
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
Web site . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/ 

 
THE LAST NEWS BULLETIN 
I have been sending out fortnightly  newsletters (originally weekly) by e-mail to Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group members and to other interested people for the past 15 years, hardly ever missing 
a week.   I think the time has come to call a halt.  I trust you have found the newsletters of interest.    
But don't despair, the conservation and wildlife news will continue on the new Brook Meadow 
web site.  This new site contains all the information (and more) that is usually presented on the 
e-mail newsletters.   See . . .  http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/ 
 

 
 NEWSLETTER FOR WEEKS 37-38 - Sep 12-18,  2016 

Work Session 
Thursday 15 September 
It was a sultry Thursday morning, hot and humid with an increasingly present sun.  Twelve volunteers, 
(Maurice Lillie, Pam Phillips, Suzanne Holroyd, Phil and Ute Wilde, Kathy Edwards (a new volunteer) 
Mike Probert, Tony Browne, Wally Osborne, Dan Mortimer Jane Shorrock and Jennifer Rye), 
assembled at HQ eager to do some work.  Little did they know that it was to be a session of the hardest 
job we ever tackle; grass cutting and raking.  Maurice, appointed leader for the morning explained the 
nature of the task and the hazards to beware of both environmental and in the use of tools.  Three 
trained first-aiders were present.  The meadow to be tackled was the flower-rich area, a.k.a. the orchid 
area in the North Meadow. 
Because of the enormity of the task it was decided that it was “all hands to the pump” so no litter 
picking was done.  We remembered the sad loss of Frank Styles, who was the most regular of litter 
pickers at our work days.   
Maurice had started cutting before the official start so that the raking could begin immediately after the 
briefing.  So as to maintain a supply of material to collect, Mike, continued mowing for 35 minutes, 
whilst everybody else raked, bagged and dragged the long grasses, short grasses, abundant ragwort, 
meadowsweet, a few nettles and brambles plus mares tail and the remains of many other dying 
wildflowers that inhabit the area, now that they have seeded.   
At 11.00 the weary bunch welcomed a chance to lay down their, rakes, hay forks and clearance bags 
as it was break time.  Pam, permanent supplier of refreshments doled out tea, coffee and biscuits.  
Thank you Pam. 
Dan took the opportunity of everyone being assembled to remind us of the group of people who are 
getting together on Saturday and Sunday for a few weeks, to paddle about, suitably attired, in Peter 
Pond to start the huge task of moving silt from the wide areas on the east and west sides of the pond, 
towards the channel so that it can be washed out to sea with combined help of the Lumley Stream and 
the high tides.   
Afterwards the break, Phil took over the power scythe for a short while and continued to cut the 
wildflower area, whilst as before, the other volunteers raked the mowings and removed them to the 
composting areas. 
At midday the tools were cleaned and returned to their store.  It is amazing that we cut about two thirds 
of the area.  Well done everyone, a great effort.  This must be continued at the next sessions to 
promote next year’s growth. 
Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
The next scheduled workday is Sunday 2nd October.  Meet at HQ, located between the north bridge 
and The Seagull Lane gate, at 09.50, for a prompt start at 10.00.  All volunteers, both regular and 
anyone else, will be warmly welcomed.  Trained First Aiders will be on hand.  Refreshments will be 
available.  All necessary tools are provided and, where necessary training will be given. 
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the new Brook Meadow web site at . . .  
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/ 
 
Brook Meadow AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be held on Friday October  
28th, in the Parish Hall at the south entrance to St James Church, starting at 7p.m.  The regular 
business of annual reports and re-elections to the committee will be first.  Then, at around 8pm there 
will be a refreshment break, followed by a presentation by Steve Taylor BA Hons MNIMH, late of the 
Medicine Garden in Emsworth, on the subject "Important Herbs of Brook Meadow".    Steve has led 
herb walks on the meadow on summer evenings for many years, and it will be a wonderful opportunity 
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to learn more from him on the subject of herbs and their healing powers. All members are very 
welcome to attend the meeting and we look forward to seeing many of you there.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips continues to roam around Brook Meadow with his camera at the ready and has got 
some excellent photos over the past two weeks, including some excellent action shots of Chiffchaffs.   
Chiffchaffs are regular summer visitors to Brook Meadow and though a few do tend to hang around for 
the winter provided it does not get too cold.   
Malcolm has also got some cracking photos of butterflies which are particularly attracted to the 
Michaelmas Daisies which are now out on the meadow.  Peacock, Red Admiral, Small White, Speckled 
Wood and Holly Blue are currently prominent with the occasional Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady.  Of 
the other insects Meadow Grasshopper, Long-winged Conehead, Crane-fly and Common Darter have 
also been spotted along with both 4-spot and Garden Spider.    
 
Mandarin Duck  
In the past week Malcolm Phillips got a photo of an unusual duck on Peter Pond.  It had a mottled 
chest, grey head, pinkish bill and narrow white 'spectacles' and white chin.  Following some discussion 
with others on the blog it was agreed that the bird was most likely to have been a juvenile male 
Mandarin Duck in eclipse plumage.  I think Dan Mortimer may have seen this bird earlier in the week.   
Pity it was not a male in full plumage as there would have been no doubt about that.   As far as I am 
aware, this is the first Mandarin Duck sighting in Emsworth since a female turned up on Emsworth 
Millpond in January 2012.  I recall we had a long staying male Mandarin Duck on Peter Pond many 
years ago, not sure when exactly.   
 
Ospreys 
Ospreys have been seen locally, mainly around Thorney Island and Farlington Marshes.  Christopher 
Evans saw one flying overhead near the shore at Nutbourne on Sep 21.  He said it appeared to be 
holding something in its talons and was being harried by a lone gull.  From the seawall, Christopher 
spotted a second Osprey flying over the main channel and occasionally dipping into the water.    
On Sep 23 while doing his Langstone survey, Peter Milinets-Raby saw two Ospreys distantly over 
Emsworth Harbour; they drifted even further east over Thorney island.  Ospreys regularly stop off at 
Thorney Deeps on their way from their breeding grounds in the north;  they are heading to their 
wintering areas in Africa.   
 
Nore Barn news 
I have been checking the stream at Nore Barn from time to time over the past couple of weeks for any 
sign of the return of the Spotted Redshank for its 13th winter running.   However, there has been 
nothing so far, though its regular feeding companion, the colour-ringed Greenshank (G+GL), is already 
present and waiting for its friend.  Meanwhile, I saw the first of the Wigeon in the harbour.  Christopher 
Evans reports hundreds of them in Nutbourne Bay.    
On Sep 23 Roy Ewing was really surprised to see a Roe Deer burst out of the north wood and dash 
between walkers, dogs and himself going westwards.  In 24 years living in Emsworth this was the first 
deer Roy has ever seen at Nore Barn.   Roe Deer are occasionally seen moving through Brook 
Meadow, though usually in early morning, but generally speaking they are pretty mobile beasts and 
wander fairly widely.   
 
Langstone news 
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the birds along the Langstone-Warblington shore where he 
always finds much of interest.  On Sep 23 he saw a single juvenile Curlew Sandpiper on the shore 
along with Dunlin, Black-tailed and Bar-tailed Godwits, Redshank, Greenshank and Grey Plover.   
Ralph Hollins counted a total of 128 Little Egrets coming into the roost in the trees behind Langstone 
Mill Pond on Sep 19.  This was noticeably less than the 176 counted on Aug 31 by Peter Milinets-Raby, 
confirming the end of August as the peak time for the roost and showing that numbers have already 
started fall to their winter low of around a dozen birds. 
 
Other news 
Derek and Heather Mills saw two Bar-headed Geese at Medmerry RSPB reserve on Sep 24.  Bar-
headed Geese are popular birds in wildfowl collection and escaped or feral birds often turn up in small 
groups, often associated with other feral birds, like Canada Geese or Greylag Geese.  The Medmerry  
birds are certainly not the wild variety that breed in Central Asia and fly over the Himalayas.   



Chris Oakley had a Willow Warbler in his garden on Sep 19 drinking from the bird bath.  These birds 
are fairly unusual in gardens, though do sometimes drop in at this time of the year on their way south to 
their wintering grounds in Africa. 
Ralph Hollins reported on Sep 19 that a flock of 220 Dark-bellied Brent Geese arrived in Chichester 
Harbour with one Light-bellied juvenile among them.  Very soon we should see and hear these regular 
winter visitors in our local harbours.   
 
View this wildlife report with photos at . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/current-wildlife-news/ 
 
For other current news see wildlife blog . . . http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
Web site . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/ 

 
 NEWSLETTER FOR WEEKS 35-36 - Aug 29-Sep 11,  2016 

Work Session 
Sunday 4th September.  Report by Jennifer Rye 
9 volunteers were welcomed on to the Meadow at 10 a.m., and tasks for the day were described by 
Jennifer, who was leading. The main task was to start cutting the enormous amount of growth on the 
Seagull Lane patch, raking up the arisings, and dragging them to the disposal site near the railway line. 
Nigel took first turn on the power scythe, and others cut carefully around the newish oak trees with 
shears. Meanwhile Debi took two volunteers to the Palmers Road copse, where they finished the 
cutting back done recently by HBC, by clearing the path from the car park to the riverside walk. 
Then it was all volunteers to the raking and dragging job, and by coffee time the area from the main 
path to the second oak had been cleared. Of course the reptile inspection mats had to be lifted out of 
the way, and replaced when the cutting was finished. Under the mats, three slow-worms were spotted, 
and one small furry creature, a vole or maybe a shrew.  
Coffee and biscuits were served at a ‘bistro table’ which was on its way back to Debbie Robinson, who 
had loaned it for the Emsworth Show. We were all grateful to Bob who had brought the coffee packs 
from Pam’s house for us, since Pam was busy at an all-day dog agility event. 
After the break, Phil took over on the scythe, others did the other tasks, while Debi Saunders, Jennifer 
and her granddaughter Martha cleared the large willow logs, which had been rolled into the river at the 
dog splash zone, back up to the log pile left by the tree surgeons. They then covered the log pile with 
wood chippings, and added a final scattering of brambles, to deter more antisocial activity. Logs must 
not be left in the river, as when the water level rises they will float downstream and block the exit under 
the Old Flour Mill into Dolphin creek. 
Dan had done a general litter clearance in the meadow, then he and Martha and Gordon went to 
rescue the wasp nest warning notices which had been similarly chucked into the river. Martha rescued 
a drowning Banded Demoiselle which had been blown into the water. 
We succeeded in cutting about two thirds of the Seagull Lane area; tools were cleaned and returned to 
HQ, and the morning ended shortly after noon. 
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the new Brook Meadow web site at . . .  
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/ 
 
Next work session will be Thursday 15th September, 10 till 12, new volunteers always welcome. Meet 
at the Seagull Lane gate.   
 
Emsworth Show – Monday August 29 
Report by Brian Fellows 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group had their usual stall at this year’s annual Bank Holiday 
Emsworth Show.  The weather was fine for a change and the show was a roaring success.   
I took along a basket of wild flowers on the front of my bike which I picked on the morning from Brook 
Meadow. They included mostly late flowering plants, like Common Fleabane, Hoary Ragwort and Wild 
Angelica and a selection of twigs from Rowan, Alder Buckthorn, Hawthorn, Oak, Ash and Osier Willow. 
I had intended putting the flowers into vases, but when I arrived everyone said they should be left in the 
basket on my bike where they looked quite splendid. In fact, they attracted a lot of attention during the 
day with people stopping at the stall to ask questions about them. 
The group's stall was as attractive as I have ever seen it and in a much better position than last year 
with space all around.  We shared the plot with the Emsworth Memorial Garden, the British Trust for 
Ornithology (run by John Goodspeed) and the RSPB.   
One innovation this year was an invitation for people to vote for the ‘people’s postcard’ from a series of 
four photos produced by John Tweddle showing the four seasons of the year on Brook Meadow.  A 
copy of the postcard was given free to every person renewing their subscription to the group.  
Debbie Robinson reported the results of the voting for John Tweddle’s seasonal views of Brook 
Meadow which were as follows: Spring 12 coins totalling £4.20.  Summer 14 coins totalling £4.25.  
Autumn 25 coins totalling £4.93.  Winter 19 coins totalling £8.67.  Total raised £22.05.  The winner, vote 
wise, was Autumn, but Winter brought in the most money, so that will be the Christmas card. 
Maurice Lillie also brought along for sale a variety of thumb sticks that he had made from different 
species of tree, including some from Brook Meadow. 
Pam Phillips reported that 15 existing members renewed their membership and one new member 
joined at the show.    Two books were sold and two of Maurice’s thumb sticks. 
Photos of the event are on the web site at . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-news/ 
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Reptile Survey – Friday September 9 – 2016 
Report by Brian Fellows 
I was pleased to meet up with Jack, a member of CSA, the Ecology firm, which is carrying out the 
reptile survey on Brook Meadow. Jack was checking the black mats that had been scattered around the 
meadow for any reptiles which might be hiding beneath them. 
Jack said he had already found a good number of Slow-worms under the mats, mainly in the north west 
sector of the meadow which is a ‘hot spot’ for them. They included males, females and juveniles. Jack 
explained how to distinguish between male and female Slow-worms. When Slow-worms are born they 
all have black flanks which are kept in females as they mature, but not in males, which always have 
clear flanks.  
Jack did not find any Common Lizards, which I was not surprised at as we have had no sightings of 
them at all this summer, despite seeing lots the previous summer. 
CSA, the ecology firm who organised reptile translocation on to the Meadow last summer, are required 
to re-survey the site a year later to determine how many reptiles have survived. They do this by a 
sampling method in which black mats are distributed around the site; the mats generate heat 
underneath which attracts the reptiles. The count reveals the rough percentage of survivors still 
present. Whether to carry out further relocations will depend on the results of the survey. 
 
Request for help on Peter Pond  
Dan Mortimer says, "Nick Madina of Slipper Millpond has agreed to open the sluices, so we at Peter 
Pond can start to flush out the silt that is badly building up in both ponds.  Nick says he will continue to 
do this until December whenever we have the high tides.  We are looking for 2 or 3 volunteers to help 
us.  Waders and gloves will be provided . It will be pretty hard work but interesting. Tea and coffee will 
be provided". Contact Dan: 01243 371360 or 07792257992 or E-mail: danmortimer121@gmail.com 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has been roaming around the meadow on a daily basis with his camera looking for 
interesting wildlife.  It is amazing what he manages to find.  This week his sharp eyes spotted what he 
thought at first was a Water Vole swimming in the river.  But sadly, the long body, long ears and pointed 
nose all indicated it was a Brown Rat.  We have had no Water Vole sightings on the river this year.   
On Sep 5, Malcolm also saw a large Pike in the river just north of the south bridge which he estimated 
to be a good 18ins long - the first Pike sighting we have had on Brook Meadow since October 2015.   
I must admit hoping we had seen the last of these large and fierce predators in the river which we could 
have contributed to the disappearance of our Water Voles.   
Malcolm also got a nice shot of a male Blackbird consuming red berries on our Rowan trees on the east 
side of the north meadow.  But butterflies have been his speciality and has got excellent images of 
Painted Lady, Red Admiral, Clouded Yellow, Common Blue, Small Copper, Speckled Wood, Comma, 
Green-veined White and Holly Blue which are all on the Emsworth blog.   
On Aug 3,  Malcolm got what appeared to be two Small White butterflies mating, but Ralph Hollins 
explained that the behaviour of the female in flattening her wings and raising her abdomen in Malcolm's 
photo was a sign that she had already mated and was rejecting the advances of the male.    
See  http://21stcenturynaturalist.blogspot.co.uk/2012/05/rejection-courtship-behaviour-in-orange.html 
 
Unusual garden birds 
Leslie Winter had a Turtle Dove turn up in his North Emsworth garden this week, a very rare bird, not 
only in gardens, but now generally.  They are on the red data list of endangered birds.  Leslie's rather 
sorry looking bird was no doubt taking a breather on its way back to its wintering grounds in tropical 
Africa, but its chances of getting there past the shooters of Malta are not good.   
We have had regular visits from a Domestic Canary to our garden in Bridge Road Emsworth over the 
past week.  It must have escaped from a cage or aviary.  Domestic Canaries are specially bred as 
domestic pets and lack the natural defensive strategies of wild birds, so they generally don't last long in 
the wild where they are very vulnerable to predators of all sorts.  They derive from the wild Canary 
which breeds in Madeira and the Canary Islands.   
 
Rare bird on Thorney 
There has been a juvenile Red-necked Phalarope on the Little Deeps, Thorney for several days. Ros 
Norton saw it this afternoon from the footpath and says it was easy to see and looks like a small gull.  
Look out also for Ospreys fishing in the harbour on the eastern side of Thorney Island.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife is at . . .   
http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
Web site . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/ 

 
 Newsletter for Weeks 33-34 - Aug 15-28,  2016 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS 

Work Session - Thursday 18th August 
Eleven volunteers gathered in warm, damp conditions after overnight rain.  One team energetically 
barrowed woodchips from the pile by HQ along Seagull Lane to fill the dips and depressions ahead of 
winter.   Another team cleared the tangled vegetation around the Hazel copse stools to let in some light 
and air.  They then proceeded to trim the fast growing willows along the main river path by the sluice.  
The ‘woodchip crew’ completed their first task and then started to mulch the Hazel stools before 
teatime. In parallel, Dan gave the signcases a good clean. 
Pam provided a welcome tea break on the riverbank away from the flies before the mulching of the 
Hazel stools was completed.  Wally strimmed the transverse paths in the South Meadow, followed by a 
rake-up of the cuttings.  A warning notice was placed near a wasp nest on the north path.  A good 
morning’s work in humid conditions. 
Report by Mike Probert 
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the new Brook Meadow web site at . . .  
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/ 
 
Next work session will be Sunday 4th September, 10 till 12, new volunteers always welcome. Meet at 
the Seagull Lane gate.   
 
Emsworth Show 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group will have their regular stall at the annual Emsworth Show on 
the Emsworth Recreation Ground in Horndean Road on Bank Holiday Monday August 29th.   Gates will 
open at 11am. So, please come along and say hello to the folks and maybe renew your membership for 
the coming year – still only £3. 
 
CSA plan of reptile survey points 
CSA, the ecology firm who organised reptile translocation on to the Meadow last summer, are required 
to re-survey the site a year later to determine how many reptiles have survived. They do this by a 
sampling method: black mats are distributed at key sites, which, because they generate heat 
underneath, attract the reptiles. The count reveals the rough percentage of survivors still present. 
To this end CSA have distributed a large number of these mats around the Meadow: 39 in the Seagull 
Lane Patch, 85 in the North Meadow and 27 in the Central Meadow as shown in a sketch map that can 
be seen on the web site at . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-news/ 
It would be helpful if members walking through the Meadow ensure that the mats are not interfered 
with, especially not moved or thrown into the river!   Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Frank Styles 
It is with great sadness that we have heard that Frank Styles, one of our conservation volunteers, has 
died.  Frank was a volunteer for several years and was a regular attendant at our Sunday and Thursday 
work sessions on Brook Meadow.   
He was always a lovely, reliable, happy and gentle man.  From his first appearance on the Meadow, 
Frank always did the same task, litter picking, which he did meticulously.  Hawk-eyed, if even the 
smallest piece of litter lurked unseen to the casual passer by, Frank's litter picker would pounce on it.   
Frank’s last work session on Brook Meadow was on Aug 7, 2016.  
We last saw him at our annual skittles evening at The Barley Mow, in Walderton.  His unique style, 
which one might call, the Frank style, was remarkable.  There was no knowing where the ball would 
travel on its way to the skittles.  His master shot was remarkable; somehow making the heavy rubber 
ball leave the alley floor climbing the side and running along the top of the low wall before dropping just 
short of the head of skittles and still having just enough kinetic energy to knock over not just one or two 
but every skittle.  The roar of disbelief echoed around the room. 
Dear Frank, we will miss you and thank you for helping to keep Brook Meadow the lovely haven of calm 
and delight, enjoyed by so many people.    Appreciation by Maurice Lillie  
 
More tributes and photos of Frank at work on Brook Meadow can be seen on the special tributes page.  
This page also contains tributes to other friends of Brook Meadow that have passed away.   
Go to . . .  http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/tributes/  
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Malcolm Phillips 
Regular visitors to Brook Meadow will have missed the familiar figure of Malcolm Phillips over the past 
6 months.   Well, he has been on holiday in Cuba and while he was there he got married to an 
attractive Cuban lady!  Congratulations Malcolm.  I have seen photos of his wife and the house that 
they have been renovating in Cuba and cannot help but be envious.  He hopes to obtain Cuban 
citizenship so he can move out there.  We shall certainly miss Malcolm's excellent photos, but wish him 
well in his new life.  He may even be persuaded to become our special Cuban wildlife correspondent?   
 
Brown Argus  
Since his return from Cuba, Malcolm has been roaming around the meadow, snapping anything that 
looks interesting.   On Aug 26 he got a blue butterfly that I thought at first was a brown female Common 
Blue.  But Ralph Hollins informs me that the total absence of blue in the wings and the presence of dark 
spots in the centre of the forewing clearly indicated that it was a Brown Argus.  To see the photos 
showing the differences go to http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species_similarities.php and scroll down to 
the relevant section. This was only our 4th ever sighting of a Brown Argus on Brook Meadow -  
Malcolm also had one on 29-Aug last year.   
 
Dead Mole 
On Aug 26, Malcolm also found a dead Mole on the ground, apparently unharmed.  Moles, of course, 
spend most of their lives burrowing underground, but in summer when the ground is very dry they will 
come onto the surface to seek food, ie worms, which go deeper than Moles are able to burrow.  
Malcolm's Mole could be a young animal that chanced its luck on the surface, but succumbed to the 
forces of nature.  Does anyone have a better explanation?   
 
House Martins 
Caroline French is near the end of her BTO House Martin survey in Westbourne.   Of the 13 original 
nests, three have second broods with well-developed chicks which look nearly ready to fledge, one has 
chicks which seem younger, but are just becoming visible near the nest entrance, another three nests 
have activity around the nest, suggesting likely second nesting attempts.  So, it looks like at least seven 
nests so far are having second breeding attempts. That is brilliant, particularly as we have not a single 
House Martin nest anywhere in Emsworth.  Caroline has taken some really cute photos of young House 
Martins peeping out of their nests for the Emsworth blog - Sunday Aug 21.   
 
Osprey on Thorney 
On Aug 25, Claire Power got a picture of an Osprey sitting on a post near Thorney Deeps. Claire saw it 
from Thorney Road just before you get to the army base checkpoint, but they are often seen on the old 
landing light on the east side of Thorney.  Ospreys regularly stop off at the Deeps at this time of the 
year on their way south from their breeding grounds (in Scotland?) to their wintering grounds in Africa.  
 
Langstone Mill Pond 
Returning from a family holiday to Belarus, Peter Milinets-Raby was back on his home patch at 
Langstone Mill Pond on Aug 24.  He found waders off shore with 44 Dunlin, 6 Bar-tailed Godwit, 3 Grey 
Plover, 3 Black-tailed Godwit, 115+ Redshank, 2 Sandwich Tern, 3 Common Gull.  On the pond was 
the Mute Swan family with 8 juveniles and 39+ Little Egrets roosting in the trees behind the pond.   
On the evening of 25th August Ralph Hollins counted at least 124 Little Egrets roosting in the trees 
behind the pond.  This total is likely to rise as autumn progresses.     
Peter's good birds in Belarus included a family group of Whooper Swans, Red-backed Shrike, Short-
toed Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Icterine Warbler and White Stork.  He also made a YouTube video 
of wild flowers in Belarus . . . https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igf5D9Ashkg 
 
Pesticide free Havant  
Havant Friends of the Earth has launched an online petition urging Havant Borough Council to stop 
using products in public places that contain glyphosate, a potentially carcinogenic material found in 
products such as Roundup. The aim is to build support towards putting a motion to the full council to 
actively seek non toxic alternatives. To sign the petition click on the link . . . http://goo.gl/Lne7SJ 
It is easy. I have just done it. If you hate the idea of pesticides being sprayed around the streets of 
Emsworth like I do then sign up. They are very bad for the environment and bad also for people!  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife is at . . .   
http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
Web site . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/ 

 
 Newsletter for Weeks 31-32 - Aug 1-14,  2016 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS 

Work Session - Sunday 7 August 2016 
Sunday dawned cool but muggy, fortunately the rain overnight had cleared in time for us to start on 
time.  Before the start of the work session Maurice had got ahead with cutting most of the central 
meadow green paths with the power scythe. However, while cutting the north path, the scythe had 
inadvertently slipped partly down the river bank, so Maurice and Gordon, ably assisted by a meadow 
visitor, hauled the scythe up the river bank.  The scythe was working fine when Maurice was later 
cutting the path through the Seagull Lane patch. 
The gazebo which proved to be no longer waterproof at the Emsworth Show two years ago, was 
spread out and reproofed by Pam and Colin. This was done in the newly cut section of the north 
meadow. 
The main task for the day was to shift the larger pile of wood chippings which had been left beside HQ 
by the firm of tree surgeons employed by Artec Engineering to 'pollard' the willows along their section of 
the western bank of the Ems. We had managed to prevent even more being left there by warning them 
that they were not wanted by us at this season of the year. A smaller than usual band of volunteers 
managed to complete this task, but it took the whole morning. Here are before and after shots of the 
wood chippings pile. 
Meanwhile, Bob trimmed off brambles near the interpretation board to allow easier access for visitors. 
The unsurfaced sections of Seagull Lane which get muddiest in the winter months were covered with a 
thick layer of wood chippings, also the whole section of the meadow between the gate and HQ.  
Frank did his usual heroic litter clearance and Pam provided extremely welcome refreshments, as well 
as clipping overhanging vegetation from several footpaths.  Dave Lee turned up just in time for the 
group photo!   Honour is due to Maurice, Pam, Colin, Debbie, Bob, Frank and Gordon for their sterling 
efforts today. 
YouTube video of volunteers clearing the wood chippings . . https://youtu.be/EqpC65FYGo8 
 
Next work session will be Thursday 18th August, 10 till 12, new volunteers always welcome. Meet at 
the Seagull Lane gate, and admire the newly surfaced entrance way. And don't forget to call in at our 
stand at the Emsworth Show on Bank Holiday Monday August 29th, and take the opportunity of 
renewing your membership there. 
 
Conservation Work sessions on Brook Meadow 
Work sessions are held on the first Sunday and third Thursday in the month. 10am - 12 noon. Meet at 
the new tool store on the Seagull Lane patch. All tools, tea/coffee and biscuits, provided. For details of 
specific work sessions call Jennifer Rye - 01243 376926 
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the new Brook Meadow web site at . . .  
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/ 
 
Surprise visitor 
At the end of last Sunday's work session we had a surprise visitor to Brook Meadow in the form of a 
soldier who was visiting war memorials Britain on a mobility scooter. His objective was to see and 
photograph the plaque on the north bridge commemorating the two airmen who were killed in a plane 
crash over the meadow in WW2. He did this and was then off in a flash!  Photos on the web site.   
 
Annual Cut 
Martin Cull took two full days (Aug 3 and Aug 5) to carryout the annual cutting of the grassland on 
Brook Meadow.  As in previous years, the work was done in line with the group's policy of mosaic 
cutting, where some areas are cut and others left uncut. The more ecologically sensitive areas of the 
meadow, such as the orchid area in the north meadow and the Lumley area will be cut later by the 
volunteers when seeds have set.   There are photos on the Brook Meadow site along with the mowing 
plan for Brook Meadow. See . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-news/ 
Martin and his father Brian before him have done a very good job  over the years in helping to keep the 
meadow in reasonably good shape and the conservation group are very grateful for their attention. 
 
 
 

http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/EqpC65FYGo8
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-news/


Emsworth Show 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group will have their regular stall at the annual Emsworth Show on 
the Emsworth Recreation Ground in Horndean Road on Bank Holiday Monday August 29th.   Gates will 
open at 11am. This year we shall be sharing a plot with the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, 
the British Trust for Ornithology and the Emsworth Memorial Garden.  So, please come along and say 
hello to the folks and maybe renew your membership for the coming year – still only £3. 
 
Tree cutting 
Earlier this month, Havant Borough Council contracted tree surgeons to take the tops off (pollard) the 
very tall Crack Willow trees along the western side of the River Ems behind the Artec Factory as there 
was a danger the trees would fall onto the factory.  The work was, in fact, paid for by Artec.  The 
pollarding is finished, but lots of hefty branches have fallen across the river which will need to be 
removed and Maurice Lillie is currently negotiating with the Environment Agency about clearing them 
as they could well hinder the flow of water in the river as well as affecting the river habitat for Water 
Voles and other wildlife.   

New gate 
As planned, the Environment Agency has erected a new gate at the bottom of the steps at the southern 
entrance to the south meadow. This gate will normally be kept open except when the south meadow is 
flooded when it will be locked to prevent public access.  They have also erected a new fence at the 
southern end of the south meadow.  Hopefully, the bramble hedge will regrow.   

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
There is a forest of Hoary Ragwort on the orchid area at the moment; a good and attractive plant and 
an excellent source of nectar, but not a Cinnabar caterpillar in sight. Are they scarce this year?    
Hoary differs from Common Ragwort mainly in its thin pointed leaflets.   
I was interested to see several red flower spikes of Amphibious Bistort - a plant which seems to flower 
very rarely, at least here on Brook Meadow.  There are, in fact, two forms of Amphibious Bistort: the 
terrestrial form which we have on Brook Meadow and an aquatic one which grows in water and is far 
more likely to flower.  The aquatic form flowers on Petersfield Lake. 
Sadly, the Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea which for many years has struggled through the mass of 
vegetation on the Seagull Lane patch to show its bright red flowers, has failed to show up this year.  
However, the lemon scented Balm has made it through the tangle of nettles and brambles in Palmer's 
Road copse on the edge of the car park.   
 
Hornet Mimic Hoverflies 
On Aug 8 I spotted a large colourful insect on a Hogweed flower head in Palmer's Road Copse, which I 
thought was a Hornet.  I subsequently learned that it was a Hornet Mimic Hoverfly (Volucella zonaria) - 
living up to its name very successfully!    A day later I saw another one feeding on one of the large 
flower heads of Wild Angelica growing near the fence that the Environment Agency has erected at the 
bottom of the south meadow.  I was not fooled this time, but Ralph Hollins told me this one was a 
different Hornet Mimic Hoverfly called Volucella inanis.  As well as being smaller than the earlier insect, 
Ralph pointed out several other differences.   For a summary of differences . . . . . 
http://www.opalwestmidlands.org/volucella_hovers/Volucella.html 
Keep a look out for them on the south meadow of Brook Meadow.  They are very photogenic.   
 
Waysides News  
The Greater Burdock plants at the end of the path from Washington Road to the Recreation Ground are 
going from strength to strength.  However, one can't say that for the Wild Clary on grass verge at the 
northern end of Christopher Way which has been mown yet again by the Norse cutting team.  But it is a 
determined plant and is back up and flowering just two weeks after been shorn to the ground.  Please 
Mr Norse give it a chance.  Is that too much to ask?   
Stone Parsley with its tiny white flowers is rampant on the wayside at the junction of New Brighton 
Road and Horndean Road.  Meanwhile, the wayside to the north of Emsworth Railway Station 
continues to delight train commuters with its galaxy of pure wild flowers and not a planted one in sight! 
Hoary Ragwort is particularly colourful and provides an attractive nectar source for Bumblebees.   I also 
like the seed heads of the willowherbs with their plumes of long silky hairs and thin pods.   
Finally, there has been a very good flowering of Wild Celery on the east side of Peter Pond.    
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife is at . . .   
http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm 

http://www.opalwestmidlands.org/volucella_hovers/Volucella.html
http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 29-30 - July 18-31,  2016 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS 

New web sites 
Report by Brian Fellows  
Hampshire County Council has stopped hosting community web sites on July 31, 2016.  This means 
both the Emsworth Wildlife and the Brook Meadow Conservation Group sites will cease to function after 
this date, so new hosting providers are needed.   
The new Brook Meadow site will be hosted by TCV (The Conservation Volunteers) and this will be free 
as we are paid up members of the group.   I have had struggle to adapt to the new format as it involves 
using Wordpress which I am not familiar with.   However, I now have a new site up and running, though 
it is not yet complete.  The text size is small, but can be increased by using zoom on your mouse or 
your mobile device.  I would be grateful for any feedback about the site and how you think it might be 
improved.    But it still a work in progress.   
The link for the new web site is . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/   
 
I have moved the Emsworth Wildlife site (including the daily blog) to my personal FamilyFellows web 
site, hosted by a commercial provider, at . . . http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm 
 
Work session - Thursday 21 July 
Report by Maurice Lillie 
Following several days of scorching weather, it was a relief to have a morning that was overcast yet 
mild but humid for 10 volunteers to assemble at HQ, 
Maurice, appointed leader for the morning explained the main task, which was to remove the rough 
dead hedge around the wild flower area in the north meadow, so that when it was time to mow the area 
the risk of damage to the cutter from hidden branches, would be minimised. Although the task was 
mainly a manual operation, in the event of tools being needed, rakes, loppers or shears appropriate 
guidance was given to ensure safe operation. It was explained that work by hand was not without risk 
and care should be exercised especially when pulling grass enshrouded branches of uncertain length 
that others nearby could be endangered.  The other tasks were to ease around the water vole 
information case in Palmers Road Copse and to remove a substantial branch leaning over the path 
near the central seat. Two trained first-aiders were present. 
Jane and Frank litter picked the meadow, Palmers Road Copse and the surrounding paths. 
Pam, Ute, Colin, Dan and Jennifer set about the clearance of twigs and branches, including some 
willows that had taken root and carted it to the area in the south east corner of north meadow. 
Phil modified a fence post that was preventing the cover of the water vole information board. 
Dave removed two branches near the central seat, one an ash that had been partly snapped off and 
the second the overhanging branch. As the branch was so large, Dave removed it in three sections. 
The last section being cut close to the ground as close inspection showed that it was badly decayed. 
Phil assisted Dave in this last. 
At 11.00 Pam served hot and cold drinks and biscuits -much appreciated by all. Colin took a group 
photograph for the record.  
At 12.00 the volunteers returned to HQ with the tools which were checked and stored. The volunteers 
were thanked for their hard work cheerfully carried out. 
The EA volunteered to cut a large dead fallen tree trunk in the South Meadow into lengths that could be 
handled by our volunteers. They also offered the sound sections of posts and rails from the south 
fence, when the new fence is to be erected. This was welcomed and it was agreed to place them 
securely behind HQ.  
The next scheduled workday is Sunday 7 August at HQ at 09.55 to which all volunteers, both regular 
and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. The tasks will probably 
include mowing main grass footpaths in all meadows, sundry tree work, the spreading of wood 
chippings. Future tasks will include: remaking the steps down into North Meadow from near the east 
end of the north bridge, widening the path outside HQ, mowing wild flower areas, mowing other areas 
not covered by the Contractor. 
 
Workday reports and photos are on the new Brook Meadow web site at . . .  
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/ 
 
Current construction work 
Maurice Lillie has summarised the various aspects of work taking place on the meadow which can be 
seen on the new web site at . . . http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/ 

http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/
http://familyfellows.com/0-0-0-wildlife-index.htm
http://www.brookmeadow.org.uk/conservation-work/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow flowers 
The meadow is currently a glorious sea of white, pink, yellow and purple with Great Willowherb, 
Hogweed, Great Willowherb, Common Fleabane and Creeping Thistle all well in flower.   Other less 
prominent late flowering plants to look out for are Lesser Burdock, Hemp Agrimony, Red Bartsia, Wild 
Angelica and Timothy grass.  Hoary Ragwort is abundant on the orchid area this year and has only just 
started flowering in the past couple of days.  It can be easily distinguished from Common Ragwort from 
its narrow leaves with thin pointed lobes.   Meanwhile, if you walk around the east side of the Lumley 
area you will come across the strawberry-like fruits of the aptly named Strawberry Clover - but not for 
eating!  What a beautiful meadow we have right in our midst.  Unfortunately, our small crop of Marsh 
Woundwort was a victim of the flood defence work of the Environment Agency, but it should come 
again next year.   There is still plenty out on the wayside north of Emsworth Railway Station.   
 
Alder Buckthorn  
On July 29, I met Pam Phillips on the causeway where we stopped to admire the fine crop of berries on 
the Alder Buckthorn trees, some red and some black.  These will provide excellent nourishment for our 
resident birds over the winter (if they last that long).  I recall well planting the original 15 saplings in 
2005 with Ian Brewster (of HBC) and my friend Ron Clarke who was over from the USA on a birding 
trip.  We lost a few trees over the years due to poor management (my fault!), however, the remaining 
trees have done very well and need no help from us any more.  The leaves are also a vital food source 
for caterpillars of the Brimstone butterfly.   
Talking about berries, I see Blackberries are also ripening, though they won't really be sweet enough to 
eat for a while.   
 
Insects 
A superb male Southern Hawker dragonfly perched for a photo on the edge of the new track in the 
south meadow on July 26.  Butterflies are scarce, though Speckled Woods are fairly numerous in the 
shaded area of Palmer's Road Copse.  I got photos of one showing both its upper wings and its less 
commonly seen under wings.   The grassland is alive with Meadow Grasshoppers.   
There are hoverflies of the species Volucella pellucens on the meadow.  One actually landed on the 
back of my hand and gave me a sharp nip.  I gather hoverflies don't bite, but this one did!  
 
Millpond News 
There is nothing much happening on the town millpond where the resident pair of Mute Swans rule the 
roost, keeping all others off the pond.  Gone are the days of 100+ swans for the kids to feed alas.    
All the activity this year has been on Slipper Millpond where the Great Black-backed Gulls successfully 
hatched three youngsters on the centre raft.   However, one of the youngsters is dead, slumped over 
the edge of the raft, seemingly having got its head jammed between two boards.  No one seems to 
know what happened to it.  The rest of the family appear to have left the pond leaving the other pond 
birds to enjoy a welcome bit of peace.   Brendan Gibb-Gray has a Coot family with two chicks near his 
house in Chequers Quay and I have seen a Mallard family with 5 ducklings on the pond.   
As for the Mute Swans which nested in the reeds on the east of the pond, they successfully raised four 
cygnets, though one has been lost, but the surviving three look very healthy.   
 
Harbour news 
Peter Milinets-Raby reports that migration is now underway in Langstone Harbour with wintering and 
passage birds arriving on the mudflats.  These included Greenshank, Common Redshank, Black-tailed 
Godwits, 5 summer plumaged Dunlin and a stunning summer plumaged Grey Plover.  Yes, it looks as if 
winter is on the way!   A few waders have been seen in Emsworth Harbour, but most have yet to arrive.   
Our famous Spotted Redshank is not likely to be back in the Nore Barn stream until early October.  
That is, if it does arrive for its 13th winter running.  That will be amazing.   
 
Garden news 
We have had in the region of 40 Starlings in our Emsworth town garden over the past couple of weeks, 
mostly youngsters, either on the fat balls which they love, or mopping up bits of food dropped from the 
feeders.  Let's hope they have had a good breeding season, as Starling numbers have declined 
dramatically over the past 30 years.  Currently, we also have two young Robins which come in regularly 
for left overs from the Starling feeding frenzy.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 25-26, June 20 - July 3,  2016 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS 

Work session - Sunday 3 July 
A total of 13 volunteers turned out on a humid morning to tackle a variety of tasks. The wet weather had 
accelerated growth all over the meadows which required Phil to take the power scythe out to clear the 
paths. Jennifer and Debbie cleared around the young trees to enable a mulch of wood chips to be laid 
to assist the growth of the trees. Joan, Frank and Nigel headed off on a litter pick while Dan, Bob and 
Pam cleared the debris of the Goat Willow tree from the South Gate to make the area a lot tidier. Tony 
set off to create room around the copse in the SW corner of the North Meadow to enable planned 
mowing. 
After refreshments dispensed in her usual efficient manner by Pam, Nigel took over the power scythe 
whilst Jennifer donned the waders and, supported by Debbie, reinforced the berms in the river by 
planting willow cuttings into the river bed. It is hoped that this will help create a better flow and improve 
the river bed. Phil, Dan and Bob joined Tony on the work in the copse and by the time it came to call it 
a day a clear mowing area had been created. 
Many thanks to all the volunteers for their hard work on what turned out to be quite a warm morning. 
Report by Ian Newman 
 
The next scheduled workday is Thursday 21st July.  Meet at HQ, located between the north bridge and 
The Seagull Lane gate, at 09.50, for a prompt start at 10.00.  All volunteers, both regular and anyone 
else, will be warmly welcomed.  Trained First Aiders will be on hand.  Refreshments will be available.  
All necessary tools are provided and, where necessary training will be given. 
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
I have been looking for Water Voles regularly on the Lumley Stream where I saw the last one on June 
4, but without any luck.  I am also monitoring a few likely looking burrow holes on the east bank of the 
main river in Palmer's Road Copse, but have seen nothing there either.   But I shall persevere!   
Beautiful Demoiselles are particularly numerous on the meadow this summer, particularly around the 
waterways, males with all blue wings  and females with deep brown wings.  Strangely, we are not 
seeing many Banded Demoiselles, which until a couple of years ago were the dominant demoiselles.   
Butterflies are still relatively scarce, though only today I saw Red Admiral, Comma, Meadow Brown and 
Ringlet.  The Ringlets are easy to spot with their dark brown upper wings and conspicuous 'eyes' with 
white centres on the under wings.  Look for them on the orchid area.  Marbled Whites and Large 
Skippers are also out, soon to be followed by Small Skippers.   
 
Plant news 
Meadowsweet is now flowering well and smelling strongly along the path on the east side of the north 
meadow.  It is lovely to walk along this path.   
The bright red flowers of Great Burnet on tall stems stand above the rest of the grasses, etc on the 
orchid area.  I counted 62 plants which is about the same as last year.  So, the big increase from when 
they were first recorded here in 2013 has clearly slowed down.     
Just before the workday coffee break, I had a look for Meadow Barley on the centre meadow where I 
have found some in previous years.  I quickly located a small patch and showed the workday 
volunteers for their interest.  Dan immediately went of looking for it, though he came back with Tall 
Fescue and Yorkshire Fog.   Meadow Barley is quite a scarce grass on Brook Meadow and I always 
have a job finding it.   That takes the total number of grass species (not counting sedges and rushes) 
recorded on Brook Meadow this year to 27.  There are a few more still to find.   
Sharp-flowered Rush is now widespread on the Lumley area, more so than I have seen it before.  You 
can't miss it.  I first saw this plant on the meadow in June 2009 and it has expanded rapidly since then 
to become a dominant plant of the area.  The greyish leaves of Common Fleabane are also all over the 
Lumley area and we await the bright yellow flowers which provide such a welcome splash of colour in 
late summer. 
 
 
Millpond News 
It seems as if the Mute Swan family on Slipper Millpond is down to 3 cygnets from the original 4.  No 
one knows what has happened to the missing cygnet, though I suspect it has wandered off or got killed.   



I had an e-mail from Angela Brown to say on Saturday morning (July 2) she watched a male swan 
attack and drown a cygnet in the tidal pool in front of Slipper Mill.   I wondered if the dead cygnet might 
have been the missing cygnet, but Angela said it was much smaller than those in the Pond family.  It 
seems likely that the poor cygnet got lost.  Adult swans often will not tolerate a strange cygnet.   
Meanwhile, the three Great Black-backed Gull youngsters on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond are 
growing fast and stretching their wings.  It will not be too long before they are flying.   
 
Waysides News  
Sadly, the rare Wild Clary flowers that try so hard to grow on the grass verge at the northern end of 
Christopher Way have been blitzed once again by the council cutters.   They usually bounce back, but it 
would be so much better if the cutters knew about their location.  Hint, hint.   
On the topic of verge cutting, I could only see 7 Bee Orchid flowers on the roadside grass near the 
Warblington roundabout where there were over 50 last year until they too were blitzed.  But the council 
are now aware of these.   
Not yet cut (hush, hush) and flourishing, are the 50 or so rare Greater Burdock plants on the grass 
verge by the pony field at the end of the path from Washington Road.  The flowers are not quite open, 
but the flat-topped clusters with long stalks, are very characteristic of Greater Burdock.  The more 
common Lesser Burdock has its flowers in more of a spike with shorter flower stalks.   
The beautiful Marsh Woundwort is starting to flower on the wayside to the north of Emsworth Railway 
Station - several spikes can be easily seen from the access ramp, though take care not to confuse 
them with the more common Hedge Woundwort which is also flowering there.   Incidentally, the 
embankment below the ramp is a riot of colour with yellow of Perforate St John's-wort and Common 
Ragwort, white of Hedge Bedstraw, Yarrow and Bindweed, pink of the Willowherbs and Woundworts, 
red of the docks and the occasional Water Figwort  and purples of Creeping Thistle.  Some of the 
Creeping Thistle had white flowers which I do not recall having seen before.  Martin Rand says they are 
uncommon.   
The area of grassland behind the bowling club on the Recreation Ground has a fine display of Creeping 
Bent grass.   Bent grasses have delicate tree-like panicles of single flowered purple tinged spikelets.  
Other grasses on this protected area of the Recreation Ground, which is left unmown until the end of 
the growing season, include Sweet Vernal Grass, Timothy and possibly Smaller Cat's-tail.  Meadow 
Barley can be seen close to the White Poplars in the north west corner of the ground. 
 
Other news 
On June 27 Chris Oakley watched an interesting encounter between a Red Kite and a Carrion Crow at 
the top end of Redlands Lane in North Emsworth.  Chris says, "The Kite was being harassed from 
above by the Crow, when quite suddenly the Kite did a flip turning itself almost upside down with its 
legs extended and claws uppermost.  Whether it actually made contact, I'm not sure but the Crow flew 
off in a hurry leaving the Kite to continue its circling." 
On June 24 Tony Wootton discovered what turned out to be a rare fungus growing on rotting tree 
stump south of the main A259 in Emsworth.  Ralph Hollins identified them as Volvariella bombycina 
which he had  only found once before, long ago, in Stansted Forest.   
 
Cotton Thistles 
There is a massive growth of Cotton Thistles on a bit of waste ground behind the new Wellness Clinic 
(the old Salvation Army hut) just before you get to Westbourne.  They are a good 10 feet high and are 
starting to flower.  Thanks to Chris Oakley for first putting me onto these plants.  Milk Thistle is 
described in the Hants Flora as "Very local and rare", though this one is a few feet over the border in 
West Sussex!  It is a biennial plant occupying broken ground and therefore rarely persists for long.  
There used to be some large Cotton Thistles on the opposite side of the road from where the Wellness 
Clinic is now sited, but they have long since gone.   
 
    



BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 23-24, June 6-19,  2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 16 June 
Despite the gloom of an overcast morning 12 volunteers assembled at HQ eager to do some work.  We 
welcomed a visit from Rachel Moroney of TCV on her annual visit to see what we were doing and how 
we were doing it.  Maurice, appointed leader for the morning, explained the tasks to be done and the 
hazards to beware of both environmental and in the use of tools.  Three trained first-aiders were 
present.  Brian recorded the team in a photo. 
Frank carried out a general litter pick and reported how little there was this time.  He suggested it was 
possibly due to the rapidly growing vegetation concealing it.  If so it will surface in the Autumn. 
Colin assisted by David (a new volunteer) wearing waders and working from the river, fortunately quite 
shallow, applied letters to the south side of the north bridge to identify one of two Dog Splash Zones. 
Colin stapled the individual letters of the Splash Zone on the north bridge as reinforcement to their 
adhesion.  Jennifer armed with an extensive cleaning kit visited the four information cases including the 
Water Vole information one, and gave them a much needed clean.  Bob trimmed the hedge at the 
water vole viewing fence, in Palmers Road Copse.   
Jennifer then started the clearance of tree cutting debris in Palmers Road Copse, soon to be joined by 
Phil and Tony, bearing sundry long and short saws, who had been carrying out a quick pruning job, 
removing a sagging branch over the north path near the north bridge.  Dan joined them to complete the 
clearance.  Meanwhile, Pam and Suzanne with rakes and hay forks removed the remains of the twigs 
and cut vegetation from the south meadow middle section to a nearby habitat pile.  
Using the new power scythe Mike cut paths through the north meadow, the main path in the Central 
Meadow and into South Meadow.  Later Phil took over and cut the central meadow diagonal path and 
then into the North Meadow paths on the way to HQ.  The path from behind the information case near 
the south entrance was given a trim, up to the middle section then, a full cut along the path north to the 
Weeping Willow carefully avoiding the area where the Marsh Woundwort grows, then around behind 
the tree and along to the gravel path.  This now completes, for the time being, all the grass paths in the 
South Meadow.   The whistle blew for a break and from several parts of the meadow the thirsty 
volunteers arrived to partake of Pam’s refreshments.  Pam you are a star.   
Dan and Bob trimmed around nine young trees before they became suffocated by the rampant growth 
of grasses, nettle and convolvulus.  Tony, David and Mike started the removal of several sideways 
growing branches that are unbalancing a number of willows in the small copse in the south west corner 
of the North Meadow.  At midday the tools were cleaned and returned to their store.  The volunteers 
were thanked for their hard work.  Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
The next scheduled workday is Sunday 3rd July.  Meet at HQ, located between the north bridge and 
The Seagull Lane gate, at 09.50, for a prompt start at 10.00.  All volunteers, both regular and anyone 
else, will be warmly welcomed.  Trained First Aiders will be on hand.  Refreshments will be available.  
All necessary tools are provided and, where necessary training will be given. 
 
Visit from the SW Natural History Society 
On Thursday June 9, Brian led a walk through Brook Meadow for about 15 members of the SW Natural 
History Society which is based in Devon.  This group had previously visited Emsworth in May 2009 
when we had the vast invasion of Painted Lady butterflies, but there was nothing as exciting as that this 
time. In fact, we saw very few butterflies during the whole afternoon. However, we did see lots of other 
interesting things, including masses of wild flowers, grasses and sedges.  
Jennifer Rye met the group in Palmer's Road Car Park at 2pm and gave an introduction to Brook 
Meadow and the work of the conservation group.  When Jennifer had finished I took the group onto the 
south meadow where we examined the interesting crop of  Hairy Buttercups and Celery-leaved 
Buttercups, which were new for some members.  We made our way to the Lumley area where I pointed 
out Divided Sedge, which was primarily responsible for the meadow getting its SINC status. We also 
looked at some of the other sedges and grasses along with the Ragged Robin and the Bee Orchids 
which attracted much attention.  The group were also very impressed with the main orchid area with its 
rich variety of wild flowers, including Southern Marsh and the Common Spotted Orchids.  I was thanked 
by the group for leading the walk on such a lovely afternoon. A generous donation was made to the 
conservation group.  Report by Brian Fellows  
 
Photos from conservation work sessions and group visits  are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Guides visit Brook Meadow  
Report by Pam Phillips 
Over 20 Guides with two leaders visited Brook Meadow on the evening of June 8th.  They spent the 
evening mainly spreading wood chippings, from the recently pollarded trees in Palmer Rd copse, along 
the path by the edge of the river leading to the south bridge and in the central meadow.   And a very 
good job they made of it too!   Afterwards, they all had a tour of the meadow which ended in the dog 
splash zone by the north bridge!   
Photos on the web site at . . .  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
  

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
There have been no further sightings of Water Voles on the Lumley Stream following the little spate in 
May and early June.  This is not entirely surprising as the stream is hidden in vegetation except at the 
bridge north of Peter Pond.  But, let's hope they are breeding and that any youngsters will disperse 
across the meadow to the main River Ems where the main population of voles existed until last year.   
Birds currently still singing on the meadow include Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Robin, Blackbird, 
Song Thrush, Chaffinch and Woodpigeon.  All seem to be doing well.   Fresh molehills have appeared 
on the north meadow, a good sign of underground breeding activity.   
On the flower front, the Southern Marsh Orchids have done well this year with at least 21 magnificent 
spikes which is a new record.  Seven Common Spotted Orchids were counted which was the same as 
last year.  However, only 6 Bee Orchids have been found, all on the Lumley area, whereas last year we 
had 29 in total.   There may well have been more hiding away in the dense vegetation.   
Young Thomas Irons sent me a photo of an orange coloured spotless Ladybird which I thought was just 
newly emerged from the pupa.   Ladybird wing cases are soft and pale orange at first, but harden 
quickly and develop their familiar colour pattern.  However, Thomas kept this particular insect in his 
"Ladybird  World" discovery container for two days, where it remained spotless, before being released 
back to its original place on the meadow.  Can anyone throw any light on this little mystery?   
 
Grasses 
My favourite plants on Brook Meadow at this time of the year are the grasses which are looking quite 
magnificent swaying in the breezes.  I have recorded 23 different species so far this year with more to 
come.  Tall Fescue, Rough Meadow-grass, Yorkshire Fog, Cocksfoot and False Oat-grass dominate 
the grassland.  These are all very fine in their way, but they can't compete with the swathes of Reed 
Canary-grass that tower above everything else.  Among the less common grasses found this past week 
was Smooth Brome with long drooping panicles - on the diagonal path across the centre meadow.  I 
also found Meadow Fescue and the hybrid with Perennial Ryegrass, called Fescue xFestulolium 
loliaceum - on the path in front of Beryl's seat on the east side of the north meadow.   Please don't mow 
this area!   On the Lumley area Jointed Rush and Sharp-flowered Rush are now in flower joining the 
abundance of sedges which have been out for some weeks.   
 
Other local news 
Caroline French is still doing the official BTO House Martin survey in Westbourne.  On her most recent 
survey, 10 of the 13 nests she has located were active, most with chicks and none so far have failed, or 
fallen down, or been predated. Those with chicks were getting plenty of feeding visits from the parents 
so there seems to be plenty of food around.  See Caroline's photo of one nest with four healthy-looking 
chicks poking their heads out - on the Emsworth blog for June 18.   
The three Great Black-backed Gull chicks are growing well on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond and it 
should not be too long before they start stretching their wings in preparation for flight.   
The Coot chicks from the first broods on the pond have all disappeared,  though the parents are 
steadfastly back on their nests on the rafts for a second time.    The Mute Swan pair that nested on 
Slipper Millpond have managed to keep their 4 cygnets safe from the big gulls.   
Reed Warblers are back in the reedbeds on Peter Pond and hopefully are breeding.  But there has 
been no sight or sound of Cetti's Warbler this year.   
Meanwhile, there has been lots of activity over on Langstone Mill Pond where Peter Milinets-Raby says 
the Little Egrets are now in full swing feeding young in the trees behind the pond.    
Chris Oakley had two reports of Rose-ringed Parakeets having been seen in North Emsworth.   
Ralph Hollins discovered of several clumps of Annual Beard Grass, a species new to him, while cycling 
along Hart's Farm Way near the amenity tip.   This attractive grass has large silky cylindrical flower 
heads a bit like an overgrown Meadow Foxtail.   
  
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 21-22, May 23 - June 5,  2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 5 June 
Welcome sunshine greeted 13 volunteers on the Meadow at ten o'clock, and continued all morning to 
bless our work; Gordon certainly made the most of the conditions when he undertook watering of the 
two newly planted birch trees (and himself!) with water from the Lumley stream. Brian gave us all 
updates on current sights, including a Water Vole in that same stream which he had photographed with 
great delight; he confessed that he had feared he might already have seen his last vole.  Ragged Robin 
and orchids are showing well, and the whole meadow is a picture of flowers and grasses. 
After the briefing, volunteers set off in various directions to start the tasks which had been outlined: a 
party of four with shears to Palmers Road copse to clear the paths of overhanging and obstructive 
vegetation. Two more gave all four notice boards a thorough much needed clean, and then joined 
Frank in litter collection. Another cleared the cement filled bags which had been chucked into the river 
at the north east corner, to make it safer for dogs to use that splash zone, and, while still wearing thigh 
waders, attended to some river clearance further downstream.  
The main task for the day was cutting down rampant plant growth with our lovely new power scythe 
which certainly won its colours, making short work of overgrown grass paths, and a whole section of the 
south meadow. In the past we have managed to cut only one third of the south meadow each year, on 
a rotation basis, but we hope to be able to cut it all more than once each summer in future, thus making 
it more suitable for our new reptile population. On the basis of this morning's work that now looks an 
achievable ambition.   
The two newly seeded circles in the north meadow were also given a trim, to control the grass growth 
and allow seeds of other plants to get established. Raking of arisings was done on those, as well as the 
south meadow section.  
Finally the 'butterfly path' in the south meadow was cut at the southern end.  The area close to the bund 
around the Gooseberry Cottage garden was left untouched so that the new buttercup species, which 
have appeared there since the Environment Agency's work could have a chance to seed themselves. 
We expect the EA back during June to finish making good on that job.  
The usual very welcome refreshments were served at half time, thank you Pam. Thank you too to all 
volunteers for a very satisfactory morning's work. 
The next scheduled workday is Thursday 16 June meeting at HQ at 10am to which all volunteers, both 
regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. 
Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Photos from this and previous work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Guides visit Brook Meadow  
We look forward to welcoming the Guides for their annual visit to help with conservation work on the 
Meadow this coming Wednesday evening (June 8th). The main task planned is to make use of the 
enormous pile of wood chippings left in Palmers Road copse after recent tree surgery there by Mike 
Reed.   We shall use these chippings to reinforce paths which have been waterlogged during the last 
winter to make them more welcoming and walkable to visitors. We really value their annual visit, and as 
they continue to ask to come, we assume they do too!  
It's important to us that we involve young people as much as we can, both for their own enjoyment, and 
to ensure future generations experience conservation work. If there are any young people who would 
like to make a regular commitment to our work, say in pursuit of a Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, 
we would love to hear from them. We have benefited enormously from help by two gold award D of E 
students over the last calendar year, and wish them well as they move on to University. Thanks, David 
and Nick, and good luck with your exams. Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Invertebrate monitoring on the River Ems  
Ses Wright Project Officer at the Arun & Rother Rivers Trust arranged for some invertebrate monitoring 
along the River Ems on Brook Meadow to help provide evidence of both the ecological quality of the 
river and to support some of the river improvement works the Trust has delivered over the past year.   
The survey was undertaken by Dr. Richard Osmond on Wednesday 25th May 2016.   The results will 
be shared with the group.  An earlier river survey conducted by Andrew Powling and Chloe Delgery in 
July 2005 also focussed on insects.  Their report is on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-ems-survey-2005.pdf 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles are back? 
While perusing the plants on the side of the Lumley Stream on June 4 I spotted a fresh Water Vole 
burrow hole on the east bank.  Almost immediately, a Water Vole appeared swimming downstream and 
stopped on the bank outside the hole.  I was in luck.  This was my first Water Vole of the year.  It may 
have been the same animal that Carole Checksfield & Paul Seagrave and Chris Akass had seen from 
the Lumley Path footbridge a week or so ago.  Fortunately, it remained on the bank while I gingerly got 
my camera out and took a few snaps.  After a couple of minutes, it swam a little way downstream and 
disappeared into another hole on the same side of the stream.  Let's hope there is a breeding pair to 
produce a new generation of voles to fill the gap left on the River Ems.  Photo on blog.  
 
Brook Meadow flowers 
The orchids are coming along well.  Southern Marsh Orchids are now looking very fine and photogenic; 
we have 17 so far including three on the Lumley area, mostly marked with twigs.  The first Common 
Spotted Orchids are also out.  And only today Maurice Lillie spotted 4 Bee Orchids on the Lumley area.  
I suspect there will be more provided we can find them.  Also in the main orchid area the first of the 
oval-shaped red Great Burnet flowers are now showing along with hundreds of Yellow Rattle flowers.   
Meanwhile, Ragged Robin has had a good year on the Lumley area.  I counted 154 flowering plants 
this week which is the best count since 2012.  I have no idea why numbers of this delightful plant vary 
so much from one year to the next.  There is no change in the habitat or the management of the area.   
 
Painted Ladies  
Butterflies have been very scarce this cold spring, but the warm weather today saw a mini influx of 
Painted Ladies.  I saw one flying across the Lumley area during the work day on Brook Meadow this 
morning.  It did not stop, but it was unmistakable with it light brown colouring and strong flight.  Then 
this afternoon I had another one in the garden, feeding occasionally on Red Valerian flowers.  I 
managed to get a nice photo of it which you can see on the blog.  Robin Pottinger also reported seeing 
one in his Southbourne garden.  So, is this the start of an invasion like we had in 2009?    
 
Millpond News 
I am pleased to say that the Mute Swan family from the nest on Slipper Millpond still has four cygnets 
and all are looking healthy and growing fast!   Soon they should be safe from the predatory habits of the 
Great Black-backed Gulls that are nesting on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond for the 5th year 
running.  With three hungry mouths to feed I am not sure what impact the gulls are having on local 
wildlife, but I have not seen any sign of Coot chicks.  On June 3 I witnessed one of the adults return 
with a large Eel which it presented to the chicks.  They could not cope with such a large item, so the 
adult consumed it him/herself.  Ralph Hollins thinks the gull must have stolen the Eel from a Cormorant 
or Grey Heron as it could never have caught it him/herself, surely?     
On the town millpond the dominant pair of swans continue to keep all other swans at bay, but show no 
inclination for nesting themselves.  Chris Oakley reported a Mallard family with 8 ducklings today, 
though they were being harassed by one of the swans.  
 
Other news 
I saw two Swifts flying over the houses in Bridge Road Emsworth this morning, but they have been very 
scarce this year so far.  However, Caroline French tells me that there are plenty of House Martin nests 
on houses in Westbourne where she is doing the official BTO survey.  I don't know how the Swallows 
are faring, but I have not seen any at North Thorney yet.  However, I did hear my first Cuckoo of the 
year in Westbourne at about 9pm on May 28.  Has anyone else heard that one?   
 
Pesticides Action Group 
On Tuesday 31 May Nick Mole from the Pesticide Action Network (http://www.pan-uk.org/) came to 
Havant to help energise a local action group to put a stop to the use of pesticides (including herbicides) 
by Havant Borough Council.  The results of spraying are unsightly with burn marks around trees and 
posts and are very bad for wildlife and human health.  Patricia Williamson is collecting a petition to 
present to HBC of people who would like to see this unecological and unnecessary practice stopped.  
Please contact Patricia if you are interested at . . . p.ivy@tiscali.co.uk     
The minimum number of petitioners required to trigger a council debate is 1500 which will be quite a 
challenge.  But the good news from Europe is that the EU will be voting to ban Glyphosate in all 
member countries.   Another good reason to stay in?   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 19-20, May 9-22,  2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 19 May 
Report by Daniel Mortimer 
A lovely sunny day on the Meadow.  I arrived at 09.30 eager to gain brownie points and be organised 
and ready for the off by 10.00.   Despite a lesson from Maurice on how to open the shed doors, 25 
minutes later I was rescued by Pam who opened them in a flash – Thank you Pam.  
8 trusty volunteers turned up and after completing all the necessary checks and explained the day’s 
tasks off we set. 
All the jobs were fulfilled and a few more with time in hand, such as, cut the weeds and nettles along 
the main river path.  Unfortunately no litter pickers were available. I will do a quick pick at the weekend 
around the Palmers Road end but otherwise the rest of the meadow was fairly litter free. The meadow 
has certainly grown up enormously in the last 2 weeks. 
Starting off at Seagull Lane, Gordon did a sterling job with the power scythe. We now have a lovely 
path which means I can pick rosehips and haw berries easily in the autumn. I make a mean spicy 
Chinese Hoi Sin sauce (Haw Sin Sauce!!!) and a rosehip syrup, delicious on my autumn breakfast 
porridge.  All the cuttings were gathered up (by Suzanne, Pam, Bob and Ian) and put on the sacrificial 
dump at the top end of the lane.  Meanwhile Phil dug up a nasty strip of metal on the river bank, by the 
dog splash area under Seagull Bridge. 
The rest of the team (Phil, Colin and Gordon) went to the split willow tree on central meadow, bow saws 
in hand, and did a great job deeming it safe. We now have a lovely pile of logs – a perfect haven for our 
wildlife to enjoy. 
Wally power-scythed the Butterfly path with a double haircut and even had time to spare to cut the main 
path through central meadow back to base.  He gave the scythe a good clean ready for its new owners. 
Hopefully our new one will arrive shortly. Bow saws still in hand, a large amount of dead willow was 
chopped down just below the river path and cleared away.  
With all the equipment stored away, all that remains to say – a huge thanks to Pam for tea, coffee and 
biscuits at half time. A big thanks to all the volunteers who guided me through my 1st turn of leading the 
morning. 
 
The next scheduled workday is Sunday 5 June meeting at HQ at 10am to which all volunteers, both 
regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. 
 
Photos from this and previous work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Isle of Wight 
I have been away for a few days visiting family on the Isle of Wight.  While there I was able to catch up 
on the Toothwort in Eaglehead Copse that I missed out on earlier in the spring; however, it was well 
past its best.  Much more interesting were the six Greater Butterfly Orchids in Walters Copse.  This is a 
rare plant, sparsely distributed on the Isle of Wight and the first I have ever seen.   We visited Ventnor 
Botanical Gardens where it was good to see that the Wall Lizards were still present despite the change 
in ownership.  While walking through Eaglehead Copse my son spotted a young Tawny Owl on the 
ground.  We were a little concerned for its safety, but were reassured by a wildlife expert that the 
youngster will almost certainly be able to climb back up the tree.  See the blog for more details.  
 
Brook Meadow news 
Before going away I noticed that Ragged Robin had just started to flower on the Lumley area of Brook 
Meadow.  Just two flowers were out and were living up to their name, very ragged!   They are a bit later 
than the last two years, though the first dates do vary quite a bit from one year to the next.  The annual 
counts have been very poor for the past 4 years, so let's hope they do better this year.  They are an 
important wetland indicator species.    
Many more flowering plants of Celery-leaved Buttercup have appeared on the east side of the south 
meadow, along what we used to call the Bramble path.  This is the best show of Celery-leaved 
Buttercup I have ever seen anywhere.  Well worth a look if you are not familiar with this plant.  It is an 
annual, so I suspect these plants will have originated from seeds brought in inadvertently during the 
flood defence work on the bund around the garden of Gooseberry Cottage.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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More meadow news 
Mike Wells has been checking the Lumley pool for any sign of Water Voles, but nothing to report.  But 
please keep looking and let me know about any sightings.   
On May 13 I saw the first Moorhen family of the year in the river with two chicks.  On the same day,  
Brian Lawrence got an excellent photo of the first damselfly of the year a Beautiful Demoiselle - a male 
with a metallic blue body and broad brown wings.  Beautiful Demoiselles were very rare on Brook 
Meadow until a few years ago, but now occur regularly.  The very similar Banded Demoiselle differs in 
having a broad band across its wings.   
Young Thomas Irons and his mother Glynis saw many Ladybirds, including Harlequins on Brook 
Meadow on may 11.  Thomas got a photo of the first Nursery-web spider (Pisaura mirabilis) of the year 
in typical pose resting on a nettle leaf with its two front legs stuck out.   
Marsh Foxtail is in flower in the regular spot in the wet area around the Lumley puddle.  This looks very 
much like a smaller version of the very tall Meadow Foxtail which is currently widespread around the 
meadow.   
The green sterile stems of Field Horsetail are now prominent around the meadow.  This is  the second 
phase of growth of this fascinating plant (if rather unpopular, particularly with gardeners).  The first 
phase, which occurs in early spring, produces fertile cone-bearing stems.     
 
Millpond News 
The big news while I was away was the hatching of three Great Black-backed Gull chicks on the centre 
raft on Slipper Millpond.  I am grateful to Mike Wells for sending a nice photo of the chicks for the blog.  
I hope they are still there!   
Meanwhile, the Mute Swan parents sensibly moved their brood of 5 cygnets off Slipper Millpond where 
they nested in the reedbeds into the harbour.  I saw them in the relative safety of Dolphin Lake about a 
week ago.  
 
Chichester Peregrines 
The RSPB have their usual Peregrine watching booth with telescopes and a live nest camera in the 
garden of the cafe behind Chichester Cathedral.  When I visited on May 14 there were four chicks 
hatched 2½ weeks ago.   Unusually, all four chicks hatched together.  They will be sexed and ringed by 
Graham Roberts.  You can view the live web cam on the nest on the link at . . . 
http://www.chichesterperegrines.co.uk/live%20link.htm 
 
Hedgehogs 
Jane Allen was delighted to report that after 4 years of no show they finally had a Hedgehog in their 
Kings Road garden on May 10.   Our local Hedgehog expert, Caroline French, says ... "I have one 
coming for food each night but I'm not sure it's actually living in the garden or using any of my boxes. Its 
appearances are less predictable than some previous hedgehogs. I suspect it's a male which comes to 
have some food then goes off to bother a female somewhere."   
Personally, I have not seen one in my Bridge Road garden since we had a little family in June 2010.  
Here are photos of one of the parents and a youngster from that occasion.  If anyone has any 
Hedgehog visiting their garden we would love to hear about it.   
 
Other local news 
May 22 - Chris Oakley reports a large Mallard family with 11 ducklings on Emsworth Millpond.   
May 13 -  Patrick Murphy saw a Red Kite fly over his garden, almost directly overhead.  There was no 
doubt on identification with the distinctive forked tail. It was flying up Christopher Way and then veered 
off towards Westbourne.  It might have been the same bird that I saw flying over Emsworth on April 16.   
May 13 - Ros Norton said the Ems Valley U3A Bird Watching group saw a Short-eared Owl on the 
ground in a field between the Thorney Deeps.  They also heard a Cuckoo. 
May 15 - Brendan Gibb-Gray witnessed an aerial display by at least two Bats between 6 and 7 
Chequers Quay.  They were the first he had seen for some years.  I passed the information on to bat 
expert Nik Knight who will investigate further when he returns from holiday.   
Brent Lodge are having an open weekend next weekend. Here's a link to details on their website: 
https://www.brentlodge.org/ 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 17-18,  Apr 25 - May 8,  2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 1 May 
On a sunny dry Sunday at 09.55, 14 volunteers met at HQ.  Maurice, appointed leader for the morning 
explained the tasks to be done and the hazards to beware of both environmental and in the use of 
tools.  Three trained first-aiders were present. Joan and Dan carried out a litter pick mainly in Palmers 
Road Copse.  Anne and Ute loaded wheelbarrows with wood chippings and laid them on permissive 
paths in the North Meadow. Mike mowed the recently wild flower seeded areas in the north and central 
parts of North Meadow.  Tony assisted by raking the cut grass. 
Nigel, Jennifer, Bob, Debbi and Phil cut down an overgrowth of bramble around one of the willows in 
the North Meadow.  The arisings were loaded into sacks and dragged to the composting area in the 
north east corner. At 11.00 Pam served hot and cold drinks and biscuits – “thank you Pam”. 
Afterwards, Nigel cut the occasional footpath, aka Jennifer’s path that runs in the south west corner of 
North Meadow between the native cherry trees and a lone willow. He then moved to cut the area by 
now freed of brambles around the willow in the northern part. At midday the tools were cleaned and 
returned to their store.   The volunteers were thanked for their hard work.  Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
The next scheduled workday is Thursday 19 May meeting at HQ at 10am to which all volunteers, both 
regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. 
 
Photos from this and previous work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Visitor survey - The Brook Meadow Conservation Group held a footfall measurement day on the 
meadow on Saturday 7 May from 8a.m till 6 p.m. We counted human and canine visitors, and chatted 
with all who had time to talk to us. Most visitors were very appreciative and appreciate the management 
regime which we employ, particularly enjoying the 'wild' feel of the Meadow, the lovely clear water of 
the river, and the absence of litter, for which we were commended. Many of our visitors told us that they 
walk through the meadow every day, some visiting it several times a day, and feel very fortunate to 
have such a splendid resource on their doorsteps.  Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Community work - On Friday 6 May a group of community payback chaps came to the Meadow for a 
second session of gravel path repairs as suggested by Jayne Lake (HBC and now Norse).  Over the 
course of a year, the paths get narrower as soil and rotting vegetation spread from the sides and onto 
the edges of the gravel.  BMCG volunteers and Havant BC trim the edges, but the build up of soil 
becomes compacted and uneven, making it difficult to walk along.  The work carried out in this task  
comprised digging out the encroaching material and replacing it with new gravel, very arduous work for 
us older volunteers, so their visit was most welcome.  Unfortunately, there was not sufficient time to 
complete the task, so, hopefully, we can arrange for a further visit. Report by Maurice Lillie 
 
Hampshire Farm -  On Saturday (May 7) a group of volunteers from various groups in the Borough, 
including four from Brook Meadow, assembled at the Hampshire Farm public open space to carry out a 
litter pick and the removal of sapling protection tubes in the tree plantation.  In two hours, we calculated 
that we liberated over a thousand saplings, with at least the same amount to do at some point in the 
future.  The session was lead by Rachel of TCV supported by Jayne Lake and Michelle Good (HBC).  
The weather was kind to us and warm. One day, a good few years hence the space will a wonderful 
facility to be enjoyed by many Emsworth people. I believe that it is hoped to create a care group of local 
people who can run the day to day maintenance of the park. Report by Maurice Lillie 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow mosses 
It was quite an exciting week on the meadow with a visit from botanist John Norton and his friend Peter 
Milinets-Raby to look for rare mosses on May 1st.  They found an interesting one on the wet Lumley 
area called Kneiff's Hook-moss (Drepanocladus aduncus).  It is fairly widespread, but not easy to find 
until you get your eye in for it.  Look for a dark golden moss (not green) in patches among the flowering 
Divided Sedge.  It looks great under the microscope.  This is a new addition to our list of mosses on 
Brook Meadow taking the total to 20, not including 3 liverworts.  Most of the list was compiled by Rod 
Stern in the early 2000s, but John has now taken over as bryophyte recorder for VC11.  See web site 
for the complete list at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-list-plants.html     
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Celery-leaved Buttercups  
I am grateful to Maurice Lillie for alerting me to the presence of a very good crop of at least a dozen 
plants of Celery-leaved Buttercup, mostly in flower, on bare muddy ground near the new pebble mesh 
flood defence around Gooseberry Cottage in the south eastern corner of the south meadow.  Celery-
leaved Buttercup is far less showy than the other buttercups, with somewhat washed out yellow petals 
and an abnormally large green ovary in the centre of each flower.  The leaves are only vaguely celery-
like.   This is not a common plant on Brook Meadow, so it was good to find such a large crop.   
In the same area as the Celery-leaved Buttercups is a crop of what I thought at first was Wintercress 
until I touched the stems which were decidedly bristly, suggesting Charlock.    Also in flower in this area 
are Creeping Buttercups, Garlic Mustard, Cuckooflower and Divided Sedge.  This is an interesting area 
of the meadow with a saline influence from flooding from Peter Pond at high tide.   
 
Other meadow flowers 
Maurice Lillie also spotted a Lords and Ladies (aka Cuckoo Pint) plant on the Lumley Path with an open 
spathe revealing its the deep brown spadix; this contains the flowers which turn into bright red berries in 
late summer.  Not to be eaten!   Maurice also saw the first Yellow Iris (aka Yellow Flag) of the year in 
the Lumley pool, the first of many which line this shady pond by Lumley Path.   
The wet Lumley area is currently brimming over with Divided Sedge and Distant Sedge, with an 
invasion from of Greater Pond Sedge from the Lumley Stream area.  I have yet to spot any False Fox 
Sedge which is our third most common sedge, but it should be out soon.  More to come!   
Meanwhile, Cow Parsley is starting to flower and there will soon be fine display of its white aromatic 
lace along the main river path.   On the other side of the river, the cylindrical flower spikes of Bulrushes 
are shedding masses of seeds.  There is no sign of orchids as yet, but Southern Marsh Orchids should 
be opening towards the end of this month, followed by Common Spotted and Bee Orchids, hopefully.   
 
Millpond News  
The Mute Swans nesting in the reedbeds on the east side of Slipper Millpond had a shock today when 
the high 5 metre spring tide swamped their nest at midday, but things had settled down when I checked 
about a couple of hours later.  The pen swan was snug on her nest busily rebuilding it around her while 
her mate was 'swanning around' as if nothing had happened on the water nearby.  Hatching should be 
any time.  I counted 8 eggs at the start, so there could be quite a family if all hatch well.   
The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls are well established on a nest on the centre raft and, so far, have 
not caused any heartache among the local residents, avian or human, but things could change!  Their 
predicted hatching is around May 16th.  Coots are nesting on the pond rafts behind barricades of twigs.  
One intrepid pair are in the nest box right next to the gull nest, which is asking for trouble!    
A Reed Warbler has returned to the reedbeds on Peter Pond; listen out for its repetitive churring song.   
After several years of drama, this year all is quiet on the town millpond.  The new dominant pair of 
swans remain with no sign of any nesting.  Coots try to nest, but never succeed.   
Meanwhile, over on Langstone Mill Pond the Mute Swan pair have produced a record 9 healthy 
cygnets.  Colonies of Grey Herons and Little Egrets are nesting in the trees at the back of the pond.   
 
Wayside Bee Orchids 
We have a problem with the Bee Orchids that grow on the wide grass verge near the Warblington 
roundabout.  Jayne Lake (HBC now Norse) and I surveyed the verge in March to establish their exact 
location so as to avoid them being mown during the regular verge cutting, which is what happened last 
year.  However, the message clearly did not get through and the emerging orchids were cut down last 
week.  Orchid experts I consulted told me all is not lost provided some plants survive to set seed all will 
be well next year, though this year's flowering is likely to be poor.  Fingers crossed.   
 
Other local news 
It has been a good year for Bluebells and there are wonderful displays in local woodlands, including 
Ashling Wood and Hollybank Woods.  Early Purple Orchids should be reaching their peak about now in 
Hollybank Woods; they are hidden away, so it is best to go with someone who knows the way!   Also, 
don't miss the thousands of Green-winged Orchids which flower annually on the dunes of west Hayling 
beach.  Head for the old pill box at Grid Ref: SZ 691 990.   
We had the first Swifts of the year flying over Bridge Road Emsworth on May 5th, but we have not seen 
or heard them since.  Passing through?  I hope we do get some nesting in Emsworth this year.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 15-16,  Apr 11-24,  2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 21 April 
Just six stalwart Volunteers turned up for this session in dry / warm weather and, together, they 
managed to make some serious progress with a long job list. 
After the informal briefing, Jennifer and Phil set off with Bow Saw, Loppers and rope to safely take 
down the final 'leaning' tree on the NE corner patch and thereby complete the clearance of the area. 
This means that the local youth congregations are visible to all, rather than being hidden from view.   
Whilst Dan was on litter picking duty, Pam and Ute made numerous wheelbarrow journeys between 
one of the sacrificial dumps and the new north bridge 'access ramp', carrying soil compost to naturalise 
the its rubble edges. At Ute's suggestion, I alternated between raking the soil compost into place and 
repairing the steps down onto the meadow from the north bridge, to provide safer public access. 
We then had a well-earned coffee break with coffee served by Pam.  After the break Pam, Ute, Dan & I 
set about moving an old pile of logs and brash, away from the river and into a less accessible position. 
This will gradually become a good habitat for invertebrates and other creatures.  
Meanwhile, Jennifer donned her waders to go into the river north of the north bridge and remove a 
barrier of 'winter debris' and litter that had built up around overhanging bramble and tree branches. Phil 
assisted from the riverbank and the arisings were added to the afore mentioned woodpile. 
It was a sterling morning effort by the small band of volunteers, finally concluding close to 12.30 pm.  
Report by Wally Osborne  
 
The next scheduled workday is Sunday 1st May meeting at HQ at 10am to which all volunteers, both 
regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. 
 
Photos from this and previous work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Hampshire Farm 
Jayne Lake has organised a couple of short work afternoons at Hampshire Farm site in North 
Emsworth on the 7th May and 18th May at 2pm.  She says it will be light work, working on the newly 
planted trees and litter picking and is hoping for a good turn out of volunteers, including people from the 
existing conservation groups in Emsworth.  She sees this as the first step towards setting up a Friends 
of Hampshire Farm group to help maintain and keep an eye on the area.   There has been a big 
reorganisation at Havant Borough Council and Jayne, who used to work for the Council, now works for 
Norse South East though she says her job is the same but under a the different banner!  Jayne's new 
contact e-mail is . . . jayne.lake@ncsgrp.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
All three of our regular summer visitors have arrived back on Brook Meadow for their annual breeding 
season.  Chiffchaffs were first, closely followed by Blackcaps.  They are now well established.  Then on 
Apr 21 I heard the first scratchy song of a Whitethroat, our third migrant, from the trees near the 
causeway.  I would expect at least three pairs of each in the height of the season.   
Butterflies have been a bit slow emerging this spring and we have only seen Peacock, Red Admiral, 
Small Tortoiseshell and Small White on a regular basis.  However, I am always pleased to se my first 
Orange Tip of the year which I did on Apr 21.   Only the male has orange tips to the wings, whereas the 
female looks white in flight.  But both have lovely mottled green underwings if you catch them perched.   
I saw at least two Bee-flies on the Lumley area on April 14.  They get their name from their furry 
appearance, but are best identified from their long straight proboscis and hovering flight.   
Of the grasses, Meadow Foxtail with its attractive cylindrical spikes is widespread mainly on the north 
meadow.  The only other grass to show itself so far is Tall Fescue.  Meanwhile, the sedges are now 
emerging on the wet Lumley area, including Greater Pond Sedge, Divided Sedge and Distant Sedge 
which are all very prominent.   Over on the west side of the meadow, the brown spikes of Lesser Pond 
Sedge are now showing well on the river bank.  The graceful hanging flowers of Pendulous Sedge now 
line the path through Palmer's Road Copse.    
On April 14th I spotted a cluster of fungi at the base of the wooden steps leading down from the raised 
path in the north-east corner of the meadow.  Their caps were light brown in colour and cracked white.  
An internet search suggested they were cracked caps of Psathyella - Sorry, but I think they will have 
gone by now.    

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Wayside flowers 
Of course, one does not have to go to a 'nature reserve' like Brook Meadow to see wild flowers, they 
are all around us, on walls, grass verges, pavements, etc.  In the past week I was pleased to find the 
first tiny white flowers of Cleavers on Emsworth Railway Station (that's the plant that clings to your 
clothes).  Also, Herb-Robert, Thale Cress and Common Cornsalad are flowering on local pavements.  
You can also see Common Dog-violets on the path behind Lillywhite's Garage and Slender Speedwell 
with its delicate long-stalked flowers and rounded leaves in Bridge Road car park.  Spotted Medick is 
now in flower on Westbourne Avenue and I found my first Ribwort Plantain of the year on Hampshire 
Farm on April 20.   
There is a marvellous display of Alexanders in full flower along Thornham Lane, just off Thorney Road.  
This plant was first introduced into Britain by the Romans as a salad, but is now well naturalised and 
widespread mainly along coastal regions. 
 
Hayling beach 
Gunner Point on West Hayling beach is well worth a visit, if only to witness the annual display of wild 
Green-winged Orchids on the dunes.  Look for them in the area to the east of the pill box as far as the 
first seat (Grid Ref: SZ 693 988).  I counted 76 flower spikes on April 17th, but there will be many more 
by now as several thousand are usually counted at the height of the season.   I also saw Spring Beauty, 
Musk Storksbill, English Stonecrop, Sheep's Sorrel, Sweet Vernal Grass, Field Wood-rush, Bulbous 
Buttercup and Thrift.   
 
Millpond news 
The dominant pair of Mute Swans are still hanging around the town millpond with no sign of their  
nesting.  Shall we ever see the return of the large flocks of swans that Emsworth used to be so famous 
for, I wonder?   I saw a pair of Tufted Duck on the pond this afternoon, unusual at this time of the year.  
Over on Slipper Millpond, nesting is well under way with the pen Swan nicely settled on her nest in the 
reedbeds on the east side of the pond while her mate patrols the pond nearby.   I think she has 8 eggs 
with a likely hatching date of May 4th.   
The Great Black-backed Gulls are nesting again on the centre raft on the pond, taking it in turns to sit 
on the eggs.  I don't know how many eggs there are, probably 2 or 3 from previous experience, with 
possible hatching around May 15th.    
There are also three pairs of Coot nesting on Slipper Millpond, with well established nests in the boxes 
on three rafts.  One pair of courageous (or foolhardy) Coots have even built their nest on the centre raft 
which they share with the Great Black-backed Gulls; that certainly spells trouble for them.   
 
Nightingales  
I have been checking Marlpit Lane at Woodmancote over the past couple of weeks for Nightingales 
without any luck.  But this morning I heard a short but definite burst of song at the top of the public 
footpath where it opens out in the extensive bushy area, exactly where we had one last year.  I also 
heard a Willow Warbler song from the trees on the east side of the lane, much as last year.   
Unfortunately, there is currently a lot of disturbance along the lane and surrounding areas.   
As usual, the best place to hear and see Nightingales locally is Pulborough Brooks RSPB Reserve, 
where apparently they are showing 'ridiculously well'.    
 
House Martins  
Caroline French has started surveying the House Martin nests in Westbourne and is currently 
monitoring four properties with a total of 12 nests.  She has not seen any nesting activity as yet, though 
says there were House Martins feeding overhead which promises well.  If you know of any House 
Martin nests in either Westbourne or Emsworth please tell Caroline at cfrench393@gmail.com 
 
Other bird news 
On April 16th I was delighted to see from the back garden window a Red Kite with long wings and a 
distinctively forked tail flying north over Emsworth.  This was the first I personally have ever seen over 
Emsworth, though they have been seen and photographed several times in the past. 
Peter Milinets-Raby reports that up to nine Grey Heron nests are active in the trees behind Langstone 
Mill Pond, some with chicks.  Little Egrets are also starting to nest in the same area.  
During a sea watch at Sandy Point yesterday, Peter saw 5 Little Terns and another 13 were seen by 
someone else near Northney marina today, so they are certainly back!    
Whimbrels have been in the news just recently with flocks of over 70 reported passing Sandy Point on 
Hayling Island on April 21.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 13-14,  Mar 28 - Apr 10,  2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 3 April 
Ten valiant volunteers (don't worry the rest will not be in rhyme!) turned up for duty on a fine dry 
morning, with some early sunshine. The usual briefing and safety talk dealt with and the group photo 
taken with wheelbarrows prominent.  
Then we set to on two main tasks. One was to improve the ramp constructed yesterday to allow easy 
wheeled access to the North Meadow from the causeway path by the north bridge. The hard core was 
covered with barrow loads of path material from the bags by the Seagull Lane gate, and a good firm 
surface was achieved. It is planned to add compost and soil to the edges of it in due course, to 
naturalise it.  
At the same time, Phil improved the edges of the path by the bridge with steps constructed of boards to 
hold back the gravel surface, giving a terraced effect. The whole riverside by the bridge us now much 
better, safer and more purposeful looking, hopefully eliminating slippery surfaces.  Debbie providing 
path gravel for Phil to reinforce the river bank 
Another group used more of the path gravel to raise the path by the south entrance where there has 
long been a persistent puddle, while others collected the twigs, branches and other tree debris in the 
south meadow, so when we come to cut it later in the summer there will be a minimum of interference 
to the power scythe. 
The coffee break gave us all another burst of energy, so we attended to the blockage in the River Ems 
stretch just south of the north bridge, where a long log had jammed between the two berms or 
shoulders we created last autumn, blocking the flow and collecting a lot of water borne rubbish. Mike in 
chest waders wielding the crome* was supported by a bankside crew with rakes, litter pickers and a 
hoe, and we managed to clear the river successfully without losing a crew member! The flow is now 
fast and clear. All in all a very satisfactory morning's work. 
Footnote: *A crome is a long heavy tool with a rake-like end set at 90 degrees to the handle. Collins 
dictionary knows nothing of such things so I can't check the spelling.  
Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
The next scheduled workday is Thursday 21st April meeting at HQ at 09.55 to which all volunteers, 
both regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. 
 
Photos from this and previous work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Crack Willow fall 
On April 8, Maurice Lillie called the Environment Agency hotline and reported the Crack Willow that had 
collapsed a while ago, north of the south bridge.  The incident number is 142 59 23.  He advised EA 
that we intend to leave the tree bulk where it fell, as a wildlife habitat but we expect the branches that 
are in the river and are already collecting considerable debris, to be removed.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan pair that went to such great lengths to eject the resident pair of swans from the town 
millpond now appear to have left the pond!   There is certainly no sign of any nesting activity and I have 
not seen them on the pond for a week or so.   Very strange.   
In contrast, Slipper Millpond is a hive of activity.  The Mute Swan pair are nesting again, as they did last 
year, in the reedbeds on the east side of the pond.  It looks like a good nest and on Mar 30 I counted 8 
eggs.  Swans incubate for 36 days which takes us to May 4th as the hatching date.  I am fairly sure that 
the cob is the same bird that lost its mate last year, returning with a new mate.  The pen will do most of 
the brooding and will leave the nest to feed about once a day, but otherwise will sleep with bill tucked 
in, occasionally gathering and arranging material within reach of the nest.   
The Great Black-backed Gulls are nesting again on the centre raft of Slipper Millpond for the 5th year 
running.  The two gulls take it in turns to sit on the eggs.  Incubation takes 27-28 days, so hatching is 
predicted for May 2-5 which is about the same date as the Mute Swan eggs, so that could be 
interesting!    
Meanwhile, a pair of Coot are well established in the nesting box on the north raft and probably a pair 
also on the south raft and over on Peter Pond a Coot has a nest in the reedbeds on the east side of the 
pond, viewable from the A259 roadside.  Coots beware of the big gulls!   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Migrant birds 
This is the time of year when millions of birds are migrating towards their breeding grounds.  Those that 
have spent the winter with us will be moving north, to be replaced by others coming up from Africa to 
share our summer.   Ralph Hollins has provided a useful summary of the current arrivals on this daily 
wildlife blog for Apr 8, but the situation changes daily.  See . . . http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm.   
Chiffchaffs have been singing their cheery songs for a few weeks now, but Blackcaps have yet to arrive 
in force.  However, 32 were recorded at Farlington Marshes Apr 5, so they are coming in.   
Swallows are now widespread, but there are very few House Martins as yet.  We are not likely to see 
many House Martins in Emsworth, though Caroline French will be tracking them with the help of 
householders in Westbourne where they have nested in previous years.   I checked Marlpit Lane for 
Nightingale song during the week, more in hope than expectation, but an early one was heard at 
Pulborough Brooks on Apr 3.  I usually reckon on Apr 15-20 for the first Marlpit Lane birds.  Whitethroat 
and Sedge Warbler have been heard, so remember to check the old NRA track at North Thorney for 
them in the next week or two.  Exciting times lie ahead!    
 
Spring flowers 
I have been keeping a watch on the local waysides for spring flowers.  Lesser Celandines have been 
fantastic this year and lots of others are now showing up well.   I had the first Cuckooflower  on the 
Bridge Road Wayside on Mar 30 which was a bit earlier than in previous years, except for 2014 when 
the first flowers out by Mar 23.   The grass Meadow Foxtail was out on Brook Meadow on Mar 30.  This 
is an attractive grass with long cylindrical flower heads rather like Timothy, but Timothy comes out 
much later.  Meadow Foxtail is always the first of the spring grasses to show.   
On Friday Apr 8 I had a look at the narrow verge in front of the hedgerow along the path from Selangor 
Avenue to Warblington and despite it having been strimmed (just before I arrived on the scene!) it had a 
good variety of early wild flowers on show, such as Dove's-foot Cranesbill, Spotted Medick, Cow 
Parsley, Red Dead-nettle and Common Field Speedwell.  And in the hedgerow I found my first 
Hawthorn bush in flower.  May blossom on April 8th - that can't be bad!   Ralph Hollins tells me there 
are a few rogue bushes that do tend to flower quite early.  This Havant Road verge is ecologically 
important and could be added to our list of protected waysides in Emsworth which are cut just once a 
year in late autumn.  I was relieved to see that the verge by the Warblington roundabout which houses 
the Bee Orchids had not been cut, thanks to prompt action by Jayne Lake of HBC.   
There are  some white star-like flowers with purple tinged petals on the edge of the grass verge on the 
northern side of Park Crescent.  They are called Spring Starflower (Tristagma uniflorum or Ipheion 
uniflorum) and are currently spreading across England.  For more information see . . . 
http://www.ispotnature.org/node/783046?nav=latest 
 
Langstone Mill Pond  
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the bird life on and around Langstone Mill Pond.  He has 
logged nine Grey Heron nests all with chicks and now reports that the Little Egrets are also starting to 
nest with lots of display and territory claiming. On Apr 8 Peter saw two Harbour Seals swimming 
through the channel heading east.  Peter was out early this morning and had little to report but for 
Mediterranean Gulls everywhere.  There are masses of these attractive gulls around this year. 
Personally, I can't go out of my house in Bridge Road Emsworth without hearing their plaintive calls 
overhead and they have been common on millponds and fields everywhere.  What accounts for this 
sudden surge in numbers? 
 
Other bird news 
I counted 24 nests in the Rookery behind the flats at the western end of Victoria Road immediately 
opposite the entrance to Emsworth Primary School.  This slightly up on the last two years when I 
counted 22 nests.  This is the only Rookery in Emsworth (apart from the close off Lumley Road).   
Christopher Evans and his U3A Birdwatching group saw 40 Avocets at Medmerry RSPB Reserve on 
Apr 7.  I did not realise this, but Ralph Hollins told me that Avocets have been breeding at both 
Medmerry and Rye Harbour for a year or more and he suspects they are here to stay!    
 
Nest of snails 
Today I removed a badly rotted House Sparrow nest box with three sections.  It has been attached to a 
shed wall for the past 19 years and has been occasionally used by Blue Tits, but never by House 
Sparrows.  When I opened up the lid I was surprised to find the central section lined with at least 20 
Garden Snails which must have been hibernating over the winter period and will soon be waking up.  I 
shall need to relocate them to save our tender garden plants from their ravenous jaws!  Any offers?  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 11-12,  Mar 14-27 - 2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 17th March 
On a sunny dry Thursday at 09.55, 10 volunteers met at HQ. Maurice, appointed leader for the morning 
explained the tasks to be done and the hazards to beware of both environmental and in the use of 
tools. Three trained first-aiders were present. Brian recorded the team in a photo.   
Gordon carried out a litter pick. At 10.15, by appointment, a Tracmaster van arrived carrying a new 
power scythe and a attachable rake. A technical salesman unloaded the machinery and demonstrated 
the grass cutting capabilities of scythe.   
A considerably more powerful engine drove the machine through thick grass and brambles with 
considerable ease. Its handling capabilities, due to its being well balanced and having a lockable 
differential drive, made it easier to steer than our present model. This feature was particularly 
noticeable at slow speeds. The multi position handle bar proved most useful when cutting through 
straggling brambles by sideways rotation to enabling the driver to keep away from the prickles whilst 
still maintaining proper control. Later we tried a buck rake that replaces the cutter bar to provide a multi-
pronged fork to collect cut vegetation and push it into piles. 
Several volunteers drove the scythe and although the controls differ somewhat from our current 
machine, quickly proved simple to use. The three speed gearbox gave two cutting paces and a 
travelling pace of about 3MPH which would mean that getting from HQ to the South Meadow would 
take a fraction of the time it presently takes us.  A decision has yet to be made whether or not buy one. 
Meanwhile, Pam, Jennifer, Suzanne, Ute and Jane carted tree prunings to the wild flower area in the 
North Meadow and created a perimeter barrier complete with pedestrian diversion signs.  
Materials for this were taken from piles of suitable twigs and branches, previously cut and new ones 
from a fallen tree near the north bridge cut up by Phil and Nigel. 
At 11.00 we broke for refreshments, as usual provided by Pam, "thank you Pam". Afterwards Pam, 
suitably armed with branch loppers, cut back several enthusiastic bramble fronds intent on extending 
their territory in the South Meadow and in so doing were liable to poke one of our visitors in the eye. 
This must not be allowed. Other volunteers continued to experiment with the power scythe whilst some 
carried on to complete the barrier around the wildflower area. At midday the tools were cleaned and 
returned to their store. The visiting power was loaded back into its van and taken away. The volunteers 
were thanked for their hard work. 
The next scheduled workday is Sunday 3rd April meeting at HQ at 09.55 to which all volunteers, both 
regular and anyone else, will be warmly welcomed. Tools and refreshments provided. 
 
Photos from this and previous work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Jobs to be done - Maurice Lillie has identified the following projects that need to be carried out on the 
Meadow.  He says they do not have to be carried out at the same time and the only one that is more 
urgent than the others is the path edgings near the north bridge, as these are safety issues.  Maurice 
has not yet identified a programme for the work and is writing to find out who may be interested in 
helping, with which jobs and on what day of the week.  As the priority job (path edging) is in 3 locations, 
this would be ideal for four of five people.   The jobs are: 1 Extend/create ramp south side of display 
case, east end of north bridge.  2 Widen path outside doors to HQ.  3.Reinforce path edges south side 
of north bridge, east and west ends.  Please contact Maurice at mauricelillie@gmail.com 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Butterbur count 
On Mar 21 I carried out the annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Brook Meadow.  In total I 
counted 589 flowers which is slightly down on last year's count of 792 and continues the downward 
trend over the past 3 years.  However, numbers are still high in comparison with years before 2010.   
As in previous years the area immediately beneath the seat harbours the bulk of the flower spikes with 
at least 90% of them being there.   I recall when I first started counting 16 years ago almost all the 
spikes were to be found along the river banks with hardly any in the area below the seat, but recently 
the balance has completely turned around.  I have no idea why this is the case, though it must have 
something to do with the ground conditions which allow the plants to spread by underground rhizomes 
in this area in comparison with the others.   
See the Brook Meadow web site for a chart showing past counts . . .  http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-plant-counts.html 
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Other plant news 
A cluster of Coltsfoot flowers can be seen from the access ramp to the north of Emsworth Railway 
Station.  Some of the flowers are already turning orange indicating they are going over.   
Black Spleenwort and Hart's-tongue ferns grow on the garden wall of house number 90A in North 
Street, just before the station entrance.   
There is a nice flowering of Ivy-leaved Toadflax on one of the garden walls in Palmer's Road.  This very 
pretty plant can often flower throughout a mild winter which might have been the case here.   
Lungwort is another garden flower which has become well established in the wild.  A little cluster of 
them is now in flower on the Lumley Path where it comes out onto Lumley Road.  It was introduced into 
this country from Central Europe and was first recorded in the wild in 1793.     
On Mar 25 I found the first deep brown spikelets of Greater Pond Sedge on the edge of the Lumley 
area on Brook Meadow.  It is similar to Lesser Pond Sedge which grows on the main river on the west 
side of the meadow, so those spikelets should be out soon too.    
It was also good to see the golden yellow pussy-willow catkins fully open on one of the Grey Willows on 
the edge of Lumley copse.  There are 6 Grey Willows on Brook Meadow, all of which are male trees.   
We also have 6 Goat Willows on the meadow, all females, which will bear green catkins.   
Bob Chapman (who is now back as warden of Farlington Marshes) got a mention on the BBC 
Springwatch programme as having had what was thought to be the earliest ever sprouting Oak leaves.    
 
Bee Orchids saved! 
On Mar 24 I met up with Jayne Lake from HBC to establish the location of the Bee Orchid plants on the 
grass verge near the Warblington roundabout which were inadvertently cut down last year by the 
Council workers.  I knew roughly their location as they were seen and photographed on 8th June last 
year by Di Ashe.  Jayne and I easily found the fresh Orchid leaves and Jayne said she would mark the 
area as not to be cut; the verge on the edge of the carriageway could still be cleared to allow clear 
vision for drivers.  So, we wait for the flowers in June with fingers crossed! 
 
Migrant birds 
A Chiffchaff has been singing strongly in Palmer's Road Copse in the past week and is almost certainly 
a migrant settling into its breeding habitat. I have also heard a Blackcap singing from a neighbour's 
garden but I think this is more likely to be a wintering bird than a summer migrant.  I expect to hear 
migrant Blackcaps soon in suitable breeding habitat, like Brook Meadow or Hollybank Woods.   
 
Millpond news 
There is no clear evidence of any Mute Swan nesting activity in Emsworth.  The pair that have taken 
over the town millpond have so far shown no interest in the nesting site of the previous occupants by 
the bridge, even though a good quantity of twigs and other debris has collected there.  These twigs 
have been used by the Coots to build a tower nest on the pond, but each time it has been washed 
away by rising water.  They never learn.   
Over on Slipper Millpond the Coots are making their nest on the north raft, which is safe from tidal 
movements.  I have seen a pair of swans on this millpond, but there is no sign of any nest.  The pair of 
Great Black-backed Gulls have been on the rafts and no doubt will soon be nesting again as they have 
done for the past 4 years.  So, there are exciting days ahead for the residents!   
Meanwhile, Swans are already nesting on Langstone Mill Pond.  There is also a Grey Heron colony in 
trees behind the pond where there are several nests with chicks.  Little Egrets are also gathering and 
no doubt will be nesting in the area as they have done in the past.  The 'tame' Water Rail continues to 
gives good views and photo opportunities on the millpond.   
 
Spotted Redshank gone 
I have been checking the stream at Nore Barn regularly over the past two weeks to establish the last 
sighting date of the Spotted Redshank before it departs for its breeding grounds in the far north. My last 
sighting was on Mar 21st (one day later than last year), though its regular feeding companion the 
colour-ringed Greenshank is still about - and looking lonely!  So, it looks as if the bird has gone, but 
hopefully it will return again next autumn for its 13th successive year.  For the full history of this 
amazing bird go to . . . http://familyfellows.com/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 9-10,  Feb 29 - Mar 13 - 2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 6th March 2016 
A poetic tribute for the special 'Clean for the Queen' work session from Jennifer Rye: 
"Ten valiant volunteers, Turning up for duty, Just to make a gesture To a right Royal beauty. 
Her Majesty's reached ninety years of service to her country, To mark this great occasion, We're 
cleaning up that country! 
With rampant litter pickers, And plastic bags as bounty, We're gathering the rubbish, That's strewn 
around the county.  
For ninety glorious minutes, We stretched and poked and lifted, Plastic bags and coffee mugs, bottles, 
cans and papers,  
Fag packets, lighters, used up pens, Several single shoes and socks, Snack remains still in their box, 
More items than I care to name, All waiting to be shifted. 
You name it, we'll have found it, In each and every section, Piled it in the rubbish sack, For HBC's 
collection!  
Two graceful silver birches, Were planted for her Birthday, In years to come we'll watch them grow,  
And raise a mug in memory." 
 
PS - We were pleased to welcome Jayne Lake from HBC who did a sterling job clearing the litter.  We 
were also delighted to welcome Jo and Rhiannon Jenkins for their first ever Brook Meadow work 
session.  See their photos on the web site link below.  Jo brought a splendid homemade sponge cake 
for us to enjoy during the coffee break.  So, please keep coming!    
 
Photos of work sessions - are on  the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday March 17th from 10am to 12 noon.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store 
on the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided.   
 
Pesticide-free Havant  
An organisation called Pesticide Action Network (PAN) has mounted a campaign calling on all local 
councils to stop using toxic chemicals on roads, parks, waysides etc.  Their target locally is Havant 
Borough Council.  When the Friends of Emsworth Waysides started a few years ago we tried to 
persuade the Council to stop this unecological practice, in which roadsides and verges were sprayed by 
toxic chemicals, but we did not get anywhere.  'It saves money' was the usual reply.  But what about the 
environment?   You can find out more about the campaign and sign the online petition at the PAN web 
site at . . . http://www.pan-uk.org/    The local co-ordinator is Patricia Williamson Tel: 01243 378560 E-
mail: p.ivy@tiscali.co.uk    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips got the first Peacock butterfly of the year on Brook Meadow on Mar 12.  I am surprised 
we have not had a Brimstone as yet.   Malcolm also got a spider that I was not able to identify.  I think it 
is one of the Wolf Spiders (Lycosidae), though not the regular one we usually find on the meadow - 
Pisaura mirabilis.   On Mar 12, Malcolm also photographed a plane flying low over the meadow with the 
message on its side 'OIL SPILL RESPONSE'.  He wondered if there was a spillage somewhere in the 
channel.  Does anyone know anything about this?   This was, in fact, Malcolm's last contribution to our 
wildlife recording for a while as he is off to Cuba (his second home) on Monday.   
 
Scarlet Elf Cup  
As they were clearing litter from the Lumley copse during the special 'Clean for the Queen' work 
session on Sunday Mar 6, Jo Jenkins and her daughter Rhiannon came across some small bright red 
fungi growing on a rotting twig.  Personally, I had not seen this fungus before, but putting 'red fungus' 
into Google quickly gave me the identification as Scarlet Elf Cup (Sacroscypha coccinea). This 
attractive fungus was a first for Brook Meadow.  See photo on the blog.  Apparently, it is an edible 
fungus and Dan, one of the volunteers, who does some foraging, says they are quite tasty, though he 
did not actually taste them at the time!   There is a delightful video on YouTube of a lady discovering 
some Scarlet Elf Cups at . . . https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTe3EouS-Hw 
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Goldcrests 
Goldcrests have been prominent this winter; Malcolm Phillips has had lots of excellent photos of these 
tiny birds.  On Mar 10 Malcolm was watching a pair of Goldcrests near the S-bend in the river, trying to 
get a photo of them, when a third Goldcrest arrived which had what Malcolm described as "an amazing 
crest, much brighter and bigger than I have seen before".   The male Goldcrest has a bright orange 
crown which becomes flared open when the bird is excited, so what Malcolm saw was probably an 
intruding male attempting to impress a female with the size and colour of its crest.   
 
Bank Vole 
Malcolm Phillips had seen a small animal on a pile of logs at the south bridge on Brook Meadow 
several times, but could not get a photo of it until Mar 11.  Malcolm's photos showed an animal 
remarkably like a Water Vole, but much smaller.  Its size indicated it was either Bank Vole or Field Vole, 
but its chestnut-brown coat suggested Bank Vole.  This was our first sighting of this tiny elusive animal 
for over a year.  Malcolm also got our last sighting (and photo) of Bank Vole in 2015 on 13-Jan-15.   
 
Spring flowers 
The bright yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine continue to brighten up the meadow and various 
roadside verges.  They have been flowering for a good two months in some places.  Likewise, the male 
flower spikes of Butterbur are abundant, though not nearly as pretty, on the meadow below the main 
seat.  We don't get Sweet Violets on Brook Meadow, though they can be seen in flower on the path 
behind Lillywhite's Garage, but the best show in town is certainly on the grass verge on Warblington 
Road just before the junction with Valetta Park.   Further west along Warblington Road towards Nore 
Barn one can see clusters of Three-cornered Garlic with white flowers and three-cornered stems.   
 
Spotted Redshank 
I have been checking the stream at Nore Barn regularly over the past week or so for the Spotted 
Redshank - on the basis of previous years it is due to leave fairly soon.  On Mar 11 there was no sign of 
it and I thought it had gone, but I checked again the following day and it was back!   I actually saw the 
bird fly down into the stream from the harbour giving its cheery 'chewitt' call.  Last year it remained until 
at least Mar 20, so there is still plenty of time, but I really expected it to leave early this year like the rest 
of the wintering birds.  For the full history of this remarkable bird which we first saw in Emsworth 12 
years ago, and which has been coming to the Nore Barn stream regularly ever since, go to the special 
Spotted Redshank web page at . . . . http://familyfellows.com/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Swan's eggs!! 
During his walk at Chichester Marina with the Havant U3A Photography group on Mar 11, Christopher 
Evans reported seeing a Swan’s nest with 5 eggs in it.  This seemed odd as it would be far too early for 
Mute Swan eggs, but Christopher thinks it must have been the nest of a Black Swan, one of which he 
did see in the vicinity.  Black Swans, being Australian birds will nest 'out of season' and this could be 
the answer.  There has been a breeding colony of Black Swans at West Ashling Pond for many years, 
though I am not sure of its present status.   See the following link to a story of nesting Black Swans in 
Torquay, Devon . . . http://www.torquayheraldexpress.co.uk/Dawlish-s-famous-black-swans-
cygnets/story-28905419-detail/story.html 
 
Early Bluebells  
While walking his dog in Ashling Wood (near East Ashling) on Mar 6, Dave Perks spotted a few (less 
than 10) Bluebells just coming into flower.   This is incredibly early for Bluebells, though this is an 
incredible winter, so we have to expect the unexpected!    My earliest ever sighting of flowering 
Bluebells in Ashling Wood was on 23 Mar 2014 and last year they were not open until well into April. 
This woodland near East Ashling is probably the best site in the local area to see these iconic flowers in 
their prime, though we may have to wait awhile to see them in their full glory.  Bluebells are always a bit 
later flowering in Hollybank Woods.   
 
Water Vole reintroduction 
Following the demise of the Water Vole population on the River Ems on Brook Meadow it was 
interesting to read about the release of 190 animals in the River Meon in Hampshire.   Previously 450 
were released at Titchfield Haven in 2013 and 600 further upstream in 2014.   Apparently, the 
reintroduction was successful and the voles are breeding at every release site.   For more information 
go to . . https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/water-voles-reach-south-downs-in-largest-uk-reintroduction-
programme/   Maybe, we could have a reintroduction of Water Voles on Brook Meadow?   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 7-8,  Feb 15-28 - 2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 18th February 2016 
On a lovely sunny day following a night of rain a group of six volunteers (later swelled to nine!) gathered 
to learn about the morning’s task.  Apart from the usual litter pick, the task was to clear further the scrub 
and bramble in the North East corner of the Meadow in order to improve the open line of sight from the 
North Bridge that had been established previously.  While Jane undertook the litter pick, the remainder 
of the group set to lower and, where feasible, remove thorn stumps and to clear a large patch of 
bramble at the junction of the top and Eastern paths.   
Pam’s tea and coffee provided a welcome break before the task was completed in the second half.   In 
summary, a most productive morning’s work by a relatively small, but perfectly formed, group 
accompanied by some lovely birdsong.  Report by Mike Probert 
 
Reports and photos of work sessions . . . on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 6th March from 10am to 12 noon.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on 
the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Brook Meadow has been wet, muddy and generally uninviting over the past couple of weeks.  Even 
Malcolm Phillips had to struggle to find any decent birds, though he usually managed to come up with 
cracking pictures of Robin, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Kingfisher, Goldcrest, etc, for the Emsworth 
community blog.  On Feb 25 we had the added bonus of a couple of Buzzards soaring over the north 
meadow, possibly from Lumley Mill Farm.   While Malcolm was tracking the Buzzards, I spotted a 
Cormorant flying across the meadow and down onto the river.  Interestingly, Ros Norton reported 
seeing a Cormorant by the north bridge the previous day with a fish in its bill which was probably the 
same bird.  The river is running very high at present, allowing the Cormorant the opportunity to fish 
here.  I do not recall ever having see a Cormorant fishing in the River Ems before.   
On the east side of the Lumley area I found lots of fresh leaves of Greater Pond Sedge, but no sign as 
yet of any brown spikelets.  This plant is rapidly spreading onto the main Lumley area; previously it was 
largely confined to the areas close to the stream and needs watching.   
 
Millpond Swan news 
The swan saga on the town millpond appears to have been resolved.  The new dominant pair are now 
established, having driven off the previous pair that have nested on the pond for the past 4 years.  
However, they are taking no notice of the accumulation of twigs and other potential nesting material in 
the far north-east corner of the pond by the bridge.  It will be interesting to see if they do try to build a 
nest, which I assume this pair have not done before.     
As for the lone swan that had been imprisoned in the culvert beneath the road as a result of the new 
pair's aggression, by public request it was removed by RSPCA Wildlife Rescue Officers with the help of  
Environment Agency chaps who lifted part of the grill on the corner of St James Road to enable them to 
reach the swan.  I am not sure where they took the swan, but if anyone does know I would like to hear 
about it.   
 
Swans on Peter Pond  
A pair of Mute Swans has been on Peter Pond in the past week, possibly prospecting for a nesting site.  
We certainly have had nesting swans on Peter Pond and Slipper Millpond for many years, with varying 
degrees of success.   On Peter Pond, traditionally, the nest was built on the island near the main road, 
though this is a very exposed position and often led to casualties.   
For the past few years a pair of Swans, including a 'Polish' variety pen, has nested in the reeds on the 
east side of Slipper Millpond with mixed success.  Last year, I think the Polish pen of the pair was killed 
in a fight after foolishly trying to take over the nest of the resident pair on the town millpond near the 
bridge; the cob remained on Slipper Millpond for several weeks without its mate, but then went.  It is 
possible that this cob has returned with a new mate, though, I should add, the new pen is not a Polish 
bird as it has normal black legs and feet.  Let's wait and see how things develop.   
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html


'Polish' swans in Emsworth  
'Polish' swans are Mute Swans, but the cygnets are pure white not grey/brown and the adults have pink 
legs and feet.  We have a long history of 'Polish' swans in Emsworth and I was prompted by a request 
in the current issue of the BTO News for information on them to cobble together a summary of their 
nesting on our millponds.  Most of them have been on the Hermitage Ponds, but the latest examples 
were two 'Polish' cygnets in the brood of six on the town millpond last year, only one of which survived.  
If you want more information on the Polish swans of Emsworth see the blog for Feb 22.   
 
Great Black-backed Gulls return  
A pair of Great Black-backed Gulls is back on Slipper Millpond, no doubt relieved to see that the fences 
and wires have been removed from the rafts by the kindly residents!   This morning (Feb 28) the two 
gulls were snoozing on the south raft, though I expect them to establish  themselves on the centre raft 
where they have nested for the past four years fairly shortly.   
 
Brent Geese on the move 
While walking along the millpond seawall this morning, I could see and hear hundreds of Brent Geese 
in the eastern harbour washing, preening and generally chattering.  This was by far the largest flock of 
Brents I have seen in Emsworth Harbour for several weeks, but they won't be staying.  I am fairly sure 
that the large flocks we see at this time of the year are just stopping for a wash and a feed on their way 
towards their breeding grounds in the Arctic.   
 
Spotted Redshank  
On Feb 22 the Emsworth Spotted Redshank was feeding in the stream at Nore Barn looking fine and 
sprightly, getting prepared for its long journey back to its breeding grounds somewhere in Northern 
Scandinavia.   Most of our wintering birds have already left for their breeding regions, but from my 
previous records, our Spotted Redshank should be with us for a little while yet; last year's final sighting 
was on Mar 20, 2015.   
 
Marsh or Willow Tit? 
On Feb 26 Mike Wells got some photos of what he hoped was a Willow Tit on a feeder in the Queen 
Elizabeth Country Park.   Or was it a Marsh Tit?   This question has been prominent on the pages of my 
Emsworth blog over the past few days.  Separating these two very similar birds is one of the most 
difficult identification tasks in birding.  Mike was hoping his bird was a Willow Tit which is a very rare 
bird in our area, but the tide of opinion is that his bird was a more common Marsh Tit.  See my blog for 
the full discussion.  Here is a useful to a BTO video on distinguishing these tricky species . . . 
http://www.bto.org/about-birds/bird-id/telling-apart-marsh-and-willow-tits 
 
Canoe Lake delights 
I had good views of the resident Shag on Canoe Lake, Southsea on Feb 24.  Well worth looking out for 
as this is usually a bird one sees distantly on choppy seas.  It was also good to see a substantial flock 
of Mute Swans back on the lake.  I counted 43.   
 
Water Vole reintroduction 
Following the apparent demise of the Water Vole population on Brook Meadow, I was interested to read 
that last year 190 Water Voles were released near Soberton on the River Meon.  450 Water Voles had 
previously been released at Titchfield Haven in 2013 and another 600 released further upstream in 
2014.  Evidence, collected by a team of volunteers monitoring latrines, shows that they are breeding at 
every release site with some animals breeding 2km further upstream.   If they can do it why not us?    
For more information about the reintroduction go to . . https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/water-voles-
reach-south-downs-in-largest-uk-reintroduction-programme/ 
 
Robin goes fishing! 
David Taylor, who lives in Dumfries and Galloway, was amazed to see a Robin catching a fish from an 
outside tank.  The Robin flew down to the tank and watched the fish intently.  It  then jumped into the 
water and successfully caught one of the fish and proceeded shake and bash it against the edge of the 
tank.  After this the Robin went under the tank to consume its prey.  For a full description and photos go 
to . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXK-41HZJ-3UEDCR-1ZY88T-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 5-6,  Feb 1-14 - 2016 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 7th February 2016 
A dry day, even some sunshine in a lull between storms, so 12 volunteers were able to get a lot done. 
After briefing and safety talk, Dan went off to litter pick around the south bridge and environs, while 3 
ladies made quick work of improving the path between Seagull Lane and the north bridge; mud was 
scraped off, and the surface re-made with material from the big dump bags by the gate, which are 
coming in to their own at last. 
Meanwhile Maurice led a work party to the north east corner of the north meadow, by the Environment 
Agency's sandbag extension to the brick wall which contains the River Ems' sweep westward. This has 
been the site of some troublesome vandalism lately, so the screening bushes, small blackthorn trees 
and other scrub were reduced to about 2ft height. This opens up the area to plain sight from the 
meadow, which we hope will make it too exposed to be attractive to antisocial gatherings. The resulting 
thorny branches and twigs were used to block off access to the back of neighbouring houses in Lumley 
Lane, some of whose residents have been disturbed by intruders at night. 
There is still plenty of similar habitat nearby, so we hope that resident songbirds and other creatures 
will not be too disturbed. 
It was a splendid effort of co-operative work on a joint enterprise which we hope will serve the interests 
of both local residents and bone fide visitors who use the meadow for lawful purposes. 
Report by Jennifer Rye (Brian Fellows was unable to attend so there are no photos of this session) 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 18th February from 10am to 12 noon.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool 
store on the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided.   
 
Reports and photos of work sessions . . . on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Clean for the Queen 
The Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be taking part in the Clean for the Queen litter pick on the 
Sunday morning (March 6th) of HM birthday weekend.  We will extend our usual litter pick as follows.  
The whole meadow and Peter Pond plus the borders around them up to the roads.  We will also cover 
the Palmers Road Car park and adjoining soft landscape areas around it up to the bus shelter.  Seagull 
Lane along to the railway archway and beyond that if there is time.  We usually pick along  the path that 
runs between the meadow and A259 and plan to extend this to Lumley Road and under the pedestrian 
tunnel behind Lillywhite's Garage round to Queen Street and along the south side of A259 west to the 
Co-op.  I expect, with all hands to the plough, that if we start about 10.10 we should complete by about 
11.15.  Hopefully, Brian Fellows will be around to record the event on his camera.  Maurice Lillie  
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Millpond News 
I have been trying to fathom out just what is happening on the town millpond regarding the swans.  The 
situation certainly has changed as we no longer have two pairs of swans competing for territory, but just 
one dominant pair.  I reckon there has been a territorial take-over by the second (visiting) pair of swans 
and they have ousted the resident pair that have nested here for the past three years.   I don't know 
when this happened but I did witness a violent attack by the now dominant pair on a single swan a 
week or so ago.  This poor swan was driven into the culvert under the road where it has been residing 
ever since.  It occasionally ventures out onto the main pond when the dominant swan pair is away, but 
quickly returns to its tunnel when it sees them returning.  This lone swan can often be seen beneath the 
grill at the end of the culvert at the corner of St James Road and can be easily identified by the single 
feather sticking out of its right side.  My guess is that this swan is one of the original nesting pair, but 
what happened to the other member I have no idea.   
As for the now dominant pair they have been mainly preoccupied for the past week in patrolling the 
small dividing wall between the millpond and the harbour by the Slipper Mill Sailing Club to prevent any 
other swans getting onto the pond.   One of the new dominant pair (probably the cob) has a distinctive 
cluster of three feathers sticking out of its wing.  It will be interesting to see if they try to build a nest.  A 
good quantity of small twigs from recent hedge cutting around the pond has been washed up in the 
nest corner near the bridge.  This looks tempting.     
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Brook Meadow news 
There has been more than a touch of spring in the air over the past couple of weeks and you can hear 
a wonderful chorus of birds already in good voice around the meadow.  Wren is such a small bird, but 
with a big voice; and it is now even out-singing the ubiquitous Robins for the first time this year.  Great 
Tit, Blue Tit, Dunnock and Woodpigeon can also be heard plus two magnificent Song Thrushes which 
have been singing lustily for the past two weeks, one in the north-east corner of the meadow and the 
other by the Lumley gate.  On Feb 11, I stopped for a few minutes to enjoy the thrush's fervent and 
repetitive song and to take photos.  Ralph Hollins has also heard Chaffinch in Havant. 
Malcolm Phillips continues to scour the meadow in search of interesting wildlife to photograph.  Over 
the past week Malcolm has got some great images of Goldcrest - usually in song, though the very high 
frequency of its song makes it very difficult for a person of my age to hear.  This tiny bird has been 
surprisingly prominent this winter.  Malcolm also got some cracking images of the regular female 
Kingfisher, sometimes in flight around Peter Pond.    
 
Short-eared Owls 
I have received several sightings and excellent photos of these beautiful daytime flying owls with slow 
wing beats and staring yellow eyes for the blog.  They are mainly seen on Thorney Island and 
Farlington Marshes though singles have been seen on Nutbourne marshes and Southmoor.   On Feb 
12, Claire Power saw three Short-eared Owls on the Thorney Island military base.  She said they 
particularly like the grass around the runways and the perimeter road and are often visible from the 
footpath that runs around the island near the sailing club. They are quite unperturbed by being on a 
busy army base and were flying quite near people.  In fact, they were unmoved by soldiers doing speed 
tests with cars on the runways.  One of Claire's excellent photos shows a bird with its ear tufts erect 
which apparently only happens when the bird is alert.  The ear tufts are folded when the bird relaxes.    
 
Gulls return to Hayling Oysterbeds 
Chris Cockburn reports the early return of a noisy crowd of Black-headed and Mediterranean Gulls to 
the islands at Hayling Oysterbeds.   Chris says there was much calling, particularly by the Med Gulls, a 
bit of displaying and even dive-bombing of a Herring Gull.   These early arrivals are not good news for 
the terns which will probably find their nesting territory completely occupied by the time they arrive.  
Little Terns have now largely abandoned the Oysterbeds, but still nest in small numbers on the main 
RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour.  Common Terns still manage to find a space for themselves, but 
not easily.  Meanwhile, if you do go to see the great gull show, look out for the high tide wader roost 
and the mass of Dunlins rising up, which is one of the best wildlife spectacles you can see in the local 
area.  Mike Wells got a great shot of thousands of them going up last week.   
 
Garden birds  
I have just completed the data analysis of my garden bird sightings for the past year.  Charts are on the 
Emsworth blog (Feb 13) showing the more notable changes.  Some birds have increased dramatically 
over this period, particularly Goldfinch and Woodpigeon, while others have declined, notable House 
Sparrow and Starling, though there are some signs of recovery.  Greenfinch was my number one bird 
up to 2006, but then numbers fell dramatically due mainly to the disease trichomonosis.  Chaffinch was 
also affected by this disease as was Collared Dove, but all seem to be making a slow recovery.   
One bird I rarely get in the garden is Siskin, though Caroline French has been getting a pair of them 
fairly regularly in her North Emsworth garden.   
 
Peter's news 
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the birds along the shoreline from Emsworth to Langstone.  
He was out this morning and starting at Emsworth Harbour he saw a Raven calling and heading east 
towards Thorney Island, 492 Knot, 8 Gadwall, 14 Canada Geese, 140+ Dunlin, 8 Red Breasted 
Merganser, 1 Great Crested Grebe, 3 Little Egret, 2 Greenshank, 1 Mediterranean Gull in almost full 
summer, 3 Coot, 180 Brent Geese, 1 Grey Heron over, 21 Shelduck, 2 Great Black-backed Gulls, 3 
Grey Plover, 16 Lapwing, 6 Teal, 6 Turnstone and a pair of displaying Goldeneye.  Wow!  Best of all 
were two juvenile Brent Geese - the only two in the local area.  They had a disastrous breeding season 
with hardly any youngsters.  See his full report on tonight's Emsworth blog.   
 
Late news 
Siberian Chiffchaff at Lavant. See  . . . http://georgeheathpatchbirding.blogspot.co.uk/ 
Nine Purple Sandpipers at Southsea Castle plus Rock Pipit and a Kingfisher on the rocks! 
Black-tailed Godwit numbers at Pulborough Brooks are much reduced to about 150. 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 21 January 2016 
At 10.00 14 volunteers met at HQ.  Maurice explained the tasks to be done and the hazards to beware 
of both environmental and in the use of tools.  Brian recorded the team in a photo.  After several days 
of sub-zero dull days, it was great that the temperature enjoyed by the volunteers was several degrees 
above zero.   
The only downside was that the ice having melted, soil had become mud.  Despite that the hardy bunch 
of Pam, Gordon, Suzanne and Catherine set about cleaning path edges.  Dan had set off on his usual 
litter pick and Phil arrived to cast an eye over the remains of the vandalised woven hazel that was 
placed around the unsightly sand/cement bags in the north east corner of the north meadow.  It was 
decided that the material was beyond repair 
Mike power scythed the remaining tufts in Seagull Lane Patch, Ian and Chrissie, Martin and Jennifer 
raked up the arisings and carted them to a nearby composting area.  Wally, meanwhile set about 
strimming around and between the first recently sown patch in the north part of north Meadow.   
At 11.00 we broke for refreshments, as usual provided by Pam, “thank you Pam”. 
Afterwards Wally strimmed the second sown area in central part of north meadow,  Pam and Suzanne 
carried a cull of nasty bramble fronds along footpaths and everyone else cleared the strimmed grass 
from the north meadow.   
At midday the tools were cleaned and returned to their store.  The volunteers were thanked for their 
hard work.   Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 7th February from 10am to 12 noon.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store 
on the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions can be seen on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Vandalism 
The north east corner of the north meadow has long been a trouble spot for gatherings, mainly of 
youths. We have been reluctant to make too much if this, since we recognise that young people need 
somewhere to 'hang out', and provided no damage resulted, we'd rather they were there than 
elsewhere.  Unfortunately, there has been an escalation of minor vandalism there into something more 
troubling. First, the woven wicker surround of the sandbag embankment of the river bend was trashed, 
and thrown into the river. The Environment Agency has been informed, since it is their structure, and 
repairs are in hand.  
It didn't end there. Now the lighting of fires, and sounds of an explosion, and night time noises have 
escalated, disturbing nearby residents in Lumley Lane at 2am. Police from both Sussex and Hants 
have been alerted, and are stepping up their patrols of the area.  
At the same time, we are planning some routine maintenance work on the scrubby growth which 
conceals the corner from view; hopefully opening up sight lines will make it a less desirable location for 
anti-social behaviour. If members see anything untoward, or hear of any such goings on, we and the 
police will be glad to hear from them.  Report by Jennifer Rye 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has been roaming the meadow on a daily basis armed with his trusty camera and, as 
usual, has captured some splendid images of our resident birds - a selection of which can be seen on 
the Emsworth wildlife blog.  These included several Goldcrests, but no Firecrest this year alas.  
However, on Jan 25 Malcolm did get a shot of the first Cetti's Warbler of the year by the sluice gates.  
This is a bird we hear rather than see, so we are grateful to Malcolm for confirmation.  Last year we had 
one was regularly heard/seen around the meadow or in the Peter Pond reedbeds from February until 
the summer.   Breeding was confirmed when Malcolm got a photo of one with food in its bill on July 5.  
 
Millpond News 
There is no change on the town millpond.  The resident pair of Mute Swans still have their two 
remaining cygnets hanging on, though their attention is focussed on keeping the pair of intruding swans 
at bay.   Up to 6 Red-breasted Mergansers have been delighting people walking by and have been 
relatively easy to photograph.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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The best bird on the town millpond in the past week was undoubtedly a female Goldeneye, seen on Jan 
25, but not since.  This was not entirely unexpected as Peter Milinets-Raby had seen three Goldeneyes 
in the harbour the day before.  I can't find the record when I last saw a Goldeneye on the town millpond, 
but it must have been a very long time ago - 20 or 30 years maybe.  These birds breed mainly in 
Scandinavia with a few in Scotland and winter around the British coastline, but are scarce in 
Hampshire.   Just 20 were recorded in Chichester and Langstone Harbours in 2014.     
On Jan 24, I saw a juvenile Cormorant on the south raft on Slipper Millpond.   Its very white underparts 
strongly suggested a first year bird born last spring.  The dark adult plumage of the Cormorant is 
gradually acquired over a 2 year period.   
 
Nore Barn  
The ever-faithful Spotted Redshank has been present, feeding serenely in the stream at Nore Barn, 
basking occasionally in the warm winter sunshine.  Do I detect some darkening of its plumage?   This is 
the 12th winter it has been coming here, which makes it at least 13 years old.  How much longer will it 
go on I wonder?  For all details of this remarkable little bird and lots of beautiful photos I have a special 
web page devoted to it at . . . http://familyfellows.com/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Winter flowers 
More than 850 members of the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) spent up to three hours 
between 1st and 4th January hunting for wild plants in flower on their local patches for the fifth BSBI 
New Year Plant Hunt.  The results were amazing.  A total of 8,568 records of plants in flower were 
submitted from across Britain and Ireland which included 612 different species; this was a huge 
increase over last year when only 368 were found.  For more details see . . . 
http://bsbipublicity.blogspot.co.uk/2016/01/bsbi-new-year-plant-hunt-2016-results.html 
 
Sweet Violets  
I am not sure if Sweet Violets were on the BSBI list but there are some in flower on the path behind 
Lillywhite's Garage.  This is a good spot locally to see these tiny flowers.  Another good place for Sweet 
Violets is the grass verge on the north side of Warblington Road just before the junction with Valetta 
Park.  Also on the Lillywhite's path (east end) look out for the bright green leaves of the rare Hairy 
Garlic plants which have tiny hairs along the edges and give a faint garlic smell when crushed.   
 
Garden birds 
Caroline French has been getting some cracking good birds in her North Emsworth garden recently.  
Following the Brambling on Jan 16, Caroline had a male Siskin on Jan 27.  But best of all was a 
juvenile Sparrowhawk which caught a male Blackbird in a neighbour's garden and conveniently brought 
it over the fence, killed it quickly, plucked and ate it in full view of Caroline.  Garden birdwatching does 
not get any better than this!    
 
Goldfinches prefer sunflower hearts 
Two months into the BTO Goldfinch Feeding Survey it seems that sunflower hearts are more tempting 
to Goldfinches than niger seed or other food types.   This is no surprise to me as Goldfinches 
abandoned niger seed in my garden many years ago and now hardly ever touch anything else than 
sunflower hearts.  Incidentally, BTO has a fascinating web page showing in graphical form how different 
species use Garden BirdWatch gardens throughout the year . . . http://www.bto.org/volunteer-
surveys/gbw/results/annual-patterns-garden-use?dm_i=NXK,3YVIN,3UEDCR,EBPJA,0 
 
Birds of Warblington and Emsworth  
Readers of this blog will be very familiar with the regular counts by Peter Milinets-Raby of the birds 
along the coastline from Emsworth to Langstone.  Peter has now summarised his findings from 2013 to 
the end of 2015 in a comprehensive report which can be seen on his own personal web site at  
. . . . . . The Birds of Warblington and Emsworth 
 
Late news 
A Red-necked Grebe was seen off Northney on Hayling Island, Northney at 17:00 today, plus a Short-
eared Owl and 2 Great Northern Divers. (HOS) 
12 Purple Sandpipers were seen on the rocks below Southsea Castle at 14.30 today.  (HOS) 
Eight adult Bewick's swans were seen on floodwater at Amberley Wildbrooks early afternoon from the 
'hole in the hedge' between Amberley village and The Sportsman pub. (SOS) 
On Jan 28 an incredible 1100 Black-tailed Godwits were on The North Brooks at Pulborough Brooks.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Work session - Sunday 3 January 2016 
Wet, wet, wet! That's how our New Year's workdays began. True to the forecast, by 10 a.m. it was 
raining fairly steadily, when I turned up at HQ. One brave volunteer arrived and we agreed that really it 
was just too wet to do anything, but before we could lock up again another appeared! Three heads 
being better than two, we all agreed to call it a day, but before we could leave one of our Duke of 
Edinburgh recruits arrived, so he and I did about quarter of an hours work spreading more chippings in 
the more sodden stretch of Seagull Lane path. One passerby thanked us, but remarked that I was 
getting absolutely soaked. Well it was just rain, and not even particularly cold.  There are lots of jobs 
that need doing, so we'll hope for better weather on Thurs Jan 21. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who supported us so faithfully in 2015, and we'll look forward to seeing you 
all again in 2016. 
Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Vandalism 
The rather nice woven hurdle fence that the Environment Agency constructed around the concrete 
bags in the north-east corner of the meadow has been torn down and thrown in the river.  The removed 
hurdles floated down the river and got stuck under the north bridge.  They were retrieved and are now 
residing at our tool store - HQ.   Maurice Lillie has examined the debris and although a fair amount of 
material is there, he is doubtful that there are enough whole pieces to make a successful repair.   
That is really sad, but Maurice Lillie has asked the EA try to carry out a reinstatement.   
 
Next Work Session - Thursday January 21st.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the Seagull Lane 
patch.  Tools and gloves provided.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions can be seen on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has been going around Brook Meadow on a regular basis, getting some excellent 
photos of some of the local birds for the Emsworth blog, including a male Bullfinch and a Goldcrest with 
a magnificent crest on Jan 10.   
On Jan 16, Peter Milinets-Raby heard a Firecrest singing high in the big bare tree at the entrance to the 
Palmer's Road Car Park at 2pm.   I  envy Peter as Firecrest is well outside my range of hearing.  Peter 
says the bird flew across the car park into the scrub along the edge of the copse where it sang a couple 
of more times before slipping away onto the meadow.   
 
Millpond News 
The situation on the town millpond has not changed substantially over the past few weeks.  The 
resident Mute Swan family still have their two remaining brown-feathered cygnets in tow, though I 
suspect they will be gone fairly soon.   The two adult swans continue to defend their nesting territory 
from the visiting pair of swans which are allowed no further north than the end of Nile Street.  The two 
opposing cobs spend a lot of time circling each other with wings raised, though they have not come to 
blows as yet.  I wonder if the reeds will be provided again as nesting materials for the residents?   
Up to four Red-breasted Mergansers have been regularly fishing on the pond, two males and two 
females along with a couple of Cormorants.  Tufted Ducks have yet to show up this winter.   
Meanwhile over on Slipper Millpond a pair of Little Grebes have been fishing near the sluice gates, 
though there has been little else of special interest.   
 
Harbour news 
Emsworth Harbour has been strangely quiet over the past couple of weeks, mainly due to the absence 
of Brent Geese.  I think they must be out on the flooded fields somewhere, though apparently there 
have been large movements of geese recorded moving north towards the breeding grounds already.  
What a strange winter we are having.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html


Fortunately, our favourite waders are still delighting locals and visitors alike at Nore Barn.  Usually, 
there is just one Spotted Redshank feeding in the stream, but on Jan 9 I saw two Spotshanks there 
along with the regular colour-ringed Greenshank (G+GL).   
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the birds along the coastline in the Langstone and 
Warblington area.  The female Goosander is back on Langstone Mill Pond - probably the same one as 
last year.  Grey Herons appear to be nest building already in the trees at the rear of the pond.  A Red-
necked Grebe has been fishing along channel nearer to Hayling side, adjacent to the hotel.   
 
Godwits gone 
Black-tailed Godwits have also largely abandoned harbours in favour of the flooded river valleys which 
no doubt provide a much richer picking of worms and other foodstuffs.  Ralph Hollins reports that 1,990 
Black-tailed Godwits were counted from a photo in  the lower Avon Valley. There have also been large 
numbers of them at Pulborough Brooks, in the Pagham Harbour area and on the Pevensey levels.  
Ralph reports that 300 godwits were back on the Ferry Pool at Sidlesham in response to the recent 
collapse of the wall which normally retains a high water level in the Ferry Pool.   
Interestingly, the Bournemouth Echo posted a short video on their Facebook page showing the Godwits 
currently enjoying the floods in the Avon Valley. See . . . 
https://www.facebook.com/bournemouthdailyecho/videos/10153456734242832/?fref 
 
Garden birds 
We have had some interesting birds popping up in our local gardens over the past few weeks.   
Robin Pottinger had a big surprise when he got back from his walk on Jan 11 to find a  pair of 
Nuthatches on the feeders in his Southbourne garden for the first time ever.  Personally, I have never 
seen a Nuthatch in my garden, though others have, including Paul Cooper in Funtington, Martin 
Hampton in Havant and Geoff Gilbert in Rowlands Castle.  The best chance you have is if you live near 
woodlands, such as Hollybank Woods or Stansted Forest.       
Caroline French had what I think was the first local Brambling in her North Emsworth garden on Jan 16, 
only her second ever garden record.  Bramblings are rare and prized garden birds in our area, only 
arriving in cold weather.  The last one I had in my garden was in a cold spell in Jan-Feb 2011.  So, in 
this cold spell, check your Chaffinches very carefully, just in case there is a Brambling among them.   
Blackcap is another garden bird that tends to arrive with the cold weather.  Patrick Murphy had a male 
Blackcap paying several visits to his garden this past week, so keep a look out for those too.   They are 
particularly partial to apples and homemade sponge cake!    
 
Rare birds 
A much rarer bird to keep an eye out for in your garden is Black Redstart.  This is a greyish Robin-like 
bird with a distinctive red-brown rump.  Barry Jay sent me a photo of one that he took on the Isle of 
Wight Ferry terminal in Portsmouth on Jan 15.   Black Redstart is a rare winter visitor to our area 
though they do turn up from time to time.  Mary Colbourne had one in her Emsworth garden  in Nov 
2010 and Peter Milinets-Raby had one in his Havant garden in Nov 2012 and again in Mar 2013.   
Going one step further in the rarity ranks, John Chapman thought he may have seen a Pallas's Warbler 
flitting through his Havant garden on Jan 14.  This is a tiny bird with a yellow stripe above the eye and,  
critically, a yellow stripe on the crown.  A mega-rare bird.  Peter Milinets-Raby went looking for it the 
next day, but without any luck.  But you never know, it might still be around!    
 
Late news 
A Great Northern Diver was still off Hayling Oysterbeds at 12 noon today.    
A first winter Spoonbill was seen flying east high over Farlington Marshes towards the islands within the 
harbour at 12 noon today.  
A Velvet Scoter and 9 Goldeneye (5 Drake 4 Duck) were seen from Budds Farm mound at 11:30 
viewed towards Oyster beds.   
Male and female Penduline Tits were outside meadow hide at Titchfield Haven.   
A probable Siberian Chiffchaff was seen in tree and reeds to the left of Spurgin hide at Titchfield Haven.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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