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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
NEWSLETTER No.103  April TO June 2021 

Community Activities on Brook Meadow 
 
Your committee is very supportive of  community activities on the meadow, 
especially if younger folk and children are involved. As a group we are keen 
to promote interest and involvement with the wild life to ensure a future for 
this great resource close to the centre of what is becoming a rather large town. 
To this end we have been maintaining three meeting areas in the North 
Meadow, a small shaded circle and two larger mown areas in the grass. 
So we are very pleased to have hosted several events this year which have 
included children and teenagers. 
 
Earlier in the year a baby and toddler group started to meet weekly. In June a 
scout group visited to conduct activities for their “Naturalist Badge”. (See 
below for full report on this visit.) Finally, in mid July during the heat wave, a 
small families group from St James church held a picnic and activity event. 
This involved exploring the river (paddling and splashing) and a nature 
treasure hunt. 
 
These community events are very much enjoyed by our visitors and we hope 
that some appreciation of the natural world will ensure the long term future of 
Brook Meadow. 

1st Westbourne Scouts visit Brook Meadow 
 

At 19.00 hours about 20 scouts, ranging from 8 to 16 years old, turned up on 
the meadow armed with 2 trestle tables and chairs. They made the area by the 
main bench their base with 3 scout leaders, 1 mother, Sarah Hughes (Local 
Wildlife Officer, Chichester Council) and Alison Barker (Organiser) 
heading the whole evening. The scouts were divided up into 3 groups and 
each group was given a name relevant to birds or animals. 

Group 1 walked up the main path to the North Bridge dog splash area and 
then up the river "kick-splashing" to the railway bridge i.e. just splashing 
about in the river and looking out for any river life such as fish, water 
boatmen and other insects. 

Group 2 set off all over the meadow with the parent helper, armed with a 
quiz, to try and  answer the questions (really interesting and quite difficult). 

Group3 headed by Sarah were divided into smaller groups, each of which was 
given a barn owl pellet which they had to dissect to establish what the barn 
owl had eaten. Armed with a medical glove, a toothpick and a pair of 
tweezers, each scout tried to identify the contents of the pellet from a printed 
bone structure chart. The younger scouts pretended to be doctors performing 
an operation. In quite a few cases they found whole vole, shrew or mouse 
skulls and lots of identifiable bones. 

They stayed until dusk to do a bat count and packed up just after 21.30. 

I was asked to show each group a few orchids whilst carefully walking around 
the orchid area on the North meadow. 

This was using the meadow as a nature reserve and we hope to encourage 
other groups to make use of it in similar ways. 

I really enjoyed the evening.      Dan Mortimer 

The Emsworth 
Horticultural 
Show  
will be held this year on 
Monday August 30th at 
the New Life Church in 
Thorney Road. 
As usual Brook Meadow 
will have a stall at the 
show where there will be 
information, leaflets and 
children’s activities. We 
would love to see as many 
of you as possible. 
Please note that entry to 
the show is by pre-booked 
tickets with limited 
facilities to pay online at 
the gate. Visit 
www.emsworthshow.co.uk 
for full details. 

Trail Cameras 
Dan and Terry have been 
busy repositioning the two 
cameras which are 
capturing wildlife in the 
Lumley Stream. A large 
photographic record is 
accumulating and it is 
expected that many 
pictures will soon be 
available to view on the 
website. For those without 
access to this resource 
there will be a display 
board with results at the 
AGM and in the next news 
letter. 
Sadly no water voles yet 
but we are hopeful! 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS 
Colin Brotherston (Chair): 15 Westbourne Ave, Emsworth, PO10 7QT. tel. 07779 759696. e-mail colin.bmcg@btinternet.com 
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary):  16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.  
 tel.01243 389005.  e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com 
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer):  2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH. 
 tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news:  www.brookmeadow.org.uk 

Newsletter edited by Colin Brotherston 30/06/2021 

FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 10am to 12.00noon  - coffee provided 

Sunday 1st Aug, Thursday 19th Aug , Sunday 5th Sept, Thursday 16th Sept,  Sunday 3rd Oct 

 

WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW—Summer 
From Brian Fellows’ wildlife blog. 

6th July-Pepper-saxifrage leaves are now 
showing on the edge of the path on east side 
of the Lumley area. Pepper-saxifrage is one of 

our meadow indicators and a rare plant, ► 

7th July-Our first Marbled White 
butterfly of the year. Butterflies in 
general remain scarce on the meadow 

this year  but they may come later.▼ 

 

Membership renewal. Your continued membership is vital 
to support and maintain Brook Meadow. Please renew your 
membership this year using the form below. 
 
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM  

Membership for the year ending 31st August 2021 
The subscription is £3 per person (children under 16 are free provided a parent is a member). 
Please fill in your details below and return this form with your payment to The Membership Secretary, Pam Phillips, 
2 The Rookery, Emsworth PO10 8AH email: p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
The following would like to renew their membership of BMCG: 

Name(s)……………………………………... Email(optional):………………...…………...……… 

Address:……………………………………... Phone (optional):…………………………………… 

………………………………………………. Names of any children under 16 …….……………. 

I enclose my/our subscription (£3 per person) amounting to a total of £……… 

I am also making a donation to Brook Meadow Conservation Group of £………. 

Please enclose cash or a cheque made payable to Brook Meadow Conservation Group. 

Alternatively, payment maybe made via BACs using the account details as follows: Account name Brook Meadow 

Conservation Group  Sort code: 52 41 20   Account number: 87068575   Reference: Your surname 

Payment may be made annually by standing order. Please tick if you would like to use this method.  

17th July-Banded Demoiselles fluttering and 
chasing over the river, their blue wings 
creating a dazzling display over the green 
river weed. ▼ 

4th July-It was good to see a small 
Brown Trout in the river. Brown 
Trout have been scarce this year – 
possibly due to a large Pike? ► 


