownwich today was a ringtail Hen Harrier which
Richard says has been in that area since Sunday (Nov 9), and off the Haven a single Slavonian
Grebe has been seen +++
Richard himself saw the small flock of 35 Golden Plover still in the Brownwich area today, and

yesterday had a good selection of coastal birds at various points as far west as the Bunny
Meadows by the Hamble just above Warsash (where a Kingfisher and three Greenshank were
among the regulars). At Hook just 5 Pintail were present (where there had been 46 on Oct 30),
and in the Titchfield Haven area a count of 125 Wigeon looked as if it might be a peak count,
but on checking I see there were 156 just offshore on Oct 26. I guess the waves of migrants
are now tailing off, and the birds that remain now may well do so for the rest of the winter. +++
John Shillitoe also visited the Haven today, seeing nothing much new but enjoying good views of
the Jack Snipe which continues to bob in full view of the south scrape hide.
This evening I was at the viewpoint to see Egrets coming to roost and was in time to see the very
first bird arrive (or so I judged by its behaviour - circling round the roost area for some time,
apparently unable to spot any other Egrets to give it confidence that it was safe to land, and
only doing so on the very topmost branch of a dead tree where it would be safe from anything
other than gunshot). I stayed for 45 minutes until it was too dark to see my own notepad, but
only recorded a total of 37 Egrets arriving (maybe some had slipped in unseen from the
landward side of the trees but I think the drop in numbers probably reflects a movement to
inland feeding places and roosts as winter draws on). +++
Other things noted while I was near Langstone Pond included song from the resident Cetti’s
Warbler, the first ‘siege’ of just five Herons in the pony field between me and the roost trees
(previously there has always been two or three Herons in the trees, but is the first time they
have been in the typical winter ‘huddle’ on the ground), and today also saw the first winter
‘flock’ of well over a dozen Moorhen feeding in these pony fields. +++
In the morning I had walked from Langstone to the west end of Emsworth along the shore, seeing
the Kingfisher on its regular fishing post above the Lymbourne stream channel where it
emerges from under the seawall path to run out alongside the Mill buildings in full view of the
east end of the Royal Oak pub, before watching the Bar-tailed Godwit high tide roost flock on
the saltings off Northney marina build to an estimated 1000 birds. Shelduck had increased
slightly to ten in number, Lapwing more noticeably to around 80, and at the end of the
Emsworth shore there were at least ten Swans to be added to any Emsworth harbour counts
(with three more off the Warblington shore plus the pair on Langstone pond with their one
cygnet). The male Shoveler is still on that pond. +++
In the mouth of the stream running out just east of Warblington church the Wigeon numbered 80
(but no Pintail), and coming back along the field path I found the first cluster of 11 Egrets in the
grass fields immediately east of Warblington church and a flock of 51 Curlew in the field
opposite the Old Rectory, but no Brent on any fields. Also perhaps of interest in view of my
recent comments that the old adage (‘If you see one big black bird it must be a Crow, if there
are many of them they must be Rooks’) has been turned on its head in this area, there was a
flock of more than 70 Corvids in trees east of Warblington Castle, and while a few of them may
have been Jackdaws everyone of the large birds I looked at was a Crow.
TUE 11 NOV
David Thelwell today found a single Hawfinch back in the spot at Romsey where they have been
regularly and relatively easily seen in the past two winters. In 2001 I think the first find of them
was seen on Dec 18, with a maximum of six being seen there that winter, but in 2002 Mike
Rafter found at least one in the Fishlake Meadows as early as Nov 24 and small numbers were
seen right through the winter up to Feb 15 (there was a definite report of 10 being present and
another said ‘up to 20’). David’s find of one today is perhaps a week or so earlier than Mike’s
find last year because David was looking specifically for them, and this should encourage
others to look for them. +++
The main place to see them is a small patch of ‘housing estate grass’ (surrounded by trees
including several Plane Trees whose globular fruits, hanging on long stems, look a bit like
cherries and might be attractive to Hawfinch) very close to a footbridge over the canal which
runs through Romsey on a line northwards from just east of the railway station, through the
built-up area and then along the east side of the Fishlake Meadows +++
For anyone not familiar with the site it can be located by a look at the street map of Romsey,
starting at the point where the main road to Winchester heads out of town and passes under
two railway bridges. Imagining you are on this road heading north east you take the first left

turn after the rail bridges into Cupernham Lane (a main road) and then take the second left into
Mercer Way, going west along it (ignoring side turnings also called Mercer Way) to the far end
of the west bound section. From here walk on west a short distance along a footpath to a
footbridge over the small canal, and when you reach the bridge you will have just passed
through the grass area where the birds are normally seen, though if none are there it is worth
crossing the bridge to the tow path. Turning left on the path will take you down towards the
railway station (at least one sighting has been in the railway embankment area), turning right
will give you a long walk right up into the Fishlake Meadows with a good chance of seeing a
Kingfisher fishing the canal before you get to the open semi-wetland area of the meadows
where the Hawfinches have also been seen. +++
While in the Mercer Way area today David Thelwell noted a roost of more than 80 House
Sparrows, saw a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (probably in trees by the canal?), and heard
Chiffchaff song (the first he has ever heard in November). This last remark prompted me to
check other reports of late singing Chiffchaffs of which there was one at Brooklands on the
Worthing shore on Nov 9, and at least three in October (Old Winchester Hill on Oct 18, Havant
Lymbourn Road on Oct 9 and Waterlooville on Oct 3). November is probably the least likely
month in which to hear them, but in past years - before the ‘improvement’ of Budds Farm
sewage works here in Havant - when the bushes around Budds Farm had 20 or so Chiffchaffs
present in most winters I heard regular reports of odd birds singing on sunny winter days.
Other Hampshire news for today includes a good selection of birds seen at the Hayling
Oysterbeds by a big party from the Petersfield Area Wildlife Group led by Cliff Oakley. There
was clearly a very good display from a full winter complement of Dunlin (the winter total in
Langstone Harbour in recent years has been around 20,000 birds, and Cliff estimates that his
group saw 12,000 of them, though - as they say on BBC radio when someone mentions a
brand name of a product they are not supposed to advertise - ‘other estimates are available’).
Among the other birds seen were 30 Merganser, 22 Shelduck and 14 Egrets with around 70
Ringed Plover, 5 Rock Pipits and at least 3 Goldcrests in the bushes. +++
By the M27 at Eastleigh Ian Watts noted 92 Golden Plover (but only 36 Lapwing) today, and in the
St Cross area of Winchester by the Itchen south of the city centre he later saw over 400
Fieldfare and around 200 Redwing in one mixed flock.
Turning to Sussex the bad news was that all three recent rarities (the Desert Wheatear at
Climping, the Hume’s Leaf Warbler at Beachy Head and the possible Penduline Tit at the
Church Norton ‘Severals’) failed to show when searched for. The good news to counter
balance this loss (well, maybe..) was the appeareance of two Black Swans at Rye Harbour
where the White-headed Duck could still be seen. +++
From our end of Sussex, on the Goodwood Estate just north of Chichester, Mike Collins tells me
that he .. ‘counted a flock of over a hundred Fieldfares fly over Molecomb today, and there were
at least thirty feeding in one tree which was covered in misletoe, much to the disgust of the
resident Mistle Thrushes.’ (Molecombe is tiny collection of buildings half way up the steep
slope of the downs rising up from Goodwood House to the racecourse on ‘The Trundle’ atop
the South Downs - just west of Molecombe is a large wood with the interesting name ‘Birdless
Wood’ - I wonder if it lives up to its name?)
A normal November late afternoon of light drizzle and all enveloping gloom brought me the same
joy that Wordsworth found in his Daffodils as the first Song Thrush that I have heard began to
practise its notes in trees lining the old Hayling Billy track, sounding incredibly loud from my
garden at least 100 metres from the bird’s chosen night roost. I could also hear several
Blackbirds sounding their winter evening alarm calls as they too chased away any evil spirits
from their roosts, and earlier had heard Wren song, but neither of these were half as loud as the
Song Thrush. Earlier in the day a Redpoll flew over the garden giving its umistakeable ‘Chuch
- uch - uch’ call to give me another tick on an otherwise uneventful day.
Finally for today I see from the Titchfield Haven bird news website page (which I have now
rediscovered under a new name and which Richard Carpenter tells me is being ‘re-vamped’)
that a Ring Ouzel was at the Haven on Sunday Nov 9. No further details on the website but the
Hampshire Bird Report tells me that the ‘latest ever’ date for this migrant species was 10 Nov
1984 (though there have been at least four of these birds which have apparently stayed the

winter here in Hampshire - I remember seeing the first officially recorded one at Yew Tree
Bottom, on the southern edge of the New Forest north of New Milton, where it stayed from 31
Dec 1983 to 4 Apr 1984). Of more interest is that the third of these four winter records occurred
in a Titchfield garden (17 Feb 1985), possibly suggesting that this current late bird might stay
around???
MON 10 NOV
On Oct 8 Steve Keen and Marc Moody saw a Lapland Bunting at two places along the shore to
the west of Milford on sea, and yesterday (Nov 9) Dave Unsworth had a couple of similar
glimpses of one in that same area. Dave writes .. ‘Yesterday morning at Taddiford Gap, a
Lapland Bunting flew east along the coast and spent some time about 50/100 metres east of
the trig point on the cliff path and undercliff. It also went into the field, two along from the field
with the trig point in (if you see what I mean). It was rather frustrasting because it was flighty
and never allowed particularly good views. But it might be worth a look if anybody is down that
way.’ If this was the same bird as the one seen on Oct 8 then I predict from the dates that Dec
7 will see another appearance of this bird - on the other hand, if Steve and Mark saw two
different birds in Oct and Dave saw one in Nov then a December sighting of zero birds will be a
bit disappointing ... +++
A much more reliable rarity has been seen by several people, including our own Doug Robertson,
at Climping on the Sussex shore just west of Shoreham. This is a Desert Wheatear which was
first seen on Sunday (Nov 9) and was still present today with the winds remaining southerly and
warm over a pretty dry Sussex to make the bird feel at home. As usual none of the various
reports of its presence indicate why it has been identified as a Desert Wheatear so I can only
guess that it is a male with sufficient black on its throat to make it stand out from ‘our’ Northern
Wheatear as well as its own distinctive tail pattern (where our Wheatears have a moderately
deep black band across the tip of the tail, and a central ‘finger’ of black projecting forwards over
the ‘white arse’ area, the Desert Wheatear has a much deeper black tail band with a central
indentation of white into the black area). My Collins Guide marks it as a two star rarity,
meaning that one or two appear in Britain each year, but nearly all of these turn up on the east
coast and as far as I can see there has only been one Hampshire record - a bird that stayed for
a couple of weeks at Farlington Marshes in Nov of 1961. +++
Another seemingly well established Sussex rarity is the bird which arrived at Belle Tout Wood last
Thursday (Nov 6) and is still there today. This is regularly reported as a Hume’s Yellow-browed
Warbler, but when I came to record it in my database and went to check it’s latin name I could
find no such bird - my sources give it the English name of Hume’s Leaf Warbler or just Hume’s
Warbler with the scientific name Phylloscopus humei.
A less positive identification of a rarity came from Pete Brown at the Church Norton ‘Severals’
where he heard what he thought was a Penduline Tit (though I suppose it could have been a
Reed Bunting?), and over by the Sussex Ouse at Rodmell Steve Gardner is sure that he saw a
Twite perched in a tree but it flew off before he could get photographic proof. Sussex has
already had one definite Penduline Tit (at Rye on Oct 6) and Hampshire has had one ‘probable’
(the one reported as a Red-backed Shrike in the Keyhaven reeds on Oct 26). The position with
Twite is similar - a definite report of three on the beach at Church Norton on Nov 1 and a
‘probable’ for Hampshire when one flew before Mike Rafter could get a decent view of it at
Hurst Castle on Nov 4. +++
More easily recognized were 1 Red-necked and 11 Slavonian Grebes off the beach at Church
Norton (sounds as if the traditional large flock of Slavs may be back there after several ‘lean
years’). Another possible indication that there is more food for diving birds off our part of the
south coast comes today from John Shillitoe who saw a Great Northern Diver fishing in Hayling
Bay off the Beachlands area - not much as evidence on its own but this is close to where Pete
Ryder saw 15 Red-throated Divers feeding briefly (until disturbed) on Oct 15. +++
Back in the Pagham Harbour area I see that a Short-eared Owl was disturbed from the Pagham
beach, and in the Ashdown Forest it seems that there are two separate Great Grey Shrikes one to be seen in the area east of Gill’s Lap, the other, more than 2 km to the south east of the
first bird, in the Old Lodge nature reserve area.
Another piece of tenuous evidence leads me to hope that there has been an upturn in the Corn

Bunting population. So far this year I have noted just 61 reports of Corn Buntings with the
largest count of the year so far being an estimated 40 birds seen by Keith Betton at Cheesefoot
Head (east of Winchester) on Jan 24. There is some evidence that these winter flocks do not
disperse when it comes to breeding - well into the breeding season the same bird can be seen
spending part of its day feeding among a flock and the rest of the same day singing to proclaim
a breeding territory in one of the nearby fields, so we still had counts of 14 birds together in late
April (at Gander Down near Chesefoot Head) and 14 at Hoe Cross near Hambledon (Meon
Valley) in June. I heard of no reports in September (when the birds were moulting?) and since
then four people have seen them on Oct 9, 11, 12 and 18 (half a dozen at Hove, six in the
Meon Valley, and two sightings of a group of eight in the Ouse valley south of Lewes
respectively). Another group of four sightings comes in today’s news with one seen today by
Richard Carpenter at Old Winchester Hill and another sighting in the Lewes area, plus (last
Saturday Nov 8) a couple of single birds seen at Pett Level by Cliff Dean and a flock of 35 seen
by Keith Noble near Lychpole Farm on the Downs north of Worthing. I am not sure if Keith was
stating the official RSPB view when he classed these Buntings as ‘ordinary’ birds, but it is
heartening to hear them regarded as being ‘nothing special’. Maybe maximum counts of 40 will
get back to the counts of 100 or 150 in winter flocks that were being recorded less than ten
years ago .... +++
As well as the Corn Bunting which flew over Old Winchester Hill today (heading east to join the
Sussex flocks?) Richard Carpenter had more than 20 Skylarks over Sailors Lane on the
opposite (west) side of the Meon valley where a good mixed flock of passerines was feeding in
game cover - he lists 1 Stonechat, 2 Reed Bunting, 10 Yellowhammer, 20 Goldfinch, 5 Linnet,
10 Chaffinch, and 5 Greenfinch, adding that one of the Yellowhammers was singing. +++
During his outing in the Meon valley Richard also saw Redwing and Fieldfare in hundreds
wherever he went on the mid-Hampshire ‘uplands’, and this ties in with reports for last Saturday
(Nov 8) from Simon Ingram at Eastleigh (262 Redwing and 162 Fieldfare flying northwest) and
from Bob Marchant in the Godshill area of the New Forest (67 Redwing and 147 Fieldfare).
Also on Saturday Will Walmsley had his first garden tick of Fieldfare at Shedfield near Wickham
in the Meon Valley, and on Sunday Martin Hampton noted 6 Fieldfare over Havant (probably
within sight of my home)
SUN 09 NOV
One item on Ian Pibworth’s list from his regular dawn to dusk watch today at the Testwood Lakes
at Totton was a single Blackcap, about which he commented that it was the first he had seen at
the site since Sep 21, and I take this as more evidence that our winter Blackcaps are now
arriving (see my comments on Nov 4). +++
At Eastleigh, not too far from Totton, Simon Ingram tells us that the Red-tailed Hawk (complete
with jesses) which arrived there on Oct 24 is still present despite the ‘lures’ of a falconer who
has tried to capture it. It remains based at the Woodside Road allotments where the plot
holders are only too pleased for it to remain as Woodpigeons now keep well clear of the area
(where previously they were a pest taking any newly sown seeds or plants and pecking large
holes in cabbages) +++
Moving south east to the Southsesa shore Roger Webb today had the first Purple Sandpiper that
I have heard of back in the South Parade Pier/Southsea Castle area, together with 9
Sanderling (presumably a hgh tide roost on the shingle near the pier). Yesterday Roger had a
Red-throated Diver land briefly on the sea near the pier before flying on eastwards.
Having forgotten that the monthly WeBS count was scheduled for yesterday I made a belated visit
to the IBM Lake at Portsmouth this morning, getting rather damp in the process. One
unexpected sighting was of at least 8 Herons on the site, presumably sitting out the high tide
period in a place that has little human activity on a Sunday, though I think another good reason
for finding at least half a dozen of them sitting it out on the outer island was that that island has
just had its annual ‘haircut’ from the landscape maintenance team. When, in the early 1980s,
that island was nothing much more than shingle and bare dried mud from the harbour
reclamation I have seen a line of 25 Herons resting there in the knowledge that no predators
were based there and any that did arrive would be seen long before they neared the birds - now
it is covered in thick vegetation and one or more foxes have their permanent home on the

islands. Incidentally, on the mainland shore opposite the islands, I today found the fresh
remains of a juvenile Heron that had almost certainly been killed by foxes. I also saw a single
Egret which is probably a regular sight in the main reception area. +++
Another slightly puzzling feature of my visit was the shortage of gulls on the lake, at least until
something disturbed around 400 Black-headed Gulls which had been roosting completely out
of sight from the ground on the flat roof of ‘E’ building. Still puzzled by the absence of Herring
Gulls among them I continued my walk eastwards along the lake shore and at the other end of
the long line of buildings something put up a cloud of at least 60 Herring Gulls that had been
equally invisible on the high roof of the orignal building. +++
The only new species on my list compared to previous months was Snipe, just two put up from the
islands. Other birds of some interest were at least 7 Cormorant (maybe 10), 50 Coot, 23 Teal,
2 Pochard and only 2 Tufted Duck plus one of the Great Crested Grebes (no Swans and no
Canada Geese which now seem to prefer the grass at Farlington Marshes - that’s what a
nature reserve is for!) 47 Mallard, 31 Moorhen and 10 Little Grebe were ‘business as usual’.
News from Havant comes today from Martin Hampton who not only saw the Fieldfare which I
have reported above but also bemoaned the growing number of Magpies (he has seen 14
together just outside his home). On the plus side he has noticed the return of a growing
number of Chaffinches recently, co-inciding with my own observation today of the first cock
Chaffinch in my own garden for a good many months - among the other Tits and Sparrows that
are regulars there was also a very smart cock Goldcrest ‘flashing’ his crest as he worked
through the bare branches. +++
In Sussex a Chiffchaff was singing today at Brooklands in Worthing, and at Shoreham Harbour a
newly arrived Purple Sandpiper was seen
SAT 08 NOV
Will Walmsley was among those who did not forget to go to Farlington Marshes to help with
today’s scheduled WeBS count. Whereas I was punished for forgetting to turn out on Saturday
with rain on Sunday Will was rewarded with two unexpected sightings. Most surprising was a
juvenile Yellow Wagtail of which Will had a clear and close view in flight - not the latest ever
(that was on 20 Nov 1976 and there have been 5 sightings during the Dec-Feb winter period
over the years) but this year’s regular sightings of them dried up on Oct 8 with just one sighting
at Hook/Warsash since then on Oct 26. +++
The other very good bird was a Bewick’s Swan which flew in from the north, landed briefly on the
harbour and then flew back north +++
Other birds seen today in the north east of Langstone Harbour were the single Slavonian Grebe
off the South Moors and the Long-tailed Duck in the Broadmarsh/Chalk Dock area where there
were also 7 Black-necked Grebe. Doug Robertson also saw both a female Peregrine and a
female Merlin hunting in this area, and was impressed by the number (he estimates over 30)
Little Grebes on the water. I think the majority of these Grebes concentrate in this part of the
harbour and Dave Unsworth tells us that the winter peak in Langstone Harbour (based on
WeBS counts) is under 50 birds, but the birds may have been particularly notable as many of
them were probably very recent arrivals, still clustered together and feeding more actively after
a strenuous night flight. Trevor Carpenter confirms that a good many birds have suddenly
appeared in the Fareham Creek area where he saw 40 today.
Brian Fellows was also out on WeBS count duty in Chichester Harbour today, working his normal
south east Hayling sector but seeing nothing very special other than a count of 510 Brent
(which he could have doubled had he included another 500 in the Gutner Point area just
outside his sector) Disappointingly there were only 2 Shelduck and 35 Lapwing (their numbers
remain low everywhere except in the Rye area where a flock of 2000 is present). +++
Lack of excitment out in ‘the wilds’ was made up for when Brian got home and looked out of his
window to see a Little Egret perched in his garden within 20 yards, probably less - this is not his
first garden sighting as the Westbrook Stream forms his garden boundary and the Egrets follow
the stream inland from the nearby Town Millpond.
In the New Forest a dozen or so Hampshire birders were engaged in the first of this winter’s
Shrike Surveys but no one has so far claimed to have seen a Shrike (four nil reports in today’s
messages but I would guess that there were at least four Shrikes there for the finding...).

Nevertheless there were plenty of other birds to be seen and Bob Marchant certainly had good
value from his visit to Latchmore Bottom not far south of Godshill (near Fordingbridge). His list
reads .. ‘1 Sparrowhawk, 1 Buzzard, 2 Kestrels, 147 Fieldfares, 67 Redwing, 12 Crossbill, 5
Dartfords, 1 Snipe, 1 Hawfinch, 12 Golden Plover (over going south), and 1 Woodcock’. +++
For info the Ashley Warren Farm Shrike was seen again today in northern Hampshire.
News from Sussex today includes the flock of 35 Corn Bunting seen by Keith Noble near Lychpole
Farm on the Downs north of Worthing, which I have mentioned above. It also includes a report
of 6 Goosander seen briefly over Rye Harbour (maybe presaging the arrival of some on the
Hampshire coast?), and an account of what’s to be seen in the Pett Level area between
Winchelsea and Hastings from Cliff Dean. Among Cliff’s sightings were a good many Skylarks
and Starlings flying in from the continent, and flocks of 2000 Lapwing, 260 Golden Plover, 135
Canada Geese and 140 Coot currently based on the ground there. Also on Cliff’s list were 3
Tree Sparrows, probably not newcomers to the area where an estimated flock of 12 arrived in
the Hastings Country Park on Sep 7. +++
In west Sussex 2 Red-throated Divers and 3 probable Little Auks were among the birds Paul
Beckett saw from Selsey Bill today
PLANTS

SAT 15 NOV
Cycling along Mill Lane at Langstone this morning I cast my usual casual glance at the fringe of
originally planted Sweet Violets which long ago started to escape under a garden fence. These
usually start to flower before Christmas, and the first of them was in flower today. Also on this
ride I noted a good show of leaves on Winter Cress (no doubt it got its name from this early
appearance of salad leaves, not the flowers which do not appear until much later) and found
White Campion still flowering. +++
In Brook Meadow at Emsworth Brian Fellows tells me that several plants of Wild Angelica are in
good health and covered with flowers, explaining that they are a regrowth brought on by the
mowing of the meadow in August. My recent comment saying that I guessed these plants were
past flowering was based on the assumption that it was well past their normal season, backed
up by a remark about the Havant Wildlife Group checking the seeds of the plants as a
recognition feature when they visited the meadow a few weeks back. This week Brian was
surprised to see Black Horehound still in flower on the shores of Chichester Harbour at
Nutbourne, possibly in a similarly sheltered but sunny situation like that on the Budds Farm
shore where this plant and Hemlock are probably still flowering
WED 12 NOV
Another ‘summer day’ encouraged me to walk the fields and shoreline between Havant and
Emsworth today and gave me a list of 50 wild plants still in flower. Some of them, like the Wall
Lettuce growing in the gravelled over small front garden of a block of flats in Havant, were only
just hanging on (quite a few flowers to be seen on several plants which in all other respects
seemed to be quite dead!), and some, like the Musk Mallow with just one flower on it, were
quite accidental. Others though were in the best of health - several plants of Field Woundwort
in stubble on a Warblington farm field where fresh Common Fumitory and lots of fresh Sun
Spurge were seen in my search for any remaining examples of the ‘rayed’ form of Groundsel
(see my notes for Sep 29) of which I found just one plant covered with the flowers that show the
intervention of Oxford Ragwort in its ancestry. On the Warblington shore one of the many
Tamarisks had fresh flowers and one plant of Golden Samphire still had a good show of
flowers, while by Warblington church several fresh young plants of Black Nightshade were
flowering. On my way home I found just one flower of Herb Robert close to a patch of Pellitory
of the Wall still wth flowers, and close to home Green Field Speedwell and Annual Wall Rocket
were in good health, while in my garden Thyme-leaved Speedwell was flourishing though it
needed a close look to find it in the lawn.
MON 10 NOV
On Old Winchester Hill today Richard Carpenter found Wild Basil still flowering and when I visited
Lawrence Holloway’s website today I found a picture of Viper’s Bugloss with many fresh

flowers taken as recently as last Thursday (Nov 6) in the Pagham area. +++
35 more species of wild plant (including grasses) are listed as flowering in Brian Fellows’ weekly
report from Brook Meadow at Emsworth - Herb Robert and Ivy-leaved Toadflax are among
them but the one which surprises me is Wild Angelica
SAT 08 NOV
As I swept leaves from my lawn here in Havant today I was not too surprised to find Thyme-leaved
Speedwell flowering where a few plants had been sheltered by the piled up leaves but I was
pleased to see flowers on two plants of Wall Speedwell which I normally associate with hot and
dry places. Another addition to my November flowerings was of Nipplewort.

INSECTS

THU 13 NOV
Barry Collins had his moth trap running here in Havant this evening but attracted only four moth
species (Silver Y, Large Yellow Underwing, Red-green Carpet and Yellow-line Quaker)
compared to a haul of 13 species taken by Maurice Opie at Funtley in Fareham on the evening
on Nov 10. +++
Most surprising find when Maurice came to check his trap on the following morning was a Small
Tortoiseshell butterfly but he was also pleased to have his first Grey Shoulder-Knot of the year.
Checking this species I see that there has only been one earlier record in Hampshire this year
(to my limited knowledge) and that was a specimen taken by Paul Boswell at Greywell (near
Fleet in the north of the county) back on Oct 13. +++
That moth may be commoner in the north of Hampshire but a couple of comments on the
Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website today show that the Cypress Carpet is more likely to
be found in the south than the north of Hampshire, and show that a species that was not even
listed in the 1979 Bradley and Fletcher moth checklist (of which I happen to have a copy) is now
relatively common along the coast. +++
The 1979 list includes Juniper Carpet as species number 1771, but I think that species is not
found at all in Hampshire (it is marked in one of my books as very local in southern and
northern England, though found in Wales, Scotland and in the Burren in Ireland), and I see that
the original owner of the Bradley and Fletcher that I use (the much missed Lee Marshall)
pencilled in four finds of Cypress Carpet (at Gosport) as species number 1771a in the year
1979 (two in June and two in Oct/Nov). I understand that now the 1771 shirt has been
transferred from Juniper to Cypress Carpet, and Andy Collins tells us that as late as 1999 he
only recorded one example of the species in Southampton but by this year his number of finds
of it has grown to 25, and over in Chichester Sarah Patton, who had four records in 1999, has
had 10 this year (and the 2003 season is not yet over).
WED 12 NOV
A Clouded Yellow was reported to have been seen at Titchfield Haven today, a Red Admiral and
3 Common Darters were seen by Cliff Oakley at Church Norton (Pagham Harbour) and in
Petersfield Tom Muckley saw a Small Tortoiseshell. +++
These late sighting s (especially the Tortoiseshell) are surprising enough but I am perhaps just as
surprised that this extraordinary warm autumn has not produced a single sighting of a Comma
since Oct 11 when I recorded four reports of the species (2 on the Isle of Wight, 1 at
Christchurch in Dorset and 1 at Titchfield Haven) to complete a list of 254 reports which I have
heard of this year. In most years Commas are usually seen well into November, and this is
borne out by the Hampshire Butterfly reports for the past seven years which record the
following ‘last dates’ ( starting with 2002 and working back to 1996) - Nov 5, Nov 5, Nov 22, Nov
27, Nov 6, Oct 31 and Nov 15. Hopefully this absence of late emerging butterflies is the result
of a good breeding and feeding season earlier in the year, bringing the insects out earlier than
usual and letting them go straight into hibernation.
MON 10 NOV
Hummingbird Hawkmoths still feature in the national news with a sighting of one still flying today
on the Scilly Isles and three more seen last Friday (Nov 7) - one at the RSPB HQ in

Bedfordshire and two in different Welsh counties. Steve Nash’s website also has a sighting of
a Clouded Yellow in Cornwall last Saturday (Nov 8) and on that day there was a second
sighting for the year of the rare Red-headed Chestnut moth in Essex with plenty more smaller,
commoner migrant moths seen nationwide (The Gem, White-speck and Diamond-back are still
in plentiful supply)
Butterfly sightings are now few and far between but last Thursday (Nov 6) brought sightings of
Red Admirals (two seen by Brian Fellows at the Hayling Oysterbeds) and up to a dozen
Clouded Yellows in the Southbourne area of Bournemouth and at Hengistbury Head seen by
people visitng from Halesowen in the W Midlands (close to Birmingham). They may not have
been aware that a small resident colony of Clouded Yellows seems to have established a
British foothold on the Southbourne cliffs at Bournemouth where the first fresh butterflies began
to emerge on April 15, a good month before the first migrants started to arrive in late May. This
may not be the only British resident colony as there was one even earlier report of one in East
Devon on April 5. +++
Another butterfly worth a mention was a male Brimstone seen on Nov 5 by Lawrence Holloway
when visiting the RSPB reserve at Pulborough Brooks.
OTHER WILDLIFE

MON 10 NOV
Each year fewer Hares are reported in both Hampshire and Sussex and I only have 23 records for
the whole year in my database (I appreciate this is mainly because I hear far more of Bird and
Insect sightings than of Animals), so I am delighted to see that Brian Fellows had a Hare last
Friday (Nov 7) in one of the fields south of the A259 where it passes Thorney Island (he was
walking the field path which runs along the northern edge of the sewage works). This is the first
Hampshire sighting I know of since August when Bob Marchant saw 5 on Old Winhcester Hill
(a total of seven seen in one outing in the Hambledon area by John Shillitoe on Mar 31 was the
highest score made by anyone during the year).
Today Richard Carpenter was in the Brockwood area north west of West Meon and added the
common Buttercap to the list of this autumn’s fungi , and on Sunday (Nov 9) he was in the
Curbridge area on the banks of the Hamble river where he saw Common Funnel-cap and the
pretty Mycena pura as well as the ubiquitous Candlesnuff.
SAT 08 NOV
While sweeping leaves from my lawn here in Havant today I exposed a line of Fairy Ring
toadstools (Marasmius oreades) with the prominent ‘umbo’ bumps in the centre of their caps
appearing like the conning towers of submarines as I raked the leaves that had submerged
them. +++
Yesterday Richard Carpenter found just one Birch Bolete at Titchfield Haven. Although there
have been some good finds this autumn the dearth of toadstools is indicated by these two
being the only current fungal finds to reach my attention

PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES
(Date, Time and height in metres)
10/11:-11:55-4.6
11/11:-00:12-4.5 & 12:27-4.5
12/11:-00:48-4.4 & 12:56-4.4
13/11:-01:20-4.4 &
13:24-4.3
14/11:-01:54-4.3 & 13:57-4.2
15/11:-02:33-4.1 & 14:39-4.0
16/11:-03:24-4.0 & 15:32-3.9
17/11:-04:36-3.9 &
16:45-3.8
18/11:-05:59-3.9 & 18:16-3.8
19/11:-07:09-4.1 & 19:30-4.0
20/11:-08:10-4.3 & 20:27-4.2
21/11:-08:59-4.6 &

21:14-4.5
22/11:-09:41-4.8 & 21:58-4.7
23/11:-10:23-4.9 & 22:43-4.8
24/11:-11:07-5.0 & 23:30-4.8
25/11:-11:51-5.0
26/11:-00:19-4.8 & 12:37-4.9
27/11:-01:10-4.7 & 13:23-4.7
28/11:-02:04-4.6 & 14:12-4.5
29/11:-03:15-4.4 &
15:06-4.3
HAVANT AREA SUNRISE & SUNSET TIMES
Date Rise Set
Date Rise Set
10/11 07:12 16:21 11/11 07:13 16:19
14/11 07:19 16:15 15/11 07:20 16:14
18/11 07:25 16:10 19/11 07:27 16:09
22/11 07:32 16:05 23/11 07:34 16:04
26/11 07:38 16:01 27/11 07:40 16:00

BIRDS

Date
12/11
16/11
20/11
24/11
28/11

(Approximations only)
Rise Set
Date Rise
07:15 16:18 13/11 07:17
07:22 16:12 17/11 07:24
07:29 16:08 21/11 07:31
07:35 16:03 25/11 07:37
07:41 16:00 29/11 07:42

Set
16:16
16:11
16:07
16:02
15:59

WEEK 45 NOV 3 – 9 (Edited Version)

FRI 07 NOV
Visitors to Titchfield Haven were today getting the ususal (or better) entertainment value for their
money (the extra value being a Chilean Flamingo which felt it had not being getting sufficient
publicity for its recent performance at Lord Montagu’s Needs Ore theatre and had moved to the
Haven as a better place to pull in a big audience), but Richard Carpenter tells me that the
Haven is under an imminent threat of temporary closure. +++
The threat is not one imposed by Hampshire County Council finances (though the money men
may well be behind the unannounced closure of the official Haven website - my last two visits to
their ‘recent news’ webpage have resulted in my seeing a polite but unhelpful HCC screen
saying that the page I have asked to see does not exist - why can’t we have a simple page
under the old name saying that the news service has been withdrawn or possibly giving an
alternative page to visit for more info?). The new threat comes from a bad pollution incident
upstream on the River Meon in the Titchfield village area. +++
Richard says .. ‘There has been a serious incident of sewage pollution of the River Meon following
a pipe fracture at Titchfield. The Environment Agency are monitoring the river and have
reported numerous dead fish and eels, and more interestingly, dead Lampreys, which we did
not know occurred in the area. No doubt this incident will have a serious impact on wildlife
dependent on the river, perhaps on our Bitterns, which are known to feed on eels.’ +++
This pollution had not yet affected the birds at the Haven at the time that I made my latest haul of
news, and yesterday (Nov 6) Richard reported an exceptionally high number of Shoveler - 72 of
them - with a Merlin and four Water Pipits (I think these were around the scrapes rather than in
the traditional ‘flooded field’ site close to Titchfield village) +++
Today Mike Rafter saw the first Ring-billed Gull of the winter there (maybe on it’s way back to
Broadmarsh in Langstone Harbour where one has shown well around Broadmarsh Slipway
each winter since its first appearance there on 22 Feb 1998 - this spring it was seen regularly
up to Mar 16). Also seen by Mike and others was a Little Gull which is the first at the Haven this
winter despite Jason Crook’s sighting of more than 9 off Sandy Point on Hayling Island on Oct
23, Steve Keen’s sighting of one near Milford on sea on Oct 25, and Simon Boswell’s count of
167 seen from the ferry crossing from Portsmouth to France in late September. +++
I wonder how many of those early morning Woodpigeon watchers were at their viewing posts at
dawn this morning to see our equivalent of the Wildebeest migration across the plains of
Africa? So far it seems that all the Hampshire birders were asleep, but in Sussex Tony Wilson
saw one flock of 1000 Woodpigeons go over Portslade railway station in the Brighton area,
more than 2000 were seen over Lancing at the mouth of the River Arun, and thousands were
reported heading south west over Bexhill, following the coast towards Beachy Head. It was the
Dorset birders, however, who were ready and waiting at Christchurch Harbour where David
Taylor tells us that at least 16000 passed west overhead up to 8:30 am (at which time, they all,

like Cinderella’s Coach turn back into the pumpkins that we now see rotting in the fields...)
THU 06 NOV
Another late date in Sussex was for a pair of Garganey seen today on Swanbourne Lake at
Arundel - just across the road from the WWT reserve. Maybe a chance drop-in by these birds,
maybe a testimonial to good work done to restore this lake which a few years ago was in
imminent danger of drying out, or maybe these were birds from the WWT reserve disturbed by
the current work to extend the habitat there (this last thought came as the birds seem to be very
late - the average last sighting in Sussex being Sep 29). +++
In Hampshire Bob Marchant took a look at the north east of Langstone Harbour this morning,
starting at the Hayling Oysterbeds from which he counted 6 Black-necked Grebes in the
Langstone Channel, then going to Budds Farm where, looking down from Budds Mound, he
found the hybrid Ferruginous Duck still on the Budds Farm pools and saw the single
Long-tailed Duck out on the harbour. +++
Bob Marchant’s news ties in with Bob Chapman’s latest report which adds news of good numbers
of both Merganser and Goldeneye in Langstone Harbour and a recent sighting of a Slavonian
Grebe. Bob is now more cheerful on the subject of Brent Goose breeding success but is still
not happy with the amount of grass available to them on Farlington Marshes where what grass
there is after the summer drought is still being devoured by a large flock of Canada Geese (no
idea of its size since his count of greater than 235 back on Oct 15). One Greylag and one
Cackling Goose (minima race of Canada Goose species) is with the flock, and the dark young
Arctic Skua is still a regular sight, often coming close to people though there have been no
head injuries yet reported by visitors. A Short-eared Owl has been seen on a few evenings
during the past week (sounds as if one may have settled in for the winter, possibly based out on
the RSPB Islands?). No mention of Dartford Warbler, though one may still be present in the
Point area of the reserve - last mention of it was on Oct 24.. +++
Admiring the autumn colours of the leaves lit by the setting sun as seen from my house in Havant
last night I was surprised to see at least 25 Crows perched on the topmost twigs of a tree not
much more than 100 yards from my kitchen window with the birds continually flying down to
some hidden spot in a garden on the other side of the old Hayling railway line, then returning to
the tree top, giving the impression of a busy rookery. It immediately reminded me of a onetime
annual autumn event when local Rooks would come to harvest our Walnut tree, but these were
definitely all black faced, pickaxe billed Crows (I don’t know if the local Rook population is
declining as fast as it appears to be doing, or if their absence is just a natural cycle of
abandoning local rookeries and moving to new ones, but nowadays a flock of fifty or so Crows
- usually seen on the harbour shore ‘beachcombing’ - is quite a common sight, with fields full of
Rooks being a rarity immediately around Havant though big flocks can still be seen in some
parts of the surrounding country, especially in fields devoted to pig breeding!). +++
This morning the Crows were still there and I counted 31 at one point though there were probably
more - perhaps they are setting up a new night roost? perhaps they were feeding on a victim of
the current firework war? +++
Also this morning the absence of leaves allowed me a clear view of a Dunnock singing quietly in a
neighbouring garden - maybe they will resume regular song sooner than usual this autumn on
account of the warm nights (thinking back to a theory I once read that the dawn chorus of
birdsong is the result of birds feeding up in the evening to provide internal fuel to keep them
warm through the night, then singing in the morning to expend energy and reduce their weight
so as to be fit and nimble for their daily work and to be better prepared to escape predators strange that no one has yet come up with a ‘birdsong diet’ regime for humans - perhaps
because it does not force the dietter to spend a fortune in the health food shops?). +++
One final recent personal observation of bird song is that twice during the past month when I have
been in my front garden on damp and drizzly mornings I have heard a Blackbird indulging in
prolonged but quiet subsong from within a thick hedge where the bird is sheltered from the rain.
You have to be within a few yards to hear it, but the bird (a personal friend of mine) allowed me
on the second occasion to stick my head into the hedge to see him at it.

WED 05 NOV
Top marks for a garden bird observation go today to Doug Munts living at West Wellow (not far
north of the A36/M27 junction just west of Southampton). Doug and his neighbour Derek have
had some good birds in their adjoining gardens over the years, most recently a Firecrest, but
Doug was taken aback this morning to see a Lady Amherst Pheasant strutting across his lawn
- presumably a male and probably in good plumage - long silver tail joined to a scarlet and gold
rump with a royal blue ‘cummerbund’, white belly and breast, black bib, and a full black and
white flecked ‘judge’s wig’ pinned to a black and scarlet crown. +++
Golden and Lady Amherst’s Pheasants both get a mention in Birds of Hampshire, and I can
remember that Golden Pheasants could be found each year, with a bit of patience and an ear
for their calls, in both the Queen Elizabeth Country Park (south of Petersfield) and on Kingley
Vale (north of Chichester) in the 1980s but I believe both these feral colonies are now extinct,
and I have to go back to the 1997 Hampshire Bird Report to find any mention of either of these
colourful introduced/escaped species in Hampshire. In 1997 one Golden Pheasant was seen
at Exbury near the mouth of the Beaulieu River and what were probably a couple of
Golden/Amherst hybirds were seen further up river in Sims Wood. In 1995 what may have
been a Lady Amherst male was seen at Exbury, and Birds of Hampshire gives the impression
that there have been several past introductions of Lady Amhersts at Exbury, so Doug’s bird
may have come north from the Beaulieu area but I think it might be worth a check with
Paulton’s Park, only a couple of miles south of his home, as they claim that the success of their
amusement park is a never ending stream of new attractions for visitors... but before Doug can
claim fame as the first person to see either species of exotic Pheasant in Hampshire in the 21st
Century he will have to prove that his bird is true bred and not a hybrid.
TUE 04 NOV
Pete Ryder was this morning on Budds Mound (overlooking the north east of Langstone Harbour
from the hill/old rubbish tip above Budds Farm sewage works here in Havant) when he saw the
first Long-tailed Duck for Langstone Harbour this winter. I’m not sure if he walked along the
adjacent South Moors shore to check for Twite but I have not heard of any there so far, but
some of these birds may well have reached Hampshire (three were in Pagham Harbour on Nov
1) as Mike Rafter had a ‘probable’ sighting of five or six in the Hurst Castle area of the west
Solent shore today
Re-reading Graham Roberts study of wintering Blackcaps in the 1995 Hampshire Bird Report I
confirmed my memory of what he had to say on the subject of the changeover from summer to
winter birds - basically he found (in his Cosham garden at Portsmouth) that the last summer
birds were seen in early October and there was then a gap of several weeks in sightings before
the winter birds arrive in November +++
This autumn I have 22 records in my database for October and I see Graham’s departure date of
‘early October’ borne out by the last massive count of 250 at Beachy Head on Oct 11 (after
counts of 200 on Oct 4 and another 40 on Oct 5), but it is not followed by any detectable gap in
sightings, merely a reduction in numbers giving me reports of ones and twos virtually every
other day up to Oct 26. After that comes a report of ‘several’ Blackaps at Seaford Head on Oct
30 with no more until today when we have three reports from Brighton (1 bird), Seaford (1) and
Beachy Head (a pair). A very tentative conclusion could be that Oct 30 saw the first winter
birds arriving and today’s reports are more of them..... but it could equally be that the warm
weather has kept a few of the summer birds here and the shortening days have been the cause
of longer gaps between sightings. +++
Lastly a record of local interest from John Chapman who had been standing on Langstone Bridge
(over to Hayling Island) during last Saturday’s Langstone Harbour ‘Low tide count’ when a
Merlin shot below the bridge and disappeared among the boats hauled out in the Langstone
Sailing Club boat park.
MON 03 NOV
Late in the day Ron King found the Great White Egret (which arrived yesterday) still present at Ivy
Lake, Ringwood - loud noises sounding like gunfire disturbed it from what was probably its
chosen night roost from which it flew out with 13 Egrets. The Great White eventually returned

but the Little Egrets did not do so while Ron was there (maybe leaving whoever is monitoring
Egret roost numbers there with the task of finding the place to which they have moved - the
same thing happened at Alresford Pond in Jan 2002 when a duck shoot caused some 30 birds
to abandon the trees at the pond and move a couple of kilometres west - that new roost was
found within a week but those on the Blashford Lakes could fly a couple of kilometres west to
private land at Somerley Park and vanish from the gaze of the ordinary birder). +++
SUN 02 NOV
Best news for today came from John Clark who saw four Bewick’s Swans near the River Avon at
Ibsley today while he was in the area to see a newly arrived, colour ringed, Great White Egret
on Ivy Lake. +++
Other sightings of interest in Hampshire included one of local interest to us in Havant - the return
of the hybrid Ferruginous Duck to the Budds Farm pools where it was found today by Mike
Collins. This bird was first seen at Farlington Deeps on 23 Nov 99 (its first winter) and since
then has been in Langstone Harbour, mainly at Budds Farm, each winter so it must now be four
years old. +++
SAT 01 NOV
Today’s Hampshire ‘bird of the day’ was a Bittern, seen well both in flight and on the ground by
Dave Payne in the Itchen Valley country park (or close by). Not a first for the winter - one was
reported at Titchfield Haven on Oct 21 and the first for the south coast was at Hastings on Oct
11 - but a memorable sight for Dave bringing promise of more sightings by the Itchen at
Eastleigh during the coming winter. +++
A less exciting but notable bird was a Sandwich Tern seen off the Langstone South Moors by
Mike Collins and then later in the day, apparently about to leave Langstone Harbour, by Mike
Wearing. Mike Collins also saw a Herring Gull with a yellow plastic ring, marked with a letter
‘A’, on its right leg, and he has learnt that this, and other similarly ringed gulls that have been
seen in our area, are birds released by the RSPCA at Fairlight, close to Hastings, in East
Sussex after they have been injured, rehabilitated and ringed before release +++
Still with Langstone Harbour birds Ian Calderwell was taking part in the first of this winter’s ‘Low
Tide Counts’ of the harbour when, looking from the west shore, he saw the long staying, very
dark, young Arctic Skua back in the Broom Channel area. +++
Over at Emsworth Brian Fellows found the first five Tufted Ducks of the winter back on the Town
Millpond,
Interesting Sussex news comes from Barry Collins in a summary of his Thorney Island sightings
for the second half of October. He tells me that on Oct 21 he had a male Hen Harrier and two
Avocets, on Oct 24 his last Wheatear was seen, and on Oct 25 there were two Dartford
Warblers and more than 26 Bearded Tits on the Island. Oct 26 brought a late Whinchat, a
Merlin, a Little Owl and two Short-eared Owls (maybe they will stay and hunt the Thornham
Marshes?). Also present was a flock of 200 Stock Doves (migrants passing through?), and
down at the southern end of the Island Barry saw two not quite fledged Wood Pigeons still in
their nest. On Oct 28 Barry noted the presence of 7 Cetti’s Warblers, maybe indicative of
breeding success?
PLANTS

SAT 08 NOV
As I swept leaves from my lawn here in Havant today I was not too surprised to find Thyme-leaved
Speedwell flowering where a few plants had been sheltered by the piled up leaves but I was
pleased to see flowers on two plants of Wall Speedwell which I normally associate with hot and
dry places. Another addition to my November flowerings was of Nipplewort.
WED 05 NOV
Cycling from Havant to the eastern entrance of Farlington Marshes and back along the shore to
Langstone today I listed 60 plant species still in flower, most of them pretty hum-drum but those
of some interest were Chinese Mugwort (found, at the end of a good flowering season, where

Broadmarsh becomes the narrow path along the foot of the A27), a single fresh flowering stalk
of Reed Canary Grass in the Langbrook stream where there was also Meadow Sweet,
Hemlock Water-dropwort and Fools Water Cress. At Old Bedhampton Church Pellitory of the
Wall was still in flower, on the Budds Farm shore Black Horehound was nearly over but a young
plant of Hemlock was just starting to flower, and back in the Broadmarsh area I found Blue
Fleabane, Yellow-wort and St John’s Wort still in flower. Near home, in Havant, both
Small-flowered Cranesbill and Greed Field Speedwell were flowering with White Campion by
the old Hayling Billy Line.
SAT 01 NOV
Walking around Havant on another cloudless, sunny (if windy) day I noticed newly flowering
Hedge Mustard and an older plant of Annual Wallrocket still covered with yellow flowers. On
one old wall the recent rain had brought a flower out on the Ivy-leaved Toadflax which I thought
was over for this year, and at the foot of that wall one of many fresh plants of Hairy Bitter-cress
had already started to flower and had some seed pods.
Looking at the few brief wildlife reports which occasionally appear on the Hampshire Wildlife Trust
website I noted that on the Isle of Wight the Narrow-leaved Lungwort in Swanpond Copse is
flouishing after work to let it have more, but ‘dappled’, light. Should anyone want to see it this
reserve is approached over private land and you must get a permit from the Trust office before
visiting. +++
Elsewhere on the Island, at Ningwood (southwest of Newtown Harbour between Shallfleet and
Ningwood Manor) I see that the food plant of the rare Reddish Buff moth (Saw-wort) has been
encouraged to grow in order to feed the moths. I know Saw-wort is a fairly common plant in
Hampshire but when Pete Durnell discovered just one site for it by the Hayling Coastal Path
(the only known site on Hayling Island) I hoped that the County Countryside Service for which
Pete worked as a ranger would at least try to prevent the plants from being eliminated by verge
mowing (hardly necessary at this place!) but I hoped in vain!
INSECTS

THU 06 NOV
Last Sunday (Nov 2) I reported Rob Souter’s encounter with a Hummingbird Hawkmoth inside
Sainsbury’s store at Winchester and today the Sussex Ornithological Society website has
news from Audrey Wende of one in Sainsbury’s branch at Haywards Heath. Why this
preference for Sainsbury’s rather than other supermarkets? Audrey has the answer - the moth
had obviously heard that Sainsbury’s promise great rewards for those with many points on
their ‘Nectar Card’. +++
At least two more of these moths were on the wing today - Andy Collins saw one flying over
Southampton and Mike Wall watched one making a close inspection of the masonry of a
Salisbury church - he thinks it was looking for a crevice in which to hibernate. While searching
for a previous record of one of these moths closely inspecting old brickwork (I can’t find the
reference but I recall one or more reports of them doing this, thought to be a search for a safe
‘night roost’ spot during the summer) I did find a further reference to the association between
these moths and Sainsbury’s - on Aug 20 one was seen in Sainsbury’s carpark at Newport on
the Isle of Wight.
Today brought three separate reports of Clouded Yellows on the wing - one in Sussex, seen by
Andy Horton at Shoreham, one in Hampshire at Titchfield Haven seen by Richard Carpenter,
and one in Dorset seen by rangers at Durlston Country Park. At Titchfield Haven Richard also
had two Speckled Woods, and in Hove Alan Barrett saw a Red Admiral +++
Also still flying were Common Darters at Arlington Reservoir in East Sussex, Titchfield Haven and
Warsash in Hampshire. The last report came from Dave Tolcher who was working at home in
Warsash and also saw a larger dragonfly in his garden - he is 90% certain it was not a Migrant
Hawker and is pretty sure it was a Southern Hawker (normally that species has disappeared by
the end of September).

WED 05 NOV
Just one Common Darter was seen today by Richard Carpenter at Brownwich, west of Titchfield
Haven, but I suspect that it will not be the last to be seen this year - just before writing this I
heard that Nov 6 was the hottest day since records began!
TUE 04 NOV
Both Red Admirals (several) and a Painted Lady were seen today by John Shillitoe near his home
east of Wickham in the Meon Valley, and the same two species were seen at Winchester by
Rupert Broadway back on Nov 1 when Yvonne Munro had the last of the year (so far!) Clouded
Yellow in the Titchfield Haven area. Yvonne also watched a Red Admiral attempting to join in a
performance of Hamlet at the Nuffield Theatre on that night (Nov 1) - hopefully it survived the
tragedy.
MON 03 NOV
Jost one note for today comes from Richard Carpenter at Hook/Warsash where he found two
Common Darters still active.
SUN 02 NOV
Again just one note for today, but a more unusual sighting. The entry in the Hamspshire Butterfly
Conservation website reads .. ‘A dreary trip to Sainsbury's at Badger Farm, Winchester by Rob
Souter today resulted in a record of a Humming-bird Hawk-moth, seen flying over the
checkouts and back again just to confirm that what he was seeing was real!’ Maybe the only
flowers able to attract the attention of this moth are now to be found in florist shops and
supermarkets, but equally possible is the thought that the moth was looking for somewhere that
it could hibernate and rely on a constant, not too cold, temperature throughout the winter ... a
supermarket would be a good choice, especially if they keep up a supply of fresh flowers during
the winter. Last winter a Hummingbird Hawk was seen dormant high on the wall of a dimly lit
corridor of a Brighton Hospital on Jan 10 ....
SAT 01 NOV
Today brought another Hummingbird Hawk sighting on the wing at Nymans Gardens, Haywards
Heath, seen by Adrian Thomas of the RSPB Brighton office, and there was another one flying
in Hampshire on Oct 29 (in John Cloyn’s Winchester garden) +++
In Emsworth today Brain Fellows had two Common Darters, a Red Admiral, and a cloud of
insects, including Common Wasps, enjoying flowering Ivy
From Thorney Island, adjoining Emsworth but in Sussex, Barry Collins has sent me an impressive
list of ‘last sightings’ of butterflies on the Island. Going back to Oct 18 he had a last Common
Blue, then on Oct 21 (when 13 Clouded Yellows were flying) had noted his last Small White.
Oct 24 brought the last Speckled Wood and Oct 25 both Small Copper and Wall Brown, while
Oct 28 brought Barry’s last Clouded Yellow. These are all last dates in my database, except for
Speckled Wood which was seen at Titchfield Haven by Richard Carpenter on Oct 25
Today’s sunshine brought out at least one Red Admiral flying along the northern section of the
Hayling Billy Trail behind my house in Havant, and in today’s emails I find that a Clouded
Yellow was still flying in the Lymington area on Oct 26 (the latest Hampshire record so far by
one day!) - it was seen by Russell Wynn +++
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 08 NOV
While sweeping leaves from my lawn here in Havant today I exposed a line of Fairy Ring
toadstools (Marasmius oreades) with the prominent ‘umbo’ bumps in the centre of their caps
appearing like the conning towers of submarines as I raked the leaves that had submerged
them. +++
Yesterday Richard Carpenter found just one Birch Bolete at Titchfield Haven. Although there
have been some good finds this autumn the dearth of toadstools is indicated by these two
being the only current fungal finds to reach my attention
FRI 07 NOV
Richard Carpenter tells me that, as a result of severe sewage pollution of the River Meon at

Titchfield village, Lampreys have been found among the dead fish - a new species for this
stretch of the river, hopefully not discovered as they become extinct +++
Richard does not say which species of Lamprey has been found - I understand there are three
species. On March 24 this year I wrote .. ‘At lunchtime today Charles Cuthbert was walking by
the Nun's Brook (which I imagine to be the one of the various water channels in the area on the
north east fringe of Winchester between the Itchen and the road going north through Abbotts
Barton to the Worthy villages) and here, close to the Rugby Ground, he found at least seven
Brook Lampreys, many with their bodies already interwined, preparing to spawn, and this sent
me to my very limited source of knowledge concerning 'Water Life', where what I read was
fascinating. +++
I was vaguely aware that there were two or three types of these 'sucker fish' and I imagined they
all lived reasonably long adult lives sucking the blood of larger fishes. I also thought that, like
Trout, they had great variation in size and other characteristics depending on where they lived,
but were really one species. However I read that Brook, River and Sea Lampreys are different
species, and that the Brook Lamprey has a very different life cycle to other two species. Where
the River and Sea species grow to 50 or 90 cm long and spend several years as adults, for part
of the time out in the open sea, the Brook Lampreys have a very poor time of it. In their larval
stage they are called 'Prides' and live almost motionless in river bottom mud, straining tiny
particles of food from it and taking perhaps five years to become adult (as my book has it .. '
Blind and toothless, worm-like Lamprey larvae live and feed under mud for five years') At the
end of this period you would think that they might have a bit of fun and put in a bit of blood
sucking in their adult form, but no such luck. In the final autumn and winter of their 'childhood'
they undergo a transition to the adult form which can swim, but in the process their gut withers
away and they cannot feed as adults, so what Charles saw is the only high spot of their lives one mass writhing in a sexual orgy - after which they die.’ +++
A year earlier, in April 2002, I wrote about another find of Brook Lampreys and the following quote
adds info about the third species - the Sea Lamprey. What I said then was .. ‘Back on Friday
(Apr 19) Lawrence Holloway was in the Lavington Common area of Sussex (about halfway
between Midhurst and Pulborough) when he spotted something rather unusual in a tiny stream.
At first he thought he was watching a couple of Eels writhing about on the bottom, but a closer
look showed they were Lampreys using their suckers to lift and shift small stones. No doubt
they were in the process of creating a spawning bed for themselves and I am pretty sure that
these would be the small Brook Lampreys which spend most of their lives as larvae (called for
some reason 'Prides') feeding harmlessly by extracting detritus from the bottom of the stream
where they hide under stones. When they become adult they cease feeding and once they
have made their spawning bed and filled it with the next generation they die. Two bigger
species are called River and Sea Lampreys and these are parasites on fish such as Trout and
Salmon. I read that before the Industrial Revolution more than a million River Lampreys were
caught each year in the Thames for food, but pollution has much reduced their numbers.
Across the Atlantic the bigger Sea Lampreys were so numerous that they almost eliminated
fish stocks in the north American Great Lakes after they were opened up for sea going boats
(and the Lampreys) to get upstream to them.’ +++
I see that the River Lamprey is not tied to its birthplace like the Brook Lamprey but after spending
up to five years of its youth in fresh water it heads for the sea and can spend a further couple of
years there before attaching itself to a Sea Trout which gives it a free lift back to the fresh water
where it spawns and dies. I mention this as if the Titchfield population is of Brook Lampreys
and is eliminated by the pollution that will be the end of it there (unless the tiny larval ‘Prides’
survive the pollution deep in the mud) whereas if they are River Lampreys there is a chance
that those which are currently out at sea will at some future stage return to re-populate the
Meon - if, that is, any Sea Trout manage to get into Meon from the sea (are those gates at Hill
Head ever opened? or is there some other route for fish to get from the sea into the river?)
SAT 01 NOV
Dave and Penny Green were by the River Arun south of Pulborough today and at the end of a
walk over Amberley Wild Brooks, presumably towards dusk, they saw three or four bats flying
in the Coldwaltham area. seemingly finding plenty of gnats for their supper - maybe coming

from the local sewage works?
Oct 31 saw the full complement of Chichester Harbour’s current Common Seal population, 14
Seals, drawn up together on a mudflat and seen by Barry Collins +++
Back on Oct 12 a group of Wildlife Trust volunteers working at Emer Bog (part of Baddesley
Common east of Romsey) had at least a glimpse of two Harvest Mice in the reeds there +++
BIRDS

WEEK 44 OCT 27 - NOV 2

FRI 31 OCT
The first Great Northern Diver of the winter was seen off Lymington today by Russell Wynn. This
diver seem to have evaded all the Sussex birders, giving Hampshire the first record I have
heard of on the south coast since June (when there were late reports from both Brighton
Marina and Sandown Bay on the Isle of Wight, both on June 8 and maybe the same bird).
Interestingly the last Hampshire bird of last winter was also in the Lymington area, seen in its
summer plumage by Marc Moody at Hurst on May 31. Also seen today by Russell were two
first winter Scaup,
Richard Carpenter was at Titchfield Haven today and noted that .. ‘following the rain, the Wigeon
have started to graze the meadows at Titchfield Haven, though they still spend some time
offshore’ He also agrees with me that Lapwing do seem to be in short supply in many places
where they are to be expected at this time of year and so he .. ‘was pleased to see 140 in
Posbrook Lane, Titchfield this morning, with just 3 Golden Plover’ Quite a number of Lapwing
seem to have passed through the Titchfield area but not stayed (54 on July 5, 84 on Aug 2, 81
on Sep 5, and 120 on Oct 11) but hopefully numbers are now building and the birds will settle
on the coast. +++
Richard also tells me that Sarah Patton is not alone in seeing Woodpigeons ‘showering rather
than bathing’ (i.e. lying on their backs and raising one wing at a time to allow rain to wash their
‘armpits’). Richard says .. ‘I noted this behaviour at Titchfield Haven during a heavy squall
earlier this year. The birds appeared to be laying on their sides and raising one wing to give it
a good soaking - several birds were doing this independently in different parts of the meadow.’
+++
Also today Brian Fellows was on Portsea Island meeting an ‘old friend’ in Eastney Lake (near the
Portsmouth terminal of the Hayling Island ferry). Brian writes .. ‘A real old friend was on the
mudflats this morning. The colour-ringed Grey Plover with all red rings ("all the reds") was back
on the lake for the 5th year. It was ringed at The Kench by Pete Potts in 1998 and was first
seen by me on Eastney Lake on 14 Dec 99. Since then I have recorded it each winter at this
site’ The Kench is less than 2 km east of Eastney Lake and it would be interesting to hear if this
distinctive bird still goes there for its high tide roost.
In the mouth of Langstone Harbour Brian saw his first four Merganser of the winter and at Baffins
Pond the Barnacle Geese still numbered only 9, making it pretty certain that the tenth Barnacle
(last seen with the Baffins Gang, of which it has been a member for several years, on Sep 7
flying past Gilkicker with the others). Baffins Pond still had 94 Mallard, 28 Shoveler and 26
Tufted Duck (with just 4 Canada Geese - non-flyers?) among its more permanent bird
population. +++
On the north shore of Langstone Harbour, to the east of Farlington Marshes, Jeff Goodridge made
a worthwhile visit to Broadmarsh where ten Merganser, three Black-necked Grebe, and a
female Common Scoter diving among a similarly active flock of Little Grebe, were on the water
of the Chalkdock Lake running along the north shore of North Binness island. Perched in one
of the small group of trees on that island was a Merlin, and on the Broadmarsh shore a
Kingfisher was fishing, maybe from a favourite perch on the concrete culvert through which a
tiny stream drains under the A27 and into the harbour. Nearby, possibly on the steep bank of
the A27, Jeff found .. ‘good numbers of Thrushes feeding on Sloes and Rosehips’.
THU 30 OCT
At Titchfield Haven today Val Lowings had a clear view of a Bittern flying over the reeds,
presumably the same bird that was anonymously reported to be at the Haven on Oct 21 (but
with no other reports of it). Also flying over was a late Swallow. +++

Although Bob Chapman told us on Sept 25 that 40 Pintail had arrived back at Farlington Marshes
no one (other than Robin Turner who estimated there were more than 20 there on Sept 27) has
given us an update on the number there since that date. With 40 as the Hampshire peak count
for this autumn it must have been a pleasant surprise for Bob Marchant to find 12 at
Hook/Warsash yesterday and to see that the number had grown to 46 today, all on the Hook
Links scrape. Also present there today were 347 Teal. This autumn’s previous high count of
Pintail at Hook had been just 6 seen by Trevor Carpenter on Oct 12, and for Teal the previous
high here was 235 seen by John Faithfull on Oct 4. +++
Further east in Hampshire Brian Fellows checked out the Emsworth Harbour birds today, seeing
his first Shelduck back at that site plus a good show of nine Greenshank (two of them colour
ringed ) feeding in a group in the small channel left at low tide. 50 Redshank were no great
surprise but just a single Lapwing reflected the general shortage of these birds that I have been
commenting on recently. Luckily 300 Dunlin showed that winter is coming and increasing our
harbour bird numbers by the day.
Also on Oct 27 Lawrence Holloway heard Dunnock song at Bognor (I also heard one briefly in
Havant on Oct 29) but I was more intrigued to read in his web pages that I am not alone in
finding Chaffinches a rarity worth reporting nowadays - he was surprised to have 5 in his
garden, and in contrast to the once ‘commonest bird’ status these were almost outnumbered by
three male Sparrowhawks seen together by Lawrence.
Finally for today, still with Russell’s summary, I see that on Oct 5 he was in the Roydon Woods by
the Lymington River and came on 12 Mandarin duck. Most people will think of Eyeworth Pond
in the New Forest as the best place to see Mandarin in south Hampshire, but I see from Birds of
Hampshire that six pairs were thought to be breeding in the Roydon area back in 1990 (I also
read that in Jan and Feb of 1988 a flock of 40 to 60 Mandarin could be regularly seen in wet
woodland near Lyndhurst) I suspect that these duck have been present in the Roydon area
throughout but looking back through the Hampshire Bird Reports I did not see this site
mentioned for Mandarin until I got back to 1997 when 11 were seen there in the winter. While
looking through these reports I saw many mentions of Liss Forest as being a good place to see
them with around 40 being reported from there in most autumns
WED 29 OCT
With Wood Pigeons currently in the news as people await the full force of these barbarian hordes
coming from the east, Sarah Patton reveals an unusual aspect of their behaviour. She writes
that she has .. ‘Just seen the weirdest thing. It’s pouring with rain here in Chichester and a
small group of 9 Woodpigeons are lying on the field opposite my office window. At first I thought
one was dead and its wing was blowing in the wind. I looked through binoculars and saw that it
was very much alive and lying on its side, holding its wing up, presumably to allow the rain to
fall on its body. As I looked more carefully, I saw that the others were doing this too and that
some were even turning over and alternating wings! They’ve stopped it now, but I’ve never
seen anything like it!!’ +++
Maybe this was out of consideration for our water shortage (perhaps the birds had got the
message that showering rather than taking a full bath saves water) but more seriously I wonder
if these birds had come from somewhere that always has a water shortage and there are no
pools in which they can bathe (presumably their drinking water would come from dew or be
taken in while eating green leaves). Has anyone else come across this behaviour, either here
or abroad?
My Collins Guide tells me that wild White-headed Duck has never been recorded in this country,
and also that they are reluctant to fly (if disturbed they swim to the nearest cover), so what is
behind the sighting of one at Scotney Court gravel pit east of Rye Harbour as reported on the
SOS website today? Normally I would assume this was just an escape from a local collection
but Brian Fellows’ news (see yesterday’s notes) that the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust have a
new display of this species at Arundel makes me wonder if the conscience of Sir Peter Scott’s
ghost is at work, trying to make up for his accidental release, years ago, of the first Ruddy
Ducks in this country by bringing in the Spanish birds in the vain hope that ‘good money will
drive out bad’ (for those not versed in Economics this is a pun on the reversal of what was I

think called Gresham’s Law). More likely it is the work of Animal Rights activists who, appalled
at the ongoing cull of Ruddy Ducks, are trying to confuse the issue by intoducing the rare
Spanish birds in the hope that the shooters will be forced to think twice before shooting, giving
the Ruddy Ducks a chance to get away.... +++
A note received today from Tom Muckley asks if I know why no Pied Wagtails are coming to roost
in the trees on the east side of Petersfield Square each night as they have done in recent years,
to which my answer is no. Elsewhere the roosts in Basingstoke and Southampton airport at
Eastleigh have been in business for some time (Robert Watson reported 160 at Basingstoke on
Sept 18), and while the Pied Wagtail population may be suffering a decline I am pretty sure
there is still a roost somewhere in the Petersfield area. Back on 23 Aug Martin Hampton saw a
flock of 57 Pied Wagtails on the playing fields by the River Rother just east of Petersfield, and
the birds may have found a new roost site there but I wonder if they are even nearer to the
Petersfield Square site, which Tom quotes as being deserted, and are all on the carpark side of
the Waitrose store where I know they were to be found in numbers last year (and they
tradionally like to have water in sight of their roost, which they have in a small stream - part of
the Tilmore Brook? - which runs in a culvert between the store and the public carpark) +++
Can anyone help with this one? Or with Tom’s two subsidiary questions - firstly, is it common
practice among Wagtails to change their roost site after using it for several years? and
secondly, is there a genuine shortage of Wagtails this year? +++
Three garden bird observations reported today are worth a mention to encourage other birders to
check what may be in their own gardens. The most unexpected of the three sightings comes
from Dave Pearson in the Harestock area of north Winchester - Dave writes that yesterday ..
‘my wife saw a Grey Partridge in my compact garden (in the middle of a housing estate).
Aparently, it went in the garage, drank from the pond then rested on the veranda of the summer
house! No sign of it this morning unfortunately.’ Very nice to see, but less unusual in gardens,
was a Firecrest seen by Derek Allnutt in his West Wellow garden near Romsey. +++
Finally for today Graham Osborne has added a couple of interesting facts to what I was able to
say about the Cirl Buntings which Steve Copsey recently saw in South Devon (see notes for
Oct 27). Graham writes .. ‘The English Cirl Bunting population is doing more than holding its
own. From a low point of little over 100 pairs in 1989, the current population is probably in
excess of 500 pairs. Despite this increase, it has failed to substantially expand its breeding
range from its core area on the South Devon coast’
TUE 28 OCT
Pete Smith was on the Lymington Marshes today and found, on Oxey Lake, the first two Scaup
that I heve heard of this autumn - both were females (hopefully not Tufties trying to imitate
Scaup!). Offshore there the Eider flock numbered 30. Up to 44 Eider were off the Lymington
Marshes area in July and August with more than 40 there on Sep 2, after which numbers there
have dwindled (last report was of just 2 seen by Graham Osborne on Sep 28) while those off
Hill Head have increased (tending to confirm my view that we have not yet seen the arrival of
new Eiders for the winter - merely local movements within the Solent). +++
Brian Fellows today visited the Arundel Wildfowl reserve but found few birds there as the northern
area is having a major revamp/extension which will go on into next summer, and during this
work many of the captive birds have been re-deployed to other WWT reserves. However the
visit was worthwhile as there is a new attraction - a collection of at least 7 White-headed Ducks.
I think these are in a caged enclosure to prevent infiltration of Ruddy Ducks and I hope that the
7 birds which Brian saw are of mixed sexes to encourage true breeding.
In the Church Norton area yesterday 18 Brambling were seen, the biggest flock so far and seen
on the same day that there were 14 at Old Winchester Hill (see yesteday’s notes) and 5 more
were at Climping near the mouth of the Arun. There was also a Woodlark at Church Norton
and 3 Slavonian Grebe offshore, while at Climping 8 Swallows flew over. +++
MON 27 OCT
In the past week or so two optimists have said that they think the Brent Geese may have had a
good breeding season, one pessimist thinks there are not enough youngsters to maintain the

overall population, and a puzzled Matt Coumbe has sent the following email to Hoslist .. ‘I was
reading the notice board at Farlington Marshes this afternoon, it says that for the 7th year in 11
there has been a significant decrease in the number of Brent Geese. Can any one tell me why
the numbers are dropping? I understand that the numbers are dropping by about 1000 birds a
year.’ +++
It is too early yet to make a proper assessment of this year’s breeding success, but in the course
of looking for any relevant facts I did unearth a statement made by Bob Chapman last year
when, on 12 Oct 2002, he wrote concerning the Brent .. ‘They have not been producing enough
young to keep up with adult mortality in recent years, which is why the population has been
falling. To "break even" they need to arrive back with about 15% of the birds being juveniles.
Whilst they have reached this figure in some recent years the ones in between have all been
much worse.’ I am surprised that I had not got that fact firmly in my memory as whenever this
subject arises that replacement rate is the one fact that I keep saying is the vital touchstone by
which their success must be measured - the other thing that must be recognised by anyone
interested in their population trend is that this 15% threshold relates to the total population of
Brent, not just to the flocks made up of family groups - it is impossible to judge the success
without a co-ordinated count and ageing of all Brent. That is pretty nigh impossible to do, but
(despite the fact that the proportion of young to old may be different between e.g. the Brent in
Langstone Harbour and those around the Cherbourg penninsula) any judgement must be
based on at least an overall assesment of the geese in one harbour (and preferably a Solent
wide count).
On a more cheerful note it seems that we are in for a good year for Bramblings. Perhaps we have
not yet got a flock of 500 (as was to be seen in the Winchfield area near Fleet in Nov 1999) but
today brought a count of 14 seen by Bob Marchant on Old Winchester Hill, and this is the latest
of 23 sightings reported in Hampshire, Sussex and the Isle of Wight, the first being a single at
Church Norton on Oct 1. These sightings have been widespread and both Derek Mills at
Farnham (just in Surrey), Geoff Rogers at Winchester and Andy Collins in Southampton have
had them in or over their gardens.
Another piece of general news from this weekend is that the annual Woodpigeon invasion of
southern England seems to have started, and Russell Wynn has volunteered to co-ordinate all
reports of them to get a better picture of the huge numbers of birds likely to move across
Hampshire in the next two or three weeks (the peak of this movement is said to normally occur
in the first week of November.) +++
The first sign of large scale pigeon movement came on Oct 17 when Barry Collins found 130
Stock Doves in a flock on Thorney Island, but that seems to have been a one off. Last
Saturday (Oct 25) however brought two reports of Woodpigeon on the move - at Taddiford,
west of Barton on sea, Steve Keen saw 108 Woodpigeons and 9 Stock Dove, and on that same
morning Jason Crook saw 65 going over Broadmarsh. Things were warming up on Sunday
morning when Bob Marchant saw more than 500 Woodies going northwest over the mouth of
the Hamble river, and he commented that he might well have seen them in thousands had he
been there at dawn as the majority of the big flocks are seen in the first hour after dawn presumably they have made a long distance flight from the continent overnight and are glad to
come down and feed on the first large and lonely fields that they see when it gets light. +++
Brian Fellows saw some good birds when he was at the Nutbourne Marhes and subsequently in
the Budds Farm area. The one which I find of most interest is a Common Sandpiper which was
on the harbour shore off Budds Farm - almost certainly likely to stay the winter.
SUN 26 OCT
With one of the highest tides of the year predicted for midday I cycled around north Hayling to
arrive at the Oysterbeds when the tide was at its highest and enjoyed great views of the waders
jostling for position on the few reaming sections of the bund wall still above the water (in the
lagoon the Tern nest island was mostly under water). Dunlin and Grey Plover where there in
many hundreds, with Ringed Plover and Turnstone in tens, plus many Oystercatcher and
Redshank which were less disturbed by the shortage of places to land as both species are
happy to roost on vegetated areas than are never underwater. +++

At the start of my ride I watched more than 500 Bar-tailed Godwit on the saltings off Langstone
Mill and Northey marina (where my first three Knot of the winter were to be seen among the
Dunlin), and from the Northney shore I saw my first newly returned Shelduck (only 17 of them
there with 5 more at the Oysterbeds). On land I heard a burst of Dunnock song and had my first
Golden Plover of the winter (26 in the field south of Daw Lane) and at the Oysterbeds my first
Rock Pipit. I also heard but did not see the ‘Aston Villa’ Little Owl in the hedgerow between
Daw Lane and the coastal path, and I found a few Wigeon back in the Oysterbeds where ten
Egets were roosting with another three sitting out the tide in nearby fields. +++
Further down the west Hayling shore George Spraggs today saw a flock of 27 Merganser (and
probably another 10 in the distance) +++
SAT 25 OCT
Hundreds of Swallows and good numbers of House Martins were seen today by Own Mitchell
when he was on Climping beach (just west of the mouth of the River Arun). Also there were 2
Wheatear and a covey of 20 Grey Partridge.
On the north shore of Portsmouth Harbour today Trevor Carpenter saw four Goldeneye on the
water off Seagrove Avenue, Portchester and near Cams Bay two Sandwich Tern were seen.
Strange sounds coming from a bramble bush puzzled Trevor until a Kingfisher flew out of it!
+++
More Knot (13 of them) were in Langstone Harbour near Langstone Bridge today when Mike
Collins was at the mouth of the Langbrook stream (in which there was a Greenshank).
Offshore were many Bar-tailed Godwit and scattered around the South Moors were four
Stonechat, while a single male Pintail in dowdy plumage was the best bird on the Budds Farm
pools. +++
On the other side of Langstone Tony Gutteridge found a male Shoveler, a female Tufted Duck
and Little Grebe were all newly arrived on Langstone Mill Pond where Tony saw a Kingfisher.
Walking east along the shore to Pook Lane he saw two more Kingfishers, one of which flew
towards Hayling, stopping to hover over the water for some time but not actually diving in.
At Farlington Marshes lake Jason Crook saw a Jack Snipe along with a Med Gull and some
Spotted Redshank and Greenshank, and he also settled the recent conjecture about sightings
of what was thought to be a Great Skua, but which showed no white wing patches even at close
range. Jason has seen this bird several times in the past two weeks, including today, and says
it is a young, very dark coloured, Arctic Skua. +++
On Thursday (Oct 23) Jason was at Sandy Point where he saw more then 9 Little Gulls, 2 Med
Gulls and had a very close encounter with the dark young Arctic Skua. In the Sandy Point area
(maybe in the seafront gardens just west of the nature reserve?) he saw a Black Redstart. +++
Still with Jason Crook’s recent sightings he says that on Oct 21 a Ring Ouzel was at Farlington
Marshes with several Goldeneye and a Slavonian Grebe in the harbour and a ringtail Hen
Harrier overhead. +++
And back sometime last week (I have assumed Oct 16 for my database) Jason had what I think
must be one of the best Hampshire sightings of the year - two Tree Sparrows which spent a
couple of hours at Farlington Marshes.
PLANTS

SAT 01 NOV
Walking around Havant on another cloudless, sunny (if windy) day I noticed newly flowering
Hedge Mustard and an older plant of Annual Wallrocket still covered with yellow flowers. On
one old wall the recent rain had brought a flower out on the Ivy-leaved Toadflax which I thought
was over for this year, and at the foot of that wall one of many fresh plants of Hairy Bitter-cress
had already started to flower and had some seed pods.
FRI 31 OCT
Last Sunday (Oct 26) I made my annual mention of the Strawberry Tree outside Northney Chuch
on Hayling which at this time of year looks very attractive with newly opening white flowers
(hanging like strings of white pearls) among the glossy dark green leaves and ripening fruit of
last year’s flowering (looking exactly like fresh Strawberries on long Cherry stalks). I have
known that tree for a good many years but during the 36 years I have lived in Havant I did not

know there was another good specimen tree ‘just around the corner’ from my home (well,
within half a mile at 9, Southleigh Road almost opposite the Avenue Lawn Tennis club in
Denvilles and just south of Warblington School and rail station). Like the Northney tree this can
be closely seen from the pavement of Southleigh Road. Don’t bother to steal fruit from either
tree - you won’t enjoy the taste!
MON 27 OCT
In the Gunner Point area of Sinah Common on south Hayling Rosemary Webb today not only saw
Sea Campion and Thrift still flowering but also found at least one plant of Little Robin in flower
SUN 26 OCT
Cycling round north Hayling today I was not surprised to find the Northney Church Strawberry
Tree covered in fresh white blossom (it grows at the east end of the church easily seen from the
road). Less expected were White Melilot on the exposed Oysterbed bund wall and Black
Horehound at Northney North Common +++
Back on Oct 24, when in Stansted Forest, I found one plant of Red Campion with many bright red
flowers and opposite it much Lesser Stitchwort was flowering among long grass.
INSECTS

SAT 01 NOV
Today’s sunshine brought out at least one Red Admiral flying along the northern section of the
Hayling Billy Trail behind my house in Havant, and in today’s emails I find that a Clouded
Yellow was still flying in the Lymington area on Oct 26 (the latest record so far by one day!) - it
was seen by Russell Wynn +++
TUE 28 OCT
Despite a strong overnight frost two Red Admirals were flying as I walked through Havant at
midday, and Rosemary Webb tells me that another was in her Hayling Island garden today with
a Speckled Wood also on the wing. +++
Rosemary also told me that quite recently she saw a Red Admiral land on the whiskers of a Grey
Squirrel that happened to be motionless in a sunny spot in her garden - the squirrel went
absolutely beserk, jumping, running and screaming abuse as only a Grey Squirrel can do!
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 01 NOV
Back on Oct 12 a group of Wildlife Trust volunteers working at Emer Bog (part of Baddesley
Common east of Romsey) had at least a glimpse of two Harvest Mice in the reeds there +++
More recently (on Oct 28) Lawrence Holloway got some excellent daytime photos of Wood Mice
by scattering Nyger Seed (intended for birds) on the patio of his home near Pagham village.
The mice were so pleased with the food that they allowed Lawrence to crouch on hands and
knees in full sight of them and to take close up flash photos while they fed.
TUE 28 OCT
Rosemary Webb contacted me today with news of the two fungi of which I wrote in my last entry
(for Oct 24). What I had described as Hiericium erinaceous is in fact the equally rare
Creolophus cirrhatus, but the strange brown fungus which I thought was possibly
Gloeophyllum sepiarum turns out to be a strange form of Giant Polypore discoloured by Honey
Fungus spores. +++
While talking to me Rosemary also told me an amusing story of how a Red Admiral recently
landed on the whiskers of a temporarily motionless Grey Squirrel in a sunny spot in her Hayling
Island garden - the squirrel went absolutely beserk, jumping, running and screaming abuse as
only a Grey Squirrel can do!
WEEK 43 OCT 20 - 26
BIRDS

FRI 24 OCT
Reports of hirundines are rapidly dwindling as the first frosts occur in southern England. While
there will no doubt be the odd report of late birds for some time to come I doubt we will hear any
more counts of over 100 Swallows - the last in Hampshire seems to have been back on Oct 5
when Ian Pibworth had 136 over the Testwood Lakes, in the Isle of Wight the date was Oct 15
with more than 100 over St Catherine’s Point, and in Sussex there were still 115 to be seen at
Hastings on Oct 17, but none of these three counties has seen more than 50 since Oct 17. My
reason for checking these old reports is that the only people to report any at all since the rain
and frost set in on Oct 21 are Michael Hawkins at Cuckmere Haven (near Beachy Head),who
had just 2 Swallows on Oct 21, and Derek Hale who had 11 Swallows and 1 House Martin over
the Brading Marshes on the Isle of Wight today. +++
Richard Carpenter found 6 Pochard in the Titchfield Haven area today - other than 2 males seen
at the Haven on Aug 30 these seem to be the first autumn arrivals at that site and may well
have been long distance travellers, but as there are probably more than 50 pairs of Pochard
breeding in Hampshire each summer, they could just as well have come from somewhere
much nearer. +++
Walking up the Canal path Richard noted a single Crossbill flying north overhead, and had a
single Blackcap, 5 Redpoll and 10 Siskin on his list.
Back on Oct 16 Martin Hampton described an escaped raptor which flew over him at the Hayling
Oysterbeds, as a .. ‘large (clearly larger than mobbing Crows, but perhaps not quite Buzzard
size) broad-winged raptor. It looked quite dark (I was looking into sun), short-ish tail sometimes
fanned, with obvious jesses. Possible a Red-Tailed Hawk? ( have seen one being flown
before).’ I then heard that someone else had seen a Harris Hawk there (but this only came at
second-hand via Alistair Martin - and may have referred to a different bird). Today backing for
the Red-tailed Hawk id comes from Simon Ingram who may well have seen the same bird at
Eastleigh. Simon writes that he heard of a raptor at the Woodside allotments today and ..
‘visited the site after work and sure enough there it was sat on a post proudly looking over
someones veggie plot. The bird, I guess was slightly larger than a Common Buzzard but
slightly slimmer looking in proportion. The upperparts were mainly brown. The pale underparts
showed a few dark vertical streaks which turned to barring on the belly. I guess it was one of
the American Buteos , maybe an immature Red-tailed Hawk but I cannot be sure.’ +++
Simon asks if he should report this sighting to someone who might be able to re-unite this
escapee with its owner, and no doubt there are several such organisations (including the Hawk
Conservancy at Weyhill near Andover) but if this bird originated in West Sussex (assuming it is
the bird previously seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds, now moving west) it is worth ringing the
Sussex Falconry Centre on 01243-512472. That might work if the bird remains in one place,
but could lead the owner on a wild hawk chase if it continues to move - and experience with a
number of escaped birds shows that it is no easy task to persuade a free flying bird that it is
better off in captivity.
Brian Fellows went to Portsea Island (i.e. Portsmouth) today, his best sighting being a juvenile
Razorbill in the south west of Langstone Harbour off the Milton shore. Brian could see .. ‘No
white bill line, smaller and more pointed bill than adult.’ .. leading him to believe it was a first
winter bird. Although we have had several reports of Razorbill around the Isle of Wight and at
both ends of the Solent this seems to be the first reported in Langstone Harbour all year. +++
At the Southsea Canoe Lake Brian expected to see some 50 Swans but could only find 16 perhaps this is just another reflection of the unusual summer that is only just ending now.
Although the summer moult flocks of Swans on the harbours have long dispersed I suspect that
the reasons for Swans to head for places like the Southsea Canoe Lake or the similar Gosport
Cockle Pond is twofold - they offer some shelter from winter weather but much more positively
they attract many people to come and ‘feed the ducks and Swans’. So far neither exposure to
bad weather nor shortage of healthy food has forced the Swans to move into ‘sheltered
accommodation’ - and they may in fact have been deterred from doing so by human boating
activity continuing later than usual at Southsea. +++
Going on to visit Baffins Pond for the first time since July Brian was pleased to see that 22
Shoveler had already arrived but disappointed to find a pair of Swans there without cygnets (a

pair had nested there and hatched 5 cygnets in May, still having 4 at the end of July). Of course
this could be a different pair ... Perhaps more surprising was that there were only 4 Canada
Geese on the pond where there have been 15 to 20 in the October of each of the past three
years. This co-incides with the surprising absence of all Canadas from the IBM Lake on Oct
11, and the un-precedented flock of 235 at Farlington Marshes this month. +++
The Baffins Gang of feral geese was present. though the Barnacle Goose count continues to
diminish. Back in April of 1999 the flock of over 40 which had been there for some time
suddenly dropped to less than 20 (maybe the others decided to move to Sussex where a flock
of 48 was subsequently to be seen on Barcombe reservoir near Lewes) and those 20 have
gradually dwindled to 11 at the start of this year and now to 9 (though 10 were seen flying east
past Gilkicker on Sep 7 this year as if returning from Titchfield Haven to Baffins). Odd ones and
twos seem to get the urge to move occasionally (e.g. five flying west over Totton last Sunday),
but luckily they seem to be a pretty sedentary species (witness the 300+ based in the north
east of the Isle of Wight that have not so far invaded the mainland).
THU 23 OCT
Pallas’s Warbler is a real gem both in term’s of its plumage and its rarity value. In looks it
resembles a Yellow-Browed Warbler but only in the way that a Firecrest resembles a
Goldcrest:- both Yellow-browed and Pallas’s are tiny birds of Goldcrest size, both are white
below and greyish-green above, both have a dark line from the bill through the eye to the back
of the head, and both have prominent double wing-bars, but where the Yellow-browed just has
a single yellowish supercilium above the eye the Pallas’s has a broader supercilium (tinged
with orange near the front) and a Goldcrest-like yellow central crown stripe with very dark green
either side of it down to the supercilia. If that is not enough to pick it out wait till it flies and
reveals a prominent yellow rump. To add to its prize value it is much less common than the
Yellow-browed (itself uncommon but it does turn up in Britain every year in small numbers) the main reason for its rarity probably lies in the route it must take to get here - whereas the
Yellow-browed spends the summer in the Siberian taiga and only has to veer to the right as it
flies south to avoid the winter, the Pallas’s has to make an error of at least 90 degrees in its
autumn flight path to reach us (instead of going south in Asia it has to head north west to get to
Britain). +++
The above paragraph was provoked by the arrival of a Pallas’s Warbler at Beachy Head (in Belle
Tout wood near Birling Gap). It was first seen yesterday and was still there today, but is said to
be very elusive - if you miss it there is still a chance of seeing up to four Firecrest in the wood
(just as much if not more beauty and colour but nothing like the rarity value as a tick) +++
If you do go to Beachy Head and get your ‘lifer’ you probably won’t want to waste time going to
Atherington (a hamlet on the shore south of Climping west of the mouth of the River Arun) on
your way home to Hampshire, but if you haven’t got a Yellow-browed on your current year list
one is said to be there (its preferred habitat being a bulder’s skip!)
Richard Carpenter saw a Short-eared Owl at Titchfield Haven towards dusk today. This was the
third for Hampshire this winter (and the first for the Haven), and hopefully it may stay on as
there is clearly plenty of food for it there (otherwise there would not be the regular year-round
Barn Owl sightings in the reserve - though interestingly no one has mentioned Barn Owl there
since Sep 13). The Short-eared seen at Farlington Marshes on Sep 27 has not been
mentioned again and the one seen by David Thelwell at Bransbury Common on Oct 18 was
said to be fleeing the guns of wildfowlers as David watched it! +++
Bob Chapman’s weekly bulletin from Farlington Marshes reached me today and reported
hundreds of Brent already ashore and feeding on the grass of the main marsh (so the shortage
of fodder is not absolute, though these geese may well strip what goodness there is before
fresh grass can grow). This is the first report I have seen of Brent feeding on land this autumn,
and I have been looking back over the past few years to see if the date is earlier than usual, but
I see that last year (2002) the first were ashore on Oct 15, in 2001 the date was Nov 1 (at
Pagham), in 2000 it was Nov 8 (but in 1998 it was again Nov 1). There has been a tendency for
the date of coming ashore to get earlier, but the much more significant trend is for the period
between arrival and daring to come ashore to decrease. This year they are on the main marsh
at Farlington just a week after the first major arrival in Langstone Harbour on Oct 16, whereas a

few years ago it took them a month or more to summon up the courage to confront humans and
their activities.
In my previous update I mentioned that Richard Hallett had seen a Bonxie (Great Skua) when he
was at Farlington Marshes today and said... Despite a strong wind Richard spent his lunch-time
today at Farlington Marshes where (perhaps blown into the harbour by the wind) he saw a large
chocolate brown bird attacking Herring Gulls (he could see it was larger than they were) before
it landed on the water of the lake (where it seemed nearly as large as the Brent). Richard did
not see any white patches near the wing-tips but he is pretty confident that it must have been a
Bonxie (Great Skua). Not the first Skua in our harbours this autumn, but I have only heard of
two before this one - Barry Collins had a Bonxie harrassing Terns in Chichester Harbour on
Sept 14 and Will Walmsley had a Pom over Langstone Harbour during the Oct 11 WeBS count
(some others there thought it was a Bonxie but I think Will had the best view...). +++
Since that update I have seen two further messages relevant to this sighting. The first came from
Mark House who was at Farlington Marshes on the previous day (yesterday, Oct 22) and also
saw a Bonxie in the same area at around 10:30am when it was less windy and he got much
better views (down to about 20 yards), Mark goes on to say .. ‘It stayed around the same spot
(just offshore or coming in over the lake) for several minutes and until I moved on. I would have
put the size though as just smaller than the herring gulls it was harrassing.’ As my Collins
Guide gives the length of a Bonxie as anything in the range 50-58cm, and Herring Gull length
as 54-60cm (and any judgement on the size of birds in flight is unlikely to be as accurate as that
obtained by using a ruler against a dead corpse) my take on the difference between Mark’s and
Richard’s guess at the size is that it is probably immaterial (Richard may have seen a ‘big’
Bonxie with ‘small’ Herring Gulls, Richard with ‘large’ ones), but it does give a hint that there
may have been two different Bonxies there on successive days +++
The second message is from Bob Marchant who, in a different context but relevant to the
apparent absence of white wing patches on Richard’s Bonxie, says .. ‘one close-in Bonxie past
Selsey this spring had very restricted white wing flashes even through the scope’.
I have been wondering as to whether Egrets are using the Alresford Pond night roost this autumn,
and today I hear from Charles Cuthbert that 25 Egrets roosted there last night giving hope that
(provided there is no distubance from wildfowlers’ guns) the record count of 54 roosting there
on both Jan 3 and 6 in 2002 will be broken. +++
Even more impressive than the Egrets is the presence of an Avocet in Alresford Pond - it arrived
yesterday and was still there this evening, in Charles’s words it was .. ‘swimming around,
preening and finally roosting while standing in water up to its belly in the centre of the Pond!’ I
can see no reecord of Avocet ever visiting Alresford in the years covered by Birds of Hampshire
nor in the Hampshire Bird Reports for subsequent years so I will assume it to be a first for the
site until someone tells me otherwise! +++
Less uncommon birds at the pond tonight were 24 Shoveler, 13 Cormorant (presumably
roosting), 2 Pintail and a Barnacle Goose (maybe the latter was the single that was at nearby
Northington Grange a year ago?)
The first Hampshire Bittern of the winter is reported to have been at Titchfield Haven on Oct 21
(news via Richard Carpenter), and on Oct 20 Derek Mills had a male Brambling on his garden
bird feeder at Farnham.
WED 22 OCT
Early this morning Martin Hampton opened his steamed up bathroom window (a sash window
which drops very rapidly) and looked out to see a male Sparrowhawk heading straight for him,
giving Martin a very realistic idea of how a Chaffinch must feel in a similar situation as the hawk
closed to within ten feet of his eyebrows before shearing off. Maybe the hawk was already
pursuing some bird which Martin did not see, or maybe it was intending to swerve over the roof
or round the house to see if it could catch prey unawares in the garden behind the house, in any
case I doubt Martin was ever in serious danger but the hawk was close enough to leave a
lasting memory.
Just one note for this dull and rainy day - working in my garden in a brief dry interlude I heard
repeated song from a Dunnock in the garden next door, apparently the only creature to voice its
pleasure in seeing real rain at last! I don’t expect a full-time resumption of Dunnock song for at

least another month, and I have not heard this one again. +++
Twice in the past week I have seen aggression between Robins setting up their winter territories,
and a little earlier I watched two Blackbirds parading across my lawn on either side of an
invisible line which they had agreed to be their territorial boundary.
TUE 21 OCT
A phone call from Mike Wearing this evening told me of a Great Grey Shrike he had just seen at
Woolmer Pond - sitting prominently on a bush it may have been enjoying a rest after its travels
as a Pied Wagtail came and perched beside it without suffering for it impudence! Mike also
told John Clark who adds news of yet another Shrike which he has heard is already back at
Thursley Common, and the SOS website tells me of another seen at Hastings today. +++
Since the first Great Grey Shrike was reported at the Pevensey Levels on Oct 14 I have now
heard reports of them at four sites in Sussex (Pevensey, Lancing, Ashdown Forest and
Hastings), three sites in Hampshire (north west New Forest, where Roy Munday saw two
together on Oct 16, Bransbury Common, and now Woolmer), and one site (Thursley) in Surrey.
Another winter bird beginning to be more widely seen is the Short-eared Owl. The first was over
the old Thorney Island airfield on Aug 31, then two were at Beachy Head on Sept 12, and
others have been seen at Pulbrough Brooks and Selsey west fields (3 hunting together on Oct
5). Today sees two more reported in Sussex - one at Cuckmere Haven and one at Whitehawk
Hill, Brighton. Hampshire seems to have had only two reports so far (Farlington Marshes on
Sep 27 and at Bransbury Common on Oct 18). +++
The Sussex website also reports a Lapland Bunting at Rye today, and a Yellow-Browed Warbler
at Coombe Haven. +++
The Isle of Wight seems to have had its first Brambling today (an anonymous report from Brading
Marshes), and that is the sixteenth report of them on the south coast so far this winter. Ten
reports have been from Sussex (the first was at Pagham Harbour on Oct 1, and they have also
been seen at Pett Level - flock of 7, Beachy Head - flock of 5, Pulborough Brooks, Lancing and
Ambersham Common). In Hampshire they have been seen at six sites (Shedfield, Lane End
Down, Basingstoke, Southampton, Becton Bunny near Milford on sea, and Old Winchester Hill
- flock of 3). +++
Also reported today from Sussex is a ‘probable’ Great White Egret in Pagham Harbour - identified
by size in relation to nearby Little Egrets but no mention of bill or foot colour. +++
The Hurst Beach Shorelark was still present today, and last in this round-up of miscellaneous
news is a report indicating that the White Stork which escaped from Birdworld at Farnham on
Aug 2 is still at large. Today’s news of it comes from Keith Vokes who tells us that a non-birder
work colleague who lives at Stuckton (just south of Fordingbridge in the Avon valley) has three
times recently (including today) seen what he thought was a Black Stork overflying his home
(plenty of black to be seen on the wings of White Stork in flight, and some white on a Black
Stork, so there is possibility of confusion). I am assuming it is the White Stork from Birdworld
partly because David Taylor tells that that bird was in Christchurch Harbour yesterday (Oct 20),
and Andrew Carter told us on Oct 10 that a White Stork was then to be seen ‘following the
plough’ in fields near Breamore, north of Fordingbridge. If anyone knows where this bird was
between Aug 19 (when it was at Shipton Bellinger near Andover) and the Oct 10 sighting at
Breamore please let me know!
Brian Felllows saw his first two Brent family groups with young in Emsworth Harbour today (he
had seen other families off the South Moors shore of Langstone Harbour on Oct 17, the same
day that Barry Collins saw some in Emsworth Harbour after seeing his first four families further
down the Emsworth Channel on Oct 15). Both Barry and Brian think that the Brent may have
had a good breeding season this year, but the more interesting and more difficult calculation is
the one the shows whether the world population of Brent is increasing or decreasing. That can
only be properly assessed by a full survey of all Brent at all their winter sites, using the overall
count of all the young Brent in relation to the total of adults, and taking into account their life
expectancy. As breeding success varies greatly from year to year that calculation must be
repeated over a number of years to reveal a meaingful trend. +++
Not far north of Emsworth at 8am yesterday morning (Oct 20) Paul Bennett was driving along the
B2141 Chichester to Petersfield road when he had two glimpses of a hunting Barn Owl in the

Chilgrove area - from what he saw he got the impression that the owl had a damaged leg. I
hope that does not mean that someone is still using illegal pole traps in that part of the South
Downs (I realise that there are a number of other causes of such an injury - the most likely
being a too close encounter with a car, perhaps on this same road)
Finally for today there is news of the October 11 WeBS count in Portsmouth Harbour from Dennis
Bill. The most interesting bird was seen very distantly (approx 1500 metres) by Dennis himself,
looking south to the Frater Lake area - it looked very like a Great Northern Diver and Dennis
was hoping for confirmation of this from Ian Calderwood, who normally counts that section of
the Gosport shore, but unfortunately Ian was in the Scillies and no one else was covering that
section (‘not counted’ sectors are another factor, in addtion to weather and disturbance on the
day of the count, to bear in mind when looking at tables of WeBS count figures and hoping they
will show the true story of the birds at a particular site for the month which they purport to
represent!) +++
That diver, if it was one, does not appear in the results of the count but some others which do
appear may be of interest. Only 73 Brent were seen where there had been 398 in the
equivalent October count last year (but Brent were late in returning everywhere - the first major
arrival was not until Oct 15 when 600 appeared in Chichester Harbour and a similar number in
Langstone Harbour). The difference in the Canada Goose count, down from 233 last October
to just 18 (all on the Gosport Cockle Pond) is more difficult to account for, but is probably
because the drought had made the grass around the IBM Lake unpalatable, sending the flock
normally on the IBM Lake to Farlington Marshes (where 235 appeared on the lake between Oct
5 and 15) +++
Another change which may have been due to the hot weather was an increase in Little Grebe
from 18 last year to 40 this year - maybe the heat dried up inland ponds? Great Crested Grebe
were also up from 7 to 38 but surprisingly the number of Cormorant was down from 67 to 46
despite the unexpected presence of a ‘flock’ of 9 on the IBM Lake during the summer (where
they are normally only seen in winter). Wigeon were also significantly down from 340 to 126,
but that is probably jsut part of the story of late arrival of wildfowl this autumn. +++
Among the gulls there was a surprise increase in Great Blackbacks from 9 in Oct 2002 to 87 this
month. Other gull numbers were also significantly up - Black-headed from 1158 to 2418 and
Herring from 59 to 319
MON 20 OCT
A note from Alstair Martin tells me that the escaped falconer’s bird, which Martin Hampton saw
over the Hayling Oysterbeds last Thursday (Oct 16) and which he thought might have been a
Red-tailed Hawk, has been seen by others as recently as Saturday (Oct 18) and that they
thought the bird was a Harris Hawk. Alistair wonders if it could be the bird that was still being
seen in the Marlpit Lane area (between Emsworth and Chichester) in February 2002 after
happily surviving there for around a year, feeding on wild rabbits. +++
Other birds raising unanswered questions were 12 Red-legged Partridge which Alistair saw today
in fields between the Hayling Coastal Path and Daw Lane. I am not aware of shooting ever
taking place in these fields which are rather close to the general public using the coastal path,
West Lane, or the horse riding tracks, so I would not expect these birds to have been released
here for shooting and both Alistair and I rather hope that this is the beginning of a
self-sustaining feral population in that area. Last spring a pair of Red-legs were seen more that
once in these fields and they could have nested and raised up to 11 young, and the 12 seen
there today could well be the pair seen last spring with 9 of their own young and another bird
whish was also seen as an adult in the spring. +++
In the same fields the resident Little Owl was seen by Alistair today - on the south side of its
normal hedge perch.
The first three Merganser for that area were seen off the Hill Head/Brownwich shore today by
Richard Carpenter, who also saw 8 Golden Plover on the Brownwich fields and watched some
70 Fieldfare and 20 Redwing flying over +++
Much further west the Shorelark was still on Hurst Beach in the third day of its stay there. +++
Sixty Brent flew past St Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight today, as did a single unidentified
Grey Goose. Derek Hale suggests that it might have been a Bean Goose or a Pinkfoot but

does not give any reasons for excluding a White-front or Greylag - both of which would be
commoner in Hampshire, and a White-front was seen at Titchfield Haven as recently as
Saturday (Oct 18). I don’t suppose it’s identity matters all that much as a single goose seen in
our area is perhaps more likely to be a feral bird or an escape than a genuine winter migrant
arrival. +++
A much better bird (in my opinion) was a lovely male Hen Harrier seen in the Brading Marshes
area of the Isle of Wight today after arriving yesterday
SUN 19 OCT
Today some one reported 74 Golden Plover over the Chidham fields (on the next penninsula east
of Thorney Island in the Chichester Harbour area), and on Thorney itself a Dartford Warbler
was reported as being in gorse which I take to be the bushes in the Eames Farm fields between
the Little and Great Deeps at their west end. +++
Further east in Sussex a single Quail was reported at Pangdean farm which is close to the A23
about two miles north of Brighton, and in Pagham Harbour six Avocet were present - perhaps
the start of a winter flock of 20 or more? +++
Other Sussex news is of the first Great Grey Shrike in Ashdown Forest and another seen flying
west at ‘Lancing clump’ of trees high above the town. At Beachy Head the Yellow-browed
Warbler was seen but is very elusive.
Terns are getting thin on the ground now, although there were still 14 in Chichester Harbour a
week ago on Oct 11, and 5 came out of Langstone Harbour early on Oct 16, but a juvenile seen
off Browndown today by Richard Carpenter could be one of the last unless one or two decide to
stay the winter. No doubt one or two more will be seen this year as I see that last year one was
off Selsey Bill on Nov 17 and singles were reported at Titchfield Haven on Nov 19 and 20. +++
Other Hampshire news for today is of 80+ Golden Plover in the Eastleigh Lakeside area and of 5
Barnacle Geese flying west over the Testwood Lakes where 28 House Martins were still
hanging around and feeding (only 7 Swallows seen there during Ian Pibworth’s dawn to dusk
watch)
On the Isle of Wight a female or immature Black Redstart was near St Catherine’s Point and a
smart male Hen Harrier arrived in the Brading Marshes area (no news of the female and
juvenile that were there a week ago).
A note from David Parker tells me that he is on a birding weekend in Suffolk and Essex and has
seen both Lapland Bunting and Hume’s Yellow-browed Warbler as well as enjoying close
views of Bittern and Hen Harrier at Minsmere.
SAT 18 OCT
Today brought the first report of Water Pipits in Hampshire - two of them seen at the Lower Test
reserve by Paul Winter who also had a Siberian Chiffchaff there. Sussex also had its first
Water Pipit today at Coombe Haven (between Bexhill and Hastings), along with a first Bittern
back at that site (the nearest to Hampshire so far!). +++
As well as sharing the first Water Pipits Hampshire and Sussex may also have shared the last
Sand Martin of the year - one was seen by Will Walmsley in the New Forest (Hampton Ridge
area) and another single was noted in a visible migration watch organised by Andy Phillips at
Hastings Country Park. An anonymous report from Warren Glen, also in Hastings, lists
Hawfinch, Bearded Tit, Woodlark and Merlin as all being seen there today (not sure what sort
of habitat there is at that site but it must be unusual to have Hawfinch and Bearded Tit together,
though this is maybe a first clue that those wandering Bearded Tits do sometimes get tired and
have to put down in unexpected places when on their epic autumn journeys) +++
A third report of Water Pipit for today is included in Cliff Dean’s account of his birding in the Pett
Level area northeast of Hastings, but perhaps his most significant sight was of two Woodcock
which he judges to be almost certainly migrants and very early - he adds that 3 Jack Snipe
have also been reported in the nearby Pannell Valley. +++
Cliff also saw a male Hen Harrier and four Tree Sparrows (the fourth report of them in Sussex this
autumn showing they are not extinct in that county as they now seem to be in Hampshire) and
he goes on to say .. ‘The relentless stream of eastbound migrants is still dominated by
Goldfinches and Siskins, but now contains more Chaffinches, Greenfinches and Skylarks.
Redpolls continue at a trickle. Along the seawall there were 5 Rock Pipits, and 14 Brent Geese

were feeding on the marsh.’
One other item from today’s Sussex news is a report of 8 Corn Bunting seen at Lewes Brooks.
Back in Hampshire David Thelwell visited Bransbury Common late today and added another
Great Grey Shrike to the current list of new arrivals. He also saw both Merlin and Short-eared
Owl there, the latter seemingly disturbed by the arrival of wildfowlers on the scene. +++
Over in the Basingstoke area Martin Pitt heard two Woodlark singing in the Cufaude Lane area
northeast of the town (near Bramley) and saw 20 Golden Plover fly over the Ewhurst estate to
the north west of the town. +++
More Woodlark were seen today in the Meon Valley - John Shillitoe found six in the Hundred Acre
site just behind his home near Wickham, answering the query I raised when he heard one
singing there on Oct 3 (was it singing farewell to its summer home or welcome to winter
quarters?) Maybe it did nest there but it seems the site is once again being used by wintering
birds.
Further up the Meon valley Jeff Goodridge was lucky enough to see three Brambling, one a male,
at Old Winchester Hill where he also had a couple of Siskin and song from both Chiffchaff and
Skylark +++
In Langstone Harbour George Spraggs had 14 Shelduck off the west Hayling shore where no
more than six have been seen in recent months. Following the sudden increase from 13 to 43
in Newport Harbour (Isle of Wight) three days ago this is a good indication that they have
started to return from their moult area at Heligoland. +++
Another new arrival in south Hampshire was a juvenile Whitefront goose seen offshore at
Titchfield Haven by Mark Rolfe with 220 Brent and 114 Wigeon. I wouldn’t like to guess at the
origin of the Whitefront and what it is doing without its parents at this time of year but I suspect
it was hatched somewhere on the south coast, become separated from its parents, and joined
up with the Brent for company. I wonder if we will see any genuine Whitefronts arriving in
Hampshire this winter? +++
In my notes for last Thursday (Oct 16) I remarked that it is odd to see Wigeon on the open sea and
thought it odd that theWigeon which Richard Carpenter had seen off Hill Head were not on the
Titchfield Haven fields enjoying the grass but Richard has pointed out (as has Bob Chapman)
that onshore grassland is so dry as to be fit for neither bird nor beast to graze. I hear that many
farmers are having to give their cattle winter feed already rather than letting them graze in the
meadows, and by the same token any Wigeon in our area will forced to remain on a diet of
seaweed for some time to come (hoping that it does not run out before there has been sufficent
rain to revive the grass in the fields)
Yesterday (Oct 17) Barry Collins took a walk around Thorney Island where the most unusual sight
was a flock of 130 Stock Doves (presumably of continental origin?). Also on land was a female
(or immature) Black Redstart plus 12 Siskin and 8 Goldcrest, and at the water’s edge was a late
Wheatear (Mike Collins also had one yesterday across the water on Hayling Island) and a first
Rock Pipit for the winter. On the water was a single Sandwich Tern and the first Merganser of
the winter here (9 of them - 2 more were seen in Pagham Harbour the day before - Oct 16) and
a few more juvenile Brent were in Emsworth Harbour (Barry had had the first Brent juveniles
reported anywhere on the south coast back on Wednesday Oct 15). Barry says he has a
feeling that the Brent have had a good breeding season but it will be some time yet before
sufficient are back here to assess the percentage of juveniles with any accuracy. +++
On the Langstone Harbour shore yesterday Brian Fellows also found 21 juvenile Brent present off
the South Moors with 170 adults and saw the first 14 Wigeon back at the mouth of the
Langbrook stream. On the Budds Farm pools there was a lone female Pintail - the first there
although there were already 40 Pintail on Farlington Marshes by Sept 25. Also on the pools
was a Common Sandpiper which I guess may stay thereabouts for the winter. +++
One bird species that is now arriving with us in good numbers, but which is hardly ever seen on
passage, is the Water Rail. When you see one flying across a short stretch of water, its legs
hanging down and its little wings whirring, it is difficult to imagine them regularly undertaking
long-distance flights as they do. I think they invariably travel silently by night so very few are
seen flying, but Simon Harthill had evidence of one which had been on the move when he
found the corpse of one under power lines in the Calmore district of Totton yesterday morning

- it seemed to have hit the overhead wires, broken its bill and probably also its neck. I too have
just once found such a corpse at the foot of the glass-sided buildings by the IBM Lake at
Portsmouth - at the time we guessed it had seen water reflected in the moonlit glass and not
reaslised it was a reflection until too late.
PLANTS

WED 22 OCT
I must admit to neglecting the little plant news that I have received during the past ten days (while
I have been rather busy re-laying my driveway as well as trying to keep up with the Bird and
Insect news), but a number of observations are worth a mention and there has been one major
piece of news, the appointment by the BSBI of Martin Rand as their plant recorder for Vice
County 12 (South Hampshire) after the sad and totally unexpected death of Pete Selby.
Should anyone who is not a BSBI member, and therefore has not heard this news, have any
significant plant finds to report they can contact Martin by email at martin.rand@ntlworld.com
+++
The most recent plant news I have comes from Richard Carpenter, who was in the west side of
Botley Woods yesterday (Oct 21) and found plenty of Devils Bit Scabious in flower (no great
surprise as this is always a late flowering species) as well as Common Centaury and Wild
Angelica (both of which seem late to me, especially in view of the drought - Angelica enjoys a
damp situation). +++
On Oct 18 the Havant Wildlife Group were in Stansted Forest and found Cut-leaved Cranesbill in
flower (I have seen Herb Robert, Dove’s Foot and Small Flowered Cranesbill this month, but
not Cut-leaved). +++
On Oct 16 Martin Hampton commented on (Large-flowered) Evening Primrose still flowering on
Sinah Common, Hayling, despite the drought, and one plant which I have noticed as being
more abundant than usual (and apparently enjoying the dry weather) is the Yellow Oxalis (O.
corniculata). Another thing which I noticed last Sunday (Oct 19) was that Trifid Bur-Marigold
and Meadow-sweet were both still flowering by the Langbrook stream in Havant. +++
Also during the last ten days I have seen comments from Bob Chapman that the effect of the
drought on the coastal grassland is likely to have a serious impact on both Brent Geese and
Wigeon, both of which normally come ashore to graze soon after they arrive. Hopefully the
Geese will remember how, only a few years ago, they were very wary of humans and remained
in the harbours until nearly Christmas - it looks as if they will have to be content with a diet of
seaweed for some time yet!
INSECTS

FRI 24 OCT
This morning the water on my bird table was frozen for the first time this autumn following a
ground frost earlier in the week, and the daily procession of butterflies that we were seeing up
to last Saturday has now ceased, but neverthelss a Red Admiral was sunning itself on an oak
tree branch this morning as I walked in Stansted Forest - I would never have seen it had I not
stopped to scan the trees with my binoculars when I heard a tit flock above me. +++
Other than this single Red Admiral I have not heard of any butterfly sightings since the sunshine of
last Friday and Saturday (Oct 17 and 18), but a news bulletin from Bob Chapman received
today tells me that six butterfly species were to be seen at Farlington Marshes ‘during the past
week’, and in default of any dates from Bob I assume that these were not seen after Oct 18.
The six species which he mentions were Clouded Yellow, Red Admiral, Common Blue,
Speckled Wood and Small White (all of which were also seen by Barry Collins on Thorney
Island on Oct 17) plus one species that I felt should be still on the wing but which no one has
mentioned since Sep 30 - this is the Small Heath.
SAT 18 OCT
The appropriately named November moth appeared on the scene early this year, the first coming
to Maurice Opie’s trap at Funtley (Fareham) tonight. Paul Boswell at Greywell near Fleet had
another two moths which appear at this time of year - Yellow-line Quaker and The Brick (Derek
Mills also had The Brick in his trap at Farnham tonight). In Southampton Andrew Dawson had

a first ‘second brood’ specimen of the Spruce Carpet.
Mike Duffy is just back in Hampshire from a holiday in the Scillies where there were good insects
as well as birds. During the past week a moth trapping session collected a superb Death’s
Head Hawkmoth which Barry Duffin retrieved from the trap on the following morning and
placed on a large rounded stone which made an excellent setting for a number of people,
including Mike, to photograph it for the pleasure of those who were not present. I hear that
Convolvulus Hawks were also being seen and Mike Wearing tells me there was also a
Red-veined Darter which I would guess to be from a second generation which I read
sometimes appears in southern Europe... +++
Among the short list of moth highlights seen on the Scillies which Mike Duffy has passed on are
three that are new to my year-list - they are Slender Burnished Brass, The Delicate, and
Pinion-streaked Snout.
New for yesterday (Oct 17) comes mainly from Barry Collins on Thorney Island where he had a
total of 18 Clouded Yellows and well worn examples of Wall Brown and Common Blue as well
as 12 Red Admirals, 8 Small Whites and 3 Speckled Wood. To show that Clouded Yellows are
by no means retricted to Thorney Island Brian Fellows saw one on the Langstone South Moors
seawell on the same day. +++
Also seen yesterday at Bentley Station Meadow near Alton by Lynn Fomison were many Hornets.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 24 OCT
In my notes for Oct 18 I said that the Havant Wildlife Group had found a good list of fungi in
Stanted Forest that day with the rare (Red Data Book) Hiericium erinaceous among them, and
a primary reason for going there myself was to see this strange white amorphous ‘spiny’ fungus
on a fallen beech tree. If anyone else is interested it is still there and is easy to find - coming in
from the Finchdean Road just east of the Rowlands Castle railway viaduct you walk straight
ahead along the broad path, cross the once tarmaced ‘ornamental drive’, and start to climb the
path ahead leading to the west end of the main avenue. Half-way up, on the right of the path, is
a huge log (the major part of the trunk of an old Beech tree which fell about a year ago) and the
fungus is growing from the uphill end of this ‘log’. +++
I thought this might be a ‘first’ for Stansted Forest but Rosemary Webb tells me that she saw the
species there a couple of years ago on a log by the north side of the Ornamental Drive not
much more than 100 yards uphill from the path to the main avenue that we have just described.
Unfortunately the presence of this protected species did not get to Michael Prior (the head
forester) and the log was removed during clearance of that part of the forest - at a time when
the fungus was not visible externally but was no doubt still living inside the deadwood. Luckily
it seems that some of its spores blew to the new log, so the species was not eliminated here.
+++
At the end of my walk today I was coming down the Ornamental Drive and was about 100 yards
short of the newly cleared area when I noticed a huge troop of large, dark fungi growing all
round the base of another dead beech tree, still standing erect but ivy covered with bare sticks
of branches reaching high into the sky above the ivy. My first impression was that this might
have been the troop of Shaggy Pholiota mentioned in the Wildlife Group’s list of finds a week
ago but these were something entirely different which I have never seen before and which I
cannot identify with the basic books that I possess (Roger Phillips and Stefan Buckzacki’s
Collins Guide). As there were many of these fungi and most of them had definitely finished
their purpose in life (releasing spores to spread the species) I took an example home and my
description of this one goes like this .. It has a fan shaped cap 21 cm across from side to side
and 14 cm from the side nearest the tree trunk to the outer edge. The colour of the cap varies
from an almost yellow brown (mainly at the outer edge) through shades of reddish brown to
patches of very dark brown near the inside edge. The cap surface is uneven, grooved from
side to side and with wrinkles running out radially. +++
The fan shape suggests a bracket but this specimen had a long stout stem (15 cm long and 6 cm
in diameter) by which I pulled the sample up from where it was attached to the base of the tree
trunk - this stem was very dark brown and almost circular but the flesh where I broke it off was

white. The stem was attached to the inner edge of the fam where a bracket would attach
directly to the wood of the trunk. +++
Turning the specimen over to see the underside gave me the biggest surprise as, to the naked
eye, it looked like the softly hairy, very dark brown, skin of an animal, but inspection with the
lens showed the surface was in fact made up of irregularly shaped small pores - many of them
seeeming to be more horizontal than vertical. On the edges of this undersurface several small
minature fans were growing from the area where the stem ran up to the main cap +++
Finally, the whole fungus had a strong mushroomy, musty smell. +++
The only fungus which I can find which bears any real resemblance to this find is called
Gloeophyllum sepiarum, but what I saw differs from the descripton of that species in the books
in three major respects - the cap is twice the given size, there is a stong smell where Roger
Phillips says there is little or none, and my specimen had a long stout stem where the standard
description is of a stemless bracket - furthermore both Phillips and Buckzacki suggest that it is
only normally found on coniferous trees (though they do not completely rule out broadleaved)
+++
Jim Berry clearly had the same idea as to its name and the same doubts when he came across
this species last Saturday +++
Hopefully Rosemary Webb will go to look at this fungus on the coming Saturday, and if she cannot
be sure of its identity she will take a sample to a meeting of the Hampshire Fungus Recording
Group on the Sunday. I hope they recognise it as I cannot find any reference to the species in
Gordon Dickson’s Fungi of the New Forest either under the generic name Gloeophyllum or the
alternative of Lenzites. +++
If anyone wants to take a look for themselves enter the Forest as for the Hericium (see above) but
turn left and go uphill along the ‘Ornamental Drive’ until the cleared area on your left ends and
the scrubby growth of young trees reaches the track you are on. Here the uphill slope of the
drive decreases and its direction changes slightly to the left. From here look ahead to where
the ivy covered dead Beech stands well above the scrub on the left of the drive and head for the
base of that tree.
THU 23 OCT
Richard Hallett was taking a lunch break at Farlington Marshes today, sitting on the benches
overlooking the lake, but sitting with his back to the strong east wind and thus looking west
towards Portsmouth over Shutt Lake and Broom Channel, when he saw the rounded head of a
Common Seal in the water. With a ‘herd’ (?) of up to 13 of these seals in Chichester Harbour
this summer I am surprised how few sightings there are in Langstone Harbour - so far this year
I have only heard of three previous sightings there. On June 12 Bob Chapman saw one off the
Langstone South Moors and on Aug 30 Alistair Martin saw two together (just possibly a mother
and pup) in the same place, and a third sighting took place at the Budds Farm outfall pipe a little
before Aug 30 when a lady walking her dog saw a seal haul itself out briefly on the concrete
casing of the pipe, noticing that that animal had a yellow tag attached to its tail.
TUE 21 OCT
Both Fly Agaric and Parasol Mushroom were seen in the Botley Woods today by Richard
Carpenter despite the dry ground.

MON 20 OCT
‘White Squrrels’ have been regularly seen in a wide area centred on Portsmouth over the past 20
years (maybe they are endemic here) but until today I have not seen one myself. Cycling
along Mill Lane at Langstone I hardly noticed a young normal Grey Squirrel, still much smaller
than an adult, as it dashed across the road in front of me, and I paid equally little attention to a
second Squirrel until it was in the middle of the road when I saw that it was really pure white and
very smart. I have heard of one in the Mill Lane area before, but that was maybe more than a
year ago ...
SAT 18 OCT
The Havant Wildlife Group met at the Rowlands Castle entrance to Stansted Forest for this
morning’s outing and, led by Jim Berry, they found an impressive list of fungi despite the
drought. Top of the bill, although they were not entirely certain of its id, was what was probably
Hericium erinaceus, maybe a first for Stansted. Fly Agaric, Shaggy Pholiota and Parasol
Mushrooms were among the big and impressive fungi, but they also had Honey Fungus,
Oyster Mushroom and Porcelain fungus as well as the less good looking Dead Man’s Fingers.
That is not an exhaustive list of their finds ...

BIRDS

WEEK 42 OCT 13 – 19 (Edited Version)

FRI 17 OCT
Being a day behind schedule with my website updates as a result to trying to help my son re-lay
60 square metres of driveway and path with paving bricks I was only too glad to get out of the
house for an hour this evening having finished the web update that should have been done
yesterday. Conditions looked good for checking the Egret roost in Tournerbury Wood on
Hayling Island, and the time was such that I would get there just before sunset (the birds
normally do not start to fly in until a little after sunset). However I realised my mistake when
driving over Langstone bridge and seeing the tide still high,and walking along the shore of
Mengeham Rythe to the roost viewing spot I found 200 Brent still close to the shore with the
tide only just begining to fall. The tide was high at 4pm and it will have covered most of the
Egret fishing grounds before 3pm, sending the birds off to roost then (not necessarily at their
night roost sites, but any then in the south west of Chichester Harbour would probably have
gone to Tournerbury - during the Oct 11 WeBS count, made at high tide, Brian Fellows found
some 48 Egrets in the Tournerbury trees at around 1pm).
The net result was that, as I arrived and the tide was falling, instead of seeing Egrets flying into the
roost the first thing I saw was half a dozen Egrets coming from the trees to try to get a bite of
supper, and despite waiting until it was dark I only counted 22 going into the trees. Not a
representative count as there could well have been another 30 or more hidden in the trees all
the time - once they enter the trees here they totally vanish from sight. Neverthless this trip
gave me my first sight of Brent en masse (200 close to me and a similar number flying along the
distant Thorney Island shore). I also had my first Wigeon flock (only around 25 birds) flying
over, and enjoyed the magnificent view you get from this seawall - Butser Hill to the north and
the downs sweeping away to the east with Chichester cathedral in prominent view to the south
of the hills, the foreground being filled by the broadest part of Chichester harbour edged by
boats and birds.
THU 16 OCT
Martin Hampton walked from Gunner Point on Hayling Island back to Havant this morning and
had some very good birding on the way. Looking south from Gunner Point he watched a party
of Wigeon fly in from the open sea, presumably just arriving here as (being grazing birds) they
do not find much to eat out at sea (I’ve just realised what it was that was odd about Richard
Carpenter’s report of seeing 87 of them on the sea off Hill Head last Tuesday!). Close to the
shore a Sanderling flew west, not stopping in the sandy beach which will soon attract others
here.
Moving inland beside the Langstone Harbour entrance he saw 5 Sandwich Tern and found, just
south of the Ferry Inn, the first Purple Sandpiper to reach our local patch (it may now be worth

checking the Southsea Castle site for them), and over on the Portsmouth side of the Ferry was
a pair of Swans with three cygnets that looked unusually small for this time of year when most
are full grown (I see the one on Langstone Pond is now nearly white and will soon look like an
adult). It would be interesting to know if Swans had a late nest at the Milton Lakes or nearby
Great Salterns as I have heard no news of their success this year. The Eastney Lake pair
hatched six young which were seen on July 3 (and all six seem to have survived - it was
probably that family with six cygnets that were seen on the south west Hayling shore on Sept
18), while the Baffins Pond young were hatched even earlier.
Heading east to the south end of the Hayling Coastal Path (the old Billy Line) Martin had a look at
Sinah Lake and found that five Pochard and a bigger number of Tufted Duck were present.
While here an impressive flock of over 40 Jackdaw came over, reminding Martin of the film
version of ‘The Fellowship of the Ring’ - he says they .. came 'clouding' over, looking almost
exactly like Tolkien's 'cremyn' (unfortunately I haven’t seen the film and I don’t recall the word
‘cremyn’ from the books which I read so eagerly quite a few years ago).
Over the Sinah area as a whole many small birds were on the move, mainly heading north east,
among them 18 Pied Wagtail, over 200 Goldfinch, 60 Linnet, 40 Greenfinch, 30 Meadow Pipits
and at least 26 Siskin - of three Skylarks overhead two were perversely heading south (but
perhaps only to the Gunner Point area where they are to be found throughout the year).
As soon as the harbour came in sight again to the north of Saltmarsh Lane flocks of Brent (at least
500) dominated the water, and passing the big open West Lane fields a good dozen Skylarks
could be seen or heard. Approaching the south of Stoke Bay, in the area where the waves are
already washing gravel over the path (I see from the Hayling Islander newspaper that no
money is to be spent on sea defences to ‘save’ the path) a Whimbrel was seen - probably the
one mentioned by Bob Chapman in his newsletter of Oct 9 in which he wrote of .. ‘the usual
wintering Whimbrel’ as being seen near the Farlington Marshes Point.
Martin had already seen one Kestrel and a stunning male Sparrowhawk in the Sinah area, and not
far from where he saw the Whimbrel he watched a female Sparrowhawk which .. ‘completely
folded its wings and dived like a Peregrine into scrub (didn't see the outcome!)’, while a
genuine Peregrine was perched on the outer bund wall of the Oysterbeds. As he looked west
at this Peregrine Martin .. ‘saw in the distance a large buzzard-type raptor being mobbed over
NE Farlington Marshes - another raptor, possibly another Peregrine, had a fly at one of the
mobbing Crows and they moved off - leaving the 'buzzard' to circle a couple of times towards
the eastern slopes of Portsdown. I noted very white underside (good light even though distant)
and "flat-to-kinked" head-on wing profile. Checking my guide on getting home suggested
Honey Buzzard - but I was too far away to see head shape, and am a little too inexperienced to
be sure, having never seen HB before.’
Still gazing west and wondering about the ‘one that got away’ Martin heard a commotion behind
him and .. ‘turned to see another large (clearly larger than mobbing Crows, but perhaps not
quite Buzzard size) broad-winged raptor over the Saline Lagoon: quite dark (was looking into
sun), short-ish tail sometimes fanned, with obvious jesses. Possibly a Red-Tailed Hawk? (
have seen one being flown before). It moved off into the scrub south of the Brick Field and I lost
it.’
Enough for one morning’s birding you may think, but I must also mention that two Shelduck were
in the Oysterbeds where many Dunlin (well over 300) were weaving like smoke over the bund
walls - perhaps wary of the perched Peregrine as the tide should not have been very high by
the time Martin got here.
The latest summary of news from Farlington Marshes was sent out by Bob Chapman this morning
and describes a depressing scene for winter wildfowl and waders hoping to feed on the
reserve. By mid-October the pools and ditches on the reserve should be full of water, and that
water full of animal and insect food for the birds, but the Deeps and the Scrape are currently
bone dry with cracked earth bottoms in which little invertebrate life is likely to have survived (the
lake is still fed by the stream whose spring has not yet ceased to flow). Less obvious is the lack
of grass on the dried up marsh ‘fields’ where the Wigeon and Brent normally graze - unless lots
of rain falls soon numbers of both will be much reduced on this reserve. This bad news is made
the worse by the fact that Brent have at last started to return in strength in the past few days

with over 500 now in Langstone Harbour and 600 in Chichester Harbour.
Black-necked Grebe are now up to nine - presumably to be seen around the north and east side of
North Binness island
A note from Graham Osborne today puts a little more flesh on the bones of the Kestrel population
question. Graham writes .. ‘Population estimates for the Kestrel were around 100,000 pairs in
the early 1970s with around a 20-30% decline by the late 1990s. More recent estimates I have
seen range from 50,000-70,000 pairs and declining. +++
The Buzzard is obviously still expanding and I have seen estimates as high as 40,000-60,000
pairs. Hence the two species maybe be roughly equivalent in population currently. Buzzards
are still absent or uncommon in many parts of SE England including NE Hampshire, Surrey,
Kent and East Anglia. Personally I see far more Kestrels than Buzzards in the eastern half of
Hampshire, with the converse being true in the Western half.’
On Oct 10 I described how John Shillitoe was searching for the nightime roost destination for the
Egrets he had seen flying south down the Meon Valley past Soberton, and yesterday he found
that destination in trees south of Mislingford Bridge and a little north of the Roebuck pub on the
A32 opposite the West Walk woodland. Having seen Egrets flying south in the evenings from
Soberton he went to Chiphall Lake, by the Meon just north of Wickham, where he saw one
flying north at dusk so last night he postioned himself in the open land west of Mislingford
Bridge and was rewarded by a distant view of 16 Egrets dropping into trees in the Kingsmead
area (Kingsmead is both the name of the minor road from the A32 at the Roebuck to
Mislingford Bridge, and the name for a group of houses along that road). From John’s
description these trees were to the east of Kingsmead road, between it and the A32, but I know
that Egrets like to roost close to water and maybe the trees were in the wood (Bishop’s Wood)
along the banks of the Meon west of Kingsmead - if so I see there is a footpath going southeast
from Newman’s Hill road, around the north edge of Bishop’s Wood and across the river to
Kingsmead - there should be somewhere on that path giving a good viewpoint (though the only
way of really seeing the birds coming and going from any Egret roost seems to be a balloon
tethered above the roost as they come and go by various routes some of which cannot be seen
from any one position of the ground) +++
Yet another interesting sighting was made by John on Monday (Oct 13) when he visited the North
Common ‘public open space’ on the north Hayling shore, partly south of Northney marina and
partly to the east of the marina where the shore path runs by the strange triangular ‘bay’ which
was once the boating lake for the Northney Holiday Camp (since then its seawall has been
breached and it is now part of the harbour). Somewhere in this area, with Mallards, was a
Wood Duck (John does not say if it was male or female) which is, to my knowledge, new to this
area. I shall hope to see it having in the past several years acquaintance with ‘pretty little Willy’
- the male Wood Duck who spent several years at the IBM Lake in Portsmouth (and still has an
entry line on the Portsmouth Harbour WeBS report form!)
WED 15 OCT
The first Jack Snipe of the winter to be reported anywhere along the south coast was seen by Bob
Chapman at Farlington Marshes today. These birds are notoriously difficult to see on the
ground and normally do not fly unless you more or less tread on them, so Bob had to employ a
JCB to get a sight of this one (a large mechanical digger was being used to clear ditches,
though it got stuck and Bob had to spend a long time floundering in mud to dig it out by hand so
he deserved the Jack Snipe sighting!)
Barry Collins found over 600 Brent in Chichester Harbour today, corroborating the reports from
Langstone Harbour of the start of the long awaited return of the main body of these geese.
Barry’s count exceeded the highest I have seen for Langtone Harbour (no one has claimed
more than 550 there to my knowledge) and more significantly Barry saw the only juveniles to
have reached us so far - he saw four family groups, two with single juveniles and two with three
each. +++
More unexpected than the Brent was a flock of up to 15 Red-throated Divers which were on the
sea less than 100 yards out from the Hayling shore close to the ‘Inn on the Beach’ (west of the
funfair and east of the golf course). Pete Ryder was the lucky person to see them, but not for
long as they were soon disturbed by the wind-surfers. One other Red-throated Diver was seen

at Selsey Bll on Monday (Oct 13)
Pete Ryder also had Sandwich Terns over Sinah Lake and had a Greenshank there - an unusual
bird for this old gravel pit which does not have muddy edges.
TUE 14 OCT
Trevor Carpenter recently passed on to me the history of sightings of a colour ringed Black-tailed
Godwit (see notes for Sept 29) over a period of four years, showing how (while it faithfully
returned to the central south coast each winter) it was happy to move west to Poole Harbour or
east to Chichester Harbour at the drop of a hat. +++
Today Trevor has sent me a similar history of another bird, also hatched in 1999, showing a very
similar pattern of behaviour. It too only flew as far as the Midlands on its first trip south but soon
moved on to Poole Harbour. There is no record of it returning to Iceland next spring and it was
next seen in Titchfield Haven, and oscillated between there and Langstone Harbour around the
time of its first birthday, settling in Langstone Harbour for the autumn and early winter. +++
It was seen back in Iceland as it neared its second birthday and again arrived back in Titchfield
Haven but soon moved to Langstone Harbour where it stayed until November before it became
restless, going to Portsmouth Harbour for December and January, then to Poole Harbour in
April before returning to Iceland. +++
It came straight back to Farlington Marshes for its third birthday in July but shot off to Chichester
Harbour for August and Septermber before vanishing from the records until August of this year
when it was in Portsmouth Harbour. +++
In addition to its readiness to move about between the south coast harbours, where there are
plenty of people scanning the mudflats for colour ringed birds, the sighting dates show (as for
the previous bird) that it is able to vanish from the scene for many months at a time, usually
during the late winter. This is the time of year at which we know many Godwits abandon the
shores for inland sites (in particular Titchfield Haven and the Avon Valley), and this may be the
reason why the birds are not picked out, but I do wonder if part of the reason they are not
reported is that they move even further afield to places where people have better things to do
(such as shooting and eating Larks and Buntings) than to check colour rings on shorebirds?
We have heard of the Godwit that was quite happy to move from the Brest area of France to
Emsworth Harbour recently - maybe others do the same?
On Sunday evening I found the number of Egrets coming to roost at Langstone Wade Court was
down to 93 from the extraordinary count of 135 made a month earlier. Barry Collins may well
have the answer to this drop in numbers as he was at the original Thorney Deeps roost site last
night (Oct 13) and found 61 Egrets arriving there for the night after apparently deserting both
Thorney Island night roosts during both August and September.
Last Sunday (Oct 12) a group of five Merganser (the biggest group to date) were seen in
Langstone Harbour by George Spraggs from the south west shore of Hayling Island. Dunlin
numbers there were already over 100 in that part of the harbour and there were 10 Great
Crested Grebe to be seen that were almost certainly in additon to the 25 that I saw that day on
the north shore of the harbour at Chalk Dock
MON 13 OCT
James Wheeldon has just returned to Portsmouth after several months spent touring the world,
and his first news from the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields at Hilsea (situated
alongside the north end of Tipner Lake at its junction with Portscreek) is of what must be one of
the last Yellow Wagtails of the year - average last date is Oct 21, but relatively few have been
seen this autumn and none reported since Oct 5. +++
SUN 12 OCT
Prior to the year 2000 at least one flock of 100 or more Corn Buntings would be recorded on the
Sussex Downs each winter but from 2000 onwards numbers have diminished dramatically so a
sighting today of around 8 at Rodmell, just south of Lewes, is significant (and could be one of
the largest flocks of the winter!). Note that anyone looking at the Sussex Bird Report for 1999
will find the maximum winter flock recorded there is only 60 but on the SOS website Colin Law
estimated that that flock 60 (seen on Newmarket Hill near Brighton on Dec 12) had grown to

120 by Dec 29. +++
In my notes for last Thursday (Oct 9) I commented on Martin Hampton’s question as to whether
Kestrel are still our commonest raptor, quoting, in support of the view that Kestrel numbers
have suffered a serious decline, John Firth’s statement that he had recently driven to Scotland
and back without seeing a single roadside Kestrel. Today I have comments expressing the
opposite view from John Goodspeed and Adrian Martin. John found plenty of Kestels in the
Derbyshire Dales in the past couple of weeks, and some by the roadside on his journey. John
also says that at least two Kestrel pairs have regular established territories on Portsdown (I
wonder if there is also a pair based at South Boarhunt, at the foot of the hill, where I rememeber
hearing of an albino Kestrel in past years) +++
At dusk I was at the Langstone (Wade Court) Egret roost in good time to count the birds in but my
total was only 93 after the recent record of 135. While there the Cetti’s Warbler on Langstone
Pond sang loudly several times.
SAT 11 OCT
The monthly national WeBS count of wildfowl and waders took place today in Portsmouth,
Langstone and Chichester Harbours (other sites made their counts on the Sunday). The only
full lists I have so far are my own for the IBM Lake which is included in Portsmouth Harbour and
Brian Fellows’ for the south east Hayling sector of Chiochester Harbour, but I see that counters
in Langstone Harbour had the excitement of a Pomarine Skua which flew up the east side of
Farlington Marshes (over Russell’s Lake which separates the Marshes from the RSPB
Islands). This was reported on HOSLIST by Will Walmsley, and his absence of other news
regarding the count is I think an indication that there was nothing else unusual. The Havant
Wildlife Group, who happened to visit Farlington Marshes this morning, could only see a total of
6 Brent, indicating the continuing very low numbers in Langstone Harbour. Their best birds
were a couple of late House Martins and a Merlin, though they did hear their first Skylark song.
+++
Brent were a little more numerous in Chichester Harbour with 192 seen by Brian Fellows in the
Mengham Rythe area. Brian also found 48 Egrets in and around the Tournerbury Wood area
and noted a flock of some 70 Lapwing over Verner Common (but no Golden Plover there as
yet). Down at Black Point there were still 14 Sandwich Tern. +++
My own count at the IBM Lake was notable for the total absence of Canada Geese, and the
presence of only one Mute Swan (from the total of 13 in the two families that raised young there
this year). Little Grebe numbers were high at 23 (9 of them in one flock actively feeeding on the
patch of weed just off the cafeteria that appeared above the surface for the first time ever last
month). Coot numbers remained high at 44 (they have probably eaten most of the weed). The
two adult Great Crested Grebe and two out of their three young were seen but there were few
other birds.
PLANTS

SUN 12 OCT
A cycle ride from Havant to Bedhampton and Broadmarsh gave me several more flowering plants
to bring my total for the past week to just over 130 species still in flower. By the Hermitage
Stream in Bedhampton the Stream Water Crowfoot was still flowering in a few puddles of water
on the otherwise dry bottom of the Waterworks overflow sluice (normally holding a couple of
feet of water at any time of year), and by the stream itself Marsh Ragwort and Hybrid Water
Speedwell were looking colourful. Along the shore by Budds Farm Black Horehound and an
odd plant of Hemlock (which was also flowering last winter when the rest of that species had
stopped) were out, and the Trifid Bur-Marigold in the Langbrook Stream where it passes under
the A27 was looking very healthy. +++
Along the dry ground by the path from Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes I was surprised to find
Yellow-wort still looking good, and to find a few flowers on Blue Fleabane, but my reason for
going there was to check on the big stand of Chinese Mugwort which has not yet adapted to the
seasons in this country and still flowers in late October. As a result the flowers never develop
or open in many years but this year a very good show of buds and continuing warmth give hope

of proper flowering in a week or so - and even if they fail again the leaves are now giving off a
very aromatic scent.
SAT 11 OCT
Visiting the IBM Portsmouth site for the monthly count of birds around the lake I did not expect to
see much in the way of flowers, partly because of the dry ground but mainly because in
October they mow and clear all the open grassland that has been purposefully left for the
wildlife during the summer and early autumn (and this had been done). One plant growing low
enough to escape the cut was Small-flowered Cranesbill (this could be a first find for the site as
I do not recall seeing it here before). Just one tiny flower caught my eye, its small size and
deeper colour than most Dove’s-foot Cranesbill flowers suggesting it was different, and a check
with my hand lens confirmed that there were no longer hairs (all short) on the pedicels. A
couple of other items on my flower list for the visit were, first, flowering White Water-lily on the
tiny ‘Children’s Pond’ (there is a mass of this on the Main Reception Lake, but this is the first
time I have seen it flowering in this tiny pond dug in the days when I took classes of ten year
olds from the local schools around the site for ‘nature study’. Secondly I added Lesser Hawkbit
and Water-Figwort to my week list

INSECTS

FRI 17 OCT
Dave Pearson was in the Titchfield area today and found six species of butterfly and a couple of
dragonfly on the wing so perhaps the report which he heard (that that part of the south coast
was the warmest spot in the whole UK today) was true. Nothing unexpected on his list which
was headed once more by 9 Clouded Yellows, followed by 4 Red Admirals, 2 Painted Ladies, 2
Speckled Woods and several each of Large and Small Whites. Two Migrant Hawkers and a
number of Common Darters were still on the wing.
Singles of Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady were also seen today on Horsea Island in the north
east of Portsmouth Harbour by Andrew Brookes, along with a number of ‘Whites’.
WED 15 OCT
Bob Chapman, in his regular newsletter from Farlington Marshes (actually written tomorrow
morning - Oct 16), sums up the current state of the butterfly world not only at his reserve but
generally for our stretch of the south coast, when he says that Clouded Yellows, Red Admirals
and Speckled Woods can still be seen daily when there is some sunshine but you are lucky if
you see other species. Nevertheless Richard Carpenter managed to see a single Painted Lady
at Brownwhich on the east Solent shore today, and no doubt people will get further glimpses of
Comma, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell and Brimstone for a few more weeks until we have a
widespread frost, and both Large and Small Whites are still around in small numbers. +++
Some natural activities are governed by weather conditions and take place on the same day for
most of the population of the species concerned, but the autumn emergence of the butterflies
we are considering is spread out over several months, and is dependent both on the date of
egglaying (which in turn is dependent on the chance meeting of two parents to mate), and then
on the food supply for the caterpillar, and finally on weather conditions during pupation, and
putting these together we see individuals of e.g. Brimstone butterflies emerging at widely
different dates - some at the end of July, a few still coming out now.
On Monday morning (Oct 13) Peter Allen found a sleepy Hornet in his moth trap at North Gorley
(just south of Fordingbridge in the Avon valley - a place of fond memories for me as I lived there
from 1942 to 1946!). Derek Mills comments that Peter was lucky that the Hornet was drowsy
but I think this is based on a fallacy that Hornets are aggressive and will go out of their way to
sting you - had Peter put his hand in among the eggboxes around his trap and inadvertently
caught the insect in his hand it might well have stung him in self-defence but in my experience
Hornets never make an unprovoked attack on a human.
Finally for today I have a note from Brian Hedley saying that when he came down from

Lincolnshire to visit the Purbeck coast in Dorset last Saturday (Oct 11) he was surprised to see
more than 40 Clouded Yellows Brian asks if there has been a recent invasion of Clouded
Yellows to which the answer is no. The general consensus is that what we are seeing is a
widespread emergence of the offspring of earlier immigrants, and their numbers are re-inforced
by some of those earlier immigrants, which had gone far inland, heading south again, then
hestitating when they reach the sea and adding to the numbers already there.
MON 13 OCT
Common Wasps have become rarities in the past few years and I no longer expect to have to
evict a Wasp from each fallen apple that I pick up from my lawn at this time of year - nor, if you
have tea out of doors earlier in the summer, does one have to check each slice of bread and
jam before each mouthful to make sure you will not be putting a wasp in your mouth with the
bread. A couple of years ago, after wasps had ceased to be a garden pest, it was not difficult to
find wasp nests in rooves, sheds, and holes in dry banks, but this year I have not found a single
wasp nest anywhere, so I am interested to hear from James Wheeldon that there is an active
nest in the Hilsea Ramparts at the north end of the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields.
+++
James asks why the wasps seem to be more active than usual at the moment, and my guess
would be that they are enjoying a sort of late summer holiday now the work of raising the new
generation is complete - presumably the new Queens have emerged, taken flight and mated,
and are now seeking places to hibernate, whereas the workers (and any superfluous males
that have done their duty in the mating flight) are free to enjoy life, spending more time in the
open air seeking sugar to eat before the frosts kill them off.
I have yet to see any theory as to why the number of wasps has diminished. Most likely the main
cause is some disease similar to that carried by the viroa mite that is destoying the honey bees,
but I have seen Hornets catching Common Wasps and carrying them off as food for their
young, so I suppose there is a chance that the increase which we have seen in the number of
Hornets over recent years plays some part in reducing the number of wasps.
SUN 12 OCT
Inevitably the summer will have to end sometime, and one sign of its demise can be found in the
reduced number of butterfly species on the wing. Looking at those reported this week end I see
only 12 species were there have been 20 or more in many recent weeks - no Small Heath, Wall
Brown, Brown Argus and others that have been hanging on. Mike Gibbons gives Oct 5 for his
last sighting of a Green-Veined White in his Christchurch garden. One determined survivor still
to be eliminated is the Common Blue which is still to be seen in several places, and there are
still many Clouded Yellows at coastal sites (whether newly emerged specimens or southward
heading migrants is not clear) but Painted Ladies are now a rarity. The species most likely to
be seen in the coming week are the two Cabbage Whites and Red Admirals along with our
tradional hibernating species - Comma, Peacock, Brimstone and Small Tortoiseshell - these
taking a brief flight in search of a good place to hibernate and, as soon as they find one,
disappearing until next spring. I saw a good example of this when at the IBM Portsmouth site
yesterday - a male Brimstone was flying around a thick clump of gorse and ornamental shrubs,
investigating every possible way into the thick heart of the clump. Several Peacocks and
Commas were reported but only two Small Tortoiseshell, both seen by Andrew Brookes at
Longstock nectaring on Asters - probably their last meal for four or five months.
SAT 11 OCT
I see that Hummingbird Hawkmoths are still active (seen today on Portsdown and at Eastleigh
and that another Death’s Head Hawkmoth caterpillar has been seen - this one in Fleet, digging
into loose gravel to find a place to hibernate. I hope the gravel was not in a driveway over
which a car will soon run to flatten the hopes of this beast turning into a moth next spring.
OTHER WILDLIFE

MON 13 OCT
James Wheeldon has just returned to Portsmouth from a trip to Australia and back which has kept

him away since the spring. Returning to work at the Portsmouth Grammar School playing
fields in Hilsea today he was very pleased to find a healthy looking family of foxes, complete
with this year’s well grown cubs, showing little fear of him as he rejoined the team of
groundsmen with whose activities the foxes have become accustomed and thus are not
regarded by the foxes as a threat.
SAT 11 OCT
Richard Carpenter added one more species, Horse Mushroom, to this autumn’s fungus list when
he was at Titchfield Haven. Large Horse Mushrooms provide a good meal, but those unfamiliar
with them should first gen up on the Yellow-stainer Mushroom which is of the same large size,
is pretty common and usually appears in large troops. Looking at it this appears the most
attractive species for a meal - large, plentiful, usually unblemished and having the pinkest of
gills when fresh. However be sure to check the base of the stem or the cap after cutting or
bruising them - if a bright yellow stain appears be very wary of eating as, while not deadly
poisonous, the Yellow-stainer can cause a severe stomach upset in some people who eat it.
The true Horse Mushroom (Agarcius arvensis) has a shorter, thicker stem and a broader cap
than the Yellow Stainer but fungi are very variable and the only safe check is for signs of yellow
staining.

BIRDS

WEEK 41 OCT 6 – 12 (Edited Version)

FRI 10 OCT
In my notes for last Tuesday I commented on the fact that over 300 Avocet are already in Poole
Harbour for the winter, and well over 1000 are expected there by mid-winter, yet no one ever
seems to see them on passage to and from Poole. Today Ed Griffiths adds a valuable snippet
of information on this subject when he tells me that .. ‘up to 30 were seen at Wilstone, part of
Herts Tring resevoirs, early on 30/9, with 8 staying till dusk.’ adding that this was unusual. +++
Returning to this subject of Avocet passage I realise that my comments last Tuesday were based
on a wrong assumption - namely that the birds wintering in Poole are likely to come from East
Anglia. My Collins Bird Guide, published in 1999, is a reasonably up to date source of
information, and that indicates that the total breeding population of Avocet in the British Isles is
only a few hundred pairs (maybe not enough to supply the number wintering at Poole, let alone
any more that may still use the estuary of the River Exe in Devon). The book also shows me
that the main breeding areas from which our winter population is likely to come stretch north
east from Denmark through the southern tip of Sweden into the Baltic and Russia, and the
wintering area probably used by these birds is all along the north coast of Europe from north
Germany to Brittany, with a small northward extension of this winter range to the south coast of
England in Dorset and Devon. +++
In the Meon Valley John Shillitoe has been watching the local Egrets in the hope of finding a night
roost used by the birds that are often seen during the day in the Soberton area. He would
welcome any clues as to where they go at night, and I suspect that it could be somewhere
nearer to Wickham than the only night roost which I have heard of (roughly south west of
Soberton) at Badnam Creek on the River Hamble just south of the Bursledon. John saw 8
Egrets this evening at a point just south of Soberton - they were flying south west down the
Meon Valley between 18:25 and 18:50, and by my reckoning sunset was at 18:20 and it would
have been effectively dark by 18:50. I have heard of the birds arriving at their roosts after dark,
but in my experience they normally try to get there before it is quite dark. Badnam Creek is
about 13 km (nearly 9 miles) from Soberton as the Crow flies so if these birds were flying at 20
miles an hour the last of them would not have reached it until a good half-hour after dark... Of
interest to me was that John noticed one of the Egrets flying with outstretched neck (like a
Spoonbill) as it negotiated electricity pylons.
A visit to Old Idsworth Farm today found a steady westerly movement of Skylarks, provoking at
least one of the resident Skylarks into full song - the first I have heard this autumn. Meadow
Pipits were also moving but one flock of at least forty had stopped to feed in a field of young
Rape. A similar flock of around 15 Linnet were interested in what was presumably a new sown

field on the ridge of Idsworth Down (not part of the farm I was visiting), and everywhere I heard
Chaffinch and Pied Wagtail which had not been present last month and are probably
continental birds. A few resident Yellowhammer were present with Goldfinch heard as usual.
Other birds that I was not expecting were a Buzzard which seemed to have based itself in the
western fields of the farm (by the road north of Idsworth Chapel), and a flock of 8 Mistle Thrush
flying west (at first I assumed they were Fieldfare but the only one to identify itself by sound was
a Mistle Thrush). Nuthatch, Green and Great Spotted Woodpecker were all heard, as was a
single Marsh Tit and a few Bullfinch (heard in at least two places).
THU 09 OCT
Skylark could be heard flying over my garden this morning and a Starling was singing strongly
from a chimney pot as if thinking of nesting in it, while Chiffchaff song from the Hayling Billy line
is unlikely to have been provoked by thoughts of nesting. The regular flock of around 15
House Sparrows which, with a group of six Collared Doves, regularly come to breakfast in my
garden were present as usual but there are few Woodpigeon or Blackbirds at the moment. +++
In nearby Lymbourn Road Martin Hampton also noted more birds than usual in or passing through
the area. In a half-hour period around 9am at least 14 Skylark flew over, a few House Martins
were in the air, and gardens were full of small birds not usually resident there. A couple of
Chiffchaff and a Coal Tit were singing and several SongThrushes had suddenly appeared in a
large garden (until recently the church Rectory) where an equally unusual Nuthatch was with a
Tit flock. +++
Martin goes on to say that he sees a Sparrowhawk over that part of Havant almost daily at the
moment, but hardly ever sees a Kestrel, but this could be just a local impression of the relative
population sizes, so he would welcome any hard facts with which to answer a question recently
put to him by a non-birder - namely are Kestrels still the commonest raptor in the British Isles?
+++
I can certainly remember frequent sightings of Kestrel hovering over motorway verges, and these
seem to have ceased, but I know from recent personal experience of our CBC survey of the
Warblington Farm fields here in Havant that Kestrels can be nesting in an area but hardly ever
seen there, either hunting or commuting between nest and more distant hunting areas - this
year the falcons nested in Warblington Castle tower but I only saw a Kestrel once during the ten
statutory visits to these fields (each visit lasting around four hours). Sparrowhawks on the
other hand seem to go out of their way to make their presence known. Only last week John
Firth put the following message on HOSLIST .. ‘Is it me or is there a scarcity of Kestrels this
year in Hants or maybe nationwide? I have only seen one or two this year but plenty of
Buzzards noticed. Travelled to Scotland and back last week by road and never saw one
although saw plenty of Buzzards, Sparrowhawk, even an Osprey’ +++
I have looked at various tables of population changes in recent copies of BTO News but I still feel
none the wiser. The one thing I have learnt from trying to find an answer to this question is that
Kestrels are partial migrants - the majority are probably resident but a signifricant number do
come to Britain from the continent in the winter months. Sparrowhawks, on the other hand, are
much more static.
Bob Chapman’s regular bulletin from Farlington Marshes that numbers of both Brent and Wigeon
remain low in Langstone Harbour. Last autumn, on 4 Oct 2002, Bob wrote .. ‘Wigeon have
reached at least 1600 and Brent numbers are now close to 2000’. Today he says there are still
no more than 150 Brent and 450 Wigeon in the harbour. Bob also gives us interesting news
from last Sunday (Oct 5) when 2 Merganser and an Avocet were seen in the harbour off the
Point of the Marshes where a Whimbrel was assumed to be the regular wintering bird that will
not move on until next spring.
On the Lake, also on Sunday, a ‘half-size’ Canada Goose (of the ‘minima’ race sometimes called
a Cackling Canada Goose) was present with a flock of Canadas. At a guess this was the same
bird that was in Emsworth Harbour on Sept 8 and when I reported that I added .. ‘As far as I can
see this is the first 'minima' Canada Goose to be seen in Hampshire since 1999 when one was
seen by Kevin Stouse on the Lower Posbrook Farm fields at Titchfield in early November and
had been seen by Paul Winter at the Lower Test in September of that year. Prior to that there
was one on the IBM Lake in the autumn of, I think, 1997.’ In the last few days a Greylag has

also been seen with the Canadas. +++
The official Titchfield Haven website, which was last updated on Aug 26, has today been brought
up to last Sunday (Oct 5) and contains a lot of new info to go into my database for future
reference, but I could only see two items in the update that are likely to be of current interest.
The first was an interesting early date for Bearded Tits to be thinking of dispersal from the
Haven reedbeds - on Sep 20 there is a brief mention of ‘high flying Bearded Tits’ but no
indication as to whether any were seen to set on their long journey on that or any subsequent
date. +++
The other item, again rather negative, is that there is only one report of a count of Yellow Wagtails
going to roost in the Haven reedbeds. Last year this same source reported a count of 440
Yellow Wagtails going to roost in the evening of 7 Sep 2002. This year the one count was
dated Aug 29 and was of just 36 birds. This caused me to look at other counts for this year, and
the highest I can find for Hampshire was of 60 at Hook/Warsash on both Aug 24 and 25 with a
similar count of 60, also on the Aug 24, being the highest Sussex count (recorded at
Pulborough Brooks). The highest count at Titchfield Haven which I have seen this autumn was
of 40 on Sep 13. Of the 122 Hampshire and Sussex records of Yellow Wagtails I have seen
this autumn (since Aug 1) only 12 counts exceed 20 birds in number, hardly an encouraging
picture for the declining population of this lovely bird.
WED 08 OCT
One or maybe two Lapland Buntings were seen today in the Milford on sea area (west of the
Lymington Marshes) by Marc Moody - details are not complete as the news comes via Steve
Keen after he had a brief phone call from Marc, and while it is clear that Marc had two separate
sightings in two different places about a mile apart it is not certain that they were of two different
birds +++
Lapland Bunting is classified in the Hampshire Bird Report as a ‘Rare autumn passage migrant
and winter visitor’, and I see that Birds of Hampshire shows that more have been seen in
December and January (31 sightings between 1950 and 92) than in the Sept/Oct period (22
sightings) but the most recent ‘winter’ sighting that I can find is of one at Old Winchester Hill on
13 Dec 1998 with another at Warsash on 22 Dec 1997. Other recent Hampshire sightings that
I am aware of were at Bunny Meadows by the Hamble at Warsash at the end of Sept 2000 and
at Keyhaven on Nov 25 that year. In 2002 I wrote .. ‘Another good bird was in the Milford Keyhaven area on Saturday (Sep 21), seen by Steve Keen, Marc Moody and Tim Parmenter at
two different locations (probably just one bird) and all three agree that this was a Lapland
Bunting.’ There were 2 reports from the Pagham/Selsey area in early Oct 2002, and two more
from the same area in Oct 2001. +++
Keith Vinicombe writes (in the indispensable MacMillan Field Guide to Bird Identification) ..
‘Compared with Reed Bunting, Lapland is a large, bulky, broad-beamed, almost lark-like
bunting .. long wings are clearly apparent at rest ... when flushed, often gives a dry, rattling call,
variously transcribed as ti-li-li-lit, t-t-tip or ticky-ticky ... A long-winged, blunt-headed, bulky,
lark-like bunting with strong purposeful flight.’
On Hayling Island George Spraggs had a good collection of birds close to West Town station at
the southern end of the Hayling coastal path. A Sparrowhawk flew by and a Merlin was
perched in a tree not far from the big flock of Greenfinch, now numbering around 150, in the
field just west of the old rail track. Best of all was a small group of finches perched on overhead
power lines which George thought might be Serin but I suspect they may have been Siskin with
males still showing their yellow.
One should not assume that Chiffchaff or Blackcap seen at this time of year are departing
summer visitors. Both these species work a ‘two shift’ system with one shift summering here
and spending the winter in Africa, the other shift breeding in central or eastern Europe and then
travelling west to spend the winter with us. As far as the Blackcaps are concerned I understand
from Graham Roberts’ studies that the winter birds do not arrive in southern England until mid
to late November (though I find it a little surprising that with so many passerines already
flooding out of Europe the Blackcaps would choose to stay behind - maybe they do come to
England now but find plenty of food in the countryside until November when they are forced into
gardens such as Graham’s where specially baked cake is put out for them.) As far as winter

Chiffchaffs are concerned I have no information about their arrival date - I have always
assumed that the birds which arrive in September and October, apparently settling down here
and singing on most days, are summer birds which have completed their moult and sing while
they stay and feed before departing south, but it would be equally valid to assume that they are
new arrivals singing to establish winter territories as the Robins do. +++
MON 06 OCT
David Thelwell visited the Hampton Ridge area of the New Forest and found more than 70
Redwing and 5 Fieldfare there with a flock of around 40 Mistle Thrushes which (in default of
reports of flocks seen in Hampshire earlier in the autumn) were probably also strangers from
the continent. I have no idea of the origin of these birds, but the fact that they appear here
each autumn without having been seen approaching through Sussex and south east
Hampshire suggests that they are of Scandinavian origin and have come on a southwesterly
line from the east coast after crossing the North Sea from Scandinavia (in support of this theory
we have, in some recent years, heard of flocks in e.g. Oxfordshire before the first reach
Hampshire). What happens to the large numbers of thrushes that we are currently hearing of
as arriving in East Sussex I do not know, but I have noticed that many of the flocks which Cliff
Dean is currently reporting from the Hastings/Rye area are flying east rather than west! +++
SUN 05 OCT
Today brought the first Yellow-browed Warbler of the autumn to the south coast at Brownwich
near the Sea House right on the cliffs where the Brownwich stream meets the sea. +++
Nearer to Havant Pete Ryder had a good tick with a single Red Kite flying north from the
Denmead area over Hinton Daubnay
The arrival of Redwing fleeing the continental winter is graphically described today by Cliff Dean
on the SOS website. Describing the scene in the Hastings Country Park near Fairlight on the
coast east of the town Cliff writes .. ‘As soon as I arrived at 0815, it was obvious that the first
major arrival of Redwings was in progress, with frequent flocks coming in straight off the sea,
brightly lit in the clear air and calling loudly as they made landfall. +++
SAT 04 OCT
On Sep 29 I passed on details of the life history of a colour-ringed Black-tailed Godwit as recorded
in the history of its sightings, and Brian Fellows has now given me a new insight into the
movements of these birds with an example of another Godwit which he saw in Emsworth
Harbour on Sept 17, and which had beeen on the Brittany coast of the Bay of Biscay just seven
days earlier. Maybe it was aiming for Chichester Habour when it left Iceland and had to correct
a slight navigational error on arrival in Europe, maybe it was intending to go to the Brittany
coast but found oil on the beaches and thought it could do better elsewhere, or maybe it was
just exercising its right as a bird to use its wings as fancy prompted. Whatever prompted its
movement the bird’s behaviour demonstrates that a bird’s horizon is much wider than our own
...
Another item of news from Emsworth is a report of an Osprey flying south over the village last
Thursday (Oct 2). could well mean this was the ‘last of the year’ to fly over Chichester or
Langstone harbours.
PLANTS
FRI 10 OCT
A walk around the fields and woodland of Old Idsworth Farm, plus an extension over Idsworth
Down, gave me a list of 67 plants in flower today. Most of them were ‘left overs’ or second
flowerings, including at least three Harebells still looking fresh on the down with more tatty
Welted and Musk Thistles, plus things like Small Toadflax, Dwarf Spurge, and Upright Hedge
Parsley in the farmland. Plant of the day for me was Butcher’s Broom, having the first flowers
of its new season open in the woodland - and I did not have to search for them as the first spike
that I checked on each of two bushes had open flowers and many buds. The abundant fruits
included not only a lot of still very edible Blackberries but also Spindle Berries at their best.
WED 08 OCT
A brief stop in the Fort Nelson carpark at the west end of Portsdown above Fareham in today’s
sunshine found Wild Marjoram still flowering well and lots of bright blue on the rather battered
plants of Vipers Bugloss. Hawkweed Oxtongue was still fresh and showy in the carpark bays

and three thistle species (Dwarf, Creeping and Spear) still had flowers as did several plants of
Burnet Saxifrage. One or two plants of Melilot had a few flowers but they also had mature
seeds whose brown (not black) colour helped to distinguish them as Ribbed, not Tall, Melilot.
MON 06 OCT
At this time of year all sorts of unexpected plants may indulge in a second flowering when
prompted by some rain and still warm sunshine so I’m pretty sure that anyone out to compile a
list of flowering plants this week could fairly easily find 50 species - last Saturday the Havant
Wildlife Group found 48 species in one location at Chichester, yesterday visits to three areas
gave me a list of around 55, and today Richard Carpenter remarks that the dreaded Himalyan
Balsam (not on other lists) was still flowering by the Brownwich stream west of Titchfield
Haven.
SUN 05 OCT
My own list of flowering plants for today included Trifid Bur-Marigold and Meadow Sweet flowering
well on plants which have grown in the last few weeks after clearance of other vegetation from
the Langbrook stream where it runs under the A27 at Havant, and in the stretch down to the
Langstone Technology Park approach road. In Havant itself Wall Lettuce is still flowering from
pavement cracks, and in Stansted Forest I was surprised to see Guernsey Fleabane flourishing
on the northern edge of Stansted Forest near Warren Down - this plant has had an explosive
expansion in numbers around Langstone Harbour in recent years and now seems to be
spreading inland. +++
Not a flowering plant, but a foretaste of one of the first flowers of the 2004 season, was the sight of
fresh Lesser Celandine leaves on plants by the Lymbourne stream in Havant where I usually
find the very first flowers in December - maybe they will be even earlier this winter.
SAT 04 OCT
The Havant Wildlife Group visited the Chichester gravel pit lakes today and found Guernsey
Fleabane well established there. Among their list of 48 flowering plants Field Madder made a
colourful item and Celery-leaved Buttercup was another which surprised me.
INSECTS

FRI 10 OCT
My insect sightings in the Idsworth area north of Rowlands Castle in today’s dull conditions were
few but there was one battered Common Blue on Idsworth Down, three or four Small Whites in
the valley fields, and what I think were two male Vapourer moths (which typically never stopped
to give me a good look!) in the rides of Huckswood. I also noticed a QueenWasp seemingly
having dreams of new nest as she walked around on the wood of a gateway - not attemptingg
to chew it (I don’t think that is her job) but equally not likely to find a winter hibernation hideway
in this exposed situation which should be her current objective. +++
Mention of the Queen Wasp came to mind when talking to Michael Prior (Head Forester of
Stansted Forest) today. In the course of converstion he clarified two things concerning Hornets
which I had heard earlier via the Friends of Stansted Forest. The first was a report of Hornets
killing (or at least damaging the growth) of young Ash trees. Michael had seen several
damaged trees, and had heard various theories about this type of damage from eminent
Forestry authorities, before he discovered the true cause during this summer. Early in the
summer he happened to be in the Stansted Arboretum passing under a special Weeping Ash
(a cultivar called ‘Pendula’ grafted on a Common Ash trunk) when he heard humming and
rasping sounds. Looking up he saw many Hornets attacking the young bark (chewing it to
carry home mouthfuls of building material for their nest) and on later inspection he found the
damage to the bark was identical to that seen on the Common Ashes which had lost their value
as timber. The other thing that I had not heard properly from the ‘Friends’ was about a Hornet
nest built this year in the Forest in which I had heard was a Barn Owl nest, but which Michael
told me (as I suspected) was in a Barn Owl nest box - likely to have been a drier and less
exposed situation than some big hole in an ancient tree. +++
WED 08 OCT
Warm sunshine and a light wind combined to bring out around 8 Common Blues - all very battered
by now - in the downland turf of Portsdown below the Fort Nelson carpark when I made a brief

midday stop there today. Surprisingly the only other butterfly seen by me there was a single
Small White, but back in my Havant garden fresh specimens of Red Admiral and Painted Lady
were sunning themselves and several Small Whites flew by.
TUE 07 OCT
In the Basingstoke area Jonathan Forsyth saw 3 Speckled Wood butterflies causing me to have a
look back at this year’s records to see when we might expect the ‘end of the line’ for this
species which has been seen in every week from Mar 6 to the present other than week 10
(there was a gap between Bill Marjeram’s first sighting at Titchfield Haven on Mar 6 until Adrian
Hoskins set the ball rolling with some in Havant Thicket on Mar 23) and week 26 (first week of
July when the second brood had finished and the main summer third brood had not yet
emerged). Speckled Wood has been seen well into November in four of the last six years
(2002 - 1997) for which we have Hampshire Butterfly Reports and it would seem that there is
still a chance (made the more likely by this year’s extraordinary second brood of White
Admirals) that a fourth brood of Speckled Wood is still to come....
MON 06 OCT
Both Painted Lady and Red Admiral visited my garden in Havant
SUN 05 OCT
I don’t know when we will hear the last report of a Hummingbird Hawkmoth for this year but one
was still flying in Tony Wilson’s garden in the Hangleton area of Hove today, along with at least
one Clouded Yellow, and at Pagham Harbour Derek Mills had some 5 Clouded Yellows and 6
Red Admirals. Another late sighting of a Hummingbird Hawkmoth was recorded by Chris Davis
at Seaford in East Sussex last Friday (Oct 3).
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 10 OCT
Happening to be in contact with Michael Prior, head Forester of Stansted Forest with a
professional interest in both Squirrels and Deer, I put to him a couple of questions that have
arisen recently in these notes. On the subject of Muntjac Michael had previously told me (a
couple of years or more ago) that he had no evidence that any were in our area, but when I
quoted to him Sue Drewett’s recent clear sighting of a pair feeding in her garden (on the edge
of the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Sep 23) he said that, although he has not yet come
across any himself, he has recently heard two other reports from reliable observers of sightings
in the southern part of the Hampshire/Sussex border. It sounds as if those reports will not be
the last ... +++
On the other more abstruse question of the origin of the Squirrel tails left lying (without any
Squirrel bodies present) in a couple of gardens, this year, Michael could not give a confident
answer but he did add a further mystery to the subject. He says he has found corpses of very
dead Squirrels with their tails still attached (showing that they do not tend to drop off when the
animal dies) but he did say that, after the Squirrel shoots he is obliged to undertake from time to
time to protect his trees, he tries to minimise the damage to wildlife by putting out the corpses
in places where they will be seen by Buzzards. Although he cannot be sure they are all eaten
by Buzzards he has been puzzled to find that a number of these corpses have been carried off
leaving the tails behind. I’m not sure that helps towards a solution of why, when and how these
tails become detached - it merely seems to deepen the mystery!
SUN 05 OCT
A great mass of very fresh Honey Fungus greeted me as I stepped into the northern edge of
Stansted Forest near Warren Down today - not exciting as a major find it was nevertheless an
impressive sight.

WEEK 40 SEPT 29 - OCT 5 (Edited Version)
BIRDS

FRI 03 OCT
Although Dave Unsworth was the first to see a Redwing back in Hampshire (at Bishopstoke,
Eastleigh, on Sep 26) I am delighted to hear that early this morning Jeff Goodridge had five of
them fly over his Horndean home by the old A3 road running north from Portsmouth. In recent
autumns we have had to listen to many reports of Redwing and Fieldfare pouring west through
the northern parts of the New Forest for weeks before we see them here in south east
Hampshire so it is a welcome change to hear the first two reports both coming from places east
of the Itchen, and strengthening north west winds this weekend may well send more of them
our way from Scandinavia and the North Sea. If the wind is not too strong I will be out listening
for their whistling contact calls coming from the night sky. +++
We know where the Redwing come from, but the origins of a Black Kite which Simon Woolley saw
at Lane End Down (east of Winchester) at lunch time today are more mysterious. It was in
company with a Red Kite and it seems likely that it is the same bird which turned up in the
Cheesefoot Head area in October 2002 and remained there until the end of February, often in
the company of a Red Kite and sometimes with what appeared to be a hybrid juvenile which
could have completed an unusual family unit. Looking back I see that the Black Kite was
reported 21 times between Jan 19 (when it was ‘discovered’ by Mike Rafter’s wife before locals
revealed that it had been there since the previous October) and Feb 25. Since February there
have been four reports of single Black Kites in Hampshire during March, April , May and July at
Titchfield Haven, Hurst Spit, Millersford Bottom in the New Forest near Fordingbridge, and the
M27 Junction 3 (where the M271 heads south into Southampton). There is no evidence that
these four were the same bird, but if they were these four points are rougly equidistant from the
mid-point on the Cadnam to Lyndhurst stretch of the A337, not that I am one to start any
rumours... (and not forgetting that several sightings of Black Kite in the Beachy Head area are
now attributed to a Falconer’s escape as jesses have now been seen on that bird). +++
42 Eider were seen by Richard Carpenter today on the water off Titchfield Haven where the
highest count in September was just 23 (seen by John Shillitoe on Sep 17 - there has been no
official news on the Haven website since Aug 26) but I remain to be convinced that these are
newly returned birds from outside the Solent rather than the result of local movements within
the Solent. With 209 reports of these birds in the Solent this year we have a reasonable picture
of their numbers and movements and this seems to show a large, volatile, flock moving freely
from east to west and back, and normally spilt into several smaller flocks. Just taking the
highest reported counts for each month we see there were 80 off Titchfield Haven in Jan, then
145 off Chilling in Feb before we had the peak count of 191 at Hurst in March. For each of April
(130), May (54) and June (34) the high counts came from the Titchfield end but in July (44),
Aug (41) and Sept (40) they were back at the Keyhaven end so it is reasonable that the
pendulum should have swung east again in October to give Richard’s count today. When the
figure jumps above 100 I will be prepared to admit that passage birds or winter visitors have
appeared in the Solent to swell the figures as they did in the Feb-Apr period. +++
Richard also saw 2 Yellow Wagtails still at the Haven, and he adds a very interesting comment
about Peregrine hunting tactics, saying .. ‘2 Peregrines seen twice hunting, apparently as a
team, with the first bird appearing and causing consternation and the second appearing shortly
afterwards to take advantage of the situation: I have noted this several times in the past two
years.’ +++
I have certainly heard of Merlin pairs hunting together, the one driving prey towards the other, and
it may be of interest to repeat what I wrote on Jan 15 this year when I said ... Another
fascinating thread in current Hoslist discussion concerns the habit which some raptors have of
shadowing other creatures likely to flush from the ground prey items for them to catch (it seems
that the same discussion is also current in the columns of British Birds magazine). Most of the
observations concern Merlins shadowing Hen Harriers as the Harriers quarter the ground - by
flying behind and above the Harrier the Merlin has an excellent chance of catching small birds
put up by the Harrier. It seems that Sparrowhawks also adopt this practice, and that while Hen
Harriers are the most common 'flushers' any ground hunting bird will do (an example is quoted
of a Merlin shadowing a Rough-legged Buzzard in Sweden). My own observation in the past
of a Kestrel 'mugging' a Barn Owl which had just caught a Vole must fall into the same

category, and Richard Jacobs quotes a very interesting local observation he made last
Saturday (Jan 11). He says .. 'Mike Rafter and I were intrigued to watch a Red Kite closely
follow a Roe deer across ploughed, stubble and grass fields on Saturday. It constantly flew
about 3m. above/behind the deer for about 1km. Maybe it was hoping the deer would flush out
easily caught prey (or keel over for a ready-made meal !) or maybe it didn't like the deer on its
territory.'
Late this afternoon I took a break and went down to the shore near Langstone Mill in the hopes of
getting my first view of the large flock of Bar-tailed Godwit which the Havant Wildlife Group saw
there last Saturday. The tide was well up and the Godwit were gathering to roost on the
saltings off Northney marina but my count was of around 140 Bar-tails and only 15 Black-tails
where there were 250 of each last weekend. Redshank, Oystercatcher and a few Lapwing and
Curlew were also present with hundreds of gulls that had already returned from the inland fields
where most of them feed or loaf during the day. The great majority of these were Herring and
Black-headed but Greater and Lesser Blackbacks and a few Common were present and a
scan with my scope picked out two Yellow-legs by their darker grey mantle and yellow legs
(these were with the group by the outflowing Lymbourne stream south of the Mill). Although
the time was barely 5pm the high tide and an increasing wind was bringing in a good number of
Egrets to the Wade Court trees where at least 60 arrived while I was there (but I was not
attempting a methodical count and would have expected many of them not to come to roost
until dusk a couple of hours later)
One other observation was of two Swans seen far towards Emsworth which attracted my
attention with a lot of flapping and splashing. At first I thought it was a fight but I’m pretty sure
it was an attempted rape as the two adults were intially with a group of cygnets as a family unit,
and after all the commotion they were still keeping company (though at a safe distance from
each other). +++
Another distant observation made from the Langstone pond shore was of a large finch flock on the
Northney saltings - my best guess was that I was looking at around 100 Linnet.
THU 02 OCT
Today George Spraggs had the first large flock of Brent (as far as I know) in Langstone Harbour looking from the south east shore of Langstone Harbour near North Shore Road on Hayling
George saw at least 150 Brent, the first report of more than 100 that I have heard of though
Barry Collins got close to 3 figures with a count of 83 in Chichester Harbour on Tuesday (Sep
30). +++
The field north of North Shore Road still had a big flock of Greenfinch in it today - around 100
where there had been only 50+ on Sept 28 but finches in general remain in short supply
(George remarks on the almost total absence of Chaffinches around his home on Hayling)
Finally for today Derek Mills has responded to my query about Ring-necked Parakeets in south
east Hampshire (in particular a rumoured colony in the Fareham area which I still have no
information about) with a report of having seen one fly over Farlington Marshes on Sep 7,
which reminds me that on Aug 8 when I was talking to Jason Crook on Broadmarsh (Havant)
we both saw and heard what was probably one distantly over the A27 near the A3M junction.
WED 01 OCT
Today a Pectoral Sandpiper was at the Drayton Gravel Pit to the east of Chichester, levelling the
Hampshire/Sussex score for this species this autumn at 2 all (The Hampshire ones at
Blashford Lakes and Lymington Marshes, the Sussex ones at Rye Harbour and now at
Chichester). To the east of Brighton a Little Bunting was briefly seen this morning in the
Sheepcote Valley just east of Brighton and the Purple Heron was still in the Filsham reedbed
between Bexhill and Hastings, where it arrived on Sep 27.
TUE 30 SEP
57 Brent seen in Chichester Harbour today by Barry Collins was the first sizeable flock that I have
heard of, and in Pagham Harbour a Red-throated Diver and a drake American Wigeon were
two more reminders that we are now slipping into winter mode though the diver could well be
the same bird that was seen in or off Pagham Harbour three times in June, once at the end of
July and again ten days later in early August (so probably it has been off the south coast all
summer) +++

Here in Havant Martin Hampton yesterday had a Ring-necked Parakeet flying over his home in
Lymbourn Road. He says this is the first he has seen over Havant but it is certainly not the first
ever to visit the town - in the early 1970s two of them would come to our bird table almost every
morning in the winter and there have been several local reports in more recent years, including
a report of possible breeding in the roof of a house on the south slope of Portsdown (the
milkman was said to have seen the birds entering and leaving the roof on several mornings).
This year, in response to reports of one of these Parakeets being seen over Selsey, Owen
Mitchell commented (on 6 Sep) that he had not seen that one but .. ‘One of my Hampshire
birding friends tells me there are some around Fareham, which are probably the closest ones
to us. It certainly wakes the neighbours, screeching away at 06.30 this morning !’ I have not
heard any reports from the Fareham area and would welcome any news of them anywhere in
south east Hampshire.
Finally for today Simon Boswell recently took the Portsmouth - Le Havre ferry and recorded a
tremendous list of birds seen from it. Just to pick out a few there were 4 Leach’s Petrels, 167
Little Gulls, 148 Great Skuas (plus 4 Arctic, 3 Poms and a possible Long-tailed) with one
Balearic Shearwater. It seems he was lucky as others making the same trip have seen very
little!
MON 29 SEP
A few more Brent are appearing along the coast but so far I have not heard of any flocks larger
than the 15 seen in Langstone Harbour last week. Today Barry Collins had 14 in Chichester
Harbour seen from Thorney Island and he had 12 there yesterday when Val Lowings reported
5 at the mouth of the Beaulieu River and George Spraggs had 10 flying north along the west
Hayling shore towards the Oysterbeds. Also yesterday Cliff Oakley saw 13 in Pagham
Harbour.
SUN 28 SEP
Over in Sussex today brought an Osprey to Thorney Island where Barry Collins also had 130
Greenshank and 2 Spotted Redshank as well as the 12 Brent (mentioned above in Monday’s
notes) with Whinchat, Wheatear and Sandwich Tern to show that summer is not quite over.
+++
Pagham Harbour was the destination of the Petersfield Wildlife Group today, and Cliff Oakley has
given me a full list of their sightings from which I have picked out impressive totals of 600
Wigeon, 95 Cormorant, 70 Egrets and a flock of 25 Pintail. Less numerous birds of interest
were an Eider, a Curlew Sandpiper, a late Reed Warbler and two Spotted Flycatchers as well
as 3 Shelduck (juveniles?), 2 Reed Buntings, 8 Knot and 24 House Martins +++
SAT 27 SEP
The Havant Wildlife Group walked from Langstone to Nore Barn on the western edge of
Emsworth today, hearing the Cetti’s Warbler singing at Langstone Pond and then seeing the
first major flock of some 250 Bar-tailed Godwit off the Warblington shore just east of Langstone
- the only other flocks reported so far were of 50 in Langstone Harbour on Aug 15 (WeBS
count) and 40 in the same place on Aug 25. Equally interesting to me was that there was also
a flock of around 250 Black-tailed Godwit in the same place - normally this part of the harbour
has a flock of not more then 50 Blackwits in the winter, so maybe some of Bob Chapman’s
missing birds have moved here from Farlington Marshes (though I would have thought they
would return to Farlington for their high tide roost). Coming back this way at high tide some of
the group had another unusual sight for this part of the Warblington shore - a Kingfisher flying
over the harbour to perch in a tree near the end of Pook Lane and then plunge into the sea to
catch a fish from this perch. Near Warblington Church the group saw a Buzzard fly south west
overhead towards Hayling Island, seemingly carrying prey in its talons.
Just inland of Havant, in the Cowplain area of Waterlooville, Jeff Goodridge noted 14 Siskin and a
Yellow Wagtail flying over, while further inland at Catherington Down his best sighting was of 7
Bullfinch (they do seem more than usually numerous at the moment). Surprisinly there was not
a single Yellowhammer on the down but a Chiffchaff was singing, a female Blackcap was in the
bushes and a Grey Wagtail flew over (not a resident of this dry area). A lot of Grey Wagtail

seem to be on the move currently and they have recently become an almost daily sight/sound
over my Havant garden.
PLANTS

MON 29 SEP
Following up a phone call from Gywnne Johnson telling me of what the Havant Wildlife Group had
seen when walking through the fields of Warblington Castle Farm on their way from Langstone
to Emsworth last Saturday I visited the large arable field along the southern edge of which runs
the footpath from Warblington Church to Nore Barn at Emsworth (the other fields in this stretch
of the path are grazing meadows). As I had been told, there was no difficulty in finding many
plants of an unusual ‘rayed’ form of Groundsel in the stubble beside the path - I walked east in
the stubble a few yards north of the path and returned west along a line perhaps twenty yards
north of the path, finding a total of 68 examples of this form. There must have been hundreds
more that I did not see in this large field - they formed perhaps 1% of the thousands of
Groundsel plants growing here at the moment.
The Hants Flora names this rayed form (in which the flowers look like a minature Ragwort rather
than having the rayless normal flower of Groundsel which has disk florets only and whose
flowers thus look like shaving brushes) as Senecio vulgaris var hibernicus and shows that it is
not too uncommon in coastal areas, being recorded from 19 Tetrads of Vice County 11 (South
Hampshire) but only 2 tetrads in North Hampshire. The flora goes on to say that there is
evidence that this form has arisen by introgression from Oxford Ragwort. To save you looking
up the word introgression Stace defines it as hybridisation followed by back crossing..(does
that mean that we also have some strange Groundsel-like plants of Oxford Ragwort in our
area?).
Gwynne had also seen Field Woundwort in this field (I have seen it fairly abundantly in other fields
of this farm in several recent years but during my search for Groundsel I only saw one plant
here). Other late flowering plants hereabouts were Ladies Bedstraw and Agrimony, while
along the shore there was a good chance to compare Sea Aster with Michaelmas Daisy, and
for people who do not regularly visit the shore the Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant growing on the east
wall of the Royal Oak pub had a few of its clourful flowers on show.
SUN 28 SEP
In Emsworth Russian Comfrey is still flowering at the Brook Meadow.
INSECTS

FRI 03 OCT
Walking round Thorney Island today Barry Collins found seven butterfly species still on the wing,
including 5 Common Blue which I thought to be late in the year but on checking the Hampshire
butterfly reports for the past 7 years I see that the ‘normal’ last date is in mid-October (two
years have November dates and in only one year is the last date as early as Sep 30). +++
Barry’s count of Clouded Yellows went up from 17 last Tuesday to 23 today (two Helice females
among them), strongly suggesting that they are moving south, building up numbers at coastal
sites. Only one Painted Lady was seen, along with 2 Small Coppers.
TUE 30 SEP
17 Clouded Yellows were seen on Thorney Island by Barry Collins today, causing me to check
back through the ten previous reports of them on that island since they first appeared there on
July 27 to confirm that this is the largest total so far, which it is. Barry did see 11 on Aug 2 and
10 on Sep 14, but his counts of 13 there yesterday and 17 today suggest to me that these
insects have started their usual attempt at a southward return migration and will now be piling
up at coastal sites until a favourable northerly wind sets in (forecast for the coming week end).
+++
These Clouded Yellows were only one of 9 butterfly species seen on Thorney Island today, the
others were 4 Wall Brown, 4 Small Heath, 2 Small Copper and 2 Common Blue (Barry had six
of these yesterday) and 2 Painted Ladies as well as the more expected Red Admirals (9) and
Speckled Wood (16 - the same number that he had there a fortnight ago) and Small White (7).

SAT 27 SEP
Further news of this year’s unusual second brood of White Admirals comes from Pamber Forest
in the north of Hampshire (undated info from the warden, Graham Dennis, via Tim Norris), and
Mark Litjens passes on news that the first ever occurrence of a second brood is being
celebrated in Denmark.
OTHER WILDLIFE

SUN 28 SEP
Depite the usual fears that the Water Vole population at Emsworth might have suffered a setback
from the necessary annual weed clearance by the Environment Agency (they take care to cut
one bank only in sensitive areas) and from the low water level (hardly enough to submerge a
Water Vole in some parts of the River Ems at the moment) there has been at least one sighting
in the river this week while a check on the Peter Pond areas on the other side of Brook Meadow
shows many signs of several voles currently present there - maybe they have sensibly crossed
the meadow to a better home for the time being.
A less rare creature seen on Portsdown Hill today by Alan Thornbury was a Common Lizard - I
suspect hundreds of these escape our notice, vanishing into the undergrowth on hearing our
approaching footsteps long before we get a chance to see them.
EXTRAS
Subj: Ralph Hollins 05/10 20:00
A couple of local walks around Havant and a short visit to the Warren Down area of Stansted today
gave me a list of some 55 flowering plants. Most unexpected was Trifid Bur-Marigold newly
flowering in the Langbrook stream under the A27 (where the light gets through a gap).
Meadowsweet was also newly flowering after clearance of the stream about a month ago. Of
interest were the first leaves of Lesser Celandine just appearing by the Lymbourne stream where it
will flower in December. Also of interest to me was to find quite a few plants of Guernsey Fleabane
in the northern fringe of Stansted Forest (south of Warren Down). This find and yesterday's find at
the Chichester Lakes seem to indicate a further spread of this plant in from the coast. Where we
climbed the stile into the Forest from Warren Down there was a huge display of fresh Honey
fungus in two distinct areas
Subj: Gwynne Johnson 04/10 21:00
Report from Chichester Lakes (Havant Wildlife Group walk) 48 flowering plant species of which the
most unexpected were Celery-leaved Buttercup and Burnet Saxifrage. Field Madder was making
a pretty show and Guernsey Fleabane was probably a newcome to this site as the plants spread
inland from the coast.
Gwynne also remarked on a family group of Great Crested Grebes and some Gadwall but bird
news is to come from Brian
====================================
Subj: Rosemary Webb 04/10 20:59
Seen on the road outside her house today - a Convolvulus Hawkmoth caterpillar seeking a place to
pupate in the soil. In her garden she had six butterfly species - Holly Blue 1, Clouded Yellow 1,
Painted Lady, and several Red Admirals, Speckled Wood and Small White. Also in the garden a
group of around 9 Goldcrest (new migrants?) and a family of Great Spotted Woodpeckers
Subj: Brian Fellows 03/10 22:50
FRIDAY OCTOBER 3 EMSWORTH HARBOUR
11.00-12.00 low water. Calm and warm. Observations from the marina seawall
Count details: Little Egret 6, Grey Heron 1, Oystercatcher 9, Grey Plover 3, Black-tailed Godwit 35
(c-ringed 1), Curlew 7, Redshank 84, Greenshank 8 (c-ringed 4), Black-headed Gull nc, Common
Gull nc, Herring Gull nc, Great Black-backed Gull 1.
Colour-ringed birds. Black-tailed Godwit LY+RO. Ringed on 11.6.03 at Langhús, Fljót, N-Iceland
66 03N 19 07W as an adult breeding male. Sightings since then: 30.7.03 Sidlesham Ferry Pool,

Pagham Harbour, West Sussex S Eng. 10.9.03 Marais du Saint Yves, W Fra W France. 17-Sep-03
Emsworth Harbour.
Birds sometimes go back and forth between S-England and W-France like that.
Greenshank LO+GY - Previously seen here 31.10.02 and 5.9.03.
Greenshank RY+YO - Previously seen here 10 times since 15.8.02.
Greenshank RY+RY - Not previously seen here
Greenshank RY+OL - Not previously seen here
BROOK MEADOW
Common Darter - 5 pairs in tandem with red male in front and brown female behind, flicking the
wter. Water Vole trails visible through the mats of Duckweed on the river.
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 - Brian’s Report CHICHESTER GRAVEL PITS
14 people attended this morning’s walk around Chichester Gravel Pits by the Havant Wildlife
Group. The weather was fine and not so cold as was forecast. As usual at this time of the year
the lakes were packed with Coot – several hundred at a guess. Also, on the lakes, but in far fewer
numbers were Cormorant, Mute Swan, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Great Crested Grebe and
Pochard. 2 Greylag Geese on East Trout Lake were a suprise. About 50 Shoveler were on New
Lake along with a pair of Great Crested Grebe with 2 young still with striped heads. We saw just
1 Little Grebe and 1 Wigeon. A Kingfisher was seen on Ivy Lake. A flock of 120 Canada Geese
flew into Ivy Lake while we were there.
Off the lakes we saw both Great Spotted Woodpecker and Green Woodpecker and had good
views of 2 Chiffchaff and several Long-tailed Tits flitting around together in a tree. A total of 37
bird species were recorded during the walk. A pair of Red Foxes were on the northern bank of Ivy
Lake.
Gwynne Johnson kept a list of the flowering plants. 48 flowering plant species of which the most
unexpected were Celery-leaved Buttercup and Burnet Saxifrage. Field Madder was making a
pretty show and Guernsey Fleabane was probably a newcome to this site as the plants spread
inland from the coast.

BIRDS

WEEK 39 SEPT 22 – 28 (Edited Version)

FRI 26 SEP
Now that the Testwood Lakes site at Totton has been officially opened I hope we will be hearing
lots of bird news from visitors who can now walk around the complex and will hopefully add to
the information we already get each week from Ian Pibworth’s Sunday visits. Although I have
not visited the site as yet I see from the official leaflet that parking space is provided for visitors
and that there is easy road access from the roundabout on the A36 in the northern part of
Totton - you just turn east into Brunel Road which serves the Calmore Road industrial estate
and where Brunel Road turns right you go straight ahead into the Testwood Lakes site (note
that opening hours are 9am-4pm from October to March and 8am-6pm in the summer). As well
as the two large lakes close to the entrance (whose main purpose is to store fresh water for the
public water supply) there is a specially designed wetland wildlife area with a bird hide to the
north of the lakes. Further north , close to the M27, is another large water body (Meadow Lake)
which is described as the centrepiece of the nature conservation area, but the footpaths
marked on the site guide map stop at the bird hide to the south of Meadow Lake and it would
appear that you cannot walk around this lake though hopefully you can view it from the bird
hide. +++
As well as the road entrance from Brunel Road you can walk into the site on a footpath from
Nursling Mill on the east side of the River Test, but it would appear that the footpath marked on
the HWT reserves guide as ‘to Testwood Lakes’ from the Lower Test reserve takes you there
via a half mile stretch of the industrial estate service road. Another query that has been in my
mind over the boundaries of this site is answered by the leaflet and that is that the large
Broadlands Lake which you see from the M27 immediately west of the River Test is not part of

the site (it is not even indicated on the site map!). The site is owned and managed by Southern
Water - as I understand it the Wildlife Trust plays an advisory role but this is not an HWT
reserve. +++
As a starter to the increased bird news we should get from this site Simon Harthill tells us that one
of the local Peregrines was seen bathing in one of the lakes on Wednesday and today 6
Black-tailed Godwit, 3 Green and 2 Common Sandpipers could be seen from the bird hide
along with a Little Egret and a Buzzard.
THU 25 SEP
Bob Chapman’s latest news from Farlington Marshes, published today, includes the first confident
report that migrant Brent Geese are back in Langstone Harbour. He says that first arrived on
Sept 19 and that up to 15 have been seen in the harbour so far. This confirmation of their
arrival makes it likely that the 4 Brent which George Spraggs saw from the west Hayling shore
on the evening of Sept 18 were new arrivals rather than summering birds, and that George was
the first to observe their arrival. +++
On Farlington Marshes Bob now has 260 Wigeon and 40 Pintail - these sound like good numbers
but Bob’s equivalent bulletin issued on 27 Sep 2002 included .. ‘Wigeon remain at over 1300,
Brent are close to 1000 and Pintail 60+ and Teal 400+ are all increasing. The Black-necked
Grebes are now up to 8’
WED 24 SEP
With night-time temperatures beginning to fall towards freezing point it is not too surprising to hear
that a single Redwing was seen at Hastings this morning by Andrew Grace, though the
presence of a Grasshopper Warbler in the same area showed that winter is not yet here. Birds
of Hampshire tells us that the first Redwing do normally turn up in late September, ‘often a few
days before the first Fieldfare’.
Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven heard both Great Tit and Dunnock singing. In my notes for
last Sunday I reported that Brian Fellows had also heard Dunnock song at Emsworth but before
we assume that they will soon be heard more widely we should be aware that it is not
uncommon for one or two isolated bursts of Dunnock song to be heard in September, October
and November but their regular daily song does not normally start until early December (maybe
late November). +++
In West Sussex a Short-eared Owl seen today at Pulborough Brooks was the first at that site this
autumn.
Near the mouth of the Hamble river daily counts of Black-tailed Godwit have been around the 100
mark since Sep 6 (when Graham Osborne found 99 present) and were still up to 109 on Sep
22, but today Bob Marchant could only see 13 there. Maybe they were just round the corner
out of sight but they, like the Redwing, may have felt the nip of winter air overnight and revised
their opinions on where to spend the winter. It will be interesting to see if numbers at Farlington
Marshes (where Bob Chapman thinks he is a couple of hundred short on normal numbers so
far this autumn) increase with the arrival of cooler weather.
TUE 23 SEP
The first sign of migrant Brent Geese reaching the south coast usually comes with small parties
flying along the Sussex shoreline and it may well be that Keith Hackett had the honour of
seeing the very first today but the brief report on the SOS website just shows 1 Brent Goose in
his list of sightings at Pett Level.
The first waves of Brent may have been delayed this year by good weather allowing them to stop
off for longer than usual en route to us but it has not stopped plenty of duck reaching us, and I
see that today brought Pulborough Brooks their first small party of some 10 Pintail to join 70
Wigeon and around 350 Teal at that site +++
Closer to us in Havant another Osprey visited Thorney Island today, seen by Barry Collins along
with a Redstart, a Whitethroat and 5 Wheatears.
At Cams Bay on Fareham Creek Trevor Carpenter found the 13 Golden Plover which had arrived
there on Sunday (Sep 21) were today up to 35 in number. 24 Wigeon and 135 Redshank were
also there, the Wigeon being the first back at this regular winter site (the party of 82 seen
nearby in Portsmouth Harbour on Sep 13 presumably left the area for good when disturbed by
a boatload of people landing on Pewit Island - supposedly a ‘no landing’ nature reserve!). +++

Also in the Cams Bay area was a flock of at least 70 Greenfinch showing that these birds, which
are normally a frequent sight in large flocks along the seawalls in autumn, have not vanished
from the face of the earth. During August the only flock which I heard of was 50 birds in the
Brownwich area on Aug 5 with no other flocks until Sep 13 when an estimated 60 birds were on
the south coast of the Isle of Wight, and since then no other reports until today.
The Linnet that are usually to be seen in similar numbers to the Greenfinch have been a litle more
numerous with two reports of flocks numbering 200 and 250 plus half a dozen of 50 or so, but
on checking these records I see that on Aug 26 when Paul Troake reported that flocks of Linnet
had returned to feed on the seeds of the shore plants at Rye Harbour he did not mention any
Greenfinch with them. I have read that Greenfinch mortality is normally at its highest around
April when the supply of natural wild seed is at its lowest, and maybe this year’s spring was
particularly distastous for them?
Back on Sept 9 I commented on a question concerning where House Martins spend their nights
when on migration, and related my experience of once seeing a large flock clinging to a house
wall at dawn, having spent the night there. Today the SOS website has more on this subject,
summarising what BWP has to say on the subject. This compendium of all knowledge agrees
that House Martins do not roost in reedbeds along with the Swallows and Sand Martins, and
gives trees and old House Martin nests as the two main alternatives (nowadays there are few
House Martin nests available on coastal buildings in southern England!). It goes on to say that
in bad weather they will crowd into old nests (up to 13 birds in one nest!) and will cling to walls,
but the bit which I find most interesting reads .. ‘there is circumstantial evidence of aerial
roosting viz birds descending from very high up into breeding colonies at dawn, researchers
finding these birds freezing cold to the touch.’ +++
While on this subject it may be worth quoting from the SOS website and Lawrence Holloway’s
website what they had to say on 18 Sept 2001 when low cloud and drizzle covered the south
coast. Lawrence Holloway wrote .. ‘Driving past the end of the Bognor sea-front on our way
into town, we noticed quite a few hirundines along towards the pier. On the way home, we
diverted and had a look along the seafront. It was amazing. The place was alive with House
Martins, many bombing to and fro along the beach and over the road, and hundreds clinging to
the fronts of buildings and perched along the balconies of flats’
Ian Calderwood also had an unusual sight yesterday, this time a Black Swan in flight northwards
over the Defence Munitions site on the Gosport shore of Portsmouth Harbour.
On Sunday (Sep 21) Martin Hampton was on the west Hayling shore at the north end of the old
Billy Line and noticed a collection of 8 Robins in close proximity to each other, with a similar
bunch of 5 Goldcrest in bushes nearby, and he guesses that both were probably newly arrived
migrants from the continent (about this time last year I remember finding these same bushes
filled with Blackbirds and had a similar thought). Going the other way were two Lesser
Whitethroats.
In connection with Brian Fellows report of a single Shelduck in the Oysterbeds area last Saturday
Martin shares my impression that the only Shelduck with us at the moment are those that have
been here through the summer. He says that he has recently had more than one sighting of
small groups of two or three juvenile Shelduck on the waters off the west Hayling shore, giving
me encouragement that the three young which fledged at the Budds Farm pools have survived,
maybe with others hatched around the harbour.
Finally for today I have news from Barry Collins of various sightings on Thorney Island last week.
On Sunday (Sep 21) he had a Hobby and two Whinchat, on Saturday two Marsh Harriers, and
on Friday a Wryneck which he thinks was a different bird to one seen there on Sep 15 and 16.
On Thursday (Sep 18) 350 Wigeon were present along with 4 Pintail (as he only mentions them
on the one day I presume that they had just stopped off on their journey and were away again
that night). Also on Thursday he saw 40 Bearded Tits which I guess were the product of a good
breeding season at Thorney and which are now becoming more noticeable as they think about
making their autumn dispersal flights (as those at the Lymington Marshes were doing on
Saturday - see notes for Sept 20). Two other notable sightings on Thorney were a late Turtle
Dove and 12 Knot both seen on Sep 16 (a couple of days before Brian Fellows saw his first
Knot in Emsworth Harbour).

MON 22 SEP
Between Apr 13 and May 24 reports of Little Gulls were frequent along the Hampshire coast,
particularly off Stokes Bay in the Solent where a peak count of 25 was made by Trevor
Carpenter on Apr 15. Since spring passage ended I have only heard of one being seen from
Hampshire - an odd bird seen in Southampton Water on Aug 6 - but we are coming to the time
when autumn passage, aided by gales, is likely to bring a lot more of these birds to Hampshire
waters. A single Little Gull, seen off the Hook Links this morning by Bob Marchant, could be the
first of many ... +++
SUN 21 SEP
13 Golden Plover were at Cams Bay in Fareham Creek today, making their first autumn
appearance there one day earlier than in 2001 and three days earlier than last autumn - none
were back on the mud off Langstone pond when I was there yesterday but I did see a young
Sparrowhawk make an abortive attack on one of the few Lapwings that have been there for
some time. +++
A few days ago, commenting on the abundance of raptors at this time of year, I mistakenly said
that no Little Owls had been seen in our area since the end of July - in fact I have more than a
dozen entries for August and early September, but nevertheless I think these owls have been
reluctant to show themselves during their moult and it is only now that people visiting places
like Hook Park (where two or three are usually to be seen any day that you care to look for them
during the winter and early spring) are beginning to see them again regularly. Today John
Faithfull had one at Hook (and yesterday Neil Burt saw two in different places when visitng Rye
Harbour). At Hook John also had 14 Stonechat, more than doubling the 6 which Richard
Carpenter had there a week ago. +++
At Old Winchester Hill today Mark Litjens saw a late Swift, and more significantly found that
House Martins were still outnumbering Swallows. +++
A check on the Egret roost at Tournerbury Woods on Hayling this evening gave me a count of 49
birds seen to fly in, possibly an undercount as some birds may have arrived before I did, but
reasonably close to the 56 seen there on Sept 1. My recent query as to whether it is possible to
distinguish Egrets from Spoonbills by whether they hold their necks extended or retracted
when flying has drawn a reply from Ian Calderwood, who says that his experience at the Frater
Lake/Elson Wood site on the Gosport shore of Portsmouth Harbour shows that Egrets
sometimes do fly with straight necks - Ian thinks the juveniles do this more than the adults. This
evening three of the Egrets flying in had their necks held out straight and two of these did so
when flying close past me so that I could see they did not have ‘Spoon’ Bills, furthermore these
two then retracted their necks before completing their journey to the roost. +++
As I was leaving a Peregrine flew in from the harbour and passed near the roost but without
disturbing the birds - at a guess this was a hungry juvenile hoping for supper before night
descended after an unsuccessful day’s hunting.
Another regular weekly summary came from Brian Fellows for the Emsworth Brook Meadow site,
where a single burst of Dunnock song was one of the week’s highlights +++
SAT 20 SEP
Today’s big news comes from the Lymington marshes where Steve Keen saw Hampshire’s first
autumn Savi’s Warbler at close range. He writes .. ‘Saw it for five minutes or so sat in the open
on the top wire of the fence at the SE corner of Butts Lagoon. This is only brief as I'm going out,
but I'll add to it later when I get back. Basically we're talking a rufous-brown, large, plain
Locustella. And yes I do have a better description than that, but now is not the time.’ Trevor
Carpenter has given us a list of all 15 previous Savi’s Warbler records for Hampshire, dating
from 1969 to 1992, of which 11 have been at Titchfield Haven, 3 at Farlington Marshes and just
one at Keyhaven, all of them at dates from April to July, making this the first autumn record for
the county. +++
The other big attraction for twitchers today was a Barred Warbler at Farlington Marshes - only the
8th ever to be recorded in Hampshire and the first seen here since 2000 (when one stayed at
Farlington Marshes from Oct 15 - 22). I gather that this bird was difficult to see . One of the
lucky ones was Doug Robertson, who wrote .. ‘Excellent views this afternoon of the Barred
Warbler at Farlington Marshes. It would go missing for quite a bit of time, but when it was a bit

quieter (less people) it was showing down to about 10 - 15 feet. Hope it sticks around as it was
great to watch’
The Havant Wildlife Group went to the Hayling Oysterbeds for their weekly outing this morning.
The item on their list which caught my eye was a ‘tatty Shelduck’ which I assume to have been
an adult that had not yet completed it’s moult. This is the first Shelduck I have heard of
anywhere in Langstone Harbour since July 15 when two juveniles were last seen on the Budds
Farm Pools (their parents were last seen with them on July 6). Prior to that my last records of
adults were of 7 at the Oysterbeds on June 20, and 12 at the Farlington Deeps on June 18.
The re-appearance of this bird ties in with other reports of birds popping up in the last week at
Newtown and Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight, but I feel pretty confident that these are just birds
which have stayed here during the summer (young or their few guardians) whose moult has
progressed far enough for them to get away from their summer hideouts and have a local
change of scenery. I think it will be several weeks yet until any of those which went away to
moult re-appear here.
PLANTS

FRI 26 SEP
News on the Hampshire Wildlife Trust website today includes a bulletin from the Isle of Wight in
which we are told that this summer, for the first time in 50 years, the variant of Epipactis
phyllanthes (Green-flowered Helleborine) which was at one time named the ‘Isle of Wight
Orchid’, has re-appeared in Eaglehead Copse near Brading. +++
This particular orchid species hardly ever opens its flowers and consequently it is mainly
self-pollinating within the closed flower (a process called cleistogamy), so it is not surprising
that variations in form occur in different colonies, giving botanists a problem in deciding how to
name these rather different looking plants. The consensus has been for some time to regard
them all as the same species, and to distinguish the different forms as variants. The Isle of
Wight form is thus named E. phyllanthes var Vectensis and three other variants recognised by
Stace are named Cambrensis, Pendula, and Confusa. The Hants Flora adds two more variants
- Degenera and Phyllanthes. To make matters worse the Isle of Wight variant has been found
at some seven sites on the Hampshire mainland, and as late as 1980 David Lang’s ‘Orchids of
Britain’ names the whole species as the Pendulous Flowered Orchid. +++
As a result of all this I am not sure if today’s announcement is of the first specimen of any form of
E. phyllanthes to appear on the Island since 1953, or of the first find of this variant alongside
other variants which have been regularly seen on the Island...
WED 24 SEP
Richard Carpenter visited the north west of Thorney Island today where he managed to find one
or two flowers of Golden Samphire still to be seen among the mass of dead-heads, and also
noticed Sea Purslane still flowering. Later, at Titchfield Haven, he noticed the first flowers on
the Gorse there.
News of the flowers seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds last Saturday (Sep 20) by the Havant Wildlife
Group includes Pellitory of the Wall, a plant which seems to be thriving and spreading in the
Havant area but which I have never noticed at the Oysterbeds - this plant likes dry situations
and this summer has probably been to its liking! Also on the group’s list were Viper’s Bugloss,
White Bryony, Ribbed and White Melilot, Stone Parsley, Teasel and Common Comfrey
together with Wild Radish.
I gather that some people thought they had found Rough Hawk’s-beard (as well as Beaked
Hawk’s-beard and Bristly Oxtongue) but I think it would be necessary to check the seeds to
prove the presence of Rough Hawk’s-beard. I believe it is quite common in Kent, Surrey and
Hertfordshire but the Hampshire Flora lists this plant as Rare, giving only a couple of local sites
where it has been found in the past (the church at South Boarhunt in 1988 is one and Newgate
Lane at Fareham in 1976 is another). It seems that the height of the plant, its hairiness and its
leaf shape are all insufficient to separate it from extreme versions of Beaked Hawk’s-beard,
and that the only way of being sure of its identity is to look at the seeds of which there is a good
illustration in Stace. Both plants have seeds roughly 5mm long, those of Beaked-Hawk’s-beard
having a a long thin straight ‘beak’ taking up half that length, those of Rough Hawk’s-beard

being a ‘fat pod’ for the full length.
INSECTS

THU 25 SEP
In these notes for Sep 17 Mike Wearing and Martin Hampton both commented on having seen
plumes of insects forming smoke-like spirals above trees, and wondered what species was
involved and why they made these plumes. Since then I have been told by several other
people that they have seen the same phenomenon and I have had a couple of suggestions as
to the insects involved. One suggestion was that they were flying ants, another that they were
that vague category of small flies which we all call ‘midges’.
Today Adrian Martin has forwarded to me an answer which he has obtained from a national
expert, Matt Shardlow (Conservation Director of ‘Buglife’ - The Invertebrate Conservation
Trust) which, without naming a particular species, comes down firmly on the side of these being
small male flies performing a ‘mating dance’ intended to attract the attention of females of the
same species for purposes of mating.
Starting with question of why this phenomenon is seen above tree tops, and going on to explain
the purpose of the assembly, Matt says .. ‘It is very common for flying insects to use high points
in the landscape as 'lekking' sites. These clouds of insects are displaying mating behaviour.
Mayflies and true flies (Diptera) are most commonly encountered behaving in such a way.
Mayflies often use clumps of vegetation and bushes near water, depending on the type; flies
have a wide range of point types that are used. Sometimes a passing human can become the
focus of a frenzied mating swarm, usually thinking that the flies have intentions towards them,
when actually they only have intentions for each other! Different species have distinctive
swarms that can be identified (at least partly) with practice. In most cases the swarms are
made up mostly of males with females visiting briefly.’ +++
He concludes .. ‘I cannot be sure what you have seen, I suspect that they are gnats or midges
(Diptera) of some sort.’ +++
What I learn from all this is that this form of mating display is quite common in the insect world,
being seen with the flying Ants which Piers Vigus suggested (Piers gave us a vivid example of
how humans can become unwittingly involved as ‘take off points’ and ‘updraught creators’);
with those Longhorn moths that we find in woodland in early spring; and in various species of
Diptera. The fact that we are seeing so many displays at this time of year is presumably a
reflection of prolonged high temperatures advancing the breeding cycle of these flies, bringing
out a new generation now instead of perhaps waiting until next spring. +++
Matt does not answer Martin Hampton’s original question about the dynamics of the display (is the
‘whirlwind’ shape a result of the air conditions, or is it a form ‘consciously’ adopted by the
insects - as birds to some extent chose the shape of their flocks, especially the energy saving
V-formation for long distance travel), but I think we can safely conclude that (a) the insects
chose a high point for take off to make themselves more visible to the females they want to
attract and (b) one result of using such a take-off point is that they are then at the mercy of the
air movement. The fact that we use terms such as ‘whirlwind’, ‘tornado’ or ‘smoke swirl’
indicates that the shapes which we see are probably produced by the natural movement of the
air.
Yesterday at the Hookheath nature reserve at the north foot of Portsdown Bob Chapman added a
little variety to this list with Speckled Wood and Holly Blue that are more appropriate to this
woodland site, plus one of the still omni-present Red Admirals +++
A much more unexpected addition to the September butterfly list comes via Sarah Patton who has
heard that when John Bacon was at Southsea Castle back on Sep 15 he clearly saw a Scarce
Swallowtail fly past. With a good number of reports this summer of normal Swallowtails arriving
from the continent as migrants there is a good chance that this too was a genuine migrant, but
it could also be an escape from captive breeding. I am not sure if the Butterfly House at
Cumberland House Museum in Southsea is still functioning, nor if they would have such a
species (when Peter Sewell first set it up the intention was that it should house only British
species, but Peter is now long retired and there has been lots of pressure to close down the
Cumberland House museum entirely in recent years so I do not know if that source still exists).

+++
An unexpected find was made in my own garden last Tuesday when we started work on laying a
new driveway. This involved removing a rotten gatepost and a rotten tree stump, near which
we found two male and two female Stag Beetles still looking healthy though very lethargic - we
saw no sign of eggs or larvae in the very dry rotten wood. It is probably two months since I last
saw or heard of Stag Beetles making their summer evening flights, and I presume that any
sexual activity on their part ended then or soon after, and this week’s find ties in with something
I was shown several years ago - a video clip of a very moribund Stag beetle, barely able to
move its legs, which I was assured had been filmed in November of that year. My conclusion is
that these lumbering large beetles may appear to have a short and sweet adult life of aerial
flights and love-making during a few weeks of the summer, but in fact they may then, like us
humans, spend the greater part of their lives in a state of geriatric debility, taking for ever to die.
To end on a more cheerful note I see from the Hampshire Wildlife Trust website that the Coulter’s
Dean Bank nature reserve on the downs just south of Petersfield has had a good summer for
butterflies. Most of the 11 acres of this reserve are woodland, less than half being a narrow
strip of unimproved grassland facing west, and this small area, lying between a large
beechwood and broad arable fields with no similar natural downland close to it, has
nevertheless had a good show of Duke of Burgundy, Dark Green Fritillary, Small and Chalkhill
Blues this summer. Much of the credit for this success must go to the team of volunteers led by
Di and Martin Mitchell from nearby Buriton, and if you want to learn more about this interesting
site then make a note of Feb 25 next year and come along to Warblington School (near
Warblington Station in the Havant area) when Di and Martin will be giving an illustrated talk
about the reserve. +++
WED 24 SEP
Mark Litjens has kindly sent me a copy of an entry on the ‘UK-Leps’ email group to which I do not
subscribe, the subject being this year’s unusual second brood emergence of White Admirals.
Without repeating this in detail the evidence seems to point to night time temperature and other
weather conditions as being the main factor determining when the new insects emeerge. It
seems that if you breed the larvae in warm conditions indoors it is relatively easy to get them to
emerge in the early autumn. Normally the conditions outdoors do not encourage this but in
some years they do. +++
Looking back through the annual Hampshire Butterfly Reports I see that a similar autumn
emergence in 1989 caused Matthew Oates to name his second daughter, born on Oct 10 that
year, Camilla after this butterfly species, but more to the point Matthew tells us that second
broods had been seen in Hampshire in 1935 and 1947 with at least one being seen in West
Sussex in 1976 before they were seen again in Hampshire in 1989. 1997 brought a single
report from the Isle of Wight with no more until this year when I know of two being found at
Hookheath and one at Emsworth (both in Hampshire), plus one at Forestside in Sussex and
another at Firestone Copse on the Isle of Wight. Mark Litjens info adds to this local list
sightings in Norfolk, Buckinghamshire, Warwickshire and Essex
More normal butterfly sightings today were of two Common Blues seen by Richard Carpenter at
Thorney Island, and Derek Mills, at Bentley Station Meadow, had a female Holly Blue and a
Green-veined White as well as two more Common Blues +++
Here in Havant I was interested to see that, despite having chopped down the greater part of the
Buddleia in my front garden (as part of re-laying the driveway!) I still had a Hummingbird
Hawkmoth nectaring at the only remaining flowerhead.
MON 22 SEP
Brian Fellows latest newsletter for the Friends of Brook Meadow at Emsworth remarks on the
show of large female Araneus spiders now to be seen on their orbwebs throughout the
meadow (an area of rough grassland in a lush wet site by the River Ems - not a meadow grazed
by cattle). In particular Brian mentions the many rich colours that Araneus quadratus can
appear in - he writes that they .. ‘vary greatly in colour from grey to brick red’ .. reminding me
that I have even seen one coloured bright yellow in the past.
Today Richard Carpenter notes that the colourful ‘Wasp Spider’ (Argioppe bruennichi) can still be
seen on its web placed lower and less obviously in dry grass - he saw one today at Hook - and

Brian tells me he also saw one of these near the Hayling Oysterbeds on Saturday (on a web
lacking the ‘stabilmentum’ of extra re-inforcing silk to support the place where the spider’s
weight will pull on the web as she hangs there just below the centre, waiting for the next
grasshopper to jump into the web.) +++
These spiders are beautiful to look at, and not - I think - sufficiently appreciated by most people,
so I hope those who might be interested will go and have a look for them soon as their season
is about to come to an end. The ‘Wasp Spiders’ will be the first to disappear, so as well as
looking for them on their distinctive webs (or on the ground immediately below as they often fall
to the ground and feign dead when heavy footsteps come too close) look around any area in
which you have seen the webs to see if they have laid their eggs. To do this they join together
a few grass stems at their tops (a bit like the nursery tents of the long-legged Pisaura mirabilis
which we saw back in June), and below this support they hang what is best described as a pink
chinese lantern of papery material, then lay their eggs in this container - after that they soon
die, before the spiderlings emerge. +++
After the Wasp Spiders have all vanished many of the Araneus tribe will survive, although a
casual inspection of their webs will often appear to show that the web is empty and the spider
presumably gone. Don’t be fooled - if the web is reasonably fresh check the upper ‘guy ropes’
which connect it to the vegetation that holds the web up. At the point where the guy rope meets
the foliage you will probably find a few small leaves have been tied together to form a roof over
the spider’s hide-out where she can hang, shielded from view and from any rain, with one leg
held out top touch the ‘guy rope’ through which she will immediately feel when any prey gets
caught in the net (when she will be out in a flash to deal with it). Your attempts to lure her out
by touching the web will probably fail but if you get a blade of grass and ‘tickle her tummy’ she
will pretty soon come out to show you her colours.
Portsdown Hill has probably had more than its fair share of eggs laid by migrant moths this
summer. As well as the Death’s Head Hawkmoth found at Jon Stokes’ moth trap at
Portchester (which I described last Thursday, Sep 18, and suggested had emeged from a
caterpillar and pupa located on Portsdown), John Goodspeed has also got a Convolvulus
Hawkmoth caterpillar in his possession at his home on top of Portsdown (he’s hoping it will
pupate and emerge for his pleasure before he lets it go). Now today the BC website has news
of another Convolvulus Hawk caterpillar found on Portsdown by a cat and carried home
(seemingly undamaged) where the cat’s owner seems to have thought that the ‘hook’ on the
tail end of the caterpillar’s back might do the cat harm were she to eat it, causing the owner to
take the caterpillar from the cat (not to save the caterpillar but to save the cat - or so it reads!)
Hopefully that caterpillar will have survived but if not I suspect there are several more where
that came from.
SUN 21 SEP
Looking through a number of trip reports from butterfly enthusiasts on the internet this weekend I
see that at least 17 butterfly species are still on the wing. The list does not include Silver
Spotted Skipper, Brimstone, Green-veined White, Brown Hairstreak, Holly Blue, or Grayling (all
of which could conceivably still be found), but it does include White Admiral (a fifth sighting of
this year’s ‘second brood’ - this one seen by David Parker at Forestside, near Rowlands Castle,
on the northern edge of Stansted Forest). Also listed are Adonis Blue (two seen by Tony
Wilson at Beachy Head) and more than one report of Brown Argus and Wall Brown.
SAT 20 SEP
David Parker saw a White Admrial at his Forestside home (as mentioned above in Sunday’s
notes)
Further sightings of the strange smoke-like plumes of insects (see my notes for yesterday and for
Sep 17) have now come to my attention. In Portsmouth Alan Thurbon passes on a report of a
sighting made by colleagues at their workplace near the Hilsea Lines. Alan did not see the
insects for himself, but Elizabeth Aitchison has seen them in two places - she had a distant look
at them through binoculars from her home on Portsdown but could only make out that they
were smaller than a bee which flew through the cloud, the other sighting being in the
Brockhampton area of Havant, seen from a moving car. +++
More than one of the reports have been of sightings in the fairly early morning or evening (tending

to rule out ants since they usually make their mating flights in the heat of the day) and another
reason for me to favour the theory that they are some form of small fly or large ‘midge’ is that
when I was cycling down the Hayling Billy trail here in Havant at dusk my face was bombarded
by a host of such flies, though in this case they were individuals, not a swarm, and I could not
see them until they hit me.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 26 SEP
White Squirrels have been a regular feature in the Portsmouth area for at least the last 20 years
but most are seen to the north of the city, so a picture of one in a Southsea garden was
awarded a prominent spot in the Portsmouth NEWS this week. This is certainly not the first
time one has been seen in Southsea, but it is several years since I heard of one there.
TUE 23 SEP
A phone call this morning from Sue Drewett gave me a clear description of two Muntjac deer
which she had just been watching (through binoculars) in her garden on the edge of the
Hollybank Woods at Emsworth - these woods are part of the larger Southleigh Forest which
closely adjoins the Stansted Forest. +++
Sue saw one buck with unbranched antlers curved back and hidden for the bottom half of their
length in hair and noted the back legs were longer than the front legs, giving a round-backed
appearance. She said that the animals were larger than she had expected, but still smaller
than Roe deer which she regularly sees in the garden. +++
I asked her if she had seen the ‘tusks’ of the buck but she had not (the deer were feeding with their
backs to her), and I also asked if she had heard barking in the woods to which she replied that
she had occasionally heard barking which she thought came from foxes.
MON 22 SEP
Walking in the Wendleholme wood on the bank of the River Hamble just north of Warsash today
Richard Carpenter found a good specimen of the Giant Polypore fungus (not poisonous but too
tough to eat). On Saturday (Sep 20) however he found the first Shaggy Inkcap or ‘Lawyer’s
Wig’ of the year which is good to eat before it starts to open and reveail its inky spores. Brian
Fellows also found his first Shaggy Inkcap yesterday (Sep 21) at Emsworth, and with it were
Field Mushroom and the rare Agrocybe cylindracea which has a firm hold on the ageing
Willows at the Brook Meadow site
Last Friday (Sep 19), when walking around Thorney Island, Barry Collins noted that the number of
Common Seals was 14, one more than has been previously recorded in Chichester Harbour

BIRDS
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FRI 19 SEP
A Nightingale seen today in the Climping beach area west of the R Arun mouth by Owen Mitchell
is of interest as most Nightingales have normally left us by mid August. Better weather this
year may have encouraged some to stay on but others felt the urge to leave from the beginning
of August (one reached the coast at Brighton on Aug 4 and one was at Beachy Head on Aug 9
with thirteen of them being ringed there between Aug 25 and Sept 6). This is the first report of
one since Sept 6, but I see that in Hampshire the ‘latest ever’ was on 9 Oct 1985 so this may
not be the last for this year.
My only Hampshire news for today comes from George Spraggs who took his new telescope to
the Kench on Hayling Island and noted more than 81 Ringed Plover with more expected
Redshank, Oystercatcher and Great Crested Grebes plus Canada Geese.
THU 18 SEP
Today George Spraggs was using a new telescope to scan the south east of Langstone Harbour
from the Hayling west shore, spotting 4 Brent Geese which may or may not be the forerunners
of the migrants that will arrive any day now. I had hoped that the party of 6 Brent which Barry
Collins saw in Chichester Harbour on Sept 14 were migrants, particularly as that was the day
on which they began to return last year, but with no further sightings of that party or others

since then it must be assumed that they were summering birds. The four seen by George
today could well be birds that have remained in Langstone Harbour through the summer
despite no sightings of more than 2 together in the harbour since April, or they may be part of
the group of 6 seen in Chichester Harbour last Sunday, but we cannot claim such a small group
as migrants without other sightings of Brent flying along the south coast and/or the arrival of
follow up flocks in our harbours - no news of either had reached me by the evening of Sept 19.
+++
Bob Chapman today put out his latest news bulletin from Farlington Marshes announcing that 12
Pintail have arrived back in Langstone Harbour with a few Wigeon and that two Black-necked
Grebe are now a regular sight in the Chalkdock Lake area north of North Binness island (I have
no further news of the third bird seen there by Jeff Goodridge on Sept 1). On the lake
Black-tailed Godwit numbers remain below what Bob would expect to see in September but the
Little Stint count is up to 6 (up to last weekend no more than two had been seen) with 3 Curlew
Sandpiper and 3 Ruff. Several Grey Wagtails have been among the migrants passing over the
reserve (where they are not normally seen) but there has been nothing dramatic there in the
way of migrants during the past week.
Yesterday’s news from Kevin Stouse at the IBM Lake seemed to show that family bonds between
Swans and this year’s cygnets are beginning to break - the family group of two parents and five
young which have remained close together since the young hatched had become one adult
and three cygnets. This breaking of family bonds was also noticed by Brian Fellows at
Emsworth yesterday - the Peter Pond family were still together but it would seem that the
equivalent family group (2 parents plus five cygnets) from the Thorney Little Deeps had not
only decided to leave their home water and come out onto the Emsworth Channel of the main
harbour but also two of the cygnets had left their parents and were on the Town Mill Pond
(implying that they can now fly as they would have to do to get over the seawall - presumably
they all flew from the Little Deeps in the first place).
Also in the Emsworth harbour area Brian saw the first Knot of the winter (for that site) with 12
Greenshank where there have only been 7 so far this autumn. Redshank also were up
marginally from 134 to 137 today but a good count of 58 Black-tailed Godwit was below the 72
seen earlier
Derek Hale’s news from the Isle of Wight for Tuesday (Sept 16) includes a flock of more than 400
House Martins, recalling Trevor Carpenter’s report of hundreds, maybe thousands, moving
south down the Meon Valley last Sunday (Sept 14). Possibly good weather and lots of insects
this summer have given the House Martins a good breeding season, with few remaining here to
attempt to bring off second or third broods to make up for early failures, but whatever the
reason they do seem to be massing to depart earlier and in bigger numbers than usual.
WED 17 SEP
Two Pectoral Sandpipers were present in west Hampshire today - one at Mockbeggar Lake
(where it arrived yesterday and seemed to be associating with a party of around 20 Snipe) and
the other at The Butts lagoon in the Lymington marshes - both were seen at around 11am
today pretty well ruling out the possibility that there was just one site-hopping bird.
At Titchfield Haven what sounds like a family party of five Spoonbills were reported to have been
seen today (two adults with three juveniles) and this sighting - passed on to me by John
Shillitoe, though he did not see them himself - seems to add credence to my possible sighting
of 5 Spoonbills entering the Wade Court night roost at Langstone on Sunday evening (Sep 14).
However, if they are a family group, I would expect them to stay together as a group but the
birds I saw, although they all came in from the Langstone Harbour direction, arrived in three
groups (2 near the start of the half hour period, 2 near the end of it, and one as the very last bird
to arrive). What I would like to know is whether prolonged flying with the neck held straight out
in front is sufficient to differentiate Spoonbill from Egret? The Collins Guide shows this to be
the case (and also shows that the ‘spoon’ at the tip of the bill is not easy to spot in a distant
sideways view at dusk) but there may well be someone out there who knows that some Egrets
do habitually flew with their necks extended just to prove there is an exception to every rule.
+++
Today’s news contains two references to sightings of Cream Coloured Coursers at Old

Winchester Hill and at Cheesefoot Head. The reference to Old Winchester Hill came via one of
pager networks with no detail of even the exact date but the other came as a phone call to John
Clark from a lady who said she saw a Cream-coloured Courser at 20 yards range in a ploughed
field at Cheesefoot Head on Sunday afternoon.
If either of these claims of Courser sightings were true the bird concerned would be a ‘second
ever’ record for Hampshire, the first having been shot in 1845. Birds of Hampshire, published
in 1993, tells us that only six of these birds had been recorded in Britain in the 1959-92 period,
so the possiblity that one or two are present in Hampshire is of great interest but until someone
can give us a detailed description of the bird, preferably with photographic evidence and the
corroboration of more than one observer it remains far more likely that the reports come from
an inexperienced observer who perhaps saw a young pheasant or a juvenile Golden Plover,
went home and searched a bird book for something that looked like what she remembered
seeing, and convinced herself that it was a Cream Coloured Courser without regard to the
likelihood of such a sighting. I am not trying to deny that she might have seen one but those
who did not see it need some evidence for such an unlikely report.
My comments on Tony Gutteridge’s report of hearing a Tawny Owl in Havant for the first time in
many years (see notes for Sept 13) have brought the following from Martin Hampton, who says
.. ‘for the last five nights (Friday 12th onwards) one has been extraordinarily vocal in the
Lymbourn Road vicinity. I believe it has been perched in the trees around the spring itself and
on roof tops, as well as in some of the larger trees in the gardens in the street. We've had the
usual 'ke-wicks' and a few 't-woos', but mostly a quite varied single, squawky note. Now I think
I know that such raucous calling can normally be heard from around December - part of
pairing? - so I am wondering whether this bird might be a youngster trying to establish a
territory?’
Without having heard these goings-on for myself I would think Martin’s description is of a pair of
Tawnies having trouble with a ‘teenage’ youngster. My understanding is that only males make
the ‘tu-whit tu-whoo’ sound and only females make the ‘ker-wick’ call but none of my books
confirm this - they seem to indicate that either sex can make either call. If my supposition is
correct then it only requires the squawky note to come from a fledged youngster causing
domestic trouble by refusing to leave home and insisting on continuing to be fed by his parents,
to account for the noisy scenario. +++
Can anyone tell me if my idea of the different sexes making different calls has any truth to it? And
can anyone also tell us when it is that Tawnies establish their territories? My impression is that
they begin to do so in October, and that this could well be an early territorial squabble.
Among today’s miscellaneous news Kevin Stouse had a view of two Whinchat on the islands in
the IBM Lake, and found the count of Cormorant had increased to 11 (very unusual here for the
time of year). He also found the complete Great Crested Grebe family spread out along the
1km long lake (two adults and four young) but the total of four adult and nine young Swans that
should be there was apparently down to one adult and three cygnets. +++
Yesterday Kevin saw a substantial flight of Canada Geese flying northwest from the lake, and this
ties in with other sightings in this and previous years of hundreds of the birds moving back and
forth along the southern foot of Portsdown from which I have formed a distinct impression that
(during this stage between re-gaining their flight and going into permanent winter quarters) they
spend their nights roosting as one flock of over 500 birds in the fields on the south slope of
Portsdown at its western end, then fly out at dawn to various feeding areas of which the IBM
Lake is one. I would be very interested to know if the birds do desert the IBM Lake at night
(something I may be able to find out from my friends among the IBM security guards who patrol
the site at night), and also to have an accurate count of the night-time flock size in the fields
west of the Portchester crematorium. If anyone feels like having a go at monitoring this night
roost Andrew Brookes had already descibed how you can get a good view of them from the
western boundary of the crematorium site (which is open to the public at all hours), though
better views may be had from the Fort Nelson area of the hill above the fields or from the ‘Cams
bridge’ over the railway on the approach road to Winnham Farm via roads called The Thicket
and The Pines. +++
This morning I heard on Radio Solent yet another indictment in the long list of evil-doing attributed

to Canada Geese - this time as one cause of regular electric power failures which have been a
feature of life in the Meon Valley during recent years. It seems that they have brought down the
power lines on more than one occasion (but are by no means the only cause of the regular
power failures in this area).
TUE 16 SEP
Paul Bennett spent an hour in the Kingley Vale area either today or yesterday (the report says
Monday 16 Sep) during which he watched a Merlin chasing a flock of some 50 Linnets and
elsewhere saw two Spotted Flycatchers. Cycling across the fields east of the reserve he saw
50 or so Partridges, but not closely enough to be sure if they were Grey or Red-legs though I
would agree with him when he says they were not wild but recently released. +++
Paul’s Merlin was one of a growing number now arriving in Hampshire and Sussex, and looking at
the long list of recent and current raptor sightings in the two counties I get the impression that
this must be the very best time of year for local raptor watchers. By my reckoning we have had
twelve species this month, plus four owl...
My list is Osprey, Red and Black Kite, Marsh and Montagu’s Harrier, Common and Honey
Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Hobby, Peregrine and Merlin, plus Barn, Tawny, Short and
Long-eared Owls.(no one has mentioned a Little Owl since the end of July!). There is a good
chance that someone will have a Hen Harrier before the end of the month and a far better one
of someone unearthing a Little Owl from the burrow in which it has ‘gone to ground’.
Yesterday at Pulborough Brooks the Teal count from Pete Hughes (the warden) was an estimated
350 and there were 65 Wigeon wih 20 Shoveler, 3 Ruff and a Kingfisher plus a flock of 220
Lapwing. Going back to last Saturday (Sep 13) Cliff Dean noted that Cetti’s Warblers at Pett
Level were restored to full song, and Friday brought the very first Purple Sandpiper of the
winter to Goring beach, seen by Richard Ives.
MON 15 SEP
I had good views of a Kingfisher in the Hermitage Stream south of the A27 at Bedhampton
SUN 14 SEP
Little Egrets at Wade Court: This evening the conditions were good for counting Little Egrets
coming to roost - clear sky against which to see them in the dusk and little wind, plus a low tide
so that they were able to continue feeding until it became too dark to see the fish - thus bringing
them all in to roost after sunset (if the tide is high or the weather bad then many go to bed early
and are invisible to a counter arriving at dusk). +++
I arrived on the seawall by Langtone Pond just a sunset to find four Egrets visible in the Wade
Court trees, having arrived before me, and in the next 35 minutes (until it was almost too dark to
see them) 135 Egrets streamed in from all directions except the north, the majority as usual
appearing to come from Langstone Harbour with only 25 appearing to come from the direction
of Thorney Island. +++
This is the first time I have known more than 100 birds come to this roost, and another point of
interest was that 5 of the 135 birds could possibly have been Spoonbills as they flew in with
their necks stretched out straight in front of them all the time (not just during landing
manoeuvres - the Egrets normally flew with the necked curved so that the head is close to the
body, not far out in front of it).
While I was making this count Cath Cooper passed by on a regular walk and told me she had
seen a Kingfisher back on posts overlooking the outfall of the Lymbourne stream at the west
end of Langstone Mill, clearly visible from the seawall by teh the Royal Oak pub. This is a
favourite fishing perch for Kingfishers at low tide and the bird had also been there yesterday
evening.
Probably more important news than my Egret count came today from Barry Collins who had been
walking round Thorney Island and had seen 6 Brent in the Emsworth Channel off southern
Thorney. He does not claim that they were the first new arrived migrants (and they could have
been summering birds) but this is the date on which the first migrants arrived last year and
summering Brent normally keep to the Thorney or Fishbourne channels. +++
An even more uncommon sight than the Brent was a Bonxie (Great Skua) seen by Barry harrying
Terns in the Pilsey Island area. This is the first Sussex report of a Bonxie since May 29 and
there has only been one seen along the south coast since then (at Milford on sea on June 8) -

it is also unusual to have a Bonxie actually in Chichester Harbour, they usually keep to the
open sea coasts.
SAT 13 SEP
John Shillitoe was at Farlington Marshes today and saw a Garganey - could this be the one that
first arrived there on Aug 16 still present nearly a month later? Also seen there were 2 Little
Stint, 2 Spotted Redshank, 3 Curlew Sandpiper, 3 Ruff while lucky Will Walmsley glimpsed a
Grasshopper Warbler which no one else saw. +++
Looking from the west end of Portsdown Hill over the Wallington River John saw a Peregrine back
on the electricity pylons which more than one Peregrine has used in past years, sometimes
watching pigeons in the fields below it, sometimes using it as a base for excursions down
Fareham creek into Portsmouth Harbour.
In the north east corner of Portsmouth Harbour I was doing my bit of the WeBS count walking
round the IBM Lake (once a harbour creek, now cut off from the open water by the motorway
and the triple mountains of the Paulsgrove rubbish tip, though its excess water after rain is
pumped under the motorway into Tipner Lake). No Wigeon there but the first three Teal were
back in a scene dominated by 257 Canada Geese (no white, piebald or half-pint oddities
among them) and 99 Coot. The Coot count for September in the previous three years has
been 6, 19 and 3 respectively and the extraordinary increase this year may be accounted for by
the unusual amount of weed growing in the lake (or even by the drying up of some other small
water bodies where Coot would normally have waited until later in the autumn). I suspect the
number is food related as, during the 1980s when the lake was lined with fresh close mown
grass, we would get winter flocks of around 120 Coot. In recent winters, with the ornamental
grass almost totally desroyed by the Canada Geese, we have had Coot flocks of less than 30
birds. +++
I know that Canada Geese are by no means attached to just one site and will fly miles each day to
find somewhere that suits them so it is less easy to interpret counts taken on just one day per
month, but in view of what I have just said about them possibly having driven away the Coot by
destroying their food it is interesting to look at the September counts at IBM for the years 2000
to 2003 - they are 301, 560, 403, and now 257. Maybe thay are making the IBM site less
attractive to themselves and numbers will continue to diminish? If that is true the next question
is how long will it take them to destroy Titchfield Haven?
Coming back to the reality of today’s count I saw one parent Great Crested Grebe with three well
grown juveniles but did not see the other parent with the other one of the four juveniles which
Kevin Stouse has seen recently - no doubt they were hiding in the massive reed beds.
Similarly I saw the senior pair of Swans with five cygnets but did not see the other pair with four.
All nine of the Cormorants that have decided to make the lake their home this summer are still
there - in previous years Cormorant have only been present in the winter - and the Little Grebes
were far less reluctant to show themselves - I counted 14 where I normally see around four,
and I am sure the real total is more than 20. There was no sight nor sound of any Reed
Warblers in the reeds.
Brian Fellows has also sent me the figures for his WeBS count around the south east corner of
Hayling Island where 46 Common and 2 Sandwich Terns were in the Black Point area (I
suspect that a dawn or dusk count here would give much higher figures as the majority of the
birds still with us were probably fishing the open sea by day but would return to roost for the
night within the safetly of the harbour). By far the most common wader species was Redshank
with 214 present (180 of them in the Mill Rythe/Verner Common area where they favour a small
island at the far end of the creek north of the boatyard and 34 on the Tournerbury seawall).
Surprisingly there were only 12 Oystercatcher, 8 Lapwing and 1 Grey Plover but there were 24
Greenshank on the Tournerbury seawall (Greenshank seem to be unusually numerous this
autumn). The only notable wildfowl were some 128 Teal in Tournerybury Bay.
A couple of other ‘local reports’ come from Mike Collins who comments on the low water level in
the Budds Farm pools and tells me that Yellow Wagtails can still be seen on the South Moor
with the cattle. +++
The other report is from Jim Berry who led the local Wildlife group on today’s walk from Stoughton
up to Bow Hill above Kingley Vale - they did not see much in the way of birds but did see a

family group of four Kestrel and heard the piping of six different Bullfinch which refused to show
themselves.
Here in Havant Tony Gutteridge remembers the days well over ten years ago when Tawny Owls
could be heard along the Hayling Billy line (before it was turned into an urban tarmac ‘road’),
and was very pleased to hear one again last night. They could well be back more permanently
if they have had a good breeding season and need new territories this autumn as I think they
have remained present in the large gardens of the Wade Court Road area (where Martin
Hampton has heard them in recent years from his Lymbourn Road home)
PLANTS

MON 15 SEP
Common Gorse, supposed in popular myth to flower all through the year, in fact has a long
summer holiday during which no flowers can be seen. This summer the drought may have
extended this period - at any rate I only noticed my first bush of it in flower this morning (on the
A27 road bank above the path from Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes). Both Common
Centaury and Yellow-wort were still managing to flower in the same area and near Broadmarsh
slipway the tiny single plant of Lucerne still had flowers and Hemlock was reflowering in that
area.
SAT 13 SEP
This afternoon, on my way home from my monthly WeBS bird count at the IBM Lake, I stopped off
on Portsdown to see if I could find any seed pods on the cluster of unidentified Medick plants
which I described on Sep 5. The conclusion then reached by Eric Clement was that the plants
could be one of two subspecies of Medick (Medicago sativa falcata or M.s.glomerata) but
seeds were needed to decide which they were.
Although the great majority of the plants have no seed pods, and many flowers have died without
apparently developing any fruit, I did find four seed pods on two different plants. At the moment
these pods are not fully developed but the shape indicates almost certainly that the plants are
the Sickle Medick - they are broad, flat, straight and hairy with the remains of the style forming
a long ‘nose’ in the centre of the flat surface (in Stace’s illustration this style appears to be at the
side of a thinner, narrower and slightly curved pod whereas in this case it is in the centre of the
end of a short, broad, straight pod). Nevertheless, I think the seed pods of any other Medicago
would be of quite a different form, so while we must wait expert determination I will be surprised
if the plants are not recorded as a form of Sickle Medick
Also flowering on Portsdown, and seen as I walked from the view point carpark to the Medick site,
were Vervain and Meadow Vetchling.
On Sept 11 Barry Collins walked around Thorney Island and noted 165 spikes of Autumn Ladies
Tresses flourishing there at an established site.
INSECTS

FRI 19 SEP
In my notes for last Wednesday (Sep 17) I asked for suggestions for the identity of numerous
smoke-like plumes of insects seen above tree tops in Havant and Portsmouth by two different
people. My own first impression was that these were plumes of newly emerged ‘midges’ or
mosquitos, though Mike Wearing, who had reported seeing them in Portsmouth, thought they
were bigger insects (maybe like the St Mark’s Flies we see in spring - though Mike did not
suggest that). +++
Hornets are clearly having a good summer. This week Bob Chapman found them numerous at
the Hookheath nature reserve in the Southwick Woods north of Portsdown; in the Meon valley
last week John Goodspeed photographed an active Hornet nest built in a Tit nest box (which
had lost its bottom, allowing the nest to extend well below the normal bottom of the box); in
north Hampshire Paul Boswell found Hornets enjoying a sugar mix which he had painted on a
tree trunk to attact moths; and just over the Sussex border near Rowlands Castle Michael Prior
today told a group of the Friends of Stansted Forest of one Hornet nest in a disused owl nest
box and of how they seemed to prefer the bark of Ash trees as a source of the wood pulp for
construction of their nests. +++

One thing which I learnt from the picture which John Goodspeed took of the nest in a Tit nest box
is that the entrance to the nest is usually at the bottom - looking at his picture it seemed that the
nest was unfinished, with a ragged hole at the bottom, and I first wondered if this was a
replacement, not yet fully completed, for a nest that had been recently destroyed. Then I read
in Michael Chinery’s ‘Field Guide to Insects’ (not the more popular ‘Collins Guide to Insects’
which he also wrote) that the entrance is usually at the bottom (which makes sense, keeping
the rain out!). +++
Bob Chapman remarks that Hornets are more numerous this year than are Common Wasps, but
I have no idea why that should be - I would have thought that conditions that are good for the
one should be good for the other...
THU 18 SEP
Yet another September White Admiral was seen in the Hookheath nature reserve (just north of
Portsdown) by Bob Chapman on Sept 12, thus being the earliest of the four September
sightings I know of (Hollybank Woods at Emsworth on Sept 14, Firestone Cope on the Isle of
Wight on Sept 15 and a pristine example at Hookheath on Sept 16). Bob describes it as a late
specimen but does not say it was tatty, and in view of the other three sightings (and the fact that
the latest normal summer sighting was as long ago as Aug 5) I assume it was a newly emerged
specimen.
WED 17 SEP
Two different people have today asked me questions about something that I have not seen for
myself, and in any case could not answer the questions - I hope someone reading this can do
so! +++
Both questions relate to small insects seen in vast numbers spiralling up above the tops of trees
like wisps of dense smoke. Both Mike Wearing in the North End area of Portsmouth and Martin
Hampton here in Havant have seen these swarms in the past few days. Mike just asks what
they are, while Martin is more interested in why they swarm in this way, and in particular, the
dynamics of their swarm shapes (are they caught up in a thermal current of air which forces
them up above the trees and maintains the ‘smoke wisp’ structure, or do they fly up their
voluntarily to perform some form of ritual courtship dance?)
A very much easier question comes from Jim Berry whose wife was very surprised today to find a
Convolvulus Hawkmoth clinging to a clean sheet as she was taking it off the washing line in
their Rowlands Castle garden. Jim, having looked the insect up and seen that it is normally a
rarity in this country, asks if others have been seen this year, to which I can safely answere yes.
Normally just one or two sightings would be recorded in Britain in any one year but this year has
seen an extraordinary invasion. My own database now has 45 records (excluding Jim’s and
another sighting at Worthing on Monday which I have not yet recorded). The first seems to
have arrived on June 27, being reported among a catch of 10,000 Large Yellow Underwings
and smaller numbers of ten other migrant moth species, at a moth trap at Durlston Country
Park in Dorset. Since then hundreds of them have been seen from Foula in the Shetlands to
the Scilly Isles, and Jim’s is not the first to be found on a washing line. Here in Hampshire
Maurice Pugh at Netley Marsh near Totton has had up to three at a time visiting tobacco plants
in his garden over a couple of weeks, and my most recent report of them (in the notes for Sep
9) was of one seen by Ray Chiverton at flowers in the Waterlooville shopping precinct on Sep 6
(on the evening of which 29 came to the moth light at Durlston Country Park). Other local
sightings include three from Sarah Patton (warden of Pagham Harbour) who has had them at
her moth trap in Chichester, at Church Norton, and has passed on news of one flying round a
living room in a Selsey house. +++
Jim says that his specimen seem almost moribund when he removed it from the sheet and put it
on the trunk of a nearby tree from which it had disappeared by next morning. He suggests it
may have been consumed by some predator (the only ones I can think of that would take on
such a large insect are a cat or a squirrel) but it is much more likely to have flown away.
Maurice Pugh describes how one which he had trapped and then put out next evening spent an
hour or so whirring its wings in a pre-flight warm up before eventually taking off, and Lawrence
Holloway has a photo currently on his website of another migrant (a Hummingbird Hawk) which
he found on shingle at Dungeness on Sept 5, utterfly exhausted after its cross channel flight so

that he could get a still close-up photo of it (it did eventually fly). A sadder story was of a
Convolvulus Hawk taken from the surf on one of the Channel Islands - one of I suspect many
that do not complete their flight.
TUE 16 SEP
Andrew Brookes tells me that yet another second brood White Admrial has been seen in our area,
this one by Theo Roberts at the Hookheath Nature Reserve at the north foot of Portsdown.
Theo found not only found a single pristine White Adrmiral there today (see yesterday’s notes
for two other observations of this most unusual second brood) but also noted an extraordinary
count of 55 Commas and a supporting caste of 11 more butterfly species. On his list were 32
Red Admirals, 7 Painted Ladies, 7 Small Coppers, 7 Small Whites, 5 Green-veined Whites (I
thought we had already seen the last of these for the year!), 4 Speckled Wood, 3 Large White,
2 Brimstone and singles of Common Blue, Small Tortoiseshell and Clouded Yellow.
SUN 14 SEP
A White Admiral flew down into Sue Drewett’s garden on the edge of Hollybank Wood at
Emsworth this morning and stayed for some time drinking from a wet leaf which she had just
watered. Knowing that White Admirals do exist in the Hollybank Wood, and having had one in
her garden on July 23 this year, Sue was not as surprised as I was by the sighting of one at this
date. Looking back through the Hampshire Butterfly Reports I eventually found a mention of a
second brood appearing in the autumn on 1997, and as you may have seen above, another
White Admiral was seen on the Isle of Wight tomorrow (Sep 15).
As this was only one of three interesting items of Insect news in Sue’s email to me I am copying it
here. She says .. ‘Thought you would like to know that I saw another white admiral butterfly
yesterday (Sunday) while I was watering the garden. I think it must have been thirsty because
it appeared suddenly from nowhere almost as soon as I had directed the hose on a few plants.
It settled on a leaf which was moist and sunlit for some while so giving me an excellent
opportunity to observe it. It was interesting that this was the same spot where I saw the first
one a while ago. +++
Sitting outside in the sunshine, I heard a thud on an upstairs window and looked up to see a red
darter plunging to the ground where it landed head down, tail up, just like a dart in a board
except this was on stone, motionless. I was concerned. Could this acrobat of the skies have
killed itself, deceived by the reflected trees in the window? I pondered: was this insect
concussed? Was it possible for an insect to knock itself out? It has such a different
construction from us. Certainly it has no neck to break. But I needn't have worried. Of course,
I only turned away for a second but in that moment I heard a rustle, looked back and found the
dragonfly had flown. +++
There on the patio I saw the yearly antics of was it this ichneumen type of wasp? I can't recall the
identity we found for it. In previous years I have watched it catch spiders and drag them up the
wooden barrel into its excavated hole in the wooden top edge. This year it was preoccupied
with a crack between the stones and intent on covering up the crack. Ambitiously it found a
dead leaf nearby and dragged it like a sail in a stong wind over towards the hole with great
tenacity and determination only to have the wind catch it and whirl it away. I came back later to
observe that the crack had been covered in with small bits of plant material. ‘ +++
Concerning the dragonfly, presumably a male Common Darter, she is pretty certain that he insect
did knock itself out by flying into the windows which would have appeared to show a mirror
image of the trees in the garden. Although birds often hit windows in this way I have never
heard of insects doing so - can anyone comment on this? +++
The final paragraph refers to Spider-hunting Wasps which she has seen in her gaden in previous
years, running about on the ground to catch Wolf Spiders which the wasp uses as a food store
for its young. On this occasion the wasp had presumably laid her eggs, put a spider or two in
the nest hole for the young grub to eat, and was in the process of closing the door of the
nursery.
The White Admiral report pushed another good butterfly report down the news stack - this is the
news that a third brood of Wall Browns have emerged in both Dorset and Hampshire (but not
as yet in Hampshire) Piers Vigus saw two Wall Browns at Durlston Head today, and Barry
Collins had two more on Thorney Island, while Tony Wilson reports a fresh Adonis Blue from

Beachy Head (a normal second brood emergence) and a Holly Blue from his garden in Hove.
+++
SAT 13 SEP
Among today’s news I see that Barry Collins had a Helice form female Clouded Yellow at the
south of Thorney Island today, and had another (first of the season?) there on Sep 10. In his
moth trap at Havant last night Barry had an L-Album Wainscot
Although some 21 butterfly species are still being seen one species that is dropping off most lists
is the Green-veined White and one seen by Jim Berry in the Bow Hill/Kingley Vale area north of
Chichester today may be the last of the year.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 19 SEP
At least one person believes that the reason for the Squirel-tails lying on Brian Clarke’s lawn with
no Squirrels attached (See notes for last Wednesday 17 Sept) is that Foxes are responsiblefor
the separation process. Brain tells me .. ‘I was talking to a friend who lives in a house in the
country about finding two Squirrel tails, minus their attached squirrels. He was unimpressed.
"I've found three or four in my own garden, this year." He had assumed the owners were
fox-fodder, but could offer nothing to support this.’ +++
I am intrigued to hear that this problem is not confined to Brian’s garden and would like to hear for
anyone else who has witnessed it (even if they have no idea of the cause), but I remain
unconvinced that foxes are the cause unless we are thinking of Fox cubs engaged in ‘play
hunting’. If an adult Fox developed the habit of catching Squirrels as prey I think they would
grab at the Squirrel’s body, not just the tail ( or if they did they would soon learn that that
technique was a waste of effort). +++
The idea of Fox Cubs pouncing on Squirrels in ‘play hunting’ is attractive (and may apply in the
case of Brian’s friend who found the tails earlier in the year) but those in Brian’s garden had
only appeared there this week, long after Fox cubs would have ceased playing (and if there had
been any in his garden I am sure he would have seen them or other signs of their activity). +++
I still favour fighting between pairs of Squirrels, but would not like to commit to that theory without
expert support from someone who knows ...
Just one other item in today’s news is aimed at mushroom gatherers. Brian Fellows was walking
in Stantsted Forest today with a group of the Friends of Stansted Forest when they came on a
highly edible Cep (or Penny Bun) so if you want one for your supper its worth having a look now
despite the drought. The group also saw Parasol Mushrooms but they were already known to
be out from Rosemary Webb’s list of last weekend’s finds in the Forest.
WED 17 SEP
In response to a note from Brian Clarke telling me that he had two Grey Squirrel tails lying on his
lawn with no sign of the bodies to which they belonged I went round to see this marvel here in
Havant today. Sure enough the two tails were there, lying just a couple of yards apart, with
nothing to indicate tha cause of this un-natural separation of tail from body. +++
These tails had both broken off at the point where the tail fans out into a feathery ‘flag’, roughly
15cm (6 inches) long, and the central ‘spine’ of this part of the tail is only a thin strand of
cartilege, not bone. +++
I have no idea of what happened, but it seems reasonable to suggest two scenarios. The first is
some sort of fight between the two Squirrels during which each grasped the tail of the other and
eventually pulled it off. The second is that there is a cat in this vicinity which specializes in lying
in wait for Squirrels, tries to grab them but only gets hold of the tail and pulls it off. I know cats
do specialise in prey (I have heard of more than one that has developed the skill of sitting on a
roof or tree near a bat roost and jumping out to seize bats in mid-air as they emerge in the
evening), but I think such Squirrel jumping would be very unrewarding - the squirrels move too
fast to be easily caught and if they were caught they are vicious animals that would probably do
as much damage to the cat as the cat could do to them. So I favour the Squirrel fight theory but
does anyone have real knowledge of what may have happened? +++
SUN 14 SEP
Rosemay Webb turned out this morning to lead a party of Hampshire Fungus Rocording Group

members around the Sling area of Stansted Forest but was not expecting great things as the
weather is so much drier than was anticipated when the walk was planned. Very suprisingly
the outing was a great success with 80 species recorded including a good number that are of
interest to the layman as well as to the specialist. +++
Headline items for people like myself, who have an interest in but no great knowledge of fungi,
included Parasol and Shaggy Parasol, Oyster Mushrooms and Porcelain Fungus plus two
examples of Beefsteak fungus (and an unusual species of Ganoderma bracket which is not
listed in my books). +++
The item that I would most like to have seen (and hope to track down for myself) was a collection
of Cyathus striatus ‘Bird’s Nest’ fungi growing on fallen. moss covered logs. These fungi first
appear as small brown blobs around 5mm in diameter, then expand to take on the shape of a
kettle drum (a bowl some 7 mm across with a whitish skin stretched across the top). The skin
then breaks to leave an open bowl with a cluster of tiny ‘stones’ in the bottom (hence the Bird’s
Nest name - the bowl being the nest and the ‘stones’ the eggs). The stones are in fact parcel of
spores and each is attached to the base of the bowl by a flexible thread. The shape of the bowl
is such that, when a raindrop falls into it the drop runs down the side of the bowl and under the
‘eggs’ forcing them upwards. If they are not yet mature the flexible thread pulls them down
again, but when the spores are ripe the thread breaks allowing the egg to shoot up several
inches into the air - either on the way up or down again the broken thread hopefully entangles
with over hanging vegetation leaving the egg hanging in mid air where it bursts open and the
wind scatters the spores. This is a most fascinating ‘energy saving’ design saving the fungus
the need to grow tall enough for the wind to take away falling spores, and using the energy of
the rain to lift the spores to the desired height. Maybe the design has evolved through the trial
and error/chance mutation mechanism of evolution but I find it far easier to believe in some
‘designer spirit’ showing off how clever he can be. +++
A few other names on Rosemary’s list were Phaeolus schweinitzii (an uncommon hairy bracket),
Dead Man’s Fingers (coming up through the ground as if from a shallow grave), two poisonous
Lepiota species (the twins ‘sistrata’ and ‘cristata’), and a couple more brackets - the Split Gill (a
wrinkly bracket-like fungus with gills) and Lenzites betulina (also unusual in having gills though
it looks very like a ‘Blushing Bracket’ which you would expect to have pores and not gills). +++
I happened to be walking in Stansted Forest a mile or so to the east of the Sling (in the grassy
Ladies Walk along the eastern edge of the woods) and added both Larch and Bay Boletus to
the day list with tiny Japanses Umbrellas (Coprinus plicatilis)
SAT 13 SEP
Jim Berry was leading the Havant Wildlife Group through woods up the north face of Bow Hill
(above Kingley Valeto the north of Chichester) this morning and saw Clustered Tough Shank
and Rooting Shank, Dryad’s Saddle and the ‘Deer Mushroom’ (Pluteus cervinus). The last two
were also seen by Rosemary Webb on Head Down (above Buriton near Petersfield), and
driving past Idsworth Chapel on her way home she saw Giant Puffballs in the meadow between
the road and the Walled Garden house which marks the spot where Idsworth House once
stood before the railway came into the valley and so offended the owner of the house that he
moved it brick by brick to a site on the ridge west of the valley.
Back on Sep 7 Barry Collins noted a full complement of 13 Seals on the mudflats of Chichester
Harbour - the same number that he had seen in April this year, not increased by any pups!

BIRDS

WEEK 37 SEP 8 - 14

FRI 12 SEP
The first Short-eared Owl of the winter was seen by Barry Collins on Thorney Island on Aug 31 but
does not seem to have stayed with us. Today brings a report of two more seen at Beachy
Head, and hopefully it will not be long before they become a regular winter sight at the Thorney
Island deeps and around Langstone Harbour. I suspect that many of those that we see at this
time of year continue south across the channel, but looking at the distribution map in my Collins
Guide I see that they seem to have a strong preference for wintering near coasts and do not

normally winter in most of inland France or Spain (presumably because winter termperatures
remain higher in the coastal areas?)
Another late Swift was over the West High Down on the Isle of Wight today where more than a
hundred Meadow Pipits were on the move. Two Raven seen there were presumably local
residents. +++
The continuing influx of Wigeon brought 15 to the southern end of the western Yar estuary at
Freshwater Causeway where at least 50 House Martins were overhead and Cetti’s Warblers
could be heard below.
At Bembridge Foreland a dark phase Arctic Skua was probably an early passage bird rather than
one of the two that have been in the Solent between Ryde and Gosport for over a month,
though maybe the credit for the first passage bird hereabouts should go to one of the three pale
phase birds seen off Gilkicker Point by John Norton on Sep 8 (only one pale bird had been
seen there during August). Nearby in Bembridge Harbour two Reed Warblers were still
present.
Here in Hampshire I visited Old Idsworth Farm to the north of Rowlands Castle for the first time
since Aug 1 when I found a dead Barn Owl chick lying undamaged on a grass bank more than
twenty yards from the nest box. At the farm today David Uren told me that Graham Roberts
has been there since that puzzling find and ringed three healthy chicks in the nest box. David
says that these three have not yet flown the nest and can be seen each evening soon after
dusk eagerly awaiting food brought by one or both parents. As the dead chick which I saw did
not seem emaciated I can only assume that it had perhaps choked to death or been fed a
poisoned rat and that the parent had removed the corpse from the nest box. +++
Walking round the fields today there was little bird interest - Meadow Pipits could be heard moving
overhead and a couple of Bullfinch could be heard piping in different places while the sound of
a couple of Buzzards floated across the valley from Markwells Wood, Just two Swallows were
still hanging around the farm and one Chiffchaff sang briefly from Huckswood.
THU 11 SEP
The SOS website carries a report of a Yellow-breasted Bunting seen three times by one unnamed
observer in the wasteland around the Drayton gravel pit, said to be viewable from the B2144
road going east from the Chichester bypass south of the new A27. The report gives no
indication of the sex or age of the bird but whatever they may be it should have an unmarked
yellow breast and belly with streaky brown upper plumage similar to a Reed Bunting (if a male
two well defined white bars should be seen on the closed wing and there should be at least a
hint of a dark face and a dark band across the top of the breast). It should be distinctly smaller
than either Yellowhammer or Reed Bunting by about 2cm (roughly an inch) in overall length. I
am not sure of this bird’s status in Sussex (when it does turn up as a vagrant from Siberia it is
usually seen on the North East coast of Britain) but it is not included in Juhn Eyre’s recent
chacklist of Hampshire birds. +++
If you do go in search of it you have a bertter chance of seeing Black Tern or Redstart, both seen
there today, and you might be lucky enough to see the Garganey that is still on the water of the
old Drayton pit.
Bob Chapman has today put out another of his regular and welcome bulletins from Farlington
Marshes, though as usual without dates against recent sightings so when he lists Merlin among
the raptors seen there recently I do not know when the first sighting for this winter happened as Bob’s last bulletin was dated Aug 28 the first sighting at Farlington could haven been earlier
than the first to reach Sussex (over the Selsey west fields on Aug 30) and the Isle of Wight (at
Whale Chine on Sep 1). +++
Other news from Farlington that has not appeared on Hoslist includes the presence there of 3
Curlew Sandpiper, four Ruff and one or two Little Stint. Sadly Bob does not mention anything
to support John Gowen’s possible sighting of a Great Northern Diver in the harbour.
Finally for today Adrian Martin has sent me a note adding support for my theory as to where
House Martins roost when on migration. Adrian says .. ‘Last autumn, walking past Furniture
Warehouse on the Southampton dock road on the way in to work, my attention was caught by
movement in the narrow over hang of the roof. Going closer I saw that it was a gaggle of 20
House Martins or more just as you described. As it is not normally a site for them (concrete and

tarmac all around) I can only conclude that it was a convenient stop over roost.’
WED 10 SEP
Before starting on today’s news I must apologize to Peter Raby for doubting his report of 22
Razorbill seen in the Solent between Gosport and Ryde last Sunday morning. In my notes for
Sep 7 I reported this count but expressed a doubt as to whether a more likely figure of 2 had
become 22 through a typing error, but today both Peter and Trevor Carpenter have assured me
that there were at least 22 Razorbill to be seen distantly over on the Ryde side of the Solent, so
now the only remaining question (which I do not think anyone can answer with certainty)
concerns the origin of these birds - were they on passage from somewhere ‘up north’, were
they from the established breeding colony on the Dorset cliffs, or were they an indication that
these birds are back in a big way breeding on Isle of Wight cliffs? +++
Birds of Hampshire tells us that the average number of Razorbill seen in Hampshire waters during
the period 1951-80 was just 9 per year, increasing to 25 per year in the 1981-92 period, and
that the nearest breeding colonies were in Dorset with none, it seems, breeding on the Isle of
Wight in the 1950-92 period. The latest Hampshire Bird Report (for 2001) gives a total of 30
birds seen in the whole of that year, but it is of interest to read in the HBR for 2000 that
Razorbills probably returned to breed on the Isle of Wight cliffs in that year - maybe contributing
to an increased minimum total for Hampshire waters of 41 birds seen during the year. +++
I hope Peter’s sighting is associated with a significant increase in numbers breeding locally, and a
healthy national population, but I fear that (as with large numbers of Gannets and Manx
Shearwaters seen this year) this report of half our expected annual ration of Razorbill sightings
for the year could be a result of hungry birds, unable to find food in the waters they would
normally frequent at this time of year, desperately searching for food in places outside their
normal feeding areas.
Today, for the first time since the early spring, I put my telescope into my bicyle basket, strapped
my tripod over my shoulder, and cycled to the Hayling Oysterbeds to check out the high tide
roost (incidentally I also put in my basket a small folding ‘fisherman’s three legged stool’ which
had been given me as a birthday present, and I was delighted by the practicality of this gift).
Not a single Tern was in sight, but the waders were there in good numbers - where Martin
Hampton had seen 11 Ringed Plover on Sep 2 and Graham Osborne had had over 80 on Sep
6 I had well over 160, with at least 200 Dunlin, a similar number of Grey Plover and at least 120
Redshank not to mention 500+ Oystercatcher. There were probably a good dozen Turnstone
and at least on Greenshank present but the only Common Sandpiper that I saw was near the
north end of the old rail bridge on the Langstone shore. +++
Among the smaller birds were single Whinchat and Wheatear with half a dozen Meadow Pipit on
the move (but only one Swallow braving the strong wind). Feeeding on the weed seed were a
good 50 Goldfinch with a few Linnet among them but still no Greenfinch
Over in Sussex Owen Mitchell found a Garganey on what he calls the ‘old Drayton Pit’, where
there may have been a second Garganey (a bird that insisted on sleeping throughout his visit).
Also present were 3 Black-tailed Godwit (these seem to be commoner at inland sites than I had
previously thought), 3 Green Sandpiper, 12 Little Grebe, 20 Shoveler, 30 Teal and 44 Tufted
Duck. +++
I guess this ‘old Drayton pit’ is the one marked on my map north of the railway with its centre at SU
887-045 which can be viewed from the B2144 road connecting Merston to Shopwyke, as
opposed to a ‘new Drayton pit’ south of the railway near Drayton House (where there was a
Red-necked Phalarope in Sept 2001, and for which we were advised that people could use the
carpark for Daryton House), but last year I was given a map ref of SU 885-048 which is a
couple of hundred metres north of the north side of the pit marked on my 1997 revision map so
the landscape in this area may well have changed since the latest maps and it may be
necessary to get permission from the owners of the pits (Tarmac), and to sign in and out when
visiting as it seems that Owen does. +++
We may not have seen the last Swift for this year yet but two contenders for that title were over
Culver Down on the Isle of Wight today, along with a Hobby. A juvenile Redstart was a good
garden sighting for David Parker at Forestside on the north edge of Stansted Forest today.
Richard Carpenter was at Titchfield Haven today and estimated that at least 15 Wigeon are now

present - not a high figure by winter standards, but a step up from the previous highest count
this autumn (10 at Hook seen by John Faithfull on Sep 7). Richard also had a count of around
15 Yellow Wagtail but I expect that to be insignificant when the official Titchfield Haven website
it updated to give their roost counts (latest update was to Aug 26). Richard does not mention
Spoonbills at the Haven - possibly the two which have been there have gone walkabout and
were with the three birds seen at Pagham Harbour yesterday.
TUE 09 SEP
Sussex news for today has an entry reporting 3 Spoonbills seen leaving Pagham harbour, flying
out to sea at 11:30 (I have not seen any previous reports of this group so I guess they are still
seeking somewhere to land and settle down). From the other end of Sussex comes news of
four new hatched Ruddy Ducklings at Rye Harbour - presumably in addition to the six
ducklings seen there on Sept 2 when Cliff Dean remarked on the absence of any visible adult
parents and wondered if these ducks have a habit of deserting their young. Interestingly there
is once again no mention of adults so perhaps someone is breeding them in an incubator to
claim the bounty on their corpses when they are full grown? +++
In Hampshire the Citrine Wagtail was still at Pennington Marshes, seen by Steve Farmer who also
had two Bar-tailed Godwit, four Knot and singles of juvenile Curlew Sandpiper and Little
Ringed Plover +++
At Gilkicker Point this morning Pete Ryder, as well as seeing the Shrike still in situ, commented on
many terns moving west through the Solent. This sounds as if they were on passage, but at
this time of year I think there is a strong daily movement of terns between roosting areas just
inside the harbour mouths and feeding areas over the sea. Only yesterday John Norton saw
over 2000 Terns heading east past Gilkicker (probably going to roost) and I suspect Pete saw
the same birds coming out again in search of fish. Pete also visited Titchfield Haven and
almost had a ‘full house’ of Tern species with singles of Arctic and Roseate as well as Common
and Sandwich but unfortunately the three Black Terns seen in the Solent by John Norton last
night did not oblige by joining the party at Titchfield today - Pete had to make do with an
escaped Cockatiel +++
Another Arctic Tern (not a difficult adult but a more easily identifiable juvenile) was seen over
Fleet Pond today by Graham Stephenson. William Legge passed on that news and added his
own sighting at Fleet Pond of a juvenile Common Tern, a Yellow Legged Gull (flying over with
Lesser Blackbacks from the Thames valley) and 20 roosting Cormorants, plus a Ruff with 41
Mute Swan and 58 Greylags at Tundry Pond. To confirm the start of Meadow Pipit passage he
also had 7 Pipits heading south west over Fleet.
A note from Kevin Stouse today gives me the highlights of the walk he led around the Titchfield
Haven area last Sunday, one of which was an Elderberry bush crammed with small migrants
feeding up in preparation for their flight south over the channel (and joined by local tits not
wanting to miss out on this feast). The party were lucky enough to get a view of one of the
many Cetti’s Warblers that inhabit the reserve, and to see four Spotted Flycatchers, three
Whinchats and a Wheatear plus a Sparrowhawk. Many Swallows and House Martins were in
the air, and a juvenile Water Rail popped out of the reeds for them, while the shore gave them
a total of 14 Eider (two on the groynes and 12 on the sea) +++
Kevin was impressed by the sight of a mass of House Martins feeding over a pond in the Lower
Posbrook Farm fields just west of the Titchfield Canal, and they also got a special mention from
Cliff Dean in the Hastings area last Saturday. At this time of year Swallows and Sand Martins
cram into coastal reedbeds for an overnight rest while on passage, but the House Martins
simply vanish from the scene leaving a bewildered Cliff considering theories long ago
abandoned by serious ornithologists - do they dive to the bottom of ponds, hide behind the
moon, or even turn into bats? I’m sure someone out there knows the answer, but until I hear
differently I will put my money on a reversion to the days before human buildings when Martins
were cliff dwellers, and I have just one piece of evidence to support my theory that they find a
wall or cliff and hang on to it for the night. My evidence came from a late autumn morning years
ago when I was cycling to work past Bedhampton Mill Pool - the sort of place where Martins
might have been hawking for insects on the previous evening. A clear sky at night brought the
temperature down, keeping the birds dormant until the morning sun reached them and restored

their ability to fly, and it was at this moment that I happpened to pass the old Granary Store in
Mill Lane - a tall, rough faced building not far from the water. A swirl of House Martins around
the building made me look up and see perhaps a hundred Martins still clinging to the front of
this building, one by one dropping off to fly away as the sun reached them. Had they not
started to fly I could well have passed by and never seen them clinging to the wall. +++
MON 08 SEP
Turtle Doves were regularly reported from Old Winchester Hill and elsewhere up to Aug 20, and
the very last report of them I have seen was dated Aug 24 when an exceptional party of 9 birds
was in the Ditchling area of the Sussex downs west of Lewes, so an isolated report of one seen
today at Icklesham (on the Kent/Sussex border near Rye Harbour) is of interest. Probably it
was just a late starter on the journey south but it did remind me that there have been reports of
these birds very occasionally wintering in Britain. I see that in March 2001 I wrote .. ‘Following
up the story of the supposed Turtle Dove wintering at Denmead (see Feb 24) Brian Fellows has
discovered a few more records of these birds wintering in Britain. In Norfolk one was seen for
three days in Feb 1998 at Welney and there are 5 other records during the years 1969 to 1990.
Suffolk has a total of 7 winter records in the years from 1975 to 1992. So it does happen, but
very infrequently.’ I also have a memory of one having been reported from a garden on the
West Sussex coast many years back but cannot remember any details - that may account for
the status description given for the species in the 1995 Sussex Bird Report which includes the
phrase ‘Very rare in winter’ This phrase has been dropped from more recent SBRs but they still
include several reports of late birds seen in October.. +++
The Hampshire/Sussex border runs down the centre of the Emsworth channel, making it difficult
to record birds in the appropriate county at times such as today when Brian Fellows saw a
group of five Canada Geese at the head of that channel in Emsworth Harbour - normally that
would be no problem as neither county is desperate to have Canada Goose records, but in this
case one of the five was clearly different from the others, being about half their size and having
a grey breast and belly where the normal specimens are almost white. A little research shows
that in the Americas some ten different ‘races’ of Canada Goose can be found, and my Shell
Guide to Birds says that four of these races occasionally occur in Britain and Ireland as
vagrants, among them being Branta canadensis minima which has the features that Brian saw.
However, before assuming that this bird has flown the Atlantic we should recognize that it is
much more likely to be an escape from one of many ‘wildfowl collections’ - not only the large
ones such as the Wildfowl Trust reserve at Arundel but places such as the Trout Farm lakes
just north of the railway between Nutbourne and Hambrook (where there used to be a number
of Bar-headed Geese) and a much more comprehensive collection in a most unlikely location
at a place called Eckensfield just south of the West Harting Down woodland within ten
kilometres due north of Emsworth.
As far as I can see this is the first ‘minima’ Canada Goose to be seen in Hampshire since 1999
when one was seen by Kevin Stouse on the Lower Posbrook Farm fields at Titchfield in early
Novemeber and had been seen by Paul Winter at the Lower Test in September of that year.
Prior to that there was one on the IBM Lake in the autumn of, I think, 1997. +++
Returning to the present day I see that Brian Fellows saw a Coot still in a nest box on one of the
rafts in the Emsworth Slipper Mill Pond today but he is not sure that it was actually sitting on
eggs, though I would not be surprised if it were.
Counts of 40 Sanderling at the mouth of Chichester Harbour on July 23, and 35 there on Aug 5,
were the only indication of the surge of these birds that often occurs at the start of autumn
passage. Since then I have only seen three reports of single birds along the coast, with one
flock of 10 at Worthing on Aug 25, but today brings a report of 81 seen off Ryde by Derek Hale
(he had 29 there yesterday) and this may mark the start of these birds settling on the Solent
shores for the winter - maybe it is now worth starting to look for them at Gunner Point on
Hayling and Southsea Castle? +++
Across the Solent from Ryde on the north shore at Gilkicker Point John Norton had no shortage of
terns, but only saw them in a steady stream moving east during a 45 minute evening period
starting at 18:15 when he reckoned that 2243 ‘Commic Terns’ flew by - perhaps another
indication of departure but more likely of birds heading for night roosts just inside the mouth of

Portsmouth or Langstone harbours. With them were 41 Sandwich and 3 Black Terns. Other
entries on John’s seawatch list this evening included one Guillemot and 3 Arctic Skuas (there is
some evidence that two Arctic Skuas, one dark and one pale, have been hanging about off the
Gosport shore for a month or so, but the presence of 3, all pale, this evening indicates new
blood moving in). +++
On shore at Gilkicker the Red-backed Shrike was still present and John also saw Redstart,
Whinchat, Spotted Flycatcher and Willow Warbler.
Doug Robertson was on Old Winchester Hill this evening and met up with a rarity from
Hampshire’s birding history, Peter le Brocq from Petersfield (for those not familiar with this
species there is a photograph facing page 45 of Birds of Hampshire showing it complete with
the huge pair of binoculars which earned the name of ‘Lebrocqulars’ - the photo of a young
specimen taken in 1957 may not do justice to the mature version of today...) +++
In addition to the expected Redstart and Spotted Flycatcher the hawthorn bushes near the
roadside entrance to the reserve held other species and Doug noted a Pied Flycatcher, a
Garden Warbler, several Goldcrest and a couple of Marsh Tits +++
Here in Havant a wave of migrants was moving south along the old Hayling Billy rail line this
morning, giving me the pleasure of hearing at least two singing Willow Warblers in my
neighbour’s garden as well as strong song from a Chiffchaff - this later will probably remain and
be heard singing fairly regularly over the coming month
SUN 07 SEP
It is not often that the passage of an individual bird can be plotted from reports on the internet but
today may have been an exception. At 9:15 in the morning a Great White Egret was resported
to have flown west from Pagham Harbour, at 11:30 it was seen to fly in from the east and land
on North Binness in Langstone Harbour, and at 16:00 it was seen at the Testwood Lakes in the
lower Test valley, staying there until dusk, despite harrassment from a Grey Heron, before
apparently going to roost in trees close to what Ian Pibworth names Manor Farm (which I guess
is the Manor House Farm marked on the map just east of Nursling Mill)
Two other rare birds seen in Hampshire today were a Citrine Wagtail first noticed at Pennington
Marshes around 11am, and a Marsh Warbler seen and heard in subsong by Steve Keen at
Keyhaven. The Wagtail seems to be only the fifth recorded in Hampshire, three of the earlier
records having been on the coast in September of 1983, 1993 and 1996 respectively, the other
being seen inland at Fleet Pond in May of 1993 +++
Marsh Warblers are not quite so rare but Birds of Hampshire has only a dozen records for the
period 1963 to 1992. The majority of these probably attempted to breed in the county but
some (possibly including this one) were just ‘passing through’. +++
Other birds on Steve’s daylist for today were a Grasshopper Warbler, flushed from the same ditch
which held the Marsh Warbler, and the first Pintail of the winter (a party of 12 at Keyhaven). I
do have five other records of Pintail since the beginning of June, made up of a party of 20 flying
west off Brighton on June 30, three reports of a single summering male in Yarmouth Harbour
on the Isle of Wight, and a report from John Clark of a single female on Tundry Pond near Fleet
on Sept 1 (although the date is late that doesn’t necessarily sound like a normal winter arrival
whereas the sudden appearance of a flock of 12 at a coastal site does sound convincing). +++
Another interesting coastal report comes from Peter Raby at Gilkicker Point - his message gives a
sighting of 22 Razorbill in the Solent, but I have a feeling that there may have been a bit of
finger trouble in typing this message (perhaps he saw 2 and held his finger down too long when
typing it!). I have less doubt about Peter’s report of seeing the ‘Baffins gang’ of feral geese
heading back from Titchfield Haven towards Portsmouth - there seems to be a tradition in this
group of moving back and forth several times each time they go through the process of moving
from Baffins Pond to the Haven each autumn and back again each spring. +++
Inland of Fort Gilkicker John Shillitoe watched the juvenile Red-backed Shrike on the golf course
there today, and at Old Winchester Hill he saw and heard a Raven flying north. Interestingly
Trevor Carpenter, who had also been to see the Shrike at Gilkicker, also saw a Raven, this one
in the vicinity of the Peel Common sewage works south of Fareham - it was flying south and
could have been one of the Isle of Wight birds going home. +++
Two late Swifts flew south over the Kench at the mouth of Langstone Harbour today, seen by

George Spraggs, and here in Havant a Chiffchaff was singing strongly this morning as they
usually do for a month or so at this time of year.
SAT 06 SEP
Today’s most interesting report comes from John Gowen and Jim Berry at Farlington Marshes.
Somewhere along the eastern seawall they were looking at the Oystercatchers on Baker’s
Island when Jim noticed a larger bird moving among the Oystercatchers and, in John’s words,
.. ‘It waddled to the waters where its size and profile strongly suggested a Great Northern Diver.
We put it as a possible only having a 60mm scope for identification.’ At first this sounds an
unlikely bird to be in the harbour at this time of year as they are not normally seen until
November, though there have been several October records and Birds of Hampshire records
one seen off Lepe on 4 Aug 1978. This year, however, there has been a string of summer
records with 8 reports during May and June at places from Selsey Bill around the Isle of Wight
to the Hurst area from where Russell Wynn reports two sightings on May 21 and 31, while Dave
Unsworth had a summer plumaged bird in Hayling Bay on May 28. The last of these sightings
was of one in Sandown Bay on June 8, but I doubt if it would be worth a bird flying north to
breed at that late date so one may have been in our area through the summer (if Brent Geese
can remain in Langstone Harbour and yet not be seen through the summer it should be much
easier for a diver to do so). On the other hand, with many keen birders forever scanning the
harbour, it seems unlikely that the sole sighting of such a bird should be granted to two casual
visitors, though John’s mention of the bird’s size and profile would seem to rule out thoughts of
e.g. the Merganser which Martin Hampton saw arrive in the harbour last Monday. +++
Other birds seen by John and Jim around the Marshes include the two Avocet, two Ruff, a
Kingfisher and a Whimbrel as well as a flock of some 70 Goldfinch (still no Greenfinch on the
shoreline!) +++
Numbers of Black-tailed Godwit seen at Hook/Warsash continue to increase - John Faithfull had
brought the number up to 60 on Aug 30 and today he upped that to 72, only to have Graham
Osborne drop in and claim 99. Graham also heard two Cetti’s Warblers singing there before
moving to the Hayling Oysterbeds where he also boosted the number of Ringed Plover from a
peak of 11 seen by Martin Hampton last Monday to 80+ today. Interestingly it would seem that
all the juvenile Common Terns have now left - Graham only had two Sandwich Terns. A
Spotted Flycatcher, 3 Wheatear, 3 Common Sandpiper and 5 Whinchat made a good list, but,
tying in with my concerns expressed elsewhere, he only saw one Pied Wagtail. In the same
vein, although 11 Linnet were present there were again no Greenfinch.
Sussex news for today showed that the Red-necked Phalarope (or at least one of the two that
have been there since heavy rain brought them down on Aug 29) were still at Rye Harbour
today (but not subsequently), while Beachy Head had 2 Nightingales and 2 Redstarts with 200
Blackcaps among its passerines.
News from Sussex for yesterday (Sep 5) includes a Pomarine Skua passing Brighton (with 11
Kittiwakes also there) and another Honey Buzzard going over the town. +++
Nearer to Hampshire, on what Owen Mitchell calls the ‘old Drayton pit’ at Chichester, he saw
Snipe, Dunlin, Green and Common Sandpiper, Greenshank and Spotted Redshank with a
single Black-tailed Godwit
PLANTS

SAT 13 SEP
This afternoon, on my way home from my monthly WeBS bird count at the IBM Lake, I stopped off
on Portsdown to see if I could find any seed pods on the cluster of unidentified Medick plants
which I described on Sep 5. The conclusion then reached by Eric Clement was that the plants
could be one of two subspecies of Medick (Medicago sativa falcata or M.s.glomerata) but
seeds were needed to decide which they were. +++
Although the great majority of the plants have no seed pods, and many flowers have died without
apparently developing any fruit, I did find four seed pods on two different plants. At the moment
these pods are not fully developed but the shape indicates almost certainly that the plants are
the Sickle Medick - they are broad, flat, straight and hairy with the remains of the style forming
a long ‘nose’ in the centre of the flat surface (in Stace’s illustration this style appears to be at the

side of a thinner, narrower and slightly curved pod whereas in this case it is in the centre of the
end of a short, broad, straight pod). Nevertheless, I think the seed pods of any other Medicago
would be of quite a different form, so while we must wait expert determination I will be surprised
if the plants are not recorded as a form of Sickle Medick
FRI 12 SEP
A walk around part of Old Idsworth Farm in the valley north of Rowlands Castle today gave me a
great show of arable weeds in one setaside field where a swathe of Corn Marigolds and
Common Poppies led me across the field . Among the yellow and red that could be seen from
afar I found both Cornflower and Corn Cockle still flowering with more expected finds of
Round-leaved Fluellen, Small Toadflax, Dwarf Spurge and Green Speedwell. Two things that
also caught my attention here were one large plant of Blue Fleabane (possibly a newcomer to
this farm) and a huge mass of Common Orache that was all totally prostrate and formed a
dense mat in places. The field adges on this farm have been sown with large quantities of
wildflower seed, but the swathe that I followed across the centre of this field was not part of the
original sowing so I asked David Uren how it got there and he told me that it was the very
successful result of gathering up the ‘sweepings’ off the grain store floor after last year’s grain
had been taken away, then spreading these sweepings over the field using a fertilizer spreader
towed by a Land Rover. Some of the tiny seeds of these wild flowers had been gathered with
the grain harvest but then sunk to the bottom of the grain pile to remain on the floor, and the
great blooming which I enjoyed today proves that, given the right conditions, these sown
wildflowers can produce fertile seed which will grow even without tilling the soil where they
were scattered. Another bit of proof that such deliberate sowing can result in the introduction of
a naturalised, self-sustaining population of wild flowers can be seen in the weedy edge of part
of the farmyard where several Corn Marigolds are now flowering in places where they have
arrived as wind blown seed and have survived a certain amount of weed-killer spray needed to
control the weeds here. +++
Two other things which I noticed today may be of interest. The first was the discovery of
Long-stalked Cranesbill flowering in an area where I have not seen it before, but clearly a
natural progression of a continuing spread from the Sussex fields of this farm into the
Hampshire fields - that spread has been entirely unaided by deliberate action, but is along a
track used by vehicles returning from the Sussex fields and unwittingly helping the wind to
spread the seeds. +++
The other item was my first encounter this autumn with a big mass of Ivy freshly in flower,
attracting a myriad of bees and other insects so that the clump could be heard beore it could be
seen! As well as the bees, flies and butterflies collecting nectar and pollen one large Hornet
was seemingly still on the hunt for insect prey to feed to grubs in the nest.
THU 11 SEP
On 31 July 1999 I wrote in these notes .. ‘This morning I joined members of the Hampshire Wildlife
Trust Flora Group at Browndown (on the Solent shore between Gosport and Lee on the Solent)
for a hot day's plant hunting organised by Pete Selby to fill in some gaps in the coverage of the
Atlas2000 Survey. Although there was not a cloud in the sky Pete generated a pall of sadness
and regret with news of the death this week of Paul Bowman, long time Hampshire Plant
Recorder and part author of the Flora of Hampshire. Paul had gone swimming at Calshot and
was found collapsed in the water, but not until it was too late to revive him.’ +++
On 1 Nov 1999 I passed on the news that Pete Selby had been appointed to succeed Paul
Bowman as BSBI recorder for South Hampshire, but today a phone call gave me the totally
unexpected news that Pete had collapsed and died while attending a BSBI conference although unexpected I understand that his death was from natural causes which might take any
of us at any moment.
TUE 09 SEP
The bright yellow flowers of Mimulus (Monkey Flower) are dificult to overlook and we have plenty
of wetland habitat where they are said to flourish alongside Hampshire rivers and elsewhere,
so it is surprising that I have not heard any reports of this species for this year until today - they
should have been flowering from June or July onwards. In the past I recall a dramatic sight of
half an acre of these plants, all in flower, covering the bed of a nearly dried up pond beside

Paradise Lane along the east side of the Bishop Waltham Moors, and more recently less
dramatic but very pretty views of them in the stream alongside Watery Lane leading from
Funtington to West Ashling. +++
I may have missed out on them this year but today Richard Carpenter enjoyed them in the
headwaters of the River Itchen at Cheriton Mill (an isolated building some half mile north of
Cheritorn village to the south of Alresford). +++
One reason for the shortage of reports could lie in a reluctance by botanists to report finds which
they cannot identify precisely, as this species delights in hybridising, not only between the main
species (Monkey Flower, Blood-drop Emlets, and Musk), but also seemingly between the
hybrids. Being a perennial spreading by stolons such hybrids can occur miles from either
parent - bits of stolons having been carried there by flood water or birds.
SUN 07 SEP
Walking from Havant to the Langstone South Moor this morning I saw my first Ivy flowers showing
yellow anthers by the Langbrook stream. Nearby a bush of Ducke of Argyll’s Teaplant within
the fenced off area of the moor was a mass of light blue flowers, and up stream, where the
north edge of the West Mill garden abuts the stream, many bright purple fingers of Purple
Loosestrife could be seen. Much further upstream, where it flows under the A27, several plants
of Trifid Bur-Marigold had appeared on bare mud where the Environment Agency has recently
cleared the stream bed of vegetation. but I doubt they will flower this year. +++
In the East Meon area I see that Christoph Harwood is the first to spot next spring’s Hazel catkins
already formed on the branches.
INSECTS

FRI 12 SEP
A walk around the fields of Old Idsworth Farm, in the valley through which the railway runs north
from Rowlands Castle, gave me a dramatic view of hundreds of insects enjoying the first major
flowering of Ivy that I have seen this autumn. The ivy completely covers and hides the ruin of
an old stone barn by the south side of Huckswood Lane just west of Huckswood itself, and such
was the attraction of the ivy flowers to bees, flies and other insects that I could hear the noise of
their humming well before I saw the flowers. Among the other Bees and Wasps one Hornet
seemed to be hunting for prey as it weaved in and out among the flower heads, yet I never saw
it even make a lunge at any victim so perhaps it too was just there for enjoyment of the strong
scent. On the flowers I never saw more than ten Red Admirals at any one time, plus a couple
of Commas, but many more Red Admirals were flying in the vicinity and I reckon the Ivy must
have brought around 40 of them to this field edge site while I was walking past it.
Prior to reaching this spot I visited the now established new pond dug beside Huckswood about
three years ago to benefit wildlife. Although late in the season several pairs of Common
Darters were pairing and egglaying around the pond edges, and one Southern Hawker was on
a lonely patrol around it, sadly not finding a female of his species to let him join in the fun.
Elsewhere on the farm there were many Small Whites, a few more Red Admirals, and at least
one Large White, one Meadow Brown and one Speckled Wood
WED 10 SEP
At Titchfield Haven today Richard Carpenter found a Black-tailed Skimmer alive and well a month
after its advertised ‘sell by’ date of early August. From others at the Haven he heard that
Ruddy Darter had also been seen, as had a Holly Blue +++
In my own garden at Havant I had yet another close look at a Volucella zonaria hoverfly on
Buddleia - they do seem to have had a good zummer.
TUE 09 SEP
Going back to last Saturday (Sep 6) Ray Chiverton tells me of his first encounter this year with a
Convolvulus Hawkmoth, hovering to feed from plants decorating the precinct of Waterlooville
shopping centre
SUN 07 SEP
Sometime around now the work of raising new Queens in each Hornets nest is complete, the
young Queens take flight pursued by the males and after mating these Queens hide
themselves away for the winter. This leaves all the other inhabitants of this year’s nest with

time on their hands and we usually see a massive increase in out sightings of them as they
roam the countryside on their holidays before dying as the nights cool. +++
This may have already started in north Hampshires as Pete Vaughan today reported that Hornets
were numerous at Odiham Common while Mike Duffy also noticed two at Basing Forest. Pete
says he would like to photograph them but is worried about being stung - I think his worries are
needless as my own experience bears out what I have been told (that they are not at all
aggressive unless you stop them coming and going to their nest hole). I also recall seeing
Simon King on TV filming at a nest and saying that only two precautions were necessary - firstly
to give them free passage and secondly to avoid breathing at them or into the nest - he said
they much dislike the smell of human breath.
SAT 06 SEP
At Old Winchester Hill Mike Duffy found 5 Hummingbird Hawkmoths and some 20 Painted Ladies
plus 3 Silver Spotted Skippers and 3 Chalkhill Blues. More than 8 Small Tortoiseshells were
present with at least 10 Red Admirals, 5 Commas and a Peacock
THU 04 SEP
On Monday (Sep 1) Adrian Hoskins paid a visit to the south western Hampshire shore at the
Hordle Cliffs and watched a procession of migrant arrivals come in off the sea - his list showing
4 Red Admirals, 12 Small Whites and singles of both Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow. Even
more surprising, in nearby Milford on sea, he watched a Swallowtail float past (Adrian says he
has heard of others arriving along the south coast in the past few days though I have no
confirmation through Steve Nash’s website - Steve is probably on holiday as he has not
updated it since Aug 21)
Another item gleaned from the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website comes from Pete Irvine
who reports recent finds of Red Admiral larvae in nettles in the Witley Common area of Surrey
and the find of a Red Admiral pupa suspended below a bramble leaf (the butterfly has now
emerged from it). Pete comments that .. ‘The larvae were on much more "leggy" nettles in more
shady or woody areas as opposed to Peacock and Small Tortoisehell larvae that seem to
prefer much more sunny open nettle patches.’
OTHER WILDLIFE

WED 10 SEP
Many people seem to have an instictive hatred of all snakes, and I have seen one not long ago
clearly beaten to death by some rambler’s walking stick on a country path, but today Richard
Carpenter found the corpse of one that had met a more ‘honourable’ death having been
sacrificed to the chief god of our civilization. the Motor Car. Considering the excellent basking
surface offered by a tarmac road it is perhaps surprising that we do not see more snakes
among our road casualties, but since snakes have no ears to hear oncoming traffic they do
have an advantage in that their reliance on vibrations coming through the ground gives them
good warning of approaching cars. Bicycles are a different matter - their weight may not cause
much of a ‘bow wave’ in the rigid road surface, and I think I am not alone in having once had to
swerve to avoid running over a basking grass snake (admittedly not on a road but on a track
through Havant Thicket).
Another unusual observation which also comes from Richard Carpenter took place yesterday
when he was in the Alresford area where he saw lots of Trout and a Perch in the river. It does
not matter much if the river concerned was the Arle or the Itchen, which meet at the west end of
Alresford, but what caught my eye was the mention of Perch as I do not recall anyone else
reporting casual sightings of these fish despite their distinctive reddish coloured fins and tails.
Looking them up in my Readers Digest book of Water Life I read that they are a carnivorous
species, eating other fish, and that prior to the 1970s they were one of the commonest fish in
slow moving rivers, lakes and ponds, but that during the 70s the great majority were killed by
disease. Maybe Richard’s sighting shows that they are now making a come back, but it could
equally be that this individual was hungry and had been tempted out of the water weed (in
which it would normally be invisible to us, and to its prey) by the trout which had originally
caught Richard’s eye.

SAT 06 SEP
I expect that, in common with all places open to the public, Titchfield Haven is nowadays well
insured against claims for personal injury but I wonder what the small print of their policy has to
say about the case of Bill Marjeram who was innocently making his way along one of the
boardwalks when, in his words (which he has put into the third person to conceal his own
embarrassment), .. ‘The smallest squirrel I have ever seen lays in wait on the Boardwalk for
victims. It runs up the leg of a passing Birder wearing baggy shorts (think about the poss
scenarios). When eventually shaken off it did a triple sumersault and grabbed a tree branch
(very agile) then hid its head under its tail (know how it feels), I got a couple of pics of the
miscreant. I promise to never bad mouth squirrels again. Was this just the delinquent behaviour
of a crazy mixed up kid?’ My answer to that is that this was clearly an intellient and entreprising
squirrel, seeking nuts where it had been told they might be found ....
WEEK 36 SEPT 1 - 7
BIRDS

FRI 05 SEP
Following the arrival of a juvenile Red-backed Shrike in the Pett Level area of east Sussex on Sep
1 I am not surprised to hear of others turning up on the south coast (though envious of the lucky
finders!). It would seem that Wednesday (Sep 3) brought a juvenile to the Pagham Harbour
visitor centre area where it was joined briefly today by a male this morning, and yesterday John
Norton came on another juvenile in the Fort Gilkicker area of the Solent shore at Gosport (that
one was seen by both Peter Raby and Ian Calderwood last night and I suspect it is still there
although there have been no further reports for today). These are presumably birds on post
breeding dispersal, but I wonder if anyone knows more about the bird that was in the
Greenham Common area near Newbury at the beginning of August - could that possibly have
been a bird attempting the breed again in this country?
Lapwing have been back on the Hampshire coast in small numbers since July, and there have
been large flocks seen at the Testwood Lakes (80+ since July 27) with counts of 400 at Rye
Harbour on July 6, 300 at Pulborough Brooks on July 23 and 252 at the Vyne floods
(Basingstoke) on July 27, but it is perhaps only now that these birds are appearing more
generally along the coast with the intention of staying the winter, not just passing through.
Today Brian Fellows found 46 in Emsworth Harbour (previous high count of 5 on July 7) and
Richard Carpenter reported 81 at Titchfield Haven (in contrast to just 21 on Aug 23, though
there was a count of 84 there on Aug 2, those birds presumably were passing through). +++
As Lapwing are notorious as indicators of bad weather, moving in vast numbers ahead of snow, I
was intrigued to note their arrival at Emsworth on the same day that Eddie Chapman, living
near Bergen in Norway (on the same latitude as the Shetlands) told us that Woodpigeons are
already leaving his area ‘in advance of the first winter snow’. I doubt we will see snow before
next year, but we may well see huge numbers of Woodpigeons moving west in the coming
week or so. +++
Going back to Brian’s look at Emsworth Harbour today I see that he had 134 Redshank, 63
Black-tailed Godwit and his first flock of 25 Grey Plover plus two Ringed Plover.
At Titchfield Haven Richard’s other sightings included a Spotted Redshank, 2 Greenshank, a
Kingfisher and 4 Bearded Tits. Migrants seen along the canal path were 2 Whinchat, a
Redstart and a Spotted Flycatcher
David Potter, walking down the Sheepcote Valley on the east side of Brighton, had the highest
count of Whinchat so far this autumn with more than 25, and his count of 15 Spotted
Flycatchers was only two less than the 17 seen by Peter Raby on Old Winchester Hill last
Sunday. On Portsdown Hill today, looking for plants rather than birds, I was pleased to hear a
Lesser Whitethroat repeatedly uttering a toned down version of its song (just a part of the usual
‘rattle’ but enough to tell me it was there)
THU 04 SEP
A juvenile Rose Coloured Starling was seen on playing fields near the M27 south of Eastleigh

today but by the time Simon Ingram heard the news and rushed to the site the bird had flown
and there have been no further reports of it so far. +++
On Old Winchester Hill Robin Turner found 11 Spotted Flycatchers and three Redstarts, and at
Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter found the count of Shoveler had doubled from 6 on Aug 26
to 13 today, Gadwall were also up from 16 on Aug 29 to 24, but the 120 Teal of Aug 26 had
diminished to 93 and the 20 Snipe of Aug 29 were down to 12.
The most interesting news item from Sussex came from Cliff Dean watching the sea off Pett Level
last night, seeing 14 Arctic Skua go by in a short period. I’m not sure what the pattern of
passage is in Sussex but a check on Birds of Hampshire shows that the autumn peak used to
occur in the first week of September, accompanied by strong southwest winds to blow the
westward moving birds onto the shore. So far I have only heard of five singles seen on the
Hampshire coast spread throughout August and winds have been very light so I am wondering
if the low pressure system due to hit us on this coming Sunday will produce a sudden surge in
sighting of these Skuas and other seabirds.
The recent light winds have clearly given passerine migrants an easy passage southward and it
looks as if that passage is probably now at its peak. I have mentioned high counts of Whinchat
and Spotted Flycatcher above in the notes for Sept 5, and I see that yesterday (Sep 3) brought
150 Blackcaps, 25 Whitethroats and 10 Lesser Whitethroats with 1 Grasshopper Warbler to
Beachy Head where 2 Ravens were seen overhead. +++
Migrants moving south over the Isle of Wight this week have included Honey Buzzards seen over
Ventnor and Shanklin on Tuesday and Wednesday (no numbers given, presumably one each
day). A Long-eared Owl sitting on a post in the Brading Marshes last Sunday would, had it
been elsewhere along the south coast, probably have been taken as a first arrival of winter
visiting birds (following Barry Collins’ first Short-eared Owl on Thorney last weekend), and I
have to remind myself that that on the Isle of Wight, in the absence of any Tawnies, the
Long-eared are the ‘common’ owls. On Saturday (Aug 30) Brading Marshes had a Marsh
Harrier, a Hobby, thirteen Whinchat and fifteen Yellow Wagtails. +++
A couple of other recent sightings that may be worth a mention come from John Goodspeed (who
had a close view of an Osprey carrying a fish over his head at the Thornham Marshes on
Monday) and from Steve Keen who visited the shore east of Lymington yesterday and, among
other birds, saw five Pochard and a pair of Great Crested Grebe with one youngster at Sowley
Pond, and noted what was probably another migrant Grey Wagtail (although I only get that
impression from the fact that he associates it with a Yellow Wagtail, and next to 158 Swallows
flying east, in his list)
WED 03 SEP
The first Red-backed Shrike of the autumn was found in the Pett Level area between Hastings
and Rye on Sep 1 and has remained in situ since then, perching on hawthorn bushes not far
from the sea. As might be expected this is a first winter bird on its first great adventure since
leaving a nest somewhere on the continent, and from past experience it may well hang about
for a week before heading south again. +++
Other Sussex news for today includes an Osprey at Rye Harbour and a good selection of
passerine migrants (15 Spotted and 2 Pied Flycatchers, 2 Redstarts, 20 Lesser Whitethroat
and 25 Chiffchaff, etc) seen by Russell Tofts at a place identified as ‘around the upper reservoir
area overlooking Hillbarn Golf Course’. Those who know Russell will probably have no
problem identifying the place concerned, but I do wish that when people think it worth putting
their news into the public domain they would make it meaningful to those who do not know
them or where they come from. It may be that Hillbarn Golf Course is listed in the current
gazetteer which is part of the SOS website but it was not listed when I last downloaded that
gazetteer, and I cannot find any town or village in Sussex called Hillbarn so I have had to guess
where it is by (a) searching back in the SOS website for a mention off Russell Tofts name which I found back in a entry for May 21 reporting a Glaucous Gull at Widewater on the coast
near the mouth of the R. Adur - then (b) searching my maps for a golfcourse somewhere near
the Adur with the name Hill Barn. One candidate golf course lies north of Worthing and south of
Cissbury Ring, and (not apparently in the area of the golf course) there is a Hill Barn covert to

the west of Cissbury Ring so I am assuming that these birds were seen somewhere in the
Findon Valley/Cissbury Ring area though no reservoirs are marked on my large scale map.
+++
Tony Wilson does identify which part of Sussex he is talking about when he reports a Pied
Flycatcher, with Whitethroat and Chiffchaff, in has garden in the Hangleton district of Hove, as
does Colin Brand when he reports that a strange finch is back in his garden in the Lindfield area
of Haywards Heath - he says that it is definitely not a Greenish Warbler (as was suggested by
Bernie Forbes) as he has been able to get within a few feet of it and have a really close look
when it returned to a niger seed feeder in his garden.
Hampshire news includes a Guillemot seen at Keyhaven by Steve Lankester today - I thought this
was the first back in Hampshire waters but I see that Bob Marchant had three of them off
Stokes Bay at Gosport on Aug 1, and I must assume that both Bob’s birds and the current one
were ‘local strays’ from the breeding birds on the southern cliffs of the Isle of Wight. +++
The lastest Swift so far was seen today by Richard Carpenter over the Titchfield Haven area, and
in Gosport Peter Raby had an unusual bird for his garden in the form of a Whinchat - plenty of
these are now reaching the coast but Trevor Carpenter points out that when he organised a
recent survey of garden birds in Hampshire not one participant reported a Whinchat - perhaps
people like Eddie Wiseman (and now Pete Durnell) did not contribute to the survey as I would
be surprised if places like Normandy Farmhouse on the Lymington Marshes have never had a
Whinchat in them, though I agree that Peter Raby is pretty lucky to have one in the residential
area of Gosport. +++
Kevin Stouse took a look around the IBM North Harbour site at Portsmouth this lunchtime, finding
the flock of Cormorant had incresed by one up to ten birds (plus 6 Herons). He also saw a
great mass of gulls over the nearby Paulsgrove rubbish tip (is the falconer with the job of
keeping the gulls away from the tip on holiday? has he given up the attempt? or has he lost all
his falcons? - at least one flew off on its own and another was crushed under one of the rubbish
bulldozers not long ago). Kevin saw 3 Spotted Flycatchers and heard Chiffchaff song (so did I
in my Havant garden today) but his most interesting observation was of a male Mallard in
sparkling fresh plumage at a time when all other duck are in eclipse. Can anyone comment on
this? Could it be that some duck are completing their moult this early? or was this a youngster
hatched early this year and acquiring full adult plumage much earlier than the older birds? +++
On Old Winchester Hill today John Shillitoe thought there was little about until, as he was
returning to his car at the end of a visit, he found himself in the middle of a wave of small
migrants moving east through the bushes. He says .. ‘In the space of a few minutes I would
guess more than a hundred birds flitted past me. I was not able to identify many, as they were
not hanging around, but there were certainly at least 9 Blackcaps, some Willow/Chiffs,
unidentifed warblers, Great, Blue, Long-tailed Tits, Goldcrests, Gold-, Green- and
Chaffinches, and Blackbirds. The procession soon stopped, so I walked along the line of
bushes, but found very little as I guess they must have kept moving. Seemed rather out of
place compared to the quiet of the previous two hours!’ +++
Prior to this wave John had seen 5 Redstarts and 9 Blackcaps with 2 Lesser Whitethroats and
single Wheatear, Whinchat and Spotted Flycatcher. He also reports some 20 Meadow Pipit
which may well have been the same group which Peter Raby saw here last Sunday and which
may be residents which have bred here rather than migrants (as this is early for Meadow Pipit
movement). Several people have remarked on seeing Red-legged Partridge in the fields
around the reserve recently, and today John says there are ‘hundreds’ present - does that
presage lots of shooting over these fields in the coming months?
While updating my database with the records from last weekend I was this evening listening to the
Prom concert and so happened to catch an interval talk given by one Nigel Collar who, when
working in Portugal in the 1970s, used his spare time to seek out and watch Great Bustard in
the remoter parts of that country. The highspot of this time was one expedition during which he
found 144 of these birds, becoming ‘hooked on them’ for life. Twenty six years later, visiting the
same area, he found the countryside much changed with EEC money being used to fence the
land in to fields in which massive modern agricultural machinery was already at work, and to
dig a massive reservoir from which water would soon allow even more intensive farming.

Despite his knowledge of the ways of the Bustards he could only find seven left there. His
passion for the birds and his despair at the loss of their habitat was clear to all, and I was not
surprised to hear that he is now a vital member of the team running the project to bring 40 Great
Bustards each year from Spain to Salisbury Plain - David Thelwell told us of this scheme last
March and said it would start this year and run for seven years. +++
I have never been keen on such schemes for the re-introduction of species into areas where they
have previously become extinct, but Nigel’s talk left me with the feeling that without the creation
of a sort of Whipsnade Zoo on Salisbury Plain these tremendous birds could well become
extinct in Europe within the next twenty five years, and left me wondering if, in fifty years time,
even areas of wilderness that can still be found in Poland will all be given over to wheat priaries,
water-sports facilities and holiday camps.
TUE 02 SEP
As Martin Hampton cycled north over Langstone bridge after visiting the Oysterbeds this evening
he had the double surprise of first seeing a Merganser fly west under the bridge followed by
four Goldeneye also going west high over the bridge before turning south down the west side of
Hayling away from any watchers on Farlington Marshes. I assume the Merganser was a
female and am not too surprised at its presence as I know that they occasionally stay through
the summer (as one has been doing in Southampton Water this year - this could even be that
bird getting restless), but I find the Goldeneye very surprising as I have not heard of any
summering birds in either Hampshire or Sussex this year. The normal arrival date for migrants
is in the second half of October, with none seen at many locations until November, but one or
two birds summered in Hampshire in five of the ten years 1992-2001 (two were in Langstone
Harbour in September of 1999 with the other records coming from the Avon and Test valleys in
94, 95, 96 and 98) +++
At the Oysterbeds Martin found seven juvenile Common Terns still present on the tern nest island
in the lagoon and saw a parent bring food to two of them. 11 Ringed Plover were back and 6
Common Sandpiper were present but Martin was most pleased with the sight of two
Kingfishers flying nose to tail over the lagoon with a third bird over ‘Texaco Bay’ between the
rail and road bridges. More than 350 Starlings were on overhead wires above the ‘Brick field’,
preparing to settle down for the night. (If it is of any interest I recently learnt that Texaco Bay
also owes its origin to the excavation of clay for brick making)
On Aug 26 the two Spoonbill (which have been seen at Titchfield Haven almost daily since July
8/9 with one five day absence between Aug 6 and 13) flew off west, but today one of them was
back, seen by Richard Carpenter after a six day absence. Richard does not say if it was the
identifiable bird with the ring marked AC, so I suppose this may be a newcomer. +++
At Brownwich today Richard noted a flock of some 200 House Martins - the first indication of
major movement by this species which usually stays with us longer than the Swallows and
House Martins. Peter Raby in Gosport confims this movement of House Martins, saying that
he watched several waves of them, mixed with Swallows, pass over his garden heading south
and estimates the total count of hirundines seen by him was over 450 (with only 1 Sand Martin
that he could pick out). +++
While at Brownwich Richard also saw a flock of around 30 House Sparrows and 3 Reed Buntings.
In past years flocks of House Sparrows always adjourned at this time of year from the houses
and farms where they had nested to the recently harvested fields, and the bonanza of spilt
grain and insects to be found there may have been a major factor in giving the young birds a
good start in life. Modern harvesting leaves little grain on the ground and the insecticides
sprayed on the crops before harvest must greatly reduce the insect food available to the birds whatever the reason these large foraging flocks of what I used to call ‘Corn Sparrows’ have
become a thing of the past, the Sparrows preferring to remain in and around gardens (including
my own) where seed is put out for them and there are more insects surviving. +++
The Reed Buntings are the first in Hampshire to be mentioned by anyone since July 22, and I find
this rather worrying. Maybe people have been seeing them and not thought them worth a
mention but up to that date I have 88 records gleaned from various sources, since then I have
just three (one from Kent, one from the Isle or Wight and one from Thorney Island in Sussex).
Of the 88 earlier records 56 were from Hampshire but only 8 of them were dated later than

April. Does this mean that Reed Buntings have almost ceased to be breeding birds in
Hampshire and become just winter visitors? One ray of light in pursuing that thought is that the
July 22 record was of a juvenile at Simon Ingram’s Eastleigh Lakeside Park (but of course that
is soon to be built over!!) +++
Richard Hallett paid a visit to Pennington Marshes today and tells us that 40 Eider can still be
seen on the water there. On the shore he had 3 Curlew Sandpiper and 71 Turnstone plus other
birds such as Dartford Warbler.
Sussex news for today includes the arrival of 400 Golden Plover at Rye Harbour - hopefully we
too will soon be seeing large flocks back in Hampshire. Also at Rye the two Red-necked
Phalarope which dropped in during last Friday’s torrential rain are still present, two Spotted
Redshank could be seen, and 3 Honey Buzzards, a Marsh Harrier and a Common Buzzard
were all seen. Single Wrynecks were at Beachy Head and at Weir Wood reservoir (with a
Wood Sandpiper) +++
In the Pett Level area Cliff Dean may have witnessed the arrival of 5 Common Buzzard from the
continent (he does not claim that they were immigrants - one was seen distantly while he was
out walking and four more appeared over his garden after he got home, moving north with the
help of thermals). While out in the morning Cliff saw an Arctic Skua and a juvenile Little Gull
over the sea, and noted that Fulmars were still on the cliffs to the east of Hastings (normally
they have left by now). Onshore the best bird was the Red-backed Shrike near the Military
Canal (see note for Wed 3 Aug above) but hundreds of hirundines were on the move (one Swift
and one Hobby also seen) and he notes single Meadow Pipit and Grey Wagtail as also
appearing to be on the move. +++
Elsewhere in Sussex there were reports of a White Stork going east over Brighton at 13:15 and
another White Stork going west over Coombe Have (between Bexhill and Hastings) at 11:15 could just be one bird on a round trip
On Aug 31 Will Walmsley saw the first Black-necked Grebe back in Langstone Harbour, and
today I have a note from Jeff Goodridge saying that when he was at the Broadmarsh slipway
early yesterday morning (Sep 1) he saw 3 of them in the Chalkdock lake north of North Binness
island. In the same water, probably brought together by the low tide, were 60 Great Crested
Grebe, and around this northern part of the harbour he could see 40 Egrets. Jeff also saw a
Hobby here +++
A note from John Collman says that when he was having a round of golf yesterday at Hartley
Witney (north west of Fleet in the north of Hampshire) he watched a pair of Egyptian Geese
with nine goslings all now fledged and airborne. John says he visits the golf course once a
week and first noticed a female Egyptian Goose there on June 2, and on June 18 saw a pair of
adults with 12 tiny goslings which he has since watched grow (and diminish in number to 9
which will probably survive now they can fly). When Birds of Hampshire was published in 1992
it seems that this species had not bred in Hampshire though there was a small colony in
Berkshire. First recorded breeding in the county occurred in 1994 at Wellington country park
and since then they have also been known to nest in the Avon valley just north of Ringwood,
using a pollard Willow for their tree nest.
An intriguing entry on the SOS website from Nick Gray says .. ‘Approx 20 Brent Geese (light
fronted) were seen flying just above the rooftops over houses in West Wittering at 07.30 on
Monday 1st September. They seemed to be on ‘final approach’ into Snow Hill Marshes.’ I
rather suspect that their ‘light frontedness’ identified them as Canada Geese but await further
evidence with interest. +++
Other Sussex news for Sept 1 is of a Wryneck at Barcombe reservoir north of Lewes, while on
Aug 31 Tony Gutteridge saw 3 Avocet in the Fishbourne Channel of Chichester Harbour, on
the east side opposite Dell Quay.
MON 01 SEP
Little news for today has yet reached me but I see that Birdguides reported the presence of an
Ortlolan Bunting and a Merlin in the St Catherine’s Point/Whale Chine area of the Isle of Wight.
The Merlin is the second to return to the coast this autumn (Bernie Forbes had one over the
Selsey West Fields on Saturday, Aug 30) but the Orlolan Bunting is the first I have heard of on
the south coast this year - in each of the three previous years there were two sightings earlier

than September but there is still time for one to show in Hampshire - in 2001 there was one at
Brownwich on Oct 12.
A beautiful calm and almost cloudless evening co-incided with a trip I had to make to Hayling
Island so I used the opportunity to make a check on the Tournerbury Wood Egret roost. In just
over 30 minutes starting at 19:45 I counted 56 Egrets flying into the trees from Chichester
Harbour, the short intervals between the arrival of the Egrets (mainly in ones and twos but with
a few groups of four or five) being filled by a non-stop ballet put on by 200 Rooks and Jackdaws
wheeling above the same trees in which they too intended to stay the night, to the
accompaniment of the calls of Curlew and Greenshank over the mud flats.
A note from Andrew Brookes today revealed more about the nightly habits of the large flock of
Canada Geese in the Portchester area east of Fareham. For those who want to see or count
the flock at its night roost he suggests that .. ‘The best vantage point is the Crematorium itself.
Leave the car in the car park, which is open all hours, walk westwards past the Crematorium
building into the ornamental park at the rear, and make for the western boundary hedge near
the shelter. Pick your way through the shrubs and floral tributes, stand on tiptoe or soap box, et
voila.’ He goes on to say .. ‘An amusing aspect is the foxes stalking the flock. The birds seem
to appoint sentries or pickets to keep an eye on the encroaching beasts.’ +++
I would like to hope that lots of foxes get news of this flock and that the sentries fall asleep but I
doubt that will happen - I have read somewhere that all bird species are never more than
half-asleep - they rest one side of their brains at a time, and at all times are conscious on at
least one side and can see with one eye. What does surprise me is that these Geese do not
spend their nights on the water in the nearby harbour as the Brent and inland feeding seagulls
do.
SUN 31 AUG
John Clark was at the Blashford Lakes today for the first of his Avon Valley special study WeBS
counts for this winter. His most interesting find was a juvenile Spotted Redshank which he
believes to be the first ever recorded in the Avon valley. My own interest in the status of
Greylags in Hampshire drew my eye to his count of 196+ Greylags coming to roost with a equal
count of 196+ Canada Geese. I doubt there has been a real decrease in the number of
Greylag (even if the worldwide population of wild Greylags is said to be in serious decline) but
today’s count of some 200 is below John’s first Avon valley count for last year (15 Sep 2002)
when his estimate was of 260+, and well below Nigel Stubbs estimate of 600+ flying over his
garden bordering the Avom south of Ringwood on 10 Sep 02. The 196+ Canada Geese
recorded by John today is however 100 more than the 90+ which he had last year on Sep 15.
+++
12 female Pochard was a good figure for this early date (he only had 4 on Sept 15 last year), and
other duck counts were 74 Tufted Duck, 49 Teal, 22 Shoveler and 2 Wigeon with 105 Mallard.
28 Gadwall were present today compared to 113 last September and Coot were down from
825 last September to 605 today but an evening count of 4800+ Lesser Blackback gulls was
up on last years estimate of 3100 leaving the roost at dawn +++
I’m not sure if John had any Yellow Wagtails in the Avon Valley today but Colin Bates was pleased
to have a small flock of more than 14 in the Itchen Valley at Bishopstoke - he says it is the
highest count he has recorded there and comments that in several years recently he has seen
none at all. +++
Another well satisfied Hampshire birder today was Steve Keen who had a brief encounter with a
Melodious Warbler in the Beckton Bunny area of the shore just east of Barton on sea where he
also watched 2 Hobbies hunting 190 Swallows and noted 14+ Wheatear, 10 Yellow Wagtail, 6+
Whinchat, 6+ Chiffchaff, 4+ Whitethroat, 3 Tree Pipit, 2 Lesser Whitethroat and a Blackcap
(similar mixes of passerine migrants are currently being seen all along the coast). At the Lower
Test Marshes Paul Winter added Redstart, Willow Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher to this list,
and on Old Winchester Hill Peter Raby saw Garden Warbler and more than 20 Meadow Pipits
(of which we will no doubt hear more when their main passage gets under way in about a
month’s time).
Turning to Sussex I see that Barry Collins had the first autumn Short-eared Owl over the old
Thorney Island airfield today as well as three passing Ospreys all taking fish from the Great

Deeps. The first Osprey was there at around 9:30am and was no problem but the other two,
which arrived together at around 2pm (just before high tide) caused the hige mass of waders
which had already settled in the roost at the east end of the Deeps to panic and spoilt the day
for the Farlington Ringing Group who had been hoping to be the ones to create the panic with a
smart bit of cannon-netting (that’s purely my assumption - maybe they were just there like other
birders to watch and count the birds). David Thelwell, who was presumably with the ringers,
wonders if one or more of these Ospreys was the bird that has been seen by a good many
people in Langstone Harbour - that could have been the case with the first bird which flew west
fairly low towards Langstone Harbour (but I think it unlikely as the bird which seems to have
been happily settled in the Langstone Channel area of the harbour from at least Friday to
Sunday, perched on a post when not fishing, has shown no tendency to roam) and the other
two arrived from the east, caught their fish, then soared up to around 2000 feet to disappear
into the clouds (probably gaining height to continue their journey south, though David said they
were drifting west over Hayling when last seen). +++
Further west in Sussex four Swifts went over Brighton, a Black Kite was seen at Rye and a Great
White Egret flew east past the mouth of the R Arun. The Wryneck which arrived at Beachy
Head last Friday (Aug 29) was still present (with both Pied Flycatcher and Grasshopper
Warbler seen there) as were the two Red-necked Phalarope which also dropped in at Rye on
Friday.
Coming back to Hampshire Will Walmsley was at Farlington Marshes today and found the first
Black-necked Grebe back in the Chalkdock Channel north of North Binness island. We have
come to expect one or two of these grebes to stay in the harbour until May and last year (after
the last sighting of the winter flock on Mar 18) two stayed in the harbour through the summer, to
be joined by the first returning bird on Sep 2. This year the last winter birds were seen off the
Oysterbeds on Feb 21 and there have been no reports of summering birds in Langstone
harbour (though there have been several sightings off the Sussex coast). +++
Will is also the first to report the annual emergence of the Brent Geese which have been
summering in the harbour but keeping a low profile out among the islands - at this time of year
they seem to sense the imminent return of their migrant brethren and to come out into the open
(seemingly scanning the skies for the returning birds). Looking at my records for this year I see
that I saw 9 Brent still with us at Broadmarsh on Apr 13, and Bob Chapman wrote of ‘a few out
on the islands’ on Apr 24, but since then I have only two summer reports, on June 6 and June
8, both sightings of a single bird with Canada Geese at the Farlington Marshes Deeps.
Interestingly I have heard no reports of summering Brent in Chichester Harbour, where there
are usally up to 14 of them in the Thorney Channel, since Kevin Stouse saw 8 in the
Fishbourne Channel on May 11. +++
Today Will saw two Brent on the Langstone Harbour islands but I think they will have to wait ten
days or more before any migrants arrive - last year the arrival date was Sept 14. +++
To the east of Farlington Marshes I had a (for me) unusual sight when I was at Budds Farm. A
Peregrine flew in from the direction of the Oysterbeds, but instead of continuing along the
Broadmarsh shore to hunt at Farlington Marshes as I would have expected it began to spiral up
like a soaring Sparrowhawk. It had not completed one full turn when a second Peregrine (I’m
pretty sure a juvenile in light brown plumage) ‘stooped’ on the first adult bird with extended
talons and a lot of vocal screaming. This second bird then joined the soaring spiral, but twice
more made mock attacks on what was possibly it’s mother before it settled down , the two
continuing upwards until out of sight to the naked eye. +++
Swallows, House and Sand Martins were all in the air over the Budds pools but the only new
ducks on the surface were one male Shoveler and a lone Teal. Heading home eastwards
along the South Moor shore I passed some 300 Oystercatcher with just two Ringed Plover, two
Turnstone, a few Curlew and one Egret. Out on the harbour were at least 32 Great Crested
Grebe and in the muddy bottom of the Langbrook stream at low tide were two Greenshank and
a Common Sandpiper.
Other Hampshire sightings that may be of interest today come from William Legge who had a
juvenile Med Gull at Fleet Pond, with 16 night roosting Cormorant and a couple of Reed
Warbler still present. At Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley Peter Raby had, in addition to

a varied host of passerine migrants which included both Chiffchaffs and Willow Warblers in
song, 21 Red-leg Partridge, 12 Bullfinch and 2 Crossbill flying west overhead (Mark Litjens had
11 Crossbill over here on Aug 10) +++
At Hook/Warsash Bob Marchant heard the ‘pee-pee-pee’ call of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
(or was it the faint version of the Great Spotted’s ‘chic’ call that he heard) - he doesn’t say
which but I think it is unusal for Lesser Spots to call at all other then in the first three months of
each year. Also at Hook were 4 Sedge and 2 Reed Warblers with 12 Whinchat and 23 Yellow
Wagtail +++
Along the coast at Titchfield Haven the Ringed Plover count was up to 74 and there were 51
Turnstone, but only 12 Common Tern, when Peter Raby was there +++
To end today’s reports I see that Ian Pibworth’s dawn to dusk sit in at Testwood Lakes brought
him more than 400 Canada Geese (with just one Greylag), and more interestingly 378 Mallard
heading south overhead (maybe birds returning to the coast for the winter from inland breeding
sites?). Ian adds that he also visited this site on Aug 25 and had a Honey Buzzard overhead.
SAT 30 AUG
Tim Lawman was driving up West Lane on Hayling today and had to make an emergency stop in
the Daw Lane area to check out a low flying raptor which turned out to be a Honey Buzzard,
probably one of several heading south on a broad front as two more were reported from
Sussex, one in the Adur Valley and one over Pagham Harbour where the three Marsh Harriers
are still present +++
Also in the Pagham area Bernie Forbes led an SOS walk party from the Pagham visitor centre
over the Selsey west fields right down to the sea and back. Best bird was probably a Merlin the first back at the south coast this winter - while an equally unexpectd sight was of a Little Owl
trying to sleep in a thick hedge but given away by a scolding Redstart. A thorough check of the
hedge near this owl revealed the presence of two more Little Owls (possibly of the same family
group?) +++
Further east at Arlington Reservoir in the Cuckmere valley the first Black-necked Grebe of the
coming winter was back and with it was an adult Little Gull in winter plumage. +++
At the extreme west end of Sussex a lone Swift went over David Parker’s home at Forestside
At Farlington Marshes today John Shillitoe was lucky enough to see a Wryneck in the open,
ant-hill strewn grassy area between the western entrance gate and the ‘bushes’ and also noted
a Little Stint, a Ruff, two Avocet and maybe three Spotted Redshank plus four Knot, a Golden
Plover and at least four Yellow Wagtail. A Peregrine was overhead and an Osprey could be
seen distantly in the south east of the harbour. +++
Alistair Martin tells me that this Osprey is a juvenile, probably arrived yesterday (Aug 29), and
seems to have settled in for a long stay, perching on posts marking the Langstone channel
when not fishing.. Alistair also visited Farlington Marshes today, missing the Wryneck but
seeing the two Avocet, one Ruff, and a party of half a dozen Curlew Sandpiper feeding in the
shallow water of the lake, showing their thinnish, buff plumaged necks when they raised their
heads. In the evening Alistair stopped off at the Texaco garage at the south end of Langstone
Bridge to take a short walk along the path leading south behind the garage towards the Bridge
Farm stables and then across the fields to the New Cut housing estate. Here Tim Lawman had
seen a good mixed bunch of Spotted and Pied Flycatchers on the previous day and some were
still present, either in the tall trees lining the path near the stables or on the sunny southern side
of the shorter trees lining the east west section of the path,
Simon Ingram at Eastleigh Lakeside today had a Reed Warbler with a Redstart, a Tree Pipit and
three Whinchat plus a Kingisher and a Hobby to end a week which brought a similar list on
most days plus 7 Yellow Wagtails over yesterday when the Whinchat total peaked at 10 birds.
+++
At Woolmer Pond Richard Ford found 83 Teal present today and on Old Winchester Hill John
Shillitoe had more than 7 Redstarts with three Wheatear and six Whinchat in the Meon valley
south of the hill +++
John Faithfull was out by the upper stretch of the River Hamble at Curbridge today finding 3
Common Tern still present with 5 Egrets, 5 Greenshank, 3 Common Sandpiper and 2
Kingfishers. He then went on to Hook at the mouth of the river and, among many others, saw

34 Yellow Wagtail, 23 Ringed Plover, 60 Black-tailed Godwit and 2 more Greenshank which
seem to be particularly numerous and widespread this autumn. +++
On the canal path alongside Titchfield Haven Mark Rolfe is reported to have seen 17 Whinchat,
another species that is numerous this autumn.
Reports for yesterday (Aug 29) are headed by one from Pete Hughes, warden of Pulborough
Brooks, who had a phone call asking for advice on getting 30 House Martins to vacate the
upper room of a house into which they had flown through an open window to escape heavy
rain. Once inside they settled down on the curtain rail and were reluctant to leave! +++
The rain may also have assisted in bringing two Red-necked Phalarope down onto the Ternery
Pool at Rye Harbour - the first of this species to visit the reserve since 1990. +++
At Beachy Head a Wryneck was grounded and at Church Norton a Greenish Warbler was seen
briefly - this rare warbler does not seem to have ever visited Hampshire but the past week has
seen one reported in Kent and another possibly seen in the Lindfield area of Haywards Heath
where it was not identified but was described by Colin Brand on Aug 26 as follows .. ‘At 15.00
this pm heard unfamiliar bird song in my Lindfield garden (TQ 347243).It had elements of
Goldfinch and Canary and was slightly reminicent of Pied Wagtail.The bird was on the topmost
twig of 20ft Maple tree.The breast was uniformly yellow/green without bars or stripes,the facial
area was slightly paler with an eyestripe running from the centre of the bill ,through the eye and
on toward the back of the head.The back and wings were olive.After several minutes it flew
away behind the tree but appeared to have no wing bars.I have seen and heard Citril Finch
some years ago in the Cevennes .’ From this description Bernie Forbes suggested that it might
well be a Greenish Warbler...
PLANTS

FRI 05 SEP
On Wednesday (Sep 3) I had a note from John Goodspeed saying that he had just been shown a
plant growing on a Portsdown roadside which appeared to be Sickle Medick (Medicago sativa
falcata), but he could not confirm that identification as the plant was prostrate and downy
(Francis Rose says it should be hairless and erect) and had no seed pods which are essential
to confident identification +++
My first reaction was that it was unlikely to be Sickle Medick as I thought that was confined to East
Anglia, but a check of the Hampshire Flora showed that it had been recorded in Hampshire all
of three times - in 1907 and 1956 at Southampton Docks and in 1953 in Bournemouth. With
this depth of knowledge in my head I went this morning to have a look at the plants in situ, and
if others want to do so they are very easy to find. The rough map ref is SU 667 064 at the
junction of Portsdown Hill Road running east west along the hill ridge and the London Road (old
A3) running north from Portsmouth to cross the hill top by The George pub. To see the plants
you can use one of two carparks opening off the south side of the Portsdown Hill Road - one
some 300 metres east of the junction and the other (the well known ‘Viewpoint’ with resident
Burger bar) the same distance west. You then walk to the lowest point of the dip in the
Portsdown Hill Road and turn south down the west side of the slip road connecting the two
main roads. Around 100 metres down this pavement, just before a yellow road gritting salt box,
you should see a metre wide patch of dark green leaves topped with many bright yellow flowers
growing in the close cut grass right by the pavement, and these are the plants in question. +++
I was as puzzled as John had been, and none the wiser after at least ten minutes scanning Stace
back in my car, so I rang Eric Clement (the eminent authority on Alien Plants, who happens to
live in Gosport for our benefit!) and he too was stumped by my description over the phone but
agreed to have a look at my specimen. At first glance he was still stumped and began
muttering ‘new to Britain’, but after a number of searches through his reference books and vast
herbarium he came to the tentative conclusion that John Goodspeed was probably right though
he would not commit himself to either of two possibilities without seed pods. If the plant is
Medicago sativa falcata the pods should be ‘sickle shaped’ (flat bladed and somewhat curved
towards the tip), if the pods turn out to be curled into circular balls (like those of Black Medick)
then he will say that it is Medicago sativa glomerata which has only one previous British record
from the Kent coast. +++

Eric thinks it unlikely that any seed pods will be found as none appeared to be forming on the older
dying flowers on my specimen (and neither I nor John could see any anywhere in the large
clump) but should anyone visiting the plant find a pod please let me know. The prostrate nature
of the plants is probably the result of continuous mowing (maybe the hairiness is a nervous
reaction to the sound of an approaching mower!), but the plant has nevertheless probably
managed to survive here for some time in order to develop the large patch that now exists, and
should be there in future years.
While I was on Portsdown I had a quick look round to see what plants were still in flower, and was
pleased to find Bastard Toadflax, Squinancywort and Harebells still flourishing close to the
eastern carpark, and much Blue Fleabane near the strange Medick. John had told me that I
should find lots of Autumn Ladies Tresses near the Medick in the unmown grass but I was
diverted by the Medick before seeing them and only saw one cluster of five plants on the other
side of the London Road, where I also found Agrimony, Annual Wallrocket and one almost over
Autumn Gentian +++
While on Portsdown I kept a weather eye open, as I have been doing for a week or so now, for the
first Ivy flower to open but so far, although I have watched to tight flowerheads expand to
extend their individual flower buds, I have not seen one open. It was consequently a surprise to
read on the Butterfly Conservation website that when Jonathan Forsyth was visiting Shipton
Bellinger (on the Wiltshire border west of Andover) last Saturday (Aug 30) Red Admirals were
already clustering on Ivy flowers. +++
The newsletter of the HWT Flora Group which reached me today has much of interest, including
one piece of news that is probably not common knowledge here in the south east of Hampshire
concerning one of our specialities, the Sword-leaved Helleborine which has its British
stronghold in the Chappetts Copse nature reserve at West Meon to the north of Old Winchester
Hill. Back in 1970 a total of 2689 flowering spikes were recorded there but subsequently much
of the site was shaded by encroaching trees and shrubs. More recently, mainly thanks to
Richard Hedley, much of the shade has been removed and this year the count was back to
2185 spikes. That, however, is not the special news - the surprise item is that one flowering
spike has now appeared in the Coulters Dean reserve on the downs above Buriton (near
Petersfield). Perhaps we will hear more about this next February when our Havant members
group of the Wildlife Trust has a talk about the Coulters Dean reserve. +++
Not from the Flora Group newsletter, but from Richard Carpenter, comes new of another plant
which is much commoner in Hampshire but which I do not think I have ever seen - it flourishes
in our river valleys and in some damp woodland, but is absent from the drier area around
Havant. This is Water Chickweed which Richard found in flower in July when visiting the West
Walk woods in the Meon Valley, and today he has seen it flowering again further down the
Meon beside the canal alongside Titchfield Haven
MON 01 SEP
Richard Carpenter is the first to spot Hops in flower this year - doing so today when he was on the
canal path alongside Titchfield Haven. Although he does not say so I assume these were the
well known female flowers as used in beer making. I am amazed that this plant still survives in
our countryside as the male and female plants that I have found are always miles from each
other and I cannot imagine that wind-blown fertilization can be successful enough to maintain
the fertility of the species. Does anyone know if they rely on the wind? or is there some
specialist insect involved?
SUN 31 AUG
Several people have remarked to me that this is a good year for Autumn Ladies Tresses - one
person living on Portsdown Hill noting that where the display on her lawn has in past years
been of a few separated single spikes this year has brought a much bigger total with most
spikes having a tight circle of young plants around them as family groups become established.
+++
Another interesting comment comes from Maurice Pugh who counted 1000 spikes at Moonhills
Lawn south of the Hilltop road junction to the east of Beaulieu (close to the east side of the road
halfway along the straight section between the four way road junction and the cattle grid at the
end of the open Forest heath). He says this is the best show of these orchids he has seen at

this site and remarks that the flowers on the spikes growing here spiral round the stem as they
should whereas a colony of around 100 flowering spikes which he saw yesterday at the
Roundhills site (on the Cadnam-Fordingbridge road immediately you come into the open
Forest and golf course after leaving the village of Brook) all seemed to have their flowers
straight up one side of the stem
This may be a good year for some plants but I see that Brian Fellows, in his weekly Brook
Meadow newsletter from Emsworth, records the absence of Pepper Saxifrage from that site
this year, reminding me that I too have seen none anywhere. Although this is a late flowering
plant (last year I did not see my first until Aug 1) I would have expected to have noticed it lining
the Hayling coastal path just north of the pillbox and path leading the the West Lane bends
where it is usually abundant and long before it flowers the distinctive leaves reveal its
presence. There is still hope that it will show at Brook Meadow as I see that last year the buds
had not opened as late as Sept 3, and some flowers could still be seen in the second week of
November - perhaps its waiting for the rain?
Walking along the Langstone harbour seawall at Langstone South Moor today I stopped to admire
the huge growth of Rock Samphire in seawall cracks just west of where a wooden board marks
the northern end of the pipe briging fresh water to Hayling Island. I can rememember that in the
1980s this plant was fairly rare, with none growing here nor anywhere around the periphery of
Farlington Marshes (there was a plant in the stretch from the reserve boundary west to the
Eastern Road). While looking at this plant today I noticed the leaves of a single plant of Sea
Kale, the very first I have seen in this northern edge of the harbour. In recent years I have
noted it establishing itself on the shingle bar south of the entrance to Stoke Bay (immediately
south of the Hayling Oysterbeds) and hopefully it is spreading elsewhere. +++
Earlier in the same walk I had been pleased to find four flowering plants of Devil’s Bit Scabious in
the South Moor orchid field - this plant has had a very tenuous foothold here as long as I can
remeber - in many years I have failed to find it here and today’s show is the best I can recall (no
doubt mainly due to the cattle being further south in the SSSI grassland and not graing this
area).
INSECTS

THU 04 SEP
Although the number of butterflies has inevitably begun to drop off as we enter September
Jonathan Forsyth remains tireless in seeking them out and in recording high numbers. Last
Saturday (Aug 30) he logged 15 butterfly species and found a very surprising total of 52
Gatekeepers still on the wing at Shipton Bellinger (west of Andover) where the Ivy was already
flowering and had attracted 35 Red Admirals. While there he saw 87 Small Heath but only 4
Small Coppers, and on the same day at Burkham Home Farm near Alton he had a Clouded
Yellow (to add to a Painted Lady he saw at Shipton Bellinger) and 57 Common Blues. +++
On Sunday (Aug 31) Jonathan went to Cannon Heath Down, just south of Kingsclere at the
northern end of the Wayfarer’s Way (over 70 miles from its southern start at Emsworth) but
could only find eight butterfly species there. In contrast to the total of 4 Small Copper seen on
the Wiltshire border on the previous day he found 45 of them here. +++
Today Jonathan was back on the Burkham Home Farm site (between Alton and Basingstoke)
with only five butterfly species to be seen but one of the five species was Common Blue with 40
individuals on the wing.
On Monday (Sep 1) Adrian Hoskins paid a visit to the south western Hampshire shore at the
Hordle Cliffs and watched a procession of migrant arrivals come in off the sea - his list showing
4 Red Admirals, 12 Small Whites and singles of both Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow. Even
more surprising, in nearby Milford on sea, he watched a Swallowtail float past (Adrian says he
has heard of others arriving along the south coast in the past few days though I have no
confirmation through Steve Nash’s website - Steve is probably on holiday as he has not
updated it since Aug 21)
Another item gleaned from the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website comes from Pete Irvine
who reports recent finds of Red Admiral larvae in nettles in the Witley Common area of Surrey
and the find of a Red Admiral pupa suspended below a bramble leaf (the butterfly has now

emerged from it). Pete comments that .. ‘The larvae were on much more "leggy" nettles in more
shady or woody areas as opposed to Peacock and Small Tortoisehell larvae that seem to
prefer much more sunny open nettle patches.’
TUE 02 SEP
Andrew Carter (living somewhere in Hampshire - possibly in the west of the county) today
contributed an interesting item, relating to a strange inhabitant of a bird nestbox, to the
HOSLIST birding news email group. It seems that a neighbour of Andrew’s had asked him
about a colony of wasps that had made a nest in one of his bird boxes, and asked if he could
identify them as they were bigger and blacker than Common Wasps. Andrew passed the query
to English Nature and an expert at their Peterborough HQ decided that the evidence pointed to
the large wasp species Dolichovespula media which has started to invade Britain from the
continent in the past twenty years. If this ‘identification by phone’ was correct this is the first
report of the species using a bird box as they normally build their nests in trees or bushes
where they are occasionally discovered by unwary gardeners trying to remove unwanted
bramble bushes and the like - the wasps may well, as the English Nature expert is reported to
have said, be non-aggressive towards humans if left in peace, but I have heard stories of
people being severely stung when unintentionally ‘attacking’ a nest that they did not know was
there. One other point that is not made clear in this report is the size of the nestbox involved as the wasps are big and usually numerous I would expect the nest to be approaching the size
of a football and not something that would fit into a Tit box - the box in question must I think
have been intended for owls or kestrels.
There is little else to report today but I see that Richard Carpenter had a Clouded Yellow at
Brownwich, close to Titchfield Haven, and hear from Tony Wilson that when he was at Beachy
Head on Aug 31 he saw a late Emperor dragonfly still on the wing.
Not news but a correction to previous news for Aug 26 comes from Lawrence Holloway who on
that day saw a large and hairy hoverfly which he decided was Volucella bombylans - he now
says that someone who saw the picture of this insect on Lawrence’s website has corrected the
name to Eristalis intricarius.
MON 01 SEP
Nothing special to report today but I was personally pleased to have a male Brimstone in my
Havant garden and to be greeted by a Comma near my front garden Buddleia as I returned
from a local shopping trip. +++
Richard Carpenter was out and about more than I was but a visit to Hook shore only gave him 5
Small Copper, a Southern Hawer and five Migrant Hawkers
SUN 31 AUG
Cliff Oakley, of the newly re-formed Petersfield area group of Hampshire Wildlife Trust members,
today sent me some intriguing news. He says .. ‘On Saturday, a friend told us she had just seen
6 Adonis Blues at Old Winchester Hill. My wife Jill and I went up there today to check and
although the weather was far from perfect, we saw two of them. I understand they are from
recent releases by English Nature. There were still many Silver Spotted Skippers in evidence
as well as fifteen more butterfly species, and a Hummingbird hawkmoth, in our one-hour visit.’
+++
I think this must be at least the third attempt by English Nature to re-establish this lovely butterfly
at a site which seems eminently well suited to support it were it not for one factor which is I think
known in the trade as ‘islandisation’. Here you have a perfect site to support the species
surrounded on all sides by an uncrossable ocean of totally unfriendly chemical sprayed fields.
Some strong flying species can cross it this desert, other more sedentary species cannot
(unless transported by English Nature or some amatuer enthusiast who would probably be put
in prison by English Nature for doing what they do!). All goes well with the new colony until a
disease strikes or a series of ‘bad seasons’ forces the colony out of business. In place like the
Isle of Wight a disaster to one colony is soon repaired by the arrival of strays from another
colony, eventually restoring a healthy population but in an isolated island the end of one colony
marks finis for the species, and thus we thought that Hampshire had been reduced to just one
site for this species at Martin Down (where it is also teetering on the edge!). +++
However, a glance at the latest (2002) Hampshire Butterfly Report tells us that English Nature are

indeed trying to reintroduce the species to Old Winchester Hill. In 2002 they brought in ‘stock’
from Ballard Down in Dorset, and they were planning to introduce more this year with ‘stock’
from Salisbury Plain. What surprises me is that, with so many butterfly enthusiasts visiting this
wonderful site both last summer and this one there have been no reports of any until now.
Maybe, as with some birds, everyone but myself knew of an embargo on public mention of the
existence of the insects, maybe the scheme is not yet as successful as had been hoped? +++
Two other reports from Old Winchester Hill for today come from Mike Duffy and Peter Raby Peter was more interested in birds but noted three Hummingbird Hawks whereas Mike had 4
Clouded Yellow, 3 Painted Lady, with several Small Heath and Meadow Brown plus singles of
Comma, Small Tortoiseshell and Small Copper +++
I myself enjoyed a reasonable butterfly list during a walk this morning from Havant to Budds Farm
and back. I started well with my first second brood Holly Blue on cotoneaster outside Bosmere
School in south Havant, then had a Hummingbird Hawkmoth, a Painted Lady and several Red
Admirals on Buddliea by the A27 alongside the Langbrook stream. Further downstream
Speckled Woods lined the shady path and on the South Moor I had a Small Copper, a Common
Blue and two Clouded Yellows as well as many Small and a few Larger Whites. +++
I see that Richard Carpenter also had a Holly Blue in his Hill Head garden +++
At Portchester Andrew Brookes was the only person to record a Peacock today, and in the
Huntbourn Wood west of Denmead he listed 8 Comma, 8 Speckled Wood, 7 Small Copper, a
Brimstone, a Clouded Yellow and just one Small White
SAT 30 AUG
Mike Duffy had an extremely late Ringlet on Stockbridge Down today, along with a battered
Chalkhill Blue, ten Common Blues and over 30 Small Copper (aren’t they doing well). Still more
numerous were Small Heath and Meadow Brown
Down on the canal path alongside Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter had another three Small
Copper and a Clouded Yellow but the most numerous insect was Migrant Hawker dragonfly
with around 25 present, some of them mating pairs.
OTHER WILDLIFE

TUE 02 SEP
Two reports of Common Seals in Chichester Harbour reached me today. Barry Collins counted
twelve of them hauled up on mudflats yesterday (I think in one group) giving the second highest
count for the harbour this year (Barry had 13 on Apr 22). On Sunday (Aug 31) Tony Gutteridge
saw just one, probably from the same group, at the top of the Fishbourne Channel where it was
eating a (still struggling) flatfish.
SAT 30 AUG
When Alistair Martin was on the Langstone South Moor shore today at high tide a loud shout from
some stranger further along the shore drew his attention to two Common Seals whose heads
had emerged from the water only yards from where he was standing. Could these have been
the pup recently reported to have been washed up on mud at Langstone back safely with its
mother? As usual he did not see much more of them than this one brief glimpse but in telling
me about this he also told me how he had heard from a lady dog walker of a recent incident at
the Budds Farm outfall pipe further along the shore. Quite recently she had been on the shore
when the tide was fairly high and her Alsatian dog had gone out along the concrete casing of
the outfall until its paws were in the water at the seaward end. By chance, at this moment a
Common Seal had chosen to heave itself out onto the casing between the dog and its owner.
There might have been an interesting confrontation (probably with the dog coming off worst)
but the Seal decided that it was not going to get the privacy to snooze on the casing and
departed, but as it left the lady noted a yellow tag attached to the Seals tail. Alistair intends to
report this to our local Seal expert, Emma Thompson of Southampton University.

BIRDS

WEEK 35 AUG 25 - 31

FRI 29 AUG
Two further items of information, about the ‘albino’ goose that has been seen recently at Titchfield
Haven and then at the IBM Lake, come today from Andrew Brookes at Portchester. First is the
suggestion (from a friend of Andrew’s who may not have seen the bird in question) that its
description suggests Snow Goose, and the second (from Andrew himself) is that he has seen
the bird with the Canadas on their daily flights over his home near the Portchester crematorium
.. ‘on their way to and from their roosting site at Winnham Farm, behind the crematorium’. A
third piece of information, ruling out the possiblity of the ‘white’ goose with the Canadas being
the Baffins pond hybrid, came from Titchfield Haven yesterday where Richard Carpenter saw
the ‘Baffins Gang’ (9 Barnacles, 1 Snow Goose and the ‘Bar-headed’ hybrid), making it unlikely
for the hybrid to have also been at the IBM Lake.
As to the IBM Lake bird being a Snow Goose I think that either or both of Richard Carpenter and
Kevin Stouse, both of whom have seen it, would have recognised it as such. My own feeling is
that it is probably the same bird which was with a similar large flock of Canadas in the same
area last autumn - that bird was at first thought to be a Snow Goose when seen in flight, but
later assigned the probable status of an albino Canada, though Dennis Bill , the last person to
see it at Fareham Creek on 7 Dec 2002, had a good look at it and .. ‘could see it was not a strict
albino as he noticed that the typical Canada Goose head markings could be made out on it in a
'darker shade of white' though it appears pure white from a distance or in flight.’ This account
of ‘subliminal’ dark markings which are normally invisible was echoed in what Kevin Stouse
said in his description of what he saw at the IBM Lake last Tuesday - he wrote .. ‘The neck
appears to be darker than the rest of the bird much like the neck pattern of a Barnacle goose the shading goes down the neck and seems to end around where a Barnacle’s dark neck
pattern merges with the breast’. If it were a white form Snow Goose it should have solid black
primaries and secondaries, showing at least a fringe of black feather tips on the closed wing
when the bird is at rest and showing a bold panel of black when flying, but a further description
from Kevin received today says .. ‘It’s pure white - no sign of any black marks anywhere - it was
preening when I saw it and did a somersault in the water. It’s slightly smaller than the Canada
geese with it. Has pink bill and pink legs, bill shape more like a Barnacle/Greylag than the
Canada geese with it. The neck as I said before shows a darker colouring to it - more a dirty
cream than the white of rest of the bird in more or less the shape of the marking I would
associate with a barnacle goose.’ This ties in with what Dennis Bill saw last year, and I think we
will have to conclude that the bird is a leucistic bastard of unknown parentage. +++
I find the second bit of information, about a major Canada Goose roosting site at Winnham Farm,
more interesting than the discussion about the parentage of the odd bird. Last autumn, when
the flock reached a total of around 600 birds, there were quite a few observations of them in
flight and at various feeding/bathing sites, but none of their base camp/night roost. The nearest
we got to pin-pointing it was a single observation made by Trevor Carpenter in the early
morning of 15 Sept 2002 of which he wrote .. ‘I found the Canada Geese on the ground, feeding
today. They are in a field bounded by the M27, the slip road and Downend Road, which is not
easily viewable but can be seen from Fort Nelson by looking down. I counted 495 including
one white one at 0815. At 0730, 90 had taken off towards IBM so the flock size is at least 585.’
+++
My understanding of Trevor’s location was that it was west of Downend Road, but Winnham Farm
is in the block of open land east of Downend Road, north of the railway and west of the
Portchester Crematorium and Red Barn housing estate. This new area should be more easily
viewable from the Fort Nelson area or the path leading up to it from the Crematorium, and
maybe you can get close to the geese on the approach road to Winnham Farm via Cams
Bridge over the railway (leading off a close called The Pines, accessed from the road called
The Thicket).
White Wagtails are mainly seen in Hampshire on spring passage in April but in recent years
(particularly since 1997) an increasing number of these continental birds have been reported in
the autumn, so much so that the 2001 Hampshire Bird Report has (for the first time) a separate
entry for them in the ‘systematic list’ with the status description reading ‘A scarce spring and
autumn passage migrant’. This year the first autumn record comes from Martin Orchard-Webb

who saw two White Wagtails at Woolmer Pond this evening - hopefully they were adults with
paler backs and cleaner flanks than our Pieds would have as I think the separation of juvenile
Whites from juvenile Pieds is not easy. Martin found the two Garganey still present at
Woolmer.
From Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter tells me that the Marsh Harrier is still around and that
the consensus now is that it is an adult female and not a juvenile. The number of Snipe was up
to 20 and there were 16 Gadwall, probably indicating the arrival of winter birds though 18 were
recorded there in June.
THU 28 AUG
I have already noted in Friday’s notes above that the Baffins Gang of feral geese were back at
Titchfield Haven today for the first time since the beginning of January (they were at the Haven
on Jan 12 and back at Baffins on Jan 21) but their move is not necessarily final - they may
make a few more back and forth trips before finally settling at the Haven for the winter.
Overhead at the Haven was a late Swift, and along at Hook Richard Carpenter found the first
Wigeon to return there plus 41 Teal (a big increase from the 30 present on Aug 26). +++
Bob Marchant found the juvenile Garganey, which had arrived on Aug 26, was still at Hook today
as well as 31 Egrets, 12 Wheatears, 3 Whinchat and 3 Redstarts.
Simon Woolley has visited Crab Wood to the west of Winchester about twice a month since 1995
or earlier and tells us that at the start of that period Willow Tits were a semi-regular sight there.
Today, after seeing none there for 8 years he both heard and saw a single Willow Tit. Although
Willow Tits are normally sedentary (staying in their breeding area all through the year) Birds of
Hampshire indicates that inevitably some dispersal of young does take place and my guess
would be that this was such a young bird on the move with no guarantee that it will stay there
(especially if the bird was a loner with no mate). Nevertheless there is still hope that the
species still maintains a presence in the area - Simon asks if other people have seen Willow Tit
in this area and I see that at least two people should own up to records in 2001 - on June 17 in
that year Simon Ingram had one at nearby Farley Mount and on Feb 25 Mike Jones came on
two in Crab Wood and a third not far to the west of it (on the Clarendon Way).
Barry Collins has spent four evenings this month (Aug 13, 14, 26 and 27) watching the two Egret
night roost sites on Thorney Island and has not seen a single Egret make use of them depite
August being the month which has in the past brought peak numbers there - in particular the
record count of 281 birds in Aug 1999. There are still plenty of Egrets feeding by day around
the island - Cliff Oakley’s Petersfield group found 39 on Aug 27 - but in the evenings Barry
Collins now sees them fly off east (probably to roost in Oak Park Wood on the shore of the
Fishbourne Channel). Maybe others go to Tournerbury Wood on Hayling Island but I have no
evidence for that. +++
Yesterday (Aug 27) I went down to Langstone at dusk to check on the Egret roost at Wade Court
and was very surprised to end up with a count of 96 birds spending the night there - as always
this may have been an underestimate, particularly on this occasion as something disturbed the
birds when there were already around 50 present, putting them all up into the air - some of
these came back directly to the roost after flying around above it but others seemed to move
away and settle in nearby trees out of sight so I had to ignore the arrival of around 20 birds
which may have been returnees from this panic. Less than ten of the birds I saw flew in from
the direction of the Thorney Island roosts (and probably came from places like Northney marina
rather than from Thorney), the great majority of the arrivals coming north over Langstone
village as if from the west shore of Hayling Island.
Also seen yesterday (by Owen Mitchell), in the Climping area just west of the mouth of the River
Arun, were 22 Grey Partridge, many of them juveniles. This could be the result of wild breeding
but I recall walking around the Cobnor penninsula in Chichester Harbour at about this time of
year a few years back and hearing the calls of Grey Partridge coming across fields in which I
had often seen these birds apparently living freely. After some searching for the origin of the
calls I tracked it down to a pen against the wall of a cottage, and that discovery (plus my more
recent discovery of the lucrative trade in selling battery reared Partridge to landowners keen to
do their bit for conservation, and the inability of such battery reared birds to make nests - never
having experienced one for themselves) have somewhat disillusioned me of the thought that

Grey Partridges seen in fields play any part in maintaining the native species. +++
Owen also visited the Portfield-Drayton pits east of Chichester today and saw, in addition to
Green and Common Sandpipers, a Wood Sandpiper, a Snipe, and most surprising of all a
Black-tailed Godwit in a sand/gravel pit.
A weekly round up of news from Farlington Marshes by Bob Chapman today indicates that the
Temminck’s Stint stayed for just over 5 days from its first showing on Aug 20 to a sighting on
the morning of Aug 25 (with no more sightings in the following three days). Last Sunday (Aug
24) was a good day at the reserve with Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Garganey and Pied Flycatcher
all recorded but there has been little excitement there since then other than a steady movement
of Yellow Wagtails and Sand Martins overhead on Aug 25. Three more Yellow Wagtails went
over Will Walmsley’s garden at Shedfield (west of Wickham in the Meon Valley) today +++
Finally for today a note from Richard Carpenter tells of 50+ Ringed Plover at Titchfield Haven
yesterday (Aug 27) with 3+ Wigeon where the ‘first back’ had only arrived on the previous day
(Aug 26). Val Lowings was also on the Hill Head shore yesterday and noted one Sanderling on
the beach (the first back having been seen there on Aug 24)
WED 27 AUG
In 2001 a pair of Great Crested Grebe were seen on the IBM Lake at Portsmouth in March before
a nest was built in April and three juveniles appeared in May. They seemed to have vanished
in June but a single maturing juvenile only was seen through July, August and September. In
2002 the only sighting that I know of was of one adult in July, and this year a single bird only
was seen in April and May but not in June. In July of this year I heard that 2 of them had been
seen, and this month there have been sightings of two single birds in different parts of the lake.
Today, however, Kevin Stouse saw a pair of adults with four juveniles, and a third adult - great
news as far as the birds and their breeding is concerned but another reflection on how little we
see of the bird life around us. Silent birds living in thick reedbeds have every chance of
escaping our notice. +++
The continuing saga of the annual ‘suppressed migration’ movements of the Canada Geese
continues and today brought 150 of them to the IBM Lake accompanied by a white goose that
is very probably the one noted at Titchfield Haven on Aug 22 by Richard Carpenter (who said it
was a different species - not an ‘albino’ Canada Goose). Kevin Stouse saw this oddity well
enough to give the following description, saying .. ‘it appears to be an albino of sorts, having a
pink bill and pink feet and rest of body is white - it was bathing when I saw it, including a full roll
over! The neck appears to be darker than the rest of the bird much like the neck pattern of a
Barnacle goose - the shading goes down the neck and seems to end around where a
Barnacles dark neck pattern merges with the breast . An albino barnacle from the baffins gang?
Must admit I couldn't see the eye well enough to establish if it was red or not.’ It will be
interesting to hear if this description fits the ‘hybrid’ bird that has for years been with the Baffins
Gang (which I have understood to have possibly been the progeny of Canada x Bar-Head
parents, though they should not have given it pink bill and feet - that sounds like a feature of
albinism). +++
Kevin also found the group of 9 Cormorant that I had seen on Aug 16 were still present and saw
the first Common Gull to return to the lake with two Great Blackbacks in addition to the
Black-headed and Herring Gulls.
I hear from Cliff Oakley that the established Petersfield district group of Hampshire Wildlife Trust
members has emulated the Havant district group in forming a ‘Wildlife Study Group’ and that
the new group from Petersfield went to Thorney Island today, finding two Garganey as their just
reward - Cliff does not say where the birds were but they also saw the first five Pochard to
return to the island this autumn and there is a fair chance that both species were on the Little
Deeps. Their total bird list had 45 species on it, but nothing else as dramatic as these two duck
species. +++
The latest Swift so far was seen by Moira Doherty over Woolmer Pond today, and two Garganey
and two Hobbies are still there with up to 9 Ringed Plover. +++
Other miscellaneous news for today includes the trapping of another Wryneck at Weir Wood
reservoir (the one at the Church Norton Severals was still there), and news from Paul Troake
at Rye Harbour of increasing numbers of Mallard - 400 now present to match 400 Canada

Geese. Yesterday at nearby Pett Level Cliff Dean not only remarked on an increase in Mallard
numbers but also reported the first 4 Wigeon had just returned - Paul says he has yet to see
Wigeon but the Ternery is now quieter as the Sandwich Terns have left (though some Common
Tern chicks have yet to fledge).
At Titchfield Haven here in Hampshire John Shillitoe remarked on finding his first autumn Tit flock
of some 40 birds, and also saw fifteen Yellow Wagtails and a Roseate Tern (this latter no great
surprise as one or two have been present in the area since July 23, and previously there had
been up to three there throughout May) +++
In the New Forest today Derek Wilson disturbed a Peregrine which was eating a pigeon which it
had just killed - he saw the Pererine fly off carrying some small object and when he reached the
corpse which it had left behind he saw it was headless as well as missing much of the breast
meat. If the falcon was carrying off the head Derek wonders why it should do so.
In answer to this query Colin Allen says he has .. ‘noticed racing and feral pigeon carcasses over
a period of years around the Pembrokeshire/Cornwall coastal paths and in the Portsmouth
Dockyard. Without exception they have all been head and neckless with a well picked over
breast. I have witnessed only one of these birds killed by a Peregrine but assumed that is how
they all met their end. I have never found the heads and necks.’ +++
I have heard how the insectivorous Honey Buzzards bring home rotting animal carcases with
which to ‘decorate’ their nests but I doubt that Peregrines have the equivalent of trophy
cabinets around their eyries in which to display the heads of their victims. What I do think is
possible is that the Peregrines maximise the food value they get from each kill by eating the
meat from the carcase at the point of kill (saving energy by not carrying it) but do take home the
lightweight head which contains the richest protein in the form of ‘bird brain’ - maybe someone
will come up with a description of how they demonstrate evolutionary progress by using some
primitive form of tool, or at least a stone anvil not available at the point of kill, to break open the
skull of their victim.
TUE 26 AUG
Although I do not recall a mention of Great White Egret in any of Paul Troake’s official news
bulletins from Rye Harbour one was annonymously reported to have been there on July 12, 14
, 15, 16 and 18 and to have been back there on Aug 23 with yet another appearance at the
Long Pit today. None of these reports have mentioned colour rings on the bird’s legs so maybe
it is not the bird which has filled the gap in its appearances at Rye by appearing at Mockbeggar
Lake in the Hampshire Avon valley on Aug 21 and 22. +++
Another ‘newsworthy’ bird in Sussex today was a Black Kite over Brighton. Two other birds to
attract my attention in the Sussex news for today were a Garganey on the Long Pool at
Pagham Harbour (only the second autumn report of one at Pagham after a single on Aug 9)
and one or more Golden Plover in the Pett Level area near Hastings (heard but not seen by
Cliff Dean). +++
Also from the Pagham area today came reports of Black Tern and Arctic Skua offshore and 2
Wood Sandpipers at the Ferry Pool where the two Marsh Harriers are still present as are Pied
and Spotted Flycatchers plus Whinchat at Church Norton. +++
From Pulborough Brooks Pete Hughes reports the continuing presence of some 180 Greylags
and 2 Egyptian Geese with 4 Ruff as well as Yellow Wagtails, while near the coast at Hove
Tony Wilson had a late Swift over his garden today.
A ringing session at Titchfield Haven this morning yielded 4 Garden Warblers, 3 Grasshopper
Warblers and 1 Aquatic Warbler (only the second of this autumn’s passage). During the day
the two Spoonbills flew west (and have not returned to my knowledge) as wildfowl numbers
continued to increase giving an estimate of over 120 Teal. +++
Along the coast at Hook Bob Marchant found the first autumn Garganey (a juvenile) for that site
and found over 60 Yellow Wagtails there. The second Yellow-legged Gull (which on Aug 15
joined the single bird which has been back there since July 10) is still present and a Redstart
was seen as well as 6 Whinchat and 2 Wheatear. +++
22 more Wheatear were heading down the Meon Valley in seven separate groups today, seen by
John Shillitoe during a cycle ride over a regular route between Wickham and the foot of Old
Wichester Hill. John also saw 5 Whinchat but a more significant find was a flock of 230

Common Gulls on a field north of Hambledon - these should stay until the Wheatears return
next spring. To the southeast of Wickham over woods near the Wallington River 12 Buzzards
were soaring and a Peregrine was seen in flight (as yet no one has seen it back on a favourite
electricity pylon perch overlooking the Wallington). +++
Inland at Woolmer Pond the Snipe count was up to 13 for Richard Ford but he only saw one of the
two Garganey that are still there.
Yesterday (Aug 25) Richard Ives went seawatching at Worthing, seeing singles of both Manx
Shearwater and Arctic Skua. Manx Shearwater were seen regularly from Apr 21 to June 25 but
this is only the second report of one in the English Channel since then (a couple of birds were
seen from Selsey Bill on July 17) - I suspect it also is another one off, with no regular presence
of these birds to be expected until next spring unless we have some serious autumn storms in
the Atlantic. Other birds on Richard’s list were 25 Common Scoter, 35 Gannets, 4 Fulmar, 10
Sanderling and 60 Ringed Plover +++
In Hampshire yesterday brought 7 Grasshopper Warblers to Titchfield Haven and gave Paul
Winter 14 Green Sandpipers at the Lower Test Marshes. +++
On Sunday (Aug 24) a wave of passerines moved south and ringers at Titchfield Haven recorded
27 Sedge and 21 Reed Warblers, 18 Grasshopper Warblers with 7 Blackcaps and a Pied
Flycatcher while a Swift flew over (probably 2 Swifts as Richard Carpenter also saw one over
his Hill Head garden). +++
A third Swift went over David Parker’s garden at Forestside near Stansted Forest on Aug 24 and
in the Arun valley at least 60 Yellow Wagtails were seen at Pulborough and Amberley +++
Late news for Aug 23 is of a Coot still sitting on a nest at Emsworth as the Peter Pond Swan family
re-visited their nest site for the first time since they left it on May 8. +++
Going back even further the newly updated Titchfield Haven website gives Aug 6 as the date on
which they saw their first Yellow Wagtail of the autumn, a couple of days after the first of these
birds returned to the East Sussex shore
MON 25 AUG
When I was about 12 years old (in 1943) the bright colour of Yellow Wagtails nesting in their
element on the still functioning water meadows beside the Avon at Bicton (just south of
Fordingbridge) was a major factor in determining my life-long interest in birds and natural
habitat (man working with nature for the benefit of both). In the 1940s the species could be
found nesting in all the Hampshire river valleys and suitable coastal habitat. By the 1980s the
field work for the current county avifauna (Birds of Hampshire) showed that the species was
probably still breeding in 18 of the 1025 Hampshire ‘tetrads’ (2 x 2 km squares defined by the
national mapping grid) but the latest available Hampshire Bird Report tells us that 2001was the
first year in which no breeding was recorded at Farlington Marshes, and only one instance of
breeding was known in the whole county that year (the outcome of that nest being unknown).
So it is no surprise that at this time of year I look forward to a brief meeting with these lovely
birds that were driven from Hampshire by the commercialisation of the countryide. +++
This evening, at the west end of Mill Lane at Langstone, four Yellow Wagtails flew over my head
giving their unmistakeable calls, and I might even have had a chance to see some of them
among the cattle on the South Moor if (a) it were possible to leave my bicycle unlocked for five
minutes without having it stolen, (b) the old fashioned stile at the end of the lane (over which it
was possible to lift my bicycle) had not been replaced by a much more diffcult to negotiate
‘kissing gate’, and (c) if the South Moor had not been securely fenced using money supplied by
English Nature to prevent human access to the SSSI. +++
So much for my own experience with these birds - the real reason for beginning with Yellow
Wagtails was to pass on the good news that their major move south seems to be underway
with 60 of them being seen at Hook/Warsash by John Faithfull this morning and another 17
seen at Brownwich by Richard Carpenter. This movement probably started last Saturday, Aug
23, when Steve Keen found at least 27 of them in the Taddiford Gap (close to Barton on sea)
and Tony Wilson came on a flock of 20 at Birling Gap on Beachy Head. Prior to those counts
the highest figure I had heard of this year was a count of 12 made by Cliff Dean at Pett near
Hastings on Aug 10. I now await roost counts from Titchfield Haven to see if the national
population now passing through is still strong enough to send us a flock of 440 as last year.

+++
Other items in today’s news which aroused my interest included the return of Gadwall to the
Budds Farm pools (Mike Collins saw two distantly last Saturday and confirmed their presence
this morning), the presence of 2 Golden Plover at Brownwich (seen by Richard Carpenter
today - maybe two of the three which dropped in at Farlington Marshes on Aug 12, leaving only
one there on Aug 19), and a ‘new’ Osprey in Hampshire seen this morning by John Faithfull
over the River Hamble at Curbridge. +++
Not a newcomer, but possibly of general interest, Colin Allen today saw the lone ‘summering’
female Merganser off Fawley Power Station near the mouth of Southampton Water. Earlier
this summer he found the bird on his home patch at Hythe on July 13, and saw it still there on
Aug 3 - so far as I know it is the only one currently in Hampshire waters.
Hinton Daubeny, to west of Catherington, is a place that one could easily pass through without
knowing that it was even a hamlet, and it certainly does not seem to deserve a name
suggesting an interesting village, but then so very few people do pass through it on the minor
road providing an alternative route from Denmead north to Clanfield that it hardly matters! This
minor road has only two places of any interest along it, one being Hinton Manor, the other the
Clanfield astronomical observatory (visitors to which are requested not to drive along the road
- because it is so narrow - but to park at the end of it, where the road crosses the main road
from Clanfield to Hambledon before giving up entirely and becomes an unmade Green Lane,
and walk). +++
Pete Ryder was rewarded for using this minor road today when he came on a small patch of
Elderberry bushes that were so full of passing passerines that he stayed a full three hours
watching them, arriving at a total of 35 species all enjoying the fruit to refresh them on their
journey south. Just eight of these species were Pied and Spotted Flycatcher, Common and
Lesser Whitethroat, Blackcap and Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler. I suppose,
not being real woodland, it was off the beaten track for Willow and Marsh Tit, but I have no
doubt that if a Marsh Tit knew of this food source it would have been there with the rest of them,
and Willow Tit would really have made Pete’s day! +++
An even stranger bit of roadside birding is reported by both Steve Keen and Simon Harthill. Both
were independently driving along the M27 in the area of open country where it cross the River
Test when they saw a Red-leg Partridge apparently feeding on the hard shoulder. Neither of
the two observers could see what the food was but unless the two were tail-gating each other
the bird must have been there for some time. One thought is that the bird was a connoiseur
when it came to picking up the tiny stones which all birds have to take in to act as food grinding
material in their gizzards - perhaps this bird enjoyed ‘salted gravel’ in the same way that most of
us enjoy salted peanuts. The other thought is that a grain lorry carrying part of the current
harvest had passed that way and perhaps lost some of its load while stopped to have a
punctured tyre replaced at the roadside?
Adrian Martin noted Little Stint, Knot, Spotted Redshank and four separate Kingfishers on his tick
list for Keyhaven today - all very intersting but much more interesting to me was his observation
of Kingfisher being seriously ‘mobbed’ by a group of four Swallows. The Kingfisher in question
was flying low along a water filled ditch when Adrian first saw it - nothing strange in that - but he
then noticed four Swallows in hot pursuit. This was not a case of a chance encounter as when
the Kingfisher swerved to avoid this perceived attack the Swallows did not fly on but followed it,
even hanging around to renew their attack when the Kingfisher plunged into the water thinking
that the Swallows would not follow it, but this did not deter them from coming in again when the
Kingfisher came up for breathe. Adrian asks if anyone can explain what was going on, and I
must admit that I have never heard of a similar case and am quite baffled. Just one thought
comes to mind, namely that the Swallows might have noticed that when the Kingfisher plunged
into the water on a previous occasion the disturbance put up some juicy flies from the water
surface or waterside vegetation, maybe they were hoping for more good food from the same
source? +++
Another seaside observation made today from the other end of the Hampshire shoreline comes
from Simon Wright at the Chichester Harbour entrance. Looking across the water to East
Head on the Sussex side he could clearly see a Black Tern, and off Sandy Point seven

Gannets were loitering over the sea. At the west end of south Hayling, at the Kench, Simon
found the first colour ringed Little Egret that I can recall hearing of. Hopefully he will let us know
when he gets details of the birds origin as we seem to have very little knowledge of where the
majority go during the breeding season. +++
Another less interesting item of Hayling bird news is that when I drove down West Lane on
Tuesday morning (Aug 26) before writing these notes I found the flock of Canada Geese which
George Spraggs first reported last Wednesday (Aug 20) was still on the harvested cereal fields
where he had seen them but the number had risen from 30 to 61 - presumably they are finding
grain left by the harvesting and not getting their webbed feet punctured by the sharp stubble.
SUN 24 AUG
A single Swift over Richard Carpenter’s garden at Hill Head today was the last so far, and may
have been a tailender of a wave that passed over yesterday when three were seen by Ian
Pibworth over the Testwood Lakes and two more by Martin Hampton over the River Rother
east of Petersfield. +++
Other good birds seen today by John Faithfull at Hook/Warsash were two Avocets, three Knot and
an Arctic Skua plus one Yellow Wagtail and 61 Black-tailed Godwit. Richard Carpenter, at the
same site but a different time, saw at least two Yellow Wagtails and a flock of around 60
Goldfinch - offshore he watched some 50 Common Tern fishing.
From Sussex comes news of two Wryneck in the Church Norton area of Pagham Harbour - one
at the Severals, the other described as being 150 yards north of ‘the hide’ (presumably the one
on the shore near Church Norton chapel, not the one overlooking the Ferry Pool). At least one
of these stayed overnight and was seen again early on Monday morning (Aug 25) +++
On the north side of the Downs to the north of Brighton a Nightingale was seen near Ditchling and
nine Turtle Doves were in the area of Streat village a little to the north east of Ditchling village.
SAT 23 AUG
Anonymous reports of a Purple Heron in the Pagham Harbour area and of a Great White Egret
flying west from Rye Harbour today are unconfirmed. It is always good to have some reason
(significant details of plumage or behaviour) for the identification of rare species, and also good
to have more than one independent sighting of a rarity - to have both is excellent but in these
cases we have neither. I well recall a small dark plumaged Grey Heron at Farlington Marshes
a few years ago which was well known for what it was to the regulars but frequently stirred the
blood of visiting birders, and I also recall being at Pagham Harbour soon after Little Egrets
became commonplace and being told by a passer by that the bird I was looking at was not a
Little Egret (as I had told this person) but definitely a Great White - this person said he had lived
in India for many years and knew what he was talking about. +++
Both these reports may well be true, as may be a count of 8 Garganey at Rye Harbour with a ninth
at nearby Pett. Also reported from Rye was a Little Stint, a Marsh Harrier and 5 Yellow-legged
Gulls. In the Pagham area a third Marsh Harrier was reported in addition to the two seen by
Bernie Forbes over the Selsey West Fields both yesterday and today, along with a
Grasshopper Warbler and 13 Whinchat
Ian Pibworth today broke the vow which committed him to sitting motionless at the Testwood
Lakes from dawn to dusk every Sunday of the year - this week he did it on Saturday instead!
His list of 58 species once more included a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker but, leaving aside the
three Swifts which went over, the day was dominated by an endless coming and going of
Canada Geese - the peak count of these was 317 present at the same time but there could
have been many more involved. In the evening over 300 Swallows formed a pre-roost
gathering and I am interested in Ian’s suggestion that they actually roosted in a field of Maize
rather than the reedbeds by the nearby river. +++
At least 60 more Canada Geese were at Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough in East Sussex
today and with them was an equal number of Greylags giving me the dreadful thought that we
in Hampshire, despite so far escaping the plague of Greylags that afflicts much of south east
Britain, might soon have our plague of Canada Geese doubled by Greylags. With this thought
in mind this is probably the place to insert Richard Carpenter’s news for yesterday from
Titchfield Haven, where he saw at least 200 Canada Geese with a white goose among them
that was not the ‘albino’ Canada Goose (which does not seem to have seen anywhere since it

was at the Haven on July 23). This ‘white goose’ could well be the strange hybrid Bar-Head
which has long been a paid up member of the Baffins Gang. +++
Going back to Sussex news I see that one of many Willow Warblers was heard singing yesterday
at Beachy Head.
Here in Hampshire a juvenile Stonechat seen by Martin Hampton in untypical Stonechat habitat
near Petersfield today suggested a bird dispersing from its home nest area, initially to winter
quarters near the coast, and a count by Steve Keen of more than 8 Stonechat on the coast near
Barton on sea may be proof that some, perhaps from the New Forest, have already reached
their winter destination. With them Steve counted 6 Tree Pipits and estimated that a flock of
Goldfinch numbered around 70 (by the way does anyone know where all the Greenfinch have
gone to at the moment?- maybe they are just lying low while moulting but no one seems to be
seeing the large flocks that I would now expect to find on the seawalls, nor are there more than
a few left in the gardens where they nested). +++
A couple of other migrants on the move today were a Pied Flycatcher seen from Doug Munts’
West Wellow garden and a pair of Spotted Flycatchers in Stephen Harwood’s Catherington
garden. +++
English country gardens have their pleasures but Trevor Carpenter is clearly preferring to get
away from his Fareham home for a week or so and has sent me a note reading ... +++
‘I´m at place called Novo Sancti Petri near Cadiz. A lagoon just down the road has 200+ Curlew
Sands in amongst about 1500 Waders. Black-winged Stiltts and Kentish Plover are
everywhere. Whale watching off Tarifa gave excellent views of Pilot Whales and Orcas. Also
in Tarifa, I saw 30 Honey Buzzards all visible at one time moving south’ +++
Other items for yesterday (Aug 22) come from Jeff Goodridge who confirms that the two
Spoonbills are still at Titchfield Haven, and from Mike Wall at the Vyne ‘floods’ where a count of
over 35 House Martins suggests that these late-starters in the migrant stakes may at last be
gathering up to start moving south (though no doubt many will still be with us into October).
An important footnote to this batch of news comes from Chris Jones at Fleet Pond where, on
Thursday evening (Aug 21), he saw a Little Egret settling down to roost the night there (I
believe this to be the first time one has done so). I had just been thinking that we should be
expecting even more inland Egrets than ever this winter and hoping that inland birders would
be keeping their eyes open in the hope of finding the places where these birds spend the night
so that any such inland roosts can be included in the overall survey of Egrets in the county
currently being planned by Pete Carr.
PLANTS

TUE 26 AUG
In the south of the New Forest last Saturday (Aug 23) Maurice Pugh enjoyed the sight of at least
ten flowering Marsh Gentians in an area called Three Beech Bottom beside the single track
railway serving Lymington Ferry - the site (at SZ 294 996) is on the west side of the railway
level crossing just north of the minor road running east across the south of Setley Plain. This is
only the second report I have seen of these lovely flowers this summer and interestingly the
first (from Bartley Heath in the north of the county on Aug 6) also came from someone (John
Hunt) with a greater interest in insects than plants. I see that Maurice’s find was in an area for
which these plants are recorded in the Hants Flora.
SUN 24 AUG
Brian Fellows’ weekly newsletter from Brook Meadow at Emsworth reports the addition of two
more flowering plants (Pale Persicaria and a species of Yellow Oxalis) to the site list but the
news which attracted my attention, particularly in this spell of drought, was the discovery of a
single flowerhead on Amphibious Bistort. I have occasionally in the past found plants of it in
flower but was not expecting to do so at the moment.
My own tiny bit of botanic news came from an illicit Sunday excursion into a private carpark
belonging to an office building here in Havant. For the past couple of years when walking past
this carpark I have been pleased to see a few plants of what was definitely Sticky (not Heath)
Groundsel flowering there (although miles from the beaches where the plant normally grows)
but a little while ago the only plant near the road this year was weeded out. Today I ventured

into the carpark and confirmed that at least one healthy ‘bush’ is still growing there - in feeling
it’s stickiness the plant exuded so much ‘glue’ from its glands that I had to wash my hands
thoroughly on getting home before I could handle anything clean!
SAT 23 AUG
The number of spikes of Autumn Ladies Tresses appearing at any regular site in any one year is
very variable, and this may be a poor year for them. At any rate Stephen Harwood, the
voluntary warden in charge of Catherinton Down, is worried as he has so far only managed to
spot one spike. What’s the situation at other sites?
On Friday (Aug 22) Brian Fellows happened to take the train from Havant to Emsworth, and while
waiting at Havant on the ‘up’ platform (north side if the tracks) at the west end of the covered
section of the platform he spotted a handsome clump of fully formed, metre high, Cockspur
Grass growing against the wire netting fence at the back of the platform just west of the station
name board. I have not been on the station to look closely but with binoculars looking from the
public walkway only 20 feet from the plants there seems little doubt about their identity unless
you are into sub-species and abberrations.
On Thursday (Aug 21) a note from Martin Rand added another species for the dedicated traveller
to look out for when driving along Hampshire motorways and other roads. This is an alien
species of Goosefoot called Bassia scoparia (previously Kochia scoparia), related to Sea Blite
but much larger, more bushy and colourful so that it is commonly grown in gardens under the
name of Summer Cypress (or possibly Burning Bush, but I think that is a misleading name
usually applied to a much bigger shrub) +++
Martin Raind thinks some people might like to help to track its spread along the Hampshire
motorway sytem and he says .. ‘It first turned up at Rownhams service station on the M27 a
couple of years ago. This year it can be seen not only near there but along the M27 between
Eastleigh and Hedge End, on the M3 near Chandlers Ford and Otterbourne, (a little) on the
M27 near Fareham, and on the A3M between Havant and Waterlooville - and no doubt
elsewhere. With practice it can be recognized at speed from its pale green, feathery foliage,
although you need to be careful to distinguish it from other members of the Goosefoot family. It
grows up to 3 feet high and well-developed plants have a rounded bushy appearance unlike its
relatives. As the season goes on it should reveal itself by its stems and even its leaves going
purple.’
INSECTS

THU 28 AUG
When I wrote (see notes for Aug 23) about Tony Wilson’s visit to Icklesham in search of Small
Red-eyed Damselflies I quoted Tony’s remark that the 8 which he saw in a ditch near
Icklesham were the only ones known in Sussex, but as usual when one makes such a claim
someone immediately refutes it, and that is the case here. Probably without being aware of
Tony’s remark Paul Troake sent to the SOS website a summary of recent news from his Rye
Harbour reserve in which he announced the arrival of this new dragonly species in the reserve
(very close to the Icklesham site). For anyone visiting the reserve he says that the new arrivals
are .. ‘on a pool between the Harbour Road and Castle Water’ but he gives no idea of
numbers. +++
Small Red-eyed Damselfly also gets a mention in the Wildlife Reports section of the British Wildlfe
mag which arrived in the post just before writing this, and the news of the species (only
discovered in Britain as recently as 1999) is good with the spread of this species outward from
its point of origin in Essex continuing. At its most westerly outpost so far (Priory Park country
park near Bedford) attempts to prove that it was breeding there failed to find any evidence by
searching for larvae in the water around the edge of the pond but plenty of larvae were found
when a boat was used and the Hornwort out in the centre (on which the eggs were laid) was
checked. Unlike most other species of dragonfly larvae which roam the bottom of their water
body in search of food it seems that the larvae of this species are content to remain on the
weeds where they have hatched. This also makes the detection of their breeding success
more difficult as the adults emerge, and shed their larval skins, out in the centre of the pond and
not on the emergent vegetation at the water’s edge (so their exuviae cannot be seen from the

bank).
Yesterday Pete Vaughan went to Thursley Common and found Black Darters were numerous
with Keeled and Black-tailed Skimmers also much in evidence. The most impressive find was
of a full grown Emperor moth caterpillar in its normal heather environment - my caterpillar book
says that these bright green monsters (6cm long) normally reach full size in August, making
Tony Wilson’s discovery of a fully grown one on the Sussex Downs on July 20 doubly
interesting - not only was it far from its normal heathland environment but seems to have been
a month ahead of its peers. Unfortunately Tony was unable to question the beast about these
anomalies as it had been trodden on before he found it (perhaps its squashed state made it
look larger!). Another unlikely possibility is that Tony’s caterpillar was so squashed that he only
had the colour and size to go by and mistook a Swallowtail caterpillar (which should be mature
by the end of July) for an Emperor - now that would be interesting (but I’m purely speculating
and not tryng to decry Tony’s judgement!)
WED 27 AUG
Lawrence Holloway today had cause to take a torch in order to search for something in the dark
corner of his garden shed at Bognor, and as he shone the beam around he noticed the
‘flashing’ of two large eyes - the defence mechanism of a Peacock butterfly which had come
here to hibernate and which was presumably not yet lost to the world in suspended animation
+++
Lawrence also notes in his wildlife diary that there were 4 Holly Blues flying in his garden today,
reminding me that I have seen fewer than usual in my own garden this year. Clearly that is not
the experience of others as my records have reports of this species being seen in all but two of
the weeks from March 23 to the present day - the two missing weeks were these starting May
12 and June 22 so there was really no break between the first and second generations.
Perhaps numbers have been lower than they are in the really good Holly Blue years - the
highest number reported was just 11 (seen on Thorney Island by Barry Collins on May 5, and
was presumably an early emergence of a second generation).
Although I have no solid evidence for it I think that reports of Hornets have become more
numerous and widespread in recent years, and I see that Paul Troake (warden of the Rye
Harbour NNR) seems to share the same feeling when today he writes .. ‘Finally, skipping back
to the hornet subject, Ralph tells me that the hornet is spreading in to new areas, with sightings
in Westfield and Robertsbridge this summer. I also photographed one which had been
attracted to my moth trap in Flatropers Wood some weeks ago.’ (I have no idea who the Ralph
concerned may be - it’s not me!). The two latest reports of Hornets come today from Jonathan
Forsyth (who saw three on Odiham Common on Aug 24) and from Peter Vaughan (who saw
two on Bartley Heath, also on Aug 24)
TUE 26 AUG
Several years ago a local entomologist told me how he had seen an estimated 150 Red Admirals
flying around and settling on the trunk of one particular oak tree, on one particular afternoon, in
the Nore Barn wood at the west end of the Emsworth shoreline. Since then I have heard of a
couple of similar congregations of butterflies, and today’s news brings two new accounts of the
phenomenon. The first comes from Andrew Brookes who was visiting the Isle of Wight today
and in the evening was in the Bonchurch area at the north end of the Ventnor shoreline - he
says that .. ‘Walking through the dark wooded glade leading from the old church to the sea at
7.30pm, he was amazed to find himself in the midst of at least two dozen Red Admirals, which,
along with a similar number of Common Wasps, were feeding avidly on sap exuding from the
trunk of an oak tree at the side of the path. ‘ The second account comes from Peter Vaughan,
at Bartley Heath near Fleet in the north of Hampshire on Sunday (Aug 24) - Peter writes .. ‘Two
Red Admirals and two Speckled Woods were settled on the trunk of an oak tree, about a metre
off the ground. The tree itself looked reasonably healthy but the bark of the trunk was
damaged in places and as well as the butterflies it had attracted a Hornet and a number of
other flies. The Red Admirals appeared to be feeding, or trying to feed, off something in the
crevices of the bark.’ Interestingly all reports of this activity seem to involve sap from oak trees
rather than any other species, and to attract Red Admirals more than other butterflies. +++
Going back to Andrew Brookes day on the Isle of Wight he had another spectacular sight in the

morning when at the Nodewell disused chalk pit (north side of Tennyson Down near the
Needles). Here, nectaring on Hemp Agrimony, was an unspecified number of Jersey Tiger
moths. These were not the first to be seen this side of the Channel this year but the first to
show their bright colours in daylight - the previous report came via Sarah Patton and the
Migrant Moth website from an anonymous finder running a moth light in the Ferring district of
the Worthing seafront back on Aug 5.
Alan Thornbury arrived at Oxenbourne Down below Butser Hill at Petersfield rather too late in the
day to get the best impression of its butterlies - by reputation it is one of the best places to see
Silver Spotted Skipper in recent years but Alan could only find 6 of them. +++
Jonathan Forsyth did better with numbers of Small White when he went to Shipton Bellinger on
the Wiltshire border west of Andover yesterday. He recorded 120 Small to just 5 Large Whites
(and 10 Green-veined) and I think these proportions reflect the numbers of Small Whites being
seen everywhere at the moment. +++
The hoped for Clouded Yellow summer has not materialised but there have been enough for most
people to see a few and on Sunday (Aug 24) Jonathan Forsyth saw three of them on Odiham
Common, and he had another two at Burkham Home Farm on the previous day (Aug 23), when
that site was still able to produce 280 Common Blues and 68 Small Heath among others!
Tunring to moths I see that Maurice Pugh at Netley Marsh now has six Convolvulus Hawkmoths
on his score sheet, and they are still being seen widely. Last Friday (Aug 22) David Parker
went to visit friends in his home village of Forestside near Rowlands Castle and was able to
confirm that a large moth which had been puzzling them for several evenings was a
Convolvulus Hawk, and David knows of few poeple in his village who have not seen a
Hummingbird Hawk this month! +++
A much rarer local find was made by Richard Moore who occasionally runs a moth trap at his
home in Catherington, in the valley leading north from Catherington Down. The moth in
question was a Dewick’s Plusia and was taken this evening. I may have missed other reports
of this species but the only one I have copied into my database was taken at Portland Bill on
June 28 (not only is this a ‘good moth’ to find but I think it has one of the most memorable Latin
names - Macdunnoughia confusa - making it sound like a Scot who has had a dram too much)
The Titchfield Haven website has just been updated with August sightings, giving a good list of
moths coming to their moth traps which are new to my yearlist. Those which are firsts for the
year are Copper Underwing, The Herald (those seen earlier in the year had overwintered from
the 2002 brood and this is the first of the 2003), Rosy Rustic, The Crescent, Twin-spotted
Wainscot and Webb’s Wainscot - these were all found on Aug 4. First finds of second brood
emergence were of Iron Prominent, Knot Grass, Poplar Hawkmoth and Sallow Kitten, again all
seen on Aug 4 (their first Oak Eggar on that date had been beaten by Barry Collins daytime
finds on Thorney Island on Aug 2). A first-ever for the reserve was a Beautiful Yellow
Underwing on Aug 19 (though Peter Vaughan had seen this species on July 6 at Thursley in
Surrey).
One other insect species deserving a mention is the hairy hoverfly Volucella bombylans which is
apparently very variable in colouration and can mimic a number of different Bumblebee
species. According to Michael Chinery’s Collins Guide to Insects this is a common species
throughout the British Isles but despite having learnt many new species through the finds and
pictures on Lawrence Holloway’s website this is the first time I have seen a mention of this
species - naturally it was Lawrence who found and photgraphed it in his Bognor garden.
SUN 24 AUG
Mike Collins was surprised to find a male Banded Demoisellle far from water in the Lavant area to
the north of Chichester and he has asked me if this find is unusual. I know that this species
likes slow-running, muddy bottomed streams as a home for it larvae, but I also know that all
dragonfly species can be found miles from their breeding habitat in the short period after
emerging from underwater life and before they feel the urge to return to breeding habitat, and
then again after they have completed their breeding. Can anyone suggest suitable breeding
habitat for this species in the Goodwood/Lavant/Kingley Vale area?
SAT 23 AUG
Tony Wilson headed west today from his home in Hove to Ickleham on the far side of East Sussex

- the main purpose of the expedition was to visit a pond where a tiny colony of Small Red-eyed
Damselflies (Erythromma viridulum) has been found for the past two years, and if, having failed
to find this species in the index of your dragonfly books, you want to know what all the
excitement is about I can go some way to answering your questions by repeating what I wrote
about the species last summer, when I said ... +++
... +++
Tony Wilson spent last Friday (July 26) visiting dragonfly sites in the Romney
Marshes/Dungeness area of Kent where the most prized sight was of a tiny colony of Small
Red-eyed Damselflies at a small roadside pool close to New Romney. This species
(Erythromma viridulum) is not mentioned in either of the two recent 'all embracing' books on
British dragonflies (by Dan Powell and Steve Brooks) but when this species was mentioned last
summer Mark Litjens came to the rescue and I was then able to write:- Mark Litjens has pointed
me to two sources of info about the Small Red-eyed Damselfly which I mentioned on Sunday
(26 Aug 2001). If you want to know more about it visit
http://geocities.com/hertsdragonflies/red-eyed.html or alternatively read Steve Cham's article
on page 324 of British Wildlife mag (June 2000 issue). The gist of the story seems to be that
this small version of the Red-eyed Damselfly is difficult to separate from the larger and
commoner species (and may consequently be lurking unidentified in our midst at several sites
though we are on the northern fringe of its distribution). In July 1999 it was identified at three
sites in Essex and in 2000 it was found at a number of further sites. The rumour which reached
Mark Litjens recently is that it has already been found in Hampshire but he knows not where.
+++
I have still not heard of any claims for colonies in Hampshire, but Tony Wilson gives a useful tip for
picking out the new species - he says:- The males have a habit of curving their abdomen
upwards making it easy to pick them out amongst the few Red-eyed Damselflies also present
particularly if you are not close enough to see the extent of blue. +++
If you get a close enough look you will find that the Small species has blue all along the underside
of the male body whereas the normal species just has the tail segments blue - less easy to spot
differences are the colour of the eyes (the Small has brighter, less red, eyes) and the size
(Small is smaller if the two species are seen side by side). +++
... +++
Coming back to what Tony found this year he says .. ‘At Icklesham I found 8 Small Red-eyed
Damselflies in a ditch away from the main pond where they were found last year. These are so
far the only ones in Sussex. They were all on floating algae which seems to be their favourite
habitat rather than the lily leaves that Red-eyed Damselfly prefers.’ +++
On this same trip Tony called in at Birling Gap on Beachy Head and saw 2 Adonis Blue with 2
Silver Spotted Skipper, 10 Chalkhill and 20 Common Blues, a Clouded Yellow and 20 Painted
Ladies. +++
At Icklesham he had two Clouded Yellows and a Long-winged Conehead plus a good list of
dragonflies:- some 40 Migrant Hawkers and 50 Common Darters, 6 Brown Hawkers and 2
Emerald Damsels with Black-tailed Skimmer, Common Blue and Azure Damsels
At Stockbridge Down today Mike Duffy had plenty of proof that Small Heath are enjoying this hot
dry weather, seeing over 100 of them. Small Copper was doing equally well with more than 35
fresh specimens seen (and probaly 50 or more present in total). He was also pleased to see
two Silver Spotted Skipper in a part of the down where they have not been seen before and his
list had one butterfly long missing from everyone else’s - a single Holly Blue. +++
Hummingbird Hawks are now so common that it is difficult to find anything interesting to say about
them but Richard Carpenter today added a new source of nectar to the list that I have heard of
them visiting when he saw one at Himalayan Balsam - this is also known as Policeman’s
Helmet and thus conjured up in my warped mind the concept of an ‘illegal immigrant’ moth
endeavouring to keep on the right side of the law by ‘sucking up’ to a Policeman’s Helmet. +++
Richard also tells me that yesterday (Aug 22) he watched a single Ruddy Darter at Titchfield
Haven. +++
Finally for this update another couple of notes about the Convolvulus Hawkmoth invasion. Aug 22
brought one to Sway on the southern edge of the New Forest to be seen by Steve Keen and on

the same day Mike Collins was given one (already dead when he got it but very battered) found
in the Goodwood area near Chichester. Going back to Thursday (Aug 21) Maurice Pugh tells
me that the Tobacco Plants in his Netley Marsh garden are still pulling in these moths - on that
night he had two at the same time and it begins to sound as if they have become a nightly
fixture in his garden.
OTHER WILDLIFE

TUE 26 AUG
Commenting on a sighting by Cliff Dean of what Cliff thought was a Grey Seal in the sea off Pett
(Rye Bay east of Hastings) Paul Troake (warden of the Rye Harbour NNR) confirms that he has
recently seen a Grey Seal there and says .. ‘Grey Seals are seldom recorded along this stretch
of coast, and I'm not aware of any breeding sites closer than Norfolk or Cornwall, whereas
Common Seals pup as near as Chichester Harbour and the Baie de Somme and are much
more frequent here’ - an interesting remark about Chichester Harbour comng from an
authoritative source!
BIRDS

WEEK 34 AUG 18 - 24

FRI 22 AUG
The computer viruses (viri to pedants) which, with suicide bombing, are one of the latest
symptoms of the death throes of our civilization (you didn’t really expect it to last much longer
than previous attempts?) have clogged cyberspace over the past day or so and have put my
ISP (not my computer) out of action, so I have no email input, but luckily I can still access the
websites that I normally visit and have a certain amount of pre-virus email.
The main item for today is Bernie Forbes’ account of a visit to the Sidlesham/Selsey area, starting
at the nature reserve visitor centre where a Garden Warbler was singing quietly among silent
Willow Warblers and other migrants. At Church Norton he saw 3 Spotted Flycatchers but
missed a Pied which others had seen. Out in the harbour there were 8 Knots among many
Grey Plover - of some interest to me as I have always thought of Pagham as having a good
flock of Knot (perhaps 100 at this time of year) before any arrive in Langstone Harbour,
whereas this year we know of at least 9 at Farlington before anyone had seen more than 1 at
Pagham. Interestingly my train of thought - that Knot are pushing further south and west
nowadays rather than staying on the east coast - is supported by John Reeves sighting of
around 150 Knot flying west off Church Norton back on July 28. +++
A female Peregrine was in the Church Norton area, resting in a small oak until Bernie walked too
close for her comfort, and over the Selsey west fields he had a more distant and conventional
view of two female/immature Marsh Harriers, with five Yellow-legged Gulls on the Selsey
shoreline.
THU 21 AUG
The Temminck’s Stint was still at Farlington Marshes today and Bob Chapman adds to the
interest by sending out a picture of it in which (with nothing to show the scale) the bird does look
remarkably like a Common Sandpiper (as Keith Vinnicombe says) but without the distinctive
pale ‘shoulder yokes’. Bob tells us that it is a juvenile and adds further interest by saying that a
few of these birds breed in the Scottish highlands, so it could be ‘home grown’ rather than
coming from a more likely origin in Scandinavia. +++
Up to 6 Yellow Wagtails have been seen at the Marshes in the past few days, with similar
numbers of Wheatear and Whinchat, and Bob confirms the presence of a Marsh Harrier and
Redstart there yesterday, when the ringers caught a Pied Flycatcher in the evening. I am not
sure where the current wave of Marsh Harriers has come from (just moving south from
breeding in Britain or straying over this country from much further afield - like the great wave of
Honey Buzzards that delighted us in September 2000) but they seem to be at least as
numerous as Ospreys at the moment with current reports from Hastings, Selsey, Thorney
Island, Farlington Marshes and Titchfield Haven
Steve Keen logged the highest Hampshire score of Yellow Wagtails for this autumn so far with
more than seven at Keyhaven but no major movement of these birds has yet been seen though

it might occur sometime in the next couple of weeks. I see that last year a huge peak of 440
came to roost at Titchfield Haven on the night of Sept 7, and on that same night I was delighted
to witness a flock of around 70 going over the Warblington fields at dusk while Ben Darvill noted
30+ in the Wootton Bridge area on the north coast of the Isle of Wight (Ben commented that he
thought they were held up by strong south west winds). My impression is that those Yellow
Wagtails which still manage to find suitable places to breed further north in the British Isles tend
to move south in one or two big waves, sometimes getting briefly held up at the coast, and that
the only place you are likely to see more than 20 of them nowadays is the Titchfield
Haven/Hook area with the majority of the birds collecting at Titchfield Haven for a night or two
at most. +++
Steve also noted 35 Eider still in the Keyhaven area. +++
I realise that I may be missing out on a lot of news by not subscribing to the commercial bird news
services but I still find it slightly surprsing that there has been/still is (??) a colour ringed Great
White Egret at Mockbeggar Lake near Ringwood without it having been mentioned on Hoslist.
Nevertheless Mark Grantham at the BTO seems to have justification for asking Hoslisters for
the colour ring combination of the bird which he believes to be there. Perhaps this is another of
Laurie Chappell’s finds (like the Kentish Plover which no one else could find at the Blashford
Lakes last June).
Recent news of a more domestic sort comes from Lawrence Holloway who writes of seeing
House Martins feeding young yesterday in their nests along East Street in Chichester (where
earlier in the season the rooves will probably have been alive with the sound of nesting Herring
Gulls and their young - but what else can you expect in a quiet cathedral city?) +++
Still in Sussex, but nearer to us here in Havant, Martin and Tim Hampton went to Thorney Island
yesterday evening and watched a juvenile Marsh Harrier settle to roost in the Little Deeps
reeds after a slight argument with a Heron. Some 900 Starlings were gathered on the
overhead wires nearby - this is a regular pre-roost gathering but I am not sure where these
birds actually sleep - in the reeds, in the scrub, or do they stay on the wires? +++
Earlier in the evening Martin and Tim saw a Kingfisher at the east end of the Great Deeps, and
also on their list were 2 Snipe, a Whimbrel, 2 Little Terns and 3 Wheatears. One Sand Martin
and one Hobby were also listed (but not I think in single-handed combat), and on Tuesday
Martin had seen another Hobby over the Portsmouth University site in densely populated
Portsmouth
Lastly for yesterday’s news George Spraggs tells me of at least 30 Canada Geese seen on the
open West Lane fields on Hayling Island - no doubt some non-birder from the Island will seen
be telling me that the Brent are back early this year!
On Tuesday (Aug 19) three very different birds were seen in the Pagham Harbour area, all of
them probably there by chance on their autumn dispersal journeys from nests elsewhere. One
was a Red Kite seen briefly over the Sidlesham visitor centre area, the second a Dartford
Warbler at Church Norton, the third (and possibly the most interesting) being a Nuthatch seen
and heard by Lawrence Holloway in his garden in the Aldwick area of Bognor. Nutchatches are
notoriously reluctant to go anywhere near the sea, yet Lawrence’s garden is within 400 yards of
it. To re-inforce the unusualness of this sighting Lawrence says that this is only the second
Nuthatch to visit his garden during the 30 years that he has lived there. +++
Going back to Sunday (Aug 17) David Potter had a late Swift - a single over the Hollingbury Camp
area of Brighton - on the same day that Pete Ryder had a large group of them over Budds Farm
at Havant +++
Finally another item from Lawrence Holloway reports some 200 Greylag and 3 Egyptian Geese at
Pulborough Brooks on Aug 15
WED 20 AUG
A Temminck’s Stint was on the stream close to the lake at Farlington Marshes today, probably
discovered by Jason Crook who told John Shillitoe of its presence, enabling John to tell us via
Hoslist. This is a particularly exciting find as, unlike most recent years, there seem to have
been no spring sightings of this species in Hampshire or Sussex, this being the first reported in
either county this year. There is a good chance that it will stay for several days although the
only one to be seen at Farlington last year arrived on Aug 4 and was not seen after Aug 5 Last

year saw just one other record for Hampshire (Titchfield Haven on June 20), and Sussex had
just two records, both at Sidlesham ferry, on May 13 and Aug 5. In 2001 Hampshire had four
birds (one at Farlington from Sept 3 -9). 2000 was a better year with five in Hampshire (none at
Farlington) and seven in Sussex, while 1999 brought just three to Hampshire (again none at
Farlington) +++
Never having seen a Temminck’s myself I have had a quick check on what to look for and it
seems that there are two main points of difference between this species and Little Stint. One is
leg colour, Temminck’s having pale legs while both Little Stint and Sanderling (which is another
possible confusion species if you misjudge its larger size!) have black legs. The other feature is
the bird’s behaviour - where Little Stint is a quick, jerky and energetic feeder Keith Vinnicombe
say that Temminck’s .. ‘creeps around on flexed legs in slow, furtive, mouse-like manner’ while
its plumage is somewhat like that of a Common Sandpiper, dull and plain in comparison to the
Little Sint, lacking the Little Sint’s distinctive ‘V’ on its back. Should the bird call a Little Stint
should say ‘Tip, tip, tip’ while the Temminck’s call is a soft mouse-like trill ‘si-si-si-si’ +++
At Titchfield Haven , where John Shillitoe went after seeing the Stint and evading the travellers
encamped at the Eastern Road entrance to Farlington, he saw at least six Yellow Wagtails and
a Marsh Harrier which he describes as a female though Richard Carpenter is more cautious
and says female or juvenile (this is probably a newcomer though the bird sounds similar to one
which was at the Haven from Aug 2 to 8 and seemed to be good at hiding itself). John
reckoned that there were more than 7 Green Sandpiper present and Richard added 25 Teal
and 5 Stock Dove to the list.
Over on the Isle of Wight the flock of Black-tailed Godwit in Yarmouth Harbour has increased from
the 75 recorded there on Monday (Aug 18) to 104 today, and a Cetti’s Warbler was heard there
(presumably giving its energetic ‘song’ rather than just ticking). In Newtown Harbour the
Ringed Plover count was up from 6 on Aug 12 to over 10 today, and singles of both Peregrine
and Osprey could be seen (there were two Ospreys there last Saturday and Monday)
TUE 19 AUG
Of some 25 Whinchat mentioned in today’s news 10 of them were seen in the fields east of the
Meon Valley today by John Shillitoe as he went north from Wickham past Hambledon towards
Chidden at the foot of the downs and returned through the Soberton area - six Wheatear were
also seen in the valley. The northernmost point of his journey was Old Winchester Hill on the
downs where the surprise was the presence of two Sedge Warblers. Also seen on the hill were
minima of 9 Willow Warblers, 7 Whitethroat, 6 Blackcap and 4 Chiffchaff with 2 Turtle Doves, 2
Spotted Flycatchers and a Redstart. +++
At least seven more Whinchat were seen by Pete Ryder at Farlington Marshes where at least one
of the Golden Plover was still present. +++
The remaining seven Whinchat mentioned on the internet were at Beachy Head where 32
Wheatear were on parade with a Grasshopper Warbler keeping a lower profile. Much further
inland at Weir Wood reservoir on the East/West Sussex border north of Haywards Heath four
Black Terns and an Osprey were fishing - no doubt after different sizes of fish - while four
Greenshank, six Green and one Common Sandpiper were interested in much smaller prey (or
perhaps just a drink before resuming their journey). Last Sunday (Aug 17) there were two
Ospreys at Weir Wood.
Kevin Stouse is back today from a well earned holiday in Egypt but was still able to find time for a
quick look at the IBM lake at Portsmouth during his lunch break. Two pieces of good news are
that both the Swan fmilies are still present with all their cygnets, and that two Great Crested
Grebes are present, though keeping their distance with one at either end of the 1km long lake in view of ample signs that the Little Grebe there are still hatching new broods Kevin hopes that
the Great Crested may do so (but I for one will be surprised if they do - for a start they really
need to get a bit closer to each other than a kilometre if any eggs are to be fertile!) Another
welcome snippet of news was that a Goldcrest was still singing around the site, albeit very
briefly.
That well known escapee from Bird World at Farnham, the White Stork, was last seen in the
Crondall area west of Fleet ten days ago (Aug 8) by Doug Robertson who enjoyed the
spectacle of the bird evading Rugby tackles by staff from Bird World while Lee Evans (not

risking damage to his more elegant clothes) looked on. Still on the run ten days later (I do know
that there is no proof of this being the same bird but it helps the storyline to assume that it is)
the Stork was seen in the Shipton Bellinger area to the west of Andover close to the Wiltshire
border near Tidworth, and the person who saw it phoned Keith Betton to whom we are indebted
for this news, and as I write this on Thursday I have just seen the bird on the TV news (at least
the intrepid TV cameramen have ‘captured’ it, if only on film). I hope the Bird World staff are
getting the extra subsistence allowance that they need to keep up the chase. I wonder if they
will call in that man with a microlite who recently gave a flying display at Middle Wallop with
seven free flying geese and one Crane during an open air concert at the airfield? The Stork
would make a great addition to his team and maybe he could earn a bit on the side by getting
the Stork to carry expectant mothers to the nearest maternity hospital - with the microlite to
guide them to the right place they should get there quicker than by road.
On Sunday (Aug 17) Barry and Margaret Collins made a full circuit of Thorney Island and ended
my fears of a shortage of Ringed Plovers with a count of 400, presumably on the Pilsey sands
(though not a single Sanderling is mentioned). Other notable birds seen were a juvenile Marsh
Harrier, a juvenile Peregrine, one Water Rail, five Wheatear, four Turtle Doves and six Knot.
+++
In recent years Corn Buntings would almost certainly have been seen on Thorney Island, and
their current dearth is shown by the fact that, until today, only one has been mentioned in any
reported news for the current month (that was one on Old Winchester Hill on Aug 13). That
proves they are not extinct in Hampshire, and today’s news proves the same for Sussex with
another single bird seen at Seaford near Beachy Head by Nick Pope last Sunday (Aug 17).
Nick had a good list of migrants on the East Sussex coast, even having 12 Greenshank fly over
as well as 30+ Whitethroats, 20+ Lesser Whitethroats, 6+ Willow Warblers, 3 Reed Warblers, 2
Blackcap, and singles of Sedge Warbler, Whinchat and Pied Flycatcher. +++
At Whitbread Hollow on Beachy Head, also on Aug 17, Bob Edgar had a list (maybe from a ringing
session?) of 30 Willow Warblers, 6 Garden Warblers, 4 Reed Warblers and 2 Whinchat. +++
Saturday (Aug 16) brought a Little Gull, two Ravens and several Turtle Doves to Arlington
Reservoir in the Cuckmere Valley not far from Beachy Head, but the item of weekend news
which pleased me most was the domestic sighting of a female Yellow Wagtail in a garden bird
bath at Yapton, south of Arundel, on Sunday.
MON 18 AUG
Since last week when Bob Chapman told us (see notes for Aug 14) that the 350 Black-tailed
Godwit at Farlington Marshes were only half the number he expected to see there in August I
have been looking out for big counts of these birds in unusual places but I soon found that, with
only the occasional random counts that I see on the internet to go by, taken with the number of
potential sites for these birds and their ability to move between these sites on a daily basis
(leaving aside the variations in numbers seen caused by the state of the tide when the counts
were made), that it is virtually impossible to draw any conclusions without access to the
co-ordinated WeBS count data (and even then it would seem that many counters don’t bother
to visit their sites in the summer months and regard counting as a September to March activity
only). Another difficulty in the way of seeing the pattern of Godwit counts and movements this
summer is that Pete Potts computer has suffered a lightning strike, preventing data getting
through to his database (if anyone is not aware of this they should send any data that may not
have reached Pete to ruthcroger@beeb.net until further notice). +++
One or two things that I did notice are that, while people were reporting counts of 550 Blackwits at
Farlington on 3 Aug 2001 rising to 600 on 27 Aug 01, no count for Aug 2002 reported from
Farlington exceeded 351 (so maybe this year’s figures are not such a sudden drop). Another
indication of a drop comes from Emsworth Harbour where 182 were counted on Aug 15 last
year (2002) with the highest count for this summer being only 72 on July 24). Also there has
been no count of over 100 from the Broadmarsh area this summer to equate to figures of 150 or
more there in recent summers. +++
The only candidate for a new site to which the birds have transferred their allegiance is Yarmouth
on the Isle of Wight, which today gave a count of 75 Blackwits (though that is hardly a surprise
as there were around 50 there regularly last winter and 37 still present in June). An absence of

counts from the north solent shore during the current month (other than a figure of 76 for
Keyhaven for Aug 2 from Mark Edgeller) could be hiding a surprise which will be revealed when
Russell Wynn issues his August summary at the end of the month, but as he had up to 93 there
in July I hardly expect anything dramatic. +++
While on this subject of wildfowl and wader counts, but turning to the less pleasing Canada
Geese, I see that the departure of some 250 of these in total from the July moult flocks at the
IBM Lake and Baffins pond, both in Portsmouth, has probably contributed substantially to
counts of 148 at Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight today and 186 at Titchfield Haven yesterday. I
think it was John Shillitoe who recently enquired if the collective noun for these geese was ‘an
excess of Canada Geese’ - I’ve never heard that one and if we are to invent one I would vote for
‘a shit of Canadas’. I can remember fresh green grass along the IBM Lakeside outside the
cafeteria on which many people would sit or lie and subathe during summer lunch breaks - now
the grassy areas are one swathe of dry goose droppings as far as the eye can see! A month
ago a layer of moulted feathers covered most of this muck but I would not call that a feather bed
and lie on it...
SUN 17 AUG
While Pete Ryder was at Budds Farm today a large party of Swifts were overhead but I doubt they
stayed for long . On the pools were 20 or more Little Grebe, plenty of Tufted Duck and 2
Common Sandpipers (the two young Shelduck seem to have flown from the pool by now) and
on the shore (I’m not sure if Pete went east along the South Moor shore or west towards
Broadmarsh) he claims to have seen both a Ruff and a Spotted Redshank, both of which would
be very unusal there, and to have had the first 35 Turnstone to return there. +++
At Hook (Warsash) Bob Marchant today found 30 Egrets, almost certainly a record count for the
site and an indication of the large numbers which have now returned to our shores. 10 Gadwall
and 16 Teal were more ‘early birds’ booking their lodgings for the coming winter while two
Whinchat and two Spotted Flycatchers were just passing. +++
Bob does not mention the Yellow Wagtail he saw last Friday but two more were heard over
Titchfield Haven today by Peter Raby, who had earlier seen a total of 11 Grey Wagtails at the
Warnford cressbeds in the Meon valley (sounds as if at least three pairs bred thereabouts, and
also seems to show that these cressbeds have not been totally sterilised of insect life by EEC
regulations).
John Shillitoe confirms that the two Spoonbills are still at Titchfield Haven where he saw two
Roseate Terns and heard news of a third being in the vicinity. +++
Still on the south east Hampshire shore Matt Lawes had good counts of 18 Ringed Plover and 48
Black-tailed Godwit at Cams Bay in the Fareham Creek area
Ian Pibworth as usual spent his Sunday at the Testwood Lakes where he saw 69 bird species
during the day. Among these was a Tree Pipit moving south and a ‘charm’ of 48 Goldfinch. He
mentions Greylag and Teal, neither of which have featured in his recent reports and which are
presumably newly returned to the site though Ian does not give any number for them (one of
each?) +++
A little further south at the Lower Test Marshes Simon Harthill noted 14 Green Sandpiper and
more than 30 Yellow-legged Gulls present today.
SAT 16 AUG
Will Walmsley was at Farlington Marshes today and reports much of the data that will go into the
WeBS count for this month (though obviously he has not got the full picture from all around
Langstone Harbour). His list reads - Oystercatcher 600, Curlew 581, Redshank 400,
Black-tailed Godwit 350, Dunlin 321, Grey Plover 300, Bar-tailed Godwit 50, Ringed Plover 30,
Whimbrel 11, Turnstone 10, Knot 9, Snipe 7 and Greenshank 2 (several of Will’s fgures were
given as estimates or minima and I have given them as straight counts to give a simpler picture
of the relative numbers). In addition to these he noted several Common and Green Sandpiper,
at least three Whinchat and five Wheatear and heard that Jason Crook had seen at least one
Little Ringed Plover and one Spotted Redshank on the scrape which is inaccessibl to the
general public in order to allow the birds a bit of privacy from the constant stream of visitors.
Highlights were an adult Curlew Sandpiper on the lake, a juvenile Garganey on the stream, a
Yellow Wagtail heard at the Deeps and a distant Arctic Skua seen flying south down the

Langstone Channel..
I was also out counting the birds on the IBM Lake where the highlight was a group of three female
or young Ruddy Duck sitting among many Coot in a patch of weed that has appeared close to
the north bank right outside the cafeteria. I think this may be a new species for the site and it
took me some time to work out what they were until one of them raised its ‘stiff tail’ to confirm
what I had concluded from the broad flat bill, the very dark ‘skullcap’ and the thin dark line
running horizontally through the pale cheeks. The rest of the plumage was pale shades of
brown looking fluffy and accentuating the broad-bodied ‘flattened’ body and at a distance I
thought these were some funny hybrid between the Tufted Duck and Dabchick that are
numerous on the lake - not being familiar with Ruddy Duck I thought these birds were too big
for that species but I guess that is because the males which I recall seeing look much more
‘stream lined’ as they move through the water whereas these birds were sitting quietly on
surface looking like fluffy Grebe. On checking my books I see that Ruddy Duck and Coot are
roughly the same body length, which is what I saw. +++
Other surprises at the lake started with a mass take off (from resting on the bank) of at least seven
(maybe nine) Cormorant which all flew off and may have been double counted elsewhere in
Tipner or Paulsgrove Lakes. In the past Cormorant were unknown on the lake in summer but
recently they have become more frequent visitors - none were present last August but in 2001
there were four setting the summer record until today. Canada Geese gave a pleasant surprise
with only 43 in total (last month we had 163) of which 5 were a family unit keeping separate
from the main flock (the juveniles are now in adult plumage though slightly smaller in size than
their parents). The presence of one Great Crested Grebe was not unexpected as was the
presence of the ‘junior’ Swan family which has four cygnets (though one of these was already
showing its independence, keeping at least two hunred metres from the rest of the family). As
to the ‘senior’ Swan family with five cygnets all I can say is that I did not see them - they were
not in their usual ‘hauling out’ spot but could easily have been hidden in parts of the lake I did
not see (suffering a strained back I was unable to pull on my wellies and hence could not wade
out to the islands as I normally do!) - I’m pretty sure they are still present. +++
There was far more weed growng in the lake than usual and this seemed to have brought in more
Coot - last month I found 56 present - this time there seemed to be 80 (though some may have
moved, and so been double counted, while I was watching the Ruddy Ducks)
Other people reporting news for today included Jeff Goodridge who visited the north west of
Thorney Island and, probably in the scrub between Marina Farm and the Little Deeps, saw a
Pied Flycatcher, three Turtle Doves, ten Whitethroats and two Lesser Whitethroats. On the
shore of Hayling Bay Rosemary Webb counted 14 Wheatears today. +++
John Faithfull was at Hook/Warsash where the Ringed Plover count was up to 27 with 40 Dunlin
and 20 Black-tailed Godwit. Ducks present were 20 Teal, 4 Gadwall and 2 Shoveler and John
also noted a Sedge Warbler. At Woolmer Pond a second hand report via Moira Doherty tells of
41 Teal now present there.
News for yesterday (Aug 15) from Derek Hale at West High Down on the Isle of Wight is of
another 4 Yellow Wagtail and a family of Ravens (two juveniles with their parents), and more
good news comes from Stephen Harwood at Catherington where one Swallow’s nest has
raised a brood of six youngsters (normal clutch size is four or five eggs only) and there are
more birds than usual on the wing around the nest site as they prepare to depart. +++
Still with Swallows those already on their way south are filling coastal reedbeds each night and
Moira Doherty gives a graphic account of them crowding into a small bush at Woolmer Pond
last night. She was also a bit surprised to see them mobbing a Heron peacefully fishing
nearby, but I suspect thay had good reason to do so - Herons will catch and attempt to swallow
anything that comes within reach of their beak including frogs and small mammals (I have seen
one attempting to swallow a full grown Moorhen - after an hour or more the Moorhen’s legs
were still sticking out of the Heron’s bill and neither bird seemed to be enjoying the
experience!). Although I have not heard of it happening I can well believe that a Heron, if short
of fish, would creep up to a reedbed and pick off sleeping Swallows ...
PLANTS

TUE 19 AUG
Despite the drought the first Autumn Gentians were flowering on Old Winchester Hill when
Richard Carpenter was there today, along with the first Carline Thistles that I have heard of
(these normally appear in July though the brown flowers on this plant easily escpe notice).
Among other plants managing to flower without water (other than dew) were Burnet Saxifrage,
Dwarf Thistle, Small Scabious, Round-headed Rampion, Yellow-wort and the yellow Wild
Parsnip which seems able to survive however hot the summer. +++
Going back to the Autumn Gentians I remember that some people used to call them Autumn
Felwort but I had to go back to Keble Martin (who was I think at the end of a long life when his
superb illustrations were published in 1965) before I came across that name. He used it as a
general name for the genus Gentianella, reserving the english name of Gentian for the genus
Gentiana (i.e. Marsh and Spring Gentian only)
SUN 17 AUG
The first report of Autumn Ladies’ Tresses in flower comes today from gardens on South Hayling
- nothing dramatic as yet but Rosemary Webb has three spikes flowering in her garden and has
seen at least one in a nearby garden. +++
Other than that there is little in the way of flower news as plants struggle to survive the heat and
drought. Walking round the IBM Lake at Portsmouth yesterday I saw my first Ploughman’s
Spikenard in flower but it was already nearly over and I guess it has been flowering on the
downs for the best part of a month. Both Common Centaury and Yellow-wort had one or two
plants still showing bright colour among a mass of Small Scabious which seems almost to
thrive in these conditions.
INSECTS

FRI 22 AUG
Steve Nash long ago gave up trying to report on his national website of Migrant Moths all the
occurrences of Hummingbird Hawkmoths which reach him (though he still welcomes all reports
and they continue to go into his database to record the overall picture), and I was not surprised
by that decision, nor by a similar decision not to list several other very common migrant
species, but I am genuinely surprised that the influx of Concolvulus Hawkmoths should have
overwhelmed him in a similar way - this must be an unprecedented year for them. He writes of
hundreds of reports of this superb moth reaching him (Small Mottled Willow has also been
struck off his reporting list for the same reason). +++
A local reflection of this abundance of Convolvulus Hawks comes once more from Maurice Pugh
- on Tuesday (Aug 19) I expressed my surprise that he had had two of them, on separate days,
in his garden near Southampton but a later report from Maurice says that he had another
sighting of one on Aug 20 and two were flying together on Aug 21. +++
Going back to Steve Nash’s website I see that I was not alone in being puzzled by the moth
species name Palpita unionalis reported as found by Jon Stokes at Portchester on Aug 17.
When I came to add this species name to my database I found that the species number (1408)
given for P. unionalis in my 1979 Bradley and Fletcher already existed in my database for the
species name P. vitrealis, and I see that Steve Nash has recorded both Jon’s find, and another
find of the same species by Andy Collins in Southampton on the same night, as P. vitrealis. Yet
another case where an English name, had one existed, would probably have been less
confusing than Latin name....
THU 21 AUG
At Tugley Wood (part of the Botany Bay complex in Surrey near Chiddingfold north east of
Haslemere) Lawrence Holloway today took an excellent photo of one of two Wood Whites
which he saw there. I see that my simple butterfly books do indicate that Wood Whites
occasionally have a second generation out in August, but this is, I think, the first time I have
ever heard of anyone finding them. +++
During this trip Lawrence saw many species of hoverfly and other insects feeding mainly at
umbellifers (Hogweed and the like) and writes of seeing four different Hornets making
Sparrow-hawk like attacks in order to catch these insects with which to feed the Hornet grubs in
the nest (adult Hornets are vegetarian and take a little pollen when they feel hungry).

Lawrence writes of the Hornets crashing into the flowers in a way that reminds me of once
seeing one plunge headlong at high speed into a thick clump of Heather in the New Forest - at
the time I thought the Hornet was mad and had probably damaged its wings but I soon saw it
clamber back out of the heather with a Common Wasp in its mouth, fully able to fly off with this
added weight.
Andrew Brookes found a good two dozen Small Heath butterflies on grassland at the east end of
Horsea Island (just across the water of Portsmouth Harbour from Portchester Castle) when he
checked that site last Tuesday (Aug 19) and says that this is the highest count he has made in
five years of monitoring this site. Today Bob Chapman remarks that Small Heath numbers at
Farlington Marshes are at an all time high, concluding that this is one of few butterfly species in
this country which really enjoys hot dry weather. +++
Other news from Bob is of a few Clouded Yellows (roughly one every other day) passing over the
Marshes, and of a magnificent Red Underwing moth seen on the wall of the Farlington Marshes
building - normally these large insects rest up for the day on the bark of a tree and their
lichen-patterned forewings make them almost invisible there but you can’t miss them if they
foolishly chose to rest, as I remember once seeing one, on a whitewashed wall. I think the
gorgeous red of their underwings, normally hidden when at rest, is designed to make up for
poor choices of resting places - a predator like a Flycatcher might well be put off carrying
through an attack on one if the moth fluttered its forewings and revealed the huge red ‘eyes’
previously hidden.
On Tuesday (Aug 19) Andrew Brookes was out sea fishing a mile or so south of Ventnor on the
Isle of Wight and for about an hour from 10am he watched a stream of widely separated Red
Admirals (he only counted 13 of them) bravely flying north despites a strong side wind, and
yesterday (Aug 20) Lawrence Holloway noted what were possibly more migrant arrivals in the
Chichester area - a large group of Migrant Hawker dragonflies +++
On the previous Friday (Aug 15) Lawrence was at Pulborough Brooks and saw a Brown Hawker
still on the wing. +++
Finally for today Derek Mills has unearthed new evidence relating to a Pine Hawkmoth he trapped
on Aug 11. At the time he thought the date far too late for a ‘British born’ moth and wondered if
this might have been an immigrant of a second generation that occurs on the continent, or even
the slightly different species Southern Pine Hawk. Now he reads in a recent book on moths by
Paul Waring and Martin Townsend that normal British Pine Hawks can be found in August
(though if so I would be tempted to wonder if the continental habit of an occasional second
generation is spreading here)
WED 20 AUG
This must be the best year ever for Hummingbird Hawkmoths reaching England judging by the
mass of reports coming from both entomologists and surprised members of the public. So far
this year I have noted 79 records of them in my database, but those are only the reports which
interested me (by no means the total which have appeared on Steve Nash’s website nor the far
greated number that have reached the country without getting a mention on the web!), and this
influx has been going on since May 26 when Tony Wilson had one in his home patch at Hove.
Even before that there were two reports - one from a hospital in Brighton on Jan 10 where one
was seen apparently hibernating in a dimly lit corridor, and another from Torquay on April 23
(thought to have been one emerging from hibernation). +++
Examples from todays incoming messages, in which there is mention of 26 more sightings as the
pace of arrival hots up, are of one nectaring from Petunias outside the Civic Offices in
Basingstoke, two more at hanging baskets outside a pub in Lewes, at least 4 - maybe 7 - seen
by three different people on Old Winchester Hill, and one in an Emsworth garden (I also
enjoyed one on my garden Buddleia in Havant today). One example of a surprised member of
the public comes from the Isle of Wight, where the finder reported .. ‘1 Bee Hummingbird (blue
in colour) seen feeding on valerian by a colleague, an escape from Butterfly World perhaps?’
+++
The most interesting report comes from East Dean (the village just north or Beachy Head) via the
SOS website on which (to show that difficulties of indentification are not restricted to insects)
the reporter appears to change sex (being named Carol Jode at the start of the report but

signing off as Carole Jode at the end!). Leaving that editorial slip on one side I will quote the
whole report which shows that this person is by no means a ‘surprised member of the public’ it reads ... +++
... +++
1. First seen in garden (TV563985 ) on 27th June, a Broad Boardered Bee Hawk Moth. Since then
have seen these regularly, including 18th August, even though my book tells me they are only
about in May and June. I am confident in my identification. Invariably nectaring on valerian.
+++
2. First seen in garden (ref as above) 6th June Humming Bird Hawk Moth. Occasional sightings
since. Also on valerian. +++
3. Seen on the approach track from tea chalet to Whitbread Hollow (TV601971) on 15th August, in
excess of a hundred Adonis Blue butterflies. Mingled with similar numbers of Common Blues,
also Chalkhill Blues - less numerous. +++
4. In garden, we noticed a newly planted Fuschia (in pot) disappearing before our eyes.
Inspection revealed 3 Elephant Hawk Moth caterpillars which we transferred to Great
Willowherb that had we planted (yes, really!) in the garden last year. First seen 8th August. 1
Caterpillar still munching on G.W. last night. +++
... +++
I will leave it to others to comment on the Bee Hawk (and will be very interested to hear what the
experts have to say) but I must add my own thanks to this person for the confirmation that
Elephant Hawk caterpillars do transfer successfully from Fuchsia to Willowherb. Both last year
and this I have put the caterpillars on Great Willowherb but they always fall off onto the ground
in the process - this year I bent a Willowherb plant down so that the fresh leaves were within
reach of the caterpillar and hoped it would climb aboard again when I had gone, or at nightfall,
but it may have been more interested in crawling off to find somewhere to pupate ...
The last of the spring Adonis Blues seem to have been seen on June 21, with an interval of over
six weeks until Piers Vigus found the first fresh summer males on Ballard Down (near Swanage
in Dorset) on Aug 2. In Hampshire the summer brood appeared at Martin Down on Aug 13 and
the first I have noted for Sussex were on the hills east of Brighton on Aug 15. I think all these
sightings were of less than half a dozen specimens, but the summer season really got under
way on Aug 15 when Carole Jode found over 100 at Beachy Head (as reported above) and
today Andy Horton found more than 25 on Mill Hill at Shoreham. I am not sure how well these
numbers represent the total size of the population at their sites as I think the number seen is
highly dependent on the time of day, amount of sun, and the exact route taken by the observer
(and of course their degree of interest in butterflies, causing them to search them out rather
than just record those that force themselves on the observers attention!). I say this as I see that
two days after Carole saw 100+ on Beachy Head Bob Edgar only recorded four there. +++
Other insect observations worth reporting for today include a Ruddy Darter in Richard Carpenter’s
garden at Hill Head (where he has already seen both White Admiral and Silver Washed
Fritillary this summer, both miles from their normal habitat), and a report from Robin Turner of
several Ringlets still hanging on at Old Winchester Hill, nearly three weeks after the last report
of this species from other observers (Mike Gibbons saw 3 at Noar Hill on Aug 3 when they had
already had a good run for their money after first emerging onJune 17).
TUE 19 AUG
Interest in Silver Spotted Skippers was maintained today by an estimated find by Richard
Carpenter of around 30 at Old Winchester Hill today. While there he saw the obligatory
Hummingbird Hawkmoth, three Clouded Yellows and some 20 Small Tortoiseshells plus at
least 50 each of Chalkhill and Common Blues, Small Heath and Meadow Brown. +++
Another speciality of this year’s summer season is the number of Convolvulus Hawkmoths being
seen throughout this country from the Scillies to Shetland, and while it is not unexpected that
several of these may be seen at coastal hotspots (e.g 6 at Durlston Country Park in Dorset on
Aug 5) I think Maurice Pugh at Netley Marsh near Southampton is remarkably lucky to have
had two attracted to the security light on his house on separate nights (Aug 4 and 19).
Last Sunday (Aug 17) Barry Collins took a walk all round Thorney Island, finding 46 ‘Wasp
Spiders’ (Argioppe bruennichi) in the dry grass. Among many other butterflies were 2 Clouded

Yellows, and he also came on one of those big ‘Hornet Mimic’ hoverflies, Volucella zonaria, of
which I noticed one on my Buddleia today. Perhaps most interesting of his finds (at least to me)
was of a Bordered Straw moth nectaring on Fleabane. I have been aware of the arrival of these
migrants at moth traps since Paul Boswell trapped one at Greywell on June 13 (and then 43
came to a light at Durlston Country Park on June 27) with reports of them continuing up to last
Sunday night (Aug 17) when Jon Stokes had one in his trap at Portchester (Fareham), but I had
not thought of them as day flying moths and, seeing that they are not unlike Silver Y in size and
colouration, I realise that I should perhaps take a closer look at all those moths which I see
buzzing round wherever I go and not just assume they are Silver Y’s (or ‘Gamma Moths’ in my
old fashioned nomenclature based on schooldays when Latin and Greek were taken seriously
and the headmaster at the prep school which I once attended in a big house - long since burnt
down - at Picket Post in the New Forest regarded his pupils as fodder collectors for his
caterpillar breeding, or holders of sheets under trees while he beat them to get more
caterpillars - that was proper education!) +++
Finally for today I see that yet another Swallowtail butterfly reached the Kent coast last Friday
(Aug 15), and that another Striped Hawkmoth was in that county on the previous night (Aug 14)
SUN 17 AUG
Richard Carpenter attended a moth trap session at Titchfield Haven this evening and has passed
on some highlights to me, chief among them being the emergence of a second generation of
Poplar Hawkmoths - 15 of them coming to the light. I gather that this second emergence does
not occur every year, and is normally in late August or September. +++
Probably even more excitement was caused by two Convolvulus Hawkmoths which droppped in
on their travels, while a more domestic Garden Tiger will have added colour to the occasion.
One new moth for my yearlist was The Chevron, and its near relative the Water Carpet was
also recorded and must have been another exceptional second generation insect as the
species is normally only seen in April, May or June. +++
Running a separate moth trap at Portchester Jon Stokes added another species to my yearlist
(and to his own garden list) with a small grey moth called Palpita unionalis (sounds like a
description of ‘two hearts beating as one’ - how romantic!)
Andrew Brookes thinks he has probably said farewell to Silver Washed Fritillaries until next year
with just one seen today in the Huntbourn woods to the west of Denmead - he may in fact have
seen the last that anyone will report this year as no other sightings have reached me... No
need to despair yet if you are a ‘butterflies only’ fanatic for fresh Commas, Small Coppers and
Speckled Woods are still on the wing and these with other species will continue to appear for
another couple of months at least, and if the weather holds we could well see a mass southerly
movement of Clouded Yellows in October as the insects realise that its becoming ‘grim up
north’. +++
Another sign that we have passed the high point of summer will soon be the absence of more and
more dragonfly species. I was reminded of this by Simon Harthill’s sighting of a Black-tailed
Skimmer at the Lower Test Marshes - they normally vanish before the end of August but
Common Darters and Migrant Hawkers are among several species that have a couple of
months flying left.
Last Friday I suggested that this is a very good year for Silver Spotted Skippers and since then
several more reports of them have come in including two from Piers Vigus who found seven
today on St Catherine’s Hill at Winchester and yesterday saw 24 on the slopes of Beacon Hill in
the Meon Valley where he thinks there were probably many more given the time to search for
them. Also yesterday Mike Duffy saw at least three on Stockbridge Down while back on Aug 11
Yvonne Munro tells me that she saw two simultaneously on Old Winchester Hill as late as 8pm
(I have always thought of them as an ‘early to bed’ species only likely to be seen in hot
sunshine).
Today I received an annual present from a Fuchsia grower of an unwanted Elephant Hawkmoth
caterpillar and transferred it to a colony of Great Willowherb plants. The lady who made me
this present, while keen to save her Fuchsias from destruction, is much interested in wildlife
and pointed out to me something that I did not know by including in the box containing the
caterpillar a good supply of Fuchsia leaves, resulting in a plentiful supply of caterpillar

droppings, and a berry from the Fuchsia. She pointed out that droppings and berries are
identical in size, shape and pattern as if they had both been cast in the same complex mould
with the ridges and grooves found on the berry. Looking under the bush where the caterpillar
had been feeding would give you no clue as to the presence of the caterpillar - you would just
see a collection of berries which had fallen from the plant. How can that be just a chance
product of raindom mutation to the larva? Surely it is proof of a designer? (No need to refute
that one!)
SAT 16 AUG
There were still at least twenty Chalk-hill Blues out on Stockbridge Down when Mike Duffy was
there today though their number have fallen dramatically in the past week - one can only hope
that they got their act togther and left plenty of eggs before the end of their brief season on the
wing. Mike also brought another moth species to my attention with a find of at least eight
Lesser Treble-bar on the wing by day at Stockbridge Down.
Alan Thornbury took an excellent picture of a Brown Hairstreak nectaring on a thistle flowerhead
when he was at Noar Hill today but when he go home and had a close look at his picture he saw
that he had captured two insects for the price of one - attached to the thorax of the butterfly was
a tiny red mite, and both Alan and I would like to know more about these mites which in the past
I have seen several times on Meadow Browns (presumably because Meadow Browns are
common rather than because the mites are specific to that butterfly). +++
A number of questions occurred to Alan, among them ... +++
-What is the mite doing there (feeding?) +++
-How did it get there (and was the butterfly oblivious to it)? +++
-Is it likely to cause any inconvenience or problems for the butterfly? +++
-Will it detach itself at some stage in order to fulfil its other objectives (like mating!)... +++
Alan also gave me a website address which I have not visited (but which does not seem to have
given Alan much information except about the group of mites which are fruit tree pests). It is
http://www.msue.msu.edu/vanburen/fermite.htm +++
I am not able to answer Alan’s questions, but knowing that mites are related to spiders I turned to
Dick Jones ‘Country Life Guide to Spiders’ to see what he might say about them. Dick tells me
that Mites and Ticks are closely related but come in a great variety of species and life styles - as
a spider hunter himself Dick is particularly concerned with one of the larger species, the red
Harvest Mite, which is abundant in the low vegetation where many spiders area found during
the autumn and is an annoyance to him when it gets into his clothing and causes much skin
irritation. The Harvest Mite is one of the larger species, easily visible to the human eye, and
there is a similarly sized group called Velvet (or trombidiform) mites which are predatory both
on small insects and on other mites smaller than themselves. Another mite attacks the
bronchial tubes of Bees and is the cause of ‘Isle of Wight’ disease which has wiped out many a
bee hive before the latest menace - the Viroa mite. +++
Turning to Michael Chinery’s ‘Collins Guide to Insects’ I read that mites are vegetarian,
carnivorous, parasitic or scavenging. The Red Spider mite is a serious pest of fruit trees
(presumably a vegetarian with a sweet tooth!) while Dick Jones tells me that Oribatid mites live
in moss or leaf litter and feed on fungal hyphae (One of his sentences reads .. ‘Some have a
habit of heaping debris on top of themselves’ which sounds as if they were related to the
self-flagellating House Elves in Harry Potter’s universe). +++
I am really no nearer to answering Alan’s questions, though there is a lot to support my previous
assumption that the mites we see on butterflies are a form of parastic tick, sucking it’s blood at
one stage in their otherwise unknown life cycle, but hold on a moment until we have learnt
about the art of ‘phoresy’ as practiced by the pseudoscorpions. Some species of this group
disperse by clinging to the legs of passing flies, dropping off at whatever landing place the fly
may choose and not damaging the fly in the process. Dick then says that ..’some mites indulge
in phoresy and some at least may feed from their host while being transported’ +++
So my best guess concerning these mites seen on butterflies is that the mites are behaving like
cannabilistic hitch-hikers, wanting to move to where ‘the grass is greener’ and not thinking it
amiss to take a few nibbles out of the insect giving them a lift en route. Whether this is an
essential part of the mites’ life cycle I do not know, and it would seem that (unless a mass of

mites all get aboard the same butterfly) it probably does the butterfly no great harm.
Over on the Isle of Wight yesterday Derek Hale came on a Rose Chafer beetle - a brightly
coloured relative of the Cockchafer and Summer Chafer - which is usually a bright green all
over and may be seen nibbling at a variety of flowers (not just Roses) during the day. It is about
1.5cm long and is said to be common - maybe it is worth a look for it on the Emsworth Brook
Meadow site as its larvae live in rotting timber - especially old willows. The beetles can be
found at any time from May to October and are not one month wonders like the May Bug and
Summer Chafer. +++
Other interesting finds today were of a pristine Striped Hawkmoth in Jon Stokes moth trap at
Portchester (Fareham), and the presence of both Adonis Blues and Clouded Yellows on the
down just east of Brighton (near Balsdean Farm)
Another puzzle in yesterday’s incoming messages was a picture of some species of Orthoptera
(Grasshopper/Cricket) sent by Heather Mills with a request for identification. The picture was
excellent, and I was told that the original was about one inch long (just over 2cm) and had been
found in a garden at Hilsea in Portsmouth, but it did not match any illustration in my insect
books and had similarly baffled Heather. +++
Among the strange things about it were the absence of any wings or shaped pronotum, the
presence of two ‘tails’ sticking up from either side of the rear end of the abdomen (much longer
and less rigid looking than the claspers on the back end of a male bush cricket - I believe they
may serve as a form of ‘gill’ in the nymph stages), and antennae which were similar to those of
a large grasshopper, not the long flexible antennae of a Bush Cricket. The detail of the pegs on
one of the rear legs is especially clear but did not help me! +++
My guess is that this is an advanced instar of a Dark Bush-Cricket nymph but cannot find any
description of what such nymphs look like or how to separate the species. Can anyone out
there point Heather and myself to sources of information on this subject, or (even better) be
prepared to have a look at Heather’s photo and tell us what it is?
Finally for today I must pass on Hampshire’s highest count of Clouded Yellows so far this year (a
higher count even than that made recently in the Lucerne field in Norfolk in which 8000 Painted
Ladies were thought to be present). After that build up Peter Eeles count of 26 Clouded
Yellows (two of them mating) at Martin Down on Aug 4 may sound small, but according to my
information it really is the highest count made in the British Isles this summer. He visited the
site again on Aug 13 and found 14 Clouded Yellows on that day. With them on the second visit
were 4 fresh Adonis Blue males, 32 Small Tortoiseshells, and a Dark Green Fritillary but only 3
Chalkhill Blues which have crashed at this site.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 22 AUG
Listening to Radio Solent on Saturday morning I heard that drinkers at a Langstone pub had
yesterday seen a Seal pup ‘washed up’ on the mud and had called the RSPCA in their concern
for its welfare. So far I have not come across anyone with a first hand account of this news, and
while I respect Radio Solent more than some branches of the media they are at the mercy of
the reports which reach them, so I would not guarantee that the animal was a pup, but if so it
would be further evidence to support the case for pups being born in Chichester Harbour previous evidence is of one dead pup and several rumours.
WED 20 AUG
To prove that all is normal with the Chichester Harbour seal population Barry Collins tells me that
he saw ten Common Seals as he walked around the perimeter of Thorney Island last Sunday
(Aug 17)

BIRDS

WEEK 33 AUG 11 - 17

FRI 15 AUG
Bob Marchant, who had seen a Spotted Crake at Hook/Warsash early yesterday morning, was
back there this morning with Geoff Jones. The crake did show again briefly and Geoff saw it

but Bob says he was looking at the wrong patch of mud and missed it. There may be further
chances to glimpse it as it is rumoured to have been first seen on Tuesday evening (Aug 12)
and when these birds do turn up in the autumn they often stay for some time (one spent a
month at Farlington Marshes from July 15 to Aug 14 in 1999) +++
Also at Hook this morning was the first Yellow Wagtail that I have heard of returning to the
Hamsphire coast on its way south, plus a juvenile Spotted Redshank (another species late in
reaching Hampshire this autumn) +++
Richard Carpenter was at Hook a little later in the day and counted a flock of 204 Oystercatcher
there before having a more exciting sighting of four Black Swans on the river at Titchfield
Haven where the two Spoonbills and one Ruff are still present
Inland at Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire Andy James found two more Ringed Plover and two
more Snipe had turned up bringing the counts of these species to 3 and 6 respectively - not
excessive but growing! He also found the three Garganey which he had first seen last Monday
(Aug 11) were still present, showing that another group of three seen by Chris Jones on Tundry
Pond (just west of Fleet in north east Hampshire) on Wednesday evening (Aug 13) were
different from the Woolmer trio which arrived there on Monday and are unlikely to have flown
far as they are currently moulting. +++
One item from the SOS website today is a personal report from Tony Wilson (who edits the
website) of a Pied Flycatcher taking a dip in the bird bath in his garden at Hove. (In my own
garden at Havant I heard autumn Willow Warbler song this morning),
THU 14 AUG
A Black Kite was seen in the Beachy Head aarea today, presumably having drifted over from the
continent, and 16 Wheatear seen on one fence line in the nearby Seven Sisters Country Park
show that numbers of these migrants are rapidly increasing. +++
An Osprey and one Ruff were reported at Titchfield Haven today before Richard Carpenter
arrived for an evening walk along the Canal Path from which he saw many Swallows and Sand
Martins coming into the reedbed roost and watched the Barn Owl on evening patrol. He also
saw a Greenshank and 7 Gadwall (I suspect that more than an dozen of these have been
present on the river through the summer, hiding away somewhere that the casual visitor will not
easily see them, as the official counts posted on the Haven website give figures of 18 for June
12 and 13 for July 14). Less easily hidden was a flock of some 200 Canada Geese (on Aug 8
Richard had two separate sightings of around 120 Canada Geese - maybe they were of
different birds and the total at the Haven is now around 250??) +++
Other sightings for today include a flock of 39 Ringed Plover back at Hythe on Southampton
Water, a Whinchat at Hook/Warsash and a Lesser Whitethroat at Sinah Lake on Hayling.
News for yesterday (Aug 13) from Bob Chapman at Farlington Marshes is of 4 Avocet and 4 Knot
(together with 250 Dunlin and 200 Grey Plover) at the reserve where the count of Black-tailed
Godwit remains at around 300, though double that number are normally present by now.
Maybe they have suffered some disaster but before assuming the worst Bob is asking if they
have turned up elsewhere in the solent region (if so everyone is keeping very quiet about it!).
+++
Also yesterday the ringers were at work at Titchfield Haven and Richard Carpenter has heard that
among the catch was the first Hampshire Aquatic Warbler of this autumn, four Grasshopper
Warblers and a Pied Flycatcher. +++
John Shillitoe also looked in at the Haven on Wednesday, seeing more than 7 Green Sandpiper
and confirming that the two Spoonbills and the Wood Sandpiper were still present. Earlier in the
day John had been at Old Winchester Hill where he saw a single Corn Bunting as well as a
good selection of departing migrants (3 Whinchat, a Wheatear and the expected Willow
Warblers, Chiffchaffs and Blackcap). +++
Other local news for Wednesday comes from Heather Mills, who had the first two Ringed Plover
back on the Langstone South Moor shore, along with 3 Wheatear on the shore fenceline. Mike
Collins went to the nearby Budds Farm pools where he was pleased to see that five of the nine
Tufted ducklings, which he first saw as babies with their mother on July 15, seem to have
survived and are now almost full grown. Also on the pools were two new families of 5 and 6
small Tufties. On Southampton Water Colin Allen had 45 Turnstone.

Recent news from Pulborough Brooks comes from Peter Hughes via the SOS website - a
Whinchat was there on Wednesday while Tuesday (Aug 12) brought a Marsh Harrier, 4 Ruff, 5
Green Sandpiper plus Common Sandpiper and Black-tailed Godwit, and Monday (Aug 11)
gave them a Nightingale.
WED 13 AUG
Two Cetti’s Warblers were singing today as Richard Carpenter walked along the Titchfield Canal
Path, causing me to look at my records to see if this marked the end of a general period of
silence by these birds, but what I see is inconclusive. Since round about mid-June the birds
have generally been quiet but there have been occasional songsters and my impression is that
most of the birds cease regular singing around the beginning of June when domestic duties
take precedence (no bird sings loudly when near its nest) but they may sing again if the nest
fails or the bird is a non-breeder. July and August are normally quiet months as moult
succeeds breeding and general regular song does not re-commence until early September last year I see that three began singing at Hook/Warsash on Aug 27. +++
Other migrants seen by Richard along the canal path included 8 Whitethroats, 3 Willow Warblers
and Garden Warbler. +++
Two Garganey were still at Woolmer Pond today, presumably two of the three birds which arrived
on Monday (Aug 11), and other birds at the pond on Andy James list for today are 10 Green
and 5 Common Sandpipers plus that first summer Hobby.
TUE 12 AUG
Three glorious summer plumaged Golden Plover were at the Farlington Marshes Deeps today,
seen by both Doug Robertson and Bob Marchant - maybe these were part of a wave of
returning birds that gave Bob a flock of 70 flying west over Old Winchester Hill yesterday, and if
so I hope a few more have dropped off and will stay in Hampshire. +++
Also at Farlington today Bob saw a total of 50 Egrets (36 of them in one high tide roost group) and
what may have been the first Spotted Redshank back at this reserve (Bob Chapman has been
surprised at their absence so far this summer). Other sightings were of a lone Wigeon, a
Snipe, a Whinchat and four Wheatears. Doug Robertson added a count of 51 Greenshank to
this list, a considerable increase on the 40 which Bob Chapman reported at the beginning of
August. +++
Another visitor to Farlington today was Peter Raby, who added to the above list a Little Stint, 4
Snipe and a second Spotted Redshank.
Before going to Farlington Bob Marchant had visited Hook/Warsash where the Egret count was
up to 15 (from 13 on Aug 6) and the first Teal (16 of them) and Gadwall (1) were back with 8
Shoveler, 9 Ringed Plover, 21 Dunlin, 3 Greenshank, 5 Common Sandpiper and 3 Wheatears
(only the second report of Wheatear back at this site).
At Fareham Creek (Cams Bay) Trevor Carpenter had a party of 9 Swifts heading south and found
a dramatic increase in Redshank numbers from 86 on July 13 to 242 today as well as
Black-tailed Godwit (just two birds on Aug 2 up to 116 today). 11 Ringed Plover were also a
notable increase from the two that were the first back on July 30, while a single Knot was today
the first back at this site. +++
Traditionally Collared Doves leave our gardens and spend much of August and September as
foraging flocks in harvest fields, and maybe Trevor was seeing the first indication of this when
he saw 22 Collared Doves at Cams Bay today....
A count of 11 Egrets on the River Adur south of the A27 today seems to be the first significant
count of more than one or two there since their breeding season and so is a further reflection of
the general increase in Egret numbers along the coast. +++
Over on the south west coast of the Isle of Wight a juvenile Marsh Harrier was seen today at
Grammar’s Common (just northwest of Brighstone village) and also thereabouts 2 Crossbill
flew west, there was a flock of over 40 Linnets, and a (juvenile) Cuckoo was seen (by now
presumably able to fend for itself). Another indication of Crossbill on the move was a sighting
of one going south over Fleet Pond in north east Hampshire yesterday evening. +++
On the north coast of the Island an Osprey was at Newtown Harbour (maybe the one that settled

in there on July 19 and was still present on July 27?). In Parkhurst Forest at least four Nightjar
were present this evening, churring, calling and wing-clapping.
Coming into Havant station by train from Portsmouth after work yesterday (Aug 11) Martin
Hampton saw a Hobby fly south over west Havant towards the South Moor/Budds Farm area,
and while walking home through east Havant he saw another (or the same) Hobby going south
east towards the Warblington Farm fields. +++
Later yesterday evening Doug Roberston stayed on at Old Winchester Hill after other visitors had
left, getting a reward which he describes thus .. ‘2 Quail tonight at the set aside field. One was
seen briefly in flight just as the light was fading (9:00), giving off a very strange sounding call,
and then the two started to sing just as it got dark (9:15). They were at the top of the set aside
near to the path ‘ I remain confused about the vocal repertoire of Quail - I presume by song is
meant the ‘Wet-my-lips’ call and I have heard that the females do not make this call but only
give quiet grunts (described as a ‘double croak’). Can anyone enlighten me?
On Sunday (Aug 10) Cliff Dean gave us a count of 10 Yellow Wagtails on coastal turf at Pett Pools
near Hastings, and on Aug 9 a report of 9 juvenile Kittiwake disturbed from Rustington beach
(Worthing) seems to be the first sighting of what I presume to be locally bred brds (from the
Seaford Cliffs east of Brighton) leading an independent and mobile life that may bring them
further west to Hampshire soon. Also on Aug 9 I see that Nightingale, Tree Pipit and a Raven
were all seen at Beachy Head in addition to other species already listed.
MON 11 AUG
The only flock of Golden Plover which I have seen reported during August of the past four years
was one of 20 which flew south over Worthing on 24 Aug 2001, so a flock of 70 flying west over
Old Winchester Hill today, seen by Bob Marchant and John Shillitoe, was exceptional. I doubt
this flock will settle in Hampshire but it could do, though the normal pattern is that one or two
birds are seen in August and September as one day wonders, with the first premanent flocks
not arriving until late September or October. +++
Also at Old Winchester Hill today John and Bob saw just over a dozen Red-legged Partridge,
heard one or two (possibly three Quail) and had two Wheatear and 3 Spotted Flycatchers
among the passing migrants.
Woolmer Pond, unlike Aldsworth Pond, has not yet dried out but as the water level falls any fish or
invertebrate food items become easier to catch in shallow water or pools from which there is no
escape. Similarly dabbling ducks that feed on weed can feed over a larger area of the water
than was possible when parts were too deep to reach from the surface. Consequently I am not
entirely surprised to see Andy James’ list of birds that he found there today - it starts with 3
Garganey and includes a Shoveler and a juvenile Cormorant as well as the more expected
Green Sandpiper (10 of them!), Common Sandpiper (5), Greenshank (4) and Snipe (4). +++
So far as I know this is the first time a Cormorant has visited the pond this year, but it must be an
intelligent youngster to realise the advantage of fishing in a ‘fish tank’ rather than the open sea
or a big lake where the fish can get away. I wonder if it will continue to fish (and probably nest)
inland when it becomes an adult? More and more of them seem to be doing so. and I know that
it is not uncommon for Cormorants, like many Gulls, to head inland to favoured fishing ponds
daily after roosting in the safety of the harbours.
An early flock feeding today on a newly ploughed field near West Town Station on Hayling Island
was of some 200 Linnets seen by George Spraggs. A similar flock of around 120 Linnets was
seen by several people on newly sown fields further up the coastal path at the start of April they then dispersed to breed and I am surprised they are back in such numbers so early.
As large numbers of Willow Warblers pass south through our coastal areas where Chiffchaffs are
the predominant leaf warblers for most of the year several people have remarked on the
difficulty of separating the two species with confidence if they do not sing. Although the call of
the Willow Warbler is generally louder and more disyllabic than that of the Chiffchaff there can
often be a doubt as to which you have heard, especially when a single call from some distance
away is your only clue, and today Steve Chastell, a ringer, admits that even when he has a bird
in his hand his first impression that it is a Chiffchaff may be disproved on closer examination.
+++
David Thelwell backs up this difficulty of discriminating between the species on superficial looks

alone. He says .. ‘12 Willow Warblers, caught and ringed at Timsbury Watermeadows this
morning, suggest a strong passage of Willows occuring at the moment. They ranged in colour
from; brown backs with pale straw undersides and dark legs to green backs with bright yellow
underparts and pale legs.’ +++
From what Steve says, and from reading Keith Vinnicombe’s invaluable Bird Recognition the only
foolproof test is the amount by which the primary feather tips on the closed wing protrude
beyond the tertials which overlay and hide the secondaries when the wing is closed. Looking at
the closed wing you can only see three groups of feathers, the other feathers being folded
away out of sight under these three groups - nearest the head of the bird are the coverts and
scapulars, then come the tertials, and finally the primaries. The rule is that if the length of the
primaries which you can see is from the three-quarters to the full length of the tertials then the
bird is the longer winged Willow Warbler, if the primary ‘projection’ is less than half the length of
the tertials it is a Chiffchaff. Judging this length is not always easy when the bird is in the bush,
and two other features are useful. One of these is the overall shape of the bird, Willow Warbler
being relatively long and thin, Chiffchaff shorter, more rounded and ‘podgy’. The other feature
that comes in handy when the bird is active is the amount of ‘tail dipping’ that it shows. Both will
dip their their tails from time to time but whereas the Chiffchaff does so regularly the Willow
Warbler does so only occasionally. Plumage colour, the presence of a strong supercilium and
the leg colour are all unreliable (I recall reading an observation from the Algarve in Portugal
where someone noted that, after eating an abundant crop of berries, the leg colour of the
Willow Warblers all turned black, but I can’t quote the detail). +++
If you think that you now know everything necessary to separate the two species think again. On
April 8 this year Richard Mould-Ryan was in the Itchen Valley Country Park and heard
snatches of song and calls of both Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff coming from a small bush in
which he was convinced there was only one bird. Eventually the bird came into full view and, to
quote Richard, it was ... ‘ clearly a willlow warbler, (flesh legs, more yellow than buff on breast,
paler supercilium and better defined eyestripe), but then, while I'm watching, it starts giving its
chiff-chaff-chiff-chaff etc. Now I know it hadn't been out of sight between hearing the two calls,
(and I saw its beak move both times), bit I'm still doubtful, but then it starts singing willow
warbler again, and this time it shifts into chiffchaff mode halfway through its song! By now I'm
getting very good views, and there's no doubt it is a willow warbler’. Sorry Richard, you still
haven’t convinced me which it was because you did not tell us about its primary projection.
Such is life...
A trip down the Hayling Billy trail in Havant carrying the Monday ‘Nature Notes’ poster distribution
gave me the pitiful calls of a hungry young Sparrowhawk in trees close to the A27 where I have
not heard them before, and I suspect this indciates that the young birds are now getting further
from their nest sites. Does anyone know for how long the parents continue to bring them food?
+++
On the way back, coming up Wade Lane I noted a Crow on the ground in one of the fields just
north of Wade Court which had substantial blotchy patches of white in its closed wings. As I
stopped to look at it, it spread its wings and flew low to a safer distance, landing again before I
could get a good view of the spread wing, but I had a distinct impression that the ‘white’ patches
were created by sections of barbless feather quills, and this impression was enhanced by the
way the bird beat its wings (as if not getting the full amount of lift from them). Looking at the
closed wings I also got the impression that the white patches were not created by white
feathers (giving the bright white sheen that you get on a Magpie) but were dull and incomplete
as would be the case if I was seeing the ‘cellophane wrapping’ which covers a new feather as it
comes through the skin of any bird, this wrapping still sealing in the black barbs of the feather
over substantial lengths, having failed to break off as it should have done. +++
I know this is one of my hobby horses but it is based on once having found a dead crow in which
the white in the wings was caused by the cellophane wrapping having failed to break, and I
would be very interested to hear from others who have any proof that this can happen. I remain
of the opinion that all the ‘white winged’ crows which we see are plagued with this ‘genetic
defect’ and do not have white in their plumage.

SUN 10 AUG
I have not seen a Swift since Aug 4 and have that marked down as their departure date from
Havant, but inevitably Swifts from further north which may have started breeding later and had
worse weather than has been the case in southern England will continue to be seen throughout
August and probably into September (though they may be individuals whose navigational
instinct has failed them!). Today a party of 14 were seen to fly south over the Testwood Lakes
near the head of Southampton Water by Ian Pibworth during his dawn to dusk Sunday vigil.
Other birds seen there included the resident Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and the leucistic
Lapwing among a flock that has built up to 9 birds. Two Gadwall and a Shoveler were present
- 15 Gadwall were on the lake in January but the number fell to one by April and today’s is the
first since May 25, Shoveler have only been seen on four Sundays this year (7 on Mar 30, 2 on
June 7 and 2 on Aug 3 prior to today’s loner). +++
One item on Ian’s list which I caught my eye was the presence of 2 Black-tailed Godwit on the site
from dawn to 9am when they flew south. Is this another example of Godwits stopping off on
their migratory journey south? Possibly not, the lake being so close to Southampton Water more probably a couple of new comers thought this was a safe place to spend the night before
they learn their way around the neighbourhood and join up with their fellows in some communal
roost? +++
Another group of bids on the move were 11 Crossbills seen today by Mark Litjens on Old
Winchester Hill. They were flying west and may have been arriving from abroad but could just
as well be making a local movement in search of food after exhaustig the supply at their
previous base. Mark also heard a Turtle Dove and thought there might be more than two Quail
in the vicinity. +++
David Parker made an interesting observation this morning as he and his wife sat eating their
breakfast in their Forestside garden. David writes .. ‘An amazing incident this morning when
my wife and I were joined for breakfast by 2 Willow Warblers! One perched on a chair arm no
more than 3 feet from me and the other perched on the table about the same distance from my
wife whilst we were having breakfast in the garden.’ +++
These Willow Warblers might not have been so bold yesterday when David says that many
hirundines were passing through the area and had brought a Hobby which spent some time
around David’s garden.
Paul Heyes has sent me a question, about a bird which he saw at Farlington Marshes last night,
that I cannot answer and I wonder if anyone else can help. He says .. ‘Off the Point I saw a
wader swimming in the water, its body quite "U" shaped so that its tail stuck up like a rail, the
underside of the tail being light. The beak was short. It then climbed onto the shore and
preened itself with the opportunity to see a light wing underside with dark primaries and a white
stripe on the wing topside. The light was good enough to see shapes, size, light /dark, etc but
not detail. +++
I did not take a bird book so it was not until I got home that I could scan the books in an attempt to
identify it. The only one that seemed to fit was a juvenile grey phalarope but on checking the
HOS Hampshire Bird report I see that they do not appear until October.’ +++
All I can contribute is that there have been summer records of Red-necked Phalarope (several in
June and one on 9 August 1995 on the sea at Milford) but I would not describe either Phalarope
as having a short beak. One wader which swims quite frequently is Redshank, but this could
have been any bird caught by the incoming tide and too lazy to fly. Taking a random potshot
based on what Paul says I would suggest it could have been a Knot in winter plumage.
Miscellaneous news for today includes more Pied Flycatchers - one seen by Mike Gibbons at
Whiteley Pastures (Botley Woods) and another (with two Spotted Flycatchers) at Bembridge
on the Isle of Wight. In the Meon Valley John Shillitoe had a Green Sandpiper at the Warnford
Cressbeds and I had another at Aldsworth Pond (the pond itself if bone dry but there are a few
muddy pools in the wetland east of the pond by the track to Sindles Farm)
SAT 09 AUG
Sussex news for tody includes a sighting of three Garganey at the ‘Severals’ at Church Norton
where 1 Pied and 2 Spotted Flycatchers were present. Another Pied with 3 Spotted was at

Beachy Head, and at Pulborough Brooks there were 3 Ruff, 5 Snipe and an Egyptian Goose.
Two more juvenile Pied Flycatchers were seen - one in a Brighton garden and the other at
Ryde on the Isle of Wight where an estimated six Spotted Flyatchers included one tying to
persuade a Blackbird to feed it. Also on the Isle of Wight two Golden Plover had arrived at
Newtown Harbour. +++
Several Sussex birders abandoned their county today and took a trip to Kent where they found
Yellow Wagtails and Turtle Dove at Grove Ferry (east of Caterbury) - they also watched one or
more Bearded Tits coming out of the reed beds to collect insects from the bare mud. Going on
to Oare Marshes near Faversham they found one Little Stint and several Curlew Sandpiper but
apparently missed seeing a flock of 400 Avocet there by one day - would these have been a
contingent of Avocet from Easst Anglie heading for Poole Harbour as their winter home? If so
did they all fly over Sussex and Hampshire with no one seeing them? One interesting
observation which the SOS group did make was of several distant flocks of Whimbrel out on
the mud banks which responded to Bernie Forbes’ imitation of their call and flew over to have a
closer look at this unusual party of ‘Whimbrel’ on the shore.
In response to my comments (see Aug 6) about the curiosity of the Mallard coming to view the
scene of the crime when a fox took one of their number out of the Thorney Island Little Deeps
reeds Ed Griffiths has remined me of something which I had heard before but had quite
forgotten. This was a very effective technique used by some wildfowlers and, I think, by Sir
Peter Scott for trapping duck in what was (again relying on a poor memory) called a Heligoland
Trap. This consisted of a long curved tunnel of netting with an open end in the water at the
edge of a reed bed (or similar cover) and led back to a hidden chamber which has some fom of
closeable ‘door’. If the duck could be persauded to enter the tunnel they almost inevitably
ended up in the trap, and the trick for persuading them to enter was to get a well trained dog to
behave in an excited way on the bank in a place where he could be seen by the ducks on the
open water. Their curiosity caused them to swim towards the dog, which would then lead them
into and along the tunnel until they passed the point of no return. (I can’t remember if there was
a ‘door’ to keep them in the trap or if it was one of the dog’s duties to prevent them going back
down the tunnel to freedom) +++
More up to date news from Ed, who lives in Buckinghamshire, is that both Herring and
Lesser-blackback gulls have bred on rooves in High Wycombe this year, following the
evolutionary path which is taking these gulls further and further from their marine origins. Other
first time breeders in the county this year include the Little Egrets which I have mentioned
before (three juveniles out of four left the nest at the end of June), Dartford Warblers and
Cormorants (Ed does not say if they nested in trees or on some rockface - probably trees and
therefore possibly ‘continental race’ birds?)
Yesterday (Aug 8) Pied Flycatchers were seen at Roedean near Brighton (6 there), at Newmarket
Hill towards Lews (1), and at Beachy Head (3 today and 2 yesterday). Also logged at Beachy
Head were Yellow Wagtail, Whinchat, Grasshopper Warbler and other migrant species. +++
Most unexpected in ths list of passerine migrants was a singing Wood Warbler at Hollingbury
Camp in Brighton, seen/heard by David Potter.

PLANTS

WED 13 AUG
A short walk along the Wayfarer’s Way long distance path through Bedhampton today showed
that the usual strong flow of surplus water coming from the Portsmouth Water Company’s
major springs had dried up, with none to spare from that needed to meet public demand. The
overflow sluice was not dry though the pool of static water in it was barely enough to keep the
Water Crowfoot alive, but the Hermitage Stream via which the surplus spring water normally
flows to the sea still had a flow of its own sufficient to water the dense bankside vegetation.
Amongst this were three or four plants of Purple Loosestrife in full flower, looking magnificent
although they must have been out for some time (the first flowers were found on June 29 at
Titchfield Haven), and there was still a great show of Buttonweed - Cotula coronopifolia - which

this year started to flower here (its only Hampshire site) on May 20. A large plant of Water
Plantain which I have not seen at this site before this year, and which was not in flower on my
last visit, had completed its flowering by now but the dead flower head was sufficient
confirmation of its identity. +++
Carrying on downstream to Broadmarsh a few apparently dead plants of Hairy Vetchling still had
the odd flower at the extremities of their stems and plenty of seed pods have done their best to
ensure the continuity of the plant here. On the sea walls the Golden Samphire is already
starting to go over but one small bush of Lucerne was covered with flowers. +++
An evening walk in Havant Thicket gave me my first sight of Purple Moor-grass (Molinia) in flower.
Wild Goldenrod (not the Canadian plant grown in gardens) is now fully out but Devil’s Bit
Scabious is still biding its time with only a few odd flowers open.
TUE 12 AUG
Richard Carpenter went to the Curbridge Nature Reserve on the banks of the River Hamble
today, finding Sea Lavender, Sea Aster and at least one plant of Sea Plantain in flower. The
speciality of the day, however, was flowering Marsh Mallow. This is not a first flowering Richard had already seen the plant in flower at Titchfield Haven on July 3 - but it is of interest to
me as I have only seen this plant on the other side of the river , further downstream near the
M27.

INSECTS

FRI 15 AUG
This is a bumper year for Convolvulus Hawkmoths in this country, causing Sarah Patton to
comment on the SOS website .. ‘HUGE influx of Convolvulus Hawk moths, which are big
enough for birders to notice! One was found in a house in Selsey this week, I have trapped one
in Chichester and another at Church Norton and people are reporting them from all over the
country in houses, in gardens (look for them 'nectaring' at Nicotiana plants at dusk) and from
moth traps. ‘ Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth website shows a similar story, reporting 25 finds of
the species since the first one arrived at Durlston Country Park on June 27, to which we must
add four finds listed on the SOS website and no doubt that is still only half the number actually
present. +++
Other notable moths recently listed by Steve Nash include the second Spurge Hawk of the year
(in Norfolk), while a renewed burst of reports of Striped and Bedstraw Hawkmoths (first reports
of these petered out by mid-July) may show that a second generation is now reaching us from
the continent. +++
After Sarah Patton’s inland sighting of a Swallowtail butterfly at Hindhead on Aug 3 it is interesting
to read of another, this time at Bedford on Aug 12, in addition to several coastal sightings in
Kent. Although these inland sightings may be of escapes from butterfly breeders it is nice to
think that the current heatwave, if repeated in coming years, could result in the re-colonisation
of Britain by these superb butterflies and other insects (perhaps not of the Migratory Locust
which I reported on Aug 9).
Silver Spotted Skipper is a species which seems to vary greatly in numbers from year to year but
I am not sure how far this is due to genuine variations in population and how much it is the
result of difficulties of observation. Even when active this species is not always easy to spot
and if the weather is not conducive to their activity an observer may fail to see them at all.
Added to that it may be that the majority of them have a very short life span as butterflies so that
you have to be at their sites on the day when they peak to see the true numbers. My reason for
saying this is that when Mike Duffy went to Old Winchester Hill on Aug 9 he counted at least 76
and thinks that over 100 were present (they were common enough for him to get a photo of one
sitting on his bare arm), whereas no other observer that I have heard of has seen more than
four at any site. Today brings the only other double figure count of Silver Spotted Skipper that
I have seen on the Hampshire Butterfly conservation website - a count of 10 made at Beacon

Hill on the other side of the Meon valley by Dave Pearson.
Large counts of butterflies, as of birds, are generally the result of ‘educated estimation’, but today
I see that Jonathan Forsyth’s count of Common Blues at the Burkham Home Farm site was
specificially made in the early evening when the butterflies had settled down for the night to
roost on flower or seed heads, and thus permitted accurate counting. The figures which
Jonathan reported were Common Blue 545, Small Heath 75, Meadow Brown 40, Painted Lady
7, Small White 6, Small Tortoiseshell 5 with 2 Gatekeepers, 1 Speckled Wood and 110 Silver
Ys (which were no doubt anything but sleepy!)
Back on Wednesday (Aug 13) two Silver Washed Fritillaries were still on the wing at Bentley
Station Meadow (just outside the Alice Holt Forest) when Elizabeth Tunnah carried out the
regular transect, and here in Havant today (Aug 15) I had proof of butterflies going into
hibernation when I had to get some folding garden chairs out of an outdoor shed - on the back
of one chair two Small Tortoiseshell were in deep sleep but needing the chairs I thought the
best thing to do was to leave the insects in the hot sunshine. It took about five minutes warming
before they moved but they then flew off as if nothing had happened and will presumably have
then found another hibernation retreat.
WED 13 AUG
New entries on Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth website include six reports of Convolvulus
Hawkmoths seen on the Isle of Man, the Scillies, in London and elsewhere. Five or six
individuals were seen in the Scillies and nearer Hampshire five came to a light at Durlston
Country Park, one was seen at Ferring on the West Susex coast while the SOS website has
another report of one at Bognor +++
Still with Hawkmoths there is a surprising report of eight Bedstraw Hawks all flying around inside
one living room at a house in Norfolk causing speculation that they were the offspring of an
early migrant (the first I know of reached Britain on June 6) which had laid eggs in the garden of
this house and a group of larvae had all emerged together as moths outside the open windows
of this house. I read that the caterpillars can eat Fuchsia or Willowherb as well as Bedstraw,
and I think two months is sufficent time for the larval and pupal stages to complete ... If that is
so it raises the possibility that the moth which came to Nick Montegriffo’s trap near Basingtoke
on Aug 4 could also have been ‘home grown’. +++
Other good moths noted in the past few days are a Jersey Tiger found at Ferring (district of
Worthing) and a Gypsy Moth at Durlston Country Park, both recorded on the night of Aug 5
which also brought Sarah Patton a nice rarity to her moth trap at Chichester - a Pale Shoulder.
My books do not include this species, nor its close relatives (The Nun and the Brixton Beauty)
and I have to assume it is similar to the ‘wedge shaped’ Silver Hook of which I do have an
illustration
Apart from moths my only other news for today comes from Richard Carpenter on the Titchfield
Canal Path where three Banded Demoiselles were still flying. Still failing to appear in ‘flocks’
Richard did also have just three Migrant Hawkers overhead.
TUE 12 AUG
I cannot resist quoting in full a message recently sent to Derek Mills for publication on the
Hampshire branch Butterfly Conservation website. He does not know the locality at which two
ladies, known only as Lynda and Peggy, made this observation but they say .. ‘For at least 4
years we have watched our stairwell become "home" to increasing numbers of Red Admirals.
Once there they stay, seemingly from choice, and don't appear to even try to escape through
any of our open windows. They overwinter in their chosen spot and usually die there too;
although some (very few) do wake up and flutter towards windows through which we let them
out. This doesn't usually happen till late winter/very early spring when it is almost always still
very cold outside. Last year their total reached to over 60 by the end of the butterfly season.
Once again, about a month ago (give or take) they began to appear in our stairwell again, and
within days their numbers increased dramatically. So far, by this evening, we have counted 61!
This has increased by 20 or so over the last 3 days. This year, although most of them are
spread around the stairwell, a fair number of them are amassed in groups of 6 to 12. What do
they feed on..if anything? There is nothing as far as we can fathom out. Our stairwell is covered
in rather old flowery wallpaper. Beyond that, we are completely baffled and increasingly

bemused as to why this continues to happen.’ +++
It would be interesting to know a little bit more about the location of this house in relation to Red
Admiral breeding and feeding habitat, and the means by which the butterflies enter the house
(is there some sort of funnelling of the vegetation outside that leads the butterflies to an entry to
this stairwell?). Could there be some sort of pheremone given off by something in the house?
and could this be a case of a ‘learned instinct’? (i.e. do the few hibernators which survive to
breed after spending the winter here pass on to their offspring their knowledge of a good place
to hibernate). My final thought concerns the wallpaper - I cannot believe that the butterlies
could even percieve the two dimensional pictures of flowers as being flowers, but I suppose it is
possible that some colour in the pattern is a powerful trigger to them, forcing those which came
in by chance to stay. I do hope we get some credible account of what may be going on here
from someone with knowledge of the subject. I also hope that the two ladies continue to
survive in a chilly house - presumably the butterflies would not remain asleep in a modern
centrally heated house.
A lunch time walk around the lanes of Hursley village where Mark Litjens works at the IBM Hursley
Park site gave him a count of 150 Small Whites with relatvely small numbers of other species
(only 5 Large Whites and 11 Small Tortoiseshells) and this suggests to me one of those
‘clouds’ of butterflies which occasionally come over from the continent, though with no other
similar reports from elsewhere it is more likely that these were from a mass emergence of local
insects.
Turning to moths, today brought a Small Dusty Wave to the porch of Philip Hack’s home in
Nursling near the Test at Southampton. Maurice Opie first noted this species on June 7 but
Philip says this was a fresh specimen of a second/summer brood. A similar fresh specimen of
a Chinese Character came to the same porch yesterday - the first time Philip has seen this
species at the Nursling site (though Paul Boswell had one at Greywell in north Hampshire on
May 4) Another observation by Philip yesterday was of a Broad Barred White feeding in his
garden with Silver Y’s at 8pm before sunset. +++
A totally unexpected moth was found by Derek Mills last night at his home in Farnham, Surrey.
This was a Pine Hawkmoth and he has a picture to prove it, though the date is well past the end
of the normal Pine Hawk season. Two suggestions have been made to account for this, both
requiring the moth to have flown the channel from Europe where a second generation of Pine
Hawk is sometimes found. The second suggestion is that it could be s slightly different species
called Southern Pine Hawk but it requires examination of the genitalia to distinguish this from a
normal Pin Hawk and this is not possible with only the photo now available to Derek - the moth
he very properly let go.
MON 11 AUG
Philip Hack has had his moth trap in use on at least three recent evenings and has sent me a list
of his finds which includes five species that no one else has reported this year as well as six
which are first reports of second brood moths and a couple of species that have been seen by
others this year but are now to Philip’s site list. +++
I may well have failed to include some previous moth reports into my ‘year list’ (this hear is getting
to my brain!) but going by the list that I have the newcomers for the year recorded by Philip
were Mother of Peal and Oak Hook-tip on Aug 1 and Marbled Beauty, Rosy Rustic, and Small
Rivulet on Aug 9. +++
First appearances of second broods were recorded for Lesser Swallow Prominent, Nut-tree
Tussockm Red Twin-spot Carpet, Small Phoenix and Swallow Prominent all on Aug 1 and
Mullein Wave on Aug 9. +++
The two species which Philip had never seen before at his Nurlsing home site both came on Aug
9 - they were the Ear Moth and Mullein Wave.
Walking around the north of Thorney Island today Richard Carpenter had a good show of
Common Blue, Small Heath, Small Tortoiseshell and Painted Lady butterflies with one Clouded
Yellow and he tells me there were several Argioppe bruennich spiders. +++
These spiders were. only a few years ago, thought to be restricted to a few sites along the south
coast between Eastbourne and Bournemouth, but each year they seem to multiply and spread.
Piers Vigus tells me he has seen them downland not far south of Salisbury, well away from the

coast, and I recall reading that there has been at least one record from the Peak District in
Derbyshire. All credit to the spiders for adapting to the environment in this country, but since
finding a small group of them in my own garden several years ago I have had suspicions that,
while many of them arrive at their destinations in traditional airborne ‘ballooning’ fashion as
spiderlings, some could well travel as passengers on the trousers or rucksacks of
entomologists (I have no proof of this).
SUN 10 AUG
Although the hot weather has already brought to an end the summer season for some butterfly
species (which have either died out or gone into hibernation - should that be aestivation?) there
are still diehards even among the Purple Emperors and Mike Gibbons is reasonably sure he
saw one gliding high over the tree tops of Botley Woods when he visited Whiteley Pastures
today (he only reports this sighting as a ‘probable’). Mike also saw more than 15 Silver
Washed Fritillaries still flying here and at Old Winchester Hill Mark Litjens had a Dark Green
Fritillary still flying +++
More appropriate to the date was Mike’s record of 20 or more Migrant Hawker dragonflies (the
first report of these sort of humbers which should soon be common), but the single Golden
Ringed Dragonfly he saw is worth noting as a potential ‘last for the year’ (hopfully they have
another two or three weeks to go).
Silver Spotted Skippers are of course at their peak in August and this seems to be a good year for
them so it was perhaps not unexpected that a colony was refound on Stockbidge Down today no numbers given but probably more than the four seen at this site on 5 Aug 2001 (the 2002
report does not mention this site at all, and maybe some thought it had died out).
An entry by Alan Thornbury appearing on the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website today
lists 28 butterfly species which could theoretically have all been seen by one lucky visitor to
Noar Hill in the past week or so. No one actually saw the whole list in one visit, but by
combining the reported lists of all visitors to the site Alan has come up with this list of butterflies
that must hve been present during the week. His point in doing so is to emphasise the
importance of this reserve and to challenge enthusiasts for other sites to come up with a longer
list - until they do so Alan contends that ‘Noar Hill is King’.
An interesting report from Andy and Linda Barker shows the changes in butterfly numbers in the
last few weeks as illustrated by their counts at Magadalen Hill Down today and on July 19. The
list starts with Meadow Brown 492 today (203 on July 19) and goes on with Gatekeeper 33
(153), Cloused Yellow 5 (0), Chalkhill Blue 220 (660), Brown Argus 78 (0), Common Blue 84
(10)
Perhaps of local interest I saw two Clouded Yellows chasing each other at high speed in the
Aldsworth Pond area today. I assume they were two males as nothing came of the chase and
after a minute of so they went their separate ways.
SAT 09 AUG
I am not sure how to take an item appearing today on the Sussex Ornithological Soc website
which reports the presence of a Migratory Locust on the Sussex downs at Woodingdean east
of Brighton - I assume it to be an escape from captivity but knowing the way these creatures
can travel when they get going I am wondering if the BBC news will soon be as full of dire
warnings from DEFRA as it was in the Foot and Mouth days ... +++
Another unusual wildlife record comes from the HQ of the Sussex Wildlife Trust at Woods Mill
near Henfield by the River Adur. A lday brought a caterpillar in for identification and it turned
out to be a Death’s Head Hawkmoth - it came from her garden at Lancing where it was found in
a Jasmine bush though the normal foodplant is potato (apparently it will do well if fed Privet
leaves and will eat other things). +++
I am only aware (cortesy of Steve Nash’s werbsite) of four records of the moth in Britain this year,
all seen between June 11 and June 25 but none were in the south of England. I hope this one
survives in captivity.
Old Winchester Hill in Hampshire and Mill Hill at Shoreham on the Sussex coast have both
produced reports of more than 1000 Chalkhill Blue butterflies this summer, and today a third
site joins this exclusive club with a report from Ian Pratt of 1000+ Chalkhill Blues seen on
Brook Down, Isle of Wight, today. Magdalen Hill Down may also qualify for admission but the

only evidence I have to date is from Lynn Fomison who describes the species as being
‘innumerable’ at this site this year (however the 2002 Hampshire Butterfly reports tells me that
there was a count of over 1000 on Brook Down in that year but the best that Magdalen Hill
Down could then offer was 489). +++
Mike Duffy was at Old Winchester Hill today and records the extraordinary count of an estimated
1000 Small Tortoiseshells, 100+ Small Heath and maybe 100+ Silver Spotted Skipper though
Mike does not commit to more than 76 of them. Surprisingly he does not mention Chalkhill
Blues, but he did find a Glowworm - presumably the female beetle on the ground, not an
airborne male.
Recent news from Piers Vigus tells us that the first of the summer brood Adonis Blues were out on
Aug 2 - at least in Dorset where he saw three on Ballard Down near Swanage. +++
More recently, on the night of Aug 5, Sarah Patton found a very rare moth in her trap at Kingsham
Farm in Chichester. This is similar to a Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing but has
differences defined (only two year’s ago) by John Langmaid of Southsea and is thus called
Langmaid’s Yellow Underwing. Sarah tells us that it is a migrant species from the continent
and that just eleven of these rarities have been found at Dungeness so far this year.
OTHER WILDLIFE

TUE 12 AUG
Giant Polypore can be an impressively big fungus, looking a bit like a browned off cabbage
holding its leaves open, and one site at which it regularly appears is on an old tree stump now
hidden in the hedge of a property on Wade Court Road in Havant. This property has only
recently changed hands, the new owners making some improvements to the property including
cutting back the hedge. Any day now I expect to get a good view of this fungus when it
suddenly re-appears and I will watch with interest to see the re-action of the new owners - will it
be to exterminate this uninvited growth which does not fit in with their idea of an ordered
universe? will they watch it with interest and take a pride in it? or will they try to eat it (not
recommended though not poisonous)? +++
No doubt John Goodspeed will also soon be telling me of the re-emergence of this fungus in
Stansted Forest at the west end of the main Avenue, close to ‘The Sling’ area of the Forest
where he directs a local conservation group. +++
Before any of these happens Richard Carpenter has today found an excellent specimen growing
at Curbridge by the River Hamble and in telling me has added fuel to my argument that English
Names for species are much more meaningful to the general public and amateur naturalist
than are ‘scientific names’ (especially with moths and fungi for which the scientific names keep
changing). The case in point here is that Richard names his find as Grifola gigantea whereas
Roger Philips calls it Meripilus giganteus, and both Stephan Buczacki and Gordon Dickson
follow that usage although they all leave the nearest relation of this fungus under the name
Grifola frondosa.
Another close relative of this Polypore is the Sulphur Polypore (or Chicken of the Woods) and I
have just seen an excellent fresh example of that growing in an old Yew in Havant Thicket.
MON 11 AUG
Bob Marchant was at Old Winchester Hill today, mainly birding but also noting the presence of 5
Hares, 3 Roe Deer and a Stoat. I wonder if harvesting had started on some of the cereal fields
around the nature reserve, driving the Hares and Deer from previously secure hideouts - this
diturbance of Hares by harvesting will soon be bringing in a lot more sightings if previous
experience is anything to go by. As to the Stoat I reckon it would take more than a combine
harvester to make it change its plans for the day....
SAT 09 AUG
Heather Mills went to Kingley Vale today and among other things saw a troop of very large
puffballs in grass near a house just south of the West Stoke carpark. I assume these will be the
very white Giant Puffballs that can grow to the size of a football or larger and are edible when
fresh and fleshy (not old and full of spores!). These are the first I have heard of this year - this

being the normal time for them to appear.
BIRDS

WEEK 32 AUG 4 - 10

FRI 08 AUG
The first definite Little Stint of the autumn was seen at Farlington Marshes today by John Shillitoe
- Pete Hughes, warden of Pulborough Brooks, did have a ‘Stint species’ bird there on July 29
but was unable to be certain of the species. John also had two Ruff at the Marshes and Jason
Crook tells me the first Whinchat for that site turned up today. As Jason was telling me that
news, at Broadmarsh in the early evening, a noisy parakeet type bird flew over the A27 to the
north of us and Jason thought that it was a Ring-necked Parakeet (last seen heading east
towards Havant)
Earlier in the day I walked from Havant to Budds Farm and back, hearing a good deal of Robin
song from birds that will stay here and Willow Warbler song from at least three birds passing
through (one by the Langbrook stream in Havant and the others at Budds Farm pools where
there were several yellow tinged juveniles). A party of juvenile Starlings were showing
significant progress towards adult dress - one had a complete belly and breast covered with
black silk and sequins. +++
On the South Moor shore I had my first two Wheatears, and Colin Hedley (whose cattle graze the
moors) told me a Grey Partridge had been seen there recently. My guess would be that this
was one of the ‘incubator bred’ birds released with good intention on some farm many miles
away but, with no roots to attach it to any location or kin, the bird was just a ‘one man band on
the run’.
Richard Carpenter found some 120 Canada Geese at Titchfield Haven but could not see the
‘albino’ bird among them. Later, when Richard was at Brownwich, he again saw a flock of 120
Canadas , this time on the wing and flying back towards the Haven. My guess would be that
these were the same birds ‘flying around in circles’ to acknowledge the migration urge, but if
anyone tells me there are now 240 of these geese at the Haven I will not be surprised! +++
Richard saw 3 Wheatear and a Willow Warbler at Brownwich, another Wheatear at Hook, and had
9 Teal, 3 Snipe, a Wood Sandpiper and 5 Green Sandpiper in the Haven and a Black Tern
among over 300 Common Tern, plus 18 Common Gulls on the shore. He heard that the Marsh
Harrier which arrived six days ago had been seen by some visitors
August being the silly season I see that the pagers carried news of a White Stork at Penn Croft
Farm, Crondall which is just south of Fleet. To be fair the news did specify that the bird was
ringed but nevertheless I gather that more than one subscriber took up the offer of viewing a
rare bird without being aware that ‘keepers’ from Bird World (not much more than a mile from
Crondall) were also pursuing it and had been doing so since it escaped last Saturday.
THU 07 AUG
My records show that 59 reports of Little Gulls were logged from south coast locations in April and
May - the peak passage being on April 21 and 26 when counts of 120 and 172 were recorded
at Birling Gap and Worthing respectively. Since June 5, when one was seen at Selsey Bill, I
have heard of none until today when Keith Vokes was surprised by one in Hythe Marina on
Southampton Water - no doubt many more will follow that one. +++
The only other bird news for today comes from Bob Marchant at Hook on the solent shore where
he saw a Marsh Harrier flying east towards Titchfield Haven - almost certainly the same
female/juvenile bird that has been at the Haven since Aug 2.
Sussex news for yesterday includes another report of Quail heard on the West Sussex downs this time in a barley field at Erringham Farm to the north of Shoreham. As usual that bird was
heard only, but looking south from Shoreham 17 Eider were seen flying east over the sea and
not far away, in a central Worthing garden, Bernie Forbes added close views of a Pied
Flycatcher to the other two observations. Also at Shoreham, but seen yesterday, were 10
Yellow-legged Gulls. +++
Much nearer to us in Havant was another Pied Flycatcher which spent two hours of the evening in
David Parker’s garden at Forestside on the northern fringe of Stansted Forest. This was a
juvenile bird and David says .. ‘It took some time for me to identify it to my satisfaction but in the

end it moved very close showing the white wing bars very clearly and its wing 'flicking'
movement was very obvious.’
Bob Chapman’s latest update from Farlington Marshes brings us up to date with last weekend’s
news. On Sunday, Aug 3, Bob tells us that a Curlew Sandpiper was present (probably a
different one from the bird thought to have been killed by a Peregrine on July 20 after arriving
there on July 18). The high-tide Black-tailed Godwit flock which Bob reported as numbering
235 on July 12 has now grown to over 300 with a similar number of Redshank but the
Greenshank have only increased from the 35 noted on July 12 to 40 now. Two Litle Ringed
Plover are still present with an unstated number of Common and Green Sandpiper (probably
not more than 6 of each going by Bob Marchant’s report of Aug 1). Having only seen my first
‘Silver Plover’ on Aug 6 I am pleased to see that these lovely newly returned Grey Plover, still in
summer plumage, were still news to Bob on Aug 3.
A couple of bits of miscellaneous info are a report of a dead, but seemingly uninjured, Guillemot
washed up on the beach at Rustington (Littlehampton at the mouth of the R Arun) on Aug 1,
and a date of July 31 for the netting and ringing of the first Wood Warbler of the season at
Titchfield Haven (when I passed on news - see notes for Aug 5 below - of the second Wood
Warbler, ringed on Aug 3, I did not have a date for the first one!)
WED 06 AUG
I think the Canada Geese completed their moult sufficiently to resume flying some time ago (by
July 25 eighty of them had made a getway from the over-crowded moult site at Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth) but today was the first time that I had seen them on the move - a sight that will
soon become common almost everywhere as the migration urge stirs within them but is
frustrated by 300 years of having nowhere to go since their ancestors were transported here
from their homeland in the Americas. So far I have not heard that the commuters at Fareham
railway station are including sightings of airborne flocks of 500 plus geese in their morning
small talk (as they were doing last autumn) but I did hear the dreaded cackling when I was near
the Thorney Little Deeps this morning and glimpsed a flock coming in to land, then taking off to
head west towards Langstone - they were flying low to avoid the radar used by the wildfowlers
so I could only estimate the flock size as around 25. +++
My cycle ride to Thorney deeps had little bird interest though I enjoyed my first sight of a ‘Silver
Plover’ (a Grey still in full summer plumage) and saw/heard at least two Bearded Tits at the
Little Deeps. At least three Greenshank were on the Warblington/Nore Barn shore and the
Swan count today was 77 (36 at Nore Barn and 35 on Emsworth Mill Pond despite the annual
Dragon Boat racing last week-end) +++
One observation that might be of general interest came at the Little Deeps when loud quacking
and splashing sounds from the reeds near the south shore seemed to suggest that a fox had
caught a Mallard. Immediately Mallard, Coot and the Swan family, which had all previously
been invisible in the reeds, came out into the safety of the open water. That seemed a sensible
precaution, but I was surprised to see a good two dozen Mallard from the reeds on the north
side were continuing across the water into the reeds on the south side like humans rushing the
‘rubber neck’ the scene of a road accident. I don’t think any more were taken but I would be
interested to hear if anyone else has seen this behaviour - almost like queuing up to offer
themselves to the fox ... +++
A vaguely related incident comes via the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website from
someone on the Isle of Wight who wrote in from Cowes as follows .. ‘"Whilst taking my
grandchildren to feed the ducks at Ashey Duck Pond we noticed one duck with a light
blue/green beak which, within a few minutes, caught and ate at least a dozen butterflies that
were feeding on the lower branches of a Buddleia bush that hung 8-10 inches above the
waterline. +++
When the duck saw a butterfly on the leaves it would thrust its neck up and catch it. The
butterflies were what appeared to be, to my untrained eye, Red Admirals and a white butterfly
with an 'eye' design on the wing when folded." (The eye design could well describe the look of
a female Large White - the prominent curved black wing tip area being an eyebrow and the
upper of the two large black wing spots being an eye - all as seen through the closed wing).
I have been slightly concerned at the low numbers of Ringed Plover reported along the coast so

far this summer and I see that today Bob Marchant had the highest count reported so far - just
9, whereas Turnstone numbers of 32 have already been recorded. I have the impression that
only one (perhaps two) pairs nested at the Hayling Oysterbeds this year (there are usually
twice that number) and hope that does not reflect a sudden downturn in their fortunes on the
south coast. These birds are masters of camouflage and easily overlooked so all may be well
- one ray of hope comes from a contributor to the SOS website who, last Saturday (Aug 2) ..
‘sighted a Ringed Plover with very recent chicks on Rustington beach. Though I realise this is
not a rare bird, I have never known them nest here as its a popular beach for people and was
suprised to see chicks.’ Another indication of birds returning to the area came from Richard
Carpenter who yesterday (Aug 5) saw a lone bird on an arable field at Brownwich (presumably
sitting out the tide)
At Titchfield Haven today John Shillitoe saw a brown (female/immature) Marsh Harrier which has
probably been there since last Sataurday (Aug 2) when one was noted on the official Titchfield
Haven website +++
Also on the Haven website (entry for Aug 1) is the following .. ‘The origin of the immature
colour-ringed bird has been traced, the bird having been ringed as a nestling in July 2002 at a
wetland reserve in the south of Holland at Middelplaten. Earlier this year in June this bird was
spotted near Newport in Wales from 18th-22nd, then later on the 22nd in Dorset, back to
Newport from 28th-29th June, Farlington Marshes on 8th July and at the Haven almost daily
since 13th July.’ This I assume refers to the bird with colour rings naming it ‘AC’ which was
seen by John again today. A second, unringed, Spoonbill which has been at the Haven on
most days since July 24 was absent today and has not been seen since last Sunday (Aug 3).
TUE 05 AUG
When the first Black-tailed Godwit began to return from Iceland Bob Chapman told us on July 10
that some of the birds had been seen coming from the north before dropping down to alnd at
the Farlington Lake, and he guessed that they might have flown non-stop from Iceland (this
guess being well founded on timed sightings of colour ringed individuals first at Farlington and
then in Icleand during the spring passage northward - the time difference being such that the
birds could not have stopped en route for more than a few minutes, probably not pausing at all).
I mention this as today Richard Ford has announced a new species for his Woolmer Pond list four Black-tailed Godwit flew over, two of them landed briefly but immediately took off again to
follow the other two south. Although Richard can find no records for Blackwits at Woolmer
some of these birds do regularly feed inland with distance from the coast being no object - they
have been seen at Eversley and Sherborne St John near the northern border of Hampshire as
well as in vast numbers in the Avon valley. +++
Another ‘inland’ bird of interest today was a Quail heard in Sussex on the downs north of Worthing
(somewhere between Beggars Bush and the ‘traditonal’ Steep Down site)
Turning to coastal birds I am pleased to see that John Shillitoe had 35 Sanderling on his list for a
seawatch at the east end of Hayling Bay today (at a guess that means the area around the
‘Eastoke Corner’ carpark by the shops where the coastal road turns inland). This is not far from
where Bob Marchant had a similar sized flock on July 23 and hopefully means that these birds
will be regulars on the south Hayling shore from now on. John also had a Black Tern going
east (going back to check it had turned off the gas?) and singles of Arctic Skua and Fulmar
going west. A lone Swift went over at one point and John Goodspeed tells me Swifts could be
seen all day over eastern Portsdown, though he never saw more than two together. +++
Another aspect of coastal bird behaviour which manifests itself at this time of year is the flocking
of finches to feed on the huge quantities of seed offered by shore plants. In particular
Greenfinches seem to enjoy to be beside the seaside in August, and a first indication of this
comes today from Richard Carpenter with an estimated flock of 50 Greenfinches at Brownwich
on the east solent shore. A littler further west, at Hook, Richard also noted 15 Goldfinch and 9
Linnet, and I expect these numbers to increase considerably in the near future (no predictions
as yet about the return of the Twite to the Langstone Southmoor shore!)
As one of those who is fascinated by the unpredictable behaviour of Little Egrets, the way in which
large numbers appear ‘as if from nowhere’ at their night-time roosts, and the way the birds vary
their behaviour with the seasons, as well as their rapid ongoing colonisation of the British Isles,

I welcome a proposal made by Pete Carr for the resumption of a county wide survey to record
the numbers at each roost on a regular monthly basis (especially as Pete has volunteered to do
the work of organisizing the survey and collating the results). Pete probably has sufficient
volunteers to cover the known roosts, but if you are aware of a regular night roost which may
not be included in the survey, or want to get involved in counting the birds, I can put you in
touch with Pete and you too can have something to talk about down at the pub (if you complete
your count before closing time!)
Reports from Sussex and the Isle of Wight for the past three days show that autumn passage of
passerines has suddenly kicked into top gear. +++
Yesterday (Aug 4) 40 Willow, 2 Grasshopper and 1 Sedge Warbler were ringed at Beachy Head.
On Whitehawk Hill (eastern edge of Brighton) there was a Nightingale as well as Willow and
Sedge Warblers, and on the north face of the Downs between Lewes and Ditchling both a
Wheatear and a female or young Pied Flycatcher were seen above Plumpton. +++
On Sunday (Aug 3) the Isle of Wight produced an impressive list - combining reports from Ventnor
Downs with those from Whale Chine near St Catherine’s Point we have well over 60 Willow
Warblers, more than 21 Common Whitethroats, 11 Sedge Warblers, and 6 Wheatears plus
Lesser Whitethroat, Blackcap and Garden Warbler in ones and twos. On Ventnor Downs
single Pied Flycatcher and Redstart were seen as well as 20 Sand Martins flying east. +++
Also on Sunday ringers at Titchfield Haven logged their second Wood Warbler (the first was at the
end of July), as well as 13 Willow and 5 Grasshopper Warblers. In the evening 180 Swallows
and 60 Sand Martins came to roost in the reeds there. +++
Ringing at the Haven on Saturday (Aug 2) gave them two more Grasshopper and two Garden
Warblers, and from Sandown on the Isle of Wight came counts of 100 Sedge and 25 Reed
Warblers, 3 Whitethroats and 23 Willow Warblers. Other birds at the Haven on Saturday were
a female or juvenile Marsh Harrier and two Roseate Terns.
Hampshire had the rarest bird of the weekend with a Little Swift which remained over Mike Jones’
home at Longstock (on the Test just north of Stockbridge) from Saturday afternoon to midday
on Sunday (Aug 2-3). I wholeheartedly support Mike’s decisions firstly not to broadcast the
news and so have his village raped by rampant twitchers, and secondly to tell us the exciting
news as soon as the danger had passed (even though he knew that those who go around with
their hands dripping with excrement would immediately hurl it at him for ‘gripping them off’ which they did, confirming Mike’s reason for not wanting people of that sort in his village) +++
Other recent news includes a new report of that Red-throated Diver still in the mouth of Pagham
Harbour (it has been reported there on four dates between June 26 and July 23), and news of
six juvenile Wheatear on Pagham spit and of a Song Thrush still feeding young in a nest close
to Lawrence Holloway’s home in the Bognor area (where he also watched a juvenile female
Sparrowhawk being ‘seen off’ by a troop of Magpies)
MON 04 AUG
Andy James had been to Woolmer Pond early this morning and found a Wood Sandpiper there
with 4 Common Sandpiper and a juvenile Little Ringed Plover (the Wood Sandpiper had
arrived at the pond yesterday). Later in the day Mike Wearing looked in and did even better
with an Osprey circling overhead, two Greenshank and two Hobbies as well as the Wood and
Common Sandpipers. Another surprise item was the sight of two fresh broods of Teal
ducklings (I had always thought that, unlike the Tufted Duck, Teal were early nesters - perhaps
like Mallard they never stop breeding!) Mike tells me that one of Woolmer’s claims to fame is
that it is the largest ephemeral pond in Europe, and that it is already showing its ephemeral
nature by drying out.
Hard on the heels of the first Wheatears arriving back at the coast four Whinchat were seen today
at Sidlesham Ferry (where the Avocet family continues to survive in its single parent-single
child form). We have already had a couple of odd reports of Whinchat apparently movng south
(one at Brading Marsh on June 24 and one at Titchfield Haven on July 4) but now is the time
when the main movement should be starting. +++
From Selsey Bill comes news of three Garganey flying east and over Brighton 15 Crossbill were
seen on the move (but no direction given). +++
Also from the Brighton area there is a report of two Yellow Wagtails flying east - perhaps intending

to join the flock which Cliff Dean found last Saturday (Aug 2) already building up in the Pett area
near Hastings.
A more dramatic report from Sussex is of a Black Kite seen briefly flying over the Beachy Head
area, seen for over two hours in the Beachy Head area, first at Hodcombe Farm near Birling
Gap, then moving inland over Friston. A less unusual big bird is a Marsh Harrier (female or
young bird) which turned up at the Pett pools near Hastings on Saturday (Aug 2) and was still
there today. Cliff Dean also remarks on a Peregrine at Pett making a determined but
unsuccessful attack on a Sparrowhawk +++
Further west in Sussex a Quail was heard calling from a cornfield in a dip in the downs north of
Worthing (more precisely at TQ 159-085 north of Lychpole Farm) where Willow Warblers and
Whitethroats were noticeable in the hedges - I’m not sure if Common Whitethroats are on the
move yet but the Willow Warblers certainly are.
Swifts continue to attract attention as they gather into large parties prior to moving south. A few
days ago Trevor Carpenter reminded me that on 1 Aug 1998 there was a count of 2500 Swifts
over Portsmouth Harbour - we haven’t yet seen flocks of that size but today Adrian Thomas
noted 200+ over Peacehaven and there were several smaller flocks seen from Hollingbury
Camp in Brighton. Today at least one was over Havant in the morning (seemingly taking food
to a youngster still in the nest) and yesterday evening (Aug 3) a small group were screaming
overhead at dusk, so the apparent ‘departure’ of local Swifts which I reported last week was
just a normal weather related interruption to normal service +++
One response to my comments about the premature departure of the Swifts came from Barry
Mouser in Essex who writes .. ‘A similar thing occoured here at Rayne in Essex, where I live.
We are lucky in that for the 25 years I have lived here we have had a resident population of
between 30 - 60 swifts which are with us from spring until early August. Most of them nest in
the roof space of a disused flour mill in the old railway yard, with a few in the church. Early last
week I noticed that they had "gone" and like you concluded that a couple of rainy days, and the
end of the breeding season had seen them off, but given the better weather this weekend they
have reappeared, and hopefully will be with us for a few days yet.’ +++
Barry goes on to comment on the decline of the House Martin as a breeding species and the
various reasons put forward to explain their failure to nest successfully, but adds an interesting
comment, saying .. ‘one of our neighbours has had success, where a pair of martins has raised
three youngsters in a tit nest box that was placed in the apex of the gable end of their house. I
had not noticed them until they were almost ready to fly, when I heard them, and then saw two
perched on the flat roof of the box, with the other poking its head out of the hole as the parents
flew around.’
Finally for today I was interested to see in a brief interchange of messages on HOSLIST that
Great Blackback gulls are beginning to follow the lead of Herring Gulls and Lesser Blackbacks
in nesting on rooftops. This thread was started by Ian Watts after seeing a pair of Great
Blackbacks feeding a youngster on the shores of the Itchen in Southampton at Spitfire Quay
and behaving in a very territorial manner as if they had nested nearby. It is not known where
they nested but Russell Wynn says that .. ‘Two pairs have bred in a small area in Southampton
City Centre raising two young each. It is likely that more pairs have bred but remain
undetected. Another pair were on territory in Lymington but did not breed.’ While on this
general subject Dave Unsworth adds that .. ‘It seems to have been a good breeding season for
Herring and LBBs at Barton Industrial Estate (Eastleigh) this year - max of 18 Juveniles visible
(with many just about on the wing) a couple of weeks back. But there is a lot of roofing which is
completely unviewable and so the actual figure is likely to be higher.’ (I assume this to be the
same site previously referred to as the Chicken Hall Lane site, by the Barton river on the east
side of the railway).
SUN 03 AUG
Barry Collins decided to cycle to Hayling Island today and happened to go via Langstone Mill
Pond where, as he crossed the bridge over the Mill Stream, he both heard and saw a family of
Cetti’s Warblers freshly out of the nest. Also by chance I happened to meet Barry on the
Hayling Coastal Path as I was heading back to Havant so I chose to go via the pond and also
heard (though I did not see) the birds. The calls they were making were quite distinctive -

somewhat like the ‘tucc, tucc’ calls of Blackcap but higher pitched and more ‘whistley’ - and
even if I had not met Barry and been told what to expect I would have known that the sounds
came from birds that I was not familiar with. It is several weeks since I last heard Cetti’s
Warbler song here and I had no idea that there was a pair nesting though I was puzzled by a
strange bird sound in the reeds when I passed by on Thursday evening (July 31) though that
noise - similar to what I heard today but clearly coming from one bird and not several - probably
came from one of the parents., which places the timing of the young leaving the nest
somewhere between Friday and Sunday. So far as I know this is the first ever successful
breeding of Cetti’s Warbler at this pond, or indeed anywhere within Havant Borough. +++
After passing Langstone Pond I was surprised to see 15 Egrets in the trees at Wade Court around
midday - they come here for their night roost and to shelter from bad weather or high tides but
this was excellent weather with the tide only just starting to rise from low. My guess is that the
very low tide had trapped fish in pools in the harbour, the Egrets had had easy pickings and
were using the roost trees as a safe place to snooze while their overful bellies (or gizzards in
their case) digested the excess supply of food. +++
Later in the day, at dusk, screaming Swifts could be heard overhead and a casual glance gave me
a minimum count of seven.
Just outside Hampshire, at Greenham Common in Berkshire, Stephen Graham today saw the first
of the Red-backed Shrikes which still turn up in southern England at this time of year despite
the demise of the species as breeding birds in Britain. Hopefully we will soon have one on the
Hampshire coast - perhaps at Farlington Marshes with a Wryneck (that’s pure conjecture on
my part - none of either species have had been reported ..) +++
A genuine rare sighting for north east Hampshire comes from Richard Ford who, with two other
birders to confirm the sighting, watched a Raven fly high over Alice Holt Forest in a north west
direction. The rarity of the sighting only relates to the north east of Hamsphire - these birds are
now regular and almost certainly breeding in the southern New Forest and up the east side of
the Avon valley, and of course on the Isle of Wight, and it seems as if it is just a matter of time
before they, like Buzzards, become regular sights throughout the county.
Only recently out of the nest and learning to survive is a family of Peregrines seen by Paul Winter
at the top of Southampton Water (at Redbridge) both today and yesterday. Yesterday he saw
three of them, one of them having killed a pigeon which fell onto the mud where two juvenile
Peregrines landed and one ate the kill while the other presumably looked on. Paul says the
third Peregrine did not accompany the youngsters down to the kill but flew off - perhaps that
was one of the parents which actually mde the kill then went of for a bit of peace and quiet while
the youngsters had their dinner. Today, in the same area, he saw four Peregrines and writes ..
‘A total of 4 Peregrines this morning - Adult and 3 juveniles. The youngsters are learning to hunt
so there's plenty of activity and noise both sides of the bridge. One bird was attacking
(unsuccessfully) the Green Sandpipers (12) on the scrape.’ Later in his message comes a
single line reading .. ‘Feral Pigeon -2’ which I at first read as meaning that he had seen two
Feral Pigeons but then realised that he was giving a score in the battle of life showing that the
local pigeon flock was minus two of its complement.
Trevor Carpenter visited both Beacon Hill and Old Winchester Hill on opposite sides of the Meon
Valley today, finding a good selection of departing summer visitors using the area as a staging
post. On Beacon Hill Trevor came on five Spotted Flycatchers and five Willow Warblers (as
well as a resident Marsh Tit), and on Old Winchester Hill there were many more Willow
Warblers, a couple of Turtle Doves, a Wheatear and one or more Garden Warblers. Mark
Litjens, who was also there but mainly interested in butterflies, heard the whiplash call of a
Quail from nearby fields. Apart from one Quail heard by Doug Robertson at Martin Down on
June 1 the few reports of Quail for this summer have all come from five sites in Sussex. +++
Following his first autumn Wheatear seen yesterday on Thorney Island Barry Collins today had
another single Wheatear at the mouth of Chichester Harbour when he was visiting Sandy Point
on Hayling. Just inside the harbour mouth were some 300 Terns (mostly Common) and at the
Oysterbeds Barry saw at least 10 Little Terns with several Common Terns noisily circling
overhead.. Waders at the Oysterbeds included 14 Black-tailed Godwit, 17 Dunlin, 4 Common
Sandpiper and 6 Whimbrel to which I can add at least one Turnstone and several Redshank

coming in early to roost as the tide began to rise. I also saw three Cormorant fishing in the
lagoon and 16 Great Crested Grebe in Bridge Lake north of the Oysterbeds. Barry also noted
11 Swifts at the south end of the old rail line at West Town. +++
In Southampton Water Colin Allen tells us the female Red-breasted Merganser (which I believe
never left Hampshire waters in the spring) was still to be seen at Hythe, and inland at Woolmer
Pond Andy James recorded a Wood Sandpiper.
SAT 02 AUG
Last Thursday (July 31) I commented that a Robin was making the first attempt at autumn song
and by today that song was widespread and unmistakeable, heard not only locally but
remarked on by Brian Fellows who was leading the Havant Wildlife Group on a trip to Denny
Wood in the New Forest. Other birds noted by the group were a Buzzard which swooped so
low over them as to give the impression it was trying to drive them from its territory (which was
probably the case), a family of Pied Wagtails (I still persist in thinking this once ubiquitous
species is becoming distinctly less common), and the Redstarts, Spotted Flycatchers and Tree
Creepers than can still be relied on to show here in the Forest. +++
Not far north east of Denny Wood at Dibden Purlieu on the shore of Southampton Water the hot
weather brought a swarm of ants into the air on their mating flight, and among the birds
enjoying this feast was a pair of Pied Flycatcher in Colin Allen’s garden +++
In the Meon Valley John Shillitoe was at Old Winchester Hill among a crowd of departing summer
birds. No Flycatchers there but he did list 24 or more Willow Warblers, 5 Chiffchaffs, 5
Blackcaps, 3 Turtle Doves and 3 Whitethroats, a Redstart and 2 (presumably juvenile)
Cuckoos. As background music to this pageant 8 Yellowhammers blew their wistful trumpets(!)
+++
Another significant component of this autumn passage was seen by Barry Collins on the Thorney
Island seawall - his first autumn Wheatear. Offshore in Chichester Harbour were 2 Black Terns
fishing among a flock of perhaps 80 Common Terns. +++
One Willow Warbler and 3 unexpected Sedge Warblers found by Bob Marchant at Hook/Warsash
today were probably part of the same movement south of which the first double figure count of
12 Common Sandpiper (at Hook) was another significant item. Also seen at Hook were 32
Black-tailed Godwit, 19 Dunlin, 3 Grey and 3 Ringed Plover (am I right in thinking that the latter
are in short supply this summer?) +++
Bob went on to Titchfield Haven where, in additon to the two Spoonbills, the adult and juvenile
Avocets, and two reported Roseate Terns, he saw a couple of Bearded Tits and a pair of Water
Rails with two young +++
Richard Carpenter also went to Titchfield Haven today and upped the score for Turnstone from 18
on July 30 to 32 today. +++
The SOS website carries news today from Cliff Dean at Pett near Hastings of the arrvival of
Yellow Wagtails at the coast there which are now forming a regular flock with local Pied
Wagtails. In the Pett Pools a Ruddy Duck has a new brood of seven ducklings and out on the
sea singles of Kittiwake and Merganser were very unusual for the time of year. +++
Sussex news for yesterday (Aug 1) included a sighting of 10 Pochard on the Portfield/Drayton pits
to the east of Chichester where the Sandpiper count was up to 7 Green and 5 Common. I am
not sure if the Pochard are new arrivals or are non-breeding residents there but I assume they
are new.
A couple more recent observations from Brian Fellows at Emsworth are of Reed Warbler still
singing on Aug 1 and Whitethroat giving a snatch of song on July 30. Other signs of the times
are the appearance in Brian’s garden of flocks of Starlings and House Sparrow (100 or so
Starling and up to 30 Sparrows). These post breeding flocks are a regular feature of these
bird’s behaviour, but I think the behaviour has been modified in one important way in recent
years - instead of heading for the countryside to glean the crop of insects, fruit and grain
dropped by old fashioned harvesting the birds have come to realise that the food on offer in the
fields has much diminished with modern agricultural practices, and that our gardens are a
much better place to look for food. It will be interesting to see, in a few weeks time, if the
Collared Doves move from our gardens to form large flocks in harvest fields or stay at home
and live off our handouts. +++

Another very interesting comment on farmland birds comes today from Glynne Evans during a
discussion of the large number of game birds released into the countryside each year. Many of
them are purely for shooting but Glynne reckons that hundreds if not thousands of Grey
Partridges are released with the intention of stopping the well documented decline of our native
species (shooting of Greys is effectively banned by consensus amongst the shooters). The
fact that these releases seem to do little to stem the falling tide of Grey Partridge numbers is
probably connected to Glynne’s remark that .. ‘one of the reasons that released Greys fail to
breed is that the incubator-reared birds apparently lack any natural nesting instincts. They
apparently have a tendency to go around laying single eggs anywhere, instead of sitting on a
nest.’ This practise of raising Grey Partridges in incubators, then selling them to landowners
for good money ‘in the interests of conserving the species’ would, if true, not be the first
example of the canny businessman making a good profit out of other people’s genuine good
intentions while knowing that the whole thing was a con. (We won’t mention any owl
sanctuaries here but I do recall, many years back, a chap based in Chichester being sent to
prison for breeding Barn Owls by the score, taking them round to various shows and, having
elicited oohs and aahs from the audience, suggesting that people could form a queue to
purchase their own owl at the bargain price of £100 a go - any owls so released were almost
certain to die through inexperience of feeding themselves, or would put severe pressure on
existing wild owls as the newcomers contended for food and territory - and this well before
Harry Potter had been conceived).
PLANTS

FRI 08 AUG
Slender Hare’s Ear (Bupleurum tenuissimum) traditionally appears on dry ground by the sea soon
after its near relative, the exuberant Wild Parsnip, has started to flower, and the yellow flowers
of the Bupleurum (this colour is about the only thing that the plants seem to have in common!)
reveal its presence to those who know where it is likely to grow and have the patience to serach
for it. I reported my first find of it (near the Thorney Island Great Deeps) in Wednesday’s notes
below and today I can add to that a sense that this plant may be starting an unusually good
season to judge by the amount of it, and the wealth of flowers on them, which I found this
morning on the South Moor seawall at Langstone. This is a traditional site for it, but in recent
years it seems to have almost vanished here, so it was great to find a mass of flowers lining the
now disused path on the low ground inside the seawall for the length of a cricket pitch or more.
+++
If anyone wants to share my pleasure I suggest you approach from the south end of Southmoor
Lane, walking past the old IBM playing fields and up the rise onto the higher seawall protecting
the genuine SSSI. Walk on for a short distance, looking down at the fence which keeps the
cattle in the South Moor proper, until you see the first substantial patch of seeding thistles on
your side of the fence. Now get down the inside of the seawall (with care, there are sudden
drops hidden by the long grass!) and find the remains of the unmade path following the
landward side of the sea wall. Starting opposite the thistles and going east for twenty yards or
so you should find a great mass of these umbellifers closely lining the landward side of this old
path, the plants standing slightly less tall than the grass, their stems thinner than grass stems
(and erratically zig-zagging up to the light), with many of them topped by tiny light yellow
flowers arranged in ‘umbels’ of two or three flowers at a time. +++
This is by no means the only local site for the plants - if you are walking round Farlington Marshes
you may well see them lining the seawall path in a few places and I seem to remember finding
the plant in some profusion down the west side of Langstone Harbour as well as a few places
on the east side. One of the latter has probably died out now as it used to be on the edge of a
tidal creek which was long ago filled in to build the houses at Saltmarsh Lane (off West Lane at
its southern end), but if you walk from Saltmarsh Lane through Denhill Close onto the (still
undeveloped) patch of rough grassland leading to the coastal path you could find a good stand
of it there (go across the grass path, not the gravel path).
THU 07 AUG
John Goodspeed has revisited the Sheepwash Road site near the A3M south of Hazleton

Common to show someone the Broad-leaved Helleborine plants which I described in the notes
for Aug 5 and he tells me that his original estimate of 30 plants was much too low - he thinks
there are more like 50 there. +++
On this visit John’s attention was also drawn to some Gorse but the only clue as to what was
interesting about it is the one sentence in John’s note reading .. ‘ We checked out the gorse and
concluded it was western but the Hants Flora makes me doubt our identification.’ My
assumption is that this gorse was flowering, in contrast to the Common Gorse which has long
ceased to flower, and I would certainly agree that this was unlikely to be Western Gorse of
which the Hants Flora records only two instances in south Hampshire - one at Sandy Point on
Hayling (identified by Francis Rose in 1980) and one bush in one carpark in the northern New
Forest.. On the other hand it is very likely to be Dwarf Gorse which is extensively found in
Havant Thicket just across the A3M from John’s site and which is more or less self-identifying
by being in flower when the Common Gorse is over (this year I first saw it in flower on July 20).
If you have any doubts I think they can be settled with a ruler - the flowers of Dwarf Gorse are
around 1cm long, those of Common Gorse are about twice that size (this is not an officially
approved test!). +++
In checking out these facts I discovered that Stace unbends sufficiently to give my sort of rule for
the separation of Common from Western Gorse in the autumn, Western Gorse, if it occurred
here, could be difficult to separate from Dwarf Gorse in that thay both start to flower in July and
go on through the summer, and you might find plants of both species growing to 1.5 metres,
and so Stace gives ways of distinguishing them at this time of year, but in September (when the
Common Gorse begins to flower again) Stace’s tip for separating it from Western Gorse is to
look for dead flowers - these will be found on the Western Gorse that has been flowering
through the summer but not on Common Gorse which will only have unopen buds around its
open flowers..
Another bit of news from John Goodspeed comes from Fort Widley on Portsdown. Apparently the
deadly Thorn Apple is growing on a bank within the fort and nearby is an even more exotic plant
- one of the Physalis species known as Chinese or Japanese Lanterns. Mention of the Thorn
Apple reminds me that the last time I saw this plant was in another of John’s stamping grounds
- The Sling at Stansted Forest where several years ago it grew in the Lavant streambed close
to the downstream end of the very long tunnel taking the water under the main driveway. More
recently it was found among a great mass of exotics alongside the Eastern Road in Portsmouth
after roadworks imported soil in 2001.
WED 06 AUG
News on the Hampshire Butterfly Conervation website from John Hunt concerning his regular
butterfly counting transect of Bartley Heath (near the M3 north of Fleet) includes a mention of
the splendid colour of the Marsh Gentians which have just started to flower there. Hopefully
they are also out in the New Forest where they are relatively common for a rare plant.
A cycle ride to the west end of the Thorney Island Great Deeps today gave me the first flowers of
Slender Hare’s Ear on the inner face of the seawall. In previous years I have found this plant at
three places along the length of this seawall but today I could only find them opposite the inlet
pipes that fill the Great Deeps at some high tides (look just north of the worn ‘path’ down the
seawall which starts near two metal posts on top of the wall). I saw twenty or so fresh green
plants but only one was topped with yellow flowers. Further up the sea wall I was surprised to
see a lone plant of Lax Sea-lavender flowering well on the edge of the track at the foot of the
wall and (with no surprise) saw a good show of Sea Aster plants in bud with a couple that had
started flowering (I have already recorded seeing the odd plant in flower in early July but the
main season is about to start, as it already has done with the Golden Samphire). Another plant
giving a good display of fresh flowers here was Sea Plantain though that, like the Sea Aster,
has been seen back at the beginning of June.
In last Sunday’s notes I spent some time trying to learn about the various species of Bladderwort
that can be found in the New Forest bogs, and I am very grateful to Martin Rand for taking time
(at around 6am!) to add to my knowledge of the subject. I hope others will be equally interested
in what he has to say, which is .. ‘On 12th July I saw a Utricularia flowering in the shallow
standing peaty water created by the reconstruction of the path across Shatterford Bottom, on

its N side (SU345061). I looked at it closely and satisfied myself it was Lesser Bladderwort
(Utricularia minor), both on flower size / colour and on the absence of bristles on the leaf teeth.
Although it hadn't been recorded here before it is found at Rowbarrow quite close by and is
reasonably widespread on the Forest. +++
When I came to enter up my record I was surprised to find that Pete Selby had entered up
Intermediate Bladderwort (U. intermedia) from the very same spot a few days before (29th
June). I wondered if there had been both species there, and I'd overlooked one. I spoke to Pete
about this and he agreed that the plants he had seen were flowering and he'd entered up the
wrong name, so his record now also shows U. minor. +++
By the way, if anyone wants to see U. intermedia, then all recent records come from a triangle
centred on the Bishop's Dyke bogs either side of the railway line, with its apices roughly at
Woodfidley Passage, Stephill Bottom and Penny Moor. +++
One of the easiest places to get to it is by proceeding from near the tumulus on the marked track
just NE of Woodfidley Passage towards the railway underpass to the east. There is a
reasonably distinct path (not shown on the OS 1:25000 map) running a little above the bog
(Denny Bog) which goes under the railway south of the underpass. +++
By making sallies into the bog margin it should be possible to locate the plant, which is reasonably
abundant in (non-flowering) patches, growing in short, open, very wet or inundated vegetation.
I have a localized record at SU 3501-0516 but it is in other spots nearby, too. ‘
TUE 05 AUG
Sheepwash Lane/Road is a common enough name for a track along which sheep were in the past
taken for some form of pre-chemical age ‘sheep dipping’ and one of these lanes remains in an
unimproved state along the west side of the A3M in the Cowplain area of Waterlooville south of
Horndean (the lane even has its own bridge over the new A3M just south of the Hazleton
interchange well known to Safeway customers). +++
As this lane comes south from Hazleton Common (maintained by Horndean Parish Council as a
nature reserve) towards Padnell Grange and passes under an avenue of oak trees alongside
the golf course there is once more, as in past years (so John Goodspeed tells me), a good
show of at least 30 spikes of Broad-leaved Helleborine but the flowers are nearly all now over.
+++
Should you pay a visit here in the near future don’t despair if the orchids are over, there’s plenty
more of wildlife interest to be seen on Hazleton Common - amongst other things it has more
Common Lizards than any other local site that I know of and there are always Stonechats to
add colour to the heath.
SUN 03 AUG
Francis Rose tells us in his Wildflower Key that Devil’s Bit Scabious starts to flower in June but in
my experience you will be lucky to find the flower heads showing blue until well into July, and I
have never (I think) found them actually flowering until August while at some open sites the
plant does not show until September. +++
This year I found unopen flowerheads on plants in Havant Thicket on July 20 and some may now
be in flower but I have not seen any whereas Richard Carpenter did so today in Botley Woods
Yesterday the Havant Wildlife Group met at the Shatterford carpark, close to Beaulieu Road
station in the New Forest, for a a walk across the heath to Denny Wood. Somewhere in the
boggy part of the heathland (Bishops Dyke area west of the railway line) they not only found
some straightforward boggy plants such as Round-leaved Sundew, Marsh St John’s Wort and
Bog Stitchwort but also a Bladderwort species which intrigues me. Using Rose’s Wildflower
Key some members of the party decided it was Greater Bladderwort, but I see that the Hants
Flora is of the opininion that this species is not found in Hampshire (all records of it are treated
as cases of mistaken identity for another species which is not mentioned by Rose, Southern
Bladderwort or Utricularia australis). Those in the party who were aware of the existence of
Southern Baldderwort came to the conclusion that that was what they had seen and as ‘pig in
the middle’ I was presented with two ‘true’ definitions of the species and forced to play a round
of Call My Bluff in order to report to those who were not there what had actually been seen.
+++
In arriving at my answer I begin by ruling out Greater Bladerwort, but I still have difficulty with

Southern Bladderwort as this (according to the Hants Flora) is only common in the Basingstoke
Canal area and is only shown as currently occuring in 15 tetrads outside that area of northeast
Hampshire, and only one of these is marked for the 10km square (SU30) in which the find was
made. The tetrad marked in the Flora is SU 3600 and that means the find was in Hatchet Pond
or its immediate area, a good 4km as the crow flies south east of the area where the disputed
find was made. I realise that new records of the species may well have been recorded in the
seven years since the Flora was published, but I hope that this find will be submitted to the
BSBI recorder (Pete Selby) for consideration just in case no one else has reported it. In the
meantime my response to the Call My Bluff panel is that I will go for Intermediate Bladderwort
(U. intermedia) which, despite being classified as Very Rare, is described as being found in
(and confined to) Shatterford Bottom and Denny Bog which is precisely where the find was
made. This suggestion can be immediately ruled out of court if the plant in question had any
‘flowers’ as the Intermediate species never has any flowers in the British Isles, according to
Stace. Perhaps one of the party might offer some slight description of the plant or give reasons
for their choice of name? That would no doubt be asking too much of the ‘Study Group’.
INSECTS

FRI 08 AUG
A couple of days ago (Aug 6) John Goodspeed found (on Portsdown) the first of the lovely
Argioppe bruennichi orbweb spiders which will soon be a relatively common sight in rough dry
grassland where grasshoppers abound, and today I came on three pretty well full grown
females on their webs - one on the Langstone South Moor seawall and two at Broadmarsh.
After having seen the latter I happened to meet Jason Crook and mentioned them, and this
caused him to tell me a most interesting account of how he had found two examples of what
seemed certainly to be full grown females of this species in (I think) July - far earlier in the year
than expected. Furthermore one was near a mass of spiderlings which seemed to be of the
same species and another was (as Jason put it) one and half times as big as a normal full
grown female. Jason has photos to illustrate what he saw and I have suggested that he gets in
contact with Dick Jones (the international spider expert who once lectured in Photography at
Portsmouth University and still, I think, lives in our area.). +++
Normally these spiders live for one year, emerging from a delicate ‘Chinese Lantern’ type eggsac
in September, somehow surviving the winter as tiny spiderlings, then developing into
eye-catching specimens by this time of year (note that it is the females which we see - the
males are much smaller and have match-stick type brown bodies with none of the gold, black
and white banding that earns the female the name of Golden Orb spider). When the female is
fully developed she lays her eggs, and may stay close to the eggcase for a short while but soon
dies and never normally sees her young. Jason’s discovery seems to suggest that one or more
females have managed to survive for a second year, continuing to grow and not laying their
eggs until the summer following the autumn when they were due ... this is of course all
conjecture and Jason may have seen a different but similar species of spider previously
unknown in this country (Portsmouth is one of the prime ports of entry for exotic insects that
have hitched a lifr in various cargoes!). I hope to hear more of this story before long.
Today at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester Derek Mills saw his first, pale, helice form female
Clouded Yellow of which Jonathan Forsyth seems to have had the first for Hampshire (and as
far as I know for the British Isles!) at Burkham Home Farm near Alton yesterday (two of five
Clouded Yellows which he saw were helice)
Maybe there were more helice Clouded Yellows in a field of Lucerne somewhere in South Norfolk
where, on Aug 3, one observer criss-crossed the field in a methodical manner counting the
number of butterflies seen in each three metre wide ‘strip’. At the end of this exercise the
observer reckoned that the field contained 8,000 Painted Ladies and 15,000 Silver Y moths,
but only some 20 Clouded Yellows. I find this count interesting in its ratio of Silver Y’s to
Painted Ladies, which is more in line with my own impression of the number of Silver Y’s than
are most counts coming from other observers who may see Chalkhill and Common Blues,
Small Tortoiseshelles and Painted Ladies in hundreds or thousands but only see these moths
in ones or twos (40 is the highest single count I have on record). My own impression without

counting is that there are generally two or three of them for every one of any butterfly species,
especially recently. +++
That description of a Lucerne field in Norfolk came from Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth website which
currently shows a great surge in reports of Convolvulus Hawkmoths. The first of these was
trapped at Durlston Country Park on June 27 and five or six more were reported up to the end
of July before the first four days of August brought reports of 11 more found at places ranging
from the Shetlands to the Scilly Isles, though unlike most of these invasions only one report
came from the east cost (Suffolk) and at least one preferred to head for West Bromwich in the
midlands while one, to illustrate the dangers of such migratory journeys, was recovered from
the surf of the sea around Guernsey. In addition to these 11 listed on Migrant Moth website I
hear from Maurice Pugh, at Netley Marsh near Southampton, that he caught one in his garden
on the night of August 4 without the aid of a moth trap. Maurice writes .. ‘It appears to have
been feeding on nicotiana plants when I switched on my security light and it was then attracted
to the light where I managed to catch it. Tim Norriss has confirmed it as a Convolvulus
hawk-moth (The first one in the county so far this year)’ So far that record of the first and only
specimen in Hampshire stands secure ... +++
Before leaving the subject of migrant insects Steve Nash’s site also reports three more
(presumably continental) Swallowtails, two being seen on the Kent coast where they can be
expected but one being seen by a very reliable observer (Sarah Patton, warden on Pagham
Harbour) at Hindhead in Surrey. It could well have been a migrant but might, I suppose, have
escaped from some buterfly breeder in that area?
THU 07 AUG
This evening Jon Stokes had his moth trap running at Portchester on the north shore of
Portsmouth Harbour and took a good collection of migrant moths. His list reads .. ‘134 Silver Y,
3 Small Mottled Willow, 3 Dark Sword-grass, 1 Gem, 150 Rush Veneer, 23 Diamond-backs, 5
Rusty-dot Pearl and 3 White points’. His report goes on to say that he .. ‘caught a Conobathra
tumidana two nights ago (Aug 5), a rare moth in Hampshire. There appear to be only five
records of this species for Hampshire, although there is a small breeding colony at Pagham in
Sussex’
Patrick Fleet, warden of the Magdalen Hill Down butterfly reserve near Winchester, today found
the first Striped Lychinis moth caterpillar of the season there on its normal foodplant Dark
Mullein. This is a caterpillarr of which all reports are needed to monitor the population of this
endangered species, and while the caterpillar is difficult to distinguish from that of the Mullein
Moth nature makes it easier since the Mullein moths generally feed on Great Mullein and the
Striped Lychnis on Dark Mullein. To help even more the Mullein Moth caterpillars should have
pupated by now, or be full size when found, whereas the Striped Lychnis are just starting their
season.. +++
Also at Magdalen Hill Down a Clouded Yellow was egglaying today and a Hummingbird
Hawkmoth was seen.
On Tuesday evening (Aug 5) Derek Mills caught a late Elephant Hawkmoth in his Farnham
garden and he suggests it may be the last for the year. +++
Going back to Sunday (Aug 3) Tony Wilson found three Small Blues still in resaonable condition
at Benfield Valley on the downs behind Hove and was uncertain as to whether they were the
last of the spring brood or early examples of the summer brood which, if it appears at all,
normally does not do so until mid-August. With them were some 50 Painted Ladies but not a
single Chalkhill Blue, reminding me of Piers Vigus’ lament on the decline of this species at
Martin Down. Tony says the species has been declining here in recent years and he I think
accepts this as an example of ‘some you win, some you lose’. Not only have we had very good
numbers at Mill Hill at Shoreham, not far from Hove, and at Old Winchester Hill, this summer
but I see in the current messages that Lynn Fomison classifies them at Magadalen Hill Down
as ‘innumerable’ (i.e. so many that it is impossible to count them).
Finally for today I have a note from Ray Chiverton in the Lovedean area of Waterlooville of a
Hornet which he saw in his garden on Aug 2 (last Saturday). With growing grubs in their nests
I guess we will be seeing more of these impressive (and relatively harmless) insects in the nest
few weeks as they forage for insects with which to feed their grubs. Then, sometime in

September, when the grubs have hatched and flown this year’s workers will be paid off and
given an indefinite holiday, which can result in them appearing to swarm here, there and
everywhere for a few days.
WED 06 AUG
A Hummingbird Hawkmoth was seen at Ryde on the Isle of Wight today (and another was in
Lawrence Holloway’s Bognor garden on Monday) but the rate at which these migrants are
being reported has slowed considerably. Silver Y’s on the other hand seem to be increasing
this week with several in my garden and probably well over thirty on a small part of the Thorney
Island seawall which I visited today. Also on that seawall were a similar number of Common
Blues and singles of Clouded Yellow and Small Heath, though none of the Wall Brown for
which I was hoping. +++
Going back to the Isle of Wight I was amused by the tale of a butterfly eating duck which I have
already told on the bird news page - for those who have not seen it this is what I wrote ... The
story comes via the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website from someone on the Isle of
Wight who wrote in from Cowes saying .. ‘"Whilst taking my grandchildren to feed the ducks at
Ashey Duck Pond we noticed one duck with a light blue/green beak which, within a few
minutes, caught and ate at least a dozen butterflies that were feeding on the lower branches of
a Buddleia bush that hung 8-10 inches above the waterline. +++
When the duck saw a butterfly on the leaves it would thrust its neck up and catch it. The
butterflies were what appeared to be, to my untrained eye, Red Admirals and a white butterfly
with an 'eye' design on the wing when folded." (The eye design could well describe the look of
a female Large White - the prominent curved black wing tip area being an eyebrow and the
upper of the two large black wing spots being an eye - all as seen through the closed wing).
At Titchfield Haven today Richard Carpenter noted singles of both Emperor and Four-spotted
Chaser dragonflies which have now been on the wing since May - Four-spotted Chaser was
first seen on May 7 and Emperor on May 29 - and they will soon be disappearing for this year.
A Ruddy Darter however has every chance of living on into the late autumn - maybe October.
+++
Some butterfly species are also nearing the end of the road with few White Admirals or Silver
Washed Fritillaries to be seen - a single White Admiral at Noar Hill yesterday was a surprise for
Alan Thornbury while Andrew Brookes was very pleased to find 7 Silver Washed females still
on the wing at Hipley Copse near Denmead - that was on the day after Pete Irvine had noted
that he could find none left on Witley Common. +++
Even the great Purple Emperor has probably reached the end of its season now - Ashley Whitlock
tells us that at least one was seen in August (at Bentley Station Meadow south of Alice Holt
forest on Aug 2) but he fears that is the last for this year. Matthew Oates on the other hand will
have none of this pessimism and is forecasting that the season has been so good that he
expects to see a further (previously unheard of?) brood of White Admirals emerging in October.
I hope he is not proved true for I fear that such an emergence would be very prejudicial to next
year’s supply of this species.... +++
For those not solely devoted to one species of butterfly there is still plenty of enjoyment to come.
This heat should be to the liking of the Silver Spotted Skippers now emerging and I am still
hoping for an August with as many Clouded Yellows as we have already had Painted Ladies,
and if all else fails there are always the autumn Speckled Woods to look forward too. At the
moment more Small Heath are appearing - Andrew Brookes saw a few very fresh specimens
on Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour yesterday, along with Common Blues - and for those
who prefer ‘will of the wisp’ type butterflies there will be more Graylings which become invisible
as soon as you have seen them.
TUE 05 AUG
Jonathan Forsyth, through his regular reports to the Hampshire Butterfly conservation website,
has introduced me to several sites in northern Hampshire with which I am not familiar from the
jauntings of my younger years, and today he takes us to Beacon Hill at Burghclere (not the one
in the Meon Valley). Here he found 16 butterfly species including 135 Small Tortoiseshell (one
of which had been caught by a Hornet - purely in the interest of the young grubs in its nest, for
as I undertand it adult Hornets only consume pollen from flowers but feed their young on

‘meat’). +++
On the hill there were still 140 Meadow Brown and 60 Common Blue (with 29 Chalkhills) but
relatively small numbers of some species which have been abundant but are now either
succumbing to the heat or going into early hibernation to avoid the stress of long hours on the
wing.
Last night (Aug 4) gave Nick Montegriffo a good find in his moth trap at Sherborne St John (north
of Basingstoke) - a migrant Bedstraw Hawkmoth for which Steve Nash’s website has, I think,
only reported ten previous specimens this year, none of them on the south coast (two were in
Essex, one in Norfolk, three in Yorkshire, one in the Highlands, one in the Shetlands and the
other two in Warwickshire and Bedfordshire)
Finally for today my comments in last Saturday’s notes about not having heard of any sightings of
the Bee-killer Wasp so far this year has caused Barry Collins to tell me that he did see them at
Sandy Point on Sunday (Aug 3) along with the Graylings which I see I reported for the wrong
day (Barry saw them on Sunday, not Saturday)
MON 04 AUG
A walk on Farley Mount during today’s very hot lunchtime break gave Mark Litjens an estimated
count of 120 Brimstones and 50 Small Tortoiseshells with 4 Clouded Yellows, 1 Dark Green
Fritillary and a late Marbled White. The count of Brimstones at this time of year must surely be
exceptional - it may well be the highest count at any one site in Hampshire in recent years - and
it is even more exceptional in that high counts are usually recorded in spring when good
weather brings the majority of the hibernating population all out on the same day (whereas at
this time of year the butterflies tend of emerge in dribs and drabs, going into hibernation soon
after emergence so that you never see the whole generation on parade together. Looking
through the butterfly reports for the past few years the highest single count I can find was of 75
on 9 May 2000 at Stockbridge Down.
SUN 03 AUG
I thought there was unanimity in the feeling that this was one of the best summers ever (at least in
the last twenty years or so) for butterfly numbers of most species, including Chalkhill Blues.
We have already heard of them in their thousands on Old Winchester Hill and at Mill Hill in
Sussex, and I hear via Andrew Brookes that Theo Roberts yesterday recorded a count of 347
on the central section of Portsdown Hill where the same week last year only produced 220.
Nevertheless the euphoria is not shared by all, and Piers Vigus, after visiting Martin Down,
writes (I quote from the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website) .. ‘Where have all the
Chalkhill Blues gone?? This location once had a colony which was thousands strong at this
time of year, indeed, Jeremy Thomas once wrote "[the Chalkhill Blue]...can be seen in
unforgettable abundance, as any visitor to Martin Down can testify”. Well not any more! The
colony has dwindled to a few hundred at best. +++
The Marsh Fritillary and Adonis Blue have all but gone from this site, perhaps in a few years time
we shall be able to say the same about the Chalkhill Blue. Maybe it's time for some positive
habitat management.’ No doubt that last sentence is an expression of an opinion that
butterflies are the supreme form of life and that English Nature should be practising more
wildlife gardening aimed at maximising their numbers regardless of all other considerations ...
+++
A more upbeat view of the state of the butterfly world comes from Mike Gibbons, who writes (after
a visit to Noar Hill) .. ‘The current display of Small Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Painted Lady,
Peacock and Comma is getting nothing short of phenomenal, they are absolutely everywhere.
+++
My Christchurch garden buddlieas seem to gather more by the day, it really does remind me of
butterflies when I was a child. The next few weeks should be outstanding for these species if
the warm weather continues, although some Peacocks may start going into hibernation soon.’
+++
While at Noar Hill Mike saw at least one Brown Hairstreak and even two or three belated Ringlets,
and at Steventon (a village to the south west of Basingstoke) Jonathan Forsyth was lucky
enough to spot a White-letter Hairstreak in the garden of a work colleague he was visiting. Also

today Jonathan visited the butterfly prolific Woodland Trust site at Burkham Home Farm where
he clocked up 315 Common Blues, 15 Small Tortoiseshells and a couple of Clouded Yellows.
Mike Duffy and Mark Litjens were also at Noar Hill today and noted several Brown Hairstreaks,
some 115 Small Tortoiseshells and 31 Painted Ladies +++
Mark went on to Old Winchester Hill where Chalkhill Blues were flying in their thousands on the
south facing hill slope. With them he estimated there were 460 Small Tortoiseshells and at
least 100 Painted Ladies. Also seen there were singles of Silver Spotted Skipper and Clouded
Yellow, a lone Marbled White and just 2 Dark Green Fritillaries.
Leaving the butterflies for a moment I see that Jon Stokes has added a sixth species of Clearwing
moth to the five already featuring in this year’s news. This time it was a Yellow-legged
Clearwing that responded to his pheremone lure on an apple tree in his mother-in-law’s
Stubbington garden (south of Fareham) +++
Still with moths I have yet to receive a call from some worried gardener who wants me to remove
the hideous monsters (Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillars) which are destroying their Fuchsia
plants - the season for them to become apparent is perhaps a little later in the month - but I was
told today of another Hawkmoth caterpillar which I have never seen for myself. This is the
Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth whose caterpillars favour Honeysuckle and it is currently
approaching the time for pupation. If you want to see it hurry out and start searching
Honeysuckle in Hampshire - like the ‘truth’ it’s out there somewhere, but not easy to find! +++
You may not find these caterpillars but you do have a good chance of a seeing a large, rich brown
male moth flying at high speed by day searching low vegetation for a female of his species.
This is the fairly common Oak Eggar and I see that Barry Collins saw three of them yesterday
on Thorney Island and came on another one today in the Wade Court area of Langstone.
Just two reports of dragonflies today - the main one coming from Richard Carpenter in the Botley
Woods where he saw an estimated 15 Emerald Damsels (Lestes sponsa), four Golden Ringed
Dragonflies and three Migrant Hawkers which I guess will soon be a common sight - the
species has already been seen in the heavily built up North End district of Portsmouth by Mike
Wearing but it seems few others have yet seen it. There have been two previous reports of it
from the Botley Woods (first sighting was on July 13) but so far I only have two reports from
elsewhere (Warsash and Bognor). +++
The other dragonfly report was of a single Brown Hawker seen at Old Winchester Hill by Mark
Litjens.
SAT 02 AUG
I have already mentioned above that Theo Roberts found 347 Chalkhill Blues on Portsdown Hill
today - half as many again as his last year’s equivalent count of 220 - but I did not say there that
he also found 10 Wall Browns in that central section of the hill between Fort Southwick and the
hill top roundabout +++
The first summer brood Wall Brown had appeared on Thorney Island on July 27 and I would have
expected that by now there would be more to be found there than on Portsdown but in fact a
walk around the island by Barry Collins today recorded only 8 of them. That same walk gave
Barry a list of 111Common Blues, 64 Painted Ladies, 24 Peacocks, 21 Small Tortoiseshells, 16
Small Heaths, 15 Red Admirals, 11Clouded Yellows, 6 Small Coppers and 4 Holly Blues. +++
Another excellent local count from an inland site came from David Parker’s garden at Forestside
on the northern edge of Stansted Forest. David counted 26 Small Tortoiseshells on his
Buddliea alongside 3 Painted Ladies, 2 Peacocks and a Comma while elsewhere in the garden
Brimstones, Red Admirals, Meadow Browns and Blues where seen - David says that the Blues
were Common but I would not be surprised if there were not a Holly Blue among them and also
suspect there could have been some Gatekeepers among the Meadow Browns +++
In past summers I have seen similar displays of butterflies on Buddlias close to David’s house
beside the track to Warren Down, and among them I remember being delighted to see Silver
Washed Fritillaries. Richard Carpenter was probably even more delighted to have a Silver
Washed in his garden at Hill Head today - on July 3 he had an equally unexpected White
Admiral in his garden and at the time I made a guess that Richard’s garden was a good 8km
from the nearest normal White Admiral habitat, and I think the same probably holds true for the
Fritillary. With it was a specimen of that superb hoverfly Volucella zonaria.

A couple more butterfly reports today add three species to the combined daylist of those already
mentioned. In the Shatterford area of the New Forest the Havant Wildlife group saw Silver
Studded Blue and at Noar Hill Mike Duffy had two Brown Argus in a list including 100+ Small
Tortoiseshells, 50 Painted Ladies, 40 each of Peacock and Brimstone, 3 Small Copper and a
couple of Clouded Yellows. At Sandy Point Barry Collins had six Grayling to complete the
daylist +++
Mention of the Shatterford area and of Sandy Point in the preceding paragraph reminds me of
something that has not been reported so far this year, the uncommon Bee Killer Wasp
(Philanthus triangulum) which digs its nest burrows in dry sandy soil, lays its eggs in them and
then stocks the larder for the young with the bodies of ‘living dead’ (paralyzed) Honey Bees.
Last year Barry Collins found this species active at Sandy Point on July 14 and several people
in past years have found the species on the sandy tracks across the Shatterford heathland
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 08 AUG
For those interested in fungi I saw the elegant snowy white cap of a Coprinus niveus toadstoool
growing from cow dung on the Langstone South Moor today, and on cleaner grass I noted a
patch of what seemed to be Field Mushrooms but I did not climb the fence by the seawall to
prove the point.
While noting that I am reminded of something that I did not report on Wednesday (Aug 6) when I
was near the Thorney Island Great Deeps at the west end.. In past years I have noted a good
colony of the small Pointed Snails (Cochlicella acuta) here but I could not detect them last year,
not even finding any of their abandoned shells in the ground, so I imagined the colony had died
out. Wednesday’s heat disproved this as, in common with other snails on dry ground exposed
to the sun, they had climbed any available plant stem to avoid frying on the ground (I think there
can be a 10 degree difference in the temperature on the baked earth and that just a few inches
above it where cooling breezes blow).
SAT 02 AUG
My concern over the apparent disappearance of the small group of Commn Seals which have
been present in Chichester Harbour for many years was ill-founded. They do keep a low profile
and are not often seen by us land-lubbers but I am pretty sure that the sailing fraternity who
regularly use the Emsworth Channel could have put my worries to rest had I asked. As it is I
had to rely on my ‘usual sources’ from whom I hear that there were 8 to be seen from Thorney
Island today and there was a peak count of 13 present on April 22.
Jim Berry was with the Havant Wildlife Group visiting Denny Wood in the New Forest today and
he has sent me a list of 14 species of fungus found during the outing. Among the list I find the
highly edible Chanterelle as well as the first Field Mushroom, the large, trooping Clouded
Agaric and the small but bright red waxcap type toadstool Hygrocybe miniata. More red
colouring came from the caps of the Sickener (Russula emetica) which was but one of four
Russula species in the list. Less eye catchng were the first Common Earthballs and the small
Crepidotus mollis.
BIRDS

WEEK 31 JULY 28 - AUGUST 3

FRI 01 AUG
Paul Winter today found 20 Green Sandpiper, the highest count so far this auutmn, at the Lower
Test Marshes where a peak of 25 is ‘par for the course’. Only 5 Common Sandpiper were with
it but there were 40 Yellow Legged Gulls in addition to another 100+ which Paul saw from
Redbridge Wharf. I think Paul used to call this waterside view spot Redbridge Park, but I notice
the name has been downgraded to ‘Wharf’ which is more in line with his description of the
approach strewn with litter and broken glass and with Rosi Woods’ recent experience of having
two young boys expose their bottoms to her when she dared to visit - the urge to count
Yellow-legged Gulls has to be high to bring you here rather than viewing the gulls from the
roadbridge or from the Goatee shore at Eling (where I proposed marriage to my wife 50 years
ago - I was delighted to read in a recent email that the wonderful smell of tar still permeates the

air there)
I did not expect much in the way of birds when I visited Old Idsworth Farm in today’s dull weather
and drizzle but I did have one interesting and puzzling find. Checking the area below the nest
box which has again been used this year by a pair of Barn Owls I could not see any fresh
looking pellets among the old and dry ones, nor could I hear any sound, so I assumed that the
birds had flown the nest. Then, after going out of the barn and across the yard, I was looking at
wild flowers on the grass bank at least 20 yards from the nest box when I saw what looked like
the plucked body of a bantam chicken lying on the grass but which I realised was a featherless
and downless Barn Owl chick as soon as I saw the small talons on the end of its long legs and
the raptors bill. This was at around 10am but the chick seemed freshly dead (no stiffness in the
body) and quite undamaged - a few ants were taking an interest in it but there was no mark of
any predator’s teeth, bill or claws. +++
I think we can rule out the possibility of the chick having walked there (if it had fallen from the nest
box the 20 foot drop onto concrete would have killed it). I suppose it might have fallen and
some human could have found it on the ground under the nest and chucked it away but I think
that is equally unlikely - the only person that I know had been in the yard knew nothing about it.
The only solution I can conceive is that the chick died of natural causes (the heavy rain recently
could have reduced the food supply, and if it was the baby of the brood any food would have
gone to its bigger siblings) and that the mother had carried the corpse away from the nest and
dropped it as most birds do with faeces, eggshells and other detritus which they do not wish to
give clues to the nest site (or to pollute the nest). +++
I did not have any way to weigh the corpse but it seemed to have plenty of ‘meat’ on it and I guess
it would have stood 20cm tall (I measured the leg length as 8cm and the body as 8cm excluding
the neck and large head) +++
Can anyone comment on whether it is normal for an owl chick to die after reaching this size (I
guess the answer to that is yes if food is short), and on whether (a) it would be normal for a
parent to remove the corpse from the nest and (b) if owl chicks of this size are virtually ‘bare
skinned’ (my only experience is of young Tawny owls which are thickly covered with down
when they start to leave the nest and sit about on the branches).
THU 31 JULY
This evening I got to the Langstone Wade Court Egret roost at sunset and reckoned there were
already 18 birds present and visible, and by the time I left that count had risen to exactly 50 as
birds flew in (I may have missed a few as three or four people stopped to chat while I was trying
to watch the roost). This is in strong contrast to the few counts I made during June and early
July when the roost never seemed to exceed 20 birds. +++
Subsequently I have seen two emails from Barry Collins giving Egret roost counts from Thorney
Island where the first birds to arrive in this country during the 1990s had their ‘one and only’
roost that peaked at 281 birds in Aug 1999. Inevitably that ‘bubble’ burst for a number of
reasons - firstly the roost trees had a limited capacity and as that was approached bickering
between the birds increased, secondly the increasing number of birds caused them to spread
out along the coast (and then inland) to find feeding and nesting areas and this required them
to find new roosts, and thirdly the original roost is in trees through which a military road comes
from the main camp to the western gate in the fence, and this road has become increasingly
popular with families from the camp for jogging, walking or letting off steam in other ways all of
which cause disturbance to the birds at dusk.
After the Aug 1999 peak the majority of the birds moved to other roosts - the local ones being at
Pagham Harbour, the Bosham penninsula, Hayling Island and Langstone Wade Court in
Chichester Harbour (plus a secondary site on Thorney), and to a couple of sites in Portsmouth
Harbour. +++
Coming back to the present Barry’s two counts from Thorney Island show that 69 birds roosted in
the secondary site yesterday evening (July 30) and just seven came to roost in the original site
this evening but were disturbed by noisy boys on bikes resulting in six of them heading west to
the quiet of the Wade Court roost at Langstone.
A note from Richard Carpenter tells me that he saw four Bullfinches and a Willow Warbler when
he was on the Canal Path at Titchfield Haven today - no great news in itself but both species

are now figuring regularly in the news that reaches me - this evening one of the passers by
when I was counting Egreta at Wade Court told me of having had Bullfinches in a local garden
in the last few days and I hear similar comments regularly as well as coming across the birds
quite frequently myself so I hope this means there is a revival in the fortunes of these attractive
(except to fruit growers) birds. Since I heard Willow Warbler song at Aldsworth Pond last
Sunday I have noticed people are reporting them arriving at the coast on a wide front - just
yesterday Bernie Forbes commented on them at Chantry Hill on the Sussex Downs and one
was seen at Whale Chine on the IoW.
The last day of July has brought monthly summaries from Russell Wynn at Lymington and Bob
Chapman at Farlington Marshes, Bob’s being relatively brief and focussing on the absence of
any Spotted Redshank this summer - Bob is not concerned that the birds are in trouble but
thinks they have found other sites at which to settle. He reports a peak of 40 Greenshank and
says that the number of Black-tailed Godwit at the reserve continues to rise (but no dates, no
numbers), and there is no mention of Wheatears or Whinchats yet (though a Wheatear was
seen at the Deeps on July 20 by Doug Roberston) +++
Russell’s report from the Lymington Marshes is as usual much more detailed and I can only pick
out a few items that caught my eye, for instance a Serin which turned up on July 11 and stayed
another two days during which it was frustratingly heard but not seen. At the end of the month
a first summer Roseate Tern was seen on July 28 and Russell goes a little way towards
explaining why Jason Crook was so excited to see one at Langstone Harbour on July 19 when
he says .. ‘The BTO Migration Atlas confirms that 1st-summers are rather scarce in NW
Europe, but states that those that do make it this far north tend to appear in July.’ +++
Returning waders and wildfowl that have not been previously reported inlcuded 2 Wigeon at the
start of the month (but only staying three days from July 6-9), four Teal on July 16 and six
Shoveler today. A Spoonbill dropped in on July 10, a Kingfisher was back on July 12 and four
Sanderling on July 26. A couple of other notable sightings were of two juvenile Redstarts on
July 11-12 (probably from nearby nests in the New Forest) and a couple of Ravens (sorry - no
young with them!) on July 24.
The Swifts must have read what I wrote about them on Monday and decided that they could not
leave the Havant area without some form of farewell party, and this morning a group of around
20 were circling overhead, occasionally screaming, for about half an hour around 8am. +++
I know that juvenile Swifts in the nest are able to go into a state of ‘suspended animation’ (similar
to hibernation) and so survive for several days without being fed when bad weather keeps their
parents away, and I think that the cloud and rain which have blanketed us since July 16/17
have brought this survival method into operation. Brian Fellows told me yesterday that the last
Swifts he had seen in Emsworth were a group of six on July 27, and a similar absence here in
Havant caused me to write on Monday that it seemed the birds had left us. However two Swifts
appeared over Havant yesterday morning and stayed for some hours, regularly appearing to
visit the nest site area and making it seem that at least one nest still had live young. More
suprisingly the evening (windless and almost cloud free) brought a group of up to 12 to circle
and scream above the site, and this morning (dry with little wind but a solid high overcast of
cloud) a group of 20 were circling overhead for an hour or so, but disappeared when light rain
started to fall. +++
While out in the garden watchng the Swifts I heard what I am pretty sure was the first Robin tuning
up its autumn song - it was too brief and distant to be sure but I will be listening out now for the
sad Robin song of autumn. Other than that and the Woodpigeons and Collared Doves the only
song came from a Dunnock which I am now hearing fairly regularly.
WED 30 JULY
On 24 June 2002 a pair of Avocet were seen on the shore off Titchfield Haven with two downy
youngsters which must have walked with them from their nest site (thought to be around 5
kilometres from the Haven). Those two youngsters and their parents were guided into the
Haven and remained there in safety until they could fly and look after themselves - their first
flights were taken on July 9. This year it seems that Avocets have once again nested at the
same site where they suffered predation and disturbance last year - this time two pairs hatched
at least six chicks there but all but one of the chicks has failed to survive. I’m not sure if any of

the adult birds have also lost their lives but what I do know is that today one adult and one
juvenile arrived at Titchfield Haven (presumably the youngster flew in and did not repeat last
year’s marathon walk!) to allow us to record ‘successful breeding’ of Avocets in Hampshire for
a second consecutive year. +++
Other news from the Haven today comes from Peter Raby who was on the seafront road for an
hour and a half this evening and saw (in addition to the Avocets) two Spoonbills and a Barn Owl
with 16 Eider and 10 Common Scoter on the sea. Richard Carpenter also visited the Haven
and added 18 Turnstone and a Rock Pipit to the score. The Rock Pipit is the first I had heard of
returning to local shores until today, but an update to the Titchfield Haven website (which had
not been updated from July 8 until now) shows that a Rock Pipit was there on July 25 and one
had been reported from East Sussex as early as July 10. +++
Up to 18 Gadwall seem to have been present at Titchfield Haven throughout June and 5 were
there on July 1 but the species seems to have been absent in July - there was no mention of
them in a list of 214 Mallard, 10 Teal, 1 Mandarin and families of Tufted Duck and Shelduck in
the Haven website news for July 20, and no one else has mentioned them until Richard
Carpenter saw one today. I can’t think of any good reason why they should move elsewhere at
this time of year, and have not heard of them arriving at other sites - can anyone explain what’s
going on? +++
The return of Turnstone is speeding up - the 14 that were at the Haven on July 28 were the first
group to exceed 10 in number, and now we have 18 there and another group of 17 at Fareham
Creek (the first to be seen there since the spring). +++
Also newly back at Cams Bay on Fareham Creek and seen by Trevor Carpenter this evening
were four Ringed Plover and a Greenshank
Paul Winter was in the Hurst area today and saw 275 Gannets off Milford with three Arctic Skuas
heading west. 43 Eider were still present there (must be in addition to the 16 at Hill Head
today) and a Wood Sandpiper was on Keyhaven Marshes. +++
A totally unrelated item to act as a tailpiece to today’s news come from the SOS website. At the
end of Monday’s news I mentioned an Eagle Owl seen from a train running along the Arun
valley, and at the time my thought was that this was probably one of the models now widely on
sale in garden centres for use as ‘bird scarers’. I see my thought is echoed by two people
whose comments now appear on the SOS website - one speaks of an arduous overland
journey to track down one such owl seen from a train only to find the owl was made of pottery,
the other says .. ‘I travel from Brighton to Chichester by train each day and they've installed
plastic eagle owls atop all the railside electricity substations to scare away birds. I almost
choked on my Cappucino when I first saw one.’
TUE 29 JULY
Peter Hughes, warden at Pulborough Brooks RSPB reserve, had not got a scope with him today
when he noticed what he describes as ‘a Stint species’ among the waders which included Ruff,
Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank and two Black-tailed Godwit as well as Common and Green
Sandpipers. I assume it was a Little Stint and guess that it will not be long before these birds
are giving good close up views at Sidlesham Ferry. +++
Here in Hampshire another juvenile Sparrowhawk made its presence known to Richard Carpenter
when he was at Bramdean today, and in the nearby Brockwood (north west of West Meon) he
saw a Spotted Flyatcher as well as both Treecreeper and Nuthatch. The earliest date I have
heard of for hearing juvenile Sparrowhawks begging for food is currently July 20 when the
young were heard in a nest at Titchfield Haven. +++
Down by the west end of the Solent today Bob Marchant saw the first young auk (a Razorbill) on
the sea off Milford - presumably it had come from a nest on the Isle of Wight cliffs from which a
single Shag may well have come. Not so local were 233 Gannets, some 33 Common Scoter,
and two each of Fulmar and Arctic Skua.
Two Grasshopper Warblers were seen today at distances down to just six feet in scrub on the
South Downs above Alciston, west of the Curckmere Valley near Beachy Head. One or both of
the birds could occasionally be heard reeling. Those two birds are presumably a pair and have
been seen in the same area on May 26 and June 22. Birds which, unlike these two, have
already started on their southward journey include a single Wheatear seen at Climping (west

side of the mouth of the R Arun) and Willow Warblers arriving at Roedean on the coast just east
of Brighton.
MON 28 JULY
Here in Havant the skies remain devoid of Swifts and it seems unlikely that we will see other than
stragglers moving south from now on. If so that marks another small nail in the coffin of the
Swift population - this will be the first year since we arrived here in 1967 that there has not been
a build up of Swift activity over Havant each evening towards the end of July, culminating in a
‘big bang of silence’ when one night they are no longer there. The end for them seems to have
come ‘ not with a bang but a whimper’.
Other news for today that has come in so far includes the first report of Turnstone back at Hill
Head in double figures - the two birds that were there on July 16 have now become 14, seen by
Richard Carpenter. Offshore there Bob Marchant saw 14 Eider and at the Lower Test Marshes
Paul Winter saw 17 Green Sandpiper (the highest autumn count so far, beating by one the
count of 16 made by Doug Munts on July 8)
From Sussex comes news of an Eagle Owl seen from a train heading south from Amberley to
Arundel this morning. I hate to spoil the fun but I do wonder, in the absence of further info,
whether this another of the pottery ‘bird scaring’ owls that now adorn so many buildings (and
provide extra perches for the feral pigeonsand starlings they are intended to scare away).
SUN 27 JULY
Aldsworth Pond, from which a stream flows south to join the River Ems at Westbourne, regularly
dries out in August and often does not refill until February, and when I visited it today it was
down to a series of pools that were still large enough to support at least 20 Coot (including their
young), a dozen Moorhen and half a dozen Mallard (and probably a few Little Grebe - I often
wonder how many of their young die because the water disappears before they can fly). The
two Swans which nested here were nowhere to be seen - maybe they had moved to the nearby
Brick-kiln pond on which I saw two adults Swans with no young. +++
While scanning Aldsworth Pond a Kingfisher plunged from an overhanging tree into one of the
pools and came up with a small fish, and when I moved to the track leading to Sindles Farm
along the east of the pond I heard the quiet autumn song of a Willow Warbler - an evocative
sound marking a significant milestone in the birding year. +++
I had little else of birding significance on my way home via Prinsted and Emsworth but I did note
the absence of song from Reed Warblers and Skylarks near the Thorney Deeps (just the
faintest attempt by one Meadow Pipit to broadcast its presence). The Swan pair with five
cygnets was on the Little Deeps and the Peter Pond pair still had their five cygnets in Dolphin
Lake (where people were feeding them bread). Other than these birds the Emsworth Swan
total remained constant at 77 (though one bird had moved from the Millpond to Nore Barn).
Seeing these birds and reading about the difficulty of ‘swan upping’ in Christchurch Harbour
last weekend due to some birds having regrown their flight feathers earlier than usual, thus
being able to fly from the round up, I recall that when I last counted the Emsworth Swans on
July 23 I also watched one Swan flying east from Langstone to Emsworth or further - that may
have been the first local bird to become capable of flight.
Barry Collins today led a party of SOS birders around Thorney Island, recording a total of 56 bird
species during the outing. This included a total of 30 Egrets (probably gathered in a high tide
roost from various parts of Chichester Harbour though Barry does not say so), 6 Common
Sandpiper and 3 Whimbrel. Overhead they had Peregrine, Hobby and Buzzard (the latter seen
across the water over Ellanore). There is no mention of a wader roost on the Pilsey Sands
(thinking of the 40 Sanderling that were around the harbour entrance on July 23) but when they
reached the east end of the Great Deeps they found some 60 Greenshank and 1000 Redshank
roosting there. +++
Another observation to be expected during July was made today by Owen Mitchell during another
vain search for the Black-headed Bunting at Sidlesham Common - one tree had a pair of
Sparrowhawks and two of their juveniles in it - no doubt the latter were noisilly begging their
parents for food. Since reading this news of juvenile Sparrowhawks I have heard from Martin
Hampton that he heard the unmistakeable begging calls of a juvenile Sparrowhawk yesterday
and saw it fly over his home area just east of the Hayling Billy line here in Havant. That hungry

youngster had got fed up with waiting in trees near its nest and was flying with its parent - if it
wanted it’s parent to succeed in catching prey it was not doing the most sensible thing by flying
with the adult bird and advertising its presence! +++
Owen also confirmed that the Sidlesham Ferry Avocets still have one juvenile, and added a
snippet of local interest with news of two Green Sandpiper at the outlying Portfield Pool in the
complex of waterfilled pits south of Chichester.
Simon Harthill went to Keyhaven today but could not, in the four hours he spent there, find the
Lesser Sand Plover which was showing so well yesterday (one person had it at 20 yards) so it
has probably moved on. Simon did see 38 Eider (Steve Farmer had 44 of them on Hurst Spit
yesterday) so it looks as if the flock which was off Hill Head in May has drifted back to the
Lymington area (48 were present at Hill Head on May 19 but numbers there have gradually
diminished since then to around 15 this week) - I appreciate that some Eider have recently
been seen flying along the Sussex coast and their movements may be more complex than I
suggest. While at Keyhaven Simon observed something that is I think unusual among birds - a
couple of Water Rails doing some mutual grooming/preening. +++
Steve Keen was also at Keyhaven today and found what was very probably a juvenile Caspian
Gull there. As the name implies Caspian Gulls come from the Black Sea/Caspian Sea area
east of the Mediterranean and although both the Mediterranean form of the Herring Gull
(‘micahellis’) and the Caspian form (‘cacchinans’) are basically both ‘Yellow-legged Herring
Gulls’ they have sufficient differences to be now regarded as separate species. That does not
make it any easier for the average British gull watcher to distinquish them one from the other!
Across the Solent at Newtown Harbour the Osprey which arrived there on July 19 continues to
show daily, and near the mouth of the Hamble Trevor Carpenter noted Swallows and Sand
Martins moving with a larger number of gulls way out over the water of the Solent with a Black
Tern fishing off the spit at the river mouth. Over land in the Hook area a flock of over 100
House Martins had assembled, and three Willow Warblers there were probably also on the
move south though one of the resident Little Owls was complaining about the disturbance
caused by these ‘crowds of holdiay makers’ by calling loudly at midday. +++
More migrants had dropped in on Trevor’s home patch at Fareham Creek - 7 Common Sandpiper
had appeared out of the blue and a Dunlin was also there with 7 Whimbrel which he has seen
there before.
At Titchfield Haven there were two Spoonbills seen by John Shillitoe, one of them definitely
having no leg rings and therefore not one of the two that were seen together there on July 9 and
10, the other was too far away to detect any rings and it may be that one of the original two has
stayed on (I have reports of one there on July 13, 18. 19 and 20 though none of them
mentioned colour rings) +++
Peter Raby was also at the Haven today and tells of a Roseate Tern and a flock of 281 Common
Terns on the shore. Out on the water he saw 15 Eider and 10 Common Scoter (another 15
Eider were seen by Colin Allen at Tanners Lane east of Lymington giving further evidence for
the presence of perhaps 50 Eider in the Solent moving about randomly between Hurst and Hill
Head, sometimes coming together but more usually operating in several smaller groups)
SAT 26 JULY
John Clark today made a trip to his ‘site of special interest’ in the Avon valley, recording an
evening roost of 500 Lesser Blackback and 30 Yellow-legged Gulls (plus 22 Common Terns) in
the Iblsey Water/Mockbeggar Lake complex. Also there was a pair of Little Ringed Plover with
two well grown young, 9 Common and 8 Green Sandpipers. Earlier John had visited the
flooded meadows at The Vyne north of Basingstoke where 250 Lapwing were present but only
3 Redshank, 2 Little Ringed Plover and 1 Common Sandpiper could be seen despite the ideal
conditions for waders
At the Lower Test Marshes Paul Winter found 15 Green Sandpipers, 6 Egrets and 40
Yellow-legged Gulls, and at Keyhaven Steve Farmer had a Wood Sandpiper and some 8
Common Sandpiper as well as good views of the Sand Plover (and the 44 Eider mentioned in
Sunday’s notes above). +++
At Hook/Warsash Bob Marchant enjoyed a summer plumage Black Tern over the sea and much
further up the River Hamble John Faithfull watched two Kingfishers, while to show that not all

birding interest is centred on the shore the Havant Wildlife Group found a pair of Spotted
Flycatchers with two juveniles in the Woodlands Lane area of Walderton (top of the Ems
valley).
PLANTS

FRI 01 AUG
Last year on Aug 9 John Goodspeed showed me a group of Violet Helleborines growing in
adverse circumstances under dense old Hazel coppice in Stansted Forest and on Aug 23 I took
Rosemary Webb to the site where the plants were in a very poor state, though I learnt from
Rosemary that their habit of growing in tight clumps was in itself sufficient to distinguish them
from Broad Leaved Helleborines. Later that day we came by chance on a perfect specimen of
Violet Helleborine in full flower in more open beechwood habitat by the path leading down from
the south side of the west end of the Main Avenue to the grassy flood plain of the Lavant
stream. +++
Today I thought I would check on that plant and found not one but two close packed spikes in
perfect condition with the lower three flowers on one spike open. If anyone else wants to see
them go to the west end of the Main Avenue and (ignoring the main path leading down from the
north side of the avenue) taken the minor path down on the south side. As soon as you come
under the shade of the beeches and the ground becomes bare look to your left for two healthy
Beech trunks (only two or three yards from the path) with an eye catching white bracket fungus
developing on the stump of a third beech that once grow too close to the second of these trees.
Walk to the stump and look uphill to see a smallish twin-stemmed Hawthorn only a yard or so
from you and you will see the twin Helleborines at its foot, a little to the left of the Hawthorn.
(They not as tall as some specimens and were difficult to spot in today’s dark and gloomy
conditions so please don’t wonder around and trample on them!)
My reason for passing the Rowlands Castle end of Stansted Forest was a long overdue visit to
Old Idsworth Farm where, despite the dull weather and a touch of drizzle, I enjoyed a great
walk on the downland field below Markwells Wood. When I first walked this field three or four
years ago the grass was too dense and tough for much in the way of downland flowers, but
since then grazing by sheep (aided by horses for a short period in winter) has brought it back to
a condition in which today it was a sea of Marjoram, Harebells and Clustered Bellflower with
many other species including Dwarf Thistle. Here the seeds of Common Gromwell were
already white and stony and the berries of Deadly Nightshade were mainly black but there were
new things for me to find including a lot of Burnet Saxifrage. +++
In the barley field which is the lower section of the downland field the remains of Phacelia
tanacetifolia still showed their gorgeous grey blue flowers, feathery leaves and strange
‘cocks-combs’ of seed capsules under the power lines which run across the field (the poles
preclude ploughing or harvesting of that strip), and in the edges of other arable fields I found my
first Small Toadflax and Dwarf Spurge. One other plant of some interest was a large stand of
Pale Persicaria in the farmyard itself - it’s easy enough to find examples of Redshank with white
flowers but here all the flowers were pale and the stems below the flower heads were covered
with the tiny pit-like glands which identify the species.
TUE 29 JULY
Water Mint has been flourishing for some time but the more pleasant Corn Mint of drier places and
woodland rides has not been reported until today when Richard Carpenter noticed it in
Brockwood which lies just south of the A272 just west of West Meon Hut.
Brian Fellows has sent me an update regarding the Havant Wildlife Group outing last Saturday.
First of all he corrects the location which I gave for the Bugloss they found - it was not near the
Walderton carpark area as I said but further north where the path runs along the southern foot
of the woodland called Woodbarn near Pig Legged Row (around SU 790-118). The chalky soil
here is a good place to look for a variety of arable plants and usually there is a large stand of
game crops in the fields south of the path here, as there is on the left of the path climbing from
Walderton village to Inholmes Wood. +++
It is by no means too late to enjoy a walk in this area as I see that on the 25 Aug 1998 I wrote in
these notes .. ‘Common Valerian is mostly past flowering but I found one flowering by the

roadside near Watergate House north of Walderton today and on the same walk found
Rockrose and Dwarf Spurge along the southern edge of Woodbarn (wood), with both Sharp
and Round Leaved Fluellen flowering in field edges - there was a great mass of Round Leaved
in a field entrance by the roadside at SU 794114 in the Pig Legged Row area.’ +++
Going on west from Woodbarn the path becmes a wide track and then, after passing Watergate
House it is a tarmac road connecting the house to the main road up the Ems Valley. By this
road (probably in the edge of Watergate Park) the group found an impressive Large Leaved
Lime in flower - something you are unlikely to find in Hampshire. The Hants Flora classifies this
tree as Very Rare and says that the native distribution of these trees comes to an end on the
south Downs just within Hampshire but very close to the Sussex border. Some 20 native sites
for the tree can be found along the northern slopes of the South Downs, all but three of them
being in Sussex, though there are of course more places (such as Watergate Park) where the
tree has been planted and has grown to maturity as a single-trunked normal tree. Nearly all the
sites at which native trees have survived are coppiced ancient woodland plots surrounded by
woodbanks and the trees themselve are coppice stools. As well as the pure bred trees there
are a number of hybrids, and one very impressive example of a coppiced Large x Small Leaved
Lime can be found in Markwells Wood on the hill brow overlooking Old Idsworth Farm. A photo
of that tree, and the source of most of what I know about this impressive survivor from a past
age, comes from an article in British Wildlife (Vol 12 number 2 for December 2000) written
jointly by Francis Rose and Frances Abraham. The tree in Markwells Wood is well worth
seeing with at least twelve huge trunks rising in a circle from the periphery of the original
coppice stool, their crowns forming a dome which stands proud of the other full grown forest
trees around them at approx SU 7514 - 53, just north of the public path heading roughly east up
the hillside.
MON 28 JULY
Richard Carpenter found Orange Balsam in flower at Hook/Warsash today and he tells me that
when he was at the Swanwick nature reserve by the river Hamble on Sunday (July 26) both
Yellow Water-lily and the smaller yellow flowered Fringed Water-Lily were both flowering there
as was the more unusual Tuberous Pea - but looking at the Hants Flora I see it has been
established there since 1945 when it was recorded as the Lower Swanwick Brick Pits.
SUN 27 JULY
Autumn Hawkbit probably starts to flower in June but once again I seem to have missed its first
appearance this year and only noticed it today when it had become the dominant roadside
flower as I cycled though the Denvilles area of Havant. Another plant which probably starts to
flower in June but which I did not see until today is Crown Vetch but I have a better excuse for
missing that as I only know of one site for it in the Havant area and that is in a place I do not visit
regularly. It grows in the driveway of 156 Stein Road at Southbourne near Emsworth and may
well have once been planted in the garden but by 1999 it was living a life of its own outside the
garden and forming a second outer hedge on the roadside of the garden. Then in the spring of
2000 a new owner seems to have taken over the house and done his best to eliminate the plant
but he has still not succeeded and today there was a fair amount of flower to be seen, not from
a bushy plant but from a patch of ‘ground cover’ where the plant has been regularly cut down
but still manages to flower at ground level.
SAT 26 JULY
The Havant Wildlife Group went on a circular walk from Walderton (near the source of the River
Ems) going north to Watergate House and back. Somewhere along the route Rockrose was
still flourishing but a more unexpected find, I think made near a field edge in the area where
they met (in unofficial carpark near the road junction), was of Bugloss (Anchusa arvensis).
Normally this plant is found in arable field edges but it also continues to flourish in a very sandy
soil at the entrance to the Hayling Sailing Club at Black Point - going north up the causeway
continue up the ramp until you are just inside the Sailing Club property then look along the
ground to your left)
INSECTS

FRI 01 AUG
This summer has brought news of far more Purple Emperors being seen in Hampshire than I
imagined still existed and today on the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website Ashley
Whitlock reveals that these butterflies still breed at two places in the Meon Valley, one being
Westbury Park (just east of West Meon and south of the road to East Meon) and the other
being in what Ashely describes as ‘the coombs branching off the Meon valley floor’ near
Beacon Hill. As far as I know there is no public access to these breeding sites but their
presence means that you have a good chance of seeing Purple Emperors when you visit the
national nature reserves of Old Winchester Hill and Beacon Hill. Ashley also says that the
Emperors which are occasionally seen at Noar Hill probably come from the Selborne Hangers,
while more Emperors breed at what he calls Oakhanger Wood (I cannot find this on my map
but guess he may be referring to woodland around Shortheath Common at Oakhanger village,
a mile or so north east of Selborne).
News from further afield on the Migrant Moth website tells of huge numbers of Painted Ladies in
Essex - 789 counted in 90 minutes at one site on July 28 and 277 at another nearby coastal site
on the same day. Other butterflies of note were two Swallowtails seen on the Kent coast on
July 28 and 31, a Clouded Yellow in Kent on July 28 and another (which may have been a Pale
or Berger’s Clouded Yellow) in Norfolk on July 30. Also possibly of interest there was a
Convolvulus Hawkmoth seen on the Scillies on July 30.
THU 31 JULY
It has been clear for some time that Small Torotoiseshells have been doing well this year and a
peak count of 51 for those emerging from hibernation was recorded on the downs above Hove
on Apr 13. June brought counts of 60 from beside the River Stour in Dorset on June 7 and
greater then 50 from the downs near Pulborough on June 13 with 55 in the Hove area on June
16 but the highest counts for July (until today) were of 20 on Stockbridge Down on July 20 and
15 at Pagham Harbour on July 27. +++
Today all those figures have been ‘blown away’ by Richard Carpenter walking the canal path at
Titchfield Haven where he recorded 74, along with 8 Peacocks, 7 Red Admirals, 7 Painted
Ladies and 4 Commas (plus 5 Banded Demoiselles).
In addition to what I wrote yesterday about Andy Horton’s encounter with over 2000 Chalkhill
Blues at Shoreham’s Mill Hill yesterday (which I took from the SOS website) I now have a
message direct from Andy in which he adds a couple of interesting observations. The first is
that among the butterflies on Mill Hill was a single fresh Dingy Skipper which must have been a
‘summer brood’ individual. The Hampshire and IoW butterfly reports show that one or two
‘second generation’ individuals have been seen in each year from 1997 to 2002 and that in
2002 one seen on July 15 was considered to be a summer individual so Andy’s sighting was
clearly a lucky one but not out of line with expectation. +++
Andy’s other observation comes from Lancing ring (or tree clump) on the other side of the River
Adur, and suggests both that some Small Tortoiseshells are migrants and that the continental
insects can be recognised by their colouration - can anyone comment on this? What Andy
says is .. ‘The prevalence of brightly coloured Painted Lady Butterflies (40+) on the footpath
through the Lancing Ring meadows with the new reddish Small Tortoiseshells (25+) leaves me
to speculate that the Small Tortoiseshell Butterflies were immigrants as well, although north of
The Street, Old Shoreham, a normal orange livery specimen was noted.’ Incidentally I would
be interested in any comments on what proportion of the huge numbers of fresh looking
Painted Ladies that we are now seeing are migrants, and how many are the offspring, hatched
in this country, of earlier migrants? +++
Finally for today a snippet from the SOS website reporting a Hummingbird Hawkmoth and a
valezina form Silver Washed Fritillary both seen feeding on a Buddliea in the Goodwood
Sculpture Park on July 26.
WED 30 JULY
Many people who do not live in Sussex will have driven east along the A27 and been impressed
by the complex road junction as they cross the River Adur and climb onto the Downs east of it
to continue their journey along the northern fringe of Brighton. Their eyes may have been
caught by hang-gliders coming off the hill brow north of the A27 but few will have stopped here

to look at butterflies on Mill Hill south of the road. This is however part of Andy Horton’s home
patch and I see that he was on the hill today, finding some 2000 Chalkhill Blues on the wing and they were just one of 18 butterfly species he recorded there. +++
Here in Havant my own garden could not approach that species total but I did note my first
summer brood Holly Blue, up to 10 Gatekeepers, 3 Red Admirals, 3 Painted Ladies, 2 or more
Commas, a Small Tortoiseshell and both Large and Green Veined Whites (almost certainly
also Small White). To top that I had a brief visit from the huge black and yellow hoverfly
Volucella zonaria.
Last Sunday (July 27) Andrew Brookes was at Great Fontley Farm (by the Meon just north of
Fareham), enjoying one of the mass performances by Painted Ladies (100+ at a time) which
several people have reported recently - in this case they covered a large patch of Creeping
Thistle. With this news Andrew passes on some recent observations made by Dr David Tinling
in the Fort Gilkicker area of the Gosport shore. Of interest to all those who want to prevent
damage to wildlife of this area in the process of development of the now crumbling fort David
added Small Heath and Green Hairstreak to the buttefly list for the site as well as finding Wall
Brown there. These were all seen towards the end of June, around the time when on June 23
David recorded a migrant Large Tortoiseshell at this coastal site. (The only other record of this
occasional migrant which I have heard of this year was of one on the Kent coast at Sandwich
on July 11)
Lists of moths coming to a trap run at Titchfield Haven on July 9 and 19 have just been published
on the Titchfield Haven website and among them I found twelve ‘new for the year’ species
whch no one else has reported plus a couple which pre-date those which have been reported.
+++
The new species for July 9 were Dingy Footman, Dot Moth, Fen Wainscot, Large Emerald, Lesser
Yellow Underwing, Light Arches, Marbled Minor, Round-winged Muslin and Silky Wainscot.
New on July 19 were Cloaked Minor, Drinker, Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing and
Saltern Ear. The two species which had been recorded by Maurice Opie on July 10 but which
were found a night earlier at Titchfield were Garden Tiger and Lesser Yellow Underwing.
SUN 27 JULY
Today’s best butterfly was the first Brown Hairstreak of the year, seen by Alan Thornbury at Noar
Hill.
Last Thursday (July 24) I passed on news of a major influx of Painted Ladies (to which I can now
add a report of 200+ at Pulborough Brooks on July 26), and today brought us a tiny bit closer to
a similar invasion by Clouded Yellows. One seen on its own at Noar Hill today was in line with
the half dozen other Hampshire sightings that have occurred this year, but today there may well
have been ten or more on Thorney Island in Chichester Harbour. What I know is that Barry
Collins, making the full circuit of the island, reported seeing seven Clouded Yellows, and that I
myself, coming to the west end of the Great Deeps some time after he had been there, found
another two - maybe three -which he may not have seen. +++
The national Migrant Moth website still has no reports to indicate an irruption of Clouded Yellows
- the best it can do is to report 10 more of these butterflies seen today in ones and twos across
the country from Portland Bill to Spurn Head (via Lambeth reservoir in London). Not included in
the national news Dave Tolcher tells me of another single Clouded Yellow in Hook Park
(Warsash) today +++
While near the Great Deeps I estimated there were at least 30 Common Blues on the seawall
where I also had a single Small Heath that had probably just emerged (I see that Alan
Thornbury had six of them at Noar Hill today and Mike Duffy had just one at Stockbridge Down
yesterday, seeming to indicate a general emergence of the summer brood). +++
Other species for which the summer brood is now emerging include Wall Brown (Barry Collins
had one today on Thorney) and Holly Blue (of which Barry had 7 on Thorney and Mark Litjens
had four today - 1 at Old Winchester Hill, 2 at Whiteley Pastures/Botley Woods. and one in his
own Hedge End garden near Southampton). +++
Also resonably freshly out were two Brown Argus seen by Alan Thornbury at Noar Hill and
another seen on Old Winchester Hill by Mark Litjens (Mike Duffy also had one yesterday on
Stockbridge Down) and Mark and Mike also each had single fresh Small Coppers.

Butterflies that are now on their way out are Marbled White and Ringlet. On June 29 Mark Litjens
found 200 Marbled White on Old Winchester Hill and on that same day Jonathan Forsyth
counted 329 of them at Burkham where he was still able to find 210 of them on July 10, but
today Mark Litjens could only find one at Old Winchester Hill (and the only other report of them
was of 3 seen in Basing Forest by Alan Thornbury). Similarly counts of Ringlet have come
down from a peak of over 200 seen by Peter Eeles on July 7 at Bentley Wood (with several
other counts of 100 or more around that date) to just 3 seen yesterday by Mike Duffy at
Stockbridge Down and a few today also recorded by Mike in Basing Forest (no one else
mentioned seeing any today!)
The only news of Dragonflies for today comes from Mark Litjens at Whiteley Pastures where he
had 4 Migrant Hawkers, 2 Southern Hawkers, 2 Emperors and 1 Golden-ringed Dragonfly.
Mark also found a Blood-vein moth on Old Winchester Hill today but I see that we have had four
previous reports of this moth going back to April 4 this year when Maurice Opie had one at his
trap at Funtley near Fareham.
A couple of recent reports of Hummingbird Hawkmoths have been of insects nectaring at hanging
flower baskets, and this preference has now been shown here in Havant by a Hummingbird
Hawkmoth seen today by Martin Hampton in Lymbourn Road in Havant +++
A long list of other moth sighting has just reached me from Philip Hack who runs a moth trap at
Nursling in the Test Valley north of Southampton. Looking through this list it seems that he has
had at least four new moths for the year plus a couple of ‘second generation for the year’
records. Yesterday Philip had a Scallop Shell in his front porch, not at the trap which brought
him both Sandy Carpet and Barred Straw on July 5 plus The Miller on July 7. On July 12 he
had a Purple Thorn which could well be the offspring of the moths which appeared early in the
year after overwintering as pupae (my first record is dated Apr 13) and a specimen of The
Spectacle which he took on the same day might have been one of an ‘optional’ second
generation which sometimes appears in the south of England (the first of this species was
found on Apr 24 by Alan Dawson in Southampton and its offspring should be well developed by
now but as Philip does not comment on the freshness of the moth I wouldn’t like to guess that it
was of the second generation). +++
Philip also tells me that a Buddliea in his garden has been attractive to butterflies this summer and
has brought him 12 species including Silver Washed Fritillary and Small Skipper. Only too
often people tell me that nothing comes to their Buddliea, and my own experience has
generally been of a similar lack of sightings but this summer we have done better than usual
with one of two Buddleias - the one in the front garden never seems to attract insects but the
one in the back garden has this year brought in Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Peacock, Comma,
Small Tortoiseshell, Gatekeeper and all three Whites. One thing I have noticed (and which
may be why many people see nothing on theirs) is that most of the nectaring takes place early
in the day as soon as the sun is hot enough to drag the butterflies out of bed (8am to 10am).
SAT 26 JULY
Mark Duffy had a good show of butterflies at Stockbridge Down today but I was more interested in
four day flying moths which he recorded there and which other people either have not seen or
are not interested in recording. One of these is the Silver-ground Carpet which he reported
here on Stockbridge Down on May 5 (and no one else has reported). The other three are all
close relatives of each other - Pyrausta aurata, P. purpuralis, and P. ostrinalis. Again the first
two species have been reported just once (both by Mike when he went to Everleigh in Wiltshire
on June 14) and the Pyraausta ostrinalis is a first for the year.
The SOS website carries news from James Havers of an uncommon hoverfly in his garden
(Gossops Green, part of Crawley) on July 20 - this was a female Callicera aurata about which I
know nothing. He has also had three uncommon Volucella species which I have heard of zonaria, inanis and inflata.
Going back to July 10 I see that Simon Ingram at Eastleigh is pretty sure that he had a very rare
moth at his trap but, although he took photos of it he did not retain the moth for expert
identification. The suggested name is Platyperigea kadeni and if that is what it was it will have
been only the fourth record of the species for Britain.

OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 01 AUG
An unexpected find in rough grassland when I was at Old Idsworth Farm today was of two
medium sized toadstools that were seemingingly pure white all over (and throughout the
flesh!). The gills were close packed and the tallish stem had a distinct ring on it, and I am pretty
sure it was a Lepiota species but uncertain as to whether it was L. excoriata or L. leucothites. I
see in Roger Phillip’s book that even he is not infallible and managed to include a specimen of
Leucothites in his photograph illustrating Excoriata so I don’t feel too bad about my uncertainty
but I would plump for Leucothites with which I am familiar from the IBM Portsmouth site where
it was common on some of the grassland in some years.
THU 31 JULY
My recent comments on the paucity of Seal sightings in Chichester Harbour this year has brought
a comment from David White who keeps a boat in Mill Rythe on the east shore of Hayling
Island. David has nothing to say on the absence of the group of ten or a dozen Seals that have
been present in Chichester Harbour for several years but does help to confirm that there has
been a single Common Seal in residence at Mill Rythe throughout this summer (presumably
the same one that was seen off Pilsey Island last Sunday, July 27, and by Bob Chapman in
Langstone Harbour on June 12). David says that on the three occasions when he has used his
boat this summer (on widely spread dates) the Seal has always been seen. This inlet probably
makes an ideal base for the seal with sheltered water and undisturbed haul out areas on the
Gutner Point nature reserve.
Another sighting of a smaller mammal comes today from Richard Carpenter at the canal path by
Titchfield Haven - this was of a Weasel. Richard only saw one of them but this (or perhaps a
little earlier in the summer) is the time of year when the lucky few may see a whole family of
Weasels out learning to hunt by following their mother ( and perhaps having a game or two of
their own when the serious business of hunting becomes boring).
TUE 29 JULY
A Bottle-nosed Dolphin was seen today close to the shore in the St Leonards section of the
Hastings seafront according to the SOS website.
At Bramdean, just north of the A272 and west of the A32 running up the Meon valley, Richard
Carpenter today found four fungi which will soon be a common sight in broad leaved woodland.
He was certain of the identity of three of them - Buttercap, Deceiver and Lycoperdon pyriforme
(the common puffball which grows on wood) - but not absolutely certain of the name for a bright
yellow Russula growing under oaks - he suggests this was Russula lutea.
SUN 27 JULY
Walking around Thorney Island today Barry Collins and the party of Sussex birdwatchers that the
was leading saw just one Common Seal swimming off Pilsey Sands near the Chichester
Harbour entrance. In recent years there have usually been reports of a small group of up to a
dozen Seals in Chichester Harbour (and rumours of the occasional pup which might have been
born in the harbour) but this year no such reports have come to my ears. Prior to this report the
only ‘local’ seal sightings that I have heard of were of a single animal on a shingle bank off
Puckpool Point (north east corner of the Isle of Wight) seen on Feb 15 and a more recent
sighting on June 12 of one seen by Bob Chapman in Langstone Harbour from the Langstone
Southmoor shore.
SAT 26 JULY
Visiting the Swanwick nature reserve on the banks of the River Hamble today Richard Carpenter
added one more species to the short list of large toadstolls that can now be seen with a find of
the poisonous Brown Rollrim. I have seen this growing in association with two species of
Poplar tree but Roger Phillips says that it is most commonly found with birch in acid heathland.

BIRDS

WEEK 30 JULY 21 – 27 (Edited Version)

FRI 25 JULY
Bob Marchant was the last person to see a spring Sanderling on the Hook Links shore on May 25,
and the first to see any autumn birds back in our area with a flock of 40 at the mouth of
Chichester Harbour on Wednesday of this week (July 23), and today he not only saw the first
10 Sanderling back in the Solent (flying west off Stokes Bay) but also saw the first autumn
Black Tern, also off Stokes Bay. I assume this bird marks the start of Black Tern autumn
passage but there were a couple of odd sightings (one in Langstone Harbour on June 4 and
another at Rye Harbour on June 28) which could indicate a non-breeding bird hanging about on
the south coast and maybe now moving west). Birds of Hampshire shows that there has
always been an early passsage at this time of year of non-breeding adults so there is nothing
unusual about this date. +++
Brian Fellows went to Baffins Pond today and found 196 Canada Geese still present (but 77 have
left since the peak count of 273 made a month ago on June 25). The Swan pair have also lost
one cygnet but still have four, and the group of feral Barnacle Geese was down from 11 to 10
(though otherwise the whole Baffins Gang was present)
Down in Dorset the annual Mute Swan roundup in Chritchurch Harbour took place last week end,
during which 80 unringed birds were duly ringed though not all were caught as some of the
birds had already regrown sufficient primary feathers to be able to take off and evade capture
(next year’s round up will probably have to be brought forward to keep pace with the
advancement of the moult period). On Monday (July 21) when the disturbance caused by the
roundup had died down a count of all the Swans in the harbour area gave a total of 468 birds (of
which only 189 were caught in the round up). +++
That may sound a lot of Swans but this coming weekend the annual round up of Swans at
Abbotsbury is expected to record a total of around 800 birds there. To put these figures into
perspective the total Mute Swan population of Great Britain ia assumed to be around 26,000
birds, so the total of 1268 Swans at Abotsbury and Christchurch is close to 5% of the national
population. Note that the Christchurch Harbour total excludes a large number of birds further
upstream on the Avon and Stour.
Bird song in my garden continues to decline and the only three species which can be heard
regularly are Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove and Greenfinch. A single burst of Wren song can be
heard on most days but birds which were still regulars last week (Song Thrush, Blackcap and
Chiffchaff) have more or less given up though all were heard at least once during the week, as
were Dunnock and Blackbird. Skylarks still sing over the South Moors and Reed Warblers still
chatter in reedbeds though I have not heard the latter at Langstone Pond this week. Starlings
have now moved from their nest areas and no longer feature on local chimney pots - they are
presumably scavenging the countryside in large flocks and in past years I would have expected
the House Sparrows to move away into the country hedges with their young about now but they
are still coming (in increasing numbers - up to 10 where there were only two or three recently)
to grain that I put out in the garden. +++
I am not sure if Swifts have had any breeding success here in Havant this year but there have
been no regular sightings of them this week - a group of 18 were overhead on Wednesday
morning and I saw one on Thursday morning, but I have neither seen nor heard any since then
and I have not heard any at dusk all week. On the other hand I can now expect to hear House
Martins each day - it seems as if none nested here in May or early June but a maybe a pair has
chosen somewhere local to have a second attermpt after failing elsewhere. +++
THU 24 JULY
This morning Brian Fellows spent a full hour watching the mud flats in Emsworth Harbour as the
tide fell and allowed the hungry birds to start feeding. Most numerous were 82 Redshank but
they were closely followed by 72 Black-tailed Godwits. As yet no Dunlin, Turnstone, Grey or
Ringed Plover are back though there were probably a few Lapwing hiding among the seaweed,
and so the only other birds feeding were 10 Oystercatcher, 7 Greenshank and a single
Whimbrel plus a couple of Egrets and the gulls - 600 Black-headed with a few juveniles but only
6 Herring and 1 Lesser Blackback.
Not local and not very recent is news from Jim Berry of a close encounter with a juvenile Cuckoo
still being fed by its Reed Warbler foster parent beside the Worcester to Birmingham canal on

July 17. As Jim and his wife were enjoying a holiday in Worcestershire I hope they were not
injured in the massacre of humans by Buzzards which has apparently been a top story in the
Daily Telegraph - or so Alistair Martin told me (see yesterday’s notes). +++
Finally, coming up to date with news from Dennis Crassweller, he tells me that yesterday he had a
Firecrest in a Deodar tree in his Hayling Island garden, and he also tops the story (which I
reported on Apr 28) of a Sparrowhawk hunting through the shopping arcade on the Bognor
seafront
WED 23 JULY
Bob Marchant was at Sandy Point on Hayling Island this morning and saw the first returning flocks
of Bar-tailed Godwit and Sanderling that I am aware of plus a small flock of 14 returning Grey
Plover and a smaller group of 5 Eider flying east, maybe birds leaving the Hill Head shore as
their moult period ends. +++
The Bar-tailed Godwit flock numbered 38 and continued west but the Sanderlings, 40 of them also
heading west, changed their minds after passing the mouth of Chichester Harbour amd came
back, perhaps to settle for a time on the Pilsey Sands in the harbour where an autumn flock of
up to 400 Sanderling can be expected. The Grey Plover numbered 14, but I doubt these were
the first to arrive back in our area though they do give us a reminder to look out for the glorious
black and silver plumaged birds that will be on show in the the harbours over the next month.
Other odd sightings at Sandy Point were of one Fulmar, one Kittiwake and a dozen Gannets.
John Shillitoe found the Canada Goose flock at Titchfield Haven had increased to more than 25
birds today and that there was a white one among the flock, possibly the same bird that was at
the Haven on Aug 30 last year and which spent most of the autumn in the Fareham area where
it was last seen at Fareham Creek on the Dec 12 WeBS count. It seems likely that the bird now
at Titchfield is the same bird seen last autumn, though it could be one of this year’s young, and
if it is the bird seen last year what intrigues me is where it has been for the past six months - you
would have thought that such an obvious bird would have been reported at some stage. +++
I cycled along the shore from Langstone to Emsworth today and found a few waders had
returned. The great majority are Redshank but there is a good sprinkling of Black-tailed
Godwits with Curlew and Lapwing. I saw several small waders - probably Dunlin - on the mud
off Pook Lane and heard at least two Whimbrel and three Greenshank but my best bird was a
Grey Plover (unfortunately not in summer plumage). Just one Shelduck was by the stream
running out from the Warblington Church area.
Nore Rithe - the deep water channel which drains the Nore Barn area into the Emsworth Channel
and passes to the north of Fowley Island - had 41 Mute Swans in it and there were another 4 in
the channel of the stream coming through the Warblington Farm reedbed, and these probably
account for the small number on the Emsworth Mill Pond and harbour at the moment (there
were still 37 Swans in the Mill Pond today so the 45 were in addition to them)
A note from Alistair Martin today describes how Crows in the Northney area of Hayling Island
have developed a habit that is not at all welcomed by people parking cars at the old holiday
camp site (now a small housing estate). It seems that if you leave the windcreen wipers of your
car unprotected you are likely to find the rubber of the wiper blades lying on the ground, torn
into strips, when you return, the culprits being one or more local Crows. +++
This vandalism has been going on for a couple of months but I think it must be restricted to one or
two Crows as only last week I was talking to a lady who also lives in Northney about unwanted
birds - she had seen a large bird of prey with jesses hanging around the area and wanted to
find its owner so that he could remove the offending bird - and she did not mention the
windscreen wiper problem. She did say that the raptor was large and dark, like a Buzzard, and
if it stays there that may be an even worse threat to the human population of the village as
Alistair also tells me that he has read in a national newspaper that a pair of Buzzards in
Worcestershire have recently taken to attacking humans. Alistair suggests that the people who
have suffered these attacks were probably (quite unwittingly) going too near the Buzzard’s nest
- I remember a similar problem arising in Southwick village at the foot of Portsdown a few years
back when a Tawny Owl took a strong dislike to customers who had to walk through its territory
to visit the local farm shop...

TUE 22 JULY
Today’s excitement came from a Lesser Sandplover found by Laurie Chappel at Keyhaven in the
morning and seen by quite a few birders before the day was out! Argument still continues over
the species and subspecies of the bird (Greater has three subspecies, Lesser has five) but it
seems that the consensus is for Lesser Sandplover, probably of the subspecies mongolus.
+++
While everyone was focussing their attention on the Sandplover it seems that the Sidlesham
Black-headed Bunting has quietly slipped away. It arrived there on Sunday 13 July, showed
well each morning and evening for seven days, then departed on the eighth day. +++
MON 21 JULY
In past years well over 100 Swans could be seen in the Emsworth area at this time of year but
today Brian Fellows could only find 37 on the Town Millpond and presumably there were none
to be seen in the harbour or on the other two ponds. Two other observations were of increased
numbers when compared to the past - one was of 18 juvenile Black-headed Gulls on the ponds
and the other was the presence of one or two Egrets fishing in the ponds where in the past they
have kept to the harbour (except when the Town Millpond was drained, leaving small pools full
of fish in the otherwise dry bottom)
SUN 20 JULY
The first autumn passage Wheatear was at Farlington Marshes today, seen by Doug Robertson
near the Deeps. Doug also saw the Curlew Sandpiper which had arrived at the reserve on
Friday but which was removed from it by a Peregrine before today was out (apparently Pete
Gammage saw a Peregrine take a bird which he thought was the Curlew Sandpiper, and no
one saw the Sandpiper subsequently). +++
On the other side of Langstone Harbour the ‘albino’ Common Gull was back at Budds Farm Pools
early in the morning, perched on its favourite post where it was seen by Mike Collins who
noticed the purity of its whiteness was slightly offset by some grey scapular feathers. +++
SAT 19 JULY
Also inland on the River Arun in Sussex several Egrets had arrived recently at Pulborough Brooks
(is this the first year in which the autumn influx of Egrets has taken them directly inland?). With
them were a couple of Dunlin, Greenshank and Whimbrel plus some 200 Lapwing. Taken
together with Colin Allen’s first Dunlin (see notes above for Sunday) I wonder if those at
Pulborough (and the Greenshank and Whimbrel) get there, not by following the south coast
and then turning inland, but by flying south overland until they see the first substantial water at
which they have a chance of getting a meal? +++
Other birds of interest at Pulborough are three Barn Owl chicks that are very close to flying the
nest within the visitor centre roof. The note about them on the SOS website (from Peter
Hughes, the reserve warden) says .. ‘all 3 chicks very close to fledging with one already having
had a few exploratory forays out of the nest box’ .. which seems to indicate to me that Peter is
another person who uses the word ‘fledge’ to mean the act of leaving the nest rather than the
acquiring of feathers (obviously both coincide in most cases).
Trevor Carpenter went a bit further east than usual along the north shore of Portsmouth Harbour
today to scan Pewit Island high tide wader roost, counting 270 Curlew there with four or more
Whimbrel and an estimated 40 Egrets (20 of them on the island and the others in the vicinity this was around 7pm and the birds may have been gathering there prior to roosting in Elson
Wood). +++
In Langstone Harbour Jason Crook was very pleased to pick out a first summer Roseate Tern.
This was certainly an excellent tick but I think I am missing some knowledge as to why he
thought it so unusual - my knowledge of Roseate Terns is that a fair number of them pass the
Hampshire coast each year and I don’t know why a first summer bird should be less common
than a bird of any other age. Looking at last years records I see I have notes of them seen at
various places between the Needles and Brighton on 28 days more or less evenly spread
between April 24 and Sept 22 - most were at Titchfield Haven but at least three were in
Langstone Harbour on July 31, Aug 1 (seen by Jason) and Aug 10. I can only assume that first
year Roseate Terns normally do not return from their winter quarters off West Africa until their
second year (when they are presumably ready to breed), but the Langstone Harbour bird is not

alone this summer as I gather there have been two first summers at Dungeness recently. +++
Later in the day Jason was at the Hayling Oysterbeds and noted a Yellow-legged Gull and a Med
Gull with a green plastic ring.
PLANTS

WED 23 JULY
One plant which is marked in the Hants Flora as rare but which has been flowering within sight of
people walking the sea wall path past Langstone Mill Pond for about a week is Lax-flowered
Sea Lavender, and I found more of it in flower on the Nore Barn shore this morning when I
stopped to search the sewall there for another uncommon plant which I have not come across
so far this year - Slender Hare’s Ear. I did not find that but I did enjoy a hundred yard long
swathe of Golden Samphire (another national rarity) in full flower. +++
Returning from Emsworth along the shore I turned up Wade Lane to go home, and as I entered
the tunnel of trees which enclose the Wade Lane path the ground was thickly spattered with
ripe yellow fruits which have fallen from the Cherry Plum trees, reminding me of a brief
conversation I had recently with a man who was gathering the fruit. I happened to remark that
I had has a good meal from a bag of these plums I had picked at Southmoor Lane and then
almost got into an argument as the chap who was picking them insisted that they were Bullace
fruit. If anyone else is confused about the identity of these fruits they are very easy to tell apart
- both are substantial plums 2 to 3 cm in diameter but Bullace fruit are blue whereas the much
commoner Cherry Plums have fruit that is normally bright yellow but can be red.
SUN 20 JULY
In Havant Thicket this morning I had a good look for Broad Leaved Helleborine orchids in the area
just inside the Castle Road entrance gate and south of the main forest road. There may have
been some under the pine trees but it is now too overgrown with brambles for easy searching,
and down the woodland edge track running alongside the main Horndean road I could only
spot one small plant in the shade here but that had at least 15 unopen buds. +++
Alongside the forest road inside the gate there was plenty of Upright Hedge Parsley that has
clearly been out for the best part of a week and with it was one clump of Sneezewort (a second,
larger clump was further west along this same track). Near the gate, in the gravel area for
vehicle parking there were several plants of Square-stalked St John’s Wort. Heading north
from the forest gate and then forking left into the track which will later have a good show of
Devils Bit Scabious I found Alder Buckthorn with a great crop of berries and one plant of Red
Currant with two very healthy strings of ripe berries. Cross-leaved Heath was in flower and the
Ling had many nearly open buds. Nearby were plenty of full grown stems of Golden Rod,
many of its buds already beginning to open and showing a hint of yellow. While looking at
these buds I thought I would check out the Marsh Cudweed in the dried out puddles and was
surprised to see their open flowers under the lens. +++
Dwarf Gorse was in full flower along the southern edge looking out over the Gipsies Plain area
and Devils Bit Scabious here already had blue flower heads though none were flowering.. Also
on this southern edge of Furzey Plain Hoary Ragwort had started to flower and some of the
Black Knapweed was of the rayed form looking like Greater Knapweed. Other plants noted
during this walk were Water Pepper in flower and Lesser Skullcap - the large patch here had
not a single flower to show as yet.
SAT 19 JULY
Richard Carpenter was in the Bishops Dyke area of the New Forest today, finding a list of plants
which may well have been out for some time. Bog Asphodel and Marsh St John’s Wort were at
the top of the list, along with Water Mint which was flowering at Bedhampton yesterday though
I did not mention it. A couple of less widely known plants on Richard’s list were Tubualar
Water-Dropwort and Lesser Water Plantain, neither of which we are likely to see in Havant but
they are not uncommon in the New Forest.
Ros Norton found Clustered Bellblowers were out when she visited Old Winchester Hill
(according to the Havant Wildlife Group schedule they should have been there today but I
thought Ros was telling me that she was at Leigh Park Gardens today). +++
Here in Havant a plant more likely to be found on the beach than in the town has reappeared in

the pavement cracks of my road - this is Sticky Groundsel, and it clearly likes it here
INSECTS

FRI 25 JULY
Dennis Crassweller on Hayling Island has recently noted an emergence of Stag Beetles and
comments that it is late in the year to see them, but I am not sure if there is any predictable time
for these beetles to emerge. In some years there is a flurry of reports as early as April and I am
aware of at least one of them being still alive in November of one year, indicating a late autumn
emergence. Presumably the weather (temperature and perhaps rainfall) play a part in deciding
when a colony will emerge, but probably the state of decay of the tree stump in which the grubs
have been feeding for up to five years is an important factor. +++
One thing that I believe to be true about Stag Beetles is that all the grubs present in one tree
stump will generally all emerge at the same time and perhaps this results in a lot of inbreeding
(males are far more likely to find and mate with female ‘sisters’ than with ‘outsiders’ of different
parentage, though this may be offset if several females of different lineage all lay their eggs in
the same tree. This is of course all conjecture and if anyone knows of any scientific study of
these beetles and their habits I would like to hear of it. My evidence for saying that a whole
brood emerges at one time is partly that reports of them tend to come in clusters from any one
area, and partly from my own observation last summer of a lilac tree (in a garden which I was
passing on a warm summer evening ) being ‘alive’ with some two dozen of the beetles that
could be heard rustling as they climbed the stems of the tree and pushed through the leaves to
get to a vantage spot from which they could make their first flight takeoff
THU 24 JULY
The migrant moth website has a report of around 100 Painted Ladies seen by Sarah Patton in one
field at Pagham Harbour today, with probably hundreds more in that area, while a similar report
of ‘hundreds’ comes from Essex, but the Clouded Yellows still haven’t got the message - only
four were reported today, two at the Ouse Washes, one at Portland and one seen by Andy
Horton at Lancing in Sussex. +++
Tony Wilson managed to find just three Painted Ladies at Keyhaven when he went to see the
Lesser Sand Plover today before he headed inland to Bentley Woods on the
Wiltshire/Hampshire border near Salisbury. There were still plenty of Silver Washed Fritillaries
on the wing there but only one Purple Emperor (Tony thinks their season is nearly over but I
hope there will still be a few around for another couple of weeks - the first was out early on June
29 but I think they can normally be seen for six weeks and they haven’t completed a full month
yet!). Just one Purple Hairstreak went on Tony’s list which reminds me that all the reports of
them so far this season have been of single figure counts bar one count of ten by Alan
Thornbury in Botley Woods on July 12. This may just be due caution in recording but I have
always understood that those who know what to look for can see clouds of them around the
tops of favoured oaks in appropriate conditions - maybe those days are now over but it does
not seem too long ago that Pete Potts showed me such a cloud over oaks in Bells Copse close
to the northern fringe of Leigh Park.
Yesterday, while working on his allotment at Denmead, Richard Hallett was favoured with a single
Clouded Yellow to bring this year’s Hampshire score to six of these butterflies. Richard also
commented on a good show of Small Tortoiseshell in the Denmead area at the current time they have certainly recovered from the low point of a few years back.
WED 23 JULY
On Sunday I noted that a Clouded Yellow has been seen near Winchester and today I see from
the Migrant Moth website that up to six more have been seen in Dorset and Devon between
July 19 and 22 - I keep hoping that August will bring a real invasion to match the hundreds of
Painted Ladies seen this summer and the many Hummingbird Hawkmoths (I see from the
Butterfly Conservation Hampshire website that one of these was seen recently around hanging
flower baskets outside a Winchester shop, and two more recent reports have been of them
feeding at garden Buddleias).
It is clear from recent reports that numbers of Marbled Whites have declined and at Stockbridge
Down last Saturday Rupert Broadway could not find a single Ringlet. Both these species used

to be still active into August but this year both species were active two to three weeks before
their normal flight time (first Ringlet seen on June 17 and Marbled White on June 12). +++
Another species starting its season early is the Silver Spotted Skipper which I would not expect
until August. I have already noted Mike Gibbons sighting of one at Broughton Down last
Sunday, and now Rupert Broadway has reported finding one on Stockbridge Down on the
Saturday (July 19)
Further proof that White Admirals are doing well this year comes today from Sue Drewett who
lives on the edge of the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth and has for the first time ever had one
in her garden. My own garden in Havant has not seen anything so uncommon but the number
of resident Gatekeepers is close to ten and during the past week we have seen all three
common White species, Red Admital, Painted Lady, Peacock, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell
and Holly Blue +++
SUN 20 JULY
Returning to my car in the Havant Thicket carpark after a good walk a White Admiral glided over
my head to land in an oak above the car where it stayed to get the sun on its rather tatty wings.
Interestingly Ros Norton had phoned me last night and told me how the Havant Wildlife Group
had seen another White Admiral when walking by the Leigh Park Gardens lake yesterday
morning. In Havant Thicket Gatekeepers were present in hundreds with plenty of Meadow
Browns and a few now tatty Ringlets but relatively few other species - one or two Speckled
Wood, Large and Small Skippers.
Another moth found out of its normal environment this week was a Cream Spot Tiger which flew
into Brian Fellows’ house at Emsworth - Brian says it was reluctant to leave but he eventually
got it out.
SAT 19 JULY
Peter Eeles estimates that he saw more than 100 Silver Washed Fritillaries when he was in
Pamber Forest today, and that two thirds of them were egg laying females. Of these Peter
says .. ‘Each spent some time rummaging around the woodland floor (presumably checking for
the presence of violets) before flying to the nearest tree trunk to lay. The eggs appeared to be
laid at all heights - including one episode where he saw a female laying on the side of a ditch in theory - below ground level! One female laid 6 eggs on the same trunk at varying heights from about 2 feet up to 7 feet from ground level. Many of the eggs were laid close to moss
attached to the trunk - perhaps the moss provides some kind of micro-climate that benefits the
egg.’ I have no idea of any effect the moss might have on the egg but it should provide good
cover in which the caterpillar can hide for the eight months or so which it has to spend on the
trunk of the tree before climbing down to search for violets next spring. +++
In the same woodland Peter found 12 White Admirals and 23 Brimstones to show that the latter
are now emerging in strength. (though we should not expect to seen many of them as I gather
that they will quickly seek somewhere to sleep until next spring).

OTHER WILDLIFE

TUE 22 JULY
This afternoon I was called out by a phone call asking for my help in freeing an Adder which had
become trapped in some plastic netting. Arriving at the house in Southbrook Road at
Langstone I found, as I half expected, that the snake was a Grass Snake but it was clearly in
need of help to free it from a large ball of plastic netting through which it had threaded its body
until the fairly small mesh of the plastic had pulled tight around it. When it found it could not
move the snake seems to have further entangled itself and it took me more than ten minutes
with a large pair of scissors to cut the plastic away, eventually getting down to the threads
which were tight around the body. Luckily the plastic strands had not cut into the skin and I was
able to slide the pont of one blade of the scissors between the plastic and the snake skin and
allow the snake to shoot off into cover as its shackles were removed. I wonder how often that
happens? One thing that I learnt was that distressed Grass Snakes do emit a nasty smell of
rotting fish as one of their defences!
MON 21 JULY
A few days ago I predicted that some good fungi were likely to appear if we got rain and today
Richard Carpenter reports the first Oyster Mushrooms from Botley Woods where he also found
one of the bright red Russulas - the Beechwood Sickener or Russula mairei.
SUN 20 JULY
On the evening of July 18 Doug Robertson was taking his dog for an evening walk around the
village of Hambledon when he saw a group of Swifts in the sky and while looking at them he
spotted a group of 7 Noctule bats flying high above him. He then says that he went into bat
mode and before he got home he claims to have seen a Serotine, a couple of Common (Brown)
Long-eared Bats and a Daubentons Bat - maybe his route took him past Rushmere Pond to the
south of Hambledon which is about the only likely habitat for Daubentons in that area (which
may be wet enough in some winters as water pours off the hills but it a pretty waterless place at
this time of year). +++
This evening Doug was out again and saw 12 Noctules with the Swifts, and he has asked if there
is anyone in the area with a bat detector. No one has yet answered that request postively but
Simon Woolley has given him the website address for the Hampshire Bat Group which is
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/glio/index1.htm
Turning to something entirely different I see in Brian Fellows weekly newsletter for the Brook
Meadow Conservation Group at Emsworth that Brian this week came across a dead Water
Vole in the meadow, the corpse showing no sign of injury and weighing as much as a healthy
adult should weigh. Although there was no sign of injury he did find that the vole only had three
legs - one of the front pair was missing. Whether it had been born like that, or had suffered an
accident from which it had long ago recovered, he could not say. Maybe some expert will come
up with an opinion as to the cause of death - maybe not!
BIRDS

WEEK 29 JULY 14 – 20 (Edited Version)

FRI 18 JULY
A Curlew Sandpiper in summer plumage turned up at Farlington Marshes today and was seen by
Jason Crook who also saw three juvenile Little Egrets grouped together as if they had come
from the same nest, but without any adults with them - possibly indicating better than usual
breeding success in local colonies? Jason says that the first juvenile Egret he saw this year
was away from its nest at the beginning of July, but that was a single accompanied by both its
parents (the male still having the pinkish-red lores - the bare skin between eye and base of
upper bill - that show it is in breeding condition).
Another juvenile Egret turned up at Titchfield Haven today where it was seen by Richard
Carpenter. Also present at that reserve were the ongoing single Spoonbill, a female Mandarin
and the two Wood Sandpipers while it would seem that some of the Canada Geese which have
finished their moult are already back there - albeit only six of them so far, but that is the first
report I have seen of their presence at Titchfield since a count of 5 on April 27. +++
The Black-tailed Godwit count there today was 69, a good increase on the average of 40 or less

seen there over the past month and probably reflecting the arrival of birds back from Iceland.
(Since counts of 74 on June 5 and 62 on June 13 the highest count has been of 44 on July 5
though Icelandic birds have probably been arriving since John Shillitoe saw 5 in particularly
bright summer plumage on July 2).
At Sidlesham Ferry pool another report of just three Avocets seems to confirm that the pair which
nested there are now down to one juvenile. Also there was the first Spotted Redshank that I
have heard of in Pagham Harbour since June 16 (and with return of a Curlew Sandpiper to
Farlington Marshes the prospect of seeing them and Little Stints at Sidlesham draws closer).
+++
A pair of Turtle Doves were seen on the arms of a signpost showing the path from the west side of
Cobnor penninsula to Chidham (unless a new path has been created this must be at Nutbourne
Bay although it is reported as being along the Thorney Channel).
Here in Havant a Kingfisher was back on the Hermitage Stream near Bedhampton Mill - the first I
have seen since the winter birds departed. Further down that stream the summer moult flock of
Swans totalled exactly 50 (with one more seen on Bedhampton Mill Pool), and when I got to
Budds Farm Pools I was pleased to see that one female Tufted Duck still had all 9 tiny
ducklings which Mike Collins had seen on the evening of July 15. Another good brood of ten
Tufted ducklings was seen today by Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven. Still at Budds Farm
pools I saw the two full grown Shelduck juveniles but could not spot their two parents which
have remained with them up to now - maybe the adults were hidden but it is equally likely that
they have now left with many others for their communal summer moult on the Dutch coast. +++
At my home in Havant I heard the quiet call note of a Chiffchaff in my garden but for the first time
did not hear it sing at all - it too is probably feeling that its energies are more usefully employed
in growing a new set of feathers in which to face the coming winter (or possibly a migration
journey to avoid the cold). The Blackcap still gives very intermittent, very brief, bursts of song
and the Song Thrush is still very vocal in the cool of the early morning or late evening but the
only bird still putting his heart into the business of singing is the Greenfinch which continues to
make figure of eight song flights over the garden, twittering as loud as ever. Interestingly I see
that Derek Hale at Bembridge on the Isle of Wight yesterday heard the first brief burst of Cetti’s
Warbler song for more than a month but I doubt it will be in full voice until well into the autumn
proper. +++
THU 17 JULY
A bulletin of news from Bob Chapman at Farlington Marshes tells us that up to 200 Swallows now
come to roost in the reeds there each evening, with a steady trickle of Sand Martins now
passing south overhead. Bob is certain that the adult Cuckoos have now left but it will be a long
time before all the juveniles go. The bulletin also gives counts that I think are from last
Saturday’s WeBS count (July 12) though he does not give an exact date - for Black-tailed
Godwits he gives us a total of 235 birds (more than 150 of them being newly returned). The
Greenshank count was up to 35 and that of Redshank exceeded 300 while Dunlin were for the
first time in double figures with a total of 35 to match the Greenshank. +++
Possibly also made on July 12, but only stated as ‘last week’, was a count of 145 adult Med Gulls
in Langstone Harbour - the count being a joint effort by Jason Crook and Chris Cockburn. +++
Jason and others also have a lot to say on various aspects of gull-watching and counting. One
aspect concerns the juvenile gulls we are now seeing along the shores, with Jason reminding
us that these are not necessarily from local nesting colonies and are perhaps more likely to be
birds from across the channel (I remember the same thing last year when I saw my first
juvenile Black-headed Gulls and then met Chris Cockburn who was certain that no juveniles
had by then left their Langstone Harbour nests) +++
Another facet concerns Yellow-legged Gulls, with Jason saying that in recent years he has
noticed a small passage of juvenile Yellow-legged Gulls through Langstone Harbour at this
time of year, and that you are very likely to pick out a few of them if you have the time and right
viewing conditions to check out the large gull roost on the saltings between north Hayling and
the Warblington shore on a summer evening. I think he is also implying that the apparent clear
preference of certain gulls (e.g. Yellow-legged and Med) for a few very specific roost areas is
partly a function of the birds’ behaviour as they colonize new areas (as strangers in a strange

land they huddle together for safety and the company of their own kind) and is also partly a
function of the fact that bird-watchers only look for them in those ‘hot spots’. +++
WED 16 JULY
Another report of a juvenile Med Gull comes from Will Walmsley who was on the south Hayling
beach today looking over the bay - it was with six or more adults. One Yellow-legged and three
adult Common Gulls wee also seen with 5 Greenshank flying by. On his way home with John
Shillitoe they saw a typical post-breeding sight of a Little Owl sitting out for all to see on top of a
telegraph pole somewhere north of Portsdown (when nesting they usually become invisible to
the casual watcher but as soon as the young have left the nest they show well). +++
At Cams Bay in the evening Trevor Carpenter watched a Peregrine fly west over Fareham Creek
carrying what seemed to be a weighty prey item, slowing its flight. A single Whimbrel was in
the creek and a pre-roost gathering of more than 650 Starlings was in the area, reminding me
how much numbers of Starlings have decereased in recent years. When I went to the Thorney
Little Deeps on the evening of July 9 the powerlines crossing the fields there were laden with
what I estimated to be over 2000 Starlings which I took to be a normal number coming to roost
there but I guess that there are few places that now have that sort of flock. (and certainly not the
hundreds of thousands that used to descend on the St James Hospital area of Southsea in the
past)
Today’s messages have an interesting discussion of the increasing numbers of Yellow-legged
Gulls coming to the south coast at this time of year, and of their very specific choice of one or
two roost sites, totally disregarding others. +++
I think this started with a Birdguides anonymous report of 116 of these gulls at the Eling Great
Marsh roost at the top of Southampton Water (viewable across the water from Redbridge). If
true this count easily outstrips the previous Hampshire record for roost size which is given by
Trevor Carpenter as 72 birds at this same site in August 1998 though my notes reported a
count of 82 there on or just before 18 Aug 2001, but it still leaves Hampshire way behind its
neighbouring counties in terms of roost size as there were said to be 285 in Pagham Harbour
on 23 July 2000 and 230 on fields west of Selsey Bill (Sussex) on 8 Sept 2001, while Poole
Harbour in Dorset is expecting to have 600 this summer based on counts for recent years. +++
Most of these gulls only appear here in the autumn and are presumably birds that have come from
their normal breeding grounds in the Mediterranean, but some Yellow-legged Gulls have
started to breed (and interbreed with other species) in Holland and Germany, and I think a few
pairs now breed in Poole Harbour, so global warming may cause more and more of them to
move permanently northwards. +++
One of the interesting things about them is that they show very distinct habitat preferences. The
great majority of those that come here in the autumn go to very specific places - some to
Pagham Harbour, some to Poole Harbour and some to the Blashford Lakes in the Avon valley.
Having booked in at these ‘holiday hotels’ they may spend their days (as we do on our
holidays) taking day trips to local sites , but return each night to these crowded roosts. Those
at the Blashford Lakes seem to mingle with Lesser Blackbacks (which greatly outnumber the
Yellow-legs at that site) but in Poole Harbour we are told by James Lidster that .. ‘the birds are
really habitat specific and only congregate in 2 main areas, these are fairly shallow
bays/creeks, with reduced salinity and plenty of factoy roofs to sit on (at one of the sites at
least). These areas (Holes Bay and Swineham) are certainly not the best spots for Herrings or
LBBG's, in fact any birds that are there at this time of year are normally "bullied" into going
somewhere else. Interestingly our resident birds (1-3 pairs) never mingle with the summering
crowd and keep themselves well isolated even though they are less than 3 miles away.’ +++
In sharp distinction to this ‘package holiday crowd’ behaviour one or two of the Yellow-legs show
strong individuality. One of these likes a certain patch of mud off the Hook shore and has
returned there for each of the past three years to spend its holiday all alone, and I think there
are a few others of the same mind at the mouth of the River Adur in Sussex and elsewhere. At
one time a few choose to be in the Emsworth channel of Chichester Harbour but I have not
heard recent reports of them there.
A Cinnamon Teal was seen at Woolmer Pond by Mike Wearing today but this is thought to be just
one of a string of escapees from Bird World (situated just south of Farnham and not far north of

Woolmer) which have supplied waters in that area, including the Frensham ponds, with some
unusual birds over the years. (That is why the dead Avocet seen a Woolmer was not reported
as a wild bird)

TUE 15 JULY
A young contributor to this website, George Spraggs, has sent me an account of how he today
saw what sounds very like a pair of Pied Flaycatchers that have returned early to South Hayling
(incidentally Birds of Hampshire gives July 8 as the earliest recorded date for retunring birds),
George writes .. ‘today I saw what I first thought was two house martins and a pigeon on the
roof of the house next to my house (in Sinah Lane). I had a closer look with my binoculars and
saw three birds, a wood pigeon (this was good for size reference) and two other birds - one was
black on the back and white on the front like a house martin but it had long featherless black
legs and a pointed beak, the other was a light brown on the back and white on the front. Their
tails and wings did not sit together, and they made a noise that was not a house martin noise.
They are around the size of a sparrow. They flew off very fast and did not return I am 99% sure
that it was a pied flycatcher but my rspb book does not have Hayling as a place to see them on
their map.’ I have suggested that George checks out the Sinah Warren stables to see if they
have settled down there, but if anyone else has any sightings that would help to identify these
birds both George and I would like to hear from them.
Across the water on the Isle of Wight today Derek Hale was at Newtown Harbour where he has
consistently reported a flock of 100+ Canada Geese since June 18. Today his count was down
to 60+ which, combined with the fact that the month which the birds normally take to complete
their moult is now up, suggests to me that the Canada Geese are now ready to fly again and
that we will soon be seeing them flying around in ever-increasing flocks as they undertake their
‘going round in circles’ autumn migration journey. One can only hope that, when the music
stops in this game of ‘musical chairs’, the birds are not in your area and about to descend and
wreck the place. +++
Here in Havant Mike Collins went to Budds Farm Pools yesterday evening and found a female
Tufted Duck with a new brood of nine ducklings, and he thinks that aound nine of the Little
Grebe he saw there were newcomers that had only just flown in to replace some of the grebe
chicks hatched there this summer which have not survived to maturity. Mike asks if I know
what happened to the pair of Swans which nested there this year, but I am just as puzzled as
he is. On June 15 I saw the pair off the nest with two young cygnets but I have had no further
sightings. As I have not seen two adults with two (or even one) cygnets anywhere in the area I
can only assume that the young failed to survive and that the parents flew off to join the
summer moult flock on the nearby Hermitage Stream.
A current discussion about Woodpigeon movements (why are some birds apparently on the move
at the moment, and when to expect the massive movements that usually occur each autumn)
has answered a question that has been in the back of my mind for some years. In the past I
had come to believe that Woodpigeons were late breeders and that Woodpigeon song was
only to be heard in high summer, not in the winter and early spring, but of recent years I have
heard regular song from them in the early months of the year and have seen the occasional
woodpigeon eggshells to show that they have been nesting early. At this moment I have a fully
fledged juvenile Woodpigeon sitting in a cage on my lawn where it seems to be recovering from
a leg injury that allowed two children to pick it up and bring it to me. +++
The current discussion seems to indicate that there are a fair number of such juveniles already
flying, moving about in search of food. David Harper, of Sussex University, has shed light on
what’s going on by saying (or at least implying) that there are now two different types of
Woodpigeon - the old rural type which waits till the corn in the fields is nearly ripe before
breeding, ensuring that the fields will be well stocked with grain (before and afte harvest) when
their young fledge, and a new ‘urban Woodpigeon’ which has learnt to behave like the Collared
Doves, breeding all round the year in the knowledge that there is always food on offer in our
gardens, but in the process loosing contact with the established ‘rythym of the seasons’.

MON 14 JULY
Top news today comes from Sidlesham Common near Pagham Harbour where a Black-headed
Bunting arrived yesterday and was still present and singing today. Song presumably indicates
a male and so the bird should be unmistakeable, looking like a bright male Yellowhammer with
a jet black motor cycle helmet on its head. I presume that readers of my notes are, like myself,
not the sort to want to drop everything and dash to look at the bird (but take a keen interest in
knowing of its presence, perhaps hoping that the bird will come to them rather than the reverse)
so I will not repeat the detailed instructions for locating it but the map reference given (SZ
838999) is on a public path starting from the road south through Donnington and going west
past Jury Farm to the Wittering road which it reaches just south of Birdham Farm. +++
I see that this species has only one Hampshire record dated 28 May 1993 when a Mrs Gawthorpe
noticed it in her garden in Morelands Road at Purbrook (Waterlooville) and called Gary Wearn
(a birder that some of you may well have met on walks around Langstone Southmoor) to
confirm it. That too was an adult male. Strangely enough a female of the species had spent
some time visiting a garden in Grateley (near Andover) during the second half of March in that
same year, and was found dead there on April 4. Although there was no doubt of the bird’s
identity the winter date and the bird’s behaviour made it very likely to have been an escaped
cagebird and so was not officially recorded.
SUN 13 JULY
Martin Hampton counted some 40 Swifts circling in a screaming party over central Havant this
evening, and yesterday evening Brian noted an estimated 60 of them over Emsworth at dusk..
It is difficult to interpret the actions of these birds but I’m pretty sure that the majorty of these
birds are not current breeders in the areas where they are seen. Possibly they are attracted
there because they were hatched in that area (a sort of school re-union), but I prefer to keep to
my phantasy (see my notes of July 4) of Swifts living in a ‘Jack in the Beanstalk’ magic world
high in the sky and undetectable from the ground, but having to descend into our worl for the
practical purposes of breeding and to take advantage of better food supplies than are available
in the stratosphere. Two other possible, but purely conjectural, reasons for some of the birds
to descend from the stratosphere are (a) for young non-breeding birds to check out possible
nest sites for next year - this was put forward by Chris Mead and (b) to have a chat with the
birds tied to the ground as parents - all sorts of things might be discussed, including plans for
the coming migration south. +++
Martin, who lives in Lymbourn Road backing on to the Townend House carpark on the Hayling
Billy line, also comments on bird song - particularly the persistence of Blackcap and Goldcrest
song, suggesting that the Blackcap song may indicate a failure to find a mate and breed. Both
I and Tony Gutteridge have suggested the same thing in respect of one particular Lesser
Whitethroat on our Warblington farm CBC plot, and I have suggested the same thing in relation
to a Green Woodpecker which each year flies long distances around the area, calling from
different places, but I am no longer sure that failure to find a partner is a reliable reason for
persistent singing. A Blackcap which still sings regularly around my garden almost certainly
has a mate (I’ve seen the female as well as the male coming to eat raspberries in my garden),
and the Green Woodpecker still continues to roam widely despite having a mate and nest, so I
think the only valid reason for persistent singing is that the male is in good health, his hormones
are still turned on, and he probably does not have a nest nearby which he wishes to conceal.
Lack of a mate may well cause a bird to tick the yes box on all three of the above questions, but
it is not an exclusive reason for singing.
Colin Allen found an adult female Red-breasted Merganser on the shore of Southampton Water
today, near the Scout Hut at Hythe, and commented that this was an early date for this species
to be back (they are not normally seen in any numbers until October), but my immediate
reaction was that this was probably a summering bird which never left us with the others,
staying here out of laziness and not with any intention of breeding. Some of the other species
which do this, but have never been known to breed here, are recognised to do so in the
Hampshire Bird Report (Wigeon, Pintail, Eider, Common Scoter and Goldeneye all have a
phrase in their ‘species status description’ indicating that you may come across them in the

summer) but despite the explicit statement in the 1997 HBR that ‘two Merganser summered in
Langstone Harbour and one in Portsmouth Harbour’, and the implict summering shown by the
tables of monthly counts through the year which for almost every year show that some birds
were present in Hampshire in each summer month, the status description for the Merganser
still says that the species is a winter visitor and passage migrant only. +++
While we have the Hythe Scout Hut in mind I wonder if anyone knows where the Emperor Goose
which was at one time there, after a long sojourn in the Emsworth area and subsquent forays
up the Test Valley, has got to? My records show that its last sighting in Hampshire was by
Colin Allen back at the Scout Hut on 21 Aug 2002 - it could have moved to East Sussex as
there was one at Rye on 30 Dec 2002. +++
On July 12 (yesterday) Graham Osborne visited the Hayling Oysterbeds where he could only see
some 20 Little Terns out of the 240 or so that arrived to nest in May. At least one family of
Common Terns were still feeding their two chicks there with more than 20 other adults in that
area.
SAT 12 JULY
We have been hearing of growing numbers of Common Sandpiper at most coastal sites recently
and I am grateful to Graham Osborne for telling me that there were three at the Hayling
Osyterbeds today - the first I have heard of there this year though we had wintering birds in and
around Langstone Harbour last winter, then the migrants moving north from Apr 14 to June 4
and only a pause of about 18 days before they started to appear again on June 22 (since when
they have been seen almost daily, though the sightings have been spread over a wide range of
sites). +++
Graham could only see 2 Egrets at the Oysterbeds, but elsewhere I detect indications that the
rapid swell of their numbers that we expect in July and August is already under way. At Hook
today Bob Marchant had 8, in contrast to no sightings at all in June and only one of a single bird
in May. Fareham Creek, despite having a small breeding colony nearby, has not produced any
count higher than 7 birds throughout the April, May and June period, but today Trevor
Carpenter could see 14 Egrets (albeit some out in Portsmouth Harbour), and in Emsworth
Harbour where there had been none reported in May and June there were 7 counted by Brian
Fellows on July 8.
Other sightings by Trevor at Fareham Creek today included two Whimbrel, 37 Redshank and a
proud pair of Swans which nested on the golf course lake, hatched six cygnets on or before
June 7 and still have all six alive just over a month later. Trevor asks if it is common for Swans
to keep all their cygnets, and my answer would be that it is not usual but is not a rare
occurrence - it depends partly on luck but mainly on the age and experience of the parents.
Swans seem to have far less instinct for parenthood than do most birds and when they first
start breeding they can do things like building a reasonable nest and then laying their eggs
outside it, but the stage at which experience really counts is when the cygnets are newly
hatched and the parents have to defend the young against organised attacks by a group of
foxes - one fox distracting the parents attention while the others nip in and take the cygnets.
Experienced parents know that safety from foxes lies in moving the young as quickly as
possible from a nest which is often surrounded by vegetation to a place where there is not only
weed to feed the youngsters but clear open space around so that foxes cannot creep up on
them unseen. Another good ploy is have have a nest on an island with open water around, but
the water alone will not deter the foxes so if the island is covered with vegetation (as at
Aldsworth Pond) the foxes can swim out to it and approach unseen. If the pond at which they
nested is the one created on the edge of Fareham Creek as a water hazard for the golf course
it is probably an ideal Swan nest site with excellent visibility of approaching predators across
the well mown fairways around it on the landward side and a quick escape to the deep water of
the creek in times of emergency.
This morning I have been to the Portsmouth IBM site for the monthly WeBS count of birds on the
lake, which are recorded as part of the Portsmouth Harbour total. The big news there is that
the second pair of Swans which settled to nest at the east end of the lake, some 800 metres
distant from the senior pair at the west end, have hatched four cygnets which are now well
grown (hatched perhaps a fortnight later than the other pair’s brood) and today I saw both

families having 5 and 4 cygnets respectively but still keeping to their own areas out of sight of
each other. I did not see any Great Crested Grebes today, and I do not think they have nested
this year, but while I was there I was told that two of these Grebes have been on the lake
recently, +++
The Canada Goose count today was 163 compared to 173 last month, and I did not see the family
group which Kevin saw earlier this week (all the birds I saw were in ‘adult plumage’). Tufted
Duck numbers were up from 9 in May and 12 in June to 23 today plus 9 ducklings - some of the
23 were probably hatched this year and already looking like adults. Little Grebe are also doing
well with with three of the five pairs that I detected having young with them. +++
Autumn passage was marked by the presence of one Common Sandpiper and a party of 15
Lapwing, and I heard from one of the Security Guards that at least one Kingfisher (probably a
juvenile) has returned to the site only to be found dead after flying into a window. +++
A spectacular newcomer to the site is an Eagle Owl, placed on the highest point of the roof above
building C (and best seen from the main reception). I suppose it is intended to deter feral
pigeons, but while I was looking at the pottery owl I heard a commotion around me and found
that a male Sparrowhawk had just come over the roof, dropped down on the main reception
lake area in the hope of catching prey there, but then gone back over the buildings empty
taloned - the number of Feral Pigeons that had taken wing to escape the hawk showed that
they feared him a lot more than the owl. +++
Other birds present included a single Cormorant actively fishing, one Egret, two Herons, and
close on 200 Black-headed Gulls with 6 juveniles - there was also one Lesser Blackback adult.
PLANTS

FRI 18 JULY
Traveller’s Joy (aka Old Man’s Beard) was in full flower today at Bedhampton where I also saw my
first Creeping Yellow-cress in flower and the very first tiny, tight flower buds on Ivy. In the
Hermitage Stream Water Plantain had been in flower for some time but there was still a good
show of Buttonweed with my first sight of Gipsywort flowers. Near the stream the many fruits
on the Mulberry tree were starting to turn pink but will not be black and juicy for some time yet,
unlike the huge crop of fruit, some red, some yellow, on Cherry Plum trees (I had to pick the
best part of a kilogram that were obstructing my entrance into the old IBM playing fields through
the now unlocked gate leading from Southmoor Lane opposite the road coming down from
Budds Mound). +++
On the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ I could not find a single flower left on the Lathyrus hirsutus but the
plants were thickly covered in seed pods - some still green, others almost black. +++
By the Brockhampton stream the ‘forest’ of Guernesy Fleabane has now re-appeared but only a
few of the plants have grown sufficiently to flower yet
TUE 15 JULY
Having to visit Hayling Island today I made a quick check on the Sinah Common Pale Toadflax
site where the first flowers were just opening, and had a look at the Childing Pink site where, as
I expected, I could only detect two or three completely dead plants with husks for flowerheads.
By my reckoning the plants at this site are at the peak of their flowering in early June (I saw
them flourishing on June 2 this year and last year my peak count was on June 11 with all but
one of the plants dead by June 30). This early flowering is in contradiction of the July-August
flowering period given in Rose’s Wildflower Key, but at the Pagham beach site I think they do
flower much later.
MON 14 JULY
Recently when Brian Fellows found Guernsey Fleabane flowering in Emsworth on Jul 4 but could
not find a single plant at the Brockhampton Stream (where it grew en masse last summer) I
wrote in my notes for July 5 that I thought his plant at Emsworth was just an early one rather
than that the species had disappeared as quickly as it arrived in the Langstone Harbour area
and today I found good evidence to support this view. Walking through Havant I found
Guernsey Fleabane coming up everywhere (particularly all along the foot of the north wall of

the multi-storey carpark off Park Road South - see it when you next pull in to park illegally on
street while you dash into McDonald’s!).
Early this morning I looked out of my bedroom window and saw three or four bright yellow flowers
open on a tall plant of Prickly Lettuce growing by my front gate. Some three hours later, going
out to change the weekly posters at the garden gate, every one of those flowers was dead and
gone - you had to look hard to distinguish the ‘deadheads’ which had flowered from the closed
buds that had not yet opened. This explains something that has always puzzled me - why it is
that you can watch these plants all through the flowering season and very rarely catch them in
flower. It would seem that each flower only opens for a few hours early in the morning of one
day and then drops its petals and closes (hopefully developing seed within the reclosed calyx).
SAT 12 JULY
Mike Harris visited Martin Down today and found Round Headed Rampion in flower along with
Harebells and Dropwort. The latter two have already been reported, and since hearing from
Mike I have been told that the Rampion was out on Catherington Down earlier this week but
Mike did find Self-Heal with white as well as purple flowers - in the past I have even seen plants
on chalk with pink flowers.
Having been to the IBM Portsmouth site this morning before writing these notes I can tell you that
the only new flowering there which surprised me was a stand of Canadian Goldenrod flowering
on the outer of the two islands. Crossing to the islands I enjoyed a swathe of genuine Yellow
Loosestrife flowering along the lake edge near the ford, and the Great Reedmace was holding
up its well separated male and female flowers in many places (but I did not notice any of the
Lesser Reedmace that can also be found there - nor any sign of the Small Melilot which once
had a fine stand behind the lake pumphouse). +++
Some of the Centaury that is common on the site had white flowers, and much of the Yellow-wort
that is dominant there had already withered from drought and heat though there was plenty of
Pale Flax and one of the grass banks below the offices was covered with Blue Fleabane just
starting its sumer season. I even found Stone Parsley flowers open on some plants that had
been mown, but my personal pick of the bunch was the Wild Parsnip that is now flowering in
abundance +++
Two of the site’s rarities were noted as ‘surviving’ - one flower on a tiny tuft of the Hairy Bird’s Foot
Trefoil overhanging a roadside kerb edge and surviving thanks to close mowing of the grass
around it, and the seed pods of the one plant of Rough Mallow that I found last month had
suvived mowing elsehwere by hanging over the edge of a flowerbed. One garden escape that
still flourishes on the site is the relative of Sea Holly called Eryngium x tripartitum - this stands
tall among rough grass in more than one place, holding up its grey blue flowers.
In the Hollybank Woods today Brian Fellows remarked on Sweet Chestnut flowers - this is about
the latest comon tree to flower each year but I expect some flowers were out before the end of
June though this is the first report of them that I have received. +++
At Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter found Square-stalked Willowherb in flower, and on the
shore at Browndown (where traces of the Nottingham Catchfly could still be found) he saw Sea
Holly and Sea Lavender in flower.
INSECTS

FRI 18 JULY
A morning stroll around the south west parts of Havant this mornng gave me 12 species of
butterfly without even trying to look for them. All three white species were seen with many
Gatekeepers and Meadow Browns plus a single Speckled Wood and a couple of Marbled
Whites to represent the browns. The Vanessids included Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Small
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Comma and I also saw several Common Blues and just one (very
small looking) Holly Blue. Before setting out I had seen a female Stag Beetle in my garden - my
first female of the year.
A couple of other minor items of info from the HWT website tells us that White Admirals have been
seen at the Swanwick nature reserve beside the Hamble river, while at Farlington Marshes Bob
Chapman confirms the the second brood of Common Blues are now on the wing

WED 16 JULY
The first was a report of a Large Tortoiseshell seen twice on the Kent shoreline near the golf
course at Sandwich, suggesting that it had arrived from the continent. Most reports of this
species seen in this country are clearly cases of mistaken identity, and I have never previously
thought about the species existing on the continent. I now find that it does occur on the
continent and does occasionally arrive here so there is I suppose hope that one day it will
recolonise southern England. This possibility of migrant arrivals (whether intentional or wind
blown) causes me to re-consider the truth of one past report of one seen on Hayling Island.
Can anyone tell me the status of this butterfly on the continent - does it flourish there or is it on
the verge of extinction as over here? +++
The second migrant report was also of a butterfly - just one of the Clouded Yellows which I
thought were about to reach us in force but which have so far failed to do so. This one was
seen on the Scillies on July 11. +++
The third item caught my eye because I first learnt of the existence of the species concerned
when Pete Durnell found one at his moth trap while he was living at Northney on Hayling Island,
not much more than a mile south of my home. This is a moth named Tree Lichen Beauty, and
this is what I wrote, on 6 Aug 2001, about that find .. ‘Pete Durnell tells me that about a week
ago he was lucky enough to have a Tree-lichen Beauty (Cryphia algae) moth come to his moth
light at Northney on Hayling Island and he believes this is only the sixth Hampshire record of
this species, and the second seen on Hayling Island. Unless you have some specialist books
you won't be able to see what this moth looks like but I see that it is closely related (same
genus) to the Marbled Beauty which is illustrated in my copy of Chinery's Collins Guide to
Insects, and that the first one to be identified in Hampshire was taken at Southsea in August
1991 by John Langmaid. As the caterpillars of the Marbled Beauty feed on lichen it is a fair
guess that theTree-lichen Beauty feeds on tree lichens, and maybe these recent finds reflect
better air-quality in recent years, bringing more lichen back to our trees?’
My RSNC Guide to Butterflies (Jeremy Thomas) shows the life cycle of the Wood White butterfly
as having just two short flight periods, a main one starting in late May and ending before June
is out, then a secondary (which does not occur each year and only brings out a very small
proportion of the offspring of the June fliers) at the beginning of August. According to this
pattern of their life-cycle no Wood Whites should be on the wing in mid-July yet Pete Irvine saw
three fresh looking specimens at Witley Common in Surrey today, and saw one egg-laying
there last Saturday. +++
This year, however, the first sightings at the Botany Bay woodland near Chiddingfold were on Apr
27 and May 4, continuing to June 9 when six were seen there, so it would seem that the insects
life cycle has been moved forward by a whole month and the insects now being seen are the
offspring of those that came out in early May. I am not sure how that ties in with a sighting by
Pete at Witley Common of a very tatty specimen on July 6 which must have been the very last
survivor of the first generation
TUE 15 JULY
Andrew Brookes tells me that Theo Roberts was out in the Southwick Woods north of Portsdown
yesterday and watched a Purple Emperor have a skirmish with a Silver Washed Fritillary before
it landed to give him a good look at it. This was in the area called Portland Coppice through
which the east-west footpath from Newlands Farm towards Lyeheath Farm passes after
crossing the north-south line of the Wayfarer’s Way which also goes through these woods.
+++
In the same area Theo found no White Admirals but watched one of 14 Silver Washed Fritillaries
lay four eggs (the lowest about 23 cm above ground level) on the trunk of an Ash tree which
had the necessary clump of violets at its foot, thus starting a really fascinating tale of survival.
The eggs, which are laid individually in separate places - perhaps a good example of not
putting all one’s eggs in the same basket! - hatch in about a fortnight. Emerging from its egg
the minute caterpillar has just one big meal, eating up its eggshell, before hiding away in a
crevice in the bark of the tree and staying there in suspended animation for some eight months
(if it escapes the beak of a Treecreeper or other predator). As the air warms in early spring and
the violet leaves begin to grow it stirs itself into action, climbs down the tree and sets off across

the woodland floor. Whether or not it has any sense of smell or other sense to guide it to a
clump of violets I know not, but its only chance of survival is to find a violet plant on which it
feeds for a couple of months until it is nearly 4cm long, when it pupates (on the same violet
plant) and takes another three weeks to turn into a beautiful Silver Washed Fritillary. +++
In the same note from Andrew Brookes he tells me of a new food plant found for its offspring by a
Comma butterfly. At one time I thought the only regular foodplant used by Commas was
nettle, then I learnt that the also eat (and probably prefer) Hops if they can find them, and on
checking my caterpillar book I see it also mentions Elm and sometimes Sallow as foodplants.
However this menu has now been extended by one adventurous butterfly in Cosham, which
was seen by Joy Gibbs to lay its eggs on leaves of the dwarf ornamental Golden Elm called
Ulmus wredei. I wonder if the butterflies which emerge will also be ‘ornamentally enhanced’ perhaps with a gold rather than a silver comma mark on the underwing?
Also on the BC website Piers Vigus tells us that the thistles of south Dorset are currently alive with
Painted Lady caterpillars, and he suggests that it is probably worth looking for them anywhere
since they make such good pets - (his actual words tell us they are .. ‘Fun and easy to rear at
home too’ - but he does not describe the fun aspect sufficiently to get me going). My caterpillar
book tells me that the caterpillars can be found on the leaves of Carduus and Cirsium species
of thistle, where they use a form of spider’s web thread to roll the leaves into a protective tent
within which they feed (perhaps watching that being done is the fun ?). The caterpillars
maximum size is 28mm and they are black in colour, enlivened by small forked hairs on the
back of the body which can be pale yellowish but can also be dark, and there is a yellowish line
along the side of the body just above the legs. As well as thistles they can sometimes be found
on Mallow or Nettle.
Having to spend much of today tied to my computer to keep up with my notes I am grateful to a
Small Tortoiseshell that actually flew into the room where I am working to see how I was getting
on before flying out again, and to a Holly Blue which came to the dining room window twice
during lunch time. Earlier, taking my breakfast cup of tea in the garden, I watched an early in
the day Gatekeeper around some Marjoram, and saw what must have been a Green Veined
White egglaying along the edge of the lawn (no crucifers there to attract a female Cabbage
White, Large or Small), and yesterday I watched a Red Admiral on a similar mission attaching
her eggs to fresh nettles in a patch which I had been trying to eradicate so they will have to stay
there for another year! Also yesterday, cycling down the Hayling Billy line in the evening, I
noticed a Southern Hawker dragonfly investigating the passers by at head height (and probably
getting a good meal of the many flies that I kept riding into).
Passing quickly from that distant scene to a much more local one Brian Fellows was today in the
Hollybank Woods abutting north Emsworth and noted three White Admirals in separate
locations (top score so far this year for these urban fringe woods) and he also encountered a
Southern Hawker Dragonfly operating a checkpoint on one of the woodland rides, not allowing
anyone to pass without close inspection.
OTHER WILDLIFE

WED 16 JULY
With August fast approaching the newspapers will soon be desperate for news and Russell Wynn
has just the sort of thing they need when he tells us on Hoslist how a friend of his recently saw
the corpse of a Wild Boar lying by a Dorset road. I recall covering the subject of Wild Boar on
more than one occasion in the past, and picking up stories of these creatures thriving in both
Kent and Dorset but strangely not in Hampshire - the true home of the Wild Boar (as depicted in
sculpture at Winchester and embodied in the true name of real Hampshiremen who are known
as Hampshire Hogs). +++
I think both the Kent and Dorset populations derive from animals that have escaped from recent
introductions - brought in for so called zoos or ‘exotic meat’ farming (fancy an ‘Ostrich and Boar
meat’ sandwich at some excessive price?) - and I hope these ‘illegal immigrant’ creatures do
not invade Hampshire and pollute the pure stock of the Hampshire hogs which must be out
there somewhere unless the polecats have got them. +++

SUN 13 JULY
After the current heatwave a day or more of heavy showers is predicted in the middle of the
coming week and by next weekend there could be a great display of fungi, particularly in
woodland, but even in today’s drought a couple of Parasol Mushrooms had managed to push
up in the Botley Woods to be found by Richard Carpenter.
SAT 12 JULY
In the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth today Brian Fellows spotted a Roe doe with two kids before
their poor eyesight had detected him (and he was presumably down wind of them). Standing
motionless the deer could not distinguish him from the trees and came much closer but as soon
as he made a move to lift his camera they sensed danger and were off. I think twin kids are
quite normal for Roe and have read that they can have triplets - has anyone ever found a
mother with triplets?
If you have ever used the Park and Ride service which starts from the IBM North Harbour carpark
and takes you down to shop in Portsmouth you will know the small carpark at the east end of
the massive carparking for the IBM site which is the place where you catch the bus. While I
was at the IBM site this morning and chatting to one of the security guards whom I have known
for a good few years he told me that, about a month ago. he was driving towards this carpark
and clearly saw in his headlights a Roe doe dash across the road followed by a tiny kid. +++
To get there the deer must have come through a good mile or more of built up area, but this is not
the first time Roe have been seen on the site (one summer a deer could be seen most
mornings coming down to drink at the lake, and on another occasion when I still took school
parties around the site a whole class were delighted to see a deer dash from the long grass as
they approached). My guess is that these animals have strayed onto the motorway where it
crosses the shoulder of Portsdown and then hustled downhill by the traffic until they find shelter
in the IBM site, and I guess it was one such animal that happened to get driven here when due
to drop her kid. +++
The current attaction during night duty is to watch a family of Fox cubs that come out at the
extreme west end of the carparks after dark.

BIRDS

WEEK 28 JULY 7 - 13

SAT 12 JULY
Before writing these notes on Saturday morning I have been to the Portsmouth IBM site for the
monthly WeBS count of birds on the lake, which are recorded as part of the Portsmouth
Harbour total. The big news there is that the second pair of Swans which settled to nest at the
east end of the lake, some 800 metres distant from the senior pair at the west end, have
hatched four cygnets and today I saw both families having 5 and 4 cygnets respectively but still
keeping to their own areas out of sight of each other. I did not see any Great Crested Grebes
today, and I do not think they have nested this year, but while I was there I was told that two of
these Grebes have been on the lake recently, +++
The Canada Goose count today was 163 compared to 173 last month, and I did not see the family
group which Kevin saw earlier this week (all the birds I saw were in ‘adult plumage’). Tufted
Duck numbers were up from 9 in May and 12 in June to 23 today plus 9 ducklings - some of the
23 were probably hatched this year and already looking like adults. Little Grebe are also doing
well with with three of the five pairs that I detected having young with them.
Autumn passage was marked by the presence of one Common Sandpiper and a party of 15
Lapwing, and I heard from one of the Security Guards that at least one Kingfisher (probably a
juvenile) has returned to the site only to be found dead after flying into a window. +++
A spectacular newcomer to the site is an Eagle Owl, placed on the highest point of the roof above
building C (and best seen from the main reception). I suppose it is intended to deter feral
pigeons, but while I was looking at the pottery owl I heard a commotion around me and found
that a male Sparrowhawk had just come over the roof, dropped down on the main reception
lake area in the hope of catching prey there, but then gone back over the buildings empty
taloned - the number of Feral Pigeons that had taken wing to escape the hawk showed that

they feared him a lot more than the owl. +++
Other birds present included a single Cormorant actively fishing, one Egret, two Herons, and
close on 200 Black-headed Gulls with 6 juveniles - there was also one Lesser Blackback adult.
FRI 11 JULY
The story of the Squacco Heron just won’t go away - Trevor Carpenter says he now knows who it
was who claims to have seen and positively identified the bird at 4:30am on June 21. As this
person is refusing to reveal their identity Trevor is not saying who it is but he does say that he
respects this persons birding skills and believes that the bird was there. I still stick to my
position, which is that anyone who wants to make a public announcement of a claim to have
seen a noteworthy bird should not do so anonymously, leaving the people who are interested in
the claim with no means of judging its veracity. Of course it may be that the person who saw
the bird did not make the announcement, and I fully accept that everyone has a right to withold
their news, though they should report it to the county recorder and ask for it to be kept
confidential. If this announcement was made by some unauthorised third party then I must
apologixe for making the situation worse by harping on about it, but I am sure I am not alone in
disliking anonymous announcemernts which lack any evidence for the claimed identification.
Derek Hale found some 30 Little Terns at Yarmouth Harbour today, far from any nesting colony,
marking the end of another year’s attempt by these birds to maintain a foothold on this planet
for their species. Hopefully they managed to generate a few replacements for the ageing adult
birds in other places than Rye, and that the total disaster they met with at the Hayling
Oysterbeds was not typical. +++
At Newtown Harbour on April 17 Derek found some 30 Med Gulls but on Apr 23 there were only
three there, and Derek’s next three visits to this site gave us news of just one pair nesting there
and producing a single chick by June 26. Today that chick was still present, fledged but not yet
flown from the nest, and I suspect that may be the case at other places where these birds have
nested as there have been plenty of reports of ginger juvenile Black-headed Gulls away from
their nests but so far none of the ‘black and white’ young Med Gulls. I would think we will be
seeing them along the shores before long ...
THU 10 JULY
An Osprey was reported moving south over Wallers Haven in the Pevensey Levels east of
Eastbourne today and it is tempting to jump to the conclusion that this is a bird about to leave
the country on its autumn journey south, but I see that, after a gap of a month from April 25 to
May 24 when there were no reports of Osprey in the south of England, one or more Osprey
have been seen in at least five differnt areas of Hampshire or Sussex. On May 24 Tom Grose
saw one fly over Curdridge near Southampton and there were two reports from Titchfield
Haven on that day. That bird may have flown east as one was seen over Arlington Reservoir in
East Sussex on both May 25 and 26. May 28 brought another report of one going east over
Titchfield Haven then on June 8 and June 12 one flew south down the Hampshire Avon near
Ibsley before it (or another) went north west over Noar Hill near Selborne. My conclusion is that
non-breeding Ospreys may in future years take to spending their summers in the south of
England - and that could lead to them nesting here. I will wait until one has been seen to fly out
to sea, or at least settled in at one the coastal staging sites, before thinking that Osprey
passage has started.
I don’t think Rock Pipits share the same view of parental responsibility with Kingfishers, and I
suspect that young Pipits will stay around the nests where they were hatched, will probably be
fed by their parents, for some time after leaving the nest. So a Rick Pipit seen on the beach at
Pett (where they do not breed) was probably a sign that non-breeding or failed parent birds are
now dispersing to ‘winter quarters’. I wonder who will be the first to see one back on the
Langstone Harbour shores?
One likely candidate for finder of the first returning Rock Pipit is of course Bob Chapman, and he
has today put out his latest news bulletin from Farlington Marshes in which he says that some
of the Black-tailed Godwit that are now arriving at the Marshes have been seen to come from
the north, and he suggests that these birds may well have just completed a non-stop flight from
Iceland as they drop into the lake and set about eating and drinking to replenish their
exhausted bodies. This may sound to be pure guesswork (or even wishful thinking), but one

fact that has come out of the intensive study (by Pete Potts and others) of these birds both here
and in Iceland is that one or more colour ringed birds have been recorded here in the Solent,
and then the same individual birds seen back at their nest sites in Iceland, with such a short
time between the two sightings that the bird must have flown non-stop from the Solent to
Iceland - and if they do it when going north they could well do the same coming south.
Furthermore, I think it is true that there are no known staging points for the birds on this route.
Such journeys make the Tour de France look like a Sunday afernoon stroll instead of one of the
great feats of human endurance, but of course the Black-tails have only a short hop of a
journey here from Iceland compared to the migration journey of some Bar-tailed Godwits which
go almost from the north to the south pole non-stop, and are said to burn a large part of their
own bodies (internal lining of the stomach, etc) in addition to all the fat supplies they
accumulate in advance of the flight. +++
More factual news from Bob is that the Godwit flock (that can now be seen at the Farlington lake
when each high tide drives the birds there from the harbour) numbers in excess of 200. With
them are around 300 Redshank and around the reserve up to 15 Greenshank, 5 Green
Sandpipers and 6 Common Sandpipers can be seen. Another indication of autumn at the
marshes was the presence of an early returning male Redstart seen last Saturday (July 5) several days before John Shillitoe’s sighting of one at Old Winchester Hill on July 8
Here is south east Hampshire John Gowen led one of our local nature rambles from Blendworth
(east of Horndean) to the top of Blendworth Down where the Chalton Windmill is a well known
sight to travellers on the A3 just north of the end of the A3M. They had a lovely evening for the
outing and brought back the good news that at least one Corn Bunting was still singing in this
traditional site (though no news of any Hares which were also resident year not many years
back - they did see a Fox and Roe deer, though)
WED 09 JULY
Two Spoonbills were present at Titchfield Haven today, both of them wearing colour rings on their
legs - one has the letters AC and arrived today (after being seen at Farlington Marshes
yesterday evening), the other has LNand flew in yesterday. A similarly colour ringed Spoonbill
(id letters not known) was in Poole Harbour a few weeks ago, arriving in the afternoon after a
similarly ringed bird was disturbed that morning in Wales, so there may be more birds of this
batch around the country (alternatively they can’t make up their minds where to settle). +++
Spoonbills are becoming regular visitors to the south coast, with the Haven and Pagham Harbour
as two of the most frequently visited sites, though they can turn up anywhere - for example we
had one in the Emsworth area from 5 Nov 2002 until at least 1 Jan 2003. I saw that one, a first
winter bird, fishing off the Warblington shore and many people watched it within Emsworth Mill
Pond when it was drained in mid-December. +++
Most Spoonbills are seen singly or in small groups of 2 or 3 birds, but on 22 Oct 2000 a group of
ten flew over Church Norton and on 1 Nov 2001 a flock of 13 flew low above people on the
shore near Lymington (the previous night I think one of those roosted with the Egrets here at
Langstone Wade Court though it was too dark to be sure - the most ditinctive feature was that
it flew with its neck straight, not curled back like an Egret). +++
Doug Robertson, taking an evening walk around Hambledon, saw a much rarer bird fly west over
the village and got a good enough view to be sure that it was an immature Great White Egret.
He says .. ‘It was a non-breeding adult/immature bird with a pale yellow bill, and very long dark
(not black) legs’. +++
Unlike the Spoonbills which usually settle down somewhere where everyone can have a good
look at them Great White Egrets are usually seen in flight at dusk but they do occasionally let
people see them clearly on the gound. Looking back at the reports which have come to my
notice in the past year I have one ‘flying from the Pevensey Levels at dusk’ on Apr 5, an
anonymous report of one ‘flying by’ at Climping Beach near the mouth of the R.Arun at
Littlehampton (and a similar undated report of one at Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight about that
time). On 30 Sept 2002 two of them flew from Waltham Brooks, further up the Arun, again at
dusk but on Sept 14 one was seen on the mud in Pagham Harbour standing alongside a Little
Egret for comparison. That sounds pretty convincing but previous report, on Aug 5, is again of
one only glimpsed flying over Gosport towards Portsmouth Harbour. +++

Coming to more mundane matters I cycled to the Thorney Great Deeps, down the west shore, this
evening and saw at least 20 (probably 25) Greenshank which at been resting peacefully on
both sides of the Great Deeps until something spooked them and they all went up into the air
with a few Redshank and Oystercatcher. At the Little Deeps the Swan pair still have five
cygnets, and in the reeds north of them I happened to pick out a bird briefly resting on top of the
reeds with what looked like a mouthful of food for young and this could have been a Cetti’s
Warbler - the upper plumage was a very dark brown colour with no markings that I could see.
On my way home past the Slipper Pond I had a very brief snatch of Robin song, and over
Emsworth twn centre some 20 or more Swifts were screaming around. I went home via the
Wade Court Egret roost where I could see ten Egrest in the trees but with the tide high it was
unlikely that more would arrive. One Reed Warbler was still muttering by Langstone pond on
which the Swan pair still have their one cygnet. +++
Arriving home I found a message from Mike Wearing telling me that at least one pair of Herring
Gulls has nested successfully in the Burrfields Road area of Portsmouth - they have two chicks.
The message mentioned that the nest was near the bridge which takes Burrfields road over the
railway, and there are plenty of large industrial buildings on the north side of the road
thereabouts which could host a colony of gulls. This is the first I have heard of any gulls nesting
hereabouts (though I have heard of nests in Old Portsmouth closer to the sea last year)
TUE 08 JULY
Coming to current facts I see that the total of Green Sandpiper at the Lower Test Marshes is now
up to 16 according to Doug Munts who was there today. Doug also saw a Snipe which may not
be unusual there at this time of year as they may well breed in the Test Valley and certainly do
in the nearby New Forest, but the sight of one at Titchfield Haven (officially reported on their
website) is a significant marker in the return of such birds to winter quarters (the last time I
know of one being seen at the Haven was on Apr 13, and I am not aware of any breeding
thereabouts). Has anyone seen a Snipe back at Farlington Marshes yet?
At Farlington Marshes this evening Roger Webb not only saw the Spoonbill “AC” which went on to
Titchfield Haven, but also listed 9 Greenshank, 3 Green and 2 Common Sandpipers and 2 Little
Ringed Plover plus a Cuckoo which he describes as ‘late’ but I think the old rhyme gives the
Cuckoo till August when ‘go he must’ (and of course this year’s young birds will still be here in
September or even October). The difference that July brings to the Cuckoos life is that they fall
silent and spend their time gobbling up hairy caterpillars - as the first Brown-tail moth has only
just emerged it will be some time before her eggs have become caterpillars large enough to be
good migration fuel.
More shore birds have now returned to Emsworth Harbour where Brian Fellows took a roll call
today and found 25 Redshank, 14 Black-tailed Godwit, 7 Egrets (a first indication that they are
returning?), 4 Greenshank ad 4 Curlew. One adult Lesser Blackback Gull was seen with some
200 Black-headed (including 2 juveniles). +++
If anyone wants to see what the albino Common Gull (which Brian saw at the Budds Farm pools
last Saturday, July 5) looks like Brian has put on the internet a photo which he took of it. You
can find it at www.brianfellows.clara.net/0001-wildlife-photos.htm +++
More autumn passage birds were found today by John Shillitoe at Old Winchester Hill - principally
a male Redstart and two Turtle Doves (two of the latter were at Titchfield Haven on July 5)
Sightings for yesterday (July 7) which have just reached me include a report that the flock of
Yellow-legged Gulls in Pagham Harbour is building nicely with 80 birds counted in the roost
near the harbour mouth. There was also a Spoonbill present - likely to be one of the two at
Titchfield Haven on July 9. +++
Still with Sussex News I see that Bernie Forbes spent time in the West Dean Woods yesterday
where he came on a total of 12 Bullfinch (there seem to be quite a few reports of these recently
from all quarters) and what may have been two breeding pairs of Firecrest (he saw one pair
carrying food for unseen young and heard a male singing in another area). Crossbill were
heard and a Spotted Flycatcher plus several Marsh Tits were seen, and Bernie claims that
Willow Tits are not yet extinct in Sussex as he heard one here... +++
Much better news for July 6 comes from Richard Ives at Sidlesham Ferry where he saw three
chicks with the pair of Avocets, and more good news came from Dave Green on the downs

through which the River Adur flows to the sea. Dave went in search of Quail on Steep Down
north of Lancing where many Corn Buntings were singing but no Quail could be detected.
Across the vally south of Beeding Hill he did hear a distant Quail, then at an undisclosed
downland site, he says .. ‘a male Quail was calling and was being answered by a female, and
this continued for about 2 minutes. I guessed the female was about 30 meters away from
where I was standing. I then realised that female Quail are as hard as males to place by their
call, when the bird flew up from the vegetation about 5 meters away from me, on the other side
of a fence. The bird flew about 50 meters and then went down into cover, and as I quickly
retreated down the path the bird flew back to where it had originaly been calling from. I would
guess that this encounter suggests at least possible breeding.’ My limited knowledge of the
vocal repertoire of Quails is that it is only the male which gives the ‘Wet-my-lips’ call (described
as song), and that both sexes have just one other call described as a quiet double-croak - can
anyone tell me more?
The final item catching my eye today comes from the Titchfield Haven website which reports a
single Whinchat back in the meadows on July 4 and gives the size of the evening hirundine
roost in the reeds as 130+ Sand Martins and 50+ Swallows on that evening (though the roost
had been building up for several days). Another Whinchat had already been seen back at
Brading Marsh on the Isle of Wight as early as June 24.
MON 07 JULY
Black-headed Gull chicks were reported to have fledged and flown their nests at Rye Harbour as
early as June 15 and in Southampton Water Paul Winter saw his first juvenile away from a nest
colony on June 22 (at least one more was at Testwood Lakes on June 29). Here in Langstone
Harbour I saw my first by the Broadmarsh slipway on June 27, with at least six in the Budds
Farm/Langbrook Stream area yesterday, and today Kevin Stouse saw 2 ginger juveniles on the
IBM Lake at Portsmouth. Also today at Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight Derek Hale
noted that most of the Black-head Gull chicks had flown from that gullery but I have no
estimates as yet of breeding success at the major breeding colonies except Needs Ore Point at
the mouth of the Beaulieu River which we were told early in the season had been totally
deserted for unknown reasons. +++
Lapwing and Redshank are also now at the end of their breeding season, and both species are
heading back to the coast. One tiny glimpse of some breeding success for Lapwing comes
from the flooded meadows at The Vyne outside Basingstoke - here 8 young birds were seen
today by Dave Pearson on this newly created habitat (a feather in the hat of the National Trust)
in a county where the great majority of Lapwings have ceased to breed. All eight youngsters
had survived since Martin Pitt saw them on June 29, and a measure of the returning birds can
be gauged from the fact that Martin only found 35 adults there while today Dave counted 150.
+++
Redshank have also bred at The Vyne - Dave saw 4 adults there with five juveniles (which might
have flown in but are more probably the survivors of birds hatched there earlier - Martin Pitt
saw the first two newly hatched on June 7, and noted 8 juveniles with 11 adults there on June
29). Dave today also saw 3 chicks (by which I presume he means downy youngsters that must
have been hatched on site). +++
Among other birds seen at The Vyne today by Dave were a male Ruddy Duck on the established
lake there, and two female Mandarins (which reminds me of the unpleasant fate of a volunteer
at Mike Wearing’s Deadwater Bottom nature reserve near Bordon - the volunteer climbed a
ladder to clean out a tree nest box thought to have no occupant but as he reached the box and
was looking up at it a female Mandarin flew out and gave him an eyeful of excrement). +++
Redshank have been returning to the coast in small numbers, but the rate at which those numbers
is increasing has suddenly shot up - at least in Fareham Creek where Trevor Carpenter had
none during June, then 38 on July 3 and an estimated 52 yesterday. He expects the number to
increase dramatically by September - last year he had more than 200 there on Sept 24 though
I think this is just a temporary peak of birds passing through.
From the IBM Lake Kevin Stouse tells me that, in addition to the juvenile Black-headed Gulls, he
also had the first Cormorant back today with a Common Gull. Tufted Duck had two broods of
one and five duckling respectively but the single Great Crested Grebe is still solitary. Very

surprisingly one pair of Canada Geese was seen with three downy goslings - I think all the
normal breeding birds now have their young fledged and wearing adult type plumage, making it
look as if this pair has either got a fault in their biological clocks or have had a second attempt
at breeding after losing a first clutch. Another possibility is that this pair are behaving normally
and all the others are out of step - I suggest this because I have the impression that in past
years the adults did not start to moult until the beginning of July, and it was during that moult
that the young acquired their first feathers - timed to bring them to flying condition at the same
time that the adults completed their moult at the end of July. This year the majority of the birds
and their young seem to have put their biological clocks forward by about a month. +++
Kevin Stouse also sent me a graphic description of a bird acquiring a highly undesireable human
trait. I have always assumed that one of the differences between humans and other more
sensible species such as most birds was that whereas we do not know what is good for us and
will stuff ourselves with food until we are sick the birds only eat when they are hungry and only
take what they need. Woodpigeons and Pheasants are two exceptions to this rule, and Kevin
describes a near fatal case of obesity in a Woodpigeon. He writes .. +++
‘Early yesterday morning I went out into the garden to put the washing out and noticed what I
assumed was a dead Woodpigeon on the lawn. I guessed I’d disturbed the local Sparrrowhawk
so rather than deprive it of a meal I left the corpse alone planning to remove it later after
breakfast. Then I noticed the bird was still alive, pushing itself round on the ground, so I
assumed it had broken its neck. Searching for a box to put it in planning to take it to Brent
Lodge it became apparent the bird was very much alive, but could only manage to push itself
round and round on the ground. +++
Armed with a box I grabbed the bird and gave it a quick look over but could see no injuries, so I
decided to place it on the ground and see if it could hold its head up. Well it did more than that
- it flew off!! Saved me a trip to Brent Lodge!! But then I realised that the struggling of the bird
was due to it having been knocked off its feet - lying on its side it could not get back onto its feet.
I assume because of its body size compared to feet placement it’s no simple matter to get
upright again. I often thought woodies waddled like ducks, now I see why.’ +++
I think Kevin is being too kind to the bird, blaming it’s predicament on a design fault whereas this
was clearly a case of the bird stuffing itself with food until it was totally incapable of normal
movement. Perhaps Kevin should fill the bird bath with gin and see if he can collect enough
pigeons for a good pie. (I seem to remember that the French give their snails a drink of beer to
flush out their insides before eating them?)
Several people have responded to my comments on the demise of birdsong at this time of year the most interesting comment coming from Trevor Carpenter who says (with tongue in cheek)
that the Eider on the Titchfield Haven shore are particularly vocal at the moment. I find this very
interesting as one of the great birding experiences that I have heard of, but never expect to
experience, is the crooning sound which I am told comes from vast rafts of Eider in northen
waters. I have always believed that away from their breeding grounds Eider were totally silent,
so what is this sound that Trevor has heard? Have others heard it? Can anyone describe it?
+++
Several people have heard snatches of Robin song, and plenty of birds are still singing, but
Richard Carpenter agrees with me that a great change has come about in many habitats that
were recently alive with bird sounds but where now (in Richard’s words after walking in Botley
Woods on Saturday) ... ‘at times the silence in the wood was deafening ‘. Richard did hear
Dartford Warbler at Hook, and I heard a persistent Reed Bunting at Nutbourne in the Ham
Brook mouth meadow while Kevin Stouse has fairly regular song from a Dunnock whose mate
is still sitting on a nest in his Havant garden, but even the Wren and Greenfinch which sing
around my garden have lost pride of place to three species which remain consistently
loud-mouthed - these are the Song Thrush, Blackcap and Chiffchaff. +++
If experience serves me the first two of these songsters will soon go quiet, but nothing seems to
stop the Chiffchaff. Kevin also comments on Chiffchaff as being unstoppable - until, that is, a
cat or a Sparrowhawk gets it. My Chiffchaff is still singing but Kevin’s suddenly stopped
sometime in the past week and I agree that it was probably stopped by a violent death previously his bird could easily drown the sound of motor racing on the TV if the windows were

open!

SUN 06 JULY
In commenting on the failure of the Little Tern breeding colony at the Hayling Oysterbeds I
recently remarked that I thought these Terns had fared better at Rye Harbour, and today I see
that Paul Troake is claiming that 30 of the Little Tern chicks in his reserve at Rye have fledged
successfully though he does not tell us how many nests there were or what the success rate
was. +++
Today’s big news in Hampshire comes from Martin Orchard-Webb who spent an hour or more
watching a first summer Avocet at Woolmer Pond and John Clark confirms this to be
Hampshire’s first inland record for this species - unfortunately the glory of this being a first is
slightly tarnished by a strong rumour that an Avocet corpse was picked up there sometime in
the past and by John Clark’s comment that .. ‘From memory, this is the first ever Avocet in
north-east Hampshire. There have been records at Eversley GP, but on the Berks side, and on
floods at Wrecclesham, which is just in Surrey.’ So this is hardly proof of a sudden expansion
of Avocet range inland from the coast.
Black Redstarts are common enough breeding birds just across the channel but they don’t seem
able to make up their minds about breeding in Britain - in the late 1940s and 50s a number of
them moved into central London bombsites, and a few can still be found in untidier parts of
London’s dockland though they do not like the clean modern developments despite efforts to
attract them. An article in the Aug 2000 issue of British Wildlife includes pictures showing the
roof of the tall Canary Wharf building planted with beds of Stonecrops to attract the birds (and
for those which do not fly quite so high in search of food a similar garden has been created on
a tiny jetty which has been kept for the birds). In most years one or two pairs probably make an
attempt at breeding in both Hampshire and Sussex, and at the moment there is news of a
female being seen regularly in the Horsham area while a male has been heard singing in a
typical nest site area around the old power station at Shoreham.
At Titchfield Haven Peter Raby enjoyed the sight of 16 young Beared Tits all in a bunch and he
also had a Kingfisher there plus a Turtle Dove (already preparing to fly south?) and a dozen
Sand Martins.
SAT 05 JULY
From Redbridge Paul Winter today counted 26 Yellow-legged Gulls on Eling Great Marsh as the
post-breeding flock to be expected there rapidly builds. +++
Another interesting gull sighting was made today by Brian Fellows who was at the Budds Farm
Pools watching an ‘all white’ gull sitting on a distant post, too far away to be sure of details such
as leg or eye colour. Brian asked me if I had heard of any such gulls around the area recently,
to which the answer is no - the only records thzt I have are of a second summer Iceland Gull
seen at Rye Harbour on Apr 8 this year, and a Glaucous Gull in the Shoreham area between
May 20 and 28 (seen several times by people including Bernie Forbes and Graham Roberts
who described it as a first or second summer bird). I think we can rule out the Glaucous Gull on
size, shape, and the spotless white plumage which Brian saw (it could hardly have lost all signs
of immaturity between May 28 and the present - or could it?) while an Iceland Gull is extremely
unlikely to turn up out of the blue in July, so my thoughts turn to the ‘albino’ Common Gull which
was in the Broadmarsh area during Jan and Feb of 2001, then went to Shoreham to be seen
there on 23 Mar 2001 before returning to Langstone Harbour where it was last seen on 23 Apr
2001 after further appearances at Broadmarsh and even in the middle of Leigh Park. Another
pointer to it being a Common Gull is that the non-breeding birds of that species are just starting
to return to the south coast (and I doubt if this strangely plumaged bird has been succesfully in
finding a mate). Hopefully we will be hearing more of this bird, which Brian agrees was
probably a Common Gull +++
After writing the above I heard from Mike Wearing that he has seen the ‘albino’ Common Gull
back in Langstone Harbour this year - he saw it at Farlington Marshes a couple of months ago.
Good news came from Richard Ford today after he had been at Sidlesham Ferry Pool where he
saw the pair of Avocet with both their chicks (a recent report from Bernie Forbes was of just one
adult and one chick). On his home patch at Woolmer Pond Richard today found a Common
Tern, a Green Sandpiper and four Green Sandpipers. Also on the water was a Gadwall with

nine ducklings. +++
Going back to Kingfishers Andrew Howard saw one near the Thorney Little Deeps last night when
leading a group of his students on a successful birding trip. They also saw two Common and
four Green Sandpiper in the Thorney Deeps area plus ten Greenshank and four Med Gulls.
One Sedge Warbler was still singing, a few Sand Martin were over the reed beds, and a single
Sparrowhawk spent some time strafing a gorse bush in which its intended prey had
presumably ‘gone to ground’. +++
Last Wednesday (July 2) Simon Ingram saw two Crossbills fly west over his Eastleigh Lakeside
patch, possibly adding credence to Jim Berry’s claim (on July 1) to have seen a pair of them fly
in from Langstone Harbour to pause briefly on a tree at Broadmarsh (where he saw the all over
red colour of the male) before they flew on. Jim only claimed the birds as ‘probables’. +++
To end today’s trawl through the recent news I see that on July 3 Brian Fellows found the hybrid
Bar-Headed Goose and four of the ‘Baffins Gang’ Barnacle Geese were back at Baffins pond
where the Swans still have their five cygnets. At Eastney Lake the Swan pair there still have six
cygnets but in Emsworth the Peter Pond pair are down to three of their seven cygnets. I think
it unlikely that Emsworth will get its Black Swan back, but there was one for the taking on the
Adur River (presumably the coastal section) on June 30 (there since June 22).
PLANTS
SAT 12 JULY
Having been to the IBM Portsmouth site this morning before writing these notes I can tell you that
the only new flowering there which surprised me was a stand of Canadian Goldenrod flowering
on the outer of the two islands. Crossing to the islands I enjoyed a swathe of genuine Yellow
Loosestrife flowering along the lake edge near the ford, and the Great Reedmace was holding
up its well separated male and female flowers in many places (but I did not notice any of the
Lesser Reedmace that can also be found there - nor any sign of the Small Melilot which once
had a fine stand behind the lake pumphouse). +++
Some of the Centaury that is common on the site had white flowers, and much of the Yellow-wort
that is dominant there had already withered from drought and heat though there was plenty of
Pale Flax and one of the grass banks below the offices was covered with Blue Fleabane just
starting its sumer season. I even found Stone Parsley flowers open on some plants that had
been mown, but my personal pick of the bunch was the Wild Parsnip that is now flowering in
abundance +++
Two of the site’s rarities were noted as ‘surviving’ - one flower on a tiny tuft of the Hairy Bird’s Foot
Trefoil overhanging a roadside kerb edge and surviving thanks to close mowing of the grass
around it, and the seed pods of the one plant of Rough Mallow that I found last month had
suvived mowing elsehwere by hanging over the edge of a flowerbed. One garden escape that
still flourishes on the site is the relative of Sea Holly called Eryngium x tripartitum - this stands
tall among rough grass in more than one place, holding up its grey blue flowers.
THU 10 JULY
I had about five minutes on part of Hayling Beach this morning while my wife was having an
eyetest at the local optician, seeing my first (not the first for the year!) Wood Sage and finding it
nearly over on the dry shingle soil. While in this area I checked the grass outside the road
frontage of 164 Seafront where Musk Storksbill used to flourish but could find no sign of it - I
have not checked the other site in South Road and Westfield Avenue where they meet at the
junction with Hollow Lane.
In Sussex Lawrence Holloway was out on the South Downs yesterday and I see that at
Ambersham Common he found flowering Sundew and Bog Cotton while at Heyshott he noted
Betony in flower. I doubt any of these are specially early (Richard Carpenter had Betony at
Brownwich on June 26) but they are pleasures which I have so far missed this year...
WED 09 JULY
On Thorney Island this evening I saw a patch of Fleabane with all the flowers fully open, and at
Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter also saw his first flowering Fleabane - more surprisingly he
also found Gipsywort in flower along with Marsh Ragwort which has been out elsewhere for
some time, and Branched Bur-Reed which several people have mentioned but with no definite

statement that it was flowering.
TUE 08 JULY
Richard Carpenter claimed another two first flowerings today when he was in the West Walk
Woods near Wickham. One was Tutsan, of which I have seen garden versions in flower but not
the wild woodland plant, and the other was Water Chickweed (I don’t recall ever seeing either
Greater Chickweed or Water Chickweed for myself)
Yesterday evening the Havant Wildlife Group sensibly went for a walk in place of an indoor
meeting, and chose to go from Langstone to Havant and back, taking in the wonderful but
artificially sown ‘Wildflower Meadow’ by the Lymbourne Springs - now past its best and rather
trampled but still a stunning sight. No comment on that in Brian Fellows report of the walk (and
no mention of the real Havant speciality growing alongside the sown wildflowers - our unique
colony of Danewort which is now in flower) but he does comment on something which also
caught my eye recently, namely the return of Gipsywort to the edge of Langstone Pond. A few
years ago much effort was put into cleaning up the pond and its surrounds (that was when the
strange metal raft that is now moored to the island in the pond arrived as part of the dredging
equipment). In that exercise we seemed to lose the whole colony of Gipsywort and I have not
seen it for about five years but now it is back where it used to be (look at the pond edge
opposite where the weekly Nature Notes are posted). The plants here are not yet flowering.
SUN 06 JULY
Martin Rand was among a group of botanists who met in the New Forest today to record plants in
the tetrad which includes Bratley Wood, and at least one of the plants they found newly in
flower can be found commonly in less remote spots - this is the Stone Parsley which some time
ago raised its skeletal frame but shyly declined to open its flowers (as usual with this species).
The other plants which Martin mentions as ‘good finds’ probably have a more specialist
audience, but I expect most people will be familiar with Pale Butterwort which can be found in
most of the New Forest bogs (don’t confuse it with the very rare ‘Common Butterwort’ which
can only be found in five of Hampshire’s 1025 tetrads) +++
The other plants on Martin’s list included the Pilwort fern and the Allseed which grows as a tiny
member of the Flax family on bare ground around some New Forest ponds. Bristle amd
Slender Club-rush species were also found, and I am interested to see that the Bristle
Club-rush has been recorded from the tetrad which includes Warblington (presumably found in
the marshy SSSI field east of the cemetery there), while a check on Creeping and Tufted
Forget-me-not which they found tells me that I must be more careful in distinguishing Tufted
from Water Forget-me-not just by the size of the flowers. +++
Coming back from the New Forest Martin passed masses of Goats Rue in flower (both colours) all
along the north side of the M27 between the A36 junction and the M3. Also there he could see
many yellow flowers of Melilot but could not distinguish Ribbed from Tall as he drove by - I
mention this as I recently commented that you need to see either the relative length of the
various petals, or have a close look at the seed pods, to separate the species. Martin clearly
favours the more certain id given by the seed pods but Richard Carpenter (who found his first
Ribbed Melilot in the Botley Woods on July 5) tells me that he has been identifying the Melilots
using the shape of the upper leaflets, parallel in ‘Tall’ and elliptical in ‘Ribbed’, as described in
‘The Wildflower Key’ by Francis Rose. He certainly noticed the difference in the shape of these
leaflets between the Warsash Common and Botley Wood plants. Checking Rose I see that he
does not use this distinction in his key but does mention in his species description for Tall
Melilot that its upper leaflets are parallel sided (though he does not say what shape the leaflets
of Ribbed are - elliptical in that description only refers to the shape of the flower head raceme).
Interestingly I have a correction to the text printed on this page (194) of my edition made
personally by Francis - on the bottom line, referring to Small Melilot he said that the words
‘wings and standard equal’ should read ‘wings and keel equal’. Maybe other alterations have
been made to the edition which Richard has, but I still think that the surest test lies in
examination of ripe seed pods when they become available!
I myself made one important find this afternoon when walking on the seawall of the new
Langstone Southmoor nature reserve south of the old IBM playing fields, where I came on just
one fully open flower of Golden Samphire which will soon be one of the commonest plants

around the harbour (though a national rarity). Further along the seawall the Rock Samphire
was also nearly flowering though I could not find a single open floret. +++
On this same walk I enjoyed several fully ripe Cherry Plums from the trees that gave such a
magnificent show of white blossom in January. +++
Over at Hook near Warsash Richard Carpenter found Teasels in flower, and I see that some are
now flowering in my own garden. Richard also noted American Willow-herb in flower there,
though others may have seen it earlier as I think it comes out at the same time as the
Broad-leaved though I have not positively identified any for myself (I hate Willowherbs!)
SAT 05 JULY
The Havant Wildlife Group had a very enjoyable walk this morning on Oxenbourne Down, across
the A3 from the QE park centre at the foot of Butser Hill. They found Common Valerian newly
flowerign along with Wood Sage, and found both Musk Thistles and Dame’s Violet which
others may have seen earlier. +++
In Botley Wood Richard Carpenter found Creeping Jenny in flower and had a first-equal with
Wood Sage. Sneezeworth was also flowering there with the Ribbed Melilot which caused
Richard to comment on his method of distinguishing it from Tall Melilot. +++
In the evening I walked round the Nutbourne orchards and seawall circuit, finding the large form of
Fools Parlsey flowering around the edge of a potato field immediately west of the orchards.
Black Bindweed was also flowering there and a number of plants without flowers yet were, I
think, one of the Hemp Nettles. In the orchards I had been hoping to see the uncommon Dwarf
Mallow and was saddened to find the section of the orchard where it used to grow under the
apple trees has been blanket-killed with weed killer - not a plant remaining on the ground.
Going back to July 4 I see that Brian Fellows found a new species for Brook Meadow at Emsworth
in the form of Guernsey Fleabane which in recent years has greatly extended its foothold all
round Langstone Harbour - and is now apparently setting its sights on taking over Chichester
Harbour. Brian became worried when he went to the area beside the Brockhampton stream in
Havant where last year masses of Guernsey Fleabane could be seen, but could not see a
single plant on that visit. I think this is just because the plant at Brook Meadow was one of the
earliest of the year - until July 7 I had not seen a single plant of either Guernsey or Canadian
Fleabane, and only then did I find one healthy plant near the bus station in Havant - this was
Guernsey by the hooked hairs round the leaf edges. +++
On July 3 Brian Fellows had another first for the year in the shape of Harebells found outside Fort
Cumberland in Eastney (before any have been reported from Portsdown). These are extra
large plants and if anyone can tell Brian or myself that they are not ordinary Harebells we will
both be interested and grateful +++
On Portsdown John Goodspeed tells us that there is an exceptionally good show of Bastard
Toadflax to the west of the Paulsgrove chalkpit (immediately south east of Fort Southwick) somewhere that I have not heard of it in previous years - and to the south west of the Fort John
not only found more Rough Poppies in flower but also more Venus’ Looking-glass.
INSECTS

FRI 11 JULY
The recent rush of Hummingbird Hawkmoths seems to have abated a little but there were two
together this eveing in Doug Robertson’s garden at Hamble, and the mention of seeing them in
the evening reminds me of something that I forget to say when I recently responded to a
question from someone living in Tring who had just seen one in his garden and wanted to know
more about them. I responded with a few general facts but when he thanked me and said he
would be waiting in his garden with a camera over the next few evenings, hoping to get a good
picture of them, I realised that I had not said that these moths are day-flying, not night-flying
insects (I suppose that the general public regard all moths as creatures of the night). No doubt
some do fly at night and I think I have heard of them coming to moth traps (can anyone confirm
this?), but this was not my only omission as I did not stress that as migrants these moths are
generally seen just once in a particular place, then they fly away to continue their journey in
search of some insect equivalent of paradise. +++
I remember last year having a discussion about Clouded Yellows (do they or don’t they ever come

to journey’s end and settle down in one place?). The conclusion seemed to be that they will
sometimes find a place that they like and will remain there for several days, and I guess if a
female mates and settles down to egglaying that process will keep her in the same area for a
time (maybe even to the end of her life as she has no further purpose to fulfil?). But these are
all conjecture and I wonder if anyone out there has any answers to these questions? +++
While on the subject of garden insects can I add that Gatekeepers turned up in my garden today
for the first time this year, and my wife thinks she saw a summer Holly Blue but cannot be
certain.
THU 10 JULY
At Bentley Station Meadow butterfly reserve Derek Mills today counted 110 Ringlets and reports
that lots of Banded Demoiselles were present.
From the same source I see that at the Pamber Forest reserve transect counts of 51 Silver
Washed Fritillaries and 17 White Admirals were recorded at the end of June, and at an earlier
date a peak count of 53 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries was made. +++
Recently I commented on how Bob Chapman had seen a Zebra Spider jump and kill a ‘Snail
Killing Fly’ on the shore of the Langstone Southmoor nature reserve, and that left me
wondering how the fly got its name. Bob’s latest bulletin of news from his reserves (mainly
Farlington Marshes) answers this question - it is the larvae of the fly which feed on certain
snails (in the same way that the larvae of Glow-worm beetles rely on other snails as their
source of nourishment). Bob then goes on to extend my knowledge of flies by introducing me
to two members of the Soldier Fly family (or should that be army?). Highest ranking of the two
species he mentions is the Banded General (Stratiomys potamida) and he has a photo of this
pot-bellied black and gold banded fly (If you have Michael Chinery’s Collins Guide to Insects
you can see a female of this species illustrated on page 198). Bob also reports the presence
at Farlingon of a lower ranking (but probably longer established - since Roman times) member
of the army called the Broad Centurion. This is also illustrated on page 199 of Chinery’s book)
+++
WED 09 JULY
A phone message from Mike Wearing this evening told me that the first Hampshire Bown Hawker
of the year could be seen at a pond in the Deadwater Valley nature reserve where Mike is in
charge. He also saw Black Darters there today - another first for Hampshire although they
were reported from Thursley Common in Surrey last Sunday (July 6)
At Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter saw 3 Emerald Damselflies (Lestes sponsa) which he
believes to be a first ever record of the species for the reserve though it is not a first for
Hampshire this year - Mark Litjens had that at Whiteley on June 15. +++
Also at Titchfield Richard saw two butterflies currently in the news as their summer generation
starts to emerge. The first of these is Peacock of which Andrew Brookes had the first on July 6
near Denmead and Jonathan Forsyth had one near Basingstoke yesterday, while today two
others were seen - one at Bentley Station Meadow and the other at Whiteley Pastures. +++
The second fresh butterfly at Titchfield Haven was a Holly Blue on which I commented in
Sunday’s notes (July 6) - Brian Fellows also had a fresh one at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow
today.
A different sort of insect is mentioned today by Doug Robertson in his report of seeing a Great
White Egret fly over Hambledon this evening. Along with the Egret he mentions a Hobby that
was (or has been) feeding on what he calls Cockchafers but which I think are their relatives
called Summer Chafers as Doug says there has been an outburst of the insects in the past
week (Cockchafers are also called May Bugs and disappear from the scene by the end of
June).
TUE 08 JULY
Two male Southern Hawker dragonflies were seen by Maurice Pugh in the Bentley Wood area as
early as June 21 and Richard Carpenter had one at Titchfield Haven on June 29 but there has
been no general emergence of these usually common insects so far, though we may be seeing
it now. Today Brian Fellows had one in Emsworth at Brook Meadow and Derek Hale had one
in Firestone Copse on the Isle of Wight, while at the IBM Lake David Tolcher comments on
seeing ‘dozens of Emperor dragonflies’ among which there may well have been more of the

Hawkers - Dave was also much impressed by a close view of a Ruddy Darter (presumably a
male) in Hook Park after he got home to Warsash today (taking the afternoon off?) +++
Two more Chalkhill Blues went on record today, seen by John Shillitoe at Old Winchester Hill
(following Rupert Broadway’s first sight of them at Yew Hill last Sunday). Much more surprising
for that ‘high and dry’ site was a Beautiful Demoiselle resting in a tree.
MON 07 JULY
When this performance was over Peter took a walk round the woodland and saw at least 100
Silver Washed Fritillaries (but only 5 White Admirals which continue to be scarce everywhee
although they are now being seen in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth and more evidence
has been produced to show that their reported total absence from the New Forest over recent
years is not entirely true). The other abundant species were Ringlet (200+), Meadow Brown
(100+), Small Skipper (100+), and Large Skipper (50+), while the supporting caste consisted
of 15 Marbled Whites, 8 Speckled Woods, 6 Gatekeepers and singles of Red Admiral and
Green-veined White.
SUN 06 JULY
At 8am this morning Rupert Broadway was on Yew Hill near Winchester watching the first ten
Chalkhill Blues to appear in Hampshire this year - he says they are traditionally early at this
site. +++
Another newcomer to the summer scene is the Peacock, and it seems that Andrew Brookes saw
the first of these to emerge when he was in the Huntbourn Woods west of Denmead today Andrew Howard did see one at Petworth on July 1 but from his remarks I think this was a late
survivor of the over-wintering generation (which vanished from other people’s reports on June
16). +++
A third welcome arrival is Small Copper, seen today by Christoph Harwood on Old Winchester Hill
and by the Havant Wildlife Group when they were on Oxenbourne Down (below Butser Hill) on
Saturday July 5. Alan Thornbuy also saw at least one when at Browndown (Gosport) on June
28 but did not remark on its freshness (he was more excited by the early Graylings!) +++
One species for which it is difficult to draw a dividing line between the survivors of winter and their
summer offspring this year is Holly Blue - there has been no obvious gap in the list of sightings
but we now have two people reporting bright new insects - Jonathan Forsyth at Carpenters
Down (Basingstoke) on July 4 and Richard Carpenter at Hill Head today (he uses the word
pristine to describe one in his garden)
A couple of newcomers to the dragonfly world are both reported today. One is Black Darter, seen
by Peter Vaughan at Thursley in Surrey but probably also out in the New Forest, the other is the
vagrant Red-Veined Darter of which one is reported by Simon Woolley to have been seen at
Portland Bill. Not a newcomer, but a surprising sight at Ebernoe Common yesterday, was a
White-legged Damselfly seen by Tony Wilson - he says it seemed completely out of place and
I guess it was away from water. On the same trip Tony went to the Burton Mill Pond/Black Hole
complex west of Pulborough where 2 Red-eyed Damsels and 4 Ruddy Darters were much
more in keeping with their environment. Today Richard Carpenter had another single Ruddy
Darter at Hook/Warsash and in Hook Park David Tolcher was lucky enough to see the eleventh
Golden-ringed Dragonfly for the year (total for all sites).
SAT 05 JULY
In the Whiteley Pastures area of Botley Woods Richard Carpenter today saw his first four
Common Blue Damselflies and I see that, unlike the much commoner Azure Damsels, I have
only two previous records of them - Peter Hughes at the Pulborough Brooks RSPB reserve
noted the first there as early as May 8, and Maurice Pugh reported 20 from Blackmore Copse in
the Wiltshire part of the Bentley Wood site on June 21. In looking at Dan Powell’s account of
the species I was intrigued to read that, while the female sometimes lays her eggs in the stems
of plants near the surface (remaining in tandem with the male), she sometimes continues to
descend into the water, pulling the male down with her. When he is in danger of submerging
completely he lets go and flies off but she will go on down and may remain underwater for 40
minutes (Richard Lewington says 60 minutes). Dan goes on to say that .. ‘on resurfacing
females find it difficult to break free of the water and are prone to predation by fish or birds
unless .. a male comes to her rescue and pulls her out’

Two unusual butterfly sightings have been made in the last few days by Mike Wearing who lives in
Portsmouth. He has had a Purple Hairstreak at his Burrfields Road allotment and a Dark
Green Fritillary in his small North End garden - probably a wanderer from Portsdown Hill
(though so far I have heard no reports of them being seen on the hill). +++
Much more to be expected are the butterflies seen recently by David Uren on his Old Idsworth
Farm - he tells me that .. ‘thousands of Meadow Browns and Ringlets , and hundreds of
Marbled Whites’ can be seen on the woodland surrounded, rough grassland fields he has north
of Huckswood Lane. Blue dragonflies are also prominent over his newly created (two year
old?) pond dug alongside Huckswood.
In Sunday’s notes (above) I have mentioned Tony Wilson’s find of a White-legged Damsel fly at
Ebernoe Common (north of Petworth and east of the A283) but I did not mention his find of
Field Crickets which he heard on Coates Common nearer Midhurst +++
Three other recent observation deserve a mention before I finish - most significant of these was
perhaps the sight of a Clouded Yellow flying over Southsea Common on July 3 seen by Martin
Hampton’s brother. The other two were equally interesting to their observers - Brian Fellows at
Emsworth’s Brook Meadow had the first Ringlet on the site on July 4, and on July 3 David
Parker had a White Admiral in the conservatory of his home at Forestside on the northern
fringe of Stansted Forest - he had earlier seen one flying through the garden on June 29.
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 12 JULY
If you have ever used the Park and Ride service which starts from the IBM North Harbour carpark
and takes you down to shop in Portsmouth you will know the small carpark at the east end of
the massive carparking for the IBM site which is the place where you catch the bus. While I
was at the IBM site this morning and chatting to one of the security guards whom I have known
for a good few years he told me that, about a month ago. he was driving towards this carpark
and clearly saw in his headlights a Roe doe dash across the road followed by a tiny kid. +++
To get there the deer must have come through a good mile or more of built up area, but this is not
the first time Roe have been seen on the site (one summer a deer could be seen most
mornings coming down to drink at the lake, and on another occasion when I still took school
parties around the site a whole class were delighted to see a deer dash from the long grass as
they approached). My guess is that these animals have strayed onto the motorway where it
crosses the shoulder of Portsdown and then hustled downhill by the traffic until they find shelter
in the IBM site, and I guess it was one such animal that happened to get driven here when due
to drop her kid. +++
The current attaction during night duty is to watch a family of Fox cubs that come out at the
extreme west end of the carparks after dark.
THU 10 JULY
Going back to last Monday (July 7) Lawrence Holloway came on another typical example of
Badger behaviour when he was in the West Dean Woods area - a large hole in the ground with
the remnants of a Bumblebee nest at the bottom. More frequently it is a Wasp nest that the
Badger digs out but there seem to be few of these to be found this year and the Badger does
not mind whose honey or grubs he eats..
MON 07 JULY
Warm weather and some heavy rain on July 1 and 2 had created good conditions for fungi to be
seen at the weekend and on July 5 Jim Berry noted the first of the larger boletus type species a Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus) - when he was with the Havant Wildlife Group exploring
Oxenbourne Down. A similar and more eye-catching species that will probably be seen soon
under larch trees (if we get more rain) is the bright yellow Larch Bolete. +++
In the Botley Woods on the same day Richard Carpenter found another large and elegant gilled
toadstool - the Tawny Grisette - and, though he did not see one. he could be sure by the smell
that Stinkhorns were in fruiting mode.
WEEK 27 JUNE 30 - JULY 6 (Edited Version)
From now these notes will run from Saturday to Friday

BIRDS

SAT 05 JULY
I was just about to put this latest batch of news (for the past two days) ‘to bed’ and prepare it for
the internet when I had a phone call from Brian Fellows who was at the Budds Farm Pools and
had been watching an ‘all white’ gull sitting on a distant post, too far away to be sure of details
such as leg or eye colour. Brian was checking if I had heard of any such gulls around the area
recently, to which the answer is no - the only records thzt I have are of a second summer
Iceland Gull seen at Rye Harbour on Apr 8 this year, and a Glaucous Gull in the Shoreham
area between May 20 and 28(seen several times by people including Bernie Forbes and
Graham Roberts who described it as a first or second summer bird). I think we can rule out the
Glaucous Gull on size, shape, and the spotless white plumage which Brian saw (it could hardly
have lost all signs of immaturity between May 28 and the present - or could it?) while an Iceland
Gull is extremely unlikely to turn up out of the blue in July, so my thoughts turn to the ‘albino’
Common Gull which was in the Broadmarsh area during Jan and Feb of 2001, then went to
Shoreham to be seen there on 23 Mar 2001 before returning to Langstone Harbour where it
was last seen on 23 Apr 2001 after further appearances at Broadmarsh and even in the middle
of Leigh Park. Another pointer to it being a Common Gull is that the non-breeding birds of that
species are just starting to return to the south coast (and I doubt if this strangely plumaged bird
has been succesfully in finding a mate). Hopefully we will be hearing more of this bird, which
Brian agrees was probably a Common Gull
FRI 04 JULY
John Collman, who lives in the north east of Hampshire at Hartley Witney, today raises the subject
of the approaching demise of bird song as the breeding season comes to an end and allows the
breeding birds which have been doing most of the singing to rest and prepare for the coming
winter by moulting into fresh feathers. +++
As someone who relies more on ears than eyes to detect and distinguish bird species I am very
interested in this subject and have never understood why birders are so interested in the first
and last dates on which birds are seen (dutifully recorded in the annual report for each migrant
species and getting a separate page of first, last and average arrival and departure dates in
each bird report), yet they never record or take interest in the dates on which species start and
end their songs, dates which tell us a great deal about the distribution, population, and health of
a greater number of species than just the migrants. +++
Here in my Havant garden Chiffchaff and Blackcap, Song Thrush and Collared Dove are currently
the loudest and most prolific songsters whereas the Robin, Wren and Dunnock that could until
recently be heard all day and every day have now fallen silent - the Robin totally, Wren and
Dunnock to a great extent. Even the Blackbird is rarely heard now in my garden, but out in
farm, heath and woodland there is still a good selection of songsters, and John Collman lists
Goldfinch, Whitethroat, Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting, Dartford Warbler and (interestingly)
Firecrest as still singing strongly in his part of the world, though he has not heard any Chaffinch
or Tits recently (both Chaffinch and Great Tit are singing here, and I’m pretty sure Coal Tits are
vocal in pine woods). +++
Before turning to the feature of bird life that is grabbing most attention at the moment (the return of
our shorebirds and wildfowl) I must mention a couple more items of ‘garden bird news’. The
first is from John Collman, who says he has had Siskins back in his garden since June 27 (after
seeing none since Mar 7) - I think a good number of Siskin breed in north east Hampshire, so
probably these are local birds no longer tied to breeding territories. The second concerns a
‘tame’ Blackbird in my garden - it is too tame for its own good and at the start of this week it
appeared on one of our windowsills showing a row of white quill stubs where its tail feathers
had been (just one outer tail feather had escaped the cat’s paws). My first thought was for its
ability to steer itself in flight and to land on small perches, but it has proved itself to be pretty
competent without its rudder and airbrake. My second thought was for the length of time that it
would take to regrow the feathers, and I assumed they would not regrow until the next
scheduled moult - probably not for a month or more. To my surprise three or four feathers are
already half grown within a week - not even waiting for the old quill stubs to fall out.
The bulk of the current bird news input reaching me concerns the arrival of shorebirds at coastal

sites, with Lapwings acting as significant markers of the return. At Cams Bay on Fareham
Creek Trevor Carpenter had two on June 29, growing to 14 on July 3, and on July 4 Richard
Carpenter found 33 at Titchfield Haven (where John Shillitoe had 2 Dunlin on July 2 and
Richard had 3 on July 4 when there were 5 at Pennington seen by Bob Marchant). With the
Lapwing at Fareham Creek on July 3 Trevor had an equally significant count of 38 Redshank.
Other species appearing in small but increasing numbers along the coast are Common
Sandpiper (plenty of Green have already arrived), Greenshank, Little Ringed Plover (four
adults and a juvenile seen by the Farlington Marshes stream on July 2 by John Shillitoe - who
on the same day saw two adults at Titchfield Haven), and Kingfishers. +++
Most significant has been the start of Black-tailed Godwit arrival - on July 2 John Shillitoe saw 5 in
very bright summer plumage at Titchfield Haven and assumed that they were the first to return
from Iceland (having failed to breed and taken an exceptionally early flight back here) rather
than part of the flock of 60 or more that has remained at Titchfield throughout the breeding
season (presumably they never acquired full breeding plumage?). Even more interesting was
the sighting of a juvenile Blackwit feeding in the stream near the building at Farlington Marshes
(first seen on June 29) - Bob Chapman points out that this must have been hatched in Europe
(maybe East Anglia, maybe the Netherlands) as the young hatched in Iceland (where the later
arrival of summer delays the start of nesting) will not yet have fledged and could not have flown
back here.
I have always been fascinated by the way in which Swifts suddenly appear and equally suddenly
disappear in our skies, sometimes in large numbers (e.g. the 600+ recently seen by Simon
Woolley over Cheesefoot Head). I have read how they climb high into the sky at dusk and
sleep on the wing, and recall Trevor Carpenter’s description, last summer, of accidentally
sighting a huge number of Swifts (stretching in a line from horizon to horizon) as he turned his
binoculars skyward to look at some other bird that had caught his attention. The Swifts were so
high that he could hardly see them through binoculars and would have had no idea that they
were above his head had not found them by chance in his magnified field of view. I now have
the idea that the summer skies above us and beyond unaided vision are permanently full of
Swifts living their lives in a sort of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ magic world, and Judith’s account
conjures up in my mind a picture of the Sparrowhawk being kidnapped and carried to some
dungeon in a cloud castle, either in retribution for same attack on one of the Swifts or as a
purely commercial exercise to extort ransom money (though it is straining the imagination to
think that one through).
WED 02 JULY
A party of screaming Swifts over my house in the evening drew me out to watch a tightly circling
group of around 20 with another half dozen or so feeding separately. The latter were probably
the resident breeding birds, the others were probably adolescents passing their time with play
and with no fixed address. +++
Earlier in the day, walking down South Street in Havant, I was told by one of the residents of The
Parchment flats how they had been watching a Grey Wagtail nest in a gap in the brickwork
above the Homewell stream which runs behind the flats, and who it had been recently
destroyed. The parents must be the birds which I have regularly seen in central Havant over
the past couple of years and my guess would be that their nest had been destroyed by
Squirrels - probably when the young had just hatched and could be heard calling.
TUE 01 JULY
Jim Berry was at Broadmarsh slipway today when two birds flew in to perch briefly in trees before
moving on, just giving Jim time to see that one had the all-over red plumage of a male Crossbill.
Jim is not claiming that’s what they were but asking if others have seen Crossbills on the move.
apppearing in unusual places. I haven’t heard any such reports yet but this is the right time of
year to expect an influx from Europe, or maybe from one of the increasing number of places in
southern England where these birds can now be seen around the year (with some of them
breeding). My only recent news of them comes from Lawrence Holloway, who saw around 12
of them in the West Dean Woods last Saturday (June28), though that is one of the places that
they could be expected as residents.
The Titchfield Haven ‘recent news’ webpage has been updated in the past few days, as usual not

telling us anything that has been seen there since June 19, and some of the things that
interested me were the start of a Swallow roost in the reeds there around June 12 (the report is
of 25 Swallows coming to roost on June14). On June 13 the Black-tailed Godwit count was 62
and there were 9 Common Scoter offshore as well as the regular Eiders (30 seen on June 19).
Presumably the Scoter, like the Eider, are more or less flightless at the moment as they moult.
+++
Other wildfowl arriving back at Titchfield Haven include a female Wigeon seen on June 12 (no
reports of any there in May), 3 drake Teal back on June 11, and a pair of Shoveler seen on
June 11 (but also there on June 5 though not in May). Gadwall have been present throught the
breeding season with a peak count of 14 on May 25 and 18 still seen on June 12. A single
female Mandarin dropped in on June 11 - possibly one of the pair seen over Will Walmsley’s
garden (further up the Meon Valley) on May 15, and possibibly the same lone female which
was on the Sandown boating lake (Isle of Wight) on June 20.
MON 30 JUNE
The first autumn passage Curlew Sandpiper was seen at Sidlesham Ferry Pool this morning by
Owen Mitchell - probably looking a bit scruffy as it is already moulting. With it were three Teal
that had also probably just arrived back, and at the harbour mouth the Red-throated diver is still
present.
A more worrying observation by Owen Mitchell at the Sidlesham Ferry pool was of just one adult
Avocet with one chick - hopefully the other parent and chick were only temporarily out of sight...
+++
Other Sussex news for today is of a Black Swan somewhere on the River Adur - Richard Ives saw
it but does not say whereabouts (the last report I had of one on this river came from the stretch
between Steyning and Henfield in Jan 2002). Further west near the River Arun a Grey Wagtail
was seen feeding its young at Swanbourne Lake at Arundel.
Three separate messages about birds on Hayling Island reached me today. The bad news
comes from Ian Julian who joined a party led by Andy Parfitt at the Oysterbeds last
Wednesday, and as they watched the tern island they saw a Black-headed Gull take a tern
chick (probably a Common Tern), kill it and eat it. I thought it was only the bigger gulls that did
this. So predation by these gulls probably is a factor in the demise of the Little Terns, but I still
feel sure it is not the main cause - firstly, until now I have never before heard anyone mention
actual killing of the chicks by Black-headed gulls; secondly, it does not fit in with the reports of
adult corpses lying about on ths island. Ian added that they also saw some Ringed Plover
chicks, and that their parents had a full time job driving away gulls which were trying to catch
them, and this reminds me of another predator which may well have taken some of the chicks Carrion Crows (I vividly recall watching a family of Ringed Plover chicks disappearing down the
throats of Crows at the IBM North Harbour site - you would not think so now but when the
offices first opened for business there were large expanses of shingle put there to cover the dry
mud around the buildings and quite a few Ringed Plovers nested there, though the family I am
thinking of nested in shingle separators between the westernmost carpark bays). +++
The other two messages from Hayling had better news - Simon Wright told us how he has today
at last ticked an adult Yellow-legged Gull from the window of his flat distantly overlooking the
beachlands shingle carparks (does that count as a ‘garden tick’?), and yesterday he found a
Whimbrel back at the Kench. +++
The third message from Neil Lukes describes a recent (June 22) view of a male Dartford Warbler
perched on a post in the minature golf course on Sinah Common just east of the main Golf
Course. I suspect that more than one pair of these Warblers is resident on Sinah Common, but
seeing them is another matter!
Recent news from Hampshire includes the first report of a Spotted Flycatcher family out of the
nest - very appropriately this was seen in trees around Shedfield village cricket ground (near
Wickham) where Will Walmsley was playing on Sunday (June 29). At the Testwood Lakes,
also on Sunday, Ian Pibworth found two new broods of Tufted Ducklings (there are now five
families there) and found more signs of autumn passage - the first Sand Martins back there
since May 25, the first 2 Teal since Apr 20, and a party of 43 Lapwings which included a

leucistic bird (Ian does not say how much white it had - probably not as much as an ‘albino’ that
I once saw in Chichester Harbour many years ago). +++
PLANTS
FRI 04 JULY
Richard Carpenter was today on Warsash Common which lies east of Church Road in Warsash
and south of Dibles Road. This is one of the places where Goats Rue can be found and today
both white and lilac coloured types were seen. Although the Hants Flora only lists the
occurrence of this plant in some 33 of the 1025 ‘Tetrads’ which make up Hampshire, and
describes it as very local, I see that it was not recorded in the county before 1956 and is
spreading pretty rapidly (as a garden escape) so hopefully more and more people will soon
enjoy its presence. A much commoner plant found on Warsash Common was Tall Melilot,
which I find difficult to separate from its lookalike Ribbed Melilot (no simple giveaways to do
with one being taller than the other!). To separate them you have to take a close look at the
flowers or seed pods. The flowers of Tall Melilot have all parts of the flower being of roughly
equal length, those of Ribbed Melilot have a keel that is shorter than wings and standard
petals, and when the fruit is ripe that of Tall Melilot is black, pubescent and longer than 5 mm
where that of Ribbed is brown, hairless and less than 5mm long (if I write down these facts
often enough they will stick in my memory!) +++
Here in Havant the Enchanters Nightshade which Brian Fellows noted as flowering last week in
Emsworth’s Brook Meadow appeared this evening in a garden flowerbed (as a weed) in my
home road.
THU 03 JULY
I cycled north through Leigh Park in this evening’s sunshine, finding a good show of Weasel’s
Snout in the New Lane allotments as I set out but failing to see any Bur Marigold plants in the
Lavant stream and finding only three, very skeletal, remains of Narrow-leaved Pepperwort
plants beside the Petersfield Road. Turning east into the Barton’s Road playing fields and
following the peripheral path beside the Lavant Stream I found a glorious display of colour from
Dyer’s Greenweed, Ladies Bedstraw, Meadowsweet, Ragged Robin and many other plants.
Here I added Sneezeworth and Jointed Rush to my flowering list for the year, and returning
down New Lane I could not resist eating my first fully ripe Blackberry. A short diversion along
Downley road though the many industiral units gave me nothing new but Vipers Bugloss and a
great show of Great Mullein greeted me and I noticed white flowerd specimens of both Spear
Thistle and Musk Mallow.
Richard Carpenter was also out again at Titchfield Haven, adding Marsh Mallow, Water Plantain
and Hemp Agrimony to the flowering list for the year. Anyone wanting to see Marsh Mallow in
the Havant area should soon be able to see it at Cobnor Point in Chichester Harbour on the
edge of the shore where oaks line the edge of the land west of the point (this reminds me that I
have seen something about the very delapidated sea wall path up the west side of Cobnor
being superseded by a new path through the open farm fields, but I don’t know if this is yet a
fact). I may well soon make a trip here and combine it with a visit to Fishbourne Creek where
Dittander (extinct in Hampshire) still grows where the Chichester Lavant stream flows into the
creek. I last saw it there on 27 June 2001 so it should be out now - look for it on and around the
bridge that takes the seawall path over the river, it should be near the upstream side of the
bridge against the fence of the sewage works.
WED 02 JULY
Small-flowered Cranesbill (Greanium pusillum) can generally be seen, at the appropriate time of
year, in the roadside grass of the road opening off the south end of South Street in Havant to
serve the houses in Juniper Square and today I saw several plants, some in the close mown
grass alongside the start of this road (on the north side), and more at the far end of the road
where it turns north. Also in this area I saw my first flowering Knot-grass (which has been seen
in Emsworth for over a week now)
TUE 01 JULY
It seems a long time since we were excited by the first flowers of Cow Parsley and then Rough
Chervil, and now the year’s cycle of these common umbellifers is drawing to a close with the

appearance of the first Upright Hedge Parsley, seen today in Botley Woods by Richard
Carpenter, who also noted Pale St John’s Wort and Lesser Water Parsnip flowers with more
Eyebright. +++
Another reminder of high summer, Wild Basil, was found on Portsdown Hill when the Havant
Wildlife Group visited the Fort Nelson carpark area last night - more Hawkweed Oxtongue was
flowering there. Two similar recent finds were of Nettle-leaved Bellflower, seen by Lawrence
Holloway in the West Dean Woods on June 28, and Marjoram flowering at Portchester with the
Sand Lucerne that I went to see on June 27 but forgot to note at the time. Another significant
first flowering which I failed to note was Enchanter’s Nightshade which I saw reported in the
weekly Brook Meadown newsletter as having started to flower there during the past week. +++
More recent news, seen on the HWT website adn dated for yesterday, comes from the St
Catherine’s Hill nature reserve at Winchester (which will feature in a forthcoming BBC TV
programme with Alan Titchmarsh). On the hill more Dropwort can be seen with Musk orchids
and carpets of flowering Rockrose.
MON 30 JUNE
Stephen Harwood, whose house backs on to Catherington Down, has been in the Orkneys and is
only just home so he was not present when the Dropwort started to flower on the down last
week. Hopefully there will also be a few Frog orchids to be found by visitors with a keen eye ...
Richard Carpenter was at Titchfield Haven yesterday and found both Purple Loosestrife and
Flowering Rush in flower. I have never seen the latter plant, which is I think common enough in
the Avon Valley and along the Basingstoke Canal but only occurs (according to the Hants
Flora) in five areas throughout the rest of Hampshire (two of these ‘tetrad’ areas are near the
mouth of the Meon, one on the lower Itchen, one on the lower Test and the last is on the
Lymington river) +++
On Saturday Richard was in the north of the Meon Valley, first at Brockwood (north west of West
Meon and away from the river) he found another plant with which I am not familiar (and which
the Flora says does not occur at all south of Portsdown Hill). This is Hairy St John’s Wort which
is described as locally common on chalk and heavy clay soils. His second stop off was by the
Meon river in the Soberton area at St Clair’s Farm where both Dark Mullein and Wall Lettuce
were to be seen. The mention of Wall Lettuce reminded me that I did see some in flower here
in Havant (growing at the foot of a shaded old wall near St Faith’s Church) a week ago and it
can still be seen there today (outside Homewell House).
INSECTS

FRI 04 JULY
The first Purple Emperor to be seen in Hampshire this year was enjoyed by Jonathan Forsyth in
the Straits Enclosure (a toe of the Alice Holt Forest protruding to the west of where the A325
road enters the forest north of Bordon and Sleaford). With it Jonathan saw over 100 Ringlets
and 75 Meadow Browns for quantity and for quality 15 Silver Washed Fritillaries, 10 Commas,
2 each of White Admirals and Purple Hairstreaks and a single Holly Blue. Earlier Jonathan had
been in Carpenter’s Down Wood on the north fringe of Basingstoke where he remarked on a
very fresh Holly Blue among 9 butterfly species which added Painted Lady plus Large and
Small Skippers to the 8 species seen at Straits Inclosure
THU 03 JULY
In a news update from Farlington Marshes today Bob Chapman says that Common Darters can
now be seen there, and at the Lower Test Marshes a Hornet was an unusual visitor. In my own
garden in Havant Buddleia is in full flower but being ignored by the butterflies - when checking
it in this morning’s sunshine the only butterfly in sight was a single Speckled Wood clearly
preferring to nectar at an adjoinging Ceanothus! Best garden butterfly award today went to
Richard Carpenter who has his first ever White Admiral in his Hill Head garden (which I would
guess is a good 8km from the nearest White Admiral inhabited woods)
TUE 01 JULY
A totally different sort of insect is the cause of the beautiful Robin’s Pincushion galls that are now

appearing on wild roses. Michael Chinery calls these ‘Bedeguar galls’ (does anyone know the
origin of tha strange name which I have not come across elsewhere?) and they are caused by
a tiny gall wasp called Diplolepis rosae when laying her eggs - as their size implies the gall is
the home for a number of wasp grubs which will turn into small wasps about 5mm long with
shiny black thorax and bright orange abdomen. Unlike many of the gall wasps (which produce
males in each alternate generation) this species consists almost exclusively of females which
do not need males to fertilise their eggs.
An entry on the HWT website, dated today and reporting the state of play at the St Catherine’s Hill
nature reserve at Winchester, says that a recent butterfly transect there recorded over 100
Small Blues - the peak time for that species must now be drawing to a close and maybe the
undated count was not very recent. On June 29 just three Holly Blues were of interest in
Lawrence Holloway’s garden in the Bognor area as the summer brood of that species takes to
the wing. +++
Other recent butterfly reports come from Theo Roberts who on Sunday (June 29) found five White
Admirals in the Hook Heath nature reserve and on June 28 counted a dozen Silver Washed
Fritillaries in Goldsmith’s Copse (north of Southwick village and alongside Beckford Lane which
leads north to Worlds End west of Denmead)
MON 30 JUNE
While birding at the Lower Test nature reserve at the top of Southampton Water this afternoon
Paul Winter saw a Clouded Yellow - with so many other migrants pouring in there must be more
of these to come and hopefully August will see them everywhere.
Yesterday three people reported massive counts of butterflies, and as usual Jonathan Forsyth at
the Burkham Home Farm site south of Basingstoke was one of them - he started with 420
Meadow Browns and 320 Marbled Whites but his numbers then fell off to give 18 Small Heath,
16 Common Blue, 11 Large Skipper, 7 Ringlet, 3 Small Skipper, 3 Painted Lady and only 2
Small Tortoiseshell (with 18 Silver Ys). His low count of Tortoiseshells made Brian Fellows
count of 20 at his Brook Meadow site in Emsworth look impressive and Brian was pleased to
have a single Marbled White which he has never recorded at this site before - no doubt it was
‘just passing through’ but the cutting of the over-lush vegetation here could in future make the
site attractive to this species (and there is usually a small colony halfway up the nearby Lumley
Mill Lane where it crosses the A27). +++
The other impressive count for June 29 was of 100+ Dark Green Fritillaries on Martin Down, seen
by Mike Gibbons. Surprisingly Mike could only see around 20 Marbled White and a similar
number of Meadow Browns there but he did have 4 Hummingbird Hawks (and 10
Orange-tailed Clearwing investigating artificial pheremone lures) +++
OTHER WILDLIFE

TUE 01 JULY
Honey Fungus toadstools may be pleasant to look at, and are edible if cooked, but the fungus is
deadly to the trees is infects so the toadstools are not a welcome sight. Nevertheless you will
probable come on some in the next couple of months now that Richard Carpenter has spotted
the first of them in the Botley Woods today.
Another unwelcome piece of wildlife news comes from Barrie Roberts who saw a Polecat (or
perhaps an escaped Ferret) carrying a dead young Rabbit across a minor road in the Awbridge
area of the Test Valley near Romsey last night - he adds that he has heard of a Polecat corpse
seen on a road further up the valley near Mottisfont a couple of week ago, providing more
evidence that these animals are to be found in Hampshire. Hopefully they will stick to a diet of
rabbit, but they are fearless and omnivorous (last year we heard how a family group attacked a
cyclist on his bike in a lonely lane and had he fallen off I’m sure he would have had some
serious bites).
MON 30 JUNE
While Paul Winter was birding at the Lower Test this afternoon he enjoyed the sight of a Vixen
accompanied by four cubs. I wonder what effect, if any, a ban on fox hunting will have in the
many areas of England where, as here, there is no current hunt?

WEEK 26 JUNE 23 – 29 (EDITED VERSION)
BIRDS

SUN 29 JUNE
At the mouth of the Hermitage Stream here in Havant the Swan flock had decreased from 41 to 36
but the single juvenile Black-headed Gull was still there looking very lonely as it paddled about
on the water at high tide with not another gull in sight!
On the Budds Farm pools one adult Shelduck was keeping a watchful eye on two well grown
offspring but there was no sign of the Swans and their young (no cygnets were among the flock
on the Hermitage Stream) nor of any Canada Geese. A dozen or so Swallows were feeding
over the pools and three which landed on the wire fence around the site looked like youngsters
to me.
SAT 28 JUNE
The Squacco Heron is seemingly still at Titchfield Haven and was seen today by some unknown
person
Trevor Carpenter also has news from the Hill Head area where he saw a party of 5 Sand Martin
heading purposefully out to sea as if already en route for Africa. Several people have recently
noticed Sand Martins at coastal sites but I assumed these were birds whose attempts at
breeding had failed (as with the colony at Barton-on-sea where the nest holes were destroyed
by vandals - although most quarry companies are careful not to disturb birds nesting in their
sandpits occasional accidents do occur). So perhaps Trevor is right in claiming that our
summer birds are already starting to leave.
Much easier to see is the Avocet family at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool with their two chicks on show
close to the road - I mentioned their presence in Thursday’s notes (June 26) but did not state
the site or say that John Goodspeed was the person who told me of them as I assumed there
would be the same embargo on publishing specific details as there is in Hampshire but as the
details are now published on the SOS website (and could not possibly be concealed with the
birds being in such a very public place) I would like to thank John for letting me know about
them.
Anoither difference between Hampshire and Sussex is over their success in rearing terns. Having
told you yesterday the sad news from the Hayling Oysterbeds I read today a statement from
Barry Yates, in charge of the Rye Harbour nature reserve, who says .. ‘It is proving an
exceptionally good year for nesting seabirds and waders at Rye Harbour Nature Reserve.
There has been a good supply of food and our new fences are limiting losses to fox and
badger, so there are hundreds of young gulls, terns and waders Come and watch Tern chicks
being fed with huge (relatively) fish.’ He does not mention Little Terns but I believe there is a
nesting colony there - the birds were said to be active over the site on May 4.
More than 600 Swifts were in the air over Cheesefoot Head today, seen by Simon Woolley.
Maybe they were celebrating their own ‘Glastonbury Festival’, though I doubt they will be there
again for others to see, unlike a flock of more than 300 Canada Geese which Paul Winter saw
today in the top of Southampton water visible from the Redbridge park site near the ralway
station. I guess they assemble there every year for thir moult and were only mentioned on
account of a single Greylag that Paul saw amongst them.
The Havant Wildlife Group enjoyed a morning at Noar Hill today and I hear that in addition to the
purring of Turtle Dove and the song of Yellowhammer a Spotted Flycatcher and a Bullfinch
were seen - but not alas any of the Corn Buntings that used to breed in the fields between the
nature reserve and the road where you park to visit it.
Yesterday, June 27, Tony Gutteridge heard an adult Cuckoo still calling at Warblington
FRI 27 JUNE
John Shillitoe was one of the people who responded to the call for voluntary wardens at the
Hayling Oysterbeds Little Tern nest site and has been there today and on the previous two
Fridays, allowing him to watch the progress of this colony and to glean more detailed
information from Jason Crook’s painstaking counts. +++
The colony started off well enough with a peak of 120 nests, the whole colony having moved here
and abandoned the RSPB reserve islands this year as far as I know. Mid May high tides

washed out some of the nests, but it was early enough for the affected birds to have a second
go. John does not mention the high tides of June 13-17 so I assume they were not a major
cause of trouble (my weather records show that the pressure was high, the winds light, and the
air warm which would have minimised trouble for the birds). Nevertheless, when John was
there on June 20 he could only see 2 juveniles, and today that number was down to one well
grown chick. From what he has heard it seems that almost every chick that hatched died within
a day, and there have even been corpses of adult birds seen on the island, so it is possible that
only one chick will survive to fly this year, while the adult population of at least 240 birds will
have been reduced by more adult deaths than the one juvenile can replace. +++
Possible reasons for the death of the chicks could include predation or hypothermia, but there has
been little rain during the nesting period and there have been no cold snaps, and I am not
aware of predation being a problem (I have not myself seen the Kestrel pair that were regularly
in the area last spring, nor have I heard of Foxes swimming out and causing carnage - in any
case predators would not leave the corpses lying on the island to be counted). Those
concerned with the protection of the colony keep mentioning the increased numbers of
Common Terns and Black-headed Gulls that have also nested on the island this year but I am
not aware that either species actually attack the Little Terns or chicks, so the only problem with
their presence seems to be that it reduces the space for Little Tern nests and increases
competition for food supplies, but I cannot believe either of these can account for the
devastating effect that has occurred. +++
In default of a better reason I am forced to conclude that the main problem is one of two
possiblities - the first is an overall lack of food, the second some form of disease (either polluted
food or a viral type disease affecting the Little Tern species). While I have no evidence for or
against disease (have any of the corpses been given a post mortem analysis?) I have
personally not seen any of the adult terns carrying fish in their bills either as courtship offerings
or food for young. As I have been there very little that evidence does not count for much, but
what about the observation of those who watch them for hours at a time? (Jason, Chris
Cockburn and the wardens)
Turning from death and disaster to more cheerful news I hear from Richard Carpenter that more
passage birds have turned up at Titchfield Haven today - two Ruff (one with remnants of its
collar) and a Wood Sandpiper - while a count of 15 Teal is significant against the official reports
of just one there on May 9 and June 5). We seem to be doing well for Wood Sandpipers this
spring - this one follows the one at Lower Test from June 20 to 22 and one here at the Haven
from May 25 to 28. +++
I was at Warblington making a final CBC visit this morning and think I may have seen a Whimbrel
on the shore there but could not be sure - it’s small size and straight bill with a hooked tip
looked right but there were Curlew there. At least four Lapwing, six Shelduck, and perhaps a
couple of Redshank (heard only) were further evidence of birds on the move. +++
Later in the day I found 41 Mute Swans off the Broadmarsh slipway where on June 15 there were
only 18, and while there I saw my first juvenile Black-headed gull standing lonely on the mud.
+++
Even later in the evening Brian Fellows had a record count (for this year) of 30 Swifts over
Emsworth.
THU 26 JUNE
Today Derek Hale found a party of Ravens at Culver Down on the Isle of Wight and he says they
were ‘mostly juveniles’ so I guess that means that a local pair over there have been successful,
and from a well known West Sussex site where Avocet have been regularly seen over the past
couple of months I hear today of a sighting of two chicks. Hopefully they will survive but a
couple of pairs that have been nesting somewhere in Hampshire have not been so lucky - one
pair which had four chicks now only has one left and the other pair which hatched some chicks
has vanished (parents and young are now nowhere to be seen though that does not mean they
are dead - they might be as lucky as the pair which took their young for a long walk last year
and ended up safe in a nature reserve. +++
WED 25 JUNE
A raft of some 200 Gannets were resting on the sea off St Catherine’s Point, Isle of Wight, with at

least another 50 in the air and fishing when Derek Hale was there this morning. Although I am
not familiar with birdlife on and around the Island I think that is rather unusual and maybe fits in
with a pattern we have been seeing in Hampshire waters. As far as I know there are only three
places where Gannets breed near southern England - the islands off the Welsh coast, Alderney
and the Brittany coast, and I read recently that Manx Shearwaters which nest on Skokholm (but
which stay far from their nests during daylight hours) will fly as far as the French coast around
Brest during their daily fishing trips, so I guess distance is no obstacle to Gannets making
journeys of a similar length on a daily basis, but normally they do not do so as there are better
places to catch fish nearer their nests. +++
Looking at the Birds of Hampshire I see that prior to its publication in 1993 peak numbers of
Gannets could be expected in Hampshire waters as the birds flew east up channel (to nest on
the Norwegian coast?) around the end of April and beginning of May, with very few seen in
mid-June. This year there was a good passage, though it missed Hampshire. On 14 Apr 209
Gannets went past Seaford; on 25 Apr there were 150 off St Catherine’s Point and 79 at
Seaford; on 26 Apr 143 went east past Worthing (with another 83 there on the following day)
but the only significant Hampshire sighting in April was of 14 at Hurst on Apr 29. There was
then a pause until Apr 21 when 50 off St Catherine’s Point may well have been birds based on
Alderney or the French coast (3 seen off Hill Head on May 17 may have been the forerunners
of these). On May 22, 23, and 24 we had (respectively) 1 off Hayling Bay, 24 off Sandy Point
and 4 off Hill Head but the big surprise came on May 30 when Russell Wynn saw 100 in the
Hurst area. June 8 brought a report of ‘loads of Gannets’ off Milford, with 35 off Hurst Spit on
June 14 and at least 8 seen from the Yarmouth ferry on June 19 followed by 50 at St
Catherine’s Point on June 21 prior to today’s 250+ there. To add to the picture I note that
around 10 flew past Selsey Bill on June 9 and as far east as Rye Bay Cliff Dean was seeing
several of them on June 15. +++
I would be interested to hear other people’s comments but my own thoughts concerning both the
Gannets and Manx Shearwaters (330 at Hurst on May 13, 100 there on June 8 with 56 off
Hayling on May 21) that have been visiting Hampshire waters in unusual numbers is that fish
stocks elsewhere must be drying up (or perhaps oiling up - the dreadful tanker disaster in the
Bay of Biscay area this spring will have had a devasting effect on all sealife off north western
France).
If you prefer quantity to quality in your birds you may want to visit Baffins Pond in Portsmouth
where a count of 273 Canada Geese made today by Brian Fellows probably exceeded Derek
Hale’s 250+ Gannets. These geese are of course there for their annual moult and so are
unlikely to fly off before you get there but I suggest that before going you equip yourself with
one of those face masks used during the Sars outbreak - I recall trying to count these geese
during a national survey well over ten years ago in a very hot summer and having to break off
my counting several times to retreat far enough to be able to breathe (the pong from the goose
droppings was unbearable). Maybe Health and Safety regulations have now dealt with that
problem, adding the cost of disinfectant and air freshener to Portsmouth City’s already high bill
for grain with which to feed these creatures that arrive each summer demanding support from
the city’s ratepayers... Incidentally today’s count of 273 geese beat Brian’s previous all time
high count of 206 which had stood as the record for the pond since 1995. +++
Better news from the pond is that the Swan pair which nested there this year (after several barren
years) still have their five cygnets, and two remnants of Tufted Duck broods (3 and 2 ducklings
among a group of 7 adults) were present but maybe there would have been quite a few more
ducklings were it not for the two Terrapins that were innocently sunning themselves on the
island when Brian was there. All eleven Barnacle Geese and the Bar-Head hybrid which form
the nomad ‘Baffins Gang’ had disappeared (are they at Titchfield?) following the influx of
Canada Geese but the Snow Goose and the podgy old Emden goose are still there.
TUE 24 JUNE
Autumn passage of shorebirds is now well underway, and we have had a couple of reports of
Osprey moving south and of Sand Martins back on the coast but I think the Isle of Wight has
scored a first in the passerine passage class with the arrival today on the Brading Marshes of a
female Whinchat (the Martins may well be those from the vandalised colony at Barton on sea,

forced to move along the coast after becoming homeless, rather than birds that have
completed their breeding). Also seen today by Derek Hale in the Freshwater area was a
kuvenile Wheatear out of its nest hole. +++
A quick visit to the Hayling Oysterbeds just before sunset gave me no surprises though I was glad
to see that a shoal of fish just south of the Oysterbeds lagoon was giving the Little Terns a
source of food for themselve and their young. A pair of Ringed Plover made a display flight
along the outer bund wall here, making me winder if they are thinking of having another attempt
at nesting. The only other shore birds of any interest were one Egret and three Great Crested
Grebes on the harbour. Over the stables just south of Stoke Bay I was pleased to see three
House Martins and along the coastal path I heard both Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat
singing (as well as voluble Song Thrushes), but the only Yellowhammer I encountered gave no
more than its chirrup call note. On my way home I paused at the Wade Court Egret roost to
count 11 birds that were visible at that time, but made no attempt to get a roost count.
MON 23 JUNE
This evening, cycling past Langstone Pond with the tide high, I noted one of the major milestones
in my personal birding calendar - the first four Lapwings back at our bit of the coast, just a tiny
item in the huge autumn movement of birds that is now getting under way but living proof of that
movement for me. +++
Another small sign that the breeding season is ending comes from Brian Fellows at Emsworth
where a count of the Mallard on the Town Millpond was 86 today (plus 24 on the Slipper
Millpond). Peak counts of Mallard on these Emsworth ponds was 100 in January, 112 in
February and 76 in March (when birds were already leaving to nest elsewhere) and had fallen
to 34 by the end of April, remaining low through May and early June so today’s total of 110
marks a significant upturn as parents return with at least some young. +++
Over on the Isle of Wight today Derek Hale noted a juvenile Green Woodpecker, something that I
suspect quite a few other people have now seen on their lawns or elsewhere, but nevertheless
the first juvenile that I have heard of, marking the end of this year’s attempt at survival by this
species. Checking that Green Woodpeckers are single brooded I read something that I did not
know and which could be of interest to others. It seems that if you find a woodpecker nest hole
and want to know if it is occupied (and by what species - though that is usually obvious from the
hole size and height), then banging or tapping on the trunk will cause the bird in the nest to sit
tight but if you gently stroke the bark just below the hole with the leafy end of a branch it is quite
likely that the sitting bird will pop its head out to see who has come to visit.
Tufted Duck tend to be late nesters and yesterday brought me news of the first broods of young
that I have heard of - Ian Pibworth, during his weekly all day vigil at the Testwood Lakes noted
three broods of 6, 7 and 9 ducklings respectively. +++
At Keyhaven yesterday Steve Keen found more evidence for the return of Curlew to the coast
which I remarked on in last Saturday’s notes (June 21) when I mentioned the appearance of
more than 40 Curlew in Newtown Harbour on June 19 but omitted to say that the Langstone
Harbour WeBS count on June 14 recorded over 150 of them (that may not be unusual for
Langstone Harbour in June but by July the number in that harbour will be more like 1500).
Steve found 79 at Keyhaven in his visit yesterday along with singles of Greenshank, Common
Sandpiper, Knot and Bar-tailed Godwit plus 12 non-breeding Grey Plover that have probably
been in that area through the spring. +++
At Titchfield Haven John Shillitoe found evidence of another element of the shore scene which
has been missing for a month or so - two Common Gulls - though he does not say if they were
adults which should have gone away to at least attempt to nest, or immature birds that may
have stayed in the Solent. Also at Titchfield were 3 Green Sandpiper and a Kingfisher
(probably one of this year’s first brood of young with black feet and a white-tipped bill as I don’t
think the adults will have left their inland nest sites yet). +++
PLANTS
SUN 29 JUNE
This morning I walked from Havant to Bedhampton and Broadmarsh and came home via
Langstone, seeing some 124 flowering plant species en route. New to the year list were

Hawkweed Oxtongue, Teasel, Mugwort and Lesser Burdock. Another thing which I found was
the first green tendrils growing from bulbils on the Wild Onion plants. Along the roads Lime
trees were in full flower and by the Langbrook stream (on the north side of Solent Road) I
noticed the flowers and seeds of Black Mustard which I have not seen there before. Both
Buttonweed and Hairy Vetchling went on my list and in the Hermitage Stream near the
Buttonweed were the unfolding leaves of a large water plant which I could not identify but am
sure I have not seen there before. Arching over the Wayfarers Way close to the stream there
was a mass of developing fruit on the Mulberry tree - still green.
SAT 28 JUNE
Today the Havant Wildlife Group went to Noar Hill where they saw the rare Dragon’s Tooth
flowers and a great mass of tiny Musk Orchids. Rosemary Webb was paritcularly pleased with
a hybrid between a Frog and a Common Spotted orchid, and she told me that there was a poor
showing of Fragrant orchids while others were impressed by the show - it all depends on your
expectations! In talking about orchids with Rosemary she told me that, while no Man Orchids
now grow on the roadside of the hill up from Exton to Beacon Hill (across the Meon valley from
Old Winchester Hill) two plants did flower this year within the Beacon Hill site (I think these may
be the only ones surviving in Hampshire)
After the trip to Noar Hill John Goodspeed visited Hazleton Common, beside ths A3M between
Waterlooville and Horndean, and enjoyed a great show of Orange Hawkweed (some call it Fox
and Cubs). Walking south from the large common along the ancient Sheepwash Lane plants
of Broad-leaved Helleborine were already noticeable but I would not expect them to flower for
another month.
FRI 27 JUNE
I have made several recent trips to the old ‘rubbish mountain’ above the Broadmarsh Slipway and
Hermitage stream to look for the re-appearance of the Lathyrus hirsutus (Hairy Vetchling)
which was discovered there last July but so far there is no sign of it in the large (20 square
yards) patch where it was dominant last year. However I did find it today in a new location on
the same hill top, and will be happy to give details to anyone who wants to see it. Last year
flowers could still be seen until September. +++
I also went to see for myself John Goodspeed’s recent discovery of Sand Lucerne (Medicago
sativa varia) on the seawall of Paulsgrove Lake just north of Portchester Castle. John
mentioned that there were several plants with flowers ranging in colour from yellow to dark
blue, but I was surprised at the quantity of plants growing here - they are the dominant
vegetation along 200 yards of seawall and spread out onto saltings below the wall. If anyone
wants to check them out I suggest you park in the Portchester Castle carpark (turn left from
Castle Street into the larger carpark) and then walk north over the close mown grass between
the carpark and Paulsgrove Lake. At the end of the grass join the seawall path contnuing north
(with the huge Vosper Thorneycroft ship-building shed to your right) and you cannot miss the
plants which dominate this section of the seawall. Among them you can also enjoy some lovely
flowering Chicory which is currently at its best. I have put out feelers to see if the Lucerne has
been deliberately planted by Hampshire County Council (they manage the area inland of this
seawall as the Castle Shore nature reserve) or by Fareham Borough but unless I hear
otherwise I will assume these plants are there as an ‘act of God’.
Earlier in the day I had been at Warblington and found Round-leaved Fluellen now in full flower in
the cemetery, with Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima) starting to flower in the adjacent SSSI wet
meadow where there is now a mass of Strawberry Clover in flower and the best show of
Brookweed (Samolus Valerandi) that I have ever seen. On my way home, passing the
Danewort site by the Hayling Billy trail where it passes the end of Grove Road (immediately
south of the Townend House carpark on the old rail track) I found the first flowers of this
unusual plant were already out.
THU 26 JUNE
Two evening outing today both found good plants. A private walk by Richard Carpenter along the
Titchfield Canal Path discovered the first flowers on Marsh Woundwort and Yellow Loosestrife
(which I imagine is also out now on the IBM site at Portsmouth, along the water’s edge just east
of the ‘wadeway’ out to the islands), and at Brownwich Richard also added Betony to the

flowering list. +++
The other evening walk was a public one in the HWT calendar, organised by the Portsmouth
branch of the Trust membership, looking at shore plents on the beach at Eastney. Heather
Mills tells me that a good list of plants were found, the most interesting being a large colony of
Nottingham Catchfly on the beach only some 30 yards east of were the seafront road, coming
from Southsea pier, turns inland near the Eastney swimming baths. If you were walking east
along the promenade beside this road Heather tells me that, to find the Catchfly, you go ahead
onto the beach where the road curves inland, and after only 100 feet you should find a little hut
with a silver chimney which marks the place to look for the plants (on the beach in front of the
hut). Heather also tells me that the Sea Holly here is not yet out.
A couple of other items of recent news come from Lawrence Holloway and Richard Carpenter,
both relating to last Tuesday (June 24). Lawrence was on Beachy Head near the Belle Tout
lighthouse on that day and found Dropwort in flower, suggesting that it should be out now on
Catherington Down and at Martin Down. Perhaps less worth making a special visit to see is
Giant Horsetail which Richard noted somewhere in the West Walk woods today - if anyone is
desperate to see this plant in the Havant area just go to Warblington Church and walk east on
the field path to Emsworth. Where this path crosses the stream a little east of the cemetery a
mass of these plants crowd behind the fence on the north side of the path.
WED 25 JUNE
For some time I have been looking at the many leaves of Greater Plantain and today for the first
time I noticed anthers protruding from a flower spike on one of the larger leaved plants. +++
Just for the record Brian Fellows tells me that the Meadowsweet did not start to flower at Brook
Meadow in Emsworth until June 22 so Richard Carpenter still holds the crown of ‘first beholder’
of this pleasant summer sight
TUE 24 JUNE
It is some time since I visited the Hayling Oysterbeds and so I was not surprised when a quick
evening visit today gave me four plants which I do not think others have yet reported plus a
couple of others that have only been seen recently and were new to me. To start the list of
newcomers there were two of the Oysterbeds specialities - the lovely Milk Thisltes with their
memorable generic name of Silybum, and the Goats-Rue which is the dominant plant all round
the enclosed carpark and has many plants clearly visible from the coastal path where it
passes through the shoreline carpark - today I noticed that in addition to the great majority of
‘blue flowered’ plants there were one or two of the white ones which are dominant at the North
Common open space near Northney Marina. One of the others will soon be seen almost
everywhere - this is the Perennial Sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis) - while the other is less
common and is the White Melilot which a few years ago was abundant around the Oysterbeds
but is now quite difficult to find there. Two other plants which are not ‘firsts’, but were new to
me, were the Broad-leaved Everlasting pea which grows on the on the bund wall due south of
the Tern Island, and the Dyer’s Greenweed which can be seen in the shore field with the large
(now dried up) shallow pond halfway between Stoke Bay and the Pill Box where the path goes
off to West Lane bends. Back on the Oysterbeds ‘earth mound’ I noted a good number of
Slender Thistles among the Creeping ones, but only a small patch of Common Centaury.
MON 23 JUNE
The first Dyer’s Greenweed flowers of the year were found today in Botley Woods by Richard
Carpenter who went to the New Forest on Saturday (June 21) and found a good show of
flowers in the Bishop’s Dyke area near Beaulieu Road station. Richard’s list from the New
Forest had no firsts for the year but included Lousewort, Bog Pimpernel, Trailing St John’s
Wort, Meadow Thistle and Heath Spotted Orhcids - these latter probably a bit worse for wear
by now. Boggy areas in the Forest should very soon have Marsh St John’s Wort in flower, and
with Lousewort first reported by Richard on June 1 I feel sure tht Marsh Lousewort is also there
to be found - can anyone tell me if it is now difficult to find? Another couple of weeks should
also see Wild Gladiolus in flower ...
The Brook Meadow newsletter from Emsworth for the past week records the first flowering of both
Marsh Ragwort and Knotgrass as well as Meadowsweet, though with no date given I cannot be
sure if it was earlier than that found by the Titchfield Canal Path on June 20. With this news

comes a note from Brian Fellows showing a lessening of his confidence in the find of Lyme
Grass near Dolphin Lake - he is now thinking it is more likely to be an over-enthusiastic clump
of Sea Couch-grass.
INSECTS

SUN 29 JUNE
Mark Litjens visited Old Winchester Hill today and found a great display of butterflies on the south
facing slope furthest from the roadside carpark. He estimates there were 200 Marbled White
on the wing (but does not mention what was probably an equal number of Meadow Browns
which would be impossible to count). Some 35 Dark Green Fritillaries were flying as were
around 18 Hummingbird Hawkmoths plus 56 Red Admirals, 33 Small Heaths and 14 Small
Tortoiseshells. Given another couple of weeks there should be another 200 Chalk-hill Blues
there if you want more counting practice...
Over in Hove Tony Wilson had a Holly Blue in his garden - that must be one of the summer brood
- as well as a Comma, and here in Havant there was no shortage of Large Whites this morning
and I must have seen half a dozen Small Tortoiseshells and the same number of Commas,
plus my first Gatekeeper (at Broadmarsh with ten or more Marbled Whites, loads of Meadow
Browns and at least two Small Skippers in additon to several Large ones). Coming home
across the Southmoor nature reserve a male Emperor dragonfly flew past me in pristine blue
and black (I thought these normally flew with the tail drooping but this was straight as a
ramrod).
SAT 28 JUNE
Grayling butterflies are out exceptionally early at Browndown where Alan Thornbury saw at least
two today near the old rifle range on the shingle south of the road. Last year he did not see his
first until the more usual date of July 21, but it seems (from comments made by Colin Bowler)
that some are already out in Cumbria and that there is a site at Great Orme in Wales where
they are to be expected about this time every year. Colin adds that a Purple Emperor has been
seen today in Northamptonshire (at Fermyn Woods)
At Noar Hill the Havant Wildlife Group saw at least one Small Blue today with Marbled Whites,
Small Tortoiseshells, Small Heaths and Skippers, and on Old Winchester Hill Simon Woolley
was impressed by the number of Dark Green Fritillaries.
FRI 27 JUNE
The first Gatekeeper of the summer was seen today in Stansted Forest, probably west of the road
in the main avenue area near the carpark, by Alan Thornbury who enjoyed a variety of
butterflies there including a White Admiral actually in the capark. Alan does not mention seeing
Silver Washed Fritillary there but I suspect they can be seen now in the Ladies Walk area and
The Groves, both on the east side of the road, and it may well be that an unidentified Fritillary
which, last Wednesday (June 25), flew through David Parker’s garden (on the northern fringe
of the forest east of the road) was a Silver Washed.
At his garden in the Aldwick area of Bognor Lawrence Holloway today clocked up the eighth
Hummingbird Hawkmoth he has seen this year - a good indication of how many are now
reaching southern England. A couple of other recent sightings in this garden have been an
early Volucella zonaria hoverfly on June 22, and a find on June 19 (underneath a leaf on a
Hawthorn tree) of some 30 tiny Shieldbugs which he has photographed still clustered around
their egg cases
THU 26 JUNE
I recently remarked on the small number of ‘Cabbage Whites’ currently on the wing, but I suspect
that will not be true for much longer as today Andrew Brookes remarked on seeing newly
emerged Large Whites in woods close to South Boarhunt (just north west of Portsdown). One
White Admiral and a dozen Silver Washed Fritillaries were in the same woods along with many
Red Admirals. (I see that John Goodspeed had another single White Admiral in the Hookheath
nature reserve just north of Portsdown on June 24)
Also today Richard Carpenter saw 16 Marbled Whites and at least one Red-eyed Damselfly at
Brownwich Pond, and over the Sussex border at Uppark House (just south of South Harting)
Derek Mills saw three Hummingbird Hawkmoths in the air together. +++

Yesterday (June 25) a group of Butterfly Conservation members from the Upper Thames branch
visited Bentley Wood and notched up a count of 78 Silver Washed Fritillaries including one of
the ‘valezina’ form females (after which the great Frohawk named his red-head daughter). The
group also saw 13 White Admirals, 2 White-letter Hairstreaks and even a late Grizzled
Skipper. +++
Going a little further afield on June 24 Large Blues were seen at Street in Somerset and Lulworth
Skippers were flying on the Dorset coast
I must apologize for my ignorance and for claiming that I had seen Five-spot Burnets on two
occasions - I alway forget that the spot nearest the body on the extended wing is a ‘double’ -two
overlapping spots - and that you have to look at the end of the wing nearest the tip to
differentiate Five from Six -Spots (if there are two clear spots at the wingtip it is a Six-spot, the
Five-spot has only one spot at the wing tip).
Another apology is due from me for saying (in my notes for June 24) that I had not yet heard of any
Small Elephant Hawkmoths being seen when the input that I had on the day that I wrote that
included a mention by Ian Thirlwell that a Small Elelphant had been taken at Theo Roberts’ trap
on June 20 in preparation for the Open Day at Theo’s house on June 21 - but it is nevertheless
true that Small Elephants are very seemingly scarce this year compared to the bigger Elephant
Hawks. Maurice Opie reinforces the abundance of the big species by recording that he has just
taken 25 of them in his trap in one session (thus beating Jon Stokes’ count of 24 by one!).
Maurice goes on to add that though Elephant Hawks are very numerous this year the Heart and
Dart, which in normal years appears in his trap at the rate of around 100 per day, is only
appearing this year at a rate of 30 a day. +++
To end today’s insect news the HWT website carries a photo and account from Bob Chapman of
an observation he made on June 24 while sitting on the sea wall at his ‘new’ nature reserve of
Langstone Southmoor. He happened to notice one of those little zebra striped jumping spiders
(Salticus scenicus), which are quite common on warm walls, just when it had chosen its prey
and leapt onto it, and his photo is of predator and prey locked together, the small spider clinging
on to the much larger fly as the poison which has been injected into the fly takes effect. The
interest in this for me was partly the size of the prey in relation to the spider (the fly is half as big
again as the spider) but more in the name of the fly - Bob says it is Pherbina coryleti or the
Snail-killing Fly (something I have not heard of before and cannot find in my reference books).
Does it really kill Snails? If so how? and can Bob get another picture of a spider killing a fly
killing a snail all in one shot?
WED 25 JUNE
46 Silver Washed Fritillaries, 17 White Admirals and 3 Purple Hairstreaks were among the
butterflies seen today in the Pamber Forest by Peter Eeles, who also made a trip to Kent where
he saw ‘hundreds’ of Heath Fritillaries in East Blean Wood near Canterbury. +++
Other recent sightings of a couple of spectacular insects have been less believable as ‘natural
phenomena’ - a Queen of Spain Fritillary flying free in West Suffolk almost certainly gained its
freedom from captive breeding by a local enthusiast in that area, and a Great Peacock Moth
(no doubt huge and very impressive) was almost certainly an escape from a collection
somewhere in Nottinghamshire. +++
A genuine sighting of an Elephant Hawkmoth was had by Doug Munts in West Wellow near
Romsey - no doubt having emerged early this morning from pupation in a cocoon hidden in leaf
litter or loose topsoil it crawled up the nearest vertical surface it came across (which happened
to be the porch of Doug’s house) and spent the whole day drying its wings and preparing itself
for a few days of serious nightlife and sex. Luckily Doug spotted it before evening when it will
have zoomed off, never to be seen again except perhaps by a lucky moth trapper, bat or
Hobby....
TUE 24 JUNE
Elephant Hawkmoths are very numerous at the moment but even so Jon Stokes at Portchester
was lucky to have as many as 24 in his moth trap this evening. This is the time of year when
they can be expected to emerge, but on checking when the Small Elelphant is due out I see
they should have appeared in May but so far I have not heard of any being seen - I hope they
are alright?

Yesterday (June 23) Andrew Brookes was in Huntbourn Wood to the east of Wickham in the
Meon Valley and had the first local sighting of a Clouded Yellow for the year - strange that they
are in such short supply considering the hundreds of Painted Ladies that have invaded this
country so far this year. +++
When writing the headline for this item I gaily said that it was a first for Hampshire, but on getting
down to checking the records I see while it is only the tenth Clouded Yellow that I have heard of
in Britain this year there have in fact been two reports of these butterflies in the furthest corners
of the county from my base in Havant - on May 28 Ian Rabjohns is said to have seen one on
Martin Down, and on June 15 Gloria Whalley was in the Hordle Cliffs area when she was told
that someone else had seen a Clouded Yellow there. The other records start with one in
Devon on April 4 and a locally bred one emerging from its pupa on Southbourn Cliffs in
Bournemouth on Apr 15. In May one was seen in the Scillies on May 22 and another in
London’s Tottenham Marshes on May 31, and in June Cornwall had one on June 5, Sussex
had one on the Pevensey Levels on June 14 (the same day that one was claimed for
Derbyshire, and this claim was supported not only by the Sussex sighting but by the supposed
one at Hordle Cliffs on June 15). +++
Andrew’s sighting leaves no doubt of the local butterflies identity, and it was accompanied by
‘countles’ Silver Ys, Ringlets, Meadow Browns and Marbled Whites but only one Silver
Washed Fritillary (though there was a second of these in the nearby Hipley Copse) and one
Small Skipper
MON 23 JUNE
When I was cycling down the Hayling Billy trail in Havant this afternoon I passed four Red
Admirals which were enjoying the warm evening sunshire, and Jill Westarp (walking the same
track) saw a Painted Lady, all of which ties in with a remark made by Steve Keen when he was
at Keyhaven yesterday - he asks .. ‘has everyone else noticed the almost continuous passeage
of Red Admirals which has been going on for the last three days (with a good smattering of
Painted Ladies thrown in)?’ +++
Red Admirals and Painted Ladies are not the only butterflies to be seen almost everywhere (as
opposed to those which are only to be found in their preferred habitats) at the moment. I am
very pleased to say that I think that Small Tortoiseshells, which a year or two back seemed to
be near extinction, can be classed as abundant this summer, and Brian Fellows backs this up
with a report of seeing more that 20 at the Emsworth Brook Meadow site. +++
Not nearly so abundant as they are in most summers are the white species. Earlier there were a
resonable number of the localised Green-veined Whites, but there seems to be a definite
scarcity of both Large and Small Whites this summer (compared to the very large numbers that
arrive in most years) and this is all the more strange as this seems to be a good year for
migrants. No doubt, having said that, I will have to fight my way through clouds of Small Whites
as soon as we get into July!
Commas are not quite abundant at the moment but there are plenty about and a fair number of the
newly emerged ones are of the rich brown colour that can deceive people into thinking they
have seen a Fritillary species. Brian Fellows comments on seeing one of these ‘hutchinsoni’
variants this week, remarking in his Brook Meadow newsletter that around one third of the
summer generation now emerging are of this form. I see from Jeremy Thomas RSNC Guide
that these variants differ in their behaviour as well as in their colouration, something that I was
not previously aware of. Jeremy says that the two thirds of the Commas now emerging which
share the ‘normal’ colour and ragged shape of those which overwinter, do not show any sexual
behaviour at this time but feed up for a short time and then go into hibernation as early as July.
It is only the ‘hutchinsoni’ variants which, on emerging, take up territorial watch posts from
which they look out for passing females with whom they will mate, and the offsrping of these
insects will emerge as ‘normal’ Commas from September onwards, and will then hibernate. So
the spring emergence from hibernation includes a mixture of summer and autumn brood
insects. I suppose this is a good strategy for ensuring that some get through to the next spring
in years when the autumn weather is bad and early frosts kill off late emerging specimens
before they can find snug places to spend the winter, but it also makes me wonder if, with
global warming extending our autumn into the winter, some of the Commas which emerge in

September will themselves mate before hibernating to create a third annual generation of this
species.
On the edge of Botley Wood, at Whiteley Pastures, Alan Thornbury was quite surprised to find a
White Admiral on the wing at 6:50pm. Tony Wilson has already remarked on finding nearly 100
butteflies still flying on downland between 6 and 7pm on June 16, but I would have expected
the insects to cease flying earlier in woodland, and msybe Alan is right in thinking that this
particular specimen had been disturbed by a party of joggers (though I imagine that White
Admirals normally roost fairly high in trees rather than in low branches or the understorey - can
anyone confirm this?). +++
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 27 JUNE
Walking in the West Walk woods on June 24 Richard Carpenter took a close look into the isolated,
deep, water filled ‘bomb crater’ to be found in the otherwise dry woods (away from the stream
that runs through them) and found found a Common Newt and a single female Great Crested
Newt in it. I wonder how these got here in the first place and how they survive in their isolated
water world? I realise that Newts spend less than half the year in the ponds where they breed,
and they will soon leave them to go walk about and eventually find a hibernation hide out,
perhaps in the crevices of an old and rotten treetrunk, but if they were not introduced here the
original founders of this colony must have had a very long walk (or where they carried here as
eggs attached to the foot of a water bird? though I can’t imagine a duck landing in this pond)
WED 25 JUNE
A couple of Terrapins were seen by Brian Fellows at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth today, probably
snoozing off a nice snack of Tufted Duckling. Two were also seen here on May 28 and I hope
that is the total of these predators now in this pond. I know there were 4 of them there in July
2001 but checking last year’s reports I could not find more than three seen together, so maybe
they are diminishing in numbers. Of courser there are plenty more of these abandoned pets in
various waters, chucked out as soon as they grow big enough to take a serious bite at the
fingers of the children to whom they were previously such loveable pets - one has been seen in
Hilsea Lines this year and last summer I heard of them in the pond at Funtley near Fareham
and in the big lake at the Staunton Country Park here in Havant. They seem to have no
difficulty in over-wintering here in Britain.
MON 23 JUNE
Yesterday’s weekly newsletter from Brian Fellows for the Brook Meadow Conservation Group
notes two deaths there during the week. One corpse was of a Mole and there is no clue as to
how it met its end - maybe old age, maybe it was caught by a Fox when above ground at night
(I think Moles are not eaten by the regular predators and scavengers - presumably their meat
or fur is not pleasant to the palette?). Another killer of Moles in hot summers is drought - not
directly through thirst but through starvation as their main food source - earthworms - vanish
from dry ground. Most of the worms surivive by going deep down into cool fissures where they
exist in a sort of suspended animation (‘aestivation’ as opposed to ‘hibernation’), but the moles
do not tunnel after them and so starve. This is a serious problem for moles on high or dry
ground, but not for those in damp soil in valleys, and I would not think it affects Brook Meadow
residents. +++
The other corpse was of a young Roe kid, probably not more than a month old, showing signs that
it had been savaged by dogs - after killing the innocent kid they no doubt went home to a high
class dinner of the type advertised to their owners on TV.
Another vicious carnivore was seen by Bob Chapman back on June 12 when he visited the
Langstone South Moor for which he is now responsible as an HWT nature reserve. The Seal
was just offshore but I am not sure if it is a regular in Langstone Harbour or just on a day visit
from the small colony based in Chichester Harbour.

BIRDS

WEEK 25 JUNE 16 – 22(Edited version)

SUN 22 JUNE
The first juvenile Black-headed Gull seen away from its nest was reported today at Redbridge (top
of Southampton Water) by Paul Winter, who also saw 5 Yellow-legged Gulls - probably over
the water on Eling Great Marsh where a substantial flock can be expected to build up by
August. +++
At Ryde on the Isle of Wight Derek Hale found two young Spotted Flycatchers out of their nest
with their parents, with two Tree-creepers in the same area.
SAT 21 JUNE
Today’s big news is that the Squacco Heron which gave Trevor Carpenter such a brief tantalising
glimpse on June 15 (and has been seen for similarly short periods - insufficient to identify it
positively - by half a dozen others over the intervening six days) was positively identified this
morning at 4:30am. Trevor tells us that this is only the fourth Hampshire sighting - one was at
Needs Ore for 2 days in June 1982, one at Titchfield Haven for 4 days in July 94 and one also
visited the Haven in August 96 but was only seen on one day. The present bird has already set
a record for the length of its stay - lets hope it stays on and actually shows itself to the public.
+++
News from the Isle of Wight today indicates that the Peregrines nesting on Gore Cliff by St
Catherine’s Point have raised two youngsters - all four birds were in the air and making a lot of
noise today.
A bird whose song is tailing off is Cetti’s Warbler (I could not hear the bird at Langstone Pond last
night), and this is confirmed by Paul Winter’s slight surprise at hearing two still singing at the
Lower Test marshes today.
Brian Fellows went to the Hayling Oysterbeds today and guessed that some 30 Little Tern nests
were occupied but he only saw one pair with a chick. Brian also estimated that there were 14
Common Tern nests (again one had two chicks) plus some 18 Black-headed Gull nests. I may
be mis-interpreting what Brian saw as in general he referred to birds rather than nests, but I
think the numbers reflect the competition for nest space that the Little Terns have had from
bigger species (and Brian does not mention Oystercatcher or Ringed Plover which I am pretty
sure both nested).
On May 26 when I found Chris Cockburn (RSPB Warden) at the Oysterbeds he estimated that
there were around 100 pairs of Little Tern present (with none attempting to nest on the RSPB
Islands this summer) and he told me that those Little Terms which had not had their nests
washed out by the mid-May high tides could be expected to hatch chicks in the first week of
June, after which they would have chicks in the nest for another month (so the first should not
fly until the end of June or early July). Those birds whose nests were washed away in May
(around May 17 or 18) should have had a second go and (with an incubation time of 3 weeks)
their eggs should have hatched by now, so any young that are going to have a chance of
fledging should have already hatched. I hope there are more young than Brian was able to
detect, and that we get an official report on their progress before long. +++
Finally for today I spent the dusk period in Stansted Forest on my third and last Woodcock survey
visit - seeing nothing until one Woodcock came over, making lots of noise and almost
performing aerobatics, within the last five minutes of the hour. One thing which I had not
noticed on the previous visits was the ‘kerwick’ calls of female Tawny Owls though there has
been plenty of male hooting on all the visits.
FRI 20 JUNE
This evening I went down to the Langstone pond shore at dusk to have a look at the Egrets
coming to roost at Wade Court and counted 19 of them, giving me a base against which to
compare future counts as numbers hopefully start to increase in the near future. While I was
there one of the passers by told me that he had seen the local Little Owl (which we think has
nested in trees north of Wade Court and south of the A27) make a typical low flight over the
meadow south of Wade Court, typically rising up to disappear into a tree there, so maybe future
Egret counts will include Little Owl sightings. On the pond this evening the two Swans with
their one remaining cygnet were present but there was no sound from the Cetti’s Warbler (has

it gone, or has it ceased singing?) +++
I was recently asked if I thought that Song Thrush numbers had increased this year (after the
recent appeals for money to stop them becoming extinct). My answer is that I think the money
has definitely helped and the birds are not extinct in our area but (as with any species) it is
extremely difficult to assess population statistics from individual observations which are often
contradictory. On the question of the overall population I can say that we have had one Thrush
singing in or around our garden throughout the early part of this year, but I have the impression
that a couple of other local birds have disappeared from the scene, though maybe that is
balanced out by Mike Collins’ observation - he has had one in his own garden (also in the
Havant area) for the first time this year - and by Brian Fellows in Emsworth where he has
recently had to buy a set of earplugs to get some sleep - the bird in his garden starts singing at
dawn when Brian is ony half way through his night’s sleep. Hopefully he will get a break soon
as the bird in our garden has ceased singing though it still appears on the lawn and bashes the
occasional snail to bits on the patio.
Finally for today I see from Derek Hale’s Isle of Wight news that the first Lesser Whitethroat family
was out of the nest in the Dodnor area on the Median estuary south of Cowes today, while at
Sandown there was a family party of Pied Wagtails and a female Mandarin on the boating lake
- best of all was a Spotted Flycatcher at Alverstone. Mention of the Pied Wagtail family reminds
me that another such family group was out on the Portsmouth IBM buildings when I visited the
lake last Saturday.
THU 19 JUNE
The first of this year’s young Long-eared Owls was heard in woods north of Yaverland on the Isle
of Wight this evening by Derek Hale - these owls are not uncommon on the Island but are very
elusive in Hampshire, and the noise made by the young birds gives one of the best chances of
detecting their presence (in the 1980s someone thought they could hear the calls of the young
from their house in the Red Barn housing estate on the slopes of Portsdown above Portchester
and while the birds were never seen a Long Eared Owl corpse was found on the A27 running
through Portchester in that same year, so don’t assume that the owls only inhabit the depths of
remote pine woods). Nowadays there are plenty of sources of sound recordings of bird sounds
for you to listen to, but the old description of the young as giving calls that sound like someone
riding a very rusty bicycle will give you a clue as to what to listen for. +++
Another first appearance of a young bird family was noted by Ron King today when he visited
what I think was Winchester Sewage Farm and found an adult Grey Wagtail with four juveniles
–
John Shillitoe was at Titchfield Haven yesterday (June 18) and noted two more Green Sand Piper,
2 Dunlin and 2 Turnstone as well as an Avocet. In my notes for last Monday (June 17) I
mentioned a number of recent sightings of Green Sandpiper returning to Hampshire recently
but this is the first sighting of them back at Titchfield Haven that I have heard of - bot Dunlin and
Turnstone have been seen at the Haven more than once during late May, and John does not
mention summer plumage, so I am not sure if either of these were newly returned birds (as
were, I assume, the seven Dunlin in summer plumage which Paul Winter saw at Keyhaven on
June 14) +++
Another noteworthy local sighting was of an Osprey seen well flying low over Noar Hill last
Sunday - the news comes via Tony Gutteridge who had it from an unknown birder who had
seen the bird just before Tony arrived. Interestingly the bird was heading northwest, so hardly
pressing south with urgency but hopefully intending to wander in Hampshire for a while before
going south. +++
Tony himself saw four, maybe five. Turtle Doves while he was a Noar Hill.
The most interesting observation that I have heard for a long time comes from Lawrence Holloway
who has twice recently visited a garden centre somewhere in the Bognor Regis area and on
both occasions heard strong Greenfinch song which was a cock Chaffinch. I have heard of
experiments whereby new hatched finch chicks have been brought up in soundproof rooms
without contact with their parents and these traumatised birds have turned out to be poor
singers (said to prove that they learn their songs from their parents but maybe also proving that
young birds which suffer trauma at a young age are affected by it for the rest of their lives). My

theory about this bird is that it has been subject to an experiment whereby the eggs from a
Chaffinch nest were swapped with those from a Greenfinch nest, the young hatching with the
‘worng parents’ but learning their songs. So keep an ear open for male Greenfinches in the
Bognor area singing Chaffinch song. +++
That is not the only ‘silly season’ story as we have an update from John Chapman to the story
which he started (see my notes for Tuesday June 17) with the sighting a ‘troglodyte Blackbird’
searching for food among the wheels of abandoned shopping trolleys in the darkest recesses
of the underground carpark below the Havant Waitrose store. Yesterday John re-visited the
carpark and found the Blackbird still there, though this time a little nearer the entrance ramp
from the road outside. +++
Going back to Lawrence Holloway’s observations I see that when he was at Sidlesham Ferry on
June 16 the count of Black-tailed Godwit was down to one (also there were 2 Avocet and 1
Spotted Redshank). Lawrence is the first to note the preence of an unspecified number of
Shelduck juveniles at the ferry pool, though I expect they have been there for a little time now.
WED 18 JUNE
Derek Hale was out on the Isle of Wight today, finding two male Teal and a single male Pintail in
the Yarmouth station pond. We know that a few Teal stay and breed in Hampshire each year,
but the breeding of Pintail here has never (I think) been proven - Birds of Hampshire quotes the
presence of a male and female at Farlington Marshes during May and June of 1983 as the only
suggestion of breeding, though there have been quite a few records of single birds staying
around through the breeding season instead of heading east and north. Pintail have bred in
Sussex and there were indications of breediing in each of the years 1996 -99. Other
non-breeding birds at Yarmouth included 37 Black-tailed Godwit.
TUE 17 JUNE
A bird out hunting for food ‘in the dark’ was a male Blackbird seen by John Chapman here in
Havant when he went shopping at Waitrose and parked in their underground carpark. The bird
was pecking about on the ground among discarded shopping trolleys in dim artificial lighting
some 100 yards from the daylight outside the entrance to the carpark. I can’t think of any good
reason for the bird to be there as I doubt there is any spilt food on the ground, and while there
may be a few invertebrates to be picked up surely not enough to tempt the bird in? This may
well have been an accidental one off observation (a bird swerving into the carpark to avoid a
car and then becoming dis-oriented) but I did wonder if the bird might be one of a pair that had
found a secluded nest site in this ‘cavern’.
MON 16 JUNE
Today’s bad news comes from Giles Darvill who reports that the small Sand Martin colony in the
cliffs near the Taddiford Gap between Milford and Barton-on-sea has been vandalised and no
breeding success can be expected there this year,
More breeding success is reported by Ian Pibworth who made his usual all day visit to the
Testwood Lakes yesterday seeing 13 juvenile Shelduck (presumably already in a single
creche) with 11 adults, and 14 young Lapwings with 53 adults.
In connection with apparently poor breeding success by Bearded Tits at Pett Level I have the
impression that they have had a good season at Farlington Marshes though I cannot quote any
substantial facts, and I do know that at least 10 juveniles could be seen at Titchfield Haven on
June 1
PLANTS
SAT 21 JUNE
The Havant Wildlife Group met on Portsdown Hill today and explored the east end of the ridge
from the A3 to Fort Purbrook. Two significant first flowerings were of Red Bartsia (some call it
Red Rattle) and Vervain, but they had several nice finds including Lesser Hawkbit, both
Common and Small Toadflax, Slender Speedwell, Meadow Barley and Small Catstail (Phleum
pratense bertolonii). Below Fort Purbrook Rosebay Willowherb was flowering, and looking
back I see that Brian Fellows found this coming into flower as early as June 1. As well as the
large, yellow/brown spikes of Knapweed Broomrape they found smaller dark brown spikes
which I think must have been Common Broomrape that has already gone over.

Yesterday (June 20) Richard Carpenter found both Field Scabious and Meadowsweet in flower by
the Titchfield Canal Path and at the Hayling Oysterbeds Brian Fellows found one of the plants
of Vipers Bugloss was white flowered.
Going back to Thursday (June 19) Brian Fellows walked along a path which he does not normally
use, going down the west side of Dolphin Lake in Emsworth and beside it he found a 7ft tall tuft
of grass which he thinks is Lyme Grass. My first impression was that Lyme Grass only grew on
the sand dunes (there is a good show of it by the sailing club on the Langstone Harbour
entrance channel south of the Ferry Inn) but the Hants Flora has two references to it being
found inland - one near Warsash and one far up the Meon Valley at Warnford - and C E
Hubbard says that it is occasionally planted in gardens on account of the colour of its leaves
and spikes. +++
Also on June 19, as I had to go to south Hayling for an eye test, I went on for a walk around the
Black Point/Sandy Point area expecting to find Sea Holly in flower though none of the many
plants had flowers which had yet turned from green to blue, though I did find some Sea
Lavender with flowers near the Lifeboat Station. On the causeway a little Rough Clover was in
flower and on the left hand side of the entrance into the club grounds the Bugloss (Anchusa
arvensis - not Vipers Bugloss) that I expected to see was out though you do not see it unless
you go up the ramp at the end of the causeway. Sea Rocket (Cakile maritima) was in flower but
must have been out for some time now as must be true of the Bell Heather in the old hospital
grounds though the Large Evening Primroses were more recent. Sea Spurge was another
plant that I have not seen until now but has been out a long time. One surprise was a plant of
Hounds Tongue (with hardly a flower left on it) in the ‘half fenced off’ area on the Chichester
harbour shore of the reserve. Rather worrying was the apparent disappearance under new
shingle of many of the rare Sea Knotgrass plants - I could only see two plants, one looking
totally dead, they other having one finger of green on its ‘pile of deadwood’
THU 19 JUNE
John Goodspeed today visited the shore of Paulsgrove Lake north of Portchester Castle where
the harbour ends in a narrow inlet on the south west side of the huge ‘tin shed’ in which Vosper
Thornycroft have built many small warships for foreign navies in past years. A public path runs
up the western sea wall of Paulsgrove Lake here taking you north from the Castle to the
housing and industrial units south of the A27, and the northern section of this path runs
alongside a mini-nature reserve managed by Hamsphire County Council and called ‘Castle
Shore’. This part of the sea wall has long been a place to see Chicory flowering each summer,
but when John was there today he seems to have made a significant discovery for, in addition
to Chicory and Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea, he found flowers there which he describes as ..
‘a vetch/clover which I take to be Lucerne but among it there are colours from yellow through to
dark purple. As it is almost certainly planted I guess it’s a hybrid of some sort.’ +++
I have not seen the plants but John’s description points to one of two subspecies of Medicago
sativa (of which Lucerne is a third, and by far the commonest subspecies) - the first two are
both described as very rare in the Hants Flora and have only been recorded (in the Flora) at
Southampton Docks. One is called Sickle Medick, the other Sand Lucerne. I think we can rule
out Sickle Medick as all its flowers are yellow, but Stace’s description of Sand Lucerne (M.
sativa varia) says that the flowers are variously yellow, pale mauve to purplish, green or
blackish. I think this find deserves expert attention and perhaps we can get Eric Clement to
pop up from Gosport to have a look at it. (Having spoken to Eric he confirms the rarity of Sand
Lucerne in Hampshire, where he has never seen the plant, though he says it is still common in
East Anglia) +++
Last year Portchester produced another unusual alien in the form of Vicia villosa (Fodder Vetch) found by Val Henry - and I have just been checking whether a trip to Portchester to see the
Sand Lucerne could be profitably combined with a search for the Fodder Vetch but I suspect
that will not appear for another couple of weeks of more as it was freshly flowering in early to
mid July last year. The other local rarity that I have been looking for, but not found so far, is the
Lathyrus hirsutus which should re-appear on the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ this summer but that
also will probably not show until July.

WED 18 JUNE
A walk around Fort Purbook on Portsdown this morning gave me my first Restharrow and
Squinancywort flowers plus the first open flowers on the common Buddleia ‘Butterfly Bush’ and
Eyebright (though Christoph Harwood had discovered the first flowers of some form of
Eyebright on the hills above East Meon as early as May 10 this year). I also saw my first Hoary
Plantains here following close on Richard Carpenter’s find of the first last Saturday. Pyramidal
Orchids were super abundant here with quite a few Common Spotted that are now going over
and a few Bee Orchids but none of the Southern Marsh Orchids which I was hoping to find after
Brian Fellows gave me directions as to where he found them - their remains may well be hidden
in the long grass near the south edge of the path which runs parallel to the main Portsdown Hill
Road and if anyone wants to have a look Brian tells me that the plants he saw were on the
south side within 20 yards west of the point at which the path coming downhill from the main
entrance of the fort (over close mown grass) meets the larger track. The approx map ref is SU
679063
MON 16 JUNE
Today Richard Carpenter was working the Brownwich and Chilling area where Agrimony , Ladies
Bedstraw, Musk Mallow and Viper’s Bugloss were all showing that summer has arrived, and on
the Hampshire chalk near Winchester Dave Pearson counted 98 Greater Butterfly orchids in
the Farley Mount area while Martin Pitt was hard at work for much longer counting 5350
Common Spotted orchids on a roadside at Chineham (northern fringe of Basingstoke)
Yesterday, over the border at Box Hill in Surrey, Pete Vaughan found Fragrant and Man Orchids,
but Richard Carpenter beat him by one day with a find of 50 Fragrant orchids on Old
Winchester Hill on Saturday (June 14). I wish I could report that Richard had also found Man
Orchids but I have serious doubts as to whether any will flower in Hampshire this year despite
the attempts to protect and encourage them on the hill above Exton. One plant which Richard
did find and which is still in plentiful supply on the chalk is the perfumed Hoary Plantain and
Horseshoe Vetch was also flowering here (and will help to support the Chalkhill Blues) despite
the demise of the Adonis Blues (which are solely dependent on it).
In many parts of Hampshire Glyceria maxima (Reed Sweet-grass) is abundant and can
completely choke water channels but I have never expected to see it in the Havent area as the
nearest location for it given on the distribution map in the Hants Flora is the Hilsea Moat area
along the north of Portsea Island. I was very interested therefore to hear that it has been found
in the Emsworth Brook Meadow area - Brian Fellows says it was listed in a survey carried out
there in 1991 by the HWT professional surveyors. Needless to say it has not been re-located
yet but two good grasses were added to Brian’s year list for the site during the past week Meadow Barley and Crested Dog’s-tail
INSECTS

SAT 21 JUNE
Several long lists of butterfly and other insect sightings have reached me as a result of today’s
glorious weather encouraging people to visit the good butterfly sites and these reflect a general
increase in numbers of White Admirals and both Dark Green and Silver Washed Fritillaries but
the only new species on the scene were Southern Hawker dragonflies (two seen in the
Wiltshire side of Bentley Wood by Maurice Pugh who had a total of 31 Silver Washed Fritillaries
there along with 5 Small Pearl-bordered still flying), the tiny Bird-cherry Ermine moth (seen on
Stockbridge Down by Mike Duffy) and the Ichneumon Fly Amblyteles armatorius plus a fly
called Merodon equestris both found by Richard Carpenter in his Hill Head garden.
Good local butterflies were seen in the Botley Woods/Whiteley Pastures area by Mark Litjens,
including 28 Silver Washed Fritillaries, 3 White Admirals and 4 Commas, and on the Titchfield
Canal Path Richard Carpenter yesterday had 2 more Commas and a single Marbled White that
I think must have been blown from elsewhere (is there a colony thereabouts?) +++
In Sussex someone counted 13 Dark Green Fritillaries on Beachy Head, though Mark Litjens
came close to that number with 10 on Martin Down where he also had 15 Small Tortoiseshells
and 140 Small Heath with one of several Hummingbird Hawkmoths which continue to pour into
the country.

The RSNC guide to Butterflies written by Jeremy Thomas indicates that the first brood of Holly
Blue butterflies should have died out by mid-June with a pause of about three weeks before the
summer brood appears in early July, but reports of Holly Blue sighitngs continue to come in
with recent sightings on June 12, 15 and 16, and today two were flying around a Holly tree in
Theo Roberts garden at the foot of Portsdown Hill when I went to the ‘Open Garden’ event
there today. As no one has yet remarked on a sighting of fresh looking individuals I have
assumed that these are all spring brood insects that have survived longer than usual, but when
I remarked on having seen the two Blues to Theo he told me that Andrew Brookes had been to
see him earlier today and had said that he had already seen fresh specimens. At the moment
I do not have the details of Andrew’s sighting, and I may have got the wrong story but it does
seem likely that the summer brood is now emerging.
FRI 20 JUNE
The first White Admiral of the year was seen today by John Hunt at Bartley Heath (near Hook by
the M3 in north Hampshire), along with several of the Ringlets which were also first reported in
the north (at Basingstoke on June 17) and which have now been seen at Carpenters Down
(north of Basingstoke), Burkham Home Farm (near Lasham south of Basingstoke), in West
Wood by Farley Mount to the west of Winchester, and at Claylands in Bishops Waltham +++
Another sign of summer has so far only been granted to the Isle of Wight from where Derek Hale
reports the first Purple Hairstreak seen in the Cassey Bridge area of Newtown Harbour
yesterday (June 19)
THU 19 JUNE
James Wheeldon sends me news of the first female Stag Beetle which I have heard of this
summer, seen on the wood pile which he has created to encourage insect life at the
Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields at Hilsea. I imagine that female Stag Beetles can
and do fly but I think that the great majority of the sightings of flying beetles which we have on
warm summer evenings are of males which fly hither and thither in search of the females.
These males do of course crash land anywhere but the last two which I have seen this summer
have landed among the leaves of trees, maybe indicating that they expect to find the females
still in the trees up which all the beetles clamber after first emerging as adults - the males need
the height to take off on their flights in search of females but there is no such need for the
females to risk their lives jumping out of trees, and it is reasonble for them to stay in the original
tree and wait for a male to seek them out, after which they need only clamber back down the
tree to lay their eggs in the rotten wood from which they have only recently emerged. Of course
the supply of that rotten wood will eventually come to an end, and then maybe there is a need
for the females to fly in search of new deadwood, and possibly that is why James found the
female beetle on his log pile.
Turning to dragonfly news Tony Wilson has sent me an interesting if worrying note concerning
dragonfly species which have already disappeared from southern England, or seem about to
do so. Tony writes .. ‘On 6th June on the way back from seeing the Black Lark in Anglesey I
called in at Chartley Moss near Stafford. Having got permission from English Nature and after
eventually finding the site, which is an incredible floating bog on a lake, I got great views of 4
male White-faced Darters. This site is the furthest south that the species occurs and is
probably now the best site in the country. They were last seen at Thursley Common about 10
years ago and have all but disappeared from their other stronghold in Cheshire with just single
records in the last few years. I think anyone wanting to see this species in England (they do still
occur in Scotland) needs to do so soon! +++
On a more local theme I'm getting very concerned about the future for Club-tailed Dragonfly in
Sussex. They have been very scarce in the last 2 or 3 years and this year a number of people
have searched the usual haunts around Midhurst/Petworth and I have only heard of 1 or 2
being seen. About 4 or 5 years ago you could see a dozen at a time at places like Shopham
Bridge (not Stopham Bridge where they are also sometimes seen). The future seems bleak for
this species as well.’ +++
WED 18 JUNE
It seems that we are at the height of the Stag Beetle season, and reports reaching me indicate
that there is no shortage of them in the Havant area. Last week I happened to go into my front

garden around dusk on two evenings and both times I saw a Stag Beetle making one their
fantastic flights (and crash landings), then at the weekend a note through my letterbox told me
of four or five being regularly seen in a garden in the nearby Denvilles area, and today two
more reports reached me. One was from Martin Hampton who lives on the opposite side of the
Hayling Billy trail to my house, and he says there are .. ‘plenty of Stag Beetles in my garden and
the vicinity recently. Good news for the monster-tolerant, but not for the squeamish’ and this
remark leads on nicely to something my wife told me after visiting the local Glenhurst School
where a group of small boys were having to be dissauded from trying to kill a monster which
they had found in their playground (a male Stag Beetle). I’m not sure how you get the message
across to youngsters that these creatures are harmless and have equal rights with us to their
existence on earth but maybe you go along with them and pretend these really are monsters
from outer space but explain that their antlers, waving above their heads, are their equivalent of
our ‘hands up’ signalling ‘We come in peace’. Of course this could be carried further by the
children who would insist that the aliens were also signalling the other standard message ‘
Take me to your leader’ which would require the beetle to be carried to the head teacher’s
room, and escalate the charade to unwanted levels ... In this case the confrontation between
species was handled well and no harm came to either side, but earlier this year I had a phone
call from a teacher at a special school for children that other schools could not cope with - he
wanted to know how to persuade the children to live in peace with a colony of Stag Beetle
grubs which had just been unearthed from the ground by a digger removing an old tree root in
the school grounds. I don’t know what the outcome was in that case but I’m pretty sure the
grubs did not survive though I cannot tell you how many were eaten with bravado by those
children who wanted to demonstrate their macho qualities, or how many were forced down the
throats of the less macho kids ....
A morning walk around Fort Purbrook on Portsdown gave me a good selection of butterflies
despite a fresh wind. Marbled Whites and Painted Ladies were in the majority with about half a
dozen of each, followed by four Speckled Wood plus singles of Small and Common Blue, Large
Skipper, Small Tortoiseshell and Comma. I saw one Cinnabar Moth but no Burnets.
TUE 17 JUNE
The first Ringlet butterfly of the year was seen today in Eastrop Park (centre of Basingstoke) by
Colin Hennem, and at Bentley Village (on the A31 between Alton and Farnham) Derek Mills
found a colony of Mullein Moth caterpillars on an almost totally devasted plant of Great Mullein.
MON 16 JUNE
A piece of good news from Andrew Brookes, the leader of the south east Hants group of Butterfly
Conservation which has done much good conservation work on Portsdown Hill in recent years.
Two years ago major work was done on the water reservoir located between Fort Nelson and
the Nelson Monument at the west end of the hill top, and the group obtained permission to seed
the large expanse of bare earth covering this enclosed reservoir when the work was finished.
Kidney Vetch was the main seed used and it immediately established itself so that this year’s
crop is a second generation of self sown plants which have now established themselves.
Yesterday Andrew watched Small Blues egglaying on these plants as intended - well done to
the group.
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 21 JUNE
Trevor Carpenter this evening saw a Roe doe at Titchfield Haven with two kids (I believe they
occasionally have triplets but most of the deer have just one kid).
FRI 20 JUNE
As early as May 19 I noted Ian Pibworth’s observation of a Roe doe washing her new born kid at
the Testwood Lakes site near Southampton. For the first few days of their life the tiny kids are
left hidden in long grass or the like with occasional visits from the mother to allow them to
suckle, but three weeks later the kids will have been strong enough to run with their mother to
escape from danger, and so can follow her around during the day and night.
MON 16 JUNE
The weekly newsletter which Brian Fellows writes for the Brook Meadow conservation group at

Emsworth has an interesting observation made by Martin and Margaret Baggs last Friday
(June 13) of at least three large Eels in the River Ems running under the footbridge on which
they were standing, and on the following day Brian went to the same spot and saw an Eel that
was at least two feet (60cm) long and which he thinks by its dark brown colour and size was a
female. +++
I have always been a bit puzzled by the life cycle of Eels so I took this opportunity to check up on
it. I may well have got some things wrong and welcome correction but my understanding is that
our Eels only breed in the Sargasso Sea, most of the way from here to the Caribbean. So the
young eels start their life out in these tropical waters but before long they set out to return to the
coasts from which their parents came (this is just a guess, as is my conjecture that the adults
which spawn the young then die and never make the return journey). I read that, on reaching
our coast, some of them stay in the salt water of esturaries and do not go into fresh water, but
I think the great majority do swim up stream, sometimes crossing dry land to arrive in isolated
ponds rather than sticking to the waterways. +++
I don’t know what determines where their journey ends (nor if they remain in one area or move
about restlessly during their time in this country) but I read that they can spend as long as 30
years here before returning to sea to breed and die, and in those years they can grow huge my source quotes East Anglian records of Eels that weighed 23 lb (10.5 kg) and 27 lb (12 kg)
respectively, both being over 5 feet (150cm) long. +++
One of the mysteries of Eels is that when they are adult they come in two types defined by the skin
colour - brown and silver eels - and these types have slightly different body shapes (browns are
‘bigger headed’). I think my book is suggesting that all eels are of the brown forn from the time
that they arrive here until they are ready to leave for the sea again, and that they then change to
the silver form to head downstream and out to sea. +++
Eels are mainly nocturnal and most live in murky water so they use scent rather than sight to
locate their food (fish eggs, snails, and no doubt puppy dog tails if any fall in the water). If you
get a close look two nostrils set widely apart on the upper lip of their mouths, and these are
used for smelling out prey, not for breathing.

BIRDS

WEEK 24 JUNE 9 – 15 (Edited Version)

SUN 15 JUNE
The bubbling of a female Cuckoo was an unexpected sound when I arrived at Warblington for a
CBC visit this morning and a male Cuckoo was also singing there - maybe their activities
accounted for the fact that only two Reed Warblers were heard (where there were six last
week). Nothing else was worth special note +++
In the afternoon I went to Budds Farm and found the Swans which have nested on the pools now
have two cygnets, and on the water of the Hermitage Stream off Broadmarsh slipway I counted
18 more Swans, the start of a summer moult flock which could number 75 or more birds next
month. Other birds on Budds Farm pools were two Shelduck, a couple of Little Grebes, six
Tufted Duck and 17 Mallard plus several Coot - none of these had any visible young and the
pair of Canada Geese were not to be seen.
Trevor Carpenter tells me that Common Terns are now feeding chicks within Titchfield Haven
+++
Several waders have already begun to return to Hampshire shores. At the Lower Test Marshes
yesterday Paul Winter saw 2 Green Sandpiper with a third on the nearby Testwood Lakes, and
at Keyhaven he noted 5 Knot and 7 Dunlin - all the Dunlin and 2 of the Knot were in their
summer plumage. (You will recall that 2 Knot were seen in Pagham Harbour a week ago on
June 8).
Another Green Sandpiper was back at Farlington Marshes yesterday when Will Walmsley was
there for the WeBS count. Will also reports the presence of 6 Bar-tailed Godwit, 2 Teal, 2
Shoveler, 270+ Oystercatcher, 150+ Curlew and an estimated 90 Black-tailed Godwit but does
not indicate if any of these were newly arrived or have been there for some time.

SAT 14 JUNE
Having to visit the IBM lake at Portsmouth for the monthly WeBS count at midday today I might as
well add my observations from that visit to this update. The headline item at this time of year is
always the count of Canada Geese which have arrived to spend their summer moult period
there - there will be a lot more when I go there in July but today the count was 173 adults with
three families having a total of 17 goslings. A couple of Mallard families, each of 8 ducklings,
seem to have survived to acquire their first adult plumage and Little Grebe had young in two or
three places but of the 12 Tufted Duck that I saw (now in pretty tatty plumage) none had any
young. +++
The senior Swan family were present with 5 cygnets but the second pair seem to have vanished
from the site, and I did not see any Great Crested Grebes (though Kevin Stouse saw one as
recently as last Wednesday so there is a good chance that a pair is present and will appear with
young before long). +++
Two items which may be of interest are firstly that the Little Egret which has been reported as a
regular sight near the main reception entrance to the offices for a couple of months is still there
and seems quite accustomed to human comings and goings. When I went by it flew out from
the cover of bushes by the channel which drains the main reception lake but landed again on
the grass nearby and watched me from a distance of about 50 yards (though a Heron which I
disturbed there went off over the buildings with a loud squawk of objection to my presence).
+++
The other item of interest was that when I was walking north through the carparks, alongside the
water channel which runs north from the Building D entrance I twice heard what I can only think
was a Cetti’s Warbler with an unusual ‘song’ which made me wonder if it could be a Dunnock
with a megaphone. The sound was brief and very forceful, as Cetti’s always are, but sounded
more like a brief warble than the rythmic staccato notes of a normal Cetti’s. Dave Tolcher told
me he had heard one in this area (north of the buildings, not around the lake) in mid-May, and
I would be interested to hear from anyone who can confirm that the bird I heard is a Cetti’s
FRI 13 JUNE
The weather was fine for my second Breeding Bird Survey visit to Harting Down, and before
leaving home I had two House Martins over my garden briefly before they headed west back to
some breeding site in west Havant (the local birds that have always nested a couple of streets
to the east of us have not turned up this year). On the South Downs Way between the Harting
Down carpark and the start of my BBS transect Skylarks and Meadow Pipits both sang volubly
(on my first visit I feared the Meadow Pipits had deserted this place), and during the 2km
transect route I heard all the birds that I was expecting except for Turtle Dove. Willow Warbler
and Chiffchaff, Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat, Yellowhammer and Marsh Tit were all
recorded along with Bullfinch, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Nuthatch while the Jackdaws
that are always noisy here decided to give me an idea of their numbers when 27 flew overhead.
Just outside the transect I watched a male Stonechat which became very anxious when I
showed interest in Common Gromwell growing in a scrubby patch of ground just off the beaten
track (where it probably had a mate on a nest), and in the gap between the two halves of the
transect a Goldcrest sang briefly. Coming back along the South Downs way several Linnets
were active and a great cloud of Rooks (presumably the inhabitants of the big rookery in South
Harting village and their young) were searching for food. +++
Passing through Forestside on the way to Harting a single Red-legged Partridge scuttled along
the roadside (by the houses just south of the steep hill down to West Marden),
THU 12 JUNE
A couple of items of local news come from myself and Brian Fellows. Brian tells me that the ‘litter
nest’ built by Swans on the Emsworth Millpond (south end, near the Emsworth Sailing Club
building), in which three eggs were laid and on which a Swan sat for several weeks, has now
vanished without trace of eggs or cygnets (a not unexpected outcome for a pair of ‘first time
nesters’). More unexpected is the fate of the Langstone Mill Pond Swan pair. Last Monday
(June 9) I noted that one Swan was back on the pond and wondered why it was not with its

mate and three cygnets in the mouth of the Langbrook Stream to which they had moved - as
normal - as soon as the cygnets hatched on May 14. This evening I visited the pond and found
both parents but only one cygnet present. The Cetti’s Warbler was singing loudly from the
reeds around the pond and seven Egrets were visible on the night roost trees at Wade Court (it
was then still light and I did not make any attempt to wait and see if more arrived)
WED 11 JUNE
I believe I am right in thinking that the screaming parties of Swifts which circle and swoop over
established nest sites in June are not just the resident breeding birds but include a number of
young birds that did not breed this year but feel the urge to have a look at prospective breeding
sites they may come to in future years. In past years such parties over my part of Havant
would number 20 to 30 birds in June building to 40+ in July when the young begin to come out
from their nests and join the adults prior to departure. So far this year four to six birds have
been fairly regularly seen in the mornings and evenings with occasional glimpses of seven or
nine birds on fine evenings. This evening we had 11 birds over the site, and I reckon they
represent the 20 to 30 birds of former Junes ... +++
To help offset gloom over declining numbers I can record that the half dozen House Sparrows
which come to feed in my garden have brought at least two juveniles with them in the past few
days, and at least one Blue Tit family with at least three youngsters has been in the garden this
week. I do not feel quite as pleased with another addition to my garden year list this week when
four Canada Geese flew over low and noisily
Richard Carpenter was at Titchfield Haven today with a better class of breeding bird (a Water Rail
seen with one youngster). Four Little Egrets were alas all adults as were two Bullfinch and
there was a single Tree Creeper - an unusual sight within the reserve.
TUE 10 JUNE
News from Peter Hughes at the Pulborough Brooks RSPB reserve starts with a request to visitors
not to loiter outside the reserve visitor centre where they might disturb a pair of Barn Owls
which have three (up to) ten day old chicks in a nest box in the visitor centre roof. A camera
has been installed so you can see the young birds in the nest from within the building.
Other news from Pulborough includes occasional sightings of a Greenshank (by now it must be
regarded as a ‘summer resident’?), whle Lapwing chicks can still be seen with their parents.
Little Ringed Plover are showing as adults only, and yesterday a Red Kite was seen high
overhead.
A round-up of Selsey/Pagham news for yesterday (June 9) from Owen Mitchell records just 5
Black-tailed Godwit still at Sidlesham Ferry Pool with two Teal and the regular two Avocet (but
no mention of Shelduck with or without young). In the west fields he came on two pairs of
Turtle Dove and saw just two Lapwing with a single male Stonechat on a bush and singles of
Hobby and Buzzard in the air. Five Tufted Duck and 7 pairs of Little Grebe were on water and
two separate Lesser Whitethroat were encountered. At the Bill itself 7 or more Gannet were
seen with 2 Fulmar heading west (a lone Grey Wagtail also flew west - already on autumn
passage? or just returning to a mate somewhere just round the corner?). Offshore there were
only 3 Common and 9 Sandwich Terns in two hours.
On Monday evening Tony Gutteridge was in the southern part of Stansted Forest near the Main
Avenue a good half hour before sunset and nevertheless had several roding Woodcock active
- what surprised him was that their flight path did not follow the line of the main broad rides here
but seemed to be at random over the tree-tops. When doing my two Woodcock Survey stints
here I have noticed the same thing - although the birds occasionally fly down the side of the
north south avenue most of the time they are over the tree-tops. I believe that part of the
function of a male Woodcock roding flight is to ‘beat the bounds’ of its territory, but the main
function is to search for female Woodcock which wait for them on the ground, and I wonder if
the layout of Stansted Forest is such as to encourage the females to lurk in the various small
clearings where trees have been felled and along the minor tracks which divide the woodland
compartments. They are much less likely to be disturbed in such isolated clearings than in the
very broad main avenues (which are 50 to 100 yards across). A flight path joining these
cleared spots would appear to be a random line to an observer on one of the main avenues...
+++

Tony also came on a family of Marsh Tits working their way along the edges of the ‘Ornamental
Dive’ (the once paved carriageway between Stansted House and Rowlands Castle railway
station which runs parallel to but north of the Main Avenue). In past years families of Willow
Tits have been encountered in the Forest both west and east of the road - I think there is little
chance of coming on one this year!
A note from Kevin Stouse adds to the news of his Farlington Marshes walk last Sunday - where
Matt Coumb told us that some 60 Canada Geese were still to be seen on the main marsh near
the deeps (I think they stay here for their moult) Kevin adds that the lone Brent was still with
them, and in connection with the Yellow Wagtail which Matt told us was seen in the same area
Kevin tells me that he spoke to Bob Chapman about it and was told that the male which they
saw has got a female present in the reserve, but the two do not seem to have got their act
together and no young are expected.
MON 09 JUNE
My personal experience of Little Owls has been that, once you know their favourite perches, they
are quite easy to see at all times of the year except during the breeding season when they are
much more cautious about showing themselves anywhere the nest site and so tend to vanish
from the places where you can see them earlier in the year. As soon as the young are out of
the nest they become even easier to see, sitting in extremely obvious places such as the top of
telegraph poles through the long midsummer evenings. +++
This year reports of sightings by other people during the breeding season seem to have been
more numerous - maybe because there are more owls, or maybe because people have found
the places where the male owls hang out away from the nest site while the nest is in use. My
own experience has not changed, and the pair which nest each year around the Pook Lane
part of our Warblington Farm CBC plot remained invisible to me from March until now - this
evening there was one of the owls sitting out on a fence post with no cover for 100 yards in
every direction, and I take this to be a sign that the young are now out of the nest. Anyone in
Havant who wants to see this bird may well do so if they go south on Wade Lane and look east
when they are half way between the A27 underpass and the entrance to Wade Court. Look for
the roots of a large tree which has fallen over, exposing a large circle of bare earth around the
tree roots, and then look at the fence posts between where you are on the road and this ‘root
ball’.
On the same trip during which I saw the Little Owl I passed Langstone Mill Pond and saw a single
Swan on it, giving me concern that the pair which raised three cygnets here has broken up (and
presumably lost their cygnets). Being good parents this pair take their cygnets away from the
pond (where foxes can easily take them by surprise) and spend the rest of the summer on the
sea at the mouth of the Langbrook stream, about half a mile to the west, the other side of
Langstone Bridge, where I saw them happily together last week. +++
On the subject of Swans Brian Fellows tells me that the Peter Pond family, which also took their
brood onto the sea at an early stage, still have their 5 cygnets with them (after losing 2 at an
early stage). Brian does not mention the pair on their ‘litter nest’ near the Emsworth Sailing
Club which had been sitting for some time on at least three eggs - I hope they have not failed.
Other Swans are now arriving in the Emsworth area as the summer moult flock there builds up.
The total in the Emsworth area had been 70 in Jan, 80 in Feb, then dropped to 59 in Mar and
just 44 in April, and had started to build up to 55 by May 25 and numbers 62 today but will soon
reach 100 or more. So far I have seen no sign of a similar build up in the Broadmarsh area at
the mouth of the Hermitage Stream and must go and have a check on that area.
A message from Mark Tutton today told me that when he went to the B&Q Depot near the A3M in
the Havant area over the weekend he was one of the last customers for the day, and on coming
out to the nearly empty carpark he saw a Red-legged Partridge feeding happily on the grass
banks around the carpark. There is plenty if ideal nesting habitat for these birds along the
gorse and scrub covered banks of the A3M adjacent to B&Q, reminding us of the excellent
wildlife habitat that exists in motorway verges (so long as the Partridges remember they are not
Chickens and do not attempt to cross the road!)
Tony Gutteridge also told me today that on his last visit to the Warblington fields he had seen a
Red-leg in one of the CBC plot fields - there is probably a pair nesting in one of the hedgerows

this year (undetected by us) as there has been in several previous years.
Kevin Stouse led a walk from Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes yesterday morning, and Matt
Coumb tells me that among the sightings was a single Yellow Wagtail (hanging on bravely
without a mate?) at the Deeps where the Canada Geese numbered around 60 (no mention of a
Brent with them this time). They only saw around 10 Black-tailed Godwit but did see several
Kestrels (a pair already having their young out hunting with them? or maybe just members of a
couple of pairs nesting locally that now have hungry young causing both parents to go out
hunting?), and they saw one Cuckoo - despite falling numbers elsewhere the Cuckoos thrive
here on the Brown-tail moth caterpillars which few other birds will eat. Just east of the
Chalkdock entrance to the reserve a large patch of hawthorn and bramble had been completely
stripped of all foliage by these caterpillars when I was there within the past week. +++
Matt says that Kevin’s walk party did not see either the Pectoral Sandpiper nor the Bonaparte’s
Gull. Presumably the Sandpiper had replenished its fuel tanks and moved on (Bob Chapman
thinks this is the same individual bird which has chosen to use Farlington Marshes as a spring
passage stop-over point for the third year running), but where the Bonaparte’s Gull has gone
remains a mystery. +++
Jason Crook had been unable to access a computer over the weekend but now tells us that his
last sighting of the genuine Bonaparte’s Gull was on Friday (June 6), and that he was present
when Lee Evans later dropped in and proclaimed that the bird he was looking at was not a
Bonaparte’s. Jason agrees with this, settling the uncertainty as to whether Lee had seen
Jason’s genuine bird and dismissed that as a Black-headed - it seems that many birders over
the weekend tried to turn young Black-heads into Bonaparte’s, and Lee Evans (as one would
expect) was not fooled by the bird pointed out to him, the important thing being that he did not
deny there was a genuine bird.
PLANTS
SUN 15 JUNE
Best of the new flowers seen when I was walking the Warblington Farm fields this morning was
Bog Pimpernel, making several large pale pink patches on the damp grass of the SSSI field. A
less noticeable first flowering in that field was Wild Celery. In drier groun Spear Thistles were
flowering and in the chirchyard several plants of Smooth Hawk’s Beard were in flower, and in
the cemetery one plant of Black Nightshade had flowers (probably an oddity as it seems early
for the plant to flower). The first Field Rose that I have noticed was out and a couple of patches
of Marsh Cudweed had flowerheads (I can never tell when they are actually flowering!)
Yesterday the Havant Wildlife Group made their annual count of the Southern Marsh Orchids on
the Langstone South Moor, getting a very creditable total of 4,474 flowering spikes (numbers
here have varied from around 500 to 8000 over recent years). I was pleased to hear that they
also found Large Bittercress in the same field - I have not found it there before but it’s
appearance co-incides with the sudden appearance of a lot of it in the Warblington SSSI this
year, They also found Bee Orchids flowering in the old IBM playing fields near Southmoor
Lane where they first appeared last summer.
Good news from John Goodspeed is that on June 12 he found up to 30 flowering plants of Venus’
Looking Glass on Portsdown at the same site (just west of Fort Southwick and just outside
Fareham/Portchester Common) where he found plants last year. He gives a map ref of SU
626066 and says that the plants are at the foot of a steep bank on which the chalk has been
bared by the activities of motor cyclists.
SAT 14 JUNE
Visiting the IBM North Harbour site at Portsmouth today I found the expected display of Bee,
Pyramidal and Common Spotted Orchids scattered all round the site and was pleased to see
the remains of a Southern Marsh orchid close to the ‘Children’s Pond’. More unusual sights
were of Lathyrus apahaca still flowering in the east end carpark (and L. nissolia on the islands
in the lake), Hairy Birds-foot-trefoil (Lotus subbiflorus) on the close mown banks of the exit
route from main reception, and - best of all - a single plant of Rough Marsh-Mallow (Althea
hirsuta) in perfect condition, just opening its first pink flowers above the six segmented

epi-calyx. This species has been present for over twenty years on the banks of the lake south
of the buildings (though I could find none there today) but this plant must have established itself
in a totally new site on the north side of the buildings where I found it on a grass bank very close
the ‘Irish Fountain’ (by the Main Reception) down which water rushes to give a head of
pressure to the otherwise stagnant water in the canals which drain this ‘below sea level’ site. If
anyone wants to look for the plant it is northwest of the Irish Fountain where the ground slopes
up onto a low bank lined with ornamental trees, and it is growing right on the edge of the grass
adjacent to the ‘flower bed’ area. +++
Other plants that were new to my flowering list were Common Centaury, Lady’s Bedstraw, Ribbed
Melilot, Creeping Thistle, Perforate St John’s Wort and Musk Mallow. New to me personally
were Black Knapweed and a single flower on Great Willowherb (Brian Fellows found this near
Lumley Mill in Emsworth back on May 20 but that must have been a freak!). +++
Self-heal and Hedge Bedstraw were flowering well but I had seen these yesterday on Portsdown,
and I could not claim the Yellow (not Dotted) Loosestrife which grows beside the ‘ford’ to the
islands as none of the yellow buds were yet open. Corky-fruited Water Dropwort was well into
flowering (not new) and a single plant of Fern Grass (Catapodium rigidum) which I found in the
carpark edge cracks was not yet flowering.
FRI 13 JUNE
I visited Harting Down early this morning to complete a bird survey, and as soon as I had left the
mown grass of the carpark area to head east on the South Downs Way I was thrilled to see the
magnificent display of Common Spotted Orchids on the unmown downland and would
recommend anyone to check it out. You really can’t miss the show but to get the best view go
through the gate from the carpark grass (you probably won’t notice that there is a second gate
to your left but if in doubt I am referring to the higher of the two gates) and you will see a broad
main track going ahead and a less broad but well used track going ‘half right’ from the gate.
Use neither of these but take a less used path running between these two and heading for the
fenced area around the hilltop dew pond. This will take you through the thickest area of
orchids, and a little way along on your right you may see a large specimen with broad blotched
leaves that suggests to me a ‘pardalina’ form of Marsh Orchid, and no doubt you will pick out
other hybrids or variations. At one point I found what I would describe as a normal Southern
Marsh Orchid, but this was on its own in long grass north of the dew pond and on the north side
of the first broad track you come to. +++
Elsewhere in my circuit of the area I enjoyed the great show of Wild Thyme and found one patch
of Common Gromwell with many clumps of Deadly Nightshade, with its large tubular brown
flowers open, on disturbed ground where scrub has been removed. In one area Lady’s
Bedstraw was just about to open its yellow flowers and several Musk Thistles had partly open
flowers, though none with the beautifully scented soft cushions of purple flower fully open. +++
Later in the morning I paid a brief visit to Skew Road on Portsdown above the M27 at Portchester
and found the expected mass of Field Cow-wheat on the motorway bank (starting to go over)
with two separate clumps close to Skew Road which had started to flower later and still had the
full ‘gold and purple’ look. On the sunny bank of Monument Lane I could only see less than a
dozen of the Small Yellow Foxgloves (Digitalis lutea) where there used to be up to a hundred maybe there are more to come and maybe I missed some but I fear they are being choked out
by ivy and scrub. Three new flowerings here were Agrimony, Self-heal and Hedge Bedstraw,
and firsts for myself were the Pyramidal Orchids and Black Horehound (the latter first seen by
Richard Carpenter at Noar Hill on May 19). Other plants which have been seen before but
which are now getting into their summer show were Small Scabious and Yellow-wort
THU 12 JUNE
Following hard on Richard Carpenter’s find of Skullcap flowering at Titchfield Haven yesterday
Brian Fellows today found it out on the brick wall which prevents the ‘tow path’ between
Westbourne Church and Lumley Mill Lane from falling into the Lumley Mill stream artificial
channel. John Goodspeed was also having a day out in Sussex, visiting Kingley Vale with the
Portsdown Conservation Volunteers having a well deserved holiday outing. Among their other
finds were the lovely Long-stalked Cranesbill flowers and two more Greater Butterfly orchids.

+++
On the subject of orchids Brian Fellows has sent me a photo of an orchid he found flowering in the
Fort Purbrook area of Portsdown Hill, high and dry on the chalk, and I have no doubt that this is
a perfectly normal Southern Marsh Orchid which has chosen to grow on dry chalk. My own
recent finds of this species growing on dry chalk at the Huckswood Lane chalk quarry north of
Idsworth, and the finding on Harting Down noted for June 13 above, suggest that conditions
this year favour the downland version, but in answer to Brian’s question about where he can
find a description of the’downland form’ I have to say that there is no apparent difference (and
no separate description) between the wetland and dry chalk plants. Stace lists eight different
habitats from fens to colliery waste tips though his wording suggests that the plants grow in
damp patches of the drier habitats, but my original orchid bible (David Lang’s ‘Orchids of
Britain’) says that the plant is widespread in a variety of base rich wetlands but goes on to say
.. ‘It can also be found growing on dry chalk hills and especially in abandoned chalk quarries’
Brian also sends me news from Emsworth’s Brook Meadow where Meadow Barley had started to
flower yesterday and where he also found Plicate Sweet Grass (which perhaps appears a little
later than the commoner Floating Sweet Grass which has already appeared at Warblington
and elsewhere - at Warblington some ditches that in previous years have been full of what I
thought was the Plicate species have shown no sign of it so far, but that may be due to cattle
grazing!). Also in the wetter parts of Brook Meadow Brian believes he has found the true Blue
Water Speedwell to match the Pink parent (found by Richard Carpenter at Titchfield Haven on
the same day - June 11) of the common hybrid +++
Yesterday evening John Goodspeed led a walk from Fort Nelson carpark east along the southern
slope of Portsdown towards Fort Southwick, finding a good show of the ‘Belgarum’ variety of
Bee Orchids and seeing the small blood red Rough Poppy (a first for the year), as well as
Sulphur Cinquefoil - the latter on what is variously known as Portchester or Fareham Common
WED 11 JUNE
The lovely blue flowers of Skullcap were seen today at Titchfield Haven by Richard Carpenter,
along with the first Pink Water Speedwell. Richard also visited the Botley Woods where
Meadow Thistle could be seen (Richard has already seen these in the New Forest and John
Goodspeed noted them at Hookheath on May 23). +++
Here in Havant Smooth Hawk’s Beard is in bud in my garden, and a short walk along the old
railway track behind my house this evening found Bristly Ox-tongue already in flower with Pale
St John’s Wort about to open its yellow buds. The Meadow Cranesbill which has started to
flower there this year and was first seen by me on June 1 now has a second cluster of flowering
plants in a second site, a single Yellow Flag has started to flower in the wetland area, and a
Field Scabious (a regular here) is now standing tall but not likely to be in flower for a week or so.
+++
For orchid enthusiasts I see that Rupert Broadway, when searching for butterflies at the Yew Hill
nature reserve south west of Winchester last Saturday (June 7), found three Greater Butterfly
orchids
MON 09 JUNE
On May 23 I described a find of Knotted Hedge Parsley plants at the foot of a stile giving access
from Mill Lane at Langstone onto the northern part of the South Moor and today I found those
plants in flower. If you want to see them go through the kissing gate from Mill Lane, turn right
and climb the stile that is adjacent to the kissing gate. Once you are over the stile look back at
the bottom of the handpost forming part of the stile and, on a tiny patch of bare earth clinging to
the base of the post, you will see a tiny cluster of ‘parsley type’ leaves. A close look at them will
reveal a couple of tiny white blobs hiding among the leaves and these are the ‘umbels’ of this
‘humble’ relative of Cow Parsley.
At Brownwich on the shore west of Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter was today the first to find
Common Toadflax in flower, and with it Black Knapweed (which Brian Fellows had found at
Fort Widley on Portsdown last Friday). The white flowers of Yarrow were also starting to show
there. +++
Yesterday Richard had been in the Hook Valley area, finding Yellow Horned Poppy flowers on the
shingle beach with both Biting (bright yellow) and English (pink leaved and white flowered)

Stonecrop. Going north on the path up the rim of the valley he found more Climbing Corydalis
(already seen by him on the Titchfield Canal Path last Tuesday). +++
On Friday (June 6) Richard added Common Meadow Rue to the flowering list with a find at
Titchfield Haven, and among numerous plants now flowering in Brook Meadow at Emsworth,
and mentioned in Brian Fellows’ weekly newsletter for that site, is Reed Canary Grass
INSECTS

SUN 15 JUNE
Both Dark Green and Silver Washed Fritillaries were first seen last Friday (June 13), the Silver
Washed by Sue Clarke at Bentley Station Meadow near Alton and the Dark Green by Lynn
Fomison when visiting friends ‘somewhere in the Meon Valley’. Two more Dark Green were
seen on Stockbridge Down on Saturday (June 14) by Rupert Broadway and another single
Silver Washed was at Whiteley Pastures/Botley Woods seen by Mark Litjens, also on June 14.
+++
June 13 also saw the first Essex Skipper, its black tipped antennae spotted by Rob Edmunds at
Fleet, and June 12 remains the date for the first Marbled White (seen by Lynn Fomison at Yew
Hill) though some doubt is cast by a remark from Theo Roberts who today (June 15) told John
Goodspeed he had seen Martbled Whites ‘earlier in the week’.
Another addition to the year list made on June 14 by Mike Duffy at Stockbridge Down was the day
flying Chimney Sweeper moth - as it’s name implies it is a smart black colour all over!
This morning (June 15) I spent just over three hours in the Warblington Farm fields, and as the air
warmed, Small Tortoiseshells began to appear - a few in each field. A single fresh Comma was
a pleasant surprise, and I also saw a Red Admiral, a Small White and a couple of Speckled
Woods. +++
After lunch I visited the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ and in the grassland on top of it I saw four
Five-spot Burnets, which had only just emerged, with half a dozen Meadow Browns, a couple
of Marbled Whites and singles of Large Skipper and Common Blue. Several Silver Y moths
were seen here with a single Yellow Shell moth, and elsewhere I saw a single Painted Lady.
SAT 14 JUNE
A single, very fresh Five-spot Burnet moth was the only insect find of any interest at the
Portsmouth IBM site today, though I did see just one Marbled White fly by and had perhaps half
a dozen each of Commn Blue and Silver Y moths with a single probable Small White.
FRI 13 JUNE
A good half-dozen Marbled Whites were flying on the south face of Portsdown above Portchester
this morning, the first I had seen, but when I got home and checked my email I saw that Lynn
Fomison had already seen one at Yew Hill, south of Winchester, yesterday +++
THU 12 JUNE
I have noted above that today saw the first Marbled White out at Yew Hill but it also saw the
emergence of Silve-studded Blues at Silchester Common in the very north of Hampshire –
On Bow Hill above Kingley Vale John Goodspeed today saw at least 8 fresh Small Tortoiseshells
and a single Green Hairstreak (no doubt more worn by now!)
WED 11 JUNE
Richard Carpenter found a good show of both dragonflies and butterflies in the Botley Woods
area today, starting with 5 Emperor Dragonflies, 4 Downy Emeralds, 1 Broad-bodied Chaser,
2 Beautiful Demoiselles and 2 Banded Demoiselles. The butterfly list was not quite so
impressive but read 2 Grizzled Skipper, 4 Large Skipper, 3 Meadow Brown, 5 Small Heath, 1
Painted Lady and 1 Common Blue.
TUE 10 JUNE
A Hummingbird Hawkmoth was today seen nectaring on Sweet Williams in a garden at
Stubbington, just south of Fareham, by an acquaintance of Richard Carpenter’s, and yesterday
Andrew Brookes, when visiting Jenny Mallett at Great Funtley Farm to the north of Fareham,
saw a pair of fresh Small Tortoiseshells ‘making friends’ before coupling
Also in the Funtley village area Maurice Opie had his moth light running on several recent nights,
including this evening when it attracted 12 Elephant Hawkmoths, and it has added nine new
moths to my year list. Five of the nine were seen this evening and they were Ghost Moth,

Snout, Sycamore, Satin Wave and the Green Oak Tortrix (Smoky Wainscot was also recorded
and was new to Maurice but had been seen by Barry Collins here in Havant on May 30).
Sunday evening (June 8) brought the first Mottled Beauty and Shoulder-striped Wainscot, and
Saturday evening added Barred Yellow and Small Dusty Wave
In view of the large invasion of Painted Ladies that has recently occurred it is interesting to hear
that Andy Barker was out fishing in a boat off the Isle of Wight on the night of May 31 and
watched a continuous stream of these butterflies coming low over the water from the south.
MON 09 JUNE
Butterfly sightings made today show an increase in numbers of both Large Skipper (one at
Coulters Dean near Petersfield and 6 at Oaken Wood in the Botany Bay complex near
Chiddingfold east of Haslemere) and of Meadow Browns (only one at Oaken Wood but Richard
Carpenter had 8 at Brownwich on the shore near Titchfield). Even more impressive was a
count of 20 Painted Ladies at Brownwich where Richard also had 5 Small Tortoiseshells and
Brian Fellows had two more at Emsworth. Brian also had a good show of Banded Demoiselles
on the Ems at Emsworth.
Yesterday (June 8) Jonathan Forsyth was back in the rich grassland around Home Farm at
Burkham (near Lasham south of Basingstoke) and saw the first two Small Skippers of the year
along with some 175 Common Blues and 65 Small Heath plus 15 Painted Ladies. He only had
8 Meadow Browns, 3 Large Skippers and 1 Small Tortoiseshell but he did record 9 Silver Ys
and 33 Burnet Companions. (It is possible that the first Burnet moth was out at Farlington
Marshes but as the only account of it is as a ‘Red Burnet’, with an apology for not counting the
spots, I cannot dismiss the possibility that this was still a Cinnabar. +++
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 14 JUNE
Ten years ago I was not surprised to make estimates of the number of Pointed Snails (Cochlea
acuta) on the IBM Portsmouth site in terms of thousands, and on a hot summer day they would
climb wooden posts around the edge of the western carpark to cluster like barnacles on a ships
bottom (they climb anything to avoid frying in the heat at ground level - just a few inches up the
temperature drops by some ten degrees!). Recently I have hardly seen any so I was pleased to
see one healthy specimen today in the briefest of seaches in a likely area. +++
Wading out to the islands in the lake I was quite startled when a patch of water close to me and
half the size of a tennis court started to boil as if a volcanic eruption was taking place. This was
because the shock waves from my wading had disturbed twenty (maybe fifty) huge Carp that
were presumably spawning in the shallow water. I don’t think any large fish were introduced
into the lake after an outbreak of some disease a good ten years ago which caused the majority
of these fish to die (and be buried in a large communal grave pit - quite a pile of them!).
Presumably some survived and have now established a good population once more.
TUE 10 JUNE
Walking along the Main Avenue of Stansted Forest in the dusk last night Tony Gutteridge watched
two deer appear in the open, coming towards him until they saw him when they quickly
disappeared back into the trees (but without revealing their backsides fully). Tony is very
familiar with the Fallow Deer which are numerous in Stansted Forest, and with Roe Deer which
abound everywhere, but he was uncertain as to what these were. He said they looked a bit like
small Red Deer and went on to say .. ‘Both had long curved spikes for antlers - one animal's
were shorter than the other's. I couldn't see whether they had any side spurs. They were quite
frisky and approached at first down the middle of the avenue. When they saw us they trotted
off into the undergrowth with no real sign of urgency.’ +++
Tony would like to know if any unusual species of deer have been seen in the area recently, but in
default of any such sightings I would guess that these were a couple of young Fallow bucks
born last year and just growing their first set of antlers. I believe that these first years start
growing their antlers a little earlier than the older bucks which may have only cast last year’s
antlers in May and will not have grown much of a new set by early June - the new set will not be
fully grown until mid-August and will still be in velevet then, changing the look of the antlers
from what we will see in the autumn rut. The other thing which makes the antlers of young

Fallow Bucks look very different to those of the mature adults is that they do not have the broad
blades and multiple points, but are more or less rounded spikes without any branching. Their
age would also account for the fact that they looked smaller than a normal Fallow deer.
MON 09 JUNE
During the walk around Farlington Marshes led by Kevin Stouse yesterday morning (June 8) the
bird watchers spotted a Lapwing standing out on the main marsh and then noticed a Weasel
actively hunting close to the bird which showed no sign of any alarm. While they were watching
the observers saw the Weasel pounce on and carry off what was probably a Field Vole.
Presumably the Lapwing sensed that it was not the target of the Weasel’s hunt...
BIRDS

WEEK 23 JUNE 2 – 8 (Edited Version)

SUN 08 JUNE
Ed Griffiths has just told me that news of the first successful Egret breeding in Buckinghamshire
has been released by the Bucks recorder - he does not have full details but believes a single
juvenile fledged in a north Bucks nest at the end of May. I wonder how many nest sites these
birds now have in Britain? Ed points out that there are unlikely to be any located further from
the sea.
SAT 07 JUNE
Paul Winter seems to have recorded the start of ‘autumn passage’ when he saw a Green
Sandpiper at the Lower Test Marshes today - it seems it ‘returned’ there on June 5, though I
would not be surprised if it were not the one seen by Bob Marchant at Hook/Warsash on May
28
Martin Pitt thinks the National Trust deserve a round of applause for their success in converting a
dry meadow near The Vyne at Basingstoke into a wetland in which Lapwing and Redshank
have both hatched young for the first time this year - he saw a pair of Redshank with one chick
there today.
I myself spent the dusk hour in Stansted Forest looking for Woodcock and finding at least two.
Two surprising entries on the list of other birds in this area at sunset were House Martins
overheard and a Blackcap singing from a block of mature larch - not the habitat in which I would
expect it.
A dramatic bird story on HOSLIST today comes from John Wells at RAF Odiham and relates to an
incident yesterday - he tells how one of Britain’s most powerful fighter planes - a Jaguar - was
very nearly brought down in flames by a Red Kite. Luckily the air traffic controllers at the station
saw the Kite rise vertically from the grass near the approach runway as the jet came in to land,
and the pilot reacted promptly to their instruction to abort his landing, so both plane and bird
lived to try to have an accident another day.
FRI 06 JUNE
Several Quails were heard calling at Martin Down on May 31 by Peter Smith and on June 1 Doug
Robertson also heard at least one there, but the first report of them in Sussex has only just
come through - two heard calling today on the downs to the south east of Amberley.
Hampshire news for today is mainly from Will Walmsley who went to Farlington Marshes and
noted a couple of things that are of interest to me but never seem to be included in other birders
reports. The first was the presence of a Brent Goose with Canada Geese near the Deeps and
the other was a count of 35 Black-tailed Godwit at the lake. Each year I take an interest in the
number of Brent which remain in our harbours, mostly managing to elude detection by land
based birders from mid-May to early September despite there usually being half a dozen of
them in Langstone Harbour and 12 to 20 in Chichester Harbour (with very occasional reports
from Portsmouth Harbour).
The reports of Brent which I have for this summer start with what was probably the last migrant one flying east past Seaford on May 4. In Chichester Harbour Barry Collins had one at Thorney
Island on May 5 and Kevin Stouse saw 8 in the Fishbourne channel on May 11. On May 15
there were reports of 2 on the sea off Hill Head (these may be going to spend their summer in
Portsmouth Harbour), and there was another isolated report of one in the Lymington Marshes
on May 30. Coming to Langstone Harbour I saw 3 at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream on

May 9 and 2 were still there on May 11 - after that nothing until Ian Thirlwell saw one in Eastney
Lake on May 29 and now Will’s single at the marshes today.
Breeding season reports of (non-breeding!) Black-tailed Godwit have been fairly regular from
Titchfield Haven since the last migrant flocks were reported night-stopping at Rye harbour
(seen leaving at dawn) in the first couple of days of May. Counts from Titchfield Haven were of
67 on May 1, 63 on May 7, 55 on May 14 but then 70 on May 23 (there could well have been
that number there throughout early May - counts are rarely comprehensive!). Numbers seem
to have dropped after this - 40 were reported on May 25 and May 28 and that was down to 36
on June 4. Smaller numbers were in Pagham Harbour (max count of 26 on May 18) and the
northern harbours of the Isle of Wight (only 5 at Yarmouth on May 19), but until now there has
been no hint of the number in Langstone Harbour - in view of Will’s news of 35 there today I am
assuming the situation there to be similar to that at Titchfield Haven.
THU 05 JUNE
Today’s bombshell/damp squib came from the infamous Lee Evans who decided to drop in to
Farlington Marshes for five minutes, glance at the Bonaparte’s Gull and instantly dismiss it as
an odd Black-headed gull. Lee obviously has a wealth of experience and his judgement was
probably correct but I wonder if he actually saw Jason’s bird or if he assumed that the first
Bonaparte look-alike pointed out to him by an inexperienced birder was the one causing the
genuine excitement of the past few days. A nasty blight has been spread over the story of this
bird by Lee’s decision - it is sad that he did not take time to contact the original finder and make
sure they were talking about the same bird. I see that Lee has one supporter in Peter Raby,
who reports that .. ‘I was at Farlington yesterday and took digital photos of all the claimed
Bonaparte Gulls. I can tell everyone that all images were of young or first summer Black
Headed Gulls’ This implies to me that more than one bird was being identified as the
Bonaparte, none of them the genuine article, but not disproving the existence of a genuine
Bonaparte’s. +++
Also seen yesterday, at Farlington Marshes in Hampshire, were a late Black Tern in the harbour
and a very unexpected Golden Plover. Unfortunately Bob Chapman, who put out the news of
the Plover, did not say if it was in breeding plumage - if it was (like the Grey Plover which Trevor
Carpenter saw at Cams Bay on June 1) it must have been a stunning sight but it may well have
had the drabber look of a winter/immature bird as do the majority of the Grey Plover which stay
the summer in Langstone Harbour.
The latest round up of news from Pulborough Brooks which has just appeared on the SOS new
page is dated June 3, when a Greenshank was seen there (as was another on May 30 - were
these two the same bird which is staying the summer there?). Several Lapwing had chicks on
show then so it seems as if a few young birds may fledge without being eaten by foxes, as may
several Nightingales which are currently being fed in their nests by parents.
WED 04 JUNE
One or two Avocet have been an occasional sight at Titchfield Haven for some time but today 5
Avocet appeared in the south scrape, presumably non-breeding birds with nothing better to do
than to wander along the coast. The other surprise sighting was of a pair of Shelduck leading a
family of ten or more ducklings swimming on the sea where there are still a dozen Eider. In the
reserve the count of Black-tailed Godwit is 36 and the high tide roost of Oystercatchers
numbered 123. (These sightings are the combined results of visits by John Shillitoe and
Richard Carpenter) +++
At Farlington Marshes Dave Ryves found the Bonaparte’s Gull sleeping at the lake from 2pm
onwards, and the Pectoral Sandpiper was also having a snooze at the Deeps
An article in today’s issue of the Portsmouth NEWS has a blank where it intended to print a photo
of the rare ‘Little Egit’ bird found at Fort Gilikicker. They were unable to find a picture of this bird
- can you help? See the Insect page entry for June 3 for more on this story.
TUE 03 JUNE
After searching all morning in vain Jason Crook eventually re-found the Bonaparte’s Gull at the
Farlington Marshes Lake at 1:15pm, and he was able to keep an eye on it during the afternoon
until it flew west over Portsmouth at 7:15pm. Keeping an eye on it was not easy as it made at
least one almost complete circuit of Langstone Harbour, right down to the harbour mouth and

back, during the afternoon.During the afternoon a Pectoral Sandpiper also arrived at Farlington
Marshes.
South of Pulborough, also on May 31, Tony Deleiros watched a daylight hunting Barn Owl over
the Amberley Wild Brooks area being mobbed by four Redskank (which presumably had chicks
there)
MON 02 JUNE
Very encouraging local news comes today from James Wheeldon who tells me that one of five
bird nestboxes he has put up around the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields at Hilsea
is now occupied by a pair of Spotted Flycatchers - I wish the family every success and a return
to the Hilsea Lines area of Portsmouth next year! +++
Presumably not staying to nest was a Common Sandpiper seen today at Hook near the mouth of
the Hamble, but the date did send me to check Birds of Hampshire where I see that the species
has attempted breeding in the county at least once. Further, looking at the breeding
distribution of the species I see that plenty of them nest a lot further south than us in central
France and northern Spain, and my book of bird nests tells me that they are by no means tied
to fast flowing streams for their nest sites, with some nesting away from any water body. +++
Finally among items that caught my eye in Russell’s news I see that 35 pairs of Little Tern are
attempting to nest somewhere in the Lymington/Hurst area, which reminds me that we have
heard no more about the gull/tern nesting colony at the mouth of the Beaulieu river since it was
said to have been totally abandoned, for no apparent reason, earlier this spring. (see the
siimilar story below of the much smaller Tern colony at the Chichester Lakes). +++
Other breeding bird census info from Russell confirms that Sedge Warbler numbers are
significantly down at Lymington, as they are at several other sites this summer. +++
Having just mentioned Terns breeding at Lymington I must quote Barrie Watson re the
disappearance of the breeding Common Terns at the Chichester Lakes (see my notes for May
30). Barrie says .. ‘Tim Edwards noted only one or two birds in early May, but on 14 May there
were 50-60 terns apparently settling in on both breeding rafts. I next visited on 22 May and
found no terns at all. An influx was noticed in Chichester Harbour at about that time. I have no
idea why they have left New Lake. Has anyone else? Last year usual numbers nested but all
the young died for no obvious reason.’
One other item in today’s messages comes from Kevin Stouse who had been at a meeting with
the people responsible for site management at the IBM Portsmouth site (in this instance the
management of nuisance caused by the many feral pigeons which regard the buildings as
having been built for their benefit). Kevin heard that this year the many Crows and Magpies
around the site had been doing a great job by following the families of very young Canada
goslings and managing to ‘take out’ a significant number of the birds. (This reminds me of my
less favourable feelings towards the Crows on that site in the days when the western carparks
still had shingle beds separating the cars and the last pair of Ringed Plovers to breed on the
site sat patiently on their eggs despite the comings and goings of cars within yards of their nest
- as soon as the eggs hatched the young had to make a fifty yard dash across the carpark to
reach the safety of the canal/dich bordering it, but not one made it - the crows swept down from
a tree top observation post and I watched the chicks go down the throats of the Crows, nearly
but not quite choking them!)
Nearer home, as far as I am concerned, yesterday gave David Parker a further sighting of a
Spotted Flycatcher close to his home in Forestside, making it seem almost certain - in view of
other recent sighings - that a pair have settled to nest in that area. I sugget to David that he
checks out the large old Cedars of Lebanon that grow not far north of his house - the
Flycatchers are unlikely to nest in them but they love cedars as flycatching perches.
I thought I had finished writing these notes, and could look forward to getting them on the web
within the next hour, when the phone rang and Alistair gave me more news about the
Bonaparte’s Gull which he has seen at Farlington Marshes today +++
The gull continues to show for the third day, and what I learnt from Alistair is that it likes to feed on
the mud, not in the water, so it may be seen off the seawall when the tide has recently fallen,
but when the tide is high it is more likly to be seen around the muddy edges of the lake. To pick
it out look for a bird that is slightly smaller than the Black-heads and a bit more active. Its head

plumage consists of not much more than the blackspot which a Black-head would have in
winter, and the markings on its wings that show it to be a young bird are distinctly black (not
ginger). The most distinctive thing which Alistair noticed was its non-stop ‘foot paddling’ on the
mud which (like many of the Black-heads, though they do it more lethargically) it uses to coax
prey items to the surface.
PLANTS
SUN 08 JUNE
Walking through the Townend House carpark (on the old Hayling Billy line below the Old Town
Hall and Museum here in Havant) this evening I noticed a display of some particularly dark pink
wild roses so went to check the smell of the leaves which were strongly apple scented - my first
Sweet Briar of the summer. Just after the carpark we took a look at the magnificent sown
wildflower display by the Lymbourne spring, now at its best with all species flowering .
SAT 07 JUNE
The Havant Wildlife Group met in Havant Thicket this morning and walked south across the open
grassland of the Gipsies Plain where one particular ditch has its usual great display of Common
Spotted Orchids. With them were Marsh Bedstraw and (not in flower) Marsh Pennywort. Near
the entrance to Hammond’s Land Coppice Dotted Loosestrife was in flower, and fairly
permanent puddles in one of the Havant Thicket rides had Floating Sweet Grass.
In Stansted Forest at dusk I found masses of Heath Bedstraw on the west side of the Broad
Avenue many leaves of Red Bartsia were already showing. Where the Broad Avenue meets
the Rough Avenue at the top of the hill I was surprised to see a single Common Spotted orchid
in flower among the Bracken where I do not recall seeing orchids before.
Yesterday (June 6) Brian Fellows was on Portsdown and found the first Black Knapweed in flower
near Fort Widley.
FRI 06 JUNE
I see from the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation web news that when Peter Vaughan went to
Ballard Down (between Studland Bay and Swanage Bay on the Dorset coast) on May 24 he
found Early Gentians already in flower, reminding me that those who know where to look for
them could now find some at Noar Hill.
Yesterday evening I paid a quick visit to the orchid meadow on the Langstone South Moor and
found that there was already a good dsplay of Southern Marsh orchids in the southern part of
the meadow (well over 200 must have been out) but I did not check out the north and east parts
of the meadow.
THU 05 JUNE
Today was forecast to be the only day without morning rain this week so I had to change my
schedule and carry out a Common Bird Census visit to Warblington before completing these
notes in order to fit in the required 10 visits to the farm before the end of the breeding season.
+++
Best of the newly flowering plants seen by myself was the Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) in the
marshy SSSI east of the cemetery. This is supposed to grow only where fresh and salt water
mix, but the plants here (unlike those by the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton where the high
tide pushes salt water half a mile inland from the shore, espcially when there is little flow of
fresh water to stem the tide) are behind a sea wall and the stream running through the meadow
has an effective tide flap, so I can only attribute the increasing numbers of Brookweed plants
here - many a couple of hundred yards from the seawall and twenty yards of so from the
running water of the stream - to the seepage of salt water through the ground below the
seawall. Perhaps low rainfall is washing less of the salt out of the soil and allowing the salinity
of the ground to build up? +++
New to this SSSI field since my last visit on May 25 were some 50 flowering Southern Marsh
Orchids - hopefully there will be more to come but we can no longer expect counts of 800 or
1000 spikes here. Less notable first flowerings were Water Figwort and the tiny flowered
Tufted Forget-me-not. Not quite in flower but showing at least one flower bud was
Round-leaved Fluellen seen in the drier cemetery. +++
As might be expected after finding the first local Bee Orchid flowering in a Bedhampton garden

last night, Tony Gutteridge this morning found quite a few Bee Orchids flowering by the side of
the slip road bringing westbound A27 traffic from Chichester down to join the A259 for
Emsworth or Havant. There was a good show here last year and I hope to see them again this
year.
WED 04 JUNE
Richard Carpenter was in the Titchfield Haven reserve today and added Marsh Bedstraw to the
flowering list. Also there he found Sea Plaintain and Smooth Tare. +++
In Bedhampton (west end of Havant) at least one Bee orchid was flowering in a garden, seen by
Tony Gutteridge who tells me he had already seen Bee Orchids flowering on the Isle of Wight
(Adgestone area) during the past week.
TUE 03 JUNE
On the Titchfield Canal path Richard Carpenter today found Climbing Corydalis in flower. No
doubt it can also be seen by the footpath up the valley from Hook Lake to Warsash Church - the
only place at which I have personally found this plant.
MON 02 JUNE
This afternoon I cycled to Hayling Island, finding the white form of Red Valerian flowering at the
southern end of Langstone Bridge and Greater Knapweed in flower as soon as I reached the
coastal path. Just south of the Oysterbeds I saw my first flowers of Meadow Vetchling (found
near Emsworth by Brian Fellows as early as May 21) and in the open space grassland between
the coastal path and Saltmarsh Lane Sulphur Cinquefoil was in flower with a few blood-red
flowers of Grass Vetchling but none of the expected Pale Flax. The next open space (between
the gate ending the coastal path and West Town Station proper) had nine Locust Trees
(Robinia pseudacacia) draped with white flowers, and on reaching Sinah Common Hedgerow
Cranesbill and Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant were still in flower. +++
At the Childing Pink site I was greeted with a carpet of blue Sheeps’s Bit and pink-stemmed white
flowers of English Stonecrip (both firsts), and when I had got my eye in for the Childing Pinks I
counted 36 plants and was much impressed to find four of them measuring 30cm high (one of
them was 34cm) and these were all new plants a foot or so west of the original thin line along
the edge of the gorse. +++
Gong on to the seaward side of the beach huts I was specially pleased to find the first lovely Sea
Bindweed flowers, and near the golf course fence a single plant of Tree Mallow (which I do not
recall seeing there before) was in flower. Then, in shingle at the foot of the southern fence of
the golf course, I found just one Yellow-horned Poppy plant in flower and further west I saw a
single spike of Viper’s Bugloss (this had already been seen on May 24 at Northney) and my
first and only clump of Little Robin (also not a first - but seemingly almost the last as number
have plummeted on this beach) +++
Now came the real high-spot of my trip, finding by far the biggest display of Nottingham Catchfly I
have ever seen at this site - over 100 plants where there are most 25 or 30 plants in the years
I have been coming here. If anyone else wants to enjoy this show they will not find the location
of plants without some help, and I cannot see it will endanger the plants to give some detail. So
if you want to find them go to the pillbox which is outside the golf club fence and just east of the
sand dunes at Gunner Point, then walk east for about 100 yards along a broad path until you
come to a Holm Oak near the fence which has obviously had a big fire around its base and
blackened the tree. Behind the Holm Oak are two Pear Trees, one hard against the fence, and
you should get up on the path along the foot of the fence near here. Counting the first fence
post that is not hidden by the pear tree as 1 go west until you are between posts 4 and 5 and
here one good clump of plants is a little over a yard from the fence standing well above the
grass, but can you see it? Between posts 5 and 6 look to the horizon and line up a distant litter
bin with a prominent lupin bush (still alive when I was there) that is some 20 yards from you just
across the main track you came along. Note this lupin bush as it has a huge diplay of the plants
poking out from under its skirts, mainly on the east side. Now go to post 7 and here a cluster of
the plants is within three feet of the post, leaning out over the path you are on and if you can’t
see these plants you might as well give up and go home. If you can see them go carefully
towards to the lupin bush, trying not to tread on the plants, and see how many you can find.
+++

In this area nearly every lupin bush is dead from the fungus which afflicts it, but near the sand
dunes the bushes were unaffected when I was there. Coming to the dunes find your way into
the entrance of the large open sand arena (as a clue the wooden posts designed to keep
vehicles out have been destroyed!) and as you enter the arena look on your right to see an
excellent display of Hare’s Tail Grass That was the last thing that I noted before coming to the
Kench where, half way or more up the track along the east side of the bay, a small tree/large
bush covered with bright yellow pea type flowers is worth a look - this is Bladder Senna and has
been established here for many years.
Last year when I rode along the Ferry Road past the Kench on May 28 I was surprised to see Bell
Heather already flowering in the golf course beside the road. I did not see any today, but I was
reminded of it when I got home and read news from Richard Carpenter who was yesterday
(June 1) in the south west New Forest near Holmsley and found both Ling and Cross-leaved
Heath in flower along with Heath Spotted orchids, Lousewort, Heath Bedstraw and Meadow
Thistle. Later, in the south east of the Forest at Pig Bush Richard found the first Lesser
Butterfly orchids in flower
Also yesterday Brian Fellows found the Red-hot Poker plants near the Thorney Island Little
Deeps were already flowering (they have been naturalised there for years), and (although I
noted several of Brian’s finds in my notes for Sunday) I see that I omitted one of his most
significant finds on Portsdown by Ft Purbrook - this was the first flowering of Pyramidal orchids.
He also noted the Wild Privet flowering there.
INSECTS

SUN 08 JUNE
Brian Fellows found the first local Meadow Brown today when he was in the Groves area of
Stansted Forest, and I see that Rob Edmunds had one in Fleet on Friday (June 6), but neither
these nor Large Skippers have burst upon the scene with any vigour. These two mentions of
Meadow Brown in the past couple of days are matched by two single sightings of Large Skipper
(Mark Litjens had one at Martin Down yesterday and Sue Clark had one at Bentley Station
Meadow on Thursday June 5)
SAT 07 JUNE
Mark Litjens counted 52 Small Blue and 56 Small Heath at Martin Down this morning but had little
else to be proud of (5 Adonis Blue and 12 Common Blue were hardly records). Later he visited
the River Stour in Dorset in pursuit of dragonflies but I was impressed to hear that in a walk of
a mile along the river he passed some 60 Small Tortoiseshells - these must be the emerging
summer brood through Mark does not comment on their freshness. +++
He did find the first White-legged Damselflies but not much of a show of the Scarce Chasers he
was hoping for (only 4 teneral specimens). This seems surprising as Lawrence Holloway found
Scarce Chasers out at the Black Hole pond (Burton Mill area west of Pulborough) back on May
29. There was no shortage of Banded Demoiselles by the Stour.
THU 05 JUNE
I believe that the Home Farm at Burkham (near Lasham south of Basingstoke) is managed by the
Woodland Trust as a nature reserve which seems to be particularly good for grassland
butterflies, and when Jonathan Forsyth was there today he counted 110 Common Blues, 38
Small Heath, 7 Painted Ladies, 2 Small Tortoiseshells and 2 Brimstones plus 18 Burnet
Companion and one Cinnabar moth
Other than one Speckled Wood the only butterflies I saw on the Warblington Farm fields this
morning were three or four Painted Ladies, showing how ubiquitous these migrants are at the
moment. With them I saw one Silver Y moth, another migrant that has probably just arrived.
+++
Not of great significance was a sighting of my first Earwig of the year - it caught my attention when
it reacted (to the approach of my heavy boots along the tarmac road on which I met it) by
standing motionless with its pincers raised in threat against me (luckily I saw it and did not tread
on it). Seeing it and thinking that I had not seen one earlier this year sent me to check the life
cycle of these insects. It seems that the adults can be found all year round, but in the colder

months they bury themselves in soil and effectively hibernate. Another good reason for my not
having seen one is that they are nocturnal creatures. I read that the earwigs compose an order
of their own in the insect world, one of the smallest orders with only about 1000 species
worldwide and only one commonly seen in Britain (Forficula auricularia) which does have
wings (of the impossibly small size for the body length often seen in illustrations of mythical
flying dragons).
One other entry on the Butterfly Conservation website which I must mention came from Ashley
Whitlock who made a trip to the Ventnor area of the Isle of Wight on May 30 and was impressed
by the sheer numbers of butterflies. In the Wheeler’s Bay area, at the southern end of the
Bonchurch (Ventnor) undercliff, Ashley reckoned he saw over 100 Glanville Fritillaries (peak
count at our mainland, Hordle Cliffs, site for these butterflies has been I think 5), and when he
climbed to the downs above this beach he tried to count the Adonis Blues but lost count after
the first 100 and reckons that he saw over 1000 of them.
WED 04 JUNE
At Titchfield Haven today Richard Carpenter noted seven dragonfly species, among them another
specimen of the Banded Demoiselle which has so far been in short supply this year. Richard
also saw an Emperor Dragonfly, as did Mark Litjens who watched one early this morning which
had just emerged from his garden pond in Hedge End - there should be no shortage of these
soon.
TUE 03 JUNE
Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth website today reports a Hummingbird Hawkmoth as being seen today
in the Scilly Islands, with another sighting yesterday at Portland Bill, so there is a good chance
that we will soon be seeing pictures of ‘Humming Birds’ in our local papers (as we often do, the
people who see the insects being convinced that they have seen a bird and they have the
photo to prove it!) +++
That reminds me of a full page spread in our local Portsmouth NEWS for June 4 - the article is
about the efforts of various organisations to protect the wildlife around Fort Gilkicker which
stands on the shingle of the Solent shore at Gosport, and backs onto marshy grassland giving
it a very rich wildlife which I think deserves all the nature conservation protection that it can get
to minimise damage when (if) the old fort is converted into new housing. The article is headed
by a picture of the fort surrounded by inset photos of a dozen of so species that can be found
there and could be under threat. The justification for mentioning this article in the context of
‘Insect News’ is that there is one special insect that is, I think, a real rarity found only at this
location and named the ‘Gilkicker Weevil’ (Pachytychius haematocephalus). Another Weevil
(Apion loti) is mentioned in the article as only recently found at the site (but I am not aware of its
conservation status). +++
For those who still believe what they read in the press I suggest they check out this article,
espcially the bird pictures supporting it. Picture 7, described as a male Linnet, is a male
Stonechat but the most amusing ‘picture’ is a blank square labelled ‘Little Egit’ - clearly the staff
at the paper had searched all available picture libraries for a shot of this rarity, but it proved to
be so rare that no picture of it is to be found anywhere on earth!
MON 02 JUNE
Cyling to south Hayling today down the west shore coastal path I passed 5 Red Admirals looking
very fresh (maybe having emerged locally?) and several Painted Ladies, many more of which
were feeding on Thrift in the Sinah Common area and even more of which were enjoying the
evening sun on the old railway line as I cycled home (a total of 20 Painted Ladies would be
conservative) Some of these were very fresh, some extremely worn, but I feel sure they were
mainly migrants which had just arrived and were hungry for nectar. At least five Silver Y moths
were also assumed to be migrants but a dozen or so male Common Blues spread down the
length of Hayling were presumably residents (several of these were on the north pier of the old
Railway bridge in Langstone). +++
In addition to my sightings John Goodspeed passed me a note saying that last Saturday (May 31)
he had found a dead Hawkmoth at the Havenstreet railway station on the Isle of Wight, and is
pretty sure it was a Pine Hawkmoth
Also in today’s news James Wheeldon tells me that the team of groundsmen that look after the

Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields at Hilsea Lines make a point of stacking up dead
wood around the ground to encourage insect life (no doubt encouraged by Nik Knight who is
still very much in charge of the school’s prize winning biology department). Today, maybe as a
reward, a Stag Beetle was on one of the piles. This is the fifth Stag Beetle I have heard of in the
past couple of weeks - the fourth was found in rather unusual circumstances by Sue and Ray
Drewett in their Emsworth garden. Sue tells me that they were taking a protective fleece off the
ground around some delicate plant last Saturday when they uncovered a very sluggish and
bemused male Stag Beetle. Presumably it had landed on the ground and walked under the
fleece but had perhaps got stuck there with its antlers caught in the fleece. Anyway it was
grateful to be free ..
OTHER WILDLIFE

MON 02 JUNE
On 2 Sept 2002 I wrote the following in these notes .. ‘On Aug 19 I passed on Martin Gillingham's
account of how, while fishing on the banks of the River Severn in July, he had been attacked by
a group of 8 Mink that were after his fishing bait, and how another fisherman there was actually
bitten by these animals. Today another similar story comes from Steve Mansfield who tells
how he was cycling down a country lane near Cliddesden, just south of Basingstoke, in mid
July when he met a pack of seven or eight Polecats/Ferrets. Expecting them to run for cover
Steve cycled on and was very surprised when the animals made a concerted attack on his
bicycle. I assume that he got away by racing them, but I hate to think what would have
happened had they punctured a tyre and caused Steve to fall on the ground ....’ +++
Today David Thelwell, who went at dusk to the big Parnholt Wood, below Farley Mount to the
west of Winchester, in pursuit of Woodcock survey duties, wrote .. ‘Of all the areas to go out
birding on your own, I think my least favourite is a vast wood, miles from anywhere, after dark!
+++
This wasn't helped tonight, when as I was walking along a narrow track I saw a large mammal
coming towards me. It loped along the track, stopping every so often to check the vegetation.
Through bins I could see it was an enormous Polecat coming my way! Remembering stories of
their fearless attacks, on Hoslist, I eventually decided to lob a few pebbles in its direction. I
expected it to bolt away into the undergrowth. It took absolutely no notice, and continued its
loping gait towards me . Larger pebbles also had no effect either. In the end I stepped off the
path to let it pass, in case it was under the delusion that it was any match for someone armed
with a notebook and a dangerously sharp pencil! The animal carried on along the path right
past me without a care in the world and out of sight. The atmosphere wasn't improved by two
foxes barking to each other from the woodland gloom. +++
On the way back along the same bit of track in the near darkness, were two Hares which vanished
when a fox appeared and trotted along in front of me, seemingly also unaware of my presence.’
+++

BIRDS

WEEK 22 MAY 26 - JUNE 1 (Edited Version)

SUN 01 JUNE
A first summer Bonaparte’s Gull was fishing in Langstone Harbour for at least an hour at high tide
today, seen by Jason Crook and Bob Chapman - no doubt many others will be searching for it
tomorrow. Trevor Carpenter tells us that there have only been two previous Hampshire
records of this species, one in July 1980 in Langstone Harbour (spotted initially by Bill Oddie)
and the other in March 1986, seen off Fort Gilkicker at Gosport. I don’t lnow the status and
history of the bird in Sussex but I do know that one was very obliging to birders at Pagham
Lagoon between 14 Feb and 6 Apr 2002, allowing the watchers to form a ring around it while it
consumed bread at their feet! At that distance the bird was probably quite easy to separate
from Black-headed Gull but I think the things to pick it out from the mass of Black-headeds are
just a quicker wing-beat, the lack of the dark area under the Black-headed’s outer wing (giving
the effect of translucent primaries - at least in mature birds) and - in the case of this young bird

- the black colour of those parts of the upper plumage which would still be ginger coloured in a
Black-headed. Good luck to all who try to spot it among 6000 plus Black-Headed currently in
the harbour.
Note on Bonaparte’s Gull
This is a reasonably common gull around the west and east coasts of North America in winter; it
migrates north to Canada for the summer. It is relatively easy to pick up over there since it is
the only small gull you are likely to see. The Ring-billed Gull is like our Herring Gull and
Black-headed Gulls are very uncommon. I have seen it both in Vancouver in May and around
Montreal in June. It is like a small version of our Black-headed Gull. It is more buoyant in flight
and lacks the dark grey on the outer underwing of the Black-headed Gull, but I should hate to
try to find it among a flock of Black-headed Gulls.
A single Quail was heard today by Doug Robertson at Martin Down - the only one currently in
Hampshire that I am aware of but most do not make themselves known until June so this could
still turn out to be a Quail year. +++
Quail are usually heard only but if you go to Fishboune Creek you might well both see and hear a
Greenshank which Brian Fellows found there today when doing his Breeding Bird Survey - at
this date it could be intending to stay the summer, though very few Greenshank do so. Brian
also found 42 Shelduck in the creek - much the same number as Kevin Stouse found when he
led a walk there on May 11, but Brian did not see the 8 Brent Geese which Kevin saw on that
day and which are almost certainly summering.
SAT 31 MAY
John Shillitoe has been out of the country and only returned a few days ago. On May 29 he took
a quick drive round the Hambledon-Soberton area of his patch which should have plenty of
Corn Bunting singing in the hedgerows at this time of year, but where he had counted 16
singing birds on 20 May last year he could only find 2 on 29 May this year. Today he went out
around the area on his bike to make a serious attempt to assess their numbers and still could
not find more than 4. If anyone out there can paint a more cheerful picture please let us know...
+++
Perhaps doing a little to balance out gloom over the Corn Bunting population I can tell you that
John Simons recent statement that there are no Woodcock in Stansted Forest is not entirely
true. I have been given the SU 7411 square (north west part of Stansted Forest) for this year’s
Woodcock survey and made my first visit there this evening, standing at the junction of the
Rough Avenue (running northwest from the House towards Finchdean) and the Broad Avenue
(the north south one, which has recently been ‘widened’, coming up from the Main Avenue.
Twenty minutes into my hour’s stint a single roding Woodcock came over from the north, a
couple of minutes later a second bird also came south then after a short gap two quarrelling
birds came north followed (after long enough for the first two to have doubled back) by two
more disputing birds flying north. That was all during the hour but only three minutes after I had
started to walk home a group of three quarrelling birds passed over so there must be at least
three birds in that part of the Forest (and possibly nine).
FRI 30 MAY
My own surpise at finding a pair of Corn Buntings last Wednesday is echoed by Barry Collins who
has in past years regularly had several pairs breeding on Thorney Island around the pony
stables on the northern edge of the old airfield but it now down to just one pair that has been
present throughout May on the southern tip of the island. Over on the Isle of Wight Derek Hale
has similar cause for ‘rejoicing’ - having found no Corn Buntings in the Whale Chine area on his
previous recent visit he found at least one bird there today. +++
Similar ‘rejoicing’ comes today from Brian Fellows in Emsworth at the sight of 5 Swifts around the
Emsworth Houses to match the 9 I saw in Havant yesterday (only a few years ago we would
have expected parties of 20 or 30 birds by the end of May), but Brian cannot match my
pleasure in today finding two possibly nesting House Martins in the west of Havant (see below)
- he recalls .. ‘20-30 years ago I recall enjoying the sight of them nesting in the houses in
Victoria Road while walking the children to and from school. They disappeared about 15 years
ago. Then there was a colony of them nesting in the new houses at the top of Westbourne
Avenue about 10-15 years ago, but they have all gone too. I am not aware of any House

Martins nesting anywhere in Emsworth at present.’ +++
Another possible ‘local extinction’ which is much more unexpected (and as yet unconfirmed) is
reported by Andrew Howard who last week brought a group of students to visit the Chichester
gravel pit lakes, confidently expecting to see a colony of Common Terns nesting on the SOS
Nature Reserve at New Lake as they have done for at least 20 years. When they got there all
they could see was two Common Terns very high overhead. As yet no one else has
commented on this, and I don’t want to be a scaremonger without good reason so I hope we
will soon hear better news from there (maybe there was a particularly good shoal of fish in
Pagham Harbour that morning?)
Another bird currently giving several birders cause for elation is Honey Buzzard. Yesterday Steve
Keen watched one fly in off the sea at Tanners Lane east of Lymington and others saw one
come in at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) while Bob Marchant was very lucky to see two in the
New Forest (one no more than 20 yards from him giving its wing clapping display, the other
seen briefly and distantly). Prior to these four birds we have had another sighting in the New
Forest (by Doug Robertson on May 28 - maybe one of Steve’s birds?) and another bird coming
in off the sea at Titchfield Haven on May 25 (this one only an unconfirmed rumour unseen by
local birders). I suppose that a total of maybe six birds is better than none, but great excitement
over these sightings does not seem the most appropriate emotion when thinking about a
species that could easily vanish from southern England as a breeding bird before next summer.
(I know Honey Buzzards have managed to survive in fairly small numbers throughout my
lifetime, so I hope they continue to do so - with hotter summers and more insects likely to be the
trend they may even increase in numbers).
A morning cycle ride to the Broadmarsh area gave me my first two seemingly resident House
Martins over houses near the Hermitage Stream where it passes Bedhampton railway station
and my first Long-tailed Tit family at teh Chalk Dock entrance to Farlington Marshes. On Budds
Farm pools a pair of Canada Geese had four goslings and one of two pairs of Shelduck had just
two small ducklings out on the water. The Swan pair were still sitting though the pair which
attempted nesting in the nearby Brockhampton stream have clearly had no luck - they were in
the stream alone but the nest was abandoned. Over at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream
another pair of Swans with three cygnets must have been the Langstone Millpond pair. The
only other bird interest in this outing was to hear Meadow Pipit singing both near the South
Moor tamarisk pool and on Budds Mound.
Brian Fellows was pleased to see that the Swans at Baffins Pond have this year hatched five
cygnets (after not even bothering to build a nest last year) and that the Milton Lakes pair have
six youngsters with the Eastney Lake bird still sitting. There were also 18 Mallard ducklings
and 6 Coot chicks at Baffins enjoying a last week or so of relative tranquillity before the arrival
in June of up to 200 Canada Geese that will settle in for their summer moult in the certainty that
they will be well fed there at the expense of the Portsmouth City ratepayers. Only three of the
eleven Barnacle Geese were present - the other eight are presumably playing at mothers and
fathers somewhere not too far away, but I will be very surprised if anyone of them are found
with young. One thing that I notice from Brian’s counting of the Baffins birds is that the number
of Tufted Duck which remain here during the breeding season continues to rise - 32 were
present today, 26 on this day last year and only 14 a year before that and this increase seems
to be reflected on other waters in our area.
THU 29 MAY
Kevin Stouse returned to work at the IBM Portsmouth site today after a week away and found the
‘senior’ Swan family had 5 cygnets on the water (maybe a week old) and he thought there were
signs of activity round the other pair’s nest as if they were currently hatching. A quick look
round only revealed 12 Canada Goslings where in mid-May my more exhaustive check for the
WeBS count found 23 goslings with at least three birds still sitting on eggs. Hopefully I will find
Kevin’s count is an accurate one when I make the next WeBS count on June 17 but if so the
lower number will be due to the stand taken by the Foxes rather than the rational actions of
humans on site. +++
For many years some Mallard have regularly chosen to nest in flower beds on the balcony
gardens high above the lake, and it is not uncommon for several duck species to nest high up in

the wild, forcing their ducklings to make leaps of 20 or even 40 feet to get from the nest to the
ground before they can head for the water (very few come to harm from the jump - though they
can land on a sharp spike!). Up to now I have never found Canada Geese nesting anywhere
other than on the ground, but Kevin tells me that this year one nest was on a first floor balcony
and that human assistance was needed to get the goslings down to the ground when only one
of nine goslings was brave enough to jump! +++
Another remark of Kevin’s puzzles me - he says that today he watched a Sparrowhawk fly over
carrying nesting material towards Hilsea Lines. Now young Sparrowhawks normally leave the
nest in mid to late July and the eggs will have been laid more than two months before that (i.e.
before now) and I read that ‘the nest is built several months before the eggs are laid’. Further,
I am not aware of Sparrowhawks having a second attempt at nesting if the first attempt fails,
but - being not authority on such matters - I would welcome any informed comments. +++
The thought which did occur to me was that this was some sort of nest ‘decoration’ (either that or
the bird had got the material stuck to itself and was unable to remove it - perhaps when
crashing into a hedge in pursuit of prey?), and I was reminded of something that I learnt last
year about Honey Buzzards. It seems that these insectivorous birds regularly decorate their
nests with animal corpses and it is sometimes possible to find their nests in dense conifer
plantations by letting your nose lead you to the stink. According to Martin Catt the birds will eat
carrion and he has seen them having a go at dead oiled seabirds on a Devon beach...
Here in central Havant a group of 9 Swifts came screaming over my garden and their Manor Close
nest sites this morning - the largest group so far this year. In my garden a family party of Great
Tits passed through.
A further snippet of information about the Gull-billed Tern comes from Dave Unsworth telling us
that yesterday Tim Lawman saw the bird both at Black Point (so it must have made a sortie into
Chichester Harbour on its way west) and in Hayling Bay. Dave visited both sites with no luck as
far as the Tern is concerned but he did see a Great Northern Diver in Hayling Bay (off the
coastguard startion near ‘Eastoke corner’). Trevor Carpenter says that a this is the latest ever
(by one day) sighting of a ‘winter bird’ in Hampshire waters. +++
Another bit of interesting information that has just reached me is a report of two Goshawks seen
yesterday in an area south of Petersfield from which there were reports of a pair earlier in the
year - the earlier reports and the current one coming from different people. They could be wild
birds, they could belong to falconers, or (as with so many Goshawk sightings) they could be
Sparrowhawks or other raptors seen in unusual circumstances....
Another item of ‘food for thought’ comes from John Eyre who was out on Woodcock survey duty at
Odiham Common last night, recording 28 ‘encounters’ with the birds (you have to stand at an
arbitrary fixed point for an hour at dusk and note the time at which each bird passes by you).
He had been at the same point in the same weather conditions on May 13 and on that night he
only had 3 ‘encounters’ in the hour, and John would like to know what prompts such a variation
in activity. Hopefully analysis of the survey results may (in about a year’s time when we have
forgotten the question) give us some clues but for the moment the field is wide open for
suggestions as to what gets the Woodcock going. +++
Some of the things that come into my mind when considering this question are... (1) The roding
season is said to start as early as Janaury and to go on to mid-summer, so we should not
expect a constant pattern of behaviour from a male Woodcock holding territory. (2) Birds have
wings and both males and females can fly - if they have no luck in one place there is no reason
why they should not move to another site during the season. (3) Much male activity in all
species and both sexes is determined by hormone levels - the females are more likely to be
found to be receptive on some nights than on others and even the males can feel ‘exhausted’
or ‘over keen’ depending on what has happened to them during the past few days. (4) Other
factors which human senses cannot detect may affect bird behaviour - changes in barometric
pressure, the lunar cycle, the presence of ‘pheromones’ in the air (5) Obvious causes such as
weather, disturbance, the activity of predators (and bird surveryors) (6) Unknown factors such
as the size of each Woodcock’s roding territory and whether he flies around it in a set or randon
pattern. +++
All of which goes to confirm my own feeling that, whatever surveys we conduct, we will never be

able to predict bird behaviour or asses population numbers accurately - that’s no reason not to
try and to have a bit of fun in the process (but don’t go out in the woods wearing shorts or you
may easily end up with Lyme’s disease from the deer ticks).
WED 28 MAY
Further scraps of information about the Gull-billed Tern which has been reported from places
between Titchfield Haven and Shoreham seem to indicate that there has only been one bird,
not two, which was first seen at Titchfield Haven on Monday 26 May by two London birders
(who put the news on Bird Line but, not being Hampshire people, did not tell any local birders).
By 4pm on Monday it had flown to the mouth of the River Arun and stayed in that area overnight
to be seen at 6:30am on Tuesday off Littlehampton. It then presumably flew west to let Doug
Robertson see it off Hayling Island during the day before entering Langstone Harbour where it
was seen late on Tuesday. +++
Since then I have not heard of the bird but Trevor Carpenter has given us a useful summary of all
twelve previous Hampshire records of this species, the first being in May 1958 and the last in
May 1994. May is clearly the month in which they are most likely to be seen with 6 of the 12
records (8 of them if we include two that were dated Apr 29 - the earliest recorded date - in
1967 and 1978). Just one record was in June and the remaining three in July with July 15 as
the latest date. The most encouraging thing about these old records is that four of the 12
records could be of birds that hung around in the area for some time (in 1966 there were
sightings on July 5 and 25, and in 1982 there was one on May 10 and another on July 11), so if
this current bird continues to wander widely along the south coast rather than staying in one
place it may well be seen by others during the coming weeks. All but two of the old records
were of single birds, the odd two being of two seen together.
Note on Gull-billed Tern
This is essentially a Mediterranean bird though vagrants do turn up regularly in Britain from
May-Sept. I have seen it in Lesvos in 1998. It does not plunge dive, but dips onto the surface
of the water like a March Tern. Its main feature is the large black bill and ‘slicked back’ cap. It
is most like Sandwich Tern in appearance.
A Golden Oriole was singing outside the Titchfield Haven warden’s (Barry Duffin’s) house at 6:35
this morning but it did not stay, unlike the Wood Sandpiper which Chris Courtaux saw at the
Haven on Monday and which was reported again today by Richard Carpenter. Also probably
making a stopover there was at least one female or immature Marsh Harrier - Richard tells me
that two of these were present yesterday and at least one today, along with some 40
Black-tailed Godwit, 9 Gadwall, a single Teal (maybe with a mate that was not seen?), and 16
Shelduck (several of which probably had mates down holes in the neighbourhood). A little
further west at Hook/Warsash Bob Marchant had an unusal record of a Green Sandpiper Birds of Hampshire says about the spring passage of this species that .. ‘most have moved
through by late April, although stragglers are recorded in the first week of May in most years.
The species is very scarce in the remainder of May and early June’. So the presence of both
Green and Wood Sandpipers on this stretch of coast at the end of May is very unexpected.
+++
Still in the Titchfield Haven area I see that at least 23 Eider and 31 Common Scoter were seen by
Trevor Carpenter on the sea today - I’m still laying my money on some Eider remaining there
right through the summer but I am surprised to hear of the Scoter at this late date for their
spring passage. Perhaps not quite as surprising as the Scoter was a Short-eared Owl which
Trevor watched quartering the Haven for some timein the evening. These Owls do sometimes
appear on late passage in May or even June and occasionally stay through the summer and
very rarely have been known to breed (I think the last time was in 1989 in the Test Valley). The
sight of this owl alongside the regular Haven Barn Owl inspired Trevor to drive home via the
Botley Wood, where it was not difficult to hear a Tawny Owl, and then to visit the Wallington
River valley at the west end of Portsdown where one Little Owl was perched on a wire above
the junction of Nine Elms Lane with the track leading to White Dell Farm (and for good measure
another was on a wire at North Fareham Farm on the west side of the Wallington). I wonder if
Trevor is planning a jaunt to the Isle of Wight to add Long-eared before the month is out?

I was aware that Reed Warblers can be found in unexpected places between their arrival in this
country and the time at which the reed beds have grown to a height at which nest building can
start but I was not aware that Sedge Warblers have the same habit (the small trees and scrub
in which they are usually to be heard singing do not have to grow from scratch annually).
Nevertheless today’s messages include one from Adrian Martin reporting the presence of a
singing Sedge Warbler in the carpark of ToysRUs in what he calls Southampton’s
Concretetown and another from Simon Woolley living a good half mile from any water but
hearing a Sedge Warbler signing strongly from a Buddlieia bush in his neighbour’s garden in
the centre of Winchester. +++
Three species that have recently caused people to ask if the decline that they perceive is shared
by others. House Martins are a case in point near to my heart as I still have not heard the
chattering of resident birds seeking insects over the trees of the Hayling Billy line behind my
house this year and I believe that for the first time since we came here in 1967 (when several
pairs nested on our house) none have returned to breed in my part of Havant. In today’s
messages Rosi Woods echoes my thoughts when she says .. ‘We have just walked round our
local block. When we moved in about 7 years ago there were about 8-10 house martin nests.
We were unable to find any this morning.’ Rosi gives no clue as to where she lives (maybe
Southampton area?) but I think this is no local problem and that the only places where the
martins continue to nest is where there is a supply of the right sort of mud within a short
distance of nest building sites (they can probably find sufficient food almost anywhere, and
despite a hard core of people who destroy their nests because of the bird droppings there
should be plenty of places to build safely). +++
On the same subject Steve Keen says that when he was out on a personal bird race last Sunday
(topping the 100 mark for the first time with a score of 101) he was surprised that he could not
find a Nightingale at Martin Down (normally a dead cert for them) and that he failed to find a
single Spotted Flycatcher even in the New Forest. Other people have surprised me recently by
saying that there does not seem to be a single Cuckoo in the Stansted Forest area (normally
the place where the first of our local birds is heard each year), and it seems that the regular
Turtle Doves have not returned to their west Hayling site by the coastal path south of the
Oysterbeds this year. Possibly the next bird to vanish from local nest sites in 2004 will be the
Swallow - they are still present but Warblington Farm in our CBC plot seems to be down to just
one pair this year, and others have noticed a thinning of their ranks. I would have added Swifts
but having seen 9 screaming over Havant this morning maybe they will last more than one
more year here? +++
So as not to be totally gloomy I am pleased to see that at least one Honey Buzzard has returned to
the New Forest, and to continue to hear of Red Kite sightings - today’s batch of news brings
reports of them from the Walderton area of the Ems valley, from Magdalen Hill Down outside
Winchester, from Stockbridge, and from Acres Down in the New Forest. The Walderton one
was on Monday but the other three were seen today. Another plus item comes from Mike Wall
in the Basingstoke area who balances his concern for the decline of Swallow numbers in the
north of the county with news of proven breeding by Grasshopper Warbler in his ‘patch’ (and
other reports seem to indicate that it will not be the only one to breed in Hampshire this
summer)
The highspot of a visit to Old Idsworth Farm today was to find a pair of Corn Buntings apparently
holding territory. These birds were sometimes called the ‘fat birds of the barley’ and while they
still like barley fields I think of them on this farm as the ‘birds of the electricity pylons’ as they are
always to be found along the line of the power cables, often using the lower struts of the pylons
as song posts and, I rather suspect, finding the vegetation which grows between the legs of the
pylons, and is rarely disturbed, a good place to nest on the ground. Such a site is unlikely to be
disturbed by man and, if the pylon is someway out into the crop, unlikely to be visited by foxes,
stoats or weasels which work the hedgerows. +++
I said that I found a pair on territory but I must qualify that. I definitely saw a singing male (first
using the barbed wire ring some 20 feet up the pylon as its song post, then moving to a hedge
with small shrubs) and at one point saw the male fly out over the crop around the pylon and
have some interaction with a second bird which I took to be the female and which disappeared

into the crop as the male returned to his song post. If the two can be seen again there on my
next visit I will have more reason to claim that a pair are nesting there! +++
Other bird interest during my visit was limited but did include a hunting Sparrowhawk coming
through the farmyard and heading north over the fields without any success that I saw (it was
small and brown on the back so I assume it was a young male hatched last year). Inevitably I
heard Buzzard calls when in the woodland where at least two Willow Warblers were singing in
addition to the Chiffchaffs, and a few Whitethroats, Blackcaps, and Yellowhammers were
singing though only two Skylarks were heard. At the farm I watched a pair of Goldfinch, one of
which was taking a great interest in a flint and mortar wall (possibly getting some mineral
supplement from the mortar?), a male Pied Wagtail showed he (and a nesting mate?) were still
present while several pairs of Swallows flew around (with others presumably now in nests).
David Uren told me that noises of young Barn Owls could be heard nightly from the nest box,
and I could see many large fresh pellets on the ground under it.
TUE 27 MAY
Having heard from a couple of people who had visited Havant Thicket in recent evenings without
detecting the presence of a Nightjar I am very pleased to hear from Barry Collins that he heard
one there this evening, with at least three Woodcock and two noisy male Tawny Owls.. +++
At least one more Nightjar was heard by Will Walmsley this evening in the West Walk woods. Will
heard his near the Hundred Acres Forest carpark at the top of the hill and maybe did not go on
to the Ladge Hill area where the road runs downhill towards Newtown (this is usually a good
spot to find them).
MON 26 MAY
Coming to local news I have two items relating to Hayling Island today - the first comes from Chris
Cockburn (Langstone Harbour RSPB warden) who I met at the Hayling Oysterbeds today and
who told me that while there are as yet no official counts for publication he thinks that there are
around 100 pairs of Little Tern nesting at the Oysterbeds (and that this may turn our to be the
first year, since the RSPB acquired them, in which no Little Terns nest on the RSPB islands).
He also suggested that, while many nests will have been washed out by the high tides in
mid-May, those Little Terns which took advantage of the work done by the Friends of
Langstone Harbour in raising the height of the north end of the Oysterbeds lagoon island may
be hatching their first chicks within a week. +++
A week ago, on May 19, I wrote about a Robin which was helping to feed a family of Great Tits in
a Hayling Island garden. When I tried to find out more about this odd behaviour I found that the
owner of the garden, who had captuired the story on video, was away in France but he has now
returned and tells me that, following the questions I put to his wife about the possible reasons
for the Robin’s behaviour, he and his son have taken a closer look over this past weekend and
have discovered that there is a Robin’s nest with young within four feet of the Great Tit nest box
(hidden behind the same tree on which the nest box is mounted). It seems that the Robin is
happily feeding both its own young and those of the Great Tits.
Another item of local interest comes from David Parker at Forestside who says that (following the
arrival of two Spotted Flycatchers in his garden on Satuday - May 24) at least one of them was
still around yesterday, while in the Forestside churchyard, just across the road from David’s
house, a Turtle Dove was purring.
PLANTS
SUN 01 JUNE
Brian Fellows visited the Fort Purbrook area at the eastern end of Portsdown Hill this afternoon
and found Rosebay Willowherb opening its first flowers and the first Knapweed Broomrape
plants on show. More Common Spotted Orchids are now flowering and I am surprised to see
that Brian found the first Pyramidal Orchid flowers.
Earlier in the day Brian had been at Fishbourne Meadows near the church and found several
Southern March orchids pushing up and starting to flower so it seems they are really getting
under way now - Gwynne Johnson says one or more have started to flower on the chalk
downland turf of her garden at Soberton this week.
The lovely little wild ‘antirrhinum’ called Weasels Snout is now to be seen in the New Lane

Allotments here in Havant - I saw several plants with pink unopen flower buds and I am sure
some will be open tomorrow. Equally pleasant to see, but probably of garden origin. was a
cluster of Meadow Cranesbill plants flowering in the verge of the Hayling Billy trail where it
passes the gate into the Warlington School playing fields. Another ‘not very wild’ plant just
starting to flower in the New Lane allotments was Garden Asparagus.
SAT 31 MAY
The Havant Wildlife Group visited Stansted Forest and had special permission to go through the
Lyels Wood conservation area where the leaves of Orpine attracted attention from those who
have not seen it there before. Two expected first flowerings were Black Bryony and the lovely
Trailing St John’s Wort but more unexpected was a find of Dense-flowered Wood Rush. Out in
the fields of Holme Farm south of the woods a strange form of what was probably Sun Spurge
(but might have been the rare Broad-leaved Spurge) was found - though in poor condition,
covered in rust. Also here Field Penny-cress was found.
The Group’s most interesting find to my mind was of Round-leaved Cranesbill (Geranium
rotundifolium) which is pretty common on the shingle and sand of the Sinah Common area of
Hayling but which I do not know from any inland areas around Havant. I see that the Hants
Flora classifies it as rare but says it can be found on ‘dry, open banks and waste ground,
generally on sand or chalk’ which would fit the bill for the Holme Farm area. I suspect that
Michael Prior may be interested to know of this find as it could also occur on the Stansted
estate, and I doubt he has a record of it there.
I myself went to Stansted at dusk for a Nightjar survey, but walking up the Broad Avenue while it
was still light I found my first Heath Bedstraw in flower. Near it were swathes of Heath
Speedwell. +++
Also seen for the first time today were the Southern Marsh Orchids on Langstone South Moor Brian Fellows found some 20 spikes already flowering in a casual glance over the area.
Earlier this week I hear that Nigel and Gwynne Johnson went to Galley Down, north west of
Bishops Waltham, and not only found hundreds of White Helleborines in flower but also a
slightly lesser number of Bird’s-nest Orchids in flower.
FRI 30 MAY
Richard Carpenter today visited Titchfield Haven and Brownwich, finding Alder Buckthorn
flowering at the former and Common Spotted Orchids at the latter site. May is the month in
which Alder Buckthorn normally shows its small white flowers and Richard’s is the first find of it
that I have heard of other than a few flowers which I found on an elderly tree in the wetland area
of the Hollybank Woods back on Apr 16 - I’m pretty sure that my id was correct but I was
surprised at the early date and still more surprised when I revisited that site on Apr 27 and
could find no trace of any flowers - I’ll have to go back and check for berries!
A cycle ride through south west Havant gave me six ‘firsts’ for the year’s flowering list and a
couple of ‘curiosities’. The first flowerings started with Hogweed and Large Bindweed in the
clinker carpark of Potash Terrace (still awaiting development) and continued with my first
Hemlock, Smooth Tare, Tufted Vetch, and Turkish Tutsan (originally planted as a garden for a
large boat - now long vanished - moored to the bank of the Brockhampton stream). +++
The curiosities started on the Broadmarsh grassland between the small shore carpark and the
A27 where, following the highest track, I found a mass of what must have been Salsify with
unusually coloured flowers. Instead of being the normal fairly deep mauve the majority were a
pale greyish blue but a few at the western end were a stunning bronze colour. Maybe there are
some garden cultivars that have escaped here, or maybe they have been influenced by
noxious substances in the rubbish tip on which they grow (only thinly disguised with a layer of
soil and grass). If anyone can tell me more I would like to know. +++
The second curiosity is a long standing one that I have been trying to get botanists interested in
for a couple of years - namely the colony of Slender Thistles growing down Southmoor Lane
near Budds Farm. They came to my notice when the IBM club-house was pulled down at the
start of IBM’s attempt to sell its Havant land for factory development - soon after this the
resulting ‘waste land’ was invaded by literally thousands of these thistles and they flourished
here for several years until this past winter when the land was levelled and tidied up in an
attempt to sell it. I feared that the thistles would vanish but there are still several hundred

around the area and many of them seem extraordinarily tall. Stace gives a maximum height of
80 cm and this morning I measured several of them having an average height around 140 cm
with a couple coming up to 147cm. Maybe they are of no botanic interest as freaks but perhaps
some future edition of Stace should be amended? +++
Other plants deserving a mention are Lathyrus nissolia (Grass Vetchling), Bur Chervil and
Hedgerow Cranesbill. The Grass Vetchling had a really magnificent show, covering many
acres of the grassland on top of the Broadmarsh ‘mountain’ (the tall ex rubbish tip above
Broadmarsh Slipway). I went there to see if there was any sign of the Lathyrus hirsutus yet, but
there was not, however a cycle around the whole periphery of the ‘hill top’ could not find a gap
in the coverage of these lovely red flowers hiding everywhere among the tall grass. +++
Bur Chervil is extremely abundant on the sandy soil of Sinah Common on Hayling Island and
there I recognize it by its profuse greyish green hairy leaves which cover the plants. Today,
walking along the shingle shore of Budds Farm near the out fall pipe, I was struck both by how
abundant Bur Chervil now is there, but more so by the fact that these plants have virtually no
leaves and so have a very different look. I wonder if others have found this difference between
Bur Chervil on sand and on shingle? +++
My final comment is one of pleasure in finding that the Hedgerow Cranesbill which once was
abundant down the west side of Southmoor Lane by Budds Farm, and then seemed to have
been eradicated by severe roadside verge mowing, is now back in at least one section at the
south end of the lane. I also found it at a new site by the Wayfarer’s Way path through the
Bedhampton Water Works area.
THU 29 MAY
A few more Southern Marsh orchids were flowering when Lawrence Holloway visited Burton Mill
Pond (west of Pulborough) today, but he was surprised to find only 20 spikes. It does seem
that these wetland orchids are having a bad time this year after earlier drought. Later, in a wet
part of Ambersham Common nearer Midhurst Lawrence found a more typical early summer
sight - Sundew glistening in the sunlight (and so far without revealing its carnivorous lifestyle).
On Pilsey Island in Chichester Harbour Barry Collins also enjoyed the early summer flowers - a
glorious carpet of Sea Pink (Thrift) offsetting the yellow of the Tree Lupins (which will hopefully
escape the fungus which was already blighting some of the plants on Hayling’s Sinah Common
when I was last there)
A very much less eye-catching plant was seen by Portsdown Hill Conservation Volunteers on the
their regular Wednesday session back on May 21, and John Goodspeed has just passed on
the news of it to me - this was Thym-leaved Sandwort. I think they are still debating if it was
subspecies serpyllifolia or leptoclados! +++
A plant which first saw in flower about a week ago and field to record at the time was Biting
Stonecrop whose birght yellow flowers appear each year on the top of the old stonewall outside
St Faith’s Church Hall here in Havant - I noticed the flowers again today.
WED 28 MAY
A walk around Old Idsworth Farm today gave me two big surprises. The first was to find some
100 White Helleborine orchids in flower along a main track beside woodland where I have
walked many times in the last four years but never seen any sign of these orchids, and the
second was to find two Southern Marsh orchids flowering on downland turf at the edge of the
big Huckswood Lane disused chalk quarry, again in a place that I have visited many times
without seeing any sign of these orchids. I have previously found Early Purple, Twayblade,
Common Spotted and Pyramidal orchids in various places on tthe farm but the two species I
saw today are new to my list of the farm flora. +++
I would be interested to hear from others who have found White Helleborines in new places (or
unusually good displays this year in regular sites) as I would be surprised if I am alone in finding
them suddenly springing up in apparently new places (last year and this they have flourished
on the IBM site at Portsmouth where I have not seen them in the previous twenty years, and
now they appear at Huckswood), and I would also be interested in any comments on the fact
that Southern Marsh orchids are flowering on downland when there is still no sign of them in
their regular wetland sites at the Langstone South Moor and Warblington marsh - it is not

unknown for them to be found in old chalk quarries but why should they appear there before
they do so in seemingly more suitable sites for them? +++
More expected plants found at Idsworth Farm were first flowerings of Rock Rose and Welted
Thistle plus Rough Hawkbit. A couple of other plants worth noting were the ‘Early’ Dog Violet
enjoying the clearance of part of the woodland, Green Field Speedwell and the lovely
Long-stalked Cranesbill
Richard Carpenter today adds one more species to the list of flowering plants with Stinking Iris
now out at Ttichfield Haven - unlike the Hound’s-tongue which Heather Mills found yesterday I
have never noticed any unpleasant smell about this plant but I read that if you crush the leaves
they give off a sickly sweet smell.
TUE 27 MAY
Heather Mills celebrated the current Everest climbing season by making an ascent of the north
face of Bow Hill (the more precipitous southern face of which plunges down to Kingley Vale).
Her base camp was in the village of Stoughton and on the way up she found Hound’s-tongue in
flower but does not say if she savoured the aroma of mouse-nest which this plant gives off.
Very soon now that route should offer the very much more pleasant sight and scent of Musk
Thistles but no one has reported them so far.
Brian Fellows today visited the Westbourne recreation ground which lies on unimproved
grassland to the north of the village (and south of Stansted Forest) and was impressed to find
some wooden pegs joined by string to fence off a tiny area of the close mown cricket ground in
which one Green-winged orchid was still flowering. This land has long been known to have a
rich botanic interest and a few voices are raised each year in protest at the mowing, but their
voices are in the minority and the influence of cricket is strong (a pub named The Cricketers
overlooks the ground). Luckily this is not a football pitch and the mowing probably actively
encourages the survival of a Chamomile lawn as part of the pitch, while a walk up the footpath
leading north on the east side of the ground should still take you through plants which include
Sneezewort (though that will not be in flower for another month).
MON 26 MAY
A cycle ride to South Hayling was too late in the day to let me do much exploration but I did have
a look at the Childing Pink site where a few plants were flowering, though I could only detect 16
of them where I might have expected 60 - maybe more will appear later but it looks as if they
are having a poor season. Nearby the setting sun lit up a patch of Early Hair-grass which I
might otherwise have missed and when nearly home I found a grass which seems to have
arrived as part of the wild-flower seed planting by the Lymbourne spring. For some time it has
been obvious that part of the seed mix was Crested Dog’s-tail and this new species almost
certainly arrived in the same packet but so far I have been unable to place it. By the
Oysterbeds I found my first Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil which the Havant Wildlfe Group found
nearby (on North Common) on Saturday.
Richard Carpenter tells me he was in Botley Woods on Saturday (May 24) and found Common
Cow-wheat, Common Figwort, Marsh Thistle and Wild Service tree all in flower - the Marsh
Thistles and Figwort being a day earlier than those I found yesterday, but the Hedge
Woundwort which was new to him today (at Chilling) was already out in Havant on May 23.
INSECTS

SAT 31 MAY
While the Havant Wildlife Group were walking in Stansted Forest today they saw a Hornet, and
Gwynne Johnson tells me that one gave Nigel a surprise earlier this week when he came face
to face with one actually in their house at Soberton where it seemed to have been attracted to
a yellow daisy type flower. Nigel was also with the party at Stansted when he found a large,
hairless, pink caterpillar which he thinks was a Goat Moth, possibly suffering from exposure by
Forestry operations. I read that these, like Stag Beetle grubs, spend two to four years inside
dead wood before pupating, which the book says they do in April and emerge as moths in June.
If those dates are correct this should not be a mature specimen, but one that was ejected from
its wooden home before it was ready to pupate and emerge as a moth.
Having mentioned Stag Beetles I can add that I saw a male flying past me when I was in Stansted

Forest at dusk this evening on Woodcock survey duty, and saw another yesterday as I stood in
the driveway of my house in Havant watching Swifts perform their evening aerobatics. The
beetle flew cumbersomely over my head and landed in the leaves of a tree in my neighbour’s
garden.
FRI 30 MAY
After an initial confusion over dates it is now settled that the first Large Skipper and Meadown
Brown were seen on May 28 at Martin Down, and today Richard Carpenter is the first to claim
second spot on the podium with another Large Skipper at Brownwich (near Titchfield) where he
also had 3 Painted Ladies, 3 Large Whites, 2 Peacocks, 2 Speckled Wood and a Green-veined
White. +++
At Brownwich Pond Richard had a genuine first with Red-eyed Damselfly, plus a Downy Emerald,
and at Titchfield Haven he saw his first Banded Demoiselle, which is the first that I have heard
of other than one recorded on the official Haven website for the early date of May 7. I wonder
if the Banded Demoiselles have vanished from the canal alongside the Haven (by the southern
bridge taking the field path through the fields of Lower Posbrook Farm) where I’m pretty sure
someone would have spotted them, whereas Richard has told me of three sightings of
Beautiful Demoiselle (May 8, 12, and 26) before seeing this Banded one.
Pete Eeles went to Martin Down (Bokerley Dyke) today and found, in addition to over 50 Common
Blues, 28 Small Blues, 18 Adonis (so far all males), 17 Brown Argus and 24 Small Heath. Mark
Litjens headed south to Hordle Cliffs where found Glanville Fritillaries in just about the same
numbers as last year (when he had five there on June 1 - this year he had 5+ on May 30 so we
can’t complain of a decline!)
Orange Tip butterflies seem to be more than usually numerous this year and to be lasting longer
than usual, and I can record at least one male flying at Broadmarsh this morning along with a
few Common Blues, two Peacocks and the odd Speckled Wood, Green-veined and Small
White.
THU 29 MAY
On sunny Pilsey Island at the southern tip of Thorney Island Barry Collins today enjoyed the lovely
sight of the first Cream-spot Tiger moth for the year and in the evening Maurice Opie at Funtley
attracted five more new species to his light - Peach Blossom, Lobster Moth, The Mocha, Small
Seraphim and Barred Red
Lawrence Holloway had the first Scarce Chaser dragonfly to be reported this year when he was at
the Black Hole near Burton Mill (west of Pulborough) today - he also had Hairy Dragonflies,
Broad-bodied and Four-spotted Chasers and Large Red Damselflies at the Black Hole,
Variable Damselflies at Burton Mill Pond and later a Downy Emerald at Coates Common where
he also heard another first for the year - Field Crickets. +++
Another first was noted by David Ryves when he was at Titchfield Haven - an Emperor Dragonfly
among at least 10 Four-spotted Chasers. Dave does not say if the Emperor was a male or
female but I assume that, as with nearly all other species, dragonfly males normally emerge
before the females.
Andrew Brookes went to Horsea Island (close to Port Solent) today and found a good show of
over 30 Common Blues (including some females) but nothing else other than a couple of
pristine Small Heath. I have the feeling that Small Heath have been doing exceptionally well
this year, appearing in good numbers in almost all suitable habitat, so I was very surprised to
read that Andrew considers them to be extinct on Portsdown Hill this year. Is anyone prepared
to argue with his judgement? +++
Another debatable point is raised by Brian Fellows who was in Emsworth’s Brook Meadow today
where he found single examples of fresh looking Peacock and Tortoiseshell on the wing. Not
having seen either species there for about a month (after a plentiful show earlier in the spring)
Brian wonders if these are the forerunners of the summer brood? Looking at Jeremy Thomas’
RSNC Guide to Butterflies I see that his charts of flight periods indicate that the last of the
hibernators of both species should have vanished from the scene by now and that while the
summer brood of Small Tortoiseshell could appear by mid-June the first summer Peacocks
should not do so until towards the end of July. We have certainly had an unusually early and
good spring for both species, allowing them to start egglaying earlier than usual, but do others

share Brian’s view that the summer brood are already emerging? I have some hesitation in
going along with his view as, when the summer broods do emerge they ususally appear in big
numbers all at once, rather than in ones and twos. My own theory for the apparently extended
season of several species (Orange Tip being one) is that some of the hibernators came out
early but then went back into hibernation when the weather turned wet and windy. Any
comments?
Also seen yesterday on Portsdown by John Goodspeed were 4 Small Blues and 2 Green
Hairstreak (I think on the slopes above Paulsgrove), and on his way home he saw a
Broad-bodied Chaser flying along the hill face just below Fort Widley. Brian Fellows in
Emsworth also recorded the first two Common Blues for this year at Brook Meadow yesterday.
WED 28 MAY
A fresh Speckled Wood was in my garden at around 8am today (and again later in the day), and I
saw more of them when at Old Idsworth Farm during the heat of the day along with a dozen or
more Small Heaths and two or three male Common Blues plus one female. A tatty Painted
Lady, a fresh Large White, one Small White and a female Brimstone were also seen there but
the best insects were around the pond where a pair of Broad-bodied Chasers were mating and
many pairs of Azure Damselflies were egglaying in tandem. I also saw one Large Red
Damselfly and I thought I saw a male Blue-tailed Damselfly some way from the water. Around
the woodland I saw my first Green Lacewing and in the wood I came on one Cardinal Beetle
+++
A personal first for the year was a Mother Shipton moth seen in the grassland lining one of the
farm tracks - the first I know of was found last Sunday (May 25) by Heather Mills on
Oxenbourne Down to the south of Butser Hill
At Titchfield Haven today Richard Carpenter had a good selection of dragonflies and three kinds
of butterfly - a Red Admiral, a Small Tortoiseshell and a Holly Blue. The larger dragonflies were
4 Hairy, 3 Four-sptted and 1 Broad-bodied Chasers. Azure Damselflies were too numerous to
count but there were few Large Red Damsels and only 3 Blue-tailed.
TUE 27 MAY
Going back to May 25 Heather Mills had the first Mother Shipton in a daytime walk on
Oxenbourne Down (south of Butser Hill) and in the evening Maurice Opie had five more firsts Buff Ermine, Ingrailed Clay, Scorched Wing, V Pug, and Ochreous Pug
Tearing ourselves from mothlists there is important news of butterflies relating to the emergence
of Large Skipper, Meadow Brown, Marsh Fritillary and Clouded Yellow. +++
News of the appearance of both Large Skipper and Meadow Brown comes today in a bundle of
interesting news from Mike Gibbons, who passes on news that these two butterflies have both
been seen at Martin Down by Ian Rabjohns (who did not state the date on which he first saw
them, so I have to assume they emerged today PS I later learnt that they were seen on May
28). Ian’s list of 18 butterfly species seen at Martin Down included a female Clouded Yellow.
+++
Other butterfly news from Mike goes back to April 15 when the first of the local resident Clouded
Yellows emerged from its chrysalis on the Southbourne undercliff at Bournemouth. Another
early date known to Mike was for the appearance of Pearl-bordered Fritillaries at Bentley Wood
on April 17 (even earlier than Andy Barker’s find of them in the New Forest on Apr 26 and
according to Mike the earliest date since 1893) +++
Mike also has a personal first date of May 15 for Marsh Fritillaries somewhere in Dorset, and on
May 25 Maurice Pugh found more than 30 of them on the wing at Cerne Abbas (none reported
anywhere in Hampshire yet). +++
Finally Mike reckons that he was the first to see a Glanville Fritillary on May 26 this year, basing
his claim on the fact that the one which he found had not yet fully inflated its wings. Mike’s was
at Hordle Cliffs where Francis Waddington also saw one on the same day, as did Ian Pratt at
Ventnor on the Isle of Wight.
MON 26 MAY
Francis Waddington found a single Glanville Fritillary today at the mainland ‘toe-hold’ site at
Hordle Cliffs (between Milford on sea and Christchurch) while Ian Pratt confirmed their
emergence with a count of 25 at Bonchurch near Ventnor on the southern shore of the Isle of

Wight. +++
Yesterday (May 25) a group of 35 people joined the Butterfly Conservation/Hampshire Field Club
walk in the woodland north east of Brockenhurst which was led by Ashley Whitlock
(presumably standing in for Andy Barker who was scheduled to lead). It seems they had good
value, especially with the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries of which 35 were seen, many of them
newly emerged and one not having had time to inflate its wings before the party descended on
it. They also saw Speckled Wood (but no mention of their ‘freshness’) and Holly Blue (which
has not been reported by others recently and should be ending its first period on the wing). +++
Thinking of butterflies which have not yet been reported I wonder who will be the first to see a
Large Skipper, Meadow Brown or Ringlet this year, and if anyone will see a Marsh Fritillary this
year (and if so, will it be an introduction)???
Going back to Saturday (May 24) I see that Richard Carpenter added Downy Emerald to the year
list of dragonflies - one seen in Botley Woods with a female Beautiful Demoiselle - and Paul
Boswell at Greywell in the north of the county added Treble Lines to the moth list. +++
Richard, at his Hill Head home, also recorded Holly Blue and Speckled Wood plus a Large White
(these are strangely ‘out of fashion’ at the moment!), and saw the large black and white
patterned Scaeva pyrastri hoverfly. +++
Paul Boswell also found something in his garden which sounds to be of interest to the more
enthusiastic moth-ers. Paul says that after reading some correspondence about a Cocksfoot
moth on the internet he .. ‘went and looked in the garden. There were quite a few on buttercups
and "ordinary daisies" but none on the many Oxeye Daisies and Speedwells. A description of
them "appearing to be breathing" was absolutely true!’ +++
I suspect that coleopterists will have the same interest in Brian Fellows’ find of Flea beetles in the
Emsworth Brook Meadow site where he has not seen them since March.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 30 MAY
The uncommon and edible fungus called Agrocybe cylindraces which has grown in an ancient
Willow trunk by the River Ems at Emsworth for the past two or three years seems to have
managed to send its spores a full 200 metres down wind across Brook Meadow to a dead tree
stump by the Lumley Mill stream which carries part of the river to the sea. Brian Fellows found
some of the fruiting bodies in this new location today
THU 29 MAY
Good news for today was that those who came along to the Wednesday evening walk (in the
series organised each summer by the Havant district of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust) around
the lower stretch of the River Ems south of the A27 last night enjoyed not only good weather
and a great show of wild flowers but also saw six Water Voles in the river
Not such good news was the presence of two Terrapins at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth when Brian
Fellows went theire today.
TUE 27 MAY
Another three Hares were seen today by Heather Mills when she was walking up the north side of
Bow Hill from Stoughton to the top of Kingley Vale.
MON 26 MAY
This week’s newsletter from the Brook Meadow Coservation Group at Emsworth carries an
account of how last Thursday evening (May 22) Fred Portwin, one of the group members, saw
up to ten Water Voles, some of them young ones, from one viewpoint on the bank of the River
Ems. Brian Fellows says that when Fred rang him with the news he (Fred) summed up his
excitement with the words .. ‘Much better than watching the soaps on TV’. Brian says this is the
first report of successful breeding for the year but hopefully it will not be the last as Water Voles
are capable of rearing four or even five litters of young in one year (between March and
October). +++
Also seen in the meadow during the past week was a Roe deer, bounding across the grass.
BIRDS

WEEK 21 MAY 19 - 25

SUN 25 MAY
Doug Robertson was surprised to find very few people at Farlington Marshes this afternoon, but
maybe the fact that he got soaked to the skin in a very heavy shower was one reason for that!
Birds seen there included a Roseate Tern, 2 Peregrines and 18 Egrets on one of the Binness
Islands but best of all was a Yellow Wagtail - presumably at this date resident there, and it was
a female! Unfortunately that won’t do much good for their declining numbers unless a male can
be persuaded to settle there...
In Sussex a Black Stork was seen flying south west over Wych Cross in Ashdown Forest - could
be coming our way?
With a good weather forecast for the early morning I went to Warblington Farm to make another
CBC visit, but have nothing of great interest to report. The main new feature was that Starlings
now have some of their young out of the nest, so several fields were noisy with young birds
perching everywhere and demanding food from their parents. Other noisy birds were six Reed
Warblers, but there was not much to be heard from the only two Skylarks I detected. One
Lesser and two Common Whitethroat seem to have settled in to nest, five Blackcaps were
singing from different territories, and one pair of Moorhen had three new chicks.
SAT 24 MAY
The story of the Little Owl taking a Blackbird which Nicki Oliver sent me yesterday prompted me to
ask if she could tell us anything more about this unusual occurrence and she has now told me
.. ‘The blackbird was an adult as far as I could tell. There was a flock of starling in the field and
I think the owl flew among them, they all flew off in a noisy rage. The next thing was something
on the ground which through the binocs turned out to be the owl with it's wings over something.
When it flew up with the dead bird I was stunned, I assumed it was a starling at first. I thought
owls were vole eaters too! It may have had trouble carrying the bird, it didn't fly that high with it
but it didn't let go either. It looked as if it was preparing to eat it when the digger moved nearer
and it flew off (with the blackbird.) +++
There is a pair of Little Owls that live in an oak tree a few metres from our house. They are
invisible during the winter and unbelievably visible and active in the summer. They sit on the
swing frames and chimneys and presumably produce babies, we've often seen four or five later
in the year which we assume is the pair plus youngsters.’ +++
In last Thursday’s notes (May 22) I reported that Michael Prior had said that this was the first year
he could remember in which no Spotted Flycatchers had returned to the area around Stansted
House, and today a note on the SOS website from John Simons states that he too cannot find
a single Spotted Flycatcher anywhere this year (normally he knows of three reliable sites for
them, one being his own garden at Dean Lane End north of Rowlands Castle. However,
today’s messages also include one from David Parker (who lives in Forestside on the northern
fringe of Stansted Forest) and David says that two Spotted Flycatchers had just turned up in his
garden and he is hoping they are a pair and will stay and nest.
John Simons lists a number of other bird species that have decreased in number in his home area
recently, among them Woodcock which he says seem to have vanished from Stansted Forest.
As I have just been sent survey forms to undertake a Woodcock survey in the north west of
Stansted Forest this may be good news for me as I gather that if you find no Woodcock on the
first visit you do not have to waste two further evenings making follow up visits! On a more
serious note I will be surprised if they have vanished from the wetter southern areas of the
Forest (Ladies Walk Woodpasure and The Groves near the Brick-kiln Ponds) - I suspect that
John’s comments relate more to the drier northern areas of the Forest.
Still on the subject of Woodcock Doug Robertson confirms what Barry Collins said about his visit
to Havant Thicket last Wednesday evening (see my notes for Thursday May 22) - it seems
there are no detectable Nightjar there though Woodcock are roding (Barry had 3, Doug had 4).
If you want to hear Nightjar churring the eastern heathland part of Creech Woods at Denmead
might be a good bet as Doug heard three there this evening.
The Havant Wildlife Group visited North Common (south and east of Northney Marina on Hayling)
today and found some 15 House Martins busy on the shore collecting mud to build nests on the
new houses recently built on the only section of the old Northney Holiday Camp which was
allowed to be developed. This is the nearest site to my home that any number of House

Martins still nest, and it is interesting to see that they have remained present in good numbers
in one of the few places where there is a good local supply of mud (this seems to be one of the
critical factors in their decline). They also saw at least one Great Blackback gull here in the
Sweare Deep area - this is presumably one of the pair which I have been seeing for the first
time this summer from Warblington, just across the water. They also found a resident Lesser
Whitethroat on North Common.
My only bird news for today came from a chance meeting in Havant with a man who last year put
up Swift boxes on his house and is hoping they will be used this year. Today he told me that he
had seen seven Swifts around his house early this morning, checking out the places where
they will nest later this summer - as there as still established nest sites available, and no excess
demand for new sites, the nest boxes may have to wait until old site entrances get blocked up,
but we will wait and see.
Yesterday’s news on the SOS website includes sightings at Sidlesham Ferry of 1 Curlew
Sandpiper, two Little Ringed Plover and two Greenshank, while at Selsey Bill a Great Northern
Diver was seen with 2 Arctic Skua and 22 Manx Shearwater.
FRI 23 MAY
A single Dotterel was seen this afternoon in the Gander Down area (east of Winchester and south
of Alresford) by Doug Robertson who gave the location as a stubble field to the west of Rodfield
Lane (which runs north from the A272 one mile east of the Cheesfoot Head carpark). I suspect
it will not be seen again as I hear that four people spent an hour searching for it on Saturday
morning (May 24) without luck, and I doubt it will stay to listen to this weekend’s massive
pop-festival at Cheesefoot Head. +++
Nicki Oliver had an equally unexpected sighting from the window of her house in Turkey Island,
about a mile north west of Wickham in the Meon Valley, at approximately the same time of day.
She says .. ‘I have just seen a Little Owl take a Blackbird from the ground and carry it away to
a lump of stone about a metre from where a digger is working. It did move when the digger arm
swung closer. All happening at 3.30pm in sunny Turkey Island, Shedfield, outside my window.’
Nicki does not say anything more about the fate of the Blackbird, but I guess the owl would not
have been able to fly carrying the Blackbird unless the latter was already dead. Checking the
relative sizes of the two birds in my Shell Guide I see that gives the length of a Little Owl as 21
- 23cm and a Blackbird (including the tail) as 24-27cm, all going to show what hunger plus
some training in the martial arts (and a bit of luck) can achieve. Maybe the Blackbird was one
of this years youngsters (I’ve noticed quite a few of the orange-hued birds in their first plumage
recently).
Over on the Isle of Wight Derek Hale visited the gullery at Newtown Harbour where at least one
nest had a Med Gull sitting and where (as on the Langstone Harbour Islands in past years) a
Peregrine has learnt that the most energy efficient way to get a hot dinner is to perch in the
middle of a gullery and, when it feels hungry, to hop down and walk across to the nearest nest
that has a chick in it and to take that for dinner. It’s difficult for the gulls to put up much
resistance to this form of predation but I think they can, by never leaving the nest, resist another
form which Derek noticed - egg-stealing by Lesser Blackbacks. +++
Also in Newtown Harbour were some 20 Shelducks, one Greylag goose, one Grey Plover, and
one Little Owl (does that also take chicks?) +++
News from Chris Cockburn, about his RSPB reserve on the Langstone Harbour islands, is that ..
‘the Mediterranean and black-headed gulls made their first forays onto the islands on March
17th - noisily and aggressively staking out prospective nesting sites. They were none too
pleased with the frequent presence of at least three peregrines in the harbour. One of these, a
large adult female, persistently roosted on the main breeding island. Foxes have also been
seen on the islands. Eventually, the breeding urge overcame the gull's anxiety and nesting
began on 28th April - a typical date for our colony and one that is helpful for the Med gulls that
nest later than black-headed gulls. I would estimate that there might be c20pairs of Med gulls
and c3000 pairs of black-headed gulls. +++
Sandwich and common terns are now present in good numbers and they too have started
nesting. The Sandwich terns have decided to nest close to the Med gulls - both birds with
jet-black crowns that contrast with their white plumage (I suspect that the Sandwich terns

mistook the Meds for birds of their own species!) +++
Shelduck, mallard, oystercatchers, ringed plovers and redshank are also busy nesting; but like
the skylarks and meadow pipits they have had serious problems with tidal flooding of the
saltmarsh.’ +++
With this news Chris has put out an appeal for volunteers to help protect the Little Terns and other
birds nesting on the small island in the Hayling Oysterbeds lagoon against human predators
who may unintentionally disturb the nesting birds by the actions of themselves and their dogs
(before the birds returned I watched a dad out with a collection of dogs and young boys - both
dad and the boys were encouraging the dogs into the lagoon by throwing stones into the water
for them). If you can spare an hour or two to try to prevent such disturbance during June and
July please get in touch with Chris, either by email (chris.cockburn@rspb.org.uk) or by phone
(023-9265-0672)
Richard Carpenter went to Titchfield Haven today and saw a female Marsh Harrier over the
reserve where he also saw juvenile Water Rails with their parents, some 70 Black-tailed
Godwit, 1 Avocet and 2 Roseate Terns. Offshore there were still at least 15 Eider.
At Emsworth Brian Fellows today found all seven cygnets of the Peter Pond family in the Dolphin
Lake creek, still alive with their parents two weeks after they were hatched on May 8. Despite
my claim to have seen eight cygnets with this family on May 15 I suspect I was mistaken and
that only seven left the nest with their parents, but the good news is that, by taking the family
away from the nest (where foxes might take them) and keeping them on the open sea, all the
cygnets have so far survived.
THU 22 MAY
Brian Fellows took a long walk around the eastern half of Stansted Forest and Park today, finding
two Lapwing displaying over a ploughed field west of Broadreed Farm and seeing at least 15
House Martins around Stansted House where they nest. On the negative side Brian himself
saw not a single Swallow around Broadreed Farm where they normally nest, and he heard
other bad news from Michael Prior (the Head Forester who takes a keen interest in wildlife).
Michael has heard just one Turtle Dove so far this year, in the Oak Wood area near Parkgate
Cottages and has seen (nearly run over!) a Nightjar in Woodlands Lane which leads east from
Stansted Park to Walderton, but he has not so far seen a single Spotted Flycatcher (until this
year thare has always been a pair in the area of the Walled Garden) nor - very surprisingly heard a Cuckoo (Stansted Forest is usually the first place one is heard in our area). +++
Other bird news from Michael Prior was of two pairs of Buzzard nesting in the estate area, and an
undated report (maybe back during last winter?) of seeing a group of Buzzards heading into a
communal roost in the Forest. He also knows of two pairs of nesting Kestrels (one of them may
well be in the trees overshadowing his own house, but neither of them is using the big lead
‘headers’ to the drain pipes taking rain from the roof of Stansted House - previously a regular
site).
At this time of year Starlings are a regular sight in grass fields gathering leather jackets for their
young still in the nest, and they will take other food (hereabouts many of them search the
harbour shoreline at low tide) but Colin Law has an interesting ‘new’ observation of their
behaviour in the garden of his house at Woodingdean, just east of Brighton on the Downs.
Colin says .. ‘A flock of eight Starlings arrived and spent about half an hour foraging among
plants for garden snails (generally small ones), taking them to my patio and lawn and eating
them, holding them down with one foot while pecking at them. I have never seen this before,
certainly not as a flock actively seeking specifically snails, which is what appeared to be
happening.’
Yesterday morning Bob Marchant spent an hour from 6 to 7am at Sandy Point on south Hayling
and counted 56 Manx Shearwaters flying east in parties of from 3 to 13 birds, and while there
he also logged 24 Gannets, 10 Kittiwake, 5 unspecified Auks, 3 Common Scoter and 1 Bonxie.
Interestingly he also saw a single group of 20 Sanderling heading east - they may just have
been moving from a high tide roost (4 metre tide at 4:30 am) to feed on the Wittering Sands, but
this could be the start of their departure? Today Doug Robertson was somewhere on the south
Hayling shore from 7 to 8am but did not see any more Sanderling and the only Shearwaters he
saw were 3 going west.

Yesterday evening Barry Collins visited Havant Thicket and saw three Woodcock roding but
neither heard nor saw a single Nightjar. Three Tawny Owls were calling and Barry had a
surprise find of a Buzzard roosting for the night in a pine tree, being mobbed by Blackbirds a
quarter of an hour after sunset - I wonder if the reason for the Buzzard’s presence was that it
had a mate on a nest somewhere in this large woodland?
WED 21 MAY
On May 15 I commented on the sight of 330 Manx Shearwater off Hurst Spit, and in the course of
investigating how unusual this might be I found that there has been a really significant increase
in the number of these birds in the English Channel during May in the last few years. Today I
see that 98 Manx Shearwater were logged at Birling Gap on Beachy Head and I have been
having a look at how unusual that may be in Sussex, to which the answer is that there has also
been a great increase in numbers seen off the Sussex coast in May, though this year has not
so far been at all exceptional in Sussex - in this year’s news I have seen just two Sussex counts
of 2 and 3 birds respectively (on May 12 and 18), and another 19 seen from Selsey yesterday,
before today’s big surge. Back in 1995 just 5 Manxies were recorded in Sussex in May, and the
figures for successive Mays up to 2001 are 2 in 1996, 65 in 97, 70 in 98, 369 in 99, 133 in 2000
but only 21 in 2001 (when the figures were minimised in an attempt to exclude double counting
of birds going back and forth off one site or passing another site on the same day). With
another ten days of May still to go we will have to wait for this years total, though with 122
already logged this is not going to be a lean year (and just one flock of 330 would make it a
record!). There are many reasons why the counts recorded by seawatchers can never be an
accurate reflection of the real number of birds out there in the channel but it is pretty clear that
something has changed since the days, less than ten years ago, when Manx Shearwater were
really uncommon in the English Channel in May, and I feel pretty sure that fish stocks have
something to do with this change. +++
Other Sussex news for today includes that Selsey Serin flying north from the Bill and the immature
Glaucous Gull continuing to patrol the West Sussex shore - now being seen in the
Widewater/Shoreham area.
From the Isle of Wight comes good and bad news - off St Catherine’s Point the good news for
birders is of a summer plumage Great Northern Diver (will the RSPB manage to get it to stay
and nest in their new Bembridge Marshes reserve?), but the bad news is that when Derek Mills
was at Whale Chine today he could not find a single Corn Bunting (any more than Cliff Dean in
Sussex could find a Tree Sparrow at Moneypenny Farm when he went walking through the Rye
Harbour area last Sunday)
TUE 20 MAY
Today’s most exciting news for birders (if not for the birds) is of two Storm Petrels seen off Selsey
Bill today following yesterday’s strong winds. Also seen at the Bill during a 10 hour seawatch
were 19 more Manx Shearwater, a Balearic Shearwater and 11 Arctic Skuas +++
A less exciting item of Sussex news, but of local interest, comes from Barry Collins who found that
the pair of Swans nesting on the Thormey Island Little Deeps had hatched their brood of six
cygnets today. While on that subject I see that the Swan pair which nest on the Farlington
Marshes Deeps, and which last year hatched one of the white ‘Polish’ cygnets, have lost all
their eggs, probably to foxes, and will have no young this year. Anyone know what’s happening
with the Eastney Lake Swans this year (last year one of the parents was killed by dogs
although I think the cygnets and one parent survived). Has a pair attempted to nest there this
year? +++
Still on the subject of young birds Derek Hale found the first young Whitethroats out of their nest
when he was at Dodnor on the Medina River estuary south of Cowes in the Isle of Wight today
(a quick check shows me that Whitethroats have a pretty quick turnround schedule for their
nesting - it can be as little as 3 weeks from laying an egg to the young bird leaving the nest).
+++
And still on the subject of bird families I have had a note from John Eyre about the Hayling Island
Robin foster parent to a Great Tit family. On the subject of the cause of this ‘fostering’
behaviour John tells me that .. ‘In the case of the Selborne Robin, there was a new, but
unfinished Robin's nest within a few feet of the Song Thrush nest. I assumed, although I had no

direct evidence, that the Robins' breeding attempt had been disrupted, possibly by the loss of
one of the pair, and the remaining bird had transferred its parenting instincts to the nearest
available alternative. However, in the case of the Blackbird feeding young Robins in Alton last
year, the male Blackbird chose to feed the Robins even though its own nest was successful
and its offspring were begging for food nearby.’
Yesterday Graham Roberts bravely climbed to the top of the 24 storey Sussex Heights tower
block in Brighton and ringed three young male Peregrines which are the result of the local
Peregrine pair having returned to use this nest box which Graham put up in 1998 and which
has been used successfully by the falcons in every year since (including 1998 but excluding
last year when they nested on the West Pier of which little is left after recent fires and storms).
Interestingly this year’s brood of three male birds is against the previous form of this pair whose
offspring have been almost exclusively females in all the five years prior to this one - last year
they had three females. +++
These youngsters, as in some previous years, have large colour rings (probably green with single
letter markings, though the current announcement does not state so for this year), and when
the birds start to fly everyone is asked to keep a look out for them and to report any sighting
details to Graham.Roberts@westsussex.gov.uk +++
Back on May 9 during a CBC count of birds on Farlington Marshes Bob Chapman tells us that .. ‘a
pair of Avocet flew into the Deeps calling loudly. Unfortunately they did not stay, but showed all
the signs of looking for a nesting site so perhaps they will stay somewhere along the south
coast.’ If you find where they have settled please don’t put the location on the internet or
spread the word around in other ways but please do let your county ornithological society have
the details at the earliest possible time so that any necessary protection for the nest site can be
arranged to give the birds the best possible chance of breeding success.
MON 19 MAY
The Titchfield Haven official website has just announced that Bearded Tits had left their nests at
the Haven on May 11 so hopefully we are now again allowed to mention these interesting birds,
at least at that site, and I look forward to hearing some idea of their breeding success. +++
Among many other young birds now fledging I see that Derek Hale today watched a family of
Treecreepers out of their nest in the Ryde area on the Isle of Wight, and yesterday Richard
Ford saw young Stonechats at Woolmer (though I had heard of these being out of the nest in
Sussex on May 11). Going back to the Treecreepers Bill Marjeram today saw a nest that was
not squeezed behind a loose flap of bark but was jammed up under the eaves of a wooden
barn, and he wonders if this is unusual - my own guess would be that it is not, as I think
Treecreepers will use any available crevice, which can be as low as only three feet from the
ground (I once saw a very low nest in the bark of a fallen tree trunk), and my small Blandford
Book of nests tells me that as well as flaps of bark they often use gaps in old ivy trunks on a tree
trunk, cracks in old sheds or walls, and they will of course use those wedge shaped nest boxes
- but my BTO nest box guide reminds me that while these may be very effective in e.g. conifer
plantations were there are no older trees with natural crevices they will not be used by
Treecreepers if more natural sites are available. +++
Today’s most interesting bird’s nest story came to me by two indirect routes with slight variations
but I think the one from John Goodspeed was probably the more accurate as it gave the
owners of the nest concerned as being Great Tits whereas the person who told me said they
were Blue Tits. The interest lies in the role of a Robin which is acting as an additional parent of
the young tits, still in their nest (a very similar setup to the famous case at Selborne last year,
when we saw on TV a Robin assisting with the domestic chores of a pair of Song Thrushes,
and later heard that one of the young Thurshes, after leaving the nest, continued to follow the
Robin around as if it was the real parent). I gather that the Robin brings food, takes it into the
nest box (round hole type) to feed the young, and comes out carrying a faecal sac. What I do
not know is the origin of the behaviour - has the Robin lost its own brood and is thus finding an
outlet for its frustrated parental urges? Is it mentally confused and has started to look after the
tits because they call louder than its own offspring (presumably leaving its own young to either
die of starvation or to be fed solely by the other, sane, Robin parent)? or is it behaving as a true

foster parent because (for some reason) it does not have mate or family of its own? +++
My conclusion is that if you are a young conservation enthusiast about to go to university and
want to make a mark for yourself in the world then take a course in bird psychology - there’s
bound to be full employment for you answering this sort of question, and no doubt many
startling discoveries to make (especially if you can get some co-operative birds to allow you to
study their brains in action as they build nests, raise young, and go about their pursuit of food,
using all those modern techniques for studying the operation of the brain that have enabled the
recent Reith Lecturer to give us such a fascinating series of talk a few weeks ago)
I have recently made some comments about apparently significant increases in the numbers of
some seabirds on our southern shore this year so I am naturally very interested to see that Dick
Gilmore has just listed on the SOS website those birds that appear to have increased and
decreased their numbers this year. His judgement is based on the results of seawatching at
Seaford (just west of Beachy Head) over the past ten years, and Dick’s first list is of those birds
for which the counts this year have been higher than in any of the preceding nine years - these
are Gannet, Velvet Scoter, Pintail. Arctic Skua, Mediterranean Gull, Sandwich Tern and Auk
species (all lumped together). Those for which this spring’s count is next to highest are Diver
species, Brent, Whimbrel, Great Skuas and Little Gulls. More interesting than these perhaps is
his list of species with the lowest ever counts for this ten year period - these are Knot,
Sanderling, Bar-tailed Godwit, Common and Arctic Terns lumped as Commic, and Black
Terns. I am surprised to see Commic terns on this list, but not too concerned about Black
Terns as I think their numbers are small anyway and so more susceptible to dips caused by
bad visibility or weather rather than actual numbers of birds. Sanderling also still have plenty of
time to make up their figures as there seem to be plenty of them still about, just not moving yet.
What does concern me are the Bar-tailed Godwit and Knot as these do seem to have been in
short-supply throughout the winter and have been absent everywhere on passage....
I expect large flocks of Swifts to appear in mid-May to try to re-assure us that their numbers are
not declining as much as diminishing counts of breeding birds would make us believe but I do
not think it is so normal for House Martins to wait so late and then suddenly appear in flocks of
250 or more as they did over the Testwood Lakes yesterday. This is not strictly true of
Testwood as Ian Pibworth did have a count of 200 there in the last week of April, and there was
a similar count at Titchfield Haven in the same week, but my concern is based on the total
absence of House Martins so far this year over the part of Havant where I expect to see them
from my garden. So far the maximum counts I have made from my home area have been
Swifts 4 and House Martins nil.
One bird that looks set to stay with us through the summer is the Eider. Birds of Hampshire
indicates that birds that intend to return to breeding quarters should have done so by mid May
and we have now passed that deadline and still have 48 Eider off Hill Head to be seen by Bob
Marchant today (and we know how the numbers seen on the sea vary from day to day, implying
that there could be many others still present, sitting on some part of the Solent not easily seen
from the regular birding spots.) +++
With them, but onshore, will be a good number of non-breeding Black-tailed Godwit. I see that the
last official count at Titchfield Haven was of 63 birds on May 7 but I’m pretty sure they have not
all left and there were 14 at Sidlesham Ferry on May 16 with half a dozen more seen Yarmouth
harbour on the Isle of Wight today and no doubt some still at Farlington Marshes. I would be
very interested to hear of actual numbers of summering Godwit, and also of any Greenshank
that may decide to stay over ...
Last Thursday (May 15) David Thelwell was the first to find juvenile Crossbills out of the nest
when he was in the Pig Bush/Bishop’s Dyke area of the New Forest, and today when Dave
Green was searching for (and finding) a few Wood Warbler on Black Down (just within Sussex
between Fernhurst and Haslemere) he came on a large number of Crossbill. In Dave’s words,
when at Blackdown he found .. ‘a flock of c20 Crosbills. We heard another Crossbill flock,
which sounded absolutely huge, but we never managed to see it in the treetops and it seemed
highly mobile. Continuing the theme of plentiful Crossbills, a flock of c60 headed over the A23
near Crawley early this morning. They got half way across the road, and then headed back to
the safety of the pine trees.’ Maybe we should scout round Stansted Forest and Havant

Thicket to see if there are flocks still there, and if they have any young?
PLANTS
SUN 25 MAY
Todays best find came in the marshy SSSI field next to Warblington cemetery where I found two
separate clusters of a plant I have often hoped to find there but never previous done so in
nearly twenty years of visiting the site - Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara). The plants were
not as big as I expected but were clearly of a different species to the normal inhabitants of this
field, and their leaflets, purple anthers, and petal size all fitted Stace’s requirements
Elsewhere on the site Marsh Thistles had opened their first flowers and plants of Brookweed (not
yet in flower) were well grown while in the farmyard I found my first Pineappleweed flowers of
the year and in the cemetery I had a close look at a large patch of what looked like rather
flattened Germander Speedwell and found it was in fact Slender Speedwell. Another
potentially good find on a well grazed dry bank were leaves of what might be Knotted
Hedge-Parsley, not far from where I found the first Rough Chervil of the year coming into
flower. I remember that last year I was fooled into thinking I had found this by some purple
stemmed Cow Parlsey but today’s find was of the genuing article with grey hairy leaves and
purple-spotted rough-hairy stems, only just opening its first flowers.
On my way home from the farm visit I found my first Field Bindweed flowers by the roadside where
Common Poppies were flowering and False Oat Grass had its purple lined spikelets wide open
Further along the road Broad-leaved Willowherb was in flower with the first Common Figwort
flowers (and Hairy Tare seeds)
SAT 24 MAY
The Havant Wildlife Group had an excellent list of plants seen at North Common at Northney on
Hayling Island this morning. From what I have heard they had at least five new first flowerings
for the year, the pick of the bunch in my estimation being a lovely show of Grass Vetchling
(Lathyrus nissolia) but others might prefer Viper’s Bugloss or the soon to be commoner Great
Bird’s-foot-trefoil. Another first was Common Flax (Linum usitatissimum) - presumably a
windblown of last year’s Oilseed Rape harvest and a reminder that we should soon be seeing
many fields turning bright blue. A less comon Trefoil was the tiny T. micranthum (Slender
Trefoil). Among many other plants enjoyed by the group were Hedgerow Cranesbill (in the
carpark) and both Common and Russian Comfrey at the eastern end of the common.
FRI 23 MAY
Two very common plants, Wild Carrot and Sea Club-rush, were found in flower for the first time
today by Brian Fellows around the Slipper Mill pond at Emsworth, and on the sea wall of
Emsworth Marina Brian found both Hedgerow Cranesbill and Black Mustard were out +++
More unusual first flowerings were recorded by John Goodspeed at the northern foot of
Portsdown in the HWT Hookheath nature reserve beside the Wallington River east of
Southwick village - these were Heath Spotted orchids and the lovely Meadow Thistles which
belie their name by having no prickles at all. +++
Yet more orchids were on show at Titchfield Haven but these were the Southern Marsh Orchids
which Richard Carpenter had already found in the Brownwich area on May 19 (though there is
currently no sign of these plants, not one leaf, in the Langstone South Moor site, nor at
Warblington, nor at Flexford in Chandlers Ford)
A morning stroll through Havant to Southmoor Lane and back across the South Moor and up the
Billy Trail gave me some additions to my year list, the most significant probably being Common
Ragwort and Hedge Woundwort. More interesting firsts were a single plant of Corky-fruited
Water Dropwort on the edge of the South Moor (where there was not even one leaf to indicate
the presence of any Southern Marsh Orchids so far!) and the find of at least one plant of
Small-flowered Cranesbill on a pavement edge in Juniper Square. Other plants of interest, not
necessarily newly appeared, were a mass of Changing Forget-me-not beside Southmoor Lane
just south of the stile giving access to the path across the old playng fields, and a cluster of
plants of Field Pennycress (with many well developed seeds) which I almost stepped on as I
got off the stile into the disturbed ground of the factory development area. Also here I found
what passes for flowers on Parsley Piert. Water Forget-me-not (M. scorpoides) was flowering

well in the streamlet which fills the Tamarisk Pool on the Moor, and the old brick wall of the
West Mill now has some 30 plants of Rusty-back Fern which continues to flourish there.
Coming from the path across the South Moor to the kissing gate which takes you into Mill Lane
you first have to climb the rather unusual ‘stile’ on the concrete casing of the pipe which used to
carry sewage down to the sea and some people might be interested to look at the foot of the tall
handpost of this stile (on its north side) where you will see a nice little cluster of Knotted Hedge
Parsley plants (not yet in flower). Coming up the Billy Trail from Langstone the garden escape
Raspberries are in flower as as the Holm Oaks over the Lymbourne stream where is passes
the Wade Court ‘Chinese Water Garden’, and among the Corn Chamomile at the Lymbourne
spring site today there was a genuine Common Poppy in flower. Finally two garden plants
provided clues to two wild plants that should now be in flower out in the country - Foxgloves and
Honeysuckle.
THU 22 MAY
Before reporting today’s news I must put right a couple of mistakes in earlier notes - most
significantly I omitted to record Brian Fellows’ find of the first Great Willowherb flowers of the
year when he was in Lumley Mill Lane yesterday (May 21), and in those same notes I said that
the Emsworth Brook Meadow Conservation Group had been mapping the distribution of
several plants found in the meadow area. Among them the name Blue Water Speedwell was
mentioned but Brian admits that this name was just a euphemism for the hybrid Water
Speedwell which is all I have ever found in this area.
This evening Tony Gutteridge was in the West Dean Woods north of Chichester (on a Woodcock
survey mission) and he tells me he found one large white orchid which I guess to be a Greater
Butterfly and also saw a more easily identifiable ‘true blue’ wild Columbine. +++
Earlier in the day Dave Tolcher visited the Old Burghclere Lime Quarry where, 15 years ago, he
recalls enjoying the sight of many Fly Orchids. Today he says .. ‘The place has been
decimated by rabbits - the only fly orchids were now in a small area fenced off with rabbit proof
fencing. I didn’t think rabbits really ate orchids but they have here - many of the Twayblades
were badly damaged. One area of white helleborines just showing colour.’ At any rate a few
Fly Orchids have declared their season open (as had the White Helleborines at the IBM North
Harbour site when I was there on May 17).
WED 21 MAY
Walking up Lumley Mill lane from Emsworth to Westbourne today Brian Fellows found the first
bright yellow flowers of Meadow Vetchling clambering up the wayside vegetation and agreed
with me that the Wallflowers growing on the ‘antique stone walls’ near Lumley Mill Farm could
be genuine wild plants (thugh they could equally be the product of seeds that have blown there
from nearby gardens and reverted to type in their struggle to survive with hardly any soil to
grow in). Brian also notes the start of the main flowering season for grasses in June with the
appearance of common species such as Smooth Meadow Grass (I also for the first time noted
an impressive clump of Rough Meadow Grass today), and Brian thinks he may have seen
Meadow Fescue in Brook Meadow - looking this up I see that I may well have mistaken it for
Giant Fescue believing the latter to be the only grass with such long pointed auricles that lack
the hairy edges of Tall Fescue. +++
Another of Brian’s finds today was of Spiked Sedge in the north of Brook Meadow where the
Ragged Robin plants have doubled in just one year as a result of clearance by the conservation
group which has recently been mapping the distribution of some of their best plants, among
which I see they have the true Blue Water Speedwell, making me very envious after many
years of looking but never seeing the Blue species, only the hybrid (I have often wondered how
the hybrid can be so widely distributed without either of its parents!)
I guess there are a good many plant people in Hampshire who will be interested to know that the
Hampshire Wildlife Trust (in conjunction with the County Council) have just announced that
there will be three Open Days for public viewing of the Red Helleborines at the Hawkley Warren
site on June 29, July 2 and July 5. If you want to see them there are two things you must do the first is to pray that at least one comes up and flowers this year, the second is to ring 023
8068 8918 and book your place with John Durnell at the HWT office.
Today I had to make an unplanned trip to Chandlers Ford to retrieve a coat which I had left in

Martin Rand’s car last night, and while I was there Martin took the time to introduce me to a
couple of plants, in the Hampshire Wildlife Trust Nature Reserve at Flexford, which I had never
seen anywhere before. One was the Wood Horsetail which looks like a minature birch tree with
all its many thin branches split into many ‘twigs’ drooping down at their tips to give the plant an
overall rounded conical shape and a pale feathery look from a distance. The other is the much
larger Wood Club-rush with its feet in water under a fairly dense alder grove - leaves of this
plant (Scirpus sylvaticus) have a superficial resemblance to its very common seaside cousin
(formerly known as Scirpus maritimus but now named Bolboschoenus maritimus) but its
flowers do not. Outside the reserve I was surprised to find a few fresh looking, still flowering,
plants of Common Whitlowgrass growing from pavement cracks seemingly months after the
plants in the Havant area have long turned to dust.
A brief stop on Portsdown on my way home added interest to the journey despite a spattering of
rain. I pulled off at the Mill Lane parking area immediately west of Fort Widley and crossed the
hilltop road to make a quick circuit outside the fenced grazing compartment nearest the hilltop
roundabout, returning through the west end of the compartment via the gates. The first things
I found were Kidney Vetch and Fairy Flax, both of which have probably been out for some time
but not so far noted by myself. Continuing round the end of the fencing and heading parallel to
the road running down to the Q A Hospital I found both Sainfoin and Hairy Rock-cress just
before the path makes a steep descent to the gate into the compartment in which I found
nothing new.
TUE 20 MAY
This evening Martin Rand returned to the Havant area to check out the Allium species which he
found in the Nore Barn woodland last year, and he took me along to see the Hairy Garlic (Allium
subhirsutum) which I had failed to spot last year despite his detailed instructions. Luckily the
severe cutting back of the northern hedge between the open space and the fields had not
destroyed the plants, nor had the attempts by Havant Borough to turn the broad earth based
pathway along the north edge of the woods into a highway more suited to walkers in an urban
area, so I have at last seen the plants, with their narrow leaves looking like a can of green
worms dumped onto the ground, and most of the flower stems similarly sprawling about on the
ground, barely raising their white, rounded, flower heards towards the light. What’s more, even
with my poor unaided eyesight I could see a sparse line of fairly long hairs lining the edges of
the deeply channeled leaves. The plants may not be dramatic but they are at least distinctive
when found. Elsewhere in the wood the common Ramsons was flowering and in the south
west corner, not more than 30 paces or so from the west edge of the wood. Martin had a good
look at the one cluster of plants which he thought last year were Allium neapolitanum and
decided they were definitely that species and not an odd version of A. triquetrum that can
usually be found abundantly in this wood (though today we had to search and only found one
cluster). The immediate distinctions between the two species were to be found in the stems,
flower heads and leaves. A. triquestrum has sharply three sided stems, the angles being
emphasised by the three sides being effectively grooved inwards, its flower heads are ‘one
sided’ and the leaves that sheath the base of the flower stems are not much broader than the
other leaves. A. neapolitanum has a bigger flower head with the flowers evenly distributed all
round it, its three sided stems are flat (not grooved) on the sides and at least two of the corners
were rounded, not sharp edged while the stem leaves are noticeably broader than the the other
leaves. +++
A quick look into the eastern stream meadow of the Warblington Faem, adjacent to Nore Barn, did
not reveal as as much as in some years due to heavy current grazing but we did find an
unusual form of Bog Stitchwort with short calyx segments and petals that were not noticeably
split. Martin also pointed out a patch of Tormential which I did not know occurred in this wet
situation and here I saw my first flowering Dog Roses of the year, just a day after Richard
Carpenter found the very first at Brownwich. +++
We then went to the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton where it passes the Portsmouth Water
Works springs overflow sluice and I was very pleased to see that the Buttonweed which
flourishes here (and nowhere else in Hampshire) was already coming into flower. There was
nothing else new around the stream here but I see that I have not mentioned that at the start of

our outing Martin walked round the section of the Hayling Billy Trail behind my house and
confirmed both that the big red poppies which I found there the other day are some cultivated
species, but that the Eastern Rocket is genuine. Furthermore he pointed out that some of the
Horsetails growing in the wet ground further down the track are Marsh Horsetails and that the
Wintercress growing on the gravelly surface where the cycleway enters the Townend House
carpark from the north are the Intermediate species, not the true Amercan species - for his
reward Martin was interested to see the Danewort colony still struggling on against the various
onslaughts that have been launched against it in the construction of the cycleway.
MON 19 MAY
The first Dog Roses of the summer were found today by Richard Carpenter at Brownwich, just
west of Titchfield Haven, where Southern Marsh Orchids were starting to flower. +++
Yesterday Richard was at Noar Hill, where Twayblade orchids were already flowering alongside
fresh Salad Burnett and less new Cowslips and Early Purple orchids. Later he went to
Bramdean where he found the first Black Horehound of the year +++
Also yesterday I forgot one item among the new flowers I saw near Fort Purbrook on Portsdown the first Scarlet Pimpernel of the year.
INSECTS

SUN 25 MAY
Walking in the damp meadow around the eastern stream of Warblington Farm in this mornings
sunshine I watched a Green-veined White egglaying, and the butterfly drew my attention to
another insect fluttering around the hedge vegetation which turned out to be one of those
interesting looking Snipe Flies with curly yellow tails and delicately patterned see through
wings (almost certainly Panorpa communis)
SAT 24 MAY
Alan Thornbury was delighted to find three Small Blue butterflies in the small chalkpits by Hill
Road above Portchester today, especially as one was a female though he did not see her
mating as he did with a pair of Common Blues at the same location.
Over on Hayling Island the Havant Wildlife Group outing party found Common Blue, Small
Copper, Green-veined White and Peacock butterflies, but I was more interested in their find of
the first ‘Thigh Beetle’ of the summer flowers - this is the species Oedemera nobile which is
easily identified by it swollen ‘thighs’ on its back legs.
THU 22 MAY
The only butterfly of note which I know of for today is a single Clouded Yellow seen in the Scilly
Islands! I thought I would mention it in case it was the forerunner of an invasion but I see the
Steve Nash’s migrant moth website has already reported two ‘false starts’ this year and I
expect this one will also turn out to be a ‘one off’ wonder. The previous two were both singles:
one was seen in Devon on April 5, the other in Ireland on May 1. My own guess at the origin of
these is that they emerged from larvae that had overwintered this side of the channel but there
is no evidence to support that. +++
Other news for today comes from Richard Carpenter who found more caterpillars of both
Peacocks and Tortoiseshells by the Titchfield Canal path, and from a lady I met while walking
in Havant who told me that a fresh male Stag Beetle had already been seen in Havant
(Southleigh Road area of Langstone) some little time ago.
The August 2001 edition of the HAMPSHIRE magazine carried an article by Barry Goater
reporting a strange phenomenon seen that summer in the Stockbridge and Sutton Scotney
areas north west of Winchester. Several hedgerows in both areas had suddenly turned white
as if a huge spider had decided to weave a dense white web covering the hedgerows for
stretches the length of a cricket pitch. Barry explained that this was just an unusal case of the
caterpillars of a tiny Spindle Ermine moth (Yponomeuta cagnagella) becoming rather more
numerous than usual and thus creating rather larger than usual tents for their own protection
against weather and predators while they went about the business of all caterpillars - munching
the leaves of the hedgerow shrubs. +++
This week the same phenonmenon can currently be seen on a hedge somewhere in Catherington
and a picture of the scene has appeared in today’s edition of the Portsmouth NEWS which

does not do much to identify the location (we do know that the person who reported the find
was a gas-fitter and plumber!) and which says that the caterpillars concerned are the larvae of
Yponomeuta padella, one of the Small Ermine moths, but I suspect that this name was
obtained by ringing up English Nature and being given the name of the commonest species of
the group without the expert having actually seen the caterpillars.
Other, properly identified moths are named by Barry Collins as having come to his Havant moth
trap last night. This was Barry’s first trapping session of the season and he recorded seven
species, two of which were firsts for the year on my list - these were Common Marbled Carpet
and Scalloped Hook-tip. He also had Shuttle-shaped Dart, Garden Carpet, Flame Shoulder,
Pale Mottled Willow and Chocolate-tip +++
Also seen yesterday by Andrew Brookes in a visit to the Defence Munitions site in the
Bedenham/Frater area of the north west shore of Portsmouth Harbour, were a few Small Heath
and Common Blue butterflies, with many Orange Tip eggs to be found on the masses of
Cuckoo-flower that was growing there.
WED 21 MAY
Until looking at the Butterfly Conservation (Hampshire) website today I was only aware of three
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries having been seen this year, all three in Pamber Forest - the
first on May 2 and the other two on May 5 - so it is good to hear that when Peter Eeeles went to
Pamber today he found a total of at least 11 of them on the wing and took a photo which
managed to get three in the same frame. The only other butterflies he saw there were three
each of Brimstone and Green-veined White plus singles of Orange Tip and Speckled Wood.
Yesterday,visiting Burkham Home Farm near Lasham to the south of Basingstoke, Jonathan
Forsythe had an even more restricted choice of butterflies - Small Heath (18) or Common Blue
(4) though he also saw a single Cinnabar moth.
Stopping on Portsdown Hill at midday in today’s light rain, and making a brief foray to look at
plants in the area south west of Fort Widley, I was pleased to see at least two male Common
Blues with their wings spread as if ready to take off in pursuit of a passing female (some hope
of such luck!) rather than just giving up the struggle to survive, closing their wings, and going
into roost mode until the rain stopped and the sun came out - game little creatures!
TUE 20 MAY
Mike Wall at Basingstoke had his moth trap running this evening and managed to attract nine
species (plus one Cockchafer) which included the first Pale-shouldered Brocade and Lychnis
for the year. One of the species was Early Grey and Mike is now offering odds that it is the last
appearance of this species this year - any takers?
Barry Collins had his first Hairy Dragonfly on the wing at the Thorney Deeps today, quite some
time after the first was seen by Mark Litjens at Titchfield Haven on May 5, but suggesting that
these dragonflies are either having a bad year or are staying underwater until the sun comes
out in proper summer mode as I have only heard of two other sightings of them - at Pulborough
Brooks on May 8 and at Rye Harbour on May 13. +++
While on the subject of dragonflies I see that one species that has slipped through my net is the
lovely Banded Demoiselle. I have I think recorded two sightings of Beautiful Demoiselle by
Richard Carpenter (at Whiteley Pastures on May 7 and Durley Mill on May 10), but it seems
that the only place where the Banded species has been seen is the Canal beside Titchfield
Haven where it was noted on May 7 but the news did not appear until some time later on the
Titchfield Haven official website.
Reports of Wall Brown from several sources this year seem to indicate that it is (?was) having a
good spring season, and this is confirmed by news put out from Farlington Marshes on the
Hampshire Wildlife Trust website where (in news dated May 15, implying that the sighting was
earlier than that date) they say that the sighting there was the first spring record for the
Marshes for many years (maybe another windblown lost waif? or possibly a sign that there is a
small population surviving there, normally unseen?). The HWT website also speaks of
undated mass emergences of both Azure and Common Blue-tailed Damselflies (not sure if the
second name implies the Blue-tailed Ischnura elegans or the Common Blue Enallagme
cyathigerum, or possibly both!) and goes on to introduce me to some creatures that I was not
aware of. After saying that Dark Bush Cricket nymphs can now be seen there it reports the

presence of lots of Groundhoppers, saying .. ‘These are a small relatives of the grasshoppers
that overwinter not as eggs but as adults or large nymphs. They like bare ground, often in damp
places and there are three British species. At Farlington we have the Common and Slender
Groundhoppers and may have the much scarcer Cepero's as well. Slender and Cepero's are
very similar and have a remarkable ability to swim, including under-water, to avoid predators as
well as the more usual grasshopper technique of jumping or making short flights.’ The web
entry includes an excellent photo of what is thought to be a Cepero’s Groundhopper which you
can see by going to the HWT website, selecting the Wildlife Reserves button, then the Wildlife
News tab and then the 15 May entry for Farlington Marshes. +++
I see from my copy of Chinery’s Collins Guide to Insects that the Groundhoppers are a fraction
over half the size of the common Field or Meadow Grasshoppers. You should look for them in
places where the grass is sparse, but they are difficult to spot on account of the way their brown
colour merges in with the earth on which they are to be found. If you see a possible candidate
and can get a close enough view they are very easy to separate from grasshoppers and
crickets as the hard shell (called the pronotum) which covers the thorax (like a saddle) in all
three groups extends right to the back of the abdomen in ground hoppers whereas it only
covers a small section at the front of the abdomen in Grasshoppers and Crickets. At least two
species of Groundhopper have a set of rear wings only where Grasshoppers have both front
and rear wings, and these wings could obscure the pronotum when viewed from the side but
should not do so if you look from above.
Happening to visit the Lymbourne Spring triangle by the Hayling Billy Trail in Havant today I was
surprised to see a Common Blue butterlfly touring the planted Corn Chamomile plants in
pleasant sunshine with a light wind, but if you read yesterday’s notes you will see that I should
not have been surprised - having been blown here by yesterday’s gales the poor insect has no
idea how to escape from this lonely site and refind its fellows
MON 19 MAY
The strong, almost gale force, south west wind today did not bode well for butterfly watching, but
the wind ‘proved’ a couple of points concerning butterflies and wild flowers. Stopping to check
the progress of the ‘wild flower meadow’ that has been planted right in the middle of Havant’s
residential area, where there are plenty of gardens and places like the Hayling Billy trail
bringing common wild flowers through the area, but there is no natural site for Common Blue
butterflies nearer than the Langstone South Moor, a good kilometre away to the south west,
across two busy main roads and with the whole intervening stretch being suburban, I saw in the
meadow, settling down to roost for the night, a fresh male Common Blue butterfly. I can only
assume the butterfly had been wind blown from the South Moor or from even further afield, thus
‘proving’ one of the mechanisms by which butterflies find new sites (or more likely die unmated
in the process), but far more interesting to me was the butterfly’s apparent choice of a resting
place on this involuntary journey - coming down to rest on a bed of Corn Chamomile,
presumably attracted by the scent of this native (albeit a long lost native) plant.
There were a few other butterflies seen today but the sum total of those reported to me were just
singles of Green Hairstreak and Common Blue seen by Dave Tolcher in the Hook Park area of
Warsash, and just 2 Small Heath seen by Richard Carpenter at Noar Hill. Dave, at his home in
Warsash, was also lucky enough to have a male Broad-bodied Chaser dragonfly around his
garden pond. +++
Going back to last week (day unknown) I hear that Theo Roberts had all of six Common Blues and
a Green Hairsteak in the Fort Purbrook area at the eastern end of Portsdown, while on
Thursday (May 15) Andrew Brookes at last managed to find fresh Grizzled Skippers (and two
Small Copper) in the Huntbourn Woods west of Denmead. The first find of a Grizzled Skipper
that I know of this year was made by Anne McCue on Apr 5 (at Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley),
and Andrew has been searching the Huntbourn Wood site for them twice weekly ever since, so
he is unlikely to have missed their first appearance. Andrew puts down the delay to the
waterlogged ground in these woods (unlike the chalk hill sites)
Alan Dawson has just sent me the few interesting moth finds he has been able to make at his

Southampton Portswood trap during the recent poor weather, and I see that three of them are
firsts for the year on my list. Last night (May 18) he took both Yellow-barred Brindle and Small
Clouded Brindle (despite their similar sounding names the first is one of the small Geometers
while the Small Clouded Brindle is a larger Noctuid moth), and back on May 10 he took a Vine’s
Rustic which no one else sems to have seen yet though last year Sarah Patton at Chichester
took the first on almost the same day (May 9). +++
Other personal firsts for Alan were already on my list - on May 12 Alan had a Buff-tip which
Maurice Opie took on May 6; on May 16 Alan had Lime Hawk (M. Opie on May 7) and Garden
Pebble (M.O. on May 6) ; and on May 17 Alan had Poplar Hawk (Paul Boswell on Apr 20).
Finally a couple of corrections to what I wrote on May 12. It seems the early Wall Browns seen on
Portsdown by Theo Roberts on Apr 23 were not in his butterfly transect area around Fort
Purbrook but were nearer the centre of the Portsdown Ridge, west of the hill top roundbabout
and above Paulsgrove, and I was also wrong when I described how John Goodspeed had
found a Drinker Moth caterpillar in a gorse bush on Hayling - what he actually found there was
almost certainly a Grass Eggar caterpillar (of which he had a photo on his website) whereas I
was looking at a photo of a Drinker caterpillar which was on John’s poster (illustrating
something else but which I took to be the caterpillar in the gorse0 Apologies to John and to any
others I confused!
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 24 MAY
The following note from Sue Drewett, who lives in a house backing onto the Hollybank Woods on
the northern fringe of Emsworth, has two very interesting observations. She writes .. ‘Thought
you would be interested in a couple of things Ray has seen in our garden. Yesterday, while
mowing some long grass, Ray ran over a couple of slow worms, fortunately not harming them
in any way but catching them in a rather curious position. They were both about a foot long but
one was fatter and a brownish colour, whilst the other was copper coloured. The fatter slow
worm was holding the head of the copper one in its mouth. Ray watched them for some 5
minutes until they moved, together in the same position before the larger one finally let go and
they both disappeared more rapidly in the same direction.
The second incident involved a muntjac deer which Ray saw going past the window at a trot from
the direction of the road end of our garden up our lawn to disappear into the back of the garden
into the woods. This is our first sighting of one in the garden.’
With most people I would query the Muntjac sighting as this is the first definite report of one
anywhere in our area (though there have been lots of rumours) but I know that Sue and Ray are
familiar with Roe deer - though I suppose they might possibly have been fooled by seeing a tiny
Roe kid as the does are now dropping their young. Maybe Ray saw more than Sue’s message
conveys - if she had mentioned the tusks of a male, or the odd impression which Muntjac give
of having shorter front than back legs (on account of their ‘humpback’ outline) we would have
more evidence for the sceptics... If the Muntjac stay in that are they should soon know all about
it from the continuous dog like barking that they make (I think they do this all round the year as
they have no fixed rutting season).
I had not previously heard of the Slow-worm behaviour which Ray saw but my Readers Digest
Guide to the Animals of Britain says .. ‘Mating takes place in April and May. Males often fight at
this time, seizing each other on or near the head and sometimes inflicting serious bites’ and
(although colour is very variable in Slow-worms) it is more likely that the copper coloured one
was the younger being taught a lesson by the older one.
WED 21 MAY
With so few sightings of Hares being reported this year I welcome Derek Hale’s news from the Isle
of Wight that three Hares could still be seen at Whale Chine today (where the similarly
declining population of Corn Buntings was down to zero today!)
MON 19 MAY
When undertaking their regular Sunday dawn to dusk observation of the birds at Totton’s
Testwood Lakes, sitting quietly in one spot all day, Ian Pibworth and Simon King had a couple
of unexpected surprises yesterday. The first was the sight of a Roe doe washing her new born

fawn within view of their chosen observation point, the second was of a mother Weasel
carrying her youngsters to what she regarded as a safer den after Ian and Simon had
unwittingly chosen to sit very close to her previous den - they watched her make at least six
journeys each time carrying one of the kittens in her mouth. +++
I don’t know too much about the sex life of Roe deer but it does sound confusing that the females
should be giving birth in the same month during which their rut takes place. One thing that I
read about them is that Roe are the only hoofed mammals in which the fertilised egg remains in
the body from the time of the rut in May until around December, only then being implanted in
the womb and starting to develop as an embryo. This raises two questions in my mind and
would be grateful for any answers. The first concerns the rut: are the females subject to the
chase of the rut in the same month in which they give birth, or do they have sex one year and
opt out of the rut next year when they have young? The second concerns the delayed
implantation: presumably this allows the female to abort her pregnancy in a hard winter, but
does it allow her to retain her fertilised egg for a further year in a bad season?
BIRDS

WEEK 20 MAY 12 – 18 (Edited Version)

SUN 18 MAY
Earlier this spring John Eyre told us that he had reason to believe that Firecrest could be invading
Hampshire in a big way as breeding birds and today he reports that so far this spring he has
found 20 singing males spread throughout north Hampshire sites, so it is well worth birders in
other parts of the county keeping a look out for them. To help you focus your search John says
.. ‘I have found most birds in coniferous or mixed woodland, often on an edge or in a clearing
rather than deep in the wood. They prefer 'soft' conifers rather than pines. About a quarter of
the sites are in mature deciduous woodland - oak and beech, usually associated with holly and
ivy. The song is usually quite distinct from Goldcrest but on a couple of occasions I have heard
Firecrests producing Goldcrest-like songs.’
SAT 17 MAY
The most exciting birding news that I have for today comes from the Isle of Wight where a Stone
Curlew was in the Atherfield area (on the south west coast) from early morning to at least
mid-afternoon. and a Golden Oriole was reported from St. Catherine’s Point while a flock of
more than 40 House Martins was over Brading Marsh.
Having been diverted from writing up yesterday’s news in order to carry out the WeBS count at the
IBM Lake in Portsmouth during today’s high tide I might as well give you the latest from that site
where the big surprise is that the second pair of Swans which was on the water last month (at
the far end from the pair that were already sitting) now have a nest of their own. More of the
Swans next month, but today the expected bad news was that a total of 39 adult Canada
Geese were present and had hatched 23 cygnets from just four nests, with at least three more
pairs still sitting. A similar number of adult Coot were to be seen (I counted 35) but I only saw 5
youngsters. Moorhen, on the other hand, were very few - I only saw five - and that may mean
that lots are sitting with their mates keeping a low profile - last month I counted 17 Moorhens. I
only came on three pairs of Little Grebe, one with chicks, but they are always elusive, as is the
possible Great Crested Grebe pair (as last month just one adult in breeding plumage was to be
seen). At least three Tufted Duck may also be sitting - last month all these were in pairs but
today three males were on their own plus three more that had their mates on the water.
Turning to other birds on site the most obvious were the Swifts that were everywhere - there may
well have been a hundred or more though at any one time the most I could see was around 50.
Among them were just a few House Martins - my very first for the year! Another bonus was the
presence of two, maybe three, Common Sandpiper and one Shelduck which looked
remarkably as if it was hanging around with a mate on a nest down some nearby hole - I have
seen pairs and singles on the lake in the breeding season in a good few years but never in 20
years familiarity with the site have I seen young there. Some 30 immature Herring Gull and a
dozen adult Black-headed were present, plus one Lesser Blackback that had acquired the front
two thirds of its black back, and one immature Common Gull.
Whitethroat, Chiffchaff and of course Reed Warblers were singing but I did not hear Cetti’s though

I did have one of the seemingly increasingly uncommon Pied Wagtails.
FRI 16 MAY
I have no reason to believe that there is a shortage of Reed Warblers this spring but I see that
Paul Winter today passes on a comment that the number of singing males at the Lower Test
reserve is only 41 at the moment, compared to an expected figure of around 60. I am not sure
if there has been any reedcutting at the Lower Test over the past winter, but I am aware that
where the old reeds have vanished from Reed Warbler habitat (and the new growth of reeds is
not yet high enough to offer the birds cover) then the returning Reed Warblers are to be found
dispersed in the most unlikely scrub habitats (e.g. Blackthorn hedges) often far from any water,
remaining there until the new reeds have grown enough to support nests. In connection with
this I recall that Andrew Grace recently commented (on the SOS website) that the habitat along
the River Ouse south of Lewes was in particularly good condition this spring, but said .. ‘Reed
Warblers are abundant where there is old reed, otherwise in cut areas birds are still to arrive.’ ..
which I interpret to mean that the birds have reached this country but are staying away from the
cut reedbeds. +++
If Reed-Warblers are having an average year there are perhaps signs that Hobbies are having a
better than usual season, though I have no hard evidence for this, just a feeling that more
people are seeing more of them than usual. For example, Andrew Howard at Petworth felt
compelled to send me a note today saying that, as he sat down in his study at Petworth to
record some bird notes, a Hobby dashed through his garden right outside the study window,
and those who go looking for Hobbies seem to have no problem in finding them - when David
Thelwell stopped of at the Bishop’s Dyke area near Beaulieu Road station last Tuesday (May
13) he found 10 Hobbies hunting there, and reports of seeing them in groups of 3 and 4 have
been widespread in both Hants and Sussex this month
When David Thelwell was at Bishop’s Dyke on Tuesday watching the Hobbies he also found
young Crossbills out of their nest and begging for food from their parents, and this leads me to
another current discussion thread about garden birds feeding their young with the birdseed we
put out for them. The original subject was Robins, and it is clear that feeding birdseed to their
young is not uncommon, but this spring I have been surprised to find at least one Blackbird in
my garden regularly taking bird seed (apparently just for his own needs). Jim Berry tells me
that in his Rowlands Castle garden yesterday he .. ‘was entertained by a male Blackbird who
had two young with him. He was continuously flying up to the bird table, filling his beak with
seed, and then flying down and feeding the youngsters. This activity was repeated probably a
dozen times - perhaps he thought he was a yo-yo! I don’t know whether the seed is satisfactory
food for young blackbirds? - I would have thought his more usual worm digging products would
have been better - but perhaps he was getting tired by tea time and took the easy option to stop
them demanding ever more food.’
A little while ago I remarked on the hard time parent birds which normally feed worms to their
young must be having this year with such dry ground, and I think that may be the primary
reason for this behaviour, but at the same time I am concerned that our efforts to help the birds
by providing them with ‘fast food convenience stores’ supplying rather un-natural products
could be having, in the long term, the same undesirable effects on the young birds as similar
‘fast food’ is having on our own human young.
Still on the subject of young birds I see that Richard Ford’s reputation as a top class bird
phototgapher has brought him the job of official photographer at an owl ringing session - only
Tawnies this time but maybe Geoff Culbertson will be able to get him in on the capture of the
next Eagle Owl (do you remember the TV coverage of the capture of one Eagle Owl thought to
be endangering pets, small dogs and even children - the police were told that the owl had been
seen to attack dogs so they took a police dog along to the stake out and succeeded in capturing
the owl in a net fired from a gun when the owl stooped on the brave but disciplined dog - they
then learnt that the owl had been brought up in a family home where it spent most of its time
playing with the family dog)
Still with garden birds Will Walmsley tells us that so far this year his garden at Shedfield has not
produced anything as good as last autumn’s Yellow Browed Warbler, but nevertheless he
regularly sees a pair of Kestrel and watches a pair of Mandarin making display flights overhead

(what about putting up one of Mike Wearing’s hollowed out logs some 30 feet up in one of the
trees?). What really caught my eye in Will’s note was the mention of a pair of Bullfinch, always
nice to have but in this case living particularly dangerously by sitting in a cherry tree. Perhaps
the inherited memory of the danger that habit would have put them in when I was young has
now vanished from the Bullfinch species collective memory, but I certainly remember how
Bullfinches were a real menace to the livelihood of fruit growers in southern England, and any
loitering in the trees would probably result in the birds being shot. Now there’s a good project
for scientific study (the collective subconscious memory of bird species) for an up and coming
avian psychologist!
Finally for today we move from the ordinary garden birds to the upper crust species - the
Peregrines that nest on Chichester Cathedral where they have their own butler/valet to make
sure their life style is flawless and fashionable (I don’t know if Graham Roberts will recognise
that description of his job as West Sussex ecologist but he certainly deserves it, especially
since he has added to his qualifications that of hgh-wire trainer for Dormice - the subject of his
latest TV appearance). Certainly the RSPB think he has done a good job and naturally they
want to be in on the publicity so they have negotiated with the Dean and Chapter of the
cathedral a whole two weeks of Peregrine watching from the refectory (posh word for cafe)
garden at the end of June when the young Peregrines will be getting their flying lessons and will
hopefully be showing at their best.
The dates for this event, which is open to all, are June 16 to 28 inclusive, and it is planned to have
birders and telescopes present from 10am to 5pm each day to show the public these wonderful
birds (maybe the visitors will also see some of the Herring Gull young from other rooftops just
down the street?). Do pass the word on, and if you feel like volunteering to be one of the
people pointing out the birds to the public then get in contact with Keith Noble at the RSPB
(either email keith.noble@rspb.org.uk or phone the RSPB Brighton office on 01273-763621).
P.S. it is not yet certain whether Graham Roberts will be giving the flying lessons in person maybe he will just offer advice to the parent birds and leave them to do their best.
THU 15 MAY
Sussex news today is almost exciting enough to tempt a Saints Fan who has failed to get a ticket
for Saturday’s match to go to Pagham Harbour instead - 12 Spotted Flycatchers at Church
Norton (that must be an all England record for 2003), and on top of that the first of the
Yellow-legged Gulls that will probably increase in number there from now on into the autumn
(did we have a count of 200+ there last autumn?), and something we must not mention - the
two RSPB emblems seen recently doing naughty things at Sidlesham Ferry where there are
currently 14 Black-tailed Godwit. At Selsey Bill a first summer Glaucous Gull flew by, and
Brighton Marina has another Roseate Tern today. When I read of the Glaucous Gull I thought
that might be unusual in May but I see from Birds of Hampshire that they have been recorded in
Hampshire in every month of the year and that June and July are the months when they are
least likely to be seen (perhaps because there are fewer birders out in those months?)
An afternoon cycle ride through Emsworth to Southbourne and back via Thornham lane on
Thorney Island had its best birds near the end as I emerged from Emsworth marina area and
was passing the bay where Dolphin Lake and the Slipper Mill Pond flow into Emsworth
Harbour. Here, apparently coming out of Dolphin Lake, were two Swans with eight small
downy cygnets, presumably the family from Peter Pond as there was no sign of them there (just
two eggs left in the nest showing that last two cygnets to hatch - one of them said to be
weakling - had enough strength to join the family when they headed for the safety of the sea
away from land predators).
Earlier in my outing I had been in Brook Meadow and was reminded of the recent occasion when
a Mistle Thrush was seen to ‘attack’ a Magpie. Today two Mistle Thrushes were in the ‘picnic
bench’ area when a Magpie flew towards them, making a lunge at one of the Thrushes that
happened to be airborne. The other thrush, perched nearby, took no notice of the Magpie, nor
it of the Thrush.
I had faint hopes of hearing a Turtle Dove either at the Inhams Lane level crossing or Farm Lane,
both in Nutbourne, but had no luck though I was pleased to see 8 Shelduck in the Ham Brook
mouth stream with a Goldfinch singing from the Hawthorn above it where many birds dry out

after bathing in the stream. I was not so pleased to see 8 Canada Geese there. At Thornham
Point another pair of Shelduck were on the mud so, with the 40 Shelduck seen in Fishbourne
Channel last Sunday, it seems that Chichester Harbour has not lost all its Shelduck yet. On the
Thornham Point field that is reverting to saltmarsh a Meadow Pipit sang, and I could hear
Swallows at the Thornham Lane sewage works, while Havant was visited by a couple of Swifts
in the morning.
When out listening to the churring of Nightjar, which I always find exciting, I sometimes get a bit
bored with the alternate grunts and whistles of the flying pigs (i.e. Woodcock) but just
occasionally they brighten things up by having a territorial dispute involving a burst of excited
whistling and close flying which makes you expect to have to get out your mobile phone to
summon an ambulance for a crashed flying pig (would that count as a hoax call?). All that
verbal rubbish of mine comes from just one sentence on the SOS website - a note from Darrin
Madgin at the Isle of Thorns in Ashdown Forest where he says he .. ‘saw three Woodcock, two
of them fighting over territory’ .. yesterday evening.
Finally for today I have a note from Martin Hampton and his brother Tim chose last Sunday (May
11) to undertake their annual ‘green birdrace’ and I feel proud for them in that their score of 92
species was exactly the same as Cliff’s result, seemingly proving that the stretch of the
Hants/Sussex border south from Petersfield to Hayling Island is as good birding country as that
in the sweep of coast from Hastings to Rye. Martin’s list included Hobbies seen both over the
Rother near Petersfield and over Thorney Island, and the Hayling shoreline gave them both
Fulmar and Dartford Warbler while Bearded Tits also got on the list. Everyone has their ‘bird of
shame’ on such occasions and the one which Martin has never missed before, but did this
year, was Curlew. Martin and Tim used their bikes to get around but they do admit to using the
train from Petersfield to Havant - no shame in that, but I fear for the future of the world when I
read that Martin is so determined to score 100 in some future daylist that he is thinking of taking
driving lessons! What will that lead to - perhaps he will then want to up his score to 1000 in a
day and start saving up to buy the last Concorde as his means to that end?
WED 14 MAY
As today was forecast to have a dry and sunny start I went to Warblington Castle Farm to make
another CBC visit but the most exciting bird news I have from the visit came from people
walking the public path from Emsworth to Langstone who told me that the Swans on Langstone
Pond have hatched three cygnets though I do not know when they first appeared or if that is the
total size of the brood.
At Warblington the high spot was when three Shelduck flew over with ‘whistling wings’ on a
courtship flight - soon after they had gone overhead one of the ducks separated from the other
two, presumably a second male acknowledging defeat and leaving the ‘happy pair’ to fly on
alone. Other items worth a mention were the presence of one Egret feeding in a cattle field,
and of four, maybe five, singing Reed Warblers (with their accompanying Cuckoo). Just one
pair of Swallows seem to be nesting in the farm buildings, and I could only see one Swallow at
the riding stables where the doors that might have given access to their nests were firmly
closed (is the extra security against tackle thieves that is now a necessity a factor in the
Swallows decline?). Over the wheat fields I heard two Skylarks singing simultaneously over
different fields but that is probably all that we have there this year. Other ‘bad news’ was that
two pairs of Mallard were seen together and without ducklings - presumably their attempts at
raising young have failed, but we did have three singing Whitethroat, a similar number of
Blackcaps and one Lesser Whitethroat.
MON 12 MAY
Another matter for speculation has recently been raised by David Thelwell when he reported his
surprise at hearing a Cuckoo ‘singing’ at 1am in a very dark place with no artificial lighting to
delude the bird into thinking a new day was breaking. Dr David Harper at Sussex University
has come up with some interesting comments on this - did you know the New Zealand Cuckoos
are well known as night songsters? - but his comments are founded in the scientific approach
to such questions about animal behaviour - arriving at his answer by first asking what
evolutionary advantage the animal gains from the behaviour in question.
The only comment that I would like to make on this comes after listening to the Radio 4 Nature

programme about Nightingales (in commemoration of the great Chris Mead). During the
programme there was discussion of why Nightingales use so much of their energy in singing,
and why they do so at night as well as by day, whereas the Chiffchaff (with similar needs to
defend territory and to call down a mate, who probably also migrates at night) manages to do
so with just two notes.
One cannot dispute that some animal behaviour is more advantageous to survival than are other
behaviours, nor that the progeny of those with successful life strategies will tend to become the
majority, making their behaviour the ‘norm’ for the species, but just as important for Darwin’s
view of evolution is that individuals of the species sometimes behave differently to the norm (if
no animal ever varied from the norm there would be no evolution), and this ties in with my own
thinking that species are made up of individuals exhibiting individual behaviour, so I do not
require any better reason for a Cuckoo to start singing in the night than that it ‘feels like doing
so’. That individual may not live to tell the tale if its calling attracts predators with better night
vision than the Cuckoo, but on the other hand keeping the birds in whose nests it intends to lay
its eggs (I know I’m confusing the sexes here - the female would not be cuckooing!) awake all
night could mean that they are so confused after a sleepless night that they more easily reveal
their nest locations and this individual behaviour could thus become the norm.
While on this subject I have heard that all birds remain ‘half awake’ at all times, only allowing one
half of their brains to sleep at any one time and maintaining constant vigilance for predators at
all time with at least one eye and one ear! Perhaps Cuckoos have, as we are supposed to do,
‘artistic’ qualities operating in one half of the brain and ‘rational’ qualities in the other half,
encouraging singing when the ‘artistic’ side is awake ....
I see that Nigel Kendall was at Noar Hill yesterday and found both Turtle Dove and Willow Tit hopefully that means that Turtle Doves have settled down for the summer (Simon Woolley
heard one purring there a good week earlier on May 3). I hope the Willow Tit also remains and
has a family there - I was not aware that this species was a regular at Noar Hill. One bird that
I used to expect to hear singing in the fields around the reserve was Corn Bunting - can anyone
still find one in that area?
PLANTS
SUN 18 MAY
A brief visit to the Fort Purbrook area at the Havant end of Portsdown today gave me my first two
Common Spotted Orchids in flower along with Salad Burnet and Wild Privet. I had my first
Bladder Campion here with lots of Milkwort and more flowering Common Gromwell. Not yet
near flowering was my first plant of Yellow Meadow Vetchling climbing up through grass with its
long tendrils looking for hand-holds and its leaves pressed closely to the flower stems.
SAT 17 MAY
As I noted in the Bird notes I had to interrupt the writing of my latest notes this morning in order to
count the birds on the IBM Lake, and that of course meant checking out the plants while I was
at that remarkable site. First speciality seen there was a cluster of 19 spikes of White
Helleborine in flower along the canal bank running north from the canal ‘T junction’ close to the
Building D entrance. These spikes were a totally new discovery last spring when I found 15
plants in flower on May 11, and today I counted 19 spikes spread out along the east side of this
canal section, most of them coming up among the leaves of last winter’s Winter Heliotrope.
+++
My next notable plant was the Pale Flax that will soon be one of the dominant species here
(though nationally rare) and with that I found anthers showing on Cocksfoot Grass for the first
time and had my second find of Hop Trefoil for the year. Near the water’s edge ‘flowers’ were
open on the huge Water Dock plants (as they now are generally on Curled Dock though I may
not have mentioned that species). Another plant not new to my year list, but here flowering in
profusion for the first time, was Heath Speedwell, and out on the islands half a dozen spikes of
Common Spotted Orchid were about to open their flowers. Elsewhere I found leaves of Bee
Orchids growing well (several layers, not just the winter basal rosette) and before leaving I
found a few early flowers of the yellow pea (Lathyrus aphaca) already out in the usual place.
Also of interest to me were the flowers on one or two of the Tulip Tree grove near the main

reception entrance.
At Emsworth Brian Fellows found Yarrow in flower today, plus Hairy Sedge and Wood Speedwell
in Brook Meadow to swell that site list, while in Havant I had a new flowering even more
uninteresting than the Yarrow - Ground Elder!
FRI 16 MAY
A brief walk for fresh air when the rain ceased this evening showed me the first garden Sweet
Peas (and the white flowers of vegetable Peas) in the Havant New Lane allotments but the
surprise of the day was the bright red of two Common Poppy flowers among the other ‘weeds’
in the disturbed ground behind the pseudo Level Crossing gates where the Hayling Billy trail
meets New Lane
Far more impressive than anything I have to report is the list of plants seen by the Flora Group of
Hampshire Wildlife Trust when they visited the Sandy Point area of Hayling Island last Sunday
(May 11). A summary of what they listed has just reached me from Martin Rand and I hope I
will not bore others with a long list of the things I found interesting, starting with one plant which
I see has been growing at Sandy Point for a good many years but which I was not aware could
be found there and have never knowingly seen for myself - Smooth Cat’s Ear. +++
In Sandy Point reserve both Western and Dwarf Gorse were found among the Common Gorse,
the lone clump of Sharp Rush was duly venerated and Heath Dog Violet was seen (but not Pale
Dog Violet, and there is no mention of the Lousewort which continues to surprise me by its
abundant presence there but nowhere else in our Havant area). Also seen within the reserve,
but hopefully also growing in areas where there is public access, were Heath Pearlwort,
Fenugreek and Birdsfoot - the latter is relatively common in the Sinah Common area where I
am pretty sure I could also find Fenugreek (though I have done so yet) and I have come on
Heath Pearlwort near the central beachlands fun fair a couple of years back.
Out on the shingle and sandy soil east of the reserve the very rare Sea Knotgrass continues to
flourish and they found Shepherd’s Cress still flowering (though at the Sinah Common site it is
now well over - the peak flowering there was on Apr 10 in 2001 and around Apr 29 in 2002 - this
year it started to flower on Apr 10). Here they also found the Smooth Cats-ear and one or two
plants of Suffocated Clover. +++
Moving north they found Rough Clover near the Lifeboat Station and both Sea Arrowgrass and
English Scurvygrass in the marshy land south of the road to the sailing club - the Sea
Arrowgrass was not yet in flower but I found Marsh Arrowgrass (with the non-grooved leaves)
already flowering at Warblington this week. Masses of Harestail Grass (and the omni-present
Sand Catstail) were on the recently disturbed sand beside the causeway (where later there
should be a good show of Sea Holly).
The party then went to Sinah Common in search of the Childing Pink and I am pleased to see that
they managed to find four very early plants present and in bud. Last year I did not see any
plants until May 27 and they were probably at their peak around June 11, and in 2001 I see I
found two plants on May 22 with 27 plants on May 29. I think these plants are found much
earlier than those at the mouth of Pagham Harbour which do not appear until well into June.
Near the Childing Pink the ground is a patchwork of large mats of dead grass (it looks as if
someone had sprayed weedkiller but this is the norm for the very early Bulbous Meadowgrass
which abounds here and has already completed its annual cycle and died back) and other
patches of ‘pretty red granules of something’, that something being Mossy Stonecrop! +++
Somewhere on their round they found the tiny Spring Vetch which I have so far failed to find this
year and also lots of Early Hair-grass which I have not seen (probably through a mental
blockage as far as grasses are concerned - that goes for the Dune Fescue which Martin also
lists) but some of the plants which he mentions as giving excitement to some of the party are
too common on south Hayling to arouse excitement in me (e.g. Bur Chervil, Sea Mouse-ear
and Sea-Radish) perhaps the group will visit the southwest of Hayling next year and enjoy
some of the other good things the island has to offer - lots of Round-leaved Cranesbill and
lesser amounts of Little Robin plus one patch of Nottingham Catchfly and no doubt many things
I have never yet seen.
THU 15 MAY
An unplanned wander on my bike this afternoon took me through Brook Meadow which is looking

so very much more attractive than it did just a few years ago before the Conservation Group
began to work on it. The most eye-catching feature was the yellow carpet of buttercup flowers
over most of the north section (though there is a good mixture of other wild flowers and grasses
among them for those who look), but this carpet - which seems to be almost exclusively of
Creeping Buttercup - may need some harsh treatment in future years if it is not to choke out the
whole area!
After the meadow I turned up Lumley Mill Lane and once again wondered about the origin of the
Wallflowers growing high on the old walls at the bend where the lane straightens out to head
north past Mill Farm - could they be wild? At the next bend (to the bridge over the A27) I
stopped and saw that the white Dame’s Violet flowers that grow above the Mill Stream (where
it wells up from its tunnel under the A27) were already in flower. Further north, at the southern
end of the Westbourne ‘tow path’, several plants of Skullcap were in leaf, but not flower, so the
wall cleaners have not yet won their battle to rid the stream wall of all vegetation, though a
casual glance at the nearby old stables (now converted into dwellings) seemed to show that the
Polypody which has always grown on the laneside walls has now been eliminated.
Another battle of man versus plant is still ongoing in Stein Road at Southbourne in the driveway of
number 162 (near the north end on the east side). A few years ago this driveway had a
magnificent annual display of Crown Vetch but then ownership changed and the plants
become the target for elimination. Luckily I can report that fresh leaves of several plants are
still present - we will have to see if they get a chance to flower and seed!
Being in this area I continued east along Cooks Lane to Priors Leaze Lane and stopped at the first
field gate that I reached on the south side of the road (opposite a large house after passing the
Vet Centre and a Play School). This field gate is reached by a concrete bridge over a deep
roadside ditch, and on the side of this ditch (immediately west of the bridge) the fresh leaves of
a Skunk Cabbage still grow as a rather unusual garden escape. I have never seen this plant in
a garden or anywhere else and I was very impressed by the size of the leaves when I first found
them here serveral years ago - then there were several plants, mainly growing in the ditch, but
the ditch has recently been cleaned and just this one plant remains. If you are not familiar with
this oddity it looks like a cross between one of those tall pointed lettuces (with leaves some
three feet high) and an Arum Lily with its spathe in the centre of the leaves. Today the spathe
was still totally wrapped in an unopen leaf, making it look like a giant green hand-rolled cigar.
At the extreme east end of Thornham Lane one patch of Dyers Greenweed leaves were already
six inches of so high, and back in the made up section of the road on the north side, just west of
the entrance to Thornham Marina, was more Dames Violet in flower - this one with mauve
coloured flowers that could be easily overlooked as Honesty.
Finally, back at home. the first Purple Toadflax flowers have opened.
WED 14 MAY
Walking the fields of Warblington Castle Farm this morning I found my first Lesser Spearwort and
Lesser Stichwort along with Marsh Arrowgrass, Marsh Foxtail and Floating Sweeetgrass. On
the way home I deviated from my normal route in order to look at the ‘Pocket Handkerchief tree’
(Davidia involucrata) in Shawford Road (off Wade Court Road) which is also known as the
Dove Tree or Ghost Tree. A few years ago the tree seemed to be dying but some drastic
surgery has given it a new lease of life and its strange white flowers are now at their best. I had
a bonus here in the shape of Slender Speedwell (Veronica filiformis) flowering in the close cut
damp grass verges (also in that shaded spot one Common Dog Violet was still in flower).
TUE 13 MAY
A quick walk round the Hayling Billy line behind my house this evening gave me proof of my
earlier identification of Eastern Rocket growing in the disturbed ground near the pseudo Level
Crossing Gates at the north end of the cycleway. I had been somewhat uncertain of the id
since the plant concerned is bushy and straggling rather than erect, but this evening I saw
several stems had put out fruit, the pods being over 10 cm long and giving the proof to add to
the halberd sharped upper leaves that the plant is Eastern Rocket. +++
Yesterday when Richard Carpenter was in the Brownwich area west of Titchifeld Haven he found
the first Guelder Rose in flower.

MON 12 MAY
A walk around Havant today showed me that the Corn Chamomile plants in the ‘Lymbourne
Spring triangle’ have just started to flower, and several of the Cornflowers which started to
flower last week are still out, but it looks as if it will be some time before the Corn Marigolds are
ready to flower. Next to open should be Corn Cockles (these are the plants which puzzled me
with their ‘Caper Spurge’ geometrical arrangements of leaves when they first appeared). +++
The other new plant seen today was Black Medick. The small almost hairless plants of Lesser
Trefoil covered the mown lawn outside a block of flats in Grove Road, enabling me to contrast
the flowers and leaves with those of the Medick which is relatively much hairier and has the
distinctive little points in the ‘nick’ out of the point of the leaf (what the botanists would I think
call an apical apiculus in the sinus but that sounds a bit painful!)
A much more colourful plant now flowering on Portsdown is the lovely Sainfoin, looking somewhat
like a small pink Lupin. This is reported on John Goodspeed’s Nature Notes poster today as ..
‘opening nicely near the eastern view point carpark’ by which I assume he means the carpark
just east of the A3. +++
Richard Carpenter has logged several first flowers for his own list in the past weekend but one
which no one else has reported is the white umbel of Pignut flowers, found in the area around
Durley Mill. +++
INSECTS

SUN 18 MAY
My apologies to Jonathan Forsyth and the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website for
misquoting them in Friday’s notes when I first of all said that the first Pearl-bordered Fritillary
had not been seen in Pamber Forest until May 2 (and I did not even mention Jonathan’s
sighting of 2 there on May 5 as the news did not seem particularly startling) and then went on to
give my own thought that it was about time someone saw a Small Pearl-bordered.... +++
In fact the Pamber sightings on May 2 and 5 were both of Small Pearl-bordered (clearly stated to
be so in the BC website) and I can only blame Cup Final despondency for misreading the entry.
Many thanks to Peter Eeles for pointing out my mistake.
FRI 16 MAY
Similarly a report of the first Pearl-bordered Fritillary for Pamber Forest out on May 2 was
overshadowed by Andy Barker’s find of these lovely butterflies in the New Forest on Apr 26, but
I was intrigued to learn from Adrian Hoskins that Green Hairstreak is not an uncommon species
in New Forest Inclosures as well as out on the heathland. (I will be more than intrigued if Adrian
manages to find Pearl-borderd Fritillaries back on his home patch in Stansted Forest, where I
fear they are now extinct...) +++
What we now need to liven up the scene is a first report of Large Skipper or, better still, a Small
Pearl-Bordered Fritillary - any offers? One promise of more butterflies for this summer comes
in the news that Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars seen at Bentley Station Meadow on May 9
were already more or less full grown...
MON 12 MAY
I have today heard (via John Goodspeed) that Wall Browns were out on Portsdown as early as
April 23 this year. They were seen by Theo Roberts who has for many years undertaken a
butterfly transect in the Fort Purbrook area at the east end of the hill, and I presume that is
where he saw 4 Wall Browns on Apr 23. +++
John Goodspeed himself seems to have encountered yet another Drinker Moth caterpillar, this
time on Portsdown, and he has put a picture of it on his website and on his weekly Nature
Notes posters which continue to promote the Wildlife Trust around the Portsmouth and Havant
areas. The caterpillar was found in a gorse bush, not its natural couch grass habitat, but this
ties in with the sudden surge of sightings of this species. Most caterpillars, when in their proper
habitat, are pretty difficult to see, but when the time comes for them to go walkabout in order to
find a suitable spot to pupate they can become very obvious (especially when crossing roads!).
This one in gorse reminds me of my only photo of a Small Elephant-hawkmoth caterpillar (the
one with the Triceratops-like triangle plate on its rear end in place of the conventional horn)
which I found trying to find its way out of a Juniper Bush into which it had climbed by mistake.

More good news comes from the western end of Portsdown where the South East Area group of
Hampshire’s Butterfly Conservation branch have planted some supposedly fungus resistant
hybrid elms which I understood were intended to encourage the survival of the White-letter
Hairstreak. +++
Hopefully Hairstreaks will make use of them but the first positive result of the planting comes to
me today from Andrew Brookes - the leader and driving force of the south east area group - in
the form of two Comma caterpillars now feeding on the trees. I was aware that Commas feed
on both Nettle and Hop but had not heard of Elm, so having learnt this new fact I have just been
through my Collins Field Guide to Caterpillars to see how many butterflies and moths are
supposed to feed on elm, and I have come up with a list of 20 species (excluding the rare
immigant Black V moth). +++
The only butterflies in the list besides the Comma and White-letter Hairstreak are Large
Tortoiseshell and Camberwell Beauty (we can but hope for these!), but there are plenty of
common and beautiful moths including Lime Hawk, Mottled Beauty, Oak Beauty, Brindled and
Pale Brindled Beauty, Peppered Moth and the Light Emerald. Canary-shouldered Thorn,
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing, Pale Tussock, The Satellite and Buff-tip are also on
the list before we get down to less eye-catching species such as Dun-bar, Twin-spotted and
Common Quaker. Perhaps the group should put up some form of plaque below these trees
and build up on it a roll of honour of the species found benefitting from the trees?
Also in todays news are reports of a couple of good finds made last Saturday (May 10) when, by
day, Richard Carpenter had his second Beautiful Demoiselle of the year by the River Hamble at
Durley Mill
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 16 MAY
This evening, for the second time this year, a bat (only a Pipistrelle) was racing around my garden
in search of moths, giving me a tiny item to go into these notes. Another small item comes from
a question raised by Giles Darvill who was hoping that he had seen one of the rare Smooth
Snakes in his south west Hampshire home area but I’m afraid that my answer to his question ..
‘Do Smooth Snakes have a yellow collar behind the head at this time of year?’ .. is No - Grass
Snakes have one all the year round, Smooth Snakes never. That is the opinion of someone
who has seen one Smooth Snake in his life, the snake sitting in the bottom of a large butterfly
net in which it had been cleverly captured!
MON 12 MAY
The village of Stubbington (south of Fareham, on the way to Titchfield Haven) is not the sort of
place where I expect to see fairies but Richard Carpenter tells me that if any do turn up there
they can sit comfortably for a picnic meal or a chat on some fresh Dryad’s Saddle toadstools
arranged around tree-stumps somewhere in the village. (Don’t accuse Richard of such fancies
- he merely told me of the presence of these large fan shaped fungi which generally grow
horizontally from the side of a tree stump, and are shaped to accommodate a small pair of
buttocks as on an old fashioned ladies cycle saddle). I have in the past found one of these
fungi measuring 50cm across, and I recall another one serving the purpose of a bird bath in the
grounds of the QA Hospital at Cosham - it was growing from wood lying horizontally
underground, so its stem came up vertically and the cap formed a large and durable bowl which
collected rainwater. +++
Also found by Richard in the Brownwich area in daylight was a Wood Mouse - a very common but
rarely seen species
BIRDS

WEEK 19 MAY 5 - 11

SUN 11 MAY
Kevin Stouse led a walk from Fishbourne village down the Fishbourne Channel this morning,
starting with more evidence of the recent expansion of Cetti’s Warbler when one sang at the
Mill Pond (I have not heard of one there before). A male Bullfinch also made its presence
known at this pond before the party reached the tidal water where they found 8 summering

Brent and 40 Shelduck (I wonder how many of these were breeding birds?). There was a
surprisingly good show of waders for the time of year - some 60 Dunlin, 10 Grey Plover and 3
Turnstone. Other birds noted by Kevin were a Lesser Blackback Gull, 3 Whimbrel and 4
Egrets. In total the list of birds came to 58 species +++
Graham Roberts has put out on the SOS website news that all four eggs of the Peregrines on
Chichester Cathedral hatched by May 2, and I gather that the four youngsters are still thriving in
the nest. +++
Mid-day rain eased by mid-afternoon when I got on my bike for a trip round Bedhampton,
Broadmarsh, Brockhampton and the South Moor shore here in Havant. The only bird interest
came when I reached the Brockhampton stream (along the west side of Budds Farm) and
found a Swan sitting on a nest in the old Corn Wharf where they nested once before (years
ago, and then the nest was destroyed by vandals). Heather Mills had told me yesterday of the
presence of this nest which was not there when I last went past on Mar 23 so I have no idea
when it was built but it should have a good chance of survival if it has survived to this date. A
pair of Herring Gulls were indulging in a courtship display on the Brockhampton Gravel Quay
(with the male Swan of the sitting bird on the water below them) and both Common and Lesser
Whitetrhroats were singing beside the stream. Coming to the harbour shore I had my first view
of a Garden Warbler that was singing from the thicket of trees at the west end of the Budds
Farm shore fence, and over the shore half a dozen Swifts and one Swallow were coming and
going from the pools, on which I found perhaps nine pairs of Tufted Duck, one pair each of
Canada Goose, Shelduck and Swan (the latter sitting on a nest), with a small assortment of
Coot, Moorhean, Little Grebe and Mallard. Going east along the South Moor shore I found a
line of 15 Great Crested Grebe, and at the mouth of the Langbrook stream were two Brent, a
pair of Shelduck (which flew to the Oysterbeds), and five Swans. The only waders on the shore
were around 20 Oystercatchers, though three Whimbrel flew by calling loudly and there were
three Egrets fishing at different places. One Skylark sang loudly over the South Moor with one
Meadow Pipit there and two more on the old IBM playing fields area.
SAT 10 MAY
In Hampshire the Havant Wildlife Group saw 20 Sanderling in the Gunner Point area of Hayling in
the morning , and in the evening Mike Collins saw that one pair of Little Grebe on the Budds
Farm Pools had young. More exciting was a first summer Little Gull flying along the Langstone
South Moor shore where there were 2 summering Brent at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream
as well as a couple of Med Gulls.
FRI 09 MAY
Top bird in today’s news is a female Montagu’s Harrier seen at Rye Harbour, and I would like to
give her a great welcome before she and her kind reach their chosen breeding areas and the
blanket of secrecy closes in on them. A bigger bird that we can talk about is a White Stork seen
by Bill Marjeram flying north over Christchurch Harbour today and rumoured to have been in
the southern Avon valley for some time. +++
Going back to Sussex news Peter Hughes has contributed a full round up of birds seen at
Pulborough Brooks in the past week showing that the visitor going there this coming weekend
can expect up to seven Nightingales to be present (this reminds me that one of many
observations that I failed to include in last Wednesday’s notes came from Tony Wilson who
visited the reserve early in the morning on May 7 and .. ‘managed to see 7 Nightingales
including three chasing each other while two others sang and one hopped about on the path 15
feet in front of me collecting nest material’). Other birds mentioned by Peter are 3 Cuckoos, 5
Lesser Whitethroats and a couple of singing Garden Warblers, and all these could well be seen
by most birders without visiting the reserve, but there are not many places where you can also
expect to see four Crossbills feeding in the pines and drinking at the pond, nor have the chance
of seeing a pair of Wigeon at this time of year plus Whimbrel, Dunlin, Grey Plover, and both
Ringed and Little Ringed Plover (and maybe a pair of Egypptian Geese if that prospect excites
you!). This weekend is also likely to see several more pairs of Lapwing hatching their young
within fairly close view of the visiting public.
I managed to get out on my bike today to visit the Hayling Oysterbeds where I did not stay long

enough to even attempt an accurate count of the nesting pairs of Little Tern but my guess
would be that there are at least 30 pairs already present, with the added bonus that some of
them seem to be using the raised shingle at the north end of the island (this was added by the
Frineds of Langstone Harbour, I think before last year’s breeding season, in an attempt to
encourage the birds to nest on higher ground and thus have fewer nests washed out by high
tides, but I don’t think they took up the offer last year). A couple of pairs of Common Tern were
showing an interest in the island, as were some Black-headed Gulls (and one pair of Shelduck
were settled on the shingle, possibly with an eye on some rabbit burrow or other hole in the
neighbourhood as their nest site). I could hear the calls of Ringed Plover but could not see any
Oystercatcher, and one pair of Sandwich Tern flew over but I doubt they will nest here. +++
At the north end of Hayling Bridge, looking west, I could see at least three summering Brent at the
mouth of the Langbrook Stream, and in ‘Texaco Bay’ between the south end of the bridge and
the north end of the old rail track, another pair of Shelduck looked ‘at home for the summer’.
Further down the rail track/coastal path I heard five different Lesser Whitethroats as well as the
expected Yellowhammers (only three males seen by me). A Cuckoo was very noisy near the
‘Aston Villa’ fields but there was no sign of Turtle Dove back in the trees south of Stoke Bay.
THU 08 MAY
Birds of Hampshire gives the extreme dates for sightings of Little Auk as Oct 23 to Feb 9 (with
one record of a long dead corpse washed up in April), and I suspect that the summer plumaged
Little Auk seen on the sea off Seaford today was almost certainly a first May sighting for the
Sussex records. The bird was seen close inshore for 25 minutes from 9am but then drifted east
- as it was not seen to fly my guess would be that it is an otherwise healthy bird that has
suffered damage to a wing and so could not complete its normal passage (but if so how is it
catching it’s food? surely they need even stronger wings to fly underwater?). +++
I believe that Little Auks breed on arctic islands and normally move back northwards as early as
March, so perhaps this one had already returned north, got dressed for the breeding season,
but then met with some disaster that drove it back south again?
I have been expressing concern over the apparently declining fortunes of the Spotted Flycatcher
for many years and I still think that their numbers are at a much lower ebb than is officially
recognised so I have had a look at the status of this Flycatcher in the latest 2001 Hampshire
Bird Report. +++
Remembering the recent semantic quibble over the ‘rarity’ of Willow Tits when those who dared to
say they were now ‘rare’ - using the word in its everyday sense - got a slap on the wrist from the
HOS authorities who pointed out that the definition of ‘rare’ used in the bird report is that the
species has less than one breeding pair per year - so I first looked at the species account for
Spotted Flycatcher which gives the status of the species as a ‘common summer visitor and
passage migrant’ and then at the definition of ‘common’ in the preface to the species accounts
where it defines a Common species as having from 1001 to 5000 breeding pairs in the county.
+++
Back to the species account where it says that, in 2001, there was some evidence of breeding by
34 pairs at 29 sites, with records during the breeding season from 34 addtional sites. I find it
hard to base an estimate of 1001 breeding pairs in the county on that evidence, but perhaps
that is just because I happen to live in one of the few parts of the county where the birds have
ceased to breed? +++
Having said that, hope springs eternal that makind will turn out to the loving and gentle species
whose low and diminishing numbers mean that human activity is no threat to any other species,
so perhaps a current surge of reports of Spotted Flycatchers means that they really are a
common species. +++
Including reports from both Sussex and Hampshire I have just totalled that ‘surge of reports’ for
this year and see that it comes to a grand total of 17 birds, 9 of them being seen in Hampshire.
The first was at Church Norton (Pagham Harbour) on Apr 29, and top scorers in the ‘Flycatcher
stakes’ (equivalent to the ‘Pom King’ title) are Judith Chawner who had three together at
Church Norton on May 2, and Andy Broadhurst who had two in the Denny Wood area of the
New Forest on May 4. No one else has reported more than singles at any one site but Paul
Winter is proud to be in the lead with total Hampshire sightings of three birds (Nursling on May

3, Lordswood on May 4, and the Test Way south of Romsey on May 6). Bob Chapman reports
two sighting on his Langstone Harbour reserves - one at Farlington Marshes (which I assume
to be the same bird that was seen by Martin Gillingham on May 2) and one at Langstone South
Moor. One person who saw a Spotted Flycatcher today was Colin Bates, seeing it somewhere
beside the Itchen between Winchester and Bishopstoke where he also observed another
‘scarce species’ according to the number of breeding pairs in the county - the species in
question was Canada Goose and Colin was lucky enough to spot a pair that had already
hatched young goslings. +++
It seems I am one of the few Hampshire birders who has not seen a Spotted Flycatcher this spring
- though I did have one last spring (is that evidence of a decline from last year to this?)
WED 07 MAY
Today’s best bird was undoubtedly a drake Blue-winged Teal which was on the sea, close inshore
off the Goring gap (west end of Worthing seafront), for just over two hours this morning with a
pair of Shoveler. Until loooking up Blue-winged Teal I was not aware that it is known to
associate with Shovelers (must be some better reason for that other than the males of both
species have similar blue flashes on their wings, though I suppose that the sight of that unusual
colour might persuade them that they are in the company of their own kind). And what were
they doing on the open sea which is unusual habitat for both species? I would want to be
convinced that no local wildfowl collection has lost a bird recently before believing that this Teal
had just flown the Atlantic - Worthing is not far from Arundel and there must be many other
private collections in Sussex. +++
Among more expected birds that are now arriving with us for the summer are both Turtle Doves
and Nightjar, and on the morning of May 8, before writing these notes, I received a Hoslist
email from Pete Ryder reporting the presence of two Turtle Doves in the Broadhalfpenny Down
area just east of Hambledon (Pete reports them as having been seen on ‘Wed May 8’ but
looking at the timing of the sighting at 08:20 and the email at 08:45, both on May 8, I suspect
the birds were seen on Thu May 8 and that Pete made the slip in his eagerness to get the news
out fast). Not far southwest of Hambledon John Shillitoe had a Turtle Dove at Hunderd Acres
(near Wickham) today, May 7, and he was told by locals that the birds had been around for
some time - and we know they have been seen on Old Winchester Hill and on Thorney Island
at the Bank Holiday weekend.
Escaped falconer’s birds are an ongoing subject of discussion among birders and Red-tailed
Hawks have provoked a worrying interchange of news in the last couple of days. One of these
birds which has had a series of recent sightings in the Worthing area has been recaptured, but
only after several attempts and because of a worrying new development in this saga - the bird
in question was actually building a nest in a tree close to Worthing Fire Station. If one bird can
think of breeding in the wild you only need two to have the same thought and our birding scene
could be considerably changed (imagine not one Saker terrorising the RSPB reserve islands in
Langstone Harbour but two of them resident there and needing extra food for their young). +++
The latest updates to the SOS website contain further worries (that Red-tail Hawks have already
bred in the wild) expressed in a note from Darren Fry (of the RSPB staff at Pulborough Brooks).
Darren said .. ‘I noticed a large pale raptor flying overhead at Harting down yesterday (Sunday)
04.05.03. First impressions were of non buteo (as in specific) common Buzard, and this was
confirmed when it flew into view and then overhead for a short period. All pale undercarriage
with very few marks of any sort on the underwing, The only marks of note were a small carpel
patch and dark primary tips (the fingers). there were no noticeable barring or tail band. I have
put the bird down to a juvenile Red-tailed hawk, there were no jesses or hardware attached to
the bird but it would be of probable escaped origin. Breeding cannot be ruled out and could
everyone be aware that I would be interested to hear of any more sightings of this species. I did
not see the bird that was a Cissbury although I did visit the area. Was it a juvenile? I presume
an adult would have been more readily noticed. Again it would pay us all to look at any Honey
Buzzard sightings to check that they are H.B.'s and not red-tails.’
Another subject of general discussion has been prompted by Dave Unsworth saying that the part
of the River Itchen where he does a lot of birding had 4 Cetti’s Warblers last summer but
currently has 13 of them, and he asks if others have noticed an expansion in the numbers and

range of this bird. The answer seems to be a general ‘yes’ (as one small example we have had
at least one on Langstone Pond since last autumn where there was none before). Judith
Chawner gives an idea of the extent of the expansion where she says that she has heard from
reliable sources that they are now breeding in Anglesey (north Wales coast) - and she adds
that Little Egrets are also nesting there.
Other birds now hatching their young include Water Rails - Stuart Malcolm has seen young at
Titchfield Haven, and he also reports that 54 Eider were still to be seen on the sea off Hill Head
this morning. In Emsworth Brian Fellows has been having even closer views of the hatching
process - the Swan’s nest at Peter Pond now has at least five hatched cygnets (Brian actually
watched one egg progress from the first crack until the cygnet emerged and was welcomed by
parents and siblings). I eagerly wait to hear more as Brian now says that there were nine eggs
in the clutch (which must be a record?) +++
Still on the subject of waterfowl Robin Turner comments on the presence of a dozen Little Grebe
on Woolmer Pond (I wonder how many there will be when they have completed hatching their
young?) and raises the regularly asked question of how unusual it is to see Moorhen perched in
a tree (to which my answer would be no more so than to find Pheasants roosting up trees). +++
Going back to sightings in the Titchfield Haven area I see that Trevor Carpenter had a
Red-throated Diver offshore today and estimates the Black-tailed Godwit population in the
reserve to be around 50 - those that intend to breed in Iceland should have left long ago as
Pete Potts is normally there to watch their return in the last two weeks of April. The official
Titchfield Haven website reports a count of 67 Blackwits there on May 1. Trevor also had 8
Sanderling on the shore, and Stuart Malcolm tells us that there was an Avocet in the reserve
today along with 4 Hobbies, 6 summer plumaged Bar-tailed Godwit, a Spotted Flycatcher and
a Common Sandpiper.
TUE 06 MAY
In West Sussex a male Pied Flycatcher was at Lavington Common today and in Portsmouth three
Swifts had returned to circle the buildings of Portsmouth Grammar School (presumably
intending to nest) while on the school playing fields at Hilsea James Wheeldon was lucky
enough to see a Spotted Flycatcher passing through
Nightjar are now getting into the news with sightings on Apr 30 and May 4, both I think of silent
birds, as presumably was the bird seen this monring by Ian Whitcomb flying in off the sea at
Brighton. This evening John Shillitoe seems to have had the first churring bird - heard by him
in the West Walk woods near Wickham in the Meon Valley where there were at least two roding
Woodcock.
Ed Griffiths visited Beaulieu over the Bank Holiday weekend and raises two questions. The first is
how likely it is that a Flamingo, now stuffed and on show with a label saying it had been shot in
November 1883, was a genuine wild bird which should therefore appear in the Hampshire bird
list. The label says that it appeared at Beaulieu after a period of very strong southerly winds,
implying that it was thought to be wild, but I wonder if anyone else knows more about its history
- or has even checked whether it is an African species or a South American one (and thus
about as likely to have blown in on the wind as Paddington Bear from Peru). +++
His second question concerns a slightly unusual Chiff-chaff song. I think I can answer this one
best by recalling Richard Mould-Ryan’s experience in the Itchen Valley Country Park which I
reported on Apr 8 - Richard clearly heard both Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler song coming from
the same small bush and eventually had a clear view of the single bird which was singing both
songs! Maybe it was a hybrid - but whatever the reason I will never again be reluctant to
believe reports of unusual sounds coming from one of these birds ....
Finally for today Bob Chapman has given us a brief roundup of the birding highlights of the Bank
Holiday weekend at Farlington Marshes - his summary is that it was possibly the most
unexciting weekend for this time of year that he has ever experienced and the best he can
come up with is a couple of Spotted Flycatcher sightings (one on his new Langstone South
Moor reserve) and maybe three Whinchats
MON 05 MAY
I had two Swifts over my garden for the first time this evening but Tony Gutteridge tells me that
two were over Havant station last night so maybe that should be taken as the date for the return

of our local breeding birds (I hope we get more than two!) +++
An equally (maybe even more!) important arrival occurred today at Dungeness when Britain’s first
ever Audoin’s Gull was seen there. This is a Herring Gull sized gull with a very small world
population almost exclusively confined to the Mediterranean. Peter Grant’s book on Gulls
describes it as slightly smaller than a Herring Gull (not very helpful as Herring Gulls vary greatly
in size), slimmer and more elegant. It has a large, heavy looking bill which is said to droop
slightly when the bird is standing, and in the air Grant says it is a graceful flier compared to a
Herring Gull, the slimmer wings and shorter, square-cut tail giving it a ‘sail plane’ appearance.
Perhaps one reason for its small population is its ‘clean living’ life style - no scavenging, just
fish caught near the surface (it will plunge dive). When breeding it likes wave washed rocky
shores (not too many waves in the Mediterranean - maybe another factor limiting the
population) but at other times of year it goes for flat, sandy shores (isn’t Dungeness all
shingle?). Prior to this sighting I think the nearest this species had come to Britain was the
coast of Portugal.
Here in Hampshire there have been sightings of both Ravens and Red Kites in the Meon Valley,
and Richard Carpenter had a Nightingale at Brownwich on the Solent shore (he says this is not
an unusual place to find one so I presume this was a one-night stand bird on its way to breed
elsewhere). +++
Birds which are more likely to stay and nest were two Turtle Doves found on Thorney Island today
by Barry Collins, who also noted a lone Brent Goose, 10 male Lesser Whitethroats and 48
Whimbrel around the island. +++
From Emsworth Brian Fellows tells one that one of the two Swan nests which appeared in the
Town Millpond recently has been washed away but the nest at the southern end (built of litter)
is still intact and has a sitting bird. Out in the harbour today he noticed three Great Black-back
gulls, one an adult, which are not normally there at this time of year, and taking this in
conjunction with the ‘pair’ of adults I saw off the nearby Warblington shore yesterday it could be
that we will in future see more of these birds during the breeding season.
Going back to the Emsworth Swans Brian has access to information that I was lacking when I
commented on the likely hatching date of the Peter Pond nest (see my notes for May 1) and
he concludes that the cygnets should appear on or around May 12. One thing that I did not
know was the frequency of laying, and Brian says this is one egg every two days, and he is also
able to confirm that, despite the female sitting in the nest for most of the egg-laying period,
incubation proper does not start until the full clutch is laid so that all the eggs hatch at the same
time (Brian says that in fact the last laid egg usually hatches first, perhaps because it has not
suffered the setback of being allowed to cool after being laid and before continuous incubation
starts.)
Yesterday morning (May 4) Owen Haisell had the second Nightjar to be seen in Hampshire this
summer (following Mike Wearing’s sighting in the Woolmer/Broxhead Common area on Apr
30). Owen gave the location of Hill Top, and I am sure that some Hampshire birders will
instantly recognize that place name but first I thought this was an entry that would have to go
into my database under ‘location unknown - probably Hampshire’ until I remembered that
Owen has in the past indicated that he lives in Lymington, so I began searching the OS map of
that area for that place name, then my Hampshire Street Map book, with no luck so I widened
my search to the southern New Forest and eventually found the probable location marked on
the OS map at the cross roads where the road coming uphill east out of Beaulieu reaches the
heathland plateau between Beaulieu and Hythe. A grid ref is the simplest way of indicating a
location but even a vague hint (such as ‘east of Beaulieu’) would have saved me a lot of time
and avoided possible confusion (north east Hampshire birders might have thought the bird was
a Hillside near Odiham, and no doubt there are other ‘Hill Tops’ in Hampshire. +++
Perhaps the best known possibility of confusion in Hampshire place names comes with Hook, but
even when it is obvious from the birding content that the location is on the Solent shore people
are usually careful to specify Hook-with-Warsash when they report from the coast as Richard
Carpenter has done for his outing yesterday when he saw a Whinchat there along with more
regular birds (Whimbrel, Little Egret and Wheatear). Richard does not mention the Spoobill
which Dave Tolcher tells me was back there yesterday and seen again today (May 5) by Trevor

Carpenter. Further west, at Hook Spit, Steve Keen may have seen more than three Roseate
Terns (I think he saw three, as did Marc Moody from another viewpoint, and Steve is not certain
that they were the same but three is enough to be going on with as numbers seen continue to
increase - this is the first group of three reported anywhere this spring). Also seen by Steve
was a Black Tern and 11 Sanderlings (which were still there for David Thelwell to see today along with one Pom Skua and little else)
Peter Raby has been at Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley on three successive mornings of
this long weekend and has been well rewarded with birds including Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker, Redstart, Nightingale, three Hobbies, a Barn Owl and a Turtle dove (he doesn’t
specifically say on which of the days he first heard Turtle Dove but I assume it was May 3 when
Simon Woolley also heard one at Noar Hill - yet another Turtle Dove had managed to evade the
continental gunmen and arrived in teh Cuckmere valley at Arlington Reservoir on May 4)). With
Red-leg Partridges around the hill Peter also had a pair of Greys. +++
On May 3 Barry Collins on Thorney Island had his first two Whinchats (smart males) and also
counted 24 Greenshank - a good number for spring passage but in the year 2000 Barry
counted 42 on Thorney on May 4 to set a Sussex record. A count of 22 at Keyhaven on May 7
of that year may also have been a Hampshire spring record though I have not consulted Trevor
Carpenter’s oracle on this! What did surprise me in looking at recend Hampshire Bird Reports
was that in the winter of 2000-2001 there may have been as many as 30 Greenshank wintering
on the Hampshire coast. Barry’s count last Saturday may have marked the peak of this year’s
spring passage, but the birds will still be passing until near the end of May. +++
Also seen on May 3 on the Isle of Wight was the first Wheatear specifically stated to be of the
Greenland race, but it soon took second place to the Red-rumped Swallow which appeared at
Brading that evening and gave excellent close viewing on Sunday for three hours at the
Brading sewage works before moving out onto the marshes. Also in that area on both May 3
and 4 were two Short-eared Owls and on Sunday a Spotted Flycatcher was there with a female
Redstart.
PLANTS
SUN 11 MAY
Cycling from Havant to Bedhampton I checked the Hermitage Stream alongside the waterworks
outfall to see if the Buttonweed was to be seen (which it was not) and there I found my first
Brooklime flowers with Hybrid Water Speedwell and Ragged Robin both flowering. Going on to
Broadmarsh Horseradish and Scentless Mayweed were flowering on disturbed ground, along
with Wild Mignonette and Common Fumitory (both of which I have seen before). On the
Langstone South Moor shore Sea Plantain was flowering and near the junction of Southmoor
Lane and Penner Road (serving the Autoliv factory) Weld and a good show of Slender Thistle
were already out with Red Campion. At the north end of Southmoor Lane I turned towards the
old IBM site and found Creeping Cinquefoil and Hairy Tare in flower before seeing my first
Common Mallow flowers
SAT 10 MAY
The Havant Wildlife Group today enjoyed 65 species of flowering plants around Hayling Golf
Course on Sinah Common and I am particularly glad to see the they found Little Robin in flower
on the shingle though they do not mention the Spring Vetch which should be out by now. They
also had some doubts about the identification of Smith’s Pepperwort, but if the flowering stems
were growing outwards from a common centre before curving upwards (forming a ‘bowl
shape’) I think there can be little doubt that it was the Smith’s species as I believe the Field
Pepperwort is normally a single stemmed upright plant. I am surprised that they did not
mention the Yellow Rattle, Wild Lupins or Round-leaved Cranesbill in the list I received though
perhaps these, being common and obvious, were not thought any more worthy of mention than
the Sea Kale and Thrift that are now flowering in strength.
Also out botanising in the East Meon area today were Christoph Harwood and his boys - they
added both Greater Celandine (in the East Meon churchyard) and Eyebright (on the downland
above the village) to the overall list of first flowerings for this year that I am aware of.

FRI 09 MAY
Bush Vetch is often seen flowering in April but this year it has apparently only now started to
flower - the first finder being Richard Carpenter walking the old rail track in the Meon Valley
today. +++
Richard found another first for the year last Wednesday (May 7) when he saw the bright yellow of
Tormentil in the Botley Woods.
I took a cycle ride down the Hayling coastal path today and added a few more species to the
flowering list, mainly on Sinah Common, but before getting there I stopped off at the Hayling
Oysterbeds where hundreds of green shoots indicate where we should see a good flowering of
Common Centaury on the slopes of the earth mound overlooking the Tern nest island if the
mowers are not sent in (as they were last year) just when these plants were starting to flower.
Mowing of this mound seems to have had an even greater effect on the more unusual and
spectacular Milk Thistles which grow here - today I could only see six plants at the stage when
they are just basal leaves but if these are left to grow and seed they should recover their
numbers. Even in their present state the ‘zebra striped’ leaves are highly decorative. In the
Oysterbeds carpark leaves of Goat’s Rue are well up, making me wonder if they will survive the
proposed closure of the carparking on the old railtrack and the associated need to expand the
size of the ‘overflow carpark’ (behind the Esso Garage, where the Goats Rue grows) to
accommodate all vehicles. +++
On Sinah Common Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant is now in flower and near the skatepark one flower
of Salsify was open, while south of the minature golf course there was a mass of Smith’s
Pepperwort in flower. Sheep’s Sorrel, Prickly Sowthistle, Cats Ear, Mouse-ear Hawkweed
(Pilosella) and Stickly Groundsel were also added to my flowering list.
WED 07 MAY
I enjoyed a walk around a few of the fields of Old Idsworth Farm (north of Rowlands Castle) in this
morning’s sunshine and added six species to my flowering list for the year, perhaps the best of
them being Common Gromwell growing on permanent downland that has been well grazed by
horses and now sheep, resulting in a magnificent show of of Cowslips at the moment nd
promising good things to come. Much more colourful were the bright yellow flowers of
Silverweed, and one plant of Long-stalked Cranesbill (with its ‘cut leaves’ to distinguish it from
much Herb Robert!). Just one plant of White Bryony had its first creamy flowers open, as did
many plants of Dewberry type brambles and occasional clumps of Black Grass around the
arable field eddges. In woodland I saw two clusters of Early Purple Orchids where coppicing
has taken place and (as a result of not clearing one area) a great show of Goldilocks
Buttercups which have survived despite being regularly cut to maintain a woodland ride path in
previous years. +++
Not yet in flower at Idsworth, but flowering massively along the hilltop roadside on Portsdown on
May 8, was Wild Mignonette
TUE 06 MAY
Tony Wilson was at Beachy Head today and found 6 Early Spider Orchids flowering in Belle Tout
Wood when he was butterfly hunting there. Anyone been to Durlston yet?
MON 05 MAY
Brook Meadow in Emsworth had Ragged Robin in flower today when Brian Fellows was there
though I could find not even the stems of the plants that I was expecting to see on Warblington
Farm yesterday, and Brian also found Common Spike Rush, Hairy and False Fox Sedges. One
thing that we both noted was early setting of tree seed - Brian found Ash keys already visible
today, and yesterday I noticed the slightly similar seeds on Field Maple +++
In the Hook valley near Warsash yesterday Richard Carpenter found flowers on Sanicle (one of
the few plants whose flowering stem does not stop growing when the flowers open!). Also on
Sunday Barry Collins counted a total of 568 spikes of Green-winged orchids at two sites on
Thorney Island - I wonder what the show is like in Lighters Field across the water from Itchenor
this spring? +++
On Saturday (May 3) Richard Carpenter found the first Yellow Pimpernel in flower in the Botley
Woods.
On his Nature Notes poster for the past week John Goodspeed tentatively notes the flowering of

Field Pepperwort on Portsdown Hill but as he is not fully confident in his identification I suppose
this could have been another Portsdown speciality which also presses its leaves upward
against the stem - Arabis hirsuta (Hairy Rock-cress). I myself must admit to a recent
mis-identification of a plant in its early stages - in the disturbed ground at the pseudo-Level
Crossing Gates (north end of the Hayling Billy trail in Havant) I reported on Apr 26 a find of
Eastern Rocket - now the plant is more developed and is spreading bush like I see it is the
Annual Wall-rocket which has appeared for several years on what was waste ground on the
other side of the rail track (that site has now been built on and I am glad the Wall-rockect has
escaped with its life)
INSECTS

SUN 11 MAY
I seem to have landed myself in the unenviable position of a football referee being pestered by the
players and fans of both sides to make a decision about an incident which I did not see, so I
would like to point out that my decision is not really relevant in the case of the Adonis Blues on
Mill Hill at Shoreham. I now have people sending me messages supporting both sides of the
case, and Andy Horton himself has sent me extracts from his own website adding more
information (and most importantly showing me that if I visit his website it contains pictures of
the butterflies) +++
Andy’s own notes show that one Adonis Blue was seen by him on Mill Hill on May 1 and that by
May 9 over 50 could be seen, but on neither of these visits did he see any Common Blues,
while on May 5 Alan Barrett visited the same site and found 15 Common but no Adonis Blues.
Although he has not visited this Sussex site Piers Vigus points out that when he visited the
Purbeck area, and Hambledon Hill near Blandford, in Dorset yesterday he found many Adonis
Blues of both sexes on the wing with the males (which would have emerged first) looking worn
as if they had been out for some days. Also yesterday he went on to Martin Down in Hampshire
and found at least two males out there (he only got there late in the day so he may have missed
others). +++
Another comment from Piers is that, while he thinks the hot sunshine of April will have speeded up
the development of the Adonis, it does not seem to have helped the Small Blues which he
would have expected to be out by now ...
On a less controversial note Dave Tolcher was surprised to find 30 or more Drinker Moth
caterpillars in the Titchfield Haven area today. Later he found several tents of what I assume to
be Brown-tail moths along the coastal path in the Chilling area on his way back to Warsash.
SAT 10 MAY
Last Tuesday both Tortoiseshell and Peacock caterpillars were found by James Wheeldon on
nettles at the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields, and today Heather Mills found more
black caterpillars on nettles by the Brockhampton stream in Havant but was uncertain which
they were. Caterpillars can be very variable but in general the Peacock caterpillars are all
black with reddish brown prolegs while Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars are only black on the
upper side, the lower half of the body is a purplish brown
FRI 09 MAY
A couple of recent butterfly transect walks at Bentley Station Meadow, one of Hampshire’s
Butterfly Conservation reserves just south of Farnham, have produced very uninspiring lists
with only three species recorded on each walk, but over in Sussex Tony Wilson had much
better luck today in the Benfield Valley just inland from Hove. Tony had 10 Small
Tortoiseshells, 6 Common Blues and 3 Small Heaths along with Peacocks, Red Admirals, and
Orange Tips plus 13 Broad-bodied Chaser dragonflies and one Blue-tailed Damselfly.
Here in Havant things were not too bad - I had a fresh Speckled Wood, a Green-veined White
egglaying in my lawn and a first ever, but very tatty, Small Copper on the lawn. On Hayling
Island earlier in the day I had a Small Heath on Sinah Common and both Peacocks and
Green-veined Whites elsewhere.
THU 08 MAY
A single Common Blue Damselfly was seen today at Pulborough Brooks by the warden (Pete
Hughes) to complement the Azure Damsels that have already been seen elsewhere, and Pete

had another Hairy Dragonfly. +++
Yesterday Richard Carpenter had an even more exciting first with a Beautiful Demoiselle in the
Whiteley Pastures area adjoining Botley Woods (north of Fareham) where he also recorded 10
Brimstones, 5 Grizzled Skippers, 2 Orange Tips, 2 Peacocks and a Broad-bodied Chaser.
+++
Also close to Fareham the evening brought the first Lime Hawkmoth of the year to Maurice Opie’s
light
In Sussex, at Ebernoe Common (not far north of Petworth), Lawrence Holloway saw some less
common Longhorn moths called Adela viridella, and back at home in the Aldwick area of
Bognor he took a superb photo (see it on his website) of a hoverfly called Ciorhina flocossa
which has a thorax looking as if it were polished Rosewood, and an abdomen with bands of
yellow brown and yellow made distinctive by a mass of white hairs around its ‘waist’ which
almost obscure the first yellow band. +++
On May 5, again in his garden, Lawrence photographed another uncommon hoverfly called
Myathropa florea and on May 4 he had another there which he thinks was Helophilus pendulus
- all these are pictured on his website to which there is a link in my What’s New page Links
section. +++
Finally Lawrence has another great photo of an unusual Shield Bug called Eysarcoris fabricii
which was taken at Hunston Church south of Chichester.
To end today a couple of commoner moths which came to Maurice Opie’s trap at Funtley
(Fareham) on the night of May 3 and have been added as firsts in my year list - one was
Oak-tree Pug, the other Currant Pug
WED 07 MAY
Looking through the Hampshire Butterfly Reports for the past seven years I see that Adonis Blues
have been out as early as May 8 in two years (though as late as June 2 in one year!). Even
when, as in 2002, the earliest date was May 8 the majority of sightings (as indicated by those
that were reported on the internet) did not start until May 31, so I am slightly cautious in passing
on Andy Horton’s news that he has seen some on the Mill Hill site at Shoreham in today’s
glorious sunshine - we know from Alan Barrett that at least 15 Common Blues were out there
last Monday, and fresh male Common Blues can be startlingly bright (though nothing like the
‘real thing’ if you saw them side by side). +++
A far more dubious sighting was made by myself today, and I would welcome any hints on proper
identification of Silver-ground Carpet moths. All I know is that a couple of people have reported
seeing these moths recently, apparently day flying in open country (I see the food plant is
bedstraw), and so I hazarded a guess that a couple of moths which I saw today on
farmland/downland at Old Idsworth Farm (north of Rowlands Castle) might be of this species they were approx 25mm across the wings, of a silvery-white and grey pattern, and flew pretty
swiftly and directly low over the grass (preventing a close look though when they rested they
were clearly of the Carpet Moth type). I did see one Silver Y moth in the same area and listed
ten common butterfly species including egglaying Peacocks. +++
I did not see a Painted Lady but keep getting reports of them (including one from Mike Harris,
living in Drayton at the foot of Portsdown Hill) so I was interested to see that Steve Nash’s
website lists 27 reports of them in a recent period of just four days (far more than the previous
rate of sightings). Steve also reports some good exotics including a Swallowtail seen at Dover
and a Southern Festoon seen at Botany Bay near Chiddingfold in Surrey (released by some
over-enthusiastic lepidopterist who thinks global warming will soon turn Britain into a tropical
paradise??). Perhaps the most interesting sighting was of a Pale-shouldered Cloud moth seen
in Suffolk - if accepted that will be a second record for Britain.
Tony Wilson had the first Four-spotted Chaser dragonfly which I have heard of when he was at
Burton Mill Pond to the west of Pulborough today - with it was one Variable Damselfly but he
had already seen the first of this species when he stopped at Pevensey Levels yesterday and
saw two of them there. Tony went on from Pevensey to see 4 Painted Ladies at Rye and a
couple of Green Hairstreaks, among others, at Beachy Head.
TUE 06 MAY
Maurice Opie had his moth light on at Funtley (Fareham) this evening and added five species to

my year-list of firsts. These were Heart and Dart, Knot Grass, White Ermine, Garden Pebble,
and what was either a Dark Dagger or a Grey Dagger
Today’s butterflies include more Painted Ladies seen by Mark Litjens at Farley Mount near
Winchester and by James Wheeldon at Portsmouth (Hilsea Lines). Also claimed by James, at
the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields) were two Marbled Whites, but I need to be
convinced that these were out a good month early this year - there has not been a sighting
earlier than June 1 in Hampshire in any of the years 1996-2002 according to the annual
Butterfly Reports. Good news from James at the playing fields is that he has already found
Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock caterpillars on nettles there.
On Bank Holiday Monday Andrew Brookes went to the Isle of Wight where he found numerous
Brown Argus (first report for the year) at Calbourne Bottom. Other good species seen on the
Island were Duke of Burgundy, Wall Brown, Small Copper, Common Blue and several Painted
Ladies. +++
On Sunday (May 4) Adrian Hoskins recorded the first Cinnabar Moth of the year at Levin Down,
not far north from Goodwood racecourse in the Chichester area - he also saw a Green Carpet
there. Previously that day he had been at Botany Bay near Chiddingfold in Surrey, seeing 8
Wood Whites .. ‘including a pair observed indulging in their courtship ritual, where the male
and female sit facing each other, and the male flicks his proboscis rapidly from side to side,
"tickling" the female's wings on each side several times. The female responds by flicking open
her wings momentarily. The whole process goes on for several minutes and is fascinating to
watch.’ +++
The night of May 4 left Paul Boswell (at Greywell) with a moth he could not immediately identify
but he has now determined it was Depressaria pastinacella and I have duely recorded that
‘first’ to his credit.
Finally for today the first update of the Titchfield Haven website since Mar 23 naturally had a lot of
new info but only described one moth trapping session on the night of Apr 17. The catch
included both Square Spot and Red-green Carpet as clear firsts for the year, and (by one day)
robbed Maurice Opie of two of his firsts - they had both Muslin Moth and Brimstone Moth on
Apr 17 where Maurice did not record them until Apr 21
MON 05 MAY
The dragonfly season proper has got off to a good start with a Broad-bodied Chaser in Richard
Carpenter’s Hill Head garden yesterday and sightings today of Hairy Dragonflies and Azure
Damselflies. I have been hearing of Large Red-damselflies since Apr 18, and yesterday
Blue-tailed Damsels were seen by Tony Gutteridge in Havant, and today by Mark Litjens found
another of these at Titchfield Haven, where he also saw at least 20 Azure Damsels and singles
of Broad-bodied Chaser and Hairy Dragonfly (he found another of these at Botley Woods). On
Thorney Island today Barry Collins had two Broad-bodied Chasers and two Large Red
Damsels.
The outburst of butterflies reported yesterday continued today, and before reading the reports of
the real butterfly hunters I had, while out in Havant, added Comma to the list of 20 species I
reported yesterday, while Grizzled Skipper was found at two sites today bringing the weekend
specise total to 22. +++
In yesterday’s list I credited Mark Litjens with the first Wall Brown, seen on May 4 at Keyhaven,
but today I heard of them being seen at two places on May 3 - Barry Collins had one on
Thorney Island and John Goodspeed had two on Portsdown (with a good photo on his website
to prove it). +++
Last Thursday (May 1) I suggested that we might be seeing the start of a Painted Lady invasion,
and current news bears this out - in the New Forest Piers Vigus counted 6 of them today in the
Pignal Inclosure near Brockenhurst, Barry Collins noted 3 on Thorney Island, Mark Litjens had
another 2 in Botley Woods, Mike Duffy had 2 on Stockbridge Down, Alan Thornbury added
another at Bentley Wood and Mike Collins had one on the South Moors here in Havant late in
the day. +++
Two photos of Pearl-bordered Fritillary, showing upper and under surfaces, appear on the
Butterfly Conservation Hampshire website and give a real feel of summer. The photos come
from two different sites where the butterflies are currently showing well - 17 were seen at Pignal

in the New Forest by Piers Vigus today, while 22 were reported from Bentley Wood near
Salisbury yesterday (9 being the maximum count reported there today) +++
To end this brief summary of butterfly news I must give Alan Barrett’s full list of sightings from the
Mill Hill site at Shoreham in Sussex where he restored my faith in the Common Blue by finding
15 of them. The rest of his list was Dingy Skipper 20, Small Heath 12, Peacock 3, Large White
3, Grizzled Skipper 2 and Wall Brown 1. Also in Sussex, Barry Collins had on his Thorney
Island list eleven butterfly species including 11 Holly Blues, 10 Small Copper, 3 Red Admirals
and 4 Wall Browns.
Turning to the moth reports both Paul Boswell and Rob Edmunds had their moth traps running
last night (May 4) but Rob’s claim to fame was to trap 22 Cockchafers whereas Paul had five
new moths for the year - Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet, Chinese Character, Iron Prominent,
Common Pug and Caloptilia syringella. +++
A very pretty moth found by day at Noar Hill yesterday (by Colin Hennem) was Green Carpet, and
today at Stockbridge Down Mike Duffy found Silver-ground Carpet, while at Ebernoe in West
Sussex Tony Gutteridge saw what must have been a Blood-vein. The ninth new moth for the
weekend was Speckled Yellow, found in Botley Woods by Ricahrd Carpenter on May 3 +++
While on the subject of moths some people might like to know that a chryalis which was found as
a caterpillar on Portsdown Hill last autumn by Elizabeth Aitchison had just produced a live
Silver Y moth, giving further proof that not all of these are migrants. +++
Still in the caterpillar stage were a Drinker Moth found today on Thorney Island by Barry Collins also on the island were less welcome Brown-tail Moth caterpillars (these are not always
unwelcome - last Saturday evening I found some on a bramble bush trying to invade the beach
near Gunner Point on Hayling - the caterpillars are more than welcome to do their scrub
clearance there!) +++
Finally for today I see that Richard Carpenter found Wood Ants active when he was in Botley
woods on May 3
OTHER WILDLIFE

MON 05 MAY
While in Botley Woods last Saturday (May 3) Richard Carpenter saw Grass Snake, Common
Lizard and Slow-worm, and also noted the following fungi .. Green Wood-cup (Chlorosplenium
aeruginascens), Blushing Bracket (Daedaleopsis confragosa), Witches Butter (Exidia
glandulosa), Yellow Brain Fungus (Tremella mesenterica)

BIRDS

WEEK 18 APR 28 - MAY 4

SUN 04 MAY
Andy Broadhurst was out in the Denny Wood area of the New Forest this morning, hearing the
first drumming Snipe that I have heard of and seeing two Spotted Flycatchers and three singing
Wood Warblers.
I had expected to hear from the Havant Wildlife Group that they were in this area yesterday but it
seems there was a change in their schedule as I have not heard from any of them and Brian
Fellows (scheduled to lead the group) spent the weekend at home in Emsworth.
At Hill Head/Titchfield Haven Trevor Carpenter today saw six species of Tern (Common, Arctic,
Sandwich, Little, Black and Roseate) but it seems he only saw one of two Roseates which
other saw closely enough to see that both were ringed, one of them having two rings which
makes Simon Woolley wonder if it is the same bird that was there two years ago (also
distinguished by wearing two rings). Bill Marjeram saw three Hobbies with Swifts at the Haven,
and Mark Rolfe saw 33 Sanderling on the beach with 34 Eider still on the sea. None of the
reports from the Haven mention the two Sponnbills that have been there recently but Dave
Tolcher found a Spoonbill at Hook with no clue as to whether it was a newcomer or one of those
that have been in the area last week.
Arriving on Warblington Castle Farm this morning for a Common Bird Census visit I happened to
look over a gate into a field that is not part of our farm plot but which has a row of mature tall

Monterey Pines whose canopies a few years ago had a thriving rookery (though the rooks have
now deserted our census area). The end tree of the row has a dead section with four or five old
Great Spotted Woodpecker nest holes facing my viewpoint but as I scanned the trunk to see if
any holes were fresh I saw the silhouette of a Green Woodpecker on the right hand side of the
trunk and as I watched that bird began to hop backwards down the trunk as if it were an
abseiler on a rope. When it had moved down a couple of feet the silhouette of a second Green
Woodpecker started to emerge head first from the trunk where the first bird had been, and I
presume this was their nest. +++
Another presumed nest was in one of the farm building into which a Swallow flew after gathering a
beakful of straw to line its nest, and six more Swallows circled over pony stables at the Old
Rectory (where one of the girls told Tony Gutteridge that one of the nesting Swallows had a
BTO ring on its leg). Elsewhere on the plot I heard and watched a Lesser Whitethroat which
seemed to have established territory since our last visit, and I was pleased to find that we now
have four singing Reed Warblers where there was only one last time - not so pleasing (but
gorgeously coloured) were five cock Pheasants that probably have at least that number of
females sitting. More intriguing was an aerial battle between two Stock Doves near an old
Macropcarpa tree in the church yard where one bird has clearly established territory in a more
high class residential area than the Warblington Castle tower, which is full of ‘common’ feral
pigeons, Jackdaws etc (and also the Kestrel pair which we never see but know to be there from
the owner of the tower who lives close to its foot) - perhaps the battle was caused by an attempt
by one of the ‘yobs from the high rise tower’ to muscle in on the high class churchyard
residences?. +++
At least three Skylarks could be heard singing (but we have lost our Meadow Pipits this year and
there was no sign of the Yellowhammers that we hoped had returned) and a Sparrowhawk was
seen (they usually nest in Nore Barn woodland just off our plot). Moorhen calls from three
places probably indicated that at least one nestful of chicks has hatched and spread out down
the eastern stream. +++
Off the plot, on Chichester Harbour at low tide, I noticed two adult Great Black-backed gulls
looking as if they were pair - they are new here in the breeding season but again I saw no
Shelduck (though Tony says he saw just one and a Grey Plover). Other than that we are down
to Black-headed Gulls, Oystercatchers and a few immature Herring Gulls plus the Crows and
twenty or more Starlings which were clearly finding food on the shore for their young inland.
SAT 03 MAY
The first Hampshire Turtle Dove that I have heard of was purring at Noar Hill today when Simon
Woolley was there, and down on the shore west of Milford on Sea Giles Darvill found Sand
Martins creating some 10 nest tunnels in the cliffs near the Taddiford Gap - I think this is a new
site, not the regular Becton Bunny one (though the birds that normally nest there may have
moved). If anyone in the Gosport area has a chance to check if Sand Martins still use the
drainage holes in the outer wall of Fort Brockhurst (i.e. the tunnels opening above the water of
the moat on the west side) I for one would be interested. +++
Among a number of recent reports of arriving migrant Common Sandpiper is one from Colin Allen
at Hythe on Southampton Water today, and Paul Winter also had one further up Southampton
Water at Redbridge (and another at Little Testwood Lake). Paul also had an estimated 200
Swifts over the Lower Test area and was lucky enough to see a Spotted Flycatcher in the
Nursling area. In the Meon Valley Will Walmsley had a White Wagtail in a stubble field in his
home area of Shedfield, sending me to check Birds of Hampshire for any comments on the
occurrence of these birds at inland sites. As I expected very few are reported away from the
coast but they have been found in the north of the county at Eversley, +++
In Sussex two more Common Sandpipers were at the Arlington Reservor (Cuckmere valley area)
with the two Red-rumped Swallows (which were not seen on May 4). Another Red-rumped
Swallow was reported today from Brading sewage farm on the Isle of Wight
A dusk trip to Sinah Common to have a look at the Green Winged Orchids near Gunner Point
gave me a couple of unexpected bird observations. The first was of continuous Stonechat
song coming from the southern fence of the golf course where two males seemed to have
adjacent territories and were ‘needling’ each other. The other came as I walked out onto the

shingle to look at the Sea Kale that is now flowering - without warning a Skylark fluttered off
less than a couple of paces from me and I found myself looking into a Skylark nest with three
eggs. Meadow Pipits and Whitethroats were also singing here as well as the inevitable
Linnets.
Yesterday Judith Chawner was at Pagham Harbour and reports the presence of 4 Avocet at the
Ferry Pool (with up to five summer plumage Spotted Redshank and perhaps three Common
Sandpiper plus a pair of Teal, a Greenshank and an unspecified number of Black-tailed Godwit
and Dunlin). Moving on to Church Norton she found 3 Spotted Flycatchers.
FRI 02 MAY
Very strong winds and heavy rain showers sometimes benefit the bird watcher’s tick list at the
expense of the bird, and today brought a couple of examples of this. At Stokes Bay, between 6
and 7am, Peter Raby noted that there was .. ‘Rain and a south east wind this morning for about
40 minutes. 98% of the birds I saw came through during this first period. After this the rain
stopped and the sun came out and the birds just dried up’ I don’t profess to know the true
reason for this (and no doubt there is no one simple answer) but I can guess that in general
most birds prefer light winds and sunshine to gales and rain, and that the birds seen during the
bad weather were partly the result of factors we have discussed before (either being
involuntarily blown nearer the shore by the wind direction, or choosing to come close so that
they can see the shore in order to maintain the right course) and partly the natural reaction that
we would share when caught in a storm - running for shelter or just running in a panic mode ‘get
me out of this’ re-action. No doubt the contrast of sunshine and less wind when the rain
stopped caused some birds to move away from the shore again and others to perhaps settle on
the sea to rest their wings. +++
The other example of this effect came from Martin Gillingham’s report on his visit to Farlington
Marshes at middday when the wind was still very strong. Martin enjoyed the sight of both
Spotted Flycatcher (the first to reach Hampshire?) and Whinchat, possibly as a result of the
birds ‘choosing any port in a storm’ - in other words if the wind had been light the birds might
well have flown on over the coast to the their final destinations, but as is it was they had ‘run out
of fuel’ through expending more energy than usual in crossing the channel (and that implies
that some others may well have run out of fuel before reaching the coast...) +++
Reverting from the bird’s point of view on the weather to the bird watcher’s enjoyment of their
plight (and I am not taking any sort of ‘Animal Rights’ position on this - I just observe the natural
behaviour of the winged and the biped species from a detached point of view and say ‘that’s the
way things are, and there is no way we can change it’) I see that Peter’s list of birds passing
Stokes Bay included 2 Fulmars, 2 Black Terns. 3 Little Gulls and 7 Kittiwakes as well as the
expected 22 Little, 92 Sandwich, and 188 Common Terns. Less expected were 2 Dunlin and 2
Grey Plover (surely these waders normally travel in large flocks though we never seem to hear
of them in the seawatcher’s lists) with 3 Whimbrel and 7 Shelduck. +++
Nearing the end of Peter’s stint a Hobby flew in, adding another to the current widespread reports
of the arrival of these falcons - I see that Richard Hallett saw one, maybe two, over Denmead
yesterday, Norman Hunt has had one over his home patch at Winchester today, and Tony
Gutteridge had a ‘garden tick’while at a relatives house at Adgestone on the Isle of Wight.
Seawatching was also good along the Sussex coast today with the contenders for the Selsey
Pom King title doing at least as well as their more easterly counterparts today - 8 Poms at
Selsey against 5 at Worthing, 6 at Bexhill and only 3 at Rye. Interestingly Simon Wright also
had 8 seen from the window of his flat overlooking Hayling Bay, proving that you do not have to
get rigor mortis and hypothermia in order to acquire a good seawatching list. Also proving that
you do not have to be up at dawn to see the birds the anonymous watcher from the Worthing
seafront today did not start until 8 am and still managed to clock up 21 Velvet Scoters (at both
Selsey and Bexhill only 16 were seen) and 3 Black Terns, though they saw no divers whereas
Kevin Johnston at Bexhill had 5, including a good view of a summer plumage Black-throated.
+++
High spot of the Sussex news comes from a mile or so in from the shore at Arlington Reservoir in
the Cuckmere Valley area where the anonymous report of a Red-rumped Swallow being seen
for half an hour on the evening of Apr 26 has now turned into a well observed report of two

Red-rumped Swallows being present at the reservoir all day yesterday and still present today.
The other rarity that has also by now clocked up 8 days residence in East Sussex is the
Dotterel which arrived on Apr 25 and is still being seen today. +++
Other news from Rye concerns its use as a Bed and Breakfast stopover by coastal passage
migrants, something that we do not hear of from the other south coast seawatching sites, or the
sheltered harbours, in our area. Paul Troake watched 238 Whimbrel and 22 Black-tailed
Godwit take off from Rye Harbour at dawn today, and yesterday some 350 Whimbrel left at
dawn to continue their journey.
Titchfield Haven still has its Spoonbill for the third day, and to judge by past experience it could
stay there for some time as its arrival there on Apr 30 (and previously at Hook on Apr 29)
indicates that it is not a breeding bird but a youngster seeing the world in its ‘gap year’
THU 01 MAY
In Emsworth today Brian Fellows saw a full clutch of 8 eggs in the Peter Pond Swan’s nest. I
suspect that these eggs have been there for some time as the female started sitting on Mar 21
(the first egg being seen on Mar 25). Incubation takes around 37 days so that first egg should
hatch on or soon after May 1 but maybe the eggs (which cannot be laid at a rate of more than
one a day - the intervals maybe longer) are kept warm but not properly incubated until the full
clutch is laid so that the cygnets hatch at roughly the same time so maybe we will not see any
eggs hatch in this nest for perhaps another week. Brian’s reports from this nest were of 1 egg
on Mar 25, 4 eggs on Apr 7, 5 eggs on Apr 20 and 8 seen not until today and if these dates are
anywhere near the actual laying dates the first cygnet will be a month old before the final egg
hatches, so either some of the eggs will be abandoned or the full clutch was laid much earlier
but not seen until now - we must wait and see, but this is a signal that cygnets may well be
hatching in other nests very soon. +++
Also in Emsworth Brian noticed a Mistle Thrush driving a Magpie from its (the Thrushes) nest site,
and in Southampton Adrian Martin watched Herring Gulls similarly defending their nests agains
Great Blackback gulls +++
At the mouth of the Beaulieu River yesterday Giles Darvill noticed a Shelduck display flight something which we usually see in the Langstone-Warblington area each spring but which I
have not seen this year (see my comments in notes for Apr 25) as Shelduck numbers in our
area continue to decline.
WED 30 APR
I know that many birders also have an interest in butterflies, and if you happen to combine that
interest with modern classical music and would like to be in on a world premiere of a butterfly
inspired composition by Sir John Taverner have a look at today’s entry in my Insects page for
details.
Mike Wearing, warden of the Deadwater Bottom site just north of Woolmer Forest, rang me this
evening to tell me that he had today seen the first (silent) Nightjar of the year back in his area
(between Woolmer Pond and Broxhead Common). Other recent sightings in that area included
three Hobbies, three Garden Warblers and a Common Sandpiper. On his own site he has a
pair of Mandarin nesting in a box made from a hollowed out log placed some 30 feet up in a tree
- a more natural place than the ‘chicken houses’ which they use at Eyeworth Pond - and he
hopes the threat of nesting Greylag invading the area has been averted (eight of them had
been present recently but seem to have left). For those who visit Hoe Cross near Hambledon
Mike suggests that a close look around the immediate area of the crossroads should discover a
resident pair of Grey Partridge as well as the Red-legs which have been seen there recently.
+++
In Chichester someone had a brief morning sighting of a Bee-eater in the area area south of
Quarry Road
John Shillitoe found a Spoonbill at Titchfield Haven this afternoon, probably the one that was the
subject of an email that I received from Peter Morrison via Hoslist yesterday having a subject
line reading ‘Spoonbill at Hook this morning’ but no text to give me any detail. +++
Richard Carpenter was also in the Titchfield Haven area today and saw a Whinchat (uncommon
there in spring) and saw or heard both a Lesser Whitethroat and a Grasshopper Warbler (I hear
rumours that there may be two different birds ‘reeling’ in that area). Overhead were at least 60

Swifts and 30 House Martins, a Greenshank called from within the reserve and 9 Sanderling
were on the beach. +++
Further east along the coast a White Wagtail was seen at Southsea Castle by Roger Webb, and
inland at Winchester Sewage Farm Ian Watts had 3 Hobbies, 13 Gadwall and over 40 Swifts
TUE 29 APR
Sussex news for today includes the first Spotted Flycatcher of the year, seen at Church Norton,
and a report from Tim Edwards of a Crag Martin flying north over Pagham Harbour. From
Birling Gap cames news of another male Golden Oriole and at Rye Harbour a single Curlew
Sandpiper was seen - also there (or passing) was a flock of 287 Whimbrel, and of course the
Dotterel (reported again on Apr 30) +++
At Bembridge Marshes on the Isle of Wight a Short-eared Owl was seen, reminding us that these
are not uncommon visitors to suitable habitat in May as they move north from winter quarters,
and that some (presumably non-breeding birds) occasionally stay around along the south
coast through the summer. +++
Most other owls are early nesters, and a note from David Uren at Old Idsworth Farm today tells
me not only that Swallows are back in the farmyard but that snoring sounds from a Barn Owl
nest box indicates that at least one youngster has hatched.
At Hurst Castle this morning Mike Rafter had two Pom Skuas and the first Hampshire Roseate
Tern following Sussex sightings at Seaford and Worthing +++
At Stokes Bay Ian Calderwood had a Bonxie and 2 Arctic Skuas plus a nice flock of 21 Arctic
Terns this morning. 2 Red-throated Divers and 14 Brent also went by. In the afternoon 3
Merganser flew by (these must be getting scarce now) but 25 Sanderling were still around (it
will be a long time before the arctic is warm enough to welcome them).
On Hilsea Lines James Wheeldon enjoyed close views of a party of three Hobbies as he was
rolling the cricket pitches on the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields (who said cricket
was a dull game?), and at Emsworth the unexpected outbreak of Swan’s nests continues after the two new nests on the Town Millpond where no nests had ever been seen before one
was found by Brian Fellows today at the Slipper Millpond where nests have been seen in other
years but never regularly as with the Peter Pond site, so Brian now has four nests with sitting
birds (not forgetting the nearby nest at the Thorney Little Deeps). Going back to Hilsea there
could be another three Swan nests along the Hilsea moat, with a potential second pair that may
nest, in addition to the established pair, on the IBM Lake just across the M27 from Hilsea. +++
Smaller birds have already hatched many young which do not attract much attention from birders,
but Paul Winter says that juvenile Greenfinch have been coming into his garden at Rownhams
(Southampton) with their parents since Apr 21 and asks if this is unusually early for them to be
out of the nest. I can’t answer that but I am slightly surprised that the young are being fed by
their parents with seed from Paul’s garden feeder - I had the impression that all nestling birds
were dependent on a supply of soft food (insects, worms, or regurgitated food that has been
pre-digested by their parents) as the young of species whose adult diet is almost entirely of
seeds cannot break open the hard seed cases. Are Greenfinches able to crack nuts for
themselves as soon as they are able to fly the nest? or do the parents (with their skill at
de-husking seed by the combined rotary aciton of tongue and hard edged bill) still offer a
‘dehusking’ service to their young at this stage?
Southsea Pier is not one of the great seawatching points along the south coast, but if the wind and
the rain are strong enough to force seabirds onto a lee shore they may be seen almost
anywhere. Yesterday was one such morning, giving Roger Webb a respectable list from the
South Parade Pier - for quality he had four Arctic Skuas, a Black Tern, 2 Fulmar and 5 Gannets,
and run of the mill stuff included over 100 Common and 40 Sandwich Terns plus at least 30
Bar-tailed Godwit. A little later in the day John Shillitoe was nearing the recycling centre in the
Wickham area when his mobile phone rang to tell him of a Hoopoe in the Hundred Acres areas
on his home doorstep. I don’t think he even delayed long enough to fly-tip his rubbish in the
nearest gateway before dashing home in the hopes of a mega garden tick, only to learn that the
original message related to a generic ‘yesterday’ (the English reversed equivalent of the
Spanish ‘manyana’). +++
Also in yesterday’s news was a Wryneck, reported to have been in the Henfield area of the Arun

valley. +++
Going back to Apr 27 a report from Fort Victoria, just west of the entrance to Yarmouth Harbour on
the Isle of Wight (and thus just across the water from the Lymington marshes) was of a Puffin ...
MON 28 APR
Most successful Swan nests are in long established sites used by the same pair of birds for many
years until the birds become too old to breed or die in road accidents or by flying into overhead
wires, etc. It is unusual to hear from Brian Fellows of two new nests both appearing this month
in the Town Millpond at Emsworth, both having eggs in them and sitting birds, unlike the typical
behaviour of Swan first time nesters who do not know where or how to build a lasting nest, lay
their eggs at random (like the one recently ‘dropped’ on one of the floating rafts in the
Emsworth Slipper Mill Pond), and do not have the patience to sit in the same nest for the
normal incubation time of just over 7 weeks. Lst week I passed on news of one of these nests
(at the seaward end of the pond near the Emsworth Sailing Club building) and Brian says the
new nest is on the east side of the pond, north of the Slipper Sailing Club building at the main
sluice gate. With a total of 44 Swans currently on the Town Millpond, and a great shortage of
suitable nest sites, it is not surrising that some of the ‘adolescent’ birds should feel the urge to
mate and nest, but it is unusual for their efforts to be such as to have a chance of success. +++
Another fresh water nesting success is mentioned in my emails today - Kevin Stouse tells me that
the pair of Little Grebe which he saw (on Apr 10) with two young chicks on the canal around the
IBM site at Portsmouth still have at least one well grown chick.
Several recent reports show that hirundines are now with us en masse, and the first mention of
them today comes from Keith Vokes at Marchwood, on the banks of Southampton Water,
where he had a crowd of them over his garden apparently feeding well on insects that are now
hatching in large numbers thanks to warmth and rain. In my notes last Saturday (Apr 26) I
mentioned that a flock of 200 House Martins had been over Pulborough Brooks on Apr 25
followed by 150 Swallows on Apr 26, and I now hear that similar numbers were to be seen in
Hampshire yesterday (Apr 27) - Charles Cuthbert had around 150 Swallows over Alresford
Pond and Ian Pibworth saw at least 100 House Martins with 60 Sand Martins over the
Testwood Lakes at Totton., and almost every birding report now mentions hirundines and
Swifts, even Emsworth had its first Swift today though I have not yet spotted either Swift or
House Martin over Havant as I spend too much time indoors writing these notes. I do not
regret that - in fact after many years of visiting sites all over Hampshire and West Sussex (plus
childhood memories of living at Hastings in East Sussex) I find I can derive a much greater
enjoyment of wildlife through visualising other people’s sighing in a well remembered scenery,
with the added benefit of not having to get up early, nor travelling miles to dip on the more
exciting birds!) - a big thank you to all those who do the hard work to bring people like myself so
much pleasure! +++
One of the people who was out this morning and took the trouble to share his sightings was David
Thelwell, seawatching at Milford-on-sea for some four hours in damp, windy and eventually
chilling conditions, un-relieved by many seabirds - his main contribution was a count of 265
Whimbrel heading east (76 of them in one large flock). Trevor Carpenter might well ask where
were the Bar-tailed Godwit that usually move with the Whimbrel at this time of year, and while
David mentions that there were a few passing this morning a better picture is to be seen by
adding in what Paul Brayshaw saw from Worthing beach in some seven hours last Saturday
morning (Apr 26). Paul had only 196 Whimbrel but did have 433 Bar-tails along with a Manx
Shearwater and two Egrets flying east (possibly indicating long distance rather than local
movement?). At Selsey Bill the count of Manx Shearwater was up to four today as their
passage gets under way. Bigger numbers on Paul’s list were 143 Gannets, 249 Common
Scoter, 172 Little Gulls and a total of 2684 mixed Commic plus 211 Sandwich and 13 Black
Terns. To keep the terns on the move 2 Bonxies and 14 Arctic Skuas helped to marshal the
route of this procession. +++
While on the subject of Skuas and seawatching I must pass on a remark written by the
annonymous author of the report on yesterday’s SOS outing to Rye Harbour who writes that
(among other excellent birding under the expert guidance of Paul Troake) they saw 5 Arctic
Skuas .. ‘so close in that we could see them with just bins’ (I’m pretty sure that with my poor

eyesight I woudn’t have seen them at all!). This remark made me wonder how much birding
techniques will have improved in another fifty years - will there be dedicated satellites
permanently poised above the English Channel, with superb optics supplemented by infrared
to penetrate cloud, and will the birders then be snug in their beds watching the scene on their
computer screens (and of course leaving the tedious counting to built in automatons, complete
with full species recognition skills). Human nature being what it is someone will still need to go
one better than the rest, so I have to add a picture of the Lee Evans of that day lounging in
exquisite pyjamas directing the controls of his own private satellite to follow the path of his
chosen mega-rarity around the world (the rare bird will still be lost and wind blown but the super
birder will follow its every move until it dies of exhaustion, giving the watcher the same thrill as
was once derived from bull fighting or throwing Christians to the lions ... some things never
change! ) +++
Among the other birds seen by this group at Rye were a second summer Glaucous Gull, the long
staying Dotterel, and a single Common Gull. A sighting of more local interest for Apr 27 was of
five Velvet Scoter flying east in the Solent - seen by Ian Calderwood at Stokes Bay where there
was one Eider on the water and one Brent (summering?) flying west.
Comng back to present day news, and remembering we are in the season when birds are
breeding and eggers are egging. I see that more than one person has had close encounters
with low flying Red Kites in south east Hampshire, and a remark by one them (wondering
whether the low flying Kite was attracted by a particularly rich selection of small birds coming to
bird seed in their garden) sent me to check my books for clues as to the diet of these Kites. I
had the impression in my mind that their main source of food was carrion, and this perhaps
came mainly from ancient reports of Kites cleaning up the streets of London in Dick
Whittington’s times, re-inforced by more recent stories of watching kites in Wales come to meat
put out in fields by a farmer (perhaps paid to do so by the local tourist board?). I was quite
surprised to see that, in addition to carrion, the list of food items includes fish (do they catch it
Ozprey like?), small birds, small mammals, frogs, worms, and even insects while the Collins
Guide says they often steal food from other birds - no wonder they can survive quite well in
southern England. Can anyone tell me if they actually take birds in flight? +++
One easy prey item for a keen eyed Kite would be a Lapwing chick, and I see from the report of
the SOS outing at Rye yesterday that Lapwing chicks had hatched there (also from the Isle of
Wight bird news that Moorhen had chicks out at Thorness Bay - north west coast of the Island
between Cowes and Newtown - last week on Apr 24). +++
We are all aware of how breeding Lapwings have vanished from the southern Englands farmland
within the past 30 years or so, and it is sad to hear from John Shillitoe that a few breeding pairs
which he found still present last year in damp fields south of Newtown in the Meon Valley near
the West Walk woods seem to have vanished this year. He comments that there is no obvious
change in habitat to account for this departure but he is not alone in failing to understand the
causes of the Lapwing’s retreat. I think some suggest that the birds are very aware of minute
changes in temperature and are reacting to an increase in spring temperatures that we hardly
notice (and of course a dry hot spring can result in a lack of insect food for the chicks) but I
suspect the birds are reacting to a number of things which affect their lifestyle, not least among
them may be an increase in egg and chick eating fox population - and I won’t stretch that to the
massive (!) increase in Red Kite predation.
Other news of potentially breeding birds includes reports of Nightingales at two local sites and
Ruddy Duck at another (no news of the cull that is supposed to have started but perhaps you
are not allowed to cull birds during their breeding season?). One species in whose breeding
sucess I have a personal interest is Corn Bunting and it is good to hear that 14 of them could be
seen in an area east of Winchester and of two in the Hambledon area, around which they have
been reasonably common in recent years while disappearing from many other sites. While it
may be inapproprate to broadcast their whereabouts it is still well worth trying to record their
locations and numbers for the county records, and for those who enjoy a country cycle ride a
tour of lanes and country roads in your area could be given added purpose if you take along a
notebook and map to record the locations of all the singing birds you hear en route. +++

A couple of unusual items with which to end today. First was a sighting of two Whooper Swans in
fields beside the River Rother at Salehurst near Robertsbridge in East Sussex. The second is
an observation of a Sparrowhawk in an unusual place. The person who told me of this said she
was in a coffee shop in a shopping arcade near the Bognor seafront when she looked up to the
roof of the arcade and saw a Sparrowhawk perched on a cross girder, unperturbed by the
shoppers passing below, even when the people in the coffee shop and then those in the arcade
followed the gaze of my informant and stood staring at the bird. Whether this means that the
hawk had followed its prey into the arcade, failed to catch it, and then sat on the nearest perch
to recover its energies (as often happens), or whether the hawk had discovered the arcade to
be a good place to do its ‘shopping’ for prey, and regularly uses this perch, I do not know but I
suspect the former to be true.

PLANTS
SUN 04 MAY
At Warblington Castle Farm this morning a Spindle bush in the churchyard was covered in open
flowers and by the eastern stream Marsh Valerian was in flower, as were both Celery-leaved
Buttercup and Subterranean Clover in the marshy SSSI field. Nearly but not quite in flower was
Black Bryony. +++
Later in the day I found a mass of Ox-eye Daisies fully out on the south facing dry bank of the A27
Havant bypass, and by the Hayling Billy trail I caught up with Brian Fellows’ recent sightings of
Cut-leaved Cranesbill and Common Nettle in flower.
SAT 03 MAY
An evening visit to the Gunner Point area of Sinah Common on Hayling showed me at least 600
Green-winged orchids in full flower, though there was only one white one where there have
been three in recent years (I heard that someone had dug them up last year!). The first few
Wild Lupins were opening their flowers (a few other plants seemed to have succumbed to the
fungus which in some years kills the whole colony) as were the Sea Kale plants. Masses of
Thrift and Sea Campion are now out, as are Bur Chervil, Sea Mouse-ear and Round-leaved
Cranesbill. Sea Radish was reported two or three weeks ago but this was my first sight of it in
flower, and I may have been first with news of Bucks-horn Plantain.
THU 01 MAY
Jim Berry was walking along the private road from Stansted House to Broadreed Farm in
Stansted East Park today and happened to look into the thin belt of Lumley Wood alongside the
lowest point of this road, discovering a bold show of ‘yellow daisies’ which turned out to be
Leopard’s Bane. These plants have been naturalised here for at least 50 years, though I have
heard that they arrived there through the dumping of soil and rubble during the clean up after a
major fire at Stansted House (maybe in the 1930s??). With them, and much more difficult to
spot unless you go into the wood and look closer, should be a few plants of Tuberous Comfrey
which should also have a smaller show of small pale yellow flowers at around this time of year.
Of much more general significance was Jim’s first find of both Red and White Campion in flower
(both seem very late this year) while in Emsworth Bian Fellows added Wood Melick to the
flowering list.
A note from Martin Rand tells me of two new flowerings in Ampfield Woods (east of Romsey)
yesterday. Neither were as eye-catching as the Campions - one was Pale Sedge, the other
Floating Sweet-grass - but Martin says that the fresh leaves on Small-leaved Lime in these
woods make a very pretty sight at the moment (as, more generally, do the fresh leaves of
Beech). I presume that the ‘scarlet nail varnish’ of the winter buds on the limes has lost its
colour by the time the buds are shed and does not provide added colour on the woodland floor.
+++
On Apr 27 Martin was in the New Forest on the northern edge of Bolderwood where the trees give
way to open heath at Mogshade Hill, and here he found the pure white flowers of Subterranean
Clover with the close look-alike (but hairless) Fenugreek. In damper places there was

Green-ribbed Sedge and another plant which, like the Fenugreek, requires a close look to
separate it from its relatives, this plant being the Medium-flowered Winter-cress (needing an
eye and a ruler that can distinquish petal length to hundredths of a millimetre in order to
separate it from American Winter-cress which also has pinnate upper stem leaves). +++
I see that there are other easier tests to separate these two (the height of the flower stems and the
number of leaflets on the basal leaves) and when I have finished this update I will have to return
to the Hayling Billy line near Havant Museum to check the plants which I confidently announced
a few days ago to be American Winter-cress, and tomorrow morning, if the weather allows a
bird census visit to the Warblington fields, I will have to take my lens to check the plants that
should be out there by now (and which I have assumed in past years to be Subterranean
Clover) to see if I can turn them into hairless Fenugreek (which I have always wanted to see on
account of its unusual name).
WED 30 APR
The first Goat’s Beard opened its yellow flowers this morning at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow site
(or maybe on the roadside overlooking Peter Pond where one of the first examples appeared at
this time last year), and maybe it’s cousin Salsify now has mauve-purple equivalent flowers
showing in the places where it appears (but it has not been reported yet). With this relatively
uncommon plant, flowers also appeared at Emsworth on common Nettles and Barren Brome
grass. Brian Fellows noted these newcomers while struggling to differentiate between
Common and Russian Comfrey - easy enough to do with the creamy flowered version of
Common Comfrey but not so easy with plants whose flowers match the purplish pink of the
Russian hybrid. The length of the wings running down the stem below each leaf proved
inconclusive, no fruit nutlets were available for microscopic inspection, and it seems that Brian
did not apply the ‘softness’ test that would have been any soap powder salesman’s first thought
(Russian Comfrey is said to be very rough and bristly on the stem where Common Comfrey is
soft to the touch and has long down-pointing hairs on the leaf bases). +++
Last spring I was baffled by my failure, despite repeated toothcomb searches, to find the Hairy
Garlic (Allium subhirsutum) which Martin Rand found easily in the Nore Barn wood at
Emsworth so I will not be travelling to the hamlet of Conford (near Liphook on the north east
edge of Woolmer Forest) to see Few-flowered Garlic (A. paradoxum) which Mike Wearing told
me today is once more in flower there.
Here in Havant the small triangle of ground near the Lymbourne stream springs (across the old
rail track from the east end of Grove Road), where a variety of cornfield wild flowers are getting
near to flowering, suffered a US Marines type assault yesterday as council workers drove a
large lorry along one edge of the plot before leaping from the vehicle to attack the other two
sides with their ‘weapons of mass destruction’ in order to erect a metal fence along the edge
closest to the Billy Line and to plant the statutory line of native shrubs (i.e. Hawthorns from
Holland) along the third side. The Hawthorns, if kept well trimmed into a hedge no higher than
the wooden fence which I suppose they are intended to obscure from view, will not shade or
reduce the size of the ‘wild flower meadow’ by any noticeable amount, nor will the metal railing
fence (which may be necessary to deter people from climbing the bank from the Billy Trail cycle
way) but I am concerned that two young broad-leaved trees which have been planted near the
fence will grow to shade the ‘meadow’ from the afternoon sun, leaving an area of bare ground
below them which will spoil the effect of the meadow. +++
Looking at the meadow today a substantial amount has been left untrampled or dug and we are
very close to seeing a great display of colour from the wildflowers. At least one of the
Cornflowers had opened a bud enough to show its brilliant blue colour, and many of the Corn
Chamomile flowers are showing white in the centre of their opening flowerbuds, but I cannot
yet detect buds on the Corn Marigolds nor get a clue as to the identity of the plants whose long
thin leaves, arranged in ranks at precisely 90 degree intervals round the stem, remind me of
nothing other than Caper Spurge. +++
Having for the past two years become accustomed (in the wild flower mix sown on Old Idsworth
Farm) to the relatively sprawling bushes and greyish green leaves of Anthemis austriaca
(which I at first took to be Corn Chamomile), I find the plants growing here which I now assume
to be Corn Chamomile, look very different with their stout reddish stems standing as straight as

the corn amongst which they should be growing (and planted here in equally straight lines).
Many of the plants are more than 50 cm tall and are shaped more like Lombardy Poplars than
bushes, with green leaves that contrast with the red stems to look very like the luxuriant
versions of Scentless Mayweed which grow on the shores. The leaves have a strong aroma,
not ‘nasty’ like Stinking Mayweed, but not pleasant like the ground hugging Chamomile from
which the first English lawns were made (and which I would like to see in this plot). +++
I very much like the idea of creating a wild flower meadow on this ‘waste ground’ but I reserve my
judgement as to whether it can become a long term, self-perpetuating reality here (and while I
have no objection to this being an artificial garden plot I have concerns as to whether the
interest and funds for its upkeep will last for many years). My greatest concern is that, having a
thriving natural colony of Danewort, an unusual plant (which may be native to the county and is
certainly a long established ‘Denizen’ rather than a new invader or casual), established on this
spot, recent efforts to landscape this area seem to be aimed at eliminating the colony (if only
unintentionally by planting trees and shrubs that will shade it out of existence as they already
have done at the south end of the colony). The flowers and berries of the Danewort are showy,
the plant is associated with ancient legends of rape and pillage by the Danes, and the ‘rarity’ of
the plant is confirmed by the distance to the nearest local sites for it (one at Mottisfont on the
Test and the other in the South Harting area north of the Downs).
TUE 29 APR
The first Cut-leaved Cranesbill flowers were discovered by Brian Fellows today near the Slipper
Millpond in Emsworth where the Tree Mallows are now flowering. The first bud was opening on
these Tree Mallows as long ago as Apr 18 and at that time I expressed my surprise that no one
had yet seen Common Mallow in flower and I am even more surprised that that is still the case.
MON 28 APR
I see from Brian Fellows weekly newsletter for the Emsworth Brook Meadow conservation group
the a pink flowered Comfrey is now out in the meadow, and checking Brian’s equivalent
message for last April I find that on April 15 he wrote that .. ‘The purple-pink version of Common
(?) Comfrey is flowering in the meadow’ but that leaves me none the wiser as to whether the
plant now out is Common or Russian Comfrey, both of which occur there ... more anon!
Whichever it is it will be the first that I have heard of this year.
INSECTS

SUN 04 MAY
Reports from various outings appearing on the Hampsire Butterfly Conservation website today
mention 20 different butterfly species for the first time this year, among them the year’s first
Wall Brown seen by Mark Litjens at Keyhaven. In the New Forest Mark logged 15
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and at Noar Hill he had Duke of Burgundy and the only Small
Tortoiseshell of the day. Going on to Old Winchester Hill had the one and only Common Blue
of the day while Painted Lady got on the list with two entries from Brian Fellows in Emsworth
and Dave Tolcher in Warsash. The 20th species came from just over the Surrey border at
Witley Common where Pete Irvine added Wood White. The list could well have been higher as
no one mentioned Grizzled Skipper or Comma
Green-veined White and Orange Tip butterflies were no surprise for me at Warblington Castle
Farm but a female Holly Blue was unusual in a marshy field with no supply of either Holly or Ivy.
Back at home two more Holly Blues were seen and two more were flying in central Havant clearly today’s hot sunshine was to their liking and it also brought a male Brimstone into my
garden (had it been called from a second hibernation?) Despite this I saw no Speckled Woods
(which have been in the garden recently) nor any other species.
At my windows tonight, as I write this, I have had a Cockchafer banging the glass, and at the front
door was a large insect which I at first assumed was a Caddis Fly but which, on checking
Michael Chinery, most closely resembles a creature called Osmylus fulvicephalous though it
was difficult to see the full detail in the dim porch light. The overall size and shape fitted the
illustration of this insect, and the head as distinctly beaked as shown but I did not notice the
head as coloured red, nor the spots on the wings (which in the light looked to be a solid brown
colour, not translucent - can anyone suggest what it might have been?) +++

Also seen today (I think) was the first Blue-tailed Damsel of the year (Ischnura elegans) at Tony
Gutteridge’s garden pond here in Havant
SAT 03 MAY
Two new moths for the year were trapped in Fleet this evening by Rob Edmunds who also
remarked on the first Cockchefers of the year. One moth was Flame Carpet, the other
Tachystola acroxantha. In Greywell Paul Boswell had another new micro of the Tortrix group
called Epiblema cynosbatella
THU 01 MAY
The latest update to Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth website shows three sightings of Painted Lady in
two days where there have been none for 8 days so just maybe a new wave has hit this
country, but it will take a lot more than 3 sightings to bring the butterfly to the attention of casual
observers! Earlier in April there were 7 sightings in the period Apr 4-8 and then another burst of
14 sightings in the period Apr 15 to 22, but only four of the 24 sightings were in Hampshire or
Sussex.
In response to my comments (see yesterday’s notes) on the apparent absence of Holly Blues I
have had a couple of responses saying that the butterflies are continuing to show daily (as I
would have expected) in both Emsworth and Hill Head near Titchfield Haven. Richard
Carpenter at Hill Head says he has been seeing up to three Holly Blues each day since Apr 5,
and adds that the Hairy-footed Flower-bee (better known as Anthophora plumipes) which
appeared in his garden on Apr 2 can still be seen there, as can the Forest Bugs (brown and red
shield bugs with square rather than pointed ‘shoulders’).
WED 30 APR
An email today from Alan Barrett (one of the regular readers of my notes, being on my email
distribution list for my website updates) brings news that may well have a wider audience
among butterfly enthusiasts. Alan is not only among the butterfly enthusiasts but is also
involved with the Brighton Chamber Choir, and he tells me that on May 11 the choir will be
giving a world premiere of a piece called Butterfly Dreams by the eminent composer Sir John
Taverner. The concert is entitled ‘Spirit of Nature’ and will include a number of other works on
wildlife related themes. Alan is particularly proud that his own butterfly photographs, which will
be on show at the concert, were in great part the inspiration of the new Taverner work. +++
For details of the concert (which will be at 4pm on Sunday May 11 in the Old Market at Hove) visit
the Choir website (Spirit of Nature section) www.brightonchamberchoir.org.uk and if you want
to be there tickets are available from either Tony Hawkey (phone 01273 700824) or the
Brighton Dome Box Office (01273 709709).
It is well known that Holly Blues have good and bad years in their ongoing struggle with the tiny
wasp which uses the Holly Blue caterpillar as a source of food for its own grubs but this year it
seems that perhaps the butterfly is having difficulty with the weather. Holly Blues seemed to be
everywhere on Apr 4 and 5 but then they vanished from reports until Apr 15, again seeming to
vanish after that - only 9 of the 23 observations so far in my database were on other dates than
the three which I have mentioned. In my own garden I have observed the same pattern - where
in most years the butterflies, if they appear, are a daily sight for perhaps a couple of weeks or
more, this year I have not seen them on more than four days. +++
These remarks were a preface to the fact that Brian Fellows had one Holly Blue in his Brook
Meadow site today, along with an Orange Tip, five Small Tortoiseshells, four or five Small
Whites and a couple of Green-veined Whites. The last mentioned species are, like the Holly
Blues, also reacting to this year’s weather in a slightly strange way - I know that, as a colonial
species, each colony may have a different pattern of behaviour, but this species is normally on
the wing by the end of March (and this year saw their first appearance on March 26, seen by
Anne McCue at Gosport, but Brian Fellows had not seen one at Brook Meadow until yesterday
TUE 29 APR
Richard Carpenter was at Hook (Warsash) today and found the big black St Mark’s flies hanging
in the air there, dangling their legs and tails in characteristic fashion, while on the ground,
enjoying the warmth of the sun, were hairy black versions of Bluebottles - a ‘House Fly’ species
called Mesembriana meridiana which breeds in dung. The St Mark’s fly is named for its annual

appearance around Apr 25 (St Mark’s Day) and breeds in equally insalubrious places - damp
rotting vegetation for choice.
Alan Dawson has just sent me a list of eight moth species that have recently come to his
Southampton Portswood trap for the first time this year (despite wind and rain). Four of them
are the earliest for the year on my list - these are The Spectacle on Apr 24, Cabbage Moth and
Syndemis musculana (both on Apr 25), and Mullein Moth last night (Apr 28). Maurice Opie (on
Apr 21) beat him by four days with Waved Umber, Mike Wall on Apr 23 had an earlier Pale
Tussock, and the mysterious ‘Mike the Moff Man’ of Totton scooped him with Scoparia
ambigualis on Mar 20. Paul Boswell was even earlier with The Satellite in January and
February, but that is an overwintering moth so hardly counts.
MON 28 APR
Andy Barker was surprised and pleased to see a Pearl-bordered Fritillary already on the wing in
Ramnor Inclosure (northwest of Brockenhurst) when he was in the New Forest on Saturday
(Apr 26), and he comments that this is the earliest date for the species to be found in the New
Forest that he is aware of. Looking at the last few Hampshire Butterfly reports I see that there
have been two earlier sightings (Apr 21 in 1997 and Apr 25 in 2002) but both of these were at
Bentley near Salisbury (and may have been on the Wiltshire side of the border running through
this wood. I wonder if we will see any of these in Stansted Forest this year where I last heard of
them in 2001 - maybe Adrian Hoskins will track some down? +++
Another early sighting comes from the Botany Bay woodland near Chiddingfold (west of
Haslemer) in Surrey - here Pete Irvine came across 5 Wood Whites along the wide woodland
rides. +++
Back in the New Forest Pignal Inclosure, adjacent to Ramnor, had another first for Andy Barker the Small Purple-barred moth (not normally out until mid May). This is a widespread day flying
moth which might be confused with a Dingy Skipper butterfly. +++
Two night flying moths were taken by Rob Edmunds at a light on Hook Common near Fleet in
north Hampshire on Saturday night. The first, new for the year, is a small relative of the
Longhorn moth Adela reamurella and like that species it appears to have a ‘metallic paint’ finish
as well as a name that would never sell a motorcar - Nematopogon swammerdamella. The
other moth, Acleris logiana, has been recorded once earlier this year, but that was a first for the
north Hampshire vice county - I believe this species is extending its range in southern Britain.
I commented recently that no further reports of Large Red Damselflies had followed Mark Litjens
first sightings of them in the Gosport/Titchfield area on Apr 18 and this has provoked a couple
of responses. One was from Tony Wilson saying he had seen one at Pulborough Brooks on
Apr 23 (I had in fact picked that up in yesterday’s notes) and the other from Dave Tolcher at
Warsash giving me the sort of news I had been expecting. Dave had his first out on Apr 21 and
estimates (by sightings and counts of nymph cases) that at least 50 have now emerged. Dave
also tells me that Pond Skaters can now be seen on the surface of his pond while half a dozen
Newts chase beetles around from below the surface.
Last Thursday night (Apr 24) brought the first Lime Hawkmoth to Mike Wall’s trap at Basingstoke,
along with Least Black Arches and Bright-line Brown-eye. Wednesday evening (Apr 23) gave
Mike a first V Pug and Pale Tussock plus a second Muslin Moth for the year (Maurice Opie had
one on Apr 21)
OTHER WILDLIFE

SUN 04 MAY
A Slow-worm was in Brian Fellows Emsworth garden today - this one intact, unlike the dead
half-Slowworm he saw in the Hollybank Woods at week ago.
THU 01 MAY
May is the month in which Fallow bucks cast their antlers and hide their shame by forming
bachelor clubs living out of sight of the females that they spend so much time trying to impress
during the sutumn rut, so it is not surprising that when Jim Berry was walking in Stansted East
Park today the only Fallow deer which he saw were a group of 14 females and last year’s
young. +++
With Roe Deer the situation is reversed and they are now at the start of their rut. If you see a buck

chasing a doe around woodland in the next few weeks jsut stand quietly out of their way and
they may pass within a few feet of you without apparently noticing your presence. Do not, on
the other hand, go anywhere near a buck which is cornered, trapped or injured as they are one
of the few animals that can deliver a mortal wound with their sharp ‘points’, stabbing faster than
you can possibly move to evade them. By all means inform someone who will know how to
deal with them, but never risk your life to safe theirs. The same rule applies to injured Badgers,
though with them the only danger comes from bites (which will go straight through the stoutest
of gloves).
WED 30 APR
Recent rain and warm air have inevitably stirred some fungi into spore-producing mode, one
result being that the ancient Willow lying prone on the ground near the north bridge of the
Emsworth Brook Meadow site once more has an excellent crop of the edible Agrocybe
cylindracea fungi - don’t eat them all before they have completed sporulation as the species is
uncommon, but if you have not smelt them before go and have a sniff and see if it reminds you
of the inside of old wooden wine casks!
I have no wish to get involved in controversy over conservation action plans but I am nevertheless
interested to hear that introduced Sand Lizards (brought from heathen lands afar - Devon, I
think) are flourishing on the Surrey side of the border in the Woolmer Forest area. At the same
time it is worrying to hear that if they cross the county boundary into Hampshire they will
immediately be exterminated by conservationists there on the grounds that they are not native
to the area. I cannot guarantee these facts are correct, but the situation sounds familiar!
MON 28 APR
Brian Fellows’ weekly newsletter for the Emsworth Brook Meadow Conservation Group reached
me last night and I was amused to read that .. ‘While clearing rubbish from the river near the
railway tunnel in the far NE corner of the meadow Graham Ault was watched by a friendly Toad
for about half an hour - it seemed to be living in the stone wall!’ A genuine Toad in the hole..
Jeff Goodridge was in the Hambledon area on Apr 24 and was very pleased to come on 3 Hares
together - still none of the big counts of recent years from the Test Valley below Romsey, but
that does not mean the Hares have vanished.
BIRDS

WEEK 17 APR 21 - 27

SUN 27 APR
Following yesterday’s Golden Oriole at Pagham another was at Birling Gap on Beachy Head
today but I doubt they will stay around unlike the Dotterel which is still at Rye Harbour or the
Kentish Plover at Pagham Harbour (see yesterday’s notes for these). In the 1970s and early
80s a small colony of Golden Orioles used to return each year to woods not far from Butser Hill,
and one year at around this time a male Golden Oriole sang one morning in Emsworth
Harbour, but those days are long gone!
Kevin Stouse led a HOS walk around the external circuit of Titchfield Haven this morning during
which they saw a Barn Owl out .in mid-morning and heard a Grasshopper Warbler as well as
the expected Cetti’s. Another good sighting there was a flock of around 50 House Martins +++
I spent the morning with the Friends of Hollybank Wood walking their patch just north of
Emsworth. The expected Buzzard was heard and seen but less expected was Goldcrest and
Mistle Thrush Song.
SAT 26 APR
Sussex had three good birds today - the most unexpected was a reported Red Rumped Swallow
at Arlington Reservoir (north west of Beachy Head). The other two rarities were both in the
Pagham Harbour area - at the Severals, west of Church Norton, a Golden Oriole was heard
singing, and on the shingle island just inside and west of the harbour entrance a Kentish Plover
was seen - this bird arrived there yesterday (maybe looking for Pilsey Island in Chichester
Harbour where they seem to turn up each year) +++
Elsewhere in Sussex today a Hoopoe was seen flying out to sea from Bexhill, a Merlin was over
Widewater at Lancing near the mouth of the River Adur, and a Whinchat was recorded at
Selsey Bill

In the New Forest today Doug Robertson was driving past Beaulieu Road Station when he
noticed a Hobby. Stopping to have a better look he found 8 Hobbies hunting in this area,
perhaps having just flown in as a flock. Groups of this size are not unknown here - on May 5
last year 11 Hobbies were seen together and I think the record still stands at a flock of 19 seen
hunting in this area in a past May. To add to Doug’s enjoyment a male Merlin was also present.
+++
At the Lower Test Marshes today Paul Winter saw singles of both Common and Green Sandpiper,
and two Egrets.
Good news for yesterday (Apr 25) comes from Pulborough Brooks where an estimated 200
House Martins were present - today at the same site there was a count of 150 Swallows.
Earlier news from the Brooks relates to Apr 22 whan a Jack Snipe was seen. +++
From the beach at Worthing , also on Apr 25, Paul Brayshaw noted a Roseate Tern in the stream
of birds moving east - this is the second for this spring. Other birds on Paul’s list included a
single Long-tailed Duck, 170 Whimbrel and 12 Pom Skuas. +++
A single Raven was flying east over the Pevensey area on Apr 25 and on that day 4 Avocet were
logged at Seaford (another tiny indication that their passage is now getting under way).
FRI 25 APR
A Dotterel is reported today (via anonymous pager message and the SOS news webpage) to
have been seen in shingle on the Rye Harbour shore today and this seemed at first to be an
unusually early arrival as Birds of Hampshire shows May 3 to be the earliest date in Hampshire
(about the only thing I have stored in my own memory banks about Dotterel is that they are very
uncommon and can only be seen in Bean Fields in May). +++
Checking recent Sussex Bird Reports I find that this current arrival is not exceptional for Sussex firsts have been recorded on Apr 21 in both 1997 and 1998, while in 2000 a bird seen flying
over only was claimed for Apr 3. Hampshire Bird Reports since the publication of Birds of
Hampshire (1993) also show April records 15/4/96 and 28/4/98. Hampshire has also had an
overwintering bird at Keyhaven, seen from 2/12/94 to 29/1/95. +++
Another important Sussex sighting was overlooked by me in the wealth of reports for the recent
Easter weekend - among Ewan Urquhart’s seawatch list at Splash Point, Seaford, on Easter
Monday (Apr 21) was a single Roseate Tern. Apr 21 may well be the earliest ever Sussex
sighting (I don’t possess a copy of Birds of Sussex) but if not it is certainly a very early date,
equalling Hampshire’s earliest seen by Trevor Carpenter at Gilkicker on 21/4//96 +++
A third unusual sighting from Sussex in today’s news is of an immature Spoonbill which appeared
at Cuckmere Haven yesterday (Apr 24) and is still around. I realize that this is likely to be a
different bird from the one which stayed in the Thorney Island/Emsworth area from Oct 19 last
year to Jan 5 this year but that bird could have found some other local place to hang out for
another couple of months before moving east (being seen at Selsey Bill on Apr 15 and the
Pevensey Levels on Apr 18 en route to Cuckmere). Back in West Sussex an Osprey was over
the River Adur north of Shoreham today.
I have still to see a Swift but an increasing number of reports show that they are now widespread.
Richard Carpenter counted 9 of them over Titchfield Haven today, James Wheeldon had a
group of them over the Hilsea Lines at Portsmouth and Dave Ryves had three over Farlington
Marshes. Yesterday at least five were over the Chichester lakes, another came in over St
Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight and Bob Chapman had the first to be seen at Farlington
Marshes. Two more were at the mouth of the Hamble at Hook and 5 were in the Itchen Valley
(1 at Brambridge and 4 in Winchester) +++
Reed Warblers are also now widespread and one was singing in the Reedbed inside the seawall
at Warblington when I was there this morning (it soon shut up when a Cuckoo landed in a tree
over looking the reeds!). A mile east along the coast Brian Fellows also had the first Reed
Warbler at Emsworth’s Peter Pond and yesterday there were seven at Ttchfield Haven where
Richard Carpenter had the first two for Hampshire on Apr 13. Among a dozen reports of them
since then include their arrival on Thorney Island on Apr 15, at Hook/Warsash on Apr 16,
Farlington Marshes on Apr 19 and by the Itchen at Brambrdge on Apr 21. +++
The third of the recent arrivals that is now fairly common is Lesser Whitethroat, of which one was
at Brownwich near Titchfield Haven today (another was reported at St Catherine’s Point ) and

on Apr 23 one was at Farlington Marshes and 4 in East Sussex at Pett.
A less noticed first arrival was seen by Brian Fellows at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow today - this
was a female Whitethroat, arriving some time later than the males of which one was at
Pulborough Brooks on Apr 6 but the majority came in on Apr 15/16. Brian describes how he
picked out the female, saying .. ‘I watched a pair of Whitethroat displaying north of the
causeway. I had not seen this type of display before, though I found it clearly described in BWP
as the 'pouncing display'. The female I was watching clearly had only recently arrived in Brook
Meadow because the male was highly excited. In the display the male flew several times
around a dead sapling tree where the female was perched, flapping its wings and occasionally
'dive-bombing' her, swerving away just before contact. Meanwhile the female crouched down
and spread and quivered her wings. After about a minute or so of this they both flew off. BWP
says that the male will follow the female around, never leaving her for long.’ +++
I spent my morning walking round the fields of the Warblington Farm on a CBC visit where I only
had one Whitethroat (clearly still waiting for a female to judge by his non-stop scratchy song as
he kept moving around the hedges in his chosen territory). Blackcaps were equally noisy with
males singing in five places but the only other migrants were a couple of Swallows and the
Reed Warbler and Cuckoo I have already mentioned plus one quiet Willow Warbler in the
cemetery (a much louder singing bird was moving up the old rail line behind my house in
Havant on Saturday morning Apr 26). Other items of interest included a hunting male
Sparrowhawk which went past me at waist level within a yard or so of where I was standing - it
was going so fast that the nearby House Sparrows did not have time to register his presence
and sound off any alarm before the hawk was gone. +++
I was quite surprised to see a flock of over 60 Wood Pigeons burst from trees at one point - they
seemed to have replaced the 80 odd Carrion Crows that were on the fields at my last visit
(today the Crows were down to a more normal 18 or so feeding out on the saltings). Three
male Mallard were for the first time unaccompanied by females - presumably with eggs now
close to hatching and reluctant to leave their nests, and a few small flights of Starlings
appeared to have started their annual ‘Berlin airlift’ shuttling non-stop between nests with
young in town houses and the nearby fields where they collect leatherjackets and other
‘domestic shopping items’. Just one Yellowhammer flew over me, so some may have settled
here to nest, and one Med Gull was among the few Black-headed and Herring-gulls in the air
(no ploughing today). The last thing worth a mention about this visit was the total absence of
Egrets (local numbers seem to have dropped a lot in the past week) and, on a more long term
basis, the total absence of Shelduck. Until this year visits to Warblington at this time of year
have normally brought sightings of several pairs of Shelduck on the shore at low tide, and the
noise of pairs display flighting over the fields (flying in a way that causes a loud whistling from
their wingbeats, with the birds sniggering to each other) - today not a single Shelduck (and I
think that has applied to all our visits this spring). I know there are Shelduck nearby on Thorney
Island and in Langstone Harbour, but their ongoing decline seems to have brought them to
‘extinction level’ in the Warblington patch (and I’m sure other sites are not immune from the
same fate).
Other news items for today that are worth a mention come, firstly, from Peter Raby at Stokes Bay
- he had a Black Tern, four Divers (1 Great Northern and 2 Red-throated), a Hobby, two Arctic
Skuas and two Little Gulls with 42 passing Whimbrel (reminding me that one party of 9 went
past Warblington during one of the brief moments that I was looking out over the water from the
fields). At Farlington Marshes Dave Ryves could not see yesterday’s Wood Sandpiper but was
impressed by a Spotted Redshank in more or less complete summer plumage, and looking
across Southampton Water Ian Watts saw 13 Brent in the Dibden Bay area (likely to be
summering birds). At Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter had a single Greenshank and 16
Shelduck (not quite extinct there) with an estimated 20 House Martins overhead, and on the
Slipper Mill Pond at Emsworth the pair of adolescent Swans (still learning about the ‘birds and
bees’) had left an egg on one of the nest platforms with no attempt at a nest - presumably the
female was ‘caught short’. +++
Although not latest news birders who visit Havant Thicket and the Staunton Country Park area
may like to know that an old-favourite Lesser Spotted Woodpecker site there has not been

deserted. This news comes from Emma Humphrys, now Conservation Ranger at the Country
Park, who tells me that one was seen ‘near the lake’ on Mar 24, reminding me that the southern
end of the long avenue reaching north to Havant Thicket used to give you a very good chance
of seeing or at least hearing these birds in the spring.
THU 24 APR
A Wood Sandpiper dropped in at Farlington Marshes today, enabling Bob Chapman to get a good
photo of it which came attached to his latest news bulletin. Presumably this is a genuine
passage bird, and not the bird which was seen by the River Arun in January (second winter
running there), and then may have been the bird which turned up at the Lower Test Marshes
before returning to Pulborough Brooks on Apr 19 (but that too may have been an early
migrant). +++
Today at Farlington the first Swifts for the site appeared, along with the first Whinchat to be seen
there. Leaving aside an odd report of a Whinchat at Ventnor on the Isle of Wight on Mar 23
arrival of these birds seems to have just started with one on the downs near Brighton on Apr 22,
a group of 4 at Pett Level (near Hastings) yesterday, and the Farlington bird today. A Hobby
also came in over the Marshes today, following one seen there on Apr 20. Other birds passing
through today included a Marsh Harrier and a Short-eared Owl plus a surprising find of a Jack
Snipe - 7 Greenshank and 2 Spotted Redshank could still be seen today, as could a Black Tern
in the harbour. Bob also tells us that one of the Black Brant can still be seen with a group of
summering Brent on the RSPB Islands and he thinks a Merlin is still in the area, though he also
thinks the two Long-tailed Duck may have left as they have not been seen since Apr 22.
At Hook (Warsash) what was probably a migrant Common Sandpiper appeared this morning and
at Hurst Spit David Thelwell saw a pair of Garganey, a Marsh Harrier, three Velvet Scoter and
a Guillemot which came close enough to show it was of the ‘bridled’ variety. Rock Pipit were
song flighting in the area and two Ravens flew over. +++
Considering the large number of Avocet that have been wintering in the west country I have been
surprised at the small number of reports of them flying east along the coast or appearing at
coastal sites, so a mention that one was seen at Seaford (near Beachy Head) today while two
flew in off the sea at Hill Head gives me fresh hope that they will soon be seen passing in their
tens or perhaps hundreds. Trevor Carpenter saw the two at Hill Head, where (despite small
groups of passage Eider continuing to appear on seawatching lists) 62 Eider were still on the
sea, making me wonder if they will stay there right through the summer (that has happened
once before with 75 summering in Chichester Harbour). Another bird giving relative few
sightings in the Solent is Fulmar, but I see that Peter Morrison saw 4 from Hill Head today,
while Gary Calderwood saw one at Stokes Bay. +++
Two other sightings which interest me are of Black-tailed Godwit - today Trevor Carpenter
counted 53 flying out of Titchfield Haven and Bob Marchant saw 39 at Hook but unfortunately
no one feels interested in giving us an idea of how many there may be elsewhere - particularly
at Farlington Marshes!
Sightings for yesterday that caught my eye included a single Yellow Wagtail seen by Richard Ford
at Farlington Marshes Deeps, and on Apr 22 a count of just two Corn Buntings on the Downs
east of Brighton (near Balsdean Farm) was thought worthy of mention, making it all the more
frustrating to see another note on the SOS news webpage, from Sue and Paul Whitby reporting
sightings in and around their garden at Yapton south of Arundel on the west side of the river,
saying .. ‘We are also lucky to have a healthy number of Corn Buntings (sometimes in the
garden) mostly in the fields adjacent to us and a farmer who appears to be sympathetic to the
cause concerning Skylarks, of which there are good numbers.’ That ‘healthy number’ could be
greater than all the rest of the Corn Buntings left in Sussex ... +++
Finally for today I see that on Apr 21 Richard Ford still had a single Brambling left at Woolmer
Pond
WED 23 APR
Swifts are becoming increasingly numerous with five sightings (of a total of 11 birds) reported
today. John Norton, on the shore at Stokes Bay, Gosport, this morning had a total of four flying
in off the sea with a Hobby (though it was not chasing them), and Derek Hale on the Isle of
Wight had three. Two were seen in the north west New Forest by Mike Rafter, and singles

were seen by Steve Keen at Sway, near Lymington, and by Ian Watts at Winchester. +++
Nightingales are also becoming widespread, and one of the reliable sites close to Havant now has
four birds singing - this is just over the Sussex border at Marlpit Lane (a lane going south from
the Emsworth Common Road as it approaches Funtingdon on the way to Chichester). Barry
Collins heard four singing here this morning while Brian Fellows heard three there last night.
This is also a good place to hear Turtle Doves purring and I hope they will be back there in a
week or so - the first has already been reported from East Sussex. +++
Ring Ouzels are less numerous and there are no guaranteed sites for them in the Havant area,
although one has already been reported from Farlington Marshes on Mar 30, but there is a very
good chance that one was drinking from a bird bath in a Paulsgrove garden at the southern foot
of Portsdown this morning. I heard of this by a phone call from an elderly lady ringing to ask
what the ‘strange bird’ that she had seen from her window might be and describing very clearly
this bird that looked like a Blackbird but has a bold white bib on its breast. She had never heard
of a Ring Ouzel but I was pretty well convinced that it was a female of that species (and not just
another Blackbird with white markings) when she described the bill as being dusky but having a
yellow line along the centre extending from the base to around halfway to the tip. Other
reasons for thinking she might have seen a Ring Ouzel are the time and place - this is the most
likely time to see them in spring (a male arrived on West High Down on the Isle of Wight this
morning), and Portsdown Hill would be a likely stopping off place for a thirsty bird to stop off,
and the bird bath was probably the nearest water to the open hillside where (if I heard the lady
correctly) a group of conservation volunteers were working within sight of her window and no
doubt deterring the bird from landing near them! +++
Another female Ring Ouzel was seen a couple of days ago (Apr 21) near the village of Poynings
at the north foot of the Downs due north of Hove
At the Lower Test Marshes today Paul Winter watched a Marsh Harrier fly north and at Dibden
Bay (further south along Southampton Water) Derek Wilson watched a Red Kite also flying
north though on a line that would take it over Southampton city some way east of the Lower
Test. +++
A single Common Sandpiper was also at the Lower Test and may well have been a migrant - up to
four wintering birds have been on the Itchen in Southampton but I have not heard of any on the
Test. +++
In the Ashley Walk area of the north west New Forest Mike Rafter found the first Hampshire Wood
Warbler of the year - I have only heard of one earlier bird, seen close to Sussex University north
of Brighton on Apr 15
Last Friday (Apr 18) I passed on Eric Davis’ account of the mother Coot apparently trying to kill
her own chicks on Fishbourne Mill Pond (Chichester) and today Eric has sent me on update on
the story. After the two chicks had been evicted from the nest on Good Friday they, or maybe
two further chicks from eggs which had not hatched on Friday, were in the nest being cared for
normally by the mother on Monday, but today the nest was empty when the Coot left it for a
swim and there was no sign of any chicks anywhere in the vicinity.
Another piece of miscellaneous information which I gathered from Hoslist today concerns the
migration of Brent Geese. In my notes for Monday I wrote about the ‘chocolate coloured’
Brent which was known to have covered the 25+ miles from Hengistbury Head to Stokes Bay in
about an hour, maybe less. Since then two further sightings of the bird have been reported,
and knowing these further details David Thelwell today wrote .. ‘The chocolate coloured Brent
passed Hurst at 8.45am with 12 Brent Geese, which ties in with the other times. I measured the
distance between Hengistbury and Selsey, following the line the flock would probably have
taken and reckoned about 42 miles. They took 1.5 hours to make the journey so they must
have been flying at roughly 28 mph. They were flying at a steady, relaxed rate and not in a rush.
I think the wind was light and from the south/southeast. Wonder how far they fly in a day, and
how long to get back to northern Russia?’ Matt Coumb also came up with useful background
information, writing .. ‘The January 2002 copy of the IBIS (Journal of the British Ornithologists'
Union) has the answer to some of your questions. The article concerns dark bellied Brent
Geese whose flight was recorded from Holland to Russia during their spring migration using
Satellite telemetry. This used transmitters stuck to the backs of a number of geese, which were

then tracked by satellite. The longest uninterrupted flight was 1056 km, another was 555 km.
Only 7% of their time was spent flying. About 80% on stop overs. The average speed was 118
km/day. I did some calculations in the margin of the Journal last year and roughly calculated
they were flying at an average of 43.75 mph, approximately 70 km/h. But I must warn you that
maths was never my strong subject !’
With the weather apparently about to deterioriate I made my first BBS visit this morning to SU
7917 (just south of Harting Down) and had a very pleasant outing surrounded by Willow
Warblers and hearing my first Cuckoo. Right at the end of the survey transect I twice heard
what I thought was the distinctive rattle of a distant Lesser Whitethroat but on both occasions it
was distant, brief and followed by a long silence! My confidence was not sufficient to record the
bird, but reading my emails after returning from the outing I see that Barry Collins had his first
three Lesser Whitethroat on Thorney Island yesterday (Apr 22), so it is more than likely that
Lesser Whitethroats are now in the local area. +++
Walking from Harting Down carpark east along the South Downs Way for a short distance before
turning south into the survey area I heard plenty of Skylark song but not a single Meadow Pipit
and walking back over that same area there were none in the usual area but I did see two silent
birds near the carpark - are other people seeing fewer Meadow Pipits than usual in local
breeding areas (or have all our pipits gone off to join the rally which on Apr 15 numbered
367,590 Meadow Pipits passing through a control point in the Netherlands - as reported by
Trevor Carpenter from Birdguides info). In addition to the birds I would normally expect in this
area, including a Marsh Tit, I had a bonus in the form of a Buzzard soaring over South Harting
at eye level to myself on the downs - I was quite surprised to see it as early as 9am on a
morning with a chill east wind and mist still lying in the valley bottoms - I wonder if a nesting
female mate had sent him out early to collect her ‘breakfast in bed?. +++
Mention of Buzzards reminds me that a recent note from John Simons (one of the original
members of the famous ‘Portsmouth Group’ of birders and conservationists) tells me that
Buzzards were not unknown in the Hants/Sussex border area before the great upsurge in
numbers at the end of the 1990s. John remembers that sometime in the 1960s a farmer in the
Compton area (on the Chichester-Petersfield road) told Dave Billett that a pair of Buzzards
were nesting on his land and he wanted advice on how to ensure they survived.
TUE 22 APR
I have mentioned above that Barry Collins had his first Lesser Whitethroats (three of them) on
Thorney Island today - these are the first I have heard of bar one reported from Pulborough
Brooks on Apr 13 (could that have been Ken Hearne’s wintering bird from Worthing deciding to
abandon the peanut feeder and behave normally?) +++
Also today two more single Yellow Wagtails were reported - one flying in at St Catherine’s Point
on the Isle of Wight and the other seen by Bob Marchant at Hook. +++
65 Sanderling were still to be seen at Ryde, and another Red Kite sighting came from the
Hastings area - maybe the one which had been in the Cuckmere Valley area at Selmeston on
the previous day. Another big bird in Sussex on Monday was a White Stork - the second recent
sighting of one in the Publorough Brooks area in the past week.
A good number of birding reports for yesterday (Bank Holiday Monday) have just come in perhaps the longest list being from Ewan Urquhart who spent 15 hours non stop at Seaford’s
Splash Point, giving him a score of 22 Pom Skuas in that one session (compared to the score
of 10 currently giving Owen Mitchell the Selsey ‘Pom King’ leader’s yellow jersey - or whatever
badge goes with that title during the race). Ewan’s most interesting sighting was of 800
Common Gulls (where did they come from?) but maybe he was most proud of 78 Arctic Skuas.
Other items on his list were a Bonxie and and Manx Shearwater plus singles of Red- and
Black-necked Grebe. Run of the mill stuff included 388 Brent, 1669 Common and 60 Velvet
Scoter plus 23 divers and 11 Sanderling (are they beginning to move at last?) +++
The seawatch list from Brighton Marina yesterday was not quite as impressive as Ewan’s but did
have 369 Little Gulls on it (I thought that might be a record but as the first check I made was on
the 2001 Sussex Bird Report, which shows a day total at Brighton of 363 in April of that year, I
realise that such one day wonders are not unknown). The Brighton list also shows that
Bar-tailed Godwit had started to move along the coast - David Thelwell’s score of 15 Bar-tails to

14 Whimbrel at Hurst Spit yesterday morning had become 50 Bar-tails to 40 Whimbrel by the
time the birds reached Brighton! +++
At Beachy Head a female Pied Flycatcher was seen yesterday and apparently the Wryneck was
still there (I remember being shown, probably ten years ago, photos of a Wryneck feeding on
ants in the back garden of a house at Rowlands Castle where it stopped of for a whole week
during one April)
On Thorney Island weekend wader counts gave Barry Collins a total of 262 Black-tailed Godwits,
plus 21 Greenshank. Also there were 21 Med Gulls, 15 of them adults presumably waiting for
the signal to descend on the Langstone Harbour Islands and start nesting (I don’t think any
gulls nest on Stakes Island at the southern tip of Thorney Island nowadays). +++
Brian Fellows tells me that a pair of ‘first time nesting’ Swans have recently built themselves a
nest, made entirely of rubbish, in the southwest corner of the Emsworth Millpond. I doubt it will
come to anything but will act as an object lesson to hundreds of people who walk around that
area that Swans are not instinctively good parents - they seem to require several years of trail
and error practice before they eventually learn their nest building and parenting skills. The use
of rubbish for the nest is not necessarily a sign of inexperience - a regular nest site on the
‘dockside’ of the Vosper Thorneycroft ship-building establishment in Paulsgrove Lake of
Portsmouth Harbour had a successful pair of Swans raising young there for several years and
their nest was always built of waste paper from the drawing offices, while their diet featured
Ham Sandwiches supplied by office workers.
A final note for today comes from Mike Wall who says that a flock of 85 Golden Plover could be
seen in the Ibworth area, north west of Basingstoke, last Thursday (Apr 18). Unlike the winter
of 2001/2002 when big flocks of Golden Plover were a daily sight in the Basingstoke area there
have been far fewer to be seen this winter.
MON 21 APR
The first Grasshopper Warbler of the year was heard today at the mouth of the River Hamble, in
reedbeds at Hook just south of Warsash. This news came from Peter Morrison who lives in
Warsash and had what was probably a second bird in his garden on Tuesday morning (Apr 22).
This must be one of the very few migrants that seems to have chosen Hampshire in preference
to Sussex as its point of arrival in Britain. +++
Hampshire had another good bird today - a female Serin which spent some time feeding with
Greenfinch in the pony fields between the Sinah Warren stables and the south east shore of
Langstone Harbour. I heard of this from Alistair Martin who had in turn heard of it from Simon
Wright, the presumed finder of the bird (though I cannot be sure of that). As this was not just a
flyover I wonder if it will emulate the female which was reported on at least 13 occasions
between Feb 21 and Apr 3 near the Newhaven Tide Mills in Sussex (and for all I know is still
there). I knew that Serin was a relatively common bird just across the channel in France but
until checking its status here in Birds of Hampshire I had not realised that it is only a summer
visitor to northern France, so this was presumably an overshoot (and maybe the ‘wintering bird’
at Newhaven was suffering from a reversed mental compass that has sent it north rather than
south last autumn?)
In telling me about the Serin Alistair Martin also told me that around a dozen Little Terns were
flying over the Hayling Oysterbeds today, probably the first to reach the site this year, and that
House Martins were over Sinah Lake today. +++
Another first for the year for Hampshire was a Swift seen yesterday (Apr 20) by Ian Pibworth at
Testwood Lakes near Totton (Ian says he saw one Swift on about six occasions during the day
- he thinks they were all the same bird but is not sure). Today Colin Bates saw what may have
been the same Swift some five or six miles north east of the Testwood Lakes over the River
Itchen at Brambridge (Eastleigh), possibly associating with the same crowd of hirundines which
Ian saw but only noted as .. ‘hirundines everywhere’ .. Colin estimated their numbers as 75+
House Martins, 25+ Sand Martins and 20+ Swallows. +++
Colin’s other sightings today included Reed, Sedge and Cetti’s Warblers. Ian Pibworth yesterday
(during another of his dawn to dusk watches over Testwood Lakes) had two Yellow Wagtails
flying north, 6 Green Sandpiper and a Hobby. Rain in the late afternoon brought an early end
to the session but before he left he saw at least 48 Fieldfare.

Some very good seawatching lists were compiled today all along the Hampshire and Sussex
coast. At Hurst Spit (west end of the Solent) David Thelwell was the first to see Whimbrel (14)
and Bar-tailed Godwit (15) in roughly equal numbers (on Apr 16 Trevor Carpenter asked where
the Bar-tails had got to this year - Whimbrel have been moving in small flocks since Apr 11 but
David’s report today is the first to record one of the Bar-tail flocks which usually accompany
them). David also had 35 Brent plus one Pale-Bellied Brent, 3 Red-throated and 1
Black-throated Diver, 140 Common Scoter, 1 Pomarine Skua and 4 Little Gulls plus singles of
Marsh Harrier, Hobby and Peregrine (the latter probably a local resident). +++
At Stokes Bay Trevor Carpenter had a total of 93 Brent including a pale bird looking chocolate
brown rather than black - this oddity had been noted as it passed Hengistbury Head at 8:15am
and must have passed Stokes Bay, about 25 miles further east, before 9:30am when Trevor
ended his stint (I imagine that Brent have no difficulty in maintaining a speed of 30 mph ). While
on the subject of times the reason why Trevor saw more Brent than did David is that Trevor
started his watch at 06:30 while David had much further to travel and did not reach Hurst until
07:50. Other birds on Trevor’s list were 16 Common Scoter, 3 Pom and 4 Arctic Skuas, 14
Little Gulls, 1 Little Tern, 79 Sandwich and 238 Common Terns. +++
St Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight gave Derek Hale 2 Manx Shearwater (the first of the
season), 3 Black-throated Divers and some 30 Common Scoter, 7 Arctic, 2 Pom and 2 Great
Skuas, more than 15 Little Gulls but few terns (6 Sandwich and 16 Commic). +++
Selsey Bill had one Great Northern Diver, 18 Velvet Scoter, 4 Poms and 8 Arctic Skuas but lots
more birds were seen at Splash Point, Seaford, including 100 Little Gulls, a Manx Shearwater,
8 Black-throated Divers and 54 Velvet Scoter plus 34 Arctic Skuas, 20 Poms and 3 Bonxies.
+++
Off Beachy Head the total of Little Gulls peaked at 120 and they had a Manx Shearwater, 14 Pom
Skuas and 5 Bonxies. A Wryneck was again at Beachy Head with a Redstart, and 25
Crossbills were recorded at Leonardslee Gardens (on the road south from Horsham to
Henfield)
Inland records for Hampshire came from the far-ranging Graham Osborne who was today in the
Longmoor area near Liss to the northeast of Petersfield, enjoying two pairs of Woodlark, at
least six Stonechat, one Tree Pipit and 4 Dartford Warblers before he went the short distance
north to Woolmer Pond to enjoy (?) four Greylag Geese, a male Redstart and a female Siskin
(seen independently, not in a strange union)
News for yesterday (Apr 20) has as the star bird a Black Kite seen in the Hurst area near
Lymington by Marc Moody. Sussex may have had another Puffin off Brighton Marina but the
wind was too strong to be sure if the ‘only two Puffins per year’ rule had been broken this year
(one was seen there on Mar 20 and another on Mar 30, and Sussex has had just two Puffins in
each year from 1995 to 2002). On the marina arms a total of six Purple Sandpiper were seen.
+++
On Saturday (Apr 19) a White Stork was reported to have flown by Pulborough Brooks where one
was reported on both Mar 19 and 20. Since then reports have come from West Wellow in
Hampshire on Mar 26, Crawley in Sussex on Mar 31, and Hastings on Apr 12. +++
Also reported at Pulborough on Apr 19 was a Wood Sandpiper - maybe a genuine if rare passage
bird or maybe one that has been wintering in southern England (records from the River Arun in
January and the River Test on Mar 23).
PLANTS
SUN 27 APR
A walk in the Hollybank Woods, on the northern edge of Emsworth, today added Field Madder (in
pavement edge grass outside the woods), Wood Speedwell and Three-veined Sandwort to my
year list. I also saw several more flowering plants of Dove’s Foot Cranesbill, a first example of
the really deep blue flowers of Germander Speedwell and a single flower of Wood Avens.
Wood Millet was spreading its panicle branches but the florets were not yet open whereas one
plant of Pendulous Sedge was in flower. Best find in the woodland was a patch of Solomon’s
Seal in flower not far from the Early Purple Orchids we had come to see.
At the Brook Meadow site, also in Emsworth, Brian Fellows found both Divided and Distant Sedge

in flower, along with the first Cock’s Foot grass and what Brian thinks is Tall Fescue.
SAT 26 APR
As early as March 6 I remarked that plants of American Winter-cress had re-appeared here in
Havant in the Townend House carpark alongside the Museum, but I see that I did not note the
date on which they started flower (at least two weeks ago). Today I pased them (they are
unmissable at the foot of the slope as you come down into the carpark on ether side of the cycle
track going north under the road bridge) and then, at the far end of the old rail track where there
are now ornamental Level Crossing gates, I found the normal Winter-cress (aka Yellow
Rocket), so if anyone wants to compare the two species (in particular their upper stem leaves)
this short section of the Billy Line gives you a chance to do so. +++
Also in the patch of disturbed ground behind the Level Crossing gates what I feel sure is Eastern
Rocket is now full grown and in fresh flower - it is growing alongside Hedge Mustard for
comparison, and it has long untoothed leaves (the lower ones having a strongly hastate base)
and large yellow flowers reminding me of Perennial Wall-rocket
FRI 25 APR
Wandering round the fields of Warblington Castle Farm this morning I found my first open panicle
of Elder Flower, and in a couple of fields Meadow Foxtail flowerheads were fuzzy with extruded
anthers. Right at the end of my round I came on a bush of Bittersweet Nightshade in flower,
and on my way between Havant Old Town Hall and the Pook Lane footbridge over the A27 I
found a mass of Ramsons (Wild Garlic) flowering in a garden beside the ‘twitchel’ footpath
which is also now lined (especially at the Pook Lane end) with a magnificent display of Shining
Cranesbill, some of the flower covered clumps being around 50cm high. That Cranesbill was
not a first for the year, nor was a single plant of Doves Foot Cranesbill - it was the first that I
have seen this year but the Havant Wildlife Group found this plant flowering at Fort
Cumberland, Eastney, on Apr 12. +++
While at Warblington I noticed a single white bud opening on White Campion but it was not yet
open and my take as long to do so as the Ox Eye Daisies which still remain in bud. In the wet
SSSI marshy field I collected a couple of small sedges that hed started flowering - but I have
not yet identified them. +++
Richard Carpenter at Browndown, west of Gosport, today found both Thrift and Sea Campion in
flower, probably by now making a good show unlike the few flowers of each I noticed on South
Hayling as early as Mar 6.
THU 24 APR
Titchfield Haven had Yellow Flag and Hogweed in flower today, seen by Richard Carpenter along
with the first flowers on Rowan trees. +++
At Emsworth Brian Fellows had the first flowers on White Clover but queried whether he had seen
Common Vetch - I’m not sure what his concern was with this plant but I have found plenty of it
flowering in the past few days since my first at the Portsmouth IBM site on Apr 19. Another
plant on Brian’s list was Lesser Trefoil which he carefully checked to see if it had fewer than 20
flowers per flowerhead but he does not mention the hairiness of the leaves - I am not doubting
his identification but at this time of the year, when plants take you by surprise, it is possible to
mix up Black Medick and Lesser Trefoil even though they look very different in the books!
WED 23 APR
Today Richard Carpenter found his first Bird’s Foot Trefoil in flower at the Swanwick HWT Nature
Reserve on the banks of the Hamble river, and in the same note he tells me of two flowering
plants which I have not yet seen. - yesterday at Brownwich, just west of Titchfield Haven, he
found newly flowering Large Bittercress and on Friday he found a Comfrey in flower by the
Canal Path running up the west side of Titchfield Haven but he does not say if it was the
Common or the Russian species. On Easter Sunday Richard also found Spring Beauty
flowering on the shore in the Warsash/Hook area
MON 21 APR
A plant of Nipplewort in flower by the Langbrook stream where it passes the Havant Tesco store
was not much of a Bank Holiday record but I did see Cornsalad flowering both where Gwynne
Johnson had found it last week in the East Pallant carpark but also in the roadside of Town Hall
Road where it will soon be sprayed with weedkiller (at least that was its fate there last year).

+++
Two recent sightings that I have not yet reported are of Glaucous Sedge on Portsdown seen
sometime recently by John Goodspeed (I also saw it on the IBM site at the foot of that hill on
Saturday but forget to mention it), and an even vaguer report of Greater Celandine in flower
which came (I think) verbally from Gwynne Johnson and was maybe seen in the Soberton area
-- the location is not too important for this widespread plant and the date is not unusual for this
first Poppy of the year.
INSECTS

SUN 27 APR
A windy and not very warm morning for a walk in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth did not
promise much in the way of insects and the only butterfly was a single Speckled Wood but we
did find some interest in a couple of Long-horn moths (I think Adela reamurella) Their long
antennae showed they were male and they fact there were only two and that they were not
‘dancing’ round a bush probably meant they were the first on the scene and waiting for
company to join them.
Another find - independent of the weather - was a last year’s bramble stem gall from which we
could see by a number of pin-prick holes that new insects had emerged. This would seem to
be the work of a relatively uncommon gall wasp called Diastrophus rubi. The long cylindrical
swelling of the bramble stem was some 7cm long and must have housed a fair number of
young wasp grubs in a sort of ‘high rise apartment block’
Recent news that is now on the Butterfly Conservation website tells me that Maurice Opie at
Funtley (Fareham) had the first Pine Hawkmoth of the year, along with the first Chinese
Character, at his trap on Thurday night (Apr 24) +++
At Magdalen Hill Down yesterday a few Small Heath and one Green Hairstreak were seen by a
party led by Phil Budd, and on Apr 23 (in warmer weather) Anne McCue found (among other
butterflies) 6 Duke of Burgundy at Noar Hill and, at Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley, a single
male Common Blue as well as 5 Small Heath, 15 Dingy Skippers and 20 Green Hairstreaks.
+++
Just one more Large Red Damselfly was seen on Apr 23 - at Pulborough Brooks RSPB reserve.
SAT 26 APR
Yesterday’s rain meant that there were no local insect reports on the internet, but sunshine this
morning gave me a couple of sightings that are probably only of interest to myself - a female
Green-veined White and a female Orange Tip. The latter was resting on a great mass of Garlic
Mustard close to the north end of the the Hayling Billy trail here in Havant while the latter was
visiting a variety of flowers in a grassy area.
THU 24 APR
Although Mark Litjens found Large Red Damselflies both in the Alver Valley and at Titchfield
Haven on Apr 18 I have heard of no other sightings since - I would have expected reports from
various garden ponds given the warm weather - and today Richard Carpenter at Titchfield
Haven only saw one of these insects. No doubt the majority of the damselflies have decided to
to wait a bit before emerging.
Yesterday brought a report of a Hummingbird Hawkmoth sighting from Torquay in Devon but this
may not be the precursor of a migrant invasion as we have already had one burst of sightings of
this moth from Hertfordshire and Middlesex in the middle of March which came to nothing, and
there was a report of one apparently hibernating in a hospital at Brighton on Jan 10 (all these
courtesy of Steve Nash’s Migrant Moth news website.
WED 23 APR
The first Small Copper to be seen by Barry Collins on Thorney Island only appeared today, and
Paul Boswell also had a personal first in the form of a Dark Sword-grass migrant moth, but that
also was not a first for the year, even in Hampshire where just one was reported at Barton on
sea on Mar 29. +++
Nationwide 50 finds of Dark Sword-grass have been reported for this year on Steve Nash’s
migrant moth website, the first having been seen in the Scilly Isles on Jan 13. While checking
this I noticed that a considerable number of Red Admirals and Painted Ladies have been

added to Steve’s list in his latest update and it may be of interest to know that he has records
for this year of 35 Red Admirals, 21 Painted Ladies, 2 Clouded Yellows and 14 Silver Y
(Gamma) moths
TUE 22 APR
Today brought Barry Collins his first Green-veined Whites of the year (7 of them) on Thorney
Island where he says Speckled Woods are currently doing very well. His list for today also had
Holly Blue, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell and Small White.
It seems there was a Bank Holiday extravaganza of moths last night, especially in the Fareham
area where Maurice Opie’s trap brought him five new moths for the year (all firsts for
Hampshire). These were Puss Moth, Lesser Swallow Prominent, Shuttle-shaped Dart, Waved
Umber and the Muslin moth. He also had four examples of the Brimstone moth which I
mentioned as a probable local find here in Havant a few days earlier.
On Sunday evening (Apr 20) Paul Boswell in Greywell recorded the first Hawk Moth of the year for
Hampshire - a Poplar Hawk
MON 21 APR
In my notes for Good Friday I was carried away with the number of butterflies on the wing and
overlooked Adrian Hoskins find of the first Ruby Tiger moth that day (I think on Kingley Vale).
Although quite a bit smaller than the unmissable Cream-spot Tiger that will soon appear, and
the Garden Tiger that follows it, the Ruby Tiger is quite large and colourful enough to attract the
attention of the normal naturalist and is worth keeping an eye out for - as its larvae feed on
docks, dandelions and plantains its habitat is not restricted to special sites. Last year the first
was found at Chichester by Sarah Patton as early as Apr 2, but the next report (from Phil Budd
at Magdalen Hill Down near Winchester) was on Apr 18, the same date as Adrian’s find this
year. +++
I also overlooked two more of Adrian’s Good Friday moth finds, both of which could be spotted by
the average butterfly enthusiast. One was of the first of the long-horn moths whose males
flutter in clouds around a bush in woodland like a swarm of George Formby impersonators
‘waiting by the lamp-post at the corner of the street until a certain little lady comes by’ - this was
Adela reamurella. The other was Pyrausta purpuralis which is more likely to be seen singly,
resting like a minature butterfly with wings spread flat to absorb the sunlight. Looking this one
up I realise that, while I was familiar with what I call the ‘Mint Moth’ (Pyrausta aurata) which
often comes to mint plants in the garden in the early summer, I had not taken in the fact that
there are seven different Pyrausta species and that two of them are very close look-alikes.
Michael Chinery (Collins Guide to Insects) happens to illustrate P. aurata which as its name
implies has bright bands of gold colour across its rear wings, but does not illustrate the
commoner but slightly less colourful P. purpuralis which has off-white bands across its rear
wing. +++
I have also heard from Adrian Hoskins an answer to the question I raised in my notes for last
Thursday (Apr 17) as to the whereabouts of Drayton Down (where the first Common Blue of
2002 was seen). Adrian tells me there is a Drayton Down just west of East Meon (on the east
side of Hen Wood which is south east of West Meon)
Just two people reported butterfly finds for today. One was Alan Thornbury who was back in
Botley Woods but could only find 4 Grizzled Skippers plus Orange Tip and Speckled Wood.
The other was once again Adrian Hoskins who did much better (with 8 butterfly species) on
Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley (right across the valley from Old Winchester Hill). Among the 8
species were 5 Green Hairstreaks, 2 Dingy Skippers and a Holly Blue plus two Commas and a
Peacock, both of which seem to be now diminishing in numbers since their massive
emergence from hibernation from Mar 13 onward.
Looking at Lawrence Holloway’s website for his recent sightings I see that his garden in the
Aldwick area of Bognor has attracted very colourful but unwanted Lily Beetles last week and
that on Apr 16 he noted his first Helophilus hoveflies (some species of which are distinguished
by having bright yellow lines running along the length of the thorax as well as yellow patches on
the abdomen)
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 26 APR
The Havant Wildlife Group found an odd selection of corpses when they visited the Hollybank
Woods north of Emsworth today. Most puzzling was the 12 inch long body of a fish found on
dry ground though not far from the small stream which acts as the Sussex county border here.
The people who found it thought it may have been dropped by a gull visiting the nearby rubbish
tip but my own guess would be that a Heron caught it somewhere close at hand (perhaps in the
stream) but dropped the still struggling fish as it (the Heron) was flying over the trees (which
would make landing to recapture the fish very difficult for the large winged Heron). +++
A less puzzling corpse was that of half a slowworm which could have been the victim of several
predators ranging from Buzzard to Badger (in a town the most likely culprit is a cat, but that
would leave tell-tale pinprick claw marks in the body). From Richard Carpenter’s find of several
Slow-worms in Botley Woods on Apr 8 we know these Lizards are now active so the find of the
corpse and a live Slow-worm were not exceptional for the time of year +++
Going back to the dead fish I wonder if there could be any connection between it and something I
found in the same bit of woodland recently - near the county boundary stream there is a large
piece of fishing net (a scrap from a seafishing net) lying in a tangle on the ground and with it are
perhaps a dozen metre long bamboo canes of the sort used by gardeners. The collection
suggests that someone had been using them for some form of trapping but I cannot imagine
what they were after (maybe a Heffalump trap left by Winnie the Pooh?)
FRI 25 APR
We have recently seen on TV some ghastly pictures of dead snakes following heath fires in
Dorset, and I know that such fires kill many wild creatures, but I also had an impression that in
many cases, when the fire races rapidly across the ground, such creatures as Snakes and
Lizards (which have underground hideaways to which they regularly retreat when they feel our
heavy footsteps approaching) can often survive in these shelters, unlike the plants and
caterpillars, etc which have no way of evading the fire. A message today from Emma
Humphrys, Conservation Ranger at the Staunton Country Park here in Havant, tells me that
she has recently seen a Common Lizard emerge among the ashes of the grassy Thicket Lawn
area south west of the lake (and close to Leigh Park housing!) after a fire there. Grass Snakes
have also been seen there recently, and it is ideal habitat for them with much damp grassland
and the large lake in which their prey items can flourish. The ditches crossing the Gipsies
Plain, the open area south of Havant Thicket, also have a thriving population of Grass Snakes
(with plenty of Adders in the heathland of the Thicket).

BIRDS

WEEK 16 APR 14 - 20

SUN 20 APR
The first Turtle Dove was in Beckley Woods, north east of Hastings today (with a Nightingale) and
two more Swifts were seen over the Weir Wood reservoir to the east of Crawley. Derek Hale at
St Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight probably saw another Swift but did not have a good
enough view to be certain, though he was sure of a single Corn Bunting in the Whale Chine
area and heard a report of four Black-necked Grebe off Castlehaven (a bay immediately east of
St Catherine’s Point - on the latest map it is marked as Reeth Bay)
Local Havant area news for today comes from Brian Fellows who had a peep into the Emsworth
Peter Pond Swan nest and found five eggs.
SAT 19 APR
At least one Yellow Wagtail and a White Wagtail had been seen by ‘anon’ at Farlington Marshes
when Will Walmsley went there today. Will himself found Reed Warblers had arrived (the first
I have heard of them there though they arrived elsewhere in south Hampshire, and on Thorney
Island and the Isle of Wight, on Apr 15 or 16, and two were at Titchfield Haven by Apr 13).
Whimbrel, Greenshank and Spotted Redshank were seen by Will as were those two
Long-tailed Ducks that are still in the harbour.
FRI 18 APR
Single Wrynecks were seen today at both Beachy Head and Hastings - as far as I know the first to

reach England. Nightingales on the other hand are now numerous with reports of five singing
at Pulborough Brooks and one near Lewes today plus (yesterday) one at Burgess Hill, one
near Hurstpierpoint and one by the Medina estuary on the Isle of Wight. Prior to these at least
five had been singing in Hampshire and Sussex starting last Sunday (Apr 13) and a silent bird
was at Cuckmere Haven as early as Apr 6. +++
To show that winter is not over (as if we needed any reminding as I write this on Easter Saturday!)
Lyn Boswell came on 60 Fieldfare in the Greywell area near Basingstoke today, while off the
Lymington marshes Colin Allen saw 70 Eider, 30 of them full males, on the Solent, though he
did remark that despite the continuing presence of many Teal there he could see no Brent at all
+++
Other miscellaneous sightings today include more than six Common Tern over Fleet Pond with, in
the Pennington area near Lymington, six Little Terns (still no news of any in Langstone
Harbour), 11 Knot, 10 Bar-tailed Godwit and 30+ Black-tailed. Three more Little Tern were
seen at Stokes Bay with three Black Terns (and the ‘resident’ flock of Sanderling which
numbered 53 today). +++
In Sussex two summer plumaged Dunlin were at Pulborough Brooks and 6 Corn Bunting (fast
becoming rarities as breeding birds in the county) were at West Hove Golf Course. A Garden
Warbler singing by the Weir Wood reservoir near Crowborough was only the third I have heard
of this year, but that total became four or five when I saw that John Simons now has two singing
in his home area at Dean Lane End just north of Rowlands Castle (he had one there earlier).
At Fishbourne, just outside Chichester at the furthest point of Chichester Harbour from the sea,
there is a typical village pond by the roadside crowded with Mallard waiting to be fed by young
children, but today this placid scene almost become the setting for an avian version of a
Midsomer Murder plot as a mother Coot got her emotions totally confused. Eric Davis sent me
the news and he tells the tale in these words .. ‘For the past few years Coots have built a nest
on a floating platform in the Millpond and they have been successful. This year a pair rebuilt a
nest and the female has been sitting, presumably incubating her eggs. Today (18.04.03) I
could see one chick alongside the female who, whilst still sitting, attacked the chick whenever it
moved, then did the same to a second chick. She continued attacking both chicks by grabbing
their heads until both were ejected from the nest. Whilst this was going on the male Coot came
to the nest twice and gave food to his mate who ate it. When one chick tried to climb back into
the nest the female grabbed it and tossed it so that it landed on the platform and rolled into the
water. The chick was just about able to swim but the wind carried it across the pond and it
disappeared under a bank. On looking back to the platform the other chick was missing and the
female was tidying up her nest. Before leaving I noted the male attending to one of the chicks
on the pond.’ Has anyone seen similar attempts by Coots to murder their own offspring?
In connection with this Coot behaviour I was at the IBM Lake for the WeBS count on Saturday
(Apr 19) before getting round to writing up these notes, and I found two newly hatched Coot
families there. One family were only seen distantly across the lake but appeared to be
behaving normally - both parents were on the water with several chicks, seemingly feeding
them. The other family was seen much more closely, again all were on the water (so the
mother would have got over the unexpected shock of motionless eggs suddenly becoming
wriggling chicks which might be confused with predators or parasites). As I came in sight too
close for their comfort one parent led two chicks into the shelter of some reeds but the other
parent made loud aggressive noises and seemed to attack one of the other three chicks,
driving them away from him, after which he seemed happy to swim off after his mate and to
abandon the chicks - I realise that he might have been just hurrying the chicks into the nearest
shelterand then going off in the opposite direction as a decoy. +++
While at the IBM Lake I counted 14 pairs of Canada Geese, three of them with nests on which one
parent was sitting, and my worst fears are that all 14 pairs produce six goslings, thus burdening
the world with 112 Canada Geese where there are now already 28 too many! Luckily there are
foxes resident on site. One of the Canada Goose pairs with a nest gave rise to an interesting
drama while I was there. The story of this is that, in addition to the resident pair of Swans now
sitiing on a nest at the west end of the lake another pair of Swans was present today, on the
water around the ‘twin peaks’ promontory near the eastern end of the lake. One pair of Canada

Geese have a nest near a tiny reed bed on the west side of this promontory and one goose was
sitting tight on this nest with its mate on the water close by. As I approached the area from one
direction so did the Swans from another and one of the Swans seemed to take an instant
dislike to the goose on the water, chasing it this way and that all the time I was in the area. The
goose would not abandon the nest area and I could not wait to see the outcome. This
interaction may have been partly sparked off by another pair of Canada Geese on the east side
of the promontory, from where the Swans had come (and I did not see how they behaved on
that side). All I do know is that when I got to that side a male Canada Goose came racing
across the water towards me, climbed out and made as if to drive me off (he wasn’t quite that
brave but when I turned my back on him he came racing towards me to see me off and I had to
turn back and tell him to ‘be off’!) Perhaps this goose had had a go at the invading Swans and
provoked them into an anti-goose state, or perhaps they had set on him and he was getting his
own back on me?? +++
Also seen on the IBM Lake today was one adult Great Crested Grebe, 3 late Teal and ten pairs of
Tufted Duck. A few Sand Martins were skimming the surface and single Cormorant and Heron
were present but I did not see the juvenile Little Grebe which Kevin Stouse saw there recently
although I encountered at least four separate adults. The Kestrels seem to have abandoned
the site this year.
THU 17 APR
Every time I think that Merlins have left the south coast to return to their moorland breeding areas
another one turns up somewhere and today the SOS news webpage reports two at Beachy
Head, perhaps returning from wintering much further south? Other late departing winter birds
were 8 Song Thrushes seen in the Dean Lane End area today, heading east. +++
More timely passage birds today included a Pomarine Skua heading east through the Solent,
seen by David Thelwell at Hurst Spit. David’s other sightings included a Red-throated Diver, 42
Common Scoter, 5 Little Gulls, 2 Little Terns and a single Fulmar. At St Catherine’s Point on
the Isle of Wight 30 Little Gulls and 143 Common Scoter were reported, along with 2
Black-throated Divers and 2 Bonxies (Great Skuas) plus a Serin. On the north coast of the Isle
of Wight an Osprey was in Newtown Harbour with at least 30 Med Gulls and 45 Black-tailed
Godwit. Another 22 Blackwits were in Yarmouth Harbour on the Island, and co-incidentally
there were 45 at Titchfield Haven (plus one Bar-tail) when Stephen Graham was there. +++
Stephen Graham tells me that the ‘wipe board’ at Titchfield Haven had a count of 50 Brent Geese
and 70 Eider on it but if that board is similar to the sightings board at Farlington Marshes there
is no guarantee that the birds on it were seen on the day (or even week) when you look at it!
The count of 70 Eider fits neatly with the count reported at Pennington on Friday (see notes
above) and gives a further boost to the theory that Eider move daily from one end of the Solent
to the other, but the 50 Brent do not appear in any other reports for today - the only count was
of 13 going east past Stokes Bay, seen by Bob Marchant today. +++
At Woolmer Pond the lone Little Gull was still present today, apparently opting out of the major
passage up channel. In addition to those mentioned above (in the west Solent and south of the
Isle of Wight) watchers at Selsey Bill saw 19, plus a Short-eared Owl, 2 Arctic Skuas and
another of the famous Selsey Serins (the fact that one was seen on the Isle of Wight today
shows that they do appear elsewhere in Britain, though not with the regularity of the sightings at
Selsey).
News for yesterday on the SOS webpage includes an interesting note from Peter Edmonds at
Wisborough Green (in the north of the Arun valley near Billingshurst) who writes .. ‘I have been
watching out for the arrival of House Martins in Wisborough Green over the past week or so.
Today (Apr 16) I was working in the front garden and again no sign until noon when three
swooped in over the house from the south, turned together after about 100 metres and each
flew up to the nest that has remained since last year under the eaves of the house next door.
We await further developments!’ When I moved into our house in Havant back in 1967 we had
at least four House Martin nests each summer but I cannot recall how many years ago it was
that they ceased to return here (though they have not entirely deserted the Havant area). +++
Also in the Sussex news for yesterday is a report of a Hobby over Henfield and of Greenshank
passing through Pulborough Brooks - there were four there on Apr 16, seven on Apr 15 and two

on Apr 14.
A brief cycle trip to northwest Thorney Island today gave me my very first Sedge Warbler and
Whitethroat song, with my first Sandwich Tern in Prinsted Bay. At the west end of the Thorney
Great Deeps some 20 Shelduck were gathered. +++
Just too late for my last update was news from Tony Gutteridge of a close view of a pair of Red
Kite displaying ‘somewhere in the Chichester area’ yesterday. Maybe it will not be long before
these birds, like Buzzards, become a commonplace sight along the south coast as they have
been for some years now in the Chilterns area.
WED 16 APR
Black Terns have arrived on the south coast roughly on the average date they are expected in
Sussex but about a week early then the Hampshire average, the first of the season being seen
at Stokes Bay at Gosport by Trevor Carpenter yesterday morning. Two were also seen at
Shoreham yesterday, and today five flew past Brighton. There is a reference in today’s
messages to a report of one having been at Woolmer pond but I have no further details of that
(maybe it went out on the pagers?) and it could not be seen by Andy Jones when he went to
look for it yesterday evening though he did find 2 Whimbrel there - the first non-coastal one of
the season?) +++
Swifts have also reached the Sussex coast ahead of expectation (but not setting any records - the
earliest ever in Sussex is noted as Apr 7, and in Hampshire as Apr 8). The first Swift was at
Selsey Bill on Apr 14, and a second for the year was over the River Adur today in the valley
worn through the Downs between Steyning and Shoreham. +++
Pied Flycatcher is another welcome arrival with one seen today by Dave Pearson in Carpenters
Down Woods close to the Chinehan Business Park on the northern fringe of Basingstoke - that
was a day later than the average Hampshire arrival and four days behind the only one to be
reported from Sussex so far (that bird was seen on Apr 13 on the north west fringe of Hastings)
Seawatchers are still enjoying their mornings on the coast and Trevor Carpenter’s report from
Stokes Bay at Gosport today includes a total of 93 Whimbrel going east but Trevor is surprised
at the absence (so far) of substantial flocks of Bar-tailed Godwit which usually choose the same
time as the Whimbrel to make their move - maybe they will appear later but I have the
impression that there have been fewer Bar-tails than usual wintering on the south coast this
year. +++
Still sitting tight on the water of the east Solent were at least 48 Eider seen by Trevor Carpenter
this afternoon, and yesterday the Nw Forest RSPB group counted 49 Eider on the water off the
Normandy section of the Lymington Marshes, reminding me that there was no published
conclusion to the recent attempt to check if the Hill Head birds spent their nights roosting at
Lymington - the neat correlation of these two counts maybe suggests that there is only one
flock of around 50 where there had been a total of 191 on Mar 14. +++
Maybe those Eider will not be with us much longer as Peter Raby saw 19 fly east past Stokes Bay
this morning, after the Normandy count but well before Trevor’s count (thus probably
invalidating my attempt to the correlate the 49 and 48 figures!). Also in the Stokes Bay area this
morning 94 Turnstone landed on the beach, helping to confirm my impression that they are not
thinking of heading for the arctic yet - despite temperatures here there would be little chance of
survival if they did arrive now. Both Brent (37) and Common Scoter (16) were on the move
east.
Three more Pomarine Skuas flew past Splash Point at Seaford this morning, and I see that Owen
Mitchell, one of those who saw a party of four Poms passing Selsey Bill on Monday (Mar 14)
commented .. ‘Well, Poms are on the move so I had to put in some hours. I did from 0630 1730, a straight 11 hours!! The Selsey Pom King race is officially on, and would you believe
there are 9 joint leaders, all on 4, with some of the usual contenders caught out and completely
absent. The 4 Poms passed the Bill at 0900 at fairly close range, all with full tails, and unusually
2 dark phase amongst them. Brilliant.’ I’m not sure if Bob Marchant (who won the title of Pom
King last year) is regarded as one of the ‘usual contenders’, or if he was at the Bill on Monday,
but I will be surprised if he is a dedicated contender this year. To my way of thinking sitting in
one place for hour after hour on day after day, let alone being out of bed by 4am to be there at
first light, is a form of penance that I could do without (though it no doubt brings its spiritual

reward to the iniates of this mystery, and it certainly brings a wealth of interesting information to
those who read the reports without undergoing the pain). +++
At St Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight a single Pale-bellied Brent was among the passing
flow of birds
Going back to Sussex News for today I see that 3 more Yellow Wagtails were at Hollingbury
Camp in the Brighton built-up area (and there was an anonymous report of a Blue Headed
Wagtail on the Isle of Wight last weekend). while Arlington Reservoir near the Cuckmere River
hosted two Arctic Terns today. At Brighton marina, in addition to the Black Terns mentioned
above, there were 3 Little Terns, 3 Arctic Skuas and 2 Black-throated Divers. +++
In Crawley a Nightingale was singing today near what I take to be the HQ of Richard Branson’s
Virgin company, and yesterday two were singing at the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s HQ at Wood’s
Mill, Henfield in the Adur Valley with another in Preston Park in the centre of Brighton. Earlier
arrivals were seen on Sunday (Apr 13) - one by the Itchen near Eastleigh and one at
Pulborough Brooks, and the first was at Cuckmere Haven on Apr 6.
Possibly other people have seen juvenile Robins in their gardens before today but Moira Doherty
is the first to tell us of one seen today on her garden fence at Alton. +++
Here in Emsworth the Brook Meadow site celebrated the arrival of its first Whitethroat - Brian
Fellows says it was back a good week earlier than in any of the past three years since the
conservation group was established there, and it was only a couple of days behind the very first
in Hampshire this year (seen by Richard Mould-Ryan in the Itchen Valley Country Park on
Monday Apr 14 when he was looking - in vain - for an Osprey which had been seen there that
morning)
TUE 15 APR
A single Wood Warbler was singing in Stanmer Woods (woodland on the west side of the
University of Sussex campus just north of Brighton) this morning, and at Selsey Bill a Spoonbill
flew east while a Serin flew north and 26 Little Gulls went east, probably the same group which
called in at Arlington Reservoir just before reaching Beachy Head - maybe intending to take an
inland shortcut route to avoid going round the head. At Arlington 11 of these gulls were seen to
be in full summer plumage. +++
The Little Gulls had several hundred more miles to go before reaching their first breeding areas
around the Baltic but three House Martins seen by Tom Grose over his home by the river
Hamble at Curdridge may have reached their destination - Tom had one circling around above
the house yesterday and 3 there today. Other new reports of House Martins come from the
Itchen Valley Country Park where 8 were seen on Monday (Apr 14) and on that same day one
was over the Heath Pond at Petersfield. Another sign of diminishing migration urge was shown
by three Common Terns seen by James Wheeldon to fly over the Portsmouth Grammar School
playing fields at Hilsea (in the north west corner of Portsmouth Harbour where Tipner Lake
funnels into Portscreek which connects Portsmouth to Langstone Harbour). When the
migration urge is strong the birds generally stick to the coastal route, and the arrival of Terns
within our east Solent harbours is a good indication that those birds are thinking of settling
down to breed here. (Some species do seem to take an inland route from Titchfield Haven Black Terns are among thoses which often head straight for the Chichester Lakes after
reaching Titchfield and maybe these Common Tern were on the same route).
Still in the Portsmouth area Martin Hampton this morning watched what at first appeared to be two
Buzzards approaching the Ravelin Park main site of Portsmouth University from the west. As
they came closer he realised that one of these large birds was a Raven and then had great
views of it as the Buzzard veered off. Both these birds are uncommon sights over the heavily
built-up Portsea Island but both are increasingly common sights in Hampshire skies. Looking
at the reports I have seen for Ravens this year I find 30 are from Hampshire, 9 are from the Isle
of Wight and just 1 from Sussex. All but three of the Hampshire sightings have been in or
around the New Forest (where maybe three or four pairs may be breeding) but two were seen
in the Meon Valley at West Walk Woods on Mar 9, two were over Old Winchester Hill further up
the valley on Apr 9 and one was over the Botley Woods on Mar 23. The Isle of Wight (where
two or three pairs are probably breeding) is no distance from Pompey as the large crow flies,
and the Sussex sighting over West Dean Woods on Mar 2 is hardly any further away ... +++

Across Langstone Harbour from Portsmouth Mike Collins was on the South Moors shore this
evening and, at the mouth of the Langbrook stream just west of Langstone Bridge, he saw 42
Med Gulls with 104 Brent, 84 Bar- and 32 Black-tailed Godwits plus 6 Knot (incidentally Martin
Hampton was on the west Hayling shore on Sunday Apr 13 and counted 133 Brent and 30+
Shelduck, with a Greenshank at the Kench and a Gannet off Sandy Point where another 58
Brent flew by)
In East Sussex the Pacific Golden Plover is still present and more Golden Plover have joined it
after the previous flock moved off - maybe there was a northward movement from the continent
today as 270 birds appeared at Rye, and on Apr 16 Phil Lord found 73 in the Highwood Lane
area east of Romsey. These Romsey birds may have been in the area un-noticed for some
time as none seem to have used the ‘normal’ site on the west side of Highwood Lane - on Mar
17 Phil spotted an estimated 200 of them in fields north of the usual area, and the 73 seen
today were east of the normal area towards North Baddesley.
Both Fieldfare and Redwing are still featuring in the current news with Redwing very much in the
minority - just two birds seen by Martin Hampton near the River Rother east of Petersfield
yesterday. On Sunday Steve Mansfield found 60 Fieldfare in Chawton Park Wood south west
of Alton, with a few more in that same general area. +++
Another piece of information from Martin Hampton is that a pair of Mandarin duck were on
Petersfield Heath Pond on Monday making me wonder if they are new to that pond - if so they
could be the birds which have twice been reported in the Idsworth area recently (that area is in
a natural flight line down the valley south of Petersfield). I believe that feral breeding Mandarin
are still expanding their range from their Surrey heartland and may now be trying to find sites in
east Hampshire as well as West Sussex, but I also understand that they prefer to nest in trees
near tiny overgrown streams - alternatively they are nto averse to using manmade nest boxes
as at Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest. +++
Finally for today a story from the Chichester area of one man and his dog, a Pheasant, and two
Red Kites. The dog, no doubt perfectly well behaved and under control (as they all are), nips
into a hedge and kills the Pheasant but doesn’t really like the job of plucking it so leaves it in the
field. Its owner, being a keen birdwatcher, watches the proceedings from a distance and so
does not disturb the two Red Kites which had probably seen the kill from a distance at which
they would be invisible to our human sight. Down from the sky come the Kites (plus the odd
Buzzard) and dog (being perfectly behaved) does not move from his masters heel. The Kites
have no objection to a free meal and leave little for the nightime ‘field cleaners’ of Badger, Fox
and Company. +++
I have often wondered how the large number of Buzzards and Kites can manage to find enough
food to survive, especially given the competition from Crows and Magpies, and at this time of
year when extra food is needed for egglaying females and, later, their young. Maybe the
answer lies in the even greater abundance of well fed dogs which do not need to eat their kills...
MON 14 APR
Top item of the 321 which I extracted from todays news input must be the sighting of a Whiskered
Tern off Stokes Bay at Gosport at 7am this morning, by Peter Raby, Trevor Carpenter and John
Norton, which Peter describes as a .. ‘Marsh tern with uniform sooty upper wings, underwings
were also uniform and a shade paler than the upper wings. Dark sooty underparts. Black
"common tern-like" cap, with white cheek line. Bold white tail end, probably the side of the vent
glinting in the early morning sun.’ The bird was seen at ‘mid distance’ but Peter does not say if
the others both saw it equally well or for how long. If this record is accepted it will be only the
sixth seen in Hmpshire and at an earlier date than the previous sightings (four were in May and
one in August). +++
Common and Sandwich Terns are now numerous all along the coast (counts included 385
‘commics’ and 717 Sandwich at Seaford today) and I see that two Arctic Terns were seen
today, one passing Seaford (just west of Beachy Head) and one over Ivy Lake at Chichester,
while another single went past Selsey Bill yesterday. Today’s news includes 11 more Little
Terns, 2 seen at Stokes Bay today by Peter Raby, the others in Sussex ( 1 today at Seaford, 3
yesterday at Selsey and 5 on Saturday at Selsey).
The Skua season is definitely getting under way with 8 Pomarine at Birling Gap today (4 at Selsey

may have been additional or part of the same group). 35 Arctic Skuas went past Seaford today
and 15 were seen at Selsey yesterday - high counts from these two places on these two days
were due to the diligence of Ewan Urquhart (who today spent 14 consecutive hours at Splash
Point, Seaford) and Barry Carter (who was at Selsey for 4 hours on Sunday). Despite these
long hours relatively few Divers were seen (though we had a good share on the Hampshire
coast with a total of ten being seen in the east Solent today and yesterday) The only mention of
grebes was one sighting of 3 Slavonian off Seaford where there was also a count of 24 Little
Gulls - not the only place they were seen as John Norton had 9 in the Solent at Stokes Bay +++
Biggest counts of all were of Scoter - at Seaford Ewan Urquhart clocked up 1413 Common Scoter
today in his 14 hours while Barry Carter had 210 off Selsey yesterday, and another 347 were
logged at Selsey on Saturday (Apr 12). Much more surprising was Barry’s sighting on Sunday
of 60 Velvet Scoter in one flock, and although they were not all together 38 were logged today
at Seaford (with another 20 seen at other Sussex sites, though these may have been included
in the 38). +++
Very few other duck were on the move - just 15 Wigeon flew past Cuckmere on Sunday and only
19 Eider went past Seaford today though there were 43 Shoveler and 3 Pintail. Watchers at
Birling Gap were pleased with the ducks they saw today - 5 Garganey - and on Saturday
Richard Carpenter found 65 Teal still present on the floods in the north of Titchfield Haven
(elsewhere counts of Teal are now in single figures). +++
The supply of Brent must be nearly exhausted by now. 141 went past Selsey on Apr 12 in six
hours, only 50 were seen there on Apr 13 in four hours, and at Seaford today just 215 were
counted in 14 hours. Another bird that has more or less abandoned us is Common Gull though
5 were still at Titchfield Haven today and another 6 were across the water at Ryde. While
discussing gulls I see that a pair of Great Blackback Gulls were on a rooftop nest in Brighton on
Mar 31 - are there other Great Blackbacks among the many Herring and Lesser Blackbacks
that must by now be sitting on south coast rooftop nests?
Moving on to raptors today brought 2 new Hobbies to Woolmer Pond in east Hampshire and
another was at Woods Mill on the river Arun at Henfield while Saturday (Apr 12) brought
another to Woods Copse north of Rowlands Castle (the copse is hidden from view to the left of
the road climbing steeply from Dean Lane End to Forestside). Last Friday (Apr 11) what was
possibly the last Merlin left in our area was at Pulborough Brooks and 3 Short-eared Owls were
at Bransury Common near Andover today. Good news from Chichester Harbour is that the two
Ospreys which arrived on Saturday and were seen again by Barry Collins on Sunday are still
with us, being seen at Itchenor today. +++
Going on to waders Whimbrel are now present in good numbers. 51 passed Stokes Bay this
morning and 90 were counted at Seaford, compared to todays counts of just 26 Dunlin at
Seaford and only 16 at Stokes Bay. The only other wader counted in double figures over the
weekend were Sanderling with 44 seen at Stokes Bay. These and other Sanderling flocks
seen recently were the trend and flying west (at a guess moving between sandy feeding areas
and high tide roosts in the Portsmouth-Gosport area). More typical counts were of just 2
Bar-tailed Godwit flying past Selsey Bill on Saturday and just one off Titchfield Haven on
Sunday (though the birds being recorded are those apparently on passage - no one is reporting
the many Oystercatcher, Curlew, Redshank, Black-tailed Godwits and Turnstones, etc, which
are still feeding on the harbour shores) +++
Two waders deserving special mention are the Pacific Golden Plover which is still present at Rye
Harbour and a Jack Snipe which spent Sunday in the open at the Testwood Lakes. Ian
Pibworth writes that it .. ‘Remained totally in the open all day . enabling us to study its curious
feeding technique. It delicately pecked, not probed , food from the surface, while continually
moving with a rocking motion. It even rocked when sleeping. I don't know the reason for this
action, but it seemed to be in time with the ripples and wavelets and was certainly well
camouflaged by the waters edge.’
Late news for Sunday Apr 13 is of the first Garden Warbler of the year, heard singing in the
Finchdean area by John Simons +++
Other observations (besides the Jack Snipe) on Ian Pibworth’s list from the Testwood Lakes for
yesterday were a family of 12 Mallard ducklings and (not part of the family group) two Green

Sandpipers. At least 160 Fieldfare were seen there during the day - maybe part of a large wave
moving north as another 40 were seen at Westmeston (north foot of the Sussex Downs below
Ditchling Beacon), but the only two mentions of Redwing were of just three at Testwood Lakes
and the severed head on one found at Hilsea in Portsmouth by James Wheeldon after a
Sparrowhawk had devoured the rest of the corpse. James also had a singing male Redstart
there.
Saturday (Apr 12) brought the first Lesser Whitethroat migrant to our area (seen at Pulborough
Brooks) and on Sunday a Nightingale was there with another seen and heard in the open at
Ditchling - incidentally this reminds me that I forgot to mention a Nightingale heard by Colin
Bates along the Itchen in the Brambridge area yesteday. +++
Other arriving migrants in the past few days have been Cuckoos - one was at Bransbury Common
today and yesterday singles were seen at Ditchling, Pulborough and Ambersham in Sussex
plus two together seen by Simon Woolfries at Titchfield Haven.. +++
Two Yellow Wagtails flew in at Stokes Bay this morning and yesterday five arrived at Rye Harbour
and 4 in the nearby Hastings area. Also on Sunday Ian Pibworth had a male White Wagtail at
Testwood Lakes along with 14 House Martins of which another 4 appeared in Hampshire today
- one at Curdridge near Botley and 3 in the Test Valley at Leckford +++
Yesterday also brought two singing Tree Pipits to Ambersham Common near Midhurst and
Saturday found two more of them singing in the Broadwater Forest (in East Sussex between
Crowborough and Tunbridge Wells) +++
Before writing this I saw that Whitethroats had arrived (on Apr 15) at the Cams Hall golf course
near Fareham.
And finally for today ... Keith Hackett sent the following story to the SOS News webpage, writing ..
‘I have been gradually converting my office colleagues here in St Leonards (Hastings) to get
them interested in the birdlife out of the office window. So far we have had 39 species this year
(we overlook a small stretch of woodland). Last week (on my day off) the office heard a
screeching coming from close by. When it was investigated they found a Green Woodpecker
pinned down by two Magpies pecking the hell out of it. One of my colleagues scared them off,
then rushed outside to move the woody into a safer place, only to be pecked by the woody
when he picked it up!!. It was very dazed but after a short while managed to get itself together
enough to fly off. Needless to say we havn't had Green Woodpecker gracing our grass bank
since. I have witnessed magpies terrorising smaller birds in the past but was suprised by this.
Anyone else seen this before?’
PLANTS
SUN 20 APR
The first Green-winged Orchids were flowering today in a garden on the edge of the Holly Bank
Woods north of Emsworth though none are yet out in Rosemary Webb’s garden on south
Hayling (so I guess they are not out at Gunner Point yet). They may well also be out on the
Westbourne playing fields just east of the Hollybank Woods - the playing fields are accessed
off Monks Hill where there is easy carparking on the road going north to meet the Emsworth
Common Road.
Gwynne Johnson told me about the Green-winged Orchids and also said that when she was in
Havant a few days ago she found a Cornsalad species starting to flower on the old wall at the
west end of the East Pallant carpark (where the Rue-leaved Saxifrage is flourishing).
SAT 19 APR
Before writing these notes I had to visit the IBM North Harbour site in Portsmouth, and there
added four good new plants to my flowering list - Hemlock Water Dropwort, Germander
Speedwell, and several clumps of Bird’s Foot Trefoil - much more unexpected was one plant of
Hop Trefoil. Spotted Medick was widespread though most of the flowers were minute. Two
oddities were, first, the absence of Changing Forget-me-not which is usually abundant here
and had started flowering on my last visit (Mar 22) - could it be that the weather has been so dry
and sunny that it has completed its appearance and vanished from the scene already? The
other oddity suggests that the dry weather has indeed greatly advanced the season - one dry
bank was today covered with emerging plants of Yellow-wort. Another function of drought is to

hold back some flowers and this appears to be the case with Ox-eye Daisies which have been
in bud for some time - here masses were showing a white centre to the opening buds but none
so far have spread their petals.
More Early Purple Orchids are now flowering in Lowtons copse on the southern slope of Butser
Hill north of Clanfield - these were found by Stephen Harwood in places where he has not seen
them before so maybe we are in for a bumper show of these lovely flowers.
FRI 18 APR
They say that little things please little minds and today I rejoiced to see the first two minute white
stars of flowers on Goosegrass (or Cleavers) as I walked to Waitrose here in Havant. Later,
cycling through Emsworth, I found the first large Horse Chestnut (and a Lilac) both covered in
fully open flowers, and by the Slipper Mill Pond one bud was showing colour on a Tree Mallow
(I’m surprised that I have seen no hint of Common Mallow flowers so far). Also in Emsworth I
was able to confirm that the ‘yellow daisy’ seen by Brian Fellows flowering on the roadside by
Peter Pond is Beaked Hawksbeard (and by Saturday there was plenty of it to be seen by the
IBM Lake at Portsmouth). Continuing to cycle along Thornham Lane towards Prinsted I
passed a patch of Bugle in flower on the roadside.
THU 17 APR
Tony Gutteridge today ventured a short distance over the Sussex border into the Chichester area
and found Goldilocks buttercups and Toothwort in woodland I suspect that both have been
findable for some time but this is the first report of either to reach me.
WED 16 APR
The local paper last night carried a brief announcement of a walk on Apr 27 organised by the
Friends of Holybank Woods (part of the Southleigh Forest on the northern fringe of Emsworth)
and as I have been asked to lead it I thought I would have a scout round today. The weather
was glorious and the tiny corner of these woods that is kept wet by the water running off Long
Copse Hill into the tributary stream of the River Ems which here marks the county boundary
was as usual a glorious ‘wall to wall’ show of Celandines, Wood Anemones, Wood Sorrel,
Bluebells, Dog Violets, Primroses and my first flowering Early Purple Orchids (seen a day later
than the first I know of, found yesterday by Brian Fellows). Later there may be nearly 1000
Early Purples here but today I could only find three with open flowers and half a dozen more
showing the colour of the petals on closed flowers, but I did find one speciality of this site, a tiny
patch of white flowered Common Dog Violet which I have found there in past years. I checked
again that it was not white flowered Sweet Violet but the sparsity of the plants, the small size of
the leaves and the absence of hairs on them (no pubesence on pedicel or underside, though
there were a few scattered white patent hairs on the upper surface) once more convinced me
that they were Dog Violets which occur here in plenty (both Common and Early). +++
Two first for the year finds here were Wood Sedge and Alder Buckthorn flowers on an elderly
shrub with plenty of leaves for the Brimstone butterfly caterpillars that should soon hatch out)
Probably both these have been out for some time. +++
Another first flower was found today by Brian Fellows at Emsworth but un-named by him other
than as .. ‘An unidentified multi-floreted yellow daisy’ must I think be the Beaked Hawksbeard
which will soon be omnipresent and which I have already seen ‘very nearly out’ in several
places.
A note from Martin Hampton gives me an answer to the question I posed in Monday’s notes
concerning who had planted the wildflower seed in the triangular patch of ground near the
Lymbourne springs here in Havant.. I was involved in some discussions concerning the best
use of this land ‘for the benefit of the community’ more than a year ago and I understood then
that it was likely to be grassed over , with perhaps a couple of ornamental trees being planted
and maybe a bench installed for weary shoppers to rest a while on their trek from shops to
home in eastern Havant. Since then things have clearly moved on (and the Landscape
Architect with whom we discussed the initial plans has since left the Borough). Not long ago
the ground was cleared raked into a seedbed, not for grass, but for ‘best cornfield wild flowers’,
so now we can see the leaves of what must be Corn Chamomile, Corn Marigold, Corn Flowers
and one plant with a geometrical arrangement of long thin leaves set at right angles to each
other like Caper Spurge that I have no idea what it will turn into. Just two flowers are already

out and identifiable - a great mass of Shepherd’s Purse which I feel sorely tempted to ‘thin’ and
a cress which again I cannot name for certain but believe may be the New Zealand Bittercress
which has recenlty appeared in this country - it has a tight rosette of basal leaves and very few
stem leaves with a very tight cluster of flowers at the top of a relatively sturdy and straight stem
(this stem does not accord with the description of the plant given me by Martin Rand in
February, but the plants here have every chace to flourish in good soil with no competition as
yet). I am not sure that this unusually located cornfield will be to everyone’s taste but provided
it is tilled annually it may flourish (though my limited experience of planting wildflower seed
suggests that not only must the ground be tilled annually but lots of new seed introduced each
year - an expensive form of gardening). Nevertheless it addsa lot of excitement to the local
scene - much the same as if an alien spaceship had landed and its alien crew disembarked
saying ‘we come in peace - do not extermimate us’ (but I still fear Daleks will get among them,
shouting Exterminate, Exterminate ... dialogue was never a strong point with Dr Who
characters.)
TUE 15 APR
Brian Fellows had a very enjoyable walk through Stansted Forest and the East Park yesterday,
and beside the Park Slip path which forms the eastern boundary of the park he found three or
four Early Purple Orchids in flower - probably benefitting greatly from clearance of the
understorey of the tree belt which lines the path (I have only seen the clearance of the northern
end of this belt, where things have greatly improved under the magic touch of Michael Prior’s
management). Brian also enjoyed the magnificent show of Lesser Periwinkle in Pits Copse,
south of the track which separates that wood from the Stansted Groves area and somewhere
along his route he added two new flowers to the calendar. One was Bugle (looking at the
garden varieties flowering by Mill Lane in Langstone I had been expecting this one) and the
other was Grey Field Speedwell which, by chance, I also noticed flowering in a Havant
pavement crack today.
MON 14 APR
Brian Fellows’ weekly newsletter for his Brook Meadow conservation volunteers at Emsworth
adds Lesser Pond Sedge to the 37 plant species flowering in the meadow last week and on
Saturday Richard Carpenter found Creeping Buttercup flowering at Titchfield Haven. Normally
Creeping Buttercup is one of the earlier species but I still have not found it despite the
appearance of Bulbous Buttercup in several places (and I feel sure the Goldilocks which I
found in bud about a week ago must now be in flower). Also on Saturday Richard found Herb
Robert at the Haven and today found Hoary Cress out at Brownwich
Cycling in the Langstone area today I not only found a lot more Cowslips flowering along the
roadside of Mill Lane and where the footpath joins the lane to Lanstone High Street across the
old Hayling Billy rail track, but under the trees beside that short footpath found a good show of
Snakeshead Fritillaries in flower. Seeing in the local paper the desperate measures currently
being taken by Havant Borough Council to save money (in particular their abandonment of
support of the Staunton Country Park) I wonder if they got into financial difficulty just through
spending on wildflower seed? This thought is further prompted by the recent appearance of a
great mass of wildflower seed plants (none yet in flower) in a small triangular patch of ‘waste
ground’ on the east side of the Hayling Billy Trail in Havant, south of the footpath joining Grove
Road to Lymbourn Road. I am pleased to see what has been done and I hope that financial
restraints will prevent the right hand of the Borough (those paid to cut down grass and weeds)
from undoing the good done by the left hand.
INSECTS

SUN 20 APR
While out walking this afternoon I met a casual acquaintance who is interested in wildlife and he
told me that he had seen a Brimstone moth last night, and as this is an easy moth to identify
and last year’s first record of it was on Apr 14 this probably was a reliable record
SAT 19 APR
Stephen Harwood, the reserve manager for Catherington Down nature reserve, tells me that he is
pretty certain that he saw a Common Blue flying on the down today, though he was concerned

about the apparently early date. He had earlier seen a Holly Blue around the trees bordering
the down, and found the assumed Common Blue flying low over the grass, behaving as it
should, well away from the bordering trees and gardens, though he did not get a chance to see
its underwing. Having just discovered that Common Blue made its first appearance last year
as early as Apr 16 it would seem that other early records can be expected this year.
In Fleet Rob Edmunds recorded the tortrix moth Acleris cristana this evening but I see that Paul
Boswell had found this species at Greywell as early as Mar 17 this year
FRI 18 APR
At least seven Duke of Burgundy butterflies were on the wing at Noar Hill today and a number of
butterfly enthusiasts were there to greet them though none of those reporting their finds to the
Butterfly Conservation website actually saw all seven (that number remains in the category of
‘reported by anon’ though Adrian Hoskins managed to see six, one of them being a female
already egg-laying on cowslips). Ashley Whitlock suggests that the species had been out for
several days as some of the individuals he saw were already quite worn. +++
The Dukes were just one of 18 butterfly species seen today, not all at one site (Noar Hill only
produced six of them - Duke of Burgundy, Dingy Skipper, Orange Tip, Brimstone, Peacock and
Small White). Alan Thornbury at Botley Woods was the only person to report Small Copper,
Mark Litjens the only one to have Painted Lady, Large and Green-veined White, and Adrian
Hoskins came nearest to listing a ‘full house’ - he had 13 species from four different sites. +++
Adrian’s second site was Magdalen Hill Down where the first Small Heath of the year were seen
(two of them), plus single Holly Blue, Red Admiral and Comma. +++
From Winchester Adrian headed for Chichester and at an un-named site (almost certainly Kingley
Vale) he added a dozen Grizzled Skipper and half a dozen Green Hairstreak before returning
home to Bedhampton in Havant, there finding Speckled Wood waiting in his garden (I also had
Speckled Wood in my Havant garden for the first time, disturbing it with the lawn mower which
it decided not to attack, though it refused to be driven from its chosen spot at the foot of a Pear
tree). +++
The list so far totals 17 species - number 18 was Small Tortoiseshell which surprisingly was only
mentioned by two of today’s reporters. Peter Eeles had four at the Old Burghclere lime quarry
and Mark Litjens had just one in the Alver Valley at Gosport where he saw the first Large Red
Damselfly of the year before finding another four at Titchfield Haven. +++
Looking at the overall list of butterflies that have been seen in Britain this year I am only aware of
one that did not appear on today’s combined Hampshire list given above - that one was
Clouded Yellow for which Steve Nash has just one record listed on his national website of
migrants, a lone individual seen in Devon on Apr 5.
THU 17 APR
Peter Eeles was in Pamber Forest today and was impressed by the profusion of Orange Tips (at
least 16 ) among four other expected species in the woodland and from Hilsea Lines at
Portsmouth James Wheeldon tells me that he was so impressed by the variety there that he is
beginning to add an interest in butterflies to his existing interest in birds. James has seen
Orange Tips, Speckled Wood, Peacock, Red Admiral and Comma around the Portsmouth
Grammar School playing fields where he works as groundsman. His list also mentions
Common Blues and Pale Clouded Yellows - I think the latter must be Brimstones which do not
figure elsewhere in his list and I at first assumed that the Blues to be Holly Blues though I see
from the butterfly report for 2002 that Common Blues appeared almost a month early with the
first being recorded on Apr 16 at a site called Drayton Down which is not listed in the sites map
in the report (I find it very annoying when something interesting is reported and a placename
given but no clue as to its whereabouts - this may be someone’s private name for the part of
Portsdown above the Drayton area of Portsmouth but it could equally be a down anywhere in
Hampshire - if sites are mentioned that are not in the provided index could they not be given a
map reference or the name of a nearby known town?)
At least two moth traps were running this evening and in Andover Tim Norriss found a specimen
of The Coronet a month earlier than it has ever been recorded in Hampshire in previous years.
At Fleet Rob Edmunds recorded a Grey Pine Carpet (last year I think his first was on June 1
and the earliest date I have for that year came from Lee Marshall at Gosport on May 6 - does

anyone have any idea what has happened to Lee who seems to have vanished without trace
last June?). Yesterday (Apr 16) Rob had Monopis weaverella (new to my list) and Incurvaria
masculella (recorded by Rob last year on May 11)
Derek Mills has just received news of sightings in Gosport going back to the beginning of this year
from David Tinling (the list also includes sightings by Anne McCue who is (I believe) the warden
of the Wildgrounds local nature reserve in the Alver Valley). I noticed three things in this
combined list which may be of interest - firstly, Anne had her first Green-veined White on Mar
26, beating the date of Mar 31 recorded in Portsmouth by Bob Chapman, and secondly she
had a first Grizzled Skipper on Apr 5, beating Rupert Broadway’s date of Apr 12 at Winchester.
The third thing to catch my attention was that David Tinling had recorded Small Coppers on the
Gosport shore (Browndown?) on three occasions where there have been no reports of them
elsewhere in the county (one was seen at Bournemouth on Mar 22, and Alan Thornbury had
the only Hampshire record at Botley Woods tomorrow(!) on Apr 18). David’s records are of 1
on Apr 5, 4 on Apr 12 and 7 on Apr 13.
WED 16 APR
Yesterday Holly Blues appeared in Basingstoke, Aldershot, Emsworth, Hove and Sompting (north
of Lancing on the Sussex coast) and today the mass emergence continued with one appearing
twice in my Havant garden, and I even found two pirouetting around each other in The Pallant
as I walked to the Havant shops). +++
While Brimstone sghtings continue to be dominated by the males I am glad to hear of females
seen in most areas, and today I had the good sight of male and female ‘making friends’ as they
flew over my garden
TUE 15 APR
The first Dingy Skipper of the year was found today in a chalk pit on the Isle of Wight by Ian Pratt
- this reported on the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website which also carries a list of new
moths appearing in the last couple of nights. +++
Moth trapping at Greywell this evening Paul Boswell found the first Chocolate-tip, Pebble
Prominent and Red Twin-spot Carpet and the small insect with the big name Semioscopis
steinkellneriana which sounds as if it was a half-blind survivor of some German Beer Festival
(you can tell by my irreverence I am not a micro-moth enthusiast but one who takes delight in
the whole natural world including the strange names we humans use for small creatures). This
little fellow is one of the Oecophoridae which Michael Chinery describes as ..’rather
dull-coloured, flattened moths whose wings are rounded at the tips’ and if that is all that can be
said of this family maybe they need distinctive names to keep their self-respect. - even if the
moth experts then take away that dignity by listing this species as a number 667. +++
Yesterday Rob Edmunds at Fleet had another of these well named insects (Eriocrania
subpurpurella) which perhaps has the dignity of a single digit species number (6) but Rob did
not have the kudos of being the first to find it this year - that honour once again went to Paul
who found it on Sunday evening (Apr 13). +++
Down here in south Hampshire Maurice Opie at Funtley last night added Flame Shoulder and
Frosted Green to the year list and had his first migrant Diamond-back Moth, though this is not
an especially early date as Steve Nash has recorded the species on his Migrant Moth web site
26 times since one was found in Ireland on Feb 8 and at Milton Keynes on Feb 21
MON 14 APR
The first Grizzled Skipper of the year was seen by Rupert Broadway on Stockbridge Down last
Saturday (Apr 12). Looking at the earliest dates for this species in the Hampshire Butterfly
Reports for the past seven years I see that this is earlier than the dates recorded for three of the
years but later than those for four years - the earliest date being Apr 8 in two years. +++
Among several lists of recent sightings the one I would like to mention is Tony Wilson’s daylist
made in the Benfield Valley of the Sussex Downs at Hove yesterday as it is the first this year to
record 10 different species (inluding one Holly Blue - a species that seems to have otherwise
vanished since the outburst of sightings on Apr 4 and 5). Tony also had all three common
Whites (two Green-veined and six each of Large and Small Whites) +++
My reference to the disappearance of Holly Blues after Apr 5 until Apr 13 does not conflict with a
late report from Andy Barker of sightings he made on Apr 4 at Magdalen Hill Down

(Winchester) - these included one Holly Blue and three Green Hairstreaks.
Though the exact date is not clear Maurice Opie has recorded two new moths for the year in the
past few days - Purple Thorn and Sallow Kitten. Even better he has, after much thought and
expert advice, decided that two micros which he took on or just before Mar 28 were not both
examples of Caloptilia syringella (a summer species) but the more timely and rarer species
Caloptilia populetorum (new to VC 11) and Caloptilia falconipennella which are both
hibernators.
Cycling past the ground of the Langstone Sailing Club (north end of Langstone Bridge) today I
noticed well grown Brown-tail moth caterpillars sunning themselves on top of their winter tents
- this terror of the skies has not yet been driven to extinction!
OTHER WILDLIFE

WED 16 APR
I associate Grass Snakes with damp areas but in today’s heat I disturbed one from a very dry area
of the Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth, not far from a still smouldering ‘camp fire’ which
some idiots had presumably lit during the previous night and which had luckily not spread
through the tinder dry wood after buning a small circle around it. This snake was not much over
a foot long and presumably not full grown but I have no idea how long it takes them to reach a
full size of around three feet (a full metre)
MON 14 APR
Two Grass Snakes were basking in Havant Thicket when Adrian Hoskins was there today and
John Simons comments that he had been seeing some four Hares around his home area at
Dean Lane End (north of Rowlands Castle) since the end of March.
Richard Carpenter yesterday found a Toad in his garden at Hill Head (back from spawning
already?) and spotted a Weasel at work on the shore in the Titchfield Haven area.
Brian Fellows’ weekly newsletter to the members of the Brook Meadow conservation group
reports that last week one person saw four Water Voles in one tour of the meadow, and Brian
says he has sought expert advice on the reason for one of the voles (not one seen today!)
having a patch of hair missig from its back - the suggested answer is that a Heron took a bite at
the Vole but the latter got away with its life.
BIRDS

WEEK 15 APR 7 - 13

SUN 13 APR
In my mental calendar of expected birds April 13 is ‘Cuckoo Day’ and perhaps if I had gone to
Stansted Forest I would have heard one - but I did not! One person who did hear one this
morning was Richard Hallett in Denmead but this was not the first Hampshire bird as David
Thelwell heard one at Timsbury in the Test Valley both today and yesterday (Apr 12), and the
first in our area was on Thorney Island, just over the Sussex border, heard by Barry Collins on
Apr 11
Hampshire did score a first today with two Reed Warblers at Titchfield Haven, heard by Richard
Carpenter along with two Sedge Warblers (these have been heard in both Sussex and
Hampshire since Mar 29 with one report of one at Newhaven as early as Mar 22 - Barry Collins
today tells me that his first on Thorney Island arrived on Apr 3). +++
Little Terns may well be in Langstone Harbour by now but the only report of them I have seen was
of two in Pagham Harbour yesterday.
In addition to the first reports of Cuckoo, Reed Warbler and Little Tern one more House Martin
was seen over Hurst Spit by David Thelwell today and another was at Titchfield Haven
yesterday. At Stokes Bay today Trevor Carpenter had the first Hampshire Yellow Wagtail in off
the sea following four reports from Sussex between Mar 24 and Apr 4 (but those reports only
gave a total of 5 birds!)
The other major component of the seawatching lists was still Brent. On Apr 12 500 were off
Bexhill and on Apr 11 339 were counted at Seaford. Today David Thelwell had 11 at Hurst and
Trevor Carpenter had 30 at Stokes Bay - I think they were all on the move but two groups (of 9
and 13) which I saw on the Broadmarsh/South Moors shore of Langstone Harbour today were

just sitting on the water, and there could still be another 10 in the Langstone area where I saw
them last night. +++
In Havant I had a Green Sandpiper enjoying the almost dry concrete bed of the Hermitage stream
close to Bedhampton rail station, as well as a Common Sandpiper at the mouth of the
Brockhampton Stream where it joins the Hermitage Stream at the Gravel Quay.
While in the Broadmarsh area I had at least three different Willow Warblers (following my personal
first on Apr 11) so I guess there has been a major arrival of these birds, and this was confirmed
when Jeffrey Goodridge went to the Creech Woods at Denmead yesterday and heard at least
10 singing there withat least one Crossbill also there.
At Sidlesham Ferry the count of Spotted Redshank had increased to four. On Apr 10 the regular
Egyptian Goose at Ivy Lake Chichester had been joined by 4 Bar-headed Geese (I suspect
also of local origin).
FRI 11 APR
A single Whimbrel seen by Bob Marchant at the mouth of the Hamble River today was probably
the first passage Whimbrel to be seen in Hampshire this spring despite my remark last
Wednesday (in connection with Martin Gillingham’s sighting of a Whimbrel at Farlington
Marshes) that passage birds are likely to be seen in small groups rather than as individuals.
This bird may have been one that had been wintering at Lymington, or at the head of
Southampton Water, but to my mind that would still count as a passage bird if it has decided to
leave its winter quarters and start moving east along the coast.
Other passage birds seen today included a Ruff in Emsworth Harbour (I think the first that Brian
Fellows has ever seen at that site) and another Ruff at The Vyne site north of Basingstoke (with
four Little Ringed Plover there).
In Emsworth Harbour there was also a Spotted Redshank, and Green Sandpipers were seen at
Warblington Farm by Tony Gutteridge and by John Shillitoe at Mislingford on the Meon (and on
Apr 9 another was seen by an SOS outing at Chingford Pond - part of the Burton Mill Pond
complex west of Pulborough). +++
Spotted Redshank were mentioned in a talk given by Bob Chapman on Hayling Island last night,
and Bob told us two things about this bird that I did not know before - like the Green Sandpiper
(see my notes for Apr 7) the Spotted Redshank also nests in trees using the old nests of
Thrushes and the like, and like the Phalaropes it practises a sexual role reversal (having laid
her eggs in the second hand nest the female abandons all interest in the welfare of her
offspring, leaving the male to incubate and feed the young). This is why Spotted Redshank are
among the earliest birds to appear on return passage - Spotted Redshank in full breeding
plumage may be seen back at Farlington Marshes in June, and I had not realised that these
were all females, nor that their smart black dresses were those of sluts who cannot be bothered
to build a nest or contribute anything to the welfare of their offspring. I see that Birds of
Hampshire does not tar all females of this species with the same brush - it only says that some
females abandon their families, and indicates that some of the early returning birds may have
an excuse as ‘failed breeders’ - nevertheless flocks of up to 50 Spotted Redshank have been
recorded at Hampshire coastal sites in mid June on a good many occasions.
Yellowhammers heard singing today on the Warblington Farm fields. When Tony Gutteridge
started the Common Bird Census on this farm (in 1977) there were 19 pairs of Yellowhammer
nesting, by 1989 the count was down to 10 pairs and by 1999 down to 1 pair (with none
breeding in 2000 to 2002). A single female Yellowhammer was seen there on Apr 4 and today
Tony heard three singing males - of course they may move on without nesting but we can
always hope ... +++
Catherington Down is somewhere that we still expect to find Yellowhammer breeding each year
and I am glad to see that Jeffrey Goodridge has already heard them singing there (3 males
present on Wednesday Apr 9). At least two pairs of Linnet were back at Catherington Down
that day, and at least one pair were at Warblington today, though a good many of these have
not yet left their winter flocks - John Shillitoe found a flock of 140 near Frith Farm at Wickham
today and Ron Toft found a flock of 60 in the Stockbridge Down area. I learnt last year that this
co-existence of flock feeding and territorial breeding behaviour is common, at least among

Corn Buntings among which individual birds can (over a period of several months) alternate
between singing to maintain breeding territories for part of each day and spend the rest of the
same day showing no ‘inter-personal aggression’ feeding as part of a flock. - probably it has
always been thus for seed feeders who must feed where-ever remnants of grain can be found,
usually in a few stubble fields (or newly sown fields of spring cereals) and not in their breeding
territories.
Some fields have already been sown with spring cereals, but at Warblington Farm today
ploughing was only just starting,.bringing in at least 250 gulls among which I could hear the
calls of a few Med Gulls and see at least a couple of last years young Black-headed Gulls with
a noticeable amount of ginger coloured juvenile plumage on their wings. In the same field, in
an area not yet ploughed, the flock of Carrion Crows had grown to over 80 (I counted 81) with
perhaps half a dozen Jackdaws - not a single one of this combined flock showed the profile and
‘white face’ of a Rook (though a total of 4 Rooks were elsewhere on the farm). +++
Other birds seen by me during this visit to Warblington included my first two Willow Warblers and
several House Sparrows carrying nest material into crevices of the old church building. Two
Snipe were in the marshy SSSI field (but not a single Meadow Pipit and only one Skylark
detected anywhere). Offshore 14 Teal could still be seen but the only other shore birds were a
couple of Curlew and half a dozen Oystercatcher with two Merganser and three Egrets (one
Egret and one Heron were on the farm fields). Distantly, near Langstone Bridge, were three or
four Brent, presumably intending to stay.
Ron King found 19 Brent and the two Long-tailed Duck when he visited Farlington Marshes, and
saw 12 Bar-tailed Godwit on the mud off the mouth of the Hermitage stream at Broadmarsh,
while Tony Gutteridge saw some 40 Bar-tails on more mud east of Langstone. I can remember
when the only place to see Bar-tails was on the sandy parts near the mouth of Langstone and
Chichester Harbours, but they seem to have changed their feeding habits in the past ten years
and are now a rarity on sand at e.g. The Kench and a common sight in large numbers on mud
in the north of the harbours. +++
Ron King also reports that access to the southern end of Southmoor Lane has now been entirely
blocked off, and remarks on some new white lines - I haven’t seen this for myself, but I assume
that one can still get through on foot. This is probably a temporary closure based on
‘intelligence’ about travellers about to descent on the area
THU 10 APR
At the IBM North Harbour site at Portsmouth today Kevin Stouse noticed two well grown juvenile
Little Grebe (one family) which were probably hatched about the time that John Shillitoe found
the surprisingly early family on the mill pond at Rudley Mill (see my notes for Mar 31). Near the
IBM site Redwing could still be seen in the Hilsea Lines area - James Wheeldon had not seen
any for a few days but found four there today +++
Although Swallows have been turning up in small numbers for some time it seems that a larger
influx arrived in Sussex today with around 30 seen at Arlington Reservoir near Beachy Head
and 9 at Weir Wood further inland - also in the Sussex news a Sedge Warbler was singing at
Cooden near the Pevensey Levels. Maybe the flow of Swallows is not too unusual but many
other migrants remain in exceptionally low numbers and Sedge Warblers seem to be a case in
point - in a normal year I would expect one or two to be at most coastal sites by the end of
March, and for them to be numerous by now (the average arrival date for Hampshire is Apr 9
but so far I have heard of none at Farlington Marshes, Titchfield Haven or the Lymington area).
Prior to today’s bird at Cooden the only ones I have heard of were one at Newhaven on Mar 22,
one at Arundel on Mar 30, and one at Hook/Warsash on Mar 31. Another unusually late
migrant is Common Whitethroat - the average arrival date in Hampshire is shown as Apr 12 but
so far none have been reported in the county and only one has reached Sussex (a single bird at
Pulborough Brooks on Apr 6)
On Apr 7 a pair of Swans were displaying on Emsworth’s Slipper Mill Pond (if they nest this will be
a new pair for the area). The Peter Pond Swan pair now have at least four eggs and the
Thorney Little Deeps pair are sitting (in past years they have been the first to hatch young on
more than one occasion). Brian Fellows also tells me that the Slipper Mill pond has just
acquired a new nest raft for birds - in the past it has had three substantial wood rafts but one of

these has just been replaced by a new one with a gravel surface presumably intended to attract
breeding terns
WED 09 APR
Some birders may find reading lists and counts made by other birders is boring but, especially at
a time when so many birds are on the move, I feel I have a much better impression of what’s
going on in the bird world if I can get an overview of what species are being seen, and in what
numbers, at a representative set of sites across the central south coast. My reason for making
this comment is to express my gratitude to Martin Gillingham for putting a figure to the number
of Black-tailed Godwits seen by himself at Farlington Marshes today - maybe other birders will
disagree with the count of 183 which he gives, and maybe some will be hesitant to give a figure
because they are not absolutely certain that they have an accurate total, but I for one have a
much better idea of the current number present at that site than I would get from someone
saying, for example, that a ‘good number were present’ or, for fear of boring people, not
mentioning them at all because they are ‘business as usual’. While on this subject can I extend
my thanks to all the many Hoslisters who provide detailed lists from their sites. (And may I add
that I would always welcome more information - taking Farlington as an example I would love to
know how many pairs of Lapwing are breeding there this year, how many Wigeon, Pintail and
Shoveler are still there, and in particular are the 100+ Shelduck which were seen from the
Oysterbeds last Saturday still present - on Sunday I could not see a single one during a cycle
ride from Langstone to Gunner Point down the West Hayling shore) +++
Martin also tells us that the two Long-tailed Duck are still in Langstone Harbour and that a
Whimbrel was present - presumably the wintering bird rather than a first passage bird (they are
likely to arrive in a small flock rather than a single bird) +++
At Old Winchester Hill today John Shillitoe watched two Ravens .. ‘'playing' in the updraft before
heading off to the south.’. For those in the north of the county (or currently free to roam during
school holidays!) Simon Woolley tells us that a superb Red-necked Grebe in full summer
plumage can be seen on a gravel pit lake close to the River Kennet in the Woolhampton area of
Berkshire to the east of Newbury and Thatcham. Black-necked Grebe have bred in
Hampshire, Slavonian Grebe have been seen in the county in the breeding season, and now
the presence of this Red-neck adds weight to the possibility that we will before long see all five
Grebe species on the Hampshire breeding list. +++
TUE 08 APR
Ian Calderwood at Sokes Bay in the east Solent today claimed the first two Arctic Terns reaching
the south coast this year, along with one Common and 8 Sandwich Terns. With a couple of
Swallows and one Sand Martin flying in off the sea there came some 39 Linnets, while at
Farlington Marshes Simon Woolley noted the arrival of ‘stacks of Linnets’ in contrast to the
‘loads of Wheatear’ that were being seen in Scotland but not at Farlington. Assuming 1 stack of
Linnets equals 50, and given that the plural ‘stacks’ probably signifies more than 2 that gives us
at least 150 Linnets - and to my mind that tortuous reasoning probably gives us a less reliable
estimate of the actual number than we would have got had Simon dared to make his own
guess. Whatever the number we cannot be certain that these birds came from overseas - they
could just be the flock of at least 120 Linnets that were feeding on the newly sown Hayling west
shore fields a few days ago. +++
Common Terns on the coast are not unusual now, but the SOS website today had a report of two
back at Ivy Lake in Chichester, and these may well be the first to arrive of the birds intending to
nest on the Nature Reserve (New Lake) just south of Ivy Lake. +++
More exciting migrant news from my personal viewpoint (because they were close to my home)
came from Mike Collins walking on the Thorney Island seawall near the Little Deeps this
evening - he not only saw his first Swallow there but also a House Martin. Even closer to my
home were two Swallows seen by Martin Hampton as he headed to catch a train from Havant
station to get to work this morning - as he walked the northernmost section of the old Hayling
Billy rail track past my back garden fence the two Swallows shot over him to the north (naturally
I did not see them!)
To someone who still enjoys the songs of Abba and Petula Clarke, mainly because you could

hear the words of their songs and rely on the standard pattern of their accompaniment, I find it
horrifying to hear from Richard Mould-Ryan at the Itchen Valley Country Park that a Willow
Warbler there is behaving like more recent pop stars who use electronic multi-track recording
and mixing techniques to flout the established rules of musical form and confuse, rather than
amuse, the listener. Maybe the bird is doing it just to be different, maybe it has been genetically
modified , or maybe the bird is a hybrid between Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff parents, but this
is what Richard had to say after spending some time peering into a bush from which he could
hear both Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff song, but in which he could only detect one bird ...
+++
‘So I scan across the bush, and a phylloscopus pops into view, and gives a little burst of willow
warbler song whilst I'm watching, so I think "good, got it". Better views this time, and this is
clearly a willlow warbler, (flesh legs, more yellow than buff on breast, paler supercilium and
better defined eyestripe), but then, while I'm watching, it starts giving its chiff-chaff-chiff-chaff
etc. Now I know it hadn't been out of sight between hearing the two calls, (and I saw its beak
move both times), bit I'm still doubtful, but then it starts singing willow warbler again, and this
time it shifts into chiffchaff mode halfway through its song! By now I'm getting very good views,
and there's no doubt it is a willow warbler.’ +++
As a birder Richard may well wish to exterminate this creature before it can add further difficulty to
the identification of lbjs by breeding and creating a new mixed race, but as the person
responsible for the wildlife of Eastleigh Borough he may be rejoicing in the publicity this bird will
bring to the Borough, and even thinking of organizing guided tours at £5 a head to cash in on
the commercial possibilities (did I hear myself say that the main purpose of conservation
organisations is to raise money to pay their staff??)
Clear skies and low tide at sunset seemed to suggest a good opportunity to check out the
Langstone Wade Court Egret roost, which should now be at its lowest count for the year (with
most birds away at breeding sites). I got there at sunset and waited until it was dark, and during
that time counted 22 Egrets, mainly arriving from the Langstone Harbour direction though there
was one bird still fishing in the Lymbourne stream alongside Wade Court as I cycled past on my
way to the seawall viewing place. +++
One Cetti’s Warbler sang from Langstone Pond while I was there, the Swan was sitting on her
nest at the pond from which I could hear the ‘belling’ of Teal, and at least 5 Brent could be dimly
seen on the harbour off Langstone Mill.
Other news for today includes the death of a Hoopoe which flew into the windows of flats at
Bracklesham (between Selsey and Wittering), the continuing presence of the Little Gull on Ivy
Lake at Chichester and a list of birds seen at Sidlesham Ferry which includes one Avocet (a
different bird from the pair seen mating there last Sunday evening or the male of the pair with
the female already on a nest??). Also at the Ferry Pool was a Water Pipit, a Short-eared Owl,
2 Ruff, 2 Green Sandpiper, 3 Spotted Redshank and a Greenshank. +++
In Hampshire Richard Carpenter found 9 Fieldfare still present on the west side of Botley Woods
near Curbridge (with at least two pairs of Lapwing displaying over nearby fields - not a regular
place for them to breed) +++
On the coast off Hill Head Trevor Carpenter found some 70 Eider still on the water (5 others flew
east but the birds on the water showed no sign of wishing to follow them)
MON 07 APR
Wintering Whimbrel have been reported from Lymington Marshes, Eling Marshes in Southampton
Water, Farlington Marshes and at Pagham Harbour earlier this year but I have not heard of any
at Rye Harbour so a mention of one there today - with the Pacific Golden Plover still present may well be a first passage bird.
Hampshire news for today starts with a sighting of a Merlin sitting for some time on a buoy resting
on mud just south of the Ship Inn at Langstone. This may well be the second bird which was
seen at Farlington Marshes yesterday (normally only one is present there) but I doubt it will stay
on the harbour shores for long now that they are without flocks of small waders. Tony
Gutteridge saw this bird on the east side of Langstone Bridge and then, on the west side, saw
half a dozen Med Gulls near the mouth of the Langbrook Stream (but not the 30 Brent which I
saw there yesterday). Later in the day I happened to pass this area on my bike and found at

least four Common Gulls on high water off Langstone Pond, with three Teal on the pond near
the nesting Swan - four Egrets were sitting out the tide in the Wade Court south meadow. +++
Two more Egrets were on Balmer Lawn at Brockenhurst today to confirm the continuing presence
of these birds at inland sites during their breeding season. Ron King saw the Egrets on his way
to or from Lymington where the big news was of more than 14 Dunlin still around! Also on the
marshes were just 4 Black-tailed Godwit, 2 Greenshank and 3 Spotshank. Simon Woolley was
also in the New Forest and at Eyeworth Pond heard a Common Redstart singing (first mention
of song from these birds whose plumage is definitely more attaractive then their song.) On the
pond a Green Sandpiper was apparently practising its spring display, and this caused me to
check the possibility of breeding here - looking first at John Eyre’s useful checklist I saw that
whereas Greenshank (which does breed in Britain but not in Hampshire) is marked ‘NB’ for
non-breeding there is no such note for Green Sandpiper, though my main reference books
show that none of them breed anywhere in Britain - reading on I was intrigued to see in the
Collins Guide that the species .. ‘nests in trees in an old nest of another species, usually a
thrush’ .. and my Blandford book of Nesting Birds mentions Song Thrush, Wood Pigeon, Crow
and Jay as providers of old nests for the Sandpiper. +++
Simon also mentions that many Great Spotted Woodpeckers were drumming in the Eyeworth
area, and Cliff Dean at Pett (Hastings) mentions the same thing (he had three drumming
simultaneousl at one place)
Sussex news for yesterday (Sunday Apr 6) has the first reports of Common Whitethroat (at
Pulborough Brooks) and of a Nightingale (seen at Cuckmere Haven - no mention of its being
heard) +++
At Sidlesham Ferry Pool two Avocet (which may have been there since Lawrence Holloway saw
two on Mar 20) were seen mating in the evening of Apr 6 by Richard Ford, causing him to
wonder if they might stay and breed which they certainly have done in West Sussex in recent
years (and in Hampshire last year). The drake Garganey was still on view in the Ferry pool.
+++
Nearer to Havant a pair of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker were seen on Sunday by John Simons in
a neighbour’s garden at Dean Lane End, north of Rowlands Castle. John says that a pair of
these birds nested in that area for three years (to his knowledge) prior to last year, when they
did not use the same nest hole and he could not track them down. Easier to see are Stonechat,
and John says that two pairs have been present near the course of the Lavant stream (at a
guess in the section south of Dean Lane End down to where the stream enters Stansted Forest
Sling area) for 15 years - both breeding and wintering. Last winter excavation of the ditch
through which this ‘winterboune’ stream flows (to help relieve flooding problems in Finchdean)
disturbed the birds but they too are now back. +++
Still in the ‘greater Havant’ area a note from Jeffrey Goodridge at Lovedean tells me that on
Sunday there were more than 20 Fieldfare to be seen in the Day Lane area just west of the
south end of Catherington Down (the hillside which stretches south of the nature reserve), and
a Swallow was heading north up the valley towards Clanfield with a pair of Buzzard overhead.
Those birds were in or over open fields of what is still countryside, but the east side of that
valley has suffered much house building in recent years so I was surprised to hear that five
each of Chiffchaff and Blackcap were singing in the Frogmore Lane area - until recently a little
used country lane but now having the bear the road traffic of many modern houses.
The two Egyptian Geese which arrived at Cams Bay on Fareham Creek yesterday morning had
moved to Titchfield Haven in the afternoon, but they flew east after a brief stay. +++
At the Testwood Lakes near Totton Ian Pibworth once again sat from dawn to dusk noting what
could be seen there, and among his list I see that 83 Fieldfare and 28 Redwing roosted there as
probably did some 70 Sand Martins while 892 Meadow Pipits and 104 Linnets were among the
birds heading north. 2 House Martins were possibly the first to reach Hampshire (I have only
seen reports of them from Sussex and the Isle of Wight so far), and other birds which caught
my eye were one Wheatear, six Swallows and two Green Sandpiper passing through plus 2
Greylag, 5 Gadwall and 11 Shelduck all possibly intending to stay and nest?
On Saturday (Apr 5) 10 Fieldfare and 5 Redwing were still in the Idsworth area where John
Simons is aware of at least 3 pairs of Woodlark, and another pair of Woodlark was seen over

Stedham Common near Midhurst that day. Over in West Dean Woods plenty of Crossbill were
present (estimated count of 60) with Redpolls. Siskin and Goldfinch, and other mentions of
Crossbill show that there are still plenty around (some 36 were noted in the New Forest at
Sloden Inclosure on Sunday) but possibly some are leaving us as Cliff Dean in the Hastings
area saw a flock of 27 heading east in the Marsham Valley towards the coast at Fairlight. In the
same area Linnet and Meadow Pipit were moving north east and at least 200 Woodpigeon
were heading the same way. +++
Less expected was the presence of 11 newly arrived Little Grebe on one of the pools at Pett presumably a flock on passage back to breeding quarters.
PLANTS
SUN 13 APR
I enjoyed a morning cycle ride round the Bedhampton and Broadmarsh area of Havant today and
came on eight newly flowering plants, though none of great interest. By the Hermitage Stream
at Bedhampton Crosswort and Ribwort Plantain were out, at Bedhampton church the first white
flowers were open on a Horse Chestnut and on the banks of the A27 Broom was flowering.
Near Broadmarsh slipway (and in several other places) Hoary Cress was in full flower and on
Budds Mound above the pools Field Maple was flowering (incidentally Southmoor Lane is now
completely closed to cars just south of Penner Lane, where there has been an earthbank
chicane across the road for some time). The cycleway along the south side of the A27 north of
the old IBM building gave me my first Common Mouse-ear and one plant of Common Vetch,
and not yet out were Ox-eye Daisy buds already showing white. Another note was of
Lombardy Poplars almost fully in leaf.
SAT 12 APR
The Havant Wildlife Group were today at Fort Cumberland on the south shore of Portsmouth at
Eastney where they found the first Dove’s Foot Cranesbill that I have heard of. Of more
significance was Sea Mouse-ear and Sea Radish with Common Ramping Fumitory. Also
present were both Scentless and Scented Mayweed with lots of Red Valerian flowering in the
neighbourhood.
I was also out in the evening at Langstone, finding the first flower on Sea Sandwort on the old
north pier of the Hayling Billy railbridge. In the Wade Court road the Grey Poplar which was
long ago in flower is now clothed with delicate grey-green leaves, and in the Denvilles area the
first flowers were open on Laburnum (the first Lilac flower were also open in my own home
road)
FRI 11 APR
The only new flowerings I noticed today were both on ornamental trees - the bright yellow of
Norway Maples at Warblington and the purple of Lilac in a garden along our road (with buds
about to open everywhere!). Also in my road in Havant I have been assailed by the strong
sweet scent of Pittisporum flowers for about a week now. +++
Not new, and also within a couple of hundred yards from my front door, the single plant of
Rue-leaved Saxifrage which opened a single flower on Mar 21 now has eight of more flowering
branches, while exposed mortar on the old wall in the nearby carpark has a host of tiny plants
of the same species and among them today I noticed specimens of Field Forget-me-not having
single stems not more than 4 cm high with flowers measuring 2mm across - closer to the
expected measurements for the true wild species than the great mass of escaped garden
Forget-me-nots now flourishing everywhere - for instance along a thirty yard stretch of the old
wall around Warblington Church outside the church yard, lining the farm track.
THU 10 APR
At last, after at least three expeditions to the site on Sinah Common, I found a dozen or more
flowers of Shepherd’s Cress (Teesdalai nudicaulis) showing white flowers and distinctive curly
pinnate basal leaves on plants barely 1cm tall. I found these in a spare 15 minutes before
turning up for an HWT meeting in the Hayling United Reformed Church Hall for the annual
Maureen Coleman memorial talk, and as I walked from the carpark to the hall door I added the
small yellow flowers of Spotted Medick to my year list. +++
In Emsworth Brian Fellows made his final count of Butterbur flower spikes in Brook Meadow

before they become hidden in the rapidly growing vegetation around them - in 2001 he found
458 spikes, and this year the count was effectively the same at 451.
TUE 08 APR
Richard Carpenter was today in the eastern part of the Botley Woods where many Bluebells were
flowering and both Wood Spurge and Ladies Smock (yet another common name for the
Cuckooflower or Milkmaids) flowers could be seen. Also there he found Cherry blossom,
presumably on Wild Cherry or Gean trees rather than another of the many species and
cultivars listed in Alan Mitchell’s Field Guide to Trees. Thinking of all the cultivated species of
tree and shrub that we can find in the countryside I have noticed here in Havant the start of
flowering of the Cherry Laurel during the past week.
MON 07 APR
Having to walk to a post box with letters at lunchtime today I decided to go a bit further round the
houses and was rewarded with a single flower on Herb Robert and at least 13 flowers on the
Shining Cranesbill plants which have spread widely along pavement edges in the south east of
Havant’s built up area. Here I also noted two ‘garden plants’ flowering as chuck outs - one was
my first Honesty, the other the Yellow Archangel with variegated leaves. Another plot of ‘waste
land’ (a triangle by the Hayling Billy Trail between Grove Road and Lymbourn Road) which was
cleared by the council last year is now sprouting a mass of plants that I cannot yet identify but
whose leaves suggest either Yellow or Corn Chamomiles rather than one of the Mayweeds.
INSECTS

TUE 08 APR
The recently published Hampshire Butterfly Report for 2002 has a Green Hairstreak on its cover,
and to celebrate this fame the first of this species made its earliest debut since 1997 with one
seen at Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester) by Patrick Fleet on Apr 4. The first appearance of
this butterfly has been fairly consistent over the past five years with dates alternating between
Apr 8 and 9 but 1997 saw one out on Apr 1 to balance a late emergence on Apr 30 in 1996.
Other news from the Butterfly Conservation website includes Lynn Fomison’s first Painted Lady,
seen in her Ropley garden yesterday (Apr 7) and Steve Nash’s migrant moth website tells us
that back on Apr 4 another Painted Lady was on the South Downs near the Jack and Jill
Windmills above Keymer (due north of Brighton), while on that same day Patrick Fleet had two
at Magdalen Hill Down. +++
We have now had 28 reports of Painted Ladies this year and while the majority of these have
been in south coast counties I do not get a feeling that there has been a significant migrant
invasion, whereas there are some indications of both natural emergence from caterpillars
overwintering in this country (the prime example being the nine pristine butterflies emerging in
and around Plymouth on Mar 12 - 15) and of successful hibernation (the example being the
tatty insect seen on the Isle of Wight on Mar 26). Added to this evidence is the fact that the first
of the year appeared in southern Ireland rather than on the channel coast. Unfortunately most
reports do not mention the state of the butterflies (fresh or tatty) but the case for migration is
weakened by the fact that only one of the 28 reports has come from an expected arrival point
on the coast (Portland Bill on Mar 26), whereas none of the early arrivals have been seen in
Kent or Sussex (the only one reported from those counties to date is the one on the downs
north of Brighton on Apr 4) whereas the majority of reports have been from Somerset, Devon,
Cornwall and the Scillies where conditions for hibernation or survival of larvae are best.
MON 07 APR
In yesterday’s notes Tony Gutteridge reported finding two moths which suggested Hummingbird
Hawkmoths, but he was not happy with that identification and today sent me a note to say that
he had done some research and is now confident that they were the alternative which I
suggested (though he had not then seen my comments), namely Narrow-bordered Bee
Hawkmoths. He tells me that these moths do not have ‘see through’ wings when they emerge,
but as soon as they use their wings the scales which cover most of the wing surface fall off to
leave the moth as it is normally illustrated. In other respects they look like Hummingbird
Hawkmoths in flight.
In my notes for last Saturday I reported five sightings of Holly Blues and that number has now

gone up to seven as Rupert Broadway also saw Holly Blues in southern Winchester on Apr 4
and 5.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 11 APR
A young Roe Buck (with no additions to the single spikes of his antlers that I could detect) was a
surprise find in the Warblington farm fields this morning. I cannot recall hearing of one here
before (but I may be wrong). The buck was in the wet field by the eastern stream, within feet of
the public path connecting Nore Barn on the the Emsworth shore to the main A259 road
entering Emsworth from the west, and it was close to the other path crossing the fields to
Warblington Church.
WED 09 APR
Just one more report of a single Hare seen on Old Winchester Hill south slope today. This comes
from John Shillitoe in a part of the Meon Valley where they used to be numerous (and where
John has already seen six during a Winter Farmland Bird survey this year on Feb 10) but it also
reminds me of the continuing decline of this species in our area. So far this year I have heard
no mention of Hares on Thorney Island (which until last year was one of their last coastal sites)
I wonder how far Crows and Buzzards have a part to play in this decline? When leverets are born
the mother places them in widely separated places around the field, and they remain
motionless and well hidden all day, and this probably means that few are found by Foxes
patrolling on foot and using their noses, but I suspect it is more difficult to hide their presence
from airborne predators. On June 7 2001 Charles Cuthbert, driving between Winchester and
Kings Somborne in the Test Valley, saw a Crow, carrying a leveret in its claws, flying low over
a field with a Hare in hot pursuit. The weight of the leveret meant that the Crow had difficulty in
flying and so Charles was able to watch the chase between the Hare and the Crow going on for
20 minutes. I think the Crow eventually abandoned its prey, but I doubt if the leveret was in
good health at the end of the ordeal. This year David Parker saw a similar episode when a
Crow took a young Rabbit in the Stansted Forest area and in that case the Crow got away with
its meal. I am sure these are not isolated cases, and I am pretty sure that the keen eyes of a
Buzzard would detect leverets in short grass or cereal crops, so it may well be that this aerial
predation from an increased population of Crows and Buzzards may have tipped the scales
against the Hares, leaving them with too few young to maintain their population. Any
comments from those who know about such things and can correct my guesses?
TUE 08 APR
We have heard of Adders and Grass Snakes earlier this year but I think Richard Carpenter is the
first to find Slow Worms. When in the Botley Woods today he found 7 under pieces of
corrugated iron. He also saw two Adders out in the open and says .. ‘a small melanistic male
was under a piece of corrugated iron with a sloughed skin – I tried to get the skin but some loud
hissing made me think discretion the better part of valour and I left everything as it was.’
Simon Woolley had a more unusual sight of a Grey Squirrel on the Farlington main marsh near
the Deeps, reminding me that I had seen one there and been equally surprised last August. At
the time (Aug 26) I wrote .. ‘Last Thursday (Aug 22) I passed on Judith Chawner's news that
wild Polecats do occur in Hampshire and I was reminded of this today when watching birds at
the Farlington Marshes Deeps. On the hummocky, uneven ground close to the water I watched
for perhaps two minutes as a Grey Squirrel worked its way southwards, using all available
cover and behaving more like a Polecat than a Squirrel - body and tail pressed close to the
ground and legs bent like a hunting cat as it crept onward maintaining the lowest possible
profile. The long bushy tail and body, marked with the rusty colour that sometimes leads to their
mis-identification as Red Squirrels, left no doubt that it was an adult Grey Squirrel, but I have no
idea as to why it was there and why it was behaving in this way and not bounding over the
grass openly, flicking it's tail, as one generally sees them in open grassland.’ Asking Bob
Chapman how unusual this was he told me that .. ‘Grey squirrel has been seen well south on
the marsh before once or twice. I once saw one on the outer shingle beach at Need's Oar so
they do get to some strange places!’
Some less unusual animal behaviour at this time of year is of course related to the needs of

raising a family, and when I was watching the Egrets come to roost at Wade Court (Langstone)
this evening I was not surprised to see a Fox rapidly searching the meadow south of Wade
Court with its nose to the ground seeking scent of prey. Later, cycling home up Wade Lane, the
same or another Fox crossed the road in front of me before putting its nose down to make a
similar search of the pony fields north of Wade Court. I am sure Foxes are out hunting at some
time every night but these two sightings seemed to show an extra urgency to the normal search
for food which suggested that young had already been born. Maybe this was the vixen finding
food for herself to pass on to her cubs through her milk, and at the same time eager to get back
to be with her young, or maybe it was a dog having to provide food for two rather than just his
own needs.
MON 07 APR
Brian Fellows’ newsletter from Brook Meadow at Emsworth records sightings of Water Voles in
the River Ems by six different people since Apr 1. No one has seen more than two of these
animals but there could easily be four pairs present (maybe more!) based on sightings of two
by each of three people on the same evening, and the presence of at least two in the Lumley
Stream on the far side of the meadow. Maybe sufficient enthusiasts can be persuaded to
position themselves along the banks of the two streams simultaneously for long enough to
record the timings of all their sightings in the different sections of the streams to give a better
census of the population
Less cheerful news comes from the shores of Rye Bay where the bloated body of a dead Harbour
Porpoise was seen beached on Apr 5 - maybe the same animal that showed well in Hastings
Harbour on Mar 15.
WEEK 14 MAR 31 - APR 6
BIRDS

SUN 06 APR
Nearer to us another drake Garganey was on the Sidlesham Ferry Pool at Pagham with a Green
Sandpiper and a Spotted Redshank but the first winter Little Gull which had been there for
some time had moved to Ivy Lake where it was seen today (with the resident Egyptian Goose).
Both Red and Black-throated Divers were seen at Selsey Bill and two Short-eared Owls were
over the west fields there.
At Farlington Marshes Dave Wheatley found on ten Brent and no Brant but he did have his first
Swallow and saw two Merlins over the marshes. +++
This morning I cycled from Havant to Gunner Point on Hayling with a slight hope of Little Terns at
the Oysterbeds but none were seen. Mistle Thrush song was heard in Havant and I found the
Swan sitting on the Langstone Pond (hard to spot but visible from the north side of the gate in
the Langstone Mill wood fence - from there the nest is on the far side of the reed bed and she
can be seen at the moment through the dead reeds but is not visible from the Mill Stream
bridge area). The tide was low and few birds were in the harbour but I did note an adult Great
Blackback gull, three Merganser, 15 or so Godwits (I think Bar-tails but could not be sure) with
one Egret in the outflow of the Lymbourne stream.
At the Oyster Beds I could be sure of a dozen Black-tailed Godwit but not a single Shelduck
anywhere today. In the lagoon a Great Crested Grebe was with a Little Grebe on the water and
a Ringed Plover was on the nest island again with a few Oystercatchers. In Stoke Bay I found
three more Egrets, 8 Brent, and a few Turnstone and Redshank plus a lone Knot. Drawing
level with Daw Lane the ‘Aston Villa’ field had a single Egret and two Red-leg Partridge looking
very much at home (one standing on a tussock or ant hill, the other in the grass nearby - Alistair
Martin has seen them here recently since I disturbed the pair on the coastal path here so I
guess they intend to nest). Further south one Skylark sang and three tired looking Brent were
sitting it out on the northernmost of the big West Lane fields, and on the southern field - recently
sown - I counted 120 Linnets consuming the seed. At the southern end of the track a Blackcap
was singing on both outward and return journeys. +++
The golf course and shore near Gunner Point had a dozen or so Skylark but not a single Pipit, and
the Kench had just two weary Brent. I did not look at Sinah Lake but could hear Canada Geese

there, and the wet depression opposite the Kench had an Egret in residence. On the way
home I found 30 Brent at the mouth of the Langbrook stream and could hear Med Gulls among
the gulls there. Two Mallard were in the water but not a single Wigeon.
SAT 05 APR
Today the Havant Wildlife Group met at the Hayling Oysterbeds and walked south down the
coastal path to the West Lane fields. Their most interesting sighting was of over 100 Shelduck
on the harbour (I could find none at all on Sunday). They also found a good sized flock of Grey
Plover at the Oysterbeds with around 12 Turnstone and 6 Great Crested Grebe while further
south on the West Lane fields they saw the three Brent which were still there on Sunday and I
am not surprised at the comment that when a gas gun went off close to them they took no
notice of it. Further south they also saw the flock of Linnet on the newly sown field and
estimated more than 100 birds. +++
Steve Mansfield took a cycle ride from Havant to Sandy Point on Hayling where he saw 6 Eider
on the water and saw at least 6 Sandwich Terns (with another couple in the Sinah area). In the
Oysterbeds area he saw two Knot and two Pale Bellied Brent and was lucky enough to spot the
Little Owl from the Coastal Path (neither I not Alistair Martin have seen it for some time). From
the Ship Inn at Langstone Steve saw aat least 20 Med Gulls and confirmed my suspicion that
the Godwits which I have only seen distantly in the past week are Bar-tails (he counted 44 of
them)
Another vistor to the coast today was Simon Woolley who went to Titchfield Haven and lent
support to my argument about the use of standardised coding (or abbreviation) of bird names see my notes for Apr 3 - when he told us that there were .. ‘30-odd BT Godwits’ there (take your
choice of Black Tailed or Bar Tailed for that abbreviation, though I would be pretty sure he
mean Black-tailed. Two Avocet were also present and the Eider offshore numbered only 8
where there have been 80 or more.
FRI 04 APR
Tony Gutteridge and I made our second Common Bird Census visit of the season to the
Warblington Farm fields between Havant and Emsworth this morning but found little to excite
us. Two things of some significance were, first, Tony’s observation of a Green Woodpecker
drumming - something that I (and I suspect quite a few birders) have never witnessed but which
the books insist can occasionally be heard. The second of Tony’s observations was of two
Rooks in the act of mating - probably not uncommon if you live under a Rookery but as I
commented in connection with our first visit to the CBC plot the local rookery has been
abandoned this year (it was just outside the boundary of the farm plot but did have an outlier
group of four nests in a tree on the plot last year and as recently as 1996 we had 25 nests within
the boundary). Maybe we will get some rooks back in the future as the two which Tony
watched were building a nest in a totally new site on the perimeter of the plot, one more bit of
evidence that rookeries are by no means as static as I used to think. +++
Less exciting was the almost total absence of birds on the shore south of the farm (which faces
across the water to North Hayling) but I did spot just one Brent and just two Shelduck with two
or three Curlew (five more Curlew were feeding on a damp field within the farm), and imagined
that I heard briefly the tittering of a Whimbrel (I did not record that, and in the unlikely event that
one was present it would most likely be a wintering bird). My imagination played even more
fanciful tricks on me away from the shore when I three times heard a bird noise that I could not
recognize - a very ‘dry’, assertive, rapid ticking note that made me think of Tree Sparrow (they
last bred on this CBC plot in 1989), and the only glimpse I got of the bird in question also
suggested Tree Sparrow (Sparrow size, dark brown colour, and very rapid flight) but common
sense tells me that there are no Tree Sparrows in Hampshire nowadays (I suppose one might
have flown the channel by mistake?) +++
Coming back to reality and identified birds we had one female Yellowhammer, a small flock of
Linnets, and two Teal (we believe they have in the past bred in our watercress bed) with at least
two Egrets still present. The paucity of birds went on with only one Meadow Pipit seen to get up
from the ground (a few others were passing over) and only two singing Skylarks (as recently as
2000 were recorded 12 breeding pairs) and even the two migrant Blackcaps we had were

reluctant to sing - one only gave a vew quiet warbles from within dense cover while the other
bird, although singing fairly loudly and clearly visible on a tree top, had a brief song reminiscent
of Dunnock). The marshy SSSI field which usually attracts a dozen or more Snipe in March
and early April had none at all today and only one on our previous visit. This is all pretty boring
stuff, but does paint a sad picture of ongoing decline.
Down at the mouth of Langstone Harbour Martin Gillingham had better luck when he paid a
lunchtime visit to the Eastney-Hayling ferry, finding a Shag still present (probably a last year’s
youngster that is not breeding) and a flock of 38 Brent. Also visiting the shore today Juliet
Gazelee found three Spotted Redshank at Normandy Marshes but could only see 4
Black-tailed Godwit, though there may well have been others elsewhere in the marshes as only
yesterday Pete Smith noted that Blackwits,Wigeon and Brent were still plentiful (the western
solent Brent remain numerous long after these geese have left the east solent harbours)
THU 03 APR
Still with Sandwich Terns I have not heard of any migrants yet coming into Langstone Harbour,
but Alistair Martin tells me that when he was at Sandy Point on Hayling today he watched at
least seven going into the mouth of Chichester Harbour, maybe only as far as Black Point, but
even that would show that they are beginning to settle down in breeding areas rather than
pursue their migration urge further along the English Channel
WED 02 APR
The very last of the migrant Brent Geese may well be still on the Hampshire coast at the beginning
of May but the great majority have now left us - those that remain are probably birds that may
fly back to Siberia out of a sense of duty but with no intention of breeding, and this thought may
be relevant to one item in a summary of bird news from Bob Chapman at Farlington Marshes
which reached me today. Bob says that .. ‘a few Brent remain, including the Black Brant’ (Brant
could be singular or plural and I think Bob means the two Brant which have been present for
some time) and I would not expect Brant to breed as they are ‘lost souls’ long separated from
their own kind which breed in areas east of our Brent and winter on the coast of Asia. Having
said that some Brant do ‘intermarry’ with Brent as we saw in the winter of 2001/02 when a
family party of one Brent, one Brant, and four hybrid offspring arrived to spend the winter at
West Wittering (and prior to that we had a mixed race family in Langstone Harbour, based at
the Oyster Beds). +++
Other wildfowl news in Bob’s summary is of more than 100 Wigeon still at Farlington Marshes
(where there were the best part of 1000 not many weeks ago) but only one Goldeneye is now in
the harbour and both Pintail and Shoveler are down to tens rather than hundreds. Interestingly
the two Long-tailed ducks are still present (if I am correct in my deduction that Bob’s use of the
word ‘are’ in his phrase .. ‘the Long-tailed Duck are still being seen off the Point’ does imply two
birds). The continuing presence of one Peregrine is not surprising, especially as it is an
immature bird not breeding this spring, but Merlins that intend to breed have probably left the
coast by now - yet one has been seen at the Marshes ‘recently’ and may still be present. Two
Short-eared Owls are still being seen on most evenings. +++
Bob is surprised that, with migrants generally arriving early, only 6 Wheatear were seen at the
Marshes in March. Other migrants have been reluctant to visit the marshes (or have not been
reported there) - apart from a Sand Martin on Mar 9, a Little Ringed Plover on Mar 12, and the
inevitable Chiffchaffs, Willow Warblers and Blackcaps plus a Ring Ouzel on Mar 30. So far I
have not heard of a single Swallow there nor the House Martins and Sedge Warblers that have
reached other parts of the south coast. +++
At least ten singing Cetti’s Warblers can be heard around the marshes, where Bearded Tits may
be thinking of nesting, while some Lapwings are already sitting (and no doubt keeping a wary
eye out for the foxes that will probably take most of their eggs)
Yet another report of an inland Med Gull is in today’s news - one seen today at Winchester
sewage farm by Ian Watts - and both Redwing and Fieldfare get a mention. James Wheeldon
still has four resident on the Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields at the west end of
Hilsea Lines, and - also with a school connection - some 30 Fieldfare were seen by Andrew
Howard somewhere in Surrey as he was on his way from his Petworth home to work at another
school over the Surrey border. +++

TUE 01 APR
Some local news for today comes from Ivy Lake at Chichester where 100 Sand Martins were in
the air with a Little Gull (maybe the bird that has been at Sidlesham Ferry pool for the past
month?) +++
More Sand Martins (10 of them with 2 Swallows) were over Alresford Pond to the east of
Winchester today, and four Ruddy Duck were back there (3 males to one female) for the first
time this year (the only Hampshire records of these birds this year have come from the
Blashford Lakes where up to 12 have been seen, but other sightings may have been
suppressed for fear of the birds being culled). Charles Cuthbert, at Alresford, also found more
than 70 Common Gulls still present and with them a leucistic Common Gull which he describes
as being of .. ‘a pale creamy white colour, with white head and white wings, showing no black
anywhere’. I would agree with his suggestion that it is probably the same bird that could often
be seen at Broadmarsh in Langstone harbour in the first three months of 2002, moving to the
mouth of the Adur at Shoreham in the second half of March but returning to Langstone harbour
in April. As far as I knowit was last seen on 23 Apr 2002 in Langstone Harbour on the Milton
Shore and has not been seen again until now though it had previously been seen a Brighton in
February 2001. +++
Another ‘white gull’ that has been present in Southampton Water from Feb 14 this year until now
is a Herring Gull which had been present in roughly the same area in the spring of 2002 and
has become affectionately known as Larus argentatus bonserii after Richard Bonser, a student
at Southampton University who was the first to describe it. Russell Wynn tells us that it can
currently be seen almost daily around the Southampton Oceanography Centre +++
At the mouth of Southampton Water the Black-tailed Godwit count was down to 37 birds, with just
one Bar-tail, when Bob Marchant was there today but at Emsworth Brian Fellows found 71
present with just 4 (presumably summering) Brent. With them on the mud were four actively
feeding Greenshank, two of them colour ringed (I don’t believe everything I read, and I’m
certainly not prepared to accept that they were Greenfinch as the message said)
From Russell Wynn in Hampshire there is a prompt but coincidental response to my comment (in
yesterday’s notes) that it was odd that Little Grebe chicks had hatched before any reports of
Mallard ducklings had reached me - Russell reports that a family of five ducklings were to be
seen in the Lymington area on Sunday (Mar 30). +++
MON 31 MAR
Returning to work in Chichester today Graham Roberts took a look at the CCTV monitoring the
Peregrine nestbox on Chichester Cathedral and found that a fourth egg had been laid over the
weekend, almost certainly completing the clutch. The first egg was laid on Mar 24 with the next
two at two day intervals on Mar 26 and 28 so the fourth was probably laid on Sunday Mar 30.
Unless something dramatic happens the female should now settle down to incubate the eggs
for four weeks, and during that time the male should be ‘doing the shopping’ and bringing back
food for her. When he arrives with prey he will call her off the nest and maybe pass the food to
her in the air - should give some interesting entertainment to people waiting for buses in West
Street. When not occupied in such domestic chores the male should be visible perched on
pinnacles around the base of the spire, probably on the east side. +++
One pair of birds that have already hatched their first brood of four youngsters were Little Grebes
nesting on a small pond at Hoe Gate (some 2 km down the road running south from the Hoe
Cross site that has become so popular this winter). John Shillitoe saw (and no doubt heard) the
chicks being fed today but he does not give an exact location - ny guess would be the header
pond for Rudley Mill but there are other smaller ponds in the area, one close to a path running
past Great Ervills Farm and another close to a path running through Huntbourn Woods. +++
I had always thought of Little Grebe as being relatively late nesters but I read that while they
normally breed from April to July they do occasionally extend their season to February and
September. Mallard are usually the first to have young in watery places, but despite David
Thelwell’s find of a nest with 12 eggs back on Jan 6 I have not heard of any young being seen
- nor any baby Blackbirds or Robins.
I have been told that the best time to detect Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers is in February but
judging by the number of recent reports of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers drumming and calling

the best time to find them this spring has been at the end of March. I also notice from these
recent reports that those who have heard them drumming have usually done so at dawn or very
early in the morning, and Peter Morrision today adds to the evidence that dawn is the best time
to hear them. Peter was at Hook (Warsash) at dawn today and heard two of them drumming.
+++
Peter had two other rewards for his early rising - a Bittern and the first Hampshire Sedge Warbler
(there was a report of Sedge Warbler in Sussex near Newhaven on Mar 22 and a more certain
report of one at the Arundel wildfowl reserve yesterday). The only report of Bittern at Hook that
I am aware of this year was a sighting of one by John Faithfull on Mar 2, so I guess one has
been lurking there for some time, though with a larger than usual number of Bittern having been
reported this winter from many locations in Hampshire and Sussex there should be a lot of
them getting airborne about this time of year as they return to their breeding sites, and these
could turn up in unexpected places if the decide to break their journey. +++
In Hampshire alone I have heard reports of Bittern at 12 sites so far this year, and probable
sightings at two other places - the definite sites are Alresford Pond, Avon Causeway, Blashford
Lakes, Bransbury Common, Brownwich Pond, Eastleigh Lakeside, Farlington Marshes, Fleet
Pond, Hook/Warsash, Lower Test Marshes, Upton village north of Andover (corpse only) and
Woolmer Pond. The other two reports came from ‘anon’ at Fareham Creek where one was
seen in flight by a dog walker (via Trevor Carpenter), and from a fisherman at Sinah Lake on
Hayling who saw a large brown bird stalk past him at around 3am (this via Tim Timlick).
On the coast Common Gulls are becoming very scarce and when Kevin Stouse took a lunchtime
walk around the IBM Lake today he could only find two of them among some 200 Black-headed
Gulls. Good news from the IBM Lake is that at least one Great Crested Grebe has returned,
hopefully to nest again, and the Swan pair have already picked their nest site - this time on one
of the islands where they will be easy to see but will have to be on their guard against the foxes
which have a den on the outer island. Blackcap song was also heard by Kevin
Although several people have been frustrated in their attempts to see 60 or more Med Gulls
together off The Ship inn at Langstone a smaller collection remains almost guaranteed at
lowish tides on the west side of the Langstone Bridge at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream.
On Sunday Mike Collins found 30 of them there +++
David Parker has been on the Isle of Wight this weekend and his Sunday ‘special’ was to see the
Gore Cliff Peregrine pair mating on the cliffs close to St Catherine’s Point. On Saturday (Mar
29) he went to Newtown Harbour where there were more than 40 Med Gulls but the highspot
was the sighting of a Curlew Sandpiper. In Hampshire Curlew Sandpiper are very uncommon
on spring passage (not seen at all in many years), and when they are reported it is usually in
May and very rarely before mid-April. Occasionally Curlew Sandpiper do winter on the south
coast, though I have not heard reports of any this winter (other than my own very dubious
sighting of what I thought was one on the Warblington shore on Jan 11) +++
Going back to the Med Gulls I wonder if anyone can tell me if they breed in the northern harbours
of the Isle of Wight? The 40 which David saw were presumably a pre-breeding collection and
could be intending to nest on the mainland at Needs Ore or even in Langstone Harbour, but
they may equally well be already ‘on territory’.
Returning to Sunday sightings there was a Sedge Warbler at the Arundel wildfowl reserve and a
second Puffin for the year seen passing Brighton. When I reported the first Puffin sighting I
commented that it seemed to have become a Sussex tradition to have just two Puffins per year,
so with two already reported the bookmakers may be changing the odds on a break with
tradition. Incidentally Ian Barnard who has seen both birds this year tells us that the first was
seen on Mar 26, not Mar 25 as originally published. Another good sighting for Sunday was of
an Osprey watched by Colin Holter for a good 15 minutes as it circled over the coast near
Widewater before soaring up and then gliding north along the line of the River Adur +++
Friday’s news (Mar 28) was of another Black Redstart seen by David Parker at the Needles
Coastguard Cottages on the Isle of Wight, and of stream of at least 20 Swallows seen by John
Simons following the railway north past Fichdean and Idsworth chapel.
PLANTS

SUN 06 MAR
A cycle ride from Havant to Gunner Point on Hayling this morning gave me a good list of first
flowers with a mass of Spring Beauty and one patch of Early Forget-me-not, both in the Sinah
area, as my first choice. The Spring Beauty cannot be missed but if you want to see the
Forget-me-not a little help me be needed! To find it go to the bus and car turn round
roundabout by the Ferry Inn and find the rain drain grille by the south west quadrant of the
central ‘grass’ area., Standing on the grille take one step onto the ‘island’ towards the notice
board in the centre of the grass. Now look down and you will find the flowers either just in front
of you or under your feet! +++
Other new flowers on Sinah Common were Sweet Vernal Grass and single flowers of Sea
Campion and Thrift. New to me, but not firsts, were Oxford Ragwort and Eastern Rocket, and
not flowering at all were the first purple leaves of the Sea Kale. While in this area the strong
vanilla scent of the gorse was everywhere - first time I have noticed it this year. The
Green-winged Orchids did not seem to have grown much but several had the central rigid
sheaths of their incipient flower stems. +++
On the way south I found Wild Radish Flowers at West Town Station and flowers on the lone
shoreline Pear Tree opposite the ‘Aston Villa’ field. At several places on Hayling the spathes of
Lords and Ladies were unsheathed, and at Stoke Bay a lot of Hoary Cress had white
flowerheads which looked as if they should have had open flowers but did not (this plant always
remains in this state for weeks after first being seen!). Just south of Stoke Bay, in the saltings
that I think are Knotts Marsh, the first English Scurvygrass could be seen holding up much
bigger flowers than the Danish Scurvygrasss that is now very common. +++
Back in the Havant area I noticed one Cowslip plant flowering by the footpath cutting across the
old rail track from the main road near Langstone High Street to the straight section of Mill Lane.
Finally, in the Havant Townend Houe carpark on the old rail track, I found just one open flower
on Hawthorn and just two on one of the plants of what I am sure will turn out to be American
Winter-cress when the flower stems have pushed up and have stem leaves that should be
pinnate.
FRI 04 MAR
A quick visit to the shops for essential purchases before writing these notes on Saturday morning
gave me a new flowering which I was not expecting. I expect Spotted Medick to be among the
early species but have not seen any yet, but this morning’s find was of Black Medick - just one
plant. +++
Today’s (Friday’s) find was of the fertile spikes of Great Horsetails at Warblington near the stream
flowing through the centre of the farmland where I was carrying out a bird survey. Also there
both Greater Stitchwort and Cuckoo Flower were out in fair numbers, and Ash trees were
covered with flowers while flowering Cow Parsley was a common sight. Very nearly out unopen white petals visible through splitting sepals - was Sticky Mouse-ear. and on the old wall
of the East Pallant carpark near my home in Havant a collection of twenty or more tiny plants of
Rue-leaved Saxifrage were starting to flower following the single plant which came out on Mar
21 +++
At Brook Meadow in Emsworth Brian Fellows found spikes of Lesser Pond Sedge, not yet
flowering , but about to follow the example of the Greater Pond Sedge that is already flowering
there.
WED 02 MAR
A brief ride around my area of Havant this afternoon gave me one flower already open on a mass
of Garlic Mustard (Jack by the Hedge) plants in the old Hayling railway line behind my house
and, where the rail line debouches from the East Street bridge into what is now the Townend
House carpark, a less obvious cluster of American Bittercress plants with ‘all pinnate’ leaves is
now showing flower heads with a tinge of the bright yellow to come. Plenty of what I loosely call
Field Forget-me-not is now flowering in many places and in the Denvilles area I passed a single
Laburnum tree covered with fully dangling flower buds though there was no hint of yellow
flowers to be seen.
MON 31 MAR
Writing these notes on Tuesday (Apr 01) I had to break off to transport a couple of my wife’s pupils

to music exams in Catherington and while waiting for them I took a short walk and found my
first Meadow Buttercup flowers of the year in roadside grass +++
On Monday I added two more flowers to my year list while shopping in Havant - on one pavement
edge a small row of Thale Cress was in flower, and in the churchyard of St Faith’s (marking the
centre of the old town) I saw yellow flowers on tall plants of Rape under a Yew tree - if that can
blow in from the fields there can be little hope of containing genetically modified crops in the
fields where they are planted!
A list of Richard Carpenter’s recently found ‘first flowerings’ shows that Titchfield Haven had
Greater Pond Sedge flowering last Friday (Mar 28), one day ahead of the Saturday find in
Brook Meadow at Emsworth. Three other plants on Richard’s list show how arbitrary the dates
of the very first flowerings can be (as with birds what seems to me to be of much more interest
is the date when the plant or bird became ‘genenerally available’ to those with an interest in
seeing it, but how does one measure ‘general availability’ and how does one persuade people
to record it when they have begun to lose interest in the species after the intial excitement of
the ‘first find’?). On Sunday (Mar 30) Richard found his first flowers on Alexanders at Hook
(Warsash), almost a month after the very first flowers on south Hayling (Mar 2) and a fortnight
after the roadside of the old A3 going up the south facing slope of Portsdown at Cosham was
liberally lined with flowering plants on Mar 17. +++
Two other long delays between first flowering and general availability are typified by Richard’s
finds, at Titchfield Haven on Saturday Mar 29, of Cow Parsley and Greater Stitchwort. On Feb
16 I found just one plant of Cow Parsley with a few flowers and realised it was an oddity but
when I saw a second single plant looking larger, healthier and having a normal show of flowers
on Mar 17 I was foolish enough to say that the many other seemingly full grown plants were
bound to be in flower within a week (i.e. by Mar 24). I have been proved wrong and the plants
are still not on the general availability list. Greater Stitchwort is a plant that I do not expect to
see until April, but when I found plants flowering on a south facing hedge bank on Mar 17 I felt
that this year (with its sunshine and warmth) was an exception - in fact I have seen none since
that day and Richard’s find is only the second that I aw aware of this year.
INSECTS

SUN 06 APR
Tony Gutteridge was walking the Sussex Border path in the Loxwood area (about half way
between Haslemere and Horsham in the headwaters of the River Arun) when he saw two
Humming-bird Hawkmoths which I think would be the first reported this year - maybe not
migrants for their have been reports of them hibernating . In January this year one was found in
a dim corridor of the County hospital at Brighton and last year on 7April 2002 I wrote in my
notes .. ‘I read on the Butterfly Conservation website that yet another Hummingbird Hawkmoth
was in Brian Fletcher's Winchester garden on Friday (Apr 5) and someone else had seen
another in Winchester on March 24. These follow sightings of one (probably hibernating) in a
Cambridgeshire garden (at St Ives) in January, confirmation of one hibernating at Plymouth
railway station, sightings of probable migrants at Selsey and Winchester on Mar 7, and one
seen in a Southampton garden on Mar 27’ This year with current northerly winds the chances
of migrants are currently reduced but the hibernants could be emerging.... +++
Just one caution from Tony, who writes .. ‘They looked small and more orange than usual. Are
there several species?’ The only other species I can think of is Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk
moth but I think that a sighting of two of those at this time of year is unlikely, andI would have
thought that their ‘transparent wings’ would give a very different look to them - and do they fly
and hover like the Humming Birds?
SAT 05 APR
Near the Hayling Oysterbeds today the Havant Wildlife Group had three Orange Tips in their list of
finds, and I am told that two of them were females - the first of the year as far as I know.
Also from Hayling Rosemary Webb phoned me to say that a Holly Blue had been in her south
Hayling garden both today and yesterday, and straight after hearing that I received email news
from Tony Wilson in the Hangleton area of Hove that a single Holly Blue had been in his garden
on the same two days, while later email news from Simon Woolley reported another Holly Blue

on the Hayling coastal path today - too far from Rosemary’s garden to be the same insect.
Two new moths at Paul Boswell’s trap (at Greywell) this evening were Scorched Carpet and
Esperia sulphurella while last night brought Rob Edmunds in Fleet a Scarce Tissue moth (and
Paul Boswell a Dor Beetle named Geotrupes stercorarius. +++
On Apr 3 Paul Troake, warden of the Rye Harbour nature reserve, wrote .. ‘On sunnier days, the
Dotted Bee-fly has been on the wing. Surely one of our most attractive and appealing flies, this
nationally scarce species looks more like a bee, and resembles a miniature furry hummingbird
as it probes flowers with its long proboscis. Grape Hyacinths and Ground Ivy have provided the
most popular nectar sources.’ Unfortunately Paul does not tell us how to distinguish this rarity
from the common Bee Fly ....
FRI 04 APR
Adrian Hoskins today found an Orange Underwing ay flying moth among the birch trees of the
Staunton Country Park (which includes Havant Thicket) on the northern fringe of Havant. I
understand this is a fairly common moth but I have only seen it once some years back, again in
Havant Thicket, and remember thinking that I was looking at a butterfly which I could not
indentify when it landed on a warm dry patch in one of the rides at midday, spreading and
flexing its wings as a butterfly might do on emerging from hibernation. +++
I myself was in the fields of Warblington Farm, on the coast between Havant and Emsworth, this
morning, and there noticed for the first time this year that the cowpats were covered withYellow
Dung-flies. Back at home the warmth of the afternoon sunshine brought the first Small White
into my garden. along with Brimstone, Peacock and Comma. As I write this on Satuday Apr 5
I have just dashed into the garden in pursuit of something I glimpsed from the window while
writing at the computer - I’m almost certain if was my first Orange Tip by its size and low-level
flight around the vegetation but it had gone when I got down stairs!
From Pamber Forest in the north of Hampshire to Titchfield Haven on the coast Brimstones were
out in force today. Peter Eeles counted 17 in Pamber Forest and Derek Mills had one female
among four he saw at Bentley Station Meadow near Alton while Richard Carpenter had
Speckled Wood, Small White and Green-veined White with his standard issue Brimstones,
Commas and Peacocks at Titchfield Haven. Small Tortoiseshells were seen at Pamber and at
Farnham (where an Orange Tip was on Derek’s garden list). +++
Most interesting butterfly of the day was a single Painted Lady flying, not north but south west,
across Silchester Common,, seen by Peter Eeles. Although slender evidence the direction of
flight suggests to me that this was not a migrant but a hibernant.
WED 02 APR
Richard Carpenter did not at first recognize an insect visiting his Hill Head garden near Titchfield
Haven today - he says his first impression (probably a back view) was of a black coloured Bee
Fly. Searching the internet he tracked it down to being Anthophora plumipes or the Hairy
Footed Flower Bee (sounds like a cross between a Yeti and a Flower Fairy to me). Apparently
this species is common in gardens at this time of year and Michael Chinery’s Collins Guide to
Insects illustrates them feeding at Lungwort plants, hovering in front of the flowers and inserting
long tongues to reach the nectar. This mode of feeding, their long tongues and their hairiness
show a superficial resemblance to the Bee Fly but that is a true fly (with just two wings) and its
long proboscis is rigid, unlike the long but retractable tongue of the bee. Anthophora plumipes
comes in two colours - the females jet black, the males brownish with orangey hairs on the
thorax, and Chinery says .. ‘ They are much quicker in flight than Bumble Bees, with a much
higher pitched flight noise’. They nest either in the ground or in soft mortar in old walls.
Bob Chapman, warden of the Farlington Marshes nature reserve in Langstone Harbour, wrote his
latest summary of news from the reserve today and in it he says .. ‘The warm days have
produced many more butterflies than usual for March with a couple of extra species in the last
few days, Speckled Wood and Green-veined White. I also saw a Painted Lady at Great
Saltern's on Saturday.’ This tells us that the first Green-veined White of the year has at last
appeared but unfortunately does not give us a date for it - the best I can do is to guess that this
first sighting was on March 31. It is also a pity that he does not comment on the looks of the
Painted Lady in view of previous reports indicating the emergence of fresh insects from
over-wintering pupae (a cluster of sightings of pristine butterflies in the Plymouth area on Mar

12 to 15) and the appearance of a faded insect - on the Isle of Wight on Mar 26 - that suggested
it had hibernated. Could this latest sighting have been a true migrant - that would seem unlikely
unless there have been other arrivals along the coast - or was this also a hibernant or
successful ‘resident species’?
MON 31 MAR
Unlike the first Holly Blue which appeared last Wednesday, and has not so far been backed up by
any further emergences, today saw Orange Tips appear at Hursley to the south west of
Winchester, at Ovington by the Itchen east of Winchester and in the Huntbourn Woods near
Denmead to the east of the Meon Valley - what’s more at each of the Hursley and Huntbourn
locations two of the butterflies emerged. One of the two at Huntbourn was small in size as if its
caterpillar had failed to find enough food - though that would have been last summer as this
butterfly only spends a month as a caterpillar -in July - followed by nearly ten months as a
chrysalis delicately attached to a dead stem of - usually - Garlic Mustard. +++
The mass emergence from hibernation of Vanessid butterflies (Tortoiseshells, Commas,
Peacocks), and the Brimstones which are nearly always abundant at the start of the season,
continued today with 25 Small Tortoiseshells, 8 Brimstones, 2 Commas and 1 Peacock seen
by Mark Litjens in a four or five mile walk from Hursley Park to Olivers Battery (on the southern
outskirts of Winchester) and back, passing close to but maybe not visiting the Yew Hill butterfly
reserve - two of the Orange Tips mentioned above were seen on this midday walk. +++
Andrew Brookes, who saw the two Orange Tips in Huntbourn Woods today, also had many
Commas, Peacocks and Brimstones. +++
Yesterday (Mar 30) Adrian Hoskins paid an extended visit to Havant Thicket where many Alder
Buckthorn bushes have been planted around the rides - hardly noticed by the casual walker but
catching the attention of any passing Brimstone butterfly and ensuring that there is a great
show of these butterflies here each spring. Adrian estimated that he saw at least 20
Brimstones but admits that it is extremely difficult to make accurate counts of ‘free range’
butterflies - the same insect possibly crossing your path at two or three points without certainty
that it is one you have already counted! With them were two Speckled Woods and a Small
White as well as six Commas and a Peacock.
Today’s incoming messages named only one new moth to add to my consolidated list of species
seen this year - this was Blossom Underwing taken at Paul Boswell’s Greywell trap on
Saturday night (Mar 29) but on Friday night Paul also took a largish noctuid moth which he
could not identify (name to follow!) and on Saturday he had two micros which also as yet lack
names. +++
Getting away from the Lepidoptera Richard Carpenter sent news of ‘something entirely different’
seen on water at Titchfield Haven - the year’s first show of Whirligig Beetles, seen on Friday
(Mar 28)
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 04 APR
When Peter Eeles was butterfly hunting in Pamber Forest today he was no doubt looking for the
sheltered hotspots where butterflies might enjoy basking, and in doing so he spotted no less
than seven adders which share the same preference for their sunbathing spots. In my
experience Adders are not necessarily to be seen on the ground. but sometimes feel safer in
places where they are not so conspicuous, and can get back under cover more quickly. One
such place is on top of a heap of dead brushwood at the edge of a clearing. +++
At Titchfield Haven Richard Carpenter found another Common Lizard also enjoying the hot
sunshine.
It seems a long time since we have had reports of Seals in Chichester Harbour (do they go
elsewhere in the winter, or have they just escaped notice recently?) but today Alistair Martin
spotted the round head of a Common Seal in the water off Sandy Point at the mouth of the
harbour and while we were chatting about this I said that I thought there had been a small
colony of Common Seals in that harbour for quite a few years, and Alistair was able to confirm
this as he can recall seeing them from the air when he was a pilot regularly flying from the then
active Thorney Island airfield in the 1970s.

THU 03 APR
My recent comments on snails causing Newts to lose their toes (see Mar 31) prompted a note
from Steve Nevard telling me that .. ‘In "Pond Life" by Trevor Beebee (also the co-author of
Amphibians and Reptiles in the New Naturalist series) he states that orb mussels have the
habit of clamping themselves to the toes of passing animals and that he has seen newts
weighed down with orb shells to the point where they can scarcely swim to the surface for air.
He thinks that the mussels maybe do this to get passage to other ponds but that this is just
guesswork.’
TUE 01 APR
The appearance of the first Grass Snake for this year is not unexpected, and the news of it
(courtesy of the Sussex Ornithological Society website) comes from Michael Hawkins who saw
it in the Southease area by the River Ouse south of Lewes. Michael comments it was very
active - and no doubt hungry!
MON 31 MAR
In Scotland and East Anglia I believe that Hares can still be numerous enough to be regarded as
pests but in Hampshire they are now quite a rarity in most areas, and seem to be still
diminishing in numbers, so it is encouraging to hear from John Shillitoe that he saw twelve of
them today. Seven of these were in the Hoe Cross fields west of Hambledon and another five
were in the sheep fields bordering Long Road to the east of Soberton. In recent years the
highest counts have come from the Test Valley south of Romsey and I hope someone will soon
tell us that they are still thriving there.
Less uncommon are Newts (Common and probably Palmate species, not the rarer Great
Crested), and I was reminded by a note from Dave Tolcher, telling me that he has Common
Newts in his garden pond at Warsash, of something my wife told me recently. It seems she
was talking to the father of one of her music pupils and he was enthusing about his garden
pond which has a good supply of Newts but also an abundance of small pond snails. +++
The intriguing thing that she was told was that some of the snails attach themselves to the feet of
the newts (whether by chance or with intent) and this seems to cause irritation to the newts
which can be seen shaking their feet or scratching them against vegetation to dislodge the
snails. The net result is that several of the newts are toeless... I cannot vouch for this story, but
I would love to hear from anyone who can verify it. In the meantime, should you come upon
toeless newts do not start worrying about a witches coven in your neighbourhood, collecting
material for ‘eye of bat and toe of newt’ potions, unless you also start coming across the
corpses of eyeless bats (if you do get straight on to Geoff Culbertson, our much respected
County wildlife policeman - I’m sure he will have the witches in a ‘ducking stool’ in next to no
time - a very appropriate punishment as, while under water, they can confront the victims of
their crime and try to make amends)
Ian Pibworth, with Simon King (assistant warden at the Lower Test Marshes), sits from dawn to
dusk each Sunday observing the birds at the Testwood Lakes (just north of the Lower Test
reserve), and yesterday he had a very pleasant distraction from counting over 1500 Meadow
Pipits flying overhead. There, in full view, was an Otter which he watched .. ‘leisurely
swimming in the lake, then coming ashore and rolling about before disappearing in to the river
Blackwater’
WEEK 13 MAR 24 – 30 (Edited Version)
BIRDS

SUN 30 MAR
At Farlington Marshes a Red Kite was seen overhead today
SAT 29 MAR
At Pulborough Brooks on Mar 27 it was clear that migrant Blackcaps had arrived with a total of
more than 5 singing loudly at the RSPB reserve and downstream at Houghton. Several other
reports of newly arrived Blackcap have already been reported for Mar 27, but I note that the
one which has been singing non-stop in Trevor Carpenter’s Fareham garden arrived there on

Mar 26.

FRI 28 MAR
One approach to meeting the biodiversity targets which the big conservation organisations (and
John Prescott, god bless him) seek to achieve is to find an empty ecological niche and to fill it
with imported creatures such as wolves, beavers, red kites, etc - I see that even the apparently
natural expansion of Buzzards did not start until English Nature did a little pump priming by
releasing birds in Sussex!) One such creature which some people think is essential to a
healthy eco-system in Britain is the Great Bustard, and for some years now there have been
attempts to re-introduce them to Salisbury Plain with no success. +++
Last night David Thelwell attended a meeting at which he learnt that, starting in April (next month)
40 Bustards will be imported each year for seven years and released on (I think) Salisbury
Plain. I wonder if the plans for this bird include the importation of predators to control the
population when it gets out of control? Maybe, with the tanks back from Iraq before that
problem arises, we can rely on the British Army to deal with any such threat to humans if the
Bustards turn out to be as aggressive and capable of inflicting serious damage as are
Capercaillies and Ostrichs.
THU 27 MAR
Apart from Chiffchaffs, Sand Martins, Wheatears and Sandwich Terns other summer migrants
remain thin on the ground but the pace of their arrival is speeding up, as my first three notes for
today’s news remind me. Over on the Isle of Wight another Swallow was seen today at St
Catherine’s Point; at Woolmer Pond Steve Mansfield heard Willow Warbler song (and Bob
Marchant had his first Willow Warbler on the coast at Hook); and in Emsworth the first Blackcap
turned up and started to pour out its full song - which reminds me that in north Fareham near
the M27 Trevor Carpenter is already fed up with the sound of Blackcap song - he says .. ‘I have
had Blackcap singing continuously in my garden since Wednesday (Mar 26) and when I say
continuously I mean it. As far as I can ascertain, it never shuts up.’
Co-inciding with the arrival of more summer birds is the departure of the winter ones - at Fareham
Creek just 5 Brent remained and in Emsworth Harbour Brian Fellows could only find 22, though
when I was on the Langstone shore at dusk I could still see 45 Brent from Langstone Pond (on
which a Cetti’s Warbler was singing frequently). +++
What I could not see from Langstone Pond was the roost of Little Egrets that I was hoping to
count. From my normal view point on the seawall I counted just 12 Egrets, but while I was there
a dog walker who had made a circuit all round the Wade Court area told me that there were lots
of Egrets to be seen on the far side of the trees away from me (seen from the path connecting
the Hayling Billy line to the Royal Oak pub across the field on the west side of the Lymbourne
stream. From recent evidence it would seem likely that the total of birds using this roost has
increased on the figure of 35 seen in the area a week or so ago.
Although I haven’t noticed them this year the sight and sound of Grey Wagtail in the centre of
Havant has been commonplace in the past few years, and today Colin Allen has put a note on
Hoslist saying that he thinks Grey Wagtails are nesting in the office block where he works in
Basingstoke, far from water.
News for yesterday (Mar 26) which has just appeared on the SOS bird news webpage, includes a
Willow Warbler singing at the West Sussex County Council offices in Chichester,
WED 26 MAR
Barry Collins, not long back from an overseas birding trip, is back to business as usual in
Chichester Harbour and last night counted 32 egrets coming to roost in the original Great
Deeps roost site (possibly suffering less disturbance by walkers and joggers from the nearby
army barracks and married quarters during the current much regretted Gulf war). +++
Trevor Carpenter is among those who benefitted from Barry Collins’ recent news of 69 Med Gulls
showing well off The Ship pub at Langstone - today Trevor counted 63 adult Med Gulls there
as the tide began to rise at 1pm (he could only see 21 of them when the tide was at its lowest
around 11am).

A brief afternoon visit by myself to the south of Stansted Forest, from the main avenue carpark,
was aimed at finding Bluebells in flower (which I did) and I did not expect much in the way of
birds but I did enjoy my first (very belated) Marsh Tit song in a couple of places. Chiffchaffs,
Coal Tits and Nutchatches were singing along with commoner birds, and at one point I watched
a pair of Long-tailed Tits that were probably near their nest site.
TUE 25 MAR
Local news of significance at the Brook Meadow site in Emsworth comes from Brian Fellows who
today saw the first egg in the Peter Pond Swan nest
Brian also had his first ever sighting of a Water Rail within the Brook Meadow site taking the
overall bird list for the site to 59 species (of which 35 have already been seen this year before
the summer migrants arrive) +++
In Chichester, the female Peregrine had, by 1:30pm on Mar 24, laid her first egg in the nest box
put up on the cathedral by Graham Roberts - revealed by CCTV camera with a monitor in
Graham’s office in the nearby County Council offices
On Sunday (Mar 23) a massive passage of Brent went east along the Sussex coast - counts
varied but it sounds as if well over 2000 birds, maybe 3000, went by during the course of the
day. As yet I have heard no announcement of the departure of the Langstone Harbour birds
(though I will be very surprised if there is any substantial number left in any of the east solent
harbours). What I do know, thanks to Dennis Bill having circultated the results of last
Saturday’s Portsmouth Harbour WeBS Count, is that where there were 1274 Brent in
Portsmouth Harbour on Feb 1 there were only 243 left on Mar 22 (and that was the day before
the ‘great exodus’) +++
MON 24 MAR
An exciting report from James Wheeldon is of the first Willow Warbler song heard today at the
Portsmouth Grammar School playing fields at the extreme west end of the Hilsea Lines (just
south of the Hilsea Lido). Last Friday I reported that James had heard a di-syllabic call note,
which he was sure came from a Willow Warbler, as early as Mar 13, so I wonder if in fact at
least one Willow Warbler has followed the example of the Chiffchaffs and spent the winter
here? This past winter has seen a Lesser Whitethroat remain in a Worthing garden where it
has learnt to survive by following the example of the Sparrows using the peanut feeder (it was
seen almost daily from Nov 17 until Mar 13 and may well still be there).
James also tells me that a group of 6 or 7 Redwing are still resident in the Hilsea area, feeding on
the berries of ornamental shrubs planted on the ramparts south of the Hilsea Lido and he says
.. ‘I hear and see them singing most mornings around 7:45am - 8am and their soft warble
around 14:30 - 3pm.’
Barry Collins also out on the coast today and saw, from The Ship inn at the northern end of the
Langstone Bridge to Hayling Island, a total of 69 Med Gulls on the mud of Chichester Harbour
outside the pub - 65 of them were full adults in summer plumage and will have made a
magnificent sight in the sunshine. In previous years, at this time when the gulls assemble prior
to settling in to nest on the Langstone Harbour islands, the best place to see them is on fields
where ploughing is in progress, but I am not aware of any fields being ploughed in the area at
this moment. Maybe this is one reason why there seem to be more inland sightings of Med
Gulls this year - I see that there were two adults at Pulborough Brooks on Mar 21 and one near
the River Itchen north of Winchester on Mar 16, while in the past few days John Simons has
seen two smart adults close to South Holt Farm (north of Rowlands Castle) joining
Black-headed Gulls following a tractor ‘scarifying’ the field. +++
John Simons reports two other very interesting sightings today in his home patch in the valley
through which the railway goes north from Rowlands Castle on its way to Petersfield. At
Idsworth (so close to the railway that the owner of Idsworth House in the mid 1800s, when the
railway was first built, objected so strongly to this ‘blot on the landscape’ that he took down his
large house and rebuilt it on the hill to the west of Finchdean where he could not see or hear the
trains) John saw a pair of Mandarin duck fly off from a tiny pond - they were presumably out
house hunting but could find nothing to their satisfaction here so I doubt they will be seen again.
Further north and a little to the east John had a really exciting view of what he took to be a

Hobby, and he describes the observation in these words .. ‘A female in general area of
Ladyholt Park (SU7415 and SU7416) hunting passerines across pasture. It then headed east
taking every opportunity to chase birds, finally rising to a considerably height to pursue a small
flock of hirundines(possibly Swallows). I would not have seen these if it had not been for the
Hobby. The display of acrobatics and speed that followed was truly amazing. They all
eventually disappeared in a SE direction.’ Not only is the present weather conducive to early
migrants, but global warming is gradually advancing the clocks of nature year by year,
nevertheless this is an exceptionally early date for a Hobby (earliest ever dates for Sussex and
Hampshire are Apr 3 and Mar 31 respectively, and the corresponding average dates are Apr 15
and Apr 17), so I wonder if there is a possibility that this was in fact a Merlin? +++
Trevor saw a total of 11 Buzzards during his walk today, and comments that he agrees with those
who claim that Buzzard is by now Hampshire’s commonest raptor, and I suspect that most
people would agree with this, and I suspect that they will become even more numerous.
Several people have reported territorial displays by Buzzards this spring, and John Simons
tells me that he was looking out of a window in his home at Dean Lane End near Finchdean
yesterday morning when a pair of Buzzards landed in a tree and allowed him to watch them
mating.
A request on HOSLIST today from John Eyre to all HOS members is for them to keep their eyes
and ears open for Firecrest which he suspects are now much more numerous and widespread
in the county (as breedig birds) than they were ten years ago when the Birds of Hampshire
Atlas survey was undertaken. To help people spot them John says .. ‘They seem to favour
'furry conifers' i.e. conifers with soft foliage such as spruces, firs, hemlocks etc. rather than
needles. They also like holly and will use deciduous trees particularly if there is holly nearby.
The sites tend also to be used by Goldcrests so good places to check are areas where there is
plenty of crest activity. +++
The best way to find them is by hearing either their song or call. The song is relatively easy to tell
from Goldcrest. Its an accelerating, rising sequence of high notes ending in a short trill. It
doesn't have any of the rising and falling pitch cycle that a Goldcrest has. The call is very much
like the first part of the song but without the final trill. If you think you have identified the song or
call, they can still be very difficult to see, often spending considerable time high in dense
conifers. Even if you see one, it is probably underside only, so seeing the white supercilium
requires even more effort. I don't want to put you off trying though. Firecrest has to be one of
the smartest of our local birds.’
In Portsmouth Brian Fellows found the Baffins Pond swan firmly on her nest, while at Swan Lake
on Milton Comon the pair there had built a nest but they were taking time out on the water and
showing the nest to be empty.
At Emsworth the Peter Pond pair may have started laying as the female remains sitting firmly on
the new nest, and in the adjacent Slipper Mill Pond a Coot is now sitting on a completed nest.
At Baffins Pond the ‘variable’ numbers today were 38 Tutfted Duck and 4 Shoveler with 54
Mallard and 38 Canada Geese. More interesting for that pond was the presence of a single
Little Grebe., the first Brian has seen there for just over a year - the concrete edges of the pond
do not encourage Dabchick to nest though they have done so in the past.
PLANTS
SAT 29 MAR
The Havant Wildlife Group met in Brook Meadow at Emsworth today, mainly in search of
Bryophytes with Rod Stern as their guide to identification, but among other finds were two
plants that ordinary mortals can appreciate - firstly Greater Pond Sedge already scattering
pollen form its anthers and secondly flowering Kingcups (surprisingly a new and welcome
addtion to the Brook Meadow plant list.
FRI 28 MAR
I happened to be driving in the Horndean area this afternoon, and at the roundabout south of the
village where traffic from Havant turns away from the link to the A3M to enter the old village, I
noticed my first mass flowering of Coltsfoot on the disturbed ground in the north west quadrant
of the roundabout. Coming back towards Havant I turned left, just south of that roundabout,

into Pyle Lane to look at the banks of this lane in the dip before reaching Pyle Farm. Here,
among a mass of Celandines, Wood Anemones and Early Dog Violets, I found the Goldilocks
Buttercups and Moschatel plants which I was looking for. The Moschatel flowering was still
limited to the fifth, upward pointing, flower on those plants which had flowers, and the
Goldilocks plants were full grown, many of them with still closed flowerbuds that look as if they
could be open in a day or so.
THU 27 MAR
Moira Doherty claims to have found many Bluebells, almost certainly the native woodland ones
and not the Spanish sort, in flower on an ancient wood hedge bank near Alton on Tuesday (Mar
25). I then found just one flowering spike in Stansted Forest on Tuesday, and today Martin
Rand confirmed that the Bluebell season had begun when he found the genuine wild plants
flowering near the M3 in the Micheldever area north of Winchester. +++
Further south along the M3, at the Pitmore interchange in the Otterbourne area where Martin
would leave the motorway for his home in Chandlers Ford, cowslips were flowering but Martin
is pretty certain these were recently planted to make motorway travel more bearable, and they
are probably early flowering garden cultivars of the wild plants (though these are beginning to
flower on downland as Richard Carpenter found yesterday on Old Winchester Hill). +++
Earlier news from Martin is that the motorway verges are now ‘white lined’ with Danish
Scurvygrass thriving on the very saline soil where the salt has run off the roads after winter
gritting - he saw his first back on Mar 21 in the Cadnam area.
Another plant find worth noting was made yesterday by Lawrence Holloway in a damp area of the
Sussex Downs at Ambersham Common - one flowering plant of Cuckooflower, only the second
I have heard of since my similar find in Havant on Mar 24.
WED 26 MAR
On Old Winchester Hill in the Meon Valley today Richard Carpenter found a mass of flowering
Hairy Violet (first noted on Portsdown on Mar 17) and also flowering Cowslip, presumably a
genuine wild downland plant unlike that which I saw at the IBM Portsmouth site last Saturday)
Just one spike of Bluebell flowers had open bells today in Stansted Forest but I found my first
Wood Sorrel in a couple of places as well as enjoying masses of Primroses, Wood Anemones,
and smaller showings of both Early and Common Dog Violets. Another first for the season
were a few flowers on Red Currant bushes, while Wood Spurge, Ground Ivy and Wavy
Bittercress were all seen in flower. In the Stansted Groves area there were many leaves of
Early Purple Orchids, several with sheathed flower stems (one measuring 10cm high). In the
edge of Pitts Copse, south of the Groves across the track leading east to Racton, there was a
great show of Lesser Periwinkle - the best I have seen here in many years.. In the main Forest
Larches were rapidly turning green (but I saw no Larch ‘roses’) and one Sycamore tree had
most of its leaves out of their buds.
TUE 25 MAR
Here in Emsworth Brian Fellows today made his first attempt to count the Butterbur spikes in
Brook Meadow at Emsworth, coming up with a figure of 318 which may have increased when
he makes another count in early April. Equivalent count figures for the years 1999 to 2002
have been 298 / 412 / 458 / 240. +++
While in the meadow area Brian noted the first male flowers were out on one Ash tree - he tells me
that Ash trees can have varying proportions of male and female flowers with some like this one
being all male and some all female (and thus covered with Ash Key seeds)
MON 24 MAR
Having to visit Hayling on Tuesday morning (Mar 25) before writing these notes I stopped off by
Daw Lane where the ditches beside this ancient single track lane are now full of Primroses. As
I hoped one cluster of Common Dog Violets had three flowers open (but I see that Richard
Carpenter found this token of spring flowering at Brownwich on the Solent shore west of
Titchfield Haven on Monday, Mar 24, so the only first I could claim there was Charlock
flowering in the adjacent arable fields). Back at home I checked my lawn and saw the yellow
anthers showing on the Field Wood-rush plants for the first time.
On Monday John Goodspeed was on Catherington Lith and found the unusually named
‘Abraham,Isaac and Jacob’ (Trachystemon orientalis) in flower. The Hants Flora lists this plant

as very rare and only lists one site (at Selborne) in south Hampshire, but I think the plants in the
wood on top of Catherington Lith deserve a record as they seem to have been there since the
1940s when the bombing of Portsmouth caused a number of people to set up a shanty town on
the Lith, and many people stayed on here after the war, creating gardens around their ‘houses’.
These plants may have been planted then, and if so they have survived on their own for
perhaps 50 years or more, and deserve recognition for their stamina. +++
In Havant one plant of Cardamine pratense - variously called Cuckoo Flower, Milkmaids, and
other things - was in full flower in wet ground by the Hayling Billy trail (old rail line) right behind
my home +++
Best of all Richard Carpenter found the first Common Dog Violets out in the Brownwich area, as
noted above.
INSECTS

SUN 30 MAR
With continuing good weather reports of many butterfly species continue - Mike Duffy was out this
afternoon walking in the woods immediately north of Basingstoke in the Chineham area
marked on older maps as Basing Forest but now I think more commonly known as Carpenters
Down woods and his list was typical. Peacocks were most numerouse with over 14. followed
by 10+ Brimstones, 8 Commas, 7 Small Tortoiseshells, 5+ Small Whites and just 1 Speckled
Wood. +++
FRI 28 MAR
Between Mar 12 and 15, as I have already reported, there was a small outburst of Painted Lady
sightings in the Plymouth area and this suggested the emergence of larvae which had
overwintered in this country. I also recall reading (long ago) that in 1938 a wave of migrant
Painted Ladies reached this country in March of that year (perhaps making a desparate
attempt to flee Germany and seek sanctuary in this country?). There is also,of course, a third
way in which butterflies can appear at this time of year, namely by emerging from winter
hibernation, and a Painted Lady seen near the Brading Marshes on the Isle of Wight today is
thought to have done just that as its colours were faded (and there have been no other
sightings to suggest that migrants are arriving). +++
In 2001 a similarly faded example was seen in Gosport on Feb 15, and that was thought to have
emerged from hibernation, but the best evidence that I have for hibernation occurring in this
species is a first hand report from one Robert Coyne who, on 24 Jan 97 saw a Painted Lady
flutter to the ground while a shed was being demolished on an allotment at Purbrook (between
Portsdown and Waterlooville).
WED 26 MAR
Holly Blue is at last on the year list - just one appeared in Les Stride’s garden at Totton yesterday
(Mar 25) and was seen again today nectaring at Camellia flowers +++
Also seen today by Mark Litjens, who spent his lunch hour in the Farley Mount area south west of
Winchester, was his first Small White along with 22 Brimstones, 4 Small Tortoiseshells, 12
Peacocks and 19 Commas
One Bee Fly was probing Primrose flowers with its narwhal like proboscis when I was in Stansted
Forest this afternoon, Several Commas were on the wing there and two were in my garden
today
TUE 25 MAR
Small White butterflies have been few and far between so far this year - Bob Chapman had one
on Mar 12 at Portsmouth, then on Mar 22 on was seen by Mike Gibbons at Bournemouth and
another by Brian Fletcher at Winchester, and today the fourth that I know of turned up in Brook
Meadow at Emsworth, seen by Brian Fellows along with Commas and Peacocks as well as a
first 7-Spot Ladybird for the year. +++
Another butterfly that has been surprisingly reluctant to show itself this year is the usually
abundant Red Admiral - today Mark Litjens had just one at Farley Mount wit 27 Commas, 23
Brimstones, 7 Peacocks and 1 Small Tortoiseshell.

MON 24 MAR
I have no news for today, but the Butterfly Conservation Hampshire website tells me that Adrian
Hoskins was in Havant Thicket yesterday and found at least one Speckled Wood on the wing.
Back on Mar 6 Bill Marjeram reported a Speckled Wood flying at Titchfield Haven but there
have been no other reports of them until today, a similar gap in appearances to that reported for
Small White (see below) +++
A more definite ‘first for the year’ seen on Sunday was a Bee Fly, found by Mike Gibbons near St
Cathrine’s Point on the Isle of Wight. +++
Mike Gibbons tells me that on Saturday (Mar 22) he saw the first Small Copper of the year in his
home patch - the undercliff at Southbourne in Bournemoth. With it was a single Small White,
surprisingly only the second to be reported this year after Bob Chapmans sighting of one in the
Milton Locks nature reserve in south east Portsmouth which he manages in addition to the
better known Farlington Marshes reserve. Bob’s sighting was as early as Mar 12.
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 28 MAR
The Hampshire Bat Group welcomes newcomers, even if they are not experts in the subject, and
anyone with an interest in the subject can turn up for a meeting to be held at the Swanwick
Nature Reserve/Study Centre by the Hamble River at 7:30pm on April 2. This meeting is
designed to help people improve their bat recognition and I see there will be slides showing the
British species, and no doubt information on distinguishing their sounds using a bat detector,
but I am intrigued to see that there will also be information on a third way of identifying a bat
species - by looking at one of its hairs under a microscope (apparently each species has
unique hair characteristics). How you get hold of the hairs in the first place is another question
to which you may get an answer if you go along. As it is illegal for anyone without a licence
from English Nature to handle a bat, and as I would think that a bat would object as you or I
would to having a hair pulled out for study, this method of indentification may be of limited use
in connection with identifying dead bats ...
THU 27 MAR
When lovely little pet Terrapins start to bite off the finger tips of their owners these fast growing
canivores are often dumped in the nearest pond, and surprisingly many of them survive and
continue to grow until they are the size of dinner plates with teeth that take the lives of anything
they can grab in the water (they think nothing of taking a baby duckling). Several can be seen
in Baffins Pond and in the Hilsea moat in Portsmouth during the summer, and in hot climates
they remain active all year round but in England they hibernate under water (‘breathing’ - that is
absorbing oxygen from the water though their skin in the same way that Frogs can do. As the
only exposed skin not sealed within the shell, is a small area around their backsides they have
the dubious distinction of being able to ‘breathe through their backsides’). +++
James Wheeldon is the first to notice one on the surface this year - seen today in the Hilsea Moat.
Yesterday Lawrence Holloway visited Ambersham Common on the downs in the Midhurst area
and while there went to investigate a boggy area around a pool of water from which he could
hear strange noises that he thinks may have come from Natterjack Toads. Can anyone
confirm their presence there? and that they would by now have started ‘singing’?
WED 26 MAR
A single Hare, getting up from a bramble patch within feet of me and running off through the trees,
was my first of the year, seen in the southern part of Stansted Forest. Several Roe were seen,
one within yards of the main avenue carpark, and there were signs everywhere of the large
numbers of Fallow that live here. Although it will be at least a month (I think) before the Roe
start their rut I saw one thin stem of a young sapling that had been ‘frayed’ to tatters,
presumably by a Roe buck sharpening his antlers which are by now out of velvet. It will not be
long before the Fallow bucks drop their antlers. +++
A much smaller animal, glimpsed as it vanished into a wood pile, must have been my first
Common Lizard of the year. John Goodspeed tells me that several Lizards were seen on
Portsdown today, and he was able to get one onto his hands (wearing stout gardening gloves)
and retain it for some time for others to see but it got away before it could be photographed.

+++
Two more Hares were seen today by Richard Carpenter - one on Old Winchester Hill and the
other a few miles south down the Meon Valley in the Soberton area. +++
Baby lambs have probably appeared in many fields by now but, in view of the current much
regretted conflict in Iraq, I thought the following quote from Cliff Dean (on the Sussex
Ornithological website) was apropos to the world we all live in. From the Rye area close to the
Romney Marshes in Kent Cliff wrote .. ‘The first lambs were out on the marsh this morning,
their bleating sandwiched between automatic gunfire drifting in from Lydd and the howling of
Sunday motorbikes on the A259.’ +++
Finally, an addendum to what I wrote on Monday about the Brook Lampreys seen by Charles
Cuthbert. I failed to give his full description of what he saw, which included .. ‘I counted at least
seven individuals, all very close together, intertwining their bodies, in an isolated patch of
shingle, at a depth of about 30 - 50 cm. All of the fish were very lively and active, attaching
themselves to stones by their mouths, and by means of furious wriggling movements, turning
them over. I assumed that they were creating a breeding site. I estimated the size of the
lampreys to be 10 -12 cm long.’ Charles went on to ask if there is anyone who can tell him
more about the status of Brook Lampreys in Britain - can you help? He went on to say .. ‘Near
the Lampreys a Bullhead was also present. Meanwhile, more 'ready-paired' toads are still
arriving to spawn at my garden pond, following the first spawning by a few early pairs of toads
on 12th March. About twenty pairs of frogs also spawned there on 28th February/1st March
and the margins are now seething with small frog tadpoles. I have noticed every year that the
fresh frogspawn and toadspawn is highly attractive to the Palmate Newts in my pond, and that
they like to burrow into it, presumably eating it and the tiny tadpoles too!’
MON 24 MAR
At lunchtime today Charles Cuthbert was walking by the Nun’s Brook (which I imagine to be the
one of the various water channels in the area on the north east fringe of Winchester between
the Itchen and the road going north through Abbotts Barton to the Worthy villages) and here,
close to the Rugby Ground, found at least seven Brook Lampreys, many with their bodies
already interwined, preparing to spawn, and this sent me to my very limited source of
knowledge concerning ‘Water Life’, where what I read was fascinating. +++
I was vaguely aware that there were two or three types of these ‘sucker fish’ and I imagined they
all lived reasonably long adult lives sucking the blood of larger fishes. I also thought that, like
Trout, they had great variation in size and other characteristics depending on where they lived,
but were really one species. However I read that Brook, River and Sea Lampreys are different
species, and that the Brook Lamprey has a very different life cycle to other two species. Where
the River and Sea species grow to 50 or 90 cm long and spend several years as adults, for part
of the time out in the open sea, the Brook Lampreys have a very poor time of it. In their larval
stage they are called ‘Prides’ and live almost motionless in river bottom mud, straining tiny
particles of food from it and taking perhaps five years to become adult (as my book has it .. ‘
Blind and toothless, worm-like Lamprey larvae live and feed under mud for five years’) At the
end of this period you would think that they might have a bit of fun and put in a bit of blood
sucking in their adult form, but no such luck. In the final autumn and winter of their ‘childhood’
they undergo a transition to the adult form which can swim, but in the process their gut withers
away and they cannot feed as adults, so what Charles saw is the only high spot of their lives one mass writhing in a sexual orgy - after which they die.
Mike Gibbons tells me that Wall Lizards of the colony established in the Southbourne undercliff
area of Bournemouth have been active for a couple of weeks now, and he saw two there today.
Mike also raised the question of whether Wall Lizards had ever been ‘native’ anywhere north of
the Channel Islands and this sent me to my copy of the British Wildlife magazine (Dec 2000
issue) in which Andrew Quayle and Martin Noble say that one colony at Ventor on the Isle of
Wight has been known for about 100 years and may represent a remnant native population, but
other colonies in Britain (at least 11, including one at Ludlow in Shropshire, one in Kidbrooke in
London, and one at Farnham Castle in Surrey as well as a series strung along the south coast
from Sussex to Dorset) are mainly of known recent introductions and escapees, though one at
Portland is of unknown origin. +++

Common Lizards have also been out for about the same time - the first I know of having been
seen on Mar 16 (at Hove and in the New Forest). Last Saturday (Mar 22) Richard Carpenter
added a further sighting of one in the Botley Woods north of Fareham.
A sad story comes from David Parker at Forestside on the northen fringe of Stansted Forest.
Yesterday he saw a Rabbit apparently chasing a Crow across a field, but when he looked
through his binoculars he saw that the Crow had a baby rabbit in its bill. The adult rabbit,
presumably the mother, was eventually made to retreat by the attacks of a second Crow.
WEEK 12 MAR 17 – 23 (Edited Version)
BIRDS

SUN 23 MAR
Reports of Raven in the west of Hampshire are now commonplace but a sighting of one over the
Botley Woods by Mark Rolfe today suggests they may be invading our south east corner of the
county, though it is just as likely that this is a one off report of a far-roaming bird to be treated
rather like the Red Kites which occasionally appear in our sky but do not stay.
I walked past Langstone Mill Pond this morning and thought that the Cetti’s Warbler that was
occasionally heard there in the winter must have gone, but towards midday Brian Fellows
heard one singing strongly there - maybe a new bird just arrived there and shouting to see if
any others of its kind are present.
Another item of local news comes from Keith Aitken, who found 134 Fieldfare with 1 Redwing in
fields west of Marlpit Lane near Funtington, and I also have a message from James Wheeldon
at Hilsea saying that a large flock of Redwing has been feeding on berries on the Hilsea
Ramparts immediately south of Hilsea Lido. James says that he heard one of these birds
singing, though he does not describe the song (but he implies that he was not hearing the
excited chattering which the birds make at this time of year)
At least four Meadow Pipits were singing over the Langstone South Moors this morning (I recently
wrote that this was the first year in which none seemed to be present there this spring!) and my
first three Wheatears were near the Tamarisk pool. On the shore between Langstone Bridge
and Broadmarsh I counted around 450 Brent that were probably resting on passage (some
were feeding, others sitting down to rest, and every so often small groups would move further
east along the shore as if feeling the urge to be on the move again). I saw no Dunlin at all on
the shore but there was a fair showing of Black-tailed Godwit (two or three dozen well spread
out along the tideline) among the many Oystercatchers and smaller numbers of Redshank and
Curlew. At the mouth of the Langbrook stream just under 40 Wigeon were still present, with
several Med Gulls there (and one flew over my head at Langstone Mill pond.
On both Langstone Pond and Budds Farm pools I could only see single Swans, but in neither
case could I spot the other bird of each pair on its nest, though they probably were. There were
still 10 Shoveler at Budds Farm but I could only seen 9 Tufted Duck and 4 Teal there, and even
Mallard were in short supply.
My count of nearly 500 Brent on the Langstone west shore this morning may be the last big
collection that I see, as several other messages today indicate that the supply of Brent is
rapidly diminishing. At Fareham Creek this morning Trevor Carpenter was surprised to find no
Brent or Wigeon at all, and at Seaford (near Beachy Head) Dick Gilmore commented that
passing Brent were few, while Brian Fellows - visiting the Langstone South Moors only a few
hours after I saw an estimated 450 Brent - could only see 80 Brent and 20 Wigeon (where I had
seen 40 or more). I don’t know how many Brent were still at Farlington Marshes but I am pretty
sure Mark Rolfe, who reported one Brant and one Pale Bellied Brent still present there this
morning, would have remarked if there were no other Brent to be seen. At Selsey Bill some
300 Brent were seen to pass this morning, but maybe they were the birds I had seen at
Langstone?
Rosemary Webb joined a Sussex Wildlife Trust walk to see the Wild Daffodils in West Dean
Woods this morning, and as some 50 people were assembling in the carpark a male Crossbill
sang vociferously from a perch only ten feet above her head - she was delighted but no one
else took the slightest interest. +++

SAT 22 MAR
At the Portsmouth IBM Lake this morning for the WeBS count one of some half dozen Little Grebe
was in full summer plumage and there was a reasonable show of ducks (37 Tufted, 32 Mallard,
10 Teal and pairs of Pochard and Shoveler) with 23 Coot and 21 Moorhen, but my interest was
in the number of Canada Geese likely to nest and I found 9 pairs with another six geese in two
groups of three. Chiffchaff were singing in several places but I did not see the expected pair of
Kestels nor the Egret which Kevin Stouse saw earlier in the week. The Mute Swan pair were
present but just idling on the water and there was no sign of Great Crested Grebe. The most
interesting sight was of a Green Woodpecker behaving exactly like one of those wooden
models of it in the form of a door knocker - it was clinging to the trunk of a small Willow tree, not
more then three feet from the gound, and seemingly trying to drill a nest hole in it as it was
repetitively hitting the same spot and not pausing to look for food items. +++
Brian Fellows was also out on WeBS count duty in the south east Hayling sector of Chichester
Harbour, finding 101 Brent still present (the majority of them in a flock of 74 of which 24 were
juveniles - tying in with my observations that many of the Brent still with us are family groups
whose young may need more time to feed up for the journey ahead). Wader numbers were low
with only 44 Dunlin seen (plus 42 Grey Plover and 22 Turnstone). There were also 5 Lapwing
on Brian’s list - hopefully birds still trying to breed on Tournerbury Marsh.
FRI 21 MAR
The average arrival date for Willow Warblers is given in the 2000 Hampshire Bird Report as Mar
26, with the earliest ever being on Mar 17 in 1992, and with the current settled weather I have
been expecting to hear their song before the average date, but no luck so far! It does, however,
seem that both Willow Warblers and Blackcap migrants have started to arrive - see yesterdays
notes for news of Blackcaps. To my sceptical mind the case for Willow Warblers in never
proven until they sing but I now have two reports of them - one from Moira Doherty at Woolmer
Pond today, a single bird distinguished from the Chiffchaffs by the leg colour, and another from
James Wheeldon at Hilsea in Portsmouth, distinguished by the di-syllabic call note, as early as
Mar 13 (and I feel this would require confirmation in order to set a new ‘earliest ever’ date). Call
notes can vary between individuals and no doubt leg colour is not infallible (I remember reading
of singing Willow Warblers seen in Portugal with very black legs, and I think the suggestion was
that - as Flamingoes turn pink if they get the right food - so these birds had been drinking an
overdoes of Blackcurrant juice or the like (I can’t remember the actual additive suggested in
that case), but no doubt there is a Willow Warbler out there waiting for you this weekend ... +++
I must mention a letter which reached me this morning from Sonia Bolton who lives in Southsea
and often joins HOS walks. She writes that soon after lunch on Feb 26, driving east along the
Southsea seafront near the South Parade pier .. ‘ a Swallow dived low over the road, only a few
feet ahead of my car. It came from the west and veered over towards the beach again, going
east’
This morning Tony Gutteridge and I were out patrolling the farm fields at Warblington (on the
shore between Havant and Emsworth) to start a new season of the BTO Common Bird Census
which Tony started on this plot in 1977 (and before anyone objects that the BTO has
abandoned the old CBC in favour of the BBS scheme our monitoring at Warblington is going
ahead with blessing of the BTO but getting Tony do the analysis which they normally do - Tony
doesn’t get paid for the work, and the BTO can’t afford to pay people to do it at their head
office!) +++
There was nothing too exciting to report - we didn’t track down the resident Little Owls and saw
just one of the Kestrels which nest in Warblington Castle tower (but I was told that the pair had
both been displaying around the nest site recently). Skylarks were down to one singing bird
(where there were 33 in the early years), and Chiffchaffs plus one burst of Blackcap song were
the only migrants. Just three solitary Meadow Pipits flew north (none were in the SSSI field
where they used to nest). On the bright side there were some 20 Egrets in the area and a
Green Sandpiper on the watercress beds while two noisy Jays were relative newcomers to the
scene, and at least one pair of Long Tailed Tits seem settled in. A less welcome but now
expected sight was of a flock of 58 corvids - basically all Crows (one with almst totally white
primaries and secondaries giving a fully white trailing edge to the wings) with possibly a couple

of Jackdaws (we used to have a fieldful of Rooks until the last year or so - I think this is the first
year that none of the half dozen Rook nests on the plot area are occupied, nor is the moderate
sized Rookery by the Brookfield hotel on the Havant to Emsworth road). Another relatively new
feature is the presence of four Brent Geese that almost certainly intend to stay the summer they were on the south easternmost field and hardly showed any worry when I walked close to
them, but there were at least another 14 left on the shore with 25 Shelduck, a few Wigeon and
Teal and, as the tide rose, a show of 17 or more Mergansers. A couple of other sightings of
interest were a couple of Snipe and my first hearing of Pied Wagtail song from a smart male at
the farmyard where there is still at good show of House Sparrows - though I only saw 8
Starlings in nearly five hours!
The second item I would pick from today’s miscellanea is news that the Emsworth Peter Pond
swan has settled on her newly built nest which is not on the new artificially raised nest site but
nevertheless survived one of the highest spring tides during last night. This came from Brian
Fellows who also found the Baffins Pond swan settled on her safer island nest when he was
there on Tuesday Mar 18 (but no Water Rail could be seen there and the Shoveler were down
to 8). +++
THU 20 MAR
News from Pulborough Brooks is that a White Stork arrived there yesterday (Mar 19) and was still
there today. If there is only one such Stork on the south coast at the moment it is keeping a
consistent list of alibi apprearances - after leaving the Sussex Ouse on Mar 15 it could have
made it to Dorset and then to Beaulieu where it was seen on Mar 18, and even though it was
apparently seen flying west again over Lymington on Mar 18 it could have turned round and got
back to the Arun at Pulborough on Mar 19. +++
Also on the SOS news for Mar 19 is a sighting of just one Ruddy Duck on Swanbourne Lake at
Arundel (worth £850 if you shoot it!!) and high on the hillside above the lake was a Firecrest.
+++
On Mar 18 Brian Fellows was at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth where, in addition to the nesting
Swan and absent Water Rails reported above, he found some 20 Collared Dove still present.
Later he went to Thornham Point on Thorney Island and watched a Short-eared Owl hunting.
+++
Even earlier news comes from the ‘Recent Reports’ page for Titchfield Haven - they have only just
put up news for Mar 15 when a single Brambling was still present, possibly the last for this
spring on the coast, along with one Bittern and one Greylag. On Sunday Mar 14 a full wildfowl
count was made at the Haven, and the list includes the very special one day appearance of a
piar of Garganey on the scrapes. Other counts were Wigeon 524, Teal 147, Mallard 134,
Pochard 86, Shoveler 57, Gadwall 25, Shelduck 18 and Pintail 2.
WED 19 MAR
A note from Steve Keen describing how a Blue Tit reacted when he rescued it from the porch of a
house is worth a repeat here. Steve wrote that this was .. ‘one of my all-time favourite birding
experiences. Having rescued a Blue Tit from a porch: normally they either fly off immediately or
else poo on your hand a couple of times, whimper a bit and then fly off. This one sat on my
hand, looked me in the eye and then set about blissfully singing for ten minutes or more. I
swear I got a look of love. In the end it flew into a nearby tree and sang some more. And it only
pooed on my hand once.’
This morning, cycling to Hayling Island, I stopped in Langstone by the north end of the old rail
bridge where I heard the unmistakeable calls of a Med Gull (like cat with a cold in the nose
saying ‘Kaaow’ instead of ‘meiaow’) and was able to pick out six summer plumaged birds, two
of them standing breast to breast, calling and displaying. With them, among lots of gulls,
Wigeon and Mergansers, were some 40 Brent whose numbers diminished as I watched small
parties take off and fly purposefully eastwards and upwards as if setting off on their migration
journey (though I think they normally leave in the evening and fly by night). Another 40 or so
Brent were around the Oysterbeds and later I counted 182 in the Kench.
Later in the day John Gowen went to Farlington Marshes and saw a flock of 250 on the grass
between the lake and the bushes, and then found another 250 on the water south of
Broadmarsh Point. So there were at least 750 Brent in Langstone Harbour today, but I guess

there will be far fewer by the end of this week. +++
As Brent numbers diminish so numbers of some other wildfowl temporarily increase with passage
birds from elsewhere dropping in for a break in their travels. I have no idea of how many
Wigeon are left on Farlington Marshes but the number at the mouth of the Langbrook stream,
just west of Langstone Bridge, was up to 80 today when John Gowen was there, around three
times the normal winter flock at that place. On Mar 4 John counted 84 here, but then that figure
dropped back to around 40 until a new wave of passage birds seems to have dropped in today.
Goldeneye are showing the same pattern in far smaller numbers - they seemed to vanish from
the harbour at the beginning of March - the last I heard of were 10 seen by John Gowen on Mar
4 with no further sightings until Mar 16 when a few were seen by Kevin Stouse’s walk party.
Another three dropped in today (and there was one in Pagham Harbour yesterday) but there
will be few more of these to see until next winter - the same goes for Pintail of which the
number at Titchfield Haven was down to just 2 today.
Black-tailed Godwit will be around for some time yet and I see from Kevin Sayer that the
Farlington Ringing Group are trying to monitor the progress of their moult by asking observers
to report the state of each flock they come across, marking them in a scale from 1 (all in winter
plumage) to 7 (all in summer plumage) depending of the proportion of the flock that is in
summer plumage. I think the big flocks have now broken up and we are more likely to see
smaller groups of 10 or 20 birds in many more places on the shores - certainly such groups are
starting to appear in the Langstone area and I see that yesterday Trevor Carpenter could only
find six within the Titchfield Haven reserve. Bar-tailed Godwit remain much scarcer that usual
- the only current report is from the Tanners Lane area east of Lymington where there were 5 to
be seen. +++
News of other waders includes a Sanderling seen in full summer plumage by Jason Crook at
Sandy Point on Hayling and there is a report from Martin Gillingham of just one Knot at
Farlington Marshes on Monday (I thought that a mass of 200+ birds roosting at the mouth of the
Kench during today’s high tide was of Knot - but from Ferry Road I could not be sure). Avocet
continue to show in very small numbers - today there were three at Titchfield Haven, and
yesterday 9 flew east past Seaford near Beachy Head.
Chiffchaffs are everywhere and today’s messages carry reports of over 60 birds noticed in 9
separate places over the past three days (in addition to the reports which I have already noted
on Monday). Bill Marjeram gives a typical report of migrant arrival at Hook (Warsash) where a
group of 8 birds were ‘feeding avidly’, John Simons came across more then 10 in one small part
of Stansted Forest yesterday and Ben Darvill had more than 12 singing by the Itchen just north
of Southampton on Sunday. My own cycle trip from Havant to Gunner Point on Hayling today
recorded five or more birds singing, all at widely different points on the trip, so the migrant
arrivals are already widespread. +++
At Sidlesham Ferry on Monday (Mar 17) one Swallow was seen - the nearest to the Havant area
so far! Another bird that has been with us in the winter but may now be summoning migrant
re-inforcements is the Black Redstart.
While on the subject of Pipits I heard my first Meadow Pipit song at the Hayling Golf Course today
- after a series of false starts sounding like someone trying to start a car with a flat battery the
bird eventually made its fluttering song flight. At the Hayling Oysterbeds I strongly fancy that I
heard Rock Pipit song when a Pipit came gliding down over my head with very rigid wings
uttering a louder and clearer series of repeated notes than the normal Meadow Pipit before it
landed on the shingle bar across the mouth of Stoke Bay. +++
Further south down the coastal path , beyond the pillbox and path leading to West Lane, I was
watching the resident male Kestrel in the ‘Aston villa’ area when a loud noise made me look
down to see two Red-legged Partridge explode from the horse-riders part of the track. I see
that Pete Durnell’s book of Hayling Wildlife records both Red-legs and Grey Partridge as
resident breeders on the Island, but I suspect these may have been some that were released
on the north Hayling fields this winter (on Feb 22 I heard one calling near Northwood Farm and
saw game feeder drums in the same field). Down on Sinah Common Linnets were back on
territory and singing but there was little other bird interest beyond a Blackcap singing briefly in
the Saltmarsh Lane copse area.

MON 17 MAR
Hampshire may not have a Cormorant ‘rookery’ but Pamber Forest had a good looking ‘plastic
bird’ for Mike Wall - he asks if Green Pheasant is tickable for his year list. Talking of Rookeries
I thought I knew the Southwick Woods/Lye Heath area south west of Demead pretty well but
Brian Fellows’ report of the Havant Wildlife Group’s outing there on Saturday morning held one
surprise for me - describing a large and very active Rookery which has been established near
Lye Heath farm for long enough to be named on the map as Rook Row. I do recall seeing a
winter roost of some 150 Magpies in that area long ago, and hearing of the rescue of a Gannet
found in the Wallington River a little upstream at Sheepwash Farm and taken to Brent Lodge
with a stout rubber band around its bill as a damage limitation precaution which I gather nearly
cost the bird its life (the rescuers did not know that a Gannet has its nostrils inside its bill - if you
have ever had water forced up your nose when diving you can imagine how a Gannet would
feel after each dive if its nostrils were external!)
The Green Pheasant may have been an ‘odd bird’ in a normal habitat, but when at Thornham
Lane on Thorney Island today Tony Gutteridge saw a ‘normal’ bird close to ‘abnormal’ habitat a Dartford Warbler near the garden of the last bungalow in the lane. I’m pretty sure this bird
had no interest in the garden, but having just reported (see notes for Fri 14 Mar) how a Dartford
Warbler seems to have spent an afternoon in a small suburban garden at Langstone, the
association of the bird with a garden in Tony’s news did make me wonder if this was the same
bird having moved a little further east and still showing an interest in garden habitat. +++
While Tony Gutteridge was in the Thornham marshes area he watched two Short-eared Owls
quartering the ground near the old airfield landing lights, and in the sky above them saw a
young Peregrine having a go at an immature Lesser Blackback Gull. Many Skylarks and
Meadow Pipits were singing from that same area of sky today, while yesterday Tony heard
more bird song in woodland west of the River Arun upstream from Pulborough and north of
Fittleworth, including two Marsh Tits singing competitively and three Tree Creepers singing
independently in different places - the first report of Tree Creeper song that has reached me
this year, reminding me that the much commoner Goldcrests are now starting to sing (I heard
my third song of the year today by the Langbrook stream in Havant) and also reminding me that
(although I have not heard or seen them this year) a pair of Nuthatches are once more present
in the Wade Court area and have been visiting a bird table in Nik Knight’s garden at the Old
Farmhouse.
Other news for today which caught my eye included Roger Webb’s sightings of a Purple
Sandpiper still present at Southsea Castle with 50 Sanderling plus 1 Wheatear on the nearby
beach.
I myself saw a Kingfisher fly up the Langbrook Stream to perch by the bridge for the approach
road to the old IBM Havant plant (now the Langstone Technology Park), proving that they have
not all left the coast yet (further proof of this came when posting a notice at Langstone Mill on
Tuesday morning before writing this - one flew over the Mill Pond there). Brian Fellows was
with me when we saw the Langbrook bird, and later sent me news from Emsworth that the
Peter Pond Swan pair are still rejecting the raised ‘nest platform’ provided for them and are
once more building a nest well below the high water mark where one attempt this year has
already been washed away.
PLANTS
SUN 23 MAR
Rosemary Webb tells me that the Wild Daffodils in the West Dean Woods are now at their best.
While she was there today she also found Wild Strawberries in flower as well the Barren ones.
My own walk around the Langstone area found Horse Chestnut leaves expanding from their buds
near the Langbrook stream and Hedge Mustard flowering where that stream runs by the Tesco
store. On the Homewell springs tributary of the Langbrook just one Kingcup flower was open
near the Dolphin pub.
SAT 22 MAR
The Havant Wildlife Group walk this morning was around the Gunner Point area of South Hayling,

and I hear that their best find was of Little Mouse-ear already in flower (the much commoner
Sea Mouse-ear, which starts to flower early in the year, was not on their list). Oxford Ragwort
and Eastern Rocket were also flowering, and Danish Scurvygrass had begun to appear
everywhere.
FRI 21 MAR
Before getting round to writing this entry on Saturday (Mar 22) I had to visit the IBM North Harbour
site for the monthly count of Portsmouth Harbour birds, and also had to do some essential
shopping in Havant, both outings giving me good new flowers. Walking to Waitrose here in
Havant gave me my first sight of Rue-leaved Saxifrage flowering in the pavement cracks of The
Pallant - just one white flower staring up at me and the three fingered leaves obvious even from
standing height, but the IBM site gave me six new flowerings. +++
Prettiest of these was a Cowslip plant (possibly a garden variety but growing unattended for many
years by the lake) - just one plant had open flowers but soon there will be a mass at the lake
edge as there is now a blaze of Coltsfoot in a couple of places. Second equal for ‘prettiness’
were a small mat of Common Stork’s-bill and a single fresh plant of Blue Fleabane with its first
flower half open, and most interesting but least eye-catching was another single flower on othe
only plant of Changing Forget-me-not (which will soon be abundant here). +++
Already abundant were the lovely red catkins on many hybrid Black Poplars (the Grey Poplar
catkins are already over) and also out in force were the male flowers on the relatively young
Monterey Pines planted by the lake on the ‘twin peaks’ (with them is one young Atlantic Cedar,
and when I saw the ground below it was littered with fallen male flowers I wondered how I could
have missed its flowering but I see that this tree flowers in September, so I have not missed this
year’s flowering (though I don’t think I mentioned the tiny bright yellow flowers on the Nootka
Cypresses in the carpark which have now vanished until next winter). One other new flowering
for me was of the ‘bulbifer’ subspecies of Lesser Celandine which I did not spot during my
February visit (now nearly two months ago). +++
While there I thought I might have two more species but have since found with my handlens that I
did not - I brought back specimens of Parsley Piert on which I can detect no flowers with the
lens, and also a specimen of what I thought might be Erophila majuscula as the leaves were
not green and the stems very hairy, but looking at it carefully I find it is just a variant of Common
Whitlowgrass. Unlike most of the Whitlowgrass seen elsewhere on the shore and in very poor
soil where the plants are at most 4mm high, these plants on an earth bank of soil that is
probably still saline were up to 5cm tall and obviously very hairy on the stems even to the naked
eye from standing height, while their leaves were very dark in colour and not obviously green.
The leaves were actually mainly a dark purple colour (probably something to do with the saline
soil) and under the lens looked like Bristly Ox-tongue leaves, having many but not densely
packed ‘warts’ from which forked hairs stood up, and the stems were thickly covered with
simple white hairs. Nevertheless the very top of the stem was hairless, and the petioles of the
flowers were twice as long as the petal length (no flowers open enough to check the depth of
the split in them).
My only first flowering for Friday was one that Jim Berry has already claimed for the year - Barren
Strawberry which I found at Warblington, where there was a fine show of really natural
Primroses by water channels and streams running across the fields.
THU 20 MAR
Jim Berry had another first flowering today when he was walking down the wooded zig-zag path
from the open fields of Ladyholt Park (about half way between Rowlands Castle and Buriton
near Petersfield) to the track called Harris Lane which is part of the Sussex Border Path. Here
he found a mass of Moschatel which some flowers properly out, unlike the buds which I saw on
Old Idsworth Farm recently.
WED 19 MAR
By the time I got round to writing these notes on Thursday (Mar 20) I had found two more flowers
to add to the current repertoire, both of them have I think been seen in flower earlier this year as
left-overs from last season, but neither have been out in the past month. One is Ivy-leaved
Toadflax, now having three flowers open on a south facing wall in my road, the other is the
common Sow Thistle with a newly open flower on a plant that has stood in a pavement crack

showing green leaves since last year.
On Mar 19 I cycled to south Hayling, finding a mass of Danish Scurvygrass at the seaward end of
the Ferry Road (outside the harbour office), and also finding lovely blue flowers on Green
Alkanet in Sinah Lane. Not new. but just starting to flourish, were two clusters of Coltsfoot
flowers by the Hayling Coastal path, a few more clusters of Blackthorn flowers, and two great
displays of Sweet Violets. +++
Not yet in flower, but promising a great display any day now, were the Cowslips on Magdalen Hill
Down butterfly reserve just east of Winchester - these were noted today by Derek Mills. +++
More local news came from John Gowen telling me that the Giant Butterbur plants by the
Langbrook stream here in Havant will not have the protection of being in the new Hampshire
Wildlife Trust nature reserve (Langstone South Moors) because they fall outside the boundary
of the reserve by a good three or four metres. John tells me they are on land owned by the
Autoliv factory (that lovely new building dominating the South Moors) and we can only hope the
management of that organisation never get round to making any use of that small parcel of wet
wasteland. John was also told by a local resident they knew all about the Butterbur - they were
convinced that the plants were the Gunnera that is often planted in similar locations but which
has much bigger and taller leaves with ragged, palmate edges unlike the rounded leaves of the
Butterburs.
TUE 18 MAR
Today Jim Berry took a walk in Inholmes Wood stretching north on a ridge from just west of the
village of Stoughton (near the source of the River Ems) towards East Marden. I think he will
have been at the north end of the wood when he found Wild Daffodils in flower along with the
very first Barren Strawberry flowers plus Coltsfoot and Wood Anemones. +++
Richard Hallett also found Wild Daffodils flowering today in Creech Woods, south of Denmead.
I see that I missed an important entry from yesterday’s diary - the first Greater Stichwort of the
year flowering with Ground Ivy and a lovely mass of Lesser Periwinkle on an ancient
hedgebank halfway between Havant and north Emsworth (junction of Southleigh and East
Leigh roads), and that I did not remark on the mass of Alexanders now flowering beside the old
A3 road climbing Portsdown from Cosham.
MON 17 MAR
Before writing these notes on Tuesday (Mar 18) I cycled to Langstone and found one plant of Cow
Parsley in full flower, unlike a plant which I have reported earlier as having one or two flowers
open by the Hayling Billy Line in Havant, or the one which the Havant Wildlife Group found in
the Southwick Woods area north of Portsdown on Saturday - no doubt they will now appear
everywhere before next weekend.
On Monday afternoon I walked down the Langbrook stream from Havant with Brian Fellows and
we both enjoyed the magnificent show of female Butterbur flowers now to be seen near the
entrance to the farmyard. The object of our visit was mainly to have a look at the other species
of Butterbur that is also flowering there, of which we found 60 plants and I convinced myself
that most if not all were Petasites japonicus (Giant Butterbur) though it is possible that a few of
them could be the White Butterbur (these will have been planted by the landscape gardeners
acting for IBM in the early 1980s, and if they planted a mass of female Butterbur (P. hybridus)
and P. japonicus plants why not go the whole hog and throw in a few P. albus as well?). We
should be able to separate the species when the leaves appearr. +++
On the same walk we found Common Whitlowgrass on the old wall in Havant that will soon have
the more unusual Saxifraga tridactylites, saw Maidenhair Spleenwort on another old wall by St
Faith’s Church, and then found that the Rustyback Fern on the old wall of the old West Mill at
Langstone was putting out many new leaves and further extending its hold on this wall (the only
location I know of for this fern in the Havant area). Opposite that wall we enjoyed the fairly new
garden throwout ‘Glory of the Snow’ plants (Chionodoxa forbesii), and we even had a good
example of Wavy Bittercress by the path right outside the Tesco store (where Hedge Mustard
will soon have flowers)
At Flexford (alongside Chandlers Ford, north of Southampton) Martin Rand was yesterday
helping with conservation work at the HWT reserve alongside Monk’s Brook and found the first
Hairy Woodrush in flower as well as Wood Anemones, and in another HWT reserve at Pamber

Forest north of Basingstoke Mike Wall found Wood Spurge in flower. Nearer home (and much
more colourful) a good show of Hairy Violets was seen by John Goodspeed outside Fort
Purbrook on Portsdown. +++
Coltsfoot seems reluctant to show itself this year (I have seen just two flowers on Hayling Island)
but I was encouraged to see that it is now showing on the beach in the Pett area near Hastings.
On Saturday (Mar 15) the Havant Wildlife Group was in the Southwick Woods north of Portsdown
and found more Early Dog Violets and Ground Ivy plus one plant of Cow Parlsey having one
flower open!
INSECTS
SUN 23 MAR
This morning I came across two Small Tortoiseshells and two Commas in the Havant area
SAT 22 MAR
At the Portsmouth IBM site a Small Tortoiseshell was the only butterfly seen as I walked around
the lake but on the dry warm each banks at the southern footings of the buildings a small
collection of mining bees were busily preparing to dig - I could not identify them but I think they
were a Halictus species.
FRI 21 MAR
In my notes for Wednesday I asked if anyone had seen female Brimstone butterflies, and today I
have two answers. The Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website reports Peter Eeles as
finding two Brimstones in Pamber Forest today - one a male and the other a female - while a
personal note from Mike Duffy tells me that he saw a female at Noar Hill last Monday (Mar 17)
which is the same day that Lynn Fomison was out on Magdalen Hill Down and almost certainly
saw some females there (as I mentioned on Wednesday).
Moving from things that I can recognize (Brimstone butterflies!) to the dark mysteries of
micro-moths I read, also on the BC website that a friend of Maurice Opie (the friend being
known as ‘Martin the Moff Man’) has had some interesting moths coming to his door lights in
Totton recently (the house in question being near the Lower Test Marshes). Among this
collection were a Plume Moth called Emmelina monodactyla and a Scoparia species, probably
S, ambigualis. I have an idea of what a Plume moth might look like but had to look up the name
Scoparia to find it was a Pyralid (a very large group which includes the tiny ‘tubular shaped’
Grass Moths but also other species such as the Pyrausta aurata ‘Mint Moth’ and other good
looking species such as Mother of Pearl, Small Magpie and the China Marks). +++
THU 20 MAR
On Tuesday Brian Fellows counted a total of 8 Small Tortoiseshell butterflies in the Emsworth
Brook Meadow site, plus one Comma
WED 19 MAR
I saw my first Brimstone on Hayling today, along with a couple of Small Tortoiseshells (one so
battered and colourless that when it flew past me I thought it might be a Speckled Wood, but
realised what it was when it returned to the Dandelion from which I had disturbed it). Other
messages today reflect the continuing outburst of three main species with new records totalling
at least 22 Small Tortoiseshells (13 of them seen at Hove by Tony Wilson), at least 5 Commas
and at least 8 Brimstones. Among the Brimstone reports is a frustrating one from Lynn
Fomison at Magdalen Hill Down which says that when she and others walked round the
reserve on Monday (Mar 17) .. ‘We were accompanied by Brimstones - mainly males’
Presumably that means some were females (essential to the purpose of their appearance!) but
the females usually appear quite a bit later than the males and no one has specifically
mentioned seeing a female yet. So can I assume that Lynn did see some females??
TUE 18 MAR
Last Saturday I noted the appearance of what I called a 16 Spot Ladybird in Derek Mills’ kitchen at
Farnham, and can only plead ignorance for giving the wrong species name. Derek’s original
message said .. ‘I found a cream-streaked, 16 spot ladybird in my kitchen this afternoon (my
neighbour has a couple of pine species in her garden).’ and as I have no reference book
mentioning either Cream-streaked or 16-Spot ladybird species I read this as an observation of

a a 16-spot Ladybird that happened to be cream-streaked. In fact the insect was of the
Cream-streaked species and happened to have 16 spots! You can’t win them all!
MON 17 MAR
Saturday’s totals of butterflies were easily outstripped by the totals reported for Sunday and
Monday and there is no way that I can list what everyone saw so here are the totals of the
various reported sightings to add to Saturday’s figures. Brimstones 82+ (including one in my
own garden when I was not at home - I still haven’t seen one!), Small Tortoiseshells 26+ (not
including a male and female pairing in Lynn Fomison’s Ropley garden on Mar 14, nor one on
Browndown at Gosport on the same day), Commas 21, Peacocks 13 and surprisingly only 3
Red Admirals. +++
In addition to these totals some late reports, including some for Saturday which came after I wrote
the notes for Saturday below, give us another 2 Red Admirals, 18 Commas, and 3 Small
Tortoiseshells +++
This is a magnificent start to the year, the more so as the persisting good weather is giving these
butterflies a chance to meet and mate - though no one has yet mentioned a female Brimstone!
A couple of surprises, though, are that we have not had any follow up to the single reports of
Small White and Speckled Wood sightings, and not a mention of Holly Blue - can anyone rectify
these omissions?
The butterfly sightings may be hogging the limelight on this insect news page but there was
interest for ‘mothers’ when Rob Edmunds had a Yellow Horn moth at his Fleet trap on Saturday
night (Mar 15), and was able to publish photos of it on the Hampshire BC news website.
Another interesting group of insects which were also captured on camera were small metallic,
jumping, Flea Beetles seen by Brian Fellows at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow (in the same place
and almost the same date as last spring). Brian believes the species is Althica oleracea. +++
From Hastings Andrew Grace supplies further insect news, reporting that three species of
Bumblebee are active there (B. terrestris, B. pratorum and B. lucorum). These I am familiar
with but I can’t say the same for the 60 species of Andrena bees which occur in Britain
according to Michael Chinery - I recognise the Tawny Mining Bee (Andrena fulva) but I have no
idea as to the looks or habits of Andrena thoracica which Andrew found visiting Coltsfoot
flowers on Hastings beach (I wonder if it had a sore throat?)
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 21 MAR
On Tuesday Brian Fellows saw Roe, having a more typical observation than David’s. Brian was in
the Prinsted-Nutbourne area on the Chichester Harbour north shore and saw a single buck with
a single doe in the shore fields.
MON 17 MAR
In southeast Hampshire Muntjac remain rarities and reports of them need to be validated as some
casual observers can mistake Roe Deer for Muntjac, but in other parts of England they are
numerous enough to be regularly seen or at least heard barking. I have no idea of their status
in north Hampshire but today John Collman saw a couple of them on the slopes of Pilot Hill
which (so I learn from him and see from the map) has the highest point in Hampshire, at least
five metres higher than Butser Hill which I have always thought was Hampshire’s highest peak.
That piece of information hardly justifies my headline referrring to the Muntjac as ‘mountain
goats’, but I do get carried away ...
Also in a watery environment Brian was by the Wallington River near Comphouse Farm to the
north of Portsdown on Saturday and his practiced eye spotted Water Vole burrows in the
stream bank though he saw no active Voles.
WEEK 11 MAR 10 – 16 (Edited Version)
BIRDS
SUN 16 MAR
Mark Rolfe took a long walk today from his Fareham home down to Titchfield Haven and on to the
Chilling shore where he counted 140 Eider on the water which is a good cue for passing on the
news that on Friday (Mar 14) Russell Wynn easily broke the Hampshire county record of 146
Eider seen in one place with a count of 191 of them seen from Hurst Spit in the west Solent.

Just before this Marc Moody had found 158 Eider in the Oxey area of Lymington Marshes, and
Marc believes that all the Eider seen in the Solent recently have a communal roost on Oxey
Lake, spreading out from there at daybreak to the various places where they are seen by day
so an attempt is now underway to get a team out to all the likely spots along the Solent shore
from Lymington to Hill Head at first light on Saturday (Mar 22) to observe if this is the case.
Mark today saw the Eider fly east from the Fawley area to land on the sea at Chilling, fitting
Marc’s theory but although there have been counts of up to 80 Eider off Hill Head since the end
of January it seems surprising that no one has detected such a large number as 190 roosting
together at Oxey Lake until now.
Other good sightings by Mark Rolfe include 9 Water Pipits seen half-way down the Titchfield
Canal Path, and also seen from this path were a hunting Barn Owl, 15 Pintail, 360 Wigeon, and
64 Black-tailed Godwit.
Kevin Stouse led a HOS walk along the Broadmarsh and South Moors shore here in Havant today
and they confirmed that the Ring-billed Gull can still be seen on the mud opposite Broadmarsh
slipway. They also saw a Water Rail at the Budds Farm pools and saw a Kingfisher at one
point though I cannot work out on which of the three streams in the area the bird was seen - as
the only clue as to the location is that a dog was able to get into the stream nearby I guess this
may have been the Brockhampton stream, though it could have been the Hermitage Stream or
the Langbrook. My interest in this is that Kingfishers have nested on the Hermitage Stream in
a good many years - and hopefully may do so this year (by this date the wintering Kingfishers
have probably left the coast and returned to their territories).
SAT 15 MAR
An adult Med Gull in full summer plumage seen today by Steve Mansfield at Easton on the River
Itchen where it turns east towards Alresford just north of Winchester was an unusual inland
record (and a stunning sight for Steve). Although these birds are now quite common on the
coast there are only a handfull of inland records (ten miles or more from the coast) each year.
Less welcome was the sight of a Heron in the same area with what was almost certainly a
Water Vole in its bill. +++
More local news comes from Southsea where Roger Webb found the Red-necked Grebe had
returned to the sea off the South Parade Pier, and Graham Osborne saw three Purple
Sandpiper still present at Southsea Castle. Graham was on a far-roving mission today and
also visited south Hayling, West Walk woods near Wickham (where 2 Siskin were singing and
5 Crossbill showed well) and the Chilling shore (where he was lucky enough to see 125 of the
Eiders now in the Solent.
FRI 14 MAR
Today’s best birds must be a pair of Garganey which Richard Carpenter saw on the Titchfield
Haven scrapes - not the first on the south coast as a drake landed by the Sussex Ouse on Feb
26, but the first I have heard of in Hampshire.
The other outstanding news item today comes from Ken Hearne in Worthing, confirming that the
Lesser Whitethroat which has been in his garden since Nov 17 is still there, stabbing away at
peanuts as the Sparrows taught it last autumn, bur maybe beginning to feel the urge to move
back to summer quarters and more normal insect food as the weather improves.
Three other unusual sightings also deserve headlining. The first comes from David Parker who
was driving home through the centre of Stansed Forest at 6:30pm this evening when he saw
something sitting in the middle of the road, only taking off at the last minute to reveal that it was
a Woodcock. I have heard that when male Woodcock are roding one of their objectives is to
spot females which sit on the ground waiting to be noticed, rather like shy ‘wallflowers’ at a
dance. I guess this was an elderly spinster feeling that life had passed her by and determined
to get noticed this year! +++

Equally unusual was the bird seen this afternoon in a small front garden facing onto Southbrook
Road in Langstone with a moderately busy road, serving the whole of this extensive housing
estate south of the A27, running by it. I was told about it by a phone call around 4pm when it
had been watched by two people standing within a few yards of where it was moving about
between the cover of numerous shrubs, but seeming most interested in a thick patch of
heather. Both the behaviour and the detailed description I was given pointed to Dartford
Warbler, and Jim Shine (in whose garden it was) had already identified it as probably a Dartford
Warbler - his only worry being that the reddish brown breast was paler than that shown in his
bird book, but the fact that it was not in full male breeding plumage added to my opinion that his
identification was right as I assume it would have been a last year’s young bird just setting out
on a journey to find a territory of its own. +++
The third unusual sighting was of a Tawny Owl sitting out in the open, seen by Geoff Dicker in
Denny Wood (New Forest). This sighting should not be all that unusual at this time of year
when the female Tawny Owl has probably established her nest in the best hole and has issued
firm orders to her mate to clear off and leave the house to her, so he sits on a branch nearby
waiting for dark when he will go hunting for two. I have only once seen one out in the open like
this but there must be lots of them out there sitting on bare branches, and they should be easy
to spot at this time of year before the leaves appear on the trees. +++
A fourth unusual sight was less newsworthy as it had been reported by John Gowen on Feb 25
but I saw it for the first time this afternoon. The bird of interest is a Little Egret which John
noticed with two others in the fields north of Wade Court, which is where I saw it. At first glance
it is no different to the others assembling in this pre-roost gathering but a look through
binoculars shows that where the others have black legs and yellow feet this has pale blue/grey
legs and very pale whitish feet. Being in a group of three on each occasion suggests that it may
be a last year’s young bird which has grown to full size and even has some breast plumes (but
none on head or wings) but which has not yet become a full adult, but equally it may be a
‘pigmentally challenged’ bird in the same way that we get albinism, leucism, melanism and
(remembering the bright yellow Redwing seen in Sussex earlier this year) Xanthochromism in
all species from time to time.
My own observations during a coastal walk around Langstone this morning included a good show
of Brent Geese and plenty of other shorebirds. There were over 200 Brent along the South
Moors shore and nearly 100 east of Langstone, though they were difficult to see at first as the
black of their plumage merged into the black stony uper shore areas where they were feeding
and resting at low tide. There were at least 50 Teal on the Warblington shore and another 40 in
the Wade Court ‘wet meadow’, and over 50 Wigeon on the South Moors shore where
Oystercatcher were probably the most numerous birds though a flock of 50 Curlew,
presumably passage birds, where the most noticeable. On the Langstone east shore 17
Black-tailed Godwit had returned to the mud and where noisily ‘whickering’. At the Budds Farm
pools the Shoveler were down to just one pair but the potentially breeding Swan pair were back
and one Shelduck had arrived . Teal were the most numerous species though I could only see
22 or them, and Tufted Duck were down to 5 birds and Pochard to 3. Just one Meadow Pipit
was found in the whole trip - this is the first spring in which I have not heard Meadow Pipit song
at the South Moors by mid March. 14 Egrets were in the big Warblington field south of the Old
Rectory and another six were in the easternmost fields with the cattle, with other scattered
sightings bring my count for the morning up to 26 Egrets, though Cath Cooper told me she has
seen 35 together in one field near Wade Court this week.
Chiffchaff song could again by heard from the old rail track behind my house, and Blackcap
subsong also came from there, and perhaps 10 Chiffchaffs were encounered during my walk,
including a group of 5 working the seawall Tamarisks at Warblington so there is no doubt that
migrants have arrived. (These were certainly not the first migrants, messages yesterday from
Dave Unworth and Steve Mansfield showed they had arrived in the Eastleigh and Alton areas,
while Simon Ingram noted an influx at the Eastleigh Lakeside site on Wednesday Mar 13)
THU 13 MAR
Another long stay Sussex bird that was still present today is the Arundel Great Grey Shrike, and a
newcomer to the Wildfowl reserve was a single Black-tailed Godwit.

Hampshire had its first presumed migrant Sandwich Tern close offshore at Titchfield Haven
today, though there is no description of its plumage (there was a Sandwich Tern in Langstone
Harbour yesterday but Bob Chapman says it was in winter plumage and is probably the bird
which has been wintering in the Langstone Harbour area - it has not been reported there since
Jan 4, yet today it was seen both at Broadmarsh and Eastney). Also offshore at Titchfield
Haven was a Red-throated Diver - perhaps the oiled bird seen close in at Titchfield on Feb 26,
then moving to Hook Links scrape where it has not been reported since Mar 3). +++
Within Titchfield Haven 46 Black-tailed Godwit were seen, and 4 Sand Martins flew over the
reserve where the first 3 were seen yesterday. Six more Black-tailed Godwit were off
Broadmarsh today, seen by John Gowen who noted the brightness of their developing summer
plumage. +++
Not seen by John Gowen, but reported as still present at Broadmarsh in Bob Chapman’s latest
general bulletin of news from Farlington Marshes and Langstone Harbour today, is the
Ring-billed Gull, and also still to be seen in the harbour are two Long-tailed Duck and two
Slavonian Grebe while Bob indicates that the ‘Fudge Duck’ is still on the Budds Farm pools
when he says that the just one Scaup remains in the area - mostly at the Farlington Marshes
Deeps - and has been seen recently with the Fudge Duck
Yesterday (Mar 12) brought the first Little Ringed Plover and Sand Martin to Farlington Marshes
plus very unusual sighting of a Red-legged Partridge there and a further sighting of a Wheatear
at the Langstone Southmoors. This all comes from Bob Chapman who also says that two
Wheatears (male and female) were at Farlington Marshes last Sunday (Mar 9) when the first
(also a female) appeared at the South Moors. +++
Titchfield Haven had its first Sand Martin yesterday, along with sightings of a passing Black Kite
(heading east) and a Merlin. On the sea 32 Eider were still present, as were 350+ Brent on the
beach +++
Going back to Tuesday (Mar 11) I see that John Simons again saw the Hen Harrier in the
Forestside area (no proof that it was the same bird that he saw over Shortley’s Copse on Mar 5
but maybe one is resident in the area or perhaps comes across from the downs in the West
Dean Woods area?) +++
Also on Mar 12 John Goodspeed heard Marsh Tit song in the Southwick Woods north of
Portsdown and on Mar 8 there were still 109 Pochard coming to the evening feed on the river
at Titchfield Haven
WED 12 MAR
On the subject of Wheatears a Hoslist message from Roger Webb, referring to the Wheatear
seen by the Autoliv Factory on the Langstone South Moors last Sunday afternoon (Mar 9) by
Roger and Mike Collins, reminds me that this was not only a first for Hampshire but was,
according to Mike, a female (usually the males arrive first, as with most species). +++
Nothing to do with Wheatears was a news item on Radio Solent this morning (Mar 13) saying that
the winter flock of Avocet at Brownsea Island set a new record this winter with 1100 birds there
at some stage. Presumably there is a mass exodus of these birds at this time of year, and it
surprises me that so few of the birds returning to breeding sites are ever reported - small flocks
of 20 or less do drop in at south coast sites or are perhaps seen flying through the solent - but
we never hear of flocks of perhaps several hundred. Do they fly at night? do they fly high? or
do the majority of the birds head due south across the channel rather than coasting eastwards
to the Netherlands or East Anglia?
An exciting item of local news was a sighting of three Waxwings in central Petersfield today - the
birds spent half an hour in Winton Road (leading north from the town centre main carpark) but
did not return after being disturbed. Judging by experience elsewhere the birds could remain
somewhere in the area for several days. +++
Of interest to me was the presence of a trio of Stonechats, one male and two female, at Bransbury
- this is the same grouping that Brian Fellows observed on south Hayling last Sunday (Mar 9),
making me wonder if Stonechats are polygamous or if one of the two females in the trio was a
‘teenager’ from last year’s brood refusing to leave home.
Chiffchaff were singing in three new places this morning - I had one in my Havant garden (see

below), John Shillitoe had one in the West Walk woods on the east bank of the Meon near
Wickham, and Trevor Carpenter heard the third near Brownwich Pond on the shore west of
Titchfield Haven.
Also at Titchfield Haven, where he heard Chiffchaff song yesterday, Richard Carpenter today saw
his first three Sand Martin, and watched an argument between a Red Kite and a Buzzard,
Redshank were constantly displaying over the North Brooks at Pulborough this morning
according to Pete Hughes, in charge of these and all other birds at this wonderful RSPB
reserve. Despite the springtime enthusiasm of the Redshank large flocks of Redwing and
Fieldfare (250 of each?) were still present, and while Wigeon and Teal numbers have
diminished to just a few hundred of each, Shoveler and Pintail numbers are much lower. A few
pairs of Shelduck may be intending to nest in the area, and it will be interesting to see if the four
Little Egrets currently present stay on for the summer as non-breeding birds (even better if they
form a breeding colony!). Another piece of good news is that Starlings were to be seen in good
numbers - they have declined considerably in numbers everywhere and have ceased to be a
nuisance.
At this time of year finch flocks are as noisy as an aviary of cage birds so I could not miss a flock
of 70 (maybe over 100) Linnets in trees above a field bordering the ancient Huckswood Lane at
Idsworth this morning when a had a walk around Old Idsworth Farm in rather dull and blustery
condiions. Skylarks were singing over most fields as expected and one Buzzard soared into
the wind over the road and railway going north up the valley but otherwise there was little bird
interest. A pair of Mistle Thrush flew over me and I heard their song from the Woodcroft Farm
area. A flock of 20+ birds seen distantly were probably Redwing - other than that the best I
could do were a Goldcrest, a Bullfinch, one Kestrel and several Yellowhammer (not to mention
100 mixed Corvids on one field and at least that number of Woodpigeon plus some 20
Pheasants). At the farm the ground under the Barn Owl nest box was littered with fresh pellets
and David Uren tells me both birds are definitely present. +++
Before setting out the early bright sunshine gave me an hour of constant Chiffchaff song from
trees at the end of my garden bordering the old rail track which acts as a corridor for small birds
moving north, but as there has been a Chiffchaff around the area all winter, and this one
showed no sign of moving on, but remained in the area trying to call new migrants down from
the sky to join it, I think this was not a migrant.
Brian Fellows found one of the Swans at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth was starting to build a nest
today - Brian says .. ‘The last time a Mute Swan pair nested was in 2001 when 3 cygnets were
produced, but none survived’ so perhaps someone should be playing them a record of the song
‘Better love next time’? The other interesting observation here was that only one Water Rail
could be found, so if anyone else is wanting to take a close up picture of a Water Rail there may
be little time left to get one of the very obliging bird here. Twelve Shoveler were still present,
along with 36 Tufted Duck, so winter is not yet quite over here.
TUE 11 MAR
John Simons found at least 300 Siskin making a deafening noise in the north east of Stansted
Forest today, and out in the open he saw two Buzzards which could have been mistaken for
Rough-legged - one was hovering, the other appeared to have a white rump, but John got close
enough looks to prove that both were Common Buzzards. These were just two of some 20
birds (10 pairs) which John reckons are now resident in an area of some 4 x 7 kilometre
squares centred on the Forestside area, and this remark sent me to check on when the
Buzzards suddenly exploded into East Hampshire and Sussex +++
Obviously this was a gradual process but if we are looking for a single date I would vote for 13
March 1999 when reports from all along the south coast seemed to show that there was a
Buzzard displaying over every piece of woodland. Birds of Hampshire, published in 1993 after
a five year period of recording birds in every Hampshire tetrad, showed that Buzzards had
been seen in 235 of the 1025 Tetrads, but the text told us that ‘despite the existence of much
suitable habitat, Buzzards have still not spread into the north-east and east of the county’, and
it was not until 1999 that HOS started to limit the records of Buzzard that went into its database
(prior to that year every sighting was recorded, and a count of 420 records submitted to HOS in
1996 was thought to be unexpectedly large). Another factor determing the expansion was a

release programme conducted by English Nature in the period 1994 to 98, when young birds
from Dorset were released at three sites in Sussex (one in West and two in East Sussex). This
cannot have had much effect as the total number of birds released in the whole of the five years
was only 34, and probably only around 20 survived their first year of freedom. Prior to 1991 no
Buzzards had bred in Sussex for many years, but by 1999 a minimum of 38 breeding pairs
were present (maybe as many as 50 pairs). The report giving this information was in the 1998
Sussex Bird Report, and it suggests that 1997 was the year in which natural expansion of
Buzzards east and north of their previous Hampshire strongholds (mainly in the New Forest),
started to take off.
Mar 9 was also the day on which a couple of Ravens were reported to have been over West Walk
near Wickham in the Meon valley, and Mar 10 seems to have been the date on which John
Simons found 200 Fieldfare and 50 Redwing in the Idsworth area near the railway north of
Rowlands Castle - John also noted numbers of Starlings moving east in that area, perhaps
continental birds heading back to Europe to leave us with even more depleted numbers of
these once abundant birds. A few more Redwing were over on Hampshire’s Surrey border at
Grayshott - a flock of 68 on a normally birdless playing field. +++
Last week I thought our winter flock of 10 to 20 House Sparrows had departed to nest but this
morning 9 of them came to the seed I scatter on the ground - I guess the reason I have not seen
them lately is that the sun has been rising earlier but I have not altered my time of rising and
putting the food out so I have become out of synch with their daily routine which seems to
involve a circuit of many gardens during each day (and none roost here).
MON 10 MAR
Seven Wheatear have been reported since the first arrived on Worthing beach on Mar 6, and the
first for Hampshire was seen on the Langstone South Moors by Mike Collins yesterday
afternoon (not by the seawall but a little further north in the wet ground of the ‘orchid field’
immediately south of the Autoliv factory). The scores now are Hampshire 1, Isle of Wight 2 and
Sussex 4 with Goring (part of Worthing) being the only place to have had two birds (on Mar 6
and Mar 9). +++
The arrival of migrant Chiffchaff is less easy to determine than that of species that were not here
in the winter, and as yet there has been no obvious ‘fall’ of them but the number of reports
coming from areas where the birds were not regularly seen in the winter are now sufficient to
convince me that the first few of these birds have flown in across the Channel. On Mar 3 one
bird was in Tamarisks at Hook on the Solent Shore, and that could well have been a winter
resident, but a group of 5, with two singing, seen at Nursling that day are more likely to have
been newcomers. On Mar 5 Chiffchaff song was heard in Pamber Forest north of Basingstoke
and on Mar 6 Bob Chapman heard the first song at Farlington Marshes and thought it might
have come from a migrant and the first Chiffchaff song for the site this year appeared in
Emsworth’s Brook Meadow.
Driving along the A27 from Havant to Chichester the journey is usually enlivened by the sight of a
Kestrel but at 11am today Paul Heyes did better than that with a Red Kite going over when he
was halfway along this stretch - at a guess he was south of the Funtington pig farm which could
well have attracted a scavenger south from the Downs where they are more commonly seen
+++
3 Purple Sandpiper were still at Southsea Castle this morning when Richard Mould-Ryan was
there with his non-birding wife who was more impressed by the smart plumage of four adult
Med Gulls in full breeding dress
I think all Hampshire birders would agree that Willow Tits, like Corn Buntings and Spotted
Flycatchers, are becoming less numerous in the county each year and we all have our own
subjective views as to how rare they are - those who live in areas where the birds are very
unlikely to be seen have the impression that the species is virtually extinct, while those who
continue to find them in ‘all the old familiar places’ in their part of the county can’t understand
why other people are worried about a serious decline in numbers. For an objective view of the
situation we have to rely on the annual bird report to summarise what has been reported, but
how far can we believe that summary? +++
If the species is subject to well organised survey (either regular counting at representative sites,

e.g. WeBS, or a one off survey covering the right habitat at the right time of year) we can be
pretty confident in the results giving us an accurate view of the situation, though the picture we
get of the rate of increase or decrease in numbers over the years is dependent on the regularity
with which the surveys are conducted (a ‘one off’ survey in just one year only tells us the picture
in that year, and of course the accuracy of all surveys is dependent on the observer coverage
of the county, the skill/experience of the observers concerned, the weather, and access to
private land - not forgetting the skill of the person analysing the results and writing them up for
the Bird Report). +++
Whether or not the species is subject to survey, casual reports remain the life blood of the annual
bird report, and my reason for commenting on this subject now is that the current Hoslist
discussion of Willow Tits has elicited from David Thelwell, who has written up Willow Tit for the
2001 report, the fact that, using the reports which had been sent in, he found that they indicated
that there was one Willow Tit for every three Marsh Tits in the whole county, and that Willow
Tits could be found in one of every two of the sites from which reports were received. Reading
this I have the gut feeling that these findings, based on only 131 reports in total, do not
represent the true situation (even though it is in line for the situation reported in the Sussex bird
report for 2001, which shows the presence of Willow Tits in 22 tetrads against Marsh Tit in 75
tetrads). Nearer to my personal feelings are two comments from Sussex - among the latest
Sussex news Adrian Thomas (whose work with the RSPB must put him into a good postion to
assess the overall situation) remarks the .. ‘Marsh Tit seem to be in every Sussex wood I visit’
while the bird report entry for Willow Tit quotes the late Chris Mead as saying the species is ..
‘declining very seriously’ nationwide.
If we are to get a better understanding of bird population variation we need more data covering
more of the county, and the traditional ways of doing this for Willow Tit are being discussed - a
survey has been suggested (at least in the north of the county) and an exhortation will be going
out for birders to report all observations of the species. I would like to suggest a further way to
secure more data by use of the internet (and this would apply to all species where there is
sufficient concern for ‘all records’ to be called for). +++
The first step would be to put out on Hoslist a regular (monthly?) reminder of the list of species for
which all casual records are needed (giving constant reminders to people rather than the one
off reminder in the bird report). +++
The second step would be to have an automated system for receiving and analysing those
observations - perhaps using a file format corresponding to spreadsheet entries in six colums
(Observer Name, Species Code, 4 figure grid ref for the 1km square where seen, Date, number
of birds, and comment). Observers would be encouraged to send in their observations
regularly as files attached to an email, using unique file names based perhaps on the observers
initials and the date sent. It would then be a simple matter to autonatically combine these files
into a single spreadsheet or database from which the current situation could be read off (and off
course preserved for the writing of the nest bird report). +++
The third step would be to make the process both informative and self-perpetuating by publishing
(monthly?) on Hoslist the results to date (in very simple one line terms for each species) along
with the reminder to keep up the good work or to join in if you have not already done so. +++
There will always be a number of observers not using the internet but I do not see any problem
with them continuing to send in their handwritten records in the normal way. I would expect use
of the internet to continue to increase, and would hope that it results in a significant increase in
data (and its timeliness) on which to base our understanding of birds in the county +++

The one significant problem that I do see lies in persuading people to use map references and to
use them accurately - if they do so then it is easy to automate the combining and analysis of
records, whereas if we continue to rely on place names the process will continue to involve
human interpretation of the input. I am not suggesting that people cease to use place names and would hate it if they did so - but I am suggesting that use of unambiguous mapref numbers
is both essential to automatic processing of data and that use of the grid ref with all but the most
obvious of place names in e.g. Hoslist messages would greatly help people not familiar with
locality in question to check it on their maps. +++
All that is needed for use of map references to become a habit is for each observer to have up to
date maps of the places where they do their birding, and to understand two things about the
standard grid reference system;- first that the numbers used are repeated each 100 km, so the
two letter prefix designating the 100 km square is required to distinquish Sandy Point on
Hayling Island (in square SZ 7498) from somewhere near Stokenchurch in the Chilterns
(square SU 7498). Secondly, that the reference begins with the numbers given along the top
and bottom of the map and ends with the numbers up the side of the map - I have twice in the
past month seen the figure quoted the wrong way round on the SOS news, and if you are not
using place names there is no way to detect this error). +++
If we do not use map references a whole heap of problems arises with analysis of data based on
place names which may be duplicated; unknown to all but a small minority (and not printed on
any map); and giving us no real idea of where the area designated by a place name begins and
ends. This question of using precise map references in place of vague or unlocatable site
names is not unique to the problem of reporting any one type of location related data - it is
universal and the sooner people come to recognize how much easier life would be if they
stated locations in terms of map references the easier it will be for people to communicate their
observations to the many ‘outsiders’ who do not share the same mind-set of knowledge about
a particular area.
In Sussex another Swallow was seen, this time flying over Pulborough Brooks, where a juvenile
Marsh Harrier was also seen. This Marsh Harrier could well be a migrant arrival, as could the
female which appeared in the Isle of Wight on Mar 5 and was still in the Brading Marshes area
on Mar 6. +++
Finally for today David Parker has sent me an interesting observation from his garden at
Forestside on the northern fringe of Stansted Forest. The garden is within 100 metres of trees
containing part of a Rookery so he is well accustomed to the noise and habits of Rooks but until
yesterday he had never seen them eat bird seed, nor co-operate to get it from feeders
designed for finches. He watched one repeatedly fly at and crash into the hanging seed feeder,
then join the other Rooks which seemed to know what he was doing and were waiting on the
ground to gobble up the spilt seed - has anyone else observed this behaviour?
PLANTS
FRI 14 MAR
At Warblington Church this morning the many yew trees showed signs of having been shedding
pollen for several days, though the supply was not yet exhausted, and near the Dolphin Pub
beside the main approach road to Havant from the A27 yellow buds were about to open on
Kingups by the stream taking water from the Homewell springs to the Langbrook stream. Buds
were also splitting open on both Sycamore and Horse Chestnut trees, while large clumps of
Sweet Violets were in full flower near the Old Rectory at Warblington (violet colour) and in Nore
Barn near the Emsworth shore (pale pink colour).
On my way home after this morning’s walk I had a look at the female Butterbur plants now
flowering by the Langbrook stream adjacent to Langstone South Moors, and took a second
look at some strange plants which I had first seen there on Feb 16 when the Butterbur started
to appear this year. Having looked at a book of garden plants I am pretty sure these are
another Butterbur species, probably planted by the same Landscape Gardeners who
introduced the normal (but female) Butterbur plants in the 1980s when IBM acquired the site,
but I cannot yet decide if they are Petasites albus (White Butterbur) or P. japonicus (Giant
Butterbur) - the latter is illustrated in my RHS Book of Garden Plants and looks very like the

plants I saw, but Stace uses the main leaves of the plants to separate the species and as these
are not yet present I can go no further! One clue is given in the Hants Flora which lists both
species as very rare in the wild but gives a chalky dell at Old Basing as the only county site for
White Butterbur, whereas P.japonicus is said to grow on marshy shaded stream banks as is the
case here. If anyone wants to see these plants take the public path along the west bank of the
Langbrook Stream to where a broad concrete track takes cattle from the South Moors over the
stream into the farmyard (roughly east of the Autoliv factory). Look north from this track where
there is a gap in the scrub and you should see a cluster of what look like cabbages/cauliflowers
that have had a strong dose of weedkiller and turned very pale green, almost white, with tight
packed white flowers at the top of the stem. (If you can’t see them from there you can squeeze
up the north side of the fence to get in amongst them).
WED 12 MAR
A visit to Old Idsworth Farm this morning gave me a glorious display of the first Ground Ivy I have
seen this year, not just an odd flower, but a swathe of plants all having rich purple flowers - they
were probably already flowering yesterday when Richard Carpenter found some at Titchfield
Haven. Another surprise was a clump of Early Dog Violet with many flowers open, following
the two flowers in my garden on Monday. Many Primroses were in flower, as was one bank of
Ivy-leaved Speedwell (which is now flowering everywhere in Havant but I was not expecting it
in an open field bank situation). I was specially looking for Moschatel and Toothwort - the
Moschatel had many buds, but was not quite flowering (the best I could do was to find one plant
with its upward flower showing a ring of minute spots of gold which must have been the
stamens), and of the Toothwort I found no sign in two sites where I have seen it before. +++
A quick walk round the Hayling Billy trail behind my house in the afternoon gave me another show
of fresh Thyme-leaved Speedwell and one flowerhead on Common Fumitory near the
pseudo-Level Crossing gates at the end of the track where there were flowers on a garden
escape Lungwort plant which I have not seen before on this patch of disturbed ground.
MON 10 MAR
Writing this on Tuesday (Mar 11) I can see from my window a whole Goat Willow tree covered
with golden Pussy Paws that has burst into flower over night, while a walk to the end of my
garden showed me two tall stemmed fully open pale flowers of Early Dog Violet rising from a
cluster of leaves that I have been watching daily but which had no sign of flowers until today.
On Monday I came on another ‘first’ in a rough garden - flowers on what I would have called Field
Forget-me-not had it not been in a garden (and so maybe closer to Wood Forget-me-not
though these were the smaller flowers of the Field version). Not in a garden was a luxuriant
small mat of glossy green leaves with many stems arising from it bearing the almost white
flowers of Thyme-leaved Speedwell (not a first for the year but definitely marking the start of the
spring season rather than a casual winter flowering). Another plant which hardly ever stops
flowering here in Havant wherever it can get a foothold is Yellow Corydalis, and I saw the first
bold yellow flowers on this after a break of perhaps only a month. Lots more White Comfrey
was also flowering and one garden had what must have been an old and well pruned Goat
Willow having the very first golden Pussy Paw catkin of the year.
Richard Carpenter found Wood Anemones flowering in two different places, confirming that my
find of a single flower yesterday was no freak. Richard found them at Curbridge by the Hamble
west of the Botley Woods and by Posbrook Lane along the west side of Titchfield Haven.
Heading from Curbridge south towards Burridge the road passes the western fringe of Botley
Woods where Wild Daffodils grow in an outpost copse near the road at SU 5211, part of one of
the richest areas in Hampshire for this species according to the Hants Flora (which here shows
a belt of 15 adjacent Tetrads having this plant - elsewhere in the county there are belts of 10
and 11 fully adjacent tetrads, but none to equal this one running east west through the Botley
Woods area). Richard writes .. ‘The ‘Wild Daffodils’ were also in full bloom in the woods
alongside the road between Burridge and Curbridge’, leaving me slightly puzzled as to why he
puts quote marks round the name Wild Daffodils - maybe they have beome mixed with other
variants of this lovely flower? Anyway it must now be worth a visit to your favourite Wild
Daffodil site to see how they are coming on. +++

INSECTS

SAT 15 MAR
Today’s warmth brought reports of 13 Small Tortoiseshell, 12 or more Commas, 4 Brimstones
and a Peacock in a number of places. The highest score was made by Adrian Hoskins, walking
in Stansted Forest - he saw at least 12 Peacocks, one of them a female, and described her
behaviour in these words .. ‘There was at least one female though - I spent several minutes
watching the courtship ritual. The female flew onto a birch trunk settling at a height of about 3m
with wings spread. The male landed next to her and started drumming his antennae on the bark
and on her forewings. She then shut her wings and dangled from the trunk suspended by only
2 feet. This seemed to be a rejection signal, as the male then dropped to the ground and sat
very placidly on foliage with wings spread. A few moments later he flew up and chased the
female, who settled on another birch trunk. This cycle of events was repeated twice more but I
then lost sight of them.’ +++
FRI 14 MAR
Today’s sunshine brought a county wide emergence of Comma and Brimstone butterflies seen
from Basingstoke south to the coast. In the Havant area I had one Red Admiral at Warblington
Church and a Peacock in my garden, and in the Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth Brian
Fellows had 4 Commas and 5 Brimstone while just one Comma was reported from Sussex by
Ken Hearne at Worthing. Adding them together I make that 18 each of Comma and Brimstone.
THU 13 MAR
Yesterday (Mar 12) Bob Chapman found the first Small White of the year on the wing at the Milton
Locks nature reserve on the south eastern shore of Portsmouth, and John Goodspeed saw a
Small Tortoiseshell on Portsdown (and may have seen another in Havant Thicket).
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 14 MAR
Walking through the Nore Barn copse woodland on the shore west of Emsworth this morning I
was quite surprised to get a good view of one of Britain’s commonest mammals, a Bank Vole.
Although they are abundant everywhere most people never see these creatures although I
read that they do come out in daytime. The one which I saw was an unmistakeable almost
reddish brown with relatively short tail, but it disappeared almost instantly! +++
Brian Fellows was also in woodland today and saw a bunch of what must have been 10 Fallow
Deer near the county boundary stream running through the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth..
From here these deer have only two unfenced roads to cross to move first into Southleigh
Forest and then into Stansted Forest but they do not have a good road sense and as recently
as New Year’s Day I saw the corpse of a full grown Fallow doe at the roadside of Emsworth
Common Road only a couple of hundred yards from where Brian saw the deer today.
WED 12 MAR
I do not spend time searching for snails, and only recognise half a dozen species without having
to look them up, but there is one that is very easy to recognize, but difficult to find, which I was
pleased to discover today in a new site at Old Idsworth Farm. This is the Round-mouthed snail,
looking like a tiny marine Whelk or Winkle with a large, very round, opening, and its life style
fascinates me for it is one of only two species of land snail which still, after millions of years of
evolution, thinks it lives in the sea and so breathes through gills (all the others have converted
to lung-breathing). The second species is called the Point Shell and is a tiny thing (only 2.5mm
long and 0.8mm wide) living in damp woodland - needless to say I have never found one! +++
The Round-mouthed Snail (Pomatias elegans) is found in loose chalky soil and the shell is 1.5cm
long by 1cm across, so can be spotted quite easily with the naked eye if you look in the right
places. Finding live specimens is not easy because of the creatures breathing ‘problems’ having chosen to breathe through gills it must keep these immersed in liquid, and three
features of its life style are centred on this fact. The first is that when the snail is not forced to
extend its ‘foot’ outside the shell in order to move and feed the shell is tightly sealed with a hard
round ‘bath plug’ closing the round mouth of the shell - this plug is effectively a ‘corn’ on the
sole of the snail’s foot, and is the last part of the foot to be drawn into the shell when it retracts
the foot. The second feature is that the snail is nocturnal, only coming out to feed at night when

the air is cooler and damper than by day, and the last feature concerns what the snail does to
keep cool and not lose moisture by day, especially in hot weather - it solves this problem by
burrowing into the soil, hence its preference for loose chalky soils that are easy to penetrate (as
well as providing material for shell building). +++
These three reasons explain why the live snail is not seen by day, but when the creature dies its
shell often gets washed out of the loose soil, so the place to look for the shells is towards the
foot of a bank, which is where I found a small collection of them today. As well as today’s find
near the road bridge over the railway north of Idsworth (on the road to Chalton or Buriton) I
have found the shells in the north east of Stansted Forest (top of the Ladies Walk), in an
ancient green lane near East Meon and in Shutts Copse (south side of the A272 just west of the
West Meon crossroads). Last May I also found them at Noar Hill near Selborne, where I sat
down on thick grass and found a couple of live specimens right beside me - they had
presumably wandered too far from a patch of bare soil and at daybreak found themselve
unable to burrow into the thickly vegetated soil where I found them - whether that often
happens I do not know.
MON 10 MAR
The weekly newsletter of the Emsworth Brook Meadow conservation group tells me that two
Water Voles were seen yesterday in the River Ems at Brook Meadow, and that the first
Frogspawn of the year appeared in the meadow on Mar 6. +++
More frogspawn has been seen in Sussex by David Crespin in the Hurstpierpoint area by the A23
north of Brighton, and his remark that this seems to be the best season the Frogs have had in
the 8 years he has lived at Albourne (just west of Hurstpierpoint), together with Theo Roberts’
remark (in my notes for Mar 7) that maybe the Frogs are becoming resistant to the virus
causing the ‘red-leg’ disease that has wiped out so many frogs in the past ten years or so,
sound like good news - I hope future years will prove the point. +++
We have had a few reports of Toad activity recently, and yesterday John Shillitoe adds Titchfield
Haven to the sites at which they have been seen. Luckily John did see the Toad in question
there as if he had not he would probably have stepped on it!
BIRDS

WEEK 10 MAR 3 – 9 (Edited Version)

SUN 09 MAR
The arrival of the first Wheatear (seen at Worthing on Mar 6) has now been followed by a second
- a male seen at Newhaven this morning. Also this morning, a little further east at Seaford, a
Sandwich Tern flew by to leave little doubt that migrants of this species are now arriving.
Looking back at the reports of Sandwich Tern which have reached me since two late birds were
seen last November I see that presumed wintering birds were at Hayling Oysterbeds on or just
before Dec 10, at Hurst spit near the Needles on Christmas Day, and one was in Langstone
Harbour on Jan 4. The next one I heard of was off Brighton on Feb 22, and could have been a
wintering bird, but three recent reports (off Hastings on Mar 5, and off Seaford on Mar 7 and
Mar 9) are sufficient to convince me that migrants are now arriving in the English Channel.
Late News: Female wheatear at Southmoors Bedhampton 4.30 this afternoon in the marshy area
infront of the Autoliv factory Mike Collins
I was in Lowton’s Copse (between Clanfield and Butser Hill) this morning with my ears open in
vain for Treecreeper song (which I have heard there in more than one spring). Has anyone yet
heard this delicate delight of early spring? When I returned home for lunch a magnificant cock
Pheasant (somewhat unusual in a town garden) was under my bird feeding station cleaning up
the seed from the ground even more effectively than the Woodpigeons.
Brian Fellows was also out this morning hoping for an early Wheatear at Gunner Point (south west
tip of Hayling) but finding none. On Sinah Lake he did see two pairs of Swans, one of which
was probably intending to nest on the isolated island at the east end, but maybe not as Brian
reports no fight between the pairs. The anglers who fish this lake do not welcome the Swans
(which tend to entangle themselves in the fishing lines when coming to solicit food from the
anglers) and have tried several ploys to deter them - one, a good few years back, was to
remove the eggs from the Swan’s nest and subsitute goose eggs - hence the permanent

presence of the white domestic geese (Embden or Roman?) on the lake. More recently they
have piled objects on the small island to leave no room for a Swan’s nest and I think that last
year there was in fact no nest there so maybe today’s Swans were just non-breeders.
At the west end of the golf course the low-lying land across the road from the Kench, now a
temporary ‘pond’ (actually part of the HWT reserve within the golf course) had a male Shoveler
on it, and on Sinah Common Brian found a male Stonechat with two females (one may have
been last year’s offspring of a resident pair).
SAT 08 MAR
The Havant Wildlife Group were on the northern shore of Chichester Harbour this morning,
walking from Nutbourne to Thornham Point and back, their main sightings being of at least 30
Snipe in the wet meadow where the Ham Brook reaches the harbour, and of 24 Pintail in
Nutbourne Bay, into which the stream runs. Lapwing were still present here (I think most of the
wintering birds have now left us) and there were Knot in Prinsted Bay where one of th Ringed
Plovers had replaced the drab browns of its winter plumage with the smart black of its breeding
plumage.
At Baffins Pond Richard Ford found the two ‘tame’ Water Rails still present and prepared to pose
for photos.
FRI 07 MAR
David Thelwell was surprised to see and hear a Woodcock roding this evening over Bransbury
Common (on the banks of the Test near Andover) and asks if this is an unusually early date for
this territorial behaviour which most of us associate with warm summer evenings when
Nightjars are churring (though I think everyone would agree that that is a bit late in the year for
them to be starting to think of family matters!). My ‘boys book of birds nests’ tells me that
Woodcock can nest as early as mid-March, and can still be breeding in July, so now seems a
reasonable date for them to start, but another reference to the start of this behaviour comes
from a much respected source (Richard Williamson of Kingley Vale fame). In his book ‘The
Great Yew Forest’, published in 1978 about his first fifteen years as warden of Kingley Vale
near Chichester, he writes .. ‘Woodcock begin roding in early February, flying over their
territory with their peculiar whistle and grunt and slow wing flap. Sometimes I have heard them
utter the strangest note - more like Little Owls - and they may fall with spectacular tumbling
flight when fighting or courting, almost hitting the ground’. Unlike Richard most of us are not
out in Woodcock country at dusk or dawn on a February day, so the behaviour is not much
recorded, and if Woodcock are seen at that time of year they are probably assumed to be on
their regular evening flights from woodland hideouts to marshy feeding areas. One final bit of
evidence comes in a Hoslist message dated Feb 5 this year from sometime called Dave at
Waterlooville who wrote .. ‘Woodcock roding on the Havant side of the Waterlooville
roundabout on the A3(M) about 5.30pm’ - Dave did not comment on any sounds from the bird
to confirm this was roding rather than regular flighting to feed, though his date ties in well with
Richard’s words. +++
A spate of Hoslist messages recently has shown how many Hampshire gardens host winter
Blackcaps, and the same is true in Sussex, but a quick trawl through this year’s reported
sightings shows none of these gardens host as many Blackcaps as Theo Roberts’ famous
‘Blackcap study centre’ garden at the foot of Portsdown. This evening Theo told me that the
garden currently hosts a minimum of 10 Blackcaps, 8 of them colour ringed (ringed in the
garden by Theo or Graham who were licensed to start this ringing scheme in the winter of
1991/92), plus at least one more male and one female which can only be recognised by their
sex. Several people have up to four different birds in their gardens, and one person (Dave
Killick) has seen six together in his Sussex garden (frustratingly, as with so many people, he
does not give a location for his garden but locations of his other sightings indicate that it may be
in the Pulborough area ). In Winchester Tim Walker tells us that he has ringed 9 different birds
this winter (Nov to Feb period) but does not indicate how many were resident and how many
passing through), and a year ago Simon Woolley almost certainly had 8 birds in his small
Winchester garden in 24 Feb 2002 - with six seen feeding together. Theo’s count of 10
resident birds in his garden is still short of the day total of 16 birds in that garden in Feb 1994.
While telling me about the Blackcaps Theo also told me that he had recently seen 6 Purple

Sandpipers at Southsea Castle, equalling Trevor Carpenter’s count there on Feb 11. As far as
I know six is the peak count there this winter.
A news bulletin from Bob Chapman at Farlington Marshes today tells us that the two Long-tailed
Duck have not left Langstone Harbour (as he thought last week) but have been seen again
from The Point of the Marshes. The four Scaup, however, are now down to one bird, and
Peregrine and Merlin are being seen less frequently. Surprisingly Bob says there is no sign yet
of the Brent leaving, and he repeats his recent statement that (contrary to my expectations)
Egret numbers are increasing - on Feb 28 he wrote .. ‘Little Egret numbers maybe picking up as
there seem to be more about, perhaps the breeding birds returning.’ .. and this made me
wonder if he meant that some had finished breeding elsewhere and were returning after a very
early nesting season (which would tie in with John Gowen’s observation of what seemed to be
a family group of three at Wade Court - see my notes for Feb 25), or - equally improbable - that
Hampshire had suddenly become the mecca for breeding Egrets as Thorney Island had been
in the previous decade for roosting birds. Today’s intriguing statement from Bob (though
appearing anonymously in the Hampshire Wildlife Trust news) includes the sentence .. ‘Little
Egret numbers continue to increase with most in full breeding plumage.’ These Egrets never
fail to surprise us by their behaviour ....
Other news for today comes from Brian Fellows who again heard daytime Blackbird song in Brook
Meadow, and passes on a report of a territorial fight between Swans at Peter Pond as
newcomers attermpted to muscle in on the established pair’s territory. A similar fight may have
occurred off Langstone a few days ago when I was told of a Swan apparently ‘stuck in the mud’
and in need of rescue (fights on the mud can leave one or both contestants weak and very
muddy), and I was reminded of this today as I walked past Langstone Pond and saw three
Swans come flying from the west, turning towards the pond when they saw it, but veering off
without landing when they saw the occupying pair in residence.
Other things noted in my walk from Havant to Nore Barn at Emsworth, then west along the shore
to Budds Farm before heading back home, included 24 Egrets and 2 singing Skylarks on
Warblington Farm fields, a Greenshank in the harbour channel south of Nore Barn. and 34
Shelduck on the mud east of Langstone. 29 Brent were feeding in the shore field near Nore
Barn, with a Rock Pipit in the field, and 98 Brent, 16 Wigeon and a couple of hundred Dunlin
were along the Warblington shore. On the South Moors shore were some 250 Brent with an
estimated 50 Wigeon, and in both areas there were young birds among the Brent (the white
wing bars have almost vanished on some of them) giving me the impression that it is ‘women
and children last’ in the migration stakes. On Budds Farm pools I counted 40 Shoveler with
some 30 Teal but only 5 Tufted Duck and 3 Pochard. +++
THU 06 MAR
Goring beach at the west end of Worthing had the honour of welcoming the first local Wheatear of
the year today (observer not named), and yesterday Bob Kent watched a single Swallow fly up
the River Adur at Shoreham. Also yesterday a Sandwich Tern flew past Hastings, seen by
Andy Philips but offering no proof that it was not a wintering bird.
Topping the bill in Hampshire today was a Night Heron, positively identified when flushed from a
private site in Basingstoke this evening. This news comes from Mike Wall, who is hoping that if
the bird remains some form of controlled access can be arranged for birders wishing to see it,
and it seems that chances of the bird staying are reasonably good as previous unidentified
sightings of a small Heron in the Basingstoke area over the past two months were probably of
this bird. Although Night Heron is theoretically a summer visitor to Europe the very few
Hampshire records have included at least three birds staying through the winter, and I hear a
rumour that some birds seen in Britain have been attributed to escapes from a collection in
Edinburgh. More encouragingly Birds of Hampshire records a spring influx of 30 birds into
southern England in 1990 (when three were in Hampshire, the earliest being seen from Feb 24
), so possibly this is another species extending its range northwards - however if this particular
bird has been around since the beginning of the year it is unlikely to be a normal migrant
overshoot.
The first Stonechat song of the year was heard today by Stephen Harvey in the Bishop’s Dyke
area of the New Forest, along with the songs of Meadow Pipits and Dartford Warbler, and at

Farlington Marshes Chiffchaff song was heard in the area north of the road. It could have been
a migrant but is more likely to have been a wintering bird - recognizing that a bird is a newly
arrived migrant is difficult but among the signs to look for are the presence of small clusters of
birds found together in places where they have not been seen over the previous weeks, usually
seen early in the morning feeding avidly to regain strength after their overnight journey. Often
these birds have not got much time for singing while they eat, and it can then be difficult to
separate Chiffchaff from Willow Warbler, the two best clues being the black legs and
tail-flicking habit of the Chiffchaff, neither of which are shown by Willow Warbler. For interest
the first Chiffchaff song was heard at Pamber Forest in north Hampshire yesterday.
A round-up of other news for today includes a report from Mike Bending in Cowplain of a Blackbird
nest-building and of a Common Sandpiper seen at the mouth of the Langbrook stream
(Langstone South Moors) by Brian Fellows who saw one Med Gull with incomplete hood there
and another with a complete hood over by The Ship pub. In Southsea Paul Heyes found 2
Purple Sandpiper at Southsea Castle and saw 24 Sanderling on the shingle east of the South
Parade Pier. Four more Sanderling were seen on the South Hayling shore (near the
Beachlands carpark) by John Shillitoe who also saw 3 Slavonian Grebe on the sea in Hayling
Bay, and 2 Shag in the Langstone Harbour entrance, before going inland to find the Black
Redstart and Little Owl at the Hoe Cross and East Hoe areas near Hambledon.
Finally, a reminder from Mike Wearing that on Feb 28 many Pied Wagtail were still coming to
roost on the shops in central Petersfield (I think near where the open stream runs between the
big carpark and Waitrose, etc.)
WED 05 MAR
The wind was strong and lashing the high tide against the seawall when I cycled along the
Langstone South Moors seawall path at midday, but as I reached the bench by the mouth of the
Langbrook stream three small birds flew up from the shingle with a slight twittering and headed
out over the water towards the islands. There is no way that I could prove that they were the
three Twite which have been there since Jan 11 (maybe much longer) but their number,
location, behaviour and jizz told me that’s what they were. +++
Little Grebe were trilling at the Budds Farm pools where at least 34 Shoveler were present with
half a dozen each of Pochard and Tufted Duck plus only three Teal that I could see. Earlier I
had seen 5 Gadwall still on Bedhampton Mill Pool, and my only other bird observation worth
noting today was a Blackbird that was quietly singing in the next door garden at 9 am and still
doing so in the early afternoon. +++
Over in Emsworth Brian Fellows found one pair of Coots investigating a nest site on one of the
floating rafts in the Slipper Mill Pond, where two pairs of Swans were present - one from the
adjoining Peter Pond, no doubt trying to decide if they dare build their nest on their normal site
(which has been artificially raised during the winter in the hopes of saving the nest from being
washed out by high tides), and the other maybe considering nesting around the edges of the
Slipper Mill Pond (not a regular site, but attempts have been made to nest there before).
TUE 04 MAR
Three Purple Sandpiper were still at Southsea Castle, and a Shag was flying by, when Brian
Fellows was there this morning, and 45 Swans were still on the nearby Canoe Lake, not yet
disturbed by people ‘pushing their boats out’. Another indication that we are still technically in
the winter period was the presence of 600 Dunlin and 50 Ringed Plover, sitting out the high tide
on the shingle south of the Royal Marines museum at Eastney. +++
Here in the Havant area John Gowen was out walking the Langstone shore circuit and finding an
unusually high number of Wigeon (84 of them, double the expected number) at the mouth of
the Langbrook stream. Presumably these Wigeon were birds already on the move eastward,
though a single Common Sandpiper there is much more likely to have been one of the three
wintering birds in the area rather than a first arrival - but watch this space ... On the sea by the
Budds Farm outfall 10 Goldeneye were still present - although these can still be seen in
Langstone Harbour into April in most years, the numbers are already diminishing and the last
dates I have for them in the South Moors area for the past two years are 16 Mar 2002 and 20
Mar 2001 +++
On Budds Farm Pools John saw at least 20 Shoveler and his opinion on the question of their

‘circling’ behaviour is much the same as mine, namely that the purpose of the behaviour is to
stir up food, and that it is just a co-incidence that when they do this (in early spring) they happen
to have already paired. The reason why we do not see this behaviour so much at other times of
the year is probably twofold - firstly that the birds need extra food now to prepare them for both
migration flights and breeding, and secondly because food is less plentiful at the the end of
winter than it is at other times of year.
I am very envious of Adrian Martin who was at Old Winchester Hill on Sunday and watched a male
Bullfinch singing there - he says .. ‘The song is as bashful as its call but still very beautiful.’
Although I hear the ‘call note’ piping of Bullfinches regularly throughout the year only once in
my life have I heard Bullfinch song (from a male sitting on top of a yew tree in Havant Thicket),
and I think Adrian’s use of the word ‘bashful’ is as good as you can get to describe the quiet
jumble of notes that I heard - no particular rythym, pitch or melody, but nevertheless ‘ear
catching’ and well suited to draw attention to the glorious pink breast against a clear blue sky
background in a dark green setting of yew leaves.
Adrian also adds Pied Wagtail to the song list for the year - again not in the top ten for melody but
giving a clear indication of the springtime excitement in the bird. Any day now the slightly more
melodious song of Grey Wagtail should be heard ...
MON 03 MAR
I think it is generally accepted that the Crow family are the most intelligent of birds, so unusual
behaviour by them is not too surprising, but a message from Andrew Howard at Petworth today
does seem to fall into the ‘more than usually unusual’ category. What he saw was a Jackdaw
with a live Blue Tit in its bill - the Tit proving that it was alive by wriggling free and flying off. The
first thing that came to my mind when I read this was an observation, made last September by
Keith Vokes in the Marchwood area near Southampton, of a Carrion Crow circling among a
flock of House Martins and making repeated attempts to catch one. This observation prompted
Keith Haggar to tell us that British Birds magazine for Jan 2002 had an article describing the
behaviour of a Carrion Crow in the north east of England (at Cleveland) which made a habit of
catching both Sand and House Martins - and presumably eating them. Taking this with other
snippets of info (such as Ravens exhibiting raptor like behaviour, Hooded and Carrion Crows
feeding on live shellfish, and the recent Magpie attack on a live Rabbit at Testwood Lakes)
maybe we are witnessing an evolution of Crows into raptors (the ‘maybe’ should be
emphasised), but my guess about how the Blue Tit came to be in the Jackdaws bill is more
prosaic - both species would be looking for nest sites in holes at this time of year and the
Jackdaw could easily have returned to its chosen hole to find a Blue Tit inside it, causing the
Jackdaw to grab at it and eject it in the same way that we might take a mouse that had invaded
our house and chuck it over the neighbour’s garden wall. Both Andrew and I would welcome
any better informed explanation of this behaviour ... +++
I somehow doubt that the Jackdaw’s intention was to kill the Blue Tit, but everyone must by now
know that part of the price Tony Blair has had to pay in order to secure Spanish co-operation in
the more natural human activity of killing other human beings has been to order a cull of Ruddy
Duck in Britain (to preserve the integrity of the Spanish Royal Family which is dependant on the
survival of the European White-headed Duck, now threatened with exinction through the
machinations of that well known terrorist Sir Peter Scott). If you believe anything in the
preceding sentence you are clearly in the category on which the media and the politicians rely
to keep up their ratings and votes, and you may well believe the rumour being circulated by
Trevor Carpenter who says that he knows someone who has heard that the British
Government are prepared to pay £830 per bird to anyone who can hand over Ruddy Duck
corpses. My response to this was to see if I could get an estimate of the number of Ruddy Duck
likely to be in Britain, and thus be able to estimate the amount of money that the Treasury is
prepared to pay out, but so far the only population estimates I can lay my hands on come from
the WeBS report for the 1996-97 season, which gave estimates of the UK population, based on
WeBS counts, for each of the five years from 1992 to 1997. The figures given were 5976,
6466, 6024, 7102, and 8722, indicating an annual average increase of 550 birds. Assuming
that the same rate of increase has been continued ( a big assumption ) then the current
population in 2003 after another six years population growth should be just over 12,000 birds

and at £830 per bird that is going to cost the government £9,960,000. Of course the cull will
never succeed in exterminating the species, but it looks as if a lot of money that might be spent
on better things will go to the wildfowlers. Incidentally discusssion of a possible cull was already
going on nearly ten years ago, and some WeBS counters were even then refusing to submit
counts of Ruddy Duck in protest at the possibility that they might lead shooters to sites where
the birds could be found.
Meadow Pipit song is usually to be heard before the end of February but this year Tristan Norton
is the first person to mention it, hearing several birds singing in the New Forest last Saturday
(Mar 1), and today Keith Betton adds another songster to the year list with news of Willow Tit
song heard from the Bourne Park area close to the Andover-Newbury road a couple of miles
south west of Hurstbourne Tarrant.
More interesting to us in the south of Hampshire (where Willow Tits are effectively extinct) is news
of another bird that is not quite extinct hereabouts - Corn Bunting. Stephen Harvey was the first
to report Corn Bunting song when he was on Gander Down on Feb 10, but there have been no
other mentions of these birds singing since then until the last two days. Yesterday John
Chapman heard 2 birds singing (with a third silent bird) at Kingley Vale, and today Mark and Bill
Cutts heard three of them singing at the Hoe Cross site near Hambledon. Mike Collins is
usually the first to hear this song from roadside birds between West Stoke and Mid Lavant, just
north of Chichester, on his daily journey to work at Goodwood House - he has not yet
mentioned them so I hope they have not desterted that site... +++
Another, now commoner, bird that can be heard singing strongly now is Dartford Warbler.
Although they are often heard on sunny winter days they are only now getting down to the
serious business of breeding and you should now hear them on a visit to the New Forest if not
elsewhere - today Geoff Dicker heard two singing in the Ashley Walk area near Godshill and
Tristan Norton writes of two competing males singing their hearts out in the Shatterford area on
Saturday (Mar 1)
John Shillitoe was out in the Hambledon-Soberton area east of the Meon Valley today and noted
a flock of possibly 200 Fieldfare near Big West End Farm on the southern slopes of the hill
ridge which ends in Old Winchester Hill. Helater found some 600 Common Gulls on the sheep
fields beside Long Road near Soberton - I doubt the gulls will be there for long as some of these
birds have already been seen on passage to their northern nest sites. +++
Not far from us over the Sussex border more than 40 Crossbills were still to be seen in the West
Dean woods on Mar 1 - it does look as if a considerable number of the winter birds are still with
us - either not intending to breed this year or maybe already doing so locally?
Yesterday evening Mike Collins was in the Budds Farm area and watched a Barn Owl hunting
over the rough grass of the ex-IBM playing fields next to the Langstone South Moors. The owl
caught a vole but was then set upon by a couple of Magpies which forced it down and when it
next flew it seemed to have lost its prey. Mike saw it vanish into an ivy covered tree which,
several years ago, provided cover for a Long-eared Owl over a period of around a month. +++
This Barn Owl sighting again opens up the question of whether Barn Owls seen here (this current
sighting and one by Simon Harthill on Feb 1, when the owl was working the ‘orchid field’ just
south of the Autoliv factory) are sightings of a bird known to hunt the Oysterbeds area, or of a
different mainland based bird. I can see no reason for an owl based on Hayling, and with food
available there, to fly across the open water to hunt on the South Moors, and the
announcement that Barn Owls are to be encouraged to base themselves at Budds Farm
(described in last Saturday’s issue of the Portsmouth NEWS which I commented on yesterday)
makes it the more likely that we already have at least one mainland based bird. Mike Collins
points out that the article in the NEWS said that nest boxes were being supplied by the Sussex
Falconry Centre (based at Birdham) to Budds Farm and Peel Common seewage works ‘to
encourage Barn Owls and Kestrels to nest’ but the article also showed a picture of a Barn Owl
standing in the entrance of its box on the ground with sewage farm type buildings in the
background, and this led me to believe that at least one of the boxes had come complete with
an owl and that the picture had been taken before the box was put in its permanent place - of
course it may just have been a photo-montage, but (knowing how easily Barn Owls breed in
captivity) it would not surprise me to learn that part of the deal was to find a good home for

surplus owls. At least the one which Mike saw demonstrated that it could catch a vole for itself
even if it could not deal with marauding Magpies.
PLANTS
SUN 09 MAR
The report of Toothwort flowering on the Isle of Wight (see notes for Mar 7) suggested a visit to
Lowton’s Copse (between Clanfield and Butser Hill) so I went there this morning. Not a sign of
Toothwort (it is notoriously fickle in when it decides to appear) but I did find a good many flower
buds on Wood Anemones and just one flower open enough for me to see its anthers. With it
were the first leaves of Ramsons and of Pignut, and of course swathes of Bluebell leaves.
SAT 08 MAR
The Havant Wildlife Group outing this morning included a walk along the eastern end of
Thornham Lane, north of the Thorney Island Deeps, where Cherry Plum was in profuse
blossom and Sweet Violets were flowering at the junction of that lane and the private road to
Prinsted. In the hedge bottom of Thornham Lane Alexanders plants were found, but none had
flowers as yet. A total of thirteen plants were found in flower, but nothing new to stir the blood!
FRI 07 MAR
Coming through the kissing gate from Mill Lane at Langstone onto the South Moors area I found
one of the Blackthorn bushes touching the gate was covered in flowerbuds though none were
open. I attributed this advanced state to the fact that the bush had recently been trimmed back,
but when I got to the foot of Budds Mound on the far side of the South Moors a free standing
Blackthorn which had not been trimmed was equally advanced towards general flowering and
a close search found one flower open enough to permit me to see the anthers and allow me to
tick it as ‘flowering’ +++
On this same walk I found Ivy-leaved Speedwell flowering in several places and can now classify
it as being ‘on genereal release’. A Hazel tree was good enough to hold a red female flower in
front of my face so that I could catch up with those who have seen these female flowers some
time ago, and I noticed one branch of a line of apparently dead English Elms lining the
Langbrook Stream just south of Mill Lane was still bearing flowers. +++
Over in Emsworth Brian Fellows found a stem of Meadow Foxtail already holding up an as yet
unopen flowerhead (at a guess it could remain unopen for over a month!)
WED 05 MAR
Just one new plant in flower today as I cycled round the Bedhampton area - Stream Water
Crowfoot (Ranunculus penicillatus) in the outfall of surplus water from the Bedhampton springs
into the Hermitage stream. Alongside the railway line north of Bedhampton Mill pool there was
a good show of Primroses, and in the Broadmarsh area many of the Cherry Plum trees are now
in full flower, the ground under them littered with windblown white petals. Greater Periwinkle is
also in full flower by the Brockhampton stream where the a few tiny plants of Whitlow Grass are
already flowering at the east end of the second bridge going downstream. +++
From Emsworth today Brian Fellows sends news of the first sighting of tightly closed flower buds
on an Elder bush - most of these bushes now have the beginnings of a show of leaves but it will
be some time before any flower buds actually open.
TUE 04 MAR
Today brought an interesting and informative contribution to my wild flower knowledge from
Martin Rand, starting with news that Green Hellebore was flowering by Feb 23 in the Little
Woodcote area about a mile north east of Upham village (which is north west of Bishops
Waltham). Martin found buds on these plants after Christmas, reminding me that one of the
things I looked for on my New Year’s Day outing were the plants in Woodlands Lane west of
Walderton - there were very few leaves then and no buds that I could see. One of the thoughts
that I had then was that maybe ‘global warming’, although it was bringing us milder winters,
was not necessarily bringing us earlier spring flowering due to the fact that, as we need sleep
each night, so plants need a winter rest - if warmer autumns prolong the life of plants beyond
their normal span this means that their ‘sleep’ starts and therfore ends later .. (maybe?). +++
My wild conjectures on such matters are always open to dispute, and Martin does just that in
connection with my theory that deer are responsible for the demise of Spurge Laurel - he does

not refute it by his own observation but says .. ‘Cooke and Farrell, van Gaasbeek and others in
accounts of effects of deer at Monk's Wood suggest that Spurge Laurel is competitively
advantaged by deer grazing because it's unpalatable to them.’ Reflecting on this I can see that
if deer were responsible we should expect to see the woody stems of the plants bereft of the
‘palm tree like’ circlets of leaves at the top of the stems. I did recently see one plant which
might have suffered this form of damage (the stem was present and it was regrowing leaves)
but the main problem that I have noticed over the years is that places which once had plenty of
Spurge Laurel now have no sign of it. The main example that I would quote is the north west
edge of Stansted Forest near the path going out across a field to Warren Down - just within the
wood here, to the east of the path, many plants of Spurge Laurel used to be found among the
Hazel but now I can find none. Another example is the northern tip of War Down (in the QE
Country Park) overlooking Buriton village where I was impressed by a swathe of the plants
when I first went there (probably in the 1980s) but which I could not refind on more recent visits.
Maybe these plants have magical properties and covens of witches go out and pull them up at
midnight, no doubt the plants screaming like Mandrake roots during the process ... According
to Martin what I am seeing hereabouts is not true in his stamping grounds - he says the plants
still abound in the Upham area, at Avington by the Itchen river, and elsewhere. One factor that
might be involved is that the sites where Spurge Laurel is apparently diminishing are on very
chalky soil, whereas those which Martin quotes are not - however the Hants Flora says that it is
mostly found on chalk though it does flourish on base rich soils. The Flora does also
emphasise that this is a plant of ancient woodland, and the sites I have quoted are not ancient
(War Down should by rights still be bare downland with Stone Curlews as it was as late as the
1940s, and Stansted is nearly all plantation and coppice) so perhaps the plants have done their
best in an unsuitable habitat and are dying off naturally. +++
Martin goes on to say that Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage was flowering in the Eastleigh area
(Chandlers Ford, Bishopstoke and Fair Oak sites) from Feb 23, and that Butterbur is flourishing
at a couple of Itchen valley sites, and also comments that Whitlow-grass comes in more than
one species, and these need a close look to determine accurately. Leaving aside the very rare
Wall Whitlowgrass (Draba muralis - which was found as recently as 1992 on a wall at Soberton
and could still be present), there are three Erophila species, the commonest of which has a
variant (Erophila verna var praecox) that may be found on South Hayling and around Fort
Cumberland across the mouth of Langstone Harbour at Eastney. +++
When I see tiny white specks in very thinly vegetated or bare soils at this time of year, and bend
my creaking joints sufficiently to confirm with a magnifying glass that these are not just tiny
dewdrops but flowers at the top of a tiny upright stem arising from a tiny rosette of spathulate
leaves, I assume the plants are Common Whitlowgrass (Erophila verna) but I know I should be
more careful before recording that name. I know that if the plant is small (well under 2cm high,
usually below 1cm) I can safely ignore Wall Whitlowgrass (growing to 40cm) and probably also
Hairy Whitlowgrass (E. majuscula) which grows to 9 cm and seems to have only one
Hampshire record (at Ringwood), and which would be so hairy on its leaves as to look grey
rather than green. However Common Whitlowgrass can exceptionally grow to 10cm tall, so
don’t rely on height. That leaves us with Erophila verna (which has a variation called var
praecox) and with Erophila Glabrescens (which Martin has already found this year, flowering
on the north side of the spit of land running out to Calshot Castle, near its landward end at SU
4801-68). The distinguishing feature of E. glabrescens (Glabrous Whitlowgrass) is to be found
in the petals - in this species they are split less than halfway, whereas E. verna petals are
normally split more than halfway to the base. If you find an example split exactly halfway it
could be either species and you then have to consider the hairiness of the plant. Unfortunately
glabrescens is not glabrous (i.e. hairless), though it shows less hairiness than E. verna,
particularly on its stem (and fewer hairs on the leaves mean that they look more shiny than
those of verna). One other test is the relative length of the petiole (flower stem) to petal (the
lamina or blade of the petal). If the petiole is shorter, or just as long as, a petal then the plant is
verna. If the petioles are 1.5 to 2.5 times as long as a petal then you have glabrescens. Finally
there is the question of recognising what some describe as a subspecies but which Stace refes
to as just a ‘variation’ (E. verna var praecox) - it seems that the characteristics of this are that it

had almost round (orbicular) fruits and likes to grow in sand dunes.
MON 03 MAR
Richard Carpenter has the best wild flower news of the weekend - yesterday he was in the Hook
Valley leading inland from the Hook Lake area on the shore to Warsash Church Road and
onwared to Fleetend area and found not only the first Kingcups in flower but also golden mats
of Opposite Leaved Golden Saxifrage. +++
Today Brian Fellows has more good news of an extension of the Brook Meadow Butterbur colony
at Emsworth - he says plants can now be seen at the eastern end of the causeway, by which I
take it that they are coming up near the gate entering the meadow from the Lumley Road side
though he may just mean that they are now showing on the eastern side of the river bank. +++
I was not surprised at Brian Fellows report of Wood Spurge being in flower last Saturday as I have
seen what looks very like Wood Spurge already opening its flowers in some gardens (maybe a
cultivar?), but to avoid confusion Jim Berry tells me that what was seen on Saturday in the
Staunton Country Park by the Havant Wildlife Group was in fact the nowadays much rarer
Spurge Laurel. That could have been found in flower as early as December in past years but
nowadays the deer have pretty well made the plant extinct in local woodlands.
INSECTS

THU 06 MAR
The first two Comma butterflies, to the best of my knowledge, emerged from hibernation today.
One was in Theo Roberts’ garden at the southern foot of Portsdown Hill on the mainland, the
other somewhere on the Isle of Wight (anonymously reported on the Wildlife Trust website).
Another ‘first for the year’ was a Speckled Wood seen today by Bill Marjeram at Titchfield
Haven (but as yet no report of a Holly Blue though Theo Roberts has seen his first Honey Bee
in his garden this week - a little later than Lawrence Holloway’s garden first on Feb 23 at
Bognor). +++
OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 07 MAR
Following Tristan Norton’s first mention of Toads for this year (see notes for Wed 5 Mar) I have
two further reports of them today. The first comes from Bob Chapman at Farlington Marshes
where Bob says they are now active in the ponds north of the road (where there is also much
frogspawn). The second comes from Theo Roberts at Cosham where they appear to have
been spawning for a week or so - Theo tells me the males started to arrive in his garden early in
February and at night would form a ring around the pond, facing outwards, watching for on of
the females to appear on the horizon. When one turned up the males would make haste
towards her and the first to reach he would leap on her back and be carried by her to the pond
- a case of ‘first come, first serve’, the first to get on the back of a female not releasing his grip
on her for days (if need be) until she started spawning and he could play his part in fertilising
the eggs. The patient males had to wait over a fortnight for the females to show up at the end
of February. +++
Another interesting fact from Theo’s observation was that the Frogs which have now filled much of
his garden pond with spawn came in two well separated waves with a gap of 2 to 3 weeks
between them. Theo thinks this is weather related, and he also thinks that the dreaded Red-leg
disease which has killed so many of our Frogs in the past ten years of so may be on the wane,
with the Frogs becoming resistant to the virus, but I have not heard of this from other sources.

BIRDS

WEEK 9 FEB 24 - MAR 3 (Edited Version)

SUN 02 MAR
My last attempt to count the Egrets coming to roost at Wade Court behind Langstone Pond at
dusk on Feb 23 gave me a disappointingly low count of only 26 birds but joint outings by myself
and Brian Fellows this morning seem to indicate a total of at least 34 are still based here. I went
down Wade Lane soon after 9am and found 14 Egrets in the fields north and south of Wade

Court, and Brian (probably out at around the same time) saw more than 20 in a field 1500
metres east of Wade Court along the eastern edge of Warblington Castle Farm. There could
well have been several more in other fields of the farm, and there were certainly two more at
the Hayling Oysterbeds.
There is no shortage of Brent Geese in Langstone and Chichester Harbours as yet, but whether
the birds we are seeing are ones that have been with us all winter or passing birds that wintered
further west or south and are slowly passing eastward, is difficult to determine. One group of
150 which Brian Fellows saw this morning in the south-easternmost field of Warblington Farm
(close to Nore Barn at the west end of the Emsworth shore) were probably residents as I think
the passage birds are unlikely to feed ashore in places they are unfamiliar with. I myself found
none on the west Hayling fields this morning though 400 or more were on the water at the
Oysterbeds and the Kench.
Other birds seen on my cycle trip from Havant to Gunner Point on Hayling this morning included a
Snipe which took off only feet from the seawall path passing the Wade Court south field, and
some 200 Bar-tailed Godwit on the saltings over by Northney marina at high tide. On the
Oysterbeds bund walls Dunlin were present in thousands with many Grey Plover, and the Little
Tern island in the lagoon was hosting more than 200 Knot as well as the more expected 150+
Redshank (one Ringed Plover was also on the island - maybe already thinking of nesting
there?) Two Canada Geese standing as a pair in Stoke Bay (immediately south of the
Oysterbeds) will hopefully not try to muscle in and themselves nest on the island!
Down at Gunner Point I did not see a Wheatear but did watch a flock of around 20 small waders fly
between the wave crests breaking on the shore - possibly Sanderling coming into summer
plumage?.
While in the area south of the Golf Course I met a couple of Wildlife Trust members who showed
me what looked like a brown (creosote) coloured Dove Cote standing on a pole perhaps 20 feet
high in the golf course rough not far in from the pill box which remains by the southern fence
east of the sand dunes. The ‘wooden house’ on top of the pole was bigger than a normal dove
cote, and I was told it was one of three recently erected as potential Barn Owl nest boxes, all
three being sited along the route along which a Barn Owl has been seen to traverse on more
than one occasion. I have not heard of this type of box and wonder how the owls will take to
such an exposed position (which is also much more exposed to the elements - wind and hot
sun - than would be the case in a normal ‘barn’ situation). This is also the first time I have heard
of Barn Owls here - I hope there has not been confusion with the Short-eared Owls that hunt
here in some winters.
While on the subject of Barn Owls readers of the Portsmouth NEWS will have seen in yesterday’s
edition a major article describing how the Sussex Falconry Centre are co-operating with
Southern Water in the hope of controlling the rat population that could build up in sewage
works, by installing an unspecified number of Barn Owls and Kestrels at the Budds Farm
(Havant) and Peel Common (Fareham) sewage works. Presumably the birds will have been
reared in captivity, so I hope that there will be someone at each site able to look after them
rather than just leaving he birds to fend for themselves. It seems that each bird will come in it’s
own box but will be allowed freedom of flight on site - no doubt some will wander further afield.
Going back to my Hayling trip today one of the highspots was hearing my first full Blackcap song
from a clump of tall Holly and Laurel in a Sinah Lane garden, and I also heard Yellowhammer
song on the coastal path plus lovely Mistle Thrush song at three different places.
I still have not heard Chiffchaff song but Brian Fellows tells me that Ros Norton heard a Chiffchaff
on Thorney Island and Helen Bradbury heard Yellowhammer song at Catherington sometime
before March 1 (no dates given). A less pleasant find was the corpse of a Sparrowhawk in the
middle of St Peter’s Road south of Northney village.

SAT 01 MAR
The Havant Wildlife Group this morning took a walk from the Havant Thicket carpark south across
the Gipsies Plain, then through Hammonds Land Coppice to the Leigh Park Gardens Lake,
returning up the long Avenue connecting the lake to Havant Thicket. Stonechat were back on
the Gipsies Plain where they should nest and where Skylark were singing, a pair of Swans
were unusually present on the lake (with two Cormorant and a visiting Tufted Duck), and
numerous birds were singing.
I am very surprised that two members of the party heard Woodpigeon song here for the first time
this year - I heard my first on Jan 3 and have heard them several times each week since,
though admittedly only in the very early morning, not during the day.
My own observation was limited to an essential shopping trip to Chichester, where Herring Gulls
could be heard and seen over the busy East Street precinct (where they will probably have
rooftop nests again this year), and others were feeding on the damp grassland southwest of the
cathedral as we walked back to the Leisure Centre carpark.
Yesterday (Feb 28) Anne de Potier led an SOS birdwatching party along the top of the Fishbourne
Channel where I see that Pintail and Black-tailed Godwit were still present for them to see.
FRI 28 FEB
A Blackbird was singing at 11:30am today in Emsworth’s Brook Meadow, and last night, just after
dark, one was singing strongly in my own garden where I have not heard it before, so I guess
we are now very close to the day when Blackbird song will be commonplace everywhere. Also
in today’s news is an observation of a Wren actively nest building, co-inciding with a much
increased outpouring of Wren song during the past few days.
A full page picture of Whitefront Geese at Titchfield Haven appeared in the Portsmouth NEWS
today, making it easy for me to believe Richard Carpenter’s news that they had left the Haven
today after a ten day stay (they arrived on Feb 19). Richard also tells us that an Avocet dropped
in at the Haven today, and that the Bittern and male Marsh Harrier are still there. Interestingly
it seems the group of 13 Whitefront had yesterday been joined by two others (Trevor Carpenter
saw 15 there yesterday). Another indication of wildfowl on the move is that the three Greylag
that spent some time at the Haven have now split up - I think two flew north up Southampton
Water and one is still at Titchfield - while on Feb 22 the Greylag count suddenly went up to 8 for
one day only. +++
Another local departure seems to have been that of the two Long-tailed Duck which have been in
Langstone Harbour since Jan 25 - Bob Chapman tells us that they were seen last weekend
(Feb 23) but not since. On the Hampshire Wildlife Trust website news I see that there has been
a noticeable fall in wildfowl numbers at the Blashford Lakes in the past week, though the Bittern
was still there on Feb 24. +++
Widespread recent reports of Redwing and Fieldfare flocks have given me the impression of large
scale movement northward so I was pleased to read that this evening (after dark) Steve Keen
heard many Redwing and at least one Song Thrush calling as the flew north over him at Sway
in the south west of the New Forest
THU 27 FEB
The first indisputable summer migrants have now arrived on the Sussex coast - a female
Garganey flew past Seaford today following the arrival yesterday of an unmistakeable drake
Garganey by the River Ouse just north of Newhaven. Maybe that Sandwich Tern which flew
past Brighton on Feb 22 was the first new arrival but it did not stop to collect its prize, nor offer
proof that it had not been wintering hereabouts. +++
Bob Chapman ended his latest bulletin of news from Farlington Marshes with the expressed hope
that he will have news of summer migrants for us next week, but in the meantime the best he
can offer in that respect is an observation of two Med Gulls displaying to each other, seen from
the Point at Farlington Marshes.
We have become used to hearing reports of around 80 Eider in the east Solent recently, but today
Trevor Carpenter counted a total of 145 Eider on the water off Chilling (between Warsash and
Titchfield Haven), easily setting a new Hampshire record for one ‘flock’.
Here in Emsworth the Peter Pond pair of Mute Swans are back at their nest site and today began
nest-building on the tiny ‘island’ at the southern end of the pond. They have used this site for

many years and have suffered almost annual disasters from various causes - flooding of the
nest because it is lower than the highest tides, predation by foxes and by human vandals
because it is so easily accessible, and several road deaths of adults because it is within feet of
the busy A259 road and vehicles can hit Swans as they take off over the road. During the past
winter one of the local wildfowlers (who do magnificent conservation work on up to 40 local
ponds) has attempted to reduce the risk of the nest being flooded by raising the nest site
(building up the area with rubble, then covering it with soil), but the Swans have yet to accept
the altered look of their nest site and the first attempt at building has been in a new area, even
lower on the banks of the island so naturally yesterday’s efforts were more or less washed
away overnight. Watch this space ... I would have thought that a better solution to the
problems facing the swans would be to provide a wooden raft for the nest, with extra ‘planking’
around the raft a foot or so lower than the top surface (so it would be submerged when the raft
was floating) to give the birds a way of easily stepping onto the raft.
Black-tailed Godwit have been moving back to the coast from their mass gathering on the Avon
valley floods, perhaps supplemented by birds moving north from continental wintering grounds,
and one measure of this can be seen from an update of the Titchfield Haven ‘recent’ news
webpage. On Feb 14 the Blackwit count at the Haven was 75 birds, by Feb 22 this had risen to
130, while at Farlington Marshes the count of these birds is now 177 (unfortunately we have no
figure for the number there when the majority of birds seemed to be in the Avon valley)
WED 26 FEB
Another bird now giving voice to spring ‘song’ is Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. As early as Jan 18
Russell Wynn heard a male ‘singing’ (by which I assume he means the ‘pee-pee-pee’ sound
rather than drumming) at Beaulieu Road station but there were no more reports until Feb 17
when Trevor Carpenter heard one at Cams Bay. Today brings three separate reports of this
bird singing - Trevor heard one again at Cams Bay, Mark Edgeller heard one at the Blackwater
arboretum and Simon Woolley heard one yesteday at Denny Wood, also in the New Forest.
Martin Gillingham today visited the Eastney Ferry area of Portsmouth and was surprised to find 37
Carrion Crows on the shore, saying that this is largest group he has ever seen on the shore. I
would be interested to hear whether other people regularly see flocks of Crows on the shore,
and how big these flocks can be. My own experience when walking the shore fields of the
Warblington Farm on CBC visits over a good many years is that flocks of 50 or more Crows are
often to be seen there, and these flocks spend most of their time on the saltings of Chichester
Harbour. While the numbers seem to be highest in spring the Crows can be seen on the shore
at any time of year and I have the impression that they have become specialist feeders there recently I saw one flying up and dropping something which I assumed to be a shellfish which it
was hoping to break open on the stony shore. +++
While at Eastney Martin also saw two Shags in the Langstone Harbour entrance area, and had an
adult Med Gull at Southsea Canoe Lake (he does not mention its plumage but I guess it would
by now have an almost complete black hood).
From the Titchfield Canal Path Doug Robertson managed to see a Bittern as well as single
Peregrine, Marsh Harrier and Merlin (presumably the bird which Richard Carpenter earlier saw
hunting in the Brownwich area - Richard also saw the Marsh Harrier and the 13 White-front
geese). I assume the male Marsh Harrier at the Haven today is the same bird that has wintered
there (described as a first winter bird) and today Bob Marchant has promoted it to an adult male
(perhaps some celebration is in order?). Bob also saw the Eider raft out on the sea and
estimated it as having more than 80 birds. +++
This morning I walked from Forestside Church through the northern fringe of Stansted Forest,
north towards West Marden, then turned south via what was Horsley Farm along the east side
of Markwell’s Wood to South Holt Farm at Finchdean before heading east via Warren Down
back to the start point. Rooks were guarding nests in the widespread rookery based at the
church but extending to the northern edge of Forestside village, and a flock of 40 to 50 finches
(maybe a mixture of Siskin and Goldfinch, certainly both were present) flew from the larches in
the Forest edge as I passed below them, and I broke my duck with a good view of Marsh Tit in
one of the pines. Beside the road halfway to West Marden I heard my first Yellowhammer song
of the year, still a bit tentative but ending with the long drawn out ‘cheese’ note. +++

Skylark song came from the sky above Horsley Farm (now a posh private dwelling) and nearby a
Lapwing flew over, calling as if over territory but continuing to fly north out of sight (maybe to
Compton where two or three pairs used to breed when I did a BBS survey on Robin Bray’s farm
several years ago). Before I reached the northern tip of Markwells Wood I heard Buzzard calls
and saw one fly out, flapping hard in the cool air and followed by some 200 Wood Pigeons, no
doubt disturbed by a Pigeon shoot on fields further south. Nothing much in the way of birds
until I was heading east from South Holt Farm towards Warren Down where a pair of Bullfinch
called above my head in a blackthorn hedge, and then at the house on the down where the
birds are well fed I had good views of two more singing male Siskin, and back at my car Great
Spotted Woodpecker was drumming and Nuthatch singing.
TUE 25 FEB
A big surprise comes from John Gowen who was walking on the footpath crossing the pony fields
north of Wade Court at Langstone this morning and saw, in his own words, .... ‘three little egrets
in these fields, one of which had blue/grey legs and very pale feet, in contrast to the normal
black legs and yellow wellies.’ Note than John makes no claim that one was a juvenile, but I
find the group of three birds, one looking like a juvenile, very interesting. Considering the date,
however, I would put my money on the pale-footed bird as being a ‘genetically challenged’
adult (or late developing first year!) +++
John saw 21 Redwing in the pony fields with the Egrets, and later counted 25 Shoveler and 15
Pochard on Budds Farm pools. A group of four Linnets on Budds Mound may have been birds
coming back to nesting territory, but there has been a small winter flock of them based in the
Broadmarsh/Bedhampton area. +++

Following on from the Redwings at Wade Court I see that Heather Mills had a few (with 50
Fieldfare and a very obliging Barn Owl) at the north end of the Titchfield canal path today, while
Richard Carpenter had more than 200 of each thrush species (Redwing and Fieldfare) when he
was on the hills west of West Meon (at Wheely Down Farm) today. +++
Sussex news for today includes a sighting of a pair of Peregrines back at the Sussex Heights
tower block in Brighton where they did not breed last year but had previously done so in four
consecutive years starting immediately after Graham Roberts put up the nest box on the roof of
this building early in 1998. One reason for abandoning the building in 2002 could have been
that, after the young had flown in 2001, repairs to the building in July seems to have disturbed
the birds that were continuing to use the building as a night roost. In 2002 the birds
successfully raised three young females on the Brighton West Pier, but with that pier now in
imminent danger of either collapsing into the sea, or being extensively restored (neither of
which would be conducive to nesting) the birds may well go back to the original nest box. +++
A short evening walk here in Havant (to Wade Court and back) gave me the sight of nine hungry
Little Egrets desperately trying to find some supper in the pony fields north of Wade Court
before going to roost - I’m not sure if any of them found food but they were very active, running
about as if chasing mice and occasionally making short flights in the hope of finding a better
feeding area - maybe Frogs are already on the move across that field? Coming back up Wade
Court Road and through the ‘twitchel’ path connecting South to North Close I peeped through
the Laurel hedge and had a clear view of the Green Sandpiper standing motionless in the ankle
deep water (probable slightly warm from an underground spring) of the Lymbourne cress beds
(within a private garden) and can only assume that it spends the night there - any fox would
have to splash in the water to reach the bird and this is the third time I have seen it there at dusk
this year. Finally I heard one Blackbird singing it’s evening song among the Song Thrushes the Blackbirds are still not singing by day.
Finally a note from Bob Chapman tells me that the Farlington Marshes Bittern was seen again
yesterday (Feb 24) after Bob had come to think it had departed...
MON 24 FEB
Blackcap sub-song can be heard throughout the winter but until today I have heard no reports of
full song from wintering birds, however one of my regular sources of local wildlife news,
Elizabeth Aitchison at the Havant Tourist Info Centre which I visit each Monday on my
distribution circuit of John Goodspeed’s weekly Nature Notes posters, told me that a Blackcap
had been in full song at her Portsdown home last Friday (Feb 21). She is also watching with
interest to see what success her neighbour my have in getting Sparrows to nest in a new 12
Hole communal nest box , and on a less local note she told me that the recent Bill Oddie
programme featuring Bill’s seasickness on the trip to St Kilda was filmed by her son John who
is now working with Bill on further episodes in Scotland. +++
Another aspect of ‘spring song’ was noted for the first time yesterday by John Simons in
Markwells Wood which runs from Finchdean to West Marden a little north of Stansted Forest.
This was the excited ‘pre-migration’ chattering of many Redwing and Fieldfare (usually I do not
hear this until late March or April, so maybe the winter Thrushes are planning to depart early
this spring?) +++
Going back to the subject of wintering Blackcap Pete Smith comments on a change of their
behaviour in his garden (whereabouts not stated) this winter. Last winter a pair could be seen
daily in his garden from Jan 10 to Mar 17, but this winter he has only had 5 sightings of single
birds since the first showed on Dec 20. Pete asks if this indicates some change of behaviour
on the part of the birds, but my take on this would be that the continual presence of the birds
was the unusual case, not the sporadic sightings he has had this winter. I guess many factors
are involved ranging from the food available to the birds, the weather, presence of thick cover
in which the birds can shelter and keep warm, through to the food preferences and behaviour
patterns of individual birds (and not forgetting the observer’s habits - the birds probably come
out of cover to feed for only a brief period each day at a set time in relation to the sun, and the
observer will only see them if he is looking at that time!). Another thing to take into account is
that the birds are not tied to one location for the whole winter - absence of food for perhaps just
a couple of days could send them elsewhere in search of food - and equally they are not tied to

one garden but may have a daily pattern of moving around several potential food sources each
day making the chances of the observer being on the watch when the birds are in his garden
less than they would otherwise be.

Brian Fellows visited Baffins Pond in Portsmouth today and found the two Water Rails still present
- if they are still there next week they will certainly have been there for a full month as they had
been present for up to a week before Brian first saw them on Feb 4. A pleasant addition to his
normal tick list was a Mistle Thrush in full song - tyically from the top of a tall tree - and among
the items on the normal list there were indications that more Canada Geese have chosen to
settle here for the spring season (33 present today, nine more than last week but nowhere near
the 56 that were present at this time in 2001). Mallard numbers have fallen as these birds go
off to nest (a count of 74 was 20 down on the 94 present in mid January). Tufted Duck numbers
continue to fluctuate, indicating that the birds are regularly moving between sites (62 present
today), and Shoveler numbers, which probably peaked at a very low total of only 20 birds last
week are now dropping off as these birds depart from Hampshire (only 12 today). +++
On the subject of Shoveler feeding circles which they use at this time of year are at least in part a
‘display’ or ‘pair bonding’ exercise, Brian Fellows tells me that while he tends to agree with this
theory the bible on bird behaviour (BWP) positively denies the suggestion - Brian quotes ..
"Flocks often pack densely, with birds swimming in circle, dabbling close to tail of another and
such behaviour and similar behaviour by pair is associated with feeding, not with display."
Brian watched this behaviour at Baffins today and noted that there was .. “clear friction
between pairs when they approached too closely” .. tending to support the vew that there was
a pair-bonding/territorial element to this behaviour. +++
Going back to my comments on Brian’s observation of House Sparrows taking Pampas Grass
Brian now confirms that this was purely a nest building and not a feeding exercise by adding to
his previous description of the activity that the birds were seizing the material in ‘beakfuls’ and
were seen to carry it into nest holes.
Kevin Stouse’s HOS walk party at Amberley Wild Brooks had distant views of 5 Ruff on the
southern part of the wetland (seen by scope from the road outside Amberley village) and had
closer encounters with a female Hen Harrier, a Barn Owl and a Buzzard. They also saw 6
Fieldfare and just one Redwing, and were reminded of spring by the competitive drumming of
three separate Great Spotted Woodpeckers.
PLANTS
SUN 02 MAR
Cycling down Wade Court Road here in Havant this morning I found a mass of catkins open on
the old Grey Poplar standing opposite the entrance of North Close, the wind having already
brought a good number of them down onto the roadway. Continuing on to Hayling Island
nothing else was new until I got to the Skatepark on Sinah Common where Common
Whitlowgrass was in flower, and at the west end of the Hayling Health Society housing
(between the Kench and the Ferry) one plant of Alexanders had creamy flowers open. In
several places Primroses were well out, and with them in Daw Lane the special show of all
three variants of Periwinkle were flowering (Greater, Lesser and Intermediate). Not flowering,
but worth a note, were the many plants of Bur Chervil now covering much of the sandy shore
soil at Sinah, where several of the Green Winged Orchid plants had well developed leaves.
The one plant of Cow Parsley which was flowering by the Hayling Billy trail in Havant on Feb 16
has now lost its flowers and no others have been seen by me yet, nor could I see any Danish
Scurvygrass which will soon give many roadsides a dusting of white.
SAT 01 MAR
The Havant Wildlife Group today found Wood Spurge flowering naturally in Hammonds Land
Coppice on the northern fringe of the Leigh Park Gardens. They also discovered the first
female flowers on a Hazel tree but the male Yew trees were still not opening their cellophane
packets of pollen - any day now a slight shake of a branch will result in a drifting cloud of yellow
pollen.
THU 27 FEB
At Brook Meadow in Emsworth Brian Fellows tells us that some flower spikes of male Butterbur
are now well up out of the ground, and that small, erect, red female catkins can be seen on
Common Alder ready to receive pollen from the long yellow male catkins that have been
prominent for some time.

INSECTS
THU 27 FEB
Among other emerging insects Lawrence Holloway at Bognor noted the first Honey Bee in his
garden on Feb 23, and in a note sent out today Bob Chapman tells us he has been seeing
Bombus terrestis bumble bees for some time now.
TUE 25 FEB
Both Heather Mills and Gwynne Johnson noticed Bumblebees on the wing today, and Christoph
Harwood tells me that, before settling down to sleep, he had to encourage a Wasp to leave his
bedroom
MON 24 FEB
Today brought out the first Red Admiral to be seen at Emsworth’s Brook Meadow,
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 01 MAR
A few days ago Gill Knight, living near Wade Court here in Havant, told me that Weasels continue
to appear in her garden, and I see that today, while bird watching from the Redbridge Wharf
park on the northern shore of Southampton Water, Paul Winter also saw one at work.
FRI 28 FEB
The first Adder of the year to come to my attention was seen in Pamber Forest near Basingstoke
back on Feb 21 - this from the HWT web news which also carried news from the Blashford
Lakes of a pair of Roe Deer swimming across Ellingham Lake, only to touch down on the far
side and immediately swim back as if ‘doing lengths’ just for fun.
Several more reports of frogspawn have come in today, including my own sighting of several
Frogs and spawn in the wet area of the Hayling Billy line immediately north of East Street here
in Havant - as this area has had work done to drain the water (to prevent it flooding the new
cycle way) I doubt any tadpoles will survive here
Listening to the radio this morning (Mar 1) I heard someone talking about Hares and was
reminded that when a Hare gives birth to three or four leverets she almost immediately
distributes these new born babies at widely spaced intervals around the open field which is
their ‘home’ and the young have to remain silent and motionless throughout each day, being
visited by their mother for them them to suckle only after dark - talk about ‘Home Alone’.
MON 24 FB
Arriving for work at the IBM North Harbour site this morning one of the first things which Kevin
Stouse noticed was a Hedgehog trotting along close to the buildings - the first report of one to
reach me this year and also I think a ‘first’ for that site. Hopefully it came out of its own volition
but at this time of year many people start to clean out the rubbish from their gardens and may
accidentally disturb a still sleeping Hedgehog (and destroy its cosy winter quarters at the same
time). We have probably now passed the point at which such disturbance kills the animal but it
was only a couple of days ago that Helen Gutteridge, working in her Havant garden, found a
Hedgehog in a pile of dead vegetation at the foot of her house wall - luckily she spotted it before
removing the dead matter and so far as we know the Hedgehog was not woken up!

BIRDS

WEEK 8 FEB 17 - 23

SUN 23 FEB
The early departure of Brent Geese which started to be noticed at Splash Point, Seaford, on Feb
19 is if anything increasing in volume with a count of 1048 flying east past Hastings today in just
over 4 hours watching from 10:15 to 14:30. At Splash Point the count was 739, and while no
times are given I suspect this will have been over a two hour period before 10am, so these
birds are probably in addition to the Hastings count. Also seen at Splash Point today were 106
divers and 495 Auks, again maybe in addition to a total of 262 Red-throated Divers seemingly
recorded at Hastings if you add together the numbers moving and those on the sea there. +++
More prosaic, but equally interesting to me, is Brian Fellows observation at his Emsworth home of

House Sparrows making regular trips to take the seeds and their feathery white attachments
(the ‘pappus’) of Pampus Grass - Brian assumes this is to line nests and I have no reason to
dispute this but earlier in the winter a small band of Reed Buntings seemed to survive for over
a month by eating the seed of this plant at the IBM Lake (I never saw them carrying off beakfuls
of the ‘fluffy stuff’ which is presumably what the Sparrows are doing).
In the Stansted Forest Groves today I failed to catch up with the Marsh Tit that is still missing from
my yearlist, and on Aldsworth Pond I found around a dozen each of Gadwall and Tufted Duck,
one pair of Swans and one of Mallard but no Little Grebe. +++
This evening I went to check on the Egrets arriving at their Langstone Wade Court night roost and
came away with a total of just 26 seen to arrive. I would expect the number using this roost to
be low at the moment, with many birds presumably still using inland roosts while others have
moved elsewhere to nest sites, but I may have undercounted as only two of the birds I saw
came in from the south, giving me a view of their approach flight - the others sneaked in from
the north , coming through a thick belt of trees in which I could have missed the arrival of quite
a few birds.
While watching the Wade Court trees I heard one burst of Cettis’s Warbler song from Langstone
Mill Pond, and heard evening Blackbird song on both the way to and the return from the site.
SAT 22 FEB
Other Sussex news for today includes Reed Bunting song at Pett (Richard Carpenter had the first
for this year on Feb 14 at Titchfield Haven).
Walking across the southern side of the north Hayling fields this afternoon I was surprised to hear
a Red-legged Partridge loudly proclaiming its presence with ‘chucka-chucka-chucka’ calls (can
you call that a spring song?). I had not come across these birds here before but the reason for
their presence was soon clear as I scanned the fields around me and saw game feeding bins.
+++
Continuing down Woodgason Lane I found twenty or so Redwing and heard Mistle Thrush song
but when I came out on the shore and saw a good high tide roost of waders on the Verner
Common shore the sun was in the wrong place to give me a clear view of what I think was a
flock of Golden Plover - looking into the sun I could not be sure if the birds which flew into the
roost were Grey or Golden Plover (of which there is usually a flock here in winter)
On Thorney Island Brian Fellows found the corpse of an Egret which he thinks had been brought
down by a Pergrine. Later in the day Brian went to the north end of Amberley Wild Brooks,
parking at Greatham Bridge and walking to the south side of the mound on which Quell Farm
stands. From here he saw two Short-eared and two Barn Owls plus a few Redwing and
Fieldfare.
FRI 21 FEB
On Wednesday (Feb 19) I remarked that there had been no reports of the female Marsh Harrier at
Titchfield Haven since last weekend, when the ‘resident’ male was flying with the newly arrived
female, and I put this together with a report from Ed Griffiths of a female seen by him at
Farlington Marshes to indicate the possibility that the female had moved on from Titchfield
Haven, aborting any thoughts of a great romance there. Today this impression is contradicted
by a message from Darren Evans who says that he has seen the female from the Titchfield
Haven canal path on most evenings this week, but never before 4:30pm (maybe indicating that
she flies elsewhere to hunt during the day and only returns in the evenings to roost). We shall
have to wait and see how the plot develops but if you go to see the female take note that the
canal path is very muddy and slippery (although unlike some wet winters it seems it is still
navigable!) +++
Richard Carpenter also sends me news for today from the Haven - the 13 White-front Geese
which arrived there on Wednesday were still present and could be seen with just one Greylag
among some 100 Canada Geese, and the regular Barn Owl and Firecrest were seen as was
one Bittern. Sunshine not only caused the Little Grebe to ‘trill’ but also gave Richard his first
Linnet song.
This morning’s sunshine tempted me to walk through the Warblington fields to the west end of the
Emsworth shore at Nore Barn, then back along the coast to Langstone, on via the South Moors
to Budds Farm and back up the Langbrook stream. Before starting out a male Sparrowhawk

marked his territory with a display flight eastward over my garden (some quick flaps to gather
speed, then a glide upward to a stall, repeating the pattern after dropping out of the stall), and
among the morning songsters were several Wrens which seem to have just re-acquired their
loud singing voices - no Mistle Thrush song heard, though, they seem to sing regularly for
about a week each spring, then go silent (perhaps for lack of competition?) +++
At least one Skylark sang for several minutes over Warblington fields, and a lone pair of Brent sat
in the grass of the field south of the cemetery, indicating that they have had enough of long
flights and propose to retire here for the summer, though 20 Brent in the easternmost field
where the eastern stream runs out were just feeding - one Lapwing was with them, reminding
me of the days when they bred annually on this farm (up to 1986). Along the shore, among the
regular waders and wildfowl, I was pleased to see a pair of Pintail and a group of 12 Knot, and
on the South Moors shore I had 9 Ringed Plover and a few Turnstone but did not see the Twite.
A pair of Canada Geese were noisily present on Budds Farm pools (probably intending to nest
there) with some 12 Pochard, 10 Shoveler and only 3 Tufted Duck (but plenty of Teal still), and
I had a good view of Kingfisher at Langstone Mill (on the Lymbourne stream outfall against the
Mill wall)
John Shillitoe came to Hayling Island today, seeing 9 Black-necked Grebe off the Oysterbeds, 3
Slavonian Grebe in Hayling Bay and 7 Sanderling at Black Point.
THU 20 FEB
Today brought a summary of Farlington Marshes news from Bob Chapman in which he says that
two Long-tailed Duck, which were in the Langstone Channel from 25 Jan or earlier this year,
have now moved to Russell’s Lake (the channel along the east side of the marshes, between
the reserve and the islands) though as I have seen no mention of them since late January they
may well still spend most of their time well south of the marshes and be difficult to spot anyway Bob suggests it is worth a look for them if you are at ‘The Point’ with the tide up. The
two Brant are still present, usually feeding on the Farlington playing fields north of the A27, and
the four Scaup can still be seen in the harbour. The two Avocet seem to have left, but today
were replaced by three birds, while the recent young male Marsh Harrier has not been seen for
a couple of days. If you are lucky you may still pick out a single Ruff among the Lapwing, and
last weekend a Water Pipit was seen on Sunday and a Short-eared Owl on Saturday. +++
Not in Bob’s news is a report of a Black Redstart at the Portsmouth City Museum - I think this is
not the first winter that they have been around that building, but I have no idea where to look for
it.
Sussex news for yesterday (Feb 19) carries two items that caught my eye. The first is a count of
50 Ruff feeding in a field above the River Arun at Houghton at TQ 0111-68 (which is a point on
the South Downs Way, about 100 metres west of the minor road going north from Houghton to
Bury). The second is another good count of 33 Smew (including 4 males) at Rye. +++
WED 19 FEB
Two messages from the Langstone Harbour area today both report ‘circling Shovelers’ on ponds
and suggest that this behaviour is not just a way of feeding but is a pair-bonding behaviour
(maybe everyone else knows that already but it comes as a new idea to me!). The first
message was from Heather Mills who saw a group of 20 Shoveler on the Budds Farm pools at
Havant exhibiting the circling behaviour, and the second from Brian Fellows who saw the same
number of birds doing it on the water of Baffins Pond in Portsmouth. Both messages mention
that the birds concerned seemed to be paired, and it was Heather who made me think again
when she added the comment .. ‘Suppose this is the mating ritual? while Brian just wrote .. ‘20
Shoveler were on the pond, mainly in male-female pairs, circling around each other.’ Up to
now I have assumed that this is just a feeding technique used to stir up food particles from the
bottom of a pond when the birds are hungry and are unable to sieve sufficient nutriment from
the top surface water - the fact that this behaviour is more commonly seen in spring than at
other times could reflect end of winter food shortage and pre-migration hunger, but it could just
as well be some form of pair-bonding - does anyone out their have an informed opinion?
An invasion of White-front Geese has clearly occurred in the past few days, and seems to involve
not only birds coming from the tundra of northern Europe but maybe also birds of the
Greenland subspecies reaching us from the north west. The picture which I have gathered

relating to White-front sightings on the south coast during this month is that there was a settled
flock of around 200 at Rye at the beginning of the month which increased to 320 on Feb 8, the
same day on which a skein of 23 flew in over Selsey Bill and were later seen near Lewes. On
Feb 13 a skein of 19 flew in from the sea at Hastings, and on that day 34 unidentified geese
flew west over Shoreham. Feb 16 brought reports of newly arrived White-front from the Isle of
Wight (5 at Brading), Pett Level (17 at this site between Hastings and Rye), the Cuckmere
valley (10 birds), with another 10 at Laughton Place in the valley east of Lewes. On Feb 18 a
count from Rye was of only 150 birds but I suspect this was a partial count rather than an
indication that more than half of the 320 that were there on Feb 8 had left the area. Today (Feb
19) brings reports of 4 White-fronts from the Avon Causeway (only the second record from the
Avon Valley this winter - two were seen on Jan 12), 13 newly arrived birds at Titchfield Haven
and a party of 4 flying southeast over Winchester (just possibly Greenland birds coming via
Ireland).
At Blashford Lakes John had his highest ever counts (for those lakes) of Teal (2150), Pintail (400),
and Shoveler (428) plus non-record counts of 1650 Wigeon and 716 Gadwall plus 13
Goosander, 12 Ruddy Duck and 7 Green Sandpiper. At Ibsley John had two more Green
Sandpiper, 20 Bewick’s Swans and 780 Black-tailed Godwit while the Causeway area had
another 1375 Godwits, 515 Pintail, 120 Shoveler, another 6 Green Sandpiper as well as the 4
White-front Geese. +++
John Clark has also sent me confirmation that the albino Canada Goose which has been in the
north of Hampshire for the past five years was present there in the period from Aug 2002 to Jan
2003 when a white Canada Goose was being seen in the Fareham and Titchfield areas, so we
must conclude that the southern bird is different from the northern though I have no idea where
the southern bird has got to at the moment - it does not seem to have been reported since Jan
9 this year.
This morning I made my third and final Winter Farmland Bird Survey visit to SU 6922, just east of
East Meon, and while I appreciated the absence of mud on my boots the hard frozen ground
and absence of any unfrozen water was making survival hard for birds and other wildlife. The
only source of bird food I saw was the feeders put out in the garden of one of the three houses
which border the fields I survey and these were busy with tits and Chaffinches plus a few
Robins and Dunnocks, but the many Rooks and Jackdaws based at Rookham Copse were
flying from field to field without apparently finding any soil in which they could dig, and nothing
to eat on the surface. A stream of Common Gulls were similarly constantly on the wing (not
one landed to be counted in the survey) and they were behaving as they must do at sea,
weaving this way and that low above the ground in search of any possible food and
occasionally dipping towards the surface but never finding anything to take. On the ground of
one empty sheep pasture (the sheep were hopefully being kept warm and fed indoors) a flock
of 100 Wood Pigeons had touched down but next time I looked they had gone with empty
gizzards, and three times I watched the local Buzzard work its way along hedgerows battling
with the strong cold east wind to no avail - even the Crows put up only a token objection to its
presence. Five Fieldfare flew over, and one field had four Mistle Thrush and seven Redwing
working their way across the grass, while a count of four Song Thrushes were probably part of
the flocks driven here from the continent rather than resident birds. I did have a brief encounter
with a pair of Bullfinch and one Great Spotted Woodpecker.
Although Pied Wagtails are a common enough sight in many public places such as school
playgrounds and on house roof-tops they seem to be there in search of insects attracted to the
warmth generated by tarmac and tiles rather than as scavengers on food which we have
dropped, so it was interesting to have a note from Stephen Harvey saying that one or two
Wagtails have recently taken to feeding in his Chandler’s Ford garden underneath a hanging
bird-feeder stocked with ‘fat cake’, picking up on hte ground the tiny fragments dropped by the
birds feeding above. I have had a couple of interesting reports of Wood Mice scavenging under
bird feeders in this way, and of course plenty of Dunnock and Chaffinches do so, but do other
people have scavenging Pied Wagtails? +++
TUE 18 FEB
By far the most exciting local news today comes from John Simons, via the SOS news, of a Rustic

Bunting present in the West Marden area (north of Stansted Forest) both yesterday and today.
John writes .. ‘Report of a Rustic Bunting present this morning 18th Feb in West Marden area
map reference SU762139. Bird is with mixed flock of Finches and Buntings feeding in a Willow
Herb field and adjacent Hazel Hedge. It did however tend to wander further afield today and
perched in a nearby conifer plantation some 500 metres away.’ It seems the bird was first seen
yesterday but John does not say who found and reported it. Rustic Buntings are rarely seen in
Britain and most of those that do turn up do so in the autumn. My 1983 Shell Guide says that
there had only been 248 records in Britain prior to 1980 and these were mostly in the months of
Sept to Nov with some in May-June and a few in March-April - so maybe a February record is a
first? +++
Another local report on the SOS website is of a Bittern in the reeds on the east side of Ivy Lake at
Chichester today,
Finally for today I made a dusk visit to the Hayling Oysterbeds and found the Barn Owl hunting
over the ‘poolside meadow’ currently grazed by Highland cattle. I saw the bird at 17:40 and
after watching for less then a minute I saw it hover and plunge. Getting close to the place
where it went down I could just see its back, and occasional glimpses of white as it looked up
from its supper, but had I arrived a couple of minutes later I would never have spotted it. While
watching it feed I saw a rabbit race towards it, then hestitate before making a rapid but close
detour round the owl which was clearly blocking the rabbit’s favoured route!
MON 17 FEB
Next Sunday (Feb 23) Kevin Stouse will be leading a Hampshire party on a regular annual visit to
Amberley Wild Brooks so it is interesting to read on the Sussex Ornithological Society’s web
site current news of what’s being seen there. The latest report, dated for today, comes from
Pete Hughes and Darren Fry of the Pulborough RSPB staff and lists 700 Lapwings, 500 Teal
and seven raptor species all seen at Amberley today. The raptor species listed are Hen
Harrier, Short-eared Owl, Barn Owl, Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Goshawk and a pale falcon
thought to be Saker. More detail is given by Dave and Pen Green who were there yesterday
and report .. ‘At Amberley North Brooks, between 3:00 and 4:30, there were at least 2 but
probably 3 Barn Owls hunting over the Wild Brooks and getting mobbed by a Kestrel when they
caught prey. A ringtail Hen Harrier was hunting from around 3:15 until 3:45 and there was also
at least 1 Short-eared Owl hunting and then sitting on some low scrub. All of the birds could be
seen from the path leading South from Quell Farm. The best vantage point seems to be looking
between West and South East from the corner by the house at TQ 031 154. Finally, at 5:00
there was presumably a separate Barn Owl to those seen earlier hunting over Waltham
Brooks.’ +++
At the Pulborough RSPB reserve today there were 2700 Wigeon, 1300 Teal, 1100 Lapwing and
157 Shoveler with a Peregrine to add to the list of raptors in the Arun valley, but no mention of
Bewick’s Swans (probably because they are further south in the Houghton area where 21 were
seen last Thursday, Feb 13, after a report of 40 flying in that area on Feb 8). A couple of other
interesting items were reported from the Pulborough reserve on Feb 13, the first being a count
of 42 Ruff and the second just 7 Black-tailed Godwit among the Lapwing. +++
I ventured briefly over the Sussex border this afternoon as far as the Thorney Deeps and noticed
a Swan well in among the reeds at the Little Deeps in a place where a pair have nested in
previous years - they used to be among the earliest pairs to nest in our area and so I wondered
if this bird was checking up on it’s nest site already? A few Pochard and Tufted Duck plus one
pair of Gadwall were on the Little Deeps with the Coot, and on the Great Deeps I could distantly
see several more Gadwall, at least one pair of Pintail and perhaps 100 Wigeon while the mud
off the seawall had at least 50 Shelduck, and somewhere a Greenshank called.
Several recent Hampshire reports mention high numbers of winter thrushes (though few
Redwings), and today ‘Kelvin and Jenny’ were on Wilverley Plain in the New Forest where the
majority species was Song Thrush (25+ of them to just 10 Fieldfare, 4 Mistle Thrushes and 2
Redwing). An even bigger flock of 60 Song Thrushes was at The Vyne north of Basingstoke on
Saturday (Feb 15) with just a few Redwing. Yesterday (Feb 16) Mike Wall found more than 250
Fieldfare with many Blackbirds and 20 Mistle Thrushes in the Wootton St Lawrence area north
west of Basingstoke near the Newbury Road, and some 5 km further north west along the line

of that road Brian Sharkey found 213 Fieldfare in a Winter Farmland Bird Survey square (these
may or may not be the same flock). Mike had a few Redwings but Brian does not mention any.
On Saturday Richard Carpenter also recorded 250 Fieldfare at Upper Swanmore, west of
Droxford in the Meon Valley (that too could have been the same flock on its way north).
David Parker also tells me of Mistle Thrush song audible from his Forestside garden, of many
chattering Siskin in the area, and of a Bullfinch again seen in his garden. In recent weeks I
have noted several reports of up to a dozen Bullfinch seen together in the New Forest by
people seeking Hawfinch, but I think Hampshire would be sorely tried to produce a report of 24
Bullfinch to match a group seen in one Ashdown Forest tree on Sunday (16 of them males).
Checking up on this I find that Birds of Hampshire records a flock of 30 seen together at
Stockbridge Down on 26 Dec 1980, since when the Bullfinch population has apparently
continued to decline, but can the observer of this flock remember if they were all in one tree?
PLANTS

SAT 22 FEB
An afternoon walk around the Fleet village area of Hayling Island today gave me two plant ticks more importantly just two opening flowers of Coltsfoot on a track, along the shore just north of
Verner Common, where I have had my first Coltsfoot in previous years, and a re-acquaintance
with an oddity that grows in Castlemans Lane - white flowered Red Dead Nettle.
FRI 21 FEB
Today’s sunshine opened bright blue eyes on Common Field Speedwell in many sheltered spots
and there was a similar show of even bluer flowers on the one cluster of Ivy Leaved Speedwell
in the road where I live but the best sight today was on one of the Cherry Plum trees in the
southern end of Wade Lane which up to now have just had the odd flower open - going in
though the open gate of the rough pony field and looking up the outside of the hedge which
turns Wade Lane into a tunnel of trees I found one tree was a solid mass of white on the side
exposed to full light.
WED 19 FEB
I see that I forgot to note one new flowering that I saw on Monday of this week (Feb 17) when I
was on Wade Court Road here in Havant - the first unfurled male catkins on an old Grey Poplar
that is now so tall that I need my binoculars to inspect its catkins. I have yet to see a common
Goat Willow flowering but quite a few of them have long discarded the brown covering which
hid the buds during the winter, and they now have expanded grey silky buds just waiting for the
sunshine to turn golden as they put out their anthers to welcome the spring insects.
INSECTS
SAT 22 FEB
A Red Admiral and two queen bumblebees (visiting Hellebores) were flying in Lawrence
Holloway’s garden at Aldwick (Bognor) today, and yesterday Brian Fellows had a Peacock
butterfly on the track passing the west end of the Little and Great Deeps on Thorney Island
OTHER WILDLIFE

SUN 23 FEB
While cleaning the pond in his Totton area garden today Les Stride found 3 Common Newts had
already returned from their winter hide-outs (first Newts for the year that I have heard of)
Last Friday, when Brian Fellows was at Amberley Wild Brooks, he saw one Hare and a bunch of
25 Fallow Deer (presumably the dark coated ones that originated in the Parham House
grounds).
FRI 21 FEB
Brian Fellows has sent me a convincing answer to the question I posed on Wednesday regarding
where Water Voles go in winter. He quotes a book on the subject which says that they spend
the winter months more or less exclusively in their tunnels (where they are obviously warmer
than they would be elsewhere), and get the food that they need to support a reduced
metabolism from roots accessible from within their tunnels - which I guess are probably quite

extensive if they have to not only keep the animals above the winter water level but also
provide access to several months food supply. No doubt the voles do venture out to collect
additional food from time to time, but not frequently enough to be seen by the casual observer.
WED 19 FEB
Tony Wilson has responded to my plea for information on the social behaviour of Fallow deer
bucks during the early part of the year (when the rut is over but the bucks have not yet dropped
their antlers). Tony tells me that he was on Amberley Wild Brooks last Sunday (Feb 16) and
saw 8 bucks intermingling with 22 does, so they had not formed a ‘men only’ club in the way
which the New Forest bucks at Burley seem to have done. I suspect there is no clear cut
answer to my question, and one factor must be the number of bucks in an area. At Amberley
the deer were of the very dark coated ‘breed’ which for more than a hundred years have been
confined within the boundaries of Parham House grounds and have acquired their distinctive
coloration through in-breeding. I think it is only within the past 20 or 30 years that they have
begun to escape from the grounds and to run freely in the Arun valley (and as far as I know they
still do not mix with other ‘more wild’ deer) so they may have their own behaviour pattern
differing from that of e.g. deer in the New Forest or the South Downs.
Another unanswered question comes to my mind after reading a note from Brian Fellows
announcing the first sighting for this year of a Water Vole in the River Ems at the Brook
Meadow site. The question which this seems to pose is what happens to Water Voles in the
winter? As far as I know the natural life of a Water Vole is more than a year, so they must
survive at least one winter, and I have not heard that they hibernate or migrate, though I
appreciate that they will be much less active in the winter than in the summer when they are
breeding. I see that last year (2002) the first sighting of one at the well watched Brook Meadow
site was on Feb 25 and the last on Oct 17, though in the Pagham area five were seen on Dec
22 in the ditches draining the area north of Pagham village, and in 2001 one was seen at the
Emsworth Peter Pond on Dec 10 though none were seen at Emsworth before April 9 that year.
MON 17 FEB
For many years frogs have been dying by the pondfull of some disease and I understood the
culprit was call ‘Red Leg Disease’ and was caused by a viral infection. While I have no reason
to think this is untrue I see that in the New Scientist for Feb 15 there is an article about a fungal
disease (chytrid fungus) which has ‘swept the world since the 1940’ driving nine species of frog
to extinction and threatening other species. The article is reporting a new test for the presence
of the fungus which could enable the spread of the disease to be controlled. This report comes
from Australia and does not mention the Red-Leg frog mortality problem in Britain, and leaves
me in the dark as to whether we have the fungal disease here.
A note from Ben Darvill, who was birding yesterday in the New Forest north of Burley, tells of a
group of 32 Fallow bucks seen together with not a doe in sight. Ben seems to be surprised by
this but, while I know very little about deer, I have always had the impression that Fallow bucks
separate from the does as soon as the rut is over. I think I have gained this impression from
seeing the bucks together in summer time, and I read that they do go into a bachelor huddle
from the time of dropping their antlers in May until they have grown a new set in September, but
I would welcome ‘education’ on the behaviour of these deer in the December to May period.
On Saturday (Feb 15) Richard Carpenter was in the Brockwood Copse area of Brockwood Park
(sited south of the A272 in a line between West Meon and Bramdean) where he also saw deer
- on this case 8 Roe in a bunch. Richard was surpried by the size of the bunch, and until
recently I too believed that Roe were never to be seen in groups other than a family unit
(maximum of five) and that for most of the year the bucks were solitary, but I have come to
accept that, with a continuing growth of the Roe population, there is no longer space for them to
keep separate in our countryside, and they are rapidly becoming ‘herd animals’. +++
Unfortunately over-population is not a problem for Hares in Hamsphire and, with the season for
Mad March Hares nearly upon us, I think few general naturalists will be lucky enough to see
any Hares this spring so Richard did well to spot three in the Brockwood area.

BIRDS

WEEK 7 FEB 10 – 16 (Edited Version)

SUN 16 FEB
The Langstone South Moors Twite were seen in the morning and evening today by several people
including Doug Yelland who captured them on camcorder and has sent me a couple of close up
stills, one showing the pink rump extremely well. All the sightings were near the mouth of the
Langbrook stream - Richard Hallett and I saw them soon after 10am, Will Walmsley at around
11 am and Doug late in the afternoon. When Richard and I were there two fishermen had their
rods set up on the shore and had dumped their haversacks on the bench seat but despite this
two of the Twite were on the shingle less than 20 yards east of them. We watched them run like
mice over the shingle, down to the water’s edge (the tide was high) and feed on something in
the wet zone before flying off east, and we later saw the third bird in the rough grass inside the
sea wall but outside the fence of the moors - it flew to the beach where the others had been.
The other viewers seem to have seen the three together again, still by the bench seat. Mike
Collins was also in the area and saw a Water Rail on the bank separating two of the Budds
Farm Pools but had not spotted the Twite when I met him. +++
Will Walmsley went on to visit Hayling, seeing at least 7 Black-necked Grebe off the Oysterbeds
and a Med Gull in near complete summer plumage at Sinah Lake. +++
On my way home from the Twite I saw at least 18 Redwing in the pony fields north of Wade Court,
and shortly before that John Gowen had counted 20 of them in the pony paddock just north of
the footpath
At Titchfield Haven male and female Marsh Harriers were flying together, so they have at least
made contact and are still at the Haven.
In north Hampshire John Clark had two Bitterns at Fleet Pond at around 5:30pm. Also at the pond
were 56 roosting Cormorant and 7 Mandarin duck, amongst others. Earlier (at first light,
despite having been up to send off a previous email at 3:20am!) John Clark was at the Moor
Green lakes on the Berkshire border to find 24 Goosander which had been roosting there (and
which he thinks are in addition to a group of 7 he saw on Tundry Pond the previous evening).
Among a long list of birds found there I note there were 181 Barnacle Geese and 5 hybrids
which look like blue phase Snow Geese but which have black bills (Snow Geese should have
pink bills). Interestingly John had a close look at the yellow on the faces of some of the
Cormorants and decided that three of them were genuine sinensis (the yellow not extending
above the line of the bill). The best information I have on this identification feature came via
Tony Gutteridge from an expert source which said that to separate the races correctly you have
to look at the yellow area at the base of the bill - in a continental bird this continues back below
the eye in a straight line with the top of the upper mandible, in British birds it extends up and
around the eye. The continental birds’ habit of nesting in trees is no sure feature as it seems
that the continental birds which breed in this country have persauded quite a few British birds to
nest inland and in trees.
SAT 15 FEB
Tony Gutteridge was going down Wade Lane today and found a Little Owl sitting on a branch of
the large Oak which grows against the east side of the lane half way between the A27
underpass and Wade Court - presumably this was one of the Warblington birds as this tree is
only 600 metres from the oaks in which one has been seen this year near the Old Rectory by
Pook Lane (without knowing of Tony’s sighting I had a look this afternoon at the tree by the Old
Rectory where I had seen the owl on Jan 25 and could not see it today). +++
Another Havant area sighting today was made by Mike Collins who went to Budds Farm and
found the Fudge Duck still on the pools where a Water Rail was also present. Mike also had
Common Sandpiper and Rock Pipit on the seawall in that general area. +++
The Havant Wildlife Group were visiting Stansted Forest where they watched a Buzzard soaring
over a an area where they have nested in the past and saw a party of 12 Crossbill (these were
in the south of the Forest, far from the regular flock at Forestside). Siskin, Marsh Tit and 12
Fieldfare were also on their list. +++
After lunch I was on the Chichester Harbour shore between Langstone and Warblington for the

last ‘mid-tide count’ of the season. Nothing out of the ordinary was seen but I did note a single
Knot among some 400 Dunlin, had 52 Wigeon and around 200 Brent (both more than
expected), and enjoyed a smart male Goldeneye with two females. Shelduck numbers were
lower than usual at around 25 and I only saw two Teal. +++
Yesterday (Feb 14) Brian Fellows was on the Emsworth marina seawall scanning the harbour and
Emsworth Channel for the ‘mid-tide count’ project but seeing little more, other than one Spotted
Redshank, than some 3000 gulls and a few regulars including some 700 Dunlin.
On Feb 13 Brian noted that the Peter Pond Swan pair were back on the pond, but so far they have
ignored the work done this winter to raise the hight of their nest site so that it does not get
flooded when tides are exceptionally high and th Ems is in spate. A total of 72 Swans remain in
the Emsworth Millpond area. +++
At Langstone Mill Pond John Chapman heard two Water Rails screaming from the waterside
vegetation. At least one has been present during the winter, and I hope these were two
residents having a domestic dispute rather than a lone resident objecting to the arrival of a
passing bird.
FRI 14 FEB
John Gowen visited Budds Mound today and found that the Shoveler count had increased to 32
(from the 10 reported there on Jan 25 by the Havant Wildlife Group) and Pete saw the ‘Fudge
Duck’ (in the seaward pool - normally I think it has been in the central of the three pools) but
neither John nor Pete report the female Scaup which (according to Bob Chapman’s latest
report dated yesterday) is still around and is normally seen on the pools. +++
At Southsea Castle today Bob Marchant found 3 Purple Sandpiper but he failed to spot the
Ring-billed Gull at Broadmarsh, and another item of local news was John Shillitoe’s sighting of
a Peregrine on one of the electricity pylons on the north west shoulder of Portsdown.
THU 13 FEB
The SOS news for today includes a report of a Black-necked Grebe on Ivy Lake at Chichester - I
have no reason to doubt this, though a Slavonian Grebe was reported there on Jan 22 and
(remembering a recent report of Goosander in the Chichester Lakes which turned out to be
Merganser) there is I suppose a chance that these are the same bird which someone has
mis-identified. A male and two female Goldeneye were also present, and on his way to
Chichester the observer (Alan Perry) had seen a Red Kite over the Downs at Duncton, south of
Petworth. +++
Other Sussex news for today is of 21 Bewick’s Swans on or by the River Arun at Houghton,
Bob Chapman sent out another of his general summaries from Farlington Marshes today, saying
that the ‘new Brant’ is still around (often feeding with the established Brant on the Farlington
playing fields north of the reserve). All four Scaup are still in the harbour, and recent
newcomers are a first winter male Marsh Harrier which arrived at the marshes on Feb 9 and
was seen again today (though no one seems to have seen it on Feb 10 or 11). Another elusive
bird that is probably still around is a single male Ruff.
WED 12 FEB
It will not be long before we hear Blackbird song throughout the day but so far this year they have
only sung intermittently, either just before it gets light in the morning or at dusk. Today at his
home in the Aldwick area of Bognor Lawrence Holloway heard one singing at both ends of the
day, and in Brook Meadow at Emsworth Brian Fellows noted ten bird species singing, including
Wren, normally one of the most frequent songsters everywhere but which has been remarkable
silent recently (far less vocal than Dunnock around my garden).
Misty conditions seem to encourage birds to sing (perhaps they feel they have to advertise their
presence more frequently when they cannot be seen?), and today’s mist encouraged Mistle
Thrush to sing strongly, both in Havant and at Idsworth Farm which I visited in the morning one was singing very loudly from the northern edge of Markwell’s Wood and a Skylark was
voluble over the farmland.
Stubble attracted a flock of Chaffinch and Yellowhammer (perhaps 30 of each) amongst which I
twice saw bold flashes of white that could have been the rumps of Brambling. I was interested
to see that one field in which the ground was exposed was being worked by some 20
pheasants, while a neighbouring field in which the foot-high stubble hid the ground was where

the finches were feeding. While I was there the farm grain store was being emptied into huge
lorries, and when they had gone sparrows and finches were crowding the surrounding hedges
waiting to get at the spilt grain on the ground in the yard. The shyer birds out in the fields will
hopefully get their share of the leftovers, too, as David Uren told me he was intending to take
the old grain remaining in the store out into the stubble and scatter it with a spinner. A little
while back he similarly put out a lot of old apples in the paddock near the farmhouse, bringing in
many Fieldfare which have now exhausted that food supply (though a few Fieldfare were still in
the area). David also told me that he has seen one of his Barn Owls on most nights recently,
and watched it enter the nest box that it used last year.
The two Water Rails were both seen by Brian Fellows at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth today, where
they seem to have been for the best part of two weeks, showing little sign of wariness despite
the large number of people walking around the pond and feeding the birds with bread. Pete
Ryder also visited the pond today, seeing only one of the Rails, but I don’t know how much time
he spent there - maybe less than Brian who stayed to count all the birds. The totals were
relatively unexciting - in addition to the regulars there were 34 Tufted Duck and 14 Shoveler
with 15 Canada Geese and 84 Mallard.
TUE 11 FEB
Trevor Carpenter found 6 Purple Sandpiper at Southsea Castle today
Yesterday another interesting observation from close to Hampshire’s eastern boundary came
from John Simons who found 56 Song Thrushes in the fields between Markwells Wood and the
village of Forestside near Rowlands Castle. With them he saw only 6 Redwing plus an
estimated 20 Fieldfare and 30 Blackbirds. +++
On the previous day (Feb 9) John Simons found 22 Crossbill and some 30 Siskin still in the pines
and larches on the northern fringe of Stansted Forest east of the road +++
Also on Feb 9 Stephen Harvey had the first Chiffchaff song that I have heard of in Hampshire
when he was in the Itchen Valley Country Park just north of the M27. Chiffchaff were singing in
the Isle of Wight (around Brading sewage works) on Jan 25 and 27 but I have heard of no
others until this report. I, too, had an unexpected Chiffchaff in my garden on Feb 3 and I
suppose a few odd birds may have already ventured north across the channel but I think it
much more likely these are all birds that have wintered in England but which are now feeling
the restlessness that will soon be driving the masses of true migrants northward.
Finally for today, having recently reported the first roding Woodcock, there is a reminder from
Pete Hughes at the Pulborough RSPB reserve that not all Woodcock seen flying at dusk are
‘roding’ but are just doing something that they probably do all year round, flying from the woods
in which they hide by day out to damp places where they feed by night. Pete says that recently
several have been seen at dusk each evening flying over the reserve carpark to feed in the
riverside meadows.
MON 10 FEB
Last Saturday I was commenting on signs of winter wildfowl and waders getting restless and
starting to head northward, and today Tony Gutteridge added a significant piece of evidence for
this movement when he saw (and probably heard) four Bewick’s Swans fly north over Stansted
Forest on what must have been a long distance flight with no obvious start or end point. These
birds might have come along the coast before turning inland in the Chichester Harbour area,
but they could equally well have just crossed the channel as (I suspect) did the 23 White-fronts
that flew in over Selsey Bill on Saturday and were next seen many miles away at Lewes
Brooks. Another sign of this restlessness is noted below in connection with the disappearance
of the 3000 Godwits that were in the Avon Valley on Saturday ... +++
This evening, after hearing my first Goldfinch song from a bird perched prominently above an
Emsworth garden and then seeing a pair of Pintail (maybe half a dozen more) still present off
the Emsworth Western Parade, I once more heard Blackbird song as I cycled along Thornham
Lane on Thorney Island to look for Short-eared Owls on Thornham Marshes. When I got to the
end of the lane I found Mike Wearing already watching one owl and we may have seen two in
the area around the landing lights as, after watching one hunting and then perched on the
landing light poles, we saw one perched on a fence post much closer to us and looking a much
darker colour on its closed wings. +++

While chatting Mike told me that he has recently seen a Black Redstart on allotments by Burrfields
Road in Portsmouth.
An unanswered question from last year is why a Robin should have devoted its energies to acting
as assistant parent to a family of Song Thrushes at Selborne (there were pictures of Robin and
Song Thrush perched either side of a nest of young thrushes on our TV, and lots of hard
evidence of this being a ‘long term relationship’ from John Eyre and others). Today this story is
revived and John Eyre writes .. ‘Some of you will remember the Robin that helped rear a brood
of three Song Thrushes in a shed at Gilbert White's House last year. I was told today by the
man who lives next door to the Museum that a Robin is coming into his house for food and is
accompanied by a Song Thrush! The two seem to be 'associating'. It seems possible to me that
the Song Thrush is one of the original brood of three and may have inprinted to some extent on
the Robin. Has anyone heard of anything similar before?’ +++
Among today’s miscellaneous news Ian Thirlwell reports that three Purple Sandpiper and a Shag
were to be seen at Southsea Castle, and on the Eastney Beach near Langstone Harbour
entrance he came on the head of a Razorbill with no body. In the past I have found floating
headless Auk corpses, and believe these come from auks that became trapped and drowned in
fishing nets - when the nets are hauled in the fishermen find the easiest way of disentangling
the dead birds from the nets is to cut off the heads that are stuck through the net, then chuck
the freed body and head overboard. +++
Dennis Bill has just sent out the details of the Portsmouth Harbour high tide WeBS count for Feb
1, showing the second highest ever count of Dunlin in the harbour (3920 in the Fareham Creek
Fleetlands area). As with any comparison of WeBS data we must remember that it represents
only a snapshot of what the counter saw at one point of time on one day in the month, and
Dennis admits that this high count may have been due to the tide being lower than expected, so
it could be that similar numbers have been present on other count days, but have been driven
off this relatively low roost site by the rising tide before he arrives to make his count. The Brent
count for the harbour as a whole was some 700 birds less than in January, indicating that a
good number of birds may have moved away from the harbour, though equally likely they were
happily grazing local fields not covered by the count. Normally the number of Brent in the
harbour remains fairly static from December to January, but this winter the figures have been Dec: 2185, Jan: 1965, Feb: 1274. Unsurprisingly the Black-tailed Godwit count was also low
(as it has been everywhere on the Hampshire coast - all the birds apparently preferring the
Avon valley). In December there were 81 Godwits, in Jan there were none and today just 24.
The same picture comes from the casual counts made by Trevor Carpenter and Matt Lawes in
the Fareham Creek area during Jan and Feb which diminish from 170 on Jan 1 to 60 on Jan 8,
12 on Jan 24 and 3 on Feb 2. +++
Other figures from the Feb 1 WeBS count are of 100 Mute Swans in Portsmouth Harbour (85 of
them on the Gosport Cockle Pond), and just 77 Canada Geese (49 being in Forton Lake and 18
at the Cockle Pond) though this figure highlights another aspect of interpretation of WeBS
figures - in addition to the 77 reported there were another 132 just 50 yards or so outside the
count area on the Cams Hall golf course. Surprisingly only 2 Egrets were reported from the
Frater Lake area and only 9 for the harbour as a whole (and that’s counting three that were on
Horsea Island and are therefore excluded from the official return to the BTO for their ‘national
statistics’
PLANTS

SUN 16 FEB
The first flowering plant of Cow Parsley was seen by me this morning beside the Hayling Billy Trail
where it meets the main road at Langstone, and earlier in that walk I had seen some twenty
plants of female Butterbur with flowers opening beside the Langbrook stream near the
entrance to the ‘farmyard’. These are recorded in the Hants Flora as the only female plants of
Butterbur in Hampshire, and although they were introduced by landscape gardeners working
for IBM when they acquired this Havant site in the 1960s they are an interesting feature of the
county flora. (In general all the many colonies of naturally occurring Butterbur in southern
England are of male plants only).

When writing this note I realised that I had failed to record a significant find which I made last
Monday (Feb 10) when I found one plant of White Comfrey bearing white flowers in St Faith’s
churchyard in the centre of Havant - this plant is an abundant widespread ‘weed’ in the Havant
area.
MON 10 FEB
Having seen my amateurish comments on the identification of Bittercress species Martin Rand
has added some more ‘professional’ facts on this subject (exactly what we want - I am forever
trying to learn by prompting the experts to respond to my ignorance with their knowledge from
which I hope we all learn something). Martin writes ... +++
‘The "overtopping" criterion perhaps should be qualified. C. flexuosa (Wavy Bittercress) fruit
overtop slightly when mature; and C. hirsuta (Hairy Bittercress) may not overtop very much
before they are mature. +++
The stamen count is certainly the best feature; if it's not possible to count stamens but one has a
reasonable number of plants to look at, I find the number of stem leaves quite a good guide - 4
or less in C. hirsuta, 4 or more in C. flexuosa. Although the waviness isn't a clincher it's usually
a good "jizz" feature, especially taken with the relative size of the stem leaves (smaller than
basal in C. hirsuta, much the same size in C. flexuosa). +++
Just to complicate things, there's an alien annual species, C. corymbosa (New Zealand
Bittercress) to look out for. It's spreading in Britain generally, as a garden and "pavement crack"
weed, and has been recorded as close as the Selsey area in W. Sussex; suspicions are that it's
under-recorded, being overlooked for C. hirsuta. It has 6 stamens like C. flexuosa, but only 0-3
stem leaves (often 0); less than fully erect stems; and usually very few flowers (sometimes just
1) in a head. It also spreads vegetatively from leaf-ends as well as by seed. Michael Braithwaite
provided a nice picture of it (under the name Cardamine uniflora) in BSBI News 58, pp. 38-39.
In fact there's possibly more than one species involved.’ +++
As a PS to all this Martin added that .. ‘New Zealand Bittercress (Cardamine corymbosa) has had
one Hampshire record already - as a weed at Wyevale Garden Centre, Crowd Hill near Fair
Oak, recorded by Vera Scott and Audrey Hold two years ago.’
Another message reaching me today refers to Blackthorn flowering in Portsmouth, and while I
cannot be certain that it was not Blackthorn this is an opportunity to remind people that, in
general, the first show of white blossom each year is from Cherry Plum (Prinus cerasifera)
which is widely distributed in south east Hampshire and looks very like Blackthorn to a casual
glance. +++
I expect to see Cherry Plum before the end of January and not to see Blackthorn until mid-March,
but where there is confusion some of the things to look for are these ... Firstly the twigs, which
are last year’s new growth and which are distinctly green in colour on the Plum (with the older
wood being a grey brown) where all the wood on the Blackthorn is dark, if not black. Secondly
the leaves - with Blackthorn the flowers will be more or less over before any leaves show,
whereas with the Plum the leaves start to emerge very soon after the first flowers show. Thirdly
there is the structure of the trees - Blackthorn is usually a twisted shape with thorns to be found
if you search - the plum has much straighter branches and twigs with no thorns. Finally the
flowers of the plum are larger (2 to 3 cm across) while those of Blackthorn are rarely more than
1 cm across.
INSECTS

FRI 14 FEB
Today’s issue of the Portsmouth NEWS has a double page spread on a tiny Weevil called
Pachytychius Haematocephalos (the Gilkicker Weevil), seemingly prompted by a Hampshire
Wildlife Trust report that this tiny creature is alive and well despite the absence of any records
of it since 1973. The twofold reason for this tiny beetle (hardly visible to the naked eye) hitting
the headlines is that it is of local interest, only known from the Fort Gilkicker area of Gosport,
and because it might have become extinct in the course of development of the fort into flats.
The development proposal sparked an investigation into the current status of the beetle, and it
seems that so long as the grassy banks around the fort are not disturbed the weevil will survive
the devlopment. As the main requirement for its lifestyle seems to be the presence of Bird’s

Foot Trefoil I suspect that it may be more widespread than just the banks of this fort (and it has
indeed been reported from as far away as Browndown!)

BIRDS

WEEK 6
FEB 3 – 9 (Edited Version)

SUN 09 FEB
Today’s top story comes from John Simons and concerns the behaviour of a Carrion Crow which
he watched in the Finchdean area north of Rowlands Castle a fortnight ago. John writes .. ‘My
attention was caught by the antics of a particular Crow which was flying up at a very steep
angle and then stalling and dropping like a stone. It would then stop at varying heights above
the ground and perform the same feat again. When I eventually raised my glass to observe this
apparently insane activity I was amazed to see that this bird was dropping and catching a small
mammal (shrew or vole). This amazing display of involuntary (for the mammal) bungee
jumping went on for a good few minutes and certainly the poor little beast was dead at the end,
if not from the crows beak then certainly from fright.’
I know that Crows are among the more intelligent of birds, and this one must have been a very
skilled flier and catcher, but I have never heard of anything like this before. I can understand
how some Crows (for example the Hoodies shown on a recent Bill Oddie TV programme) have
learnt to open shellfish by carrying them up above a stony area and dropping the shell onto the
stones, maybe just copying gulls, and I can see that dropping a small mammal to the ground is
a good way to ensure it does not run off while it is being pecked at on the ground, but the
re-catching in the air sounds to me more like a display of skill put on to impress a potential mate
than a necessary technique of food preparation (unless the bird was ensuring that the mammal
defecated before being eaten!). Maybe the Crow had an eye on securing a TV contract for
itself as a ‘Feathered’ Chef to replace the Naked Chef, and was practising a unique method of
marinading its meat?
Other news from John, all relating to the last week of January, includes a sighting of a Merlin on
Idsworth Down, a young Peregrine seen twice over Markwell’s Wood (once bringing down a
pigeon), and flocks of Redwing and Fieldfare up to 150 strong. John is aware of three pairs of
Buzzard starting to display in the Idsworth/Stansted Forest area, three pairs of Kestrel
defending their territories and at least one pair of Sparrowhawks.
My own birding today was limited to a quick look around Paulsgrove lock for the Portsmouth
Harbour low tide count, and the only piece of ‘news’ there was an increase in the number of
Black-headed Gulls that now have full face masks. From my garden I heard Mistle Thrush
song again after having heard a bird singing strongly at Wade Court Road yesterday.
SAT 08 FEB
There are several indications today that spring passage is gaining momentum. On its own John
Clark’s report of a considerable increase in the number of Black-tailed Godwit in the Avon
Valley (he reckons there were over 3000 present today) does not prove that the new arrivals
there are on passage but recent reports from other local sites that normally harbour the
Godwits in late winter (e.g. Titchfield Haven and Poole Harbour) show that they are unlikely to
have supplied the extra birds, while reports of increases in other species would support a
proposal that there has been an influx of continental birds. John Clark, for example, found 15
Bewick’s Swans where there have been few or none, and in Sussex a flock of 40 Bewick’s flew
over Amberley railway station at 7:30am (maybe just a local movement in the Arun valley but
maybe a flock of birds departing?), while further up the Arun valley there was a surprising count
of 47 Ruff in the Greatham Bridge area (the only other report of more than 10 being seen
together this year in Hampshire or Sussex was of 20 Ruff at Pulborough Brooks on Feb 1).
I spent an hour on the Langstone/Warblington shore today for the Chichester Harbour mid-tide
count, but have little to report other than that there were more Brent feeding on the shore (there
were none present on my last count here and I concluded that they had exhausted the
harbour’s stock of food and were now reliant on field feeding). My thought today was that
maybe we are entering the period when Brent being to move gradually eastward along the

coast before taking to the air for a long distance trip. Birds that have been wintering elsewhere
and have only just arrived in our harbours do not have the knowledge of where the feeding
fields are to be found (and are somewhat nervous of their new surroundings) so their behaviour
is different from that of the overwintering birds, and these passage birds seem to stick to the
shores, particularly the north shores of the harbours.
FRI 07 FEB
A male Scaup was an unexpected find for Richard Hallett when he was in the Portsmouth area
today, seen in the west end of the Hilsea Moat immediately south of Hilsea Lido at midday maybe it had moved there while the tide was low in Portscreek and Tipner Lake. I have seen
and heard of Scaup in the nearby tidal Portscreek in past winters, and I have seen Little Auk
among a variety of other birds on the Moat in this area, but I cannot recall hearing of Scaup on
the moat before. Less surprising was Richard’s sighting of the Barn Owl at the Hayling
Oysterbeds this evening - as predicted it is still frequenting the area. +++
By chance I wason the Portsbridge roundabout, in sight of the Hilsea Lido, this morning but my
only news from that area is of a pair of Mute Swans back on the IBM lake
Robin Turner visited the Langstone South Moors shore today but failed to see the Twite which
may well have exhausted the seed supply which originally drew them there, but they may have
been just temporarily absent when Robin was there. Robin says the a dog walker had just
gone along the shore when he arrived and that may have put up the birds, though when I saw
them the same thing happened (the dogs charging along the seawall path only a couple of feet
above the birds feeding at the foot of the seawall at the west end of the higher section) without
disturbing the birds - as with Snow Bunting it is possible to walk past them within a few feet
without knowing they are there. +++
Earlier in the day Trevor Carpenter had been out in the area just east of Wickham in the Meon
Valley where he heard Woodlark sing and saw one bird displaying in the Hundred Acres area
market garden fields. He then headed south and across the Wickham to Portsmouth road onto
Wickham Common, following pulbic paths to the Bere Farm area where there was further
evidence for the case that Redwing are moving north as a rearguard to a wave of Fieldfare that
have already passed on north. Trevor saw more than 50 Redwing to just 5 Fieldfare. In the
same area were some 40 Linnets (which may be a static winter flock) and 20 Meadow Pipits
(which just could be forerunners of the many that will soon be heading north over Hampshire).
+++
Richard Carpenter was at Titchfield Haven today and tells me that there are still over 80 Eider
offshore, while single Bittern, Marsh Harrier and Egret were in the reserve (where a male Hen
Harrier flew over on Feb 5). Just outside the reserve Richard saw a female Blackcap in a
private garden, and within the reserve he saw one Dartford Warbler and the two very active
Firecrest (male and female) which are showing well as they take small flies and midges from
the air. Richard also saw the three Greylag.
In the Havant area I could only see three Redwing in the Wade Courth north pony fields today but
I did find the Green Sandpiper back in the Lymbourne cressbeds
THU 06 FEB
Trevor also noted 88 Black-tailed Godwit at the Haven where the count (which had been 650 on
Jan 1 and 700 on Jan 20) was down to just two birds on Feb 3 (admittedly that was just a casual
observation, not an official count), so this species may well also be on the move although both
Golden Plover and the Godwits are notoriously unpredictable as to where and when they will
show themselves. +++
Less difficult to interpret was today’s news from Brook Meadow in Emsworth where Chaffinch
were singing and the Great Spotted Woodpecker which has frequently been heard calling from
the trees during the winter has now started drumming.
Discussion of whether the Quail seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds last Saturday was a wintering
Common Quail or a Japanese Quail which has escaped from local captivity reveals that
Japanese Quail are widespread in Europe (including Britain) and are sedentary through the
year. Keith Betton has passed on the following information from one Chris Kehoe, who says ...
‘There is apparently a widespread and quite large scale release of this species in Europe for

hunting purposes and concern has been expressed that interbreeding with common Quail
might result in significant conservation implications. When researching the identification of
Japanese Quail I carried out a Google search on quail and was surprised to find that a
significant number of the images of quail photographed in Europe actually appeared to be
Japanese Quail!. How widespread the problem is is something of a mystery but as captive bred
Japanese Quail are believed to lack migratory urges there must be cause to query the true
identity of any quail seen in winter in Europe.’ +++
Late news for Feb 5 is topped by a sighting of Woodcock roding in the Leigh Park/Waterlooville
gap near the A3M/Hulbert Road junction. The bird was seen at around 5:30pm by someone
concealing their identity behind the email name tag of ‘Dave and Nicky’. I believe that
Woodcock do start roding from January onwards in most years but this is the first report I have
seen for this year, and is good news.
The SOS news page also reports that David Parker went to Pagham Lagoon yesterday (Feb 5)
and found the redhead Smew still present He also saw one Med Gull and (on the sea) two
Slavonian Grebes. +++
Sussex news for Feb 4 also includes a report from Pagham spit by Chris Barfield who saw the
Glaucous Gull, 7 Med Gulls and one Black-necked Grebe, later finding 26 Avocet in the north
west of the harbour near Sidlesham.
WED 05 FEB
This morning I took a walk around the perimeter of Stansted Forest (west of the road only) in
glorious sunshine and almost everywhere (except in the area devoted to Chestnut trees where
there are no Beech) the air was full of Siskin song. I have no idea of the actual number of birds
but every cluster of Beech and Larch trees sounded like an outdoor aviary of song birds, giving
the impression of many hundred birds, though I think that (as with Jackdaws and Starlings) a
relatively small number of continuously twittering birds can sound like many more, and
wherever I stopped to look for the birds I could see few of them. Several Chaffinch were in full
song and one Stock Dove was singing, but I failed to tick Marsh Tit or Treecreeper for my year
list, and I neither saw nor heard any Crossbill though I found the ground littered with the neatly
removed ‘flakes’ of larch and pine cones in several places (I did not go to the north east area
where they have been most recently seen). Redwing were limited to two birds which I saw and
perhaps another two from which I heard ‘gup’ calls. Over the north west area near Warren
Down one Buzzard was soaring and calling, at one point its path crossed closely with that of a
female Sparrowhawk also soaring, presumably over its territory. +++
Other local news for the Havant area concerns Barn Owls. Last Saturday I reported Alistair
Martin’s sighting of a Barn Owl hunting in the Hayling Oysterbeds area and since then I have
seen a Hoslist message from Simon Harthill saying that he had seen one on the Langstone
South Moors, just across the water from the Oysterbeds, also on Saturday. Simon has now
given me more detail of his sighting, telling me the owl was in the northern part of the South
Moors, perching on posts in front of the Autoliv factory, from 4:30 to 5:10pm. Checking
Alistair’s sighting he tells me it was over the ‘Brick Field’ on Hayling between 5:05 and 5:10, so
there is a possibility that two different birds are operating in the Langstone village area. I had
wondered if the two sightings were of one bird just passing through the area, but Alistair
confirms that ‘his bird’ was present again on Sunday, making it likely that it is based near the
Oysterbeds and will be seen on future occasions, though Alistair said that his bird on Sunday
made off to the east, across the main road onto Hayling towards the big open north Hayling
fields and Northney. +++
Another item of Barn Owl news comes from David Uren at Idsworth Farm north of Finchdean and
Rowlands Castle. He has seen one of the Owls that use the nest boxes in his barns fairly
regularly, but says that for the last few days the Kestrel (which has been seen to roost in the
same barn in the past) seems to have usurped the owl - I doubt it has driven the owl away and
the failure to see the owl is probably a function of the changing time of dusk or of the owl going
out to feed earlier than usual as it gets its strength up for the coming breeding season. David
also reports plenty of Fieldfare around the farm and even a few Lapwing on his land recently
(but only a handful of them).
On Monday I reported that I had seen 30 Redwing back in the pony fields north of Wade Court at

Langstone and John Gowen tells me he saw at least 9 of them still there on Tuesday morning.
Also on Monday (Feb 3) Paul Winter found around 100 Redwing mixed with 100 Fieldfare in the
Test valley just south of Romsey, while today more than 60 Redwing were seen by John Eyre
in the Bourley area just west of Aldershot. This is meagre evidence for a mass movement of
Redwing north from the continent through Hampshire, but it indicates a change from the recent
situation in which many Fieldfare and no Redwing were being seen in the county.
Richard Hallett has sent me a fascinating quote from a book called ‘Rural Bird Life’ by Charles
Dixon printed in 1880 which backs up Stephen Harvey’s account (see Sat Feb 1) of his surprise
at seeing a Sparrowhawk hovering over Bransbury Common (a practice which I jokingly
suggested it might have learnt from watching the local Barn Owls hunting there). The quote
from Charles Dixon’s book which Richard has sent me reads .. ‘The Sparrowhawk hovers in the
air just like the Windhover , only there is a certain stiffness, if I may use the term in describing
the motions of one so graceful, about his flight, that at once informs you the terror of the woods
and fields is abroad in search of prey.’ Both accounts (from Stephen and the book) refer to
‘stiffness’ in the hovering action but neither tells us the height over the ground - I doubt
Sparrowhawks hover high and long searching for food on the ground and guess that the
Sparrowhawk only hovers when it has seen a bird try to evade it by ‘going to ground’, and
hopes that by hovering low over the place where it saw the potential prey disappear that it will
put it up again.
While on the subject of Sparrowhawks attempting to take prey from the ground the SOS website
has an interesting observation made during an outing to Pagham Harbour last Sunday (Feb 2)
when a Sparrowhawk went for what I believe is the only wintering Whimbrel in the harbour.
The Whimbrel was on the ground and as the hawk approached it raised its wings, confusing the
hawk which veered off - had the Whimbrel taken off in panic I guess it would have been hit, but
whether it has learnt that you can avoid being killed by holding your hands up in surrender I
doubt. +++
TUE 04 FEB
Much easier to identify were two Water Rails seen today by Brian Fellows at the edge of Baffins
Pond in Portsmouth - a person who visits the pond daily told Brian that they had been present
for about a week and would openly take breadcrumbs thrown onto muddy ground. Interestingly
Brian found a Water Rail at this pond in March 2001, and it again stayed for a week and would
show itself openly - I don’t know whether this is a case of ‘when in Rome do as the Romans do’
(i.e. when among a lot of birds showing no fear of humans they soon learn they will not get the
free food handouts if they skulk in cover and leave the other birds to eat it all up) or whether
these are individual Rails which happen not to have the normal shyness of their species.
One other thing which this report brings to my mind may also be relevant to the current debate on
Black-tailed Godwit movements. This is the fact that both the Godwits and the Water Rails
make their journeys at night when any water surface will reflect what light there is while hiding
other aspects of the location. In the case of a Water Rail on passage, poorly equipped for long
distance flight, it will probably make its journey in a series of short hops and come down gladly
at any sizeable water with no idea of what it will look like in the daylight. I recall once picking up
a dead Water Rail at the IBM Portsmouth site after it had flown into the glass sided buildings
behind the small ornamental main reception lake - my guess at the time was that it had seen
the lake and landed only to find that the lake had no cover around it and had then flown off into
the glass, thinking it (reflecting the moon) was another water body ...
Going back to Baffins Pond Brian remains disappointed in the number of Shoveler there this
winter - just 12 of them where there have been over 80 in recent winters (once again they may
have been attracted to large floods though Joh Gowen counted 21 on the Budds Farm pools
yesterday). There were 58 Tufted Duck and (maybe a new feature of the pond) a flock of 32
Collared Doves, but whether they were attracted by food on the ground or were using the trees
as a communal roost site I do not know.
Encouraging news from Pulborough Brooks is of 51 Bewick’s Swans seen to leave the roost there
at dawn today, no doubt splitting up to feed during the day as smaller groups in different areas.
A Hen Harrier flew over the RSPB reserve and one Barn Owl was seen there but a little further
south in the Greatham Bridge area Andrew Armitage saw 2 or 3 different Barn Owls and maybe

two Short-eared Owls. Yesterday 200 Golden Plover flew south over the RSPB reserve and
some Brambling were seen there among a flock of around 50 Linnets, 50 Chaffinch, a few
Goldfinch and Yellowhammers. A flock of 30 Stock Dove was in nearby fields. On Feb 1 there
were 20 Ruff in the reserve area with a lone Black-tailed Godwit, a few Dunlin and the regular
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. +++
A note from Andrew Howard today ups the reported total of Avocet in Pagham Harbour to 31 (all
seen in the Ferry Pool on Jan 18) - other reports during January gave various totals up to 24
birds, but I see that on Jan 6 a group of 10 Avocet were reported and on Jan 8 a group of 21, so
maybe these two groups have been going their separate ways in the harbour through the
month.
MON 03 FEB
When birds are nesting they are tied to a limited area around the nest site, though even then they
may travel long distances in search of food - Herons are said regularly to travel to favoured
fishing spots that may be twenty miles from the nest, and raptors such as Peregrine will fly
similar distances in seach of food, while seabirds may cover even greater distances in search
of fish shoals. At other times of year the only things which cause birds to be seen in particular
places are the availability of food and of safe places to roost, and perhaps some ingrained
instinct of where these are likely to be found. Despite these obvious facts many people seem
to regard birds as having life-patterns similar to our own, tied to particular places by our habit of
living in fixed homes, and they then express surprise when they do not see birds in the same
place day after day. +++
A couple of examples of this thought process at work, even among experienced birders, can be
seen in recent comments on Hoslist about Black-tailed Godwits and winter flocks of thrushes
and finches. I find the internet, with its daily reports of where birds are seen, is both fascinating
and frustrating - fascinating in so far as it gives a much more immediate view of where birds are
currently to be found, and frustrating because it fails to tell us why the birds are where they are.
(Please don’t take this as a criticism - I am very encouraged by the current discussion of the
reasons for Black-tailed Godwits being where they are, and I realise that we are very unlikely
ever to be able to give a full explanation of bird movements - the factors involved are very
complex and we have no way of ascertaining most of the relevant facts). +++
One current discussion concerns Fieldfares and Redwings - in particular the apparent absence of
large flocks of Redwings. Today’s news is of some 500 Fieldfare moving around in fields
between Alton and Selborne, and another flock of 265 birds in the fields by Long Road at
Soberton (seen by John Shillitoe who also saw the Hoe Cross Balck Redstart still in situ), but
the only report of any substantial number of Redwings comes from Richard Ford who had 100
Redwing at Bordon on Jan 30. This lack of Redwing is not restricted to Hampshire - recently
Andrew Howard at Petworth remarked that Fieldfare outnumbered Redwing there by 5 to 1.
The presence of sheep may well be a factor that attracts Fieldfare - a report from the Isle of
Wight mentioned that a small flock of Fieldfare were in a sheep field, the fields at Long Road,
Soberton, are normally grazed by lots of sheep, and the fields around Alton are also said to
have sheep (though the comment from there seems to be that the sheep may have driven off
the Fieldfare!) Redwing are often found on open fields but they seem to prefer to search for
food under fallen leaves in woodland (the Bordon birds were in woodland). +++
Today some 30 Redwing were seen for the first time this winter to my knowledge, in the pony
fields north of Wade Court (where there is usually a flock in late winter), and last Friday I saw
my first flock of 15 Fieldfare in this coastal strip (though others have seen flocks at Nutbourne
and Stansted in mid-January). The birds I saw were flying north west over Langstone Harbour,
maybe having only just crossed the channel, and the reasons for our shortage of of Redwings
may well be that, as all the winter thrushes gradually begin to move northwards, Redwing are
still finding good feeding in France and are thus delaying their journey. +++
Two asides on birds feeding may be of interest. While watching the Redwings at Wade Court
today I also noticed an Egret nearby which was walking very closely behind a moving horse my impression was that the Egret was waiting for a pile of droppings to emerge from the back of
the horse to give it a hot meal. In the nearby Lymbourne stream I watched a Grey Wagtail with
some sort of grub in its bill, then saw it do what a Kingfisher does with a wriggling fish - slap it

hard on a piece of wood several times until it stopped wriggling, whereupon the Wagtail
swallowed it. +++
In my own garden today I had a wintering Chiffchaff seeking food - I have never heard of these
coming to any of the varied bird-feeders in our gardens and they survive on minute insect food
which they seek out for themselves.
Richard Hallett went to Pagham Harbour today and found 28 Avocet on parade in the Ferry Pool
giving good close views - Richard remarks that this was at high tide so maybe the Avocet are
using the pool as their regular high tide roost at present (this is the third recent report of Avocet
in the Ferry Pool, but the first to give a reason). I think the birds probably still feed along the
edges of the main channel when the tide falls. Yesterday another unnamed visitor to Pagham
found only 9 Avocet but did see a Red-throated Diver, three Spotted Redshank, a Guillemot
and the wintering Whimbrel, while on Saturday (Feb 1) the redhead Smew was still at the
lagoon and two Pale-bellied Brent in the harbour with 80 Black-tailed Godwit and 400 Golden
Plover.
A very interesting insight into the feeding habits of shore birds comes today from Trevor
Carpenter at Fareham where he is very familiar with the narrow top section of Fareham Creek
which passes close to the busy A32 road and much other human activity (including at times bait
diggers). He says that Dunlin are never seen feeding there in the daytime, but that he has on
several occasions seen them feeding there after dark (visible in the light of the street lamps),
and points out that our knowledge of which mudflats are important feeding grounds for birds
may have significant gaps if we do not record the nightlife of the birds.
I am all in favour of getting a better understanding of what habitat is important to the birds, but with
a Portsmouth Harbour WeBS High Tide count in my diary for last Saturday, a Chichester
Harbour Mid Tide count for next Saturday, and a Portsmouth Low Tide count for the Sunday, I
think I will decline offers of midnight counts even if infra-red optics are provided! +++
Incidentally, I hear that the counting of the peck rate of waders in a grid of 25 metre squares
located at the mouth of various streams may soon be starting at the mouth of the Hermitage
Stream at Broadmarsh. I thought this was to have started last autumn but I gather that the
markers for the grid squares are only now being placed on the mud near the Broadmarsh
slipway. I wonder what the birds will make of the markers - there is probably a similar study site
at the mouth of the River Test and that may (very unlikely!) be the reason why Davd Thelwell
found a group of 19 Shelduck way upstream today at Kings Somborne.
Finally for today I see that Martin Pitt has come up with a couple of tentative answers to the origin
of the Hayling Island Quail (seen at the Oysterbeds last Saturday). From his own experience in
the Middle East he tells us that Quail start moving north earlier than most of our summer
migrants (though that does not mean that they arrive here early), and from an internet
discussion of Quail last year he drew the conclusion that .. ‘Quail is farmed in southern England
for meat and eggs and the species is the Japanese quail and these do escape!’ Unfortunately
no one has yet come up with a description of the calls of Japanese Quail (which look very like
the Common Quail - unlike the more easily recognized California Quail and the even smaller
Small Button-Quail)
Other news arriving too late for my Sunday ‘bulletin’ (a document which goes to the Havant
Wildlife Group for their Monday meeting and does not update the website) includes a report
from John Clark of the great mass of wildfowl and waders that he found in the Avon Valley
yesterday (Feb 2). Summing his counts from various viewpoints (excluding the Blashford
Lakes) and picking out some of the figures we have the following impressive list ... 120+
Cormorant roosting south of Ringwood, 191 Mute Swan and 24 Bewick’s, 6182 Wigeon, 4985
Teal, 2349 Pintail, 524 Shoveler, 300 Gadwall, 2750 Black-tailed Godwit and 1055 Lapwing. 1
Ruff and 1 Greenshank (apparently a first for the Avon Valley) were seen but only 3 Redshank
and 15 Canada Geese. In a separate contribution John reflects on some of the changes he
has seen in the bird population of the valley since he began his regular visits there in 1976. In
the early years there were no Godwits ( they first appeared in April 1980, presumably then on
passage), and a count of 200 Pintail was thought very high in the 77/78 winter. 700 Dunlin
were seen at Sopley in Feb 79 but during the 1980s counts of Dunlin, Pintail and Godwits were
low until a flock of 540 Godwits were at the Avon Causeway in Mar 1990. The first ‘winter

feeding’ flock of just over 300 Godwits did not appear until Dec 92/Jan 93. For the rest of the
1990s winters were dry and few birds were seen. The winter of 1999/2000 brought 325
Godwits and 540 Pintail, and the 2000/2001 winter was the wettest in living memory (floods
from Nov to March) and figures shot up to 2680 Godwits and 1400 Pintail. The current wet
winter has produced new ‘all Hampshire’ peak counts (see above) of Pintail, Teal, Godwits and
probably Shoveler, with the Godwits seemingly preferring the Avon Valley to Titchfield Haven,
Keyhaven and Poole Harbour (in all of which counts have been exceptionally low though I see
in the latest official news from Titchfield Haven that they had 700+ Black-tailed Godwit on Jan
20 -maybe these were birds using the Haven as a staging post on a journey from an unknown
origin towards the Avon?)
Ken Hearne has had a wintering Lesser Whitethroat in his Worthing garden since Nov 17 and he
tells us it was still there yesterday, and in and around David Parker’s garden at Forestside on
the northern edge of Stansted Forest there were 50 Goldfinch, 2 Siskin and 3 Bullfinch despite
several visits from a Sparrowhawk. The Bullfinch were also there on Saturday (Feb 1) with 5
Redwing, 10 Siskin (and 25 Crossbill in the conifers of the forest edge). +++
David Parker also tells me that he was told by a friend in Forestside that a Hen Harrier had been
seen on Jan 30 over Warren Down, just west of Forestide Church on the fringe of Stansted
Forest
Further WeBS count details for Feb 1 are now on the SOS news page (from Ewan Urquhart at
West Wittering) but before reporting his finds I must apologize to Brian Fellows for omitting
what may have been his most important count in the south east Hayling sector - 114 Knot
roosting on ‘Seagull Island’ west of Black Point where he also had very close to 1000 Dunlin.
Another 6 Knot were elsewhere in his count area. +++
Ewan had only 1 Knot in his sector on the other side of the Chichester Harbour entrance to Brian
but he did have 2500 Dunlin on East Head with the expected Little Stint (only four seen this
time though there were still five on Jan 16). In the Snow Hill area there were (in addition to 51
Redshank) 1 Spotted Redshank, 1 Greenshank, 11 Black-tailed Godwit and 36 Snipe plus 480
Teal, 47 Wigeon, 52 Mallard and 15 Shelduck. 2 Water Rails were heard (1 seen openly) in a
ditch near Snow Hill and on the big grass carparks for the West Wittering beach 1000 Brent and
125 more Wigeon were present with 2 Ruff (male and female for size comparison), 59
Oystercatcher, 48 Lapwing, 28 Ringed Plover and 670 Golden Plover - these latter presumably
in addition to the 400 in Pagham Harbour.
Finally for today I have just found that the Titchfield Haven ‘recent sightings’ web page has been
updated, telling me that the male Marsh Harrier was still present on Feb 1 with 2 Bittern and 3
Greylag Geese, while 1 Firecrest, 1 Kingfisher and 30+ Fieldfare were seen near the Canal
Path +++
A full count of wildfowl within the reserve on Jan 24 included 638 Wigeon, 289 Teal, 254 Mallard,
111 Pochard, 68 Shoveler nad 6 Pintail (with 70 Eider offshore). Other counts were of 335
Canada Geese, 13 Mute Swans, 1 Bittern, 1 Water Pipit, 3 Chiffchaff, 7 Bearded Tits and 10
Goldcrest. +++
On Jan 20 flooding seems to have brought in 700 Black-tailed Godwit. On Jan 18 the evening
Cormorant roost had 28 birds and off Brownwich the winter flock of Great Crested Grebe
(which no one else seems to have seen this winter) totalled 45 birds, and on Jan 11 the regular
evening feed hand-out for wildfowl brought at peak count of 120 Pochard with 264 Mallard and
a few others including a male Mandarin.
PLANTS

SUN 09 FEB
One aspect of identifying Bittercress which may have confronted Brian Fellows (see notes below
for Feb 6) came to my attention today when walking in the Denvilles area of Havant. Here a
mass of minute plants of Bittercress were growing in pavement cracks and putting up a few tiny
flowers to which it would be difficult to apply the tests I was suggesting (other than that the
plants were in a normally dry situation and hence most likely to be Hairy Bittercress). They
were so small that I needed a close look to re-assure myself that they were not the Common
Whitlowgrass that will be found very soon now (I found plenty of leaf rosettes of that plant

recently on Hayling at Sinah Lake, but no flowers).
THU 06 FEB
Today Brian Fellows found Bittercress flowering on a wall in Emsworth but was uncertain as to
whether it was Hairy or Wavy Bittercress, an uncertainty I have often shared! While I have no
certain way of separating the two at a casual glance I do apply three tests which help to settle
the matter. First, if the plant is in a ‘dry’ situation (as on this wall) I assume it is Hairy, whereas
if the plant is growing in damp woodland it is more likely to be Wavy. Second, if the plant has
seed pods and they overtop the top flowers then the plant is Hairy - if they do not overtop the
flowers it is Wavy. Third, if most flowers have six stamens it will be Wavy - flowers on Hairy
Bittercress have four or five stamens.
Do not try to separate the plants on the basis of either hairiness or the wavy-ness of the stems.
Interestingly my old Clapham, Tutin and Warburg Excursion Flora names what we now call
Wavy Bittercress as ‘Wood Bittercress’ and it is in wet woodland rides that I usually find it - that
book also refers to the criterion of whether the fruits overtop the flowers but refers to ‘young
fruits’ and ‘young flowers’.
OTHER WILDLIFE

THU 06 FEB
Today the Emsworth Brook Meadow Conservation Group were having a workday and, to quote
Brian Fellows .. ‘During workday clearance work we disturbed two tiny Shrews, which scuttled
around the area, trying to hide. I am not familiar with Shrews, but their very small size and
bulbous head and short, narrow snout suggests they were Pygmy Shrews. The fact that there
were two animals together in the same area also suggests they were Pygmy Shrews, since
Common Shrews cannot tolerate each other in the same territory, except briefly during
breeding.’
MON 03 FEB
Brian Fellows’ Brook Meadow newsletter for the past week includes a mention of several small
Brown Trout eagerly taking bread crumbs from someone dropping them into the River Ems
from the south Bridge at the Brook Meadow site. I doubt they rely on our feeding them in the
same way that birds do in hard weather but no doubt a few breadcrumbs add variety to a diet
that normally consists of insects and small fish.
BIRDS
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SUN 02 FEB
Although captive Black Swans have bred for many years on the South Devon coast at Dawlish
(where the local council maintain a large flock as a major tourist attraction) very few succeeded
in breeding as feral birds until the last year or so. According to the new Sussex bird report (for
2001) a pair of Black Swans were seen on the River Arun at Amberley in Jan 2001 and a pair
with 4 or 5 cygnets were in the same area in late April and that seems to be the first breeding in
Sussex which might be regarded as ‘proven’ (though in 2000 a pair with a full grown cygnet
were at Arlington Reservoir, not far north west of Beachy Head, from mid August - but they
could have flown in after breeding elsewhere). This winter it seems that at least two pairs have
bred in Sussex (a downy cygnet was with 4 adults on Benbow Pond, Cowdray Park, near
Midhurst on Dec 11, and on New Year’s Day there were two well grown downy cygnets out of
the nest at West Ashling Pond near Funtington in the Chichester area, and there is every
possibility that these were not the only ones).
The pair at Amberley in 2001 may be the birds which are now sitting on a nest within the Arundel
WWT reserve - in which case they may have been the result of ‘captive’ rather than ‘feral’
breeding. Brian Fellows saw them sitting there today, and during his visit he heard Chaffinch
song and saw a Water Rail.
This morning Mistle Thrush song could be heard from my garden for the second time this year,
and when I later drove to Hayling Island with the tide high I found a good 400 Brent grazing on
the field between North Common and the main part of Northney village (H65 for survey

purposes), then saw well over 500 on the H49H field on the east side of West Lane southern
end. No wonder the harbour shores and water are now bereft of Brent, making it look as if they
have already left us!
SAT 01 FEB
This evening Alistair Martin rang me to say that he had just been watching a Barn Owl hunting at
around 5pm over the Hayling Oysterbeds ‘brick field’ (east side of the north end of the coastal
path). Last winter a Barn Owl was a regular sight in this area around this time of year, so I hope
it continues to show this time.
Earlier in the day Brian Fellows made his south east Hayling shore WeBS count, the high spot
being a sighting of a Water Rail on the banks of the Fishery Lane campsite lake. Waders
included 122 Knot, 930 Dunlin and 72 Redshank while Sanderling were represented by 1 bird
and Bar-tailed Godwit by just 5. 516 Brent was a reasonable count and there were 78
Shelduck on the water with 144 Teal and 28 Wigeon.
I was also out WeBS counting on the IBM Lake at Portsmouth, where I had the rare surprise of
seeing some waders - just 5 Curlew had landed on the grass. Another pleasant surprise was to
find the Canada Geese down to only 10 birds, but there were no Swans to be seen - they
should be back soon if they intend to claim their nest site. 37 Tufted Duck, 17 Pochard, and 13
Teal were present but the majority of birds were Moorhen (at least 42) and Coot (67) with 45
Mallard. No sign of the Kestrels that may nest on the buildings, and no Chiffchaff, Reed
Bunting or Cetti’s Warbler. A bonus was the presence of a pair of Shoveler.
Jason Crook was also WeBS counting at Farlington Marshes and his reward was a brand new
Brant to make two ‘good’birds in Langstone Harbour (plus a very dubious one). Jason says the
new bird is the best specimen yet, with an outstandingly broad neck collar. Other birds on
Jason’s list were 12 Black-necked and 1 Slavonian Grebe plus 4 Scaup in the harbour (two in
Broom Channel and 2 east of the Marshes). Two Avocet were in the main lake, one Water Pipit
flew over the reserve building area, and a Merlin was perched out on the islands. Will
Walmsley adds one Pale-bellied Brent seen in the Chalkdock area.
An unusual account of a Sparrowhawk seen hovering today over Bransbury Common come from
Stephen Harvey - he has never seen one hovering before but maybe it has picked up the habit
from the Barn Owls that frequent the area.
Bill Marjeram also called at Old Winchester Hill today and noted a covey of 15 Grey Partridge,
which reminds me that on the SOS website there is a report of 16 Grey Partridge seen in the
Faygate area near Crawley on Jan 18. James Havers, who saw them, expressed surprise as
he had never found Grey Partridge in that area before and he asks ‘where did they come from?’
I cannot answer that question directly but I do know that David Uren invested in the purchase
of 50 Grey Partridge about 18 months ago, releasing them on Idsworth Farm near Rowlands
Castle not for shooting but in the hope that they might settle and add to the wildlife on his farm
(in which he has had some success). If one person can do this maybe there are other well
intentioned landowners in the Crawley area?
FRI 31 JAN
John Eyre and John Collman had a surprise when visiting the Hayling Oysterbeds today when
they almost trod on a Quail which uttered a brief alarm call, flew low away from them and
disappeared into a bramble patch. Although the bird was in sight for only a couple of seconds
both Johns saw enough to convince them that the bird was a Quail (including the alarm call
which neither of them had heard before). They do not comment on its origin though they seem
to assume it was a wild bird that was wintering here, and while I have no evidence either way I
think there must be a possibility that it was an escape. I’ve no idea as to where the Quail’s eggs
that we see in supermarkets come from, but if there are Ostrich Farms in southern England I
would not rule out the possibility of there being some local Quail ‘battery farms’, and I do know

that quail are kept in butterfly houses to eat spiders and other insects that might otherwise
attack the butterflies. Maybe they are also kept as pets? +++
In support of the wintering migrant theory I have two observations from 1999 which make this
more likely. In March of that year Theo Roberts heard the ‘wet my lips’ call from a bird in the
Hoe Cross area near Hambledon on March 20, and on Oct 31 of that year a Quail was seen at
Rye in East Sussex. Birds of Hampshire tells us that the first birds are normally not detected
until May and they cease to call by the end of August, but with a bird that is normally only
detected by call that does not tell us when they arrive in or depart from this country, and the
book does say that the species was .. ‘formerly recorded occasionally in winter’. +++
John Eyre gives the location of his sighting as northern part of the track going around the
landward side of the pools, and I think he indicates the point where it turns the south west
corner of the rough grass field to the north of the permanent lagoon in which the Little Tern
island is situated. At any rate the bird flew from rough grass on the seaward side of the track for
about 20 metres along the track before landing on the landward side and disappearing into
cover.
I had a close look at the Langstone South Moors shore at high tide this morning but failed to see
the Twite, but I can assure people that they were still there, seen by Jason Crook and Richard
Hallett (Jason saw them fly onto the Moors, and Richard later found them at the mouth of the
stream). Both Richard and I saw the Kingfisher between Mill Lans and the mouth of the stream
(if you don’t see it elsewhere it’s always worth going out onto the bridge into the field south of
the Mill Lane footpath and looking up and down the stream from there), and I had a lovely view
of a male Sparrowhawk in its full spring colours, plus a Snipe in the north end of the ‘orchid
meadow’ immediately south of the Autoliv factory. Four Gadwall were among the Wigeon at
the mouth of the stream
The Budds Farm pools had a raft of 28 Pochard with plenty of Teal and a few Shoveler plus the
two Swans that are presumably already guarding their nest site here. An unusual sight here
was of 15 Fieldfare heading north west overhead. Walking up the Brockhampton stream with
Jason he saw a Common Sandpiper fly downstream, and at the Broadmarsh Playing fields site
he counted 183 Brent grazing on the rough grass with one genuine Brant and one or two
Pale-bellied Brent among them (later 17 of these Brent flew further inland to feed on the
deserted pony field crossed by the Wayfarer’s Way path south of the Bedhampton Water
Works, where I have not seen any Brent earlier this winter). In the waterworks land, near the
sluice carrying excess spring water into the Hermitage Stream, 8 Linnets were perched in a
tree top singing their hearts out (these were probably part of a larger group that had earlier
been at the Playing fields witht the Brent).
Continuing homeward along Solent Road I heard my first Goldcrest song of the year, and in my
own road a Greenfinch was in full song from its butterfly like figure of eight song flight over its
claimed nest territory.
In Emsworth today Brian Fellows had a male Blackcap feeding more or less continuously on
chopped peanuts on the ground in his garden, while in Cowplain a couple of Siskin were not so
lucky in Mike Bending’s garden - they failed to get a drink from his frozen garden pond. +++
Over at Nutbourne Brian enjoyed a visit to the mouth of the Ham Brook, finding the male
Stonechat still showing with at least a dozen Snipe and 8 Meadow Pipits.
More news from West Sussex comes from Graham Roberts who, on Jan 28, enjoyed the sight of
21 Avocet roosting in the Sidlesham Ferry Pool at Pagham Harbour.
WED 29 JAN
Still with lost falconer’s birds Mike Collins today tells me that the raptor which he saw at Marlpit
Lane near Funtington last Saturday (see notes for Jan 25) could well be a Harris Hawk, raising
the very real possibility that it has been happily surviving there since last May (and that the
Saker at Cheesefoot Head could remain on the loose for a long time, as did one that plundered
the RSPB Islands and Farlington Marshes for more than a year in 1998 and 1999)

TUE 28 JAN
I think the Beechmast crop was very poor last summer, so few Bramblings have come to
Hampshire this winter. The small group at Blackwater Arboretum in the New Forest are the
only ones that I recall hearing of in any number - a count of 15+ on Dec 24 - though there have
been odd ones seen throughout the county from Titchfield Haven to Ashley Warren. The
paucity of these birds was summed up by a total of only six found during the search of the
whole New Forest for Shrikes on Dec 18. Today Steve Mansfield had a nice surprise when
driving through the Aldershot area and coming on a flock of 150+ Chaffinch and 10+ Brambling
(there could have been many more had Steve got the time to stop and look). +++
In Pagham Harbour 24 Avocet were seen swimming in convoy across the water while a Peregrine
flew over carrrying prey. Also in the harbour were a Razorbill and several dozen Knot plus the
regular Glaucous Gull and Spotted Redshank. Outside the harbour there was one Purple
Sandpiper with some Turnstone on the beach, and way to the east 140 White-front Geese were
counted at Rye Harbour with 2 Tundra Bean Geese. +++
Still with Sussex news, but for yesterday (Jan 27), I see that a flock of around 20 Corn Buntings
and 20 Yellowhammer were on barley stubble just inland from Seaford (on the outskirts of the
town), and at the Chichester gravel pit lakes Lawrence Holloway heard full song from a
Chaffinch and saw 40 Gadwall with 80 Tufted Duck, 30 Shoveler and 20 Pochard on the SOS
Nature Reserve (New Lake).
At Barcombe Reservoir, just north of Lewes, Sunday (Jan 26) brought a sighting of 59 Barnacle
Geese, making me wonder where they came from, but a glance at the new Sussex Bird Report
for 2001 (which has just reached me) refers to a resident flock of feral birds there which peaked
at 74 birds in Sept 2001 - it also mentions a feral flock of up to 45 birds at the Arundel WWT
reserve. Also at Barcombe on Sunday two redhead Goosander came in to roost and a female
Goldeneye was also on the water.
Recent news from Hampshire shows the mating season is already under way. On Sunday (Jan
26) Keith Betton was watching the Langstone Harbour entrance from the Hayling Ferry Inn
when a pair of Merganser decided to mate - too far out for Keith to become involved but he
does add .. ‘I had a Shag in the harbour’. On Jan 23 Phil Lord watched a pair of Goldeneye
mating off Normandy on the Lymington marshes, and Paul Winter tells us that on Jan 17 a
birder called Dave watched a pair of Ravens mating on one of the electricity pylons at the
Lower Test Marshes, while on Jan 22 Lawrence Holloway saw a Robin carrying nest material in
his Bognor garden.
MON 27 JAN
Another Chaffinch was practising its song near Brownwich Pond when Richard Carpenter was
there today - he also heard several Skylark in full song..
Hoslist has recently carried a good many messages discussing, in relation to the Black Kite at
Cheesefoot Head and a gull at Longparish, the minute details of colour shades, body shapes,
plumage wear and tear, location and behaviour, etc which are necessary for proper
identification. I welcome this discussion for two reasons - firstly because we can all learn from
hearing what the experts have to say (all too often experts are reluctant to make positive
statements for fear of saying something that they feel will reveal that they too are not
omniscient and can make mistakes!), and secondly because it makes us realise how much
most of us miss by not looking hard enough at the detail of what we ‘see’ (this is my reason for
‘listing’ - noting all the common species we see requires us to question the identity of every gull,
or what have you, and that goes a long way to picking out the ‘odd man out’ which would
otherwise be overlooked). Part of this process of identifying the unusual requires us to keep an
open mind - once people cease to do this, come to a conclusion about the identity of an
individual bird and refuse to accept that they might be wrong, then the discussion turns from a
learning process to a punch up!

Brian Fellows saw at least 10 Black-necked Grebes (maybe eleven) from the Hayling Oysterbeds
today but there was no sign of the two Long-tailed duck. These two duck may well still be
present like the one that was in Langstone Harbour from Jan 9 to April 11 in 2001 and which
probably roosted at night in the Oysterbeds lagoon (it was certainly doing so for a period
around Feb 25) although it was most often seen off the Budds Farm outfall during the day.
Yesterday at least 16 Black-tailed Godwits, including one of Pete Potts ringed birds, where seen
by Anne de Potier back at Langstone in their favoured area near Langstone Mill - perhaps
getting a taste of salt and seafood to vary the earthworm diet offered by the wet grasslands on
which most have been feeding recently.
PLANTS

SUN 02 FEB
While at the Arundel WWT reserve today Brian Fellows found the first Goat Willow showing
golden ‘Pussy Paw’ catkins to mark another milestone on the road to spring. It will be some
time before the majority of the Goat Willows start to flower but this one reminds me of yet
another loss in our local area where trees have been rooted out from the Southmoor Lane
hedge. Among the Cherry Plum trees which would have been in blossom by now was a single
‘odd’ Goat Willow which could be relied on to open its flowers before the end of January
One delightful early show of flowers which have so far been spared cheered my morning when I
was on North Common, Hayling Island. Here in a south facing depression, shielded from
northerly winds by a thick belt of scrub, there is always a great show of Sweet Violets very early
in the year and they were showing very well today. +++
Later I was at Sinah Common on the grass by the lake where Common Whitlowgrass flourishes
each spring among moss growing on very thin soil - I found hundreds of leaf rosettes looking
fully grown but found not a single flower.
SAT 01 FEB
Young English Elms on the IBM North Harbour site at Portsmouth have now reached the age of
early death to which the great majority are condemned, but today just two had enough life left in
them to show the frenetic display of flowers that most plants show when they know this is their
very last chance to reproduce. Most of the tiny purple pimples covering their branches were
unopen but quite a few had ‘gone fuzzy’ showing their exposed anthers through my binoculars.
FRI 31 JAN
Near the Langbrook stream where it flows under the A27 in Havant today I found one Common
Alder on which the catkins had lengthened and turned from purple to yellow, and within the
fence of the railway line west of Bedhampton station (just east of the Mill Lane bridge at
Bedhampton) several plants of wild Primrose were flowering. +++
Also on this outing at Bedhampton I was able to tick Ivy as flowering - I know that it continues to
flower through the winter, and that now the plants can be found with flowers and fruit at all
stages of development, but the actual show of anthers on the flower heads must be very brief
as I see yellow flower heads among the dark berried older flower heads whenever I look, but
very rarely see the plants actually in flower with anthers showing - do they get blown off, or
eaten? or are the anthers ephmeral things that last for a single day?
TUE 28 JAN
The first Coltsfoot flowers were opening yesterday beside Ivy Lake at Chichester when Lawrence
Holloway was there - he says there was one clump of these plants within a hundred yards of
the carpark by which I assume he means the roadside layby at the northwest corner of Ivy
Lake.

MON 27 JAN
With the thermometer reading as high as it normally would in early summer I found a mass of
Chickweed had opened its tiny white flowers at various places here in Havant today.
While walking in the New Forest a mile or so south west of the Bolderwood Deer Sanctuary today
Giles Darvill was much impressed when confronted by a giant among Scots Pines - he credits
it with a standard girth meaurement of 13.5 feet (over 4 metres). He gives a grid reference of
SU 2207-45 on the northern edge of Backley Inclosure (though I think the tree is by itself on the
heath outside the wood. standing at the top of a gulley)
INSECTS

SUN 02 FEB
Today Mike Bending sent me a photo of an unusual Ladybird that has already emerged from
hibernation in his garden in the Cowplain area of Waterlooville. The insect is orange in colour
(neither red nor yellow!) and has 16 large white spots which I guess entitle it to be a 16 spot
Ladybird (for which Mike has found an equivalent Latin name- Halyzia sedecim-guttata) Mike
also found a reference to this being unique among Ladybirds in having a strictly vegetarian diet
- all the others suck the life-juices out of Aphids.
I have always found the identification of beetles difficult (so few of them are illustrated in my
meagre set of books) but I think that in this case the taxonomists have been at their usual task
of renaming the species with a totally unrecognisable new name. In Michael Chinery’s ‘Field
Guide to Insects of Britain’ (the book with lots of text and few plates) he says there is only one
vegetarian among the 45 Ladybird species found in Britain and he names it Subcoccinella
vigintiquatuor-punctata (24 spot) and he illustrates this as a small orange Ladybird with lots of
black spots. Mike Bending’s picture shows 16 large white spots, and looks just like Chinery’s
illustration (in his Collins Guide to Insects - the one with little text and nearly every species
illustrated) of a Calvia 14-punctata that has two spots less than the 16 spot. I give up .... but at
least I have learnt that there is a vegetarian among Ladybirds (Chinery says it is a pest of
Carnations in France, so Mike Bending could try feeding his specimen on prize Carnations .. )
TUE 28 JAN
Clive Hope was out in the West Sussex area yesterday and saw four different species of butterfly
thanks to the record high temperature of the air. At Storrington he he had Brimstone, Small
Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral, at Coates Common he had another Small Tortoiseshell, and at
Littlehampton saw a Peacock (which no one else has reported so far this year). As this news
was on the SOS website Clive was presumably looking for birds rather than butterflies and so I
am pleased to see he at least had a Common Sandpiper by the Arun near Littlehampton.
MON 27 JAN
Exceptionally high temperatures today brought out at least four more Brimstone butterflies to add
to the two seen on Saturday. Stephen Harvey had one in Chandlers Ford, Pete Irvine had one
at Milford (just south of Guildford in Surrey), both these being reported on the Hampshire
Butterfly Conservation website, and John Goodspeed told me of two on Portsdown (one in his
own garden today and one seen by Richard Jones - maybe that one was on Saturday) +++
Even more unusual was the appearance of a Small Tortoiseshell seen by Trevor Carpenter at
Titchfield Village today (it was in the carpark at the top end of the canal path) - Trevor also had
a Red Admiral in the Hook/Warsash area today.
Another unusual local sighting was made by Richard Carpenter in Saturday’s sunshine (Jan 25) a Queen Wasp flying around in his Hill Head garden near Titchfield Haven. This early
emergence was followed up by the discovery of a sleepy Queen Wasp in Paul Boswell’s moth
trap at Greywell near Fleet when he inspected it early this morning (so the wasp was on the
wing yesterday - Jan 26) +++

OTHER WILDLIFE

FRI 31 JAN
Although probably a very common occurrence at this time of year I was delighted when, standing
on the footbridge above the very busy A27 Havant bypass at Bedhampton, I spent a good five
minutes watching two foxes searching the rough grass along the east bank of the Hermitage
stream in the hope of mice or voles - despite the continuous noisy stream of traffic passing with
100 yards of them they showed no concern, and their healthy coats shone red in the bright
sunshine.
WED 29 JAN
Alan Thurbon this morning found frogspawn in his garden in the Drayton area of Portsmouth (on
the mainland east of Cosham)
MON 27 JAN
Last Saturday (Jan 25) Dave Crespin found a mass of Frogs writhing in a tiny pond in a Milford on
sea garden near Lymington although he could see no spawn, but on the following day (Jan 26)
Steve Boswell found masses of spawn in his Lyndhurst garden and today Tony Hale in the
Winchester area found the first spawn in his pond (in case you are worried about the weather
forecast I am assured that the jelly around the frog’s eggs enables them to survive frost!)
Returning to the news of a recent sudden spate of daytime Weasel sightings John Goodspeed
today told me that he had heard of yet another such sighting made by George Hedley, also in
Langstone Village but too far from the Old Farmhouse in Wade Lane for this to be the same
maverick animal!
BIRDS

WEEK 4 JAN 20 – 26 (Edited Version)

SUN 26 JAN
Today brought Siskins into two separate gardens (probably hundreds will have been reported for
the RSPB ‘garden birdwatch’ but I have only heard of two!). Locally John Shillitoe had 20
Siskin and a Firecrest in his garden at Hundred Acres, near Wickham in the Meon valley, and at
Fleet in north Hampshire Rob Edmunds enjoyed the first sight of a single bright male Siskin on
his peanut feeder.
At Arundel it seems that the two Ring-necked Duck have both left Swanbourne Lake where they
were first reported on Jan 24 (the same day on which one was reported on the private water of
Barcombe Reservoir, north of Lewes). Yesterday only one was still at Swanbourne. A visit to
Arundel will not be fruitless, though, as there are still 5 Mandarin and 6 Ruddy Duck on
Swanbourne Lake and both Water Rail and Firecrest may be seen in the Wildfowl Trust
reserve. The Great Grey Shrike by the river outside the reserve may have departed (not seen
today, but it was there yesterday at dusk).
My own birding today was at Paulsgrove Lake (Portchester Castle - Port Solent marina) for a Low
Tide Count. Nothing of great interest seen but I did notice that there were effectively no Brent
on the Port Solent Grass (a group of 16 birds did fly in but the majority were all on the mudflats).
Yesterday, sitting on the shore east of Langstone for an hour, I did not see a single Brent ...
Possibly worth a mention is that a Greenshank was in Chichester Harbour just off Nore Barn at
Emsworth this afternoon when I was in that area. My bird of the day was a Mistle Thrush heard
singing for the first time this year in a regular site from which it can be heard in my garden.
SAT 25 JAN
The first Chaffinch song of the year was reported yesterday (Jan 24) by Andrew Carter (I think in
the Fordingbridge area of Hampshire) and today another report of this welcome song came
from Cooden near Bexhill in Sussex (where the Snow Buntings are still present). Chiffchaff
have also started to sing today on the Isle of Wight at Brading (presumably around the sewage
works), and on Jan 23 at least four Marsh Tits were singing in Fairmile Woods by the A29 in
Sussex (although I cannot find these woods marked on my map I think they must be in SU 9909
where the A29 runs along Fairmile Bottom just north of Slindon). +++
At King’s Pond in Alton Coot were battling to defend territory and Moorhen were displaying (and
one of the first two Brimstone butterflies of the year was seen there by Steve Mansfield).

Here in Havant the local Wildlife Group met at Broadmarsh and walked to Budds Farm, seeing a
few Knot at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream, the Kingfisher on the Brockhampton stream,
and finding 22 Pochard and 10 Shoveler on Budds Farm Pools where one Chiffchaff was
calling but not singing.
I must apologise for missing an important item of local news from my last update - yesterday
Graham Osborne saw two Long-tailed Duck at Hayling Oysterbeds, and today at least one of
them was seen again +++
Another interesting item of local news for today comes from Mike Collins who writes .. ‘On my way
home from Goodwood today about midday I saw a buzzard size bird of prey fly across the road
into the old gravel works at Marlpit lane (just west of Funtington). I stopped and looked for it on
foot. I found it in a tree on the Nightingale (east) side of Marlpit lane..it then flew towards me
and across the lane. It had a white rump and chestnut coverts to the upperside of its wing
which had a pale crescent on each wing at the base of black primaries, the only bird I can find
to match in my limited bird info outside europe is an American ferruginous hawk, I am unsure
whether they are common amongst falconers but it is obviously an escapee, it was probably
the same bird I saw there last year but was unable to id.’
Mike’s sighting last year was on May 3, and on June 3 Alistair Martin saw what was very likely to
have been the same bird in the same place - Alistair rang the Sussex Falconry Centre to report
it and was told that the bird was a Harris Hawk and the owner was aware that it was there but
had failed to re-capture it as there are so many rabbits in that area that the bird was never
hungry enough to come to a lure! That bird has jesses which Mike does not mention but it
could have got rid of them in the intervening months.
Another possibility is that this is the bird which John Simons saw on Jan 5 this year in the
Finchdean area. John was pretty certain that was a Red-tailed Hawk and gave a full
description which included .. ‘Buzzard sized, possibly smaller, warm brown on back contrasting
with much darker primaries, tail on top was pale cinnamon coloured with thin dark terminal
band.’ Mike’s bird had a white rump so was unlikely to have been this one but in different light
John’s ‘pale cinnamon tail’ could possibly have been seen by Mike as white, though it sounds
unlikely.
My own news is that I had a very good view in this afternoon’s sunshine of the Little Owl that
resides in old trees just east of the Old Rectory in Pook Lane, south of the A27, at Warblington.
Many people have seen it in past years in a massive oak tree close to the tarmac road joining
Warblington Church Lane to the unmade ancient Pook Lane and I have looked there recently
without success. Today I felt sure the bird sould be showing in the afternoon sunshine and
looking from where the driveway into the Old Rectory leaves the public road I saw it in a
different tree (there are two together close to the road, and then this one on its own further from
the road half way across the field in which they all stand - the owl was facing me in a hole about
one third of the way up the tree at a point where the first substantial branches grow out from the
trunk.
My other news came from a passing birder on the shore at Pook Lane - he had just seen the Twite
on the South Moor (the other side of Langstone), so they are still there though he only saw two.
( I have since heard that all three Twite were at the mouth of the Langbrook stream today.) He
told me he came from Petersfield and when I asked him for news from there he told me that
there is a male Mandarin with two females on the big Heath Pond.
FRI 24 JAN
Coming back to more local birding news I myself had a surprise this morning when idly glancing
out of a window at the rooves of the houses across the road - for barely two seconds I could see
the silhouette of a bird flying just above the rooves with the grace and speed of a Spitfire
(though not quite the same shape). Although I could not see any colour nor hear any call the
bird was clearly a Ring-necked or Alexandrine Parakeet looking very fit and healthy - any
further sightings or news of an escape will be gratefully received! +++
Two other newcomers to the Sussex part of our area are more likely to be seen again - these are
a couple of female/immature Ring-necked Ducks that have appeared on Swanbourne Lake
close to the Wildfowl Trust reserve at Arundel (but the SOS website in announcing this sighting
adds that the birds are not from the reserve). It seems the birds arrived on Jan 22 and have

now stayed for three days. It should be possible to pick these birds out from any Tufted Duck
just on the head-shape (looking as if they had had a ‘short back and sides’ haircut that was not
finished. leaving a sort of ‘crest’ going from side to side across the back of the head, and they
should also have a whitish line going vertically down the flanks just in front of the closed wing
(as with ‘Green-winged Teal’). +++
In Hampshire a much more easily identified newcomer was a second male Marsh Harrier at
Titchfield Haven, seen from the Canal Path by Bob Marchant who also found 6 Water Pipits
even further north than usual, on fields east of Titchfield Village and north of Bridge Street (I
seem to remember that this was where a Cattle Egret was once seen long ago?). +++
Another visitor to the Titchfield area today was Mark Rolfe who saw the biggest flock of Eider so
far this winter offshore - he estimated 90 birds, almost doubling the numbers seen here
recently and lending more support to my view that significant spring passage is already under
way (the additional birds having come from wintering places further south or west). This view is
also supported by the appearance of Eider in new places - 8 off East Head in Chichester
Harbour today and 1 in Shoreham Harbour. +++
Traditionally February is the month when Siskin appear in our gardens as they also make their
way slowly northward, building up their strength with peanuts as they go. So far I have not
heard any new garden reports but a flock of up to 30 were seen and heard in Kiln Wood, just
south of Haywards Heath today, while yesterday a similar flock was seen in the Lindfield area
north of Haywards Heath, and on Jan 22 Lawrence Holloway came on a flock of 15 in West
Dean Woods.
THU 23 JAN
Among the Sussex news for today is a report of 2 Slavonian Grebe on Ivy Lake at Chichester,
another fairly unusual of these birds at an inland location. (The far inland bird at Ifield Mill,
Crawley, was not reported today but may well still be present, and the redhead Smew is still on
the Pagham lagoon). +++
WED 22 JAN
At least three people had good views of the Twite at Langstone South Moor today. John Shillitoe
probably had the best view as he was able to see pink on the rumps of two birds, making it
likely that two of the three are males and one is a female and I would go along with this from
what I saw of them at noon - one, which was consistently behaving differently from the other
two, allowed me a glimpse of the rump on which I could see no pink. John Gowen was the third
person to see them, and all three sightings were at the west end of the South Moor shore where
the shingle of the beach comes up to within a foot or so of the raised seawall path - I had my
views while sitting on the seawall and looking along it to where the birds were feeding in Sea
Beet plants and debris right at the foot of the wall, hiding all but their heads for most of the time.
+++
I was impressed by the dark streaking on the plumage of these birds which, with the yellow bills
(most obvious when they were holding their heads up to eat seeds and the sun seemed to
shine through the translucent yellow bill), and the yellow/buff tinge of the whole head and
breast (with no marking on the pure buff throat area). When they flew off (this time heading out
over the water towards the islands) the only sound I heard was a gentle twittering which I would
describe as Linnet sweetened by Goldfinch). +++
On Budds Farm pools both John Gowen and I noted a few more Shoveler (John counted 14) and
while I was there a Common Sandpiper flew over from the east, calling loudly and making it the
more likely that one of the three Sandpipers which Geoff Jones saw on Sunday (see notes for
Monday) flew from the Hermitage to the Langbrook Stream reducing the total in the area back
to two birds which have been seen together. I did not count the many Teal around the pools but
a message from Kevin Stouse suggests that during the recent freeze, when the Teal deserted
the Wade Court ‘wet meadow’, they merely moved to Budds Farm and did not depart from the
area. This view is strongly supported by John Gowen who today found more than 100 Teal
back at Wade Court
My feeling that many winter visitor birds (both wildfowl and passerines) have already begun their
spring passage (or are at least showing pre-passage restlessness) is supported today by the
appearance of 22 Tufted Duck on Brownwich Pond (seen by Richard Carpenter today) and 55

Great Crested Grebe offshore there (seen by Trevor Carpenter). Trevor also had a flock of 44
Eider off Hill Head today (other isolated birds made a total of 50 Eider) but these may be birds
that have been moving about in the Solent all winter (a sighting of 30 Eider flying from Cowes to
Lymington slightly later this afternoon may have been part of this flock or in addition to it). +++
Last Thursday (Jan 16) we had the first report of Skylark in full song from Cheesefoot Head, and
today on the Isle of Wight Derek Hale heard two singing strongly over the Medina estuary at
Dodnor - the song may or may not have been provoked, in defence of local territories, by the
passage of ‘foreign’ Skylarks, but it is further evidence that birds are coming out of winter
mode, as is news from John Simons (in the Idsworth area north of Rowlands Castle) that the
flock of 50 Lapwing that had been on the damp fields around the Lavant Stream appear to have
left the area. (Incidentally John tells me that a neighbour of his who is a classical scholar, told
him that the word Lavant is derived from latin words meaning ‘spring bathing’ which seems very
appropriate though while I can see that bathing is involved I’m not sure what part of the word
implies ‘spring time’). Still present in the Idsworth area were 50 Redwing, 6 Fieldfare and a few
Song Thrushes, but the Blackbirds are now fewer in number. Unlikely to move from that area
were 4 Buzzards, a Sparrowhawk and a Kestrel.
Two items of local news that I picked up at this evening’s HWT meeting concern Waxwings and
Blackcaps. Mike Bettesworth had the most exciting news - a sighting of two more Waxwing
seen together in the Old Bedhampton area of Havant last Sunday (Jan 19). They were seen
near Bedhampton Bowls club which is sited in the north west corner of Bidbury Mead, just
south of Bedhampton Road opposite its junction with Hulbert Road, and I suppose there is a
chance that they are still somewhere in that area which includes a new housing development
that could have a lot of berried shrubs. +++
The other piece of news was an addition to the very varied diet of wintering Blackcaps - Helen
Gutteridge watched one apparently enjoying rock-hard sugar icing off the remnants of a
Christmas cake, and this is an appropriate point at which to mention something I saw at midday
on Jan 23 as I was writing these notes. I had just dumped a tiny remnant of sticky rice pudding
on the bird table when I saw the cat from next door on the table and apparently eating this scrap
(perhaps he smelt the milk?). The cat did not finish it, but jumped down and went away,
whereupon a male Blackcap appeared on the table and also tucked in.
TUE 21 JAN
Brian Fellows was back at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth today, and so were the feral geese (11
Barnacles, 1 Snow Goose and 1 Bar-head hybrid) that have returned from wintering at
Titchfield Haven. Past experience indicates that they may not settle down at Baffins
immediately (there could be a bit of ‘toing and froing’) but they certainly are thinking that winter
is nearly over. The presence of 84 Tufted Duck at Baffins (only two under the highest ever
count of Tufties here) is another indication of movement, though why 14 Cormorant were
present is a different question. I remember several years ago John Clark urged us to locate the
seemingly missing night roost used by the many Cormorant present in the east Solent harbours
but I remain unaware of where the Cormorant of Portsmouth and Langstone harbour spend
their winter nights. Birds of Hampshire mentions that in 1958 there was a night roost of 120
birds on what it describes as the Spithead defence boom, and says that all the birds in
Langstone harbour would fly out there each night, but I suspect that nowadays most of them
remain in the harbour, probably roosting on various structures in the south of the harbour. One
tiny piece of info that I picked up this winter was that 14 Cormorant came to roost in Titchfield
Haven on the night of Nov 15, and I think that had increased to 23 on Dec 16, but there must be
a much more substantial roost site elsewhere. Brian Fellows is now wondering if some birds
spend the night at Baffins Pond, but if they do their white droppings should mark the spot very
clearly!
In the Langstone area today Alistair Martin was successful in seeing the Twite (and one Common
Sandpiper on the Langbrook stream). While at the South Moor a Peregrine flew over, and as
he was returning home down West Lane on Hayling a Peregrine flew up from a roadside field
at a spot where Alistair could stop and walk over to a pile of feather’s marking the remains of a
pigeon - he could also see the falcon perched in a tree nearby and tell from its streaked, not
barred, breast that it was a juvenile. When telling me this Alistair also said that last Sunday

(Jan 19) , late in the afternoon and also on Hayling, he saw two Goosander fly over his head to
land on Sinah Lake at its east end near the Golf Clubhouse, and in subsequent conversation
with Tim Lawman learnt that three Goosander (two of them males) had been night-roosting on
the lake recently. Tim also mentioned the presence of a male Scaup on the Oysterbeds but I
am not clear about the date and whether it may still be there. +++
Also in connection with Alistair’s recent sightings of a ‘very white but not albino’ Starling on
Hayling Island John Goodspeed tells me that he has heard that a similar white Starling was a
regular sight in a Southbourne garden (between Emsworth and Chichester) through the spring
and summer of last year (2002).
MON 20 JAN
My only local news of observations made today comes from Roger Webb who visited the
Southsea shore between the South Parade pier and the Castle, seeing both one Slav Grebe
and one Razorbill close in at high tide. Single Eider and Common Scoter were further offshore
but there was no sign of the recent Velvet Scoter, nor did Roger find any Purple Sandpiper (its
always worth having a look, even at high tide, as sometimes one of two roost close to the
promenade rather than flying off to the structure of the pier) +++
The Havant Tourist Information office often supplies me with local wildlife news and today I learnt
that Rooks had been seen back at their nests in the West Dean area over the weekend, making
any repairs necessary after the recent gales and guarding established nests against
newcomers and stick-thieves. At the same time small birds are becoming increasingly reliant
on garden feeders as natural food supplies become exhausted - Andrew Howard at Petworth
tells me the first Siskins came to his peanut feeders as early as Jan 12
Yesterday David Parker sampled the number of visits made to his Forestside (Rowlands Castle)
garden feeders (both sunflower seed and peanuts) over three non-consecutive five minute
periods during the afternoon - the highest count was 83 visits (by a variety of Great, Blue, Coal
and Marsh Tits), the lowest 32 and the average was around 50 (one bird visit every 6 seconds
on average). David had no Siskins but did have a male Bullfinch in the garden. +++
Another item of casual information came today from Barry Collins whom I met by chance in
Havant. With my current interest in Corn Buntings and knowing he had come on 19 of them on
Thorney Island on Dec 8 (after the first summer in which thye had not bred on the island) I
asked if there were still any there and was pleased to hear that he is still seeing ten or a dozen
birds.
Yet another sign of movement comes from our Havant area where Geoff Jones and friends came
yesterday to see the Ring-billed Gull and the Twite (both of which they saw). In addition to
these birds they also saw 3 Common Sandpiper, 1 at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream and 2
at the mouth of the Langbrook (though possibly the first bird flew across to the second site),
making me wonder if one or two of these have recently flown the channel on their way
northward. Geoff also saw a Brant on the South Moors shore where I have not heard of any
recent sightings other than Mike Collins sighting on Dec 1 of what he described as a Brent with
solid white flanks, so this may be a genuine Brant that has moved from elsewhere or Mike’s
dubious bird. The single Guillemot was still offshore here. +++
Last Monday (Jan 13) I wrote about ways in which farming practices can greatly enhance the
winter food supply for birds, and Andrew Carter told us that one way of leaving as much of the
previous crop on the surface when sowing a new crop was to spend a lot of money on a ‘direct
drill’ which planted the new seed without the need for ploughing or harrowing the field surface.
In yesterday’s Hoslist correspondence Glynne Evans comments on his experience on
individual Winter Farmland Bird Survey plots, showing that the best of generalised advice on
land management for birds can be of no benefit in particular cases (and that there is no
substitute for local knowledge when putting general advice into practice). Glynne says that one
field where the expensive direct drilling technique was used appeared to give no benefit to the
birds - the reason being that the Linnets and Finches were already happily feeding on barley
stubble in an adjacent field. In another case the birds were again avoiding the apparent
attractions of some fields and were crowding into a field of winter wheat that seemed to have

no food for them, but thinking back to the previous crop in that field (Broad Beans) Glynne
realised that the presence of the beans had probably supported a significant expansion in the
number of invertebrates in that field, and these creatures had - unlike grain leftovers buried by
ploughing before the wheat was sown, survived the ploughing and planting and were still
providing food for the birds.
PLANTS

SUN 26 JAN
While on the shore of Paulsgrove Lake close to Portchester Castle this morning for the
Portsmouth Harbour low tide count of birds I found several Cherry Plum trees with a few
inconspicuous white flowers open.
SAT 25 JAN
The first Dog’s Mercury plants which I have seen in flower this year were found by me today on
the banks of the ancient part of Pook Lane at Warblington where I found my first last year
FRI 24 JAN
Today I found something which I have been expecting to see for a week or so - the first pure white
flowers of the Cherry Plum blossom that is common in hedgerows around Havant (and
elsewere!). I had to use my binoculars to be sure that the flowers were open and showing their
anthers as the few flowers were at the tips of the branches of the tall trees which arch over
Wade Lane at Langstone where it nears the sea - before long this section will be a lengthy
bridal arch of white flowers glistening in the sun.
MON 20 JAN
Walking yesterday in the Woodmancote area on the north side of the A27 just east of Emsworth
Brian Fellows found a mass of Hazel trees glowing yellow with open catkins
INSECTS
SAT 25 JAN
Today’s sunshine brought out the first two Brimstone butterflies which I have heard of this year.
Both were in Hampshire - one seen by Steve Mansfield at the King’s Pond, Alton, and the other
by Paul Winter at the Lower Test Marshes (head of Southampton Water).
TUE 21 JAN
Here in Havant Kevin Stouse tells me that on Jan 15 a large bumblebee was seeking nectar from
Winter Jasmine and Primulas in his garden, and he is pretty sure it was a female Bombus
terrestris.
MON 20 JAN
In my previous entry I noted the appearance of the first butterfly of the year in Portchester, and
today I see via the Hampshire Butterfly Conservation website that Jon Stokes also saw a Red
Admiral in Portchester on the same day (Jan 16). In all probability they were different insects,
but that would leave me in doubt as to who had the ‘first of the year’ so I am going to suggest
they both saw the same insect and divide the prize between them!!
Another item on the BC website is a message from Dave Tolcher at Warsash, saying that he has
just realised that the ‘pest caterpillars’ that were destroying cultivated yellow verbascum plants
in his garden last summer, and which he eliminated, may have been caterpillars of the rare
Striped Lychnis moth. I suspect he is not alone in being confused about recognition of these
caterpillars as they have two close look-alikes in the less rare Mullein moth and the Water
Betony moth, but Dave also says that he thought the ‘pests’ might be sawfly larvae and there is
a simple test to distinguish sawfly larvae form those of moths and butterflies - just count the
pairs of stumpy sucker-like prolegs (ignoring the three thinner pairs of true legs at the front of
the body which will be retained by the adult insect) and if there are more than five pairs of
prolegs you are looking at a sawfly - butterflies and moths have five pairs or less (on ‘looper
type’ Geometer caterpillars the four pairs of prolegs in the centre of the body are minimal and
might be overlooked). +++
Distinguishing the Mullein and Water Betony moth caterpillars from the Striped Lychnis is not
easy (all three grow to the same 5cm length and have very similar colour patterns) but there are
some clues to help. Firstly it should be possible to eliminate the Mullein moth by the time of
year at which it is seen - they first appear in June and should be full grown by the beginning of

August when they pupate. Striped Lychnis caterpillars do not appear until July and are not full
grown until the end of August or September. Water Betony moth caterpillars are more likely to
be confused with Striped Lychnis as they too only reach full size in the late summer but they are
more likely to be feeding on Figwort and a close look will show a clear black band around each
of their ten or so ‘waists’ separating the body segments whereas the Striped Lychinis has white
waists. +++
One other distinguishing feature is that Striped Lychnis usually feed on Dark Mullein (the one with
the dark green, hairless leaves) while the Mullein moth is usually on the Greater Mullein (a
bigger plant, flowering earlier and having very hairy leaves that give a greyish green
appearance), but beware that all the species can interchange foodplants
OTHER WILDLIFE

THU 23 JAN
Yet another daytime Weasel sighting comes today from Richard Carpenter, who saw one while
walking on the Canal Path alongside Titchfield Haven. This sudden burst of sightings must
have some cause, and yesterday I took a stab in the dark as to what it might me - perhaps
someone out there has a more reasoned answer?
WED 22 JAN
Richard Carpenter today noted a Weasel hunting in the Hook Park area at Warsash, and this
evening Gill Knight told me that she had now seen a Weasel very active in her garden on two or
three occasions in the past few days, so I had a look at my ‘Book of Animals’ to see if there is
any reason for them to be more active than usual at this time of year. All I could come up with
was that they give birth to a first litter of babies in April or May, followed by a second optional
litter in July or August. This suggests a gestation period of two to three months and so I
suppose female Weasels could now be feeling a bit peckish as their babies start to develop, or
alternatively male are getting their strength up and seeking out females (normally Weasels
operate as solitary individuals roaming a territory of 10 to 20 acres (up to 8 hectares).
TUE 21 JAN
Walking down Mill Lane at Langstone today to see the Twite on the South Moor, Alistair Martin
had a close view of a pure albino (pink eye and all) Grey Squirrel in a garden on the north side
of the lane, about half way down it, and I subsequently heard from John Gowen that this unique
animal appeared in this area about a week ago.
MON 20 JAN
The first report for this year of Frogs returning to their breeding ponds comes from Tony Wilson in
Hove on the Sussex coast, but it may well be that they have arrived un-noticed in other ponds
BIRDS

WEEK 3 JAN 13 – 19 (Edited Version)

SUN 19 JAN
The three Twite showed for at least an hour on the shore near the mouth of the Langbrook stream
at Langstone South Moors again this afternoon, seen well by Mike Collins and others with the
single Guillemot still present just offshore near the old rail bridge. The Twite also showed well
yesterday at the eastern end of the South Moors seafront (SU 7104-08) where the path rises up
from the lower section passing the old IBM playing fields (at the southern end of the thick
Blackthorn Hedge separating the old playing fields - now unrecognisable as such - from the
rough unimproved grassland of the South Moors SSSI). Mike says .. ‘I had them feeding
around 15ft away from me totally unconcerned. They were so close I not only saw their small
yellow bills chomping on seeds, I also saw a male showing the exquisite pale pink on the rump.
This has to be one of my favourite scarce Hampshire visitors!’
Here in Emsworth Brian Fellows woke to a dawn chorus which included two Blackbirds along with
Robins, Dunnock and Blue Tits, and in Brook Meadow later in the morning Song Thrushes,
Wrens , Great and Blue Tits were also singing. Yesterday Brian also heard one Blackbird
singing in the morning following his ‘first of the year’ heard on Sunday afternoon - Jan 12. In

Havant I have three Song Thrushes that can be heard from my garden at almost any time of
day now, and I can add Collared Dove song to those heard by Brian (though the Woodpigeons
that were singing briefly each morning during the frost have not been heard since the weather
warmed up). +++
On Brian’s lawn two Robins were feeding amicably in close proximity, and in Brook Meadow a pair
of Song Thrushes were seen together.
SAT 18 JAN
** In last Thurday’s notes (Jan 16) I reported that a pair of Goosander had been seen on the Trout
Lakes at Chichester on Jan 15, and while this may have been a genuine sighting today’s
Sussex news tells me that there are now a pair of Merganser on the East Trout Lake.
Better news from West Sussex is a sighting of 35 Bewick’s Swans on the River Arun just south of
Houghton Bridge (they were seen from the minor road to North Stoke on the east side of the
river).
Following on David Thelwell’s sighting of 51 Pintail flying over the Romsey Fishlake Meadows
(see yesterday’s notes) I see that Mark Rolfe today saw 17 Pintail at Titchfield Haven (where 7
Pintail was I think the previous highest count this winter) - perhaps further evidence that these
duck are heading east back towards their breeding haunts. Mark also glimpsed a Bittern in
flight from the canal path and had very good views of the Marsh Harrier - at one point it was
seen perched on a bush in the reeds where it looked to be trying to snap off the end of a
branch, a more definite sign of it practising the arts that will be required of it if a female turns up
and needs help with nest building. Offshore the number of Eider was again up to around 40.
The Havant Wildlife group were in Stansted Forest (east of the road) this morning, hearing Coal
Tit song and seeing Marsh Tit in the Ladies Walk area, hearing a Bullfinch, and seeing a
Yellowhammer perched on the tip of a tree. Brian writes of hearing a Stock Dove ‘calling’ but as
far as I am aware the only noise made by these birds is what I would call ‘song’. They also had
good views of two Buzzards, one perched and one flying, and found a flock of 25 Fieldfare in
the East Park (but no Great Grey Shrike where one spent some time a few years ago)
Other local reports come from Alistair Martin who, when seeking the Twite on the South Moors
saw a Crow hurling vocal abuse at a Little Egret in the Tamarisk Pool. The Egret’s response
was to fluff out it’s feathers until it looked like a ‘snowball on stilts’, but it refused to give ground
to this ‘yob’ of a bird.
A couple of days ago (Jan 16) Alistair noted the regular Little Owl back on trees in the ‘Aston Villa’
shore fields adjacent to the Hayling Coastal Path south of the Oysterbeds and Stoke Bay (but
north of the West Lane fields). Further south, at the south end of those open fields before a
footpath leads inland from the coastal path to Denhill Close, he had a good view of the ‘white
Starling’ which is still resident hereabouts. Alistair says of it .. ‘Got good views this time, a
couple of dark feathers in the wings otherwise pure white, pink legs, pinky bill but a dark eye.’
FRI 17 JAN
Before moving on to today’s bird news I must pass on to anyone who is not yet aware of it that a
grand old man of ornithology in Britain, Chris Mead, died last Wednesday evening. He will be
sadly missed by a very wide circle - not only his friends and family, and his ex-colleagues at the
BTO, but by all who have benefited from his knowledge through his writing, which has recently
included the birds section of the Wildlife Reports in the British Wildlife magazine. It was from
that source that I picked up, in the December 2002 edition, the result of David Harper’s
research into the decline of the Corn Bunting (I wrote about this as recently as Christmas Eve
and it has only just rolled off the end of my website news). My thanks for passing on this news
go to Andrew Carter, who comments on an even more current article written by Chris Mead - a
piece on migration in the latest edition of the RSPB BIRDS magazine which has just come
through the post.

Last Monday I passed on news from Mike Collins of a ‘white’ crow he had seen at Black Point on
Hayling Island, and which I assumed was one of those, which are now relatively common, that
do not show any white until they take wing, when the white reveals itself as a ‘wing bar’. Luckily
Mike videoed this bird and has sent me a still picture of the Crow showing that it shows a lot of
‘white’ (in the picture it is closer to the grey of a Hoodie) distributed in blotchy patches all over
the closed wing and seemingly extending forward into the sides of the breast feathers. Clearly
not a case of ‘cellophanus’, and clearly an easily identifiable individual that we will no doubt
hear more of. Perhaps it will be joined by the strange ‘white winged Magpie’ which Andy
Horton has seen over the course of two winters in the Shoreham area .... I can see a new Black
and White Crows comic turn appearing on a TV near you before long.
Bob Chapman has today put out a bulletin of recent news from Farlington Marshes in which he
tells us that of the estimated 5000 Brent in Langstone Harbour he has had 3500 on the
marshes recently. He also says that you can still see the wintering Whimbrel off the Point at the
right state of the tide (but he does not reveal this trade secret). A Dartford Warbler may still be
seen in the Point field were (last Sunday, Jan 12) someone flushed a Woodcock. If you are
passing the reserve building look out for a single Water Pipit which is usually to be seen around
the water to the east of the building (and north of the track).
Here in Havant I was surprised to see no more than two Teal in the Langstone Mill Pond area
today - just one on the pond, one on the sea and none on the Wade Court wet meadow where
there have been well over 100. When the wet meadow froze recently the Teal naturally went
elsewhere and they seem not to have come back, but whether they are lurking elsewhere
locally or have already started moving back to their nest areas I cannot tell. One thing that
suggests they may have begun to move out of Hampshire is a report from David Thelwell at
Romsey who today saw 51 Pintail flying over the Fishlake Meadows at Romsey - presumably
heading east as he suggests they may have come from the Avon Valley, though he does not
state the direction of their flight.
THU 16 JAN
I see that in my last update I failed to pass on John Shillitoe’s news that the Marsh Harrier had
returned to Titchfield Haven on Wednesday (Jan 15) and was seen at one stage to be carrying
‘reeds’ (perhaps rehearsing the role of an adult male in nest building but equally likely
re-instating its own roosting platform now that water levels have fallen). Both Richard
Carpenter and Mike ‘Aolis’ also remark on the Harrier’s return - Mike saw it today put up
Wigeon, Black-tailed Godwits and Teal, and watched it ‘have a go’ at a crow that was
harrassing it. I am still intrigued as to where the Harrier got to during the period from Jan 6 to
14 for which there were no reports of it at the Haven, and a positive statement from Richard
Carpenter that it was not present during the cold snap. +++
The Harrier may have returned but another ‘special’ bird today departed for an unknown
destination today when a Sparrowhawk working the Hilsea Lines scared off the Waxwing which
was last seen flying north east high over the A27. It’s still worth a visit to the Hilsea Lines as the
Firecrest was still to be seen (and heard) in the area near the railway (not sure which side of the
railway but I guess the west side where there is a small bay of rough grass below the trees on
the ramparts.
In the Sussex news for today just one Corn Bunting gets a mention, being seen at Pulborough
Brooks where the count of Ruff is up to five, the male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker again visited
the feeders near the visitor centre, and 10 adult Bewick’s Swans took off at dawn from their
night roost area. +++
Much further down the River Arun, where the railway crosses it at Ford, Lawrence Holloway saw a
herd of around 100 Mute Swans - I assume these are regulars there but this is the first time I
have heard of their presence.

** Yesterday’s Sussex news (for Jan 15) includes sightings of a pair of Goosander on the East
Trout Lake at Chichester gravel pits (** see above – they could be Red-breasted Merganser)
(the last one on your right as you walk south past Ivy Lake), and of the redhead Smew in the
Pagham Lagoon, where it has been resident since Jan 11, with the regular Glaucous Gull seen
in Pagham Harbour.
WED 15 JAN
In yesterday’s news on the SOS website Andrew Grace told us that ‘Waxwings have arrived in
Eastern England and Holland in their hundreds - birds are now appearing in Kent in small
parties’, and a third report of these birds in Hampshire and West Sussex was confirmed today
when one turned up on the southern side of Portscreek at the east end of the Hilsea Lines and
was seen there by at least three people who reported their sightings on Hoslist (and no doubt a
dozen or more who did not) to add to the previous sightings at Shoreham and Eastleigh. The
bird seems to have been based just outside the Anchorage Park housing were a pathway
emerges from the housing estate and goes through a gate into the rough ground at the east
end of the Hilsea Lines - it was eating rose hips. A little further west, where the railway goes
through the high earth bank of the ‘defensive lines’ protecting Portsmouth against attacks from
the north, a Firecrest was seen by several people (and is more likely to stay around than is the
Waxwing).
Will Walmsley reports sightings of 2 Purple Sandpipers at Southsea Castle and 2 Med Gulls at
the nearby Canoe Lake. As the two gulls were first and second winter individuals this is no
return from the dead of the ringed bird (O2K) which spent several successive winters there,
and was last seen with an injured leg (if memory serves me without checking!)
In the north east of Langstone harbour across the water from Portsmouth John Gowen found the
three Twite still present and still mobile - he says he .. ‘found the three twite on the foreshore
some 30 yards east of the hedge which divides the South Moors. I saw them for a minute
before they were disturbed by a dog and flew east on to the field about ten yards in from the
fence. A minute later they flew up and joined with 4 greenfinches and flew as far the end of the
Langbrook stream where they dropped down. I was unable to find them again’.
It seems that Chris Cockburn, RSPB warden for Langstone Harbour reserve, has just put out his
annual press release about last summer’s breeding success on the islands which form the
reserve. Martin Gillingham saw this before 9am in the Portsmouth NEWS (maybe the online
version as our copy is not delivered until late afternoon though the paper long ago dropped the
‘EVENING’ word from its title) and it tells a very bleak story of almost total failure by the RSPB
to protect its birds, not from human activity, but from high tides, cold rain and foxes. My
simplistic interpretation of what Chris tells us is that more than 96% of the eggs laid by the gulls
and terns failed to turn into new birds. In more detail the facts as stated are that 2906 pairs of
Black-headed Gulls nesting on the islands only raised 345 chicks to the flying stage, 88 pairs of
Common Tern raised 7 young and just 14 pairs of Little Tern nested but produced no young at
all (on the islands - lots more attempted to nest at the Hayling Oysterbeds to which the colony
has more or less trnsferred its allegiance in the past two or three years). Sandwich Terns are
not mentioned - did none try to nest this year?
The three main reasons for this lack of success are flooding of the nests (either because some
bird stupidly nest below the expected high spring tide level or because the tides are higher than
usual), chilling of eggs and chicks by cold rain, and predation by foxes. Other subsidiary
reasons are predation of eggs by large gulls such as immature Herring and Blackbacks, and
predation of chicks by Kestrels and Peregrines - at least one can usually be found perched on
posts on the islands and they have only to hop down and walk across to a nest to take a chick
for lunch.
Little can be done to save the birds from the tide and weather, so the RSPB action plan seems to
be concentrated on getting rid of the foxes. In the past foxes have been deterred by an electric

fence around the main nest area but that failed when wind, rain and tide combined to bring
down the posts supporting the fence and to short out the electricity, so the new plan may be to
kill or at least catch and deport, foxes though as they can walk across to most parts of the
islands at low tide, and are quite prepared to swim over deep channels, this is not going to be
easy. One source tells me that protection of the Little Tern colony at Rye Harbour (against
foxes) is to turn the colony into the equivalent of a Prisoner of War camp surrounded by a wire
fence having high platforms (equipped with powerful spotlights and machine guns) watching
the perimeter day and night - foxes are pinpointed by the spotlights and gunned down before
they can put their paws up or wave a white flag. One other scheme for defending the chicks
against Kestrel predation is to litter the ground around the Kestrel nest site with dead day old
chickens - the Kestrels are quite happy to have their birds delivered to them and to leave the
tern chicks alone.
One other point to be made is that the gulls and terns do have their own ways of avoiding these
disasters - by moving home. Prior to 1978 no Black-headed Gulls nested on the Langstone
Harbour islands - instead they nested on Stakes Island in Chichester Harbour, and it is only in
1996 that they began to nest in Langstone Harbour in any numbers (549 pairs in 1996, 1415
pairs in 1997). Numbers of other species are equally variable - in particular the Little Terns
which were the primary reason for the RSPB buying the islands as a nature reserve have in the
past few years almost totally deserted the RSPB reserve for the Havant Borough Local Nature
Reserve at the Hayling Oysterbeds. In summary, however, I find little to choose between the
success rate achieved by human attempts to protect the birds from natural disaster, and what
the birds would achieve for themselves by moving to ‘safer’ nest sites - both lines of defence
seem to lead inexorably downwards (certainly as far as the Little Terns are concerned).
TUE 14 JAN
Bob Marchant was one of the Twite watchers on the Langstone South Moors today, seeing the
three birds at 10:15am. Not unexpectedly he also saw 1 Black-necked Grebe and 4 Goldeneye
on the water and a Rock Pipit on the shore, but in addition he scored a first for this winter with
a Green Sandpiper at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream (in past winters the nearby Tamarisk
Pool has been a regular place to see one but this winter there does not seem to have been a
Green Sandpiper on the Bedhampton water works/Budds Farm/ South Moors/Wade Court
circuit until last Tuesday (Jan 7) when I saw one in the Lymbourne stream cressbeds). He also
found the regular Common Sandpiper and Ring-billed Gull at the mouth of the Hermitage
Stream.
Down on the Southsea seafront Roger Webb saw a male Velvet Scoter with 29+ Eider on the
water by the seaward end of the South Parade Pier, and also found 5 Purple Sandpiper below
the Castle. Trevor Carpenter also visited the Castle today and found 8 Sanderling present but
only 1 Sandpiper.
A very interesting note on local birds in the wider Havant area comes from John Simons who lives
at Dean Lane End between Rowlands Castle and Finchdean. Each Saturday and Sunday
morning he takes a walk which includes part of the course of the Lavant stream which has
recently started to flow (and is threatening to inundate most properties in Finchdean if it has not
already done so). He points out the the rising water, dreaded by humans, has brought many
birds into the area to feed off millions of earthworms forced to the surface around the edges of
the flood water. Last time the Lavant flowed one result was that several pairs of Lapwing bred
on waterlogged fields beside the Finchdean road close to the edge of Stansted Forest, and I
see that a flock of around 45 Lapwings is currently in the area, as are a very large number of
Blackbirds (John counted 128 of them during his walk, also noting that eight out of every ten
were males). Other birds enjoying the worms and soft ground were 34 Mistle Thrushes and 22
Song Thrushes (with a Buzzard also taking an interest in the area and no doubt coming down
to eat worms with the thrushes). +++
A more worrying observation made by John concerns House Sparrows - he feeds them liberally
throughout the year in his garden, and is still putting out seed, but where he expects a total of
about 50 Sparrows he can currently only find one - where have they gone and why? Another

point of interest concerning Sparrows is that John supports the contention that shortage of
Sparrows is not caused by the decline of nest holes in buildings - he regularly has them nesting
in his hedge.
MON 13 JAN
Two notable absentees from reports during the recent cold snap are the Spoonbill which had
previously been seen almost daily since October in the Chichester Harbour area around
Emsworth, and the male Marsh Harrier at Titchfield Haven. All sightings of either bird are
welcome to re-assure us they are still alive but I suspect that both have made long distance
journeys in search of better weather (and will have had great difficulty in finding such a place!).
The arrival of the Twite at the South Moors happens to co-incide with the publication (in the
Hampshire Wildlife Trust members mag which reached me today) of the fact that all the land
between the Langbrook Stream and Southmoor Lane, south of the factory development site, is
now officially under the management of the Trust as a nature reserve. The greater part of this
new reserve (including the ‘orchid field’ south of the Autoliv factory and the land adjacent to
Southmoor Lane which was once IBM Playing fields) has had no ‘official’ protection or
management up to now, but the land south of the public path heading west across the moors
from the end of Mill Lane, and between the Langbrook stream and the massive blackthorn
hedge, has ‘always’ been a part of the Langstone Harbour SSSI managed by English Nature
(and was never owned by IBM though it is now included with the ex-IBM land in the new HWT
reserve). Thus it was possible, before completion of the deal with IBM, to start some
mangement work towards the plan for the new nature reserve in the SSSI area and recently the
land around the Tamarisk Pool has been ‘opened up’ by scrub clearance work undertaken by
local volunteers. +++
This lengthy explanation was necessary to set the scene for my thought that the arrival of the
Twite represents the first fruits of the new management of the South Moors - had the scrub not
been cleared the Twite might well have been reluctant to come and drink at a pool hemmed in
by Blackthorn scrub that might well hide predators... The next thing to look for around this pool
is a Water Pipit or two - they have come here in several past winters. +++
When Brian Fellows came to see the Twite today he was successful and watched them for 30
minutes after their arrival at 12:30pm He also saw the Langbrook stream Kingfisher which is a
daily sight here, but not the Common Sandpiper (which to my knowledge has only been seen
once here and that was probably an odd sighting of the bird usually found by the Hermitage
Stream). When he arrived three Reed Bunting were around the bench seat which overlooks
the mouth of the stream, and at the water’s edge among the usual Wigeon and Shelduck there
were three sleeping duck which seemed to be Gadwall
Still on the theme of land management for wildlife Glynne Evans, the Hampshire BTO rep,
remarks on recent visits to two different Winter Farmland Bird Survey plots. One had as its
main bird feature the presence of 75 Reed Buntings and 56 Yellowhammers, encouraged there
by the presence of gamestrips (strips of land planted with seed crops such as millet to provide
food and cover for game birds) and wide rough field margins. The other plot had much Barley
stubble in which 200 Skylark and 120 Linnet were feeding. In both cases the farmer’s need for
income from the land was compatible with the presence of factors that support bird life, but of it
is to benefit wild life such compatibility also requires an understanding of the birds’ needs when
planning the crops and land management, and the really significant thing which Glynne has to
say about these plots is that the people involved in their management (gamekeeper and
farmer) took pride in seeing the birds on their land. +++
Inclusion of a consideration of the birds’ needs in farm management planning is the subject of
another Hoslist email from Andrew Carter who is himself a small farmer. Knowing that if birds
are to survive on his land they must have food through the winter and into the spring he points
out that leaving autumn stubble in which the birds can forage for seeds achieves nothing if in
the middle of winter or early spring the land is deep ploughed, burying all the food that was on

the surface and taking away the food supply from the birds at the time when it is most needed.
He tells us that one way of getting round this problem is to use ‘direct drilling’ whereby the new
seed is planted directly into the soil without any preliminary breaking up of the surface, but this
requires expensive machinery which he cannot afford. There is however a compromise
technique which he and other small famers can adopt, namely to break up the surface by disk
harrowing before sowing with a normal drill (which I would have thought allows the birds
feeding on the remnants of the old crop to take quite a lot of the new seen at the same time!).
Nothing in this world is as simple as it can be made to sound by enthusiasts and I have great
admiration for those farmers who in the current difficult economic times still devote thought to
wildlife as well as their own needs for survival, and who are prepared to share some of their
profit with the wildlife.
A surprising story from Adrian Martin relates how a friend of his moved into the country north of
Portsmouth. Any expectation of quiet nights away from city noises was shattered by the
incessant hooting of owls, so the friend quickly obtained and put up an owl nest box on the
branch of a big beech tree in the garden but the owls ignored it for a couple of years. Then, in
the third spring, in flew a pair of Mandarin duck which settled down to nest. Adrian does not
mention how far this garden is from any suitable water, but it may well be that (like Shelduck)
the Mandarin are prepared to nest miles away from the water on which they hope to rear the
young after they leave the nest, so any ducklings from this nest can look forward to a long and
dangerous route march.
I doubt there are any birders in Hampshire who are not familiar with the occasional Carrion Crow
that has a white wing bar extending across the flight feathers - this aberration seems to have
started in the past forty years and I was once told that it originated in the Channel Islands and
spread north across the mainland though I have no proof of this nor of the current geographical
distribution of such birds (are they restricted to the south of England?). What no one seems to
know is what causes this white bar, and to date the only explanation known to me comes from
a personal observation made in the 1980s when such a bird was regularly seen around the IBM
Portsmouth site. One frosty winter day I found this bird dead on the ground and had a close
look at its wings, finding that the white seen in flight was not white colouration of the feathers at
all, but was the result of a section of each flight feather being still encased in the ‘cellophane
wrapping’ which I believe surrounds new feathers on all birds as new feathers push through the
skin and out among the existing feathers, perhaps preventing the barbs of the new feathers
becoming entangled in the existing feathers, causing deformation of the new feather while it is
soft and pliable. When the new feather is big enough to fit in properly with the existing feathers
this ‘cellophane wrapping’ splits and falls away so that no one would know it was there (unless
you were examining the bird in your hand). +++
Why the wrapping should fail to split remains a mystery, and why it should do so at the same point
on each feather to form a line along the wing is equally obscure, but even more importantly I
would like to know if this one observation applies to all such ‘white winged’ Crows. I have often
watched such birds in flight to see if (as would be expected) such birds have less lift from each
wing beat and consequently have to flap their wings faster than normal crows, and I think I have
seen this effect but cannot be sure. If the Hayling Island bird has much more of its flight
feathers still enclosed than normal crows, and is thus unable to generate as much lift per wing
beat, it should have to struggle to keep airborne - is this the case? or has anyone found that the
white in the wings of any crows is in fact caused by pigmentation rather that cello-wrap?

Two other equally surprising observations made yesterday in Sussex were of two Kingfishers
having a ‘duel to the death’ on the River Ouse south of Lewes, and of a Slavonian Grebe seen

far inland in a small concrete channelled stream flowing through Gossops Green area of the
Crawley built up area around Gatwick airport. What caused the dispute between the
Kingfishers no one knows but one of the birds was seen to grab the head of the other bird and
plunge with it into the river as if trying to drown it - but of course the aggressor had to come up
for air, and in doing so released the bird that had given offence, so both survived and flew off in
opposite directions (unlike a Heron which I once heard of which kept trying to muscle in on a
good fishing beat already ‘owned’ by an established Heron - after several attempts to drive off
the intruder the owner of the beat grabbed the intruder by the head and used its powerful beak
to split open the intruders head). I suspect the Kingfisher was showing exactly the same
reaction to the ‘trespassing’ on ‘his water’ by a hungry Kingfisher which had not yet managed to
find its own fishing beat. Why the Slav Grebe touched down in Crawley remains a total mystery
but at least it was seen to catch a fish - my guess would be that this was a starving bird making
a long distance overland flight heading for the south coast and taking any opportunity to get a
much needed meal en route. +++
John Clark spent Sunday (Jan 12) in the Avon Valley starting in the south where Pete Potts had
come to view the huge flock of over 2000 Black-tailed Godwit feeding alongside 1000+ Pintail,
200+ Snipe and many other species. Pete and a couple of colleagues were searching the flock
to pick out birds which they had previously ringed at their nest sites in Iceland and had
managed to find 11 of these colour ringed birds before John moved on, though before he did so
he noted 10 Bewick’s Swans, 4 Ruff, 2 White-front Geese and a single Bittern in flight (going
south to land in Dorset). +++
PLANTS

SAT 18 JAN
Daffodils (not wild!!) were flowering by the River Ems in Emsworth yesterday on the short stretch
of the Ems adjacent to Riverside Terrace between the A259 bridge and The Old Flour Mill.
WED 15 JAN
A short walk ‘round the block’ here in Havant this morning brought me the great pleasure of
seeing the first tiny blue flowers of Ivy-leaved Speedwell flowering as a weed in a newly planted
(last year) flower bed outside Glenhurst School at the end of our road. Had I not had my
magnifying glass in my coat pocket I could not have been sure that the minute specks of blue
were in fact flowers nestling among the hairy leaves of the plants.
Earlier in this walk I had still found Common Fumitory, Annual Wall-rocket and several other
plants flowering in the disturbed ground by the ‘level crossing gates’ which symbolically mark
the north end of the Hayling Billy cycle trail.
TUE 14 JAN
Brian Fellows today made a significant discovery of one of the milestones on the road to spring
when he found the prink tip of at least one flowerspike of a Butterbur plant beginning to break
through the surface of the wet soil beside the River Ems in the Brook Meadow site at
Emsworth. It will be some time before he can make the expected counts of 500 or more such
flower spikes at this site, but the first step towards that target is perhaps the most rewarding.
Another encouraging sign of warmer weather here was that the flower spikes of the Winter
Heliotrope, recentle hanging their heads as the frost sapped their strength, are now once more
standing erect and cheerful.
INSECTS

THU 16 JAN
The first butterfly to appear in Hampshire this year was a Red Admiral seen in Andrew Brooke’s
garden at Portchester. Unlike most of these winter sightings this butterfly had the sense to take
nectar from a Buddleia auriculata which has a few flowers and may give the butterfly a chance
of survival if it goes back to a good hibernation site.
OTHER WILDLIFE

SAT 18 JAN
During their walk in the eastern half of the Stansted Forest area this morning the Havant Wildlife
Group watched a single Hare crossing the open ploughed field in the East Park south of the
house called Lumley Seat.
Further south (south of the broad track running through the centre of the East Park to Stansted
House, and presumably west of the Park Slip wooded strip which has recently been fenced to
exclude deer, they saw a herd of 17 Fallow Buck which, although still sporting their antlers,
have now lost interest in the Does and formed the bachelor club in which they will pass the
coming summer. This has always been a good place to see them and I am wondering whether
they will now go elsewhere if they have been effectively excluded from the shelter of the
woodland strip. Far from the bucks two does were seen in the restored ‘Wood Pasture’ section
of the Ladies Walk.
WEEK 2 JAN 6 - 12
BIRDS:

SUN 12 JAN
The three Twite which were first seen yesterday on Langstone South Moors shore by the mouth of
the Langbrook Stream (west side of Langstone village), were seen there again this morning
until, at 09:55, they flew west to the Langstone Harbour islands. They may well have returned
to the South Moors - I think they also went to the islands yesterday but came back and were still
there at 16:00. I’m not sure who gets the credit for finding them but I gather that Mike Collins
and Pete Gammage were among the early viewers yesterday. All sightings refer to three birds,
sometimes seen on the shingle beach south of the seat beside the seawall path just west of the
stream mouth, sometimes on a fence (probably on the east side of the moors near or south of
the end of Mill Lane), sometimes feeding in grass and at least once seen to fly into trees
(presumably near the footbridge leading to Mill Lane). +++
If, like me, you are not familiar with these birds the clues which I have picked up for differentiating
them from Linnet are, firstly, a call note given as a harsh, nasal ‘tchooik’ (they also twitter like
Linnet - though their notes are not as soft as those of Linnet - and they have a similar soft
tweep, tweep note). Secondly, in flight they show a prominent yellowish-white wing bar which
forms a horseshoe shape (like that on a Hawfinch) - if you have a very good view there is also
a paler second wing bar near the front of the wings. Other slight differences are that the
wingtips appear darker in flight (they do not have the whitish fringes to the primaries which
Linnet have, and there is less white around the tail). Finally, if seen on the ground, the whole
face and throat are a rich orangey buff and the bill is pale yellow where the Linnet has a greyer
bill and more grey in the face plus a pale throat. +++
If you do not see the Twite there is a good chance of seeing Kingfisher along the lower section of
the Langbrook, and there has been a recent sighting of Common Sandpiper at the mouth of the
stream. +++
Over in Emsworth Brian Fellows enjoyed his first taste of Blackbird song at dusk today.
Blackbirds will not sing regularly until mid-March and the song to listen for in the second half of
January is that of Chaffinch which should start up properly within a week or so. Brian mentions
hearing the wheezing of a Greenfinch recently and you may well hear a few chattering notes
from it when the frost ceases but I do not count them as ‘singing properly’ until the song is given
in the figure of eight flight they make at tree top height over the proposed nest area. +++
In my own garden today I saw a male Blackcap visit my peanut feeder for the first time ever and I
was intriqued to hear from John Bennett in Romsey that he saw the same thing in his garden
today for the first time. In the past various people have described the things which they have
seen Blackcaps eat in winter and I have the impression that they are more or less omnivorous
(and will eat from hanging feeders, bird tables or on the ground) but it is interesting that two
birds some 25 miles apart have both decided to go for peanuts today - maybe the cold weather
has made them even hungrier than usual and in general the availability of peanuts is greater
than that of other food sources (i.e. anything I put on the bird table or on the ground is cleared

up in a shortime but the peanuts are there at any time of day if I remember to replenish the
feeder occasionally) - thus, after the other food has gone the Blackcap has no choice but to go
for peanuts.
Thanks to Will Walmsley I have the few highlights of what was seen by the walk party led by Kevin
Stouse from Havant Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes this morning - the low tide and
consequent dispersal of waders over large expanses of mud was partly responsible for a lack
of interesting birds though they did see a couple of Black-necked Grebes and some 30 Knot.
More impressive was a Peregrine, and some 15 Bearded Tits showed well. After the walk Will
went to the nearby Broadmarsh Slipway and saw the now regular Ring-billed Gull. Not on
Will’s list for Farlington Marshes today, but seen there yesterday by Mark Rolfe, were the two
resident Avocets and one Pale-bellied Brent. Another Pale-bellied Brent was seen yesterday
at Hook/Warsash by Sue Morrison. +++
Mark Rolfe today walked from his home in Fareham to Titchfield and down the canal path to the
Titchfield Haven seafront where, from the roadside viewing platform overlooking the southern
end of the Meon, he saw a Bittern in the reeds just across the water (maybe this bird and the
one at Brownwich Pond are having some sort of dispute with the management of the reserve
and are threatening to go on giving the public free viewing if they don’t get their way in the
dispute?). Mark was also the first to see a substantial number (ten) Water Pipits in the flooded
fields at the north end of the Canal Path - also ‘free to view’. +++
27 Blackbirds were in Peter and Sue Morrison’s garden at Warsash this morning at dawn - maybe
these migrants are so numerous this winter that they form communal night roosts (and maybe
the Sparrowhawks have discovered this roost site as one of the Blackbirds became a
Sparrowhawk breakfast yesterday). +++
SAT 11 JAN
I have already dealt with today’s top story (the discovery of three Twite on the Langstone South
Moors - see Jan 12 notes) but two other exciting birds may also have been seen in Hampshire
today. The first of these is what may well be our first Waxwing for this winter, seen at
Bishopstoke near Eastleigh by one Peter Hooper who told Paul Winter, and Paul put the news
on Hoslist. I am not sure if the bird was a definite sighting, though it sounds as if it were, but it
does seem that after the sighting the bird disappeared and has not been refound. +++
The other bird was seen by myself on the mud off Pook Lane between Langstone and
Warblington Church at around 2pm. I feel pretty sure that it was a Curlew Sandpiper but could
not get a good enough look to confirm this as the bird was between me and the bright sun so I
could only see a misty back-lit silhouette. The size of the bird was right (I had it close to a
Redshank for comparison) and both its method of feeding and the features I could see in
sihouette strongly suggested Curlew Sandpiper (it was walking fairly fast over the mud far from
the tideline following a zigzag line and pecking at items on the mud surface but never probing
into the mud with its bill). The only two alternatives that I could think of were Sanderling (but it
did not run about like a Sanderling, nor was its plumage white enough - even in the haze
caused by the sun I think I would have had a much whiter impression) or it might have been
some bird I have never heard of! The fairly slender body, longish neck, long legs and and long
slightly decurved bill all suggested Curlew Sandpiper, and I did have one here on this mud,
behaving in a similar way, during last autumn’s passage.
The Havant Wildlife Group ventured into Sussex for their regular walk this morning, driving to
Fishbourne Church on the outskirts of Chichester and walking down the Fishbourne Channel to
Dell Quay and back. Among the 44 bird species they saw were flocks of 40 Linnet, 30
Chaffinch and 20 Song Thrushes. On the water Pintail showed well and where the Lavant
stream flows out near the sewage works they had good views of a Kingfisher - where the
Lavant flows under the seawall is the place I visit in July to see a plant that is long extinct in
Hampshire but continues to flourish here - Dittander.
News from the SOS website records the fact that Collared Doves are already nest building in
Worthing, and tells us that the Wood Sandpiper which is present by the River Arun at Bury
(west of Amberley) for the second successive winter was seen again today. At Pagham the
Glaucous Gull was seen again and a redhead Smew was on Pagham Lagoon, while the West
Dean Woods had a good selection of birds with a Hen Harrier in the area, a Hawfinch seen

flying over Stapleash Farm and 20 Crossbill showing well near Richard Williamson’s home to
the north east of the farm - also near that lane leading up into the woods from a point west of
the SWT nature reserve Marsh Tit and Siskin were seen and the calls of a Tawny Owl were
heard.
FRI 10 JAN
Bob Marchant and I both took the opportunity of today’s sunshine and frozen ground to enjoy
visits to farmland for the Winter Farmland Bird Survey. My patch is to the east of East Meon
(SU 6922) where the most unexpected observation was of a Great Spotted Woodpecker
drumming (not the first of the year as I hear that one was heard on the edge of the Hollybank
Woods at Emsworth yesterday or earlier). Another sign of spring came from a commotion of 30
or 40 Rooks circling above a rookery in Greenway Copse, presumably discussing their claims
to their the nests though the birds remained in the air and there was no sign of nest-building or
stick-thieving. Less springlike where the plaintive calls of a Buzzard soaring over the frozen
fields - it sounded as if it was near starvation point, but that was purely subjective on my part.
Another lonely and pitiable bird was a single Lapwing which I saw on the ground in three or four
different fields - it behaved as if it were lost and lonely, and its apparent inability to fly any
distance suggested it was sickly, but then age must eventually catch up with every living
creature and in this sort of weather it inevitably catches more than it does at other times of year.
Other than hedgerow Robins, Wrens and Dunnock plus Great, Blue and Long-tailed Tits there
were few birds - a smattering of Fieldfare and Redwing were the only winter birds. A male
Bullfinch seen in sunlight was my best sight, and a Heron exploring the iced puddles was the
most surprising. +++
On the other side of Hampshire Brian Fellows was pleased with an Egret perched on his garden
wall in Emsworth, checking out the Westbrook stream which fills the Town Millpond south of his
house. +++
Over the border in Sussex Brian visited the mouth of the Ham Brook at Nutbourne where a Water
Rail stood openly preening and enjoying the sunshine. Brian does not mention the Canada
Geese but did have 45 Black-tailed Godwit and 22 Snipe while two of the local Stonechats
were still present. Newcomers to this scene were 4 Shoveler
A couple of corrections and apologies are due at this point. Firstly, the Little Stint and other
sightings at the Hayling Oysterbeds on Jan 5 apppeared in my notes for Jan 7 as being made
by Alistair Martin when they were in fact seen by John Chapman - purely my mistake and my
apologies go to both John and Alistair. +++
Secondly I must correct what I said about the new Swan nest platform at the Emsworth Peter
Pond site, also in my notes for Jan 7. It is true that a new Swan nest platform has been
completed, but I jumped to the conclusion that this was in response to the predation and
vandalism that that nest has suffered in recent years, and that the platform was a new structure
placed further from the bank. In fact the platform is just a response to a different problem,
flooding of the nest by high tides, and the new platform is a raising of the ground level on the
existing nest island. I hope it is successful.
THU 09 JAN
Trevor Carpenter also visited Titchfield today and at the village end of the canal path he found 250
Canada Geese with the ‘white’ marker bird plus 3 Greylag. Also present were 250 Black-tailed
Godwit, Wigeon, Teal and half a dozen Tufted Duck, but no Water Pipits. 6 Redwing, 1
Fieldfare and one Sparrowhawk were among others seen here before Trevor took a look at the
sea from Hill Head, seeing one Diver fly west, only two Eider on the sea and one lone
Sanderling on the beach.
The lack of Bewick’s Swans at the usual Ibsley site in the Avon Valley this winter caused John
Clark to comment recently that more of them could well be found on the river just north of
Fordingbridge where it runs under Castle Hill at Godshill. At first no one seems to have taken
up this suggestion but today Hoslist has a message from Val Lowings and Brian Cozens who
walked the path across the valley from Castle Hill to Lower Burgate. I’m not sure if the floods
prevented them from crossing the river on this path but from a spot on the east bank they saw
just six Bewick’s. Also in that area (a carpark by the road running through Godshill towards
Cadnam) they found 6 Redpoll feeding on the ground, and at Eyeworth Pond 7 male and 7

female Mandarin were clustered around the small area of open water left in the centre of the
pond. +++
Another Hen Harrier, a male working the Forest in the Crab Tree Earth area south west of
Rhinefield, was seen to make a kill today by a Hoslister known to us only as ‘KelvinandJenny’.
This person(s) asks why the Harrier did not eat the prey where it killed it, but carried it off, and
I can’t answer that question positively but I think many raptors do have favoured ‘plucking posts
or mounds’, presumably places from which they can keep an eye out for approaching danger
and prevent themselves from being ‘jumped’ while in the middle of their dinner. Why e.g.
Kestrels should have these special places while Sparrowawks do not is a good question
(another question is how the habits of different raptor species vary in this respect). My only
suggestion is that it may well depend on the ratio of the predators lifting capacity to the weight
of its prey - I think Sparrowawks usually behead and pluck their prey where they brought it
down, they may then carry the lighter remnant off to a safer place to eat most of it. +++
Over in the Havant area Peter Raby went to Broadmarsh and found two Med Gulls present as well
as the Common Sandpiper and Ring-billed Gull. A Peregrine flew over on its way to or from its
daily visit to Farlington Marshes and 47 Knot were on the mud. I suspect we will hear more of
Med Gulls around Langstone Harbour from now on as they gather to nest on the islands, but I
recall Chris Cockburn saying that he remains puzzled as to why these gulls never seem to feed
around the harbour edges like other gull species, but prefer to feed inland on fields or rubbish
tips - certainly when fields around the harbour are ploughed in the spring they make one of the
best places to look for Med Gulls.
WED 08 JAN
A single Corn Bunting seen at Pagham lagoon today by Lawrence Holloway reminds me of the
almost complete absence of these birds this winter. In contrast there was no shortage of Knot
in Pagham Harbour where Lawrence saw more than 400 (nor in Chichester Harbour were I
estimate there were at least 200 on the mud east of Thorney Island today). In White’s Creek,
draining the north walls area of Pagham, a single Spotted Redshank was seen and in the Little
Welbourne area (where Pagham village gives way to the North Walls area) two Chiffchaff were
somehow surviving the cold.
In south Hampshire Brian Fellows found 2 Purple Sandpiper at Southsea Castle, still active two
hours before the high tide, but in Emsworth Harbour only one Black-tailed Godwit remained on
the mud - these birds now seem to have deserted the open shores for more sheltered feeding
areas on fields and in river valleys. In contrast to their departure from the shore scene Bearded
Tits are now much more easily found in the reedbeds where they are resident, probably due to
a shortage of food causing them to move around a lot when searching for food - thus their
contact calls are heard more frequently and they are more often to be seen in flight. We have
heard several reports of them recently from Farlington Marshes and today I had not trouble in
finding them at Thorney Litle Deeps, nor did Bob Marchant at Hook Lake where he saw 8. +++
Despite the cold I have seen Robins fighting in my Havant garden in the last few days and I see
that Peter Morrison has seen Blue Tits fighting over possession of a nest box in his Warsash
garden while Andrew Carter was amazed to see a Blue Tit making a display flight (I think in the
Avon Valley/New Forest area but he does not give a location) on Jan 3, a full month earlier than
permitted by the reference books! One person suggests that the frost has forced a cease fire in
this springtime warfare but I have not noticed a reduction in the recent Blue and Great Tit song
(while Woodpigeon song seems to have increased and almost replaced the Collared Dove
song). +++
Other birds fleeing the freezing east may include shorebirds that might normally have stayed on
the German shoreline - here our tidelines leave a rim of ice as they fall after the high tide stand
but from the Baltic we have been seeing pictures on the TV of icebreakers at work and small
ships unable to move. At any rate Dennis Bill today reckoned there were 3000 Dunlin on the
north shore of Portsmouth harbour where the Jan 4 WeBS count gave a total of just 1100 for
the whole harbour. At the same time Dennis has also noticed the departure of Black-tailed
Godwit from Paulsgrove Lake close to Portchester Castle - no doubt to the shelter of Titchfield
Haven or the Avon valley. +++
Details of the Jan 4 Portsmouth Harbour WeBS count that came with Dennis’ news show that

there may have been a Black-throated Diver in Tipner Lake (though it may have been Great
Northern), and that Lapwing numbers in that lake and along the north shore of Portsmouth
Harbour were up to 450. A total of 30 Egrets were in the harbour, including a count of 7 on
Horsea Island where I presume they were high-tide roosting in the trees (and this may mean
that there is still a substantial night roost of them there). Another 19 Egrets were at Frater Lake
where they should soon be returning to their nests. Other unusual birds around the harbour
were a Greenshank at Forton Lake in Gosport, one Med Gull on Horsea Island and three
Kingfishers (one on Horsea and two in Paulsgrove Lake).
Light winds and a rising tide persuaded me to cycle along the Emsworth shore to the Thorney
Deeps and on to Thornham Point this morning, and in doing so I added to my yearlis Pintail
(seven off the Emsworth western shore), Greenshank (right at my feet in the channel running
south from the Emsworth Sailing Club), Scaup (both the young male on the Little Deeps and an
adult male by the Prinsted Bay bar), Bearded Tits (at least half a dozen at the Little Deeps), and
Avocet (ten feeding off the east shore of Thorney just north of Stanbury Point - someone I met
had earlier seen 14 in Nutbourne Bay). Also on the Emsworth west shore I saw three
Black-tailed Godwit which, to my surprise, I had not ticked anywhere this year (one other
Godwit in Emsworth harbour seen by others may have been the only other bird in that area).
TUE 07 JAN
In yesterday’s notes, when commenting on Kevin Stouse’s sighting of the hybrid Ferruginous
Duck at the Budds Farm pools, I was trying to sort out in my own mind the significance of it’s
yellow eye (a true Ferruginous should have a white eye) and I saw that the Collins Guide
suggested that this could have come from the American equivalent of our Pochard called a
Redhead but the Collins Guide seemed to say that this species had not been found in Britain
(my misinterpretation of its statement that a bird found in Sweden in 1960, and claimed to be a
Redhead, was officially rejected as being of this species).. Thanks to Will Walmsley I have
been brought up to date with the news that several Redhead have been recorded in Britain,
and one can possibly be seen currently at the Kenfig Pools in Wales. My apologies for my
carelessness - had I checked the index of my Collins Guide I would have found that both
Redhead and Cavasback (the other American Pochard) are listed as accidentals to Britain with
first records in Mar 1996 and Apr 1997 respectively.
Still in the Budds Farm area I see that the Red-throated Diver which greeted Alistair Martin at the
Broadmarsh slipway on Sunday (Jan 5) was still in Langstone harbour today, being seen off
Broadmarsh by John Shillitoe. John Gowen was also out on this part of the harbour shore
today and saw a Common Sandpiper at the mouth of the Langbrook stream on the east side of
the South Moors - maybe it was the bird that has been in the Hermitage Stream area for some
time but possibly it was an addition to our local bird inventory brought here by the cold weather.
Earlier in his walk John Gowen noted the absence of any Golden Plover on the Langstone east
shore, but the presence of 1200 Golden Plover at West Wittering last Saturday tells me there
are plenty in Chichester Harbour, but preferring the Thorney/Wittering area to Langstone. +++
A bird that is I think a genuine new arrival in the Langstone village area was seen by myself this
afternoon - this was a Green Sandpiper in the small Lymbourne Stream cressbed. This is in a
private garden and difficult to view but a judicious peek through a slight gap in a laurel hedge
separating the garden from the small ‘twitchel’ path connecting North Close to South Close (off
Wade Court Road) showed the bird clearly at the near end of the pool where it is weedy. Two
other observations on this walk from Havant to Langstone pond and back were, firstly, that the
usual high tide roost of Egrets in the open fields at Wade Court and Warblington Farm seems to
have been deserted in favour of a much warmer hide out (I saw at least eleven Egrets in the
water, and trees just above it, where the Lymbourne stream runs south from the Billy trail
through the Wade Court ‘jungle’ - this is part of the night roost area). Secondly, I had just one
Redwing with a pair of Mistle Thrush in fields north of Wade Court - a place where previous
winters have brought a flock of up to 40 Redwing for an extended stay towards the end of
winter. +++
Another Havant area item comes from Brian Fellows ‘Brook Meadow conservation group’
newsletter for last week in which he reports that David Gattrell (a leader of the local wildfowlers
who do conservation work on 40 or so local ponds) has just completed the construction of a

new nest platform in Peter Pond (close to the north side of the A259 in Emsworth) which, it is
hoped, will greatly reduce the chances of damage to the nest and eggs from either foxes or
human vandals, both of which have in the past caused loss of egg clutches from this regular
nest on a tiny island so close to the bank that one can step across to it with ease. The next task
is to persuade the Swans to move home ...
The most surprising item in this update comes from David Thelwell, who yesterday (Jan 6) flushed
a Mallard from her nest in the Test Valley near Timsbury and found that the nest contained 12
new laid eggs. I’m sure a sitting duck in a dry nest will provide plenty of warmth for eggs and
chicks, but if this cold snap persists and she has to leave the nest for more than the briefest
time I doubt the brood will be successful. +++
An equally unexpected sighting made on Sunday (Jan 5) was of a single Little Stint at the Hayling
Oysterbeds. For all I know this bird has, like the five Stints at West Wittering (still there on Jan
4), been present in Langstone Harbour through the winter, but the chances of seeing and
recognizing it must be very slim. In this case the sighting was probably the result of a Peregrine
buzzing the huge flock of roosting Dunlin, Grey Plover, Knot, Oystercatcher, etc on the bund
walls at high tide - Alistair Martin witnessed this great disturbance, noticing that the Ringed
Plover were more sensible than the other species and stayed among the rocks when the others
took wing, and then as the birds began to settle again this lone Little Stint flew across the water
just in front of where he was standing before it disappeared into the thousands of other birds on
the bund wall. +++
Going from the sublime but tiny to the ludicrous (but huge and dangerous) I have news via Hoslist
from Colin Allen, who was visiting the Manor Farm country park on the west bank of the
Hamble south of Botley on Sunday, of an Ostrich on the loose there. I remember once passing
a flock of Ostrich that were kept at the end of the south west approach lane to Kingley Vale at
Woodend near Funtington, north of Chichester, and I was more than glad that these huge
birds, with their potential sledgehammer bills and feet, plus a running speed far exceeding
anything a human can achieve, were behind a stout tall fence. Colin’s bird was running free
and probably in panic mode, so I am amazed that Colin had the courage to take a couple of
distant pictures before he too took to his heels. Not so long ago we were told that Ostrich
farming was the thing of the future in this country, being easy and highly profitable with every
part of the bird being saleable for various purposes - are there still any brave farmers trying to
make money out of them or have they all been killed by their birds?
Two more unexpected sightings come from John Simons in the Dean Lane End area near
Finchdean north of Rowlands Castle. Both were on Sunday (Jan 5) and the first was almost
certainly of an escaped Red-tailed Hawk which was flying west from over Markwells Wood
towards Idsworth Down in Hampshire. John had a good if distant view of the bird and gives a
full description of it on the SOS website, saying that he could see no jesses so while this bird is
almost certainly an escape it may have been on the loose and successfully fending for itself for
some time. This reminded me of two sightings of an escaped raptor seen in the Marlpit Lane
area near Funtington last summer (first by Mike Collins on May 2 and again by Alistair Martin
on June 3) but I see that this bird had jesses and, when reported to the Sussex Falconry Centre
at Birdham (01243-512472), it was said to be a Harris Hawk that was known to be in that area
but was refusing to come back to its owner’s lure. +++
John’s other sighting was of a Little Egret and was much more interesting to me for two reasons.
Firstly because it came with news that the Lavant stream (which rises near Idsworth chapel and
flows between Stansted Forest and Rowlands Castle, following the railway south to Havant
where it used to flood North Street before flowing out to sea along the course of the permanent
Langbrook stream until a diversionary pipe was laid to carry excess water off into the
Hermitage Stream) has just started to flow (Lavant and Winterbourne are both generic names
for streams that are normally dry but which in wet winters act as an overflow pipe for the rising
water table in the chalk hills). Secondly. this was interesting because neither John nor I have
ever heard of Egrets in the Finchdean area where this one was working its way north along the
stream. I am sure this news will not be welcome to the residents of Finchdean - pictures in the
local paper show water once more running through the streets of the village where many
houses are yet again facing serious flooding.

Finally for today the SOS website carries another WeBS count report for Chichester Harbour from
last Saturday (Jan 4) - this one from Ewan Urquhart concerning his patch at West Wittering.
The items which caught my eye in Ewan’s report were 2 Ruff (male and female), 1
Greenshank, 5 Little Stint, 1200 Golden Plover, and 1 hybrid Brent x Brant, probably one of the
four young birds present at Wittering last winter with their mixed race parents. On Dec 31 Barry
Collins had two birds on the Pilsey shoreline which he suspected were from this group of four
hybrids seen last winter - whether this one seen at Wittering is a third bird from the same family
cannot be proved but is a possibility.
MON 06 JAN
During the day I added Sparrowhawk to my yearlist and, in my garden, lunchtime sunshine
brought yesterday’s female Blackcap back to the same perch at the same time of day. Later I
walked past the multi-storey carpark here in Havant at 5pm when a bright moon was shining
from a fully dark sky (though Havant was well lit with street and other lights) and heard full
throated song from a Blackbird (probably seeking company to snuggle up with it on a bitterly
cold night). I had heard another Blackbird singing at the same time of day on Dec 29 but this
was the first of the new year and, while I am not expecting regular Blackbird song until
mid-March, it is a great pleasure to hear this unexpected fluting in the bleak days of January
and February. Tonight’s bird just happened to be singing from a pub garden, but I don’t think it
was under the influence of the fumes from the bar! +++
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker is a bird that is much easier to find when calling than when silent,
and February is the month in which it is usually most vocal, but this year it may be worth
listening for the ‘pee-pee-pee’ call earlier than usual as I see that one was heard near the
Pulborough Brooks carpark today (though the report does not describe the call heard - it could
have been the quiet ‘chick’ call which so closely resembles that of a Great Spotted
Woodpecker). Another Lesser Spot was seen in the Hook Lake valley near Church Road in
Warsash today by Trevor Carpenter (he does not mention that it called) and the Pulborough
bird was also seen yesterday. +++
Another piece of miscellaneous information for which I am grateful comes from Graham Roberts,
filling in the missing pieces of the official announcement (from South Coast Power Ltd) about
the Peregrine breeding success on their Shoreham Power Station chimney last summer. As
might be expected it was Graham who placed the nest box on the chimney and he tells me that
two young falcons, both females, were hatched and flew from it. I wonder if he will be providing
them with an alternative nest site in the same area, as the experience with the Peregrines
nesting in his nest box on the Sussex Heights tower block in Brighton may indicate that there
comes a point when the birds cease to use an established nest and go elsewhere - probably
not from boredom but maybe because of an instinct to avoid a build up of germs and parasites
in a repeatedly used nest. In any case the pair in Brighton, after using the nest box
successfully for four consecutive years (1998-2001) swapped to a nest site on the derelict
West Pier last summer and raised three young there. Within the last few weeks we have seen
the partial collapse of that pier, so maybe the birds will feel safer if they return to the Sussex
Heights this year - we will wait and see!
Another bird that seems to have been in short supply along the coast this winter is Common
Sandpiper (the only one seen regularly seems to have been the bird on the Hermitage stream
at Bedhampton here in Havant). One has also been seen recently at the mouth of the Itchen in
Southampton but today two of them were seen by Ian Watts a little further up that river where it
passes the riverside park in Bitterne (Southampton)
While driving to work this morning, before it was fully light, through the Funtington area west of
Chichester Mike Collins saw a large owl fly across the road into the area of disused gravel pits
near Marlpit Lane - he was certain it was neither a Barn Owl nor a Tawny and concludes that it
is likely to have been a Short-eared. More positive news from Sussex is a wildfowl count from
Pulborough Brooks made today by Darren Fry (it would seem that they make their wildfowl
counts on the Monday following the official Sunday count date). Just some of the figures were
.. Teal 1760, Wigeon 898, Lapwing 425 (considerably down from the 1400 Lapwing there on
Dec 24), Mallard 174, Pintail 142, Shoveler 53, Pocahrd 12, Gadwall 5 and Tufted Duck only 2.
One Green Sandpiper and 117 Canada Geese were also present. +++

On Thorney Island yesterday (Jan 5) Barry Collins not only saw the Spooonbill but also (on the
Little Deeps) a male Scaup which was also there in Jan 4 and is a separate bird from either of
the two Scaup that were still in the Thorney Channel on Jan 4. Down on the old airfield area of
Thorney Island four Short-eared Owls were hunting yesterday where there had been three on
Jan 4. Also seen by Barry on Jan 4 were 6 Greenshank at the Thorney Deeps high tide roost
(where there had been 12 Greenshank the previous day - Jan 3) and in the same roost he had
a single Spotted Redshank among 380 Common Redshank. Out in the Thorney Channel on
Jan 4 were the 2 Scaup and 16 Avocet which are now resident in that area, while down at
Pilsey there were 24 Sanderling on the sands and, offshore, 3 Eider, 2 Slavonian Grebe and 1
Great Northern Diver (probably the same one as seen by Brian Fellows off Tournerbury on
Hayling) +++
On Jan 4 Kevin Stouse walked from Warblington to Budds Farm and on to the Hermitage Stream.
Passing Langstone Mill Pond he found 6 Redwing in the trees and on the sea he watched a
Merganser which had come in to the shore by the Royal Oak pub and appeared to have a fish
in its bill though closer inspection showed that the last half inch (1cm) of the lower mandible
near the tip of the bill was bent sideways by 90 degrees - Kevin says the bird looked healthy
and could presumably still catch fish. At the Budds Farm pools the ‘Fudge Duck’ was seen well
and Kevin commented on its yellow eye (a true adult Ferruginous Duck has a white eye) as
being one sign that it is a hybrid and goes on to say that it shows Pochard parentage but my
Collins Guide gives the eye colour for Pochard as reddish brown (and yellow for Tufted Duck).
I think Kevin has misread what the Collins Guide says about a possible Pochard x Ferruginous
duck hybrid - the picture of the bird with the yellow eye has a question mark after its suggested
parentage and the text says that the yellow eye could have come from a north american cousin
of the Pochard called Aythya americana and given the English name of Redhead (but that
species has not been recorded in Europe). All we know for certain is the eye of the Budds
Farm bird is not white as it should be for a Ferruginous Duck. At the Hermitage Stream Kevin
saw both the Kingfisher and Common Sandpiper, but not the Ring-billed Gull.
PLANTS:

WED 08 JAN
A short walk in Havant today found few plants still flowering, even the Winter Heliotrope flowers
have been ‘knocked back’ by the frost and their flower stems now droop sadly (though I
suspect that a rise in temperature will see them erect again if it comes soon).
TUE 07 JAN
Despite several days of frost one plant of Herb Robert here in Havant still has a show of pink
flowers, and beside the Billy trail a young Hazel tree has catkins newly open for business.
Last Saturday at Sparsholt, west of Winchester, Adrian Martin made an extraordinary find when
he came across a plant of Ground Ivy with flowers already open. I have never found this
common plant flowering before mid-March, but last year one plant at Soberton in the Meon
valley was out by Mar 3 and on Feb 19 Richard Carpenter found the then ‘earliest ever’ at
Kilmeston, near the source of the River Itchen south of Alresford. +++
Another very early flowering was noted on Jan 3 by Andrew Carter when he came across his first
Snowdrop - Andrew does not say where but I think he lives in or near the Avon valley. Andrew
also noted that an Elder bush was opening its leaves, and here in Havant I noticed the leaves of
Lords and Ladies (Arum) were already pushing up through the soil in a number of places.

BIRDS:

WEEK 1
DEC 30 2002 - JAN 5 2003

SUN 05 JAN
Looking at the SOS website I see multiple reports of big numbers of Divers and Auks flying west
along the Sussex coast in the past few days - many of them no doubt will continue west
ignoring Hampshire but maybe at least one Red-throated Diver decided to visit Langstone
Harbour today where it was seen by Alistair Martin. Alistair went to the Broadmarsh slipway
today in the hope of seeing the Ring-billed Gull but arrived with the tide too high for the gull but

suiting a Red-throated Diver which popped up from the sea close to the slipway. ( The gull did
turn up later and was seen by Barry Collins).
From Titchfield Haven this morning Peter Raby noted something that goes some way to
reconciling somewhat conflicting reports of the number of Black-tailed Godwit there (yesterday
Richard Carpenter told us that the number of godwits has increased to over 400 recently but
most casual reports from visitors give figures of only around 100 seen there). Peter was there
soon after 8am and saw 120+ Blackwits fly west out of the reserve, leaving more than 200 in
the reserve (but that number may later have been further reduced if others decided to fly off to
feed outside the reserve). Peter also saw a Firecrest and counted a new peak of 83 Pochard
present. +++
An odd sighting of an almost white all over Starling was made by Alistair Martin today near his
home in Saltmarsh Lane on the south west side of Hayling Island. He has not seen it before
and if others do so it would be interesting to know how far it travels around the countryside. +++
A trip to the Hayling Oysterbeds at high tide on a glorious sunny day brought my year list up to a
paltry 73 species with Black-necked Grebe, Rock Pipit and Ringed Plover, plus a good show of
Bar-tailed Godwit off Langstone. Back at home I washed the mud off my boots and went out
into the garden to empty the bucket of muddy water to be greeted by the strong scolding of an
invisible Blackcap, but by keeping my eyes on the garden throughout lunch I eventually saw the
bird (a female) to clock up 74 species for the year to date.
SAT 04 JAN
Among the visitors to Farlington Marshes today were both Will Walmsley and the Havant Wildlife
Group, the latter having as their highspot the sight of a Sparrowhawk dashing into the reeds
near the reserve building and taking one of a party of Bearded Tits while the group were
watching them. The also saw the two Scaup in Broom Channel and saw an Avocet in the
harbour just west of the reserve entrance (i.e. south of the carpark area) whereas Will saw an
Avocet on the Scrape. Will’s best sighting was of three Whitefront Geese briefly circling over
the marshes before flying west but he also saw a Sandwich Tern fishing off North Binness
island. Other sightings on Will’s list were of a distant Buzzard over Hayling, 2 Merlin, 1
Pale-bellied Brent in the ‘hayfield’, a Dartford Warbler at the Point and a Spotted Redshank
among a mass of ordinary Redshank roosting at the lake. +++
Will also relays news from Chris Cockburn that the Red-necked Grebe that spent some time in
Langstone Harbour in the autumn may have returned to the Milton Lakes. If that bird was at
Milton today it can hardly be the one that has been in Southamptin Water recently as that was
still off the Weston Shore today.
Colin Bates went to Alresford Pond at dusk today and found the Egrets settling down to their night
roost. Colin saw at least 31 of them going into trees on the left hand side of the pond as seen
from the ‘viewing area’ - maybe when Dave Pearson has been there and seen no Egrets he
has left before they come in as Colin saw them between 16:30 and 16:55. Colin also saw the
Hen Harrier come in to roost. +++
Further north, in Basingstoke, Robert Watson was puzzled by the behaviour of 13 Goldfinch
which, he says, where .. {{ This morning I noticed up to 13 goldfinches clinging to the wall of the
house opposite. They appeared to be pecking at the wall. At first I thought they were only
pecking at the mortar but I did observe some pecking at the brickwork. My initial thoughts were
they were *licking* salts off the surface or were they trying to get small pieces of grit. I also
observed a number *feeding* on the road. }} At the time that he saw this it was snowing. Can
anyone explain what they were doing?? +++
Snow flurries in the morning gave way to a dry if chilly noon when I was at the Portsmouth IBM
Lake for the WeBS count which started well with a Little Egret exploring the water near the
main reception and the first of three Chiffchaff calling loudly from one of the office balconies
where it was searching the shrubs for insects. This good start fizzled out when I got to the lake
proper and found 34 Canada Geese still in residence, and these (with the expected Coot,
Moorhen, Tufted Duck, Pochard and Mallard) were about as exciting as it gets! There were still
two Reed Buntings on the islands, but not a single Snipe, and while the two Mute Swan cygnets
were present their parents were nowhere to be seen. There were some 400 Black-headed
Gulls coming and going, with a few Common, Herring and Great Blackback gulls, but even one

Lesser Blackback +++
Brian Fellows was also out making a WeBS count today - his sector being the part of Chichester
Harbour off south east Hayling where he had a good list of birds, the star being a single Great
Northern Diver seen off Tournerbury. He also had 48 Knot but no Sanderling.
Yesterday 14 Avocet were seen in Nutbourne Bay, following the tide out, and the person who saw
them (the only name I have is ‘Peter’) also found three Stonechat in the flooded field at the
mouth of the Ham Brook.
FRI 03 JAN
Another pretty unusual bird was seen at Amberley Wild Brooks by Christian Melgar - he suggests
it was a ‘Blue-winged Goose’ causing me to dig out my WWT Arundel Guide which has a
coloured centre-fold illustrating most of the exotic species that you might come across in (or
escaped from) a good wildfowl collection. The illustration of Abyssinian Blue-wnged Goose
shows me a small goose about Brent size with a stubby, wholly black, bill and uniform grey
brown plumage except for light blue primaries and I think secondaries making a distinctive
patch on the closed wing (same tint as the speculum of a Shoveler with a similar white fringe).
My prized 1951 edition of Peter Scott’s own ‘Key to the Wildfowl of the World’ with his own
pencil drawings does not show me the blue colour but does tell me that both sexes look the
same. +++
Among other birds seen by Christian at Amberley he lists Goshawk (with Peregrine and Hen
Harrier), 5 Bewick’s Swans, and single Egyptian and Barnacle Geese (with many Greylag and
Canadas). +++
Downstream at Arundel Christian saw the Great Grey Shrike and a Common Sandpiper, while
near Swanbourne Lake Bob Kent found 2 Firecrest. +++
On the mainland, while seawatching from the Titchfield Haven area, Will Walmsley noticed a
small flock of about 20 Golden Plover flying south from the Hamble area towards the Isle of
Wight, but there was little to be seen on the water other than the flock of around 40 Eider, and
a walk up the canal path brought nothing special (there were several colour ringed Godwit
among the flock of around 100 Blackwits in the reserve). +++
Since seeing Will’s news I have heard from Richard Carpeneter that the flock of Black-tailed
Godwit at the Haven has increased, probably as the result of recent flooding, to over 400 birds
and Richard gives the same figure for the Lapwing flock, adding that a Greenshank dropped in
yesterday (Jan 2). Although three Bitterns have definitely been seen at the reserve recently
Richard gives the conservative count of just one as being resident. +++
Further east at Stokes Bay Matt Lawes also had little to report though he did find one
Black-headed Gull in full summer dress (I saw another off the Broadmarsh slipway at Havant
today) and Matt reports that a flock of over 100 Canada Geese are based in the Gilkicker area
- it seems that with so much fresh grass growing everywhere they have not yet felt the need to
move to Titchfield Haven this winter. +++
With the tide starting to fall soon after lunch I paid a short visit to the Broadmarsh slipway this
afternoon, getting close-ups of the Ring-billed Gull close to the foot of the slipway and also
seeing the Kingfisher further up stream below the A27 bridge and the Common Sandpiper near
the mouth of the Brockhampton stream. Although I saw no Black-necked Grebes I see that Ian
Calderwood did see 2 of them when he was at Broadmarsh today.
THU 02 JAN
Darren Fry briefly visited Ivy Lake at Chichester on a ‘bird race’ today, seeing 2 Ruddy Ducks, a
male Goldeneye and an Egyptian Goose before dashing off to Pagham, Selsey and then
Amberley. +++
The big flocks of winter thrushes seem to have vanished from the south coast since their arrival
from the continent in the autumn, but in north Hampshire yesterday Martin Pitt came on a flock
of around 500 Fieldfare north of Whitchurch and another of 115 Redwing a little east of the
Fieldfares to the north of the village called Freefolk. Martin’s New Year list also included a
Willow Tit (heard only) near Hannington, one Green Sandpiper at Overton, and a male Wood
Duck at The Vyne near Basingstoke where 56 Wigeon may have been a site record. The
Wood Duck has not been at this site since Nov 24.

WED 01 JAN
Coming back to the coast I guess the Great Northern Diver in Paulsgrove Lake was an easy tick.
At Farlington Marshes he found Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit and Pintail with the two
Scaup still in Broom Channel west of the reserve, and at Broadmarsh he not only saw the
Ring-billed Gull and Bar-tailed Godwit but also the elusive Common Sandpiper. +++
Here in the Havant area a mid-morning lull in the rain brought 16 people to the Ship Inn at
Langstone for the 10am start of the annual fund-raising birdwatch organised by the local
Hampshire Wildlife Trust group, but after walking past Langstone Pond and Wade Court the
rain came down again, dampening their enthusiasm and causing them to adjourn for an early
lunch. When the sun showed briefly at around 1pm Brian Fellows did carry on by himself and
the total list known to him from those who participated came to 56 species. Brian managed to
see most of the shore birds which I missed, and in particular he saw the Kingfisher by the
Brockhampton stream which (arising from a spring only about half a mile inland) was still
running clear whereas the main Hermitage Stream was a turbulent torrent of brown water in
which nothing could be seen, let alone caught, by a Kingfisher. +++
Staying at home was probable the wisest option today for any sane birder and this was what Will
Walmsley did in his Shedfield garden near Wickham in the Meon valley. He scored a very
creditable 36 species including Tree Creeper, Bullfinch, Siskin and Redwing though I find it
amazing that there was not a Song Thrush to be heard during the whole day. +++
Not quite staying in the garden but just taking a short stroll to Kings Pond at Alton Moira Doherty
found the Wood Duck still waiting to be admired (having had one at the Portsmouth IBM Lake
for several years in the past I have a special fondness for these birds).
I can’t remember a wetter New Year’s Day but at 7:15am, with the rain falling from an almost black
pre-dawn sky, three Song Thrushes and a couple of Robins were singing their heads off
around my garden, and as I set off on my bike at 8am the rain temporarily ceased and my first
bird was a smart Grey Wagtail by the flooded Hayling Billy line behind my garden. These
seemed to be good omens but they did not stop me from getting thoroughly soaked during the
day and being unable to get a good look at the shore birds (wind and rain joined forces against
me!). Nevertheless I somehow managed to list 53 species and had a sight which I have never
seen before in my birding life - a pair of Black Swans with two downy cygnets that must have
been less than a month old. This pair were at West Ashling pond, patrolling the bank which
separates the road from the pond and close enough to touch if they had not been so
aggressively defensive of their young. The male remained on the water, snapping at me when
I came alongside him, the female was on the bank with the cygnets, drooping her wings to
show the white primaries that are normally concealed by the closed wing, bending her neck into
a shepherd’s crook, and emitting regular whistling ‘kloop’ noises. I felt that I should include this
species in my daylist total but desisted when I realised that if I did so I would have no reason
not to include the two Muscovy ducks and the white Aylesbury that were also present and even
I could not bear the shame of ticking a Muscovy Duck! +++
Coming to the coast at Nutbourne the field at the mouth of the Hambrook was almost totally
flooded and full of Teal plus the flock of Canada Geese (which I did not count), and I feel sure
that I missed Snipe here but maybe not the expected Water Rail (the reeds were so flooded
that any rail in them would have to be swimming). I did tick a Stonechat which puzzled me by
perching on a fence line over flooded ground, working along it and dipping down to the wet
vegetation from which it was presumably collecting an easy meal of insects forced to the tips of
the vegetation by the floods. +++
At Warblington there were 41 Egrets in a couple of fields near the Old Rectory, and at Wade Court
others sitting out the high tide and wind brought the total for this immediste area up to 53 (no
doubt the evening roost at Wade Court still takes in all these and quite a few others from e.g.
fields by the River Ems and the Hayling Oysterbeds area). +++
As the sun showed briefly around 1pm I thought we were in for a drier afternoon so I went home
and changed various soaked garments before setting out again to Broadmarsh but as I arrived
at the slipway another fierce shower heralded the resumption of the rain which did not relent so
I gave up and went back home though Mike Collins told me that if I had been a few minutes
earlier I would have had good views of the Ring-billed Gull sitting on the mud right opposite the

slipway (He also implied that the White Stork was still at Goodwood when he was last there and
he expects it still to be present when he gets back to work there tomorrow).
TUE 31 DEC
Following the return of the Langstone Harbour Ring-billed Gull last Saturday I see that today
brought the return of two other winter seabirds - a Glaucous Gull to Pagham Harbour where it
was seen in the gull roost, and a Great Skua (or Bonxie) to the East Sussex shore off Pett near
Hastings (where none have been seen since the gales of Nov 21). +++
Other birds at Pagham were a Red-throated Diver on the lagoon and 21 Avocets in the Harbour.
At Pett the single Surf Scoter was re-found on the sea where there were also 12 Red-throated
Divers and 25 Velvet Scoters (no doubt surrounded by 200 or more Common Scoters and
maybe the same number of Great Crested Grebe though these species are not mentioned).
+++.
At the west end of Sussex Barry Collins again had two Great Northern Divers in Chichester
Harbour off Pilsey Island, and two Brants were on the Pilsey shoreline (though Barry is not
confident that either are 100% pure blooded as there were four juvenile hybrids and their
Brant/Brent parents at Wittering, just across the water, last winter). One of the Divers was seen
from Black Point on Hayling by Mike Collins, who was told by another birder there that a
probable Black-throated Diver had been seen (though I suspect that was one of the two Great
Northerns seen distantly).
At Southsea Castle Richard Ford today found one Purple Sandpiper, one Shag and 7 Sanderling
Not quite so exciting is news of the wintering Blackcaps in Theo Roberts’ garden at Cosham in
Portsmouth (where Theo and Graham Roberts have studied them since the winter of 1969/70).
Graham tells me that on Dec 28 this winter a minimum of 7 Blackcaps (5 males) were present.
Although large numbers of these birds have visited the garden and been ringed the largest day
total reported in Graham’s article in the 1995 Hampshire Bird Report was 16, recorded in
February 1994, and there is still plenty of time for that total to be beaten this winter if the hard
weather being experienced in the USA reaches us.
MON 30 DEC
The highspot of today’s news as far as I am concerned is that a drake Smew has returned to the
Blashford Lakes at Ringwood where it was seen by Rosi Woods (who also saw just one
Bewick’s Swan at Ibsley). No doubt there are good numbers of Smew in the London area, and
I know of at least 10 at Rye Harbour, but I have no idea why this one bird should ignore all the
other apparently suitable waters between the east coast and the Avon Valley, flying much
further than seems necessary to find a place to spend the winter. During the 1980’s the same
question was raised by two redhead Smew which, for each of six consecutive winters, turned
up at the IBM Lake at Portsmouth in mid-November and stayed until March regardless of the
weather. Presumably, after finding it was a good place to spend the winter in the first year, they
returned through force of habit, but how they hit on the site in the first place must have been a
matter of chance. Another thought provoked by Rosi’s news is that it might well be worth a visit
to the Chichester lakes on New Year’s Day to see if any have returned there - if they have they
are more likely to be seen on the eastern row of pools (Vinnetrow, Runcton and New Lake)
than on Ivy Lake or the Trout Lakes.
Kevin Stouse today walked from Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes. At the start there were 3
Black-necked Grebe in the Chalk-dock Lake off North Binness, and a flock of 30+ Knot on the
mud on the Broadmarsh shore. At the corner where you turn from Broadmarsh on to the path
below the A27 Song Thrush, Dunnock and Robin were all singing and the first of five Stonechat
was seen. On the reserve, passing the building, a Water Pipit flew up from the stream, and on
the lake there were 12 Gadwall among the many other birds. Five Rock Pipits and 20 Pintail
were also seen, and Kevin answers my question about Shelduck by saying that he saw them in
several places and estimates the total on and around the marshes as around 90 birds. +++
Kevin also comments on my recently expressed opinion that Bean Geese seen with Canada
Geese are unlikely to be genuine wild birds, and I must agree that this association is only one
small element in judging the origin of the Bean Geese. On the one hand if the Bean Geese
stick with the Canadas for months at a time (and become like the ‘Baffins Gang’) they are
clearly plastic birds, but if the Bean Geese, after flying in lonely isolation from their kind for

thousands of miles, feel in need of company and happen to land with a flock of other geese who
have found a good feeding area that says nothing bad about their provenance. +++
An interesting thought which Kevin adds was spawned by his observaition of Brent feeding with
Canadas on Farlington Marshes. Kevin says that when Brent are feeding in a flock on their
own there is always at least one of them with its head up on the look-out for danger, but these
Brent all had their heads down feeding, apparently confident in the much larger Canada Geese
either to sound the warning if there was any danger approaching, or to deal with that danger in
a way that protected their smaller relatives from harm. Both Kevin and I would be interested in
other people’s comments on this thought. +++
PLANTS:

SUN 05 JAN
While at the Hayling Oysterbeds in today’s sunshine I found one Sweet Violet flower standing tall
and unfrosted above the lasrge cluster of leaves near the gate entrance to the field which abuts
the pools, and the relative warmth of the water in the Lymbourne stream (having flowed little
distance from where it emerges from its frostproof underground spring) had ensured that
Celandines were flowering as I passed them. In addition to these two I was pleased to find
another eleven species flowering by the Billy Trail in Havant.
SAT 04 JAN
At the IBM Portsmouth site for today’s waterbird count I found the leaf rosettes of Bee orchids
gathering a little winter sunshine to help the plants build up their strength for next summer’s
flowering, and among the ‘still flowering’ plants were both Small Scabious and Sea Aster as
well as the fresh flowers of Winter Heliotrope and Gorse. One plant that was missing today
was Kingcup (they are often flowering in December by the water flowing through the deep
ditches to drain this ‘below sea level’ site - the ditches shield the plants from the wind, the water
is slightly warmed by being used as a heat exchange to cool the big computers, and where the
sun can shine into the dtches there is a pleasant microclimate)
WED 01 JAN
Wind, rain and warm air combined today to give me a list of 33 flowering plants (almost as long as
the birds that I was after) and this did not include the Celandines that I know I could have found
if my route had taken me past them. By the Hayling Billy line behind my garden I found both
Common Fumitory and Annual Wallrocket, in my garden I found Smooth Hawk’s Bead and
Thyme-leaved Speedwell, and elsewhere I added Hedge Mustard, Primroses and Common
Ragwort as well as the expected Winter Heliotrope and Gorse. Perhaps the most unexpected
flowers were Ox-eye Daisy and Red Clover, and by the Langbrook stream both Meadowsweet
and Perennial Sowthistle were still flowering.
TUE 31 DEC
The first bright yellow flower was open on a Lesser Celandine when Brian Fellows was in Brook
Meadow at Emsworth today, and he also found there an extraordinarily early spike of Meadow
Foxtail grass which he describes as flowering but I am not sure if that is in the general sense of
having a complete flowerhead or in the strict sense of seeing the anthers protruding from the
florets.
MON 30 DEC
Brian Fellow’s weekly report from the Brook Meadow site at Emsworth tells me that the list of
flowering plants seen there during the past week has fallen to just 18 species, including three
grasses. As elsewhere the Winter Heliotrope is flourishing (giving off its strong scent) but most
plants are just hanging on - these include Water Figwort, Wild Angelica, Wood Avens and
Feverfew.
INSECTS:
FRI 03 JAN
When making my last update I stuck my neck out and said that Graham Roberts’ sighting of a Red
Admiral on Dec 28 was likely to be the last in Hampshire for the year and so far I have been
proved right, but today Andrew Howard claims the same date for the last in Sussex, seen at his
Petworth home.

TUE 31 DEC
Graham Roberts tells me of what is likely to have been the very last Red Admiral to fly in
Hampshire in 2002, seen in his garden at the southern foot of Portsdown on Dec 28.
MON 30 DEC
Just two caterpillars make today’s news - in the northern New Forest Tony Hale found what was
almost certainly a Fox Moth caterpillar (one of the Woolly Bear type) - these regularly hibernate
through the winter and continue feeding as caterpillars in the spring but maybe this one hasn’t
stopped eating yet! The identity of the other is more dubious as it was found by one of two male
Blackcaps feeding in Mike Rafter’s Romsey garden and disappeared down the bird’s throat - all
we know is that it was yellowish and small enough to be eaten by a Blackcap.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

WED 01 JAN
One of the things I look for on my New Year’s Day outings is Hare and I hoped to see one in the
fields on either side of Woodlands Lane to the east of Stansted House but sadly I failed to do so
this year. Even more sadly, despite seeing five live Fallow does crossing the east park of
Stansted, I had previously seen two dead ones beside the busy Emsworth Common Road one full grown female just within Sussex as you climb up the slope from the small stream that
marks the county boundary and the other a smaller animal (presumably last year’s young) in
the edge of Pond Copse opposite the Westbourne road.
Recently John Goodspeed had a similar sorry tale to tell of what he guessed was the killing of one
of the Portsdown area albino Grey Squirrels by a dog (all he saw was a dog owner hiding in a
bag something white which she had retrieved from her dog). He feared this might be the end of
the line for these creatures but I was pretty confident that the gene which produces these
‘albinos’ was well established in the local Squirrel population and today Graham Roberts tells
me that one of the albinos was seen in his Cosham garden on Dec 29.
A more unusal tale of furry animals is told be Tony Gutteridge who, on Chirstmas Eve, when with
relatives at Adgestone on the Isle of Wight, saw a Dormouse .. {{ sitting sleepily on top of a
flowering fuchsia plant for several hours. It was very clumsy and sometimes fell off but crept
back to the very top of the plant every time. At sunset it vanished into the bush. It was
extremely tame - photos in my camera. }}. I know that for many animals hibernation has almost
gone out of fashion, but I do not think this applies to Dormice, so I suspect that the Dormouse
was not there of its own volition. I think that many Dormice use holes in earth banks as their
hibernation sites, filling them with dry grasses to make a warm, dry winter nest and my guess
would be that this animal had been in such a place which had been overwhelmed by rising
water or falling rain and had sleepily climbed to the highest place it could find in its fuddled state
of mind (maybe the Fuchsia smelt attractive or offered a meal of flowers or fruits). If the
creature is still alive maybe it could be tempted into a hay-lined bird box placed in a sheltered
place above the Fuchsia?
MON 30 DEC
Further signs of spring activity are reported by Brian Fellows from the Brook Meadow site at
Emsworth where he has noticed more than one extra-large molehill and believes these may be
covering the breeding chambers in which females build grassy nests the size of a football to act
as a nursery for their blind and hairless babies. I read that Moles normally breed in February or
March so if these are the so-called Fortresses in which the nests are built the moles are at least
a month ahead of schedule. If they are nests then there should at some stage be at least two
lines of molehills meeting at the Fortress mound - all moles are solitary creatures and each
tunnel system with its line of hills is the work and exclusive property of one mole, the female
builds the nest and will normally chase any other moles out of her tunnels, but there has at
same point to be a meeting with a male so he builds his own tunnel to the Fortress and uses it
for a brief intrusion into her private world. +++
Also in Brian’s weekly report from the Meadow there is a report of a sighting of a Roe buck still
bearing his antlers from last summer. As Roe have their rut in May (out of line with other deer
species which rut in the autumn) the bucks normally shed their antlers in November or early
December to give their new set time to grow ready for the rut in May. The buck seen this week

seems to be leaving it a bit late ...

