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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session 
Sunday 7th December 2014. Ten volunteers assembled at HQ by ten a.m. on an overcast morning, 
quite warm but rather grey, to be assured that the weather was going to improve. It did eventually, with 
sun after a short shower.   
The main task was to complete the dead hedging by the S-bend in the river Ems, using material from 
the young willows east of the flower-rich part of the north meadow. This was achieved, with sterling 
work by fellers, pointers and weavers. Go and see for yourselves and work out what these 3 terms refer 
to!  
A pair of volunteers did the usual litter pick, another attended to some small clearances of the Ems by 
the north bridge, where the flow was being impeded. 
Three more started on the heavy task of covering the new sandbag bund between the meadow and 
Lumley Lane which is designed to prevent further flooding of properties in the lane. Brambles were 
used for this, and we aim to cover the whole line of glistening white sandbags which look inappropriate 
on a conservation area. 
We all enjoyed a coffee break, provided by the ever-efficient Pam, although she herself had to be 
elsewhere: now that's dedication for you.   
The experience of working co-operatively in pursuit of a common aim, and of developing techniques 
and skills to achieve the desired end, is one of the things that make workdays so pleasurable. Thanks 
go to our loyal volunteers who month by month throughout the year make this happen. A shortened 
workday is planned for next Thursday, which will be followed by some seasonal cheer. We look forward 
to seeing lots of you then.   Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Workday reports and photos - including this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday December 18th from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the new HQ tool store in 
the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Willow clearance 
Monday 8 December 2014.  Maurice Lillie met the Environment Agency who arrived in force on Brook 
Meadow soon after 8am to work on the removal of willows that had fallen into and across the River 
Ems south of the S-bend.  They planned to carry out other minor cutting north of the bend and also 
clearing the channel in the south eastern corner of the South meadow.   
Most of the arisings up to 15cms diameter were chipped leaving the chips handy for the conservation 
group to distribute around the site.  Brian went over late to take some photos of the work.  He asked 
one of the workers if they intended going further upstream where there were more fallen branches, but 
he was told they had received no instructions to do any more.   
Jennifer Rye saw the team as they were leaving the site about 3.30pm having finished the task early. 
She said there were quite a few of the large diameter logs left on the meadow side of the river, not on 
the river side of the raised path.  She hopes they are too big and heavy to be chucked into the river by 
bored youngsters. Jennifer says the group now need to think about management of the river banks, as 
the Environment Agency are not doing any clearance as far as she knows.  
 
Flood control work 
The Environment Agency have cleared the outfall channel in the south eastern corner of South 
Meadow in readiness for a planned increase in outfall capacity into Peter Pond.  The existing 30cms 
diameter hole into the concrete structure is considered too small to cope with the sort of water flow 
experienced last winter, so the plan is to add a second hole.  They also plan to fix debris gratings at 
both ends of the structure so that flotsam can be trapped and removed externally. 
Regarding the "prettification" of the extended curved wall in the North East corner of North Meadow, I 
think I am correct in saying that chestnut palings will be placed against the vertical faces of the 
sandbags and the top will be soil covered and seeded.  As soon as this is confirmed I will let you know. 
Report from Maurice Lillie  
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Millpond News  
The visiting pair of Mute Swans appear to have settled down on the town millpond despite regular 
conflicts with the resident pair that nested here in the spring, but there has been no serious aggression 
so far as I am aware.  Meanwhile, the swan rejected from the pond, sits alone, nibbling the grass verge 
on Bridgefoot Path.  A pair of Red-breasted Mergansers have been gracing the town millpond for the 
past couple of weeks.   The pond must be well stocked with fish as up to 4 Cormorants have been busy 
over the past week.  The first Tufted Duck of the winter, a male, was on the town millpond on Dec 12.    
Sid Davies saw the two male Ringed Teal on the millpond on Dec 6.  These exotic birds native to South 
America were first seen on Peter Pond on Nov 3 and have also been seen on Langstone Mill Pond.  
Finally, a female Kingfisher that perches on the table near the reeds at the northern end of Peter Pond 
has been providing good views and relatively easy photo opportunities.   
 
Harbour news 
Brent Geese continue to provide a daily spectacle as several hundred of them regularly fly inland from 
Emsworth Harbour over the houses to feed on the winter wheat in the Southbourne fields.   Several 
juvenile Black-tailed Godwits are currently regular in the low water channel near the quay, easily seen 
from the millpond seawall.   They are fine looking birds with soft white edges on their brown wing 
scapulars and their chattering can be heard at some distance.   Wigeon and Teal continue to gather in 
large numbers in the Nore Barn area where the resident Spotted Redshank is sometimes joined by a 
second Spotted Redshank.   On Dec 11, I saw my first Pintail of the winter at Nore Barn, two pairs.   
 
Mystery Chiffchaff  
We normally associate warblers with summer, though Chiffchaff is an exception to the rule.  An 
increasing number of them are not migrating to the Mediterranean with their fellows, but are staying 
here in the south for the winter.  Malcolm Phillips got a photo of one of these over-wintering Chiffchaffs 
on Brook Meadow on Dec 11.  However, this bird's plumage was unusually grey which suggested to 
Peter Milinets-Raby that it might have been a rare Siberian Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita tristis).  
This is an eastern race of Chiffchaff which breeds in coniferous taiga forest from the Ural region 
eastwards and winters mainly in India, though odd birds stray to Western Europe annually in autumn.   
 
Wintering Blackcaps  
Blackcap is another warbler present in winter, mostly in our gardens.  These birds, unlike the wintering 
Chiffchaffs, are not overstaying summer visitors.  Ringing studies have clearly established that they are 
birds that have migrated here from the Continent to escape the cold weather.  Malcolm Phillips 
photographed a female Blackcap on Brook Meadow on Dec 11.  A day later Hilary Wootton had two in 
the garden which clearly indicates they have arrived.   So keep a look out for them on your apples or fat 
balls.  They are particularly partial to homemade sponge cake.   
 
Garden birds 
I am currently getting a continuous flow of birds in my garden in central Emsworth, which is a great 
relief after several months of virtually nothing.  I hope you have too.  I logged 18 species over the past 
couple of weeks, including a very welcome return of Starlings.  But the stars have been the Great 
Spotted Woodpeckers which are now daily visitors.  The female usually feeds on the fat balls, while the 
male (with the red nape) is more adventurous and has even had a go at a sunflower seed holder.   Four 
Greenfinches were good to see on the sunflower hearts along with the regular Goldfinches, though this 
means I am having to fill the feeders every day!    
 
Avocets and Spoonbills 
Barry and Margaret Collins came across an impressive flock of at least 80 Avocets roosting at the 
southern tip of Thorney Island on Dec 3.  These are probably the birds that regularly come into 
Nutbourne Bay to feed.  Barry and Margaret also found three juvenile Spoonbills in the same area.  
These were also seen by Cath Mant in the freshwater lagoon between Snowhill Creek and East Head 
on Dec 13.   Over 40 Spoonbills have been seen on Brownsea Island and near the Arne RSPB centre, 
so there are plenty about.  Another Little Egret type invasion maybe?   
 
Spring is coming 
Ralph Hollins had the first sign of spring today ie a Lesser Celandine flower by the Lymbourne stream 
just south of the Havant bypass, equalling the earliest date that he have ever seen one. 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                       
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 47-48 -  Nov 17 - 30,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session 
Thursday 20th November.  Thirteen volunteers gathered on a still bright morning to participate in two 
main tasks: cutting and clearing a section of the South Meadow; and cutting Osiers for repairing the 
fence around the Ems 'S-bend'.   
All set to work with a will and by tea-time a substantial part of the target area (the Southern end of the 
South Meadow) had been very neatly cut and cleared. Cutting and preparing the Osiers was a more 
substantial job than anticipated but good progress was made.  
The welcome tea break was ably provided by Pam as usual and everyone was very pleased to see 
Lesley who had brought along a new Nature Reserve sign for installation at a later date. 
After tea the 'cut and rake' team finished their section of the South Meadow and went on to help the 
Osier team for the remainder of the session.  
An enjoyable morning with substantial work targets achieved including litter picking! 
Report by Mike Probert 
 
Workday reports and photos - including this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 7th December from 10-12.  Meet as usual at the new HQ tool store in 
the Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Flood protection 
HBC granted permission for a sandbag 'wall' approximately 50x50cms and 80metres long to be placed 
in Brook Meadow 4metres south of and parallel with the south boundary of Rose Cottage.  The ground 
was cleared and the work carried out by a band of volunteers garnered from the residents of the 
Lumley Terraces on Saturday 22nd November.  Maurice Lillie and Jennifer Rye were present during the 
process to monitor the activity on behalf of BMCG.  The purpose of the wall is to be part of the 
protection scheme for the Terraces in the short term.  There is a plan, yet to be ratified for the creation 
of a long term sea and river flood protection comprising a bund approximately 1.2metres high with the 
sandbag wall as its core.  For a full report and photos plus more background to the project go to . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/lumley-road-flood-barrier-2014.html 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brent Goose spectacular 
From the millpond seawall on Nov 28, I witnessed a spectacle the likes of which I have not seen before 
in Emsworth.  There was a huge number of Brent Geese (at least 1,5000) in the harbour and while I 
was there they took off in flocks of 300 or so and flew over the houses along the shore, heading for the 
large fields (of winter wheat?) at Southbourne.  They did not fly direct, but skeins of them swirled 
around in the sky before gradually moving in the Southbourne direction.  Malcolm Phillips saw the same 
spectacle a couple of days later and I guess it is a daily event.  Morning seems to be the best time.  I 
have seen this in previous years and the Southbourne fields are a favourite feeding destination for the 
Brents.   
 
Other harbour news 
Black-tailed Godwits continue to dominate the scene (and my life) in Emsworth Harbour, with well over 
100 birds regularly present in the Nore Barn area, including lots of juveniles.  I don't recall having seen 
so many young Black-tailed Godwits before.  I have seen up to 6 of them in the Nore Barn stream 
feeding with the resident Spotted Redshank.  They must have had a good breeding season.  I had my 
first Ringed Plovers of the year this week, but am still awaiting the arrival of Pintail (the prince of the 
ducks) in the western harbour.  Dunlin are everywhere and Ralph Hollins has also seen Knot on the 
western mudflats, but they have not become regular as yet.   
 
Great Black-backed Gull returns 
This week I saw a Great Black-backed Gull back on Slipper Millpond.  It was most likely one of the 
nesting pair from previous years.   It swam happily around, keeping quite close to the centre raft which, 
at the time, was occupied by 5 Cormorants.  It eventually flew off towards the harbour, but I suspect this 
will be one of many visits as the bird and its mate check out their favoured nesting site.   But will they 
be allowed to stay, I wonder?   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html
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Warblington and Langstone  
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the bird life in the Warblington and Langstone areas and 
sends regular reports to the Emsworth blog with photos of birds of special interest.   Of recent interest 
has been an unusual solitary Wigeon which Peter is convinced is just a juvenile, though Ralph Hollins 
thought it looked rather like a rare American Wigeon.  Less controversial is the winter plumaged Curlew 
Sandpiper that Peter has seen and photographed on the Langstone shoreline.   Peter has also seen  
the two male Ringed Teal on Langstone Mill Pond that we had on Peter Pond in Emsworth in early 
November.  They are native to South America and clearly have come from a wildfowl collection, but are 
in a wandering mood!   In addition to these specials, Peter has recorded most of the regular harbour 
birds in good numbers, including Lapwing, Dunlin, Knot, Grey Plover, Golden Plover, Bar-tailed and 
Black-tailed Godwits and Greenshank.  Inland Peter discovered a Little Owl resting in a large Oak tree, 
between Pook Lane and the Warblington shore.  They have been seen in that area over the years.   
 
Other bird news 
On Brook Meadow the Water Rail still frequents the river near the S-bend, but is elusive.  It was seen 
and photographed by Malcolm Phillips on Nov 27.  It has been here for two months; last year we had 
one until late December, so there is still time to see it, but patience is required!   
Several juvenile Cormorants are currently resident on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond.  Young 
Cormorants are easily distinguished from adults by their very pale, almost white, underparts.   
Chris Oakley has had many good bird sightings on the Hampshire Farm open space, including 
Pheasants, two Kestrels, a Grey Wagtail, Meadow Pipit and a close encounter with a Buzzard.     
Tony Wootton got some excellent photos of a flock of Avocets in flight at Nutbourne on Nov 28.  A  
maximum of 60 have been reported, though they would probably have been just passing through.  
Malcolm Phillips has been going down to Thorney Little Deeps several times recently.  On Nov 24 he 
was lucky enough to get some excellent photos of both male and female Bearded Tits.  These beautiful 
birds are usually in the reedbeds, not east to see, but when they show they show they tend to show 
really well - and quite close to the path.     
Today, Malcolm got two great photos of a Kingfisher on Peter Pond Emsworth, including one with the 
bird in flight!  I don't know how he does it.  See the photo on the Emsworth blog for Nov 30.   
 
Late insects 
The warm weather has encouraged a good number of insects on the wing. On Brook Meadow we have 
a good number of flowers still open, including Hogweed, Wild Angelica, Meadowsweet and Ivy, all of 
which are good nectar sources for late flying insects.  On one morning this week I saw and 
photographed Drone Flies (Eristalis tenax), Hoverflies (Episyrphus balteatus and Syrphus ribesii), 
Yellow Dung Flies (Scathophaga stercoraria) and a Bumblebee (most likely Bombus pratorum).  This 
bee was not entirely unexpected as the queens of that species prefer to set up a new nest rather than 
go into hibernation in a mild winter.  Hence we are likely to see them around.   
As for butterflies, Red Admirals are still being seen here and there on sunny days, along with the 
occasional Comma, Brimstone and Peacock.  Common Darter dragonflies are also still about! 
 
Wrinkled Peach fungus (Rhodotus palmatus)  
Ralph Hollins found this attractive, but rare, fungus with pink-orange caps on a dead log just inside the 
main metal gate leading to the Warblington underpass when coming from Emsworth.  Well worth 
having a look when passing.  I hope it is still there!  Photo on the Emsworth blog for Nov 27.   
 
Selangor Path 
This path runs from the main Havant Road opposite the junction with Selangor Avenue down to Nore 
Barn Woods.  I gather from leaflets in a box at the northern entrance that conservation work is taking 
place along the path and local people are encouraged to join in.  There has already been clearance of 
vegetation from the ditch running beside the path and piles of gravel have been placed for repairing the 
path.  Clearly, the plan is to set up a new conservation group (Friends of the Selangor Path?) which is a 
jolly good idea to get local people involved in looking after their environment.  However, I was not too 
keen on what the leaflet says about planting 'wild flowers'.  From what I recall there are lots of 
interesting resident wild plants already present along the path and it would be a pity rush in and to spoil 
it.  As with all conservation projects the first thing is to establish what is there already with a proper 
survey.   There is an e-mail address to contact if you would like to help in this work . . . 
selangorpath@yahoo.com 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                       
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 45-46 -  Nov 3 - 16,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
CPRE Award 
The award plaque from CPRE, promoted by Southern Co-operative, is now on display near the 
checkouts in the Emsworth Co-op store. Thanks are due to the manager Garry and to Glenn from 
Headquarters of the Co-op for making this possible. We hope that new members will be moved to join 
up when they see this, so membership forms are displayed alongside the award. 
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 20th November from 10-12.  Meet at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Emsworth swans 
On the town millpond, the resident swan pair with their one cygnet continue to rule the roost, keeping all 
other swans at bay, except for the loner which spends much of its time on the grass verge of Bridgefoot 
Path.  I have seen a second pair of swans patrolling the southern section of the pond, which might be 
the same pair that was here last spring and which was constantly in conflict with the resident pair.  It will 
be interesting to see how the situation develops on the millpond as spring approaches.  I guess the 
resident pair will be building their 'litter nest' again by the bridge.  The swan family with two cygnets 
from the Slipper Millpond nest have been in the harbour beneath the quay recently, but they are strictly 
not allowed on the millpond.  This family is identifiable by the pen bird's pink legs and feet.  Meanwhile, 
a dozen or so swans gather in the Nore Barn area, probably including rejects from the town millpond.   
 
Exotic ducks 
On Nov 3 while I was doing my rounds of the millponds, I was very surprised to find an attractive small 
duck which I did not recognise swimming around with the Mallards on Peter Pond.   I took a photo and 
checked my  books and the internet when I got home and discovered it was a male Ringed Teal 
(Callonetta leucophrys).   This is a South American bird with confirmed native breeding only in 
Argentina and Paraguay.  Well, I was even more surprised when I received a photo from Malcolm 
Phillips a few days later of two male Ringed Teal standing side by side on the bank of Peter Pond.  On 
Google there are numerous sites selling Ringed Teal so it is clearly a popular duck for wildfowl 
collections.  Some local collector must be sad at losing these two attractive ducks.   
 
Kingfishers 
We rarely see Kingfishers in the summer, but come winter and they are seemingly everywhere, over 
the meadow, on the river, over millpond and down by the marina.   I get daily reports from people 
delighted to have seen a blue flash as this iconic bird flew swiftly past.   In the past week we have even 
had one perched on the wall at the back of our garden in central Emsworth, that is where the 
Westbrook Stream flows down to the millpond.  That bird did not stay long enough for a photo, but 
Malcolm Phillips did get a cracking shot of a female Kingfisher on Brook Meadow on Nov 14 - see the 
Emsworth blog.  Malcolm had been stalking this bird for weeks and his perseverance and patience 
finally paid off.   If you manage to see a Kingfisher perched the female has a red lower mandible, 
whereas the male's bill is all dark.   
 
Butterflies  
Butterflies have been taking advantage of the warm weather, in particular Red Admirals.  I have seen 
them at various sites around Emsworth, including Brook Meadow, Nore Barn and in my back garden.  
They are now virtually all-year-round butterflies.   Clouded Yellow is another late flying butterfly: two 
have been seen on the Hampshire Farm site in North Emsworth by Chris Oakley over the past couple 
of weeks and Barry Collins also had two on Thorney Island along with a fresh-looking Painted Lady 
nectaring on Ivy.   Speckled Wood is another butterfly likely to be seen on warm winter days.   Whites 
are less common in the winter period, so Brian Lawrence's sighting (and photo) of a Small White on 
Brook Meadow on Nov 15 was significant.    
 
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Garden birds 
Generally, this autumn has been poor for garden birds, no doubt due to an abundance of natural food in 
the countryside.  However, this supply is now diminishing and with the days getting colder and shorter, 
birds will be turning to garden feeders for their regular nutrition.   
This change happened quite suddenly in my central Emsworth garden.  After many weeks of seeing 
hardly anything apart from a daily visit from a female Great Spotted Woodpecker to the fat balls, and 
the odd Woodpigeon and Blackbird, I have had a massive influx over the past two days (Nov 15-16).   I 
have logged 13 species including 4 House Sparrows, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Greenfinches, 2 Goldfinches, 2 
Blue Tits, 2 Great Tits, 2 Long-tailed Tits, 1 Robin, 1 Dunnock, 2 Woodpigeons and 2 Magpies in 
addition to the daily woodpecker.  The crowning glory yesterday (Nov 15) was a bright blue Kingfisher 
which perched very briefly on the back wall where the Westbrook Stream runs down to the town 
millpond.  This was only my 5th garden Kingfisher, my last one being in Jan 2008.  No time for a photo 
this time.   
 
White winged Crow 
Patrick Murphy sent me a photo of a Carrion Crow with white feathers in its wings which has been 
coming into his North Emsworth garden for the past 7-8 years.  Patrick says it is a regular visitor to the 
garden and amuses him and his wife with its behaviour.  Actually, crows are not all that common in 
gardens.  I very rarely see one in my garden, though I do see them flying around.   As for the white in 
the wings, this is not unusual.  I often see crows with these aberrations while sitting in the car in the 
main observation area on Portsdown Hill.   It is usually referred to as leucinism (a partial albinism) and 
occurs in many species of bird, such as the famous Lumley Blackbird.  There are lots of images of 
crows with white patches on their wings on the internet, though exactly what causes the plumage 
aberration is not clear.   Ralph Hollins has a theory that the white in wings might be due to a ‘plastic 
covering’ which surrounds the barbs of growing feathers and which normally splits and drops off when 
the feathers are ready for use.  These can remain as seals, holding in the barbs and giving the 
impression of white feather patches in flight. 
 
Sweet Violets  
While walking along Warblington Road last week I noticed some Sweet Violets flowering on the grass 
verge outside house number 14.   Although Sweet Violets are usually regarded as a spring flower, it is 
certainly not unusual to see them flowering early in mild winters.   I often see them along the verge of 
Warblington Road.  There is also usually a good display of them in St Faith's churchyard in Havant, 
though this year Ralph Hollins regrets they have been totally eliminated by close mowing, he thinks by 
the council in preparation for Remembrance Day.    
 
Hayling Shellfish 
Joyce Sawyer sent me a photo of a cluster of shellfish she found on Hayling beach on Nov 11.  They 
were soft and rubbery and attached by black tubes.  I thought they looked like some sort of mussel, but 
Chris Oakley and Mike Wells came to the rescue saying they were Goose Barnacles.  The shells have  
five shiny white plates with a blue-grey sheen and are attached to debris by a tough stalk.  Although 
Barnacles resemble molluscs they are in fact crustaceans.   This is the group that includes crabs and 
prawns, though barnacles have taken up an attached existence.   
 
Hampshire Farm 
Chris Oakley provides regular reports for the Emsworth blog from the Hampshire Farm open space site 
to the north of Emsworth.   The site is extremely wet with a lot of surface flooding and the water in the 
stream is much higher now but far from bank-full.  But there's still plenty of wildlife to be seen, including 
Buzzards, Black-headed Gulls, Skylarks, late butterflies and flowers.   
See Chris's web site for more information about the site . . . http://www.hampshirefarm.co.uk/ 
 
Bewick's are late 
The first of the winter's Bewick’s Swans has finally turned up at Slimbridge Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
(WWT), the latest arrival since 1969.   They arrived on 6 November -  around two weeks later than 
usual.  Normally these small wild swans, which reliably migrate from Russia to Slimbridge each winter, 
make their first appearance in mid to late October.  This year’s late mild weather and unfavourable wind 
directions delayed their arrival.  Good news was that the first arrivals were a family because the swans 
desperately need more cygnets to bolster the dwindling population. 
See . . . http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/channel/newsitem.asp?c=11&cate=__15701 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                       
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 43-44 -  Oct 20 - Nov 2,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday 2nd November 2014 
At the usual time for setting off to Brook Meadow,  the heavens opened for the third time that morning 
so the intended work session did not take place.  By 10.30 the rain had more or less stopped.  I walked 
to the north meadow found Nigel walking along the gravel path.  Brian and Jennifer were in the field 
looking somewhat bedraggled.  After a brief conversation we noticed the ever reliable Pam, also 
walking along the gravel path, laden with refreshments.  Nigel assisted with the removal of fly-tipped 
hedge prunings, dumped  in Seagull Lane Patch by a neighbour householder.  The five of us then 
enjoyed the coffee and biscuits, lugged to HQ by Pam - it would not have been fair not to consume 
something.  Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 20th November from 10-12.  Meet at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
CPRE Award - The award plaque from the CPRE for best in Hampshire 2014 in the community and 
voluntary category will be on display in our local Co-op from November 3rd for a month. The Co-op was 
the business which sponsored this award, so it makes sense to have it on view there. There will be 
some membership application forms displayed alongside, so if you have yet to renew your 
membership, why not seize this opportunity? Or if you've already done that, talk to other shoppers and 
encourage them to sign up; we need lots of new members to continue the good work we've been able 
to do so far. We also want to encourage more Emsworth people to appreciate the marvellous natural 
space that is Brook Meadow.  Jennifer Rye (Chairman BMCG)  
 
More wall damage - The wall of concrete bags that the Environment Agency built to protect the north 
meadow from flooding has been vandalised yet again.  One of the bags has been wrenched off and 
thrown into the river, leaving a rather nasty looking metal spike.  The Agency has been informed about 
the new damage and BMCG committee is in ongoing discussion with the Agency in to ensure that the 
eventual solution to this problem is acceptable both visually and practically.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Water Rail  
While Malcolm Phillips has been away, we have not had many sightings of the elusive Water Rail on 
Brook Meadow.   However, it is still there, but it is really a matter of luck if you spot it when passing.  I 
was lucky on Oct 22 when I had a good view of it in the river in front of the old gasholder; I also 
managed to get a half decent photo!   Maureen Ballard-Neale phoned to say she had also seen it.  
Malcolm is now back from Cuba and back on patrol.  So, all is well!    
Water Rail is a widespread though rather scarce breeding bird in this country, but is more numerous in 
winter when native birds are augmented by continental immigrants escaping from the cold.     Water 
Rail is a fairly regular winter visitor to Brook Meadow. This one has been here for about 5 weeks.   
 
Brent Geese  
The local harbours are starting to fill up as more and more migrant birds arrive to spend the winter here, 
these include hundreds of Brent Geese whose evocative 'krunking' calls now waft over the mudflats as 
they chatter way to each other.  It also looks as if the Brents have had a good breeding season as 
juveniles are plentiful.  I have seen three families with five juveniles in each over the past week and 
other families with smaller broods.  Juveniles have white bars on their wings.  Brent families tend to 
stay close to the shore, so they are fairly easy to spot, but take your binoculars.    
 
Dead Dolphin 
A Bottle Nosed Dolphin has been found dead on a Langstone shore.  The Dolphin was male and 2.7m 
in length and first seen by a local resident at around 1pm on Wednesday 29th Oct.   No obvious cause 
was clear as to why it stranded but the Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme were contacted 
to collect the body in order to perform an autopsy to determine its cause of death.  There is a web site 
with a photo of the poor Dolphin at . . . http://www.orcaweb.org.uk/news/bottlenose-dolphin-stranding-
in-langstone-harbour 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Black-tailed Godwits  
Black-tailed Godwits are elegant birds with long legs and long bills which tend to feed in flocks of 
around 100 on the mudflats.  They are regular in Emsworth Harbour for much of the winter period and 
can be seen to good effect from the millpond seawall and from the Nore Barn shore.  If you look very 
closely you will see that some of them have coloured rings on their legs.  These are part of a ringing 
scheme to study their migration movements.   So far this season I have seen 10 different colour-ringed 
godwits, many of them being  'old friends' that come back to Emsworth year on year.  A recent welcome 
arrival is a with three coloured rings on each leg (ROL+RLR); it was originally ringed in Kent in 2008, 
but spends most of the winter here with us.     
 
'Spurting' behaviour 
On Oct 24 Tony Wootton went over to Nore Barn and got an excellent photo of the Spotted Redshank 
and a juvenile Black-tailed Godwit feeding together in the stream.  Of particular interest from my point 
of view, the godwit was 'spurting'.  This behaviour, in which a wading bird apparently spurts water from 
its bill during feeding, has been frequently observed in a variety of wading birds in Emsworth, though it 
has the experts scratching their heads as they have no explanation as to what is going on.  I have a 
special web page devoted to 'spurting' behaviour along with lots of photos.    
Go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/spurting.htm 
 
Insects 
The unseasonably warm weather has prompted a good number of butterflies into life.  In addition to the 
ubiquitous Red Admiral, others seen recently include Clouded Yellow, Holly Blue, Small Tortoiseshell 
and Brimstone.  Barry Collins saw an astonishing 20 Clouded Yellows, plus 11 Red Admirals and 1 
Comma on Thorney Island on Oct 31.   Meanwhile, Chris Oakley got a photo of two Clouded Yellows 
mating.  Chris also got photos of several other interesting insects on Hampshire Farm including a Sabre 
Wasp (Rhyssa persuasoria) which gets its name from its very long ovipositor which Chris says it waves 
around like a sword.   
 
Other local news 
Rock Pipits are not uncommon along the Emsworth shoreline at this time of the year and Neill Foster 
was pretty sure he had our first of the winter in Emsworth on the foreshore, between The Fisherman's 
path steps and the old jetty on Oct 26.   Rock Pipit differs from the more common Meadow Pipit by its 
dark legs and generally darker plumage.    
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor the birds along the Warblington and Langstone shorelines, 
where he has seen an amazing variety of birds.  See Peter's regular reports on the Emsworth blog.   
Malcolm Phillips managed to capture an image of a Jay in flight over Brook Meadow on Nov 1st.  Not 
an easy shot to get as Jays are swift fliers.    On the same day, Malcolm also got the best photo of Grey 
Mullett that I have ever seen in Peter Pond.  They looked like they were flying!   
 
State of the UK's birds 
The State of the UK’s Birds 2014 report by the British Trust for Ornithology highlights the trends for 59 
winter migrant birds and 29 summer migrants.  Winter migrants are doing much better than summer 
migrants.  There are variations in the fortunes of the summer migrants depending on where they winter 
with particularly dramatic declines in species wintering in the humid zones of central Africa (the Guinea 
savannah and forest), including Turtle Dove, House Martin, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and 
Nightingale.   In contrast, species wintering in the arid Sahelian areas of Africa show less decline 
overall, eg Sand Martin, Whitethroat and Sedge Warbler.   
The full report is at . . . http://bto-enews.org/IG4-2TMR2-3RN36S-1B6ZDP-0/c.aspx    
For Cuckoo news see . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXN-2V45G-3GJW16-1AMP13-0/c.aspx 
 
Nightingale survey  
The BTO survey conducted in 2012-2013 of breeding Nightingales in Sussex has just been published 
and here is a very brief summary of its main findings.     
1. Most strikingly, the survey found no evidence for a decline in Nightingale numbers in Sussex since 
the previous national survey conducted by the BTO in 1999.    
2. There has been a continuing shift towards scrub as being the most important habitat type for 
Nightingales and there is also an association with wet habitats such as ponds, streams and ditches. 
However, overall, the range of Nightingales in the UK is contracting towards the south-east and the 
continent, though it is interesting to note that this range contraction is occurring despite a projected 
northward expansion in response to climate change.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                       
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 41-42 -  Oct 6-19,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Thursday 16th October 2014 
Luckily, our workday co-incided with a fine sunny day with just slippery underfoot conditions for the 18 
volunteers to contend with. After the briefing, we initially split into 5 groups to cover some of the many 
tasks awaiting us at this busy time of year. 
Pam headed a small team tasked to smooth and repair the northern most gravel path parallel to the 
railway line which was damaged during the recent flood prevention works by the EA, while Nigel and 
Mike did some much needed willow pruning near to the north bridge, steps and sign-case. 
The main task was to complete the Power Scythe cutting of the wild flower area of the north meadow 
which we do every year in order to maintain its character. Tony and Phil operated the machine whilst 
many others volunteers including Pam’s small team worked with great persistence and endeavour to 
rake, bag and shift the heavy arisings to the nearby dumping area.  This strenuous work carried on 
throughout the morning, with only the mid session tea break to provide some relief.  
Clearance of the many Crack Willows which have fallen across the river south of the ‘S’ bend, is 
another major job which we have to do in order to maintain the Water Vole habitat. This difficult job 
involves working in and alongside the river and will be tackled progressively over the future work 
sessions. Tony returned to the job for the second time and worked through the morning with others, 
making some good progress in exposing the skeletons of the fallen trees for later removal and clearing 
debris from the river in the process.   
Frank led the usual litter pick group and, unusually, they found very little during their rounds of the 
whole site including Palmers Road Copse.   
Many thanks to Brian for supporting the Volunteers efforts and to Pam for the coffee / tea / biscuits at 
the mid session break.  Report by Wally Osborne.  
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday November 2nd from 10-12.  Meet at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Annual General Meeting - The AGM of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group was held in the Parish 
Hall near St James church this year on October 17th, and all agreed that the advantages of the larger 
venue more than made up for the slightly less convenient parking arrangements. About 40 members 
were present. The usual business was conducted in the first half of the evening, with reports from the 
chairwoman Jennifer Rye and the Treasurer Pam Phillips on the year's activities.  Dave Lee and Lesley 
Harris, who were retiring from committee duties, were thanked for their great contribution over the 
years. The following people were re-elected to the committee: 
Chair: Jennifer Rye, Minutes secretary: Debbie Robinson, Treasurer: Pam Phillips 
Other committee members Wally Osborne, Maurice Lillie and David Search. Another volunteer from the 
floor will be co-opted on to the committee in due course.  There is a photo of the retiring committee on 
the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
After  a short break for refreshments, during which several members were able to renew their 
membership, the meeting was entertained and instructed by a lively presentation from Jon Stokes of 
the Tree Council on the importance of hedgerows and their maintenance. Jon's  historical 
interpretations of hedgerow history were fascinating, along with his suggestions for future hedgerow 
management. Some hedgerow plants and trees have been offered for planting on the Meadow, and it is 
hoped this will take place this autumn. The meeting was closed soon after nine p.m. Jennifer Rye  
 
New flood defence - Recent work carried out by the Environment Agency to prevent future flooding of 
the north meadow by raising the brick wall by the railway bridge, and repairing the eroded river bank 
with concrete-filled bags, has been vandalised. Repairs have been put in hand which will, hopefully, 
render the works more vandal-proof, and further work is planned to improve the appearance of the 
bagged section. In the longer term, this acute bend in the river may need more flood-proofing 
construction, so the bagged section should be seen as a temporary measure which may well need to 
be replaced before too long with something more aesthetically pleasing. Your committee is fully 
engaged with the Environment Agency in ensuring that the eventual solution is acceptable both visually 
and practically.  There is a photo of the wall on the Emsworth blog for Oct 14.   
Jennifer Rye  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html


WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Harbour news 
Brent Geese have arrived in Emsworth Harbour and their gentle 'kronking' calls can be heard wafting 
over the mudflats.   There are some juveniles among them with white wings bars, but it will be some 
time before the overall breeding success becomes clear.  There was a good flock of 58 Black-tailed 
Godwits feeding on the green weed shore near the town this afternoon.   
Wigeon and Teal are now gathering in the bay at Nore Barn, their whistling calls quite atmospheric.  
Some of them come close enough for you to admire their attractive plumage.  Shelduck tend to be 
further out in the channels.  Pintail are expected fairly soon.   
Meanwhile, keep a look out for Kingfishers, there are plenty of them around the harbour, millponds and 
streams.  You might be lucky to see one perched.  
Anne de Potier told me she had seen the colour-ringed Spotted Redshank (W+GY) in the stream in 
Nutbourne Bay.  However, the regular colour-ringed Greenshank (GY+GY) which has been a 
Nutbourne regular for 10 years has not yet turned up.   Peter Milinets-Raby gets occasional sightings of 
the other colour-ringed Spotted Redshank (W+GR) on the Warblington shore.   
 
Nore Barn news 
The Spotted Redshank is settling back into its usual feeding routine for the 11th winter running and can 
usually be seen feeding in the small stream 2-3 hours either side of high water.  Its regular feeding 
companion the Greenshank now has coloured rings on its legs; it was one of the birds recently caught 
and ringed by Pete Potts and his team on Thorney Island.  Pete told me he has now got data from the 
GPS tracking devices that he put on some of the Greenshank; they show that the birds went variously 
to Scotland, Norway and Sweden to breed.    
A juvenile Black-tailed Godwit has also been feeding in the Nore Barn stream with the Spotted 
Redshank.  The juvenile has a gingery neck and chest and pale fringes on its flight feathers; adults are 
generally very pale all over at this time of the year.  Interestingly, we also had a solitary juvenile Godwit 
in the Nore Barn stream at this time last year, though, obviously not the same one!   
 
Hampshire Farm 
The Hampshire Farm public open space area to the north of Emsworth is not as yet officially open to 
the public.  However, it is easy enough to walk around the site behind the new housing estate called 
Redlands Grange.  Chris Oakley has been monitoring the wildlife and other events on site over the past 
two years and has started a web site which provides a valuable photographic record of the birds, 
mammals, insects and flowers that abound on the site along with the results of some astonishing 
archeological discoveries.  See . . . http://www.hampshirefarm.co.uk/ 
 
Bird strikes 
Patrick Murphy had a Woodpigeon crash into his dining room window leaving an imprint of dust on the 
window.  Patrick said the bird got up and immediately flew away.  Tough creatures these birds.   
Patrick also sent me a photo from one his neighbours of a Firecrest that had flown into their kitchen 
window.  The neighbour got a photo, before the bird flew, to confirm it was in fact a Firecrest with a 
distinct white 'eyebrow' and not a Goldcrest.   That is a star garden bird!    
 
Harbour Seals 
Doug Outram was fortunate to get a good vew of a Common Seal as it swam in the bay at Nore Barn 
on Oct 7.  Numbers of Seals in the local harbours have been increasing over the years and currently  
are thought to stand at about 28.  See . . . http://www.conservancy.co.uk/page/seals/375/ 
 
Late insects 
The Michaelmas Daisies on Brook Meadow provide an excellent source of nectar for late flying insects.  
Red Admirals make good use of these flowers as well as Bumblebees.  Queens will be still around 
prospecting for new nest sites and the occasional worker collecting pollen.   I spotted an all ginger 
Bumblebee - Bombus pascuorum which is one of the last Bumblebees to disappear in the autumn.  
Hoverflies are also attracted to the flowers, including the distinctive Helophilus pendulus.   
 
Waiting room display   
I have up-dated the wildlife display board in the refurbished waiting room on Emsworth Railway Station.  
The waiting room is now warm and nicely decorated and has tables and chairs where you can have a 
coffee and a cake from the cafe.  A very pleasant and friendly environment.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm            
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 39-40 -  Sep 22 - Oct 5,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday 5th October 2014 
15 volunteers presented themselves at HQ in Seagull Lane patch, including one new one, welcome 
Colin. The tasks for the day were outlined, tools collected, and a good morning’s work was achieved. 
The flower rich part of the north meadow was cut with the power scythe, the arisings bagged and 
dragged to the deposit site. This was hard work as the growth has been so luxuriant, so there is still  
more to do there. 
Tree work was carried out on a couple of broken willow branches nearby, and the cuttings used to 
block an occasional path from the north meadow to the raised north path. Now the works in the NE 
corner have been completed, the usual path up there has been re-opened. 
Litter picking throughout the site was accomplished as well. Thanks to Pam for refreshments, and all 
volunteers for their hard work. 
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 16th October from 10-12.  Meet at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
New flood defence 
Building up the brick wall and repairing the eroded river bank in the north-east corner of the meadow is 
now complete.  It is a hefty construction, but should fulfil its main job in keeping the river off Brook 
Meadow.  We have been assured that the sandbag extension to the brick wall (containing over 400 
bags) is secure from vandalism as the bags are filled with concrete and fixed with spikes.   The barriers 
have been removed and it is now possible again to walk around the north path.  The contractors will be 
clearing their work site on the Seagull Lane patch on Monday after attending to the repair of the 
junction between the path and the eastern end of the north bridge which has been damaged.   Jennifer 
Rye says "workers Steve, Ash and Bob have done a good job and it has been a pleasure to have such 
hard working and pleasant men on site".   
See photo on web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
CPRE Award for Brook Meadow  
Report by Jennifer Rye, Chairman of Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
On Friday, September 26th, Lesley Harris and I drove over to Itchen Abbas Village Hall for the 
Hampshire branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England Award evening.  We knew that Brook 
Meadow had been short listed for an award in the 'Community and Voluntary Involvement' section, and, 
as one in five, we thought there was at least a slight chance of winning. Lesley had filled in the 
application form, back in early August, and I had followed up by guiding the two judges round the 
Meadow in mid August. We set up our stall with photos and leaflets describing Brook Meadow, and 
then went around sussing out the opposition. Groups from all over Hampshire had been invited to 
apply, so the competition was quite tough. 
The evening was organised by the Hampshire branch of the CPRE, with the Southern Co-operative as 
the host, and the sponsor for our particular award. We were absolutely delighted to be awarded the first 
prize in our category, with a warm endorsement of our enthusiasm, and appeal to a wide section of 
members and volunteers for our Conservation Work in an area close to the heart of our community. 
Photos of us with the sponsors, and with the Mayor of Havant, Marjorie Smallcorn, attest to our triumph. 
The award placard is going to be displayed in the local Co- op store in the High Street, and will also be 
in show at our forthcoming AGM on October 17. We'll hope to see many of our members there.  
Photos are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Annual General Meeting - Friday October 17th at 7pm in the Parish Hall by St James Church, access 
from St James Road, or through the Community Centre car park.  The usual business of the evening 
will be conducted first, with reports and elections.  After a break, there will be a presentation by Jon 
Stokes of the Tree Council.  Jon is an inspiring speaker, passionate about trees and hedgerows, and 
he will be well worth hearing.   Please come along and give us support.  Jennifer Rye  
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Water Rail  
On Sep 22 Malcolm Phillips spotted the first Water Rail of the winter period in Brook Meadow just below 
the S-bend in the river.   The rail has been seen several times over the past 2 weeks, though it is by no 
means an easy bird to spot as it is able to slide through dense bankside vegetation with hardly a stir.  
Water Rails are fairly regular on Brook Meadow at this time of the year and sometimes stay for a while.  
Last year we had one also by the S-bend for about 4 weeks from mid-Nov to mid-Dec.     
 
Water Voles  
Water Voles have been very scarce on Brook Meadow this year.  Even Malcolm Phillips has only had 
one sighting of one below the south bridge over the past two weeks.  There have been no sightings 
elsewhere along the river, though that is not all that surprising considering the overgrown state of the 
river banks.   The Environment Agency have told us that the river does not need clearing, which is very 
surprising after the severe floods last winter.  Clearly, management of the river and the banks is as 
important as the grassland and the Water Voles also need some help after that disastrous winter.  It 
would certainly be a great shame to see the river disappear under a jungle of shrub 
PS  Hampshire Wildlife Trust reports that the Water Voles at Winnall Moor near Winchester have 
recovered from the winter flooding and are doing well.  So, maybe there is hope for ours too!    
 
Wild flowers 
As the end of the growing season approaches, so the number of wild flowers decreases.  Common 
Fleabane, which has provided such a great showing of bright yellow colour on Brook Meadow this 
summer, is pretty well finished leaving just brown seedheads, though these are not unattractive as 
indoor vase decorations.   Other flowers are still going strong including Hogweed, Red Clover, Bristly 
Ox-tongue, White Dead-nettle and Common Comfrey.  Michaelmas Daisies are now fully open in most 
areas and are providing a welcome source of nectar for late flying insects.   Late flowering grasses are 
also prominent on the north meadow, including Cocksfoot, False Oat-grass and Tall Fescue.    
 
Grasshoppers  
Following Chris Oakley's discovery of Field Grasshoppers with reddish pronotums on the Hampshire 
Farm open space area, John Arnott provided some useful information about these tiny creatures (see 
the Emsworth blog for Sep 23).  Grasshoppers vary a lot in colour and pattern and the Field 
Grasshopper is particularly variable.  John gave a link to a useful website for grasshoppers including 
sound files of their 'songs' . . . www.orthoptera.org.uk 
John is particularly interested in the use of bat detectors to identify grasshopper songs, as described in 
the last bulletin.  John took his bat detector onto Brook Meadow again on Sep 20.   He heard nothing in 
the south meadow, but as he mounted the bund by the seat he said "the detector came alive in my 
hands as it picked up all the Long-winged Coneheads in the long grass ahead.  It was just like entering 
a room full of people all chattering away to each other".   
 
Spotted Redshank returns 
The main harbour news of the week was the return of the Spotted Redshank to Nore Barn for the 11th 
year running on Friday 3rd Sep.   I had been checking the stream daily, more in hope than expectation, 
but on a beautiful warm autumn morning there it was!   I watched it for 30 minutes or so as it snoozed 
on one leg, opening one eye from time to time, and occasionally having a stretch.   Eventually, it made 
its way down into the stream where it was joined by a colour-ringed Greenshank, probably its old 
feeding companion from previous years, which I think has been recently ringed.  It looked totally 'at 
home'.  Rob Hill of HBC arrived just in time to have a look at the famous bird in my scope.  See the 
special Spotted Redshank web page for all the details of previous dates . . .    
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Other news 
Maurice Lillie and his dog discovered a huge jellyfish washed up on the shore of the Wickor Bank on 
West Thorney.  This was most likely to have been a Barrel Jellyfish of which there has been an influx 
along the south coast this year.  See the blog for Sep 25 for more information.   
On Sep 25, I and other passers by were entertained by the struggles of a Cormorant to swallow an Eel 
on Peter Pond.   It fought with the wriggling Eel for a few minutes before finally managing to gulp it 
down.  On the same occasion, from the Hermitage Bridge, I spotted a shoal of small fish, probably Sea 
Trout from their spots.   
   
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm            
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 37-38 -  Sep 8-21,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday 7th September 2014 
A total of 12 volunteers gathered at HQ to be greeted by the sight of a contractor’s compound on the 
recently cleared area of the Seagull Lane patch. This will be in place until improvements to the retaining 
wall where the River Ems comes under the railway are complete. 
Apart from the traditional litter picking, the main task for the day was to make an impact on the 
overgrown area of the Seagull Lane Patch. Maurice and Jennifer took turns on the overworked power 
scythe with the other volunteers concentrating on removing the arisings, clearing the fence line and 
weeding around the young saplings. After a much needed coffee break dispensed by Pam, coinciding 
with a refreshing rain shower, the group returned to their tasks with renewed vigour. By the time it came 
to cease work daylight was again flooding the patch. The increased size of the spoil heaps bearing 
testament to the amount of undergrowth removed. 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who took part. Report by Ian Newman 
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 5th October from 10-12.  Meet at the new HQ tool store in the Seagull 
Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Penny Aylett -  It was good to see so many members of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group at 
Penny's funeral at Havant Crematorium on September 19th.   The service was conducted by Rev 
Simon Sayers.  We sang two very tuneful hymns and there was an excellent eulogy from Penny's friend 
and neighbour over many years, Paddy Naylor, which added many interesting details about Penny's 
life.   The service ended with a surprise piece, Abba singing 'The Dancing Queen', which was a 
favourite of Penny's.  What a brilliant way to end a funeral!    Report by Brian Fellows  
 
Remembrance pages -  I have now completed two remembrance pages in memory of Penny Aylett on 
the Brook Meadow web site.  One page contains a selection of photos of Penny working with others on 
Brook Meadow over the years from Year 2000.  The other page consists of written tributes and 
memories of Penny.  Go to . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-penny-aylett.html 
If you wish to add anything, please send words to . . . brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Forthcoming AGM : Attention all members! 
The AGM  will be on Friday October 17th at 7pm.  Please note it will take place at a different venue 
from last year - the Parish Hall by St James Church, access from St James Road, or through the 
Community Centre car park.  There is no dedicated parking by the Hall, but it's accessible from the 
Palmers Road car park again through the Community centre.  This venue will give us more space to set 
out the usual literature, guides and information packs, many for sale, as well as display the boards with 
current photos of the Meadow and work parties.   If you were disappointed at the Emsworth Show 
because of the torrential rain, come along and view the new photo displays. 
The usual business of the evening will be conducted first, with reports and elections.  Could you be the 
new secretary we are still looking for?   After a break, there will be a presentation by Jon Stokes of the 
Tree Council.  Jon is an inspiring speaker, passionate about trees and hedgerows, and he will be well 
worth hearing.   We'll look forward to seeing many of you at the AGM, 7pm at the Parish Hall on 
October 17th.  Please come along and give us support.  Jennifer Rye  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow  
Malcolm Phillips, with great patience and sharp eyes, regularly patrols Brook Meadow with his camera 
at the ready.  On Sep 19 he was rewarded following a long vigil on the south bridge with a photo of a 
Water Vole feeding on river vegetation beneath the bridge.   Thank goodness they are still there!   It 
has been almost a month since we (ie Malcolm) saw one.  This was our 54th sighting of the year, which 
is far fewer than last year, though they did have those floods to contend with.   
Malcolm also got some photos of birds plundering the red berries which have been abundant on the 
Rowan plantation this year; in the past week he got an acrobatic Magpie and a young Blackbird.   But 
the berries are disappearing rapidly and there will certainly be none left for any Waxwings!      
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Autumn fruits 
Birds have been taking advantage of the abundance of natural fruits in the countryside this year, which 
means they have not been tuirning up in gardens.  My feeders have been empty for weeks.  However, 
this situation is bound to change once winter gets a grip, so don't give up on them!      
Chris Oakley regularly walks around the open space area of the Hampshire Farm site where he says  
the hedge fruits are at their peak with the Sloes the best he has ever seen them.  They make nice 
home made wine, if you have the patience!    
As for Blackberries, most people seem to agree although there are plenty on the bushes, they are 
smaller than usual.  My favourite picking bushes are in the fields behind Westbourne Avenue on the 
path to Westbourne near where I used to live.   
 
Insects 
Ivy flowers are now open in town and gardens around the town and will provide a rich nectar source for 
a late flying insects.  The Ivy hedge in my garden is currently attracting a variety of bees and flies, with 
the occasional Comma, Red Admiral, Holly Blue and white butterfly turning up too.   
A bright yellow male Brimstone butterfly was fluttering around the Seagull Lane patch during the work 
session on Sep 18th.  We usually associate the Brimstone with early spring when the adults emerge 
from hibernation to look for mates and egg-laying sites.  But there is also a late summer brood which 
gorge themselves on nectar, sometimes well into October, in preparation for hibernation.   
John Arnott was on Brook Meadow with his bat detector to look for bush-crickets on the evening of 11th 
September.  John said the long grass areas across the reserve were full of Long-winged Coneheads.  
Even more numerous were Dark Bush-crickets on the Bramble patches.  He said there were some 
Speckled Bush-crickets around but not many and he got one brief Roesel's Bush-cricket on the west 
side of the north meadow.  All these have previously been recorded on Brook Meadow.   
 
Spiders 
Autumn is, of course, the prime time of year for spiders.  The orb webs of the familiar Garden Spiders 
(Araneus diadematus) are everywhere, suspended, sometimes precariously, from vegetation.   
Less common is the magnificent Wasp Spider (Argiope bruennichi) which Malcolm Phillips got a photo 
of on Brook Meadow during the past week.   This spider gets its name from its resemblance to a wasp, 
though it does not sting.  Some prefer the name Golden Orb spider, as it is golden and builds a fine orb 
web with a stabilimentum.  We usually only see the large female spiders; the male is tiny in comparison 
and I gather often gets eaten after mating.   
Another spider to look out for is the Four-spot Spider (Araneus quadratus) which has an extremely 
rounded abdomen and four prominent pale spots on the back.  It builds a web, but usually waits on the 
side for prey to get entangled.   
The Nursery-web Spider (Pisaura mirabilis) does not build a web to catch its prey, but hunts for insects 
and other prey in nettle beds and dense vegetation.  You can often see them in the autumn sunbathing 
on nettle leaves with it front two legs on each side extending forward.  It gets it name as the female 
spins a silken tent over a cocoon of eggs and stands guard until the spiderlings hatch.   
 
Harbour news 
This week we had an unprecedented influx of Redshank into Emsworth Harbour.  I counted 234 in the 
eastern harbour on Sep 17 - the previous best was 178 in Oct 2008.   Among them was a colour-ringed 
Redshank - one of about 60 caught and ringed by Pete Potts and his team on Thorney on Sep 13.    
I was also pleased to welcome back an 'old friend, namely Black-tailed Godwit ringed WO+LWflag.  
This bird was ringed in Iceland in July 2010 as a male chick and is easy to pick up as one of the rings 
has a small white 'flag' attached.  It has been a regular early winter visitor to Emsworth Harbour each 
year since 2010, though this was the earliest I have recorded it in Emsworth.     
We have also seen arrival of the first of the wintering ducks in Emsworth Harbour.  On Sep 17 a flock of 
over 100 Teal was on the western mudflats off Western Parade, then a couple of days later two Wigeon 
were in the channel near Nore Barn.  Numbers should build up as winter sets in.   
Brent Geese have been seen in Langstone Harbour, but only in small numbers as yet.  It will be a few 
weeks before we see any in Emsworth Harbour.   
 
Swan rescue 
Jackie-Michelle Daines was a hero at Canoe Lake, Southsea on Friday 19th September when she 
rescued a swan that had got tangled up in a fishing line and lead weight with the hook embedded in its 
beak.  Using a pair of nail clippers borrowed from an onlooker, Jackie managed to free the swan which 
was able to swim off at the end.  Read the full story on the Emsworth blog for September 20th.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm            
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Thursday 21st August 2014 
A magnificent band of 20 volunteers, including 2 new ones, met at our new Seagull Lane HQ on a fine 
dry morning, looking keen, ready and able. The briefing quickly outlined the 3 main tasks, namely the 
cutting and clearing of the SE corner of the South Meadow, preparing the area around the HQ for the 
upcoming ‘opening ceremony’ and finally the always-necessary litter pick right around the site. As ever, 
many other jobs materialised as the morning progressed. 
Mike’s team were faced with matted grass, bramble and prolific bindweed because the SE corner had 
not been cut last year but persistence in cutting, raking and bagging away paid off so that by midday it 
was done. A great effort with everyone sweating buckets.  
Jennifer’s team set about clearing a decent area around HQ; with strimmer, shears and rakes plus 
Tony wielding a traditional Scythe very effectively so that we are now ready greet our guest and 
benefactors. 
Nigel had spent some home time repairing our Pole Saw and he most of the morning pruning the many 
Crack Willows, which overhang most of the gravel paths around the site. Phil had also been busy at 
home making some reinforcing angle iron metal strips for the ‘Local Nature Reserve’ signs, one of 
which was recently vandalised. He and Ute did a great job on all of them during the morning and we 
can only hope that the vandals desist or move on. 
Thanks to all the Volunteers for their efforts and to Pam for providing for the tea / coffee at the morning 
break, despite having a painful sting on her arm. Thanks also to Brian for advising and recording events 
with his trusty camera.   Report by Wally Osborne 
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session (and others) are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 7th September from 10-12.  Meet at the new HQ tool store in the 
Seagull Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
New secretary required - We are delighted that Lesley Harris, our dedicated and tireless Secretary, is 
continuing to recover from her recent stroke, and I'm sure we all wish her a full return to health and 
energy. It has become obvious though that we shall have to find a replacement for her on the 
Committee. If you think you could offer any time to this, do please get in touch with me, or any other 
committee member for a job description. Briefly, the role entails servicing the monthly committee 
meetings, and the AGM, constructing agendas, liasing with Havant Borough Council for a twice-yearly 
meeting with one of the officers, and handling phone and email enquiries. It does not need to include 
minute taking.  Lesley expanded the role to include some aspects of publicity, but a new secretary 
would not have to cover these.   
Do please consider whether you might be able to take on some or all of these roles. BMCG will not be 
able to continue building on our present level of success without some more input. Could that person 
be you?   Jennifer Rye - jenniferrye01@gmail.com  Phone: 01243 376926. 
 
Flood control work - The Environment Agency are soon going to start works to raise and extend the 
curved brick wall at the North East corner of the meadow, to prevent further erosion of the bank of the 
River Ems at that point, and hopefully to prevent flooding.  Last winter the extensive flooding at that 
point caused water inundation of both the north meadow itself, and also houses in Lumley Terrace.  
The committee are in contact with the Agency about these proposals, which have been approved by 
Havant Borough Council. We feel confident that there will be no adverse effect upon the ecology of the 
meadow. 
 
Emsworth Show - The Brook Meadow Conservation Group will be having its usual stall at the show on 
Monday Bank Holiday along with new display boards showing the work of the group over the years and 
the wildlife that can be seen on the meadow.  See you there.  Fingers crossed for the weather!    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
There has not been much activity on the Water Vole front on Brook Meadow over the past two weeks, 
apart from a sighting of a young Water Vole behind the new sign north of the bulrushes on Aug 15 by 
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Pam Phillips, the first one she had seen for months.  Water Voles have also been seen further up the 
Ems Valley at Watersmeet Pond where Portsmouth Water Co are planning some restoration work.   
 
Black-tailed Godwits  
I counted 94 Black-tailed Godwits on the mudflats in Emsworth Harbour (east).   They are also starting 
to turn up at Nore Barn which is their preferred winter feeding area.   Among them were three colour-
ringed birds, including LY+RO (lime over yellow on the left leg and red over orange on the right leg).  
This is an interesting bird.  It was ringed in Iceland on territory as breeding male in 2003 which makes it 
at least 12 years old.  It has been seen in Emsworth each autumn since then, but it is a great traveller 
and has also been spotted in Ireland France and Portugal.   
 
Warblington news 
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to log the birds along the Warblington shore for the Emsworth Wildlife 
blog.  On Aug 22 Peter counted an astonishing 152 Ringed Plover, plus 10 Yellow Wagtails in amongst 
a herd of cattle next to the farm barn.  It is interesting that we don't get the variety of birds in Emsworth 
that Peter sees just a couple of miles up the coast at Warblington, but Emsworth Harbour is certainly 
'the place' for Black-tailed Godwits.     
 
Other bird news 
Malcolm Phillips got a photo of only the second Spotted Flycatcher ever to be seen on Brook Meadow 
on Aug 23.  Its most distinctive features are a big dark eye and spiky black bill.  It is a summer visitor to 
Hampshire nesting mainly in the New Forest, but Malcolm's bird is likely to be a bird moving through 
the area from breeding further north.  Winters in Tropical Africa.   
Ralph Hollins saw a Turtle Dove on the overhead electric cables on North Thorney on Aug 20.   I 
checked the following day, but it had gone.  Let's hope it dodges the Maltese guns.   
 
Insects 
Mint Moth (Pyrausta aurata) is a tiny, but attractive day flying moth, which we have had fluttering 
around the garden for the past week where it is attracted to mint plants.  The flower heads of Wild 
Angelica attract lots of insects, mostly bees and hoverflies, but look out for an attractive yellow and 
black Long Horn Beetle (Strangalia maculata) that is often seen feeding at this time of the year.    
While on Thorney Island on Aug 20, Malcolm Phillips got a unique photo of a Clouded Yellow in full 
flight, showing its conspicuous back wing tips.   
 
Roe Deer droppings 
On Aug 20 I found a group of Roe Deer droppings close to Beryl's seat on the east side of Brook 
Meadow.  They were in several clusters of shiny back pellets and looked very fresh.  I assume they 
were from a deer passing through the meadow, though I have had no sightings reported this year.  
 
Wax Moths and Bumblebees 
I was given an old Tree Bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum) nest in a bird box by a friend and when I 
dismantled the nest I discovered lots of tiny yellow grubs crawling around.  These were not the larvae of 
the bees, as I first thought, but of the Wax Moth (Aphomia sociella) which is parasitic on bees.  This 
small moth enters the nest undetected at night when nest activity is at it lowest to lay its eggs.  The 
grubs then tunnel through the nest, leaving a tough silk screen to hide behind in relative safety from the 
bumblebees.    
However, our resident Bumblebee expert Bryan Pinchen said we should not worry too much as these 
moths are part and parcel of the bumblebees life and the bees are usually successful in rearing new 
queens and males before the moths get too rampant.   Bryan say Badgers are a much bigger problem 
for Bumblebees as they rip open and destroy many nests.   
 
Bee-eater news 
Many thousands of birdwatchers have been attracted to the National Trust’s Wydcombe estate on the 
Isle of Wight where a pair of Bee-eaters, which usually nest in southern Europe, have bred successfully 
for the first time in the UK for 12 years.   Four chicks have fledged on thanks to a joint protection 
operation by the National Trust, the RSPB and Isle of Wight naturalists.  If these survive, it will be the 
most successful ever Bee-eater breeding attempt in the UK.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm              
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday August 3rd 2014 
A new chapter was begun on Sunday with the start of the workday at the Seagull Lane patch, 
celebrating the commissioning of the new Tool Store. There was some discussion on an appropriate 
name for this grand edifice, ‘tool store’ and ‘shed’ seeming hardly to do it justice. HQ perhaps? 
We were delighted to welcome Lynda Harris, who joined us for the work session, and brought very 
welcome news of her mother’s slow but steady improvement after her recent stroke. We were also 
pleased to welcome another new volunteer, Malcolm, who has only just moved in to the area and 
promised to bring his own tools next time, when he has had a chance to unpack them.  
Following a week of extensive cutting on the central and north meadow by Martin Cull , it was a relief to 
know that we could concentrate on making the paths on the south meadow more walker-friendly, by 
trimming back overhanging brambles and other invasive plants.  
An unpleasant but necessary job was the clearing of a vast scatterage of litter, including numbers of 
broken bottles and other unsavoury items, from the Palmers Road copse area behind the bottle banks 
in the car park. There had also been some very tiresome vandalism to the water vole sign case and the 
adjacent wire on the fence.  Fortunately Phil was able to make the cut metal safe, and we plan to do a 
more thorough and hopefully vandal proof repair as soon as possible. These episodes of damage and 
litter have been reported to both HBC and the Police who will monitor the area in future. 
The rest of the site was also cleared by Frank with his trusty litter-picker, and all the sign cases were 
given a thorough clean and polish by Ylva. 
After the usual coffee and biscuits break (thanks Pam), tree work was undertaken; some dead 
branches lopped from the willow just north of the north bridge, and more willow trimming in Palmers 
Road copse, where another large fallen willow branch was threatening one of the newly planted alders. 
In addition, the willow which had been trimmed to allow Martin’s tractor cab on to the meadow at the 
Lumley Gate entrance was cut up, and used to make another dead hedge beside the raised causeway 
path between the S-bend and the sluice, where a new warning notice about dogs had to be installed to 
replace the previous one. If members see dog-owners allowing their dogs into the river except at the 
designated ‘dog splash zones’ maybe they would like to reinforce the guidance notices, put there to 
protect water vole habitat. It was an excellent work session, and we are grateful to all 17 of our reliable 
volunteers who turned out to make it so.   Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Workday reports and photos - of this work session and all others are on the web site at . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014b.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 21st August from 10-12.  Meet at the new tool shed in the Seagull 
Lane patch.  Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Annual cut of grassland - Martin Cull has completed the annual cutting of the grassland on Brook 
Meadow using his magnificent red machine.   Most of the north meadow and the centre meadow has 
been cut and the cuttings moved to the edge of the meadow as usual.  This is, by far, the most 
important management activity of the year.  Photos are on the web site.   
 
Lesley Harris  
Jennifer Rye reports that Lesley is making excellent progress back to full health after her recent stroke. 
Lynda her daughter was able to update us all when she attended the recent Sunday workday. Lesley is 
having regular daily physio, and is on the way to a full if slow recovery in due course. She is 
undertaking all her usual activities, albeit at a slower rate than before. We all send our love and best 
wishes for a complete return to full health eventually.  All queries to Jennifer or Maurice.     
 
The tool store 
Thanks to extremely hard work by Maurice and a number of other volunteers, the new tool store on the 
Seagull Lane patch is now fully operational, and well stocked. As a result, future workdays will 
commence there at 10am rather than at the Lumley gate. There is limited car parking available there. 
 
Drag bags 
We've got a number of these surplus to our requirements. If any member could use some, come along 
to a workday to collect them, or contact a committee member with your request.  They are large hard 
wearing bags with handles in which builders' supplies like gravel are delivered.  Queries to Jennifer.  
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WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
Jeff Fleming was back on Brook Meadow on Aug 7 - remember Jeff in his hide a couple of years back 
where he spent hours watching for Water Voles.  Well, he did not need a hide this time as a young vole 
obligingly popped up in front of him on the river bank by the old gasholder.   
Malcolm Phillips went over to Havant on Aug 9 and said the Water Voles were abundant on the pond 
where the old Dolphin pub used to be.  He got some excellent photos.  No floods there?  
 
Molehills 
I was to see lots of fresh molehills that have sprung up on the recently cut areas of the meadow.  I do 
not associate molehills with summer, but rather with the beginning of spring when the males extend 
their burrows.   However, burrows have another important function at this time of the year, namely 
providing food for the inhabitants. The burrows act as food traps, for invertebrate prey, such as 
earthworms and insect larvae.  My guess is that the extremely dry weather has prompted the moles into 
digging new tunnels to provide more food for their young.  The same thing happens in exceptionally 
cold weather when the ground freezes.   For more about the molehills on Brook Meadow go to . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-moles.html 
 
Harbour news 
The Black-tailed Godwits are back in Emsworth Harbour.  I counted 71 of them feeding on the mudflats 
off Wickor Bank on Aug 9.   Peter Milinets-Raby has been regularly monitoring the bird activity along 
the Warblington shoreline, though he has seen no large arrivals as yet.  So far this month, Peter has 
recorded Whimbrel, Grey Plover, Dunlin, Knot, Redshank, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Ringed 
Plover, Lapwing, Black-tailed Godwit and Oystercatcher.  He also regularly sees Chiffchaffs and Willow 
Warblers in the bushes.  They will be on their way south soon.    
 
Colour-ringed Spotted Redshank  
Peter's most exciting sighting was of the colour-ringed Spotted Redshank with the combination W+GR 
on two occasions on July 31 and Aug 3 at Conigar Point.  This is the bird that was caught and ringed by 
Pete Potts and his team on Thorney Island on 18 Jan 2014 in my presence!   So, this bird has been all 
the way to its breeding grounds in Northern Scandinavia and back.  Its relatively early return indicates it 
is a female as female Spotted Redshanks always leave the males at the nest site to look after the eggs 
and chicks.  Males follow later.  The Nore Barn Spotted Redshank which typically arrives in early 
October is clearly a male bird.  For full details and photos of the ringing session on Thorney Island see . 
. . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank-2013-14.htm 
 
Other bird news 
The slightly sad and wistful autumn song of the Robin is now in full swing around the town.   
Six Swallows, mostly juveniles (with short tails), have been flying around Lumley Road.  A local nest?   
Good to know House Martins are nesting again in Westbourne.  Pity there are none in Emsworth.   
Wheatears are now moving through the area on passage south.  West Thorney is a hot spot.  
The Little Egret night roost at Langstone Mill Pond is building up; on Aug 2, Ralph Hollins counted a 
total of 132 entering the roost in the trees behind the millpond.   
 
Insect news 
Malcolm Phillips got two firsts for Brook Meadow in the past week: a Painted Lady and a Clouded 
Yellow.  I also saw Clouded Yellow on the wayside north of Emsworth Railway Station.   
Chris Oakley found a Sand Wasp (Ammophila sabulosa) on the Hampshire Farm open area on Aug 4.  
It drags big hairy caterpillars into its burrow in sandy area.   
 
Wild flower news 
Brook Meadow is ablaze with late summer flowers, dominated by Common Fleabane as usual, plus lots 
of Red Bartsia, Wild Angelica, Hogweed, Strawberry Clover, Water Mint, Hemp Agrimony, etc.   
The rare Greater Burdock (Articium lappa) is growing well and flowering on the grass verge near the 
southern entrance to Emsworth Recreation Ground.   
I found three flowering plants of the rare Narrow-leaved Water-plantain (Alisma lanceolata) in the 
northern section of the Westbrook Stream towards Victoria Road.  I thought they had all perished in the 
winter floods.  Hopefully seeds from these surviving plants will spread downstream to produce new 
plants next year.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm              
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
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Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Thursday 17th July 
An impressive total of 17 volunteers turned up on the hottest day of the year so far to work on the 
Meadow. Maurice led his ‘heavy gang’ in the construction of a path to the tool store. Edging boards 
were positioned and 2 bags of gravel were laid to complete an impressive path. All in all it was a great 
effort in tiring conditions. 
A stalwart band of volunteers armed with shears worked to clear young trees from a forest of bindweed 
and nettles. Rowan, Horse Chestnut, Cherry and Oak trees are once again enjoying freedom.  Jennifer 
and Ute, in particular, did a good job by ensuring that a patch of Marsh Woundwort was not disturbed. 
Frank, Chrissie and Jane completed the traditional  litter pick concentrating on the area behind the 
Palmers Road car park. 
After a welcome break for tea and coffee supplemented by cold drinks in view of the temperature, all 
dispensed by Pam with her usual efficiency, the groups returned to their tasks with Gordon learning the 
art of using the brushcutter to clear a path in the Seagull lane patch. A tremendous effort was put in by 
everybody despite the hot weather. Report by Ian Newman 
 
Workday reports and photos - of all work sessions are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 3rd August from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
2nd Herb Walk with Steve Taylor - Sunday 13 July 2014 
On a hot Sunday afternoon, a party of fifteen people enjoyed being guided round the medicinal herbs 
and trees in and around Brook Meadow. Steve Taylor, from the Medicine Garden, weaved a fascinating 
account of the folklore, history going back to primeval days, and practical uses for the plants we 
encountered. He himself had been stung by a horsefly and was sporting a mauve mallow flower 
poultice which gave total relief from the irritation.   We learnt that the greeting 'are you in good spirits?' 
comes from the days of Culpepper when the brain and heart were considered the two spirits in the 
body. Five new members joined BMCG and £33 went into the coffers. Report by Lesley Harris 
 
News of Lesley Harris 
You may not have heard that our much loved and invaluable Secretary suffered a slight stroke at home 
on Friday July 18th.  Fortunately Keith her husband recognised the signs at once and called an 
ambulance so she was treated with admirable promptness at QA.  I am very glad to say that she is now 
home again and making a good recovery, which it is hoped will be complete, and she is being cared for 
by her daughter Lynda and Keith.  Lynda is keeping Maurice and myself up to date with news of her, so 
if you want to know more, get in touch with one of us. She is still tiring very easily, naturally, and we are 
making sure that she is not bothered with BMCG business.  Lesley is such an indefatigable worker that 
it's going to be very hard to keep all her jobs covered, but we will do our best. If there is anyone out 
there who thinks they may be able to help us, again please do contact Maurice or myself.  I'm sure all 
members will join us in sending our very best wishes to Lesley, Keith and Lynda.  Lesley has been very 
much touched by the messages which she has already received.  Jennifer Rye  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Brook Meadow news 
I have been restricted to slow gentle walks through the meadow during the hot weather.  On one of 
these I got a good photo of a female Beautiful Demoiselle resting on vegetation near the river.  This 
insect has broader, browner wings than that of the very similar female Banded Demoiselle.    
Newly flowering are Bulrushes on the west bank (we did not see any last year), Gipsywort on the river 
bank in Palmer's Road Copse (abundant this year following the floods), Marsh Woundwort at the top of 
the Bramble path, Water Mint around the Lumley area and Strawberry Clover on the path around the 
Lumley area (now turning into the strawberry-like fruits).  The tree by the Lumley gate is loaded with 
conkers, though I gather the kids aren't allowed to play them any more.   
Malcolm Phillips has been a regular meadow visitor with his trusty camera.  He got a photo of an Essex 
Skipper on July 21st and also the first Cinnabar caterpillar of the year.  Malcolm has seen a Kingfisher 
twice in the past week but no photo.  He also spotted what looks like a large Goldfish in the stream by 
Lumley Mill.  How the heck did that get there?    
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Millpond News 
Jackie-Michelle Daines has been keeping me up to date on the unfolding saga from the town millpond.   
The Mute Swan pair that nested near the bridge lost three of their four cygnets.  Two cygnet corpses 
were discovered by Environment Agency workers when they were clearing out the sluice near the 
Slipper Mill Sailing Club, clearly having been swept in there by the current when the sluice gate was 
open.   So, Mr Fox was not the culprit as I first thought.   The remaining cygnet is looking fine though it 
is still small and vulnerable.  The swan pair return to the 'litter nest' each night with their cygnet where 
they often have to dislodge the Mallard family which have taken a liking to the nest.   
The swans almost lost their 'litter nest' on July 22 when Council workers arrived to remove the nest 
which they said was smelling.  They were challenged by two residents who told the workmen not to 
remove the nest as the swans were still using it at night.  The men rang their boss for instructions and 
smartly returned to apologise to residents for the misunderstanding, saying the nest would not be 
touched until the pen and cygnet have stopped using it.  Good for resident power!   
Meanwhile, the Great Black-backed Gulls have finally left Slipper Millpond along with their single chick, 
but I suspect they will be back again next year.  The swan family with two cygnets on Peter Pond looks  
fine and secure.   
 
Hampshire Farm 
Chris Oakley has been keeping tabs on the wildlife on the new Hampshire Farm site where a Roe Deer 
with one horn is a regular visitor to the pond.  Around the pond there are lots of damselflies and 
dragonflies, including an unusual Red-eyed Damselfly, the male of which has very distinctive red eyes.   
Chris also got a photo of a possible Red-headed Grasshopper; this is an American species from New 
Hampshire!   The image on Google does look remarkably like Chris's photo (see blog for July 26)!   
Chris has been collecting plant seeds including Wild Oats, which, as he says, are "really are the most 
peculiar things, looking like more like insects than seeds" (July 23).  In fact, what Chris has 
photographed are the detached florets from the plants with the long bent awns still attached.  These 
apparently, assist the plant in seed dispersal by animals.   
 
Harbour birds 
Peter Milinets-Raby has been monitoring the birds along the shore from Langstone to Emsworth.  
There's no real sign of mass return of winter migrants, though Peter has already recorded Dunlin, 
Redshank, Whimbrel, Lapwing, Curlew, Greenshank and Grey Plover.  So autumn is not far away!   
Peter says there are lots of Little Egrets in the trees behind Langstone Mill Pond where they nested this 
year, some young ones still in the nest close to fledging. 
 
Swifts on their way 
Most of our Swifts will now be wending their way back to Africa; they are one of the first migrants to 
arrive and the first to leave.  However, before they left, my neighbour John Williams, had a unique 
experience when a Swift flew into his bedroom through a small gap in the open window.  John 
managed to capture the bird in his hands and take it outside from where it immediately flew off.   This 
was probably one of the young birds that have been flying around in family parties, investigating nesting 
sites for next year.    See . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXK-2MSVS-3UEDCR-16PKG7-0/c.aspx 
 
Monarch butterfly? 
On July 23rd in a garden in Beacon Square, Lin Senior saw a very large butterfly with striking markings 
on its wings, which made her think of Monarch.  This is a North American butterfly, but does 
occasionally go off course and lands up in the south of England.  There has been none reported on 
either the Hants or the Sussex Butterfly Conservation sites.   
 
Cuckoos in Africa 
British Trust for Ornithology reports that the Cuckoo migration is well under-way, with seven Cuckoos 
now back in Africa, five of which were tagged this year. The rest of the tagged birds are scattered 
across Europe with the last one, 'Derek', having left this week.  The map is changing every day so keep 
an eye on it here . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXK-2MSVS-3UEDCR-16PKG5-0/c.aspx 
Interestingly, the Cuckoo named 'Emsworthy' has made it to Africa, having flown across the 
Mediterranean at almost the widest point and is now in northern Tunisia.  'Emsworthy' has nothing to do 
with our home town, but was named after Emsworthy Mire in Devon, where the bird was tagged.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm              
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 27-28; Jun 30 - Jul 13,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday 6th July 2014 
Warm, but not too hot, conditions were perfect for the 10 Volunteers who turned out to work on the 
Meadow.  The 'heavy gang' had the task of breaking up and distributing hardcore in the area round the 
new tool store. Wooden edge boards were placed to contain the hardcore and these were made firm 
with wooden pegs driven in with the sledgehammer. Spades were used to cut a pathway leading to the 
hard standing.   Finally barrows of gravel were wheeled in and consolidated to put the finishing touches 
to the path and hard standing. Congratulations to the team of hard working navvies.  
A second group worked on the overgrown paths with power scythe, strimmer and shears. You can now 
venture along the South Meadow path without battling through a wall of bramble stems. Lesley cleared 
away the encroaching vegetation from around the Seagull Lane gate interpretation board. Frank and 
Dave concentrated on picking up the cans, bottles and picnic wrappers which multiply in sunny 
weather. The Group were saddened to learn of the sudden death of Jenny Farnell, a regular volunteer 
until recently.  Report by Lesley Harris  
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 17th July from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.   
 
Workday reports and photos - of all work sessions are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Polo Shirts – Look on the website to see the stylish lime green polo shirts with the Brook Meadow 
water vole logo.  They cost £15 and come in sizes XS,S, M, L and XL.  Order from Lesley Harris, tel 
01243 375556 or lharrisemsworth@ntlworld.com 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Millpond News 
The swan pair from the 'litter nest' on the town millpond has been tending to their four cygnets 
remarkably well over the past few weeks since hatching, churning up the mud at the bottom of the pond 
with their feet to dislodge food for their youngsters.   However, late news yesterday (July 12) was that 
the cygnets were down to three!   'A big gull' had been seen in the vicinity which could be the culprit, 
though I suspect foxes, or just natural causes.  I gather the pen swan takes her brood back to the nest 
at night which seems a bit risky with foxes on the prowl.  It is early days and they could well lose more.   
Meanwhile, the swan family from the nest on Slipper Millpond have only two of their original seven 
cygnets, but they are growing well and are sensibly settled on the neighbouring Peter Pond with little 
danger from the Great Black-backed Gulls.   The single Great Black-backed Gull chick on the centre 
raft of Slipper Millpond is growing fast and will soon be taking its first flight.    
Kim Robinson has informed me of a third swan family in Emsworth which nested on the pond on the 
Deckhouses Estate near the marina.  This one also has four cygnets.   
 
Portsdown Hill 
It is worth going onto Portsdown Hill to see the wild flowers.  They are spectacular, particularly on a fine 
day with the city of Portsmouth and the Solent and Isle of Wight in the background.  Park in the main 
observation area by the burger van and walk down the grassy slope, over a stile and onto the main 
flower area.   Among the flowers I saw on July 7 were Common Valerian, Smooth Hawk's-beard, 
Lesser Hawkbit, Hemp Agrimony, Agrimony, Greater Knapweed (including a white form), Wild 
Mignonette, Marjoram, Knapweed Broomrape, Hedge Bedstraw (abundant), Ladies Bedstraw, Wild 
Parsnip, Wild Carrot, Viper's-bugloss, Harebells, Eyebright, Thrift, Restharrow and Yellow-wort.  The 
dominant grasses are Upright Brome and Smaller Cat's-tail (a small version of Timothy).   
 
Grasses 
This is a good time of the year to identify and admire grasses.  Two of the latest ones to emerge are 
Timothy with its long smooth cylindrical flower heads (technically called panicles) and Creeping Bent-
grass which, in sharp contrast, has a very delicate tree-like inflorescence.  These two can be seen all 
over the meadow and elsewhere, though the Bent-grasses often remain closed up.  Identifying different 
types of Bent-grasses is not easy, though I think I found Black Bent-grass (Agrostis gigantea) near the 
Lumley Stream.  This stands out mainly due to its large size and its longer panicle (25cm) and long 
blunt ligules.  This year's grasses list for Brook Meadow currently stands at 28 species.   
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Large fly 
I came across a large fly on July 6 with a white band across the top of its abdomen and large dark 
spots on its wings.  It was feeding on the flower head of a Hogweed as lots of other insects do at this 
time of the year.   I thin it was Volucella pellucens, sometimes called the Pellucid Hoverfly from the 
apparently translucid band across its body.   It is one of the largest flies in Britain and is common 
throughout the country.  It favours Bramble flowers and umbellifers.  Its larvae live in the nests of social 
wasps and bumblebees, eating waste products and the bee larvae.   
 
Early Kingfisher 
Pam Phillips saw what seemed to be a very early Kingfisher flying amongst the boats in Dolphin Quay 
on July 4.   However, Ralph Hollins explained that it is not unusual for young Kingfishers to move down 
to the coast soon after leaving the nest.   Apparently, the adult Kingfishers drive their young away as 
soon as they can in order to start another brood.  The result is that the very inexperienced juveniles 
head off downstream and those that survive the hazards of drowning, or breaking their necks by flying 
into things, start to reach the coast in early summer. These young birds can be recognized by two 
features - they have a tiny white tip to their bills and have dull coloured feet - not the bright orange of 
adults.  For more information see . . . See 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/k/kingfisher/nesting.aspx 
 
Harvest Mouse  
Over the years, Brook Meadow conservation volunteers have found several small round nests during 
clearance work which were thought to belong to a Harvest Mouse.  However, we have never actually 
seen a real live animal on the meadow until the vigilance and skilful camera work of Malcolm Phillips 
captured two distinct images - see the blog for June 16 and July 4.   The main features of a Harvest 
Mouse are its very small size, blunt nose, brown fur and pale underparts.  Harvest mice tend to be 
more active during the evening and night, though in winter they are more active in the day. They are 
adept climbers, and typically feed up long reeds and grasses. Depending on the time of year, they feed 
on grass seeds, cereals, berries, insects, fruits and the young shoots of grasses.  In Great Britain, 
harvest mice are restricted to southern parts of England and coastal areas of Wales.  They are not 
currently legally protected in the UK.  
 
Butterflies  
Butterflies have been out in force over the past couple of weeks as the main summer brood emerged.  
On Brook Meadow we have had Large White, Small White, Green-veined White, Small Tortoiseshell,  
Comma, Red Admiral, Peacock, Speckled Wood, Marbled White, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Ringlet 
and Large and Small Skippers.  Barry Collins had some splendid sightings during a cycle ride in Havant 
Thicket on July 2, which included 15 Silver-washed Fritillaries, 2 White Admirals and at least 6 Purple 
Emperors - one of which flew around him a couple of times before landing on the ground a few feet 
away.  'A magical moment', Barry says.   
 
Demoiselles 
I met a chap last week at the Lumley gate who told me he had just seen two metallic blue butterflies 
which he did not recognise fluttering around near the south bridge.  I went over to have a look and, as I 
suspected, the butterflies were, in fact, two male Beautiful Demoiselles.  I watched them chasing one 
another around for several minutes, hardly pausing for a second.  Beautiful Demoiselles have been as 
frequent this year on Brook Meadow as Banded Demoiselles.    
 
Wild flower news 
The highly colourful flower spikes of Marsh Woundwort are now showing very well on the wayside to 
the north of Emsworth Railway Station.   Other flowers on this wayside which can easily be seen from 
the access ramp include Common Knapweed, Great Willowherb, Spear Thistle, Common Fleabane, 
Wild Carrot, Creeping Thistle, Perennial Sow-thistle, Hedge Bedstraw and Common Centaury.    
I spotted the first pink flowers of Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea poking above the mass of vegetation on 
the Seagull Lane patch.  They are great survivors.  In contrast, Wild Angelica and Hogweed, will soon 
tower above most other things on the meadow, their large white flower heads attracting myriads of 
insects.   Red Bartsia is now out on the Lumley area where Common Fleabane is just starting. The red 
tinged spikelets of Sharp-flowered Rush are showing strongly in this area.    
It looks like a bumper crop of berries this year.  The Rowan and the Alder Buckthorn plantations are 
loaded with berries on Brook Meadow and the Blackberries are also looking pretty good.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a wildlife diary with daily updates and photos of local wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 25-26; Jun 16-29,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 6th July from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and gloves 
provided plus refreshments at half time.  Maurice Lillie says he hopes to make serious inroads into the 
formation of the path and hard area in front of the doors to the tool store.  He is hoping for a good 
turnout so that this does not interfere with Lesley's planned maintenance work.  The work will involve 
breaking up and consolidating the hardcore that we have collected, making path edgings and laying 
gravel as drainable surfaces. 
 
Workday reports and photos - of all previous work sessions are on the web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Sunday afternoon stroll - in Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor - Sunday 13th July.  Meet in 
Palmers Road Car Park beside the Brook Meadow signboard at 3.0pm.  Members Free, public £3.  
Learn about the healing powers of the meadow plants and their medicinal properties.    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
There have been only three reported sightings of Water Voles on Brook Meadow over the past two 
weeks.  Robin Pottinger and I were standing on the south bridge on June 17 when what was clearly a 
young vole popped out of the vegetation on the east bank immediately below the bridge and proceeded 
to munch away at the luxurious growth of Fool's Water-cress.   Despite the low number of sightings this 
year, it is reassuring to know they are breeding.   They are also breeding on the Langbrook Stream in 
Havant.  More good news was the sighting by Malcolm Phillips on June 27 of a Water Vole in the river 
below the S-bend (Section C) - the first sighting from anywhere else on the river than the south bridge 
since May 6th.  For all the Water Vole news and photos go to the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html 
 
Amazing swans 
Those amazing Mute Swans nesting near the bridge on Emsworth Millpond have once again been 
attracting considerable attention from people passing by.   For the second year running, and against all 
the odds, they have produced a brood of cygnets on a nest constructed mostly of twigs and litter.  Last 
year they had two cygnets of which one survived, this year an astonishing four cygnets have been 
produced and two eggs left in the nest.    
However, the big problem is feeding the cygnets.  The millpond is almost totally lacking in any natural 
vegetation or insects.  Cygnets really need high protein food to grow properly and cannot survive on 
bread, etc., thrown in by well wishers.  Last year, the parents managed to keep one cygnet alive by 
scuffing up insects from the bed of the pond, but keeping four cygnets nourished will be very difficult!   
But they are trying and are hearts are with them!    
 
Other Millpond News  
The Mute Swan pair that nested on Slipper Millpond appear to have settled down with their two 
remaining cygnets (from the original 7) on Peter Pond.  The cygnets look healthy and, unlike the town 
millpond, the natural habitat of the Hermitage Millponds is perfect.  Interestingly, the pen swan of this 
pair is a 'Polish' variety (with pink legs and feet).  She was herself born here several years ago.  
However, neither of this year's cygnets are of this ilk - in which case they would have been pure white.   
The Great Black-backed Gulls which nested again on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond despite the 
efforts of the local residents to keep them off, produced only one chick this year.  It can now be seen on 
the raft with one of the parents and will soon be stretching its wings for its first flight.  The fact there was 
only one gull chick was good news for the local Coots which appear to have had less predatory 
attention from the gulls than in the past.   
Incidentally, keep a look out for ginger juvenile Black-headed Gulls which should soon be on the 
millponds; they will probably be from the breeding colony on Hayling Oysterbeds.   
 
Other bird news 
Swifts in Emsworth have been declining over several years, but hopefully with a warm summer they will 
return to our skies.  The most I have seen so far are small groups of up to 10 Swifts flying around the St 
James Church area, sometimes swooping quite low and resting briefly under the eaves of neighbouring 
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houses.  This behaviour is fairly common and is, I think, young birds investigating possible nesting 
sites.  Swallows are nesting again in the stables on North Thorney, but House Martins remain absent 
from Emsworth.  However, Caroline French tells me House Martins are still nesting in Westbourne in 
the modern houses in Lark Way, Kingfisher Drive, etc.     
 
Insects 
The warm weather has prompted the emergence of the summer brood of butterflies. Brown butterflies 
tend to dominate the meadows in summer, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Large and Small 
Skippers and Marbled White.  Red Admiral and Peacock are also about.   In addition, Malcolm Phillips 
has seen and photographed a Silver-washed Fritillary on Brook Meadow which is a first for Brook 
Meadow.  They are usually found in Hollybank Woods along with White Admirals.   
Probably the most interesting insects on Brook Meadow are currently the damselflies and dragonflies.  
In addition to the Azure Damselfly and the Large Red Damselfly, both Banded Demoiselle and the less 
common Beautiful Demoiselle have been seen (and photographed).  Dragonflies have been a bit 
scarce, though Malcolm Phillips and I have both seen and photographed Emperor Dragonflies, Malcolm 
got a female, mine was a male.    
 
Plant news 
There is currently a superb display of the deep orange daisy-like flowers called Fox and Cubs on the 
grass verge at the south end of Church Path in the centre of Emsworth.  The only other public place I 
know where this attractive plant grows is on Lumley Road at the top of the slope past Lumley Mill, 
though they are not nearly as impressive as the Church path ones.   
The fluffy white flowers of Meadowsweet are now out around Brook Meadow and smelling very good.  
The delicate pink flowers of Great Willowherb are just starting to open and should soon provide a fine 
display across Brook Meadow.   Creeping Bent-grass, undoubtedly the most delicate and beautiful of all 
our grasses, is now emerging all around the area.  Look under the north side of the north bridge to see 
a good growth of the fern Common Polypore.   
Crow Garlic bulbils are sprouting green shoots on the east bank of Peter Pond.  These are not flowers, 
but apparently new plantlets growing from the seeds in the heads.  There are lots of other colourful 
flowers on this bank including Blue Cornflowers and Poppies, presumably from seed packets, plus 
Marsh Woundwort and Perennial Sow-thistle which are definitely not from a seed packet.    
Marsh Woundwort can be seen to much better effect on the wayside to the north of Emsworth Railway 
Station. I checked today and the colourful, orchid-like flowers are already very numerous.  Other 
flowers that can easily be seen on this wayside from the new station access ramp include Common 
Knapweed, Common Fleabane, Perforate St John's-wort, Common Ragwort, Great Willowherb, Wild 
Carrot, Spear Thistle and Common Centaury.   
 
Hayling Oysterbeds  
Chris Cockburn has been keeping us in touch with news from Hayling Oysterbeds.  Black-headed Gulls 
have had a good breeding season and so should soon be on the millponds.  Mediterranean Gulls have 
not done so well, but Common Terns look more promising and many are still nesting.  As for Little 
Terns, there are none on the Oysterbeds, but Chris says there are good numbers of chicks on the 
RSPB Langstone Harbour islands and some should be fledging soon. 
 
Hedgehog and Fox 
Graham Petrie sent me a link to a video of one of his Hedgehogs having a meal in company with a Fox!  
Astonishing how the two animals feed within feet of each other with no problem.    Graham does not 
think the Hedgehog is Hogboy, the Hedgehog which he cared for over the winter, but says he is still 
around.  https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=10204365122192461&l=2160051011483322143 
 
Hampshire Farm 
Chris Oakley has been asking around about the position of access to the open space and there still 
hasn't been any decision regarding the hand-over.  However, the site now has two open gates one off 
Long Copse Lane and the other off Skylark Way, but the play area, the car park and the cycle path 
entrance are still fenced off.  It is freely used by people from the estate -  joggers, dog walkers, cyclists 
and people just out for a breath of fresh air. So, other than for the legal niceties Chris says there seems 
to be no restriction on use.  So, well worth a visit?   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - a daily wildlife diary with daily updates and excellent photos of wildlife . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 23-24; Jun 2-15,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 19th June from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time.  We are expecting the new metal tool store to be 
delivered early morning on the 19th, so it should be there in time for the work session.  
 
Workday photos - Brian's photos of all previous work sessions are on the web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Sunday afternoon stroll - in Brook Meadow with herbalist Steve Taylor - Sunday 13th July.  Meet in 
Palmers Road Car Park beside the Brook Meadow signboard at 3.0pm.  Members Free, public £3.  
Learn about the healing powers of the meadow plants and their medicinal properties.    
 
Nore Barn Woods Tea Party - Sunday June 22 from 1pm to 5pm, you are invited to come and enjoy 
outdoor tea and scones at Nore Barn Woods.  The event is part of the fundraising effort to protect the 
shoreline of the woods by The Friends of Nore Barn Woods.  More details phone 01243 378864.  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
We have had several sightings of Water Voles over the past two weeks, all from the area around the 
south bridge.  They are probably present elsewhere along the river, though are not as easy to spot.  
Malcolm Phillips was surprised to see a small Water Vole (probably a youngster) climb up a branch 
over the river and sit there, about 1ft above the water, eating the leaves.   It is well known that Water 
Voles can, and do, sometimes  climb trees in the search of extra nutrition, but mostly in the winter.   
The latest Water Vole news and photos are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html 
 
Orchid news 
It seems to have been a pretty good year for orchids.  On Brook Meadow we have had 10 Southern 
Marsh Orchids and 5 Common Spotted Orchids, all now past their best.  However, the six Bee Orchids 
are still looking good and flowering well.  We have also had orchids on the Emsworth waysides, 
including a first ever Pyramidal Orchid on the Bridge Road car park site.  See the blog for photo.    
However, these pale into insignificance beside the spectacular display of thousands of Pyramidal and 
Common Spotted Orchids on Portsdown Hill.  I have also heard there are good numbers of Bee 
Orchids along Eastern Road in Portsmouth.  We await the annual count of Southern Marsh Orchids on 
the South Moor at Langstone on June 21, which could well be several thousand based on previous 
counts.  There are usually several hundred at Fishbourne Meadows as well.   
 
Other plant news 
Hairy Tare is a bushy, scrambling, pea-type plant with spikes of tiny pale lilac flowers at the top of long 
stalks.  It does not grow on Brook Meadow, but does grow on the west side of Peter Pond, but never in 
quite the abundance it is this year.  Rough Chervil is another plant that flowers on this path, but never 
on Brook Meadow.  It's similar to Cow Parsley, but has a rough stem with purple patches.    
Sulphur Cinquefoil with its large yellow flowers is out again on the wayside in Bridge Road car park.   
Meadowsweet is now in flower on Brook Meadow and will soon be living up to its name by giving off its 
powerful aroma to all who pass by.  Newly flowering on the Emsworth Railway Wayside today were 
Great Willowherb, Creeping Thistle and Spear Thistle.   
Grasses are the main feature on Brook Meadow, with Tall Fescue particularly dominant with its  
characteristic habit of bending over to one side.  But Reed Canary-grass towers over all the others, 
prominent just north of the causeway from the Lumley gate.  I was pleased to find some Toad Rush on 
the cross path from the Lumley gate as it had been avoiding me so far this year.   
 
Butterflies  
Butterflies are still pretty scarce, being in between seasons.  However, Malcolm Phillips saw a good 
selection on Brook Meadow on June 12, including Orange Tip (getting towards the end of its season), 
Red Admiral, Large Skipper, Speckled Wood and Comma (first of the summer brood?).   I also had the 
first Meadow Browns of the year a few days later.  Soon, they and Gatekeepers will be everywhere.  
But shall we get any Ringlets on the meadow this year?   
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Burnet Moths 
I found about 20 adult 5-spot Burnet Moths along the path on the west side of Peter Pond, flying, 
feeding and resting.  There were also many silken cocoons attached to stems of grasses from which 
fresh adults can be seen emerging.  I am grateful to Ralph Hollins for pointing out that the standard 5-
spot Burnet is nowadays almost extinct in Hampshire and what we are seeing is the Narrow-bordered 
5-spot Burnet Moth.  For more details on this species see . . . 
http://www.hantsmoths.org.uk/species/0171.php 
 
Other insect news 
My wife was working in the garden when she came across two highly colourful caterpillars feeding a 
Verbascum plant.  They were the larvae of the Mullein Moth which are fairly common in gardens, 
though the adult moths dull and twig-like and are rarely seen.   
Chris Oakley photographed a Hornet Mimic hoverfly (Volucella zonaria) in his conservatory.  It is big, 
though is quite harmless and has no sting.  I photographed a real Hornet in Hollybank Woods  
 
Hayling Oysterbeds  
Chris Cockburn reported from Hayling Oysterbeds that a few Black-headed Gull chicks made their 
somewhat shaky first airborne excursions (they can hardly be called 'flights') and, thanks to freshening 
winds, many of them ended in angry and seemingly rather violent responses from the gulls in 
neighbouring territories after emergency landings were needed.  It's a tough life out there. Within the 
next few weeks, it is likely that many youngsters will be seen on the Emsworth Millponds.  
 
Millpond News 
The Mute Swan continues to sit high on her tower-like 'litter nest' on the town millpond near the bridge, 
much watched by passers-by.   At my last count (June 14) she was sitting on 6 eggs, the last two of 
which were laid fairly recently.  So, she could well be sitting for some time yet!    
Meanwhile, the Mute Swan family on Peter Pond is down to two cygnets from the original brood of 
seven, but they seem to be hanging on to these OK.  The Great Black-backed Gulls are tending to their 
single chick on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond, despite the presence of the wiring, etc.   
This morning, I was surprised to find one of the Coot families with four growing chicks still intact on the 
east side of the pond, having avoided the predatory instincts of the gulls.  Maybe, the gulls are not so 
aggressive this year, having only one chick to feed?  A Reed Warbler has been singing regularly from 
the reedbeds on the north west side of the pond.   
  
Satellite tagged Cuckoos 
The British Trust for Ornithology has been satellite-tracking Cuckoos since 2011 to find out more about 
their routes, important stop-over sites and wintering destinations on the way to and from Africa.  This 
summer, for the first time, four Cuckoos have been caught and tagged in the New Forest.  One was 
named Gilbert after the famous naturalist from Selborne and another named Peter after Peter Conder, 
the man who studied migrant birds whilst in a PoW camp during the 2nd World War.  Cuckoo Peter 
was, in fact, the first tagged Cuckoo to leave the UK this year and by 13th June was in mid France.   
You can follow the movements of these and other Cuckoos on the BTO web site at . . . 
http://www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-studies/cuckoo-tracking 
 
Brook Meadow honour 
Finally, a quick note to say how deeply honoured I am to have been awarded the British Empire Medal 
(BEM) in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for conservation work mainly on Brook Meadow.  I am 
immensely proud of what has been achieved on Brook Meadow by all the conservation volunteers and 
advisors and would like to thank all of them for their help and sterling efforts over the years.  You have 
been brilliant!   The medal is really as much yours as mine!   One must just stand back and admire what 
has been achieved over the past 14 years to create such an attractive site, crammed as it is with 
wildlife and so well loved by the local community.  I am also grateful to all those people who have 
supported the conservation project over the years by joining the group, even though they might not 
have been actively involved in any way.  Honestly, the job would have been impossible without you. So, 
thanks, to you all!    PS Maybe even the Queen will have heard of Brook Meadow?   
Incidentally, the Portsmouth News got it wrong in Saturday's paper - the award I got is a BEM and not a 
MBE. See . . . http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/local/queen-s-birthday-honours-emsworth-
conservationist-wins-mbe-1-6119427 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
lots of photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 21-22; May 19 - Jun 1,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session – Sunday 1st June 
15 volunteers arrived at the Lumley gate at ten on a lovely summery morning, including one new 
volunteer, welcome Ruth. With all those willing hands we were able to achieve all the tasks allotted for 
the day, along with some good fellowship. 
Seagull Lane patch was selectively strimmed so that one can reach the far end through the luxuriant 
growth, and the arisings removed to a dump near the site of the new store. The good news is that the 
store itself will be delivered on the next workday, June 19th. 
A thorough litter pick of the whole site was carried out by the ever vigilant Frank with help from Ruth. 
A cheerful party of shearers made short work of trimming beside the main river path, and another dealt 
with the growth in Palmers Road copse, the latter also cleaned the Water Vole sign case. 
Wally led a butterfly transect, instructing David Search as he went, after they had both done sterling 
work of meadow and river maintenance. 
Last, but by no means least, the river party cleared two major seasonal obstructions in the Ems which 
will allow it to flow freely once more, after the winter floods had swept a lot of branches and tree trunks 
down, which had got caught up on overhanging willow branches. They also enjoyed tossing up debris 
from the river on to the bank, where others caught it and took it away for disposal. One fine silvery bag 
was dredged up, with some quite valuable contents, and this will be handed over to Police. 
The members were saddened to hear of the recent death of Pam's neighbour Renee, who has been so 
helpful to us over the last few years by letting us store machinery in her garage. We all send 
condolences to her family.  Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Workday photos - Brian's photos of all the work sessions are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 19th June from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time. 
 
Herb Walk in the Meadow – Thursday 29th May   
15 people eager to know what the herbs of Brook Meadow could do for their health and well being 
joined Steve Taylor on a cool but dry evening.  Steve is a qualified practitioner in herbal medicine at 
Emsworth’s Medicine Garden, who aims to treat people by looking beyond the symptoms to find the 
root cause of a health problem, helping the body to correct imbalances and heal itself. 
He extolled the virtues of purple and white flowering comfrey, also known as knitbone, which grows in 
profusion in the Meadow.  We were regaled with fascinating anecdotes and ate willow and 
meadowsweet leaves, both of which contain the chemicals used to make aspirin.  On spotting a perfect 
Southern Marsh Orchid, Steve told us that the underground tubers, which look like human testicles, are 
used as an aphrodisiac and in Arabic countries the orchid root is ground up and drunk as salep.  If a 
maiden is being pestered, the remedy is to wait for the root to wither and shrivel and then serve up the 
drink to the amorous nuisance.    
Steve will be guiding a second Herb Walk on Sunday 13th July at 3.0pm.  Different plants will be 
flowering and we hope for a hot sunny afternoon.   Report by Lesley Harris 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
The most interesting news was the sighting of a young Water Vole on the river bank beneath the south 
bridge on Brook Meadow by Malcolm Phillips and Robin Pottinger.  Malcolm also got a nice photo of 
the youngster which is considerably smaller than the adults - see blog for May 29.  Apart from those, 
we have had no sightings from elsewhere on the river which is slightly worrying though maybe the 
others are still busy in their burrows with their young.  The latest Water Vole news and photos are on 
the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html 
 
Orchid news 
The Southern Marsh Orchids are now looking quite splendid on the north meadow.  We now have 10 
flowering spikes, which is the same as last year.   However, despite a lot of searching I have not yet 
been able to find any sign of the other orchids that we sometimes get on the meadow, Common 
Spotted Orchid, Bee Orchid and Pyramidal Orchid.  Meanwhile, the fluffy white willow seeds snow 
down onto the meadow and drift into corners.   
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Tortoise Beetle 
Earlier this week, I found a Ladybird-like beetle on Brook Meadow apparently without a head.  It turned 
out to be a Fleabane Tortoise Beetle (Cassida murraea).  It resembles a Tortoise with its head 
withdrawn into its shell and, of course, it eats Fleabane which is abundant on the meadow.  During the 
work session this morning, David Search and I found another specimen.  David later confirmed that this 
is a new species for Brook Meadow.  Maybe the species has just discovered us!      
 
Other Insects 
On May 30, I came across an attractive brown moth called Mother Shipton (Callistege mi).  This moth 
gets its name from the pattern on its forewings which are said to resemble the profile of the legendary 
16th Century witch Mother Shipton.  You can actually see the face on the wings.   Malcolm Phillips got 
an interesting photo of a very contrasting pair of Harlequin Ladybirds mating.   
Ralph Hollins was mowing his lawn when he came on the heads of a male and female Stag Beetle.  He 
thought their bodies had been eaten by Magpies.  Ralph added that "the muscles in the male head 
continued to function for hours after 'death' so photographing them was a bit gruesome with the 'antlers' 
and antennae slowly moving as I focussed on the male head." 
 
Millpond News 
The Mute Swan on the town millpond continues to amaze.  After its 'litter nest' was totally swamped by 
flood water a couple of weeks back and four eggs washed to the bottom of the pond, there seemed little 
prospect of a successful brood.   But you write off this swan at your peril!   It is now back on a tower-like 
nest brooding six eggs, including at least two newly laid ones.  She continues to attract the attention of 
streams of people passing over the bridge who stop to gaze and admire.   
Meanwhile, the Swans nesting in the reedbeds on Slipper Millpond hatched 7 cygnets on May 26 and 
promptly moved them over to the relative safety of Peter Pond.  However, they were down to 4 cygnets 
when I checked them today, so maybe Peter Pond is not that safe.   
The likely culprits are the Great Black-backed Gulls nesting on Slipper Millpond.  They have also 
hatched some chicks but there is so much vegetation on the centre raft that I have not been able to see 
how many there are.  Inevitably, the Coots appear to have lost their brood of chicks.   
 
Other bird news 
Malcolm Phillips saw a Whitethroat feeding young on May 24.  This is the first indication we have had of 
Whitethroat breeding on Brook Meadow this year which is excellent news.   
Tony Wootton took his U3A group to Pulborough Brooks On May 27 and had what he described as ‘a 
once in a lifetime day’ of seeing 4, possibly 5, Nightingales.  He got a photo of one spreading its tail.   
On May 23, Peter Milinets-Raby counted 12 active Little Egret nests at the back of Langstone Mill 
Pond, one with 3 youngsters in.  There were also 3 juvenile Grey Herons on nests. 
Chris Cockburn reports Black-headed Gull chicks are now out at Hayling Oysterbeds, but no terns.  An 
article in British Wildlife suggests Little Terns are also in trouble in their stronghold in East Norfolk.   
Barry and Margaret Collins saw a rare Great White Egret feeding on the south side of Thorney Great 
Deep (west) on May 25.  It has not been reported again.   
 
Bits and pieces 
Tony Wootton sent me a photo of a rare female Hairy Dragonfly which his wife found on clematis in the 
garden.  The thorax is downy and there is a long thin pterostigma on the edge of the wings.   
Chris Oakley managed to get a shot of the Fox and its cub that regularly visits his garden at night.   
They are tucking into a road-kill Pheasant that Chris cut up and put out for them.   
Hedgerow Crane's-bill, Black Mustard and Hemlock are now flowering on the seawall of Emsworth 
Marina.   Hemlock differs from other common umbellifers by having red blotches on its stems.     
Graham Petrie says the Hedgehog that he has been looking after during the winter that he has named 
Hogboy has had his nails trimmed and is back out in the garden.  He will keep us updated.  
Tree preservation orders have now been placed on the remaining trees in the copse at the end of 
Woodfield Park Road.  That should put a stop to any further devastation, but the damage is done.    
Chris Oakley reports that the Hampshire Farm pond site is starting to look very good, though the site is 
not yet open to the public, but soon will be.   
The BTO Bird Atlas Mapstore is an excellent new online resource bringing together the maps from both 
the breeding and wintering bird atlases since 1968.  For example, they show similar patterns of decline 
over 40 years for Nightingale and Turtle Dove, but an astonishing increase for Little Egret.       
See . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXK-2GJFW-3UEDCR-133XAG-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
lots of photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 19-20; May 5 - 18,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session – Thursday May 15th 
The peace was shattered in Brook Meadow on Thursday.  The whine of chain saws, together with the 
noises of power scythe and strimmer in action, plus the clipping sound of a number of shears, ruined 
the usual tranquillity.  Hampshire Borough Council Arborists’ visit to make safe several crack willows, 
coincided with the regular Work Party.  Eleven of our volunteers concentrated on preparing the paths 
for the safe passage of the public by trimming back the edges and waging war on burgeoning nettles 
and brambles.  We were delighted to welcome two new recruits.  A thorough litter pick was carried out 
and the signcases cleaned.  Maurice continued to mastermind the preparations for the tool store. 
At the start we were inspected by Rachel from TCV (The Conservation Volunteers) to ensure that we 
carry out our Work Sessions to best practice.  I’m glad to report that all the boxes were ticked and this 
means HBC will pay our public liability and tools insurances.  At the height of the hubbub, The Ecology 
Co-op arrived with a further consignment of reptiles in a bucket to be re-housed in Brook Meadow. 
I visited the Meadow in the late afternoon sunshine and walked the paths in the calm.  The team did a 
great job and I thank them for their hard work;  and I hope the slow worms and lizards are settling in 
happily.  Report by Lesley Harris    
 
Workday photos - Brian's photos of all the work sessions are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 1st June from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and gloves 
provided plus refreshments at half time. 
 
Herb Walk in the Meadow – Thursday 29th May at 7.pm.  Steve Taylor, Herbalist from The Medicine 
Garden in Emsworth, will guide you to the healing meadow plants and explain the country lore and 
wisdom behind their medicinal properties.  Steve will fascinate you with his historical and medical 
knowledge and regale you with interesting anecdotes.  Meet in Palmers Road Car Park by the Brook 
Meadow Signboard. Free to members of BMCG.  Public charge £3. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
We have had another six Water Vole sightings over the past 2 weeks, five of which have been from the 
south bridge (Section D).   This is good news as it means the voles are moving down river into an area 
which was totally flooded earlier in the year.  This is also good news for wildlife photographers and 
Malcolm Phillips, Brian Lawrence and John Arnott have captured excellent images from the bridge.  
Their photos are on the Emsworth blog. I watched a Water Vole swimming to and fro across the river 
beneath the old gasholder carrying bits of vegetation from the east bank presumably to a nesting 
burrow in the west bank.  The latest Water Vole news and photos is on the web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html 
 
Plant news 
The big botanical news of the week on Brook Meadow was the appearance of the first Southern Marsh 
Orchids of the year.  Three flower spikes are out on the north meadow plus another one (unusually) 
among the sedges on the Lumley area.  Hopefully, there are more to come; last year we had 10 spikes.  
There is no sign as yet of any other of the other orchids that we sometimes get on the meadow, 
Common Spotted Orchid, Bee Orchid and Pyramidal Orchid.   
Ragged Robin flowers are also blooming mostly on the Lumley area.   My last count on May 17 came to 
110 which means we have already surpassed the totals for the past two years, though admittedly, they 
were very poor years.  The next target is 214 which we had in 2011.   
Cow Parsley remains the dominant flower on the meadow, though the avenue along the river path is 
past its best.  Meadow Buttercups create a solid carpet of yellow on the north meadow.   
Other flowers of interest on the meadow include Wintercress, Beaked Hawk's-beard, Cut-leaved 
Crane's-bill, Yellow Rattle, Common Sorrel and Stream Water-crowfoot in the River Ems and Guelder-
rose on the path down to the south bridge from the car park.   
The flooding of the river banks in Palmer's Road Copse has attracted lush new growths of Gipsywort 
previously a rare plant on the meadow and Water Mint.  The flooding of the south eastern corner of the 
south meadow has also enabled Sea Club-rush  to take a firm hold in this area.   
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Grasses and sedges 
Tall Fescue is the dominant grass on the meadow; it is tall and its inflorescence typically hangs to one 
side.   Other grasses to be found around the meadow include Smooth Meadow-grass, Rough Meadow-
grass, Meadow Foxtail and Cocksfoot.    
All 13 of the sedges on the Brook Meadow list have now been recorded this year.   They are at their 
best on the Lumley area where Divided Sedge, Distant Sedge and False Fox Sedge are prominent.  
The rare Slender Spike-rush (Eleocharis uniglumis) that John Norton found on Brook Meadow in June 
2012 is also showing well on the Lumley area - I have marked the site with a stick. The most recent 
finds are Remote Sedge in Palmer's Road Copse and Hairy Sedge on the north meadow.   
 
Damselflies  
The recent warm weather has encouraged the damselflies to emerge on Brook Meadow.  Malcolm 
Phillips got photos of a female Banded Demoiselle on May 15 and then a Large Red Damselfly on May 
17.  Today (May 18), I had a female Azure Damselfly.  All of these were first of the year.  Damselflies 
we have yet to see are Blue-tailed, Common Blue and Beautiful Demoiselle.   
 
Waysides News  
Four spikes of Hairy Garlic were in full flower at the eastern end of the path behind Lillywhite's Garage 
where Wood Avens is abundant on the southern verge near the wall.  The leaves of Sweet Violets have 
grown to an enormous size, as they always tend to in summer.  Southern Wood-rush (Luzula forsteri) is 
growing on the grass verge west of Greville Green.  
 
Millpond News 
The Mute Swan pair on the town millpond continue to perplex.  I thought they had finished after their 
nest and 5 eggs had been washed away by the high tide and storms.  However, they are back with a 
rejuvenated nest with four eggs in it, though how many have been recently laid is unclear.  One 
wonders whether there has been any helping human hand at work.  However, the pen bird is currently 
brooding on the nest.  I am not hopeful, but you never know.  I have learned from experience never to 
underestimate this swan!    
Meanwhile, over on Slipper Millpond, all seems peaceful as the Mute Swan sits snugly on her eggs in 
the reedbeds on the east side of the pond and the Great Black-backed Gull sits not so snugly under the 
wires of the centre raft.  Their mates meanwhile, wait patiently on the pond and offer food.   I have had 
no recent reports of conflict, so I assume they are for the time being tolerating each other's presence.  
But what will happen when the young ones appear, which could be next weekend (May 24)?    
The Coots are doing well on Peter Pond.  There are two families on the pond, both with four chicks.   
 
Hayling Oysterbeds 
Chris Cockburn has been keeping everyone updated on the progress of the seabirds nesting on 
Hayling Oysterbeds.   Black-headed Gulls dominate the island nesting areas as usual.  Chris counted 
677 nests, which is well down on last year's 1149 nests.  Their little brown chicks are hatching, but are 
not easy to spot.  But it is well worth a visit to experience what must be the best bird spectacle in the 
local area.  Common Terns are also around, though there is not much room on the islands for them to 
nest.  But, it's good to watch them fishing quite close to the shore.  As for Little Terns, well I reckon they 
have given up on the Oysterbeds completely.  When I first started wardening there in 2006, Little Terns 
were regular nesters on the islands, with hardly any gulls present.  But it was not long before the gulls 
moved onto the shingle islands and that was effectively that for the terns, though the larger Common 
Terns have managed to hang on.  Little Terns still nest on the RSPB islands in Langstone Harbour, but 
not with any great success.   
 
Other news in brief 
Malcolm Phillips has seen Pike and Brown Trout in the river beneath the south bridge.   
Four Swifts were flying over the gardens behind our house in Bridge Road on May 14.  
Patrick Murphy had a Wood Mouse with distinctively large ears on the bird feeder in his garden.  
Chris Oakley has seen Swallows and even House Martins feeding over the pond on Hampshire Farm 
site.  They are probably nesting somewhere in Westbourne.    
Ralph Hollins reported that two Turtle Doves were heard on May 14  'behind Stansted House'.  
Grey Herons and Little Egrets have young in the nests in the trees behind Langstone Mill Pond.  
  
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 17-18: Apr 21 - May 4,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday May 4th 
11 volunteers assembled at the Lumley Gate, and an excellent morning of work followed the briefing on 
tasks, and the risk warning. It was sunny though not overpoweringly so, a nice temperature for working. 
The main job was to continue with preparing the foundations for the tool store in Seagull Lane patch. 
The four holes which had previously been dug have now been filled with gravel and levelled with a hard 
surface, ready for the railway sleeper supports which are due to arrive this week. Maurice supervised 
this vital task with his usual cheerful competence. 
Other volunteers concentrated on cutting back the overgrowth along the raised gravel path, using the 
strimmer and hand shears. This warm weather, after all the winter rain, has certainly caused a riot of 
growth. A strip beside the new hedging alongside Seagull Lane was also cleared. Some Hemlock 
Water-dropwort  by the path in the north meadow was cut right back to control the spread of this rather 
invasive plant. The ground around 6 young cherry trees, and young oaks was also cleared.  
The usual coffee break brought us all together in the middle of the morning, and Frank did tireless 
tidying of the ever-present litter, especially along the south end of the meadow. 
Many thanks to all for a good morning's work.     Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Workday photos - Brian's photos of all the work sessions are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 15th May from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time. 
  
Herb Walk in the Meadow  - with local herbalist, Steve Taylor. Thursday 29th May at 7.pm.  Meet at 
the Brook Meadow sign in Palmers Road Car Park.  Free to members;  £3 for visitors including 
membership.   

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
We have had only three Water Vole sightings over the past two weeks, which is not terribly good.  
However, sightings do tend to slow down at this time of the year as the voles start breeding and 
nurturing their young.   Welcome proof of breeding came from a sighting of a young Water Vole with an 
adult (probably its mother) by Malcolm Phillips near the sluice gate.  The adult had a damaged left eye, 
probably a result of fighting with rival females for territory.  Malcolm's photos of the two voles are on the 
Emsworth blog for April 24.   The only other sighting was by Ros Norton who had her first Water Vole 
sighting of the year from the observation fence on the same date as Malcolm's.  Ros said it appeared 
on the east bank but kept disappearing in the undergrowth and once it had a short swim going 
upstream.  Please keep looking and let me have any further sightings as we are getting a bit desperate!    
For all the latest Water Vole news and photos go to . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html 
 
Bird news 
This has been a fairly normal spring, quite different from last year when everything was delayed by the 
cold.   Summer visitors from Africa, such as, Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Whitethroat, all arrived on time 
and several of each can be heard singing around Brook Meadow.   It was good to hear a Reed Warbler 
singing its repetitive song from the reedbeds on Peter Pond where I also heard the plaintive song of a 
Reed Bunting, certainly nothing to write home about.   Many people have reported hearing a Cuckoo on 
North Thorney, though I have yet to catch up with it.  However, I did have the privilege to hear the 
ethereal song of two unseen Nightingales at Marlpit Lane last week, plus a Willow Warbler along the 
lane.   Sadly, there's been no sign of any Turtle Dove locally.  They have probably all been shot by the 
Maltese hunters.  If you have not seen Chris Packham's dramatic films of the migration massacre on 
Malta, then follow this link to YouTube . . .  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ehOvfA6hls 
 
Reptiles on Brook Meadow 
Jennifer Rye met up with Sam from Azure Ecology on the meadow on April 22 and watched while he 
introduced 15 Slow-worms and Common Lizards to four of the black reptile mats which were placed in 
strategic spots around the meadow.  They will survey the meadow again in a year's time, and again the 
following year, to establish the success of this process.  Regarding grass cutting, Sam recommended a 
high first cut, to enable the reptiles to get away in time.  So, it's all happening, very exciting. 
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Millpond News 
The Mute Swan pair on the town millpond produced a good nest near the bridge and the pen bird was 
sitting snugly on at least 5 eggs.   All looked very promising until a big spring tide washed the nest and 
eggs away.  It was sad to see, but that is nature.  The pair of swans are now swimming serenely on the 
pond, as if nothing had happened!    
Meanwhile, over on Slipper Millpond, the Mute Swan pair which normally nest on the Peter Pond island 
have got themselves a good looking nest in the reedbeds on the north east side of Slipper Millpond.  I 
am not sure how many eggs she is sitting on, but last year she produced eight cygnets!   However, I 
gather there have been some skirmishes with the Great Black-backed Gulls which are back nesting on 
the centre raft on the pond, despite the determined efforts of local residents to deter them.   I fear the 
situation is likely to get worse once the chicks are hatched.   
 
Wild flowers 
Wild flowers have thrived this spring, with some great displays of Bluebells in local woodlands.  I always 
head for Ashling Wood, but the Bluebells in Hollybank Woods were also outstanding and are still out if 
you hurry.  The white flowers of Cow Parsley are currently lining most of the roadsides, but my favourite 
is to walk along the main river path through Brook Meadow, which is an avenue of aromatic lace 
flowers.   Less showy, but of greater botanical interest is the swathe of Divided Sedge that stretches 
across the wet Lumley area.    
During a recce for my Spring Walk in Hollybank Woods, I came across a growth of Southern Wood-
rush (Luzula forsteri) which I have not seen there before and which I think is a first for the woods.  
Martin Rand confirmed the identification of Luzula forsteri and indicated that there was no previous 
recent record for that tetrad on the database.   
 
Waysides News  
The Emsworth waysides have sprung into life during the past two weeks, with flowers and grasses 
everywhere.   There have been especially fine displays of Cuckooflowers in Bridge Road car park and 
of Meadow Foxtail grasses on the open space at the top of Westbourne Avenue.  The very rare 
Meadow Clary is flowering again on grass verges of Christopher Way, though one particularly nice 
patch was mown flat by the Council cutters, despite the presence of one of our conservation notices.    
A pity, but it is likely to grow again.    
Good news is that we have adopted a new wayside for the project, which is the grass verge at the 
junction of Redlands Lane and Nursery Close.  This wayside - number 17 on the list - was suggested 
by local resident Chris Oakley who noticed a particularly good crop of Early Dog-violet on it earlier in 
the spring.  I have done a preliminary plant survey which produced a promising 42 plant species, which 
is bound to double at least by the end of the growing season.   
 
Southbourne development 
John Tagg had a flyer put through his letter box, from Seaward Homes with reference to the 
development of the land at the end of Penny Lane, Southbourne.  The proposal is for 100 new homes 
on the open fields to the north of Penny Lane as far north as the railway line.  Of more concern for 
wildlife is the clearance of mature woodland at the top of Woodfield Park Road, presumably by the 
same developers.  This is a puzzle as this woodland is not part of the development site.  Does anyone 
know what is going on?    
 
Other news in brief 
Chris Oakley had a surprise when he opened a bag of compost to find a pair of Bumblebees locked 
together in mating.  This is a rare event to witness and Chris got a nice photo of it (blog - May 3).   
Patrick Murphy manages to attract Bullfinches into his North Emsworth garden.  On May 3 he got a 
photo of two males on the same feeder.   Beautiful birds.   
Graham Petrie also had an exciting observation on his garden pond when he snapped a female Broad-
bodied Chaser that had recently emerged from its exuvia - ie the remains of an exoskeleton after the 
insect has moulted.   
Today, Ralph Hollins reports what is probably the first local swan cygnets of the year.  The swan on 
Langstone Mill Pond hatched 7 cygnets with just one egg remaining in the nest.  Ralph hopes that the 
several local Foxes do not take any of the young swans as they explore the pond and find their food.  
Peter Milinets-Raby has also seen seen young in at least one of the Egret nests in the trees behind the 
millpond.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 15-16: Apr 7-20,  2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Thursday 17th April  
14 volunteers made it possible to achieve a great deal on a sunny warm spring day. Jobs to be done 
were outlined, which included the good news that we can now get on with preparations for installing the 
tool store on the Seagull Lane patch, as a licence from HBC has been drawn up. 
Maurice had already marked out the site, and thanks to sterling efforts by Phil and Nigel, the 
foundations are now dug, and the area in front of the door opening has been cleared. 
Clearing up the North East corner of the Meadow consisted of moving the last of the willow branches 
left by the HBC's tree contractors, and using them to cover the branches which had already been 
stacked away from the river.  The heap was reinforced with a few sandbags which cannot be recycled 
by the Environment Agency, and the whole pile covered with dried grass to create a good habitat for 
slowworms and other reptiles. 
All the remaining sandbags were hauled out of the river; some were used to reinforce the eroded river 
bank, others were emptied and taken away for disposal. 
Meanwhile a thorough litter pick of the whole site was accomplished. Wally was busy with a butterfly 
transect, accompanied by his grandson, and we would love some more members to get involved with 
this: full training will be given at the next workday on Sunday May 4 if you can come along. If that date 
doesn't suit you, get in touch and another date can be made. 
We were delighted to hear the song of the Whitethroat, identified for us by Brian, the latest of our 
summer visitors to arrive. An extremely friendly Robin kept the river workers under close observation 
most of the morning. 
We were delighted to welcome one new member to the workday, and are always happy to introduce 
others who want to join in. It's a pleasure to spend time with like minded people, in the fresh air, 
working towards our common purpose of conserving our lovely Meadow for the benefit of all that lives 
and grows there, as well as for the humans who enjoy it.  Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Workday photos - Brian's photos of the session are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Session - Sunday 4th May from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and gloves 
provided plus refreshments at half time. 
  
Herb Walk in the Meadow  - with local herbalist, Steve Taylor. Thursday 29th May at 7.pm.  Meet at 
the Brook Meadow sign in Palmers Road Car Park.  Free to members;  £3 for visitors including 
membership.   

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
Water Voles are being seen on Brook Meadow though not as often as might be expected at this time of 
the year.  Good news is that we have had our first sightings south of the S-bend where the flooding was 
worst.  Rob and Tina, my next door neighbours, saw a Water Vole from the observation fence (Section 
C) on Apr 14 (Tina's first!).  Rob went back the following night and saw two Water Voles from the same 
spot, plus two 'skittish' Brown Rats, so beware both species are present in that area.   Mike Nesbitt also 
saw a Water Vole there after a 2½  hour vigil!   So, some patience is needed.   What these sightings 
indicate is that voles are moving down river again from areas further north where they were able to 
escape from the floods.  For all the latest Water Vole news and photos go to . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html 
 
Reptile survey 
Azure Ecology has completed the reptile survey on Brook Meadow in which they discovered small 
populations of both Slow-worms and Common Lizards. They would now like to start translocating from 
the Clay Lane building site as soon as possible. They encouraged the group to build hibernacula in the 
areas where reptiles have been found.  Further details to follow.   
 
Butterflies  
The recent warm weather has encouraged a good number of butterflies into flight.  Orange Tips have 
been particularly prominent over the past week or so.  So far 8 species have been recorded on Brook 
Meadow: Brimstone, Small White, Orange Tip, Holly Blue, Small Tortoiseshell, Comma, Red Admiral, 
Peacock and Speckled Wood.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2014.html
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Bird migrants 
The first Whitethroat of the year on Brook Meadow was heard and seen on Apr 17, they are always a 
bit later than the others, having a much longer journey to make from southern Africa.  Together with 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap, that makes up the full complement of our three regular summer visitors.   
North Thorney is a good place to catch up with other summer migrants; Swallows have returned to the 
stables by the Deckhouses Estate and Sedge Warblers are rollicking away in the reedbeds towards 
Little Deeps. Reed Warblers should be there soon.  I've also heard a Lesser Whitethroat along the old 
NRA track, but there's no sign of a Cuckoo as yet.   
 
Nightingales  
Marlpit Lane near Woodmancote is a regular target for birdwatchers, hoping to catch those first notes of 
a Nightingale song.  I have been up there several times over the past week, but have heard none until 
this afternoon after the rain.  I walked up and down the lane a couple of times and was about to give up 
when I thought I would try to the footpath to the east and that's where I found it, singing from scrub just 
past the metal gate.  There is nothing like the first Nightingale of the year, just like the first strawberry.  
Magical!   A solitary Willow Warbler has been singing from the lane just north of the footpath entrance, 
which is unusual.  Marlpit Lane is usually a good place for Turtle Dove, though whether they will return 
again is anyone's guess.     As always, Pulborough Brooks RSPB Reserve is the best Nightingale 
hotspot where at least 5 have been heard (and seen) in the past week!    
 
Plant news 
There is an interesting leaf in the river between the north bridge and the north bend that looks like 
Water-plantain.  It can be seen best from the main path.  I shall keep an eye on its for flowers to confirm 
its identity.  Water-plantain would be a new plant for the Brook Meadow list.   
There are several patches of Bluebells around the meadow, but all of them are of the Spanish/hybrid 
variety.  In Spanish Bluebells the flowers are erect and do not hang on one side as in the native variety.   
Cuckooflowers are starting to appear around the meadow, but nothing to compare with the spectacle 
on the grass verge in Bridge Road car park which is stupendous!   
Meadow Foxtail is the most prominent of the grasses on Brook Meadow with its cylindrical spikelets 
flowering profusely.  Of the sedges, Divided Sedge now dominates the Lumley area, where Distant 
Sedge and Greater Pond Sedge are also showing well.   
It is good to see all three of the Jubilee Oak saplings, that were planted by the group in 2012 on the 
Seagull Lane patch, looking healthy and sprouting fresh leaves.  The tall Red Oak which was planted to 
in memory of Tony Wilkinson, which we have been a bit concerned about, is also starting to sprout.   
 
Millpond News 
The pen swan is now settled snugly on her nest by the bridge on the town millpond, incubating 5 eggs.   
The nest is constructed from a variety of materials, including bits and pieces of litter picked up from the 
pond, but it looks substantial enough to survive the worse of the tides.   The cob still patrols his territory, 
driving off any intruding swans, so they have the pond to themselves.    
Meanwhile, over on Slipper Millpond the Mute Swan pair have built a substantial nest in the reedbeds in 
the north-east corner of the pond, where the pen is sitting.  The wiring of the rafts on Slipper Millpond 
has certainly deterred the Great Black-backed Gulls which have given up on Slipper Millpond.    But it 
has also put off the Coots which normally nest in the boxes on the rafts.  One pair has a nest in the 
reeds near the swan, but the other two pairs seem to be at a loss what to do.  Over on Peter Pond, the 
first Coot family with four young chicks is on the water with another nest in the northern reeds.    
 
Other news 
Brian Lawrence photographed an interesting bug on Brook Meadow on April 18.  I think it is a scentless 
plant bug called Corizus hyoscyami which as far as I can gather is relatively uncommon in Britain!    
Jennifer Rye found a what turned out to be a Pipefish on the shore near West Wittering.   
Eric Eddles reports a single male Gadwall on Baffins Pond as last year at this time.  
Peter Milinets-Raby has been keeping an eye on the situation at Langstone Mill Pond, where both Grey 
Herons and Little Egrets are nesting.  One Heron nest has three chicks.   
Chris Cockburn reports that 22 Little Terns were back in Langstone Harbour.  He hopes some will be 
nesting on the newly prepared islands on the lagoon of Hayling Oysterbeds, but as always the best 
spots are progressively being taken up by Black-headed Gulls.   
The BTO has just launched a new facility to view Atlas maps for free.  It's a great site and saves you 
buying the book!  http://blx1.bto.org/mapstore/StoreServlet 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 13-14: Mar 24 - Apr 6, 2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work Session - Sunday 6th April 
Workday cancelled due to very wet conditions.   
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 17th April from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Road Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time. 
 
Walk in the Meadow  - with local herbalist, Steve Taylor. Thursday 29th May at 7.pm.  Meet at the 
Brook Meadow sign in Palmers Road Car Park.  Free to members;  £3 for visitors and this includes 
membership of BMCG. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  
 
Reptiles on Brook Meadow 
On April 3 Malcolm Phillips got a photo of a Common Lizard on the north meadow - see his photo on 
the Emsworth blog.   This was particularly interesting in view of the reptile survey that is currently 
underway on the meadow.  Any other sightings would be appreciated, though please do not look under 
the black reptile mats which are for the survey.    
Paul Whitby of Azure Ecology, who are conducting the survey, checked the reptile mats on Brook 
Meadow on Apr 2 and found a single Slow-worm, so there is at least a presence!   Regarding the 
concerns expressed over the possible detrimental effect of the proposed introduction of reptiles onto 
Brook Meadow on the resident insect population, Paul indicated that the main prey for Slow-worms is 
small slugs and not faster moving prey, such as beetles, flies etc.  Although Lizards are insectivorous 
he says the impact upon the population of the meadow would be negligible.  The dynamics of the 
populations of invertebrate prey and reptiles would balance out, i.e. if the invertebrate population fell, so 
would the reptile population.  There would not be a situation where the reptiles could eliminate a prey 
source. 
 
Water Voles 
This should be the prime time of the year to see Water Voles on the River Ems on Brook Meadow, but 
we have had only a couple of sightings in the past 2 weeks.  I have yet to see one at all this year, 
despite a lot of looking.  So far we have only had 18 sightings compared with over 80 by this time last 
year.  Clearly, the voles have been affected by the river flooding as most sightings have been in the 
northern section where they could easily escape onto the railway embankment.  There have been no 
sightings at all below the S-bend where the flooding was worst.   
 
Millpond News 
The north pair of swans on the town millpond are making a valiant attempt to build a nest by the bridge 
as they did last year, but in the face of varying water levels in the pond.  When I checked today both 
birds were busy pulling twigs and bits and pieces of litter onto the nest which contained one egg.  The 
south pair of swans with whom they were contesting territory appear to have gone.   
Meanwhile, over on Slipper Millpond the 'Polish' swan (with pink legs and feet) has constructed a fairly 
substantial nest in the reeds on the east side, but I have not seen any eggs as yet.  This looks 
promising.     
The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls continue to visit Slipper Millpond, but without any hope of nesting 
on a raft as they have done for the past 2 years.  All three rafts are now well protected with wires and 
there is strictly no access!   The Coots have also been deterred from nesting on the rafts, as they 
usually do, and have established themselves in the reedbeds.  Slipper Millpond is still a great place to 
see the very handsome Mediterranean Gulls with their black heads and bright red bills, particularly in 
late afternoon.   
 
Migrant news 
Blackcaps arrived in force over the past 2 weeks to join Chiffchaffs which were the first to arrive.  Their 
short fluty song can be readily heard around Brook Meadow.    Many people have seen early Swallows 
and soon they should be flooding into the country from Africa.  I would also expect to hear Nightingales 
along Marlpit Lane in the next couple of weeks and maybe even a Turtle Dove.  More generally, the 
BTO reports the early arrival of Wheatear, Sand Martin, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler.  By 24 March, 
the first Osprey had returned to RSPB Loch Garten. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Other bird news 
I counted 28 nests in the Rookery behind the flats opposite the entrance to Emsworth Primary School in 
Victoria Road.   This is a small increase on the 22 nests I counted at this time last year.    
Sparrowhawks have been seen in Nore Barn Woods and it is hoped they will nest there again this year.   
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to monitor Langstone Mill Pond where the Mute Swan nest is well 
advanced with 7 eggs in it.  Little Egrets and Grey Herons are nesting in the trees at the back of the 
pond and a female Goosander lounges around, though it will not be there for much longer.   
Peregrines are nesting on Chichester Cathedral and RSPB cameras are again showing their progress 
on their telescopes and nestcams.    
 
Spring flowers 
There are some fine displays of Bluebells in local woodlands, particularly in Ashling Wood on the road 
from East Ashling to West Stoke.   Bridge Road car park has its usual fine display of Cuckooflowers on 
the grass verge; today's count was 466 and rising.  Undoubtedly, the best show in town.  Meanwhile, 
the open grassland at the top of Westbourne Avenue has a good early showing of Meadow Foxtail.    
Cow Parsley is now flowering generally on roadside verges.  It is also opening along the main river path 
on Brook Meadow which should soon be an avenue of aromatic lace flowers when they are fully out.  
The Brook Meadow sedges are also coming up on the Lumley area, with the large spikelets of Greater 
Pond Sedge showing particularly well.  Pendulous Sedge is also out in Palmer's Road Copse.       
The long yellow Basford Willow catkins are now cascading down from the tall trees at the southern end 
of Palmer's Road Car Park as they do every year at this time.    
 
Insects 
Butterflies have been prompted to emerge in the warm weather with Orange Tips appearing in the past 
week to join Brimstone, Comma, Peacock and a good number of Small Tortoiseshells fluttering around 
our gardens and waysides.   I have also seen 7-spot Ladybirds and Harlequin Ladybirds.  Big hairy 
Bumblebees continue to bumble around looking for nectar.   
 
Nursery-web spiders  
We usually see these spiders in the summer when their distinctive silken tents (ie nursery webs 
containing the spiderlings) can be found around the meadow, on grassy banks and road verges.  In 
early spring we tend to see them stretched out on leaves sunning themselves, waiting for flies and 
other insects to pass by; they then use quick sprinting and strength to overpower them.  When resting 
or detecting prey, they extend their first and second pairs of legs straight out together at an angle.   
They are very variable in colour, but always have a pale line down the back.  For more information see . 
. . http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary/s/Pisaura+mirabilis 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 11-12: Mar 10-23, 2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session 
Thursday 20 March 2014.  Maurice Lillie welcomed twelve volunteers to the work session and 
explained the tasks for the morning.  These were:  
(1) Litter picking. Lots in the river, Palmer's Road Copse and the south path. Frank and Lesley 
volunteered for this.  
(2) South Meadow clearance. Following its inundation, there is a considerable amount of washed down 
tree debris which needed to be cleared.  This was successfully accomplished by Ian and Chrissie, 
Jenny and Tony, Pam, Ute and Sally. 
(3)  Dead hedge repair.  Mike, Jennifer and Phil set about repairing dead hedges at 'S' bend where the 
horizontal strips had been 'wilfully' compressed and a damaged section of hedge near the sluice 
boards.  These needed a few long thin branches to weave in between the uprights.  
(4) Path edges clearance. The main purpose was to make the clear width of the paths more user 
friendly by scraping back the beginnings of plant growth.  
At 11 o'clock it was 'down tools' for a welcome Tea/coffee Break. Thanks to Pam who always manages 
to provide much enjoyed piping hot drinks and a delicious collection of biscuits. 
At noon, Maurice thanked the volunteers who had done a great morning's work. The tools were 
counted, cleaned and stowed in their homes in the Rookery.  Finally, a few volunteers stayed on to 
clear the debris from a fallen Willow branch on the south path cut down by Andy Skeet of HBC  
Maurice's full report and Brian's photos are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Sessions  Sunday 6th April and Thursday 17th April  10-12 noon.  Meet at the Lumley 
Road Gate.  Tools, gloves and refreshments are provided. 
 
Flooding news 
The River Ems and the Lumley Stream are still flowing strongly, but flooding on Brook Meadow is going 
down.  The path through Palmer's Road Copse is now accessible in wellies, as is the main path 
through the south meadow, though the Bramble path is still very soggy.  The path from the end of 
Seagull Lane to Lumley Mill remains flooded.  Needless to say, the new line of sandbags on the river 
bank  in the north-east corner of the meadow has gone the same way as all the others - into the river!   
 
Reptile survey 
On Wednesday March 19th, Jennifer Rye and Brian Fellows met up with Sam Lunn and a colleague 
from Azure Ecology (an ecology consultancy based in West Sussex) to plan a reptile survey on Brook 
Meadow, specifically of Slow-worms and Common Lizards.  The idea behind is to determine the size of 
the existing reptile population prior to relocating others to the meadow from a building development site 
they are working on at Clay Lane, Fishbourne.  If the meadow already has a substantial reptile 
population then it would not make ecological sense to locate any more there.   However, this is unlikely 
to be the case as sightings of reptiles on Brook Meadow are uncommon.  Ten felt reptile mats were 
placed in suitable locations around the meadow.  Sam and his colleague will be back in a couple of 
weeks to check them for reptiles.  Please note: it is important that the mats are not disturbed during the 
survey as this will scare off any reptiles using them.   
A full report along with photos can be seen on the web site at . . .  http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS by Brian Fellows  

Water Voles 
Water Vole sightings have got off to a slow start this year mainly due to the flooding of the river banks, 
but it is reassuring to know that some, at least, have survived.  Most of the sightings so far have been 
on the north river, where the voles have been able to escape from the swollen waters onto the railway 
embankment; we have also had a few from the area in front of the old gasholder, but nothing from 
further south where flooding was worst.   We are indebted to Pam Phillips and Malcolm Phillips (not 
related) for their vigilance and reporting.   
As always, Malcolm has got some cracking photos of the voles which can be seen on the web site at . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
PTO 
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Spring flowers 
Ashling Wood, near West Stoke, is the best local woodland I know for Bluebells.  I checked this 
afternoon and some were already in flower with lots more to come.  However, I met the owner who is 
fencing off the woodland due to vandalism, but she assured me that a 'permissive path' would be 
created into the woodland for Bluebell time.  I suggest going to see them in a week or so, though be 
prepared for distant views.   Wood Anemones and Dog's Mercury are also out.  The Bluebells in 
Hollybank Woods are always out a bit later.  
There have been many superb displays of Lesser Celandines and Sweet Violets along roadside verges 
this spring.   I found my first Cuckooflowers of the year during a visit to Kingston near Lewes on Friday 
and those on the Bridge Road Wayside should be out very soon.  The Goat and Grey Willows on Brook 
Meadow are covered with flowers, some trees with yellow male catkins and others with green female 
ones.  The Blackthorn blossom is at its best on the path behind Lillywhite's Garage.   
 
Spring birds 
Chiffchaffs are always the first of the summer visitors to arrive on our shores and their cheerful 'chiff-
chaff' song can now be heard throughout the local area.  Blackcaps will be the next migrants to arrive in 
Brook Meadow and Hollybank Woods.  They have a short rich song, but I have not heard one as yet.   
Swallows should soon be turning up at the stables on North Thorney, but shall we ever see House 
Martins again in Emsworth?   In a couple of weeks, Nightingales should be singing along Marlpit Lane.  
Hopefully, we shall also have a Cuckoo or two and, fingers crossed, maybe a Turtle Dove.   
 
Butterbur count 
I did the annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Brook Meadow on March 20.  Generally,  the 
number of flowers remains very high, but is well down on last year's record total.  The embankment 
below the seat still accounts for the majority of the flowers - 76% of the total.   The next best area is the 
eastern end of the causeway near the Lumley gate.  Numbers on the river bank near the sluice gate 
and the south meadow are well down.  For full details of this year's count and those of previous years 
see the web page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-plant-counts.html 
 
Millpond News  
There is no change on the town millpond where the two Mute Swan pairs continue to rule the roost.  
Nesting will be even more difficult now the sluice gate has been closed and the millpond is full of water.   
The pair of swans that nested on Peter Pond last year appear to be settled on Slipper Millpond and 
have shown no interest in their former nesting site as yet.   The Great Black-backed Gulls continue to 
visit Slipper Millpond, but there is really no chance of their nesting on the rafts, which have been wired 
to keep them off.   The most interesting birds are the Mediterranean Gulls which arrive on Slipper 
Millpond in late afternoon for a wash and brush-up after a day foraging on farmland.  You can hear their 
loud 'mewing' calls all around the pond.   They are cracking birds with black hoods, red bills and white 
eye rings, which show particularly well in afternoon sunshine.   
 
Spotted Redshank gone 
I have been checking the stream at Nore Barn regularly over the past week, but there has been no sign 
of the regular Spotted Redshank.  I think we can safely conclude that it has now left on its journey back 
to its breeding grounds in the north.  The last confirmed sighting was on Mar 14 by Paul Dogman.    
Generally, this has been a good winter for Spotted Redshank sightings with two 'friendly' birds being 
present on many occasions along with the regular Greenshank and Little Egret.  Let's hope it returns to 
Emsworth for a 11th winter.  For all the news and photos of this exceptional bird go to . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm  
 
Other bird news 
Tony Wootton got some excellent photos of Great Crested Grebes displaying on Chichester Gravel Pits 
(Ivy Lake).  Tony also saw a Red Kite fly over Bridge Road car park at 9am on Sunday March 16; it 
probably went over my garden and I missed it!   
Michael Prior is fairly sure that Ravens are nesting in Stansted Forest for the first time ever.   
Peter Milinets-Raby reports Little Egrets are nesting in the trees at the back of Langstone Mill Pond and 
a Mute Swan is sitting on eggs.  Peter has also seen a female Goosander at Langstone and says the 
long-staying Black Brant is still in the Warblington area.  See the blog for Peter's regular reports.     
The BTO Garden BirdWatch 2013 annual results confirm what we all know that this has been one of 
the quietest winters for garden birds in the last decade.  Go to their web site to see how individual 
species fared . . . http://bto-enews.org/IG4-28YW9-3RN36S-Z5Q3X-0/c.aspx 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-plant-counts.html
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm
http://bto-enews.org/IG4-28YW9-3RN36S-Z5Q3X-0/c.aspx
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 9-10: Feb 24 to Mar 9, 2014 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session 
Sunday 2nd March 2014 -  The river had receded a little and the Environment Agency had put back the 
block of wood in the sluice gate by the water vole sign.  This ensured the path through the South 
Meadow was passable with wellies.  Ten volunteers signed in for work on a cloudy but dry morning.  A 
posse of tall chaps tackled the fallen wigwam of branches which were blocking the Palmers Road 
Copse footpath.  They then went on to remove a long tree trunk which had been rammed into the 
culvert pipe leading from the SE Corner into Peter Pond.  This did not look like an act of nature and nor 
did the sandbags in the NE corner which were all in the river.  The EA and the Police have been 
alerted. 
The rest of the team continued to widen the north raised path using spades.  Three builders’ bags of 
hoggin had been provided at the Seagull Lane entrance by Havant Borough Council.  This was 
shovelled into barrows and wheeled to the path for spreading with rakes and treading in.  This is all 
heavy work, cheerfully carried out by the Team, fortified at half time by Pam’s refreshments.   
Jennifer collected a sackful of litter from the perimeter of the site and trimmed back the overgrowing 
vegetation along the Lillywhite's path.  There is now room for the public to pass without getting 
scratched on their way to Brook Meadow.  To conclude, the tools and barrows were washed in the 
river. Report by Lesley Harris 
 
Photos of the work session by Brian are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Sessions  Thursday 20th March and Sunday 6th April  10-12 noon.  Meet at the Lumley 
Road Gate.  Tools, gloves and refreshments provided.  Come and join the cheerful team and enjoy 
working in the fresh air. 
 
Reptiles for Brook Meadow 
Sam Lunn from Azure Ecology, an ecology consultancy based in West Sussex, has approached the 
Brook Meadow Conservation Group for permission to relocate a small population of Common Lizards 
and Slow Worms onto the meadow from a site in Fishbourne. Sam indicated that managing fee would 
be paid for the use of the site and a reptile survey would be conducted to determine the size of the 
existing populations on the meadow.   The Brook Meadow Conservation Group has agreed to the 
proposal and the survey is planned to take place on March 19th.  All the data collected would be 
provided to the group to help with conservation work on the meadow.   
 
Flooding news 
The flood has now virtually cleared from the south meadow and the fences and warning notices have 
been removed by the Environment Agency. It is now possible to walk down the south path, dodging the 
puddles, though the far south eastern corner remains under water.  It was good to see dozens of 
Lesser Celandines flowering alongside the path through the south meadow despite the area being 
under water for several weeks.  The level of the River Ems remains high, though continues to fall 
gradually. The path through Palmer's Road Copse is still flooded, though it is possible to walk through 
with wellies.   
Following the vandalism on Wednesday Feb 26 when all the sandbags on the river bank in the north-
east corner were thrown into the river, the Environment Agency have built another wall of bags on the 
river bank.   Hopefully, they will not be needed.  Incidentally, a conservation volunteer saw the three 
lads who threw the sandbags into the river and the matter has been reported to the police.  What will 
happen to the bags now at the bottom of the river?    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
I have been concerned about the fate of our Water Voles during the floods.  So, it was a great relief to 
get the first sightings of 2014 last week from Brian Lawrence and Malcolm Phillips.  Malcolm got a very 
interesting photo of one perched on a willow branch which had been stripped of its bark.  Apparently, 
Water Voles will nibble the succulent bark in winter to supplement their diet (see blog for Mar 5).   
Keep up to date with all the Water Vole news and photos on the dedicated web page at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html


Butterflies 
Today's warm weather brought out a good variety of butterflies on Brook Meadow for the first time this 
year, including, Brimstone, Comma, Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock.   Malcolm Phillips had his trusty 
camera at the ready and got good images of most of them - see tonight's blog.   
On March 1st Brian Lawrence got a photo of an exceptionally early female Small White butterfly on 
Brook Meadow, one of the earliest ever recorded in the whole of Hampshire.  
 
Bird news 
Spring heralds all change in the bird world.   Wintering birds, which have been feeding busily in our 
harbours move back to their breeding grounds in the far north.  So it is goodbye to Brent Geese, 
Wigeon, Teal, Black-tailed Godwits, Dunlin and the rest until next autumn.  However, our trusty Spotted 
Redshank should be at Nore Barn for another couple of weeks on the basis of previous years.    
To replace the wintering birds, we welcome the millions of summer visitors, which will be already 
streaming towards our shores from their winter quarters in Africa, the Swallows, Blackcaps, 
Whitethroats and even Cuckoos if we are very lucky.    
 
Spring flowers 
Butterbur flower spikes are now showing very well in the usual places on Brook Meadow, particularly on 
the bank in front of the seat.  I shall do a count the annual count towards the end of the month.  Last 
year was a record count and it looks like this year's total could be high as well.   
White lines of Danish Scurvygrass can be along many of our main road verges.  Look out also for the 
similar Common Whitlowgrass which had deeply divided petals and egg-shaped pods.   
 
Emsworth Millpond  
The two pairs of swans on the town millpond appear to be settling down and no more fights have been 
reported to me.   Whenever I pass by the two pairs are well separated in their own areas of the pond.  I 
have seen the south pair displaying and the north pair have been taking an interest in the abundance of 
twigs and other debris and look as if they may build a nest near the bridge as they did last year.   Such 
a nest would be vulnerable to the high water in the pond, though at present the sluice is open and the 
pond kept empty.   
Incidentally, I see that Mute Swans have returned to Canoe Lake, Southsea after an absence of over 
10 years.  Maybe, they are the ones that have been evicted from Emsworth.   
A pair of Red-breasted Mergansers have been fairly regular visitors to the pond and we have had some 
good photos.  But Tufted Duck did not turn up this winter; not cold enough to drive them south.   
 
Slipper Millpond  
The Mute Swan pair that nested on the Peter Pond island last year is back.  You can recognise the 
female as she is a 'Polish' variety with pink legs and feet.  They have not yet settled on Peter Pond and 
I have seen them playing at nest building in the reedbeds on Slipper Millpond.  I hope they don't nest 
there as they will certainly be swamped by spring tides.    
The Great Black-backed Gulls come and go, no doubt pining for their old nesting raft which is now 
covered with wires to prevent their access.  I wonder what they will do?   
The most interesting visitors to Slipper Millpond over the past week have been Mediterranean Gulls 
which fly onto the pond in late afternoon, after a day foraging on farmland, for a wash and brush up 
before they head to the harbour to roost.  I have counted up to 27 of them mixed in with Black-headed 
Gulls.   Med Gulls have jet back head and bright red bills; listen for their loud mewing type calls 
 
Other news 
My wife and I had excellent view of a pair of Ravens on the field in front of Stansted House on Feb 26.   
We also saw dozens of Queen Buff-tail Bumblebees (Bombus terrestris) feeding on Pansies at 
Stansted Garden centre.  An astonishing sight.   
Jim Berry has seen Mandarin Ducks on the flood waters on The Sling in Stansted Forest.   
At least two Water Rails can be seen easily in the new wetland areas on Baffins Pond, Portsmouth.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm                

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 7-8: Feb 10-23, 2014.  A 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS -  from the group 
Work session  
Thursday 20th February 2014 - Today we proved that the Brook Meadow volunteers really are stars! 
Despite rain and wind, 9 turned up to work, assuring each other that it would be fine by 11 o'clock. And 
it was, more or less. The sun came out and we were rewarded with the start of a tit's song, and a 
robin's.  
The Meadow itself was so wet that we had to work mainly on the raised causeway path. The northern 
stretch beside the tumbling River Ems in full flow had become very narrow and very very muddy. So we 
cut back the overgrowth on the sides of the path with spades and shovels, and then barrowed in a lot of 
clunch which had been delivered to the Seagull Lane gate by HBC. We spread it, and patched most of 
the worst spots making the path passable again.  
Maurice and Martin did some very necessary tree work: they cut back a young willow which had been 
uprooted by high winds and fallen over the steps at the top of the flooded South Meadow, and then 
dealt with all the remaining heaps of willow branch lengths which had been stacked by HBC's tree 
contractors in the North East corner of the Meadow, where they were regularly being thrown into the 
river by witless youths who had no thought for the potential danger they created as the logs swirled 
rapidly downstream towards weed screens and narrow culverts. The logs have now been re-stacked at 
a safe distance from the river, we hope. 
Outlying bramble growth beside the path north of the S-bend was cut back firmly from encroaching on 
the path. And, last but not least, a thorough litter pick of the southern paths adjacent to the floods has 
tidied up that area.  
Refreshments of hot drinks and biscuits cheered us all up as the rain started to ease off mid-morning. 
All the tools and barrows had to be washed in the river as we concluded the mornings work, and Brian 
appeared in time to photograph the muddy end to a work session, just for a change.  
Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Photos of the work session by Brian are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Sessions  Sunday 2nd March and Thursday 20th March.  10-12 noon.  Meet at the Lumley 
Gate. Volunteers of all ages and physical abilities are welcome.  There is a job to suit everyone and 
refreshments at half time.  Tools, gloves and refreshments are provided.   
 
Flooding news 
Unlike the Somerset levels and the Thames Valley, the floods on Brook Meadow are starting to recede, 
albeit very slowly.  The level of water in the south meadow is about 12 inches down on a week ago and 
some intrepid souls have been venturing down the footpath again, though the water near the south gate 
remains quite deep.   The River Ems and the Lumley Stream are running very high and one suspects 
the situation will not change much as the vast amount of water higher up the Ems Valley finds its 
natural course down to the harbour.  The Environment Agency have added an extra layer of sandbags 
to the bend in the north-east corner and, as far as I am aware, the wall has not been breached.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Bird song 
Following a partial Chaffinch song in Nore Barn Woods on Feb 19, I got to hear my first full Chaffinch 
song (including run up and delivery) the following day on Brook Meadow.  Soon, no doubt, they will be 
singing everywhere.  I also heard my first Blue Tit song (first phase only) on Brook Meadow on Feb 20.   
Other birds currently good voice are Robin, Dunnock, Great Tit, Song Thrush, Wren, House Sparrow, 
Greenfinch, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon.  Blackbird has been singing in bursts and soon will be 
delighting us everywhere with its rich and mellow tones.   Ralph Hollins has heard two Mistle Thrushes 
in full song over the past week in Havant; they are not common and are often mistaken for Blackbirds.    
 
Cherry Plum 'Pissardii' 
South Hampshire Botanical Recorder, Martin Rand has confirmed the identification of the red-leaved 
cherry tree with very pale or white flowers on the causeway of Brook Meadow as Prunus cerasifera var. 
Pissardii.   This is also known by gardeners as Prunus 'Atropurpurea'.  It was originally collected in Iran 
in the late 19th century.  The tree is currently full of white blossom and contrasts well with the bright 
yellow of the Gorse nearby.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html


Swan conflicts 
From her home in Bath Road Stephanie Bennett has witnessed a number of nasty fights between the 
Mute Swans on the town millpond in the last 2-3 weeks.   The big conflict has been between the two 
pairs that now dominate the millpond; the north pair that nested by the bridge last year and the south 
pair, who are the new kids on the block.  On one occasion Stephanie saw both of the south swans gang 
up on one of the north swans and almost drown it.   This was bound to happen as nesting time gets 
closer and the hormones start to race.  But surely, there is space enough for both pairs to nest on the 
millpond?   The 'lone swan' that usually resides on the grass verge of Bridgefoot Path has also been an 
innocent victim of the attacks from the other swans at times.   The cygnet from last year's 'litter nest' 
has sensibly left the pond, leaving it to the warring parties.    
 
Harbour news 
Around 500 Brent Geese were scattered around the eastern harbour on Feb 21, having given up their 
inland feeding sites.  The advent of March will see them moving back towards their breeding grounds in 
the High Arctic.  However, they don't all go at once and we are bound to get substantial flocks stopping 
off in the harbour on their way north from sites further south and west.    
Black-tailed Godwits disappeared from in Emsworth Harbour a few weeks ago, though good numbers 
have been reported in Fishbourne Channel and on Farlington Marshes.   I doubt we shall see them in 
Emsworth again this winter.  Many of the other waders are already thinning out, though I saw a huge 
flock of c1,000 Knot on the western mudflats on Feb 17.    
 
Nore Barn  
The ever faithful Spotted Redshank still frequents the Nore Barn stream, often with a second Spotted 
Redshank and sometimes a Greenshank.  They will probably be there until late March, to return again 
in the autumn maybe?    Langstone week in addition to all the regulars Peter Milinets-Raby had the 
pleasure of watching a Merlin for ten minutes as it harassed the Dunlin as they departed for their roost.  
He got some good views as the bird sped low over the marsh, then circled high before drifting away 
towards Thorney.  Merlin is not an easy bird to get a good view of as it is small and moves quickly.   
 
Winter flowers 
There is a fine display of Winter Heliotrope with over 100 flowering spikes on the A259 embankment 
wayside by the doctor's surgery.  I think these plants have been on this embankment for some years, 
probably since the road (referred to ironically as the 'inner by pass') was constructed in the early 1970s.    
There is also an excellent display of Sweet Violets with around 250 flowers fully open on the path 
behind Lillywhite's Garage, by the tall brick wall.  The usual 'pink' variety can be seen in the usual 
places at the western end of Nore Barn Woods.   
Meanwhile, we have yet another Cow Parsley in flower on Brook Meadow (the third so far this winter). 
this one is in the gap in the Willow line between the centre and north meadows.   
 
Lesser Celandines  
One can usually rely on Lesser Celandines to brighten up short winter days, but this year they are 
struggling to unfurl their bright yellow petals in the face of all the mud and water.  There are very few so 
far on Brook Meadow, though there is a good display beneath the Beech hedge at the southern 
entrance to Bridge Road car park where a good 50 blossoms now open up to greet the sun.   
The first verse of Wordsworth's famous poem sums up the situation very well:  

"There is a flower, the Lesser Celandine, That shrinks, like many more, from cold and rain; 
And, the first moment that the sun may shine, Bright as the sun himself, 'tis out again!" 

 
Brimstone 
Saturday Feb 22 was a warm spring-like day and so it was not all that surprising to see a bright yellow 
male Brimstone flying across our garden, my first of the year.  Patrick Murphy also had one flitting 
through his garden in the midday sun.  These will be adults emerging from hibernation; they will be 
looking for food and mates, though there is not a lot in the way of flowers for them to feed on.  
Brimstones are a bit like Lesser Celandines in that they come out with the sun.  What a pity 
Wordsworth did not write a poem about the Brimstone.  Maybe someone else can oblige?    
 
Fungi  
I came across two examples of fungi on the Brook Meadow this week.  Many-zoned Polypore (Coriolus 
versicolor) is on a tree stump just outside the Lumley gate.  The other one is Straw Cup Fungus (Peziza 
vesiculosa) which grows on the pile of arisings in the north-east corner of the meadow.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 5-6: Jan 27 - Feb 9, 2014.   

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Work session - report by Maurice Lillie  
Sunday 2nd February 2014.   On a sunny Sunday morning, Maurice Lillie welcomed nine volunteers 
and explained the tasks for the work session.  Then, he did the regular risk assessment in which 
volunteers were made aware of the risks likely to be encountered, particularly running water, not only in 
the Ems, but across the meadows, as everywhere was very muddy and therefore slippery. He also 
warned about the care of tools and to be aware of others when working. Jobs were allocated and 
appropriate tools were selected. The work to be carried out was as follows:  
1. to complete the clearing up of the arisings from work carried out by Havant Council's contractors in 
the north-east corner of the meadow. Within the arisings there were several pruned branches that with 
minimal conversion would become more posts and weaving spars for the dead hedge work.  
2. to repair and extend dead hedges along the river bank in the Central Meadow. Some materials for 
this had, on a previous work session, been conveniently stowed near the Ems 'S' bend. This was most 
satisfactorily carried out with teams of volunteers cutting straight branches to length for posts, 
sharpening one end for driving into the ground and weaving long thin branches between them. Ian took 
control of a billhook and skilfully pointed the posts rather like enormous pencils. Tony became a dab 
hand at making pilot holes in the ground and he and Gordon drove the posts to rigidity ready for the 
remainder of the gang to weave countless branches in and out of the line of posts.  They were 
undeterred by the random shape and length of the branches. In addition, further repairs were carried 
out to the hedge near to Water Vole Conservation notice. The result was an excellent hedge providing 
a deterrent to people and dogs from accessing this section of the River Ems. 
3 Frank carried out the regular litter pick.  
At 11 o'clock it was 'down tools' for a welcome tea/coffee break and thanks to Pam who always 
manages to provide much enjoyed piping hot drinks and a delicious collection of biscuits.  At noon, 
Maurice thanked the volunteers who had done a great morning's work. The tools were counted, 
cleaned and stowed in their homes in the Rookery.  
 
Photos of the work session by Brian are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Sessions –  Thursday 20th February and Sunday 2nd March.  10-12 noon.  Meet at the 
Lumley Gate. Volunteers of all ages and physical abilities are welcome.  There is a job to suit everyone 
and refreshments at half time.  Tools, gloves and refreshments are provided.   
 
New funding 
At the AGM of the Emsworth Residents Association on Jan 27, the Brook Meadow Conservation Group 
was awarded £500 from their Community Chest Fund to go towards the installation of the new tool 
store on the Seagull Lane patch.   
 
Flooding news - report by Brian Fellows  
The level of the River Ems is currently running higher than ever in my experience.   It has risen a good 
6 inches during the past week.  When I checked this morning the water was lapping against the bottom 
of the black sandbags in the north-east corner, but not going through.  The Environment Agency have 
reinforced the wall of bags with an extra layer along the top and another layer along the top of the brick 
wall.  That's good, but let's hope the bags do not get thrown into the river as they were last time.   
 
The south meadow is now a lake and looks really pretty.  It would be nice to have it like that 
permanently though that would make updating the signcase difficult as it is almost under water.    
The walk through Palmer's Road Copse is still impossible, except for the bit by the observation fence.  
The whole of the west bank of the river is also inundated up to the S-bend, which no longer exists!   
 
At Lumley Mill water is gushing through the new sluice gates and spilling over onto the footbridge 
across the river.  The path through to Seagull Lane is totally flooded as is the mini arboretum to the 
north of the path.  I have never seen it like this.  The Lumley Stream is a torrent, rushing in front of the 
Lumley Cottages and precariously close to the top of the banks.  
 
I have created a special flooding news page with photos on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-flooding-2014.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-flooding-2014.html


WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Water Voles and flooding 
Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust replied reassuringly to my concerns in the last Bulletin 
about the effects of the flooding on Water Voles.   He recently waded through the reserve at Winnall 
Moors near Winchester when the whole site was underwater and discovered that Water Voles were 
finding refuge in dense areas of bramble and vegetation above the water line.  This clearly emphasises 
the importance of leaving some dense bankside vegetation along sections of river.   Graham said 
Water Voles will happily feed on shredded bark from young trees and shrubs when nothing else is 
available.   Thankfully, there is no shortage of dense vegetation and brambles on the river banks on 
Brook Meadow, so (fingers crossed) the voles should be OK.   
We actually had our first Water Vole sighting of the year this week, not on the River Ems, but 
surprisingly on the Lumley Stream, which is currently like a raging torrent.  The poor creature was seen 
struggling across the stream beside the footbridge on Feb 6.   How different this is from last year when 
we already had had 32 Water Vole sightings by this date.  For all the Water Vole news and photos go to 
. . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Bird song 
Most of the bird residents of Brook Meadow seem to have weathered the storms and the floods and 
many are now getting into their spring mode.  Dunnocks have been singing their cheery little song from 
prominent perches and chasing one another while wagging their tails.  Dunnocks seem to have taken 
over from Robin as the main songster, for the time at least.   Other birds regularly singing around the 
meadow are Song Thrush, Wren, Great Tit, House Sparrow, Starling, Goldfinch, Woodpigeon and 
Collared Dove.  I also heard my first Blue Tit song of the winter period from the garden of Holmwood 
House in King Street.  I would not be surprised to hear a Chiffchaff warming up fairly soon.   
 
Cherry Plum 'Pissardii' 
The flowering cherry tree on the causeway on Brook Meadow is just coming out and soon will be 
covered in pretty white flowers with orange-topped stamens; later it will sprout red leaves.   This tree 
was  blown over in the early 2000s in similar storms to what we are having now.  The conservation 
group cut it down to a stump, but it has sprouted again and is now a substantial and attractive tree.  But 
what tree is it?   I usually refer to it as a Myrobalan Plum, though Ralph Hollins suggested Cherry Plum 
(Prunus cerasiferus).  There are some differences between the two, notably the colour of the leaves 
which are green in Cherry Plum and reddish-purple in what I have been calling Myrobalan Plum.  
Google-based researches suggested it might be a purple leaved plum cultivar called Pissardii.  This is 
widely grown in gardens and was first introduced from Persia by a certain M. Pissard.   So, until we 
hear better, it might be best if we now call the tree on the causeway a Cherry Plum 'Pissardii' cultivar.   
 
Millpond News  
Chris Oakley noted that the Swans on the town millpond are currently very territorial with the north and 
south pairs each having a demarcation line, and are constantly pushing to see how much the other will 
tolerate.   The encounter could become more physical as spring approaches and their hormones really 
start to flow.   Is there scope for two swans to nest on the millpond?   
A female Red-breasted Merganser has been visiting Emsworth Millpond from time to time over the past 
few weeks.  I have always missed it, but Maurice Lillie got a photo of it on Feb 7.   But we have still not 
had any Tufted Duck on the millpond this winter for the first time I can recall.  What is going on?   
 
Knot in Emsworth  
Knot occur in huge flocks on the Norfolk coasts, but are not nearly as numerous on the south coast.  
However, on Jan 31 Peter Milinets-Raby counted 934 Knot from a series of photos in Emsworth 
Harbour.  This is the most so far this winter, but not a record.   The winter of 2011-2012 was a bumper 
one when numbers built up from 47 on Jan 2 to an astonishing 1,200 on Feb 13; they declined to 50 on 
Feb 23 and were all gone by the beginning of March.  Last year the peak was 150 on Jan 2.   
 
Other harbour news 
Brent Geese are still feeding on inland fields rather than in the harbours.  Ducks are also scarce in 
Emsworth Harbour and Black-tailed Godwits have gone almost completely.  However, the good old 
faithful Spotted Redshank, sometimes with a friend, is still frequenting the small stream at Nore Barn 2-
3 hours either side of high water.  Janet Hider says anyone brave enough to walk in this weather may 
still get a view of the Avocets at Nutbourne.  Her husband got a photo of some in flight on Feb 8 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 3-4: Jan 13-26, 2014.   

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from the group 
Work session - report by Maurice Lillie  
Thursday 16th January - On an unexpected mild sunny morning, Maurice Lillie welcomed twelve 
volunteers to Brook Meadow and explained the tasks to be undertaken.   
The main task was to clear the site for the proposed tool store.  Nine volunteers cleared the 
area of brambles, nettles, ivy and ground cover of all sorts of vegetation.  Overhanging branches were 
also removed and reduced to handleable sizes. The arisings were placed on the site of a previous area, 
nearby.  Whilst this was going on, Mike, Jennifer and Phil reduced the height of the stump of the felled 
ash tree in Central Meadow.  The usual litter pick was ably carried out by Frank.   
With perfect timing these tasks were completed by 11.00.  Time for tea, coffee and bickies supplied as 
always by Pam.  Thank you Pam.  
After a short break the whole party devoted their attention to salvaging materials for dead hedging.  
Most went to the north east corner of the north meadow while Ian, Chrissie and Jennifer went to the 
south meadow to do the same with the debris following over-enthusiastic tree-work by HBC contractors.  
Unfortunately, the effects of recent extreme weather were somewhat deeper than the height of their 
wellingtons, so they sensibly abandoned the task until a future date.  
Noon arrived, Maurice thanked everyone for their sterling efforts, the tools were gathered, counted and 
returned all present and correct to their homes.   
Photos of the work session by Brian are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
Next Work Sessions – Sunday 2nd February and Thursday 20th February.  10-12noon.  Meet at the 
Lumley Gate. Volunteers of all ages and physical abilities are welcome.  There is a job to suit everyone 
and refreshments at half time.  The principle task for the first session will be the excavation of 
foundation trenches for the tool store.  Tools, gloves and refreshments are provided.   
 
Brook Meadow floods - report by Brian Fellows  
On Jan 22, I had an e-mail from Pam Phillips saying the River Ems was higher than ever on Brook 
Meadow after the previous night's heavy rain.  So, I donned my wellies and went over to have a look for 
myself.  It was certainly the highest I had ever seen the river.  It was rushing through the tunnel under 
the railway and lapping against the wall of black sand bags.  The north meadow was awash and the S-
bend had virtually disappeared.  Most dramatic of all, the south meadow was like a lake from water 
cascading over the top of the sluice gate.  Palmer's Road Copse was flooded and the path was gone.  
The Environment Agency chaps had removed the boards from the sluice to allow the flooded river to 
drain into the south meadow, which now acts as a 'balancing pond', and then out through a duct into 
Peter Pond.  EA had also erected fences across the entrances to the south meadow with 'flood' notices 
as a precaution. Just what effect will this flooding will have upon the wildlife, particularly Water Voles?   
As I write (Jan 26), the situation is basically unchanged and, with the Ems Valley basically under water 
up to Walderton, things are not likely to improve for a while yet.  There is only one way for all this water 
to go - through Brook Meadow and thence to the sea!   There are photos of the flooding on Brook 
Meadow on the blog for Jan 22.   
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Bird spring 
Birds are getting increasingly excited about the approach of spring.  Robins are singing everywhere and 
Dunnock, Wren, Song Thrush and Great Tit are also in fine voice.  John Arnott heard the first Chaffinch 
song on Brook Meadow on Jan 22, not the full confident rollicking rendition, he says, with the bowler 
running up and releasing the ball, but clearly recognisable none the less.  I have heard one or two 
snatches of a Blackbird song and a Greenfinch was churring by El Rancho on Lumley Road, but neither 
will be singing regularly for another month or so.    As for Robins, I had a pair in my garden on Jan 21.  
Although this is not particularly early, as pairing often occurs by the middle of December, it is about two 
months before the birds actually nest.  Most other birds will wait for spring.   
 
Fungi 
A couple of eye catching fungi were discovered in the past week, both fairly common, but nice to see.  
A good growth of Jelly Ear (aka Jew's Ear) fungus (Auricularia auricula-judae) is on a dead log by the 
side of Lumley Road opposite the cottages; and Malcolm Phillips found some Sulphur Tuft fungus 
(Hypholoma fasiculare) on an old tree stump near the south bridge on Brook Meadow.    

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Plant news 
I have been searching for Lesser Celandines, but have not found many.  There are a few along Lumley 
Road and in Bridge Road car park, but none on Brook Meadow as yet.   They are certainly later than 
usual.  However, Cow Parsley is doing well; I found another one in flower on the causeway near the top 
of the steps, just inside the flood barrier, which is the second on the meadow this winter.  Fresh leaves 
of the unusual Hairy Garlic are now showing along the path behind Lillywhite's Garage, where the 
Sweet Violet flowers are increasing daily beside the brick wall.    
 
Green Sandpipers 
During a walk to Westbourne last week along a very muddy Lumley Lane, I happened to meet John 
Barker, the owner of Mill Meadow Farm where the Alpacas live.  I was very pleased to learn from John 
that both Green Sandpiper and Snipe can still be seen in the Ems valley; I used to see them regularly 
during my surveys there in the early 1990s.  We are lucky to have Green Sandpipers in Emsworth as 
they are scarce winter visitors in Britain with only a few recorded each year by the local ornithological 
societies.  They are nervous birds and will fly off in a zigzag flight calling hysterically with just their pure 
white rump showing.  Most of them winter in the Mediterranean basin and Africa and pass over us on 
their way to and from their breeding grounds in Scandinavia and Northern Europe.     
 
Garden Blackcaps  
There have not been many reports of Blackcaps from garden bird watchers this winter.  Graham Petrie 
sent me a photo of a male he had on his feeders and Chris Oakley says a male has been an 
intermittent visitor to his north Emsworth garden.  I have not seen one in my garden as yet, though last 
winter, which was much colder than this one, I had a male and a female in early January as did Patrick 
Murphy and Caroline French in their gardens.  Blackcaps are winter migrants from the Continent and 
are regular visitors to garden bird feeding stations, where they tend to favour fat balls, apples and 
sponge cake!  So, if you have seen one (or two) please let me know - with a photo if possible.   
 
Bumblebee in winter  
Chris Oakley got a photo of a Buff-tail Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) feeding on one of the Gorse 
bushes which are in full flower on the east side of Slipper Millpond on Jan 22.   This was our first 
Bumblebee of the year, though I did see some in December on the Ivy flowers at the end of 
Warblington Road.   Bryan Pinchen says we should expect to see B. terrestris bumblebees in mild 
winters; queens start nesting in the autumn and, if the weather is mild, continue throughout the winter 
producing workers and later, males and new queens.   
 
Bird ringing 
On Jan 18, I had a phone call from Anne de Potier inviting me to come to The Stables on Thorney 
Island where Pete Potts and his bird ringing team had made an excellent catch of 13 Greenshanks, 4 
Redshanks, 1 Spotted Redshank and a Greylag Goose!   I was most interested in the Spotted 
Redshank which I thought just might be the one that we have been watching at Nore Barn for the past 
10 years.  Alas, it was not, since a couple of days later I saw  the regular Spotted Redshank, without 
rings, in the stream along with a second Spotshank, which was also unringed.  What this means is 
there are at least four local Spotted Redshanks, ie the two ringed birds G+GY (ringed in Oct 2008) and 
G+GR (ringed on 18 Jan 2014) plus the two at Nore Barn.  See the Emsworth blog for photos of the 
ringing session and Pete's report.    
  
Harbour Seals 
On Saturday Jan 25, Malcolm Phillips and Jenny walked right round Thorney Island.  That was a long 
haul!   On the way they saw some Harbour Seals hauled up on the mudflats.  I believe there are around 
15 Harbour Seals in Chichester Harbour in all, best seen at the southern end of Thorney.   
 
Starling display 
Finally, I must draw your attention to a film of an astonishing Starling display.  It was made in November 
2011 by Sophie Windsor Clive and Liberty Smith who stumbled on it while canoeing to an island on 
Lough Derg on the River Shannon in Ireland.  Their 2 minute film is on YouTube . . . 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRNqhi2ka9k    
I recall as a young lad living near Birmingham seeing the sky darken as millions of Starlings streamed 
overhead  towards the city centre, but I don't think that happens any more.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 1-2: Dec 30 - Jan 12, 2014.   

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from the group 
Work session  
Sunday 5th January - Ten happy and enthusiastic New Year volunteers gathered on the Meadow 
during a welcome break in the recent severe wet and windy weather. The main tasks involved clearing 
Willows that had fallen on young planted trees or into the Ems.   
One team cleared the branches from a Willow that had fallen onto and around an Alder planted on the 
West bank up from the South bridge whilst another cleared a Willow that had fallen onto the young 
Hazel copse by the North bridge. This required extensive sawing and dragging of the branches to clear 
the respective sites.  
A brash and log pile near the South bridge was also tidied up and a large amount of litter collected from 
around the Meadow.  After welcome refreshments provided by Pam, one team resumed clearance and 
sorting of the large pile of brash and logs in the top North East corner.    
The other team cleared a large amount of broken branches and debris trapped by a Willow that had 
fallen across the Ems upstream from the planted Alders; and also trimmed the Willow as much as was 
feasible in the high water of the river.  
Finally, a small Ash tree in the Lumley wet area was felled and cleared. Overall, a very good morning's 
work, in particular considering the earlier atrocious weather conditions and extensive flooding on and 
around the Meadow.   
Report by Mike.  Photos of the work session by Brian are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2014a.html 
 
River levels 
The River Ems and Lumley stream are both very full at the moment.  The Ems has been leaching a 
small flow over the sluice gate into the South Meadow, while the Lumley Stream is forming a 
surprisingly strong current through the mud of both Peter and Slipper Millponds.  The main cause of this 
flow will be an increase in water coming from the aquifers on the chalk downs, though there maybe 
some contribution from the housing development at Hampshire Farm.   
A row of black 'sand bags' has appeared along the top of the rebuilt brick wall in the northeast corner of 
the meadow, presumably put there by the Environment Agency to prevent the river going over the top 
and flooding the gardens in Lumley Road.  However, one fears they will be destined for the river once 
the local lads get sight of them.  Too tempting by half.   
 
Next Work Sessions – Thursday 16th January and Sunday 2nd February – 10-12noon.  Meet at the 
Lumley Gate. Tools and gloves provided plus refreshments.  The next major task is to prepare the 
ground for the metal tool shed to be placed in the Seagull Lane Patch. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Bird song 
An increase in bird song is welcome harbinger of the approach of spring, as birds start to establish their 
nesting territories and attract potential mates.  Robins have been singing their soft and rather wistful 
autumn songs for some while, but they are now developing their much stronger and richer spring song.  
Soon Robins will be pairing up and becoming much more friendly.  Other birds singing on and around 
Brook Meadow recently include Song Thrush, Great Tit, Dunnock, Wren, Starling, Goldfinch, 
Woodpigeon, Collared Dove and Stock Dove.   I have also heard occasional bursts of Blackbird song, 
but they will not be singing regularly for another month or so.   
 
Oaks retain leaves 
I have always been puzzled by the fact that some apparently deciduous trees retain their leaves over 
the winter period.   For example, the now quite tall Oak that you first see when you go through the 
Seagull Lane gate onto Brook Meadow, which was planted in memory of the husband of Jenny a good 
friend of Brook Meadow, has never, to my knowledge, lost its leaves in winter.  Of the other three 
English Oaks that were planted on the Seagull Lane patch for the Jubilee two have lost their leaves, but 
the one that I planted has not.   I gather this persistent leaf trait is termed marcescence and quite a few 
members of Quercus family and some other species, such as, Beech and Hornbeam behave in this 
way.  The Beech hedge in Bridge Road also retains most of its leaves.   It is thought marcescence may 
benefit the tree in deterring grazing animals, helping water balance and protect the plant from cold.    
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Harbour birds on the move 
Emsworth Harbour has been fairly deserted over the past few weeks as many of the geese, ducks and 
waders have migrated to flooded inland fields to feast on the worms and other invertebrates.  Brent 
Geese tend to favour the large fields at Southbourne and I often see skeins of them flying north over 
the harbour towards this area.  This year, for the first time, the geese have also been using fields to the 
north of Nore Barn woods, which should be enough to scupper plans for housing development there.   
A rare Black Brant goose has been seen with the Brent flock.  This is basically a North American bird 
but some often get mixed in with the Brents on the breeding grounds and migrate down here with them.  
Brant is similar to Brent, but for its pure white flanks and broad white neck band.   
The Black-tailed Godwits have also disappeared en masse, though they do often go off at this stage in 
the winter.  However, the old familiar regulars can still be found at Nore Barn, Spotted Redshank, 
Greenshank, Little Egret and the 11 Mute Swans.    
 
Millpond news 
Two pairs of Mute Swans now occupy the town millpond together with a lone individual that spends 
most of the time grazing the grass verge on Bridgefoot Path.   On Jan 10 I watched the cobs of the two 
pairs circling around each other menacingly with wings raised while the pens remained at a safe 
distance.  There was no actual physical aggression, but I can see the situation getting more heated as 
spring approaches and the hormones start to flow.  The pond is probably big enough to accommodate 
two nesting pairs, though there is a severe shortage of natural nesting materials as the resident pair 
found last year when they constructed their nest largely from bits of litter.   
Meanwhile, the Slipper Millpond Association have completed the new wire construction on the main raft 
of the pond which they hope will deter the Great Black-backed Gulls from nesting there this year.  Let's 
wait and see what happens.  Over on Peter Pond a Kingfisher has been using the wooden bird table at 
the northern end of the pond as a perch.  Generally, the two Hermitage ponds are very good for seeing 
Kingfisher at this time of the year.   
 
Beach combing on Hayling 
The stormy December weather created a beach comber's wildlife paradise on Hayling west beach. On 
Christmas Day Chris and Ann Oakley discovered hundreds of Whelk egg cases and dead Starfish, plus 
Sea Urchins, Sea Anemones, Sea Slugs, sponges and Dogfish Mermaids' purses all washed up by the 
strong winds.  They also found a six legged Starfish and wondered if this was a variety or a kind of 
nautical lucky four-leaved clover.   Later Romney Turner came upon a Sea Scorpion with another fish 
wedged in its mouth and a Sea Mouse.  Sadly, all are now beginning to rot leaving waves of pungent 
aroma along the beach.   
 
Rare fungus in Hollybank Woods  
A rare (bracket) fungus called Laxitextum bicolor  was discovered during a Friends of Hollybank Woods 
Fungus Foray in November 2013. The walk was led by the Hampshire Fungus group in memory of Tim, 
the late fungus guru of the Friends, who died last year.   Laxitextum bicolor  was a first for Hampshire, 
though apparently it has been recorded in various locations in Hollybank Woods.  More details and a 
photo of the fungus can be seen on the following web site . . . http://www.hampshirefungi.org.uk/ 
 
Hampshire Farm 
I have yet to visit the newly completed 40 acres of 'public open space' on the Hampshire Farm 
development to the north of Emsworth, but Chris Oakley who lives right opposite the site in Redlands 
Lane has promised to keep an eye on it for us.  Chris has already had one promising sighting in the 
form of  a small wader on the attenuation pond with a very pronounced white rump when in flight.  This 
was almost certainly a Green Sandpiper which I used to see regularly in the Ems valley between 
Emsworth and Westbourne in the early 1990s.  It is good to see they are still in the area and making 
use of the new site.   
 
Winter flowers 
Winter Heliotrope is a common winter flowering plant and its highly aromatic spikes can now be seen in 
various locations around the town, including the A259 embankment in the centre of Emsworth behind 
the surgery, on the north west corner of the Peter Pond and on the riverside on Brook Meadow.    
The first Sweet Violets are peeping through on the wayside path behind Lillywhite's Garage and there 
are still fine displays of Gorse on the east side of Slipper Millpond.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm           
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