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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 6th December 
The day dawned grey but dry, and miraculously stayed that way until after 12.30, albeit with a few fine 
drops of rain to remind us what we were missing. It was unseasonably warm. Maurice was already at 
work cutting with the power scythe.  After the usual briefing, safety talk, and photo call, the 12 
volunteers managed to cut the whole of the flower rich area in the North meadow, rake and bag up the 
arisings, and drag them to the disposal site on the east side of the north meadow.   
Maurice, then Nigel and then Phil did the honours on the power scythe, and Debbie did a wonderful job 
of spreading the arisings on the disposal site as others brought the full bags to her.  
The cuttings were wonderfully dry and light, owing to the wind all last week, and we achieved more in 
the two hours than ever before. Meanwhile two volunteers did the usual litter pick all round the site, 
finding lots to do.  The refreshment break was enlivened with seasonal mince pies.  
After break the cutting continued with some trimming of the lower branches of the old willow near the 
rustic seat, and we managed to cut all the surrounding rough ground too. Tony donned thigh waders to 
clear some obstructions in the river between the S bend and the north bridge. 
All told, an excellent morning's work, thanks to all who turned out to achieve such a good result. 
 
Next Work Session - December 17th will feature more mince pies and mulled wine.  Meet as usual at 
the HQ tool store on the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions can be seen on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Clean bridges 
Both the north and south bridges over the River Ems have been pressure-washed by HBC, thanks to 
the good offices of our new liaison person Jayne Lake; they are now less slippery and much nicer to 
walk across. 
 
Conservation Forum 
Maurice Lillie went to the Havant Conservation Forum this last week and reports as follows:  "There 
were only four groups represented, who gave a report of their recent activities.  Rachel reminded 
everyone of the value of joining TCV.  There was no speaker, but there was a good discussion about 
the value of keeping in touch with other conservation groups as there is always a chance that if one has 
a problem, it is quite likely that others have experienced similar and may be able to help.  Roy Ewing 
expressed the benefits of visiting other Local Nature Reserves on work days to hell and observe. 
Rachel mentioned that nationally there is one conservation group to every 100,000 people whereas in 
the Havant area the ratio is 1:8,000.  We are lucky to have four in Emsworth." 
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow news 
After 2 months away in Cuba, Malcolm Phillips wasted no time in getting back on Brook Meadow with 
his long-lensed camera seeking out tiny birds that others easily miss.  Almost immediately he hit the 
jackpot with a pair of Firecrests, three Goldcrests and a Treecreeper, all by the south bridge on Dec 8.  
Malcolm got some cracking photos of the Firecrests which are on the Emsworth blog.   These were the 
first Firecrests seen on Brook Meadow since a flurry of sightings in Jan-Mar 2013.    
Malcolm's sighting prompted a gathering of local bird spotters, including Tony Wootton, Brian Lawrence 
and myself, the following day, but the Firecrest did not turn up.  However, we all got excellent close-up 
views of three Goldcrests feeding in the tree immediately above the bridge.  They were constantly on 
the move, giving one little time to check the colours, but there was no white supercilium, which meant 
no Firecrest.  None the less, it was a great sighting.  Two of the birds were definitely a pair, with the 
male having a bright orange crown.   
Malcolm has subsequently seen a Firecrest in Palmer's Road Copse, but not close enough for a good 
photo.  But it is always worth trying.  Goldcrests seem particularly prominent at the moment.   
Malcolm has also confirmed with a photo that the Pike with the twisted tail is still alive in the River Ems 
south of the north bridge on Brook Meadow.  I must admit to having a soft spot for this redoubtable fish, 
which survives despite an injury hampering its movement, even though it may have contributed to the 
demise of our Water Voles.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html


Millpond News  
Things are starting to heat up on the town millpond with the two Mute Swan cobs confronting each 
other with raised necks and flapping wings.  What is happening is that a visiting pair of swans is trying 
to take over the territory of the resident pair that have nested on the pond near the bridge for the past 4 
years.  I am sure it is the same pair that tried last year and failed.  Meanwhile, the three remaining 
cygnets from this year's brood are still hanging on, but will soon be gone.   The lone swan that occupies 
the grass verge on Bridgefoot Path is less likely to go.  See YouTube video of the swans busking at . . . 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyxdlmqicLk 
I have seen up to 3 Cormorants fishing in the millpond over the past week.   
Also, keep a look out for a Kingfisher that flashes low over the pond.  I saw it perched on the garden 
wall of  what used to be called Tenerife Cottage in Bath Road.   
A female Red-breasted Merganser has been on the town millpond for the past week.  She was all alone 
until Saturday (Dec 5) when I noticed she had been joined by a handsome male.  The two are easy to 
pick out as the male is black and white and the female reddish-brown.  If the weather gets colder then 
we should have our regular gathering of Tufted Duck on the millpond, but no sign of any as yet.  Great 
Crested Grebe is another winter visitor which we might get with colder conditions.   
 
Harbour news  
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to record the bird life along the coast from Emsworth to Langstone.  He 
was out very early this morning before sunrise and recorded a host of birds in Emsworth Harbour,  
including 39 Canada Geese, 482 Brent Geese (no juveniles), 500 Knot, plus Lapwing, Dunlin, Grey 
Plover, Shelduck, Black-tailed Godwit, Red-breasted Merganser and Turnstone.  Peter also spotted 4 
Barnacle Geese among the Canadas which I think must be feral/escapes rather than wild migrants.  
But you never know.  In the western harbour Peter found an impressive flotilla of 35 Pintail among the 
Wigeon and Teal  Finally, two Spotted Redshanks were feeding together in the Nore Barn stream.  
Peter comments, "On mornings like this, you realise that ‘we’ have a very productive, over-looked, little 
jewel of a back-water that is not over run with birders.  A wonderful morning's birding!" 
 
Signs of spring 
The weather has been so mild that some wildlife has been fooled into thinking that spring is here!  
Ralph Hollins reported possibly the latest ever Dragonfly sighting for the UK - a Southern Hawker still 
alive in Wiltshire on Dec 9.  Equally surprising was a Green Lacewing seen by Tony Wootton trapped in 
a spider's web at Titchfield Haven on Dec 8.  As for butterflies, Ralph says a Peacock at Pulborough 
Brooks and a Red Admiral in Devon were still flying on Dec 9.   On the bird front, Swallows are still 
being seen along the south coast, while down in Cornwall a Turtle Dove was visiting a garden feeder in 
St Ives on Dec 4.  Locally, Primroses are out on Brook Meadow and a Tree Mallow flower is open on 
Slipper Millpond.   I noticed a Lesser Celandine in my back garden, though Ralph Hollins has seen 
several in the Havant area.  Astonishingly, Ralph's December count of flowering plants is now  up to 
106 species.  
 
Avocets arrive 
Anne de Potier found the first flock of 36 Avocets in Nutbourne Bay and Heather Mills also had over 30 
Avocets at Farlington Marshes.   
 
Emsworth Seal  
A few weeks ago Bill and Lesley South saw a Seal swimming in Dolphin Lake when the tide was high.  
Ralph Hollins commented that, as with rats, Seals are often very close to us without being seen.   
Reports from recent Seal tagging projects show their ongoing presence all round the Chichester 
Harbour coastline.   Chichester Harbour Conservancy gives a Seal Population of 25 but larger numbers 
have been seen.  For more information see . . . http://www.portsmouth-canoe-club.org/resources/seals 
 
Plight of the Curlew  
The BTO is launching an appeal to help save the Curlew.  Yes, this very familiar wading bird with the 
long, decurved bill and evocative bubbling call has just become one of the newest additions to the 
British Red List of Birds of Conservation Concern and deemed to be of the highest conservation 
priority.  The Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) shows a 46% decline across the UK in the last two decades. 
Critically, the UK holds 28% of Europe’s breeding Curlew, meaning that declines here represent the 
loss of a substantial portion of Europe’s total breeding Curlew population.    
For more details see . . . http://bto-enews.org/102F-3OTZC-52JA9P-1W1NZA-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyxdlmqicLk
http://www.portsmouth-canoe-club.org/resources/seals
http://bto-enews.org/102F-3OTZC-52JA9P-1W1NZA-0/c.aspx
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 19th November 
Before the work session started Brian took a photo of the inside of the tool store which Pam and 
Jennifer spent some time in getting organised last Monday so everything now has its place.  See photo 
on web site.   
The forecast of heavy rain this morning did not prevent a band of 8 volunteers turning up for the work 
session.  Maurice explained the tasks to be done and ran through the hazards that could be expected 
and the care to be taken in the use of tools. Dan set off with bag and picker to collect litter. He did not 
take long to find some.   
Jennifer, Pam, Suzanne and Gordon collected the arisings from the grass cutting not collected at the 
previous session.    Phil and Ute coppiced the Hazel Clump in the north meadow near the north bridge, 
the first time this has been carried out since they were planted as saplings several years ago. It was 
surprising to note how tall (4 metres or so) some of them had grown. Already, there were signs of 
catkins on some branches. The cuttings will be used for dead hedging in due course.  
At 11.00 we assembled at HQ for coffee and bickies, as usual supplied by Pam. We were joined by 
Michelle Goode and two colleagues, Rosie Ryan and Jayne Lake, who are new recruits working for 
Havant Borough Council. Jayne will be our contact following the departure of Rob Hill.  Jayne actually 
lives locally in Emsworth.   
After the break, Jennifer guided the HBC party on a tour through the Meadow (accompanied by Brian) 
to the south bridge to examine its condition and then back to HQ. They seemed most impressed with 
the work that we do and intended to return when time permitted.  
The remaining volunteers transported two barrow loads of gravel to patch up the main path near the 
Lumley gate where it had been damaged by the activities related to the reinforcing of the bank on the 
east side of south meadow. This damage will be repaired permanently by the EA when their work is 
complete, probably in April.  Report from Maurice Lillie  
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 6th December from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Wildlife observations 
During the HBC tour of Brook Meadow we went through the experimental wild seed planting area in the 
north meadow where we found some evidence of new growth where seeds were sown. In particular, 
the leaves of Common Knapweed were evident which was one of the four seeds sown.  Common 
Knapweed leaves are lanceolate and slightly bristly. The rest of the mown area is dominated by a 
healthy growth of native plants, such as Hogweed, Cleavers and various grasses.  
Walking along the north path we noted how low the river was running with very little water coming 
under the railway tunnel from Constant Springs.  This state of river was much to the liking of a Grey 
Wagtail  which bounced ahead of us.  This delightful bird is sure to be with us during the winter period, 
being a fairly common winter bird on Brook Meadow.  
Pam Phillips told me the Pike with the crooked tail is still present in the river south of the north bridge, 
but we did not see it today. 
There are several plants still in flower on the meadow including some magnificent flower heads of 
Hogweed and some White Dead-nettle. We also noted more Winter Heliotrope flowers coming up well 
along the main river path. Report from Brian Fellows  
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions can be seen on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
North Bridge repaired 
The north bridge has at last been repaired by Havant Borough Council. It's been four months since two 
rails which hold up the handrail were vandalised. The gap was made good, more or less, with orange 
netting stapled into place by BMCG members, but it's good to see a permanent repair has now been 
completed. At the same time, two rotting foot boards were replaced. 
We are grateful particularly to Michelle Good, Senior Landscape Architect at HBC, for promoting this 
cause for us, with the very pleasing result now achieved, and the delicate ferns growing on the bridge 
are unharmed.  Jennifer Rye  
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html


WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Millpond News  
The resident Mute Swan family of two adults with their three cygnets (two of the original five cygnets 
having flown) are currently on the town millpond.  The visiting pair of swans are still hanging around, 
but are closely watched by the resident cob.  Also present is the lone swan that spends its life on the 
grass verge of Bridgefoot Path, but is strictly not allowed onto the pond.   
Meanwhile over on Slipper Millpond, a pair of Mute Swans appear to have taken up residence, the first 
swans I have seen there since the disappearance of the 'Polish' pen last year.  I suspect one of them 
could be the cob from last year's pair, that spent many weeks on the pond after its mate disappeared.  
Neither of the two swans had the pink legs of a Polish variety.  So, it is possible swans will be nesting 
on the pond again.   The swans will probably have to contest with the Great Black-backed Gulls which I 
saw on the pond this afternoon.  Now all the wires have been removed from the rafts I expect they will 
be back nesting on the centre raft as they have done for the past 4 years.   
 
Wintering Coot  
We usually get a good flock of wintering Coot on the millponds and in the harbour.  Last week I counted 
52, mostly on the town millpond, which indicates the first clear signs of the winter gathering.  Although 
many of these birds will have moved south from breeding grounds in the North of England, it seems 
likely that some, at least, will have come from as far as Scandinavia.  For the official BTO summary on 
Coot movements and map see . . . http://www.bto.org/ai/pdfs/145move.pdf 
 
Brent Geese  
The main wintering flock of some 5,000 Brent Geese are now present in Chichester Harbour of which 
we usually get a few hundred in Emsworth Harbour.  I have not seen a single juvenile bird and the only 
I have heard of was seen by Peter Milinets-Raby at Langstone on Oct 31.  Juvenile numbers go up and 
down from one season to the next, depending on weather conditions and the availability of Lemmings 
for the Arctic Foxes to eat, but I do not recall one as bad as this!   This suggests a disastrous breeding 
season.   However, the Brents had a good breeding season last year when the percentage of young 
was 23%, so I suppose they were due for a bad one.  For more details and figures see . . . 
http://monitoring.wwt.org.uk/our-work/goose-swan-monitoring-programme/species-accounts/dark-
bellied-brent-goose/ 
 
Little Auks 
On Nov 15, James Collings-Wells was out kite surfing a mile off Hayling Island when he spotted what 
he was fairly sure were Little Auks in the Solent.  James has seen Guillemots and Razorbills out there 
after a gale, but the birds he saw on Sunday were much smaller.   Little Auks are very rare birds in our 
area.  Usually they spend the winter out at sea coming no further south than the North Sea, but the 
recent stormy weather has pushed them further south than usual which accounts for James' sighting in 
The Solent.   For more information about recent sightings of Little Auk see . . . 
http://www.birdguides.com/webzine/article.asp?a=5368 
 
Langstone news 
Peter Milinets-Raby regularly monitors the birds in the Langstone - Warblington area.   Peter reports the 
wintering female Goosander has returned and is giving good views off Pook Lane.  In the past few 
weeks Peter has also seen several Chiffchaffs which presumably are over wintering here.   
 
Short-eared Owls 
Tony Wootton has spent up to 20 hours over the last 2 to 3 weeks trying to get photos of the Short-
eared Owls at Farlington Marshes.  Up to 5 birds have been reported on the reserve, but Tony saw 
nothing of them until Monday Nov 23 when his luck changed.   He bumped into Ros Norton and 
together they saw 3 and possibly 4 birds ( sometimes 2 together) over a wonderful hour or two.    
 
Garden Brambling  
Tony Wootton sent me a photo of a Brambling that his friend who lives in Beacon Square, took in his 
garden.   Brambling is a fairly rare garden bird, but they are sometimes seen, particularly in cold 
weather.  This makes the present sighting a bit puzzling.  In the BTO Garden BirdWatch list Brambling 
stands at number 42 having been seen in only 1.1% of gardens in the current quarter.  I had a look 
through my own garden bird records where I found my last Brambling sightings in my present Bridge 
Road garden were in the early part of 2013.  I also had some in the cold winter of early 2011.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Tool store  
Jennifer Rye reports that on Monday November 16th Pam and she want to rationalise the tool storage 
in the HQ.  "Somehow the tools we use most frequently, like shears, have found a home at the very 
back of the racks, so you have to reach over everything else to get at them. The scythe, on the other 
hand, which is used infrequently, has found itself in the front row. So we plan to rearrange everything in 
a more rational way. Then we'll label each hook with what lives on it, and how many of them there 
should be; hopefully this will make returning tools to their correct place at the end of each work session 
quicker and simpler. Next Thursday's workday will prove whether it was all worth while. See you there! 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 19th November from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html 
 
Bridge repairs 
Michelle Good from Havant Borough Council has some good news for us!  She says their Operational 
Services team have confirmed the replacement deckboards and balustrade spindles to repair the north 
bridge are now safely located within their depot.  Their chaps are hoping to get on to it later this week or 
early the next.  I shall keep tabs on progress and hope confirm an actual day as soon as I can (being 
mindful of the delicate Common Polypody ferns on the north side of the bridge that need to be heeded 
during implementation of the work. 
 
Flood defences 
Maurice Lillie reports: "I am happy to report that the last part of the above job has been completed by 
the Environment Agency (EA).  The flap valve which will stop tidal water from Peter Pond, back flowing 
into the meadow has been fitted together with a trash screen.  Having completed this, the EA have a 
responsibility to monitor the installation on a regular basis.  It will not be possible to test it for several 
weeks as there are no high, high tides predicted until the new Year.  
At our meeting of the Flood Forum on Nov 6, the EA advised us that they are expecting higher than 
average rainfall this Winter.  It will be interesting to see how this manifests itself.  Jennifer Rye 
mentioned the loss of Water Voles and stressed to the EA that as they are a protected species we all 
have a responsibility to maintain their habitat.  She added that the low water level in the Ems, must 
have contributed to their demise and that the EA must make every effort to maintain a reasonable water 
level.  I thinks the message was understood." 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Slipper Millpond rafts 
There has been a good deal of controversy about the presence of the Great Black-backed Gulls nesting 
on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond over the past 4 years.   Although they are magnificent birds, and 
quite a rarity nesting in this area, nevertheless these large gulls are unrelenting predators of smaller 
birds.  Local residents were distressed to see young Coot and Mallard being taken right in front of their 
eyes; so a couple of years ago, the Slipper Millpond Preservation Association decided to erect a 
framework and wires on the rafts to keep the gulls off.  But, it did not work and the gulls managed to 
creep under the wires to nest successfully, though they did lose last year's two chicks which fell off the 
raft and were drowned.   
When I walked round the Slipper Millpond last week I was interested to see one of the Great Black-
backed Gulls  back on the centre raft, no doubt prospecting its nesting site for the coming season.  
However, I also noticed that the obstructing wires were gone.   
I asked Nick Medina (Chair of the Association) about this and he told me that at the AGM of the 
Association in October . . ."following a lively debate, it was decided on a vote of 15 to 8 that the 
unsightly collapsed wiring and framework should be removed and that the matter be reviewed in two or 
three years' time.”  Nick thinks the Great Black-backed Gulls will probably nest there again, but hopes 
they will be able to co-exist with other bird life.   Let's hope so that I would not put my money on that 
happening.  Come what may, they are fine birds and it is a privilege to have them nesting in our village.    
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Brook Meadow trees  
This is a good time of the year to check out trees on the meadow as many have lost their leaves 
making it possible to see them more easily.  The Willows are of particular interest as we have six 
varieties.  Most of the 100 or so Crack Willows on the river banks and around the meadow have lost 
their leaves.  But the 5 White Willows in Palmer's Road Copse which can be seen from the Car Park 
still retain their leaves; they are magnificent trees.  The pale undersides of the leaves give the trees 
their overall whitish hue.  Also from Palmer's Road Car Park one can now clearly see the five Western 
Balsam Poplars which stand up straight and very tall, well above other trees.   Over on the main 
meadow, the Osier Willows on the east side of the north meadow are also full of leaves, though these 
are long, dark and thin compared with the other Willow varieties.   
 
Wayside fruits 
If you regularly walk along the sheltered path behind Lillywhite's Garage, look out for the berries on the 
bushes.  Most are fairly easy to identify like the red berries of Hawthorn (Haws), Holly and Bittersweet.  
There are also a few purple Sloes on the Blackthorn bushes.  But the black berries of Japanese 
Honeysuckle and Wild Privet are tricky to separate, but look at the leaves and the general shape of the 
plants they are on.  Incidentally, the first flower spikes of Winter Heliotrope are now showing well along 
this path and on the south west corner embankment of Peter Pond.     
Finally, the apples on the tree on the wayside in Bridge Road car park, which was cut down several 
years ago, but which has sprouted up again, are small but sweet.  Taste one and see.  I am told the 
apples on the roadside outside the Doctor's Surgery are also good.  You know what they say 'An apple 
a day . . . ' 
 
Harbour news  
One and sometimes two Spotted Redshanks can be seen feeding in the stream at Nore Barn about 2 
hours before and after high water.  One of these must be the regular bird that has been coming to Nore 
Barn for the past 12 winters.  The Spotted Redshank is usually accompanied by a Greenshank with 
colour rings on its legs: green and red and the left and green and lime on the right. It was ringed on 
22nd Sep 2014 by Pete Potts and his team.  Also, prominent at Nore Barn are good numbers of Brent 
Geese, Wigeon and Teal along with about 150 Black-tailed Godwits that often feed close to the shore 
near the woods near to high water.  They are worth looking out for.   
 
Warblington shooter 
Peter Milinets-Raby does regular early morning surveys of the birds along the shore at Langstone and 
Warblington which he reports for the Emsworth blog.  Peter reports that the mudflats are used by large 
numbers of geese, ducks and wading birds, but recently the birds have been disturbed by a single wild 
fowler who trudges around the mudflats on wooden snow-type shoes shooting at his prey.  It is very 
sad to see migrant birds that have flown several thousand miles being disturbed at their feeding 
grounds, but I gather this chap is doing nothing illegal or against the wild fowler's code of conduct.   
See . . . http://basc.org.uk/cop/wildfowling/ 
 
Hedgehog news 
There has been a lot in the news about the decline of Hedgehogs over the past 30 years or so.  They 
should really be getting themselves in condition for hibernation at this time of the year, so I asked 
Caroline French our local Hedgehog expert  if she had seen anything of the ones she gets in her North 
Emsworth garden.  Caroline said she has not seen a hedgehog for weeks - not since a couple of days 
after she took the five young ones to Brent Lodge (Oct 9th).  None of her three hedgehog boxes is 
currently occupied.  She was surprised at how suddenly the hedgehogs disappeared since it seems too 
mild for them to hibernate, although a work colleague said her hedgehogs had also gone. Caroline and 
I would be interested to hear from anyone who has seen Hedgehogs over the past few weeks.   
 
Wayside fungi 
Jill Stanley was coming home from a fungus hunt in Stansted Forest when she spotted some splendid 
specimens of Magpie Inkcap fungi growing on the wide roadside verge by Horndean Road, near the 
junction with Southleigh Road.  Some new trees had been planted recently and they were growing in 
the mulch surrounding the trees.  Jill says she has found very few at Stansted this year so to find these 
growing so close to her home was a bonus!  Just goes to show the best things are often right on your 
doorstep!  See the blog for Nov 12 for Jill's photo.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday November 1st  
Ten of us were on the meadow for the usual first Sunday workday, under grey skies with the sun 
struggling to break through, which it managed to do by midday. The usual briefing, safety talk and 
group photo out of the way, we proceeded to the main task: cutting the flower rich area of the Lumley 
patch.  Maurice had already started with the power scythe, so we were able to get straight on with 
raking and bagging the arisings, and then dragging them to the dump area on the eastern margin of the 
central meadow. It was quite heavy work since the arisings were quite wet, but all volunteers turned to 
with a will, and by coffee time the cutting was finished, and the clearing half done.  Young David did a 
turn with the power scythe, under watchful instruction, and made a very useful contribution to the 
success of the morning.  
It was more of the same after the break, and with a mighty effort the job was completed by close of 
play. A large part of the adjacent area near to the raised path was also cut, which will have to be raked 
and cleared next workday.  Meanwhile Frank and Dan did a good litter pick all round, with a bit of help 
from Nigel and me under the south bridge, and Dan cleared obstructions from the river as well as 
picking up litter from the banks.   One large and rather anxious toad was rescued from the cutter, 
otherwise no wildlife except midges and mosquitoes was encountered.  Thanks to all, and hope to see 
you again next time.    Report by Jennifer Rye  
  
Next Work Session - Thursday 19th November from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Flood mitigation works on Brook Meadow  
The works being carried out by the Environment Agency as a programme of measures to minimise the 
effects of tidal and fluvial flooding are under way. The first part to reduce the amount of water 
overtopping the banks of both branches of the River Ems was completed earlier this year.   
The second parts to divert any water that floods into Brook Meadow comprising a bund bank over a 
sandbag barrier, in the North Meadow and improvements to the rate at which water allowed to inundate 
the South Meadow can pass into Peter Pond, have been started.   
The sandbag core for the bank in the North Meadow was placed and concealed some months ago and 
a planning application is being prepared by one of the residents of Lumley Road, for the permanent 
bank.  This application will require a professional ecological survey to be carried out before an 
application would be considered by the Borough Council planners.  We are waiting for this report to be 
started.  Once permission has been granted by all the relevant authorities including, HBC who owns 
Brook Meadow, HBC Local Planning Authority and Natural England in respect of the Local Nature 
Reserve status of Brook Meadow, tenders, including a method statement of how the bank will be 
constructed without interference or damage to valuable nature habitats, will be sought.  This will lead to 
the appointment of a contractor and the execution of the work.  
The work to allow flood water to pass more efficiently into Peter Pond from South Meadow has already 
started.  This work comprises the addition of holes that have been drilled into the outlet wall and work to 
reinforce the bank between the meadow and Gooseberry Cottage has been started.  The EA have 
decided to defer completion of this last as long term weather predictions are favourable, whereby there 
is minimal risk of serious flooding.  The work will continue early next year, possibly in February, when 
the waterproof layer will be extended vertically and more stone filled mesh cylinders will be added to 
those already positioned.   
The recent high tides caused something of a stir when it was noticed that water was pouring from Peter 
Pond back up into the South Meadow, something that has rarely happened before.  The explanation is 
that a non-return flap valve was to have been fixed on the Peter Pond end of the discharge pipe. There 
was a delay in supplying this valve but it is expected to be fitted in a few days time.  The EA were 
alerted about the back flow and immediately deployed members of its Ops Team who placed a piece of 
plywood over the hole and held it in place with sand bags.  This arrangement was not very successful 
as the pressure of tidal water was such that it seeped around the plywood and still poured backwards 
towards and into the south east corner of South Meadow.  Flood water reached the footpath.  The tide 
having receded has enabled flood water to disperse.   
Report by Maurice Lillie  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
It is pretty quiet on the meadow at the moment.  Robin is the only regular vocalist, though Wren often 
gives an occasional loud burst.  Great Spotted Woodpeckers can be heard 'tchiking' and sometimes 
seen clinging to a tree trunk.  There are still quite a few flowers in bloom including some excellent 
heads of Hogweed and Wild Angelica attracting late flying insects.  Honey Bees are prospecting these 
flowers with weighty pollen sacs on their legs.  Other wild flowers out on the meadow include Red 
Clover, Herb-Robert and both white- and purple-flowered Common Comfrey.  I have also seen a late 
flowering Lesser Stitchwort and some Meadow Buttercups.  Sunday's cutting of the Lumley area 
disturbed several Frogs, but fortunately they all seemed to be unharmed.   
 
Millpond Swans  
The four remaining swan cygnets are still on the town millpond, though today I saw all four flying so it 
may not be too long before they depart.  The white 'Polish' cygnet is not easy to separate at a distance 
from its parents, though it has only a small knob on the top of its bill and its legs and feet are pink.  The 
other three cygnets are in various stages of developing their white feathers.  The 5th cygnet has been 
gone for some while.   With their brood now independent, the resident Mute Swan pair devote their 
attention to defending their nesting territory both from the visiting pair of swans which are not allowed 
any further north than the end of Nile Street and from the lone swan which lives on Bridgefoot Path and 
which is not allowed on the pond in any circumstances!    
 
Brent Geese  
Brent Geese are now arriving in force to spend the winter in our local harbours; their gentle croaking is 
a very welcome sound as one walks along the shore line.  However, they seem to have brought very 
few youngsters with them.  Today, I counted over 300 Brents in Emsworth Harbour, but failed to find a 
single juvenile among them.  Peter Milinets-Raby did find one juvenile in a survey of the coastline from 
Emsworth to Langstone on Oct 31.   Brent Goose breeding success varies from one year to the next.  
Occasionally they have a bumper season and there are youngsters everywhere.  Other times there are 
almost none at all.  However, it may be too soon to write them off this year, as more geese are 
expected and families often arrive a bit later than the rest.  For past breeding data go to . . . 
http://monitoring.wwt.org.uk/our-work/goose-swan-monitoring-programme/species-accounts/dark-
bellied-brent-goose/ 
 
Stinkhorns 
Roy Ewing was excited to come across two Stinkhorns (Phallus impudicus) in Nore Barn Woods on Oct 
28.  They may not be a rarity, but they are the first seen in these woods.  The fungus gets its common 
name from a harsh pungent smell which attracts flies and other insects.   I gather Stinkhorns begin their 
development as oval or round structures known as "eggs"; they do not smell and are apparently edible.   
 
Pond Skaters 
On Oct 28 I was surprised to see about 8 Pond Skaters skating around on the surface of the slow 
running Westbrook Stream immediately beneath the small bridge on Victoria Road.  However, I read  
that they can be active until the end of November when they hibernate.   They emerge from hibernation 
in April and lay eggs, which hatch soon after.  The nymphs go through a number of moults. 
 
Stansted Forest  
Local woodlands are a joy at this time of the year with the trees creating a kaleidoscope of colours.  My 
wife and I had a walk through Stansted Forest last week where we found lots of Sweet Chestnuts on 
the ground on the tarmac drive towards the Iron Gate Cottages, but quite small and hardly worth 
picking up.  Interestingly, there was a good flowering of Burnet-saxifrage along the path in front of 
Stansted House.  This is a late flowering white umbellifer, rather like Cow Parsley, but with finely cut 
stem leaves which have long winged sheathing stalks.   
 
Farlington delights 
Ralph Hollins and Colin Vanner have been around Farlington Marshes and have got excellent views of 
up to 20 Bearded Tits in the reedbeds around the lake.  Colin also saw a Dartford Warbler which is a 
pretty unusual bird in our area outside of the New Forest.  Colin also got a photo of a Short-eared Owl 
in flight over the past weekend.  Up to four of these super birds have been seen quartering the 
marshes.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 

 Newsletter for Weeks 41-42, Oct 5-18,  2015 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

  
CONSERVATION NEWS 

Work session - Thursday October 15th  
Twelve Volunteers turned up for this session in dry and dull conditions, but unusually, only 5 of them 
took part in the various conservation tasks, the other 7 choosing to join the River Management 
Workshop taking place on the Brook Meadow section of the River Ems and reported separately 
elsewhere - see report below.  Our small team started with removal of the brushwood barrier 
surrounding the north meadow wild flower area, in preparation for the autumn cut, scheduled before the 
end of 2015 using our Power Scythe. This was quite a difficult task because of the rampant summer 
growth in this valuable area had covered over much of the brushwood. The arisings we did find were 
removed to one of our nearby sacrificial dumps. 
Next, we used our Strimmer to prepare a roughly circular area further to the north for the planting of 
yellow rattle plus other wild flower seeds of local provenance, scarifying and disturbing the ground for 
best effect. This process mirrors the one used during September at the top of the north meadow and 
hopefully, will serve to reduce the dominance of the coarse grasses. 
Finally we tended some of our young trees including native Cherrys and Rowans by cutting back and 
clearing bindweed and surrounding high grasses. In between, we took a refreshment break together 
with the River Workshop Team thanks to Pam once again.  Report by Wally Osborne  
   
Next Work Session - Sunday 1st November from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
River management workshop 
Thursday October 15th was a busy day for volunteers: we were lucky enough to be offered a day's 
tuition on managing river habitat by Andy Thomas from The Wild Trout Trust, arranged for us by the 
Arun and Rother Rivers Trust through our good friend Ses Wright.  Key points were covered, e.g. Tree 
trunks, branches and leaves that fall into the river are vital food and habitat for invertebrates, which are 
part of the food chain and critical to a healthy river. So, not too much tidying, except of course litter. 
We learnt through doing, so spent the day constructing two branchy 'shoulders' staggered on opposite 
banks, and a pinch point just below them which will create a deeper pool at that point.  
All the material was fastened in and secured so that it cannot float away downstream. The idea is that 
creating a 'meander' in a hitherto straight stretch will improve the flow and remove sediment to expose 
the gravely river bed. This will make the whole river better not just for Trout but for all river-dwelling 
creatures, especially our precious Water Voles.  It was a wonderful opportunity for us to be instructed in 
river management, a topic which we have hitherto left to the Environment Agency. We hope to be able 
to continue to work with them, but from a more secure knowledge base. We all learnt a lot, as well as 
enjoying our river day. Thanks go to all the faithful volunteers who turned out.  Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
AGM - Friday October 16th  
The AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group was held on Friday October 16 in the Parish Hall 
at 7 pm. About 35 members were present. The chairman gave her annual report, commenting on a 
busy year, describing several new initiatives in tree, grassland and river management, and promising 
an even better year to come.  Our resident guru and polymath ecologist, Brian Fellows, was given a 
round of enthusiastic applause. The only negative note was the sad fact that we have lost the small but 
valuable population of Water Voles from our stretch of the River Ems. However, there are still voles in 
the Lumley stream, and further upstream in the river, so it is to be hoped that with good river and bank 
management they can be persuaded to return.  The treasurer's report was similarly positive, with a very 
useful income stream from the relocated reptiles we now have on site, and membership numbers are 
steadily growing this year. The present committee were re-elected en bloc, with thanks for all their hard 
work. Pam Phillips was thanked for adding Membership secretary to her treasurer's role. 
After an interval for refreshments, Sam Lunn of  Ecology Co-operation  gave an illuminating talk on 
Native British Reptiles, helpfully illustrated with power point, and then answered questions. He was 
warmly thanked, and given a 'thank you' present. Proceedings finished around 9.30.   
 
Report and committee photo is on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles - bad news 
Ecologist Andy Rothwell carried out a survey of the two Brook Meadow waterways on Saturday Oct 12 
and failed to find any signs of Water Vole activity anywhere along the whole stretch of the River Ems 
where we have always had a fairly good population of voles in the past.  Andy's results confirm the 
earlier survey of the Ems by Jennifer Rye and David Search, which had similar negative findings.  They 
also confirm our own lack of visual sightings, with just 11 Water Vole sightings this year.  Andy had 
more luck on the Lumley Stream where there was some Water Vole activity.  However, Andy found 
signs of Brown Rats along both waterways, which is not good news.  Andy's survey map summarising 
the results is at . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/water-vole-survey-AR-10.10.15.pdf 
Andy's conclusion was that the voles disappeared due to the lack of water in the river rather than as a 
result of the previous winter 2013/14 floods.  This is a bit puzzling as the river has often had dry periods 
in previous years without any obvious effect on the voles.   
This is so sad as Water Voles have been the most important aspect Brook Meadow's wildlife since the 
formation of the group in Year 2000, as well as being our logo!  However, it is not all doom and gloom; 
there are Water Voles in the local area, if not on Brook Meadow, so maybe with good river 
management they can be tempted back.  Ralph Hollins tells me that young voles will travel up to a 
kilometre, sometimes overland, in search for a home of their own when their mother chucks them out of 
the burrow in which they were born, so, all hope is not lost.  The other possibility is to have some Water 
Voles reintroduced, but that is probably a long way off.   
 
Harvest Mouse  
Some good news was that Andy Rothwell found a Harvest Mouse nest on the west bank of the river.  
Harvest Mouse nests are occasionally seen and two were reported and photographed by Malcolm 
Phillips in June and July last year.  So, it is good to know they are still with us.   
 
The Pike 
During the river management workshop, leaders and volunteers were afforded close views of the lone 
Pike with the crooked tail that spends most of its time in the river just north of the old gasholder.  The 
fish is very docile and barely moved away during the work; in fact, it almost allowed David Search to 
pick it up at one point.  Andy Thomas from the Wild Trout Trust said the fish appeared to have an injury 
in the tail area hindering its mobility.  I don't think Water Voles have anything to fear from this chap, 
though there may be others lurking somewhere in the river.  
 
Mute Swan news 
The resident Mute Swan family on the town millpond was down to four cygnets when I passed by today.  
This is not surprising as cygnets usually start to move off, or are driven off by their parents at this time 
of the year.  The 'visiting' pair of swans remain on the pond, and can usually be seen vying for territorial 
dominance with the resident pair.  See photo on tonight's Emsworth blog.  
 
Harbour news 
Brent Geese have been seen in Emsworth Harbour, but were probably just passing through.  Our main 
wintering flock is yet to arrive, but they should be with us any time now.    Wigeon and Teal are already 
settled in the Nore Barn area, where one can also see flocks of Black-tailed Godwits feeding on the 
mudflats.  The regular colour-ringed Greenshank and Spotted Redshank usually come to the stream at 
either side of high water.  You might also see a Rock Pipit there.    
 
Hedgehogs 
My friend Paddy who lives in The Rookery told me she had seen a Hedgehog family of two adults and 
two youngsters in her garden.  They will soon be looking for somewhere to hibernate and Caroline 
French, who takes a special interest in these highly endangered animals, reminds us that the 
youngsters need to reach 600g in order to survive the winter. Brent Lodge is there to help if needed. 
 
Bats in Emsworth  
Lynda Harris and her parents, Lesley and Keith, have been enjoying watching the aeronautic displays 
of bats at dusk on the foreshore at the bottom of King Street.  Lynda borrowed a bat detector which 
showed they were probably Soprano Pipistrelles.  Bat expert Nik Knight hopes to get down there to 
have a look and listen.  He thinks there could be Daubenton's bats too, which fly close to water and 
make more of buzzing sound audible at lower frequencies than the Pipistrelles. 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-current.html
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Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 39-40, Sep 21 to Oct 4,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday October 4th  
Unfortunately we had to cancel the Oct 4 Sunday workday as there was no leader available to lead it.  
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 15th October from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Special Work session - Friday Oct 16th 
We are having a workshop on river management organised by the Arun and Rother Rivers Trust. The 
aim is to improve the habitat provided in the River Ems in the stretch for which we are responsible; to 
improve habitat for fish species, especially trout, and other river-dwelling creatures. We hope to learn 
how to improve the banks of the river to tempt back Water Voles, which have disappeared this year. 
Members are cordially invited to sign up for this unique opportunity: thigh waders will be provided, and it 
promises to be an instructive session.  
More details from Jennifer Rye Phone 01243 376926 or e-mail . . . jenniferrye01@gmail.com 
 
AGM - Friday October 16th  
The Annual General Meeting of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group will take place St James 
Church Hall on Friday October 16th at 7pm.  The business meeting will consist of annual reports and 
the election of the committee for the year to come.  After a break for refreshments, there will be a talk 
on Native British Reptiles, by Sam Lunn, an ecologist from the Ecology Co-operative.  Sam has been 
instrumental in re-homing reptiles from local building sites onto  Brook Meadow and constructing 
hibernacula for them.  We hope many members will come along and enjoy this evening event. 
 
Flood defence update - 23 September 2015 
Here is an update on the Environment Agency work on the flood defences on the bund between the 
south meadow and the garden of Gooseberry Cottage from team leader Asad Abbas. 
"Last weekend we managed to dodge the weather and finished the bottom layer. As you understand, it 
has become very wet in the meadows at the moment and we will struggle to go back and finish the 
second layer. Keeping in mind that we don't want to create any "mess" in the meadows we will leave 
the bottom layer and will monitor it over the winter months and if needed we can go back in Feb/March 
to finish the top layer. The bank seems in good condition and we are expecting that with your new 
footpath running next to toe of the bank will give us opportunity to monitor the condition of the bank 
more frequently. At the moment, considering the condition of the bank I think we need the second layer 
but as I said earlier we will still monitor the condition over the winter and will make a decision in Feb 
2016. The works on screen replacement are going to start at the end of this month." 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has been making his daily visits to the meadow as usual and has got a number of 
excellent photos - all of which can be seen on the Emsworth blog - address below.  This is a good time 
of the year to see Kingfishers as families move down to the harbour.   Malcolm has lots of Kingfisher 
photos on Peter Pond, but Brook Meadow is more of a challenge.  However, on Oct 2nd he got a good 
photo of a male Kingfisher perched on a branch just up river from the old gasholder.   Why don't they 
ever do that for me?   
On the same occasion, Malcolm also got a shot of our resident Pike in the river north of the gasholder.  
This fish is not easy to see as it lurks in the shallow water close to the bank, but its distinctive feature is 
a crooked tail.   
Malcolm has snapped various other birds on the meadow including a moulting Blackbird and a Grey 
Wagtail that has been showing well in the shallow river by the railway embankment.   
He has also got a Buzzard flying over head, but I think the best Buzzard photo of the past 2 weeks 
goes to Chris Oakley who captured one balancing on a tree support tube on the Hampshire Farm site 
by hanging on with its hind claws - see the Emsworth blog for Sep 27.    
We rely quite a lot on Malcolm for wildlife sightings from Brook Meadow, but we shall not get any more 
photos from him over the next couple of months as he is away on an extended holiday in Cuba.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Spotted Redshank returns 
Peter Milinets-Raby got the first sighting of what I think must have been the famous Spotted Redshank 
which has been coming to Nore Barn for the past 12 winters.  Peter saw it feeding in the stream with its 
regular companion, the now colour-ringed Greenshank (G+GL), on Sunday September 27th.  Peter got 
a couple of good photos of the bird which can be seen on the Emsworth blog for that date.  Although 
one cannot really identify the bird from its appearance, its behaviour is exactly what we would expect.  
Sep 27 is the earliest first sighting date on record, though the arrival dates of the Spotted Redshank at 
Nore Barn have been getting earlier year by year.  Last year it was here on Oct 3rd.   I have not been 
able to catch up with the bird myself, but I know from previous years that it often takes some while to 
settle into it regular feeding routine in the stream.    
 
Headless Hornet 
While I was at Nore Barn on Sep 30th looking for the Spotted Redshank, I happened to notice a very 
dead Hornet lying on the path being savaged by a Common Wasp.  It was clearly a Hornet from its 
large size in comparison with the wasp.  Interestingly, the Hornet was headless which made me wonder 
what had attacked it?   Ralph Hollins thought it might well have been killed by a Hobby which is a fast 
flying bird which catches large insects, such as dragonflies in flight.  A Hobby could well catch and hold 
a Hornet in its claw and would be quite likely to eat the head only to avoid ingesting poison from the 
abdomen.   Has anyone heard of this happening before?   
 
Millpond News  
The resident Mute Swan family of two parents and 5 cygnets is still present on the town millpond.  The 
cygnets are well-grown and looking good (including the white 'Polish' bird) though I suspect it will not be 
long before they take off, or are driven off, to find their own way in life.   Peter Milinets-Raby tells me the 
swan pair on Langstone Mill Pond are already starting to make life difficult for their now well-grown 
cygnets.  Interestingly, a second pair of Swans has reappeared on Emsworth Millpond, no doubt hoping 
to make a bid for nesting territory, like they did earlier this spring.  Their presence is, of course, hotly 
contested by the resident cob and the two cobs can often be seen circling around each other in 
threatening fashion.  Meanwhile, Mallard numbers are building up again after the breeding season.  
The males are now looking resplendent having got their bright plumage back after moulting.     
 
Aging Oaks  
Dave Lee has been busy estimating the ages of the large Oak trees in the fields between Emsworth 
and Westbourne.  Most of them, including the one that has toppled over, appear to be around 140 
years old, though there are a couple near to Westbourne which he thinks are over 300 years of age.   
 
Clouded Yellow  
I was pleased to see my first Clouded Yellow butterfly of the year feeding on Red Valerian flowers on 
Eastney Beach on Oct 1st.   Clouded Yellows are migratory butterflies and each year they fly across 
Europe to reach Britain's southern shores in highly variable numbers, some years there are lots and 
other years virtually none.  However, few survive the winter, which raises the question of why do they 
bother migrating at all.  I see migration as an evolutionary strategy of the species to extend their range 
when conditions become favourable, as will presumably happen with the global warming.   
 
Stansted fungi 
Jill Stanley was up in the woods at Stansted again on Sep 30th and came across a couple of beautiful 
fungi - her photos are on the blog.  One was a False Death Cap (Amanita citrina) which is not 
poisonous in itself, but is best avoided as it can be confused with others which are very poisonous, 
such as Destroying Angel and Death Cap.  The other was Horn of Plenty (Craterellus cornucopioides) 
which I gather is a favourite in restaurants where it is served stuffed.  Personally, I don't really fancy it!   
Jill hopes to find more interesting fungi as the season progresses.  Go for it Jill.   
 
New Blackcap research 
Exciting new research has been published by the BTO showing that Blackcaps wintering in this country 
appear to be adapting their feeding habits to exploit human-provisioned foods.  This complements 
evidence that those Blackcaps migrating to Britain in winter are diverging phenotypically, as well as 
genetically, from those that winter in Spain. Blackcaps wintering in Britain have relatively narrower and 
longer beaks than those wintering in Spain, suggesting that British migrants have adapted to a more 
generalist diet.  This is the first time that garden bird feeding has been shown to affect large-scale bird 
distributions. See . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXK-3OB2A-3UEDCR-1S3G59-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 37-38, Sep  - 20,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 17th September 
The beautiful sunny early autumn morning was a most welcome change from the heavy downpours of 
recent days, which had thoroughly soaked the meadow site. 10 volunteers turned out and the tasks set 
for the day were going to be quite arduous at first and then more enjoyable.  
After the short briefing and wildlife news from Brian we quickly set off to the north meadow where a 
large circle had been mown out of the high coarse grasses almost 2 weeks ago, ready for us to 
establish the new wild flower area recommended by a visiting ecologist.  The mown arisings had been 
left in place are were extremely wet and heavy so the whole team excepting Dan, on litter picking duty, 
shared the task of raking up, loading into drag bags and pulling them to the nearby sacrificial site.   
By 11 am we were all thoroughly fatigued and ready for refreshments, with the job not quite done. 
After the break, we quickly completed the clearance task and then created approx 30 wild flower 
planting spaces by ‘baring’ the ground with our strimmer and then ‘disturbing’ the bared soil. Team 
members then scattered Yellow Rattle seeds in each space, plus other wild flower seeds (Common 
Knapweed, Corky-fruited Water-dropwort and Meadow Barley) all of local provenance. We await next 
spring with hope of successful germination and, in the meantime, will ‘manage’ the area  very carefully.  
Finally, Phil trimmed back some branches overhanging the path and we all retired, quite pleased with 
ourselves. Thanks again to Pam hot drinks and biscuits at the break.  Report by Wally Osborne 
 
Reports and photos of all work sessions are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 4th October from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Upcoming Events 
Friday October 16 promises to be a busy and important day for our members. Firstly, the AGM of the 
group will be held in the St James Parish Hall at 7pm with the business meeting, consisting of annual 
reports and election of the committee for the year to come. After a break for refreshments, there is a 
talk on Native British Reptiles, by Sam Lunn, an ecologist from the Ecology Co-operative who has been 
engaged in re-homing reptiles from local building sites on Brook Meadow. We hope many members will 
come along and enjoy this evening event. 
Secondly, on Oct 16, we are having a workshop on river management organised by the Arun and 
Rother Rivers Trust. The aim is to improve the habitat provided in the River Ems in the stretch for which 
we are responsible; to improve habitat for fish species, especially trout, and other river-dwelling 
creatures. We hope to learn how to improve the banks of the river to tempt back Water Voles, which 
have disappeared this year.  Members are cordially invited to sign up for this unique opportunity: thigh 
waders will be provided, and it promises to be an instructive session.   
 
Dates for Diary - Friday October 16th - Brook Meadow AGM in St James Church Hall at 7pm followed 
by talk on 'Native British Reptiles' by ecologist Sam Lunn.  
Friday October 16th - Workshop on river management from Arun and Rother Rivers Trust. 
More details from Jennifer Rye Phone 01243 376926 or e-mail . . . jenniferrye01@gmail.com 
 
CTV nomination 
Rachel Moroney of the Conservation Trust for Volunteers (CTV) has nominated the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group for a CTV award under the category of 'Heart of the Community'. These awards 
celebrate the time and effort that people and groups put into looking after their local green spaces.  The 
award acknowledges how BMCG has looked after Brook Meadow over the past 15 years and has 
involved all sections of the community in the project. Prizes are awarded at end of Oct.  
 
Flood defence work - update 
The Environment Agency team laid the first row of stone filled steel mesh tubes (the sausages) on top 
of the waterproof sheet last weekend along part of the bank in the south meadow.  This weekend the 
team extended the stone sausage collar right up to the concrete funnel leading to Peter Pond.  This 
process will continue each weekend until the project is complete.  This is hoped to be 10 October, but 
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depends upon the deliveries of materials and weather. The excessive rain of last week means the area 
is now a sea of mud, but we shall make sure proper restitution is done if needed at the end. 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Alder tree infestation 
We were dismayed to discover in the past week that the newly planted Alder tree on the east side of 
the Lumley area of Brook Meadow had been virtually stripped of its leaves by a colony of pale green 
caterpillars with black spots along their bodies and black faces.  We think they are the larvae of Hazel 
Sawfly (Croesus septentrionalis), though clearly they are not restricted to feeding on Hazel.   
Being a nature reserve we cherish all wildlife, but to preserve the health of the Alder tree Maurice Lillie 
decided to pick off the larvae by hand.  Maurice could not bring himself to drop them on the ground and 
stamp on them, so he  tossed them over to a youngish looking willow about ten or twelve feet away to 
see if they could be persuaded to transfer their feeding habits.  Willows are abundant!   
While examining the leaves of the Alder, I discovered another caterpillar with a distinctive 'hump' on its 
back enjoying the Alder leaves.  This was the larva of a Grey Dagger Moth (Acronicta psi).    
See photos of all the caterpillars on the wildlife blog for Sep 17.   
 
Other Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has been busy snapping birds and other things during his daily visits to the meadow, 
all of which are fully documented on the wildlife blog.  Today, he got a cracking close-up image of a 
fearsome looking Pike in the river.  Our poor Water Voles are no match for this creature.    
Although there are fewer insects around now summer is largely over, Bumblebees and Hoverflies are 
still around seeking nectar.  The tall flower heads of Wild Angelica, which dominate the south meadow,  
are particularly attractive to insects.   There is a wasp's nest on the east side of the north meadow near 
the seat, so keep clear of the trees near here.   
Ash saplings on the causeway are now decorated with hanging seed 'keys'.  Nearby red haws are 
shining brightly on the Hawthorn bush.  However, there do not seem to be many berries on the Alder 
Buckthorn bushes this year.  The large Horse Chestnut tree near the Lumley gate has a severe 
infestation of leaf miner grubs, but this does not appear to have affected the conker fruits of which there 
is a very good crop.  What a pity kids do not play conkers these days.   
The twisted seed heads of Great Willowherb with their long silky hairs adorn several parts of the 
meadow.  The brown seed heads of Common Fleabane are now replacing the bright yellow flowers.   
 
Harbour news 
Wader numbers are building up in Emsworth Harbour.  Last week, I counted an 192 Redshank in the 
eastern harbour which is close to a record.  Black-tailed Godwits were also present in good numbers 
including the Icelandic ringed bird (LY+RO) that I mentioned in my last report.  Other birds now present 
in the eastern harbour include Turnstone, Greenshank, Curlew, Grey Plover, Whimbrel and the first 
Dunlin of the year.   Meanwhile, over at Nore Barn, the first Teal have arrived along with some 
Shelduck; Wigeon should be with us soon.  The regular colour-ringed Greenshank (G+GL) has been 
present in the stream for a couple of weeks, waiting patiently for its favoured feeding companion, the 
Spotted Redshank.  But will the famous Spotshank be back for a 12th winter running?  Last year it was 
here by Oct 3, so not much longer to wait.   
Brent Geese are back in Langstone Harbour, much earlier than usual, but none so far in Emsworth.  
Peter Milinets-Raby has seen some at Langstone, so maybe they are coming our way.   
 
Fungi 
This is a good time of the year to see fungi.  Jill Stanley was in Stansted Woods with a friend and they 
found an unusual fungus which reminded them of a Stinkhorn but did not have the awful smell.  Having 
consulted her book, Jill identified it as a Dog Stinkhorn.  It is smaller, more slender, and with a less 
powerful smell, than Stinkhorn.  Jill's photo is on the Emsworth blog for Sep 18.   
While walking through the newly coppiced area in Hollybank Woods today (Sep 20) I came across 
several groups of hard round fungi which resembled baked potatoes in various stages of disintegration. 
I think they are Scaly Earthballs (Scleroderma verrucosum).  As they age the caps curve in at the 
centre producing an irregularly shaped opening.  They are strictly not for eating!   
 
Henbane 
The four members of the Havant Wildlife Group that braved a cold start to their Saturday walk around 
Up Marden on Sep 19 had a real treat in store.  They had over 100 Red-legged Partridges in the fields 
and a couple of Red Kites flying over head.   They also came across a rare plant called Henbane 
growing in a field of Sweetcorn.  Henbane is sticky plant with sinister-looking flowers and is very 
poisonous.  Apparently, Dr Crippen used a chemical derived from Henbane to murder his wife.   
 



Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 35-36,  Aug 24 -Sep 6,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 6th September 
Thirteen volunteers turned out for a wonderful sunny morning's workday. Jobs were described and the 
usual safety briefing given, the statutory group photograph was taken, and then we chose which group 
was going to tackle each task. The willow 'plantation' by the sluice was given a thorough overhaul, by 
Ian and Chrissie, with long shoots woven back into the dead hedge, so the river us now visible again 
from the raised path. Mike led another team to trim back the long shoots on the hawthorn hedge 
between the central and north meadows, and return it to the trim state expected of a well-laid hedge. 
This task was made much easier by the accessibility of the hedge since Martin Cull's excellent cutting 
work earlier in the week. 
Another task was to cover the 5 new hibernacula created by our ecologist friends for the new 
population of reptiles to hibernate in, along the bank from the north meadow to the raised causeway 
path. This was done mainly with grass cuttings left near the bank for this purpose by Martin, augmented 
with some hawthorn shoots from the hedge. 
Meanwhile, we were very pleased to welcome Ben Spraggon back to the meadow after many years to 
show us his power scythe, which is more powerful than ours, which he did by cutting a rough circle in 
the northern end of the North meadow, to be planted with yellow rattle seeds, in order to check the 
mainly tall fescue which dominates there, and increase diversity with more flowering plants. This 
technique has proved so successful in the 'flower rich area' that we plan to extend it to two more areas. 
After the refreshment break, more cutting in the north continued, and our own power scythe was in use 
in the south eastern corner of the South meadow, to allow the sedges which dominate there to 
establish themselves again before the winter, and possible flooding. We admired the third disc taken 
out of the concrete abutment this week by the Environment Agency, to increase the drainage capacity 
into Peter Pond. The arisings from here were raked up and bagged and moved to the west of the main 
path, where they will soon rot down. 
Meanwhile Maurice made a fence of orange netting to protect the marsh woundwort near the barrier 
bank with Gooseberry Cottage, since the EA plan to start on the reinforcement of that bund next 
weekend, and materials will soon be arriving on site. Litter picking was done as usual, and all the sign 
cases had already been cleaned, which saved us the job this time, thanks Bob. 
All in all, an extremely productive session, and grateful thanks are due to all our loyal and hard working 
volunteers. You may also notice that the new fencing at the extreme southern end of the Meadow, 
which had again been vandalised, has been most expertly repaired by Phil, with bolts which should 
withstand further attacks by mindless boots. Thank you, Phil.  Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Photos of work sessions are on the web site at . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 17th September  from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on 
the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Dates for Diary - Friday October 16th - Brook Meadow AGM in St James Church Hall at 7pm followed 
by talk on 'Native British Reptiles' by ecologist Sam Lunn.  
Friday October 16th - Workshop on river management from Arun and Rother Rivers Trust. 
More details from Jennifer Rye Phone 01243 376926 or e-mail . . . jenniferrye01@gmail.com 
 
Emsworth Show - The weather for the Emsworth show was better than last year, but not brilliant. 
Quite heavy rain early on cleared more or less during the late morning, but showers continued on and 
off. The gazebo was erected by 9 a.m. and proved waterproof, which was a relief; last year's leakage 
had been corrected by lavish application of waterproofing spray.  
During the day, many members came and renewed their membership, some after a gap of years, and 
new members also signed up. The newly displayed photos were much admired, and there was much 
chat and bonhomie. Maurice and David manned the stall all day, I was there most of the time, and we 
had additional help at beginning and end from Wally and Debbie, putting up the gazebo, arranging the 
displays, and then packing everything away again. 
The sun burst through by 5 o'clock, just as clearing up started.  It is to be hoped that the moderate 
crowds present provided enough income for the Horticultural Society to be able to stage the very 
popular event again in 2016.  Photos from the show are on the web site at the above address.     
Report by Jennifer Rye  
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Flood defence work - The drilling of two additional 20cm holes in the concrete outlet wall from the 
south eastern corner of Brook Meadow to Peter Pond has been completed. The plugs in the new holes 
are the pieces of concrete cut out but left in place until the grills are supplied. Regarding the work to the 
foot of the Gooseberry Cottage bank, they are ready to start as soon as the stone rolls are available.  I 
understand that the earliest they will be delivered is during next week.  Photo on web site (above).  
The Environment Agency are taking delivery of the materials for the work to the east bank on Tuesday 
8 Sep and they will be delivered to site on Friday 11 Sept.  The work of creating the space for the stone 
rolls and placing them should start that weekend.  It is interesting to note that the bank is already 
sprouting with vegetation so I expect the recovery period after placing the rolls will be equally quick. 
Fingers crossed for a smooth and not too messy a job.    
Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
Annual Cut - Martin Cull carried out the annual cutting of the grassland on Brook Meadow on Tuesday 
2nd and Wednesday 3rd September.  This is the main event in the conservation management 
programme for the year and Martin, and his father Brian before him, have been cutting the meadow 
since we first started in Year 2000 and has always done a good job.   I saw several Frogs and Toads in 
the cut grass, which the tractor's blades had left unscathed.  Photos of Martin with his tractor are on the 
web site page quoted already.  Report by Brian Fellows  
 
New homes for reptiles - Several development sites in the local area have Planning Conditions 
imposed on their approval, whereby existing populations of Common Lizards and Slow-worms have to 
be relocated.  After appropriate surveying, Brook Meadow was selected by Ecological Organisations as 
being suitable for this purpose.  Last year the meadow became the new home for quite a few such 
creatures and this year it is expected that more will come to live here.  As reptiles are cold blooded it is 
important that the right habitats are available to them.  Some areas on Brook Meadow are being 
mowed more often to create basking areas and habitats for their food - flies, crickets, snails etc.   
During colder months, reptiles hibernate and therefore suitable, safe locations need be available.  The 
plan is to increase availability by creating 'hibernacula'.  These comprise heaps of logs and twigs 
covered by soft vegetable matter such as grass clippings and several such piles have recently 
materialised.  The siting and building of these was carried out by the ecologists who have the task of 
trapping the lizards and releasing them on the Meadow.  Report by Maurice Lillie  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
The meadow is very quiet on the bird front at the moment, with little in the way of song apart from the 
autumn song of the Robin, and occasional burst from Wren and Great Tit.  Nevertheless birds are still 
present as the very patient Malcolm Phillips has proved by getting photos of some of them, including 
Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Blackbird, Kestrel, and Moorhen.   
Butterflies have been surprisingly scarce despite the recent warm weather.  However, Malcolm 
managed to get a snap the first Brown Argus seen on Brook Meadow for several years, though we both 
misidentified it at first as a female Common Blue until Tom Bickerton pointed out the two dark spots on 
the upper wings that that clinched the identification of a Brown Argus.  That takes the number of 
different butterfly species seen on Brook Meadow so far in 2015 to 22. We are missing Clouded Yellow 
which might still turn up in the autumn.   
This is the season for spiders.  On Aug 29, Malcolm Phillips saw what he thought at first were two 
different spiders in the same web.  In fact, what Malcolm got was a female Four-spot Spider (Araneus 
quadratus) being courted by a male spider of the same species.  The male spider  is much smaller than 
the female and needs to approach her very carefully, and to get away quickly after the mating act, to 
avoid being eaten.   A few days later, Malcolm got a photo of a female Garden Spider (Araneus 
diadematus) finishing off an unfortunate male which had probably just consummated the 'marriage', but 
did not escape quickly enough after the act.  Malcolm also got a photo of a Wasp Spider (Argiope 
bruennichi) on its web showing a very prominent stabilimentum.   
 
Pete Potts  
Pete Potts, our local bird ringer, has been seriously ill for the past 5 months with an acute thrombosis in 
artery to the gut and he says, 'for a time, it was touch and go'.  However, Pete is now back at work as 
ranger on Hayling Island and we wish him a full recovery.  Meanwhile, one of Pete's favourite Black-
tailed Godwits, which was ringed by his friend Laki in Northern Iceland in June 2003, was back again in 
Emsworth Harbour last week, which makes it at least 12 years old.  Not a record I am told.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm            
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 33-34,  Aug 10-23 ,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 20th August 
A total of 11 volunteers turned up on a muggy morning to work on the Meadow. The major task for the 
morning was to prepare the North Meadow for the annual mowing by contractor, Martin Cull. This 
entailed clearing headroom near the trees to allow Martin's tractor to mow the maximum possible area. 
Phil and Gordon took turns with the power scythe whilst Tony and Maurice used the pole saw to 
remove overhanging branches. Anne, Suzanne and Ute cleared away all the arisings. Meanwhile Pam 
went off to plant an Alder tree donated by Frances Jannaway.  Dan and Frank set off on a litter pick 
whilst Jane set about clearing the main path of overhanging growth. 
By the time it was due to break for a well-earned cup of tea or coffee, dispensed by Pam with her usual 
efficiency, a clear area had been made around the “Wishing Tree” and the meadow had a new 
specimen tree.  After the break, which had included an impromptu lesson from Brian on oak tree galls 
(see Wildlife News below), Pam supplemented the arisings disposal team as the volunteers continued 
to work round the trees bordering the meadow. By the time it came to call a halt to work the several 
trees had been divested of their lower branches making the work of the mower that much easier.  A 
tremendous effort was put in by all the volunteers; a big thank you to all.   
Report by Ian Newman 
 
See web site for reports and photos of all work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 6th September  from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Emsworth Show - We look forward to greeting you on our usual stand at the Emsworth Horticultural 
Show on Bank Holiday Monday 31st of August, from 11 am.  Please come along and talk to us about 
recent happenings on the Meadow and anything else of interest in the natural world. You may also 
renew your annual subscription for year 2015 / 2016, due on 1st September 2015.  
 
Flood protection work -As you will have noticed if you walk through Brook Meadow, most of the large 
bramble hedge and other vegetation has been cleared from the bund that separates the south meadow 
from the garden of Gooseberry Cottage.  This is all part of the flood defence work carried out by the 
Environment Agency.  Further work will be carried out at weekends to reinforce this bund prevent 
flooding of the Gooseberry Cottage property when the south meadow fills up.  The access to carry out 
the work will be from the Lumley Road gateway into Brook Meadow and the EA will take all reasonable 
precautions not to disrupt the use of that entrance by the public.   
Maurice Lillie has provided a useful sketch map of the planned work on the bund which can be seen on 
the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html    
 
Grassland management - On Aug 14, Jennifer Rye, Maurice Lillie, David Search and Brian Fellows 
met up with Gareth Knass (an ecologist from Aluco Ecology) on Brook Meadow to discuss ways in 
which the grassland management could be improved.  We started on the Seagull Lane patch where 
Gareth suggested that some of 
the perimeters could be scalloped further to enhance the habitat.  The area is considered a particularly 
good habitat for reptiles and the flora has medium to high biodiversity. 
Turning to the north meadow, the northern area is largely dominated by the grass Tall Fescue to the 
exclusion of most other plants.  It was considered important to try to reduce the growth of this grass.  
To start with a couple of experimental areas would be created which would be cut hard and scarified 
and then sown with Yellow Rattle seeds collected from the orchid area, along with Meadow Barley and 
Corky-fruited Water-dropwort seeds provided by Gareth.   
After much discussion it was decided not to change the management of the main orchid area as this 
area is functioning quite well at present.  As for the Lumley area this is a very successful area of high 
biodiversity for wild flowers, sedges and rushes and so the regime of annual cutting in late August early 
September will continue unchanged.  The sedgey area above the causeway will need extra attention if 
there is time.   
Note: This is an abbreviated version of a report on the meeting by Maurice Lillie.   
The original report can be seen on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Oak tree galls 
During coffee break at Thursday's work session on Brook Meadow, I and some of the other volunteers 
had a close look at the various galls growing on the Oak trees on the Seagull Lane patch.  These galls 
are produced by the larvae of Gall Wasps which lay eggs on the tree; when the eggs hatch the tissues 
of the tree swell up around the grubs to form the galls.  Spangle galls were by far the most common of 
the galls, brownish disc-shaped growths on the underside of Oak leaves.   We also found clusters of 
Marble galls which are round, smooth and hard (like marbles), some with exit holes from which the 
adult wasp has emerged.  Marble galls are often confused with oak apple galls which are spongy and 
irregular and contain many insects.  Finally, Knopper galls are hard irregular distortions of an acorn; 
they were green and fresh, though later they become brown and tough.  Photos of all these galls can 
be seen on the Wildlife blog, but better than that have a look at the real things growing on the trees!    
 
Malcolm's news  
On Aug 16th, Malcolm Phillips saw four female Blackcaps in the trees on the causeway and another 
three by the gas holder.  That's great news as it could mean at least seven pairs were breeding on the 
meadow this year, which is more than we usually get.   On the same day Malcolm went over to Nore 
Barn where he saw two Sparrowhawks flying over the woods, one of which looked like a juvenile.  This 
means Sparrowhawks nested again in Nore Barn Woods as they have done for several years.   
On Aug 1st, Malcolm Phillips met fish expert Steve Hooper at Peter Pond to have a look at the Brown 
Trout.  Steve was surprised to see a 'Brook Trout' as he thought they had vanished years ago.  
On Aug 22nd Malcolm got his first Kingfisher photo for a while.  It was in its favourite spot on the table 
in front of the reeds at the top end of Peter Pond.  And it was a male, for a change, with all black bill; 
almost all the earlier ones Malcolm got were of a female.   
Most intriguing of all was the mystery raptor that Malcolm photographed in flight over Brook Meadow on 
Aug 21.  I thought it was a Kestrel, but Malcolm said it did not behave like one.  Ralph Hollins agreed 
and dropped a bombshell saying it might (just might) have been a Red-footed Falcon - which is a very 
rare vagrant to Britain and would certainly be a first for Brook Meadow!   Take a look at the photos of 
Malcolm's bird and a Red-footed Falcon for comparison on tonight's Emsworth blog.  Impressive!   
 
Ragwort  
Brook Meadow is looking really colourful at the moment with lots of flowers in full bloom.  Prominent 
among these are the pale yellow flowers of Hoary Ragwort both on the orchid area and on the centre 
meadow.  They stand tall, so you can't miss them.  Hoary Ragwort flowers later than Common Ragwort 
with which it is often confused.  Its greyish leaves have narrow parallel-sides lobes with pointed tips 
which are quite different from the more ragged appearance of the leaves of Common Ragwort.   Note, 
this is the only Ragwort currently growing on the meadow, though the unjustifiably much-maligned 
Common Ragwort is abundant in the fields on the way to Westbourne and alongside Thorney Road.   
Note, the grazing cattle and horses do not touch it!     
 
Other meadow flowers 
Adding to the spectacle of colour on Brook Meadow are the clumps of bright pink Hemp Agrimony in 
the centre of the orchid area.  Just as dramatic are the tall white umbellifers of Wild Angelica, which are 
a magnet to flies and other insects.  Wild Angelica differs from Hogweed mainly in its leaves, but its 
flower heads are also more rounded than the flatter ones of Hogweed.  However, the best spectacle of 
all at the moment is the kaleidoscope of colour on the wet Lumley area which has a yellow carpet of 
Common Fleabane dotted here and there with red flowers of Common Knapweed.   Note also the pink 
flowers of Red Bartsia and the glossy spikelets of Sharp-flowered Rush on the Lumley area.     
 
Nostalgic walk 
On Aug 18, Jean and I had a nostalgic walk through the fields at the back of Westbourne Avenue 
where we lived for 30 years before moving to Bridge Road in 1997.  The Blackberries are still as 
abundant and juicy as they always were, though sadly the old Oak in the field has finally toppled over.   
I had watched this Oak over the years, gradually losing its leaves and branches.  Now it is dead, but I 
am sure lots of wildlife continues to flourish within its trunk and bark, so let's hope it is not removed.   
We came back over the A27 bridge where I collected some Perforate St John's-wort with bright red 
seed heads for the vase on my desk.  I also heard my first autumn song of a Robin but failed to see any 
Swallows at Lumley Mill Farm where they always used to nest.  Have they deserted this site?  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm            
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 31-32, July 27 - Aug 9 ,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 2nd August 
An impressive turn-out of 16 volunteers enabled us to do a great deal of work, in near ideal weather 
condition, warm but not too hot, with a gentle breeze and a few clouds keeping the temperature 
reasonable. We were all glad of cold drinks, tea, coffee and biscuits at 11o'clock, thanks to Pam. 
Thanks are due too to all volunteers for a hard mornings work. 
It was "Operation Pathclear" today. We succeeded in scything all the occasional paths in the Central 
and the North Meadow, raking and bagging up the arisings , and dragging them to disposal sites to rot 
down. The paths in the South Meadow were given a good cutting back with the strimmer. Meanwhile 
the paths in the Palmers Road copse were tidied, with overhanging plants cut back with hand shears. 
So bare legged walkers can now enjoy all the grassy paths without fear of nettles, thistles and other 
invasive plants. 
The sign cases were all cleaned, and tidied round with hand shears as well. 
The occupants of a small tent in the North Meadow were asked to leave, which they did. Obviously, a 
conservation meadow is not a suitable place for camping. If anyone spots a recurrence it would be 
extremely useful if a member of the committee could be informed. My phone number is 01243 376926. 
Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 20th August from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Flood defence work 
The clearance of brambles along the eastern edge of the south meadow adjacent to the garden of 
Gooseberry Cottage is all to do with the on-going flood defence work undertaken by the Environment 
Agency.  More details will be given about this work later.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has been conscientiously going around Brook Meadow on a daily basis with his hefty 
camera at the ready looking here and there and everywhere for any wildlife of interest to snap. Over the 
past fortnight he has got some great images of insects - damselflies, bumblebees, hoverflies, 
grasshoppers and butterflies.  My favourites were a female Beautiful Demoiselle ovipositing (July 30) 
and a cracking Painted Lady, both upper wings and under wings (Aug 4).  Malcolm also created a fine 
collage of 11 different butterfly species that he took on just one day on Brook Meadow (July 27).   
On the bird front, Malcolm recently got an excellent snap of a Song Thrush singing its heart out, but for 
what purpose I wondered?  Surely, its breeding season must be drawing to a close.  He also got a male 
Blackcap in moult prior to its long migration to its wintering grounds, probably in the Mediterranean 
area.  Meanwhile, over on Peter Pond Malcolm has got several pictures of the handsome Brown Trout 
that like to swim around in the shallow waters of the small pond north of the Lumley Path footbridge.   
All Malcolm's photos can be seen on the daily wildlife blog at . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm               
 
Millpond News  
The Mute Swan family on Emsworth Millpond are doing very well, the cygnets are growing fast and look 
in very good shape.  The white 'Polish' cygnet now stands out clearly from the others.  Supplying reeds 
for the nest was clearly an important factor in their success this year.  I gather there was a family of tiny 
Mallard ducklings on the pond in the past week, though their chances of survival are slim, despite the 
pleas from notices around the pond not to feed the gulls.   
Meanwhile, over on Langstone Mill Pond the Mute Swan family with six cygnets are also doing very 
well, though Peter Milinets-Raby says the parents are quite aggressive towards other birds on the 
pond.  Peter has made a smashing little video of the swan family trooping across the mudflats back to 
the pond.  See the YouTube link . . . https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgVg5MVFgmU 
Also on the millpond is a female Tufted Duck with two growing ducklings.  The Grey Heron second 
brood are now fairly grown (3 of them) and 36+ Little Egrets, mostly youngsters, are still loitering.   
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Godwits return 
Black-tailed Godwits are now turning up in Emsworth Harbour (east) fresh from their breeding grounds 
in Iceland.  They can be best seen from the Wickor Bank seawall on the west side of Thorney Island.  
Most of them are in various stages summer plumage, though some are already their typical grey winter 
plumage.  All these Godwits have come from their breeding grounds in Iceland, most likely having 
stopped off on the way for food and rest.   Some of the birds currently in Emsworth harbour will move 
further west and south for the winter, some crossing the channel and some moving down into Spain 
and Portugal.  More Godwits will arrive as the autumn progresses which will stay with us for the winter.  
These wintering birds tend to favour the mudflats to the west of Emsworth at Nore Barn.  Note: we 
rarely get Bar-tailed Godwits in Emsworth; the best place to see them is at Langstone.   
 
Colour-ringed Godwits 
There is an important local ringing group based at Farlington which led by Pete Potts.  Pete and his 
team have been colour-ringing Black-tailed Godwits for many years in order to understand their 
movements, for which they rely on sightings of ringed birds from birdwatchers.  Personally, I keep a log 
of the godwits that winter in Emsworth Harbour and am rewarded with sightings of birds that return year 
after year, almost getting to know them as 'friends'. So far this 'autumn' I have logged five colour-ringed 
birds, three of which were regulars in Emsworth, but the other two were newcomers to our harbour.  
When I first spotted one of the latter birds it had a shell clamped to its foot which it was trying 
unsuccessfully to shake off.   When I checked two days later, I was pleased to see the shell had gone 
and the Godwit was moving easily with no harm having been done.  Wading birds do sometimes get 
caught by a shell, but the shell eventually drops off when the animal inside it needs to feed.   
 
Buzzard over Emsworth  
On Saturday afternoon (Aug 8th) David Minns watched a Buzzard wheeling its way northwards up 
North Street right over his house!   He said it was over St James Church when he first became aware of 
it, and it then circled its way up the street and disappeared northwards.  This could well have been a 
juvenile bird from Lumley Mill Farm having a look around.  Juveniles do this and are sometimes seen 
on Brook Meadow.   
 
Hedgehogs in garden 
Caroline French has been tending for Hedgehogs that visit her North Emsworth garden for many years.  
A female Hedgehog and at least four young have moved into a box that Caroline provided for them in 
her garden.  There are at least two other adults visiting the garden, one of which is a male.  Each 
evening Caroline puts out dried mealworms, broken peanuts (not whole ones, nor salted), raisins or 
sultanas and a few suet pellets.  The food is being taken every night but they also seem to be 
successfully foraging for their own natural food.  Caroline gives a link to the Hedgehog Street website 
for people wanting to know how they can help and encourage hedgehogs . . www.hedgehogstreet.org/ 
 
Grasshopper App 
Brook Meadow is literally teeming with grasshoppers at the present; just walk across the orchid area 
and they jump around everywhere.  I think most of them are Meadow Grasshoppers, which just jump as 
they can't fly.  To help identify and record grasshoppers, John Arnott tells me there is now available a 
free iRecord Grasshoppers app. for your smart phone or tablet.  The app. covers grasshoppers, bush-
crickets, true crickets, and allies such as earwigs and stick insects.  It has photos, maps, songs, etc.  If 
you don't have a compatible mobile device you can still to record sightings or check records by going to 
the iRecord website at http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/ 
See interesting YouTube video . . . https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EW_3pDUUWpM 
 
Flying Ants 
Ralph Hollins has been researching just what is going on when ants take to the air as they have been 
doing recently.  Apparently, in an ant colony the only Ants born with wings are the young females 
(Princesses) and those males (Drones) whose only purpose in life is to fertilise the Princesses during 
the mating flight.  During the flight the Princesses mate with multiple males, accumulating a 'sperm 
bank' inside their bodies, enough to fertilise the 'tens of millions' of eggs they will lay during their 
lifetime.  Sadly, as each male is mating his genitalia 'explode' and he falls from the sky mortally 
wounded.  The females drop their wings as soon as they land and set about the business of digging a 
new nest in which to lay the eggs that will hatch into the workers and soldiers needed for the colony to 
function.   And so the whole process starts over again.    
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 29-30,  July 13-26,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 16th July 
A total of 12 volunteers gathered in dull humid conditions not best suited for strenuous activity.  
The main task for the day was to clear the Seagull Lane patch with Nigel and Phil taking turns to 
operate the power scythe assisted by Wally, Colin and Ute clearing the arisings. Good progress was 
soon made.  
Pam and Anne set off on a mission to attack the brambles encroaching on the main footpaths whilst 
Jennifer and Jane set about cleaning all the Information Boards. Dan, meanwhile, set off on a lonely 
litter pick.  A very welcome refreshments was provided by Pam 
After the break Jennifer bolstered the arisings clearing party. Pam and Anne, supported by Jane, 
resumed their path clearing activities. Dan had worked through the coffee break but was rewarded with 
a late cup at clear up time. 
By the time it came to call a halt to the work, the mountainous pile of arisings testified to the supreme 
clearance effort that had been achieved on the Seagull Lane patch. The paths had been freed of 
terrorist brambles and Dan had collected 2 bags of litter. It was pleasing to see the results of all the 
hard work of the volunteers, many thanks to them all. 
Report by Ian Newman 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 2nd August from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
HBC Visitor 
We were pleased to welcome Michelle Good from Havant Borough Council as a visitor to the work 
session on Brook Meadow on July 16th.  Michelle has only been in the job at HBC for 4 months so is 
feeling her way!   She was particularly keen to see how we work on the meadow and to learn from our 
experience of managing the meadow over the past 15 years.   Michelle is already busy helping to set 
up a new conservation group on the new Hampshire Farm open space to the north of Emsworth.    
Michelle passed on the news that Rob Hill would be leaving the council at the end of the month, but 
said she would be happy to be our main council contact until a replacement for Rob is appointed.    We 
shall miss Rob Hill who has been our main HBC contact for the past 15 years and a very good friend of 
the group.  We wish him all the best in his new life in bonny Scotland. 
 
Brook Meadow bridge repairs 
One thing we mentioned to Michelle while she was on the meadow was the deteriorating condition of 
the two bridges over the River Ems.  Michelle took some photos of the north bridge and has already put 
in a request for the following works to be undertaken:  
-       Two guardrail uprights are missing and need replacement 
-       Approx. five loose guardrail uprights remain in place but need securing 
-       Replace approx. 5-7 deckboards with significant damage / wear. 
-       Clean deckboard grooves to improve non-slip capabilities (ideally jet-wash) 
She envisages the Operations Team will send someone along to visit the site in order to plan and cost 
the works.  Michelle's  team will then confirm the instruction to proceed and she will come back to us 
again with an idea of timescale.  The south bridge is also in need of repair, especially to the walking 
surface.   
 
River Survey 
During the work session on July 16th we had two other visitors to the meadow, namely Ses Wright and 
John Whiting from the Arun and Rother Rivers Trust. They will be carrying out a thorough survey of the 
River Ems with a view to improving the habitat for wildlife and enabling greater access along the whole 
stretch of the river for fish and other water creatures, including Water Voles we hope!   
Meanwhile, ecologist Andy Rothwell has been booked in to carry out a full Water Vole survey of the 
river on Brook Meadow in the autumn which we hope will determine just what the situation is regarding 
the voles.  Have we lost them for good?   
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Insects galore 
This is a good time of the year to go looking for insects.  On Brook Meadow the large white flower 
heads of Hogweed are currently attracting hundreds of insects in an orgy of nectar feasting.  I just enjoy 
watching them.   Red Soldier Beetles (Rhagonycha fulva) are the dominant species, usually feeding, 
often mating, or just generally lounging around.  On Saturday afternoon (July 25) I also noticed a good 
number of Common Wasps feeding on the Hogweed.  These will be males (called drones) which 
appear in late summer to feed on flowers.  They can be distinguished from the female workers by their 
longer antennae.  
Hogweed is also popular with a variety of other insects, most of which I struggled to identify.  Those I 
did recognise included hoverflies, such as, Episyrphus balteatus (the Marmalade Fly) and Scaeva 
pyrastri.   I am grateful to Tony Davis (our unofficial entomological consultant) for checking the insects 
on the blog for mistakes and there are many!   One hoverfly I was sure was  Syrphus ribesii turned out 
to be Myathropa florea.  Much easier to identify are the Cinnabar caterpillars that are progressively 
munching their way through the Hoary Ragwort plants on the north meadow and in far greater numbers 
than I recall in previous years.  The Ragwort is not yet in flower.   
 
Butterflies  
Plenty of butterflies are also on the wing, hoping the warm weather continues.  Gatekeepers are literally 
everywhere.  Francis Kinsella recently recorded Comma, Peacock, Red Admiral, Large White, Green 
Veined White, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Speckled Wood, Holly Blue and Common Blue on Brook 
Meadow.  Malcolm Phillips has also had all three Skippers, Large, Small and Essex.  My present year 
list for Brook Meadow currently stands at 21 species out of 26.  Someone told me about a possible 
Silver-washed Fritillary, but I have no confirmation of that as yet.   
Summer brood Holly Blues are appearing in gardens, attracted by Ivy.  It is possible to distinguish the 
female by the broad black margin on its wings.   
I went to Hollybank Woods in the week hoping for White Admirals, but I did not see any despite looking 
at all the regular 'hot spots'.  Are they scarce this year?   They have been seen in Havant Thicket, but 
not as far as I am aware in Hollybank.   
 
Butterflies for sale 
Ralph Hollins noted a recent surge of sightings of Monarch butterflies in the Brighton area which 
caused great excitement among butterfly enthusiasts.  That was, until someone made them aware of a 
website which sells them for release at weddings, funerals or other occasions.  See . . . 
http://www.butterflyconnections.co.uk/wedding_releases.html  On this site 30 live Monarchs will cost 
you a cool £260 (plus packing and postage).  Other butterflies for sale include Swallowtails, Painted 
Ladies and Red Admirals.  The site does add that they only supply captive-bred butterflies and no 
butterflies are taken from the wild.  But how does one tell the difference?   I recall this question coming 
up recently concerning the origins of a Monarch seen in Cosham.  Clearly, one must be cautious.   
I have to admit, that I recently bought a butterfly kit for my two locally-based grandchildren.  The 
butterflies (Painted Ladies, in this case) arrived as caterpillars in a container in which they lived before 
transforming  themselves into chrysalis form.  You then transferred them into a supplied cage and 
waited 7-14 days for the adult butterflies to emerge.  They are released after a few days, once their 
wings have developed fully.  Unlike the live butterflies for sale on the Monarch web site, these are 
educational kits and the children (and I) were fascinated to watch the transformation occur.   
 
Redshank return 
Peter Milinets-Raby has recorded the first of the returning Redshank at Langstone where he counted 
80.   These birds breed in the North of England, Scotland and Scandinavia.  Two of Peter's Redshanks 
had colour rings and my neighbour, Rob Foord, happened to spot another colour-ringed Redshank on 
the foreshore at Emsworth.  Rob's bird was also seen in Emsworth last winter, so is probably a regular 
wintering bird here.  All these Redshanks were caught and ringed by Pete Potts and his team at 
Thorney Island  on Saturday 13 Sept 2014.  Note: All colour-ringed Redshank sightings should be sent 
to Josh Nightingale who is the recorder at . . . frg.sightings@gmail.com 
 
Hampshire Farm 
Chris Oakley has his Hampshire Farm web site up and running again with a regular blog.  So for all the 
news from the farm go to . . .  http://hampshire-farm-meadows.simplesite.com/  Incidentally, the 'official' 
name of the site from the voting is Hampshire Farm Meadows.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 27-28,  June 29 to July 12,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session – Sunday 4th July 
Twelve volunteers gathered in warm, humid conditions under (initially) overcast skies. One team would 
be tasked first with clearing the branches of a Willow that had fallen across a path in the North Meadow 
near the signcase. The other major task was to mow and rake the paths throughout the Meadow which 
had become overgrown. 
Maurice had mowed a section of the Seagull Lane patch in advance and this was raked and cleared 
while Nigel started mowing the paths. Frank set off to litter pick as usual. 
The Willow branches were cut and cleared before tea and that team then joined the mowers and 
rakers; and Jennifer took over mowing duties. 
Pam’s tea and coffee was more than usually welcome in the warm and humid conditions and after the 
break the whole group devoted themselves to raking up the cut material on the paths. A number of 
branches overhanging the paths were also removed with the pole saw. 
In summary, a most productive morning’s work in a humid environment.    
Report by Mike Probert 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 16th July from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Water Vole demise 
Sadly, it appears that we may well have lost our Brook Meadow Water Vole population.  We have only 
had 11 sightings so far in 2015 which is the lowest on record.  The last sightings were at the end of 
April near the sluice gate, but nothing at all since then.  We have always known our population was 
vulnerable, being small and with little opportunity for new input or dispersal, but now things look 
decidedly black following a 3-hour Water Vole survey of the river by Jennifer Rye and David Search on 
July 10th.  They covered most of the river thoroughly, starting at the south bridge and finishing just 
beyond the north bridge and found no evidence at all of used burrows, feeding stations or latrines.  In 
fact, not one dropping was found and that includes rat faeces!  Several places were found which should 
be perfect for voles to get into and out of  the water where droppings and perhaps some evidence of 
feeding in these areas might have been found.  But nothing!   
They did see a 2 foot long Pike on the final stretch before the north bridge, which we have suspected is 
a predator of Water Voles.  At first, it looked dead with its head down and the tail on the surface, but 
when David tried to pick it up, it slithered out of his grasp and swam away. David thought it may have 
been suffering from the hot weather and river conditions.   
As previously reported, ecologist Andy Rothwell has been commissioned to carry out a full professional 
Water Vole survey later this year, so fingers crossed that he may have some better news for us.  Andy 
has carried out two previous surveys for the conservation group in 2007 and 2013 both of which are on 
the Brook Meadow web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
 
Brook Meadow insects 
Malcolm Phillips is back on Brook Meadow with his trusty camera after his extended holiday in Cuba 
and has already captured some excellent wildlife images, all of which can be seen on the Emsworth 
wildlife blog - address below.   
On 9 July Malcolm got a very unusual fly with a narrow waist and a large bulb at the end of its 
abdomen.  We thought at first it might be a Potter Wasp, but Tony Davis (our consultant entomologist) 
pointed out that it could not be a wasp as it only has two wings, so it had to be a fly.  Tony thought it 
was a fly called  Physocephala nigra, though he would need to see more of the face to be certain.    
On 10 July Malcolm got our first ever shot of a pair of Beautiful Demoiselles mating.  These damselflies, 
which certainly live up to their name, have become fairly common on Brook Meadow over the last 
couple of years.  The male Beautiful Demoiselle has all blue wings, whereas the male Banded 
Demoiselle has a dark blue band across its wings.  The females of both species are very similar.   
Malcolm also got a photo of our first Strangalia maculata longhorn beetle of the year.  We get these 
highly visible yellow and black beetles every year at about this time; they love feeding on the large 
white flower heads of Hogweed.  So, look out for them.   
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Other meadow news 
A less pleasant sight recorded by Malcolm on Brook Meadow was a dead Shrew.  Shrews are regularly 
recorded on the meadow, but are invariably dead when we find them.   
Much better was Malcolm's snap of our resident Cetti's Warbler collecting food, hopefully for nestlings.  
This is good evidence for these rare birds breeding - a first for Brook Meadow.    
 
Wild flowers 
If you go onto Brook Meadow looking for orchids, you will be disappointed as the flowers have all gone  
to seed.  But it has been a very good year for them on the meadow with record numbers of both 
Southern Marsh Orchids and Bee Orchids.  However, it is still possible to enjoy the deep crimson flower 
heads of the Great Burnet plants which are now standing out clearly above other plants on the orchid 
area of the north meadow.  I recently counted 58 Great Burnet plants which is a big increase on last 
year's count of 28.  I gather they were used in ancient herbal medicine to staunch wounds and to 
control internal bleeding and this no doubt accounts for their botanical name Sanguisorba which means 
'blood-absorbing'.   
Other plants in flower on Brook Meadow at present include Great Willowherb and Meadowsweet whose 
white fluffy flowers send out a sweet aroma to match their name.   
 
Large Trout 
If you stand on the small footbridge at the top of Peter Pond and look north, you are likely to see 
several quite large fish swimming around in the pool.  They are not the regular Grey Mullett  which often 
find their way up there from the harbour.  I thought they might be Sea Trout, but Steve Hooper (a fish 
expert) has examined Malcolm's excellent photos and says the fish are natural colour variations of 
Brown Trout.  He is sure that they are not Sea Trout for the following reasons.  (1) Sea Trout invariably 
show a distinctive vertical black bar at the end of the tail fin, (2) they have a far more silvery look overall 
when freshly arrived from the sea (much like a small Salmon), and (3) they are very rarely seen in open 
water in daylight.  However, Steve stressed that  Brown Trout are an extremely variable and adaptable 
species and often develop genetic variations of 'camouflage' characteristics peculiar to the water in 
which they breed.  
 
Hampshire Farm  
Chris Oakley reports on a successful first meeting of volunteers on Hampshire Farm on July 1st.  
Michelle Good from HBC and Rachel Moroney from TVC were present along with 6 volunteers who 
were set to work to remove the plastic plant protection tubes on the tree saplings and do a litter pick.  
Chris said they ended up with 15 bags of tubes, but only one bag of litter.   Charlie Carter brought along 
a model of his abstract art work which is to be sited on the open space.  Chris says it purports to show 
the river from its source in the Downs, beneath Bourne bridge and on through the old mills in 
Emsworth. The next meeting of the Hampshire Farm group is on the July 18th and will cover the 'Big 
Butterfly Count'.   
 
Garden news 
In a little over an hour on 11th July, David Minns saw seven species of butterflies in his garden in North 
Street: Red Admiral, Peacock, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell, Gatekeeper, Holly Blue, Small White.  As 
David says, "For a small courtyard garden near the centre of Emsworth  this constitutes a wildlife 
spectacular".   
A Little Egret perched on the end wall of our garden in Bridge Road for a few minutes on July 6th, 
which was a surprise since they usually come looking for fish in the winter.  It remained looking down 
into the stream that runs along the end of the garden before dropping down to catch some small fry.   
 
Waysides News 
Chris Oakley is reasonably sure that the large plants growing on the wayside at the junction of 
Redlands Lane and Nursery Close are Black Mustard and not Hoary Mustard.  The pods are slender 
with a seedless beak; the pods of Hoary Mustard would have a seed in the beak.  Sadly, the tallest of 
the plants standing at 10'4" has been deliberately snapped off, presumably by someone who does not 
approve of wayside 'weeds'.  That's a shame.     
 
Orchid count 
Nigel Johnson informed me that the annual count of Southern Marsh Orchids on Southmoor Langstone 
was conducted by the HIWWT Beechcroft Monday Team on 29th June. The count was 7,786.  This is 
well down on last year's record count of 10,690, but is much in line with the four years prior to that.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm             
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 25-26,  June 15-28,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session – Thursday 18th June 
A lovely sunny morning for the workday, and seven volunteers turned up for work. We were pleased to 
welcome Rachel Moroney of the Trust for Conservation Volunteers for the first half of the session, 
doing her annual inspection to make sure our working practices are safe. This is very important as CTV 
pay our insurance premium for us, which is a valuable support.  Instructions were given for the planned 
tasks, and the usual safety briefing.  
As there were no trained or experienced machinery operators present, we relied on hand tools to clear 
arisings from the Seagull Lane patch which were cut last work session, and clear some more areas of 
that patch too. The reason for making islands of lower cut is to encourage the slow-worms and lizards 
which have been relocated there from two local buildings sites. As they are reptiles they need warm 
patches to bask in the sun to raise their body temperature. 
Two volunteers trimmed the sides of the paths in Palmers Road copse, cutting back overhanging 
nettles and other intrusive plants, to make walking through there with bare legs a more pleasurable 
experience. The vehicle entrance at Seagull Lane was also cut back.  The usual coffee break was well 
received as ever, and litter picking was carried out.  Thanks to all those who made it a productive 
morning.  Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 5th July from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the Seagull 
Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 
 
Meeting with ecologists 
On June 17th three committee members, Jennifer, Maurice and Colin, met with three ecologists to 
explore the possibility of further reptile translocation to the Meadow.  Last summer we received a 
number of slow worms and lizards from a building site in Fishbourne.  Now, we have been approached 
by another ecology consultant to receive some more from a neighbouring site in Clay Lane.  By further 
sampling this spring and early summer, it has been established that reptile numbers on site are still in 
the low to medium range, so further relocations look possible.  We shall be using some of the funds that 
accompany these reptiles to improve the general habitat for them, holding that in balance with the 
different habitat needs of other species.  It was useful to us to talk at length with these professional 
ecologists, and we look forward to working with them in the future on further improving our knowledge 
and skills, as well as the habitat we can provide.  Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Guides visit Brook Meadow  
On Wednesday evening of June 17th, 23 Emsworth guides and their two leaders made their annual 
visit to the meadow. Their theme this year was "habitat" so the evening started with a talk by Jennifer 
Rye about the various places that creatures could be found. These ranged from overhead, the trees, 
long grass, short grass, underground and in water. After a short pause to listen to bird song, they 
divided into groups to complete three tasks. One group took shears and cleared around the smaller 
Rowan trees, the second group cleaned all the signcases and the remainder collected earth from 
molehills and took it to the north east corner to "top up" the compound already covered in compost to 
disguise the sandbags. This was later planted with wild flower seeds and watered. The evening finished 
with a treasure hunt for a wide range of natural objects.  Report by Pam Phillips  
 
Wildlife Watch visit 
Pam Phillips, David Search and myself (Brian Fellows) spent a very enjoyable and productive morning 
on Brook Meadow in the company of 17 children and their parents, all members of the Havant and 
Portsmouth Branch of the HWT Wildlife Watch Group led by Liz Roffe and June Williams.  The weather 
was fine, warm and sunny, just the ticket for wildlife watching and the children lost no time in getting 
stuck in.  What fun they had and what a great pleasure it was to see them digging and delving into the 
long grasses to reveal their hidden delights.  I just wish we could tempt the local schools to come down 
here to enjoy the wildlife.  It is educational as well!    Report by Brian Fellows  
PS - Wildlife Watch welcomes new members.  Contact June Williams: jmarchantwilliams@tiscali.co.uk 
A full report of the Wildlife Watch visit along with lots of photos can be seen on the Brook Meadow web 
site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015b.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Wildlife Watch sightings 
During the Wildlife Watch visit to Brook Meadow, one of the children caught (and released) a Marbled 
White butterfly which was the first to be seen on Brook Meadow this year.  Meadow Browns and 
Ringlets were also seen.  Another meadow first from the Watch group was a Roesel's Bush-cricket 
which can be identified by the pale stripe around its pronotal flaps.    
The children also found a female Nursery-web spider (Pisaura mirabilis) carrying a cocoon full of eggs 
beneath her body.  When the eggs are about to hatch, she will attach the cocoon to vegetation, spin a 
silken tent over it and stand guard until the young spiderlings disperse.    
Both Common Frog and Common Toad were discovered in the long grasses, the latter identified by its 
warty skin and the fact that it tried to crawl away rather than jump as a Frog would have done.   
 
Other Brook Meadow news 
Pam Phillips saw a Kingfisher on the west side of the meadow on June 27. Ralph Hollins says a pair of 
Kingfishers will have several broods of young each year, chasing the young of each brood out of the 
nest area as soon as they fledge, and it is these juveniles which are the first to reach the coast.   
Dave Lee was walking his dog on Brook Meadow when he was confronted by an angry Weasel.  Dave 
said, "Instead of running away, the Weasel became aggressive and came at me with a wide, gaping 
mouth before moving leisurely into the long grass".   Weasels are rarely seen on Brook Meadow.   
The Bee Orchids on Brook Meadow are still looking good, but the other two orchid species are now well 
past their best.  However, the bright red flower spikes of  Great Burnet are now showing well above the 
grasses on the main orchid area.     
 
Millpond News  
As the town millpond is currently largely drained of water due to ongoing work by the Environment 
Agency, the Mute Swan family have migrated to the southern end of the pond where the water remains 
reasonably deep.  The 5 cygnets look very healthy and are growing well; the white 'Polish' cygnet 
stands out clearly from the other grey ones.   No sign of any other families in Emsworth.   
If you walk up Bath Road take a look at the first Willow tree you come to on the edge of the millpond.  It 
has a number of large growths on its twigs which I do not recall ever having seen before.   I think they 
are an abnormality in the growth of the female catkins, possibly due to a gall insect, but I have not been 
able to identify what it is.  Any ideas welcome.   
 
Hampshire Farm 
Things are moving apace on this large open space next to the new Redlands Grange housing estate in 
the north of Emsworth.  Michelle Good (of HBC) and Rachel Moroney (of TVC) have met up with Chris 
Oakley and are endeavouring to get a conservation group started.  If you want to join in then get in 
touch with Michelle at michelle.good@havant.gov.uk  
I had an enjoyable visit to the site on a warm afternoon last week and can highly recommend it for a 
galaxy of flowers and insects.  But, for some reason we are being asked to vote on a name for the site, 
even though it already has one!  To make sure the name is not changed please go to . . . . 
http://tinyurl.com/Openspacenaming  before 10th July and vote for 'Hampshire Farm' plain and simple.   
 
Giant plants 
Chris Oakley has a giant Trifid-like plant on the roadside verge outside his house in North Emsworth.  
Ralph Hollins suggested Black Mustard, while Martin Rand said it could be Hoary Mustard.  Whatever, 
it all depends on the seed pods, which are just developing, so we have to wait.  Meanwhile, Chris will 
be keeping a close eye on them to make sure they don't start walking.   
 
Pavement nature 
One does not need to go to a nature reserve to see 'nature', for it is all around you.  For example, 
pavements are a particularly good habitat for unusual plants, provided they have not been blitzed by 
the Council sprayers.  I find the walk to Brook Meadow is often just as good as the meadow itself.   
Last week, I came across a couple of interesting grasses outside houses 37 and 37 in St James Road, 
though I needed help in their identification.  I am grateful to Philip Marshall, a conservation volunteer in 
Todmorden in far-flung West Yorkshire (who reads our Emsworth blog) and Martin Rand, who is our 
own local botanical recorder.  The grasses have been confirmed as Water Bent (Polypogon viridis) and 
Sea Fern Grass (Catapodium marinum).  Water Bent is described as 'very rare' in The Hants Flora, so 
please think twice before pulling up any 'weeds' on your pavement.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm       
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 23-24,  June 1-14,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session – Sunday 7 June 
On a beautiful sunny morning 10 volunteers turned out including one new member Dan. The tasks for 
the day were not too arduous and after a short briefing and wildlife news from Brian we set about them.  
The heavily overgrown Seagull Lane native hedgerow was the first item where Mike cut a pathway 
through the shoulder high nettles alongside it with the Power Scythe, so that Bob, Phil and Tony could 
cut back and remove bindweed and other invasive growths. One of the Dog Roses in the hedge was 
looking particularly fine in the sunshine. Joan agreed to show new recruit Dan around the site whilst 
making the essential litter pick and later, they reported that very little could be found, even in Palmers 
Road Copse. A most unusual but welcome situation. 
The other task was the further maintenance of the gravel pathway from Lumley gate thru to the north 
bridge after the recent strimming cut by HBC. The rest of the volunteers (Pam, David & Nick) cut back 
some remaining overhanging nettles along the whole length of the path, raked up and bagged all of the 
arisings and removed them to our various dumping sites. 
Halfway through the morning we were very pleased to have hot drinks and biscuits proved by Pam, so 
thanks again to her and all of the volunteers for working so willingly on a hot morning.   
Report by Wally Osborne 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 18th June from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Ted Aylett 
Pam Phillips has informed us that sadly Ted Aylett has died.  Ted moved away from Emsworth to 
Yorkshire following the death of his wife Penny in September last year.   Ted and Penny were both 
founder members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group in the year 2000 and the inaugural 
meeting of the group was held in their house in The Rookery on 24th August 2000.  Most of the 
committee meetings for the next 3 years took place at their house.  Ted also acted as the group's 
publicity officer for a time.  Despite his increasing ill health and loss of sight Ted continued to take an 
active interest in Brook Meadow, attending work sessions in the early days.   
The funeral will at The Oaks (Havant Crematorium) in Barton's Road on 16th June at 11.30.   
A commemoration page with photos is on the web site.  Contributions to Brian please.   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-ted-aylett.html 
 
Bat recording 
The money received recently by BMCG from friends of Lesley and Keith Harris, to celebrate their 
Golden Wedding, has been spent on a new, much improved model of a bat box, which enables us to 
record much more accurately the different species of bats found in the Lumley stream area. This is a 
great asset for our group, and we are very grateful for the generosity of the donors. 
Many thanks indeed.  Jennifer Rye (Chairperson) 
 
Water Vole survey 
Concerned over the poor state of the Water Vole population on Brook Meadow, the Conservation 
Group have decided to commission another Water Vole survey by Andy Rothwell at his earliest 
convenience.   Andy has previously carried out two surveys of Water Voles on Brook Meadow in 2007 
and in 2013.  We hope this survey will establish just what is happening to the voles on the river this 
year.  Andy's previous reports can be seen on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/index.html 
 
Watch group visit 
Havant Watch Group will be visiting Brook Meadow on Saturday June 27 10 till 12 for a 'meadow 
experience'. David Search and Pam Phillips are co-ordinating plans for the visit.   
 
Guided nature walk 
Brian Fellows will be doing a guided nature walk through Brook Meadow on Sunday 21st June from 
10am to 12 noon.  If you wish to join him please meet in Palmer's Road Car Park.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Orchid news 
It is a good year for orchids on Brook Meadow with a record 20 Southern Marsh Orchids, 9 Common 
Spotted Orchids and 8 Bee Orchids found so far.  Most of them are in the main orchid area on the north 
meadow which the conservation group have temporarily fenced off with branches and twigs to prevent 
casual tramping.  A few are also on the Lumley area north of the Lumley gate.  All have been grid 
referenced and marked with small twigs, but take care if you go looking.  Nigel Johnson has promised 
us a few Pyramidal Orchids from his garden so we might have another one to count in the future!   
Orchids can also be seen at other local sites in much larger numbers.  There are thousands of 
Southern Marsh Orchids on the South Moor at Langstone and hundreds of them on Fishbourne 
Meadows.  A trip to Fort Purbrook will reward you with hundreds of Common Spotted Orchids and 
Pyramidal Orchids along with lots of other very beautiful flowers.  We are spoilt for choice.   
Sadly, the 50 or so Bee Orchids that came up on the roadside verge near the Warblington roundabout 
have now all been cleared away by the Council cutters.  They need to be warned in good time in future.   
 
Other plant news 
Sadly, the rare Narrow-leaved Water-plantain has all but disappeared from the Westbrook Stream in 
Bridge Road.  First discovered by Nigel Johnson in 2006, these plants have declined dramatically in 
recent years, mainly due to the flooding and the clearance work by the Environment Agency.  Currently, 
there are no plants at all in the stream adjacent to the car park and just a few are hanging on further 
north behind the houses.  Narrow-leaved Water-plantain is similar to the more common Water-plantain 
(Alisma plantago-aquatica), but the leaves are narrower, tapering into the base.   
Better news is that the rare Great Burnet plants are up and glowing bright red again in the centre of the 
orchid area on Brook Meadow for the third year running.  I wonder how they got there?    
Also, Hedge Bindweed  flowers are out on the Lumley area; not much loved by gardeners, but one can't 
deny their trumpet-like flowers are quite splendid.  Large Bindweed is even better! 
Meanwhile, Chris Oakley reports the presence of Grass Vetchling on the Hampshire Farm open space.  
This is interesting as I recall finding these delicate flowers on the site now occupied by the housing 
estate during a survey prior to the development.  Good to hear they have survived - and moved across!   
 
Grasses etc 
The grassland area in the far north west corner of the Emsworth Recreation Ground is one of the 
official Emsworth waysides, which the council does not routinely cut.  As a result, it supports a good  
selection of plants, including Lesser Stitchwort, Common Sorrel, Bird's-foot Trefoil and Field Wood-rush 
along with several grasses, such as Sweet Vernal Grass, Yorkshire Fog, Crested Dog's-tail and 
Meadow Barley.   One grass which I have always called Creeping Bent-grass might not be so.  I had a 
good look at the spikelets from this grass through the microscope and found they had long bent awns 
coming from the lemmas, which suggests it is Velvet Bent-grass.   Hairy Buttercups are in flower along 
the track leading to the gate in the far north west corner of the ground leading to Horndean Road, 
though I did not dig them up to confirm.   
Once again the council cutting team have mown the Wild Clary plants growing on the grass verge in 
Christopher Way.  I presume they will come up again, as they have each time in the past.  A tough 
plant.  The three plants on the main uncut wayside are still there and growing. 
 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan family on the town millpond is progressing remarkably well with their 5 remaining 
cygnets all looking healthy and clearly growing fast.   When passing on Saturday morning (June 13) the 
two parents were sharing the domestic duties with the pen looking after two cygnets (including the 
white 'Polish' one) near the bridge and the cob minding the other three cygnets.   
However, there is not such good news from Slipper Millpond where both the Great Black-backed Gull 
chicks died after falling off the nesting raft into the water.  Apparently, the adult gulls attempted to 
rescue the chicks, but to no avail as their downy feathers were waterlogged.  I am very grateful to 
Sharon who lives in Slipper Road opposite to the nesting raft for this information.   
 
Stansted Ravens 
Chris Oakley says the Ravens in Stansted Arboretum have at least two young. 
 
See . . . Emsworth wildlife blog - for more about the items mentioned this report.   
The blog is updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 21-22,   May 18-31,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Work session - Thursday 21st May 
A good turnout of fourteen volunteers gathered on a lovely sunny early Summer morning to learn about 
their tasks on the Meadow which was showing luxuriant growth of vegetation throughout.  After Brian’s 
usual group photo, they split into four teams: to mow overgrown occasional paths; to collect brash and 
make a boundary around the orchid area; to clear around young hedge plants along Seagull Lane; and 
to litter pick. 
Nigel led the mowing team to cut and clear a path in the North Meadow and then all the paths in the 
South Meadow; Pam supervised the construction of the brash boundary to the wildflower/orchid area 
which required collection of old and fresh-cut material from all corners of the Meadow; a group of 
‘shearers’ headed for the Seagull Lane patch; and Frank and Tony commenced a litter pick.   
During the welcome tea break provided by Pam, Brian mentioned that there were now seven Southern 
Marsh Orchids in the wild flower area which was also showing abundant growth of Yellow Rattle. 
The tasks continued after the break with the ‘boundary team’ supplemented by some shearers who had 
finished their work. A useful morning’s work in ideal conditions. 
Report by Mike Probert 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 7th June from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the Seagull 
Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Havant Watch Group 
The Havant Watch Group, which has recently re-formed, will be visiting Brook Meadow  on Saturday 
June 27 in the morning, 10 till 12 for a 'meadow experience'. David Search and Pam Phillips are co-
ordinating plans for the visit.  The Watch group is the junior part of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust and 
have visited the meadow on a number of occasions in the past, most notably when they helped to plant 
the Hawthorn hedge on the west side of the meadow.  This hedge was subsequently trimmed and laid 
by members of the conservation group.   
 
River survey 
On 20th May four members of the Environment Agency, led by Phil Rudd, carried out a survey of fish 
along a 100 yards stretch of the River Ems.   Jennifer Rye and Brian Fellows were present throughout 
the operation.  Their method was to move along the river with an electrical device which temporarily 
stunned the fish.  The fish were then scooped up into a large bin for identification and measurement.  
The fish were all revived with oxygenated water and were all put back into the river.  Amazingly, over 
100 fish were caught, including lots of Brown Trout, Eels and Bullheads, but no Pike.    
Although the survey caught no Pike, these fish are certainly present in the river.  They have been 
photographed several times, the most recent being an underwater video clip sent to me by Malcolm 
Smith.  What a fearsome beast it is!   See blog for May 24th.   
In general Phil thought the river was in excellent condition, though some of the overhanging branches 
needed clearing to allow more light through to encourage plants in the river.  Their recommendations 
will be included in the report to go to David Search.  Report by Brian Fellows 
 
Water Vole situation 
The situation regarding the scarcity of Water Voles in the river this year was discussed with the 
Environment Agency chaps.  Regarding the Pike, they agreed they were predators, though thought it 
unlikely they would be taking full grown voles.  This was particularly the case since the survey indicated 
the river was well stocked with Brown Trout and Eels which would provide a good food supply for the 
Pike.    They also thought last winter's flooding would have had only a temporary effect on the Water 
Vole population.  From their experience of other flooded rivers, the voles quickly returned once the 
floods had gone.  So, it seems we have to look elsewhere for the cause of the Water Vole problem.  
Although we have never seen a Mink on Brook Meadow, it was thought to be useful to set Mink traps to 
see if they were present.  Report by Brian Fellows 
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
The first Southern Marsh Orchids of the year have been opening up in the usual area on the north 
meadow over the past two weeks.  To date we have located 17 flowering spikes which is a new record 
for Brook Meadow, the previous best was just 10.  They are all marked with twigs, but take great care if 
you walk over this area as they are difficult to spot.   
Common Spotted Orchids are also coming up.  A group of five of them was found by Jennifer Rye on 
May 28th just outside the fenced area in roughly the same area they came up in last year; we should be 
getting others.   We are also expecting Bee Orchids fairly soon, though they are a devil to find among 
the long grasses.    
Ragged Robin is coming along slowly on the Lumley area.  Earlier this week I counted a total of 34 
plants in flower but this relatively small number suggests this is not going to be a bumper year.  Last 
year's count was 104, but the record stands at 625 in 2010.   
Also now showing in the Lumley area is the very rare sedge called Slender Spike-rush (Eleocharis 
uniglumis) originally discovered here by John Norton on 4th June 2012. This is probably the rarest plant 
on Brook Meadow!  It differs from Common Spike-rush in having slenderer stems. I have marked the 
area with a small twig, but is not easy to find unless you know what you are looking for. 
 
Moths 
Moth identification is not my strong point.  However, we are lucky in having an entomological enthusiast 
in Tony Davis who identified the small white moths that have been seen fluttering around the orchid 
area.  They are Grass Rivulets (Perizoma albulata), the larvae of which feed on the ripening seeds of 
Yellow Rattle which is very appropriate as this plant is abundant on the orchid area.  
Another very small but more colourful moth I was able to identify for myself as I have seen it many 
times in previous years both on the meadow and in gardens.  It is a micro moth called Pyrausta aurata   
It has two generations in May and June and again through July and August. It flies both during the day 
and at night.  The larvae feed on mints hence its common name of Mint Moth, though there are not 
many mints on Brook Meadow.   
 
Magical evening  
On May 27th, Francis Kinsella had a 'magical evening' on Brook Meadow watching a very large group 
(more than a dozen) young Long-tailed Tits flitting around the trees by the north bridge.  He said they 
were quite unafraid, coming very close and flitting from tree to tree.  Francis captured a lovely photo of 
one of them for the blog.  He also got a female Banded Demoiselle in flight.  Both Banded Demoiselles 
and Beautiful Demoiselles have been seen on the meadow this year.   
 
Millpond news 
Sadly, the Mute Swan family on the town millpond lost two of its cygnets over the past week, both to 
attacks by Herring Gulls.  The second cygnet was rescued by a local resident and brought inside her 
house in a box, but it did not survive the night.  The remaining six cygnets are all looking good and are 
feeding well, but further attacks cannot be ruled out.  
Meanwhile, the Great Black-backed Gulls nesting on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond hatched two 
chicks about May 23rd, a little later than predicted.  The spotty chicks are being well fed by their 
attentive parents and are already moving around on the raft.    As far as I am aware this is the only 
breeding pair of Great Black-backed Gulls in Sussex, so they are rare birds and we are privileged to 
have them in our town.   
The lone cob Mute Swan on Peter Pond that lost its mate earlier in the season occasionally has the 
company of a female, but she comes and goes.  So don’t buy the hat just yet.   
The vegetation around the ponds is growing and flowering well.  Tree Mallows are looking particularly 
fine on Slipper Millpond where their bright pink flowers are prominent.  Far less conspicuous is the Sea 
Club-rush which is flowering around both the Hermitage Millponds.     
 
Starlings galore 
What an incredible number of Starlings there have been in the local area this year and what a racket 
they make.  It must have been a bumper breeding season for them.  This is good news for a species 
that has declined dramatically over the past 25 years.  I have had around 40 of them feeding in my 
garden, most of which seem to be youngsters begging for food and generally squabbling among 
themselves.  But what fun they are.   
 
See . . . Emsworth wildlife blog - for more about the items mentioned this report.  The blog which is 
updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 19-20,   May 4 - 17,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
River survey 
The Environment Agency are planning to do a river survey of our stretch of the River Ems and further 
north too, next Wednesday (May 20th). I will meet them mid morning at the Seagull Lane gate and find 
out more details.  We also have a promise of further investigation into low Water Vole numbers and 
possible Pike control from the Arun and Rotherham Rivers Trust, who are exploring the possibility, in 
conjunction with the EA, of improving habitat in the same stretch of the Ems. So maybe these two 
things are connected? I'll keep you informed.  Report by Jennifer Rye.   
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 21st May from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
See web site for reports and photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Sadly, there is nothing to report about our Water Voles.  I have not received a single sighting over the 
past two weeks, which is usually a peak period for Water Vole activity and sightings.  That's bad!  
We are doing much better on the bird front and it is a real joy to walk through the meadow to hear the 
chorus of birdsong, and not just at dawn, either.  They sing all day!   In particular Robin, Dunnock, 
Blackbird, Song Thrush, Wren, Chaffinch and Greenfinch are all going strong along with our three 
summer visitors, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff and Blackcap, adding their voices to the avian outpouring.   
We also have a resident Cetti's Warbler which has been blasting out its loud and very unmelodic song 
(to our ears, at least) on Peter Pond and elsewhere.  Malcolm Phillips actually got some good photos of 
the bird, which is quite an achievement.  Reed Warbler also sings from the reedbeds.   
 
Butterflies  
Generally, it has not been a good spring for butterflies due to cold weather.  However, I have recorded 
11 species on Brook Meadow so far this year; Brimstone, Small White, Green-veined White, Orange 
Tip, Small Copper, Holly Blue, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Red Admiral, Peacock and Speckled 
Wood.   Still to come are Common Blue, Large White, the Skippers and the Browns, possibly followed 
by Painted Lady, Clouded Yellow, Brown Argus and Marbled White.  The total butterfly list for Brook 
Meadow currently stands at 28 species.  See full list at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-list-butterflies.html 
 
Wild flowers 
At this time of the year, I love the experience of walking through the avenue of Cow Parsley on the 
raised paths through Brook Meadow with masses of delicate white flowers brushing against you as you 
walk.  Cow Parsley is sometimes referred to as 'Queen Anne's Lace', though it has other, less pleasant 
names, such as, 'devil's meat'.  In fact, Cow Parsley is completely innocuous, though other similar 
looking plants, such as, Fool's Parsley and Hemlock are very poisonous.   
Spring is the time I look for Ragged Robin with its distinctly ragged red flowers on the Lumley area.  I 
have to keep my fingers crossed for this plant, as some years it does really well and other years very 
poorly.  My best count ever was 625 in 2010, but in 2013 I had a job finding any at all.  Last year's 
count was 104, so let's hope we can beat that this year; I have found 11 plants so far!  For all the count 
details see . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-plant-counts.html 
 
Weed spraying - a rant 
One thing that really upsets me when I walk around the town is seeing patches of burnt grasses along 
the edges of pavements and around trees and lampposts.  This is the result of weed spraying by the 
Council.  Not only is this practice unecological but it also defaces the town, leaving ugly scars which 
take time to heal.  And it is not just HBC that does it, but also West Sussex.  My wife and I had a walk 
to Westbourne this morning where we found the edges of the millstream there brown and lifeless.  This 
is, of course, where Water Voles have been seen.   We walked back via Lumley Mill where I had hoped 
to see the Greater Celandines on the path towards Seagull Lane, but I was dismayed to find them 
shrivelled and dying.  This is the only place in the local area that these beautiful plants flourish in the 
wild and they have been snuffed out.   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Orchid news 
The next major event in the botanical diary will be the emergence of the orchids.  Early Purple Orchids 
are already out in local woodlands; Ralph Hollins counted 397 in Hollybank Woods recently and several 
hundred Green-winged Orchids have been reported on the SW Hayling beach.  Southern Marsh 
Orchids are next in line on the South Moor at Langstone, where there are usually thousands, and at 
Fishbourne Meadows where there are hundreds.  Here on Brook Meadow we usually get a very modest 
10 flower spikes, but we only started with two.  Hopefully, we shall also get some Common Spotted 
Orchids and Bee Orchids on Brook Meadow, if we can find them among the long grass that is.   
 
Grasses 
Personally, I love grasses for their graceful elegance and currently they are looking great on Brook 
Meadow and on the roadside verges.  Meadow Foxtail and Tall Fescue are particularly dominant right 
now, but many others are coming along, including, Soft Brome, Barren Brome, Cocksfoot, False Oat-
grass and Rough Meadow-grass.   The sedges are also showing very well on the Lumley area of Brook 
Meadow, where Divided Sedge is abundant along with tufts of Distant Sedge and False Fox Sedge.  
Ominously, it seems that Greater Pond Sedge, that used to be confined to the edges of the Lumley 
Stream, is now spreading onto the main Lumley area.  If you like wildlife displays like me, then don't 
hesitate from picking a few grasses and sedges.  They look great in the vases on my window desk.   
 
Millpond News  
The Mute Swan pair nesting near the bridge on the town millpond hatched all 8 eggs on May 7th, a few 
days earlier than predicted.  Since then, the cygnets have been carefully tended to by their parents and 
at the time of writing (May 17th) are all looking well and healthy.  Their parents have been puddling up 
the mud at the bottom of the pond to release insects and other protein rich foodstuffs for them and they 
appear to be feeding well.  The swans have certainly created a lot of interest locally and they always 
have a rapt audience.   Their success has ben a community effort and thanks must go to Jackie-
Michelle Daines for providing the reeds for nesting and also to those people who have posted notices 
around the pond asking people not to feed bread to the swans - very sensible advice.    
Meanwhile, all is quiet over on the Hermitage Millponds where the cob has been patrolling Peter Pond 
all on his lonesome since he lost he mate.  However, a second swan, probably a female, has been 
seen on the pond and not driven off by the cob.  So, romance just maybe in the air!  
The Great Black-backed Gulls are still on the nest on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond and my 
estimated date for hatching is next Wednesday - May 20th.  The Coots are back on the nests on the 
other rafts for another try, having lost their first broods of chicks, most likely to the gulls.   
 
Garden news 
I was very surprised to get a call from my wife in the kitchen to say we had a Rook on the bird table.  It 
stayed for a few minutes gorging itself on a mixture of seeds and chopped peanuts while I took some 
photos through the window.  Rook stands 25th in the BTO Garden BirdWatch list, but it was a first for 
us!  Examining my photos afterwards I could see the bird had a bulging crop of food to take back to the 
nest for hungry youngsters.   
Interesting. my neighbour has had a family of Grey Squirrels nesting in his roof space.  Mum and three 
youngsters emerged on May 7th and raced around the roof for a couple of days before disappearing for 
good.  I managed to get some good photos for the blog.   This roof space has a history of nesting with 
Starlings, House Sparrows, Swifts and Bumblebees all having nested there over the years.    
 
Peregrine chicks 
The Peregrines nesting on Chichester Cathedral have hatched three chicks.   This year will be the 15th 
year that Peregrines have returned to nest at the Cathedral.  In this time 48 chicks have been raised all 
of which have been colour-ringed by Graham Roberts.   See the nest live at 
http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/cathedral-peregrines.shtml 
 
Hot Sardines - to enjoy! 
Finally, for those of you, young and old, who like the film 'Jungle Book' I pass on a link to a YouTube 
video from Ralph Hollins of a cracking version of "I wanna be like you oo oo" sung in French by a lively 
jazz group from New York called 'Hot Sardines'.  Ralph says it will 'take 50 years off your actual age 
and revive your youth in a way that the NHS cannot'.   Wow!  I will give that a try.   
Go to . . . https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXd9drHdkw4 
 
See . . . Emsworth wildlife blog - for more about the items mentioned this report.  The blog which is 
updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/cathedral-peregrines.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXd9drHdkw4
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 3rd May 2015 
The overnight rain cleared by soon after 10 a.m. so Pam and Jennifer's optimism in getting the tools out 
of the HQ was justified; 9 volunteers showed up ready to work. After the usual briefing and photograph, 
we set out to spread the remainder of the first large heap of chippings which Andrew Skeet of Havant 
Borough Council had left for us in Palmers Road copse. They were used to stabilise the surface of the 
path nearest to the River Ems and make it easier for sandalled feet to use during the coming summer.  
After the coffee break, some volunteers concentrated on clearing the steps from the south and central 
meadows to the causeway path, again to make them more accessible for those walkers who like to rely 
on the handrails for stability.   
Others tackled the back breaking task of widening the section of the main river path near the north 
bridge, by clearing off the overgrown edges to reveal the gravel surface.  Frank did his usual litter pick, 
and demonstrated the advantages of his own litter picker with its extendable shaft, and we resolved to 
get more like it. They will be useful for clearing the river banks without having to go into the water 
during the water vole breeding season, to give our small and therefore vulnerable population as little 
disturbance as possible.  Report by Jennifer Rye.   
 
See web site for photos of this and other work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 21st May from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Generous donations 
We have been very lucky to receive two handsome cheques recently from friends of Lesley and Keith 
Harris, who have celebrated their Golden Wedding. Congratulations to them, and grateful thanks to the 
donors, who chose to mark the occasion in this way as the Harrises did not want personal gifts. We 
have permission to spend these in any way we choose to further the work of the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group; when the committee has decided how to use them we will update you all. 
Meanwhile, our sincere thanks for a wonderful and generous idea.  Jennifer Rye. Chairman of BMCG 
 
Pike in the Ems 
Here is an update on the situation from Jennifer Rye regarding the Pike in the River Ems on Brook 
Meadow which are a potential danger to the Water Vole population.   
"With regret, the committee of the Brook Meadow Conservation group has decided, after careful 
consideration and consultation with relevant authorities, that we cannot authorise any fishermen to 
remove the large Pike which may be predating on young Water Voles. The reasons are twofold: firstly, 
it is the close season for all river fishing between mid March and mid June, and no exceptions can be 
made, even for nature reserves such as ours. Secondly, Pike, or other fish, over 65cms long, if they are 
caught, must be released back into the water.  So, we've no alternative but to accept the legal situation, 
however much we may regret the circumstances. 
It is to be hoped that as the season progresses, the water level in the river will drop, and become too 
shallow to support such large fish; we hope that this will happen soon enough for Water Vole numbers 
to build up again as the summer progresses.  We will continue to monitor the situation closely, and take 
further advice from a national Water Vole expert if necessary."  Jennifer Rye  
 
Brook Meadow painting 
If you go on the Emsworth Arts Trail this weekend, make sure you pay a visit to Emsworth Museum 
where Marian Forster's original artwork for the Brook Meadow interpretation board hangs on the wall 
just inside the front door.  This brilliant original work by Marion was commissioned by the Brook 
Meadow Conservation Group and and took Marion over a year to complete.  After the prints were taken 
off for use with the interpretation boards, the group decided to donate the original painting to the 
Museum in April 2005 for safe keeping.  I had a look at the painting today and it looks as good as new.  
Being able to view the painting this closely, gives one the opportunity to fully appreciate the detail and 
fine artwork that went into its production.   Brian Fellows  
 
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Despite the presence of at least two large Pike in the river, we have had four Water Vole sightings over 
the past 2 weeks, mostly from the area around the sluice gate, opposite the observation fence.   
All three of our summer visitors from the south have been heard and seen on the meadow, namely 
Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Whitethroat, the latter usually singing prominently from the causeway near the 
seat.   A Cetti's Warbler is currently singing loudly from the area around Gooseberry Cottage, so let's 
hope it finds a mate to breed with.  Bullfinches have also seen, which is very good news.   
The raised paths through the meadow will soon be lined with the aromatic flowers of Cow Parsley, 
something to enjoy each spring time.   Both Meadow and Creeping Buttercups are now out, the former 
usually standing taller.  But the most reliable way to distinguish them is to look closely at their stalks; 
only Creeping Buttercup has furrowed stalks.   
The flower spikes of Butterbur which have been so prominent for the past couple of months in front of 
the main seat are now buried beneath a carpet of leaves.  Finally, look out for the fern Common 
Polypody which grows on the north side of the north bridge.   
 
Other plant news 
Garlic Mustard is now flowering generally. It has clusters of small white flowers and leaves which 
produce a slight garlic smell when crushed, but are of no value in cooking.    
The bright blue propeller-shaped flowers of Greater Periwinkle are now showing well near Lumley Mill, 
where the footpath turns towards the bridge.  It was introduced to cultivation from the Mediterranean by 
1597 and first recorded in the wild by 1650.  So, it has been here for some while!   
On the other side of the Lumley Mill footbridge, look out for Greater Celandine with its very delicate 4-
petalled flowers, which always look as if they are about to fall off.  This is the only place I know of in 
Emsworth where this plant grows.  Despite its name, it has nothing to do with Lesser Celandine.  It was 
introduced to Britain by the Romans who used its orange-coloured sap for burning away warts.     
Incidentally, while you are on the bridge at Lumley Mill look out for the large 'goldfish' in the river, which 
was identified by Mike Wells as a Golden Orfe.  This fish has been present since at least July 2014.  
 
Millpond News 
The pair of swans nesting on the town millpond near the bridge appear to be doing well.   The pen 
(female) does most of the sitting, though the cob takes its turn.  The estimated date of hatching for the 
8 eggs is May 10th.  The cob patrols the pond at the end of Nile Street to make sure there are no 
unwanted intrusions from the other pair of swans that remain on the millpond, but are not nesting.   
Meanwhile, on Slipper Millpond the lone Mute Swan that lost its mate continues to swan around on the 
pond.  Much more purposeful are the Great Black-backed Gulls that are now nesting on the centre raft 
on the millpond for the 4th year running.  These large gulls are very likely to have been responsible for 
the rapid disappearance of 6 Coot chicks.   However, ever optimistic, Coot are back in the nest box 
trying again for another brood, though I fear that will go the same way as the first.   
 
Little Egret nesting 
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the nesting of Little Egrets in the trees at the back of 
Langstone Mill Pond, though he says this is getting more difficult as leaves grow obscuring the nests.  
On May 1 he counted 37 nests and witnessed a Carrion Crow snatching a Little Egret's egg from one of 
the nests and fly off with it.   A second Crow stabbed at the two remaining eggs and appeared to 'drink' 
the contents of one of the eggs.  Peter got a photo of the Crow picking up the third egg and flying off 
with it.  Later he found the egg abandoned on the shore.  See the blog for May 1st Peter's photos.   
 
Other news 
Ralph Hollins found first open flowers on the very rare  Wild Clary on the grass verge at the northern 
end of Christopher Way with lots of Shining Cranesbill in the nearby public path.  
Patrick Giles saw the Water Voles that live on the banks of the canalised millstream at Westbourne.  He 
saw two 'playing' in the rushes about 100 yards south of the little bridge. 
On April 30 Barry Collins cycled down to Pilsey Sands on the southern tip of Thorney Island where he 
found good numbers of passage waders, including 3000+ Dunlin and 100 Sanderling.   
The Peregrines are nesting again on Chichester Cathedral where the RSPB has its usual watching post 
in the garden of the cafe.  Four eggs are due to hatch on May 5th.  To watch the Peregrines nesting live 
go to . . . http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/cathedral-peregrines.shtml 
 
See . . . Emsworth wildlife blog - for more about the items mentioned this report.  The blog which 

is updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/cathedral-peregrines.shtml
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 15-16,   Apr 6-19,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Work session - Thursday 16th April 2015 
Ten volunteers gathered on a lovely sunny Spring morning and tackled several tasks.   
They warmed up by trimming the live Willow stakes by the sluice and then commenced the main task: 
to finish the cut and rake of the Southern marshy area of the Central Meadow. Some of the long and 
low bramble was chopped up with shears before Phil mowed it, together with some more of the rough 
grass, the fringe of the main bramble patch and a small area of dead reed. 
In the meantime Wally, and then Martin, used the tri-blade on the brushcutter to clear bramble and 
other vegetation around the Alder Buckthorn trees by the central causeway; and Ute carried out a solo 
litter pick. 
Following the traditional tea break, the two cut areas were thoroughly raked and the arisings dragged to 
the central dump; and just before we finished Tony removed a few more tubes from the growing whips 
in the Seagull lane hedge. The ‘icing on the cake’ was a report from Malcolm Phillips of a Water Vole 
sighting near the sluice – a rare event in recent months! 
Report by Mike Probert 
 
See web site for photos of this and other work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 3rd May from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store on the Seagull 
Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow news 
We have had just one Water Vole sighting over the past 2 weeks, by Malcolm Phillips who saw one 
near the sluice gate.  The scarcity of Water Voles at this time of the year, when they should be getting 
into their most active breeding mode, is worrying.  I still think they have not recovered from the floods of 
the winter of 2014.  However, at least one Pike is still at large in the river and this is a serious predator 
of young Water Voles.  The conservation group have now asked a local fisherman if he can catch and 
remove the Pike.   
Unfortunately, nothing has been seen of the Treecreepers that we thought were nesting in a Crack 
Willow tree near the south bridge for the past couple of weeks.  It seems as if they have abandoned the 
site and gone elsewhere.     
Malcolm Phillips has been busy snapping a variety of butterflies that have emerged on warm days, 
including Orange Tip and Green-veined White.  Peacock, Brimstone, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell and 
Small White have been out for some while.   
 
Plant news 
There is a magnificent display of Bluebells in Ashling Wood near West Stoke.  Turn left off the back 
road to Chichester just before East Ashling.  Park beside the road before the turn for West Stoke and 
take the public footpath going east.  Listen out for the noisy Rookery.  The Wood Anemones are also 
good.  Further along the path one can see an equally spectacular display of Dandelions in the  large 
field behind the Old Rectory.  See the blog for April 18 for full details.   
My wife and I visited Lyels Wood in Stansted today where there is always a good variety of spring 
ancient woodland flowers on show including Bluebells, Wood Anemones, wild Primroses and Common 
Dog-violets.  Dog-violets, in particular, seem to be particularly abundant everywhere this year. Please 
note access to Lyels Wood requires permission.   
Cuckooflowers are again coming up in their hundreds of the wayside in Bridge Road car park; this is 
certainly the best place in the local area to see this attractive flower.   
What looks like Keel-fruited Cornsalad (Valerianella carinata) is flowering around the wall of my son's 
house in Church Path, Emsworth.  It also flourishes on the edge of pavements around the town.  
Apparently, this is the default Cornsalad species in Hampshire and not Common Cornsalad (V. 
locusta).  Keel-fruited Cornsalad gets its name from its deeply grooved and keeled fruits.   
 
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html


Millpond News 
The pen swan is sitting snug on the reed nest on the town millpond near the bridge for much of the day, 
taking only short breaks when the cob takes over.   During one of these breaks Jackie-Michelle Daines 
noticed there were 8 eggs in the nest!   So I have had to revise my hatching date slightly, which is now 
May 10th, ie 36 days after the last egg is laid.   
Meanwhile, the lone swan cob, which has lost its mate, has been indulging in some nest building 
activity on the small island on Peter Pond.  Technically, I think ethologists call this behaviour 
displacement activity, being of no purpose, but driven by instinct.  Hopefully, he will find another mate 
for next year.  But no chance this year, alas.   
The Great Black-backed Gulls are back nesting on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond.  They are much 
later than usual and I really thought they were not coming back this year.  However, both birds were on 
the raft on Saturday April 18th for the first time with the female sitting on a nest.  This will be the 4th 
year running they have nested here.   
There presence is not good news for the Coots nesting on the other two rafts.  The Coots nesting on 
the north raft already have hatched 5 chicks and were busily feeding them near the edge of the pond 
when I was there.  But I fear for their safety!    
 
Migrant bird news 
The early migrants appear to have arrived pretty much on time.  Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Whitethroat 
are back on Brook Meadow and hopefully will be breeding here as usual.  A Cuckoo can be heard 
calling from trees along the old ERA track at North Thorney.  Tony Wootton got a nice photo of the bird 
on April 17.  Barry Collins says there are another two Cuckoos present on the island.   Swallows are 
also present in this area, while Sedge and Reed Warblers can be heard singing in the reedbeds on the 
way to the Little Deeps.   
I have been checking Marlpit Lane on an almost daily basis, but there has been no sign of any 
Nightingales as yet, though they should be here any time.  The nearest ones I have heard about were 
at Pulborough Brooks where several have been singing.    
 
Other bird news 
Charlie Annalls was at Nore Barn on April 18 and found the colour-ringed Greenshank G+GL still 
feeding in the stream, though its regular companion the Spotted Redshank is now on its way to its 
breeding grounds in Northern Scandinavia.  Charlie also saw several yellow Greenfinches, 'almost like 
Canaries'.  These Greenfinches will be males, the yellow colours of which become much brighter in the 
spring through feather wear.    
Barry Collins reported the 4 immature Spoonbills were still in the area.  He has seen them roosting in  
Thorney Deeps area.  So, please keep a look out for them in Emsworth.     
 
Langstone Mill Pond  
Last week I went over to Langstone Mill Pond, which the regular and very detailed reports from Peter 
Milinets-Raby has put firmly on the ornithological map.   The big attraction at the moment is the large 
colony of Little Egrets that are nesting in the trees behind the pond.  Peter counted 23 Egrets on nests 
on April 18 and this is likely to increase.  It is well worth paying this pond a visit, but while you are there 
don't stand too close to the edge of the pond unless you want your shoes attacked by the aggressive 
cob Mute Swan!    You should also hear and possibly see Reed Warbler, Cetti's Warbler and Reed 
Bunting.  Peter's very comprehensive reports can be seen on the Emsworth blog, at least twice a week.  
He has also written an excellent summary of his observations which can be seen on his web site . . . 
www.peterspurplepages.webspace.virginmedia.com  Click on the Birds of Warblington & Emsworth – A 
personal Report to get a pdf download.  The report covers 2013 and 2014, the 2015 results will be 
added later.   
 
Migrants arrive in force 
The British Trust for Ornithology report that the light winds and warm temperatures during the last week 
provided the perfect conditions for migrant birds held up in southern Europe to continue their journeys 
north. Swallows, Willow Warblers and Ring Ouzels arrived in force.  Cuckoos were heard from at least 
sixteen different counties, the most northerly near Manchester. The BTO satellite-tagged Cuckoos are 
also making their way north with four having completed their Sahara crossing. See . . . http://bto-
enews.org/IG4-3AZAJ-3RN36S-1K3ORR-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - Further details about all the items mentioned this report and be seen in the 
Emsworth wildlife blog which is updated daily with reports and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   

http://www.peterspurplepages.webspace.virginmedia.com/
http://bto-enews.org/IG4-3AZAJ-3RN36S-1K3ORR-0/c.aspx
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 13-14,  Mar 23 - Apr 5,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 29th March 2015 
On a chilly Sunday morning, 10 volunteers including 2 young men who are helping us as part of the 
DoE award, assembled at HQ. 
Maurice Lillie, leader, explained the tasks, the tools to be used and the hazards associated with various 
jobs.  Of nine possible tasks, four were selected for the morning. 
The first was the regular job of picking up litter. ably carried out by Frank, as usual.   
The second was to selectively mow an area of Central Meadow, identified as C4.  Brian agreed to look 
at this area with the volunteers to ensure that habitats and any particular groups or clusters of 
vegetation, importantly to be retained were not cut.  Mike took the first stint with the power scythe 
assisted by Nigel, David, Phil and Pam, who raked and bagged the arisings for dumping in the 
sacrificial area in the south east corner of North meadow. 
Phil also checked to see that his handiwork of locating the new 'Nature Reserve' sign in Palmers road 
copse had not been disturbed.  He was pleased to find the sign intact. 
The third task was to remove tree guards from hedgerow saplings along Seagull Lane path. 
The fourth task was to start burning old arisings of tree pruning in the south meadow.  The purpose of 
this is to reduced the quantity of material that, in the event of flooding  could float away and block the 
outfall points in the south meadow.  Debbie, Nick and Maurice made two small bonfires and started this 
task that will be an on-going activity over several work sessions in the future.  It is important to carry out 
this new task, with great care, to ensure that the size of each fire is contained to eliminate any risk to 
people, habitats or neighbouring property.  The residues of the fires were inspected half an hour after 
the meeting to ensure that there was no material remaining in the immediate vicinity that could ignite. 
At 11.10 we reconvened at the seat on the raised path where Pam provided hot drinks and nibbles for 
the volunteers.  Thank you Pam.  
Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
See web site for photos of this and other work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 16th April led by Mike from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store 
on the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
As a reminder, jobs that have been identified but still to be dealt with are - Trimming the tops of self 
rooted willows in the dead hedge along the river bank near the sluice; continuation of path widening 
where grass edges are encroaching; removing flotsam in river that may  cause blockages; cut back 
heavy overgrowth of bramble on river bank in the north west corner of north meadow.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow news 
Treecreepers are nesting behind the bark of one of the old Crack Willow trees in Palmer's Road Copse;  
they are easily seen from the south bridge.  Malcolm Phillips has been studying them closely and his 
photos are on the Emsworth blog.  This is a great chance to see this elusive little bird really well.   
Chiffchaffs are always the first of the summer migrants, announcing their arrival with their cheery 'chiff-
chaff' song.  Malcolm got photos of one with reddish legs suggesting a Willow Warbler.  However, these 
birds are tricky to distinguish until you hear them sing.  So, please sing to us!    
We have had just one sighting of a Water Vole over the past two weeks which is not a good sign.  They 
should becoming active at this time of the year.   The conservation group are still pursuing the 
Environment Agency to get rid of the huge Pike that we have in the river.  Pike of this size can be a 
serious predator of young voles in particular.   Malcolm has got several photos of the beast and thinks 
there could be more than one!    
Malcolm has also seen and got photos of the first Common Lizards of the year, usually basking in the 
warm sunshine on top of the black felt mats.  These mats are used for a survey of reptiles.   
 
Butterbur count 
I did the annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Brook Meadow on Mar 30. I counted a total of 792 
spikes which slightly down on last year's count of 824, but still very high in comparison with the years 
before 2011.   Most of the flowers are now in the area below the main seat where they are increasing 
year by year.  Full details of the counts can be seen on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-plant-counts.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html
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Grasses, sedges and horsetails 
I always look forward to the first signs of less conspicuous plants on Brook Meadow.  Meadow Foxtail is 
the earliest of the spring grasses to show; this week I found the first of its cylindrical spikelets out on the 
north meadow.  Soon they will be everywhere.   Also dotted around the north meadow are the fertile 
cone-bearing stems of Field Horsetail.  Horsetails are unusual in having two stages of growth; in spring 
they have brown stems with cones, then in summer they produce green stems with vertical ridges 
without cones.   Down by the Lumley Stream the first dark brown flower spikes of Greater Pond Sedge 
are now showing through the reeds.   There is no sign of Divided Sedge or Distant Sedge on the 
Lumley area at the moment, but they should be out any time.        
 
Waysides News  
My best wayside find of the spring was a crop of flowering Coltsfoot on the waste ground to the north of 
Emsworth Railway Station.  They can easily be seen from the new access ramp.  They are mostly 
yellow flowers, but some have an orange hue.  This is the only local site for Coltsfoot that I know of  in 
Emsworth; the nearest being on the west side of Thorney Little Deeps.   
There is the usual fine display of Blackthorn blossom on the path behind Lillywhite's Garage.  
Blackthorn blossom opens later than Cherry Plum with which it is often confused.  Blackthorn flowers 
are smaller than Cherry Plum and come out before the leaves.   
It has been a good spring for Sweet Violets.  They are still showing well on the grass verge of  
Warblington Road, just before the junction with Valetta Park and on several other verges.  Chris Oakley 
also reports seeing them on the Redlands Lane wayside, including white ones.  
It has also been a good year for Lesser Celandines, particularly good near the southern entrance to 
Bridge Road car park as well as in many other places around the town.   
But what has happened to the Cuckooflowers?  On this day last year I counted 450 in flower on the 
wayside in Bridge Road car park, but this year there are hardly any showing at all.   
 
Millpond News  
This year, thanks to the efforts of Jackie-Michelle Daines, the pair of Mute Swans on the town millpond 
have had a supply of fresh reeds to construct their nest.  This is a big improvement on the situation 
over the last two years when they had to make do with a nest made up of bits and pieces of debris and 
litter.  Egg laying is now complete and the pen swan is snug on the nest brooding 7 eggs.  She will be 
brooding for 36 days from the laying of the last egg, except for brief periods off the nest for feeding 
when the cob takes over.  My predicted date for hatching is May 8th.   As always, the nest attracts a 
constant audience of locals and passers-by on the bridge.   
I think this may be the only swan's nest in Emsworth this year as the pen of the Slipper Millpond pair 
(the one with pink legs and feet) has gone missing.  The cob stayed around for a while, but has now 
given up and left the pond.  My guess is that the missing pen was the bird that the RSPCA had to put 
down following the attack on the town millpond on Mar 21.    
There is no sign of any nesting activity by the Great Black-backed Gulls on the centre raft on Slipper 
Millpond this year.  So it looks as if they have gone elsewhere after three fairly successful years - much 
to the relief of the local residents I would guess.   
   
Harbour news  
As you must have noticed, the harbour has fallen eerily silent with only the calls of Oystercatchers and 
Mediterranean Gulls echoing across the mudflats.  Brent Geese, Wigeon, Teal and waders have all 
gone, heading north towards their breeding grounds on their incredible journeys.  They include our very 
own Spotted Redshank which has been at Nore Barn for the 11th winter running.  Our last sighting was 
Mar 20, which is much in line with previous years.  Will it return again next autumn for its 12th winter 
with us?  Who knows?    Let's hope so, for this tiny bird has now become an integral part of the local 
scene. Nore Barn just would not be the same without it.   
 
Other news 
Malcolm Phillips has seen and photographed a Cetti's Warbler from the small footbridge at the north of 
Peter Pond.  Remarkably good views are possible if you are patient!  Chris Berners-Price recently 
heard (but did not see) a Cetti's Warbler singing from the reedbeds to the north of Nore Barn.  A first?      
The Coots nesting on the raft on the Sadler's Walk pond have produced a brood of four chicks.   
Peter Milinets-Raby has been monitoring the Grey Heron colony in the trees behind Langstone Mill 
Pond.  He says there are six nests with birds sitting on some and youngsters in others.   
Swallows have been seen in many locations along the south coast and should soon be with us in 
Emsworth.  The rest of the summer visitors should not be far behind.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 11-12,  Mar 9-22,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 19th March 2015 
Twelve volunteers gathered on a grey but dry day, with a cool wind making it good for working though 
not for standing around. So we worked! The main task was to clear the Lumley wet area cut by Maurice 
ten days ago, so the arisings were raked, and bagged, and dragged to the central disposal point. This 
was a relatively light task as the grasses were wonderfully dry and light, but we were still ready for 
coffee time when it came.  
Meanwhile Phil and Ute installed the new Conservation sign in the Palmers Road copse, sited by the 
path leading from the recycling centre, to inform walkers of the status of this part of the meadow. The 
sign was provided by HBC, and we hope that the information it gives might reduce vandalism in that 
area.  Frank did his usual thorough litter pick, and Tony attended to removing floating obstructions from 
the river Ems, before they float downstream and potentially block the outlets to the sea.   
The end of the morning saw us covering the concrete filled sandbags in the north east corner by the 
turn of the Ems which are part of the Environment Agency's flood prevention works. We used compost 
and turfs from the nearby disposal heap as being the most local source, in line with our policy of not 
importing plants etc from outside the meadow. 
On the subject of importation, alert members may notice the reappearance of bitumen squares around 
the northern part of the site: this is part of the ongoing survey of the numbers of translocated reptiles, 
namely slowworms and common lizards, from last summer, to see how they are faring. Many thanks to 
the loyal volunteers who made it such a productive morning.   Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
See web site for photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session - PLEASE NOTE  is on  Sunday March 29th, brought forward from the first 
Sunday in April, which is Easter Day. As usual from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Workdays on the meadow 
Our twice monthly workdays are at the heart of what we do on Brook Meadow. For many of us, it is why 
we enjoy being members - the opportunity to work co-operatively with like-minded people with a shared 
aim.   The day starts, for the leader, in getting to HQ by about 9.45 and getting out the tools necessary 
for the tasks which have been identified for the occasion. Work varies according to seasonal need, and 
the leader is briefed by committee discussion and decisions on priorities. 
Volunteers turn up and are welcomed at 10 a.m. by the leader who explains the planned tasks, briefs 
on safety rules and guidance, mentions identified hazards, and encourages volunteers to choose which 
task they want to start with. Brian Fellows tells us all what to look out for on the day, photographs the 
assembled group, and then shadows them while visiting the whole meadow to record what's going on.  
The leader's job is to visit all the work parties to make sure they are working appropriately and safely, 
and to ensure that all are happy with what they are doing. 
At around 11 the highly important coffee break is signalled with blasts on a whistle, and all gather at a 
prearranged point, often the central bench on the raised path, to enjoy hot or cold drinks, according to 
the weather, and biscuits, provided with peerless efficiency by Pam. 
The leader then arranges for changes of tasks, where necessary, and sets everyone off for the second 
session. 
Work is wrapped up around midday, with all the tools cleaned and counted back in to HQ. The leader 
has still to write up the report on what has been accomplished, everyone else can peel off home with 
the satisfaction of jobs well done. 
When I first joined BMCG, 11 years ago, it was the camaraderie and sense of fellowship on workdays 
which first drew me in; I like to think that our newest volunteers experience that same sense of  shared 
endeavour now. 
If you've ever wondered about getting involved practically but haven't yet done so, why not come along 
and give it a try? There are jobs to suit all practical abilities, and I can promise you friendship and 
fellowship, as well as a high level of job satisfaction.  First Sunday and third Thursday of every month, 
meet at the tool store, Seagull Lane, from 10 till 12. 
Jennifer Rye  
 

 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html


WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Spring is coming 
Wildlife generally stirs into life with the arrival of spring.  On Brook Meadow our resident birds are all 
singing and many are already into nest building.  Long-tailed Tits have been seen carrying beakfuls of 
feathers.  A pair of Bullfinches was a welcome surprise, so let's hope they stay to nest here too!   The 
cheery 'chiff-chaff' song of a Chiffchaff has been ringing out, the first of the summer migrants.  It will 
soon be joined by the rich mellow song of the Blackcap and then by the short scratchy song of the 
Whitethroat, all staying to nest on the meadow.   
The lengthening days and warmer temperatures also encourage a the emergence of butterflies, some 
from over-winter hibernation like Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Peacock and Brimstone, which have all 
been seen.  These will be followed by Orange Tip and Holly Blue which spend the winter in chrysalis 
form.  Queen bumblebees are also actively seeking out nests, while Honey Bees are already visiting 
the Cherry Plum blossom with bulging pollen sacs on their legs.   
Meanwhile, wild flowers are springing up to complete the natural scene, with Lesser Celandines 
(Wordsworth's favourite) leading the way with their bright star-like yellow petals, which open and close 
with the sun.  The Gorse bush on the causeway from the Lumley gate is a mass of aromatic yellow 
blossom and nicely complements the large Cherry Plum 'Pissardii' tree whose white flowers provide a 
valuable nectar source for early flying insects.   
 
Pike and Water Voles  
Water Voles had a bad time on Brook Meadow last year due to the severe flooding and we are keeping 
our fingers crossed that some will have survived the winter to get the current breeding season going.  
However, now they have a serious predator to contend with in the form of a huge Pike which lurks in 
the river.   I asked Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust for advice and his reply was, as I 
feared, not good news for our Water Voles.   Graham said, "I am afraid if you have a pike of that size it 
will definitely have a significant effect on young Water Voles as well as ducklings"  He suggested 
getting a local fishing club to catch it or ask the Environment Agency to electro fish the stream with the 
hope of catching it.  The conservation group are pursuing the latter option.    
 
Havant Wildlife Group visit 
This local wildlife study group visited Brook Meadow on March 21 for their regular Saturday morning 
walk.  I used to be a regular member of the group, but gave up several years ago.  However, I offered 
to lead this walk through the meadow that I know and love so much.  I explained the various aspects of 
conservation work being carried out by the group, including the coppicing and dead hedge building.  
We stopped by the Rowan plantation on the east side of the north meadow to pay our respects to the 
memory of Gwynne Johnson who was a well loved member of the Havant Wildlife Group and a good 
friend of Brook Meadow until she died 10 years ago.   We had some really good bird sightings, 
including Chiffchaff, Bullfinch, Treecreeper and Kingfisher and got an excellent view of the elusive 
Water Rail in front of the old gasholder.  We looked in vain for Water Voles.  No butterflies either, but 
we did see several large Bumblebees - probably queens looking for a place to build their nest.   
For more information about the group go to . . . http://familyfellows.com/hwg-index.htm 
 
Swans nesting 
The Mute Swans are now nesting again near the bridge on the town millpond.  The nest this year is a 
substantial one constructed from reeds supplied by Jackie-Michelle Daines and kindly donated by a 
local thatcher.   I witnessed a dramatic encounter on Saturday afternoon (Mar 21) when an intruding 
swan attempted to take over the nest which had one egg laid in it.  The intruder was unmercifully 
attacked first by the nesting cob and then by both swans until it fled away into the culvert under the 
bridge, battered and bloodied.  The resident pen swan was back on the nest today with the cob 
patrolling nearby, just in case.  See the Emsworth blog for photos and a short video clip.   
 
Today's news 
Malcolm Phillips did his regular circuit of Brook Meadow today and had several good sightings including 
a Treecreeper and a Chiffchaff, but probably a common not the Siberian.  He was also attracted by 
marble gall on an Oak tree.  This is formed by a small gall wasp called Andricus kollari.   
Peter Milinets-Raby also paid an all too rare visit to Brook Meadow today and, among lots of other 
birds, heard and saw a male Firecrest in Palmer's Road Car Park.  Gosh, I wish I had hearing like that!  
This was our first Firecrest since those two very obliging birds along the river banks in early 2013 and is 
clearly something for Malcolm and other Brook Meadow regulars to watch out for!    
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   

http://familyfellows.com/hwg-index.htm
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 9-10,  Feb 23 - Mar 8,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Sunday 1st March 
A total of 12 volunteers gathered on the first day of Spring in glorious sunshine.  A party of 3 cleared 
round the young trees in the Seagull Lane patch. Mike cleared brambles from around the Hazel 
plantation. David and Nigel cleared a major obstruction in the river. Tony and Phil cleared the South 
Meadow of tree litter to prevent obstruction of the culvert that flows into Peter Pond. Ute, Pam and 
Wally started clearing the grass off the edge of the main footpath.  Refreshments were provided by 
Pam.  Jennifer donned the waders to clear another obstruction from the river while the rest of the group 
got stuck into clearing the footpath. Meanwhile Frank was completing his litter pick. It was pleasing to 
see the results of all the hard work of the volunteers, many thanks to them all. 
Report by Ian Newman  
 
See web site for photos of work sessions at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 19th March from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
CPRE Award 
On March 4th, there was a gathering on the meadow of representatives from Hampshire CPRE and the 
Southern Co-operative with Jennifer, Maurice and Pam from the BMCG Committee. The occasion was 
the launch of this year's awards programme, and Brook Meadow was chosen as the venue to take 
photos to show conservation work. We chose the newly made dead hedging along the eastern bank of 
the River Ems as the subject, and posed for photos to look as though we were actually doing the work. 
We were very happy to co-operate in this, as the award we won last year has proved a real boost to our 
membership drive. The actual award can be seen near the checkout in our local Co-op until the end of 
March.  Report by Jennifer Rye  

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles 
We have had a couple of Water Vole sightings over the past week, thanks to the vigilance of Malcolm 
Phillips.  One was just north of the sluice gate and the other by the old gasholder, which I gather is due 
for demolition (What shall we call the site it that happens?).   That makes five sightings so far this year, 
but all from different areas of the river which is encouraging.  Last year was a poor one for Water Vole 
sightings with only 55 recorded, but I put that down to last winter's floods.  We really do need a good 
breeding year this year to boost the population.  Our Water Voles are on a knife edge!   
 
Water Rail returns 
We had really given up on seeing a Water Rail on Brook Meadow again this winter.  However, on 
March 5th, Malcolm and I got a good view of one as it scuttled swiftly along in the shallow waters of the 
River Ems beneath the railway embankment.  This is unlikely to be the same bird that we saw regularly 
near the S-bend in the river from September to January, but is probably another Water Rail moving 
through the meadow on its way to breeding grounds further north.   
While we were watching the Water Rail, we saw a Buzzard flying high over the garden of Constant 
Springs and moving towards Brook Meadow.  This might be one of the birds that regularly nest on 
Lumley Mill Farm.  Malcolm got some good photos of both Water Rail and Buzzard which are on the 
Emsworth wildlife blog.   
 
Blackbird song 
Almost all of our resident birds are now in good voice, singing their songs to establish territory and to 
attract mates.  The most recent songster to add its voice to the choir is Blackbird, perhaps the most 
accomplished songster of them all with its rich and varied repertoire.   The first Blackbirds we hear at 
this time of the year tend to sing in late afternoon when it is almost dark.   But after a few days, their 
clear mellow daytime song surfaces to give endless pleasure throughout the land.   Those of a musical 
disposition may be able to hear parallels between a Blackbird song and famous classical tunes, such 
as, the theme of  Beethoven's violin concerto.   
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html


Millpond News  
The Mute Swan pair are now back on the Peter Pond - Slipper Millpond complex, but have not yet 
started nest building at the time of writing.  There is no sign of nest building activity on the town 
millpond either, though the two competing pairs of swans are still present.  Nik Knight reports the swans 
are now on their nest on Langstone Mill Pond.   The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls that have nested 
successfully on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond for the past three years are back on the pond for 
another go.  The frameworks and wires designed to deter the gulls are still on the rafts, but the gulls 
have found ways around them.   
 
Grey Heron nests 
On March 6th, Peter Milinets-Raby reported four active Grey Heron nests in the trees behind Langstone 
Mill Pond.  The top nest in the Holm Oak has four well grown young.  The lower nest in this tree also 
has young - begging calls were heard and movement noted.  The south nest had an adult firmly lying 
down low in nest.  The fourth and newly discovered nest is between the Holm Oak and the south nest 
and had two adults arranging sticks and looking set to lay soon! 
 
Goosander injured 
One piece of sad news, reported by Ralph Hollins in his daily wildlife diary, was that the female 
Goosander, which has been such an attraction on Langstone Mill Pond over the past winter, had 
recently been seen in the harbour near the pond with the front half of her lower mandible hanging 
vertically down after being somehow broken.  The cause is not known, Ralph thinks maybe snagged on 
something under water and having to break its own bill in order to get back to the surface before its air 
supply ran out, or maybe having it broken in a fight, but with what?  But regardless of the cause, it 
seems the bird is now doomed to die through being unable to feed itself. 
 
Reed Bunting in garden 
Reed Bunting is a fairly common bird of reedbeds, you see and hear them frequently on Thorney Little 
Deeps and on Peter Pond.  However, they are far less common in gardens.  So, I was really delighted 
to see one feeding on the bird table in my garden in the centre of town on March 5th, the first I had ever 
seen in about 30 years of garden birdwatching!    Reed Bunting is ranked 36th in the garden bird list of 
the BTO Garden BirdWatch scheme seen on average by only 2% of participants.  The reporting rate for 
Reed Bunting peaks in late winter Feb-Mar when birds move into gardens from other habitats.  
 
Butterflies  
The warm weather of the past week has prompted some butterflies to emerge from their hibernation, 
hopefully not too early, in the expectation of spring.  Red Admiral and Brimstone have both been seen 
on Brook Meadow in the past week.  Although strictly speaking Red Admirals are not supposed to 
hibernate, an increasing number of them are managing to find somewhere to hide away to emerge on a 
warm winter's day.  They really like the wooden rail of the south bridge on Brook Meadow where they 
will bask in the warm sunshine, not at all disturbed by people passing by within feet of them.   The real 
harbingers of spring for me are the bright yellow Brimstones, which flutter rapidly here and there, rarely 
stopping for a photo.  Others to look out for in the coming weeks are Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and 
Comma, all of which are winter hibernators.   
 
Today's news (Mar 8) 
Mike Wells and Malcolm Phillips spent a very pleasant, if gloomy weather-wise, couple of hours on the 
meadow this morning.  As Malcolm is still having a problem sending photos to me, they agreed that 
Mike would send his.  They saw and photographed a large Pike estimated at about 2 feet 6 inches long, 
just north of the north bridge.  It is amazing to think there are fish that size in the river.  Not good news 
for small Trout or even Water Voles?   They also got a Goldcrest and a male Bullfinch on the Lumley 
Path footbridge.    Malcolm managed to get his computer to send me a cracking photo of what looks 
like the Siberian that we have had on Brook Meadow since mid December.  We thought this rare bird 
had moved on when we had no sightings for about 6 weeks in Jan-Feb, but it is back!    
Mike and Malcolm met up with Glynis and Tim Irons, along with their very keen and knowledgeable 9 
year old son, Thomas.   They all walked round to Gooseberry Cottage and were delighted to spot the 
regular female Kingfisher hiding in a bush, which Thomas got a fine image of.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                                     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 7-8,  Feb 9-22,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - Thursday 19th February 
Conditions were dry, grey and gusty for our 4th Work session of 2015 with 11 volunteers turning out 
including new recruit Anne Snowdon who has just returned to live in the area. Brian Fellows was also 
present and recorded some happenings on his trusty camera. The main tasks for the day were mostly 
Hedge related with many more tasks in reserve if needed. Firstly, Ute and Jane took on the perennial 
Litter Picking job around the whole site. 
The repair and extension of the ‘Dead Hedge’ near to the central sluice gate was top priority and to get 
it underway, Phil and Tony headed off to prepare the ‘stakes’, the first requirement of the job. 
Meanwhile, the rest of the volunteers worked on two jobs in the Seagull Lane entrance where access 
through the main green gate has been restricted for a long time due to excess hedge growth, badly 
mutilated by a local resident. This was given ‘the treatment’ and all of the arisings removed to the 
nearby sacrificial area. A start was also made on the removal of muddy soil deposits from the gravel 
path which runs from the kissing gate to the north bridge. This work is preparatory to the laying of a 
new gravel path surface. 
Next, the volunteers joined Phil and Tony at the ‘Dead Hedge’ job, which filled the remainder of the 
available time and used up all of the materials saved from the pruning of the Osier plantation in the 
North meadow. The job was not quite completed and so joins the list of tasks for the next session on 
Sunday 1st March.      
Many thanks to Brian for supporting the Volunteers efforts and to Pam for the coffee / tea / biscuits at 
the mid session break. 
Report by Wally Osborne  
 
See web site for photos of the work session at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 1st March from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
CPRE Award 
The Co-op and CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) want to do a press piece on Brook 
Meadow, following our award last year, to encourage other organisations to apply this year.  It is 
arranged for 9am on Wed March 4, they will bring a photographer.  Meet in Palmers Road car park. We 
will supply a few tools, and wear wellies, so as to give the impression of engaging in conservation work!  
Anyone who wants to turn up is more than welcome. 
 
Tree cutting 
One of the large Crack Willows on the path through Palmer's Road Copse has had three of its main 
branches lopped for safety reasons.  Interestingly, this is the tree where Jon Stokes from the Tree 
Council discovered the Big Smokey Bracket fungus (Bjerkandera fumosa), a nationally scarce fungus, 
in early January.  Fortunately, some of the fungi is still present on the north facing side of the tree.  See 
the Emsworth wildlife blog Feb 20th for photos.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles  
Water Vole sightings have been very scarce on Brook Meadow so far this year despite some very 
patient watching by Malcolm Phillips.  However, last week Malcolm got two sightings of what was 
probably the same Water Vole in Palmer's Road Copse by the 'Deep Water' sign.  This was only our 
third sighting of 2015, though each sighting has come from a different section of the river, which is 
encouraging.   So, some Water Voles, at least, survived last winter's floods.   
 
Bird song 
This is the time of year when many birds that have been silent during the long winter days burst into 
song to establish nesting territories and to attract mates and repel rivals.  Robins have been singing 
virtually non-stop all winter and are now breaking into their confident spring song.   Other residents of 
Brook Meadow such as Dunnock, Wren, Great Tit, Song Thrush, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, 
Goldfinch, Starling and House Sparrow have already been in good voice for a few weeks.  Chaffinch, 
Blackbird and Blue Tit have also been heard.    Soon, there will be a dawn chorus!  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html


Cetti's Warbler  
A less expected songster on Brook Meadow was the Cetti's Warbler which was first heard during the 
conservation work session on Thursday Feb 19.  I heard it again the following day from the west bank 
of the river north of the sluice gate.  Needless to say, the bird was not seen on either occasion, but if it 
stays with us then there is every chance of getting a photo of this elusive bird.  Cetti's Warbler may be 
hard to see, but its song is loud and unmistakable - it sings its name 'chetti .. chetti .. chetti'.    Unlike 
most other warblers the Cetti's Warbler is a resident and does not migrate.  The last one we had on the 
meadow was in the spring of 2011 which stayed for about a month.   
 
Chiffchaff news 
Malcolm Phillips got a good photo of a wintering Chiffchaff on Brook Meadow on Feb 17th - the first we 
have seen for a while.  However, there has been no sign of the Siberian Chiffchaff since Jan 14th and it 
has probably moved on somewhere else.  We were certainly fortunate to have such a rare bird on the 
meadow for about 4 weeks in all.  It was good while it lasted!   
 
Butterbur flowers 
If you look closely, you can just make out the first pink flower spikes of the Butterbur plants opening up 
in the area immediately below and to the left of the main seat on Brook Meadow.  In a few weeks they 
will be standing up very prominently.   I do an annual count of these Butterbur flowers each spring and 
numbers have soared from 298 in 1999 (my first count) to 1,150 in 2013.  Last year's count was down a 
bit at 824, but still very high.    All the Brook Meadow plants are male, the nearest females are in 
Langstone.  But, as this plant reproduces vegetatively the males and females do not need each other!   
 
Other signs of spring 
I noticed the first white blossom on the Cherry Plum tree on the causeway to the Lumley gate on Brook 
Meadow on Feb 17th.  It is a bit later than usual; the first flowers last year were seen on 5th Feb.  I am 
reliably told that the tree is called Prunus cerasifera Cultivar: 'Pissardii'.  This is the purple leaved 
cultivar widely grown in gardens.  In fact, we have one in ours.   
 
Nesting gulls return 
A pair of Great Black-backed Gulls have nested on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond for the past three 
years, producing two youngsters in 2012, three in 2013 and another one in 2014.  Last year's nesting 
took place despite determined attempts by local residents to deter them from nesting mainly due to 
their predation of the other birds on the pond, notably Coot chicks.   The Slipper Millpond Association 
erected a covering of wires over the rafts, but this did not put the gulls off and they nested as usual by 
crawling under the wires!   So, it was not at all surprising to see these two large gulls (the largest in the 
world) back on the raft on Feb 20th where I am sure they intend nesting for the fourth year running.  
Actually, we are quite lucky to have such fine birds nesting in our area as they are very rare in the 
South of England.  So, try to enjoy them, despite their fearsome habits!   
 
Langstone news  
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to send regular and comprehensive reports for the Emsworth blog from 
his birdwatching walks on the Langstone and the Warblington shorelines.  This morning he walked from 
Emsworth to Langstone noting all the birds as he went and what a lot he saw!   Of special interest are 
the three active Grey Heron nests in the trees behind Langstone Mill Pond with young chicks visible 
and begging noises to be heard.  See today's blog for full details and photos.   
 
Hayling Oysterbeds  
Chris Cockburn sent the first of his regular reports from Hayling Oysterbeds this week.  He says the 
cheery noise of territorial Black-headed Gulls can now be heard as the birds start to lay claims to the 
best bit of shingle for their nests.  Mediterranean Gulls have also arrived and will also be displaying on 
the islands.  However, as both of the lagoon islands were significantly eroded due to storm-wave 
action, it will be interesting to see how many nests are made this year.  Last year there were 677 Black-
headed Gull nests and 10 Med Gull nests.  Sadly, we are not likely to see Little Terns nesting on the 
islands ever again due to the pressure from the gulls.   
 
Cuckoos on the move 
BTO reported on Feb 10th that two of their tagged Cuckoos are already heading towards the west 
coast of Africa at the start of their spring migration, much earlier than expected.   
See . . . http://bto-enews.org/IG4-35G9V-3RN36S-1GUPQR-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 5-6  Jan 26 - Feb 8,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Work session - Sunday 1st February 2015 
On a 'relatively' warm sunny morning 12 volunteers gathered at HQ. This group included 2 younger 
people one of whom is doing his DOE award. Maurice, the leader, described the tasks to be performed, 
described the tools to be used and the care that needed to be taken in carrying out the work.  
The main group raked up the remains of the chipped branches made, a few weeks ago, by the 
Environment Agency, at our request, and barrowed them across the meadow to improved the walking 
surface of some waterlogged paths in North Meadow. 
Nick and Maurice, armed with an extendible pole, went to Palmer's Road car park copse, where a high 
level nesting box had fallen to a small branch about four metres over a footpath. It was carefully 
removed and taken back to HQ for future reinstatement. 
The wood chippings having been removed, the volunteers turned their attention to the removal of 
nearby twigs that covered a large area around where the pile of chippings had been placed by EA. The 
twigs were added to habitats created two years ago, which doubles as a barrier to inhibit dogs and 
people from creating a route up to the raised path, near the 'S' bend. 
The next task was to reinforce and extend the dead hedge protecting the river bank around the 'S' 
bend. Volunteers cut and pointed posts whilst others drove already pointed ones into the ground. These 
provided a perfect support for thinner and much longer branches to be woven along the hedge line. 
At half time we assembled at the seat and enjoyed hot drinks provided by Pam and healthy slabs of 
delicious cake made by Jennifer to mark her birthday, which actually fell today. What better excuse 
could there be to launch into a rousing chorus of 'Happy Birthday to You'. All good things come to an 
end, so we all returned to continue the work on the dead hedge. 
At midday, Maurice thanked the group for their splendid efforts. We tidied up, returned the tools to HQ. 
Report by Maurice Lillie 
 
Workday reports and photos - including can be found on the Brook Meadow web site at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 19 February from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the new HQ tool store in 
the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips had a good session on Brook Meadow this morning with his first Primrose and Red 
Admiral for this year.  The Primrose was seen along the path through Palmer's Road Copse and was 
probably one of those planted several years ago by the council which come up reliably each spring.   
The Red Admiral was basking in the warm winter sunshine along the north path.  This insect will have 
been woken by the rise in temperature.  Another butterfly I am expecting at this time is Brimstone - 
particularly the bright yellow males which often flutter through gardens.   
Today, Malcolm also caught a Blue Tit exploring one the concrete nest boxes which were erected in 
Palmer's Road Copse several years ago, most of which have now disappeared with the constant loss 
of trees and branches in that area.   
Earlier in the week Malcolm saw a Water Vole by the sluice gate but was in the wrong place for a 
photo.   This was only our second sighting of 2015, so it was good to know some are still alive!   For 
more news  go to . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Gulls on ice  
On Feb 3rd I had my usual constitutional around the town millpond which was partly frozen with a 
multitude of gulls standing on the ice.  They must have well insulated feet.    They were mainly Black-
headed Gulls with a few Common Gulls and Herring Gulls.   The Common Gull is slightly larger than 
the Black-headed Gull with a larger domed head which is slightly flecked with grey and a softer 
expression.  The bill and legs are yellow, whereas those of the Black-headed Gull are bright red.  One 
of the Common Gulls had distinctly dark head markings.  My guess is that it is a second winter bird just 
coming into full maturity.  Its white 'wing mirrors' on the end of the wings are also smaller than one 
would expect in a full adult.  There were also several juvenile Black-headed Gulls which still retain 
some of their brown feathers.  Their bills and legs are also duller red than the adults.  See photos on 
the Emsworth blog for Feb 3.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html


Millpond News 
The situation on the town millpond is basically unchanged with the two pairs of Mute Swans still vying  
with each other for territory, no doubt with the occasional skirmishes, though I have not witnessed any 
fights since the one I managed to video on Jan 21.   
Meanwhile, the Mute Swan pair that nested on Slipper Millpond last year have returned to their nesting 
territory, leaving their two surviving cygnets from last year's brood in the harbour beneath the quay, 
where they have the company of a number of other swans of various ages.   
 
Kingfishers 
Kingfishers have been literally abundant this winter, everyone has been seeing them, on millponds, 
streams, garden walls, posts, boats, etc.   Susan Kelly had a good experience in seeing a Kingfisher 
close up on the town millpond.  It was sitting on the edge of the footpath and diving into the sea, then it 
flew to the jetty of the sailing club and from there to the nearest tree overhanging the pond, before 
spending 5 mins or so fishing inside the structure of the overflow.  Once it had caught a fish it flew back 
to the tree, then curved round and began sitting on the edge of the path again.  Susan was watching for 
about 10 mins, sometimes from only a few feet away, before it was scared off.  I too have seen the 
millpond Kingfisher on a couple of occasions over the past week.  It is really quite tame.    
 
Spoonbill 
Peter Milinets-Raby was doing his regular bird survey and count along the Warblington shore early this 
morning when his heart raced when he spotted a juvenile/first winter Spoonbill flying over Conigar Point  
keeping close to the shore.  It headed east and cut across the fields and it looked as if was about to 
land somewhere in the Emsworth area.  Peter had a look at Nore Barn, but it was not there.   So, 2015 
has been rather productive for Peter with Avocet and Barnacle Goose and now Spoonbill having been 
seen along the Langstone-Warblington shore.  It just goes to show the value of regular monitoring of a 
certain area.   The only Spoonbill I have ever seen in Emsworth Harbour was in December 2002, a 
memorable occasion when it even came onto the town millpond!  See photo on the blog for Feb 8th.   
 
Sexing Brent Geese  
On Feb 5th, Peter Milinets-Raby sent me a photo taken at Langstone of male and female Brent Geese 
on the sea.  This was the first time I had ever heard of anyone sexing Brent Geese.  All my bird books, 
including the prestigious Birds of the Western Palearctic, all simply state that the sexes are similar and 
leave it at that.  So, I asked Peter how he did it.   He says, female head shape is rounder, more circular 
with a high crown; the male's head always seems flatter and thus oval in general shape.  Female 
Brents have cute small bills with a swollen tip, whereas the bill on some males can look very ugly in 
shape with lots of bulges, but generally is longer, more triangular in shape.  For Peter's full explanation 
and photos please go to the Emsworth blog for Feb 6.   
 
Redwings and Fieldfare  
Geoff Gilbert saw a flock of 100+ Fieldfares, mixed with 50 Starlings and at least 40 Redwings, feeding 
on the long meadow, on the east side of the road, which runs from the railway bridge, to the north of 
Finchdean, to the old manor house now called Old Idsworth Garden.   Redwing and Fieldfare are both 
winter visitors to this country in huge numbers, at least one million of each, though most of them tend to 
remain up north unless the weather gets very cold.  They breed in the north of Scotland and in 
Scandinavia; Fieldfare also breed in Eastern Europe.    
 
Swans return to Canoe Lake 
On Feb 5th I found a flock of 51 Mute Swans on Canoe Lake, Southsea - the most I have seen there 
since the late 1990s and early 2000s when I used to carry out weekly counts in winter.  In those years 
my counts were usually above 60 and reached a peak of 94 in 2000.  However, from 2002 numbers 
plummeted to just 5 birds in 2005.   I am not sure what happened, but I do know that it coincided with 
the Council asking people not to feed the swans as the food was contaminating the lake.   
 
Avocets  
On Feb 6th, Caroline French saw 60 Avocets on the Lake on Farlington Marshes - the most she has  
ever seen there or anywhere!  I believe this number has been recorded this winter at Nutbourne.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                               
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 3-4  Jan 12-25,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Workday reports and photos - including can be found on the Brook Meadow web site at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 1st February from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Battle of the swans 
The resident pair of Mute Swans which has nested near the bridge for the past two years are once 
again having to ward off the encroachments of a invading pair of swans that want to take over their  
territory.   Usually, the two pairs circle around each other with wings raised in a threatening manner and 
all remains relatively peaceful.  However, on Jan 21, I witnessed an almighty scrap between the two 
male swans which lasted for a good 10 minutes.  The female of the resident pair also joined in 
occasionally hurling herself onto the top of the two warring males.  Eventually, one of the males 
managed to get on top of the other male and tried to push its head under the water, but did not 
succeed.  This dramatic encounter went on for about 10 minutes during which I took photos for the blog 
and a video clip which can be seen on YouTube at . . .  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKgN9pBilcs&feature=youtu.be 
 
Swan nesting news 
For the past two years, the resident Mute Swan pair on the town millpond have constructed their nest 
near to the road bridge from litter and other miscellaneous debris found around the pond.  That was not 
very satisfactory, so this year Jackie-Michelle Daines is determined to improve their nesting facilities.  
Jackie has got advice from none other than  the Queen's Swan Master who told her the most important 
thing was to make sure they have a good supply of good nesting material (e.g. water reeds).  So, she 
found a local thatcher who has agreed to provide reed which Jackie will then slowly feed to the swans 
so they can build their nest.  Jackie says Havant Borough Council are quite happy so long as the nest 
material does not block any pipes, etc.  In fact, the Council no longer control the town pond they just 
maintain the vegetation around the edges and clear the rubbish.  The Environment Agency now have 
responsibility for the pond on a day to day basis, eg maintaining the water levels.  As for the other pair 
of swans that are currently vying with the residents for territory on the millpond, Jackie hopes they 
might build a nest by the new wall around Swan House (the old Tenerife Cottage) in Bath Road.   
Well, all seems to be in place, so, let the show commence!   
 
Swans eject youngsters 
This is the time of year when swan families will be breaking up as the parents chase off their 
youngsters to allow the adults get on with the important business of raising a new brood.  Peter 
Milinets-Raby tells us that the Mute Swan pair on Langstone Mill Pond have already kicked their  
youngsters off the pond.  There has been no obvious sign as yet that the swan pair on the town 
millpond have attempted to chase off their single cygnet, though admittedly their attention has been 
preoccupied by defending their territory from the pair of intruding swans.  However, I noticed in the past 
week that the Mute Swan pair that have been resident in the harbour beneath Emsworth quay for much 
of this winter were chasing their youngsters.  Today (Jan 25) I found the two cygnets alone and 
abandoned near the quay and their two parents back on their nesting territory of Slipper Millpond.     
 
Signs of spring 
While walking along Warblington Road towards Nore Barn on Jan 22, I passed a Hazel bush hanging 
over the pavement from a garden with huge open catkins.  These were not the first catkins  by any 
means, Ralph Hollins was seeing them weeks ago in Havant, but they were certainly the best catkins I 
have seen this winter.   
The mass of Butterbur plants on the western side of Brook Meadow just below the seat are now starting 
to sprout and show their pink flower buds.  Soon, there will be hundreds of spikes on show.   
Early Daffodils are another good sign of spring and Frances Jannaway saw 3 or 4 in flower in fenced off 
area round the pond at Emsworth Primary School on Jan 20.  
I have not seen any Lesser Celandines as yet in Emsworth, though again Ralph Hollins counted 20 
flowers fully open in Juniper Square in Havant on Jan 24.     

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html
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Other millpond News  
Tufted Duck have been very scarce on Emsworth Millpond this winter; six is the most I have recorded 
so far at the end of December.   However, I was pleased to see a fine a male Red-breasted Merganser  
on the millpond on Jan 20 with its red eye and the typical shaggy hair style showing well on the photo.    
We have had the occasional Little Grebe fishing on the pond, but no Great Crested Grebe.  As for 
Goldeneye, well, they are a dim and distant memory!   
 
Brook Meadow news 
Malcolm Phillips has provided most of our news from the meadow while I have been laid low by a nasty 
chest infection.   Malcolm got a photo of the rare Siberian Chiffchaff on Jan 14, but there has been no 
sighting since then.  The bird is probably still on the meadow, but elusive.    
Malcolm also got a photo of a Long-Tailed Tit collecting nesting material on Jan 20. An usually early 
start?   The nest itself is an elaborate domed structure densely packed with feathers, bound with 
spider's webs and covered in lichen.  On the same day Malcolm had a Song Thrush taking a worm.  
Song Thrushes are usually associated with snails, but they are quite liberal eaters and will also take 
worms as well as  a variety of insects, plus fruit in autumn and winter.   
At last, after so many hours watching and waiting Malcolm finally got a Water Vole on Jan 14 at the 
north west corner by the culvert.   This was our first Water Vole sighting on Brook Meadow since 30-
Sep-14 and our first of 2015.  The year 2014 was a poor one for Water Vole sightings.  This was almost 
certainly due to the severe flooding of the meadow last winter.  For all the Water Vole news and 
sightings and photos go to . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Garden Blackcaps  
There has been a lot of interest in Blackcaps coming into gardens just recently.  These are continental 
birds migrating here for the winter.  The birds we get in the summer are a different population which 
migrate here from the Mediterranean area.   The nice things about them is the two sexes are easily 
distinguished; the male has a black cap and the female a chestnut brown one.  They are fairly liberal 
feeders, though prefer fat balls and apples.  Charlie Annalls had great pleasure in seeing her first ever 
Blackcaps in the communal shrubbery at the front of her house in North Portsmouth.  As she said, 
'Charming birds with cute little hats on!'  Joyce Sawyer was also delighted to have a male Blackcap 
visiting the hanging fat ball feeder in her Denvilles garden.    
 
Spotted Redshanks at Nore Barn  
On Jan 22 I had two Spotted Redshanks feeding together in the stream at Nore Barn, that is until an 
unruly dog ran in to disturb them.  But, they came back, as they always do, and I managed to get a 
photo of them fairly close together for the blog.  Two Spotted Redshanks have been seen on several 
occasions this winter, but the once familiar colour-ringed Greenshank G+GL has not been seen since 
early December.   
Interestingly, Ralph Hollins was at Nore Barn on a couple of days earlier (Jan 20) and had the 
impression that the regular Spotted Redshank came back to the shore not from over the open sea, as 
is usual, but from an upstream roost site.  There is a small pond in the woodland area that the Nore 
Barn Woods volunteers have been clearing out, so maybe it has discovered that. 
 
Unusual Rock Pipit 
When Ralph Hollins was at Nore Barn on Jan 20 he found a lone Pipit on the grass near the picnic 
table.  The bird behaved like a Rock Pipit but did not have the dark underparts and black legs of the 
Rock Pipits that Ralph has seen on the South Moors shore and after doing some research on the 
internet concluded that it might have been a Scandinavian Rock Pipit  (Anthus littoralis).  It will be worth 
keeping an eye out for this bird though the books say it is very difficult to separate the two races of 
Rock Pipit which can be very variable in their plumage features with a good degree of overlap.   
 
Other news 
Chris Berners-Price heard a Jay calling in Nore Barn Woods, the first one he had ever heard in the 
woods and hoped it indicated a pair taking up residence.   
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the bird life in and around Langstone Millpond area and sends 
regular reports for publication in the Emsworth wildlife blog.  The star bird on the pond is the long 
staying female Goosander.   But, most interesting is Peter's observations of three Grey Heron nests in 
the process of construction in trees at the back of the pond.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                               
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 1-2  Dec 29 - Jan 11,  2015 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session  
Sunday 4th January 2015. On a cold damp morning, 11 volunteers turned out including new ones Sue 
Leach and David a D of E student whose colleague Nick was also on hand as a member of the local 
community group Emsworth Flood Action (EFA). Jennifer had arranged for BMCG to work together with 
the EFA on an important task whereby the 2 sets of volunteers totalling 22 persons, would work 
together on the raised earth bund, which was designed to protect Gooseberry Cottage from the south 
meadow flood relief basin.  The Cottage was badly inundated by floodwaters in the 2014 winter, casting 
doubt on the bunds 'fitness for purpose'.  
Dense bramble growths have covered the bund for many years making its inspection impossible and 
the agreed task was to create 1-metre wide access strips at 10 metre intervals along the whole length 
of the bund, so that experts hired by EFA could make their evaluation. Ground conditions were very 
treacherous and difficult after the recent heavy rainfall but the 2 sets of volunteers worked magnificently 
together, cutting the strips with a wide variety of hand and power tools then bagging and dragging away 
the arisings a long distance into the north meadow, where they were used to cover the new flood 
protection sand bag wall alongside Rose Cottage. 
All 22 volunteers took a mid session break together with coffee / tea and biscuits provided by Pam and 
Jennifer, giving everyone a second wind to get the task completed satisfactorily. Other tasks completed 
during the session were a thorough and complete site litter pick by Ute and Sue, which turned up an 
usually big mountain of refuse, plus the completion of the Osier willow pollarding by Maurice and Phil. 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with these tasks and we will plan to report the result of evaluation 
of the bund condition in due course.     Report by Wally Osborne 
 
Workday reports and photos - including this work session (and others) are on the web site at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2015a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday January 15th from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the new HQ tool store in 
the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 

Siberian Chiffchaff  
The mystery Chiffchaff referred to in my last report before Christmas has now been identified by Peter 
Milinets-Raby (with 98% confidence) as a Siberian Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita tristis).  The bird 
was first discovered and photographed on Brook Meadow on Dec 11 by Malcolm Phillips who has 
subsequently got lots of excellent photos of this rare bird along with some of common Chiffchaffs for 
comparison.  Generally, the Siberian Chiffchaff has a very cold grey plumage in comparison with the 
warmer browns and yellows of the common Chiffchaff.   The best ID pointer is the bird's song which is 
faster and more varied than that of the common Chiffchaff, but this has not been heard yet.     
The bird has been seen in the tall Crack Willows in the south meadow and near the south bridge, but its 
favourite spot is along the river bank where the Environment Agency have recently cleared trees.  This 
is certainly the rarest bird we have ever recorded on Brook Meadow and we should express our deep 
gratitude to Malcolm Phillips for his patience and determination in tracking down this often very elusive 
bird and providing so many excellent images to establish its identity.    
The Siberian Chiffchaff is an eastern race of the normal Chiffchaff which visits us in summer.  It breeds 
in coniferous taiga forest from the Ural region eastwards and winters mainly in India, though odd birds 
tend to stray to Western Europe annually in autumn and winter.  It is rare, but not mega-rare.  
The full story of the various sightings of this unusual Chiffchaff, plus lots of great photos, can be seen 
on the usual Emsworth wildlife blog - address below.  However, the bird also deserved a special page 
of its own at . . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-siberian-chiffchaff.htm 
 
Kingfisher winter 
There has never been a winter like this one in my experience for Kingfishers.  So many people have 
reported seeing one flying up the river on Brook Meadow or across the millponds.  And the 
photographers have been happy as well, notably Malcolm Phillips.  I have been inundated with many 
excellent photos of Kingfisher perching, diving, coming up with fish, etc.  The hot spots are the table in 
the reeds to the north of Peter Pond, the decking overlooking the pond in the garden of Gooseberry 
Cottage and Dolphin Quay near the Chequers estate.  See the Emsworth wildlife blog for photos.   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Harbour news 
Brent Geese continue to occupy the local harbours in their hundreds, their gentle 'kronking' wafting 
across the mudflats.  There are good numbers of juveniles indicating a successful breeding season last 
year.  The regular Spotted Redshank can usually be seen feeding in the stream at Nore Barn just 
before and just after high water, sometimes in company with a second Spotted Redshank.  However, I 
have not seen its other regular feeding companion, the colour-ringed Greenshank, for a while.   Wigeon 
and Teal are usually present in large numbers mainly at Nore Barn along with a couple of pairs of 
Pintail - that most elegant of ducks.   
Meanwhile, over at Langstone Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the birds in the harbour and on 
the millpond for the blog.  Wigeon, Teal and Shelduck are numerous along with large flocks of waders.  
A female Goosander has been seen on the millpond where Peter also recently watched Grey Herons 
collecting sticks in preparation for nest building.  Spring is in the air!   
 
Garden Greenfinches  
This winter I have seen definite signs of a return of Greenfinches to my garden after a lengthy absence 
due to the disease trichomonosis which first struck the species in 2006 and, according to the BTO 
reduced their total population by about a fifth.    When the disease started, Greenfinch was my number 
one garden bird with 100% weekly presence throughout the year.  But  from 2007 counts dropped 
dramatically and they became very scarce.   However, I have been getting 6 or 7 of them scrambling for 
the sunflower hearts over the past week or so, though this means I have to fill up the feeders on a daily 
basis and sunflower hearts are not cheap!   But the birds love them, especially Goldfinches, which 
usually share the feeders with the Greenfinches.   
 
Hairy Garlic  
Hairy Garlic plants with fresh green leaves are now showing well at the eastern end of the path behind 
Lillywhite's Garage.  Hairy Garlic (Allium subhirsutum) is a rare garden escape, probably overlooked in 
recording.  It is a Mediterranean species with a scattering of broad, more or less prostrate, shiny green 
leaves, with slightly hairy edges, from which the plant gets its common name.  Its leaves give off a 
faintly garlic aroma when crushed.   
 
Butterbur buds 
Butterbur buds are now starting to push up and sprout in the area below the main seat on Brook 
Meadow.    One can just see the first signs of the distinctive pink flower spikes inside the partially open 
bud.  Weather permitting they will soon be emerging in all their glory.  See photo on blog for Jan 10.   
 
Rose-ringed Parakeet  
A Rose-ringed Parakeet (aka Ring-necked) is on the loose in North Emsworth.  It was seen by Pam 
Phillips in the open grassland area at the northern end of Westbourne Avenue on Dec 17 and then on 
Jan 11 Terry and Paul Lifton saw what was presumably the same bird in a tree in Westbourne Avenue.  
It is a green parrot which gets its name from the rose-pink collar around its neck.  A native of India, it 
was introduced into Europe and has become firmly established in SE England where it frequents parks 
and gardens, often raiding bird feeders and can be very noisy with a loud screeching.    
 
A rare fungus 
In early January, Jon Stokes from the Tree Council (who gave the talk to the Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group AGM in October) had a walk round Brook Meadow and discovered an unusual 
bracket fungus about 10 feet up on one of the Crack Willows in Palmer's Road Copse.   He took photos 
and a specimen for analysis and it turned out to be a very rare fungus called Big Smokey Bracket 
(Bjerkandera fumosa) which is nationally scarce with only 2 previous Hampshire records.   The fungus 
is growing on the large tree (numbered 000605) that leans over the main path through the copse.  It 
can easily be seen from the path.  See the Emsworth blog for Jan 11 for details and photos.   
 
Other fungi 
Velvet Shank is a brightly orange coloured fungus that commonly grows on the bark of trees throughout 
the winter.  There is currently a very good growth of it on one of the small trees on the east of the south 
bridge - meadow side.  It can easily be seen from the bridge.  I had a close look at it last week and 
found growing alongside the orange caps were a group of dark spike-like fungi about 1 inch in length, 
very stiff and pointed.   I think they could be old Stag's Horn Fungus, though Jon is not sure about this.  
He is doing some homework on it and will let me know when he more information.  See the photo of the 
fungus spikes on the Emsworth blog for Jan 10.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm           
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