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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
NEWSLETTER No.102  Jan TO Mar 2021 

Brook Meadow work sessions and Covid 19 
Work sessions were suspended during January and February for safety of 
volunteers as the vaccination programme was commencing. It was decided 
that it would be safe to restart in March with changes to the format to ensure 

social distancing. This has been very successful with an 
excellent response from volunteers.  

The sessions are strictly for working with no breaks for 
coffee and biscuits. Because there is no break the 
session duration has been reduced from 2 hours to 1.5 
hours. This is proving long enough for most volunteers, 
especially with the more energetic tasks. The sessions 
will continue in the new format until restrictions are 
eased sufficiently to allow  groups to meet socially 
outside. It is not clear when this will happen. 

Work Session Tasks during March 

The meadow was in good condition at the end of 
2020 and a two month break in volunteer 
sessions was beneficial. The relatively quiet 
winter weather did not disturb many trees so 
there was little need for clearing up. 

▲However there was plenty of rain which 
resulted in the usual flooding and muddy paths. 
This,  combined with a larger number of 
walkers,  resulted in paths becoming rather 
difficult to follow. As a result paths become 
wider and new paths appear which attempt to 
bypass the mud. 

▲Socially distanced working! 

 

◄A large pile of wood chippings was delivered 
by a local tree surgeon and it was our intention to 
spread these on to the muddiest paths in January. 
This task was delayed to March but is now 
nearly complete. 

Other tasks have included rebuilding the dead 
hedge alongside the river at the S-bend. The 
previous hedge had rotted away and needed 
complete replacement. The task involves 
gathering materials, cutting, bark stripping and 
pointing the posts, installing the posts and 
weaving thinner branches to form the hedge. 
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Wildlife and Water Vole Project 
In past years the River Ems which runs along the western 
edge of the meadow and Lumley Stream which runs along 
part of the eastern side have hosted water voles in 
significant numbers. In 2012 there were 204 sightings 
recorded. Subsequently the number of sightings has fallen 
away until 2017 when there were no sightings. This 
remains the case up to the present time. 

A few members of the committee have been extremely 
active in trying to determine why the population had fallen 
away and received some encouragement when a survey in 
the summer of 2019 found considerable evidence of vole 
activity including  latrines and footprints. The survey was 
conducted by Sarah Hughes (Community Wildlife Officer 
for Chichester District Council)  

A number of measures were taken to determine whether the 
population vanished as a result of predation by mink but no 
evidence was found. 

Two committee members Dan and Terry decided to take 
more active steps to encourage voles by building feeding 
stations which they positioned in discreet places on both 
water channels. Several different designs have been tried 
the latest shown below. The stations have been supplied 
with suitable food, especially apples. Something is eating 
this fayre but we do not know what! 

It was agreed to purchase two trail cameras to watch the 
feeding stations and record any activity. An application for 
a small grant from Chichester District Council was 
successful in providing half the cost of these cameras. Trail 
cameras basically consist of a digital camera combined 
with a movement sensor and a large memory card. When 
the sensor detects movement the camera is triggered to take 
images which are stored on the memory card. The cameras we have acquired are equipped with infra red 
(invisible) lighting to enable  images to be visible during hours of darkness. 

During this spring and summer these cameras will be installed and will start to monitor the feeding 
stations. Images of interest will be posted to members. 

We hope to use this information to further understand the ecology of the waterways and maybe get a water 
vole sighting. While voles may not be living in the streams it is always possible that they may migrate 
down stream. 

Surveying the river in 2019 

Evidence of a burrow with recent markings 
of habitation 

◄ Browning Dark 
OPS HD PRO trail 
camera 
 
 
 
Latest design of 
feeding station. ► 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP—CONTACTS 
Colin Brotherston (Chair): 15 Westbourne Ave, Emsworth, PO10 7QT. tel. 07779 759696. e-mail colin.bmcg@btinternet.com 
Debbie Robinson (Minute Secretary):  16 Victoria Road, Emsworth, PO10 7NH.  
 tel.01243 389005.  e-mail debsrobuk@yahoo.com 
Pam Phillips (Membership Secretary and Treasurer):  2 The Rookery, Emsworth, PO10 8AH. 
 tel.01243 377791. e-mail p.phillips367@btinternet.com 
Website for photos of wildlife and Brook Meadow news:  www.brookmeadow.org.uk 

FORTHCOMING WORK SESSIONS 10am to 11.30noon (12.00 when restrictions are lifted) 

Thursday 15th April, Sunday 2nd May, Thursday 20th May , Sunday 6th June, Thursday 17th June,  

 
WILDLIFE ON THE MEADOW—
Winter 
From Brian Fellows’ wildlife blog 

  

25/03 I was greeted as usual by the sound of the 
Green Woodpecker yaffling. The Green 
Woodpecker is certainly the bird of this spring on 
Brook Meadow. Male pictured above. ▲ 

24/03 A fine clump of Summer Snowflake 
(Leucojum aestivum) in full flower on the 
flooded river bank. The bell like flowers of this 
plant have petals with a green spot at the tip. It is 
badly misnamed as the plant always flowers in 
spring not summer. This is scarce as a native plant, 
but far more common as a garden escapee which is 
the origin of this plant. ▲ 

05/02  Italian Lords and Ladies (Arum italicum ssp 
italicum) on the river bank in Palmer’s Road Copse just 
north of the south bridge. This differs from the more 
common Lords and Ladies or Cuckoo Pint (Arum 
maculatum) in having broad triangular dark green leaves 
with contrasting cream white veins. Like the common 
Lords and Ladies it has a spike of (poisonous) bright red 
berries in late summer.   Italian Lords and Ladies has 
grown in this spot on the river bank in Palmer’s Road 
Copse for many years. ► 

05/02 Brooklime on the river bank in Palmers 
Road Copse. We have another large growth of 
Brooklime in the south east corner of the south 
meadow – an area which has been constantly 
under water this winter. I have not seen these 
on the river bank before.  ◄ 
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