WILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS – 2000
BIRDS:

WEEK 52 DEC 25 – 31

SUN 31 DEC
It sounds as if Jason Crook was caught out in the appalling wind and rain that set in this afternoon and
looks set to spoil many a birder’s New Year outing tomorrow – nevertheless Jason reports that he
had a good but brief view of an adult or third winter Ring Billed Gull from the steps leading onto
Budds Mound above the sewage outfall – possibly, though he does not suggest it, the same bird that
was often seen from Broadmarsh slipway in I think two winters ending in March 1999. From the
mound Jason saw the hybrid Ferruginous duck still on Budds Farm pools and a new comer – a first
winter male Scaup – and out on the harbour the female Eider. At Farlington Marshes he saw a first
winter Kittiwake (is this what Ian Thirlwell saw the other day?) and tells us that three (not four) Avocet
have recently been seen on the lake.
Among the usual good selection of info on the SOS website I see this evening that the first 16 Fulmar
have arrived back at their nesting cliffs between Ovingdean and Saltdean immediately east of
Brighton and that a Crane flew north east over Hastings – both reports from Dec 30. Weather driven
arrivals in Sussex yesterday included up to seven Whooper Swans in the River Cuckmere valley
(just west of Beachy Head) and two Bewick’s plus a Glaucous Gull at Rye where there are now 4
Bitterns and where four redhead Smew and 30+ Whitefront Geese were seen on Dec 29 (the single
Waxwing is still in the Winchelsea area and a Green Winged Teal has been seen at the Pevensey
Levels). Of more interest to those over the Hampshire border is news of three Twite in Pagham
Harbour (seen on saltings between Church Norton and Sidlesham – but the report only says they
were ‘possible’ Twite). Seawatchers at Selsey saw two Little Auks and an Arctic Skua fly west this
morning, and at the mouth of Shoreham harbours a flock of 14 Pale Bellied Brent turned up.
This morning I joined the party led by Cath Cooper for a short walk from Havant to Langstone and
Warblington which found few birds on the Langstone shore which was exposed to a fresh, cold south
east wind. A Nuthatch flew from one of the Southbrook Road gardens into Wade Court (where Cath
Cooper had seen two of them yesterday, one Grey Wagtail gave close views as it worked the weeds
of the Lymbourne stream and one Egret flew from from the stream at our approach but we did not
see the Kingfisher at Langstone Mill nor the lone juvenile Brent on the Wade Court meadow. A very
unexpected sight, seen from the Royal Oak through a telescope, was of a male Shoveler swimming
on the choppy water of Sweare Deep close to two female Goldeneye. Well over 500 Brent flew from
the shore fields at Warblington onto the shore and then back, standing their ground as we walked the
path from the shore to the cemetery as if to prevent our right of way (some, but not all, of them did
eventually give way). A couple of Fieldfare in the Castle grounds were the only unexpected birds of
the day, but as we walked back down Pook Lane to return to Langstone I had my first sight this
winter of the big flock of Lapwing (50+, maybe 100) on the Wade Court Farm field.
Although I have seen no ice on Langstone Pond, nor Bedhampton Mill Pool, in the recent cold spell I
guess many inland ponds are hard frozen forcing wildfowl to move to the coast, and today Trevor
Carpenter tells me that a few Coot have appeared on Fareham Creek but the main interest of his
message is that the Great Northern Diver can still be seen there. In a lighter vein he also tells me
that he has this week seen up to seven Long Tailed Tits on his garden nut feeder all at the same time
– can anyone beat this?
SAT 30 DEC
Paul Winter was at the Lower Test reserve today and heard the drumming of a Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker as well as seeing one (are there still thought to be two?) Firecrest. Other birds on his
list were 4 Water Pipits, 3 Stonechat, a Buzzard and 10 Song Thrushes, 6 Redwing and one or more
Fieldfare.
Fieldfare and Redwing are still visiting Gwynne Johnson’s Meon Valley garden at Soberton and a
female Blackcap is in residence there, greatly enjoying the apple halves impaled on the cut stems of
shrubs where they can be consumed with safety (no Squirrels to steal them in this garden).
Large flocks of Brent use the Portsmouth University playing fields at Milton (south east corner of

Langstone Harbour) to feed, and today Ian Thirlwell had a good view from his bedroom window of a
single Pale Bellied Brent among them.
Sheila Burton today came up the Hayling Billy track along the Hayling west shore and saw the large and
impressive flock of Shelduck at the Oysterbeds, then found a separate group of seven Shelduck
near the bridges (not sure if they were in the northern pools or in ‘Texaco Bay’) among which was, in
her words, >> something very reddish << and she asks if it was a Ruddy Shelduck. Not much of a
description to go on, but if it was similar in size and shape to the Shelduck I guess there is a good
chance that it was one. Also in the Stoke Common area were at least six Redwing, and further down
the track she found the ‘Aston Villa’ shore field dead tree, which Little Owls and Egrets have used as
a perch, has blown down.
FRI 29 DEC
Walking past Wade Court at Langstone this morning on my way to the Hayling Oysterbeds I noticed
some 25 Moorhen in the ‘wet meadow’ south of Wade Court but as I watched a scuffle broke out in
mid-field as a Crow atttacked one of the Moorhens which was knocked over onto its back. Three
other Crows flew in to join the attack (or get in the queue for hot Moorhen flesh) but as they did so the
victim struggled to its feet and flew off, dashing for cover hard on the heels of a group of 15
Moorhens which had seen the attack and bolted into the brambles. Brian Fellows was quite
impressed with the sight of 20 or more Moorhens in this field when he walked past it recently, but I
have memories of up to 40 Moorhens feeding in the field not many years back (two sides of the field
are closely bordered by Langstone Pond and the Lynbourne Stream which feeds it, and the original
course of the stream was across this meadow until the flow was diverted into a straight channel to
work the mill wheel and into Langstone Pond which acted as a header tank for the mill, so there is
a lot of good Moorhen habitat around the field). Maybe the decline in the number of Moorhens which
show themselves in the field is related to an increase in attacks by Crows and possibly be Grey
Herons. I was interested to see the single juvenile Brent was still in the meadow, feeding strongly on
the grass.
......Turning my eyes from the meadow to the shore off Langstone Pond I found a good selection of
waders present as the tide began to rise, and prominent near the Dunlin linging the water’s edge
were around 200 Knot. 70 or so Teal were in the shallow water with 18 Shelduck with 200+ Brent off
Warblington, and both Grey Plover and Redshank were well represented but I could only find 10
Black Tailed Godwit (no Barwits or Oystercatcher) and a similar number of visible Lapwing. 12
Merganser and 6 Goldeneye were out on the water and a few Herons, Egrets and Oystercatcher
were on the Northney saltings – another 15 Shelduck were on the Northney shore.
......Reaching Hayling I found a couple of Redwing working the meadow immediately east of the Texaco
garage in the company of Blackbirds, a couple of Mistle Thrushes and two Song Thrushes, while
what was probably a lone Fieldfare was perched on a distant tree showing a grey rump and having a
characteristic ‘looping’ flight as it headed off out of sight (later I found two more Song Thrushes
around the edge of the Oysterbeds so I assume a mixed bag of Thrushes had fled here from hard
weather elsewhere)
......Reaching Stoke Bay south of the Oysterbeds I found two Rock Pipits on the shore – their plump
stature, very dark plumage above and below, and their calls left no doubt of their identity but a good
close look at one gave me a bit of a surprise when I saw its legs were distinctly pinkish rather than
black but I see that the books do say that the legs are a reddish-brown, not black when seen in the
hand. The best sight of the day came at the Oysterbeds where the main pool held a flock of 146
Shelduck, and with two in Stoke Bay and another seven in the ‘finger pools’ of the Oysterbeds a total
of over 150 was very good news (but was the Little Binness area south of Farlington Marshes, where
the main winter flock can usually be seen, deserted?). Heading home I was pleased to see 22
Wigeon off the mouth of the Langbrook stream after finding only four there on my last visit.
At the IBM North Harbour site today Trevor Carpenter watched a Stonechat apparently practising to be
an Osprey and was puzzled at what this bird was really up to. It had perched on a branch
overhanging one of the ‘canals’ which collect up the water of this ‘below sea level’ site and carry it to
the big lake from which it is pumped out into Tipner Lake (Portmouth Harbour). Six times while
Trevor was watching the bird took off, flew down to the surface of the water, dipped its feet into the
water, and flew (Kingfisher like) to a different nearby perch. I suspect the bird was not attempting to
catch fish like an Osprey, and while I do not know what was going on in its mind I will guess that its

feet were very cold and it had found that the water in the canal was relatively warm (at one point it
passes over pipes carrying very hot water as part of a closed system to cool the many large
mainframe computers in the buildings) so the bird was sensibly usng it as a foot warmer.
I have no info on the number of Shoveler now at Baffins Pond where Brian Fellows counted 48 on Nov
28 and 44 on Dec 14, but today Ian Thirlwell had more than 40 on the nearby Swan Lake at Milton
Common. I guess these are the Baffins flock temporarily disturbed, but if they are additional
newcomers Brian has a good chance of beating the all time high count of 52 on Baffins Pond.
THU 28 DEC
The SOS website this evening reports the first Waxwing that I have heard of this winter – its far from us
in the Galley Hill area of Bexhill, but there may be others on their way to us ... Further east there are
5 Bittern and a first winter Little Gull at Rye Harbour (still only one Bittern at Fleet Pond, also reported
today by Mike Wall who says several Mandarin can be seen standing around on the ice of that
pond). At Arlington Reservoir (near Hailsham, north of Beachy Head) there is a redhead Smew and
off Goring (part of Worthing) 200 Merganser and 4 Red Throated Divers were on the sea with a Red
Necked and two Slavonian Grebes seen there on Dec 26.
......Sussex news of birds nearer the Hampshire border includes a report of Long Tailed Duck seen
yesterday (Dec 27) on the Chichester Gravel Pits (West Trout Lake) which sounds as if the drake of
this species seen at Pagham Lagoon from Nov 1 to 15 and then at Chichester from Nov 18 to 25 is
still around. Currently in Pagham Harbour the regular list of 16 Avocent, 2 Pale Bellied Brent, 1
Brant and 1 Spoonbill was present yesterday, and at East Head (West Wittering) the Little Stint
count is down to 8 but the long expected Brant had returned (I think this is the first report of one here
this winter). Seawatching news from Selsey for Dec 27 is of 1 Little Gull, 1 Great Northern and 32
Red Throated Divers, 150 Gannet and 2 Med Gulls. Inland on Dec 26 3 Scaup (one a male) were on
the Arun at Greatham Bridge, downstream of Pulborough and the two Tristis Chiffchaffs remained at
the Coldwaltham sewage works.
Around 4pm today Mark and Alison Barker were at the Hayling Oysterbeds and saw a Spoonbill fly
west into Langstone Harbour over the old railbridge – just possibly the long staying one from
Pagham Harbour? I have not heard any other sightings of this bird but it may well be at Farlington.
An email from Graham Roberts this evening confirmed news which Theo Roberts (Graham’s father)
had used the old fashioned telephone to tell me in the morning, namely that they had yesterday
ringed a juvenile male Firecrest in their adjoining gardens. With a good number of Goldcrest to be
found almost anywhere I am always half expecting one of them to be a Firecrest, but as with Jack
Snipe, they remain elusive and exciting when seen. After Christmas the number of Blackcap in
Theo’s garden can be expected to increase but at the moment only four are in residence, and the
male which was in the garden last winter for the sixth consecutive year has not returned this winter
(nor has the five year run female). In conversation Theo also confirmed (in connection with my
obsservation of the Sparrowhawk seemingly hunting and catching a Robin on the ground under
bushes – see Dec 21) that Sparrowhawks not infrequently launch such ‘ground attacks’ from low
perches. We went on the discuss the diet of Red Kites, and whether they would take birds or other
live prey on the ground to supplement a diet of carrion (which I would have thought to be insufficient
to support the kite population now in this country). Leaving aside the regular feeding of the kites to
lure them to act as a tourist attraction (Theo told me that it is not only farmers and RSPB wardens
which do this – he knows of a pub in the Chilterns were the landlord regularly puts out left over meat
to bring the kites in for the entertainment of his lunch time clientele) it was Theo’s opinion that Kites
will take live prey ranging from worms and beetles found on the ground to small mammals or young
pheasants if the opportunity presents itself. Graham’s other news is that a Peregrine was once more
seen roosting on Chichester cathedral late this afternoon.
I walked to Warblington church this morning and found around 500 Brent in the meadow south of the
cemetery before walking along the shore to Langstone Pond (passing a couple of Chiffchaff working
the sunlit ivy on trees lining the shore). Coming up onto the seawall overlooking the Wade Court ‘wet
meadow’ I was surprised to see a single Brent feeding in this field (where I have not seen any Brent
before) and even more surprised to see it was a juvenile. There were no Teal present as the big pool
was frozen, but as I scanned it a Kingfisher flew over heading for Langstone pond.
In past years there has often been a large gull roost featuring many Lesser Blackbacks on fields by
Southleigh Farm between Havant and Emsworth where the large open fields offer a safe resting

place half way between Chichester Harbour and the big rubbish tip in Southleigh Forest. I haven’t
seen them there this winter but today Mike Collins tells me that large numbers of gulls have been
using the playing fields in the junction of Bartons Road and Wakefords Way in West Leigh, north of
Havant. This site probably gives easier access to the rubbish tip and has the advantage at the
moment of being flooded by the Lavant Stream flowing south from Rowlands Castle alongside the
railway. From the hump-backed bridge (to the north of these playing fields) taking Whichers Gate
road over the railway Mike could see the edge of the Southleigh Forest and recently watched a
Buzzard fly north towards Rowlands Castle.
The Shag remains on Kings Pond at Alton and Moira Doherty tells us that as well as a Wood Duck there
is a ‘half pint’ Canada Goose (race minima) there though as I read the messages both these
supporting acts to the Shag are hearsay rather than actual current sightings.
News from the Southampton area is of the Wide Lane, Eastleigh, Golden Plover flock now numbering
670 birds (seen by Peter Morrison today) and of two Green Sandpiper and three Redwing at the
Lower Test reserve (from Ian Calderwood).
WED 27 DEC
An oiled Red Throated Diver was at the mouth of the Hamble river around 9am this morning when it
was seen by Peter Morrison, and in Chichester Harbour Brian Fellows found four Goldeneye just off
Emsworth harbour – not the first of the winter there (Brian had 2 on Nov 20 and 3 on Nov 30) but
unusual enough there to regard their presence as further evidence of a general build up in
Goldeneye numbers (there were more than usual in the Langstone area this morning)
Two other species that could be increasing as local winter residents with the first snow today are
Redwing and Siskin. Paul Winter had 20 Redwing at the Lower Test reserve today, matching the
arrival of those I saw yesterday in Stansted Forest, and Mike Rafter had the first decent flock of
Siskin (60+) at Bramshaw in the New Forest, helping to answer my question as to where these
finches have got to this winter. While at Bramshaw Mike also had the impressive sight of more than
80 Stock Doves all put up be a Peregrine, and Paul had another Peregrine at the Lower Test.
My morning tour of the Broadmarsh and Langstone areas found a newly arrived pair of Gadwall on
Bedhampton Mill pool and a single male at the Budds Farm pools where the number of species, if
not of birds, was greater than usual with Mallard, Wigeon, Shoveler, Pochard, Tufted Duck and Teal
all present. The only species here in strength was Teal with probably over 100 birds and one
species that was missing was Pintail, but someone who had just been round Farlington Marshes told
me there were over 100 Pintail there as well as 4 Avocet on the lake. Half a dozen Goldeneye were
around Budds Farm outfall with a single Merganser, two Great Crested Grebe and perhaps four
Little Grebe. Even the Wigeon that are usually well represented here were down to just two birds,
and these may later have flown to the mouth of the Langbrook stream were two flew in to join
another lonely pair there. With the tide very high I did not expect to see any waders here (though a
flock of perhaps 50 Grey Plover – probably just arrived in the harbour and not knowing where the
high tide roosts were to be found – flew up the Hermitage Stream before doing a smart about turn
and heading for Chalk Dock). Wildfowl were also sparse on the water off the South Moors, though
there was one flock of 13 Goldeneye with two Merganser and two Great Crested Grebe. Over at
Langstone the water was even more deserted, the only bird of interest being the local Kingfisher
which flew round the outside of the building to perch just in front of the windows to give a private
vewing. In the Wade Court south meadow there were not Teal on the pool and just three Egrets,
plus three Heron, in the trees – another lone Egret was in the Tamarisk pool on the South Moors.
TUE 26 DEC
A chill north east wind had brought small parties of Redwing to Stansted Forest this morning – I saw
perhaps 20 in three groups – so it was the more surprising to hear a Great Spotted Woodpecker
drumming loudly and persistently near the Sling and to hear the ‘wheeo’ spring calls of Nuthatch in at
least two places. Nothing else was out of the ordinary – some 200 Woodpigeon were apparently
feeding on fallen beechmast at the west end of the main avenue and small groups of Chaffinch were
probably after the same food, Blue and Great Tits were numerous (a couple of Blue singing), and I
came across Marsh Tit in three places and saw Tree Creeper and Goldcrest once each. Goldfinch
flew over and at least one Bullfinch was working its way through the trees while one Kestrel and a
pair of Mistle Thrush flew from perches near Rowlands Castle. The water of the Lavant Stream had
caused Woodberry Lane to be closed but its level had fallen sufficiently for it to remain within its

channel within the Stansted boundary so that you could enter the Forest dry-shod from the
Finchdean Road. On my way home I paused to check out Aldsworth Pond where I saw 5 Gadwall,
around 20 Coot and a good half dozen Moorhen but no other birds at all. The vegetation which had
previous almost obscured all the water surface is beginning to succumb to winter and water, and
larger patches of water surface are now visible.
MON 25 DEC
The road name of St Peter’s Close is an apt one for the location of an Old People’s Home but Dunlin
Close is far more suitable for a birdwatcher though it does not guarantee a close up of all bird
species. Ian Thirwell, whose home is in Dunlin Close, can see over part of Langstone Harbour from
at least one window of his home and this morning he had a tantalising glimpse of, in his words, >> a
small flock of gulls flying low & fast along east side of Langstone Hbr towards Eastney. At least one
may have been a kittiwake (1st winter) but the thought of a sab. gull did cross my mind. << He goes
on to ask if anyone can provide confirmation of the gull’s identity, but so far his plea has gone
unanswered, and all I can say is that I would have thought a Sabine’s extremely unlikely after several
almost windless days and that Kittiwake within the harbour are uncommon whereas the bonanza of
Little Gulls along the south coast still continues and a flock of 23 were reported flying east past Rye
Harbour as recently as Dec 21. I know that the size difference should pick out one Little Gull from a
flock of say Black Headed, but what if all the gulls Ian saw were Little Gulls? For the record the list of
Little Gull sightings which I have heard of this week starts last Sunday (Dec 17) with the adult seen
by myself and Kevin Stouse’s party at Budds Farm, and that was probably still there on Dec 19 when
Brian Fellows saw one also at Budds Farm. On Dec 20 Mike Rafter had two first winter birds at
Hurst Castle and on that same day 8 were seen at Brighton Marina (6 there on Dec 18 and 5 on Dec
19). Dec 21 brought sightings of one first winter bird at Coombe Haven (between Bexhill and
Hastings) plus a flock of around 23 of them off Rye, and one first winter was still to be seen at Rye on
Dec 22.
The only other new messages on Hoslist this evening concern garden sightings of Blackcap and Siskin.
In Andover Brian Rickwood had his first male Blackcap sighting in his garden today and Stephen
Harvey in Chandlers Ford had his first garden Blackcap, also a male, on Dec 21 when he also saw a
Siskin in the garden. Brian had put apple halves both on his bird table and under bushes four days
ago and the Blackcap chose to eat those on the bird table – I too occasionally put our halved apples
on the ground, mainly for the thrushes, but the squirrels have usually carried them off within the hour
after eating every grain of bird seed off the bird table. What interested me more than Blackcaps was
news of Siskin of which I have only heard five earlier reports this autumn. 37 flew south over Fleet
Pond on Sep 29. The first arrivals were reported from Hastings on Oct 1 and some were on the move
at Keyhaven on Oct 9. On Nov 6 a flock of 25 was seen in woodland near Alton and on Nov 25 some
were seen in the Alver Valley at Gosport. Maybe some people do not think these birds worth a
mention but I’m pretty sure they are scarcer than usual in Hampshire this winter and I would
welcome news of sightings which disprove this.
PLANTS:
SUN 31 DEC
Walking south down the unmade section of Pook Lane at Warblington with the walk party led by Cath
Cooper this morning I remarked to those near me that this was the place where I usually found my
first Dog’s Mercury flowers of the year but that I was not expecting them until well into January as I
had not seen any young leaves so far. As we neared the shore some people behind us in the walk
caught up and told us they had seen fresh Dog’s Mercury in flower so while I have not seen it I hope
it will be there to go on my New Year’s Day list tomorrow. Very few other flowers have survived the
chill but we did see some heads of Winter Heliotrope still erect (most are bowed down by frost) and
even one plant of Nipplewort still holding up flowers. The warm, sheltered micro-climate of the
Lymbourne stream still has small display of Lesser Celandine apparently unaffected by the frost.
Blue Fleabane was flowering in December on the Hockley viaduct just south east of Winchester where
Pete Selby found it on Dec 21. I know this is supposed to be a summer flower but I have in the past
probably seen it as often in winter months as in July or August in the sheltered environment of the
IBM North Harbour site – this is certainly not true of every year but sufficiently often for me to look for
it on my winter visits to the site. Pete also rightly questions my claim (see Dec 10) of having found

the Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) in Warblington Cemetery – Pete says this plant is a very rare native in
Hampshire and I suspect that I have never seen it, but I do occasionally find a flower which looks
very different in size, shape and colour to the normal Field Pansy that occurs in millions in the fields.
The normal Field Pansy is very small, with petals that are wholly pale creamy yellow, and has a
tendency towards a shallow ‘trumpet’ shape like a violet, whereas the flowers which I assume to be
Viola tricolor are quite a bit bigger, flatter faced, and predominantly violet in colour. Looking in Stace
and in the BSBI Plant Crib I see that I should be looking at the stipules, not the petals, to distinguish
the species. It seems that the critical feature is the shape of the mid-lobe of the stipule – in the
normal Field Pansy this is leaf-like, with some serration around the edge and tending to be ovate in
shape, whereas this lobe on Viola tricolor is thin (lanceolate) and entire (not serrate), and not looking
like a leaf.
WED 27 DEC
Mike Harris rang me this evening to tell me that a Nettle Leaved Bellflower is flowering in his sheltered
Drayton (Cosham) garden at the foot of Portsdown. This plant clearly likes his garden as this is not
the first winter in which he has had one or more of the plants flowering in mid-winter.
TUE 26 DEC
Three veined Sandwort (Moehringia trinerva) was still flowering in the Stansted Forest carpark, but
apart from a little Ivy and Butchers Broom, it was the only flower I saw in a couple of hours wandering
in the woodland
INSECTS:

SUN 31 DEC
Back on Dec 14 Lee Marshall extended my limited knowledge of moths with some background info on
the Light Brown Apple Moth (Epiphyas postvittana) which he often finds at his moth light at Rowner
(Gosport) and also introduced me to the plume moth species Emmelina monodactyla. On Dec 19
and 20 Lee provided further info about his sightings of these moths giving me the impression that
they might well be found in all months of the year despite the more limited flight periods published in
some ‘authoritative’ texts. Today Malcolm Lee, who lives on the north Cornish coast at Port
Gaverne, and whose very detailed studies of insect life over many years have produced
ground-breaking and fascinating data, confirms that he has recorded the two moth species
mentioned above in every month of the year bar January (though observations in February would
hardly have been possible of the moths had not been alive through January). Although he does not
say so explicitly Malcolm’s comments on the origins in this country of many Australian/New Zealand
insect species, which he attributes to the importation of plants to satisfy a Victorian craving for the
latest in the gardening world (Tree Ferns were good enough for them without the ‘added interest’ of
a Charlie Dimmock shown planting them in a most inappropriate tiny garden), indicate that the moths
probably started to arrive in this country around 1860 when Treseder’s nursery was established at
Truro, importing many Australasian species courtesy of the original Mr Treseder’s brother who was
based in Australia. If this is so then Lee Marshall’s statement that Epiphyas only became
established in Cornwall in 1936 is a bit conservative.
OTHER WILDLIFE:
SUN 31 DEC
Some like it hot and very few living things thrive in hard frost but the Velvet Shank fungus is one which
seems to need frost to bring it to life. I had noticed some on logs at Wade Court earlier this week and
today I not only found two clusters of it there but also some ‘new born’ specimens sprouting at
Warblington
TUE 26 DEC
Three or four chains of Molehills in the soft earth of the Stansted Forest main avenue were the only
signs of these creatures I have seen for some weeks, showing that a few are surviving there, but the
bad news about Hedgehogs was increased as I drove home and saw one freshly killed corpse on
the Emsworth Common Road – the small size indicated a youngster.
PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES

(Date, Time and height in metres)

25/12:-10:59-4.6 & 23:24-4.5
26/12:-11:32-4.6 & 23:58-4.5
12:05-4.5
28/12:-00:32-4.5 & 12:38-4.5
29/12:-01:06-4.5 & 13:12-4.4
30/12:-01:42-4.4 & 13:47-4.3
14:23-4.2
01/01:-03:11-4.2 & 15:12-4.1
02/01:-03:55-4.1 & 16:01-3.9
03/01:-04:48-4.0 & 17:00-3.8
18:08-3.8
05/01:-06:54-4.1 & 19:21-3.9
06/01:-07:57-4.2 & 20:28-4.1
07/01:-08:56-4.4 & 21:27-4.3
22:20-4.5
09/01:-10:38-4.7 & 23:09-4.7
10/01:-11:25-4.8 & 23:57-4.8
11/01:& 12:12-4.9
13:00-4.8
13/01:-01:36-4.8 & 13:48-4.7

BIRDS:

27/12:-

&

31/12:-02:20-4.3 &
04/01:-05:49-4.0 &
08/01:-09:49-4.6 &
12/01:-00:46-4.8 &

WEEK 51 DEC 18 - 24

SUN 24 DEC
News of a seawatch made by Richard Prior this morning (I guess at Selsey – the report does not give a
location) includes one item which caught my eye with its implication of spring just around the corner.
The item concerned flotilla of 13 Merganser, and what caught my attention was that four males
among the group were displaying to one female – perhaps the frost forecast for the coming week will
act as a bucket of cold water over their early enthusiam for the joys of spring. Other birds seen by
Richard were 4 Common Scoter, 3 Red Throated Diver (and 1 Great Northern in moult), 5 Pintail, 2
Guillemot, 2 Slav Grebe 3 Eider and 1 ‘gorgeous’ adult Med Gull (put there was no sunshine to show
it off better)
A regular Hampshire Med Gull was seen today on Sturt Pond at Keyhaven by Dave Pearson who also
found one of the Purple Sandpipers on rocks by the cafe at Milford (I had assumed you had to trudge
out to Hurst Castle to see them)
John Shillitoe today saw the 3 Bewick’s Swans on the flooded meadows beside the River Avon near
Ibsley Bridge (SU 150097) where they first arrived yesterday. Neither John Shillitoe or John Clark
mention any Whitefront Geese – are there none in the Avon valley this winter or have the floods
driven them to pastures new? John Shillitoe goes on to tell us that yesterday he cycled along a 2
mile stretch of the Meon north from Mislingford (SU 589141) and saw 8 Little Egrets in places where
they have well established winter fishing beats.
Trevor Carpenter was out walking Fareham Creek during this morning’s high tide and had excellent
views of a Great Northern Diver in the southern section of the creek known as Heavy Reach
opposite the Fleetlands helicopter landing field (SU 586047). Trevor had seen what may have been
the same diver here at the beginning of the month (Dec 9) so it may be a regular hereabouts. In the
same area were 31 Merganser, 10 Goldeneye and a Kingfisher. Only 1 Little Egret was to be seen
(they’ve all gone up-country?) but there was a Greenshank, a Snipe and a Rock Pipit.
A morning walk round the Langstone and Budds Farm area this morning found few birds of interest but
I did meet Chris Slade on the South Moors shore and he told me that he had seen a ringtail Hen
Harrier hunting over Farlington Marshes last Friday (Dec 22) when a Merlin and a Peregrine were
also hunting there. When I met him Chris was trying to make out the identity of a distant large raptor
perched on Bakers Island – by size the bird was probably the Harrier so it may well still be on show
at the Marshes. My own observations were limited to half a dozen Goldeneye and a similar number
of Merganser on the water with Great Crested and Little Grebe (and only 4 Wigeon at the mouth of
the Langbrook where I would have expected at least two dozen, and none at all off Langstone or
Budds Farm), plus a female Bullfinch still eating dried blackberries at Budds Farm. One pair of
Shoveler and half a dozen Pochard were on the Budds Farm pools but I did not see the Sandpiper.
SAT 23 DEC
The SOS website today carries news from Jerry Warne of 110 Golden Plover in the North Walls area of
Pagham Harbour (seen on Dec 21) and corrects the previous report (which I put out yesterday) of
one adult and one first winter Glaucous Gull roosting in the harbour. Jerry says neither bird is a full
adult. For those interested in the ongoing Little Gull saga Sussex news also has reports from the
Rye Harbour area of some 23 Little Gulls heading east on Dec 21 and at least one seen on Dec 22.
At least two Blackbirds were in full song around the open roof of the Chichester multi-story carpark

again this evening when Brian Fellows heard them as I did last night.
FRI 22 DEC
Late news this evening comes from John Clark who has been in the Avon Valley today and saw the first
two Bewick’s Swans of the winter fly in at Ibsley (just north of Ringwood). Also there were two Ruddy
Duck on Spinnaker Lake at Ringwood and 5 Goosander at Ibsley Water – a small group compared to
the flocks in north Hampshire where there are currently 38 on the Eversley gravel pits (SU 8162) with
4 Goldeneye and 290 Wigeon. Down on the coast there is also news today of a Red Throated Diver
showing well at the mouth of the River Hamble around Hook spit (SU 488 052) – seen by Peter
Morrison this morning.
Paul Winter was at the Lower Test reserve today watching both Peregrine and Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker when a Goosander flew onto the water of the Test near the old road bridge at
Redbridge. While Goosander are regular and numerous winter birds in the north of Hampshire they
still arouse a lot of interest when they turn up in south Hampshire. Although the lower Test is not a
place where they are regularly seen John Norton did see a male displaying to a female here on Dec
16 last winter – maybe visitors to the reserve are missing out on a bird that is regularly on the river
just out of their sight?
Another question is posed by Richard Ford’s report today from Kings Pond at Alton where he found the
Shag looking healthy and happy. I’m not quite sure how you judge the happiness of a Shag, but
leaving that question aside it is clearly finding plenty of food there though I doubt it has taken to
eating bread despite a story relayed by Richard that when local people throw bread for the ducks the
Shag joins them in the bread queue. The question is ‘What does the Shag eat?’
Brian Fellows, like myself and many others, has found difficulty in getting time off for birding in the past
few days and has mainly relied on his garden for birding interest such as a small flock of Long Tailed
Tits passing through this morning. He did however get a chance to check out the town Mill pond
today and found 104 Mallard present – last December his maximum count there was 98, not
exceptionally high as he had 110 at Baffins Pond in Dec 99 and I see John Clark had 204 on the
Blashford Lakes near Ringwood.
My own birding highlight today came at dusk when I returned to my car parked on the roof of the
Chichester multi-storey carpark and heard full and fluent song from (I think) three separate
Blackbirds in trees on three sides of the carpark. I wonder how widespread dusk Blackbird song is in
December? Sonia Bolton claims it is regular in Winchester but otherwise I have heard only of ‘one
off’ reports.
The Sussex website this evening tells me that there are 2 Glaucous Gulls coming to roost in Pagham
Harbour each evening (an adult and a first winter bird) together with 8 Med Gulls. The Spoonbill still
frequents the Sidlesham Ferry fields but when Paul Becket tried to see it today it had just been
spooked by the resident Peregrine and was keeping out of sight. At least 3 Eider are sometimes in
the harbour. Pulborough Brooks has a Black Redstart and a little downstream on the Arun two
‘tristis’ type Chiffchaffs are said to be at the Coldwaltham sewage works. If you want the best
chance of seeing a Black Redstart try Southwick (at the Shoreham end of Hove) where 5 are
reported. In East Sussex there is said to be a Little Gull, a Yellow Legged Gull and at least 10 Water
Pipits plus 2 Jack Snipe at Coombe Haven (between Bexhill and Hastings)
While thinking of Sussex birds I would encourage all who bird in the county to join the Sussex
Ornithological Society if only to get a regular copy of the county’s annual bird report. My copy of the
report for 1999 dropped through my letter box this morning and while I have not had a chance to
check it out in detail I can see that the quality and interest is up to the usual standard. There is a
report on Nightingales in the county (based on the national survey of these birds in the spring of
1999) which I want to read, and my ‘flick through’ found superb photos of male Red Footed Falcon
(in East Sussex), the Gull Billed Tern at Chichester gravel pits, and of a Cattle Egret at Ovingdean
(Brighton) which was caught with its bill open which really does need someone to add a bubble to tell
us what it was saying. I suspect that you can join via the excellent website (www.susos.org.uk) but if
not subs are £10 a year and the membership secretary is John Trowell at “Lorrimer”, Main Road,
Icklesham, Winchelsea, East Sussex TN36 4BS
Today’s issue of the Portsmouth NEWS devotes most of a page to the story of a Pied Wagtail which
has just been evicted from the Palmerston Road (Southsea) branch of the Nat West Bank after it had
staged a two day sit-in strike there. The reasons for this strike action are not given, and it is

understood that the bird did not make off with any money, and the only point of this story is to confirm
the Pied Wagtail’s liking for heat which we have discussed recently (see Dec 9). I don’t imagine the
Wagtail found much food in the bank but it resisted many attempts by staff, customers and the
RSPCA to ‘shoo’ it out. One theory is that it had fallen in love with a model of a Robin on the bank’s
Christmas tree (the Wagtail seemed keen to cuddle up to this dummy bird) but I remain convinced
that the Wagtail was really after the high temperature in the building.
THU 21 DEC
Pat Morrisey’s garden in Berkeley Square (near Warblington station) in Havant was today chosen by a
hungry juvenile male Sparrowhawk as its source of food. Pat saw it arrive, go into some bushes and
thence onto the ground, eventually appearing on her lawn with an unidentified bird which it spent
more than half an hour plucking before flying off with the oven ready corpse. By chance I turned up
while it was still there and I was slightly puzzled by the hawk’s plumage – the upper parts had the
brown of a female or juvenile but the flanks had the orange tinge of a male so I guess it was one of
last summer’s young birds now shedding its juvenile plumage for that of an adult male. Other
pointers to its immaturity were the fact that the orange was limited to the flanks (none across the
breast), the wings contained at least half a dozen white patches where feathers were in the process
of being discarded, and its method of hunting – from what Pat told me it did not catch its prey in flight
but grabbed it on the ground under a bush where it was presumably hiding (though it may have been
retrieving a prey item which it had struck in the air but failed to hold. Later in the day Pat brought me
some of the plucked feathers to determine what the prey species was and the best I can do is to say
it was probably a Robin (just one or two downy feathers have the distinctive orange red of a Robin’s
breast but the majority are a greyish brown which could well be Robin but could come from other
birds – I am slightly puzzled to see that some of the wing feathers have an orange tinge along their
‘thinner side’ which would not normally show in flight)
Changing the subject from Robins to Redstarts I have a message today from Colin Law correcting the
location of the latest observation of the Worthing area Redstart from Durrington to Broadwater (TQ
1405 or thereabouts) much closer to the original sighting in square TQ 1706
The few books which I have that give the food preferences of bird species say that both Chiffchaff and
Yellow-browed Warbler are strictly insectivorous, and the tendency of wintering Chiffchaff to cluster
round sewage farms and along streams co-incides with the availability of insect food in winter but the
calls of Chiffchaff can be heard in recent winters in all sorts of places and so it is interesting to read
that David Harper is hearing them in the dry downland habitat of the University of Sussex campus at
Falmer to the north east of the ‘city’ of Brighton. Far more interesting is the fact that David has been
following his Chiffchaffs around with the avian equivalent of a ‘poop scoop’ in order to collect and
analyse their droppings which prove that a fair amount of fruit is included in their diet. Unlike
Blackcaps and Thrushes which grab a berry and swallow it whole our delicate leaf warblers just peck
at the fruits (mainly Ivy, Spindle or Dogwood) as Tits peck at peanuts. Tantalisingly David tells us
that there is a Yellow-browed Warbler currently in the Brighton area which has not yet demonstrated
the ability to eat fruit – I wonder who will be the first to see it peck at vegetable rather than animal
food?
Ian Watts today recorded 464 Golden Plover and 165 Lapwing on the Wide Lane playing fields at
Eastleigh.
Steve Mansfield adds to the potential interest of Kings Pond at Alton for birders by saying that it used to
have a resident Wood Duck in recent years and he asks if it can be seen along with the Shag that is
now in residence.
WED 20 DEC
The latest update of the SOS news has some staggering seawatch figures from Brighton marina.
Today 150 Red Throated Divers and a total of 920 Auks were counted. To add a little interest there
was a Long Tailed Skua and among the also rans were 8 Little Gulls, 16 Pintail, 60 Fulmar and 60
Gannet, 220 Kittiwake and 230 Wigeon. Yesterday there was a possible Sooty Shearwater and a
Black Throated Diver but only 70 Red Throated Divers with an Arctic Skua, five Little Gulls and six
Pintail. On the 18th the Little Gull count was six, and on Sunday (Dec 17) there were 800 Auks and
165 mixed Divers seen.
......Other Sussex news is of two Yellow Legged Gulls in the Shoreham area (River Adur) and of a first
winter Glaucous Gull roosting in Pagham Harbour (I think these both relate to Dec 19 but I don’t

know if the Glaucous Gull is a more reliable report than was the previous one)
Mike Rafter was at Hurst Beach today where his major find was of a first winter Ring Billed Gull – the
gull was alive but the other unusual find, of a first winter Puffin, was sadly of a dead corpse. Other
birds of interest included two first winter Little Gulls and singles of Red Throated and Great Northern
Divers. One Razorbill and five Guillemots were present along with two Goldeneye, two
Greenshank, four Eider and 20 Merganser.
Last Monday (Dec 18) I quoted a report from the SOS website of a Black Necked Grebe on Storrington
Pond, and when I looked at my map I found there were some large ‘ponds’ (I think flooded sand
quarries) to the east of Storrington which looked as if they might have quite a lot of interesting bird
life. Today, however, Ken Hearne tells me that what he knows as Storrington Pond is a small ‘duck
pond’ in the angle of the A283 and the Amberley Road at the west end of the village (TQ 083145)
which is an unlikely place for a Black Necked Grebe.
A note from Brian Fellows today listing birds heard in Brook Meadow at Emsworth mentions Blue Tit as
either singing or calling and this reminds me that since the frost last Friday I have heard quite a lot of
song from Great Tit (not unusual in winter) but also quite frequent bursts of the ‘silly laugh’ song of
Blue Tit which in my experience is not sp frequently heard until spring.
TUE 19 DEC
Lee Marshall checked out Haslar Creek today but could not find the Goosander and reports that one of
the places that it sometimes gets to is the lake behind Fort Gilkicker. Two species not regularly
reported from Haslar but seen today were a lone Reed Bunting and a total of more than 48 Ringed
Plover with 8 Dunlin. There were also a few Linnet and a flock of 50+ Greenfinch around the Naval
cemetery at the west end of the creek and 19 Dabchick with 3 Goldeneye and 7 Merganser on the
water with 3 Egrets at the waters edge.
Brian Fellows could not find any Purple Sandpiper at Southsea Castle this morning but did see a smart
adult Shag with two immature birds. Later he saw another Shag at Eastney near the Hayling Ferry,
another regular spot to see them in winter, but a report via Moira Doherty that a Shag has been on
Kings Pond at Alton (SU 723394 – just south of Alton rail station) for the past two weeks sent me to
my Birds of Hampshire to check the record of inland sightings. I find that since 1983 there has been
one bird reported from an inland site in each year, the birds seemingly turning up at different places
each time (in Jan 1985 one even landed on a sixth floor window sill of a Basingstoke office block,
presumably thinking it was a cliff ledge). In the 83/84 winter one bird, also at Basingstoke, stayed
from September to April.
......While in Southsea Brian counted 80 Swans on the Canoe Lake (a new December record for the
site) and proved there are fish in that pond by seeing a Comorant catch one. 8 Cormorant were on
Baffins Pond along with 96 Mallard and 36 Tufted Duck. 18 Moorhen there was the highest count for
the site this year. 4 Canadas and 1 white Emden Goose were the only birds of their tribe – the
Barnacles and Snow Goose still presumably being at Titchfield.
In view of the increased number of Knot at Emsworth yesterday it is interesting to see that Mike Collins
saw around 23 of them on the mud near the Budds Farm outfall last Saturday. I think this is the first
sighting of them there this winter, and a few years ago I would have been very surprised to hear of
them here in the north of the harbour as they then seemed restricted to the south (near the Kench)
though good numbers could sometimes be seen from Farlington Marshes, but for the past three
years or so small flocks have been seen in the Broadmarsh and Langstone areas fairly regularly. I
think they are also relative newcomers to the Emsworth mud but am not sure of this. Today Brian
Fellows searched the Hermitage Stream south of the A27 for the Goosander which Mike Collins saw
off Budds Mound last Saturday but could not see it. Brian then went to Budds Farm pools and saw
the adult Little Gull still feeding near the big black pipe, with the Common Sandpiper on the concrete
bar near by.
The Sussex website today reports that a Common Redstart was seen yesterday morning less than five
miles west of the one reported recently (see Dec 11) near the River Adur. The new sighting,
probably of the same bird, was in the Durrington area of Worthing (around TQ 1005?)
MON 18 DEC
John Goodspeed was at the Hayling Oysterbeds this afternoon and saw a pair of Common Scoter in
the Langstone channel drifting in on the tide. A single Guillemot and one (maybe two) Slavonian
Grebe were in the same area and at least six Black Necked Grebe were seen.

This morning Brian Fellows found a considerable increase in the number of Knot on the mud of
Emsworth Harbour – where there had been 42 on Saturday (and only 15 on Nov 20) there were 164
present today. Plenty of Dunlin, around 1000, and Brent (210) were present but only 15 Shelduck
were seen. Numbers in the Millpond were down to just 33 Mute Swan (the Black Swan is still there),
92 Mallard and just one Canada Goose with one Egret.
Barry Collins carried out another full count of Egrets coming to the Thorney Island roost at dusk last
Friday (Dec 15) and recorded another record total for the time of year with 210 birds (last year’s
December count was 146, and that of course was an increase over all previous years). When on
Thorney yesterday Barry sought out wintering Whimbrel in a place that they have favoured in
previous winters and found two of them in residence – elsewhere on the island a first winter Little
Gull was a surprise (not likely to stay) and up to four Cetti’s have been heard.
Other news from Sussex for Sunday (Dec 17) is that the Grey Phalarope was back at Widewater
(Lancing), 3 Purple Sandpiper were at Shoreham harbour with a Black Redstart (another of these
was at Cuckmere Haven), and a Black Necked Grebe was on Storrington Pond (is this one of the
flooded sand pits around TQ 106140?), while 19 Avocets were in Pagham Harbour and the
Spoonbill was in fields near Sidlesham Ferry. An hour’s seawatch at Selsey on Saturday morning
(Dec 16) produced 5 Red Throated Divers, 17 Common Scoter, 8 Eider and 4 Guillemot
Further east in Sussex on Saturday 8 to 10 Ring Necked Parakeets were seen at Warnham (TQ 1533
a mile or so north west of Horsham) and on Friday (Dec 15) two Swallows were seen at Bexhill.
Much closer to the Hampshire border David Parker tells me that both Robins and Goldfinch have taken
to visiting his Forestside garden nutholder and feeding on peanuts – they obviously don’t listen to the
dieticians who tell us to lay off the nibbles at Christmas parties and these birds probably don’t even
know how to count calories.
Mike Wall tells us today how he trudged around his alloted 1 km square for the BTO Winter Farmland
Bird Survey (near Overton on the upper Test a few miles west of Basingstoke) and found little to
record until he came on one small corner of a field that had probably been left as game cover and
was full of seedy weeds. In this one patch, only 50 square metres in extent, were more birds than in
the whole of the rest of the square (by my reckoning a 1km square holds 1 million square metres).
55 Goldfinch, 5 Goldcrest and a Chiffchaff headed the list, but there were also 35 Greenfinch, 10
Linnet, 10 Yellowhammer and 20 Chaffinch warily feeding (there comings and goings made counting
difficult). Last but not least were 2 Reed Bunting which I find extremely scarce this winter. Mike’s
pleasure at finding this show of birds seems to have made up for the weariness of trudging empty
fields
Russell Wynn, Tim Parminter and Ben Darvill were back in the Keyhaven area on Saturday (Dec 16)
where the regular young male Marsh Harrier is growing full adult plumage, indicating that it is very
likely that it is the same bird that was there last winter in second winter plumage. A single Jack Snipe
among 40 Common Snipe was a nice surprise, but not so big a surprise as seeing a single Kittiwake
flying south from a trip inland (I think these are the least likely of our gulls to fly overland for any
length of time). Other birds seen included a juvenile Pale Bellied Brent and what I think are the
roaming double act of a Pinkfoot and Whitefront that are unlikely to be wild birds. Two Greenshank,
two Eider and two Guillemot were seen along with one Dartford Warbler and a Peregrine. (None of
those rare Reed Buntings that Mike Wall had at Overton?)
PLANTS:
SUN 24 DEC
Fools Parsley was flowering on waste ground in Havant this morning and Cow Parsley was out by the
Lymbourne Stream but the rest of some two dozen plant species in flower were all ones I would
expect though some of them are getting more difficult to find as winter progresses –I only saw one
Creeping Thistle and Water Forget me not in one place, and although Ivy still shows many yellow
flowerheads it is difficult to find any still retaining anthers.

INSECTS:

SUN 24 DEC

Last Friday (Dec 22) a Peacock butterfly was flying in a Woodingdean (Brighton) garden, probably seen
by Colin Law during a pause between the regular visits of a Merlin to his garden, and within the last
few days Chris Slade has seen a Small Tortoiseshell flying over the Broadmarsh area here at
Havant. With little or no sunshine to wake them it is likely that the cause of their exposure to the
elements (and almost certain death as a result) is the turning on of heat in spare bedrooms in which
Christmas visitors will soon be staying ...
FRI 22 DEC
Last Wednesday evening (Dec 20) Lee Marshall had his moth light on but all he found in the trap the
next morning was a single Ichneumon of the species Ophion luteus (a common red-bodied,
sometimes black tailed, Ichneumon of late summer and autumn). I read that it lays its eggs in the
bodies of various caterpillars and I think that a diligent search would still find plenty of caterpillars in
your garden and where there is a host it is not unusual to find its parasite...
WED 20 DEC
Another six December Moths came to Lee Marshall’s light in Rowner last night and with them was
another contender for a year round flying title (see yesterday’s entry re Epiphyas postvittana). Last
night’s extra find was of a Plume Moth called Emellina monodactlya (English name of One fingered
Little Emily??) which Lee says is officially supposed to be on the wing from Sept through the winter
to April but which he has recorded in both May and August.
TUE 19 DEC
Lee Marshall had seven December Moths in his trap (at Rowner, Gosport) last night but I guess he was
more interested to find a single specimen of the Light Brown Apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana)
which seems set to be present all year round. On Dec 14, when he told us of the moth’s history in
this country, Lee said he had recorded this species at his light from March 13 to Nov 28, and if he
finds more specimens in Jan and Feb that will demonstrate that this recent introduction is now on the
wing in every month of the year.
The Hampshire branch of Butterfly Conservation got some good publicity for the recently published
‘Butterflies of Hampshire’ book when a double page spread appeared in the Portsmouth NEWS
yesterday featuring an interview with Matthew Oates. I hope that the picture of Matthew holding a
huge butterfly net and apparently just about to enter a wood and catch everything in sight did not
give the wrong impression to the uninitiated, but the text certainly gave the impression that there will
soon be very little in the way of butterflies for anyone to see or catch. Matthew quotes the virtual
demise of the Marsh Fritillary, which was reasonably abundant in the county in the early 1980s, as
an example of what has happened to most of our butterfly species, attributing its decline to loss of
habitat, and ‘islandisation’ (to quote David Attenborough) of what remains, arising from the building
of the M3. Even the construction of the motorway is not entirely a bad thing and Matthew says that
the recent spread of the Essex Skipper is in some measure due to its liking for the motorway verges.
OTHER WILDLIFE:
FRI 22 DEC
I commented recently on the fate of moles in the present floods, but not many people are into the
business of rescuing them from the hazards facing wildlife whereas flea-ridden Hedgehogs are
welcomed by animal lovers with open arms. In today’s copy of the Portsmouth NEWS I read that
local wildlife rescue centres have recently been inundated with Hedgehogs (Penny Cooper is quoted
as saying that hundreds of them have come to Brent Lodge). The story in the paper is about a
couple at Finchdean who have taken in a number of Hedgehogs and today had a visit from Father
Christmas from Asda in Havant who arrived with 5,700 tins of catfood to feed the Hedgehogs – that
sounds like a pretty good Christmas dinner for them. As an aside I was thinking when I read in the
Portsmouth NEWS today about the Wagtail in the Southsea bank that the same paper had a few
years ago described how two employees at another bank brought baby Hedgehogs in to work with
them as they needed regular feeding and could not be left at home un-attended (when not working
these two people ran what they called the Spikey Ball Hedgehog Hospital). If you are in the area and
want the pleasure of storing a Hedgehog over winter then Brent Lodge would love to hear from you –
just ring 01243-641672 to book yours.

PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES

(Date, Time and height in metres)

18/12:-04:37-4.4 & 16:54-4.1
19/12:-05:43-4.3 & 18:04-4.0
19:15-4.0
21/12:-07:54-4.4 & 20:19-4.1
22/12:-08:49-4.4 & 21:15-4.2
23/12:-09:38-4.5 & 22:04-4.3
22:46-4.4
25/12:-10:59-4.6 & 23:24-4.5
26/12:-11:32-4.6 & 23:58-4.5
27/12:& 12:05-4.5
12:38-4.5
29/12:-01:06-4.5 & 13:12-4.4
30/12:-01:42-4.4 & 13:47-4.3
31/12:-02:20-4.3 & 14:23-4.2
15:12-4.1
02/01:-03:55-4.1 & 16:01-3.9
03/01:-04:48-4.0 & 17:00-3.8
04/01:-05:49-4.0 & 18:08-3.8
19:21-3.9
06/01:-07:57-4.2 & 20:28-4.1

20/12:-06:51-4.3 &
24/12:-10:21-4.6 &
28/12:-00:32-4.5 &
01/01:-03:11-4.2 &
05/01:-06:54-4.1 &

WEEK 50
DEC 11 - 17
BIRDS:

SUN 17 DEC
This morning I much enjoyed a walk with Kevin Stouse’s party along the Langstone shore from
Warblington church in the east to Budds Farm outfall in the west. Walking down Church Lane at
Warblington before joining the party I was passed by Diana Bright as she drove out of the Castle
where she lives and she stopped to tell me that the Little Owl has twice been seen recently on
telegraph posts in the private grounds of the Castle. The Warblington shore had a good variety of
birds including Ringed Plover close to the shore and Goldeneye on the water but no Golden Plover
(at one point well over 200 Lapwing flew up from the Langstone village shore) and only seven
Shelduck. The Wade Court ‘wet meadow’ had a good 50 Teal on the pool and 21 Moorhen around it,
and people had good views of both Green and Greater Spotted Woodpeckers in trees above the
Lymbourne stream, but for me the highlight of the outing came at Langtone Pond where a ‘Pic, pic,
pic’ call going on monotonously for several minutes from the reeds convinced me that a Water Rail
was present, and this was proved when the bird flew from the reeds into equally thick cover along the
stream shore of the pond. One Chiffchaff was working the reeds close to us here.
......The South Moors gave us views of both male and female Kestrel, one Snipe and half a dozen
Skylark showing well on the short grass but there was nothing of great excitement until we were on
Budds Mound and one adult Little Gull performed well, both flying and on the water, on the water
coming from the ‘big black pipe’ behind the concrete strip. The Common Sandpiper was on top of
the grass bank behind this strip of water but no Phalarope were seen. On the water by Budds Farm
outfall were the first three Pintail (two males and a female) I have seen here this winter, with perhaps
twenty Wigeon and a few Goldeneye. A lone Black Tailed Godwit stood among Redshank by the
shore and I was told that Sue Morrison has counted the vast flock of them at Titchfield Haven within
the past few days and reckons there are 2,500 of them. From Budds Mound a lengthy scan of the
glassy smooth water of the harbour eventually picked up a group of six Black Necked Grebe just off
the Oysterbeds (too far off to see colours or domed foreheads, but the size, shape and proportions of
neck and body left little doubt) and as we walked along the South Moors shore we not only saw a few
Turnstone but also watched 9 Egrets fishing in a small area. Another seven Shelduck were off the
mouth of the Langbrook stream and a Kingfisher flew upstream.
......The above was my impression of what was seen on Kevin’s walk but in tonight’s messages I see
three different accounts of what was in the area covered by Kevin’s walk (bearing out my theory that
any two people walking the same route will see quite different things – this theory is the basis of my
reason for running this website, which is to provide a platform for sharing info so that I and others can
have a fuller view of ‘what’s about’). Firstly, Kevin himself put an account of the walk on Hoslist,
revealing that half a dozen Golden Plover and a Knot were seen by some of the party without my
being aware of it, and that there were at least three more Black Necked Grebe than the six which I
saw. Secondly, Lee Marshall visited the Budds Mound viewpoint (I guess in the afternoon when the
tide was higher as he was a Browndown in the morning seeing 6 Dartford Warblers) and he saw 15
Black Necked Grebe, a Great Northern Diver and the female Eider which we had been on the

look-out for but not seen. From the mound he counted 15 Egrets and more than 25 Little Grebe, and
he mentions three Rock Pipits and a Grey Wagtail which we had seen but not mentioned – the Rock
Pipits because they were only heard flying over and the Grey Wagtail because they are now so
numerous. The third contributor to the pot of what was around was Brian Fellows who walked the
Warblington to Langstone section later than Kevin and found, for example, that the Brent which had
all been on the shore when we passed had moved onto the fields, and that the number of Egrets in
the field at the corner of Church and Pook Lanes had risen to 13 from the 5 we saw (incidentally the
37 Egrets which I saw there recently were in the field to the west of the grazing field where the Egrets
were this morning – in the large arable field now apparently set aside). More significantly some 250
Golden Plover had arrived on the mud after we left.
Yesterday I reported that a male Blackcap was a newcomer to my garden but assumed it was one that
had been in the area for the best part of a month, and it was just chance that I happened to see it
then and not before. Today I am not so sure as I see that both Geoff and Lin Rogers (who I believe
to live in the Winchester area), and Phil Lord at Romsey, between them report three newcomer male
Blackcaps in their gardens this weekend. On top of that Phil Lord and David Thelwell noticed a large
number of Goldcrest (over 30) around the flooded Fishlake meadows by the Test just north of
Romsey, and they had more than five Chiffchaff there while Paul Winter had six in the Nursling area.
Maybe a break in the stormy weather, and a south east wind, had brought us a new batch of
immigrant passerines. Regardless of where the birds came from it is interesting to hear that many of
the Goldcrest were feeding on seeds of plants whose lower stems were submerged in the flood
water, and that a party of eight Redpoll at Fishlake meadows were perching on brambles protruding
above the flood water and from them feeding on Alder cones which were floating on the water.
In addition to the Goldcrest seen in the flooded Fishlake Meadows by David and Phil there were plenty
of wildfowl – 200+ Wigeon, 80+ Tufted Duck, Mallard, Teal, Gadwall, Shoveler, Pochard and at least
4 Water Rail. And in addition to the Chiffchaff seen by Paul Winter in the Nursling area (one of them
probably a Tristis bird) Paul heard that up to 21 Water Pipits had been in the Lower Test reserve
recently and the two Firecrest are still around.
I had just about given up hope of seeing a Goosander back in the Langstone area this winter, but today
Les Stride told me that he had seen one near the Oysterbeds as long ago as Dec 2, and in tonight’s
mail I have a message from Mike Collins to say that he saw one on the water below Budds Mound
yesterday. It seems that there is one in Langstone Harbour but it is at least as elusive as the Gosport
one (which was seen yesterday in Workhouse Lake at Gosport by Ian Calderwood). It would seem
that the Langstone bird has found a new secret hideaway this winter and I wonder who will be the
first to find out where it spends most of its time.
A note on the SOS news website warns us that the report of a Glaucous Gull, a Great White Egret and
84 Little Egret in Pagham harbour which I copied on Dec 10 ‘may not be true’. Hopefully more
accurate info which I picked up today tells me that a Swallow flew past Brighton Marina on Friday
(Dec 15) while on Wed (Dec 13) a possible Leach’s Petrel was seen flying at Brighton and another
(or the same) was found dead on the shore. Earlier this week the Spoonbill was still at Sidlesham
Ferry and two Brant were somewhere in Pagham harbour and there were five Scaup and a Short
Eared Owl at Rye. Yesterday a single Grey Phalarope was at Lancing and there were 4 Smew
(including 1 drake) at Rye with 2 Whitefront Geese (more genuine than the two in Hampshire?), and
today Colin Law has found flocks of 25 Corn Bunting and 25 Yellowhammer on his local downs east
of Brighton while a Merlin can regularly be seen from the windows of his house.
My last message tonight is from Ben Darvill who has been on a trip to Brownsea Island and seen the
flock of over 500 Avocet currently there. There were also over 600 Black Tailed Godwit, a Spoonbill
and many other birds plus a glimpse of 3 Red Squirrels. Back in Hampshire on Firday (Dec 15) Ben
found a flock of 20 Siskin in Alders near the Itchen Valley Country Park, and in the park came on a
total of 15 Roe Deer in groups of up to five.
SAT 16 DEC
The Havant Wildlife Group walked around Emsworth harbour this morning and Brian Fellows tells me
they saw 42 Knot back on the mud along with 26 Black Tailed Godwit (I have the impression that
most of the Langstone area birds have recently disappeared, probably going to join the 2,500 at
Titchfield). There were plenty of Dunlin and a good flotilla of 19 Merganser but only 8 Shelduck and
18 Lapwing to be seen. 50 Golden Plover (one Grey among them) flew over (probably en route from

Langstone to Thorney) and all five of the common species of gull were present. Elsewhere in
Emsworth three Song Thrushes were singing and in the flooded section of Brook Meadow a
Goldcrest was feeding on the seeds of Hogweed sticking out above the water – this observation ties
in with a similar one made by David Thelwell and Phil Lord on the flooded Fishlake Meadows at
Romsey (see Dec 17 above) and makes me wonder if the Goldcrests were more interested in small
insects marooned among the seed heads than in the seeds. Flooding will have driven millions of
living things from their normal habitat, making plants heads a focal point for any creepy crawlies that
can climb but not fly. On a similar subject I was hearing today how cabbages taken from flooded
fields have earthworms nestling among their leaves – I doubt the worms climbed the plant stems but
they may have floated up on the water and crawled onto anything solid they could find.
At lunchtime a male Blackcap was in our garden (several previous sightings this winter have all been of
females) and a brief cycle trip to Budds Farm in the afternoon gave me good views of a Kingfisher
working the gravel quay bay at the mouth of the Brockhampton stream. Also in that bay, with the sun
almost set, I was surprised to see four male Merganser actively fishing – the surprise was partly at
seeing males only but much more because of the time of day. Someone may well correct me but I
have always had the impression that all Mergansers fly out of the harbour well before dusk to spend
the night on the open sea, and that you are unlikely to see any of these birds after 3pm on winter
days.
With Song Thrushes bursting into song everywhere a first impression is that there are a lot more about
than we realised, but with that thought comes the one suggesting that this apparent increase in
numbers is just the result of a temporary winter influx of continental birds. If anyone has hard
evidence that the continental birds do take up territories, and use regular song post, during their
winter stay I would like to hear it but at the moment I am inclined to believe that the winter visitors
behave much as their cousins the Redwing and Fieldfare, i.e. wander the countryside in flocks,
sometimes stopping for a period at a good feeding place but never setting up individual territories.
The very flimsy evidence on which I base this theory comes partly from winter encounters with small
groups of Song Thrush forming loose flocks (as in Huckswood Lane last Thursday) and partly from a
delightful note received this evening from Gwynneth Wilkey in Farnham who clearly has at least one
Song Thrush that remains in its breeding territory through the winter. She says >> I am lucky
enough to have a hand tame song thrush in the garden. (He was trained with a copious supply of
waxworms during the breeding season!). He and the robin normally arrive together. The robin will
come to my bare hand; the thrush lands on a saucer held on my palm. There is a bit of difference in
the weight!. Both birds repay me with staying near me when I'm gardening and singing softly! <<
Earlier in her note Gwynneth describes what I would think is a typical example of continental birds (in
this case Blackbirds) suddenly appearing at a food source, staying while the food lasts, then moving
on. On this she says >> We have masses of blackbirds in Farnham at the moment. Where I work has
a lot of berry-bearing trees in the grounds (nice of them to lay on my birdwatching for me!). Normally
at this time of year, they are filled with redwings (and sometimes bullfinches and blackcaps). Until
this morning when a few more redwings had arrived, I had only seen singleton redwings this year.
Instead they have been filled with blackbirds. One day this week there were at least 15 blackbirds in
2 adjacent white berried sorbuses (and more on the ground nearby). Do I assume that they are
continental visitors? << Gwynneth originally contacted me (see entry for Dec 8) to report a Blackbird
in full song at Havant rail station to which my reaction was that this was a one off and that I would not
expect to hear the Blackbird continuing to sing regularly but in a converstation today with Sonia
Bolton I learn that in her Winchester garden Blackbird song (or at any rate sub-song) can now be
heard each evening when the weather permits. Can they be heard regularly where you live?
Both Andy Collins (today) and Mike Rafter (yesterday) report sightings of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
(at Netley Castle and Needs Ore respectively), reminding us that with trees now bereft of leaves
there is a chance of seeing these birds even before they start calling in January or February. At
Needs Ore Mike also saw two Marsh Harriers, a Barn Owl, a Great Northern Diver and both Merlin
and Peregrine. Andy Collins had a Great Northern Diver in Southampton Water off Weston shore, a
single Knot on the shore and a Firecrest at Netley Castle. Another Firecrest was seen at Andover by
Brian Rickwood, and I see that John Shillitoe yesterday visited Budds Farm and saw the two
Phalaropes and Common Sandpiper.

FRI 15 DEC
Lee Marshall was out in the Alver Valley at Gosport this morning, and I am not surprised that he heard
three Song Thrushes singing or that Cetti’s Warblers were vocal, but I am very surprised to hear that
two Treecreepers were singing and a Great Spotted Woodpecker was drumming. As there were
four Treecreepers in the same area I presume the song was partly provoked by two males
competing for two females (or defending their rights to existing mates and territories) and I cannot
expect to hear this delicate song myself but I will certainly be on the listen for it. Back on Nov 24 Lee
located ten different Water Rails calling in this wet and densely vegetated river valley, and today he
heard 7 calling and saw one showing well. Overhead two Sparrowhawks were hunting.
At lunch time today Chris Slade dropped by my front gate to tell me of good birds seen on his morning
walk around Broadmarsh and the South Moors, the highspots being 4 Little Gulls, 3 Grey Phalarope,
6 Black Necked Grebe and a Merlin (this latter seen over Langstone Mill Pond). I’m not quite clear
where all these birds were seen but I think two of the Little Gulls and one Phalarope were last seen
by Jason Crook off the west Hayling shore near the Oysterbeds, two more Little Gulls and the
regular female Eider were off Budds Farm outfall with the Black Necked Grebes and the two
Phalarope were on the Budds Farm pools (if Chris did not see them there another regular watcher of
the area rang me a little later to say that there were two Grey Phalarope feeding on the water coming
out of the ‘big black pipe’ at the rear of the landward pool, the resident Common Sandpiper was with
them, and there was a single Slavonian Grebe off Budds Farm outfall).
My own birding this morning was mainly in the garden, where a female Blackcap showed well but briefly
at lunchtime and a Great Tit was singing for about ten minutes as if this were spring. The bright
winter morning did however persuade me to get my bike out first thing and make a circular trip of
about a half mile radius (under 1km) to check how many Song Thrushes had responded to the
changed weather – this was well worth doing as I located at least ten singing birds and probably
missed others which happened to be silent when I was in earshort of them (none of the birds were
singing for any length of time). Six of these birds were along Wade Court Road in pairs singing
against each other – two by the Shawfield Road junction, two just south of the A27 on adjacent
hawthorns, and two in the grounds of Wade Court house. The next I heard was in the pony field east
of Castle Avenue at Denvilles, another was in gardens near the railway north of St George’s Avenue,
and there was one close to Southleigh Road where Denvilles Close opens off Fourth Avenue. The
tenth bird was one I heared distantly from my garden before setting out (somewhere near
Warblington School) which seems to be the nearest to my garden (though it may in future sing
nearer my home as last year I reckoned that the nearest territory to me extended around 500 metres
north to south and 200 metres east west with the one bird singing from various song posts scattered
in that area).
In Emsworth today Brian Fellows also heard three Song Thrushes in action – one singing near the
Westbrook Stream (a garden near the Bridge Road carpark) and two more surprisingly using song
posts above a part of Brook Meadow that is now under two feet of water. Brian also heard Collared
Dove song, reminding me that as well as these Doves I have twice in the past week heard
Woodpigeon song.
THU 14 DEC
I have not been to Old Idsworth Farm since early November when the route from Rowlands Castle
through Finchdean was already blocked by floods at Dean Lane End but today the situation is much
worse and all three routes to the farm from the south are badly flooded – I just managed to get
through after driving nearly a mile from West Marden to Compton in axle deep water using the road
as a river bed and having washed away a good part of the road surface which has been partly
replace by a sort of concrete duck-board. The only safe route from Idsworth to the outside world is
north through South Harting and that may not be so for much longer as water is already across the
road at the foot of the downs as you enter South Harting. The Lavant stream which flows through
Rowlands Castle and Havant rises in the field called Crooks Corner at Old Idsworth Farm, and
standing on the higher ground there you can see the ‘river’ flowing away south past St Huberts
Chapel and Finchdean with the water today glistening in the sunlight – it looked idyllic, but I don’t
imagine people living in Finchdean take any pleasure in seeing it.
......Walking round the farmland the fields seemed to have no birds, though one field still in stubble had
at least 25 Skylarks which rose in small groups as I walked across it – at one time I could count 19 of

them in the air, one or two in fairly full song. Bird life was most active in the woodland – from a
distance I could hear noisy Jays and a Nuthatch in Huckswood with one short period in which a Song
Thrush sang, and as I got closer I could hear Robins and Wrens and see Great and Blue Tits and the
first of four separate Bullfinch that I came across in different field hedges. The tall hedges of the
eastern fields have numerous ivy covered oaks and ‘fruity’ female yews, and each of these seemed
to have its resident Blackbirds enjoying rich pickings while numerous Chaffinches were moving
along the hedges (I had a good view of a sunlit male Bullfinch at one point). The trees lining
Huckswood Lane had more birds including at least four Song Thrushes and perhaps half a dozen
Dunnock, neither species being expected here. Also very unexpected for the date, three
Chaffinches were all making tentative attempts at song – something I would not expect until late in
January. A small copse on the north side of the lane was full of continuous twittering sub-song of
many Linnets but it took me a long time to see any of them and I could get no visual idea of how
many there were but from the sound I would not be surprised if the flock of around 150 seen there
earlier in the autumn were still present. One Marsh Tit and one Goldcrest were in this copse but
nowhere could I see the flock of Yellowhammer that I hoped for (though I did hear the call note of
one, and others may have been quietly enjoying the sun without my seeing them). Another bird that
was present unseen was a Buzzard – as on my last visit I could hear its calls from somewhere in or
behind distant trees but never glimpsed the bird. Back at the farm David Uren told me that a single
Barn Owl is still to be seen from time to time, a Kestrel seems to have chosen to roost in one of the
barns, a Sparrowhawk has been hunting near the farm and what was probably a single Fieldfare flew
across one of the fields recently. David also showed me a couple of fascinating ‘3-D fly by’ views of
the countryside as it might have looked when glaciers covered England and later when the earliest
farmers were learning their trade – these are on a non-commercial website he is developing to
inform the public about agriculture in the UK – the address is http://www.UKagriculture.com and it is
well worth a visit (after clicking the ‘Enter’ button on the first screen click Countryside for the
historical perspective and 3D stuff)
The item which interests me the most in todays batch of news from others comes from Brian Fellows
and tells me that at least two Gadwall are at last back on Aldsworth Pond among the Coot, Moorhen
and Little Grebe (one of which was in the brightest of breeding plumage)
Yesterday I mentioned the Cockle Pond at Gosport which I suspect is the current winter home for most
of the flock of 83 Mute Swans which Lee Marshall recorded today in the complex of lakes west of
Portsmouth Harbour entrance, With them somewhere in this lengthy inlet were 14 Little Grebe, 2
Egrets, 8 Merganser, one Goldeneye, one redhead Goosander and (presumably with the Swans
hoping for free handouts of bread at the Cockle Pond) 26 Canada Geese. A male Sparrowhawk flew
over the creek before Lee made for the Stokes Bay shore from which he saw singles of both Red
Throated and Great Northern Divers as well as single Kittiwake and Guillemot plus one Merganser
and two Great Crested Grebe..
John Goodspeed and Brian Fellows both saw two Grey Phalarope at Budds Farm pools today and
John Gowen told Brian that he had seen them there yesterday with two Little Gulls. Today John
Gowen was at the Oysterbeds recording a good flock of 62 Shelduck with some 3000 Dunlin and
1000 Oystercatcher. Also seen at the Budds Farm Pools today were the regular Common
Sandpiper, 13 Little Grebe, only 14 Teal, 12 Tufted Duck and 1 Pochard (plus a calling Chiffchaff)
with 12 Goldeneye just offshore.
Mike Rafter and Marc Moody were at Hurst Castle yesterday and saw three Leach’s Petrels, one giving
excellent close views showing the forked tail and other detail. The Bonxie which was oiled and
looking poorly last week was today looking more active, and the other birds seen included 2 Great
Northern and 1 Red Throated Divers, 2 Slav Grebe, 2 Purple Sandpiper, 2 Little Gulls, 2 Merlin (but
only one Peregrine), a Med Gull and three Eider.
Belated news of Brian Fellows’ visit to Portsmouth sites last Tuesday (Dec 12) is that the Shoveler are
Baffins Pond are back up to 44 in number (with 50 Tufted Duck), the Canoe Lake Swan flock
numbers 66, and on the shingle of Eastney beach the high tide wader roost included some 500
Dunlin and 200 Ringed Plover.
WED 13 DEC
Lee Marshall tells me that the redhead Goosander, which he first saw at the Alverstoke end of the
Haslar Lake complex (running west just south of Gosport town centre) on Dec 8 and which Dave

Tinling and others have seen in that area since Nov 11, is probably more mobile than I imagined. He
says that last winter it was seen in various places, even in the Cockle Pond (an artificial pond much
used by model boat enthusiasts and bordering Gosports main carpark) and assumes it has been
been playing hide and seek with him over the past six weeks. It was back in the dammed western
section of the creek today, along with ten Goldeneye and ten Merganser – I think one reason for
many diving ducks coming here is that fish swim up the creek and over the dam at high tide, then get
trapped in the small lake as the tide falls below the top of the dam.
......Out on the open sea off Stokes Bay this morning Lee watched a Great Norther Diver fly west, then
east, then west again, and I think he saw it in that area last Monday (Dec 11) so I guess it is sticking
around. On both days he also found Little Gulls still present (at least 4 there today and Andy Collins
had another in Southampton Water on the Weston shore), but best of all today was a single Leach’s
Petrel which gave very good views as it was first blown east by the strong wind, then flew west close
to the shore. A couple of Guillemot and 11 Kittiwake were not unusual there at this time of year but
a single Golden Plover was unexpected as were 30 Sanderling which have no feeding areas along
this shingle shore. When I used to carry out the WeBS counts here I managed to get permission to
walk the outer sea wall of HMS Dolphin (around SZ 624990) where there was often a large winter
high tide roost of Dunlin and Ringed Plover (both numbered in hundreds) and sometime up to 65
Sanderling. No one ever explained why the Sanderling came here to roost and the best theory I
heard was that they flew across from Bembridge sands in default of a safe roost on the shores of the
Isle of Wight. Perhaps some of the Ringed Plover did the same but I think most of the Dunlin actually
came out of the harbour – with a calm sea and a northerly wind that seawall made a good
undisturbed roost, though it would be washed out in the present seas and south westerly gales.
Mike Bending told us last Friday that Bullfinches enjoyed Niger seed at his Cowplain (Waterlooville)
garden bird table and this evening he contributes to the discussion of what Blackcaps like to eat by
saying that a male Blackcap was enjoying a ‘fat ball’ in his garden today and that a Bullfinch is still in
the area.
TUE 12 DEC
Gary Wearn's regular lunchtime walk around the Langstone South Moors and Budds Farm yesterday
gave him Grey Phalarope, two Little Gulls, a female Eider and 15 Goldeneye at Budds Farm outfall.
The Phalarope was feeding among weed on top of the concrete outfall, allowing Gary to walk within
a few feet of it, two adult Little Gulls were feeding over the water emerging from the outfall, and the
Eider flew in from afar to join the party close to the others. The Goldeneye flock here is building up
well but has someway to go before getting to 70 or more which can assemble here in the winter.
(Note – this entry has been moved from Monday to Tuesday for editorial reasons)
Lee Marshall visited Gosport Park today and found a dozen Little Grebe in Stoke Lake (the mid-section
of the Haslar lake complex) and ten Goldeneye plus ten Merganser in Anglesey Lake with two
Egrets but no Goosander. While he was there some 500 Dunlin flew through the area and I wonder
if these were birds driven from Portsmouth Harbour by the rising tide and heading for the seawall
roost at HMS Dolphin (see my remarks re Lee’s sightings for Wednesday above) – if so I guess they
were disappointed.
MON 11 DEC
Pagham Harbour normally has a reasonable show of Avocet in the winter and this year 16 were said to
be present on Dec 1. Today’s news on the SOS website is that the number had increased to 20 by
last Saturday (Dec 9) when the ten Little Stint were still at West Wittering with one Spotshank.
Yesterday 4 Little Gulls were still to be seen off Selsey Bill and today’s news is that the Common
Redstart and three Tree Sparrows are still present just north of the A27 and west of the River Adur
(by Halewick or Halwick Lane at TQ 174069) and there are 7 Purple Sandpiper at Shoreham
harbour.
In Emsworth the Black Swan seems to have settled back in and was present today with 38 Mute Swan.
106 Mallard are still present but the Tufted Duck have vanished and been replaced by 5 Merganser.
On the Slipper Mill pond two Little Grebe were present and the large wheat fields west of
Southbourne and south of the A27 had 450 Brent feeding on them
Russell Wynn was at Hurst Castle on Dec 8 and 10. Highspot of the first visit on Friday was the sight of
2 Leach’s Petrels, one of them being pursued for about five minutes by a Peregrine and thought to

have escaped it. A pale Arctic Skua and a Bonxie were present with 2 Black Throated and 1 Red
Throated Diver. The Bonxie was slightly oiled and one of five Guillemot was badly oiled. Other birds
seen were at least five Little Gulls, more than six Shag, two Slav Grebe, two Purple Sandpiper, four
Eider and singles of Common Scoter, Razorbill and the ‘resident’ young male Marsh Harrier. The
Bonxie and two of the Shags seemed very exhausted by rough weather, allowing close approach
(Russell picked up one of the Shag but could find no injury so left it in a sheltered spot). The second
visit on Sunday found 3 Red Throated and 1 Great Northern Diver (no Black Throated) with two Little
Gulls and two Kittiwake. Two of four Guillemot were badly oiled, four Common Scoter were on the
water and a female or juvenile Merlin was seen as well as the two Peregrines. Russell’s list for
Sunday also included a Barn Owl and two Mandarin seen in the Beaulieu area.
PLANTS:

SUN 17 DEC
Having seen one or two male Hazel catkins open both on Thursday and Saturday this week I was not
surprised when this morning I saw all the catkins open on the tree which overhangs the bus stop in
the layby on the main road at Langstone – in previous years this has always been the first to flower
and probably had some catkins open about a week ago though I did not see them. Walking west into
Mill Lane I found another first flower in a place where I expected to see it – this was Sweet Violet
which had two flowers out in a mass which have grown out from a garden and now line the pavement
edge just before you turn into Harbourside road. Inevitably more Celandines were open today and
among other flowers seen were Meadow as well as Creeping Buttercup, White Campion and
Honeysuckle (though I think the latter was of a cultivated sort). At one point I was surprised to find a
mass of Ivy Leaved Speedwell plants but despite close search I could not find a flower.
THU 14 DEC
More than 50 pink flowers on a cluster of Long Stalked Cranesill plants was a very unexpected find at
Old Idsworth Farm today but the best find of the day was of the first fully open Hazel catkins
(admittedly there were only four catkins open out of the hundreds of tight closed catkins that can now
be seen on any Hazel ttree). I also found one plant of Lords and Ladies (Arum) with a sheathed
spathe upright between the unfurling leaves and a couple of plants of Corn Marigold still covered
with open flowers. Dwarf Spurge was still looking fresh in several places and Sun Spurge in just one
place, and a few Field Pansies had flowers, as did a patch of Sticky Mouse-ear, and Field Madder
could be found in flower.
WED 13 DEC
Back on Dec 4 I expressed surprise that Rosemary Webb had found leaf rosettes on the Green Winged
Orchids in her garden as I (and I think she) was under the impression that the leaves on this orchid
species did not grow until just before the spring flower spike came up. This evening I have a
message from Peter Revell, a dedicated orchid enthusiast from the Chilterns, telling me both Green
Winged and Pyramidal orchids do grow leaves each autumn, though they are exceedingly difficult to
spot. He has the advantage of having grown specimens of both species in bare soil (where the
leaves can be seen without being hidden in the grass) and admits that he has had great difficulty,
even when down on hands and knees, in spotting these leaves in their natural grassland setting. I
wonder how many people will be brought to their knees by taking up this challenge to find the leaves
next autumn? (if you have a frogman suit you could even have a go now).
INSECTS:

SUN 17 DEC
Peter Gardner was among the people on Kevin Stouse’s walk this morning, and knowing his interest in
butterflies I mentioned to him John Goodspeed’s sighting of a Small White last Thursday. Peter’s
response was to ask if it was not more likely to have been an early emerging Green Veined White. I
am not sure how good a view John Goodspeed had of the insect, nor if he is certain which it was, but
I see from the books that in summer both species spend less than a month in the chrysalis stage, so
I guess that if the chrysalis from which this one emerged was in some dry and perhaps artificially
heated place (a greenhouse?) it could well have been either species.
THU 14 DEC
John Goodspeed today saw a Small White butterfly (presumably flying) in Leigh Park and his report

sent me scurrying to check the Hampshire butterfly reports for the past eleven years to see if one
had ever been reported in December. The answer is no – there are November sightings 1989, 1995
and 1999, the latest date being 16 Nov 99, and all other years have October as the last month. Was
it attempting to hibernate? Was it blown in from perhaps Spain on southerly gales? Another lesser
mystery concerns what two well brought up Plume Moths (of the common species Emmellina
monodactyla) were doing in the Gents loos at Stokes Bay today – seen there by Lee Marshall who
says this is the latest date on which he has ever seen this species.
Lee Marshall has several times recently told me of a moth species found at his moth light which is
clearly of interest but which I could not find in any of my moth books. Its scientific name is Epiphyas
postvittana, commonly known to its friends as the Light Brown Apple moth, and today Lee has sent
me a note revealing why it is of interest. His message reads >> A note on the Light Brown Apple
Moth (Epiphyas postvittana). This moth is native to Australia and became established in Cornwall in
1936. It was first recorded in Hampshire by Stuart Swift at Alverstoke on 21st Sep 1962, and
numbers have built up steadily since. It is currently the most abundant Tortrix moth at my trap in
Rowner. This year it appeared on March 13th and was recorded until 28th Nov. <<
In the autumn large orb webs appear in my garden, often just outside the windows and sometimes
across the back door where I walk into them as I go into the garden. By December the large female
spiders which make them have generally laid their eggs, the spiderlings have hatched, and their
mother has died. This year I am very surprised to find that I am still getting a faceful of spider web as
I walk out of the back door each morning and, since I have not seen the builder of the web, I am
wondering if some of the young spiderling hatched this autumn have already grown large enough to
construct webs (which I think they would not normally do until next summer)

OTHER WILDLIFE:

FRI 15 DEC
In case anyone did not see Graham Roberts on BBC South Today this evening he was expressing
concern for the Otters in Hampshire rivers, and I think he said that 8 of the animals have been found
dead in the county so far this winter (when only one or two deaths would have occurred in a normal
winter). His main concern was about deaths on roads caused by the fact that culverts, which were
specially constructed to give them a safe underpass at points where they might otherwise have to
cross busy roads, are now underwater and unusable. On top of this I imagine that all the holts and
lying up places used by Otters in normal times are now underwater, and that fish are almost
impossible to find and catch in the roaring torrents that the rivers have become.
THU 14 DEC
Driving south on the A3M past Horndean today I passed close by the corpse of what I am sure was a
full grown Hare on the carriageway – I was close behind a lorry at the time and did not see the animal
until it was just in front of my car so I had the briefest of views but am convinced that one more of
these creatures which I now see so rarely in fields here will not be seen by anyone. Another animal
of which I have seen little evidence recently is the Mole – normally at this time of year with the ground
soft these animals seem to have a frenzy of digging new tunnels, and a mass of molehills appears,
especially in damper ground. Nowhere have I seen more than one or two fresh hills and I am
wondering how many of these creatures have drowned in the damper river side fields they favour.
WED 13 DEC
Yesterday Ben Darvill told us that he had been surprised to find a bunch of four Roe Deer operating as
a ‘small flock’ in the Itchen Valley country park. My reaction was that this was not very unusual and
that this could have been a family unit (last summer’s young nearly always stay with their mother
through the first winter, I think, and it is not unusual for a doe to have twins, and rarely triplets, though
I would have thought it unusual for the buck to be with the rest of his family just now). Proof that
these deer do sometimes form small herds cames today from Ian Watts and Peter Morrison. Ian
says he has seen up to 12 of them together in the area (around SU 495280) between the Winchester
sewage farm and the firing range while Peter says he has seen more than ten in one field near

Fordingbridge last Saturday (though this was close to the flooded River Avon and I can imagine that
deer here have been driven from many places in the river valley to whereever drier ground and some
food allow them to survive). Flocks of ‘flood victims’ are perhaps to be expected until the waters
recede, but I am intrigued by the ones near the sewage works – although Ian says they are hemmed
in by the busy roads to the north, the Morestead road to the west and south, and the firing range to
the east I find it hard to believe they will not easily cross the Morestead road or the firing range (of
course they may be surrounded by deer proof fencing, but that is a rare commodity!). I know very
little about the habits of these deer but I wonder if these ‘flocks’ are bunches of young bucks who do
not yet have their own territories? As numbers of deer increase this bunching of bucks could occur,
though as the bucks shed their antlers at this time of year it may be difficult to prove the sex of the
animals concerned (and I guess when they have antlers their hormones will tend to counteract any
tendency to ‘chumminess’).
BIRDS:

WEEK 49 DEC 4 - 10

SUN 10 DEC
The SOS website this evening reports a wintering (?) Common Redstart with three Tree Sparrows at
Halewick Lane, Lancing (west of the Adur Valley, between Worthing and Shoreham). The Redstart
is clearly an oddity and I am more interested in the news of TREE SPARROWS – are these the only
ones left in Sussex? Are there still any in the Sidlesham area around Pagham Harbour? Further sad
news of the decline of another species comes from Colin Law who has been looking for his winter
flock of Corn Buntings the Downs east of Brighton and has at last found some, but only four birds out
of the 150 or so he would expect there. Colin also glimpsed what he believes was a Long Eared Owl
in flight over the Falmer Road at Woodingdean last night
A Glaucous Gull is reported in Pagham Harbour for the first time this winter – it was seen on Dec 6
when 84 Little Egret were roosting near the North Walls of the harbour. On Dec 7 a single Great
Whte Egret flew north east over the harbour. In East Sussex there has been a Pallas’s Warbler and
a Snow Bunting in the Rye Harbour area this week, and the Bittern count there has not increased
above three. Of more interest to us in Hampshire I see that there are now 8 Bewicks Swans at
Greatham Bridge on the Arun and a Red Crested Pochard at Pulborough Brooks (sex not stated)
Lee Marshall just happened to be on the minor road across the Alver Valley from Rowner to Lee on
Solent at 1am this morning and encountered a Barn Owl. I suspect the bird is currently resident in
the area but I don’t advise a special expedition to see it here – you’re likely to miss the bird and regret
your loss of sleep.
Doug Yelland braved today’s fierce wind to walk up the exposed slope of the Downs at West Dean
Woods north of Chichester and was rewarded with the sight of a Raven.
My own outing today was a short walk to Langstone and Warblington church, finding the exposed mud
of the shore east of Langstone swept bare of shorebirds other than one flock of some 60 Dunlin and
a few Redshank, Grey Plover and the odd Curlew. A total of just 10 Shelduck here compared
unfavourable with counts of 55 and 58 here on Dec 18 and 19 last winter, but the absence of Brent
was soon accounted for when I found around 500 in the first of the Warblington Farm shore fields
next to Pook Lane. The most interesting sighting was of 37 Egrets in the rough field north of the
Brent and just south of the Old Rectory – with seven in the adjacent field at the corner of Church
Lane they made the largest assembly of Egrets I have yet seen on these fields. The Wade Court
shore field had only one Egret but did have ten Heron. Not seen today, but within the past month,
Doug Yelland had an Arctic Skua on the ground on the South Moors near the Tamarisk pool – a new
addition to the birds seen on that site.
SAT 9 DEC
This morning Trevor Carpenter saw a GREAT NORTHERN DIVER at Cams Bay where Fareham
Creek joins Portsmouth Harbour and his message brought back memories of one of my own close
encounters with this diver species one December long ago when I was on the shore road at Hardway
near to the closed gates barring you from entering the Priddy’s Hard site. The diver was on the water
just below me on a very misty morning when I was having difficulty in seeing any birds, let alone a
rarity within twenty yards. The connection between that sighting and Trevor’s is as much to do with
the location as the bird – Trevor tells us that those gates into Priddy’s Hard are now open and it will

very soon be possible to walk on south from the Jolly Roger at Hardway over Gosport’s new
Millenium Bridge across the mouth of Forton Lake and on down Weevil Lane (where the navy used
to store its supply of ship’s biscuit additives?) into Gosport centre. I won’t comment further on the
associated loss of wildlife in the Priddy’s Hard site, nor the increased disturbance to birds in Forton
Lake, nor the fact that this new bridge appears to have been built without proper planning approval ...
I only hope well meaning local councillors do not overcome naval opposition and take their wonderful
harbourside walk north past Frater Lake to Fareham Creek, opening up the wonderful secluded
wildlife site on the MoD land at Bedenham/Frater to the human disturbance that would destroy its
value.
On Friday (Dec 8) raised the question of where the many PIED WAGTAIL that he had been seeing
each evening were heading as they went west from the Warsash area across Southampton Water.
Today I have a prompt answer to his question from Derek Wilson, who I assume has worked or still
does at the Fawley refinery complex. Derek tells me that >> They are almost certainly roosting in
Fawley Refinery on the Air Fin heat exchangers. For decades now, at this time of the year, large
flocks of these birds fly in and roost on these quite hot pieces of equipment. After a few hours they
are almost comotosed by the heat to the extent that they can be approached to within inches without
being disturbed. I used to see them on the Steam Cracker Plant which is at the Chemicals end of the
Refinery and to my knowledge no one ever took on the huge task of counting them. << I cannot find
any mention of this roost in Birds of Hampshire though it does mention a roost on steam lagged
pipes at a North Baddesley factory where up to 1200 birds had been recorded, and this liking for heat
(and its effect on the birds as described by Derek) is news to me. I am aware of sites where the birds
shelter among buildings, usually perching in ornamental trees planted around ornamental ponds,
and of more natural sites such as Budds Farm sewage works and (in the autumn) reed bed roosts,
but it sounds to me as if it would be very interesting to find out more about the Fawley site (how many
birds use it? How long have they been using it?) and also to learn if there are other sites where the
birds have hot water bottles in their beds.
Seeing reports from Titchfield Haven and Hook of a Marsh Harrier today, and reading Nick Mill’s
account of how it flew on up Southampton Water from Hook I did wonder if this was the Pennington
bird going on a day trip but I think the ‘resident’ bird at Pennington is a young male where the bird
Nick saw at just after midday at Hook was a female. I also see that the Pennington bird was seen
there on the same day (but no time given so no real alibi).
Brian Fellows made his WeBS count this morning at Black Point and Tournerbury on south east
Hayling finding a good selection of waders at Black Point where there was a little shelter from the
wind (which there would not have been just across the water on the Pilsey Sands). As a
consequence he had something like 3,000 Dunlin, an unusually large flock of 252 Redshank, and 18
Sanderling with 10 Ringed Plover. Surprisingly there were only 4 Bar Tailed Godwit and 14 Grey
Plover, and no mention of Shelduck!
A very strong wind and some heavy showers meant few birds to be seen on the IBM Lake for this
morning’s WeBS count – I think it must be the first such winter count when there were no Black
Headed Gulls on the water (though there were a few being hurled around the sky). The lake was not
empty – at least 80 Herring Gulls and 20 Great Blackbacks with one British race Lesser Blackback
dropped in for their ‘wash and brush up’ after feeding on the Paulsgrove tip over the road, and 21
Teal got up while 9 Tufted Duck and 56 Mallard stayed on the water – at least one, probably two,
Great Crested Grebe were present with around 30 each of Coot and Moorhen. The only bird of real
interest was a single Jack Snipe which got up silently from the islands as I approached the place
where Snipe like to hide up during the day, and I became pretty sure of its identity when it was
followed by the noisy, zigzag escape flight of a Common Snipe looking twice the size of the first bird.
A female Sparrowhawk came high over the buildings and flew across to the tip, then returned, still
high, to make a sudden twisting dive at a finch flying below it – the finch escaped and the hawk soon
headed west leaving me wondering whether the high winds make it unsafe for Sparrowhawks to
hunt in their usual low to the ground, in and out the bushes, fashion (for the same reasons that
Peregrines very rarely attempt to take prey from the ground – a slight error of judgement could end in
a crash that would end their hunting career with a broken wing). For those who know this site one
very unusual sight was of a single Brent Goose flying over, coming from Portsdown and heading for
the harbour. Despite being so close to hundreds of Brent throughout the winter I have only recorded

Brent here twice in nearly twenty years (one flight of seven came down when lost in thick fog and a
lone bird once joined the Canada Goose flock as an honorary member).
This morning’s post brought the summary sheets for the Sep, Oct and Nov WeBS counts in Portsmouth
Harbour and although belated they contain two or three entries that were interesting news to me.
Most significantly I see there was a Goosander in Anglesey Lake at Gosport as early as Nov 11 (see
yesterday’s entry re Lee Marshall’s find of one there on Dec 8) so it may well have been lurking there
for a month. Late dates for Terns are for one Sandwich Tern at Hardway (Gosport) on Nov 11, later
than my latest Hampshire report of one at Keyhaven on Oct 23 but not later than the one reported at
Pagham Harbour on Nov 15, and a Common Tern was in Fareham Creek on Oct 14, a little later than
the last one I knew of (at the mouth of Langstone Harbour on Oct 10). Perhaps the most interesting
thing that I noticed was an estimate of 1000 GREAT BLACKBACK GULLS on the Paulsgrove
Rubbish Tip on the November count – this caught my eye as I had previously thought that 400 was
about the highest count made at the Paulsgrove tip. Looking at Birds of Hampshire I see the highest
single count of this species for the county was a roost of 1001 birds in Southampton Water on 6 Jan
1988 while the next highest was of 650 at the Bedhampton tip (now Broadmarsh) 4 Jan 1983, and
what I see there confirms my impression that the peak counts are generally in January and that
anything over 500 birds together is exceptional. Maybe numbers of these gulls are suddenly
increasing as I see from recent Portsmouth Harbour counts that there were 1200 of them there in
Jan 1999 (three times my expected peak) with 800 in Dec 1999 and 510 in Jan 2000. If we have
1000 in Nov this year what will the Jan 2001 count be? Incidentally, although Great Blackbacks
greatly outnumber Lesser Blackbacks here in south east Hampshire the Lessers produce far higher
counts at their roost in the Avon Valley (e.g. John Clark found 2600 at Ibsley on 26 Sep 99) and I
think 500 of them is not unusual at rubbish tips and roosts in north Hampshire – I wonder if they too
are increasing?
FRI 8 DEC
Lee Marshall was out and about in the Gosport area today, seeing a single Little Gull feeding on the sea
near Fort Gilkicker and finding the first redhead Goosander back in Anglesey Lake (SZ 606987) at
Alverstoke. If you go to see the Goosander you’ll probably find it in the broad part of the lake at its
eastern end where a dam permanently retains the water, but remember that at high tide the water
coming up from Portsmouth Harbour overtops the dam and floods Little Anglesey Road alongside
the lake (the dam, incidentally, used to carry Queen Victoria on her way to Osborne House on the
Isle of Wight – it was part of the special railway line built just for her). Another two Little Gulls were
feeding between the South Parade Pier and Castle at Southsea, seen by Paul Beckett, and at
Gilkicker Lee had more than 15 Kittiwake going west.
Paul Winter has made a very important contribution to my enjoyment of Hampshire birds over the past
year or so not only by his major contribution of setting up Hoslist but also by his almost daily reports
on Hoslist of ‘what the pagers are saying’. Tomorrow he gives up the pager and we will all miss the
news that came through it (hopefully others will take up the task of spreading the news of local
rarities to those who cannot afford the luxury of their own pager) but his last bulletin is well up to the
usual standard – among other things it reports 2 Leach’s Petrels and 5 Little Gulls at Hurst Spit
today. Thank you, Paul.
A message from Peter Morrison tells us that Titchfield Haven is almost submerged and the ‘west side’
is closed (does that mean the canal path?). On the sea off Hook spit near Warsash there was a Slav
Grebe close to the shore this morning.
Few people feel like singing as they wait for a train at any rail station nowadays but last Saturday
evening a Blackbird was singing at Havant station as Gwynneth Wilkey waited for a train back to
Farnham after a visit to the Langstone area. Unlike the Song Thrushes which regularly sing at this
time of year (when the weather does not deter them) Blackbird song in any winter month before
February is I think exceptional and I doubt this bird can be relied on to entertain any more
passengers this winter. Last winter Brian Fellows had a similar one off experience of full song from
an Emsworth Blackbird on Dec 31 but never heard it again, and I see that in December 1997 I heard
quiet subsong from a Blackbird in the bushes around the IBM carpark at Cosham, but I cannot recall
any other recent occurrences of winter song from them. Back in Farnham Gwynneth says that both
Song and Mistle Thrush song can be heard regularly now, and in Emsworth Brian Fellows heard a
full throated Song Thrush in the trees around the Palmers Road carpark this afternoon just before

dusk. Although every rule is there to be broken one my own experience over the years is that, while
Blackbirds always seem to sing first at dusk Song Thrushes prefer to strike up at dawn and I am
hoping that when the wind and rain change to crisp frosty winter days the Thrushes will brighten the
mornings and disprove my fears that there genuinely are a lot fewer of them around this winter.
Although no one has as yet commented on BULLFINCHES feeding on Violet seeds on the ground both
Gwynneth Wilkey and Mike Bending today tell me that these lovely birds enjoy Niger seed on their
bird tables/feeders in Farnham and Cowplain respectively, and last Wednesday evening someone
reminded me of their autumn predilection for the seed of withered blackberries on bramble bushes.
Not many years ago Bullfinches were a serious pest in fruit orchards, especially at blossom time
when they strip whole trees of young flower buds, and people were employed to shoot and trap
them. Brian Fellows has this evening passed me a comment from the UK Bird News forum in which
someone who works in Kent orchards says that he has only seen one Bullfinch in the past couple of
months, but can well remember trapping 20 a week (presumably not at this time of year)
Each evening for the past fortnight or so Nick Mills has noticed a large movement of Pied Wagtails
going west over Hook Park (at the mouth of the Hamble River) out over Southampton Water in the
direction of Fawley. In 20 minutes on one evening he counted at least 300 birds going over his
house, and that is probably only a fraction of the total number involved. Nick is wondering if anyone
can say where the massive roost to which they are heading is located? And can anyone give an idea
of the total number at this roost?
Both Paul Beckett and John Hillsdon this evening ask for TIPS ON FINDING PURPLE SANDPIPER
which can be very elusive even if present at one of their regular sites. I’m sure there are a lot of
birders with more experience than I have of these birds, and I hope they will contribute their
thoughts, but the points which I would make are the following. First, they are elusive so don’t make a
special journey to see them (even if the conditions seem ideal) without having some alternative
targets for your birding day or you are likely to be frustrated – at Southsea Castle there is always a
chance of Shag on the sea and a possibility of Black Redstart in the Castle moat or walls, and Paul
was delighted by two Little Gulls very close to the shore between the Pyramids and Southsea Castle
today, and there is a good chance of both Med Gulls and a big high tide roost of Dunlin and Ringed
Plover on the shingle of Eastney Beach (around SZ 674988). Driving all the way to the Hayling Ferry
(SU 685001) gives you another chance of seeing Shag and possibly an Auk or Diver, and a drive
from the south end of the Eastern Road along Moorings Way to around SU 676005 may reward you
with Cetti’s Warbler by the lakes and numerous waders (including Knot and Bar Tailed Godwit)
offshore in Langstone Harbour.
......Coming back to the Purple Sandpipers I think the best conditions are about 2 hours after high tide,
especially if the sea is a bit rough. The sea will then have fallen to expose the seaweed among which
the Sandpipers find their food, and a bit of wave activity keeps both the prey and predator active.
Bear in mind that spring tides come up above the permanent weed, which is not exposed for 90
minutes or more, whereas at neap tides the most easily seen weed may have dried out by then, and
the lower rocks will conceal the birds from you. The most likely place to see the birds at Southsea is
below the centre of the castle (where a gun points out to sea above your head when you are on the
promenade in front of the castle). There is a gully/depression running down the seawall here and the
birds may be in it and invisible from a sideways view. Another thing to remember is that Purple
Sandpipers are both well camouflaged and lethargic – if not actively feeding it may take a careful
scan of the seawall and rocks to pick them out even when they are in full view. Finally, don’t expect
them always to be in front of the castle – they are sometimes found far to the west where the curved
sea wall becomes straight beyond the Sealife Centre, and they have been spotted (with scopes)
away to the east on the supports of the pier right out at its end.
Dave Pearson was at Hill Head today and saw a total of 35 Common Scoter on the sea and moving
west in small groups. He also saw a single Yellow Legged Gull on the beach there, reminding me
that we have heard little of these Mediterranean Herring Gulls recently and a glance at Birds of
Hampshire shows that they are mainly a late summer phenomenon as they spread out after
breeding, but numbers fall off rapidly in autumn and winter as our shores take on an
un-Mediterranean feel. BoH speaks of September as being the peak month but this year most
reports seem to have been from mid-July to mid-August (285 were said to be roosting in Pagham

Harbour on July 23 and there was a report of 40+ in the Eling/Lower Test area on Aug 13, but there
are not enough local reports on the internet to form any serious conclusion)
THU 7 DEC
Look at almost any flock of ducks and you will actually be looking mostly at drakes, or so it seems to me
and Brian Fellows raises this point today in connection with Tufted Ducks of which he had more than
usual on Emsworth Mill Pond. The flock was small in comparison to some, only 24 birds, but of
these 18 were drakes, and I think he found an even higher proportion of males among the 48
Shoveler that were recently on Baffins Pond. Both Mallard and Gadwall seem to show this
predominance of males, as I think do Teal, Pochard and Goosander, but things are perhaps different
with seaduck - males are in the minority with the Goldeneye, Merganser and Eider. One result of this
imbalance is of course the rough time the female Mallard (or if you are pedantic, the Wild Duck,
reserving the name Mallard for the drakes only) have when it comes to mating – when I think quite a
few of the females are drowned, tipping the balance even more against them. Does anyone have
any theories on this subject? Is it just chance?
WED 6 DEC
Sometime before Dec 4 six Bewick’s Swans returned to the River Arun at Greatham Bridge (TQ 0316)
and two Hen Harriers were seen in West Dean Woods (SU 8515). The West Dean Woods complex
and the ridge of the Downs on the slopes of which the woods grow seems particularly attractive to
raptors in the winter and I hope to hear of more in that area as winter progresses. The return of
Bewick’s to one of their regular Sussex sites is also good news, and I hope it means that some have
also reached the Avon Valley in Hampshire.
The Little Gull saga continues with local sightings yesterday (Dec 5) of four at Budds Farm outfall in
Langstone harbour, one off Southsea Castle and one at Selsey Bill. On Monday (Dec 4) one was
seen nearly three miles inland up the Cuckmere River (just west of Beachy Head) on pools at
Litlington (TQ 5201). Despite the rain Gary Wearn had the best of these sightings, being able to
walk out along the concrete structure of the Budds Farm outfall to get within twenty feet of the group
of four feeding on the water gushing out from the sewage works. He says they showed no concern
about his presence and that the dark underwings of three adults were a prominent feature – the
fourth bird still had some dark markings on the upper wings near the tips and was presumably a
second winter bird.
......Other birds seen by Gary yesterday included the Kingfisher and Grey Wagtail where the Langbrook
stream flows past the West Mill at the end of Langstone’s Mill Lane, a Sparrowhawk hunting through
that area, and 30 Goldfinch in trees near the mouth of the Hermitage Stream. Sadly, a dead Auk
was lying on the slipway at the mouth of the Langbrook stream, its head in the water making positive
identification difficult, but Gary thought it was a Guillemot and I suppose it could have been the one
seen barely alive at Emsworth Sailing Club on Saturday (Dec 2)
More cheerful news comes from Sue Drewett whose garden on the edge of the Hollybank woods in
Emsworth has several times recently been visited by a group of two male Bullfinch and one female
Blackcap. This reminds me that in the winter of 1997/98 Bullfinch could be seen on several
occasions feeding on Violet seeds on the ground outside the windows of nearby Redlands House –
those Bullfinches seem to have stayed as they were still being seen in the garden of Redlands
House the following May when they were almost certainly breeding. I mentioned this predilection for
Violet seeds to a couple of people tonight and both said they knew of it so I guess it is a widespread
habit among Bullfinch.
A couple of hours walking around Stansted Forest west of the road this morning gave me just two full
voiced Song Thrushes – one in South Cooper’s Wood just across the road from the avenue carpark
and the other in the south of Lyels Wood. They were matched for sound and carrying quality, though
not variety, by a couple of Coal Tits, and there was one surprise burst of moaning from a Stock Dove
among the fairly widespread Robin and Wren song. The distinctive call notes of Marsh Tit were
heard at four places – for some reason these tits seem reluctant to join in the roaming flocks of other
tit species and remain faithful to their breeding sites throughout the year – and only once did I come
on a good winter mixed flock of Chaffinch, Long Tailed, Blue and Great Tits with both Nuthatch and
Tree Creeper present. Despite walking through several larch plantations I neither saw nor heard
birds feeding on them, just a couple of Goldfinch flying over and one of the singing Coal Tits moving
about quite rapidly. The only other birds of interest were one female Great Spotted Woodpecker

working some Ash trees with what appeared to be a collection of grubs in her bill as if she were
collecting food for young (maybe getting ready for a Christmas party she is giving tonight?) and one
distantly seen raptor which looked large when first glimpsed against the sky but then showed the
colour and flight of a Kestrel as it flew rapidly through the trees. A brief look at Aldsworth Pond
showed me at least twenty Coot and a few Moorhen but no ducks or other waterfowl (though there
could have been many birds hidden behind the tree covered islands).
One more Song Thrush was making tentative attempts at winter song in Emsworth’s Brook Meadow
this morning. Brian Fellows heard it on his way to the harbour where one of 500 Brent had a white
plastic leg tag or ring (Brian could not make out marking on the white). Only four Shelduck could be
seen in the harbour area where perhaps forty might have been expected (by Dec 18 in 1998 there
were up to 60 along the Emsworth/Warblington shore and 66 in the Thorney channel near Prinsted).
On the Mill Pond the Black Swan was still present and the Mute Swan count was up to 43.
Ian Watts found 500 Golden Plover, with 134 Lapwing, on the Wide Lane playing fields near the M27 at
Eastleigh today. Another brief news item comes from Peter Morrison who was at Hook Spit (mouth
of the Hamble River) today and saw a single Pale Bellied Brent plus a single Sanderling (unexpected
on the shingle here unless it was thinking of setting up a new high tide roost)
TUE 5 DEC
FIVE PURPLE SANDPIPER were back at Southsea Castle today for Brian Fellows regular Tuesday
visit and there was a single Little Gull just offshore. Near the Hayling Ferry, in Eastney Lake, the
Grey Plover with several red ring bands was still present. On Baffins Pond the Shoveler, which
numbered 48 a week ago, were down to 26 but the number of Tufted Duck had increased to 39. The
collection of feral geese were still absent from Baffins, presumably still at Titchfield Haven but there
were seven Cormorant acting as temporary stand-ins for the Barnacles and Snow Goose. Tufted
Duck numbers were also up at Emsworth Mill pond yesterday (only 17 of them but there were 108
Mallard) and the wandering Black Swan had returned.
When Nick Green was in Havant last Friday (Dec 1) he found at least 150 Pied Wagtails trying to roost
in a Laurel Hedge in the southeast corner of the Texaco garage on Park Road South. I guess the
hedge concerned is south of the road serving the multi-storey carpark, i.e. backing on to the old
Carrells Yard area between the Homewell Spring and the Dolphin pub, where the old buildings, the
stream and many bushes and trees could provide nightly accommodation for hundreds of Wagtails
until the site is developed. This yard is the site of the original Parchment making works for which
Havant was ‘world famous’ and much of the discussion about development of the site has concerned
preservation of some of the buildings or the creation of a museum reflecting the original use of the
site. I see that during his visit Nick also came on a flock of around 100 Greenfinch on the shore at
the entrance to Langstone Harbour – normally large flocks of Greenfinch feed on seeds found in
abundance around the harbour shores each autumn, but so far this year they have not turned up.
......PS having written the above I have seen a correction to the Pied Wagtail roost site which places it in
a small clump of bushes close to the junction of the main road and the carpark service road – these
bushes screen the car-wash ‘outhouse’ of the garage.
Another building development which has deprived birds of a breeding site is, although not in our Havant
area, worth a mention as another example of the loss of habitat to housing which seems to be almost
a daily occurrence in Hampshire. The birds concerned were Woodlark, and Tim Norriss tells us that
he has been working on the devlopment of the Mons Barracks at Aldershot where land on which he
watched at least 7 Woodlark last July has since been built on. Here in Havant I see that one of the
sites considered for SINC status when reviewing unimproved grasslands, St Chad’s Well meadow
on the north side of the railway just west of Bedhampton station, has also disappeared since last
summer.
MON 4 DEC
A count by Barry Collins found 186 LITTLE EGRETS coming into the Thorney Island roost last
Saturday evening, quite a lot more than the 150 which Barry had estimated to be there. Barry also
told me that there were a few Corn Buntings present on the island, probably half a dozen or so
Smew is probably my favourite winter wildfowl species so I was very pleased to see on the SOS
website this evening that a redhead had arrived in East Sussex at Rye Harbour yesterday (Dec 3).
Other winter birds noted there were a Great Northern Diver, a Black Necked Grebe, two Spotted
Redshank, four Goldeneye and six Little Stint (with ten of these probably still at West Wittering is this

an exceptional winter for them?). Not in keeping with the winter theme there was also a Swallow on
Dec 3. A single Little Gull had been seen there on the previous day.
John Shillitoe walked round the fields at Hundred Acres, east of Wickham, on Saturday and put up 18
Woodlark, exactly the same number as he recorded there on Dec 11 last winter (normally only a
couple could be seen though there were 8 in February this year). John was hoping to find others that
had been ringed but found the ground so overgrown that it was all he could do to spot a few of the
birds, let along their legs, until they flew up.
Yesterday I quoted from Barry Yates November report on the Rye Harbour reserve that Gadwall
numbers were down because the water was too deep for them to dabble, but today I see that Russell
Wynn found 37 of them at Pennington last Saturday (Dec 2) so some are getting through to
Hampshire. Also in the Keyhaven/Pennington area Russell found four Slavonian Grebe and saw a
Barn Owl. The lone Pink-foot and Whitefront geese are still there with the young male Marsh
Harrier, and there was a total of 14 Stonechat. On Sunday (Dec 3) Russell was in the northern New
Forest seeing the two Ravens with a Woodlark flying over, and he also saw at least 300 Golden
Plover as he drove past the Eastleigh Wide Lane site. At the Lower Test Marshes reserve Colin
Allen was told that there are probably two Firecrests present (several people have reported getting
good views of one of them)
More evidence of the lack of Song Thrush song comes from Catherington Down where Stephen
Harwood tells me one or two Mistle Thrushes have been singing strongly at times. Normally Song
Thrushes sing much more frequently and are present in larger numbers than the Mistle Thrushes but
at Catherington Stephen has not heard a Song Thrush until today and that was singing in a very
half-hearted way.
PLANTS:

SUN 10 DEC
Having seen a Celandine bud at the IBM North Harbour site yesterday I went to the spot by the
Lymbourne stream alongside the Hayling Billy trail in Havant (between the south side of the A27 and
the footbridge to Wade Court) where the first flowers usually appear, and there I found one fully out
and one in bud. Later in that walk I found two more flowers on plants beside Pook Lane at
Warblington (on the road verge south of the Old Rectory). Last year Mary Cockerill found the
earliest of these flowers that I know of in the Southampton University Botanic Garden on Dec 11 and
I found them by the Lymbourne on Dec 12. Who can claim them this year earlier than today?
(yesterday’s find was an unopen bud that does not count). Two more finds today which pleased me
were of Viola tricolor and Wall Speedwell, both in Warblington Cemetery. In the Nore Barn
plantation on the shore at the west end of Emsworth Tony Gutteridge made another surprising find
today – the first sheathed spike of Lords and Ladies (Arum maculatum). I wonder how soon
someone will find Dog’s Mercury in flower or see an open catkin in Hazel?
One plant which I have not seen in flower this winter is Russian Comfrey but it was seen in Emsworth’s
Brook Meadow today by a work party of the local conservation volunteers who are now caring for this
site.
SAT 9 DEC
38 plant species were in flower as I walked round the IBM North Harbour site for this morning’s count of
birds on the lake. For the first time I could smell the strong scent of the Winter Heliotrope and I was
not surprised to find plants such as Kingcups, Small Scabious, Shaggy Soldier and Corn Spurrey in
flower (in fact I was surprised that I did not find Blue Fleabane out). Three plants which were worthy
of note start with Yellow Iris (or Flag) of which one plant had a flower fully open, with two more buds
preparing to open, in full sight by the edge of the canal near the north west corner of E Building. The
second was a little further east along the same canal bank below the cycle sheds, and this was one
that I only saw because I specially looked for it though I have never seen it in December before – it
was the large version of Lesser Celandine which, when I first found it I thought to be a hybrid with a
Kingcup but which I know believe to be the bulbiferous sub-species of Lesser Celandine (at the
proper season a great mass of them grow at this spot). I found one well formed bud of this
Celandine, on a typical long stem having a leaf growing from the stem (I have never seen leaves
growing from the flower stems of ordinary Lesser Celandines but it is a feature of the ones growing

here). The third very unusual flower was another which I was expecting I might see and would not
have noticed had I not looked closely – this is the unusal variety of Hawthorn planted here in a small
isolated cluster of perhaps five trees between the fire-road around the south of the lake and the
water’s edge opposite the cafeteria. From the tarmac of the road the trees look as dead as any other
Hawthorn and even walking close to them I could seen nothing until I spotted a cluster of white
flowers about a yard in front of my face and then found several flower clusters, some of which had
already lost their petals. I am not sure of the status of this tree but believe it is known as a
Glastonbury Thorn.
WED 6 DEC
I have not been to Stansted Forest for some time and found the central vegetation had been cleared
from the avenue carpark, letting the light reach the ground to bring a mass of Three Veined
Sandwort into flower. Heading for Lyels Wood I then found two flowering plants of Red Campion
standing side by side near where young trees had just been planted, and saw that the planting
operation had dug up a few of the Bluebell bulbs, one or two of which were already sprouting. In
Lyels many Primrose plants had a mass of fresh leaves at the stage when, if this had been March, I
would have looked among them to see if I could find flower buds already pushing up. Wavy Bitter
Cress neaby was flowering but, other than Butchers Broom and Bramble (of the white flowered
Dewberry type) the only other flowering plant was Smooth Hawksbeard
In Emsworth’s Brook Meadow, where there has been a good display of flowering Winter Heliotrope for
some time, Brian Fellows today for the first time commented on the strong scent of these flowers. I
think people describe it as ‘vanilla’ and I have yet to smell it this winter, but there is a stage when
many flowers are fully out when the sweet but rather sickly smell can be strong.
MON 4 DEC
Bee orchids regularly reveal their presence in the winter with a rosette of broad basal leaves but these
generally become blackened (as if by frost) as the winter progresses, disappearing entirely long
before the summer when the flower spikes rise from the ground. Green Winged orchid flower spikes
on the other hand normally rise from a small basal rosette of leaves that appears a few weeks before
the flowers and remain around the spikes while flowering, so it was a surprise for Rosemary Webb to
find the rosettes already showing on her Hayling garden lawn this weekend – I doubt the flowers will
show before April or early May, and Rosemary thinks this may be a normal occurrence that normally
passes un-noticed because no one bothers to look for theses leaves in the winter. Much more
normal winter flowers were those of Herb Robert seen by Brian Fellows at Emsworth’s Brook
Meadow today along with late Michaelmas Daisies.. Another display of Winter Heliotrope was seen
over the weekend on Thorney Island by Barry Collins.
INSECTS:
MON 4 DEC
Two Red Admirals were seen together by Barry Collins on Thorney Island over the weekend.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 9 DEC
John Goodspeed found four examples of the Earth Star Geastrum triplex in the corner of Stansted
Forest called The Sling nearest Rowlands Castle this morning
MON 4 DEC
Walking on the beach near the Hayling Coastguard Station yesterday Rosemary Webb found the
unpleasant sight of a partly devoured large adult seal corpse on the shingle. It was impossible to tell
the cause of death, nor where the death occurred (the corpse could have been washed in from
anywhere or the animal could have swum ashore and then died).
A small group of Dog Stinkhorn fungi appeared on Lynn Fomison’s garden lawn in Ropley this weekend
– as these are normlly seen in late summer and early autumn I guess they were confused by the
current high temperatures and wet conditions (I once saw a great display of them in Havant Thicket
one August when the Fire Brigade had been dowsing a forest fire – the excessive heat and water
combination suited them perfectly). On my own lawn today there is another fine troop of tiny black

Trichoglossum hirsutum, another early autumn species.
WEEK 48 NOV 27 – DEC 3
BIRDS:

SUN 03 DEC
Most people are probably aware that SQUIRRELS are not averse to eating eggs or young birds if they
find a nest but I have not previously heard of adult Blue Tits falling prey to the ‘Tree Rats’. That,
however, is what Trevor Carpenter saw this morning and it does not greatly surprise me. Trevor
does not say that he saw a Squirrel kill a Blue Tit but he does say that he saw one trying to eat one
and having difficulty with the feathers – I hope they were sufficiciently off-putting to prevent this
squirrel from acquiring a habit of catching Tits as it is probably not difficult for a Squirrel to jump
suddenly onto a bird table and catch a bird with its teeth.
The monthly report for the RYE HARBOUR reserve is once more out very promptly, and among news I
had not heard previously is a report of a Swallow there on Nov 30, of 9 Egrets roosting regularly, and
of three Bitterns in residence throughout the past month where previously I had only heard of two. In
Hampshire I have only seen definite reports of just one Bittern, at Fleet Pond, recently but I’m sure
there is still at least one at Titchfield Haven.
Colin Law has been enjoying more Merlin sightings in his patch to the east of Brighton, including one at
Woodingdean yesterday (Dec 2) when there was a Ringtail Hen Harrier over nearby Newmarket Hill.
A flock of 200 Stock Dove were also in the area but the winter flock of corn bunting (which Colin
would have expected to number up to 150 birds by now based on previous winters) is seemingly
non-existent. I hope they are ‘just round the corner’ and will soon be discovered, but it is not long
since I can recall seeing a winter flock of around 100 near Chichester and I would think myself lucky
to see any there now ... Another story of missing birds comes from Rye Harbour where Gadwall
numbers are said to be very much down on normal. That may be just attributable to exceptionally
high water levels putting underwater vegetation outside the reach of dabbling ducks but I have been
surprised to find none at Aldsworth Pond where they can easily find food (I guess the reason for their
absence here is the vast number of flooded fields in eastern England – why should they bother to fly
on when there is plenty of feeding for them as soon as they arrive in England for the winter?
Brian Fellows was in Ampfield today learning first principles of nature conservation (a course on ‘Risk
Assessment’) on behalf of the new Brook Meadow conservation group but did find something of
interest to learn during the lunch break when a walk took him past a rookery where TEN ROOKS
WERE BUSY REBUILDING THEIR NESTS. This may seem a bit premature but I think most pairs
try to use the same nest each year, and knowing the rapidity with which one pair will filch material
from another’s unguarded nest in the spring I suspect that the birds keep a close eye on their own
nests throughout the non-breeding season. After recent high winds there must be a lot of good
building material available without much effort, so it makes sense for them to collect it now it is
available and use it to repair their nests – the high winds will have discovered any weakness in the
old structure and there has probably been much need for repairs if the weakened nests are not going
to fall apart altogether before spring. On a less practical note I can imagine the female of each pair
‘hen-pecking’ her mate into doing necessary chores while she ‘supervises’, and if I want to be
stupidly romantic I could equate the voluntary labours of the male as being intended as the
equivalent to song in pair-bonding (though I’m sure any Rook, if it could talk, would tell me that it’s
cawing is the most beautiful of songs – none of the jabbering of other songsters which put in so much
effort at musical ornamentation that you can’t make out the words)
One other interesting observation from Brian Fellows is of large flocks of BRENT FLYING INLAND from
Chichester harbour to feed on fields, probably ones with winter wheat rather than grass. He first
noticed this on Nov 30 when he saw around 250 Brent on wheat fields south of the A27 between
Emsworth and Southbourne (where the first World War airfield was built), and yesterday when he
was near Fishbourne Creek he noticed several flocks of 500 or more Brent heading inland. One
smaller flock of 80 birds on winter wheat near the creek included a solitary juvenile. The total bird
list seen by the Havant Wildlife Group who were with Brian at Fishbourne was a respectable 42 and
included colourful Kingfisher, Yellowhammer and Goldfinch
I had to strain my ears when I first put my head outside the house this morning to hear a distant SONG

THRUSH making a poor attempt at winter song – by this time in recent winters two or three might
have been heard singing loudly from neighbouring gardens. The weather may be partly to blame for
their silence but I think a more important reason is lack of numbers – there is little point in singing
your heart out if there is no one to hear you either as a prospective mate or competitor for food. This
theory that the birds are ready to sing if they can see any reason to do so received some backing
when I was at Budds Farm this afternoon and heard a similar very brief and disjointed attempt at
song from a Thrush there. While passing through Old Bedhampton I was puzzled by one bird that
flew into a hedge near the junction of Bidbury Lane and Mill Lane (close to St Thomas church) but
the puzzle was easily resolved when I saw it closely and found it was a male Blackbird with up to a
third of its feathers pure white, making a random pied pattern to its head, neck, breast, mantle and
wings.
SAT 02 DEC
Nick Green and possibly others found the Langstone Harbour GREY PHALAROPE still in the
Broadmarsh/Oysterbeds area today when the two that had been at Brighton marina could no longer
be seen. John Goodspeed had an adult Little Gull in the same area of Langstone harbour on
Thursday (Nov 30) and this could be the last of the Hampshire coastal birds. John Goodspeed also
had a sighting of the Brockhampton stream Kingfisher on Dec 1.
Late in the afternoon a phone call from Emsworth told me of what was obviously a SICKLY
GUILLEMOT beached on the slipway of the Emsworth Sailing Club and so weak that people were
able to handle it. I passed on the news to Brian Fellows who lives nearby but when he got there
neither bird nor people were to be seen – hopefully someone had taken the bird either to the
Bedhampton Bird Rescue centre (run by Anne McMahon at 86 Hulbert Road – phone
023-9248-3770 – if you don’t know the place ring first as the house is hidden from the road in a
separate service road and not easy to find). Ideally birds of this sort should go directly to Brent
Lodge Bird Hospital at Sidlesham south of Chichester – again not easy to find though there are signs
and it is best to ring 01243-641672. The hospital is in Cow Lane at approx SZ 845997.
FRI 01 DEC
Russell Wynn saw a couple of LITTLE GULLS off Hurst Spit a couple of days ago and in Sussex there
were still six around Brighton Marina today with another eight seen flying by offshore so we have not
yet seen the last of them along the coast. Also at Brighton marina were two Grey Phalarope (I can’t
bring myself to call them Red Phalarope), one by each arm of the moorings but there have been no
more sightings of the Langstone harbour bird since Wednesday (Nov 29). Back in Sussex again the
number of Avocet in Pagham harbour increased on Wednesday to a more usual winter total of 16
and a Spotted Redshank was also present. There were also 17 Med Gulls roosting in the harbour
and the Spoonbill has now moved to the North Walls area.
On the tower of Southampton Civic Centre Ian Watts saw a PEREGRINE sheltering from the rain on
the lee side of the tower, reminding me of Graham Roberts recent remarks about the Chichester
Cathedral birds normally flying off at dawn but reluctant to leave in the rain, though with the number
of Peregrines around nowadays there are better places to see them than cowering from the rain. I
see that last Wednesday Russell Wynn saw three of them in the Keyhaven area – the regular pair
there having been joined by a newcomer.
There were at least 16 Pochard on the BUDDS FARM POOLS this afternoon with over 50 Tufted Duck
and only around 40 Teal. A small whitish shape on one of the low concrete ‘posts’ at the back of the
seaward pool was probably the front view of a sleeping Green Sandpiper, and one of the Tufted
Ducks in the seaward pool showed a more chestnut breast and flanks than the others and could
have been the hybrid Ferrurginous still present. On the way home I walked the length of the main
channel across the South Moors parallel to the seawall in the hope of a Jack Snipe but put up
nothing at all. Passing Langstone Pond with the light fading a short burst of argumentative squealing
must have come from a couple of well hidden Water Rails, and there were two Grey Heron still on
the Wade Court yew (probably waiting for some night time fishing as the tide was just falling)
THU 30 NOV
Earlier this year some predator (Fox? Sparowhawk?) ate a WOODLARK in a field near Wickham, east
of the Meon Valley, but carefully left one leg of the bird on which was a BTO ring and a lime colour
ring. This leg and the rings were found a few weeks ago and given to John Shillitoe who sent them to
the BTO. John has just had the details back from the BTO telling him that the bird was ringed in the

Norfolk Brecks near Thetford in April 1997 as a nestling. The leg was found in a field a mile or more
from the wintering/breeding area for these birds at Hundred Acres close to John’s home and as the
date of its demise is unknown it is not clear what it was doing there (it could off course have been
carried there by a Sparrowhawk). Prior to this I was under the impression that Woodlarks did not
move far from where they were born, though they do move from heathland breeding sites to coastal
market gardens in the winter. Probably that is mainly true and this bird was an exception, though not
the only one as John Clark tells us that the 1996 Hampshire Bird Report carried news of a similar
Hampshire ringing recovery of a bird hatched in a Norfolk nest – that bird was definitely breeding in
north east Hampshire on Warren Heath (SU 7759) north west of Fleet. I suspect this may indicate
that the exception to the fairly sedentary life style of Woodlarks is the movement of young birds away
from home in their first year, seeking adventure and a mate and being sent on their way by parents
hoping for peace and quiet.
David Thelwell watched a HOUSE MARTIN happily flying around Timsbury Church in the Test Valley
for much of today. This is only a week after the ‘average latest date’ for Hampshire in recent years
and there are still three weeks to go if it is to stay and beat the ‘latest ever’ seen on 22 Dec 1982 –
nevertheless I doubt anyone else in Hamsphire has seen one in November this year.
Another BRENT GOOSE FAMILY with two juveniles arrived in Emsworth harbour for the first time
today – not sure if this is a new arrival or a family that has been elsewhere in Chichester harbour for
some time. As well as these Brent, among a flock of 132, Brian Fellows saw 2 ‘new to Emsworth’
COLOUR RINGED BLACK TAILED GODWITS – he will of course get the details of their origin from
Pete Potts but thinks that only one of them is an Icelandic bird, the other having a different
combination of rings.
In the eastern Solent off Stokes Bay at Gosport Lee Marshall today saw two RED THROATED
DIVERS, and I see that Russell Wynn also had two of them off Hurst Spit in the west Solent
yesterday – both sightings could be of the same birds but I think it more likely that there are at least
four in the Solent at the moment (but neither Black Throated or Great Northern currently reported).
Lee Marshall also found 16 Little Grebe in the Haslar Creek complex – at a guess alongside the MoD
buildings opposite the junction of Stoke Lake with Workhouse Lake. Another place where there is
usually a winter gathering of Dabchick is the eastern end of Portscreek where we used to get up to
40 of them. Where do they all go now? The only substantial group of them that I know of is the one at
Budds Farm and on the sea at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream close by.
Russell Wynn’s visit to Hurst Spit and Keyhaven marshes yesterday produced a couple of interesting
sightings including a single parent family of Pale Bellied Brent (one adult with one juvenile), a second
winter male Marsh Harrier, and the roving double act of one Pink-foot and one White-front goose
(Russell is fairly sure both come from English wildfowl collections). The White-front is presumably
the tame bird seen there last Sunday, but was the one seen at Ringwood a different bird?.
I think we now know that BLACKCAPS are more or less omnivorous in winter but I was amused to see
the latest contribution to the discussion of what they eat. Roger Jackson says he knows they like
cheese as he has a photograph to prove it – I suppose it is difficult for a wildlife photographer to
communicate sufficiently with a Blackcap to get it to say ‘Cheese’ in order to produce a so-natural
smile on its face, and giving it a lump of cheese is the next best thing in order to get an interesting
picture.
WED 29 NOV
The GREY PHALAROPE that was near the Langstone old railway bridge on Sunday was seen near the
mouth of the Hermitage Stream (north of the Budds Farm outfall and only 100 yeards offshore) by
Gary Wearn on Monday (Nov 27) and was still to be seen south of Budds Mound yesterday
afternoon, and at least two reports of it also mention two Great Northern Divers in the area. Less
spectacular, but likely to be a more regular sight there through the winter, are GOLDENEYE, of
which Brian Fellows saw eight in the Broadmarsh area today (and Kevin Stouse’s party last Sunday
saw a smart male with two females in Chalk Dock) – Brian also saw the Common Sandpiper on the
Budds Farm pools with 26 Wigeon offshore there. Lee Marshall also visited the Budds Farm pools
today and found the hybrid Ferruginous Duck still present and saw a Green Sandpiper (as last
winter both Green and Common Sandpipers are present but do not often appear together – making
it look as if someone was making a mistake). A couple of less common sightings in the north of
Langstone Harbour recently were a Dartford Warbler not far outside the Farlington Marshes reserve

(by the A27 at Chalk Dock) seen by Kevin Stouse’s party on Sunday (they also a a single female
Eider on the water there) and a Spotted Redshank seen at the Oysterbeds on Monday by Gary
Wearn.
Another unexpected Dartford Warbler sighting was made today by John Eyre in a wetland environment
at the Eelmore SSSI on hte Basingstoke Canal where it passes the west end of Farnborough airfield.
More suitable wetland birds there were five Jack Snipe and up to 48 Common Snipe. A few days
ago Lee Marshall also reported a similar large number of Snipe in the Alver Valley at Gosport with up
to 10 Water Rails heard there and I see that the Sussex website is today reporting ‘many Water
Rails’ heard in the Rye Harbour area where the Bittern count is up to two (Fleet Pond has only one
so far but no doubt will soon have more to enter in this winters ‘best Bittern site’ competition.)
Three more messages about the FEEDING PREFERENCES OF BLACKCAPS show that these birds
are able to adapt to most food put out for birds in winter time – though individual birds seem to have
strong preferences. Those in Stephen Harvey’s garden at Chandler’s Ford love raw pastry, while
Glynne Evans at Chilbolton has found that they will eat almost anything but definitely prefer a sweet
eating apple that has had part of the skin removed to let the birds get at the flesh, and they like to find
the apple securely fastened in a bush so that they can eat it under cover and off the ground – safe
from aerial and ground predators (but any Grey Squirrels around will also bless you for feeding them
in this way). To me, the most interesting of these messages is one from Paul Winter who agrees that
they are fairly omnivorous but he has found them to go for ordinary bird seed in a big way, proving
that they can cross over the great divide between seed eating and soft food eating (fruit and insects).
Barry Collins tells me that a flock of 100 FIELDFARE reached Thorney Island today – the first he has
seen there this winter – and that the Egrets are continuing to use the Thorney Deeps roost – he has
not made a count but estimates there may be 150 of them there currently each night. Smaller
numbers of Fieldfare (at least 24) were in the East Meon area today as I trudged round the sodden
fields making my first Winter Farmland Bird Survey visit for the BTO. I also saw perhaps a dozen
Redwing and two or three Song Thrushes, one of which put in a short burst of full song as the rain
ended at the start of my visit. Other than Rooks, Woodpigeon and Pheasant birds were in short
supply but I was pleased to get a good view of a male Sparrowhawk which perched briefly in a tree
close to me after dashing along the hedgerow, and to hear four different Marsh Tits (commoner than
Blue or Great Tits on this outing, but outnumbered by one troop of at least seven Long Tailed Tits).
TUE 28 NOV
As usual on a Tuesday, Brian Fellows was in Portsmouth where he thought a count of 48 SHOVELER
ON BAFFINS POND was an all time record for that site until John Clark told him that the 1999
Hampshire Bird Report (not yet in print) will show a count of 52 made there in February 1999. Other
noteworthy observations on this trip were of a single Razorbill in the Langstone Harbour entrance,
an unusually large count of around 250 Common Gull in the Eastney area (having a rest from flying
inland that day?), and MISTLE THRUSH SONG heard near Baffins Pond. Between the pond and
the Sixth Form College near the Eastern Road is the large area of grass designated by Portsmouth
City several yeara ago as an OFFICIAL BRENT GOOSE FEEDING AREA – last year they began to
use it right at the end of the winter but this year they seem to have got the message and today Brian
found just over 700 of them feeding there. Interestingly this flock had 8 juveniles, so my
understanding that there were only three juveniles in Langstone Harbour this winter has to be
revised and Brian suggests that the number is more like 30 juveniles.
Two Little Gulls were still to be seen at Brighton marina today, and the Pagham Harbour Spoonbill
(there is only one) has moved into field a little west of Sidlesham Ferry (near the sewage works).
One more garden BLACKCAP arrived in Havant on Nov 17 in Tony Gutteridge’s garden, and another
item of local news is a report of a Merlin at the Hayling Oysterbeds yesterday – I’m probably wrong
but I think this may be the first Merlin to arrive in Langstone harbour this winter.
MON 27 NOV
Although Puffins still breed in Dorset, and used to breed on the Isle of Wight until the 1950s, they are
very rarely seen in Hampshire with almost all records being of storm-driven or sickly birds. One in
the latter category was found yesterday at Inchmery near the mouth of the Beaulieu River and was
taken into temporary care by staff at Lepe Country Park who were intending to send it to a wildlife
hospital – this news from Dave Unsworth who saw the bird and identified it as an immature Puffin
(it’s rescuers thought it was a Razorbill).

A message from Graham Roberts today corrects my bold statement (see yesterday’s entries) that THE
BRIGHTON PEREGRINES are the only ones in the world to have colour rings – he says that colour
ringing of young birds is not unusual in the USA – but also tells me that a pair of Peregrines is
(probably) still roosting nightly on Chichester Cathedral thought they are not often seen as they
come in late in the day and are off again at first light. Your best chance to see them is when it is
raining heavily in the morning and they are reluctant to fly – look for them near the top of the spire on
the north side.
......Graham also has some interesting comments on BLACKCAPS – he has never seen them take
seed but has occasionally seen them on the ground after bread or apples (he doesn’t put food on the
ground because it would make the birds more vulnerable to cats and passing Sparrowhawks). This
year two Blackcaps (male and female) were in his garden on Nov 1, and he heard subsong from one
bird in late October – so perhaps the winter birds were earlier than usual in arriving this winter. To
add to the evidence for the main arrival of winter birds occurring this week I had one female in my
garden this morning – maybe it was tired after its journey as it settled down for a few minutes with its
bill tucked under its wing and was apparently asleep (though it had gone when I next looked)
Brian Fellows visited the Hayling Oysterbeds this morning in the hope of seeing a Grey Phalarope
which had been on Bridge Lake (north east of the pools) yesterday but failed to find it though he did
see one Black Necked Grebe and 42 Shelduck. He also saw the BLACK BRANT which had
returned to the Oysterbeds last week (see Tuesday 21 Nov) and was surprised to find it had come
back this year with a mate and two juveniles. I suppose this winter’s task for keen birders will be to
decide if the Brant is the father or mother of the two youngsters but I will leave that to others as I am
not aware of any visible differences between the sexes, nor of any behavioural differences at this
time of year. One other thought provoked by this late returning family is that there could be others,
though I doubt there will be enough of them to raise this year’s breeding success figure above zero.
Since writing this Brian Fellows tells me that Jason Crook thinks that one reason that the Brant may
have been successful in raising a family where the Brent have all failed, and for the late return of this
family to Langstone Harbour, is that it may have nested much further east than the Brent. I had
assumed that any Brant that reach us have (as a result of some initial navigation error) thrown in
their lot with the Brent and thereafter adopt their habits, flyways and breeding areas, but maybe they
are not as lost as they appear, do remember their ancestral breeding areas well to the east of the
Brent, and make a conscious decision to spend their winters on European rather than Asiatic coasts
(another little puzzle to be solved by the Solent Shorebird Study Group with a few expeditions to
eastern Siberia and a questionnaire on preferred holiday destinations to be put to the Brant found
nesting there)
......While on the subject of the Oysterbeds I see that Steve Mountain, the senior engineer for Havant
Borough in charge of the project to create the North West Hayling Nature Reserve around the
Oysterbeds, will be giving a talk on that subject to the Friends of Portsdown Hill in Drayton (Cosham)
this coming Wednesday evening (Nov 29) and John Goodspeed will be showing slides of some of
the wildlife there. If interested you can probably find out details by ringing Richard Jones, the
Portsdown Project Officer, at Fort Widley on 023-9238-9623 or by email to
johngoodspeed@havantnature.ndirect.co.uk
The only new item of local interest that I spotted on the SOS website this evening was a report of an
immature Spoonbill seen at Sidlesham Ferry yesterday – I think this is the long staying bird that has
been at Church Norton but it may be a new arrival.
PLANTS:

SUN 3 DEC
When the Havant Wildlife Group visited Fishbourne near Chichester yesterday they found much Cow
Parsley in full fresh flower and if the warm damp weather continues I suspect this will become a
common sight in many places as Hogweed already is – today I found one plant of Cow Parsley
flowering beside South Moor Lane and there is much flourishing new plant growth of it in the Havant
area. Several other umbellifers can be found in flower – yesterday at Fishbourne they found
Hemlock Water Dropwort, and today on a trip towards Farlington Marshes I came on healthy
flowering plants of Wild Carrot and Wild Parsnip. Another umbellifer that often flowers in mild winter
weather is Hemlock, and I found some fresh vegetative gowth today but no hint of flowers yet. In Old

Bedhampton I checked the very old wall on the west side of the Bidbury Mead carpark (north of the
church) and found much Pellitory of the Wall in flower, and along the edge of Langstone Harbour
where the Solent Way runs alongside the A27 before entering Farlington Marshes the ever
increasing population of Chinese Mugwort is showing that it has been flowering abundantly this
autumn – it used to be said that it hardly ever flowers in Britain as its flowering seaon is in October
but that is certainly not true here.
FRI 1 DEC
An afternoon walk through Havant to Budds Farm and back across the South Moors gave me just 30
wild flowers to start my December list, but nothing more exciting than the Guernsey Fleabane that is
now common around Langstone Harbour – the plants I saw were by the Brockhampton Stream. On
the South Moors one plant of Sea Aster had a healthy head of flowers and by the A27 a bramble was
in fresh flower. In my own garden there is an attractive little plant that not many people would notice
– the tiny Thyme Leaved Speedwell
MON 27 NOV
A walk around Emsworth with Brian Fellows on this very dismal November morning was brightened by
the sight of Maidenhair Spleenwort growing on the low wall of the chapel which is on your right as
you turn from the main Havant Road into Bath Road (with the Millpond on your left). This pretty little
fern is very common in the west country but in Hampshire its status is described in the new Flora as
‘local and occasional’ with the nearest to Havant of the listed sites being Bishops Waltham palace –
I have not found it anywhere else in the Havant area so I am very glad to see it flourishing on this wall
despite an intensive attempt to ‘clean’ the wall a few years ago. During our walk we found more of
the Winter Heliotrope coming into flower and also noticed that Pellitory of the Wall was still in flower
by the Slipper Mill Pond. Later in the day I saw from John Goodspeed’s weekly Nature Notes poster
that Lesser Periwinkle can be found in flower somewhere on Portsdown, so the plants in Havant’s
Grove Road (see Monday 20 Nov) are not unique in flowering now – with so much Greater
Periwinkle out now it would seem strange if the Lesser was not also to be found.
INSECTS:
SUN 3 DEC
The following paragraph in the Rye harbour nature reserve report for the month of November tells us
that ‘Few moths were still on the wing, although the second Cypress Carpet to be recorded in East
Sussex was recorded on 28th and the first December Moth of the winter was seen on 13th. A
Clouded Yellow was still on the wing on 1st and Red Admiral was noted on a few milder days.’ One
of those milder days was today and Trevor Carpenter had a Red Admiral out in Fareham.
FRI 1 DEC
Local TV news at lunchtime today was mainly of murders and murderers so I had the sound turned
down to enjoy a Schubert paino trio on the radio and failed to hear the full story when small red
damselfly appeared on the screen – I did hear that it was one of the more important species under
threat from a plan to build houses by the Itchen at Eastleigh and thought they named the species as
Southern Damselfly which would be Coenagrion mercuriale and is a very scarce species but is blue
(not red) and is confined to heathland streams, mainly in the New Forest. I suspect the red insect
shown briefly was probably a Ruddy Darter, but that is even less of a river insect. They did also
show a picture of an Otter which is appropriate to the Itchen. This evening they did show the blue
Southern Damselfly which I presume lives in small tributary streams rather than the main river.
Regardless of the exact species under threat this project to build 4,000 houses (I think that was the
number) close to the Itchen, and requiring a new road and bridge over the river, is just another
manifestation of the human pressure which, despite the efforts of all conservationists and statutory
bodies implementing all legal protection afforded to rare species, is bound to destroy the natural
environment we have known, still love, and all need as the mainspring of our quality of life. No doubt
there will be strong opposition, no doubt the plans will be modified to protect wildlife, but in the long
run the natural environment will become no more than a zoo. I am sure you will have seen David
Attenborough’s latest TV series on the ‘great extinction’ which tries to offer hope, but I am sure that
he is despondent as I am that nothing we say or do will alter the chain of events driven by the
ever-growing world population and the demands it puts on the natural environment.

WED 29 NOV
Barry Collins moth trap here in Havant last night attracted another fresh Silver Y, but with the continuing
southerly winds it is difficult to prove that it had emerged from a pupa here in Hampshire rather than
coming across the channel. Also in the trap was a Yellow Line Quaker and two male December
moths – the latter can be seen on the wing from October through to December. Another moth
coming to the end of its time was a Feathered Thorn which was not in the trap but preferred the
warmth of the house.
Over in Rowner at Gosport Lee Marshall has also been running his moth light and last night found one
Mottled Umber – like the Feathered Thorn another pretty moth of a rich brown colour, presumably to
match the colour of fallen leaves (its flight period is just November and December). Although the
moth may be pretty its caterpillars are not always loved as they can defoliate trees in a way that has
earned this insect the name of Erannis defoliaria. This is one of the species in which the female is
flightless. Lee also found 5 Light Brown Apple Moths (Epiphyas postvittana) in his trap but I cannot
find any reference to these in my moth and insect books though they do appear in a volume of
additions and corrections to Barry Goater’s book on Hampshire butterflies and moths, and in this I
see John Langmaid had one at his light in Southsea on my birthday (July 18) in 1979, found several
in 1982 and comments that they have become common since 1983
TUE 28 NOV
A Red Admiral was a surprising sight at Fort Purbrook on Portsdown today for Gary Wearn – these
insects really should learn to hibernate properly and not take to the wing whenever the sun shines.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

FRI 1 DEC
I am told that this year’s Turner prize was awarded this week for a photograph of the crutch of a pair of
jeans – no doubt the back view as being closest to the dung that is in fashion in recent years (though
Lions and Elephants who provide the best dung for these artistic exercises do not normally wear
jeans). My only thought is that there really is an immense amount of beauty and interest in the
wildlife associated with dung, and I was remineded of one aspect of it last Wednesday when I saw
the first of this autumn’s crop of glistening white stems rising from horse droppings to carry the
superbly shaped, pure white, bell shaped caps of Coprinus niveus fungus – now an artistic photo of
that really would be something to look at, especially if shown as part of a montage of many fungi and
beetles whose wholes lives are dedicated to dung.
TUE 28 NOV
Ben Darvill has managed to get hold of the Otter corpse from the railway at Swaythling and to pass it
on to an NRA environment officer so that it can be examined, and this has answered one of the
questions that occurred to me yesterday – it seems that the animal was a young adult female. In the
course of discussion it emerged that it was one of 13 known to be on the Itchen, and to be the first
officially known to have got down to the tidal section of the Itchen (an important move if the Otter
population is to spread into Southampton Water and hopefully across it to the New Forest - or up the
Test where it might not be so welcome to the fishermen). This good news was balanced by more
bad news – a second rail casualty further up the line.
MON 27 NOV
Following the report of the Otter being electrocuted on the railway in Southampton (see yesterday) a
couple more messages on the internet indicate the success of the scheme to re-introduce these
creatures into Hampshire – it would seem that that there may now be 12 Otters living along the
Itchen and being seen from Northam Bridge in Southampton all the way up to Alresford. I
understand that one Dog Otter will regard a large stretch of river as his territory, associating with
several females which stick to small stretches of water, so if the dead Otter was a male this may be
a setback affecting the breeding of several females, but if the sex of the dead animal can be
established it should be possible to introduce an appropriate replacement.
A phone call from Rosemary Webb this evening told me not only that the Orange Peel fungus continues
to flourish in Emsworth’s Hollybank Lane but also that she had seen an even more abundant display
of this fungus on wood chippings covering the flowerbeds on a roundabout outside Waitrose store in
Chichester this week. The wet weather is clearly good for some things ...
Graham Roberts tells me that he sees one of the Portsdown area albino Squirrels in his Cosham

garden almost daily ..
PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES

(Date, Time and height in metres)

27/11:-11:56-4.7 & : - .
28/11:-00:16-4.6 & 12:28-4.6
13:00-4.5
30/11:-01:26-4.5 & 13:33-4.4
01/12:-02:03-4.4 & 14:08-4.2
02/12:-02:44-4.2 & 14:47-4.1
15:34-3.9
04/12:-04:27-4.0 & 16:33-3.8
05/12:-05:34-3.9 & 17:44-3.8
06/12:-06:43-4.0 & 18:57-3.9
19:59-4.1
08/12:-08:35-4.4 & 20:52-4.3
09/12:-09:22-4.6 & 21:42-4.5
10/12:-10:07-4.8 & 22:29-4.7
23:17-4.9
12/12:-11:37-4.9 & : - .
13/12:-00:05-4.9 & 12:23-4.9
14/12:-00:54-4.9 & 13:10-4.8
14:00-4.7
16/12:-02:37-4.7 & 14:53-4.5

BIRDS:

29/11:-00:51-4.6 &
03/12:-03:31-4.1 &
07/12:-07:44-4.2 &
11/12:-10:51-4.9 &
15/12:-01:44-4.8 &

WEEK 47 NOV 20 - 26

SUN 26 NOV
Three messages reporting BLACKCAPS IN GARDENS feature in today’s batch of HOSLIST
messages, causing me to look back to the article which Graham Roberts wrote for the 1995
Hampshire Bird Report to summarise a study of these birds in his Cosham garden from 1969 to
1995. I see that he wrote that the winter birds usually arrive in mid or late November, which fits with
the current spate of new sightings, but that the numbers and dates vary from year to year so the two
which Mike Rafter had in his Romsey garden on Nov 9 this year were not exceptionally early (and
are very unlikely to have been late departing summer birds - Graham has found that these have all
gone by mid-October and there is then a period of about six weeks when there are no Blackcaps in
the garden, unlike the situation in spring when summer birds can start to arrive before the winter
ones have left). Graham says that his winter birds feed on apples and sponge cake, and that they
visit bird tables, but he does not mention seed eating so I find the report from Giles Darvill of a
Blackcap seen in the Andover area on Nov 24, described as ‘very hungry, eating sunflower seeds on
the ground for a long time' as being interesting. I know these birds like insects in the summer, but
are happy to eat berries and fruit, but seed eating is news to me – have others observed it? While on
this subject there is also the question of ground feeding – I thought Blackcaps were normally wary of
taking food from the ground (I have often seen them pecking at apples on trees, or taking e.g.
Elderberries, but never seen them going for an apple on the ground)
A good many years ago I came on two Snow Geese standing unperturbed in the middle of the access
road to the IBM Portsmouth site, and recall spending some twenty minutes herding them slowly to
the edge of the lake, thinking they would be safer on the water than among the traffic. When we
reached the water’s edge they were reluctant to go on it so I gave one of them a firm push, only to
have them both take off and fly back to the road. Today’s news from Ben Darvill at Hurst Spit
reminded me of this in that he had a single WHITE-FRONT GOOSE standing in the road at the
Keyhaven end and was able to walk within ten metres of it before it presumably took off – later in the
day what was probably this same goose was on Spinnaker Lake at Ringwood.
More tickable birds seen off the spit were two Black Throated Divers, three Purple Sandpiper, seven
Eider and a single Little Gull, and on Keyhaven Marshes there were more than 50 Shoveler (only a
few more than can be seen on Baffins Pond in Portsmouth)
Last Friday (Nov 24) Lee Marshall reckoned there were more than 10 Water Rail calling from the
vegetation around the River Alver to the west of Gosport and today he came on 49 SNIPE there. At
least three Chiffchaff are wintering there and the first few Fieldfare, Redwing and Siskin have
arrived, with six Stonechat and a Dartford Warbler in drier areas bordering Browndown. A couple of
interesting sightings were of a female Goldeneye and 19 Dunlin – I’m not clear if these were in
Stokes Bay where the Alver approaches the sea at Browndown Battery or were upstream. Today
Lee also visited the Lower Test reserve, getting super views of a Firecrest and seeing the 7+ Water
Pipits, a Kingfisher, two Green Sandpiper and a Peregrine while there and also seeing 150 Golden

Plover (presumably airborne) as he drove along the M27 in the Stoneham/ Bassett Green area a
little west of where the Golden Plover are usually seen near the airport. Back in the Gosport area
both Lee and Ian Calderwood report some 470 Brent on the HMS Sultan playing fields bordering the
southern end of Miltary Road – just one juvenile is still with this flock. Ian Calderwood mentions two
Med Gulls among a gull flock on the grass near the Stokes Bay Lifeboat Station/Angling Club at the
seaward end of the road continuing Anglesey Road to the shore. Finally, in the Haslar/Stoke Lake
complex the winter flock of Dabchick is up to 13 – but no reports of Goosander from Anglesey Lake
(at the end of this inlet) yet this winter, nor from the Hermitage Stream/Oysterbeds area in Langstone
Harbour.
SAT 25 NOV
Someone had the pleasure of watching a GREY PHALAROPE on the sea off south Hayling for a whole
hour at midday today but I don’t know who as I have only seen the news as an annonymous pager
message. Whoever it was they also saw three Little Gulls, one Arctic Skua and a Med Gull. Two
more Little Gull sightings were reported today on the SOS website near the mouth of the River Adur
at Shoreham (the report specified they were in the Southwick Canal, and I think this is in the
Portslade area near Hove). ** PS – One more Little Gull was off Selsey, and another at Hurst Spit, on
Nov 26 **
Yesterday I was wondering where the usual winter gathering of SLAVONIAN GREBES off the beach at
Church Norton had got to this year, and today I read that six of them were on the sea just off Selsey
Bill this morning. Whether they will stay there, preferring it to the Church Norton shore, we will have
to wait and see. Also off Selsey were two Red Throated Diver, two Eider, five Kittiwake and an Arctic
Skua. Other news from our end of Sussex is of ten Little Stint still at West Wittering and the Long
Tailed Duck still on the West Trout lake at Chichester.
Also on the SOS website I see that all EIGHT YOUNG PEREGRINES which have been raised over the
past three years in the famous (as seen on TV) nest-box on the Sussex Heights tower block in
central Brighton have been ringed by Graham Roberts not only with standard BTO rings but also
with larger colour rings having a single letter on each one. As far as he knows these are the only
Peregrines in the world to have such adornments, and Graham would love to hear of any sightings
(you can email him at groberts@westsussex.gov.uk )
The Havant Wildlife Group arrived at Farlington Marshes for their usual three hour Saturday field trip
this morning and were driven back by heavy rain but not before seeing more than 40 Shelduck in
Shutt Lake (the channel taking water from the landlocked lake in the reserve into the harbour). In the
afternoon Brian Fellows walked in the east of Stansted Forest, hearing at least one SONG THRUSH
in good voice.
FRI 24 NOV
Last Wednesday (Nov 22) Mike Rafter and Marc Moody were out on Hurst spit and saw a Leach’s
Petrel as the star of the day with a supporting caste of one Black Throated Diver (very close in),
single Guillemot and Razorbill, and three Kittiwake. One Goldeneye and a dozen Common Scoter
were also there. At Hill Head yesterday unknown observers reported 13 Common Scoter, 3 Little
Gulls and an Arctic Skua to Birdline, while at Harestock (Winchester) Dave Pearson found the
unusual sight of three male Zebra Finches in his garden.
The SOS website carries news of a single Twite at Church Norton yesterday, with the Spoonbill still
present in the harbour and a Great Northern Diver plus one Slav Grebe off shore (what has
happened to the usual winter gathering of Slav Grebes here?). On Wednesday there was a Hen
Harrier in the Pagham Harbour area with 8 Med Gulls and 2 Little Gulls (another 5 of these over the
sea there) and a count of 27 Egrets may be a roost count or just feeding birds. No Avocet were
reported but the LONG TAILED DUCK was still at Chichester. Also on Wednesday, at Sheffield
Park lakes (east of Haywards Heath), a single Great White Egret was reported.
Birds of Hampshire tells us that LITTLE GULLS have been recorded in the county in every month of the
year but that few occur between mid-November and mid-March. Whether this winter will prove the
exception remains to be seen but the presence of four or five in the Hurst/Milford area last
Wednesday (Nov 22), three at Hill Head yesterday, and seven in the Selsey/Pagham area on
Wednesday makes it sound as if a few might be hanging on around the coast for some time as rough
weather continues out in the Atlantic – I understand they winter not far offshore in the English
Channel and around the Atlantic coast of Europe.

Another bird that is not particularly numerous in Hampshire but is likely to increase in numbers (unless
the ‘men from the ministry’ get them first) is the RUDDY DUCK and my attention was drawn to it
today when I saw that Brian Fellows had been to Arundel yesterday and had seen five of them on
Swanbourne Lake while John Goodspeed has been to Yorkshire this week and saw them by the
hundred on Fairburn Ings (east of Leeds). At Arundel, where the Wildfowl reserve is shut due to
flooding, Swanbourne Lake had a good selection of birds including a male Mandarin, twenty
Pochard and thirty Gadwall (one of them a semi-albino). Brian’s news also tells me that the Black
Swan is back at Emsworth Millpond today.
Lee Marshall tells me that a flock of over 150 GOLDEN PLOVER is present of the wide flat fields
around Newlands Farm between Fareham and Stubbington and I suspect they have been there
unreported for some time as I think this is a regular winter site for them, though not one which
normally attracts birders. With a good many Black Redstarts in the country this winter I wonder if
close inspection of the derelict buildings of Newlands Farm would also discover them – I have seen
them there once in the past.
A sunny morning gave me a good opportunity to take a look round my Winter Farmland Bird Survey
square at East Meon. Starting from the south west corner of the square I had only walked 600
metres before reaching a six way path junction at SU 696221 where I was met by a chorus of ‘chack,
chacking’, ‘gupping’ and whistling as a mixed flock of over 50 FIELDFARE AND REDWING
(probably 30 Fieldfare) arrived in the trees around me from the north east. I guess most of them
continued south west down the Meon valley but some were still around when I returned to this spot a
couple of hours later. During my tour I came on several Yellowhammer, one Bullfinch and one Marsh
Tit, a male Kestrel and a Buzzard (call only). I heard both Great Tit and Dunnock singing as well as
the Wrens and Robins and, best of all, saw two Grey Partridge fly from me and then run for cover
with one showing its head.
Both the TV and the local paper today carry news that three pairs of Red Kite have successfully reared
young this year in ‘Southern England’ (Sussex/Hampshire/Dorset). This is in addition to breeding by
the rest of the total of 429 pairs reported to be resident in the country as a whole and demonstrates
that the introduced birds are spreading and settling outside the release areas. I suppose it also
means that I will now have to suppress any detail on the location of sightings – even winter sightings
could point the finger towards breeding sites. At least there should be no need to suppress news of
the pleasure given to Gwynne and Nigel Johnson earlier this week when they visited business
premises in Stokenchurch and had unexpected close views of 5 RED KITES around the buildings
they were visiting on business with no intention of bird-watching.
THU 23 NOV
An afternoon walk to the Warblington shore took me through Warblington cemetery where I counted 48
COLLARED DOVES on the now bare branches of the trees. There is always a good number of them
in this area (which includes the farmyard) but I think this must have been a night roost gathering
birds from around a wider area – they used to congregate at Langstone Pond but I have not seen
them there recently. One field had 7 Egrets and another had a small flock of two dozen Brent on the
grass, while across the water I watched some 300 Brent flying onto the Northney Marsh fields from
the Emsworth Channel.
WED 22 NOV
Last Monday (Nov 20) 8 Fieldfare and 8 Redwing were in Gwynne Johnson’s garden at Soberton in the
Meon Valley and on the previous Saturday (Nov 18) a Song Thrush was singing in Jim Berry’s
garden at Rowlands Castle, and today Adrian Martin came on a flock of more than 7 Bullfinch at
Dibden Bay. Another passerine that might not attract any twitchers was a single Corn Bunting seen
near the Sidlesham Visitor Centre for Pagham Harbour
More exciting birds seen at Pagham Harbour last Saturday (Nov 18) were 6 Avocet, a (wintering)
Whimbrel, a female Goldeneye, 5 Eider, 20+ Golden Plover, 30 Fieldfare and of course the
Spoonbill.
Further along the Sussex coast at Brighton marina yesterday (Nov 21) yet another late Swallow was
seen with a single Wheatear. More seasonable birds there included two Black Redstart, eleven
Purple Sandpiper, twelve Red Throated and one Great Northern Diver, two Arctic Skua, a Little Gull
and a ringed Med Gull

TUE 21 NOV
Brian Fellows found 4 PURPLE SANDPIPER back in the rocks at Southsea Castle today (probably part
of a larger influx as 11 of them were seen at Brighton Marina today) and then watched a RAZORBILL
in the Langstone harbour entrance by the ferry before moving on to Baffins Pond where the
SHOVELER have increased to 44 (close on last winter’s maximum of 46). 67 Swans at the
Southsea Canoe Lake are also well on target to reach or exceed last winter’s maximum of 94. No
Med Gull could be seen at the Canoe Lake but there was a ringed one seen today at Brighton
Marina, though I guess this will have been a normally ringed bird, not the one legged bearer of the
large print ‘02K’ ring. While still in the Portsmouth area Brian heard Cetti’s Warbler singing at Milton
Lakes and noted 52 KNOT on the mud offshore there.
Jason Crook today found an adult hybrid drake FERRUGINOUS DUCK at the Budds Farm pools and is
pretty certain that it is the same bird which was seen by birders at Farlington Marshes Deeps last
winter (when it was a first winter bird). The flock of 8 ROCK PIPITS were all present on the shore by
the outfall and Jason also saw a single Water Pipit but does not say exactly where – the message
implies it was on the shore but previous sightings have been around the Tamarisk pool on the South
Moors. Out in the harbour he saw one Slav Grebe and over at the Hayling Oysterbeds he found the
(possibly hybrid, certainly ‘impure’) BLACK BRANT that has been there in the last three winters (this
is the fourth).
Pager news from Langstone Harbour today tells us that the count of BLACK NECKED GREBE is now
up to 13 and that there are over 50 Great Crested Grebe in the harbour with at least 30 Merganser.
Belated news from Mike Collins is of a single Pale Bellied Brent seen off the South Moors on Oct 15
(before he dashed off to Australia and back)
Cycling along the Eastoke promenade on Hayling today I found just one female BLACK REDSTART
today in a garden opposite where the concrete wall on the seaward side of the promenade ends
(close to the Bosmere Road entrance to the beach). Continuing around the Sandy Point reserve I
found one female Stonechat in the reserve and watched four Sanderling fly past low over the sea,
their white underparts and prominent white wing bar showing well. On the way to Hayling I had not
seen much because of fog, but on the way back I passed my first large flock of up to 300 Brent on a
Hayling field (H34C between the southern end of the Hayling Coastal Path and the harbour) which
appeared to have a winter cereal crop just sprouting.. At the Oysterbeds the number of SHELDUCK
had increased from 26 last week to 36 today and the female Stonechat was still present.
MON 20 NOV
A tantalizing message was forwarded to me this evening by John Goodspeed, who had received it as
input to the ‘Havant Nature Notes’ posters which he prepares each week and circulates to some 40
parts of the Havant/Portsmouth area. It tells how last Tuesday (Nov 14) the author of the message,
who lives in south Hayling, was called to the window by his wife to see an immature male GOLDEN
ORIOLE among fallen Bramley apples in the garden. The author was not one of those who see a
strange bird, look it up in a book and come out with an unlikely answer, but a birder of many years
experience who has been around the world with the RAF and has actually ringed Golden Orioles in
both Cyprus and Spain. He realises that this is an extraordinarily late in the year record for Britain,
but has no doubt as to what he saw though the bird flew south after only a few minutes. He says that
this is his second record for Hayling Island as he was lucky enough to see the one which appeared
near the Oysterbeds in May 1984 and was seen by a few of the people twitching a Subalpine
Warbler. Looking at Birds of Hampshire I find that nearly all recent records of this species in
Hampshire have been between May and July, with just five records for August and September but,
prior to 1951, there were three winter records of males in December 1897, March 1901 and Dec
1947.
It’s difficult to find anything to follow that item about the Golden Oriole but Adrian Martin does his best
with an account of how he visited Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour on Saturday (Nov 18) on a trip
organised by the Dorset Wildlife Trust and saw a flock of 770 AVOCET and hundreds of Black Tailed
Godwit. Trips occur once a month in the winter and if you want to go then contact the Dorset Wildlife
Trust (details in the national www.wildlifetrust.org.uk website) – next one is thought to be on Dec 17.
......Back in Hampshire the pagers reported both White-fronted Goose and Pale Bellied Brent (I think
one of each) at Pennington on Saturday (Nov 18) with a Marsh Harrier, and today Mike Rafter saw a
single Pink Footed Goose there among Brent. He also saw both Great Northern and Black Throated

Divers, 2 Velvet Scoter, 4 Eider, 6 Pintail and 8 Merganser. Yesterday (Nov 19) Russell Wynn was
in the central New Forest and found several Brambling feeding with Chaffinch on the Beechmast,
and 20 Fieldfare, while at the Lower Test reserve he watched 3 Ravens flying north up the Test
valley and 3 Green Sandpiper in the reserve. Further north in the Basingstoke area Mike Wall today
saw a flock of 65 Fieldfare and another of 40 Golden Plover. At Ovington on the upper Itchen Giles
Darvill watched a Water Rail fly across the river and then walk openly on the far bank – suggesting to
me a bird that has newly arrived in the area and does not yet know its way to get around without
being seen.
The Black Swan is still absent from Emsworth but newcomers seen in the harbour by Brian Fellows
today were 2 GOLDENEYE, 15 Knot and 14 Shelduck. At least 1000 Dunlin lined the waters edge
and 500 Brent with 18 Black Tailed Godwit were on the mud with 8 Merganser and 5 Dabchick on the
water.
Walking from Havant to Budds Farm via the Langbrook stream today I heard MISTLE THRUSH SONG
twice, probably from two separate birds at places over 500 metres apart. One was in South Street
near Bosmere School, the other was in the Langbrook Close area south of the A27 roundabout and
the Xyratex access road. Before I set out I had been checking the date when regular SONG
THRUSH SONG started in 1999 and found it was on Nov 15, so that is now overdue – maybe an
indication of fewer than ever in our area this winter. Blackbirds are not in short supply and the last
two evenings they have been making their traditional ‘going to bed’ noises which are so typical of
early dusk on winter evenings
......On the South Moors this morning a GREEN SANDPIPER was back on the Langstone South Moors
in the Tamarisk Pool – yesterday I was commenting that none had come to settle in the Havant area
this winter but I guess that the whole country is so waterlogged that these birds are spoilt for choice
of winter sites. While watching it with Gary Wearn a female Sparrow Hawk flew over on a
recconaissance mission for prey or territory, and in an oak tree near the stile from the South Moors
proper into the ex-IBM playing fields two Kestrels were perched within feet of each other –
presumably the local pair keeping an eye on their territory. John Goodspeed tells me that Tawny
Owls near his home on Portsdown are now very vocal at night, presumably for similar reasons as
last summer’s young birds seek their own hunting if not breeding territories and the established
adults have to remind them that the best places are already occupied.
PLANTS:

SUN 26 NOV
Brian Fellows found WINTER HELIOTROPE starting to flower near Emsworth’s Peter Pond today, and
with mild and sunny weather forecast for the coming week more of this plant should come out in
many places – though perversely it seems to like a good frost to give it the signal that winter is here
(so that it can live up to it’s name)
MON 20 NOV
An un-cultivated front garden of a house in Havant’s Grove Road has a mass of what appears to be wild
LESSER PERIWINKLE covering most of the ground below a Silver Birch tree and each year I enjoy
a good display of its small blue flowers well before I see them in woodland and hedgrow situations.
The first two flowers for this winter were out this morning, and I suspect that if I go to the Havant
Health Centre and walk along the path following the south edge of the doctor’s carpark (between the
old hedge and the Leisure Centre) I will see more of these flowers. The flowers there seem a little
larger and deeper blue in colour, so they may be some cultivar unknown to me, but as the path leads
in Havant Farm Close I presume that fifty years ago this was the outskirts of a rural farm and the
hedge is probably part of the farm. Two other items of plant interest on today’s walk were the
discovery of a healthy plant of Black Medick covered with flowers, and to see that at Wade Court
Farm there are now six spikes of Winter Heliotrope flowers where a week ago there was only one.
INSECTS:
FRI 24 NOV
Lee Marshall tells me that he runs a regular moth trap near the Alver Valley in Gosport and that on
Wednesday this week he found a fresh SILVER-Y MOTH, which suggests to me a newly emerged
offspring of last summer’s migrants. Checking this with my ‘Guide to British Moths’ by Margaret

Brooks I found the usual life-cycle diagram showing the months in which the moths, their eggs,
larvae and pupae can be found and saw that, unlike nearly all other species for which this diagram
goes right around the year, the Silver Y produces eggs, larvae and pupae but the latter come to
nothing. The bar representing the pupae ends in mid-November, but the bar for the adults does not
begin until mid-May, implying a lot of wasted energy on the part of the many adult moths we see here
each summer – with a bit of global warming however that may all change and Lee may have
witnessed the start of a new era for this species (I doubt that just yet!). Other finds in his moth trap
were a Winter Moth (only on the wing from November to January each year), a Yellow-line Quaker
(which flies from September to November) and a Light Brown Apple Moth
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 26 NOV
Ben Darvill passes on some sad news today about the DEATH OF AN OTTER on the railway line in
Southampton. It seems that the animal was electrocuted recently on the railway where it comes
close to the Itchen a little south of Swaythling station less than a mile downstream from the M27. I
know these animals will make quite long overland journeys to get from one river to another but I am
surprised that one should be heading into such a densely built up area.
On Nov 3 I was surprised to hear that Lee Marshall had seen four ROE DEER in the Gilkicker area of
the Gosport shore and guessed that they might have come from (been flooded out of?) the Alver
Valley so I am not so surprised to hear that he saw six of them in the Alver Valley today. Normally
these animals keep a fair distance between their family units, so you normally see them in ones or
twos, but here in the Alver Valley I guess they have limited shelter so tend to congregate together
during the day (spreading out in different directions when feeding at night).
FRI 24 NOV
John Goodspeed tells me that the WHITE SQUIRRELS of the Portsdown area are still flourishing – one
was in his garden on top of the hill last Monday. This reminds me that I recently got out my
binoculars to look at a Squirrel in my Havant garden which seemed to the naked eye to be very pale.
A close look revealed that I was looking at bare skin over much of this squirrel’s body – something
had removed all the fur down the spine and much of it along the flanks. I don’t think it was mange
(the fur was removed in lines rather than irregular patches) and I wonder it it had been attacked by
other squirrels? I’ve heard of humans submitting to similar shaving to raise money for Children in
Need, but never Squirrels – will we find them sleeping in buckets full of Baked Beans next
November?
THU 23 NOV
A week or so ago I noticed several people assiduously COLLECTING FALLEN LEAVES and putting
them in plastic bags, and my thought then was of the stupidity (if these people were doing so) of
adding to our landfill problems by putting out these bags with the weekly rubbish collection so as to
keep gardens and road frontages tidy. Today I noticed another example of un-necessary tidying up
with even worse consequences. A small piece of grass which seems to have been adopted as a
garden extension (although it is outside any garden, and is just the end of a cul-de-sac) had been
carefully raked clear of fallen leaves and there, in the centre of it, was a small dead Hedgehog with
leaves still pinned to the spines on its back. I can only assume that this animal had decided to settle
down for its first winter in the pile of leaves at the end of this road and had been accidentally exposed
by the raking, had eventually woken to find itself cold and uncovered, and had managed to crawl a
few yards before collapsing and dying.
PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES

(Date, Time and height in metres)

20/11:-06:15-4.2 & 18:40-4.1
21/11:-07:28-4.4 & 19:52-4.2
20:49-4.4
23/11:-09:19-4.7 & 21:39-4.5
24/11:-10:04-4.8 & 22:23-4.6
25/11:-10:45-4.8 & 23:04-4.6
23:41-4.6
27/11:-11:56-4.7 & : - .
28/11:-00:16-4.6 & 12:28-4.6
29/11:-00:51-4.6 & 13:00-4.5
13:33-4.4
01/12:-02:03-4.4 & 14:08-4.2

22/11:-08:28-4.5 &
26/11:-11:22-4.8 &
30/11:-01:26-4.5 &

02/12:-02:44-4.2 & 14:47-4.1
03/12:-03:31-4.1 & 15:34-3.9
16:33-3.8
05/12:-05:34-3.9 & 17:44-3.8
06/12:-06:43-4.0 & 18:57-3.9
07/12:-07:44-4.2 & 19:59-4.1
20:52-4.3
09/12:-09:22-4.6 & 21:42-4.5
BIRDS:

04/12:-04:27-4.0 &
08/12:-08:35-4.4 &

WEEK 46 NOV 13 - 19

SUN 19 NOV
Merlin are not infrequent winter visitors to Colin Law’s garden on the edge of the downs just east of
Brighton and this morning one flashed past his bedroom window at 7:30am. After disturbing his
Sunday morning lie-in by posing the question of ‘was it really a Merlin that I saw?’ it was kind enough
to return a few minutes later to give him a good view and re-assure him of its identity.
Later this morning Brian Fellows walked though Stansted Forest from Forestside to Rowlands Castle
and back with no such dramatic sight but he did find a flock of 20+ Goldfinch working the Larch
cones and a good number of Chaffinch feeding on the ground – probably on the abundant
beechmast. No Siskin with the Goldfinch nor Brambling with the Chaffinch.
SAT 18 NOV
A late Swallow was seen at Climping (west side of the mouth of the R. Arun) yesterday along with one
or two Black Redstarts, and Sussex news for today is of three Bitterns and a late Reed Warbler at
Rye, where a Great Northern Diver is on the water of Scotney GP and a Little Stint can still be seen
on the Kent shore of the water.

Nearer home in Sussex the Spoonbill is still in Pagham Harbour (presumably still visible from Church
Norton) but maybe the Long Tailed Duck (a drake), which was reported to be on Pagham Lagoon on
Nov 4, 7, 12 and 15 has flown to Chichester GP as the Havant Wildlife Group found a similar winter
male on the West Trout Lake today. The group also saw some 20 Great Crested Grebe, 30 Gadwall,
50 Pochard, 100 Tufted Duck and over 1000 Coot on the lakes and had a brief glimpse of what might
have been a Black Necked or Slavonian Grebe (or even Red Necked)
Belated Hampshire news over the pagers for yesterday at Titchfield Haven was of one Common Scoter
seen off Titchfield Haven and of a couple of Stonechat and one Egret in the reserve.
FRI 17 NOV
The SOS website tonight reports another late Yellow Wagtail at Selsey Bill (one seen yesterday) and a
Bittern at Rye (where two have been seen recently). The two Pallas’s Warblers reported at Beachy
Head on Wednesday were still there yesterday but not reported today though vistors there may still
encounter up to six Black Redstarts (with another one possible at Selsey). In Pagham Harbour a
Sandwich Tern was seen on Wednesday (Nov 15) provoking the question of whether it will be
staying over winter. That question is also relevant to three Little Stints seen in the extreme east of
Sussex at Pett Level and Rye. More normal winter visitors were two Great Northern Divers, one at
Selsey Bill and the other at Rye. The Spoonbill was still in Pagham Harbour on Wednesday (Nov 15)
along with six Med Gulls.
The Firecrest which Andy Collins heard last weekend calling repeatedly in the Weston Shore area
between Netley Castle and Southampton Water was still there this morning, but it and a single Egret
were the only birds of interest that Andy found today. Over in Emsworth Brian Fellows was also out
in the sunshine and watched a Kingfisher flying low over the Slipper Millpond but could not locate the
Black Swan – has it gone to Bosham this time?
A brief burst of Collared Dove song as I walked through Havant today reminded me that even these
round the year breeders have a slight autumn pause. They were singing to mid-September but I did
not hear one from Sept 17 to Nov 7 with another silent week until I heard them both yesterday and
today. I have also noticed a pair of them have taken over guard duty on our garden bird table in the
last week or so and will no doubt remain there through the winter.
THU 16 NOV
A call from Alistair Martin today told me that he had this morning walked the Eastoke promenade from
Eastoke Corner to Sandy Point in search of the four Black Redstarts (one male and three females)
which Tim Timlick has seen in gardens scattered along that area recently. On this occasion Alstair
found two separate females, one where the promenade passes the Eastoke Ave/Southwood Road

junction and the other only a little west of the Bosmere Road/Southwood Road junction. On
HOSLIST today I see that Mike Rafter was at Hurst Castle yesterday and found one Black Redstart
there along with a Red Throated Diver and two Merlins
At high tide today I found 21 Egrets at Wade Court, three of them in the pony fields north of the house.
6 Herons were in the southern field with the majority of the Egrets, today all on the ground rather
than up in the trees. 40 Teal were on the flooded part of the meadow – but so far this autumn there
has been no Green Sandpiper there despite plenty of them being reported from other parts of
Hampshire and Sussex. In 1999 I have six records of Havant area sightings in Sept and Oct,
including one on this Wade Court meadow on Sept 28, but so far this autumn the only record I have
is of one on the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton on Aug 6 and that presumably did not stay.
WED 15 NOV
Sue Morrison was driving along the M27 near the Itchen valley country park this morning when she saw
a lone Swallow. I couldn’t work out if the bird was following the river or the motorway in its haste to
catch up with its mates but it does conjure up memories of intrepid early aviators using the railways
as a reliable navigation aid – could it be that birds are now using this technique? I see from the SOS
website that another Swallow was seen at West Wittering yesterday and today a Wheatear was at
Ovingdean near Brighton and a Whinchat still at Beachy Head. A Yellow Wagtail was at Winchelsea
sewage works as recently as Monday (Nov 13). Nine Little Stint can be seen at West Wittering and
at Pagham the Spoonbill and Long Tailed Duck are still present, while two Bramblings at Beachy
Head give hope of some reaching Hampshire before too long.
At Beachy Head a report of a Woodcock presumably means an arrival from across the channel, though
two Pallas’s Warblers which have been showing well at Belle Tout Wood close to Beachy Head have
presumably come a lot further (from Asia)
Norman Hunt today found seven Fieldfare on the Fleming Park golf course (beside the M3 at Eastleigh)
today though his news was dominated by an albino Sparrow which feeds in his garden near
Winchester. A large female Sparrowhawk rules the air in his home neighbourhood, yet the
uncamouflaged Sparrow still survives – perhaps it’s not yet big enough to be worth eating. Another
garden bird (well, very fleetingly as it flew past the window box of Paul Beckett’s flat near Cobden
Bridge over the Itchen in Southampton) was probable a Merlin, but he is puzzled by two aspects of
the rapid series of calls which the bird made. One is that he has read that Merlin are silent away from
their nest areas, and the second is that he thinks there should be a roughness to the call of a Merlin
which was absent from the call of this bird. All I can say is that I seem to remember, long ago on the
Langstone South Moors, being delighted by the clear, rapid, calls of a male Merlin which perched
very briefly on the tip of a tree to show its blue plumage in the winter sunlight. My memory is of a very
urgent, rapid, clear, call and I can’t recall any harshness. The last Hobby I heard reminded me at the
time of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker with much less of the raptor about it, but then all birds are
individuals and their calls vary with the circumstances giving rise to them – probably the Merlin
coming up the Itchen had just heard of the impending closure of Vosper Thorneycroft and was as
concerned as the Pergrines must be at the likely loss of a favourite perching place.
Going out into my garden for a breathe of air on a dull misty morning when the early feeding of garden
birds had died down I did not expect to see anything of interest but a tight bunch of some 20 Starlings
over houses to the north focussed my attention on a Sparrowhawk returning east to open country
from the built up area. I’ve no idea if it had had its breakfast but it was not hunting at the time and it
was following a regular aerial highway used by the town pigeons flying east to get a healthy
breakfast before coming back into town to stuff themselves on less healthy hand outs (to be fair
people are now heeding the notices and not feeding pigeons in the precincts nearly as much as they
used to, but they still discard plenty of scraps not orginally intended for the birds). Later in the day I
went for a short walk in the Hollybank woods where there are lots of Holly berries to attract thrushes.
I only saw few birds in the trees and could not identify any of them but I did hear a very brief snatch
of what was probably Song Thrush song and later saw one slim thrush flying high and fast over the
trees with the look of a Redwing.
Clive Hope tells me that the Shoreham Natural History Society visited Thorney Island last Saturday
(Nov 11) and found four or five Goldeneye in the Thorney Channel along with a couple of Eider, ten
Shelduck and 20+ Pintail (these flying over). A lone Knot was on the mud and at least four Bearded
Tits were seen somewhere on the island.

TUE 14 NOV
My weekly cycle ride down the Hayling coastal path showed me there were more than usual of Great
Crested Grebes in the harbour, of Dunlin roosting on the Oysterbed bunds, and of Shelduck in the
main pool but while I can be pretty sure of the increased number of Shelduck (25, or was it 26?) my
own estimates for the other two species were almost certainly well under the actual count. Looking
from the north end of the Billy Line I counted at least 15 Grebes in one quick scan of the water over
to Long Island but I suspect that anyone spending some time there and having a telescope would
have doubled that number. Both Jason Crook and Pete Durnell (leading one of the Rangers public
outings which had brought a party of 20 people to the southern bund wall of the Oysterbeds) had the
time and scopes, and comparing my own estimate of Dunlin numbers (2,500 to 3,000 in the air as I
went past) with Pete’s estimate of at least 10,000 you can see the difference between what a casual
glance tells you and what can be seen by diligent scanning, counting and re-counting over perhaps
an hour. I spoke to Pete on my way back after his party had left and he told me they had seen 2 Black
Necked Grebe today and that he had seen 3 Eider in the Langstone Channel yesterday, and later on
my way home Jason Crook told me that he had recently seen up to 9 Black Necked Grebe in the
harbour and had heard from birders at Farlington Marshes of up to 10 Goldeneye back on the water
there. Jason also contributed to my recent thoughts on what factors cause the Brent Geese to start
feeding ashore by remarking that the first frosts, if they occur at low tide, can kill off much of the
zostera on the exposed mud, sending the geese ashore to seek other food. Also on my way home I
met Tim Timlick who told me that four Black Redstarts, one of them a smart male, had been in the
Southwood Road area of Hayling (between Eastoke Corner and Sandy Point) and I think he said the
male might be seen in a garden beside one of the paths going from Southwood Road to the
promenade (I think he mentioned a Havant Borough vehicle park, a large block of flats, and a private
garden all adjacent to this path, though I may have misunderstood)
Brian Fellows was in Portsmouth as usual on a Tuesday and met up with an old friend he had not seen
since Dec 1999 – this was a lone Grey Plover in Eastney Lake which has three red rings on at least
one leg. Over at the Southsea Canoe Lake he was unable to renew acquaintance with the famous
Med Gull with the 02K ring but he did find 67 Swans there, and at Baffins Pond there were high
numbers of Shoveler (29) and Tufted Duck (45) but the Barnacles, Snow Goose and Bar Head
hybrid were still absent (presumably at Titchfield).
If you want more and better quality day by day bird news than I can offer John Norton reminds us that
the Portland Bird Observatory has an excellent website at
http://www.portlandbirdobs.btinternet.co.uk/
MON 13 NOV
Yesterday a singing Woodlark attracted John Shillitoe’s attention to a flock of 19 in a stubble field in the
Hundred Acres area (SU 5911) to the east of Wickham in the Meon Valley. John has found wintering
birds here for many years, usually in a market gardening area (which includes a commercial rhubarb
patch which the birds seem to like) but sometimes he cannot find them there and he now believes
they use the corn stubble more than he thought. John is not sure where these birds come from as
the wintering numbers remain high while the breeding birds seem to have declined much in numbers
in recent years (though they may well breed in places he has not discovered). My own impression
from reports of birds seen moving in the autumn, and of them usually moving away from breeding
locations for the winter, is that they do move long distances between their summer and winter
quarters, and that John is lucky to have both breeding and wintering birds in his patch. A few miles
to the north, and about the same distance east of the Meon, John thi weekend found a flock of 15
Corn Bunting in fields to the north of Hambledon (I think in or near the SU 6316 square). They too
are in territory which they find suitable for breeding, but whether these are local birds or far from their
breeding territories is unknown.
Russell Wynn was with half a dozen Hampshire birders at Hurst Castle last Saturday and I for one am
grateful to him for telling us what they saw. That included 6 Little Gulls and 47 Kittiwake pus a lone
Fulmar. They also saw at least one each of Razorbill and Guillemot, and single Arctic Skua, Med
Gull, and Red Throated Diver. Ten Merganser, three Eider, two Shag, one or two Merlin and one
Peregrine were also on the list and they heard of recent sightings in the area of Short Eared Owl,
Slav Grebe and Goldeneye
Giles and Ben Darvill visited the north west corner of the New Forest yesterday starting in Latchmore

Bottom (SU 1812) before moving north east to Pitts Wood where they saw just one Hawfinch in an
Ash tree and at least ten Bullfinch. The large numbers of Redwing that have been passing through
that area seem to have now reduced to smaller numbers, perhaps staying in the area – a total of not
much over 60 were seen on this visit. Woodpigeon movement is perhaps also dying down – in
Southampton Russell Wynn could only see just over 1000 going north west in an hour of watching
when he got to Town Quay this morning. A Shag was still in the water nearby. A mile or so south of
Town Quay, and on Sunday, Andy Collins was in the Weston Shore area watching/hearing a
Firecrest calling continuously between Netley Castle and the shore. Way to the north, and late this
afternoon, Trevor Carpenter was at Southampton Parkway railway station with up to 450 of the
Golden Plover from the Wide Lane fields circling above him.
I don’t know when the first Brent started to feed on land this year but I see that Brian Fellows found a
flock on the Portsmouth Sixth Form College playing fields by the Eastern Road on Nov 1 whereas
they were feeding both there and on St John’s College playing fields at Farlington by Oct 26 in 1999.
I have not seen any on land until today when 23 were feeding in one of the Warblington Castle farm
grazing fields immediately west of the cemetery – their uncertainty about the safety of being there
was borne out by a party of seven geese which flew in from the harbour and circled the field more
than five times without being able to bring themselves to land although they could see other geese
feeding on the ground – and those on the ground had their heads up on the lookout for danger much
more than down in the grass feeding. When they decide to come ashore must be determined by a
number of factors – food availability in the harbours, number of birds competing for that food and
memories from previous years of good and safe feeding in certain fields are just some of them,
weather and disturbance on the fields must also be taken into account. Last year I did not see any
geese on the Warblington fields until Nov 14 but on that date up to 1500 were ashore there so I
guess I missed the first few to brave the land, and both here and elsewhere around the harbours it
seems that the absence of hungry young birds, and the overall lower numbers of birds needing food,
has held back the onslaught onto farmland by at least a week compared to last year. Does anyone
have evidence to disagree with this view?
......Looking east from the field in which I found the feeding Brent into the field south of Warblington
cemetery I could see a Little Owl sunning itself where Tony Gutteridge saw it recently – about half
way down the eastern hedge of that field, sitting on a substantial tree branch that sticks out almost
horizontally a little more than a metre above the ground (this was about 2pm). While watching the
owl I also saw at least 300 Lapwing and other waders milling about in the distant sky, presumably
disturbed from fields on North West Thorney Island, and about ten minutes later, when I was in the
cemetery, half a dozen Collared Doves and a bigger party of finches burst from a tree close to me as
a Peregrine shot overhead. The falcon was not targetting anything in particular at that time and I last
saw it heading out over the harbour (high tide) and climbing into the sun, presumably intending to
stoop on a wader roost at Northney or the Oysterbeds. On the eastern side of the farm I found just
five Egrets in the field beside the Selangor Avenue footpath and then watched a Grey Wagtail
working the ditch beside the northern end of this path. In the fields I also encountered two more
Song Thrushes in unexpected places (one flew up from a field of Broad Beans, the other was flying
west over one of the big fields). I see from John Goodspeed’s poster that at least one Redwing has
been on a holly tree in a Cosham garden recently and this reminds me that I often see my first flock
of them in the Hollybank woods at Emsworth where they come for the mass of holly berries which
should be there now.
Another Little Owl sighting was made by Gary Wearn yesterday when he was on the Hayling coastal
path with his family - in the ‘Aston villa’ shore field the Owl was sitting motionless in its usual tree
(with four Egrets perched above it) and Gary spent a frustrating ten minutes trying to get his children
to see the Owl through his binoculars – to no avail. This is where a mounted telescope comes into its
own as I’m sure the children could have been baptised as lifelong birders had they been able to see
the bird as Gary could but they could not. Gary’s news also mentions a possible Raven sighting over
the South Moors on Nov 7, but while he heard a distinctly Raven like ‘Kronk’ call and saw two Crows
harrying a much larger bird he still has a lingering doubt about the bird’s identity.
A message from Alistair Martin reminding me that the Yellowhammer which are a feature of the Hayling
Coastal path in summer (but usually disappear in winter) are still present, and another from
Christoph Harwood reporting a good number of them in the East Meon area, make me wonder if this

species is more numerous than usual (like the Long Tailed Tits which currently fill most hedgerows
but will quickly vanish if we have the hard winter that some people are forecasting). I seem to have
seen more Yellowhammer than usual in the past month and wonder if others have the same
experience. In East Meon Christoph also noticed on his walk yesterday that a few Lapwing were
back on the local fields at a time when he would have expected them to be at the coast but I guess
this is a temporary aberration and that these birds are still on their way south, but the presence of
may Skylark in that area is good news.
The river Ems seems to be the only one still threatening damage to human property and so I am glad to
hear from Brian Fellows that the sluice gates holding river water back in the Slipper Mill pond where
it meets the sea have at last been forced open to let as much water as possible out into the sea.
Having failed to operate the gates using the normal winding mechanism the Fire Brigade were called
in, the Pond Warden bravely entered the water and attached a chain to the gates, and the Fire
Engine eventually dragged the gates open using a winch and/or its driving wheels. So with both
ponds more or less empty many of the water birds have moved away leaving a disconsolate mob of
52 Swans in an undignified waddling queue for the food thrown to them from the pond wall. The 97
Mallard are more adaptable, it seems, and don’t in the least mind sifting through the mud for
anything edible when the bread supply from on high ceases. The Black Swan has found the whole
affair too distressing for its delicate temperament and has disappeared (any one seen it?) but out on
the natural mud of the harbour at low tide there are birds that don’t mind the temporary absence of
water – some 200 Brent and 5 newly returned Shelduck were feeding quite happily when Brian
checked that area. One cheerful bird in Emsworth town was a Dunnock singing strongly near
Brian’s home.
PLANTS:

TUE 14 NOV
Today’s unexpected flowering plant was Pale Toadflax with a dozen or so still flowering on Hayling
Beachlands. Not far from them I saw the beautiful colour of Hedgrow Cranesbill flowers growing
where gorse sheltered them from the frost and out on the open grassland there were still a few
flowers on Large Evening Primroses.
MON 13 NOV
A walk to Warblington Church in today’s sunshine gave me several unexpected flowering plant finds
starting with two small plants of Weasel’s Snout (or Lesser Snapdragon), each with a single flower,
at a roadside site at the end of Shawford Road (off Wade Court Road) where the plant has occurred
for a couple of years. Continuing east over the Pook Lane footbridge I found one plant of Giant
Fescue outside the riding stables, and in Warblington cemetery (where the Green Bristle Grass can
still be found but is now all dead) I found one plant of Black Nightshade and two of Germander
Speedwell with flowers. I also checked the grave on which there is much Trailing Bellflower still out
and saw that it has the date 1954 so I guess that even if the plants were planted in the ten years after
the grave was created the plants should be regarded as established after some forty years looking
after themselves.
INSECTS:

FRI 17 NOV
Despite frost last night I glimpsed a Red Admiral flying away over my garden wall in today’s midday
sun.
TUE 14 NOV
Just one Red Admiral flew up from the side of the Hayling Billy Trail in Havant in today’s midday
sunshine. Queen Bumblebees are still a common sight on the wing and while I was at West Town
station (southern end of the Hayling Coastal Path) one or more of the large, white tailed, yellow
banded species (Bombus hortorum or B. Lucorum?) were making a great deal of noise as they flew
between flowers on some ornamental shrub currently covered in long white tubular flowers.
OTHER WILDLIFE:
THU 16 NOV
The River Ems has been in spate for some time, and when the Brook Meadow Conservation Group met

this morning to do what work they could I hear that they failed to see any Water Voles. This is hardly
surprising as I suspect that their riverbank tunnel homes, which normally have one entrance above
water and another emergency exit/entrance below the water, will have been totally submerged for a
week or more. This must mean that the Voles will have been driven from their normal safe havens
and probably living above ground where they are much more prone to Fox predation and frost – I
only hope the flooding does not take too much of toll on the population which has clearly been
increasing recently. One creature not put to any inconvenience by the flooding was a Frog found by
the work party in a pool in the meadow (could it be confused by so much water and a couple of frosts
into thinking spawning time had come round early?)
WED 15 NOV
A message from Mike Harris this evening tells me that numbers of Water Vole are increasing at
Farlington Marshes according to a survey recently undertaken by Graham Roberts (the Otter man).
This news follows hard on a casual conversation I had this week with someone who regularly walks
past Langstone Mill Pond and who is aware of the difference between the Brown Rats which are
common there and Water Voles. I recently reported seeing one there myself in October this year
and commented that it was a whole year since the only previous sighting I had heard of at that pond
– the lady who I met this week had seen one on a summer evening this year, amking it the more
likely that they are permanently resident there, but normally well hidden in the vegetation.
Back on Nov 1 John Goodspeed found Orange Peel fungus growing on ground at the foot of a large
Oak tree where the road section or Hollybank Lane in north Emsworth becomes an unmade track
leading into the Holybank Woods. Surprisingly it is still flourshing there more than a fortnight later
and is the best display that I have come across with a troop of at least six ‘fruiting bodies’, some of
them seemingly multiples
PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES

(Date, Time and height in metres)

13/11:-11:56-4.8 & : - .
14/11:-00:18-4.8 & 12:38-4.8
13:21-4.7
16/11:-01:50-4.7 & 14:08-4.6
17/11:-02:42-4.5 & 15:00-4.4
18/11:-03:42-4.4 & 16:02-4.2
17:16-4.0
20/11:-06:15-4.2 & 18:40-4.1
21/11:-07:28-4.4 & 19:52-4.2
22/11:-08:28-4.5 & 20:49-4.4
21:39-4.5
24/11:-10:04-4.8 & 22:23-4.6
25/11:-10:45-4.8 & 23:04-4.6
26/11:-11:22-4.8 & 23:41-4.6
: -.
28/11:-00:16-4.6 & 12:28-4.6
29/11:-00:51-4.6 & 13:00-4.5
30/11:-01:26-4.5 & 13:33-4.4
14:08-4.2
02/12:-02:44-4.2 & 14:47-4.1

BIRDS:

15/11:-01:03-4.8 &
19/11:-04:54-4.2 &
23/11:-09:19-4.7 &
27/11:-11:56-4.7 &
01/12:-02:03-4.4 &

WEEK 45 NOV 6 - 12

SUN 12 NOV
A rather chilly Barry Collins went past my house this evening on his way home from the latest dusk
roost count of the LITTE EGRETS which have returned to Thorney Island – tonight there were 220
and back on Nov 3 there were 232. Both figures are above the November maximum for 1999, which
was 202, and show no sign of the sharp drop off in numbers that occurs each winter (usually not
until after Christmas) so it would appear that the birds that are now feeding inland still return to the
coast at night. From Pagham Harbour comes interesting news of 101 Egrets on Nov 9 (last
Thursday) which I take to be a roost count but all I have on the SOS website is the bare count.
Another piece of Egret news is that a large number (20 or so) have been seen around one of the
cattle feeding troughs on Warblington Castle Farm fields – these feeding troughs attracted many
Egrets last winter and it seems have begun to do so again this winter.
At Budds Farm pools this afternoon I could not see the LITTLE GULL but after watching a male

Sparrowhawk practising his roller coaster display flight over the pools my attention was drawn
upwards by a loud, harsh sneeze from the sky showing me the first winter Little Gull flying overhead
towards the harbour and oysterbeds. I have never heard one before but I see the call is described as
a short, hard, nasal ‘keck’ which is a good description of what I heard. (After writing this I heard that
Alistair Martin had seen two Little Gulls over the pools today, both first winter birds – he also saw a
Kingfisher on the Brockhampton stream) Walking back along the South Moors shore I found all the
species I expected (including Ringed Plover and Turnstone as well as small groups of Dunlin) but in
no great numbers. Continuing past Langstone Pond I was pleased to see around 50 Golden Plover
on the mud east of the pond, and with them the first four adult Shelduck I have seen here this winter.
The first four BEWICK’S SWANS that I have heard of this winter were on the River Ouse south of
Lewes on Nov 9 (and an escaped Pelican was upstream of Lewes at Barcombe Reservoir on the
same day). Today there is news of a single Whooper Swan in Pagham Harbour near the North
Walls, and other birds passing through Sussex recently (and maybe coming our way) include 1630
Brent passing Brighton on Nov 7, a Great White Egret doing a slow flyby of the Brighton marina on
Nov 9 (being mobbed by Herring Gulls), and a masive count of 12,500 Woodpigeons going over the
marina on Nov 8 (two days before Russell Wynn’s count of 11,750 going over Southampton).
......SEABIRD NEWS from Sussex starts with a big movement of Little Gulls yesterday (Nov 11) when
83 were seen at Brighton Marina and 27 from Southwick beach (these may well be part of the 83).
13 were at Brighton today, but again they may be some of those hanging around there yesterday.
Today a single Manx Shearwater went past Brighton and yesterday a Sooty Shearwater was seen
there along with 7 Arctic Skua, 310 Gannet, 38 Kittiwake and 28 Auk species. At Pagham Harbour
today there were 2 Black Necked Grebe on the sea (no mention of Slavs) as well as the Long Tailed
duck and Spoonbill. The Black Brant was reported there on Nov 9 along with a single Caspian Gull.
Two Purple Sandpiper were on Southwick beach yesterday.
......PASSERINES in Sussex include a probable Red Throated Pipit at Church Norton today and three
Black Redstarts plus a Ring Ouzel there on Nov 9. A little further back (on Nov 4) a Garden Warbler
was caught and ringed at Cissbury Ring – another Ring Ouzel was also caught. Another late
migrant was a Whinchat in the Sheepcote Valley east of Brighton on Nov 9, and I see that
Hampshire has an even later Whinchat at Dibden Bay today.
To show that Sussex does not have exclusive right to good seabirds the pagers announced that 16
Little Gulls, 11 Kittiwakes and one Arctic Skua had been seen from Hayling Bay yesterday (Nov 11),
and in Langstone Harbour someone reported that there were still only 7 Black Necked Grebe to be
seen.
More news of Hampshire birds comes from Colin Allen who visited the DIBDEN BAY area today and
saw (in addition to the late Whinchat mentioned above) a single Dartford Warbler, 117 Curlew
(presumably high tide roost?) and an interesting sighting of 9 Song Thrush (there do seem to be a lot
of these, presumably new arrivals from the continent, around at the moment in unexpected places).
SAT 11 NOV
Wind and rain will have made today’s WEBS COUNTS difficult, and made the birds very reluctant to
show themselves and be counted. My visit to the IBM Lake found a low turnout of birds with just 2
Teal and 58 Mallard to represent the ducks, and 28 Coot with 25 Moorhen. The only bird of interest
was the first single Snipe back on the islands, and there was one Great Crested and two Little
Grebes to break the monotony on the water and 3 Heron around it.
Brian Fellows made his WeBS count of south east Hayling in similar conditions but did manage to pick
out 7 Sanderling scurrying around among some 850 Dunlin and 74 Grey Plover on the shingle bank
roost (Seagull Island) west of Black Point. Out on the choppy water were 20 Merganser and 447
Brent with 32 Teal and 15 Wigeon – a further 76 Mallard and 12 Tufted Duck were in the sheltered
water of the Fishery Lane lake. 60 Redshank had also found a sheltered roost in Fishery Creek and
in the Middle Marsh fields north of Tournerbury there were 56 Curlew and 72 Lapwing with 6 Egrets
near the wood within which shooting was taking place (perhaps that is why the Egrets have returned
to Thorney?)
News of another 3 FIELDFARE comes from Giles Darvill in the extreme north of Hampshire near
Highclere (seen Nov 10)
FRI 10 NOV
I have been expecting to hear of GOLDENEYE for the past two weeks (I start looking out for them on

Oct 25 each year) and at last one female is reported today on the pagers from Titchfield Haven. The
same message records another sighting of the Bittern there and gives a count of 250 Black Tailed
Godwit in the reserve. Over at the Lower Test Marshes a Water Pipit was seen (but Paul Winter
adds the comment that up to 12 have been reported there already this winter) and with them were 4
Green Sandpiper and 5 Egrets (at a guess the same five that Russell Wynn saw fly past Town Quay
earlier in the day).
When I was at Farlington Marshes today Jason Crook asked if I knew the current status of the EGRET
ROOST at Tournerbury on Hayling, and tonight I see that Brian Fellows has been down there only to
find that the great majority of the 200 that he found there recently have returned to Thorney – Brian
saw just four enter Tournerbury, and later learnt from Barry Collins that they had returned to the
Thorney roost (but there is no count for the birds roosting there). Barry also gave Brian news of a
Leach’s Petrel he had seen off Pilsey around Oct 30 (I don’t have any further detail).
Earlier today Brian had walked the lower Ems valley from Emsworth to Westbourne and found the first
EGRET back in the river meadows near Westbourne (a regular winter feeding spot) plus a couple of
Cormorant by the river (less usual).
Andy Collins was watching from Weston Shore this morning and reports a single GREAT NORTHERN
DIVER in Southampton Water. A little further north Russell Wynn and Ben Darvill were on watch at
Town Quay from 6:45 to 8:45 this morning and must have spent much of that time counting 11,750
WOODPIGEONS heading north overhead. They did however get some close up birding in the form
of a first winter Shag which was fishing down to within 5 metres of them. Further out over the water
5 Egrets went north (probably from the Ashlett Creek roost at around SU 464030 on the southern
side of the Fawley refinery)
Paul Beckett spent much of the day in the Black Gutter/Pitts Wood area of the New Forest and reckons
he saw around 2000 REDWING in five hours. One flock of 18 FIELDFARES, and half a dozen
individual birds, were seen along with up to 9 Stonechat and a single Dartford Warbler but the best
bird of the day was a lone Raven, seen briefly but convincingly. After leaving this area, and with
dusk coming on, he also saw a single male Hen Harrier heading for its roost to give him good
memories of a long day with relatively few birds.
I heard on Radio Solent yesterday that local volunteers of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust have done a
good job in tidying up a bit of waste land near Southampton Central Station by planting it up as a
wildlife garden with public access but I bet they forgot to plant a grapevine. Whoever planted Mike
Rafter’s garden in Romsey did include a vine and today Mike had the pleasure of seeing both male
and female Blackcaps enjoying the fruit.
Sunshine, high tide and light wind encouraged me to walk around Farlington Marshes this morning (and
encouraged a DUNNOCK to sing loud and long at Broadmarsh). Around Little Binness to the south
west of the marshes proper I saw some 20 SHELDUCK which I think are definitely new arrivals in the
harbour, and on the main marsh I estimate there were around 90 Canada Geese, helping to answer
the question I posed on Oct 26 about where, after adding up the known flocks of these geese at
Titchfield Haven, and comparing the number there to the number know to have been on Baffins
Pond and the IBM Lake for this summer’s moult, some 200 ‘missing geese’ could be found. Jason
Crook told me that there have been up to 200 at Farlington recently. Personally I was pleased to see
my first PINTAIL of this winter on the lake and among the large number of Brent and Wigeon around
the Deeps, and I saw one smart male Pochard on the lake and probably a dozen Shoveler there and
at the deeps. Four Stonechat and four female Reed Bunting went on my list and three Song
Thrushes were I think migrants which had just dropped in. Of the birds listed on the notice board I
did not see any of the 3 Short Eared Owls nor the Bearded Tits or Dartford and Cetti’s Warblers.
One item that was new to me was a passing comment from Jason Crook that there is currently a
night roost of up to 50 CORMORANT in the harbour using the large raft moored in the harbour at the
southern end of the water-ski area (i.e. somewhere around SU 703017)
THU 9 NOV
The pagers yesterday broadcast what seems to be an early arrival of a lone WHITEFRONT GOOSE,
seen at Lepe with 346 Brent. In 1990 five of these geese reached Hampshire on Oct 26 but that was
a month earlier than they are normally expected in the Avon Valley, but I suppose the bad weather in
Siberia last summer will have left them, as with the Brent, without young to delay their autumn
passage. Being a singleton I suppose there is a chance that this is an escape – I hope not as we

need every bird to keep up the dwindling winter population in Hampshire. The arrival of this bird
gave me an excuse to check up on my vague knowledge of this species, and looking in the latest
WeBS report I see that the so called European Whitefronts (which breed in Siberia and are probably
better called Eurasian Whitefronts) winter around the east and south coasts of England with the
Avon valley as their furthest west outpost other than the Severn estuary which gets around half of
the 4000 birds wintering in England. Sites in Scotland and Ireland receive the much larger influx of
some 22000 birds of the Greenland breeding subspecies which have not to my knowledge ever
been found in Hampshire (nor have the much rarer Lesser Whitefronts). Although it is to be hoped
that we have at least 20 in Hampshire this winter the numbers reaching us have been declining so
steeply that this could be the only bird we see this winter.
......Today’s pager news is of two sightings of the Titchfield Haven Bittern in flight and one of a Hen
Harrier there
Brian Fellows found 3 adult SHELDUCK back at the Hayling Oysterbeds today, confirming the start of
their return to Langstone Harbour this week. He also found the first substantial roost of around 500
Dunlin on the shingle bar across the mouth of Stoke Bay and saw half a dozen Merganser on the
water.
I visited OLD IDSWORTH FARM this morning, not having been there for about three weeks, and found
numbers of both Chaffinch and Yellowhammer building up – perhaps 40 of the former and around
20 of the latter. These were mainly around the grain in the farmyard and the sheep, horses and
poultry in the paddock near the farmhouse, and out over the big stubble fields a group of at least
seven Skylark were all in full and prolonged song. The dominant birds by number were of course the
Wood Pigeons with a total of around 300 but there were also many corvids – Rooks (60?) and
Jackdaws (10+) that probably come from the Compton Littlegreen rookery joined the resident
Crows. The only newcomers that I saw were one pair of Stonechat, and one of the regulars ( a
single Buzzard) was heard but not seen. One male Kestrel was hunting – it is based near Eckinsfied
about 2 kilometres to the north.
WED 8 NOV
Last Sunday, Nov 5, the Sussex coast had its biggest recorded passage of KITTIWAKE with a county
total of 7000 birds (I think these all went by on the same day but the wording could imply a total of
7000 for the whole autumn passage). On the same day 50 Little Gulls were recorded, with another
13 going past Selsey on Monday (Nov 6). On Tuesday (Nov 7) 5 Common Cranes were seen to fly
out to sea from Dungeness and one flew in again at Ovingdean near Brighton that day, while today 2
Cranes flew low over Pulborough going north west – will they pass through Hampshire airspace? I
see that in 1963 more than 500 Cranes passed through southern England on their autumn passage,
rather like the Honey Buzards this year, and that while the odd Crane is not unusual each year
November is at the tail end of their passage season. The other big bird in Sussex in the last few days
was a Great White Egret seen on the River Rother at Newenden (11 miles north of Hastings) on
Monday (Nov 6)
......I see that the LONG TAILED DUCK in the Pagham Lagoon was still there yesterday is now
pronounced to be a drake. Elsewhere in Pagham Harbour the Avocet count was up to 12 yesterday
(and the Brant and Spoonbill are still there). Selsey Bill had two Velvet Scoter, a Sooty Shearwater
and a Leach’s Petrel on Monday (Nov 6) and yesterday had an adult Icleand Gull. Today’s list at the
Bill included a Hen Harrier coming in off the sea, a Red Necked Grebe and two Black Redstarts
......Elsewhere in Sussex several SWALLOWS and House Martins (plus a lone Pale Bellied Brent) flew
past Pett Levels on Monday (Nov 6) and yesterday there were 7 Ring Ouzels, a Firecrest and 2
Black Redstart at Beachy Head. Today two Merganser and a Yellow Legged Gull were seen at
Pulborough and somewhere in the county over the weekend there was a Pom Skua.
A first winter LITTLE GULL with its bold W pattern wings was this afternoon beating up and down the
small section of Budds Farm pools into which water pours from the big black pipe. I’m not sure of the
origin of this water but the Gull seemed to be finding plenty of small food items in it as it continuously
pecked at its surface and I hope that means that it will return tomorrow for others to get the good
views which I did from Budds Mound. On the concrete bar in front of the pool where the Little Gull
was feeding there was the usual Common Sandpiper and in the seaward pool were three smart male
Pochard that have recently arrived. 56 Tufted Duck and fewer Teal were on the water with Mallard,
Coot, Moorhen, Little Grebe and the pair of Swans. Along the South Moors shore there was a full roll

call of winter species – around 100 Dunlin plus Turnstone, Ringed and Grey Plover, Curlew and lots
of both Redshank and Oystercatcher. Godwit were few in number with only two Black Tailed near
Budds Farm but there was one Bar Tailed at the mouth of the Langbrook Stream where they are
unusual. Also at the stream mouth were four smart adult Shelduck which could well have been the
first new arrivals – they soon flew off south towards the oysterbeds (possibly another indication that
they were new and not yet settled in one place). There were of course adult Brent all along the
shores, and out on the water were a dozen Merganser but only one Great Crested Grebe. On the
shore was one Rock Pipit with many Pied Wagtail plus a few Starlings, and at the water’s edge some
20 Wigeon with ten Little Egrets fishing actively.
TUE 7 NOV
Brian Fellows made his regular tour of Portsmouth sites today starting with the Southsea Canoe Lake
where there are already 63 Swans (I think last winter’s peak was 84 but I seem to remember
someone seeing over 90). Off Southsea Castle a first winter SHAG stood on a rock and showed
Brian it’s feet which he describes as orange in colour, and at Eastney two more Shags were fishing
near the Hayling Ferry (another regular spot for them). The BAFFINS POND goose population was
down to just 8 Canadas and the one white Embden – presumably the Barnacles, Snow and
Bar-head hybrid are still at Titchfield. Shoveler were also down from 27 to 5 but a single female
Pochard had arrived and there were 5 Swans and 4 Cormorant. Nearby, on the Portsmouth Sixth
Form College fields Langstone harbour’s only Brent Goose family for this winter is still to be seen (2
adults with 3 young) among some 200 adults.
My cycle ride to Hayling this morning showed me my first MERGANSER of the winter – half a dozen as
I reached the Oysterbeds and then a scurry of 15 which had been resting just under the bank of the
lagoon and were frightened by my appearance above them. At least 40 Ringed Plover were roosting
on the bunds with Redshank and a few Dunlin and Curlew but there was no large roost of
Oystercatcher this time and Egrets were in short supply – I didn’t see any at Langstone and only half
a dozen along the west Hayling shore making me think that many of them have moved inland (on my
way home I put one up from the Lymbourne alongside Wade Court for the first time this winter.).
Near Saltmarsh Copse three fast flying thrushes were, I,m pretty sure, Redwings (I think I heard a
faint ‘gup’ to prove it), and late in the evening I heard the thin contact calls of two flying over my
garden in the dark (first time I have heard them this autumn). Another indication of an influx of
Thrushes here in Havant was the presence of several Blackbirds and one Song Thrush in my garden
at breakfast time, and towards dusk Tony Gutteridge saw a large number of what must have been
Redwings plunge into woods near Harting Down where he was walking – he said they arrived
intermittently in ones and twos and dived vertically into the trees as they reached them.
Among other recent sightings which Tony Gutteridge told me of this afternoon was one of a LITTLE
OWL in a new location on the Warblington Castle farm where we know that at least one pair breeds.
This bird, however, was close to the sea in a hedge south of the cemetery and may have been a
stranger as I recall at least two instances of :Little Owls being seen in strange places near the sea in
the autumn (one was a personal sighting in rough grass of Thorney airfield with no trees nearby,
another was near the point of Farlington Marshes where Dave Billett told me that in the autumn
young birds setting out to find their own territories are sometimes baffled as to where to go when
they reach the sea).. Inland Tony saw a Merlin in fields near Up Marden where he has seen them in
previous winters, and I think it was there that he noted a large diurnal movement of Woodpigeons (in
his case going north) and also saw a Swallow going the other way.
Further confirmation of Redwing moevement comes from Paul Beckett who saw up to 55 fly over
Bitterne Park, Southampton, this morning. Another probable encounter with Redwing was noted by
Kevin Stouse in his account of the walk he led around Titchfield Haven on Sunday (Nov 5) – they
could not be sure they were Redwing but did have good views of a Peregrine. On the previous day
(Nov 4) Kevin walked from Warblington to Budds Farm along the Langstone shore seeing 121
Golden Plover near Langstone Pond and up to 300 Bar Tailed Godwit in that same area. To the
west of Langstone he had two separate Kingfisher sightings – one on the Langbrook and one on the
Hermitage stream, and he also saw three separate female Bullfinch.
MON 6 NOV
Pete Gammage today found an adult Sabine’s Gull on the water of Hayling Bay off Eastoke Corner
where it was seen by others, including Alistair Martin, as it drifted east on the water and occasionally

flew to show its wings to the watchers. This may be the same bird that was seen from Selsey Bill on
the previous day but must have been different from the two juveniles seen off Gosport on Nov 2 by
Malcolm Lee. A single juvenile was seen on the beach at Selsey on Saturday (Nov 4)
6000 Kittiwake were off Selsey Bill yesterday (Nov 5) and other birds seen there according to the SOS
website were 1 Sooty Shearwater, 1 Red Necked Grebe, 2 Arctic Skua and 2 Great Northern Diver.
In addition to the Sabine’s Gull mentioned above there was a Black Redstart. At the other end of
Sussex 3 Little Gulls were seen at Pett Level with 7 Pintail and 2 Water Pipits. Cuckmere Haven had
a Red Necked Grebe plus, for contrast, a Woodlark and 3 Swallows
Adrian Martin is in the Lake District at the moment and tells us that there are plenty of Fieldfare there
but he really didn’t need to make the journey north to see them – at Timsbury in the Test Valley
yesterday David Thelwell and Phil Lord saw 185 Redwings and 95 Fieldfare go over in just 45
minutes, Colin Bates saw 18 Redwing near Bishopstoke and on Saturday (Nov 4) Steve Mansfield
saw 7 Redwing near Alton. Over in Sussex on Saturday Colin Law noted 40 Redwing and 6
Fieldfare in his home patch just east of Brighton. At Timsbury the Woodpigeon passage continued
yesterday with 3950 passing in 45 minutes and also yesterday Steve Mansfield saw many
Woodpigeons over Chawton Park Wood at Alton while Colin Bates saw 1400 of them fly over the
River Itchen near Bishopstoke in 90 minutes
Steve Mansfield was in Chawton Park Wood (SU 6736) to the south west of Alton yesterday and saw 4
Crossbills and an estimated 25 Siskin. With few reports from that area I don’t know if the Crossbill
are new arrivals or regulars there but I will certainly be on the lookout for them arriving here in south
east Hants
The Mistle Thrush really does deserve the title of Stormcock for singing in this weather and one was
heard doing so by the Itchen near Bishopstoke yesterday by Colin Bates during a profitable walk up
river to Allbrook. He walked the same stretch on Saturday (Nov 4) in better weather and saw a total
of 11 Stonechats with two Buzzards high in the sky and 2 Kingfishers low over the water. He also
picked out a single Redpoll
Colin Law has been doing well for garden raptors in his Woodingdean garden just east of Brighton with
visits from a Merlin on at least three days during the past week as well as seeing Sparrowhawk,
Kestrel and Peregrine – the latter in a thermal spiralling up above him till it vanished into the high
clouds
John Shillitoe has seen or heard of Little Egrets at four different places this week. He himself found
three along the Meon between Wickham and Droxford (probably five of them as he saw two flying)
and saw another on the Wallington at South Boarhunt at the foot of Portsdown. Further up the
Wallington at Sheepwash Farm near Denmead he has heard reports of them and his parents have
seen some at East Meon. Outside his own backdoor in the Hundred Acres area east of Wickham the
winter Woodlark flock is now up to at least 8 birds
In Emsworth today Brian Fellows found the sluice gates of the town Mill Pond are open to get rid of as
much water as possible. This pond drains the Westbrook stream, not the Ems which is higher than
Brian Fellows has ever seen it. The Ems goes out by the Slipper Mill, and a nearby channel, and it
seems that the mechanics of opening the Slipper Mill require a high tide pressing on the outside of
the sluice gate to balance the pressure on the inside of the gate – so far it has proved impossible to
move the sluice gate with the manual handle. The net result is few birds to be seen though the Black
Swan and 40 Mutes are still in the area and 96 Mallard are enjoying paddling round in the muddy
bottom of the mill pond.
PLANTS:

SUN 12 NOV
Just one flower spike of Winter Heliotrope was fully out today beside Wade Lane where it passes Wade
Court. Earlier I had seen Kingcups flowering on the South Moors showing that those I found at IBM
North Harbour yesterday are not the only ones out at this time of year, and in the Langbrook stream
the large flowered Water Forget me not (M. Scorpoides) was in abundant flower.
SAT 11 NOV
When at IBM North Harbour I looked for, and found, two plants that usually start to flower there in this
unlikely month, One is Marsh Marigold (Kingcup) which comes out on the edge of the canal where it
passes under the footbridge taking you most directly from Main Reception to the carpark. The other

is Winter Heliotrope, again on one of the sheltered canal banks, but while I found four flower spikes
with buds none of the flowers were yet open. The Kingcups, incidentally, were not the first out this
winter – I had some on the Langstone South Moors back on Oct 11 and they can still be seen there
(although I think the cattle eat them when they are in that area). Another flower which is not a
regular, just a casual this year, is the small bush of Shaggy Soldier in the first (as you drive into the
carpark) of the new central flower beds in the carpark on the old helicopter pad close to Building F. I
first saw it last month and it is still there today but is unlikely to survive weeding of the beds.
FRI 10 NOV
Four flowering plants caught my attention today as I walked from Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes
where a single Spear Thistle with fresh leaves and flowers had escaped the great purge of this
species which Chris Cockburn carried out a few years ago. The next two plants were found at the
Broadmarsh end of the path running below the A27. Scanning the fresh Winter Heliotrope leaves on
the bank in the vain hope of seeing an early flower I picked out something prettier and less expected,
one plant of Common Centaury bearing a number of bold pink buds. The second plant flowering
here was interesting but hardly attractive – this was Chinese Mugwort on which a good number of
brown petalled flowers could be found if you looked hard. Finally, near the eastern entrance to the
marshes, I found a couple of plants of Wild Parsnip in fresh green and yellow.
Walking from Emsworth to Westbourne up the watery lower Ems Valley today Brian Fellows found two
more unexpected flowers – one was Water Mint, the other Cut Leaved Cranesbill. Looking east from
Mill Lane the falling leaves had made three large bunches of Mistletoe visible on a tall Poplar.
THU 9 NOV
I found a good list of 50 wild plants in flower on the fields of Old Idsworth Farm today and from them the
three I picked out to make a headline were Round Leaved Fluellen, Ploughman’s Spikenard and
Common Poppy, all single plants but fresh and in good condition. I added Corn Marigold and
Cornflower as these were still providing colour along the public path going north from Idsworth
Chapel but they did come from a packet of wildflower seed (although surviving unaided in an arable
field edge). Some other plants in flower that I found interesting included Field Scabious and Ox-eye
Daisy, Common Toadflax, Mignonette and Dark Mullein.
TUE 7 NOV
One very uninspiring small plant that usually starts to flower at this time of year is Thale Cress and
today I found a specimen that had clearly been out for some time (it had seeds as well as flowers)
growing from a crack in an old wall here in Havant. Another common plant which flowers in the
winter and spring is Oxford Ragwort, and a few specimens can now be found as the Common
Ragwort dies back. At the Hayling Oysterbeds White Melilot is having a re-surgence, and among the
masses of Bristly Ox-tongue now out quite a lot of Hawkweed Oxtongue may be overlooked. One on
the less likely flowers seen this week is Dove’s Foot Cranesbill.
INSECTS:

FRI 10 NOV
I have not seen a single butterfly this week but as I was talking to Jason Crook at Farlington Marshes in
today’s sunshine he suddenly told me a Red Admiral had just flown behind my back and that it was
the third he had seen today. Quite independently Brian Fellows also saw three of them in the lower
Ems valley today.
MON 6 NOV
I see from John Goodspeed’s weekly poster of local nature notes that a Brimstone was seen on
Portsdown last Wednesday (Nov 1)
OTHER WILDLIFE:

TUE 7 NOV
When re-filling the bird’s nut holder in my front garden today I found a fresh specimen of a small
Verdigris toadstool in the lawn – although only 3cm high and not much more than 2cm across the
cap it had the typical slimy cap in the grey/green colours which the name implies – sounds pretty
horrible but I think it looks attractive.

PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR HIGH TIDES

(Date, Time and height in metres)

06/11:-06:36-3.8 & 18:53-3.7
07/11:-07:47-4.0 & 20:01-3.9
20:50-4.2
09/11:-09:18-4.5 & 21:32-4.4
10/11:-09:57-4.6 & 22:12-4.5
11/11:-10:36-4.7 & 22:53-4.7
23:33-5.8
13/11:-11:56-4.8 & : - .
14/11:-00:18-4.8 & 12:38-4.8
15/11:-01:03-4.8 & 13:21-4.7
14:08-4.6
17/11:-02:42-4.5 & 15:00-4.4
18/11:-03:42-4.4 & 16:02-4.2
19/11:-04:54-4.2 & 17:16-4.0
18:40-4.1
21/11:-07:28-4.4 & 19:52-4.2
22/11:-08:28-4.5 & 20:49-4.4
23/11:-09:19-4.7 & 21:39-4.5
22:23-4.6
25/11:-10:45-4.8 & 23:04-4.6

08/11:-08:37-4.3 &
12/11:-11:16-4.8 &
16/11:-01:50-4.7 &
20/11:-06:15-4.2 &
24/11:-10:04-4.8 &

WEEK 44 OCT 30 – NOV 5
BIRDS:

SAT 4 NOV
A total of 6700 WOODPIGEON flew west over Southampton’s Town Quay during three hours this
morning when Russell Wynn was there. Far more welcome was a flock of 50 Skylark heading north
west, and two other interesting ‘movements’ were of six Greylag (one of them pure white) went north
and an escaped Cockatiel that did not know where it was going. A young Shag, 20 Great Crested
Grebe, a lone Rock Pipit and 5 Egrets also went on Russell’s list.
One RED THROATED DIVER was seen by Paul Winter from Hurst Spit today following the first of the
winter seen from Milford on Oct 7, and while the first of these was earlier than the first Great Northern
Diver seen at Hurst on Oct 28 the fact that two Great Northern were seen from Hurst spit yesterday
re-awakened the thought that Red Throated seem to have moved from top to bottom of the ‘most
frequently seen diver species’ in recent years with many more reports of both Black Throated and
Great Northern than of Red Throated. Birds of Hampshire acknowledges that there have been far
fewer sightings of Red Throated since 1963 than there were in the 1950s and early 60s but still puts
the species in the ‘scarce’ category while it puts both the other two species in the ‘very scarce’
bracket. My impression that Black Throated and Great Northern are the commoner is probably
influenced by a number of factors starting with my childhood indoctrination by the ‘Swallows and
Amazons’ books (do you remember reading ‘Great Northern’?) that Great Northen was a real
talisman species, so I take more account of reports of it than of the others, and also by anomalies
such as the Black Throated Diver which decided to stay for the summer off Hill Head this year, and
by similar winter birds where a single bird in Langstone or Chichester Harbour is reported many
times giving a disproportionate view of the commoness of the species. Another important factor is
the flyway route taken by Divers on passage through the channel resulting in large numbers being
seen from the Sussex coast but few from Hampshire although they must pass us on their journeys –
this factor is borne out by the reports of 99 Red Throated passing Selsey on Feb 2 this year, with
another 45 seen there on Feb 11, when Hampshire could only muster one report of this large
movement, just 5 seen at Pennington on Feb 7.
Most BARN OWL sightings seem to occur in the first quarter of the year, or in the mid-summer period
when parent birds do not have time to collect all the food needed by growing youngsters during the
night and are forced to hunt by day, so it is encouraging to read in todays emails of two being seen
yesterday at Needs Ore (where I think they are always present if not seen) and one in the Black
Gutter/Pitts Wood area of the New Forest where I think they are a rare sight – Birds of Hampshire
says that this bird is virtually absent from the New Forest (where small mammals are scarce).
Hopefully this latter sighting is an indication of the continuing increase in the wild population and not
a sighting of a starving escape from captivity which does not know where or how to hunt
successfully. Even if it is a wild bird it may be a youngster unable to find its own hunting territory and
telling us that the Hampshire countryside is now saturated with these lovely birds – don’t take this as
anything more than pure speculation on this unusual sighting but it does make me wonder how many
youngsters of species like Dartford Warblers and Bearded Tits which we enjoy seeing as happy

families in the summer, and then see moving off in the autumn to find their own homes in the great
unknown, actually survive to breed next year.
It looks as if the number of REDWING and FIELDFARE passing through south Hampshire increased
today with an almost continuouse but thin passage of up to 200 seen by Paul Beckett over the Black
Gutter area of the New Forest in the afternoon (with two Fieldfare for certain, maybe also a flock of
30) and a few Redwing seen by Pete Potts at Netley. Paul had seen up to 30 passing over Titchfield
Haven yesterday, and today Pete comments on a movement of around 150 Jackdaws going west
over the Royal Victoria country park as were flocks of Starling and Woodpigeons. Two Swallows
going south over Titchfield yesterday show that the single seen by Lee Marshall at Gilkicker was not
the only one still on the move.
Trevor Carpenter found 170 GOLDEN PLOVER in Cams Bay today, along with 130 Black Tailed
Godwir and 7 Little Egrets, but I have not yet heard any news of the Golden Plover that are normally
seen in the lower Hamble area. Those which have been seen regularly off Langstone have up to
now been seen on the Northney saltings but today I saw around 100 of them fly in and land on the
north shore some 300 yards due east of Langstone Pond (this used to be their main daytime roost
area). This same mud holds 60 to 100 Shelduck in January but there were none there today and a
group of seven which I saw off Warblington further east were I think all youngsters. There were three
adults to be seen distantly on the Emsworth harbour mud to the west of the Thorney deeps and
these may have been new arrivals – watch this space for news. The only birds of interest along the
Langstone to Emsworth shore were a couple of Greenshank (one at Nore Barn with a few Wigeon,
another by Emsworth Sailing Club) and an unseen bird flying east overhead detected by a dry ‘pip’
call that could just have been a Corn Bunting.
Martin Hampton took the TRAIN FROM SOUTHAMPTON BACK TO HAVANT today and recommends
the journey to bird watchers – he describes it as a moving hide with buffet car – especially the
section where the track runs along both sides of the River Itchen near Northam Bridge. Here a
Kingfisher flew alongside the train for a good ten seconds and he had longer views of two Grebes on
the water (he was not certain if they were Slav or Black Necked but my guess would be in favour of
Slavonian) with plenty of Oystercatcher and Curlew on the muddy foreshore. Also today he heard
Dunnock song in Havant and yesterday was buzzed by a Sparrowhawk in Prince George St behind
the Havant Waitrose – this street normally has one of the biggest Sparrow roosts in Havant and is
probably well known to the hawk. Recently, he tells me, the nightime Pied Wagtail roost has built up
to around 40 birds at Horndean Community School, but has not yet reached the peak of 100 birds
seen last winter. I am not familiar with this school but am prepared to bet the Wagtails have found
one of those sheltered internal courtyards there, complete with some trees and an ornamental pond,
which seems to attract them to the Xyratex building in Havant and the Q.A. Hospital in Cosham
(there are probably other attractions at Budds Farm which I suspect hosts several hundred each
night)
A good new bird in Sussex today is a LONG TAILED DUCK in Pagham Lagoon – the SOS website
reports its presence but not its sex. The single Spoonbill and Black Brant can still be found in the
harbour but a Richard’s Pipit could no longer be found at Church Norton. Further east along the
Sussex coast a Water Pipit was at Steyning and Red Necked Grebe at Cuckmere Haven.
FRI 3 NOV
With so many other goodies on the SEAWATCH lists I have been surprised to hear of few Kittiwake off
Hampshire until now but this was put right yesterday when Russell Wynn had 84 (or was it 85?)
passing Hurst Castle, and also yesterday Lee Marshall saw 39 off Stokes Bay at Gosport with just
one venturing close to Lepe where Mark Litjens was on watch – Mark also had single Arctic and Pom
Skuas and one Storm Petrel. At Stokes Bay on Nov 2 Lee had 2 juvenile Sabine’s Gulls, 5 Storm
Petrels and at least 5 Pom Skuas., and he is pretty confident that 7 birds flying past offshore were
Scaup rather than Tufties. Both Lee and Russell (at Hurst Castle) saw a couple of Merganser and
Russell had two Great Northern Divers and the only Little Auk as well as a redhead Goosander and
an Arctic Skua (the single Purple Sandpiper is still on Hurst Spit).
......Over in Sussex both Storm and Leach’s Petrels have been seen at various places with Selsey Bill
and Brighton both doing well up to Nov 2 – no one saw more than one Leach’s but 5 Storm Petrels
were recorded at Brighton on Oct 31. Selsey Bill had 2 Great Northern Divers on Oct 31 and one on
Nov 2 when the Caspian Gull could still be seen at Coombe Haven between Bexhill and Hastings.

Also still in residence in Pagham Harbour are the single Black Brant and Spoonbill and reports from
Rye Harbour mention a Lapland Bunting there on Oct 31 and a Ferruginous Duck on Nov 2
Lee Marshall saw a single SWALLOW fly south over Gilkicker at Gosport this morning and yesterday
two went over Rye Harbour and one over Gilkicker. Also at Rye yesterday the lone Whinchat which
turned up on Nov 1 was still present (the last of the main passage was seen there on Oct 14). I
wonder if it will stay the winter like the two in the Portsmouth area back in 1983 (they survived on
insects in pony paddocks) ? Other news of passerines is of a Blackcap still present at Church
Norton yesterday and a Lapland Bunting at Rye on Oct 31. Here in Hampshire Lee Marshall had a
Dartford Warbler singing at Gilkicker this morning and Pete Potts had a Firecrest in the Royal
Victoria Country Park yesterday ( and another in Leigh Park Gardens a couple of weeks back when
he was visiting the Staunton Country Park). I noticed good numbers of Goldcrest in the Stansted
area today and had an active Chiff Chaff near Aldsworth Pond.
David Taylor watched a Barn Owl hunting at Normandy (near Lymington) at 3:55pm today and also saw
a Marsh Harrier as did Russell Wynn at the Keyhaven/Hurst Spit end of the marshes yesterday.
Russell also had two different Merlins and a Peregrine.
Today’s sunshine and relatively light wind tempted me to take a 10km walk from Aldsworth Pond north
through Stansted East Park to Broadreed Farm and back along the eastern edge of Stansted Forest.
Although there was plenty of bird interest to keep me happy (a flock of 30 or more Goldfinch feeding
on Larch cones, a noisy Mistle Thrush defending a heavy laden and colourful Holly Tree, two
encounters with Bullfinch and sightings of Tree Creeper and Chiff Chaff plus the sound of Dunnock
song) there was nothing newsworthy until I was walking back along the busy, narrow road past
Aldsworth Pond almost within sight of my car. Suddenly, only five yards or so ahead, a bird flew up
from the untrimmed hedge along which I was walking and perched on one of the topmost twigs
showng the lightly barred back of a LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. It was gone before I could
get my bins on it to check the head colour (couldn’t see any red at first glance) but it made the walk
worthwhile – I think it is my first sighting this year. A careful scan of Aldsworth Pond from the
roadside sluice revealed only three species – more than 24 Coot, at least a dozen Moorhen anda
couple of Dabchick but looking from the road west of the pond on my way back I found the pair of
Swans are back with one male Shoveler (but no Gadwall, which normally favour this weed rich
pond).
WED 1 NOV
It seems that last Sunday’s storm brought more STORM PETRELS into Hampshire waters than have
ever been seen in living memory. Birds of Hampshire states that in the years 1955 to 1995 only 18
birds have been recorded in the county, but yesterday Lee Marshall saw 18 off Stokes Bay in 5 hours
during the morning, while on the previous day (Oct 30) Mike Rafter reported more than 50 passing
west through the Hurst narrows tp get back to the open sea. Whether these include the birds seen in
Southampton Water I cannot say, but with birds so difficult to spot as the fly low over the choppy sea
I feel sure that there were a lot more than 50 in Hampshire waters as a result of this year’s great
storm. Various reports of Leach’s Petrels must be added to the Storm Petrels (but probably not
much more than half a dozen of these?)
I see that with my mind on other things I had to be up early on Tuesday to receive my MBE FROM THE
QUEEN AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE and just got there after a train journey that took four hours in
place of the normal 90 minutes) I omitted one important sighting from my Monday update. That was
Wynn Russell’s sighting at Hurst spit on Oct 28 of the first Great Northern Diver to return to our
waters this winter. Today there was a second sighting (same bird?) of one off Stokes Bay by Lee
Marshall. Goosander, too, are back on the coast with four seen flying past Milford on Oct 31 by Mark
Litjens. Mark also saw 2 Kittiwakes, an immature Little Gull and one Purple Sandpiper while he was
in the Hurst area yesterday (and of course 5 Storm Petrels)
The SOS website reports a late Swift over Climping (on the west bank of the River Arun where it meets
the sea) back on Oct 24, along with several other interesting reports which include 600 Gannets off
Selsey Bill on Oct 28 and over 500 Gannets off Ovingdean (near Brighton marina) on Oct 29. The
Selsey Bill seawatch on Oct 28 recorded 12 Sooty Shearwater and 70 Auks plus 10 Arctic and 1
Pom Skua and a single Little Gull. On Oct 30 a single Little Auk was seen from Seaford (west of
Beachy Head) and there was a Caspian Gull in residence at Coombe Haven (between Bexhill and
Hastings)

There seem to have been more reports than usual of RING OUZELS in Sussex this autumn, and the
SOS website reports 15 at Castle Hill (east of Brighton) on Oct 26. The latest report of them is of 2 at
Coombe Haven on Oct 30, and also there on that day 10 Water Pipits were seen. Another autumn
visitor that we might see here in Hampshire is Yellow Browed Warbler of which one has been in the
Walberton area (not far east of Chichester) for several days.
Today 1800 Woodpigeon were seen to pass west over Southampton Town Quay by Russell Wynn in
just over an hour early this morning and I suspect this to be indicative of a large scale movement of
continental pigeons coming to spend the winter in English fields
Last Monday (Oct 30) Ian Calderwood reported the first sizeable raft of MERGANSER that I have heard
of, 23 of them in the bay off Frater Lake on the northern stretch of Gosport’s Portsmouth Harbour
shore. In the same area he counted 72 Egrets (presumably a daytime count) which is the highest
number he has seen there at any time.
To indicate the scarcity of juvenile Brent this autumn I see that the only ones Brian Fellows has come
across so far were a family of just three young on the Portsmouth College fields (west shore of
Langstone Harbour) in a flock of 182 adults. The only other juvenile I have heard of in Hampshire is
a singleton seen by Lee Marshall among 327 adults on the HMS Sultan playing fields in Gosport.
My own bird news today was limited to the sight of 15 Egrets feeding in the pony field north of Wade
Court after sunset this evening, another indication of the Egrets changing their feeding habits to
winter mode and preferring inland sheltered fields and streams to the coastal places they stuck to in
the summer. The rest of the news I picked up today came from Chris Slade who I met outside my
house at midday. He had been to Hayling this morning and seen 150 SANDERLING on the shore at
Gunner Point with a Bonxie in the harbour mouth area. Coming back to Langstone he had seen
some 250 Golden Plover on the Northney saltings, the usual large flock of Bar Tailed Godwit on the
Warblington shore and 40 Egrets in the Wade Court trees. Going west of the village he found a
Firecrest in the trees near the main road end of Mill Lane and half a dozen Rock Pipits back on the
Budds Farm shore by the outfall where there has been a similar ‘flock’ in previous winters, plus the
Common Sandpiper on the pools. Chris also told me that the Osprey was still in Langstone harbour
(not sure if he saw it today) and that Jason Crook had seen a Grey Phalarope in the Broadmarsh
area on Monday (Oct 30)
MON 30 OCT
Each winter many Little Egrets sensibly decide that life is easier on inland waters away from the cold
and stormy coast, and on Saturday (Oct 29) John Shillitoe saw the first inland bird that I have heard
of fishing on the Meon south of Droxford. Over in Ringwood a GANNET seems to have had the
same idea (though probably with more reason after being battered by Atlantic storms) and was seen
sitting on a Ringwood rooftop on that same Saturday. Two days later it is still there and I fear it may
soon be in need of a bird hospital (or at least some food) and I would remind anyone who attempts to
capture it of one thing that I learnt a good few years ago when one was found among domestic ducks
and geese in the River Wallington at Sheepwash Farm near Denmead. I was not involved in the
capture of this bird but I heard that whoever caught it put a strong rubber band round its bill to reduce
the chance of getting a nasty bite while taking it to Brent Lodge Bird Hospital, and that when it arrived
at the hospital they said the bird was luck to be still alive for a reason that I would never of thought of.
Gannets as we all know plunge violently into the sea bill first, and if their nostrils were positioned in
the normal place rather a lot of water would be forced up them each time the bird entered the water.
Nature, it seems, has decided that a Gannet is better off with its nostrils inside rather than outside its
bill – so if you seal the bill tightly shut the bird cannot breathe. I cannot vouch for this but it makes
sense to me.
Not surprisingly after the storm (I think this weekend is the first time I have heard a forecast of Hurricane
Force 12 winds on the local forecast – though it was in the shipping forecast for German Bight) a
number of Petrels have been seen today. I see there were reports of more than 16 STORM
PETRELS and several of Leach’s in the Hurst area with a few off Titchfield Haven, but the most
surprising news is of both species flying up Southampton Water in search of shelter. Surprisingly
few Kittiwakes and Gannets have been reported but I guess there is still time for a lot more news to
come in.
On Saturday (Oct 28) there was a fall of Redwing and Fieldfare in the Brockenhurst area of the New

Forest and on Sunday two Swallows were seen over the west Solent ( and one was in Langstone
Harbour last Thursday, Oct 26). Several Ring Ouzels have been seen in the last few days, both at
Old Winchester Hill and at two places in the New Forest.
John Gowen found ten Pintail at the Budds Farm pools this morning and three Purple Sandpiper were
on Hurst Beach also this morning
PLANTS:

SAT 4 NOV
No new flowers to report today but I did see two things that may be of general interest as I cycled
through Emsworth today. One was the Mistletoe now to be seen against the sky after most leaves
have fallen from the tall Lime tree on which it grows on the south side of the main A259 Havant Road
a few yards east of its junction with Highland Road. I guess similar bunches can now be seen on
trees across the county. The other thing I noted was a swathe of fresh leaves by the roadside both
east and west of the roundabout in the town centre which will soon be sending up Winter Heliotrope
flowers.
In West Walk near Wickham the Havant Wildlife Group found white Self Heal in flower along with Devils
Bit Scabious and 13 other plants struggling to keep up an apperance of flowering.
FRI 3 NOV
Three days into November and I have only 39 flowering plant species on my month list, the only
significant one added today in a walk around the eastern half of the Stansted estate being Cow
Parsley. Later, walking through the Redwood Groves, I found the path thickly covered with long, fat,
yellow ‘catkins’ that had been stripped from one of the trees by wind and rain. There were hundreds
of them, each up to 9 cm long and 15 mm across and the colour of Hazel catkins with a hint of green,
but looking up I could not see anything similar on the two or three tall conifers overhanging the spot
to tell me which tree they came from. Looking at the sample which I brought home I did wonder
about the male flowers on Atlas Cedar which look similar and appear in September but they are
smaller and I could not make any of the trees into a Cedar. I am completely puzzled and will have to
go back and look again. One of the overhanging conifers was one of the remaining tall Coast
Redwoods and the others were also of the very tall, thin shape but there were other broad leaved
trees nearby.
INSECTS:

SAT 4 NOV
A Hummingbird Hawkmoth seen by Pete Potts at Bishops Waltham in today’s sunshine was not only a
late record for any year but must have been a born survivor to have come through the recent
weather – but it will be a miracle if it gets through the great storm forecast for this weekend. Pete
also saw one Red Admiral, and I guess the single butterfly which I glimpsed at Emsworth today was
another. In Southampton Russell Wynn noted one more Red Admiral at the Town Quay.
FRI 3 NOV
Just two Red Admirals were airborne during my three hour walk in today’s sunshine but there are still
plenty of wasps, a few hoverflies and of course the more ordinary ‘house fly’ types sunning
themselves on the trunks of trees and other suntraps
WED 1 NOV
Chris Slade told me at midday that while out on Hayling and at Langstone this morning he had seen
several butterflies. As I expected they included Red Admiral and Comma but I was very pleased to
hear he had also seen a Small Tortoiseshell.
MON 30 OCT
Mark Litjens tells me that a friend of his saw a few Commas enjoying a suntrap on Old Winchester Hill
yesterday when Andrew Brookes had a lone Red Admiral in his Portchester garden, and today Brian
Fellows had a Red Admiral in his Emsworth garden.

OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 4 NOV
The Havant Wildlife Group were in West Walk woods at Wickham for their regular Saturday morning
walk, this time another fungus foray with Rosemary Webb as their expert. Among a long list of
species found I would pick out Wood Blewit as worth a mention as this is the first find of this pretty
and very edible toadstool that I have heard of this autumn. Two other pretty finds were of Grey and
White Coral fungus, and an entertaining ‘Little and Large’ pair were made up of the tiny white
umbrellas of Marasmius ramealis which grows on dead bramble stalks and the large white funnel
shape of Leucopaxillus giganteus which is a form of freee standing Dryad’s Saddle in the sense that
it would make a comfortable seat for a fat and elderly Dryad who is past horse-riding. Two species
with which I am unfamiliar caught my eye on this list – one was Entoloma nidorosum which I gather
has the English name of Common Pink Gill and has a white stem up to 10 cm tall and a round pale
brown cap up to 7cm across, and gets its English name from the fact that the white gills become a
pretty pink at maturity. The other of these two species is said to be very common on conifer stumps
(and is one of the few fungi which actually kill trees), going by the English name of Root Fomes. I
suspect the reason I have not noticed it is because it is an amorphous resupinate growing as
irregular brown patches on the bark of conifers low down on the stem.
FRI 3 NOV
In a three hour walk through the Stansted fields and forest today I only saw two sqirrels and one rabbit
but there was a good show of deer in the East Park. One large Fallow buck had a harem of 25 mixed
does and young and nearby a Roe doe and her youngster were sunning themselves near a thicket
out in the fields. Later in my walk I had another couple of Fallow does (apparently on their own but
definitely Fallow) in the wood pasture section of the Forest and a single Roe in the Groves.
A much more suprising sighting of Roe Deer was made by Lee Marshall at Fort Gilkicker on the
Gosport shore today. Surprising both in the location (I suppose they could have come along the
Stokes Bay shore from Browndown and the Alver Valley – perhaps their normal habitat has been
flooded and they, like so many humans, are storm victims seeking a new home) and also in the
number. Roe are normally only seen in family groups and while they do occasionally have twins
making a family of four if the buck is with them I think that the bucks would normally be on their own
at this time of year (furthest removed from their rutting season in May). I would welcome correction
in these matters as I am only guessing from limited knowledge.
......While seawatching for birds off Hurst Castle yesterday Russell Wynn recorded one seal – he
should be far better qualified than I am to identify the species but he does not name it (I guess the
sea was pretty rough) so I can only assume that it was probably a Common Seal. Do Grey Seals
ever come as far east as the Hampshire coast?
WED 1 NOV
An unexpected entry in the SOS website is a report from Monday (Oct 30) of a 17 foot long, very dead,
20 ton whale being thrown up on the beach at Shoreham and then mercifully sucked back into the
sea. No mention of species.
While delivering Nature Notes posters in north Emsworth today John Goodspeed found Orange Peel
fungus on the ground at the foot of an Oak Tree at the junction of Redlands Lane and Longcopse
Lane. This fungus is usually a brighter red than most oranges but other than that (and the fact that it
is usually paper thin) this fungus does look very like a segment of orange peel thrown on the ground
when first seen.
This evening Rosemary Webb told me of more fungal finds she had made in Stansted Forest (Sling
area) last Sunday (Oct 29) following her finds in Havant Thicket on the Saturday. Climbing the steep
slope from the lower part of the Sling to the end of the main avenue, on a fallen log near the Beech
tree with the magnificent display of Ganoderma adspersum, she had found fresh Pleurotus dryinus.
Looking at the illustration of this it looks as if it could be mistaken for another impressive fungus,
Volvariella bombycina, as both have rather shaggy white caps though the gills of the Pleurotus are
much whiter, but I will have to take a look at this new fungus to see if my impression is correct.
Rosemary also found another fungus I have never seen, looking like rich brown buttons on oak wood
and called Rutstroemia firma. Along the edge of the main avenue Horns of Plenty had appeared
under the beeches where I have not heard of them before, and in the trees a mass of
Clavariadelphus junceus was another good find (though pretty unimpressive to the casual viewer).

WEEK 43 OCT 23 - 29
BIRDS:

SUN 29 OCT
The pagers report that a Bittern was seen several times today in flight over the Titchfield Haven
reserve. This may be a new arrival finding its way around or one that has been there since July 2
and has been reported 8 times in HOSLIST, though not since Sept 20. Other news from Titchfield
was of a Grey Phalarope seen heading west, and from the Lower Test I see there has been a Med
Gull and several Yellow Legged Gulls.
Following my comments on Ring Necked Parakeets being common in the Home Counties Ken Hearne
tells me that on 13 Feb 99 he saw over 1000 of them comng to roost at the Esher Rugby Club – what
a gay scrum that must have been (and presumably still is?). Ken comments on how noisy the birds
were.
Colin Bates raises an interesting point concerning Stonechats. He lives in Bishopstoke and today
found 10 Stonechats in the Itchen Valley but noticed that these birds were all in pairs, and on
reflection realised how unusual it is to see Stonechats that are not in pairs, either in the winter or
summer. We see the young around the nest sites in the summer but hardly ever see lone birds
thereafter – that is his experience and I would concur. So do the young birds form pairs as soon as
they leave the family unit? Or do the young birds go off to quite different winter sites from the many
coastal ones at which we see the pairs?
John Clark has begun his winter visits to the Avon Valley to monitor the wildfowl and was at the
Blashford Lakes by dawn this morning to see 1825 Lesser Blackbacks flying from their overnight
roost there – this is not a new roost, I remember being surprised by similar figures last winter. Other
than these gulls there was little for him to see – no Bewicks have yet returned and he quotes a count
of 15 Pochard as being one of the highlights of the day!
FRI 27 OCT
The evening’s Portsmouth NEWS goes to town on proposals put forward by the City Council for the
development of Tipner Lake (where a huge IKEA furniture store will replace the left over rubbish of
Pounds scrapyard). If this eventually goes ahead some 16 acres of mud at the southern end of
Tipner Lake will be reclaimed and houses built on it but this loss of mud for birds to feed on may be
partly balanced by a proposal that is new to me, namely the closing of the Tipner firing ranges where
the large area of open land whcih was previously securely fenced off from the public will become a
large public open space at its western point and a ‘Brent Goose sanctuary area’ along the south of
the penninsula.
When Tom Grose was at Titchfield Haven yesterday he heard a Chiffchaff singing and today both he
and Mike Wall are expressing their surprise at hearing one in the autumn and asking how unusual it
is. My initial reaction was that while it is uncommon to hear one after the start of October until the
first arrivals in March it is not unusual given fair weather conditions at the time of singing if the birds
are in good condition and well fed. I would regard the chances of hearing one in a place that they
winter as being on the par with seeing a Red Admiral or a Bat brought out of hibernation by warm
weather. Looking in my database for the past winter I see I recorded song twice in Oct 99 (including
one in or near my garden on Oct 23 – I hear them almost daily in September) and then heard one by
the Brockhampton stream alongside Budds Farm on 6 Feb 2000 (the earliest song presumed to
come from a new arrival is noted as Feb 25 when Dave Unsworth heard one at Eastleigh sewage
farm). I‘m pretty sure I have heard of them singing in December in some winters. Basically there are
an awful lot of them around along the south coast in recent winters and they don’t need much of a
spur to give a quick snatch of song when they are well fed and see some passing local talent among
the girl Chiffchaffs.
Ian Watts today saw a female Peregrine perched on the clock tower of Southampton Civic Centre and
earlier noted 300+ Golden Plover in flight over the Wide Lane fields at Eastleigh – probably the same
flock of 380 which he counted on Oct 24.

THU 26 OCT
Anne de Potier has told Brian Fellows that a few juvenile Brent have been seen at the Witterings in
Chichester Harbour and Ian Thirwell has (I think) seen a few in Langstone Harbour off Milton
Common (I cannot be sure what Ian saw – his email is headed Re Pale Bellied Brent and the
message says “I have seen a few off Milton” which I think refers to juvenile Brent – I do wish people
would generate their own meaningful messages rather than hitting the Reply button which repeats
the heading of the original message, and quotes the whole of the original messages, filling the world
with more rubbish than is necessary!). From what I hear this year’s catastrophic breeding failure is
attributable to bad weather rather than Arctic Foxes or Owls. While on the subject of Brent I see that
a few of them have possibly changed their migratory route this autumn. Instead of folowing the
channel coasts some have flown west overland – around 50 were seen at the London reservoirs last
Sunday (Oct 22) followed by sightings of 11 at both Frensham Great Pond and going west over Old
Winchester Hill.
The 11 Barnacle Geese which were missing from Baffins Pond in Portsmouth when Brian Fellows
checked the birds there last Tuesday were seen at Titchfield Haven today by Tom Grose. Along with
them Tom found what he described as two Snow Geese, one white and one partial blue phase, and
I suspect both of these also came from Baffins from where one white Snow Goose and one hybrid
goose (thought to be partly Bar Headed) have also gone. Perhaps Brian can put out a description of
the hybrid so that the ‘partial blue phase Snow Goose’ there can be checked for resemblance to the
Baffins hybrid. Other birds seen by Tom at Titchfield were 39 Wigeon, 14 Pochard and 46 Shoveler
with one Chiffchaff and at least 2 Cetti’s Warblers singing. (Since writing this I have heard that the
second Snow Goose is the funny hybrid from Baffins)
......Also at Titchfield were 182 Canada Geese which sounds a substantial number but is only just over
half the total that were in Portsmouth for the July moult (144 at Baffins and 199 on the IBM lake, a
total of 343 which corresponds well to the total of 333 at those two lakes in July 1999) A count of 395
Canada Geese on the IBM lake on 11 Sep 99 shows that Baffins and the IBM Lake are not the only
sources of these birds, and what I am wondering now is is where, after deducting the 182 currently
at Titchfield, there are up to another 200 in our area. There are probably up to 50 in the Langstone
Harbour area and perhaps a similar number on the Thorney Deeps but where are the rest? Do they
perhaps travel further afield?
Brian Fellows tells me has had a phone call from a lady living in Christopher Way (a road in north
Emsworth) who is sure she has seen a female Black Redstart on her roof and the description she
gave sounds pretty convincing to me – size, shape, colour and behaviour. Brian himself dropped in
at the wet meadow north of Nutbourne Bay this morning and found at least 74 Teal present (it’s
impossible to see them all her unless they are put to flight). Not much else with them – a couple of
Egrets and a Heron, 19 Lapwing, 2 Blackwits and 1 Oystercatcher plus a lone Curlew in the ‘Point
Field’ alongside Prinsted Bay that will probably soon have Brent and Blackwits by the hundred with
many other waders.
Mike Rafter was in the north west of the New Forest today and found a flock of over 20 Redwing in the
Pitts Wood area with a female Merlin, a male Hen Harrier and a Peregrine in the nearby Black Gutter
area. No mention of Ravens or Ring Ouzel this time but they both could be still around. Way over in
the east of the county Richard Ford saw a Black Redstart close to Woolmer Pond (Liss area), and
down in the south west Russell Wynn and Mike Rafter have been comparing notes and proved that
there are two separate Marsh Harriers currently at Pennington and Needs Ore, both hopefully
staying for the winter.
Martin Hampton has recently been up to Hampton Court (for a family re-union?) where he saw a small
flock of Ring Necked Parakeets and he is wondering if these attractive, exotic, birds will ever return
to Hampshire. Without checking in detail I can only recall hearing of a couple of Hampshire sightings
this year (I think John Eyre saw in the Fleet area and someone else had one at Pennington recently).
I can recall them as being regularly seen in small numbers in south east Hampshire in the 1970s and
occasionally since, and Martin recalls seeing them near Petersfield. Why have they deserted
Hampshire while I think continuing to increase in the Home Counties and in London where I believe
night roosts of a hundred or more can be seen? Has anyone got and facts and/or theories?

WED 25 OCT
Today Brian Fellows had a clear view of a single Pale Bellied Brent Goose among 182 Dark Bellied
birds off the Langtone South Moors - he assumes it is the same bird which was seen near Farlington
Marsh on Oct 20 and that there is just one bird of this race currently in Langstone Harbour.
Yesterday (Oct 24) Brian made his rounds of Portsmouth sights finding the first substantial wader
roost of some 300 Ringed Plover and 200 Dunlin on the shingle of Eastney beach west of Fort
Cumberland and finding 50 Swans at the Canoe Lake. At Baffins Pond the Shoveler had increased
to 22 but the 11 Barnacle Geese with their attendant Snow Goose and hybrid had vanished (since
seen at Titchfield)
Peter Hockin found 33 Greylag (plus a leucistic bird of indeterminate species) on the water meadows at
Ibsley in the Avon valley yeaterday. I take it that these birds are newly arrived at this site and that
others are expected to follow – Peter says that the goose flock there last autumn numbered some
300 birds – half Greylag, half Canadas and just one Snow Goose.
Ian Watts counted 380 Golden Plover with 48 Lapwing on the Wide Lane fields near the M27 at
Eastleigh yeaterday (Oct 24) and Steve Keen found 179 Golden Plover in the Pennington area. Also
at Pennington Steve found 1035 Teal, 71 Wigeon, 44 Shoveler, 50 Pintail, 6 Gadwall and 6
Merganser with 293 Brent. In addition to the Golden Plover waders there included 226 Dunlin, 221
Black Tailed Godwit, 185 Lapwing, 109 Redshank, 87 Grey Plover, 71 Turnstone, 4 Greenshank, 2
Barwits and 1 Knot. Other birds were 16 Egrets and 3 Grey Wagtails
TUE 24 OCT
Cycling down the Hayling Coastal Path today I met Pete Durnell at the Oysterbeds and he told me that
a Ring Ouzel had been seen at Sandy Point (I think yesterday) and that Andy Parfitt had recently
seen a Black Redstart there. Coming back to the present we were talking about the large number of
Oystercatchers now using the bund walls as their high tide roost. They seem to have deserted their
long established roost areas on Round Nap and Baker’s Island though people looking from
Farlington Marshes may disagree with this. I have not been there to check but could see at least 600
and probably 1000 at the Oysterbeds today while Pete had counted some 1500 there recently.
Before reaching Hayling I had found 24 Egrets and 9 Heron with 70+ Teal in the Wade Court wet
meadow with the tide high, and then seen some 150 Golden Plover flying high from the north
towards the Northney shore but diverting to an alternative landing place when they saw the Northney
saltings covered with the tide. I guess they went to Verner Common but am less certain where they
came from – maybe the large open fields south of the A27 west of Southbourne and east of Lumley
(incidentally one of many interesting things I found out when visiting Emsworth’s small but packed
with interest museum recently was that those fields had been turned into an airfield during the First
World War but I think the war ended before much use was made of it). Comng back to today the only
other item of bird news was that the dead trees in the ‘Aston Villa’ meadow inland of the Billy Line
south of the Oysterbeds had been taken over for the high tide period by eight Egrets perched around
the Little Owl’s favourite spot and there was no sign of the Owl. I also saw that a main branch of the
totally dead tree has now crashed to the ground.
While on my way back from Hayling I met Tim Lawman at the Oysterbeds and he told me that he had
seen male and female Blackcaps near the Sinah Lake this morning, and not long ago had watched a
Short Eared Owl arrive flying high from the north to plunge down to the Sinah Golf Course though it
is probably no longer there. I also met Martin Hampton in Havant today and he had seen a few
Redwing at Wade Court yesterday – late in the winter a flock of these can usually be found in the
pony fields just south of the A27 there but I suspect the ones he saw were still on the move.
MON 23 OCT
Mike Rafter reports on HOSLIST today that there is a single male Ring Ouzel in the north west of the
New Forest at a point which he describes as half a mile south of the carpark for Black Gutter Bottom
on the road from Godshill towards Cadnam. He names the place as Linden Hall but I think this may
be a mishearing of Leaden Hill which does appear on my map at SU 206156. Mike also mentions a
couple of Ravens and a Peregrine in the vicinity but does not give a date for the sightings
(presumably this past weekend).
Despite unpromising weather Kevin Stouse led a fruitful birding walk at Pagham Harbour yesterday,
listing 56 bird species and learning from the warden that there had been a peak count of 98 birdst at

the harbour’s Egret night roost within the past few days. Of the day time birds which the party saw a
single Spoonbill was probably the most exciting but 100+ Pintail must also have been a good sight.
Other birds worth a mention here were a single late House Martin and more expected singles of
Common Sandpiper and Whimbrel plus two Spotshanks.
The first Hampshire Field fare of the winter (?) was seen by Mike Wall today flying north (!) over
Polhampton Lake by the head waters of the Test just west of Basingstoke where Golden Plover and
Lapwing are back on the fields. Another interesting individual bird was the albino Budgie which
Russell Wynn found knocking on his office window on the top floor of the Southampton
Oceanography Centre well after light’s out time for all well behaved passerines. Russell believes
this bird is a goddess in disguise sent to reward him for staying at his desk instead of twitching the
Siberian Blue Robin at Minsmere and he is trying desperately to think of and utter the magic word
which will restore the goddess to her true form – meanwhile more and more splatters of bird
dropping are covering his desk as the exhausted bird walks about pursuing its researches into
matters oceanographic as it peruses the documents on the desk top.
On a more serious note Russell Wynn visited Pennington/Keyhaven marshes last Saturday (Oct 21)
seeing the first two Merganser back there plus a Black Redstart proudly showing off its new Volvo by
perching on it. Single Wheatear, Yellow Wagtail and Sandwich Tern were probably all on their way
south while 15 Stonechat and 30 Golden Plover were presumably recent arriveals that may stay for
the winter whereas 3 Dartford Warblers and several each of Bearded Tits and Cetti’s Warblers could
have been coming, going or staying. Among other birds noted at Pennington were a Marsh Harrier.
4 Shag, 3 Peregrines and a lone Med Gull. Yesterday (Oct 22) Russell was at Old Winchester Hill to
see a flyover by 11 Brent heading west followed by 3 Redwing. Also on the move were 5+ Swallows
and 2+ House Martins (porbably going south down the Meon Valley)
At Emsworth today Brian Fellows found the Black Swan with a total of 65 Mutes and the first two
Canada Geese since the spring back on the Mill Pond and then watched a Kingfisher retreating
upstream from the Slipper Mill pond. Later he went for a tour of the Chichester gravel pits, counting
a grand total of 1302 Coot and more interestingly 24 Gadwall and 39 Pochard. Only 11 Great
Crested Grebe and 18 Cormorant could be found along with 100 Tufted Duck.
I see that John Goodspeed recently watched 15 Cormorant fishing in water between Langstone Village
and Northney, east of Langstone Bridge and today I saw perhaps ten resting on the mud there and
later (at dusk) saw 8 of them fly over the Oysterbeds towards their night roost (wherever that may be)
I’m not sure why the number here has increased (more fish? More sheltered water than out in
Langstone harbour?), nor whether the birds will stay there for any length of time. I was half hoping to
see Merganser in the Oysterbeds area when I walked there in the late afternoon but I was forgetting
that these birds normally leave the harbour in mid-afternoon and spend the night on the open sea.
All I did see was a single Kestrel hungrily hovering in the hope of catching some supper after a windy
wet day that would have deterred the voles from coming out of cover, and a mnale Stonechat
perched on the sheltered side of a bramble bush near the pools.
PLANTS:

SUN 29 OCT
During a fungus foray in Havant Thicket today I found only a dozen plants in flower but two or three of
them are worth a mention starting with the Devils Bit Scabious which always flowers late in the year
here and is still in the prime of life with plenty of unopened buds as well as beautiful blue flowers.
Similarly in full flower and much more abundant are the yellow Hieracium daisies which occur
throughout the Thicket but which I have not so far pinned down even to onbe of Stace’s sections of
the tribe. Dwarf and Common Gorse are both in flower but the most interesting find is another plant
whose idenitity I am not confident about but which I believe to be Trailing Tormentil. This plant is
abundant in one section of normally dry pathside, sticks very close to the ground and roots at almost
every node and is clearly not ordinary Tormentil (which is in flower here) and more closely resembles
Creeping Cinquefoil but has much smaller leaves and flowers with only four petals and sepals.
FRI 27 OCT
A note from Pete Selby today tells me that the new colony of Sea Heath (see entry for Oct 24 below)

on Hayling was discovered on Oct 17 by Barry Goater. Pete also tells me that he has been to see
the colony of Bermuda Grass discovered recently on Milton Common at Southsea by Richard Jones
– the grass is apparently flourishing there and Pete is pretty sure it was introduced with gravel used
to create paths over the common (he also thinks that the other two Hampshire populations of this
plant at Eling and Bournemouth probably also came in with gravel – but no one is saying where the
gravel came from). I doubt the gravel came from the Tropics but Pete surprises me by saying that
Bermuda Grass is thought to be the commonest grass in the world – only being scarce well outside
the Tropics and even here once it gets a hold its system of rhizomes causes it it persist despite all
the mowing and other ill treatment it may get.
TUE 24 OCT
A month ago (see Sept 23) I was made aware of Sea Heath when the Havant Wildlife Group were
shown it as they walked around Thorney Island and on Sept 27 I noted Pete Durnell’s comment that
this rarity had been first discovered in Britain (back in 1621) at Tournerbury on Hayling Island but
had probably given up the struggle to survive at the two known Hampshire sites there and at Black
Point. Today Pete Durnell gave me the good news that two new colonies of this plant have just
recently been found, again on the east coast of Hayling but on private land. What I now want to
know is whether there is any connection between this plant, properly called Frankenia laevis, and
the Frankincense in the Christmas story...
MON 23 OCT
Among some 40 flowering plant species found this afternoon in a walk from Havant to the Hayling
Oysterbeds there was a pleasant surprise in Russell’s Field (along the west bank of the Lymbourne,
between the Billy Line and Langstone High Street) in the form around 100 tall flowering Meadow
Buttercups - most flowers now to be found are scattered individuals but this was a general flowering
as in a spring buttercup meadow. Also worth a mention was white flowered Red Valerian by the
Hayling end of Langstone Bridge with one or two Golden Samphire flowers nearby and quite a mass
of White Melilot at the Oysterbeds
INSECTS:
SUN 29 OCT
Wasps and Craneflies were both flying in Havant Thicket this morning when the sun shone between the
torrents of rain. I also saw a Harvestman busily walking among some fungi I was interested in but
there were also a couple of butterflies on the wing – one definitely a Red Admiral and the other, to
judge by its colour as it flew in the distance, a Comma.
THU 26 OCT
Today Ken Hearne watched a lone Clouded Yellow attempting to nectar (the wind was making it difficult
to land on wildly waving plants) at Cuckmere Haven in East Sussex and neither he nor I will be
greatly surprised if there are not some sightings of these butterflies in November. Yesterday there
were still two Red Admirals in Emsworth’s Brook Meadow when Brian Fellows was there, and from
Fran Low at Bladford in Dorset I have a reminder of a late Hummingbird Hawkmoth in her garden on
Oct 15.
TUE 24 OCT
The sun came out briefly around lunch time today as I was riding my bike up the Hayling Coastal Path
and as I was passing through the small wood seaward of Saltmarsh Lane a movement caught my
eye and caused me to halt my ride in order to check that it really was a late Speckled Wood, which it
was.
MON 23 OCT
Arriving on Hayling in the late afternoon today I had nearly reached the point where the path around
‘Texaco Bay’ joins the north end of the old rail line when I was stopped by a green object lying on the
path. This was an undamaged, but dead, female Great Green Bushcricket still looking fresh enough
to be alive. I have heard Pete Durnell say they can be find along this section of the Hayling Coastal
Path but this is the first time I have seen one and a good record for the new nature reserve here.
OTHER WILDLIFE:
SUN 29 OCT
Yesterday Rosemary Webb told me of three very interesting fungi which she had seen in Havant
Thicket that morning and this morning’s sunshine sent me there to track them down. Best of them
by far was something that I have never seen before and found here in perfect condition qualifying in

my mind for the label ‘absolutely fabulous’. This has the offputting name of Ear-Pick Fungus and is
a tiny thing growing saprophytically on decaying pine cones. It also falls into the group of ‘Tooth
Fungi’ which featured in the August issue of British Wildlife this year which had made me keen to find
it as it is said to be one of the commoner members of that group (though the only one which I would
regard as being at all common, having found it more than once, is the ‘Wood Hedgehog’ – Hydnum
repandum – which is a large white toadstool occurring in Beech Woods). What makes a tooth
fungus is having its spore bearing surface in the shape of stalactite-like white spines hanging down.
The Ear Pick is the smallest of the group and the ones I found this morning were had stems 25mm
high and caps 15mm across. To make them more difficult to find they are very dark in colour and
Rosemary only found the four specimens in the Thicket because she went to look at a larger
toadstool and found them close to it, but her clear instructions as to where I should look meant I had
no difficulty in finding them. The four specimens were in two pairs, one pair old, the other very fresh.
To get a good look at the fresh pair I went to pick up the cone from which they appeared to be
growing but found they were only attached to some leaves so I was able to carry them into the
sunlight and see them clearly with a lens. The stems were almost black in colour but thickly covered
with dark ‘bristles’ and the caps were similarly bristly but were a lighter brown with flecks of gold
colour and had a pale edge to them. The caps are kidney shaped and the stem joins them, not in the
centre, but at the edge on the flatter side (holding out the cap like a street lamp is held out from its
lamp post). Because of the cap shape it is possible for two specimens to grow ‘back to back’ and this
was true of the four fund here – they were in two pairs like Siamese twins with the stems fused at the
base. Looking underneath the cap I found the massed spines were almost pure white (the books
say they are more usually shades of brown). The books say they normally occur with Scots pines
(which were present) but there were also many of the commercially planted Austrian pines with their
more pointed cones and the fungi appeared to be associated with that type.
......The first of the other two special fungi which Rosemary had found was Rhodotus palmatus, a more
convential gilled fungus with its stem growing horizontally from a decaying log (in this case beech)
before turning up to support the cap which can be up to 10cm across. The main feature and
attraction of this rare fungus is its lovely apricot/pink colour though today the two caps on show were
looking rather washed out. The second one had not been confidently identified by Rosemary when
she spoke to me but it is clearly related to a family called Otidea, one of which is called Hare’s Ear
and is of the same form as the Jew’s Ear that most people are familiar with but in this case the overall
colour was a very pale straw colour and the fungus formed an amorphouse mass 9cm across with
many ‘ears’ in various stages of deformity all clustered together (I see that I named it the ‘Curly Kale
Peziza’ in my field notes). Naming fungi is almost impossible in many cases and the nearest I would
go with this is to say it is like a large, pale example of Otidea bufonia.
THU 26 OCT
Fungi come in all sizes, colours and shapes and today I have found one on my lawn which I have only
noticed once before in the 34 years we have been living at this address in Havant. The first time I
noticed it was more than 5 years ago and then it almost covered the lawn and was difficult to
overlook. I suspect that the fungus has fruited in most years but in smaller numbers which have
been lost among the ‘leaves on the lawn’ at this time of year, so it may be worth a mention in case it
is also growing on your lawn and waiting to be discovered. The fungus is called Trichoglossum
hirsutum, is very dark brown (looks black) and stands about 4 cm high with only the top showing
above the grass. In shape it is like a single-ended canoe paddle with the handle end coming up from
the grass and the elliptical blade showing above the grass. The handle is 2.5 cm long and 4mm
wide, the blade is 1.5cm high and 1cmat its broadest. A slight groove runs all the way up the handle
and blade. This year I can only see three examples on the lawn – can you find this needle in your
incipient hay-stack (i.e. you growing grass).?
TUE 24 OCT
Today Martin Hampton told me that he had yesterday seen a Stoat in the fields north of Wade Court
beside the Lymbourne Stream. I suspect these hunters are much more widespread than sightings by
humans would make us believe, and while I have never seen one here before there are plenty of
rabbits in those fields. This sighting has reminded me of something I saw probably 20 years ago in
the grass verge of the Billy Trail running alongside Wade Court. This was in days when the grass
was cut back with scythes or sickles rather than large noisy machines and what I found was the dead

body of either a Stoat or Weasel (I think Stoat but can’t remember) with its teeth bared in a snarl of
defiance, presumably having refused to give way to the human intruding on its territory and having
been killed by the grass cutter (possibly without his having seen it was there in the long grass). Later
today I heard two more observations of local carnivores – first from a person who stopped me near
the Oysterbeds to pass on news of a recent close encounter with a Seal in the Langstone Channel
west of the Oysterbeds – he was out on a windsurfing board when the wind fell calm and he could do
nothing but stand motionless on his board when the Seal’s head popped up, looking at him from a
distance of perhaps twenty yards. I was with Tim Lawman at the time and this prompted him to tell
me how he had this year seen a Fox out on the Little Tern island in the Oysterbeds lagoon – although
the island is totally surrounded by water a Fox on the shore could clearly see dinner waiting for him
on the island and get to it with a short and easy swim. I hope this does not become a habit among
the local Foxes in future years.
MON 23 OCT
This evening Rosemary Webb told me of the finds made on the Fungus Foray which she led yesterday
in Head Down wood just east of the Q E Country Park (Head Down lies above the rail tunnel taking
trains south from Petersfield to Portsmouth). From the list of ‘good finds’ which she gave me I would
select two as the highspots – one was Cordyceps militaris, also known as the Scarlet Caterpillar
Fungus becuase the bright red fruiting bodies (vaguely like Swan Vesta matches with a yellow stem
and red tip) grow from a fungus that has invaded and destroyed the pupa of some caterpillar which
buries in the ground to pupate. The fruiting bodies come up from the ground like coloured pencils
but never rise more than 5cm above it. This fungus is not classed as rare but neither Rosemary nor
I have seen it more than twice in our lives. The other highspot was also a bright orange red but this
time but this time more of a disk shape (not exceeding 2cm across) on the ground and it’s name is
Melastiza chateri. It could be confused with another round red disk fungus sometimes found on the
forest floor, the Eyelash fungus, but that has a ring of black hairs (eyelashes) growing up from the
periphery of its smaller disks and Eyelash fungus tends to grow on rotten wood while the Melastiza
grows of bare soil or gravel. Among others on the long list of finds were Dog Stinkhorn and two
forms of Earth Star (Geastrum sessile and triplex) all shpwing the various stages of their
development. Another rarity was a small whitish (tinged pale brown) club fungus which grows up to
4cm high on rotting wood and is called Podostroma alutaceum. Much commoner and thinner in
shape were a couple of ‘golden spindle/stagshorn’ species called Clavulinopsis corniculata and C.
lutea-alba
COMMENT:
SUN 29 OCT
Year by year, almost day by day, we hear of wildlife diminishing here in southern England. Sometimes
the reason is not clear but one thing is obvious – each species has particular requirements for
feeding and breeding, and any one piece of land meeting those requirements can only support a
finite number of individuals. Reduce the amount of suitable habitat, either directly by e.g. building on
it, or indirectly by e.g. changing the way the land is used by humans so that it offers less in the way of
feeding and breeding opportunites to wildlife, and the amount of wildlife that can exist there
diminishes. And don’t forget that wildlife does not easily adapt to change, so if you take away the
habitat features that the plants and animals have relied on in the past and think you can still support
the same amount of wildlife by creating what looks to you like the same features a mile or so away
wildlife is very unlikely to take up the offer of alternative accommodation
If the reason for preventing loss of wildlife habitat was just to allow us as bird watchers or plant/butterfly
hunters to continue to enjoy our chosen hobby we (as very much a minority in the community as a
whole) would rightly be outvoted when it comes to deciding whether or not to go ahead with
developments which do diminish wildlife habitat but which create jobs and wealth for humans.
Protecting our personal hobby interests is however not the issue, though wildlife enthusiasts are in a
better position than most people to argue the case for the interests of the community as a whole, and
do have a strong obligation to speak up in these land use decisions.

The present government has already recognised the importance of the natural environment to the
wellbeing of every citizen in its ‘quality of life’ indicators, and there can be few on earth who do not
appreciate our ability to destroy the ecosystem on which we all rely, destroying it not knowingly and
purposefully but unwittingly in pursuit of self-interest.
So the reason for opposing developments which reduce wildlife habitat, decrease bio-diversity, and
add to the adverse pressure on our global ecosystem, is because it is more important to preserve the
natural environment which supports all our lives than to sacrifice it for the very short term gain of
providing jobs for workers or financial gain for capitalists.
The primary reason for this comment is the issue of Dibden Bay. Associated British Ports are wanting
to create a large extension of Southampton Docks on the New Forest side of Southampton Water
which would bring about the loss of many acres of wildlife habitat along the waterside (removing the
whole of the as yet undeveloped west shore of Southampton Water) and would significantly increase
human pressure on that side of the water, all within an area proposed to come within the new
boundaries of the New Forest national park.
If you do not already know enough about the details of this proposal you can contact the Hampshire
Wildlife Trust office at Eastleigh or visit the Hampshire County Council website
(www.hants.gov.uk/TC/dibdenbay/ ) And if you share my view that this development should not be
allowed to go ahead in any shape or form please write or email to the government inspector
adjudicating the proposal, indicating your opposition. There’s no need to write a lengthy letter – just
say boldly that you totally oppose any development of the Dibden Bay area, and give your reason(s)
as briefly as possible

DIBDEN BAY PROTEST LETTER
Ben Darvill, one of the younger members of HOS, has circulated the following draft letter which you
may find useful as a base for expressing your own views. He says...
============================================================================
=================
To: Tony Springthorne, DETR Ports Division, Zone 2/29, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham St,
London SW1P 4DR
(or email to anthony_springer@detr.gsi.gov.uk – don’t forget, whether emailing or sending a letter, to
include your name and address to show you are a real human being )
Dear Sir,

I am writing to you to express my concerns over the plans submitted by Associated British
Ports to build a large container port at Dibden Bay. Dibden Bay is a Site of Special Scientific Interest,
and a conservation area of national importance supporting around a thousand ducks, geese and
wading birds which feed there. The area behind the sea wall, known as Dibden Marsh, has been
designated a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation. The nationally scarce annual beard grass
thrives here, as does the divided sedge, along with marsh orchids and other specialised plants. Dibden
Marsh also supports night-feeding ducks such as wigeon and teal, and breeding redshank and lapwing
whose habitat is increasingly threatened elsewhere.
The New Forest, soon to become a national park, is only a mile away. Indeed the recently published
draft boundary for the national park actually includes Dibden Bay, recognising its importance as an
area for wildlife. The widening of the A326 and the enormous increase in the flow of traffic will affect
important forest fringe areas and the wildlife that lives there, and the increased air pollution will have
further implications for the natural history of the New Forest.
The law says that before development in places like Dibden Bay can be given the go-ahead, the
Government must be satisfied that the social and economic need is enough to justify destroying an
important area for nature conservation. I hope that you will recognise, as I do, that there are better sites
within the UK to build a large container port that do not necessitate the destruction of such an important
area for wildlife, and that you will reject the proposal of Associated British Ports. Don’t let the greed of
ABP destroy one of the area’s most important conservation sites, or ignore the potential for
improvements in the efficiency of the existing docks in Southampton.
Yours faithfully,
============================================================================
=================
Personally I think I would reduce the text of my letter to two paragraphs as below. The many detailed
and specialist arguments will be put at length by the official conservation agencies, all we can do is to
indicate our opposition and help to show the strength of the support behind those agencices.
============================================================================
=================
I am totally opposed to the proposed development of Dibden Bay
Our present government has recognized the importance of the natural environment to the quality of
human life, and any benefits from this development to individuals, whether as new jobs for workers or
increased profits to ABP and its shareholders, would not in my opinion outweigh the diminution of the
natural environment, affecting the whole community, that this development would bring about through
immediate loss of wildlife habitat on the site, restriction of the proposed boundaries of the New Forest
national park, and the inevitable increase in human pressure on the area around the development .
The general long term wellbeing of the whole community should in my opinion take precedence over
the short term gains to relatively few individuals.

BIRDS:

WEEK 42 OCT 16 - 22

SUN 22 OCT
A late afternoon walk around the Langstone area produced no birds of special interest but walking
along the South Mors shore at dusk with at least 16 Turnstone busily searching the weedy stone
shore, and the far carrying calls of a dozen or more Grey Plover, presented a typical winter scene
here for the first time since perhaps March. Around 120 Brent were the largest birds (still no
juveniles) and 5 Egrets the most eye catching but part of the wintery feeling came from the variety of
birds – Curlew, Redshank, Oystercatcher, Dunlin and Ringed Plover were at the waters edge with
many Black Headed and more Common Gulls than recently scattered around, at least 26 Wigeon on
the water, and a single Rock Pipit calling as it flew over while a Kestrel hovered nearby. Up the
Langbrook a single Kingfisher flew low over the water to escape me, disappearing under the bridge
taking the old Mill Stream under Mill Lane, and over on the Budds Farm shore there were a few Black
Tailed Godwit (14) with some 200 Redshank. On the pools I saw three Shoveler with the two males
in near complete winter colour, and there were at least three Pochard with the many Teal, Tufted
Duck, Mallard and Little Grebe. Numerous Pied Wagtail were around the pools and on the shore
before entering their night roost in the sewage farm. Passing along the Langstone shore on my way
home I noted 9 Heron in the saltings just off the pond with nearly 100 Brent and 40+ Teal on the
rising water, while over on the Northney saltings I reckoned there were around 500 Golden Plover
and 300 Oystercatcher (though the light was now failing). One thing I could see was that 6
Cormorant were perched on the sailing club starting platform (a scaffolding structure out on the edge
of the main channel) and I guess likely to spend the night there. Strangely I could see none of the
hundreds of gulls that normally roost in the area south of Warblington.
While I was wandering around Langstone Brian Fellows was on the south east Hayling shore counting
198 Egrets into the Tournerbury roost. He was watching from 5 until 6.45pm and counted all the
birds he saw flying in but there could have been a few already in residence before he arrived, and
some may have sneaked in unseen, so I don’t think the a reduction from 216 birds seen on Oct 1
(and 204 on Oct 7) necessarily indicates any decline in the number of birds using this roost. The
winter corvid roost is still much in use with an estimated 500 birds there tonight.
There is lots of recent news on the Sussex website this evening and I can only pick out a few of the
items which caught my attention. First of these is a summary of the recent Honey Buzzard sightings
in the county with 378 in Sept and another 50 in October. Then there are the rarities seen in East
Sussex in the last ten days including Radde’s Warbler, Red Breasted Flycatcher, Dotterel, Quail
(only probable), Yellow Browed Warbler and a couple of Snow Buntings. Coming nearer home and
probably of more interest to Hampshire birders there has been an unusual influx of Spoonbills with
ten passing over Church Norton on Oct 14, and on that day a Sabine’s Gull was in Pagham Harbour
area with 70+ Yellow Legged Gulls and 33 Egrets plus 2 Avocet. The day before (Oct 13) a Lapland
Bunting was in the harbour area and 50 Eider flew past Selsey (but going east). Coming up to date
34 Merganser and one Little Auk went past Selsey on Oct 18, and on Oct 19 there was a probable
Pied Wheatear on the North Walls of Pagham Harbour and a certain Black Brant in the harbour with
7 Spoonbill seen at Church Norton, while in the West Wittering area there were 300 Golden Plover
and around 45 Goldrest plus single Firecrest, Merlin, Dartford Warbler, sing Cetti’s Warbler and
overflying Brambling. Today the Brant was still at Pagham but most sightings were further east –
Colin Law was on Newmarket Hill (between Brighton and Lewes) hearing the song of a Brambling
and distant chatter of probable Redwing and seeing 25 Corn Bunting with Linnets and
Yellowhammers in a stubble field. (In connection with the Redwing there was a report of well over 50
Thrushes flying over Tonbridge on Oct 13). Also today a Great White Egret was in the Cuckmere
valley (west of Eastbourne) and a Snow Bunting at nearby Seaford with 7 Ring Ouzels and a late
Hobby at Beachy Head. A final item worth noting was the presence of 200 Swallows and 300 House
Martins at Rye Harbour back on Oct 13 – possible the last of the many.
SAT 21 OCT
Yesterday I heard news of the first four Merganser in Langstone Harbour and today Brian Fellows with
the Havant Wildlife Group saw 14 of them fly in from the east to land in the Oysterbeds area,
presumably just ending their autumn journey. Walking round the northern shore of Hayling as well
as the north west the group saw some 200 Bar Tailed Godwit over near Warblington and 150 Golden

Plover on the Northney Saltings. They also saw a total of 8 Shelduck which could well be juveniles
and a couple of adults that have been here during the summer – I have not yet heard definite news of
obvious arrivals (i.e. parties of adults). Also in Langstone Harbour today the pagers reported an
Osprey, two Short Eared Owls, and 5 Black Necked Grebe plus a probable Great White Egret and
the continuing presence of the Barred Warbler in the north east ‘Slip Field’ at Farlington Marshes – I
think it arrived on Oct 15. Further west in Hampshire Ben Darvil almost certainly saw an Osprey in a
tree near Hedge End as he drove along the M27, and when he reached Needs Ore (mouth of the
Beaulieu River) he found three Merganser, four Pochard and 4 Gadwall along with a single Pintail.
Going back to Oct 19 I see both Firecrest and Dartford Warbler were reported from Titchfield Haven.
FRI 20 OCT
In Emsworth this morning Brian Fellows heard the first Song Thrush song since the end of the breeding
season. Brian says this song was two days earlier than the first which he heard last autumn and I
suspect the damp, dreary and almost windless morning brought the song forward. I can't think why
such gloomy weather should encourage song unless the bird was thinking that it should be doing
something towards cheering up such a dull day but I have noticed that the first Skylark song of the
New Year often comes from a bird hidden in low cloud. Maybe the birds are not being altruistic and
trying to cheer us up, more likely they are like frightened children whistling in the dark to keep their
own spirits up. I don't suppose anyone has a convincing answer to this question so I will be content
with letting the song remind me of bright frosty winter mornings yet to come.
Richard Ford spent the morning at Farlington Marshes from which he saw the first four Merganser that
I have heard of this winter out on the harbour. Near the lake he watched 22 Bearded Tits flying high
upwards from the reeds as they psyched themselves up for one of their incredible long distance
journey to a distant reedbed in which they hope to find better conditions for passing the winter. Not
unusually they could not quite bring themselves to take the plunge into the unknown, plunging back
into the Farlington reeds, but I guess they will not have many such false starts before they do set off.
Here in Havant a female Sparrowhawk soaring above my garden at lunch time surprised me in view of
the time of year and dull day. Maybe she was just checking that there were no other hawks trying to
muscle in on her patch, or maybe working out a new route for future low level hunting sorties.
THU 19 OCT
Today's bright weather was made the brighter for Brian Fellows with the sight of two Kingfishers flying
down the canal which connects the west end of the Little Deeps on Thorney to the end of the Great
Deeps. Over the seawall in Emsworth Harbour some 250 Dunlin, the first substantial tideline flock of
the winter, could be seen with some 100 Redshank but only 24 Black Tailed Godwit - a regular
Icelandic colour ringed bird among them. Another 16 Godwit were on the Hampshire side of the
harbour (the county boundary runs up the centre of the channel) with 6 Greenshank, 3 Egrets and 13
Ringed Plover. Close on 100 Brent were present, all still adults with no juveniles seen here so far
this autumn.
Gary Wearn was taking his regular walk across the South Moors yesterday (Oct 18) and had reached
the primitive bridge taking the east-west footpath over the tiny central stream when he was delighted
to see a Dartford Warbler pop up from the grass and perch on the barbed wire fence close to him for
a few seconds before plunging into one of the bramble bushes on the far side of the fence. I guess
there are a lot of this year's young now moving away from their nest areas in search of a better spot
in which to pass the winter and I doubt this bird will stay here any more than will the one I saw at the
Oysterbeds earlier this week or the one Brian Fellows watched on south Hayling last week-end.
Earlier (sometime last week) Gary had already seen the first Green Sandpiper on the South Moors
and had also seen a Common Sandpiper on the Budds Farm shore. Sometime this week Gary
noted a single Pale Bellied Brent among the Dark Bellied birds near Budds Farm outfall and watched
an Osprey fly south over the Moors and out over the harbour while more regular sights have been a
single Kingfisher and two Grey Wagtail along the Langbrook stream, an Icelandic colour ringed
Godwit on the shore with up to 20 Wigeon at the stream mouth and the occasional Swallow over the
Moors.
My own walk around the Idsworth area today found little wild bird interest but did discover a large and
interesting collection of wildfowl in an unexpected place hidden in the Sussex countryside at
Eckinsfield just south of West Harting Down. Presumably the house of this name was once a farm
and had a pond but recently a large barn has been converted into a palatial residence and the

people now living in it have turned the pond into the home of this wildfowl collection. I didn’t count the
individual birds (probably about 50 of them but did reckon there were well over a dozen species.
Those which I could recognize included Mandarin and Wood Duck (plus two seemngly albino or
leucistic Wood Ducks), Goldeneye and Tufted Duck, Pochard and Red Crested Pochard, Wigeon
and Chiloe Wigeon, Bahama Pintail, Egyptian Goose and some sort of Whistling Duck. In most
cases there were at least four representatives of each species.
WED 18 OCT
Today the pagers reported a Barred Warbler still present at Farlington Marshes where I think it was first
seen on Sunday (Oct 15). Also reported at Farlington on Monday was a Garganey and two Little
Stints at the lake plus an Osprey, Merlin and Peregrine in the harbour area.
TUE 17 OCT
Looking from the Langstone bridge as I cycled to Hayling this morning I could see what I guessed were
300+ Bar Tailed Godwit in the distance on mud south of Warblington Church and nearer to me some
50 Golden Plover on the Northney Saltings they I would have needed a scope to be sure of either.
Reaching the south end of the old Hayling Billy bridge I could similarly see a good number of Great
Crested Grebe off the South Mooors and Broadmarsh but could only estimate the number as more
than 30. Brent Geese were everywhere in hundreds from Langstone village to the Kench but I did
not see a single juvenile among those that were close enough to check their wings and there were
27 Egrets scattered along my route (on the way back with the tide up one was perched were the
Little Owl usually sits on a dead branch of a still living oak in the Aston Villa meadow hedge). A
Kestrel was active in the Oysterbeds/Stoke area both on the outward and return trips, and in
between I found a flock of around 40 Linnets on the Gunner Point shore (with half a dozen Skylarks)
and at the Kench a flock of some 500 Knot at the Kench with 150 Grey Plover and many (300?)
Oystercatchers plus a pair of Stonechat on the Golf Course over the road. Back at the Oysterbeds
there was another pair of Stonechat in the County Council field north of the Little Tern lagoon, and as
I watched them a Dartford Warbler showed briefly on the same bush. On the outer bund walls of the
Oysterbeds a large high tide roost of Oystercatchers were the dominant (?only?) waders – it
appeared that they had deserted their normal roost on Round Nap in favour of th Hayling shore
where they probably feed. Round Nap had some 15 Cormorant and nothing else as far as I could
see. One other thing worth mentioning was the lack of birds on Sinah Lake – three Emden geese,
one Cormorant, two Tufted Duck, three or four Coot and one Moorhen were all that I could see.
Brian Fellows made his usual round of Portsmouth sites today with the highspot being the first large
winter flock of Dunlin - some 500 of them on the south west shore of Langstone Harbour off Milton
Common with 33 Knot among them and 194 Brent nearby (all still adults). Another 180 Dunlin were
in Eastney Lake. Nearer the Milton shore was a lone Snipe and on land were one Stonechat, two
calling Chiffchaffs and a single singing Cetti's Warbler. Earlier Brian had found the Canoe Lake
Swan flock up to 52 birds and later he counted 28 Canada Geese at Baffins Pond (there were none
on the IBM Lake last Saturday but there are still some at Farlington Marshes) with 88 Mallard, 13
Shoveler and 17 Tufted Duck. Yesterday (Oct 16) the Black Swan was at Emsworth and the Mute
Swan with the Darvic ring marked UYD was back there.
MON 16 OCT
A late afternoon walk around Langstone found 22 Egrets and 6 Herons in the Wade Court trees (the
tide was only just beginning to fall) but only five Teal in the meadow pool where there have been up
to 80. I think the reason for the lack of Teal here was that dusk was approaching and this meadow
has many Foxes living in the bushes around it, and the Teal had sensible moved to safer places – 15
or more were on Langstone pond next door. The Swan family was intact with all six cygnets (last
time I saw them only five could be seen). On the South Moors I walked the length of the channel
running across the southern meadow but did not put up a single Snipe, but at the mouth of the
Langbrook I found four Shelduck – one of them had a partial breastband and I think was one of the
adults from Budds Farm with the three young birds raised their this year. They were surrounded by
some 85 Brent, none of which were young birds, and nearby was a group of at least 12 Ringed
Plover.
Adrian Martin visited Pagham Harbour last Saturday (Oct 14) and saw a late Wheatear and 2 Avocet in
the harbour area plus three Ruff and a Green Sandpiper at Sidlesham Ferry.where a Spoonbill had
been reported. Yesterday (Oct 15) Adrian was at Titchfield Haven and saw a juvenile Spoonbill

which flew towards Calshot. At least 5 Bearded Tits coul be seen in the reeds and plenty of Cetti's
were singing.
Russell Wynn saw just one Redwing in the Test Valley yesterday (Oct 15) where he counted a total of
225 Red Legged Partridge preparing to be shot. Also seen on Oct 15 according to the pagers were
a Barred Warbler at Farlington Marshes and at Calshot a Short Eared Owl, a Black Redstart and a
Dartford Warbler.
Among items relating to last week when I was out of action following the lightning strike which killed my
computer was news from John Shillitoe that on Oct 11 there were at least 5 Woodlark in the Hundred
Acres fields behind his house near Wickham, with one of the larks singing. Nearby the Red Kite was
still to be seen. On Oct 12 Russell Wynn was in the Keyhaven/Pennington area and noted a peak
count of 40 Little Egrets there and a Ring Necked Parakeet at Milford. Russell had at least 100
Swallows with House Martins on that day and on the following day (Oct 13) I heard from Dr Cris Little
at Leeds that the Swallows had left his area on Sept 30 and should now have reached the south
coast. Also on Oct 13 the pagers reported a Ferruginous Duck and a Garganey at Titchfield Haven
PLANTS:
SUN 22 OCT
With November almost in sight I thought that a list of 45 plants still in flower was fairly good for this
afternoon’s walk from Havant to Budds Farm and back. None of them were unusual but perhaps
Guernsey Fleabane is worth a mention – it is generally possible to pick it from a distance as different
from Canadian Fleabane in its larger, bulkier and greyer look but what I believe to be the
confirmation of its identity needs a lens, checking that it has many sharply hooked hairs sticking out
all around the edges of its leaves where Canadian has hairs which stick straight out (not hooked).
Now that I know it I am finding it is almost abundant all around Langstone Harbour and in other
places. Yeterday’s surprise find was a mass of Stone Parsley still covered with its minute white
flowers growing on a patch of waste ground within Emsworth (Westbourrne Close)
THU 19 OCT
A 7km walk from Old Idsworth Farm east through Markwells Wood, then north past Cowdown Farm to
Eckinswell and back via Ladyholt Park this morning produced 58 flowering plant species which
included one very healthy plant ofTreacle Mustard at SU 755160 on the hilltop above Ladyholt and
Long-stalked Cranesbill along the west edge of Huckwood. I also found fresh plants of Henbit
looking as if it were yet to flower and both Musk Mallow and Field Scabious in full bloom. In the field
with the Treacle Mustard there was a lot of the spurge whose leafy multiple stems recently made me
wonder if it was a different species to Sun Spurge (which I associate with having a stout, upright
single leafless stem up to the point where there is a whorl of leafy bracts subtending the flower
bearing rays) but all my checks, and those made by Gwynne and Nigel Johnson on a sample I gave
them, indicate that this plant is also Sun Spurge. One other plant possibly worth a mention is
Thyme-leaved Sandwort of which I found one small ‘bush’ flowering on the edge of Markwells Wood
TUE 17 OCT
Several plants were flowering on Hayling today which I had not seen earlier this week with Large
Flowered Evening Primrose the most numerous but there were also Thrift, Sea Campion, Vipers
Bugloss, Yellow Horned Poppy, Common Storksbill and Greater Knapweed. Best of all I found good
display of the Pale Toadflax still flowering near the Inn on the Beach. Among less interesting finds
were Sea Radish and Guernsey Fleabane (the latter now being a very common plant all round
Langstone Harbour).
MON 16 OCT
Lesser Hawkbit was flowering abundantly on the South Moors this evening and one or two plants of
Haity Buttercup added a paler yellow to the grass but the colour that struck me most was the bright
red of leaves on a Red Oak planted beside the path along the Langbrook stream where it meets the
ex-IBM tarmac just south of the Mallards housing. The large, jagged leaves on this tree are just
beginning to acquire their autumn colour and will soon be a dramatic sight.
INSECTS:

SAT 21 OCT
Today’s surprise was to find an active Wasp nest with many Wasps going in and out at the entrance to
my front garden drive where I would have thought I must have noticed them many times before now

– presumably Wasps are not starting new nests at this time of year? Or are they? I have not only
passed the spot many times, almost daily, and within the past month have been working around the
spot on at least two days pruning down the Buddleia which overhangs the spot, and I never noticed
Wasps on any previous occasion.
THU 19 OCT
During my walk in the Idsworth area today I saw three Red Admirals, several Common Wasps and at
least one Bumblebee on the wing and a neighbour here in Havant had a Red Admiral in his garden
where he has recently seen a Comma. Brian Fellows had another Red Admiral in Emsworth today
and earlier this week at the South Moors (I guess Wed Oct 18) Gary Wearn had the last Clouded
Yellow I have heard of so far, plus three Red Admirals. The last Peacock to date was one seen at
Titchfield Haven on Sun Oct 15 by Adrian Martin who also had a Clouded Yellow and what sounds
like both Common Darter and Migrant Hawker dragonflies. Also on Sunday Oct 15, but at Blandford
Forum, Frances Low saw two Hummingbird Hawkmoths in her garden.
TUE 17 OCT
Other than Common Wasps, which are far more numerous this autumn than they were last year, the
only insects I noticed today in a trip to Hayling were half a dozen Red Admirals scattered around the
island and another two or three along the Hayling Billy line in Havant.
SUN 15 OCT
Calm and warmish weather today brought out one Small White, one Red Admiral and one Migrant
Hawker along the Warblington – Langstone shoreline. One hedgerow of the Warblington Farm
fields was alive with Common Wasps though I could not see any nectar plants to attract them and
they were not settling.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 22 OCT
I think it is the best part of a year since John Chapman heard a Water Vole plop into Langstone Pond
from the seawall path and then saw it swim across the water (his sighting was on 20 Oct 1999) and
this evening I had an almost identical close view of one swimming close to the sluice gate though I
did not hear any plop. The bulky squarish body and broad, snub nosed head with small ears only
just protruding from the fur, and the dark brown colour of that fur, combined to convince me this was
a Vole and not a Rat and sent me home delighted with such an unexpected sighting after a dreary
day
MON 16 OCT
This evening I found quite a few Blackening Waxcaps on the South Moors turf and this reminded me
that I saw them for the first time yesterday on the IBM North Harbour site where they are usually
abundant – when fresh these medium sized waxcaps are a pale red colour but as they age they
acquire black streaks and eventually look like pieces of charcoal. Also seen at IBM was one Brown
Rollrim (large troops of these poisonous toadstools can normally be found there in the autumn) and
out on the mown grass of the ‘twin peaks’ between building F and the lake there was the usual
display of many boletes which I have never identified for sure – they are similar to Boletus
appendiculatus (pale khaki caps up to 20 cm across with yellow pores and a short stem so the caps
hardly clear the ground).

BIRDS:

WEEK 40 OCT 2 - 8

SUN 8 OCT
Kevin Stouse had a beautiful day (after yesterday's rain) to lead his walk beside Pagham Harbour from
Sidlesham to Church Norton today. Starting at the Ferry Pool they saw male and female Ruff and
were able to see the size difference before starting along the habourside path from which they saw
an excellent total of more than 60 Pintail. Also seen in the harbour were 4 Avocet, 2 Gadwall, a
Kingfisher and single Greenshank and Wheatear. Two Peregrines took off from islands in the
harbour to soar above the walkers, and when the party reached the beach a high flying
Sparrowhawk dived like a Peregrine over the Severals to escape harrying crows. Offshore there
were no Slav Grebes yet (just 5 Great Crested) but two Sandwich Tern were still present and 3 Knot

were among a flock of Grey Plover. Plenty of Swallows were still moving south and there were a few
House Martins at the Sidlesham vistor centre. In the fields Skylark were singing (like those I heard at
Idsworth on Thursday). The total of the day list for the walk was 70 species, including Stonechat,
Goldcrest, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler
Brian Fellows news from Emsworth for today tells of the Black Swan returning there from Broadmarsh
and of a newly arrived Mute Swan with a green darvic ring marked 4AB on its left leg.
Last night (Oct 7) several people counted Egrets at all the known Hampshire night roosts in a survey
co-ordinated by John Clark. The story is not yet complete since the result for the roost at Sowley
Pond is not included (that could be another 70 to 100 birds) but the counts so far known show a total
of at least 310 birds. 204 of these went into Tournerbury Woods on Hayling and were counted by
Brian Fellows, another 95 went to Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour (counted by Chris
Cockburn) and there were 9 birds at a newly discovered roost on Southampton Water at Ashlett
(between Fawley and Calshot). I’m not sure if anyone looked at the possible roost site in
Langstone’s Wade Court trees but I had a quick look there at dusk on Friday night and could not see
or hear any birds – so far as I know it is only used as a day roost and never at night.
John Eyre found his first Jack Snipe of the winter back at Bourley (in the gap between Fleet and
Aldershot) this morning. Also in the area were 7 Common Snipe, 70 Meadow Pipits and 40
Chaffinch. This is close to where last winter John found several Jack Snipe on burnt heathland
rather than in wet meadows or marshland.
Pager news from Titchfield Haven reports a Corncrake netted, ringed and released there early this
morning and the Rose Coloured Starling still flitting around the Calshot area today plus both Osprey
and Peregrine a little further west along the shore at Inchmery Quay with a Whinchat another mile to
the west at Lower Exbury on the banks of the Beaulieu River. At Lepe an Osprey flew over and 2
Dartford Warblers were seen. Yesterday there was a Common Tern, a Whinchat and 7 Bearded TIts
seen at Titchfield Haven, plus 4 Little Gulls at Fleet Pond
SAT 7 OCT
Steve Keen had a great day on the west Solent shore today starting with the Rose Coloured Starling at
Calshot before a seawatch from Milford-on-sea which gave him Hampshire's third ever (?) Sooty
Shearwater lingering offshore for about ten minutes as well as an early Red-throated Diver, Great
Skua, Guillemot, Shags and a couple of adult Gannets. As if that were not enough he went on to
Keyhaven/Pennington marshes and saw a late Swift and a first winter Little Tern. 6 Wheatear,
Swallows and Martins were on their way south while flocks of 40 Blackbirds and 10 Song Thrushes
could have been new arrivals from the continent. Earlier in the week Ben Darvill saw a juvenile
Dabchick on the Itchen south of Bishopstoke still pestering its mother for food and was puzzled by an
adult male Kestrel which seemed to be finding food between the vertical wooden slats of the country
park visitors centre there - he was too far from it to be sure what it was doing but it twice clung to the
wooden slats in different places and pecked at them as if eating spiders.
FRI 6 OCT
The juvenile Rose Coloured Starling which turned up at Calshot last Wednesday was still present
today.
So far as I know there has not yet been an influx of Redwing though it could happen any day (or night)
now. Richard Jacobs reported an unspecified number in the Test Valley on Sept 30, and tonight the
SOS website reports two at Brighton (Sussex University) as early as Sept 13, with one more found at
Ditchling Common on Sept 23. Other Sussex news comes from Ewan Urquhart who was at Church
Norton on Oct 4 seeing singles of Hobby, Whinchat, Whimbrel and Greenshank with 4 Stonechat
and 22 Little Egrets, Looking seaward he saw 3 Med Gulls and 1 Bonxie (Kevin Stouse hopes to do
better when he leads the HOS walk there on this coming Sunday but the weather may be against
him). Also on Oct 4 Owen Mitchell had an Osprey over Pagham Harbour and also two Yellow
Wagtails and a Green Sandpiper at Chichester Marina.
THU 5 OCT
Birds of Hampshire tells us that Water Pipits usually return to us in early to mid-October, and Jason
Crook has I know found them on the Langstone South Moors in more than one recent winter so it
seems very likely that two birds glimpsed by Ken and Daphne Hearne when they were on the
Hayling Coastal Path yesterday (Oct 4) were of this species (though they are by no means claiming
that this is definitely what they saw). Ken tells me >> After parking near the Esso garage we walked

south down the H Billy path and after about 400m flushed a bird across the path onto a seaweed
covered rock/stone. Typical pipit shape. size, etc., its outstanding feature as it flew was white
undertail coverts and vent. It was head on into the wind on the rock so only the top was showing plain greyish brown head and back with the primaries marked dark brown. It then flew furher away
and at the same time my wife saw another bird of same stature with a pinkish breast; this was only
a fleeting glimpse as it moved off quickly before I could see it. Neither of us was able to see any
supercilium or other distinguishing features in the short time they were showing. << If the
appearance of a pinkish breast was true then I cannot think what else these birds could have been.
Gary Wearn had a superb sight at lunchtime today of a Red Kite flying low over the Langstone South
Moors, harried by 3 or 4 Crows, before it headed towards Portsdown. Gary was able to see that this
bird had no wing tags but could not, of course, tell if it was one of the two that seem to have taken up
residence in the Boarhunt area north west of Portsdown. Also seen on the Moors was a flock of ten
Mistle Thrush, newcomers to the area, as well as a large flock of around 100 Goldfinch. One
Wheatear was on the seawall and plenty of Brent just offshore. Up on Budds Mound were flocks of
Linnet and Meadow Pipit (15 to 20 of each) with three Sandwich Terns around the Budds Farm
outfall and the Black Swan near Broadmarsh slipway. No Osprey spotted today but Gary is pretty
sure he saw one going south from Langstone over the oysterbeds recently.
Some 30 Swallows and a dozen House Martins flew south at Idsworth this morning following the
railway towards Portsmouth along the valley below Idsworth Down, and as I climbed the side of the
down a lone, noisy Cockatiel flew north above me. The Swallows were well spaced in groups of half
a dozen and were skimming low over the fields in the lee of the down which sheltered them from the
strong south west wind. Through spring and summer at least one Skylark could usually be heard
singing over each of the 15 large fields making up Old Idsworth Farm, and today at least two of them
were back in full song with others occasionally chirruping. 80 or more Rooks, presumably the
Littlegreen colony from Compton, were on newly ploughed land and Linnets were on remaining
stubble (I only saw about 25 of the flock of 150 that is probably still present) with two or three
Yellowhammer, not yet in a flock, in the hedgerows.
Yesterday I commented in passing on some 150 Brent seen close to Langstone South Moors and
others flying over Langstone Bridge to settle between Langstone and Northney, and today Brian
Fellows found 3 Brent back in Emsworth Harbour - all very unlike the very wary behaviour of early
arrivals in the past when they stayed well away from human activity until much later in the winter, and
did not come ashore to feed in fields until after Christmas. Maybe they have heard that Nov 17 this
year is the date on which the long awaited Brent Goose strategy is to be launched and they want to
have taken up their positions in good feeding fields long before they get their 'orders' as to where
they should and should not feed. Brian Fellows also reports two Lesser Blackbacks in Emsworth
Harbour, possibly the same two that were there last winter? The Black Swan was still playing truant,
probably at Broadmarsh.
Grey Wagtails are much commoner now than they were a few years ago and are no longer restricted to
the fast running streams that used to be their habitat. Both Brian Fellows and Kevin Stouse
comment today on finding them in places where they would not expect them - Brian had two on the
banks of the Emsworth Slipper Mill pond and Kevin had one flying over the M27 into the IBM North
Harbour site - and this relatively new abundance of them was brought home to me when I was
walking along the Hayling Billy line in Havant and was asked by a stranger if I could name the bird
she had been seeing along the track (far from the Lymbourne stream) which was clearly a Grey
Wagtail, and as we left the track by the Havant Museum I heard one fly overhead along East Street
into the centre of Havant (not an uncommon place to find them nowadays).
Pager news for Wednesday Oct 4 which reached me too late for Wednesday night's update includes
reports for Langstone Harbour of 4 Black Necked Grebe and a Common Scoter, and of the three
Dartford Warblers at Farlington Marshes where Jason Crook had two last Friday (Sep 29)
WED 4 OCT
Jeff Ross was the lucky finder of a Rose Coloured Starling at the Calshot Sailing Club at midday today.
As might be expected it is a juvenile with no rose colour to pick it out - my new Collins Guide tells me
it should stand out from the other Common Starlings as a much paler bird with a pale rump in flight
and a pale base to the bill. I think all juvenile Common Starling will by now have a fair amount of

speckled black adult plumage whereas this bird should be all pale grey except for blacker wings.
Looking at Birds of Hampshire it seems unusual to have one at this time of year - others have been
in the spring and summer and so this one may have arrived earlier and not been seen until now - and
it will be interesting to see if it remains with the flock of Common Starlings through the winter. John
Clark is happy with the description he has been given This observation reminds me that Starlings
still seem to go in and out of my roof space as if they still have young in a nest there so it is possible
the all pale juvenile Common Starlings are still on the market.
Following the return of Golden Plover to Langstone/Northney last weekend Adrian Martin today reports
them back on the Wide Lane playing fields by the M27 junction near Eastleigh. Adrian's view was
distant from a bike and he was trying to avoid being run over by lorries on this busy road so he is not
absolutely certain and has no count to offer but no doubt he will pursue the details as soon as
possible. No mention yet of them back at the Romsey site (Highwood Lane, Halterworth)
Nothing unusual in the way of birds in a walk from Havant via Langstone and around North Hayling this
morning. The shore off Langstone pond had a flock of perhaps 100 Bar Tailed Godwit with at least 5
Heron and 11 Egret but no Golden Plover that I could see, and later there were another 11 Egrets at
the Oysterbeds with perhaps 400 Oystercatcher crammed on the bar across Stoke Bay. In the
Oysterbeds were two adult Shelduck with three young that I assumed were the family from the
mouth of the Hermitage Stream (probably hatched in Budds Farm) though near them were another
two juveniles. In the rough meadow one Stonechat was back and two Whinchat were moving
through and over at Northney marina I had a good view of a Kingfisher. A flock of 100 Linnets
landed on the North Hayling fields as I crossed them and there were some 25 Goldfinch at Northney
marina and another 15 at the Oysterbeds with at least 25 Meadow Pipit (plus one Skylark) over the
Northney Marsh fields. A single juvenile Sandwich Tern sat on a post near Langstone Bridge and at
least 150 Brent were strung out on the water off the Langstone South Moors, some of them flying
east over the bridge to form a flock off Langstone village. On the Langstone Pond a single Tufted
Duck had arrived to join the 60+ Mallard, and on the mud there were 20 Teal, Surprisingly I did not
see a single Swallow or Martin in nearly 5 hours.
Today's pager news is from Farlington Marshes, reporting a Curlew Sandpiper and 2 Little Stint at what
is described as the 'main scrape' which I take to be the lake. An Osprey was seen in the afternoon is this still the juvenile that has been off Broadmarsh for some time?
TUE 3 OCT
The big surprise of Brian Fellows regular Tuesday round of Portsmouth and Southsea sites was to find
the Med Gull ringed O2K back at Southsea Canoe Lake from where it vanished a year ago. At that
time it was five years old (ringed as a chick in Holland in June 1994) and had somehow lost its left
foot so when it disappeared in Nov 99 (instead of staying through the winter as it had for several
previous years) it was assumed that it had gone to meet its maker. We do not yet know where it
spent last winter but it did return to Holland where it was seen with a mate on 12 April this year. A
lesser surprise for Brian was to find the first two Shoveler of the winter back at Baffins Pond. At
Broadmarsh two freshly plumaged Shelduck could have been new arrivals but could just as well
have been the two adults which have been here and raised three young – presumably their moult is
as advanced as that of the ones that went away.
An Osprey caught a fish at Chichester Marina this afternoon - seen by Owen Mitchell and reported on
the SOS website which also tells of 7 juvenile Marsh Harriers seen together today circling Friston
Forest just inland from Beachy Head. A few miles inland from Friston Forest there were two Black
Swans on Arlington Reservoir last week (Sep 27)
I see from Lee Marshall's very informative account of birds in the Gosport area that he only saw a small
passage of Swallows today (and you will see from tomorrow's entry that I saw no hirundine's at all on
Wednesday despite being out for over four hours on Hayling). I know that there will still be Swallows
and Martins around for some time but I wonder if the main passage, like that of the Honey Buzzards,
is now over. With reference to the Honey Buzzards the last two in Hampshire seem to have been
seen yesterday (Oct 2) with one over Fleet and one over Waterlooville, and in Sussex there has
been just one today (visit the SOS news page and read the sad story of young student William
Salmon's failure to spot any Honey Buzzards and his frustration when his friend Marc Read, still at
school, saw one over his school today).
MON 2 OCT

Last Tuesday (Sep 26) Jason Crook saw two Ravens flying northwest over Farlington Marshes, and
these two may (like the Red Kites) have taken a liking to the country betweem Portsdown and the
Meon valley as John Shillitoe yesterday (Oct 1) saw from Portsdown what looked very like two
Ravens soaring high over the Wickham Common/West Walk area where he lives - had he been at
home he would probably have had an excellent garden tick and a close enough view to be certain of
their identity.
Following the return of a substantial number (200+?) of Golden Plover to the North Hayling/Langstone
shores over the weekend I was interested to see from Ben Darvill's account of the HOS walk at
Pennington yesterday that Golden Plover were seen there but unfortunately he does not give any
idea of numbers (the odd one or two have probably been seen there earlier this autumn as they have
on Thorney, but I think it is only now that any substantial flocks are arriving). Russell Wynn, who was
also at Keyhaven/Pennington over the weekend reports another sign of the times seen on Saturday
(Sep 30) at Keyhaven - a flock of 20 Bearded Tits spiralling up into the air over the reeds. It is always
surprising to think of these small, weak-flighted, birds flying long distances as they regularly do, and
before they set out on one of their epic journeys they usually seem to have to recce the world outside
their reedbed and pysche themselves up to leave it by flying up into the sky to test the wind, view the
horizon and urge each other on to start the real flight which they only do after several such upward
spirals have ended in a return to the reedbed below.
A brief but significant message from Richard Jacobs sent early this morning reads >> Redwings seen
at Chandler's Ford and Timsbury on Sep 30<< On reading it around 9pm this evening I went to my
front door and looked up at a clear sky but could hear no whistling of these birds passing over
Havant, nor have I heard of any other local sightings, so I guess Richard saw a small band of
outriders with the main flocks still to come when the wind moves to the east or north. Still thinking of
winter arrivals in our area rather than passage birds I see that Russell Wynn found 25 Stonechat in
the Pennington area yesterday and I will now be on the lookout for more of these birds arriving at
winter stations along the Langstone and Chichester Harbour shores. Another observation in the
same category is of a Rock Pipit at Browndown (Gosport) where I think they are only found in the
winter (unlike those seen on the west Solent shore earlier in the autumn), and these too should soon
be back in the eastern harbours. This was seen by Lee Marshall who gives further confirmation of a
big passage of House Martins over the weekend (previously noted at Alresford Pond and other
places)
John Norton reports one possible Honey Buzzard over Titchfield Haven yesterday (Oct 1) and I have
seen no reports of any today so it looks as if they were flavour of the month for September and went
out of fashion very promptly when the month ended. Ospreys on the other hand can be expected to
be around throughout October (last year there were November and December sightings). On Oct 1
there was one Osprey over Portsdown heading towards Lee on Solent and another at Pennington,
while John Shillitoe saw the Portsdown one in the morning and then in the afternoon watched
another attempting to fish in the Meon at St Clair's Farm south of Droxford - this latter bird was
probably hungry, bruised and hen (or crow) pecked after crashing into the shallow water, failing to
make a catch and being continually harried by Crows, Gulls and even a Lapwing (cheering the
others on with its cries). No doubt we still have the Langstone harbour bird and two at the Thorney
Deeps remaining in residence.
PLANTS:

SUN 8 OCT
Last Thursday (Oct 5) I commented on a couple of unusual Spurge plants and have since had a
message from Pete Selby suggesting that they might be Leafy Spurge. The leafiness of the plants
did suggest this name to me but the illustration of Leafy Spurge in Stace is very unlike what I saw (it
has a basal rosette surmounted by a single thin leafless main stem with very broad leaves above,
whereas my plants had no basal rosette, and multiple thickish stems with leaves all the way up them
from the base). Furthermore, if I read Stace's key rightly, Leafy Spurge should be a perennial with
rhizomes where these plants were growing in a field that is ploughed each year and does not give
such a plant much chance to establish itself. However the plants were situated near to where the
mass of wildflower seed has been sown in more than one year to produce a show of Corn Marigolds,
Corn Cockles and Cornflower, etc so there may have been other seeds in the mixture. Next step (if

the field has not been ploughed before my next visit) is to take up Pete's advice to check for teeth
around the upper leaf edges and for warts on the fruits. In the same message Pete tells me that
Guizotia abyssinica (which I recently mentioned in passing as the source of Niger seed) was found
last year in a garden at Otterbourne, and while on the subject of exotic species I have now seen a
sample of the Ambrosia artemesiifolia which I mentioned on Sep 26 and see that it is an elegant
plant somewhat resembling Vervain in both its leaves and long terminal spike of tiny flowers.
THU 5 OCT
Walking round the fields of Old Idsworth Farm today I found harvesting the "Cottage Field" had
removed most of the wild flowers purposefully sown along the edge of the footpath along its west
side (running from Idsworth Chapel north to Huckswood Lane) but one large and healthy plant of
Corn Marigold was still present bearing four fresh flowers. In those fields not yet ploughed the
weeds are having their annual chance to flourish and Dwarf Spurge was much in evidence and one
of the million plants of Field Pansy was visited by a hungry Clouded Yellow butterfly. I also found a
number of plants of Green Field Speedwell and a couple of plants of what must have been aberrant
forms of Sun Spurge - that normally has a single bare stem rising from the ground up to a whorl of
leaves where the stems separate in flower-bearing rays but these had leaves up the stem from the
ground, and the plants did not have a single stem only but also a ring of additional stems forming a
bowl shaped structure with the outer ring of stems curving up from the same origin as the central
stem, and the whole plant was more luxuriantly leafy then usual. On Idsworth Down Harebells were
stlll flowering and Nettle Leaved Bellflower was out along Huckswood Lane. In Huckswood I found
flowers on Butcher's Broom (see Sep 29 for my first find of these flowers this autumn)
WED 4 OCT
One pretty plant which did not go on my wildflower list today is the Strawberry Tree at Northney Church
on Hayling, now covered with red strawberry-like fruit and clusters of pearl-like white flowers all set
against a mass of shiny green leaves. Positioned by the wicket gate leading from the road to the
east end of the church you can't miss the tree and it is well worth a close look, though this year it has
more fruit and fewer flowers than in some years. It is difficult to pick out from my day list of 107 plant
species in flower today any for special mention but on Hayling's North Common the Hedgerow
Cranesbill was probably the most colourful species of the day and the few white flowers still to be
seen on the Goats Rue there one of the least expected. Another pretty sight there was not of
flowers but of the seed heads on the Wood Small Reed. Meadow Sweet was freshly flowering in a
ditch within Northney churchyard and Great Periwinkle (garden escape) also had lovely fresh blue
flowers nearby. Pepper Saxifrage and Common Centaury were two more plants attracting my
attention.
INSECTS:

SUN 8 OCT
With winds from the southwest it seems that at least three Monarchs have made it across the Atlantic.
One was reported at Pennington Marsh on Oct 4, another at Slapton in Devon on Oct 5, and today
(Oct 8) Simon Woolley saw one at Bracklesham in Sussex. Perhaps more exciting to the butterfly
enthusiasts the Oct 4 Pennington report also claimed an American Painted Lady (a new species to
me and I have no idea of what differeniates it from our European species). Nick Bowles, the Butterfly
Conservation national Conservation Officer, has put out a request on the UK-leps egroup asking for
any confirmation of the American Painted Lady to add weight to the single report so far received and
if anyone who is not a member of that group wants to send a report to Nick they can ring him on
01442-382278 or email him at nickbowles@my-email4me.freeserve.co.uk (I'm not sure if the between my and email4me is part of the address or inserted as a linebreak when printing the British
Wildlife mag from which I picked up the address). Looking back to last year I heard of two Monarchs
at Beachy Head and one on the Isle of Wight, all on 26 Sep 99, and of another single at Church
Norton in Pagham Harbour on 27 Sep 99
The only butterflies coming to my attention today were just two Red Admirals seen at Emsworth by
Brian Fellows.
THU 5 OCT
Small Copper was a nice addition to my butterfly list for Old Idsworth Farm in this morning's sunshine,
though the fresh wind blew the tiny butterfly past me so rapidly that I was lucky to refind it among the

stubble to confirm its identity. No such problem with a couple of Clouded Yellows in the same field,
one pausing for refreshment at a Field Pansy, nor with the inevitable Red Admirals, but I did have to
similarly follow up a single Small Heath at the foot of Idsworth Down. Still not a single white butterfly
- they same to have vanished very suddenly with the start of October. In the Langstone South Moors
area Gary Wearn has also found that the butterflies that were around last week - Clouded Yellow,
Painted Lady and Speckled Wood - have disappeared at the start of October leaving just the Red
Admirals.
WED 4 OCT
Despite a relatively warm day I did not see a single White butterfly on North Hayling today. Two or three
each of Red Admiral and Speckled Wood and just one Comma made up my whole list
I know very little about the sex life of Hornets but do understand that it is only the mated queens which
survive the winter to start off a new colony next spring, presumably building a starter nest all by
themselves which will be enlarged with the help of workers when the first brood has hatched out.
The queen will presumably remain within the nest through the summer, directing and controlling the
workers, who are presumably not sexual. Towards the end of the summer Chinery tells me that a
final brood, reared in larger than usual cells, emerge as sexual insects, both males and females, and
when these are ready to do so they fly off and mate before the queens find places to hibernate and
re-start the cycle. Until today I had assumed that Hornets, like Ants and Swifts, mate in mid-air (and
maybe this is generally the case) but today a phone call from Sue Drewett told me that she had just
observed a pair apparently mating on the ground with a third, presumably male, Hornet trying to get
in on the act. So if there are Hornet experts out there please let us know the true story, and while you
are about it can you tell me if the queens are a different colour from the males - I have seen some
large hornets which I take to be queens that are a reddish-brown colour and other slightly smaller
ones that are a bright yellow like wasps.
TUE 3 OCT
A message today which I think comes from Devon rather than Hampshire tells of a Hummingbird
Hawkmoth regularly visiting an orange/yellow buddleia (B. globosa) each morning for the past week.
I have heard this Buddleia species is far better at attracting butterflies than the common mauve
species (B. davidii) but I am more interested in the part of the message saying that the moth comes
regularly each morning - my impression is that these insects are forever on the move but I would be
interested to know if they do eventually reach journey's end and settle down, or if the insects which
hatch here in the summer do not have the wonderlust of their migrant parents. (It is of course
possible that a different insect appears each morning ..), Frances Low, who sent this news, has
been in touch with Worldwide Butterflies at Yeovil and they told her that the moths lay eggs on
Goosegrass, and if this is common it raises the profile of this weed in my eyes but the only plant on
which I have seen one of these moths laying is Lady's Bedstraw (and my caterpillar book only gives
that, Hedge Bedstraw and Wild Madder - not much of that around - as foodplants). No doubt
Goosegrass is easier to obtain as food for commercial breeding of the insects.
MON 2 OCT
Following the two observations of Hummingbird Hawkmoths reported yesterday at Denmead and
Totton I hear tonight that Rosemary Webb had a third one in her garden on Hayling Island on
Saturday afternoon (Sep 30) feeding at Busy Lizzies. Rosemary also had a Large White, Painted
Lady and two Speckled Woods in the garden on Saturday, not to mention the numerous Red
Admirals. Andrew Howard had another Painted Lady at Petworth (from where he reports the
continuing dearth of Peacocks and Small Tortoiseshells). In Southampton Ian Watts had a Clouded
Yellow on Saturday
OTHER WILDLIFE:
THU 5 OCT
The grey/green slimy cap of Volvariella speciosa could, I suppose, suggest Death Cap but its pinkish
gills (being one of the few pink spored toadstools) immediately separate it from the Death Cap when
mature, though both start out with white gills. According to the books you should also be able to
separate them by their habitat with Volvariella in rich or tilled soil (I find them most commonly in
arable fields as I did today at Old Idsworth Farm), and the Death Cap in oak woods, but the two
examples of what I am pretty sure was Death Cap found yesterday at the Hayling Oysterbeds and
today on Idsworth Down were neither of them in the typical habitat described. The one at the

Oysterbeds was in the grassy section close to the Billy Line with no trees anywhere close by and the
one on Idsworth Down was similarly in chalk downland grass (both were on the fringes of bramble
bushes). With a species as deadly as this I think it wise to err on the side of caution and assume the
worst. Among other species seen today was the Goat Moth Waxcap which gained its name from
some intrepid but now unknown naturalist who must have included Goat Moth caterpillars in his diet
to be able to say that the fungus both smells and tastes like the caterpillar - all I know about the
fungus is that it is a small white waxcap which appears in troops on chalky soil and tempts you to
name it as the Ivory or Snowy Waxcap (which are different species)
WED 4 OCT
Yesterday I read Pete Durnell's Wildlife column in the October Hayling Islander which mentions how a
friend of his was in hospital for some time merely because he did not wash his hands after handling
a Death Cap toadstool, and today I exposed myself to the same fate after picking a Death Cap (in
order to check by the gills and volva that it was one) at the Hayling Oysterbeds though I did
remember to use my left hand only to eat all the blackberries I picked after this encounter, having
used my right to lift the toadstool. As it was growing right beside 'Steve Mountain's bypass' path
across the Stoke Common area I hope that my picking it and putting it further from the path I will
have saved someone else who does not know what it is from handling it more than I did... Among
the other toadstools encountered this morning were the very pretty Yellow Cowpat toadstool
(Bolbitius vitellinus), which when young has a small conical bright yellow cap set on a very white
stem, Three other species of fungi which I found were typically not easy to identify precisely. One of
these was a cluster of fairly large (perhaps 12cm cap) boletus species with a smooth khaki coloured
cap and bright yellow pores found near an oak tree which I think may have been Boletus
appendiculatus (if so, excellent to eat). A second was a cluster of medium sized (6cm across a bell
shaped off white cap) toadstool with thin red stems which looked more like Collybia erythropus than
anything else I can find but which was not in woodland but in grass on the Northney marshes (though
there were trees forming the hedgerow close by). The third puzzle was an all white, short stemmed,
medium capped (again some 6cm) species with a strong ring on the stem making it a Lepiota and
probably L. leucothites though very different from the tall, conical capped species I found recently by
the Texaco garage on Hayling. Nearer home the Giant Polypore in a Wade Court Road garden has
put out a new set of colourful ‘fronds’.
WEEK 39 SEP 25 – OCT 1
BIRDS:

SUN 1 OCT
This evening Brian Fellows watched 216 Little Egret fly into Tournerbury Woods in an hour from 6:60 to
7:30 pm and he thinks that others will have gone into the wood before, and possibly after, he was
there. I agree with him that this is likely to be where all the Egrets which have vanished from the
Thorney Deeps roost are likely to have gone but I am still convinced that many other Egrets are still
regularly going to Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour (Trevor Carpenter, who watched Horsea
from Portchester Castle for an hour last night and did not see any Egrets, would not have been able
to see the birds following the route which Chris Cockburn has seen them follow on several evenings,
going over the M275 and into the wood at the end furthest from, and out of sight of, Portchester
Castle). Tournerbury Woods has always been one of the most obvious places for the Egrets to go in
Chichester Harbour, having both an established Heronry and Rookery and being private and
undisturbed, but we all know that the Egrets never do the obvious thing. While Brian was watching
some 500 Corvids also entered the wood - that sounds like a lot more than the inhabitants of the
rookery.
......At 8:30 this morning Brian was at the east end of Thornham Lane watching two Ospreys fishing in
the east end of the Thorney Great Deeps where many people had good views of two or more last
year. By mid morning he was on Budds Mound watching the Langstone Harbour Osprey eating a
fish on a red-topped post in the harbour (at a guess one of those close to North Binness where the
channel from the Hermitage Stream gravel quay makes a right angled bend into Broad Lake and
then Langstone Channel). On the Budds Farm pools he found the Tufted Duck count up to 56 with

30 Teal, 12 Little Grebe and a female Shoveler plus the pair of Swans which have set up base here
again. Going on to the Oysterbeds Brian reckoned that there were at least 1000 Brent in the south
east quadrant of the harbour, and to round off his morning he was the first to see a large flock of
Golden Plover back on the Northney Saltings (between the marina and Langstone) which has been
one of their winter bases for the past few winters. (When I say he was the first to see them I have not
yet heard of any other claimants to the title, though when I was at Broadmarsh yesterday afternoon I
spotted a cloud of birds over Langstone Bridge which could well have been Golden Plover)
Titchfield Haven had a couple of rarities today - the pagers report both a Paddyfield Warbler (which was
caught and ringed) and a Cliff Swallow overhead with House Martins (the same one as at Portland?).
Gary Calderwood in Gosport had three Honey Buzzards overhead at midday today, following two
seen yesterday over Thorney Island by Barry Collins
Over in Hastings Cliff Dean notes the arrival in that area of Siskin and Skylark with one Woodlark (I
have no idea if that is likely to spend the winter there or was just moving through), and at Beachy
Head Roy Ticehurst had a special list of birthday birds - 13 Honey Buzzard, 2 Short Eared Owl, 8
Marsh Harrier, 1 Common Buzzard, 3 Osprey, 5 Kestrel, 4 Hobby, 2 Sparrowhawk and 1 Peregrine.
For Sussex as a whole Kris Gillam reckons today's Honey Buzzard total was approaching 159 with
62 at Beachy Head and 27 over the Selsey area (12 were circling together over the Sidlesham visitor
centre on Saturday), 28 at Brighton, etc With all these raptors (and I haven't mentioned 2 Merlin at
Hastings) the Buff Breasted Sandpiper which is still in the Selsey area gets a poor press but has
been present on both Sep 30 and Oct 1 close to where it was originally seen a week ago. The first
sighting was in a stubble field just east of the holiday village at Marsh Farm, Earnley, close to
Bracklesham and this weekend it is in a newly ploughed field at SZ 824956 just 100 metres from the
original location so I guess the bird has been chivvied round the field be a tractor during the week.
Merlin, Ruff and Jack Snipe are among other birds listed in this area in the past few days.
The only birds seen in any numbers in the Forestside area today were Rooks - the residents of the
churchyard rookery - and Swallows of which at least 50 were skimming low over the fields in search
of insects, Walking back to Forestside up the road through Stansted Forest I thought heavy rain had
just started when I heard a noise like shrapnel falling onto the beech leaves under the trees. After a
moment I realised it was in fact a heavy shower of beechmast, and I walked on to get a better view of
the tree, hoping to see a huge mass of newly arrived birds. No such luck - as I came into view of the
tree the birds saw me and flew - some 25 Woodpigeons.
SAT 30 SEP
A chance meeting with Chris Cockburn as he was bringing ashore the RSPB boat at Broadmarsh
slipway this afternoon gave me confirmation of news which seemed certain but unproven - namely
that Little Egrets do have a big night roost in the trees of Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour. Chris
managed to get permission from the Navy to visit the site last Tuesday evening (Sep 26) and found
at least 96 birds present - he guesses that there may be up to 150 here on some nights. As
suspected, the birds fly along Portscreek from Langstone Harbour, emerge into Tipner Lake and fly
half way down it before flipping over the M275 and straight down into the roost trees which are just
north of the motorway bridge over the mouth of Tipner Lake, on the west side of the motorway with
the huge Paulsgrove rubbish tip to the north of them.
Ros Norton saw 42 Egrets in the Wade Court 'yew tree' day roost today, and there were almost
certainly another ten or twenty hidden in or behind the trees. Earlier in the week, I think on Thursday
Sep 28, she saw an Osprey in the west end of the Thorney Great Deeps and I hear that Barry Collins
still has two somewhere around the island.
Today the Langstone Harbour Osprey was still present, and Chris Cockburn saw it eating a fish on one
of the channel marker posts of Broad Lake (the western fork of the Langstone Channel at its north
end). That was in the morning and in the afternoon George Clay had a distant view of a Honey
Buzzard over the Langstone South Moors (from the Farlington Marshes Chalkdock gate). I saw
neither raptor but did find 63 Great Crested Grebe in the Chalkdock corner with the tide high.
The SOS website today reports a single female Ring Necked Parakeet feeding on yew berries in the
centre of Publborough village today. I do hope these are expanding from their London and Home
Counties base to return to Hampshire - in the mid-1970s it was a delight to have a couple of them on
our bird table in Havant throughout one winter. Birds which have arrived back in Hampshire are
Pintail - Moira Doherty reports an unspecified number of them on the Farlington lake this evening

(first ones I have heard of).
Steve Mansfield watched one of today's Honey Buzzards flying south over Alresford Pond, and also
saw a Hobby take one of many House Martins. Interestingly Steve says that House Martins
(probably 1000 or more based on a count of 758 which he made) far outnumbered the passing
Swallows. (I see that Stephen Harwood also noted House Martins at Catherington Down today)
Steve also reports more than 50 Gadwall on Alresford Pond (presumably new arrivals, heralding
others which we can look out for at places such as Aldsworth Pond) with 1 Ruddy Duck and 1
Wigeon.
FRI 29 SEP
Jason Crook could not spot the Red Breasted Goose in Langstone Harbour today but shares the view
that it was most likely a newly arrived migrant. Among the birds that he did see in a walk via
Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes were 3 Honey Buzzards which did not stay around and a juvenile
Osprey which did (and is probably the one he saw in the harbour on Tuesday and which may stay on
for some time - worth a scan from Budds Mound). Jason's list continues with juvenile male
Garganey (no location given - Farlington Lake or Deeps?), a Merlin over the islands, and 2 Dartford
Warblers (Farlington Point Field?). The Blackwits totalled 650 and there were 2 Curlew Sandpiper, 3
Ruff and 5 Spotshank. 4 Whinchat, 8 Wheatear and 20 Sand Martin were on the move and at least
5 Stonechat were present, possibly settling in for the winter here.
Today's Hampshire pager news includes a report of 37 Siskin heading south over Fleet Pond, and at
Titchfield Haven an Osprey, a Little Gull and two Hobbies
On the SOS website Kris Gillam today claims a total of 115 Honey Buzzard in Sussex today, and a total
of at least 230 in the county to date. What puzzles me about this vast passage is that it is almost a
week since similar numbers were passing over Essex, and they were thought to have been pushed
north by freak winds over the North Sea. If those birds had flown on south they would presumably
have been over the south coast last Sunday or Monday at the latest... So where did the Essex birds
get to? and where did our current wave of birds over Hampshire and Sussex come from? Did last
week's birds go off to some secret rest and recuperation centre in the Midlands? Or are the birds we
are now seeing a second or third wave which have also been diverted up the North Sea and down
the east coast? The speculation could go on for a long time and I hope some facts on the episode as
a whole will soon emerge. Another Sussex sighting today was of 2 Ravens soaring over Hollingbury
Camp at Brighton (and I see there is less recent news of a Peregrine on Chichester Cathedral on
Sep 23 - maybe Peregrines are there every day but not always noticed?)
Andy Parfitt was at Sandy Point this afternoon and saw two Honey Buzzards to the north of the reserve,
both heading west. Whether one of these changed direction, or whether there was a third bird, is not
known but soon after the first two had been seen a Honey Buzzard flew low over the reserve with
Crows on its tail - this also went west, being sensibly and not wanting to try crossing the channel at
low level into a strong southerly wind. 5 more Honey Buzzards were in our area yesterday, so Tim
Lawman tells me, and they were to the west of Portsdown where a single Red Kite was once more in
the South Boarhunt area for around 45 minutes.
While on the subject of yesterday's birds I see that the pagers reported a Lapland Bunting by the
causeway footpath which separates the River Hamble from the flooded Bunny Meadows area. It is
reported to have flown west. Another pager message reports an Osprey sitting on a post at the
mouth of the Lymington river.
This morning Brian Fellows found a Spotted Flycatcher making sallies over Brook Meadow in
Emsworth and was pleased not only with the bird but also with a good addition to the species list
being kept by the new conservation group for this site. After lunch he walked in the Hollybank
Woods north of Emsworth and found Marsh Tit back on the scene (I haven't heard one for some
time, presumably during moult, and I also heard one again today). He also picked up a 33cm long
Buzzard flight feather which should make a good 'feather in his cap'
Perhaps the most significant bird observation I made this morning was of my first autumn Chaffinch
flock flying up from beech mast which had been crushed by passing traffic on a country lane. It has
been obvious through the summer that we will have a bumper crop of beechmast this autumn and I
hope it brings us Bramblings as well as Chaffinch, but it may of course have the opposite effect - with
so much food available to them all across the country the winter visitors may not even reach us.

Hopefully we will very soon be hearing Redwing calling from the night sky - moving at night they
presumably fail to see the autumn fruits in the hedgerows below them and fly on until they see the
English Channel glinting below, but even they seem to 'bounce back' from the coast so that we do
not see them until much later in the year. Other birds which I saw today in a walk around the
Walderton and Watergate area included a line of some 30 Red Legged Partridge moving along the
edge of a patch of Sweetcorn planted for their benefit, and shortly afterwards, despite a fresh wind, I
saw two Buzzard circling above the woods north of Watergate (where there is an unusual flock of
birds - 300 or more white geese (Roman?) trying not to think about Christmas)
THU 28 SEP
Brian Fellows walked the Prinsted/Nutbourne shore and field circuit today at high tide and counted 266
Wigeon on the water of Nutbourne Bay with 10 Swans and little else. A single Wheatear was on the
seawall and 32 Teal in the meadow through which the Ham Brook flows into the bay. This part of
Chichester Harbour is where I usually come on my first Pintail and/or resturning Shelduck of the
winter but neither were there today and no Brent were to be seen here.
Steve Keen this morning saw four Woodlark flying low west over Barton-on-sea (halfway along the
shore from Lymington to Christchurch) which probably indicates that others are leaving their
breeding grounds for winter quarters - I wonder if any will turn up on John Shillitoe's patch at
Hundred Acres near Wickham?
Another flock of migrants which I would dearly have loved to see was of 60 Yellow Wagtail all in one
field which had both cows and sheep to attract them. This was at Telscombe, just behind
Peacehaven on the Sussex coast and a mile or so west of the River Ouse upstream from Newhaven.
Near Beachy Head today another bird which seems to have become a rarity this year was seen - a
Lesser Whitethroat - and the SOS website also reports a flock of 40 Song Thrush making me wonder
if these were continental birds arriving already.
WED 27 SEP
Two more Honey Buzzards were logged over Hampshire today, one at Fleet and one at Calshot, and
yesterday Cliff Dean saw at least 4 going over the Hastings area, and I have the impression that
these birds are now feeling the strain of several days without food, causing them to make desperate
efforts to get south and see the sun again. I guess that their usual mode of migration is to spiral up
on thermals and drift with the prevailing winds, but this year they clearly had to struggle hard to stop
drifting even further north over the North Sea and are now having to fly against southerly winds,
keeping low to minimise the effort of battling against headwinds. One which Steve Keen saw at
Keyhaven on Tuesday gave him magnificent views as it passed within 50 yards of him but that was
good news for the birder, bad news for the bird. In answer to my question as to what these birds feed
on Tim Lawman tells me that he has read that they are not averse to small amphibians so maybe
some have been snapping up the few Frogs left in this country, but I tend to share the majority view
that when they set their minds on migration they forget about feeding and just concentrate on getting
to their destination - I hope this single-mindedness does not result in too many deaths..
Roy Munday watched a Red Kite being harried by Crows for around 5 mins over the northwest side of
Portsdown soon after 9am, giving further support to the view that one or two are using the Boarhunt
area as a base. Last Saturday Lee Marshall watched one these birds flying in that area for about an
hour, and later saw it perched by the roadside just south west of Boarhunt village. He does not
mention any wing tags on the perched bird, and as Tim Lawman reminds me that the birds originally
introduced into the Oxfordshire area were tagged the absence of tag could mean that these birds are
the offspring of the original introduction, and the more likley to be moving out of their parents area
and looking for a home of their own. Tim expresses the opinion that the fairly numerous sightings of
Kites in our area over the past couple of years could all be of the same two birds, but I would reserve
judgement on that - with so many birds now in southern England, and with the return trip from Oxford
to Portsmouth being no more than and afternoon outing for these birds I would prefer to think that a
number of them have made forays into Hampshire and that we may have several pairs setting up
home here in the next year or so.
The hot item of local news for Havant birders is that the Red Breasted Goose has left Lepe and flown
(no doubt in the company of the friends it made in Siberia) to Langstone Harbour, being first seen
there by Jason Crook at midday on Tuesday (Sep 26). On that day Jason watched a juvenile
Osprey fishing in the harbour throughout the day, with the high spot of the morning being 2 Ravens

flying northwest and at dusk the sight of 72 Egrets heading west. On the marshes there were 30
Yellow Wagtail, 10 Whinchat, 4 Wheatear and 3 Stonechat, and a lone Merganser (seen out in the
harbour with Brent) must I think be the one that has spent the summer here.
Despite my impression, looking once or twice from the west Hayling shore, that the number of Brent in
Langstone Harbour, has not yet much exceeded 500 birds I now hear that there was a large arrival
on Saturday night resulting in a count by Bob Chapman of 1125 birds in the harbour on Sunday
morning (Sep 24). Whether they have remained or not (many of the geese seen at this time are just
pausing on passage) is immaterial as I'm sure there will be over a thousand by the time anyone gets
there to see for themselves (if you're walking round Langstone Harbour with its Friends on Saturday
you will have a good chance to assess the full score)
Everyone will have seen streams of Swallows on the move in the past few days. When seen inland, as
with those watched by David Thelwell heading down the Test valley, they are usually going south,
but when they reach the coast they rarely continue straight out to sea. Most of them turn east,
possibly because they have some secret knowledge that the channel crossing is shortest from
Dover, or possibly just by chance. At Cuckmere Haven, just west of Beachy Head, Neal Ward
watched them heading east in their thousands on Monday (Sep 25), but on Tuesday, at Milton
Common on the shore of Langstone Harbour, Brian Fellows found them heading south (but maybe
they changed their minds when out over the water). Some birds seem to prefer to migrate at night
but the Swallows congregate in thousands in coastal reedbeds. I think the Sand Martins often join
the Swallows for the night but I do not think the House Martins do so - certainly I have never seen
them at these reed-bed roosts and I have (only once) found a large flock of migrant House Martins at
dawn clinging to the vertical face of a brick building from which they gradually took flight as the sun
reached them.
...... Hobbies traditionally prey on hirundines as well as dragonflies but at this time of year, when they
are spoilt for choice of Swallows and Martins, and when dragonflies are becoming few, they seem to
feed on smaller airborne insects. Two or three of tonight's messages mention sightings of family
groups of Hobbies hawking for insects high in the air despite many Swallows passing nearby, and
Colin Law (who seems to be taking a caravan holiday in the Petworth area) describes the fascinating
sight of one Hobby circling fairly low with a huge column of Swallows spiralling above it (like those
'smoke like' spirals of midges we see on summer evenings) until the topmost birds were mere blobs
even through binoculars.
The only bird interest in this morning's fungus foray into Havant Thicket came at the end when scanning
the fields of the Gipsies Plain south of the woods. As well as the expected troop of 'young persons'
criss-crossing the south west meadow in search of the 'Magic Mushrooms' which they expect to find
there at this time of year I saw a group of cattle huddled together and lying on the grass to keep a dry
patch under them when the impending rain arrived. Around these distant cattle three or four birds
flitted around and by their shape and flight I guessed they were Yellow Wagtails, and this was more
or less confirmed when a bird flew over me calling out to show that it was a Yellow Wagtail.
TUE 26 SEP
The tide was high as I cycled to Hayling today, bringing at least 30 Egrets to decorate the Wade Court
yew and trees around it at Langstone - I suspect that had a sudden noise disturbed them up to 50
would have appeared in the air, but I can only record what I saw. Around 80 Teal were in the wet
meadow below these trees but the harbour water had no birds at all in the stiff breeze. Out on the
water of Langstone Harbour there were birds, at least 520 Brent and 26 Great Crested Grebe, and
there were around 100 Grey Plover on the old bund walls of the Oysterbeds with 80 Lapwing in the
West Lane fields.
Today Brian Fellows found the group of Barnacle Geese, with their accompanying Snow Goose and
hybrid Bar-Head, back at Baffins Pond after a week's holiday at Titchfield Haven - I can't imagine
why they prefer Baffins (don't they get free handouts of grain there instead of the dry bread thrown to
them at Baffins?) so I am forced to think they must have found the snoring (or gentle booming) of the
Bittern there kept them awake. On second thoughts they may have heard that Portsmouth has just
won a prize in the Britain in Bloom competition, and have heard a rumour that Seamus Meyer was
celebrating his success by laying on free grog with the birds civic food supply. On a more serious
note Brian Fellows found the Swan flock at the Southsea Canoe Lake was up to 52.
Stone Curlew are not often seen at the coast on their autumn passage but I see from the SOS website

that there was one in the Hastings area last Saturday, along with a Black Kite and two Short Eared
Owls. Elsewhere in the SOS news are reports of seven Marsh Harriers.
MON 25 SEP
Tim Lawman had a good week-end of raptor watching in the Portsdown area starting with 2 Red Kites
to the north west of Portsdown (towards Wickham) on Saturday and then again on Sunday (Sep
23/24) which, taken with John Shillitoe's sighting of one over Boarhunt (see Sep 15), makes it sound
as if we have resident rather than transient birds in the area. Still in the Fort Nelson area of
Portsdown on Saturday Tim saw 2 Honey Buzzards, one of which flew down into the Creech Woods
(south of Denmead) at dusk. On Sunday Tim watched the Osprey that spent the morning fishing off
Broadmarsh and late in the afternoon he had Marsh Harrier, Peregrine and Hobby all seen from
Portsdown plus the Thorney Island Short Eared Owl which arrived there on the Saturday.
Today the procession of Honey Buzzards continued with 2 more heading south west over Fleet Pond at
10:30 this morning, raising the question in my mind of where they are finding food to keep them
going (or perhaps they fast for a week or so on their autumn journey?). This thought first occurred to
me when I read of some of those which were blown across the North Sea looking weary as they
arrived on the north east coast, but soon reviving after a rest. At a guess they would then have been
travelling for two or even three days from the Russian steppes and should be in need of food, but
what has Northumbria got to offer them? I have heard no reports of irate beekeepers finding their
hives overturned and can't imagine that there are sufficient wild bees (or even wasps) nests to feed
a couple of hundred Buzzards (and surely the birds have to sit and watch for some time before they
detect the nests?)
The Red Breasted Goose which arrived at Lepe with 200 Brent yesterday and was seen by David
Taylor to have no rings, to be extemely wary, and to stick with the flock of Brent as they moved along
the shore sounded to me to be almost certainly a genuine migrant which had joined the wrong coach
when leaving Siberia after the mating game. Not so, cry the experts living far from Hampshire who
know that there is a free flying flock of at least three Red Breasted Geese in the Beaulieu area. How
do they know? Well it was all the news three years ago and its on record so can't be disproved. It
seems strange to me that the horde of local birders who watch this area haven't seen them. Perhaps
they have turned into Little Stint through lack of the liberal food they used to receive in their wildfowl
park - Dave Unsworth certainly saw one of those nearby today.
Alistair Martin has seen a flock of up to 100 Lapwing on the Hayling fields between West Lane and the
Coastal Path over the weekend and I assume these mark the arrival of the winter flocks (as opposed
to those which come here in July immediately after the breeding season). This could be a sign that
we should be looking out for the first large flocks of Golden Plover as well.
PLANTS:
SUN 1 OCT
Bugle is normally a very erect plant so I was puzzled by what was clearly a form of Ajuga seen in
Stansted Forest today which was to say the least decumbent, just raising a flower head with half a
dozen lovely flowers (slight paler blue than normal) from the ground among a lot of large shiny
leaves. I guess this is the relic of a thrown out garden species, the more likely because it was in an
area where rubble has been dumped to make the track firmer for vehicles, and I have seen other
plants of seemingly garden origin thereabouts. A few Yellow Pimpernel were flowering and one
plant of Wavy Bittercress had flowers while outside the woods I saw both Spear and Welted Thistle
still in flower.
SAT 30 SEP
The roadside crop of Cockspur Grass (Echinochloa colona var mutica) by Harts Farm Way opposite the
entrance to the small shore carpark is currently flourishing after its summer mowing set back its
growth. One plant of Yellow wort was covered in flowers by the shore, and there were a few flowers
on Lucerne near the slipway but most other plants, like the Golden Samphire, were on the way out.
In Havant Thicket this morning the Havant Wildlife Group enjoyed the Goldenrod, Devils Bit
Scabious and Dwarf Gorse which I had seen on Wednesday but Gwynne Johnson also remarked
on the good showing of Hieracium species – if anyonecan can up with a proper identity for the
Hawkweeds that are flowering in good numbers throughout the Thicket I would love to know it.
FRI 29 SEP
Two more milestones in the annual cycle of plant life were passed today. The first was the start of

re-flowering by Cow Parsley (I saw two fully developed plants in different places), and the second
was the first flowers just opening on Butcher's Broom - something that I usually don't notice until
much later in the year, but probably because I don't look for the flowers earlier.
WED 27 SEP
Most plants found flowering at this time of the year are doing so by mistake, thinking that next spring
has already arrived - as was the case with a single Foxglove I found today in Havant Thicket bearing
a full spike of lovely flowers. Others, like the three minute pink flowers of Lesser Skullcap that were
still to be seen on the streamside stronghold of this plant in the Thicket, are those emulating
President Milosevic (however he spells his name) and refusing to give up whatever happens, but
there are a few plants still enjoying the prime of life (or like the Ivy just starting their season) and
among those are both Devils Bit Scabious and Dwarf Gorse, both of which added colour to my walk
in Havant Thicket today.
Pete Durnell today adds to my knowledge of Sea Heath (see Sep 23) the facts that he has seen this
plant at the Tournerbury site (but that was four years ago and he can only hope that it is still
surviving) and that this site was the first place that the plant was ever recorded in the UK (back in
1621 when Pete was but a lad)
TUE 26 SEP
Last Sunday Gwynne Johnson told me that Ambrosia artemisiifolia was growing in her Meon valley
garden and I, never having heard this name (and thinking at the time we were talking about a
species of grass) asked if she had thrown out the remains of a tinned rice pudding to give birth to this
plant. I have at last got round to checking what this plant may be and find it is in fact a Daisy (in the
widest sense - its description in Stace's Flora comes among the ninth and last tribe into which he
divides the great family of composite flowers which we call daisies). Among its near relations are
Sunflowers and Marigolds but, although our plant has the 'English' name of Ragweed, it is not
closely related to Ragwort (also in this ninth tribe I see there is a Sneezeweed that is not to be
confused with Sneezewort). When full grown the plant in Gwynne's garden could stand a metre tall
and have long plumes of tiny flower-heads (each less than 5mm across with male flowerheads
above and female ones nestling below among bracts) but should you find one in flower beware that
it is said to be the most noxious hayfever plant in the world. Stace does have an illustration of the
leaves which seem to be a cross between those of ragwort and those of hogweed - very pinnate,
forming a pattern rather like ice crystals on a window pane. One other nugget of information gleaned
in checking out this plant is that one of its close relatives has the exotic name of Guizotia abyssinica,
or in English plain Niger. This occasional arrives here in bird-seed, but in warm countries it is grown
as an oilseed crop and must be the source of the Niger Seed which Colin Law found to be so
attractive to Goldfinch when he set up his home made device for automatically re-filling (from a bird
seed holder) the bristly seed heads of Teazels with this Niger Seed as I described in bird notes for
Aug 20.
INSECTS:

SUN 1 OCT
Last night (Sep 30) a Hummingbird Hawkmoth was seen feeding on Fuschias in his Denmead garden
by Dr Richard Hallett (the last one he saw there was twenty years ago!) and at 7:30am this morning
Tony and Mrs Weller of Totton had one very actively feeding in their garden from pelargoniums,
michaelmas daisies and clematis. It seems unlikely that these were the only two in Hampshire this
weekend.
The monthly bulletins put out on the internet by Dr Barry Yates, warden of Rye Harbour Nature
Reserve, are always good value for both interest and information and his summary for September
includes a mention of a House Fly, Mesembrina meridiana, which has apparently been named 'Fly of
the Week' by Patrick Roper. Bluebottles and the like do not normally grab my attention but I will now
be on the lookout for this star among the many insects crowding round the ivy blossom - look for a
large black bodied fly with wings whose bases are tinged with yellow (illustrated on page 215 of
Chinery's Insect guide). The females of this species lay eggs in cow and horse dung, and the larvae
which emerge can eat up to 40 other House fly type larvae in their enthusiasm to grow big and
strong.
The only butterflies I saw today were Small White, Red Admiral and Speckled Wood - the latter usually

survives well into October.
In response to my plea for news of a good book for identifying caterpillars Rob Edmunds has sent me
the following message. >> The most complete guide to caterpillars is 'The colour identification guide
to caterpillars of the British Isles' by Jim Porter, published by Viking - published 1997. It is the
companion guide to Skinners Moths of the British Isles. It is expensive at about £40, but can be
obtained at a discount from Atropos (www.atroposuk.co.uk). Should possibly be in the hampshire
library system. <<
SAT 30 SEP
Red Admirals were out in force today - typically I saw seven together on one bank of flowering ivy. Two
Clouded Yellow and one Painted Lady were by the shore at Broadmarsh, and best of all was a fesh
male Brimstone flying through our garden where a Common Darter still regularly rests on the garden
bench.
FRI 29 SEP
Almost the first thing that I saw when I arrived at Walderton road junction carpark to start my walk this
morning was a lone large plant of Fool's Parsley which from a distance looked as if it might be
Hemlock so I went to check it out and was rewarded with the sight of a very pretty caterpillar near the
top of the plant. It was nearly 4cm long and a pale green colour offset by two dark olive green wedge
shaped marks on the top of each of the last two segments of the body (and one pair of similar marks
near the head). The body look flattened, and divided into segments rather like those of a Rove
Beetle (which allow the Devils Coach-horse to rear its tail like a scorpion). I only glanced at the
underside which seemed to have four or possibly five pairs of prolegs (there was definitely a gap
between the last of them and the claspers at the rear) so when I returned from my walk and found the
caterpillar still on the same plant I went to check that it was not a Sawfly or other non-lepidoptera
species - but it was just my luck that when I held the leaf on which it was located the caterpillar
responded by falling off into a thick undergrowth of nettles, never to be seen again. I know that the
colour of caterpillars can vary greatly from individual to individual, and I can find nothing in my
caterpillar book which is the pale green of this one, but the wedge shaped marks on the back are
similar to those on a Lesser Yellow Underwing (though it should not be so nearly full grown as this
one yet). If anyone knows a better guide to identifying caterpillars than my Collins Field Guide by
Carter and Hargreaves I would like to know of it.
WED 27 SEP
Fresh looking Red Admirals are still to be seen whenever the sun warms the air for a few minutes and
I saw one (and I think a Large White) in my garden today. Yesterday I must have seen half a dozen
Red Admirals, four Small Whites and a very tattly Painted Lady on my cycle tour of Hayling. Mike
Harris has recently had Migrant Hawkers, Common Darters, Commas and Red Admirals in his
garden at Cosham. One other butterfly that we can still expect to see for some time is the Speckled
Wood, but I was quite surprised to see from the national newsletter of Butterfly Conservation which
arrived this morning that Speckled Wood is a rarity in Yorkshire and looking at the distribution map in
my butterfly book I see that this species, although found in the great glen of Scotland, misses out on
north and east England and southern Scotland
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 1 OCT
A circular walk in Stansted Forest, starting from the Forestside hut and taking in both sides of the road,
gave me yet more fungi to start what looks like a primising season. The pony fields opposite the
Warren Down stables had a good show of what looked like field mushrooms growing from bright
green 'fairy rings' of grass standing out from the rest of the hard grased meadow, and in the conifer
plantation just before the cottage at the end of the track some large,white capped and pink gilled
mushrooms were I think Yellow Stainers. In the conifer sections of the forest there was a
tremendous display of Sulphur Tuft everywhere I looked, and among them were quite a few False
Chanterelles. In broadleaved sections many Lycoperdon pyriforme puffballs grew from wood rotting
in the ground. One white toadstool which reminded me of The Miller was I think Clitocybe
phyllophila, and a elegant larger one was a Grisette with an obvious Volva and cap which showed
the 'teeth' of its gills all round the edge. To end my walk I used the road, and on the eastern verge at
around SU 756117 were the buds of two excellent Magpie fungi (driving back past this point I noticed

a couple of other tall fungi on the west side but could not identify them). Finally, a dead oak just in the
wood on the west side of the road a little north of the Magpies had had a good crop of Oyster
Mushrooms, but they were drooping and flaccid when I saw them.
SAT 30 SEP
I see that Rosemary Webb, our Hayling orchid expert, has had a busy week both standing in for Brian
Kidd (Portsmouth's gardening guru) when he was unable to give a talk to the Hayling Horticultural
Society, and then turning out to help the Havant Wildlife Group find fungi in Havant Thicket today.
Some 36 species of fungi were found in this morning's foray with pride of place going to the highly
edible Chantarelle and the equally digestible but less colourful Cep (or Penny Bun). Near the
northern pond in the carpark section of woodland the Earth Fan which I found last year has
re-appeared as have two much commoner but interestingly shaped forms of Stagshorn fungus - the
very common black and white one that is also called Candlesnuff and the bright yellow Calocera
viscosa. Plums and Custard, and Saffron Milkcap, were two of the 'prettier' fungi found and the
Tawny Grisette was one of the more elegant ones with a wilting Stinkhorn at the other end of the
beauty scale. Several species of Mycena went on the list (including M. haemotopa which exudes
drops of blood if you break its legs), as did several Russula. Clouded Agaric and the Blusher were
among the large fungi found with the tiny Horsehair fungus the smallest, with clusters of Weeping
Widow and Glistening Inkcap in mid range for size. No Fly Agaric were seen but they can be found
in the Thicket now - both I and Jim Berry have seen them this week,
FRI 29 SEP
I did not spend much time in woodland on this morning's walk, but returning to Walderton down
Woodlands Lane I saw my first, very elegant, Parasol Mushroom. Beside the same lane I also found
a troop of what may have been Wood Mushrooms with gills the colour of Field Mushrooms but with
much taller and thinner stems and very thin flesh allowing the brown of the gills to show through the
white cap (they may have been Psathyrella candolleana). The end of a big oak log was profusely
covered with small dark brackets which I think revealed their identity as Hairy Stereum by the bright
yellow of the underside forming a gold edging to the brown upper surface, and by Beech trees I saw
a lone Rooting Shank. The best fungal find of the day in my opinion was made by Brian Fellows in
the Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth - this was the soon to be common but nonetheless beautiful
Amethyst Deceiver. He also found the first 'Fairy Troop' of Mycena inclinata on a rotting log and
more Common Earth-balls (always check these out to see it they are acting as unwilling host to the
Boletus parasiticus which manages to survive in this world only using Earthballs as its host - a good
million of its spores must go astray for every one that hits the target).
THU 28 SEP
Some time after today's very high tide Brian Fellows was at Broadmarsh slipway to find a Common
Seal hauled out on the mud right opposite the slipway - this is the first I have heard of in Langstone
harbour this autumn and I hope it is not the one we have had before which likes to feed on ducks
(Merganser and Goldeneye being its favourite prey). When I say it was hauled out I may give the
wrong impression - Brian says the tide was ebbing fast and the seal may have accidentally grounded
on the mud, though it remained in the area for at least 30 minutes. Later Brian went on to Budds
Mound and found fresh and intact Giant Puffball for his supper (recently I found the remnants of
others there that had been used as footballs)
WED 27 SEP
A walk in the roadside section of Havant Thicket which retains a natural feel of broad leaved woodland
today discovered the first of two Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria) along with a good selection of other
toadstools. Common Earthballs could be found in the carpark area where one stump was covered
with fresh Brickcaps and another with rather ancient Sulphur Tuft - these two can be confused but
the Brickcaps have more tinges of redbrick colour on their caps and none of that verdigris green on
the underside which immediately identifies Sulphur Tuft. Amanita citrina (False Deathcap) was fairly
common as were yellow capped Russula but I only found one Brown Birch Bolete (Leccininum
scabrum) and just a few of the very ornamental Oak Milkcap (or a similar species - there are three or
four species with similar greyish pink caps having a concentric pattern of circles on them). A couple
of troops of the largish Spotted Toughshanks gave no problem of identification, nor did my first find
of Dog Stinkhorn (just four past their best and broken off but still showing pink tips), and I was not
deceived by the rich brown caps of the Deceiver. There were of course other smaller fungi that I

could not put a name to and I certainly came across at least twenty species to show the fungus
season is under way.
At Westbourne in the Ems valley today Brian Fellows found one or more Giant Puffballs which must
have been in a healthy state as he brought one home for dinner. This reminded me the last Friday I
saw the remains of one in a roadside field just south of Idsworth Chapel - there was a good show of
them in that field last autumn, but this year the field has cattle in it and I think they had trampled the
only one I could see.
TUE 26 SEP
When I leave the southern end of Langstone Bridge and cycle down the old section of road opposite the
Texaco garage at this time of year I always glance at the old conifer stumps which regularly produce
the unusual bracket fungus called Phaeolus schweinitzii. They have not yet appeared but today I
was rewarded with some fresh specimens of a pure white toadstool having a large bell shaped cap
on a tall thinnish stem with a very prominent ring. I think these are the uncommon Lepiota
leucothites and they are a pretty sight in the fresh green grass. Another cluster of white caps
nestling in the grass there were puffballs - I think Lycoperdon perlatum.
BIRDS:

WEEK 38 SEP 18 - 24

SUN 24 SEP
Scanning Langstone Harbour at low tide from the Hayling Saltmarsh Lane shore I picked out 357 Brent,
and while there will have been a few more hidden from me on the far side of mudbanks I feel
confident that there were no more than 500 Brent in the harbour so far. Oystercatcher probably
outnumbered Brent but there were few other waders - I saw half a dozen Curlew, one Redshank and
probably one or two Grey Plover. Over on the Sword Sands near Great Salterns Quay I reckon there
were 70 Great Blackback gulls but few of other species and 8 or 10 Egrets made up the species on
the ground with 5 Great Crested Grebe and half a dozen Cormorant on the water or on posts, plus
two or three Sandwich Tern fishing at the Oysterbeds.
Brian Fellows saw around 250 Brent as he walked round Thorney Island yesterday and Kevin Stouse
saw at least another 100 in Nutbourne Bay today. Over in Portsmouth Harbour Trevor Carpenter
saw 90 of them by the Portchester shore on Saturday, and I suspect there will have been more
further south in that Harbour. Another 200 were seen along the west solent shore today (between
Lepe and the Beaulieu River) by David Taylor, and amongst these was what seems to be a genuine
migrant adult Red Breasted Goose, having no rings and behaving warily as one of the flock of Brent.
The Honey Buzzard saga continues and its significance is summed up by the Essex County Bird
Recorder who believes that more than 70 individual birds have flown over his county, 42 of them
being seen at just one site (Abberton Reservoir) during Friday and Saturday - those 42 exceeded the
total of 40 Honey Buzzards recorded in Essex in the previous 50 years (or to put it the other way
round they have had 100 years worth of Honey Buzzards in just two days. He also gives a strong
clue to the cause of this unprecedented passage, having learnt that a hot air balloon taking part in a
race within Germany was caught up by the same wind that must have displaced the birds and the
balloon eventually came down near Dundee in Scotland. Nearer home I see that Barry Collins had
one Honey Buzzard over Thorney Island on Saturday, and another was reported on the pagers to
have passed over Budds Farm and Langstone Harbour on Saturday.
Colin Allen was at Dibden Bay today and found the Brent Geese (just 8 of them) have already found
their way up Southampton Water but the news which I am most interested in is that the Emperor
Goose which he first saw in Southampton Water on July 22 is still there on the beach south of the
Shore Road Sea Scout hut at Hythe. Among other birds seen by Colin at Dibden Bay were a Dartford
Warbler, 3 Stonechat and 4 Wheatear.
SOS news today includes the continuing presence of the Buff Breasted Sandpiper at Bracklesham and
of at least one Honey Buzzard heading south from Middleton on Sea (just east of Bognor) in the
morning before three more passed over Beachy Head. Also seen at Beachy were 2 Marsh Harrier,
a Merlin, Ring Ouzel, Black Redstart and 2 Grasshopper Warblers.
Brian Fellows has given me a glowing account of a walk round Thorney Island in Saturday's sunshine
and Kevin Stouse a rather damp story of rain for his party walking round the Cobnor Penninsula (the
other side of the Thorney Channel in Chichester Harbour) today. Luckily the rain held off for most of

Kevin's walk, allowing them to enjoy 200 Wigeon and 100+ Brent in Nutbourne Bay at the start (there
was also one adult Shelduck in the bay but I think it is too early for this to be a returning bird - last
year the first were not back until around Oct 5 with no substantial numbers until Oct 22). Along the
Cobnor shore they passed 5 Whinchat and 6 Wheatear but their best birds were 4 Corn Buntings (no
doubt bringing tears of nostalgia to the eyes of some). An unidentified raptor was seen distantly high
against the sky and opinions varied from Honey Buzzard and Harrier to Kevin's more prosaic
Sparrowhawk based on its shape and mode of flight (flap and glide). Many House Martins and
Swallows were in the air before the rain started but then the only cheer came from the sight of three
Grey Partridge.
... Brian Fellows was with the Havant Wildlife Group and it seems he had persuaded Barry Collins to
lead them, much to their benefit. Right at the start they were in luck with 6 Redpoll flying over as they
listened to a Cetti's Warbler and watched 3 Stonechat. At the Little Deeps they not only saw a few
Bearded Tits but also a female Scaup (the genuine round headed, tuftless sort, not just a facepaint
job) which had only just arrived. Near the Great Deeps they watched two Common Sandpiper
(possibly settling in for the winter here) and over the seawall saw a single Whimbrel which may also
be staying, and a single Golden Plover was certainly thinking of staying around (Barry Collins has
seen a few around recently so this is not the first). Down the west side of the island a single Short
Eared Owl was the best bird of the day for most of the party, though when they reached Pilsey and
a Honey Buzzard flew over Barry preferred that more distant sight of a bird he has never seen over
Thorney Island before to the closer sighting of one that is a daily sight for much of each winter. Other
distantly seen raptors were a Peregrine and a probable Marsh Harrier. Other birds worth a mention
were the established flock of 10 Eider on the sea off Pilsey, a flock of 150 Linnet over the airfield, a
total of 24 Wheatear, single Common Whitethroat and Blackcap, and a couple of Yellow Wagtail.
SAT 23 SEP
Last Wednesday (Sep 20) Russell Wynn passed on news of a wave of Honey Buzzards cruising south
down the east coast of England - by teatime on that day 83 different birds were thought to have been
seen and a total of up to 100 was expected by the end of the day. None of these were recorded in
Hampshire. Today it seems that a second wave of these birds has passed over England (from
Scandinavia?), this time bringing at least four into Hampshire (four seen over Fleet Pond), around 20
over Sussex, and a grand total of 240 sightings (many of which will be duplicates of the same bird at
different places).
A Buff Breasted Sandpiper was the star of the Pagham area today but gave birders a hard time by
choosing to put down in a remote stubble field 5 km west of Pagham Harbour and about the same
distance from Selsey Bill. The actual spot was SZ 824955, about 300 yards north of the seawall and
close to the east side of the holiday village at the east end of the Bracklesham seafront. Ian
Calderwood was among those who saw it and reports that it was 'elusive' (nevertheless if its
watchers looked skywards they should also have seen up to seven Honey Buzzard). Other birds
which they might have seen included a Tawny Pipit seen over fields west of Selsey late in the day
(6:15pm) and 70 Yellow Legged Gulls in Pagham Harbour.
At Church Norton this afternoon there were 3 Ring Ouzel, a Firecrest and a Pied Flycatcher according
to the SOS News which also reports a Grey Phalarope at Newhaven ( arrived on Sep 22) and on Sep
21 a juvenile Long Tailed Skua flew past Selsey Bill and an Osprey and a Marsh Harrier were in
Pagham Harbour.
Before going to Bracklesham Ian Calderwood dropped in at Broadmarsh to see what was on Langstone
Harbour and found an Osprey which apparently stayed there all day - Ian thinks it was the same bird
which he saw on Portsmouth Harbour yesterday.
Cams Bay is traditionally a good place to find Wigeon in Portsmouth Harbour and last year Trevor
Carpenter made three counts of them there, starting with just 25 on Sep 4, then 71 on Sep 11 and
finally 273 on Sep 25. This year he started off with 34 present on Sep 2 but has seen no build up of
numbers since then, so today he was pleased to find 200 of them off the west Portchester shore,
north of Pewit Island, about a mile to the east of Cams Bay. No doubt there were others out in the
centre of the harbour, off Hardway, where the shallow water over the mudbanks also attracts them.
FRI 22 SEP
A couple of Spotted Flycatcher seen in Huckswood (SU 7515) were the best birds on my list at Old

Idsworth Farm today but a large flock of around 150 Linnet ran them a close second. There may
have been more Linnet as I had earlier seen around 40 bathing in a puddle in another field and seen
others in flight. Three or four Skylark chirruped into the air to show they are still around (they have
probably been moulting recently and it is some time since I heard or saw one anywhere) and a
steady stream of Swallows and one party of a dozen House Martins headed south. When I was last
at the farm on Aug 31 I was asked to identify a bird of prey from a descripton that could have been of
a strangely marked Buzzard, and today I learnt that the person who originally saw it had since
identified it from a TV wildlife programme as a definite Red Kite, but there have been no other
sightings there since the one in late August.
An email from Gary Wearn which came just too late for the Wednesday update told me of birds seen at
the South Moors and Budds Farm on Wednesday (Sep 21). They included a low flying Peregrine, 7
Brent seen just off the seawall, a Greenshank in the Tamarisk Pool and three female/immature
Common Scoter diving actively on the Budds Farm pools. Although the latter are mainly sea duck
which do not often enter the harbours there are often a number of similar reports from places like
Farlington Marshes at this time of year, but the birds normally drop in briefly and pass on so I was not
surprised not to see them when I was at the Budds Farm pools this evening. I did see around 50
Tufted Duck there and among them as a single Pochard.
An Osprey was seen from the Jolly Roger pub at Hardway (halfway down the west shore of Portsmouth
Harbour) at midday today according to the pagers and the SOS news tells of one in Pagham
Harbour on both Sep 21 and 20. Back on Monday (Sep 18) a summer plumage Roseate Tern and a
Balearic Shearwater flew past Brighton Marina. Lee Marshall provides much more detail on the
Portsmouth Osprey which was first seen around 10am off Frater by Ian Calderwood, then watched
by Lee as it ate a fish on a mudbank off Hardway before flying back north towards Fareham Creek
where it was seen by Kevin Ilsley late in the day.
36 Brent were also seen in Portsmouth Harbour by Lee Marshall today. Early in the morning Lee had
been at Stokes Bay where six more Brent flew west (along with 6 Gannet and nearly 800 Commic
Terns). A single Common Scoter was offshore as was a Bonxie, and two Yellow Wagtails flew over.
Another autumn newcomer to Hampshire was seen by Giles Darvill at Keyhaven today and seems to
have been a Long Tailed Duck.
Following the announcement of 11 Barnacle Geese and 1 Snow Goose arriving at Titchfield Haven on
Wednesday (Sep 20) Brian Fellow visited Baffins Pond on Thursday and confirms that the identical
team of geese which had been there had disappeared.
Brian Fellows was one of the Friends of Stansted Forest who joined Michael Prior (the Forester) for a
walk earlier this week and among a number of interesting observations Brian tells me that a Short
Eared Owl was seen by Michael perched on a post near Broadreed Farm (SU 773116) sometime
last week - if they have got that far I would think there is a good chance of seeing one now over the
marshes by the Thorney Deeps. A family of six Spotted Flycatchers seen near the new Garden
Centre at Stansted may well have nested nearby as they usually have done in past years.
WED 20 SEP
Today's top story must be the fantastic parade of Honey Buzzards down the east coast of Britain today
with a teatime total of 83 seen since dawn. So far none have been reported from Hampshire and
one seen at Ventnor may well be nothing to do with the big parade (just one of the New Forest birds
clocking off for this year). This news comes from Russell Wynn who found it on the Birdguides
website
Searching through Hampshire bird news for something to equal the Honey Buzzards for excitement I
can only find news from Lee Marshall of a single Red Breasted Merganser flying west off Gosport's
Stokes Bay last Monday morning. This might of course be a bird that has spent the summer here
(one has been seen at the Hayling Oysterbeds from time to time - I myself saw it on July 11) but I
hope it might be the vanguard of an early arrival of the winter birds - I see that in 1986 74 were in
Langstone Harbour on Sept 19 but in normal years they do not arrive until mid-October. The only
other potential 'good bird' was a Red Kite seen at Idsworth at the end of August - seen by a
non-birder in SU 7514 I failed to recognise it from the description given me but the sighter
immediately identified it recently when he saw a Red Kite in a wildlife programme on TV.
Pager news from Titchfield Haven today tells us that a Ruff and the resident Bittern were both seen
along with 11 Barnacle Geese and 1 Snow Goose which I presume to be the birds from Baffins Pond

in Portsmouth (I have not yet seen Brian Fellows report on his regular Tuesday visit to Baffins).
Sussex news for today includes a brief sighting of a Marsh Sandpiper at Rye this morning but what
caught my eye among the SOS news was a mention of 2 Lesser Whitethroat at Church Norton
among 70 Blackcap and 50 Chiffchaff. Lesser Whitethroat are never abundant but I have usually
seen several passage birds by this time of year and heard a few singing during the breeding season.
Without checking my records I know that I had far fewer breeding birds than usual this summer and
so far this autumn I have not seen one of them, nor have I seen many of them reported - are they in
dire trouble? One species that is still common is Meadow Pipit, and I see that 617 of them were seen
flying west past Brighton Marina last Sunday in 100 minutes.
The large hollow in the meadow between Wade Court and Langstone Mill Pond is once more full of
water and today had a full winter complement of at least 65 Teal around it. In the trees at the north
end of the meadow (the Wade Court yew tree and others) I counted 32 Egrets and 5 Herons, and
there were another three Egrets and one Heron with the Teal. The Egrets had come in because the
tide was up, and with a fresh breeze there was not much to be seen on the open water but after
cycling nearly half way down the west Hayling shore I could see at least 61 Brent in the centre of the
harbour. Other birds of interest along the north half of the Hayling Coastal path included the regular
Little Owl in the Aston Villa meadow, a flock of 40 Linnet inland of Stoke Bay and one Wheatear at
the Oysterbeds with half a dozen Sandwich Tern. Near Langstone Bridge I met Tim Timlick who told
me he had seen the first Brent (a party of just five) flying in from the east on Saturday (Sep 16) when
he and Bob Hoare saw a 'school outing' of Pom Skuas (two adults with 14 immature) within
Langstone Harbour plus the first Firecrest in the Sinah area.
Since writing the above I have received emails telling me of Brent in Hampshire on Sunday (Sep 17)
from Dave Unsworth (8 on the Beaulieu River) and Peter Morrison (1 on the Hamble River - being a
loner was it maybe a summer bird?) and the Sussex news is of 12 at Beachy Head and 9 at
Littlehampton, both on Sunday. So at the moment the prize for the first in Hampshire remains with
Tim Timlick (see above).
TUE 19 SEP
Looking this morning from the Saltmarsh Lane shore on Hayling with the tide low I saw 16 Brent fly over
the 'midway saltings' (lying off the midway point of the Hayling Coastal path) and settle on the edge
of Sinah Lake. Whether these included the three which have spent the summer here, and whether
there were more migrants elsewhere in the harbour I cannot say but it is normal for the first arrivals to
settle in this part of the harbour and I suspect this was the total which have arrived to date. In my
own garden both Chiffchaff and Great Tit were singing in the morning calm and two juvenile
Woodpigeon spent the day in the garden looking as if they were either sick or unaware of the
dangers of the world outside the nest - most of the time they spent sitting on the lawn or low bushes
but when I went out of the front gate I almost trod on one that was sleeping on the path.
MON 18 SEP
Bad weather, petrol shortage, and in my case the need to drive to Kent and back yesterday when the
weather was fine, have combined to reduce observer coverage this weekend but it seems that none
of these problems prevented a small number of migrant Brent reaching our shores. All I know at this
moment is that an unspecified number flew past Brighton Marina on Saturday (Sep 16) and six more
flew west past Pett Level (just east of Hastings) on Sunday evening - both sightings come from the
SOS website. Today it seems that around 15 were seen in Portsmouth Harbour by Roy Mullender
flying low along Fareham Creek so maybe I will see a decent flock off the west coast of Hayling from
the Saltmarsh Lane shore tomorrow.
Two Sooty Shearwater flew past Selsey Bill this morning according to the SOS website. Checking their
status in Hampshire I can find only three records - the only one given in Birds if Hampshire is of a
dead bird washed up at Warsash in 1974 and described as 'long dead' but since then there have
been two sightings of live birds, one at Hurst Beach on 3 Nov 1996 and one off Pennington Marsh on
2 Oct 1994. Several Bonxies and Arctic Skua were along the Sussex coast today and yesterday
there was an Osprey going west over Brighton and a Short Eared Owl at Beachy Head. In
Hampshire the only news that I can add tonight is that Russell Wynn was at Dibden Bay yesterday
and, among other birds, had 10 Yellow Wagtail.
PLANTS:

SAT 23 SEP
The Havant Wildlife Group enjoyed the sight of the very rare Sea Heath on the sands near Pilsey during
their walk around Thorney with Barry Collins today. The Hants Flora gives just two locations for it in
Hampshire, both on the south east shore of Hayling Island across the water from Pilsey, but I am not
sure if it can still be found at either Black Point or Tournerbury, though I will certainly be on the look
out for it now that I am aware of the possibility. Although the name suggests that it is a form of
Heather this plant is the sole British representative of a quite different family more closely related to
Pinks and Campions than Heather. Other good plants of sandy shores, both of which I have seen at
Black Point this summer, were Frosted Orache and Saltwort, and Brian Fellows also lists Sea Dock
which I think may refer to the subspecies of Curled Dock which inhabits the shoreline (at first I
wondered if it was Shore Dock but I see that is a plants of cliffs in the west country).
FRI 22 SEP
Walking the fields of Old Idsworth Farm in today's sunshine I recorded a long list of plants still flowering,
including the lovely Long Stalked Cranesbill and a surprising re-appearance of Rough Chervil, but I
was particularly pleased to add two species to my list for the farm. The first was Bugloss (Anchusa
arvensis, not Vipers Bugloss) and the second was Small Flowered Cranesbill (Geranium pusillum)
WED 20 SEP
Last Thursday (Sep 14) I welcomed the discovery of Indian Balsam in Brook Meadow at Emsworth and
suggested that its growth be encouraged as I find the flowers to be attractive and regard the plant as
something of a rarity in 'my patch' (from South Hayling to South Harting) - the only regular stand of it
that I am aware if is in a roadside ditch in the village of Chidham (SU 791039). As usual my opinion
was contrary to that of the rest of the world. The morning after writing that note I received the English
Nature magazine containing an article on introduced species and the problems they cause, and
following hard on such well known and generally unloved introductions as the Canada Goose and
the Grey Squirrel there was the Indian Balsam which shades out the native plants of riverbanks and
puts an end to happy days for rare invertebrates in open gravel situations which this plant also takes
over rather like Japanese Knotweed. After reading this I next had a surprised note from Brian
Fellows, who discovered it at Brook Meadow but is well aware of the threat it poses, and today I have
a message from Andrew Powling asking politely if I have lost my grip on reality. So all you Balsam
haters get out your flame-throwers and march on Brook Meadow - I will be there in my asbestos suit
(a suitable politically incorrect garment?) and will go down defending my present feelings - which
may change if I come across the Balsam jungles that worry others. Incidentally, the EN stance on
introductions is not one of total opposition. They are aware that the odds are stacked against plants
trying to survive in an unnatural environment - of all the non-native species that arrive here only 10%
escape into the wild, and of those only 10% survive, and of those that do survive only 10% become
a pest, so only one in a thousand introduced species actually becomes a pest species, while the
other escapes give botanists a lot of excitement that they would not otherwise have...
TUE 19 SEP
Walking from Denhill Close (which connects Saltmarsh Lane with the path leading to the Hayling
Coastal Path) over the rough grassland between it and the old Billy Line I was surprised to see a
large clump of Slender Hare's Ear which I had not spotted earlier when it would have been in flower
- now it is in seed and the surrounding grass has been flattened by rain it stands out more clearly
than when it was in flower. I found more of this plant on the seaward side of the Coastal Path here
and with it more flowers on the Gorse.
INSECTS:

SUN 24 SEP
At least three large Wasp Spiders were still hanging patiently from the centre of their webs in the rough
grass between Saltmarsh Lane and the Hayling Coastal Path today, and as soon as the rain stopped
a Red Admiral was on my Buddleia in search of its breakfast as was a Small White on Wild Carrot.
Yesterday I had a Speckled Wood and two Common Darter in my garden where the Garden Cross
spiders are growing large.
SAT 23 SEP
During their walk around Thorney Island today the Havant Wildlife Group, with substantial help from

Barry Collins saw ten different butterfly species among which were 7 Wall Browns - I see that this
species can have a third brood as late as October but I do not know if these were remnants of the
August brood or freshly emerged. 13 Small Copper were probably a third brood (going on Pat Lea's
sight of two very fresh specimens on Hayling which I reported last Friday). The most numerous
butterfly was of course Red Admiral with about 30 individuals but that was closely followed by 23
Clouded Yellow (though only 4 Painted Ladies). Small Heath, Small White and Commas were seen
plus what must have been Common Blues though described as Small Blues
Trevor Carpenter came on a single Clouded Yellow at Portchester today, along with the most tatty
Painted Lady of the season - he says that although it still had two thirds of its wing area it was difficult
to identify as nearly all the scales had fallen off, virtually erasing any colour or pattern clues to what
it was. Two more Painted Ladies in his garden this morning were in much better shape.
FRI 22 SEP
Barry Collins had his moth light on last night and today showed me some of his visitors before
releasing them tonight. Best of the bunch was a Convolvulus Hawkmoth which had presumably
flown the channel on recent southerly winds - it is the first of these migrants that I have heard of this
summer. A collection of half a dozen Lunar Underwing were interesting as they showed much
variation in forewing colour. A couple of Rosy Rustics were colourful but the most elegantly dressed
in light greys and black was a single Blair's Shoulder Knot.
Today's sunshine and light winds provided ideal conditions for any migrant butterflies that have had
enough of rain and wind in this country over the past few days to make up their minds to fly south and
get out while the going is good, and I had the impression today that Red Admirals were doing this. I
did not see great numbers, about 17 during the day, but all these were heading south or stopping off
at re-fuelling stations such as my garden Buddleia. A couple of Commas, one Speckled Wood and a
dozen or so Small White (two mating) were the only other butterflies I saw but when I got home I had
a call from Pat Lea on Hayling to say that she had today seen two extremely bright Small Coppers in
her garden, presumably the first of a third brood for the year. An equally bright, but not so attractive,
insect that you may well see in the next few warm days is the Hornet which, like the Common Wasp,
takes an end of summer holiday from domestic chores and roams the countryside in search of sweet
things. Today I saw a male Hornet which had found just what it wanted - a really ripe sun-warmed
Fig and showed total absorbtion in its sweetness, allowing me a prolonged close view. Yesterday,
in dull windy conditions with rain imminent, I saw another Hornet on Hayling seafront but the only
pleasure it was getting was the supposed one of the traveller (better to travel in hope than to arrive,
they say).
Brian Fellows found a couple of Clouded Yellows still flying near the Thorney Deeps today and had Red
Admiral, Small White and Speckled Wood in Brook Meadow.
A message from Dave Pearson reports a lone Small Tortoiseshell among five commoner butterfly
species seen in the Itchen Valley last Sunday (Sep 17) but also asks who might be the builder of a
large (football sized) wasp nest some six feet up in an Elder bush. I cannot give an authoritative
answer to this but would suggest that if anyone finds a large wasp nest in bushes out of doors they
do not disturb it as it could well be the home of the vicious species that has only started to appear in
this country in recent years and goes by the name of Dolichovespula media. These wasps tend to
be larger and blacker than our Common Wasp (which always builds its nest in a building or
underground hole) and I have heard stories of people clearing bramble bushes and the like and
being severely damaged by a mass attack from this species when their nest is (unwittingly) attacked.
There is a species called Tree Wasp, and this appears (from what Chinery tells me) to be the only
other species of social wasp to nest in trees or bushes but its nest is said to be a rather small ball.
Dave says that the wasp nests that he has found in his garage are only the size of tennis balls which
sounds very small for a completed common wasp nest (those I have come across in my loft and
elsewhere have been football size or bigger) but the nest size depends on the number of insects in
the colony and wasps seem to have been few and far between in the past couple of years.
WED 20 SEP
On Sunday (Sep 17) I reported Jane Brooks' finding of a Wasp Spider in her garden, and today she tells
me that she was so interested in it that she captured it and put it in a dry fish tank in the house.
Luckily she included some twigs, presumably standing up to simulate vegetation, and soon after she
found the spider had used these as support for her beautiful egg-sac. Jane has now released the

spider back into the garden but hopes to observe the hatching of the spiderlings and I will be
fascinated to hear more of this story as my books tell me nothing about when the eggs hatch and
how the tiny spiderlings find the food necessary to grow to the size at which they first become large
enough to be seen by the layman next summer. I only hope the fish tank is securely sealed - if not I
envisage Jane's house invaded by a thousand tiny spiderlings desperately seeking food...
When the sun broke through around lunch time a Red Admiral appeared in my garden, and while out on
Hayling this afternoon I saw singles of Small White, Speckled Wood and Painted Lady,
TUE 19 SEP
The rough grass on Hayling between Denhill Close (off Saltmarsh Lane) and the Coastal Path is a good
spot to find Wasp Spiders (Argioppe bruennichi) in August but by now I would expect most of them to
have laid their eggs and died. Today however I found three live females on their webs, presumably
still full of eggs, and nearby three of their pink Chinese Lantern type egg sacs (presumably put their
by other females which have now departed this life). So far this year I have seen fewer than usual of
the other orb web spiders, the commonest of which are the Garden Cross species. And so far this
autumn I have not seen one of the very colourful Araneus quadratus species which have four clear
white spots forming a square on the upper surface of their abdomens - their bodies can be almost
any colour from a claret red to a bright yellow with green being a common choice.
MON 18 SEP
Rob Edmunds tells me that next Saturday (Sep 23) has been designated National Moth Night, and if
anyone wants to know about this event they should visit www.atroposuk.co.uk This Sunday (Sep
17) Rob had a Small Copper and several Red Admirals in Fleet and a Comma at Farnborough, and
Russell Wynn had 3 Clouded Yellow at Dibden Bay on Southampton Water. On Saturday (Sep 16)
Mark Litjens had another fresh Comma and some Speckled Wood in the Hamble Country Park
between Botley and the M27 and while there also saw 2 Southern Hawker and a few Common
Darter and Migrant Hawker.
Every one must have been plagued with Daddy Long-legs in their houses recently (especially in globe
shaped lampshades near an open window or door) and the usual total ignorance of wildlife was
being aired about them over the Radio Solent evening phone in programme on Saturday night, so
Sarah Patton from Pagham Harbour tried to put the basic facts straight on the subject of Crane Flies
in an email to Paul Miller, who sent her one of his famous kisses over the radio by way of thanks. Do
I hear this has encouraged her to send off more messages of entomological facts to other famous
names? ... perhaps a blessing from the Pope is alredy winging its way to her.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 23 SEP
Among the many things seen by the Havant Wildlife Group in their circuit of Thorney Island today were
one Hare in the field just south of the Little Deeps and a sluggardly Slowworn found on the east
shore near Stanbury Point. I'm not sure which way these two creatures race around the island so
can't comment on which of them was in the lead but I gather that the Slowworm deserves a penalty
for accepting a lift from members of the party who thought it would be happier on the other
(landward) side of the seawall. On the Pilsey Sands 5 Common Seal were waiting patiently for the
race to come back into their view and I gather that earlier in the week there had been 9 Seals there (4
obviously got fed up with waiting, though either Slowworm or Hare would have made a tasty snack
for these bewhiskered carnivores)
FRI 22 SEP
This morning I surprised a large Roe doe at close quarters and noticed the sleek glistening chestnut of
her summer coat, reminding me that soon that lovely coat will be covered by the thick, dull hair of the
winter coat worn by these deer.
TUE 19 SEP
As the rain continues to wet the ground more fungi are springing up daily and today I found my first
Shaggy Inkcap (or Lawyer's Wig) on 'waste ground' near Saltmarsh Lane on Hayling

BIRDS:

WEEK 37 SEP 11 - 17

SUN 17 SEP
The SOS Website reports a Corncrake at Beachy Head today which must have given the lucky birder
who saw it a thrill - presumably it was silent and elusive and hopefully alive (the only Corncrake I
have ever seen came out of a fridge on Hayling Island years ago, having been put there by the
farmer who found its corpse among his cabbages under powerline - as I passed it on to the museum
service for stuffing and display hopefully many others have also seen it). At Church Norton today
there was a Wryneck, presumably a newcomer rather than one of the two in the Pagham area on
Sep 4/5, a Firecrest was also there (another was at Fairlight near Hastings yesterday) and 30
Blackcaps (yesterday at Church Norton 75 Blackcaps were reported).
Hampshire did not produce any great bird thrills today so far as I know but when Brian Fellows was
walking the Stansted Forest main avenue he came on a good mixed flock of all the common tit
species (though he does not mention the bonus of Tree Creeper or Lesser Spotted Woodpecker that
could have been tagging along), and Lee Marshall down at Stokes Bay, Gosport, this morning had
good numbers of Common (40+) and Sandwich (12) Terns with 50 Swallows and 20 Meadow Pipits
on the move and a single Wheatear on the beach thinking about moving.
SAT 16 SEP
The SOS website today reports a Swift and 2 Garganey at Rye and a Marsh Harrier and male Merlin at
Church Norton where 75 Blackcap, 30 Chiffchaff and 7 Spotted Flycatcher were seen. At Sidlesham
Ferry there were 7 Curlew Sandpiper and 5 Ruff. Back in East Sussex single Ring Ouzel and
Firecrest were reported from Fairlight (just east of Hastings), and at Rye a Spotted Crake was
present earlier in the week, reminding me that last year one of these was at Farlington Marshes from
July 15 to mid August, a second was at Titchfield Haven from Aug 7 to Sept 9 and a third was at the
Lower Test reserve from Aug 18 to Aug 26, but so far I have not heard of any Hampshire sightings.
Today was the WeBS count day in Hampshire and no doubt many interesting birds were seen but I only
know of Brian Fellows findings on the south east Hayling shore and my own count of the IBM Lake
where 301 Canada Geese were on parade with 9 Teal, 3 Tufted Duck and two Great Crested
Grebes being the only birds of much interest. Brian was half expecting to see some early Brent in
the mouth of Chichester Harbour but did not (wind still firmly in the west) and his most unexpected
sighting was of 80 Canada Geese on the Fishery Lane holiday camp lake with 60 Mallard (more than
usual for that lake?). 24 Common and 1 Sandwich Tern were at Black Point with just a few mixed
waders (Dunlin, Bar Tailed Godwit, Ringed and Grey Plover and of course Oystercatcher but only 22
of these). 8 Wheatear were on the Tournerbury seawall and 17 Little Egret were perched in the
Tournerbury Wood trees.
A single Black Tern was seen off Stokes Bay, Gosport, this afternoon by Lee Marshall who also records
over 1000 Commic and 50 Sandwich Terns with 6 Gannets and a pale Arctic Skua.
House Sparrows are definitely in short supply but not nearly so difficult to come across as some other
declining species though I must admit that I have not seen one of those flocks feeding in the stubble
of cereal fields which I identify as Corn Sparrows to distinguish them from their appearances under
the alias of House Sparrows. One place where there must have been such a flock recently is the
downs east of Brighton as on Friday evening (Sep 15) Colin Law counted 110 of them coming to
roost in an ivy covered Cherry tree in his Woodingdean garden. They did not all arrive at once but
came in small groups spread out over an hour, the noise of their squabbling for position in the tree
(or gossiping about the past day) becoming more and more deafening until a single Sparrowhawk
flew past and without taking a single bird effectively silenced the whole flock - maybe parents with
noisy sleepless children should try a Sparrowhawk flyby to restore their peace (lots of models are
now on the market in the vain hope of driving Pigeons and Starlings from buildings, and protecting
crops)
FRI 15 SEP
Sun after heavy rain this afternoon brought John Shillitoe out into the fields at Hundred Acres, just east
of Wickham, from where he saw the sun's warmth draw up both a Buzzard and a Red Kite from the
woods around Boarhunt to the south east of him (below the west end of Portsdown). John tells me
that the two birds >> circled, gaining height and occasionally 'sparred' with each other. The Kite then
headed south to Portsdown hill, where it circled again, until I lost sight of it. << An earlier message

from John tells me of a recent trip on the Bilbao ferry, from which he saw some 20 Storm Petrels,
many Cory's and some Great Shearwaters plus Arctic Skuas and Bonxies (not to mention the
whales and dolphins). The high spot of this holiday, both in metres and bird value, came in the
Pyrennees when he came face to face with a Golden Eagle at about 10 yards range.
Brian Fellows had to duck down when two Swans and two Egrets made a low level pass over Brook
Meadow yesterday morning, and I now realise why we are seeing so many low level sorties by
Swans this week - they are of course practising for Battle of Britain Day on Sunday, and if you want
to get a good glimpse of the show Brook meadow could be a good place to be as Brian also saw both
Kingfisher and Grey Wagtail preparing their performances there. All we need to finish off the show is
that mammoth Spruce Goose built by Howard Hughes - did it ever fly?
Brian also tells me that yesterday morning a group of Emsworth Ramblers found the footpath through
Marina Farm to the Thorney Island west seawall was once more open. I can give no guarantee this
is a permanent re-instatement of the route but it's worth a try if you are heading round the island.
THU 14 SEP
I see from HOSLIST that Ian Calderwood found 42 Little Egret roosting near their nest site in the
Bedenham/Frater Defence Munitions site at Gosport today. This was however at noon and gives no
answer to the question of how many spend the night here. Ian also saw a Kingfisher there.
On the pagers today was news of an Osprey, a Peregrine and 11 Egrets seen between Lepe beach and
Inchmery Quay, a short stretch of the New Forest shoreline immediately east of the mouth of the
Beaulieu River
WED 13 SEP
Many local birders are now in the habit of checking through all the waders they see for colour ringed
and/or dyed birds. If you happen to come across an Oystercatcher with a large white Darvic ring on
its left leg, and if that ring has a single letter followed by two digits, e.g. C22, then you are looking at
a bird born on an Aberdeen rooftop where it was ringed before leaving its nest. Alistair Duncan, who
is involved in this ringing scheme which started in 1997, wants to hear of all sightings of these birds
so please email details of any that you come across (even if you are not fully certain of the
letter/number combination he would like to know where and when one of these birds was seen with
your best guess at its id). Email the details to Alistair@cairncry.freeserve.co.uk (and a copy to
PPotts@Compuserve.com would probably be welcome by Pete Potts)
Back on Aug 6, in connection with reports of large numbers of Terns moving west in the Solent, I
reported what Peter Gammage had told me about counts of Terns entering Langstone Harbour on
numerous evenings last autumn - up to 3000 came in to spend the night and were thought to head
out to feeding areas in the Solent during the day and return each night over an extended period.
Today Peter tells me his counts of birds entering the harbour recently have not been nearly so high
but that Pete Durnell saw well over 1000 come in in just one hour on Monday evening (Sep 11 from
18:30 to 19:30). In both cases these counts are not exhaustive and are probably only a fraction of the
true total, and I have no info on the use of Portsmouth Harbour by these birds - I would have thought
the hundreds of moored yachts there would make an ideal tern hotel, and if the birds prefer to sleep
on the water there's plenty of sheltered water there for them.
The SOS website tells me that an Osprey was over Pagham Harbour for 15 minutes at lunch time today
before flying north (so it may be back over the harbour later). At Church Norton 1 Pied and 4 Spotted
Flycatchers were seen with a Tree Pipit and 2 Garden Warblers. Yesterday (Sep 12) a Honey
Buzzard, 3 Buzzard and a Hobby were over the harbour; at Church Norton a Ring Ouzel, Pied
Flycatcher and 3 Redstarts were seen; and at Sidlesham Ferry there was an Avocet with 4 Ruff, 3
Curlew Sandpiper, 1 Little Ringed Plover, 2 Yellow Wagtail , 5 Dunlin and 10 Blackwits. Elsewhere
in the harbour there were 2 Common Sandpiper, 1 Whimbrel, 7 Egrets, 1 Peregrine and 3
Whitethroats. Last Monday (Sep 11) 8 Whinchat were seen on Thorney Island plus one Osprey and
on Sunday (Sep 10) a Wood and 2 Green Sandpiper were at Chichester Marina with 12 Egrets (this
is just across the water from one of their potential night roosts in Oak Park Wood), and at Amberley
Mount a Raven has been present for 2 or 3 weeks
While on the subject of Ravens I see that Mike Jones had a good view of one yesterday afternoon in the
Stockbridge area being harried by Rooks as it flew north east from Marsh Court towards Andover.
On Sep 11 I noted Brian Fellows surprising news of 39 Canada Geese descending on the Emsworth
Slipper Mill pond and predicted they would not stay long on water that was not surrounded by fresh

grass. Just to prove me wrong, and to excite Brian more, a flock of 101 geese were on the water
today ... Over on the town Mill Pond today the Black Swan is still present with just 48 Mute Swans,
but I think the numbers of these birds at any one site are now varying from day to day as the huge
birds enjoy exercising their newly re-feathered wings (each time I visit the Langstone shore over the
past week or so I find Swans flying over in small groups, sometimes east, sometimes west). Despite
their numbers the geese did not hit the number one spot on Brian's list today, that was reserved for
two Kingfishers seen flying around the boats in Dolphin Lake (the small tidal channel just west of the
Slipper Mill pond and separated from it by the wall on which there is a footpath. Another Kingfisher
(probably one of the same two birds) had been seen earlier further north on the Ems by workers
clearing the vegetation from the river banks.
A walk across the South Moors to Budds Farm and back this afternoon gave me a couple more Yellow
Wagtail flying over the South Moors, and a cloud of 50 or more Swallows hanging in the air over the
pools catching insects brought to them on the fresh west wind that was holding them in the air. On
the pools I found a pair of Shoveler with the male for the first time this autumn beginning to show his
reddish flanks set in a white surround. Coming back past the South Moors a Skylark flew chirruping
from the seawall fence - presumably they have been silent and invisible for a month or more while
moulting and what would have been a commonplace on any visit at other times of the year took me
by surprise today.
TUE 12 SEP
Arriving at the Oysterbeds around 10:40 am I found nothing surprising in the pools and turned my
attention to the harbour beyond where I picked up the back view of a very large bird flying south
down the Langstone Channel away from me. The rich brown back and white underparts told me it
must be an Osprey but it was too far away for certainty. As it disappeared from view three very
healthy looking Brent flew north towards me, then curved west over the main pool and headed for
the islands. Presumably these are the same three summer birds which I saw on the mud further
south last week - they had probably read Pete Durnell's piece in the September issue of the Hayling
Islander (in which he made the brave statement that the migrant Brent would return on Sept 12) and
were doing their best to see that readers of this paper were not disappointed. There was very little
other bird activity seen by me on Hayling today but I did note
a Yellowhammer flying across the Billy Track in front of me to show that though they have stopped
singing they are still present. Also on the Billy Track a Jay was seen under some oaks with a large
green acorn in its bill - noises of other Jays on the island and elsewhere recently indicate that birds
from the continent may be moving west at the moment.
Many of you will be aware that the footpath through Marina Farm to the seawall on Thorney Island has
been blocked for some time and today Brian Fellows has sent me a copy of the reply which he had
from the West Sussex Rights of Way officer concerning the blockage. The current position is that the
path is not a definitive right of way so no immediate action is being taken but the lawyers are
apparently on the job and in their foreign language >> the path is the subject of an evidential claim,
which is currently being investigated by the County Secretary << For future reference the Rights of
Way officer is Julie Perryer and her email address is jperryer@westsussex.gov.uk
MON 11 SEP
Pete Gammage this afternoon passes on news from Tim Lawman who had just seen a Pom Skua fly
south out of Langstone Harbour to be seen a little later loafing around the old (short) sewage outfall
at Eastney just across the water from Gunner Point. Yesterday evening at Stokes Bay, Gosport, a
dark phase Arctic Skua was seen among the Terns by Trevor Carpenter.
Russell Wynn is just back in Southampton after his third Oceanographic 'Field' trip this year and has put
a fascinating list of sightings in the Cadiz area on HOSLIST this morning. A brief visit to Cadiz port
gave him 100 Greater Flamingos but 100km offshore the wildlife was profuse and varied - 3
Hoopoes and a Collared Dove, plus Locusts and Flying Fish on deck, several Wilson's Storm-petrels
over the water and Fin Whales, Hammerhead Sharks and Leatherback Turtles in the water are only
a small sample of his species list
...... Back here he was at Pennington on Saturday (Sep 9) and saw 50 Yellow Wagtails and had an
unusual count of 15 Grey Wagtails flying east (not sure if they were all together, but it helps to
confirm my local findings in Havant where Grey Wagtail are everyday birds in the town, like Pied
Wagtail) plus many others, and at Sowley Pond he saw two Mandarin duck.

On Sunday (Sep 10) Kevin Stouse led an enjoyable (if rather hot) walk around Thorney Island where
birds seen ranged from Bearded Tit to Marsh Harrier, Buzzard and Osprey. 4 Curlew Sandpiper
were seen along with a single Sanderling and two Common Sandpiper, two Wigeon and a
Kingfisher. 5 or 6 Whinchat with 5 Wheatear, 2 Whitethroat and a Chiffchaff went on the list and
there were up to 30 Egrets plus both Kestrel and Sparrowhawk. Ken Hearne was on Thorney the
previous evening (Sep 9) and counted 72 Egrets into the roost (some were already there before he
arrived at 7pm) so the roost still provides a very pleasant evening's entertainment for those who
have not already seen it.
I met Grant King near Langstone pond this evening and he told me that he had seen a single Eider in
Sweare Deep south of Warblington Church yesterday evening, and had seen a late Swift over
Hayling Island a week ago (Sep 4). While we were chatting we were watching 21 Egrets spread out
along the water's edge reminding Grant that he had recently been on the north shore of the Tipner
firing range at dusk and had seen more than 60 Egrets flying west, not going into the trees on Horsea
Island (just across the water from this shore) as far as he could see - so maybe they do carry on west
to the Heronry (where some Egrets nest) in the Naval Munitions depot on the west shore of
Portsmouth Harbour.
......If anyone wants to help track down the night roost being used by the Egrets in Portsmouth Harbour
there are several places worth trying as look out points. Starting from the west we have ...
...... 1) North east corner of Tipner Lake where Portscreek turns south into Tipner Lake. From here you
should spot birds flying west along Portscreek from Farlington Marshes, and also be able to pick up
birds coming over e.g. Alexandra Park and over the M275 near the bridge. This will confirm
numbers and part of the route but not the destination.
...... 2) North shore of Tipner Ranges. By following Tipner Lane under the M275 past the entrance to
Tipner Range you can walk by the Waterside Special School to the north shore of this penninsula
where you are only 200 metres south of the east end of Horsea Island where the tallest, thickest
trees are. You should also be able to see M275 near the bridge (over which the Egrets should
arrive) and also see along the southern shore of Horsea Island.
...... 3) By going to the Port Solent carpark and then walking south west over the grass and up the side
of the artificial mountain you may be able to see from the top of the slope over the rubbish tip to
Horsea Island which is the southern boundary of the tip (no longer an island). The east end of the
island will still be about 1 km distant from here.
...... 4) An easier option is to position yourself on the seawall immediately west of Portchester Castle
giving a view all along the south of Horsea Island (the east end trees being 1,500 metres east of
you). From here you can also watch for Egrets continuing west, most likely over the open harbour
south of you, but possibly over Paulsgrove Lake to the north.
...... 5) If the birds are continuing west to the Naval Munitions Depot (Bedenham/Frater shore) you can
watch from the west end of the Portchester shore (just west of Wicor Mill Lane) from where you can
see the wooded shore some 1,500 metres south west of you. You can get the same view from
much further away looking from the Fort Nelson carpark on Portsdown but you are then 2.5km from
the Gosport shore.
...... 6) Finally you could try what I used to do years ago which is to walk up the harbour shoreline from
the public open space at the end of Frater Lane to the mouth of Frater Lake and watch for birds flying
in there. As most of this shoreline is along the fence of the munitions depot which is rigourously
patrolled by police and dogs do not attempt this without first talking to the police at the main gate of
the site on the A32 Fareham Road. (If you can establish contact with PC John Wray who is the
leader of the site conservation group you stand a good chance of getting permission and even
information on Egret numbers from him)
Among the news on the SOS website is a summary of Pagham Harbour sightings during August which
includes a count of 71 Egrets entering the roost site there (no date and no indication of any previous
counts). Yesterday (Sep 10) there were 10 Curlew Sandpiper at Sidlesham Ferry and a Barred
Warbler at Beachy Head where three Marsh Harriers were seen. Another Marsh Harrier was seen
yesterday morning by Colin Law on Newmarket Hill just east of Brighton and Colin added Med Gull
to his garden list at nearby Woodingdean. Back on the downs Colin saw a good selection of
passerine migrants (Whinchat, Redstart, Spotted Flycatcher, Lesser Whitethroat and others) and he
remarks that it seems to have been a bad breeding season for the resident Stonechats (there were

young everywhere at this time last year but hardly any now). The SOS website has a lot more news
than I pass on and today a new gazetteer facility is made available to give you details of (initially)
more than 2,800 locations from which bird reports have been received. The site grid reference is
linked to a map facility so that you can zoom in to a detailed map of the area
PLANTS:

SAT 16 SEP
With little petrol in the car I today cycled from Havant to count the birds around the IBM Lake and en
route enjoyed the lovely sight of blue flowered Chicory beside the main Havant Road just east of
Farlington. On the way back, approaching the Forty Acres roundabout under the A3M, I looked for
the very unusual grass which Geoff Farwell found recently and which was thought to be the Maize
Panicum capillare. I did not stop to check closely but it seemed that someone had taken offence at
the presence of this lovely grass and had torn it up and dumped it lifeless in the gutter (as they would
kick a harmless toadstool to death or batter the brains out a Grass Snake). While at North Harbour
I enjoyed the great mass of Small Scabious which is in flower, and amomg a good many other plants
in flower I especially enjoyed the fresh white flowers and delicate leaves of Corn Spurrey found on
disturbed ground, and I also noted one plant of Red Goosefoot which is the first I have seen this
year.
THU 14 SEP
Brian Fellows today brought the flower list for Brook Meadow at Emsworth up to 106 species with the
spectacular flowers of Indian Balsam. I presume if he has only just noticed it there cannot be many
of these plants present but I would have thought this species has ideal damp habitat here and maybe
the new conservation group can encourage it to grow into an impressive feature.
WED 13 SEP
Havant Borough's newsletter arrived this morning and tells me that the very welcome revival of the
Hermitage Stream through Leigh Park is going well. The concrete sides of the stream channel were
removed long ago, new earth banks were graded down to the edge of the stream and these have
now been planted with the promised interesting mixture of wild plants. What caught my eye in this
piece was to read that Blue Pimpernel is among the new plants. This very rare sub-species of the
Scarlet Pimpernel is recorded in the Hampshire Flora as having been found on South Hayling in
1963 and there are half a dozen records of it in the county (none since 1970) so it is not a plant that
I ever expected to see (I gather it still grows in WIltshire). I have seen blueish flowered Scarlet
Pimpernel but the true Blue Pimpernel has flowers as startlingly blue as the normal subspecies can
be red.
TUE 12 SEP
Gorse is traditionally supposed to flower all year round but it seems a long tme since I saw any, and the
last that I did see was I think Dwarf Gorse in Havant Thicket, so a flash of bright yellow from the side
of the Hayling Coastal Path today was sufficient to stop my bike in order to note the revival of this
plant – kissing may now resume on Hayling Island.
MON 11 SEP
The only item of botanic interest in a pleasant week this evening was to find in Warblington cemetery
the single plant of Green Bristle Grass which I found there on Aug 26 has now become a colony of 17
clumps of this grass. To find it walk south down the west most path to its junction with the second
path (which comes directly from the brick building near the main gates) and you will then see the
grass a few yards ahead of you on the right, overhanging the path (unless it has been mown).
INSECTS:

SUN 17 SEP
A fresh Painted Lady sunned itself in my driveway this morning as a lone Large White fed from the last
of the Buddleia flowers, and a single Clouded Yellow was seen in Brook Meadow at Emsworth by
Brian Fellows while in the Gosport area Lee Marshall saw a Red Admiral and three Clouded Yellow,
one of them a Helice female. Yesterday I saw two Red Admirals and Brian had 2 Painted Ladies.
Dragonflies are probably better equipped to survive heavy rain without damage than are the
delicately winged butterflies and there were certainly more of them on the wing than butterflies
yesterday but my observations were only of Migrant Hawkers and Common Darters.

John Goodspeed has passed me an email from Jane Brook accurately describing a female Wasp
Spider (Argioppe bruennichi) in her garden (probably in the Portsmouth area). Although no date is
given it sounds as if the spider was still there this week which is fairly late for these lovely creatures,
and if so it is well worth looking around the area where the spider has been seen for the egg sac
which she will construct as her final duty in this world. Typically these spiders bind together the tops
of thistles or grasses about a foot (30cm) off the ground and hang from the support of this structure
an egg sac which to me looks like a tiny pink Chinese Lantern. Sometimes the mother spider
survives for a few days and remains on guard near her eggs.
FRI 15 SEP
In view of today's torrential rain and the unsettled weather forecast for next week I guess we have seen
the end of the daily appearances of Clouded Yellows and most other butterflies for this year. Brian
Fellows may well have been one of the last to see the Clouded Yellows, two of which were over
Emsworth's Brook Meadow yesterday. He also saw a Speckled Wood but there is still plenty of time
to see them before their season ends in October.
Last Monday (Sep 11) Andrew Howard found a Humming Bird Hawkmoth visiting bedding plants in his
Petworth area garden around teatime (the same time of day as Ralph Cousins's sighting of one in his
Leigh Park garden on Wednesday). Equally uncommon was Andrew's sighting of a single Small
Tortoiseshell in the grounds of Cowdray Park House (just north east of Midhurst) where Andrew was
taking advantage of Lord Cowdray's 'open house' day (but I'm not sure which day that way)
WED 13 SEP
A phone call from Ralph Cousins who lives in the Stockheath area of Leigh Park told me that he had
been watching a Humming Bird Hawkmoth in his garden during the late afternoon sunshine
The SOS website briefly reports a Clouded Yellow and a Pale Clouded Yellow seen on the west side of
Pagham Harbour yesterday (Sep 12) but I cannot guarantee the Pale butterfly was not just another
Helice.
TUE 12 SEP
Last Sunday (see Sep 10) I described a chance encounter with a green, hairy caterpillar seen crossing
the Emsworth Common road as I cycled by. I did not bother to stop and have a good look at it but my
description of the brief glimpse that I had prompted Steve Nash to tell me that it could have been an
Emperor Moth caterpillar heading off to pupate. I has initially ruled out this moth as I associated it
with open heather on heathland but checking out Steve's suggestion I see that the caterpillar of the
Emperor moth has a catholic taste for many woodland plants and trees. Looking in Margaret Brooks'
book on British Moths I see she indicates a wide range of habitat including woodland and wasteland
- one more nugget of information driven into my head for future reference.
MON 11 SEP
Mark Litjens was at the mouth of the Beaulieu river (Needs Ore) yesterday and noted 17 Small Copper
but only 6 Clouded Yellow. He also saw 2 Small Heath, 1 Common Blue and 3 Painted Lady with 15
Migrant Hawker dragonflies. On Thorney Island Kevin Stouse saw more than 6 Clouded Yellow
yesterday with one Painted Lady and on Saturday (Sep 9) Russell Wynn had 12 Clouded Yellow and
5 Painted Ladies at Pennington.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 16 SEP
A couple of the poisonous Brown Rollrim toadstools were to be seen on grass at the IBM North Harbour
site today and I suspect that soon there will be troops of them. They do not seem to have a specific
tree partner but occur with various broad leaved species growing in acidic soils. In my own lawn
smaller, prettier and less harmful Waxcaps are starting to appear.
FRI 15 SEP
Today's heavy rain with temperatures still nearing 20C when the sun shines could well mean a good
week-end ahead for fungi enthusiasts. We shall see about that, but one fact which I failed to report
on Wednesday was that, when I was on Budds Mound on Wednesday afternoon, I found the
remains of a good collection of edible Agaricus bitorquis mushrooms which had been kicked and
trampled by others. Although these mushrooms choose dirty and dusty place to come up (their caps
are usually encrusted with dusty soil and grit) they make an excellent and 'meaty' meal. Coming
back through Langstone Village I thought I spotted another common but poisonous toadstool (Brown

Rollrim) on grass beside the main road - when I crossed the road and had a close look at this fungus
I found it was a yellow pored bolete with a brown cap the same size, shape and colour as a Rollrim it may have been a Yellow Cracked Bolete but the cap was not cracked.
WED 13 SEP
If you have more slugs and snails in your garden than you really need, and if a Hedgehog occasionally
visits the garden, Nick Hull has a good idea for getting the Hedgehog to come more frequently and
eat your slugs in preference to the hundreds on offer in other gardens. Furthermore his technique
reduces the drain on your beer supplies (assuming you have been putting out tubs full of beer for the
slugs to drown in). Nick has discovered that you can buy a special cereal mix which is supposed to
be attractive to Hedgehogs and has been putting it out in his garden. He doesn't say that it attracted
any Hedgehogs, but the following morning he found the piles of cereal were swarming with slugs and
is convinced that they Hedgehogs cannot resist the combination of meat and one cereal now on
offer. Go on - give it a try and tell me what happens (and don't tell me the Hedgehogs insist on
having beer to drink as well).
Environment Agency workers were carrying out the necessary annual clearance of riverside vegetation
and other obstructions to the hoped for winter flow of water on the stretch of the Ems running past
Emsworth's Brook Meadow today and they told Brian Fellows they had seen about a dozen Water
Voles in that section. I'm sure the voles won't starve as a result of this weed cutting but it may make
it a bit easier for people to see them as they go about their endless business of vegetarian eating.
TUE 12 SEP
If you happen to be in the Eastney area of Portsmouth this Saturday afternoon (Sep 16) and are
interested in the rubbish (and more interesting living things) that can be found on the beach there
you are very welcome to participate in a Beach Survey being made by Portsmouth members of the
Friends of the Earth. Just go along to the Eastney Swimming Pool at 3pm and meet up with the
group there or ring Sarah Marshall on (023-)9383-1975 for details in advance.
MON 11 SEP
While walking round Thorney Island yesterday Kevin Stouse’s walk party enjoyed the sight of seven
Common Seals. Numbers of these creatures in Chichester Harbour seems to grow slowly year by
year and while we have no news of any pups here this summer (unlike the surprising report of one in
Southampton Water from Colin Allen – see Sep 3) I hear that up to eight have been present fairly
regularly in Chichester Harbour this summer (there were reports of one being severely injured,
possibly by a boat propeller cutting one of its fins, though no corpse or injured seal could be found by
would be rescuers). Should numbers grow considerably they may not be welcomed by all harbour
users – earlier this summer Pete Durnell watched a local fisherman in the harbour beating the water
around his boat with an oar in an attempt to deter one seal which wanted to have first pickings of the
catch in the fisherman’s net.

COMMENT: One hundred years is a short time in the natural world but long enough for our ideas on
wildlife conservation to change considerably.
This comment is prompted by hearing the curator of the Dorchester Museum on Radio Solent this
morning describing a 9 foot long stuffed Sturgeon which they have on show. The fish was caught in the
River Frome in 1911 by two men taking turns to hold it on a rod and line for an hour and a half after a
previous attempt to acquire this trophy by a certain Major Raffles (or some such name) had failed.
What caught my attention was the attitude of this gallant major towards wildlife - he first observed this
immense fish in the tiny river and was sufficiently knowledgeable from his travels to recognize it as a
Sturgeon, then immediately sent his servant for a rifle with which to shoot it. Failing to get it with a rifle
he sent the servant back for his elephant gun but that too fails to bag the prize, which was eventually
caught a month later with the strongest rod and line that could be found.
I wonder what would happen if another Sturgeon turned up in that river today (assuming there was still
enough water to cover it)? I imagine that as soon as the news got out hundreds of people would invade
the area regardless of property rights and of the great damage their trampling did to the real wildlife of
the area (the ordinary, common plants, birds and animals). One third of these people would be those
who are so bored with, or ignorant of, the wildlife that still surrounds them that they must see every
abnormal creature that turns up. The second third would be those whose thoughts instantly turn to
saving the life of this individual creature and plan to lift it into a huge tank, carry it back to the sea on a
low loader lorry and let it swim free (probably back up the same river where it had come to die in peace).
The third group would of course be a mixture of the media and police.
Leaving such fancies aside I would like to contrast this example of 1911 attitudes to wildlife with those
in the year 2000 as expressed in an article entitled "The Black Redstart in urban Britain - a conservation
conundrum?" in the new issue of that magnificent journal, British Wildlife.
My reading of this article (do read it for yourself) tells me that the Black Redstart is an example of the
wildlife which many people long to see around them and which flourishes in urban wastelands, and the
article suggests that urban regeneration developments should be aware of their impact on such
creatures and should seek to 'mitigate' the impact. It shows a small disused jetty into the Thames at
Greenwich covered with stones and sown with stonecrops to make ideal Black Redstart habitat, and a
similar wildlife garden on the roof of one building in the Canary Wharf development, and I think we
would all approve of such thought for ways in which to minimise the impact on the wildlife and maximise
the enjoyment of it by people.
Two parts of the conundrum posed by this article are first the balance we should achieve between
urban brownfield and rural greenfield development, and second the value we should set on protecting
the habitat of a creature that is on the limit of its natural range (regardless of development there are
many Black Redstarts in Europe and would always be few in Britain). I leave you to come to your own
conclusions on these difficult matters.
I fully agree with the intention of the article. I strongly believe that all humans need an environment in
which wildlife flourishes and that we should do all that we can to ensure this happens in cities as well as
in the countryside. But I also believe equally strongly that our present ways of trying to ensure the
protection of wildlife and habitat, and to mitigate damage by developments, are insufficient to achieve
these aims in the long run.
As I see it the current thinking of the conservation organisations is to assume they can do nothing to
deal with the root problem of wildlife conservation in our society - the non-stop growth of human
demand on natural resources - and so devote their efforts to fighting a battle (which they are bound to
lose in the long term) on two fronts against the forces that damage wildlife. The first front is the
acquisition of land as nature reserves where habitat can be managed and protected within the
boundaries of the reserve (providing that water still flows into it and poisonous substances do not blow
in on the wind or naturalists trample the habitat). The second front is that of legislation and planning
procedures, giving employment to many on both sides (the law enforcers and the law evaders) and
adding to the costs of almost everything we buy.
Of course these are right and proper things for the conservation organisations to do, but unless they at
the same time devote even greater efforts towards solving the root problem they cannot achieve their

objective. We may look back on Major Raffles attempt in 1911 to shoot his Sturgeon with some feeling
that we look after our wildlife better nowadays, but will people like us in 2111 (when our rivers have run
dry, Winchester become joined to Basingstoke in one connurbation, and the RSPB reserve at Rainham
Marshes become a dusty canyon surrounded by Canary Wharf type buildings with stonecrop
roof-gardens for high flying Back Redstarts), look back to the year 2000 and wonder why no one tried to
save some wildlife for them to enjoy?
I want to end by first urging everyone to subscribe to British Wildlife (email to
enquiries@britishwildlife.com ), which this month has superb articles on "British Tooth Fungi" (by local
dentist - retired - Gordon Dickson) and on the Machair of the western isles, and then, at the risk of
prosecution for violation of copywrite, by quoting the entry for the letter B in an A to Z summary of the
past year by Peter Marren. He writes "B is for the Badger, a generally short lived animal. Each year
some 50,000 are squashed on the road, and thousands more shot by MAFF trapper or sent packing by
builders. Any survivors are fully protected by law." So much for conservation by legislation...

BIRDS:

WEEK 36 SEP 4 - 10

SUN 10 SEP
Lee Marshall has today put out on HOSLIST his recent sightings at Stokes Bay, Gilkicker and
Browndown. The ones which caught my eye were a Swift over the Alver Valley on Saturday (Sep 9)
when he had 10 Dartford Warblers around Browndown, one Little Owl there and some 20 Yellow
Wagtail flying over (along with 1 Hobby and 2 Sparrowhawks). One Tree Pipit flew over calling and
single Whinchat and Wheatear were seen along with Garden Warbler, Blackcap and a pair of
Stonechat with at least three young. On the sea he saw one Bonxie, a juvenile Little Gull and one
Black Tern with an estimated 1000 Commic Tern. Well over 1000 Swallows flew over with a few
Sand and House Martin. The Little Gull was seen on both the two previous days and on Thursday
(Sep 7) Lee had a Grasshopper Warbler along with Common and Lesser Whitethroat plus two
Willow Warbler and a Tree Pipit - these passerines were in the Gilkicker area. A couple of Med Gulls
are a regular sight at Stokes Bay but it seems that the only Sandwich Tern seen in these three days
were 76 which flew west on Friday when a Little Egret was seen to fly to the Isle of Wight.
Cycling past the Folly towards Racton I seemed to put up a Buzzard from the field between the road
and the folly - it appeared flying very low from behind the hedge and began to soar soon to be joined
by another which circled with it while a third Buzzard, much higher and looking very dark, continued
east as if in a hurry, urging itself on with strong wingbeats rather than lazily gliding. Earlier I had
seen a female Sparrowhawk fly over me when I was a little south of Westbourne Church and first
thing in the morning the thick mist encouraged two Great Tits to sing quite strongly in my garden (at
Emsworth today Brian heard Chiffchaff and Blue Tit).
A noisy gaggle of Canada Geese flying over Emsworth attracted Brian Fellows' attention this morning
and he found 39 of them had landed on the Slipper Mill Pond wondering if this was the true
destination of their migratory urge - they will probably decide that it was not and move on as there is
little grass for them to eat around that pond. Six Cormorant on the rafts had a better excuse for being
there as the pond is often full of Grey Mullet and probably other fish.
SAT 9 SEP
The pagers reported 7 Curlew Sandpiper at Titchfield Haven yesterday and again today when there
were 2 Hobbies over the reserve and a Bonxie out to sea. Further east along the shore Trevor
Carpenter was at Gilkicker for an hour in the evening and saw four different Arctic Skua (one of them
a juvenile) among the feeding Terns (some 200 of them, outnumbered by Herring Gulls which the
Skuas more or less ignored)
An afternoon visit to the South Moors shore today found the first small autumn flock of 20 or so Linnet
after seeds and a flock of 23 Great Crested Grebe offshore with more than 200 Oystercatcher and a
dozen Curlew on the tideline. Budds Farm pools had three Common Sandpiper flying low over the
water and twenty or more Swallows with a couple of Sand Martin overhead. A dozen Dabchick were
still present with up to 30 Tufted Duck and perhaps 20 Teal. Two Swans were on the pools and 29
more at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream with more than 200 Redshank on the Budds Farm shore

with 100 Oystercatcher, a dozen Blackwits and only 2 Turnstone. A small group of four Ringed
Plover were in Chalk Dock with 20 Egrets roosting in two groups on the North Binness shore.
FRI 8 SEP
Today Brian Fellows saw his first 7 Knot back on the mud beside the Emsworth Channel (off the
Thorney Little Deeps area) where the majority of birds were Redshank (over 100) with only 32 Black
Tailed Godwit and small numbers of Greenshank, Curlew, Grey and Ringed Plover, Dunlin and
Oystercather and there was more bird activity in his own garden where more the 40 House
Sparrows, 15 Greenfinch and a couple of Chaffinch briefly invaded the lawn (presumably a flock
which has been roaming nearby fields and gardens). Yesterday (Sep 7) the Black Swan was back at
Emsworth with 53 Mute Swan.
Ian Calderwood was at Stokes Bay this evening and saw three Black Tern, a dark phase Arctic Sku and
two Gannets. Some 150 commic tern were fishing. Further west along the coast the pagers
reported an Osprey fishing at the mouth of the Beaulieu River. Pager news for yesterday (Sept 7)
was of a Wryneck at Fleet Pond.
As I was preparing to walk out of my front door to get some fresh air this afternoon I saw a female
Sparrowhawk on our small front lawn with an unfortunate House Sparrow pinioned to the ground. I
thought the hawk was about to start plucking its prey, and delay my departure (if I was not to disturb
it by walking out within a couple of yards of it), but luckily it carried its prey off and I was free to leave.
Nothing exciting seen on my walk but there were a few Sand Martins at Budds Fam and I heard and
saw three Yellow Wagtails flying over the South Moors - there may well have been more among the
feet of the cattle. On Budds Farm pools the numbers of most species are increasing (50 Mallard, 41
Tufted Duck, 25+ Teal, a dozen Coot) and a Common Sandpiper was present. On the South Moors
shore there were at least 25 Ringed Plover and half a dozen Whimbrel and over the sea a noisy
juvenile Sandwich Tern was following an adult and perpetually begging food (as was a juvenile Little
Grebe on Budds Farm)
THU 7 SEP
John Goodspeed had been in the Brockhampton area on Tuesday and seen two Kingfishers, one
below the bridge over the Brockhampton stream beside Budds Farm and the other at the mouth of
the Langbrook stream (plus a lone Curlew Sandpiper on the mud just over the water from the
Broadmarsh slipway), so he returned today with one of the Portsdown volunteers who wanted to see
a Kingfisher. He was not disappointed, seeing one on the Hermitage stream on the post under the
A27 bridge, a second on the Brockhampton stream and two more together on the Langbrook. Single
Common and Green Sandpiper were on the Hermitage Stream between the A27 and Harts Farm
Way and single Gey Wagtail on the Hermitage and Brockhampton streams while a flock of Wagtails
around the feet of the cattle on the South Moors were probably all Yellow although he could only be
sure of one of them in the rough grass. Another recent report from the Langstone area comes from
John Chapman who saw a Peregrine flying west from the Emsworth area towards Langstone over
the water last Monday evening (Sept 4)
The latest news I have from the Sussex website is for Monday and Tuesday of this week starting with
two separate Wryneck at Pagham (one at the Severals and one in the gorse halfway from Church
Norton the Sidlesham Ferry) and a Honey Buzzard over the harbour. On Tuesday both Wryneck
were still present and there was another at Beachy Head with a Wood Warbler, 2 Grasshopper
Warblers and a Pied Flycatcher. An Osprey was above Beachy Head and a Honey Buzzard over
Friston Forest (a few miles north west of Beachy Head). Out over the water three Sooty Shearwater
seen from Brighton Marina (plus 3 Arctic and 1 Long Tailed Skua elsewhere along the coast).
WED 6 SEP
On Monday this week Brian Fellows heard his first autumn song from both Great and Blue Tits and this
morning a Great Tit was singing in my garden while yesterday David Parker had a Chiffchaff singing
in his garden.
I have just added to my What's New page a link to the National Biodiversity Network which has been set
up jointly by all the major conservation organisations in this country to make available over the
internet all information about biodiversity projects and all the species and wildlife sites of the UK
(they are even hoping to standardise the scientific names of all our species). Jim Munford, the
director of the project, tells me that it is not aimed exclusively at professionals but should have
something to offer all those interested in studying and recording wildlife, and he hopes it will

eventually play a part in educating the general public on wildlife matters (and that's something very
close to my heart - I am a firm believer that efforts by government or conservation organisations to
protect wildlife against people are doomed to failure - they can only succeed if they have the willing
support and understanding of the general public behind them so winning that support must be the
primary aim of conservation). Before you click on this link be aware that the NBN website was
designed by people who think special effects are more important than text so don't panic if the page
you are reading is suddenly obliterated by a huge ammonite shell, and if the top of the page
suddenly starts to deliquesce it does not necessarily mean you have downloaded a virus that will
wipe your whole screen and hard-drive.
Steve Keen was at Pennington this morning and watched the flap which normally prevents seawater
entering the saline lagoons at high tide (but presumably allows surplus water from the lagoons to
drain into the sea when the tide has fallen) being fixed in an open position so that the next high
enough tide will flood into the lagoons (unless some other party to the dispute gets there and closes
it first). If there's any cold seawater left over after this refilling maybe it could be poured over the
heads of the Wildlife Trust staff and fly fishermen who seem to have locked themselves in
entrenched battle positions over Winnall Moors - maybe their mutual concern to save the fresh water
of the Itchen from a salty inundation would get them to co-operate to achieve the common objective
they both say they want (a healthy wildlife).
...... Coming back to the birds which Steve saw this morning they included an Osprey flying east past
Milford towards Totland and Yarmouth, hundreds of Swallows (but only 66 House and 2 Sand
Martins) and 8 Yellow Wagtails. Lots of other waders and passerines were seen plus 222 Teal, 28
Wigeon, 39 Shoveler, 6 Pintail (good news) and 5 Eider, I believe that Rock Pipits still breed at Hurst
(and Hengistbury Head at Christchurch) but I wonder if Steve's sighting of three at Keyhaven
harbour means they are now spreading along the coast and that we should be looking out for them in
the east of Hampshire. Also at Keyhaven the lone adult Yellow Legged Gull was still at Sturt Pond
Following Stephen Harwood's Catherington garden visit by a brown Merlin (small and thought to be a
young male) on Aug 30 (see Sept 2) Lee Marshall today saw a similar (female/juvenile) Merlin fly
west past Stokes Bay at Gosport this morning before heading out over the water for the Isle of Wight.
A little later he saw a Grebe (presumably the Black Neck which is thought to commute back and forth
between Langstone Harbour and the West Solent) drifting east on the water, followed by a couple of
sightings of Arctic Skua harrying terns. All this time Lee was building up a total of 275 Commic Terns
flying west and this reminds me that at the beginning of August Peter Gammage told us that such
large flights are not necessarily passage birds but could represent daily dispersal of terns from a
roost area just inside Langstone Harbour to fishing grounds in the west Solent area (last summer
both Peter and Jason Crook watched the entrance to Langstone Harbour on several evenings,
always finding large numbers of terns entering the harbour at dusk and their counts ranged from
over 1000 to a maximum of 3000 birds)
TUE 5 SEP
Cycling back up the Hayling Coastal Path around midday I found three Brent Geese fairly close to the
shore on the open mud inshore of what I call the 'Midway Saltings' at around SU 710013. I had just
been reading Pete Durnell's regular wildlife column in the Hayling Islander in which he predicts the
migrant Brent will return on September 12th, and I guess these three had the same idea that it was
time to be on the lookout for returning friends. Whatever the reason (I suspect it has something to do
with completion of moult and an itch to be on the move which must be present in the summering
birds as in the migrants) I usually find the summer birds come out into the open a week or so before
the migrants return after being invisible to shore based watchers through the summer months.
Each Tuesday as I cycle down the Hayling Coastal path past the dead tree in the Aston Villa meadow
hedgerow (SU 715018) I look for the Little Owls that reside there - sometimes I see them, sometimes
I don't but one rule is that if the local Crows are perched on the dead tree the owls will be invisible.
Today that rule was broken - there was one Crow on a top branch and one Owl low down on the
main trunk of the dead tree but in full view. When I came back a couple of hours later the Crow has
gone and the Owl was back on one of its favourite perches some ten feet higher up the tree. Other
than the Brent noted above there were few birds of interest on Hayling but I did find a lot more
Oystercatcher than usual along the low tide shore south of the Oysterbeds (well over 300 I guess),
and apart from 20 or so Curlew and the inevitable half dozen Egrets among many Black Headed

Gulls I could only find one Ringed Plover and the odd Common Gull. Down at Gunner Point there
was a flutter of noisy activity from a dozen Common and two or three Sandwich Terns which had
found fish in shallow water and the sharp, sad call of a Yellow Wagtail flying over the golf course.
Brian Fellows was at Milton Common today and saw that the large but distant flock of 206 Godwits were
Bar Tails (see Aug 22 - the birds were in the same area but then thought to be Black Tailed). In past
years this sandy area near the mouth of Langstone Harbour was the best place to see Bar Tails,
either feeding on the sand or roosting at the Kench or on the nearby railway spit of shingle, but in the
past two years they seem to have changed their habits and moved to feed on mud in the north of the
harbour - perhaps they are now reverting to old habits. The Blackwits have never, to my knowledge,
chosen to feed regularly on sand but have always stuck to the mud. Other birds here were 4 Knot on
the mud and a Cetti's Warbler singing at Swan Lake. In Eastney Lake 7 Greenshank included one
with colour rings and at the Canoe Lake there were 26 Swans and a Med Gull. At Baffins Pond all but
2 of the Canada Geese had left and the Barnacle Goose which has been missing one leg all this year
seems at last to have snuffed it, leaving a flock of 11. The white Embden Goose was also missing
but there were still 136 Mallard expecting a bread ration from the passing public (I think Portsmouth
City also provides grain on the rates for these birds). On his way home Brian checked the birds at
Broadmarsh finding only 7 Mute and no Black Swan but there were 118 Blackwits on the mud
Another message reaching me today was from Sue Drewitt who had found the Black Swan back at
the Emsworth Mill Pond.
MON 4 SEP
When I mentioned Trevor Carpenter's sighting of 26 Eider off Pilsey in Chichester Harbour (see Aug
31) I had a feeling that they were not all newcomers and today Anne de Potier confirms that there
have been Eider in Chichester Harbour continuously since last winter and the number of birds has
been steadily growing. Most people think of Eider as being winter visitors to the south coast but I
recall one summer years ago when some 75 of them were in the Chichester Channel throughout the
summer. Anne also tells me that the total of of summering Brent in Chichester Harbour is 21 (only 4
in Langstone Harbour according to Bob Chapman)
Following on yesterday's news suggesting that more than 100 Egrets were now spending their nights in
trees on Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour more news comes tonight from David Unsworth
saying that there were 102 Egrets at the Sowley Pond roost near Lymington on Saturday night (Sept
2/3). I wonder if the Isle of Wight and Poole Harbour are both recording similar numbers?
Brian Fellows tells me that there were only 76 Mute Swans at Emsworth this morning but the Black
Swan was nowhere to be seen. It's probably at Broadmarsh (where it was seen on Aug 20) as Nick
Mills told me on Sept 2 that a friend of his has seen it there (but no date is given). Once more all
sightings are welcome. Back at Emsworth one of the Lesser Blackbacks which are winter regulars in
the harbour ventured inland to Peter Pond (surprisingly this was one of the species missing from Bob
Chapman's all day bird list at Farlington Marshes yesterday).
......Also at Emsworth today Brian heard his first Great Tit and Blue Tit song of the autumn. I have
heard Blue Tits practising their 'silly laughs' recently but have not yet heard either sing properly.
David Thelwell spent a couple of hours yesterday (Sept 3) checking out the bird life of the Test Valley
(just north of Romsey) where large numbers of Buzzard were seen in the spring. David saw at least
12 of them and watched an Osprey drifting south. One Hobby was with hundreds of Swallows
moving south down the valley and a second Hobby was seen chasing Swallows over Casbrook
Common (just east of Timsbury) where there were Whinchat and Yellow Wagtail.
Although Knot have been seen in various places for some time Nick Mills is the first to tell me of seeing
them in Chichester Harbour - he saw 8 juveniles while walking round Thorney Island yesterday (Sep
3). Elsewhere round the island a flock of 30 Grey Plover in summer plumage was a great sight and
he also saw 3 Curlew Sandpiper and 3 Dunlin with just one Wheatear.
PLANTS:

SUN 10 SEP
A leisurely cycle ride from Havant to Westbourne and Walderton and back through Stansted this
afternoon gave me sight of Weasel's Snout (the small wild Snapdragon) still flowering in the Havant
New Lane allotments and Lesser Skullcap still showing its deep blue flowers to the canalised section
of the Ems just south of Westbourne Church. A few other things which caught my eye were the

Polypody Ferns on the wall of Aldsworth House and the unusual variant of the Common Ash tree
growing close to the road south of the Walderton pumping station - Alan Mitchell calls it Single
Leaved Ash as it has single entire leaves (not pinnate) - and what caught my eye was that has been
fenced off from the field it is in (horses nearly ended its life by nibbling and rubbing its trunk in the
past). Entering Stansted East Park from Woodlands Lane I took a specimen of Pale Persicaria
growing at the edge of the Sweetcorn crop and found the small stalked glands immediately below
the flowers - these prove it is not a pale flowered sample of Redshank - and in Southleigh Forest I
passed the yellow flowers of Trailing St John's Wort close to an equally healthy flowering of
Tormentil.
SAT 9 SEP
An unexpected fresh flowering of Lucerne on the bank of the large carpark immediately west of the
Broadmarsh slipway was the only unexpected flower find today, though I did also stop in Brookside
Road (the back road into the Xyratex site) near its junction with Southmoor Lane to check the
unusually erect and small flowered Mayweed which has been flourishing there for some time and
concluded from its smell that it was Stinking Mayweed (Anthemis cotula)
FRI 8 SEP
Among the flowers seen today on a walk to the Langstone South Moors were Sharp Flowered Rush
and both Water and Tufted Forget me not by the Langbrook and what may have been the last
flowers on the Danewort by the Hayling Billy Line in Havant. On the South Moors seawall I once
more checked the Sea Wormwood and still could not see any open flowers or signs that they had
been open though a few of the 'buds' had a pinkish tinge.
THU 7 SEP
Walking by the Itchen at Ovington today I enjoyed the mass of Orange Balsam by the river and an
impressive display of pink Soapwort flowers lining the edge of a group of trees in the field south of
Itchen Stoke House (SU 559322)
WED 6 SEP
The National Biodiversity Network should be of interest to all - read about it in today's Bird news
Early in August I was asked by Sean Cole if I could comment on his chances of seeing Autumn Ladies
Tresses at Noar Hill if he called in there on Aug 26 en route from Derbyshire to Portsmouth and a
ferry to Spain. Sean has just told me that he not only found Autumn Ladies Tresses (past their best)
but also the remains of Musk and Fragrant Orchids. Best of all he succeeded in seeing a good
specimen of Violet Helleborine in the beech woods behind the reserve - I had told him it was worth a
try but rated his chances of finding one low (Sean must have the true orchid hunters sixth sense of
where to look).
TUE 5 SEP
Most of the south Hayling shoreline is now bare of flowering plants - I saw one patch of Restharrow
enjoying the shelter of a beach hut and one plant of Yellow Horned Poppy holding fresh flowers out
of a rock crevice (i.e. from between some of the imported sea defence boulders) - and the only two
plants consistently offering colour were Rock Samphire and the Tamarisks round the golf course (in
full second flowering). One plant that is still attractive after its sell-by date is the Marram Grass
whose dried seed heads wave elegantly in the breeze.
INSECTS:

SUN 10 SEP
Yesterday I only saw one Clouded Yellow at the Langstone South Moors but today one flew through my
garden and another two crossed my path in Emsworth and Walderton. Small White and Speckled
Wood are still common and I had two Red Admiral and one Painted Lady today. Cycling back along
the busy Emsworth Common Road through Southleigh Forest I just missed running over a large (4 6cm) hairy caterpillar making haste to find somewhere to pupate (probably squashed to the tyre of a
passing car). The unusual thing about it was that it was a light green in colour and the nearest match
that I can find in a glance at my caterpillar book is the extremely unlikely Spanish Moon Moth which
does not occur in this country - any suggestions? Going back to the butterflies Rob Edmunds tells
me that he had two more urban Clouded Yellows in Fleet and Farnborough today, and he saw Large
White and Brimstone in addition to the Red Admirals and Speckled Woods that occur everywhere.
In Emsworth Brian Fellows had another three Clouded Yellow and several Small White today.

FRI 8 SEP
Despite the lack of sun today a few Small Whites were out in the warm air and I put up one fresh
Painted Lady from the South Moors and saw one Migrant Hawker over Budds Farm
THU 7 SEP
John Goodspeed today had a visit from his neighbour carrying a jamjar in which was an Elephant
Hawkmoth caterpillar well fed with Fuchsia leaves. John does not relate where he took the
caterpillar but Rosebay WIllowherb is a healthy alternative food for them.
The only Hornet's nests which I have come across have been in holes in trees but Andrew Howard tells
me that he has recently been enjoying (a pleasure not shared by his wife) the sight of these
magnificent insects entering and leaving a nest in a stone wall in his Petworth garden. I once heard
Chris Packham, or was it Simon King?, (who had been filming the activity at one of their nests) say
that Hornets would give you no trouble if you followed two simple rules - one is not to get between
them and their flight line into the nest and the other is not to let them smell your breath - he said they
hate the smell of it and will attack you if you breathe into the nest or at them. Andrew adds to my
knowledge of these insects by saying that they are active at night, clustering round any outside light
and presumably catching moths. He gives one further warning in connection with this nocturnal
activity - don't leave your bedroom window open if you have a light on, Neither he nor his wife were
pleased to have one buzzing round their pillows recently but the offending insect is unlikely to pass
on its behaviour to future generations as it became extinct before it could leave the room. Despite
being one down in numbers Hornets are in general I think increasing in numbers and Andrew knows
of at least one other nest.
The SOS website tells us that last Monday (Sept 4) a Berger's Clouded Yellow was reported from
Beachy Head with more definite news of two Red Veined Darter seen in the Sheepcote Valley
immediately east of Brighton. Lots of Clouded Yellow also seen.
WED 6 SEP
The National Biodiversity Network should be of interest to all - read about it in today's Bird news
My recent comments on Short-winged Coneheads in dry rather than damp habitat prompted an email
from Malcolm Lee to tell me that the national orthoptera recorder (John Widgery) has recently written
about this insect currently expanding its range and his interest in receiving records of Short Winged
Coneheads at new sites or increased numbers (and records showing if they persist in their new dry
grassland sites). To find out more visit www.wicken.org.uk/grasshoppers/newpage2.htm Another
insect very dear to Malcolm Lee's heart is the Large Blue butterfly and if you share this enthusiasm
you should visit www.wildlifetrust.org.uk/cornwall/species/largeblue.htm in which Malcolm decribes
the first re-introduction of Large Blue larvae in Cornwall this summer.
TUE 5 SEP
A cloudy sky and fresh south east wind deterred many butterflies when I was on Hayling today but at
Gunner Point I was pleased to see both Small Heath and Common Blue (only singles). Just one
Clouded Yellow raced my up the old Billy line with the wind behind us (the butterfly beat my bike) and
a couple of Red Admirals, a few Small White and one Speckled Wood were all that went on my list.
Some time ago Sue Drewitt described to me how she had watched a flying insect, which she thought
was an Ichneumon species (long, thin, and all black including the legs), capture a small spider and
carry it off to a burrow down which the fly's offspring were presumably waiting for a meal of spider
meat. Today she saw the same insect catch another spider and take it to the same burrow (in fact
down a crevice where the drying soil had come away from the side of a plant tub), and this time she
mentioned that the fly was 'constantly quivering' (not sure if this was some vibration of its wings or
body). In both cases the fly must have sedated or killed the spider before carrying it off. She thought
the fly was an Ichneumon species, but my understanding is that Ichneumons have long ovipositors
with which they pierce the bodies of their prey and lay their eggs within the bodies of their prey,
leaving their young to eat the unwilling host from the inside. (The big Ichneumons Rhyssa
persuasoria and Megarhyssa superba have 'drill bits' from 3 to 5cm long which they can vibrate to
drill through a couple of centimetres of wood to then piece a beetle grub which they have somehow
detected is in a tunnel below their feet) Dick Jones names one Ichneumonid wasp (Trychosis
tristator) which favours the eggs of the Nursery Tent spider (Pisaura mirabilis) but I think the insect
which Sue saw is more likely to have been one of the Digger Wasps which lay their eggs in a tunnel
which the parent wasp excavates and then stocks with paralysed prey that the young will feed on

later. Chinery tells us that there are two families of digger wasp having members that use spiders for
baby food, the true Digger Wasps (Sphecoidea) and the Spider-hunting Wasps (Pompiloidea) among the first family the prey can range from the full sized honey bees taken by the Bee Killer
through flies, small moths, aphids and weevils to small spiders and as he only names one of the
latter, and it is all black, my vote goes for Trypoxylon figulus. Most of the Spider-hunting wasps
(which all hunt spiders) have some yellow as well as black in their body colour but Pompilus cinereus
is all black and roughly the same size as T. figulus. Both these species are marked by Chinery as
common throughout Britain and a close look is needed to distinguish them. One clear distinction is
that P. cinereus has longer, very 'hairy legs' and wings which reach nearly to the tip of its abdomen
(those of T. figulus are shorter). I cannot end this little piece without quoting Chinery's remark about
the Spider-hunting wasps. He says >> Male pompilids have no interest in spiders and spend their
days visiting flowers <<
MON 4 SEP
Both Dave Unsworth and Mark Litjens speak of large numbers of Clouded Yellow at Needs Ore Point
(mouth of Beaulieu River) over the weekend. I think Dave was there on Saturday and know that
Mark was there on Sunday (Sep 3) when he counted at least 42 or them. Mark also found 20 fresh
Small Copper - must be the third brood out early - with 3 Small Heath and the odd Painted Lady and
Red Admiral. There was one Ruddy Darter seen there along with six Common Darter and six
Migrant Hawker. In the Test Valley just north of Romsey David Thelwell had at least another 10
Clouded Yellow on Sunday.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 10 SEP
Brian Fellows had another look at a Water Vole in the Ems below the Emsworth gasholder this morning
and in telling me about it he raises the question of distinguishing between the sexes of these
creatures. He says that he has read that females are more shy of showing themselves than are
males and I read that females are slightly smaller than males (which can be over 20cm long with a 10
cm tail) but both these points require you to see the two together for comparison (though I'm sure
that in time one learns to do a comparison by memory of previous sightings). I also read that males
have a riverbank territory some 130 metres in length while females stay within a territory about half
that length.
SAT 9 SEP
Going up the path between Budds Farm and the Brockhampton Stream I found an almost continous
broad line of small light brown toadstools rising from the grass beside the path for perhaps 200 yards
(thousands of them). At first glance the size, pale light brown colour, and a noticeable umbo (small
dome shaped bulge in the centre of the cap) suggested Fairy Ring mushrooms but they did not look
quite right so I collected a specimen and found the gills too tightly pack and cinnamon coloured, and
the stem much too long and thin (and the caps of most were too conical), The caps were up to 4.5cm
across and 2cm high and the stems were up to 10cm long and thin, and the same silky pale brown as
the cap. The spores were rust brown. I cannot identify them but think they are a Cortinarius species
(unfortunately I did not collect a young specimen to see if the rim of its cap was initially connected to
the stem by the thin white cobwebby film which is called the Cortina and defines this large group of
species. A much less sturdy toadstool species was seen by John Goodspeed in his garden
yesterday - two of the tiny Coprinus plicatilis (Japanese umbrella) toadstools whose caps are so thin
as to be translucent. Interestingly he found the two with one under each bird feeder though I doubt
the toadstools are connected with the bird food - though they might well have been encouraged by
bird droppings (many coprinus species are associated with dung)
FRI 8 SEP
The remains of a group of vandalised Giant Puffballs on the top of Budds Mound this afternoon were a
reminder to look out for these in places where they are left to grow to full size. Another sad sight was
of a squashed Hedgehog in Mill Lane at Langstone – I wonder if it was a female leaving dependent
young to die? Hopefully any young are independent by now and are finding their own food.
THU 7 SEP
After meeting some friends holidaying near Winchester we decided to have lunch at The Bush at

Ovington and then walk beside the Itchen, expecting little wildlife on a dull day. We were all
delighted to see four Water Voles, two from each of the bridges at the start and end of the riverside
walk. At each bridge there was on very tame vole sitting in the open and eating non-stop with four
humans in full view less than ten yards away, talking and looking hard at it. The other two voles were
more shy and I did not see any of them swim. Nearer home, and in a more urban setting, Richard
Bishop saw two Water Voles in the Ems where it runs below the Emsworth gasholder.
MON 4 SEP
A water vole survey along the banks of the River Ems flowing through Brook Meadow at Emsworth this
morning discovered 12 burrows and sighted at least one Water Vole - an excellent start to the work
of the new Brook Meadow conservation group
WEEK 35 AUG 28 – SEP 3
BIRDS:

SUN 3 SEP
Bob Chapman had good weather for his Farlington Marshes day-list today, getting a reasonable score
of 64 species seen from just one spot (overlooking the lake) and excluding other birds elsewhere on
the reserve or out in the harbour. Plenty of people passed by during the day, seeing the growing list
of species on the board, having a look at the birds through the reserve's own telescope, and taking
literature inviting them to join the Wildlife Trust. One piece of paper which I took away was a check
list of all 293 birds known to have been seen within the current boundary of the area managed by the
Langstone Harbour Board (i.e. including the shoreline land). Only one bird (Pallas Sand Grouse
seen in 1889) was an ancient record - the others have all been seen since 1970 (Cirl Bunting bred
annually in the bushes at Farlington until 1973 and there was a last singing male on Portsdown in
1975). In the couple of hours that I was at the reserve I saw my first autumn Wigeon, watched a
great exhibition of aerobatics by a juvenile Peregrine (it failed to kill but an adult was seen flying off
with prey), and learnt a new bird call which came once or twice from what Bob assured me was a
Cetti's Warbler in the reeds. The call is like a much speeded up ticking of a Robin and could be
mistaken for a Wren.
...... While at Farlington I asked Bob Chapman about the number of Egrets heading west to roost on
recent evenings and he told me that up to 109 had been seen heading from Langstone Harbour to
Portsmouth Harbour at dusk recently. He also assured me that some or all of them were spending
the night in the trees on Horsea Island (and if over 100 birds are going there from Langstone Harbour
there are likely to be others coming from other directions so we could be talking of a roost similar in
size to that on Thorney Island). This is of course purely speculation based on what Bob Chapman
told me. Bob also surprised me by mentioning a Grey Heronry at Southwick to the north of
Portsdown - the Birds of Hampshire indicates a Heronry there prior to 1970 (along with a couple of
other heronry sites in the Wickham area) but I thought all these had been abandoned prior to 1986 may be they are in use again?
...... Another comment from Bob Chapman which may be of general interest concerns Black Necked
Grebe. Up to now I had the impression that two of them had been in Langstone Harbour throughout
the summer and a different bird had been see fairly regularly off the Lymington coast (once popping
over to the mouth of the Hamble). Bob told me today that (a) one of the Langstone Harbour birds
has an injured wing and cannot fly, (b) he thinks that the second bird at Langstone is also the one
seen at Pennington (and thinks that when all the bird records reach John Clark the dates of sightings
will help to confirm that all the sightings could have been of one bird) and (c) a third bird has recently
arrived in Langstone Harbour. Other information from Bob was that this year only one female Yellow
Wagtail stayed at the Marshes to nest, and her nest was flooded out by torrential rain so no young
were raised. Finally, a total of 23 Whinchat present on the Marshes yesterday was down to 15 or
less today.
I see that there were three Buzzards over Hangleton in Hove today (presumably more of Tony Wilson's
garden birds) and I am pretty sure that Bob Chapman told me that one of the less expected birds
seen at Farlington Marshes today was a Buzzard, and I see that there was one over Titchfield Haven
yesterday, so they are returning from the low profile they have kept during the breeding season.
Last Thursday (Aug 31) one was circling low over Huckswood (Idsworth) and calling loudly for some

time, giving me the impression that it was trying to persuade a youngster to take its first flight from a
nest in the wood (where I have heard similar calls on other recent visits to Old Idsworth Farm)
Brian Fellows was on the north west Thorney seawall today and found more than 50 Coot on the Little
Deeps where the pair of Swans is still keeping company with their seven cygnets (other families are
starting to split up). Somewhere near the Great Deeps he found the headless corpse of a Cormorant
and wonders if it might have been severed by a Peregrine (does anyone have any thoughts on this
possibility). Two ideas that occur to me are firstly that the head might have been taken by a fox from
a corpse already dead, and secondly that the bird might have become trapped in fishing nets and cut
by fisherman as the easiest way to extricate the bird from the net without further damage to the net (I
have been told this is common practice with birds like Guillemots) - I can't imagine a Peregrine
thinking that a Cormorant looked good to eat but you never know!
News on the SOS website today includes a report of the first Short Eared Owl seen at Selsey and of a
Black Tern at Chichester's Ivy Lake today and a juvenile Little Gull, a male Ruddy Duck, another
Black Tern plus very many Sand Martins seen there by Andrew Howard last Thursday (Aug 31). On
that day Andrew found 7 Ruff and 1 Spotshank at Sidlesham Ferry pool and 20 Yellow Wagtail with
4 Greenshank, 2 Little Stint, a Curlew Sandpiper and a female Redstart all at Church Norton. Others
saw a Razorbill off Selsey east beach on Sep 2 which seems to have been the last day for the
Wryneck in the Bill House garden.
SAT 2 SEP
Trevor Carpenter found 34 Wigeon had returned to Cams Bay (at the mouth of Fareham Creek) when
he was there today - they must have arrived in the last few days as he was there at the beginning of
this week and saw none. Over at Warsash Nick Mills saw two Wigeon fly in off the sea to Hook
Scrape last Sunday (Aug 27) - 5 Yellow Wagtail also flew in. At Cams Bay Trevor was surprised to
see no Godwits but he did have 1 Whimbrel, a Greenshank and a Sparrowhawk. Other news from
Nick Mills is of a sizable gathering of Canada Geese at Titchfield Haven where the flock of Black
Tailed Godwits is starting to build.
David Thelwell made an incomplete survey of the River Test between Romsey and Stockbridge during
July and August and found 15 Pochard broods and 24 families of Tufted Duck - there were also 2
displaying Ruddy Duck males with no females seen and a single pair of breeding Great Crested
Grebe. This seems to indicate a much higher number of breeding Pochard in the county than is
indicated by the bird reports.
On Aug 30 Stephen Harwood saw a small brown raptor, slightly bigger than a Thrush, pursue a flock of
finches into his garden at Catheringon (backing onto the Down) but leave without prey. He asks what
the raptor might be and it sounds very like a Merlin to me (probably a juvenile rather than an adult
female). I thought it might be a bit early for these to return but I see that Birds of Hampshire says that
the first return in late August or early September and this one would be bang on cue in very suitable
habitat. Today at Forestside David Parker saw two Hobbies circling for 5 minutes high over his
garden (where one has been seen pursuing Swallows more than once recently). David is sure one
of the two was an adult but could not tell if the other was a young bird. Another Hobby was at
Titchfield Haven today where they are a regular sight.
Paul Winter was at the Lower Test reserve today and saw (in addition to the Sandpipers, Snipe and
Kingfisher) 2 Tree Pipits and a juvenile Pied Flycatcher
The Havant Wildlife Group were at Milton Common in Southsea today to see an escaped blue Budgie
(not the real reason for their visit) and also saw a single Spotted Flycatcher and two Whinchat. A
Cetti's Warbler was calling and the pair of Swans which nested here were without their cygnets for
the first time.
FRI 1 SEP
Reports of late Swifts are still reaching me - Andrew Howard had three outside the window of his home
at Petworth on Aug 30 but Norman Hunt has the latest so far over his Winchester garden this
morning. Norman also had a garden Hobby on Aug 31 but Andrew is now finding very few summer
birds in the fields and hedges around his home. Neither of these two saw Yellow Wagtails but Steve
Keen had more than a dozen in the Pennington area on Aug 31 when Trevor Carpenter saw 4 on
Thorney Island.
I have not heard of any more Osprey sightings since Aug 29 but Colin Law reminds me that those who
want to keep in touch with these birds can follow their travels on the special Osprey website at

www.ospreys.org.uk/AWOP/Update.htm (this is a different address to the one we used last year).
The only new bird on the block in Hampshire today is a Spotted Crake about which there have been
conflicting reports on the pagers but it is worth keeping an eye open for one at Titchfield Haven
(where it was reported) and at Farlington Marshes (where they are a regular autumn event).
Yesterday there were 3 Garganey, 2 Honey Buzzards and a Marsh Harrier at Rye and a Black
Necked Grebe at Pett Pools, with the Selsey Wryneck still lurking in a private garden, but here in
Hampshire we only have the Bittern and Spoonbill at Titchfield Haven.
Steve Keen walked the Pennington/Keyhaven shore from Normandy to Milford this morning and listed
84 species among which I see were 17 Wigeon, reminding me to keep my eyes open for these duck
which I have not yet seen this autumn. Other wildfowl were 60 Teal, 23 Shoveler and 2 Pintail, and
among the waders were 119 Blackwit, 99 Redshank, 82 Grey Plover, 53 Ringed Plover, 49 Dunlin,
21 Greenshank, 28 Turnstone and 8 Snipe. Other water birds were 15 Egret and 11 Heron, 5 or 6
Kingfisher and 1 Water Rail. Surprisingly Steve only saw single Common and Sandwich Terns but
there were 24 Gannet offshore and a single adult Yellow Legged Gull at Sturt Pond. 305 Swallows,
53 Sand Martin and 9 House Martin went over, and among the ground based birds one of two
Blackcaps was singing and single Whinchat, Redstart, Chiffchaff , Reed and Sedge Warblers were
seen with 9 Wheatear and a male Peregrine.
THU 31 AUG
Trevor Carpenter took a walk around Thorney Island today, seeing at least 26 Eider distantly to the
south of Pilsey today. While it is not unusual to see Eider in any month of the year the only ones I
have heard of this summer have been the 9 regularly seen off Pennington (after being off
Hook/Warsash on Apr 23), and one immature male seen off Sandy Point by Alistair Martin on May 5.
This new group may have been lurking in Chichester Harbour for some time but this is the first I have
heard of them. Trevor also saw one Brent goose, and I know that a small group of these have been
summering in the Thorney Channel where I saw 14 together on Aug 16 though no one else has
mentioned them. Five Wheatear and the 4 Yellow Wagtail mentioned above were the only other
birds on Trevor's list. If you are thinking of walking round Thorney you might like to be aware that the
public path from the Thornham Lane/Main Road junction through Marina Farm to the east seawall is
currently blocked, leaving you with the alternatives of walking north up Main Road and going down
the Marina approach road and throught the marina area to the seawall (this is all public paths), or
climbing the gates at either end of the track (created by the NRA to get vehicles to the seawall)
starting opposite Thornham Lane - you should not get stopped if going this way but it is not a public
right of way and you have to climb the gates. Hopefully the path through the farm will be re-instated.
WED 30 AUG
The SOS website has sightings for today and yesterday of Whinchat, Whitethroat, Redstart, Wheatear
and Spotted Flycatcher as well as the Wryneck at Selsey. Those which caught my eye as interesting
were one of a Wood Warbler seen today at Cissbury Ring by Mike Hall and of a Pied Flycatcher at
Hollingbury Camp, Brighton, yesterday. At Cissbury Mike Hall also had two Lesser Whitethroat
which I seem to have omitted to mention for Monday when the pager news included one at
Farlington Marshes along with a Garden Warbler and Little Stint.
John Chapman found a Bank Holiday crowd of around 50 Egrets in the Wade Court trees at high tide on
Monday (Aug 28), close to the peak numbers seen there last autumn, but both he and I are surprised
that this seems to have been a one off event - there were only 15 there at the same time on the
following day and while I have been half expecting to see large numbers back in those trees I think
the most I have seen in fairly frequent recent visits is 10 of them. Once more the erratic behaviour of
these birds leaves us puzzled. Other news fromJohn Chapman is of one or two Wood Sandpiper
and some Curlew Sandpiper at Sidlesham Ferry Pool last evening (Aug 29)
Brian Fellows was also surprised yesterday (Aug 29) to find 117 Swans at Emsworth, easily surpassing
his recent record count of 96 birds. Earlier in the day he had been in Portsmouth and found 22
Swans back at the Canoe Lake with another 3 at Baffins Pond where both Mallard and Tufted Duck
had newly hatched ducklings The 35 Canada and 12 Barnacle Geese were still there with
other.regulars including 110 adult Mallard. Today Brian was back on the Emsworth shore counting
174 Black Tailed Godwit, 7 of them colour ringed (but none of these new to the area). Also today he
found the Peter Pond Swan pair had given their four cygnets the slip for the first time, no doubt very
happy to let them fend for themselves.

News of Stansted Forest comes tonight from three sources. First David Parker, who lives in Forestside
backing on to the northern fringe of the woods, was pleased to see the first Spotted Flycatcher in his
garden on Saturday (Aug 26). Numerous other birds which visit the garden seem to have had a
good breeding season. One visitor that is now a regular is a Hobby and while David has not seen
more than one adult he believes it probably has a family somewhere in the Stansted estate and
thinks my observation of one calling excitedly in the East Park (see Aug 27) may well have been 'his
bird' interacting with its family. Alan Cokes made a complete circuit of the Forest on Monday (getting
caught by the midday shower which may have been light on the coast but pinned him down for an
hour). Among many birds seen were a family group of 5 Spotted Flycatcher and what he names as
a Willow Tit in larches over the road from Forestside church. I have yet to see a Willow Tit this year
though I have in the past found them in the east Forest not far from this point, and as Alan does not
mention any identifying feature to distinquish it from a Marsh Tit I would not want to raise anyone's
hopes of seeing one there. By far the most convincing proof of identity is the very nasal call of the
Willow Tit and I intend to go and have a listen there in the near future. Finally John Goodspeed was
passing Brickkiln Pond on the southern edge of the Forest yesterday (Aug 29) and did hear the
distinctive 'klee, klee, klee' call of a Green Sandpiper to prove its presence (Brickkiln pond is well
stocked with fish and it usually attracts one or more Osprey visits at this time of year). Going back to
David Parker he also recorded a Tawny Owl whose distinctive voice was heard during the day, and
Alan Cokes had a Buzzard over the Queens Inclosure in Waterlooville before he went to Stansted.
Trevor Carpenter is well known for his stamina as a long distance walker and I see that he enjoyed a
stroll of at least 20km (12 or 13 miles) for his Bank Holiday treat, starting from Bursledon, heading
down the Hamble to Hook, then following the shore to Titchfield Haven before heading inland to
Titchfield Village (probably quite grateful for a lift home to Fareham from there). 7 out of 8 Egrets
which he saw were along the banks of the Hamble below the Wendleholme woods, and this
reminded me of the 'funny juvenile Egret' seen there by Peter Morrison this summer - at the time I
thought it an odd place for a juvenile to be on one of its first outings unless it had just come from a
nest in the neighbouring trees ... When he reached the Solent shore at Hook Trevor not only saw half
a dozen Yellow Wagtail and four Whinchat but also his first 5 Wigeon of the autumn (Wigeon are not
yet back at Cams Bay on Fareham Creek according to Trevor). One Whimbrel was on the Chilling
shore and a Greenshank was in the flooded pool at the extreme north end of the Titchfield reserve
and besides birds Trevor enjoyed 17 Clouded Yellows and 'hundreds' of dragonflies.
Pager news for the past two days includes a report of a Razorbill off Titchfield Haven on Tuesday (Aug
29) when there were 4 Black Terns and an Arctic Skua around the reserve area, and a report from
Cheesefoot Head (east of Winchester on the Petersfield road) on Monday (Aug 28) told of sightings
of a Goshawk, Hobby and four Turtle Doves
A couple more recent Swift sightings have been brought to my attention. Paul Beckett saw one at
Pagham on Sunday (Aug 27) when he saw the Bee Eater already reported and Kevin Stouse had
one over the A27 near Farlington Marshes on Monday (Aug 28). I have also heard of Wryneck at
both Selsey (in the Bill House garden today - Aug 30) and another at the Lower Test reserve
yesterday (Aug 29) when there were still two at Farlington.
A juvenile Osprey was over the south west of Thorney Island yesterday (Aug 29) in mid-morning and
later in the day a juvenile Marsh Harrier flew over the east end of the Great Deeps. Both sightings
were by Barry Collins who commented that it was fairly late in the season for the arrival of the first
Osprey. Hopefully this one will stay around and be joined by others in the near future though it is
perhaps unlikely that we will be as lucky as we were last year when one Osprey was seen at Thorney
occasionally from May 17 through the summer, two were I think present from Aug 12 through to
September when five of them were seen for a few days starting on Sep 22. The last Thorney
sighting was I think on Oct 12 but there were two December sightings at Needs Ore Point so it is not
too late for people to see several Osprey this year.
I was at Broadmarsh while the tide was still high today and noticed a good number of waders (I think
mostly Turnstone) roosting on the boats moored offshore. While watching them a group of 11
Shelduck, all juveniles, flew in the from the open harbour and landed on the water, and up at the A27
end of Chalk Dock I had a good view of a Kingfisher perched on a rock at the waters edge before
flying low over the water in front of me and probably heading for the culvert which opens into the
harbour in Chalk Dock corner near the gate into Farlington Marshes. Before all this I was watching a

cloud of Swallows skimming the water and long grass at the southern end of the old IBM playing
fields when I heard and then saw a single Yellow Wagtail (I did not go along the shore to check out
the cattle on the South Moors proper but there may well have been a little flock of these Wagtails
there). Up on Budds Mound I looked down on the flock of Little Grebe on the inner pool and counted
13 of them today. Two Swans were back on the pools and both Teal and Shoveler were present in
small numbers and I just glimpsed a cluster of newly hatched Tufted Ducklings at the end of one of
the islands in the seaward pool before they vanished behind it. Just one Common Sandpiper was
present.
TUE 29 AUG
On Aug 19 I passed on news from Barry Collins that the count of the Thorney Island Egret roost he had
made on the previous night (Aug 18) was then only 246 when he was expecting it to exceed the
similar count made in Aug 1999 which gave a record score of 281. Last night (Aug 28) Barry made
another count giving an even lower figure of 157. Clearly the number of Egrets present along our
shores has not diminished to that extent and it seems that the reason for reduced numbers roosting
on Thorney must be that the Egrets are using other roosts. Two pieces of information that Barry has
on this subject are first that the Egrets he sees coming to roost nowadays all arrive from the east and
second that he has heard that up to 60 Egrets have been seen heading west over Farlington
Marshes on recent evenings, implying that a good many birds that used to go to Thorney are now
going west to Portsmouth Harbour (or possibly beyond)
At around 2pm yesterday (Aug 28) a large rain cloud passed over Thorney Island, blocking the route of
any high flying birds, and at about the same time Barry Collins saw a juvenile Montagu's Harrier
flying east low over Thorney Island - had the storm cloud not passed the bird might well have passed
un-noticed high overhead.
I was at the Hayling Oysterbeds this morning when the tide was almost high and the last waders were
settling down to sit it out on the outer walls where they can now roost undisturbed by the fishermen
and dog-walkers of previous years. There were none of the smokey clouds of Dunlin that we will see
there in winter months but the variety of waders is beginning to grow - twenty Grey Plover showing
their black armpits as they flew along the bund wall, forty Ringed Plover making their quiet musical
notes as they flew in different directions low over the water, uncertain of the best place to pitch, a
dozen Turnstone sweeping in from the harbour, chattering to themselves but landing with no
hesitation at their preferred spot, and the odd Dunlin mixed with the other groups. The Redshank
had probably already settled on the outside of the walls where they cannot be seen from the shore
and the Oystercatcher were probably all in the dense crowd of several hundred on the shore of
Round Nap island in the distance. To complete the picture there were a couple of Cormorant
standing boldly on the outer wall (another 15 on Round Nap) with three Egrets hoping for food in the
water at the base of the wall, a family of Sandwich Tern fishing in the pools and feeding a very noisy
juvenile, and some 25 Great Crested Grebe on the water south of the Oysterbeds.
To add to the list of August Swift sightings that I gave yesterday I heard today that at least one had been
over South Hayling on Aug 24, and also that the reeling of a Grasshopper Warbler had been heard in
Rosemary Webb's garden there on Aug 26.
MON 28 AUG
First hand news from Bob Chapman this evening confirms that two Wryneck were still at Farlington
Marshes today along with 25+ Whinchat, 4 Redstart, a Tree Pipit and much more. On the lake there
were 16 Curlew Sandpiper, 2 Ruff and a Little Stint.
Colin Bates had a good walk along the Itchen north from Bishopstoke to Brambridge yesterday morning
(Aug 27) seeing a Common Sandpiper, 2 Kingfisher, more than 60 Goldfinch, a female Whinchat
and both Buzzard and Hobby. The item that caught my eye in his list of sightings was of 3 Swifts after the general departure of our resident birds at the beginning of August there is usually a trickle of
sightings throughout this month and into September but this year I have seen none since Aug 6 and
the only sightings I have heard of were of 3 still over Emsworth on Aug 7, a few over Cosham on Aug
12/13 and some over Farlington Marshes on the evening of Aug 16. Maybe people have not
mentioned their sightings, or maybe the northern birds which seem to stay longer than ours in the
south have still to pass us.

Keith Vokes tells us that this morning Pennington Marshes both looked and smelt dreadful. If anyone
unfamiliar with their present state is thinking of visiting they should be aware that all the pools are
bone dry as a result of gravel extraction at Manor Farm north of the marshes. English Nature, the
Environment Agency, Hampshire County Council, etc are all working to stop further damage but it
seems that as the gravel extraction has been carried out without the appropriate measures to control
its effect on the water table the new pits have drained the marshes. The pools on the marshes could
be refilled from the sea but this would hide the effect of the gravel extraction and make it more
difficult to prove the damage that is being done and achieve a permanent solution to the problem.
Letting seawater in would also damage the ecology of the saline lagoons - possibly more than
having them dry out. After that bit of background today's news from Keith is that there were two
Spoonbill in pools near Keyhaven that are less affected and there was a light coloured Wheatear
near Lower Pennington which >> showed every characteristic of an Isabelline Wheatear <<
Moira Doherty was at Farlington Marshes yesterday (Aug 27) and remarked on the departure of three
Little Egret which all headed west rather than east at dusk. One went south west and the other two
followed the line of Portscreek towards Portsmouth Harbour, reminding me that last summer also the
word from the Marshes was that their Egrets (up to 20) always went west to roost.
Back on Aug 14 and 15 I mentioned reports of Herons eating birds and today on HOSLIST John Eyre
adds to those reports with a fascinating tale dating back to the early 1970s when he lived near the
Dee estuary in Cheshire. John recalls a particularly high tide which flushed many Water Rails from
the marshes to whatever dry ground they could find, and numbers of them took refuge under cars
parked on the seafront or flew to nearby rooftops. The Herons knew what was going to happen and
arranged themselves in a cordon at the edge of the marsh, making short work of catching and
swallowing many of these birds as they fled the rising water. John remembers personally seeing
three Herons with Rails in their beaks...
The SOS website has a bundle of news for this past weekend among which is a sighting of a Bee Eater
flying in off the sea at Church Norton then flying on towards Bognor (anywhere with a B in its name
sounds good to a hungry Bee Eater). That was at midday on Sunday (Aug 27) when a Knot and two
Sanderling were in Pagham Harbour along with half a dozen Whimbrel, up to 10 Greenshank and
more than 6 Curlew Sandpiper with Common and Green Sands, a Kingfisher and 4 Wheatear. At
Sidlesham Ferry pool there were 20+ Yellow Wagtail, a Ruff, a Sedge Warbler plus Common and
Green Sand and at Church Norton there were 4 or 5 Spotted Flycatcher and a juvenile Redstart
behind the church hide.
......Seawatching news from Sussex includes a Balearic Shearwater close inshore at Brighton marina
yesterday morning (Aug 27) and 2 Arctic Skuas in the evening while the previous day (Aug 26)
brought a juvenile Long Tailed Skua past Brighton marina in the evening with Bonxie, Arctic Skua,
350 Gannets, 50 Sandwich and 40 Common Terns plus 3 Shags. On that afternoon there were 2
Arctic Terns and 2 Arctic Skuas off Southwick (next to Shoreham).
......Elsewhere in Sussex there was a Wryneck in Sheepcote valley on the eastern edge of Brighton on
Aug 27 (the Semi Palmated Sandpiper still at Rye today), and Tony Wilson continues to have good
garden birds at Hangleton, north of Hove .. after the Marsh Harrier and Pied Flycatcher on Aug 24 he
had Garden, Willow and Reed Warbler with Whitethroat on Aug 26 and a Firecrest plus 4 Willow
Warblers on Aug 27
PLANTS:

SUN 3 SEP
The Hants Flora indicates that Sea Barley is very rare and in recent years had only been found at three
sites in the county - Farlington Marshes, south west Hayling (Sinah) and Dibden Bay. I have often
looked for it but until today never found it so I was delighted to suddenly find a clump of it at my feet
as I walked back from the lake along the seawall towards the carpark. The habitat (almost bare soil
on the seawall), the form of the plant (a small clump of stems running outwards from the centre then
turning sharply up with the tip of the inflorescence only 6cm from the ground), and the structure of
the inflorescence (under 3 cm in total with the spreading spikelets having three almost equal florets
with long awns spreading more with age) all confirmed its identity and if anyone else wants to see
this plant they should go to the main reserve entrance then take the first gate onto the seawall and
look at the inner edge of the seawall concrete only a little (less than 20 yards?) south of the gate.

Before making this chance find I had been talking to Geoff Farwell who gave me more detail on
where to look for the Finger Grass he found near the main rail station last year (and which should be
flowering now if it is there). His directions were to start where the walkway from Guildhall Square
comes out on Isambard Brunel Road opposite the station, turn left and walk under the railway bridge
and then look on the left before reaching a way into Victoria Park. You should find an ornamental
flower bed in the roadside pavement area here and the grass was growing from cracks in the
brickwork at the back of this flowerbed. Geoff is not certain of its exact identity as the referee to
whom he took a specimen said it was intermediate between Smooth and Hairy Finger Grass
(Digitaria ischaemum and D. sanguinalis)
SAT 2 SEP
I have been looking at the omnipresent Ivy for the past couple of weeks watching its flowerheads
change from tight single balls to a cluster of smaller balls on stems but it was not until last Thursday
(Aug 31) that I found an ivy covered wall swarming with bees and other insects and saw that the
sticky-looking yellow florets were open on many flower heads (that was at Old Idsworth Farm) and
today I found one more place on Butser Hill where flowers had opened. Even if you are not excited
by these flowers they are an excellent place for insect watching and will of course provide ripe
berries in the spring at a time when the birds are much in need of food. One other plant worth a
mention this week is the Sea Buckthorn which I do not find attractive except for a short spell at this
time of year when the fresh berries on it are a lovely orange/yellow colour (I saw the first of these on
Wednesday - Aug 30 - this week)
A longish walk around the Butser Hill (south side) today found a marvellous display of Hairbells on the
short grass near the hill top, and at the site of the original Ancient Farm (below Oxenbourne Down,
over the road from the QE Park centre) there was a great mass of pink flowered Soapwort on show
(just one plant had white flowers). Among other unexpected plants here there were several varieties
of Mint which I would be foolish to name from a chance glance but I think they included both the hairy
and glabrous forms of Spearmint. I read that the new Ancient Farm site (under the Chalton Windmill
Hill off the road from the A3 to Chalton Village) may still have Thorow-wax (Bupleurum rotundifolium)
growing where seed was sown some years ago - I must try to see this plant which I gather looks a bit
like Yellow-wort (having oval leaves pierced centrally by the stem) but is of course an umbellifer.
WED 30 AUG
In Havant yesterday I met Geoff Farwall by chance and he told me of a grass which he had seen by the
roadside at Forty Acres (the area immediately west of the big roundabout underneath the southern
end of the A3M just before it meets the A27) when cycling from Farlington towards Havant. The
grass had several highly distinctive features but at that time he had not yet identified it - it was not
much more than 30cm high, had very broad leaves with hairy sheaths and underside midribs and a
very open and delicate panicle of flowers somewhat reminiscent of Tufted Hairgrass. After meeting
Geoff Gwynne and Nigel Johnson appeared on the scene and as the grass was not far off their route
home they had a good look at it, and this morning Gwynne told me it is almost certainly Panicum
capillare (Witches Grass) and a rather unusual find. If anyone wants to see it the map reference is
SU 694060 and you should park in the small section of Bedhampton Hill Road which connects the
main Havant Road to Glebe Park Avenue, then walk back west past the field entrance and large
road sign. The grass is right at the edge of the road alongside a metal drain cover some ten yards
west of the big road sign.
...... As well as identifying the Panicum Gwynne also gave me a name for the mystery grass I found by
the main reception lake at the IBM North Harbour site - the name is Miscanthus oligostachys and it is
an ornamental grass from Japan that is becoming popular in this country. The plants at IBM were no
doubt planted as part of the formal gardening but it is nevertheless comforting to have a name for
such an attractive plant.

INSECTS:

SUN 3 SEP
I saw few butterflies today but while at the Farlington Marshes lake in the afternoon I watched one
normal Clouded Yellow fly by and then saw another come over the seawall and seem to turn into a

Small White as it momentarily landed but reverted to a yellow butterfly as it took off and again
showed its underwings. I had not realised before that it is only the upper wing of the females of this
form which is pale. Over on Thorney Island today Brian Fellows saw more than ten Clouded Yellow
near the Great Deeps with another 2 in Emsworth's Brook Meadow.
SAT 2 SEP
I recently expressed surprise on hearing of many Short Winged Coneheads being found in a dry
downland area - previously I had thought of them as insects of the coastal marshes which is where I
normally see them. Today however I came on an unmistakeable example of a female (its ovipositor
shape making identification certain) at the foot of Butser Hill, and since then I have been told by one
who knows these things that they are to be found in almost equal numbers in damp and dry places.
At Catherington Down Stephen Harwood could find no Meadow Brown today (I saw several on Butser
Hill) and few Common Blue plus Brimstone and Clouded Yellow.
At Milton Common in Portsmouth the Havant Wildlife Group saw a Small Copper, a Comma and a
Clouded Yellow and found Cinnabar caterpillars on Ragwort. Over in Sussex there were 14 Clouded
Yellow at Cuckmere and a late Emperor dragonfly near Crawley where a Roesel's Bush Cricket was
heard reeling just like a Grasshopper Warbler.
The August report for Rye Harbour lists some of the moths seen there during the past month, including
the first ever Scarce Hook-tip at this reserve. Pale Grass Eggar were present in record numbers but
only a few Vestal, 3 Jersey Tigers and Lunar Thorn, Bloxworth Snout and Pinion Streaked Snout
FRI 1 SEP
Clouded Yellows and Painted Ladies have been seen in many places recently but Trevor Carpenter
has recorded a special tick on his home and garden list for a Painted Lady which he had to remove
from his bath today (if it was trying to get out of the rain it chose the wrong place to go). This butterfly
was luckier than the last two insects I have had to put out of the bath - both were dead Oak Bush
Crickets. Yesterday Brian Fellows had a Clouded Yellow in his garden and also saw four of them,
and one Painted Lady, in the Emsworth Brook Meadow. Also on Aug 31 Trevor Carpenter had 6
Clouded Yellow on Thorney, someone saw 7 at Cuckmere Haven, and Steve Keen had 7 Clouded
Yellow and 3 Painted Ladies in the Lymington area, while on Aug 30 Adrian Martin had more than 20
Clouded Yellow and 1 Painted Lady at Kingley Vale.
Other butterflies of interest were 2 very fresh Commas at Emsworth Brook Meadow on Aug 31 and
another two seen by Adrian Martin at Kingley Vale on Aug 30. Adrian remarks that he was at first
confused by the small size of a Common Blue at Kingley Vale and almost fell into the trap of equating
small size and blue colour with Small Blue but he is aware that although Small Blue give a faint
impression of blue in flight their upper wings are what I would call black - the underside is blue but
very different from a Common Blue having only a few tiny black dots (as Holly Blue). Another blue
butterfly which is not blue on the upperside is Brown Argus and here the problem (which I faced with
three or four examples seen at Idsworth yesterday) is that the brown form of the female Common
Blue can be virtually indistinguishable from Brown Argus - all that convinced me I was seeing
Common Blue and not Brown Argus, despite the wholly brown upper wings and prominent orange
crescents fringing all wings, was that the body of the butterfly had a bluish tinge (with maybe a hint of
blue at the bases of the wings). I could not get a view of the underwings but it would have had to be
a good close view to pick out the absence of one major spot on the rear wing near the body and the
arrangement of two of the minor dots to form a colon. At Kingley Vale Adrian had a single Chalkhill
Blue and many Speckled Wood, Small White and Meadow Brown (to which I would add several
Gatekeeper still out at Idsworth). At both places several Red Admiral were still out.
WED 30 AUG
Although I was only out for an hour or so today I was quite surprised to find no Clouded Yellows near
the shore, though I did note three separate Painted Ladies. Proof that they are still around comes
from Mike Hall who saw more than 20 at Cissbury Ring in Sussex today and from Trevor
Caperpenter who saw 17 in the Warsash area yesterday.
TUE 29 AUG
Barry Collins told me this morning that he had found at least three Vestal moths on Thorney Island
yesterday (Aug 28) and today on Hayling I saw one of the Silver Y moths that are normally abundant
through each summer but which seem to have been in short supply this year. Vestal Moths are also

migrants whose numbers vary from year to year and I understood Barry to say they are day flying
grassland moths (the caterpillar feeds on things like Knotgrass, Dock or Chamomile). They are only
about the size of a Small Skipper but very pale (almost white) with a very distinctive pink straight line
running diagonally across each forewing from the tip. Clouded Yellows are definitely not in short
supply - I had more than six during my cycle trip to Hayling (one of them flying past the library in Elm
Grove, the others along the west shore), and was told of one in an Emsworth garden. In rough grass
on Hayling I easily found half a dozen Wasp Spiders and noticed the first orb web of a Garden Cross
spider that will soon be a very common sight
MON 28 AUG
Mark Litjens spent much of Saturday and Sunday in search of butterflies and dragonflies, starting at
Needs Ore point on Saturday morning (Aug 26) with a list that included 39 Clouded Yellows (3 of
them Helice), 2 Wall Brown, 2 Small Heath and 4 Ruddy Darter. He also noted 32 Migrant Hawkers
and 8 Common Darter as well as 5 Common Blue, 3 Small Copper, Speckled Wood and Red
Admiral. On Sunday (Aug 27) he went first to Bratley pools in the New Forest (SU 222096 - near
Bratley Plain, 300 metres west of Slufters Enclosure and 300 metres south of the Linwood road).
After waiting for the air to warm he found 2 Black Darter with Common Darter, Emperor dragonfly
and Common Blue plus Emerald Damselflies. On the heath nearby there was one Clouded Yellow
and several Grayling still to be seen (with eyes trained to spot them despite their camouflage and the
shadowless positioning of their wings), From here he went on to Martin Down where there were
plenty of Adonis and Chalkhill Blues, abundant Meadow Browns, 10 Small Tortoiseshell and a
supporting cast of 7 each of Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow, 6 Brown Argus, 3 Small Heath and
single Small Copper and Red Admiral (are numbers of Red Admirals starting to diminish at last?)
Rob Edmunds also found many Grayling still out at Fleet yesterday and was mildly surprised to find
them so late in the season (though I see from recent butterfly reports that the last are usually not
seen until mid-September). Rob found 20 of them near the Tweseldown racecourse immediately to
the east of Fleet where he also saw two Painted Ladies and three Silver Y moths
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 3 SEP
Colin Allen was birding at Dibden Bay today and was very surprised to come on a Seal pup marooned
on a concrete barge near the Westminster dredging yard. On seeing him it began to panic so he
beat a hasty retreat as there was an 8 foot drop onto rocks on all sides of the barge - the pup (or its
mother) had presumably landed there at high tide and the pub was marooned for six hours or more
until the tide rose again sufficiently for it to rejoin its mother (or she to come back to the pup)
THU 31 AUG
Richard Bishop, a member of the newly formed Brook Meadow conservation group in Emsworth, saw
two more Water Voles in the River Ems on Bank Holiday Monday (Aug 28). Today Brian Fellows
saw a couple more Trout in the river but no Water Voles
WED 30 AUG
Andy Horton, who runs the BMLSS (British Marine Life Study Society) website, has kindly sent me the
following info about Spider Crabs in response to my piece about Martin Hampton's recent find of one
of their shells on the Hayling west shore. Andy says >> The Spiny Spider Crab, Maja squinado,
comes inshore in sandy areas and can bury itself completely under the sand and will do so in
Sussex. However, it is unlikely to like muddy areas. The peak month is June. It is a reasonably
common event. << If you want to know more have a look at his web page on this creature - go to
http://cbr.nc.us.mensa.org/homepages/BMLSS/spider.htm Andy also raises a question mark over
a report that I published on July 31 passing on news that Lee Marshall had been at Stokes Bay and
seen five Common Dolphin. Andy points out that the Dolphins comonly seen off our shores are
Bottle Nosed Dolphins, though Common Dophins are also possible to see.
TUE 29 AUG
When I was on Hayling today Rosemary Webb showed me a small branch broken off a dead Elder tree
on which were the totally dry remains of several Jew's Ear fungi looking no more substantial than
brown stains on the wood but Rosemary was confident that if it rained these stains would re-inflate to
become healthy brown 'ears' again, standing up and holding themselves away from the branch.
Rosemary bases this expectation on having seen them return from the dead once already.

WEEK 33 AUG 14 – 20
BIRDS:

SUN 20 AUG
Brian Fellows walked along the shore from Emsworth to Langstone and back through the fields today
seeing the inevitable Clouded Yellows (two at Conigar Point) and hearing Robin song on which he
has been doing some research which tells him that this bird, the only species to sing regularly
through the autumn, appears to do so for the pleasure of hearing itself sing (that is not what Brian
says but he does put forward evidence that the song is not effective as a means of establishing and
defending a winter feeding territory nor does it seem to serve any other purpose vital to the bird's
survival). I always understood that both male and female Robins sing now and in the winter to
defend their feeding patch but Brian says that while the bird is singing other Robins regularly sneak
into his patch and feed there, and from my own observations at this time of year most Robins only
sing in the late afternoon when I guess they will have done most of their feeding for the day so I
would agree that the song is either for their pleasure (or possibly for mine - but I don't think Robins
are as altruistic as that!).
Two other bird sightings of interest on Brian’s walk were of a flock of around 70 Goldfinch perched on
the tips of the dead Elms which line the west side of Warblington cemetery, and of a patch of white
feathers nearby which could indicate a strike on a gull by the local Peregrine. Back in Emsworth
Brian counted 93 Swans on and around the Mill Pond and says this is the highest ever August count
he has had there.
Alistair Martin was at Farlington Marshes today and saw 3 Whinchat - the first report to reach me of any
at this site.
The ferry from Portsmouth to Bilbao is well known for both bird and cetacean sightings and if anyone is
thinking of taking a holiday in northern Spain they might be persuaded to make a firm booking after
reading Richard Prior's account of his recent trip and holiday on the SOS website today - well worth
a visit to the site, and as a bonus there is also today a description by Colin Law of how he has
succeeded in attracting notoriously fickle Goldfinch to make his garden a must in their daily itinerary.
He first noticed them feeding on Teazel heads and realised that the seed supply there would soon be
exhausted so he started 're-filling' the Teazel heads by putting what he calls 'Niger seed' on them.
This worked but was time consuming so he set up a seed feeder touching the Teazels and has now
trained the Goldfinch to continue coming to the feeder and bringing their young with them.
Occasional sightings of Black Necked Grebe have been reported from the west Solent off the
Pennington/Keyhaven area through this spring and summer and today David Taylor saw it again. He
also saw a lone Avocet fly by and saw 10 Knot together with 12 Greenshank, 1 Spotshank and 2
Grey Plover
Over in East Sussex today there was an early morning Spoonbill passing over Weir Wood reservoir
(East Grinstead area) at 7:15 am, a Honey Buzzard doing the same at 9 am, and an Osprey seen on
and off during the day. The Semi-Palmated Sandpiper is still at Rye (and two photos of it on the SOS
website) and a Marsh Harrier was seen at Pagham Harbour
Other news from Pagham came today from Alistair Martin who visited the North Walls yesterday and
discovered a day roost of some 20 Egrets in trees half a mile north of the harbour - I guess this is the
roost which I am told is deserted by the Egrets at night when they prefer to sleep at Chichester gravel
pits. Near the day roost a single Greylag was keeping company with four Swans.
SAT 19 AUG
Last year on Aug 16 Barry Collins counted 281 Egrets at the Thorney Island night roost and was
expecting a greater number for this years peak but a full count which he made last night only found
246 (a few years ago we would have thought 246 all in one place in Britain was an incredible
number!). This count does not, by itself, prove that Egret numbers are down this year, and there is
still plenty of time this year for Thorney to beat the 300 mark. It could well be that a substantial
number spent the night elsewhere in some roost or roosts that have not yet been discovered, or that
a number of those that came to Thorney last year have changed their minds and gone east to the
Chichester Gravel Pits or to Oak Park Wood on the Fishbourne channel, or west to Portsmouth
Harbour (I have yet to hear any count of birds that may roost in the Defence Munitions site where

some breed, nor any proof that they do not use the Horsea Island trees at night as well as by day).
Today's pager news was of a Hoopoe at Martin Down but it seems that it did not stay for long.
When I visited the IBM Lake for the July WeBS count I found 199 Canada Geese present for their moult
but today's count produced only 26 of these geese and I wonder which local site has had an influx of
these unwelcome (?) visitors. Barry Collins told me there were more than usual on Thorney Island
but I don't think all of the missing 173 birds are there, nor do I think they will have settled down
anywhere for the winter as yet. In North America they would at this time of year be making a long
distance migration south from northern Canada, and the migratory instinct dies hard in any animal
species - the birds in Britain get thoroughly confused by the urge to be on the move at this time of
year and tend to fly round in circles. This urge to move will still be affecting them in September when
it is quite possible that the IBM Lake will have up to 500. The only unusual birds present today were
25 Lapwings - if they stay here for the winter they will probably centre their activities on Tipner Lake
towards which they headed when I disturbed them. Two Great Crested Grebe were seen (one
looked like a juvenile so possibly this year's two young have survived), and there were close to 100
Mallard but nothing else of significance.
Brian Fellows and the Havant Wildlife Group took their Saturday walk from Prinsted to the Great Deeps
today and saw some if not all of the Canada Geese near the Thorney Deeps - they reckoned there
were about 50 with a small white goose (presumably Snow Goose) among them. Apart from 50
Curlew, a few Oystercatcher and 2 Egrets on the mud and a small flock of Red and Greenshank by
the Deeps, with a Dabchick on the water, there were few birds to be seen but 30 Goldfinch feeding
on Thistle seeds was a good sight and a passer by told them that a Little Owl was often to be seen on
posts beside Prinsted Lane near Thornham Farm (on the road connecting Prinsted to Thornham
Lane)
FRI 18 AUG
Among 102 Black Tailed Godwit feeding on the Emsworth harbour mud this morning Brian Fellows
found one with two colour rings on the top joint of each leg, reminding me that the birds which have
been ringed at their nest sites in Iceland by Pete Potts and others all have four rings arranged two on
each leg (but they should be easily distinquished as the lower right ring is always a Lime green in
that scheme and the birds ringed there recently have all, I think, also been given a spray of colour
dye on parts of the plumage that would normally be white - some on the wings, some under or above
the tail). Some of these Iceland ringed birds have been seen in Hampshire at Pennington and
Titchfield Haven, but none so far in Langstone or Chichester Harbours so if you do see one (or any
colour ringed/dyed wader) do send the full details to Pete Potts (PPotts@compuserve.com ).
Among the other waders were the first three Grey Plover to be seen there by Brian who went on
down to the Thorney Deeps and found, to my relief, that all seven cygnets were still with the Little
Deeps Swan pair (on Aug 9 I could only see two cygnets but there are lots of reeds for them to hide
in). Seven Wheatear and four Common Sandpiper indicate the advancing season and increasing
passage numbers.
The item which caught my eye in today's Sussex news on the SOS website was a report of 14
Whinchat at West Wittering (mouth of Chichester Harbour) among a good list of migrants which
included an unusually large (?) flock of 16 Little Ringed Plover and 5 birds which I would list as 5 BW
using the standard BTO codes but for which others invent their own abbreviations such as Blackwits
or, in this case, Black Tailed Gods (yes, some people do worship them). Most birders would have
first picked out for mention the Pallid Swift which was over a Seaford garden from 8:05 to 8:08 this
morning or the Bluethroat at Rye Harbour (said to be very elusive), and while I would be over the
moon to see either I still prefer the staple diet of birds which I can both see and recognise to those
which are not there when I turn up. Going back to the Whinchat I would have expected there to be a
similar number at Farlington Marshes by mid-August but so far this month only one Whinchat has
come to my knowledge on the Hampshire coast (see Aug 9 for news of one at Hook/Warsash on July
31), and they are not mentioned by Kevin Stouse in his list for his Wednesday evening walk round
Farlington.
Both HOS and SOS sources pass on the good news for potential members of the 400 Club that
membership has suddenly become a little easier with the decision by the British Ornithologists Union
to list three subspecies as full species, and by combining this with yet another change of official
'English' (or 'World Formal') names listers are now presented with five new potential ticks to bring

them closer to the 400 mark. Not only is Green Winged Teal now a tickable species in its own right
but you can also score another point by adding Eurasian Teal to the Common Teal already on your
list. The same goes for the Balearic Shearwater which becomes a species and the Mediterranean
Shearwater is now to be called Yelkouan Shearwater to score another point, Finally our British
Redpolls are now to be recognised (Lesser Redpoll becomes a species) but unfortunately Carduelis
flammea sticks to its old name of Common Redpoll. Along with this news the HOS report tells us that
there is a new (?) BTO web site worth visiting at www.bto.org
Arriving on the Langstone eastern seawall today I looked inland and saw 20 Egrets in the Wade Court
trees and then out over the saltings where I could hear a distant Greenshank but only see some 25
Redshank, a couple of Black Tailed Godwit and some 11 Lapwing in and around the saltings. As I
watched those 11 Lapwing suddenly turned into an airborne flock of 45 with all the other waders and
gulls milling around them and I guessed they had seen a Peregrine which I never spotted. When I
got home this guess was confirmed by a call from Tony Gutteridge to say that Helen had spotted a
Peregrine high over Havant and he had watched with her while it circled with winnowing wings
before closing them and disappearing in a vertical stoop (possibly aimed at Havant's many town
centre feral Pigeons). The best I saw over my garden was a Sparrowhawk (the second seen over
the garden this week) making its way fast west over Havant at midday when I was taking my boots
off after my walk. I did have a couple of other sightings worth noting while out - one was of three
Sand Martins over the South Moors shore and the other was my first glimpse this autumn of a
Kingfisher flying up the Langbrook stream and under the bridge taking the road into the Xyratex site
(I had already spotted a long white splash of bird dropping on the stile overlooking the stream, where
you go onto the seawall, and suspected that a Kingfisher had perched there earlier)
THU 17 AUG
Kevin Stouse led the last of this summer's Havant Wednesday evening nature rambles and headed for
Farlington Marshes where Swifts were in the air among many Swallows and Martins, Bearded Tits
with their young were in the reeds with Sedge and Reed Warblers, and 11 Spotshank with 2 Ruff
were at the lake. More than 20 Teal were back on the lake with a similar number of Blackwits. Both
Green and Common Sandpiper were seen with Dunlin and Redshank plus Ringed Plover and one
solitary Grey Plover out on the mud. A group of 11 Great Crested Grebe were in Russells Lake
running up the east side of the reserve and no doubt more would have been seen had darkness not
fallen on the land and sea. If you want to beat their list of species you may well have a chance to do
so on Sep 3 when Bob Chapman is hoping to organise an all day bird watch on the reserve with a
sightings board so that any casual visitors to the reserve can get an impression of the variety of bird
life which the reserve helps to support. (This event has not yet been formally announced but that
won't stop the birds from attending...)
Peter Morrison last night put out on HOSLIST a good list of birds which he had seen during the day by
the lower reaches of the River Hamble at the Bunny Meadows. One Yellow Legged Gull was the
only uncommon bird but a count of 120 Blackwits, 102 Redshank, 54 Ringed Plover, 26 Turnstone
and 15 Grey Plover is as good as it gets at this time of year - and I haven't mentioned Greenshank,
Whimbrel, Curlew, Lapwing, Common Sandpiper or the gulls and Mallard. Not seen by Peter
yesterday this site will soon also be offering Golden Plover and Kingfisher and much more.
At Titchfield Haven yesterday (Aug 16), according to the pagers, there was a Wood Sandpiper with four
Green Sand and the famous Egyptian Goose.
WED 16 AUG
A walk down the west side of the Cobnor penninsula today discovered 14 Brent on the saltings close to
the Cobnor shore (this is a favourite place with summering Brent in Chichester Harbour but there
may well be others up the Chichester/Fishbourne channel) and near Chidham village I saw a covey
of eight Grey Partridge fly into the cover of newly flowering potato plants. There were four Wheatear
near the point, the odd Greenshank, a couple of Whimbrel, nine Egrets and some ten RInged Plover
with a line of two dozen Cormorant on Stakes Island whose rest was disturbed by a Chinook
helicopter.
Mike Harris saw a couple of Swifts over his garden at Drayton in the Cosham area last weekend (Aug
12 and possibly also 13). No doubt there are a few more to come but these are the first I have heard
of since our residents departed on Aug 6
Hampshire pager news for Tuesday (Aug 15) was of an Osprey heading south west over Sway towards

Milford on sea
The SOS website this evening confirms that the Semi-Palmated Sandpiper was still at Rye Harbour
yesterday (Aug 15) and reports both Balearic and Manx Shearwater plus a Roseate Tern passing
Bexhill (all last Monday Aug 14, when there was a Wood Sandpiper at Sidlesham Ferry Pool). At
Church Norton on Monday there were four Spotted Flycatchers and on Sunday, on the downs just
east of Amberley, there was one Pied and a couple more Spotted Flycatchers. Going back to
Saturday (Aug 12) Pagham Harbour had a Marsh Harrier and two Peregrines and on the Friday (Aug
11) 45 Willow Warbler, 2 Lesser and 15 Common Whitethroat were recorded at Cissbury Ring (just
north of Worthing)
Although a few Grey Plover are usually recorded on the island roost during the June and July counts of
Langstone Harbour few are seen by casual watchers along the shore until this time of year when
they begin to appear, many still in breeding plumage. I see in tonight's messages that Steve Keen
had 58 at Pennington this afternoon and that Brian Fellows saw 22 at the Farlington lake yesterday.
Steve also saw four Water Rails, a Ruff and a Shoveler in the Pennington area while Brian also had
two Ruff and two Water Rails at Farlington with 3 Spotshank and 50 Dunlin, but the sighting which
pleased him most was a family of 6 Bearded Tits. Brian's normal tour of Portsmouth sites found a
Med Gull at the Canoe Lake (not the 02K bird which I'm sure is now dead) and a more normal
population of 144 Mallard at Baffins Pond
TUE 15 AUG
Andrew Howard has been closely observing the birds in and around his garden in the Petworth area of
Sussex for the past seven years and tells me he would like to add his vote in favour of this having
been a good breeding season for the passerines and other garden birds. Back on July 19 he told us
that House Martins had been doing well in his area and the Spotted Flycatcher still came to the area.
During the past two weeks Andrew has seen the following list of juveniles in his garden .. nightingale,
common whitethroat, blackcap, garden warbler, chiffchaff, spotted flycatcher, goldcrest, greenfinch,
goldfinch, greater spotted woodpecker, nuthatch, copious blue and great tits, blackbird, song and
mistle thrushes, barn swallows, house martins, robins. There were also young Long Tailed Tits
earlier in the season. Against this birds on the adjoinding farmland are not all faring so well - he says
>> Linnets seem to have done very well, yellowhammers and skylarks just hold on, cuckoos
disappeared from last year. << Hobby has been seen regularly through the season but there have
been no Buzzards or Red Kites this year.
Peter Morrison adds to the tale of bird eating Herons with an account of how he once saw a Heron at
Titchfield Haven swallow a 'teal sized duck' (it was covered with mud and may have been a young
Mallard).
Another on-going correspondence cocerns artificial nest sites for Sand Martins and today Brus Archer
tells me of a successful project by some local birders at Theale, south of Reading. He says >> At
Hosehill lake a concrete block wall about 25ft long by 15ft high was constructed 2 years ago by the
waters edge. Each block of the top half has two holes through it. Behind the wall, which is backed
by earth works, was packed tight with sand. Some of the holes were augured out to give the birds a
start. Last year about 50 holes were apparently occupied and this year over 100. It is unclear how
many are successful nests but I have seen young being fed at the entrances and the numbers of
birds present (approx. 200 this weekend) would indicate a very successful result. <<
MON 14 AUG
Mike Jones saw two very interesting instances of unusual bird behaviour this week-end (they happened
in the Weymouth area but that is immaterial). One observation was of a flock of Starlings feeding off
Blackberries - nothing strange in that, you may say, but what was odd was how the whole flock
would fly to the bushes, pick one blackberry each, and then fly back to a piece of ground where they
were hidden behind long grass, and after a short time fly back to the bushes and repeat the cycle.
It's probable that the berries were too big to swallow whole and the birds had the intelligence to know
that if they tried to peck bits off the berries in situ most of each berry would fall into the bush and be
lost, whereas they could enjoy the whole berry on open ground, but I still have this fantasy vision of
the birds playing a game of marbles with the berries on the ground, and having to replace their
marbles as the originals became squashed in battle. The other observation is not for the squeamish
- Mike watched a Grey Heron catch and kill a Coot and then swallow it whole. He says the Heron
kept dipping its meal in water to help it go down but it took a good fifteen minutes to swallow. I know

that Herons will have a stab at anything living that gets in range and I myself have seen one at the
IBM Lake trying to swallow a whole Moorhen. That Heron did not take water to lubricate its throat
and just stood there with the Moorhens legs hanging from its bill for well over an hour (I never saw it
swallowed). Much earlier, when I was about 12 years old, I was nearly stabbed myself when, with a
friend, we tried to release a Heron from a gin trap set at the bank of the Avon near Ibsley. By
throwing my jacket over the Heron's head we succeeded in releasing the bird, and then had to run for
it as the water bailiff ran after us...
Brian Fellows found 77 Swans (and the Black one) at Emsworth this morning and found an increase in
Mallard as well (perhaps they know that with last week-end's Dragon Boat races on the Slipper Pond
now over peace and quiet will reign here for the rest of the summer). Among the Coot and Moorhen
what was probably a juvenile Common Tern was resting on one of the Slipper Pond rafts but Brian's
best observation was of a 12 inch trout in the section of the River Ems alongside Brook Meadow.
Russell Wynn spent yesterday far inland at Danebury Ring, where there were both Wheatear and
Spotted Flycatcher to be seen (he does not mention Stone Curlew, and I think they do not gather for
their autumn flight south until mid September or even October) and then went on to the Hawk
Conservancy at Weyhill where the regular flying displays gave him a chance to compare the
differences between Red and Black Kite in the air as well as enjoying a great day out which he
recommends to all birders and their families. In his message he passes on news from others relating
to Keyhaven on Saturday where yet another Yellow Legged Gull was seen along with a
female/juvenile Marsh Harrier and three Little Ringed Plover.
...... More news from the Lymington area via Russell Wynn concerns the exceptional number of Manx
Shearwater seen there this year. Birds of Hampshire indicates that in the 40 years from 1951 to
1992 the average number of Manx Shearwater recorded in Hampshire was probably around 3, and
in no year were more than 25 seen in the whole of Hampshire. While the number of seawatchers,
their optics and their skill have all increased the number of sightings listed in the last two Bird
Reports seems to be 34 birds in 1997 and only 12 birds in 1998, so when Russell tells us that this
years total seen from Hurst is already 150 it sounds as if something special has been going on. It
could be that this total of 150 represents many sightings of a much smaller group but I think it more
likely that the increase is a genuine one matched by increases in the numbers of Gannets, Yellow
Legged Gulls and of course the Egrets. Today's news from Keyhaven comes from David Taylor who
saw a juvenile Black Tern from the carpark, and the pager news from Paul Winter is just that there
was still one adult Roseate Tern at Titchfield Haven yesterday.
PLANTS:

SAT 19 AUG
The IBM North Harbour site has such a jumble of introduced species that it is almost impossible to say
whether particular plants where planted intentional as part of the ornamental gardening, planted
unintentionally by e.g. scattering of mixed bags of wild flower seed, or have arrived by chance with
soil or birds. Today I found something totally new to me forming a sort of mini-reedbed around part
of the edge of the main reception lake and assume that it was purposely planted but cannot identify
it. The plants are rigidly upright like reeds or bamboos, standing a metre or slightly more tall. The
round stems (filled with pith at the bottom) have eight or more long broad leaves (15mm wide, 45 cm
long with a white central stripe on the upper surface). The ligules have both a short membraneous
part and a lot of hairs (the leaf upper surfaces are hairless, the edges are very rough, and the
undersides have long straight white hairs appressed to them). It was the inflorescence at the top
which first caught my eye as it reminded me of the pictures of Finger grasses (Digitaria species)
which I have seen. Overall the inflorecence was about 17 cm long, made up of 20 or 30 long straight
fingers all pointing upwards. On closer examination I found these fingers originated in whorls or two
or three, and each finger/spike had many spikelets, some of which were stalked, others being almost
sessile. A typical spikelet was about 4mm long and its most significant feature was a mass of long
white hairs growing from the pedicel below the spikelet and up around it to almost conceal it (I think
this must mean it is a Bristle Grass of sorts but these were not a small number of bristles but a mass
of silky hairs. I think all the spikelets had at least one floret with a long straight awn coming from the
back of the lemma and protruding well beyond the spikelet and hairs. Some florest had two such
awns, indicating a second floret. At the moment I cannot find any species which answers this

description in my grass books or in Stace. If anyone can help I would be most grateful.
FRI 18 AUG
The newsletter of Hampshire Wildlife Trust's Flora Group arrived this morning with news that Francis
Rose had this year discovered on Martin Down a plant which had not been seen in Hampshire since
1932 and for which the nearest known sites are in Northamptonshire and the Cotswolds. The plant is
Mountain Everlasting (Antennaria dioica) and its favoured habitat is large open spaces of dry chalk
grassland close cropped by sheep. The Hants Flora records 70 plants on downland (SU 5525 or
5526) just south of the A272 a couple of miles east of Cheesefoot Head seen in 1931 and 1932 but
there are no records of it anywhere in Hampshire since then. This year's find is thought to be the
result of using herbicide to clear brushwood scrub on Martin Down - the chemical had also killed off
grass below the scrub, exposing long dormant seed which germinated this year.
The Flora Group newsletter also has the usual fascinating list of interesting plant finds made so far this
year - some are probably garden escapes (e.g. Yellow Garlic, Winter Aconite and others) and some
are unusual for the location of the plant (e.g. one plant of Clustered Clover found in a Freemantle,
Southampton, garden) but there are other finds of species that I have never heard of and which
extend my knowledge of the plant world, encouraging me to keep my eyes open... One such is a
plant closely related to Horseshoe Vetch but a much larger plant (or bush) having the name of
Scorpion Senna (Hippocrepis emerus). An example of this plant was found in a hedgerow beside a
minor road near the village of Monk Sherborne (a few miles north west of Basingstoke). Another
plant which I would like to see is Large Venus Looking-Glass, of which 70 plants were found near the
village of Upper Wootton on the other (west) side of the A339 a little further from Basingstoke. There
is much more of interest in the list and in the programme of field outings and training sessions run by
the Flora Group - its membership is free to members of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust and if you want
to get the newsletter and participate in the activities ring Catherine Chatters on 023-8086-3920
(home number, so ring out of working hours)
WED 16 AUG
My main objective in walking from Nutbourne round the Cobnor penninsula today was to make my
annual pilgrimage to the local Marsh Mallow site and and I found this plant in the peak of condition
(many flowers, none yet over) and covering a larger area than previously. Walking south the plants
start in a field edge ditch at around SU 783025 and continue under the shoreline oaks almost to the
point. The oaks have many of their acorns covered with the Knopper galls which I have not noticed
elsewhere this year (I always find them abundant here - maybe the gall wasps like the seaside air!).
Earlier in the walk I found a good show of Corn Parsley plants centred around Chidham Point at SU
779042, mostly on the south shore of Nutbourne bay in the last few yards before reaching the point
but some beyond it. Another plant which does well along the south shore of Nutbourne Bay is Lax
Sea-Lavender which is the only Sea-Lavender present here. In Chidham Village, just north of
Chidmere House, a roadside ditch is full of Himalyan Balsam and other ditches nearby had much
Gipsywort. One other plant worth a mention is Stinking Chamomile which the Hants Flora classes as
locally common on chalk but not recorded on the coastal plains. I certainly know of no sites for it
round Havant other than one small field at Chidham (SU 789041) which, the first time I walked the
public footpath beside it some years ago, was abundantly full of this weed which drew attention to
itself by the unpleasant smell caused by us treading it as we walked. In recent years the field has
been 'clean' when I have walked through it but today I found several plants (though I had to go out of
my way to check their nasty smell)
TUE 15 AUG
My trip to Hayling today discovered no special flowers but I did meet Pete Durnell who told me that
there is a show of Slender Hare's Ear on the Northney North Common open space seawall just south
of the marina (and a great mass of Narrow Leaved Bird's Foot Trefoil on the narrow spit of land
enclosing the north of the marina west of its entrance). Much more impressive, he told me, was a
great swathe of Slender Hare's Ear plants which can now be seen close to the Eastern Road in
Portsmouth, just south of Great Salterns Quay.
MON 14 AUG
This weekend John Goodspeed found Common Dog Violets growing along the edge of the main
avenue of Stansted Forest close to Rowlands Castle. In past years I have been pleasantly surprised
to find them here, and this is I think rather early for them to be found. I take it as a sign that all sorts

of wild flowers will now be having a second spring - especially in the fields where crops have been
harvested and the sunlight and rain can once more reach the ground.
INSECTS:

SUN 20 AUG
The SOS website reports a Lesser Emperor dragonfly at Shinewater Lake, Eastbourne (TQ 6103) seen
yesterday afternoon (Aug 19), and two sightings of one in Cuckmere Haven (TV 5197) recently so
these rarities are not confined to Dungeness - they probably crossed the channel with the Clouded
Yellows, of which 140 were reported recently from Cuckmere Haven and up to 220 at Sheepcote
Valley (TQ 3404) in Brighton - this valley is north of Brighton marina in the gap between Brighton and
Woodingdean.
Among the many Clouded Yellows seen during this past week by Jim Steedman were up to 50 on Levin
Down (SU 8813) near Goodwood, 15 at a site near Eastbourne and a further 25 along the Seven
Sisters shore between Seaford and Eastbourne, and 10 in the Shoreham area. He's hoping there
are lots more to come as he says such invasions often peak in September. Jim makes two important
points about this butterfly species - to quote him >> What is especially interesting is their behaviour.
Most Clouded Yellows we have seen in the past are usually hyperactive and seldom want to hang
about unless nectaring on a very attractive flower head. However, quite a few this year have been
quite languid or roosting in the grass until disturbed. Colour variations of some newly-emerged
individuals are also striking, some a rich crocus orange-yellow and others with a distinctly greenish
look to the yellow when in flight. << The second point concerns the numbers quoted, on which he
says >> You will have seen on the SOS website today the mention of 220 Clouded Yellows at East
Brighton and 140 at Cuckmere, but I suspect these figures relate to sightings rather than to
confirmed separate individuals - as you will know, CYs tend to fly round and round following the
same route and can easily be counted twice...! <<
Among other butterfly species seen by Jim Steedman this week were a good number of Silver Spotted
Skippers in an area north of Eastbourne and large numbers of Adonis Blue in a valley just north of
Shoreham.
Mark Litjens was at Needs Ore Point and other places around the mouth of the Beaulieu River today
and reckons he found 53 Clouded Yellows including 1 Helice, and has heard that at least 11 were
inland at Martin Down. On the coast he saw 17 Migrant Hawker dragonflies (I only saw one today
and one yesterday but would agree that they are now likely to turn up anywhere) and Mark's other
coastal butterflies included 2 Wall Brown, 4 Painted Lady, 2 Small Heath (not faring as well as some
other species?), 4 Common Blue and 1 Small Copper plus the ubiquitous Whites, Red Admirals,
Speckled Woods, Comma and Holly Blue.
Dave Pearson visited the Butterfly Conservation reserve at Yew Hill south of Winchester today and
noted 15 butterfly species while there, including Brown Argus and Chalkhill Blue. There were only 2
Clouded Yellow (and 2 Painted Ladies) here and no Skippers of any sort (I had just one tatty Small
Skipper at the IBM North Harbour site today). While Dave was at Yew Hill Mark Litjens was at Old
Winchester Hill where the Silver Spotted Skipper were numerous on the south slope below the fort
where Chalkhill Blues are still to be seen in good numbers. Mark found 16 butterfly species here
(including 9 Clouded Yellow) before going on to Noar Hill where a male Brown Hairstreak few down
to feed on bramble flowers soon after he arrived, and while watching the male he saw a female egg
laying on the blackthorn, giving excellent views for five minutes. He saw another female and then a
male (feeding on Hemp Agrimony with 1 Silver Washed Fritillary and 2 Painted Ladies). Noar Hill
also gave Mark 16 species...
SAT 19 AUG
I was pleased to have my first Clouded Yellow on one of my garden Buddleias today, and to see
another at the IBM North Harbour site, but I was staggered when Barry Collins rang me in the
evening to say that he had counted 141 Clouded Yellow (including a couple of helice females) on
Thorney Island and then found another 12 on Pilsey Island, together with at least 25 Painted Ladies
on the islands. I await news of other mass sightings along the coast ...
FRI 18 AUG
Clouded Yellows remain a common sight along the coast - I saw three in the South Moors area of
Langstone today and Brian Fellows had several on north Thorney today and two In Brook Meadow

yesterday - so it was interesting to hear from Rob Edmunds in Fleet that he had seen one in his
garden yesterday afternoon. I'm not sure if this was his first sighting of one in the Fleet area but I
suspect they are much commoner along the coast (they seem to have a predilection for the coastal
meadows though there have been plenty of sightings on e.g. Portsdown). I think also that more
Painted Ladies are now appearing with sightings by Brian Fellows on Thorney and in Emsworth
while I had four in pristine condition yesterday at Idsworth.
One day flying moth which Brian Fellows found in his garden yesterday is usually not easy to identify as
it flies fast and very erratically giving just an impression of rich orange brown (was it a Brown
Hairstreak, was it a plane, or was it a minature Superman?). Brian managed to see it settled and
saw the distinctive white dots on its delta-wing shaped wings but he does not mention if the moth's
reason for landing was the presence of a wingless female nearby (not easily recognised as a moth at
all). These moths should be on the wing now and be laying eggs that will not turn into caterpillars
until next spring when their multi-coloured toothbrush tufts of hair attract more attention than do the
adult moths.
THU 17 AUG
My regular Thursday visit to Old Idsworth Farm was today devoted to a look at the plants and insects of
the grassland bordering Markwell Wood on its north west side. Among the insects my best find was
a Long Winged Conehead which I found obligingly exposed on a wooden fence post above the
rough grass from which it must have come. When it detected my presence the insect scuttled (a fast
run, not a jump) from the sunny side to the shaded side of the post and remain there long enough for
me to see her long, straight (only curving up at the tip) ovipositor and long wings (worn at the tips so
they did not extend beyond the body). Out in the sunshine there were plenty of butterflies, mostly
worn Gatekeepers, Meadow Browns and both Small and Green Veined Whites with one very worn
(huge bite out of one wing) Peacock. To offset these shabby specimens I had a couple of pristine
Red Admirals and four perfect Painted Ladies. I also saw half a dozen Common Blue and, best of
all, my first Brown Argus in good condition opening its wings to show me its orange cresents and tiny
black spots.
WED 16 AUG
Walking around the Chidham area today I saw single Clouded Yellow, Painted Lady and Red Admiral
and a lone Green Veined White egglaying
TUE 15 AUG
Today I saw at least six Clouded Yellow at the Hayling Oysterbeds and a few more elsewhere on the
island, plus Common Blue in four places but the main item of butterfly interest came from Pete
Durnell who told me that he had heard that a 'European Swallowtail' (I take it this means a Common
Swallowtail of European origin) had been seen recently in Portsmouth - he had no hard evidence for
it being a migrant and I suspect that there are people who breed them in this country. One thing he
could be sure of, having seen them himself last Saturday (Aug 12) at Northney, was a couple of
helice Clouded Yellows among a small cloud of around 30. Pete has also seen a great many Red
Admirals in very fresh condition and thinks that they cannot be migrants for this reason - on the other
hand if large numbers hatch on the continent and exceed the available food supply they might well
migrate immediately and arrive here without any noticeable wear and tear. While I was on Hayling
Brian Fellows was at Eastney were Common Blues and Clouded Yellows featured on the grassy
areas beside the Ferry Road
Andrew Brookes was still able to find five Silver Washed Fitillary and one tatty White Admiral in woods
north of Portsdown last Saturday (Aug 12). On the same day he found a good number of Clouded
Yellows (including one possible Pale or Bergers) plus one Small Heath and some Brown Argus but
little else at the Gosport Defence Munitions site and another dozen Clouded Yellows on Portsdown
around Fort Nelson, in the moat of which he discovered two late Marbled White still on the wing.
MON 14 AUG
A message today from Lynn Fomison passes on news that she has just received to say that the new
version of the Butterfly Conservation national website is now up and running, and Lynn is impressed
by it (though there are currently a few minor errors concerning some of the Hampshire reserves).
The web site address has not changed and you can find the links to both this national site and the
Hampshire Branch's own website in the Links section on my What's New page
Tony Wilson revisited the RSPB Reserve at Dungeness last Saturday (Aug 12) and managed to see

the Lesser Emperor which eluded him on his previous visit - he says he had to spend several hours
searching but when found it was >> a brilliant dragonfly with dark body and brilliant blue base to
abdomen. << Tony goes on to say that he also >> saw two more Red-veined Darters and others
found at least 5 more - these actually breed there now - up to sixty were seen there about a month
ago but they seem to be dispersing (hopefully to set up new colonies). Managed 12 species of
dragonfly altogether and amongst the more expected ones were a Four-spotted Chaser, 20
Emperors, 10 Black-tailed Skimmers, Brown Hawker, Emerald Damselfly and 10 Ruddy Darters <<.
While there he saw 14 butterfly species including about 50 Red Admirals, 20 Painted Ladies and 10
Clouded Yellows with a helice female among them. Back in his own garden at Hove a Speckled
Bush Cricket was on a delphinium (one turns up each year, usually on the roses) which reminds me
that yesterday I had to remove a much commoner Oak Bush Cricket from my bath instead of the
usual spider.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 20 AUG
Yesterday morning Alistair Martin phoned me to ask if I knew where his neighbour should take an
injured bat and I could not suggest anywhere locally. The neighbour was however resourceful and
took the bat to a vet on Hayling who confirmed that the bat did have a broken wing and said it should
go to Brent Lodge where it was taken in with no problem. It's probably getting late in the season for
young bats to be making their first flights but when they are doing so they quite often end up on the
ground or clinging low down on walls. If you do find a bat in July or early August which has no
obvious injury I believe the best advice is to put it in a place that is safe from cats and out of direct
sunlight (perhaps in a box in a garden shed) until dusk and then to put it back near where it was
found in a place where its mother can hear its calls and fly to its aid. If any bat experts want to
contradict this I would welcome better advice to pass on to those who have to deal with such
emergencies - and especially welcome would be the addresses of any other local bat hospitals
where specialist help is available. Finally, don't forget that you will be breaking the law if you handle
any bat un-necessarily.
FRI 18 AUG
Brian Fellows had a really good sighting and new addition for the Emsworth Brook Meadow species list
today when he saw a Water Vole swimming in the River Ems. It's tempting to picture this sighting in
an idyllic 'Wind in the Willows' setting but it was in fact right below the Emsworth Gasholder, but none
the less welcome for that. Being right on the Hants/Sussex borderline I suspect that both counties
are interested in the record and if anyone else finds these Voles (and are certain that they are not
seeing Common Rats which are equally happy swimming in the water) they are encouraged to pass
on the news to official recorders. In Hampshire Debbie Wicks at the Hampshire Wildlife Trust office
is the person recording them (email DebbieW@hwt.org.uk) and in Sussex I see from the latest
Friends of Chichester Harbour newsletter that the person to tell is John Bramley, the Sussex Otters
and Rivers Partnership project officer but I have no address for him but it will get through if you tell
Anne de Potier at the Harbour Conservancy office (email anne@conservancy.co.uk) - she would like
to know anyway as she has been leading the hunt for them locally and this year has found them at all
previously known sites and at one new one near Bosham.
THU 17 AUG
On July 23 I wrote about Badger's digging out a wasp nest in a Soberton garden but leaving plenty of
irate wasps to sting Gwynne Johnson when she subsequently came too near the exposed nest.
Today I was on the public footpath running below the northwest edge of Markwell Wood at Idsworth
and saw the result of a similar badger dig - a large hole in the ground with earth and stones shot back
from it onto the grassy path. Looking down the hole I could see a good part of a large wasp nest with
small Common Wasps swarming over it. I assume they were rebuilding the nest but when I saw it I
could detect no damage, and I would imagine that if the badger were really intent on a meal of honey
and wasp grubs it would, after all the effort of digging down a couple of feet through hard soil, have
pretty well demolished the nest and probably left it unrestorable. So what does happen when
Badgers smell food and start digging, exposing a wasp nest? Presumably, even if this happens in
the dark at night, the wasps put up a good defence and at least try to sting the badger. Probably
most of their attacks are thwarted by thick, stiff hairs but some wasps will presumably sting the

badgers nose or areas on the face where there is less protection, and my guess is that the average
badger is driven off before it can do severe damage to the nest, but this is just a guess and I wonder
if anyone has better knowledge?
WED 16 AUG
Following the recent report of a Roe Buck in the grounds of the Royal Marines museum at Eastney in
Portsmouth (see Aug 12) Mike Harris tells me that he regularly sees deer in fields around the
Marconi site where he works (presumably the one close to the Hilsea Lines), and remembers once
seeing a Fallow Deer in the 'Railway Triangle' industrial site immediately north west of the
A27/Eastern Road roundabout.
MON 14 AUG
With Emsworth's Brook Meadow in the news as a result of the newspaper article about the newly
formed conservation group (see Aug 12) Brian Fellows was delighted to make a very special
addition to the species list for the site when he today spotted a 12 inch Trout lying almost motionless
in the water of the Ems where it flows between the meadow and the village. Having got his eye in
with this sighting I hope Brian goes on to find there are a lot more fish in this river as it is probably one
of the least polluted streams in the area. One reason for this is that the water which flows through
Emsworth comes from underground springs just outside Westbourne and flows through very little
farmland and thus is free of the agricultural chemicals that run off into most streams (any water
upstream is abstracted at Walderton to provide the water supply for that area, and the stream bed
from Walderton to Westbourne is almost certainly dry at this time of year)
BIRDS:

WEEK 32 AUG 7 – 13

SUN 13 AUG
Mike Collins was at Budds Farm this morning and found the bushes by the pools below Budds Mound
full of passing warblers including Blackcaps, Sedge and Reed Warblers. Quite a few Swallows and
Martins were in the air and Mike was very surprised to see four or five Sand Martins perched on and
pecking at the seed heads of plants on the seaward slope of Budds Mound. It looked as if they were
pretending to be Goldfinch and taking the seeds but Mike wonders if they were in fact taking small
insects. Another suggestion that occurs to me is that they might be taking in seeds to act as grinders
in their gizzards in the same way that other birds take in small stones. Does anyone have an
authoritative answer as to what they were doing?
Paul Winter found more than 40 Yellow Legged Gulls on Eling Great Marsh at the top of Southampton
Water (immediately south of the A35 Redbridge Causeway) with at least one Egret, and in the Lower
Test reserve north of the bridge he saw 11 Green Sandpiper with Common Sandpiper, Greenshank
and a Peregrine. Last Friday (Aug 11), near the village of Lee by the Test between Nursling and
Romsey, a Red Kite was seen by Paul's father.
Visiting the SOS website this evening I see that the big news from Sussex is of a Semi-Palmated
Sandpiper which turned up at the Ternery Pool of Rye Harbour on Aug 11th and is still there today.
News from Pagham Harbour for yesterday (Aug 12) is of 24 Little Egrets in the harbour and, on the
Ferry pool, 5 Spotshanks with 3 Curlew Sandpipers, 2 Green and 1 Wood Sandpiper
SAT 12 AUG
Brian Fellows was one of ten members of the Havant Wildlife Group who enjoyed a walk in Stansted
Forest this morning, especially watching a pair of Spotted Flycatcher hawking for insects from trees
in the Wood Pasture section of the Ladies Walk (around SU 758108) which is ideal habitat for them.
Nearby they saw a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker to give them all three woodpecker species during
the walk, and to make things even more interesting a Great Spotted Woodpecker was heard
drumming. Brian says >> The drumming was loud, and repeated several times, but relatively short
in duration. BWP indicates that drumming is given mainly mid-January to end of June, sporadically
in September. So drumming in August is very unusual << I'm sure that Brian and the combined
group would not have confused drumming with hole-boring, but the fact that they heard the noise
reminded me of how Theo Roberts, about this time last summer, had a Great Spotted Woodpecker
arrive in his garden and drill out a hole for itself which it used as a night roost for itself throughout last
autumn and winter, and to which it returned this summer after the breeding season. If others hear a
loud tapping at this time of year it could be a woodpecker preparing its personal winter quarters.

John Shillitoe was on Old Winchester Hill this morning and encountered quite a few warblers on
passage, mainly Willow and Whitethroats but also a Sedge Warbler.
At least one Sand Martin, two or three House Martins and over 20 Swallows were flying around Budds
Farm this evening, with ten Little Grebe on the pools and 65 Swans at the mouth of the Hermitage
Stream
Pager news for today comes from Lepe Country Park (at the mouth of Southampton Water, west side)
and Titchfield Haven. At Lepe two adult Yellow Legged Gulls and 20 Little Egrets were seen and at
Titchfield the two adult Roseate Terns are still present, as is the Egyptian Goose - also seen there
was a Little Gull and five Green Sandpiper. Yesterday (Aug 11) there was a Hoopoe reported in a
garden at Amport (4 miles west of Andover)
FRI 11 AUG
Not having heard from Russell Wynn for a few weeks I thought he was having a well deserved holiday
- not a bit of it, he was working hard and tonight sent out the following news on HOSLIST to prove it
...
......I've just returned from a three-week research cruise off NW Scotland and SW Ireland. Although far
outside the Hoslist area I've cut and pasted some of the highlights for anyone interested:
......WORK AREA 1 - 160km NNW of the Outer Hebrides (22/7-31/7). 16 Sooty Shearwater 100+
Leach's Storm-Petrel 1000+ European Storm-Petrel 8 Blue Fulmar 5 Pomarine Skua (mostly
2nd/3rd summers) 2 Ruff (a day with strong NE wind - v.tired - tried to land on ship) 2 Racing
Pigeons (lost!) 21 Redshank, 33 Knot, 3 Turnstone and 20 unidentified waders (all heading SE presumably returning Iceland/Greenland breeders). Also regular Puffin, Manxie, Great Skua, Arctic
Tern etc. Cetaceans included Minke Whale, Long-finned Pilot Whale and Harbour Porpoise. Also 1
Sunfish.
......WORK AREA 2 - 110km SW of SW Ireland (3/8-8/8). 2+ Wilson's Storm-Petrel (1-2 seen daily and
at very close range - close enough to see the yellow webs on the feet at times! Probably several
birds involved) 100+ European Storm-Petrel 82 Cory's Shearwater 39 Great Shearwater 4 Sooty
Shearwater 1 Pomarine Skua 3 Arctic Skuas Cetaceans included Long-finned Pilot Whales and
hundreds of Common Dolphins. Also 3+ Sunfish.
......An amazing experience, especially the sight of two Wilson's Storm- Petrels feeding next to 20-30
European Storm-Petrels and several Great Shearwaters! All part of being a marine scientist!
John Chapman has, on doctors orders, been confined to barracks for a few days but has made good
use of the time observing the birds in his garden where he has seen many family parties of
Dunnocks, Goldfinches, Chaffinches, Greenfinches, Wrens and Long-tailed Tits, and single young
Robin, Blackbird and Song Thrush. He has formed the impression that it has been an exceptionally
good breeding season for common garden species - do you agree?
THU 10 AUG
Arriving at Old Idsworth Farm this morning I found a good two dozen Swallows lined up on telegraph
wires over the farmyard, and assumed that the young had all left their nests but I soon found that
some pairs were still entering the various buildings where more young are still presumably in the
nests. Checking what is known of their breeding biology I am left slightly puzzled by the behaviour of
these birds. The adults arrive here in April and presumably start to nest no later than May, laying 4
or 5 eggs which they incubate for just over a fortnight, and the young remain in the nest for about
three weeks so I would expect the first brood youngsters to be on the wing early in July and the sky
then to be full of around 3 times the number of Swallows which arrived in April. The adults normally
have a second brood, probably starting in mid-July, and the young from that brood should be on the
wing by the end of August or early September after which the mass exodus will start (possibly
leaving some adults behind as they try to raise a third brood). My slight puzzle over the behaviour of
these Swallows concerns thier reasons for lining up on the wires at this point in time which is rather
late for the emergence of the first brood (I noticed a significant increase in the numbers hawking flies
over the crops on July 6 when the first young should have been out) and too early for the emergence
of the second brood. Perhaps when they first come out they are too busy hunting for food to
'socialise' on the wires, but if so where do they go when they get tired or night comes? Presumably
back on the beams near their nests. I'm sure there are many people who still have Swallows nesting
in sheds or garages close to their houses who can answer this second question (where do the young
go at night?), and if any of them have observations or information to answer the first question (what

is the trigger for them to start 'socialising' on telegraph wires?) I would love to hear answers to both
questions.
On July 20 I mentioned that while in woodland at Old Idsworth Farm I had heard repeated calls which I
took to be those of a young raptor calling its parents to bring food and, as it did not sound like a
juvenile Sparrowhawk I wondered if it was a Buzzard but never saw the bird involved and could not
answer the question. Today, in the same wood, I heard the same calls which seemed to come from
the treetops but then briefly saw a Buzzard flying low over the tree-tops but could not see any detail
of its plumage. My guess is that it was a juvenile, now capable of flight, but it could equally have
been an adult. Colin Tubbs excellent monograph on the Buzzard tells me a lot about territorial
displays and interactions but I cannot find anything in it to tell me why a lone Buzzard would be
calling fairly continuously unless it were a youngster calling for food from its parents, but that would
not explain another situation in which I heard recently of a Buzzard calling continuously while soaring
out over the sea - of course it may have been a hungry youngster drifting out to sea on the thermal
equivalent of a child's rubber ring. Does anyone know of any other reasons for repeated calling by
Buzzards other than territorial interactions or hungry youngsters wanting food?
It is perhaps a little early for House Martins to be gathering into a migratory swarm, so when Christoph
Harwood was on Park Hill above East Meon last Saturday evening (Aug 8) and saw more than 50
House Martins feeding in the air above a Hawthorn covered with flowering Old Man's Beard I think
he must have been right in assuming that the flowers had attracted a cloud of flies on which the local
Martins were feeding. Presumably there were a good number of first brood youngsters in the crowd
but it sounds as if there must be a good few nest on houses in East Meon.
Dave Unsworth spent a profitable evening at Sowley Pond (near Lymington) yesterday (Aug 9) and
recorded at least 64 Little Egrets coming to roost for the night. Also seen on Aug 9 at Titchfield
Haven according to the pagers were 2 Roseate, 1 Arctic and 1 juvenile Black Tern. Pager news for
today (Aug 10) is again only from Titchfield Haven where the terns were down to 2 Roseate but a
Marsh Harrier, 5 Green and 4 Curlew Sandpiper were seen
WED 9 AUG
On Monday I asked if anyone had yet seen Whinchat back at the coast and was told by Ken Hearne
that he had had a very close encounter with one by the shore at Hook Links (Warsash) as early as
July 31 but I have not yet heard of any more. More recent news of passerine migration comes from
Church Norton via the SOS website and is of a Wood Warbler being found there with 100 Willow
Warblers and 15 Garden Warblers (all seen yesterday Aug 8). Also yesterday there were at least 20
Greenshank in Pagham Harbour and at Sidlesham Ferry Pool there was one Wood Sandpiper, 3
Green and 5 Common Sandpiper. Today David Parker paid a brief lunchtime visit to the Ferry Pool
and found 2 Curlew Sandpiper there in addition to one Wood and two Common Sandpipers. Today's
pager news from Titchfield Haven is of three adult Roseate Terns and one juvenile Black Tern
I paid a brief visit to the north west Thorney seawall this afternoon, hearing and seeing Greenshank in
several places but finding nothing new in the bird line other than newly hatched families of Tufted
Duck and Mallard duckling. With them on the Little Deeps were more than twenty Coot and the pair
of Swans that nested there, seemingly with only two cygnets left (though the others may well have
been hidden in the reeds) and on the Great Deeps there were seven Shelduck juveniles with no
visible adults. Eleven Egrets were day roosting in the hawthorns behind Eames Farm, and two or
three Heron, one or two Common Sandpiper, a few Lapwing and a single Wheatear completed the
roll call within the seawall. Out in the harbour were a couple of hundred Black Headed Gulls with one
or two Great Blackbacks plus at least 40 Black Tailed Godwit with a few Oystercatcher, Redshank
and Greenshank. There was no sign of a Hobby which Barry Collins had seen hunting between the
Great and Little Deeps before I arrived.
With the departure of John Badley from the job of RSPB Warden in Langstone Harbour I feared that we
would be short of information on this year's breeding success of gulls and terns on the islands. I
have not yet seen any official press release of the type which John used to put out about this time of
year but today Barry Collins told me that he had been out to the islands with the new warden (Chris
Cockburn) and thought that the official report, when it comes, will show that there have been more
than twice the number of Med Gull pairs nesting this year compared to last year's total of 14 pairs.
Much more recently Barry has been over to the Isle of Wight and out on the Brading Ledges at low
tide, finding more than 30 Med Gulls gathered there.

About a week ago I heard a radio report from Cornwall of a huge algal bloom which had started off the
south coast of the county, drifted round Lands End and was then causing problems along the north
coast. Today on Thorney Island I saw a notice pinned to the military fence banning the taking of
shellfish from the harbour on account of a similar algal bloom (as with the shellfish posioned of the
northwest coast of France by oil pollution so the poisonous algae get into the shellfish and make
them poisonous to us), and to add to troubles caused by the hot weather Brian Fellows tells me that
there has been another outbreak of botulism in the water of Baffins Pond - no human is foolish
enough to eat anything coming out of that pond but the wildfowl there inevitably do so and die.
The newly hatched ducklings which I saw on the Thorney Little Deeps today are not exceptional as
Brian Fellows found a Mallard with 10 tiny ducklings on the water of the small Westbrook stream in
Emsworth this morning, and yesterday he found a family of few tiny ducklings on Baffins Pond where
the outbreak of botulism (see previous entry) does not seem to be having a lasting effect (though it
probably accounted for the extraordinarily low count of just 15 Mallard there on July 25). The Mallard
total there yesterday was up to 72 with other numbers remaining constant (including 74 Canada
Geese and the 12 Barnacles). Other news from Emsworth today is that there have been no Swifts
seen there (or anywhere locally to my knowledge) since Monday (Aug 7) and that the Peter Pond
Swan pair (which have been missing for a couple of days) are back still with their four cygnets.
On July 31 I suggested that Golden Pheasant were now probably extinct as a feral breeding species in
Sussex, but today I heard that Richard Fairbank believes there are still a few left in the West Dean
Woods where he himself saw a single male this spring. At Kingley Vale however they are almost
certainly a thing of the past. Richard says that SOS received no records of them from that site in
1999 and he himself has not been able to find one there since Jan 1998.
TUE 8 AUG
Bird numbers are starting to build up at the Hayling Oysterbeds with Common Sandpipers and
Wheatears on passage and my first small flocks of Dunlin (only 30) and Ringed Plover (perhaps 20).
A couple of people watching one or two Little Tern still apparently bringing food to unseen
youngsters on the nest island pointed out my first Turnstone skulking round the pool edges, and they
told me that a Peregrine had flown past before I arrived, but the only other birds I could see were the
gulls (Black Headed and Common) and 12 Egrets. Heading on south down the coastal path I saw a
Little Owl on the expected branch in the 'Aston Villa' meadow hedgerow and as I watched it a second
owl flew from the north side of the meadow onto the same tree where it called, bobbed and glared at
me before settling down - despite their small size they can be as aggressive as terrier dogs and
Alistair Martin told me he had recently seen one of this pair fly down to the ground among a large
flock of Wood Pigeons which all took flight and fled from it. My only other item of bird interest was a
noisy Cockatiel flying around houses at the south end of Staunton Avenue and low over my head on
Sinah Common.
David Crespin told me today that he could remember an acrtive Sand Martin colony in the cliffs
between Barton on sea and Milford (where he lived as a child) but thought it had been abandoned
back in the 1970s, so he was particularly pleased to find 180 holes in the cliff, with 14 still in use by
the birds, when he paid a visit to his old haunts recently. This must be the same colony which I was
told about in 1998 when there were thought to be only 12 active nests, so it seems the colony has
returned to active use and is growing. We still have a few potential nest sites in Hampshire for these
birds but most of them are in places where they are only allowed to use quarry faces through the
goodwill of the commercial organisations working the quarries (and may each year have to start
anew on a fresh face as the sand quarrying operations move around). It was therefore of particular
interest to read in the latest RSPB Birds Magazine about a farmer in Aberdeenshire who has, with
the help of FWAG and the RSPB, developed an artificial multi-hole ‘nest box’ which the Sand Martins
have taken to and which up to 15 pairs are using each year (though from the photograph it looks as
if there are at least 60 holes available. The nest box is a barrel shape concrete block mounted on a
central steel pole with a series of nest tunnels drilled into the relatively soft mix of concrete (after
drilling the entrance hole a nest chamber is carved out at the end of it). The exterior surface of the
barrel is roughened so that the birds can cling to it and I’m sure the birds do not object to not having
to excavate the tunnels themselves (though whether they use the tunnels all round the barrel or only
those facing the sunlight is a question not answered in the magazine). I well remember seeing Sand

Martins nesting at Fort Brockhurst in Gosport in artifical drainage tunnels designed to carry water
from the earth cladding on the outside walls of the fort and empty it into the moat, so I know they are
not averse to using man made holes. Does anyone know of similar artificial sites or any factors
required by the Sand Martins in a nest site (orientation, height of the holes, and nearby water or
feeding opportunities?)
MON 7 AUG
This morning a Melodious Warbler was in the Rope Walk at Littlehampton according to the SOS
website (I assume the Rope Walk to be a quayside street where, when ropes were hand-made,
people would patiently walk along twisting small ropes together to make strong ropes for ships) and
the first (?) Red Throated Diver of autumn passage was seen off Bexhill. Further east, and
yesterday (Aug 6) a Red Rumped Swallow flew briefly over Rye Harbour. More accessible to us in
Havant were two Pied and two Spotted Flycatchers at Church Norton, also yesterday, Another
report of Spotted Flycatcher comes from Neal Ward in the Crowborough area who laments the fact
that he has not seen a Spotted Flycatcher this year until he heard their distinctive calls last Friday
(Aug 4) and saw them (as he has for the past three or four years, passing through at about this date)
on power lines.
Yesterday I mentioned the fact that juvenile Moorhens from early broods help to rear the subsequent
broods by collecting food and feeding their young siblings. Today I learn from David Harper of
Sussex University that this family support system also occurs regularly in House Martins (and
sometimes in Corn Buntings), and further that the young Moorhens will even help with brooding eggs
or keeping newly hatched chicks safe and warm in the nest. I may even have seen this nest
brooding behaviour myself yesterday on a local pond where, as I cycled by, I saw a juvenile sitting on
what seemed to be a nest (at the time I assumed it was a disused nest and the bird had just found a
comfortable seat).
John Goodspeed was at Farlington Marshes this afternoon and found the lake busy with 5 Curlew
Sandpiper, 2 Common Sandpiper, a Spotshank, two Snipe and many Black Tailed Godwit. Among
them was a bird he could not identify which he describes as follows >> It was a pale redshank size
wader with yellow slightly orange legs. Bill about redshank size but decurved. Wings dark and some
dark markings on its head. It had gone after I had made these few brief notes but it or a bird very like
it was further back on the Lake as I moved up onto the bank but now its legs looked darker. The first
time I saw it it had a wide orange band on one leg (the left I think) and a narrow one on the other. In
my Collins book it was rather like a terek sandpiper but I have yet to look in my wader book and I
have not checked the size of terek sandpiper. << My only comment is that I assumed from the
description of a decurved bill that it was curved down like a Curlew or Curlew Sandpiper, whereas
Terek has an upturned bill. Any suggestions?
In Emsworth Harbour the Black Tailed Godwit numbers are building (153 there this morning, and Brian
Fellows found 6 colour ringed birds among them) and there were 3 Whimbrel, 7 Greenshank, 8
Curlew, and 30 Redshank with them but no Grey Plover as yet. In the town three Swifts were still low
over the houses this morning.
I have no further information on gulls nesting on Portsmouth buildings but last Friday (Aug 4) Ian Watts
had fairly good evidence that Great Black Backs have nested in the Woolston/Northam area of
Southampton when he saw two juveniles being fed by their parents on the mud near the Itchen
Bridge - the constant begging and other behaviour of the young seemed to indicate they were only
just out of the nest.
Paul Winter was at the Lower Test marshes yesterday (Aug 6) and saw the first coastal Redstart of the
autumn which I have heard of, provoking the question as to whether anyone has seen Whinchat at
Farlington or elsewhere on the coast yet.
Not a sign today of the four Swifts that have been around Havant nest sites until yesterday, so we will
not hear their regular screaming again until next summer, although I am sure the occasional bird or
small flock will continue to pass over until late August or even September. On the Langstone shore
this afternoon I watched a flock of two dozen Lapwing coming towards me from the east to flop down
on the edge of the saltings where up to a couple of hundred of them (and even larger numbers of
Golden Plover) will be seen through the winter. On Langstone Pond we are also back to winter
numbers of Mallard - in fact there were around 70 of them on the pond this afternoon compared to a
winter average of 50.

PLANTS:

SUN 13 AUG
A walk around Havant Thicket this morning found the Devils Bit Scabious just starting to flower in a
number of places. Golden Rod is now widespread and in full flower on the heathland areas and
Purple Moor Grass had quite a few purple spikes showing (in flower) but the majority of this grass in
shaded places is not yet in flower. Checking the Broad Leaved Helleborines I found the few plants
near the Castle Road 'main entrance' to the woods were mainly setting seed (five or more plants
down the grassy track alongside Manor Road and south of the main gate into the woods have
survived this year as the track has not been mown), but the best find was of three plants in a site that
is new to me (SU 712104 approx - southern side of southern border path a few yards west of the
junction with the ride that acts as the Havant Borough boundary). On the way back I walked down
the minor stream course at SU 717103 approx to find a better than usual show of Lesser Skullcap
plants in flower near the southern edge of the beech wood.
SAT 12 AUG
The Havant Wildlife Group saw a good selection of plants in Stansted Forest today, perhaps the most
interesting being a late flowering specimen of Yellow Archangel. A good number of Foxgloves were
out but I suspect that these are second flowerings. One plant which they may have come on, but
are not certain of, was Tasteless Water Pepper and this comment is a reminder to me to keep on the
lookout for this rare plant as was a discussion which the group had about another plant which they
did not find, Fragrant Agrimony
THU 10 AUG
Rape is a crop that seems to me to be very good for wildlife, both attracting a large number and variety
of insects and also allowing lots of arable weeds to flourish around the edges of the fields in which it
is planted. Maybe it is such a vigorous growing crop that there is no need to kill off competing weeds
with herbicides, or maybe it is just that its well spaced woody stems allow plenty of light to get
through to the ground, but I usually find that there is a good selection of smaller arable weeds to be
found along the edge of this crop before it is harvested and this morning I recorded more than 60 wild
flower species along just one side of such a field. Among them were both Round Leaved and Sharp
Leaved Fluellen with masses of Dwarf Spurge and some Small Toadflax and of course colourful
patches of Common Poppy and Field Madder. At this time of year I was not expecting and did not
find any new species in flower but I was pleased to find the lovely Long Stalked Cranesbill still in
flower in the Hampshire section of Old Idsworth Farm
TUE 8 AUG
Rosemary Webb's sheltered garden near the Hayling shore is usually one of the first places in which
Autumn Ladies Tresses are noticed but when I called on her today she had seen none and thought it
rather early to expect them. She did, however, mention that there is usually a mass of them in a
garden at the junction of Chichester Avenue and Seafront Road so I had a look there later and found
many already in full flower - the garden is on the west side of the road and surrounded by conifers so
I could only see the plants with binoculars from a point near the garden gate in Chichester Avenue.
SUN 6 AUG
Today's only new (to me) flower was a mass of male Hop flowers on the bushes around the pool just
south of the A27 in the old Brockhampton Lane cul de sac. Here, at the end of the cul de sac are big
'bushes' of Sticky Groundsel, a plant that seems to be spreading in the Havant area (it appeared as
a pavement weed in Beechworth Road where I live last year and is back again this year). Another
plant that now surrounds Langstone harbour quite densely is Guernsey Fleabane which was
growing next to the Groundel, and which lines part of Harts Farm Way nearby. Further west along
that road the Cockspur Grass is recovering from close mowing and has several healthy flowering
spikes opposite the entrance to the Broadmarsh small carpark.
INSECTS:
SUN 13 AUG
A butterfly which went very fast through my garden this morning was I think at Painted Lady but I can be
more certain of a single Clouded Yellow which I saw in Havant Thicket later on. The woods were full
of Gatekeepers and Speckled Woods, and with them I saw a couple of Green Veined and some

Small Whites, a few Meadow Browns and a single Common Blue. One of the abundant
Gatekeepers had succumbed to a tiny Crab Spider in the heather (the spider was more the size of a
the mites you sometimes see on brown butterflies).
SAT 12 AUG
John Shillitoe was on Old Winchester Hill this morning and saw two Silver Spotted Skipper, two
Clouded Yellow and one Small Tortoiseshell. He found the south slope of the hill fort alive with
Chalkhill Blue and I see that when Mark Litjens was there last Sunday (Aug 6) he reckoned that there
were more than 2000 of these butterflies on the wing. Mark also saw a few Dark Green Fritillary and
what may have been the last Marbled Whites of the year along with Red Admirals, Painted Ladies
and various Whites and Browns plus both Small and Essex Skippers
The Havant Wildlife Group saw a late Silver Washed Fritillary still flying in Stansted Forest today and
also saw one Clouded Yellow there among several other species.
Returning from shopping this afternoon I found a Holly Blue waiting to greet me at my front gate and a
Painted Lady resting on the path leading up to my front door. Later I came on another Painted Lady
near Tesco in Havant and saw half a dozen Red Admirals scattered around the Havant area.
FRI 11 AUG
A couple of years ago I was reliably informed of some 150 Red Admirals clustering around one specific
oak tree at Nore Barn (the small shore copse at the western end of the Emsworth seafront) and at
the time it was thought they were attracted by some exudation of resin or the like from the tree.
Today I have two messages reporting somewhat similar sightings. The first is from John Chapman
whose house at Langstone backs onto the Hayling Billy track only some 200 yards from the old rail
bridge. For the past five or six days he has seen more than 50 Red Admirals on his garden Buddleia
each day. The second message comes from Gary Wearn who walks a circuit of the Langbrook
stream, South Moors shore and the Brockhampton stream each working day at lunch time. Last
Tuesday, when the mass of Clouded Yellows were seen on Thorney Island and elsewhere, he
encountered a 'swarm' of up to 200 Red Admirals in the 400 metre stretch of path from the mouth of
the Hermitage Stream up the side of Budds Farm to the stone bridge over the Brockhampton stream.
While Red Admirals are common everywhere in ones and twos I have not heard of any other such
clusters this year and am wondering if the reason for them is perhaps not the attractiveness of a
particular buddleia, or the mass emergence of the insects from e.g. the nettles within Budds Farm,
but rather the arrival of a migrant cloud which had crossed the channel together. Those whose route
took them up the Brockhampton stream possibly did not find anything sufficiently good to detain
them and they headed on inland, but those whose path took them within scenting distance of John's
Buddleia possibly decided it was worth staying around for a few days to enjoy the good food on offer.
Going back to the Nore Barn incident, if they were also a migrant cloud, it could be that they felt in
need of a good rest after their channel crossing and decided to stick together and use the oak tree as
an overnight shelter. These are of course just my conjectures and if anyone has any better founded
explanations please let us hear them.
......Another puzzle set for us by Gary Wearn is the presence of what was almost certainly a Silver
Washed Fritillary seen by him at lunchtime on two successive days (Aug 8 and 9) also beside the
Brockhampton stream near the site of the old mill and corn wharf. When first seen it settled on
Ragwort close to him and gave him good views and while he could not rule out Dark Green it
seemed to be a Silver Washed Fritillary (there were Commas in the vicinity and there was no
confusion with them). The next day it was still there but has not been seen since. My guess as to
what it was doing there is not that it was blown against its will by the wind (we haven't had any strong
winds) but simply that having had its season in the woods (and hopefully mated and/or laid eggs) it
had nothing better to do than go on holiday and explore the world. That explanation would also
account for the Chalkhill Blue seen earlier this week on Thorney Island by Barry Collins, and the
Small Skipper which I found asleep on a buddleia in my garden (far from any normal Small Skipper
habitat) at dusk last Tuesday. One other butterfly seen by Gary near the Brockhampton stream on
Tuesday was a lone Small Tortoiseshell.
Alan Cokes has this evening sent me a photo of a dragonfly which obligingly posed for his camera
when he was in the Hurstwood unofficial 'nature reserve' yesterday afternoon (Aug 10). Hurstwood
is the land around the Hermitage Stream between Tempest Ave and the A3M on the north side of the
Hulbert Road in Waterlooville and Alan noted more than 12 butterfly species here (including both

Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady) and several dragonflies, one of which posed for his camera to
show that it was a Migrant Hawker (the first of which I have been confident of the identification this
summer). The photo clearly shows the 'golf tee' shape on the second segment of the abdomen with
the broad blue band below it, and all the other blue bands down to the tip of the abdomen are broken.
One unidentified butterfly seen by Alan could possibly have been a Wall Brown or even a Fritillary
but without a photo I can't be sure from the description which Alan gives (A large brown butterlfy,
Peacock size, appeared to have a fairly large eye of slightly darker brown. Distinctive flight, not much
flapping and lots of gliding.)
Despite the wave of Clouded Yellows which passed through this area last Tuesday I have not so far
heard evidence for this being one of the Clouded Yellow years in which they fill the countryside and
appear as common as the Small Whites that we now see everywhere. Maybe this weekend will bring
reports of them on a grand scale but today a phone call from Peter Craddock tells me that one has
appeared in his Havant garden to show that they are not restricted to purely coastal sites.
THU 10 AUG
The first Hornet which I have seen this summer came cruising at flower-head height through some
rough grass at the woodland edge on Old Idsworth Farm this morning. I assumed it was hunting for
insects that might be feeding on the flowers but when it reached the edge of the grassland the
Hornet settled on bare ground where, through binoculars, I could see it had already captured a large
blue-bottle type fly and wanted a safe place to rest while it ate its meal.
Breaking off a large lower leaf from a Burdock plant (to check that it was Lesser Burdock with a hollow
leaf stalk) I found two neat little silk purses, each about 10 mm long and 4mm wide, attached to the
underside of the leaf. Investigating them encouraged a small spider (around 5 or 6 mm long) to
emerge from each purse, and when I eventually managed to get a good look at one of the spiders
through a lens I found it was a very pretty creature with a dark brown glossy carapace (front half) and
a velvety red abdomen with a brown longitudinal stripe (known as a cardiac mark) on the front of the
abdomen above the creature's heart. The combination of the spiders general shape and size, the
place where it was found (off the ground in the vegetation), and its silk purse retreat seemed to
indicate it belonged to the Clubionae family and the illustrations in Dick Jones book (Country Life
Guide to Spiders) point to Clubiona brevipes which is said to be common is spring and early
summer. Checking on this spider I was reminded not to describe the front part of the spider's body
as the Thorax - the thorax is the rear part of the 'front half' of a spider which is called the carapace
and combines what would be the head and thorax of an insect with eyes, mouth parts and legs all
attached to it.
WED 9 AUG
Barry Collins realised that an unusual number of Clouded Yellows were on Thorney Island yesterday
(Aug 8) and so made a methodical search for them around the island, ending with a total of (I think)
31 or 32 plus a 5 or so Painted Ladies. Today he found another seven Clouded Yellow near Pilsey
Island and I saw more than three near the Great Deeps. Other butterflies seen by Barry on the
island recently include a good number of Wall Brown (up to 40?) and a very unexpected Chalkhill
Blue which must have been blown there from some site downwind (possibly on the Isle of Wight or
Portsdown). During my visit today I saw just two large Argioppe bruennichi spiders on the seawall
with very few (about half a dozen) of the Pointed Snails (Cochlicella acuta) which have a colony on
the same wall opposite the Great Deeps.
TUE 8 AUG
Arriving at the Hayling Oysterbeds today I was greeted by at least three Clouded Yellows and later saw
another on an open space in the south of the island. I almost certainly saw a Painted Lady on the
coastal path but it was flying too fast to be certain. Common and Holly Blue were both seen on the
island with commoner butterflies giving me ten species, and when I got home in the late afternoon a
Small Skipper had chosen to spend the night on a spray of my garden buddliea which happened to
be right in front of my face as a got off my cycle at the end of the trip. While on Hayling I saw my first
examples of the lovely 'Golden Orb' or 'Wasp' spiders (Argioppe bruennichi) in low rough grass,
some in the open space between the coastal path and Saltmarsh Lane and others in the land behind
(east of) the Fathoms Reach housing just south of the Newtown House hotel.
MON 7 AUG
The Havant Wildlife Group visited Kingley Vale last Saturday and enjoyed butterflies in abundance with

3 Painted Ladies to add to a list of Common and Chalkhill Blues, Brown Argus, Peacocks, Red
Admirals and the inevitable Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers and both Small and Large Whites. On
their way they met Richard Williamson (well known to everyone who is familiar with Kingley Vale as
its warden for many years before retirement) who bestowed on them one of his gems of wisdom,
telling them that >> butterflies go in 8 year cycles and this is the 3rd year of a low <<. It may be that
something has been lost in the translation of this epigram (maybe he was referring to specific
species rather than all butterflies) but I am intrigued and would like to know more.
Tony and Helen Gutteridge have just become voluntary wardens at Noar Hill and were up there
yesterday for their first day on duty so this evening I asked them if I could report that Brown
Hairstreak were on the wing by now. Tony said he had not seen any and that he had talked to a
couple of butterfly enthusiasts who had come specifically to search for them and had been
disappointed. Any day now is the message from them... Among many butterflies seen there were a
good number of Marbled Whites which have almost reached the end of their season in some places.
David Parker's garden at Forestside was well populated by butterflies this weekend, including Painted
Lady, Small Tortoiseshell and Holly Blue. In West Leigh just north of Havant Alan Cokes saw
Clouded Yellows at two different places along Bartons Road near the BUPA Hospital on Saturday
(Aug 5) and on that day Brian Fellows had at least four Clouded Yellows and a Small Copper on
north west Thorney Island..
I make no claims to moth identification but as I write this a small but delicately patterned moth has
landed on the table beside my keyboard and a quick scan of my moth book (Margaret Brooks
Complete Guide to British Moths) leaves me fairly convinced that it is a Marbled Beauty. The
forewing length (11 or 12 mm) and pattern match the illustration, and this moth is said to be found in
July and August in urban situations (and its Latin name of Cryphia domestica seems to fit with its not
being worried to be in a house in a domestic situation. The plate illustration is of course with wings
spread in an un-natural way but I assume that one of the funtions of the photos of living moths
(examples from each of the families and sub-families) is not just to give more detail on commoner
species but also to provide a clue to the way members of that family (in this case the Acronictinae
within the great Noctuid family) look when found alive, and the photo of The Miller from that family
matches the pose of my beauty which is still beside me. Several other moths were fluttering outside
my front door as I put the milk bottles out tonight, and one which came in as I opened the door and
then rested on the wooden handrail of the stairs was undoubtedly a Clay Triple Lines (I was at first
put off by seeing that this moth is only on the wing from nid May to mid June, but I read on that there
is often a second generation, especially in the south, out from mid August so I guess this really fresh
specimen was an early member of a second brood. Also in the house this evening is a really large
Daddy Long Legs.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 13 AUG
Good news of Common Seals from Emma Thompson today is that, in her words, >> For the last week
eight seals have been seen hauled out around Thorney Island, seven of which have hauled out
regularly at Oar Rithe, and one seen on the mud flats in Thorney Channel. Until now numbers
greater than six have only been seen sporadically, which is very encouraging. I went out on friday to
photo-id the seals and confirmed the presence of seven healthy seals, no sign of an injured one.
With the help of Claire Willson, an undergradate student from Southampton University we are
keeping a close eye on the group.<< With this goes the bad news that the RSPCA have had two
calls, both on Tuesday (Aug 8), from people in the army baracks on Thorney to report an injured seal
seen swimming in the top of the Thorney Channel with its left flipper not working and later seen
hauled out on the mud in the same area with a gash in its side.
One area in which I frequently see Adders in Havant Thicket is the edge of the grassy clearing south of
the northerly of the two artificial ponds on the block of woodland in which the carpark is situated.
This morning, with the grass having grown quite tall, I was walking carefully and quietly so as not to
disturb the Adders before I got to them when I saw that my next step would have trodden on a large
female Adder which remained quite motionless (its head was hidden from me by the grass so I
assume it did not see me and my footsteps had not woken it to danger). Previously I have always
assumed that you are only in danger of frightening them into attacking you if you take them by

surprise (e.g. trip over a bush and fall on one basking on the other side), and that if you walk along
steadily they will feel the vibrations of your footsteps and move away before you reach them, but this
experience reminded me to respect their presence. One factor that may account for this snake
remaining motionless could be that it had hidden its head and thought that the rest of its body was
also hidden - I remember once before having one move away from me until its head was well within
thick bracken cover when it stopped, leaving its tail end across the path that I wanted to take, and I
had to pull up a bracken frond and 'tickle the snake's tail' to get it to carry on out of my way. I rather
think that treading on an Adder's tail would cause it to attack you...
SAT 12 AUG
Today's Portsmouth NEWS had an article on Brook Meadow at Emsworth, its recent notificiation as a
SINC, and the newly formed community conservation group which intends to manage the land with
the help of the BTCV. My eye was caught by the face of Brian Fellows among three others in a photo
of some of the conservation group and I think we should congratulate him on taking on the task of
leading this group into action - the members should feel that they are undertaking a really important
task in view of the way the NEWS describes its status as a SINC (Site of importance for nature
conservation) by saying that the site is a beauty spot highlighted by the government for its
importance to nature - sounds to me as if at least John Prescott came down and declared the place
vital to the quality of life for the whole nation.
Another recent piece of accurate (?) reporting by the NEWS came in a piece about a Roe buck which
had recently been found living in the gardens of the Royal Marines museum at Eastney which went
into great detail about how it must have swum across Langstone Harbour from Hayling Island to get
there. While I've no doubt that it might have swum across the report gives no shred of evidence for
it having done so and does not consider the much simpler explanation that it came there on land,
probably down the eastern shore of Portsea Island. I think it is not uncommon for deer to get onto
roads and then be chivvied by the traffic further and further from the landscape with which they are
familiar until the deer become dis-oriented, take an in-appropriate escape route and end up in any
place that offers shelter, food, and preferably water. When I was working at the North Harbour IBM
site we twice had Roe deer as visitors there (one stayed for around three weeks and could
sometimes be seen drinking at the lake), and I have been told of a group of three or four Red Deer
which once turned up in Gosport near the Ferry.
MON 7 AUG
Each summer, as soon as we get a really hot dry spell, one or more people contact me to ask what is
wrong with their pond which is surrounded by dying, or full of dead frogs. Each year I tell them that
the problem is not in their pond (though it will be if they do not quickly collect up and dispose of the
corpses by incineration or burying) but comes from some unknown source. I think the source is
known to be a virus but it seems to attack the Frogs when they have dispersed from the ponds out to
fields and gardens, but only when the temperature is high and the ground dry. Once the Frogs have
the disease it seems to burn them up and the heat and pain drives them back to seek relief in the
water of their breeding pond where they die. I have not heard of any cure despite years of research
on the disease, so I feel free to indulge in my own totally unsubstantiated theory that the Frogs are
suffering from exposure to excessive radiation from the sun as the ozone layer thins - and that we
should be seeing them as miners would see a dead canary, i.e. a strong warning that there is a
danger to ourselves which our senses cannot detect. The reason for these thoughts is that
yesterday someone came to my door to tell me of this year's first outbreak of the disease - at a pond
on Hayling Island.

BIRDS:

WEEK 31 JULY 31 – AUG 6

SUN 6 AUG
Today's most interesting news comes from Brian Fellows who was on Stoughton Down (SU 822123 half a mile north of Bow Hill at Kingley Vale) around mid-day today watching a ringtail Harrier hunting
low over grass near the woodland edge for at least five minutes. Brian did not get a decent view of
the bird's facial pattern but the brown back, white rump, and distinctly 'rusty-orange' coloured
underparts make it a juvenile Hen or Montagu's - but which? I would put my money on Montagu's

merely on the early date, but both Brian and I hope other sightings help to resolve the dilemma.
...... Brian's bird is very unlikely to have been a Marsh Harrier, but one was hunting over fields behind
the Crab and Lobster at Sidlesham yesterday (Aug 5) and two more of them were seen at
Dungeness on the same day. At Sidlesham Ferry Pool there was a Wood Sandpiper but nothing to
compete with a flock of 34 Common Sandpiper (plus 5 individual birds) on the River Ouse just north
of Newhaven on Aug 4. At Cissbury Ring (TQ 1408 above the A24 just north of Worthing) another
Marsh Harrier was seen on Saturday (Aug 5) along with a Pied Flycatcher and probable Raven.
Also on Saturday (Aug 5) Alistair Martin walked north up the bridleway following the eastern edge of
Stansted Forest to the top of Rosamund's Hill, then came back along the Ladies Walk in the valley,
seeing two Spotted Flycatcher en route. Although these may be local birds that nested on the estate
none were to be seen along this route earlier in the summer and I suspect they are birds making their
way south from more northerly nests. Michael Prior told me yesterday that he believed that Spotted
Flycatchers had again nested near Stansted House but more positive news of a local nesting pair
comes today from Stephen Harwood at Catherington who has heard that the birds nested this year
at Catherington Church (which has always been a good place to find them in the past). Stephen had
an exciting view of a Sparrowhawk taking a Dunnock in his garden this morning, and only a couple of
days ago Chris Slade told me of seeing a Hobby take a Swift in flight.
Pager news for Saturday (Aug 5) is of an Avocet at Titchfield Haven along with Roseate Tern and Little
Gull. Today on HOSLIST there is news of around 50 Grey Plover with 8 Knot, 5 Turnstone and 9
Eider at Pennington. Another HOSLIST message which may be of interest to some is an
observation of a well grown juvenile Moorhen collecting a piece of bread thrown for ducks and taking
it to give to a much smaller sibling. This may seem surprising if seen for the first time but it is quite
normal behaviour for this species - the adults may have three broods in the season, and surviving
young from the first and second broods stay with the family unit and help to collect food for and feed
the young of later broods.
A late afternoon round of Bedhampton and Broadmarsh today gave me my first Green Sandpiper in the
Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton (in the concrete bottomed section only visible over the high wall
at the entrance to the Water Works) and a count of only 66 Mute Swans at the mouth of the stream
where there have been 100. The 66 does not include the two pairs with young (the one from
Bedhampton Mill Pool with three cygnets and the one supposed to be from North Binness with one
youngster). In the gravel quay pool were the three juvenile Shelduck that were not with their parents
yesterday (nor today) - they are now fully fledged and have presumably no more need of parental
care though the two adults are still around. At least two Robins were singing this afternooon and the
four local resident Swifts that were present last night were still around this morning (and at Emsworth
Brian Fellows saw 4 Swifts yesterday and at least three this morning).
SAT 5 AUG
Tony Gutteridge was at Farlington Marshes for today's high tide, and was sitting at 'The Point' at around
4pm when a small bird swam south between him and the 'Ice House' islet (within 150 metres of him).
It's size, shape, and long pointed bill told him it was a Phalarope, and the bird obligingly performed
one 360 degree 'spin' though it was swimming strongly as if late for an appointment over by Great
Salterns Quay. Tony tells me has has never seen any species of Phalarope before and after telling
me the news he was off to check his notes against the descriptions, but the chances must be in
favour of Red Necked on date alone (Aug 29 still I think remains the very earliest date for a Grey in
Hampshire). News of any other sightings will be welcome. While telling me about this bird Tony also
told me of some sightings he made on July 26 in the area north of Compton and Up Marden. Best of
these was of a Spotted Flycatcher with young at Telegraph House (SU 783149) on the hill top east of
Compton, a Turtle Dove at Bevis Thumb (SU 788155), and a Little Owl at SU 786106 beside the
road to Compton just north of Walderton (in a tree over the road from the newly converted barn).
At Budds Farm pools this afternoon I saw my first Teal of the autumn among a flock of 10 Little Grebe
(all seemingly adults - possibly birds that have flown to the coast from nearby breeding sites). One
Shelduck was on the pools, and later, when I was on the shore, both adult Shelduck (of the pair
which I think have reared three young in or around Budds Farm) flew out onto the sea. My first
thought was that they must have finished their moult to be able to fly, my second was to wonder
where the three juveniles were (and I have no answer to that). The only other local news from

Havant is that the two pairs of Swifts were still here this morning, a Willow Warbler was again singing
from the Hayling Billy line near my garden, and at Budds Farm a Med Gull flew over my head
(identified by its quiet mewing, and seen to be rapidly losing its black head feathers). Several Robins
were singing again today.
FRI 4 AUG
Arriving in Stansted Forest carpark this morning one of the first things I heard was my first Robin song
of the autumn, and shortly afterwards I heard the faint song of a Willow Warbler in the Forest after
hearing one at home before setting out. At least three Swifts were still in the skies above Havant this
morning, and last night I counted 18 high overhead at dusk. This evening the three resident Swifts
were still here (where has the fourth one gone?) and another Robin was singing in the twilight.
The first news to reach me of this year's juvenile Little Egrets seen away from their nest came from
Peter Morrison today after he and Sue had been puzzled by the colours seen on the bare parts of
what looked like a Little Egret seen this morning at the Bunny Meadows on the River Hamble (just
north of Warsash). Where an adult would have jet black bill and legs (except for the bright yellow
feet) this bird's bare parts were grey (sometimes showing greenish or yellowish tinges), and its lores
(the area between bill base and eye) were yellowish. A couple of birders who hastened to the scene
in response to Peter's first message about this bird both say that it is a normal juvenile Little Egret.
Over in Sussex up to 25 Little Egrets have been seen at Pagham Harbour North Walls, where I had
heard there was a night roost, but a message from Tony Wilson today says >> The Pagham Little
Egrets sometimes (maybe always?) roost at Chichester GP <<. The last piece of Egret news for
today comes from the SOS website which says >> Two Great White Egrets reported north over
Littlehampton Marina and Industrial estate at 8.00am on Aug 4 <<
THU 3 AUG
Pager news for today via Paul Winter is only from Titchfield Haven where 37 Blackwits, 2 Little Egret, a
Knot and a Curlew Sandpiper were seen. Not from the pagers, but direct from Jeremy Cullen in
Alresford, is the sad news that >> for several years I have had a spotted flycatcher in my garden in
the summer, but not this year << I'm sure Jeremy is not the only one to lose their garden flycatcher
this summer.
Chris Slade today saw the first Grey Plovers, still in their silver and black breeding plumage, on the
Langstone shore today after a visit to Farlington Marshes where he saw a single Curlew Sandpiper
(and thought he saw a distant small group of three Brent Geese flying over the Langstone Channel).
WED 2 AUG
David Parker tells me that the Birdguides website (www.birdguides.com) have just added a new 'Site
Line' service on which Bob Chapman is posting regular reports from Farlington. I have not had a
chance to check this out yet but I assume from the title 'Site Line' that the reports are organised by
sites and so you can find out Hampshire news without having to sift it from all the rarities in Kent and
East Anglia, etc. As to whether Farlington news is coming from Bob Chapman or from visiting
twitchers also remains to be discovered.
Brian Fellows had not seen any Swifts in Emsworth today when he sent me his news soon after 7pm
but an hour later there were at least 22 high over Havant and two pairs had been present through the
day still presumably feeding young in the nest
TUE 1 AUG
Brian Fellows tells me that on Sunday evening (July 30) Barry Collins counted 162 Little Egret entering
the main night roost at Thorney Great Deeps and Barry believes that was a total for the island (i.e. no
other roosts in use). Brian also passed on news of an Osprey seen by Barry off the south east of
Thorney Island (Pilsey area) but it is not clear if this was on July 30 or August 1. Going back to the
Egrets I don't think anyone has yet established the limits of the catchment area for the Thorney
Island night roost - the sheer number of birds indicates that they must come from further afield than
Langstone and Chichester Harbours. and there are no roosts in West Sussex that I know of so I
assume the Pagham harbour birds go there, and possibly those from as far as the River Adur, but
that those from East Sussex (there were four at Arlington Reservoir north of Beachy Head today)
travel so far seems unlikely. To the west observers at Farlington were saying last summer that their
birds headed west (not east to Thorney) at night, and until this last week I have never heard anyone
suggest that birds from west of Southampton Water came east. Dave Unsworth did speculate that
they might do so when he found few birds at Sowley Pond (see entry for July 31) but when watching

at Lepe last night Dave saw all the birds from there (mouth of Southampton Water on the west side)
heading west. It seems almost certain that there are more night roosts to be found than those known
at Thorney, Gosport/Bedenham, Sowley Pond and Newtown on the Isle of Wight.
I still have no hard evidence that Herring Gulls are nesting on buildings in Old Portsmouth but an
observation by Brian Fellows today made it more likely that they are doing so. Brian was at the
junction of St Thomas and Lombard Streets (just north of the Anglican cathedral and west of the
High Street) when he heard the begging cries of a young Herring Gull and looked up to see a
youngster with two adults. Brian does not say if the youngster was big enough to have flown there
but he was fairly well convinced that this was a pair with young at or near their nest site, and this
must be a different nest to the one reported to me on the east side of the High Street last week.
Earlier in the day Brian had checked out the usual Portsmouth sites and found little change except
for the return of many Mallard to Baffins Pond (72 this week against only 15 last week).
This morning two pairs of Swifts, presumably still with young in their nests, were active low over my
house and in the evening at least seven were doing their high speed aerobatics over the area. In
between seeing them I cycled to Hayling via Langstone Pond where, with the tide up, 18 Egrets were
'manning the masthead' of the dead conifer near the Wade Court yew tree and over the sea two or
three Greenshank were calling loudly as they flew around with over 40 Redshank choosing the best
place to sit out the tide. There were three more Egrets at the Oysterbeds with several Common
Sandpiper and a single Wheatear (and just possibly two Rock Pipits - large dark pipits, making
non-Meadow Pipit noises, seen briefly before they disappeared in the glasswort). The most obvious
change from last week was a total absence of Little Terns or other birds on the lagoon nest island,
though there was a small group of gulls and juvenile Sandwich Terns in a cluster at the north east
end where there had been no nesting birds. Carrying on down the Coastal Path one Little Owl and
one Turtle Dove were on the dead tree branches (and I have been told that two Little Owls and two
Turtle Doves have been seen together here recently). Bar a couple more Swifts over South Hayling
there was no further bird interest in the trip.
My comments yesterday on large numbers of Common Terns flying west past Gosport early in the
morning drew an interesting response from Peter Gammage today. Peter says that during last
autumn he had spent several evenings at the mouth of Langstone Harbour counting Terns flying in
from the open sea to spend the night in the harbour, and on at least two occasions he counted over
1300 Terns coming in (while Jason Crook is said to have counted over 3000 on one particular
evening). Peter believes that there is quite a long period in the autumn, after the breeding period,
when our local Terns stick around in the Solent area, coming into Langstone Harbour to a large
communal roost each evening and then spreading out during the day to different fishing grounds.
On this theory the birds heading west past Gosport in the morning would come back east each
evening … I know that quite a few people pop down to the shore of an evening and I hope that more
of them will record and let us know any movmements of Terns they observe. I’m sure this theory is
basically correct but it would be interesting to know what part the major Langstone roost plays and if
there are equivalent roosts in Portsmouth and Chichester Harbours (in both of which Terns can in
the autumn be seen in good numbers just inside the harbour entrances - at the entrance to Haslar
Lake and in the Black Point/Tournerbury area). Gulls which feed inland return to harbour roosts
each night and these roosts are to be found in all three harbours, so why should not Terns use all
three?
MON 31 JULY
Alistair Martin went to Kingley Vale (on the downs north of Chichester) today and looked for Golden
Pheasant without success. Back in 1993 the Sussex Bird Report indicated that there could be 14
pairs in a feral breeding colony based on the woods around Kingley Vale and West Dean and with
luck you had a chance of seeing one or more of the magnificent males at Kingley Vale, perhaps
nonchalantly crossing the path ahead of you or glimpsed distantly by getting down to scan the bare
ground under the Yew trees. Since then numbers have declined and the latest report (for 1998) says
that only four reports of sightings had been sent in for the whole year, concluding that the species
was in imminent danger of extinction in Sussex. Unless anyone can come up with evidence to the
contrary I believe the birds have disappeared. Two birds which are definitely increasing are Red Kite
and Raven and last week Alistair took a break in a long drive to North Wales to call in at Gigrin Farm,
Rhyader where the farmer empties a sack of beef in a field each day and visitors get close views

from a hides. Alistair saw 19 Kites, half a dozen Raven and several Buzzard with Crows and
Magpies trying to sneak scraps
When Brian Fellows checked out the Emsworth harbour and ponds today he found a total of 68 Mute
Swans, well up on the 38 there a fortnight ago, and this may be a sign that they are completing their
moult and wanting to return to better feeding areas from the safer but less weed-rich places where
they have been moulting. Maybe they are completing this process earlier than in past years as
Radio Solent told me this morning that today is Swan Upping Day when the young birds of the year
are rounded up and marked (by nicks on their bills) to indicate their ownership and so protect the
Queen's Swans from ending up on some lower ranking person's dinner table - presumably the last
day of July was selected as being a time when the young were well grown but still with their parents
who could not fly. July 31 also used to be the last day on which the Swifts were seen in nesting
areas, though in recent years they have taken to arriving and leaving on later dates than May 1 and
July 31. Brian does not say what the situation is in Emsworth but here in Havant we still seem to
have two pairs working hard to feed young in the nest, but the flock of up to 30 birds that have been
over the town on recent evening's has not shown up tonight despite good weather - have they gone
on south early this year?
200 Common, with 10 Sandwich and 1 Black Tern flew west off Stokes Bay at Gosport early this
morning and were recorded by Lee Marshall. I would think it is too early for a mass departure of
Terns (certainly those with young will be around for a month or more) but it could be that
non-breeding birds are already on the move (possibly because of depleted fish stocks in our waters).
More likely these are birds just drifting along the coast which may move east again. 1 Eider and up
to 18 Common Scoter were seen on the sea in the area or flying east.
Dave Unsworth was at Sowley Pond near Lymington on Saturday night (July 29) but could only see 27
Egrets coming in to roost there, far fewer than the 55 which he saw there a week before (July 24).
Dave wonders if the number roosting is linked to the tides, or if the birds move to different roosts for
their own reasons. I can't answer these questions but I do think that Egret behaviour is less
predictable than that of many other species - they may move roosts without warning, and counting
them in or out of roosts is fraught with difficulty (sometimes they come in early and hide away before
you arrive, sometimes they stay out late and come in after dark, and while some fly in by the watched
route others sneak in from behind).
......Dave also comments that there is currently a good selection of Yellow Legged Gulls at Eling (top of
Southampton Water) but he gives no indication of numbers. I have heard no more of the massive
count of 285 in Pagham Harbour, nor any count from Eling or elsewhere.
PLANTS:

SUN 6 AUG
Today's only new (to me) flower was a mass of male Hop flowers on the bushes around the pool just
south of the A27 in the old Brockhampton Lane cul de sac. Here, at the end of the cul de sac are big
'bushes' of Sticky Groundsel, a plant that seems to be spreading in the Havant area (it appeared as
a pavement weed in Beechworth Road where I live last year and is back again this year). Another
plant that now surrounds Langstone harbour quite densely is Guernsey Fleabane which was
growing next to the Groundel, and which lines part of Harts Farm Way nearby. Further west along
that road the Cockspur Grass is recovering from close mowing and has several healthy flowering
spikes opposite the entrance to the Broadmarsh small carpark.
SAT 5 AUG
A good half dozen plants of Slender Hare's Ear showed themselves to me on the Langstone South
Moors seawall path this afternoon but none had any flowers yet open. On Budds Mound I had the
unexpected and rare sight of one flower spike on Amphibious Bistort, and as I walked back to Havant
I found Guernsey Fleabane in two places (its more hoary look and broader leaves suggesting its
identity which was confirmed by the hooked, not patent, hairs around the leaf edge). The lovely
Orange Hawkweed was flowering in a Havant garden which I passed today - I think it was a 'survivor'
of some earlier planting but acted as a reminder to be on the look-out for this lovely plant.
FRI 4 AUG
In Stansted Forest this morning I met the Forester, Michael Prior, who told me he had just found a new
species of orchid for the Forest - Broad Leaved Helleborine - growing close to Stansted House, and

that the two plants there had had a lucky escape when a large vehicle carrying a generator for the
massive Last Night of the Proms show held there recently was parked right over the spot where they
were growing. I cannot recall seeing this orchid species in the Stansted area before but just after he
had told me this I too came on a single good specimen beside one of the minor paths in
compartment 19. Later in my walk I found Corn Mint in full flower and came on my first Common
Hemp Nettle and Trailing St John's Wort and was pleased to see several Foxgloves reflowering.
TUE 1 AUG
Going to have a second look at the Pale Toadflax which I discovered on Sinah Common last week I
found at least seventy flowering plants, including a few some distance from the others, and this time
saw that there was a mass of freshly flowering Dodder on the gorse close to the Toadflax. I did not
check very carefully but I was convinced that the profuse and fresh Dodder flowers wre giving off a
strong and pleasant scent - can anyone confirm that these flowers are scented? Along at Sandy and
Black Points the Sea Holly is in flower and in the old hospital grounds the Cotton Thistles are in
flower. Along the sand dunes to the south of the Black Point Sailing Club buildings there were the
largest 'bushes' of Saltwort that I have ever seen. On my way home I called in at Mill Rythe and
found the expected large scale display of Chicory and Lucerne flowering along the west shore of the
bay (just south of the boatyard), and at Northney open space south of the marina the land
immediately behind the houses to the west of the carpark entrance to this area was a massive
display of glorious wildflowers - among the things that caught my attention here was the patch of
Wood Small Reed (Calamagrostis epigejos), now in flower, as is some of the acre of Pepper
Saxifrage. There was one plant of Garden Asparagus looking its best with its creamy bell-like
flowers hanging from the delicate feathery leaved branches.
MON 31 JULY
Christoph Harwood remarks on a plentiful crop of Hazel nuts on trees around East Meon where he took
his regular week-end walk and I would echo this. I'm sure the Squirrels and other creatures will take
their share of the crop but I hope that a few Dormice benefit as well. Beech mast is also prolific this
year and yesterday I found it very easy to fill a large container with my first gathering of blackberries
for the season - these were the large berried 'escaped' cultivated type but their presence augurs well
for other autumn fruits. One flower which Christoph found which I have not yet seen was Common
Hemp-nettle
INSECTS:

SUN 6 AUG
On Stoughton Down and Bow Hill to the north of Chichester today Brian Fellows saw one Small
Tortoiseshell and a possible Clouded Yellow with Red Admirals, Peacocks, Brimstones and
Speckled Woods in addition to the many Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and Small White.
SAT 5 AUG
Tony Wilson went to Dungeness and saw two Red-Veined Darters in the RSPB Reserve today presumably migrants, bigger and bloodier than the Common and Ruddy Darters which are similar but he missed out on a much rarer insect, Lesser Emperor. According to Dan Powell's book
(published in 1999) there have only been three British records of this southern European species,
but when Tony heard that one had been seen at the reserve the sun had gone in and neither the sun
nor the dragonfly showed again, While there he saw two Marsh Harriers and two Hobbies and an
interesting list of butterflies which included over 100 Peacocks and 2 Painted Ladies but only 1
Common Blue (I don't know the habitat there but would have thought there should be more Common
Blues is any were seen).
Nearer home a White Admiral was seen by Alistair Martin in the Stansted Forest Ladies Walk area and
on Catherington Down Stephen Harwood found only three Marbled White still on the wing as the
fresh Common Blues start to emerge. Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and Small White were all present
in good numbers and a few Brimstone, Peacock and Small Skipper.
This afternoon I probably saw a dozen very fresh Red Admirals in the Havant area with little else on the
wing other than Small Whites, Gatekeepers, Meadow Browns and Speckled Woods.
FRI 4 AUG
Barry Yates monthly report for July from the Rye Harbour nature reserve includes mention of several

migrant moths that might be of general interest. He says >> Most notable among the migrants were
a Vestal (1st), the second site record of Bedstraw Hawk-moth (5th), Convolvulous Hawk-moth
(17th), three Hummingbird Hawk-moths and a Gem (30th) << For the micro-moth specialist he also
reports >> The scarce pyralid moth Sitochroa palealis, was in higher numbers than usual at the east
end of the Beach Reserve where its foodplant Wild Carrot flourishes. There were also three records
of Pempelia genistella - a very scarce pyralid associated with Gorse. << He also reports the Pygmy
Footman in good numbers and a few Pale Grass Eggars.
A walk around Stansted Forest this morning gave me a good total of fourteen butterfly species plus one
Southern Hawker dragonfly. Among the butterflies was a Small Copper, a male Brimstone, one
fresh Peacock and my personal (very belated) first Silver Washed Fritillary. Just one male and one
female Common Blue were seen as well as one Holly Blue, and a late Ringlet also went on my list.
TUE 1 AUG
Peter Gardner was with a party visiting Porton Down last Sunday (July 30) and found Silver Spotted
Skipper were already on the wing there so I assume that those at Beacon Hill in the Meon Valley will
be on show when the sun next shines. Earlier last week (July 26) Peter visited Catherington Down
and found Purple Hairstreak on oaks there.
Just one Comon Blue seen at Milton Common today by Brian Fellows indicates the start of the summer
brood emergence there
John Goodspeed was this morning presented with a Poplar Hawkmoth found in an unusual situation on
a petrol pump at Paulsgrove (south of Portsdown). Hawk-moths found in similar easy-to-spot places
are normally those which have just emerged from pupation and crawled up to an exposed spot while
their wings fill out and harden. They stay there until dusk and then fly off, never to be seen so easly
again unless attracted to a light (on subsequent days they hide themselves very effectively). As this
one will have pupated in the ground I guess it ws lucky to have been able to crawl from the flowerbed
or wherever it emerged to the petrol pump without being run over. Another impressive insect was
found in John's house today - this was the large Ichneumon Rhyssa persuasoria.
My main reason for including Sandy Point in my tour of Hayling today was to see if any Grayling were to
be seen and at first I thought the brisk south west wind would be too much for them but as I came
alongside the south of the nature reserve (coming from the promenade) I had brief glimpses of two
large dark butterflies flying up from the ground inside the reserve, being blown by the wind and
immediately going to ground again. While I think these were Grayling I could not honestly put them
on my list until I got round to the old Hospital Grounds where the wind was negligible, and here I saw
two on the ground, and flying, within a few feet of me. During my tour I passed Red Admirals,
Comma, Small Whites, Gatekeepers and Meadow Browns and some Speckled Woods. Stopping off
at Rosemary Webb's house there were several Holly Blues in the garden, but the best was yet to
come as on the Northney open space (south of the marina) I saw at least one (maybe three) Clouded
Yellow, two Common Blue, one Small Heath and some Small (maybe also Large) skippers. This
evening an email from John Goodspeed tells me of at least one more Clouded Yellow on Portsdown
today
News of the first Argioppe bruennichi (Golden Orb or Wasp Spider) came today from Alistair Martin who
had just seen three of them on Hayling in the interesting patch of 'waste land' connecting the Hayling
Billy Line to Saltmarsh Lane via Denhill Close. This land was the subject of a recent planning
application which could have closed the footpath across it by construction of a house on the route of
the path but thankfully this application has just been refused by Havant Borough.
MON 31 JULY
Andrew Brookes was in woods to the north of Portsdown yesterday (July 30) and found Silver Washed
Fritillary and White Admirals still going strong, together with an exceptional number of at least 40
Peacocks. I have still to see more than occasional single Peacocks, and I assume that these
clusters are around the places where large nests of caterpillars have found good feeding and
escaped predation. Up to 13 Holly Blue were also seen in these woods.
Christoph Harwood was walking around East Meon today when he came on what was almost certainly
a Gold Ringed Dragonfly in Frogmore Lane. His only uncertainty about it was the distance from the
Meon, but this should be no deterrent - when mating or egglaying the insects have to be in the
habitat which suits them, but for the week or so after emerging, and before they are fully ready for the
fray, they may fly miles from water. A Small Copper was easier to identify and Christoph also saw

Green Veined White and some late Ringlets plus other butterflies.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

FRI 4 AUG
Wandering round Stansted Forest today I enjoyed the rich red-brown colour and chunky shape of
Spindleshank toadstools clustered round an old oak stump and nearby noted what appeared to be
rabbit droppings on another broad tree stump – you may well have seen a similar sight often enough
and assumed they were rabbit droppings but they are much more likely to be Grey Squirrel
droppings. During my walk I met the Forester, Michael Prior, and amongst other things asked him if
the Hare population on the estate was flourishing, eliciting a sad story of how Michael had more than
once recently come across someone with a dog that was obviously being used to catch Hares, but
without a policeman he was powerless to take any effective action to stop the illegal activity (in the
old days, he said, the keeper would have shot the dog and made it very clear that the man was not
welcome). This reminded me of two other sad stories I have heard recently. The first concerns our
much prized Hampshire Red Helleborine orchid which this year (I hear) has suffered from
photographers who learnt its exact whereabouts from the internet – not only did the photographers
wrench off the metal cover put to protect the plant, they also broke of the top of the flower spike and
lay on a second smaller plant while photographing the first. The other story also concerns orchids –
shortly after the public were invited on a walk around the Bishop’s Waltham Moors which included a
visit to the lovely Marsh Helleborine plants two or more of those plants were dug up …
MON 31 JULY
Lee Marshall was at Stokes Bay, Gosport, this morning and watched five Common Dolphin close in to
the shore between 9 and 10am when they moved off west, being seen off Lee on the Solent around
11:30am. This reminds me that I have heard nothing of Seals or Seal-pups from Chichester Harbour
or elsewhere this summer - does anyone have news of them?
WEEK 30 JULY 24 – 30
BIRDS:

SUN 30 JULY
Paul Winter is still valiantly working to keep us up to date with Hampshire pager news but can only
manage to find time to send off a single summary bulletin of the previous day's news at around 6am
each morning - thanks, Paul. On Friday (July 28) there were 3 Black Tern at Titchfield Haven (5
there on July 26) and some of them were still there on Saturday along with a couple of Roseate and
at least one Arctic Tern. Also on Saturday (July 29) a Curlew Sandpiper was reported and two birds
which I think have been resident there for over a month were seen - the Bittern and Egyptian Goose.
Down at Keyhaven 3 Little Ringed Plovers were reported on the pagers on Saturday, and on Friday
(July 28) Giles Darvill saw a Black Necked Grebe close enough to the Pennington shore to see
yellow facial markings, streaked with black, which makes it sound like a juvenile - however no
parents were seen and it may be the Black Necked Grebe seen on June 18 and 19 by Russell Wynn
and others (and possibly mis-identified as Slavonian on June 26). On Saturday Giles was on the Isle
of Wight and, in addtion to two or three Peregrine, saw two Raven (which he thinks were first
summer birds though I can't find anything to distinguish young birds in my books) by the Needles
battery.
Last night Trevor Carpenter was at Cams Bay (where Fareham Creek meets Portsmouth Harbour) and
could see no evidence for an invasion of Black Tailed Godwit but did find 320 Redshank and
watched a Greenshank (carrrying a morsel of food) outfly a Herring Gull, but only after a half-mile
chase. Maybe the mud there is not to the taste of the Godwits but the stony edges to the bay had
attracted a few Turnstone (I have yet to see either Turnstone or Grey Plover back in the harbours).
Checking for late news tonight I found a HOSLIST message from Lee Marshall reporting a Bonxie
loitering off Gilkicker Point around 7pm this evening with 7+ adult Gannet, 4 Common Scoter, 2 adult
Med Gulls, a first summer Little Gull and 3 Little Tern (are these latter regularly seen off Gilkicker or
are they passage birds?). Earlier in the afternoon Lee had seen a juvenile Peregrine miss a Mallard
off Titchfield Haven where 1 adult Black and 2 adult Roseate Terns were still showing.
SAT 29 JULY

Brian Fellows tells me that he walked down to watch the Egrets arriving at the Thorney Island night
roost on Friday evening and found Steve Gauntlett from Norfolk already counting them in, with a total
of 60 already in by 20:30 when Brian arrived. The sun set at 20:55 and the high tide was at 21:53 so
by 21:00 the tide would already have been high (though it was a neap of only 4.5 metres) so there
was little reason for the Egrets to stay out fishing. These factors helped to bring in the Egrets before
dark (sometimes they are still arriving after dark) and the count had risen to 131 when Brian left at
21:15, though later that evening Barry Collins told Brian that the final count was 141 though there
could have been more in other trees on Thorney Island and in other possible roosts in Chichester
Harbour (I have no evidence this year of other roosts being active though I understand that the
Egrets have used Oldpark Wood in past years). If anyone has sufficient enthusiasm to spend an
evening looking for birds coming into other potential night roosts I can suggest three places worth
watching. The first is Oakpark Wood of which the side facing the Chichester Channel/Fishbourne
Creek can be viewed from the publicly accessible Copperas Point (SU 829019) which is less than
600 metres along the path north from Chichester Yacht Basin (or well over 1km south from Dell
Quay). Of course the Egrets could enter this wood from the landward side which cannot easily be
watched (and the wood is private and well guarded). The other two potential night roosts are in
Portsmouth Harbour, in the Horsea Island trees or Elson Wood. The easiest place to watch the
seaward side of Horsea Island is the seawall around Portchester Castle (at SU 626044), though
birds coming over Portsmouth from Langstone Harbour would probably not be seen. The third night
roost site (which I assume is used at least by the birds which nest there) is the heronry within the
Gosport Defence Munitions site at Bedenham (SU 598036 I think) which is about 1.5km south west
of Wicor Mill and can be seen through a telescope from the north shore at around SU 604047. I
doubt that watching from any of these points would give an accurate count but if someone is
prepared to sit at them actively watching for up to three hours until it gets dark they might spot a few
birds heading in.
While on Thorney last night Brian Fellows saw many Swallows and heard the chatter of several
hundred roosting birds in the reed beds around the Little Deeps as he headed home in the dusk.
Earlier, at the Great Deeps, he had seen some 38 Greenshank roosting on the south side of the
deeps and I suspect there were many more along both banks of the Great Deeps, especially the big
roost at SU 761039 but I have no idea what the current total may be (probably between 100 and 150)
Last year Brian Fellows heard the first Robin resume song on July 25, and this year he has been
listening out but with no success so far. Have you heard the start of their 'laid back' autumn song?
Dave Pearson paid a brief evening visit to Alresford Pond this evening and counted 65 Swans still on
the water with 8 Cormorant. 5 Ruddy Duck (3 male, 2 female) were seen but no ducklings (three
were seen there on July 9), though there were 5 unchaperoned young Shelduck on an island.
FRI 28 JULY
On the SOS website I see that last Wednesday (July 26) at Sidlesham Ferry there were three Curlew
Sandpiper with single Wood, Common and Green Sandpiper plus a dozen Bar Tailed Godwit (I have
heard a lot about Black Tailed Godwit returning to our harbours recently but little about Bar Tails).
Another Wood Sandpiper was with a Little Stint and two Curlew Sandpiper at Rye Harbour recently
with 220 Sandwich Tern. More transitory migrants at Rye have been a Quail (on sand dunes on July
24) and a Stone Curlew which spent the whole afternoon of July 26 in the Quarry there
Two separate messages this evening refer to insectivorous birds which normally feed in flight changing
their habits and picking insects off trees. The first message was from Ed Griffiths who, while in
Cheshire last weekend, saw quite a few Spotted Flycatcher but was told by locals that many of the
Flycatchers had learnt to conserve their energy by perching in Lime trees and picking insects off the
branches rather than flying out to catch them in flight. The second comes from Neal Ward via the
SOS website - Neal was in Essex recently and saw more than 20 House Martins circling a 20 foot
high Cherry tree, frequently landing on the branches and appearing to pick insects off the bark. Neal
could not be certain what the birds were doing, and by the time he had his bins the birds had gone.
Brian Fellows notes that around 20 Swifts were circling Emsworth last night - the highest number he
has seen over the town this summer - while I have seen an evening flock of 28 or 30 over Havant
once this week. As regular sightings during the day here in Havant rarely exceed six birds, and in
view of some evidence that when young Swifts leave the nest they do not stay around with their
parents but immediately head south on their own, I am reluctant to associate the numbers in the

evening flocks with locally nesting birds and believe that most of them are non-breeders who happen
to be in the area and want to do a spot of socialising in the evening (they could I suppose be
collecting in a night roost flock - although they are said to sleep on the wing they may feel happier to
doze off while flying in a flock than on their own - if there is any danger one or two birds with their
eyes open can warn the others who are sleeping)
Brian Fellows was at Broadmarsh today on the lookout for colour ringed Godwit but with only 24
Blackwits present (only one ringed) he had plenty of time to count the rapidly increasing Redshank
flock which today numbered 142. Back at Emsworth there were 73 Blackwits and again just one
colour ringed.
THU 27 JULY
Juvenile Kestrels, and even adults in times of food shortage, are quite happy to catch and eat beetles or
even earthworms, and juvenile Peregrines have just as much difficulty learning the art of killing by
their species traditional methods as do Kestrels so I suppose we should not be too surprised by
Colin Bates observation of a Peregrine on a pylon by the River Itchen at Bishopstoke with prey which
appeared to be a large rodent. The only slight hesitation that I have in thinking this a normal
observation is that I wrote on July 19 of the danger which a fast flying Peregrine would be in if it tried
to snatch prey from the ground while travelling at high speed (any resistance by the prey could send
the falcon crashing into the ground, probably breaking a wing). But that does not mean that a
dejected young Peregrine, sitting on a low perch and contemplating its plight, could not pounce
Kestrel like on a vole that happened to appear below the perch. And of course there is another
explanation - what appeared to Colin to be a large rodent (and he does not claim that it was) could
have been a falconer's lure and falcon a tame bird.
Pager news from Titchfield Haven today is of 4+ Roseate Terns and a juvenile Arctic Tern. I would
hesitate to identify an adult Arctic Tern from a Common but I remember seeing a juvenile Arctic over
the IBM Lake and at first glance mistaking it's bouncy flight beating up and down the lake as that of a
Black Tern. Keith Vinnecombe would I am sure not agree with that comparision but he does say
that, unlike adults, juvenile Common and Arctic Terns are easily separated, even at a distance, with
the Arctic looking much smarter, with more clear cut plumage and very white underwings.
Ed Griffiths tells me that the Surrey Bird Club website has a note of a White Stork seen over the A3 at
Esher on July 19. It was flying south and may or may not have been the one seen by Paul Beckett
going north west over Acres Down in the New Forest on July 22 (see my note on July 24)
Ed Griffiths was in Cheshire last weekend (July 22/23) and found plenty of Swallows there (even
nesting in the local pub where he was staying), and he attributes this to the prevalence of grass fields
full of Freisian cows with the many insects they attract - there are also plenty of byres and barns for
Swallow nests. There are also plenty of Spotted Flycatchers in the county, though Ed did not see
many House Martins. At Sandbach Flashes he found a flourishing clony of Tree Sparrows which
benefit from a regular supply of seed put for them at a roadside feeding station (as I think also
happens at Rutland Water) - does anyone know if they are still present at Pagham Harbour
(Sidlesham) where similar efforts were being made to retain their presence by regular feeding?
Yesterday I had a phone call from a lady who has within the past month moved into a new house in the
High Street of Old Portsmouth (adjacent to the Grammar School). Her concern was for a juvenile
Herring Gull which had landed in the High Street and, being apparently unable to fly up again, was in
great danger from the traffic with no gardens or parks into which it could escape on foot. I was unable
to help and was more interested in the fact that it seemed to have come from a city roof nest than
with its individual fate. All the lady could tell me was that since she had moved into the property she
had heard the gulls continuously (day and night) and thought they had a nest on a wall around the
Grammar School though she had not seen it. Today the Portsmouth NEWS prints a substantial
piece on the subject of juvenile gulls leaving city roof nests before they can fly properly, saying it is a
widespread problem and advising people to leave the gulls where they are (and not to bother the
RSPCA - I suspect the piece was prompted by the RSPCA wishing to reduce the number of calls
they are getting). What the paper does not say is whether this is a problem in Portsmouth or just a
general and growing problem in other coastal towns - the paper implies that there are lots of gulls
nesting in Portsmouth but I have heard of no specific cases (even with this one the nest has not been
seen and the bird in the High Street may be much older than was thought and have come from afar).
This seems a good opportunity to express the opinion that there are probably quite a lot of people

who would be interested in progress reports on surveys (the current roof nesting seagull survey is
just one example), and if the people who receive data from such surveys were to put out progress
reports (e.g. on HOSLIST) as they receive data the survey organisers would probably benefit (both
by getting more data from those who had not previously heard of the survey and by reminding those
who have been collecting data to send it in). In my opinion those birders who might take a minor
interest in statistics published months or years after the event would in my opinion take a greater
interest in news that was current despite being incomplete.
Last year at about this time a Great Spotted Woodpecker, it's domestic duties at a nest presumably
finished for the year, came to Theo Roberts' garden in Cosham and excavated a new hole which it
then used as a night roost for the rest of the summer and possibly winter. This week what is
probably the same male bird is back using the same hole, and Theo thinks the female of the pair may
retain the right to roost in the nest chamber (leaving the question of where the young spend the night
open to question).
Today's visit to Old Idsworth Farm found little bird interest other than the sight of around 50 Linnet in the
first autumn flock which I have seen, and the discovery that one of four Barn Owl boxes was being
put to good use by honey bees as a hive. Two Corn Buntings are still singing, and I am inclined to
think that all along there have only been two territories here this year.
WED 26 JULY
Today's special bird in Hampshire was a juvenile Purple Heron which was spotted at Fleet Pond at 1pm
and last seen there around 8pm
Five Black Terns were reported at Titchfield Haven today (along with four Roseate Terns) and two were
seen yesterday at Weir Wood Reservoir (a couple of miles south of East Grinstead)
Barry Collins found a total of 128 Egrets night roosting on Thorney Island on July 13 but only 38 of them
were in the traditional roost where they can be seen by the public from the seawall - the others were
in trees well within the military fence and as all visitors walking round the island have to be outside
the fence by dusk (and cannot wander off the coastal path) these birds remain a military secret.
Another night roost with (I think) public access is at Sowley Pond (SZ 3796) near Lymington and
here Dave Unsworth found 55 Egrets on the night of July 24. Dave says there is also a night roost in
Newtown Harbour on the Isle of Wight but has no count from there to tally with the Sowley Pond
count.
TUE 25 JULY
Hampshire pager news today features a reported Great White Egret flying east over Titchfield Haven
around 6:30pm, From Pennington/Keyhaven comes news of both Wood and Curlew Sandpiper plus
Knot, Ruff and Water Rail.
The Sussex Ornithological website today reports the appearance of two Curlew Sandpiper at
Sidlesham Ferry pool and the passage of two Balearic Shearwater past Selsey Bill with 200 Gannet
and 100 Common Scoter. Away to the east Grasshopper Warblers are passing through Icklesham (I
wonder if passing through means flying into mist nets and having their passposrts checked before
being freed to fly on south?). A more visible bird going the other way was a Yellow Legged Gull seen
at Weir Wood Reservoir.
At Baffins Pond today Brian Fellows could only find 74 of the 144 Canada Geese that have recently
been moulting there, and many of those that remain are taking to the air on short flights before
deciding where to go next. Other numbers at the pond are fairly low, with just 15 Mallard being an all
time low there. The 12 Barnacle Geese remain but they are just a small remnant of the 42 which
were there at the start of 1999. The diminution of the Swan flock at the canoe lake to just 4 birds is
a more expected decline - no doubt they will return when summer visitors depart.
The return of Black Tailed Godwits continues and today Brian Fellows saw a flock of 146 on mud off
Budds Farm seen from Broadmarsh, seven of them having colour rings but none with the Lime
markers of this year's Iceland trip. Redshank are also pouring back to the coast and were present
with the Godwits and Oystercatchers, while round the corner there were six Little Egret on the South
Moors shore.
On 21 July I expressed some doubt as to the effectiveness of waving a white handkerchief as a means
of attracting Nightjar, and tonight Andrew Howard tells me that it does work very well if you add a
secret ingredient to the recipe, Andrew says >> I too was wary of believing the white hankerchief
trick. However, several years ago I was conducting an evening class walk in search of nightjars at

Wiggenholt Common, Pulborough. To the derision of the students my young son/unofficial assistant
set off into the gloom thus attired, and clapping his hands. Some were saying he should be taken into
care if I was going to treat him like that. However, the laughter changed to astonishment as a male
nightjar swept low across his head! Until then we had only heard distant churrings. So I am a
convert. Having said that the Ambersham Common nightjars aren't that stupid! <<
My weekly trip to Hayling this afternoon found the Little Owl once more showing well in the 'Aston Villa'
meadow (SU 715018). On the way down at around 2pm it was higher than usual, on a dead branch
of a still live oak immediately west of the dead tree, but on my return around 5pm it was back on the
dead tree with a Turtle Dove perched at the very tip of that dead tree (the first time I have had a
chance to enjoy the colours on Turtle Dove plumage this year). Down at Gunner Point, with one
Skylark singing well, I found the whole Kestrel family out hunting together - five of them hovering
along a line perhaps 500 metres long, but the observation which interested me most today was one
of those behavioural changes which seem to occur in a whole species on the same day for no
obvious reason (I'm thinking of things like the onset of song or migratory movements). In this case
what I saw may have been just co-incidence but all three Song Thrushes seen today were feeding
on the ground, which doesn't sound very impressive except by contrast with all my previous
observations during the spring when the birds have been nearly always heard singing and remained
unseen in the trees. To start with my 'garden' Thrush - from March to June I have heard what I
believe to be the same bird singing almost daily from perches within an assumed territory measuring
some 500 metres long and 200 metres broad - just once in that time I have seen it in my garden,
presumably after snails. This morning, going into the garden before breakfast, there it was on the
ground on a concrete path, hammering bashing a snail open. It saw me but did not fly, just hopped
into some cover. Later, on my way to Hayling, I passed a second bird on the ground in Wade Lane
- again it ran off rather than flying - and on my way back I came on a third Thrush dealing with a snail
on the Hayling Billy track - this one flew up into some low bushes from which I assume it returned to
the snail as soon as I had passed. Although someone today told me they still have a Blackbird with
young in the nest I think the Thrushes have probably finished nesting and interpret their behaviour
(more time spent on the ground and feeding on snails) as signs of the onset of moult and end of
feeding young. Moult would make them less able/willing to fly and at a guess they may feed the
young more with soft bodied insects or small worms than snails (the time and energy used in
breaking the shells may make more easily obtained 'fast food' the choice for feeding young, and the
size of a whole large snail would probably be more than a youngster could stomach).
MON 24 JULY
A White Stork is pretty unmistakable and has nowhere to hide in a clear sky yet it seems that last
Saturday (July 24) one managed to fly from the Hampshire coast to West Wales without being
spotted by more than three or four people. Luckily for us (and him!) one of those people was Paul
Beckett who had just reached Acres Down in the New Forest at around 8:45am and was climbing the
very steep path onto the Down, laden with scope etc when he glanced up and saw the huge shape
gliding high above him. Unable to set up the scope on the steep slope he just managed to get the
bird in his bins without falling down the hill and saw the white body, black flight feathers, and
distinctive shape of the Stork in flight. By the time he got to the top of the hill the bird had gone. Back
in Southampton that evening he searched the web for other sightings and found two for that day one in Gloucestershire (Wootton under edge) around midday which flew off towards the Severn
estuary, then one over the A48 in Dyfed later in the afternoon. These birds are not often seen in
Hampshire and Paul's fleeting glimpse was typical - Dave Treacher saw one drop in to Titchfield
Haven on 4 April 99 without any one else seeing the bird then, before or after, and there have been
two similar sightings in the Fareham area on Birdline (25 Apr 98 and 18 Oct 99) plus one at
Farnborough on 2 Apr 99. In Sussex there were two sightings in 1999 and three this year (including
two seen by a lot of people (I think) at Burpham Court Farm near Guildford on or around Mar 30).
The best Hampshire bird was in the Andover area from 5 to 7 Sept 99, spending part of its time in a
farm with a birder-friendly farmer allowing access - a good many people enjoyed this bird, though
Keith Betton was very frustrated to turn up before dawn on the last day and to have the bird disturbed
in the dark by a lorry starting its engine just below the Stork's perch - Keith had to leave without
seeing it although he had been within a few yards of it in the dark. In Paul Beckett's case he scored
a double on Saturday, seeing Honey Buzzard as well as the Stork

John Norton tells us that there is a faint possibility that the Squacco Heron seen to fly south west from
Titchfield Haven at 2pm on Saturday (July 22) by Les Stride might have doubled back on its tracks
and be the bird which Peter Raby saw at around 7pm in the upper stretch of Fareham Creek. Peter
thought the bird he saw was more likely to have been a Cattle Egret, and it flew south (possibly to
roost in the Bedenham Heronry/Egretry). While the identity of this bird is not certain John suggests
that it is worth keeping an eye on the Fareham Creek area in case it returns there.
Ian Calderwood has no news of this 'yellow plumed' Egret but does tell us that the first four juvenile
Egrets have left their nests in the Bedenham/Frater 'Defence Muntions' site Heronry and can be
seen on the Portsmouth Harbour shore of this site, and that there are another seven juveniles still in
their nests there.
Today Brian Fellows found a noticeable increase in the number and variety of shore birds in Emsworth
Harbour, among them being the first Turnstone I have heard of since they left in the spring and a
flock of 42 Redshank. The Black Tailed Godwit only numbered 83 but there were 8 Greenshank
around with Curlew, Lapwing, Egrets and Heron (no Grey Plover yet). The Black Swan is still
present but the Mute Swans are down to just 41 in total
Trevor Carpenter yesterday raised the possibility that the increasing numbers of Egrets might be
contributing to the decline in Heron numbers and I expressed the opinion that Herons are after much
larger prey than the Egrets and there should be no competition between them. I still think this is true
(Egrets seem to go for small crustaceans and the like rather than fish) but Adrian Martin today
makes the very valid point that if the Egrets eat up all the small fish then none will grow big enough to
give the Herons a meal (and that inter-species competition can be equally strong when it is indirect
as when it is direct competition for the same items). Dave Unsworth makes the same point and
suggests that there is a great opportunity for someone to add to our knowledge by studying the
feeding habits and prey items in the Egrets diet. Adrian also comments on a suggestion by Moira
Doherty (who wondered if Nightjar wing-clapping helped them to feed by causing an updraught that
would draw small insects up out of vegetation), saying that he doubts the draught would be strong
enough to repay the energy spent with food gained.
Peter Morrison yesterday (July 23) saw all three Roseate Terns at Titchfield Haven and tells us that two
of them have a lot of red on their bills (which I believe to be their equivalent of breeding plumage).
Graham Stephen, who was also at the Haven on Sunday afternoon, tells me that he heard that an
Arctic Skua had just been seen offshore.
In my own garden here in Havant today I noticed the first yellow breasted juvenile Willow Warblers of
the autumn today.
PLANTS:

SUN 30 JULY
John Goodspeed was today delighted to discover Lesser Centaury flowering on Portsdown with a three
minute walk of his front door, close to a well used carpark, so anyone wanting to see the plants will
have no difficulty in accessing the site but it may still take them some time to spot these tiny plants
(John found four). The carpark opens off Portsdown Hill Road just east of the A3 and The George
pub (and west of Farlington Avenue) and if you park about half way along it and then walk downhill
towards Portsmouth for less than 50 yards you should come to an unmown area marked out with a
few small posts and if you have an eye for plants you should find some interesting ones here. John
was looking for Bastard Toadflax which flowered here last year when he spotted four tiny but deep
pink (probably more red than the pale pink of Common Centaury) flowered plants which checked out
100% as Lesser Centaury.
SAT 29 JULY
The Havant Wildlife Group walked around Langstone South Moors this morning and returned with an
impressive list of flowering plants from which I learnt something useful about identifying the small
and large versions of Timothy Grass (Phleum pratense). Not only due I use the English name very
loosely (I call the two sub species Large and Small Timothy where Francis Rose calls the large one
just Timothy and the small one Smaller Cat's-tail, and Hubbard calls them Large-leaved and
Small-leaved Timothy-grass) but I tend to separate them just by size (confusing when, as the other
day, I came on a close cluster of plants of very varying sizes). Brian Fellows points out that he had
learnt the proper distinction from Gwynne Johnson on this outing, namely that the large subspecies

has blunt ligules and the small one has pointed ligules). Brian also tells me they found Autumn
Hawkbit, for which Francis Rose gives the start month for flowering at June, which I have not
detected yet, and found Meadow Barley which reminds me once more to put in a plug for any local
botanists to take a walk through the Thicket Lawn meadow at Leigh Park where such a great variety
of plants grow in great profusion (Meadow Barley and Yellow Loosestrife where among those that
impressed me the other day). Thicket Lawn is the large open space at SU 796090 south west of the
lake at Leigh Park Gardens and can be accessed from the Lake or from Middle Park Way.
A message from Geoff Butland asks me if it is likely that he saw Yellow Chamomile 'near the shore at
Langstone' today. I will try to find out the location to which he is referring but I would think it quite
likely, though probably as an escape from someone's garden. In recent years there were two
clumps of this lovely plant on Hayling facing Langstone though I think both have been extinguished
by council mowing. The first colony was almost certainly planted by the council as wildflower seed
on bare earth around the new carpark off Northney Road giving access to the North Common open
space south of the Northney Marina - when the vegetation grew it was all strimmed off. The other
colony was in the grass at the junction of the main road and Northney Road, close to the roadside
white railings near the 'Welcome to Hayling' signs. This grass too is subject to regular close mowing
and the beautiful yellow wild flower stood no chance of survival. The only other place I have seen is
on the IBM North Harbour site where it soon died out from more natural causes.
THU 27 JULY
Today Gywnne Johnson brought to my door a single sample of a flowering plant which I was totally
unable to identify but she soon put me out of my puzzlement by telling me that it was Marsh
Arrowgrass which she had just found when with Brian Fellows on Brook Meadow by the River Ems in
Emsworth. I thought I had found Marsh Arrowgrass in the past in the SSSI meadow at Warblington
but I had identified that purely by the channel along the upper surface of the leaves (otherwise the
plants there looked almost identical to those with 'flat topped' leaves which I am sure were Sea
Arrowgrass) and had not seen them in flower. This specimen was a much thinner stemmed and
more delicate plant and its flowers under the lens looked nothing like the 'green globules' illustrated
in Francis Rose's Wildflower Key - they had tiny purple petals curved back from the base of what
looked like a tiny version of an Iris seed capsule. I hope soon to see these plants in fruit, when the
books say each fruit looks like a minature arrow. My thanks to Gwynne to introducing me to such a
lovely plant, and for confirming the old adage that if you are struggling (as I had been) to see any real
distinction between two similar species you are probably looking at variations of the one species when you see the real version of the different species it is immediately obvious that it is different.
A few more Harebells were flowering on grassland at Old Idsworth Farm when I was there today and I
found another small clump of Vervain flowering nearby plus more Fairy Flax and Common Gromwell
all growing naturally. Less natural, the result of more sowing of wildflower seed, but a delight non e
the less were the Corn Marigolds, Corn Cockles and Cornflower growing beside the public path
leading north from St Hubert’s Chapel to Huckswood Lane
TUE 25 JULY
The Hants Flora text says that Pale Toadflax is still to be found on Hayling, though the distribution map
given for that species just marks it as found there before 1930 and only 'presumed still extant'. I have
never seen it on the island before today, nor heard of others finding it, so I was very pleased to come
on a healthy looking small colony of perhaps 50 plants flowering on Sinah Common (but the
Toadflax was growing up through young gorse and is in danger of being swamped by it). This plant
is presumably still thriving around Fort Gilkicker (in SZ 6097) where I much enjoyed seeing it last
summer but if anyone wants to see it on Hayling go to the public loos just north of the Inn on the
Beach and walk west along the path which most closely follows the south fence of the public
mini-golf course. The plants are just south of the path immediately after the start (east end) of this
fence (a little east of SZ 705989).
...... While on Sinah Common I also found Dodder thriving on Gorse in a location new to me (I only know
of it just north of Sinah Lake, south of Sinah Warren). This new site is at around SZ 708989 - to find
it follow the path which runs along the southern boundary of the gardens, continuing west past the
open section south of Staunton Avenue, and then look on the gorse north of the path as soon as it
restarts. Going on west to Gunner Point I found lots of Mossy Stonecrop at the west end of the
southern shore (now that it has been pointed out to me by Eric Clement I see that it is abundant

along the Beachlands shore - previously I had thought it was just a trampled or young form of the
English Stonecrop but the tiny size and bright red tips are quite distinctive), and passing the Kench I
made a diversion up the east shore path to see the Bladder Senna bush - well worth doing at this
moment, the bush is now almost a small tree and its green leaves offset the brilliant yellow of the
flowers which cover the whole bush (with just a couple of the translucent bladder seed ponds already
visible).
INSECTS:

SUN 30 JULY
Tony Wilson was in the Benfield Valley nature reserve north of Hove today and was surprised to see a
single Small Blue, seemingly very early for second brood but this year I saw my first on Portsdown
on May 5 which is up to a fortnight earlier than the books would indicate so why not an equally early
second brood? The wind made it impossible to spot any White Letter Hairstreaks but Tony did see
15 Commas and 25 Holly Blues though only one Chalkhill Blue. There was also a single Painted
Lady but Tony does not comment on its appearance so it may not have been a newly emerged
specimen.
SAT 29 JULY
Stephen Harwood was pleased to find two Small Heath on Catherington Down yesterday (July 28) as
they are not regularly seen there.
FRI 28 JULY
Ken Hearne found 14 butterfly species on his patch at Worthing today, among them a single Wall
Brown seen spiralling up in a fruitless encounter with a Gatekeeper. One short section of ivy
covered hedge had 5 Holly Blue (they seem to be doing well everywhere this summer) and there
were plentiful Commas as there are here.
Once or twice each summer I see a very large hoverfly (2cm long and broad bodied) with a bright wasp
yellow abdomen neatly marked with a couple of thinnish black cross bands. Usually I come across
one just resting on a leaf and I have never seen one 'hovering'. This is likely to be the species called
Volucella zonaria though I occasionally see one of its smaller cousins (V. inanis) which has parts of
a central longitudinal black band as well as the cross bands around the abdomen, I have not seen
one this summer but Chris Webster, visiting Southampton and walking on the Common on July 20,
saw what was almost certainly V. zonaria and asks if they are established there or are migrants.
Next time I see Chris Palmer, curator of Havant Museum, I will ask him the question as Hoverflies
are one of his specialities, but I have never thought of any hoverflies as migrants (though I am quite
ready to be told that they are). Can anyone provide Chris with a knowledgeable answer?
Yesterday at Idsworth I saw a very tatty Painted Lady and this morning a very fresh specimen
(presumably having just emerged locally) was in my garden along with a Red Admiral on the
Buddleia and a Holly Blue feeding on Ceanothus while a second Holly Blue flew by. There are
currently up to half a dozen Gatekeepers in the garden all the time with Small and Large Whites
occasionally passing through as do Commas (one was egglaying on my nettles this week and
yesterday one was doing the same at Idsworth). In my garden yesterday the first Common Darter
was sunning itself on a brick wall.
THU 27 JULY
Theo Roberts told me this evening that he had just seen the first summer Wall Brown when doing his
regular transect on Portsdown today. A fresh brood of Speckled Wood are also out on the hill while
in his garden he is currently seeing up to 9 Holly Blue and 5 Commas (and one of these seems to
favour currant bushes for egglaying - he has found the caterpillars and pupae on these bushes in
previous years too so Hops and Nettles are not the only foodplant). Last Tuesday (July 25) he found
one colony of Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars near Southwick Village below Portsdown (t my
knowledge the first and only colony to be found this summer)
WED 26 JULY
A walk around Catherington Down this evening discovered two more Small Tortoiseshell
TUE 25 JULY
Tony Wilson adds to my comments (see 24 July) on dragonflies being seen far from water during the
first few days after their emergence with a sighting last Sunday of a male Banded Demoiselle in his
garden, probably ten miles from the nearest breeding site for this species. Tony says this is the sixth

dragonfly species he has seen in his garden, and I see his list includes Migrant Hawker which of
course may be seen anywhere. Mention of this species reminds me that I think I saw two of them on
Hayling today - couldn't be sure but the small size and habit of flying round the tops of high
hedgerows suggested Migrant rather than Southern Hawker.
My Hayling trip this afternoon gave me my first fresh Peacock (others are reporting them to have
emerged in good numbers elsewhere) and the expected Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers, Small
Skippers, Commas and Large and Small Whites with at least one Red Admiral. On Beachlands I
was hoping to see a Grayling on some of the less frequented gravelly paths but did not (I suspect
they are out at Sandy Point and must try to get there next week). The best butterfly seen by me was
a lovely Holly Blue at Sinah Warren.
MON 24 JULY
Any good dragonfly book nowadays helps you to identify these insects by describing typical habitat
where they can be found, and Dan Powell's book (which I find excellent) tells you to expect Gold
Ringed Dragonfly by a range of stream types in both upland and lowland heath but it says nothing
about finding them in your sitting room resting on a houseplant (Cordaline Australis) which is where
Peter Hockin has just seen one. To be fair to Dan he does say in his introductory remarks about life
cycle that all dragonflies spend the first few days after emergence away from water (to avoid being
injured in territorial or mating disputes) and I expect most people have come across them in the most
unlikely places, often miles from any water.
When Andrew Brookes was out butterfly hunting in woodland yesterday morning (July 23) he came on
a small number of tatty White Admirals and no Silver Washed Fritillaries, but he did find many newly
emerged Peacocks and later found plenty of Chalkhill Blues still out on Portsdown
OTHER WILDLIFE:

FRI 28 JULY
I have long been familiar with the word 'shade' as a name for a place where New Forest ponies and
cattle gather to idle away summer days when not actively grazing, and I think Colin Tubbs used the
word in this sense when in his book on the New Forest he lists the essentials for the 'home range' of
a group of these animals as food, shelter, water and 'a shade', and goes on to say about shades..
The last of these requirements refers to the traditional places at which ponies and cattle assemble
on warm summer days. The 'traditional place' which springs to my mind (after a childhood spent at
North Gorley, just over the hill from Ogdens Purlieu, is the 'Latchmore Shade' marked on my map at
SU 186126. No trees provide shade from the sun here but the animals are happy to stand around,
head to tail, whisking their tails to keep the flies off each others faces. The reason I raise this topic is
that today I see on HOSLIST a message from Ben Darvill which describes a walk he took along the
Latchmore Brook to Hampton Ridge, and he uses the word shade in a slightly different sense
(referring more to the animals than to the place) when he says >> we found a shade of well over 100
ponies and cattle << and later says >> the large shade had dispersed by the time we returned <<
Ben wants to know why the animals collect together in this way and I cannot answer that with any
confidence but I can tell him that Colin Tubbs indicates one of the ways in which these wonderful
grassy lawns are created by the ponies which go to the edges of the rough vegetation around the
grass when they want to urinate, and a combination of urine and trampling is apparently a very
effective recipe for getting rid of the heather and allowing the more tasty grazing grass to extend
outwards.
WED 26 JULY
The Word Wide Fund for Nature is currently running an Ocean Recovery Campaign, and if you want to
help them put pressure on the UK Government to protect marine life and water quality you should
visit their website at http://www.e-petitioner.org.uk I have not yet looked into this myself and am
indebted to Christoph Harwood for passing on this info.
TUE 25 JULY
There is an area of rough grass and brambles behind new housing just south of the Newtown House
Hotel on Hayling where I have in past summers found good numbers of the lovely Argioppe
bruennichi (Golden Orb or Wasp) spider. So far I have not seen any of them this sumer, but when
looking for them here last week I disturbed three or four well grown Fox cubs which have clearly
been using this grass as a play area. Looking there again today I did not see the Foxes but heard a

terrible 'caterwauling' which made me think they had caught and were killing a cat (I could see one of
the bramble bushes shaking with the goings on). On reflection I suspect this was just a quarrel
between two or more foxes - possibly a cub being put in its place by an older fox - as I believe that in
general foxes are more afraid of cats than vice versa.
MON 24 JULY
David Taylor could not restrain his delight at seeing the first Water Vole he has come across in 25 years
and tonight broadcast the news on HOSLIST. His sighting was on the Itchen near The Bush (pub) at
Ovington. David's familiarity with these lovely creatures is about on a par with mine and the last time
I saw one it was also on the banks of the Itchen, but I think that (as with most wildlife) if you spend
enough time looking for them, and know where, when and how to search for them they are not
uncommon on that river and in a few other places though they have departed from the great majority
of the riverbanks where they were common when I was young.
BIRDS:

WEEK 29 JULY 17 – 23

SUN 23 JULY
The SOS (Sussex) website today reports that up to 285 Yellow Legged Gulls have been roosting in
Pagham Harbour recently, and Trevor Carpenter tells us there was one at Hook this morning. The
highest number seen together which I have heard of before this was 22 seen by Paul Winter on Eling
Great Marsh on 22 Sept 99 (I have the impression that a flock of this sort of size was not uncommon
there), all other reports being of ones or twos. So are these Mediterranean Gulls moving in on us like
the Little Egrets? And if so, will they create problems for our resident gulls or other birds? Trevor
raises this last question in connection with Little Egrets, observing that Grey Heron numbers
continue to decline but being unable to make any real link between an increasing number of Egrets
and a decreasing number of Herons (the two species do not I think compete either for food or nest
sites)
Yesterday's reports of Roseate Tern at Titchfield Haven both speak of one bird but today the pagers
report two adults there once more with a Hobby over the reserve and 12 Common Scoter out to sea.
A quick check of the Broadmarsh area this afternoon at high tide found no trace of the Black Swans
seen here last Wednesday, but there were still 97 Mute Swans including the pair with one cygnet
and the adult Shelduck with three ducklings (I think these were hatched in the Budds Farm area
where another single adult was present this afternoon). Up in the Chalk Dock corner were 14 Great
Crested Grebe but the water was otherwise almost empty - just two Cormorant and some 60 Herring
Gulls of the sewage outfall, and 33 Mallard up the Hermitage Stream. The Budds Farm pools had a
few more birds but only because there were over 200 Black Headed Gulls (probably half of them
juveniles) there - Tufted Duck were down to half a dozen, plus one female with 8 almost full grown
ducklings, and I could only see half a dozen Mallard, a couple of Dabchick and three Coot. A couple
of Sand Martin flew over and one Swallow was feeding over the pools.
SAT 22 JULY
Les Stride was at Titchfield Haven today, watching a Roseate Tern from the roadside viewing platform,
when a Sparrowhawk flew over putting up all the terns. Following the Roseate in flight Les spotted
what he thought was a Little Egret flying south from upstream high above the terns. As it came
closer he could see that the legs were shorter than a Little Egret's (or rather that only the feet
projected behind the tail of this bird) and as it passed over and flew off south west he saw a neck
shape and general colour pattern that he says made the bird unmistakeably a Squacco Heron.
Unfortunately no one else has so far reported seeing it to confirm the bird's identity which went over
Titchfield Haven just before 2pm. Also seen at Titchfield Haven according to the pagers was the
Egyptian Goose, and someone claimed to have seen three Roseate Terns. Yesterday (July 21)
pager reports from Titchfield Haven mentioned Little Gull, Sanderling and Ruff.
Trevor Carpenter was at Farlington Marshes this evening where he saw 240 Black Tailed Godwit,
confirming that the main arrival is now under way (although there were only 35 reported from
Titchfield Haven on Sunday July 23). Also just back from Iceland is Pete Potts who tells me that the
first Godwit he saw on this trip was one which he had ringed at Farlington in 1995 (and has not been
recorded in Iceland before now). It was paired and had at least one chick. Another ringed bird
successfully breeding in Iceland was one that has often been reported from the Fishbourne Channel

by Eric Davis
Until April 1999 a lone Emperor Goose had been a regular feature of Aldsworth Pond for several years,
associating with a small group of Canada Geese and moving to Emsworth or Thorney with them
when Aldsworth Pond dried up at the end of each summer. Last year it did not stay at Aldsworth
after April but was seen at Baffins Pond in Portsmouth during the summer moult and then in the
Thorney Deeps area during the autumn and winter. In January this year it was seen once on
Emsworth Mill Pond and once back at Aldsworth Pond but I have not heard of it since then and had
assumed that it had died, but it seems that it may have 'gone west' in the other sense as today Colin
Allen saw an Emperor in Southampton Water on mud just south of Hythe. I reckon he did well to
identify it - when I first encountered it I thought it was some strange blue phase Snow Goose.
FRI 21 JULY
I have in the past been told that if Nightjars are reluctant to give you close up views there are two ways
to bring them closer. The first is to wave a white handkerchief which is supposed to give the
impression to a territorial male Nightjar than another male is trying to muscle in (the handkerchief
imitating the white wingtip flashes on a male bird). The second is to take along a dog with you (the
more like a fox it looks the better). I have tried both and can vouch for the dog bringing the birds in to
the attack, but I do not think that birds with good enough night vision to catch flying moths will be
easily fooled by my handkerchief waved by my arm. What does intrigue me is a new (to me)
suggestion from Peter Hockin that the heat given off by a human body creates a column of rising air
which attracts insects, bringing the nightjars to catch them above our heads. I'm not entirely sold on
this, nor on Peter's idea that their wing clapping is sometimes used to try to drive us away from their
territory. In my experience, provided a watcher is reasonably quiet, the Nightjars just ignore a
human (though not a dog) and any close encounters are the result of chance.
THU 20 JULY
Brian Fellows found 97 Black Tailed Godwit in Emsworth Harbour at low tide this morning, two of them
being colour ringed birds that he has not seen before, and this increase in numbers and arrival of
fresh birds co-incides with the big build up of birds returning from Icleand that Birds of Hampshire
tells us to expect from mid-July. One summering Brent Goose was also there and the Peter Pond
swan family, still with four cygnets, were out in the harbour for the first time. Three adult Shelduck
with no young in their care was perhaps an unexpected sight for the time of year. Down at the Great
Deeps a Common Sandpiper was present and back in Emsworth at dusk the Swifts numbered 15 the highest count there so far this summer (my counts here in Havant have been up to around 26,
not the 40 or so that is our usual peak). I used to think that the numbers went up as young birds
came out to join the adults but a recent radio programme (it was I think a repeat of an old one) told us
that the young tended to fly south as soon as they left the nest, not to mix with the adults, and I would
be interested in any other facts know on this subject. Separate news from Andrew Brookes, who
visited Horsea Island (between Portchester Castle and the M275) today, is of at least 15 Egrets
flying off from the trees as he started his search for butterflies on the island.
Mike Jones, while re-decorating the outside of a house, has recently had a close view of the
Sparrow/House Martin nest saga. The building was an old one with plenty of places where a
Sparrow could get into a cavity big enough to hold a nest, but the resident pair of Sparrows just
waited and watched as a pair of House Martins started to build a nest facing north west but for some
reason the Martins abandoned this at an early stage and started to build again at a site facing south
west. The Martins carried on building for four days by which time the nest was sufficiently complete
for the Sparrows to move in without a thank you to the builders. When last seen the Martins had
started on a third nest ,,, Perhaps one of the problems is that there are not enough old nest left on
our buildings. Maybe some fall in the winter but I think a lot are still forcibly removed by people who
don't like excrescences on their buildings (or who don't like the thought of dropping from the nest).
At any rate I know of few buildings (Stansted House is perhaps a local exception) where anything
like the House Martin 'cities' which Ed Griffiths found in Portugal can be seen. Ed found the
Sparrows in Portugal were quite happy to use old nests alongside new ones inhabited by Martins.
Pager news today reports a Black Throated Diver once more seen off Titchfield Haven (I have not
heard of one there since July 9 but I guess it has been hanging around), and other sightings of Ruff,
Roseate Tern, juvenile Med Gull and Peregrine.
At Old Idsworth Farm this afternoon one Corn Bunting was still singing at the edge of an uncut barley

field as the combine harvester was at work in the next field, causing me to wonder what effect
harvesting would have on their family life. These ground nesting birds normally find a well hidden
site under vegatation in marginal land round the fields or in a hedge base, though they will nest in the
crop but it may be that modern weed control deters them from this (no thistles to act as markers to
guide them to the site). I have already expressed my own theory (no evidence for it other than an
observed relationship between singing birds and electricity pylons) that the birds we still have are the
ones which have learnt to use the scrub below the electricity pylons where they will be safe from
harvesting, so there is a chance that these birds will successfully raise a family. My only other bird
news from this visit is of an encounter with what seemed by their size and shape to be young
partridge but I only got a couple of brief views as they flew up from long grass and into a wire mesh
fence (forcing them back to the grass). The piping noises which they (and what may have been their
mother on the other side of the fence) made were unlike any partridge noise I am familiar with, so I
am unable to identify them but I am sure they were not Pheasants. Similarly with another youngster
calling intermittently from the top of trees within the wood – I’m pretty sure it was a young
Sparrowhawk but it’s calls were fainter and less piteous than the usual calls of juvenile Sparrowhawk
(I did wonder if it could have been a Buzzard). One Song Thrush sang intermittently in the wood, as
did a Blackcap, with Chiff Chaff and Yellowhammer more persistent songsters.
WED 19 JULY
Since raising a few questions about what goes on in a Barn Owl nest box I have had interesting info
from both David Uren, on whose farm the box is sited, and from Brian Fellows. David tells me that
the three young birds in the box were, according to Graham Roberts, born as much as ten days
apart, and that while the box was full of droppings and was very smelly there was no sign of the
corpse of a fourth chick. David also says that he thinks the mother bird spends her days in a second
nest box near by and that he was advised to put the boxes up in pairs for this reason - incidentally
there is still no evidence of a second adult bird associated with this nest (maybe it has become a
road casualty?). Brian contributes a page of detail from the BWP which shows that a clutch of just
three eggs is unusual and tells us that the mother ceases to brood the young when the youngest is
10 days old, and that the young can feed themselves (tear up meat) when they are 16 days old - after
that only a delivery to the door service is needed. The data also shows that when food supplies are
short cannibalism does occur in a worse form than I suggested - the bigger birds attack the smallest
while still alive. To end on a more cheerful note Steve Copsey was walking the Titchfield Haven
canal path yesterday (I think at dusk as he comments on the mosquitos) and watched a Barn Owl
hunting near Hammonds Bridge (which bridge is that?). I assume this is the same bird that was seen
up at the Titchfield Village end by Nick Mills and others in March this year, though there may be a
second pair here as I see one was watched much further south over the reserve on Apr 25 by John
Norton and others when seawatching.
At lunch time today Heather Mills was very surprised to see a flock of six Black Swans in the Chalkdock
Lake channel along the north side of North Binness island and they were still there at 5pm for Brian
Fellows to see. Maybe they come from some local collection not far inland (I do not know of one) but
the nearest place where I have heard of six being seen this year is on the Wiltshire/Hampshire Avon
near Breamore.
More normal news of coastal passage includes a report from Pett Levels in Sussex of 250 Sand
Martins heading east (with 20 Common Scoter) on Monday (July 17) and on Tuesday Steve Keen
saw 60 Sand Martins in the Lymington shore area with more than 185 Gannets offshore there (there
does seem to have been a great increase in Gannet numbers in the West Solent this year). Also at
Lymington a count of 69 Curlew shows they are returning to the shore (are these local breeding birds
from the New Forest?) as are Dunlin (11 at Titchfield Haven following the 100 at Farlington)
Both Steve Keen and Brian Fellows comment today on the return of Common Gulls (only in ones and
twos) to the shore at Lymington and Eastney. This year I was surprised to see two of them at Black
Point on Hayling on June 20 and have since been seeing them regularly at Langstone, and I am
wondering if perhaps we overlook the return of these gulls because when with us in the winter they
are more inland than coastal birds, only coming to the shore to roost at night? That would account
for their greater use of places like the Langstone mud (one of the main night roost areas) rather than
the true coastal sites.
Adrian Martin has just started, on HOSLIST, an exchange of views on the effect which Sparrows have

on House Martins breeding success and is asking if we can help the House Martins by putting up
special Sparrow boxes. I know there are no simple answers to the question of why the population of
some bird species declines or rises, and all I can contribute to this is a feeling that Sparrows only
inhabit House Martins nests if the House Martins leave them vacant. So if House Martins return later
than usual, after the Sparrows have begun to nest, then it is likely that any old martin nests will be
occupies by Sparrows, but that does not prevent the Martins from building new nests and occupying
them (I don't think there is a shortage of potential Martin nest sites, though there may be a shortage
of muddy puddles nearby). What I am trying to say is that I do not think Sparrow nest stealing is a
major cause of the House Martins decline (though as Sparrows themselves are a declining species
putting up nest boxes and putting out seed for them in the spring and early summer will help them
survive). I recently had an interesting email from Ed Griffiths who had been to Portugal and said >>
In southern Portugal at least House Martins seem to be doing very well (being common, indeed
ubiquitous, in every street, along with Swifts, Collared doves and House Sparrows). Even in my
rather concrete & tower block resort they were in large numbers in the streets & squares, and I
particularly noticed they'd colonised very new buildings, even the 'eaves' of new 12 storey flat
blocks.... the nests seem well established, the breeding season I suppose starting much earlier.
Some older houses in villages had House Martin cities - 30 or 40 nests in 3 layers round one corner,
with sparrows squatting in the upper tier... << Ed's theory, which I would support, is that the real
problem is a lack of insect food (which is plentiful in Portugal). Give the Martins the food and they will
build enough nests for themselves and the sparrows. Swifts, Swallows and Spotted Flycatchers are
among the insect feeding species which I detect to be in decline - maybe there is a common thread
here?
Mallards, Tufted and Ruddy Ducks are still working hard to feed the pike, mink and terrapins with their
young but for most birds the breeding season is effectively over and bird song is becoming a rarity.
Yellowhammers are the exception, just getting into their stride with their song, and both Dunnock
and Wren can still be heard regularly, but when did you last hear a Robin? One thing prompting this
comment is the Song Thrush survey that ends on July 31, and I have been keeping an ear out for
their song which, for my local bird, is now reduced to at most a 30 second snatch at dusk. One
comment regarding that survey is that while I have listed 39 sites at which I have heard regular Song
Thrush song (and have seen one or two carrying food) I have not myself seen any family groups or
young birds that I could recognise - my impression is that they are nesting but not producing young
and I will be very interested to see any nest record data.
Birds fly and it is only for two or three months each year that they are tied to one spot by a nest and
nestlings to be fed, and messages now reaching me all tell the same story from many viewpoints that birds are back 'in circulation'. One particular aspect of this is brought out by the Canada Geese
which have been tied to one spot for the past month by lack of flight feathers, and Brian Fellows is
the first to tell me that 28 of the 144 geese that have been on Baffins Pond recently have left - very
soon I will be hearing from people in the street that the Brent Geese are back early this year and are
more noisy than usual - this from people who cannot distinquish Brent from Canada by size, colour
or sound. Another aspect of this freedom is the appearance of birds in unexpected places such as
the Turtle Dove which has been seen by Janet Jones at a bird table in Winchfield (Fleet) with a family
of Collared Doves. Another wanderer was a juvenile Kestrel which crash landed in Janet's garden
and stayed for two hours before re-gaining its confidence and flying off (at this time of year young
Kestrels, which have not yet learnt all the tricks of hunting by hovering, get very hungry and will
pounce on anything that moves on the ground - beetle or worm if no mice can be found - possibly this
bird had not even learnt to pounce without hitting the ground so hard that it hurt).
Having commented (see July 16) that I was surprised by inland sightings of Peregrine I heard a radio
programme describing their hunting habits and how much they relied on surprising their prey. I
cannot remember the statistics quoted but it was clear that a Peregrine hunting in an estuary which
does not kill immediately on arrival finds its chances of successing plummeting as each minute
passes and the prey birds become aware of its presence - after a very few minutes many of them get
so used to the falcon's presence and failure rate that they just carry on feedin on the the mud as the
Peregrine flies over them (and if they don't panic and fly up the falcon has very little chance of
success - trying to take prey off the ground when travelling at 60mph or more is a risky business
likely to end with a crash that can put the hunter permanently out of business). I have seen this rapid

loss of fear by the prey when watching a juvenile Peregrine at Pagham harbour - and the problem
must effect a juvenile more than an adult as the juvenile will have a lower 'first time kill' rate. So the
only hope for the Peregrine (or Sparrowhawk) is to move on to another site where the prey do not yet
know of its presence - and from an estuary it does not make sense to head out to sea where there is
less prey and less cover, so lengthy inland excursions are only to be expected. Last Saturday Paul
Beckett was at Martin Down and saw one there - possibly from an inland nest site but just as likely a
'hungry wanderer' from the coast.
While at Martin and Tidpit Downs Paul Beckett was I think lucky to see a Nightingale (Birds of
Hampshire says that most of them have left their nesting areas by late July), and could only see one
Turtle Dove (they too may have begun to move off). He also mentions Corn Bunting on Tidpit Down
but gives no idea of numbers - perhaps again just one
And finally, for today, I am pleased to hear from Andrew Howard that Spotted Flycatchers can still be
found around his home in the Petworth area of Sussex, where House Martin numbers seem to be
better this year than for some time past - their presence may account for regular visits to this garden
by a Hobby. Bullfinches are also bearing up (though I think the worrying statistics about them and
several other species concern declines in certain habitats - particularly farmland - and my not reflect
the bird's over all status).
In Havant Thicket today I heard one brief burst of the distinctive piteous squealing for food made by
juvenile Sparrowhawk recently out of their nest but could not track down the birds.
TUE 18 JULY
My usual Tuesday trip to Hayling was unexpectedly productive of bird interest today. From the Billy
Track just south of the path connecting it to the West Lane bends I saw the Little Owl sitting openly
on the dead oak in the 'Aston Villa' meadow at SU 715018 and it was still there nearly three hours
later when I returned (only this time a Turtle Dove flew across the meadow, revealing its white tipped
tail as it flared it on landing). Several people have seen Little Owls here during the breeding season
but the birds have been difficult to spot, partly because of the low profile they always keep near a
nest but also because of a resident pair of Crows which were usually on the dead tree - now the
Crows and their young have moved elsewhere and there is no active nest to hide the Owls have little
fear of showing themselves (this week I was told of another seen clearly in daytime beside Common
Lane running north from Southwick to Newtown in square SU 6209). The Turtle Dove too may have
nested here as after one brief burst of purring in the normal site near the stables about 600 metres
north of this meadow I have not heard it this spring and Alistair Martin tells me he has seen a pair of
them on the wooden rails along the Billy Track at this southern site. Continuing south down the Billy
Track two or three Yellowhammer were singing along with a few Dunnock, Wrens and a Skylark but
there was little other song so I was the more surprised to hear an unfamiliar song from the brambles
and gorse on Sinah Common - it was difficult to spot the singer at first but eventually it flew to an
open perch and showed me it was a smart male Dartford Warbler. There was a family of Whitethroat
in the area but several glimpses of long, slim, very dark coloured birds suggested the warbler had a
family with it. On my way back to Havant, with the tide now up, I called in at the Oysterbeds where
some Little Terns were feeding young but I had the impression that several pairs had already left
(hopefully with young) and this was backed by the sight of one youngster sitting on a lone rock
someway from the nest island (it must have flown there) and being fed. On and around the island
were a few Ringed Plover and Oystercatcher plus at least three Common Sandpiper and perhaps a
dozen Redshank. I then found Jason Crook scanning the island with a telescope and Jason told me
his estimate of the total number of pairs of Little Tern using the island this year was 31, though not all
of them had nested and of those who did some had lost nest and eggs or young to recent high tides
and torrential rain. Jason also told me that there was an unusually high number of Greenshank at
Farlington at the moment (up to 40 have been counted there) and that there is the usual small group
of summering Brent (four or five?) on the Langstone Harbour islands (so the three which Brian
Fellows saw at the South Moors on June 17 and then at Emsworth on June 25 were not the full flock
of Langstone birds deserting that harbour for Chichester)
Walking home from shopping in Havant today I saw a family group which had just collected their
children from school standing around a brick pillar in the gateway of a house in our road and I
wondered what was so fascinating about the pillar until I got closer and saw the stream of ants (many
of them winged) rushing up and down it. When I got home I found news from Brian Fellows waiting

for me, describing how he had watched more than 1000 Black Head Gulls circling above Portsmouth
and it was not difficult to put the two observations together and note the first big flight of flying ants
responding to the warm dry weather.
MON 17 JULY
On July 6 I wrote of my pleasure at seeing an adult Barn Owl carrying food to its young in a nest box at
a local farm and this evening I have been sent an excellent photo of the three youngsters found in
the nest box when they were ringed by Graham Roberts on Friday (July 14). As expected one of the
youngsters is much bigger than the other two but all look healthy and likely to survive - what I do not
know is if more than three eggs were laid (the normal minimum clutch is four eggs) and if so what
happened to the others. I know it is quite normal for the last chick to hatch to fail to survive, either
through food shortage or just because its bigger siblings constantly push it away from food, but if one
or more chicks do die what happens to them? Does the parent remove the corpses or do the other
chicks eat the body? I cannot see the whole floor of the box in the photo but what I can see looks
remarkably clean - I would have expected to see bits and bones of prey, pellets and faeces from the
young - so I am also wondering about the habits and housekeeping of the living youngsters - do they
always go to the edge of the box's outer platform to defecate or regurgitate? or does mum do a lot of
cleaning up? or was there a mucky corner of the box out of sight in the photo?
I see that Ring Necked Parakeet has been renamed as Rose-Ringed Parakeet (probably by one of
Tony Blair's spin doctors who thinks the name will increase our quality of life) and I was glad to see
that I am not the only person to be confused by this needless game of scrabble - looking in the index
of my new Collins Bird Guide to check which species this new name applied to I see that the index
entry calls the bird the Rose Nosed Parakeet (though the page reference points to the Rose Ringed
entry). My reason for looking it up is that John Eyre tells us he has just seen one fly over his house
in Fleet, and John comments that it is surprising that we get so few of them in Hampshire when there
are big and thriving feral colonies in London and Surrey. I have a special fondness for these birds
as, during the winter of I think 1974, we had a pair coming regularly to our bird table but since then I
have only seen them about once every five years when they make forays along the south coast.
There has not I think been any confirmed breeding in Hampshire but there were rumours within the
past ten years of a milkman having seen a pair entering a roofspace in the Solent Road area of
Drayton at Portsmouth (on Portsdown) very early on more than one morning. When Moira Doherty
went to look for them at Fleet on Sunday see failed to see them but did comment on the sight of baby
Swallows sitting on wires above a field near Butter Wood (south side of the M3 just north of Greywell
and Warnborough) being fed by their parents. I hear the babies are also out at the farm where the
Barn Owls were ringed and no doubt they are to be seen everywhere now (in today's Portsmouth
NEWS there is a report that Pete Potts is asking anyone in the Bishops Waltham area to tell him of
any Swifts, Swallows or Martins that they see - perhaps his latest visit to Iceland was really to escape
the flood of sightings that this may have produced),
Brian Fellows went to north west Thorney Island today and comments on a puzzling duck which he
thinks may have been a Wigeon in eclipse (so presumably a summer resident in the area) and I see
that Moira Doherty found a pair of moulting Pintail at Pennington on Saturday, both sightings acting
as reminders that the returning wildfowl will very soon be with us. On the Little Deeps Brian could
only see one Swan with two cygnets but he was assured by Barry Collins that this pair still has all
seven cygnets. At the Great Deeps there were at least 20 Greenshank and I suspect there will be
quite a few more of these in the wader roost at the east end of the Deeps now. Back at Emsworth
the Mute Swans were down to just 38 in number but the Black Swan was still there and Mallard were
still hatching young.
PLANTS:

SUN 23 JULY
The only new flower seen by me today was Stone Parsley along the A27 bank at Broadmarsh where
there is a great diversity of plants in flower including Blue Fleabane, and on the west end of
Broadmarsh where the grass is left uncut, attracting many butterflies at the moment, I saw a patch of
Meadow Barley. Across the road from the entrance to the west carpark the Cockspur Grass, close
cut not long ago, is starting to put up a few flowering stems.
SAT 22 JULY

The Havant Wildlife Group were on Oxenbourne Down (part of the southern foothills of Hampshire’s
highest mountain – Butser Hill) this morning and found Common Valerian, Ploughman’s Spikenard
and Hoary Ragwort in full flower along with lots of Blue Fleabane. They were especially pleased to
find Large Thyme which the Hants Flora says is everywhere less common than Wild Thyme and
which is very hard to find on Portsdown
FRI 21 JULY
Harebells are for me the most charming of all downland flowers and like all good things becoming more
and more difficult to find each year. I was pleased to hear that some had been seen on Old
Winchester Hill on July 8 and was expecting to hear of them from Portsdown but have not yet done
so. So it is a delight to hear from Stephen Harwood that they are just starting to flower on
Catherington Down where I look forward to seeing them next week
THU 20 JULY
The biggest surprise of my afternoon visit to Old Idsworth Farm was to find Dwarf Spurge in huge
numbers along the edges of the two fields around which I walked where there had been no sign of it
two weeks earlier, though the most exciting find was of a single plant of a white flowered Cornsalad
species that I suspect is Valerianella dentata (it looks very like the plants which I found on Idsworth
Down on 19 July 1998 which I eventually decided were of that species after waiting for them to set
seed and there are only two white flowered species – dentata and rimosa). In the woodland a single
spike of Vervain was another good find, as was some very tall and healthy Blue Fleabane. Including
these surprise items there were in total thirteen plant species to add to my list for the farm, mostly
expected species only just coming into flower such as Wild Basil, Greater Knapweed, Lesser
Burdock and Great Willowherb plus a couple of grasses (Giant Fescue and Common Couch), with
one unconfirmed find of Pale Persicaria
WED 19 JULY
Several ticks were added to my 'first flowering' list when I walked through Leigh Park Gardens and
Havant Thicket today. The biggest of these was Sweet Chestnut (which I suspect others have seen
out for a week or more) and the one which I was most pleased to see was Sneezewort (both in the
'orchid ditch' on Gipsies Plain and by the big lake). Ling Heather was just starting to flower and I also
saw Cross Leaved Heath (both seen last weekend at Thursley). Wild Angelica was in flower as was
Giant Fescue. While in Hammonds Land Coppice I spotted the Wild Service tree which I failed to
pick out on my last visit here - its combination of large Plane like leaves with the remains of erect fruit
clusters made that fairly easy - and by the big lake in Leigh Park Gardens I found genuine Yellow
Loosestrife which is also plentiful in the wonderful Thicket Lawn meadow nearby (anyone interested
in wild flowers who has not explored this large meadow at this time of year has missed a great treat
- not only the variety but the acreage of it). Marsh Pennywort leaves could be found as usual by the
tiny stream (around SU 715105) in Havant Thicket's 'Nightjar valley' though I did not walk the other
streamlet to see if I could find Lesser Skullcap flowering at SU 717103. Two plants nearly but not
quite in flower were the Goldenrod and Broad Leaved Helleborine (masses of the former soon to
come but I only found ten plants of the orchids)
Geoff Butland enjoyed a walk over the Goodwood Trundle today, seeing a good many wild flowers but
picking out a patch of white flowered Storksbill for comment. I have no idea why some plants do very
occasionally lack pigment in their flowers but Storksbill, along with Self-Heal and Common Centaury,
does sometimes produce large patches of plants all with pure white flowers. I commented on this on
June 13 when cycling near the Hayling Beachlands fun fair - the very first patch of natural turf west of
the buildings and south of the road was covered with white Storksbill and I have seen it in several
places in the past.
TUE 18 JULY
Last Saturday when I was on the IBM North Harbour site I had to search hard to find one or two Tansy
flowerheads that I could say were 'out' but it sounds as if Brian Fellows had less difficulty in spotting
this flower at Milton Common today and I suspect it will soon be a widespread sight.
Although the Childing Pink plants on Sinah Common now look brown and dead several of them still had
tiny pink stars of flowers on them, and Gwynne Johnson tells me that the Havant Wildlife group
which visited Fort Nelson carpark yesterday evening found another tiny pink (or more probably
scarlet) rare plant there - the first proven record of Lesser Centaury for the year. Another notable
find there was the first flowering Autumn Gentian (Felwort).

INSECTS:

SUN 23 JULY
Yesterday a male Holly Blue was once more seen passing through my garden, and this time it stopped,
landing on the lawn and closely investigating some grass roots - a casual observer might well have
taken it for a Commo Blue. Today, at the west end of Broadmarsh where Havant Borough leave the
grass uncut (except for a few walkways) there was an abundance of Meadow Browns and Small (no
doubt including some Essex) Skippers but only one Marbled White that I could see. Around the
bushy edges were plenty of Gatekeepers and the odd Small White.
SAT 22 JULY
Tony Wilson, walking in the Benfield Valley just north of the A27 skirting the north of Hove and within a
mile of his home, found at least 13 butterfly species present in good numbers today. Most numerous
were the Small/Essex Skippers (both seen) totalling around 100, followed by 34 Commas (they
really are doing well), 30 Speckled Wood and 25 each of Marbled White and Red Admiral. Next
came 15 Small Tortoiseshell (another welcome surprise) with 10 each of White Letter Hairstreak and
Holly Blue. Two each of Common Blue and Ringlet, and just one Peacock were not too surprising
(end of brood/away from normal habitat) but I am surprised to hear that there was only one Chalkhill
Blue (presumably Tony could have foound a lot more at some places on the downs). In addition to
these species I would guess there were lots of Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and some Large
Skipper plus Small White which would give a total of 17 species.
...... Tony Wilson also found 10 Common Darter today, the first report of these seen out in force, along
with Southern Hawker and Emperor dragonflies.
Here in Hampshire the Havant Wildlife Group were on Oxenbourne Down (part of the southern slope of
Butser Hill near Petersfield) this morning and they found no shortage of Chalkhill Blue (more than
30) to head a list of 12 butterfly species which included three Green Veined as well as Large and
Small White. They only had 1 Comma and 3 Red Admiral and saw neither Small Tortoiseshell nor
Peacock, though Jim Berry of the group has had one Tortoiseshell in his garden this week. At
Oxenbourne there were many Cinnabar Moth caterpillars on the ragwort and Burnet Moths on the
wing.
FRI 21 JULY
Stephen Harwood has been in Devon for a few days and returned to Catherington Down yesterday to
find the expected butterflies there - Marbled White, Meadow Brown, Ringlet and Gatekeeper plus
Large and Small Skipper. Today a Holly Blue had added itself to the roll call, re-inforcing my
thoughts that they are once more on the up.
I am beginning to have the impression that Holly Blues are returning to normal numbers this summer
with widespread reports of them reaching me to add to my own sightings which included another in
my garden today. Another butterfly that is certainly thriving is the Comma, of which I found four
specimens along the fringes of woodland near South Downs College near the A3M today, and it
seems that the warm weather is even bringing out a few more Small Tortoiseshell - David Uren tells
me he had one in his house at Idsworth today (but as the song says "It takes two, baby" so I hope it
and the other widely scattered lone sightings manage to meet up)
THU 20 JULY
Andrew Brookes found butterflies in a fairly unlikely place yesterday - Rat Island in Portsmouth Harbour
on the Gosport shore close to the rolling bridge at the mouth of Forton Lake. This tiny hummock of
an island, properly known at Burrow Island, is heavily overgrown with trees and ivy surrounded by a
shingle beach, but Andrew found both Speckled Wood and Holly Blue on it, and even found a dozen
Essex Skippers among sparse grass the shingle. Moving on to the much more open habitat of Pewit
Island he found more Essex and some Small Skippers along with Gatekeepers. Today he visited
Horsea Island, joined to the Port Solent area by the North Harbour reclamation, where last year (on
July 2) he found at least 10 White Letter Hairstreak around English Elm suckers. This year nearly all
the Elm was dead (as it is in so much of the coastal area here) and only 2 of the Hairstreaks could be
found, but over the other side of Portsdown, where a patch of Elms is still healthy, Gerry Cushen
found 7 of them. More excitingly, Ashley Warren had found 5 Purple Emperor in the Creech Woods
on Wednesday (July 19)
WED 19 JULY

This afternoon I walked north through Leigh Park Gardens to Havant Thicket in the hope of seeing
Silver Washed Fritillary in Hammonds Land Coppice but failed to do so (a bright hutchinsonii
Comma nearly deceived me). My best butterfly was a single Holly Blue in Leigh Park Gardens, and
I enjoyed a great many Marbled White, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and both Large and Small
Skipper with a few Ringlet and Speckled Wood and one Red Admiral. The only dragonflies seen
were one Southern Hawker patrolling a tiny pond and a couple of Black Tailed Skimmer on the main
lake.
TUE 18 JULY
Arriving on Hayling Island today almost the first butterfly I saw was a Small Tortoiseshell, my first for the
summer, and I was encouraged to hear from Jason Crook that he had seen up to half a dozen of
them in the bushes at Farlington Marshes within the last couple of days
MON 17 JULY
Two fresh Holly Blue were in Andrew Brookes' garden at Portchester last Saturday (July 15), a day
before my Sunday sighting of one here in Havant, but we both saw newly emerged Brimstone on the
Saturday (with a further sighting by Brian Fellows at Emsworth today). Andrew was in woodland to
the north of Portsdown on Saturday and enjoyed the sight of several immaculate Silver Washed
Fritillaries and White Admirals with the expected Ringlets, Large Skippers, Meadow Browns and
Gatekeepers, and this evening (July 17) there was I think a Humming Bird Hawkmoth feeding at Red
Valerian in a Cosham garden - it was reported to me as either a Broad or Narrow Bordered Bee
Hawkmoth, but as I understand it both these species are rare (described as very local and only found
in woodland or marsh). If anyone can comment on the likelihood of a Bee Hawkmoth being seen I
would be grateful as all I know about them is that I have never heard of any being seen whereas The
Humming Bird Hawkmoths are not uncommon this year (and could of course turn up anywhere on
their long distance flights).
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 23 JULY
Tony Wilson, walking in the Benfield Valley just north of the A27 skirting the north of Hove and within a
mile of his home, found at least 13 butterfly species present in good numbers today. Most numerous
were the Small/Essex Skippers (both seen) totalling around 100, followed by 34 Commas (they
really are doing well), 30 Speckled Wood and 25 each of Marbled White and Red Admiral. Next
came 15 Small Tortoiseshell (another welcome surprise) with 10 each of White Letter Hairstreak and
Holly Blue. Two each of Common Blue and Ringlet, and just one Peacock were not too surprising
(end of brood/away from normal habitat) but I am surprised to hear that there was only one Chalkhill
Blue (presumably Tony could have foound a lot more at some places on the downs). In addition to
these species I would guess there were lots of Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and some Large
Skipper plus Small White which would give a total of 17 species.
...... Tony Wilson also found 10 Common Darter today, the first report of these seen out in force, along
with Southern Hawker and Emperor dragonflies.
Here in Hampshire the Havant Wildlife Group were on Oxenbourne Down (part of the southern slope of
Butser Hill near Petersfield) this morning and they found no shortage of Chalkhill Blue (more than
30) to head a list of 12 butterfly species which included three Green Veined as well as Large and
Small White. They only had 1 Comma and 3 Red Admiral and saw neither Small Tortoiseshell nor
Peacock, though Jim Berry of the group has had one Tortoiseshell in his garden this week. At
Oxenbourne there were many Cinnabar Moth caterpillars on the ragwort and Burnet Moths on the
wing.
WED 19 JULY
After a long period with relatively damp soil everywhere much has now begun to dry up and I suspect
that the worms that were in it have wriggled down into cracks were they will go into a sort of
suspended animation (Aestivation as opposed to Hibernation) until autumn or winter rain makes it
possible to once more move through the soil. With the departure of the worms the food supply for
Moles 'dries up' and they have a choice of moving to damper ground or starving. Today I noticed
what looked like fresh molehills in damp ground in the Staunton Country Park and guess this may be
the work of moles that have moved in from other areas and are now carving out a new set of tunnels.

BIRDS:

WEEK 28 JULY 10 – 16

SUN 16 JULY
Colin Bates saw a Peregrine with prey perched on pylons in the Itchen watermeadows just north of
Bishopstoke this morning - possibly one of those which perch on the Vosper-Thorneycroft sheds at
Woolston having taken a jaunt upstream. On July 8 I passed on news from Trevor Carpenter of a
Peregrine which had just taken a Redshank at Farlington Marshes carrying its prey off inland over
Portsdown, and some time ago John Shillitoe told us of a Peregrine making passes at a Buzzard
over woods to the east of the Meon valley near Wickham, but I have the impression (maybe wrong)
that in general Peregrines stick to the coast and that sightings inland are unusual (though they have
been seen near Basingstoke this year). A Cormorant was on the Itchen nearby and Colin comments
that this is the first he has seen here for some time and he does not expect them in the summer.
Brian Fellows in Emsworth today watched Swifts screaming low among the houses and saw one briefly
enter a potential nest site in a house roof where he is pretty certain that Starlings have been the only
nesters this summer, and he thinks that these are younger birds which have not nested this year but
are checking out sites for next summer - sounds like good advanced planning for such a small
creature.
I had not heard our local Song Thrush for a couple of days until yesterday evening when it sang briefly
at dusk (as it has probably done on other days when I have not been listening) and today one was
singing volubly in Langstone village, so there may be a few more observations to record before this
year's Song Thrush survey forms have to be returned at the end of July. Before hearing the Thrush
singing at Langstone I came past Wade Court where (despite the tide having fallen enough for the
Egrets to be fishing - as at least one was) there were 10 Little Egrets roosting in the Wade Court yew
tree with 2 Herons, so I guess the numbers at the Thorney night roost are now beginning their steep
early autumn climb from about 1 at the end of June to perhaps 300 in late August - or maybe this
year they will chose to roost elsewhere? One Shoveler was a newcomer back on Budds Farm pools.
SAT 15 JULY
25 Greenshank and 100 Dunlin seen at Farlington Marshes today are a measure of the returning tide of
shorebirds. With them were 3 Spotshank and a smaller bird at first reported on the pagers as a
Baird's Sandpiper was later thought to be a Sanderling. Over at Titchfield Haven one Roseate Tern
is still being seen and there was a Med Gull there today.
Last Sunday Brian Fellows had a rather disappointing visit to Thursley Common when he went there to
check out the lie of the land before leading the Havant Wildlife Group around the common this
Saturday but the weather and birds were much better this week-end. I see no mention of Hobby on
his list but three Dartford Warbler, several Stonechat and one Whinchat were seen by everyone,
though Brian was the only person to catch glimpses of two Redstart. I presume the Whinchat breed
at Thursley as it seems a little early for them to be moving south (I don't expect to see them at the
coast until well into August but I see that Birds of Hampshire writes of a few seen on passage from
early July).
With a national survey of feral geese taking place this year I was interested to see how many Canada
Geese I could find on the IBM Lake during today's WeBS count. Sometimes they are difficult to
count, either because they are fragmented into several groups some of which can escape attention
or because they are all together and milling around in a way that makes it almost impossible to get
an accurate count, but today I found them all resting on the bank of the lake in one place and when
disturbed by my approach they swam out onto the open water to form a long line that was easy to
count. My total was 199 birds, including one with a distinctive white head and neck and 16 or more
of this year's young which are now almost indistinguishable from their parents. I wonder if the
person making the count for the official survey (I was not asked to participate) found another bird to
make the round 200? One surprise today was to find two Oystercatcher on the grass by the lake
edge - in some past years we have had odd birds which take up temporary residence here but these
are the first I have seen by the lake for some years. On the water I saw one adult Great Crested
Grebe and both the young birds, and along the motorway bank I heard and saw an adult Green
Woodpecker with sounds that seemed to come from a juvenile nearby (we have had a pair here so
they may well have bred. On my way home via Portchester I drove up Portsdown and stopped by

Skew Road just above the M27, finding what seemed to be a family group of Stonechats on the bank
just north of the bridge over the motorway.
FRI 14 JULY
With many bird species it is difficult to detect the first stages of autumn migration because birds of that
species are already present in your area. Here on the coast Swallows, Swifts and House Martins
which have come from inland sites and are effectively on passage cannot be distinguished from local
birds until they are seen in exceptional numbers, or are heading out to sea or (in the case of
Swallows) coming to roost overnight in reedbeds. With Sand Martins, which are not seen here
during the breeding season, it is as easy to pick up the autumn migrants as it is to spot the first
arrivals in spring, and tonight two messages tell me that they are on the move. The most positive
proof comes from Mike Collins who last night (July 13) saw six of them flying east along the shore at
Broadmarsh, but the movement had probably started last Friday (July 7) when Owen Mitchell saw
eight at Selsey Bill. With other bird species, particularly passerines with young, the movement is
even less perceptible and Brian Fellows describes a typical observation when he tells me of two
Reed Warblers singing from reeds at the edge of the Emsworth Slipper Mill Pond (where he has not
heard them during the summer) and believes that they have come from the Peter Pond reeds a good
200 metres to the north (with the busy A259 road in between the two sites)
Pager news from our friend 'A. Non' who was at Titchfield Haven tells of Arctic Tern, Knot, Green and
Common Sandpiper and 43 Black Tailed Godwit seen there today. Whether any or all of the Godwit
were passage birds is a moot point but the others almost certainly were - the Arctic Terns on their
way to the Antarctic before turning to come back next year, the Knot and Sandpipers possibly much
nearer their winter destinations.
Some news from the Chichester/Pagham area of birds seen last weekend may still be of interest to
anyone heading that way this weekend - it comes from Owen Mitchell via the SOS website. On
Friday (July 7) at Sidlesham Ferry Pool a lone Dunlin and two Teal were seen with a Common
Sandpiper, two juvenile Little Ringed Plover and two Ringed Plover (adult plus juv) as well as 31
Black Tailed Godwit. At Selsey Bill 8 Sand Martin were perhaps unexpected - ten Gannet, a few
Common and Sandwich Terns and 25 Swifts less so. 100 more Swifts were over Church Norton
where 5 Egrets were seen, and at the Portfield Gravel Pit (I think this refers to the pit at SU 883052
north of the road going east from the traffic lights on the Chichester bypass) there was another pair
of Teal, two Little Ringed Plover and six Green Sandpiper. Back at that same pit on Saturday (July
8) Owen saw 7 Little Ringed Plover (four of them adults) and around 200 Lapwing. He went on to
another lake which he calls Drayton which I guess is the one at SU 887046 to the north of Drayton
House and here he saw 3 Pochard among 30 Tufted Duck
To many of you the phrase 'The lights are going out all over Europe' will bring back thoughts of human
folly and the so un-necessary devastion of war, and today it came back to my mind (along with the
phrase 'Man's inhumanity to man') as I read a contribution which Peter Morrison has just made to
HOSLIST. Peter was passing on to us a translation of a text originating in the magazine of the
French wildlife conservation organisation SNPN. The immediate subject was the Forest of
Fontainebleau, which is a meeting place of the Atlantic, Mediterranean and European continental
major natural areas and has within its 25,000 hectares a patchwork of forest, grassland, heath and
sandstone pavement resulting in a remarkable bio-diversity for such a relatively small area in
continental terms. The full text is available on HOSLIST but the message it carries is a familiar one open heath becoming conifer plantation, well meant attempts to create habitat failing through lack of
priority and resource, and resistance (no doubt influenced by considerations of financial loss that
might ensue) to the declaration of the area as a Special Protection Area. I will just quote the punch
line >> The swedish have "eradicated" their Middle-spotted Woodpecker population over a few
decades, and now they come to Fontainebleau to watch the species. For how long will they be able
to go on doing this? <<
……I received the message on which the above is based earlier this evening before writing tonight’s
news and only later (after writing the above) received a second copy message from the people
concerned for the protection of the Fontainebleau Forest asking for people to email the French
government to petition them to give more protection to the forest. If you wish to do this all the
necessary info is in this later message but the point which interests me is that the message was sent
to HOS because of similarities between Fontainebleau and the New Forest – and the difference that

the New Forest appears to be getting greatly improved protection through National Park status
where Fontainebleau has little protection. Maybe we are doing something right over here after all –
especially if we get Dibden Bay included in the New Forest.
WED 12 JULY
This morning my count of the Swans at Broadmarsh (where the shore is now white with their cast
feathers) again came to exactly 100, excluding the two pairs with young. The pair with a single small
cygnet (possibly nested on the islands) was on the slipway with the others but the other pair with
three well grown cygnets where north of the A27 close to Bedhampton Mill Pool where they were
hatched.
Yesterday Brian Fellows found a Tufted Duck with 12 new ducklings at Baffins Pond and today he saw
two young Mallard ducklings with their mother at Emsworth where at least one Coot is still sitting.
Moorhen are also still hatching young - I saw one tiny baby at Langstone Pond yesterday and four or
more at Bedhampton today - and it is by no means too late for Little Grebe to hatch more young. All
this raises the question of where do these waterfowl get the energy to go on breeding when most
passerines have by now finished nesting though they may still have young with them - Brian makes
this point by observing that Robins have now long ceased to sing and their young are already
acquiring red breasts.
Rob Edmunds tells me that some 17 Common Terns were fishing at Fleet Pond this afternoon,
competing for airspace with hirundines which have to fly low in this cold weather to find any insect
food. I am not familiar with the Fleet area but I would not think the Terns nest at the pond and
wonder where they come from? Here in Langstone Harbour Common Terns nesting on the RSPB
Islands were actively fishing along the north shore of the harbour today, catching small fish quite
readily and carrying them off to their young.
Today Peter Morrison put out a message on HOSLIST to say that the Bittern is still showing well (for a
Bittern) at Titchfield Haven today, and an anonymous page message adds news of an Egyptian
Goose seen there. Single Egyptian Geese have been seen at Titchfield on June 14, May 5 and April
27 and I am wondering if this goose is in fact resident at the reserve, either hiding very effectively
most of the time, or present as such a regular feature that it is only commented on by strangers
visiting the reserve and being surprised by seeing it.
John Collman went looking for Yellow Wagtails at Lodge Farm near Odiham today but found none (in
past years they would have been there), but he did see a Honey Buzzard drifting east overhead just
after midday
In June Russell Wynn saw a colour ringed Black Tailed Godwit at Pennington and dutifully reported it to
Pete Potts, and Russell today put out on HOSLIST various bits of info he has had back from Pete
showing that the colour-ringing of these birds is yielding a lot of useful info about the movements of
21 chicks ringed in Iceland in July 1999 which have since then been sighted in County Cork, the
Midlands, Dorset, Cleveland, and Pennington and Titchfield in Hampshire. Recent sightings of
these birds here this summer is the first definite proof that young birds which flew here as juveniles
stay here for their first summer and donot return to Iceland.
TUE 11 JULY
In the spring of 1999 there were 42 Barnacle Geese regularly present at Baffins Pond (one or two pairs
bred successfully) but in the summer, when the pond was hit by disease, 17 were found dead and
the rest dispersed to Titchfield Haven and other unknown locations. Although the pond is now
healthy and the Canada Geese have returned in more or less full strength (there are 142 moulting
there at present - in past years there have been close on 200) the Barnacles have never returned in
any great numbers but maybe that is about to change as two new ones have turned up there since
last week (total now only 14). With Canada Geese and Swans in full moult I would have thought the
Barnacles would also be flightless but perhaps they moult earlier in the year and these two have
flown in to celebrate their newly re-found flight, in which case I wonder if many more will soon return.
If so the big question is where are they coming from? Maybe they have dispersed out of the county,
but it is quite possible that they have found some local pond or lake unvisited and unrecorded by
birders... While at Baffins checking these numbers today Brian Fellows saw a Cormorant there - the
first he has seen there since the end of February. At about the same time I was at the Oysterbeds
and saw four there on the outer bund walls (but only three on Round Nap in the harbour) so I guess
we are seeing the start of their post-breeding dispersal.

Nick Mills has just seen two young Little Owls out with their parents in Hook Park near Warsash and
tells me that he has heard that if you go to the chalk quarry alongside the A3M (at the eastern end of
the Portsdown Hill Road bridge over it) you should be able to get a good view of a Kestrel's nest
visible from the entrance to the Ten-Pin Bowling building.
Paul Winter tells me that he recently found the nest of the Spotted Flycatchers which he has regularly
seen at Sparsholt College this year but by July 3 the young had flown (he does not say if he has seen
the young or how many may have fledged). One of the adults is again to be seen near the nest and
Paul is hoping that there is a second clutch of eggs by now - I read that these birds often have a
second brood and we need all the young they can produce so good luck to them.
At Gunner Point today a single Wheatear flew up from the beach onto a low post to open the season for
the southward migration of this species. Another individual bird, this time one refusing to accept the
conventional need to migrate twice a year, was a lone female Merganser at the Oysterbeds. Today
it was swimming around the Little Tern colony in the lagoon and this was my first sight of it this
summer but Pete Durnell told me he had seen it more than once recently (and its plumage at the
moment is such that it is probably incapable of flight so it can't have flown in recently).
MON 10 JULY
I have just been lent 'A Field Guide to Bird's Nests' written in 1972 by Bruce Campbell and James
Ferguson-Lees, which (as well as telling you how to search for Corncrake nests by dragging a rope
across a likely field) classifies the Collared Dove and Turtle Dove as equally common (giving them
the status of 'fairly numerous'). Nowadays people may not realise that the first Collared Dove did not
breed in Britain until 1955 and by 1970 was still only 'fairly numerous', but they are fully aware of the
current scarcity of the Turtle Dove, so the purring of at least one from bushes on Old Winchester Hill
last Saturday was a highlight of the visit made by members of the Havant Wildlife Study Group.
Several Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat were also found there, but
none of the raptors for which this site is noted. Going back to Turtle Doves a separate message from
Christoph Harwood confirms that there is at least one to be found on Park Hill above East Meon (on
June 25 he passed on a report of nine of them being seen around the local farm grain dryer but there
was a possiblity that there could have been confusion between Turtle and Collared Doves)
Brian Fellows regular Monday check on Emsworth's ponds and harbour found a total of 59 Mute Swans
plus the lone Black Swan and three pairs of Coot are still present on the Slipper/Peter Pond complex
but it would seem that the Little Grebe which he hoped would breed there have departed without any
sign of young. Out in the harbour the first 9 Black Tailed Godwit were back on the mud with two
Egrets fishing in the channel at low water and at least 100 Black Headed Gulls loafing with 1 Lesser
Blackback. Walking south from the Marina onto the Thorney seawall the expected Turtle Dove was
still purring despite the wet and windy weather.
Ron King checked out Alresford Pond this morning but could only see one male Ruddy Duck with two
ducklings where five adults and three ducklings were seen over the weekend. The Swan herd was
marginally down from 70 to 65 but 3 Cormorants (well inland for this time of year?) helped to make
up numbers. Another HOSLIST message today is from Ian Watts who was at Eling Great Marsh
(just downstream from the Lower Test reserve) on Saturday (July 8) and saw one summer plumage
Bar Tailed Godwit, one Whimbrel, a pair of Shelduck with 7 young, three Yellow Legged Gulls (2
sub-adult and 1 first summer), and a total of 30 Curlew.
John Shillitoe was out on his bike again last Saturday to repeat his check on Corn Buntings in the
Soberton/Hambledon area and found 7 definite territories plus one possible to show that there has
been no drop in numbers there since last year. I am not sure of John's exact route but I do not think
he goes much further east than Hambledon, and I think that there are quite a few more Corn Bunting
territories along the valley running east from Hambledon to Clanfield, espcially around Chidden and
in the fields behind Park Farm (where last year Liz Attrill told us they were almost common birds)
Graham Roberts has just written an article on Barn Owls for the 1999 Sussex Bird Report (which has
yet to be published) and tells me that he now monitors 50 nest boxes for these owls in West Sussex
but has this year found only 5 of them occupied (7 last year). That may sound discouraging but the
owls do nest in many places other than the boxes put up to attract them and he is aware of at least
50 successful breeding pairs in Sussex last year. This is almost certainly a considerable under
estimate of the real numbers - not only are there many nests which are known of but never get

reported but Barn Owls are notorious for their ability to escape detection when nesting. I have heard
one story of tree surgeons being called to fell an old tree in the grounds of the old BTO HQ when it
was at Tring and the tree fellers being the first to discover the presence of nesting owls in the tree
(which was not felled) despite its close proximity to a whole team of experienced birders. Further
evidence comes from Bruce Campbell who (in his book on nests which I have mentioned above)
says he has several times had Barn Owls nesting in a chimney of his house un-noticed until the
young hatched and became noisy.
PLANTS:

SUN 16 JULY
This afternoon I checked out the plants by the tiny stream feeding the Tamarisk Pool on the South
Moors and found two clumps of Brookweed in flower, and rising from the damp ground in the stream
were two fairly stout and tall grass stems (comparable to the Sea Couch which is so abundant now)
with fescue like panicles of flower spikelets among which were apparently several fresh green
plantlets growing from the spikelets. As I could only see the two stems I did not take a sample
thinking I would easily find and identify a vivparous grass of this sort, but no luck. Unless someone
can tell me what they were from that very rough description I will have to go back and check the
plants in detail in situ - probably finding out that they are freaks of some sort. Something which I
could recognise and which others might like to look out for were a small number of Knotted Hedge
Parsley plants at their biggest and best. Several of them were in a very easy to find location growing
against the lowest wooden bar of the stile leading from the South Moors onto the seawall path.
Coming from the north look to the right of the stile steps.
SAT 15 JULY
Today the Havant Wildlife Group were at Thursley Common in Surrey while the Portsmouth Wildlife
Trust group went to Hatchet Pond in the New Forest, and from reports received it sounds as if the
New Forest, as usual, provided the best interest - for example both parties saw Sundew plants but
only at Hatchet Pond was one seen digesting a Silver Studded Blue butterfly and only there could
you see the Chamomile once grown as an aromatic lawn plant or the indigenous Hampshire
Purslane. At both locations typical bog plants such as Cotton Grass and the lovely yellow Bog
Asphodel could be seen, and on the drier heaths Ling, Bell Heather and Cross Leaved Heath were
all in flower. I hope that Mike Harris, who gave me the Hatchet Pond list, will not mind my passing on
the result of a slip of his finger when typing which gave me a plant called Mog Myrtle (no doubt found
in association with Cat Mint). Brian Fellows could not produce anything to bring a similar smile to my
face but he did surprise me by reporting Birds Foot from Thursley - I would think it is all over now on
the dry Hayling shore but I see that Francis Rose lists it as flowering from May to August. Among the
grasses Purple Moor Grass was well out, and Gwynne Johnson tells me they found White Beak
Sedge in the boggy ground and that the flower heads actually do look white.
Arriving at the IBM North Harbour site for todays WeBS count of birds on the lake I found both Blue
Fleabane and some good Pyramidal Orchids flowering in the carpark as soon as I got out of the car,
and walking from the carpark to the main reception lake I found a huge mass of the rare Hairy Bird's
Foot Trefoil on the north west bank of the oblong roundabout in front of main reception. Not counting
as wild plants the Tulip and Foxglove Trees by the main reception lake were starting to flower, but
the genuine wild flowers totalled 145 species. These included the genuine Yellow Loosestrife by the
lake (this time I did check for and find the prominent orange edges to the calyx teeth - strangely
enough I did not have Dotted Loosestrife on my list although it must have been present), the last
flowers of the Rough Mallow, and two last flowers on the only Bee Orchid still to be seen (Pyramidal
were everywhere abundand but I saw no remaining Common Spotted). Two common plants seen
here for the first time were Hemp Agrimony (when its flowers open the lovely pink of the buds
disappears among the whitish anthers which almost look like mould growing on bread) and Tansy.
Another first was my first edible blackberry - not very tasty but not sour. One plant that thrives here
as a garden escape (not listed by Stace) is the hybrid Eryngium x tripartitum and having seen it today
I was trying to remember its name by searching through a list of plants found on the site when I saw
on that list was Orange Mullein - which Martin Rand drew to our attention recently and which is said
in the Hants Flora to have been abundant on the M27 Portsdown cutting banks - quite probably the
tall Mulleins growing on the motorway bank just over the IBM fence are of this type but I have not

checked their stamens.
As I was returning from IBM via Portchester I went up Hill Road and across the motorway bridge to fork
right up Skew Road where I stopped to see for myself the Field Cow Wheat plants discovered
recently by John Goodspeed in a new site about 150 metres from the now established colony on the
motorway bank. I counted 17 plants in the new colony and the best way to describe its location is to
start from the pavement on the east side of the motorway bridge. Walk north up it and continue in a
straight line diagonally across Skew Road and keep on until you reach the foot of the steep bank
ahead. Now turn right and walk along the foot of the bank for a few yards until you come to a small
young Dogwood bush, and you will find the Cow Wheat between this Dogwood 'sapling' and a larger
bush just beyond it.
THU 13 JULY
Geoff Butland was on the Wednesday evening walk led by Andrew Powling at the Sandy Point nature
reserve on Hayling yesterday evening and was much impressed by the variety of plants to be seen
there at the moment. Three species which I have not yet mentioned as being seen in flower this year
were Sea Holly, Trailing St John's Wort and Lesser Skullcap. The last of these is uncommon in this
area but can also be found in two places within Stansted Forest where I hope I will be able to refind
it this year.
WED 12 JULY
John Goodspeed found the first Betony in flower at Hook Heath today
The banks of the Hermitage Stream at the Bedhampton Water Works had quite a few Teazels in flower
today following my first sight of one yesterday, and they also had a much better display of
Buttonweed than when I last looked. The nearby field between Bedhampton Mill pool and the public
path by the railway has in the past earned my private name of 'The Vervain field', being covered with
a haze of pale blue from an acre or more of these plants, but it is now so thickly covered with Spear
and Creeping Thistles that the one poor pony can hardly move in it, and it was with difficulty that I
found one remnant patch of the lovely Vervain. Down at Broadmarsh the Lucerne which has been in
flower some time has two bushes covered with deep blue flowers but although Sea Wormwood was
holding its flower buds erect I could not see a single open flower on it or on the Golden Samphire
there, and along the South Moors shore Rock Samphire was in the same state (looking to be in
flower from a distance but with no flowers open in close-up). Stone Parsley is also dangling many
unopen flowers from its now tall plants and today's only newcomer to my flowering list was Grass
Leaved Orache.
TUE 11 JULY
Yesterday (July 10) I spotted my first Mugwort in flower, its white flower head of buds apparently
transformed into a head of dead flowers as the buds open to reveal the brown tips to the petals. That
was such an impressive sight that I forgot to record it on Monday but today I found a much more
eye-catching flower - the first Fleabane. Also flowering was just one Teazel. Near that summer
flower was an early sign of autumn - the bright red berries on White Bryony.
MON 10 JULY
The local Wildlife Study Group were at Old Winchester Hill on Saturday morning (July 8) and saw the
first Harebells which I have heard of this summer. Also seen were some good specimens of Frog
Orchid (these seem to be enjoying the cool wet weather), Round Headed Rampion and Sweetbriar
with its apple scented leaves. Next week the group will be visiting Thursley Common and yesterday
(July 9) Brian Fellows made a recce there during which he noticed the bright yellow spikes of Bog
Asphodel and the pink of flowering Ling as well as the purple of Bell Heather.
Brian Fellows is the first to spot Burdock in flower (home made wine makers take note) during a walk on
the Thorney Island seawall this morning, reminding me that this plant is one of those whose name
(like Black Nightshade with its white flowers and Black Medick with yellow flowers) is sent to confuse
us. Looking in the flower books and seeing that there is a choice of Greater and Lesser Burdock one
naturally assumes that this huge bush must be the Greater of the two whereas it seems that the true
distinction is whether the lower leaf stems, if broken, are solid or hollow. The common plant is the
Lesser Burdock with hollow leaf stems where the Greater has solid stems, and their relative status in
Hampshire according to the new Flora is 'common' for Lesser but 'very local and occasional' for the
Greater Burdock (and the distribution map for it shows no finds in south east Hampshire other than
at one farm just north of Fareham). The one feature that is larger on the Greater Species is the

flower head which is 3 to 4 cm across where the Lesser Burdock never has flower heads more than
3 cm across.
Yesterday Christoph Harwood made his regular weekend circuit of the country around East Meon and
added two new species to the plants which I know to be in flower. The first was Common Hemp
Nettle and the second Nettle Leaved Bellflower.
INSECTS:

SUN 16 JULY
A fresh Holly Blue flew over my head this afternoon when I was walking down the Hayling Billy track in
Havant. A little earlier I had seen a couple of Commas and watched a Large Skipper nectaring in a
Hedge Bindweed flower, and when I reached the South Moors I found both Small Skippers and
Gatekeepers were numerous, as were small Whites. Less common were a pair of mating Large
Whites and a single Speckled Wood (plus one Silver Y moth)
I haven't heard of any Clouded Yellow sightings since I saw one myself on July 6 but today Rob
Edmunds had one at Farnborough where he says the population of Gatekeepers is now very
healthy. I have not yet seen as many of them as in some past years but they are certainly now out in
good numbers.
SAT 15 JULY
Silver Studded Blues have probably been on the wing in the New Forest for at least three weeks but the
first news I have heard of them came today when they were seen both at Hatchet Pond in the New
Forest and Thursley Common in Surrey where 3 Small Copper were seen along with a single Small
Tortoiseshell (I hear that another of these great rarities was seen during the past week at Greywell in
the north of Hampshire). At Hatchet Pond the Black Darter dragonfly was one of the specialities of
the New Forest, as was the tiny Small Red Damselfly (even smaller than the Large Red and with red
legs where the Large Red has black legs). Some Small Heath butterflies were probably fairly fresh
summer brood but a Fox Moth seen flying over the heather must have been near the end of its
season (its children - the big hairy caterpillars found in the heather - already bigger than their parent)
FRI 14 JULY
Having reported Barry Collins sighting of the first Chalkhill Blue on Chalton Down on July 11 I thought I
would soon be hearing of them on Portsdown and I hear that Richard Jones has seen his first there
today. I was down at Hayling Beachlands today and saw my first Small Skipper there and a fresh
Marbled White which was of interest as I do not seem to have any records of this species from
Beachlands in the past two years and so it may be a new addition to the SSSI - it was just about 100
yards east of the Funfair complex nearer the shore than the road.
THU 13 JULY
Andrew Brookes is the first to tell me of Purple Hairstreaks on the wing this year. He found them on
Tuesday (July 11) in woods to the north west of Portsdown where several White Admirals were on
the bramble but no Silver Washed Fritillaries were to be seen, Andrew goes on to say >> Perhaps
the most encouraging aspect of the visit was the sheer abundance of Commas and Red Admirals,
flying up from the path ahead of me. <<
TUE 11 JULY
The first Chalkhill Blue (a male) was seen by Barry Collins today on Chalton Down above the railway
line north of Finchdean..
John Goodspeed saw three Silver Washed Fritillaries at Hook Heath nature reserve (north of
Portsdown) today. Also there were many Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and Large Skippers. On
Hayling I saw another single fresh Small Heath (following what was probably the first summer one
seen on Old WInchester Hill last Saturday - see July 10), a tatty Speckled Wood and a couple of
Large Whites as well as Small Whites, Commas and Red Admirals, and over at Emsworth had at
least one Ringlet to add to this list.
MON 10 JULY
Some people are quite surprised to learn that several of our butterfly species fly the English Channel to
reach us each year, and they would be even more surprised to learn that some of the smaller night
flying moths also make the journey across the water. Two such migrants turned up at Barry Collins'
moth light a couple of weeks ago (June 27), one called the White Point and the other called The
Vestal. The White Point is a gingery brown moth with a tiny white spot in the centre of each forewing

and an overall wingspan of 3 cm, while the vestal is even smaller (2 cm across) and ivory white in
colour, each forwing being bisected by a straight pink line from wing tip to the centre of the trailing
edge. Another uncommon moth found on the same night was the Striped Lychnis, and more recently
(July 6) Barry found a moth called The Festoon, a name which suggests something bright and
decorative but in fact a brown moth which would disappear from sight against a dull brown
background.
On Hayling Island in daylight Barry Collins has recently seen just one fresh summer brood Small
Tortoiseshell (that makes two in all for this year) and has picked out the first Essex from the few
Small Skippers on the wing. On Saturday (July 8) Small Heath were among the butterflies recorded
on Old Winchester Hill by the Havant Wildlife Study Group - numbers of these should be at a low ebb
at the moment between the spring and summer broods, but maybe the summer ones are emerging
already. As might be expected Marbled White and Meadow Brown were common there. and
Ringlet, Large Skipper and Red Admiral were also seen but no Chalkhill Blues were seen (in recent
years the first of these has usually appeared in Hampshire on July 5 or 6). Yesterday (July 9) Brian
Fellows went to Thursley Common to prospect for a visit there by the Havant Wildlife Group next
Saturday, and such was the weather while he was there that not only did he not see a Hobby but did
not spot a single dragonfly there.
I have not heard of any Small Copper sightings for some time but it is about time for the summer brood
to emerge and one seen by Brian Fellows on Thorney Island this morning may well have been the
first of the summer brood despite the wintery weather. The only other butterfly he saw was one
Large Skipper. Away to the west on Sunday (July 9) John Shillitoe bumped up this summer's count
of Small Tortoiseshells to three with an immaculate specimen seen on thistles at Hundred Acres
near Wickham.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

MON 10 JULY
One sight which made Christoph Harwood's chilly walk yesterday around East Meon worth while was
of two Hares racing across fields near Rookham Copse to the east of the village.
A feature of this summer has I think been an increase in the number of sightings of Common Lizard,
and I am wondering if this is a result of the cool air and lack of regular sunshine causing this sun
loving creatures to be out in view for longer than usual – and to be slow and reluctant to take cover
when our footsteps shake the ground. This thought came to me on hearing that Brian Fellows had
seen some 20 Lizards basking (or trying to) on boardwalks at Thursley Common yesterday.
COMMENT:
Hayling Beachlands SSSI - how well will it protect a unique habitat?
The comments below are the views of one resident of Havant Borough, myself, who believes that a
healthy natural environment is fundamental to the full enjoyment of human life. My views may be
ill-informed through not being actively involved in the planning process and not being aware of all the
reasons for decisions, and they certainly are not to be taken as the official view of any organisation or
local pressure group. So, from my point of view ...
This year has been a momentous one for Havant Borough in respect of nature conservation with a
change of emphasis from a fairly passive acceptance of regulations imposed from above to protect the
natural environment of the harbours and shoreline to an appreciation of the value, both to residents and
to visitors, of natural scenery and wildlife which cannot be found elsewhere. The two events signalling
this change of view are the designation by the Borough of the North West Hayling (Oysterbeds) area as
a Local Nature Reserve and the active co-operation of the Borough in the protection and management
of the new Hayling Beachlands SSSI and its promotion as an attraction for both residents and visitors.
In the past it has sometimes been the case that the declaration of an area as an SSSI has been the last
straw in a deluge of restrictions on a landowner's rights to use his land in the way he thinks best, and
has caused the landowner to destroy the nature conservation value of the land, but here on Hayling the

declaration of the SSSI has had the reverse effect. In the same way that people who go along to an
Antiques Roadshow with some dusty old object change their view of its value when the experts tell
them that it is worth a million pounds, so the official high valuation of the unique natural environment of
the Beachlands area has given the Borough an apprecation of the treasure that they have and the
'revenue' that can come from its proper management and promotion to the public.
That does not mean that this asset is guaranteed to maintain its value in the future. Two obvious
threats come firstly from the policy of promoting it to the public which can lead to trampling and pollution
by rubbish of areas that people would not normally walk through, and secondly from natural changes
that are almost inevitable - it is possible to do something about scrub invasion but not so easy to stop
the almost imperceptible advance of grasses and other land plants onto the shingle.
One threat which is at the moment very much in the public eye comes from the proposal to build a
railway across the eastern part of the SSSI, running from a station in the carpark south of the
Beachlands Funfair complex across the plant rich land between the grass near Seafront Road and the
bare shingle of the beach. Had this area already been designated as an SSSI when the application to
build the railway was made permission would have been refused, but even then the application was
initially refused permission by Havant Borough and only granted on appeal to central government.
Now that permission has been given English Nature and Havant Borough are working with the
developer to minimise the impact of the construction and running of the railway on the very special plant
communities found in the SSSI section of the railway's route. Although I am no expert botanist I have
taken a special interest in the plant life of Beachlands in recent years, and for this reason I was invited
to attend an onsite meeting today to consider the impact of the development. I came away from this
meeting still very concerned but with less fear of irreparable damage than I had before. There will be a
permanent loss of land on which plants can grow where the soil is covered by the concrete sleepers
supporting the track and I estimate this to be somewhere in the region of 45 square metres - certainly
less than 100 square metres (I have no official figures to support this but am assuming the sleepers are
each 100cm long by 15cm wide and are laid 1 metre apart over a track length of 300 metres within the
SSSI). Other than this we were assured that soil used to fill any depressions in order to level the track
will come from soil dug out in situ, and that there will be no importation of 'foreign' material other than
clean marine shingle needed to pack around the sleepers to ensure their stability. If this is the case
then it will be possible for the same plant community that now exists to continue to do so,
re-establishing itself around and between the sleepers and eventually on the shingle ballast in so far as
sand or other local soil permeates it.
The track and sleepers will be level with the surrounding ground (only the rails standing above the
ground level) and the track will not be fenced, so there will be no barrier to the natural movement of
seeds or wind-blown soil, and little significant change to the pattern of trampling by walkers, so the
impression that I brought away was that, while I would much prefer the track not to exist within the
SSSI, its impact will not be a total disaster for the plant communities. Many other points remain to be
considered, in particular the effect the development may have on any snakes and lizards (a survey to
assess their numbers must take place before the development goes ahead), and one very important
factor is the need to monitor the work of building the track to ensure that agreements are honoured,
especially as much of the work will be done by volunteers who may choose to do things in their own
way.

BIRDS:

WEEK 27 JULY 3 – 9

SUN 9 JULY
Richard Ford saw 2 pairs of Ruddy Duck plus a lone female on Alresford Pond today, and one of the
pairs was trailing three ducklings. From the pagers I see that a Black Throated Diver in partial

summer plumage was off Hill Head today, the Bittern remains in the Titchfield Haven reserve, and at
least one adult Roseate Tern is still hanging about the mouth of the Meon. Yesterday (July 8) there
was an adult Little Gull also in the Hill Head harbour area, with 2 Med Gulls, 2 Green Sandpiper, 25
BlackTailed Godwit, 1 Egret and 7 Bearded Tits in the reserve.
SAT 8 JULY
The Sussex website reports an Osprey at Weir Wood Reservoir and I guess this could be the first bird
heading south rather than a non-breeder hanging around (as I presume were the birds seen near
Mottisfont on the Test and near Fordingbridge on the Avon in the first half of June). No doubt the
Osprey website will have more to tell us on that but I have not checked it recently.
Other raptor news comes from Paul Winter who today watched a pair of Kestrels bringing food to four of
their young, out of the nest and perched on pylons at the Lower Test Reserve (where he also saw
nine Green Sandpiper and a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker). At Farlington Marshes Trevor Carpenter
saw a Peregrine take a Redshank and carry it off into the distance heading northwest over the old
ASWE buildings on Portsdown - presumably it was heading for young in or near a nest site, but
where? Trevor wonders if the direction was influenced by the wind as he later saw a party of 45
Swifts heading in the same direction (inot the wind). A less certain raptor sighting today was made
by Colin Law near Brighton - the bird he saw was too distant to be sure about its identity but the
shape was that of a Harrier and the colour dark making Marsh Harrier the most likely bet.
While at Farlington Marshes Trevor Carpenter saw a Snipe at the lake (first one back or have some
remained here?) along with a Common Sandpiper, four Spotshank and five Greenshank. Also here
were 125 Black Tailed Godwit but Trevor does not mention any of them being colour marked - see
Pete Potts note below.
Pete Potts is off to Iceland yet again today, but before he went he sent me the following message to
clarify some of the points in the message from R M Ward of Durham which I reported on July 5. Pete
says >> Between 24th April and 3rd May 175 godwits were caught, colour-ringed and dye marked in
southern Iceland by Operation Godwit as its become known - a collaborative project between
members of the Farlington Ringing Group, Tomas Gunnarsson in Iceland and now members of the
Wash Wader Ringing Group.
......The aims of the project are to further our understanding about the wintering and passage sites of
the race and to investigate site fidelity and turn over rates at key staging sites in Iceland (and
continue to discover new ones). Ultimately we hope that the information gathered will help get these
sites recognised for their international importance possible as new Ramsar sites in Iceland.
......The godwits marked this spring have all been colour-ringed and mark (sic) marked - each bird has
four colour-rings two on each tibia, the lower right one is always LIME green. The position of the dye
varies on catch site in Iceland to try and help us establish which part of Iceland they are from if the
colour-rings are not seen too. Those marked in Reyjavik have their wing bars and upper tails dyed
yellow, those marked in the SW lowlands have their undertail coverts dye marked and those marked
in the far SE corner of Iceland near Hofn have yellow underwings.
......The idea of colour-dyeing as well as colour-ringing is to help increase the number of sightings, both
by drawing the observers eye to the bird and on large estuaries or on Europe in hot climates where
colour-rings are difficult to read due to heat haze at the very least we will get a record and know what
part of Iceland they are from. We suspect that some Icelandic birds move as far south as North
Africa and southern Spain to winter but there is little evidence of this - one or two records.
......We would like to hear about ALL records of colour-ringed or ringed &dyed godwits seen wherever
they are. Records can be sent ot me or to Jenny Gill - we are in close contact exchanging updated
versions of the database regularly. <<
FRI 7 JULY
The Sussex website reports that yesterday there was a Ruff with two Green Sandpiper at Sidlesham
Ferry and 13 Little Egret in Pagham Harbour (15 of them on July 5). In Hampshire Dave Pearson
saw two Ruddy Duck and 70 Mute Swan on Alresford Pond yesterday evening - this is around 15
more than the peak flock recorded there in July 97 or 98. From Titchfield Haven pager news is of just
one Roseate Tern seen today with 11 Common Scoter offshore and a Green Sandpiper in the
reserve.
THU 6 JULY
Both Brian Fellows and I went Barn Owl watching tonight and I can report that at least two local pairs

have youngsters. Brian went to Thorney Island where he saw both parent birds, with at least one of
them taking food to a nest which is said to have four young in it, and I went with Tony and Helen
Gutteridge to a local farm where four owl boxes have been installed and one at least is in use - we
watched a big owl (presumably the female?) drop out of the box in a modern dutch barn at around
9:15pm when it was still fully light and within ten minutes we saw this adult returning over a field of
barley carrying a large prey item (must have been a rat). We happened to be standing between her
and her nest box so we had a good flying display as she zig-zagged over the field trying to make up
her mind which way to go, then made a wide semi-circle around the farm to approach the nest from
the other side. We did not get a glimpse of the youngsters but could hear their hissing/snoring
noises as they ate their supper, and could see by the large amount debris and some huge pellets
under the box that there was no shortage of food for them. I was a bit surprised to find these young
were still in the nest (I think of all owls as being early nesters, and I think young Tawny Owls are
probably fledged and flying by now) but my 'boys book of birds nests' tells me that Barn Owls nest
any time between March and August. Perhaps, like Herons, individual birds nest at different times
(with Herons I have heard that this is thought to be a strategy to ensure food for all the young - if all
the birds in one Heronry nested together that might exhaust local fish stocks, or at least force some
adults to fly further than usual to find available fishing stands)
Last Monday evening (July 3) the Havant Wildlife Study Group visited Havant Thicket and, from SU
715105 (the open valley through which a stream runs) heard three Nightjar churring from different
directions (Northwest, northeast and south east). They also saw two Woodcock roding and heard
the calls of two young Tawny Owls.
WED 5 JULY
Thanks to Brian Fellows I have just seen a preliminary report on this year's trip to Iceland to observe
Black Tailed Godwits in their breeding quarters. While there members of the party (from both the
Solent and the Wash) caught another 175 birds and uniquely identified each with both colour rings
and dye. All these birds have four tall colour rings, two on each leg and all of them on the tibia (the
top joint which we amateurs would call 'above the knee'). If you see one of these birds the lower ring
on the bird's right leg is always a Lime colour. Each bird has also been dyed yellow on normally
white areas of plumage (some on wing bars and upper tail, others on the under tail area). These are
of course not the only Godwits wandering the world with colour rings and/or dye marks and the
people who mark them want every sighting of any marked bird reported to them. Having said that
these latest 175 birds are both ringed and dyed the instructions for reporting them say that if the bird
is only colour dyed tell Pete Potts, and if it is only colour ringed send the info to j.gill@uea.ac.uk
(that's Jenny Gill at the University of East Anglia) but don't say which of these two to tell if the bird
has both forms of marking. If in doubt send all details to ppotts@compuserve.com
Pager messages today confirm the continuing presence of the Bittern at Titchfield Haven where it
turned up last Sunday (July 2) and the two adult Roseate Terns were still off the Hill Head sailing
club. Out to sea 15 Common Scoter flew south east around midday.
In Emsworth's Brook Meadow today Brian Fellows found two Song Thrushes alive and well - in his
words >> one was on the path knocking the living daylights out of a snail and the other singing
strongly in Lumley Road copse << Yesterday's rain should keep them supplied with snails for quite
a time to come. It was also encouraging to see that at least one of the three pairs of Whitethroat
present in the meadow area have raised young and were busily feeding them.
TUE 4 JULY
Brian Fellows had little to report from his attempt to check out the Portsmouth lakes in today’s torrential
rain but did enjoy the sight of two Med Gulls on the shingle beach at Eastney south of the Royal
Marines Museum. One was easily identifiable as a summer plumage adult, the other was a less
eye-catching first summer bird.
MON 3 JULY
The Sussex website has news from Pagham Harbour of birds seen there yesterday (Sunday 2 July)
including a Spoonbill heading west over Church Norton, one Knot and 6 Egrets in the harbour, and 2
Little Ringed Plover plus a Common Sandpiper at the Ferry Pool. It also carries a report from Rye
Harbour of a Short Eared Owl seen there on July 1 - I seem to remember hearing that these Owls

now nest regularly at the Elmley RSPB reserve on Sheppey in the Thames estuary, and I believe
they have occasionally been seen in the summer on Thorney Island.
Doug Marks found one of the Woolston Peregrines on its usual perch on the Vosper-Thorneycroft
sheds this morning, and more interestingly gives the first news I have seen of Herring Gulls roof
nesting in Southampton - he saw two chicks in a nest on a marina house roof, presumably also by
the Itchen at Woolston. Later today John Gowen told me how he had recently climbed part of the
spire of Chichester Cathedral with a Camera Club group and had looked out onto gutters clogged
with the headless remains of Herring Gulls that had been eaten by the Peregrines which perch on
the spire.
At Lepe beach near Calshot Dave Unsworth saw and heard two Wood Sandpipers 'chiff chiffing'
yesterday evening when he was looking for the Spoonbill (which he did not find - did the one seen at
Church Norton come from here?)
Brian Fellows put out a query on the UK Bird Network asking if anyone had seen Dunnocks feeding by
clinging to a hanging nut feeder as is the case in Jim Berry's Rowlands Castle garden, and no one so
far has said yes - the nearest to this was from one person who had seen one cheating - perching on
clematis from which it could just reach the feeder. The consensus is that Dunnock still prefer to feed
on the ground and look very uncomfortable when they try to get at food on bird tables or feeders off
the ground.
Yesterday at Warblington I noticed what must have been a juvenile Robin beginning to acquire its first
red breast with only a tiny bib to show so far, and today David Parker tells me he saw a similarly
plumaged Robin in his Forestside garden yesterday before the many adult and juvenile passerines
which feed there vanished as a Sparrowhawk tried but failed to catch one of them. David remarks
how quickly normal business was resumed after the Sparrowhawk's departure, and how much he
enjoys the numerous and frequent small visitors to the garden, including a juvenile Great Spotted
Woodpecker at the nut feeder which hangs only feet from the window behind which he watches
them.
John Shillitoe tells me that I was not being fair to the Hambledon Corn Bunting population when I
suggested (see June 26) that because he only found five singing Corn Buntings there during one
visit that marked a significant decline on the 7 to 10 pairs he believed were there last summer (after
a series of cycle rides round the area). So yesterday John made a second visit to the area, finding 7
(possibly 8) territories (some of the birds were seemingly carrying food for their young), and he
intends to make one or two more visits in order to produce results comparable to last year's.
From Emsworth Brian Fellows reports that the Peter Pond Swan pair still have their four cygnets and
the number of Swans on or near the Mill Pond is today up to 53 (with the Black Swan still around).
Presumably the number of Swans at Broadmarsh has dropped a little, but I don't think we can blame
them for todays traffic hold-up on the M4 when a pair of Swans, with their cygnets, decided to take
over the hard shoulder and inside lane and settle down to sun bathe there.
PLANTS:

SUN 9 JULY
Rosemary Webb enjoyed a visit to a 'permit only' Wildlife Trust reserve in north Hampshire today where
she found many Marsh Helleborine orchids in flower (are they out at Bishops Waltham? and can the
public still get access to them there?), along with at least one Marsh Fragrant orchid and three pure
white Southern Marsh orchids
SAT 8 JULY
John Goodspeed today tells me that the Field Cow-Wheat which mysteriously apeared on the M27
bank at Portchester a few years ago is extending its foothold on Portsdown where new plants can
now be seen in the small triangle of road verge between Skew Road and Nelson Lane. No doubt
there are many other interesting plants still to be found near this road junction though maybe the
Small Yellow (or Straw) Foxgloves are now over as John does not mention them - he does comment
on an excellent Great Mullein here
A single flower of Golden Samphire was fully out on the seawall south of Nore Barn today and I also
saw Sea Lavender, Sea Purslane and Sea Couch Grass with open flowers here.
FRI 7 JULY
This morning I joined Brian Fellows to search the Brook Meadow area at Emsworth for Divided Sedge,

which should be present in this damp meadow close to the sea but which must have extreme
difficulty in finding living room in the very dense tangle of tall vegetation growing here. Brian did find
it, just managing to get its flowerheads into the air beside a narrow trampled path through the jungle.
Even better news was that during our walk we bumped into Alison Angell of the BTCV with a group of
local residents thinking of forming a conservation group to care for this meadow so there are now
real hopes that a few more of the wonderful selection of wild flowers that should flourish here will
have a chance to do as the more aggressive plants are brought under control. The Divided Sedge is
hardly a plant that the public will appreciate if it gets a better chance to flourish here but one that
every one will enjoy is the beautiful Marsh Woundwort of which we found just two plants starting to
flower, but again nearly choked to death. Another plant that we found that is very eye-catching but
does manage to hold its own by climbing all over the competition is the wild sweet pea - Broad
Leaved Everlasting Pea - which was just starting to flower. Another plant, whose identity I am still
puzzling over had secured a niche position on brickwork forming the bank of the west section of the
Ems as it flows under the railway line at the north of the meadow. Here it had no competition and
was thickly covering most of the brickwork in the way that Ivy Leaved Toadflax might do. It's pink
tinged tiny creeping stems and tiny oval leaves suggested Water Purslane, and so far I have not
come up with a better answer but if anyone can suggest a similar plant which does not creep on the
ground but forms a bushy mass on the side of a damp brick wall I would like to hear from them.
Having left the meadow to walk back through Emsworth we added a new plant to the flowering list by
finding Canadian Fleabane flowering on waste ground.
THU 6 JULY
Late in the afternoon I visited Old Idsworth Farm and walked the grassland along the north fringe of
Markwell Wood, recording 109 plant species in flower on this section of chalk downland. The only
two newcomers to the flowering list were Old Man's Beard (Clematis vitalba) and Slender St John's
Wort (which I feel sure others will have seen by now but no one has told me of it). The plants which
I enjoyed most were a good show of Clustered Bellflower (first time I personally have seen them this
year) and the discovery of Common Gromwell which I did not know was present there.
Yesterdat Geoff Butland led the Wednesday evening walk in the Stoughton area and amongst other
plants seen were the first Marjoram and Wild Basil in flower. The party also enjoyed Clustered
Bellflower and three species of orchid (Bee, Pyramidal and Common Spotted), and were impressed
by the size of some plants of Deadly Nightshade, causing Geoff to question whether these bushes
are effectively shrubs living for many years. They are certainly perennials but my impression is that
the whole plant dies back each winter and regrows from the underground root, and I have no idea
how many years an idividual plant survives.
WED 5 JULY
Hardly worth announcing to the world, my garden Buddleia opened its first flower on Monday and by
now is overed with blossom but no butterflies
MON 3 JULY
In 1995, before his untimely death last year, Paul Bowman found Dragons Tooth (Tetragonolobus
maritimus) near Collyer's Pit on Portsdown (SU 669063), and today Pete Selby and Richard Jones
inspected the site but could not find the plants which have probably been shaded out by scrub
growth - so another task goes on the worklist of the Portsdown Hill volunteers and hopefully in a year
or so the plant will re-appear. The reason for Pete Selby's visit to Portsdown was primarily to have a
look at the strange bright yellow broomrapes found in the DERA West Portsdown site (see June 27)
but having looked at them today the consensus was that the plants were derfinitely dwarf
(under-nourished?) specimens of the common Knapweed Broomrape, not rare varieties of Common
Broomrape.
INSECTS:

SAT 8 JULY
A message from Trevor Carpenter raises the thought that maybe blue is specially attractive to
butterflies even if they do not normally nectar or lay their eggs on plants with blue flowers. This
thought came when Trevor noticed a Comma go out of its way to land on a blue plastic sandwich
box, and this reminded him of how (in Italy) he found Southern White Admirals attracted to his blue
jeans. I too remember noticing this predilection for blue when in Stansted Forest a couple of

summers back - I had been watching a Pearl Bordered Fritillary until it was disturbed by a family
party walking past, but when the party stopped and asked what I had been looking at the butterfly
flew back and landed on the blue wellies worn by a young girl in the party - she was delighted and the
question was anwered in the best possible way. Trevor is equally pleased to have Marbled White
add itself to his garden list this week, while John Goodspeed tells me that two more Small Skippers
were to be seen on Portsdown (by Skew Road) today.
FRI 7 JULY
Andrew Brookes was told today of a male Purple Emperor found dead yesterday in private woodland to
the north of Fareham. Andrew supplied the headline "Purple Emperor found dead - fowl play
suspected" and I wonder if the fowl in question would be a Hobby? (If so was there anything left of
the butterfly other than its wings?). A Silver Washed Fritillary was alive and well in the same woods
but there were not White Admirals seen. Another mystery report comes from Stephen Harwood
who was recently by the Itchen near Winchester and saw an unidentified Tiger Moth which reminds
me that at this time last year people like Simon Woolley and Mark Litjens were seeing Scarlet Tigers
by this river from the end of June but I have not heard of any positive sightings this year.
Tony Wilson has just returned to Sussex from a visit to Norfolk where he had great views of Norfolk
Hawker dragonflies at Strumpshaw Fen, but he failed to see the Swallowtail butterflies that are
reported to be now on the wing. Tony warns anyone heading to Norfolk on a similar quest at the
moment that the mosquitos are a nightmare.
Ken Hearne tells me that the Worthing Herald recently carried the headline "Rare bird spotted" to
perpetuate the myth that Humming Birds can magically appear in Britain - this was of course another
Humming Bird Hawk Moth sighting but it prompted Ken to answer my question as to whether any
Humming Birds at all exist in captivity in Europe. He tells me that he has seen them in heated and
sealed glass aviaries at a bird park in the Algarve, but also reminds me that David Atternborough's
TV film on them told us that, in order to survive, these birds need to sip nectar around 2000 times a
day from the plants to which their specialised bills are adapted - so the chances of an escaped
Humming Bird surviving in Europe for a whole day are nil.
Walking through Emsworth's Brook Meadow this morning we enjoyed three or four newly emerged
Commas, half a dozen Large Skippers and a few Ringlets among the Meadow Brown, plus one Red
Admiral, but by far the best sight was of a Banded Demoiselle fluttering up from the vegetation as we
brushed through it. Looking lower down we found several Dark Bush Crickets and one Long Winged
Conehead. A fairly tatty Burnet Moth was also seen.
THU 6 JULY
In chalk grassland at Old Idsworth Farm this afternoon the Marbled Whites and Meadow Browns were
abundant with several Ringlets and Large Skippers plus at least one Gatekeeper but best butterfly
was a single Clouded Yellow heading west. Two spiders are worth a mention - the first is the
'Nursery Tent' spider Pisaura mirabilis which had just been demonstrating her skills as a web builder
by creating a rainproof, windproof, tent over the egg sac which she had just hung from some bound
together grass stems, and when I saw her was demonstrating what a good parent she is by
remaining on the tent to guard her eggs and later young from harm. The other spider is a less
likeable one - Agelena labyrinthica - which creates those matted webs you see in low vegetation
with a large tunnel in the centre (I always feel the spider should finish off the job by putting up a
notice above the tunnel saying 'Abandon hope all who enter here'). All that was notable about this
one was that it was the first I have seen this summer. Late in the evening I returned to the farm to
see the Barn Owl hunting and had a close encounter with a Leopard Moth which in flight looked like
a white dragonfly with all four long thin wings apparently operating independently. Brian Fellows,
independently watching Barn Owls on Thorney, saw a more impressive moth - a Privet Hawk.
Arriving home from my afternoon visit to Idsworth I found that Eric Castle had left me a stunning photo
of a pair of Currant Clearwing Moths mating on a blackcurrant bush leaf in his garden, and I should
now correct my misinterpretation of what I thought Eric told me a little while ago when he originally
took the photos (see June 22). Then I reported the moths as the large Hornet Clearwings but I find
that Eric was in fact using that name as a general name for clearwings and the picture clearly shows
them for what they are.
I have just heard that last Monday evening (July 3) at least 13 Glow-worms were seen in Havant
Thicket by the local Wildlife Study Group - if night time temperatures ever get up to normal July

levels there should soon be many more to see there.
Stephen Harwood carried out his butterfly transect on Catherington Down yesterday (July 5) and
recorded 37 Ringlet along with 99 Meadow Brown and 28 Marbled White. I do not know how many
Ringlets would normally be expected there but this figure seems to confirm that Ringlets are doing
well this year. A message from Ken Hearne reports that on July 3 there were 4 Small Skipper in the
Worthing area (two which were seen closely enough were not Essex) to add to the lone Small
Skipper seen by Andrew Brookes (which was also checked and seen not to be an Essex - so the
score for Essex Skippers remains nil). Ken saw 4 Clouded Yellow in just ten minutes so there is no
shortage of them, but his sighting of just one Small Tortoiseshell (his first for this year) does not
enourage thoughts of their quick recovery. Rob Edmunds in Fleet adds one more Small Skipper
sighting to the list (at Farnborough on July 2) and his moth trap produced his first Large Emerald and
Dun-bar this evening.
WED 5 JULY
Following the news of the first White Admiral sighting (see July 3) I hear today from Andrew Brookes
that he too has seen a couple of them in woods to the north of Portsdown (between Southwick and
Boarhunt) and Gerry Cushen has seen several more - along with the first Silver Washed Fritillary - in
the Hook Heath reserve to the north of Southwick. Other butterflies seen by these observers in the
Portsdown area are Ringlets, Red Admirals, Commas, Large Skippers and at least two more
Gatekeepers plus many Meadow Browns and Marbled Whites. In Hook Heath Gerry Cushen also
found lots of Peacock caterpillars - not too surprising as we have seen a fair number of these
butterflies in the spring - but Andrew's lone Small Tortoiseshell remains the sole representative of its
species to appear so far this summer, and Andrew also remains the only butterfly expert to claim to
have seen a Small Skipper though I hear that our Havant Wildlife Study Group thought they had
seen one in Havant Thicket on Monday evening (which may well be the case but I understand they
were not absolutely confident).
At 8:30 this morning Ian Watts saw a Humming Bird Hawk Moth visiting the Southampton University
Library - either a very keen new student or a short sighted insect. That one was recognized for what
it was, but as usual each year when these insects turn up some members of the public are absolutely
confident that they have seen a humming bird and I see that one such person has just contacted
John Clark to report this interesting bird observation (seen near Knowle Hospital by the Meon
between Fareham and Wickham). As far as I know true Humming birds are restricted to South and
Central America and its a long flight for them over the Atlantic without any flowers to renew their
energies (as they need to do very frequently). Can anyone tell me if any are kept in captivity in
Europe? (I very much doubt if it would be possible to do so).
Much of my information about birds comes from people who take the trouble to jot down their own
observations and/or queries and send them as emails to HOSLIST which is an automated message
re-router, sending a copy of each message it receives to everyone whose email address is
registered with it so we all receive the news within a few minutes (or when we next log on to receive
emails) - and of course there is effectively no charge for the service (the fraction of a penny line time
cost to receive a batch of emails hardly equates with the 50 pence a minute minimum cost of ringing
a bird or butterfly phone line). Phil Lord tells us, via HOSLIST, that there is a similar service available
to people interested in dragonfly news. If you want to register with it visit >>
http://website.lineone.net/~dragonflies.dells/ << through which you can register your email address
to receive and send messages about dragonflies.
Today Brian Fellows was surprised to find a fresh Ringlet in Brook Meadow at Emsworth where he has
not noticed them in previous years. There are plenty of trees surrounding the damp rough meadow
but no substantial woodland. I have seen a good number of Ringlets this year and hope they really
are thriving and extending their range. Brian points out that I mis-quoted him when I said last
Monday (July 3) that he had seen 6 pairs of Comma in the meadow - in fact he saw six individuals
behaving as three pairs.
MON 3 JULY
I see from John Goodspeed’s posters that Theo Roberts has been the first to see White Admirals on the
wing – seen on June 30
More butterfly news today comes from Andrew Brookes who was near the River Wallington between
Boarhunt and Fareham (north west of Portsdown) today and saw a very fresh Small Tortoiseshell to

give us hope that these 'common insects' are not quite extinct. Also near the river he found eight
colonies of Peacock caterpillars munching away at Nettles and his first Small Skipper (which may
well mark the start of their emergence as I hear from Brian Fellows that he is now having second
thoughts about the identity of the butterflies he thought were Small - but may have been Large Skippers in Brook Meadow at Emsworth). Still in the Boarhunt area, in a clearing within Grub
Coppice, Andrew saw many Marbled White and Meadow Brown along with some fresh Commas and
half a dozen Large Skippers, and yesterday (July 2) he saw two more Clouded Yellows near Fort
Nelson on Portsdown (one of them an helice female laying eggs on Birds Foot Trefoil). On Saturday
another Clouded Yellow was seen at Pagham Harbour by Kevin Stouse, on Sunday Dave Unsworth
saw one at The Dell in Southampton, and today on the South Moors I saw one Marbled White, two or
three Common Blue and Large Skipper with a mass of Meadow Browns. Earlier in the day I was
excited to find a Gatekeeper in my own garden, opening its wings to leave no doubt of its identity (my
second of the year - first on June 29). Going back to Emsworth I see that Brian Fellows today
watched six pairs of Comma chasing each other in mating flights and saw 8 Meadow Brown, 1 Red
Admiral and 1 Small White.
...... I have always had difficulty in separating early sightings of Large and Small Skipper and my rule of
thumb is to wait for the insect to settle and open its wings, then to see if the orange colour covers the
whole wing (Small Skipper) or if there are significant brown areas (Large Skipper) but I think there
are two other general pointers which help with identification. The first is that Large Skipper likes to
rest on shrubs (though it is equally happy to perch on grass) whereas the Small Skipper hardly ever
rests anywhere but on grass (preferably Yorkshire Fog). The second clue, more difficult to describe,
is the flight - both insects fly rapidly but the Small Skipper is probably the faster and busier in flight,
and tends to 'skip' over the grasses before disappearing among them, while the Large Skipper's
flight is a bit slower and is not restricted to the grass tops. When you have mastered the art of
separating Large from Small you can begin to look at the Small Skippers to see which have orange
coloured tips to their antennae (true Small Skippers) and which have antennae that are jet black
under their tips (Essex Skippers, said to make up 17% of all 'Small Skippers' you are likely to
encounter. As for Lulworth Skippers just keep away from the coast near Lulworth and you should
not be troubled by thoughts of whether your Small Skipper was a Lulworth Skipper. If anyone has
better ways of separating these insects in the field without netting them, or can describe a sure fire
way of distinguishing Small from Green Veined White in flight at 100 yards, then please let us know.
The Sussex Ornithological Society website today tells me that within the past week a Red Veined
Darter has been seen in the Shoreham airport area and Dan Powell's excellent dragonfly book not
only shows me that this insect (male) looks very similar to a Ruddy Darter with bloodshot wings but
also describes the status of this species as being 'vagrant, possible coloniser', leaving me wondering
if this individual arrived on one of the many flights from the continent which touch down here or if
there is a small colony in the vicinity. A week or so before that I heard from Nik and Gill Knight that
on a recent visit to their daughter Hazel in Kent they had been fortunate enough to see not one but
five Scarce Chasers in a small but established colony by a swampy pool where one of Kent's coal
mines had subsided (not Stodmarsh, but similar). At the other end of Southern England I hear in a
letter from the north coast of Cornwall today that the only solace in a wet and cold season there has
been an exceptional number of migrant insects. Malcolm Lee, who lives in Port Gaverne (on the
shore of Port Isaac Bay, halfway between Tintagel and Padstow) saw a dozen Humming Bird Hawk
Moths all at one time on June 13 and eight Clouded Yellows together on the Camel estuary on June
25. Having flown west rapidly past us these migrants seem to have some sense that tells them it
would be foolish to continue west into the open Atlantic, and so hang around to entertain the Cornish
folk with sights that we in Hampshire are usually denied (of course this theory is pure guesswork the reasons for stopping might include travel weariness and/or suitable feeding/breeding habitat).
Among migrant moths have been huge numbers of Silver Y and Rush Veneer, plus rarer migrants
including Bordered Straw. Back in Kent I see that Barry Yates report for Rye Harbour in June
includes a mention of another rare migrant moth (Four Spotted Footman, a first for this reserve)
which was recorded there in the third week of June.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 9 JULY
Possibly worth a mention, though I have forgotten to give it one since July 2, was the sighting of a Hare
in the field immediately to the north of Warblington Castle where it was seen on that date by Tony
Gutteridge. We have never seen a Hare before on these farm fields in the 20 years of our Common
Bird Survey at Warblington, and I am wondering if the animal was driven down from the north (in
which case it would have had to cross the busy A27) or swum north from Hayling Island. I would
think it less likely that it came from east or west as it would have to come through built up areas.
Emsworth residents have for several years been trying to fight the threat of more house building in a
small triangle of green land east of Lumley Road (grass with some mature oaks and a thick scrubby
area which has had a resident Nightingale in some recent years). One lady who is much opposed to
the proposal believes that Great Crested Newts may breed in a garden pond adjacent to the site but
says that the adults have now left the pond and only young are left in it, and she asks me if I know
how to identify the young as Great Crested. I think I could be sure of an adult if I saw one that was
half as big again as a Smooth or Palmate Newt (i.e. 6 inches long rather than 4 at the most),
especially if it had the double crest along its back and tail, but that does not answer her question can you help?
WEEK 26 JUNE 26 – JULY 2
BIRDS:

SUN 2 JULY
Kevin Stouse's walk party at Pagham today recorded 64 bird species but the sighting which most
interests me was of the Shelduck creche on the Ferry Pool. Here in Langstone and Chichester
Harbours we have heard of small groups of young Shelduck seen with their parents but the group of
43 juveniles at Sidlesham with just 4 adults in charge was this years first observation of the young
joining together into a group of many families to be guarded and shepherded by just a few adults
while the majority of the adults fly off to moult at Heligoland or Bridgwater Bay in the Bristol Channel.
Also at the Ferry Pool they saw and heard a Turtle Dove together with one Common Sandpiper and
a flock of Black Tailed Godwit.
...... In the harbour they watched a juvenile Peregrine resting on an island, reluctantly flying north when
the rising tide reached it. and this reminds me of an entry on the Sussex website suggesting that if
you have nothing better to do take a trip to Brighton where the comings and goings of the adult
Peregrines nesting on the Sussex Heights tower block provide the easiest and best Peregrine
watching in the south of England, plus the expectation that you will soon be able to watch five of
them airborne together as the three young girls join mum and dad in the air.
While on this topic I see among the HOSLIST messages one decribing how the female parent of a
family nesting on a building in London, Ontario was killed by lightning soon after the chicks had
hatched but the family has been successfully fed by the male bird only (I believe that in normal pairs
he acts as pizza delivery boy only, leaving his kills for the female to serve to the young). No more
detail is given on the clutch size or how the falcon met her death (was she struck on the nest?).
...... Going back to what Kevin's group saw I find that they too noticed Whimbrel, 6 of them, and both
Common and Lesser Blackback gulls. They also had 20 Grey Plover with just one in summer
plumage, and a couple of Dunlin with some Turnstones. On the island by the harbour mouth 11 Little
Egret were resting which is of interest as I hear that the Thorney roost has been empty at night
recently - on the evidence of past observations these birds, plus half a dozen regularly being seen in
the Langstone area and others scattered round the harbours (Ian Thirlwell had one on the Eastney
shore last Friday and there were 5 at Farlington Marshes today) would have all flown to Thorney
each night but currently they are using another roost - or possibly staying out all night. The last bird
mentioned in Kevin's account of his daytrip is Kestrel - a pair at Greenleaze Farm clearly had a very
noisy youngster though they never saw it and this reminds me that at Warblington this morning Tony
Gutteridge thought that one Kestrel he saw was a juvenile already on the wing.
Brian Fellows has just returned from a day tour of four Norfolk bird sites where Golden Oriole, Golden
Pheasant, Stone Curlew and Honey Buzzard were the promised reward. It seems the weather was
unseasonable and the birds unco-operative with the result that Brian only saw the Stone Curlews
though he did hear the Golden Orioles. Unlike the missing rarities I see that one bird that was seen

was a Spotted Flycatcher, and another was Woodlark.
Today's pager news is of a Bittern reported from Titchfield Haven (possibly the first time one has been
there in the summer but there have been occasional summer sightings in Hampshire in recent years)
and of a Spoonbill at Lepe. The 2 Roseate Terns are still at Titchfield where there are said to be
many Bearded Tits today and yesterday Peter Morrison saw the Terns on the shore in company with
a Little Egret and a Yellow Legged Gull. Two Spotshank were at Farlington today with 5 Egrets (and
four more Egrets were at Lepe).
This morning, with Tony Gutteridge home from his USA trip, we made our final visit to the Warblington
farm fields to complete the last of this years ten visits to record data for the BTO Common Bird
Census. Tony started doing this in 1977, and it has probably absorbed a good 100 hours of his time
in each of the 24 years since, but it has also taken up a lot of staff time at the BTO and they have
decided that the time has come to stop analysing data from the hundreds of Common Bird Census
plots scattered across the UK, and instead to use data from the thousands of 1 km squares now
covered by the Breeding Bird Survey (which has the great advantage of having its data recorded on
printed forms from which it can be entered into a computer by less skilled staff, leaving the computer
to undertake the statistical analysis). Until now the CBC data has been the main source of the
statistical guesses which the BTO makes at the size of breeding population for each species, but the
BBS, with its better coverage of the whole country and easier input and analysis, now provides a
better source. Other surveys, and the ongoing analysis of Nest Record cards, provide essential
supplementary data.
...... Tony stll has to undertake the tedious chore of creating separate maps, one for each species
present, showing on the map for any one of those species all the places in which we encountered
birds of that species during the March to June breeding season, and indicating all signs of breeding
activity (song, pair together, nest or carrying nest material, juveniles or parents carrying food to
them). When the maps are ready Tony will send them off to the BTO where they will be carefully
assessed by a specialist who decides from the clustering of the recorded positions of the birds, and
their activity, how many separate breeding territories this species held on this farm.
...... Looking back on what has been learnt from this prolonged exercise, and forward to the
achievement of a better understanding of the size and distribution of population for each bird
species, I can see that we can do better using a very large team of birders to cover all corners and
habitats of the UK, and using central computers to process the resulting mountain of raw data, if two
key elements can be successfullly put in place. The first of these is simplicity of recording. The job
could to my way of thinking be achieved just by getting sufficient people to supply a list of all species
seen by them in a particular clearly defined area (1km or 10km square is best) in a specified time
frame (week or month). The second essential is to have a method of transmitting the lists quickly
and unambiguously to the central point where the data will be processed, and this could be done by
means of a tick list of species. For the majority of participants (who will in future have computers and
use the internet as part of their daily life) a simple computerised process would elicit the list from the
recorder and transmit it to the central computer for processing without further human intervention,
and for others a printed tick list could be sent by post and input at the processing centre. I am not
foolish enough to think that that is all that needs to be done - supplementary specialist studies of
breeding success, roost or nest colony counts, and 'population density samples' in different habitat
types, etc, would be needed and there would have to be a good means of assessing observer
accuracy in identification - but the elements are there and I look forward within ten years to seeing on
the BTO website a complete list of current populations, with trends, for each month of every year, all
based on a vast team of observers submitting a monthly tick list of what they saw in their allotted
patch. We might even, with our British love of the sea, envisage 'offshore transects' all around the
British Isles to assess seabird populations.
The most signficant bird recorded by myself at Warblington this morning was on the shore, not the
farmland, and was Whimbrel. Scanning the mud I found at least one Common and three Lesser
Blackbacks among the Herring and Black-headed (no juveniles here), and noticed three waders
which, by size and flight, looked like Whimbrel and one was kind enough to confirm this by whistling
- later, at the Emsworth end, I noted a couple more so it looks as if their return passage is well under
way. Tony saw one Sandwich Tern but I saw no Terns. On the farm the best bird was a female
Reed Bunting (looking very smart for this time of year) which flew in to perch silently in the top of a

Willow - this is only the third sighting of this species out of ten visits this year. Two other
observations which might be of interest were of a juvenile Robin already beginning to acquire a red
bib (I wondered if it might be a moulting adult but I don't recall ever seeing one that had lost nine
tenths of its red breast in moult), and a lone juvenile Long Tailed Tit (I suppose some do get lost from
their family groups).
FRI 30 JUNE
The HOSLIST messages this evening include a request from John Clark for information about two
Peregrines which he has heard have been seen on a building (Power Europe?) close to Portsmouth
Hard for the past three days. Just in case there is anyone out there with news of these birds but not
on the HOSLIST message list it would be much appreciated if they could inform John (Hampshire
county bird recorder) at johnclark@cygnetcourt.demon.co.uk (preferably with a copy to me at
jrwhollins@cs.com). I suppose it is just possible that the birds which are regularly seen at Farlington
Marshes are based here, and if there seen taking food to their young a lot of people would like to
know about it (info on current nesting would of course be treated as confidential). Over in
Southampton the male Peregrine was back on its regular perch on the Vosper-Thorneycroft shed at
Woolston today when Ian Watts was there around midday.
When rare birds turn up they often have difficulty in picking the right places in which knowledgeable
birders will instantly spot them and give them the fame and publicity they are seeking (or perhaps it is
just that publicity they are trying to avoid when they settle in the gardens of people who never notice
them or cannot identify them if they do). It seems that an adult Rose Coloured Starling has been in
the garden of a house in a Fleet housing estate for several days this week and that lady of the house
was sufficiently inquisitive about its identity to phone the RSPB who asked John Clark to pop round
and have a look at it. He and a few others saw it but the bird realised its cover was blown and flew
the scene ...
In Brook Meadow at Emsworth this morning Brian Fellows had the pleasure of hearing Willow Warbler
song, almost certainly from a bird that is already moving south from some inland breeding site (none
have been detected in the Emsworth area since the spring arrivals passed through). Even more
exciting news reached me today via John Goodspeed from Mark Wilson, who says that sometime
between June 19 and 24 he heard Wood Warbler song (he describes it as like the sound of a
spinning coin coming to rest - I suppose that could also apply to Willow Warbler song but I assume
Mark is familiar with that song) from the corner of Stansted Forest adjacent to Rowlands Castle
village. It is now several years since Wood Warbler could be found as breeding birds anywhere in
south east Hampshire (they were regulars in West Walk woods in the 1980s) and other than
occasional sightings of passage birds at coastal sites the only chance we have had to hear and see
them locally since then was when two spent ten days in the Southleigh Forest from May 29 to June
10 in 1998. There are open groves in Stansted Forest that might suit the needs of these birds and
maybe we should make a careful search of them next year.
Adrian Martin was in the cafeteria of the Southampton Oceanography Centre whose windows overlook
the water near Town Quay this morning and witnessed the following scene, describing it in these
words >> A black-backed gull (lesser I think) rose from the water clutching what appeared on landing
on the dockside to be a largish eel - about 18 inches in length and a good inch or so thick. The bird
gave it a peck or two then decided todo it in one. About 3/4 of the eel disappeared down its throat
before it had to be regurgutated back on to ground. A few more pecks, perhaps to try and break it
into more manageable pieces then another go at the down-in-one. This time it was successful
producing a very large bulge in its neck indeed. I'm still not sure how it fitted. The gull then flew off
cueing speculation whether it was to find somewhere quiet to eat it or to take it to waiting young.
Bearing in mind that there can't be much to put a black-backed gull off its dinner apart from perhaps
another black backed gull (one flew past during the show but didn't butt in) my money's on the latter.
<< Adrian seems to assume that these voracious gulls have better table manners than I would give
them credit for and implies that the bird should have carved its meat into mouthfuls which it could eat
without offending table etiquette, but my experience is that a bird of this sort which captures a prey
item has but one though - to get the whole meal inside before another bird steals it (any reduction of
the food which we do in our mouths with our teeth is replaced in birds by the grinding action of
muscles and ingested stones within the crop). To show the wisdom of such rapid ingestion I recall
once. at the IBM Lake, seeing a Heron flying over the water and swooping down to catch an eel near

the surface (owners of Trout farms know well that Herons will take fish from deep water without
landing on solid ground). The Heron struggled into the air with the writhing eel in its bill but could not
retain its hold on it and the eel fell back into the water where it was grabbed by a Great Blackback,
instantly on the scene when he saw potential food, but the gull also lost control of the eel which fell
back again to be seized by a Cormorant which got it down its gullet before the eel could appeal to
Tony Blair to extend plans to ban hunting with dogs to also cover hunting with birds (what would the
falconers do had the message got through?). Another scene that remains in my memory from IBM
days is of watching from the office window a Heron, which regularly fished by the lake, trying for
several hours to swallow a whole adult Moorhen whose head and body where in the Heron's throat
with Moorhen's legs dangling from the Heron's bill - we got fed up with watching when, after about
four hours, no progress had been made towards completing this meal.
THU 29 JUNE
Brian Fellows had a good look at the Hayling Oysterbeds Little Tern colony today but could not see
more than the two chicks which I spotted a couple of days before, though he counted 15 birds
apparently still sitting on nests or young chicks (and there will have been other nest sites not visible
from his viewpoint). In addition to the Terns he saw three adult Ringed Plover (I have only seen one)
and hopes they have two or more nests, and a pair of Oystercatcher with one chick. The latter
reminds me that there is an amusing correspondence now taking place on HOSLIST sparked by
news that a pair of Oystercatchers have this year nested on the roof of a building in the Nursling
Industrial Estate (adjacent to the mouth of the River Test) where the parent birds can regularly be
seen searching for food in grass by the roads through the busy estate. I was aware that
Oystercatchers will try to nest in strange places and the females seem subject to 'phantom
pregnancies' (sitting for long periods on eggless scrapes). I doubt anyone will easily top the story
which this news from Nursling elicited from the Editor of the Recycler Magazine who writes >> In
Aberdeen, where I come from, Oystercatchers nest in the roofs of buildings in the area, and I recall
one pair in the eighties nesting in the centre circle of a local football pitch. Apparently, the nest was
moved before every game and replaced afterwards, and as far as I can recall, they raised their
young successfully. I don't think the team did much to shout about though. <<
...... Brian went on to visit Broadmarsh where the number of Swans had risen to 101, also seeing a
Shelduck with 3 ducklings and, best of all, finding the juvenile Black Headed Gulls (27 of them) all
looking healthy and accompanied by adults. Back at Emsworth he checked the Swans there and
found 48 present, and the decrease in numbers there since January if added to the number that
have left the Southsea Canoe Lake would easily supply the 100 plus now at Broadmarsh (and allow
for some of them to have gone elsewhere to nest).
Pager news of 65 Black-tailed Godwit at Titchfield Haven yesterday is I think the largest flock seen
together since they began to return from Iceland - there was a flock of 23 at Pennington on June 17,
and today there were 40 at the Haven. Also at the Haven was a Green Sandpiper, and in Peter
Morrison's garden (not far away at Warsash) a juvenile Redstart joined several other species in one
tree - I assume this bird had come from the New Forest or other regular breeding site and had not
been hatched in Warsash? (I see that at Brighton a male Black Redstart is still to be heard singing at
a site where it has been present for over a month). Other pager news from Titchfield for Wednesday
(June 28) is of another sighting or two or more Roseate Terns there, and I see that one Roseate Tern
was in Pagham Harbour (with 8 Little Egrets) today
WED 28 JUNE
Today's big news is that the meeting of Havant Borough Leisure Services committee last night formally
designated the Oysterbeds area and Stoke Common as its first Local Nature Reserve. This is the
first step (the one which counts) in a process that will continue with the appointment of a warden
(applications for this job can still be made up to July 7th) and later with the further extension of the
size of the area (depending on various considerations including agreement with landowners). One
thing that was settled last night was the acceptance by the Borough of the land behind the Esso
garage (where the overflow carpark is) which has been donated to the reserve by Esso.
On May 15 Paul Winter saw a Spotted Flycatcher in the grounds of Sparsholt College and he saw one
in the same place when he was there last Monday (June 26) and assumes the bird has a nest there
though he could not detect it.
I spent some time at Broadmarsh this evening checking and re-checking the number of Swans present

and assuring myself that there were exactly 100 of them plus 2 pairs (so 104 adults in total). One of
the pairs was by the gravel quay with three cygnets and I guess these are from Bedhampton Mill
Pool upstream, the other pair were in the Chalk Dock area off the small carpark with just one cygnet
and my guess here is that they nested on the islands. Also present on both sides of the mouth of the
Hermitage Stream were more than a dozen juvenile Black Headed Gulls but no adults - I was a bit
concerned for these youngsters as they seemed to have been deserted by their parents and were
looking very drab and dis-shevelled (dark and wet, almost as if they had been oiled, rather than
gingery and dry-feathered). Out on the water towards North Binness a small gull flew low over the
water and then settled on it, and while in flight it seemed to have a uniform dark grey upper-surface
- it was presumably another of these youngsters, On the stream I noticed how drab the male
Mallards now are, but also saw one female with three 'day old' ducklings. On Budds Farm pools the
number of Tufted Duck has increased (I counted 51) but there was little else of note there.
TUE 27 JUNE
Brian Fellows regular Tuesday visit to Portsmouth found the number of Swan on the Southsea Canoe
Lake were down to just 5 but at Milton Lakes he was pleased to find that the Swan pair there had 8
cygnets (on his last visit he thought there were only 7). At Baffins Pond there were 136 moulting
Canada Geese and 10 Barnacle Geese, and two pairs of Tufted Duck had young.
John Shillitoe made a tour of the clearings where Nightjar can be expected in West Walk woods near
Wickham last night (June 26) and found six churring males plus some females. On the north side of
the woods (SU 601135) the big clearing which you enter from Liberty Road had two churring males,
and here John watched a dramatic three bird chase (two males after the same female?) and saw a
roding Woodcock. In the Lodge Hill area (SU 601125) John was startled to look up and see one
Nightjar hovering silently not more than five yards from him, but after this he heard two males
churring here. The last two were on either side of the road near the entrance to the big carpark at the
Hundred Acres entrance to the woods (SU 597122). The first bird started to churr at 9:40pm and
they were still at it in pitch darkness.
Jim Berry tells me that until the past few days the Dunnocks in his garden have always searched for
food on the ground as one would expect, but one has just learnt to hold on to the hanging bird feeder
and take peanuts. Have you seen Dunnocks do this?
A couple of pager entries for Monday (June 26) are very unusual sightings for this time of year. The first
is a report from Pennington of a summer plumage Slavonian Grebe, and this may be a confusion
with the Black Necked Grebe that has been seen in that area by others for some time. Even more
unusual is a report of a male Hen Harrier seen flying east over Portsmouth at 5pm on Monday - could
this be a Montagu's? To add to te excitement a Marsh Harrier was seen off Lepe.
Looking north from the 'dead end' southern section of the old outer wall of the Oysterbeds today I had a
really good view of the very active Little Tern nesting colony, and could see at least two large chicks
being regularly fed by their parents. Jason Crook recently told Alistair Martin (see June 16) that he
had located more than 26 nests and if anyone wants to make a better assessment of the number of
successful nests in this colony I would think this is a good time to do so as the parents regularly bring
food to their young, and the view from this southern bund covers the majority (but not all) the nest
sites. Havant Borough should feel proud that their work to create a safe haven for these birds has
been so quickly rewarded, and we the public should be grateful that we can now get a close up view
of this breeding colony that was previously out of our sight on the islands in the harbour.
MON 26 JUNE
Since drawing your attention to Brian Clarke’s new book (‘The Stream’ – see first entry for June 23) I
have had time to jot down my own reaction to it and you can see what I feel about the subject by
having a look at the Comments page
Brian Fellows raises a two part question which has often occurred to me but to which I have no good
answer. The simpler part of the question concerns the age at which different species of bird start to
breed, and he raises this in connection with the large flocks of non-breeding Swans that we have in
the harbours at this time of year. I suspect that a significant part of the answer to this is related to the
life expectancy of the species - I think most Swans survive for at least 20 years and some live much
longer, and they probably do not become sexually mature until they are perhaps five years old.
Brian also mentions the Brent whose winter flocks contain high proportions of non-breeding birds.
The same holds true of the larger gulls, but we do not expect these to breed until they show their

maturity by acquiring breeding plumage, so I think the only reason why we are puzzled by the
number of non-breeding Swans is that the young birds appear to the casual glance to be in breeding
plumage from their first summer. The second part of this question, which intrigues me more, is why
Swans do not seem able to do 'what comes naturally'. We see tiny birds building the most
complicated nests and raising large broods successfully in their first year, whereas a pair of Swans
seem to need several years practice in the art of nest building and I have seen young females lay
their eggs outside the nest they have built as if they needed lessons in the art of rearing a family
rather than knowing by instinct what to do. If anyone can answer these questions more
authoritatively I'm sure that both Brian and myself would love to know the answers.
Peter Morrison was puzzled by the presence at Titchfield Haven this weekend of Black Tailed Godwits
in full breeding plumage (see June 25) and I suggested that these might be birds that had stayed
with us rather than undertake the journey to Iceland and back but news today of a flock of 50 seen at
Keyhaven on Sunday by Russell Wynn, and of others seen in Chichester Harbour by Barry Collins
(including one of the colour ringed birds) make it clear that a good number have flown back from
Iceland. Perhaps Pete Potts will let us know if these are likely to be failed breeders, and what sort of
success the breeding birds had this year. Other returning birds include a couple of Green Sandpiper
at Sidlesham Ferry (SOS news) and a list of sightings by Russell Wynn at Pennington this weekend
(June 25) includes 25 Grey Plover (were these in summer plumage?), 8 Bar Tails, and single
Turnstone, Greenshank and Common Sandpiper.
...... The unusually large Gannet numbers in the west Solent this summer are perhaps still occurring Russell Wynn saw 20 from Hurst Beach at the weekend as well as at least 20 Manx Shearwater, 3
Fulmar and 2 Common Scoter. The 9 Eider and 1 Wigeon are still about and there was a lone Brent
present. Russell passes on news of a more interesting bird seen by Marc Moody at the Keyhaven
Tip back on June 18 - a Hooded Crow.
Pager news for Sunday (June 25) was of a Black Eared Wheatear at Upton near Poole - as far as I
know this was a one off sighting and the bird was never in Hampshire.
Good news from the IBM Lake today comes via Kevin Stouse who confirms that both parents and both
young Great Crested Grebe are still there and in good health. He also saw 2 Med Gulls and 2 Lesser
Blackbacks plus the 2 Kestrels.
John Shillitoe took one of his regular cycle rides arond the Soberton/Hambledon area this weekend and
found Corn Bunting at five sites which sounded like good news until I checked his report of a similar
trip last year (7 June 99) when he wrote of seven, possibly ten, sites having these birds. I realise that
single visits do not guarantee accurate recording but this does sound like a proper reflection of the
gradual demise of this species even in its strongholds. A bit of good news to balance this is that
John heard a Woodlark sing briefly on Sunday at the Hundred Acres site where he has hardly
detected them this year - he suggests that one or two pairs may have been there through the spring
and may have nested but lack of competition for territtory and food has reduced their urge to sing.
Birds which should have been easier to observe and record were the Lapwing which he believes
nested on fields south of Newtown (east of the West Walk woods). At best there were five pairs
present (his visits showed between five and ten birds in the breeding season) and he would like to
think that a flock of 18 which flew from the fields this weekend were five pairs with their young but he
has no proof (and it is much more likely they were a party passing through on their way back to the
coast). He also came on another flock of 12 Lapwing in the Soberton area, perhaps moving down
the Meon valley.
Among Brian Fellows news from Emsworth today is a reduced count of only 40 Mute Swans around the
Mill Pond but the Black Swan is still present and the Peter Pond pair still have their four cygnets. At
least two pairs of Coot seem to be having a second go at nesting this year, and at least 2 Reed
Warblers were singing at Peter Pond and 2 Blackcaps in Brook Meadow - here in Havant I was
pleased to see a female Blackcap in my garden today.
PLANTS:

SUN 2 JULY
Geoff Butland walked from Heyshott to Midhurst today, noticing the Hemp Agrimony turning colour and
catching the eye as it did at Warblington today and at Noar Hill yesterday but it is not yet in flower.
One that was out and which no one else has reported so far is Wood Sage (I presume this is what

Geoff saw though his message says Wild Sage) and his mention of Enchanter's Nightshade reminds
me of an unusual report from Southsea this week - Leaf Cutter Bees there are said to be cutting up
Enchanter's Nightshade leaves in preference to the Rose leaves they normally go for.
This evening Rosemary Webb told me that she had been with the Havant Wildlife Study Group visiting
Noar Hill yesterday and had found Frog orchids there which were bigger and better than any she has
seen before (obviously Bull-Frog Orchids), equally large and impressive Knapweed Broomrape
spikes and among many other delights Dragons Tooth in flower. She then went on with Gwynne and
Nigel Johnson to see a much more exciting plant in the Wilverley Lodge area of the New Forest (by
the Avon Water stream west of Sway). Here they not only saw Wild Gladiolus (now past its best) and
found some of the lovely bog plants you would expect in the Forest - Pale Butterwort, two types of
Sundew, Marsh Lousewort and Marsh St John's Wort - but, while Rosemary was looking at a
Grisette toadstool, Gwynne had one of those Eureka moments as she realised that the tiny plants
with coral pink creeping stems at her feet were Coral Necklace. Today Gwynne joined the Flora
Group of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust at Bramshill (by the River Hart halfway between Hook and
Reading) to look at pondweeds, among which was a rare Potamogeton (P. nodosus) known as
Loddon Pondweed.
While walking the Warblington Farm fields this morning I came on two newly flowering plants, Black
Nightshade (the one named for its white flowers) and Sharp-leaved Fluellen (its cousin the Round
Leaved Fluellen is surviving on tombstones in the cemetery though suffering from weed killer round
the path edges). Field Woundwort was once more found in flower, as were Bog Pimpernel and more
Brookweed than usual, and Hemp Agrimony flowerheads were turning pink though no flowers were
open. Marsh Cudweed also called for close inspection as, from standing height, several plants
seemed to show yellow flowers but a close look showed that these were all closed buds. In the
farmyard, on top of an old brick wall, one plant of Prickly Lettuce was at last in flower, ending a month
long wait for a second plant of this very common species to flower since I found just one flowering at
Emsworth on May 29. Maybe there is something special about Emsworth as it was here (or at least
on the adjacent Warblington fields) that Meadow Sweet was found in flower on May 27 though it did
not start to flower generally until June 21.
THU 29 JUNE
Clustered Clover (Trifolium glomeratum) is one of the rarest clovers found in Hampshire and the
Hampshire Flora shows only one record of it to the east of Southampton Water - that was in an area
to the north of Petersfield Heath pond, where it was still present in strength in 1994 after being found
in 1975, and was exceptional in that all other Hamphsire records are from coastal sites. On June 20
this year John Norton and Debbie Allan found a new site for this plant in the northern part of
Browndown, between Gosport and Lee on the Solent. This is not far from the recently discovered
colony of the much rarer Starry Clover (T. stellatum) on the crumbling low cliff near Lee. With this
news Debbie Allan also tells me that a colony of Fiddle Dock in the heavily used and well mown
Walpole Park in the centre of Gosport has survived all that the public and council mowers can throw
at it for a good many years and does not think the plants which I found last year in Chichester will
easily succomb. I agree with her as they are clearly persisting there in places regularly mown.
A much commoner plant which is having an exceptionally good time this year is the Pyramidal Orchid,
and today I have news from Richard Moore that one has turned up in his garden at Catherington
while many more can be seen in fields sloping down from Glamorgan Road to Downhouse Road and
Catherington Hill near the garden
The first new flower found in today's visit to the flower-rich fields and hedges of Old Idsworth Farm was
Black Bindweed, not one of the most exciting, but the next, Round Leaved Fluellen, was one that I
always look forward to seeing each year - it's soft, furry, leaves have been on show for some time
and I have been checking the plants for open flowers without success until today when I discovered
tiny bright yellow flowers (on closer inspection offset by purple/brown upper lips) hiding under the
leaves. Rock Rose and Long Stalked Cranesbill were still putting on their magnificent show along
south facing field edges and I found Small Toadflax in new places. Hairy St John's Wort was another
first flowering for me and Hoary Willowherb was also in full flower, but perhaps the most significant
find was my first plant of Upright Hedge Parsley in flower, taking over the role of the April Cow
Parsley which Rough Chervil has maintained until now. Other plants that I was pleased to see were
Wall Lettuce, Field Scabious and Red Bartsia, and at the end of my visit to find one small cluster of

Fairy Flax for the first time on this farm.

WED 28 JUNE
Phil Budd tells me that the party from the Southampton Natural History Society which visited Portsdown
last night found Meadow Cranesbill flowering in the Fort Nelson carpark area. I was not aware that it
could be found there and wonder if it a regular feature or a one-off garden escape.
Cycling to Bedhampton this evening I took my usual route along Ranelagh Road between
Brockhampton Road and Meyrick Road, and at the far end of the allotments saw a bright yellow
patch of Creeping Yellow-cress just starting to flower at the roadside. A little further on I checked the
Buttonweed colony in the Hermitage Stream and could still only find a very small number of plants
compared to the mass there in recent years (I still think torrents of rainwater coming downstream
tore away a lot of the young plants and suspect numbers will soon increase again). My first Great
Willowherb was in flower here and later, at the foot of the road up onto Budds Mound, I checked the
tall, shiny leaved and very upright smaller Willowherb plants to be sure they were the Square Stalked
species.
TUE 27 JUNE
Richard Jones was asked by people working at the Defence Research establishment (Portsdown West
site) to investigate three very unusual bright yellow forms of what seems to be Common Broomrape,
and if wondering if they could possibly be the very rare Orobanche minor var flava, not previously
recorded in Hampshire and according to Stace having only one site in the British Isles (at Newport in
Wales). Richard says that the plants are the size of Common Broomrape and both stem and flowers
are bright yellow (a different colour to the yellow of the common Knapweed Broomrape, O. elatior,
and much smaller than that plant). There are normal plants of Common Broomrape present here
and these three are growing on or by underground electric cables and are probably subject to all
sorts of experimental radiation so they may be mutants generated by by the experiments that go on
here, but Richard would love to hear from anyone whose expertise could settle the matter - if they
ring him at Fort Widley (023-9238-9623) he can probably arrange security clearance for a visit to the
site.
On Monday evening (June 26) Martin Rand visited a set-aside field on Telegraph Hill (SU 5528) to the
north west of Cheesefoot Head. The field has a great mass of Common Poppies and among them
were a few with dull pink flowers and, if their stems are broken, exuding a dull pink latex. Martin
wonders if anyone else has come across this variant type. There were few other interesting weeds,
though he found Welted Thistle in flower and discovered a small patch of Catmint (Nepeta cataria) in
the field margin at SU 522281 - it seems this species has not previously been recorded for this
tetrad.
I spent a couple of hours today trudging the shingle at Gunner Point to check this year's crop of Little
Robin plants. Counts of this plant made here in 1997, 98 and 99 were of 6,000 (approx), 4658 and
7800 plants respectively and the counts were made at the end of May each year but I think no full
count was made this spring. What I saw today was perhaps of interest but cannot be compared with
the previous figures as this year's rain and the month that has elapsed since the end of May has
resulted in widespread dense growth of other plants (principally Rest Harrow) which has covered all
trace of the Little Robin over much of the area. I only had time today to cover half the large area in
detail though I did make a quick check on the situation in the other half (which I hope to count next
week), but in the area that I did count carefully I could only find 536 plants and estimate that the
overall total of visible plants could not exceed 2000. What interests me is the question of whether
this small value is just the result of plant growth occurring since the end of May (if so this apparent
reduction in numbers would be true for counts made at the end of June in the previous years) or if it
is a real indication (which I feel to be the case) of a seaward extension of the 'turf' of plants which has
and will continue to reduce the area of bare shingle on which the Little Robin grows. It is not a result
of die-back of the Little Robin as most plants were still flowering and were easy to spot, being at their
maximum growth size and distinctive red colouration. There is no doubt that the Little Robin is
flourishing where it can, and I found a good number of plants in bare shingle both to the east and
west of the core area where counts were made in previous years, but in that core area I found myself
struggling through a dense vegetation of Rest Harrow, Yellow Rattle and grasses that are likely to
leave a mass of roots and plant debris that will build up into a year round turf covering more and
more of the shingle to squeeze out the Little Robin. It will be interesting to see what the count is next

May.
...... Passing the Oysterbeds on my way to Gunner Point I could see the Goats Rue around the overflow
carpark behind the Esso Garage was in full flower (first time I have seen flowers on it this year) and
this reminded me that, in a progress report on Havant Borough's proposed local Nature Reserve
which I received from Steve Mountain recently I see that Esso have donated some land which they
owned here to the Borough for inclusion in the reserve. Ladies Bedstraw has also just come into
flower beside the Billy Line and at Gunner Point, and on my way back I noticed the lovely red flowers
of wild Sweet Pea (Broad Leaved Everlasting Pea) to the east of the track where it passes Stoke Bay
and, more easy to find, on the southern bund of the old outer wall of the Oyster Beds just before
reaching the best viewpoint for the Little Tern colony (you can't miss this as the plants come out into
the bare track from the northern edge). Not a first (Martin Rand reported it last weekend - see June
26) the Dodder is now forming a golden halo over some of the gorse on Sinah Common where one
plant in a new place is a 'bigger than ever' specimen - to see this enter the common from Ferry Road
opposite the Sinah Warren entrance road and fork right at the end of the first section of path, then
look along the southern side of a grassy bay which has a wooden bench seat which you reach in less
than fifty yards after the fork. Other plants that are now flourishing include the main crop of Common
Toadflax, the Dyers Greenweed in the fields beside the Hayling coastal path just north of the path to
the West Lane bends, masses of Meadow Vetchling and smaller stands of Common Centaury. Not
very exciting to the casual viewer, I was pleased to find a great mass of Sea Fern Grass at Gunner
Point
MON 26 JUNE
Since drawing your attention to Brian Clarke’s new book (‘The Stream’ – see first entry for June 23) I
have had time to jot down my own reaction to it and you can see what I feel about the subject by
having a look at the Comments page
Martin Rand has had little time for plant hunting in the past week or so but while driving down the M3 in
the Basingstoke/Dummer area he thinks he saw Orange Mullein in flower - I had never heard of this
species before and what little I have learnt has aroused my curiosity as it seems that in 1990 this
plant grew in abundance of the sides of the M27 where it cuts through Portsdown above Portchester.
As this is a garden escape species most of my books do not mention it but Stace seems to describe
it as one of the larger species (up to 2m high) with large, presumably orange, flowers so it should be
easy to spot candidates for identification. Unfortunately it seems that you have to get a really close
up view of its flowers to distinguish it (Verbascum phlomoides) from a look alike species called
Broussa Mullein (V. bombyciferum), the distinction hinging on whether the filaments supporting the
anthers are hairy or not... hence Martin's doubts about the identity of plants only seen from a car at
motorway speed.
...... More reliable plant news from Martin is of Ploughman's Spikenard already in flower on Magdalen
Hill Down, Winchester, a week ago (June 19) and of Dodder (on heather) and Climbing Corydalis
flowering in the Ibsley/Rockford Common area north east of Ringwood this weekend. At Magdalen
Hill Down Martin was impressed by a good show of both Dropwort and Bastard Toadflax, and by the
plant growth on the newly reclaimed (from scrub) area that has been extensively sown with
wildflower seed taken from local sites. Among the new growth is a lot of Common Broomrape which
I somehow do not think of as a plant propagated by seed (though it must be). One remark which
strikes a chord with me is how areas of bare chalk have become hard capped and offering no
roothold to the more interesting arable weeds of chalk fields - here on Portsdown we used to find
Venus Looking Glass and many other 'specials' in the field edges between Fort Southwick and what
is now called Portchester Common but since they have been abandoned by the plough none of
those specials have been seen.
INSECTS:

SUN 2 JULY
Rob Edmunds found Cinnabar Moth caterpillars already feeding on Ragwort at Fleet today and last
night his moth light attracted a spectacular Leopard Moth - a white moth with black spots. News from
Steve Keen is of a Clouded Yellow at Sway a week ago (June 24) and of a Humming Bird Hawk
Moth at New Milton last Wednesday (June 28)
Walking the farm fields at Warblington this morning I watched a Clouded Yellow heading west towards

Langstone in one of the shore fields, and later in the morning Tony Gutteridge found several fresh
Commas in an inland field along with what was probably the first of the summer brood of Green
Veined White. Over at Emsworth Brian Fellows found more Commas out in Brook Meadow which
remains the only place to my knowledge where Small Skippers are out – there seem to be very few
Skippers anywhere yet and the most I could find today was one Large Skipper in the Warblington
SSSI field
FRI 30 JUNE
Richard Moore, who runs a moth light in his garden near the foot of Catherington Hill, tells me that the
Rush Veneer moth (Nomophyla noctuella) is now around in fair numbers having become scarce in
recent years, and that he has had six Striped Lychnis moths this week - I think this will be of interest
to moth people. One of the main food-plants of this moth's caterpillars is Dark Mullein which seems
to be commoner than usual this year - the moths lay their eggs on it in July (probably earlier this
year) and the caterpillars feed through August and September. They are very similar to the Mullein
Moth caterpillars that have been feeding recently, and the easiest way to distinguish between the
two of them seems to be the time of year when they are found. Up on Portsdown yet another
Clouded Yellow was seen on the wing near Fort Nelson by Adrew Brookes, and from Sussex comes
a further Humming Bird Hawk Moth sighting near Hastings on June 21.
THU 29 JUNE
Marbled Whites were abundant in the grassy parts of the set-aside Quarry Field (north side of
Huckswood Lane) of Old Idsworth Farm today and a Painted Lady paused for refreshment on tall
Welted Thistles (the latin name Cynthia Cardui identifies this beauty as the 'lady of the thistles').
Where woodland bordered the fields Ringlets could be found in strength and Small Whites were
numerous over the late flowering rape crop, but the highlights of the day were undoubtedly
Gatekeeper and Dark Green Fritillary. I had already paused to double check several male Meadow
Browns enjoying wild privet flowers in the hedges in the hope they were Gatekeepers, attracted by
their orange fore-wing undersides, but there was instant recognition when I did see a single
Gatekeeper displaying its open upper-side with birght orange on all wings. Less instant was my
recognition of the Fritillary when I was out in the middle of the set-aside field at the highest point of
the farm and my first thought was to wonder what a Comma was doing flying so fast among the
thistles - the insect was gone within seconds and I never had a close look at it but I am sure that the
location, rapid flight, and rich orange-brown colour all pointed to its being a Dark Green Fritillary.
One other insect that caught my attention this morning was a Lacewing which allowed me a close
look at what seemed to me to be a red body seen through its wings as it rested in a hedge - the only
species close to what I saw in Chinery's book is Nothochrysa fulviceps
WED 28 JUNE
Brian Fellows was in Brook Meadow this morning and found the first Small Skippers for the year - two of
them were mating and he was able to get a close enough look at two of the others to see that one
was a male (with scent bar on its forewing) and the other a female. In the meadow there were also
three Red Admirals, one Meadow Brown, one Small White and one Comma (I also had one of these
in my garden this morning)
Late news has just reached me via Brian Fellows of the first Glow-worm having been seen in Havant
Thicket on June 15 which is the same date as my first sight of one last year though a few had been
seen before that date in 1999 and in 1998 the first appeared on June 3. The main show does not
really begin until mid-July so there is plenty of time to enjoy them this year.
The members of Southampton Natural History Society who had an outing on Portsdown last night
found several Great Green Bush Crickets in the Fort Nelson carpark area but I am not sure if these
are by now the fully developed adults - the male which I saw by the IBM Lake on June 17 looked
close to full size but I would like to know if there is any sure sign that they have completed their
development (perhaps the length of the antennae?)
Jim Berry took a walk in Havant Thicket yesterday (June 27) and came on 3 Ringlet and a Marbled
White as well as 17 Meadow Brown and 14 Speckled Wood. A large dragonfly seen there was
probably an Emperor. Over at Goodwood in Sussex yet another Clouded Yellow was seen by Mike
Collins.
TUE 27 JUNE
While there is no evidence yet that 2000 will go down as a major Clouded Yellow year there are plenty

of these beauties on the wing and you can expect to see at least one in any sunny trip along the local
shores or downs. I saw one today at Gunner Point and possibly another on the Billy Line (just a fast
flying silhouette against the sun with no colour visible), one fresh Painted Lady at Gunner Point and
at least three Red Admirals at various points on my trip. The Small Heath population at Gunner
Point was represented by at least four individuals and the Common Blues (first brood beginning to
tail off?) by a similar number. There seem to be fewer whites around and I only saw a couple during
the afternoon but there were plenty of Meadow Browns
MON 26 JUNE
Last Tuesday (June 20) when I was at Black Point on Hayling I felt sure that I recognized the jizz of a
Humming Bird Hawk Moth seen distantly for a few seconds only, and now I feel sure it was one with
the support of two other local sightings. One was by Andrew Brookes on Portsdown yesterday (June
25) and the other was at Horndean on June 23 seen by an un-named gardener known to John
Goodspeed. Andrew also saw two more Clouded Yellows on Portsdown and Kevin Stouse had
another at the IBM site today, and from both those sites comes news of an abundance of Marbled
Whites but little else other than Meadow Browns. There were 5 Common Blues seen in the Fort
Nelson carpark area along with several Silver Y moths but surprisingly not a single Skipper. Andrew
also had a Painted Lady on Portsdown while Russell Wynn had another at Keyhaven on the same
day (June 25).
I have long relied on Jeremy Thomas' excellent RSNC guide to Butterflies but I see that I never read the
pages on Commas fully enough. I was aware that perhaps a third of the Commas which emerge in
the summer are of the variety known as Hutchinsoni (having brighter orange colours, fainter dark
markings, and less ragged wing edges) but I had not read the text telling me that it is only these
brighter insects which mate and lay eggs in the summer when they emerge - the others save their
sexual energies for the following spring, and devote the summer in which they emerge to feeding on
nectar and going to bed early (i.e. they enter hibernation early and emerge to do their breeding next
spring). Brian Fellows caused me to read this up with his news that since his sighting of a
Hutchinsoni individual on Saturday (June 24) he has seen two more Commas with less bright
colours (he thinks these were tatty survivors of the spring emergence and I cannot doubt what he
saw but these two would supply the necessary two thirds normal to one third Hutchinsoni in the
current emergence if they had been fresh).
Few Beetles can be easily named but when you see one whose wing cases (elytra) are not long
enough to cover the whole body, leaving the tail of the abdomen exposed, you are probably looking
at one of the Chafers, and if your insect has a bright green head and thorax contrasting with a brown
or darker abdomen you are almost certainly looking at a Garden Chafer. When Martin Rand was in
the Frenchmoor area (SU 2828) south of West Tytherley a week ago (June 18) he found a large
number of these beetles - perhaps they also enjoyed whatever it was in this years weather that
seemed to bring out larger than usual numbers of Cockchafers in May.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 1 JULY
Did you know that a major reason for the Roman invasion of Britain was a liking which Julius Caesar
had for pearls, coupled with the fact that in his time the British Isles were a major source of these
valuable ornaments? I learnt this from a fascinating article on Fresh Water Pearl Mussels in the new
issue of British Wildlife magazine. As recently as 100 years ago these molluscs were abundant in
many British rivers and streams, thriving where clear water runs over gravel or sand (the places
where trout and salmon spawn). By the 1990s a survey of all recorded sites in England and Wales
found just one viable colony left in each country, and in Scotland the mussels were found to be
extinct in 101 of 155 sites investigated. These creatures have a life cycle which exposes the young
to many perils, but as an adult female produces around 200 million larvae during her life (she can live
for 100 years) it is only necessary for 1 in 100 million of her eggs to survive in order to maintain a
stable population, but that is not happening.
...... So why the recent steep decline in numbers of these creatures which have inhabited our rivers for
as long as there have been humans here? The answer seems to be twofold. First, whereas the
pearl fishers of past centuries used special tongs to open the shells in seach of pearls, allowing the
majority of them to be returned to the rivers alive, modern fishers bash the shells open and kill every

mollusc they find (and use cars to reach remote streams that would in the past not have been
fished). The second cause of death is pollution, which wreaks its havoc in a more complicated
fashion than just killing the affected molluscs. If the adult molluscs are killed directly their absence
then speeds up the death of the whole stream in which they lived, since when alive they play a major
part in purifying the water - each mollusc sucks in, filters and ejects 50 litres of clean water a day.
...... Co-inciding with the publication of Brian Clarke's book (The Stream), this article re-inforces his
account of how streams die by its description of the life cycle of these mussels. In return for the work
done by the mussels in purifying the water in places where trout spawn the trout unwittingly play a
vital part in the mussels early stages of life. The eggs of female mussels are fertilsed by sperm
drifting down stream in spring and being sucked in by the female. The eggs develop into minute
larvae in a pouch within their mothers shell from which they are ejected in summer and drift further
down stream. To survive they must now be inhaled by trout, and as the water carrying them passes
out of the trout those larvae that stick to the gills become encysted there and remain there (growing
in the hyper-oxygenated environment of the gills) until the next spring when they drop from the trout
and hopefully land in the clean sand or gravel bottom which suits them, and where they will live for
the next 100 years. Break this cycle, kill off the mussels, and all living things in the stream suffer as
the water purity declines.
...... Totally irrelevant to mussels or trout, but telling the same story of life dying as streams die, this
evening's BBC TV News carries the story of how the rains have failed in Kenya, of Hippos dying one
by one and having to be removed from the water before they further pollute it, and of native humans
facing their own impending death from drought.
FRI 30 JUNE
Adrian Martin was walking in the New Forest yesterday evening and had the pleasure of seeing a
young fawn being shepherded away by its mother - he does not say which kind of deer it was, and in
checking to see which was the most likely I found that, despite the difference in the rutting season
(Roe in May, Fallow and other species in the autumn) all species give birth in early summer (May or
June). This makes a lot of sense in allowing the young to feed up and grow a little before the onset
of winter, and also in timing the births to co-incide with a maximum of cover in which to hide. The
chances are that it was either Roe or Fallow, and if it was walking openly with its mother it would not
be new-born as the very young remain motionless in hiding until you are right upon them. Whatever
kind it was it must have been a welcome sight and which I have not seen for a few years (the last
time I came on a new born Roe it was thanks to the BTOs requirement for their Breeding Birds
Survey that you should walk through the fields in a straight line, not follow the normal paths or the lie
of the land, and this line happened to bring me to the baby deer's hideout).
THU 29 JUNE
It is very difficult for the amateur naturalist to assess the population and activity of most mammals,
principally because they are active by night and have learnt to avoid humans, so I was unable to
answer the question 'Are there fewer Hedgehogs nowadays?' when it was put to me recently. I was
reminded of it today on seeing a dead Hedgehog in the middle of the road as I drove through Havant,
and hope that the unfortunate animal was not a female (as her death would probably imply the death
of a family of four youngsters along with the mother - this is the time of year at which they start to give
birth). Two more road casualties seen today were both fox cubs, but I think there is without doubt an
excess population of these animals, still partly supported in urban areas by humans feeding them
(either intentionally by putting out food or unintentionally by putting chicken carcasses in dustbins
that are raided by the foxes). Earlier this week I was told of the sad sight of a very mangy fox that is
all too common a sight now, and I think that sight reflects the over-population as foxes crowd
together in communal groups through which the disease spreads easily (as myxomatosis spreads
among rabbits). With deer, both Roe and Fallow, there is no doubt that their populations are at a high
level, and with Badgers the over-flowing dung-pits which I saw in several places today show that
there are plenty of them in the countryside around us. So what about the Hedgehogs? Can you tell
us anything to indicate how they are faring?
WED 28 JUNE
Jim Berry was in Stansted Forest on Monday evening with Brian Fellows and found a very pretty
toadstool under the pine trees - the medium sized cap was bright red and the stem and gills were the
pure white of a Russula making it almost certain that this was R. emetica or 'The Sickener'. The only

other toadstool with a similar look is a close relative which associates with beech trees and is known
as the Beechwood Sickener.
TUE 27 JUNE
Yesterday evening Chris Fairhead was walking by the River Ems close to Westbourne Church when he
noticed something swimming in the water and, in his words, >>> I was immediately struck by how
large it was, perhaps 5 to 6 inches long (excluding tail) whilst in the water and I wondered at first
whether it might be a rat. However, it had a rounded, almost hamster-type face and when it got out
and sat on its haunches and looked quite short and tubby. <<< I reckon Chris was very lucky to see
it and I for one am very pleased to know they still can be found in the Ems.
BIRDS:

WEEK 25 JUNE 19 - 25

SUN 25 JUNE
A neighbour of Kevin Stouse's (living close to Warblington railway station in Havant) was cleaning his
car yesterday morning when he paused and looked up to see a Hobby take a House Martin which it
carried away north. If it has a nest nearby I would suggest that trees in the lovely parkland north of
Southleigh Road in the Emsworth Gap might provide the sort of location that they are said to prefer
(they are said to use old nests of Crows, Magpies or Buzzards in isolated trees in open country they
they will use nests on woodland edges)
A Spoonbill was seen from the Meadow Hide at Titchfield on Saturday afternoon, and today Bob
Douglas was puzzled to see a Common Tern there with a full black crown yet having a totally black
bill. Bob asks if anyone can comment on its plumage and/or identity, and Peter Morrison has
confirmed that in his opinion it definitely was a Common Tern adopting winter plumage more rapidly
than usual. An earlier pager message had reported two Black Tailed Godwits there, and today Peter
reports that there are several there in full breeding plumage (Birds of Hampshire indicates that it is
not unusual for a few to be seen in Hampshire during the breeding season and that some pairs have
given indications of attempted breeding in the county but there has been no proof of breeding here).
Some bird news from Christoph Harwood's weekend walk around the East Meon area is interesting.
Near Park Farm on the hill above the village Christoph met the under-keeper for this area whom he
knows by name, and this keeper told him a couple of things that I (not knowing this keeper's
knowledge of non-game birds) can only pass on as stated. The first was that there had been up to
nine Turtle Doves to be seen around the grain dryer recently (could there be any confusion with
Collared?) and the second was of Lapwings nesting on a manure heap which might well have been
a more stable habitat for them than are most arable fields had the heap not been 'piled up' last week
(though there is a fair chance that the eggs would have hatched by then unless this was a late
second clutch after an earlier nesting failure). He also confirmed the presence of a pair of Grey
Partridge near the farm.
Last Monday (June 19) I wrote that it seemed that the Song Thrushes had ceased to sing, a remark
guaranteed to start them off again and in the past few days I have heard them singing stronger than
ever in at least six places, and I see that yesterday (June 24) one sang loudly in Brian Fellows'
Emsworth garden where he had not heard one since May. Quite a few other birds are still in full song
including two different Goldcrest heard by me yesterday and today. Brian had another unexpected
visitor to his garden this weekend - a male Bullfinch (not singing)
Following the recent sightings of Barn Owls near the Hayling Oysterbeds I have heard of other
sightings in central Hayling that could indicate another pair on the island and now I hear that a pair
on Thorney Island has been successful in hatching four young. I would think it more than likely that
there is at least one more pair in the Bosham area and two more in the Aldsworth and Idsworth
areas.
Last Wednesday (June 21) I saw the first Lapwing back on the Langstone shore and by today the
number and variety of shore birds has noticeably increased. Just off Langstone pond this afternoon
there was a small flock of 19 Redshank and I could see at least four Lapwing on the mud and spotted
the first of five juvenile Black Headed Gulls that I was to see (two more with one adult at the mouth of
the Langbrook stream and two more at Budds Farm pools). Over in Emsworth harbour at the same
time Brian Fellows also saw a juvenile Black Headed Gull and a Greenshank as well as three
Redshank at Thorney Great Deeps (though they could well have been local breeding birds). Four

Lapwing which flew over Thorney were presumably on the move (and could have been the four I saw
at Langstone). A Greenshank seen at Farlington on Saturday (pager news) was presumably
another passage bird as was a Common Sandpiper at Titchfield Haven. Other birds seen by Brian in
the Emsworth/Thorney area included three Brent in the Emsworth Channel (probably the same three
that were seen by him off the South Moors on June 17), two Shelduck with two ducklings, and best of
all the Little Deeps Swan pair with seven cygnets (I must have been mistaken when I could only see
six in that family). On the wires running above the marshes here a Turtle Dove was perched and
both Common and Lesser Whitethroat song could be heard nearby.
A fascinating entry among the HOSLIST emails is one from Mike Jones who has just finished painting
the outside of a house in the Stockbridge area and lists the various birds seen from his ladder while
at work. The list includes Hobby, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel as well as Spotted Flycatcher and
Kingfisher. Maybe insect rich riverside locations are the places to look for those elusive Flycatchers.
Mention of Kingfisher and ladders reminds me of one juvenile Kingfisher corpse which I
photographed many years ago after it had killed itself by flying into a ladder - I hope Mike's ladder
claims no victims this year.
Both Kevin Stouse and myself are keen to find out what happened to the Swan family which on May 15
were seen with at least five cygnets on the IBM Lake where they had been seen sitting for some
time. It seems that they immediately vanished from the IBM Lake and in past years they have been
known to walk their cygnets down the main road into Portsmouth to the Hilsea Lines. Recently Kevin
thought he had confirmation that they were there again this year when his parents, who live in
Cosham, remarked that they had seen a family with five cygnets which seemed too well grown to be
the offspring of a pair which had still been sitting on a nest beside Hilsea moat a few days before making it likely that these were the IBM birds. Yesterday fresh evidence came to light when Brian
Fellows, who was with the Havant Wildlife Study Group at Hilsea Lines yesterday morning when
they walked east as far as the railway bridge and somewhere saw a pair of Swans with six cygnets,
but they did not see the family of five nor a second family which usually nests on this water so the
puzzle remains unsolved - we need someone to make a complete search of the moat from Tipner
Lake by the Lido through to the pool west of the railway to discover how many Swan families are
present and how many nests can still be found.
FRI 23 JUNE
If you have access to the Portsmouth NEWS on Tuesday June 27 get a copy and see if you can find a
two page spread carrying the first review of a book due for publication at the beginning of July under
the title of 'The Stream' by Brian Clarke (Swan Hill Press £14-95). I believe this could be the most
significant contribution to the debate on the natural environment since Rachel Carson's 'Silent
Spring' made the public aware of how agricultural chemicals were destroying wildlife in the 1950s.
Knowing the NEWS it won't be in your edition but I can assure you that it will cover the front page of
THE TIMES Weekend Supplement on July 1 (and the title is already listed by AMAZON.CO.UK for
you to order your copy in advance of publication). For my more detailed reaction to this book see my
entry on the Comments page.
In most places Kestrels are decidedly thin on the ground nowadays but in the Chilling area near
Warsash Pete Potts has had takers for all three nest boxes that he has put up for Kestrels and all
three pairs have had broods of 4 or 5 chicks this year - this is the more surprising as the boxes are
sited fairly close to each other (maybe all the birds belong to one extended family?). The local
Swallow population in the stables at Chilling is not doing so well with only half the adult birds nesting
there this year that were there last year, and Pete tells me he has had reports of similar population
falls in other south Hampshire locations. Pete does not mention House Martins, but my feeling is
that there have been more around this year and hopefully Swallow numbers will also start going up
again before too long.
Kestrels may have been declining in recent years but there seems no doubt that Peregrine numbers in
Hampshire are higher each year, and today Ian Watts watched a pair of adults perched side by side
on a cradle hanging from the roof of the main Vosper Thorneycroft shed at Woolston today. Ian says
they below the main logo and could be best seen from a raised promenade in front of the new
development on the Southampton side of the Itchen.
I don't really think that the appearance of two juvenile Water Rails seen at Titchfield Haven by Peter
Morrison today can be interpreted as any real sign of how the population of this elisive birds is faring,

but it is good news for visitors to that reserve. Also seen at the Haven today acording to the pagers
were two Little Egrets and 2 Black Tailed Godwit
On June 21 I reported news from Paul Boult in Farnborough that he had a Blackbird in his garden that
imitated the ringing of a telephone so well that both he and his wife had been fooled into going to pick
up the phone. This evening Brian Fellows tells me that he has looked up the subject in his BWP and
found, in the entry for Blackbirds >> Mimicry of many bird species and cat recorded (see Hall-Craggs
1984, also for sonagrams). Witchell (Witchell 1896) named 11 species whose calls were copied by
T. merula in a ,faint voice'. Mechanical sounds also copied (Howard 1956; Snow 1958b;
Thielcke-Poltz and Thielcke 1960). Much mimicry is delivered sotto voce and passes unnoticed, but
human whistles often sung loudly in initial or medial figures, or constitute entire phrase; Tretzel
(Tretzel 1967) described such a phrase being transposed upwards by about a 5th and then being
passed from bird to bird, suffering gradual alteration with increasing distance from model <<
Another fact mined by Brian from his BWP-CD relates to Coots and answers his own question as to
why a Coot was seen to be building what appeared to be a new nest when it had only just hatched
young in the original one - it seems the answer is that they regularly build another structure, or an
extension to the nest, to provide a safe roosting place for their chicks which might overcrowd the
original nest. These structures are called 'brood platforms' and are built with one or two ramps down
to the water to make it easy for the young to get in and out. In fact it seems that Coots are the very
model of good parents, working hard to satisfy every need the young may have - perhaps there is
some good in these horrible, aggressive birds after all.
Unknown to me Brian Fellows also visited the Bosham Channel today to see if he could find another
flock of Swans but he had no more success that I did with the flock. He did however find the
breeding pair of Swans and saw they had 5 cygnets and saw 7 small ducklings with a pair of
Shelduck. Brian went on to Chichester and found 6 pairs of Swans on the lakes with a total of 18
young - similar cygnet totals for these lakes for the past four years (1997-2000) are 28, 35, 22 and
now 18. Also on the lakes were 29 Canada Geese with 9 goslings, plus 3 Greylag adults. Two male
Pochard could possibly have had unseen females with them and one pair of Tufted Duck had three
ducklings but the 6 Great Crested Grebe seen had no visible young. Several Coot pairs had young
but, thank heavens, a total of 210 Coot seemed to be non-breeders. On New Lake there were about
30 Common Terns in residence. On the Chichester Canal at Hunston south of the city the
established nesting Swan pair have 7 cygnets this year making them the largest family group in our
area and keeping up a four year record of never having less than 7 cygnets (one year they had 8).
THU 22 JUNE
A couple of years ago when the first planning application was made to build on land just east of Lumley
Road at Emsworth, we found a Nightingale regularly singing from bushes on the land to be
developed. I am not sure of the current status of the application but I have heard that building is
likely to go ahead, and Brian Fellows tells me that he has been told by someone living near the site
that the Nightingale was heard there again this year and that it was hoped to preserve a small area of
the plot for wildlife - we will have to see what the Nightingale thinks of its reduced living space and
much increased disturbance level. In view of the persistent way in which these birds still return to the
Marlpit Lane site it is possible that this bird will stay on ...
Dennis Bill, who lives in Portchester and co-ordinates the Portsmouth harbour WeBS counts, has
asked me to put out a plea for any information leading to his retrieval of a bird note book which he
thinks he left on a seat at Cams Bay (Fareham Creek) about a month ago. The small black
notebook, which had an elastic 'place retainer', only contained scribbled rough notes of no value to
others but very important to Dennis and he would love to hear from anyone who may have found it you can contact him in office hours on 023-8079-2545 or email dbill@ordsvy.gov.uk
WED 21 JUNE
I was very surprised to hear from Brian Fellows today that there are now 94 Mute Swans in the flock at
the mouth of the Hermitage Stream at Broadmarsh (in all the years I have seen them there I cannot
remember so many - 75 was the peak I would have expected). On the other hand I seem to
remember finding well over 100 at Emsworth in the 1980s and at the moment there are only 50 there
but there is another flock of 111 in Fishbourne Channel (counted by Brian today) and I suspect that
there is another substantial flock in the top of the Bosham Channel waiting to be added into the
Chichester Harbour total.

Yesterday Brian Fellows checked out Baffins Pond and found 132 Canada Geese are moulting there
(in addition to the 180 or so on the IBM Lake). Baffins has just one family of 6 goslings to swell the
total that will take of from there this autumn, and it has one Tufted Duck family of 3 ducklings (I
wonder how many more of that family have been eaten by the Terrapins?). None of the Barnacles
have shown any signs of breeding this year but there are now ten adults there along with one
Embden, one Snow Goose and one (?Bar Headed?) hybrid.
Among 'real birders' one loses face by admitting to an interest in common birds in the the same way
that 'real men' must never admit to eating quiche. This thought is prompted by an entry in the
Sussex website this evening reporting recent sightings in East Sussex of Willow Tit, Redpoll, Siskin,
Grey Wagtail and Spotted Flycatcher with a defensive comment in brackets after mention of the
Spotted Flycatcher saying >> well, how many do you know of this year? << This, along with
welcome news today from Christoph Harwood that a pair of Flycatchers are once again nesting in
East Meon this year, caused me to look back over the mentions of this species that I have
encountered this year and I can only find six. Phil Budd reported a couple on Magdalen Hill Down
(Winchester) on April 30, Paul Winter found one at Sparsholt College on May 15 and Brian Rickwood
managed to find two at separate places on May 17 but only after visiting a number of 'regular
Hampshire sites' which appeared to have been deserted (and after having had difficulty in finding
just two pairs in Devon at places where they had previously been 'common'), and finally I see that
Russell Wynn found 6 around the Blashford Lakes on May 30 while John Clark could find none on
his May 7th bird race around the county.
...... No doubt more will be seen as local family groups come out into the public view and as other
families move south through our area on passage but I have a strong impression that there has been
a very significant decline in the numbers of this species and feel that an ability to detect changes in
population of any species is a very important part of our communal birding activity. I saw a
suggestion recently that we should be expressing our personal 'gut feelings' over such matters and
that if sufficient observers said they thought numbers of a species were changing then we should
begin to think about organising a 'proper survey' to establish the facts. I cannot dispute that well
organized surveys are the best way to get the facts in many cases (particularly for species that only
normal appear in a few places) but I would like to see a better approach to evaluating population
changes more rapidly than waiting a couple of years (one to set up the survey and another to
analyse and publish the results) or relying on national trends published by the BTO from its
nationwide surveys (which do not always reflect the situation in any particular county and which only
become available long after the season to which they refer).
...... Now that many of us (and soon all of us?) have computers and internet communication there must
be ways of improving our awareness of what is going on around us. I certainly do not have a proven
method of doing this but I do have thoughts on the subject and would like to see others expressing
theirs and developing a methodology that will continue to improve with experience. As a starting
point I am trying to record in my own database a form of species/day/place count to arrive at an index
of commonality for all species (plants and insects as well as birds). The method is to list all the
species I encounter each day in each separate 'place' that I visit (no - I don't succeed and no one
ever will, but I keep trying and each 'place species list' adds to the pool of information). What counts
as a 'place' is a matter of choice with no hard and fast rules - if I go for a three hour walk I probably
pass through several distinct habitat types which rank as different places, but it would be equally
valid to subdivide a route into sections by distance or time, and if you think this sounds too
complicated to consider the same sort of result that I am aiming it could be achieved if sufficient
people all made full 'day lists' regardless of place and pooled them. In both cases what you end up
with is a list of all the species seen with a count of how many times they were seen in different
places, and over a year that count should be a reasonable indication of the common-ness of the
species. Note that there is no question of counting the number of individuals seen - just the number
of times the species was encountered. Just two other things are needed to make this work - first is a
simple method of recording the species (and for this I use the BTO codes for birds - there are
standard codes for all the common species though you may have to make one up to record that
catbird when it next docks in Southampton), the second is a method of entering the data into your
computer in a standard format, transmitting it to a central database, and there consolidating it into a
list of overall counts for all species (and this is a question of everyone using some very simple but

standard software which would be no problem to develop). There is just one other thing needed and
that is a feedback system so that anyone can instantly look up the status of any given species, and
that is no problem at all using the internet. Finally you have to avoid the bane of our present pager
system - umpteen reports of the same bird in the same place, but as the birds whose counts would
be distorted by this are not the common ones we are interested in they could be discounted from the
system.
Some birds are natural mimics but the Blackbird is not one of them as far as my experience goes so I
was interested to hear from Paul Boult, who lives in Farnborough, that he has a Blackbird singing in
his garden which occasionally slips into its standard song a very convincing imitation of a ringing
telephone (sufficiently good to have sent both Paul and his wife to answer it). When he first heard it
Paul assumed that the bird making the noise was probably a Starling but he now knows that it is a
Blackbird and is wondering how unusual this is and if anyone else has heard Blackbirds diverting
from their standard repertoire in this way.
Among other news I see that the two Roseate Terns were still to be seen off Hill Head yesterday and
hear from Kevin Stouse that he has been seeing Great Spotted Woodpeckers in unusual places - I
think this is just a reflection of the emergence of young birds from their nests and the family parties
going walk-about. As yet no one here has been as lucky as one birder in Sussex who has just had
his first two Lesser Spots of the year in his own garden.
Last Sunday (June 18) when Brian Fellows saw Lapwing over a field where they do not breed I
wondered how soon we would see non-breeders returning to the shore and today the first was flying
over the sea just off Langstone Mill Pond. I have already passed on news from Sussex of what were
thought to be Green Sandpiper returning from their breeding grounds to Rye on June 11, and
Russell Wynn has told us of more Green Sandpiper and an adult Yellow Legged Gull at the Lower
Test on June12, and yesterday I saw my first two adult Common Gulls for a month or so at Black
Point, so I reckon the season of the wader's return is now on.
TUE 20 JUNE
Visiting Black Point on Hayling today I was more interested in plants than birds but was surprised to see
two adult Common Gulls among the Black Headed and the Common Terns. There was also one
Ringed Plover. Earlier I heard a Song Thrush in full song in Havant so they have not all fallen totally
silent.
MON 19 JUNE
Those who remember the genuine fear during the 'Cold War' Cuban missile crisis that our whole world
would come to a dreadful end within hours as Russia and America confronted each other on the
brink of total nuclear disaster will remember the world wide realistion that the third world war would
effectively be over within hours of the first missile being launched. Within the past twenty four hours
it would seem that a similar war has been fought and won by the forces of common sense and
respect for the natural environment empowered by the instant world-wide internet.
...... Yesterday I (along with more than 100 others in his address book) received an email from Tim
Sharrock, editor of British Birds, forwarding a 'chain letter' which had originated in Brazil and was
intended to inform all conservationists world-wide of a proposal, being steam-rollered through the
Brazilian Congress, to halve the size of the Amazon rain forest at a stroke. Everyone receiving the
news was asked to add their name to a petition against the proposal and to pass the message on to
as many people as possible.
...... Today a further message came from a Dr Bernard Zonfrillo of Glasgow University forwarding the
news that this proposal had been shelved in view of the flood of emails and faxes coming from all
over the world to protest about this potential global disaster.
...... The war was over before I could do my bit - being cautious by nature (and with no real background
to the situation in the first message I received) I was still wondering whether the whole thing was a
new version of the 'I love you' computer virus which recently came near to clogging the whole
internet with a similar chain letter. This evening I was intending to pass the message on to a few
people when I got the news that the war was over (but for how long?)
Coming back to business as usual the pager news passed on by Paul Winter today is of the summering
Black Throated Diver still off Hill Head this morning, and the Emsworth news from Brian Fellows tells
us that the second brood cygnets are still alive and well, the Mill Pond once more has 50 Mute and 1
Black Swan, while the Coots are doing what Coots do when not fighting any bird that enters their

orbit - that is breeding more ugly little Coots. What did catch my eye in Brian's message was the fact
that there, as here in Havant, the recent daily clamour of Song Thrush song has ceased - it could be
just the heat, but I hear nothing at this moment in the welcome cool of the evening that has brought
the garden Blackbird into restful song, so it probably marks the end of their vocal season and
reminds us that it is time to send in those Song Thrush survey forms (or in my case spreadsheet of
observations).
Kevin Stouse braved the heat to walk round the IBM Lake today, noting the litter (on which I
commented yesterday) left by the Canada Geese but also seeing a couple of adult Med Gulls having
a quick wash in the fresh water before returning to the rubbish tip. I was surprised to find one
Cormorant there on Saturday - today there were two. Kevin also passes on news of a pair of Swans
with five cygnets on Hilsea moat which could be the ones missing from the IBM Lake - on the other
hand there is always one pair that nests at the extreme east end of the moat (in the pool east of the
railway) and there is usually another pair nesting at the west end.
Russell Wynn had a reasonably good week-end at Pennington (at this time of year it cannot match the
excitement of other seasons despite non-bird attractions like Clouded Yellows and Hares) with the
summer plumage Black Necked Grebe being the best regular entertainment - seen both days and
showing well in Oxey Creek on Saturday. The nine Eider remain on the sea and there were three
Teal and one Wigeon as well as the birds already reported via the pager (see first item for June 18),
but there was one extra item of real interest - two Hawfinch seen flying east over the marshes. No
Peregrine over the marshes but one went north west over Goatspen Plain in the Forest (just south of
Burley)
At his Forestside home (north edge of Stansted Forest) David Parker had a garden full of bird family
parties over the weekend, from Blue Tits to three young Great Spotted Woodpeckers, but these
were no match for the excitement of Saturday afternoon when a Hobby gave a bull-fighting
matador's display of speed and skill at killing among the local Swallows (actually David doesn't
report any deaths so it was just good family entertainment).
PLANTS:

SUN 25 JUNE
Walking from Havant to Budds Farm and back today I passed the first open flowers on just one of the
Danewort plants by the Hayling Billy line in Havant (I actually saw them open last night), and on the
shore close to the Langstone Mill both Common and Lax Sea-lavender were very close to opening
their flowers. In Mill Lane one plant of Enchanter's Nightshade was in flower and on the wall of the
west Mill I noted that there are now eleven plants of Rusty Back fern where last year there were only
six to be seen. On the South Moors the 'orchid field' is now a delight to walk through and had Large
Bird's Foot Trefoil (I checked for the hollow stems as common Birds Foot Trefoil can grow tall in long
grass) and Marsh Ragwort newly in flower. On Budds Mound Redshank was in flower as were my
first Opium Poppies and on the sea wall the Grass Leaved Orache is out, the Wild Onions already
have green stems of tiny new plants growing from the bulbils on the flower heads, and Golden
Samphire now has detectable tight closed flower heads. The last item of interest near the sea was
the Knotted Hedge Parsley which is now at its best (you can even spot some of the white flowers
while standing up without bending down and poking about in the leaves. Walking up the path beside
the Langbrook I found the first (planted) Mimulus (Monkey Flower) was out, reminding me that a trip
down Watery Lane which runs from Funtington to West Ashling should discover a streamful of this
lovely plant growing more naturally. Finally I checked out the grass along the north side of Solent
Road close to its junction with Park Road South in Havant and found the uncommon Small
Cranesbill (Geranium pusillum) is still present here as well as at the Juniper Square site. My final
new flower for the day was a single plant of Wall Lettuce growing from a crack in the stonework by
the path running south of St Faiths Church at the Homewell House end.
The Wildlife Study Group found a good selection of flowers along the Hilsea Lines yesterday morning
including the lovely Sainfoin and among them were two newcomers to the flowering list - Great
Willowherb (known to some as Codlins and Cream) and the less conspicuous Red Bartsia. This is a
good place to find Bee Orchids, which they did, and they also found a Pyramidal which cannot recall
seeing there before but which are abundant this year - Gwynne Johnson tells me that in her
Soberton garden, to which a few years ago she introduced a couple of Pyramidal orchids (from a site

where they were about to be destroyed), she this year has a show of forty spikes. No news from
Brian of the very rare Balkan Spurge nor the much commoner Black Mustard which flower by the
edge of Portscreek close to the Peronne Road bridge (the Spurge to the east, Mustard to the west)
but I guess the party did not pass this area. Sometime I must revisit this wonderful stretch of land
and see if I can find the large colony of Purple Gromwell which I have recently been told grows on the
south side of the moat just east of the Hilsea Garage (an area difficult but not impossible to access).
On Friday June 23 John Goodspeed found Round Headed Rampion in flower on Old Winchester Hill
and yesterday (June 24) Stephen Harwood reported it on Catherington Down where he says the
Dropwort and Rock Rose (both presumably out for some time - Dropwort was abundant at Martin
Down on June 11 and Rock Rose began to flower on May 18) are doing well.
FRI 23 JUNE
I am very pleased to hear from Pete Potts that I was wrong in suggesting (see June 21) that the
meadow around the Hoe Road water pumping station (off Paradise Lane at Bishops Waltham) is not
as flower rich as it had once been, and that it is now in excellent condition. It is probably ten years
since I was last there and at that time (or maybe back in the mid 1980s) there was some concern
following the retirement of a man who had for years hand cut that meadow with a scythe in the old
style of managing a hay meadow. It was felt that Portsmouth Water Company who own the land
would be bound to adopt less sensitive methods to manage the land in future and I assumed that it
would by now have become as uninteresting as any other grassland that is regularly mown to a
certain height regardless of season or the 'weeds' that grow among the grass. Congratulations to all
concerned on the fact that this has not happened.
Driving to Emsworth today I noticed that the lovely pink flowers of Musk Mallow have begun to open on
roadside plants, confirming my reasons for naming this plant 'Motorway Mallow'. Although these
plants can be found far from any road they do seem to enjoy the dry and dusty conditions of road
verges and each year I inevitably see them first from the car. Another plant that often decorates
roadsides is the Great Mullein whose flowers I first saw last night in a Havant garden and then again
today in a field beside Chichester Harbour, but I know that on my next visit to the IBM North Harbour
site I will see its golden spires standing tall on the banks of the M27. A plant which I could not find in
a regular site today, and did not see on last Saturday's visit to the IBM site where I expected it, is the
lovely wild Sweet Pea (Broad Leaved Everlasting Pea) - I doubt this 'very persistent' plant has
disappeared.
WED 21 JUNE
Last weekend Christoph Harwood made his regular walk around East Meon and noted a number of
plants which he could not identify for certain but he did record the first unmistakeable Rosebay
Willowherb of the year. In the past he has mentioned finding a number of Sloes distorted from their
normal shape and I too have seen this form of distortion both this year and previously - I'm pretty
sure it is the work of an insect laying its eggs in the fruit (before it had developed) and creating a gall
but I cannot find a reference to what the insect may be (it could be an aphid like the one that Micheal
Chinery lists as Baizongia pistaciae) but when making a renewed search for it today I found the
answer to another puzzle. This year, on Hayling Beachlands very close to the Childing Pink plants
there is a number of Catsear plants with very thickened and distorted stems - the most dramatic of
them had its stem very thick and curved into a complete arch with a dozen or more new plants
growing up from this arch. I see this type of distortion is well illustrated by Chinery as being the work
of a gall wasp called Phanacis hypochoeridis.
Ranunculus aquatilis is given the English name of Common Water Crowfoot but this name is a snare
for the unwary in Hampshire as it is listed in the Hants Flora as very local and shown on the
distribution map as occurring only in the south of the New Forest and in seven tetrads in the extreme
north east of the county. Having discovered this the hard way myself when I thought I had found it
here in south east Hampshire, and hearing today that it was being considered as the identity of
plants found recently around Havant I thought it worth a mention to avoid the disheartening rejection
of other claims to have found it. The most likely species in the streams and rivers around here is
Stream Water Crowfoot (R. penicillatus) and with this you only (!) have to sort out one subspecies
and two varieties.
Peter Potts today gives me good news of orchids at Bishops Waltham and in particular of what was
once a glorious wild flower meadow around the Portsmouth Water pumping station alongside

Paradise Lane - I had heard that the meadow had deteriorated in recent years but Pete says that this
year it at least had hundreds of Green Winged Orchids. On the Moors proper the Marsh Orchids
have done well and there has even been one of them found on the dry land of the Hoe Road
Meadow that was bequeathed to the Wildlife Trust.
Just over three weeks ago (May 27) I was told of Meadow Sweet in flower on Warblington Farm and
that same day I saw a mass of the same plants in bud by the Hayling Billy Line in Havant and thought
to myself that they would be in flower within days but despite passing the plants and checking their
progress many times since then it is only today that I actually found them in frothy flower. Another
plant whose progress I have been watching at both Warblington and by the Billy Line is what I think
may be the uncommon large sativa subspecies of Common Vetch. It seems that the seed pods
provide the best evidence for separating the subspecies and today I found them on the plants at both
sites but as they are still green and not fully developed I still cannot be quite sure - they do
encourage me to look again as, while they look glabrous to the naked eye, there is a distinct stubble
along the keel of the pods when seen under the lens. If anyone wants to see these plants just go
south along the Billy Line under the A27 and look among the brambles immediately on your left
(against the brickwork) as you come out on the southern side. The plants here hold their large
flowers at least 1.5 metres high above the brambles in places. On my way home I found the first
Hoary Willowherb in flower, and also passed my first sight of flower umbels in bud on the Danewort
colony on the Hayling Billy line
TUE 20 JUNE
Two more common plants went on my flowering list today when I was at Sandy Point - Large Flowered
Evening Primrose and Perennial Sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis) - and I also saw my first Hounds
Tongue here. Among Common Ragwort in the old hospital grounds were three white stems of
Cotton Thistle that will flower soon (I could not see any of these on the west tip of Black Point where
they used to occur) and at both Sandy Point and along the Black Point Causeway there was an
unusually abundant display of Sea Holly (close to flowering, but no blue to be seen yet). On the
shingle east of the hospital grounds three flowering plants of the rare Sea Knotgrass were
magnificent in size and condition (and there were plenty more of the size that you have to search for
among the shingle) - if anyone wants to see these start from Sandy Point Road and follow the
footpath around (outside) the north fence of the nature reserve until the fence turns south and you
walk straight ahead onto the shingle. Here you will find a series of low wooden posts surrounding
part of the shingle on your left and if you walk north along the outside edge of these posts you will
almost tread on the three good plants (each forms a patch at least 50cm across).
...... Heading north from here along the causeway to the sailing club I found the bare ground on both
sides of the road as it nears the ramp up to the club area was densely covered with really minute
points of white clover flowers and these settled a question that had been in my mind since finding a
similar abundance of ground hugging clover on the sand at Beachlands. The question there was
which of the two look-alikes (Knotted and Rough Clover) was I looking at, but it was only when I
found the 'other one' today that I could be certain which was which. For example one point of
difference is that in Knotted Clover (Trifolium striatum) the veins in the leaflets go in a straight line to
the leaflet edge, whereas in Rough Clover (T. scabrum) the leaflets have "lateral veins thickened at
the edges and arched-recurved at the leaf margin". Looking at the leaves of the plants found at
Beachlands there was some variation in the vein patterns and I could persuade myself that some
were marginally thicked and curved back at the leaf edge. Now, having found the other species for
comparison, I can immediately see the difference and pick out the other characteristics - Rough
Clover has white flowers, less hairy leaf upper surfaces, and a clear thickening and curving of the
veins whereas Knotted Clover has pinker flowers, more hairy upper surfaces and relatively straight
veins. Out towards the west tip of Black Point there is currently a great abundance of the lovely
Hare's Tail grass (most of it now browing to a foxy colour) but I had to walk on round till nearly at the
north shore before I found one plant for which I was looking - this was Saltwort, not yet in flower.
With it was a lovely and colourful example of Frosted Orache (Atriplex laciniata) with mealy leaves
on red stems which burrowed through the sand. I don't think I have come across this plant before
and see that it is marked as rare in the Hants Flora which also comments on its association with
Saltwort (it was right with the only Saltwort I could find) and Sea Rocket which is flourishing nearby.
Sand Couch grass was flowering in the same sand.

INSECTS:

SUN 25 JUNE
The Hampshire Branch of Butterfly Conservation held a 'butterfly picnic' at Pitt Down on the southern
fringe of Crab Wood just west of Winchester yesterday (June 24) and Stephen Harvey tells me that it
was a success in that the ten people who chanced the weather found the first Dark Green Fritillaries
on the wing plus the first Ringlets that I have heard of. Both Marbled White and Meadow Brown were
out in good numbers but only a few Common Blue were seen with one or two Brimstones and Large
Skippers. At Portsmouth’s Hilsea Lines our Havant Wildlife Study Group found the first pair of Six
Spot Burnet Moths mating on Knapweed flower heads (also June 24) and later that day Brian
Fellows found a fresh Comma sunning on a bramble leaf in Brook Meadow at Emsworth. Today on
the Langstone South Moors, as well as at least 30 Meadow Browns, I encountered my first Large
Yellow Underwing moth which thoughtfully landed in grass at my feet. On Budds Mound I came on
a Painted Lady, a Large White and at least one Red Admiral. Also this afternoon, on Thorney Island,
Brian Fellows saw both male and female Clouded Yellow - as he was able to distinguish the sexes I
guess the female must have been one of the unusual pale Helice variants. An email from Steve
Keen which reached me just after last Friday's update reports another four Clouded Yellows seen in
west Hampshire between June 17 and 23.
FRI 23 JUNE
Horsea Island, close to the M275 leading into Portsmouth, has long been a safe haven for much wildlife
but Andrew Brookes tells me the land management of it will shortly pass from the Navy to a private
enterprise venture. In the hope of preventing any unwelcome changes Andrew and Theo Roberts,
representing Butterfly Conservation, were on the island last Wednesday (June 21) to discuss
conservation wiht the present naval estate manager and while I cannot tell you what will happen
there in the future I can pass on news of the butterflies which they saw there. Their main concern
was with the fact that in all the vast expanse of nettlebeds they could not find a single Peacock or
Tortoiseshell caterpillar, let alone the writhing colonies of them that should be there. Have you seen
any this year? I have not. There was not much to be seen at all, but 6 Meadow Browns, 5 Large
Skippers, 5 Red Admirals and single Small Heath and Painted Lady is not too bad considering the
weather. On the same day (June 21) Geoff Butland had a Painted Lady at West Dean Woods and
there were two Clouded Yellows at Farlington Marshes.
THU 22 JUNE
While putting my empties to good use in the local bottlebank I was accosted by Eric Castle with the
news that a few days before (June 18 or 19) he had been filming (I think with his video camera)
something that I have never seen - two Hornet (Clearwing) moths mating in his garden (I see that
some books call Sesia apiformis just Hornet moth while others use the name with which I am familiar
- Hornet Clearwing). On checking this species I see that it is less common than the similar Lunar
Hornet Clearwing and I am not sure whether Eric is quite certain which of these two species he saw
but I do not know of anything else which could be mistaken for one of these two, and I see that the
rarer Hornet moth is the earlier of the two to emerge (the commoner Lunar Hornet waits until July
acording to Margaret Brooks). Eric had also had one of the commoner Hawk Moths (I think he said
Privet) on show in his garden and seen a Clouded Yellow passing through it. In my own garden I
was pleased to see a Common Emerald a couple of nights ago (and this evening to have another
female Stag Beetle walking up the drive to be followed after dark by a visit from a beautiful fresh
Swallow-tailed moth).
WED 21 JUNE
I keep telling myself that it is time to take an evening stroll through Havant Thicket to see the
Glow-worms but I am either sitting at my computer updating this website or the weather is against
me (no football excuses from now on). This evening I see that a few have been seen in a East
Sussex wood and if anyone has news of the Hampshire scene please let me know.
Pete Potts tells me that he had his first Marbled Whites at the Claylands reserve in Bishops Waltham on
the same day that the first were seen on Portsdown - June 16. It always surprises me how creatures
that have been through a long cycle of development since their parent laid the eggs that started the
cycle several months earlier, and almost certainly those eggs were not all laid on the same day,
emerge together in widely different places.

A report of a Small Copper seen at East Meon this weekend by Christoph Harwood is the only new item
to reach me today but from a separate source (Malcolm Lee from Cornwall) I had a very interesting
fact arising from a sighting of a blue butterfly seen last August at Selborne by Geoff Butland and
other walkers who could not identify it but were impressed by its size. I know that if caterpillars do
not find as much food as they need they often emerge as very much smaller butterflies than usual
but Malcolm tells me that very occasionally you also get oversize insects emerging and quotes an
authenticated case of a Common Blue that was the size of a Speckled Wood - so this may well be
the answer to Geoff's puzzle. Malcolm's particular interes is in Large Blues and it seems he has
come on several observations of 'large blues' which turned out to be very large Common Blues.
TUE 20 JUNE
Walking out along the causeway to Black Point on Hayling and looking at the Sea Holly plants I noticed
movement around one of the plants as a fast moving insect investigated it briefly before speeding
across the road and disappearing. All I can say is that its jizz suggested Humming Bird Hawk Moth
but I have no real evidence and await news of other sightings if there has been an invasion.

MON 19 JUNE
My butterfly book (Jeremy Thomas - RSNC guide) tells me that the main brood of Small Blues are on
the wing for a month from the last week in May so this year's show of them could now be over bar a
small second brood in mid August. However the variability of the weather from year to year, and our
southern location meaning that books intended to cover the whole country show average dates
usually later than those we experience, should have taught us not to rely too much on what the
books say and to go by what we see for ourselves or hear from others. So it is interesting to hear
from Andrew Brookes that when he was on Portsdown in the Fort Nelson area yesterday (June 18)
he only saw one Small Blue where on June 3 he had found 'plenty' (whatever that may mean). There
was a handful of Common Blues but the main interest he found was in his first Large Skipper and
Meadow Browns (interesting to see that no one has come up with Small Skipper yet despite the last
four years Hampshire Butterfly reports showing the first of them out at the end of May in two of the
years and on June 7 and 10 in the other two) - personally I assume they come out a month after I see
my first Large Skipper (which was this week-end). Once more the only report of Speckled Wood is
from Brian Fellows in Emsworth but we know they will be on the wing in varying numbers for three or
four months to come. Going back to Portsdown I see that John Goodspeed came across the first
Long Winged Conehead near Fort Widley this week.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 25 JUNE
I suspect that it is not only deer which think that motorists are not human - other road-users often come
to the same conclusion, but it is well known that many wild creatures do not associate motor vehicles
with the humans inside them, and this gives us a chance to get closer views than we otherwise
would (quite recently Rosemary Webb told me how, when she was driving on the Greek island of
Lesbos a couple of weeks ago, she suddenly found herself within feet of some Avocets which were
feeding in a roadside pool). The incident which prompted this note was a sighting by Chris Fairhead
of a Roe deer within a few feet of his car as he drove south along the A3 past the Q E Park near
Petersfield - admittedly the deer was at the top of a bank raising it above road level but in the brief
moment for which Chris was able to view it the deer showed no sign of fright at the noisy passing
traffic. This can be a very bad thing for both motorist and deer if the deer decides to cross the road
as one did in broad daylight a few days ago when I was driving through Stansted Forest - the deer
was only about 50 yards ahead of me when it set out and had it been any closer it might have
regretted its choice of crossing place and time.
MON 19 JUNE
If you have not already seen it you might be interested in the first entry on the Bird News page today
telling how the Amazon Rain-forest was saved from destruction in a new form of global war …
BIRDS:

WEEK 24 JUNE 12 - 18

SUN 18 JUNE
Paul Winter is now back with us posting the latest pager news on HOSLIST and this evening's news is
that a Squacco Heron was circling over Titchfield Haven at noon but flew off south-west while at the
same time there were said to be 4 Bee-Eaters flying north east over East Worldham (a mile or so
east of Alton). Two Roseate Terns are still at Titchfield Haven where Ian Calderwood saw them on
the beach by the sailing club last Friday (June 16). Ian said >> They were an obvious pair, both had
dark beaks, one had a metal ring on left leg, neither had a pink tinge to the breast. << Yesterday's
pager news (for June 17) reported 2 summer plumage Black Terns with one of the Roseate at
Titchfield Haven, and a Black Throated Diver offshore there, while there was a Black Necked Grebe
off Pennington Marshes with 2 Egrets, a Spotshank, a Geen Sandpiper and 23 Black Tailed Godwit
(plus 4 Bar Headed Geese flying over to the east). Over in Sussex I see there was a Black Kite over
Brighton on Friday (June 16)
Brian Fellows made an early morning BBS visit to the farmland and part of Southleigh Forest which lies
south of the western section of Stansted Forest, hearing a Tawny Owl hooting between Holme Farm
and the Stubbermere cottages and seeing 3 Lapwing flying over the fields - as I share Brian's view
that the Lapwing do not nest here I wonder if this is a first indication of them moving from their nest

sites back to the coast?
This morning I made the last but one visit to our Warblington CBC plot this morning, and as Tony
Gutteridge is not yet back from the USA trip with the Portsmouth Choral Union I had the pleasure (?)
of covering the whole plot - managing to get round in under 5 hours. This gave me another glimpse
of the Little Owl based near the old Rectory in Pook Lane and my first view of the resident Great
Spotted Woodpecker, the only other points of bird interest being the sight of a flock of 20+ Linnets
which I assume was a collection of family parties with the first young out, and a similar sight of at
least 12 Swallows circling over the fields close to the farm which I again assume to be local birds out
with their first young (they were flying against the sun making it difficult to count them let alone see
their tail lengths). There was once again no Yellowhammer anywhere on the plot so that is another
local extinction, at least for this year.
SAT 17 JUNE
Pete Potts tells me that he saw a male Red Backed Shrike at Hythe last Monday (June 12) which is
interesting at this time of year.
Brian Fellows saw three Brent off the South Moors shore at Langstone this morning. In previous years
a few summering Brent have often been here up to early May when they disappear for the summer
out on the islands and I think it is unusual for them to return to the shore at this time when I guess
they will be moulting. 50 Oystercatcher on the shore with 2 Egrets and a couple of Common Terns
offshore were less unusual but I was interested to see that a small flock of Linnet were present on
the moors - presumably one or more families with their young already on the wing.
Today I made my IBM Lake WeBS count neither expecting nor finding much bird interest (but the
Marbled Whites and several rare plant species more than make up for that). Reaching the lake first
at the west end I found the two Great Crested Grebe chicks where the canal enters the lake from the
north but only saw one of the parents (there is plenty of reed cover here to hide the other) and nearby
I saw one Little Grebe chick, again with one parent. Towards the east end of the water, mainly on
the promontory which constricts the lake, were 180 Canada Geese with a tight bunch of eight
goslings all looking identical in size and already in their first feathers, and on the grass by the
buildings I passed another pair of adults with eight goslings still in down and seemingly all one brood
(identical in size and with the one pair of adults). Just one of the adults in the main flock had variant
plumage with a totally white head and white flecked black neck - it was the same size as the others
(no minima this year). This large flock of geese sailing on the water looked as impressive as any
Spithead fleet (none of them 'lit up' though) but walking over the grass where they had been grazing
was not pleasant - not only was the grass thickly covered with their droppings but their primary
feathers were littering the ground like plastic after a pop concert (since their litter is all
bio-degradable I suppose it is marginally less horrible than human litter and the birds are reasonably
quiet). Five adult Herons and one adult Cormorant were present and there were quite a few adult
Herring Gulls among the 50+ immature birds - seeing and hearing the calls of one pair of adults flying
over the buildings made me wonder how soon these gulls would start to nest on the great expanse of
flat roof on the oldest building (I have not heard of any candidates for this year's rooftop nesting
survey in the greater Portsmouth area but imagine it will happen before too lone to judge by
experience in Bristol and elsewhere in the south).
Brian Fellows returned to Emsworth from Canada a couple of days ago to find that the Peter Pond
Swan pair had hatched their replacement second clutch of eggs (after the first clutch was smashed
by human vandals) and had four cygnets on the water (the fifth egg had vanished from the nest so
maybe the foxes got one of the youngsters). On the main Mill Pond the Black Swan is still present
but the flock of Mutes was down to 35.
FRI 16 JUNE
Next Wednesday evening Kevin Stouse will be leading a walk through Creech Woods at Denmead
which is advertised to produce Nightjar, Woodcock and bats (see What's New or Walks page for
details) and a recce last night produced these and more. There were 3 churring Nightjar (two giving
good silhouette views on treetops), at least one Woodcock and plenty of unidentified bats. Extra
goodies were a pair of Tawny Owls with at least one youngster making young owl noises, and a
Yellowhammer plus three singing Song Thrushes. A fox and three roe deer were also seen, so if the
weather is even warmer next week a good time should be had by all.
Two reports have reached me this week of daytime Barn Owl sightings in the Oysterbeds area of

Hayling and with the latest comes news from Alistair Martin of having seen Jason Crook patiently
watching the breeding Little Terns and trying to work out how many pairs were nesting. It seems that
he reckoned there were more than 26 nests which I can well believe, having estimated a minimum of
16 from what I saw in passing without stopping for more than a minute or two last Tuesday.
THU 15 JUNE
At midday today a White Stork was seen flying over Arundel. According to the SOS Website report it
was heading NNW which would take it close to Fleet Pond (which is a must on the English tour of all
rare birds). Also in Sussex the Woodchat Shrike remains on the cricket pitch at Sheepcote Valley at
Brighton
WED 14 JUNE
Ron King found an unringed Egyptian Goose in the Titchfield Haven reserve today making me wonder
how these birds manage to evade detection for long periods. At the Haven one was seen on April 26
& 27, then again on May 5, while in Sussex there was a single by the River Adur on Jan 9, then a pair
with four young near Horsham on May 21. I find it hard to believe that these birds are far from these
places where they are seen during the rest of the year but why no reports of them?
The Sussex website reports a Woodchat Shrike showing well yesterday and today on or near a cricket
pitch at Sheepcote Valley, Brighton (frequenting a grassy bank east of the cricket pavilion). Another
interesting report is of a Nightjar perched on a fence post in Riverside Park, Horley at midday last
Sunday (June 11) but the interest has gone out of the Eastbourne Trumpeter Finch now it has been
identified as a Waxbill, presumably a local escape.
A quick tour of Broadmarsh, Budds Farm and the South Moors this afternoon found the Broadmarsh
Swan flock still steady at 74 birds, plus two (with perhaps 27 Tufted Duck) on the Budds Farm pools
where there have been yet more minor alterations to the geography. At the mouth of the Langbrook
stream there was a lone Brent and one adult Lesser Blackback among Herring, Black Headed and
Oystercatchers. At Langstone Mill the Swan pair now have six cygnets left having lost one earlier
this week, and despite the tide being low there was one Egret working the pools left in the meadow
south of Wade Court.
TUE 13 JUNE
Today Ron King watched an Osprey fly south over Hampton Ridge in the north west of the New Forest
carrying a small fish towards Burley. I wonder if this is the one which has been seen on the Test
recently making an excursion to fish the Avon near Fordingbridge before deciding to picnic in the
Forest? On the Test recently David Thelwell has seen three broods of Pochard ducklings near
Mottisfont, and yesterday he noted 15 juveniles among a siege of 22 Heron at Timsbury. Not seen
by him he passes on news of three Red Kites at Bishops Waltham last week (not clear if this was one
sighting of three together or three separate sightings - I think the former).
It will not be long now before Canada Geese become flightless and until then there seems to be a bit of
a game of musical chairs going on with non-breeding birds flying from one site to another as if trying
to decide where to spend the moult period. This thought is prompted by a couple of sightings of
small groups flying in random directions, and by the co-incidence of a report of a Greylag x Canada
cross seen with a flock of 255 Canadas at Lower Test recently, followed by news today from Kevin
Stouse of >> a large flock of canada geese with one which looks like a greylag << seen on the IBM
Lake
My note (see June 12) of two south coast Little Stint sightings in June prompts Ed Griffiths to pass on
news of one seen inland near the Tring reservoirs on June 10
Cycling to Hayling today the tide was high when I reached the shore at Langstone so I was not
surprised to see Egrets in the trees waiting for the tide to fall but I was a little surprised to see at least
six in the Wade Court trees (there could well have been a few more hidden behind the foliage) and
one perched elegantly on a Willow at the back of Langstone pond where three Herons were also
sitting out the tide. At the Oysterbeds I found three more Egrets and the total of ten or more birds
was more than double the four that I have seen hereabouts recently. Still at the Oysterbeds I
reckoned there might have been 16 pairs of Little Tern nesting and I was pleased to find at least one
Ringed Plover on the island with them. Three pairs of Shelduck were present but all were
unoccupied with nest duties when I saw them.
MON 12 JUNE
Russell Wynn reports hearing on Sunday (June 11) a >> singing Quail << in an uncut grass field

somewhere on Hampshire Downland. I guess that is an open invitation to us all to do an evening
round of appropriate fields throughout Hampshire listening for the whipcrack 'Wet-my-lips' call and
report the details to John Clark who might appreciate getting some genuine records after checking
out a reported Great Grey Shrike in the New Forest and finding a Wheatear sitting on a post at the
reported spot (not that that proves there was not a Shrike there - possibly a Lesser Grey)
Ian Thirlwell asks if Cuckoos have been few and silent this year and I for one agree that they have - and
not just this year but for several years past. Ian's home patch on Milton Common has until this year
been a favourite Cuckoo haunt but it seems they have now deserted it - in his own words, in previous
years he could >> usually guarantee hearing them most days through their season with sightings of
2 or 3 birds over the common. This year I have only had a couple of sightings fairly early on, the
same with song/calls. << While there are clearly a good number of cuckoos around (I saw one at the
Chalk Dock entrance to Farlington Marshes last Friday and one at Harting Down on Sunday, and
have recorded them on most visits to our Warblington CBC plot this year) I have heard few calls
anywhere and believe the birds are in a steady decline which people who still have them on their
patch do not notice until the year comes in which their birds do not turn up (as in Ian's case this year).
I see the BTO statistics support this feeling by showing a decline of up to 50% in their numbers over
the 25 years from 1973 to 1998.
Nigel Kendall drove to the New Forest from Farnborough on Saturday (June 10) and saw seven widely
spaced Buzzards as he drove along the M3 and M27 (approximately one every ten minutes).
Assuming he is a careful driver there must have been others that he missed when his eyes were on
the road. In the Forest he found the Red Footed Falcon still present and hunting along the edge of
Denny Wood.
When Kevin Stouse was at Farlington Marshes on Sunday (June 11) he tells me that >> 15 Black
Tailed Godwit on the lake were all disturbed when a young fox lept from the tall grass and
succeeded in catching a female mallard, it then proceeded to walk into the reeds nearest to the
public footpath but didn't emerge, the bird was nearly as big as the fox!! << Perhaps we can afford to
loose the odd Mallard but Russell Wynn recites a more sinister story from Lower Test Marshes on
June 10. Russell writes of >> a very interesting but slightly grim observation of a brood of 2-3 week
old Shelducks being taken by a Fox. The fox took each one from an area of long grass and carried it
a short distance away. It then proceeded to throw the unfortunate bird around like a rag doll, at times
tossing it ten feet in the air before catching it. There was no sign of the parent birds. After a couple of
minutes, when the chick was obviously dead, it carried it away and hid it. It then returned and did this
for all five birds before having a sleep. I know of foxes playing with their prey but I've never seen one
throwing large chicks so high in the air. <<
Russell Wynn also saw a good number of live birds while he was in the Lower Test area on Saturday
(June 10). On Eling Great Marsh there were three Yellow Legged Gulls (adult + 2nd summer + 3rd
summer), a Wigeon, a Peregrine and a Little Egret. North of the Redbridge Causeway the Lower
Test reserve had another Egret, 2 Green Sandpiper (have these just returned to the site or remained
there through the spring?) and a flock of 256 Canada Geese with a Canada/Greylag cross among
them
At Farlington Marshes, in addition to the Fox episode, Kevin Stouse thought he was hearing a
Corncrake when a Sedge Warbler gave a very good imitiation of one calling. Kevin remarked on this
to Bob Chapman, who in the past has spent a good few years in Ireland, and he told Kevin that in
southern Ireland he has heard Sedge Warbler imitating both Corncrake and Chough, and doing it
very well. Down at the Point a Peregrine caused a commotion amongst the gulls and then flew off
south carrying prey, and later another unknown disturbance put up a cloud of Little Tern from Baker's
Island - in recent years there have been around 100 pairs of these nesting on the islands but Kevin
could only detect some 25 birds in the air (even allowing for a dozen or more pairs nesting at the
Oysterbeds I fear that total nesting in Langstone harbour this year is still declining).
Following the report of a Little Stint at Rye Harbour on June 5 Dave Unsworth came on one at Needs
Ore Point this Saturday (June 10). As these birds do not normally return to the south coast until late
June at the earliest I wonder if this is just an oddball which doesn't like the arctic or if there has been
a bad season up north driving many birds south early?
John Goodspeed tells me that there was a summer plumaged Curlew Sandpiper at Farlington Marshes

last Saturday (June 10) and 14 Black Tailed Godwit feeding by the stream. Those visiting the
reserve also have a chance of seeing other good birds which may be breeding there and thus cannot
be publicised. Mention of the Curlew Sandpiper reminds me that the Sussex website today reports
two of these back at Rye Harbour today
PLANTS:

SUN 18 JUNE
This morning's two big surprises as I walked round the Warblington Farm fields were to find the
beautiful Bog Pimpernel flowering in the SSSI wet meadow and Dyer's Greenweed flowering by the
A27 sliproad in the section of the old farm now taken over by the new road junction. The first Spear
Thistle was out by the same roadside and Strawberry Clover was beginning to flower in the SSSI,
while elsewhere I noted my first Field Rose in flower (I'm sure others have ben out for some time).
SAT 17 JUNE
The Havant Wildlife Study Group this morning made the annual count of Southern Marsh Orchids on
the Langstone South Moors and reached a total of 5,614 spikes which is the second highest total
since these counts started after the site was partly destroyed by the building of the new Autoliv
factory on land here belonging to IBM - the remaining part of the site, which is also owned by IBM, is
now scheduled to remain 'green' in the Havant Borough plan and IBM have promised to pass the
ownership (or at least management) to Hampshire Wildlife Trust so that the land can become a
formal nature reserve but this will not happen until IBM have sold eight more factory units here and
no one seems in a hurry to buy those plots so the money to endow the nature reserve remains 'not
yet available'. To show the variability of orchid numbers on such a site, varying with weather and
ground water conditions plus other 'unknowns', the count last year was only 340. Next year it may
be 100 or 10,000... Numbers are not everything and I suspect that a lot of people will be interested
to hear of 23 Lizard Orchids now on show at one site - unfortunately they are at Camber, the last
outpost of East Sussex before Dungeness.
A visit to the extraordinary IBM North Harbour site at this time of year is full of botanic surprises
resulting from the transition of this land over the past 30 years from harbour mud and saltmarsh to
'low downland' (i.e. grassland with many characteristics of downland acquired from the millions of
tons of chalk plus seeds brought from the downs to build the M27). At many stages during the
development of this site plants and seeds have been introduced, but some of the imported plants
have established themselves and extended their foothold over many years, and I cannot see any
difference between the provenance of the thousands of Bee, Pyramidal and Common Spotted
orchids which came with the chalk (not intentionally sown) and two plants which I saw today - Rough
Mallow (Althaea hirsuta) and Hairy Birds Foot Trefoil - which almost certainly arrived as intentionally
planted seed but which have survived neglect and grass mowing over ten years or more. The
Rough Mallow was in full flower on the lakeside bank, some of it standing a couple of feet tall among
the long grass which has been designated a no-mow area to protect some planted Cowslips (not the
Althaea) and the rest creeping along the close mown banks and still managing to flower (this is how
it has learnt to survive here). The Hairy Birds Foot Trefoil has moved about a little but always beside
the road outside the main reception - this year some good strands are overhanging the kerb below
the blue circled white arrow ahead of you as you drive out of the main reception loop. Down at the
east end of the lake, where there is always a mass of Narrow Leaved Birds Foot Trefoil (abundant on
this site), I checked out the small section of ground east of the pump house and was delighted to find
huge patches of a plant which I had been told was on the site list but which I had never seen before
- this is Small Melilot (M. indicus), described in the Hants Flora as rare but increasing, especially in
the Portsmouth area. The latest major wildflower seed sowing was to cover an earth mound after
construction work at the west end of the site about four years ago, producing a long list of unusual
plants in the first couple of years but that list now seems to have been whittled down by nature to just
one plant of Corn Cockle which probably will not re-appear next year. Today I was told that a new
seeding is planned around the latest carpark extensions .
...... Among other new flowerings that I found at North Harbour were Perforate St John's World,
Common Centaury, Creeping Yellow Cress and Dotted Loosestrife (I saw two clumps with the
normal dark brown centre to the flowers but there is another colony here which does not have it and
which one could assume was 'proper' Yellow Loosestrife but I had forgotten to look for the orange

edging to the sepals and so cannot be sure). Large Bindweed and several plants of Sulphur
Cinquefoil were in flower, and one section of carpark edging was thick with Fern Grass where I have
not seen it before. To end this account of flowers on the site I must remind people that there are
more than 1000 each of Common Spotted and Pyramidal orchids now on show here with an
unknown number of Bee Orchids - I probably only saw 50 but once one starts to search for them they
are everywhere. And finally it is a wonderful year for Grass Vetchling with thick swathes of it in many
places on the site.
Shopping in the Westgate area of Chichester today I parked in the Leisure Centre carpark and walked
north across the front of the technical college where a couple of years ago I found my first and only
site for Fiddle Dock - this grass is currently close mown but the roadside verge of the dual carriage
way road here had at least one plant at the south end, west side (opposite a dog-fouling bin) and a
good collection of plants less than 200 yards before reaching the Westagate Roundabout, still on the
west side. Only last week Graham Roberts told me of a scheme adminstered by the West Sussex
county planning department whereby anyone can notify a section of roadside verge as having plants
which should not be mown down by ruthless contractors, and if this nomination is accepted the site
will be given appropriate protection and management. Should you know of such a site you should
contact Ann Griffiths, the West Sussex County Ecologist in the Planning Department, West Sussex
County Council at County Hall in Chichester (PO19 1RL), or ring her on 01243-756852, to get a
Notable Verge record card on which you fill in details of the site (this can be supplemented with
photos or other evidence). Obviously special treatment cannot be given to every place that has
something that you consider 'special' but this does seem an excellent scheme - although I have
never seen Fiddle Dock elsewhere I see that the Hants Flora only classifies it as local, and I never
received any comment back when I notofied the existence of this (presumably well known) site to the
Sussex co-ordinator for the Atlas 2000, so I would not waste Ann's time with a submission for this
verge but I do hope the plant survives.
THU 15 JUNE
My identification may be at fault but close examination of an unusual grass which was dominant on very
dry ground at Idsworth which I visited today comes out each time with Bromus inermis (Hungarian
Brome), which the Hants Flora describes as rare. Needing no close examination other than one look
at the 'horned glumes' was my first Timothy grass, but I did have to resort to the microscope to be
moderately confident that a Willowherb that had just started to flower was American. Beside the
main footpath going north from Idsworth Chapel, where I found such a wonderful selection of
wildflowers last summer, just one Corn Marigold was opening its first flower and there were both
Rough and Long Headed Poppies with the Common ones. At the end of my visit I checked with
David Uren, the farmer, and he told me he had planted a little more wildflower seed here this spring
so it is too early to tell whether last year's plants have set seed or whether this current show is just
the newly planted seed. My first Knotgrass was also flowering here and in another field the small
Fool's Parsley (ssp agrestis) was starting to flower - I found the tall subspecies cynapium here in
Havant a few week's ago but may not have noted it at the time. Which reminds me that when I was
on the Hayling Beachlands last Tuesday (June 13) the lovely Lychnis coronaria was in flower for the
first time.
WED 14 JUNE
John Goodspeed has now seen Bastard Toadflax in flower on Portsdown and thinks it is doing well with
at least one new site found for it this year. He and Richard Jones also found a tiny Centaury which
could be Lesser but he does not mention what I believe to be the determining factor - does it have
have a flower stalk of at least 2mm below the pink flower and above what seems to be its cylindrical
green calyx (is this a set of adpressed bracts?). Another good sign is the flower colour (usually
distinctly red for Lesser and paler pink for Common) - John says this was coral pink but I think coral
is very variable in colour. Being an honest observer John admits that his recent news of the
Portsdown Fragrant Orchid population doubling from one to two plants this year was wrong - there is
only one genuine Fragrant still and that may be declining with age.
The first flowers were open on a bush of Lucerne on the Broadmarsh seawall today and a damp ditch
nearby had my first Wild Celery flowers. On the rough ground here most of the Bristly Oxtongue
plants now have their first flowers beginning to open.
TUE 13 JUNE

Both White and Ribbed Melilot had started to flower at the Hayling Oysterbeds and elsewhere along the
Billy Line I found my first Common Broomrape, Black Horehound and Field Bindweed. In the open
space between the Billy Line and Saltmarsh Lane (where there is a planning application which
threatens to close the footpath and further degrade what was once a flower and insect rich stream
running into a saltmarsh creek) I made a brief survey of the plants there and have since been able to
mention with my objection the presence of Corky Fruited Water Dropwort, Grass Vetchling and Pale
Flax (despite its local abundance this is a nationally rare plant and even in Hampshire is listed as
very local and rare). Interesting, but hardly a valid objection as it is garden rubbish, is a well
established bush of Sulphur Cinquefoil hiding in the long grass.
...... On Hayling Beachlands I much enjoyed the great display of Sea Bindweed and a large patch of
Storksbill in which all the flowers were pure white, and I was then heading to the Childing Pink site
when I spotted someone photographing the plants - this turned out to be Debbie Alan from Gosport
in company with Eric Clement (who discovered the Childing Pink colony) and they showed me a
large area of barish ground in front of the Pinks was covered with Mossy Stonecrop, a rare plant
which I had never examined as its tiny red stalks look just like an early stage in the growth of the
English Stonecrop which is abundant here. In return for being shown this new plant I willingly took
them to see two specialities of the area for which they wre searching - one was the Round Leaved
Cranesbill which grows in profusion all around the Golf Course and the other was the Shepherd's
Cress whose dessicated remains can still be found if you know exactly where to look. Right next to
the Teesdalia Eric pointed out the equally dessicated but larger remains of Silver Hair Grass, and in
another area he told me that large patches of dead grass were the remains of Bulbous Meadow
Grass so I came away pleased with three new plant species
MON 12 JUNE
On Saturday (June 10) Martin Rand found Fragrant Agrimony flowering in old gravel pits at Kimbridge
in the Test Valley, reminding me that this plant (which I have never knowingly seen) is supposed to
occur throughout South Hayling and that I should check out all Agrimony that I find there to see if it
has the pointed, lemon scented, leaves and ungrooved fruiting cups which distinguish this less
common species. On Sunday Martin found Rough Poppy, and (on the track going west across
square SU 4028 south of Farley Mount near Winchester) both Vervain and Dark Mullein in flower
(neither of which I have yet seen) as well as Deadly Nightshade, Greater Knapweed, Field Scabious
and Long Stalked Cranesbill which have been listed in these pages this year, His best find as far as
I am concerned was of Field Gromwell in a field corner near to the Monument at Farley Mount - here
there were some 200 plants of this species which I have never seen,
I made a brief visit to the Skew Road area of Portsdown above Portchester this afternoon to see the
Field Cow-Wheat in flower and found that only a couple of days after Rosemary Webb had seen the
Small Yellow (or Straw) Foxgloves only in bud many of them were now well out and looking their
best. Wandering around in this delightful flower rich roadside I came on my first flowering Small
Scabious, Wild Parsnip and Hedge Bedstraw. There are Bee, Pyramidal and Common Spotted
Orchids to be found here, and in long grass close to where I parked the car I found a few lovely
flowers of Grass Vetchling.

INSECTS:

SUN 18 JUNE
This morning I saw my first two Large Skippers at Warblington where plenty of Meadow Browns were
out with Small Whites, two Red Admirals and one probable female Brimstone plus single faded
Peacock and Painted Lady. I also saw just one Cinnabar Moth and, as well as the report of Small
Skipper, Heather Mills of the Wildlife Study Group told me of a green moth with white stripes which I
guess might have been either a Small Emerald or Green Silver Lines (or one of their relations).
SAT 17 JUNE
The Havant Wildlife Study group saw a Clouded Yellow on the Langstone South Moors this morning
along with what was probably a Large Skipper (though some of the group voted for Small Skipper
which is possible at this date). Another Clouded Yellow sighting today comes from Pennington while

over in Sussex Tony Wilson was at Park Corner Heath near Ringmer (north east of Lewes) and saw
an early Ruddy Darter as well as 2 Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries and this reminds me that I have
also been told of Common Darter already out (but have forgotten the details). Also in Sussex Tony
Wilson visited Benfield Hill (a mile north of Hove) and found a colony of 20 Small Blues plus his first
Large Skippers and Meadow Browns with 6 Small Heath, 20 Common Blue and 1 Brown Argus.
Tony went on to New Bridge near Billingshurst and found a good selection of dragonflies (2 Hairy, 2
Emperor, 1 Downy Emerald, 1 White Legged damsel and a few Red-Eyed). Here in Hampshire life
was not quite so exciting for Rob Edmunds who saw his first Meadow Brown today at Fleet along
with a Red Admiral, but John Goodspeed did well with the first Marbled Whites on Portsdown
yesterday (June 16)
On his return from holiday Brian Fellows found a dozen well grown Mullein Moth caterpillars still
munching what remained of the Mullein plants in his garden – the first record of these lovely
creatures this year. Brian is also the only person to mention sighting Speckled Wood butterflies
today – are we once more in between broods of this species?
Emperor and Black Tailed Skimmer dragonflies were out by the IBM lake today with a few damselflies
and there were probably a dozen Common Blue butterflies and a couple of Meadow Browns, but my
best insect sighting was of my first two Marbled White butterflies. Another exciting find was of my
first Great Green Bush Cricket (not yet full grown). I also spotted a black spotted small ermine type
moth that I think was Myelois cribrella.
FRI 16 JUNE
While writing these notes this evening a neighbour came to the door and invited me to walk down the
road to identify (and record) a Stag Beetle which I am pleased to say was a female in good condition
with a good chance of finding a male and perpetuating the species. Last night a phone call told me
of several seen in Havant not far from the railway station so it seems that there are still a reasonable
number in this area.
THU 15 JUNE
In reporting the continuing presence of the Woodchat Shrike on the Brighton cricket pitch the Sussex
website today mentions that up to seven Clouded Yellows had been seen there recently, but I saw
very few butterflies today. One new insect that I did come across was a party of young Dark Bush
Crickets.
WED 14 JUNE
Despite warm air the stiff breeze of the past couple of days has not been conducive to butterfly
watching. I did see one Painted Lady and one Red Admiral at Budds Farm today, Bob Chapman
had another Clouded Yellow at Farlington yesterday when I had single Meadow Brown and
Common Blue on Hayling along with a few Small White and another Red Admiral.
MON 12 JUNE
Since writing only yesterday of widespread Clouded Yellow sightings over the week-end I now have
further news of them from Sandy Point, where Pete Durnell had one with Painted Ladies and Silver
Ys on June 10, and Cosham (also June 10), where Graham Roberts had one in his garden along
with Holly Blues (and ten Stag Beetle sightings to date). The Clouded Yellow influx continues with
two more being seen today on the Hayling coastal path (Billy Line) and five being seen at Pagham
Harbour. The Sussex website adds several more sightings for last weekend - 2 at Arundel, 2 at Mill
Hill, Shoreham, 1 at Truleigh Hill and 1 at Mount Caburn
OTHER WILDLIFE:
SAT 17 JUNE
A brief search for the Pointed Snails (Cochlicella acuta) which are one of the specialities of the IBM
North Harbour site revealed less than twenty of them where later there will hopefully be hundreds if
not thousands.
MON 12 JUNE
It normally takes several years for a Fallow buck to win the right to his own harem of does, competing
with his equals and fighting the previous master buck during several autumn rutting seasons before
he eventually defeats him in battle. Today, however, Radio Solent carried the story of one

enterprising buck in the Havant area who by-passed the queue and got his own does plus free food,
board and lodging. It seems that the buck had been seen in the Staunton Country Park (i.e. Havant
Thicket) area, each time closer to the thickly populated Leigh Park housing, and it was recently seen
in the busy road (Middle Park Way) serving the north and west of Leigh Park before it entered the
'Farm Trail' (where many animals are kept for public entertainment). Partly to forestall inevitable
road accidents if the animal continued to roam the area, and no doubt partly with an eye to publicity
and possible breeding, the staff herded this buck into the pen where a bunch of Fallow does was
already present and he is now with them as part of the collection on display. As the newcomer is of
the more natural light chestnut colour, and the does are of the dark coated variety, there is likely to
be a new tinge to the coats of any offspring. One thing that Alan Tully from the Staunton Country
Park said when talking about this event on the radio was that the buck was in the age group when it
is known as a 'Sorrel' but did not have time to explain more. Can anyone enlighten me? Presumably
it is somewhere between the youngest bucks, known as 'Prickets', which just have two spikes of
antler (like a Roe buck) and the fully developed male, but how is a 'Sorrel' recognised and are there
other names for other stages of development?

BIRDS:

WEEK 23 JUNE 5 - 11

SUN 11 JUNE
I hear today that one well watched pair of Stone Curlew 'somewhere in Hampshire' now have three
chicks and two different sources tell me of Montagu's Harriers in Hampshire - it seems there may be
a pair somewhere in the New Forest and a different bird at a different location all seen within the past
two days.
Another Harrier (Marsh this time) is once more reported from an East Sussex site but the excitement in
that county this weekend has been focussed on a Squacco Heron seen at Pett Level on Saturday
afternoon and evening, and on another Bee Eater sighting today (June 11) at Icklesham. No point in
going there to look for it as it was heading west at speed but if this is the singleton that has been
flitting about the coast of Sussex (and even visiting Sandy Point in Hampshire) since the beginning
of May then it's worth keeping your eyes and ears open for it to re-appear wherever you are in
coastal Sussex. Tony Wilson was the lucky person who saw this Bee Eater and he also saw a
Curlew Sandpiper and 2 Black Tailed Godwit at the Pannel Valley Reserve near Icklesham
(Winchelsea), and the Sussex news also includes the return of the first Green Sandpiper to Rye
Harbour on June 8 and a Trumpeter Finch associating with House Sparrows feeding in Eastbourne
Gardens for the past few days.
Trevor Carpenter and his family have been much enjoying watching the progress of a family of Great
Spotted Woodpeckers in their garden at Fareham, especially when they mistook the actions of a
parent feeding one of the youngsters for intimate kissing. Perhaps the birds heard what was said
about them and thought they would try it out but when the female flew to kiss Trevor, watching from
the house, she found out too late that there was a glass window in the way and stunned herself. As
is often the case she managed to recover and fly off after a few minutes but the damage may have
been fatal after all as she has not been seen since. Another tree-based bird family of Tree-creepers
has been giving Stephen Harwood's family similar pleasure in his Catherington garden - luckily they
have not suffered any known mis-fortune yet but both Magpie and Sparrowhawk have been seen on
that garden lawn this week.
This morning I made my second visit to the square (SU 7917 - the southern slope of Harting Down)
which I have been given for the BTO Breeding Bird Survey and was pleased to hear at least three
purring Turtle Dove in different places but there was little else of much interest. A few Willow
Warbler were singing, noisy young gave away the position of a Great Spotted Woodpecker nest and
I saw a Cuckoo but the other birds of the 35 species recorded there this spring were all fairly
common (there was one Garden Warbler there on my May visit but today only Blackcap could be
heard, and only one Whitethroat with Lesser Whitethroat just outside the square)
SAT 10 JUNE
Rather late news comes from Steve Keen who was in the Lymington area last Wednesday (June 7) and
saw a single Whimbrel (late migrant or summering bird?) and 5 Eider which are almost certainly

summering. These were off Tanner's Lane, about a mile east of the mouth of the Lymington River.
At Aldsworth Pond this afternoon I could see both adult Swans feeding on the water with no sign of any
cygnets nor of any Canada Geese. A couple of male Tufted Duck were having a dispute that maybe
indicated that one of them had a mate sitting nearby, and there were plenty of Mallard and Coot
(several juveniles) and Dabchick on the water. Above the pond a dozen House Martin were flying
but giving no clue as to where they may be nesting (Stansted House?). Earlier, from Walderton
Down I had looked down on a magnificently colourful sunlit male Kestrel.
FRI 9 JUNE
Peter Morrison found 1 Black and 1 Roseate Tern among a flock of around 100 Common and Sandwich
Terns on the beach at Titchfield Haven this morning. I have the impression that the occasional
Roseate is not an uncommon summer visitor to the Haven and that Black (although recorded in
Hampshire for both June and July) is exceptional here after May until autumn passage. No doubt
someone will correct me if I am wrong but the presence of both species and the two Pom Skuas
(which were seen again off the Haven last Wednesday, June 7) is good news for local birders.
While Brian Fellows is away in Canada I thought I ought to check up on his Peter Pond Swans that were
still sitting on a second clutch of five eggs when he left. A quick visit today found one bird still sitting
and the other patiently waiting in the water nearby - as she only started sitting on the second clutch in
early May and incubation takes just over 7 weeks she may well not hatch them until the last week of
June. At Broadmarsh the summer swan flock still numbers around 74 birds.
THU 8 JUNE
The Test valley Osprey sighting which I reported on June 2 and credited to Mike Rafter (he put out the
news but did not name the observer) was probably made by Richard Jacobs who today tells us that
the bird can still be seen around SU 335292 north of Mottisfont and south of Bossington.
Most of us know that there is a national survey of rooftop nesting seagulls this year, and have heard of
places not far from Hampshire where the gulls are a great nuisance if only for the noise they make,
but I was not expecting to hear of any Hampshire records of this practice. In Southampton, however,
Russell Wynn has found several pairs of Herring Gull nesting on buildings and thinks he can also
record a pair of Lesser Blackback and he is asking for news of any other roof nesting seagulls in
Hampshire. You can contact him at rbw1@soc.soton.ac.uk
The Sussex website carries news of a Red Backed Shrike seen briefly at Shoreham on June 7 and of a
singing Black Redstart at Brighton on June 6 (when 10 Woodlark were 'all at sea' off the pier in fog).
WED 7 JUNE
Dave Pearson saw two pale phase Pomarine Skuas land on the sea off Hill Head to drift east with the
tide this morning. Obviously in no hurry to get anywhere (or very tired after the travels so far?) this
late date sent me to check Birds of Hampshire which gives May 29 as the latest date for spring
passage birds though it does record one group of three seen on June 18 1969 and one on July 9
1989, and since then I see there was one at Hurst Beach on June 8 1997. Yesterday the pagers
reported another Pom in the same area but that was an immature bird. I assume Dave is on holiday
as he went on to visit the New Forest and see the Red Footed Falcon (plus one unmentionable
raptor) in the Shatterford area.
Kevin Stouse was at work today but found time in his lunch break to make a quick check on the Lake
where the Great Crested Grebes still have their two chicks and another optimistic Mallard was
parading 9 tiny ducklings in front of the hidden predators which take all but the lucky few ducklings
that venture on the water here. The Swans which hatched five or more young here just before May
15 seem to have left the site - they may be hidden somewhere in the mile or do of reed filled ditches
which drain the low-lying site into the lake or they may have done what several of their predecessors
have done which is to waddle down the main road into Portsmouth (usually in the rush hour traffic)
and set up home in the Hilsea Moat. The nine pairs of Canada Geese that have unfortunately
chosen this site for their breeding ground are well scattered and it is difficult to monitor numbers at
the moment (when they moult in July the birds will spend more time on the water and be easier to
spot with their young) but Kevin has seen yet another pair with five small young this week. As yet the
Tufted Duck have not brought off any young but they are usually the last to do so. At his home in
Havant Kevin has heard brief snatches of Nightingale song to prove that the bird which arrived there
last Sunday is still around but he has two Song Thrushes shouting at each other close to his garden
which drown out most other song.

The Swan pair on Hayling's Sinah Lake hatched at least six cygnets as that number were seen by
Alistair Martin on May 24. By May 29 Brian Fellows could only see four of them and last Sunday
(June 4) Alistair found just 3 left (which were still there for me to see yesterday (June 6). Among the
survivors is one of the 'Polish' type with white rather than brownish down - these birds also have
more or less adult white plumage when they get their first feathers. Earlier in my trip to Hayling
yesterday I had seen a cloud of at least 20 Little Tern fly up from the Oysterbeds lagoon island where
they are nesting, supporting the estimate of 12 pairs nesting there, Two pairs of Shelduck were in
the Oysterbeds area and one Oystercatcher seemed to be sitting on a nest on the Tern island but I
have not seen any evidence of Ringed Plover nesting this year.
Bob Chapman, in an informal report on Farlington Marshes in early June, says that >> The weather
continues to cause problems with more very heavy rain washing out ground nesting species and
wetting chicks. The weather also makes it harder for the adults to find food for their young so
starvation is an additional problem for those that do survive. Very few Lapwings seem to be hatching
chicks and survival of those that do hatch has been very poor. So far only one chick has fledged.
Many pairs have given up now and the post-breeding flock along the stream is beginning to build up.
<< One success has been that the Swan pair at the Deeps have managed to hatch two cygnets this
year, and if you visit this month you should see them and find six Black Tailed Godwits still present they are often by the stream where Med Gulls are a common sight. Out in the harbour there are still
a few waders around, notably 2 summer plumaged Red Knot and a summering Whimbrel. Also seen
were over 200 Curlew, 57 Grey Plover, 15 Dunlin and a couple of Turnstone. This coming Saturday
(June 10) Bob will be leading a walk to look at flowers on the reserve and he will take those who
meet him at the reserve building at 10:30am into some of the 'no access' fields to see orchids, etc,
(he aims to finish at noon)
An RSPB press release this week confirms the continuing success of the Peregrines using the Sussex
Ornithological Society's nest box put on the Sussex Heights tower block roof in Brighton by Graham
Roberts in 1998. In the first year the pair raised two females, in 1999 they contributed three more
falcons (one of four chicks which hatched died) and this year they have again produced three female
young, now over three weeks old and just ringed (and sexed) by Graham. They should get their full
set of feathers and start to fly at the end of June. We hope some other pairs are producing a few of
the tiercels needed to enable these eight young falcons to breed themselves in a few years time.
This year's young will not only have colour rings to identify them (no details given) but will have
records of their DNA filed away to act as evidence if anyone tries to hi-jack them - for this purpose
Graham took a single growing feather from each bird.
MON 5 JUNE
The Sussex website has the usual selection of interesting news from the eastern end of the county
starting with another Raven sighting between East Grinstead and Tunbridge Wells on Saturday
(June 3) and on Sunday a Black Kite was in the same area (over Ashdown Forest heading for East
Grinstead). An item of more general interest comes from the area between Hastings and
Winchelsea where a Yellow Wagtail is thought to be nesting in a wheatfield. Today's news comes
from Rye Harbour where both a Little Stint and Pectoral Sandpiper have been seen
Mike Rafter was in the New Forest near Beaulieu Road station this afternoon with two other birders. He
left them for just a couple of minutes and, guess what, they saw the famous Eagle and he dipped.
Mike has however put on HOSLIST the best description which I have yet heard of this bird which he
got from Steve Farmer, one of the lucky two. Steve said that he saw >> a large raptor, broadwinged,
white on underside of wings, hovering like a kestrel, flat wing profile, with primary "fingers" curved
up, and long wedge-shaped tail <<. Both observers insisted that the bird was 'huge' and could not
possibly have been a Buzzard though they were about 500 metres from it and it was seen only briefly
before dropping behind a line of conifers 3/4 of a mile south of Shatterford carpark (not to re-appear
there in the next three hours of constant vigil).
Ed Griffiths is just back from the Algarve and has been wondering why House Martin nests cluster three
layers deep around the eaves of houses (even tower blocks) there but have vanished from our
houses. It can't just be a shortage of puddles and sources of mud for nest building - they are much
harder to come by out there than they are in England - but it could be something to do with the supply
of insect food. Out there higher temperatures mean insects are far more abundant, and coupled with
that is an abundance of semi-cultivated land, and a fair amount of marsh and river, within easy flying

distance of the town centres. Perhaps the House Martins will return to our houses as global warming
turns southern England into a new version of sun-baked Portugal and as the collapse of the farming
community returns our insect-repellent fields into scrub. Ed throws in a comment on the dreadful
new name for the Fan Tailed Warbler - out there its song flight is common and he says >> It zits like
crazy as it circles round & round ! <<
Paul Beckett had a great day out in the New Forest last Saturday (June 3) even if he did dip on the Red
Footed Falcon that brought him to the Shatterford area. Woodlark were still singing and Redstart,
Tree Pipit, Crossbill and up to 6 Hobbies were just a few of the birds seen but it seems he was one up
on the dedicated RFF watchers in seeing a Red Kite fly towards Shatterford carpark from Denny
Wood, continuing over the carpark until it disappeared over the road. The bird was well seen by 3
observers at around 2pm.
Russell Wynn was in the Keyhaven area on Saturday (June 3) and saw 10 Sanderling and 9 Eider
along with a drake Wigeon, a Fulmar and 17 of the Gannets which seem to be so numerous this
summer. In the Test Valley on Sunday he found both species of Partridge (and six Hares) plus a
female Gadwall on her nest - I see that these birds have been breeding in Hampshire since 1983 and
by now are probably not uncommon in some areas.
On Portchester Common (Portsdown) juvenile Stonechats can now be seen. John Goodspeed found
them in the final days of May.
John Goodspeed's weekly poster of nature news tells us that the number of Med Gulls nesting on the
RSPB reserve islands in Langstone Harbour this year is at an all time high - as the previous peak
was of 14 pairs last year there must be at least 30 birds present in the harbour. The poster also
reports an estimate of 12 pairs of Little Tern nesting at the Hayling Oysterbeds this year (but against
that must be set a decrease in the number nesting on the RSPB islands). John has not been lucky
enough to see the Little Swift yet but when at Titchfield Haven on Friday he noticed a raptor among
a cloud of Swifts and hoped it was a Hobby but it turned out to be 'only a Peregrine' (a phrase
reflecting the tremendous increase in the Peregrine population in recent years). On Portchester
Common (Portsdown) John found juvenile Stonechats during the past week.
PLANTS:
SUN 11 JUNE
Tony Wilson is the first to tell me of Lesser Butterfly Orchid (the one with the closed throat) this year,
finding one at Park Corner Heath near Lewes in Sussex. Here in Hampshire the much commoner
open-throated Greater Butterfly was seen today at Martin Down along with a profusion of the lovely
Dropwort which flourishes here. Mike Harris was at Martin today and has given me a long list of
plants seen there from which I would pick out Field Fleawort and Square Stalked St John's Wort
along with Hound's Tongue and the Fragrant and Burnt Orchids. Here on Portsdown John
Goodspeed could not find any Bastard Toadflax yet out but did see the Squinancywort in flower.
Rosemary Webb has visited several orchid sites this weekend and tells me that the unique Bee/Fly
hybrid is flowering for the fourth successive year at the site beside the A29 near Slindon and that
Musk orchids are now in flower at Noar Hill but I was particularly interested in news from Portsdown.
Here, where Skew Road and Nelson Lane meet to cross the M27 and become Hill Road down into
Portchester, a good show of Common Spotted and Bee orchids can be seen and many of the Bee
orchids are of a variety called Belgarum. On top of the motorway bank, just behind the fence at the
twentieth post counting uphill from the bend in the fence near the bridge, the lovely Field Cow-Wheat
is now flowering and on the north side of Nelson Lane, just before it turns north under the trees, the
colony of Small Yellow (or Straw) Foxglove is very close to flowering.
SAT 10 JUNE
On June 4 Martin Rand found the beautiful Phacelia tanacetifolia in a Test Valley Rape field and today
I went to Walderton Down, where I found this plant last summer, to see if it was still there. I took the
footpath starting at the main road junction in the village and walked up through the wheat cover the
lower two thirds of the slope before reaching the estimated 12 hectare (200 x 600 metres) band of
presumably setaside land running around the down below the woods on the top. As last year this is
grassland with a great mixture of wild flowers ranging from the dominant Musk and Welted Thistles
down to Black Medick and Field Madder. Last year this whole band was scarlet with Common
Poppies but at the moment there are very few of these and their colour cannot be seen from a
distance, and this year I could not find a single plant of the Phacelia but my walk up here was by no

means wasted - I much enjoyed the flowers that are on display and also enjoyed wonderful views in
crystal clear visibility and bright sunshine. You can see the Isle of Wight, Portsdown and Butser Hills
as well as up and down the Ems Valley and across Stansted Forest.
FRI 9 JUNE
The seawall path from Broadmarsh to Farlington Marshes is a good place to find early flowers on many
plant species and today it had a good selection of new 'weeds' on show. The first which I came on
this afternoon was Creeping Thistle followed shortly after by Wild Carrot and Common Ragwort, and
right outside the reserve gate was a patch of Self-Heal. Slightly less of a weed, Tufted Vetch was
also flowering as were a number of species that I have seen elsewhere but which are still not
common in flower - Grass and Meadow Vetchling, Yellow-wort and Sweet Briar, and in this category
would come the two clumps of Bee Orchids that I saw including a knee high specimen (among a
group of 20) that will eventually have more than a dozen flowers on it. In the reserve, in the 'Slip
Field' immediately south of the A27 and east of the underpass, some very healthy Marsh Orchids
were flowering with three or four very tall Pyramidal orchids whose flowers were not yet showing any
colour. Near these were the main reason for visiting the reserve - an excellent patch of around 50
Adder's Tongue Ferns each with a fertile spathe. Also in this damp field the Saltmarsh Rushes were
in full flower and on the dry ground of the seawall path below the A27 the Narrow Leaved Bird's Foot
Trefoil (Lotus glaber) was in flower and a big patch of Meadow Vetchling could be seen on the
motorway bank.
THU 8 JUNE
My weekly visit to Old Idsworth Farm today gave me my first sight of Small Toadflax and Henbit
Deadnettle in flower and added a new Hampshire tetrad for Long Stalked Cranesbill (of which there
is plenty in the Sussex fields of this farm). While these were good finds the real enjoyment of the day
came when I reached the set aside field north of Huckswood Lane (north and east of the big chalk
quarry) in which David Uren, the farmer, has sown a mass of wildflower seed. On my last visit to this
part of the farm I had the impression that the field was solely populated by White Campion and from
a distance the white is still all that you see, but walking among it you find a thick ground cover of Field
Madder, Field Forget-me-not and Parsley Piert with occasional patches of Thyme Leaved Sandwort
and Wall Speedwell, and coming up to the height of the Campion is much Wild Mignonette while
towering above it in one large area are many magnificent Musk Thistles. Several Painted Ladies
were nectaring on the flowers and three or four pairs of Skylark are probably nesting here, with
Linnets, Willow Warblers, Whitethroats (Common and Lesser), Chaffinch, Blackbird and Song
Thrush all singing round the periphery, and as this is the highest point of the farm there are excellent
long distance views. Walking through this field was as good as any holiday, restoring both my well
being and my faith in a better future for the countryside.
WED 7 JUNE
At Farlington Marshes both Early and Southern Marsh Orchids are now in flower and anyone who
wants a rare opportunity to enter some of the fields in which they grow (to which there is normally no
public access) should be at the reserve building at 10:30am this coming Saturday (June 10) to join a
90 minute walk led by Bob Chapman (free of charge - all welcome). You should see at least two
other orchid species there along with Corky Fruited Water Dropwort and the brilliant if tiny flowers of
Grass Vetchling. To the north of Portsdown Hill the HWT Hookheath Reserve (not open to the
general public without a permit from the Trust) has Marsh Orchids by the thousand and hundreds of
the Heath Spotted Orchids with which you may be familiar in the New Forest but for which
Hookheath is the only site in our corner of south east Hants. Also in that reserve are many lovely
Meadow Thistles (more like an elegant Knapweed than a thistle) but these can hopefully also be
seen in the meadows south west of the Creech Woods at Denmead.
Last week at the IBM North Harbour site the first Bee Orchids were seen in the carpark and today Kevin
Stouse came on 3 splendid specimens very close to the buildings while the motorway bank along the
south of the site is now covered with what must be Common Spotted Orchids
Alistair Martin raises a question which I cannot answer with any certainty when he asks the name of a
Gladiolus which looks similar to the Wild Gladiolus that is Hampshire's botanic masterpiece but only
found in the New Forest. The plants which Alistair has found this year are close to the Hayling Billy
line on Hayling in the patch of 'waste ground' though which a path leads to Denhill Close and

Saltmarsh Lane and have almost certainly arrived through the dumping of garden waste (he has
seen similar plants near the Oysterbeds in past years and I have come across them in vrious
places). They are much smaller than normal garden gladiolus species and have pure magenta
flowers almost identical to the native Gladiolus illyricus of the New Forest. I'm pretty sure they are
either G. italicus or G. communis - these two species differ slightly in the length of their anthers and
whether their seeds are winged or not. Both the Hants Flora and Stace suggest they are more likely
to be G. communis (Eastern Gladiolus) which has anthers shorter than the filaments supporting
them and seeds that are winged.
TUE 6 JUNE
The big surprise of my trip to Hayling today was to find the Bell Heather flowering on the Golf Course
immediately south the The Kench. More expected was the Sea Bindweed and Hare's Foot Clover to
be found at Gunner Point where Sheep's Bit is now quite a common sight.
MON 5 JUNE
To most of us Yellow Rattle is Yellow Rattle but this species started to rattle my complacency several
years ago when I heard that Greater Yellow-Rattle had been found on the Eastney beachlands near
Fort Cumberland in Portsmouth. This was found since the publication of the Hants Flora which
suggests that the only record of this species in the past century was of one find at Silchester in 1906.
I have not heard a final verdict on the Eastney plant, nor whether it is still to be found, but a couple of
people I spoke to seemed to think it was a good find. Now Martin Rand reminds me that the
'ordinary' species comes in six subspecies at least three of which can be found in Hampshire - there
is Rhinanthus minor minor (the common species of old meadows, especially on well drained basic
soils); R.m. calcareus (found on chalk); and R.m.stenophyllus (favouring damp grassland and fens this tends to be the common form in the north of Britain but it is rare in the south). In addition to
location the principal means of identification seems to be the number of pairs of leaves to be found
on the main stem above the highest branches and below the lowest bract (so ignore anything which
looks like a leaf but which has a flower originating where it joins the stem - that leaf is a bract). The
chalk sub-species is usually taller than average, and has 3 to 6 pairs above the highest branch,
whereas the common subspecies has no (or at most 1 pair of) leaves above the highest branch.
Martin tells me that he found some fine bushy plants of the chalk form at Yew Hill south of
Winchester back on May 22.
...... Martin goes on to tell me that on Bank Holiday Monday (May 29) he enjoyed the sight of more than
40 Burnt Orchids (in the past I have called these Burnt Tip Orchids but I see that all the books call
them just Burnt Orchid) on a Wilts Wildlife Trust reserve on Coombe Bissett Down (squares SU 1024
and 1125) which is east of the A354 Salisbury/Blandford road and south of the minor road
connecting Coombe Bissett and Odstock along the Ebble valley. I imagine you can access this
reserve by taking a path going south for about two kilometres from the east end of Coombe Bissett
but there may be access from the A354. As the reserve has open access it offers an alternative to
Martin Down for seeing this lovely orchid and many other plants and butterflies - Martin found lots of
Horseshoe Vetch and saw Green Hairstreak, Small Blue and enormous numbers of an amber tailed
Bumblebee which was probably Bombus pratorum. Among the plants were many Fragrant Orchids
and at least one flowering spike of the downland form of Southern Marsh Orchid plus the first
Hounds-tongue which I have heard of this year. Dwarf Sedge (Carex humilis) was over but still to
come were Dyer's Greenweed, Bastard Toadflax and Saw-wort. On the way home from Wiltshire
Martin visited the Ashley Hole area of the New Forest (square SU 2015, south east of Godshill)
where the rare Early Gentian flowers on chalk brought into this area to mark targets for a bombing
range that was here in the early 1940s (I can remember seeing planes use it when I lived at North
Gorley during the war), and in this area he found a large colony of Adder's Tongue Fern beside the
stream as well as Hairy Buttercup (which I think of as a seaside species but I see that it is widely
distributed in the New Forest - though no doubt it would avoid the chalk of the bombing range)
Phacelia tanacetifolia is an unwieldy name for a beautiful plant which has recently begun to appear in
southern English fields, mainly where a mixture of strange plants has been sown as game
cover/food. I was introduced to it by a local rambler who discovered, but could not name, it on the
down overlooking Walderton village in the Ems valley and I have subsequently heard of it in various
parts of Hampshire, mainly near Fordingbridge. Yesterday (June 4) Martin Rand came on it >>
thriving and spreading in a Rape crop west of Fir Hill near Bossington (SU3231), where it was

introduced in pheasant sowings 2 years ago <<. When I first found it I decided it was clearly a
member of the Borage family but searched Stace's account of this family to no avail, then spoke to
Eric Clement who immediately recognised my description of its blue flowered spiral cymes combined
with much pinnate (Tansy like) leaves and told me to look at the Hydrophyllaceae family which
immediately precedes the Borages and there it was. I must go back to Walderton Down to see if it is
persisting there.
...... Martin Rand went on north up the Test Valley to Broughton and walked west, ignoring Broughton
Down to the north of the path, up to the hill top called Cold Harbour and in Rape fields south and
south east of here he found a number of good arable weeds including Venus Looking Glass and both
Dense-flowered and Fine-Leaved Fumitory as well plants of Rough Poppy coming into bud.
Three orchid species which are usually in full flower by mid May have only just come to my attention
following last Saturday's visit by the Havant Wildlife Study Group to Chappett's Copse near West
Meon. This wood is a major site for Sword Leaved Helleborine but by now these are at the end of
their season so only a few were seen with good looking flowers. The same is true for this plant's
close, and much commoner, relative the White Helleborine of which there were some in the wood
but many more have been flowering in Gwynne Johnson's garden at Soberton where clearance of
shrubs and trees that were shading the orchids has led to more than 150 spikes flowering this year.
The third orchid seen at Chappett's was Bird's Nest, and these also were probably flowering by
mid-May but it is less easy to see what state this plant is in - it can still look as if it is in flower when it
is effectively dead as death hardly changes its brown colour and (like the Frog orchids) it retains its
shape even when it has become a skeleton. Much more colourful was the Rock Rose flowering
along the sunny banks of the narrow lane where it passes Chappett's Copse.
...... More orchid news comes from John Goodspeed who was very pleased to find that the Portsdown
population of Fragrant Orchids had doubled from one spike last year to two this, and to find 12 Fly
Orchids where last year there had been only ten plus some blind plants. Down below the hill on its
north side a number of Southern Marsh Orchids are now flowering beside the Southwick to Wickham
Road. On the Brownwich cliffs just west of Titchfield Haven John found more of the delightful Grass
Vetchling flowers, and in Havant today I found the first of the totally uninteresting Narrow Leaved
Pepperwort plants lining the edges of the Petersfield Road.
INSECTS:
SUN 11 JUNE
When I saw a Clouded Yellow yesterday I guessed that it would not be the only one and messages
today prove I was right. On Portsdown John Goodspeed saw one on Saturday and the Sussex bird
news website reports them on that day at Chichester (1), Goring (3+) and Pagham (4 plus one pale
Helice). Also in Sussex Tony Wilson saw two at Icklesham today along with two Painted Ladies and
at Park Corner Heath near Lewes he came on 3 Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary and and one more
each of Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady. On Martin Down today Mike Harris almost certainly saw
one - seeing a fast flying yellow butterfly smaller than a Brimstone. Meadow Browns were out at
Martin as were the expected Adonis and Common Blues, Small Heath and Brown Argus plus
Speckled Wood and Peacock. On Portsdown yesterday John also saw Painted Ladies and Silver Y
moths along with Common and Small Blues.
My visit to Harting Down this morning for a bird survey was a little early in the day for butterflies but I did
stumble on my first Meadow Brown well before 8am, and after finishing the survey passed ten Small
Heath and one Common Blue on my way back to the car at 9am
SAT 10 JUNE
This morning a strange insect was resting on the ceiling of our kitchen looking at first sight like a very
large grass moth (pyralid) with a body about 1 cm long and an equally long proboscis sticking
forward from the head. When I aroused it in the process of capturing it in a glass I found the
proboscis became a pair of very long antennae and the insect then looked like a huge version of one
of the normally tiny longhorn moths that we have seen in woodland recently. It then confused me
even more by hiding one pair of legs under its wings so that it appeared to be an insect with just two
pairs of legs. To cut a long story short I eventually decided it was a Caddis Fly of some unknown
species.
...... In the afternoon a Speckled Wood came into the house and I went out to Walderton Down where a

few Common Blue and Small White were on the wing but the best butterfly of the day flew past my
car down in the valley as I returned to it after the walk - a well seen but fast flying Clouded Yellow.
Just before seeing it I glimpsed another fast flyer which I think was a Painted Lady but could not be
sure.
FRI 9 JUNE
In this afternoon's cloudy and breezy conditions I did not expect to see any butterflies on the seawall
between Broadmarsh and Farlington Marshes but a Painted Lady flew off strongly as I approached.
At the Chalk Dock entrance to the Marshes I put up a Peacock and in the long wet grass of the field
below the A27 here just one male Common Blue was trying to dry out enough to fly.
THU 8 JUNE
Whether they had just arrived on today's south east winds I could not tell, but in the flower rich set aside
field of Old Idsworth Farm to the east of Chalton I found three or four Painted Ladies today along with
a similar number of Silver Y moths. I saw both male and female Brimstones, one Common Blue and
half a dozen Speckled Wood with - surprisingly - only one Small White.
On June 2 Stag Beetles were seen in Cosham and on Hayling and I expressed surprise that none had
been seen before that date, and in response to that comment Stephen Harwood tells me that he
knows of one seen in mid-May found walking down Sheep Street in Petersfield - no doubt there
were other early records but it is only in June that they are becoming a relatively common sight. This
evening I watched one in my own garden flying a little above head height and silhouetted against the
last faint glimmer of daylight in the evening sky.
TUE 6 JUNE
At lunchtime today Andrew Brookes was in Victoria Park near the Portsmouth Guildhall and saw an
immaculate female Holly Blue. By now the first brood of these butterflies, which should have been
on the wing since March or April, would surely be looking less than pristine but the second brood is
not normally expected before July. This year the first brood in the main seem to have emerged much
later than usual, obviously delaying the arrival of their offspring so I would put my money on this
being a very late and well preserved spring insect but nature being perverse it could well be the
offspring of a pair that were out in early March.
In the Hookheath nature reserve near Southwick village north of Portsdown John Goodspeed today
found just one Beautiful Demoiselle.
MON 5 JUNE
Andrew Brookes tells me that 3 Painted Ladies were seen on Portsdown by Gerry Cushen late on
Saturday afternoon (June 3) but Andrew had to wait until Sunday for one to arrive in his Portchester
garden to nectar on a wallflower. On Saturday Andrew did see plenty of Common and Small Blue in
the grassy open space around the Fort Nelson carpark at the west end of Portsdown (SU 609069)
and on Sunday in the Southwick woods he found several immaculate Speckled Wood that were
almost certainly a new brood just out.
Mike Harris was attacked in his own garden at Drayton below Portsdown by two male Stag Beetles last
Friday evening (June 2) and after taking cover watched them zooming around the garden for a good
half hour until it became too dark to see them
OTHER WILDLIFE:
SAT 10 JUNE
Today I drove past a second Foxcub road casualty in East Leigh Road just south of the Havant BUPA
Hospital.
THU 8 JUNE
A brown body by the edge of a country road near Finchdean today was my first sighting of a foxcub
road casualty this year - no doubt there have been plenty of others that I have not seen.

WEEK 22
MAY 29 – JUNE 4
BIRDS:

SUN 4 JUNE
My Shell Guide to British Birds tells me that up to 1980 only two Little Swifts had been recorded in the
British Isles (one in Ireland and one in Wales). I don't know how many have reached Britain in the
twenty years since then but the species is certainly not mentioned in Birds of Hampshire, so the
appearance of one at Shatterford Bottom in the New Forest (less than a kilometre due west of
Beaulieu Road Station) has probably attracted a fair number of birders. All I know about it is a
message on HOSLIST this evening from Bob Douglas saying that he was >> lucky enough to 'jam in'
on the Little Swift << so I can't say anything about its whereabouts now but I suggest that if you see
a House Martin with a square ended tail and Swift type wings take a closer look and note the details
carefully. In that area of the Forest the Red Footed Falcon continues to show well and Bob also saw
Hobby, Woodlark and Crossbill while he was there.
Today a Nightingale turned up in a thicket (overgrown garden) on the eastern edge of Havant and sang
intermittently from lunch time at least until tea-time - the site was actually at the back of Ann Hearn's
house in Glenleigh Park, close to Warblington railway station, and within a few hundred yards of our
local Berkeley Square (which may have been its destination). Presumably a failed or non-breeder it
could I suppose stay around for a few days as did the two Wood Warblers which Brian Fellows
discovered in Southleigh Forest on 29 May 1998 which stayed there, singing, until 10 June that year.
I was able to be certain of this bird’s identity from what I could hear over the phone when Ann rang
me with the news but I naturally went round to hear if more clearly, and as the site is within a stone's
throw of Kevin Stouse's house I was able to give him the news and he will no doubt keep us updated
on the length of its stay there. Later this evening I was told that the Nightingales at Marlpit Lane were
still singing strongly tonight.
Kevin had been out today leading a walk in the Buriton/Petersfield area and he tells me his party
enjoyed their outing, seeing 50 bird species including two Spotted Flycatchers where the footpath
leads down to the pond at Nursted (SU 765210) and two quite separate Little Owls (one of which
perched openly on an oak to give everyone good telescopic views - the other was at a nest site
where noisy young could be heard in the nest). Before the party had fully assembled at Buriton
Kevin was lucky enough to see a Tree Pipit making a display flight from the roof of nearby Buriton
Manor, and during the walk a pair of Red Legged Partridge were heard making Stonechat like noises
(possibly clucking like a mother hen to tell their chicks to keep their heads down?). More good news
was that there was no shortage of Yellowhammers in this area.
SAT 3 JUNE
With Tony Gutteridge away I did the full CBC at Warblington, completing it in under the expected five
hours and finding some good birds. Best find was, after seeing the Little Owl at the Old Rectory site
where Tony has found it a couple of times this year, to see another one fly up from the tramlines of a
big wheat-field around 600 metres east of the first bird and to watch it fly to an isolated oak with
possible nest holes even further east, suggesting that we may have two pairs on the farm. I think I
disturbed the bird when it had come down to have a drink as it went up from the only puddles of
water for some way around. I also had a distant view of a large female Sparrowhawk (we have had
few sightings of these this year) and recorded a couple of other species that seemed likely to go
down as 'missing' this year - one was Moorhen, getting a good view of one adult with a recently
hatched chick, and the other was Reed Bunting with a female showing well at the reed bed where I
have seen the male only just once this year before today. Two other observations that might be of
interest were a Great Tit visiting its nest in an unusual underground location down one of the plastic
tubes put in to water the roots of a newly planted tree - this tube has been left in situ and Great Tits
(probably the same pair) used it last year. The other was a new slant on the wicked ways of Magpies
- the few Skylarks that we have on the farm have already had to put up with late ploughing of all the
fields in which they nest for the planting of sweetcorn and will probably now have made new nests in
ground hollows under the minimal shelter of the very young sweetcorn plants. This morning I
watched a pair of Magpies fly to these fields, perch in a tree overlooking one field, and before long

swoop down to the area where they judged the Skylarks were nesting to start a foot patrol in search
of the nests - the Skylarks have little hope of having any eggs left after being subjected to this
treatment.
FRI 2 JUNE
When I was younger and petrol was cheaper I once drove over 300 miles around Hampshire on a May
bird race and I still remember my disappointment when, as soon as I stopped, at around 2am, on the
fringes of Porton Down I was moved on by the police without hearing the call of a Stone Curlew.
While I have seen these birds several times (I especially remember one landing on the Paulsgrove
rubbish tip during a WeBS count and staring into its huge eye gazing out from a pile of rusting car
exhausts with which its body colour merged so well as to make the bird almost invisible) I have never
heard the famous call so I was delighted to see a message on HOSLIST from someone who
managed to do this a couple of nights ago at one of our Hampshire nature reserves without being
arrested or even read ten pages of the Wildlife and Countryside Act. It's lovely to hear of his
pleasure and I hope he will not mind my quoting his words which say >>After a short kip in the car we
re-emerged at about 3.30. A solitary nightingale was singing wonderfully from the scrub at the top of
the hill, and one short eerie burst at about 4 o’clock satisfied our thirst for Stone Curlew. As the sun
rose two turtle dove were purring away from the tops of bushes down in the valley, and 3 or 4 roe
deer were watching us from various points in the mist.<< Even in the 1980s I recall a nighttime walk
up the canal path at Titchfield Haven from which we returned to find my car surrounded by half a
dozen police vehicles, including a van full of dogs, and had to play the trump card of showing them
my IBM id badge to convince them we were not the 'suspicious characters in welly boots' as reported
by the local neighbourhood watch, and more recently I have heard of more than one instance of
innocent night-time birders in the New Forest being lucky to escape alive from armed patrols of the
wildlife defence force - I welcome their work in deterring or arresting criminals but feel it is really sad
that so much individual enjoyment of the magic of the night is now denied to us.
...... The same message also includes news of a late Black Tern at Keyhaven on May 31 and of a
possible late Merlin sighting in the New Forest where Wood Warbler was singing well
This afternoon Mike Rafter saw an Osprey over the Test at Mottisfont - presumably a non-breeding bird
with no urgent destination but will it stay with us?
A brief outing this afternoon discovered that the Swans have nested at Bedhampton Mill and now have
three cygnets. Down at the mouth of the Hermitage stream the summer flock now numbers 72, not
including the pair that were on the Budds Farm Pools. There has been a change in the layout of
these pools in these past few days - the concrete wall built earlier this year to create a separate pool
on the north side of the landward pool has been broken up for a short distance at its west end and a
new gap has been cut in the earth bank which previously separated the landward and seaward
pools. A good supply of water (of unknown quality) continues to flow from the huge pipe in the north
east corner (whatever's in it seems to attract the attention of both ducks and gulls which cluster
round the outflow) and this now has more immediate access to all parts of the pools. Looking north
from Budds Mound over the main sewage works there was a flock of more than 50 birds that seemed
to be mainly House Martins flying close to the new tall metal building, and if they were that is yet
another sign that House Martin numbers are looking up this year.
THU 1 JUNE
Alistair Martin was in Aldershot yesterday watching an Athletics Competition when two birds in the sky
caught his attention and his binoculars showed they both had the wedge tails of Ravens, but as they
were drifting north and soaring higher and higher in a thermal it was difficult to be sure until, in
Alistair's words >> one went into a power dive while the other tumbled almost vertically down
demonstrating the typical Raven aerobatic that as far as I know is never performed by Crow or Rook.
As far as I am concerned, they were Ravens. <<
Pager news tells us that the Purple Heron was still at Fleet Pond and the Red Footed Falcon at
Beaulieu Road yesterday but the Hengistbury Fan Tailed Warbler was not seen
WED 31 MAY
A Red Backed Shrike was at Rye on Bank Holiday Monday and no doubt gave pleasure to many
birders but I suspect that one small group of people who came on a baby Tawny Owl near East
Meon were just as delighted with it - they certainly have more of the 'cuddly' factor than does the
Shrike and being unable to fly off allow as much viewing as you want if you are not put off by their

hissing. I well remember coming on one in Chappets Copse near West Meon and finding myself
looking the owl in the eye at perhaps ten feet distance, and then being able to bring a number of
others to enjoy the sight without apparently disturbing the owlet.
Among many birds seen by Russell Wynn over the past week I was particularly pleased to see that he
found six Spotted Flycatchers in Pitts Wood in the north west of the New Forest, proving that these
'common birds' can still be seen, though maybe only in the same sense that Red Backed Shrikes
can still be seen - in my lifetime they also were common birds. Russell also noted a flock of 250
House Martins over the Blashford Lakes near Ringwood - another small indication that the fortunes
of this species may be looking up.
A collection of 102 Gannets in the west Solent off Hurst Spit (seen by Marc Moody on May 25) sems to
be another indication of things changing for the better. Birds of Hampshire tells us that flocks of up to
200 birds were not uncommon near the Needles up to 1969 but if I read the account of this species
correctly the largest number seen together in this area since then has been 31. I wonder if global
warming has brought new fish into the Solent? Marc also saw 46 Manx Shearwater which I think of
as birds perpetually on the wing but they too have to eat and may have been attracted by the same
fish.
In the absence of close sightings speculation on 'that Eagle' continues but it seems that what evidence
is available from distant observations on adverse conditions tends to favour Lesser Spotted Eagle so keep watching and see if you can get a foolproof description for the records. One other useful
piece of information is that checks have been made for escaped birds but none are reported to be on
the loose.
Brian Fellows is off to Canada for a couple of weeks but before leaving Emsworth he was able to
confirm that the Black Swan is back on the Town Mill pond, and that the Peter Pond Swans are still
sitting on their second clutch of five eggs.
The most interesting bird encountered today in a walk around Stansted Forest today was a Tawny Owl
which briefly joined a noisy Jay and other birds in objecting to some unknown disturbing influence possibly a prowling fox. Earlier the loud call of a Buzzard attracted my attention to the sky just in time
to see two birds, one clearly the Buzzard, the other giving the impression of being a Sparrowhawk,
disappearing behind trees. Earlier this year I remember a vivid account from John Shillitoe of a
Peregrine making passes at a Buzzard with the Peregrine clearly the superior bird but I do not know
what if any reaction to expect from an encounter between Buzzard and Sparrowhawk. At another
point in the walk I watched an interaction between two Kestrels, seemingly just play between a pair
TUE 30 MAY
On the island in the Oysterbeds lagoon today there were at least four pairs of Little Tern and I saw two
of the birds carrying small fish intended, not for chicks, but as offerings to their mates at the nest site.
Three pairs of Shelduck were in the area, interestingly one pair was on the lagoon and seemed to be
taking a close interest in the north shore where there are large 'caves' in the rubble supporting the
public path - last year I noticed one bird of a pair entering one of these holes and assumed it had a
nest and it seems that the birds may again be nesting right under your feet as you walk around the
site. Six Egrets were in the area but little else of bird interest - down at Sinah Lake the three white
(Embden) geese were out on the grass north of the lake having found a hole in the fence but I did not
see the Swan family anywhere.
MON 29 MAY
Like the 'Big Cats' which lurk around the British countryside giving sufficient distant views to convince
us of their existence but little proof of their identity the Eagle which has drifted high over the Pagham,
Cosham and Fareham area recently has re-appeared today high and distantly over Black Gutter
Bottom in the New Forest and gone on the pagers as a probable Short-toed Eagle (of course there
is no hard evidence to say this is the same bird but it's good to know that the 'big one' for Hampshire
birders has not yet gone away for good) The Red-Footed Falcon which was also seen again on the
dead tree south of Beaulieu Road Station begins to seem like small fry ...
Halfway round a circuit of Sinah Common Brian Fellows paused at the Ferry Inn around 1pm today and
saw a Hobby fly west across the harbour entrance to Eastney. At Sinah Lake Brian found the Swans
with only four cygnets (Alistair Martin saw them with six on May 24), and one of them was of the
Polish type starting its young life in almost white plumage. Back in Emsworth an afternoon tour of
the ponds found the Peter Pond Swans still sitting but no sign of the Black Swan on the Town Mill

Pond.
Last night I voiced thoughts that the many puddles of standing water after all the rain we have had
would enable House Martins to build more nests this year, so you can imagine my delight when I
walked into my garden in this morning's sunshine and was buzzed by a pair of House Martins
investigating the eaves of my neighbour's house as a potential nest site - both birds flew up several
times and clung to the wall while chattering about its suitability. My only other bird news today is that
the Swans on the Thorney Little Deeps do have a family of six cygnets which I saw with one parent
bird - a regular dog walker told me the family has been on the water for about a week and that both
parents have been seen with them.
PLANTS:

SUN 4 JUNE
I managed a brief trip to Portsdown this afternoon, making my first stop at the hilltop carpark between
the old A3 and the top of Farlington Avenue in order to search for early Bastard Toadflax. I did not
find any (last year I found my first here on June 16 and it was flowering until towards the end of July)
but much enjoyed the lovely Sainfoin which John Goodspeed first saw here this year on May 15 and
I did see my first Hoary Plantains and see the inconspicuous Crested Hair Grass (Koeleria
macrantha). Among the flowers in the 'no mowing' area staked off below the public carpark here one
small Bee Orchid was interesting for its pure white outer tepals (the three 'propeller blades' that are
normally a lovely pink colour). My next stop was at Fort Purbrook where I parked in the cul de sac
road opposite the entrance road to the Fort and immediately found a healthy clump of Common
Gromwell in full flower close to the north side ot the road (surrounded by clumps of Mugwort and
Hemp Agrimony not in flower). Below the Fort I must have seen 100 Common Spotted Orchids in
flower and well over 100 Pyramidal though only a few of these had their flowers open as yet. Also
here on plant of Yellow-wort was showing the yellow of one opening flower bud and one plant of
Agrimony was well into flowering. Further down the road leading to Havant I pulled into the
Farlington Redoubt entrance and was not pleased to see that the broad verges of the approach road
within the first barrier had been recently close mown with no sign of the Bee and other orchids that
usually flourish here. Outside the barrier Portsmouth Council's contractors have been better
behaved and have left a wonderful swathe of long grass studded with all sorts of flowers - my first
Greater Knapweed flower among them as well as Alsike Clover and Vipers Bugloss.
SAT 3 JUNE
Having to cover the whole Warblington Farm area this morning (normally I only do half, but Tony
Gutteridge is away for a month) I walked an unfamiliar route which involved negotiating the
A27/A259 junction which was built after we started the bird census in 1977. On the edge of a ditch
alongside the slip road from the A27 I found myself about to step on four large and very healthy Bee
Orchids, each with its first flower fully open - a stunning surprise as I did not know there were any
growing in that area. Also here were plants of the lovely Musk Mallow that will start to flower before
too long, and in other parts of the farm a few Southern Marsh Orchids were out (5 in one field where
I have counted 100, and 19 in another where I have counted 1000) and the Brookweed had started
to flower along the marshy channels where fresh and salt water meet. In the afternoon on Idsworth
Down the first of the Musk (or Nodding) Thistles were out as was my first Eyebright. Wild Thyme was
beginning to flower and there was an excellent show of Horseshoe Vetch. Looking for Basil Thyme
(no sign of this beauty yet) I found my first Fern Grass of the season - still young and not as rigid as
it will soon be but unmistakeable in size and shape. On richer soil on the down the Deadly
Nightshade was in full flower.
…… It always intrigues me to learn from a number of messages how new species of wildlife suddenly
appear in different places all at the same time and this year this seems to be happening with Bee
Orchids. A message today from Mike Bending tells me that at least one Bee Orchid was flowering in
the carpark at IBM North Harbour yesterday afternoon.
FRI 2 JUNE
On the hills above the Adur Valley north of Shoreham today Tony Wilson found the first flowering Bee
Orchid (he says it was a brilliant one) among some 500 Fragrant Orchids.
I wore my wellies this afternoon to wade the Hermitage Stream at Bedhampton in the hope of finding

the first flowers on the Buttonweed that has been abundant there in the past few years. I did find the
flowers, but very few, and while more may well appear later I have the impression that the torrents
which have been pouring downstream recently have washed away most of the small plants from the
gravelly banks at the side of the stream which are normally not even covered by water at this time of
year but this year have been scoured by roaring torrents. The good news is that some plants have
survived and numbers will hopefully soon rebuild. Also by the stream here the first Water Figwort
flowers were out and on dry land the Mulberry Tree which overhangs the public path looks set to
have another bumper crop of fruit. Further downstream the Brookweed was not yet in flower but on
the Broadmarsh playing fields where new topsoil was spread last year (the work of re-instatement
was stopped in the autumn to avoid disturbing Brent geese and has not re-started) there is a
tremendous display of varied 'weeds' - new among them, standing tall and in flower at the top of an
earth mound, is a glorious clump of Milk Thistles like those now flowering at the Oysterbeds.
WED 31 MAY
A pleasant walk around Stansted Forest today was rich with wild flowers, including my first good display
of Common Spotted orchids (with a few late Early Purples still looking good), but the only newcomer
to the scene was Marsh Thistle
TUE 30 MAY
Cycling to Hayling today I was once again greeted by new plants as soon as I reached the southern pier
of the bridge - white flowered Red Valerian was out at the very tip of Hayling soil, only a few yards
further on flowers were out on a clump of Knapweed with False Oat Grass flowering beside the
clump, and at the Oysterbeds the first Milk Thistles were in flower. As usual the best finds were on
Beachlands where the ground was dense with tiny plants of Sand Catstail as soon as I started west
from the Beachlands office (a plant of Salsify was also flowering here). Stopping at the Childing Pink
site I counted 70 plants and over by the skateboard park I collected a sample of the small clover
which I thought would turn out to be Rough Clover (T. scabrum) but the evidence of the veins in its
leaflets seemed to point to the look alike Knotted Clover (T. striatum). Nearby was a very distinctive
patch of grass which I later confirmed was Squirrel Tail Fescue. Continuing west to the grassland
south of the Golf Course I saw my first Yellow Horned Poppy and Vipers Bugloss flowers which
others have seen earlier this week, but near the pill box I came on two delights which I have not been
told of (but have been expecting). The first is the Nottingham Catchfly which is thriving with at least
100 plants in flower and in the same area were my first 25 plants of Sheep's Bit (the Round Headed
Rampion of the sand dunes). Here the Lupins were at their peak for everyone's enjoyment but few of
those who see them will see other speciality of the area that is currently flowering in the sand dunes
- the lovely Hare's Tail grass of which there were more than 100 plants in the one place I looked for
them.
MON 29 MAY
My Bank Holiday outing was by cycle to Prinsted, Southbourne and Westbourne and my first stop was
at the Little Deeps on Thorney where the bank of Red Hot Poker plants (I wonder who on earth
planted them there and when?) was trying to inspire a feeling of flaming June but having as much
success as the many barbecues that are no doubt taking place. These have probably been
flowering for some time but there were two plants along the seawall that are only just appearing on
the scene - one is Corky Fruited Water Dropwort and the other is Hop Trefoil. I also noticed the
Saltmarsh Rush (Juncus gerardii) and a healthy growth of Spiny Restharrow that is not yet in flower.
Continuing to Southbourne I rode up Stein Road in anticipation of possibly seeing the mass of Crown
Vetch flowering around the gateway of number 156 but was disappointed to find a builders lorry in
the drive and the 'weeds' around the gate removed by new owners (not successfully - several young
plants are on the way to re-instating themselves). Further north, just before the bridge over the A27,
my first Salsify was flowering by the roadside (west side) and at Westbourne the beautiful Skullcap
was already flowering on the brickwall of the 'towpath' just above water level (no plants visible
outside the cottages at Lumley where the stream is in spate). Going south down Mill Lane and over
the A27 I found a mass of Dames Violet flowering where the mill stream re-emerges after its
adventure under the A27, and after going down to Lumley Mill, turning right and then right again to
come to the footpath underpass under the A27 I found my first Prickly Lettuce in flower on the
parapet above the tunnel among the usual gaudy display of Oriental Poppies. Finally I made a slight
diversion from the main road back to Havant to check out the 'large vetch' reported by the Wildlife

Study Group in Church Lane at Warblington between the roundabout and farmhouse (opposite the
third lampost). It it definitely not the Broad Leaved Everlasting Pea which they suspected but is one
of the two large sub-species of Common Vetch - probably Vicia sativa segetalis though it could be
Vicia sativa sativa (I must remember to look for the seed pods later). As I was south of the main road
now I crossed it by the Pook Lane footbridge and took the 'twitchel' path to Wade Court Road,
passing through the great abundance of flowering Shining Cranesbill between Pook Lane and Norris
Gardens, and ending my journey by seeing the first flowers of Weasels Snout on plants growing
outside the gateway of the end house in Shawford Road (west side)
I hope the weather permits me to enjoy my weekly trip to Hayling tomorrow as John Goodspeed tells
me that the first Vipers Bugloss was seen in flower at Gunner Point on Sunday (May 28)

INSECTS:

SAT 3 JUNE
Andrew Middleton was at Bentley Wood on the Hants/Wilts border in the early afternoon today and saw
at least 4 Small Pearl Bordered and 3 Marsh Fritillaires in good condition together with a couple of
Pearl Bordered that were looking a bit worn so don't wait too long if you want to see them this year.
On Idsworth Down this afternoon I was quite surprised to see very fresh looking, strong flying,
specimens of both male Brimstone and Peacock. They had such a flying start this year I suppose it
is possible that these are the generation that we would expect at the end of July - for both species
the time from egglaying to emergence of the butterfly is just under two months so eggs laid at the
beginning of April would emerge now. I also found perhaps twenty Common Blue and best of all at
least four Small Heath, and at various places saw Silver Y moths as if an invasion had started.
FRI 2 JUNE
Tony Wilson visited both Mill Hill and Beeding Hill (above the Adur Valley north of Shoreham) this
morning and found a total of 75 Adonis Blue but only 2 Small Heath at a time when they should be
out in force - what has happened to them? I am also quite surprised that the Adonis Blues exceeded
the Common Blues by nearly 2 to 1, and interested to hear further confirmation of what Mark Litjens
has been telling us about this being a good year for Brown Argus (Tony had 35 of these). Just one
Painted Lady and one Silver Y does not sound much but it is good to know that some migrants are
getting across the channel - now that the little ships have got to Dunkirk I hope the weather holds to
bring back a welcome invasion of butterflies.
Last year an early Stag Beetle was in my garden in April but this year I have not seen or heard of one
until today when I was told of one in a Northney garden on Hayling.
WED 31 MAY
This does seem to be an unusual year for butterflies starting with an exceptional number of hibernating
species emerging in the early spring and then petering out as the non-hibernating species were
apparently deterred by cold and rain and migrants failed to cross the channel. Not all, however, is
doom and gloom. At Martin Down on May Mark Litjens found 26 Brown Argus - his biggest haul for
any day trip he has made there - and in Sussex Tony Wilson has just found 100 Common Blue on
Benfield Hill (just north of Hove). Back among the species that are just still with us Mark found small
numbers of Pearl Bordered and Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries at Bentley Wood on Saturday (May
27) and just one Marsh Fritillary there on Sunday (May 28) and on that same day found just 2
Glanville Fritillaries at the Hordle Cliffs site. The one species that seems undeterred by whatever the
weather throws at it is Small White, and today, while in the Yew Hill area near Winchester, Mark
came on some 30 Large Whites and thinks these may soon be numerous.
Dragonflies have been thriving and back on May 27 Mark Litjens found plenty of common damselflies at
Titchfield Haven with Hairy Dragonflies and Four Spot Chasers. Cockchafers have also been having
a good season and up in Fleet Rob Edmunds (who has not had his moth light on for some time
because the Cockchafers bombard it) put the light on again on Tuesday night but this morning found
only one moth (the Spectacle) and still 3 Cockchafers in the trap.
The Hawk Moth season is now on us and Dave Pearson (not normally a moth enthusiast) found a Lime
Hawk in his garden a couple of days ago and asks me what is the status of this species in Hampshire
- I hope someone will come up with a more authoritative answer than I can give but it is my

impression that they are reasonably common throughout the county and that anyone running a moth
light will probably find up to half a dozen of them during the next month or six weeks during which
they are on the wing.
My second attempt to find a Pearl Bordered Fritillary in Stansted this year drew a blank despite the
warm air and sunshine. Hopefully there are a few left somewhere there but I have not seen any nor
heard of them being seen. I did find a Common Blue in Lyels Wood, otherwise the tally was only of
Speckled Wood, Small and Green Veined Whites and Red Admiral with one Cinnabar Moth and one
unidientified moth which I think was a Blood-vein. I did slightly better with dragonflies, starting with a
perfect female Broad Bodied Chaser which sunned itself in my garden early in the morning, allowing
me to inspect it from only a foot or so away. Later, near the Stansted Ponds, I saw Blue Tailed
Damselflies and, I think, both Common Blue and Azure but my only clues were their habitat - the
Common Blues flying out boldly over the open water and the Azure forming a crowd over a smaller,
thickly vegetatated pool.
MON 29 MAY
Chris Fairhead was visiting Stansted Forest today and spotted, on one of the posts in the car park, >>
a dark, hairy caterpillar, with yellow lines running along it and a tuft at either end << which he
identified as that of a Drinker Moth. I'm not sure what it was doing on the post when it should have
been climbing a grass stem (they pupate on Couch Grass or Cocksfoot at this time of year) but it will
have survived as a caterpillar from August last year, hibernating before finishing its feeding this
spring and will hopefully take wing as a moth in July.
The Thorney seawall at the west end of the Great Deeps is a good place for butterflies and today I
found a good dozen Common Blue and two Small Copper (one very bright and fresh) but no sign of
the Small Heath for which I was hoping. Near the Little Deeps a yellow moth resting on a bramble
leaf as possibly a Yellow Shell. Elsewhere I came on a few Small Whites and two Red Admirals.

OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 3 JUNE
A message from Richard Ford on HOSLIST today asks if anyone can cast light on the deaths of five or
more snakes (probably all Grass Snakes) of which he found the decomposed partial remains lying
close to each other on the ground near Woolmer Pond (west of Liphook). My best guess would be
that there was a Fox earth nearby and that a troop of Fox Cubs had found a good game in catching
and playing with the dying snakes, possible tearing some into several parts and then, as Foxes will,
dumping the remains right outside their front door as if to attract attention to their presence. Another
possibility is that there is a human in the area who believes all snakes should be exterminated on
sight and who has his own reasons for dumping them in one spot.
WED 31 MAY
I am sure it is not news to those who see deer daily but I was pleased to get my first sight of a Roe in its
smart new chestnut/red summer coat as one dashed away over a sunlit wheatfield this morning.
Later, walking in long grass, I heard a loud and excited chattering from the grass about a yard from
my feet and can only think the owner of this petulant voice was a Stoat (or more likely a Weasel)
telling me to get out of the way and stop disturbing its hunting.
BIRDS:

WEEK 21 MAY 22 - 28

SUN 28 MAY
If you are venturing into the New Forest on Bank Holiday you still have a chance of seeing the
Red-FootedFalcon (see entry for May 24 below) which was half a mile south of Beaulieu Road
Station today.
My only bird news from a walk to North Hayling is that the Langstone Mill Swan family still has all 7
cygnets and remains on the seaward side of the Mill beside the channel of the Lymbourne Stream.
The Wildlife Study Group saw them here yesterday and also noted a Little Egret perched on trees at
the back of the pond.
SAT 27 MAY

Titchfield Haven was the place to be today with a Curlew Sandpiper being seen on one of the scrapes
while the Long Tailed Duck was still showing well on the river. Out to see a Glaucous Gull flew west
in the morning and a Black Throated Diver was on the sea (probably in or approaching summer
plumage as were the last two seen off Brighton on May 11). Inland near Titchfield Peter Morrison
saw a male Hen Harrier flying north over Locks Heath. Away to the west there was a Roseate Tern
off Calshot, a Bonxie at Milford and the Fan Tailed Warbler was still at Hengistbury – I hesitate to call
it by its new name of Zitting Cisticola, a name that brings to my mind the image of a spotty American
teenager sucking a bottle of Cocacola rather than an interesting bird (all these from the pagers other
than Peter’s Harrier). In Sussex the past week has seen a few Manx Shearwater flying past Brighton
and one Pom Skua going east past Selsey yesterday.
I wonder if this will be a good year for House Martins? There should be no shortage of muddy puddles
for nest building, nor of small insects breeding in the ‘wetlands’. John Goodspeed noticed at least a
dozen in East Meon today (though I think the Meon water has enabled them to continue nesting here
when they have abandoned many other sites)
While out walking this morning a very heavy shower (with hail) made me take shelter under trees and I
was surprised to see a Swift making several passes at a building across the road, eventually
entering the roof space with the usual death-defying dash. I presume this was a female with an
urgent need to lay or brood eggs as I have always understood that, even when there are young in
need of food, the adults will avoid strom clouds and will stay away from the nest for a day or more in
bad weather. Whatever the bird’s reasons it added a new nest site to my list for Havant (in the big
building at the very south end of South Street where the Paul Wilkins architects practice is based).
Despite sunshine after the rain there were few birds of interest but by the Langbrook Stream I
passed under a very active Blue Tit nest and a family of Long Tailed Tits out of their nest. At Budds
Mound I counted 65 Swans in the summer flock at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream at
Broadmarsh (there may have been a few more upstream) and, in addition, saw the Swan pair back
on the Budds Farm pools with one bird on the tiny island in the landward pool (though I cannot
imagine they will attempt to nest so late in the season)
In the entry below this I noted the appearance of fledgling Song Thrushes on the scene and, to
re-inforce this, news comes today of another young bird seen on Stephen Harwood’s lawn at
Catherington, also on May 25.
THU 25 MAY
Brian Fellows was up early today for his second BBS visit to Fishbourne where poor weather
diminished his tally but was probably not entirely responsible for the total absence of
Yellowhammers. On our Warblington CBC plot over the years since 1976 we have witnessed the
departure of breeding Red Legged and Grey Partridge, Lapwing, Turtle Dove, Garden Warbler, Tree
Sparrow and Corn Bunting and this year it is almost certain that Reed Bunting and Yellowhammer
will not be recorded so I am not surprised that the thinning out of the Yellowhammer population is
also recorded at Fishbourne. On Fishbourne Channel 39 Shelduck was the largest count that Brian
has made there at this time of year but 45 Mute Swan and 15 Brent (last year there were 17) with 3
Little Egret were not unexpected numbers. Back in Emsworth one of two pairs of Whitethroat in
Brook Meadow was carrying food for their young.
Along at Selsey Bill at around 9:30, when the weather had improved somewhat, birders at Selsey Bill
enjoyed a summer plumaged White Winged Black Tern, 3 Black Terns, 2 Roseate and 210 Commic
plus 105 Sandwich Terns as well as a Great Northern Diver. Today an Osprey was seen near
Tunbridge Wells and yesterday (May 24) one flew over Selsey.
An adult Purple Heron circled Fleet Pond for several minutes in mid-morning today giving Dave
Unsworth good views before it settled in a reedbed and at Titchfield Haven the Long Tailed Duck on
the Meon remains in sight of the roadside viewing platform with a Little Egret and other good birds
seen around the reserve. Down at Pennington 'earlier this week' a Little Stint and Blue Headed
Wagtail have been seen with Manx Shearwater and two Arctic Skuas off Hurst beach. Continuing
the spate of large raptor sightings comes a report of a Short Toed Eagle heading north west over
Dungeness last Saturday (May 20) and Russell Wynn passes on news which he believes to be
reliable that the Fan Tailed Warbler had some missing tail feathers which were present on the
Hengistbury bird - so seemingly they are different individuals.
To make up for the loss of the Kestrel nest on the IBM building at North Harbour Kevin Stouse today

found the pair of Great Crested Grebe out on the lake with two chicks, and close to them was a pair
of Little Grebe with 3 chicks (Kevin describes them as tiny >> like mice walking on the water <<). Six
Tufted Duck were back in sight on the water with a Heron and Cormorant around the edge but only
one of the adult Swans could be found, the other parent and five cygnets could not be seen
(probably feeding in the half mile or so of reedy ditches in which water circulates around the site).
Further info from Kevin is that the two Lesser Whitethroats on the site (still present) are separate, not
a pair, and this also seems to be the case with the two singing Common Whitethroat - this could
mean that each of the four birds has a sitting mate. Back at home in Havant Kevin found his local
Song Thrush collecting food for young on his lawn, and I suspect that a recent increase in Song
Thrush song indicates that several families have now left their nests (some very noisy medium sized
fledglings which I heard but could not see clearly today seemed to be very young thrushes). Another
piece of news from Kevin comes originally from Penny Cooper (whom most of you will have seen on
TV with Chris Packham at Brent Lodge Bird Hospital). Penny told Kevin that she is concerned that so
few juvenile birds have been brought to the hospital this spring that she fears it has been a very poor
breeding season (though it could be that there are more people like Des & Lyta Nulty around visitors to the SOS news website will have greatly enjoyed reading of their successful attempt to rear
a family of orphan starlings).
WED 24 MAY
Late pager news tonight adds a Spoonbill at Titchfield Haven to the Long Tailed Duck which seems to
have settled there and could be seen from the roadside viewing platform today. In Sussex the SOS
website reports that a summer plumaged Black Guillemot flew west past Selsey Bill yesterday with
a Pom and two Arctic Skuas also seen, a Marsh Harrier came in off the sea at Church Norton on May
20, and in Brighton an Osprey flew within 200 yards of the Sussex Heights Peregrine nest and was
energetically mobbed by both adul Peregrines. A Montagu's Harrier has been cruising low over
crops somewhere in West Sussex but the county's roads have claimed a Hobby, a Little Owl and
three Tawny Owls this month. At Rye the Cattle Egret seems to have become an honorary
Cormorant and joins their roost at night.
Brian Fellows news for the past couple of days has been reduced by the unseasonable rain but in this
morning's sunshine he saw the unusual (for May) sight of two adult Great Blackbacks in Emsworth
Harbour but he could not find the pair of Swans which has gone missing from the Little Deeps. Back
in Emsworth however the Peter Pond Swan pair are still sitting tight. Brian comments that House
Martins seem to be scarce this summer but from Alistair Martin I hear of a large number of them over
the Sinah Lake recently and we still have the couple of pairs nesting somewhere locally here in
Havant.
Reports of Red Footed Falcon sightings in the Beaulieu Road Station area of the New Forest have
been alternating with reports of non-sightings giving the impression that some people may have
been imagining things but today there is an interesting message from Mike Rafter on HOSLIST
which indicates that the bird which he saw at mid-day today from the railway foot-bridge was
probably the same bird which he saw fly in from the sea over Needs Ore Point back on May 9. Both
of these two sightings were of a sub-adult female falcon with buff underparts where an adult female
would be orangey and he suspects that the same bird has been in the New Forest area for more than
a fortnight, evading birders able to identify it for most of that time (very like the Bee-eater which has
been seen several times this month on the Sussex coast and once at Sandy Point). One of the
recent pager messages reporting that the Red Footed Falcon could not be found did report 6
Hobbies in the area - last year I seem to recall someone saw 19 Hobbies flying together hereabouts.
Just to show there can be just as much interest in common birds as in rarities I have a message this
evening from Pete Selby describing how a group of botanists pausing for lunch beside Setley Pond
during the past weekend were fascinated to see how a lone Black Headed Gull took scraps of bread
and carefully dunked them in the water before eating them.
Walking around Havant Thicket this morning I was not expecting any good birds and was pleased
enough to hear half a dozen Willow Warbler and a couple of Yellow Hammer singing, with four
different Song Thrushes and a Mistle Thrush dominating the quieter songs. Approaching the open
heath area in Long Wood I was very surprised to hear one brief churr from a Nightjar and at the west
edge of the woods alongside Blendworth Common to hear the 'uch-uch-uch' call of Lesser Redpoll
from a small finch flying over. Back at home one of my wife's music pupils this afternoon brought

along her bird book to show me the picture of the bird she and her mum swear they saw on the fence
of their large garden in Havant (which like ours backs onto the old Hayling Billy line) within the last
few days and she showed me a Hawfinch.
On Monday (May 22) John Shillitoe thought there was something wrong with the Kestrels nesting on
the IBM HQ building at Portsmouth when he saw them flying around together, and on checking the
nest found the six eggs submerged in a couple of inches of water. It seems the nest was built over a
drainage hole which had become blocked so that recent rain formed a permanent pool. (Kestrels
which nest on Stansted House regularly do so in the top of a large rain water down-pipe, and I
wonder if they have ever suffered the same fate?). Messages from Kevin Stouse indicate that he
had not yet heard the sad news but had been puzzled by seeing two Kestrels together when one
should have been sitting. Kevin did however see the Swans with five young cygnets on the lake and
came on a Long Tailed Tit family doing the rounds of the bushes, but his best sighting was of a
Lesser Whitethroat singing in full view while a second bird (presumably its mate) was in the area.
One Great Crested Grebe is still appearing occasionally and one Little Egret is still visiting the site.
Alistair Martin tells me that the Swans on Sinah gravel pit are now the proud parents of six cygnets they must have chose a new nest site this year as they did not nest on the exposed central island at
the east end.
MON 22 MAY
Brian Fellows made his round of Emsworth sites this morning, finding little change at the Town Mill
Pond (51 Mute and 1 Black Swan), and at the Slipper Mill Pond one of three Coot pairs are now
sitting on a second brood. The best piece of news is that the Swans nesting on Peter Pond, whose
first clutch of eggs were stolen and smashed by vandals, now has a second clutch of five eggs (she
has been sitting on the second clutch since the start of May but this is the first time that it has been
possible to see that there are five eggs in the replacement clutch). On Thorney Island the Swans
nesting at the Little Deep (traditionally the first pair hereabouts to hatch each year) seem to have
taken there loss of prestige in this matter to heart and have disappeared - most likely they have
hatched some young later than usual and gone off to a hidden corner of the water with them. At the
Great Deeps there were only 6 Shelduck to be seen, and on the Warblington/Langstone shore I
could only see one bird this morning, so it seems that any late nesters among them are now having
a go at raising families before it is too late.
The brood of young Peregrines in the nest box on top of the Sussex Heights tower block in Brighton,
which have already appeared on TV this year, can now be seen live on the internet by visiting
www.videorepeater.co.uk
PLANTS:

SUN 28 MAY
Walking over Langstone Bridge to Northney today I found the yellow flowers of Common Toadflax out
on the Hayling shore beside the bridge (they flower here each year long before I see them
elsewhere) and saw flowers on Privet by the side of the shore road before coming to the spread of
Sea Pink around the Hayling shore of the Langstone wadeway (I suspect there is a glorious show of
this at Gutner Point at the moment). Behind the hotel where I use an unofficial access to the North
Common open space I found my first Horseradish in flower but by far the best find of the morning
came on the seawall in front of the new houses on the old Northney Holiday Camp site at the east
end of the open space. Here I found the blood-red flowers of Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia)
among the Common Vetch and Tares on the landward edge of the seawall bank – not a great
swathe of plants, but plenty to enjoy especially in front of the house with the white conservatory at
the east end of the eastate (close to a clump of trees). On the way home I came on my first Hedge
Woundwort in flower and at home I remembered to check out the Sandwort which I found last
Thursday, and measuring the seed capsule decided it was the leptoclados sub-species of Thyme
Leaved Sandwort which I see the Hants Flora gives the separate English name of Slender
Sandwort.
Messages from John Goodspeed this evening announce the passing of three more milestones in the
botanic calendar. Back on May 22 the first Clustered Bellflower was found on Catherington Down by
Stephen Harwood, then on May 25 a single Pyramidal Orchid came into flower on Portsdown at Fort
Purbrook (where I imagine there is now a profusion of Common Spotted) and today several

Knapweed Broomrape spikes can be seen on the hill (Fort Purbrook and elsewhere).
SAT 27 MAY
Bright sunshine after heavy showers was an appropriate setting for finding the first Southern Marsh
Orchids on the Langstone South Moors today. Much of the ground there is waterlogged and plants
like Ragged Robin and Yellow Flag are enjoying the conditions, and I hope they will give us a good
crop of orchids this year – a count of 54 flowering spikes in a quick circuit of the area was a good
start. Another plant thriving in the wet there is the Great Bittercress, and on the drier ground of the
old IBM clubhouse site my first Weld was in flower among the great mass of Slender Thistles that
once more dominate this site. On the seaward slopes of Budds Mound I came on my first Common
Mallow flowers and along the seawall I checked that the Sea Beet was technically flowering (not one
for the Chelsea Flower Show in my opinion but prizes there do go to strange plants and garden
designs). On the way home I found more Goatsbeard in flower and in the Town Hall carpark on the
Hayling Billy Line in Havant the west side was line with many plants of Broad Leaved Willowherb in
flower.
The local Wildlife Study Group (I must stop calling them the Evening Class) walked the
Langstone/Warblington shore area today. In the Warblington Cemetery they found more Broad
Leaved Willowherb but their best find was Meadow Sweet flowering by the eastern stream of the
farm. Unfortunately they were not as lucky as myself in finding Southern Marsh Orchids despite
passing two fields in which they have in the past been present in good numbers – ten years ago I
counted around 1000 Marsh Orchids in the SSSI meadow beside the main stream where the group
today could only see Ragged Robin, and in recent years there has been a good display of them by
the eastern stream but I could see no leaves of any plants in either meadow when I walked through
them last Monday. Later in their walk the group noticed what may have been Broad Leaved
Everlasting Pea growing at the side of Church Lane and I will check it out on my next CBC visit.
THU 25 MAY
Wild Honeysuckle is now flowering profusely at my garden gate and Purple Toadflax (both purple and
pink flowered forms) by my garden driveway, and when out in the Idsworth area this morning I found
my first Goatsbeard in flower and a bush of Deadly Nightshade with flowers about to open. Along a
farm track some large flowered, tall Clover with pale pink shading to white flowers was I think Alsike
Clover. One pretty sight which I came on was a shallow gully on a chalk hillside decorated with Rock
Rose giving the impression that rain running down the gully was spreading the seeds - mentioning
this to the farmer on whose land it was I was amused to be told that this natural gully, now competing
with the Chelsea flower show for beauty, had in fact been created by motor cycling scramblers.
WED 24 MAY
This morning I checked out the Common Cow-Wheat site in the wood on the north side of Whichers
Gate Road at Rowlands Castle (just west of the north end of Prospect Lane) and found just eleven
plants with no sign of a flower, and to cheer myself up I went to Havant Thicket to see the acres of
Bitter Vetch flowering on Blendworth Common - though past their best they are still a great sight. On
the way there I noted the Narrow Buckler Fern by one of the ponds near the carpark and the mass of
Lady Fern under a canopy of conifers, and I found one small Sedge which I have been trying to
check out but am still in doubt about its identity ... it seems to be Common Yellow Sedge but it was
growing on what I think of as one of the drier parts of the Thicket though it may well be that it is also
on the edge of a damp patch. Close to it was what I believe to be Creeping Tormentil in flower
though the specimen I collected had no sign of rooting at the nodes nor any stalked leaves (again
another visit called for)
TUE 23 MAY
Brian Fellows has passed me news from Sean Cole who has been visiting Hampshire from 'up north'
telling me that more than 6 Burnt Tip orchids are now flowering at Martin Down along with 15 to 20
Green Winged Orchids which I do not recall seeing there myself in past years. John Goodspeed
also has news that many Common Spotted Orchids are now out on Portsdown.
MON 22 MAY
Martin Rand has been searching for some time recently for Carex strigosa (Thin-spiked Wood Sedge)
and is very pleased to have now found a colony of over 2000 plants in the Test Valley on the
Mottisfont estate - I am not sure if there is public access but they are in woods south of Dummer
Copse in square SU 3027. Martin was in this area yesterday (May 21) when he also visited what

sounds like a well known site where Bastard Balm is now flowering in a hedgerow ar Sack Hill
Copse, Sherfield English (SU 2822). We are very unlikely to discover Bastard Balm in the Havant
area but I see from the Hants Flora that the Sedge has been recorded from Great Copse in Leigh
Park (close to the Tampax factory) and I must check if it can still be found there. Martin also found
Common Cow-wheat in flower and that should also still be present in Rowlands Castle beside the
old Portsmouth to London road, now a very muddy bridle path from Whichers Gate Road (along the
north of West Leigh) into the square at Rowlands Castle. One delightful common plant of wet places
which both Brian Fellows and I have commented on today is Ragged Robin - Brian found it adorning
Brook Meadow in Emsworth, a site which Brian is working hard to have improved and properly
managed, and it caught my attention this morning when I came on a pure white flower amongst a
host of red ones in the SSSI meadow at Warblington.
INSECTS:

SUN 28 MAY
The weather over the past few days has not been good for insect watching (I wonder how the Hobbies
are faring?) and today the only butterflies I saw were Speckled Wood, Green Veined and Small
White but at Northney on Hayling I came on my first Soldier Beetle of the summer – not flying or on
the flowers of some umbellifer but forced by the wind to march on the ground.
WED 24 MAY
While in Havant Thicket this morning I saw my first male Emperor dragonfly near the northern of the two
ponds on the carpark area. It had not yet acquired its full startling blue abdomen but its length, green
thorax and black stripes along the abdomen left no doubt of its identity. Two female Broad Bodied
Chasers were flying in different parts of the Thicket but there were few butterflies (one Green Veined
White and one Speckled Wood)
TUE 23 MAY
Sean Cole drove a long way south to see the Fan Tailed Warbler at Hengistbury Head this weekend
and also paid a visit to Martin Down where he found plenty of Dingy and Grizzled Skippers and
Green Hairstreak plus two Adonis Blue, two Brown Argus, one Small Copper, one Small Heath and
the odd Brimstone, Peacock and Speckled Wood but failed to find Duke of Burgundy. He does not
mention Common Blue but I guess this is an oversight. Another message today is from Tony Wilson
to confirm the location of Oaken Wood where he saw both Wood White and Pearl Bordered Fritillay
(see May 21) - this wood is just in Surrey in square SU 9933 a few miles east of Haslemere
MON 22 MAY
Christoph Harwood made his regular week-end patrol of the countryside north east of East Meon and
comments on seeing a large blueish dragonfly, making me wonder if he was the first to see the
Emperor on the wing. It's just about time for it to appear but I think if it had been an Emperor
Christoph would have described it as blue rather than blueish (which perhaps suggests male Black
Tailed Skimmer or Broad Bodied Chaser) - however it comes as a timely reminder to look out for the
glorious Emperor.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

WED 24 MAY
The rain and moderately warm air have brought out several species of fungi large and small, and in
Havant Thicket this morning I found a brilliant yellow patch of slime mould on a tree stump. In one of
the drier areas where I often see Adders two brown females slithered away as I approached.

BIRDS:

WEEK 20 MAY 15 - 21

SUN 21 MAY
A pair of Egyptian Geese have nested and hatched four young (now well grown) at Shipley near
Horsham in Sussex and can be seen from a path through Shipley churchyard. I gather that these
geese have bred in southern England in recent years but this is the first breeding record for Sussex.
The Sussex website also tells us that a Bee-Eater was seen at Church Norton for 20 minutes this
morning - I wonder if this is the same bird that has been seen at points along the coast (including

Sandy Point), but if so it has managed to elude the attention of birders for long periods. The first
sighting at Church Norton was on Apr 30, then it was at Selsey Bill on May and Sandy Point on May
2. The next report of it was in the Beachy Head area on May 13 (heard only in thick fog), and now its
back at Church Norton. I think it is also slightly unusual in being a loner (past sightings have, I think,
usually been of small parties).
Pager news today from Titchfield Haven tells us that the drake Long-Tailed Duck is still on the Meon in
the reserve. No one has yet commented on its vocal characteristics - maybe as a loner it is keeping
quiet but I have always wanted to hear the sound which is said to come from large rafts of these
ducks in northern waters. My new Collins Field Guide compares the noise from large groups to the
pleasing sound of distant bagpipes (can bagpipes be pleasing?). Among yesterday's pager news
was a sighting of an Osprey circling high over the M3 some 2 miles south west of Fleet Services in
the afternoon, and a report that the Fan Tailed Warbler (presumably the same one that was at
Portland) is possibly moving towards Hampshire - it was at Hengistbury Head (where the Hampshire
Avon meets the sea at Christchurch) all day on Saturday. Another Osprey was seen over the
Sussex coast at Saltdean and there was an unconfirmed report from the New Forest of a Red
Footed Falcon in the Beaulieu Road area this afternoon.
FRI 19 MAY
The pagers today reported the continuing and unusual presence of a drake Long Tailed Duck on the
Meon in the Titchfield Haven reserve today. Yesterday six Little Egret were also in the area and on
Wednesday (May 17) a Spoonbill spent half an hour there before flying east.
The Sussex website tonight has news only from the extreme east of the county where a Cattle Egret
and Purple Heron have been at Rye harbour with a drake Garganey.
The summer Swan flock at the mouth of the Hermitage Stream at Broadmarsh amounted to 53 birds
this afternoon and along the South Moors shore there were three Brent and a couple of Egrets. The
Langbrook stream Swans were still in the mouth of that stream and the Langstone pond family were
feeding on the Lymbourne stream on the seaward side of the Mill
THU 18 MAY
Back on May 6 I passed on news of the return of at least one singing Corn Bunting to the fields north of
Idsworth Chapel near the railway line north of Rowlands Castle where it was heard by the Evening
Class group from a public path and today I was on that same path and located three singing birds (I
could not swear that they were different birds but the songs came from widely separated places
along a 600 metre line). All three 'song posts' were on the electricity pylons or cables which cross
the fields here, and the birds which Alistair Martin found on the south slopes of Windmill Down at
Chalton are further west along the same line of pylons, and I am wondering if it is just chance that the
birds are found here. The pylons offer good song posts and the squares of rough vegetation at their
bases is hardly ever disturbed or cut and must offer good opportunites for safe nesting on the ground
(mostly well away from field edges where prowling foxes might find the nest).
Brian Rickwood adds a couple of observations to the discussion of Spotted Flycatchers. Speaking I
think of Hampshire he says >> I have spent several evenings these last two weeks revisiting sites
where I have seen them before and had only two sightings.Both in the same place and likely to be
the same bird. << Brian adds further evidence from Dartmoor where he visited Varner Wood on the
recent Bank Holiday looking for Pied Flycatcher but finding only two pairs where last year (three
weeks earlier) there had been at least 15 pairs. Local birders attributed this year's paucity of birds to
an excessively wet April and Brian wonders if this could be the cause of few Spotted Flycatcher.
John Shillitoe has been keeping an eye on the office window-ledge Kestrel's nest at the IBM HQ in
Portsmouth. Last year it was possible to look at the bird on the nest without disturbing it, but John is
concerned that when he takes a look this year the sitting bird sees him and flies off. Being on a
different window-ledge her view through the window may be clearer than it was last year, and it is to
be hoped that viewers and people passing by the window will not cause her to desert or let the eggs
get cold. If you want good views of nesting raptors without causing them disturbance why not try the
webcams on two nests in the USA? Crispin Little has given me two website addresses on which you
can do this. To see a Bald Eagle's nest with 2 chicks go to http://www.nu.com/eagles/eagles.htm
and to view a Peregrine nest with 4 chicks visit http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/falcon/ Going back
to outdoor viewing of 'real birds' John tells me that on his way to his local pub this evening he made
a couple of stops along the Hundred Acres/Newtown road through the West Walk woods and found

at least five Nightjar. Near the main carpark he watched what seemed to be a pair flying to the east
of the road and heard another churring west of the road, then heard two more churring in the Lodge
Hill area.
WED 17 MAY
Mike Collins has now been able to check out his friends report of nesting Spotted Flycatcher, and while
he is sure that there were two Flycatchers in the garden concerned (probably seen with insects in
their bills as if about to feed young in the nest) the nest associated with this sighting is definitely not
a Flycatcher nest and the birds have not been seen again and were presumably migrants pausing
for a snack. Further evidence that they are only just arriving comes today from Paul Winter who has
just seen his first of the year (on Monday May 15) at Sparsholt College a mile or so west of
Winchester.
Brian Fellows joined the Friends of Stansted Forest for a walk in the north west of the Forest led by
Michael Prior this afternoon, the only bird of interest encountered on the walk being a Garden
Warbler singing at SU 755114 near the northern parking place on the west of the road. Two items of
recent news from Michael Prior were of a Barn Owl road casualty close to the MoD station just west
of Funtington (near Marlpit Lane), and of Nightjar churring at the west end of the main avenue last
Saturday night ( May 13 - audible from Michael's house on Woodberry Lane). May 13 was the date
on which they were first reported in Havant Thicket. Before then one had been heard at Burley in the
New Forest on May 10, and on May 8 Lyndon Hatfield had one in the West Walk Woods (and that
day there was one seen at Brighton flying in from the sea). Tonight I have been told by Jonathan
Mist that he heard one in the Fleet area on May 6 but the earliest date remains with Sussex where
one was reported flying in at Roedean on April 26.
TUE 16 MAY
Russell Wynn passes on news of two good birds which he did not see. The first was a Storm Petrel
feeding off Hurst beach for 45 minutes on Monday evening (May 15) and the second is a second or
third year Glaucous Gull seen off Pennington Marsh on May 9. He also has a further sighting of a
possible Short-toed Eagle to add to the list of recent mystery raptor sightings in our area (see below)
The high spot of Brian Fellows trip to Portsmouth today was probably a first sight of seven cygnets
newly hatched to the pair of Swans on Duck Lake at Milton. Around the lakes on Milton Common 14
Sedge Warblers, 6 Reed Warblers, 8 Whitethroat, 4 Cetti's and one Reed Bunting were 'singing' - no
wonder cygnets born into such a cacophony decide to remain mute. 2 Swallows and 3 Swifts
overflying the lakes probably added to the hubbub with their chattering and screaming. South of the
common a pair of Shelduck in the Eastney Glory Hole were probably thinking of nesting, and to the
north the 25 Canada Geese that were present last week still had the same set of 6 goslings.
On Monday I had a message from Lyndon Hatfield asking if I had heard of a large raptor seen on
Sunday afternoon in the Fareham/Wickham area and last night Theo Roberts told me that all
members of his family had seen what sounds like the same bird high above their Cosham garden an
hour or so earlier. The bird was over Cosham around 2pm or shortly after, too high in the hazy air for
accurate naked eye observation and by the time the binoculars were fetched the bird had gone.
From its pale underside and size first thought was of an Osprey but that was immediately dismissed
as the wing shape was wrong. Honey Buzzard was also considered but it was not possible to see the
head well enough to prove that and the final conclusion was that there was not enough evidence to
be sure of the species but it could have been Lesser-spotted or Short-toed Eagle - the only thing
certain was that the bird was heading west. Around 4pm that day what was probably the same bird
was seen over North Fareham, then heading north towards Wickham, by an experienced birder who
is is familiar with all UK raptors, and has seen many European ones. This birder told Lyndon Hatfield
about it and their discussion concluded that from the long-winged, short tailed description Lesser
Spotted was a possibility. The only other piece of info that might be relevant which I have is the entry
on the Sussex (SOS) website for Thursday May 11 reporting >> a probable Short-toed Eagle in off
the sea at Church Norton 2.30 - 2.40 when it flew off NE - no further sightings. << Can you provide
more definite info to resolve this mystery? Since writing this I see that Russell Wynn heard of a
sighting of what may have been this bird and he writes about >>>a potential first for Hants that got
away. There was an EAGLE species in off the sea and heading NE over Hurst/Milford last Thursday
(11th) at 09:45. This ties in with a report of a probable Short-Toed Eagle NE over Pagham Harbour
about four hours later.<<<

Graham Roberts was with the family party which failed to identify the Eagle over Cosham but there was
no need for uncertainty about the Peregrines for which he placed a nestbox three years ago on the
roof of the Sussex Heights tower block in Brighton. The pair using the nest this year have just
hatched three young (on May 12/13) and the family made their annual TV appearance tonight.
My trip to Hayling today found little of bird interest but I did see the Langstone Pond Swan family, still
with all seven cygnets, on the sea just off the pond where foxes can creep up under cover of the
reeds. I would expect the family to head west to the mouth of the Langbrook stream where they
usually take their youngsters for a couple of months after hatching, but with another pair of Swans
pretending to hold territory there it will be interesting to see what happens - that other pair seemed to
have lost interest in their empty nest of seaweed when I last saw them. The Swans find it easiest to
get their babies from the pond to the sea when the tide is high and the drop from the seawall path is
only a foot or so, as it was when I saw them, and with the high tide I also noticed one Egret roosting
in the Yew tree at Wade Court (where up to 50 have been seen roosting at other times of year), and
later I saw one more Egret flying from the Hayling Oysterbeds towards Langstone so it seems we still
have a couple of birds with us. Two was also the number of singing Lesser Whitethroats that I heard
on Hayling with only one singing Yellowhammer in the full length of the Billy Line on the island. At
the Oysterbeds was a party of 12 Whimbrel, a total of 13 Shelduck (one separate from the others
and in a place where I usually see a pair - suggesting that one might have a nest), and while a pair of
Little Tern were flying around there was no definite sing of nesting activity on the lagoon island. (The
blue rowing boat has now gone from the lagoon).
Having said that I had only heard of one Spotted Flycatcher in Hampshire this year I now know of one
other which rested briefly in Theo Roberts garden at Cosham last Sunday (May 13) before
continuing north. Theo also has a family of Goldcrest in his garden and tells me that they hang their
hammock nest below the branches of a Deodar cedar whose drooping foliage gives them excellent
cover. I also have a very interesting message from Mike Collins who has been told by a friend of
what may be a nesting Flycatcher though the identity is not certain, the nest would be an early one,
and I am not sure if the location is in Hampshire or Sussex but I hope to hear more on all counts.
MON 15 MAY
Today's pager news is of an adult Purple Heron rising from the reeds around Fleet Pond to fly high to
the south .. we await news of its next landing place
Brian Fellows found 53 Mute Swan still present on Emsworth Mill Pond today with the Black Swan still
trying, but failing, to be accepted as one of them. On the Slipper Mill Pond there are now three pairs
of Coot with young and on Peter Pond a fourth pair is still trying to raise young in a nest that gets
flooded when rain raises the pond water level. The Swans nesting close to the main road on this
pond (whose first clutch of eggs were stolen by vandals) had laid a second clutch of at least three
eggs on May 3, and are still sitting on them without further ado.
Kevin Stouse tells me that the Swans nesting at the IBM Lake have hatched at least 5 cygnets and
even better news is that he has spotted one of the Great Crested Grebes again so hopefully the
other one of the pair will also re-appear soon with youngsters. On the lake there have been three
Cormorant and three Lesser Blackbacks among the throng of immature Herring Gulls, and around
the lake Kevin has heard both Sedge Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat among other birds.
Last Friday (May 12) Russell Wynn was at Dibden Bay where, in addition to 10 Whimbrel, 1 Little Egret
and 1 Wheatear, he saw a male Garganey. I wonder if the one seen at Farlington last week is
moving about or if we have three in our area at the moment?
A note from Christoph Harwood describing his weekend walk around East Meon includes the finding of
a Turtle Dove, both heard and seen, which is good news
Another sight which must have delighted Colin Bates was his sighting on Sunday evening (May 14) of
two Hobbies catching the Mayflies rising from the River Itchen as a Common Sandpiper moved up
river. A frustrated fisherman told Colin that while the Hobbies were enjoying the Mayflies the trout
were taking no notice of them.
Sussex news for Sunday (May 14) includes a brief appearance of a Golden Oriole at Church Norton
and a probable Honey Buzzard over Worthing. On Saturday (May 13) the Beachy Head area had
Bee-eater (heard in thick fog, not seen), a singing Golden Oriole and a Spotted Flycatcher (which
reminds me that the only one I have heard of in Hampshire so far was seen at Magdalen Hill Down
by Phil Budd on May 2 and I am wondering if this is because they really are as uncommon as I think

or if other birders think them too common to be worth a mention). At Seaford on Saturday there was
a Roseate Tern and two Garganey (which flew east) and on Friday there had been a Night Heron at
Brighton Marina
PLANTS:

SUN 21 MAY
Large patches of pale mauve Heath Speedwell, waist high Bracken, and Beech trees laden with a
heavy crop of mast were among the things which struck me when I visited Stansted Forest today. I
also saw what are likely to be the last of this year's Bluebells and Primroses in flower as well as my
first open Foxglove flowers, a small patch of Lesser Stitchwort and many flowers on wild
Raspberries. The biggest surprise was a single flower of Meadow Cranesbill on a small patch of
leaves along the north side of the 'ornamental drive' just a hundred yards west of where you join it
after crossing the main avenue from the carpark, and I was also surprised to see a tall flowering plant
of Caper Spurge close to where I parked my car. Less surprising, but very colourful, were the yellow
flowers of Leopard's Bane and Tuberous Comfrey flowering close to each other in Lumley Wood.
SAT 20 MAY
Brian Fellows was with the Evening Class Group on this morning's outing to the Hollybank Woods
which abut north Emsworth and tells me that Heath Bedstraw was flowering there among many
other plants which have already had a mention in these pages - Common Figwort, Heath Speedwell
and Pignut among them. Spindle trees are a glorious sight at the moment, almost as thickly covered
with blossom as are the Hawthorn trees. The Spindle does not 'hit you in the eye' but shimmers like
a shy bride in her white veil - thank goodness this species was not eliminated from our hedgerows for
its crime of being the winter host of (?) a bean weevil (?). I see from the Hants Flora that its wood
was valued in the past not only for its hard-wearing qualities that made it the wood of choice for
spinning wheel spindles but was also used for 'virginal keys and tooth-picks' (though the song about
Ebony and Ivory on my Piano would not have the same ring if you added Spindle to the list)
John Goodspeed tells me that Fly Orchids were in flower at a Portsdown Hill site last Thursday (May
18) and passes on news from Catherington Down of the first Common Spotted Orchid in flower there
on Tuesday (May 16) but it will, I think, be a week or so before the Common Spotted are in flower in
most places. John mentions some on Portsdown but I think these are plants not yet in flower. Also
from Catherington Down is news of Medick in flower without specifying the species and I assume
this refers to the Black Medick (which is only recently started flowering) rather than the Spotted
Medick which has been out since the beginning of May. I think some people confuse the Black
Medick flowers with Hop Trefoil which I have not yet seen (Hop Trefoil flower heads are larger, paler
yellow, and more cylindrical than spherical) while others get confused with Lesser Trefoil which is
less hairy and does not have that distinctive point coming from the tiny notch at the tip of its leaf.
Several of the plants which I found flowering on Portsdown this morning have already been mentioned
by John Goodspeed but there were two out in abundance which I do not recall being mentioned by
him - one is the Totter Grass (Briza media) and the other Salad Burnet. One which I 'discovered' on
the hill a few years ago which I was pleased to see is flourishing is the Spotted Hawkweed
(Hieracium maculatum) which was just starting to flower in the area around SU 638067 and with it
were a few flowering plants of Rough Hawkbit and some Burnet Saxifrage. Further west, by
Monument Lane just above the Portchester Hill Road bridge over the M27, I was surprised to see a
single flower of Field Scabious (induced by roadside mowing of the plant) and to find the growth of
the Small Yellow Foxgloves well advanced with a hint of flower buds showing on stems a couple of
feet high. One new plant which I saw yesterday but forget to mention was Meadow Vetchling - its
first yellow flowers being open by the A27 near Broadmarsh.
FRI 19 MAY
Creeping Cinquefoil was in full flower in the old, closed, cemetery at the junction of New Lane and
Eastern Road in Havant today and the Purple Toadflax in my garden was about to open its first
flowers. Down near Bedhampton Mill where the high tide was almost filling a small creek of the
Hermitage Stream alongside the A27 the pale green plants of Brookweed were pushing up flowering
stems and it will not be long before the small white flowers will start to be seen.
Upper Hocombe Plantation abuts the north-west fringe of the Chandlers Ford built-up area and today it

not only had the first flowering Foxgloves for Martin Rand but more interestingly had a lot of Climbing
Corydalis. A little further north-west, in Ampfield Woods Martin found twelve different woodland
species of true Sedge (Carex), including the very uncommon Bladder Sedge (though he failed to find
Thin-Spiked Wood Sedge). Wet areas in the wood had Creeping Forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda)
which I am sure I would have overlooked - it has flowers almost as large as those of Water
Forget-me-not (M scorpioides) but is distinquished by its long, pointed calyx teeth (and is only found
in acid areas). Easier to identify were Small Leaved Lime starting to flower and Water Avens already
setting seed, while a taste of things to come was provided by buds on both Slender St John's Wort
and Common Spotted orchids.
Brian Fellows observations for today include flowering Comfrey in Brook Meadow at Emsworth though
he does not name the species. I suspect it will have been the Russian Comfrey which I have already
seen in flower but it reminds me of two things. The first is that last Tuesday (May 16) I passed a white
flowered Comfrey at the Hayling Oysterbeds which I assume was my first Common Comfrey. The
second is perhaps of more interest - checking last year's records I see that I found flowers on the
mass of Tuberous Comfrey in Lumley Wood at Stansted as early as May 4, and while these plants
probably arrived here with the dumping of rubble from the house and gardens after a fire during the
last century they are still an interesting sight with their mass of small yellow flowers, and are now well
established and flourishing here.
THU 18 MAY
Sainfoin is one of my favourite flowers and John Goodspeed tells me it was out on Portsdown as early
as Monday of this week (May 15) along with Rock-Rose (beating Geoff Butland to the first of the
year). On Wednesday (May 17) the much less conspicuous Thyme-leaved Sandwort could be found
with Hairy Rock-cress (which Andrew Brookes had seen on Monday) and, surprisingly, Sanicle.
Rough Chervil was raising its drooping flower buds around the field edges which I walked this morning
and I came on Baldder Campion and Yorkshire Fog in flower for the first time but the special interest
of the day was to find both Rock-Rose (which Geoff Butland first spotted yesterday) and Long
Stalked Cranesbill in flower along dry, chalky, south facing field edges near where a public path
crosses Huckswood Lane at approx SU 756155. None of the plants were in Hampshire though they
came to within 200 metres of the boundary. I have never found this delightful plant in my part of
South East Hampshire (the Hampshire Flora indicates that the nearest places to Havant at which it
has been recorded are in two tetrads just north of Hambledon and three tetrads on the north slopes
of Butser Hill though it is apparently fairly common in the north west of the county).
WED 17 MAY
Geoff Butland was on Twyford Down today and then walked up St Catherine's Hill to be soaked by rain.
Somewhere in this area he found the first Rock-Rose and saw a Wild Service Tree in flower,
naturally with plenty of other botanic goodies. My own firsts today were definitely of a lower grade dreaded Ground Elder, genuinely just out, plus two grasses which I happened to notice but are
probably not new. One was was very common Rough Meadow Grass and the other Wall Barley.
Gary Stevens was in the Hookheath area today and found the Early Marsh orchids already in flower.
He told me that in addition to the normal pale pink ones there was at least one white flowered
specimen.
TUE 16 MAY
As expected my Hayling trip today found the Childing Pink in flower at Beachlands and I also found the
Sea Pearlwort which the Evening Class group had discovered last Saturday and saw the first two
stems of Nottingham Catchfly starting to grow where the Green Winged orchids are fast fading.
More ordinary plants which I saw in flower for the first time were Common Figwort, Common Poppy,
Spindle, White Bryony and Sticky Groundsel. The earth mound above the Oysterbeds is beginning
to glow with natural colour - masses of Scarlet Pimpernel and Storksbill plus Yellow Rocket
(Wintercress) are the main contributors at the moment but soon the Milk Thistles will be out as will a
large crop of less desirable Common Ragwort (will the Friends of Langstone Harbour have a
Ragwort pull on their agenda this summer?). On Beachlands the white flowers of the English
Stonecrop are starting to open and the seeded bank between the road and the skateboard rink now
has Bird's Foot and Small Flowered Cranesbill on its list, and close to this bank the naturally
occurring Childing Pink had 45 plants that I could see, many of them already flowering. If you want
to find it start from the Inn on the Beach and go east on the tarmac road across the common. After

passing the skateboard rink on your right look for a white painted post (about a metre high) marking
a water standpipe (also on your right) and from this look north over the road to a metal 'No Fires'
sign. Continuing this line you should find the windows of the westmost house on the south side of
Seafront Road visible in a gap between two Monterery Cypress (Macrocarpa) trees - the windows
are in a red tiled house wall. Walk this line from the north side of the road to the edge of the gorse
and other thick vegetation growing on the sandhills and you will find the plants where the level
sparse turf meets the 'jungle' - they are just to the left of a tiny path leading into the sandhills, their
roots mainly in the cover of the vegetation but their stems and flowers coming out above the bare
turf. South of the Golf Course the Green Winged orchids are going over and the Lupins are in full
flower - the next two plants of interest there are already showing, one being the fairly common Sea
Bindweed (leaves only at the moment) and the other being the very rare (here) Nottingham Catchfly
which has one tiny colony where I could today see just two stems starting to grow (only 10 cm high
so far).
MON 15 MAY
The very common Bittersweet nightshade was in flower at Warblington this morning together with a
number of marshland plants in the two wet meadows of the farm where we conduct our Common
Bird Census. In the meadow which has been accorded SSSI status the first new flower that I found
was the fairly common Tufted Forget-me-not (Myosotis laxa - no longer M. caespitosa as Francis
Rose lists it, giving another lesson in the wisdom of sticking to English names which may
occasionally cause confusion by the use of two different names for the same plant but which do not
change overnight at the whim of some botanist). This is the slightly less common and smaller
flowered of the two 'Water Forget-me-not' species. The next plant to appear in the forest of reeds
was a patch of Great Bitter Cress which here, on wet soil but the plants not being in water, invites
confusion with Cuckoo-flower where the ones in water filled ditches on the South Moors look very
like Watercress (in both cases if you pull off the petals the purple/mauve colour of the stamens
reveals the plants true identity). Next I came to a flowering spike of Arrowgrass whose grooved
leaves made it Marsh Arrowgrass whereas further down the meadow, where the salt water fills the
channels at each high tide, the flat-topped leaves of similar plants make them Sea Arrowgrass. With
the latter, among a colourful jungle of Celery Leaved Buttercup, where the first leaves of Brookweed
and the finely divided leaves (looking like those of Pepper Saxifrage) which I think are the first signs
of Parsley Water Dropwort. Among many Sedges in the meadow the most impressive at the
moment is Distant Sedge with many clumps bearing flower stems which stand out with patterns of
contrasting black and green on the well separated (distant from each other) flower spikes. On drier
areas the Hairy Buttercups are dominant and on the driest parts with short turf there is an abundance
of Subterranean Clover (which is also prominent in another field). Glyceria grasses are beginning to
flower and both Ragged Robin and Sea Milkwort provide extra colour. One plant not found here but
easy to spot in the marshy land by the eastern stream of the farm is Marsh Valerian making its first
appearance.
......At this time of year I usually notice fresh new growth of leaves on the evergreen Holm Oak trees,
and later find some loaded with acorns, but today I noticed one bearing a prolific growth of catkins
(not yet open) and I guess that in previous year's I must have overlooked the flowering of this tree in
early June.
On Saturday I thought John Goodspeed had done well to be the first finder of Pale Dog Violet and I find
that he had beaten Martin Rand to the draw on this species - Martin found it on Sunday (May 14) on
Copythorne Common (SU 3115) together with the tiny Slender Trefoil (T. micranthum), Green
Ribbed Sedge and more Lousewort (the other good species which John found on Saturday). I'm not
sure if Changing Forget-me-not is becoming commoner but I seem to be finding it in more places
and greater numbers than in past years, and Martin seems to confirm this impression when he says
that on Copythorne Common he found >> as much Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis discolor) as
I've ever seen in one place, creating a blue haze over some areas of tumbledown heathy pasture <<
INSECTS:

SUN 21 MAY
I am very pleased to welcome Tony Wilson (who now maintains the SOS website of bird news) as a
contributor of insect news from Sussex. Tony tells me that yesterday (May 20) he was at New

Bridge near Billingshurst and saw 2 male and 20 (newly emerged) female Scarce Chasers among
around 100 Banded Demoiselle, many Large Red and Azure Damsels, and 1 Hairy Dragonfly plus 2
Blue Tailed Damsels. At Oaken Wood 2 Wood White and 1 Pearl Bordered Fritillary were out but
only one Grizzled Skipper was seen in generally cloudy weather.
SAT 20 MAY
Welcome local news today was of a Small Copper seen by the Evening Class Group in the Hollybank
Woods at Emsworth and I also have a report of a Painted Lady seen on Catherington Down on May
10 (those thousands said to be penned up along the north coast of Europe have yet to cross the
channel it seems). More exciting news comes from further afield in Hampshire starting with Martin
Down where Mark Litjens saw the first 2 Adonis Blue that I have heard of. With them were 2 Small
and 4 Common Blue while a week after he saw the first Small Heath Mark could still only find one
today (and I have not heard of any elsewhere). There were plenty of Grizzled and Dingy Skipper, 16
Green Hairstreak and quite a few Brown Argus plus 3 Small Copper and more common species.
Around Hatchet Pond in the New Forest the Common Blues were damselflies and with them were 6
Downy Emerald with both Broad Bodied and Four Spotted Chasers. The Crockford Stream had 30+
Beautiful Demoiselle which must have been a pleasant sight, and among the Azure and Large Red
Damselflies here Mark found his first Small Red Damselfly and Southern Damselfly (the one with the
'Mercury' symbol on the second segment of the male abdomen). Returning to butterflies Mark tells
me that a friend of his reports that both Marsh and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries are now on the
wing at Bentley Wood on the Wiltshire border.
A chill wind blowing across the south face of Portsdown this morning helped to discourage butterflies
but I nevertheless enjoyed my first show of Common Blues (especially as the first I saw was a very
pretty 'blue' female). I found no Small Blues but naturally found Speckled Woods, Small Whites and
Brimstones where the trees provide shelter from the wind, and among them saw one Holly Blue.
FRI 19 MAY
Soon it will be impossible to go into most woods without seeing Speckled Yellow moths, and Martin
Rand appears to be the first to encounter them in Ampfield Woods today (he is not fully certain of
their identity but I do not know of any other species that looks like them). Martin also tells me that
Cockchafers have been more abundant than usual in Chandlers Ford this month. He says that
before the weather turned chilly this week >> We had them bashing into the lighted windows every
night for about 10 days, and would often pick up several around the house in the morning. Friends
and neighbours say the same. <<
THU 18 MAY
John Goodspeed was the first to tell me of seeing a Cinnabar moth on Portsdown last Saturday (May
13) and I saw my first today while in nearby open woodland I came on a pretty Carpet Moth but could
not be certain of it's identity (similar to Garden Carpet)
WED 17 MAY
A few days ago I noticed an Angle Shades moth on grass and did not visibly stir when I gently tried to
move one of its wingtips to see the underwing (it did express some concern about its safety by
defecating!) and today I was hacking the long grass back from the surrounds of my lawn when I
exposed one of these moths (and must have nearly cut it in half with my hook) but it showed no sign
of movement. Do they sham dead in these circumstances or are they just very heavy sleepers?
TUE 16 MAY
Mark Litjens took a brief lunchtime walk along the Itchen Navigation north of Shawford today and found
the first Banded Demoiselle on the wing (only 3 so far). A single Small Tortoiseshell was present
with plenty of Green Veined White, one egg-laying Large White, a ragged Peacock and single
Brimstone and Orange Tip.
On May 10 I said that it was many years since I saw a Cockchafer, and since then I have heard two
more reports of them which make me wonder if they are having a good year. The first was on the
radio - a dead specimen sent in to the Radio Solent Topsoil team for identification, and the second
was of another live specimen which came into the kitchen of Colin Bates home at Bishopstoke
recently. In view of the damage which their grubs can do to crops I am sure the Topsoil team were
glad that one was dead but I am glad that several are still alive.
Theo Roberts made his butterfly transect walk in the Fort Purbrook area of Portsdown yesterday and
found the first three Common Blue were out together with good numbers of Green Hairstreak and

Holly Blue - at least 20 of the latter were seen, many of them females egglaying on Dogwood in the
absence of Holly on the hill.
My trip to Hayling today found a larger than usual number of Orange Tip (perhaps a dozen) along the
Billy Line with one Holly Blue, one Speckled Wood and plenty of Whites (I could be sure of one Small
White and one Large and am fairly sure there were Green Veined among them). The best sight was
of a very fresh female Broad Bodied Chaser which came to sun itself right in front of me at one point.
MON 15 MAY
I hear from the radio that the continent is alive with masses of Painted Ladies just waiting for favourable
winds to push them across the channel but the weather forecast of a large Atlantic depression now
approaching the west coast looks likely to hold them back for several days, and now laws fining
those who aid illegal immigrants into this country may well deter butterfly mad HGV drivers from
giving them assistance. As usual with news through the media one is left with more questions than
answers - they tell us to expect an invasion of Painted Ladies but what about the Clouded Yellows,
the Silver Y moths, and many other species?
Returning from phantasy to actuality I saw Large Red Damelflies busily mating at the Warblington Farm
cress beds this morning and later caught a glimpse of a yellow/brown dragonfly (Broad Bodied
Chaser?) disappearing round the corner of a building in Havant. The first butterflies out this morning
at Warblington were male and female Orange Tip and one Peacock, and back at home one Holly
Blue crossed my garden just once (as it does most days now). Where does it come from? where
does it go? I get the impression that, instead of going endlessly round a short circuit of one or two
gardens and never meeting a Holly Blue of the opposite sex, this one is more intelligent and has a
lengthy long distance marathon route marked out which only brings it through my garden once a day.
Martin Rand saw his first Hornet of the year at Black Hill (SU 2917) on the edge of the New Forest on
Sunday (May 14) but tells me that his wife had one in her office at Bishops Waltham back on May 11
(scenes of panic among the office workers I wonder?). Martin also had a Green Hairstreak and
many Speckled Woods in the Sunday sunshine.
Andrew Brookes was out on Portsdown yesterday morning and found at least four Small Blues in the
area just east of the Paulsgrove Chalk Pit plus a similar number of Common Blues - the first in our
area one day after Mark Litjens found a singleton at Keyhaven. Brimstone and Green Hairstreak
were both described by Andrew as being 'very common' there, with many Wall Browns and both
Holly Blue (on Dogwood) and Orange Tip (on Hairy Rock-cress or Arabis hirsuta) were seen
egglaying.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

MON 15 MAY
The IBM HQ buildings at North Harbour were built on land reclaimed from Portsmouth Harbour for the
construction of the M27 and should the seawall ever break a high tide would flood the site to a depth
of about two metres. This is why the ground floor of the building is well above the surrounding
ground level, with grass banks rising up from the ground to the building in most places. Behind these
banks, underneath the buildings, is a vast cavern, and the local foxes learnt this soon after the
building were put up. Dig an inconspicuous hole in the bank and you have access to a vast fox hotel
of vast proportions, but the fox cubs are not content to stay in this dark area and each year at this
time they give interest and pleasure to many people working there by playing on the lawns and even
climbing the fire escape stairs to the balcony gardens outside the offices in the newer terraced
building. Today Kevin Stouse tells me this years cubs are now being seen.
The 6.30am Radio Solent news this morning alerted me (no doubt several days late) to the presence of
an unusual species of bat on the Isle of Wight and when I came home from my CBC visit to
Warblington Farm I found David Goodall answering questions from Nick Girdler on the subject of
how Nick could attract this (or other bat species) to his famous shed. The answer seemed to be that
he couldn't (many a bat box has been put up in vain) but that avoidance of bat-unfriendly chemicals
when treating the wood of the shed, a ban on the presence of cats, and the purchase of a catapault
and a supply of mealworms (to be shot into the air with the catapault) were all essential to the
unlikely succcess of this project. On a more serious note I learnt that the Parti-coloured Bat is a
highly migratory species from eastern Europe which often erupts, Lemming-like, but has more
success in crossing the North Sea than do Lemmings (nevertheless I think I heard that it is eight

years since one was seen in England).

BIRDS:

WEEK 19 MAY 8 - 14

SUN 14 MAY
The pagers today carried report of an Osprey heading north over Noar Hill at Selborne and an
unexpected Little Egret on mud around Fleet Pond (I have not seen any off the South Moors or
Langstone in the last few days as we come into the low season for them). Not on the pagers was a
report of male Garganey seen this afternoon at a coastal site where it is just possible it might have a
mate so I won't name the place.
SAT 13 MAY
Both Brian Fellows and John Goodspeed visited Havant Thicket this evening and between them they
heard at least two churring Nightjar, watched a roding Woodcock, and Brian heard strange noises
which led him to the silhouette of a baby Tawny Owl perched on a tree branch
Alistair Martin walked up Blendworth Down to the Chalton Windmill above the A3M today and found
several Corn Bunting still singing towards the top where the hill is known as Windmill Down.
An afternoon trip around Budds Farm and Langstone found 47 Mute Swans at the mouth of the
Hermitage Stream together with 5 Brent and 17 Shelduck (in addition to the two pairs on the Budds
Farm pools) on the shoreline with a flock of perhaps 20 Great Crested Grebe offshore. On the pools
I was interested to see a male Teal still present and wonder if he has a sitting mate in the area. Two
newly hatched Mallard families were on the water but as yet I have seen none of the black Tufted
ducklings. At Langstone pond on my way home I was pleased to see the Swans have hatched
seven cygnets - Tony Gutteridge tells me he has heard that they have been out for a couple of days
though when I cycled pass yesterday I could only see one of the parent Swans and assumed the
other was still sitting.
FRI 12 MAY
Last Monday (May 8) Lyndon Hatfield checked out the Nightjar site in the West Walk Woods by the side
of the Hundred Acres/Newtown road and heard at least one churring away - probably the first heard
in Hampshire this year - and last night (May 11) Gary Randall heard and saw two of them at Castle
Bottom (by the A30 just north of Fleet). A couple of evenings earlier (May 9) Gary had Woodcock at
this Castle Bottom site. Last Sunday (May 7) Lyndon heard and saw a Nightingale at Tapnage
(north east corner of the Botley Woods) where a Turtle Dove could also be heard . Another Turtle
Dove was purring at Yew Hill near Winchester this afternoon when Martin Rand was there, and
another Nightjar was heard at Burley in the New Forest by Tony Pearce on May 10 (I assume it was
in the New Forest – Tony’s email states Burley but is signed Tony Pearce, Pembrokeshire, Wales,
UK.)
Today's hot news from the pagers is of a male Red-footed Falcon seen at midday perched on wires by
the the A31 near Bentley close to the 'Bird World' roundabout but the thought of captivity there drove
it along the A31 from Farnham towards Alresford where it was in the Ropley Dean area till around
5pm and may have stayed on. At Fleet Pond a Honey Buzzard flew over to the north east just before
midday.
The three or four resident Swifts that have been over my part of Havant since May 6 were today joined
by a similar number of House Martins that will hopefully nest on houses near us. I have seen House
Martins overhead several times in the past week or so but today is the first on which they have been
circling in the area for much of the day.
Sand Martins have given cause for concern several times in the past fifty years with great fluctuations in
numbers from year to year but perhaps things are looking up if news on HOSLIST today of 'lots and
lots of Sand Martins at Pennington' is typical. I think of Sand Martins as one of the earliest migrants
and was a little surprised to hear of a mass influx at a time when I thought they would all have arrived
but I see that Birds of Hampshire describes large scale movements as being common up to early
May so I have learnt one more fact today.
THU 11 MAY
This afternoon the Sussex website reports a probable Short-toed Eagle flying north east from the sea
and going inland and other news from Sussex seawatchers may indicate that the passage of Black

Terns is over and fewer Little Terns are on the move. Last Monday (May 8) some lucky people at
Splash Point, Seaford (between Brighton and Eastbourne) watched two Black Throated Divers on
the sea in almost complete summer plumage and saw 23 Black Terns.
At Titchfield Haven today Avocet, Greenshank and Green Sandpiper were seen and pager news from
Wednesday reports two Little Ringed Plover and four Little Egret there
WED 10 MAY
Finding this year's Kestrel's nest on the IBM HQ building at North Harbour has proved difficult for the
birders who work there but not for the cleaners who, as elsewhere, know more of the secrets of the
building and organisation than any of the workers. John Shillitoe did find the site unaided but then
learnt that the cleaners had been aware of it for some time - it now has five eggs, the last laid
between May 9 and 10. So far Kevin Stouse has not learnt the secret of the nest but while walking
round the lake today he heard a Yellow Wagtail, a species not recorded on this site for many years
and unlikely to be seen again. A less unusual bird, though unexpected at this time of year was a
Cormorant. The Great Crested Grebes could be keeping a low profile but have not been seen for
almost a month and have probably left, unlike the Canada Geese over which there has been a slight
misunderstanding - I recently passed on news of two families of goslings where in fact there was
only one family but that did not alter the overall number of six young.
Brian Fellows tells me that last year at this time a Mallard hatched a brood of ducklings in his
neighbour's garden and the fox took the lot. To prevent a similar disaster this year the neighbour
spent £40 on electronic cat scarer which is supposed to repel other animals including foxes, but the
money was wasted. This morning the neighbour found the fox had again taken all but one of the
ducklings and their fate is all the worse as the nest had 17 eggs - according to Brian and the BWP
this is just one short of the largest clutch Mallard can lay.
Other bad news from Brian is that when he visited Stansted East Park this afternoon he found two pairs
of Lapwing calling over a field that has been grass but which is currently being ploughed and he
fears that they have lost their nests or young. Slightly better news was of four House Martin flying
around the house - hopefully many more will arrive as in recent years there have been up to 30 nests
on the house.
On May 8 I passed on pager news of a possible Greater Yellowlegs at Pennington and this was
subsequently claimed as certain by a number of birders though one plumped for Lesser Yellowlegs.
Today Russell Wynn, Tim Parminter and Marc Moody went to see the bird and checked its features
more thoroughly, waiting to hear it call and see its rump in flight, both of which convinced them it was
just an odd Greenshank. There was an Avocet there but the male Scaup has now gone.
A message yesterday from Phil Budd mentions Whimbrel flying over his garden in the north of
Southampton, and the sound of Whimbrel calling from a clear blue sky as they fly overland in May is
one of the delights of this time of year that most of us are missing thanks to the weather at the
moment. This thought went through my mind when I saw a message today reporting two Ruff flying
north over Winchester at 8pm in the evening yesterday - a quick check of one birdbook confirmed
that Ruff do not have any distinctive calls (the new Collins Bird Guide says they are nearly mute) but
does describe a distinctive lazy flight action that should pick them out from other waders (and of
course if they were males with their ruffs the airborne silhouette would be unique).
The Sussex website today carries some good sightings from what would appear to be an unlikely spot
for birding in the area where Bexhill merges into Hastings but the site in question, Coombehaven, is
over a mile inland and no doubt more rural than the coast. On Monday May 8 a Black Kite, an Osprey
and a Richard's Pipit were reported there and yesterday (May 9) a Woodchat Shrike turned up and
today that gave way to a Red Footed Falcon. At Rye there was a Purple Heron today and yesterday
Brighton had a passing Long-tailed Skua. The SOS news also carries some of the scores and
highlights of last week's bird race efforts. Best score was 131 species with a runner up at 128
followed by scores of 108 and 101. Many of the published highlights would not be permitted to be
published in Hampshire - sites are given for Grasshopper Warbler, Goshawk, Woodlark and Dartford
Warbler. One item that would be allowed as it was flying in off the sea at Brighton was the first
Nightjar (morning of May 8).
The three Swifts which seem to be the sum of those intending to nest here in Havant at the moment
were over my garden just after lunch and as I looked up towards their screams a much larger bird
came high over the trees from the east, drifting and circling in the strong wind as a seagull might do

but from time to time winnowing its wings and stretching wings and tail into the unmistakeable
silhouette of a Hobby (my first for the year). Later in the afternoon I looked out of the window and
saw another rarity in the garden - a Song Thrush seeming to pull a worm from the lawn in the way
that Blackbirds do but it may just have been picking up one of the many snails on offer. I hear Song
Thrush song almost every day but from widely different places, and have come to the conclusion that
there is just one pair present, but using song posts scattered over an area of around 400 metres
north/south and possibly 300 metres east/west and I think this size of territory is not untypical in the
absence of much competition between the few birds.
Even later in the day I cycled to Bedhampton and Broadmarsh, finding a 'new' Song Thrush singing on
the Bedhampton water works building near the Hermitage stream, where the Grey Wagtail pair were
the only familiar birds (where the Green Sandpipers could be seen earlier in the spring rabbits now
run over the mostly dry concrete bottom of the stream and Blackbirds and Sparrows drink from the
remaining puddles). At Broadmarsh Slipway the swan flock had not increased by more than one bird
to 38.
TUE 9 MAY
Last Saturday (May 6) was an early date for Shelduck ducklings but David Thelwell found three of them
in the Itchen Valley Country Park (with no visible adult). David also seems to have come up with the
first Swan cygnets (a pair had four cygnets out at Timsbury last week). Had her eggs been fertile the
female Black Swan there would also have been a proud mother by now.
Brian Fellows visit to Southsea today found a single Purple Sandpiper at Southsea Castle when the tide
was high late in the afternoon, In the morning there was a Turnstone still around at Eastney (with
Sandwich, Common and Little Terns) and at the Canoe Lake there were only 18 Swans left but the
pair at Baffins Pond looked as if they were thinking about making a nest (though I doubt this is more
than play-acting at this stage of their development). One pair of Canada Geese among the 25
present had a family of 6 goslings but few other birds are breeding other than Mallard, Coot and
Moorhen - the Dabchick pair have vanished and the Barnacle flock is down to six birds while all but
two of the Tufted Duck have left.
......Before and after his trip to Portsmouth Brian walked around the Emsworth Brook Meadow area,
and a pre-breakfast visit was rewarded with Nightingale song though the bird could not be refound in
the evening and has presumably flown on.
Kevin Stouse went to the Hayling Oysterbeds today in a vain hope of seeing the Baird's Sandpiper (no
one saw it today) but he did enjoy a party of 10 Whiombrel and another of 6 Knot, two of which were
in their red summer plumage. Had Kevin gone to Farlington Marshes instead he might have seen a
drake Garganey on the stream or a Wood Sandpiper at the Deeps (both birds were on the pagers)
Last night the Evening Class, which meets on Monday evenings in Havant, took time off to visit Marlpit
Lane to hear Nightingale song and were rewarded with 3 (maybe 4) singing birds. One of them also
gave a strange croaking call..
My weekly trip to Hayling turned up nothing more exciting than my first Common Sandpiper at the
Oysterbeds and a Reed Warbler singing from the gorse of Hayling Beachlands while on the way
home I heard a Sedge Warbler at Langstone Pond. While on Hayling I met Jason Crook who had
been at Sandy Point this morning where, perhaps brought in by the mist that was making
seawatching no fun, he was surprised to find both a Rock Pipit and a Corn Bunting.
MON 8 MAY
Jason Crook today found Hampshire's fifth Baird's Sandpiper in the wader roost on the shingle bar
which runs across the mouth of Stoke Bay, immediately south of the Hayling oysterbeds, and this
was the first time a 'spring' vagrant of this species has been seen in Hampshire. The last record was
of one staying at Needs Ore for ten days in September 1996 and the three previous records were all
in September or October. At the time Birds of Hampshire was published the most recent record was
of one at Farlington Marshes in Sept 1989, the others being at Warsash in Oct 1986 and Pennington
in Sept 1988. All these autumn birds were juveniles so this is the first time we have seen one in adult
(or approaching adult) plumage though I have no details of its looks (but I am told Bob Chapman was
seen to be drawing it and that it was an obliging bird, coming well within 50 yards of the observers
until a Peregrine dispersed the roost and the Sandpiper is thought to have landed on the outer walls
of the Oysterbeds). As three of the four previous birds stayed for several days there is a good
chance that this one will be seen again.

…… After writing the above I received Brian Fellows first hand account of the Baird’s Sandpiper,
describing it as follows. >> The sandpiper was about the same size as the Dunlin with similar back
markings, but its underparts were pure white with a marked buff breast-band - most of the Dunlin had
their dark bellies. Its bill was dark and straight and shorter than that of the Dunlin. I watched it for
about 30 mins during which time it was fairly active feeding among the rocks and weed on the
shingle spit. <<
My own outing today was a brief tour of Budds Farm and the South Moors and the most notable
observation was of 37 Swans on the sea off Broadmarsh Slipway where a week ago there were only
21 (and before long there will be 70 or more). There was also a good number of Shelduck present 20 on the sea and four more on the Budds Farm pools (where the Swan pair were present but not on
any nest). At the mouth of the Langbrook stream the Swans with the seaweed nest were still sitting,
with another two pairs of Shelduck present, and just one Brent was on the water here. A Reed
Warbler was singing from the Southmoor Lane hedge and two or three others were already on
territory at Langstone pond where a Reed Bunting was singing and five Tufted Duck were present.
This afternoon an Avocet spent some time off the Langstone South Moors at the mouth of the
Langbrook stream where it was seen by David Sheppard and on north Thorney Brian Fellows heard
his first Turtle Dove and saw 22 Shelduck at the Great Deeps, while the pagers reported a possible
Greater Yellowlegs at Pennington. More definite but less welcome news came from Kevin Stouse at
the IBM North Harbour site where two families of Canada Goose goslings have just appeared (four
young in one family, two in the other) and more Heron than usual (4 of them) were present with a
single Shelduck on the lake (presumably prospecting for nest sites)
PLANTS:

SUN 14 MAY
Walking to the South Moors this afternoon I found the Small-flowered Cranesbill (G. pusillum) was out
by the pavement of the approach road to Juniper Square from South Street in Havant (look outside
the two Churchfields cottages). I have looked at hundreds of small and/or pale flowered examples of
Dove's Foot Cranesbill but this is the only dependable site that I know of in Havant for this plant with
its flower stems having short downy hairs only and its flowers having only five stamens. A little
further on I had the first of a much commoner species, White Clover, and on the South Moors I had
several newly flowering species. Very easy to identify were Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima) and Sea
Aster (just one flower), and fairly easy were Sea Arrowgrass with its 'D' shape leaves and Marsh
Foxtail Grass. Less easy were some Bulrushes growing in the stream feeding the Tamarisk Pool
which I think were Grey Bulrush (Schoenoplectus lacustris ssp tabernaemontani) as they were short
and grey stemmed but I will need to check it out, and what I took to be Distant Sedge and Common
Spike Rush. I also had difficulty as usual with Great Bitter Cress as the first sample I checked
showed no sign of the diagnostic purple stamens, but both the next two specimens did show this
feature. Coming to the drybank separating the south east corner of the Moors from the Langbrook
Stream I found (just north of the stile leading to the seawall) that at least one plant of the Knotted
Hedge Parsley was out (the flowers are so small that I had to get down and look through a lens to be
sure). Finally, heading home down Mill Lane, I was pleased to see that there are now at least eight
plants of Rusty Back Fern on the first brick wall you come to on the left, and just beyond this wall (just
before the gateway into the West Mill house) I looked to the right and found that on the bank of the
stream, which now has much more light since the trees have been thinned, there was flowering
clump of Shining Cranesbill that I have never noticed before.
SAT 13 MAY
The Evening Class group morning outing was to Gunner Point on Hayling today with the primary
objective of counting the Green Winged Orchids which have had a good season this year, and they
arrived at a total of 7005 (well in excess of the 5000 estimated last year). While there they recorded
a list of more than 50 flowering plants, most of which I had seen on Tuesday (though the few days
since then had brought many more plants into flower) but they also came on a colony of Sea
Pearlwort which sounds much more genuine than the plants which I saw yesterday at Northney
(Gwynne Johnson remarked specifically on the fleshiness of the leaves which I did not detect in my
specimens).
A quick visit to the Budds Farm area this afternoon showed me that the mass of what I believe to be

Slender Thistle is once more flowering on the old IBM Clubhouse site beside Southmoor Lane, but in
reduced numbers compared to last year. This plant normally grows right on the edge of the shingle
at the seaside, and these plants on richer soil a little inland are probably larger and more numerous
than the normal seaside specimens on account of the more favourable conditions, and seem to
show more affinity to the seaside species than to the inland Welted Thistle but I would welcome any
comments. To find the plants go south on Southmooor Lane just beyond the road giving access to
the Autoliv factory and stop at what used to be the entrance to the IBM Clubhouse where every
attempt has been made to stop access by travellers vehicles (there is a deep ditch, a metal barrier
and large concrete blocks). From outside the barrier you can see the thistles on the left of the
entrance and you should have no problem getting to them for a closer look. Going on and up Budds
Mound I found a mass of Dog Rose flowers were open, and earlier in the morning I found the
Whitebeam trees flowering on West Harting Down.
John Goodspeed today found the first Fairy Flax and Horseshoe Vetch of the year on Portsdown and
the first summer flowering Blue Fleabane (in some places this may have been out in January, though
not for long), and yesterday in the New Forest found both Lousewort and Pale Dog Violet. The
Lousewort should now be carpeting parts of the Sandy Point reserve on Hayling but I am not aware
of any sites outside the Forest for Pale Dog Violet.
Geoff Butland was in the Slindon area of Sussex today and found the first White Bryony in flower near
the A29, and across the road (on Slindon Common) he found some unusually pale flowered Bugle
with one pink flowered specimen (could this be the litmus paper reaction that some plants show to
formic acid when they grow on an ants nest?)
FRI 12 MAY
A cycle trip to the public open space behind Northney Marina on Hayling rewarded me with a patch of
Silverweed dotted with the first yellow flowers, and walking into Havant I found Biting Stonecrop
flowering on the 'ancient' wall of St Faith's Church hall. Back on Hayling I added several other plants
to my list of first flowerings - Russian Comfrey, Hemlock, Broad Leaved Dock (Curled Dock has been
out for some time), Sea Sandwort, Hairy Sedge and False Fox Sedge. The best plant for me was
one that I was not previously aware of, and which caught my eye with quite a few really minute white
flowers on large patches of tiny plants among the short damp grass just inside the seawall, and as
far as I can make out this is Sea Pearlwort. I took a specimen home and later in the day found a plant
of Annual Pearlwort on the pavement in Havant for comparison and it certainly looks as if the tiny
point on the end of the leaves of the seaside plant could well be only one tenth of a millimetre long,
while the Annual species (which has its points as long as four tenths of a millimetre) seemed to have
longer points. The presumed Sea species had just four sepals and the Annual that I collected had
five, but that is not conclusive. While in the Hayling North Common area I checked the Goats Rue
site and found many plants but no sign of flowers yet (among them were flowering plants of Caper
Spurge which I think I failed to mention as starting to flower here on May 9 when I saw lots of it in a
piece of 'urban waste land' close to the Hayling Elm Grove shopping centre - from Mengham Road
turn left into St Leonards Ave and look at a derelict site almost immediately on your left). There were
also a couple of patched of Yellow Flag flowering here. Coming back up the Hayling Billy line in
Havant I found the 'Smith's Medlar' tree (I don't know the exact name of this hybrid Hawthorn but
believe it to be a Crategus species) covered in blossom - if anyone wants to name it for me put on
your wellies and go to where the Lymbourne stream turns away from the Billy Line, walk a few yards
down the stream below the little weir where the stream enters what is technically the private land of
Wade Court, and you will find the mass of white blossom above you on your left. Good luck with
counting the stamens, thinking about which I realise as I write this that the easiest way to do so is to
cut them off and lay them in a line rather than trying to go round them in situ.
At Yew Hill, just south of Winchester, Martin Rand today came on his first flowering Kidney Vetch (I
hope it was on the butterfly reserve for the Small Blues) and also found a patch of Germander
Speedwell with all white flowers, and in Winchester he was able to confirm that Tufted Sedge (Carex
elata) can still be found - this is described in the Hampshire Flora as very rare and found on
streambanks in old water meadows, but luckily the mid course of the Itchen is failry well endowed
with sites for it. Yesterday Martin found his first Pill Sedge in Otterbourne Park Wood (I'm not sure if
this is typical habitat for this species which is not uncommon on dry heathland).
Brian Fellows checked out the Early Purple Orchid site in the Hollybank Woods at Emsworth today and

counted 830 spikes but says they are starting to 'go over'
WED 10 MAY
Today's only new plants for me were Ragged Robin and Brooklime freshly out by the Hermitage
Stream at Bedhampton. I think that a white flower there was almost certainly Large Bitter Cress but
I did not have any boots to get close to it - when I go again with boots I hope to find the first yellow
flowers of Buttonweed also there. Noticing a lone plant of Cornsalad in a pavement crack in Havant
today reminded me that on my regular walk to the shops down the Pallant in Havant I had been
saddened to see (as last year) a harmless tiny bush of this plant hoed out and left to die in the
interests of keeping the streets clean and tidy, but then amused to find that another plant had found
a safe refuge by growing under a wooden bench seat placed on the pavement nearby.
TUE 9 MAY
I have checked many swathes of small Forget-me-nots at this time of year or earlier for one of my
bogey plants, the Early Forget-me-not (Myosotis ramosissima), which continues to elude me. The
similar Changing Forget-me-not is widespread and abundant, but I have never yet found the pure
blue flowers of the Early species. So I read with interest that Phil Budd came on it last Sunday on
Butser Hill... In woodland near Bishopstoke Martin Rand yesterday found the first Pignut and Wood
Millet in flower, both of which I expect to find with no difficulty.
Pale Flax was the first new flower I found on Hayling this morning, growing on the patch of 'waste land'
between the Hayling Billy track and Saltmarsh Lane. On Sinah Common at least seventeen stems of
Childing Pink were standing tall, but with their flowerheads still sheathed, in the now established
place, and all across Beachlands the Sand Sedge was flowering but my first 'real' new flowers here
were Smith's Pepperwort (very close to the Shepherd's Cress site south of the minature golf course,
and easily mistaken for it until I looked below the white flower heads to the stems clothed with tiny
pairs of leaves pressed against the stem) and the lovely Mouse-ear Hawkweed. Continuing west
and coming onto the shingle south of the golf course I immediately saw that the single, difficult to
find, plant of Sea Kale that was flowering when I was last here had turned into a mass display of
white flowers, as had the two flowering plants of Yellow Rattle turned into a general yellow carpet.
On the shingle the pink flowers of Round Leaved Cranesbill were everywhere but searching among
them I found several smaller pink flowers with yellow stamens on the Little Robin (although the
flowers are similar the leaves of these two plants are totally different). Subterranean Clover was
creating a white carpet on the close turf of the trodden paths and had been joined by a new-comer to
the flowering season, Bird's-foot. Before leaving the golf course area I found several plants of Tree
Lupin had their yellow flowers open, and this reminds me that Brian Fellows found the Tree Mallows
flowering around Emsworth's Slipper Mill Pond yesterday for the first time this year.
MON 8 MAY
On Budds Mound this evening I found more than 100 plants of Mousetail (see May 4 and 6) on the north
side of the road leading up onto the mound and then discovered that number again on the south side
(the easiest place to see the plants is on the south side in the square of bare earth bounded by
wooden stakes to the west of the trees and bushes). Many other weeds are re-appearing here and
among them I found Grey Field Speedwell and my first flowering Lesser Swinecress while Annual
Pearlwort was about to flower. Further up Southmoor Lane, where the footpath goes east across the
moors, there was a bright display of Red Campion
INSECTS:

SUN 14 MAY
Mark Litjens went to Bentley Wood on the Hampshire border near Salisbury this morning and found 13
Pearl Bordered Fritillary on the wing plus one Duke of Burgundy. Also seen here was a Broad
Bodied Chaser but many more dragonflies were on offer at Titchfield Haven where Mark went later
to see 4 Four Spotted Chaser, 14 Hairy Dragonflies and a mass of Azure Damsels.
Another Holly Blue in my garden today and a female Large White yesterday help to confirm what
several people have told me - that both these species are not uncommon at the moment, but the
sight of a Comma sunning itself on nettles by the Hayling Billy trail in Havant this afternoon reminded
me that this species (which was particularly common when the insects first came out of hibernation)
is currently fairly uncommon and awaiting the emergence of the next brood in June. Near the
Comma was a well worn Peacock, but these are still relatively common. In my garden I noticed

another sign of the times today - the white froth of Froghopper 'spit' on many plants.
SAT 13 MAY
Mark Litjens started today at Keyhaven, finding the first Common Blue and Small Heath that I have
heard of (just one of each seen). Small Copper were doing better with 3 seen and there were at least
25 Wall Brown, A fresh looking Peacock was seen here and another at Martin Down (both
particularly large specimens, possibly males rather than smaller females?) where just one Dingy
Skipper (another first I think) was seen among many Grizzled. Back in the New Forest at Crockford
Bridge the well named Beautiful Demoiselles were out along the stream
Rob Edmunds saw the first Mayflies along the Basingstoke Canal in Fleet today and later found an
early Bee Moth at the back door of his house in Fleet. This latter is a new one on me but Rob says it
is one of the micro-moths (a pyralid) and gets its name because it (the moth or its caterpillar?) shares
living quarters with bees and wasps. He was pleased as this sighting was a moth earlier than the
first seen last year. Rob says he cannot help with any suggestion as to the identity of the tiny white
moths I found by the shore at Langstone yesterday and thinks they may not be pyralids.
John Goodspeed today saw the first Cinnabar Moths flying on Portsdown among at least 20 Wall
Brown
At Gunner Point on Hayling the Evening Class group came on at least one more Small Copper today,
and on West Harting Down, with the sun warming the grass as I finished a trip round the Breeding
Bird Census square that I have been allocated, I was rewaded with my first Grizzled Skipper in fresh
condition which came to nectar on a dandelion at my feet.
FRI 12 MAY
The Green Veined Whites which emerged late this year are semingly now flourishing and when I was at
Northney on Hayling today there were plenty about and two pairs were mating when I checked out
their identity. On the way back from Hayling I visited the old north pier of the railway bridge and found
the grass fringing the shore was alive with tiny white moths that I guess were in the process of a
mass emergence. I would also guess that they were of the Pyralid (Grass moth) tribe as they were
tiny (possibly about 7mm long) and of a 'tubular' shape and without visible long antennae. I suppose
they could have been one of the 'Small Ermine' (Yponomeuta) species but they had no black dots
and the grassland habitat (no trees or bushes) seemed wrong for them. If anyone can suggest a
general name I would like to hear it. One species that I can name which is now appearing on the
scene is Green Lacewing, and in Langstone Village today I had another Holly Blue.
WED 10 MAY
I can't remember how many years it is since I watched Cockchafers buzzing round the Hawthorn trees
on Portsdown at this time of year so I was very surprised when my wife pointed out one resting on
the jamb of our back door late in the evening, confirming that they can still be found in places other
than Fleet (see Rob Edmunds note of them on May 7)
A welcome phone call from Theo Roberts brought me up to date with the more interesting butterflies he
has seen recently in his Cosham garden or on Portsdown. The big surprise was that in his garden
the Holly Blues, although not appearing until April 6th, are just about as numerous as ever with three
or more being seen together. On Portsdown today he found 15 fresh Wall Brown in the section of
the south facing slope between the hill-top roundabout and Paulsgrove chalk-pit, and again
surprised me by saying that Graham Roberts had recently seen at least one at the Hayling
Oysterbeds and another on the Langstone South Moors - both places have the right habitat but I
have never seen them in either place myself so I hope the establish themselves there. Another
piece of interesting info was that the first Small Copper had been seen on April 29.
TUE 9 MAY
News from Phil Budd today includes a first sighting of Brown Argus at Magdalen Hill Down (Winchester)
yesterday (May 8) and a Small Copper (presumably Phil's first) seen at Ampfield today, On Sunday
(May 7) he saw a Red Admiral (migrant?) at Butser Hill. He has also had two good moths in his
garden - Least Black Arches on May 6 and Frosted Green on May 7 (both these have also been
recorded recently at Netley (Royal VIctoria Country Park).
Small Whites were common on Hayling this morning and I saw a couple of Orange Tip males, one
Speckled Wood, and two fly-by butterflies which I am pretty sure were a faded Small Tortoiseshell
and a Peacock. None of these roused too much excitement, but at Gunner Point my cycle nearly ran
over one that was new to me this year - a Small Copper. I didn't get a very good view of it but got the

impression that it was faded and had been out for some time. Another butterfly that should be out
now is Common Blue but I hesitate to pass on news of one in a Cowplain garden which reached me
last night until I have checked whether it might have been a case of mistaken identity (not knowing
the garden concerned or its surrounds)
MON 8 MAY
John Goodspeed passed on news that Richard Jones had seen a lot of Wall Browns out on Portsdown
today (first for Hampshire I think) while the warden's April report for Rye Harbour includes mention of
both Wall Brown and Small Copper without giving any dates.
Talking on the telephone this afternoon and idly looking out of the window as I did so I saw a Holly Blue
flying around the flowers on a Rowan in my neighbour's garden - my first for the year, confirming that
there is currently a small population on the wing.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

WED 10 MAY
When telling me about butterflies today Theo Roberts also mentioned that foxcubs are just beginning to
poke their noses outside their home earth in a wilder part of his large garden. This reminded me of
something I had heard earlier in the day on Radio Solent about people trying to save the lives of
some young cubs after their mother had been killed. At least one of the cubs was reluctant to come
out and be rescued and the local Dyno-rod man was called for - not to push the cub out but to detect
its whereabouts using an inspection camera mounted on his rods (I think to little avail as every time
the rod was pushed in the camera view was obliterated by earth on the lens).
TUE 9 MAY
I was not aware of a Hampshire Fungus Recording Group but Phil Budd tells me there is one and that
he was with them on Butser Hill last Sunday (May 7) when they not only found a show of St George's
Mushroom but also found something which he calls 'The Thimble' (only listed in Roger Phillips book
as Verpa conica) which I have never seen. It is a speciality of Hawthorn scrub on chalk in late spring
and might be described as looking like a small Stinkhorn (not more than 9cm tall) with a very white
stem and a conical green cap. It is a relative of the Morels and is said to be edible (but don't pick
uncommon species) and I will be keeping my eyes open for it.
MON 8 MAY
Adrian Martin tells me that he saw a Grass Snake swimming at Titchfield Haven last Saturday (May 6)
and that on Sunday, further up the Meon Valley near Warneford, he found at least three Hares in a
field where Lapwing were nesting and had chicks.
WEEK 18 MAY 1 - 7
BIRDS:

SUN 7 MAY
The first Roseate Tern flew past Selsey this morning with 26 Black Terns and one (probably the same)
was seen off Birling Gap near Beachy Head. In the Brighton area a Golden Oriole flew north over
Holingbury Camp, and a Cattle Egret flew east past Worthing to land in te Cuckmere Valley. Also off
Worthing was a possible Franklin's Gull. Three separate reports of single female Montagu's Harrier
from different points on the Sussex coast could be of the same bird. Nearer to us in Hampshire 14
Greenshank and 10 Common Sandpiper were at the Sidlesham Ferry Pool but were probably
ignored by birders concentrating on 2 Temminck's and 1 Little Stint. Also in Pagham Hbr by the
North Walls both Wood Sandpiper and Garganey were seen.
Juvenile Starlings now leaving their nests provide a link from Sussex (the Sussex website carries a long
story about the rescue of one family which fell prematurely out of their nest in a pub roof) to
Hampshire where Kevin Stouse's walk party making the external circuit of Titchfield Haven today
noticed the first healthy youngsters out with their parents. Kevin's group did see other birds (57
species) with a House Martin among them and Christoph Harwood reports that the Martins are back
at their nest sites in East Meon.
Mark Litjens was also at Titchfield Haven today and in addition to the Avocet in the reserve saw a
smartly plumaged Long Tailed Duck on the sea (at a guess the same bird that has been off Stokes
Bay for a few days). At Gilkicker Trevor Carpenter saw 9 Black Tern, 1 Fulmar and 175 Common

Tern and at Milton Common Ian Thirlwell saw a couple of Common Sandpiper, while away to the
west a Marsh Harrier was seen at Needs Ore.
SAT 6 MAY
Ed Griffiths came down to Southsea from Buckinghamshire today and was lucky enough to see two
Purple Sandpiper for his pains. He also tells us of more inland Black Tern (11 at Tring) and says
they are >> regular inland visitors with the wind in the E or NE in May << A single Little Egret now in
the same area is apparently a rarer visitor. An annonymous pager message reports a single
Temminck's Stint briefly at the Budds Farm pools early this morning (with 3 still at Titchfield Haven
and another one - plus 2 Curlew Sandpiper and the male Scaup - at Pennington) and the pagers also
carry a report of a probable Melodious Warbler in the overgrown gardens of the Coastguard
Cottages at Hurst Castle.
Personally I am particularly pleased with the first report of singing Corn Bunting back on the fields of
Old Idsworth Farm north of Finchdean where it was heard by Brian Fellows and the Evening Class
group on their Saturday morning walk - they heard up to five Lesser Whitethroat and saw a Buzzard.
Brian also passes on news of a Grey Wagtail's nest in Jasmine growing against a house wall in
Purbrook, and this either means that these birds are changing their nesting habits as well as their
general behaviour or may be the result of a mix up between a 'grey plumaged' Pied Wagail and a
bright yellow plumaged 'Grey Wagtail'. Over the last few years Grey Wagtails seem to have
multiplied greatly and can now be regularly seen in places far from the running water streams that
used to be their only habitat, but all the books say that they nest in >> some crevice in a rock, wall or
bank, sheltered above and close to running water << The only nest I have found was on the hidden
inside of an I section girder supporting a footbridge over a New Forest stream, but it may well be that
21st century Grey Wagtails are staging a revolt agains tradition.
Amongst today's seawatching reports, which include at least 16 Black Terns and one Red Throated
Diver (going west) in the Hill Head/Stokes Bay area I see that Trevor Carpenter noted 100+
Swallows at Gilkicker and Ian Calderwood had 60+ at Stokes Bay, with the movement continuing
inland to produce 308 Swallows and 85 Swifts going north over Fleet Pond. Another inland report is
of a Hen Harrier in the Woolmer area along with 2 Hobbies.
Mike Jones and three friends scored 114 species in their Hampshire Bird Race attempt yesterday (May
5), as ever getting some good birds such as Temminck's Stint and a male Montgu's Harrier but
dipping on some that one would think could not be missed (in their case Tufted Duck). Almost their
first bird, heard only at 3:45am in Pitts Wood, was an almost incredible Spotted Crake - Mike
prefaces this claim with the phrase 'believe it or not', but clearly believes it himself after listening to
the calls of this Crake on CD when he got home. As far as I can seen this would be the first May
record of this species in Hampshire.
Among some older reports which have only just reached me I see that there were 3 Little Gulls and 5
Common Sandpiper at Fleet Pond on May 5 when there were 4 Ruff at Farlington Marshes. John
Goodspeed was at Farlington Marshes on May 4 and saw two male Yellow Wagtail, and passes on
some bad news from Bob Chapman who says that he has not seen a single female Yellow Wagtail
this spring with obvious implications for breeding there - I wonder if this is general? (in some species
the sexes winter in different areas and some disaster might have wiped out the females, though with
this declining species they don't need much assistance in the extermination race). John also
comments on finding a pair of Stonechat in a regular spot on Portsdown (above the Paulsgrove
Chalk Pit) in addition to the one or two pairs resident on the north east side of Fort Widley, and I can
add a 'chatting' male immediately north of the road bridge over the M27 above Portchester Hill Road
heard on Saturday May 6.
A message on my answerphone timed at 16:24 this afternoon told me that if I had been at home and
had looked out of my front door I would have seen a Raven over the centre of Havant being harried
by a much smaller Crow. The message was from Tony Gutteridge who saw the birds and, despite
lack of any calls, was certain of the Raven by its great size in relation to the Crow and presumably by
its silhouette (cross shape and wedge tail). Tony had also had a surprise (I think today) in hearing
Woodlark song at Up Marden (square SU 7914) where there is none of the normal heathy
wood-edge habitat that I associate with these birds - I can only assume it had been displaced from
further east into Sussex by some disaster.
......When Tony was watching the Raven I was on my way back from the IBM Lake where I had been

carrying out the WeBS count, finding little of bird interest other than one immature Common Gull, a
lone Sedge Warbler among at least 8 Reed Warbler, and some negatives - no Kestrels, no Skylarks
and no Great Crested Grebes. There was one puzzle bird - a warbler which flew into thick bramble
and gorse, moving rapidly about in them and making occasional Wren or Robin like ticking notes
intermixed with some very short but clear and loud warbler (Blackcap like) notes. It eventually came
out and perched in clear silhouette on top of a small tree showing a slim, long-tailed, Whitethroat like
shape with no colour or marks that I could pick out (overall grey colour), and I can make nothing of
this combination but if it suggest anything to others I would like to know and people working there
(Kevin Stouse and John Shillitoe) might spot it.
Today the Swifts arrived back in Havant with two overhead in the morning and three over the Manor
Close nest site (the birds diving down among the rooves to check that the houses would still
welcome them), plus five over Denvilles, in the cool of the evening.
FRI 5 MAY
I have still to see a Swift here in Havant but I should not have to wait much longer - this morning John
Norton saw more than 100 arriving at Titchfield Haven and Brian Fellows had his first 2 in Emsworth
before going on to see another 4 at the Hayling Oysterbeds. Back on the coast John Norton logged
18 species of wader in and off Titchfield Haven this morning - off shore 13 Knot and 18 Sanderling
went past with commoner waders and in the reserve the 3 Temmincks Stints which arrived
yesterday were still on parade as were a (resident?) pair of Little Ringed Plover plus Green and
Spotshank and one Common Sandpiper with a Hobby soaring overhead. The Egyptian Goose is still
on the reserve and a couple of Avocet offshore could not make up their minds as to whether they
were coming or going, but 40 Little and 96+ Common Terns were definitely on their way east.
Farlington Marshes had 4 Ruff today with one Avocet, and two each of Spot and Greenshank, while
Alistair Martin noted 2 Common Sandpiper at the Hayling Oysterbeds and an immature male Eider
off Sandy Point. In Sussex 20 Black Terns were recorded at Selsey Bill with 18 Poms, and at
Seaford there were 14 Avocet and 86 Little Tern
For the rarity enthusiasts the Beachy Head area provided an Ortolan Bunting and a female Serin today,
and yesterday there was a Richard's Pipit at Coombe Haven (between Eastbourne and Hastings)
plus a female Kentish Plover seen heading east from Selsey Bill (where a Great Northen Diver also
flew east as a Marsh Harrier arrived from the south). In Hampshire three Temmincks Stint arrived at
Titchfield Haven where a Blue Headed Wagtail was seen again, and at Winchester Sewage Farm
(surprisingly far inland?) Ian Watts had 6 Black Tern.
At Hayling Oysterbeds the breeding season is underway with a pair of Oystercatchers publicly
copulating on the lagoon 'nesting island' while Brian Fellows was there today. He also saw three
pairs of Little Tern showing an interest in the island and found one pair of Shelduck in the area, and
back at the Emsworth Peter Pond he was pleased to see the Swan pair back on their recently
vandalised nest where they have laid a second clutch of eggs.
THU 4 MAY
Our local Nightingales are not doing badly and Brian Fellows enjoyed a night out visiting three local
sites and hearing 8 singing birds where he heard a mximum of 10 last year (so that total may still be
exceeded if the sites are revisited on a warm evening in the near future). Brian heard 3 in the
Stansted Park Slip area, 2 in Racton Park Wood and 3 at the well known Marlpit Lane site (which has
usually had at least one pair of Turtle Dove in past years, but no reports of them from this site this
year).
Slightly earlier news comes from John Shillitoe who was at Farlington Marshes on Wednesday (May 3)
and saw a late Snipe, a Common Sandpiper, three Whimbrel and the expected Avocet and two (very
smart) Spotshanks plus some other waders including Barwits and several Grey Plover (some of
them also in their stunning summer dress). From the Southampton area comes news of juvenile
Greenfinch already out of the nest and seen by Paul Winter's wife
A walk to Budds Farm and round the South Moors shore today found just 5 Brent remaining where
there had been at least 18 last week, so the 16 which Peter Morrison saw flying west past Titchfield
Haven yesterday could have come from here. Also at the mouth of the Langbrook stream the pair of
Swans are definitely in nesting mode - she was on what is now a large nest of seaweed and he was
sitting beside her on the shingle. They had survived today's 4.6 metre tide (and presumably last
night's 4.7 metres) and I wait to see how they fare with three 4.8 metres tomorrow and on Saturday.

A Lesser Whitethroat was singing nearby and may stay - we often have one resident on the South
Moors - and a pair of Shelduck were in the Langbrook mouth. At the Budds Farm pools the Swan
pair which seem intent on nesting there again were both present, sitting side by side on the new
concrete wall separating the main part of the inner pool from the smaller section fed by water from
the big black pipe that presumably brings it from some part of the sewage works (maybe the
intention is to preserve the character of the water in the main pools by not allowing 'different quality'
water to flow straight into them). 18 Tufted Duck on the pools was a few more than recently but there
was nothing else new.
WED 3 MAY
Among a mass of seawatch sightings and a full account of the Stilts and Bee-eater in the Pagham area
last week-end the Sussex website today tells me that a White Stork flew in over Selsey Bill on
Monday (May 1) as did an Osprey at Church Norton around the same time - no news of their
destinations. This morning a Serin was singing at Selsey for five minutes before flying west. At
Brighton the Peregrines in the nest box erected on a tower block of flats by Graham Roberts last
year are still sitting on three eggs which are due to hatch at the end of this week
The two items which caught my attention in tonight's emails were a pager message announcing a Blue
Headed Wagtail at Titchfield Haven (along with 2 Little Ringed Plover there) and a sighting by Peter
Morrison from Hill Head of 16 Brent flying west. The latter led to some speculation on my part that
these might be the group of 16 to 18 Brent that have recently been off the South Moors shore at
Langstone which I believe may have contained the family of six Pale Bellied birds that wintered in the
Oysterbeds - building phantasy on phantasy I imagined the Pale Bellied birds persuading the dark
bellied birds with them not to follow their instinct to fly east but to set out on the uncharted journey
back to Greenland, and when the dark bellied birds would not venture on the direct north west
overland route they reached a compromise decision to fly west along the coast.
......More factual info from today's messages is that the Long Tailed Duck is a drake and is still off the
Pebble Beach cafe at Stokes Bay, a Ruff was seen at the Eastleigh Lakeside, and the Swans at
Peter Pond in Emsworth (whose first five eggs were taken and smashed by vandals) have laid three
more in the same vulnerable nest.
TUE 2 MAY
While I was cycling round Hayling today I met Alistair Martin heading for Sandy Point where a
Bee-eater (presumably the one that has been flitting in and out of Selsey and Pagham) was watched
for 20 minutes. Hopefully the bird will be seen again - but where?
At Hurst Spit today Russell Wynn noted a Greenland Wheatear, the first of these bigger birds that I
have heard of. Also at Hurst Russell watched an adult Marsh Harrier fly in off the sea and while there
saw a male Garganey, a Red Throated Diver, two Razorbill and one Guillemot. On Keyhaven
Lagoon he saw the drake Scaup which was first reported there yesterday by Hella Crawford. A
pager message reported a Red Kite going north over Fleet Pond, Mike Jones had a Turtle Dove at
Stockbridge Down and Adrian Martin had 10 Swifts over the Itchen at Ovington. Back on the coast
John Norton was seawatching off Titchfield Haven and saw 90 Bar Tails and 2 pale Arctic Skuas go
by, with a Gargaeny flying in to the scrapes (the one from Keyhaven?). Brian Fellows counted 22
Whitethroats at Milton Common in Portsmouth and at Baffins Pond he noted the absence of two of
the Barncale Geese and wonders if they are nesting.
The discussion of Kestrel eating prey in flight rumbles on with Colin Law adding an observation made
near Brighton two summers back. He says he has not got the relevant notebook to hand but
believes >> it was late summer 98 on a day when the air was full of crane flies. There were two
Kestrels feeding in Hobby fashion soaring on the updraft on a North facing scarp at Balsdean, East
of Brighton. I was fairly inexperienced at the time and at first thought I had found two Hobbies but
unfortunately convinced myself they were not. I assume they were catching the crane fly, though
even for a kestrel I think it would take a lot to make anything approaching a square meal. <<. While
musing on the past I was interested to hear from Colin Allen who remembers >> about 12 years ago
some 23 miles south off Mevagissey in Cornwall a small bird landed on the boat in a Force 6 SW
blow. It fluttered into the open cabin door and settled in the forepeak. This was before my current
interest in birds had developed but after it had dried out I was able to identify it as a Bluethroat. I only
wish now that I had photographed it. After several hours of exposure to the roaring diesal engine and
after taking on some water it found its way to the deck and headed off north when only 8 miles from

the Cornish coast. It is still the only Bluethroat I have ever seen. <<
Messages relating to May 1 that arrived after my Monday evening update include a pager message
reporting a Great White Egret flying east from Farlington Marshes and a feamle Marsh Harrier over
Beaulieu Road both on May 1. Also on that day in Emsworth Chris Fairhead watched the over-sexed
male Black Swan almost push its luck too far - it insisted on following a female Mute accompanied by
her mate who eventually decided enough was enough and jumped the Black Swan, getting on its
back and holding its head under water to drown it. I have heard of Mute Swans killing each other in
this way but somehow the Black Swan evaded death and is still lurking with intent among the
Emsworth Mill Pond swans. Another person who sees the birds regularly tells me that wherever the
Black Swan goes the Mutes drift away from it, leaving clear water all round it, unlike the close crush
in which the Mutes are often to be found. In the Test Valley near Timsbury David Thelwell tells us
that he thinks Nightingale numbers are actually up this year and that he had 4 Common Tern there
on May 1. On the coast there were 2 Knot at Hill Head seen by Peter Morrison and 4 Turnstone at
Titchfield Haven seen by Moira Doherty - the latter report caused me to check Birds of Hampshire to
see when Turnstone vanish from the scene for the summer and it tells me that most have gone by
the end of April but that there is usually a surge of passage birds in early May. Up in the extreme
north west of the county at Rushmore Down (SU 3454 about 7 km north of Andover) Russell Wynn
saw a Buzzard (one among 16) with a white wing tag and wonders where it came from and who is
interested in its location.
......On Sunday Apr 30 Phil Budd saw a Spotted Flycatcher at Magdalen Hill Down (just east of
Winchester) and as far as I know this is the first and only one of these birds to turn up this year (I
thought I had heard of just one earlier but can't find the reference). Luckily it is on a reserve full of
butterflies and so should not go short of food (you can't please everyone in the conservation game).
Two Gadwall seen at Hurst/Keyhaven by Russell Wynn on Apr 30 were I think unusual, and Russell
was lucky to get 7 Pom Skua and 4 Manx Shearwater in the same field of view. In the New Forest
David Parker found only one Wood Warbler at Bramshaw Telegraph, but David Thelwell later found
several there as well as just one at Rhinefield Ornamental Drive. David Parker went on to find a
female Hawfinch at Matley Wood and then saw 2 Stone Curlew at Martin Down. Both Davids agree
that there are plenty of Redstart in the New Forest at the moment
......Earlier in his birding holiday week Russell Wynn had two Turtle Doves in the Twford/Fawley Down
area on Apr 29 and on the 28th had 82 Common Tern, 45 Common Scoter and a lone Sanderling at
Milford (also a Shag but I belive these still breed on the Isle of Wight and might be seen through the
summer in the west Solent), plus a Nightingale and a male Whinchat near Keyhaven. On the
previous day (Apr 27) Russell had 2 Fulmar at Milford with 50 Whitethroat in the
Keyhaven/Pennington area where he watched a first summer Merlin hunting Linnet and a Peregrine
eating its kill
MON 1 MAY
Whitethroats were abundant on the Warblington farmland for our CBC visit this morning but I saw
nothing of great interest - three Reed Warblers were back, four Egrets were still in the eastern field
and a late Merganser was offshore - compared to the birds which Tony Gutteridge had in the
northern section. He found the Little Owl back in the fields east of the Old Rectory, had a Hobby
near the Emsworth Road, and found two separate Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers as well as seeing
the Kestrel near the Castle Tower and finding a lone Yellowhammer (the only one on the plot this
year). The Hobby gave a special display of speed when one of the local Crows physically collided
with it and the Hobby decided to get away from the ugly brute. WHile writing this in Havant I have
been watching a male Sparrowhawk spiralling up into the evening sky over my garden before the
phone rang and I heard from Rosemary Webb how she saw two Cuckoos over the Hayling Golf
Course this morning and how one of them allowed her within a few yards as it perched on the
perimeter fence.
The only items from Hampshire to stir my birding interest in this evening's bunch of emails were two
reports of Wood Warbler, one of my favourite birds and now no longer to be found regularly in south
east Hampshire. Mark Litjens had four of them in Milkham Inclosure in the New Forest (around SU
210100 south west of Ocknell Plain) where they can hopefully be re-found, while Peter Morrison had
what I presume to be a lucky passing encounter with one in Carters Copse at Gosport (off Grange
Road at the southern end of the Alver Valley). Trevor Carpenter had the best of the seawatching

with 4 Arctic Skua (neatly paired into two dark and two pale) flying past together off Titchfield Haven,
and Trevor also came up with a nice 'tern of phrase' when reporting 60 Common and a 'handful of
Sandwich' (but he was probably feeling hungry and transferring his thought to the keyboard). Other
Hampshire reports were of 5 male Mandarin at Eyeworth Pond (Mark Litjens), a few Sanderling
passing Stokes Bay (Peter Morrison) and a male Merlin at Martin Down which posed on a hawthorn
long enough for John Clark to get it in his scope.
At Selsey Bill the Bee-eater which was thought to have flown south for good yesterday came back for
more this morning, being seen several times around Selsey Bill before flying on inland (north west keep your eyes open in the Petersfield area) at 7:50am. A Serin was also seen there and 37 Poms
went by. At Seaford 15 Poms and a Bonxie were seen plus 2 Avocets and (in the afternoon) a Black
Tern. Two interesting items came from Pevensey on the SOS website - the first was a sighting of 2
Wood Sandpiper which are very scarce spring birds in Hampshire (I must check the Species account
on the Sussex website - Colin Law now provides an online status report of all Sussex species with
details for the more unusual species), the second piece of news was of 16 chicks having just
hatched from 5 or 6 Lapwing nests.
PLANTS:
SUN 7 MAY
A quick walk through Hammond's Land Coppice at Leigh Park Gardens today gave me the usual
glorious display of woodland flowers, newcomers among them being the first Broad Buckler Fern
that I have found fully unrolled and a cluster of ten Early Purple Orchids which I had looked for here
on recent visits but not found until today. One Twayblade was about to open its first flower (Nigel
Johnson tells me those in his garden have been in flower for some time) but I could not spot the Wild
Service tree which grows here - several Field Maples but no white flowered trees. Out on the
Gipsies Plain along the ditches of the track that will soon be ablaze with hundreds of Common
Spotted Orchids the Lesser Spearwort was beginning to flower (and a lovely pale grey male Adder
slithered away) but there was no sign of the orchids (not a leaf that I could spot). On the drier parts
of the banks Tormentil was flowering - my first, though Brian Fellows was the first to find it this year
on May 4 in the Hollybank Woods. In the overflow carpark at Leigh Park Gardens the gravel parking
bays, which are not opened up for use until the busy season that is just starting, provide ideal habitat
for a wealth of small plants. As I got out of my car I was greeted by my first flowering Pineappleweed
and soon found a lovely carpet of Lesser Sea Spurrey (the gravel presumably came from a beach)
and near it the white flowers on Corn Spurrey were opening. Wall Speedwell is abundant
everywhere at the moment and its tiny blue flowers winked at me from all sides, and the less
eye-catching Parsley Piert was equally abundant.
......In the afternoon, cycling along Long Copse Lane in north Emsworth, I found my first Wood Melick
flowering on the roadside bank nearest the woods. On the other side of the same road, nearer to
gardens in which it almost certainly originated, a mass of Shining Cranesbill was flowering in a
situation where it was clearly established and extending of its own volition.
SAT 6 MAY
On his regular weekend walk around East Meon Christoph Harwood found the large blue flowers of
Meadow Cranesbill already out today and on Blackdown in Sussex (near Haslemere over the Surrey
border) Geoff Butland found the first Heath Speedwell while Brian Fellows and the Evening Class
found the first Wild Mignonette flowering near Idsworth Down (later in the day I drove past a
flowering plant on Portsdown).
In reply to my report of finding Mousetail on Budds Mound last Thursday (May 4) Pete Selby not only
tells me that the only record he has of this species in the Havant area is just one from Hayling back in
1901, but much more interestingly says that he is familiar with a site for the plant at Southampton
which is regularly sprayed and, in his opinion, the spraying by controlling the coarser weeds allows
this species to flourish. At that site Venus Looking Glass also occurs and Pete suggests we look out
for it at Budds Mound (that plant used to appear annually on Portsdown around the edges of
cultivated fields immediately west of Fort Southwick and south of the hilltop road, but when
cultivation ceased and the field became permanent grass that and many other chalk arable plants
ceased to show).
Walking round the IBM North Harbour site this afternoon I noted some 60 flowering plants, among them
my first Yellow Flag, Hop Trefoil and the lovely and uncommon yellow pea Lathyrus aphaca which

continues to survive in one of the flower bed banks separating the carparks (to find it take the exit
road from the carparks and turn right into the parking bay just before you come to the large hump
where the exit road divides, turning sharp right for the exit or ahead into the dead end easternmost
section. If you have taken the correct turn you will find you are going against the arrows directing
flow around the carpark. Stop half way down this section and you will find the plants on your right just
north of the pedestrian path going diagonally across the bank.) On the outer island the many
Common Spotted Orchid plants are just beginning to have detectable flower heads.
...... From North Harbour I went to Portchester and up Portsdown by Hill Road, stopping just after
crossing the bridge over the M27. A quick tour of this area discovered an extraordinary show of wild
flowers on the earth bank on your right as you head up Nelson Lane - someone, presumably acting
for Fareham Council, must have tipped a bucket of wild flower seed here with the result that the bank
glows orange with French or Pot Marigolds but on close inspection they are just one of the collection
currently flowering - Fools Parsley, Field Woundwort, Bugloss, Hedgerow Cranesbill, Common
Fumitory, Field Forget-me-nots, Pink Oxalis and other plants jostle with each other for space and
Common Storksbill grows two or three feet high to get its head into the light. Kidney Vetch and Field
Scabious were on the point of flowering , and the bank was surrounded by a more natural mass of
Common Vetch. No sign as yet of either the Small Yellow Foxgloves nor the Field Cow-wheat that I
was originally looking for.
THU 4 MAY
An afternoon walk to the South Moors today gave me a plant that I have never seen before, and which
is not recorded in the Hants Flora for the Havant area, in a most unexpected location. The plant is
Mousetail (Myosurus minimus) and a lot of it is flourishing on the fairly bare ground overlooking the
Budds Farm pool on the north side of Budds Mound (SU 708051) - the extraordinary thing being that
this ground was thoroughly sprayed with weed killer last year (Havant Borough seemingly not
wanting the barren soil of their old rubbish tip to be beautified by a marvellous collection of ordinary
weeds in flower). I will try to dissuade the Council from repeating the operation in the near future but
if you want to see the plants while they are still there you go down Southmoor Lane, under the height
barrier and turn right up the road onto the top of the mound. The plants are in the open area
overlooking the pools at the top of the rise, and if you get over or round the earth wall separating the
area from the road you will find three small Field Maples in a line - most of the Mousetail is under the
westmost of these three trees.
......Also in that area I found my first Wall Speedwell flowering (then found more of it in the road where
I live on the way home), and other plants that I noted en route were Caper Spurge looking ready to
flower, Hedge Mustard (first flowers for some time though I have seen it this year), Cocksfoot Grass
full flowering, a lovely cluster of Red Campion and Red Valerian beginning to open its flowers, the
first Nettle flowers, Bog Stitchwort and Buckshorn Plantain. I also found the Sea Plantain which the
Evening Class group saw last Saturday and found my first Blackberry flowers of the year (possibly
Dewberry - certainly white flowers on a bush looking like Dewberry). One other glorious newcomer
on the seawall was Lesser Sea Spurrey. One not so glorious plant that has started to flower in my
garden recently is Grey Sedge, and on the South Moors I saw the equally inglorious fertile spikes of
Field Horsetail for the first time this year.
Brian Fellows visited the Early Purple orchid site in Southleigh Forest today and counted 870 flowering
spikes which I think slightly exceeds last years count.
TUE 2 MAY
My tour of Hayling today started with the sight of the first white flowers open on a Holly tree - I have
often wondered how to distinguish the male and female flowers on this tree and have only just
checked the difference. Both are white and similar in size and both sexes are found on the one tree
but the males have four good stamens and the females have four carpels (but may according to
Stace also have abortive stamens), so (as with most botanic descriptions) I am not much the wiser
but have some clues as to what to look for. The Borage was still flowering at the Oysterbeds where
many more flowers were out on Scarlet Pimpernel, and on the Saltmarsh Lane 'waste land' there
was a mass of Spotted Medick, a lot of Common Vetch, and my first spike of Bugle in full flower. On
the Beachlands shore came the first real find of the day - Bird's Foot Trefoil, and when I found the
three albino Green Winged Orchids south of the Golf Course I found two plants of Yellow Rattle

flowering with them. A short distance further on was my first Subterranean Clover and Lesser
Trefoil. I looked hard for the blue of Sheep's Bit which I associate with Maureen Coleman who sadly
died on Good Friday before she could be the first to see it this year but I could not find any, I did
however notice prominent flower buds on many of the Tree Lupins.
...... Two messages from Brian Fellows and Geoff Butland both reported first finds of Bush Vetch which
I have not seen yet (I think it is later than usual this year) and Geoff also told me of finding Greater
Celandine.
MON 1 MAY
It is now more than a month since I saw the first American Wintercress flowering (Mar 27) and I am
surprised that not until today have I found the common Wintercress opening its flowers. That was at
Warblington where Meadow Foxtail and Sweet Vernal Grass are fully in flower and in addition to the
Greater Pond Sedge in the marshy SSSI field both Black and Brown Sedge were in flower. In the
cemetery there were flowers on a lone plant of Small Nettle and in another marshy field Celery
Leaved Buttercup was out with Hairy Buttercup now brightening some damp meadows with a
coating of yellow. One Ash tree had leaves out, the first I have seen.
Rosemary Webb did not count the Green Winged Orchids at Gunner Point when she visited them today
but she reckons there are many more than the 1000 which I estimated last week. Among them she
found three albinos, the first she knows of at this site. Another newcomer on the shingle is Sea Kale
with several plants now showing white flower heads.
INSECTS:

SUN 7 MAY
Mark Litjens was at Titchfield Haven today and found both Azure Damselflies and Hairy Dragonflies on
the wing along with Blue Tailed Damsels, and though he did not see one Broad Bodied Chasers
(usually the first of the dragonflies) were probably around as they had been noted on the Haven
noticeboard back on Friday (May 5). Three Large White butterflies were probably immigrants that
we will all be seeing soon but one Green Hairstreak and one Holly Blue are unlikely to be among the
common species this month. Mark was also at Titchfield yesterday and saw one Large White and
some Large Red Damsels as well as the first Blue Tailed. At Whiteley on Saturday Mark saw his first
Holly Blue of the year.
Up in Fleet Rob Edmunds found the first Cockchafers on the wing last night, and he comments that, in
comparison to just one sighting a Small Tortoiseshell in the whole of last year he has recently been
seeing two or three around nettles in Calthorp Park (Fleet) each time he goes there. I hope those
nettles are soon writhing with black caterpillars to prove the recovery is truly under way.
Up on Portsdown early this week John Goodspeed found more than ten Speckled Wood, which is not
unusual but they always seem a little out of place to me among the scrub on the hill rather than in the
dappled shade of a wood.
Any fears about the demise of the Green Veined White this year were clearly premature on my part - I
found another half dozen of these in Hammonds Land Coppice at Leigh Park Gardens today. Also
there were were plenty of Speckled Wood (I must have passed a dozen of them), and both
Brimstone and Orange Tip were also on the wing. Less pleasing to the eye were a couple of
Craneflies locked together while mating in a desperate bid to save the Starling population by
providing more Leatherjackets as food for them.
SAT 6 MAY
I expected the heat today to bring out some new insects but there were few butterflies to be seen at the
IBM North Harbour site - three Orange Tips and a few Green Veined White - though I was pleased to
see two or three Blue-tailed Damselflies (very little colour as they had just emerged). The real
surprise came later when I was looking at flowers on Portsdown above Portchester (Nelson Lane,
just above the M27) and found myself looking at a Small Blue fluttering among and occasionally
resting on the vegetation.
FRI 5 MAY
In Emsworth's Brook Meadow today Brian Fellows enjoyed the sight of three Orange Tip butterflies but
not the cloud of jet black flies hanging in the air and waiting for any opportunity to slip down his
throat. These are presumably the St Marks Flies which John Goodspeed recently found at
Farlington Marshes and I'm sure many other people will have come across them recently.

THU 4 MAY
Walking down the Langbrook Stream to the South Moors today I found three Green Veined Whites
together and another two nearby - the first indication of a colony this year (as opposed to lone
individuals). A Speckled Wood was nearby, and back in my garden I had a male Orange Tip and a
Small White. One insect manifestation that I noticed last Tuesday by the Hayling Billy Line on
Hayling was the first Oak Apples.
TUE 2 MAY
Phil Budd had a Holly Blue in his garden in Bitterne yesterday where he first saw it on Sunday, and also
on Sunday (Apr 30) he had another of them at Magdalen Hill Down. On the list of Holly Blues known
to me this spring these are numbers six and seven, and none of the reports reaching me have
indicated that any of these butterflies are near enough to each other to meet up and mate. Andrew
Brookes tells me he has seen neither Holly Blue nor Small Tortoiseshell anywhere so far this spring,
though Rob Edmunds found three Small Tortoiseshell in Fleet today. Brimstone, Orange Tip,
Comma and Speckled Wood are the other species reported today, and all of them are I think
flourishing this year.
MON 1 MAY
Rosemary Webb went along the south Hayling shore to Gunner Point today to see the Green Winged
orchids and while she was there she saw a Painted Lady - to my knowledge the first of the year.
Back in her garden a Holly Blue has been fluttering around since yesterday and she has several
Speckled Wood and what may be Green Veined Whites. At Warblington on the mainland I saw a
single Green Veined White this morning and Tony Gutteridge saw Speckled Wood, Small
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and female Orange Tip.
Mark Litjens was in the New Forest today and found a colony of 15 Green Veined White in Bolderwood,
and later saw another 6 at the Botley Woods, while Rob Edmunds had one on Odiham Common
yesterday so it seems the species is still with us, just rather late in emerging this year. Speckled
Woods are certainly no longer on the 'cause for concern' list with several reports of them in normal
numbers (Mark Litjens found 9 in Milkham Inclosure in the New Forest where he has not seen them
in the past). Even Holly Blues are beginning to materialise - as well as the one in Rosemary Webb's
Hayling garden (see below) John Goodspeed had one out in his garden on Portsdown yesterday.
Two other interesting sightings from Mark are of a Large White (these have been strangely absent
so far bar one or two sightings - and this may be a migrant coming in like the Painted Lady that
arrived today). Certainly local and resident, Mark found a dozen Large Red Damselflies at Whiteley
today (where he counted 37 Brimstone plus a few Peacock, Speckled Wood and Orange Tip)
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 7 MAY
Colin Law on Castle Hill between Brighton and Lewes was the first person that I know off to enjoy the
sight of young foxcubs making their first sallies from the earth - I suspect he will not be the last to
report this pleasant sight this spring. Other news from Sussex is of a single Bottle Nosed Dolphin
seen off Birling Gap near Beachy Head today. I know nothing of Dolphins but books tell me that the
bigger Bottle Nosed species is more usually seen in British waters in autumn and winter, and round
the northern shores of the British Isles while the smaller Common Dolphin is the species more
commonly seen off the southern coast
Walking along the track across the Gipsies Plain south of Havant Thicket in today's warm sunshine I
disturbed the sunbathing of a fair-sized (over 18 inches) and pretty (light grey skin offsetting the
black diamond pattern on its back) male Adder which I only saw slithering off into the ditch beside the
track. It must have felt the vibration of my footfalls long before I caught sight of it, and I was lucky to
see it for a few seconds in flight away from my advance.
FRI 5 MAY
Richard Moore is the only person so far, it seems, to have found the all white St George's Mushrooms
that are normally widespread on or soon after their Saint's Day. They are edible and Richard has
sampled those that he found in the Hursley area.
Entirely unconnected with mushrooms the Sussex bird news website tonight carries a note from an
annonymous seawatcher at Seaford of 3 Bottle Nosed Dolphin that were seen for half an hour this
morning.

THU 4 MAY
While clearing rough grass in my garden today I revealed the smallest baby Slow-worm I have ever
seen, and I assume this to have very recently emerged from the 'egg' laid by its parents (as opposed
to one born last September and having grown quite a bit during the winter).
TUE 2 MAY
David Thelwell was birding in the Romsey area on Sunday (Apr 30) when he witnessed the fairly
unusual (I think) occurrence of two Roe Buck fighting, They were in an open meadow close to
houses and while the two bucks clashed head to head, sharpening their antlers on nearby
vegetation between clashes, two does stood together looking on. Eventually the winner went off
with both the does and my guess would be that they were already his property and that the
challenger was a young buck with no doe of his own. If that is so it would seem to indicate that the
two does are mother and daughter from last year as I do not think that Roe ever acquire a 'harem' of
breeding does, but equally I thought that last year's young would be chased off by their mothers
when rutting time came round again (they would be old enough to mate by now). Can anyone tell us
a more likely explanation of what David saw?
...... The Roe were seen yesterday, and on the previous day (Apr 29) Russell Wynn saw 12 Hares on
Twyford/Fawley Down. Today's news from Adrian Martin also describes a close encounter with an
apparently unaccompanied Roe Doe at Ovington on the Itchen, plus the pleasant sight of a Water
Vole at the river bank. Later in the day Adrian was in the East Meon area and watched a Stoat
working a rabbit warren which I'm sure was a fascinating sight (though not for the rabbits). Not so
fascinating was the sight of 5 large Terrapin which greeted Brian Fellows at Baffins Pond in
Portsmouth.
BIRDS:

WEEK 17 APRIL 24 - 30

SUN 30 APR
A Bee-eater was at the Church Norton Severals today until 3pm when it flew south but a pair of Black
Winged Stilts was still at Sidlesham Ferry pool at 6.15 this evening and so could I suppose be
around tomorrow. Among lots of other news on the Sussex website my eye was caught by a report
of 3 Black Terns at Arlington Reservoir (north of Beachy Head, on the River Cuckmere near
Hailsham)
Sussex seawatching news today features 16 Pom Skuas off Brighton and a reported total of 51 seen
there so far this spring. Seawatchers at Brighton Marina also logged 5 Hobbies today while those at
Selsey had 9 Manx Shearwater and a Great Northern Diver
Today's only Hampshire Hobby was seen by Mark Litjens at Whiteley Pastures (Botley Woods) where
he also had a Nightingale (another of these was singing at Keyhaven)
At Stokes Bay Ian Calderwood found the Long Tailed duck which he had seen yesterday was still on
the sea off the Pebble Beach Cafe and his seawatch list included 7 Dunlin and a Tree Pipit plus 12
Shelduck (do they nest in the Browndown area?). Further west Steve Keen was seawatching in the
Keyhaven area and had another Turtle Dove after yesterday's Hampshire firsts at Hayling and
Martin Down. He also had a Swift and many Whitethroats (31+), agreeing with John Collman's
remarks yesterday that numbers are almost excessive this year. Over the sea he saw 58 Whimbrel
and 5 Greenshank but a lot of his attention was devoted to what seemed to be a first year Glaucous
Gull (though it seemed too small, making me wonder if it might be a leucistic Herring Gull - a few
years back the Hampshire coast had several sightings of a startlingly white albino Herring Gull)
Tony Gutteridge was lucky enough to see a Hobby over Blackdown (north of Midhurst near Haslemere,
but in Sussex) today and had previously seen a Swift and heard Tree Pipits further east in Sussex
(near Hassocks)
SAT 29 APR
Nick Hull passes on news that a friend of his saw 3 Dotterel at Martin Down (on the Stone Curlew area)
at 3pm but it seems that no one else was lucky enough to see these birds though Mark Litjens did get
a glimpse of one Stone Curlew. Mark was probably the first to see a Hampshire Turtle Dove while he
was at Martin Down in the morning but in the afternoon Alistair Martin found the regular bird back on
west Hayling in the trees just south of Stoke Bay and while he was on the Hayling Billy Line in that
area Alistair heard and saw a couple of Med Gulls that are even more regular visitors to this spot.

A HOSLIST message from John Collman records that a thorough search of Hazeley Heath (north west
of Fleet beyond Hartley Witney) this morning revealed no Nightingales, which is in line with the
records of them here over the last few years (In 1996 8 pairs were present, in 97 and 98 there were
only 4 pairs, in 99 just 2 pairs and this year probably 0 pairs). From other reports the Nightingales
have been early rather than late in arrival so I guess John has just recorded another of those local
exterminations that will not get into John Prescott's Qualtity of Life index. It was not all gloom at
Hazeley - the Garden Warblers were back, a Tree Pipit was singing and later John saw a Hobby over
nearby Hartley Witney. Returning to the subject of Nightingales both Alistair Martin and I went to
Marlpit Lane for confirmation of their presence which we both got but Alistair had the best value from
his visit as he not only heard song but had a close view of two of them almost side by side, with one
bird fanning its tail to show the rufous colour (Alistair saw this with the benefit of the evening sunlight
on it)
While some birds like Nightingales are diminishing in number we all know that others are increasing
and this year one species that seems to be present in greater numbers than usual is the Common
Whitethroat, and thinking back to the early 1970s when numbers of this bird 'crashed' (thought to be
due to drought in Africa) made me wonder if we are now having the reverse of a 'crash' and if we
should call it a 'rash' of Whitethroats.
The Sussex website today reports another Subalpine Warbler at Birling Gap (Beachy Head) and gives
two reports of a Red Necked Grebe in near summer plumage (both in the Rye Harbour area and
probably the same bird. To match this it seems we once more have a pair of Black Necked Grebe
staying the summer in Langstone Harbour (bringing thoughts that they may be breeding on the
islands). While I was doing my beach litter clearance stint on the Budds Farm shore I saw two
grebes fairly close inshore that seemed almost black in colour and smaller than the Great Crested
but when I got my bins I could not refind them, however Brian Fellows and the Evening Class group
were on Budds Mound and Brian confidently reports two Black Necked Grebe on the sea by the
sewage outfall so I guess my unaided poor eyesight was not deceiving me. They not only saw a
Common Sandpiper on the Budds Farm pools and a Wheatear on the South Moors seawall, both of
which I missed, but they confirmed two other of my possible birds (a singing Song Thrush in
Southmoor Lane and a pair of Grey Wagtail at the end of Langstone Mill Lane where I only briefly
heard one).
At the Thorney Great Deeps west Brian Fellows watched a Cuckoo investigating a nest in a bush - the
owner of the nest was not in evidence (maybe desperately sitting tight?) but a Meadow Pipit took on
the role of scold to let the world know that evil was afoot.
A couple of hours litter clearance on the Budds Farm shore this morning just as the tide was starting to
fall gave me the company of half a dozen newly returned Common Terns over the water and single
Whitethroat and Swallow over the sewage works on the landward side. A pair of Linnets came from
time to time to collect nesting material from the beach, When the tide was high 21 Swans were
together off Broadmarsh slipway but as the water fell the group split up and two headed back
upstream (possibly the Bedhampton Mill pair that do not seem to have established a nest at the mill
pool this year) while two others of the group must be the ones which have been toying with the idea
of nesting on the dividing wall of the Budds Farm pools again but currently seem to have abandoned
the idea. On my way home along the South Moors shore I found one of the pair at the Langbrook
stream mouth was playing at nesting and seemed to have gathered seaweed around her on the
shingle spit due east of the park bench and opposite the small island (she may change her mind next
week end when we have 4.8 metres tides). Also off the South Moors there were 17 Brent today with
up to a dozen Great Crested Grebes offshore in groups of two and three. Along the shore the only
numerous waders were Oystercatchers, with single Egret, Whimbrel and Redshank seen. During
the litter pick I heard that Chris Cockburn's appointment as RSPB warden for the harbour (at least for
this summer) is a fact, not just a rumour.
FRI 28 APR
I guess some people like to get wet while birding but my wife disapproved of my going into the garden
to give the birds their breadcrumbs in this morning's drizzle (a busy pair of Long Tailed Tits later went
through my garden collecting food but ignored the breadcrumbs). I see the rain did not deter Trevor
Carpenter from a morning's seawatching at Gilkicker Point (Gosport) but it did deter the birds from
moving along the coast, making them difficult to count - at one point Trevor reckoned there were 107

Common Terns milling over the sea with just two Little Terns and few Sandwich, and with few people
around there were 2 adult Med Gulls and 2 Egrets on the Lake behind the fort, Another Egret and
Little Tern were reported from Titchfield Haven where the main interest was in one Spoonbill and
one Avocet (has the Egyptian Goose gone?). Over in Sussex the seawatchers managed to notch up
another 2 Pom Skuas off Bexhill and from around the county there were reports of 3 Turtle Doves, 5
Nightingales and a Hobby.
THU 27 APR
Tim Lawman managed to get out of his central Havant office for a few minutes at lunch time today,
looked up, and saw a Honey Buzzard spiralling up above him. Tim may have been pleased to see
the bird but it was not too pleased with the look of Havant as a summer home and eventually headed
east into Sussex (no doubt the hot air from the council offices above which it was seen helped it on
its way). Another unexpected bird was an Egyptian Goose seen in and flying around the Titchfield
Haven reserve after it arrived last night (when Tony Hale reported it as looking wary and unringed).
Over at New Milton Steve Keen, like Tim Lawman in Havant, took a few minutes break from office
work to scan the skies and found himself looking at and listening to a lone Med Gull which had drifted
a couple of miles inland from the coast (perhaps the Milford carpark got a bit boring), and at Selsey a
male Serin flew over. Ian Calderwood and his son Gary were seawatching at Hill Head in the
afternoon where 13 Whimbrel went by, but otherwise they only had 7 Common and 2 Sandwich
Terns and single Egret, Buzzard and Cuckoo. In the morning John Norton and Peter Raby thought
they had a bad seawatch but they managed 15 Whimbrel, 40 Common and 3 Sandwich Terns, and
had the excitement of seeing the Egyptian Goose flying around, not knowing it was there. They did
not see the Avocet which was still at the Haven, nor did they have the luck of Sussex seawatchers at
Selsey who saw 5 Velvet Scoter and 8 Arctic Skua, nor those at Worthing who saw a Little Gull and
18 Little Tern.
I failed to check the Sussex website before making my news update on Wednesday evening and I now
see that I missed out on some pretty good birds that were seen on that day. Best of all were three
Dotterel seen four miles north of Shoreham up the Adur valley - they were there in the afternoon but
could not be found in the evening. Not quite so rare a sight was a single Nightjar at Roedean - the
first for this spring?. The other 'bird of the day' was a Brunnich's Guillemot seen heading west from
Dungeness but not reported by anyone in Sussex. The Selsey seawatchers who hoped to see it had
to be content with 5 passing Divers (4 Red Throated, 1 unspecified), 38 Little Tern, 21 Whimbrel, 9
Arctic Skuas and 4 Bonxies with 2Little Gulls and 1 Sanderling plus 14 Gannets in the area. Off
Brighton 420 Bar Tailed Godwit were seen with 80 Whimbrel, 30 Arctic Skuas (plus a Bonxie), 12
Little Gulls and 3 Manx Shearwater. Elsewhere in Sussex there was an Avocet at Sidlesham, a Swift
at Rye, and six Nightingales, a Whichat and a Hobby.
Among other older reports on the Sussex website which I had not seen until now is one of a Cory's
Shearwater off Birling Gap near Beachy Head last Monday (Apr 24) and reports for Tuesday of the
Green Winged Teal showing at Pulborough (with a male Hen Harrier still there), and - scattered
round the county - 2 Swifts and 9 Nightingales, 3 Hobbies and single Whinchat and Grasshopper
Warbler.
Back on March 15 Nigel Kendall told us that he had just seen a Kestrel feeding in flight like a Hobby and
that he had never before witnessed this in his 30 years of birding. Now Tim Norris has come up with
two other observations of the same behaviour, but both were in Tenerife were Kestrels are perhaps
more likely to find and catch large insect prey on the wing and be tempted to eat it without landing.
Personally the only unusual observation of Kestrel feeding I have made was of one flying up from the
ground with a large and long earthworm dangling from its bill, but I gather that juvenile Kestrels
which have not yet perfected the art of hover-hunting are often forced to take whatever they can get
from the ground.
I made my usual Thursday visit to the farm where I have been asked to record the wildlife and was
greeted by two pairs of Swallows at the barn where they should nest, and by a Buzzard soaring
overhead (three had been in the sky earlier in the morning). The skylarks were singing over the open
fields and Whitethroat were in the hedges but I spent most of my time in the woodland where
Blackcap, Willow Warbler and Chiff Chaff were all singing (as was one Song Thrush, with two others
audible in the distance). A Nuthatch was very noisy and a Great Spotted Woodpecker called

occasionally but the best birds were a pair of Treecreeper which I think may have a nest with young
as I first detected them by a burst of sound similar to that which greets any parent bird bringing food
to a nest. Another exciting find was a Robin's nest with eggs, discovered when the parent bird flew
from it almost under my feet (the nest was only about a foot from the ground in an ivy covered
stump). Two sounds almost deceived me - one was a Blackcap singing so rapidly and with so little
variation in pitch that I had decided it was definitely a Garden Warbler until I at last saw the bird, the
other was a Marsh Tit which I have come across on almost every visit, but had this been my first
encounter with it I would have thought it a good candidate for Willow Tit as the only sound it made
was a repeated 'Zi-zurr, zurr, zurr' with never a 'pitchou'. Several Linnets and Yellowhammers were
around the field edges.
WED 26 APR
The Waitrose carpark in Romsey was probably overfull today as birders arrived to take up spaces
without shopping - they were more interested in a Serin which Mike Rafter heard singing at the
Co-op end of the carpark this morning. Another piece of info that may be of more permanent interest
reached me today from Brian Fellows who got it off the internet. It comes from our friend Anon who
was sailing into Pompey last Saturday (Apr 22) and saw an adult Peregrine preening >> on a strange
rusting platform about two miles out of Portsmouth Harbour << (I would think it very likely that
Peregrines nest on the forts, but this structure does not sound to be an ideal home for them), This
sailor also saw a Manx Shearwater go by but was more interested in a couple of Guillemot, one of
which had climbed aboard a bit of floating wood and was having a bit of a rest from swimming.
Brian Fellows himself visited the South Moors this afternoon and saw 16 Brent offshore (another
message from Brian tells of 11 summering Brent seen by him in the Fishbourne Channell on Easter
Sunday - I saw another two on the Hayling shore south of Stoke Bay today) with 6 Great Crested
Grebe which were probably the first sighting of the small summer flock which may build here and in
Chalk Dock.
In Emsworth Brian found the Peter Pond Swan pair back at their nest site (from which the five eggs
were stolen by vandals recently) and heard both Sedge and Reed Warblers there. I also heard Reed
Warbler at Langstone Pond for the first time this year and at the Oyster Beds had my first definite
Whimbrel (call heard) with two Egrets there and another two at Langstone (both close to each other
like pairs). Further south on the Hayling west shore I came on 29 Turnstone with a couple of Dunlin
but other than some 50 Oystercatcher there was a noticeable shortage of waders. Back in the
Oysterbeds a pair of Little Tern were showing interest in the lagoon island and lone Redshank and
Oystercatcher were on the island, possibly with thoughts of nesting - also interested where three or
four pair of noisily displaying Black Headed Gulls. Both Common and Lesser Whitethroat were
heard in several places on Hayling and I added yet another singing Song Thrush to the list (this one
at the entrance to the Mill Rythe Holiday Camp)
TUE 25 APR
Long lists of seabirds were recorded today by watchers in the Keyhaven, Gosport and Hill Head areas
and not only were the numbers recorded higher than previously (e.g 169 Common Tern at Stoke's
Bay, Gosport with another 50 at Milford) but there are three newcomers to the lists - Black Terns
were seen at Stoke's Bay (2) and Milford (1), the first Hampshire Pom Skua was seen at Stoke's Bay
and also there 66 Arctic Skua were confidently reported.
Russell Wynn is having a two week local birding holiday and has been out on several days with Tim
Parminter, Marc Moody and others, with some of their best birds seen in the Milford/Pennington area
where today they had a reeling Grasshopper Warbler, 4 Red Throated Diver, 50 Gannets and 50
Common Terns with 20 Fulmar and 10 Arctic Skua plus a Shag and 2 adult Little Gulls. They
watched a Peregrine attacking the Common Terns and saw a single Sanderling, 2 Yellow Wagtail
and a Lesser Whitethroat. On Monday (Apr 24) they were in the Keyhaven area when they saw a
Peregrine catch a Pigeon and also noted 450 Bar Tails, 40 WHimbrel and 35 Knot. At sea they saw
4 Arctic Skua, 2 Red Throated and 1 Great Northen Diver and as well as a couple of Peregrine a
female/immature Merlin was still around and 30 Whitethroat were in the area. Russell was also at
Milford on Saturday (Apr 22) when there must have been a fall of migrants as they had a male Ring
Ouzel, a singing Nightingale, 25 Whitethroats, hundreds of Swallows and Martins. On that day they
noted 15 Egrets, 2 Buzzard, a Spotshank, a Common Sandpiper, 6 Wheatear and 4 Yellow Wagtail
as well as a Shag and 8 Eider. On the Saturday they also went to Dibden Bay and found 22

Whimbrel, 22 Wheatear, 3 Lesser Whitethroat and a Tree Pipit, and on Good Friday, back at Milford,
there was a single Little Gull, one Common Sand and a Redstart, while at Horsebridge in the Test
Valley Russell saw an escaped Harris Hawk with its jesses, but when he approached it the bird
shrieked and flew off.
This evening John Norton was seawatching at Hill Head with Peter Raby and Ian Calderwood plus Ian's
son and towards the end they watched a Barn Owl hunting over Tichfield Haven reserve. Before that
they saw the Avocet fly out to sea, then return to the Haven, and while they did not have any large
counts they had a good variety including one of the last Common Gulls still with us, a total of 19 Grey
Plover, a Sanderling, Ringed Plover (2) and a Dunlin plus two Common and one Sandwich Tern.
One bird which they did not see was the Spoonbill that has been at the Haven since Good Friday
(Apr 21) - I gather it was present today but not seen on the following day. On the pagers there is a
long list of seawatch sightings from Stokes Bay in the morning (possibly from Ian Calderwood?) and
it includes the Pom Skua, 2 Black Terns and 66 Arctic as well as 4 Little, 159 Common and 59
Sandwich Terns plus 7 Little Gulls, a Bonxie and 4 Arctic Skua
Among birds not mentioned above Colin Bates today had a Common Sandpiper on the thcen at
Bishopstoke and yesterday (Apr 24) Mike Collins saw an early Swift over the Chichester Lakes,
while Russell Wynn had three in the Test Valley on Easter Sunday (Apr 23). On Saturday (Apr 22)
Jonathan Mist had the first Hampshire Wood Warbler song at Pitts Wood in the New Forest (the
earliest I know of was at West Wittering on Apr 17) with more than 6 Redstart. Also on Saturday Apr
22 Nick Green, who was on Hayling for the Easter Holiday, noted a fall of Whitethroats on the island,
and on Easter Sunday Nick found at least four different Med Gulls.
Also on Easter Sunday Kevin Stouse watched a family of young Blackbirds leave their nest to parade
hungrily on his lawn, while David Parker's garden had the addition of a newly arrived pair of Blackcap
and, overhead, a dispute between 5 Buzzards,
MON 24 APR
Trevor Carpenter was at Hill Head this evening and saw 40 Bar Tailed Godwit flying east, and that was
about the most exciting bird movement of a quiet day (from Seaford we hear of just 3 Arctic Skuas
and 2 Bonxies). Reed and Sedge Warblers are now well established along the coast as are
Cuckoos, Whitethroats and Blackcaps in land, so Ian Thirlwell’s count of 5 Cetti's Warbler at Milton
and my first two Garden Warbler at Stansted probably deserve a mention as does Alistair Martin's
sighting of a Ruff at Sidlesham Ferry and a report of 10 Whimbrel and 8 Little Terns at Pennington.
At Emsworth the first Reed Warbler returned to the Peter Pond Reeds and there were 7 Greenshank
and 26 Blackwits in the harbour. At Pagham the Marsh Sandpiper seems to have vanished but the
Green Winged Teals can still be seen, one at Snow Hill (West Wittering) and the other at Pulborough
PLANTS:

SUN 30 APR
My eldest son and his family are away in Australia and I visited his house at Newtown (near Soberton)
today to cut the lawn. On the lawn was a good crop of Green Field Speedwell with its tiny. deep blue,
flowers. Above the lawn a Spreading Oleander was flowering (the same that has apparently
established itself on Hayling’s Sinah Common - though considering its position on the east wall of a
brick building that was probably an ammunition store for the anti-aircraft guns during the war, it may
well have been planted after the war to screen the brickwork and only subsequently become lost
among other bushes and brambles), and finally, in a flower bed, Purple Gromwell was flowering. I
see that the records of it to be found in the Hants Flora (at Hilsea Lines and at Droxford) indicate that
it is a garden escape but this is the first time I have knowingly seen it in a garden. On my way home
I stopped briefly in Fort Nelson carpark on Portsdown where the grass has a good show of Cowslips
but little else at the moment – though I was intrigued to see tall ‘snakes heads’ of Black Bryony
standing tall but unsupported on the short grass where the bushes on which they originally
scrambled up have been removed in the restoration of open grass downland here. One other plant
that was in flower here, though very inconspicuous, was my first Glaucous Sedge. Further along the
hill, near Fort Widley on the south face of the hill, several apple trees were in flower -–those are quite
common on the hillside, presumably the result of discarded apple cores thrown down the hill.
SAT 29 APR

I have seen a good display of Field Pennycress on the earth mound on Budds Farm playing fields this
spring but I missed the plants which the Evening Class Group spotted today at the south end of
Southmoor Lane, nor did I see the Sea Plantain which they found along the South Moors seawall.
The group also found Dove's Foot Cranesbill which is just beginning to become widespread in flower
and they enjoyed the bush of Duke of Argyll's Teaplant which is now covered with blossom
Two or three Elder trees in the Brockhampton area today had blossom, and the dangling clusters of
flowers on Sycamore tree were starting to open. On the South Moors the Divided Sedge is starting
to flower and the great mass of pretty purple flowers on the Duke of Argyll's Teaplant reminded me
that I saw the first flower on this bush on Easter Sunday (Apr 23) but did not mention it in these
notes. Similarly, when driving to towards Finchdean last Thursday (Apr 27), I noticed the first
Laburnum blossom in a Rowlands Castle garden. A chance find, when at Marlpit Lane near
Woodmancote in the evening to hear my first Nightingale, was Field Pepperwort, plants of which
were starting to flower on the bare earth bank on which I was standing.
THU 27 APR
I see that in last night's news I omitted to mention two things that I saw while cycling round Hayling
yesterday. Both were seen from the stretch of tarmac road that runs across Beachlands from the
fun-fair to the Inn on the Beach, though I was going in the opposite direction. The first thing that
caught my eye was a pink haze over much of the earth bank running between this road and the
skate-board park - that bank has I think been heavily seeded with wild and not so wild flower seed
but whatever the origin a delightful mass of pink Storks Bill has appeared this year. A little further
east, as I was passing the very last gorse bush on the north side of the road, I found a more subtle
blue-grey haze along the roadside edge on the north side, caused by the flowering of a million plants
of Cornsalad - no seeds yet so I could not be sure of the species.
Today's visit to the farm near Chalton which I visit each Thursday (though heavy rain forced me to miss
out last week) found a huge number of cowslips in flower along all the field edges which had
appeared in the fortnight since I was last there. In the wood I found my first flowering Woodruff of the
year but the best plant find was a small patch of Goldilocks Buttercup with all the petals intact on all
the flowers. There were a few more Early Purple Orchids than I had seen previously and I came on
one patch of Wild Strawberry as well as much Barren Strawberry. The Three Viened Sandwort was
flowering and Sanicle was pushing up flowerheads in many places. Much of the woodland flower is
completely covered with Dogs Mercury and it was interesting to come on half a dozen femal plants
among the millions of males. At one place a lot of Wood Millet was getting ready to flower and a few
plants of Wood Sedge were flowering. Back at the farm where I had parked the car I found a nice
patch of Green Field Speedwell with its tiny deep blue flowers (and in the woods I had come across
both Wood and Germander Speedwell in flower).
WED 26 APR
I normally cycle round Hayling on a Tuesday but the rain yesterday persuaded me to wait until today
when I was richly rewarded with at least 1000 Green Winged Orchids flowering on Hayling's Sinah
beach near Gunner Point. Also at Sinah the flowers are starting to open on the Spreading Oleaster
tree north of the Sinah Lake (the flowers on the nearby massive bush of Tartarian Honeysuckle are
beginning to go over). Two newly flowering plants today were Hairy Tare and Sand Catstail grass,
while the Round Leaved Cranesbill is adding colour all around the Sinah Common area and there is
more Spring Vetch to see in the dunes. On the shingle the Sea Kale is beginning to show developing
flower heads and more Common Vetch is in flower, while at the Oysterbeds I saw the first two
colourful flowers of Scarlet Pimpernel. More interestingly I found three plants of Borage flowering at
the Oysterbeds in places we had seen it last year and Geoff Butland found it out at the other end of
the island where the Wednesday evening walk was to take place along the Mengham Salterns.
Geoff and I both saw Common Fumitory flowering there and there is more of it by the roadside
immediately east of the Kench. I cycled round the Mengham Salterns route but could not find much
of interest - the English Scurvygrass is thriving along the edge of the creek from St Hermans Road to
the Fishery Lane lake, and there was a pretty clump of Hairy Buttercup at one point on the seawall
but not much more - probably the best sight in that area was the lovely colour of the leaves opening
on many Italian Poplars - they would have looked good in sunshine.
TUE 25 APR
John Goodspeed visited the Longcopse Early Purple Orchid site in the Southleigh Forest today and

reckoned there were at least 200 spikes in flower so if we get warm sunshine this comng weekend
there could be a full complement of 800+ spikes to be found in the following week or so.
MON 24 APR
A walk around Lyels Copse at Stansed today gave me my first view of Yellow Pimpernel flowering on
the damp tracks and also my first find of Bugle with flowers actually open. Before this I found Wood
Speedwell with its hairy stems and pale lilac flowers, along with Common Field, Ivy Leaved, Thyme
Leaved and the bold blue Germander Speedwell. Less impressive where the first tiny white flowers
of Three Veined Sandwort (Moehringia trinervia). Several Beech trees had their leaves out and
under them Herb Robert was starting to colour the ground pink
INSECTS:

SUN 30 APR
Mark Litjens was at Martin Down this morning and found the first Grizzled Skipper with many Brimstone
around the reserve, and he had a greater selection of butterflies (Brimstone, Orange Tip, Peacock,
Comma and Speckled Wood when he was a Whiteley Pastures in the afternoon, and it was here that
he saw his first Odonata species for the year - two Large Red Damsefly.
The black body of a St Mark’s Fly caught in a cobweb was my only new insect today (I saw none on the
wing). A couple of Brimstone and a scattering of Small Whites were my only butterflies.
SAT 29 APR
At Martin Down this morning Mark Litjens had his first Green Hairstreak of the year, reminding me that
it is three weeks since Phil Budd saw an exceptionally early specimen at Magdalen Hill Down on
April 8 and I have had no more reports of them until today. Also at Martin Mark had another single
Green Veined White plus one Speckled Wood and many Brimstone. At Bentley Wood there were
even more Brimstone (53 seen, 27 of them being female), together with 25 Peacock, 13 Orange Tip,
single Comma and single Speckled Wood (we all know there has been a glut of Commas that is now
on the wane but where are all the Speckled Woods?)
In today's hot sunshine the butterflies started to appear at midday and the first that I saw was a Green
Veined White on the shore outside Budds Farm sewage works (the first one I saw this year was
nearby on Budds Mound and I suspect the colony is based within the sewage works fence). Going
up the Brockhampton Stream I passed four Small Whites (one egg-laying) and on the South Moors
shore a Brimstone flew along the seawall. In the Havant section of the Hayling Billy Line Speckled
Wood, Brimstone and male Orange Tip were on the wing (singles of each) and another Brimstone
has been in my garden since. Also in my garden was my first damselfly of the year, a Large Red,
presumably just emerged from the pond next door though it was beginning to acquire a little colour
FRI 28 APR
This morning's post brought me the latest copy of that super magazine, British Wildlife, and one of the
articles made a point with which I'm sure we would all agree - that measuring the state of health of a
butterfly species by just counting the number of 10km squares in which it was observed (probably
several years ago) can mask the decline of the species until the very last individual disappears from
each 10km square. The article suggests that a better method (only applicable to those sedentary
species which restrict their flight to small patches of suitable habitat - but these are usually the ones
most at risk of extinction) is to find the sites where the butterflies occur, then measure the overall size
of the area in which they can be seen flying there, and finally to add together these areas to give a
'total occupied space' for the country. By repeating this measurement annually the one by one
disappearance of colonies, and the shrinking 'flight areas' of colonies in which the number of
butterflies is declining, will reveal their own story of the species decline (or of course growth). With
this in mind this evening's emails brought one from Andrew Brookes telling me that at a Hampshire
Butterfly Conservation committee meeting last night one item to emerge was a request to all butterfly
watchers to devote as much time as possilbe this summer in trying to find and assess numbers of
Purple Emperors, a species thought to be in a critical state of health in Hampshire at the moment. I
don't know if there will be special survey instructions issued but please make a note to record this
species carefully this summer and to ensure that the records get back to the right person (John
Taverner by default). I expect there will be more on this subject on the Hampshire BC website (link
to it from my What's New page).

THU 27 APR
A lunch time walk in lanes around Hursley village today gave Mark Litjens the pleasant surprise of 6
Small Tortoiseshell as well as more expected sightings of 5 Brimstone, 5 Orange Tip and a Comma.
Mark also saw just one Green Veined White, another species that is giving concern this year. This is
only the fifth that I have heard of:- I had one on Budds Mound on Apr 5, then none were seen until
Mark Litjens had one at Needs Ore on Apr 22 closely followed by Rob Edmunds with one at Fleet on
Apr 23 before I had another (possibly two) in Stansted Forest on Apr 24 with this current record from
Hursley being the fifth definite sighting.
In open woodland today I came on the expected Speckled Woods, Brimstones, Peacock and both male
and female OrangeTip but was a little surprised to see a fresh Red Admiral land on the ground near
me - possibly an early migrant on recent southerly winds, but possibly a fresh emergence from eggs
laid locally last autumn.
WED 26 APR
Holly Blues normally begin to appear from about March 10 and there are usually plenty in early April but
this year the only March report was of one seen in Portchester by a lady who did not know what it
was but said she saw a small blue butterfly around mid March. None were seen to my knowledge
from then until Easter Sunday when Andrew Brookes had one in his Portchester garden, and today I
have another report of one from Ken Hearne at Worthing - a long way from Portchester if these are
the only two and they are of opposite sexes. Despite warm weather and some sunshine I saw no
butterflies on Hayling today, nor have I heard of any since Easter Sunday when Andrew Brookes
found six Brimstone and and a Peacock in the Forest of Bere.
MON 24 APR
In Stansted Forest today I must have seen half a dozen beautiful male Orange Tips (one on Cuckoo
Flower, another on Herb Robert) and came on my first female of that species resting in the sun to
show me both her upper wing tips and part of the underwing. I also got close to a fresh Green
Veined White and may have seen another fly by. In the woods the only other butterflies were a
couple of Peacocks but back at home I found a Speckled Wood in my garden for the first time
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 29 APR
While picking litter on the Budds Farm shore this morning something fell from a large piece of plastic
sheeting and lay on the ground in the shape of a coiled bed spring. As I moved to see what it was the
shape changed gradually into the straighter body of a small copper coloured Slow Worm - my first
this year. It was small and thin, and I guess it was borne at the back end of last summer. On the thin
grass nearby was the first cluster of Fairy Ring Mushrooms (Marasmius oreades), one of the easier
species to identify, which reminds me that in yesterday's post I received a flyer for what is described
as a new quarterly magazine for those interested in the identification and study of wild fungi. It is
called Field Mycology and is published by Cambridge University Press. The cost for Volume 1 is £16
but as it is published quarterly I would want to check if that is the cost of the four issues that will come
out in the year or if it is the cost of each issue (I assume Volume 1 will have four parts but each issue
could be a 'Volume' costing you £64 a year). You can enquire by email to
journals_marketing@cup.cam.ac.uk or ring 01223-326070. The other thing that puzzles me is that
the British Mycological Society has had a similar and excellent members magazine for years and I
don't know whether that is being discontinued in favour of this new publication - all the flyer says is
that members of the BMS will get Volume 1 free (implying that next year they will have to pay for it on
top of their membership subscription)
MON 24 APR
Last Friday when Martin Rand was in the Upham area he watched a Stoat openly investigating a rabbit
warren and I guess other will enjoy similar sights in the near future as the Stoats are forced to work
overtime to fetch and carry food for their young.

BIRDS:

WEEK 16 APRIL 17 – 23
SUN 23 APR

Today's best sighting, reported on the Sussex website, was of a Marsh Sandpiper close to the Pagham
Harbour info centre at Sidlesham from to 3pm to 5:15pm this afternoon before flying out into the
harbour as the tide went out (not necessarily leaving the harbour). Also at Pagham a Ring Ouzel,
Short Eared Owl and (presumably offshore) Great Northern Diver were to be seen. Inland at
Arlington Reservoir 2 Leser Whitethroat arrived today.
Also in Sussex Alistair Martin was on Thorney Island this afternoon and saw what was probably an
Osprey flying east high over where the Thorney Road crosses the Little Deeps. 14 Little Egret were
seen near the Deeps, a Cuckoo was calling and both Whitethroat and Sedge Warbler were singing
In Hampshire the first large party of Whimbrel (40+) were seen passing Keyhaven by Steve Keen who
had a good list of birds in that area including singing Nightingale, summer plumage Slav Grebe and
Spotshank, plus 77 Black Tailed Godwit. Two Merganser were still present with 3 Greenshank and a
lone Sanderling. Over the water were 6 Little and 10 Common Tern and a count of 16 Egret seems
very good for the time of year. Coming east Colin Bates had 3 more Swifts at Bishopstoke and
watched a female Peregrine on an electricity pylon for a good half hour. Surprisingly he had a single
inland Whimbrel there. At Hook (Warsash) Trevor Carpenter saw a late Wigeon and a presumed
migrant Common Sandpiper along with 9 Eider offshore and several newly arrived migrants
(Cuckoo, Sedge and Reed Warbler plus Whitethroat and Swallow). At Titchfield Haven the
Spoonbill is still present but the Gosport Hoopoe has not been seen today
Easter Sunday began with a windless morning turning into a hot and sunny day that brought out the
best of the local wildlife - as well as some good birds I had an Orange Tip butterfly in the garden and
found Hawthorn trees covered with white flowers at Broadmarsh as if May had arrived early. My
birds started with the buzz of a passing House Martin high over my garden and by the time I had
fetched my binoculars a Swallow was going overhead. After giving the small birds time to complete
their channel crossing, assuming a dawn start, I cycled to Bedhampton and came on my first
Whitethroat at the water works before finding at least three more at Broadmarsh and Budds Farm.
At Broadmarsh Point at least three Little Tern were chattering, hovering and diving (I saw one with a
fish being chased by a gull) and at the south end of Southmoor Lane a Lesser Whitethroat was
rattling away, There were two smart male Wheatear on the South Moors and to end my quick circuit
I heard a Cuckoo singing in the grounds of Wade Court by the Lymbourne stream. Other birds worth
a mention were a noisy Blackcap singing and tucc-ing in my garden (a new arrrival) and two
Goldfinch flying over the garden which I mention because I heard at least four more at different
points round my circuit. By the Brockhampton stream two Goldcrest were singing against each other
(and another was singing in Langstone Mill Lane) and off Budds Mound were 14 Brent (probably
including the Pale Bellied but impossible to tell as they were swimming low in the water) with
another six Brent and a female Merganser (also staying with us?) at the mouth of the Langbrook. A
Swan pair is hanging around the mouth of the Langbrook once more, the nesting pair were on Budd
Farm pools but not sitting, there were 16 Swans off Broadmarsh slipway and I cannot see any sign of
the pair that normally nest on Bedhampton Mill Pool. Just one Swallow seen over Budds Farm and
ten Black Tailed Godwits standing in the rising tide with 15 Shelduck on the sea and a pair on the
pools.
SAT 22 APR
Seawatchers at Worthing today reported 115 Gannet (going west) and I think this is the first record of
such a large number this spring. With them were 3 Arctic Skuas and 2 Bonxies. Also in Sussex a fall
of Whitethroat was noted at Pulborough with more than 7 singing in the reserve while on Hayling
Alistair Martin heard two near the Oysterbeds (and a Cuckoo around Saltmarsh Copse further down
the Billy Line)
Late news from Friday (Apr 21) is of a Hobby passing through Norman Hunt's Winchester garden and
from Wednesday (Apr 19) we hear of a Grasshopper Warbler at Bourley (just south of Fleet) and of
a Honey Buzzard passing over Mallydams in Sussex (location unknown)
Mallydams must be some sort of bird hospital as the news of the Honey Buzzard comes with a note that
any large gulls (Great or Lesser Blackback or Herring) released by them after recovery to good
health are currently being fitted with yellow darvic rings having the letters AAA on them and anyone
who sees one of these gulls is asked to report the details to
Thompsons@mallydamswood.fsnet.co.uk to help with an assessment of survival rates of the
released birds.

A phone call from Dave Mead told me that his RSPB group had this morning heard at least two
Nightingales singing at Marlpit Lane (east of the Ems valley) and that he had been in the New Forest
last Wednesday and seen a pair of Crossbill with three juveniles.
HOSLIST messages today indicate a stepping up of migrant arrivals with a fall of 50+ Sedge Warblers
at the Lower Test today, along with 5 Reed Warbler, 10 Whitethroat, 1 Yellow Wagtail and 9 Swifts.
Paul Winter was at Nursling, a little way up stream, and added to that list from the reserve the first
male Whinchat, 1 more Swift and 1 Lesser Whitethroat, 2 Garden Warblers and a couple of Cuckoos
'mock fighting' (presumably between males rather than females fending off males in the manner of
boxing Hares?). Over at Titchfield Haven the Spoonbill is still present and new arrivals were
Grasshopper Warbler, Short Eared Owl and Marsh Harrier (at another coastal location there was
rumoured to be signs of Marsh Harrier nesting and if they do it will be for the first time since 1962). A
Hoopoe was seen on private land in Gosport and two Ravens were once more seen in the New
Forest (this time near Beaulieu Road station with Hobby and Crossbills in the same area). In the
north of Hampshire, at Anton Lakes, Andover, two Common Sandpiper were seen this morning
(presumably migrants but I do not know if birds have been wintering there) with 6+ Sedge Warbler
singing and with 50+ Sand Martins, 15 Swallows and 2 House Martins over the lakes.
Mark Litjens was on the west solent shore in windy conditions yesterday but saw Whimbrel moving east
and watched Common and Little Tern fishing as well as seeing a good number of House and Sand
Martins. Also yesterday John Goodspeed was on Portsdown and found the Stonechat pair back in
the 'childrens wood' area on the north brow of the hill between Fort Widley and the Churchillian pub,
while on Wednesday (Apr 19) there was a Whitethroat in scrub on the southern slope in front of Fort
Widley.
My outing today was to Harting Hill where I checked out the route for a Breeding Bird Survey in SU
7917 which I will undertake if Glynne Evans has had no other takers. Even in the afternoon there
was plenty of birdsong including three or four Song Thrush and at least half a dozen Willow Warbler
but I did not spot the Redstart or Turtle Dove that the downland hawthorn scrub might attract (I have
had both here in past years).
FRI 21 APR
Colin Bates seems to have had the honour of seeing the first Hampshire Swift over the River Itchen at
Basingstoke today and Peter Morrison reports that a Spoonbill has arrived at Titchfield Haven
(nowadays almost an expected visitor there at this time of year). At Pennington there may be slightly
more doubt about the identity of what is thought to have been a Marsh Sandpiper which seems to
have only stayed for half an hour (possibly a day tripper into Hampshire from Stanpit in Dorset?) this bird was reported on the pagers and one report said the bird was showing well, so presumably
some of the observers are sure of its identity. Paul Winter was in the Titchfield Haven shore area
and saw a first summer male Eider off Brownwich as well as three Common Tern along the Meon
shore (Peter Morrison reports four of them on the Meon scrape).
The Sussex website tells us that a Sardinian Warbler was seen at Roedean last night and again this
morning and at Beachy Head this morning there was a Subalpine Warbler. Over the sea there was
an Iceland Gull off Seaford yesterday and one over Brighton marina this morning (a Glaucous Gull
has also been at Brighton recently). Seawatchers at Selsey saw three Black Throated Divers
yesterday morning with 7 Little Gulls, 8 Arctic Skuas and a good movement of Terns, and two
Bonxies went past Seaford. At Church Norton on Thursday there was a Pied Flycatcher, a Short
Eared Owl and two Yellow Wagtails, and at Pulborough there were two Nightingales, a Garganey
and a Green Winged Teal.
THU 20 APR
The old Civil Service building opposite Basingstoke railway station is due for demolition in the near
future but the developers plans for the site may have to be put on hold for three months if a pair of
Peregrines that have been regularly seen in the area, and seen mating on a nearby IBM building, are
found to be nesting on the Civil Service building. There have been several reports of these falcons in
Basingstoke recently, and they have now hit the headlines of the Basingstoke Gazette, but no one
has yet found the nest. To confuse the situation there is a third Peregrine in the area. Watch this
space for the next episode of this 'cliff-hanger'.
Mike Jones was at Stockbridge Marsh this evening and found some interesting birds that may be
nesting there - a pair of Shelduck, a male Gadwall, and three Cetti's Warblers. He also heard a

Cuckoo, two Blackcaps and four Willow Warblers and saw a female Sparrowhawk
Brian Rickwood, who has been keeping us informed of the Basingstoke Peregrines, was by the River
Test at Polehampton (Overton) yesterday evening and saw a male Redstart and four Willow
Warblers (plus a Cuckoo near Whitchurch) with more than 50 Swallows and 30 Sand Martins in the
air there. Also yesterday the pagers reported another 50 Sand Martin at Petersfield (they will
hopefully be nesting in the West Heath sand quarries there) with at least one Reed Warbler and two
Willow Warblers, and today Kevin Stouse saw half a dozen House Martins and one Sand Martin over
the IBM Lake.
WED 19 APR
Our CBC visit to Warblington this morning gave Tony Gutteridge and myself some good birds as well as
a lovely morning with clear skies, bright sun and no wind. I started in the churchyard at 6am and had
two Goldcrest singing on oposites sides of the church, then found the cemetery full of Willow
Warblers which must have just arrived. While listening to their song I heard my first Cuckoo in the
distance moving along the shoreline, and it must have gone on west to Langstone as we never
refound it. The tide was out but the mud was almost deserted - just six Shelduck and a few Curlew
and Oystercatcher with a couple of Egrets plus a small number of gulls. Near Northney Marina a pair
of Swans were in the Sweare Deep channel making me wonder if they will attempt to nest on the
saltings behind the marina where they have done in the past (but not for several years). Back on
land I heard nothing special until I reached the thick hedge of what is thought to be the village street
of a long vanished hamlet. Here, where an old oak stands with dead branches and holes in which
tits nest, I thought I heard a Grasshopper Warbler, but the reeling was brief and seemed to come
from the tree rather than the hedge. I stood at the foot of the tree for several minutes and heard the
same brief reeling several times, always seeming to come from the tree above me and in the end I
decided it must be some call made by young birds in a hole nest (I even wondered if it could be a
Wryneck as I have heard that they make hissing noises like a snake to deter intruders from entering
their nest holes). When I got home and met up with Tony Gutteridge (who had done his half of the
farm independently) he told me he had definitely heard Grasshopper Warbler from a hedge about
100 yards from where I heard it - his bird was in the hedge and reeling more continuously - so I guess
that is what I must have heard and I suppose my headline should be "Birder fooled by Gropper
ventriloquist's wooden dummy". Tony had also encountered three separate Garden Warblers
(heard and seen) and watched the Kestrel pair together near the Castle Tower where they may nest.
On Aldsworth Pond the Swan pair have made a nest and are sitting (a pair used to nest here when the
islands had little vegetation but have not done so for many years as the two main islands are
covered with dense Willow growth, but this year they have used the higher third island). One of the
four resident Coot pairs had four chicks with them and a Mallard had seven ducklings. There were at
least six pairs of Tufted Duck (these are notoriously late nesters in my book - often lazing away the
spring and summer and only producing young at the end of July) and maybe seven pairs of Canada
Geese (no sign of the Greylag - has it gone back to Thorney with the others that spent last winter on
Thornham marshes?). The only other birds I saw were one Moorhen and a pair of Dabchick.
Alistair Martin was on the Hayling Billy trail today and spotted a lone Whimbrel off the west shore of
Hayling with some ten Brent (presumably summering) on the saltings half way down the west shore.
Overhead he heard the mewing of a Med Gull and saw two of them flying over.
Nick Mills has seen one family of 4 Lapwing chicks at Hook (Warsash) where three other pairs are still
sitting, At the IBM Lake Kevin Stouse watched a Hobby fly past only feet from his office window, and
out around the site he came on 4 Whitethroat, 1 House Martin and a soaring female Sparrowhawk.
Over at Chichester lakes Brian Fellows was surprised to find the female Long Tailed Duck still
present and looking smart, and also pleased to find 12 Common Tern back for the summer - while at
Chichester Brian bumped into Steve Hooper who had just seen a Lesser Whitethroat and had heard
of a Grasshopper Warbler at West Dean woods. Also out in Sussex Geoff Butland heard his first
Cuckoo on Levin Down and over at Ampfield Martin Rand saw a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker in
woods east of Emer Bog.
TUE 18 APR
The Sussex website passes on a message from Graham Roberts saying that his tower block Pergrines

in Brighton are now sitting on three eggs, and Nick Mills tells me that in Scotland one pair of White
Tailed Eagles on Mull have hatched chicks and the RSPB are allowing public viewing.
The pagers today reported many hirundines passing over Fleet Pond (120 Sand Martins, 100 House
Martins and 50 Swallows) and the Sussex website has a report from Seaford of one Arctic and two
Great Skuas, plus 2 Velvet Scoter. Following Chris Fairhead's sighting of a big herd of Swans
grazing meadows in the Wylye valley (and Dave Stone's account of these birds which he has been
studying for 25 years) we now have another report of a herd of about 40 Swans seen from the M27 in
the Moorcourt Farm section of the Test just north of the motoray and I wonder if anyone can give us
more detail of this flock. I see the Birds of Hampshire refers to a Timsbury flock, but they would be
above Romsey, so I wonder if these are the birds often seen at Eling Great Marsh. Another
interesting point is whether these birds stay on the meadows for their summer moult or make the
more usual journey south to moult on open water where they feel safer. Back in Portsmouth Brian
Fellows found little of interest at Baffins Pond (the Shoveler have all left, Moorhen have chicks, and
one Banacle Goose was AWOL) but at the Milton Lakes he found his first 2 Whitethroat with 4 Cetti's
and 4 Sedge Warblers and saw two pairs of Swans and one of Reed Bunting that are expected to
nest there.
On Sunday evening, when Paul Winter was hearing hist first Nightingale by the River Test, Pete Potts
tells me there was another singing in the Royal Victoria Country Park at Netley, and on the same day
(Sun 16 Apr) a male Pied Flycatcher was seen by the Itchen Navigation. On the Sussex website I
see that the first Turtle Dove was heard on Mon 17 Apr at Whiteway Bottom (near Brighton??) and
the first Wood Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat were at Snow Hill (West Wittering). Back on Sun 16
Apr there were 2 Osprey at Arlington Reservoir and 4 Common Tern at Chichester, while
seawatching at various places produced 25 Little Gulls, 32 Arctic Skua adn 5 Bonxies, 17 Divers, 26
Whimbrel, 2 Manx Shearwater and 1 Glaucous Gull (plus 123 Common Scoter, 44 Merganser and
49 Brent). Even earlier news from Apr 14 comes from Broadwater Forest - I cannot find the Forest
in the Sussex bird report gazetteer and the only Broadwater I can find is a suburb of Worthing which
is an unlikely place to find 23 Crossbill including this year's young, 7 Tree Pipit, a pair of Woodlark, 2
pairs of Redpoll and 15 pairs of Siskin.
Following the plea from Pete Potts to let him have all reports of colour ringed Godwit while he is at their
nesting site in Iceland I now have an email address for him in Iceland which is supposed to get to
him. It is tgg@hi.is Pete would obviously like to have the details there so he can check the journey
times of new arrivals but I would suggest copying your messages to his home address (
ppotts@compuserve.com )
Cycling to Hayling and back today in wind and rain I did not see many birds but at Langstone pond I
heard the mewing of Med Gull overhead and looked up to see three birds all looking much the same
but the rain prevented me getting a good look at them. On the west Hayling shore I could only see
one lonely Brent and one Egret, though there was a pair of Shelduck in one of the West Lane fields.
At Gunner Point there must have been at least ten Sandwich Tern and two Swallows flew over the
Mengham shopping centre. Two more Song Thrush went on my list when I heard them at Stoke
Common, and the bird on the open space south of Northney marina was once more singing strongly.
I saw one Thrush on the pony fields north of Wade Court and heard that one bird in that area had
been killed (probably by flying into a window) at the Old Farmhouse.
MON 17 APR
Today's best news for birders in the Havant area was the return of at least two singing Nightingales at
Marlpit Lane and Ractonpark Wood (both in Sussex just east of the Ems valley). These were Brian
Fellows' reward for braving the strong wind this evening to check out these sites - he did not make
the longer trek on foot to the Stansted site where there could be five birds singing later in the season,
some of which could have returned tonight. The most surprising thing about the Marlpit Lane site is
that it has very little cover for the birds, just two scruffy hedgerows with a mixture of tall trees and
bushes, the rest of the site being open land already partly used as a gravel quarry and with plans to
extract lots more gravel (there have been angry demonstrations by Sussex residents against this
extension of the workings and the predicted increase in lorry traffic and noise). Despite this the birds
keep coming back each year and there may well be three pairs there this summer again.
......Earlier in the day Brian had found that both Coot pairs on the Emsworth Slipper Mill pond had
hatched chicks and there were still 12 Egrets standing on the Eames Farm field north of their roost.

The Peter Pond Swans were still present but have abandoned their nest after all five eggs were
stolen and smashed by vandals and the Little Deeps Swans are sitting comfortably in safer
surroundings. Back on Peter Pond it is not only vandals that bring disaster - with the water level
continuing to rise as rain swells the river, which is unable to flow freely into the harbour because the
Slipper Mill lock gates are shut, the Coot pair are struggling to keep the top of their nest above water
by continually adding sticks to it.
Todays pager news includes a report of 5 Shelduck at Fleet Pond - these may be just young
non-breeding birds exploring the hinterland of the coast where they have spent the winter, but if they
are thinking of breeding this far inland it would be a very unusual (though not unprecedented)
occurrence. These birds do regularly breed up to ten miles inland, particularly in the New Forest and
Avon valley, but Birds of Hampshire has only five records of successful breeding further inland at
four sites (Farley Mount, Winchester sewage farm, Marsh Court and Stratfield Saye) and there is no
comment on whether any of the ducklings ever made it to maturity. Also on the pagers is news of a
pair of Garganey and 20 Swallows at Fleet Pond, a summer plumagedSlav Grebe at Pennington
where the Great Spotted Cuckoo is still present. Just outside Hampshire in Surrey at Hankley
Common (four miles south east of Farnham) a male Pied Flycatcher was seen (only the second I
have heard of after one at Selsey on Apr 10), and in that same area were a Cuckoo, a Redstart and
several Brambling.
The Sussex website today carries news of a Corncrake heard at Shoreham airport last Saturday (Apr
15) and of a Wryneck seen in a garden at Steyning from Thursday (Apr 13) to at least Saturday. At
Cuckmere on Friday (Apr 14) an Osprey flew in from the sea and on the same day a female Merlin
flew in at Selsey. Birds passing Selsey on that day included 8 Little Tern, 20 Common Scoter, 2
Brent and 1 Arctic Skua, all going east Only 2 Gannet and 1 Fulmar were seen. At Church Norton on
Apr 14 there were 20 Willow Warbler (with another 5 at Sidlesham and 3 at Selsey) with 5 Whimbrel
and 6 Knot, and at Sidlesham Ferry 3 Avocet and 1 Common Sandpiper were seen with a male
Redstart in a Selsey garden.
An interesting phone call this evening came from a lady living on Hayling who was passing on news of
a huge owl seen by a friend of hers earlier today. The lady who saw it had a good view through a
telescope and says that it did not have the ear tufts of an Eagle Owl but looked very like the
illustration she has of a Great Grey Owl. It was seen somewhere in the Gutner/Woodgason Lane
area and seemed to have its eye on a rabbit but did not pounce. All further news of such a bird will
be most welcome.
PLANTS:

SUN 23 APR
The recent rain and hoped for sunshine at the start of May should bring us a great mass of wildflowers
in 'wayside and woodland' and I can already see the start of this as Hedge Garlic opens generally
hereabouts and Red Campion plants stand tall but flowerless. By Harts Farm Way at Broadmarsh
today three or four Hawthorn trees were already covered with white blossom, Field Maples have
their less conspicuous flower, and two or three plants of Beaked Hawksbeard held up a mass of
yellow flowers. In the overflow sluice at the Bedhampton water works the Stream Water Crowfoot
now has a thick carpet of white flowers (and when the water level in the Hermitage Stream falls
enough to expose the gravel banks we will soon see the yellow carpet of Buttonweed flowers in what
is, I think, still its only Hampshire colony)
THU 20 APR
The walks organised for the Havant district of Hampshire Widlife Trust by Geoff Butland's group of
leaders are enjoyed by many on long warm Wednesday evenings each summer, and despite the
absence of the sun last night the first walk of the season saw a good selection of wild flowers in
Lowtons Copse at Clanfield. Those who turned out saw Early Purple orchid in flower, Twayblade in
bud and Woodruff in flower with plenty of other delights such as the Wood Anemones and Bluebells
(and hopefully the Goldilocks buttercups) - and as a bonus there was the unusual sight of a Common
Morel toadstool. Don't forget that details of these and other walks appear on this website both in the
What's New page Imminent Events and on the separate Walks programme page.
WED 19 APR
While doing my part of the bird census at Warblington this morning I walked the marshy SSSI field east

of the cemetery as usual and noticed two newly flowering plants which I think were Black Sedge and
Hairy Buttercup (plenty of the Sedge but only one very early specimen of the buttercup). Later in the
morning I was in the Wood Pasture section of the Ladies Walk at Stansted Forest and was pleased
to see how many wild flowers are thriving there as a result of clearance of some trees and lots of
scrub - the Common Dog Violets and Ground Ivy were numerous everywhere with Primroses,
Cuckoo Flower, Barren Strawberry, Crosswort and Greater Stitchwort scattered everywhere and the
western bank of the valley immediately north of the wood pasture fence was thick with primroses. I
went on to check the Early Purple orchids at the southern site in Stansted and found 54 already
flowering (but none of the Bugle growing nearby was yet out). The Lesser Periwinkle in Pitts Copse
is still flowering nicely and in that area I found my first example of Southern Woodrush in flower.
Martin Rand was at Emer Bog today, finding his first Germander Speedwell (always a delight) by the
side of Pound Lane and then finding masses of Common Cottongrass flowering in the bog with
Great Tussock Sedge and Heath Woodrush. Water Horsetail was shooting, Narrow Buckler and
Lady Ferns were unfurling, and Bogbean was in bud.
TUE 18 APR
Unlike Cow Parsley, this years crop of Hogweed has not yet started flower widely but I found one plant
out by the Hayling Billy track today on my way to Gunner Point where I counted 18 flowering spikes
of Green Winged orchid (possibly another 4000 to come). Spring Vetch had its first tiny flowers on
show here and the patch of Shepherd's Cress was at its best south of the minature golf course. At
Black Point the first leaves of Sea Holly were showing through the sand with Sea Rocket and Annual
Wallrocket flowering nearby with a newcomer that will soon be extremely common - Beak
Hawksbeard. Another first flower that will soon be a very common sight was Horse Chestnut (in St
Leonard's Ave). A couple of weeks back I found a well established plant of Musk Storksbill on the
roadside of South Road, and today I found many more plants of this stretching along the pavement
on the west side of Westfield Ave and South Road from the gateway of 15 Westfield Ave north to a
house called La petite haven in South Road.
INSECTS:

SUN 23 APR
Today's sunshine brought a male Orange Tip into my garden where it made a pretty sight resting with
open wings among the mass of bluebells now flowering. The only other butterfly seen was a single
Small White
Today at Fleet Rob Edmunds not only saw the expected Orange Tip and Brimstone but also his first
Green Veined White, giving me some re-assurance that these butterflies have not become extinct
but are just late in emerging this year.
SAT 22 APR
I know that many people are shy of communicating their sightings unless they are thought to be of
rarities but those who do pass on news of ordinary species not only help to record the overall picture
of wildlife in the official records with their reports to the county recorders but also give their fellow
observers throughout the county a feel for the 'big picture' of events day by day. News from Mark
Litjens of a single Green-Veined White seen at Whiteley Pastures (Botley Woods) yesterday
afternoon brought this thought to my mind as it is the very first time I have heard of this species since
my own close sighting of one on Apr 5. In recent years there have been plenty of them about from
late March and I wonder if, like the Holly Blue, some disaster has struck them this year? At Whiteley
yesterday Mark also saw 2 Peacock, 3 Small White and 2 Brimstone.
FRI 21 APR
Rob Edmunds found a Peacock battling with the breeze by the Basingstoke Canal at Winchfield today
and last Wednesday, in much warmer and sunnier weather, saw three Brimstones in Fleet
WED 19 APR
Recent cold, wet and windy days have not destroyed all the butterflies which emerged in March and
today I had two Small White in the garden, and Orange Tip, Peacock, Brimstone and Speckled
Wood at Stansted while Tony Gutteridge had the best of the day - a Small Tortoiseshell at
Warblington. While at Stansted I saw something which I have never seen before - a pair of Bee Flies
flying back to back like a 'push-me-pull-you'. They landed on a leaf near me and it seemed that the
smaller male was unable to break free - he several times attempted to fly off but could not though the

female eventually let him go.
Today Mark Litjens took a lunchtime walk by the River Itchen at Shawford where he saw 9 Brimstone (2
of them females), 5 Comma, 2 male Orange Tip and 1 Small White
Last Sunday (Apr !6) Chris Fairhead was in Stansted Forest and saw singles of Peacock, Comma and
Orange Tip
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 22 APR
Stephen Harwood tells me that last Wednesday (Apr 19) a bat was seen hunting over a pond at
Liphook at 2pm (the bat was in shade). I suspect this was a Pipistrelle that was finding insects above
the water rather than a Daubenton's skimming the surface, and I would not be surprised to hear of
such a sighting on a sunny day in the winter when the bats wake up just long enough to stretch their
limbs, void their bowels and fill their stomachs before returning to sleep for another couple of weeks.
I know little of the habits of bats but I would have thought that at this time of year, with reasonably
high temperatures and plenty of flying insects, the bats would have shaken off their drowsiness and
be active on most nights when the weather permits (a bit like butterflies which have emerged from
hibernation but still have to sleep for days at a time when the weather would damage them should
they try to fly). So I wonder if anyone can fill us in on this subject and answer the question - do bats
remain in the hibernating state right through the spring until the weather is warm enough for us to
see them at dusk each night (maybe not until June), just coming out for few hours on good days
interspersed with continuing weeks of sleep? or are they active each night now and it is only
because we prefer to stay indoors that we do not see them?
THU 20 APR
The first Wednesday evening walk led by members of the Havant District of Hampshire Wildlife Trust
was held at Lowtons Copse north of Clanfield last night (see Plants page), and the surprise item on
their list was a Common Morel toadstool. No one picked it for the pot but this species is edible as
well as the Edible Morel (they look very similar but the Edible species has thin, sharp edged ridges
separating its 'honey-comb' pores while the ridges of the Common Morel are broader and blunter)
WED 19 APR
Seawatchers at Seaford on Apr 16 saw 2 Bottle Nosed Dolphin as well as the passing birds. Other
spring finds on our local shores are the first cuttlefish bones, and the empty case of Whelk eggs
(those fistsized roundish white balls of empty eggcases that are washed up on the shore
everywhere).
There is at present a large bunch of 20 or 30 Fallow does in Stantsed Forest, usually to be found in the
Ladies Walk area. Last Sunday, Chris Fairhead tells me, they decided to cross the road when it was
busy with cars. No harm came to anyone but in the general melee the deer stopped the traffic for
several minutes. Later that day, in a quieter part of the forest, Chris saw a Roe Buck with its antlers
ready for action, free of velvet.
WEEK 15 APRIL 10 - 16
BIRDS:

SUN 16 APR
Paul Winter celebrated his birthday today with the sound of Nightingale song heard somewhere along
the Test Way, and so far as I know this is the first report of one in Hampshire this year.
Cuckoos have also arrived in force with several reports - the one I like best is from Lynn Fomison who
was woken by one at 6.30 am this morning. Later in the day Martin Rand heard two different birds in
the Linwood Valley near Ringwood, and there was one at Titchfield Haven today and one at Lower
Test yesterday, five days after Phil Lord had the first Hampshire bird at Abbotswood near Romsey.
Hobbies are also now with us - today 3 arrived at Titchfield Haven and another had a brief encounter
with two Buzzards Phil Lord was watching over Baddesely Common. The first Hobby in Hampshire
was at Keyhaven on Apr 10 (seen by Tony Hale) and in Sussex one was seen on Apr 3.
A wave of Swallows, House Martins, Sand Martin, Reed and Sedge Warblers also arrived this weekend
and there have been more reports of Willow Warblers (Phil Lord now has 9 on Baddesley Common,
I heard at least three in Havant Thicket today and Brian Fellows had on at Old Winchester Hill today)

and Whitethroats.
Whimbrel are apparently starting to move along the shore with reports yesterday of 4 at Hurst Spit and
3 at the mouth of the R Hamble, and today Paul Winter had 3 flying east past Hurst Castle.
One of the more important migrants which has also turned up this weekend is Little Tern with 2 or 3
seen at Milford/Hurst yesterday (Apr 15) - none so far reported in Langstone Harbour
The big flock of Golden Plover that has been staying on at Romsey has apparently now left - there were
18 birds still present on Apr 13, just 5 yesterday and none to be seen today.
Possibly the last Fieldfare (40+) were seen near Broughton by Martin Rand yesterday, but 3 Brambling
are still visiting a North Baddesley garden today.
Definitely departed this life is the Slav Grebe which has been giving interest to visitors to Titchfield
Haven and Hill Head. There seemed to be some doubt as to whether it was fit to migrate but today
the debate was closed when it was too late to swim out with the ebbing tide and tried to make its way
to the deep water over an extensive area of water too shallow for it to dive. Seeing its inability to
escape them two Great Blackbacks closed in on it and literally tore it in two.
Kevin Stouse had a good morning for the walk he led from Broadmarsh around Farlington Marshes,
and the party saw a total of 56 species. Most spectacular was a close up of a Peregrine being
mobbed by a Crow - the Peregrine then put up more than 60 Black Tailed Godwit. 3 Yellow Wagtail
were seen, also one White Wagtail, and Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Blackcaps and three
Whitethroats were on the list. Eight Brent, presumably summering, were at the deeps.
After many birders have seen and reported the Great Spotted Cuckoos presence we at last have two
people who have looked at it closely enough to report that it is a first summer bird. I saw this in
messages from Paul Winter and Alistair Martin today - Alistair says >> it still has traces of the bronze
colour on some flight feathers and the head still has a considerable amount of black on it, particularly
around the ear coverts. << The only other comment on its status that I have seen was from John
Collman, who said >> The Cuckoo is a fine sight, but I got the impression that all is not well with it. <<
but I must be missing out on some crucial info as I cannot understand what Alistair is referring to
when he says >> I wish more of them would come this way every year and help to cut down the
Magpie breeding rate <<
On Tuesday (Apr 18) Pete Potts and five others will be airborne heading for Iceland where they will
spend three weeks monitoring Black Tailed Godwits in their breeding area. Last year the shortest
time between a sighting of a ringed bird here and its arrival in Iceland was 2.5 days, and Pete would
love to have proof of a shorter journey time so he is putting out a special plea for all birders on the
Hampshire coast to make a special effort in the next couple of weeks to record the exact time and
place of all colour ringed Black Tailed Godwit that they can find, and to let Pete have the details asap
(you can email to him at PPotts@compuserve.com and he may be able to receive the messages in
Iceland - if not they will be waiting on his return)
While on the subject of people on the move he may remember that on Apr 5 I passed on news from
Brian Fellows of John Badley's new job as RSPB Warden at Frampton Marshes near Boston on the
Wash, and said that I did not know of any replacement for him as warden of the Langstone Harbour
islands. Today I met someone who said they had heard that Chris Cockburn (whom most of you will
have met as voluntary assistant warden at Farlington Marshes) has been given the job for this
summer on a short term contract with the RSPB. I cannot vouch for the truth of this but if it is true I
will be the first to congratulate Chris.
In late afternoon with the tide at its lowest I checked for Brent Geese from Budds Mound but could not
see the large flock of 50+ that were there last night. With so much mud exposed and with bait diggers
disturbing the birds the flock may still have been present but all I could see were two clusters with six
Dark Bellied Brent in each plus the family of six Pale Bellied Birds, the latter fairly close to Budds
Mound and between it and the east end of North Binness. Distantly in Chalk Dock there seemed to
be another dozen Brent but I could not be sure what they were. The Common Sandpiper, and what
was probably one sleeping Green Sandpiper, were at the back of the landward pool of Budds Farm.
Earlier, in morning sunshine, I heard at least three Willow Warbler back on territory in the southern
edge of Havant Thicket, and in Hammond's Land Coppice heard several Blackcap singing. I spent
some time trying to get a view of one of them as I thought it might be a Garden Warbler but I'm
almost certain is was a Blackcap, despite its rapid chattering song with very little variation in pitch, as
it several times ended a burst of Garden Warbler like song with much more melodious notes, and

from what I remember of Garden Warblers their song ends abruptly (like that of a Dunnock which I
think of as akin to a musical box - you open the box and the song starts at full speed instantly and
you close the box to shut off the song at any point with no special ending). On the Gipsies Plain at
Rowlands Castle I thought the pair of Stonechats which have been in along the fence line above the
'orchid ditch' all winter had now gone as there was only a pair of Linnet at that point but I then found
them a couple of hundred yards away on the main east west track across the plain. Four more new
Song Thrushes for the survey went on my list today - two in Hammonds Land Coppice, one in the
fringe of Havant Thicket behind the old Rectory near the Staunton Arms, and another in scrub below
the frontage of Fort Purbrook (west end) on Portsdown.
SAT 15 APR
Brian Fellows has heard that youths have stolen all five eggs from the Swans nest on Peter Pond at
Emsworth, and it seems that the Swans had abandoned the nest last Friday (Apr 14). Also on Friday
Brian saw the first Coot chick on the Slipper Mill pond and watched 2 Sandwich Tern in Emsworth
Harbour
A brief look at Aldsworth Pond this afternoon found it alive with Swallows and House Martins, at a
guess at least 20 Swallows and 10 House Martins, but maybe a lot more. A pair of Swans were on
the pond with ten Tufted Duck, a few Mallard and the usual Coot, Moorhen and Little Grebe. There
were 11 Canada Geese on the west field but no Greylag in sight. A Kestrel hovered briefly
overhead. Later, at Budds Mound, I looked down on 57 Brent, six of which were Pale Bellied
(presumably the family that has been in the area all winter), with two Egrets still working the shore
among lots of gulls. On the Budds Farm Pools one Swan was, for the first time this spring, sitting on
a nest in the usual place (half way along the bank separating the two pools that have water) and the
Canada Goose pair were at their nest on the seaward island. In total there were 19 Tufted Duck, 3
Shelduck and 2 Teal with Moorhen, Coot and Little Grebes. At the back of the landward pool I
watched three Sandpipers - two were Green but one (slightly smaller and with a paler breast and
'half-collar') was Common.
FRI 14 APR
Kevin Stouse tells me that the Little Egret which frequents the IBM Main Reception area at North
Harbour is still to be seen there while a single Great Crested Grebe is a regular sight on the lake.
The Grebe is hopefully the mate of a sitting bird, and it is just possible that the Egret also has family
ties as the IBM site is less than 5 km from the Gosport MoD site where Egrets have nested for the
past two years (the Heronry there appeared on BBC TV South Today recently). The choice of the
IBM site for fishing is a good one for a hungry bird with several mouths to fill as small fish are brought
to the bird on a watery equivalent of a conveyor belt. There are plenty of small fish in the main lake,
and water from that lake is sucked up by an Archimedes screw to fill the Main Reception lake which
is some six to ten feet above the main lake level, and from the small higher lake the water flows
along a shallow outlet channel (by which the Egret stands waiting for the flow to bring it food) before
disappearing down a pipe the empties into the canal system around the site, maintaining a flow in
that system that could otherwise soon become stagnant. The inlet to the Archimedes screw has a
grill to stop large items and large fish from entering, but no doubt plenty of the small fry that the Egret
is after get through.
I was not entirely serious in my recent sugestion that someone should capture the male Black Swan at
Emsworth and take it to the lonely female Black Swan in the Romsey area so that these birds could
lead less frustrated lives. Now Ed Griffiths has a much better idea which is to organize a nationwide
round-up of all escaped wildfowl and to return them all to the collections from which they have
escaped. I can see the benefit both to the King of Spain (removing his worries of impotence should
his national bird, the White Headed Duck, become emasculated by interbreeding with those Ruddy
Duck) and to all those birders who like to be able to tick the birds they see in the field without worries
as to their eligibility for listing (Ed thinks that, as one example, a couple of Garganey that have been
seen on the Aylesbury area originate in a collection that is kept free swimming on the Aylesbury
canal basin). Now this may sound an impractical project but I suggest that two pieces of modern
technology could make it practical. The first is the pistol fired net which we saw being used by the
police to capture the Eagle Owl at Farnborough railway station - it should be easy to get close
enough to these semi-tame wildfowl to net them with one shot - and the second is the electronic tag

used to keep offenders within set limits. Surely a version of this could be developed to overcome the
problems of wing growth after pinioning which allow the birds to escape - they could be set to deliver
a nasty electric shock to the bird if it attempted to go outside a pre-set area. Maybe this would not
solve the problem of Cockatiels and Dark-eyed Juncos, and maybe our technology is not as efficient
as we like to think and birders will continue to have to exercise their judgement for a few more years
until every bird in the world can be microchipped to give an instant id of its species and provenance
- no need for heavy scopes then - just a wrist watch sized electronic detector with a display giving the
birds name in the language of your choice (and able to pick up birds in the heavy fog that causes a
fall of innumerable species along the coast).
Looking at today's pager news it seems that some of my ideas have already been taken up as I see that
there was a summer plumaged Slave Grebe at Pennington today as well as the Great Spotted
Cuckoo and the Stanpit Marsh Sandpiper
David Parker tells me that a single Siskin has been coming to the feeder in his garden for the past four
consecutive days, and that this is the first time he has seen one in the year which he had lived at
Forestside. He also comments on the change in the number and species now visiting his garden
compared with a month or so back, now that we are into the breeding season. Putting two and two
together one wonders if the Siskin is one of a pair nesting locally.
Looking from Budds Mound this evening I counted 71 Brent where I expected less than the 32 seen
there last night. Although these flocks are unusual in Langstone Harbour in April I see that in recent
years large numbers (500 or more) could be expected to remain at Needs Ore until mid-May and
perhaps what has happened this year is that, instead of flying non-stop along the channel coast from
Needs Ore, those birds are moving earlier but more slowly along the coast, and if so it would be
interesting to her reports from other places where they might be expected to stop off. While on
Budds Mound I noted that one pair of Canada Geese are now sitting at Budds Farm pools having
forced their way into the thick vegetation on the westmost island where they have made a nest. One
Swallow flew over while I was there, and earlier in the afternoon I heard the chattering of at least two
near Pyle Farm at Horndean where they still nest each year so these may have been birds rejoicing
that their travels were over for a time.
THU 13 APR
Pager news of an Osprey flying north over the M27 near Totton today, together with a report on the
Sussex website of two at Weir Wood Reservoir (north of Haywards Heath), may indicate the start of
the main northward flow of these birds.
The Great Spotted Cuckoo was still being seen at Pennington today and various birders who saw it,
including John Collman, reported other birds of interest there. The list included 3 Slav Grebes and 1
Spotshank (all approaching full summer plumage), 2 Ruff, single Wheatear and Green Sandpiper,
four Little Egret and 5 White Wagtails (one of which was singing). Nearby up the Avon near Sopley
were 11 Egrets and a singing Cetti's Warbler, and at Stanpit Marsh the Marsh Sandpiper was still
showing. Late news for Apr 12 from Titchfield Haven was of a Merlin and one Slave Grebe (still the
tame, lame one?)
In case anyone is wondering where they can find the book analysing the Buzzard and Med Gull calls
which I implied Brian Fellows had been 'reading' I can tell you that Brian has still to write it. The
analysis was in fact his own conclusions after running a program which produces 'sonagrams' from
sound recordings, using sounds of the two birds which Brian already had on CD-ROM.
This morning I did not expect to see many birds on the farm fields near Chalton but I did find two Song
Thrushes singing strongly at midday - there seems no way to predict the time of day that they will
choose to sound off for five or ten minutes before they fall silent - and I saw the big Linnet flock of
over 100 birds (seen here last week) investigating a newly sown field, presumably finding some
exposed seed. A couple of Blackcaps, new on the scene, were singing as was the Nuthatch and
Marsh Tit in the wood, but these were interrupted by the mewing of a Buzzard. Emerging from the
wood perhaps a quarter hour later I again saw the Buzzard and this time it provoked a flock of 50
plus Fieldfare into chattering - I had walked under the trees in whose top branches they were
perched without attracting their attention and would have missed them had it not been for the
Buzzard. Back in Havant I made a quick trip to Budds Mound and saw at least 30 Brent still on
Langstone Harbour at high tide, and once more a couple of Sandwich Tern flew by.
WED 12 APR

The Great Spotted Cuckoo is presumably still finding hairy caterpillars at Pennington as it was still there
at dusk this evening. Yesterday (Apr 11) birders visiting that area also had a Common Whitethroat,
a Spotted Redshank, 3 Slav Grebe and 5 Egrets among the other birds to be seen. Nearer home the
Brent are still reluctant to leave Langstone harbour and the 40 geese which I saw in Chalk Dock last
night were off the South Moors at dusk tonight. Brian Fellows saw this party of 40 at midday today
and yesterday he saw just 2 in Eastney Lake near the Hayling Ferry (where there was also a single
Grey Plover to remind him that they are now uncommon birds in Langstone Harbour except at the
high tide roosts)
......Also yesterday, Brian Fellows made his round of Portsmouth locations with nothing special to report
other than that a count of only 46 Mallard at Baffins Pond is very low for this time of year and may
reflect the 'body count' of those that died of botulism at the pond last summer. The pond is now in the
best of health and work to improve it is still in progress.
Mike Rafter was in Bramshaw Wood yesterday (Apr 11) and heard 2 singing Tree Pipits - no one has
reported these since a couple arrived on April 1 when Tony Blunden had one in the New Forest and
Simon Colenutt heard one near Aldershot. Mike also had a male Redstart and these are still arriving
(two flew in at Selsey on Sunday Apr 9) but he was really searching for Hawfinch - all sightings are
needed for this year's Hawfinch survey.
Among many interesting pieces of news on the Sussex website this evening is an observation of a
Mistle Thrush family, with three young already just out of the nest, feeding on the grass alongside a
male Ring Ouzel. That was on Monday (Apr 10) when a separate female Ring Ouzel was seen along
with a male Redstart, another Cuckoo, two more Whitethroats and 3 male Nightingales. On the
Sunday (Apr 9) the first Pied Flycatcher arrived at Selsey with 2 Redstarts and the Green Winged
Teal was still at Snowhill and the Kentish Plover at Church Norton that evening (a male Kentish
Plover was reported from Rye on Apr 10). Two Common Sandpiper were at Rye Harbour on Apr 7
and could be early migrants but there is no comment to that effect. Winter birds still in Sussex
included seven Fieldfare on Apr 9 and three Brambling on Apr 10. The last item to date tells of a
Manx Shearwater off Selsey Bill on Apr 11 when a Short Eared Owl flew in from the sea.
A couple of messages this evening are about strange bird sounds, especially the noise made by a Jay
and heard by Chris Fairhead in the Isle of Wight - he describes it as a cross between a horse
neighing and a small internal combustion engine and believes this must be the bird's song (though I
can hardly credit such a raucous bird with having a song). Pleasanter sounds are described by Brian
Fellows who picked up my comments on the mewing of Med Gulls and said he has read that that
sound is very similar to the mewing of a Buzzard - the differences between the two birds are (1) The
main frequency of the Buzzard's call is higher at 2.4 Khz as opposed to 1.8Khz for the Med Gull, but
both fall in frequency as they progress, giving the "mewing" sound. (2) The Buzzard's call is much
purer in tone with fewer subsidiary frequencies, which gives it a cleaner quality in contrast to the
gruffer sounding Med Gull, and (3) The Buzzard's call is considerably longer at about 1 sec as
opposed to about .4 sec for Med Gull.
News from Nick Mills at Warsash is of the lone Reed Warbler still singing and of a Peregrine which he
saw fly in from the sea possibly carrying prey but also apparently having something which could be a
radio transmitter attached to its rumps (and glistening in the sun as the bird circled in a thermal).
When last seen the falcon was heading out across the water towards Fawley and Nick wonders it is
it nesting on the chimneys and if anyone can tell him more about its glistening attachment. With the
falcon out of the way he was able to watch three Lapwing almost certainly sitting on eggs, with
possibly a fourth pair nearby, at Hook Scrape.
TUE 11 APR
A late HOSLIST message last night reported that Tony Hale had seen the first(?) Hampshire Hobby this
year on Saturday (Apr 8) at Keyhaven when he was paying his respects to the Great Spotted
Cuckoo. Another message from Phil Lord told of a Cuckoo calling at Abbotswood near Romsey and
said that there were still 146 Golden Plover at the Highwiid Lane, Romsey, site last night (Apr 10).
Tonight a quick check of the Chalk Dock area of Langstone Harbour from the small carpark at dusk
found 39 Brent on the water close to the carpark. A scan of the water revealed no more of the 70
birds which had been there yesterday, and I did not check any other areas. but at least these
presumed migrants are still with us.
Only yesterday Barry Collins was telling me how he had located Med Gulls by their catlike noises but

left me uncertain as to which of the many noises a cat can make were made by the gulls. Knowing
that Common Gulls are sometimes called 'Mew Gulls' because their calls are supposedly like the
mewing of cats (though I don't hear the similarity myself) I wondered how close the similarity might
be, and today I learnt the type of cat noise they make. Arriving at the South Hayling shore south of
the Golf Clubhouse I could not see a single seabird until I heard the soft, single 'mew' that a cat
would make when it sees you approaching the outer door of its home and quietly but persistently
begs you to let it in. Turning towards the calling bird I saw it was an Med Gull, possibly second
summer as it had a trace of black near the primary tips but otherwise looked adult, I only heard the
call a couple of times as the bird flew west towards Langstone Harbour entrance but reckon I will
recognize it in future. Later in my walk, at Gunner Point, I watched three Sandwich Terns and was
reminded that all birds are individuals and do not necessarily conform to the stereotypes illustrated in
books - these were probably last year's young birds as they were quite dark on the upper surface of
the wings where I would expect a Sandwich Tern to look white from a distance, and their calls were
not the typical 'Kirr-ick' but more of a 'Ky-ah' that I would associate with Common Tern. They were
too far away to be certain but their apparent size, long thin wings, and the fact that one made a
plunge dive from at least 100 feet up, convinced me they were Sandwich Terns, though they also
acted as a reminder that having learnt the call of one Med Gull I should not expect all of its species to
make the same noise. While on the Sinah shore I also heard and saw a Willow Warbler which had
probably just arrived, working around the unusual habitat of a Gorse bush on the golf course.
MON 10 APR
Brian Fellows found little to report from a round of the Emsworth ponds and north west Thorney Island
today - both the Peter Pond and Little Deeps Swans were sitting as were the Slipper Mill pond Coots
on their rafts and the strange pair of adult Herring Gulls which continue to sit on one of the rafts there
with no nest, eggs or other signs of breeding activity despite being fully dressed for the role of
parents - perhaps they are perfecting a new religion to bring peace and harmony to the bird world
and need years of contemplation to work out their message. Out on the harbour mud 26 Black
Tailed Godwit were more or less the only shore birds, along with 16 Redshank and 3 Curlew (there
was also one Greenshank at the Great Deeps and a lone Shelduck in the harbour). Brian and Barry
Collins have both pointed out that I got my facts wrong when on Saturday I said that Brian had seen
4 MED GULLS over Eames Farm near the Great Deeps - Brian tells me he was not even on Thorney
at the time and Barry tells me that it was he who saw the gulls - the confusion was all mine as the
original message from Brian Fellows was clear enough to those who can read and I obviously
cannot. My apologies to both parties.
Down at Pennington the Great Spotted Cuckoo is showing well and enjoying a feast of hairy
caterpillars, and birders in that area have also enjoyed a drake Garganey, more Yellow Wagtail, and
Whimbrel (just one that has been wintering there or a flock of newly arrived passage birds?).
Further west at Stanpit Marshes (Christchurch, in Dorset) a Marsh Sandpiper stayed the day after
being initially reported as a Lesser Yellowlegs.
Russell Wynn tells us that on Saturday (Apr 8) three Stone Curlew were back on territory at their
downland site and that he saw an adult Bewick's Swan flying north from Ibsley at dusk that day - this
might imply that it was leaving for the summer, but if so would it not have headed east, and why did
two Little Egret also fly north? Earlier, at Keyhaven, he had seen 115 Meadow Pipits (or as
someone in another message charmingly calls them, 'mipits') flying north east, with a Ruff and 53
Knot staying by the shore. On Sunday Russell was back at Hurst Castle where he found just 1
Whimbrel, 1 Common Tern, and a female or immature Merlin which will no doubt soon leave the
coast, and a summer plumage Slav Grebe with other good birds, but top of the bill was the Great
Spotted Cuckoo which Russell says now looks very settled. On his way back to Southampton he
saw 4 male Redstart in the Bishops Dyke area of the New Forest.
David Parker, just back from Egypt, comments on what I said (see Apr 8) about the Purple Heron
reported to have flown over Ivy Lake at Chichester on Saturday. David says >> I would agree with
your point that there are some very dark grey herons. Whilst on holiday on the Nile I was trying to
make every grey heron into a purple heron! Once I had seen a purple heron (and I saw quite a lot)
they are markedly different both in colour and the fact that in flight their necks are much more
angular than rounded. << Deprived of the Swifts which he was watching by the Nile David has had to
make do with hirundines over Aldsworth Pond where, last Friday evening (Apr 7), there were quite a

few house martins and swallows with the odd sand martin.
At Warblington this morning there was no sign of any Brent offshore, and at the mouth of the
Langbrook Stream this afternoon just seven of the geese were almost certainly summering birds
giving me the feeling that the migrants had at last departed. Going on to Budds Mound I still could
see no geese along the shore, but some dots right in the distance at the A27 end of Chalk Dock were
enough to make me cycle on there and sure enough I found 70 Brent on the water. The only other
birds with them were 2 Great Crested Grebe, and with the seven summering birds off the South
Moors were 6 Merganser and 2 Ringed Plover which I took to be a pair thinking of nesting locally. In
the Budds Farm Pools was the Sandpiper which I still think is Green with only 2 Teal and 11 Tufted
Duck, and off Budds Mound my first Sandwich Tern flew by. At Warblington this morning 3 Swallows
flew over and two different Song Thrushes belted out their repertoire as did one in north Emsworth
this afternoon bring my count of sites occupied by Song Thrushes to 12 since the start of April.
PLANTS:

SUN 16 APR
Today Martin Rand enjoyed a walk on the west edge of the New Forest near Ringwood and found both
Bog Myrtle and Heath Violet newly flowering in the Linwood Valley east of Myles Court and the
Blashford Lakes. Yesterday he did not much enjoy a 15 mile walk from Houghton in the Test Valley
to Salisbury in the rain but he did see Toothwort in the Clarendon Forest just east of Salisbury and
has heard that it has been recorded there since 1805. On the previous day (Apr 14) he found more
Toothwort, this time in Hampshire at a site not recorded in the Hants Flora (square SU 5622)
Brian Fellows visited the Early Purple orchid site in the Sussex part of the Hollybank Woods (which are
part of Southleigh Forest) and found several of the orchids in flower on Apr 13.
Today the only newcomers to my list flowering plants this year were Wayfaring Tree and Field Maple,
both seen on Portsdown at Fort Purbrook, and in damp woodland Wood Sedge was just coming into
flower but its flower spikes had not yet started to droop like Pendulous Sedge. One plant so very
near to flowering that I feel sure someone will have seen it with open flowers was Bugle
SAT 15 APR
The Evening Class walk this Saturday was along the foot of the northern slopes of Portsdown from
Purbrook to Pigeon House Lane and a good selection of plants were seen, including Kingcups,
Wood Sorrel and Herb Robert plus the first Bugle in flower for the year.
Geoff Butland walked from Midhurst to Heyshott today and close to the start he found what he believes
to be Bitter Vetch in flower. I'm sure this is very likely and only today I had a short debate with myself
as to whether to walk a little further in Havant Thicket to a place where I would expect it is now
flowering but decide I had not got sufficient time. The best place to see this plant locally is the
southern edge of Blendworth Common, close to the path along the north edge of Bells Copse and
visible from the path (though you need to get closer to appreciate the detail of the plants). Last year
this large colony was hit by frost and when I went to look at it most of the flowers were blackened.
In the marshy land downstream of Aldsworth Pond the Great Pond Sedge was flowering for the first
time, and I guess the many spikes of Mares Tail that form a thick band across the pond may also
have their tiny flowers (no way of telling without a boat). In the marshy east field a golden patch
looked as if it were Kingcups but a closer look showed the flowers to be just well watered Meadow
Buttercups.
FRI 14 APR
A quick check on the Early Purple colony in the Holt at Rowlands Castle, where the gound is covered
with orchid leaves that will eventually raise around 500 spikes, showed me just ten spike already
unsheathed and showing colour, but on these I could only find two flowers that were open. The
roadside colony of Goldilocks buttercups on the east side of the road in the dip south of Pyle Farm is
flourishing and at its best with many flowers out - I even found one fully out with all its petals still
attached.
THU 13 APR
Today both Geoff Butland and I found that Lilac had suddenly started to flower (and no doubt Laburnum
will be out any day now), but more interesting news from Geoff - who was responding to a query from
me as to whether all the Goldilocks buttercups in Lowtons Copse have been at least temporarily
obliterated by the logging vehicles - saying that there are more of these buttercups in Little Hyden

Lane outside the wood and these have certainly survived, Also near Lowtons are more Ramsons in
flower.
Out in the country, a good half-mile from the nearest habitation and beside a narrow road that would not
encourage anyone to pull-up in order to dump garden rubbish, I today found a large and healthy
clump of Primroses which I would have assumed were wild except that all the flowers had pale
reddish petals. Checking with Stace I see the Primula vulgaris can (rarely) have white or
reddish-pink petals and I am wondering if any botanists are interested in this find, Along the
hedgerows the Crosswort was coming into general flowering and in the wood the Wild Garlic had
many sheathed flowers, none yet open though Geoff Butland tells me he has found the flowers in
two or three sites since he found the first last Sunday. In the exposed field hedgerows I found two
Spindle bushes with flower buds visible (and one Hawthorn tree in the same state).
TUE 11 APR
With lighter evenings it is now possible to enjoy the countryside in the evenings and in Ampfield Woods
yesterday evening Martin Rand was able to find the first flowers on Sweet Woodruff and also to see
buds opening on a Rowan tree. On Sunday (Apr 9) he was in the Upham area and found Slender
Speedwell (which he first found in flower on Saturday - see Apr 8) on a roadside bank at SU 538207
which is in the village of Upham near the start of a footpath heading west to Widlers Lane. Further
north he found Goldilocks buttercups preparing to flower at SU 530223 on the Greenhill Lane track
southwest of Greenhill on the Upham to Baybridge road. Thinking of summer evenings Geoff
Butland will be leading the first of this summer's popular Wednesday evening walks to look at the
flowers in Lowton's Copse at Clanfield on Apr 19, and yesterday he carried out a recce there, finding
much Toothwort but no Early Purple orchids as yet. He comments on the churning up of the tracks
by vehicles harvesting timber in Blagden Copse north of Lowtons (why is the copse called Blagden
and the farm called Blagdon?) and this reminded me that when I was last there I feared that the
waves of mud that were pushed onto the verges of the tracks could well have drowned the
Goldilocks buttercups that are normally found on the north side of the northern track half way across
the wood.
Despite the rain, which eased when I arrived on the South Hayling shore, I went to check the progress
of the Sinah Common Green Winged Orchids in relation to those I had seen in a sheltered inland
garden yesterday, and found that they were doing as well, if not better, in this exposed situation - just
three plants had purple flower heads and one flower on one plant was open. Three other plants
were newly flowering, the very common Ribwort Plantain and Sheep Sorrel, and the very localised
(but here abundant and increasing each year) Round Leaved Cranesbill. On the shingle the Sea
Kale and Yellow Horned Poppy leaves can be seen everywhere but I was surprised how many
plants of Little Robin were already detectable. Hoary Cress, Bur Chervil, Sea Campion and Sea
Pink (Thrift) are now easy to find in flower and the tiny Sea Mouse-ear is super-abundant. One of the
most obvious flowers is Oxford Ragwort and if anyone has any difficulty in separating it from
Common Ragwort they should go out and look at any Ragwort anywhere just now and they will find
it is the Oxford species. Having seen Christoph Harwood's note of Apple Blossom already out in
Worcestershire I was not too surprised to find one self sown tree near the beach covered with
flowers but it was much too early to expect flowers on the Yellow Rattle whose leaves are now
common on the short seaside grass.
MON 10 APR
The north Emsworth garden of Robert and Jill von Westarp that will be open to the public on May 7th
(on behalf of Hampshire Wildlife Trust), already has its main attraction on show. This is a swathe of
many Green Winged Orchids growing naturally in the lawn, and today at least three of them had a
full head of mauve flowers set to open any day. Early today I found the wet SSSI meadow at
Warblington full of Cuckoo Flower and in the afternoon I found more Garlic Mustard and Hoary Cress
starting to open in many places. In the von Westarp's garden both Meadow Foxtail and Sweet
Vernal Grass were close to opening their flowers.
INSECTS:

SUN 16 APR
Today the temperature was just reaching the point when the butterflies emerge when the sky started to
cloud over and the temperature fell back, the result being the I saw just one Speckled Wood, one

Peacock and one Small White on the wing. Among many Bumble bees and two or three Bee flies I
noticed one Queen Wasp today and on the ground saw a medium sized Ground Beetle scuttle for
cover. Its elytra had a brassy sheen with a violet tinge and it may well have been Carabus
nemoralis. Which reminds me that I heard on the radio yesterday that in the same way as the
Pokemon craze is affecting children world wide there is a much worse disease pevalent among
Asiatic adults (particularly rich Japanese business men) who exchange exotic beetles for vast prices
(one Stag beetle of the biggest and best sort being worth the price of a Range Rover). Poor
peasants are combing the forests to capture these creatures, being paid pence for what will
eventually change hands for thousands of pounds.
TUE 11 APR
Last year in early summer several of us saw Cream Spot Tiger moths on the coastal grass of Hayling's
Gunner Point, and today as I was walking the same grass I saw a brown 'woolly bear' caterpillar
which was probably of the same species. My first thought was of the Great Spotted Cuckoo at
Keyhaven which is said to have been eating this type of hairy caterpillar (though no one has named
the caterpillar species), but my second thought was to note the details so that I could try to name this
one, and one of the points that I noted was that (on turning the caterpillar over) its legs were an
unexpected reddish brown colour which fits in with the description of Cream Spot Tiger as does the
date (they hibernate as caterpillars and resume feeding in the spring before pupating in April or
May). When I find a caterpillar out in the open I assume it is looking for a place to pupate, and
although this one was more like 3cm rather than the full 5cm long it may have had enough of eating
and been off to change its lifestyle.
MON 10 APR
A chance visit to a north Emsworth garden this afternoon brought me my first two Speckled Wood
butterflies, and earlier in the day I had met Barry Collins who has recently found them on Thorney
Island at about the expected date, so it looks as if they are in general circulation now.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 16 APR
Messages received by me today cover a variety of interesting topics, starting with Brian Fellows
sighting on Apr 13 of 2 Fallow Bucks in the Southleigh Forest still carrying their last year's antlers.
Nearby was a troop of around 20 Fallow does and there was also a Fox out in the woods (probably
hunting by day to try to feed cubs in a nearby earth (those cubs could be appearing above ground
any time now). Yesterday our local Evening Class group spotted a single Hare on the large field of
the northern slopes of Portsdown and Simon Bos had a brief but close view of a Common Seal at
Hurst, and today I have a message asking if there is any truth in a report (thought to have been in the
Portsmouth local paper, The News) of an Otter in some stream near Purbrook (Waterlooville).
Obviously if there were resident Otters present I would not comment on the fact but I think it very
unlikely, though there is always the possiblity of an Otter making long distance overland journeys in
search of a new home and mate so I would be interested to know if there is any real evidence for one
having been in our area. I suspect it is more likely that someone has seen a Mink, and if that is the
case there is good reason to collect information about it so that it can be trapped before it does too
much damage. The last item in this ragbag is of a find of a pretty and uncommon fungus by Dockens
Water on the west side of the New Forest. This fungus grows in watery ditches and the like and
looks slightly similar to a Swan Vesta match sticking its head above water - though the stem of the
'match' is pure white (and sometimes a bit longer than the matchstick) and the head is bright yellow
rather than red (and about the same size as the match head. The fungus is called Mitrula paludosa,
and the only place I have seen it is near Eyeworth Pond also in the New Forest.
WED 12 APR
Last year at about this time Nick Mills was lucky enough to see two intertwined Adders occupied with
their brief annual mating that occurs as soon as the females come out of hibernation. That was on
the Hook shore near Warsash and on Monday (Apr 10) he saw a female basking in the gorse near
the same spot.
MON 10 APR
I think Fallow Deer normally cast their antlers in early May, growing a new pair by the end of August, but
when in Worcestershire this weekend Christoph Harwood came on a buck that had already lost one

antler so if you are after that special ornament now is the time to follow the deer to see what you can
pick up. Among other things seen were early Apple Blossom and fields with breeding Lapwing good olde England.
BIRDS:

WEEK 14 APRIL 3 - 9

SUN 9 APR
Male Redstarts in full spring plumage are always a delight and today they turned up in at least four
places (and I suspect many more). Nearest to Havant was one on Portsdown Hill seen near
Collyer's Pit by John Goodspeed but a lot of local birders will have been with Kevin Stouse when his
party came on one in the field behind the Church Norton hide. The other two that I know of today
were at Pennington and Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest. Yesterday there was another in Sussex
at Goring gap.
Both Hampshire and Sussex have had notable rarities on show this weekend with Hampshire having
the least common in the shape of the Pennington GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOO while Sussex had its
KENTISH PLOVER at Church Norton (giving good views to Kevin Stouse's party). Also in Sussex
there was a Hoopoe at Beachy Head, a Serin at Birling Gap and two Ravens over Beckley near Rye
(the person who saw these seems to have had the impression that they were heading north as if they
had just come over from the continent)
Other birds seen by Kevin Stouse's party today included Swallows and Sand Martins (possibly also
House Martins) at Chichester lakes where there were 7 Gadwall and one Greylag (with the Canada
Geese), and at the Ferry Pool they found 3 Avocet and 2 Green Sandpiper. A few Bar Tailed Godwit
were seen as well as Black Tailed and they came on a pair of Kestrel together near Greenleaze
Farm.
Not long ago a couple of Red Legged Partridge landed on Southampton's Town Quay in a vain search
for a suitable nesting territory and today the Sussex website reports one which spent 20 minutes on
the steps of the Mid Sussex District Council's Leisure Services offices. Another story of urban bird
life comes from Colin Bates who today drove into the carpark of Tesco at Eastleigh this morning and
disturbed a Sparrowhawk which was trying to subdue a Feral Pigeon it had caught ineffectively.
Both birds flew up but the hawk recaught the pigeon, brought it down and allowed Colin to get within
feet of it while it was 'plucking' the still live pigeon. It was still stripping feathers off the pigeon when
Colin finished dumping bottles in the bottlebank but eventually it was disturbed by other shoppers
and flew off, leaving the pigeon to waddle off into nearby bushes. I wonder if it will die of shame, cold,
or its wounds.
John Taylor had something much better than a half-plucked pigeon when he visited Havant Thicket this
morning - a pair of Crossbill. There have been plenty of Siskin and Redpoll in the Thicket recently
and these are a welcome addition.
The main passage of Whimbrel does not normally start until mid-April but by this time in April there have
usually been several passage birds seen or heard. This year I have not yet heard of any passage
birds until today when one is reported at Pett Levels in Sussex
A walk round the South Moors in the early evening when the tide was starting to fall showed me that
there were still at least 50 Brent in the harbour (excluding 4 birds feeding separately close to the
shore which I guess where not moving with the others). Twice while I watched small parties took off
heading east but as soon as the got about 50 feet off the ground the string north east wind knocked
them off course and they swing away south and then west to land back on the same shore. In the
Budds Farm pools the sandpiper was in its usual north east corner and was brightly lit by the sun
giving me even more confidence that it was Green and not Common (no white half-collar), and by
the Langbrook stream I saw a 'new for the survey' Song Thrush with its beak crammed with worms.
The majority of the shorebirds were Oystercatcher (100+) with 25 Curlew, just 2 Redshank and 1
Black Tailed Godwit (though there 14 more on the Langstone shore). There were 2 Egrets off the
South Moors, another off Langstone, and one again feeding in the pony fields north of Wade Court.
SAT 8 APR
The Sussex website reports a Purple Heron flying over Ivy Lake at Chichester today and I hope we hear
more of it. Some Grey Heron can be very dark in colour and I don't know how well this bird was seen
or by whom. Also in Sussex the Green Winged Teal is said to be still at Snowhill and in Hampshire

the pagers reported a Rough Legged Buzzard over Fleet Pond, and again there are no supporting
details or names.
Better substantiated reports of Golden Plover come from Phil Lord (who had 147 at the Romsey site
today) and Paul Winter (who saw 40 at Keyhaven) while Ron King reports that Brambling are still
coming to the feeder in his garden
Phil Budd had one Yellow Wagtail at Ampfield yesterday, Martin Rand had another Whitethroat at
Broughton near Stockbridge and the first Garden Warbler was found yesterday at Rownhams by
Paul Winter's father. Also yesterday (Apr 7) there was a Cuckoo at Falmer in Sussex and 19
Fieldfare at Baddesley Common in Hampshire.
Other sightings for today are of 4 Med Gulls seen by Barry Collins over Eames Farm on Thorney Island
a third Sedge Warbler after those which he recorded on Mar 31 and April 2 which I have already
reported. At Titchfield Haven the Slav Grebe and Great Northern Diver remained on the sea and a
Marsh Harrier over the reserve was not necessarily a new arrival.
Dave Mead took the Portsmouth RSPB Group to Church Norton today and enjoyed close views of a
KENTISH PLOVER on the shingle spit south of the church - the tide was rising, pushing the bird
close to them, and best of all the news had not yet got to the twitchers who only started charging into
the carpark as Dave's group were leaving. The group then went on to get close views of a tame male
Ring Ouzel which they found on a patch of short grass when they walked across the road from the
Pagham Harbour centre at Sidlesham, going west along the path which follows the concrete road to
the sewage works. They also saw 3 Avocet and 2 Green Sandpiper at the Ferry Pool, where Dave
had seen a Little Ringed Plover last Thursday, and heard three singing Willow Warbler.
Brian Fellows was with the Evening Class group which visited Farlington Marshes today and saw two
Yellow Wagtail, a pair of Gadwall, 1 Greenshank, 1 Spotshank and 28 Brent and 3 eggs in a Swan's
nest at the Deeps. I hope these Yellow Wagtail stay unlike the two or three which Bob Chapman
reported as being there briefly on Apr 2. Brian is having second thoughts about his e Dartford
Warbler sighting at Thorney on Friday. I still have hopes that it is there as the silhouette of a Dartford
Warbler is pretty unique.
I was at the IBM Lake for the April WeBS count this afternoon and had my own chance to see the
Kestrels which John Shillitoe and Kevin Stouse have been watching recently without finding their
nest. After seeing the male hunting along the west border of the site I saw both birds perched close
together on top of the south west corner of the easternmost of the two 'pods' of offices which project
from the south face of the original building (F). Had they been humans I would have said they were
still at the stage of holding hands and looking into each others eyes and had not yet started the real
work of raising a family so maybe they have not yet started nest building or laying. (In my own
garden a female Chiffchaff is well into the chores of nest building, scurrying round collecting grasses
and feathers while her mate (not that they are necessarily monogamous) is putting all his effort into
continuous singing). On the IBM Lake the Swans are sitting and I suspect the Great Crested Grebe
are too as I could only see one of the birds patrolling the water off the islands. Three pairs of Little
Grebe still had time to go about in pairs with the male (presumably) whinnying the praises of his
mate, and four pairs of Tufted Duck were in no hurry to go further than swim about silently in pairs.
All nine pairs of Canada Geese are still present, with the one spare bird, but only one bird was sitting
(an exposed nest on the southwest side of the southern island). One Snipe was still on the islands
and unusually there were three Herons present and a Little Egret was in one of its favourite spots in
the water channel by the main reception. The Herons are presumably from the Defence Munitions
depot at Bedenham/Frater on the Gosport shore and the two adult birds are probably fishing for their
nesting families now (one Heron was a young bird only after its own food).
...... Later, at dusk this evening, I was on Budds Mound and saw two Herons flying east high overhead
(at least 500 foot up), and suspect these also came from the Gosport heronry and were maybe out
for a bit of poaching from garden ponds in the dark (like the Heron I saw in a Denvilles tree at dusk
last night). I was on the mound to see if any Brent were still with us and can safely say that the
migrants had not all left - some 45 flew by below me and I reckoned there were at least another 40 on
the vast area exposed at the bottom of the tide (difficult o pick them out in the dusk). On the Budds
Farm Pools there were three Shelduck, four Shoveler and a few Mallard (one female with 12
ducklings), but only 2 Teal and 8 Tufted Duck.
FRI 7 APR

Back on Mar 13 Nick Mills glimpsed a bird in reeds at the mouth of the River Hamble which looked like
a REED WARBLER but the view was not good enough to identify it, especially at such an
extraordinarily early date (despite the equally early arrival of Sedge Warbler at Arundel). Today he
both heard and saw what was definitely a Reed Warbler (at the side of the Colleg of Navigation at
Warsash). Nearby Nick thinks that two Lapwing are sitting on eggs near Hook Scrape - with a local
Crow or two waiting for a meal from either eggs or chicks.
Brian Rickwood had a male Common Whitethroat near Basingstoke today - the first I have heard of in
Hampshire - a lone Swallow near Whitchurch where he had a Red Kite (at Freefolk, just east of
Whitchurch) last Tuesday
No Cetti's and no Whitethroat for Brian Fellows on NW Thorney today but he had a very unexpected
bonus in the shape of a DARTFORD WARBLER which showed itself momentarily on one of the
bushes near the Little Deeps - I suppose it could have just turned up there and be on the move like
the Swallow which flow over it but I would prefer to think that it has been settled in (with a mate) for
some time and will stay. Reed Bunting and Linnet were active here and the Swan was on her Little
Deeps nest
Female Mallard (or should you call them 'Wild Duck' with the word Mallard being reserved for the male
only?) have a hard life - only yesterday I saw three males simultaneously attempting to mount one in
Langstone Pond (and I gather quite a few get drowned in this way) - but occasionally the females
show a bit of spirit and I gather that today Colin Bates saw one 'beating the living daylights' out of a
full grown frog which it had caught but did not seem inclined to want to eat. Colin wonders if anyone
has seen similar behaviour or can explain it. This Mallard had a troop of young ducklings and I
suppose she may have been just acting as a good parent and dealing with a perceived threat to her
young.
Kevin Stouse tells me that the Swan is dutifully sitting on her nest at the IBM Lake and that the male
Kestrel remains obvious to watchers but the female and her nest cannot be found. On the water
three pairs of Tufted Duck seem to be intent on nesting, and among all the noise of birdsong around
the site the tiny song of Goldcrest can be heard regularly from one area. In the air a Skylark sings
over the grass to the east of the buildings and I suspect there is at least one pair at the west end over
the islands.
The Sussex website this evening reports a GREEN WINGED TEAL at Snowhill Marsh, West Wittering
(just inside the harbour mouth) and I have once more puzzled out what this bird is - namely an
American subspecies (Anas crecca carolinensis) of our Common Teal which may be recognised by
the absence of the yellow lines around the green area extending back from the eye, and by a white
vertical line down the side of the body just behind the breast (and no horizontal white line along the
division between the closed wing and flanks). I think it is only possible to pick out males in breeding
plumage. With it yesterday was a Long Tailed Duck, 3 Little Stint and the long staying party of 14
Eider. Also yesterday (Apr 6) there was an immature Glaucous Gill flying past Selsey Bill. Further
east an OSPREY has been hanging about Barcombe Reservoir (on the R Ouse between Lewes and
Uckfield) - this could be the bird seen by Colin Law near Lewes on Apr 2.
A circuit of Bedhampton, Broadmarsh and the South Moors at the midday high tide showed me 53
Brent still in the Chalk Dock area with an isolated pair there and another pair off the South Moors
(both pairs probably summering birds). I heard that there had been a couple of hundred Brent off the
Moors less than an hour before I went by and but I saw no flock. Having seen a report on HOSLIST
yesterday of a summer plumage Black Necked Grebe off Budds Farm I kept my eyes open and did
see, in addition to three definite Little Grebe, one that looked very dark all over against the light, had
no powder puff tail, and longer neck and different head shape to a Dabchick but looked small for a
Black Necked (though slightly bigger than the Little Grebes) and did not have the distinct domed
head but did have the longer thinner neck. Guess for yourself whether it was the bird reported
yesterday but what I can tell you for a fact is that it twice 'stood up' on the water and whirred its wings
but was unable to take off as part of the right wing seemed to be missing (that Seal at work again?)
so it should stay with us. A lone pair of WIGEON were on the water at Chalk Dock and the Canada
Goose pair were on the Budds Farm pools while just offshore in the harbour I was close to a pair of
Swans putting on a 'necking' display and making some very tender noises to each other - these may
be the pair that may nest on the dividing wall of the pools.
......At Budds Farm shore I met Chris Slade who had been on NW Thorney this morning and had heard

both WHITETHROAT song and heard a YELLOW WAGTAIL going north. Chris also told me that he
had recently seen a Buzzard over the Xyratex/Autoliv factories. While I was talking to him he saw a
lone REDWING fly over Budds Farm, and I see that Russell Wynn had a few over Southampton
today. (with 7 House Martins, a Willow Warbler, and a Peregrine chasing pigeons)
As the sun was starting to set at 7:30 this evening our local Song Thrush began to sing loud and long so
I got on my bike and quickly went round five other local sites where people have heard them singing
recently but I only found one new bird for my list, also shouting at length from the top of a tree in a
large treed garden. Among the other birds singing was a Goldcrest (this survey should make a lot of
birders more aware of the common birds singing in their patch) and a most unexpected sight at dusk
was of a Grey Heron moving among the branches of a big old Cedar tree in a Denvilles garden
(seen to the north from Glenleigh Park) - I assume it was intending to rob the garden fish pond in the
dark.
THU 6 APR
Yesterday (Apr 5) Jeremy Walder was on the B2141 Petersfield to Chichester Road and is fairly sure
that he saw a RED KITE to the east of the road in the stretch between Chilgrove and Lavant. Jeremy
says he would like confirmation that it was one of the Kites but I think that all that anyone could say,
especially at this time of year when a lot of raptors are on the move, is that this is a very likely area to
see one that is probably based on the Downs which rise up to the east of the road. It could well be
the one that has been seen several times recently in the West Marden/Up Marden/Watergate area
which I guess comes down the B2146 valley over Compton from the South Harting area (but it could
easily come west from the West Dean Woods area - and there could be several Kites in the area).
Brian Fellows spent the morning in the Hollybank Wood north of Emsworth today, finding lots of
Blackcap and Chiffchaff singing, but missing the expected Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush and Bullfinch.
Over the east end of the woods a Buzzard soared and called. Back in Emsworth in the afternoon
there were two eggs in the Peter Pond Swan's nest and Blackcap were singing strongly nearby.
The pagers today reported a summer plumage Black Necked Grebe on Langstone harbour off Budds
Farm with the elusive Common Sandpiper, 15 Swallows and 7 Sand Martins at the sewage farm
pools. Interestingly the report says that the 6 PALE BELLIED BRENT are still present half a mile
east of Budds Farm - presumably this means in the Oysterbeds?
As Rosemary Webb was leaving her home close to Hayling Bay at 7:15am this morning she saw a
string of half a dozen Swallows on a telegraph wire looking absolutely exhausted, presumably
having just crossed the channel
I spent four very pleasant hours in today's sunshine walking round the farmland which I am surveying
near Chalton but saw few birds, though three observations were of interest. The first was the
twittering and mass singing of around 100 Linnet feeding on a set aside field (in which the farmer has
very recently sown several patches of 'bird seed' including millet), the second was a passage of
about 80 Fieldfare going north east out of Hamshire into Sussex, and the last was a fierce but brief
batle between two pairs of Marsh Tits. Having heard Marsh Tit calls I went to see the bird and found
two of four birds racing round the trees and bushes. one in hot pursuit of the other, and eventually
heard the victor singing triumphantly after the other pair had left. Six of the big fields each had at
least one singing Skylark, but as yet I have not seen or heard any of the Corn Bunting that should
nest here, and the lone Lapwing of my last visit was nowhere to be seen.
WED 5 APR
John Shillitoe tells me that he has still not located the Kestrel's nest site at the IBM HQ site but he has
seen them mating on a window ledge this morning so they could well be intending to nest on the
buildings despite a Feral Pigeon having take over last year's site.
The pagers today report 200 Brent off Hill Head/Titchfield Haven where the (possibly lame?) Slav
Grebe can still be seen in its summer plumage.
Brian Fellows news from Southsea yesterday is dominated by a single PURPLE SANDPIPER at
Southsea Castle. Elsewhere the Swans are leaving the Canoe Lake - only 30 there - and there were
38 Brent in Eastney Lake (with a pair of Shelduck that may be thinking of nesting nearby). At Baffins
Pond all but one of the Moorhen chicks seen last week seem to have been consumed - otherwise
the pond's birds are much as last week, though a new northern bank is being constructed. Today
Brian found the Emsworth Peter Pond Swan sitting for the first time, and then found the Thorney
Little Deeps Swan on her nest with a Cetti's Warbler shouting to keep her awake. While on Thorney

Brian bumped into John Badley and learnt that he is off to a new job as warden at Frampton Marshes
near Boston north of the Wash. I had heard he was going but this is the first I have heard of his new
job and I wish him well - unfortunately he does not know of any replacement for him at Langstone
and the islands may go unwatched and uncounted this summer.
For the third consecutive year PEREGRINES are using the nest box on the top of a 24 storey block of
flats in Brighton where it was placed by Graham Roberts. This year the first egg was laid on Apr 1
and a second on Apr 3 (progress watched through a video camera). A new stainless steel nest box
for more Peregrines is part of the fittings on a 100 metre high new chimney at Shoreham Power
Station - only erected on Mar 11 it has not as yet been occupied - but Peregrines used to roost on the
old chimney.
More news of migrants from the Sussex website includes a report of the first HOBBY seen at Shoreham
on Apr 3 and on Apr 4 a constant stream of FIELDFARE going north at Pulborough Brooks. A
NIGHTINGALE was singing at Falmer on Mar 27 and another at Ditchling on Apr 2 and the first
WHITETHROAT sang at the University (Brighton) on Mar 27 with a Willow Warbler singing at
Patcham on that day. A male RING OUZEL was at Woodingdean near Brighton on Mar 31 and a pair
were at Falmer on Apr 3
With reports of migrant arrival now streaming in I thought it might be useful to summarise what I have
heard so far (this excludes the Sussex birds noted above and I have left out Terns, Wheatear,
Chiffchaff and Blackcap and also a report of Swifts heading north up the Nile Valley seen by David
Parker in the past week)
......Swallows. First in Hampshire were 3 at Hurst Castle on Apr 1 with 5+ at Pennington on Apr 2 and
arrivals on Apr 3 at Hook (30), Sinah Lake (12+), Farlington Marshes (12+), Budds Farm (10+) and
even one in Sussex that day at Crawley which may have cheated and caught a plane to Gatwick.
Only one reported since then at Winchester Sewage Farm today. Before they reached Hampshire
there were 3 at Snettisham in Norfolk on Mar 23 and in Pembrokeshire Tony Pearce says he saw
them daily from Mar 26 to Apr 2.
......Sand Martins. Traditionally the first hirundines here there was one at Rye Harbour on Mar 4 and
two at Fleet Pond on Mar 9. On Mar 12 they were at Keyhaven and Timsbury and on Mar 14 there
were 4 at Fleet Pond. No more until Mar 21 when Timsbury had 20, then one at WInchester SF on
Mar 25 (when there were lots at Rutland Water). Our first main arrival was Mar 26 with 40+ heading
up the Meon from Titchfield Haven, 25 at Timsbury and 20 at Mockbeggar. More were reported on
Mar 30, Apr 1 and 2 but it was Apr 3 that brought them to Hook/Warsash (20), Sinah Lake (20) and
F/Marshes (10+) with one or two at Budds Farm
......House Martins. I heard of none before Apr 3 when there were 2 at Hook, 2 at Budds Farm, 2 at
Winchester SF and 1 at F/Marshes
......Willow Warbler. One was at Grafham Water (Cambs) on Mar 25 but the first Hampshire report
came from Eastleigh SF on Apr 1 and reports from both Pitts Wood in the New Forest and Baddesley
Common (3 there) on Apr 2 (when I had one at Budds Farm). Apr 3 brought one to Hook and
another to Southampton
......Little Ringed Plover. One was at Rye Harbour on Mar 22 and in Hampshire the first of these were
at Winchester SF and Keyhaven on Mar 25, then there were 5 at Hurst Spit on Apr 1 with one at
Pennington and a pair at Timsbury on Apr 2. At Farlington Marshes Bob Chapman says that a pair is
now regularly to be seen but I cannot trace a first date here.
......Other species. Yellow Wagtail turned up at Farlington Marshes on Apr 2 (2+), then vanished, and
the only other report of this bird is of one heard at Rye Harbour on Mar 23. The first and only
Common Redstart was singing at Castle Malwood in the New Forest on Apr 2. Sedge Warbler was
heard at the Arundel WWT reserve exceptionally early on Mar 14, the next arrival being on Mar 31
when two were at T/Haven and one on Thorney Island. An Osprey was in Langstone Harbour on Mar
9, then one was near Brighton on Apr 2. Garganey turned up at Rye Harbour on Mar 20 and stayed
till the end of the month, while in Hampshire three were seen off the South Moors shore on Mar 16
with on male remaining until Mar 18 in the Broadmarsh/Budds Farm area.
Bob Chapman has given John Goodspeed a Farlington Marshes status report which John kindly copied
to me. In it I see that several pairs of LAPWING are sitting on eggs, BEARDED TIT are nest building,

and there is a chance that the reserve will have a new breeding species this year as a CETTI'S
WARBLER pair are present. In addition to the migrant info included above Bob says that at least 10
MED GULLS can be seen over and around Baker's Island where they will nest, and that there is still
a good selection of raptors - a MERLIN present to Apr 3, a PEREGRINE pair always around, and two
SHORT EARED OWLS still to be seen. A lone Buzzard flew east over the reserve on Mar 31 when
a BLACK REDSTART female was seen. Wheatear are of course arriving daily and the maximum
count on one day is 13, so no great rush yet.
Other messages not already mentioned in the migrant news include one from Nick Mills to say there are
still 7 BRENT left off the mouth of the R. Hamble, and one from Tim Lawman reporting 6 EIDER in
Hayling Bay yesterday (Apr 4)
David Parker sent me an amusing story today of how, when he was driving up West Lane (presumably
on Hayling) he saw a Sparrowhawk plucking a Wood Pigeon in the middle of the road regardless of
the traffic. If the prey was Wood Pigeon I guess it must have been a female hawk, and its no good
arguing with them about road safety. (This reminds me of a butcher giving advice on 'best buys' on
Radio Solent this morning and recommending Wood Pigeon and Rabbit - his adivce on choosing a
good specimen was to check that it had been 'shot nicely' and I'm sure the Sparrowhawk made a
'nice kill')
A quick check of the Chalk Dock to Langstone shore while the tide was still high showed me 22 BRENT
in Chalk Dock, another 23 off the South Moors, 5 probably summering birds at the mouth of the
Langbrook and 7 off Langstone Mill (where I saw 7 yesterday - again probably intending to stay).
Little else to report in the way of birds - there were 13 Merganser off the South Moors, a Wheatear on
the seawall there and two Little Egrets plus a Grey Heron in the Tamarisk Pool on the moors. The
Broadmarsh Swans were marginally up in number to 14 and there were 20 Teal off the sewage
outfall with only a couple on the pools - and no hirundines. The Langstone shore had a good show of
up to 40 Black Tailed Godwit but little else.
TUE 4 APR
Despite the fierce northeast wind and overcast sky there were a few birds to be seen on my cycleride to
Hayling today. Around Wade Court ten Egrets were in the fields and a Green Sandpiper was by the
very full temporary pool in the Wade Court Farm field east of Wade Lane. The Swan is sitting
patiently on Langstone Pond (where the obvious Moorhen's nest has ceased to be inhabited) and 7
Brent off the Mill were probably ones that will stay the summer. Over at the Oysterbeds/Stoke Bay
330 BRENT were clearly migrants and half a dozen Merganser plus a small flock of 14 Turnstone will
not stay with us but 11 Shelduck in the pools and bay are presumably thinking of nesting. Keeping
an eye out for Song Thrush I came on six birds at five sites.
MON 3 APR
Russell Wynn has had some good birding this week-end by going sea-watching at Hurst Castle on both
Saturday and Sunday - being on the spot he was one of the lucky people to see the GREAT
SPOTTED CUCKOO, but even without that he had an excellent list which included two different
OSPREYS (both on Saturday April 1), and on Sunday 2 ARCTIC SKUA (both dark), 4 VELVET
SCOTER, and 2 RED THROATED DIVER. Other birds included a COMMON TERN, 5 Little Ringed
Plover, 30 Fieldfare, 3 Swallows and 5 Sand Martin on Sunday and a WATER PIPIT in full summer
plumage on Saturday. Back in Southampton today he had his first Willow Warbler. Not seen by
Russell, there is pager news of 2 female Long Tailed Duck still in the Keyhaven area yesterday
afternoon, and in the north of Southampton Paul Winter had another three Swallows at Rownhams
in the morning
Dave Unsworth had one of the first WILLOW WARBLERS at Eastleigh sewage farm on Saturday (Apr
1) and yesterday heard a REDSTART singing at Malwood Lodge in the New Forest.
The Sussex website tells us that seawatchers at Selsey Bill had 3 ARCTIC SKUA, 8 VELVET SCOTER
and 2 COMMON TERN go by early yesterday morning (Apr 2) along with 44 Common Scoter, 53
Sandwich Tern, 158 Brent, 7 Gannet, 4 Fulmar and just 2 Kittiwake
Brian Fellows braved the rain today to tour the Emsworth ponds, finding the main flock of Mute Swan
down to 41 in number (the male Black Swan still with them) and little change at the other ponds
where Coots are nesting (one pair having to rapidly raise its nest level as rain water, unable to flow
out during the high tide, threatened to drown the nest) and the Swans are not. One thing that he
mentions me has puzzled me in the past, and this is the presence of an adult pair of HERRING

GULL in their smartest breeding plumage, just sitting side by side on one of the nest rafts as they
seem to have done throughout the breeding season for the past few years. Is this a new cult of
Platonic love among Herring Gulls? has their gluttony (waiting for that feast of baby Coots to come
from the neighbouring nest rafts) overcome their sex drive? or can you supply a better answer?
Following the report of an Egret still hanging out near Fordingbridge last Thursday (see Mar 30) two
more were reported yesterday flying south over Alresford Pond - does that mean they were heading
back to the coast? or just moving locally?
John Shillitoe yesterday took a look round the fields of grass south of Newtown near Wickham where
he has seen several Lapwing apparently on territory and reports that 8 birds are still there after the
fields had been rolled and despite the presence of two cats that will be a threat to any Lapwing
chicks later on. These fields also had two Wheatear and three (maybe six) Snipe. I too will be
casting an eye over these fields during the next month as I have to keep an eye on my son's house
in Newtown while his family are on a holiday of a lifetime trip to Australia (some holiday with three
young children). More breeding Lapwing were seen on Park Hill above East Meon by Christoph
Harwood on Saturday - just one pair, though he outdid everyone in the Song Thrush survey with five
singing thrushes in the one walk.
An afternoon walk to the South Moors brought me face to face with my first SWALLOW as it flew in over
the moors at head height before veering off to the nearby Budd Farm sewage works. When I climbed
Budds Mound above the pools I could see around a dozen hirundines skimming the water and the
next thing I saw was a HOUSE MARTIN coming over the mound, again at head height but it took a
few minutes watching the birds below before I picked out a definite SAND MARTIN. These were not
the only goodies here in the mist today - below me one of the missing SONG THRUSHES was
belting out its message from a cherry tree until it saw me taking an interest and went silent before I
could see it, and at the back of the 'inland pool' a Sandpiper bobbed and pecked in the waters edge
(I would like to say it was the Common Sandpiper which Jason Crook has seen here several times
this winter but it neither flew nor called and I could not make out a distinct white half-collar so put it
down as the commoner bird, i.e. Green Sandpiper). Before seeing the Swallow on the moors I had
been watching the pretty sight of a pair of Grey Wagtail on a spot where the cattle have been fed the female with her demure pale yellow breast and the male with his brighter yellow and smart black
bib. Later, walking back along the shore from Budds Mound to the Langbrook Stream, I counted 305
BRENT and 143 Curlew with good numbers of Redshank and Oystercatcher but not a single
Wigeon. There were still 20 to 30 Teal on the pools and nearby sea with about the same number of
Tufted Duck and at least one more male Shoveler joining the pair that have been there for a week or
so. Possibly also worth a mention was the fact that I could only see one Common Gull along the
whole shore - perhaps they all got away before today's strong north wind stopped the hirundines in
their tracks and deterred the last Brent from flying on.
Yesterday Barry Collins made his monthly check on the numbers of LITTLE EGRETS roosting at the
Thorney Island Deeps and recorded 95 birds. Putting this count into perspective the equivalent April
counts from 1991 have been 0, 2, 13, 28, 57, 55, 46, 31, and 71 last year. In terms of the fluctuations
through the year last years figures for the months March to July were 105, 71, 14 in May, 10, and 154
so we can expect a substantial drop by the start of May with the great revival occurring in late June to
give a big increase for July.
Some winter birds are still to be found on Thorney - Barry still has a flock of around 10 Corn Buntings
(this winters peak count was 43), though these may well all be intending to stay and breed there. A
flock of 8 Fieldfare present on Sunday are unlikely to do that. The first SEDGE WARBLER was
discovered on Friday (Mar 31) and what was probably a second of them was seen in a different
place on Sunday when the first two SWALLOWS flew over the Little Deeps. Inland on Sunday Barry
had an interesting sighting of a male MANDARIN at the Stansted Brickkiln Pond where both pairs
and singles of both sexes have been seen erratically in recent years - the habitat there should
encourage them to settle in and breed eventually. A single Green Sandpiper was also at this pond.
A note from Sonia Bolton today told me that when she was on the Evening Class walk at Stansted last
Saturday she saw two pairs of SHELDUCK back on the woodland edge fields, and this is the first
report to reach me of these birds back on their inland breeding territories. Why they choose to nest
in holes or hollows so far from the coast, and with several main roads and a railway across the path
which any ducklings they raise will have to walk to reach the sea, is beyond me but several pairs

come to the Stansted area each year and others regularly go to the woods between Funtington and
West Stoke (south of Kingley Vale)? Having written that last sentence an idea has struck me as to
why they choose these places – both are at the head of small streams flowing into Chichester
Harbour (the stream from Aldsworth Pond which joins the River Ems, and the Bosham Stream which
flows down through West Ashling) and clearly a short walk to the stream and then a float down it
would be a reasonable route.
PLANTS:

SUN 9 APR
Phil Budd was by the Hampshire Avon in its Wiltshire section near Downton today when he found an
Early Purple Orchid almost in flower with Yellow Archangel and Red Campion fully out.
A walk around the South Moors 'orchid field' this evening gave me a count of 110 Kingcup plants in
flower where I had only 80 last time I was there, and along Langstone Mill Lane and by Langstone
Mill the Garlic Mustard was coming into general flowering (but after all this time of looking at the vast
mass of Hoary Cress plants I still only saw one with flowers open tonight). Coming back up the Billy
Line near Lower Grove Road the first flowers were out on Pendulous Sedge.
Yesterday at the IBM North Harbour site I collected a sample of a grass (with its panicle of spikelets still
held in a tight black looking bundle) which looked as if it should be a Fescue but when I examined it
closely this morning I found it was Narrow Leaved Meadow Grass (Poa angustifolia) which is
supposed to start flowering in April. Today I found my first Sterile Brome with its closed spikelets
held out on their long stems and Cocksfoot Grass is in a similar state with its spikelets fully
developed by not open.
SAT 8 APR
The IBM North Harbour site always has some of the earliest flowering 'weeds' in the area and today
was no exception. I found Wall Speedwell, Spotted Medick, Common Vetch, Red Clover, Cleavers
(Goosegrass), Common Catsear, Germander Speedwell and White Campion. Within a few days it
looked as if the Beaked Hawksbeard buds would open, though they may hang on like the vast
masses of Hoary Cress that have seemed to be on the verge of full flowering for about a fortnight.
On the south side of the lake the cluster of Hawthorn trees which regularly have some flowers open
in January are now covered in white blossom as the normal ones will be in May. Most of the
Coltsfoot are now in seed, while Dove's Foot Cranesbill was, in some places, equally thickly covered
with pink flowers.
Martin Rand visited Broughton near Stockbridge today and found Honesty flowering in several places
as well as Henbit in abundance. Russian Comfrey and Slender Speedwell were also out and lots of
the tiny Spring Sedge (Carex caryophyllea) would have been had the rabbits not nibbled most of it.
THU 6 APR
In the eastern end of the Hollybank Woods, across the border in Sussex, the first EARLY PURPLE
ORCHID had a flower spike with flowers starting to open when Brian Fellows saw it today. Later
there will be up to 1000 in flower here but meanwhile you have to enjoy a good 'warm up' act by
Wood Anemones, Celandines, Primroses and Violets.
Walking round the farmland I am surveying near Chalton I enjoyed a good selection of plants including
four species of Violet, some lovely downland Cowslips, and the biggest ground cover spread of
Moschatel that I can recall seeing anywhere. The most exciting find to me, however, was the chance
discovery of pink spikes of TOOTHWORT around the base of a mature Field Maple in a tree
hedgerow. A little later I came on a second cluster of these spikes, again under Field Maple, but this
time in a patch of woodland known for its good flora (I found Twayblade nearby). In a chalk quarry
beside Huckswood Lane I was intrigued to see a sort of blue haze over a patch of thin grass on the
floor of the pit, and to see a few Daffodils scattered around that area. When I got there I found the
blue as a great mass of Hairy Violet (I had half hoped from a distance that it might be Early
Forget-me -not) but a closer look at the Daffodils persuaded me that they might be wild - they were
small, the grey leaves not more than 15 cm long with flattened flower stems not much higher and the
flowers (tube darker yellow than the tepals) was slightly turned to one side from the plant of the
stems. Also on this patch of short grass were a good many clumps of Aquilegia leaves (could turn
out to be Columbine) and I wondered if this was the relic of some ancient cottage planting as I hear
there were ancient dwellings nearby. Among other plants found were my first YELLOW

ARCHANGEL with open flowers and one pretty FIELD PANSY - the first I have seen since October.
WED 5 APR
The Sussex bird news website reports that an EARLY PURPLE ORCHID was in flower at Icklesham on
Apr 3
TUE 4 APR
The weather today deterred me from my usual cycle around Gunner Point on Hayling but I was
determined to check out two plants at places near the Inn on the Beach and was lucky with both. By
far the best was the SHEPHERD'S CRESS growing just south of the minature golf course where I
found it for the first time last year (and possibly added a 27th Tetrad location for it to the 26 shown in
the Hants Flora map). In the books this plant looks as if it is a minature version of Thale Cress with
pinnate basal leaves but in practice it looks to me like a cross between Common Whitlowgrass (its
white flowers hug the ground on stems no more than 1cm tall so the white flowers look a bit like
petals that have blown from another plant and scattered over the ground) and Danish Scurvygrass
(the upward pointing flowers are similar to this rather than the hanging bells of Whitlowgrass
flowers). If you want to find this small colony it is at SZ 705989 and the best place to start is between
the Gents and Ladies loos just north of the Inn on the Beach. From here take the main track west
along the south of the minature golf course for about 150 metres till you come to the end of a series
of big puddles in the track and the end of the waist high trees on your left. Stop here and turn right to
search the barer ground on the hummocks north of the track (and right by it). If you get as far as the
Picnic Bench on the north side of the track you have gone 50 yards or more too far west. The other
find was of the first flowers on the extremely common BUR CHERVIL - the leaves of this small
relative of Cow Parsley are everywhere on the sandy and stony soil (they like the shelter of gorse
and other plants and grow among them) but the flowers are never the big eye-catchers flaunted by
Cow Parsley and you have to look closely at the plants to find the small white umbels.
MON 3 APR
Toothwort seems to me to be quite unpredictable in its times of flowering - sometimes it appears in
February and sometimes not until May, and in some years it seems to have several bouts of
flowering while in others it is difficult to find even once. This year I came across a lone forerunner at
Catherington on Mar 5 but have not seen any proper display as yet so I am grateful to Lynn Fomison
who tells me that the hedgerows around her home in Ropley produced an outburst of this strange
plant last week starting on Mar 28. Perhaps now is the time for another visit to Lowton's Copse at
Clanfield (or wherever your favourite spot for it may be)
Yesterday I reported Martin Rand as being the first to find Cuckoo Flower this year, but after writing that
I heard that Christoph Harwood had found it near East Meon on the Saturday while John Goodspeed
found some in Berkshire a week earlier
Walking along the old Hayling Billy line in Havant today I found COW PARSLEY preparing to take over
the 'white lining' of the trail from the Blackthorn whose blossom is falling fast - soon every roadside
verge that has not been 'urbanised' will be covered with Queen Anne's Lace as it has been ever
since (and before) her famous death. Partial 'urbanisation' of the verges of this track has already
taken place - just three examples I noticed today were the huge, yellow veined leaves of Italian Arum
self established where it had been thrown over one garden fence; a mass of Daffodils planted with
good intent opposite the end of Langstone Avenue; and finally the absence of the Kingcups which
used to flower just outside the garden fences where a streamlet flows under the old railway throught
a brick culvert (I don't know their fate, possibly covered with garden waste or trampled by people
repairing their fences or even trying to dig out the channel to stop the gardens becoming boggy).
Leaves of next summer's Meadowsweet and the white stars of Greater Stitchwort around the 'park
bench' a little south of the A27 helped me forget these losses but the thing that really cheered me up
was to find the glorious pink of my first HERB ROBERT, the more cheering because it was at the
edge of the bare ground of the path and was flowering despite the efforts of many trampling boots. It
is a shame to follow that sight with a note of such a mundane find as my first CROSSWORT flowers
(especially as others have already seen it) but I include its finding on the South Moors for the record.
INSECTS:
SAT 8 APR
Phil Budd is proud to report that Hampshire appears to have had the first GREEN HAIRSTREAK of the
year (and century) for Britain as a whole - and he was the one to see it at Magdalen Hill Down just

east of Winchester. Less spectacularly Phil had a Speckled Wood at Curbridge on the River Hamble
today, and Jim Steedman also had one in Sussex at Climping (and an Orange Tip at Steyning
yesterday), Martin Rand recorded several Peacock, four Orange Tip and over 100 Brimstone (only
one female among them) at Broughton where he found several Beeflies today.
Going round the IBM North Harbour site this afternoon I must have seen around 20 Small White
butterflies, two of them already mating to produce more, but the best sight was of four newly
emerged Small Tortoiseshell. Also seen there were one Red Admrial, two Comma circling each
other rapidly and climbing vertically high into the sky (a prelude to mating?), and a pair of Brimstone
which I thought were thinking of pairing until a Small White arrived on the scene and monopolised
the attentions of the female, leaving the male to go off in disgust. A different insect seen at North
Harbour was a fast flying Queen Wasp, and I saw two more in my own garden before I left so I guess
they will be into the wood scraping and nest building business with a vengeance now
.FRI 7 APR
Mark Litjens thought today deserved to be a holiday so he took one and headed for Bentley Wood
where he found 45 BRIMSTONE on the wing, three of them females. Later, at Whiteley Pastures
(Botley Woods) there were four more females among 18 more Brimstone. Back at Bentley Wood
only one Speckled Wood and one Small Tortoiseshell were seen with 8 Comma and 6 Peacock, and
the abundance of these last two species this spring was reflected in another 8 Comma and 6
Peacock at Whiteley.
On Thorney Island today Brian Fellows encountered a couple of Small Whites, and yesterday in the
Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth he saw one Brimstone and one Peacock.
Around 1pm today I saw a Small White in Brockhampton and a little later, walking along the shingle of
Budds Farm shore, I put up what I feel sure was a Small Tortoiseshell. Still on the shore I then saw
two more Small Whites and a Peacock and met people who had just seen Red Admiral and Comma.
In the sunny shelter of Langstone Mill Lane were two more SMALL TORTOISESHELL that I could be
certain of, and on the Billy Line where it goes under the A27 was an Orange Tip male and the first of
two more Brimstones I saw before reaching home. I guess there will be a lot of butterfly reports in
tonight's emails. Yesterday I also saw a couple of male Brimstone and , trying to hide under an Arum
leaf, my first BRIMSTONE MOTH of the year.
WED 5 APR
In recent years I have come to expect GREEN VEINED WHITE to be on the wing before the end of
March but this year I have heard of none until I found myself within a few feet of one on Budds
Mound above the Havant sewage works today. Another butterfly which I would have expected to
have seen is the SPECKLED WOOD but so far it has escaped me and I have only heard three
reports of it (the first seen by Phil Lord at North Baddesley, Southampton, on March 16, then one
seen on Portsdown by Andrew Brookes and others on Mar 18, with nothing further until one seen by
Heather Mills at Littlepark Wood, Bedhampton, last Sunday Apr 2).
MON 3 APR
Mark Litjens was in Whiteley Pastures (Botley Woods) yesterday and saw 1 Brimstone, 2 Peacock and
3 Comma but it will, I think, be several more days before they show again.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 8 APR
While Martin Rand was in the Broughton Down area near Stockbridge today he spotted four very active
HARES as well as some good plants and butterflies.
Most Foxcubs have probably been born by now, and will have their eyes open and be demanding lots
of food so we will be seeing more of the parents as they have to continue hunting all day to feed their
families. I was reminded of this when I bumped into one out hunting on the IBM North Harbour site
today.
My Readers Digest book of Water Life tells me that Grey Mullet come into coastal waters and go up any
streams in the summer, and yesterday (Apr 7) Brian Fellows found a shoal of 40 of them in the
shallow water of Peter Pond. They were about 12 inches long but if they survive long enough they
can grow to 30 inches long and weigh 10lb. It seems that they are vegetarians with mucky eating
habits - they swallow lumps of mud and churn it in their stomachs to extract whatever vegatable
matter it may contain. Perhaps some people who take an interest in fishy matters can tell us more

about them - for instance, do they spend long periods in fresh water? As the main way in to Peter
Pond from the sea would seem to be via the lock gates at the end of the Slipper Mill Pond do they
only get in when the highest tides overtop the gates? and then how do they get out again? (maybe
there is a back door route via the Dolphin Creek?).
FRI 7 APR
Brian Fellows has twice recently seen single HARES in the rough meadow north of the Thorney Great
Deeps west, and today Chris Slade saw two together, 'boxing' and chasing each other.
Phil Budd may have an extra bonus as the result of running a moth light in his garden - it attracts the
moths and the moths attract bats. I've no idea if his light was on but Phil says that he has just been
watching the first Pipistrelle bat hunting over his garden. He also tells me that the small brown
Plume Moth which I reported finding on Apr 2 was probably called Emmelina mondactyla, and that
the exact species can be determined by looking at the spines on the legs of thes insects
Looking at a newspaper article about Groundhog Day in America I could not make much sense of the
text (not unusual) but could recognize the large picture of a Badger accompanying it and on Apr 5 I
asked what a Groundhog was. I still don't know why the Badger was there but Kevin Stouse tells me
that what the Americans call a Groundhog is a form of Marmot, and it is also known as a Woodchuck.
Another implied question on Apr 3 brought an answer from Phil Budd in the form of a general name
for what I called 'Landweed' - he says it is an alga (or one of a group of algae) called Nostoc
WED 5 APR
On Feb 24 last year I included a report from Brian Clarke of how he had discovered a vast pile of Snail
Shells (of the big Common or Garden Snail) in vegetation at the foot of Willow Trees on the banks of
the Hampshire Avon. The shells had a largish hole in them centred around the top of the spiral in
the shell and Brian wondered what could have consumed so many snails and left them in such a
neat pile. It was clearly not the work of a Song Thrush which would have broken up the shells much
more and left them scattered around an obvious 'anvil' stone but neither he nor I nor any of the
visitors to this site came up with an answer. Then on Mar 9 this year I found a similar large pile
hidden at the foot of the brick wall around my garden (well hidden below the mass of ivy I was
removing from the wall). Today Brian brought me a sample of the shells he found last year, having
found more in the same place recently, and I showed him my collection. We agreed that the culprit
must be the same and therefore it was not a river creature at work. Two heads being better than one
we scanned my books on animal tracks and signs and Brian came up with something I had
overlooked - both picture and text agreeing that this was the work of RATS. They presumably bring
Snails to a preferred 'dining area', bite into the shell at the top of the helix (from which point they can
get at the hidden end of the snail's body) and munch down until the big final whorl of the shell is
exposed, making it easy to pull the rest of the body out. The shells are then left in a pile which gets
bigger and bigger over time, all the shell having the same large section missing, but the main part of
the shell remaining intact. So if you have a problem with snails in your garden encourage a few
dozen Rats into the garden - and then bring in a troop of Hedgehogs to finish off the slugs. (By the
way - is the American word GROUNDHOG their name for Badger?)
MON 3 APR
Walking the South Moors today I found the bright yellow cap and white stem of BOLBITIUS
VITELLINUS (The Yellow C
owpat fungus) on one cowpat and the elegant shape in delicate
pastel brown of a DUNG ROUNDHEAD adorning another. Reaching the old IBM Club carpark on
the west side of the moors I found the hard surface lined around its edges with what I can only call
"LANDWEED" (we all know what Seaweed is - a general term for a mass of different species of
algae that thrive in seawater - so why not this general term for the rubbery brown mass of algae that
thrives on many of our neglected tarmac or stony soil?). And on the way home I stopped to check
the small snail adorning the open sheath of an Arum and found it to be the common Strawberry
Snail.
BIRDS:

WEEK 13 MAR 27 – APRIL 2

SUN 2 APR
Today the first SWALLOWS had to compete for attention with a Great Spotted Cuckoo but I for one
would prefer to see the former rather than the latter. Locally Mike Collins saw three or four

SWALLOWS over Aldsworth Pond this morning (and a family of newly hatched Mallard ducklings on
the water plus singing Corn Bunting at Cot Lane, Chidham) but if you must have your Swallows in
Hampshire the best I can do is report that Mike Jones saw 5 or more at Pennington around midday
today. The Cuckoo (at least it was a live one this time, not just a piece of flotsam) was at Keyhaven
for about an hour and a half around midday today and was last seen heading inland so maybe we
have not heard the last of it. Also at Keyhaven Mike had a Little Ringed Plover, and earlier had had
been in the Pitts Wood area in the north of the Forest and had found more than 8 Redwing, 10
Siskin, 11 Crossbill a singing Willow Warbler and best of all a HAWFINCH collecting nest material.
Bob Douglas was also at Pitts Wood this morning and seems convinced that the Parrot Crossbill still
rules OK though I think most other birders have decided it cannot honestly be recorded as that
species despite its large bill and strange noises (I have no personal opinion on the subject but that is
the feeling I get).
Phil Lord continues to report the long staying flock of GOLDEN PLOVER at Highwood Lane near
Romsey which appears to increase in number, now having at least 223 birds. In the same area
Chiffchaff, Wheatear and Sand Martin can be seen along with a pair of Little Ringed Plover and 3
singing WILLOW WARBLER (heard on Baddesley Common this morning)
Ian Thirlwell has been luckier than me in finding three singing SONG THRUSH in the Milton area of
Portsmouth and he also reports 5 Cetti's singing at the Milton Lakes. Further west Trevor Carpenter
was working the Hook/Warsash area where a SANDWICH TERN and a female Wheatear were
accompanied by several singing Blackcap and Chiffchaff. 110 BLACK TAILED GODWIT, many in
breeding plumage, made a colourful sight but they had no extra colour in the way of leg rings,
causing Trevor to conclude that they were not local birds (among a flock that size at least one or two
would have been ringed if they were winter residents). Offshore 100 Brent were flying 'the wrong
way', but it was a lone BAR HEADED GOOSE in 'pristine condition' which caught Trevor's attention
despite his normal lack of interest in wildfowl escapees.
In his Rye Harbour report for March Barry Yates includes the arrival of a YELLOW WAGTAILon the
23rd and a HOUSE MARTIN on the 29th. In between the first mass arrival of SANDWICH TERN
brought at least 120 on the 25th increasing to 200 on April 1 when the first COMMON TERN was
seen at Rye. Nearer to us in Hampshire a RING OUZEL was at Church Norton today (Apr 2) but
today's highlight was at Castle Hill (between Brighton and Lewes) where Colin Law, alerted by the
sudden and hasty retreat of 40 Wood Pigeon, looked up to see an OSPREY coming straight for him
low over the crest of the hill, Merlin are a lot smaller, but also faster and more agile than an Osprey,
and yesterday (Apr 1) one did particularly well to oufly and catch a Snipe.
We have already had our first OSPREY in Hampshire some time ago (in Langstone Harbour on March
9) and yesterday (Apr 1) another was seen at Pennington Marshes along with a Water Pipit, while a
Red Kite was seen in the New Forest (I think at Bramshaw Telegraph in the north) on the same day.
Song Thrush was the fifteenth songster I heard from my back garden this morning - very brief bursts
from two different birds. Before them the local Mistle Thrush had been giving a relatively lengthy
performance, Chiffchaff and Blackcap sang loudly from the Billy Line, and I even had a pair of
Goldcrest with the male singing in trees at the end of the garden. One new sound was the strong
'tucc - tucc' from the Blackcap, reminding me that yesterday I also noticed for the first time this year
the telephone ringing which interrupts the song of many Chiffchaff (in between their loud chiffs and
chaffs they make a quiet 'brr- brr' sound). Getting out in late morning I found just one Green
Sandpiper in the hidden section of the Hermitage Stream (only visible over the high brick wall of the
water works entrance gate), and reaching Broadmarsh I found 44 Brent on the water of Chalk Dock.
Continuing down the Brockhampton stream I found a pair of Swans hauled up on the unused slipway
by the electricity sub-station and wondered if this was the pair that tried nesting in Budds Farm pools
last year and are maybe thinking of trying the banks of the Brockhampton this year (one pair tried the
west side of the old Corn Wharf many years ago and had their nest vandalised by youths). Highlight
of the morning came as I climbed up Budds Mound and heard my first WILLOW WARBLER which
continued to sing for some time before I left. In late afternoon I went to Langstone where there 7
Egrets, 7 Brent and 5 Merganser in the very low water (back in the Wade Court north meadow had
been another single Egret), and over on the South Moors shore I could distantly see at least 25 Brent
still present.

SAT 1 APR
Pager news today includes a male Hen Harrier near Beaulieu Road Station along with Redwing. Also in
the New Forest Tony Blunden saw two Willow Tit, a Tree Pipit and a Mandarin at a place that
appears as Millysford Bridge which could possibly be a corruption of Millers Ford on the stream in
Deadman Bottom (north of the Bramshaw/Godshill Road which has Black Gutter Bottom on its south
side). Tony also tells us that yesterday Simon Colenutt had singing TREE PIPIT in north east
Hampshire (at Long Valley in SU 8352 under Bricksbury Hill west of Aldershot). Down at Pennington
Paul Winter found a couple of WHITE WAGTAIL but no other migrants, and at the opposite end of
the county Rob Edmunds saw a pair of MANDARIN and a Kingfisher by the Basingstoke Canal.
This year's Hampshire Song Thrush survey is a project which has my wholehearted support for two
reasons. The first is that it will hopefully get lots of people who do not normally participate in wildlife
surveys started on one, and that could be the first step to their taking an interest in the detail of all the
wildlife around them, and that interest is to my mind the essential foundation to successful wildlife
conservation. (Only when a great mass of ordinary people become aware of the real natural world
around them - as opposed to an imaginary world of tigers, whales and unspecified cuddly creatures
- will our nation have the will to protect its natural environment). The second reason is that we can
only really build a picture of the status of any given species if we gather information about it from the
whole countryside - as opposed to information generated by statistical techniques from a set of small
areas 'randomly selected by computer' - and that is what this survey sets out to do. I am of course
ever an optimist, but I am also a realist and do not really imagine that lots of people will suddenly
change their habits of a lifetime and devote time to going out to look and listen for the birds, and then
to record all the detail requested on the forms - and if they do they will probably forget all about it
after a month and never send the forms in. However, being an optimist, I went out on the morning of
April 1st to cycle round the southeast area of Havant (good garden Song Thrush territory) to see how
many I could hear - and did not find a single one, though late in the afternoon (when the rain
stopped) one shouted at me on the way back from shopping in Havant. I guess one reason for the
current lack of song (when I am sure there are quite a few Thrushes around) is that most of the birds
currently have nests and they are always subdued in their singing until the first brood is fledged.
There is then a brief outburst of song as we had earlier in March and through the winter, before they
go quiet for the second nesting period. Another reason is of course the undoubted shortage of these
birds - if there is no rival Song Thrush shouting at you from across the road, or trying to sneak your
snails when you are not looking, there is that much less reason for singing.
FRI 31 MAR
Back on Mar 15 I passed on news from the Sussex website of an extraordinarily early SEDGE
WARBLER heard singing at Arundel WWT reserve on Mar 14. No reports of any since then until
today when 2 were reported on the pagers as being at Titchfield Haven, well ahead of the recent
average arrival date of Apr 9 but long after our Hampshire earliest (17 March 1963). Also at
Titchfield was a MARSH HARRIER, presumably newly in, following one which flew in high over
Angmering in Sussex on Tuesday (Mar 28). A Slav Grebe reported off Titchfield Haven both today
and yesterday is presumably still the one that has been in Hill Head harbour showing off its growing
summer plumage?
Yet another Hampshire BLACK SWAN is revealed to the waiting world by Paul Winter today - this is a
female to be found on the River Test between Romsey and Timsbury (usually to be found just behind
'The Duke's Head'), and David Thelwell says >> It has been in the Romsey area for about 10-12
years appearing on and off most winters and summers and regular as clockwork it appears at
Timsbury in the spring and tries to pair up with a Mute Swan . For the last two years it has made a
nest and laid eggs, in the open, and of course they disappear after a few days. Presumably it is a
female but it is very aggresive and behaves like a male. Looks like its given up nesting already ( it
laid eggs end of Feb.) << Now the lady in charge of Havant Tourist Info, who lives in Emsworth, has
told me that the Emsworth bird embarrasses the spinsters of the parish by its male activity in trying to
mount the Mute Swans there and I feel someone should take pity on these two birds and unite them.
I wonder if the Irishman, who in past years journeyed regularly from Emsworth to Gosport in his old
Austin 7 in order to retrieve a Black Swan which he had brought to Emsworth from the Brent Lodge
bird hospital, is still with us and prepared to put the Emsworth bird in his car for a trip to Romsey?
But perhaps we should not encourage this get together - no doubt the law has dire penalties for

abetting the breeding of escaped birds in the wild - maybe the result would be the transportation for
life to Australia of all parties involved (birds and humans) - now that sounds like a penalty worth
incurring...
David Thelwell goes on to say >> a female Goldeneye was displaying continuously to a male Tufted at
Meadow Lake near Totton recently,and wouldn't leave it in peace. The Tufted looked embarrassed
(if thats possible), as he already had a female Tufted with him << ... David Thelwell wondered what
name might be given to any offspring of this union, had it taken place, and this reminds me of a
'pantomime scene' witnessed by David Parker here at Broadmarsh on Jan 4 this year. David Parker
described the scene thus >>There was the redhead Goosander quietly minding her own business,
and there alongside it was a male GOLDENEYE throwing its head back in displays clearly intended
to impress the Goosander << which prompted me to suggest that we should encourage this pair as
successful mating could only result in a GOLDEN-GOOSE.
Brian Fellows cycled from Emsworth to the Thorney Great Deeps west today and heard the Cetti's
Warbler still shouting from bushes near Marina Farm and the Stilt Houses but the usually early
nesting Swans on the Little Deeps were just 'swanning about'. A couple of Greenshank and 32
Black Tailed Godwit were on the harbour mud with little else to be seen.
Kevin Stouse tells me that the pair of Kestrels are still to be seen around the IBM buildings at North
Harbour but he does not yet know where they are thinking of nesting - I suggest that watchers there
do not overlook the very tall carpark lamp standards as I think the birds have tried to nest in these in
the past (putting the nest on top of the 'bulb-holders' and under the metal drum which covers them a very good place providing the electricians do not winch down the lamps to check them while the
birds are in situ)
At Broadmarsh I had difficulty in finding 7 Brent when I arrived, but having cycled round to the Budds
Farm shore and finding another 6 there I looked back up Chalk Dock to see if these were the original
party and found the water covered with around 50 Brent, then found lots more along the whole of the
South Moors shore to give a total of at least 200 in the area. There were just 10 Brent on the
Langstone shore with little else other than 15 Merganser. On Langstone Pond one Swan was back
on its nest.
The concrete bed of the Hermitage stream south of Havant's East Street was partly dry this morning
and presumably any tiny water creatures were trapped in the large shallow pools that di remain,
attracting three Green Sandpiper to this favourite site of theirs (I have only seen two here so far this
winter, but Jason Crook has seen a Common Sandpiper at Budds Farm and I thought the third bird
might be that one though I could not detect the white semi-collar of a Common on any of these three
birds and they were much too happy feeding to fly). Continuing downstream to the shore it seemed
that several coachloads of travelling Redshank and Curlew had stopped over for a refreshment
break - from the Broadmarsh Slipway I counted over 50 Redshank on the far shore with virtually no
other waders, and on the South Moors shore there were over 80 Curlew with more Redshank. Only
14 Wigeon were left at Budds Farm outfall but there were nearly 40 Teal and several Dabchick (5+)
on the water. On Budds Farm pools were another dozen Teal and 8 Tufted Duck with a pair of
Shoveler, and on the South Moors to the east a pair of Linnet could have been back to nest while
singing Skylark and Meadow Pipit almost certainly were. One Egret was in the Langbrook mouth
area.
THU 30 MAR
Over the past few winters we have seen Little Egrets venturing further inland in greater numbers each
year but my impression is that these inland birds would all have vanished by the end of March so it is
surprising to hear that one was seen today on the Sweatsford Water, a little stream flowing from
Rockbourne down to join the Avon at Fordingbridge (pager news)
A message from Paul Boult today told me of two WHITE STORKS at Burpham Court Farm Park (TQ
005532) just off the A3 at Guildford and the Sussex web site suggests that these are the same two
adult birds that were seen at Tunbridge Wells last Saturday (Mar 25). If they follow the same line of
flight they might just touch down in Hampshire, passing somewhere north of Basingstoke and over
Kingsclere before disappearing in to Wiltshire - keep your eyes open this weekend.
Brian Fellows notes for today mention that where he had previously had one BLACKCAP singing
'explosively' in the Brook Meadow area he today heard at least 2 and possibly three all singing
strongly. One was in Hampshire in the Palmers Road carpark copse but the other two were just over

the border in trees by Lumley Road across the other side of Brook Meadow. Peter Pond, at the
south end of the Brook Meadow area still has its Swan pair and the birds have been toying with their
nest site but are not yet down to business in earnest, unlike a Coot already sitting nearby (two more
pairs have nests on the Slipper Mill Pond where the KINGFISHER showed briefly and might be
nesting in the bank at the north east corner of the pond (although bricked there are holes in the
brickwork). Further south some Black Tailed Godwit were on the harbour mud with just 9 Brent still
around.
I posted my Wednesday website update before seeing Brian Fellows full account of his visit to
Portsmouth on Tuesday and I see I missed reporting the first MOORHEN CHICKS of the season
which he found at Baffins Pond that day (Mar 28). I see that Moorhen eggs take three weeks to
hatch so we will have to wait at least another week to see youngsters on Langstone Pond where a
Moorhen is still sitting on her nest in full view of the passing public near the weir taking the mill
stream under the mill - last year the Fox found the nest before the eggs could hatch but hopefully it
will not do so again. At Baffins Brian also saw a single MALLARD duckling (not the first of the year
as Ken Hearne saw some at Titchfield Haven as early as Feb 25).
The Sussex website reports some welcome additions to the wild daffodils in West Dean Woods - on
Tuesday (Mar 28) a pair of Buzzard were displaying over the woods and in the trees were 6
Crossbill, several singing Siskin, and Firecrest at two different sites (some of them singing).
An early morning walk around our Warblington Farm CBC plot revealed little to excite me though it was
nice to see a male Reed Bunting back near the reed bed in which it usually has a mate and nest and
to find two Linnets on their own, possibly again establishing territory (in so far as these semi-social
nesters do that). I also came on two pairs of Long Tailed Tits where there were none on our previous
visit, and Tony Gutteridge heard weak Blackcap song (possibly a female singing?) and saw the male
Kestrel without getting any further inkling of its chosen nest site for this year. Eight Egrets by the
eastern stream were giving no indication of any breeding urge, though one seen in the pony fields
north of Wade Court was close to what I regard as a potential breeding colony site (in the jungle of
the Wade Court grounds with good fishing in the Lymbourne stream and nearby Langstone shore).
Having scoured the Warblington shore for Brent and finding none anywhere between Langstone and
Emsworth I was just turning from the shore when I picked up a flock of birds flying towards me from
Emsworth and these turned out to be 13 Brent going west but pitching down off Northney before
reaching Langstone.
WED 29 MAR
On Mar 17 Chris Fairhead told us that he had been driving along the A36 near Salisbury and
wondered about the presence of more than 50 white Swans which he could see grazing in distant
fields from a layby in which he stopped, and today I have a very interesting answer to his question
from Dave Stone who has spent the past 25 years studying Swans in the Wylye and Avon valleys.
Before passing on what Dave had to say on that subject, and also on Black Swans, he has asked me
to put out a call for all sightings of Swans with his orange rings to be reported to him (email address
is dave@rockuk.demon.co.uk). In his own words ** In my continuing study of the swan population
on the Avon I am using orange coloured rings with black letter combinations. I get very few sightings
from Southampton and further east although there are regular movements westwards towards
Abbotsbury. Could I ask you to encourage bird watchers in Hampshire to E-mail me with any ring
observations they might make? **
......In answer to Chris Fairhead's question about the white swans in the Wylye valley Dave says ** The
birds are definitely mute swans, with the flock forming the bulk of the non-breeding, immature birds
of the valley. During the winter and early spring most of these birds will spend most of their time
grazing on the improved grasslands adjoining the river, mainly in the Steeple Langford to Stapleford
stretch. The birds don't return to the river until the second half of May when they start feeding on the
aquatic vegetation, mainly water crowfoot (Ranunculus), which they continue to do until early
November. The birds are remarkably sedentary although some interchange occurs between flocks
on the Avon above and below Salisbury. The breeding birds tend to stay on territory throughout the
year. High swan numbers can cause problems to farmers in the Spring when the grass is intended
for early grazing by sheep or early silage cuts. From grazing experiments, it was found in the worst
case that the swans eat 30% of the grass in one field. Once the birds move into the river they then
come into conflict with fishing interests as the crowfoot is an important component of the river

habitat. The swans often temporarily strip complete sections of the river bare of weed causing the
river level to drop and dispersing the native brown trout. Complaints have become fewer, however,
since swan numbers in the valley declined from a peak in the mid 1980's. **
...... Coming to the Black Swans you will remember that on Mar 20 Alan Ford told us what he could
remember about the flock of these that acted as a tourist attraction at Dawlish when he lived there in
his youth. He thought the numbers were partly maintained by the local council breeding birds in
captivity and releasing them on the sea (though in view of what Dave Stone says below about the
release of captive birds in the wild now being a criminal offence we must assume that if this practice
still occurs the sea at Dawlish is legally not 'wild', and controlled movement of pinioned birds
between one part of the local council's territory and another is not 'releasing the birds'), and this ties
in with info which Brian Fellows has just received from Malcolm Olgivie on the subject - Malcolm
says ** Black Swans haven't managed to establish a self-sustaining population as yet, so the BOU
keep them as Category E. It's slightly surprising that they haven't because they breed fairly readily in
captivity **. However there are exceptions to every rule so read on ...
...... Dave Stone goes on to tell us what he knows about Black Swans, saying ** There at least 6 adults
on the Avon between Upavon and Christchurch and one pair successfully nested in the wild above
Salisbury in 1998 & 99. It is of course an offence to release non-native species, such as these, into
the wild but a number escaped into the Avon a few years ago when floods destroyed their riverside
pen. Birds which have escaped are normally pinioned but at least some of the Avon birds are free
flying. In an article in British Birds magazine dealing with non-native breeding species in 1996, there
were reports of one breeding pair of black swans in Essex and two in Wiltshire **
Coming back to recent local news I see that Brian Fellows found 2 PURPLE SANDPIPER still at
Southsea Castle on what he states in his email to HOSLIST to have been Mar 27 but I believe he
means Mar 28 (Tuesday is his normal day for visiting Southsea, and he has already given me news
for Mar 27 which did not mention this trip). On that day there were also still 58 Brent at Eastney (with
22 Turnstone) and a total of 6 singing Cetti's at Milton Lake (4) and Great Salterns (2). At Baffins
Pond his faith in feral geese was restored when he found all 12 BARNACLE GEESE, the Snow
Goose, and the 'Bar-Headed hybrid', all present and correct.
I am sure that every sighting of a RED KITE in Hampshire brings into the mind of those who see the
birds and those that just hear about them the question of when and where they will start to nest in our
county. Clearly news of nest sites will always be a sensitive matter and I would not wish to reveal the
location of any that I knew about (and I don't know of any) but the purpose of English Nature's
introduction programme was, I assume, to establish the birds in one or two suitable areas and then
see them expand into other areas until they become widespread throughout the UK. A question on
how far this has already occurred reached me last night all the way from California, and prompts me
to put in a plea for some generalised statistics of the success of this project to be made available. It
would be nice over the years to see an entry in the Hampshire Bird Report stating something like 'this
year x pairs bred in Hampshire, raising y young', but before we get to that stage could we perhaps
have an indication from English Nature of the number of pairs in a series of concentric bands around
the release point (e.g. 50 pairs breeding in an area of 30 miles radius around the a known central
point, with 10 pairs in a circle from 30 to 50 miles out, and 2 pairs breeding more than 50 miles from
the centre). It may be that some such info is already available - if so, please tell us about it.
A brief look at Aldsworth Pond this afternoon showed me that two pairs of GADWALL and one male
SHOVELER are still present and that one pair of Coot already have a nest towering two feet above
the water. The Swan pair were present and giving a lone Canada Goose short shrift when it entered
their territory, and I saw at least 8 Tufted Duck with a greater number of Coot, a few Moorhen and at
least one pair of Dabchick (I can't remember seeing any Mallard at all). Earlier I had been in the
Hollybank woods where loud Mistle Thrush song and the complaining calls of Siskin seemed
appropriate to the miserable weather and cold north east wind.
TUE 28 MAR
Reaching the Langstone shore on my way to Hayling today just five Brent could be seen distantly to the
east, then another seven near Langstone bridge, which might have been summering birds, as might
have been six in the Oysterbeds and three in Stoke Bay, but on the Knott's Marsh shore just south of
the bay there was a flock of 111 to shatter my illusion that we had seen the last of them. Another half
dozen were in the Kench and there were even two standing on the old sewage outfall at Eastney.

Black and Bar Tailed Godwit were both represented with flocks of around 40 of each, well
outnumbered by 100 or more Oystercatcher and one 'smoke' of at least 500 Dunlin at high tide.
There were a few Curlew on the shore and a group of around 40 circling over an inland field and
there were perhaps 100 Redshank spread along the shore and a few Grey Plover and Turnstone. I
only saw three or four Egrets and perhaps 20 Shelduck but off Langstone I noticed that a Lesser
Blackback gull was still where I had seen one yesterday. On the west Hayling newly sown fields a
flock of around 100 Linnet were feeding with a similar number of Woodpigeon and up to 50 Stock
Dove, and at Gunner Point there was a single Wheatear on the shore
MON 27 MAR
Brian Fellows has just returned from a week in East Anglia, mainly the Norfolk coast. where he notched
up 105 species including Black Winged Stilt, large flocks of Pinkfoot Geese, some Twite and Tree
Sparrows galore (these at the Ouse Washes). Especially interesting at the moment were 3
SWALLOWS seen at Snettisham on Mar 23 and a singing WILLOW WARBLER at Grafham Water
on Mar 25 plus plenty of Sand Martin at Rutland Water (where no Osprey had yet arrived)
......Back in Emsworth today Brian found a BLACKCAP singing 'explosively' in the trees behind the
Palmers Road carpark and says ** surely this must be a migrant **. The Black Swan which I had
seen at the west end of the Emsworth shore on Friday seems to have decided not to take its holiday
just yet and was back on the town Mill Pond today, while the Peter Pond Swans have made no
further progress with their nest (the Langstone pond bird was on here nest, maybe just briefly, when
I went past today)
On HOSLIST Phil Lord is still finding GOLDEN PLOVER at Highwood Lane near Romsey with more
than 220 there this evening, many in summer plumage, while the field was being rolled. 55+
Fieldfare were in the same field and at Hunts Farm, Timsbury 20 to 25 Sand Martin were seen on
both Mar 21 and 26 (is this a nest site?). Also on HOSLIST Dave Unsworth tells us that the Hurst
Spit SNOW BUNTING is still present near post 16 (all it needs is a mate to set up an interesting
Hampshire breeding record)
John Shillitoe tells me that he was with Ian Thirlwell at the Hundred Acres site near Wickham on
Sunday Mar 19 and they both thought they heard WILLOW WARBLER song briefly - this was the
same day that the earliest was heard in Sussex and a few days ahead of Rob Edmunds bird at Fleet.
This last Sunday (Mar 26) a Wheatear was on the Hundred Acres fields and on Saturday (Mar 25)
there were still 8 Lapwing on the grassy fields south of Newtown (around SU 616116). At the IBM
North Harbour site John has not yet tracked down this year's Kestrel nest - the pair are active around
the buildings but a Feral Pigeon has taken over the ledge where they nested last year.
CORN BUNTING are probably taking up territories now, and last Saturday (Mar 25) John Shillitoe
heard one singing from a tree top by the road junction north of Hambledon (SU 638165), but over in
Sussex the winter flock on Newmarket Hill (east of Brighton) which Colin Law thought had dispersed
was still there (80 Corn Bunting plus 20 Yellowhammer) yesterday (Mar 26). Nearby in the Castle
Hill national nature reserve a female Stonechat was seen with nesting material and singing Linnets
may also have been thinking of settling down.
Martin Rand was plant hunting on the east bank of the Avon between Breamore and Downton
yesterday and also saw plenty of birds including 5 BLACK SWANS (with about 50 Mute), 9
Buzzards, a Grey Wagtail and pair of Great Crested Grebe as well as a Reed Bunting and hunting
Kestrel
A late afternoon walk around Langstone and the South Moors showed me that there are now very few
migrant BRENT to be seen (I found 40 off Langstone village and another 10 at the mouth of the
Langbrook stream) plus a few TEAL (30 or 40 in and around Budds Farm and a couple on Langstone
Pond) and several small flocks of Merganser. I did not see any Wigeon. On Langstone Pond the
SWAN is on its nest hidden in the reeds at the north end of the pond and a MOORHEN is sitting
close to the weir where the mill stream flows under the mill (it used this same site last year and a fox
was seen enjoying the eggs). On the South Moors I met Jason Crook who had just been watching a
wintering COMMON SANDPIPER on Budds Farm pools and a couple of WHITE WAGTAILS on the
filtration beds that can be seen from the path alongside the Brockhampton Stream, and he told me
that he has already seen several SANDWICH TERN in Langstone Harbour in the past few days
(though none today)

PLANTS:

SUN 2 APR
Martin Rand was at the mouth of the River Hamble this afternoon and made an unexpected find of the
first CUCKOO FLOWER (Cardamine pratensis) among the reeds, while on the shingle off the old
Hook scrape the beach flora is coming along well. As on Hayling the SEA KALE is putting up its
purple shoots and ALEXANDERS is flourishing while the tiny plants that love the sand and shingle
are now appearing - SPRING BEAUTY only has a small foothold there compared to its dominance
around the Sinah shore on Hayling and SEA MOUSE EAR is plentiful in both places but LESSER
CHICKWEED was only found by Martin (this is marked as present on the Hayling shore in the Flora
but I have never knowingly found it - another one to search for!). A very common plant on the sandy
shore of Hayling which Martin does not mention at Hook, is Bur Chervil which I am pretty sure will
have some flowers next Tuesday when I make my weekly visit t o SInah. Inland Martin comments
that Garlic Mustard is now generally coming into flower and that he has already had some of the
young tips in salads on his table at home (which reminds me that, watching House Sparrows pecking
at the lovely red petals of the Japonica in our garden I wondered if they tasted 'sweet' to the birds this thought was inspired by a program on TV showing a medieval herb garden in which Pot
Marigolds were grown for their petals to add sweetness to dishes in the days before sugar was
known to us in England). One plant I would not eat is Arum Lily, particularly the large leaved Italian
species which has yellow veining to its leaves, and Martin saw a clump of this established in a
hedgebank near Whitsbury over the weekend.
No great finds today but I did notice that WYCH ELM trees everywhere are now covered with the great
mass of seeds which from a distance look like pale green opening leaves but come before them.
These seeds are very pretty, pale green oval wafers with a pink nutlet in the centre. I also found
leaves opening on Hornbeam trees and saw my first flowers on Broom and Cherry Laurel.
SAT 1 APR
Geoff Butland led an interesting walk north from Walderton today in search of flowers, and in the
woodland between Watergate and Up Marden found Haslett Copse carpeted with Wood Anemones,
Wood Violets, Wood Sorrel, Primroses, Moschatel and some early Bluebells but the speciality of the
day was the first flowering RAMSONS (Wild Garlic)
Gwynne Johnson was with the Evening Class group which were privileged to take a walk today through
the Stansted private nature reserve in Pond Copse (behind Brickkiln Pond as viewed from the road)
and found the first flowerings of BROOM, Common WINTERCRESS (aka Yellow Rocket) and of
WILD GOOSEBERRY. Earlier they had found a mass of Common Fumitory in one of the Holme
Farm fields near Stubbermere and later they were duly impressed by the wonderful display of
LESSER PERIWINKLE flowering in the edge of Pits Copse (south of the Groves). During their walk
the group also found their first unsheathed spathe of Lords and Ladies (Arum) – some were out at
Langstone last Monday but I have seen none since.
The Evening Class group went out in the morning, when I was cycling round Denvilles searching for
Song Thrushes but also finding long flower buds hanging from one Laburnum Tree (that will soon
take us by surprise with its brilliant yellow flowers). In the afternoon rain I made a more botanically
oriented expedition to check the Early Purple orchid site in The Holt near Horndean where I found
masses of leaves but no sign of orchid flowers. What I did find was a massive number of Early Dog
(or Pale Wood) Violets carpeting the woodland floor like the Bluebells that are just starting to open (I
have never seen these Violets in such numbers anywhere before) and even better, on the banks of
Pyle Lane (east side at around SU 712123) was a mass of GOLDILOCKS BUTTERCUPS with the
yellow petals just showing on a few whose sepals had split to allow the bud to open - the plants are
so inconspicuous that I only saw them when I bent to check some Sweet Violets. From Pyle Lane I
went on to Wellsworth Lane at Rowlands Castle, expecting to see Bush Vetch in flower (since Martin
Rand found this out by the Avon north of Fordingbridge last Monday), but I could see little of the
roadside colony which sometimes seems to flower in the winter, and had difficulty in finding unopen
buds on just two or three plants, though the Green Alkanet is flowering strongly as usual outside

Wellsworth Farm and I saw flowers on Wid Gooseberry as the Evening Class had done at Stansted
in the morning.
Martin Rand was in the Michelmersh/Braishfield area yesterday and found GLABROUS
WHITLOWGRASS (E. glabrescens) at Casbrook Common reminding me to look more closely at the
minute plants which I tend to record as Common Whitlowgrass without considering lookalike species
and subspecies. Looking at the Hants Flora I see that Erophila glabrescens has in the past been
found in The Holt at Rowlands Castle. Another message from Martin points out an error in my
reporting of one of his finds last week - on Monday Mar 27 I correctly reported his find of Great
Horsetail at Hale over the River Avon from Breamore but then referred to it on Thursday Mar 30 as
having been found at Emer Bog which was not true - just my memory going wrong again.
FRI 31 MAR
Nothing startling in the way of flowers today but an oddity which I have been watching for some time
opened its first flower this morning. This is a lone plant of GREATER CELANDINE growing on the
bank of the Langbrook stream in the shelter of the Tesco store and in air warmed by the exhaust of
the store's air conditioning fans. Each year it flowers very early and today's bloom was late in the
year by its standards - don't expect to see flowers on other plants in normal situations for a little
white. Before I reached the Langbrook I found another young Hawthorn showing the white of its
flowers by the Homewell stream and later, on Broadmarsh Playing Fields, I found the eyecatching
seeds on Field Pennycress were well developed - if the restart of work here is delayed a little longer
the seeds my be viable when the earth mound on which they are growing is dispersed. One other
plant that I should have mentioned a week or more ago is GREEN ALKANET of which one plant has
been flowering for that time near the Red Cross Hut in our Havant Pallant.
THU 30 MAR
The BUTTERBUR which grows beside the west channel of the River Ems in Brook Meadow just north
of the A259 is having a very good year. Today Brian Fellows counted 412 flower spikes here, more
than 100 greater than last year's equivalent count of 298. These are of course the normal male
plants (I gather that females are only found growing naturally in Lancashire, creating wonder at the
nationwide spread of male plants - the female plants by the Langbrook stream in Langstone are the
result of introduction by an ecologist working for IBM when they first acquired land in Havant)
Here is what Martin Rand has to report on his research into the true identity of the lovely roadside plants
which Phil Budd showed me on Mar 19 (on the north side of the road at around SU 587 222). Martin
says >> That Pulmonaria in Sailors Lane may be a cultivar called 'Skylight'. Here's the description,
which seems to fit the "in between P. officinalis and P. obscura" characters well. (Incidentally, those
two don't hybridize.) .. "May be a variety or hybrid of P. officinalis as the basal leaves mostly have
cordate bases and the blades and petioles are roughly equal in length, each up to 13 cm (5 in) wide.
The blade shape is a rounded oval not very much longer than it is wide and the light green spots and
blotches are not particularly showy or numerous. It has blue flowers, pink in bud, and short styles." ..
No other cultivars of P. officinalis really seem to fit the bill. The same source reminded me that P.
obscura has a very sprawling habit, which doesn't seem to fit the bill. As for the leaf ratios, we'll have
to look later in the year. The flowers I looked at were certainly all thrum-eyed; I wonder if you or Phil
noticed any deviation from this? None of the horticultural descriptions comment on a comparative
regularity of marking that was evident on these plants - at least not on the broad-leaved species. ... A
gentleman called Richard Nutt is a keen Pulmonarist and raised a large number of cultivars for the
RHS Wisley trials a few years ago. Many of these, I am told, were unspotted or faintly marked, and
so didn't meet with universal acclaim from the gardeners. It's possible that there are unnamed
varieties out there! <<
Last Monday (Mar 27) Martin Rand found the fertile spikes of GREAT HORSETAIL showing at Hale
(across the Hampshire Avon from Breamore) so today I kept a special look out for them around the
water cress beds on the Warblington Farm and found two or three showing among nettles and other
greenery - later in the year the waist high horsetails will be un-missable but I could easily have failed
to see these if I had not been looking. Not yet in flower the Great Pond Sedge was already showing
its long black 'buds' in the SSSI meadow where umpteen species of Sedge exercise my identification
skills in the spring and early summer (I know the experts wait for the ripe fruit to determine many
species but I enjoy the plants more in flower).
WED 29 MAR

One of my early botanic errors when starting to record plants in the Havant area was to send in a report
of GREAT WOODRUSH (Luzula sylvatica) from Havant Thicket, not realising that it is quite a rarity
in this county and is described in the Hants Flora as being ** very local and rare, found in ancient
woodland on sandy or loamy, rather acid soils, including those of the chalk superficials ** Ampfield
Woods, however, is recognised as one of its strongholds and on this rther miserable day Martin Rain
found it coming into flower there and comments ** this must be one of the best sites in Hampshire for
this plant. ** On a different subject Martin tells me that the 'motorway Oxeye Daisies' which he has
seen in flower recently and which I referred to last Monday (Mar 27) as possibly being Shasta
Daisies are in fact much closer in looks to our native Oxeye Daisies but flowering too early to be our
native species. Martin also comments that ** All the Common Birds-foot Trefoil that occurs on the
Allbrook spur road at Eastleigh is var. sativus, which is not generally considered a British native **
and this ties in with his suggestion that they are possibly the same species as our native plants but
come from seed gathered in 'foreign parts' where the plants have an inbred clock telling that to flower
when it is spring where they came from (round the Mediterranean?) rather than in our later spring. I
know this to be a problem with many trees that are planted by well meaning local authorities, having
purchased them from suppliers who obtain their stocks from the least cost source, and in my mind at
any rate I always regard schemes for 'planting native shrubs' as being a bit of a con trick and no
service to conservation of our genuine native plants.
John Goodspeed yesterday found a good amount of Opposite Leaved Golden Saxifrage in flower in
private woodland not far from Purbrook Heath. I am glad it is still to be found there but would not
encourage others to search for it at this site as John tells me that whoever owns the land seems
keen to keep it private and has blocked all the old paths with brushwood.
Last Sunday I met someone who gave me the impression that he had already this year found Early
Purple Orchids in flower at Lowtons Copse near Clanfield (but he may have been referring to seeing
them last year) so today I went to the Long Copse site (at the eastern end of the Hollybank Woods
north of Emsworth) to see if any were showing colour
- next month there should be at least
800 of them flowering there. I could find no colour though several plants had sheathed flower spikes
up to 8cm high. This was by no means a wasted journey as I found Wild Cherry in full flower (Martin
Rand had the first last Friday at Emer Bog - see Mar 24) and my personal first Wood Sorrel (which I
know has been out for some time). Two Gean (Wild Cherry) trees were in flower and one was
interesting in having a great mass of flowers at about my head height (often these flowers just form a
canopy high overhead, difficult to see against a pale spring sky) - the reason being that this mature
tree had fallen to the ground some years ago and had since raised flowering branches from its
prostrate trunk, and a new tree, already flowering, seemed to be growing from its roots. Two less
interesting finds here were of RED CURRANT in flower for the first time this year and small but open
fronds of fresh BRACKEN. The best find of the day came among the many wild flowers sharing the
damp ground of the orchid site - answering a question in my mind raised by Christoph Harwood's
account of his walk around East Meon last Saturday and removing another of my stubborn
pre-conceptions. What I found was a liberal scattering of pure WHITE VIOLETS, and all my
previous experience and reference to books told me these should be Sweet Violets although they
looked exactly like Common Dog Violets (V. riviniana). Christoph Harwood's description of his latest
walk included a reference to finding White Dog Violets in the Green Lane which takes him back to
East Meon from Rookham Copse near Langrish House (going under Barrow Hill and past Greenway
Copse) but I was reluctant to publish this news in case the identification was challeged by more
expert botanists, but now I have seen for myself that Common Dog Violets can be pure white (and
very pretty) - not only did they look right for the species at first glance (scattered individual plants, not
thick clusters) but there was no trace of hairs on petioles or leaves and the stipules at the base of
each petiole were the long thin ones, with prominent tiny strips sticking out from each side, that are
distinctive of V. riviniana.
TUE 28 MAR
Cycling down the Hayling shore on the Billy Line in the chill north east wind I found much of my
surroundings covered in the snowy white of a ‘Blackthorn winter’ but amongst this I came on a
different white on the lone pear tree that grows on the seaward side of the track opposite the ‘Aston
Villa’ fields (I can still see the image of a child tossing a half eaten pear from the railway carriage
window as it passed this spot in the 1950s). More white surrounded the Sinah golf course, this time

of the Spring Beauty which now shows tiny white flowers on many plants, and on the southern side
of the course was yet more white in the first flowers of SEA CAMPION but top of the bill today was
the pink of THRIFT (just a couple of flowers opening on two very early flower heads). On the way
home, coming through the metal barrier marking the northern end of the Billy Trail, I found the OAK
TREE above me had many well developed leaves and of course with these leaves come the catkins
of the male flowers, once more allowing the Oak to win its annual battle with the Ash by having both
flowers and leaves on show first (the Ash would always win the weather prediction battle if we just
went by the emergence of the flowers)
MON 27 MAR
Martin Rand spent yesterday afternoon mainly on the east bank of the Avon between Breamore and
Downton, finding a number of plants in flower that could also be found here in the Havant area. His
list started with Yellow Archangel (both the variegated leaf 'garden form' and the plain leaved
woodland native form and in damper areas he found much Opposite Leaved Golden Saxifrage and
fertile spikes of Great Horsetail (which grows here in profusion on the Warblington Castle Farm
around the watercress beds). Crosswort was in flower as was the common Bush Vetch and the less
common Bitter Vetch (this was only in bud but the news encourages me to check out the Blendworth
Common site here) Later Martin went south to an area close to Matcham's viewpoint looking over
the river south of Ringwood - his object here was a magnificent display of native SUMMER
SNOWFLAKE which totally covers the wet woodland floor at SU 134011 south of Wattons Ford
Common (the Hants Flora describes it as covering an area of 55 x 60 metres and there is now
probably even more of it). Also here was much WOOD SORREL (which I still have not seen this
year) and a great carpet of plants of CLIMBING CORYDALIS which I have only seen on the banks of
the Hook brook south of Warsash (by the woodland path around SU 497052). One other plant which
Martin mentions as a roadside result of wildflower seeding is possibly what I call SHASTA DAISY (a
large and coarse version of the Oxeye Daisy) - he has seen it in flower by the M27 at Chilworth and
it caught my attention only today when I saw one flower staring at me from a definitely planted
garden in Havant.
I was not expecting to see much in a late afternoon walk down to Langstone today but as soon as I had
crossed East Street I found flowers opening on a Bay Tree outside Havant Museum and a great
mass of flower buds almost ready to open on the Holly tree beside it. The first big surprise came at
the foot of the slope down to the carpark where the ground was bright yellow with AMERICAN
WINTERCRESS (upper stem leaves all pinnate), and at the south end of the carpark single flowers
had begun to open in the clusters on a HAWTHORN tree that is always one of the earliest to flower.
Emerging from the bridge taking the A27 over the Billy Line I found four clusters of COWSLIPS in
flower where I could not even detect the plants last week (these are the ones I was looking for earlier
in the year as they have in the past flowered in January). The next two surprises came in Mill Lane
on the other side of Langstone village - here DOVES FOOT CRANESBILL was in flower and several
Lords and Ladies (Arum) had sheathed spathes (the first I have seen this year) and one had already
begun to roll back the sheath so that I could see the purple spathe inside. The last good find came
on the South Moors in the 'Orchid Field' close to the Autoliv factory where 40 plants of KINGCUPS
had yellow flowers on show. Finally, coming up the Langbrook stream, I found the great mass of
female BUTTERBUR plants (planted by some eccentric ecologist on behalf of IBM years ago) were
now in flower, as was the Stream Water-Crowfoot, but the odd plant of Greater Celandine that
thrives in the shelter of the Tesco store still needs another day to open its flowers that are showing
yellow buds. Two plants that are currently flowering in Havant but which I have not mentioned are
first the abundant escape Yellow Corydalis and secondly the opportunist weed Thale Cress.
INSECTS:

SUN 2 APR
My day started with a small brown PLUME MOTH on the inside of the Kitchen Window, but when I
opened the window and encouraged the insect to fly it took no notice and eventually fell out,
presumably dead. The nearest match for this micro-moth I can find in Chinery is Capperia
britannodactyla but he gives that as a summer insect emerging in June so I suspect this was one of
the 'great unknown' species. Later, on the seawall of Chalk Dock near the eastern entrance to
Farlington Marshes, I was checking plants when something stirred in the damp grass and greatly

surprised me by emerging as a male ORANGE TIP in full colour, and on my way home I saw what
must have been a SMALL WHITE in a garden before I met Tony Gutteridge who had seen a
PEACOCK and two BRIMSTONES in Stansted Forest this morning.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

FRI 31 MAR
One of the few things of interest which Brian Fellows saw in a cycle trip down the west shore of Thorney
Island to the Great Deeps today was a single HARE preening itself in the middle of the large field
north of the Great Deeps and abutting on Eames Farm. Brian saw one in this same field on Mar 13
- hopefully not the only one on the island.
BIRDS:

WEEK 12 MAR 20 - 26

SUN 26 MAR
Peter Morrison reports more than 40 SAND MARTIN seen moving up the Meon Valley (presumably at
Titchfield Haven) today after Ron King had seen 3 at Winchester sewage farm yesterday. Two
separate LITTLE RINGED PLOVER also arrived yesterday (Mar 25), one being seen by Tony Hale
at Keyhaven and the other by Ron King at Winchester. These were clearly new arrivals but
BLACKCAP song heard at Titchfield Haven and Bishopstoke today may not have been - I also
heard Blackcap song from my garden first thing this morning though it was intermittent and did not
have the 'explosive' quality which Theo Roberts describes for new arrivals.
Yet more SAND MARTIN were seen by Nick Hull in the Ringwood area today (20 of them at
Mockbeggar) causing me to wonder if they still nest in the sand quarry just across the road from the
‘water splash’ ford in the road at Moyles Court? Probably not as I think they had abandoned it forty
years ago! At Pitts Wood Nick saw up to 7 BRAMBLING and one of the three males (in almost full
summer dress) sang briefly (as, according to Nick, did the Parrot Crossbill but some may still dispute
its id)
Among other migrants two SANDWICH TERN were seen to fly past Selsey Bill this morning (direction
not given – one seen yesterday was going west)
Steve Copsey was at Titchfield Haven this morning and again had close views of the Slav Grebe in the
harbour – when he first saw it on Wednesday (see Mar 22 below) he remarked that it seemed to
have one foot out of action and he is wondering if it is this partial incapacity which has made it
overcome any fear of humans to enjoy the easy fishing in the Hill Head harbour. Whatever the
reason for its presence here its summer plumage is developing apace and should be giving stunning
views to local birders if it remains another week. The two Great Northern Diver seen yesterday were
still presence but were less easy to see at a range of a mile or more. On dry land Steve noticed **
Linnets in just about every bit of Gorse/shrubs on the front ** but I suspect that these birds were still
part of a flock that has not yet broken up into territorial pairs.
This morning I spent a couple of enjoyable hours in Havant Thicket where I had gone in the hope of
hearing a Willow Warbler but failed to do so. Chiffchaff were singing everywhere - I must have heard
a good dozen - and I had two views of Sparrowhawk, but the most interesting birds were several
small groups of both Siskin and Redpoll. A little while ago Brian Fellows remarked on the strange
'death rattle' occasionally made by Carrion Crow in the spring and I expect most people are familiar
with this low-pitched croaking rattle - this morning I heard a similar sound (low pitched and brief)
coming several times from dead trees and am pretty certain it was a woodpecker drumming though
I was unable to track down the bird. I heard both Great Spotted and Green Woodpecker in the area
and am wondering if the sound could have been made by a Green Woodpecker. I have read that
they do sometimes drum, though I have never knowingly heard one do so, and wonder if anyone
who has done so can tell us what it sounds like?
SAT 25 MAR
Pager news today is of a first year GLAUCOUS GULL seen at the west end of Stokes Bay (near
Browndown) in the early morning (probably not staying as no further reports), a BLACK REDSTART
at Warsash (no clue as to whereabouts), and two GREAT NORTHERN DIVERS off Hill Head with
that confiding summer plumage Slavonian Grebe still in Hill Head harbour by Titchfield Haven.
Sussex news is of a SERIN flying in at Selsey this morning and singing for a couple of minutes before

being flushed by a dog walker. In a nearby garden a BLACK REDSTART was seen (this and the one
at Warsash could be spring migrants/vagrants rather than winter residents) The only Sandwich Tern
seen at Selsey today was going west…
Tony Hale trudged along Hurst Spit today with only the SNOW BUNTING as his reward and
somewhere in Hampshire (maybe Winchester?) Ron King had Bramblings still visiting his garden
Christoph Harwood took his regular weekend walk in the East Meon area today and was rewarded with
the sight of a pair of LONG TAILED TITS building their nest and undisturbed by his interest in their
work as he watched one or two of the estimated 2000 feathers being put in place. Less entrancing
was the sight of Starlings carrying sticks and of Rooks busy with their nests (here in Havant the
Starlings have been singing on one of my chimney pots for so long that I am expecting young birds to
pop out at any time - though to be fair I have not seen them even carrying food to their nests yet).
Three SONG THRUSH were singing, reminding me that from April 1st we are all asked to record the
presence of all apparently breeding Song Thrushes on the forms received with the HOS and HWT
magazines – these seem to have been designed for recording birds in your own garden and my mind
boggles at the number of pieces of paper that Debbie Wicks will receive if all birders and other active
naturalists actually record all the birds they come across in the season – I will certainly be putting my
data onto a spread sheet and emailing it to Debbie rather than accumulating and posting a hundred
or so sheets of A4.
A late morning ride around Bedhampton and Broadmarsh found one GREEN SANDPIPER still in the
Hermitage Stream near Bedhampton station (last time I looked there the concrete bottom of the
stream was bone dry but today there was perhaps half an inch of water making ideal conditions for
the bird to wander in search of food brought down by the stream). At Broadmarsh slipway there
were a few more Swans than usual (13 there with two more upstream near the A27 and the
Bedhampton Mill Pond pair in residence above the A27) and still a few Wigeon, Teal, Dunlin and
Shelduck. Redshank and Black Tailed Godwit are becoming the dominant shorebirds, and there
were still 250 or more Brent. Both Meadow Pipit and Skylark were singing around Budds Mound and
the local Kestrel was hunting overhead.
FRI 24 MAR
Last Tuesday (Mar 21) I passed on a 'reported' Willow Warbler said to have been in Sussex last
Sunday (Mar 19) and today I can announce with much more certainty that one has arrived in
Hampshire - heard (along with Chiffchaff) singing in his Fleet garden first thing this morning by Rob
Edmunds. Sussex however are definitely outdoing Fleet on the Bittern sightings with one seen flying
over Hastings at 5.15pm on Wednesday (Mar 22). Even more interesting news from the Sussex
website tonight is of a GREAT WHITE EGRET flying north east over Selsey village at 08.58
yesterday morning (Mar 23)
Letting my dog out in the garden around 11pm last night I heard the whistles of at least two REDWING
flying north low overhead in the mist and drizzle and today I see from HOSLIST that a large scale
passage of these birds was heard last night by both Simon Colenutt on Hayling Island and Simon
Woolley in Winchester. Presumably the flock of Fieldfare which I saw at Idsworth at midday
yesterday was part of the same movement of birds heading north from the continent.
Martin Rand was at Emer Bog near Ampfield today and noted that one pair of Lapwing on nearby fields
were acting as if they might have a nest site while the only other pair there were showing little
interest. While mentioning Lapwing I heard Bob Langley on TV today say that in Lincolnshire they
have a variation on the name 'Pewit' and are called 'Pie whites' (or so it sounded)
A PEREGRINE was seen roosting on Chichester Cathedral last night by Graham Roberts, who also
prompts me to correct an unintentional implication of what I wrote a week ago (Mar 17) about the
Swifts visiting a nest box on Graham's house. The non-breeding birds which he found in the box
were not juveniles but were birds of one or two year's old starting to think about breeding but not yet
fully committed to that task, so there is a good chance that the birds which spent fifteen nights in
Graham's next box last summer will return to use it 'for real' this summer - the nest box is still
wrapped in a polythene bag to keep it clean but will be back in position for use when the birds return
(a month or more from now). Graham's article described a nest of feathers and thistledown which
these 'practising' birds constructed and which is still in the nestbox for possible re-use, and checking
my book of birds nests I see that Swifts do collect material of this sort in flight and 'glue it' together
with their 'saliva' to form a cup shaped nest so I have now learnt that it is not only oriental species of

Swift which construct nests of this sort (partly to lay their eggs in and partly to support the 'bird's nest
soup' industry). As I said on Mar 17 I had up till now thought that our Swifts laid their eggs on the
rafters with no nest at all.
This afternoon's high tide brought at least 24 Egrets to the Langstone/Warblington shore fields (at least
11 in the meadow south of Wade Court and the nearby Yew Tree, and another group of 13 with
cattle in the eastern field of Warblington Farm) and there may well have been more in the
Oysterbeds where John Goodspeed saw 6 yesterday afternoon. John also had 120 Brent in the
Stoke Bay area and first thing this morning there were around 250 Brent off Budds Mound and this
afternoon I saw over 70 between Langstone and Emsworth so we are not down to summer birds yet
(though a party of 9 near the end of Pook Lane and a singleton off Maisemore Gardens at Emsworth
probably were). A party of 7 BAR TAILED GODWIT which John saw yesterday near the saltings half
way down the west Hayling shore were probably on the move and the BLACK SWAN which I saw
this afternoon off Maisemore Gardens had presumably migrated west from the Emsworth Mill Pond
(is it now intending to continue west to Broadmarsh and Fareham Creek as I did last year? we shall
see)
The SLAV GREBE which is developing its summer plumage golden horns, and which was giving very
close views last Wednesday to Steve Copsey and others in the harbour just outside the Titchfield
Haven visitor centre, was still being seen in the harbour today. Yesterday's pager news from
Titchfield Haven included a MERLIN and, offshore, the Great Northern Diver.
John Chapman tells me that a COLLARED DOVE is nesting in full view on the face of a house in
Langstone High Street where the nest is supported by the telephone wires entering the house - the
same nest site was used last year. Also today I had a phone call from a lady in Havant's South
Street saying that when a small Yew tree was cut down today it was found to have a fledged young
Collared Dove in a nest that had been hidden in the tree - as two cats own that garden thoughts of
leaving the youngster for its own parents to continue to nurture were rejected in favour of taking it for
asylum in Anne McMahon's bird rescue centre.
THU 23 MAR
Theo Roberts gave me an update this morning on the Blackcap which have been wintering in his
garden where they have been carefully monitored for over 30 years. Since Jan 1 this year a total of
15 different birds, recognizable by the colour rings which he gives them (after a meal of specially
made sponge cake has attracted them into one of his cages with its remotely controlled door), and
two 'special guests' are still with him - one is a male bird that has returned for six consecutive winters
and the other a female that has been present for the past five winters. On the question of
distinguishing summer from winter Blackcaps Theo claims to be able to pick out those newly arriving
from the south by a more 'explosive' song than that given by the winter birds before they head east to
central Europe. The garden currently must have a nest of young Robins as the parents are regularly
seen carrying food to them.
Just as the rain started I drove past a flock of FIELDFARE on grass near Idsworth but as there was
nowhere to park in the narrow road I could only pause long enough to estimate that there were
around 50 birds and did not see if the flock contained any Redwing
WED 22 MAR
In the Chalk Dock area today I met someone just returning from Farlington Marshes who had been
watching two SHORT EARED OWLS over the islands (mainly North Binness near the trees) for an
hour or more after 3pm. As we came back together and were approaching the small carpark we both
clearly saw a PARTRIDGE fly over the grass near us heading across the road to the Broadmarsh
playing fields site - I followed it and spoke to two dog walkers who had seen it but no-one could tell it
if was Red Legged or Grey. In the harbour there are still plenty of Brent and quite a few Teal but I
could see few Wigeon. I did see 11 Shelduck on the Budds Farm shore and found another pair on
the Budds Farm pools where the Swan pair have returned (but very few other birds were with them).
Kevin Stouse had time for a walk round the IBM North Harbour site in Portsmouth at lunchtime today
and was surprised to hear a couple of CORN BUNTING flying over. They are unlikely to settle on this
site but could take up territory in our area (on Portsdown?) as Kevin says one of them was 'jangling'
(I guess this means singing and that the second bird was its mate). Two birds that will nest there are
the SWANS which I could not see during last Saturday's WeBS count but which are back today and
also still present are the 9 pais of Canada Geese, one of which gave a typical show of 'men behaving

badly' when, in Kevin's words it ** flew in and drove what I assume was the male off and proceeded
to mate with the other bird, the driven off bird seemed to take no interest whatsoever in what was
happening simply made its way to the bank where the female rejoined it a few minutes later. the lone
bird then proceeded to swim back off up the lake. The pair then settled down with the male watching
over the female while she fed ** The male Kestrel was again seen but not the female - although they
do not normally start nesting until April it does sound as if she might be already on a nest.
I have in the past heard SLAVONIAN GREBE referred to as HORNED GREBE on account on the
golden tufts on their heads in summer plumage and looking at my new Collins Field Guide I see that
the latter is now the bird's official name - my reason for mentioning this is that Peter Morrison today
had one moulting into summer plumage in Hill Head harbour (where it must have given good close
views). Out on the sea was a Great Northern Diver. Following Peter’s news comes a more detailed
account of the Grebe from Steve Copsey who says that when he was at Titchfield Haven today he
saw ** a Slav Grebe just off the beach slowly working it's way east towards the harbour mouth. After
watching I popped for a quick coffee and as I stood outside looking over the wall I saw the Grebe
enter the harbour itself. I let the staff know and we all went out for a good view, the bird swam right
along the wall down to a few feet as it caught and ate several fish as we watched. One bigger fish
actually managed to escape and swam away. The Grebe was in shallow water and spent a lot of
time with just it's head under the water as it swam around looking for it's next meal. It was noticed
that when swimming the Grebes right leg was left trailing behind as the left did the work, although it
did appear to use both when diving? The birds plumage was changing into summer and was very
similar to the illustration of the same in the new Collins field guide. The Horns/Tufts were just starting
to appear and the neck was brownish, also clearly visible at such close range was the bright red eye.
At a guess I would say it is probably the same bird as Sunday morning but I have no conclusive
proof. I watched for a good 1/2 hour and when I departed around 1ish the bird was still fishing in the
harbour.
TUE 21 MAR
The Sussex website tells us that on Sunday Mar 19 a very early TREE PIPIT was 'reported' to be at
Pulborough Brooks, a WILLOW WARBLER was at Galley Hill (location not in the SOS gazetteer)
and a STONE CURLEW paused on Seaford beach, then flew on. On Tuesday (Mar 21) 900 BRENT
flew east past Brighton marina and with them was one PALE BELLIED BIRD which must have given
up thoughts of Canada and thrown its lot in with its Siberian friends. At 5pm on Mar 19 more than
2000 WIGEON flew to a high altitude over Pulborough Brooks then broke into small flocks and flew
north and east, and from Rye Harbour area we hear there were no BITTERN to be seen and Paul
Troake says ** The last I saw were two on 15th, despite looking three times since. ** Among a lot
more detail there are reports of 4 singing FIRECREST in West Dean Woods on Mar 20 and of a
BARN OWL hunting in the morning at Pulborough.
Peter Morrison today reported a single AVOCET visiting Hook Scrape at Warsash, possibly the first of
a stream of these birds that should now be beginning to move back from their winter quarters in the
west country to East Anglia (or Holland?) Ten have already been seen passing Brighton marina.
Last Sunday (Mar 19) Mike Collins was standing in Leigh Park Gardens scanning the trees for Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker when he became aware of a pair of LONG TAILED TITS which, he says, **
ignored me and continued to put the final touches to their master piece of a nest within a couple of
feet of where I was standing - ready for eggs very soon I suspect. **
Mike Rafter was at Hurst Castle for over three hours around lunchtime today and reports ** 3
Sandmartins 4 Wheatears 3 Chiffchaffs in overgrown garden of lighthouse keeper's cottage (1
appeared to be of the race 'Tristis') 1 Merlin 1 F.Snow Bunting 2 to 3 hundred Meadow Pipits
moving north and 1 Red-Throated Diver flying west **
A surprising number of Brent are still with us (100 at Langstone/Northney, 150 in Oysterbeds/Stoke
Bay, 50+ off the South Moors and 200 in the Kench) but the only Shelduck seen when cycling from
Havant to Gunner Point and then Black Point was just one on Sinah Lake. 40 SANDERLING at
Black Point was a good personal tick and 500+ Dunlin at the Oysterbeds high tide roost were still
giving aerial 'smoke cloud' displays with 15 Merganser in the pools (on the way back with the tide
falling three of them must have found a shoal of fish among the seaweed in shallow water and gave
an exciting show of high speed chases). Great Crested Grebe have already left the harbour (I only
saw two during my trip) and there were only three Egrets to be seen. Best birds were my first singing

BLACKCAP in trees between the Billy Line and Saltmarsh Lane housing, a single KITTIWAKE flying
east close in to Sandy Point, and six WHEATEAR along the west shore of the Chichester Harbour
entrance from the Sandy Point hospital site to Black Point (none at Gunner Point where two or three
Skylark and one Meadow Pipit were singing). Chiffchaff are singing everywhere and two Mistle
Thrush joined in the general chorus in the Wade Court area.
MON 20 MAR
Alan Ford now lives in Berkshire but tells me he was brought up in Dawlish (South Devon) which relies
heavily on a colony of BLACK SWANS as its main tourist attraction (I suspect the town does have
other good things to offer visitors). Alan goes on to say **They nest on islands in the main stream
which runs through the town, where they have to be heavily protected from predators - mainly Gulls,
I think. I also think that the council, Teignbridge, keep some in captivity (at Newton Abbot?) in order
to provide a backup supply of Dawlish's one and only tourist attraction. A lot of this information is a bit
vague, I know, and it is some years since I personally witnessed cygnets. This has revived my own
curiosity and I shall try and get some up-to-date facts.** Hopefully we will hear more on this subject.
Most people will know that Theo and Graham Roberts are the acknowledged fount of knowledge on the
subject of wintering Blackcaps and have been studying them in their adjoining gardens below
Portsdown since 1969 (see Graham's article on the subject in the 1995 Hampshire Bird Report), and
according to John Goodspeed Theo still has several wintering birds in the garden (all easily
identified by their colour rings) and so far has seen no migrants. I think it is clear that no mass arrival
has yet occurred but in all species there are non-conformist individuals and a few of these may well
have demonstrated their individuality by travelling on in advance of the others. Another version of
this 'coming or going' problem occurs with SISKIN which are often heard singing at this time of year
as if they owned the place and intended to stay and nest, and as they do commonly breed in
Hampshire it is quite on the cards that a singing male is 'on territory'. Chris Fairhead raises this
question locally with a sighting of a pair, the male singing strongly, atop a Silver Birch in the north of
Stansted Forest on Mar 18.
Adrian Martin was down at Keyhaven last Friday (Mar 17) and found a very friendly SNOW BUNTING
on Hurst Spit (presumably our old friend of post 17A), with 2 female Long Tailed Duck still in the
area. On Saturday (Mar 18) David Dumn found 380 GOLDEN PLOVER still with us - at Penton near
Andover.
Kevin Stouse sums up Sunday's HOS/HWT walk at Fishbourne in six words ** a lovely day but few
migrants **. If only one Chiffchaff was heard there were plenty of other good birds starting with some
150 Black Tailed Godwit and a similar number of Brent and Wigeon. Up to 30 PINTAIL made up for
small numbers with their elegance and there were still 6 Goldeneye but no Merganser here. The
increased number of Turnstone seen at Black Point by Brian Fellows was matched by 40 of them
here. One regret was that the regular Corn Bunting seen here in previous years had been replaced
by a pair of Yellowhammer but this loss was balanced by the possiblity that 10 Egrets, seen with 4
Heron across the water in the trees of Oldpark Wood (where there is a large and established
Heronry), could be thinking of nesting with the Herons (just wishful thinking on my part?). Skylark
were still singing over the arable fields and 3 Lesser Blackbacks were on the water with a long Great
Crested Grebe.
If Kevin missed out on CORN BUNTING Martin Rand did not but then he was up in the Cheesefoot
Head stronghold of these birds. Making his way from high ground down to Tichborne he heard at
least 10 Skylark singing with one Yellowhammer singing in Temple Valley right below Cheesefoot
Head
Steve Copsey was also out walking on Sunday (Mar 19) at Titchfield Haven where the BLACK
REDSTART was still present near the chalets and out on the sea a Great Crested Grebe was
accompanied by 4 Merganser and a SLAV GREBE. At the other end of the reserve, up in Titchfield
village, Steve was surprised to hear one CETTI'S WARBLER **north of the main road by the stables
in the village itself** (ten more were heard in the reserve).
PLANTS:

SUN 26 MAR
In Havant Thicket this morning I went out of my way to find a small patch of seven flowering Wood

Anemones (it always surprises me that these are so few in this woodland) and a few Primroses and
Common Dog Violets, but the best flowers as usual came unannounced. One was an isolated
European Larch on the edge of the major plantation of Cryptomeria japonica (a strange tree to find
the Forestry Commission planting in bulk). and the Larch had a good show of lovely red roses. Near
this Larch I came on another tree which I am not sure that I have yet identified - it was a Spruce of
some sort, only about 35ft tall and crowded by other trees, and I would not have given it a second
glance had it not been for a profuse crop of 'red berries' on the tip of every shoots. My first
impression was of a female Yew (only in respect of the abundance of red arils often seen on a Yew)
and on taking a look through my bins I changed my impression of Yew arils to Rose hips as the red
objects were more the shape of a hip. Getting closer I realised that these were in fact the buds of
male flowers, two or three to the tip of every shoot, and some of them were just beginning to extend
and show yellow pollen. The bottom branches of the tree were all dead from lack of light in this
crowded situation and I could not reach high enough to get a specimen of foliage or flowers but did
manage to collect a couple fo fallen cones which were cylindrical in shape and measured about 5cm
x 2cm (looking like a Douglas Fir cone without the straggly appendages between the scales which
give it a 'bearded appearance'). I could see that the needles of the foliage were parted under each
branch and swept up so that no needles pointed down and this, with the cone and flowers, seems to
indicate HONDO SPRUCE which I would not normally expect in a Forestry plantation but Havant
Thicket has such a strange selection of trees that this may well be the answer though I would
welcome a commoner identity if anyone can suggest one. Heading back to the carpark I found the
first shoots of Parrot's Feather showing in the north pond, and right in the carpark area I walked over
to check out weeds on what was presumably a dump of soil and found a small clump of 'Spring
Snowflake' but am not getting too excited about it in view of Martin Rand's recent find which
developed into the common escape Summer Snowflake. These plants were not as tall as the ones
you commonly see, were a darker green colour, and the two stems which carried flowers had just
one and two flowers respectively.
FRI 24 MAR
Two pieces of botanic news from Martin Rand today. The good news is that the lovely WILD CHERRY
(Gean) is just startng to flower - he saw a few blooms on trees at Emer Bog today - while the bad
news is that someone has dumped soil over the first shoots of PURPLE TOOTHWORT in Chandlers
Ford (see Mar 22 below). All is not lost though as Martin says the main patch of this leftover from
Hilliers past presence in the town is elsewhere and still to show.
This afternoon I found a mass of English Scurvy grass, looking as if it had been in flower for several
days, on the saltings between the grass east of Nore Barn wood and the stream flowing out by
Maisemore Gardens at the extreme west end of the Emsworth seafront housing.
Another plant which has been in flower for about a week is what I call FIELD FORGET-ME-NOT though
many of the ones that are now out have a garden origin and may have a more accurate name that I
am not aware of (when I first tried to name them I found them close to Wood Forget-me-not, but it
would be confusing to refer to them by that name as M. sylvatica is an uncommon native of
Hampshire). A genuine garden plant found in a delightful wild setting was a cluster of small
Anemones seen today on the east side of Wade Court Road just north of Elm Lane – a clump of
white ones caught my eye and deceived me into thinking they were Wood Anemones until I saw they
multi-petalled flowers and found other cluster of beautiful deep blue ones nearby, all in a setting of
a golden carpet of genuinely wild Celandines.
WED 22 MAR
A brief outing this afternoon took me past the pool beside the Dolphin Pub (on the main road into
Havant from the A27) where the KINGCUP plants were starting to flower and those in a pool by
Brockhampton Road at the source of the Brockhampton Stream (by Goodman's Loudspeaker
factory) were fully out - these are by no means the first of the year but they remind me that the mass
which should appear on the South Moors in front of the Autoliv factory will be showing before long
(they are later because on drier ground). A genuine first flowering for me was of HEMLOCK at
Broadmarsh, and cycling back from there along Harts Farm Way I noticed one Norway Maple
showing its erect clusters of flower buds.
PURPLE TOOTHWORT can now be seen on a damp pathside near Kingsway in Chandlers Ford, and
Martin Rand in telling me of it says that it has been appearing there for years and is thought to be an

escape from Hillier’s nurseries when they were based there. Martin also reports the start of ** the
Annual Festival of Motorway Scurvy-grass ** which I guess starts a little later inland than on the
coast where I first noticed it at the big Portsbridge roundabout on March 9. I have not yet seen the
larger flowered English Scurvygrass and would be surprised if that were yet out inland.
TUE 21 MAR
Martin Rand today found the roadside Lungwort in Sailor's Lane on which I commented last Sunday
(Mar 19) and gave Phil Budd's opinion that it was Pulmonaria Mollis. Martin says ** I reckon it's
PULMONARIA OBSCURA (Dumort). The spots are faint green (whereas the native Suffolk
populations are described as completely unspotted, some of the Continental ones are spotted like
this), and I could only detect scattered gland-tipped hairs in the inflorescence. The leaf to petiole
ratio on the basal leaves is no good as a diagnostic at this time of year. It would be worth another
look in late May-June. What a nice patch, by the way! It looks totally at home, doesn't it? ** I hope
we get a definitive answer from the botanic authorities on this one as this is a British native species
(at least in East Suffolk).
Last Monday (Mar 20) I reported Martin Rand's find of what he thought might be WATER FERN in the
Itchen at Ovington without knowing that what he saw was in fact red rather than green in colour and
Martin responded by telling me ** I should have mentioned that what attracted my attention was the
fact that it WAS RED. Now I wouldn't expect Azolla to be any colour at all at the moment, as if it
survives the winter it should be simply in bud and at the bottom. Which suggests that it came through
the winter in fully developed state, or has recently arrived from some indoor source (unlikely given its
abundance). Perhaps the reasonably constant water temperatures in the chalk stream would help?
On the other hand, perhaps one of your correspondents has a more likely organism to suggest - I've
never heard of Azolla doing this before. The view I had of it was across the Itchen with binoculars:
the colour was highly suggestive but I could see none of its structure. It is easily spotted from the
public path that goes from the Bush at Ovington towards Itchen Stoke. ** Can anyone confirm the
presence of this plant or suggest another identity for what Martin saw?
A good list of newly flowering plants seen today began with the TARTARIAN HONEYSUCKLE at the
junction of Ferry Road and the concrete driveway into the Sinah Lake 'anglers entrance' (this huge
bush occupies the whole of the corner on the west side of this track and is easy to pick out at the
moment as its fresh green leaves stand among other bushes and trees that are not yet in leaf, and
within a few days it will have a massive and glorious display of small pink flowers of which just two
were open today). The next find was of SEA RADISH flowering in the Hayling Health Society 'village'
at the Kench, and on rounding the corner into the carpark alongside Langstone harbour entrance I
found EASTERN ROCKET flowering just south of the small ice-cream hut (where in some years it is
out as early as January despite books saying that it only flowers from June to August. On the grass
south of the golf course the tiny plants of SEA MOUSE-EAR was flowering widely and the Green
WInged Orchids had sheathed flower spikes up to 5cm high. It was not until I was well east of the Inn
on the Beach that I found the one plant which I had expected - SPRING BEAUTY, which had two or
three flowers in one small patch of plants hiding under the gorse. Cycling east along the Seafront
Road the grass verge outside number 162 had its MUCK STORKSBILL in flower and further east the
grass lining the southern side of the road just east of the Coastguard Building was ablaze with
common STORKSBILL. Nothing new until Black Point where SEA ROCKET (Cakile maritima) had
its delightful mauve flowers showing on the sandy bank immediately west of the actual Sailing Club
entrance (where the road rises and the public path goes down onto the sand). The final plant worth
a mention, though I first found its flowers on Mar 4 this year, is RAPE - coming back up West Lane
several fields in which it is the crop already had sufficient flowers open to make me think of those
people who suffer a form of Hay Fever from its pollen.
MON 20 MAR
Martin Rand was out by the upper Itchen at Ovington yesterday and wonders if it could have been
WATER FERN (Azolla species) which he saw in an unreachable section of the river bank **where it
has been recently impounded with woven twigs, presumably to slow the current and re-establish
vegetation**. I see that most of the Hampshire sites for this floating fern are in ponds or static water
(Basingstoke canal) but also that it is found along much of the Test. As it can be mistaken for
Duckweed at this time of year it sounds as if an autumn re-visit is called for - by that time it should
have changed colour from green to red.

Not long ago Chris Fairhead saw his first Red Deadnettle of the year but was reluctant to belief his eyes
as his Flower Book told him this plant should not be flowering for another couple of months. Chris
has now found a new book which is much more liberal in its flowering dates and which may be of
interest to others - it is called "The Encyclopedia of Wild Flowers" (by John Akeroyd, published by
Dempsey Parr ISBN 1-84084-503-1). Flowering dates are clearly a useful guide to the likelihood of
an identification being correct but they vary so widely from region to region and year to year (with the
weather) that many authoritative books do not attempt to state them, but it sounds as if this book is
probably one of the more helpful on the subject.
......We all know how beginners in the art of wildlife identification are tempted to glance at the species
they want to identify, pick out one salient feature, and then scan through whatever field guide they
have trying to match that feature - often coming up with some very unlikely conclusion. More
experienced observers, when confronted with an unknown species, hopefully spend as much time
as possible studying the object of their interest and making written notes of its features and other
factors that may be relevant before opening any book (in which they work through keys rather than
looking at pictures in a random fashion). Christoph Harwood very neatly simplifies and summarises
that process when he says **Yesterday, we were in the Natural History museum and an actor
playing Charles Darwin told the children that one can only really recognise flowers and things, if one
draws them." (and you cannot draw something unless you observe it in its entirety and in its detail).
In his notes of things seen on hist weekly walk around East Meon Christoph neatly comes back to
the point from which Chris Fairhead started by saying "Cow parsley is also in flower in a couple of
places, although my Collins guide says it shouldn't be out until April.**

INSECTS:

FRI 24 MAR
I expect that I have not been the only person keeping an eye open for the first HOLLY BLUE to appear
in the recent weather that has brought out so many butterflies and, not for the first time, the butterfly
has chosen to reveal itself to someone who is not particularly interested in butterflies and is not
certain of the date on which she saw 'a small Blue butterfly' in her Portchester garden. As this
species has first appeared on March 10 and 17 in the last two year's for which I have Hampshire
Butterfly reports I would guess that the gall wasps, whose larvae live off the flesh of the Holly Blue
caterpillars, are currently on the up and the Holly Blues on the way down in numbers, but we can
comfort ourselves that this is part of a regular cycle of alternating dominance between these two
species (and when few Holly Blues survive to create caterpillars the gall wasp can find little food for
its young so it declines and allows to butterfly to increase again).
THU 23 MAR
A phone call from Theo Roberts this morning updated me on the butterflies in his garden and confirmed
that he has not yet seen Holly Blue or Green Veined White (two that have so far eluded other
watchers) but added to the prestige of his wonderful garden with the finding in it, by Martin Harvey
(insect specialist and the new ‘Data Officer’ of Hampshire Wildlife Trust), of a PICTURE WINGED
FLY that is so rare that it does not appear in the Chinery field guides but does appear on the national
Red Data Book list – I cannot be sure of the correct spelling of the name but phoenetically if sounded
like Callistoma curvinerva (or the fly with the beautiful stomach and the elegantly curved veins in its
wings – my translation). By one of those co-incidences of life this evening, at a function totally
unconnected with wildlife, I met someone previously unknown to me who turned out to be Theo’s
next door neighbour and who complained that his garden was so attractive to wildlife that everything
passed her garden by in order to visit his garden.
WED 22 MAR
In casual conversation with Nigel Johnson I heard that he had had one PEACOCK butterfly in his Meon
Valley garden today.. Single Peacock were also seen by Mark Litjens during his lunchtime walk by
the Itchen at Shawford yesterday and around Hursley Village today. There were plenty of Brimstone
at both places (14 and 15 seen respectively) and also single Commas and SMALL
TORTOISESHELL and the difficulty of finding Tortoiseshells this year makes Mark tend to share my
worries that the very low numbers seen last summer and autumn must mean fewer than ever

emerging this spring – let’s hope those that do emerge find mates to help replenish the population.
TUE 21 MAR
Phil Budd today tells me that he has received a reliable report of a SMALL COPPER being seen at
Acres Down in the New Forest on March 13, two days earlier than the one reported by the Butterfly
Conservation website. At Ampfield today Phil had his first SMALL TORTOISESHELL.
Despite the sunshine today the east wind kept the air temperature down and it was not until midday that
I saw my first butterfly, a COMMA, on Sinah Common, Hayling. A few minutes later a SMALL
WHITE flew by, and that was the last butterfly of the day, but a few moments later, checking the dry
earth bank around the 'gun emplacement' north of Sinah Lake, I found the expected mass of very
busy mining bees which I believe to be HALICTUS RUBICUNDUS.
MON 20 MAR
In 1998 the earliest SMALL COPPER in recent years was seen on Mar 16 but this year that record was
beaten by one day when one appeared in the Victoria Country Park at Southhampton on Mar 15.
The first SPECKLED WOOD of the year was probably one seen at North Baddesley by Phil Lord on
Mar 16, and a second was seen on Mar 18 by Andrew Brookes and volunteers helping with scrub
clearance on Portsdown - with so many butterflies now on the wing I'm surprised there have not
been more of this species. The lastest new arrival on the butterfly scene is a LARGE WHITE seen
ON Mar 19 by Mark Litjens at Bentley Wood near Salisbury where he recorded at least 45 Brimstone
(including one female), 16 Comma plus single Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock. Mark comments
on the Willow/Sallow catkins as attracting a number of Comma to their nectar (next to Brimstone
Commas do seem to be the most numerous species so far) and that reminds me of my pleasant
surprise a few years ago on seeing an early Painted Lady (in April) enjoying the same source of
energy. The Portsmouth Area Group of Butterfly conservation, of which Andrew Brookes is
chairman and active leader, do a lot of conservation work on Portsdown and Andrew tells me that
**During a scrub-clearance operation below Fort Widley on Ports Down last Saturday, Portsmouth
Area Group, Butterfly Conservation, saw several Small Whites, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell and a
solitary Speckled Wood. Oddly, no Brimstones were seen, although Common Buckthorns were
found [and left alone] at a frequency of about 1 for every 50 square metres of scrub. Areas of the
Down cleared last year by Richard Jones, Ports Down Countryside Officer, were found smothered in
violets.**
The first appearance of new species are easy to recognise milestones on the road from winter to
summer but other equally signicant stages are less easy to pin down - for example the greening of
the larches. Christoph Harwood picks on one of these elusive moments when he writes of his week
end walk **I think the biggest surprise was the sound, first, and the sight of several bumble bees at
the cross roads of the green lane. It was a sound of summer not of the last few days of winter.** That
fantastic hum surrounding a Sallow covered with golden pussy paws is, I agree, something which
really hits you when you first hear it but cannot be attributed to any one species.

OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 26 MAR
In Havant Thicket this morning I saw my first SLUG of the season - a long black one with a deeply
ridged back. Possibly it was Arion ater but not having my book with me I did not prod it to test its
reaction (I see Arion ater responds by swaying from side to side)
FRI 24 MAR
I can add nothing to the following message from Mike Bending, who lives in Cowplain (Waterlooville)
and has all three newt species in his garden pond - he says ** A GREAT CRESTED NEWT has just
started laying eggs in my pond. She holds onto a length of water mint with her hind legs, lays an egg
on the underside of a leaf and then folds the leaf over, protecting the egg. Its a bit early as the pond
weed has barely started re-growing. There is no spare weed yet for the other females to lay. **
THU 23 MAR
Chris Fairhead believes, but is not certain, that he may have seen the first Slow-Worm of the season in
Stansted Forest last Sunday (Mar 19). Chris says ** Seeing Colin Law's comment that he had not
seen any slow worms yet, reminded me that I saw what I am pretty sure was a fairly large one (at
least 15 inches) at Stansted Forest on Sunday. I caught only a very quick glance as it made its way
into the undergrowth, so I was not able to study it in detail. From the limited sight I had of it, it
appeared more grey/green than brown. ** As there is an increasing number of Grass Snakes in the
forest, and the size, colour and speed of departure of this creature could describe a Grass Snake, I
am not conviced that it was a Slow-worm though it may well have been one.
WED 22 MAR
Adrian Martin saw more than 5 HARES last Saturday (Mar 18) in a Meon Valley field as he went from
Old WInchester Hill to Beacon Hill. He says they were ** looking frisky and gorging themselves **
which sounds like good news for their survival there.
MON 20 MAR
Audrey Berrie, Colin Law and Phil Budd have between them contributed greatly to my knowledge of
how TERRAPINS pass the winter months and increased my wonder at the ways in which life
survives in this extraordinary world we live in. It seems that in the northern parts of their range
Terrapins do indeed hibernate under water, though as with most hibernating creatures this is not one
continuous long sleep and they will emerge on warmer days only to re-enter the dormant state for as
long as may be necessary. When underwater for long periods they have the ability to absorb
sufficient oxygen to keep them ticking over through their skins as I believe Frogs do, but their special
trick, with so little of the skin exposed (most is tight sealed within the shell), is to 'breathe through
their backsides', the anal area and part of the throat being the only soft skin in contact with the outer
world.
......in addition to contributing the fact that Terrapins do occasionally come to the surface during winter
months Colin Law also tells me that last Saturday (Mar 18) he came on two female ADDERS and
one GRASS SNAKE in the Petworth area, but he is surprised that he had not seen any
SLOW-WORMS out and about yet.
STOAT are always a delight to see (when alive - writing this reminded me of one I found years ago after
the verges of the Hayling Billy Railway in Havant had been cleared with a scythe or similar hook - it
was not to be turned out of its domain by any ignorant human and died with the fiercest display of
carnivore teeth which remained fixed after death when I found its corpse). Returning to the subject
I'm sure Martin Rand was delighted to see one at Avington yesterday. Has anyone actually
observed them performing the antics that they sometimes resort to in order to attract prey? - my
short term memory is poor now but I'm sure that in the past few days I heard on radio or TV an
account of one 'turning cartwheels' for this purpose...
WEEK 11
MAR 13 - 19
BIRDS:

SUN 19 MAR
I have been wondering where the SANDWICH TERN have got to this year and tonight I see from the

Sussex website that five were seen at the Camber Sands (Rye Harbour on the East Sussex/Kent
border) on Friday morning (Mar 17) so I guess the north winds associated with the long running high
pressure have kept them out of sight of the Hampshire coast.
Yesterday on HOSLIST Paul Winter asked if anyone could give him a surefire way of distinguishing
newly arrived migrant BLACKCAPS from winter residents, and today I see that my guesses about
the origins of Blackcaps heard singing in Emsworth have been used in evidence against me in the
ongoing trail of my judgement on such matters. If anyone can supply Paul with guidelines for
distinguishing between Blackcap which have just arrived and those which have not yet left I would
dearly like to have a copy for reference, but until I get them I must learn to control my enthusiasm.
While some migrants may have arrived I think there is no way of identifying the song of a migrant
from that of a winter resident - one can guess that birds singing in places where they have not been
seen during the winter and have been seen/heard in previous summers (as with the one at Barton on
sea heard by Steve Keen) are likely to be migrants, while those singing in gardens where there are
known to be winter residents are probably not new arrivals, these rules cannot be validated and the
arrival of our summer birds will have to await the day when suddenly Blackcaps are singing from
every coastal copse. And at the moment there is good evidence that some wintering birds are still
here.
Martin Rand had another 60 FIELDFARE near Sparsholt today, and my guess is that these are birds
which have spent the winter in France or Spain and are now stopping off here on their journey north.
On today's walk with the Southampton Natural History Society (mainly for botanic interest - see below)
we had the statutory Buzard overhead in square SU 5821 (north of Corhampton Down) and I had
another two north of Hambledon in square SU 6416 as I drove home but other bird interest was
limited to two pairs of Red Legged Partridge (one searching ploughed land for food within fifty yards
of us) and Goldcrest song
SAT 18 MAR
Early this morning Tony Gutteridge and I made our first formal visit to the Warblington CBC plot. Two
FIELDFARE were unexpected and it was good to see two Green Woodpecker together (for several
years we have watched a lone bird flying far and wide, yaffling for a mate which did not seem to
exist) and to find more Goldfinch than usual. Four singing Skylark showed no decline from last year
but some birds that are common elsewhere in the area were missing – Long Tailed Tit and Yellow
Hammer among them – and we did not see the Little Owl that is almost certainly present. A flock of
35 Linnet checking over new ploughed land was a pleasant surprise (Linnet have been more
prominent in the Havant area this winter than usual) and there were of course the Little Egret (5+)
around the cattle feeding places. 26 Brent were still in the Sweare Deep area south of the farm with
a few Merganser, Teal and Wigeon (only three Shelduck) and there was an unexpected flock of ten
Bar Tailed Godwit with a smaller number of Black Tailed.
After the CBC visit I went to the IBM Lake for the WeBS count where 9 pairs of Canada Geese (and
another 4 unpaired birds) was not good news but the Great Crested Grebe pair were sailing about
together and Little Grebe were whinnying. Five Tufted Duck and 21 Teal were still present but no
other duck other than 44 Mallard. No sign of the Swan pair which have been there and done a bit of
trampling round their last years nest – however that nest is surrounded by quite deep water and I
suspect the Swans will be back to get on with the job when the water is a bit lower (though the level
at which the pumps automatically start to empty the lake into the harbour (big outfall in Tipner Lake)
is set lower in the winter than in the summer to ensure the level does not rise too high before the
pumpes can cope with it). The male KESTREL was soaring high over F building and I guess the
female is already at the nest site though no-one has yet found where that is this year (I gather that
Kestrels may re-use the same nest in consecutive years but tend to move between several preferred
sites to avoid a build up of parasites, etc, in one nest). Perhaps the best thing I recorded was a
singing Skylark over the islands.
In the afternoon I went to Budds Mound to see if the drake GARGANEY was still around and was very
pleased to find it dabbling in the landward of the two sewage farm pools on which there were more
Teal (57) than usual – do we get migrant Teal coming in with the Garganey? While there another
birder who had been watching the Garganey looked up and saw a Med Gull overhead so I was able
to add that ghostly white silhouette to my list for the day.

Jim Berry gave me details of the Evening Class outing this morning (Racton/Walderton/Stansted) and
the bird news was of 35 FIELDFARE and a Red Legged Partridge – the latter in Stansted East Park
fields nearest Sindles Farm where I saw one on Feb 9 so there is probably a pair there. When on the
footpath which crosses the roadway to Lordington House they enjoyed a GREY WAGTAIL around
the ‘boating lake’ which is temporarily full with the River Ems flowing high and fast (for most of the
year it is a dry grassy basin)
In East Sussex two BITTERN were still at Rye Harbour on Friday evening (Mar 17) and it would appear
that Sussex has beaten Hampshire to the latest date for Bittern – the last report of one at Fleet Pond
was on March 10 and the only other one since then was a sighting by Nick Mills of one at the mouth
of the River Hamble on Mar 12 .
Brian Fellows made his WeBS count of the south east Hayling sector of Chichester Harbour today and
found 130 Turnstone which were presumably passage birds, as well as 194 Brent and 33 Shelduck
still in the area between Black Point and Tournerbury, but the big surprise was to find 2 Brent on the
Fishery Lane campsite lake with the Mallard and Canada Geese which seem to live on handouts of
bread from the holidaymakers and camp staff - is this a new trend for summering birds? not only too
lazy to fly off as they should they are now learning the British tradition of living on 'benefits'. Also on
Hayling there was a solitary Wheatear on the Tournerbury seawall and a pair of Lapwing over
Tournerbury Marsh fields – hopefully there to breed. Back at home in Emsworth Brian was able to
add a tick for Buzzard on his garden list (seen from the garden) and in the evening to add the
Broadmarsh Garganey to his list (by the time he got there it had moved back onto the harbour off
Budds Farm outfall from the pool in which I had seen it)
Today's pager news includes a strange report of 2 BEWICK'S SWANS at Hook (Warsash) but gives no
clue as to exactly where they were or what they were doing. I assume they were migrants heading
east along the coast but would have expected a larger number to be travelling together - were these
lost? or 'lame ducks'? Also at Hook were 2 Med Gulls and further east at Tichfield the Black Redstart
was still by the chalets and one Black Necked Grebe was offshore. One bird not seen today was that
Parrot (?) Crossbill, but near Romsey the Golden Plover were still present (121 of them). Late news
of a white plumaged GYR FALCON seen over Hordle on Thursday Mar 16 was on the pagers
yesterday, but even then it was being driven west by harrying Crows.
FRI 17 MAR
Sussex beat Hampshire with its first GARGANEY on Wed 15 Mar (Pevensey area) but we were only a
day behind with 3 Garganey seen along the South Moors/Broadmarsh shore - probably seen by
Jason Crook although the pager news was as ever annonymous. That report for Mar 16 included 3
Med Gulls, Water Pipit and Greenshank on the same north east shore of Langstone Harbour. Today
Tim Lawman went to Broadmarsh and found one drake Garganey still there with Teal in the early
afternoon. Today's pager news is from Titchfield Haven where the female BLACK REDSTART is
still to be seen by the chalets on the shore - in the reserve 3 Bearded Tit were seen and one Egret.
Chris Fairhead has been doing some research into the origins of the BLACK SWAN that is still based in
the Emsworth Mill Pond and tells me this species is only native to Australia and New Guinea, and
that the large population in New Zealand are all introduced birds but Chris does not answer the
question which he implies when he says that the Emsworth bird will have to go a long way in search
of a mate - the question as to whether there are feral breeding groups of Black Swan in Britain. I
remember hearing of small flocks of these birds on the south Devon coast - can anyone tell us if they
have ever bred in this country? and if there are other feral colonies? I think these groups, if they
exist, would all be of the basic Black Swan (all black plumage) rather than the variants that have
white bodies and black necks or vice versa. Chris also comments on the sight of a herd of 50 or 60
Swans which he saw yesterday (Mar 16) by the River Wylye between Salisbury and Warminster
from a layby beside the A36. I would have thought that most winter flocks would have broken up by
now (this sounds a large number for non-breeding birds) and I wonder if they were in fact Bewick's.
Any comments?
One of my cherished myths was shattered today by the arrival of the SOS Newsletter with an article on
SWIFTS by Graham Roberts. I always thought that when a baby Swift first dropped out of its nest
and took to the air it never touched down again for two years and always slept on the wing, only
sleeping on a solid surface when sitting on eggs or young in the nest. This is, I think, mainly true but

Graham writes that at the beginning of last July he watched three Swifts searching for an entry point
into the roof of his house and he immediately put a nestbox in the roof and drilled a hole through to
the outside to give the birds a way in. They immediately responded and for the rest of the month
each night one, and usually two, of the birds, would sleep in the box where they placed feathers and
thistledown to make a nest but never laid any eggs (this gives the lie to another belief that I had namely that Swifts made no nest at all, just laid their eggs on the ground). Graham thinks they were
immature birds, practicing nesting, and this would tie in with what Chris Mead was was saying last
summer when he wrote of the young Swifts holding 'knocking parties' in July (perhaps he was
politely thinking of them 'knocking on the door' of potential nest sites?). Whatever goes through their
minds we have all seen these screaming troops of birds investigating the eaves of buildings late in
the season, and what Graham says confirms that they do have to practice and learn the art of
nesting before they can perform as proper parents.
My first garden CHIFFCHAFF was singing when I first opened the back door this morning and I heard it
again mid-morning despite the dull weather and north wind.
Today Brian Fellows was in Brook Meadow and once more saw the local Kingfisher heading upstream
towards Lumley Mill. Later he went to the shore to look out over the harbour where the mudflats
looked empty but in fact still had 100+ Brent, 2 Shelduck, 2 Greenshank (maybe passage birds but
they have been wintering here), 2 Black Tailed Godwit and a few Redshank and Grey Plover plus 2
Little Egrets and 2 Lesser Blackbacks among the gulls. Two Coot are already on nests on the
Slipper Mill pond rafts and the pair of Little Grebe are still present. The Peter Pond Swan Pair were
also here today.
Alistair Martin saw the drake Garganey at Broadmarsh today - he found it about 20 yards off the end of
the Budds Farm outfall with Teal so if it remains it could be better to look from Budds Mound than
Broadmarsh slipway. Last Monday Alistair had another view of the 'Aston Villa' Little Owl in trees (at
SU 716017) between Aston House on West Lane and the Billy Line from where he saw it
THU 16 MAR
Brian Fellows was in Hollybank Woods this morning and says he thought he heard the call of a Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker in an area north of Spencers Field but I do not recognize that name so am not
sure exactly where he was - however I have in the past had Lesser Spotted on several occasions
near the Emsworth Common Road at around SU 745085 where there are birches and willows.
Other songs were easier to identify, especially 4 Chiffchaff and a Mistle Thrush
Paul Winter was at Eling Great Marsh (just south of Redbridge) this afternoon and saw an adult
YELLOW LEGGED GULL. Remembering reports of up to 22 of them here at the end of last summer
I have just been checking with Birds of Hampshire and see that this species does not usually show
up in Hampshire until mid-July with numbers peaking in September, diminishing through the winter
and being very uncommon from March to June. All we need now is a second consenting adult to
change this pattern ... Further down Southampton Water the Iceland Gull was again seen by Andy
Collins (at Southampton Sailing Club)
Geoff Culbertson tells me he has had no reliable reports of the Hayling Eagle Owl since its brief
moment of fame as a TV news item but he is not surprised as the one recently captured in
Farnborough had been 'on the run' for seven or eight months before it attracted attention. As to the
threat it posed to dogs and its **attack** on the Alsatian Police dog Geoff tells me he has since learnt
that the owl was reared by people who also kept Alsatians and the bird used to play with the dogs.
Another singing BLACKCAP which may well have been an early migrant was heard today by Steve
Keen at Barton-on-sea. It was in gardens where Steve has had a regular Blackcap through the past
two summers, and last year it started to sing there on Mar 16. As winter birds are all thought to leave
this country and head back to central Europe about this time of year presence through the summer
indicates a summer migrant. After the one heard by Brian Fellows in Emsworth on Mar 13 this is the
only other likely migrant to come to my attention so far.
A lone LAPWING surprised me on the farmland that I am now surveying near Chalton today,
appropriately flying over a field named Plover Field, but I could not see a mate and the bird flew off
without showing attachment to the field. Away to the north, towards West Harting Down, I could hear
Buzzard calls but never saw the bird and I missed the local excitement when a Sparrowhawk visited
the farmyard.

WED 15 MAR
Last Monday morning Nick Mills saw what looked like a REED WARBLER at Hook (Warsash) but with
April 1 being the 'earliest ever' date for Hampshire he did not make any rash claim. It might however
be worth checking those (and other) reeds more carefully in view of an extraordinarily early SEDGE
WARBLER heard singing at Arundel WWT reserve yesterday (Mar 14 - two weeks earlier than the
previous Sussex earliest). Less unexpected was the first male GARGANEY seen at Norman's Bay
(TQ 6805 just west of Bexhill in Pevensey Bay). A couple more Red Kite sightings (Arundel and
Whitbread Hollow) are hardly worth a mention nowadays but a RAVEN as far east as Hastings may
be of interest (though as they have Hooded Crows wintering there this might be a northern or
continental bird rather than a west country one venturing east.)
35 thrushes, mostly FIELDFARE, flew north over the Farley Mount area west of Winchester this
morning and were seen by Martin Rand. Skylark and Yellowhammer song from the ground below
reminded these northern birds that it was time they were on their way.
A circuit of Stansted Groves and Aldsworth pond in today's sunshine gave me two more singing
Chiffchaff and a distant view of two Rookeries as well as a close up of wildfowl on the pond where I
counted 11 GADWALL together on the pond having earlier seen a pair in the pools to the east. At
least two dozen Tufted Duck were present with the pair of Swans and the Coot, Moorhens and Little
Grebe on the water, and in the meadow west of the pond the pair of GREYLAG wre back and looking
settled alongside two pairs of Canada Geese. One Heron was fishing and a Goldcrest was in trees
by the sluice where I have several times seen one recently. Seeing the Rookeries reminded me that
when I was young I always thought of them as fixed features of the countryside that seemed to have
been in the same trees for as long as the village church had stood nearby - that was obviously a
misconception as several generations of trees may have come and gone during the lifetime of the
church building, but they seemed then much more constant features of the landscape than they do
nowadays. In recent years as much more mobile and fluid in numbers and location - and Aldsworth
Rookery is a good case in point. Looking up from the pond to the trees around the big houses on top
of the hill to the east I remember seeing thirty or forty Rook nests filling most of the available space in
the tall trees but now I can only see perhaps ten nests, while over the same period the birds have
colonised trees in a roadside copse to the east down by the River Ems, and have taken over trees in
Stansted East Park (where the Sindles Farm track enters the park) that did not have a rookery ten
years ago. In the same way the large rookery in trees around Forestside church seems to have
spread north east over the road into nearby conifers and some nests can now be found halfway to
West Marden (by the road leading to Lodge Farm), and here in Havant we have an entirely new
rookery building in trees along the south side of Havant Park. I could quote other examples but I
wonder what other people think - have the birds always been this mobile? or is it a new phenomenon
over the past say 25 years?
Brian Fellows had another good view of KINGFISHER on the River Ems in Emsworth today and its
continuing presence certainly suggests that it may have a mate and a nest in the area which seems
suited to their needs - good clean water, presumably with fish, multiple small channels of the river
and the canalised section alongside Mill Lane, a good amount of privacy where the streams run
through private land, and both motorway and railway embankments if the streams do not offer
appropriate cliff faces. Downstream on the Slipper Mill pond the pair of Little Grebe should have
everything they need to breed and to encourage them the Coot have already begun building on one
of the rafts in the pond. Brian went on to visit Thorney where he had his first smart male
WHEATEAR and singing Meadow Pipit. Still a few Brent but the emptiness of the mudflats was
noticeable. In the evening Brian was told by Jo Herman of a LITTLE OWL sighting in the parkland
meadow in the Durrants area of Rowlands Castle (SU 726097) where the ancient oaks look ideal for
these owls.
Pager news today tells us that the Parrot Crossbill, still singing, had returned to the west end of Pitts
Wood, and that a RED KITE, four HAWFINCH and three BRAMBLING were also in that area of the
New Forest. Also on HOSLIST is a message from Nigel Kendall asking if others have seen what he
saw today - a Kestrel feeding on the wing, passing food from talon to beak in mid-air.
On the IBM Lake Kevin Stouse saw the pair of Great Crested Grebe fishing together and one Kestrel of
the pair that may nest on the building again this year was hovering over the motorway. There were
a few Tufted Duck and Little Grebe and two Heron along with 5 or 6 pairs of Canada Geese, but also

some better birds - Goldcrest, Chiffchaff and a probable pair of Reed Bunting. Only one of the Swan
pair was in view but I doubt the other has abandoned its mate - I hope to see them when I make the
WeBS count next Saturday. Kevin, who is now working back at North Harbour permanently, tells me
that 'Eddie the Egret' is no longer to be seen on the site - last seen on Mar 9.
TUE 14 MAR
Dave Mead this morning enjoyed good views of a RED KITE low over Watergate House, SU 784119
north of Walderton, though it was being continuously being mobbed by Crows. There were many
lambs on nearby fields, and I'm sure the Kite will have been on the look out for a meal there, but I
think this is probably a bird based somewhere on the Downs to the north on one of its regular
extended patrols southward.
Although there are still plenty of Brent to be seen along the shore I am more and more convinced that
many local birds have left. Last week (Mar 7) my weekly round of Hayling fields in search of inland
feeding Brent drew a blank and for the first time this winter the grass of Verner Common then had
none of them and very few Lapwing (although there were then Brent on nearby saltings). Today
both the grass and saltings were completely bare of either species (though there were still some 30
GOLDEN PLOVER – and I see that there were still 76 in the Romsey area today) and so I have now
'closed the book' on my Brent feeding survey and am about to send in the results. While on my
round of the fields I met Lois Bingley who gave me news of several pairs of Lapwing very recently
seen and heard displaying over the Stansted East Park fields.
Earlier in the day I had been at Langstone Pond, where a Chiffchaff was singing strongly, and had seen
four Egrets out on the saltings and a flock of 30 Black Tailed Godwit but other than a distant flock of
a similar number of Knot the mud seemed as empty as in summer (though there were 20 Brent and
6 Teal, and on the water some 30 Merganser).
Four PURPLE SANDPIPER at Southsea Castle made a good start to Brian Fellow's weekly round of
Portsmouth sites, and he followed this with 2 superb adult MED GULLS on Eastney Beach at
SZ665985 opposite the Royal Marines museum. He did not see the Long Tailed Duck in the
Ferry/Kench area but did have 8 singing CETTI'S (6 at Milton Lakes, 2 at Great Salterns) and
another Med Gull at Milton Common (where Ian Thirlwell saw two today, one with a 'large print'
cream coloured ring on its leg that seemed to read 53L prompting Brian to remind us that any
sightings of ringed Med Gulls should be reported to p.l.meininger@rikz.rws.minvenw.nl - Peter
Meininger runs a ringing scheme in the Netherlands). Perhaps the most surprising thing was to find
540 BRENT still feeding on land (and in the field set near Baffins Pond aside for them by Portsmouth
City) - these were being counted by Chris Cockburn who confirmed that many of the Brent which do
not have young still with them have already left the harbour. Chris also passed on news that Jason
Crook had seen 19 Wheatear on Hayling Island yesterday, though these were nothing compared to
the 200 at Portland that day (Mar 13)
Pager news is of another 4 Sand Martin and 20 Siskin at Fleet Pond today
MON 13 MAR
The Emsworth gasholder made a suitable backdrop for a BLACKCAP in full song today - almost
certainly a migrant and in the company of singing CHIFFCHAFF. These birds were heard by Brian
Fellows in Brook Meadow and on the adjacent Peter Pond he saw the Swans nest more or less
complete but still unlined. Down at the Little Deeps on Thorney one of the Swan pair was taking an
interest in its nest but unlikely to win the race to complete it despite encouragement from a male
Reed Bunting (encouraging the Swan by not singing, which might put the Swan off). At the Great
Deeps a Spotted Redshank was coming into summer plumage - looking dark and spotted and with
its eyestrip more prominent, and 6 Greenshank were present as were 22 Shelduck and 2 Pintail.
Andy Collins was at Weston Shore yesterday (Mar 12) and saw both the Iceland Gull (this time at the
mouth of the Itchen, off Southampton Sailing Club) and the Velvet Scoter (still down south off the
main Weston Shore carpark). There were three adult Med Gulls around and three singing Chiffchaff.
Today's pager news of the Parrot Crossbill is that it has moved to the east end of Pitts Wood and is
still to be heard singing.
In Sussex Colin Law heard the first STONECHAT song from a male on Saturday (Mar 11) at Castle Hill
NNR (near Lewes) where Meadow Pit are also singing. The flock of 100 or more CORN BUNTING
are now down to around 10 and the Yellowhammers have dispersed (males singing on their own
territories) though there were still 30 Goldfinch in a flock. Further east in Sussex there were still 4

Bittern at Rye Harbour last night (Mar 12) which reminds me that there has been no news from Fleet
Pond to confirm or deny that the birds there have set a new local long stay record (previous latest
date at Fleet Pond was Mar 10)
In the Hermitage Stream near Bedhampton Station this morning I found the two GREEN SANDPIPER
in one of their favourite spots and with them a WATER RAIL was also pecking about in the water
right out in the open with no apparent concern and I was able to watch it for several minutes,
especially enjoying it in profile as it walked across the stream with its 'rudder' flicking and its long bill
held forward ready to stab at any possible food, alive or dead. The stream here still runs over a
concrete base though brambles have grown down the sidewalls and a small earth island has
developed above what must be a crack in the base (the Sandpipers are usually around this island),
and today the water was about an inch deep all across the bottom. Bends in the stream mean that
this section is out of sight of the West Street bridge upstream and of the Wayfarer's way footbridge
downstream and no humans are normally able to view the birds unless, like me, they look over the
tall brick wall at the gate into the waterworks (or go in to the site on business). Heading on to
Bedhampton Mill pool I was startled when the Kingfisher flew low over my head and screamed his
loud whistle call only feet away from my ears (it flew from behind me and this noise was the first I
knew of its presence), and then on the Broadmarsh playing fields site I heard the more musical
chatter of 30+ Linnets, and at Budds Farm heard Chiffchaff song (just two birds). The Budds Farm
pools were down to 16 Tufted Duck, 9 Teal and only 6 Mallard though there was a pair of Shoveler,
Dabchick and Moorhhen - not even a Coot. Over the South Moors Skylark and Meadow Pipit sang,
and on the seawall I met Jason Crook who showed me a single smart male WHEATEAR and male
REED BUNTING and told me that the BLACK BRANT of dubious parentage was still around (and
also that there is a LONG TAILED DUCK down near the harbour entrance - seen recently between
the Hayling Ferry and the Kench - and that a BUZZARD had been low over Langstone village last
Friday). Later in the day John Gowen phoned to say that the Wheatear was still on the South Moors.
Nick Mills tells me that the BARN OWL which he watched last night hunting over fields south of
Titchfield Village is quite tame and puts on regular evening shows any time after 4.30pm (probably
later on light evenings). As the bird can be seen from the public path going south along the canal I
hope no harm comes to it from telling people of this kindly (if not wise) owl. Nick says that you park
in the carpark by the canal south of the road going into Titchfield from the Stubbington Road and only
have to walk about 150 yards south down the path before you are in its performing area. This
morning Nick was in the Warsash area where he found Chiffchaffs everywhere, many singing. In
trees by the college of navigation were many Siskin, 2 or 3 Redpoll and Goldfinch, and in the nearby
reedbed a skulking bird gave the impression of a Reed Warbler (though the earliest ever Hampshire
record for Reed Warbler so far is April 1st). Along on the old Hook reserve were two WHEATEAR
(male and female), plus several Stonechat and Dartford Warbler, before Nickmoved on to the main
part of Hook Park where a few Redwing can still be seen
John Shillitoe also visited Titchfield Haven yesterday and was pleased to see a newish fence around
part of the water meadows in the northern part of the extended reserve to give the birds an
undisturbed area - this must be good news, especially with increasing visitor pressure, but I was
amused to hear that the two WATER PIPITS (moulting, not yet in spring plumage) which he saw
there were giving the 'birds only' area a wide berth and were in the fields west of the canal. Another
piece of good news from John is that on Saturday he saw ten LAPWING displaying over the grazing
fields around SU 618118 (near Worlds End, between Denmead and West Walk), but his renewed
attempts to track down Woodlark in that area still drew a blank except for the market garden fields
where he is fairly sure that one or two pairs are intending to breed,
News from the New Forest bird hunting brigade (quite legal, no dogs used) indicates that in their
despair at the skill with which the Pitts Wood Parrot Crossbill is evading them they intend a mass
stampede of Crossbills this coming weekend. If the poor bird can't find peace and quiet in this
remote part of the New Forest where on earth can it do so nowadays? Lets hope that when it has a
ring around each leg and a radio transmitter glued to its back the scientific value of knowing where it
is at all times of the day and night (and how much weight it loses when it defecates) will earn HOS a
conservation award. Personally I would give the award to the Ocknell Plain Shrike which I see is still
holding its ground against all birders (and probably demonstrating its feelings by skewering a few
more Dartford Warblers on thorns in its larder).

On Saturday morning Christoph Harwood made his regular tour of the East Meon hinterland and found
birds sitting in two of the many rooks nests in two rookeries on his route - maybe just trying them for
size, but they've clearly got the right idea now. Skylark and Mistle Thrush were singing strongly and
a single male Yellowhammer less enthusiastically but the effect was spoilt when a Buzzard pitched
in a tree and drew a raucous chorus from three Magpies, backed by the drumming of Great Spotted
Woodpecker
One of the more popular birding websites last year was that run by the Anglian Water Osprey Project to
inform the general public about Ospreys in general, the work being done to encourage more to nest
in the British Isles, and to show the day by day progress of the migrating birds which had been fitted
with radio transmitters that, with help from satellites looking down on them, showed where they were
at all times. Now that the birds are starting to return I have just been told that the website is back in
business with various additions and improvements so make a note of the address
www.rutlandwater.u-net.com/osprey (or email Osprey@fineshade.u-net.com). Last Thursday I
reported news of the first Osprey in Langstone Harbour where it was seen around 11am, and today
I hear that one was seen coming in from the sea at St Catherine's Point on the Isle of Wight at 8am
that morning - almost certainly the same bird.

PLANTS:

SUN 19 MAR
Martin Rand was in Crab Wood near Winchester today and found the first scattering of BLUEBELLS
with their first 'bells' already open (proper ones, not the Spanish sort I found yesterday) - his earliest
ever date. Another woodland plant in flower there was HAIRY WOODRUSH among the good
selection that are now out (these include Early Wood Violet 'in abundance' to re-inforce my point
made below that while they are difficult to find in our south east corner of Hampshire they are not
uncommon elsewhere.
Today I joined a walk led by Phil Budd for the Southampton Natural History Society and followed a
route southwest from the Meon Valley Beacon Hill along the road known as Sailor's Lane (where, in
the mists of history, a sailor heading home with the rich booty of his voyage was mugged by the local
highwayman). From the start the lane was lined with Early Dog Violets (V. reichenbachiana) which
are uncommon in the Havant area, and we soon came on a clump of Wild Gooseberry with flowers
just opening and then, under an old Beech tree on the south side of the road we found the stand of
Glory of the Snow which Phil had told me to expect. It is clearly well established and I was told it was
expanding from year to year - this year there are at least 160 flowering plants spread over a wide
area. The flowers had white centres and most plants had multiple flowers per stem so I reckon they
were Chionodoxa forbesii (Glory of the Snow). A little further south, still 'miles from anywhere', the
north side of the road had a flourishing patch of Lungwort with unspotted leaves and both red and
blue flowers (some people called it Soldiers and Sailors by reason of the flower colours). Phil took a
sample to check, but without doing so I would guess the name which Phil gave it (Pulomaria mollis)
was accurate in view of the unspotted leaves (though the leaves were by no means up to 18 inches
long). The flowers were very like those illustrated for P. angustifolia 'Lewis Palmer' in my garden
flower book but that should have spotted leaves. Further down the road I found the fresh leaves (still
forming a green cup) of half a dozen Twayblade Orchids with minute flower spikes just visible and
nearby Phil made the most unlikely find of the day - a plant of ROUGH CHERVIL with tiny umbels of
white flowers held up above its hairy leaves. Yellow flower buds were detectable on several stems of
Crosswort and it will be in flower within the week but I could not claim it today.
On Jan 13 this year I wrote about the Daffodil leaves seen in the Woodend area of West Walk on the
previous Saturday (Jan 8) and wondered if they might have been introduced by Stan Rickard (the
ex-Forester who still lives in a house backing on to the area in question). Today Gwynne Johnson
tells me she has been back to look at the plants and finds they are a very interesting collection, partly
genuine Wild Daffs and partly garden species, Having seen them she went to see Stan Rickard who
told her that they are the result of one of his predecessors as forester way back in Victorian times

(100 years ago) who decided to improve a colony of genuine Wild Daffs by the addition of modern
cultivars, and over the past century these have settled in to give the plants we now see there (at SU
597135)
SAT 18 MAR
The Evening Class group had a rewarding walk starting from Racton this morning. Here the
BUTTERBUR was thriving around the road junction (where the River Ems is still in spate), and in
Woodlands Lane leading from Walderton to Stansted the GREEN HELLEBORE was a delight to see
along with plants such as Moschatel, Wood Anemones and Great Stitchwort. After crosing the East
Park they returned along Park Lane to the Racton Folly and starting point, and along this lane they
found the gem of the day – the first YELLOW ARCHANGEL in flower – almost matched by the colour
of the first RED CAMPION
While walking the Warblington Farm fields this morning I came on Field Woundwort and Corn Spurrey
in flower in a field that has been left untouched over the winter but before I was out of sight of this
field its spring ploughing got under way so these oddities will have to try again
In dry places around the IBM North Harbour site today I found the tiny stems of much CHANGING
FORGET ME NOT in flower - the first flowers being generally white with late ones being blue. Also
failing to be blue were my first BLUEBELL flowers - just a couple of plants of Spanish Bluebell were
fully out but with flowers very much tinged pink. Near the lake planted COWSLIPS were out and
elsewhere on the site I found Meadow Buttercup and the Common Field Woodrush (Luzula
campestris) - often called Good friday Grass - in flower.
FRI 17 MAR
Martin Rand reminds me of my ignorance of Willow species (and encourages me to try harder) when he
tells me that **Catkins opening now on Purple Willow (Salix purpurea) by the Itchen at Brambridge,
SU 4621-4622. This is one of the prettiest sallows, and reasonably widespread by the bigger
streams in S Hants. Fairly easy to tell from other sallows out at the moment, because its two
stamens are fused to look like two 'knobs' on one 'stalk'.** Martin says there is a lot of Butterbur also
flowering in this area.
WED 15 MAR
Today I visited Stansted Goves to check out the Early Purple Orchids and found their leaves in
profusion promising a gala performance of flowers in early April. In the west end of Pitts Copse,
south of the Groves and across Park Lane, the ground is covered all year round with LESSER
PERIWINKLE leaves as many other woods are covered in ivy but these plants seldom flower - today
however there was a real mass of flowers well worth seeing. Back in the Groves, and along Park
Lane, I saw my first EARLY DOG VIOLETS with their straight, pointed, dark coloured spurs behind
the flowers (generally pale in colour), and on the roadside opposite the entrance to Pond Cottage the
usual clump of white flowered SWEET VIOLETS are blooming.
TUE 14 MAR
Nothing of great botanic interest on Hayling today. One SMOOTH SOWTHISTLE had a couple of
flowers showing (my first this year) and a single plant of GARLIC MUSTARD had flowers (though
this may be as much of an oddity as the one I saw in flower as early as Feb 5 this year). Other
oddities were a flowering plant of Dansih Scurvygrass in the roadside grass of Hayling's main road in
Fleet VIllage and a profusion of white flowers on the abnormal Red Dead nettle in Castleman's Lane.
MON 13 MAR
The BUTTERBUR plants in Brook Meadow at Emsworth are now in full flower and this morning Brian
Fellows counted 212 spikes.
Today's newly flowering plant for me was FIELD PENNY-CRESS of which there were several plants
much enjoying the pile of topsoil which had been dumped on the Broadmarsh playing-fields site last
autumn before the work on rebuilding the playing fields had to cease for the winter to allow the Brent
Geese to use the site. The plants had obviously been flowering for several days but I doubt they will
have time to set seed before work re-commences (not that this is a rarity). Nearby I noted the first
detectable (but unopen) flowerheads on the 'Portsmouth Weed' (Hoary Cress) and saw that the
plants of Alexanders at by the entrance to the 'public amenity' tip site by the old incinerator are now
in flower.
The report of SPRING SNOWFLAKE (Leucojum vernum) which came from Martin Rand (see Mar 7)
attracted the attention of Mary Cockerill in Southampton and yesterday she went to the site with

John Ruppersbery but she tells me that by the time she got there the plant (which may well have
been showing only one or two flowers per stem when Martin saw it) now had up to 4 flowers per stem
making it almost certainly the commoner Summer Snowflake, though the plants were still smaller
than normal for that species. A less contentious plant which Mary has just found flowering in the
Cadnam area is Moschatel.
In his account of his regular East Meon weekend walk I see that Christoph Harwood found, as I have,
that Primroses are having a really exceptionally good year - are other people finding this too?
Blackthorn, Dog Violets, Barren Strawberry and much Ground Ivy were also flowering on Christoph's
route.
INSECTS:

SUN 19 MAR
There was no mistaking the furry bottom and needle sharp proboscis of Bombylius major (Bee Fly)
seen in today's sunshine, nor the many Brimstones and fewer Commas, Peacocks and lone Red
Admiral seen on todays walk west of the Meon Valley, but without assistance I could not have
named the small, thin, orangey coloured hoverfly seen visiting Dog's Mercury. Phil Budd told us it
was called Episyrphus balteatus (and he gave it the english name of Belted Hoverfly) and is very
common throughout the year, eating many aphids in gardens. It was interesting to see it land on
Dog's Mercury which Phil says is the foodplant of it larvae.
WED 15 MAR
Stansted Groves today had at least three separate COMMA butterflies on the wing but there was
nothing else to report. Yesterday a message from Mark Litjens had similar news – after the many
butterflies he saw over the weekend he could only find one COMMA in Hursley on Monday (Mar 13)
MON 13 MAR
I must be one of the few people who had not seen a BRIMSTONE before today but I did so in Mill Lane
at Langstone and then had a SMALL WHITE on the Hayling Billy trail south of the A27. Messages
received today include reports of Brimstone, Peacock and Comma seen in Hampshire at the
weekend, plus a report from Sussex that was put on the internet yesterday reporting 6 SMALL
TORTOISESHELL at Bignor in West Sussex along with 12+ Brimstone, 12+ Commas and 6
Peacocks in the same place. I still feel a particular concern for the Small Tortoiseshell in view of its
exceedingly low numbers last autumn and so I put up a special cheer when I heard that we had had
another in Hampshire (just one at East Meon seen by Christoph Harwood today)
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 18 MAR
When telling me about the Evening Class walk in the Racton/Stansted area today Jim Berry also said
that he haed made a recce of the route a couple of days ago and found a HARE in the southern fields
of the Stansted East Park along with bunches of Roe and Fallow Deer.
FRI 17 MAR
In response to my query about where Terrapins go in the winter (they have just re-appeared at Baffins
Pond in Porstmouth) Ken Hearne tells me that he has read in an American book on reptiles that **
they do hibernate either underground or under water ** in colder areas at the northern limit of their
range. I find the idea of under-water hibernation fascinating (they must set a world record for holding
their breath - I can't imagine they could hibernate with their necks protruding with nostrils above the
surface)
Alistair Martin has recently been in Suffolk and came on a sluggish female Adder there which reminds
me that I have heard of none in Hampshire since the early one at Keyhaven seen by Steve Keen on
Feb 28
WED 15 MAR
Kevin Stouse found TADPOLES (the first I have heard of since they started to appear in Lyndon
Hatfield’s pond on Feb 24) swimming around the Children’s Pond at IBM North Harbour today,
making better news than the re-emergence of two TERRAPIN at Baffins Pond (seen by Brian
Fellows yesterday). I presume that, like Tortoises, Terrapin hibernate … can anyone confirm this?
Today Martin Rand was in the Farley Mount area and saw 8 HARES **All sitting demurely and showing

no signs of March madness**. Six of them were on arable fields (presumably now growing cereals)
north west of the Beacon Hill in SU 4029 square (not to be confused with the National Nature
Reserve of the same name in the Meon Valley)
MON 13 MAR
Another reminder of the advancing season comes from Martin Rand who today saw a proud 6 pointer
ROE BUCK with full grown antlers in velvet but with plenty of time to get them ready for the rut in
May. This buck was in woodland near Emer Bog (between North Baddesley and Ampfield)
I believe that Thorney Island is one of the last coastal sites to retain any HARES but they are not often
seen there nowadays so Brain Fellows was lucky, when at the Great Deeps this morning to pick up
in his scope the black tips of the ears of one in the long grass of the Eames Farm meadow north of
the Great Deeps. I also see that Hares have just put in an appearance on Colin Law’s home patch
on the Downs near Brighton – or at any rate he has just seen them.
Mary Cockerill today sent me some flower news and with it a first sighting of GRASS SNAKE seen on
Cadnam Common in the New Forest area last Saturday (Mar 11) - she says it was rather sluggish
but with the sunshine we have been experiencing (and a few of the remaining Frogs in its belly) I am
sure it will be able to get away from the next humans that come along.

BIRDS:

WEEK 10 MAR 6 - 12

SUN 12 MAR
Phil Lord is still keeping an eye on the Golden Plover in the Romsey area and had 83 at Highwood Lane
this evening (John Firth had 125 yesterday). In the morning Phil had a SAND MARTIN at Timsbury
with a singing CHIFFCHAFF and a couple of Woodlark
Following the mass northward movement of Redwing Nick Mills found the BLACK REDSTART still
present near the chalets on the shore at Titchfield Haven, then walked north up the canal path,
hearing his first Yellowhammer song along with that of at least 7 Cetti's. Among a group of 7 Black
Tailed Godwit one was colour ringed, but a much more exciting bird was in a shallow pool at the
north end of the path, close to the village - this was a RUFF, probably a juvenile from what Nick could
see of it. At dusk, around 6:20pm, he went back to the fields just south of the village and watched a
BARN OWL hunting until the light faded - it sounds as if this is a regular evening entertainment here.
Only a few days ago John Clark was saying that despite the great increase in Buzzard numbers in most
of Hampshire they were still scarce in the north east of the county but today I find I have two reports
of them in the Fleet area, one from the pagers and one from Rob Edmunds - both reports are of 11
birds so maybe they have only sent one cricket team out to play at Fleet. I somehow don't think East
Hants will evade them for long, especially with all those lovely thermals rising above the Hangers.
The pager news also tells us that there was no sign of the Titchfield Spoonbill this afternoon (and I
gather it has not been evading the public gaze there since it arrived on March 2)
Mark Litjens made an early morning visit to Keyhaven where a single SAND MARTIN flew in. Reported
over the Sussex coast last week (overnight mar 8/9) I think many local birds have joined the
movement but Trevor Carpenter found a few still on show in the Hook (Warsash) area this morning.
Meadow Pipits were apparently coming in off the sea and many CHIFFCHAFF which had already
arrived were singing everywhere. Down by the shore one Dartford Warbler had worn out its voice
trying to keep all these invaders off its territory and Trevor says he heard it singing 'very weakly'.
I am expecting to hear of many Med Gull sightings in Langstone Harbour as they arrive back to nest on
the RSPB islands and a report from Ian Thirlwell or two on 'Duck Lake' at Milton Common could well
be part of this arrival. Ian also heard at least 2 Cetti's there.
The Buzzards which are becoming so common in most of Hampshire are not so common in the North
East of the county according to John Clark but today Rob Edmunds probably saw 11 of them in the
Yateley Heath Wood area - he does not claim this total but says he saw two groups, one of six and
the other of five birds, soaring and calling in two locations about a mile apart
Must Thorns Bottom is the unlikely stage on which the Pitts Wood PARROT CROSSBILL is said, on the
good authority of Anon, to have been singing on Saturday but the best Martin Pitt could do when he
was there this morning was to locate an 'odd calling Crossbill' (with a deeper call than a normal
Crossbill) among the many in the wood. The pager report for Saturday (Mar 11) gives map

reference SU 188144 and says the bird is near a small stream at the west end of Pitts Wood (an area
which I see on my map is called Must Thorns Bottom). All are agreed that there are plenty of
Crossbill (at lest 30) in the wood but picking the winner is not proving easy. The consolation prizes
for not seeing this bird are rich and varied - today the best was RED KITE overflying the area in
which there are hundreds of Siskin, at least 3 Brambling, and 3 Woodlark
A walk north from Leigh Park Gardens this afternoon brought the evocative 'pe-wit' calls of Lapwing to
my ears from the open grass fields south of Havant Thicket (I call the whole area the Gipsies Plain
but that name may properly belong to a small part of it). Lapwing have traditionally bred here and I
saw one pair here last summer but for all I know today's call was the wailing of a ghost from the past
as I never glimpsed the birds. I did see the Stonechat pair still resident along the track leading north
from Hammonds Land coppice, and was surrounded by a flock of more than 50 Meadow Pipit which
had temporarily stopped off on these fields. Marsh Tit, Goldcrest and Stock Dove were among the
less common songsters which included two Skylarks over the plain and I glimpsed Tree Creeper and
Nuthatch but neither heard nor saw Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Over the stable block of the
gardens there were 13 Rooks nests.

SAT 11 MAR
The Havant Evening Class group visited Pagham Harbour today and found 4 AVOCET on the Ferry
Pool with 21 Black Tailed Godwit but only 6 Shelduck. A Chiffchaff was singing strongly nearby and
on the reserve notice board were reports of a COMMON TERN, 3 WHIMBREL and 3 COMMON
SANDPIPER (all presumably migrant arrivals except perhaps for one Whimbrel that has been
wintering there). I am suprised that there have been no reports of Sandwich Tern, usually one of the
first migrants to be seen along the coast. When they got to Church Norton there were plenty of
waders, no Wheatear, and the only birds to attract special attention were two Red Legged Partridge
in the fields.
The pager news for Saturday (Mar 11) goes on to confirm the continuing presence of the Spoonbill and
Black Redstart at Titchfield Haven where, Steve Copsey tells me, two LITTLE EGRET have been
displaying to each other and hopefully eyeing up the potential of the reserve as a place to nest.
Steve was there on Saturday and also saw 48 FIELDFARE and the Baffins goose brigade plus some
smart STOCK DOVES.
A report of Little Egrets remaining on their winter fishing beats by inland streams when they would
normally have left comes from Martin Rand who says that two are continuing to be seen by the Meon
between Droxford and Meonstoke - he last saw them there on Mar 9, three days after more of these
birds had been reported as still at Stockbridge Common on the Test. On Friday (Mar 10) Martin
re-visited Emer Bog (between Chandlers Ford and Romsey), finding a great contrast between the
mournful calls of six Lapwing over nearby open land and the cacophany raised by two pairs of
Canada Geese which have taken up squatter's rights on the reserve and seem to be unable to share
the place peacefully. Nearer Bishops Waltham another pair of Lapwing were seen displaying over
damp fields.
A visit to north Hayling today took me past Langstone Mill Pond where 12 Egrets and 1 Heron were
sitting out the high tide in the 'Wade Court wet meadow' (which is now drying out and has no Teal on
its pool) and over on Hayling there were three Egrets feeding in the Oysterbeds and another one
perched up a tree in the copse between the riding stables and the shore south of the Oysterbeds. On
the other hand I could only see two pairs of Shelduck (one in the Northney marina area and one in
the Oysterbeds) and while I am sure we have not seen the last of them it looks as if a lot have
already moved off to nesting areas. Black Tailed Godwit also seem to be on the move with a few
more than usual in the area (I saw about 30) and a few Ringed Plover at the Oysterbeds looked as if
they were thinking of settling in there to nest (a couple of them, running about rather faster than
normal for these birds and on drier land, put the thought or returning Lesser Ringed Plover into my
mind). Redshank are very plentiful (up to 200 in the old boating lake of the Northney 'Holday Camp'
where they regularly roost), but I only saw one Grey Plover. One group of birds that has not left is the
six PALE BELLIED BRENT which were in the main pool of the Oysterbeds with hundreds of the Dark
Bellied birds everywhere. The last birds I saw were a flock of over 30 Meadow Pipit circling the 'brick

field' east of the Billy Line - presumably they were thinking of a pit stop on their jounrey north.
FRI 10 MAR
Pager news from Fleet Pond this evening reports just one pair of Mandarin (have the others paired and
moved off to quieter locations to nest?) and also says that at least one BITTERN is still there - this
sent me to my Birds of Hampshire where I see that the expectation is that all will have left Hampshire
by mid-March but I also see that in the 1970s they liked Fleet Pond so much that they regularly
returned there as early as July. In recent years they have not come back until late Nov or Dec, and
the spring departure dates from Fleet Pond have recently been - 10 Mar1996, 10 Mar 97, and 13 Feb
98. They will have to hang on until Apr 24 to beat the latest 'winter' date for Hampshire but they are
already on the cusp of an all time record for Fleet Pond (bet they go tonight). Also from the pagers
comes news that the Spoonbill is still at Titchfield Haven, as is the Black Redstart, with a Great
Northern Diver offshore.
John Collman (with tongue in cheek and a wistful regret that he cannot 'close his shop' and dash off on
a twitch at a moment's notice) today lists a few of the reasons why Hampshire birders did not turn out
en masse to see the Parrot Crossbill at Pitts Wood in the northern New Forest. Despite the many
reasons to stay in bed Mike Rafter was determined to prove that Hampshire birders are not all faint
hearted and he must have been at Pitts Wood at dawn today, ceaselessly searching for five hours
before being able to send out the message that he may have seen it in adverse conditions ( he
admits to uncertainty and his only proof of identity seems to be that **It had a deeper bill than the
others & virtually no 'forehead'**). Regardless of the Parrot his time was not wasted - the two
'Fordingbridge RAVENS' were seen (no intruder to be chased off today) and 1 Hawfinch, 1 male Hen
Harrier and more than one singing Woodlark helped to pass the time.
Steve Copsey was at Titchfield Haven yesterday afternoon (his message seems to have been sent at
11am today but says that the Spoonbill was still there at 3pm 'today'). Many Cetti's were singing (a
pager message reports 14 of them), two Crows were committing murder, and the missing feral
geese from Baffins Pond were happily feeding there (1 Snow Goose, 11 Barnacles and 1 hybrid Bar
Head). No doubt Brian Fellows will be pleased to know that they safe and well.
Brian Fellows walked the Prinsted-Nutbourne shore circuit today, finding the Brent there down to just
21 and only 6 Wigeon, but on shore the regular Kestrel was flying its territory, a Goldcrest was
singing in a garden conifer, and the female STONECHAT was still in the Nutbourne shore meadow.
Although the male has not been seen there recently I am wondering if these birds that have been
well established during the winter will stay on and nest - I would have thought that if they were
planning to move elsewhere to nest they might well have started their journey by now.
Following on from my remarks on Wednesday about GOLDEN PLOVER outstaying the LAPWING in
their winter coastal range I see that Phil Lord this evening had 208 Golden Plover at the Romsey
site. Listening to the weather forecasts for northern England and the Scottish moorland over the
past few days I reckon they are wise to stay with us - the Lapwing will presumably be heading for
warmer lowland sites (do they still breed on English farmland? or do our winter flocks leave the
country?)
We haven't heard much from the Lymington area for a few days but Doug Marks says the Med Gull is
still guarding the Milford shore carpark cafe but will let you in if you give it a crust of bread (and don't
forget to keep your dog on a lead in view of the new (proposed) byelaw curbing the freedom of man's
best friend in that area).
On Wednesday I failed to get the latest news from the Sussex website so this evening's trawl has news
going back a week to last weekend when the first WHEATEAR arrived at Pagham, SAND MARTIN
at Rye and HOUSE MARTIN at Arundel (all Mar 4). On Sunday Mar 5 four VELVET SCOTER were
off Church Norton and several BRAMBLING in West Dean Woods. Then on Wednesday night (Mar
8) there seems to have been a mass movement of REDWING north over Hove and Hastings
(presumably birds from across the channel) and today a RED KITE has been over Harting Down
(two were seen near Petworth a few days before)
Today I did not expect my brief late afternoon circuit of Bedhampton. Broadmarsh and the South Moors
to give me an special bird news but as I crossed the Wayfarers Way footbridge over the Hermitage
Stream at Bedhampton a KINGFISHER flew off downstream and seemed to call shrilly as it passed
the gravelly cliff face in which it has traditionally nested - I assume it was telling its mate, possibly
working in the nest tunnel, to keep a low profile until I had passed. Down on the shore there are still

plenty of Wigeon and Brent but only seven Swans where there have been twice that number. On
Budds Farm Pools we are down to about a dozen each of Teal and Tufted Duck with one Dabchick
and a few Mallard but on the mound above the pools I was surprised by the first tentative MEADOW
PIPIT SONG. Later, on the South Moors two more Meadow Pipits were singing strongly as they
parachuted over the grass and at least one SKYLARK was in full song on 'Save the Skylark' day. A
couple of Egrets, a few Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Redshank, Curlew and Oystercatcher were on the
shore with the many Brent and there was one flock of perhaps fifty Dunlin.
THU 9 MAR
Bob Chapman is now in touch with John Goodspeed via email and today John forwarded news from
Bob of an early OSPREY seen over the main Langstone channel this morning. Bob comments that
the early birds are normally adults heading north to reclaim their breeding territories and not stopping
anywhere en route for very long so I guess that bird is no longer with us. Following the first three
WHEATEAR at Farlington on Wed (Mar 8) there were one or two more today - surprisingly one of the
first three was a female and Bob says they are usually a few days behind the males. I see the pager
news also reportst the Osprey, adds one to the Wheatear score (four of them) and lists 4 MED
GULLS, presumably this number will now build as they return to the nest sites on the RSPB islands
where John Badley had 14 pairs last year. A separate message on HOSLIST from Paul WInter (his
own observation) records 2 WHEATEAR at Dibden Bay along with Dartford Warbler, Little Egret and
(guess) that Velvet Scoter back from its trip to Weston to see the Iceland Gull.
GOLDFINCH have been exceptionally abundant this winter and so Nick Montegriffo was not unusually
excited about a flock of around 45 which gather in a copse near his home (a few miles north of
Basingstoke) each evening but this evening there was nothing on the TV so he turned his scope on
them and was very pleased to find that up to 7 of them were in fact BRAMBLING, two of them in
smart adult male breeding plumage.
Pager news via HOSLIST today reports 2 SAND MARTIN going north over Fleet Pond (the message
actually says 'thru Fleet Pond' - I hope they enjoyed the underwater part of their trip - that's probably
how Gilbert White saw the House Martins arising from their hibernation at the bottom of other
ponds). Also on and around the pond was one Bittern, 4 Mandarin (possibly paired, two were
drakes), and 2 Brambling.
A brief look at Aldsworth Pond gave me only three Gadwall and not many more Tufted Duck with the
resident Swan and Canada Goose pairs. While I was out John Shillitoe was at work on the top floor
of the main IBM office block at North Harbour and, looking out of the window close to where the
Kestrels nested last spring, he was surprised to see a drake MALLARD fly off the windowledge and
circle as if wanting to land again before flying down to the lake. On the more recent office blocks
which have terraced gardens outside thei windows several pairs of Mallard nest each year, hidden
among the shrubs, but this is the first time anyone has seen one actually on window ledges that
would be more suitable for Fulmar or Lesser Backback Gulls. I am not suggesting this to be a
serious attempt to find a nest site (I'm sure Mallard drakes leave all that sort of chore to the ducks)
but it is unusual behaviour. Looking down to the grass by the lake John can see at least one Egret
close to the buildings with no cover (in previous winters the Egrets have been less bold when visiting
this site, and I hear from Kevin Stouse that this one has acquired the nickname of ‘Eddie the Egret’ –
remember Britain’s Olypmic ski-jump wooden spoon winner Eddie the Eagle?) and this reminds me
that David Gumn has seen them last month on the Test at Longstock and on the Avon near
Salisbury. (David also adds to the discussion of the increasing Buzzard numbers in Hampshire the
fact that some captive bred birds have been released in Hampshire by the Hawk Conservancy, but
my guess would be that - unlike the Red Kites - such releases would not be a significant factor in the
observed widespread growth of the species)
From HOSLIST I see that Andy Collins found both the Iceland Gull and Velvet Scoter off Weston Shore
in Southampton again this morning, and with no reports of the Scoter further up Southampton Water
he is now convinced that this is the bird previously spending most of its time between Dibden Bay
and Town Quay. To prevent Russell Wynn feeling its absence too much a kindly pair of RED
LEGGED PARTRIDGE flew across Southampton Water and landed on Town Quay - presumably
they were travelling in search of a nest site and it sounds as if their judgement about a suitable one is
about as good as was the Mallard on the IBM window-ledge. In the days when I knew Southampton
better (late 1940s) I would not have been in the least surprised to find them nesting on bomb sites -

maybe there are still good places for them down at St Mary's but I fear that having lost the habitat
created by the wartime blitz they will soon be losing what wasteland is left to the Saints new football
ground.
WED 8 MAR
Chris Cockburn, whom I met by chance this afternoon on his way home from wardening at Farlington
Marshes, tells me that the first three or four WHEATEAR arrived at the Marshes today. He also said
that a couple of CHIFFCHAFF seen there hungrily feeding were almost certainly newly arrived
migrants, adding weight to Kevin Stouse/Trevor Carpenter's claim that one they saw doing the same
last Sunday (Mar 5) was equally probally a migrant and I am taking it that they did begin to arrive in
Hampshire on Mar 5.
When I met Chris Cockburn I was at Tipner Lake alongside the top of the M275 in Portsmouth just
finishing a two hour check on the birds as the tide fell (the last of a series this winter to give English
Nature up to date info in connection with their position on the current planning application to reclaim
1.25 hectares (=3 acres) of intertidal mud alongside Pounds Scrapyard.). On all previous winter
visits, this or any year, there is always a flock of around 100 Lapwing here but there were none today
so I assume these birds have all deparated for their breeding fields 'far, far, away'. This agrees with
my finding yesterday that there were effectively none left at Hayling Verner Common, and Chris
Cockburn concurred that, other than about 30 pairs that still breed on Farlington Marshes (pretty
unsuccessfully in view of Fox predation of eggs), the winter birds have left there. Strangely the
GOLDEN PLOVER still seem to be here in their erratic fashion - on HOSLIST Phil Lord say some 30
of them near Romsey today and recalls seeing up to 270 at that site near Romsey from January up
to Mar 21 last year, while I noted them still on Verner Common in hundreds yesterday. If this
changeover continues I could almost feel happy with breeding Golden Plover on our local fields (that
will never happen), but I think I will miss the wonderful 'pewit' calls for many years.
News from Brian Fellows tells me that I can still hear the wild 'pewit' calls on fields at Compton where I
once undertook a BBS survey for a couple of years before handing it on to someone from
Petersfield. At that time there were two pairs in the field at SU 776151 (a footpath from Compton
Village, starting from Compton Farm almost in the village, runs across this field to Hundred Acres
Farm) in days when everyone here sowed their wheat in the autumn. Brian tells me that this year
the field has only just been ploughed, giving the birds that much better a chance of breeding (though
they still have to survive spraying of the fields during their nesting) and hopefully this shows that
Robin Bray (the farmer) is listening to the pleas to make himself even poorer for the sake of the birds
by leaving stubble over winter and ploughing in the spring - most farmers really do care about
wildlife. Today (Mar 87) Brian took a long walk northeast from Compton to Bevis Thumb, then east
towards East Marden but turning south over Apple Down to Up Marden and thence west to
Compton. He saw the Lapwing, with 14 FIELDFARE in the same ploughed field, right at the start of
this walk and heard many Chaffinch singing as he climbed up the woodland edge path, then Skylark
over the open fields at the top. Where he turned south towards Up Marden he could see and hear
the activity in the big rookery at SU 797152 on the hill brow above East Marden, and earlier he must
have been just out of earshot of the even larger rookery around Littlegreen School (SU 771157). He
also missed out on a RED KITE which had been seen over Apple Down (SU 774149) by Barry
Collins yesterday (Mar 7). On his way home to Emsworth Brian stopped at Aldsworth Pond where
the Tufted Duck had increased to 17 but the Gadwall were down to just 7 (though this pond offers
hiding places for many birds)
......On Tuesday (Mar 7) Brian was as usual in Portsmouth and found 4 PURPLE SANDPIPER at
Southsea Castle but only 46 Swans on the Canoe Lake. At Eastney both Brent (200) and Common
Gulls (60) were more numerous than might be expected, and at the Milton Lakes 3 CETTI'S
WARBLER were singing. At Baffins Pond there were plenty of ducks (98 Mallard, 73 Tufties and 29
Shoveler) but few geese (just the lame Barnacle with 36 Canadas) leaving Brian puzzled as to their
whereabouts (he thought they were back to stay when he saw them last week)
......On Monday (Mar 6) Brian made his Emsworth round, finding the Peter Pond SWAN pair had made
a very tentative start at nest building, and seeing the Black Swan still on the Town Mill Pond with 63
Mute Swan, but his most interesting birds were on Thorney where a REED BUNTING was starting to
sing (in its fashion) and the CETTI'S WARBLER which Peter Boult had heard on Feb 22 was once
more calling from near the Little Deeps. At the Great Deeps just 2 Greenshank and 1 Spotshank

provided interest.
When I was in the Havant Thicket carpark area woodland on Feb 21 I found a couple of SISKIN making
a lot of noise and John Taylor, who lives within a stone's throw of the Havant Thicket carpark area,
tells me tonight that a pair of Siskin have been making regular visits to his bird table and he has
watched the male feeding the female. I wonder if this is a prelude to them breeding here? (though
John also gets regular visits from a Sparrowhawk which might upset their plans). A message from
Martin Rand says there were 7 Siskin in full song at the top of a Spruce in the western half of the
Ampfield woods (around SU 4024) yesterday. Martin also tells me that nearly half the paths through
this excellent block of woodland already have public access and the possiblity of opening up the rest
will be on the agenda at a public hearing next week - it seems that shooting rights which prevented
public access have now been partly withdrawn, but alongside this good news is an echo of what
John Shillitoe reports from the West Walk woods - namely the cessation of clear felling blocks of
woodland in favour of thinning, and while this change may have advantages for some species it does
mean loss of territory for Nightjar, Woodlark and the like which need fairly open ground for breeding.
Reports on HOSLIST today tell us that the Iceland Gull was still to be seen from the Weston Shore main
carpark this morning with a Velvet Scoter on the water there. I had assumed that reports of Velvet
Scoter from Weston/Netley/Town Quay/Hythe marina or Dibden Bay were all probably of the same
one or two birds, but I see that Andy Collins thinks the one off Weston today may not be the one seen
a little further up Southampton Water (though on Feb 26 Mark Litjens, while watching the Iceland gull
at Weston, saw a Velvet Scoter fly north past Hythe).
TUE 7 MAR
Pager news today told of a PARROT CROSSBILL seen in Pitts Wood along the northern edge of the
New Forest and made its continuing presence sound likely by saying that it had been seen there for
3 days (PS - but on the fourth (Mar 8) it could not be found). Another message told of Bittern still at
Fleet Pond. Local news from John Goodspeed is of two male STONECHAT on the north brow of
Portsdown behind Fort Widley - I think one pair has been there through the winter and the second
male may be a newcomer that the resident pair will repel. From Hayling Alistair Martin tells me that
he has once more seen the elusive LITTLE OWL on the dead oak in the hedge of the field between
the Hayling Billy line (south of the Oysterbeds) and the isolated property called Aston House on
West Lane just north of Daw Lane - he saw it around 4pm today.
More and more people are confirming the growth of the Hampshire BUZZARD population. Among
them Richrd Jacobs reports that he has once seen 20 in the air together near Mittisfont, and twice
seen groups of 18. He has heard of up to 25 being seen in the Avon valley around Breamore (north
of Fordingbridge). Martin Rand was in the Test valley last Sunday (Mar 5) and saw 14 birds and tells
me that when the wind is in the west the steep slope above the river at Brook (SU 3428, north of
Mottisfont) is a 'dead cert' for seeing a 'wake of Buzzards' (I find this collective noun for them in a list
someone sent me last year - I presume they are thought, like vultures, to be gathering round a dead
body?) John Shillitoe and others remark on an apparent preference from nesting in small woods
(though John points out that these are generally private and undisturbed - the bigger woods like
West Walk suffer a great deal of disturbance from the public).
Brent were once again more difficult to find on my circuit of Hayling this mornng – on the grass of
Verner Common there have been more than 100 of them on every previous weekly visit through the
winter but today there were none, although there were 25 on saltings at the seaward end of the
common and 125 on Gutner Point as well as 50 in the creek inland of the Black Point Causeway and
a similar number in ‘Texaco Bay’ between the Oysterbeds and Langstone Bridge. Most of the
Lapwing had also left Verner (at first I could only see 6 of them but there were a few more), but
GOLDEN PLOVER were still present in strength (estimate of well over 200) and on nearby fields I
had two flocks of Curlew (32 and 45 respectively). Other minor bird interest came from a
CHIFFCHAFF singing briefly in the new housing where the Sandy Point hospital once was, a male
SPARROWHAWK hunting gardens along Woodgason Lane (they have an amazing power to ‘jink’
from side to side round shrubs and other obstacles, always trying to catch something by surprise on
the hidden side of each bush or fence), and at Sandy Point I noticed the female KESTREL was
hunting despite a stiff breeze (for most of the year you are more likely to see a male bird but just now
I guess the females have given up their dieting for Lent and are trying to get as much food as
possible to grow a clutch of eggs)

MON 6 MAR
On Mar 1 the Sussex website reported that a SMEW was on Runcton Lake at Chichester and I
assumed it was one of the two that had stayed there through the winter (regular sightings in Jan and
Feb), and today a SMEW has turned up on Fleet Pond on its way back to its Siberian nesting area.
In the early 1980s a couple of redhead Smew were on the IBM Lake from around Nov to Feb for
each of five consecutive winters (assumedly the same two who thought they were onto a good thing)
but apart from those two we have only seen Smew in Hampshire as fugitives from severe winter
weather, and not spending the whole winter in one spot. I wonder if the two spending the winter at
Chichester are just eccentrics or whether we will in future be seeing these lovely birds more regularly
in Hampshire as their winter range moves south and west? (My copy of John Taverner's 1962
Wildfowl in Hampshire records Smew as **an uncommon winter visitor becoming more frequent in
hard weather** - very much as nowadays, but it also records Gadwall as **a very scarce and
irregular winter visitor** and goes on to say **apart from extreme rarities there is no more uncommon
duck in Hampshire** Hopefully where the Gadwall has led the Smew will follow).
......The same pager news that reports the Smew at Fleet Pond also confirms that the ICELAND GULL
was at Weston Shore both morning and evening today. A separate message from Ian Watts
(reporting the Great Grey Shrike still by Slufters yesterday) queries the likelihood of the Iceland Gull
moving between Southampton Water and Pagham Harbour **when there is so much good habitat
and several rubbish tips to attract it between these two places**. I agree that it is most unlikely but
the co-incidence of dates and the description of the bird as second winter does make the theory
worth investigating - so come on Pete Potts, get your yellow paint on its immaculate white plumage.
On Jan 16 Russell Wynn was in the Test Valley and saw 15 BUZZARDS around the village of Lee
south of Romsey, a number which provoked at least one person to query his arithmetic, and last
Saturday (Mar 4) Russell was back in the same area keeping a careful eye out for Buzzards. This
time he reckons he saw between 35 and 40 of them between Nursling and Romsey, and while some
of these birds may have been out to fool him by taking wide detours and coming back to be counted
twice (Russell would not deny this possiblility) he is certain that there were 18 in the sky together
over Town Copse to demonstrate the amazing increase in the population of these birds in the the
last few years - what's more, many of the birds were displaying pairs preparing to increase the
population further. A pair of displaying Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and an unpaired, songless,
Chiffchaff were also seen.
……a later message from David Thelwell tells us that Buzzards can be found in equal density further up
the Test Valley at Timsbury, Yesterday, from Casbrook Common (SU 3525), he saw at least 20 of
them WOODLARK were also singing here and a week ago David saw a Little Egret at Stockbridge
Common Marsh.
Lyndon Hatfield was in West Walk yesterday (Mar 5) and found a dozen CROSSBILLS (including bright
red males) in pines which are currently being thinned near the Children's play area at the Hundred
Acres entrance to the woods. I know that Crossbills can nest as early as January and so I at first
thought these must be non-breeders, but my book of birds nests tells me that this species can nest at
almost any time, saying **One to two broods, at any time of year but mostly Ferbruary to April** No
doubt the thinning will deter them from nesting at that spot but there are plenty of other pines in West
Walk. Lyndon also shares my view that Brent numbers are dropping earlier than usual this year - we
have heard of a flock flying north from the East Sussex coast but it would be much more interesting
to hear of departures from the west country or north west France (those birds I think tend to move
along the coast and keep our harbours looking full of Brent even if the majority of those that wintered
with us have left)
John Shillitoe was also in the West Walk area on Saturday (Mar 4) and expresses some dismay at the
thinning of the conifers in those woods - he would far rather see areas clear felled to bring back the
Woodlark, Nightjar and Dartford Warbler that seem to have abandoned these woods as the
undergrowth fills the areas cleared several years back. His search revealed no Woodlark in any of
the sites used in recent years except for one pair in the market gardens south east of the woodland
where the rhubarb and cabbages are more predictably clear felled.
Last Saturday (Mar 4) Christoph Harwood's regular weekend walk around the north east sector of East
Meon's hinterland revealed an absence of the finch and bunting flocks of winter with Yellowhammer,
Skylark and Dunnock song showing the birds thinking more of the future than the past, though at 8

o'clock in the morning the wise old Rooks were thinking more of the present and how they could
extend their week-end lie-in rather than get up and get on with their nest building. A female Kestrel
hovering over a field at the foot of the hills will hopefully be seen regularly on future week-ends, and
possibly her nest area can be pinned down - a task that may not be so easy with a smartly plumaged
Green Woodpecker as in my experience these birds roam a very large area around their nests. The
most interesting find of the day was a dead Canada Goose lying below power lines which it must
have hit in the night (do I hear a cheer go up from those who think the only good Canada Goose is a
dead one?). Seen separately from this walk was a good sized flock of FIELDFARE in the
Hambledon area.
PLANTS:

SUN 12 MAR
Martin Rand found Opposite Leaved Golden Saxifrage flowering abundantly in woodland springs about
a mile due north of Romsey today. He says they were on ground above the old canal to the east of
Ashley Meadows and gives a map ref SU 356233. This lovely spring plant is said to be locally
common in some areas and the distribution map for it in the Hants Flora shows a dense swathe of
locations in East Hants north of Petersfield and almost as much west of the River Hamble to the
Dorset boundary in an area south of Winchester but it is not common in South East Hants except for
the land along the line of the River Wallington north of Portsdown, and I am hoping to hear from John
Goodspeed next week that he has found it in a location that I gave him near Purbrook Heath. Near
Otterbourne Martin found another of my favourite spring flowers - those of the Hornbeam tree which
I also found today in Leigh Park Gardens - and he also noted the genuine wild Kingcup flowers
beginning to open.

The flower buds on Ash trees were all swollen and some starting to open when I walked around Leigh
Park Gardens and Hammond's Land coppice this afternoon but the three 'first flowering' trees for me
where the lovely HORNBEAM, whose catkins are a beautiful pale green and some of the most
graceful of tree flowers, LOMBARDY POPLAR, showing the scarlet of its catkins to match those of
the closely related Italian Poplar that I saw in flower yesterday, and MONTEREY PINE which
covered my hand with thick pollen when I touched it to see if it was in business yet (its little male
flowers which very much remind me of Rice Krispies, show little visible difference between being
buds and flowers). The overflow section of the Leigh Park Gardens carpark is worth a visit at the
moment if you want to see Common Whitlowgrass - the ground is densely covered with its white
flowers along the parking bays nearest the Petersfield Road and the gravel parking bays, which are
not weeded but 'controlled' by the car tyres which park here, may have other interesting plants.
Today the best they could offer was the first open flowers on COMMON MOUSEAR (the closed
flowerbuds seem to have been showing white for a couple of months but no flowers opening until
today.) Hammonds Land coppice and the ditches of the Gipsies Plain wre abundantly adorned with
Primroses (they are doing well this year), and Moschatel was flowering with a few Wood Anemones
in the wood. Back at home I found the first flower on YELLOW CORYDALIS which is an abundant
garden escape hereabouts.
SAT 11 MAR
A visit to the open space around the southern side of Northney marina revealed that someone has been
undertaking a large scale 'pruning' of the Blackthorn bushes, presumably to control scrub incursion
onto the valuable turf. Ground Ivy was in flower but I could see little else flowering until I was south
of the old Holiday Camp boating lake and walked down the inside of the seawall into the area where
the Goats Rue will later grow in profusion. Here, on the south facing bank at the foot of the
Blackthorn bushes SWEET VIOLETS always flower and today there were more then ever hundreds of flowers, some of them white, giving off a scent that filled the air (I have never smelt them
so strongly). Going on to Daw Lane I found the ditch banks full of wild PRIMROSE and several
clumps of COMMON DOG VIOLET along the north side nearest what were once orchards. Above
me the long lines of ITALIAN POPLARS already had their scaret catkins dangling and on the bank
with the Violets at least five white flowers of GREATER STITCHWORT were out.
Among the flowering plants found by the evening class group at Church Norton this morning were
Ground Ivy, Alexanders, and Wild Radish together with the first THALE CRESS. In telling me this

Gwynne Johnson asked me to pass on a message from Pete Selby to say that he will be very
pleased to receive records of two CAMPANULA species which escape from gardens and become
naturalised. These are the Trailing Bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana) which has slatey blue
flowers on stems that may ascend, and the Adria Bellflower (C. portenschlagiana) whose flowers are
violet blue and the plants again are ‘decumbent to ascending’. Both are likely to be found on walls or
stony places.. I suspect that this message is a bit premature as I would not expect to find
Campanula of any sort until summer rather than spring.
FRI 10 MAR
Heading home from the Langstone South Moors along Mill Lane I was delighted to find the south facing
bank covered with GROUND IVY in full flower - this was at the west end where clearance of the Elm
scrub on the south side of the lane has let the light through, much to my pleasure. Further up the
Billy Line more scrub has recently been cleared under electric power cables and this too has done 'a
power of good' with a dense carpet of Celandines now coming into flower. One plant of MEADOW
BUTTERCUP was holding up three fresh flowers in the same area, and as I had been fooled during
the winter by flowering Creeping Buttercup holding its flowers up on stems some 30cm high I went to
check the leaves of this plant to confirm that this was Meadow Buttercup.
THU 9 MAR
In the Sussex section of the Hollybank Woods just north of Emsworth Brian Fellows today not only saw
WOOD ANEMONES and CELANDINES but also came on the first recognizable plant of COMMON
SPOTTED ORCHID - before that comes into flower these woods should have one of the best local
stands of Early Purple Orchid.
Geoff Butland visited the West Dean woods today and was obviously very pleased at his first encounter
with the great mass of WILD DAFFODILS there which he was told (by the Sussex Wildlife Trust
warden - does he mean Richard Williamson, now retired from English Nature and his job in charge of
Kingley Vale but still living, I think, at the Keeper's Cottage close to the Daffodils) were still
spreading. Geoff says he was visiting the SWT reserve which lies on the eastern side of the public
path running up the downs from the road just east of Stapleash Farm, but even if you just want to
walk the public path you can see acres of Daffodils around SU846157 and enjoy a wide range of
country lane flowers as you walk up the track from 843152 (the easiest place to park used to be just
off the bend in the road there, with access to the track).
A brief walk around Lyels Wood at Stansted this afternoon showed me that the WOOD ANEMONES
were starting to flower, BARREN STRAWBERRY had many and widespread flowers, while in the
two 'meadows' within this wood Michael Prior had clearly been over the ground to clear off or at least
roll down the dead bracken with the result that there is a better than usual display of PRIMROSES on
show. In the 'meadow' area near the Main Avenue a small cluster of Daffodils has grown for years
and currently has two flowers which could well be Wild Daffodil, but were they planted here?
Certainly there is not the great swathe of plants that you get with a genuine Wild Daffodil woodland
site. While in the wood I noted that the Orpine plants are already pushing up and found young
Japanese Larch with one or two small 'roses' of incipient cones, and noted showers of pollen when I
touched the young shoots. I had hoped to find more of the EARLY DOG VIOLET of which I cam on
one lovely clump back on Mar 1, but although Martin Rand found it flowering abundantly yesterday
(Mar 8) in Crab Wood (just west of Winchester) I have not yet seen it elsewhere in this area.
On Wednesday, as I was driving round the busy Portsbridge roundabout on my way home from
Portsmouth, I am fairly sure that the grass edges of the centre of the roundabout were densely
covered with DANISH SCURVYGRASS but I have not seen any more since to confirm it. This plant
still occurs in its saltmarsh habitat but has recently extended that habitat miles inland along road
edges where salt washed from the road makes the ground suitable and passing traffic wafts the
seeds ever onwards (as the railways once did with Oxford Ragwort, Rosebay Willowherb and other
plants).
WED 8 MAR
Yesterday Martin Rand was in Ampfield Woods and found the very first lone flower on WOOD
SORREL. Later in the year visitors to the newly opened paths in the wood will be able to enjoy some
magnificent stands of SMALL LEAVED LIME (I would think they are well worth a look at the moment

to see their brilliant scarlet finger-nails -(well, leaf buds to you) and the woods might well still have
Violet Helleborine and Bastard Balm - both found here in the past.
Both violet and white SWEET VIOLETS were flowering beside the track from Upmarden to Compton as
Brian Fellows walked it today. Thinking of that track reminds me that in recent years I have found
what I take to be the furthest inland plants of Alexanders - they were growing on the left side of the
track as you head west, and within a few yards of starting to climb again after the first steep descent
from Up Marden (not easy to see as they were almost smothered by hedgerow tree/shrub growth).
Alexanders were in full flower beside Tipner Lake today as were Coltsfoot on Milton Common when
Brian Fellows was there yesterday.
TUE 7 MAR
Last Sunday (Mar 5) Martin Rand found a couple of plants of SPRING SNOWFLAKE (Leucojum
vernum) in a wet woodland track at SU 283284 in an area called Frenchmoor between East and
West Tytherly (6.5 miles northwest of Romsey), and wonders why this plant is not recorded in the
Hampshire Flora. Sadly we can no longer refer that question to Paul Bowman but as this plant has
an RR against it in Stace (meaning that it is not found in more than 15 ten kilometre squares in the
British Isles) this find should certainly be notified to Peter Selby as botanic recorder for South
Hampshire (vice county 11). In case Martin does not have Peter's email address (which is
Pete.selby@cwcom.net) I will put the two in touch. Martin says that the plants were on a track
leading to the site of an old cottage and so he assumes the plants came from its garden, but the plant
does not get a mention in the Flora even as a garden escape (it is mentioned as native to Dorset but
absent from Hampshire and I assume the omission is on account of it not being native to this county)
Incidentally, if people want to contact the plant recorders for North Hampshire or Sussex they are
respectively Tony Mundell for north Hampshire (email tonymundell@ukonline.co.uk) and Alan
Knapp (Aknapp2000@aol.com)
John Goodspeed last week found the first HAIRY VIOLETS coming into flower at Fort Purbrook on
Portsdown
My trip around Hayling today gave me no new ‘first flowerings’ but I did find ANNUAL WALLROCKET in
flower at Black Point (refuting the ‘annual’ in its name by having a fairly solid base which had clearly
been established for a whole year and was ready for the second year – this plant is frequently a
bi-ennial and I suspect some plants survive for more than two years) and came on three more
locations for COMMON WHITLOW GRASSS (Black Point, beside the causeway, Sandy Point,
beside the path ‘between the fences’ east of the reserve, and a great mass of the plant along the
shore north of Verner Common). The ‘white flowered’ Red Dead Nettle at the south end of
Castleman’s Lane is flourishing and Blackthorn is becoming common
SUN 5 MAR
This afternoon I felt sure the first TOOTHWORT must be flowering and set out to look for it in Ham Lane
(square SU 6913) at Catherington (sharp right at the first bend as you come up Roads Hill from the
southern end of Catherington Down – but leave your car at the reserve entrance). After the short
tarmaced section the ancient lane starts with Hazel trees lining the left bank and I have in the past
found Toothwort under then at the start but today I had to walk quite a long way to find a single plant
in flower (on the left just before the ‘trees in pots’ in the nursery through the hedge give way to a bank
of tall conifers acting as a windbreak). I only saw the Toothwort, which had not fully pushed up from
the ground, because I stopped to admire my very first WOOD ANEMONES on the right bank, and
while I found up to fifty Wood Anemones in flower I never saw more than the one spike of pink
Toothwort but there was one more surprise in store. Just before reaching a stile to a footpath going
left I found a lovely patch of MOSCHATEL with several buds standing up above the leaves, one of
them having anthers showing in its upward pointing ‘clock face’. On my way home I came down the
old Horndean to Havant Road and stopped on the left just before the road rises to the roundabout
where it meets the traiffic going to and from the A3M. Here there is a sort of grass island between
the main road and a service road to the houses behind and it is worth checking out this island for
COMMON WHITLOWGRASS at the moment (plenty of it, but don’t expect plants that stand up and
show you they are there – all you see is tiny white petals rising no higher than the moss which
surrounds them so you do not realise they are attached to any plant unless you poke down the
moss). I then took a large detour to check the BUTTERBUR plants at the Racton road junction (SU

7809) which had started to appear as early as Jan 15 (those in Emsworth Brook Meadow also made
an early start on Jan 26). Surprisingly they seemed to have made very little progress in six weeks –
there were more than the first three spikes but none of the roadside plants south of the junction were
doing more than pushing their tips above the ground surface, though there were three fully grown
flowering spikes on the north side of the road junction at the foot of a telegraph pole at the edge of a
water filled ditch – the River Ems here is full to the top of its banks and flowing fast.
INSECTS:

SUN 12 MAR
Today Mark Litjens called in at Bentley Wood, on the Hants/Wilts border near Salisbury, to pay his
respects to the butterflies whose temple this wood is and in the same way that orange clothed
Buddhist monks might emerge in procession from one of their temples so here a procession of 30
BRIMISTONE in even brighter yellows robes performed their spring rituals. To make the ceremony
even more impressive the insects had put on a naval display in the carpark under the command of
two RED ADMIRALS. At Chandlers Ford Martin Rand had 10 Brimstone in and around his garden
with a single female among them (in my experience the first female keeps the males waiting a good
week, so this is early and very good news). While plant hunting in the Test Valley north of Romsey
Martin had more butterflies - single COMMA, PEACOCK and the first confirmed SMALL
TORTOISESHELL (a species which I half feared would be extinct this year in view of their very poor
showing last summer - but this one has still got to find a mate before life can go on). Nearer Havant
Brian Fellows found 3 more Brimstone in the West Walk woods with a single Comma.
Stephen Harvey was surprised to find a SMALL WHITE in his Chandlers Ford garden today with 5
Brimstone and 2 Comma, and at Crab Wood to the west of Winchester (also today) he had another
11 Brimstone and 1 Comma. The Small White is not exceptionally early (they have been seen on
Mar 12 in two recent years) but it is clearly part of a very early general emergence of butterlfies.
Trevor Carpenter adds another Comma sighting - one seen yesterday in woods near Southwick
below Portsdown.
Cycling round the Fleet area this morning Rob Edmunds saw an ORANGE UNDERWING moth visiting
sallow blossom to give us the first report of this early day-flying moth. I only saw one myself for the
first time last spring but I gather that they are quite common in scrubby woodland areas where they
spend most of their time round the tops of birch trees but also like to settle on bare ground for a rest
(that's how I saw mine) or to feed on sallow blossom (pussy paws). They are a little smaller than a
Gatekeeper and give the impression of a weak flying butterfly. Also in the Fleet area Rob today saw
at least three Brimstone, one of them in his garden.
In Hammond's Land coppice, north of Leigh Park Gardens, I twice today had butterflies get up from the
ground near me but fly off too rapidly for me to follow or see them clearly. At a guess they were
Peacocks or Small Tortoiseshell and I favour the latter as they were on the small side for Peacocks)
SAT 11 MAR
Over at Whiteley Pastures (southern edge of Botley Woods) Mark Litjens this afternoon found 12
Brimstone, 7 Comma, 1 Red Admiral and 2 Peacock while John Goodspeed was on Portsdown
today and tells me that Brimstone were abundant there. Back in his garden John saw 'a small orange
butterfly' which he was unable to identify. I wonder if this could have been an Orange Underwing
moth? (see Mar 12 above) - in flight they do suggest an orangey buterfly. Back on the Brimstone trail
I have a message form Martin Rand of another 7 Brimstone seen from his office window yesterday not sure of the location but there has obviously been a widespread general emergence.
The Evening Class group visited Church Norton this morning and I gather they saw yet more
BRIMSTONES and the first male ORANGE TIP of the year as well as 'one that got away' (another of
those insects glimpsed long enough to suggest a Comma, but it could have been a Tortoishell)
FRI 10 MAR
Ken Hearne had a good view of a SMALL WHITE in his Worthing garden today and can be definite it
was not a Green Veined. Ken comments that this is his earliest ever in 10 years of butterfly
recording, and I see it is three days earlier than anything recorded in the last few years Hampshire
records

In the warm sunshine just after lunch today I went into the garden and saw a butterfly take off from the
ground and fly off before I could get a good look at it. My impression was of a SMALL
TORTOISESHELL but I cannot be certain - at least I know it was a butterfly unlike my glimpse of
what might have been a Holly Blue the other day - that could have been a blue petal or scrap of
paper blown on the wind. Further searching of the garden revealed the first TAWNY MINING BEE of
the year.
THU 9 MAR
After I had expressed my reasonable doubts on Wednesday about the WALL BROWN seen in
Ampfield Woods I had a further message from Martin Rand telling me that the sighting was no
fleeting impression but that he had seen the butterfly clearly through his binoculars at 15 yards for
about 20 seconds which it quite long enough to take in the full detail and while Martin admits he is not
very familiar with Wall Brown he knows this was not a Comma or Speckled Wood (though he would
agree that it could have been the southern subspecies of Speckled Wood (P. a. aegeria), which has
the same orange colour, blown north from Italy on southerly winds)
Brian Fellows was walking the Hollybank Woods north of Emsworth in today's sunshine and saw four
BRIMSTONE and one PEACOCK butterfly - I think they were in the Sussex part of the woods but
none the less welcome.
Geoff Butland was also walking in Sussex, further east at the foot of the Downs in West Dean Woods,
and saw two BRIMSTONE among the Wild Daffodils plus what I guess were two COMMAs from his
description of them as looking like Fritillaries.
WED 8 MAR
In the Ampfield Woods after lunch yesterday Martin Rand saw three RED ADMIRALS plus the almost
unbelievable sight of a WALL BROWN leaving Martin wondering if it too had taken to hibernating.
Normally Wall Brown is first seen in mid May but the Hampshire Butterfly report for 1998 records one
a month early on the Isle of Wight (seen April 9th). I think people will find it difficult to believe that one
was out more than a month earlier than that one - I am wondering how good a view Martin had of it could it possibly have been a Comma (or even a Speckled Wood)? Martin was clearly extremely
surprised himself but he does not say how good a view he had of this insect.
TUE 7 MAR
In Portsmouth Brian Fellows came on yet another RED ADMIRAL on Milton Common and with it was
an unmistakeable WHITE butterfly - probably a Small White but Brian had no chance to check if it
was a Green Veined.
Ken Hearne must have got his copy of British Wildlife a couple of days earlier than me (I hope mine will
come in the morning) and he says that in the Butterfly News section Nick Bowles writes that the RED
ADMIRAL is 'not capable of entering a deep hibernation' and is forced to wake up periodically and
re-fuel. Nick also says that any caterpillars feeding in the winter do so very slowly and the timescale
of their development is much slower than that which I gave on Monday.
MON 6 MAR
The chairman of Butterfly Conservation in Dorset was on Radio Solent a few days ago and remarked
that during the past winter RED ADMIRAL caterpillars had been seen munching away at nettles in
this country. This added a new dimension to my recent suggestions that some of the fresh
specimens we have been seeing recently might be early migrants rather than individuals which had
hibernated - I had not thought of them as newly emerged from pupae, though if that is happening
there must be scenes of 'Love in a Cold Climate' occurring in the winter as my caterpillar book tells
me that the elapsed time from egg-laying to emergence of the butterfly is only eight weeks (1 week
for egg to hatch, a month as a caterpillar and 2 to 3 weeks as a pupa) though I suppose all those
stages are likley to take longer in cold weather.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 11 MAR
Speaking to a Wildlife Trust member in the street here in Havant today he asked me when he could
expect to see Bats hunting in the evening and I advised him to wait until the evenings were a bit
warmer (my mpression is that when they feel hungry in the winter the bats tend to come out in
daytime when the air is reasonably warm, and I thought this might well still be the case in this

weather but I have no knowledge on the subject and would welcome more information). Anyway, a
message from Nick Mills this evening tells me that I was wrong - at least he watched his first
PIPISTRELLE hunting over the Titchfield Canal (just south of the village) at dusk this evening while
enjoying the sight of a hunting Barn Owl.
John Goodspeed tells me that a neighbour of his on Portsdown had TOAD SPAWN in her garden pond
this morning - the first I have heard of but this is about the time for it.
THU 9 MAR
Kevin Stouse tells me that he today watched some 20 FROGS still in a mating frenzy in a relatively
small pond sited in a Portsmouth garden which is surrounded by 6 foot high concrete walls. It's good
to know that the frogs have not lost their ability to hire an airplane and parachute down to suitable
habitat - this pond is 6 foot by 4 foot and I have in some small gardens found masses of spawn in
much smaller ponds that started life as kitchen sinks. Kevin tells me that he plans to move some of
the spawn from this pond to his own (at least there is spawn - I wondered if this continuing frenzy
was the result of a 'men only' session in view of the reported shortage of females) and I have to
advise anyone thinking of such moves that they are now officially frowned on in view of the possiblity
of spreading the 'red leg' disease virus to new ponds.
While clearing ivy from a brick wall in my garden I often find living snails of various species and in the
winter I often come across big colonies of Common or Garden Snails which have sealed themselves
off from the world and gone into profound hibernation. Today I found something different - on the
ground at the foot of the wall, hidden below ivy and other vegetation, I came on a concentration of at
least fifty big Common Snail shells, all empty and most having small holes in them. Had it been out
in the open and the shells more broken up I would have assumed it was a Thrush anvil (and I
suppose it is possible that a Thrush might have stood in top of the wall and dropped the shells but I
am sure that was not the origin of them as they would have been more smashed and the thick
vegetation would have prevented them falling through it in this tight packed graveyard). My guess is
that this is the work of mice, presumably Wood Mice, and I wonder if anyone can offer a better
suggestion of the origin of this pile?
Also in my garden my wife tells me that she has seen the SLUGS out and about on recent nights when
the ground has been damp.
MON 6 MAR
While searching the Test valley from Nursling to Romsey for Buzzards last Saturday (Mar 4) Russell
Wynn also noted 31 HARES, some of the females (Jills) fighting off the attentions of the Jacks with
bare knuckle boxing.
Lyndon Hatfield was the first to find Frogspawn in his north Fareham garden pond, laid on the night of
Jan 30/31, and now he is the first to report wriggling TADPOLES in his pond - the eggs started to
hatch late last week around Feb 24.
Last Saturday (Mar 4) I cycled down the Hayling Billy line past the open West Lane fields and when just
past the isolated wooded garden which extends into the fields on the west side of the road I stopped
to have a look at a strange object in the centre of the bare, open field. It was too distant to be sure of
its identity with the naked eye but my bins confirmed that it was the corpse of a FOX. I presume it had
been shot (or maybe injured in a road accident) and had got so far across the field and collapsed. I
guess we will never know.

BIRDS:

WEEK 09 FEB 28 – MAR 5

SUN 5 MAR
Kevin Stouse led a very productive walk from Bedhampton to the South Moors this morning and I have
included below comments on it from Trevor Carpenter regarding the Chiffchaff seen and heard.
Kevin tells me that. looking from the footbridge over the A27, there were good views of KINGFISHER
on a post by the Hermitage Stream above the A27 and of a single BLACK NECKED GREBE seen
from Broadmarsh plus a Pergrine over the RSPB Islands beyond the grebe. At Budds Farm he
reckons they saw at least six GREY WAGTAIL (and another pair at the Water Works on the way
back). There was a single Fieldfare in the Waterworks site and a single Redwing on the north side of

Bidbury Mead, and on the South Moors one Green Sandpiper was in the Tamarisk Pool and a
female Stonechat nearby. At Budds Farm outfall (where they did not see Rock Pipit - see Trevor's
idea about them below) there was a super male GOLDENEYE but very few birds on the pools within
the sewage farm. The day list total was 60.
John Clark was in the Avon Valley at dawn today for his special WeBS Count and his list opens with 52
Little Grebe but has only 1 Greylag. Gadwall totalled 131 and there were 11 Goldeneye and 16
Goosander while the 3 Ruddy Duck seen by Phil Lord in the afternoon (see below) numbered 6 (all
males) on the morning. For those wanting to see them John says there is now a viewing hide on the
east side of Mockbeggar Lake and all six Ruddy Duck could be seen from it at 9am. 12 Curlew seen
by the Avon above Ibsley might be birds returning to nest in the New Forest(?) and the nil return on
Bewick's could also mean that they have already headed off to their nesting haunts (they have
usually gone by mid-March). On the question of when CHIFFCHAFF sing (see below) he says there
were four of them at Blashford, 3 just calling and 1 which sang briefly. I think the word 'briefly' is a
significant part of the answer to why only one was heard to sing (again very briefly) by Kevin
Stouse's walk party at Budds Farm today - I suspect that if a 24 hour tape recorder were in use there
several if not all the birds would sing at some time each day but 'briefly' (in the same way that
Blackbirds are now making quite a general chorus of song for perhaps a quarter of an hour at dusk,
and if you are not out then you woulld think they were still silent). John goes on to say **My guess is
that the migrants sing strongly on arrival, and none have arrived yet.** I can't comment on their
arrival but experience in previous years leads me to believe that the first thing the arrivals do is to
feed as if their life depended on it (as it may) - maybe they sing the day after arrival (when they will
have filled their bellies and flown inland to sing to John in the Fleet area).
To end this evening's mail bag there is another message from John Clark detailing the birds seen on
Eversley GP (SU 7662 by the Frimley to Reading road south of Wokingham) at dusk this evening. In
Feb 1996 there were 124 Goosander on this pit and in January 97 an exceptional count of 184 but
John could only see 22 there tonight (like the Bewick's many have probably already left). A count of
36 Shoveler prompted John to suggest they had dropped in on passage. For those who think of
Goldeneye as coastal birds there were 10 at this site, and (for Brian Fellows to chase up in case they
are from Baffins Pond) 45 Barnacles and 1 Snow Goose.
Trevor Carpenter feels sorry for Rock Pipits (see below) and I feel the same about REED BUNTINGS
which must surely have the most uninteresting song of any British Bird, but at least the males look
smart and the species is getting more attention from birders now that they are on the 'endangered
list'. Anyway it's good to hear that Geoff and Lin Rogers watched a pair courting at the Winnal Moors
nature reserve on the Itchen in Winchester (they don't mention song, but who would? - and last year
I did not hear my first song from one until April 2nd). While at the reserve a Peregrine circled
overhead at 1pm and ten minutes later a Buzzard was seen.
Yesterday, close to Dave Billet's home in Fareham, Trevor Carpenter heard a BLACKCAP in full song,
and while he assumes it was a wintering bird this marks a step up in their activity from the subdued
and prolonged song sometimes heard from birds whiling away winter days in the centre of a dense
bush or clump of Ivy. This is the first report of Blackcap song to reach me this year but I suspect that
those who have winter resident birds in their garden have at least heard the subdued form if not the
strong song which Trevor heard. Today Trevor joined the walk led by Kevin Stouse in the
Bedhampton/Broadmarsh/Langstone area and was surprised to hear very little song from the many
CHIFFCHAFF in and around Budds Farm - he says .. 'Two weeks ago there was a report on
HOSLIST of 9 Chiffchaff singing at Eastliegh SF. I joined the Bedhampton walk today in the best
wintering Chiffchaff location in this area. The first one seen gave me only a fleeting glimpse but on
top of Budds Mound we found 3 together but none were singing. Two of these were bright birds but
one was very dishevelled and looked a very different bird. This may have been a genuine
MIGRANT. It was too busy feeding to sing. Further on we heard our first singing bird but the song
soon stopped. Further on still a single bird was calling weakly but no song. It seems strange that on
a bright morning when everything else was in song there was so little output from Chiffchaffs and this
especially so when they appear to have been singing so well two weeks ago. Any theories?.' I have
no answer ti Trevor's question, especially as I had three singing around me at the Brockhampton
stream on Feb 6 but have not heard one singing since then despite numerous visits - perhaps they
have been put off by the sight of the monstrous metail structure that has just arisen in the sewage

works (from the Oysterbeds it dwarfs the Autoliv Factory, though it does not rise as high as
Portsdown in the background). We will have to wait to see what cladding goes round the gleaming
steel frame.
ROCK PIPITS are usually to be seen on the shore by Budds Farm but Trevor Carpenter does not
mention seeing one there this morning though he did see one yesterday at Hook Spit (Warsash),
looking very bedraggled and neglected in the chill north west wind. His sympathy for the bird was
such that he is now drumming up support for a national Rock Pipit day each year - I think he would
like this to be a really nasty winter day on which birders everywhere feel obliged to go down to their
local shoreline with a paper bag of Rock Cakes and to perform a small ceremony involving piling
stones into a cairn, then crumbling the Rock Cakes on the ground in the shelter of the pile of stones
so that the Rock Pipits can come and have one decent meal out of the wind. Other birds in the Hook
spit area included 200 Wigeon, a Little Owl, 2 pairs of Stonechat and a party of Redwing in a
meadow - Trevor thought there were six or seven of them until they were disturbed and 35 flew up.

Yesterday the Havant Evening Class Group took their Saturday morning walk from the Havant Thicket
carpark along the southern edge of the Thicket, then headed down the boggy walk of the long
Avenue leading to Leigh Park Gardens, returning through Hammonds Land Coppice and across the
Gipsies Plain. At this time last year they had superb views of a Red Kite when walking in this area but
today had to make do with one Buzzard plus the added interest of half a dozen SISKIN in Pine Trees
near the north end of the Avenue, a pair of BULLFINCH in Leigh Park Gardens, a pair of
STONECHAT in the Gipsies Plain area (along the track by the 'orchid ditch' where I have seen these
same Stonechat on each of my last two visits on Jan 9 and Feb 21), and finally a decent sized flock
of 30 MEADOW PIPIT that I would guess are on their way north as I have not seen them here during
the winter. If they are still making their walks in 2015 they may have a different bird list as the
majority of the ground they traversed is scheduled to be a huge water reservoir by then - we shall
see if and when that comes about.
Miscellaneous HOSLIST and Pager news for today includes a sighting of three of the elusive RUDDY
DUCKS on Mockbeggar Lake, Ringwood (I hope they were seen by the lady from Sasketchewan
who told me that she badly wanted to see them there as they remind her of happy days birding in
Canada - is that really the best bird Saskatchewan has to offer?). There were 12 Goosander (3 of
them males) on the same lake and up at Fleet Pond at least two Bitterns, five Mandarin and one
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker were seen. Nearer to Havant there was also a Bittern sighting at
Titchfield Haven (flew upriver at 10am) where the Spoonbill is still present as is Brambling and
(presumably still at the chalets on the shore) a Black Redstart. Further west a Med Gull in the Milford
beach carpark needs a couple more black feathers at the base of its bill to complete it's summer
plumage.
We can feel confident in Mike Rafter's report of a ringtail Hen Harrier once more crossing the Farley
Mount to Kings Somborne road between Winchester and the Test but perhaps not so confident that
the chap was right when (according to Keith Betton) he claimed a couple of years ago that there
were five pairs of MONTAGU'S HARRIER breeding in Hampshire. I have only two general
comments to make on this, firstly that I strongly believe there are many more birds (of all species)
around than ever get counted or listed by birders, secondly that my expectations of seeing a
particular bird are not related to BTO Statistics (I see the need for statistics and am sure the BTO
statisticians make the best use of the limited info available to them, but when I read that there are 4.5
pairs of Hobby per 10 Km square with suitable habitat I do not expect to see 9 Hobbies in SU 71
each year).
A brief look at Aldsworth Pond this afternoon showed me at least 17 GADWALL with only 10 Coot and
fewer Tufted Duck. One pair of Swans and on of Canada Geese were seen with a Little Grebe and
a few Moorhen and Mallard. There is no one place that gives you a full view of what is on this pond
and the meadow to the west so I may have missed the pair of Greylag and other birds which I did not
see in a brief view from the southern sluice by the roadside.
SAT 4 MAR
Andy Collins found the Iceland Gull back at Weston Shore, Southampton, this afternoon and it stayed

until dusk. He also saw a second summer Med Gull there. Down the coast at Titchfield Haven the
Spoonbill was seen through the day and Brambling was a bonus at the visitor centre. Over in the
New Forest the Great Grey Shrike is still sticking to the area south of the Ocknell Plain carpark and
up at Fleet Pond there were 2 Lesser Spotted Wodpeckers, 80 Redpoll, 15 Siskin and at least one
Brambling. On the water were 6 Mandarin and 2 Goosander (both species possibly in pairs as there
were equal numbers of male and female)
John Eyre was surprised to flush a Jack Snipe from dry, burnt, heathland near Aldershot today and
remembers putting one up at the same spot at this time last year. You may remember that earlier
this year John reckoned he knew of at least 20 Jack Snipe in the Fleet area and he now comments
that the number of wetland birds seem to peak at this time of year so I guess there are a few more of
them there - he suggests that it is well worth searching for them on dry heath that is not too thickly
vegetated (e.g. land burnt in the last couple of years and beginning to regrow). Next to this message
came one reporting a Water Rail in the ditch around the Autoliv factory on the Langstone South
Moors (where I saw one briefly in the open last year on Feb 12), and taken with Brian Fellows report
of one at Baffins Pond last week I think these confirm John's statement that numbers in both
expected and unexpected places do peak at this time of year. The numbers seen are almost
certainly higher than they would otherwise be because the birds which have dropped down at dawn
from their passage movement do not always land in places with a lot of cover (and the birds are
unfamiliar with whatever cover there is) so we see more of them than we would if they were 'playing
on their home ground'.
A trip down the Hayling Billy line and around Gunner Point on Hayling this afternoon showed me more
Shelduck than usual (21 in the main pool of the Oystebeds and up to 50 in the
Langstone/Warblington/Northney area) and plenty of Brent but nothing more unexpected than a
couple of Knot in the Kench and a smart male Stonechat on the Gunner Point shore. Incidentally I
could not see the Stonechat pair which have been winter resident in the field inshore of the
Oysterbeds but did hear a report of one over on the South Moors where they were more regularly
seen early in the winter - I suspect these are the same birds crossing and re-crossing the water but I
realise that these birds are on the move to breeding areas now and could be seen anywhere. Black
Tailed Godwit are in very short supply in this area at the moment (just one seen this afternoon).
From the Oysterbeds looking out towards the islands without a scope I could pick out a number of
Merganser and three more bulky birds (one brown and two with a lot of white) that I suspect were
Eider. I also noted the Swan pair present on Sinah Lake and another pair on the shore near the
mouth of the Langbrook stream where a pair of them made a very half hearted attempt to nest on the
shingle spit opposite the slipway from the field across the stream.
FRI 3 MAR
A female SURF SCOTER was seen at Selsey Bill today along with 60+ Slav Grebe, a Red Necked
Grebe, and 7 Great Northern Divers. The Sussex website also today publishes comprehensive
counts of birds in Pagham Harbour in Jan and Feb this year - much of the info has already been seen
and passed on by myself but I see that the count of SLAV GREBE reached 43 on Feb 9 whereas
there were only two sightings of single FIRECREST at Church Norton (Jan 8 and Feb 9). With much
of southern and eastern England already over-supplied with Greylag Geese we have so far escaped
being over-run but I see that as well as the four or five that were on Thorney Deeps east during the
winter there were 5 seen in Pagham Harbour on Jan 2 and Feb 5 (possibly the Thorney birds). While
thinking of Geese I must mention that at Scotney (way over on the Kent border) the Whitefront flock
now numbers 298 (with one Little Stint as their regimental mascot). More prosaically 2 Green
Sandpiper were at the Chichester 'wind surfing' pool (north of the new A27 route) yesterday.
Here in Hampshire Mike Rafter this afternoon saw a ringtail Hen Harrier between Farley Mount and
Kings Somborne in the Test Valley west of Winchester.
Andy Collins checked out Weston Shore at hgh tide this morning and found a wintering CURLEW
SANDPIPER among the Dunlin as well as seeing that Velvet Scoter out on the water. An
annoymous report on the pagers today says that the SPOONBILL is still at Titchfield Haven and a
Med Gull was just ouside a seafront cafe at Milford.
The BBC South Today news this evening had dramatic pictures of the recapture of the Farnborough
EAGLE OWL at the town's railway station (just in time before the bird made good it's escape by

train?). What was impressive was to see how the net fired from a pistol enveloped the owl and
brought it down - I wonder where such guns are obtainable and how much they cost? they should
make the close observation of rare birds a much easier task and (remembering current
correspondence on HOSLIST) with the minimum of disturbance to the bird (after all the ringers do it
regularly with their cannon nets so why should the ordinary birder be left out?). Also on TV tonight
Bill Oddie in Poland was definitely my TV programme of the year with wonderful birds, scenery and
wildlife photography (and Bill is in my opinion by far the best commentator on wildlife that I have seen
on TV).
Tony Gutteridge today went round the Warblington farmland where we will be making the first official
CBC visit within the next two weeks. He watched two male Sparrowhawks chasing each other
around above a regular Sparrowhawk nest site and later saw one of them try to send a Crow packing
(but got seen off himself). Over by Wade Court a Green Sandpiper was by the tiny pool just east of
Wade Lane near the shore, and the field with cattle at the junction of Church Lane and the road to
the Old Rectory had 17 Egrets in it. Last week Tony was in Devon where he confirmed the general
impression that Goldfinch are numerous this winter by seeing a flock of more than 200 of them (plus
a few Brambling and other finches).
I hear that the March issue of British Birds carries an article suggesting that annual county bird reports
in their present form are a waste of time but I share Trevor Carpenter's view which appeared on
HOSLIST today that it would be a great pity if these annual reports were to vanish or be seriously cut
in size. Clearly they and the quarterly newsletters are likely to change to reflect increasing use of the
internet and the availability of up to the minute news, but as annual records of bird status, plus
regular features such as 'ringing reports', maps of bird sites, and tables of first and last dates, not to
mention an overall review of the year, special articles and some first class photos, they are
invaluable to old and new birders alike. Personally I would like to see each report acting more as an
update to the latest county avifauna rather than being restricted to one year's observations (I expect
others have expereienced the dificulty of trying to keep five or ten reports open at the same species
to compare trends or even find the most recent sighting of real rarities). I would like to see each
report listing all birds on the county list with a note of when and where a species was last seen even
if not seen in the current year, and commenting on trends over several years rather than listing just
what had been observed in the one latest year (i.e. an expansion of the current first paragraph for
each species). On a more trivial note I would like the maps of birding sites to have a double key (in
numeric sequence as well as alpha sequence so you can quickly see what a particular dot
represents as well as finding a site when you know its name - incidentally Acres Down has been
'suppressed' in the 1999 report, is this because the Honey Buzzards bred there?). Whatever our
differing views on the subject no one can but admire the tremendous effort put into this mammoth
annual task by John Clark and his colleagues, nor fail to notice to improvements they make from
year to year.
THU 2 MAR
Pager news this morning reported a SPOONBILL at Titchfield Haven in mid-morning and its continuing
presence through the day - looking in the 1998 Bird Report I see that this species has been recorded
in every month except February and that the end of March is the expected time for the first to be
seen so this bird's arrival on March 2nd is perhaps another example of everything getting earlier.
Also on the pagers it the daily confirmation that at least one Bittern is still at Fleet Pond.
Emer Bog is one of Hampshire Wildlife Trust's lesser known nature reserves better known for wetland
plants than birds but today Martin Rand flushed a male Red Crested Pochard here and, even better,
saw two HAWFINCH and heard the now rare calls of breeding Lapwing on territory. If you want to
explore this place you take the A27 from Southampton to Romsey and turn north at traffic lights in
North Baddesley, keeping left for Ampfield until you get to Bucket Corner where you should be able
to park just inside the Pound Lane Nurseries, then walk back across the road into the small reserve
(please keep to the path within it) - altenatively you drive south from the A31 at crossroads just west
of Ampfield.
Back to Baffins Pond from their winter quarters at Titchfield Haven have come the 12 Barnacle Geese,
one Snow Goose and the hybrid goose which seems to have Bar Headed family connections (any
confirmation of their departure from Titchfield would be welcome to tie up the loose ends - there was
a theory that the birds seen there came from the Isle of Wight). They were seen at the pond today by

Brian Fellows who was there hoping to see a WATER RAIL which had been seen in this unlikely
place by Wendy Thomson twice last week (Feb 22 and 24). With little in the way of cover for the bird
she had good views of it and is confident it was not a Moorhen. I suspect that it (or maybe they - two
different birds) was a traveller moving from winter quarters (at say Titchfield Haven) back to its
breeding area and stopping off to rest its small wings and pick up some of the abundant food usually
to be found around this pond (Water Rail are I believe omnivorous and would take both bread and
mice eating it). I must reject Brian's idea that the bird could not have been here as he did not see it
himself, but that train of thought did remind me of my student days reading Philosphy .. I think it was
Bishop Berkeley who claimed that matter did not exist except as a perception in a mind and that the
role of God was to act as the mind which continued to perceive the world when we were asleep or
looking elsewhere, so in these atheistic days I reckon a Water Rail is a good alternative to God to
keep the pond in existence betweeen Brian's visits.
WED 1 MAR
Among lots of news on the Sussex website tonight I would pick out reports of a second winter ICELAND
GULL back in the Pagham Harbour roost on Feb 28 (last report of the Weston Shore bird was on Feb
27), and of 250 BRENT GEESE flying north at dusk on Feb 28 from Rye Harbour (this in Barry Yates
report for Rye Harbour for February). I haven't yet heard anyone here agree with me but I have felt
for a week or more that the Brent here in Langstone Harbour are already on the move, finding
smaller numbers of them everywhere but having no info from Farlington Marshes (I wonder if we will
ever have a communicative warden there like Barry Yates?)
...... Other Sussex news of today's sightings is of the Long Tailed Duck and one Smew still at
Chichester (East Trout and Runcton Lakes respectively), a Manx Shearwater passing Selsey, and of
'stunning Woodlark and stunning Dartford Warbler' at Ambersham Common. Along the coast at
Shoreham 9 adult Med Gulls are on parade and a Barn Owl and 2 Short Eared Owls have been seen
on the airport, and at the extreme east end of Sussex there have been 287 Whitefronts at Scotney.
Back on Feb 25 at Petworth 9 Buzzards and 2 Red Kites were seen (I think together).
This morning I made my second exploratory visit to the farm near Chalton where I have been asked to
monitor the results, on the bird population, of a major effort to encourage wildlife on the farm. As yet
there are not too many birds to be seen, other than a mass of Rooks, Black Headed Gulls and Wood
Pigeons on newly ploughed land (half the fields have been left over winter for spring planting) but
there was very encouraging news of unseen birds – the farmer has seen two BARN OWLS around th
e barn in which fresh pellets have been seen for some time below a nest box (he hopes they raise a
few more beaks to control the rats which he is leaving uncontrolled to avoid poisoning the owls). The
best bird which I saw was a single WOODCOCK that I put up in the wood, and it was also good to
see a small flock of Yellowhammer and to hear a Pied Wagtail around the farm buildings making a
collection of noises that were probably its idea of a song. Back at home the male Sparrowhawk
which is becoming a daily sight in the garden went over at rooftop height, patrolling rather than
hunting, as it did about the same time yesterday.
John Eyre found seven male WOODLARKS singing on Bourley Heath this morning and comments that
it looks like being a good year for them. Having checked out the location of Bourley Heath (SU 8250,
3 miles south of Fleet and a couple of miles west of Aldershot) I went on to wonder if John Shillitoe
would agree with John Eyre in view of his failure to find any Woodlark in the Wickham
Common/West Walk area last Sunday. I'm not familiar with these birds but I guess they are a little
like Nightjars in that they have to move their nesting areas regularly as the habitat changes - here in
West Walk they moved in fairly smartly after the trees on Lodge Hill were clear felled but may now
have moved on again as the vegetation regrows. Possibly they are among the species whose
interests the RSPB have in mind in their scheme to fell thousands of trees in the Ringwood Forest
area to restore heathland and it seems a pity that local residents have raised such a storm of
opposition to a well intentioned and well informed scheme (but then I'm not one of those whose idea
of being 'green' is limited to just planting trees - any trees, any where). Let's hope the citizens of the
Hart district are better informed than those of Ringwood.
HOSLIST news today comes from Mike Rafter and Simon Harthill - Mike reports 3 RAVENS seen flying
together over the Black Gutter area of the New Forest, only 3 or 4 miles from Fordingbridge where
one pair of Ravens were seen some ten days ago, so maybe this was a 'Fordingbridge pair' seeing

off an intruder (and if the intruder was a singleton, where all other recent sightings have been of
pairs, could this mean it was a newcomer to our county and an addition to the Hampshire Raven
rollcall). If that reflects a new arrival then Simon's news may reflect a departure as he could not find
the Weston Shore Iceland Gull this evening but did find 3 MED GULLS all in full summer plumage.
We should be seeing more of them around Langstone Harbour and Farlington Marshes from now on
if last year's total of 14 breeding pairs on the RSPB islands increases again this year. The regular
bulletin from Fleet Pond today reports just one Bittern and a couple of Goosander (one a drake) with everything happening earlier this year the mid-March departure time for Goosander may be just
around the corner.
TUE 29 FEB
Mike Collins tells me that today's national bird news includes the arrival of the first two HOUSE
MARTINS, one at Portland the other in Norfolk.
Geoff Culbertson has achieved a lot of publicity warning people of the danger an Eagle Owl poses to
domestic pets and possibly young children following the discovery of one in the West Town area of
Hayling. I heard yesterday that another one was on the loose in Farnborough (where it had attacked
a dog) and today I had an email from John Gudgeon who had read reports of similar incidents in
Yorkshire a month or so ago. John says 'Presumably these are escaped falconers birds' and I would
agree that they have escaped from captivity but I doubt genuine falconers would welcome the
association with the people who probably lost these birds - my assumption is that they reflect a
modern craze for exotic 'pet keeping' by no doubt well intentioned but thoughtless people with no
experience of handling their pets and no real knowledge of what they are letting themselves in for - a
craze that is filling our ponds with Terrapin and to a lesser extent our parks with abandoned Iguanas
(and how many snakes and spiders just die without ever being spotted?). In my opinion the genuine
falconers will go to great lengths to recover their birds if they fly off, and they have their own network
of fellow falconers who circulate news of missing and found birds to re-unite them with their owners
as soon as possible, and the fact that no one has come forward to claim ownership of the Hayling
Eagle Owl seems proof that it was abandoned rather than lost. The other day (see Feb 25) I put out
a couple of phone numbers for reporting this bird to the police and while on the subject it may be
worth adding a number that is already on my 'Wildlife Rescue and Contacts' page - this is
01243-512472 for the Sussex Falconry Centre near Chichester where news of any escaped raptors
is welcome and will be passed on to the falconer's network.
On this same subject of responsibility among birders both John Clark and John Eyre have voiced their
concern over inappropriate publicity and inappropriate behaviour in connection with sensitive bird
sites. This came in response to news of the sighting of seven Hen Harriers at a night roost in the
New Forest, and their response gives the reason why not so long ago (in connection with the
Broomy Plain sightings of the Ocknell Shrike) distant memories of Hen Harrier roost reports in that
area stirred in my mind. It seems that whenever such roosts have occurred and become public
knowledge in the past the birds have abandoned them (and the same cause may well be the reason
that we have only one Great Grey Shrike in the New Forest this winter). I can't see any simple
answer to this problem - it is human nature to be inquisitive and communicative and I think
impossible to prevent news of 'good birds' getting out, and even if all who understand the dangers of
disturbance behave responsibly there will always be a subset of the ignorant and inexperienced
birders who let the side down. Having myself reached an age when I am more than happy to enjoy
they birds 'at a distance' (reading about them on HOSLIST) I can remember being younger and
needing to 'see for myself' (and if I had not done so I would not have the memories of places and
birds with which to build my own mental pictures). I am very much opposed to the school of thought
that instinctively suppresses all news (suppression hardly ever works and suppressing news seems
to me to be a miserly attitude of 'not sharing' the joys of life) and my reaction to this problem is
twofold - firstly not to be too specific in any general announcement, and secondly to use the sensitive
events as occasions for a lesson in good behaviour and conservation (in other words to attach a
positive message of what not to do and what can happen if people do not heed the guidance) - and
it goes without saying that I would bring back hanging from a gibbet above Deadman Hill (which
overlooks Black Gutter Bottom) as the penalty for all who disturb the birds.
Hampshire news - first let me say thanks to Russell Wynn who told me where Avon Water is and its
connection with the Gadwall at Keyhaven. It is in fact a stream which rises in the New Forest just

south of Burley and flows down past Sway to Keyhaven where it becomes the channel taking the
Ferry along the inside of the spit to Hurst Castle. Bird news comes from Mike Rafter who was at
Hurst spit yesterday and saw the female SNOW BUNTING still there near post 17A with two Long
Tailed Duck (in Mount Lake?) and a mobile MERLIN falcon. Up in the Forest on the east side of
Slufters the Great Grey Shrike was sticking to its position and two Crossbill were nearby
(presumably along the edge of Slufters). Leaving Hampshire for the independent state of
Portsmouth Brian Fellows reports a record count of 76 Tufted Duck (playing trombones?) on Baffins
Pond with 26 Shoveler engaged in their high speed 'bumper car' circling of the water but he could not
see the Snow Goose, Banacle Goose and hybrid (Bar-Headed) which he thought had returned from
Titchfield Haven to settle down for the summer - maybe they were frightened off by the increase in
Canada Geese to 63 today.
Despite the high wind and threat of rain I made my circuit of Hayling fields in search of feeding Brent
and actually found 88 of them in the field immediately east of West Town station (the bare patches
where they were, in contrast to good growth of wheat in other parts of the field, showed that they are
still regular visitors here though not in the numbers seen here earlier in the winter when I have had
counts ranging from 180 up to 650) The situation was the same on Verner Common where for the
first time I could only see 20 Brent rather than the hundreds normally present. GOLDEN PLOVER
were still present at Verner, my estimate being 300, though I can only count them when airborne as
I do not have access to Verner and can only look from the public path along the shore to the north.
MON 28 FEB
According to the pagers a SAND MARTIN was Hampshire's first summer bird when it flew in over
Portsmouth yesterday (Feb 27), equalling the earliest ever date recorded for this species in
Hampshire in 1990. This was only one day behind Dorset's first Wheatear at Portland and a day
ahead of the best Sussex could do - White Wagtail at Beachy Head today (appearing as a tastefully
dressed double act with a Black Redstart - I guess they would look smart together). Other pager
news is of another Kittiwake sighting at Fleet Pond (along with a couple of Mealy Redpoll) today, the
Ocknell Shrike remaining static for once (seen today), and the first mention to my knowledge of a
Hen Harrier roost in the New Forest this winter (7 birds seen at Black Gutter).
Among the more interesting messages today is one from Paul Boult describing a half-term adventure
around Thorney Island with his two young sons (aged 9 and 6) and the family's two dogs. Regular
readers of these notes may remember this family's visit to Pagham last year, but this time it was just
a day trip without the camping experience. Among the 58 bird species they saw were the party of 10
Eider and a good number of Sanderling but the bird which I was really pleased to see on the list was
CETTI'S WARBLER heard near the Little Deeps as I had a feeling there should be one making itself
heard there at this time of year but no one else has mentioned its presence.
Back on Feb 6 I was not too surprised to hear three Chiffchaff singing at Budds Farm, and I have been
more surprised by not hearing them again since then in the mild weather. Over at Eastleigh sewage
farm up to 9 of them were heard singing yesterday by Dave Unsworth and I suspect we will be
hearing more of them here at Budds Farm in the near future as birders head there to look for the
Sand Martins and whatever other goodies are blown in on the southerly gales.
Yesterday Steve Keen was at Keyhaven in such windy weather that one of the two regular Peregrines
was hiding behind a box rather than perching on its usual exposed post top, but these birds are
bolder in Sussex and the pair for which Graham Roberts risked his life in order to give them a nest
box on the top of the well named Sussex Heights tower block is reported back around the nest in
today's Sussex news. Also enjoying the wind at least six Fulmar are back on the cliffs near Brighton
(and one was clocked at 45mph as it used the wind to show a passing car on the cliff top road what
fuel economy is all about)
Also on the Sussex website there is today encouraging news of 100 Corn Bunting on Newmarket Hill
near Lewes - 25 Linnet and 20 Yellowhammer were with them and 120 Fieldfare were in the same
area. I seem to remember that Colin Law's reports of Corn Bunting on the downs near here
indicated a regular flock of around 150 Corn Bunting until mid-March each winter but so far as I know
this is the first time he has seen even 100 this winter.
Ed Griffiths has just enjoyed a long weekend on the Isle of Wight, staying at Yarmouth where both
Siskin (male) and Brambling perched in a tree outside the window on Sunday morning. Among the
birds he enjoyed were Spotted Redshank and Fulmar but he (and I) are still waiting for an answer to

the question as to whether there is an Egret night roost on the island - can anybody answer it? I
seem to remember hearing of a night roost in trees at Sowley Pond on the mainland (as well as the
large established roost on Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour), but also hearing regular reports of
Egrets flying north from Isle of Wight from 'early birders' in the Lymington area.
My afternoon walk took me down the Langbrook stream to the South Moors where I met John Gowen
returning from a similar round during which he had had a close encounter with a Sparrowhawk in hot
pursuit of a Blackbird (which got away). Among the birds which I saw were two GREEN
SANDPIPER with an Egret in the Tamarisk pool, two Skylark singing overhead, and close views of
Dunlin, Turnstone and Ringed Plover on the shore with the tide pushing them up. There were more
than 300 Brent also feeding at the tideline and two flocks of Wigeon – more than 60 at the Langbrook
mouth and another 70 below Budds Mound
PLANTS:

SUN 5 MAR
This afternoon I felt sure the first TOOTHWORT must be flowering and set out to look for it in Ham Lane
(square SU 6913) at Catherington (sharp right at the first bend as you come up Roads Hill from the
southern end of Catherington Down – but leave your car at the reserve entrance). After the short
tarmaced section the ancient lane starts with Hazel trees lining the left bank and I have in the past
found Toothwort under then at the start but today I had to walk quite a long way to find a single plant
in flower (on the left just before the ‘trees in pots’ in the nursery through the hedge give way to a bank
of tall conifers acting as a windbreak). I only saw the Toothwort, which had not fully pushed up from
the ground, because I stopped to admire my very first WOOD ANEMONES on the right bank, and
while I found up to fifty Wood Anemones in flower I never saw more than the one spike of pink
Toothwort but there was one more surprise in store. Just before reaching a stile to a footpath going
left I found a lovely patch of MOSCHATEL with several buds standing up above the leaves, one of
them having anthers showing in its upward pointing ‘clock face’. On my way home I came down the
old Horndean to Havant Road and stopped on the left just before the road rises to the roundabout
where it meets the traiffic going to and from the A3M. Here there is a sort of grass island between
the main road and a service road to the houses behind and it is worth checking out this island for
COMMON WHITLOWGRASS at the moment (plenty of it, but don’t expect plants that stand up and
show you they are there – all you see is tiny white petals rising no higher than the moss which
surrounds them so you do not realise they are attached to any plant unless you poke down the
moss). I then took a large detour to check the BUTTERBUR plants at the Racton road junction (SU
7809) which had started to appear as early as Jan 15 (those in Emsworth Brook Meadow also made
an early start on Jan 26). Surprisingly they seemed to have made very little progress in six weeks –
there were more than the first three spikes but none of the roadside plants south of the junction were
doing more than pushing their tips above the ground surface, though there were three fully grown
flowering spikes on the north side of the road junction at the foot of a telegraph pole at the edge of a
water filled ditch – the River Ems here is full to the top of its banks and flowing fast.
SAT 4 MAR
ALEXANDERS was in flower beside Ferry Road on Hayling today (my first for the year) and on the way
there I saw a few more BLACKTHORN flowers on a single branch overhanging the Billy Line (my
second sighting of this flower). Common Whitlowgrass was flowering widely on the grass by Sinah
Lake and among rougher grass south of the Golf Course there were many GREEN WINGED
ORCHID plants detectable by well developed leaves - a lot more of them than I expected for this time
of year. The area of Sinah Common south of Staunton Avenue has turned up a number of rarities
such as the Childing Pink and Common Fiddleneck but today it had less welcome flowers growing
from disturbed ground among the gorse – a cluster of RAPE with their bright yellow flowers looking
like navigation beacons for mariners.
THU 2 MAR
Martin Rand was at the HWT Emer Bog nature reserve today (see bird news for its location) and found
WILD DAFFODILS in flower on the eastern fringe of woodland there. He says these began to open
their trumpets at several sites in the Baddesley area four or five days ago so we should be on the
look out for them here. With all the development at Whiteley I wonder if they still survive on the west
fringe of the Botley woods (around SU 556113) opposite Curbridge?

Last Tuesday (Feb 29) I found the first two flowers open on BLACKTHORN and in a few days it will be
possible to compare this blossom with the Cherry Plum before the latter vanishes from the scene.
WED 1 MAR
A tight cluster of EARLY DOG VIOLETS brandishing 30 or more fully open flowers from an otherwise
barren, though sunlit, field edge on the south side of Huckswood Lane east of Chalton was the
highspot of a walk around the farm fields there in search of birds. No other newly flowering plants
were found but in the week since I was last there a mass of Ramson’s (Wild Garlic) leaves have
appeared on the woodland floor.
Now may be a good time to visit Portchester Castle to see wild WALLFLOWERS – I see that they are
already flowering at the Rye Harbour nature reserve and get a mention from the warden (Barry
Yates) in his prompt monthly report for February published today on the Sussex Ornithological
Society website.
MON 28 FEB
Mats of the tiny yellow flowers of Opposite Leaved Golden Saxifrage are something that I would love to
discover here in the Havant area (the nearest I have seen are in the Purbrook Heath area) and Phil
Budd has reminded me of this lovely plant by telling me that he has just found it in flower at Ashford
Chace under the Hangers north west of Petersfield where Stinking Hellebore is flowering on the
steep hillside. Nearer to Selborne he tells me that the Green Hellebore plants are flowering at the
Bradshott Hall site and in the Meon Valley area the Lesser Glory-of-the-snow (Chionodoxa
sardensis) is now flowering - if you want to see the lovely blue flowers of this plant you are welcome
to join Phil and members of the Southampton Natural History Society at the Beacon Hill carpark at
10:30am on March 19 when their walk route will take in the site of this plant. Phil also reports Barren
Strawberry in flower.
Christoph Harwood took his regular weekend walk around the East Meon area this Saturday and found
a noticeable increase in the number of Primroses flowering in Rookham Copse - at this time of year
great changes seem to take place overnight. One plant for whose flowers we will have to wait some
time is the wild Rose but Christoph notes that leaves were already beginning to show on one plant
even on the exposed heights of Park Hill, reminding me that down here in lowland Langstone I had
seen a bush in virtually full leaf today. As well as leaves and flowers the smells of spring are
preparing themselves to be discovered - Christoph remarks on the smell of wild garlic which I have
yet to notice (I only saw my first Ramsons leaves in Lowtons Copse last week).
WHITE COMFREY was in full flower among the tombstones in St Faith’s churchyard in central Havant
today and in my own garden the sunshine revealed the small but beautiful red female flowers on a
Hazel tree, encouraging me to search for more and find them on other trees while out walking this
afternoon. Near the South Moors, growing out of the water of the Langbrook stream, the first tall
spikes of female BUTTERBUR plants were almost in full flower while the many more plants that will
grow from drier land around the stream have hardly begun to show above the ground surface.
INSECTS:

WED 1 MAR
Looking out of the window onto my sunlit garden this afternoon I could hardly believe my eyes when I
twice saw a pale blue object moving about twenty feet above the ground, first in one direction , then
another, and had the impression that I was seeing a HOLLY BLUE. I cannot claim that it was but feel
it worth announcing in case other people have seen this unlikely sight and feel shy of exposing
themselves to ridicule. Looking at the Hampshire Butterfly reports I see that they have been seen as
early as Mar 10, and that they are very variable in their numbers and dates, so I hope this augurs a
good year for them
OTHER WILDLIFE:

THU 2 MAR
A message from Roy Munday today says .. **while on the way to work on Tuesday (29-2-00) at 7:10am
I was fortunate to see a pair of MUNTJAC on the verge of the road at West Walk, Nr. Wickham. As I
brought the car to a halt I was rewarded by the male stopping to have a look back at me from only 20
feet away.** I'm not sure how pleased we should be at such a definite sighting in our area as I gather

that these creatures are blamed for various crimes, including the uprooting of vast numbers of
Bluebells. In view of Martin Rand's news (see Plants) that Wild Daffodils are now in flower, and the
presence of fairly small colonies of these along the southern border of West Walk (edge of
Rookesbury estate) and possibly along the banks of the stream flowing from Liberty Road past the
Upperford carparks, I hope these bulbs do not attract the attention of the deer.
MON 28 FEB
When I was in Havant Thicket recently and the sun was shining warmly in the shelter of the trees I did
go out of my way to check some dry brushwood on which I saw my first ADDER basking last year no luck there but yesterday the first Adder was seen at Keyhaven by Steve Keen. He says it was a
bit sluggish (not quite ready for the frantic frenzy of spring mating, something I have never seen)
Not quite so surprising was David Parker's sighting of a roadside BADGER (still alive despite the traffic)
as he drove through Stansted Forest last night.
BIRDS:

WEEK 08 FEB 21 - 27

SUN 27 FEB
Nick Hull, on HOSLIST, reports another WHEATEAR at Portland today and Woodlark singing near
Denny Wood (Beaulieu Road area). Also in the Forest the pagers tell of the Ocknell Shrike still about
1km south of the Ocknell carpark, and the Weston Shore Iceland gull present this morning - it seems
that most birders in Hampshire have seen it now but they cannot agree on its age (first winter or
second winter?). It's presence has drawn attention away from the other subject of discussion in
Southampton Water (the sex of the Velvet Scoter and how many of them are present) - the only
report of it this weekend is from Mark Litjens who saw it (sorry, her) fly north past Weston Shore on
Saturday (Feb 26) to regain her Hythe area base.
Russell Wynn has had two good days of birding starting at Milford on Friday (Feb 25) with an adult Med
Gull in full summer plumage (Ian Claderwood had one similarly attired at Stokes Bay on the same
day - see below). Two female Long Tailed Ducks (in addition to the Hurst spit resident) were seen at
both Milford and later at Pennington Marshes (may well have been the same birds recently reported
from the Dorset coast and now moving slowly east). 230 Pintail were still in the Pennington area but
only 30 Gadwall (Russell comments that the 'floods at Avon Water are now dried up' but I fail to see
the connection unless there is somewhere here called Avon Water - I assume this to be somewhere
in the lower Avon river valley around the village of Avon). If I have got my wires crossed here I am in
a better situation than is a first winter Herring Gull that Russell saw with crossed mandibles. One
Eider and four Slav Grebes were offshore and ten Buzzards overhead with the regular 2 Peregrines.
On Saturday there was a Common Sandpiper at the Lower Test and a worth while selection of birds
seen on a Beaulieu Road/Denny Wood/Bishops Dyke circuit - 1 male Hen Harrier, 1
female/immature Merlin, 9 Buzzard, 2+ Crossbill, 6 Hawfinch, 1 Brambling, 1 Redpoll and 3
Woodlark.
......Russell's news also includes the first confirmation that there are at least 2 pairs of RAVEN in west
Hampshire as he has heard on good authority that at the same time that the pair were seen at
Fordingbridge by his friend the Broomy Plain birds were seen by Geoff Rogers.
John Goodspeed tells me that a Tawny Owl has been very vocal during the past week along the north
side the the ridge of Portsdown Hill east from Christ Church on the old A3 to his house at Hilltop
Crescent - I suspect that many other people will have heard them at this time of year but the night air
around us here in Havant has been bereft of their voices for many years (I did hear two Robins
singing to each other at 2am on Thursday morning). Last week John visited Amberley Wild Brooks
on Feb 22 and found well over 100 Fieldfare and around 100 Redwing at Greatham but no Bewick's
in the area.
Yesterday Chris Fairhead visited Stansted and was lucky enough to see a pair of Treecreeper chasing
each other but did not hear their song - though he did hear a Great Tit imitating what I call the 'silly
laugh' song of Blue Tits though the Great Tit could not get its voice up high enough to deceive.
Nearby a Great Spotted Woodpecker was drumming ... I too walked round part of Stansted today in
much duller circumstances but nevertheless heard quite a lot of bird song for mid-afternoon,
including Marsh Tit near Aldsworth Pond on which a pair of GREYLAG GEESE have arrived. On

the pond the Gadwall numbered at least 12 with 21 Tufted Duck, a few Mallard and an odd pair of
Teal. The Swan pair are back on the water and one pair of Canada Geese were on the west side
meadow with the Greylags (another pair of Canadas were claiming possession of a raft on Brickkiln
pond but there was not sign of the usual crowd of non-breeding Canada Geese with which the
Emperor likes to associate (are they still on Thorney marshes?).
SAT 26 FEB
The first WHEATEAR of the year reached Portland Bill today and the FRANKLINS GULL was seen at
Weymouth
John Shillitoe today checked out a couple of Woodlark breeding areas where the birds have been
heard to sing regularly in recent years (Wickham Common and Lodge Hill within West Walk) but
failed to find any of the birds although the habitat still appears to be suitable. To make up for this he
had a good view from Lodge Hill of a RED KITE flying south along the eastern edge of the woods
about 500 metres away and there were of course lots of Buzzards in the air (John reckons up to 11
different birds)
The Evening Class group walked from Emsworth to the west end of Thorney Deeps this morning,
seeing 2 Greenshank and 44 Knot plus a pair of Stonechat and a Green Sandpiper. The Sandpiper,
in the 'canal' running parallel to the seawall, and a number of Meadow Pipits on the seawall and track
beside it, could have been birds already moving to spring quarters - the pipits are certainly beginning
to move north and while Birds of Hampshire says the Green Sandpiper do not move until mid-March
I have not heard of any in this part of Thorney over the winter (my only Thorney record for last year
was one seen by Brin Fellows at the other end of the deeps on passage in August). It is also
possible that the local Goosander has left as that was not seen this morning (but no exhaustive
search was made for it). A pair of STONECHAT were on the bushes north of the Little Deeps where
half a dozen Pochard remain on the water. No Bearded Tits and no Cetti's Warbler were heard but
both could be in the area (all reports welcome). To match the sunny day Kingfisher and Grey
Wagtail were both seen and Skylark were singing.
If the Emsworth Goosander has gone the Gosport one was seen yesterday by Ian Calderwood in
Haslar Lake at midday. At around the same time he saw an adult Med Gull in full summer plumage
at the Stokes Bay west carpark (nearest Browndown)
An afternoon circuit of Bedhampton, Broadmarsh and the South Moors with the tide high found plenty
of Wigeon on the water (more than 30 at Budds Farm outfall and over 70 at the mouth of the
Langbrook) but only one Brent to be seen in the whole stretch of shore – this one flew east along the
South Moors shore and settled on the water at the mouth of the Langbrook stream where the last few
can often be seen during April when the migrants have left. I imagine that today, with the tide high,
there will have been 3 or 4000 Brent all together on Farlington Marshes rather than scattered
around the harbour shores or on cereal fields as would have been the case in December and
January – maybe they feel the need to join up in one large flock as part of their mental preparation for
the long journey ahead. In Bedhampton a female Sparrowhawk flew high in the air south east over
Bidbury Mead and continued in a circle on the horizon of my vision, presumably ‘beating the bounds’
of her territory, and at Budds Farm the two pools seem to have had their water level restored now
that a concrete wall has been built across the north end of the ‘middle’ pool, leaving what used to be
the central island as part of the new north shore. The Swan pair were not on the pools and there
were few other birds (just a dozen each of Teal and Mallard with one Little Grebe, one Tufted Duck
and a few Coot and Moorhen).
FRI 25 FEB
Today's top story as far as I am concerned comes from Ken Hearne who saw the first MALLARD
DUCKLINGS outside the visitor centre at Titchfield Haven today but for birders who value rarity the
pagers still carry news of the Weston Shore ICELAND GULL (still there this morning) and I was
amused to see that it has become the focus of attention to such an extent that the pager entry as
reported on HOSLIST just says '2w.Gull still at Weston Shore' showing that the bird's age is still a
matter of opinion that needs stating but there is no need to name the species as it is the only gull in
Hampshire that people are interested in - down in Dorset it would be necessary to distinquish it from
a FRANKLIN'S GULL now on show in fields near Dorchester. New reports on the Iceland Gull come
from Andy Collins (who saw it at Weston Shore this morning from 7am to at least 9:45am) and Dave

Unsworth (who watched it last night at the end of a spit going out from the top carpark where it was
accompanied by two noisy adult Med Gulls plus a 2nd year Med Gull)
When I received Geoff Culbertson's news of the escaped EAGLE OWL in Hayling's West Town area see Feb 23 - I did not like to publish his phone number without permission but he tells me he is happy
for anyone to contact him at the Winchester Police Centre on 01962-871500 or on his mobile
number 07971-783660 if they can provide info on the owner of this bird in order to have it recaptured.
Geoff is the County Police Wildlife Officer and these numbers are worth remembering in order to
report any actual or suspected wildlife crime at any time.
Brian Fellows walked through Stansted Forest from Forestside to Rowlands Castle today, enjoying a
pair of Buzzard soaring overhead and getting interesting news from Michael Prior who was working
nearby in the Broad Avenue - this was a report of a BARN OWL seen recently in the area of Sindles
Farm (and also news of another pied Blackbird). On his way home Brian stopped off at Aldsworth
Pond and saw 9 GADWALL prompting him to ask if there are more than usual there this winter.
Without checking through old records that are not immediately searchable through my database I
think I am right in saying that we have had as many as two dozen on that pond at this time of year but
what I can be sure of is that last year the number of Gadwall there peaked in February (I had half a
dozen there on New Year's Day 1999 and there was still one pair present on March 31st but in
February I had 10 on the 11th, 14 on the 21st and 10 on the 26th).
Mike Cross made a quick lunch break dash to Mockbeggar Lake (north of Ringwood) today and found
three male and six female GOOSANDER on the water plus a single RUDDY DUCK with plenty of
other wildfowl. A quick stop off at Ibsley gave him a Stonechat but the Bewick's were 'elsewhere'.
Back on Feb 14 Russell Wynn reported seeing a colour-dyed Oystercatcher in the Milford area with
something attached to its back and today Dave Unsworth confirms that this bird is still in the Hurst
spit area and is one of Pete Potts' masterpieces - painted on its breast, colour ringed on its legs and
carrying a radio transmitter on its back. Dave asks everyone who sees it to report details to
PPotts@compuserve.com - the bird was ringed at Dibden Bay late last year and is now being
regularly seen on the east side of Hurst Spit in the area of Mount Lake. Adrian Martin was at Hurst
Spit yesterday and tells us that the female Long Tailed Duck is still there with Goldeneye and lots of
Ringed Plover and Turnstone. Russell Wynn himself is back at work at the Southampton
Oceanography Centre at Town Quay from which he saw the Velvet Scoter still present across the
water at Hythe this morning along with 7 Goldeneye, 15 Great Crested Grebe and 2 Merganser.
This morning I walked around the Warblington Farm fields where we will soon be starting this spring's
CBC visits and as I came over the A27 footbridge from Pook Lane I found a pair of ROOKS busily
building a nest in an Ash Tree at the southern end of the bridge. This tree has had up to four nests in
it in recent years (it is adjacent to some tall pines in which the majority of the birds once nested) and
one well built nest has survived the winter - the pair I watched were just starting their own nest. Later
I saw some 20 pairs of Rook on trees by the Brookfield Hotel above the main road into Emsworth
where the main rookery is now situated, so here at least the Rooks have decided to start their annual
domestic chores. There was plenty of song from common birds, 9 Egrets were keeping the cattle
company, 25 Brent were on the corner field of the farm near Conigar Point and one Yellowhammer
flew over - nothing here to get too excited about. Back at home I happened to walk out into the
garden just before lunch and as I stepped out a male Sparowhawk came low up the garden path
towards me, rising to veer over the garden wall and swerve round the house next door after passing
within feet of me.
THU 24 FEB
A brief chat with Barry Collins today gave me an idea of the EGRET ROOST numbers at the end of
January and middle of February when the figures were around 115 and 101 respectively. I may have
mis-remembered the exact figures but I do remember Barry saying that the numbers were dropping
much more rapidly than usual (possibly as more of the birds rush off to secure nesting plots at
English sites?). At any rate Barry's figures show that in the years from 1994 to 99, although the
actual number of birds increased from year to year whatever number were present in January
remained roughly constant through February and March (sometimes into April) whereas this year
they have dropped significantly from 143 in January to just 101 by mid-February.
Simon Woolley reports four singing CORN BUNTING at Longwood Warren (SU 5226, the southern
slope of Cheesfoot Head) today, rather later than those in Sussex reported by Mike Collins as

starting to sing on Feb 12. With the singing birds were at least six others and 2 Stonechat were in
the are with more than 8 Buzzard displaying overhead.
Brian Fellows enjoyed a walk down the east side of upper Fareham Creek this morning and found just
one of the three GREENSHANK which Trevor Carpenter saw there for the first time this winter last
Saturday (Feb 19). Two Egrets, a pair of Swans, 28 Wigeon and & Teal with Oystercatcher and
Redshank were along the creek and the trees bordering it had Green Woodpecker and most
common birds. This is always an interesting place to visit but it is unfortunately just outside the
harbour SSSI and was nearly spoilt recently by a proposal to build a restaurant on the east shore but
thankfully the Fareham planners prevented this. The Delme pool is a regular spot for Kingfisher and
almost all the harbour birds come here at one time or another, especially in hard weather when the
shelter of the trees and buildings, plus the moving fresh water of the River Wallington, keep the mud
and water ice free. If anyone wants to explore the Creek at greater length there is a good circular
walk along the east side starting from the Cams Bay Estate entrance near the Delme roundabout
and continuing all along the shore to the real Cams Bay, returning up Birdwood Grove and back
along the main road. Just before reaching Cams Bay you can get good views across to the wader
roost on the Fleetland shore, and the small strip of woodland north of Cams Bay is worth checking
for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Little Owl.
WED 23 FEB
St Catherine’s Road on Hayling is a quiet residential area opening onto Ferry Road close to the
entrance to Hayling Golf Club but today it’s peace was disturbed by scenes of threatening behaviour,
and order was not restored until the arrival of the police in the person of Geoff Culbertson, our
Hampshire County Wildlife Officer. The cause of the disturbance among the birds of the area was
the presence of a very large female EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL complete with jesses. This bird could
put up with the pestering of all the local Crows but showed that it was still on the run from human
ownership by flying off as soon as it saw people watching it – last seen heading for West Town
Station. Geoff has asked the Portsmouth NEWS to print a story which may bring the bird back under
the control of its lawful owner, but if you know who that might be do let them know. A bird of this size
is not a desireable resident in Hampshire and could be a threat to children or their pets – I seem to
remember another brave policeman cornering one of these birds in a building at Chichester
Cathedral a few years back and regretting the encounter (or maybe it was the bird that cornered the
policeman). If the bird is recaptured I’m sure the police would like to be informed – I will pass on any
news that comes to me back to Geoff Culbertson, and I’m sure a message would be forwarded to
him at Winchester from any police station.
The Weston shore ICELAND GULL (see yesterday’s news) was still present this morning but could not
be seen later in the day though 2 YELLOW LEGGED GULLS were seen on Weston shore.
I'm pretty sure that any birder who sees a pair of Ravens will want to tell someone about it but so far
none of the reports which have come to my notice have been good enough alibis to prove that one
pair could not have been at the scene of another sighting. So I am still sticking to the advice of the
philosopher Occam who told us never to 'multiply entities without necessity', and as the logic of all
the reports so far does not force on us the necessity of there being more than one pair of Ravens in
the county I will stick to the theory that we have just the one pair for ever roaming in search of those
mountainous crags which they feel must be somewhere in Hampshire if only they fly far enough.
The other fact which I feel supports me in this is that, although the birds have occasionally been seen
for a week or more in the same area the excited reports from e.g. the Needs Ore carpark, all seem to
peter out very quickly.
TUE 22 FEB
Andy Collins found an ICELAND GULL off the main carpark at Weston Shore (SU 443095) at 8am this
morning and watched it for 15 minutes before it flew off as the tide rose. At the time he thought it was
a third winter bird, but whoever put it on the pagers at midday thought it was second winter. At 1pm
Andy found it again on the nearby Grange Road tip site and queried the idea that it was second
winter - he could see a 'distinct greenish base to dark tipped bill & lots of clean grey on mantle'. The
gull flew back to the water at Weston Shore in the evening and was still there in the morning of Feb
23 when Andy watched it for nearly an hour from 7:15am before it once more flew to the Grange
Road tip. At a guess this is the bird that was in Pagham Harbour a few days earlier - though I have
no evidence for that guess.

At this time last year I remember being envious of Dave Mead when he (as far as I can remember) sat
in his car in the New Forest Denny Wood carpark, munching a sandwich with Brambling, Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker and Hawfinch around him. Simon Woolley today confirms that it is still a
reliable Lesser Spot site and also saw 2 Hawfinch but not the Brambling. Simon was there at 7:30am
and took the right hand track from the campsite towards the centre of the wood, finding 2 Lesser
Spots drumming and calling where the ground drops into an 'arena' of still standing dead trees. The
Hawfinch were nearby where the track rejoins the road to Denny Lodge.
As you drive south from Titchfield on the minor road west of Titchfield Haven you come to a right angle
bend with the entrance to the Strawberry Fields on your left and from this bend you can look north
west into a field that it is difficult to see into while driving down the road, and this field had some 70
FIELDFARE when Trevor Carpenter was there this afternoon. Nearer the canal he found a flock of
120 Fieldfare with another 20 of them in a different field. A total of 26 Redwing were in the same
area. Down at Brownwich Pond was a 'very confiding' Grey Wagtail but no other exciting birds (no
Golden Plover hereabouts this winter? This thought reminds me that Dave Pearson saw 40+ of
them up at Roman Way near Basingstoke again today - I think these birds are part of the flock that is
to be, or has been, the subject of an article in BB about their habit of roosting with gulls on the rooves
of buildings)
Brian Fellows found 84 Swans on the Southsea Canoe Lake today during his regular Tuesday round of
Portsmouth sites and wondered if this was an all time record - Keith Betton immediately reported that
he had counted 94 there in January this year and Ian Thirlwell thumbed through Birds of Hampshire
to find that there had been 100 there in Jan/Feb of 1958. Although the water is small and weedless
here the amount of bread put out by the local inhabitants probably makes up for cramped quarters,
and the variable numbers indicate that the birds do fly off to get a healthy meal of weed when
necessary (on Feb 8 Brian told us that three Swans had just died at this site - maybe as a result of
bad diet, which maybe contributed to the downfall of one which was taken by a fox).
......At Eastney today Brian also saw a RAZORBILL coming into Langstone Harbour on the rising tide
and later heard a Water Rail at the nearby Milton Lakes where there was no sound of Cetti’s
Warblers (but these birds are notoriously good at keeping quiet when you listen for them and I doubt
they have left either the Milton or the Great Salterns reeds). At Baffins Pond the missing (presumed
to be at Titchfield Haven) Snow Goose was back but the pond is still short of some of its Barnacle
Geese.
On Southampton Water, looking from Town Quay in Southampton, Russell Wynn saw the Hythe Velvet
Scoter was still present with 15 Great Crested Grebe, 7 Goldeneye and 2 Merganser.
Anyone from 'up country' who is not familiar with Litle Egrets and who is visiting the IBM HQ at North
Harbour in the immediate future should take a look out of the office windows. Kevin Stouse tells me
that one Egret is regularly to be seen on the grass between main reception and Building D (where a
pair of territorial Canada Geese also parade) and two more are around the islands outside Buildin C.
Yesterday Stephen Harwood enjoyed a visit to Pagham Harbour, seeing both the Whimbrel and
Spotshanks at Church Norton before lunching at the Crab & Lobster where something in the food
may have given them hallucinations (Stephen is uncertain about this sighting) of seeing some Twite
in the Halsey's Farm area but is more certain that there were Blackcap in some bushes.
Late news from Geoff Rogers which I have only just picked up is of 2 RAVEN seen over Broomy Plain
on Sunday (Feb 20) where the Shrike was still present and there were six Crossbill in the Spring
Bushes carpark trees plus 2 Woodlark on the ground.
Recently I have more than once jammed on the brakes of my bike when passing some thick cover from
which quiet Blackcap song seems to be coming but every time the bush falls silent as soon as I give
it my aural attention. Over in Sussex Tony WIlson is confident that he heard at least one Blackcap
singing today and I guess if Graham Roberts found time to give us a report on his famous Cosham
garden we would learn that Hampshire has not been beaten by Sussex to the first song (my
impression is that these wintering birds will sing quietly, sometimes for minutes on end, at almost
any time through the winter though their song becomes louder and more regular as the spring
advances). The Sussex website also carries news of an adult LITTLE GULL in Pagham Harbour last
Friday (Feb 18) and reports of CORN BUNTING song near East Lavant School (north of Chichester)
on both Feb 12 and 14 (On Feb 14 we reported Mike Collins as having heard one singing

thereabouts on Feb 12 so maybe this news story is going round in a circle).
Many weekly round of Hayling in search of feeding Brent produced the ususal long lsit of nil returns, the
only geese seen being some 200 on Verner Common but there were a few observations of interest
starting with ten or more YELLOWHAMMER in a flock at Northwood Farm where some grain had
been spilt in the yard outside the cattle byre, and a flock of at least 16 FIELDFARE with just one
Redwing in a field at the junction of Woodgason Lane and Copse Lane. In between these two
points, as I was on the field path from Northwood Farm, I noticed wood chippings scattered on the
ground and looked up to see a fresh woodpecker hole only a few feet above my head – it looked like
the work of Great Spotted which I have in the past heard nearby. Maintaining its status as a now
regular songster one GOLDCREST was singing from a conifer in Northwood Farmhouse garden,
and also keeping to schedule two or three Blackbirds burst into song at 5:05pm.
MON 21 FEB
I have often wondered how useful it is to record the 'earliest and latest' dates for migrants and what they
really tell us about the migratory habits (and changes in habits) of the species concerned. I am as
excited as anyone in seeing the first bird, but the dates involved are often separated from the mass
arrival of the species by many days (sometimes weeks) and it is the mass movement which, to my
mind, is more significant and worthy of recording and analysis than the behaviour of an individual
bird. The same holds true of the onset of bird song and the spur to making this comment is the
arrival of messages from three people all announcing that they have just heard their first
GOLDCREST SONG this weekend. Back on Feb 4th, when I heard the first Goldcrest song in
Havant, I commented that I believe these birds will sing intermittently through the winter and hearing
the song did not necessarily mean that all the others would shortly follow suit. In fact I heard just one
more, on Feb 13th, before hearing one yesterday and another today, these co-inciding with the
reports reaching me from others. Hopefully, with increasing use of the internet, it will become a great
deal easier to spot the difference between the oddity of a single observation and the general onset of
song (or migrant arrival dates, flowering of plants and emergence of butterflies, etc) and to inform
people of the 'real event'
Compared to the counts of up to 260 Pintail at Pennington the sighting of 3 in Emsworth Harbour and
23 on Thorney Great Deeps seems trivial but it is good to know there are still some in our area.
These birds were seen today by Brian Fellows when making his round of Emsworth and extending it
to the west end of the Thorney Great Deeps. On the Town Millpond the Black Swan had 56 Mutes for
company and a pair of LITTLE GREBE were still on the Slipper Mill Pond where Brian hopes they will
nest (in my experience these birds are late nesters, not starting until May and often producing no
offspring until the end of July, so they have time to change their minds). The Peter Pond Swan pair
were still on territory and they should start to nest much earlier. At the Great Deeps Brian found
Barry Collins counting the roost and Barry commented that the best time to see waders here is just
before high spring tides - the preceding extra low tide empties the water in the deeps more than
usual and the slow re-filling as the rising tide has to force its way in through the pipes means that
waders that have been driven from the harbour by deep water can still find shallow water here to
continue feeding (plus the fact that many of the roosts out in the harbour which might remain useable
during neap tides are covered at springs). Today there were 52 Black Tailed Godwit, 6 Greenshank
and 3 Spotshank here along with other species (and 300 Lapwing on plough south of the Deeps)
John Bennett visited Pennington Marshes yesterday (Feb 20) and was pleased to get the chance to
compare Slav Grebe (2 or more present) with one Black Necked Grebe and 2 Great Crested for size
comparison. Not seen by John or others this weekend was the reported FLAMINGO which Kevin
Stouse tells me formed the subject of an ITV News item confirming that it was an escape from a New
Forest collection, and an attempt ot re-capture it at Pennington was the cause of its flying off into the
sunset (no news of where it has gone).
Phil Budd saw a RED KITE (plus two Buzzards) between West Meon and Old Winchester Hill
yesterday (Feb 20) between 11am and 2pm, and Peter Morrison found at least four LESSER
SPOTTED WOODPECKERS in the Denny Wood/Shatterford area (near Beaulieu Rd Station) at
around the same time. Up on Fleet Pond there was at least one Bittern and 5 Mandarin today and on
Saturday (Feb 19) two BITTERN were seen with a GOOSANDER present. Nearer us in Havant
Alistair Martin was in Stansted yesterday (Feb 20) and saw 5 Buzzard together in the Lumley Seat
area (I think near one of the game rearing pens but don't tell anyone)

One or two people, including Christoph Harwood and myself, have recently heard Great Spotted
Woodpeckers starting to drum, but Christoph confirms my observation that the Rooks are putting off
the start of re-building their nests later than usual this year. In his weekend walk around East Meon
he did however see a pair of LINNET sitting together as if paired and back on territory and if they
were then they have broken up their winter flocks earlier than usual, as would also be the case with
a pair of Yellowhammer he saw nearby (but he heard no song from the male)
A walk around Havant Thicket and part of Leigh Park gardens today revealed the presence of quite a
few scattered SISKIN in the Thicket and of one REDPOLL which called as it flew over. In the long
avenue from the Thicket to the lake I hoped for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker or Tree Creeper song
but only heard Goldcrest - however I did meet someone who had seen a KINGFISHER on the lake
for the first time yesterday morning. Coming back through Hammonds Land Coppice I heard a noise
as if I had put up a Woodcock just ahead of me but saw nothing. Out on the Gipsies Plain the
Stonechat pair which had seen on my last visit were still present and while watching them I had the
pleasant surprise of hearing a Mistle Thrush sing in flight as it passed over me.
PLANTS:

SUN 27 FEB
In the Stansted Groves this afternoon I came on one patch of BARREN STRAWBERRY plants in flower
and alongside Park Lane (between the Groves and Pits Copse) at least two flowers were out on the
ground cover of Lesser Periwinkle (though what looks like exactly the same uncultivated plant has
been flowering sporadically in a Havant Grove Road garden for some time). Also in the Groves I
found well developed leaves on two Early Purple Orchid plants (one even had an erect flower spike
sheath) and in the 'Triangle Wood' (alongside Emsworth Common Road and between the two roads
which meet by Brickkiln Pond) I noticed a patch of Polypody Fern on the ground. Chris Fairhead
took a walk in Stansted yesterday and says he could not find any wild Primroses yet in flower but I
found two clumps flowering in the Groves today. Brian Fellows was in Stansted on Friday and noted
the pollen coming in thick clouds from the male Yew trees.
John Goodspeed was told of a Cowslip in flower on Portsdown in January and this week he has seen it
himself - its first flower had withered but a second single flower was open. I suspect this to be a
garden variety rather than a native of the hill, and remember seeing a cluster of Cowslips flowering
from mid-January beside the Lymbourne stream in Havant where the stream emerges from its pipe
under the A27 Havant by-pass but in recent years the site has become over-grown and shaded and
I have not seen any very early plants there - last year the first flowering there was on April 3 (with
some on Portsdown by steps to the Candy Pits open on April 5).
SAT 26 FEB
The nearest to a new flowering plant seen today was WHITE COMFREY with buds about to open, but
everywhere I went I noticed that the leaves are now almost fully out on ost Hawthorns while the
Cherry Plum blossom is reaching its peak with many trees now covered with the snowy blossom
which I used to think was Blackthorn (none of that out yet to my knowledge). By the Brockhampton
stream one Goat Willow was covered with pussy paws just opening (with a lone Bumble Bee working
the blossom) and at Broad Marsh another Grey Poplar had opened its catkins, while the big Wych
Elm above what used to be the Bidbuy Mead pedestrian railway crossing had its flowers fully open
(no need to search for single blossoms showing their anthers now).
FRI 25 FEB
Geum urbanum is one of the few plants whose English name can cause confusion - the majority of
people and books call it WOOD AVENS but there is a minority who call it Herb Bennet and this can
lead to violent arguments. I think, however, that both schools of thought would unite in pleasure at
finding this plant with its neat yellow flower peeping out at me from a sheltered wayside in today's
sunshine. Obviously an oddity a couple of months before its time I found the plant close to where the
single plant of Garlic Mustard was flowering on Feb 5 (that plant was still there, now covered with
flowers and going over). More seasonable was the first fresh plant of HOGWEED with an umbel fully
open and my first plant of WAVY BITTERCRESS among the myriad plants of Hairy Bittercress now
flowering. Also on today's walk I passed under the tall GREY POPLAR beside Wade Court Road
which is now a mass of catkins with many of them on the ground beneath the tree.

THU 24 FEB
A morning walk around Lowton's Copse this morning gave me my first sight of the leaves of Pignut,
Sanicle and Ramsons but no sign of Toothwort around the Hazel roots. My best find was on the
banks of Little Hyden Lane leading up to the wood from Clanfield where a search of Barren
Strawberry leaves (flowers should be out soon) revealed one flower bud, though still closed. If
anyone is in the Catherington area and wants to see Toothwort another good place to look (I did not
go there today) is Ham Lane, 200 to 300 metres south of its junction with Roads Hill just south of
Catherington Down.
TUE 22 FEB
Today FIELD WOUNDWORT was once again in flower beside Castleman’s Lane on Hayling Island
where I found it last autumn and two large clumps of IVY LEAVED SPEEDWELL in the same area
were for the first time covered in their tiny mauve flowers. The pure white flowered Red Deadnettle
was flourishing in its usual place and Butcher’s Broom plants now require less searching to find
open flowers but Winter Heliotrope flowers are becoming difficult to find. On Verner Common shore
there were four Coltsfoot flowers where I saw two last week.
MON 21 FEB
Today in Havant Thicket I found the branches of many Japanese Larch trees (identifiable by cones with
strongly folded back 'lips') covered with tiny, circular pale green discs and was left wondering if these
were leaf buds about to open or if they were male flowers about to shed pollen as the Yew trees are
already doing. I will probably be able to answer the question by regular watching of their progress,
but if anyone can tell me I would be grateful.
INSECTS:

SAT 26 FEB
Mark Litjens saw single Brimstones at Whiteley Pastures (southern edge of Botley Woods) on both
Friday and Saturday (Feb 25,26) bringing the score of sightings that have come to my attention to six
so far this year. Less surprising are the more numerous Red Admirals that have been out - today's
messages report one seen in Stansted Forest by Chris Fairhead and another in the New Forest seen
by Russell Wynn in the Beaulieu Road area - both in Saturday's sunlight (Feb 26).
FRI 25 FEB
Today a couple more DRONE FLIES were nectaring on Dandelion flowers in the warm sunshine
THU 24 FEB
Today I was privileged to have a superb OAK BEAUTY moth brought to my front door so that I could
see it in full daylight - it had in fact come to Barry Collins' moth light last night and he had kept it to
release this evening. Looking in my moth books I see that this is described as a species which flies
in March and April (and that a specimen found at a Hampshire light on 15 Jan 1989 was noted as
being 'exceptionally early') so I guess this is another example of the early emergence of insects this
year.
WED 23 FEB
Ken Hearne was delighted to see a RED ADMIRAL arrive in his Worthing garden and start nectaring on
a Viburnum bodnantense today. I suppose this coastal sighting is just possibly of a migrant but we
really need those fishermen to get out in their boats and report on the butterflies which fly past as
Andrew Brookes was able to do last summer.
MON 21 FEB
Kevin Stouse tells me that, in addition to big Bumblebees, he saw on both Saturday and Sunday what
he describes as a much smaller bee looking very like a honey bee and wonders what it was. I am no
expert on bees but I have learnt that among the earliest of such insects to emerge each year is the
very common hoverfly Eristalis tenax which bears such a close resemblance to a bee that it is
commonly known as a DRONE FLY. These have been out for some time now (Chris Palmer at
Havant museum tells me that some of them hibernate and can emergence on warm days in the
winter - he saw one this year on New Year's Day) and although the true Honey Bees do emerge fairly
early in the year I would not expect to see them until the end of March or the beginning of April
(proper info from a bee keeper on this subject would be much appreciated).
Trevor Carpenter has been thinking of making a moth trap and would appreciate contact with someone
who knows the best way of doing so. He has found plans on the internet for one based on a mains

powered flourescent tube but seems to favour a battery powered set up - if anyone is willing to offer
advice or provide a detailed spec Trevor would much appreciate a message from them addressed to
trevorc@kiln28.freeserve.co.uk
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 26 FEB
Dave Pearson has installed a Hedgehog hibernation box in his Winchester area garden which may well
have been used over the winter but the smell of fresh peanuts which Dave had scattered over his
lawn proved too strong an attraction for the sleeping Hedgehog and twice during the past week it has
been seen in the garden apparently in good health. Dave has not checked the box in case there is
a sleeping Hedgehog still in it, and he does not know that the animal he has seen was ever in it. I
would be interested to know more about Hedgehog hibernation - do they wake up and feed from time
to time during the winter like Bats? are Hedgehogs waking up properly earlier in recent years (the
books suggest they do not do so until towards the end of March)? My only comment is that if the
Brimstone butterflies feel it is already time to be up and about then why not the Hedgehogs.
MON 21 FEB
A message from Alistair Martin telling of a Fallow Buck with the largest set of antlers he has ever seen,
accompanied by ten other deer reminds me of my ignorance of the habits of these creatures. I know
they rut in the late autumn and that the bucks retain ther antlers until May or June when they cast
them and start re-growing a new set, and that in the summer (while growing their new antlers and up
to the time of rut) the sexes keep in separate bunches. What I do not know is how long the bucks
retain power over their harem of does - presumably the group which Alistair saw were the does
owned by this magnificent buck, and at a guess he will hang onto them until the ignominous loss of
his antlers (this co-incides with the time when the females are about to give birth in June when they
will want him out of the way). Is this what happens? And do all the young remain with their mothers
through their first year? One thing that I did read today is that there is no way of telling the age of a
Fallow Buck from the size of his antlers or the number of points.
BIRDS:

WEEK 07 FEB 14 - 20

SUN 20 FEB
Trevor Carpenter enjoyed a walk in today's sunshine along the coastal strip southeast of Warsash,
getting off to a good start with a pair of LITTLE OWLS both perched in open view by the field
between the Hook reserve and the Solent Breezes caravan park to the east of it. Below them, in the
same field, were ten FIELDFARE with over 30 Pied Wagtail (do they have a roost somewhere
here?). A pair of Mistle Thrush were trying to keep order but a small flock of Meadow Pipit carried on
regardless (is this the start of the spring Pipit movement northwards?) To the west of this field, at the
end of Cowes Lane, were a few Redwing. I don't recall a golf course in this area but Trevor says that
today there were birds everywhere on 'the links' (which I assume to be a golf course) - for those more
familiar with the area there were 140 Wigeon, 24 Dunlin and 4 Snipe there driven from the shore by
fishermen on the spit at high tide and by two young boys climbing on the roof of the new hide.
A tree by the Itchen at Bishopstoke gave Colin Bates another good view of a LITTLE OWL this morning
and among the 50 bird species he saw there were 6+ Siskin, 3+ Redpoll, 3 Stonechat, a Buzzard, an
Egret, Snipe and Teal
Brian Fellows took a walk around the Snow Hill reserve and East Head at West Wittering this afternoon
but the only significant bird interest there (possibly parly as a result of the restoration work on East
Head?) was a huge flock of some 2,500 Brent in fields behind the huge shore carpark. Despite
scanning through them Brian could not see the Brant.
Yesterday Brian was on Hayling for the WeBS Count, but the high tide had completely covered the
shingle 'Seagull Island' west of Black Point so he only found a few Grey Plover and other waders on
the Black Point shore, Out on the water to the north were 82 Shelduck and 50 Wigeon but only 540
Brent could be found and just 8 Teal. Over on the Tournerbury shore 64 Redshank were roosting
and Tournerbury Pond (which the birds had deserted for last month's count due to shooting in
Tournerbury Wood) was back in business and had a male Gadwall among the usual residents.
Driving down the main road on Hayling Brian noticed 7 Egrets together in fields opposite the entrance

to the Stoke Fruit Farm shop (north of the carpark at the junction of the main road and Copse Lane)
and should you be visiting the Farm Shop it could be worth a look across the road to these fields they are part of my Brent Goose feeding survey round and I have had 12 Egret together there and
once 103 Curlew while my one sighting of Corn Bunting this winter was at the north end of that field.
Back at home in Emsworth Brian later saw one Greenshank in the harbour channel near the Marina
entrance.
Simon Woolley found WOODLARK 'singing everywhere' when walking in the north west corner of th
New Forest (around Hampton Ridge) this morning and at Eyeworth Pond came on at least one
WILLOW TIT (maybe a pair).
Russell Wynn watched a pair of PEREGRINE over Southampton Water 'showing signs of brief display'
this morning and adds LONG TAILED TIT to the Pied and Grey Wagtails which have been seen to
drive themselves into a frenzy attacking the image of themselves in a car wing mirror
While the tide was still high I cycled from Havant down past the Hayling Oysterbeds to the Kench and
Gunner Point seeing the usual whirling cloud of 3,000 or so Dunlin and Knot over the Oysterbed
bunds and finding perhaps another 1.000 Dunlin at the Kench with more Knot and 50+ Redshank.
Ringed Plover were present at both the Oysterbeds and the Kench (50 or 60 in each place seen by
my casual glance) and there were around 20 Merganser off the Oysterbeds with one Little Grebe in
the main pool and the pair of Stonechat in the rough meadow where 20 Meadow Pipit dropped in as
I watched the Stonechat (are the Pipits on the move yet?). The great mass of Oystercatcher that
feed on the Hayling shore were presumably roosting on the islands and I could see a dozen
Cormorant on Round Nap with a few of them. One Skylark sang over the West Lane fields and one
Goldcrest sang where the Billy Trail passes Saltmarsh Lane. Back at home at dusk the Blackbirds
had begun their evening chorus.
SAT 19 FEB
Russell Wynn was in the Keyhaven area today and his news starts with corpses of BARN OWL and
Moorhen at the roadside in the Hordle Cliff/Milford area and goes on to say that last week's
FLAMINGO made only a brief stay and was seen in flooded fields north of the sewage outfall at
Pennington - this is where the PINTAIL can be seen and today there were 260 of them with 130
GADWALL (a record number) and 70 Shoveler. Over Pennington Marsh a second winter male
MARSH HARRIER was seen (is this the bird that was resident nearby earlier in the winter - that was
I think described as a first winter male). Other sightings in the area were of adult Kittiwake, Gannet
and Med Gull, seven each of Eider and Slav Grebe, 2 Spotshank, 3 or 4 Buzzard, a Peregrine and a
Dartford Warbler.
Also on Saturday morning the evening class walk was in Stansted Forest east of the road, seeing two
Buzzard and a mixed flock of Siskin, Redpoll and Goldfinch but the most interesting find was of a
dead sheep (probably the work of a dog but it raises the interesting prospect of bringing in the Red
Kites if left there).
Three Greenshank have turned up in the top of Fareham Creek this week where there were none to be
seen earlier in the winter accoridng to Trevor Carpenter and the only other bird of interest along the
shore here is a resident Rock Pipit at the north east corner of Cams Bay Obviously he has not come
across the three Med Gulls that were seen in the creek on Feb 8 by Peter Raby and I have heard no
more of them from anyone else.
That New Forest Great Grey Shrike was seen in the Broomy Plain area again this morning just before
noon and at dusk Fleet Pond could only produce 1+ Bittern to compete with the 6 that were seen at
Rye Harbour last Thursday (Feb 17). Yesterday at Fleet Pond they managed 2 Bittern and had 50
Redpoll and 5 Brambling.
On the IBM Lake when I was making the WeBS count this morning I was pleased to find the pair of
Swans back on the lake and to hear that they have alreadybeen trampling in the reeds at the east
end of the lake where they had last year’s nest. The lone Egret which Kevin Stouse tells me has
been seen around the main reception area (see Wed Feb 16) was there to greet me and last seen
standing in the canal under the wooden bridge which takes people from main receeption tot eh
nearest carpark. Six Snipe were still present with some 20 Teal, 14 Tufted Duck and 4 Pochard but
not a single Heron was seen (are they busy back at their nests now? Some usually nest as early as
February though others do not lay their eggs until May, staggering the time at which the young are
making demands on the local fish supply). The Canada Geese were reduced to a couple of

obviously territorial pairs plus a group of four on the lake, and on the water with them were just one
Great Crested Grebe and a very smart British race Lesser Blackback in breeding plumage among
the hundreds of Black Headed and Herring Gulls (very few Great Blackback or Common – both
these species have probably started to return to nesting areas). Over the land I saw just the male
Kestrel which puzzled me by the way it was flying fast and purposefully over the site until I decided it
was seraching for a thermal in which to soar – I saw it spread its wings and tail and start to circle a
couple of times, then move on when it found there was not sufficient lift. Back at home a male
Sparrowhawk went high over the house, probably keeping a similar eye on its territory.
Up on Portsdown Hill religion is in the air and the birds have their very own minister – after all the fuss
about admitting women priests to the Church of England it seems that a BLACKBIRD has won the
right to wear a DOG COLLAR without a struggle. This news comes from John Goodspeed who
comments on my news yesterday that a pied blackbird had been seen by the Hermitage Stream
(John thinks it has been seen there for some time) and adds this news from Portsdown of a very
neatly plumaged bird.
FRI 18 FEB
The Sussex website today reports only 4 BITTERN at Rye Harbour where 6 were seen yesterday
morning - can Fleet Pond beat this? Today's news also tells of three Great Northern Diver off Church
Norton plus a fourth off Selsey and on Wednesday (Feb 16) a third winter ICELAND GULL was seen
for half an hour at Pagham where there was also a GLAUCOUS x HERRING GULL hybrid
(presumably different from the long staying Glaucous Gull there) with only 4 Avocet and 2
Spotshanks seen.
Today's good news from Brian Fellows is that the pair of Swans which nest on Peter Pond close to the
main road running through Emsworth were to be seen together by the nest. Over recent years the
pair which nest here have changed partners several times as individual Swans are killed by vehicles
on the road as the Swans make their low take off flight across the road, and recently it was feared
that the current pair had suffered another disaster as only one was to be seen on Peter Pond - we
will see what happens this year. Yesterday Brian walked through the Hollybank Woods (the
southern part of Southleigh Forest) in glorious sunshine and heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker
drum briefly and a Green Woodpecker yaffle (can anyone tell me how to distinguish this bird's
'territorial' laughter from that heard all round the year? I know they very occasionally drum, but do
they have calls which are only heard for the purposes of attracting a mate and defending a
territory?). Brian also passes on news from John Gowen of a Pied Blackbird seen near the
Hermitage Stream in Bedhampton.
Andy Collins saw the Hythe Velvet Scoter from Town Quay in Southampton today, and from the
Weston Shore watched 5 Egrets flying along the opposite side of Southampton Water, but none of
the HOSLIST contributors have said anything about a FLAMINGO at Keyhaven that was reported on
Radio Solent yesterday - when I heard it I assumed it was genuine as I remember one being a
regular feature of Pagham Harbour during several consecutive winters in the past, there are plenty
of them around in places like Bird World, and a pink Flamingo is not easily mistaken for something
else - unless Pete Potts has been too liberal with the pink paint on a deformed Great White Egret?).
I suspect we will hear more of it unless it is already airborne for Africa or South America.
A walk to Budds Farm this afternoon had nothing special to show in the way of birds but I found the
landward of the two pools which have retained water has been reduced in size by about one third,
and the tiny central island is now part of the north shore as a result of a large digger having lifted the
mud from the north end and deposited it further south. There is now a moderate sized pit at the north
end which has been dug down below the bottom of the mud, then a high and broad mudbank which
partially engulfs the island, before you come to the remaining water. At a guess the site engineers
are having great difficulty finding somewhere to put the huge earth mound which has covered the
third pool all winter, and I suspect some of it will go in the new hole but I doubt that will hold enough
to enable the third pool to re-appear. While on the subject of changes some people, including
myself, will be pleased to find that they no longer have to climb a very tall stile to get from Langstone
Mill Lane onto the South Moors – it has been replaced with a kissing gate.
THU 17 FEB
John Goodspeed and the Friends of Portsdown Hill deserted it last Tuesday (Feb 16) to walk in the

woods of the Southwick estate in the valley north of the hill, and John reports three Red Legged
Partridge seen at SU 627077 by the Crooked Lane Walk road leading down to Southwick village and
a Buzzard over the main road to the north west of the Partridges. Another Buzzard sighting comes
from Moira Doherty who saw one just south of the A31 Alton bypass today, and another HOSLIST
message tells us that the Little Egret by the River Whitewater at Lodge Farm near Odiham was still
there today.
I did not get out until dusk today , when I cycled to the Langstone shore and came back up Pook Lane
(looking in every suitable tree for a Little Owl, but not seeing one though there were a couple of
Redwing around). What I did see, in the grass shore meadow immediately east of Pook Lane, was a
company of Brent taking theie supper from the grass when they thought all we humans had gone
home and would leave them in peace. I had to climb a bank to be able to count them, and when they
came into sight I found around 700 of them within fifty yards of me and packed together as tight as if
they were for sale in a ‘Goose Fair’ but these were neither penned nor pinioned as as soon as one of
them spotted me it caused the whole assemblage to fly up with an impressive roar of wings and
cackling of voices – my count remains an estimate. At least I need have no fear that they have left us
or abandoned their pillaging of fields as I thought when I could find none in the Hayling fields on
Tuesday.
Late pager news yesterday reported the elusive Ocknell/Broomy Plain GREAT GREY SHRIKE had
been seen in the early afternoon on Broomy Plain more than 2 km from its previous location east of
Slufters. At dusk yesterday 3 BITTERN showed at Fleet Pond where more than 50 Redpoll had
been seen.
WED 16 FEB
Since the FERRUGINOUS DUCK turned up at Farlington Marshes Deeps on Nov 23 last year it has
been regularly reported as a first winter drake, based on the judgement at that time of Jason Crook
who discovered it. He expected to see changes in its plumage during the winter which have not
occurred - it seems it has in fact become less like an adult over the winter, and I gather that Jason
now believes it to be a hybrid. This news comes from Arizona where Jason's brother Nigel lives and
Nigel, who saw the duck on Feb 5th when over here, is pretty certain that the features which he then
saw 'point to hybridity' (there's a good american english word for you). If you want to know the full
argument you should be on HOSLIST and read the text for yourself, and Nigel also says that anyone
who wants to enter into this argument should first read the January issue of British Birds in which
there is an article on Ferruginous Duck by Keith Vinnicombe.
Brian Fellows walked north from Chichester marina to Dell Quay across the fields and back along the
shore this morning. He saw Long Tailed Tits and a Treecreeper in Salterns Copse, then found
around 150 Chaffinch around New Barn, and from Dell Quay he could see some 170 Rooks and
Jackdaws on fields to the north - another lot not yet back at their rookery. Coming south along the
shore he found plenty of Brent, Wigeon and waders with 6 Goldeneye out in the channel but no sign
of 70 Pintail that had been seen here on Sunday (Feb 13) (are the Pintail already on the move? there
were 226 at Lymington on Sunday but no mention of them there on Monday, and on Tuesday I found
two newcomer pairs at Broadmarsh)
At the Portsmouth IBM HQ a LITTLE EGRET is now bold enough to parade close to the main reception
as well as being seen on the islands in the lake - this from Kevin Stouse. This is the first time to my
knowledge that one has been in this area close to the buildings but they have fished the canals at
various points on the periphery of the site for short periods during the previous two winters (and one
or two are I think regulars in Tipner Lake just over the motorway)
The Sussex website reports the very first YELLOWHAMMER song of the year heard by Colin Law at
Newmarket Hill (between Brighton and Lewes) on Sunday Feb 13 and on the same day at Heyshott
Common both Woodlark and DARTFORD WARBLER were singing - the latter making its
Whitethroat like song flight. The website also reports a GOOSANDER on one of the Chichester
Lakes north of the A27 (North Whyke lake, just south of Quarry Road) and says the Long Tailed
Duck is still on Ivy Lake and that there is a SMEW on Vinnetrow Lake (immediately north of Runcton
Lake where the two redheads have been seen previously).
Sunshine and excellent visibility today made for good views and pleasant walking but made
birdwatching difficult as I made a first exploratory visit to the farm in the Chalton area for which I have
been asked to check out the bird population. I got off to a good start with a fresh Barn Owl pellet

under the nest box in which the bird may have been sleeping, and found Marsh Tit in the main wood
and a singing Skylark over each of four fields, but the only real surprise was a flock of 20
Yellowhammer. At the end of my visit as I returned to the farm the sky above it was filled with a
dramatic display of around 200 Rooks whirling in the wind as if they were in a hug thermal rotating at
high speed. I guess these birds came from the large rookery at Littlegreen near Compton, and their
presence here confirmed that they have not yet felt the need to stay around the rookery to rebuild
and defend their nests.
TUE 15 FEB
A HOSLIST message from Nick Hull asks for observations of REDPOLL at garden feeders with details
of what they were feeding on and whether they were at a bird table or hanging feeder. Nick had both
SISKIN and REDPOLL in his garden (location unstated) on Sunday Feb 13 and saw the Redpoll
taking granulated peanuts and mixed seed (I guess from a bird table though he does not say)
When Brian Fellows was at Baffins Pond today he found just one of the missing Barnacle Geese had
returned, significantly with the unusual hybrid which Steve Copsey thought was part Bar-Headed
when he saw it at Titchfield. News of the departure of this small flock of feral geese from Titchfield
would be appreciated by Brian, especially if it co-incides with a full return of them to Baffins. Other
sightings in Southsea by Brian on his Tuesday round included 4 PURPLE SANDPIPER at the Castle
(6 were seen there on Feb 13 by Fay Durant) and a record total of 80 Mute Swan on the Canoe Lake
(one of them ringed). Near the lake several GREENFINCH were singing their hearts out and I agree
with Brian that they are in full song earlier than usual this year,
......Yesterday Brian made his round of the Emsworth ponds but could not see the Goosander. The
Black Swan was still on the Town Mill pond with 68 Mutes and 2 Canada Geese and there was a pair
on the Slipper Pond (where they do not usually nest) but on Peter Pond, where there is an
established nest, only one bird (seemingly the male who has once again lost his mate?). Good news
was of a pair of Dabchick on the Slipper Pond and a Greenshank on the shore near the Sailing Club
(and the 'garden Egret' is still a regular in the area near Brian's garden, but not in it this time)
John Collman and John Eyre worked the fringes of north west Hampshire today (Faccombe to
Whitchurch) and saw a total of 25 BUZZARD (though not necessarily all in sight at the same time),
two Hen Harrier (male and female) north of Whitchurch, and a Merlin at Linkenholt. Grey Partridge
and Willow Tit were seen near Ashley Warren and there was a flock of 150 Linnet near Faccombe.
Down in the south of Hampshire pager news from the Lower Test is of another Hen Harrier, 5 Water
Pipit and 4 Green Sandpiper.
With the tide still high as I went to Hayling early in the morning I was quite surprised to find no Brent in
any of the fields that I passed and even more so when I reached Verner Common (where there are
usually at least 300 present whatever the state of the tide) and found less than 30 of them with 5
(possibly 10) Canada Geese. I was so intrigued by this low number that I later went to Broadmarsh
where I found them linging the tideline as usual. Back at Verner the grass was covered with more
than 300 Lapwing and there were still a few Golden Plover among them, and the absence of geese
enabled me to see more Black Tailed Godwits (about 35 of them). While on Hayling I noticed one
Stock Dove in display flight and was reminded of something I had been told but no learnt from books,
namely that Feral Pigeons raise their wings in a V when displaying, while Stock Dove never raise
their wings above the horizontal. While on Hayling I also heard my first faint and brief woodpecker
drumming - almost certainly Great Spotted. At Broadmarsh in the afternoon two pairs of PINTAIL
made a pleasant sight among the Wigeon and Shelduck - these are the first Pintail I have seen here
since New Year's Day.
MON 14 FEB
Last Saturday (Feb 12) Mike Collins heard the first CORN BUNTING song from a lone bird beside the
West Stoke/Mid Lavant minor road (around SU 838084) just north of Chichester. A Corn Bunting
held territory here last summer and presumably has just returned from a winter flock, though in the
Brighton area, on Sunday, Colin Law found a flock of 50 Corn Bunting (with at least 50 Yellow
Hammer and 30 Goldfinch) still on the downs where they will probably remain until mid-March
News from the pagers today tells of 2 Bittern at Fleet Pond this evening (and the Ferruginous Duck still
at Farlington Deeps yesterday)
The Sussex website has little local news for the Hampshire border but does tell us that the GLAUCOUS
GULL was still in Pagham Harbour today, but only ten Avocet were seen.

Mark Wilson went on one of the bird-watching boat trips from Itchenor on Sunday morning and
comments on a sighting of 15 EIDER off Pilsey, just one of them a male in his smart white plumage.
Presumably juvenile males from last year would be showing a fair amount of white by now so I guess
this was one male with 14 females as his Valentine's Day treat. Up channel towards Fishbourne a
flock of up to 200 Lapwing were also looking very smart in the sunshine.
Russell Wynn spent last Saturday (Feb 12) in the Lymington area where a FULMAR was new on the
scene at Milford and an Oystercatcher attracted his attention by being both colour-dyed yellow and
by having what looked like a radio tag attached. An oiled Guillemot, one Razorbill, 2 Common
Scoter, a diver flying west and 4 Kittiwakes were also seen there. Among other good birds in the
Keyhaven/Pennington area were 110 Gadwall, but Russell does not comment on the Pintail
(hopefully they are still around for others to enjoy). On Sunday (Feb 13) Russell went to Marwell Zoo
and heard a LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER calling from behind the Snow Leopards. A couple
of Little Owls were seen/heard and one Buzzard - Russell says he too has seen them performing the
talon-locking display which Brian Fellows saw at Old Winchester Hill.
John Shillitoe keeps a regular watch on the market garden fields at Hundred Acres near Wickham and
on Dec 11 he found 18 WOODLARK present (as they have been in previous winters with some
staying to breed in the area). Since then they seem to have been avoiding him - in the past month he
has seen none though other birders are reported to have seen up to 19 - so he was very pleased to
find 8 of them present last Saturday (Feb 12) and to hear two singing. If anyone has better
knowledge than John of where they can be seen he would like to hear from them - I will pass on any
messages sent to myself or which I see on HOSLIST. I suspect the problem is that the Woodlark
keep a very low profile when they want to, and so when John went back on Sunday morning and
could only locate one singing bird in the area the others may well have been watching him but not
showing themselves. On Saturday afternoon John had more luck with locating CORN BUNTING,
finding 7 at a spot just north of Hambledon where he has often seen them before. He describes this
as the junction of Green Lane (heading for Chidden) with the main Hambledon/Droxford road and I
guess this is the mutliple junction at SU 638164 - I may be wrong as according to my map the main
road itself is called Green Lane from Hambledon to this junction where the Green Lane bears right to
go past Big West End Farm.
Christoph Harwood was out walking around East Meon last Friday and among the birds he
encountered were one Jay and many Rooks, reminding me that Jays were to be one of the target
species for Saturday's nationwide shoot of Woodpigeons and other 'vermin'. I have not noticed any
diminution of the 'hoover squad' of Woodpigeons which descend on my lawn as soon as I put out
bird seed in the mornings and I wonder if anyone else has detected a drop in pigeon numbers (or a
dispersal of flocks to new areas)? And what of the Jays? The Rooks reminded me of the old saying
that all the Rooks get married on Valentine's Day which I take to mean that that is when the return to
their nests and take up domestic duties. In recent years I have found most rookeries already well
populated in January, but this year the rookeries in this part of Hampshire are still uninhabited. We
have had some very strong winds that might deter them from nest building but do the Rook know
more than us? are there worse gales to come?
PLANTS:

SUN 20 FEB
Today on Hayling’s Sinah Common I had to restrain myself from leaping in the air shouting “Erophila
verna” as I spotted a swathe of the tiny white flowers of COMMON WHITLOWGRASS close to Sinah
Lake. They were growing on some very thin soil which has overlays concrete and I would not have
seen them had my eye not been caught by the deep blue flower of Green Field Speedwell, and on
bending down to look at that plant I realised that the ground all round it seemed covered with what
looked like flakes of grey lichen, but on poking one of these tiny flakes it turned into the Erophila
flowerhead hidden in the very short grass on what must have been a minute flower stem. In this
same area I checked the Tartarian Honeysuckle – last year I found the first flowers on it on Mar 28
and then found fresh flowers on Nov 30 (which I took to be the start of this year’s flowering) but today
I found the bush completely bereft of the leaves and flowers I saw in November – it was covered in
small fresh green leaves with no a sign of a flower..
SAT 19 FEB

At the North Harbour IBM site this morning almost the first flower I saw was the tiny mauve star of
FIELD MADDER which I had also seen in flower near Idsworth last Wednesday – the single flower I
saw then seemed just an oddity but today’s find probably indicates that this species is starting to
flower again. Much more expected and more dramatic was the first thick yellow cloud of pollen
which enveloped the branch of a male YEW when I gave it a shake today, and the third ‘new flower
for the year’ found today was the ‘bulbifer’ subspecies of Lesser Celandine which flowers each year
on the canal banks at IBM. Kingcups were still flowering by the same canal and Coltsfoot was out in
three places. I also found just one Poplar tree covered wth Catkins and assume this was GREY
POPLAR like the one found yesterday – in the past I have clearly been confusing Grey and White
Poplar and must look at them more carefully this year, but I think these very early flowering trees are
probably all Grey – the many White Poplar trees on the IBM site were showing no sign of flowering
yet
FRI 18 FEB
At dusk yesterday I noted catkins opening on a very tall Poplar growing beside Wade Court Road in
Havant (opposite North Close) which had puzzled me by its very early flowering last year (when I
assumed it was a hybrid Black Poplar on account of its great height – well over 100 feet). Today I
had a closer look at it and saw the catkins where more greyish than red and that the upper trunk had
the characteristic diamond shapes of a GREY POPLAR although the lower trunk was deeply
fissured with vertical grooves like an Italian Balck Poplar, and I am now convinced that it is a Grey
Poplar, albeit the tallest and most mature one that I have come across. Incidentally it is not
surrounded by suckers.
One of my pleasures in early spring is to be at the Chichester lakes and to see the first Martins in air
which is laden with the rich blackcurrant smell of flowers on the Ribes hedge near the Trout lake
buildings. It's a bit early to expect Martins yet but one bush of FLOWERING CURRANT was out by
the Langbrook stream today - it was no doubt a garden variety and it had pale flowers with little scent
but it marks another tiny step towards summer.
TUE 15 FEB
An unmade roadway with a compacted surface of grit and poor soil was the location of my first two
COLTSFOOT flowers of the year - probably the bare ground warms up more there than among
grass and other vegetation, but whatever the reason the sight made my day. In the afternoon
flowers were out on a Wych Elm tree at Bedhampton to confirm those I saw at Budds Farm recently,
and near the Mill Lane railbridge a few Primroses had forced their way through a ground cover of ivy
that increases each year - I can remember a great swathe of Primroses flowering here in the past.
Pete Potts had a Wych Elm in full flower at his home in Chilling near Warsash as early as Feb 10, three
days before my first seen at Budds Farm.
MON 14 FEB
Christoph Harwood got very wet last Friday during a circular walk from East Meon north over the steep
Park Hill, then east towards Langrish but turning south through Rookham Copse to cross the road
and return to East Meon via Greenway Copse, but despite the fierce wind and penetrating rain a
single Primrose in flower was sufficient reward for his pains. Not strictly true as he also found
Snowdrops flowering under a hedge on the barren hilltop near Park Farm (how did they get there? a
very few plants are possibly native but almost all have come from human planting by e.g. being
chucked out with garden refuse or 'dropped off the back of a lorry') together with bright yellow gorse
flowers and inconspicuous flowers on Dogs Mercury. Along the edge of Greenway Copse (SU
692220) were Daffodil leaves posing the same question as the Snowdrops - were they wild? Many
species of Daffodil will live and multiply happily in places far from any garden, but if you want to try to
pick out the species known to be native you must be sure that the flower stems are not more than a
foot high, the flower has a golden yellow trumpet not more than 3 cm long, and has pale yellow outer
petals framing a flower not more than 6 cm across. In a month or so these should be in flower.
INSECTS:

SUN 20 FEB
In Rowlands Castle Jim Berry saw a RED ADMIRAL today and yesterday Russell Wynn saw one at
Keyhaven. I naturally assume that these are insects which have attempted to hibernate in this
country but have no reason for this assumption, and yesterday Barry Collins reminded me that it is

not unknown to get early migrants in March if not earlier. I wonder if there is any evidence for these
being migrants? Not having a moth trap I do not expect to see any moths at this time of year but last
night I noticed a prettily patterned, medium sized moth on the outside of the glass panel in our back
door and while I did not have a very good view of it I think it possible that it was a PALE BRINDLED
BEAUTY which would be out at this time of year.
WED 16 FEB
The Sussex bird news website reports a Brimstone seen at Storrington on Sunday Feb 13 and recalls
that there were 2 Red Admirals seen at Burton Mill Pond on Jan 1
MON 14 FEB
Kevin Stouse has just sent me a footnote to his news of the walk he lead in the Amberley/Parham area
of Sussex yesterday, adding news of yet another fresh BRIMSTONE butterfly (that's four out so far).
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SAT 19 FEB
The ‘children’s pond’ on the IBM North Harbour site was created by digging into an area where water
has always seeped out along a spring line and letting the water accumulate – more recently
someone decided to enhance it by putting in a pond liner and by planting a sort of water garden
nearby, and these well intentioned actions have resulted in the pond having very little vegetation
growing in it and an interesting ‘bottom’ where the liner has billowed up under pressure from the
water seepage below it, while the flowers in the water garden have yet to create any show (and their
planting destroyed a couple of Southern Marsh Orchids which I had previously imported from the
area on the Havant IBM site that was overlain by the Autoliv factory). To add to the interest I found
today that this pond jas quite a lot of FROGSPAWN in it, leaving me wondering whether it has
arrived there naturally or been dumped by people with too much in their own ponds.
THU 17 FEB
John Goodspeed today saw a bunch of 5 FALLOW DEER in fields at the foot of Portsdown's northern
slopes just south of Potwell House (they were at SU 651073 between Pigeon House Lane and Mill
Lane) and another two north of the main road. Hopefully they were not all heading for the nearby
Hookheath nature reserve. John also comments on Jews Ear fungus seen on his Tuesday outing
with the Friends of Portsdown Hill. This elegant fungus usually grows on dead elder and can be
seen at most times of year but, like Velvet Shank which seems to appear only after frost, it is not
deterred by cold weather.
WED 16 FEB
The farm near Chalton which I was exploring this morning with a view to conducting a regular bird
survey gave me sight of a single Hare running from me across one of the big cereal fields - I hope to
see more than one if I make regular visits here.
MON 14 FEB
I gather there has been some media publicity for reports that FEMALE FROGS are in short supply this
year, leaving the males clinging to anything they can find in ponds from garden gnomes to fish
(drowning some of them by clamping their gills shut). Mike Collins believes this is the case in his
Leigh Park garden where there have been frogs for several days, but no spawn has appeared. Over
in Sussex Tony Wilson notes that the frogs are back in his Sussex garden but does not comment on
their sex.
BIRDS:

WEEK 06 FEB 7 - 13

SUN 13 FEB
With the air already warmed by the pleasant sunshine at 11 am this morning Brian Fellows watched a
spectacular aerial display over Old Winchester Hill by a troop (or should that be a troupe?) of 9
BUZZARD. In Brian's words .. ' The birds were in the sky for about 30 minutes with numbers building
up from 1 to 4, to 6 and finally to 9, with birds progressively appearing in the air above me as if by
magic. Their plumage varied from dark to very light, sometimes almost translucent in the bright
sunlight. The birds mostly soared, tumbled, chased and gambolled, as if in play. I watched one bird
dive from a height in a Peregrine-like stoop On another occasion two birds appeared to lock talons
and and fall out of the sky twisting and turning as they went. BWP provides an extensive description

of the aerial activity of the Buzzard, referring to all the activities I observed, but there was no
reference to the talon-locking display. Is this unusual in Buzzards?'.
Seeing this message on HOSLIST Simon Woolley, who had been in the north west of the New Forest
on the Bramshaw Telegraph to Downton Road, added .. 'It must've been a day for it! We had 10
together in the air just north of the New Forest boundary at Rushy Flat/Golden Cross (SU2117). Plus
a Merlin there too....'. I remember a warm Saturday last spring (March 13) when Buzzards were
seen over almost every bit of woodland in southern Hampshire and Sussex but the biggest group
then was of 8 over West Dean Woods in Sussex - this year we have already heard from Russell
Wynn of a bunch of 15 of them over the Test valley below Romsey on Jan 16 so I guess we will have
to get used to the excitement of seeing these communal gatherings.
......Also in Brian's news today he reports 72 Swans on the Emsworth Mill Pond with two Canada Geese
but no Goosander - that was at 5pm when I guess the Goosander would have moved off to wherever
it spends the night. Earlier, while still at Old Winchester Hill, he had seen one Stonechat with a
couple of Kestrel, 2 Yellowhammer, 4 Goldfinch and 4 singing Skylark.
Those driven to despair trying to get a glimpse of the Ocknell Plain GREAT GREY SHRIKE will no
doubt enjoy the torture of knowing that it is still there but has moved down the east side of Slufters
almost to the A31 and was reported on the pagers today as being at around SU 235 105 (with
Crossbill present in Slufters)
Kevin Stouse had a marvellous day for the walk he leads each year in the Amberley Wild
Brooks/Parham House area and top of the bill for those who went with him was a male LESSER
SPOTTED WOODPECKER which gave close views for 15 minutes in a roadside tree at Clay Lane
which runs north towards Parham airfield on the east side of the big house (TQ 073145 or
thereabouts). A Little Owl called loudly nearby but could not be spotted. The party's daylist totalled
49 species but Amberley Wild Brooks was disappointing - neither Bewicks nor Whooper Swans and
not a single Redwing or Fieldfare. Just one male Stonechat, a soaring Sparrowhawk, and a lot of
noisy Nuthatch prevented this section from becoming boring. Up on the downs above Amberley a
Kestrel and more than 6 Buzzards (6 seen together in a group) gave flying lessons to a couple of
glider pilots who had seemingly collided (two gliders seen in a field, one missing a wing, the other a
tail - no sign of any injured people but a Hare was conducting its own inquiry into the accident). Kevin
also remarks that they saw a lot of Long Tailed Tits and all were in pairs, no flocks - this morning a
pair went through my garden and I'm certainly keeping my eye open for their nest already.
Steve Keen spent the morning on the Lymington shore but despite being there for five hours the Twite
at Normandy slipped away just ten minuts before he got to where they had last been seen.
Nevetheless 226 Pintail, 125 Gadwall, 3 Kingfishers, a couple of Peregrine and numerous others (9
Barnacles, 5 Eider, 4 Slave Grebe, 1 Spotshank and 11 Egrets among them) made a good morning's
list.
John Eyre is pleased that he decided to take on the BTO winter farmland bird survey in a 1km square in
the Fleet area (SU 7653 near Winchfield) despite forebodings of this turning out to be a hard slog
round muddy fields with few birds to be seen. He says that most of the fields were planted with
autumn cereals and barren of birds as expected but one large field was left as stubble and has
attacted Skylark, Linnet, Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting in fair numbers - today, on his last visit,
the presence of these small birds brought a male MERLIN to join them and John watched it make
sorties into the feeding passerines from a tree on the edge of the field. To cap that a Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker could be heard drumming nearby. Hopefully we will all be seeing more of this sort of
thing in the future as farming practices change again (though I hear that the encouraging words we
hear from the government have been supported by cuts rather than increases in the grants for many
wildlife friendly farm activities).
A morning tour of the Bedhampton/Broadmarsh/Budds Farm area this morning gave me 14 different
bird species in song including a single Blackbird, five Song Thrush, two Goldcrest and one Skylark.
At Broadmarsh slipway one male Swan was using a lot of his energy to drive off two of last year’s
cygnets while his mate looked on approvingly – I think this pair are probably the ones that nested on
Long Island last year as the Budds Farm Pools pair and the pair on Bedhampton Mill Pool are
already on their territories, ready to repel any invaders, and there are no swans on the islands yet
(though the owner of the territory could keep an eye on it from Broadmarsh). Up the Hermitage
Stream one Kingfisher was watching the water just south of the A27 bridge, and I was told another

had been seen by the Brockhempton stream. There weere still 30 Teal on the Budds Farm pools
and perhaps 40 Wigeon at the mouth of the Langbrook streeam but numbes of both these species
are diminishing on the coast (only 2 Wigeon on the Budds Farm shore where there have been 60).
With the tide low I could see what seemed to be eight or ten Black Necked Grebe in the Broad Lake
channel off Long Island. If you are wondering about the Woodpigeon trying to mate in our apple tree
this morning (as in the headline) I watched the two birds side by side for several minutes, both
making regular and rapid bowing movements with a certain amout of wing flicking but such is the
lack of pruning to the tree that wherever the male bird moved he could not find room between the
branches to mount the female …
SAT 12 FEB
Today's pager news includes an unconfirmed report of SPOTTED CRAKE 'reported in marsh south
west of bridge over Brookly Stream' and as I think of this species as being autumn passage birds I
checked in Birds of Hampshire to discover that they are not unkown in the winter but when the book
was published in 1993 the latest record for a wintering bird was on 2 Feb 1972 (and that was at Fleet
Pond). So I guess I will not be the only one waiting for confirmation of this bird's identity and
continuing presence. Also at Fleet Pond one Bittern was showing well, 2 Whitefronts flew North
East (going back already?), and 8 Mandarin were seen with a glimpse of a Jack Snipe. On
Southampton Water the Velvet Scoter was still present at Dibden Bay, a Hen Harrier was seen at
Lower Test, and at Titchfield Haven there were 450 Black Tailed Godwit, a Merlin, 2 Pintail
(compared to 226 at Pennington), and a Red Throated Diver
Just as exciting in my estimation as the Spotted Crake is the first report of TREECREEPER SONG,
heard at Bishops Waltham Moors by Pete Potts last Thursday (Feb 10). I have no difficulty in
hearing Goldcrest song, nor the soft, high pitched squeaky call note of a Treecreeper which usually
precedes seeing one of these birds, but I very rarely hear the song (about once every other year) so
I will now be keeping my ears tuned to pick up this delicate song - I think of it as a mixture of faint
Willow Warbler (the descending scale) and Goldcrest (the little flourish with which the song normally
ends). My comments on diminishing numbers of Redwing in the Havant area recently draws the
comment from Pete that there are still plenty of winter thrushes on the Swanmore area.
FRI 11 FEB
The Sussex website today tells me that on Wednesday Feb 9 some 170 GANNET were seen from
Selsey Bill while 45 RED THROATED and one GREAT NORTHERN DIVER flew past. A few more
divers were seen from the Church Norton shore where 43 SLAV GREBE were counted along with 7
Eider. Two WATER PIPIT may have been newcomers to Pagham North Walls, and the two SMEW
were still at Runcton Lake, Chichester.
Also on Feb 9 Geoff Rogers reported 3 more inland Little Egrets and a CETTI'S WARBLER at
Stockbridge Common (I see that Cetti's were found all the way up the Test in the survey for the Birds
of Hampshire so I presume they are not special news here)
Simon Woolley and Nick Mills both failed to see the Ocknell/Broomy Bottom Shrike on Feb 10 and 11
respectively, so I wonder if it has already felt the call to move north again. A couple of birds that will
probably be staying with us are two RAVENS seen by Simon at Broomy Bottom on Feb 10 - if ever
there was a need for flourescent paint on birds these Hampshire Ravens are certainly prime
candidates to prove if it is just two birds roaming the whole of southern Hampshire or several
different pairs. When Nick was in this area today he had good compensation for the absence of the
Shrike by way of WOODLARK song heard in two places, and yesterday Simon was told of a Merlin
that had been seen that day at Broomy Bottom.
Another Merlin sighting was at Fleet Pond yesterday - today 10 Crossbill were seen there and a single
Bittern showed.
Brian Fellows found a pair of Mute Swan back on the Budds Farm pools today, presumably to guard
their nest site in this rather inauspicious nesting place (little weed to feed the young and no easy way
of getting them out of the fenced area to escape foxes until the young can fly). Also on the pools
were 51 Teal, contradicting my remarks on their reduced numbers at Langstone. The best birds in
this area were at Broadmarsh, where 2 SKYLARK were singing against each other over the playing
fields, and the Hermitage Stream alongside the playing fields where a PAIR OF KINGFISHER sat
side by side on the concrete wall of the stream just below the A27 bridge - hopefully they will
succeed in still finding a nest site just upstream from here despite earth slides on the banks where

they used to nest and the disturbance of dog walkers and children playing in the stream.
After hearing from Brian Fellows of the return of the Swan pair to Budds Farm pools I received a note
from Tony Gutteridge describing a running battle between two pairs at Langstone today. When I
went past the Mill Pond today I thought I heard a Kingfisher and I saw the Mute Swan pair peacefully
minding their own business - when Tony was there he not only saw the Kingfisher but watched the
resident Cob see off two separate intruder pairs, in the second case pursuing the intruders for about
500 metres until battle was engaged off the end of Pook Lane. Needless to say all invaders were
repelled. Can anyone tell me if they have seen behaviour which I read about the other day - I read
that two Swans will, if all else fails, interlock their necks and perform the equivalent of arm-wrestling,
each trying to force the other's head under water and drown it.
Today I walked through Langstone to north Hayling and the Oysterbeds where I watched two male
Merganser displaying sporadically to two females, and on the way home watched my first
Greenfinch in full butterfly like song flight. Mistle and Song Thrushes were also singing, as was one
Goldfinch, in addition to the regulars, and it looks as if I can add to these signs of spring two negative
ones - first the paucity of Teal and secondly the total absence of Golden Plover. (However there is a
report of 320 Golden Plover still at Southampton Airport on HOSLIST tonight)
THU 10 FEB
Tony Hale visited Farlington Marshes today and saw both the Ferruginous Duck and Brant. More
interestingly he also saw a GOOSANDER in the harbour, presumably from the Marshes, making me
wonder if the Hermitage/Langbrook Streams bird (which is often not to be seen at either stream) has
taken to roaming the harbour or if we have a second redhead (John Goodspeed is pretty sure he
saw a second one off Budds Mound not long ago). Another HOSLIST message today is from Ron
King who saw 6 KITTIWAKE in the Milford/Hurst area today (two of them in over Sturt Pond). He
only saw one Med Gull but both Long Tailed Ducks were still present (one inside Hurst Spit, the other
at Normandy)
Brian Fellows made his circuit of the lower Ems valley today, hearing Mistle Thrush and Chaffinch song
and seeing Grey Wagtail and Green Woodpecker.
Tony Gutteridge has permission to roam the fields of Warblington Farm for purposes of his
long-running CBC there and was taking a preliminary look round yesterday when he found a GREEN
SANDPIPER on the watercress beds just east of the Castle - I assume it is too early for birds on
passage and so conclude this is probably one of the two birds regularly seen at Wade Court, the
South Moors, Budds Farm and the Hermitage Stream near Bedhampton Station which must roam a
winter 'territory' about 3 km across. No wonder sightings of them at any one of their haunts are
unpredictable. Earlier in the day I had been discussing the possibility of starting a new 'informal'
CBC type study of birds on a farm in the Chalton area during which the farmer showed me very fresh
droppings and one big round pellet under an owl box in one of his barns showing that he has at least
one BARN OWL there at the moment. I hope I will be able to see a pair of them in the future and also
look foward to the possiblity of recording CORN BUNTING still breeding on this farm as they have
done for as long as I can remember up to last year.
WED 9 FEB
Tonight's top story comes from Steve Copsey and is a memory of his brought to the surface by recent
comments on Wagtails attacking cars. Back in 1990 he was stationed at a Naval wireless station in
Lancashire (at Inskip near Preston) and recalls one Pied Wagtail which, in Steve's words, .. 'in the
breeding season would relentlessly attack its own image in car wing mirrors literally spending days
on end in the car park to the consternation of the owners. I'm not sure if it was the same birds which
actually built their nest in the engine of the station Landrover. Someone said it was on top of the
gearbox but I'm no expert in that field. We only noticed because whenever we approached the
vehicle the birds would fly out from underneath and perch nearby, after a while someone looked
under the vehicle and found the nest with eggs. The Landrover itself still got used twice daily to patrol
the base perimeter ( 600 acres) by myself and others. As we drove the parents would fly just behind
and whenever we got out to check padlocks/gates they would get back on the nest and this routine
was repeated constantly. Although we took extra care we expected the nest to fail, anyway the eggs
survived and low and behold the chicks all survived to adulthood and flew. We thought that would be
the end of it but incredibly they laid a second clutch in the nest and they too all fledged. At the time I
was interested in birds but not to any great degree, but this incident along with finding Oystercatcher,

Curlew and Little Owl nests among many others got me hooked.'
Steve Copsey was at Anglesea Lake, Alverstoke (the extreme west end of the Haslar/Stoke Lake
complex at Gosport) today and found the redhead Goosander fishing very actively with 12
Goldeneye also in the lake together with 6 Little Grebe and one Egret. I'm not sure if the tides are
currently high enough (about 4.5 metres) to overtop the dam at the east end of this lake but when
they do any fish that are swept in with the tide have little chance of escaping on the ebb so I guess
this makes a good 'fish shop' for the birds. Years ago the lake was drained and there were rumours
of giant conger eels being found on the dry bottom but so far as I know no birds have been eaten by
the fish, only vice versa.
Recent gales do not seem to have brought us many seabirds but this morning Mike Rafter watched a
LEACH'S PETREL moving east, then west, past Needs Ore Point. Also there he saw a Barn Owl
and five Spotshank plus an immature female MARSH HARRIER (the bird which has disappeared (?)
from Keyhaven being an immature male). Out on Broomy Plain the Great Grey Shrike which is said
to have killed two Stonechat was nowhere to be seen but two RAVENS flew ominously over (were
they the Stonechats revenge? I very much doubt it)
John Bennett tells me of yet another inland Egret which he saw at Horsebridge (on the Test near Kings
Somborne) in late January. I wonder if birds as far inland as this (or the ones near Alresford and
Odiham) fly back to coastal roosts each night? Is there any evidence that some birds will spend their
nights alone?
Following my comment that mist and rain in early spring seems to encourage Skylark song I see today
that in the far north east of Hampshire (Hazeley Heath north of Hook) a Woodlark was singing its
heart out on the ground in a strong wind and scudding rain.
Christoph Harwood has also sent me a very interesting description of spring getting its foot in the door
at East Meon. It makes good reading and I must comment on two of his observations - firstly the
wonderful picture of idyllic village life conjured up in his last sentence which reads -- 'Finally as I walk
back through the village I saw pair of grey wagtails in their summer habitat under the bridge in front
of the Isaac Walton.'. Secondly he backs my own first sight of Red Legged Partridge back on its
assumed territory at Stansted East Park today when he says -- 'As I walked along the top of the Park
Hill, I saw my first pair of red-legged partridges as opposed to finding them in coveys. Supposedly
they don't breed in England but I do wonder whether this is true.' I think I can assure Chrisoph that
they do breed in the wild - Bird of Hampshire records confirmed breeding in 252 of the 1025 Tetrads
which make up the land of Hampshire - taking possible breeding into account they may well have
been nesting in 64% of the tetrads. Here in the Havant area I still have a vivid image of cycling along
Harts Farm Way one summer evening, when Broadmarsh was still an active rubbish tip, and seeding
a hen Red Leg cross the road in front of me leading what seemed like twenty tiny chicks in line
astern.
Back on Monday (Feb 7) John Goodspeed was watching the goats which have recently arrived on
Portsdown as conservation volunteers to carry on the good work of scrub bashing when a
PEREGRINE flew in and perched on a fence post close to them but before it could make up its mind
what to do with those strange new animals it spotted John and flew off. The goats are in a
compartment below the old ARE buildings to the west of the hilltop roundabout and the falcon
perched on one of the fence posts at the top of the Paulsgrove chalk pit. Another bird which got
away from the same area could have been a Black Redstart from its size, shape, fine beak and very
dark plumage but the light was poor and John had no bins with him. John mentions that the bird was
perched high in a tree before it flew away north over the hill, and I wonder if the tree perch diminishes
the likelihhood of it being a Black Redstart? I associate them with perching on buildings or walls but
I'm sure they sometimes perch in trees.
One of my emails tonight asks me where all the RUDDY DUCK have gone to from Mockbeggar Lake at
Ringwood and I can't answer that question, but I would be interested to know if the government's
'White Headed Duck Task Force' has been at work. What I do know is that on 2 Nov 99 John Clark
was asking the same question as he could not find any of them in the Blashforn Lakes complex, but
on Dec 20 had found 7 there so my guess would be that they are still around but have been
practising some good disguises to fool the men from the ministry. More seriously I will advise the
person asking this question to put it out on HOSLIST so that it gets to as many Hampshire birders as
possible.

Today Brian Fellows went to Farlington Marshes and saw the Ferruginous Duck at the Deeps where a
Little Stint was among the waders. Returning to Emsworth Brian noticed the Little Egret that
frequents the Westbrook Stream flowing near his house was back in the area and after 20 minutes
watching it move from garden to garden he gave up hope that it would touch down in his garden and
decided to replenish the seed in his garden feeders - coming out of the shed where he keeps the
seed he saw the Egret perched on the tree from which the feeders hang so he now has that coveted
tick on his garden list but the ungrateful Egret did not wait for its share of the seed. The Egret is a
good bird for his garden list but Brian has a long way to go to catch up with Lyndon Hatfield whose
house on the northern heights of Fareham looks across to the Isle of Wight and enables Lyndon to
scan bird filled skies. Over 20 years his list of garden raptors reads .. Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Hobby,
Osprey, Peregrine, Red Kite, Buzzard, Tawny Owl,- his only complaint is that he has not yet got the
garden Merlin which Colin Law says is becoming a common garden bird in his part of Sussex on the
Diwns near Brighton.
As usual most of the Sussex news comes from the east of the county but among it, from the Hastings
area, is an account of a CROSSBILL PAIR seen moving from a Scots Pine to an Ash tree where the
female was seen to have a beakful of the fine stems that had once held Ash key seed pods - I knew
Ash wood had many uses but this is a fascinating new reason for planting ash trees. (In West
Sussex there were still 6 Crossbill at Coates Common on Feb 5). Another observation from the
Hastings area is of 100 STOCK DOVE feeding on linseed from an abandoned Flax crop - even this
new crop can be useful to wildlife if some is left as winter seed (would smaller birds know how to deal
with the seed capsules?) News of birds that we in Hampshire might get to see is of a LITTLE GULL
at Swanbourne Lake, Arundel (doesn't sound the sort of place it will stay when the winds die down)
and of the GLAUCOUS GULL remaining in Pagham Harbour, also the two SMEW at Chichester (the
report says they are 'still on Ivy Lake' though I have not heard of them anywhere but on Runcton
Lake - the last two entries in the Sussex website confirm this though the lake appears under the alias
of 'the scrapyard pit' - maybe the news is from someone who thinks of the whole Chichester complex
as being called Ivy Lake? It certainly seems that there are many birders who do not share my view
that it is more important to carry a large scale map with you than to have a field guide in your pocket)
I'm sorry to say that none of Pete Potts coloured ringed waders and wildfowl have hit the national TV
headlines, and the publicity about them which reached me this morning was in fact the second issue
of the SOLENT SHOREBIRD STUDY GROUP NEWSLETTER, but it does remind me of the large
number of colour-ringed and colour-dyded birds out there waiting for you to spot them and email the
details to Ppotts@compuserve.com. If you want a full account it is probably worth contacting Pete to
see if he can supply it - I haven't the time this evening to copy out all the details for this website but I
can give you the total number of birds that have been ringed or dyed for each species - Brent 113,
Wigeon 70, Oystercatcher 27, Grey Plover 44, Dunlin 188, Black Tailed Godwit 150, Curlew 1,
Greenshank 150, Turnstone 3. When you see any of these birds please check for rings both above
and below the 'knee' and note their colours and their sequence from the top down (and don't forget
that if a bird is facing you its RIGHT LEG is on the left - i.e. report from the bird's own viewpoint, not
yours). Also check for any patches of colour dye (birds can have both rings and colour dye). Don’t
forget that these birds could turn up anywhere – one of the ‘YELLOW BREASTED WIGEON’ has
already been reported from Slimbridge
A phone call this evening from Tony Gutteridge reported a prolonged sighting of RED KITE circling over
Appledown (SU794151) to the north of Up Marden this morning, the only thing detracting from the
sighting was a Crow strongly objecting to the presence of the Kite. That was about midday, and a
little later I watched four BUZZARDS circling over the east of Stansted Forest - my impression was
that a pair of wandering Buzzards had strayed into the territory of the local pair which were making a
lot of noise as they circled fairly low over the trees while the other two birds, high above them, soared
higher and drifted west. I chose to walk around the Stansted East Park and Forest in view of the
unexpected Great Grey Shrike that was in the East Park at this time last year (staying for over a
month) but the best I could do in the way of interesting birds in that area was to put up my first Red
Legged Partridge of the year.
John Gowen saw 16 REDWING in the pony fields north of Wade Court at Langstone this morning and
I found a dozen FIELDFARE still along the eastern edge of Stansted Forest. Yesterday there were
still two or three Redwing in fields by Woodgason Lane on Hayling andit won't be long before the

Redwing start their subsong - I hope a few stay around to give us that pleasure on a sunny morning
soon. On my way home from Stansted I stopped at Aldsworth Pond and saw 10 GADWALL on the
water with 15 Tufted Duck and a few Coot, Moorhen and Mallard - I did not walk around to try to
check out what might be hiding behind the islands or in nearby fields but I could not see any Swans,
Canada Geese nor the Emperor.
A chance encounter with Tim Lawman yesterday brought out two interesting facts - one was that the
Buzzard which he saw eating a rabbit in fields by West Lane on Jan 13 flew off carrying the rabbit so
Tim could clearly see the dangling legs had no jesses and this makes it unlikely that the group of four
sightings between Jan 13 and 16 were of an escaped bird. The other fact is that during last
December up to 900 PIED WAGTAIL had roosted in the shelter of the Havant Council Offices (they
came of their own volition - none of the ratepayers money went on their support) and there are still a
lot in the area each night but they distribute themselves between the Police Station, Leisure Centre
and the Council offices.
TUE 8 FEB
Ian Thirlwell found 2 PURPLE SANDPIPER at Southsea Castle at 11:40 this morning when the tide
was nearly up, bringing the birds to within a few feet of the railings of the promenade. 15 minutes
later they had gone
Fareham Creek used to have an absolutely reliable MED GULL near the Salterns each winter in the
past so I am pleased to hear that Peter Raby saw three of them somewhere in Fareham Creek this
morning. One was an adult with its summer plumage nearly complete, one was a second winter bird
and the other was, well, '1 other'. The birds were seen mid-morning when the tide would be well up
and rising.
Brian Fellows was at Southsea Castle at 9:30 but could see no Sandpipers. At the Canoe Lake he
found 77 Swans and heard that three more had been found dead there on the previous day (one
killed by a Fox, probably one already weakened by whatever unknown ailment the other two died of).
He could not see a Med Gull, and has since heard that Peter Strangeman is the last known person to
see the bird - Peter found it without its ring (having slipped off over the broken foot) but no date was
given for this sighting. At Baffins Pond there are still 42 Shoveler and 57 Tufted Duck with 110
Mallard but the missing feral geese have not returned.
MON 7 FEB
February usually brings the first SISKIN in gardens as the Alder seeds run out and Nick Mills tells me
the first two females arrived yesterday (Feb 6) on his garden nutfeeder in the Warsash area.
John Shillitoe still has some hope of having WOODLARK nesting on the fields east of his home at
Hundred Acres near Wickham. He bases this on a glimpse of two of the birds there on Saturday (Feb
5) and what may have been a snatch of song but I think it likely that the birds which pass the winter
in these market garden fields will have returned to their preferred nest sites on sandy heathland
close to woodland edges. Prior to seeing the birds on Saturday he had not seen any here since Jan
8th, but there is a chance that the wintering birds have departed to be replaced by incoming nesters
(I have heard vague reports in the past of Woodlark nesting in the Wickham Common area just south
of the Hundred Acres fields). John also visited Farlington Marshes on Saturday and was lucky
enough to get all three races of Brent in his bins together (Dark Bellied, Pale Bellied and Brant)
Despite today's weather Brian Fellows was able to make a round of the Emsworth ponds when the rain
eased after lunch. Good news from the Slipper Pond was that all four rafts are back in business for
roosting and nesting birds, and two of the new Interpretation Boards have been put up, but
something (I doubt it was the look of the boards and what they say about the birds) had caused many
of the regular birds to be absent, including one of the Mute Swan pair (are we in for another traumatic
spring in their soap opera lives?). Nevertheless both the redhead GOOSANDER and the BLACK
SWAN were still there.
The Sussex website has lots of news for Saturday (Feb 5) but most of it concerns birds at the east end
of the county. One local item is the arrival of a SCAUP (sex not given) on the Chichester Trout Lakes
where it was seen with the regular Long Tailed Duck, and as a follow up to the massive movements
past Selsey on Feb 1,2 there were some 4000 AUKS seen milling around off Brighton on one day
recently. For those who seek exotic birds Goring has had a DAURIAN STARLING in a garden for
three days but it may have gone back into its cage before you get there - much more exciting is news
of three WAXWING but they are still miles from us in the East Grinstead area. Skylark were in full

song at Castle Hill near Lewes in Saturday's sunshine and 50 Goldfinch, 30 Yellowhammer, and 25
Linnet were to be seen there with just 11 CORN BUNTING - I hope this is not all that is left this year
of the flock of around 150 that have been found on the downs nearby in recent winters?
Local news for Sunday 6 Feb comes from John Chapman, who found the two redhead SMEW still
present on Runcton Lake at Chichester, and from the pagers which reported a WHIMBREL with the
Ferruginous Duck, Brant and Pale Bellied Brent at the Farlington Deeps - there has been a single
wintering Whimbrel in the north of Langstone harbours in several recent winters but this is the first
time I have heard of it this winter (it surely can't be a migrant this early - I suspect that it may be the
Emsworth Channel/Thorney Wickor Point bird getting restless as the days lengthen). 3 Little Stint
and a Greenshank were also seen at Farlington
Russell Wynn was in the Lymington area on Saturday Feb 5 where 140 GADWALL in the
Keyhaven/Pennington area may have been a site record though, in view of the few PINTAIL I have
seen this winter, the total of 210 that Russell saw would have been an elegant and pleasing sight. In
the Milford area he saw 5 Red Throated and 1 Black Throated Diver and single Kittiwake, Gannet,
Shag and Med Gull, with the Long Tailed duck still to be seen from Hurst spit. A second adult Med
Gull was in the Keyhaven Marsh area but there was no sign of the Marsh Harrier so possibly the one
seen at Needs Ore on this same day was the ex-Keyhaven bird. There was another female Long
Tailed Duck at Pennington Marsh with two Spotted Redshank and a flock of 9 Barnacle Geese offshore were one Eider, four Slav Grebe, 13 Goldeneye and 51 Merganser with 12 Egrets also
present.. Another (?) Kittiwake was spotted and two Peregrine were airborne here above a Dartford
Warbler, six Stonechat and a Little Owl. Not a bad day's birding for one area.
PLANTS:

SUN 13 FEB
The WYCH ELM tree which grows at the top of the steps up from the shore by Budds Farm outfall to
the top of the mound had at least one flower open today and many Elder bushes and Hawthorn trees
were pushing out new leaves, but Gorse and Cherry Plum were the plants I saw this morning that
were flowering strongly.
FRI 11 FEB
In Victoria Road, north Hayling (the one directly opposite the road into the Oysterbeds carpark behind
the Esso garage) I found the frontage of two properties lined with huge Lesser Celandine plants
which I believe to be wild but which have leaves and flowers two or three times the size of the many
ordinary ones that are now beginning to flower en masse. The first of the flowers was growing on a
spoil heap across the road from the houses and I measured its flower as 55mm across from the tip of
one petal to the tip of the one opposite. No doubt the soil has been enriched here but I have no
reason to believe they were garden plants (I could see none in the gardens, just those lining the
sunny outside line of the roadside hedges). Also on this walk I found the Cherry Plum blossom out at
the south end of Wade Lane and alongside the track joining the main road onto Hayling with the
north end of the Hayling Billy line. Seeing fresh leaves on a couple of Elder bushes reminded me
that last Sunday (Feb 6) I noted that flower buds were already visible on one Elder growing on Budds
Mound above Budds Farm.
WED 9 FEB
Yesterday I thought about making a detour from my normal Hayling circuit in order to look for Primroses
and Violets in the ditches of Daw Lane but did not do so, and today John Gowen has set my mind at
rest by having a look for himself and finding the expected Primrose but as yet no Early Dog Violets.
One thing that I did check out in my own walk today was the look of twigs on Ash trees and
convinced my self that the exceptionally early male flowers I found recently at Budds Farm really
were normal Ash.
INSECTS:

SUN 13 FEB
Mary Cockerill had an exceptionally early male Brimstone in Southampton on Jan 31, then Mark Litjens
had one flying in Hursley on Feb 11, and now Rob Edmunds has had a third in his Fleet garden

today. I know that butterflies like Peacock and Tortoiseshell which often hibernate in houses are
regularly disturbed at this time of year but I have always thought the Brimstones (which I think prefer
to keep away from houses and winter in thick ivy or the like) were not seen at all until the weather has
really warmed up in March and then they tended to all emerge together, responding to the air
temperature. I guess these three Brimstones were probably the result of disturbance to their
hideaways rather than a sign that global warming is taking place but I would be interested to hear the
views of others. I appreciate that when disturbance does take place the rudely awakened butterfly
will not get far (unlike these three) unless the air is reasonably warm and we do seem to be having
higher than usual temperatures this winter but I will wait until I hear of many emerging on the same
day before I conclude that it is just the temperature that has brought them out.
FRI 11 FEB
Mark Litjens had the pleasure of seeing a male BRIMSTONE flying at Hursley at lunchtime today, and
Phil Budd tells me that a Red Admiral was seen in Southampton on Feb 8th. In Emsworth Brian
Fellows saw another Red Admiral today and Tony Gutteridge saw one near Up Marden yesterday..
Phil has also had three new moths for his Bitterne garden - on Feb 2 he found a SPRING USHER
and on Feb 7 found both DARK CHESTNUT and PALE BRINDLED BEAUTY.
I knew that the larvae of Glow-worms live by killing and eating snails, but my knowledge of the insect
word was extended this morning by a poster advertising a one day workshop to be run by Chris
Palmer, curator of the Havant Museum, on the subject of 'Identifying snail-killing flies (Sciomyzidae)'.
Despite the fact that the workshop is to be run on April 1st I do have independent confirmation that
this family of medium sized flies (body 5 to 8mm long) which live in wet places do have larvae which
rely on snail meat for their sustenance (I do not know if the flies lay their eggs in or on the snails, or
if the larvae have to search out their prey after emerging from eggs laid elsewhere). If you want to
attend this workshop (to be held at Chilcomb House near Winchester) you must ring Chris Palmer at
Havant Museum on 02392-451155 to book - cost is £5. Chris is also running a beginner's workshop
on Insect Identification at Gosport on March 4th (ring 02392-509157 to book for this - again £5 fee)
and if you want a free guided tour of the Hampshire Museum Service's store of old bones (Dodos
and such like) on either March 18 or March 21 ring Chris at Havant (02392 451155)
WEB 9 FEB
When I was in Havant Museum yesterday I happened to bump into Chris Palmer, the curator, whose
speciality is hoverflies, and he extended my very small knowledge of these insects by telling me that
it is thought that a number of those seen out early have hibernated - he said he had seen one of the
DRONE FLIES on New Year's Day - so recent sightings by Phil Budd and myself are not the earliest.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

SUN 13 FEB
Just before Christmas Peter Etheridge of the Sussex Bat Group went to Goodwood House to
investigate the possibility of bats being in the roof of the house and while there he invited Mike
Collins (who works on the Goodwood estate) to join him today in a visit to West Dean (the one just
north of Chichester) to check out winter roosts of NATTERER and DAUBENTON'S BATS in the
tunnel of the old railway that used to run through that village - Mike says the only ways he could
distinguish between these two species in their sleeping posture was to look either at the ears or the
feet (Daubenton's feet are much larger in order to grab prey from the surface of the water - the
technique which other bats use of catching prey in the mouth or scooping insects into a pouch
formed by holding the feet together would result in catastrophe if such a scoop were lowered into the
water, so Daubenton's have to grab their prey as an Osprey would - but being very careful not to let
the rest of their bodies come in contact with the water. Today members of the Sussex Bat Group
also visited a second tunnel at West Dean, some sandpits at Amberley and another site at Horsham.
Rob Edmunds tells me that among the signs of spring in Fleet are a very active bunch of FROGS in a
garden pond - the Frogspawn season is really underway now.
SAT 12 FEB
Armed with the appropriate written authority from English Nature Pete Potts and some volunteers who
had just completed the planting of a 100 metre hedge in the Claylands Nature Reserve at Bishops
Waltham, sampled the underwater population of a pond on the reserve and were pleased to find the
GREAT CRESTED NEWTS already back together with the Smooth and Palmat Newts. Unlike the

Frogs the newt species seem to have made an early return to their ponds this year - you may recall
that Mike Bending had all three Newt species back in his Cowplain pond as early as Jan 6.
A small amount of FROGSPAWN has appeared at last in the large pool which forms in the old Hayling
Billy track immediately north of the East Street bridge here in Havant. I had checked this pool
yesterday so it must have been laid last night. Another person in Havant today told me they have
spawn in their pond so I guess the season is properly underway now. The main worry concerning
the survival of the Frogs is the dreaded virus (call it Redleg or what you like) and up to now I thought
that it only attacked the frogs in hot dry weather. Yesterday however as I was walking home through
a narrow alleyway in Havant I found the body of a dead frog on the ground – not squashed and with
such a fresh green colour to its body that I thought it might be still alive but when I touched it the
totally rigid body slid away over the tarmac as if it were an hollow plastic model, and I guess this may
have been the result of the virus which seems to ‘burn out’ the frog leaving the rigid and hollow frame
of skin and bones which I found.
FRI 11 FEB
Today I met up with Cath Cooper who went on last Sunday's guided walk around Stansted East Park
and Forest with Annette Robinson. Cath told me that during this they saw two separate bunches of
Fallow Deer totalling over 50 animals, and this reminded me of a find I made at Stansted on
Wednesday Feb 9. At the top end of the Ladies Walk, opposite the experimental Poplar plantation,
the trees on the east side of the walk are currently being harvested, and the loose chalky soil of the
bank on which they grow has long been known to me as a good site for ROUND MOUTHED SNAIL.
The combination of disturbance to the ground by the tree felling and the washing of the loose soil by
heavy rain make good conditions for finding these unusual snails (or at least their old shells) as they
normally hide from the light of day by burrowing into the soil. The shells are small, never more than
15mm high by 10mm wide but you are unlikely to mistake them for other species once you see the
large round mouth from which the mollusc emerges. If the inhabitant of the shell is at home this large
round opening is closed by a thick, horny plug which the mollusc wears on its foot and uses to seal
the entrance. Among the unusual features of this species are the fact that its 'foot' is divided into two
separate sides which it can move independently and is this the only one of our land snails which
'walks' like us (one foot at a time). Another distinctive feature is its habit of burrowing into soil and
another (which it shares with only one other British Land Snail) is that it still has gills like a marine
creature (hence the need for a good seal to keep the moisture in its shell) - all other land snails have
a primitive sort of lung and breathe air like us.
TUE 8 FEB
Stephen Harwood is the second person that I know of to find FROGSPAWN in their pond (it appeared
this morning). Just one female frog was present, and it sounds as if she is unlikely to survive to
spawn another year after the gang rape to which she was subjected by three male frogs - in past
years I would have expected many ponds to be full of spawn by now and for any reasonable garden
pond to have twenty or even a hundred frogs in it - not just four. Is then end of the frog kingdom in
sight?

BIRDS:

WEEK 05 JAN 31 – FEB 6 2000

SUN 6 FEB
Steve Copsey walked the Titchfield Haven canal path today and was surprised to find 170 BLACK
TAILED GODWIT and between 500 and 600 Wigeon in fields at SU 541051, north of the track to
Great Posbrook Farm and only 400 metres south of the road going into Titchfield Village. Heading
south he says that every bush seemed to contain a Goldcrest but he only saw one Chiffchaff and
even more surprisingly did not hear a single Cetti's. In the past I have noticed that mist and rain
seem to encourage rather than discourage Skylark song and that was borne out for me at
Broadmarsh this morning, but four Skylark seen over the Lower Posbrook Farm strawberry fields
were silent. Reaching the shore Steve failed to spot the BLACK REDSTART among the beach
chalets but heard that it was still around
...... Visiting Southsea this afternoon Steve had better luck with the Purple Sandpipers, finding two ..
'braving the tide and spray as they fed on the ledge 1/2 way between the castle and the bandstand'

I am not sure of where this bandstand is, but I think the birds were well to the east of the castle where
the promenade straightens out from the curve around the castle and runs above a gently sloping
ledge on the seaward side of the Pyramids before you come to the open shingle beach.
Back on Dec 4 John Chapman was entertained, while waiting for a train at Havant station, by the sight
of a PIED WAGTAIL frantically attacking the image of itself in the wing mirror of a car in the station
carpark. I have heard of this behaviour before, but not the upper class version which Alistair Martin
observed recently at Fingle Bridge in Devon where this form of 'road rage' was being demonstrated
by a GREY WAGTAIL. The car in question was his own, and the attack happened while he left it for
a few minutes to watch a Dipper in the River Teign - luckily neither car nor bird suffered injury.
David Holt asks if I have any news of Whitefront Geese in the Ibsley area with which to check his own
sighting of one near Harbridge on Sat Feb 5. David did not have a scope but could see a single
small grey goose with a large white frontal shield with 40 Greylag and a few Bewicks. He says he
could not see any eyering so I guess he is wondering about Lesser Whitefront, but as this does not
even have an entry in Birds of Hampshire I suspect it has not been recorded in Hampshire though I
stand open to correction. My information on the subject is limited to what others have told me and
this winter this amounts to a report from Russell Wynn of a probable family group of 5 flying inland up
the Lymington River on Nov 11, then of 4 being seen with 185 Greylag by John Clark in the Ibsley
area on Dec 19. In December and early January there were reports of up to 34 in the
Matchams/Avon Causeway section of the Avon below Ringwood. More recently John Clark was in
the Ibsley area for one of his fortnightly special WeBS counts on Jan 16 and his list of sightings
included the following .. 'BEWICKS SWAN 17 (incl 2 juvs) at Ibsley; WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE
flock of 19 N then back S 0935 hrs; 2 with flock of 26 Greylags 0945 hrs left S; flock of 47 N then back
S 1445 hrs; Greylag 67' From all this I gather that there are still a reasonable number of Whitefront
in the Avon Valley, but their location at any one time is not easy to guess, and I have no info on
whether they move from the river south of Ringwood to the section north of it. All I hope is that the
lone bird which David saw is the one missing from the 5 that flew in on Nov 11 and became 4 on Dec
19. (And if there are any locals in the Harbridge/Ellingham area out there who know what became of
my very first girl-friend, back in about 1944, I would like to know - she was the daughter of the vicar of
Ellingham and had the desirable name of Melody Darling)
Following yesterday's comment that the Little Egret seen at Fleet Pond on Feb 2 and again yesterday
must have been a unusual visitor to the pond the pager's today report that it could not be seen this
morning though two of the Bitterns were on parade at dawn. Later news is that the Egret was back
on an island visible from the station carpark at midday. They also say that the Hurst Spit Post 17
Snow Bunting is still at home to visitors.
Cycling round the Bedhampton/Brockhampton area today before the wind and rain I heard another
Blackbird singing in Havant (first one heard in the morning) , and in the Hermitage stream just below
the A27 watched a male GOLDENEYE in full plumage while what was almost certainly a continental
Cormorant flew by (solid grey neck), but the real pleasure came when I reached the Brockhampton
stream bordering Budds Farm. I stopped at the second bridge (no right of way) and walked across to
look downstream for the expected Kingfisher only to find the redhead GOOSANDER swimming
upstream perhaps ten yards from me, snorkelling like a diver (dipping its head in the water to see
whether there was anything down below worth a dive). Seeing me it turned and went downstream
and only then did I pick out the KINGFISHER sitting close to the Budds Farm bank on the lowest
branches of an Ash tree and partly obscured by the twigs - when I got a clear view I found it had a
largish fish in its bill but was making no attempt to beat the fish on a branch, nor to swallow it, so I
guess it was not too hungry - presumably the Goosander had been following fish upstream and
maybe had driven one into view of the Kingfisher. This do were a good sight but, even better, their
act was performed to the accompaniment of a three piece band of three CHIFFCHAFF all in full
song. A little earlier a SKYLARK had been in full song for five minutes or more while I was a
Broadmarsh slipway. Also worth a mention was a flock of 95 Wigeon on the Budds Farm shore none of them yellow painted - which reminded me that in previous winters a dozen or more Pintail
would have been seen here and more recently flocks of up to 75 Goldeneye appeared occasionally
but those sightings seem to be a thing of the past.
SAT 5 FEB
John Goodspeed had an enjoyable dash around the New Forest this morning, seeing the GREAT

GREY SHRIKE close to what I still think of as the Stoney Cross airfield road - it was at SU 222107,
the southern end of Broomy Bottom. Paul Winter was also at Ocknell Plain this morning and saw
a/the Shrike south of Ocknell Pond carpark, a good 1,500 metres north west of John's sighting, and
some would take that as proof of two birds, but Paul's message goes on to say that he saw the bird
fly strongly towards the Broomy Bottom site and so far both Paul and I share the opinion that there is
only one bird. (On the pagers the bird was reported just west of Ocknell Pond at 08:45 and at
Broomy Bottom at 11:30 and at 14:25 but I do not have the times of either John's or Paul's sightings).
John also saw a HEN HARRIER at SU 237109 on the other (east) side of Slufters and after his
walkabout here he drove down to Ibsley and saw 11 BEWICKS SWANS
Martin Pitt found 2 TWITE on the landward side of the seawall at Normandy Lake today as well as some
of the regulars here (female Long Tailed Duck on the lake and 2 Slave Grebe plus 1 Eider offshore).
As an afterthought to his message Martin says in parentheses .. 'A trek around Denny Wood in the
morning yielded very little except many parties of 4-5 Hawfinches active in the wood' This is one of
the few places where I have ever seen Hawfinch, but with the recent news of lots of very noisy
Crossbill in this area it does sound a good place to visit.
Paul Winter was also in the New Forest today and adds to the birds seen by John and Martin a Black
Necked Grebe at Hurst spit (where the pagers report both the second Long Tail Duck and the 'Post
17' Snow Bunting) and the continuing presence of the 'very aggressive' Med Gull in the Milford
carpark. Back in Southampton he also saw the Velvet Scoter from Town Quay late in the afternoon.
Another HOSLIST message reports an immature MARSH HARRIER at Needs Ore (is this a new
arrival there? is the Keyhaven bird on the move?) plus a Peregrine, and renews interest in the Hythe
area with a definite report of an immature MALE Velvet Scoter.
Mike Collins tells me that a LITTLE OWL which resides in trees by Prospect Lane just south of its
junction with Whichers Gate Road (SU 731093 - between Leigh Park and Rowlands Castle) was
sitting out in the sunshine there today
Stephen Harwood this morning took a good home video of a Sparrowhawk on his lawn plucking and
eating one of his neighbour's tame white doves. After about 45 minutes the hawk flew off, leaving
half the bird uneaten, and Stephen asks if this was because it had eaten its fill or if it was frightened
off. My guess would be that a tame dove was probable pretty fat compared to a wild Collared Dove
and that the hawk couldn't manage any more. Had it been frightened and still hungry I think it would
have carried the corpse away with it. I wonder if anyone else has a more authoritative answer to this
- and if they can also tell me if Sparrowhawks return to old kills when they later feel hungry?
Last Wednesday (Feb 2) Moira Doherty saw a Little Egret at Fleet Pond and I wondered at the time if
this was an unusual newcomer to the pond or one of the regulars. Today it is reported again on the
pagers, so I guess it is a recent arrival of interest that far inland. Also at the pond today were 6
Mandarin, 10 Redpoll and the inevitable Bittern
A morning walk from Havant to the Warblington shore was cheered with CHAFFINCH SONG in at least
five places (at Nore Barn two were singing against each other and were in full song) so for me this
bird's song is no longer news. Dunnock and Song Thrush were also vocal in many places, but the
best sound was that of SKYLARK over the shore fields near Conigar Point at Warblington - several
birds chirruping as they circled in the air and at least one singing. Long Tailed Tits were still in flocks
at four places on my route but where Pook Lane reaches the harbour shore a pair were already in a
favourite spot where they nest each year. Although the tide was high all the Brent were on the water
- none feeding in any of the Warblington fields they regularly invade - a good flock of over 40 Curlew
were in one and 7 Egrets were happily feeding in another so I doubt the Brent had been put off by
disturbance.
FRI 4 FEB
Details of the extraordinary movement of AUKS and DIVERS past Selsey which I reported on
Wednesday (Feb 2) were incorrect in one very important detail and the error is mine. The numbers
are as given in the SOS Recent Sightings but the account given in the SOS Website does not
mention the direction of the movement and I assumed that these were birds going up channel to the
east rather early in the spring but my assumption was wrong according to Clive Hope who saw part
of the movement. The fact that this huge movement was westward makes it the more extraordinary
(has the North Sea dried up? or has there been another Chernobyl that we have not heard of?) and
as Clive says we must hope that the birds are not after all those fish and shellfish that should be easy

picking in the Bay of Biscay providing you don't mind collecting them from the oil slick that is no doubt
still killing wildlife of the western shores of France.
......Today's Sussex news from Church Norton does include 10 Black Throated Divers which were flying
west as well as 20 Slav Grebes, 10 Eider and a Great Northern Diver that are probably not moving at
the moment. In Pagham Harbour a single Goosander is I think a newcomer there this winter but the
Whimbrel and 2 Spotshank are not. On the county boundary the BRANT remains at East Head with
7 Little Stint and at Coates Common several WOODLARK and CROSSBILL have been heard
singing.
A GREAT GREY SHRIKE was seen today for about ten minutes around 2:30pm at SU 219109 which
puts it right beside a little stream in what is marked Broomy Bottom on my map (600 metres north of
the road T-junction by the west end of Milkham Inclosure. This is around 1,500 metres or more west
of the Ocknell Plain sightings but as I have not heard any proof of there being two birds in the area I
guess this may be the Ocknell bird - any irate contradictions? A male HEN HARRIER was seen here
mid-morning but I have not heard of the Hen Harrier roost which used to gather not far from here in
past winters - is that a thing of the past?
......Other Hampshire news from the pagers is of another male HEN HARRIER sighting near Beaulieu
Road Station and of 7 Mandarin with 1 Bittern at Fleet Pond.
Brian Rackett has added a little to his account of the Southsea Canoe Lake MED GULL which he saw
on Wednesday - he cannot say if it had a ring or injured foot as it was lying on one of the pedalos with
its legs hidden. I have no reason for the assumption (and am probably wrong in it) but we have seen
so many dead Black Headed Gulls lying on the rafts of Emsworth Slipper Mill pond and elsewhere
that I immediately conjured up a picture of our old friend having struggled back from wherever it may
have been recently in order to die in familiar surroundings - over to Brian Fellows for a report on any
corpses he may find.
With Song Thrush and Dunnock song now regular in the garden along with the Robins, Wrens, Tits,
Collared Doves and Wood Pigeons, and with BLACKBIRDS beginning to sing regularly at dusk (two
days running here), I added one more bird to the list today as I cycled under an ivy clad tree from
which GOLDCREST song could be heard (I know that these tiny birds do sing intermittently during
the winter but this is the first I have heard). Woodpigeon are making their display flights but I have
not heard any more of the Chaffinch song that I heard on Wednesday and still have not seen
Greenfinch in song flight.
THU 3 FEB
Pete Potts was out at Dibden Bay on Monday night, not celebrating any diminution of the threat from
ABP (I don't think there's any cause for celebration on that score yet) but painting Wigeon.
Somewhere out there are up to 70 WIGEON with YELLOW BREASTS (the white markings on the
wings of the males are also now yellow) and its up to us to spot them and let Pete know where, when
and how many we see. Pete's email address is ppotts@compuserve.com and he is always pleased
with any news of ringed birds, especially colour ringed or colour marked waders and wildfowl.
Pager news from Fleet Pond is of a KITTIWAKE flying over south west and of 2 Crossbill and 500
Siskin as well as one or more Bittern at dusk. Someone at Beaulieu Road station saw a male Hen
Harrier and from Southampton Town Quay Paul Winter saw one Velvet Scoter in Dibden Bay and a
diver going upstream - probably Red Throated but not certain.
Both Tony Hale and his wife had a marvellous bit of garden bird-watching on Feb 1, having a
GOSHAWK high in the air above them for about 5 minutes during which time it was briefly joined by
a SPARROWHAWK (depending on how close it got I would think that a brave act on the part of the
Sparrowhawk, but Tony indicates that it appeared to be trying to drive the bigger bird away) and a
Buzzard was also in view for size comparison.
WED 2 FEB
Brian Rackett was in Southsea today, seeing 6 PURPLE SANDPIPER at the Castle and a MED GULL
on the Canoe Lake. What I do not have from Brian Rackett is any detail of the Med Gull - was it the
old favourite with the 02K ring and only half its left foot? or was it some interloper taking over where
the old resident left off? No doubt we will hear more on this.
Brain Fellows took himself to Prinsted today and walked to Nutbourne on the seawall and back through
the orchards and fields. On the 'Point Field' east of Prinsted Bay were 28 Black Tailed Godwit, none
ringed, 30 Curlew, 16 Oystercatcher and 1 Egret but no Brent, and there were only 4 PINTAIL to be

seen in Nutbourne Bay. Turning inland Brian counted 118 Teal in the stream meadow (probably
more hidden) and 38 Brent but no Snipe or Water Rail were to be seen.
Moira Doherty was at Eversley gravel pit (SU 7662) today where a single Little Egret may or may not
have been unusual this far inland (yesterday one was seen at Fleet Pond). More expected were 26
Goosander (if you are there at dusk you should see more than this - the figures for Jan and Feb of
1998 given in the latest Hampshire Bird Report are of 85 and 82 birds in the night roost on the gravel
pit in those two months). Moira also noted Gadwall, Wigeon and Pochard but gives no numbers.
Nearby there were around 1000 Lapwing.
Pager news for today includes the Brant and Pale Bellied Brent at Farlington with Water Pipit (no
mention of that F-Duck which is a drake)
This morning I took a brief stroll around Hilsea Lines at Portsmouth and was rewarded with a
CHAFFINCH persistently repeating the first half of its song as Woodpigeons made display flights
above the trees and a smart pair of Tufted Duck, 5 Shoveler and at least 25 Coot were on the water
with a single Swan (later I found a second - one was east, the other west of the Peronne Road
bridge). Near the Portsbridge roundabout just three Dabchick were on the creek water to remind me
that away to the east (in the section of the creek between the rail bridge and the Eastern Road) we
used to have a big winter flock (up to 40) Dabchick - I did not look there today nor this winter, does
anyone know if they still flock there?
......My reason for being at Hilsea was to make my monthly check on the Tipner Lake for English Nature
and while walking the 'promenade' beside it I heard more bird song including a couple of persistent
DUNNOCK and a single GOLDFINCH pouring its heart out. Over on the motorway bank the wader
roost had around 200 Lapwing, 164 Redshank and only 60 Dunlin and on the water there were over
200 Brent until the tide fell and most flew off. The gulls must have numberered over 1000 with less
than 100 Common and just one Herring and one Lesser Blackback and with them on the water were
two Merganser, one Goldeneye and four Little Grebe. I only saw one Egret today but when the tide
had fallen enough for the waders to feed the usual few Curlew and Oystercatcher plus a special treat
of 2 Black Tailed Godwit joined the waders from the roost. Right at the end of my visit (4 hours after
high tide) I saw something which has been noticed in past years but remains a bit of a puzzle - this
was the passing of four Dunlin flocks (each of 50 to 150 birds) which had come over the city
(presumably from Langstone Harbour) and rushed on west over the motorway. The puzzle is partly
a question of how much interchange of birds there is between Langstone and Portsmouth, and partly
why they prefer this route (probably starting from Kendall's Wharf and coming over the south of
Tipner Lake - though sometimes they come over a little further north) rather than following
Portscreek. All answers on a postcard please...
......To end the day I was shopping in Havant at dusk and on my way home I heard the loud song of a
BLACKBIRD above the noise of the rush hour traffic in North Street. I know its not the first of the
occasional songsters but it could mark the start of regular song - Song Thrushes have been regular
and persistent songsters for the last two mild mornings and there is a notable general increase in
song with GREENFINCH probably qualifying as competitors (though I normally do not tick them as
singing until I hear the song from a bird in its song flight)
The Sussex web site tells a different tale of the arrival of spring from that given by birdsong – very large
movements of AUKS and DIVERS going east off Selsey Bill, and inland the possible dispersion of
the CORN BUNTING flock from the downs east of Brighton (not stated as a fact, just that they could
not be seen last Sunday though there was a flock of 40 Yellowhammer on Newmarket Hill at TQ
368073). On Feb 1 seawatchers at Selsey watched some 1100 GUILLEMOT and 200 RAZORBILL
fly past (presumably east) with at least 1 LITTLE AUK and 1 PUFFIN among them, and today the
movement continued with 800 AUKS and 99 DIVERS seen (94 Red Throated, 3 Black Throated and
2 Great Northern). Yesterday there were on 20 Red Throated Diver but both Red and Black Necked
Grebe were seen plus 2 Med Gulls seen on both days. Also on Feb 1 Pagham Harbour had its
Glaucous Gull. 3 Med Gulls, a Long Tailed Duck and a Scaup with another, presumably different,
Scaup on Pagham Lagoon. Inland, on Monday Jan 31, a few Siskin and Redpoll were at Burton Mill
Pond (SU 9717) and at Coates Common (SU 9917) 20+ WOODLARK were giving a full performance
of display flight and song but a dozen CROSSBILL near the carpark were easier to see (there are
two carparks on the map – no doubt one has a Coates Common nameplate). 3 more pairs of
Crossbill were seen at Ambersham Common (SU 9119) with ‘the usual Dartford Warblers’. On

Sunday Jan 30 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker were to be seen in the Pulborough Brooks reserve
carpark (apparently they are regular there - except when you go to see them) and Barn Owl could be
seen as usual on the reserve while the two WHOOPER SWAN were still on Amberley Wild Brooks.
TUE 1 FEB
Brian Fellows at Southsea Castle at 09:30 and saw 3 PURPLE SANDPIPER there with no Med Gull at
the Canoe Lake. Brian Fellows found the Canoe Lake swans down to 61 today, making room for a
Cormorant and 30 Mallard. Moving east there were 50 Brent on the Southsea Cricket Pitch near the
Canoe Lake and on the beach opposite the Royal Marines museum Brian (F) came on the (I think
regular) high tide roost of 150 Ringed Plover (this is another place to look for Med Gull). No Shag
were to be seen near the Eastney Ferry and just 18 Shelduck with Brent in the Glory Hole. On the
Milton Lakes 50 Black Headed Gulls tried to deceive Brian into thinking they were Phalarope by their
manner of feeding on the water, but two CETTI'S WARBLER laughed at him for entertaining such
thoughts. 8 Cormorant at Baffins Pond was a new record for the site, but the missing Barnacles and
Snow Goose had not returned. The Shoveler were down to 31 and there were 82 Mallard. 58 Tufted
Duck and 25 Canada Geese plus other regulars. Nearby the Brent had given up their attempt to
please Portsmouth City officials and had deserted the grass set aside for them to return to the Sixth
Form College field on which were 250.
Nick Mills was in the New Forest yesterday and while he did not see the Ocknell Plain GREAT GREY
SHRIKE he heard from others there that its larder had been found with 2 Stonechat corpses in it. I
recall one past Hampshire Bird Report telling of one of these Shrikes at Shatterford being seen with
a Dartford Warbler in its bill and Nick wonders if this current bird has the same taste as he could only
see on Warbler near the carpark where he had seen two on his last visit. Going on to Eyeworth Pond
(no Mandarin seen) he watched what sounds like male Sparrowhawk spring 'switchback' display
flight but thought the bird was large enough to be a Goshawk or at least a female Sparrowhawk. Do
either Goshawk or female Sparrowhawk make a similar display? Nick descrbies it 'performing a
weird vertical movement, bringing its wings down to almost touch, upwards for some distance.It
would then glide down, and then repeat the vertical display. It was doing this going away from me for
a good minute.' Nick goes on to say he later saw a male Sparrowhawk in a thermal but was
convinced that the displaying bird was much larger. To end the day he reached Rhinefield
Arboretum at 3pm and 20 minutes later 3 HAWFINCH flew in, shortly followed by a fourth, and was
able to see that their bills are already grey/blue, not the dull winter colour (another sign of spring).
Despite waiting until 4pm no more were seen.
Mike Collins visited the Leigh Park Gardens lake in Havant on Sunday (Jan 30) and found 8
CORMORANT on the water. One of them was in full breeding plumage (grey head and white thighs)
and I suppose that could be one of the continental tree nesting birds - when the birds took off seven
came back and sat in the trees but Mike does not mention any nests (not that I would expect them).
The trees near the lake at the end of the avenue are a favourite spot for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
and Mike heard drumming but excuses himself from being sure of the species saying that he had not
got his stopwatch with him to time the length of the drum-rolls.
The February issue of the Hayling Islander reports on page 7 a sighting of a BUZZARD on a ploughed
field near West Town station on Jan 16. We reported a sighting by Tim Lawman of one eating a
rabbit in this area on Jan 13 and Ian Thirlwell saw one heading west over Langstone Harbour to
Milton on Jan 14 while the newspaper says Andy Parfitt saw one near the Kench around that date.
Last autumn there were other reports of a bird similar to a Buzzard over South Hayling which turned
out to be an escaped Buzzard from a local falconer, and the newspaper also comments on previous
sightings of a bird with jesses so until someone can swear that the recent sightings are of a wild bird
we must assume that someone is stringing us along but has lost his grip on the string.
MON 31 JAN
The pager news from Fleet Pond today reports an adult CASPIAN GULL there this morning before it
flew off south east (from what I have heard about identifying Caspian from other Yellow Legged
Gulls you pretty well have to have them in the hand to check the tenth primary - perhaps there are
easier methods of being sure and if so I'm sure there are a lot of people who would like a resumee of
what to look for). At dusk all 4 BITTERN were seen and during the day 2 Brambling, 80 Redpoll and
a HAWFINCH were seen.
Have you ever seen a TREECREEPER feeding on the ground? I have not but both David Parker and

his wife have seen one doing so in their garden on at least two occasions this weekend. When I
heard this my first thought was that the bird might be collecting nest material (not much of that to be
found on the tree-trunks where it feeds, though it would come on both moss, lichen and twigs).
Consulting my favourite authority on birds, Enid Blyton, I see she includes grass in her list of nest
materials, and my Blandford book of Bird's Eggs and Nesting Habitats also mentions 'plant down'
(whatever that may be it is not I think found on trees). Going on to refer to the bible of my youth
(P.A.D. Hollom's 'Popular Handbook of British Birds') I find that the Treecreeper 'feeds at times while
clinging tit-like to the small outer foliage of trees and occasionally on the ground'. So now we are
waiting for reports from David of his Treecreeper failing to stop at the end of a main branch and
ending up hanging from the outermost twig, or more likely, seeing the bird carry grass and plant
material to a nest site.
In his round of the Emsworth ponds today Brian Fellows found a newcomer on the Town Mill pond, a
female RED CRESTED POCHARD of slightly dubious provenance (very pale body plumage). The
BLACK SWAN was still present with 61 Mutes but there were only 38 Mallard (the rest presumably
have gone off to nest) and just 7 Tufted Duck. On the Slipper pond one of the rafts was occupied by
the local GOOSANDER, previously only seen in the harbour or on the Town Mill pond, and a Grey
Wagtail was another attractive visitor. Off the western shore of Emsworth were 20 PINTAIL (a good
number for this site) and there were 72 Shelduck in the main Emsworth Channel. At the Little Deeps
a WATER RAIL squealed, probably with annoyance at meeting another of the smae species, and
there were 16 Pochard on the water. The west end of the Great Deeps had nothing at all to show.
Last Thursday (Jan 27) John Goodspeed was at Southsea Castle when the tide was low but still saw
one PURPLE SANDPIPER among the rocks and seaweed which could have hidden several more.
On Saturday he was at the Oysterbeds and saw two small and very pale waders which he believes
were LITTLE STINT. My encounters with these birds have been in the autumn when the adults still
have their rich coloured, dark upper plumage (as do any juveniles seen with them) and I was quite
surprised to see how very pale and 'Sanderling-like' they become in non-breeding plumage. I seem
to remember that last winter some Little Stint split their time between Farlington and the Oysterbeds
and I wonder if that is so again this year? Any reports of them at the Oysterbeds would be welcome.
Last Saturday (Jan 29) Russell Wynn was in the Lymington area where the Marsh Harrier is still to be
seen over the Keyhaven Marshes and the Hurst Beach area still has Long Tailed Duck, Merling,
Peregrine, two Med Gulls (presumably at the Milford end) and two Slav Grebe off shore. Far from the
sunny Solent shore the pagers brought news of a PEREGRINE perched in the town centre on the
'old Civil Service building' - not it seems for the first time.
John Clark was in the Avon Valley yesterday for his special study WeBS count, and at Ibsley saw this
winter's biggest flock of 42 BEWICKS SWANS (just two of them first winters) and heard a
unconfirmed rumour that up to 60 had been seen there recently. The main business was the count
of birds on the Blashford Lakes and 582 Teal was possibly a record for the area, though 1140
Wigeon, 439 Gadwall and 860 Coot were 'business as usual'. Other counts were of 253 Tufted
Duck, 168 Mallard, 74 Pochard, 51 Shoveler, 19 Goldeneye, 14 Pintail and 11 Goosander with 1
male Scaup among the Pochard. The unmentionable Canada Geese numbered 117 with 25+
Cormorant and 22 Mute Swan, 38+ Great Crested and 20 Litle Grebe. Moving downstream below
Ringwood later in the day John saw a distant flock of Grey Geese but as they had a Snow Goose
amongst them they were presumably the Greylag, leaving no White Front at all on the day's list.
Around 2pm today as I cycled past the west side of Langstone Mill, along which the Lymbourne mill
stream flows out to sea, I saw a man in camouflage gear lying on the wet ground at the foot of the
fence which prevents people falling in the stream. Nearby a huge lensed camera stood on a tripod
with a lengthy quick release cable running to the man, and on the seawall near the Royal Oak a
woman stood patiently watching the man. It did not take me long to connect this scene with John
Chapman's recent news that the local KINGFISHER has been seen to perch on posts overlooking
this stream, and presumably the couple were waiting in anticipation that the bird would soon return to
its favourite perch to be photographed. I would have thought, however, that this time of day, when
the bird had had a full morning to satisfy its hunger and when many people would be passing the
spot as I was and frightening the bird off, was not the best time to indulge in this uncomfortable act of
patience. I know that most wildlife photography requires a great deal of patience, and I greatly
admire those who have it. I do not have the ability to sit and wait for hours at a time, and I just cannot

understand people like the one I saw a couple of years ago on Hayling who was standing on the Billy
Line with a scope trained on a patch of scrub, and told me he had heard that a Wryneck had recently
been seen there - when I came back several hours later his patience had not yet run out ...
Nevertheless patience is sometimes rewarded and yesterday Nick Mills told me that after hours of
searching the trees in the Hook brook valley near Warsash Church Road he has at last seen a
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER, and his story is typical of several of my own sightings of these
birds. I have often been in areas where the birds are known to be and have spent time searching the
tree tops to no avail, then, while looking at some other bird the little woodpecker comes into the
picture as if to say 'it's no use you trying to spot me - I'll show myself to you when and only when I am
ready to do so'. In Nick's case he was watching a Great Spotted when the Lesser Spotted appeared
in his bins giving an excellent but brief chance to compare the two birds.
In addition to Phil Budd's sightings in the Southampton Water/River Itchen area that came through with
the HOSLIST messages yesterday a personal message from Phil adds two other sightings, one of
60 SISKIN in Broadmead Tree Nursery at Ampfield on Jan 28, the other of 6 REDWING which
landed in Phil's Bitterne garden yesterday giving rise to the comment that this is th first time they
have appeared in his garden when there is no snow on the ground and confirming my own
impression that there are more Redwing than usual in Hampshire this winter
PLANTS:

SUN 6 FEB
When I was at Southmoor Lane last Sunday (Jan 30) I felt sure that the CHERRY PLUM blossom would
be out by the end of the week so I went back today and found 5 trees all in flower - only two of them
here, the other three alongside the Harts Farm Way road between the turning to Broadmarsh
slipway and the bridge over the Hermitage Stream. Southmoor Lane did have a new surprise for me
today as I was cycling north past the road to the Autoliv factory I glanced into the entrance to Budds
Farm opposite Pinner Road and saw what I assumed to be an ASH TREE coming into flower. Going
to check it out I began to have doubts about it being a normal Ash, firstly as there were not dead Ash
keys hanging from it, secondly it was 'bushy' in shape rather than 'tall and thin', and thirdly the bark
and twigs did not look quite right (although they were light grey and the male flowers that covered the
tree were very like those of a normal Ash) - for one thing all the twigs bearing one or more flower
clusters at their tips were covered with close-packed little 'bumps' of defunct shoot buds forming
circles around the twig in rings each about 1cm form the next. I will have to keep an eye on the tree
and its leaves when they appear but all I have learnt so far from Alan Mitchell's book is that there is
'total sexual confusion' built into the genes of the Ash species - trees can be male, female or mixed in
any combination so the fact that this was all male and had no Ash-keys is not a factor. My only other
flower note of interest is that flowers have started to re-appear on the Stream Water-Crowfoot where
excess water flows from the Bedhampton waterworks into the Hermitage stream
SAT 5 FEB
Numerous flowers on two patches of Ivy Leaved Speedwell were a welcome sight which I have been
waiting for impatiently since I found the first bud in Warblington cemetery on Jan 12, and flowers on
Thyme Leaved Speedwell on my lawn today were not at all unexpected, but the sight of a plant of
GARLIC MUSTARD (or Jack by the Hedge) in full flower was a complete surprise as last year I did
not see any in flower until March 30.
WED 2 FEB
At Hilsea Lines in this morning’s sunshine I enjoyed a cluster of SWEET VIOLETS with 15 large and
beautiful flowers on show. Just east of the Peronne Road bridge over Portscreek, on the south
facing side of the extra earth seawall on the south side, the patch of BALKAN SPURGE (Euphorbia
oblongata) which I first came across years ago, and which has its own mention in Stace’s flora, is still
flourishing and today it was almost as colourful as it is in the summer with vivid dark red stems
contrasting with fresh green leaves. I was hoping to find Alexanders in flower but no sign of that yet.
TUE 1 FEB
Ditches separating the open area just north of West Town Station on Hayling from fields to the east had
their PRIMROSES in flower today, encouraging me to check out the ditches alongside Daw Lane
soon – they have Primroses and also usually give me my first Dog Violets. At Hayling Library cracks

between the pavement and the building wall were lined with flowering Hairy Bittercress today – not
the first I have seen but looking like a sign of widespread flowering of this very common weed.
MON 31 JAN
A short trip to Hayling this afternoon gave me a chance to check out the wild SWEET VIOLETS which I
mentioned last Thursday (Jan 27) and I was delighted to find 11 large and perfect flowers already
open in the cluster. Another plant whose flowering has taken off in the current warm air is LESSER
CELANDINE, and by the Lymbourne stream south of the A27 here in Havant there are now 17
flowering plants where there were only 5 when I last looked - furthermore another three plants have
started to flower north of the A27.
INSECTS:

SAT 5 FEB
If any moth enthusiasts want to see WAVED BLACK, HOARY FOOTMAN or NORTHERN
WINTERMOTH Richard Moore tells me thay have all been recorded in his garden at Catherington.
These were seen last year, but news of what was in Ian Thirlwell's moth trap on the night of Feb 4/5
has reached me by mistake (he broadcast it on the HOSLIST birdnews when he meant ot put it on
some equivalent moth news). He had one EARLY GREY, one PALE BRINDLED BEAUTY and what
I think must be two micros called Epiphyas postvittana (no English name).
FRI 4 FEB
The STRIPED LYCHNIS moth is one of those for which a Biodiversity Action Plan has been formulated
and a full page colour photo of its caterpillar appears in the latest issue of Butterfly Conservation
News so I an not surprised to hear from Ruchard Moore that reports of this moth in his garden at
Catherington last summer have attracted the interest of Barry Goater when he received Richard’s
news, and Richard’s message has cleared up some confusion in my mind (but raised another
question). My confusion was that when I originally heard of interest in the Striped Lychnis and
looked it up I could see very little difference between the caterpillars of three moths all appearing on
the same plate of my Caterpillar book. One is the MULLEIN MOTH with which most people will be
familiar and which is an eye-catcher when seen on the downy leaves of Great Mullein plants (or
occasionally on Figwort), the second is the STRIPED LYCHNIS which prefers to feed on the hairless
leaves of Dark Mullein, and the third is the WATER BETONY moth caterpillar. Checking further I
now find that I can rule out the latter moth from confusion between these look-alike caterpillars as it
is virtually unknown in Britain (though common on the continent), and that the main factor to help
differentiate the Mullein from the Striped Lychnis caterpillars (which both grow to 5cm, have very
similar markings, and can both be found on Figwort) is time of year. By August the Mullein
caterpillars should be full grown and ready to pupate whereas the Striped Lychnis caterpillars do not
start to feed until August and do not pupate until the end of September. So my mental note to myself
is to keep an eye out for these colourful caterpillars on Dark Mullein in late August and September –
they should be the rare Striped Lychnis and merit reporting to Barry Goater or others interested in
their preservation.
WED 2 FEB
Another RED ADMIRAL was flying in north Emsworth today and was seen by Sue Drewett while at
Hilsea Lines I had my first single DRONE FLY (following Phil Budd’s sighting in Southampton – see
below)
MON 31 JAN
Today's lunchtime sunshine in Southampton gave Mary Cockerill the very pleasant sight of a male
BRIMSTONE flying in the University Botanic Garden, and in telling me about it she passes on a
report from John Ruppersbury of both COMMA and PEACOCK seen in the New Forest in the first
week of January. With my RED ADMIRAL and Phil Budd's GREY SHOULDER-KNOT moth we
have at least five hibernating insects lured prematurely to their deaths (??) by the abnormally warm
weather.
News from Phil Budd of a Bumblebee on the wing in Southampton yesterday was not as surprising as
two other pieces of news from him - firstly of a very early HOVER FLY (Eristalis tenax, usually called
a DRONE FLY because of its resemblance to the Honey Bee Drone) which does not normally
appear on the scene until the weather warms at the end of March, and secondly the finding of 27
ICHNEUMON WASPS in a moth trap with just one moth (GREY SHOULDER KNOT). I have no

information on the likelihood of finding any adult Ichneumons at this time of year (I think of them as
purely summer insects) and would like to know how unusual this find is. The moth in itself was a
good find of a species that is not common (but has been found increasingly in recent years) and I see
that this is an example of a moth that takes to the wing in the autumn, hibernates, then emerges in
the spring.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

THU 3 FEB
Mike Collins found a few FROGS back in his garden pond yesterday morning after hearing that they
had started to arrive back in his sister’s pond. Less good news was of the first flattened corpse on
the Emsworth Common Road as Mike drove to work yesterday – no doubt we will be hearing more
on that subject from David Parker who drives past the Stansted Brickkiln Pond each day.
WED 2 FEB
Lyndon Hatfield tells me .. 'Overnight Jan 30/31 we had 4 masses of of FROGSPAWN in our garden
pond. Rather early, but not the earliest (Jan 25 in 1997). More last night with more gravid frogs in the
garden.' I'm not sure where Lyndon lives but when I last visited him (many years ago) he was in
North Fareham not far from the uninvitingly named Frosthollow Crescent (but perhaps the Frogs
can't read the warning). Today Sue Drewett tells me that there were three frogs back in her
Emsworth garden pond and I'm sure news of them will soon be pouring in from all quarters.
MON 31 JAN
I have never been able to work out what is the signal that sends all the Frogs off on their rugger-scrum
sex sessions each spring but perhaps now is a good time to check your local ponds to see if they are
already back. All I have to go on is an entry on John Goodspeed's weekly poster saying that the first
(single) frog has just appeared in his garden pond. Maybe he's the referee but I guess it is an over
eager male ready to be first when the action starts. A later message from John tells me that in
addition to the Frog there has been a TOAD in his garden (that would presumably be a resident that
will go elsewhere, probably a long way – maybe even down from Portsdown to Farlington Marshes
(?), to its breeding pond when the time comes in March. In his pond he has also seen the WATER
BOATMEN swimming around as I did last Wednesday at Blendworth under the ice of a frozen pond.
BIRDS:

SUN 16 JAN
The BLACK BRANT which was in the Snow Hill area of the West Wittering shore (just unland of East
Head) was back there yesterday (Jan 15) according to the Sussex website. I suspect this is the bird
which arrived in the Gutner Point area of East Hayling on Oct 9 and was seen off the west shore of
Thorney Island by Barry Collins on Oct 16 (and I think for a little time thereafter) before appearing at
the mouth of the Langbrook Stream (Langstone South Moors north of the Oysterbeds) on Nov 11. It
took a little time to establish that there was a separate BRANT resident on Farlington Marshes and
that sightings in the area just west of Langstone Bridge between Nov 11 and Nov 26 were of this
'Sussex based' bird of which I have heard nothing positive since then (though within the past week
someone who visits the Langbrook mouth almost daily told me he had seen it 'recently'). So the hunt
is now on to see if there are only two Brant in our harbours or if there are three with one still in the
Oysterbeds/South Moors area.
......Other interesting news from Sussex for Jan 15 is of 2 SNOW BUNTING on East Head, 2 SMEW on
Runcton Lake at Chichester where Alistair Martin saw one on Jan 12 (no one has given the sex of
these birds - I assume they are redheads), and a LONG TAILED DUCK on Ivy Lake with the pair of
elusive RUDDY DUCK. From Pagham harbour we are given a first clue to the whereabouts of
GLAUCOUS GULL which is, I think, a regular sight in the afternoons - as might be expected it is to
be looked for in the big gull roost just inside the harbour entrance. One PURPLE SANDPIPER is still
in the Church Norton area and a Great Northern Diver (no big white bill) just offshore. For those
planning a trip to the Cat and Canary pub at Henfield take note that the Cattle Egret was not seen on
Saturday (but may well still be lurking).
Brian Fellows has just sent me an updated table of Egret roost counts (figures from Barry Collins) for

each month from Jan 1991 to Jan 2000 (we are still waiting for the Dec 1999 count if any). The peak
count usually occurs in Aug or Sept with a minimum in May June (last year that minimum was never
lower than 10) and the maximimum figures for each year, starting from 1991, read 2, 12, 57, 98, 144,
135, 137, 235, 281. Where will it all end?
Ian Calderwood recently saw a pair of RAVENS near the River Test at Mottisfont and asks if they are
regulars there to which John Clark has replied that he has heard of several sightings in that area this
winter and it may well be that there are several resident pairs in the county to account for the
widespread but infrequent sightings that make the news throughout the past couple of years.
However I bear in mind Occam's razor (The old adage warning us 'not to multiply entities without
necessity' - have I got any of that right?) and prefer to believe that at most two birds are wandering
the county like gipsies, spending brief periods in one place before moving on. The info on which I
base this is a series of sightings which have come to my attention as follows:- Jan 10 1999, one at
Needs Ore; Feb 15, one at Old Winchester Hill; April 28, two at Rowlands Castle backed up by a late
report of two over Stansted Forest in March; then nothing until Aug 30 when two were back at Needs
Ore; Sept 4, two over Leigh Park in Havant; Sept 25 (and 27?), two at the Lower Test reserve; Oct
15, one back at Stansted Forest; Dec 18, one at Crockford Bridge near Beaulieu; Dec 31, two over
Avon Causeway; and on Jan 1 2000 two were seen over the River Itchen at Highbridge near
Eastleigh. If these are all sighting of just two birds there is plenty of scope for them to have put in
several appearances at Mottisfont. I see from the 1998 Hampshire Bird Report that there were 44
records of Hampshire Ravens submitted for that year, and no doubt the dozen or so records that I
know of for 1999 will turn out to be perhaps 100 that are sent in to John Clark, but looking at the 44
for 1998 none were in different parts of the county on the same day ...
Trevor Carpenter today saw a redhead GOOSANDER with 7 Goldeneye in Haslar Lake at Gosport, a
good 1,500 metres east of the Anglesey Lake end of this creek where Nick Mills saw one Goosander
and 8 Goldeneye a week earlier.
Simon Woolley today saw the female VELVET SCOTER which has been showing in the Hythe Marina
area for several days now (there was also a single sighting of a male in nearby Dibden Bay on Jan
14)
SAT 15 JAN
John Chapman was in the Forestside area of Stansted Forest today and enjoyed the sight of a
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER before, in his words .. 'The real drama, however, was seeing a
Robin taken by a female Sparrowhawk right under my nose. The Robin popped up on a low bramble
branch not three yards from me and "ticked" twice. There was a crash behind it, and a female
Sparrowhawk burst through the bushes and seized it. The branch was so thin that the hawk ended
on the ground, wings spread, before she dashed off along the ride with the Robin in her claws.'
......Yesterday (Jan 14) John was at Eastney and saw 30 to 40 KNOT feeding in the mud of the 'Glory
Hole' (Eastney Lake at SZ 678996)
Few birders will have seen WATER RAIL in flight (the nearest I got to seeing one was to find its corpse
at the base of the glass side to the IBM HQ building at Cosham where the moonlight reflected in the
glass must have looked like open water to the bird until it was too late to slam on the brakes). Brian
Fellows and nine members of the Havant Evening Class group did see one flying at Fishbourne
today after hearing it calling from within the reeds around the sewage works, and they also saw a
KINGFSHER fly along the inlet on the east side of the channel south of the church and north of the
sewage works. Out on the main channel were 12 smart PINTAIL and there were plenty of waders
and gulls to be seen as the falling tide uncovered their feeding grounds. Returning from Dell Quay to
Fishbourne Church they had to run the gauntlet of some 200 Rooks and other corvids which seemed
determined to inflict serious damage on them as the passed (Brian thinks they are based in a
rookery at SU 843040 above a local Nursing Home, so perhaps they carry in them the crotchety
spirits of the elderly inhabitants shouting to be let out of their failing bodies?)
Today's pager news is from Langstone Harbour where a SHORT EARED OWL was over the marshes
again with 3 PEREGRINE overhead and 3 Little Stint on the lake; from Southampton Water where a
BLACK THROATED DIVER was off Hythe Marina with the Velvet Scoter; and from the Lymington
area where the Marsh Harrier (at Keyhaven) and Long Tailed Duck (at Normandy Lake) are still
being seen but no recent reports of the Smew or Scaup there. Having written that I see that Paul
Winter was at Normandy today and did see the Smew with 3 Slav Grebe and a Great Northern DIver

off shore plus closer views of Dartford Warbler and Kingfisher.
Keith Betton made a swift and successful tour of south Hampshire today, taking in the female Long
Tailed Duck at Normandy and the female Velvet Scoter at Hythe, then managing to penetrate the
Woolston area of Southampton to collect an adult Med Gull before getting to Southsea Castle where
he found 5 PURPLE SANDPIPER and a single SHAG. Lastly Farlington Marshes for the
Ferruginous drake, Black Brant (he's not gone to West Wittering), 3 AVOCET and 1 Little Stint
John Eyre today saw three JACK SNIPE around one small temporary patch of flood water in the Fleet
area this morning and he says that this brings the total of recent sighting thereabouts to 20. John
wonders if this is a good year for them or has he just been lucky. I seem to remember reading
somewhere (no doubt long ago) that people who shoot Snipe regularly find they have about one
Jack Snipe for every 8 Common Snipe, indicating a much higher number of these little birds than
casual observation would suggest - after all these birds are trained to hide until you are about to
tread on them.
A message from Ian Thirlwell, which came in just too late for inclusion in the Friday update, reported a
BUZZARD flying west from Hayling towards Portsea Island (Milton Common) early on Friday
afternoon (Jan 14). I assume this is the bird seen by Tim Lawman eating a rabbit near West Lane on
Hayling on Thursday.
FRI 14 JAN
Two messages today tell of a female BLACK REDSTART showing well among the beach chalets at the
west end of the Titchfield Haven seafront. Peter Morrison reports it along with an 'interesting Pintail
moulting into breeding plumage' but you will have to see the bird to discover what is interesting about
it. Nick Mills also saw the Redstart as well as two WATER RAIL in the swamp near the board walks
(he got there before there was too much disturbance), stocks of Wigeon and Pochard, and a nice
pair of Gadwall. While taking a coffee at the end of his walkabout he was looking from the coffee
shop towards the Isle of Wight and saw a bird heading across the sea towards him with a familiar
'dancey flight' and he just managed to get outdoors as a ringtail HEN HARRIER passed right
overhead about 30 foot up in full sunlight, getting further views of it over the reeds before the crows
drove it off. Looking more closely out to sea he spotted a SHAG as well as a Great Crested Grebe
and 3 Merganser.
Phil Budd took a trip to the Chichester Gravel Pits today and saw the pair of RUDDY DUCK on Ivy Lake,
then stopped off at Farlington Marshes, finding 3 AVOCET on the lake but not spotting the
Ferruginous Duck on the Deeps, on his way home to Southampton. Others were more successful at
Farlington as the pagers report the continuing presence of the FERRUGINOUS DUCK, the BLAKC
BRANT and the PALE BELLIED BRENT as well as the Avocets. They also tell us that Fleet Pond
saw its full house of three BITTERNS today.
Brian Fellows today walked the Emsworth/Westbourne stretch of the River Ems, finding 5 LITTLE
EGRET, seeing one Grey Wagtail and hearing song from Dunnock as well as Robin, Wren, Blue and
Great Tits. In Brook Meadow there was still no sign of the usual winter Chiffchaff. After lunch Brian
returned to the Nutbourne/Prinsted shore and found the lame Black Tailed Godwit still alive in the
Ham Brook stream shore meadow although feeding separately from another ten Godwits (the lame
bird can fly and hopefully feed, but can't keep up with other birds in their perambulations). A single
Fieldfare and the male Stonechat were in this field, and a Sparrowhawk flew over it with no concern
shown by the birds on the ground. A single GREENSHANK was on the spit of Nutbourne Bay and
along the shore towards Prinsted was a flock of just 9 PINTAIL. The 'special field' on the east side of
Prinsted Bay was relatively empty this afternoon - no Brent, just 110 Lapwing and 38 Black Tailed
Godwit.
Russell Wynn still has not spotted the Black Redstart in French Street but does today report Blackcap
and Redpoll in his garden (Highfield area of Southampton) and a distant sighting from Town Quay of
a probable Velvet Scoter across the water near Hythe Marina (plus two Rock Pipits on the quay
whuch they seem to have chosen as their winter quarters)
Brian Fellows reminds us that next Friday (Jan 21) BBC2 will be showing Bill Oddie birding in
Hampshire at 8pm - not to be missed. Other local birding news may come up on Chris Packham's
weekly Wild Watch each Wednesday at 5:30pm (Channel 3).

THU 13 JAN
A really exciting piece of news from Nick Mills was just too late for inclusion in Wedmesday's update walking in the valley of the 'Hook brook' (running from Abshot and Fleetend down to the where the
River Hamble meets the Solent) he heard the far carrying spring call of a LESSER SPOTTED
WOODPECKER, a high pitched 'pe-pe-pe-pe' that could only be confused with an excited Kestrel,
though the woodpecker has more measured, less excited, sound. Nick heard this not far from the
bridge over the stream at the end of Warsash Church Road where Trevor Carpenter recently saw
one of these Woodpeckers, and heard an answering bird in the distance nearer the Church, but on
this occasion Nick did not see the birds. Do listen out for this call in the coming month or so, and
please let us know where you heard one or more of these birds to give an idea of how many there
are in our area.
......In the same valley Nick found the trees full of finches (Goldfinch, Siskin, Redpoll and Bullfinch
totalling around 200 birds), and when he reached the shore he was confronted with an
Oystercatcher whose breast had been spray painted with a red band above a yellow band (hopefully
Pete Potts will know 'who dun it'). Later he came on 5 DUNLIN with similar markings.
A phone call from Barry Collins today gave me the latest count of 143 for the Thorney Island EGRET
roost (recorded on Jan 10). This is a significant increase on the previous week's count of 128 but
there has been a much more significant increase in the size of the winter flock of CORN BUNTINGS
on Thorney - Barry reckons there are 41 of them present at the moment.
Alistair Martin visited Black Point today and found a RAZORBILL in the main harbour entrance channel.
Yesterday he was at the Chichester gravel pits watching a single SMEW on Runcton Lake (SU
878032) and also enjoying the sight of two KINGFISHERS flying over Ivy Lake where he did not see
with the Black Throated Diver nor any Ruddy Duck. Alistair also passed on some Hayling Island
news that he had just heard from Tim Lawman of a BUZZARD seen eating a rabbit close to the south
end of West Lane (around SU 714006) - probably seen today.
Walking across the South Moors today I enjoyed the colour of a male BULLFINCH still enjoying last
summer’s blackberries – it spent some time on a blackberry bush seemingly taking the seeds from
berries which had not fallen to the ground. Continuing to the Budds Farm pools I found the seaward
pool partly drained and a dozen SHOVELER and 43 TEAL feeding on the residual ‘soup of sewage’.
Down by the sewage outfall in the harbour I could not see the Common Sandpiper which Alistair
Martin saw on Tuesday but did see a Cormorant (no grey head) take off to reveal the standard white
‘thigh roundels’ of breeding plumage (I’m sure others must have already seen them but no one has
as yet said so). Walking back along the South Moors shore with the tide rising I had good views of
waders – Turnstone, Dunlin, Oystercatcher, Curlew, Grey Plover and Redshank with a couple of
Egrets, perhaps four Rock Pipit and up to 80 Wigeon (40 of them with one Merganser at the mouth of
the Langbrook).
Brian Fellows visited the Nutbourne/Prinsted shore this afternoon starting from Prinsted where the field
on the east side of the bay had its expected crowd of Brent, Black Tailed Godwit, Lapwing,
Oystercatcher, Redshank and Curlew. At Nutbourne Bay the spit was crowded with Dunlin, Grey
Plover and other waders and on the water were 20 Wigeon, 5 Goldeneye and a few Teal. Many
more Teal were in the Ham Brook shore field with a dozen Brent and a few waders including a Black
Tailed Godwit which was having difficulty in standing and eventually gave up the struggle, trying to
feed from a sitting position. When on its legs it showed a white ring on its upper right leg so it may be
possible to discover its age. At the end of this visit 26 FIELDFARE settled in the meadow.
The only new entry on the Sussex website was dated Jan 12 and reported that the 'Cattle Egret was still
at Henfield yesterday (Jan 11) by R Adur near New Inn Farm (TQ 191151). Park by Cat & Canary
pub in Church St, Henfield and follow Downs Link footpath down to river to view.'
In the Meon Valley the place for birding today was The Shoe pub at Exton according to Nick Mills who
watched a LITTLE EGRET in the Meon while supping a pint before going to Old Winchester Hill.
There he saw a Chiffchaff in the yew trees on the north side of the hill and found a large flock of
Chaffinch in a field edge - but no Brambling nor Buzzard.
In Emsworth the finches are fleeing the fields and heading for the gardens - or at least Brian Fellows
yesterday counted 34 Greenfinch in his garden. He wonders if they are fleeing those carnivorous
Goldfinch?

WED 12 JAN
Along with the comforting daily confirmation from the pagers that the young drake FERRUGINOUS
DUCK is still at the Farlington Deeps today comes another sighting of a GREAT NORTHERN DIVER
in Southampton Water off Hythe marina and first time news of a VELVET SCOTER (female) in that
same area. Last Sunday Phil Budd was in the Town Quay area of Southampton and watched a
BLACK REDSTART 'picking flies off the sunny side of an old wall' in French Street. If Russell Wynn
takes a few minutes off from his sea watching maybe he too can spot this bird and tell us its sex.
I wonder how many readers of this website recall a book called "Birds of the Wayside and Woodland"
that was very popular in the 1940s and 50s, based on T A Coward's earlier "Birds of the British Isles"
and edited (after Coward's death) by ENID BLYTON? It has excellent illustrations, very good text
and covers almost all the species but the reason for mentioning this book is not to advertise it but
because the title immediately came into my mind when reading a note from David Parker describing
the sight of a TAWNY OWL flying across the road through Stansted Forest as he set off for work
early this morning, and then thinking of the BARN OWL which Mike Collins saw crossing the same
route to Chichester a mile or so further on only a couple of days earlier.
......Enid Blyton was a far better and more precise writer than I could ever be so she would never have
written the sentence in which I (see Jan 8) described the feeding habits of Goldfinch, saying .. 'Most
Goldfinch at this time of year seem to feed on Alder cones, often mixed up with Siskin, but I too have
once or twice seen them trying the nutfeeder after visiting the garden in search of other seeds'. Colin
Law is, I am sure, not the only person to be amused by this 'new to science' announcement of the
carnivorous tendency of Goldfinch - I realise now that they probably also eat Greenfinch as I have
seen them make very aggressive moves towards these bigger finches. While still on the subject of
garden birds and the meaning of words used to describe them I have a note today passing on news
from someone with a garden in the Denvilles area of Havant which says that 'he had 2 female
Blackcap in his garden for the first time this winter yesterday (Jan 11)' Sounds precise but knowing
that he had reported his first male Blackcap in that garden on Dec 9 I am left wondering if the first
aspect was 'female Blackcap' or '2 female Blackcap' - precise communication is a difficult art.
While exploring paths in the Fishbourne area today Brian Fellows discovered something which I did not
know, that from the main A259 road at the west end of Fishbourne (opposite the junction with the
major road going north to the Roman Palace) you can at this time of year see the west end of the
Fishbourne Mill Pond and on it were a pair of GADWALL and a Little Grebe
As I arrived at the seaward end of Pook Lane between Langstone and Warblington Church this
afternoon a strong south west wind was blowing a flock of 350 Brent and 24 Wigeon against the sea
wall on the high tide, and when my appearance disturbed them they reversed their normal routine of
flying from the land to the sea for safety and all the geese took off and landed in the adjacent shore
field in which they frequently feed. Their use of this field is also a departure from their normal
preference for feeding on young cereal crops (or fresh young grass like that growing on the recently
added bare topsoil at the Broadmarsh playing fields this winter), as this field has well established
meadow grass ready to give lush grazing to cattle. Continuing east across the farm fields I found
another 550 Brent on young cereal in the large field north of the Church Path, and turning up the
Selangor Avenue path I found 16 EGRETS in one of their favourite winter habitats – the quagmire of
mud churched up be cattle around their feeding trough (with the cattle present). A maximum of 27
Egrets have been seen in this field this winter, and I got close to that total when I added on another 9
Egrets around a similar active cattle trough in the field west of Church Lane and south of the road
connecting it to Pook Lane.
TUE 11 JAN
Under a heading for Sunday 9 Jan the Sussex website reports 'Still about 128 Little Egrets roosting at
Thorney', and goes on to report the items below ...
......In November there were up to 50 WOODLARK in the Coates Common area (square SU 9917) with
over 30 CROSSBILL and last Sunday (Jan 9) there were still at least 26 Woodlark and 20 Crossbills
with 2 BRAMBLING also present. Not far east of these birds 32 BEWICK'S SWANS could be seen
just north of Greatham Bridge on the River Arun with single LONG TAILED DUCK and BLACK
TAILED GODWIT. To the south of them near Amberley village a BARN OWL was seen along with a
lone Egret and 2 WHOOPER SWANS (there have been up to 5 Whoopers here and they are I think
wild birds unlike the loner near Henfield which is still present along with the CATTLE EGRET). Down

in Pagham Harbour a PURPLE SANDPIPER was in an unusual place on the end of Church Norton
spit (I assume this to mean the gravel bank close to the church)
My weekly round of fields in the mid-Hayling area between Fleet village and Gutner Point checking on
any land feeding Brent Geese had an unexpected bonus today as I was walking through the
Northwood Farm yard. Just before reaching the farm a flock of 25 REDWING flew over, landing
momentarily in a treetop, and while I was still listening for their calls and hoping for some Fieldfare I
heard overhead the unmistakeable sound which Colin Law describes as the ‘popping of minature
champagne corks’ as two small birds landed in the top of an oak tree. I could not get close enough
for a close view but I could see they were of an overall brownish colour and had the well rounded
outline of CORN BUNTINGS. I suspect these were temporary visitors from the small flock on
Thorney Island but I will be listening out for them here on future visits.
Brian Fellows was in Portsmouth today and saw two SHAG fishing near the Hayling Ferry pontoon on
the Eastney side (with a Cormorant for comparison). Brian comments .. 'Their patchy brown
underparts suggests that these were immature birds. Apart from size the most striking difference
between the two species was the substantial leap made by the Shag prior to diving, whereas the
Cormorant tends to slide under the water.' Before reaching the end of Ferry Road Brian followed
that section of it which goes around the north side of the flats to the west of Langstone Marina,
running along the southern shore of Eastney Lake (the old Glory Hole) at its western end, and on the
mud found 28 KNOT feeding among the Brent, Shelduck, Curlew and Dunlin (In past years there
have also been a few sighting of Yellow Legged Gull here). These are the first KNOT I have heard of
this winter near the harbour mouth - in the past you could always rely on a flock of 100 or 200 feeding
north of Sinah Warren and roosting at the mouth of the Kench on the HHS side, but for the past
couple of winters these birds have changed their habits and now seem to prefer the north of the
harbours. Before going to Eastney Brian found the Southsea Canoe Lake Swan herd down to 51
birds (thoughts of holding territory will be dragging many away from the winter flocks now) and
spotted another grey-headed cormorant at Southsea Castle.
Alistair Martin was in the Budds Farm area today, finding a few Chiffchaff and many Tits along its west
side bordering the Brockhampton Stream. Continuing round the shore he found four Rock Pipit near
the sewage outfall and a COMMON SANDPIPER on the shore. Hardly anything was to be seen on
the Budds Farm pools but on the South Moors around the Tamarisk Pool both Green Sandpiper and
Snipe were to be seen. Last Sunday (Jan 9) Alistair and Jeni had a more exciting encounter, getting
within 100 yards of the CATTLE EGRET at Henfield and noting .. 'The books do not seem to
differentiate between sexes but this appeared to have the plumage described for a winter adult dark greyish legs, yellow bill (the jowl prominent beneath it) and there was a definite though slight
buff/orange patch to the top of the head.' Stopping off at Greatham Bridge on the way home they not
only saw the Long Tailed Duck and some Bewick's but also a LITTLE GULL which no one else has
reported to my knowledge.
A WOODLARK and a CROSSBILL both flew over Fleet Pond today according to the pagers which
reported 2 Bittern there.
MON 10 JAN
John Clark visited the Avon Valley yesterday (Jan 9) to find it still extensively flooded. In the five
kilometre stretch south from Matchams Viewpoint to Sopley he record the following approximate
counts: Cormorant 141 (roost at Avon), Black-headed Gull 6900, Wigeon 3800, Teal 738, Shoveler
40, Lapwing 1830, Greylag 230, Pintail 337, Canada 75. White-fronts not found, Black-tailed Godwit
only 1 (despite 300 reported a few days ago). Going north to the Blashford Lakes (where he was
unable to cover the whole area) he found Great Crested Grebe 61, Canada 251, Wigeon 73 (very
low due to high nos. on floods), Gadwall 413, Teal 53, Shoveler 23, Pochard 428, Tufted Duck 311,
Goldeneye 22, Goosander 5, Coot 800. Further north there were 29 adult Bewicks at Ibsley but
hardly any other birds on the flooded river margins north of Ringwood John comments that this has
been true for the past ten years with no apparent reason.
Driving along the Emsworth Common Road from Aldsworth to Funtington early this morning on his way
to work Mike Collins saw a BARN OWL fly across the road in the section between the B2147 going
north to Walderton and Marlpit Lane. He recalls seeing one cross the road at roughly the same spot
last June giving hope that it will continue to avoid death on the road which brings down so many of
these lovely birds. Mike also noted a ringed Rock Pipit on the Budds Farm outfall recently - I wonder

how the building work at Budds Farm has affected the regular bird ringing that used to take place
within the sewage works area? Going back to New Year's Day Mike had no difficulty in seeing
KITTIWAKES which sat patiently on the water around his boat (a few miles out to sea) waiting for
bait scraps.
Pager news from someone who was at Farlington Marshes yesterday (Jan 9) reports a SHORT
EARED OWL there as well as 2 Peregrine and a Merlin. Little Stint were seen but no Avocet (though
David Parker saw both of them that day), and out in the Langstone Channel east of the islands
someone saw 13 Black Necked Grebe. Pager news for Saturday (Jan 8) came from the Lymington
area where two TWITE were seen on the fence around the Normandy lagoon and a Red Necked
Grebe was seen offshore with at least six Slavs. Also on Saturday Russell Wynn saw 2 Buzzards
and a Merlin at Cheesefoot Head, and on Sunday he went to Eyeworth Pond at Fritham in the New
Forest where there were 12 MANDARIN and later heard Crossbill in Milkham Inclosure at the head
of the Linford valley. Back at work at Southampton Town Quay this morning Russell saw a distant
Diver unidentifiable in the fog (On Sunday Ian Watts had seen one Great Northern Diver off Netley
and also seen the Woolston adult Med Gull)
Brian Fellows found the BLACK SWAN back on the Emsworth Mill Pond this morning and prior to that
Anne de Potier has heard that at New Year it and some other Swans moved south from Cutmill
Creek, where it could be seen from the main road, down into the Bosham Village area (School Rythe
- not on my map but at a guess the main inlet south of Bosham Quay). The Black Swan probably
brought some of its friends with it as the Emsworth count is now up to 74 (only 45 last week) - the
whole Swan population is beginning to become fairly mobile now as the pairs that will be breeding go
back to guard their territories and last year's cygnets exercise their wings to explore the world. The
GOOSANDER was also at the Mill Pond but could easily have been overlooked as it lay sunning
itself among a group of Mallard on the wall of Tenerife Cottage.
......Earlier in the morning Brian was at Baffins Pond from which the miscellaneous feral geese are still
missing (just one Barnacle Goose left there, and that has no left foot). Tufted Duck were up to 58
(equalling the highest number ever recorded there) and 28 Shoveler were present. Of three
CORMORANT on the pond one had a very grey head and Brian asks the rhetorical question as to
why so many are now being seen in this plumage to which I would reply that spring is coming - what
I find odd is that no one has yet reported the white 'thigh roundel' which make the other essential part
of a breeding cormorants spring plumage. Not far from Baffins pond there was a record flock of 870
BRENT on the fields set aside for them by Portsmouth City - it appears the geese really have got the
message now and have even deserted the nearby Sixth Form College fields by the Eastern Road in
favour of this fresh grass.
David Parker was amused on Saturday to see a Sparrowhawk perching on the head of an ornamental
OWL in his Forestside garden. When the hawk was not present he had MARSH TIT coming to the
feeders throughout the weekend and also enjoyed visits from 2 Treecreeper and a Nutchatch. On
Sunday he visited Farlington Marshes and saw the Ferruginous Duck at the Deeps and the 2 Avocet
at the Lake
At the start of Kevin Stouse's round Thorney walk yesterday a flock of 20 GADWALL on the water of
Emsworth Harbour aroused much interest, especially when the redhead GOOSANDER was seen to
the east of them (presumably near the entrance to the Marina and Slipper Pond). The Great Deeps
had 7 GREENSHANK but little else (4 Egrets and a few Wigeon). Going south through the military
fence they found a WHIMBREL at Wickor Point, pretty well where one had been seen on the
equivalent walk a year before, and at Longmere Point (the south east tip of the island just north of
Pilsey and giving views over the Thorney Channel east of the island) they saw 8 EIDER on the sea
(including one male) and had both a ringtail HEN HARRIER and a party of 5 CORN BUNTING flying
over them during the lunch break. Sad to say the interest that would have been expected in past
years on the Pilsey Sands and Pilsey Island was non-existent as a result of many walkers and dogs
(presumably from the resident Army families) - looking out to sea beyond the sands (and into the
light) a DIVER was seen but could not be indentified (Kevin thinks it was not Great Northern).
Continuing north past the church 2 AVOCET were seen in the Stanbury Point area but no Owls were
hunting over the Thornham Marshes (possibly because volunteers had been working on the new
hide, though I doubt that would have prevented the owls from working part of the area - they were
probably still snoozing).

Just possibly the SHORT EARED OWLS which have not been seen on Thornham Marshes in the past
few days have moved across the water to Hayling – at any rate one was seen last Friday (Jan 7) over
the fields bordering West Lane as Rosemary Webb drove past.
A walk from Havant through Langstone to the North Hayling fields and Oysterbeds today found the
family of six PALE BELLIED BRENT in the northern pools (visible from the Billy Line) of the Hayling
Oysterbeds at high tide early this afternoon. Before spotting them I had been fascinated by the
aerial display of 5,000 plus Dunlin and the more precise flying of a Kestrel above the nearby field (in
which I could only see the male of the Stonechat pair today). Over by the Post House hotel I counted
520 Brent feeding on the grass of the field between the Bridge House Farm and the hotel, and during
the walk as a whole I heard at least four singing SONG THRUSH and watched what I think was the
first 'pair' of LONG TAILED TITS in Wade Lane (earlier I had seen the usual small flock of eight or
more but these two seemed to have no companions and were happily feeding side by side). One
other observation today which may be of interest was the sight of two quite separate CORMORANT
flying purposefully inland over Havant (one went over my garden in the morning) - in view of news of
Newts returning to garden ponds do these birds know of interesting new sources of tasty food?
PLANTS:

THU 13 JAN
A walk across the South Moors today took me close to the flowering GOAT WILLOW in the Southmoor
Lane hedgerow so I went over to get a closer look from the old IBM playng fields side of the hedge
and there, in full flower below the Willow, was a plant of STICKY GROUNDSEL. On nearby Budds
Mound it seemed to me that the buds on the Wych Elm tree at the head of the steps up from the
sewage outfall were getting very close to bursting open, and in Mill Lane on the way home I found
two Sweet Violet flowers where previously I had only seen one.
Nigel Johnson today gave me a better clue to the location of the WILD DAFFODIL shoots which the
Evening Class group believe they found on last Saturday's walk. It seems that as they were walking
north east up the small stream that runs close to their meeting place at the Woodend carpark they
saw a notice asking them them 'Not to pick the wildflowers' and assuming there must be something
interesting to pick in that vicinity they assumed that a mass of Daffodil shoots just emerging from the
ground between the houses at Woodend and the stream were Wild Daffodils, which they well may
be - but knowing that Stan Rickard, the ex-Forester of these woods, lives in one of the adjacent
houses I wonder if these might be part of the fruit of his retirement? So we now know roughly where
to look (SU 595134) but cannot be certain that these are wild plants. While on the subject of Daffodils
I today saw the first closed flower bud on a garden plant - who will be the first to see one open?
WED 12 JAN
DOG’S MERCURY male flowers were just starting to open in Pook Lane at Warblington today (many
feathery fingers of unopened buds among which I found just one open flower) and in Warblington
Cemetery I found just a single bud (the petals had emerged from the calyx to show their colour but
they were not open) on IVY LEAVED SPEEDWELL. These were just two of 20 flowering plants seen
on this afternoon’s walk, but despite diligent searching of Alder trees in the Warblington Farm fields
I could not find a single open catkin. On a sadder note I came home from my walk to find a DAWN
REDWOOD tree, planted only a few years ago to enhance the frontage of the only house in our road
which is used as offices, had been cut down – apparently to satisfy the needs of the motor car and
allow an car exit as well as the existing entrance. Planted for commercial kudos this lovely tree has
been suffered the penalty of standing in the way of commercial expansion.
TUE 11 JAN
Walking down the narrow footpath leading from Woodgason Lane on Hayling to the shore north of
Verner Common one plant of PRIMROSE had three flowers open but the Hedgerow Cranesbill in
Bosmere Road (Eastoke area of South Hayling) whose flowers have delighted me for weeks during
the winter has finally given up the struggle and I could see no flowers today. HAZEL bushes with
fully open catkins are now a common sight but two fresh flowers of MEADOW BUTTERCUP in the
Fleet village carpark (off end of Copse Lane) were a notable new sight. Finally, the RED DEAD
NETTLE plants in Castleman’s Lane are still sporting a good show of pure white flowers. Yesterday
Rosemary Webb commented adversely on the planting of a long line of conifers along the southern
edge of the Seafront Road east from Beachlands funfair to the Coastguard Station near Eastoke

Corner and today I noticed the offending objects all carefully hidden by wrap-around black plastic in
their individual wooden stockades (driving along this road in previous weeks I probably mistook them
for a new line of litter bins – you can hardly see the tips of the trees). It will be interesting to discover
the species planted here – in 50 years time a line of umbrella-shaped STONE PINES could add an
elegant feeling of a Mediterranean shore (we have just one specimen of this tree on Hayling shading
the Black Point Sailing Club carpark) but some other species could not only block the seaview for the
houses which now have an open view over the English Channel, but could create a hazard for
drivers alternately exposed to sunahine and shade as they drive along the regular line.
MON 10 JAN
Gary Stevens was walking in Barnett's Copse (SU 7416, the northernmost point of Rowlands Castle
civil parish) and came on two or three flowering PRIMROSE today. He says that extensive
tree-felling is going on here which sounds as if lots more light should be getting in to this fertile soil to
give us many more spring flowers, but he is concerned with the great amount of 'litter' left in the
wake of the huge machine which cuts down each tree and strips all unwanted material from it on the
spot before delivering a 'saw-mill ready' tree-trunk to the waiting transporters. No doubt the wheels
of such a machine do further damage by compaction of the soil (though I have seen on TV a version
of such a machine that propels itself on eight independently operated 'walking legs' which minimises
damage to the soil).
Yesterday Rosemary Webb was at Selborne and found flowers on STINKING HELLEBORE – no doubt
it will not be long before the Green Hellebore flowers can be seen in Woodlands Lane leading from
Walderton to Stansted House.
The only new flower added to my year list today was one SCARLET PIMPERNEL bloom on the earth
mound at the Hayling Oysterbeds.
INSECTS:

MON 10 JAN
Last Saturday’s sunshine (Jan 8) brought out a PEACOCK butterfly in the cathedral close at Chichester
where it was seen by Rosemary Webb. Such early emergence is usally fatal to the insect
concerned, but Rosemary says there was much Winter Jasmine in flower here offering a faint hope
of sustenance, and there are of course in such a place many crevices for the insect to hide from
bitter night frost.
OTHER WILDLIFE:

FRI 14 JAN
Brian Fellows was walking the seawall between Prinsted and Nutbourne this afternoon and was
surprised to see a COMMON SEAL watching him from the water. To my knowledge there have been
no sightings of Seals in Chichester Harbour since Trevor Carpenter saw one at the Pilsey Sands on
Dec 5th, and I have not heard of any in Langstone Harbour this winter (where last winter one of them
took a fancy to duck dinners and munched several Merganser and Goldeneye).
THU 13 JAN
If you follow Newtown Road at Warsash south past the College of Navigation it becomes Hook Park
Road and crosses the Hook Brook by a bridge from which Nick Mills can usually see a shoal of tiny
Roach in the water but yesterday the only fish to be seen was a solitary GOLDFISH. I know that
when tiny Terrapins bought to amuse the kids grow big enough to bite off the children's fingers the
normal reaction of the parennts is to dump the creatures in the nearest pond where there is plenty of
wildlife to be eaten by these killers, and I can only assume that somewhere in the Warsash area a
hungry Goldfish, having devoured the domestic cat, was about to start on the children when Dad
decided enough was enough and emptied the goldfish bowl in the local stream. The change in
temperature would have killed any normal pet fish, but not our 'Gold-jaws' which ate the roach to
maintain its body temperature and is clearly waiting for the first birder to fall in as he tries to
photograph that Cetti's Warbler which used to show itself on the handrail of this bridge.
WED 12 JAN
Years ago, when I was keen enough to drive off at midnight on a 330 mile charge around Hampshire
with a team of day-listers, our first encounter with wildlife was to find ourselves in the middle of a

group of more than half a dozen BADGERS as we rounded a sharp bend in the road near
Finchdean, and to hear a heavy thump as one Badger hit the car. Luckily no corpse or injured
Badger could be seen (and their skulls are a lot tougher than any crash helmet) so we did not have to
make a midnight animal hospital run. Much more pleasant was the sight of a BADGER crossing the
road in Stansted Forest, seen clearly and safely in the headlights, by David Parker's wife as she
drove home last night, and this morning David himself saw a Fox cross the same road as he set out
to work. I hope neither of them encounter the much swifter, heavier, and more erratic, Fallow Deer
charging across the road - much more certainly they will soon be weaving around the Frogs and
Toads near the Brickkiln Ponds. (Still no news of Frogspawn)
TUE 11 JAN
Richard Moore was surprised to find EARTH STARS (described in Roger Phillips book as fruiting in the
autumn) freshly flourishing near Hindhead last weekend, and was the more pleased to find they
were the less common GEASTRUM TRIPLEX species. When Rosemary Webb heard of this she
was not too surprised as she has found them continuing to appear right through this winter on her
regular visits to the Head Down woodland above Buriton.
MON 10 JAN
John Goodspeed has heard from a Cosham resident that two ALBINO SQUIRRELS are still active in
that area and have been seen within the past few days. Of more general interest is news of a female
squirrel already collecting nest material for her breeding drey – I believe that it is for this purpose that
Grey Squirrels do the most damage to trees, tearing long strips of fresh young bark from trees in a
way that removes complete rings of bark from all around the trunk leading to certain death for the
wood above the ring.
As usual at this time of year there are plenty of fresh molehills to be seen, arousing my curiosity as to
what causes this excess of activity. One factor must be the very wet ground which threatens to
drown poor mole, or at all bring about the collapse of his tunnels, if he sticks to the damper ground
which offered the only source of worms at the end of a summer in which much of the soil was rock
hard and wormless. Another factor may be last year's young moles now setting out to establish their
own territories, though my understanding is that one of the rules of mole-life is 'one tunnel holds just
one mole' so presumably the young born last spring would have set up their own runs before the
summer. A more likely reason for activity in new areas at this time of year is the search for a mate although the pair only meet up for a brief period in February or March I can imagine young males
setting out on long nocturnal overland journeys at this time of year in order to discover the
whereabouts of females (no doubt detectable by scent to a mole nose) and then settting up their own
new tunnels in an area from which they can break into the female's run when the time comes.

COMMENTS:
16 Jan 00 - from Ralph Hollins - Some thoughts on the recording of wildlife
God alone knows the details of all the living creatures in a given place, and their interactions with each
other and with the inanimate features of that place. We cannot possibly observe more than a tiny
fraction of what is going on around us, nor understand the implications of the changes brought about
by their actions. Nevertheless it in our long term interests to try to do so if we are to avoid
deterioration in our environment, making it a less pleasurable place to live and less able to support
us with 'the necessities of life'.
Our best chance of learning useful information about our environment comes from well organised
scientific studies, and we should always contribute to these where possible, but there are good
reasons for also putting our efforts into less formal individual projects. We all make better observers
for formal studies if we have spent time learning the trade of wildlife observer and recorder, and we
all get more enjoyment out of our wildlife observations if we have a mental framework into which we
can slot new observations to complete the jig-saw of life around us. And whatever interest we pursue
the more we put into it the more we get out of it...
So, if you are one of those 'perpetual students' of wildlife, always learning more about the identification
of species and absorbing other people's interpretation of their behaviour and interaction, the start of
this millenium is a good time to start using the information you have gained and building up your own
bank of experience.
Each one of you will have different interests, skills and tools with which to make a start, and all I want to
do here is to give my opinion on some good principles to follow and some pitfalls into which you may
be led.
The first principle is every day in which you do not make and record some observations of wildlife is a
day lost from your life. Not everyone is able to choose to spend several hours of each day in one of
those 'wildlife hotspots' where we would all like to be (until we become bored with them and want to
be 'somewhere else'), but most of us can manage 15 minutes in the garden or local park, hopefully
varying the location by exploring the areas in which our daily life takes us.
The second principle is that when we see something of interest it is good to be able to record the day
(most of us can do that) and the place (in a way which would enable someone unfamiliar with the
area to find it - it continually surprises me how vague are the descriptions people give me of where
they saw something). I strongly urge anyone setting out to record wildlife to take with them a large
scale (1:25,000) map and a device for instantly reading a six figure map reference from it (the best
form of this device is the pair of numbered scales which come on the clear plastic baseplate of an
'orienteering compass' - by placing the top right corner of the baseplate on the map, at the spot you
wish to reference, the points at which the two scales cross the nearest 1 km square lines on the map
tell you the third and sixth digit needed for the reference, the other digits are printed on the map
against the grid lines on it). Most observations passed to me have a placename rather than a map
reference, and this is perfectly satisfactory when the place is small and unmistakeable, but not very
helpful when it is e.g. 'Thorney Island' or 'Farlington Marshes' which both cover large areas and
include things seen far out from the shore, or some place for which each person has their own clear
and precise definition of the location, but each person's definition differs from all the others (try
comparing a few people's versions of 'Hayling Beachlands' - I recently asked the Beachlands
Manager what his definition was and he said it started at Sandy Point at the end of the promenade in
the east and ended at the eastern golf club fence in the west, excluding all the land and shore owned
by the Golf Club. He did not mention Sinah Warren).
In my opinion it is more important to carry a map at all times than to carry your field-guides (if you don't

recognise what you see it is in any case important to write/draw the salient features in your notebook
before looking at the book). Other very good reasons for carrying a map are of course to know
where you are and how to get back to your base, but you may also be surprised what happens if you
let your eyes do the walking, tracing various routes, and then explore those routes on foot.
The third principle is to have a plan for what you are going to record. In the absence of such a plan it is
easy to wander along waiting for something dramatic to appear and it never does so you come home
with an empty notebook. I suggest that, having planned your walk route, you also mark several
places on it as 'recording points', and when you get there you painstakingly write down every bird,
insect and flowering plant you can see around you. Immediately you start to do this questions will
come into your mind and exciting new things will often come to your attention. For example, a large
flock of gulls is just that to the 'inactive observer', but as soon as you become active and start
working through the flock, counting the number of birds of each species, you may well be surprised
to spot unusual birds (not only gulls) - and the counting is not the important part though a reasonably
accurate record is interesting, what is important is that you look at the birds individually in detail, not
as a boring white blot on the landscape. Exactly the same happens when you begin to record the
common weeds around you ...
Fourthly, and quite enough for this comment, record what you observe in a way that is communicable to
others and in a way that allows you to retrieve what you have recorded rapidly and in context with
other observations. What I write in these diary pages hopefully has a purpose in passing on news to
others and arousing their interest in places and things which they may not yet have enjoyed for
themselves, but it is not a satisfactory way of recording - for reasons of space I can only record a few
selected observation, and I would bore the reader to death if I included all the data that should be
recorded (for example, especially here on the county boundary, it is important to record which county
each observation was made in - just think how tedious Brian Fellows notes of birds seen in
Emsworth harbour would be if they were all clearly divided into Hampshire and Sussex
observations). Regardless of what method of recording you use, if each observation has as a
minimum not only the species, number of individuals, and their 'activity status' (e.g.
breeding/wintering/flowering/caterpillar), but also the date, precise location (e.g. county and grid
reference), and any relevant comments, you will not only have a set of data useful for your own
purposes but also transmittable with minimal reformatting to other recorders (for county bird and
plant records or specific surveys). A good home-made card index is just as good as a computer,
though the computer is incredibly much faster at both input and retrieval of data. A final word about
computers - they are there to serve, not to be masters, so don't tell me you can only use them to
record in the way that someone else has decided is the 'right way' even though it does not suit you.
Good luck to you if you decide to have a go at observing and recording - and don't forget that I am very
interested in having all your observations of wildlife within a radius of twenty or thirty miles around
Havant, though it will only be practical for you to let me have them if you do have a computer and
access to the internet (and if you do I may well be able to provide you with a programme that aids
your own recording as well as preparing lists of observations in a way that suits me - if you want to try
it all you have to do is ask - it comes with species lists for this area, allowing you to select each
species by typing in a minimal part of its English or Latin name, or by its to or four letter code).
BIRDS:

SUN 9 JAN
Brian Fellows visited Titchfield Haven today to check out the 'new age traveller' geese which arrived on
the reserve on Dec 26 and have been seen every day except of course today when Brian hoped to
see if they looked like the birds which have recently left Baffins Pond. The number of Barnacle
Geese and their association with a Snow Goose suggested they were the Baffins birds, as did the
presence of a 'hybrid Goose' (possibly part Bar-Headed) but at Titchfield there has been a genuine
Bar Headed with them and that was not in the party as last seen at Baffins (though there was one
there earlier in the year). The annoyance at not seeing his old friends was exacerbated when Brian
found the hides packed with 'beginner birders' and helpful wardens explaining to them what each

bird was, but he did enjoy plenty of good birds including Kingfisher, 20 Gadwall and lots of very
handsome Teal (no doubt even noisier than the wardens with the lovely musical 'belling'). What's
more he answered the question which arose in my mind when he was at Prinsted and found a flock
of 234 Black Tailed Godwit - not knowing the count at Titchfield Haven I did wonder if this threatened
the supremacy of the Haven as 'the winter site for Blackwits' - I need not have worried that Sussex
could come up to Hampshire standards as there were 470 of them at the Haven on Dec 31 (but,
knowing Brian was coming, none at all today - though as Brian only visited the hides within the
reserve their is every chance that both Godwits and Geese were in the fields further north)
Pager news for Hampshire today, courtesy of Paul Winter, reports the expected birds in the Lymington
area with the addition of 2 JACK SNIPE spotted at Sturt Pond (SZ 296912 where the Milford on Sea
shore becomes Hurst Spit). Also here the adult Med Gull that frequents the shore carpark was today
in a field near the pond. At Farlington also the usual birds were showing (Ferruginous Duck, Black
Brant and 2 Avocet) while the dusk flypast of BITTERNS at Fleet Pond this evening brought out all
three (possibly more) and the Mandarin count there was up to ten (max so far of these was 11 I
think).
The first of two other miscellaneous messages today reports a small flock of only 20+ GOLDEN
PLOVER in a ploughed field beside the Roman Road which still connects the A339 to the B3400
along the northwest fringe of Basingstoke (in previous winters there have been 50+ here). The
second message is a response to Russell Wynn's finding, on Jan 4, of a Great Grey Shrike some
5km from the last known position of the Ocknell Plain bird - Russell wanted to know if the Ocknell
bird is still present and Simon Woolley reminded him that it was there on Nov 3 (not very helpful for
ascertaining its current whereabouts). That Nov 3 sighting was I think at SU 237115 and the bird
was seen again at that spot on Nov 13. The latest sighting I have heard is the one by Alan Snook's
party on Nov 22 at SU 224105 so maybe Russells sighting on Jan 4 (for which he gives no location
other than 5km from the Ocknell site) is of the original bird that has moved on.
Sussex news most likely to interest Hampshire birders is of the BLACK THROATED DIVER still present
on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 6 when a SCAUP was seen in Pagham Harbour along with the
'resident' GLAUCOUS GULL (said to be best seen in the afternoons but I have no idea where other
than 'within the harbour' from info given so far). There is a similar lack of location info on the 18 or 19
AVOCET in the harbour but I would guess that half way along the shore path from Sidlesham Ferry
to Church Norton is a good bet with some of the birds probably around SZ 868968. On the same day
(Jan 6) there was yet another sighting of a WHITE BILLED DIVER flying past Selsey Bill along with 3
GREAT NORTHERN DIVERS and a POM SKUA while a sickly BONXIE was picked up on the
beach. On Jan 5 there was 'recent news' of a LONG TAILED DUCK on the flood water at Amberley
with up to 5 WHOOPER and 9 BEWICKS SWANS. Another 13 BEWICKS were on the Upper Adur
levels near Henfield and in that same area the CATTLE EGRET was refound on Jan 7 at TQ 205152
(1 mile SW of Henfield, viewable from a footpath west of Rye Farm). Also in that area (near Stretham
Manor) on Jan 7 was an EGYPTIAN GOOSE and 16 BEWICKS SWANS. Finally, if you are going to
the Arundel WWT Reserve, look out for a Red Crested Pochard on the main lake where there are
said to be 12 Water Rail and 5 Cetti's Warblers.
......Next time I visit the Sussex website I will be checking out what Colin Law describes as a 'fantastic
new set of data' provided by Richard Fairbank describing the status of about 250 of the less common
species seen in Sussex during the past century. To find it go to the homepage of the SOS website at
www.susos.org.uk and click on the link to 'Species status and Records' referring to the Background
Information and Abbreviations and Definitions pages as needed.
This morning I went to the Havant Thicket carpark and walked south round the Gipsies Plain area of
open fields west of the Staunton Arms pub at Rowlands Castle, hearing my first MARSH TIT song
from an elusive bird high in the tree-tops of Hammonds Land Coppice and then finding a pair of
STONECHAT in residence along the track leading north across the pony fields from the gateway out
of the woodland. Diving north through Leigh Park on my way to Havant Thicket I had seen a few
ROOKS perched near their nests above the Leigh Park Gardens stable block and on the Gipsies
Plain some 60 more Rooks with a few Jackdaw were feeding, as were the usual 100+ Woodpigeon
and slightly smaller flock of Starlings. A single SKYLARK flying over revealed the absence of these
birds, and in the Thicket woodland the presence of a single NUTHATCH was unusual (they don’t like
the absence of oak trees in much of the Thicket). Returning to the carpark the usual couple of Marsh

Tit could be heard and seen in the northern end of the carpark area but these were not singing and
there was no sign of the Willow Tits seen recently by John Taylor in his garden just across the road
from this part of the Thicket.
SAT 8 JAN
The Evening Class group met today at the Woodend carpark in West Walk (SU 591133) and walked
north east up the stream towards Liberty Road, then made a right hand circuit to return via the
artificial pond at SU 594132. During their wanderings they put up a WOODCOCK and heard strong
MISTLE THRUSH SONG as well as seeing many woodland birds such as Goldcrest, Coal Tit and
Treecreeper. Somewhere along the route (which I may have got wrong) they came on a site where
many leaves of WILD DAFFODILS were showing and I hope to discover where this was as the only
site I know of for these plants in West Walk is on the southern boundary with the Rookesbury estate
at around SU 591124 - can anyone help?
Paul Winter spent this pleasant day in the Lymington/Milford area, finding a BLACK NECKED GREBE
inside Hurst Spit (Eider and Red Throated Diver with it) as well as 4 Slav Grebe off the Normandy
Marshes with Dartford Warbler on land, a Spotshank somewhere here, and the female Long Tailed
Duck on the lake. The redhead SMEW had taken time off from Normandy lake to fly to a pool east of
the jetty on Pennington Marsh shore (but was later seen to fly back home), and both the Milford MED
GULL and the Keyhaven reeds Marsh Harrier were on show.
Back at home Paul checked his pager and passed on news to Hoslist including a count of 10+ WATER
PIPIT at the Lower Test Marshes with a JACK SNIPE showing well from the 'oldest hide'.
Phil Budd went to see the Wiltshire ROUGH LEGGED BUZZARD today, finding it at Haxton Down near
Tidworth where John Clark saw it on Jan 3 (then with a male Hen Harrier, a Merlin and 3 Short Eared
Owls) and Phil managed to add Common Buzzard to the list. Coming back Phil stopped off at the
Timsbury gravel pits and saw what I assume is the 'not a Lesser Scaup' hybrid still present but a
Muscovy Duck was standing in for the Ring Necked (which may, it seems, be currently on the
flooded Fishlake Meadows at Romsey - I can't help with that location)
Down in Gosport Nick Mills tells me that Anglesea Lake (SZ 605987 - the dammed off west section of
the Haslar/Stoke Lake complex) not only has a redhead GOOSANDER back on it since Jan 5, but
today also had 8 Goldeneye (including one male), 2 Egrets and loads of Little Grebe. These Little
Grebe were seemingly onto a good thing, finding plenty of food items below the surface, but each
time one came up with food it was immediately dive bombed by the gulls. No problem - the dabchick
just learnt to eat under water. Nick also reports Goldfinch on his garden nut feeder but he comments
that the one he saw did not stay long. Most Goldfinch at this time of year seem to feed on Alder
cones, often mixed up with Siskin, but I too have once or twice seen them trying the nutfeeder after
visiting the garden in search of other seeds.
Everyone enjoyed the return of sunshine today, starting at dawn with a strong chorus of Woodpigeon
song accopanied by Robins and little else – just the odd Wren and Collared Dove. At midday a
female BLACKCAP joined in the sun-worship, fluffing out her feathers and raising her crest as she
appeared to sun-bathe on the bare branches of a shrub growing in front of a south facing wall. From
time to time she made little forays semingly in search of small insects which the warmth also
encouraged (we even had a large bluebottle-like house fly in the kitchen). Later, as the sun set I
heard two different Song Thrushes in full voice and before them both Great and Blue Tit were vocal
as were many Starlings. Sonia Bolton has already seen evidence of House Sparrows nest building
and I am sure many a chimney has a Starling nest now in it, and many a tall hedgerow has new
Magpie nests under construction.. Just one other bird observation today may be worth noting – the
brief passage of a flock of perhaps 35 SISKIN bouncing through the air heading south over my
garden in the early morning, making the small complaints to each other to give my only means of
recognition.
FRI 7 JAN
Today's news from the pagers, courtesy of Paul Winter, is of a SNOW GOOSE with WHITEFRONT
GEESE seen by the Avon south of Ringwood from Matcham's viewpoint (SU 134022) - the
Whitefronts are presumably the flock of 34 seen by John Clark on Dec 31. From Farlington Marshes
comes confirmation that the Ferruginous Duck and Black Brant are still near the Deeps and 2 Avocet
are at the lake.
Brian Fellows walked the Nutbourne/Prinsted shore/orchard circuit today and was impressed to find the

small field on the east of Prinsted Bay held 600 BRENT, 234 BLACK TAILED GODWIT, 15 Curlew,
4 Oystercatcher and one Redshank. This field measures just 200 x 200 metres (4 Ha or 9.6 Acres)
and yet it regularly attracts this sort of crowd throughout the winter. Further east along the shore
fields was one Stonechat, and the Nutbourne wet meadow (in which the Ham brook was full and
flooding) had 132 visible Teal plus one Snipe, one Egret, one Grey Wagtail and 13 Brent with the
local Kestrel looking on. 34 Lapwing were on the ploughed field east of the path to the shore and 9
FIELDFARE were in trees west of the path leading inland from the Prinsted shore (none in the
orchards)
THU 6 JAN
Today Brian Fellows walked in the north east of Stansted Forest, adding two birds to his year list. The
first was a party of 6 REDPOLL feeding in the tops of conifers at SU 759120 (to my knowledge these
are the first Redpoll to be seen in Stansted this winter) and the second a noisy MARSH TIT not far in
from the northern entrance to the woods (at SU 758124)
According to Anne de Potier that BLACK SWAN has gone AWOL again - at any rate she could not see
it in the northern section of the Bosham Channel yesterday morning.
In Cowplain Mike Bending is still regularly seeing a female BLACKCAP coming to feed on a fat and
seed ball, while in Havant both male and female BLACKCAPS come daily to the Pyracantha berries
in Tony Gutteridge's garden (though Helen Gutteridge today told me that they have been seen also
to eat bread)
At Fleet Pond only one Bittern was seen today with 9 Mandarin and 15 Redpoll (as recently as Dec 20
there were 150+ Redpoll and 500 Siskin there - they have presumably now finished the available
food and moved on towards us on the coast)
Latest news from the Sussex website refers to Jan 4 and tells us that neither the CATTLE EGRET near
Henfield nor the WHOOPER SWANS at Amberley could be seen then, though they have not
necessarily left the area. Just 6 BEWICK'S were seen at Greatham Bridge (north of Amberley
Wildbrooks. Swanbourne Lake at Arundel had 15 Gadwall and 5 Mandarin.
Kevin Stouse has been visiting the Portsmouth 'NEWS' website and passes on the following eye-byte ..
'Langstone Harbour's scenic attractions are to be publicised to a worldwide audience through a new
website. The site will provide facts and figures useful to boat owners,
bird-watchers and other harbour users. The site, expected to go online soon will be at
www.langstoneharbour.org.uk' Presumably this is the site promised by the Friends of Langstone
Harbour over a year ago - note that no date is yet given for its debut.
WED 5 JAN
Russell Wynn today made a very interesting contribution to HOSLIST with his account of a serious
attempt to list the magic 100 species in Hampshire in two days of the New Year Holiday, ending up
with a really frustrating 99. He chose to be out on Jan 2 and 4, spending the first day in the
Lymington area and the second in a 10 mile walk through the New Forest (Godshill/Stoney Cross
area), so it was genuine birding, not the twitcher's rush along the motorways, though he did stop off
at Eling Great Marsh long enough to find at least one YELLOW LEGGED GULL en route to
Lymington where the SMEW had moved from Normandy Lake to lagoons south of Pennington
carpark. On his second outing he also found a GREAT GREY SHRIKE in a new location more than
5km from the Ocknell Plain area. 11 HAWFINCH and a flock of CROSSBILLS were among the other
birds seen in the Forest. If anyone sees that elusive escape with the wing tag '100' don't tell Russell.
Today I got round to a second visit to Tipner Lake to provide background info for English Nature re the
current planning proposal for Pounds Scrapyard and found little that I did not expect - a good wader
roost of Redshank and Dunlin, plenty of gulls on the water and a flock of 150 Brent feeding along the
high water mark. Goldeneye, Merganser, and Shelduck were present with Little Grebe, one Heron
and a couple of Egrets but strangely no Cormorant. Lapwing, Curlew and Grey Plover appeared as
soon as the tide started to fall. The most interesting bird was a gull only seen distantly, flying north
east over the motorway from Horsea Island and drifting inland high over Cosham. It immediately
caught my eye as 'something different' in its stiff winged manner of gliding in the strong south west
wind and as it circled to show its back it had a distinctly darker tone than a Common Gull and
apparently all black wing tips, and coupled with the 'long winged, short bodied' plan view I guess it
may have been a KITTIWAKE and would welcome any confirmation as I have little experience of
these gulls.

Brian Fellows walked along Thornham Lane to the east end of the Thorney Deeps today, getting good
views to confirm the presence of the four GREYLAG which I saw but dimly on New Year’s day and
finding 35 Canada Geese escorting the EMPEROR where I had only seen 27 but neither of these
made up for not seeing the Short Eared Owls in action (they might well have been out around 3pm,
but midday was probably a bit early for them). Another be-wigged Cormorant was seen here, but still
no white roundel on its upper leg.
TUE 4 JAN
David Parker visited Broadmarsh yesterday afternoon, enjoying the colours of Grey Wagtail and
Kingfisher along the Hermitage Stream before seeing a pantomime scene being enacted below the
gravel quay. There was the redhead Goosander quietly minding her own business, and there
alongside it was a male GOLDENEYE throwing its head back in displays clearly intended to impress
the Goosander - still in pantomime vein I guess we should encourage this pair as successful mating
could only result in a GOLDEN-GOOSE.
Yesterday I passed on Phil Budd's news of Blackcap eating bread at Bitterne and today I have a
message from Mike Bending saying that in his Cowplain garden he has a female BLACKCAP
enjoying a home-made 'fat and seed' ball. As these birds definitely prefer insects when they can get
them they should do well on all those left-over 'M-Bugs' (though as Anne de Potier points out, Tony
Blair's official picture of them with eight legs reveals a level of insect-ignorance which we would all do
well to bear in mind when the government try to scare us into re-electing them on the grounds that
they alone can save us from certain asteroid doom - by the way, how many legs does an asteroid
have?)
Paul Winter's pager had news for today (Jan 4) of 2 POM SKUA off Hurst Castle at 1pm, drifting west
with the tide, and confirmed the continuing presence of the Ferruginous drake and Black Brant at
Farlington today. Yesterday's news included a sighting of 2 AVOCET and some LITTLE STINT still
at Farlington Lake, at least one Pale Bellied Brent still in the area and a MED GULL at what is
presumably Broadmarsh (described as 'north end of Langstone Harbour' but associated with the
Goosander)
Brian Fellows found the three PURPLE SANDPIPER at Southsea Castle at 09:30 this morning with the
neap tide right up but could not locate the Black Redstart. At the Canoe Lake the record count of 70
Swans present on Dec 14 had gone up to 73, but at Baffins Pond 12 Barnacle Geese, 1 Snow Goose
and 1 hybrid were not to be seen, adding much greater certainty that the ones which have flown in to
Titchfield Haven are from Baffins rather than the Isle of Wight. 3 Cetti's Warblers were to be heard
on Milton Common (one per lake), as was a full voiced Song Thrush, but no Water Rail. Also seen at
Southsea Castle was the first CORMORANT in its ‘judge’s wig’ spring plumage which becomes a
regular coastal sight from January onwards. This may well have been one of the continental
‘sinensis’ race birds but I recall info from Tony Gutteridge (see 7 Feb 99) telling us that it is difficult to
distinquish some British birds from the continental race (the crucial factor being the position of the
yellow around the base of the bill) and that some continental birds regularly nest in Britain nowadays
and these tree-nesting invaders have apparently persauded some of the British birds to desert cliff
nest sites in favour of trees. A simpler thing to look out for is the first Cormorant ‘thigh roundel’ which
I have not yet seen myself, and if you are at the Milton Lakes you can check out whether the two
pairs of SWANS seen there both build nests (normally only one pair nests here).
Bruce Archer visited Langstone Harbour on Jan 2, starting with a walk round Farlington Marshes where
Bearded Tit performed well, then on to the Oysterbeds from which (at around 2:30pm when the tide
would have been low, driving them out of Chalk Dock) he spotted a flock of 17 BLACK NECKED
GREBE (I think that is the highest total so far following Mark Litjens flock of 14). Using a 32x scope
he also picked out a SCOTER swimming bravely against tide, wind and rain - no sign of white in the
wings so presumably Common Scoter - another nice addition to the harbour list for the holiday.
Today's news from Sussex is again all from points east of Brighton. At Newhaven there are 2 o 3 Black
Redstarts, 2 pairs of Stonechat and a 'leucistic' (white) Lapwing at the Tidemills and 9 Purple
Sandpiper at the East Pier. Further east, in the River Cuckmere area, there is a leucistic Starling and
4 Common Scoter with one Eider offshore, 2 redhead Goosander, 2 Barnacle Geese among a flock
of Canadas and at least six Egrets.
MON 3 JAN
Latest sightings from Sussex include the December report for Rye Harbour with lots of good stuff for

people in that area (even a PEACOCK butterfly disturbed by repairs to a stile). More relevant to
those in Hampshire is news of a CATTLE EGRET seen at TQ 192162 by the R. Adur near Henfield
on both Jan 1 and 2 with a surprise flock of 10 EGYPTIAN GEESE making a brief stop-off on the
Adur levels north of Steyning on New Year's Day. 15 WHITEFRONT GEESE also flew by in the
Cattle Egret area. More likely to be seen again are a total of 19 BEWICK'S and 2 WHOOPER
SWANS in the Amberley Wildbrooks area. Also hopefully staying on are a total of 19 AVOCET and
one GLAUCOUS GULL in Pagham Harbour with 2 MED GULLS reported from Selsey Bill. The
BLACK THROATED DIVER was still on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 2 and I see that I may have
quoted the wrong place to look for the Red Crested Pochard there - it seems the best bet is to go to
Runcton Lake (the first on your right after coming through the 'scrap yard' if heading north from the
New Lake Nature Reserve).
Steve Copsey braved the drizzle to walk the canal path at Titchfield Haven today, finding the mixed bag
of geese in the field at SU 537032 opposite the bridge taking the Posbrook Farm field path over the
canal. As well as up to 200 Canada Geese there were 12 Barnacles, I Snow Goose, 1 Bar-Headed
and a hybrid which is only a fraction smaller than the Canadas. Steve says the wardens at the Haven
think the Barnacles are part of a resident Isle of Wight flock - is that where the dozen birds went from
Baffins Pond when they dropped from their regular early year count of 40 or 42 down to 28 after April
13? That was before the botulism which may have accounted for most of the subsequent drop to
only 13 at Baffins after August. Of more interest to most birders is the flock of BLACK TAILED
GODWIT which today numbered 280, seen feeding with around 30 Curlew at SU 538037 in the next
field north of the geese. On the beach for the morning high tide roost were 80 Ringed Plover with 20
Turnstone and a few Dunlin, and in trees by the canal Steve had close-ups of a Treecreeper.
Mark Litjens tells me that on New Year's Day the Hermitage Stream GOOSANDER was dozing near
the gravel quay at around 2pm, shortly before I saw one feeding avidly at Emsworth around 2:30pm
and I think most people now believe these are two separate birds, but today John Goodspeed has
muddied the water again by suggesting that there may be a third bird - on Jan 1st he saw the static
gravel quay bird just before and just after 3pm, but in between had a distant view of one out in the
harbour. Today Brian Fellows again saw the Emsworth bird on the town Mill Pond with 45 Swans, 56
Mallard, 34 Tufted Duck and a couple of Merganser, and on the Slipper Pond he had the bonus of a
KINGFISHER, but his bird of the day was undoubtedly the BLACK SWAN which, it seems, has been
sitting peacefully on the water at Bosham with a flock of 48 Mute Swans since it disappeared from
Emsworth just before Nov 29.
One pleasant surprise among today's messages was to receive one from Phil Budd (well known to
most Hampshire naturalists, especially those who are members of Butterfly Conservation and/or
Southampton Natural History Society) announcing his arrival in cyberspace. He has been lucky
enough to spot one of the local RAVENS recently (Crockford Bridge on Dec 18) and to have a
BLACKCAP in his Bitterne garden that does not demand specially baked cakes or refuse to eat
anything but apples still on the tree - it was actually eating bread on Christmas Day. Over at
Eastleigh he has heard of a Great Spotted Woodpecker that will feed on rice pudding (presumably
the sort that humans cannot get their teeth into).
PLANTS:

SAT 8 JAN
The Evening Class group walking today in West Walk came on the first SPURGE LAUREL in flower this
year and also commented on the sight of many WILD DAFFODIL leaves shooting from the ground –
from what I first heard I assumed this was at the site which I already know for the Daffodils along the
southern border of the woods around SU 592124 but more detailed info from Brian Fellows indicates
that the shoots were seen in the north of the woodland which would be a new site for me.
More plant news comes from Phil Budd who reports both HAZEL and OXFORD RAGWORT flowering
in the Southampton area as they have been here in Havant
Idly checking the Wild Plum trees bordering the old IBM playing fields at the south end of Southmoor
Lane for any signs of flower buds I spotted among these trees a GOAT WILLOW covered with fully
open golden ‘PUSSY PAWS’, bringing back forgotten memories of its early flowering last year (my
database tells me that on Jan 23 last year the flowers were nearly over and fresh leaves already
showing on this tree). Earlier in the day I had been checking the Celandines growing by the

Lymbounre stream, finding five plants in flower where last time I looked there was only one, and
further up the Billy Line near the Lymbourne springs, looking for possible early Ivy Leaved
Speedwell, I found GREEN FIELD-SPEEDWELL in flower among the Common species. Everyone
will by now have enjoyed the glorious yellow-browns of Poplar twigs in sunshine but I wonder how
many have also noticed the scarlet twigs of Lime trees or seen the brilliant scarlet ‘nail varnish’ on
buds of Small Leaved Lime – I have yet to see the latter, but the former is now a common sight as
are the tight purple buds on some Elm trees such as the Wych Elm overhanging the seaward of the
Budds Farm pools at the top of the steps down to the outfall. Cycling back from Southmoor Lane this
evening along the path running parallel to the A27 just north of the Xyratex building I noticed that
most of the Hazel trees planted along the A27 slip-road now have their catkins fully open, as had a
whole row of these bushes planted at West Town Station on Hayling when I was there last Tuesday.
MON 3 JAN
The Butterfly Conservation reserve on Magdalen Hill Down above the A272 east of Winchester does
not get the shelter or the care that town gardens receive so it is good to know that the SWEET
VIOLETS which I have seen flowering as garden escapes in the town reflect genuine wild ones that
Phil Budd found in flower on this hill on Dec 31.
INSECTS:

MON 3 JAN
Phil Budd runs a moth lamp in his Bitterne garden on mild nights through the winter and already this
year (night of Jan 1 - 2) has recorded DECEMBER MOTH, THE SATELLITE, THE CHESTNUT and
ANGLE SHADES
OTHER WILDLIFE:

THU 6 JAN
Mike Bending reports that his garden pond at Cowplain already has all three species of NEWT back in
it much earlier than usual. Who will be the first with news of Frogspawn I wonder?
MON 3 JAN
I have a slide of my garden lawn taken several years ago and showing it covered with what look like tiny
black canoe paddles sticking up from the grass. In the 32 autumns during which we have lived here
that happened just once, showing how long-lived fungi can be and how choosy about the best
conditions for fruiting. Maybe this is a second suitable year as Phil Budd seems to have a similar
crop of Earth Tongue fungi in Southampton (he describes his as GEOGLOSSUM spp where I think I
decided mine were Trichoglossum hirsutum - though would never be too certain about any fungi
names). Phil has also recently found Earthstars (G.sessile) on Magdalen Hill Down and a
tremendous display of Oyster Mushrooms at Thornhill Park Woods. More news of fungi came via
the radio today - some press release announcing the re-discovery of a thought to be extinct species
called Cytidia salicina (or similar).
MON 3 JAN
Latest sightings from Sussex include the December report for Rye Harbour with lots of good stuff for
people in that area (even a PEACOCK butterfly disturbed by repairs to a stile). More relevant to
those in Hampshire is news of a CATTLE EGRET seen at TQ 192162 by the R. Adur near Henfield
on both Jan 1 and 2 with a surprise flock of 10 EGYPTIAN GEESE making a brief stop-off on the
Adur levels north of Steyning on New Year's Day. 15 WHITEFRONT GEESE also flew by in the
Cattle Egret area. More likely to be seen again are a total of 19 BEWICK'S and 2 WHOOPER
SWANS in the Amberley Wildbrooks area. Also hopefully staying on are a total of 19 AVOCET and
one GLAUCOUS GULL in Pagham Harbour with 2 MED GULLS reported from Selsey Bill. The
BLACK THROATED DIVER was still on Ivy Lake at Chichester on Jan 2 and I see that I may have
quoted the wrong place to look for the Red Crested Pochard there - it seems the best bet is to go to
Runcton Lake (the first on your right after coming through the 'scrap yard' if heading north from the
New Lake Nature Reserve).
Steve Copsey braved the drizzle to walk the canal path at Titchfield Haven today, finding the mixed bag
of geese in the field at SU 537032 opposite the bridge taking the Posbrook Farm field path over the

canal. As well as up to 200 Canada Geese there were 12 Barnacles, I Snow Goose, 1 Bar-Headed
and a hybrid which is only a fraction smaller than the Canadas. Steve says the wardens at the Haven
think the Barnacles are part of a resident Isle of Wight flock - is that where the dozen birds went from
Baffins Pond when they dropped from their regular early year count of 40 or 42 down to 28 after April
13? That was before the botulism which may have accounted for most of the subsequent drop to
only 13 at Baffins after August. Of more interest to most birders is the flock of BLACK TAILED
GODWIT which today numbered 280, seen feeding with around 30 Curlew at SU 538037 in the next
field north of the geese. On the beach for the morning high tide roost were 80 Ringed Plover with 20
Turnstone and a few Dunlin, and in trees by the canal Steve had close-ups of a Treecreeper.
Mark Litjens tells me that on New Year's Day the Hermitage Stream GOOSANDER was dozing near
the gravel quay at around 2pm, shortly before I saw one feeding avidly at Emsworth around 2:30pm
and I think most people now believe these are two separate birds, but today John Goodspeed has
muddied the water again by suggesting that there may be a third bird - on Jan 1st he saw the static
gravel quay bird just before and just after 3pm, but in between had a distant view of one out in the
harbour. Today Brian Fellows again saw the Emsworth bird on the town Mill Pond with 45 Swans, 56
Mallard, 34 Tufted Duck and a couple of Merganser, and on the Slipper Pond he had the bonus of a
KINGFISHER, but his bird of the day was undoubtedly the BLACK SWAN which, it seems, has been
sitting peacefully on the water at Bosham with a flock of 48 Mute Swans since it disappeared from
Emsworth just before Nov 29.
One pleasant surprise among today's messages was to receive one from Phil Budd (well known to
most Hampshire naturalists, especially those who are members of Butterfly Conservation and/or
Southampton Natural History Society) announcing his arrival in cyberspace. He has been lucky
enough to spot one of the local RAVENS recently (Crockford Bridge on Dec 18) and to have a
BLACKCAP in his Bitterne garden that does not demand specially baked cakes or refuse to eat
anything but apples still on the tree - it was actually eating bread on Christmas Day. Over at
Eastleigh he has heard of a Great Spotted Woodpecker that will feed on rice pudding (presumably
the sort that humans cannot get their teeth into).
SUN 2 JAN
Mark Litjens was Southsea in the very grey light of dawn today searching for the BLACK REDSTART
(which he eventully found) and PURPLE SANDPIPERS (of which he found just one on seaweed just
west of the Castle). Later in the morning Trevor Carpenter was walking by the River Hamble just
north of Warsash and tells me .. 'I had a nice view of a Peregrine today at Bunny Meadows. It
descended from the west side of the Hamble, slowed over Bunny Meadows, but decided there
wasn't much of interest and climbed out to the east. A small flock of Golden Plover (22) flew over
and another 3 were on the Bunny Meadows shore.' A pair of BULLFINCH in his Fareham garden
was the other highlight of Trevor's day. Among the day's pager news via Paul Winter I see that the
LITTLE EGRET which has been seen on the River Whitewater near Odiham for over a week is still
present and holding the title of the furthest inland Egret (though at a guess this bird is not from our
shore but came up the Thames valley - a common ESSEX EGRET perhaps?)
Two other 'interesting reports' reached me today. One tells of a pair of WILLOW TIT in John Taylor's
Rowlands Castle garden on Dec 30 (they could still be in Havant Thicket or The Holt near the
junction of Castle and Horndean Roads), and the other passes on an item from the latest newsletter
of the Bucks Bird Club in which a party of club members who visited Farlington Marshes on Nov 21
claim to have seen a female CIRL BUNTING there along with a redhead SMEW on the Deeps. I
hope someone has sent in a full description of the Bunting to John Clark. (If you want to know more
about these sightings visit www.hawfinches.freeserve.co.uk). The Bucks info comes from Ed
Griffiths who was shown a BLACK REDSTART at Pevensey Bay on New Year's Day.
Barry Collins had an adult MED GULL at Broadmarsh today and also spotted the redhead
GOOSANDER hauled up on the shore and dozing if not asleep so he sped to Emsworth and found a
more wakeful Goosander there - the bird could have outflown him, but it seems unlikely.
A number of accounts of New Year's Day outings have now reached me, starting with Brian Fellows
report on the 'Evening Class' group in the Langstone area which listed 69 species, added GREAT
CRESTED GREBE to the birds I saw on the water east of the village, and found the GREEN
SANDPIPER in the 'Southmere' meadow across Langstone Road from its junction with Langstone
Avenue. In the Budds Farm area they had several GOLDCREST with the CHIFFCHAFFS and saw a

KINGFISHER on the Brockhampton Stream and both KNOT and PINTAIL at its joint mouth with the
Hermitage Stream, then found the South Moors STONECHAT near the mouth of the Langbrook
stream. One common bird that we have all missed out on, it seems, is Linnet - somewhere there will
be coastal market garden fields crammed with them, but where?
Mark Litjens was at Lymington with the dawn for his New Year outing which ended with a creditable list
of 92 species. Fireworks were still exploding as he watched a BARN OWL over Keyhaven Marshes
and CETTI's WARBLER and FIELDFARE filled in any pauses in the noise barrage. At Normandy the
Long Tailed Duck and Scaup were seen with one SLAV GREBE offshore. In the New Forest it was
quieter and the sounds sweeter as a DARTFORD WARBLER sang at Shatterford with a couple of
CROSSBILL flying over. At Farlington Marshes Mark had the Ferruginous Duck and Black Brant at
the Deeps and 4 BEARDED TIT with 3 LITTLE STINT at the Lake and a lone PALE BELLIED
BRENT near the reserve building. At Broadmarsh the redhead GOOSANDER was still present (this
must have been after lunch, possibly around 14:30 which is when I was watching the Emsworth
Harbour Goosander) and Mark here added two species others missed - an EIDER and RED
NECKED GREBE - as well as upping the number of BLACK NECKED GREBE to 14.
Ian Thirlwell had a good day in Portsmouth with 3 PURPLE SANDPIPER seen to fly off into the mist
from Southsea Castle at 11:15 and a single BLACK REDSTART around the top of the Castle's
square tower at 11:40. Back on his home ground at Milton Common Ian had one of the few SNIPE
reported (the Evening Class group list includes a mention of what may have been one seen near
Wade Court) and the squealing of several WATER RAIL in the reeds as well as the sound of 3 or 4
CETTI'S WARBLER.
New Year's Day pager news included 2 RAVENS flying east over HIGHBRIDGE (just upstream from
Bishopstoke on the Itchen) and 6 MANDARIN at Fleet Pond with only one reported Bittern. Less
anonymous news comes from both Gwynne Johnson and John Goodspeed both of whom had
BLACKCAP in their gardens.
Century old news which I have not yet passed on comes from John Clark who on Dec 31 was in the
Avon valley where 2 RAVENS flew south over Avon Causeway at 08:25 (John speculates that, in
view of regular reports of these birds hereabouts, they might just be emerging from their roost on this
foggy morning - I wonder how this ties in with the 9am sighting of two over the Itchen the next
morning? Either the birds have no fixed roost or that sounds like a different pair). Getting back to the
Avon valley wildfowl John estimates numbers of 2500 Wigeon, 1000 Pintail but only 325 Teal (a very
different balance to what we would expect by the coast here) and saw 34 WHITEFRONT GEESE
with 5 BLACK TAILED GODWIT. John could not find any Bewick's but did count 16 GOOSANDER
on Ibsley Water and a 'RED CRESTED POCHARD on Ivy Lake' (parallel universes in Sussex and
Hants connected by a rather long 'worm hole'). Ending on an optimistic note John says that all HOS
members should now have received their 1998 Bird Report - am I the only one not to have got it?
Barry Collins was at the Chichester Ivy Lake on New Year's Day but did not see the Red Crested
Pochard (he says it is now being seen in Peckham Lake which is the 'model boating' lake
immediately north of the road into the caravan site near the Bognor Road roundabout) but did see
the BLACK THROATED DIVER which is on Ivy Lake plus both male and female RUDDY DUCK on
the south east side of the same lake (near the waterside wooden chalet buildings)
My own outing today (after a good home start with a female BLACKCAP) took me through north
Emsworth and Westbourne to Aldsworth Pond and the Stansted Groves. Bullfinch went on the list at
Southleigh Park and singing Coal Tit in Hollybank Lane. On the Sussex border in Long Copse Lane
a small flock of Redwing were perched above the pony fields and on the watery ditch leading west
from Deep Springs to River Street another inland Egret looked happily at home at SU 762078.
Aldsworth Pond had 2 male GADWALL and one male SHOVELER with half a dozen Tufted Duck
plus Mallard, Coot and 2 Herons. The Stansted Groves failed to give me Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker this year but did offer Treecreeper, Nuthatch and Marsh Tit, and on my way home
through Southleigh Forest several Jays shouted at me
SAT 1 JAN
A windless day with sunshine at noon enabled me to list 75 birds in a very gentle day's local birding.
The first dozen birds went on the list in the garden before a late start at 9:30am. Strident SONG
THRUSH was then heard in the first 200 yards and an Alder tree overhanging the Homewell stream
gave me ten SISKIN and half a dozen GOLDFINCH just a stones throw south of the Havant

multi-storey carpark. At Bedhampton Water Works a GREY WAGTAIL made the first attempt at its
song, a KESTREL looked down at me from a favourite perch as a HERON lumbered away, and at
the Mill Pool several strident whistles eventually brought my eye onto a KINGFISHER skimming the
surface as a female SPARROWHAWK glided purposefully through the trees. At Broadmarsh Jason
Crook saw 10 Black Necked Grebe which never went on my list but I did see the redhead
GOOSANDER back in the gravel quay pool, and was pleased with three PINTAIL in Chalk Dock.
Coming down the Brockhampton Stream side of Budds Farm I had my only Goldcrest with at least
four Chiffchaff but it was not until I reached the foot of Budds Mound steps near the outfall that I
heard a burst of CHIFFCHAFF SONG.
......Approaching the South Moors along the seawall in warm sunshine I was greeted with two bursts of
full SKYLARK SONG, but a quick walk along the winding channels at the south end of the moors
failed to put up a single Snipe (though one GREEN SANDPIPER rose silently). Across the main road
the eastern shore of Langstone had many fewer birds visible than yesterday but I did add Little
Egret, Golden Plover and Bar Tailed Godwit to my list, heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker and
watched one of the local foxes sunning itself in the southern Wade Court field. A few REDWING
were in one of the northern fields before I went home for lunch.
......After lunch I cycled west to Emsworth, passing a fieldful of Rooks and Jackdaws opposite the
Brookfield Hotel. At Emsworth Marina I went to the north end of the seawall separating it from the
harbour and found myself looking straight down on a redhead GOOSANDER feeding in the low-tide
shallows - this may well be the one I saw earlier at the Hermitage Stream but I had the impression it's
'hair dye' was a brighter, darker shade than that of the earlier bird so I guess we will have to try to
prove there are two birds involved. Also in Emsworth Harbour I added LESSER BLACKBACK to my
list and then POCHARD at the Little Deeps but the Great Deeps had nothing to show and it was only
a flotilla of Merganser in the Emsworth Channel that made the journey worth while. Over at the east
end of Thornham Lane it was a very different story, with two SHORT EARED OWLS dancing around
each other among the landing light posts, and both REED BUNTING and a male STONECHAT on
bushes close to me. One of the Owls now crossed Thornham Lane to hunt the newly reclaimed
Thornham Point area, giving even closer views. Looking back west over the marshes a flock of 27
CANADA GEESE had the EMPEROR among them, and as I was just leaving I heard the calls of
three or more FIELDFARE seemingly coming north from the island.
FRI 31 DEC
Brian Fellows did not spot the Goosander at Emsworth Mill Pond today - just one Merganser and a
pond record of 44 TUFTED DUCK - but he definitely had the Hampshire birding highlight of the day
in hearing full song from a BLACKBIRD as he walked home. The bird was heard in late afternoon
somewhere near the main Havant Road, presumably not far from the Mill Pond
With news from Sussex (see below) of more RED THROATED DIVER heading our way Pete Potts
reports that at least one was to be seen at Dibden Bay on Dec 29. He also had a SLAV GREBE off
Hamble Point on Dec 27. The Divers flying west past Worthing may of course give Hampshire the
cold shoulder and keep on into the sunset - I believe these birds form large rafts in some of the
southern bays of Cornwall in winter.
John Goodspeed reports 'a few FIELDFARE' in gardens near his on Portsdown in the past couple of
days (and there may be others in the Nutbourne/Thorney area from which I have not had recent
reports) so they remain a rarity along our coastal strip.
The Sussex latest sightings reported on their website include .. On Dec 27 18 RED THROATED
DIVERS flew west at Worthing (13 in one flock), on Dec 28 the GLAUCOUS GULL was still in
Pagham Harbour and Red Crested Pochard at Ivy Lake, Chichester, and on the Dec 29 four
WHOOPER and 9 BEWICK'S SWANS were near Amberley Castle and the Castle Hill
(Brighton/Lewes) CORN BUNTING flock was estimated to have 120 birds. Way to the east at Rye 4
BEAN GEESE flew over and were later seen at Pett Levels - these were the smaller Tundra race
birds with only a narrow orange band on the bill and that could add to their authenticity as wild birds.
The Hampshire sightings mentioned on the pagers confirm the presence of the Ferruginous drake at
Falington Deeps and 3 Avocets at the lake (plus 19 Bearded Tits) and Water Pipits somewhere at
the reserve. At Lymington the Long Tailed Duck and Scaup were still on the pools (but no mention of
Smew) with the Marsh Harrier still in the general area
The Wildlife Trust circular walk of the Havant, Langstone and Warblington area led by Cath Cooper this

morning drew a good crowd and rewarded them with all the birds and flowers that might have been
expected along the route. Just up the Billy Line from the walk's starting point in the Townend House
carpark a WOOD PIGEON had been one of the breakfast time songsters among the more vocal
Collared Doves, and all along the line Blue Tits could be heard singing among the Robins and
occasional Great Tit - both Song and Mistle Thrush were seen but not heard. At the start of the walk
a few Redwing could be heard as usual in the Lymbourne springs area as we followed the rail track
to the main road at Langstone and found a GREEN SANDPIPER cooling its feet in the edge of a
large pool of standing water on the meadow across the road (immediately north of Mill Lane and
south of 'The Mallards' - can anyone tell me if there is any established precedent for this field being
referred to by Havant Borough as 'Southmere'? or is it as newly invented a name as The Mallards for
the road and housing development around the now udderless dairy farm?).
......The Langstone eastern shore at low tide offered a distant panorama of shore birds. More than 60
Shelduck were on or near the water with a few Merganser and Goldeneye, and relatively small
parties of Golden Plover and Lapwing were on the mud - at most only 150 Golden Plover were
present, only one Swan was seen by myself, and even the Mallard and Teal on the pond were in
less than full strength. The pony field north of the pond partly made up for this with a colourful
display of half a dozen REDWING working over the ground, churned up by the ponies hooves, in
search of worms but there was not a single Heron in the field and we had to search for just two Egret
out in Sweare Deep.
......Looking south from the Warblington Church shore by far the most impressive sight of the day was
the way in which 300, maybe 500, Brent put up from the corn fields west of Northney Church
patterned the sky with their silent skeins (too far away against the brighter southern sky to hear a
sound). A small party of us went on along the shore, past two Ringed Plover and the only large flock
of Dunlin we were to see, to Conigar Point and the easternmost shore field of the farm in which we
could watch a large flock of Brent and see how mamy young they had with them (most of the young
now have neck collars like the adults but they all still retain the distinctive thin white bars across their
closed wing tips)
......The Warblington Farm eastern stream, running east towards Emsworth through the mud south of
Nore Barn, gave us good views of a single GREENSHANK, and moving north along the 'Selangor
Avenue' footpath we enjoyed th sight of three Jays, a few more Redwing, up to ten EGRETS
together, and both Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers before we rejoined the main road back
into Havant. The eastern fields of the farm have been popular with the Egrets this month as the
cattle in them not only churn up the ground from which the Egrets can take worms but the cattle food
may also supplement the birds diet (does anyone know it this is true?). In early December I heard of
23 Egrets being seen together here and today John Goodspeed told me of a report of 27 of them
there on Dec 17.
THU 30 DEC
Paul Winter visited the Lower Test reserve in this morning's rain and was pleased to find a FIRECREST
and 2 Chiffchaff .. 'near Nursling Substation (a stone's throw from the northern boundary of the
reserve)' There was also a mixed flock of around 60 Redwing and Fieldfare, and the more regular
Green Sandpipers (2) and Water Pipit (3)
Steve Copsey was at Titchfield Haven on Dec 29 but his news just missed that day's update. In the
reserve he found a SNOW GOOSE and 11 BARNACLE GEESE that could well have come from
Baffins Pond but also with them were two BAR HEADED GEESE of which I have heard nothing
earlier this year (Steve says that one of the two was a 'hybrid of some sort'). Have these oddities
been at the Haven for some time and just ignored as plastic objects? If not, does anyone know more
of their history? Steve found some more serious birds along the canal path, includinga Chiffchaff
and 15 SISKIN plus 10 GOLDFINCH feeding on Alders above the bridge (at SU 536033) taking the
field path away to Lower Posbrook Farm where there were some 15 Fieldfare among 30 to 40
Redwing
WED 29 DEC
With the wind in the north west I guess the beach just east of Gunner Point (around SZ693989) on
Hayling was as sheltered a feeding place as SANDERLING could find today and at 3pm, just an hour
before high tide, Brian Fellows found a magnificent flock of 150 busily feeding with thoughts of
another very chill night ahead of them. I am surprised at the number present and wonder if they had

flown over from the more exposed Bembridge Sands (which would have been covered by then).
They could equally well be birds moving west along the coast from the much colder North Seas
shores. Has anyone else seen any here this winter?
Yesterday Brian found our elusive local redhead GOOSANDER back on Emsworth Mill Pond and a
clue as to where it now goes when not at Emsworth comes from John Gowen who saw it on
Langstone Mill Pond on Sun (26 Dec). I doubt it spends much time on that pond or it would have
been seen by more people but if it goes that far west from Emsworth it probably also returns to its
original haunts around the Langbrook and Hermitage streams. On Monday (Dec 27) Brian was
impressed by the sight of 500 BRENT flying north-west more or less over his garden and suspects
they were intending to feed on the young corn in the large open fields south of the A27 and west of
Southbourne where they are of no interest to the people who record the feeding habits of the Brent,
those fields being outside the policitical boundaries for which a Brent Goose strategy is said to be in
preparation.
David Parker was please to look from his garden into the larches along the northern edge of Stansted
Forest immediately east of the road and to see a party of 11 CROSSBILL on Christmas Eve. This is
where Dave Mead's RSPB group saw a similar number on Dec 19 and previous sightings indicate
that there has been a party of 10 to 20 birds moving around in the east part of the Forest from the
road to Lumley Wood for a couple of months. Despite hard weather we cannot expect any sudden
influx of these birds now as they are said to turn their thoughts to next as early as January (maybe
these will all stay here to breed?)
Gwynne Johnson had a KINGFISHER hovering over, and diving into, her garden pond at Soberton in
the Meon Valley yesterday, causing great excitement in the household. With hard frosts making
many streams and ponds to the north of us inaccessible this was probably a newcomer to the Meon
trying its luck where no resident Kingfisher would drive it off. The chances are that it was one of this
year's young birds, and a close encounter such as this might give you the chance to prove the point
by checking the colour of its feet (those of adults would be bright orange while the juveniles have
black feet and a tiny white tip to the bill though you are only likely to see that on a corpse).
......In the same garden at least three different BLACKCAP have been seen this winter, and REDWING,
FIELDFARE and Egrets are regularly seen in the area - Gwynne could see 5 LITTLE EGRET on
Christmas Day in one riverside field visible from the house, and in the same batch of messages
comes the first annonymous news (from Paul Winter's pager) of a LITTLE EGRET at Alresford in
fields just south of the bridge taking the A21 over the Itchen.
Other pager news, starting with sightings on Dec 27, bring confirmation that 3 AVOCET have settled at
the Farlington Lake with a Greenshank and at least 3 of the original 5 Little Stint. At the Deeps the
FERRUGINOUS DUCK is still to be seen as is the Black Brant in the Main Marsh fields west of the
deeps, and 2 Water Pipit are still on the reserve. Yesterday (Dec 28) Paul Winter himself saw 2
GREAT NORTHEN DIVER off Hill Head, and watched one fly west towards Southampoton Water at
3pm. Reports from others for that day include another sighting of Pale Bellied Brent at Farlington
and the Alresford Egret sighting already noted.
......Also on Dec 28 Steve Copsey was at the Southsea Sealife Centre and comments that 10 BRENT
were feeding on Southsea Common regardless of children kicking a football about only 20 yards
from them, and many people walking by. I believe the same reluctance of Brent to get out of the way
of humans can be seen on the Cams Hall Golf Course alongside Fareham Creek - the golfers have
to force their way through the feeding flocks and probably lose a few balls in the melee. Elsewhere
the Brent take flight when anyone gets within a hundred yards of them....
The Sussex website carries no Hampshire border reports for the past couple of days but in the Brighton
area one garden has a BLACK REDSTART and another a 'splendid male Blackcap'. We seem to be
luckier than Sussex in the number of our wintering Blackcap with around 150 winter birds reported in
the county in 1997 compared to only 67 in Sussex, though the number present probably greatly
exceeds the number reported in both counties, but wintering Black Redstart numbers are (to my
mind) lower than usual in Hampshire in recent years. So far this winter I have only heard of two of
them in Hampshire (aound Oct 31 near Old Winchester Hill, Dave Mead, and Nov 3 at Eastoke on
Hayling seen by Tim Timlick). PURPLE SANDPIPER is another bird more likely to be seen in
Sussex (where there were four on Southwick Beach, just west of Brighton, on Dec 26) than
Hampshire this winter. Another item that caught my eye in the Sussex news was of a pair of LITTLE

OWLS being 'very active and vocal at dawn and dusk' at a farm also in the Brighton area near
Ovingdean - if pairs are working up enthusiasm for nesting there others should be having similar
thoughts here in Hampshire.
MON 27 DEC
So far this winter we seem to have few sightings of either RAZORBILL or GUILLEMOT fishing off our
shores, those that have been reported have been in the category of Auk spp just flying by. On
Hayling Island Alistair and Jeni Martin put that right on Christmas Day with a Guillemot in the tidal
inlet down the west side of the Black Point causeway and I see that today a Razorbill is reported on
the pagers as being on the Hythe side of Southampton Water with 2 GREAT NORTHERN DIVERS.
On Boxing Day another GN Diver turned up in Haslar Lake on the Gosport side of the mouth of
Portsmouth Harbour (I presume it was in Haslar Lake itself at SZ618994, but if you intend to look for
it it might be worth checking that it is not further up the Haslar/Stoke/Anglesey Lake complex as in
one recent winter a GN Diver gave excellent close-ups when it settled in the enclosed Anglesey
Lake SZ 605987). Yet another GN Diver was reported in the Chalk Dock area of Langstone Harbour
(north east of F/Marshes and north of N Binness island). An adult MED GULL was near the diver
and a RED NECKED GREBE has been off the Point at F/Marshes over the holiday. The long
stayers, such as the Ferruginous Duck on the deeps, are still at the marshes with some variation in
numbers (3 AVOCET but only 2 LITTLE STINT seen) and the regulars at Fleet Pond are also playing
the numbers game (only 2 Bittern and 5 Mandarin seen on Boxing Day)

PLANTS:

MON 3 JAN
The Butterfly Conservation reserve on Magdalen Hill Down above the A272 east of Winchester does
not get the shelter or the care that town gardens receive so it is good to know that the SWEET
VIOLETS which I have seen flowering as garden escapes in the town reflect genuine wild ones that
Phil Budd found in flower on this hill on Dec 31.
SUN 2 JAN
Yesterday’s outing was brightened by a single blue flower on LESSER PERIWINKLE which covers the
ground in one Havant garden in a way strongly suggesting that it was there before the house was
built some hundred year’s ago (another place in Havant where this species seems to flower as a
woodland relic is in the hedge separating the Havant Health Centre from the Leisure Centre – it may
well be flowering there now). Also yesterday a single flower remained on the Stream Water Crowfoot
(R. penicillatus) in the overflow sluice from Bedhampton Water Works into the Hermitage Stream.
Today’s pleasure was a single yellow flower of LESSER CELANDINE on the roadside bank of Long
Copse Lane at Emsworth - a second site for this harbinger of spring.
FRI 31 DEC
Pete Potts adds just one more south east Hampshire HARD FERN site today with news that it can be
found in Lambert’s Coppice at Titchfield Common.
WED 29 DEC
HARD FERN is a very common plant throughout much of the British Isles but I was surprised when
recording plants in the SU70 and 71 squares for the ATLAS2000 project to come on it in one place
only – Havant Thicket. Checking with the Hampshire Flora I see that it hates chalk and is only happy
on acid soils so my lack of rcords for it was not so surprising. Today Gwynne Johnson tells me she
has found some in the West Walk woods in the Meon Valley, and I would be interested to know of
other places where it grows east of the Meon and south of Petersfield.

INSECTS:

MON 3 JAN
Phil Budd runs a moth lamp in his Bitterne garden on mild nights through the winter and already this

year (night of Jan 1 - 2) has recorded DECEMBER MOTH, THE SATELLITE, THE CHESTNUT and
ANGLE SHADES
SAT 1 JAN
Today’s sunshine brought out a RED ADMIRAL at Old Winchester Hill today (news via Mark Litjens
who had it from a friemd). Over in Sussex a Peacock was recently on the wing but that was the
unfortunate result of winter repairs to a wooden stile under which it was hibernating.

OTHER WILDLIFE:

MON 3 JAN
I have a slide of my garden lawn taken several years ago and showing it covered with what look like tiny
black canoe paddles sticking up from the grass. In the 32 autumns during which we have lived here
that happened just once, showing how long-lived fungi can be and how choosy about the best
conditions for fruiting. Maybe this is a second suitable year as Phil Budd seems to have a similar
crop of Earth Tongue fungi in Southampton (he describes his as GEOGLOSSUM spp where I think I
decided mine were Trichoglossum hirsutum - though would never be too certain about any fungi
names). Phil has also recently found Earthstars (G.sessile) on Magdalen Hill Down and a
tremendous display of Oyster Mushrooms at Thornhill Park Woods. More news of fungi came via
the radio today - some press release announcing the re-discovery of a thought to be extinct species
called Cytidia salicina (or similar).
SAT 1 JAN
The NewYear’s Day throng of people walking the Langstone seawall were, as usual, oblivious of the
reddish bundle of fur curled up in a dry sunny patch of the Wade Court southern pony field. Luckily
God was aided in his duty of observing such things in order to substantiate their existence by
members of the Evening Class in mid-morning, and by myself after midday – I have seen better
looking Foxes in my time.

