
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 49-50: Dec 2-15, 2013 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from the group 
 

Next Work Session – Thursday 19th December from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Gate.  We shall be 
finishing early as we have been invited for our annual Christmas treat.  Penny Aylett provides mulled 
wine and delicious mince pies and we all squeeze into her warm kitchen/diner.  Brook Meadow 
volunteers will be back in the New Year as usual on the first Sunday in January (Jan 5).   
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Water Rail  
We have had several more sightings of the Water Rail on Brook Meadow, mostly on the stretch of river 
between the old gasholder and the sluice gate.  Sometimes it shows very well for a photo or two.   Tony 
Wootton got a cracker on Dec 5 - see the Emsworth blog.   But generally, it is an elusive bird, sliding in 
and out of vegetation on the riverside.  It is quite different in behaviour to the more bold and brash 
Moorhens of which there are at least 6 on the river.  Look out for its brown upper parts, slate grey chest 
and face, long bright red bill and white barring on the flanks.   
 
Bird song 
It was good to hear several Robins singing their wistful autumn songs when I walked through Brook 
Meadow a couple of days ago.  Even better was the bolder strains of a Song Thrush song floating over 
from the railway embankment.  Song Thrush is a regular but an intermittent winter songster.  I have 
also heard a Blackbird sing from the a large Yew tree in the garden at the bottom of West Street in 
Emsworth.   They occasionally sing in winter, with a subdued 'subsong', but do not begin their full 
territorial song until mid February.  The only other winter songsters I have heard are Wren, Collared 
Dove and Woodpigeon.   
 
Winter wild flowers 
It is always a challenge to find some wild flowering plants in the middle of winter, but one cannot help 
but notice the very fine Cow Parsley on the causeway leading to the Lumley gate on Brook Meadow.  
The odd Cow Parsley often does flower at this time of the year - late autumn or early spring? 
The Gorse nearby has a few flowers, but there is a magnificent one in full flower on the east side of 
Slipper Millpond, its yellow blooms contrasting well with the bright orange berries of a Pyracanthus.   
Some of the large umbels of Hogweed are still hanging on along the main river path through Brook 
Meadow.  While walking down Lumley Road by Peter Pond look out for the bright blue Greater 
Periwinkle flower shining in the roadside vegetation.   Meanwhile, Winter Heliotrope has just started to 
open its aromatic flowers on the wayside embankment on the main road near the Emsworth Surgery 
car park.  My own personal list of wild flowers in December currently stands at 32, though Ralph Hollins 
is far ahead of me with over 50.   
 
Insects 
Late flying insects are particularly attracted to Ivy flowers at this time of the year.  On Dec 9, I found 
Drone Flies, Bluebottles, Common Wasps and one Buff-tail Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) complete 
with bulging pollen sacs on the Ivy flowers at the end of Warblington Road and on the bush just past 
the interpretation board to the south of Nore Barn Woods.   Dec 9 was a warm winter day and a friend 
of mine spotted a Red Admiral flying in one of the gardens overlooking Nore Barn beach.  Red Admiral 
is our only all-year-round butterfly.   
 
Dead worms 
Several people have commented on the spate of dead earthworms around the Emsworth area following 
the sea surge and flooding on Dec 6.  Pam Phillips reported  dozens of dead worms on the footpath at 
the back of Lillywhite's Garage and Maurice Lillie said they were almost everywhere on Slipper Road, 
Lumley Road, Main Road and on Brook Meadow, where one person described it as 'mass suicide'.   
What was the cause?  Apparently, earthworms are not easily drowned provided there is enough oxygen 
in the water, as there usually is in rain water.   However, the surge brought sea water onto the land 
which is not good for worms, as salt upsets the balance of chemicals just underneath its skin and dries 
it out.  This is why earthworms are no good for sea fishing.   
 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Millpond News 
The situation is basically unchanged on the town millpond with the nesting pair of Mute Swans still 
ruling the roost and driving off intruders with their wings raised.  However, I have noticed a particularly 
determined pair of swans that appear to be resisting attempts to reject them.  There could be a skirmish 
in the spring.  Meanwhile, over on Slipper Millpond on Dec 12  I saw a couple of chaps constructing a 
low wooden framework on the centre raft that will hold some sort of cover to prevent future nesting of 
the Great Black-backed Gulls on the raft.   
 
Ringed Black-headed Gull  
I spotted a Black-headed Gull on the edge of the town millpond on Bridgefoot Path with an engraved 
ring on its leg - EAS6.   Through an internet search I eventually got in touch with Benny Middendorp 
who had ringed the bird in Holland in March 2012.  Benny sent me a photo of the bird after it had been 
ringed in its breeding plumage with a beautiful brown head.  It seems likely that many of the gulls we 
see in winter on the millpond are of Dutch origin.   See blog for Dec 2 and photos.   
 
Harbour news  
All our wintering birds are now settled in the local harbours and will be with us until February at least.  
The best gatherings of birds tends to be in the western harbour, particularly around Nore Barn where 
one can usually see hundreds of Brent Geese, Wigeon and Teal floating around on the water or feeding 
on mudflats.  Also present in much smaller numbers are Pintail and Shelduck.  Over 150 Black-tailed 
Godwits regularly assemble in the creek south of Nore Barn Woods as the tide rises along with a few 
Greenshank and Redshank.  The regular Spotted Redshank, and sometimes two, can usually be found 
in the small stream close to high water.  The usual winter gathering of Coot in the harbour near the 
quay still has not happened.  This is probably due to inland lakes not yet being frozen.   
 
Black Brant  
Peter Milinets-Raby has been doing his regular early morning walks from Nore Barn to Warblington.  
On Dec 14 he was rewarded not only by a beautiful sunrise but by a rare Black Brant goose off Conigar 
Point.   These are basically North American birds, but some get mixed in with the Dark-bellied Brent 
Geese on the breeding grounds and migrate here with them for the winter.  This is the first one in 
Emsworth for some while, so I would appreciate any other sightings.  It looks very much like a standard 
Brent, but for its gleaming white flanks and broad white neck band.   But beware there is much debate 
over their identification among the experts and hybrids with the Dark-bellied Brents do occur.  See the 
note on the blog for Dec 14.   
 
Wildlife photographers 
Romney Turner is one of many regular contributors of excellent wildlife photos to the Emsworth wildlife 
blog.  This week she has been sampling the delights of Farlington Marshes.  One interesting image 
which caught my eye was of a Black-tailed Godwit in a very unusual posture while bathing in the lagoon 
(see blog for Dec 14) - or was it practising for a synchronised swimming routine?   
Tony Wootton is another local wildlife photographer who sends some great images for the blog.   On 
Dec 5 he got a shot of an astonishing 62 Avocets in flight over Nutbourne Bay.   This week Tony got a 
whisp of 6 Snipe (he says 7) during the Havant Wildlife Group walk at Titchfield Haven.  Incidentally, if 
you are interested in joining this friendly local nature study group on wildlife walks every Saturday 
morning check the web page at . . . http://familyfellows.com/hwg-index.htm 
 
Hedgehog news 
Sadly, the Hedgehog that Graham Petrie found in his Havant garden (as reported in the last bulletin) 
has died.  But another one turned up in his garden which he named 'Hogboy'.  Graham had Hogboy 
checked over by the 'Little Prickles Hedgehog Sanctuary' in Portchester.  They thought he looked pretty 
healthy and was happy with his weight gain, but it needs to be 650 grams for hibernation.  They also 
confirmed that Hogboy was indeed a male. Graham's report along with a photo of the little fellow is on 
the blog for Dec 12.   I would be interested to hear from anyone else caring for a Hedgehog.    
 
Starling displays 
There have been some impressive displays of Starlings going to roost over the past few weeks.  The 
best one locally is probably that at Blashford Lakes where up to 500,000 has been estimated.  Closer to 
home was an excellent display of Starlings seen by Roy Hay from Chichester Railway Station on Dec 6.  
See Roy's video on YouTube at . . . 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wA_xHXTsQkw&feature=youtu.be 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 47-48: Nov 18 - Dec 1, 2013 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from the group 
Work session - Report by Maurice Lillie  
Sunday 1 December 2013.  On an overcast, chilly morning, Maurice Lillie welcomed the 8 volunteers 
and explained the tasks for the morning.  He made the group aware of the risks likely to be 
encountered, and the care of tools and each other to be taken when working.  It was intended to use 
the power scythe but it has developed a leak in the fuel line. The work to be carried out was as follows:  
1 To remove uncut vegetation from the Central Meadow and clear to the sacrificial dump in North 
Meadow. 
2 To complete the clearing up of the tree cuttings from work carried out by Havant Council's contractors 
and to sort through this material and select poles and bindings for dead hedges. Ample material was 
chosen and carried to the Water Vole Conservation sign where the old dead hedge had been trampled. 
This was most satisfactorily carried out with teams of volunteers cutting straight branches to length for 
posts, sharpening one end for driving into the ground and weaving long thin branches between them. 
Nigel took control of a billhook and skilfully pointed the posts rather like enormous pencils. Debi 
became a dab hand at making pilot holes in the ground and Phil and Tony drove the posts to rigidity 
ready for the remainder of the gang to weave small branches in and out of the line of posts. The result 
was an excellent hedge providing a deterrent to people and dogs from accessing this section of the 
River Ems where many sightings of water voles have been recorded this year. 
It is intended to continue this process further north at the 'S' bend on a future occasion. 
3 Frank and Ute carried out the regular litter pick. The 11 o'clock blast of the whistle signified  
'Tea/coffee Time' and thanks to Pam who always manages to provide much enjoyed piping hot drinks 
and a delicious collection of biscuits.   
Photos of the work session at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2013.html 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 19th December from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Gate.  We shall be 
finishing early on the Meadow as we have been invited for our annual Christmas treat.  Penny Aylett 
provides mulled wine and delicious mince pies and we all squeeze into her warm kitchen/diner.  Brook 
Meadow volunteers will be back in the New Year as usual on the first Sunday in January (Jan 5).   
 
Geocachers on Brook Meadow  
Rod Smith from the Friends of Hollybank Woods is a keen geocacher.  He asked the conservation 
group for permission to hide a geocache plastic container on the meadow.  In return he offered the 
services of the 'Geocachers Flying Squad' to help with conservation work.  The offer was gratefully 
accepted as we had a massive amount of arisings from recent cuts to be raked and cleared.   
So, on Sunday Nov 24th about 40 Geocachers descended on Brook Meadow, having travelled from as 
far afield as Salisbury, Farnborough, Wales and Lumley Road.  They wasted no time in getting stuck 
into the clearance work with great gusto!   In addition to clearing the arisings several of the geocachers 
collected litter on the meadow, not that there was an awful lot of it.   There's a full report of the visit with 
photos of the activities at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2013.html 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 

Water Rail  
There is no doubt that we have a Water Rail on Brook Meadow.  It was first seen by Pam Phillips near 
the south bridge on Nov 15 and subsequently there have been 5 further sightings of what I assume is 
the same bird as far north as the railway embankment.  So, it is a fairly mobile bird and is not easy to 
see.  It moves quickly and silently along the river banks, leaving little indication of its presence.  
Recently, I stalked it as it crept along the west bank of the river in front of the gasholder.  I managed to 
get a photo (on the blog for Nov 30) clearly showing the bright red bill, red eye and white barring on the 
flanks.  Water Rail is a regular winter visitor to Brook Meadow, but this is the earliest one on record.   
 
Millpond News  
There is no change on the town millpond where the Mute Swan family from the 'litter nest' still reign 
supreme.  I am surprised that we have not had any Tufted Duck on the pond as yet, nor has there been 
any sign of Great Crested Grebe or Red-breasted Merganser, all regular winter visitors to the town 
millpond.  I would appreciate any sightings of these birds which tend to come and go.   
There's not much happening on Slipper Millpond either.  I haven't seen the Great Black-backed Gulls 
recently.  From the bridge I watched a Pied Wagtail leaping up at the windows of the patio doors of the 
houses overlooking Slipper Millpond.  I recall seeing them doing this before.  Maybe they are fed?   
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Harbour news 
All our regular wintering birds have now settled down in Emsworth Harbour and will be with us until 
March.  They include hundreds of Brent Geese, Wigeon and Teal which are best seen from the 
Western Parade path.  If you have binoculars look out for Shelduck and Pintail which are also present 
in small numbers.  As for the waders, flocks of Black-tailed Godwits regularly feed on the mudflats off 
Nore Barn, while lines of Dunlin can be seen clustered on the edges of the channels.  Other waders 
include Greenshank, Redshank, Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, Turnstone, Curlew and Lapwing.  
Meanwhile, one and sometimes two Spotted Redshanks continue to delight locals and visitors alike in 
the small stream at Nore Barn.   One special sighting was the 7 Sandwich Terns that Peter Milinets-
Raby saw at Nore Barn on Nov 28.   These will be wintering birds, not migrants.   
There is as yet no sign of the usual winter invasion of Coots into the harbour beneath the quay.  The 
most I have seen there is four.  At this time last year there were 74 by early December. My record count 
for Coots in the harbour was 186 in January 2011.   
 
House Sparrows return 
A couple of weeks ago I invested in some new feeders for my garden and some different 'No more 
mess' bird seed which I thought I would try as a possible alternative to sunflower hearts.  Well, the 
Goldfinches have not touched the new seeds; they have stayed loyal to the sunflower hearts, but 
House Sparrows seem to love them!   One morning last week I had 12 House Sparrows on the feeders, 
which is the most I have seen in the garden since May 2007.  I don't think this indicates a sudden 
resurgence in the House Sparrow population, but rather the discovery by this group of some food to 
their liking in my garden.  However, there are encouraging signs generally of a House Sparrow revival.   
 
Winter Hedgehog  
Graham Petrie is caring for a Hedgehog that he found in his Havant garden on Nov 28.  It really should 
be hibernating at this time of the year, but it was probably the product of a late brood and would be 
unlikely to survive the winter not having had time to build up sufficient fat reserves.  Graham got in 
touch with the Little Prickles hedgehog sanctuary based in Fareham.  They were inundated but gave 
him some helpful advice on housing and feeding.  See photo on the blog for Nov 29.  Meanwhile, 
Graham says the little chap is eating well and is keeping warm in its box with a hot water bottle 
wrapped in a towel.  All home comforts!   We look forward to news updates on the animal's progress.   
 
Garden butterfly boom in 2013 
British Trust for Ornithology reports a good year for butterflies in gardens covered by the Garden 
BirdWatch scheme.  A late spring meant butterflies had a very slow start at the beginning of the 
summer, with many emerging up to four weeks late.  Thus, numbers were well below what would 
normally be seen in gardens in early summer.  But, come July, the weather improved and butterflies 
made a spectacular comeback with many sudden and dramatic increases in numbers. 
Three species did really well, Meadow Brown, Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock.  The recovery of Small 
Tortoiseshell was particularly welcome after so many years of severe scarcity.  Let's hope this beautiful 
butterfly is back for good.  Butterflies which had a lower reporting rate than in 2012 included Holly Blue 
and Red Admiral. I was surprised to see that Red Admiral had declined as this was the one butterfly 
that I was seeing everywhere in late autumn.   
 
Horse Chestnut galls 
The large Horse Chestnut tree growing in the grounds of Holmwood House in Kings Road underneath 
which Jennifer Rye found the large crown gall on the ground on Nov 12 has many other such galls 
growing on various parts of the tree, including some huge ones on the main trunk and branches.  They 
are best seen from the path leading from Kings Road to Dolphin Creek.   
 
Insects on Ivy 
I usually check the flowers on Ivy hedge at the end of the path from Western Parade to Nore Barn.  
They often have a variety of late flying insects collecting nectar, such as, Bluebottles and Drone Flies.   
 
Nutbourne Avocets  
The Avocet flock in Nutbourne Bay has increased significantly over the past two weeks.  Anne de Potier 
found 31 there on Nov 18.  This number was up to 36 when Romney Turner was there on Nov 20 - and 
got a superb photo of most of them in flight (see blog for Nov 20).  Finally, Peter Adelien reported "a 
conservative count of 55 Avocets" on Nov 28.     
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm          
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 45-46: Nov 4-17, 2013 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from the group 
Committee activities 
There hasn’t been a Work Session since the last email, but the Committee has met.  There are lots of 
issues in the pipeline, so here is a report of just a few Committee activities.   
Planning Permission has been granted to erect a secure metal tool store to be hidden in the trees near 
the Seagull Lane entrance.  Currently our tools are stored in sheds and garages off site and it will be 
good to have our equipment readily to hand on Work Days.  The project is being masterminded by 
Maurice Lillie and will cost around £2,800.  Matched funding is being sought. 
BMCG is very grateful to Havant Tree Wardens for donating three sturdy Alder trees.  These have been 
planted in Palmers Road Copse near the river and can be seen from the main path through the copse.  
They look very handsome in a group of three and their roots should enjoy the wet conditions. 
A lot of work has gone into updating our five year Management Plan and thanks go to Frances 
Jannaway, Wally Osborne, Maurice Lillie and Pat Walsgrove for their attention to detail and production 
of this comprehensive working document.  Richard Jannaway produced excellent maps which bring the 
document to life. 
David Search ended this season’s survey of insects in October and gave the Committee a very 
professional and awe inspiring report of the invertebrates living in Brook Meadow.  There are many rare 
species and the results will be shared with Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre. 
Our membership campaign produced 73 new members and membership currently stands at 252.  
Wally Osborne has sent out 56 personal emails to remind supporters who haven't yet paid their 
2013/14 subscription and we hope they all want to renew.   
Report by Lesley Harris (Secretary) 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 21st November from 10-12.  Meet at the Lumley Gate. Volunteers of all 
ages and physical abilities are welcome. There is a job to suit everyone. 
 
Membership Renewal - If you haven't got round to paying your subscription, please do so now!  A 
renewal form to use is on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-
membership-renewal-form.html  If you are unsure of your Membership Status please contact Wally 
Osborne on 01243 375433 or wjn.545@homecall.co.uk  Wally's address for delivering cash or cheque 
is 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO107TF. 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 

Dead Water Rail  
On Nov 11 I had an e-mail from Michael Farley who lives in Thorney Road to say he had found a dead 
Water Rail on the roadside near Peter Pond.  He though it had been hit by a vehicle as it flew across 
the road from Slipper Millpond.   Fortunately, Michael is a taxidermist and was able to preserve the bird 
for posterity by stuffing it and mounting it on an attractive display with reeds.   There is a photo of it on 
the blog for Nov 16.  Incidentally, Michael is keen to receive dead birds for stuffing and can be 
contacted at . . . farleym@talktalk.net 
 
Live Water Rails 
Michael's discovery prompted me and others to go looking for Water Rails on Brook Meadow as they 
usually turn up at this time.   Pam Phillips was the first to see one on the river bank north of the south 
bridge on Nov 15.  Pam had another sighting of possibly the same bird this morning (Nov 17); it was 
running up and down the middle of the river below the S-bend.  Pam thought the bird's bill did not look 
red, which suggests it could be a juvenile.  It will be interesting if someone can get a photo to confirm 
this.   More evidence of their presence in the local area came from Roy Hay who saw a Water Rail in 
the stream that runs through Fishbourne Meadows on Nov 16.  All these birds are probably from 
breeding sites further north, though they could be migrants from the continent.   
 
Flowering plants 
Despite the dreary November weather there are still a good number of wild flowers to be seen on Brook 
Meadow.  White Dead-nettle is probably the most common flowering plant, though there are several tall 
Hogweed plants along the main river path with flowering umbels which attract a variety of late flying 
insects.   A couple of very attractive Hedge Woundwort plants are currently flowering along the main 
river path.  Of the grasses, Annual Meadow-grass and False Oat-grass are the only ones showing 
flowering spikelets.     
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Millpond News  
The situation on Emsworth Millpond is unchanged as the original nesting swan pair is still keeping 
others at bay.   A dozen or so Mute Swans tend to collect at Nore Barn, including the family with one 
cygnet from the Peter Pond nest.  However, they have been a target for dog attacks just recently; the 
police have been alerted.  Chris Oakley found 62 Mute Swans at Cutmill Creek, Chidham on Nov 15 
which he thought might be the missing Emsworth flock.   This is possible, though I know from past 
counts that there are usually substantial swan flocks in the Bosham and Fishbourne channels. 
 
Harbour news 
I'm pleased to report that the Spotted Redshank is now back on the Nore Barn stream fairly regularly 2-
3 hours either side of high water.  It usually feeds in company with a Greenshank and a Common 
Redshank and on occasions, if you are lucky, with a second Spotted Redshank.   
Brent Geese are now building up in Emsworth Harbour with a good sprinkling of juveniles (with white 
wing bars) among them.  I love to hear their gentle grunting calls wafting across the mudflats.   It looks 
as if they have had a fair breeding season, but not brilliant.   
Flocks of Black-tailed Godwits regular gather on the mudflats off Nore Barn was the tide falls; they are 
elegant birds with long bills and long legs.  We never get Bar-tailed Godwits in Emsworth; you need to 
go to Langstone to see them.   
 
Garden birds 
I have had a good number of birds in my garden near the centre of Emsworth over the past week.  
Thirteen species included up to 15 Goldfinches flocking onto the sunflower heart feeders; they are now 
my number one garden bird, though when we first moved into our present house in 1997 I hardly ever 
saw one.   This increase in Goldfinches is general across the country as evidenced by the BTO Garden 
BirdWatch scheme.  See . . . http://blx1.bto.org/gbw-dailyresults/results/gbwr471-20.html 
Interestingly, I have recently installed a nice new seed feeder with four perches, which the Goldfinches 
and other birds have been reluctant to go to, preferring to crowd onto the old battered two perch 
feeders which I have left up.  Birds usually avoid anything new in their environment; however, there 
were one or two brave fellers venturing onto it today and more will follow I am sure.   
 
Starlings  
I have even had small flocks of Starlings which are a real rarity in my garden these days.  They used to 
be so common, descending in flocks of up to 100 birds to gobble up food and then off they went in a 
flurry of wings!   BTO confirms the trend for falling numbers in gardens is general across the country.  
But there are still a lot of them about!   The Ham Wall blog reports flocks of 50,000 going into evening 
roosts.  http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/placestovisit/hamwall/b/hamwall-blog/default.aspx 
 
Horse Chestnut Gall 
Jennifer Rye called at my house on Nov 12 carrying a plastic bag containing a gnarled lump of wood 
which she had just found on the ground beneath the Horse Chestnut tree which grows near the path 
leading from Kings Road down to Dolphin Creek.  It had clearly broken away from the tree and was 
roughly round, about 18cm across and weighed about 1kg.  It would certainly have given anyone 
standing beneath it when it fell a nasty injury.   There is a photo of it on the blog for Nov 12.  Neither 
Jennifer or I had ever seen anything like it before, but putting Horse Chestnut gall into Google soon 
came up with an answer.  It was a Crown gall caused by a bacteria called Agrobacterium tumefaciens, 
which galls hundreds of other plants as well as Horse Chestnut.  
 
Snippets 
Avocets are back in Nutbourne Bay.  Ralph Hollins saw 14 of them on Nov 10 and numbers usually 
build up to between 20 and 30 as the winter develops.  These attractive birds are regular winter visitors 
to Nutbourne Bay, but never to Emsworth.  Why is that I wonder?  They are probably from the breeding 
colonies in Suffolk, Essex and Kent.   
Peter Milinets-Raby got a nice photo of a Long-tailed Duck (typically with no long tail) at Hayling 
Oysterbeds on Nov 16.  Peter thinks the plumage suggests a first winter male. Photo is on blog.   
Colin Vanner says the Bearded Tits are now showing very well at Farlington Marshes and he got a 
smashing photo of a male.  They are probably in the reeds at Thorney Little Deeps too.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 43-44: Oct 21 - Nov 3, 2013 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from the group 
Work Session 
3 November 2013.  Report by Maurice Lillie.    
On a bright, sunny break in the showery weather, Maurice welcomed the 11 volunteers and explained 
the tasks for the morning.  He made the group aware of the risks likely to be encountered, and the care 
of tools and each other to be taken when working. Jobs were allocated. 
Following the recent costly repair of the power scythe, Maurice reiterated the correct operation of that 
machine as follows:  
1 not to force the machine, or overload the front end, i.e. the cutter assembly. This applies equally to 
moving the machine to its operational location and using it. 
2 avoid, as far as possible, cutting material other than growing and recently growing vegetation. 
The work to be carried out was to power scythe the wild flower area in the north Meadow, in discussion 
with Brian Fellows, to rake up the arisings and to remove them in bags to the sacrificial area in the 
south east corner of the North Meadow.  Prior to power scything, the area was checked for buried 
objects, mainly branches and possibly stones.  The power scythe was operated by Mike, Phil and 
Gordon each doing approximately 30 minutes driving. The refurbished power scythe worked well 
despite the, in places, very thick tussocks and matted grass. Several clumps of plants were retained as 
markers/ wild life refuges.  
While this was going on Frank and Lesley litter picked and bagged rubbish that had been dropped and 
thrown around the meadow, the public path outside of Brook Meadow, parallel to A259. They then 
transferred their affections to Palmers Road Copse. Litter picking can be a most unpleasant job, but it 
was well and cheerfully undertaken.   
At 11.00 we broke for refreshments of coffee/tea, and biscuits, prepared and served as usual by Pam 
(thank you Pam).   At noon, Maurice thanked the volunteers who had done a great morning's work 
particularly considering its arduous nature. The tools were counted, cleaned and stowed in their homes 
in the Rookery.   
Brian took the usual photographs of the work being done and a selection of these can be seen on the 
web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2013.html 
 
Next Work Session - Thursday 21st November - 10-12noon.  Meet at the Lumley Gate.  Tools and 
gloves provided plus refreshments at half time. 
 
Membership Renewal - If you haven't got round to paying your subscription, please write yourself a 
note to get it sent off soon, before the Christmas panic sets in!  A renewal form for you to use is on the 
web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-membership-renewal-form.html  
If you are unsure of your Membership Status or would like a Standing Order form for you to submit to 
your bank, please contact Wally Osborne on 01243 375433 or wjn.545@homecall.co.uk 
Wally's address for delivering cash or cheque is 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO107TF. 
 
Membership Campaign Lucky Winner - The names of 60 new members and 7 sponsors were put 
into the hat at the AGM.  The lucky new member to win the Emsworth Co-op £10 voucher was Ros 
Wakeford. 

WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
Malcolm Phillips has been diligently searching for Water Voles on Brook Meadow since returning from 
holiday.  His perseverance paid off on Oct 31 when he got a photo of one swimming in the river near 
the sluice gate.  This was our first sighting this month and took the total so far this year to 123, which is 
way behind the record 204 sightings from last year.  However, the fact that the voles have been seen in 
all areas of the river from the south bridge to the railway tunnel in the far north-east corner of the 
meadow clearly shows they are still in good health.  For full details and photos go to the special Water 
Vole news web page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2013.html 
  
Red Admirals  
I have been seeing Red Admirals everywhere recently, basking in the warm sunshine.  Michaelmas 
Daisies on Brook Meadow are particularly attractive to them.  I saw a real beauty during the work 
session this morning - a photo is on the blog.   Red Admirals try to hibernate, though most do not 
survive; the few that do can often be seen flying on warm winter days.   Thankfully, a fresh wave of 
adults will teem northwards to us from the Mediterranean in the spring and the process starts again.  
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Other insects 
It is worth stopping to have a look at the splendid Hogweed flower heads as you walk down the main 
river path on Brook Meadow.  You will probably find several flies feeding on the nectar.   Most are not 
easy to identify, but one hoverfly called Helophilus pendulus is distinctive in having longitudinal stripes 
on its thorax.  For the tricky ones I usually ask our entomologist friend Bryan Pinchen to help out.  One 
little creature with big red eyes that I thought might be a Psyllid bug, turned out to be a true fly (diptera), 
probably one of the Drosophlildae or Agromyzidae Bryan thought.   
I had no trouble in identifying the cluster of 4 Harlequin Ladybirds that were resting on the metal frame 
of the signcase near the south gate when I was updating it on Nov 2.  Interestingly, they all had  
different patterns of black and red on their wing cases (see photos on the blog).  They will be looking for 
somewhere to hibernate, though I don't think they will be able to get into the signcase.   
 
Mute Swan news 
Emsworth Millpond without swans is almost unthinkable, but for the past 6 months it has been a reality.  
It all started in spring with the nesting of a pair of swans on the 'litter nest' near the bridge and since 
then these birds have made the millpond their exclusive territory driving off other swans, by rushing at 
them with wings arched aggressively over their backs.  Will they ever return?  One pessimistic theory is 
that the resident swan pair, having found a 'good' nesting site, will continue to protect it and drive off 
intruders.  However, an invasion force of 12 or so swans has been gathering in the harbour outside and 
some are venturing onto the millpond.    As for the once 'scraggy' cygnet, which had such a traumatic 
start to life in the millpond 'litter nest', this is now a fine looking swan, though it still has brown feathers.  
I think I have seen it over at Nore Barn, if so, it can also fly.   
The other two swan families in Emsworth are also doing well.  The one with 3 cygnets (including the 
white 'Polish' variety) from the nest on the marina embankment is still in the harbour, while the other 
family from the Peter Pond nest with one cygnet can often be found at Nore Barn.   
 
Great Black-backed Gull news 
The pair Great Black-backed Gulls which have nested on Slipper Millpond for the past two years are 
still in the area and can often be seen in the harbour and on the millponds.  Although they are 
magnificent birds, their powerful presence on the millpond has compromised the nesting of other birds, 
such as Mute Swans and Coots.  They have also seriously upset many of the local residents with their 
attacks on the resident birds.   At their AGM on Nov 1, the Slipper Millpond Preservation Association  
decided to erect a tent of netting over the centre raft to discourage the gulls from nesting there next 
year.  It will be interesting to see what effect it has, though I suspect the swans and Coots will continue 
to lose their broods as they have always done in the past.   
 
Harbour news  
Brent Geese arrived in early October and their atmospheric 'krunking' calls can be heard around the 
harbour; small families of Brents can be seen close to the shore with juveniles sporting white wing bars.   
Hundreds of Wigeon and Teal feed in the channels off Nore Barn, plus some Shelduck on the western 
mudflats.  We should soon be seeing Pintail too.   Flocks of Black-tailed Godwits regularly gather to 
feed on the mudflats off Nore Barn along with a few Greenshank, Curlew, Grey Plover and 
Oystercatcher.  Some of the Greenshanks have geolocator tags on their legs and Pete Potts hopes to 
recatch them to see where they have been on migration.   
 
Spotted Redshank  
The famous Emsworth Spotted Redshank returned to the small stream at Nore Barn on Oct 11 for 
the10th winter running, but so far it has not been feeding there as regularly as in previous years.  
Maybe it has discovered another good feeding area, but I shall be surprised if we don't see it again this 
winter.  Other birds that feed in this fresh water stream, include Mute Swans, Little Egret, Greenshank, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew and Grey Plover.  See the special Spotted Redshank web page for all the 
news and photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Garden news 
With so much natural fruit available in the countryside, garden birds have been scarce this autumn.  
Saying that, I still get a constant stream of Goldfinches on my feeders, but they are such messy eaters!   
I envy Patrick Murphy who has been having a male Sparrowhawk in his garden in North Emsworth.  On 
one occasion (Oct 27) it landed on a bird feeder stand close to the window giving Patrick a great photo 
opportunity.  Sparrowhawk is such a fine bird to have in the garden and, although it may well take a bird 
or two, its overall impact on bird populations is miniscule in the natural scheme of things.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily wildlife diary has more details about the items in this bulletin, plus 
some excellent photos . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm         
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP 
 Newsletter for Weeks 41-42: Oct 7 - 20, 2013 

Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
  

CONSERVATION NEWS - from Lesley Harris  
Work Session report 
Thursday 17th October 2013.  After early heavy rain, the sun shone for the ten volunteers.  The main 
job of the day was to start the clear up after Havant Borough Council contractors had been at work 
cutting down fallen crack willow branches on three sites on the Meadow.  In the South East Corner 
there is now a stark trunk nicknamed the totem or telegraph pole and a heap of branches.  The 
volunteers set to work to clear the debris from felling work in the Central Meadow.  Large boles were 
sawn up and placed in a pile for habitat for mini beasts.  The strong but slender branches were cut up 
and prepared for later use as dead hedge material. 
Nigel donned the waders and, with help from Ian in wellies, removed a very heavy section of tree trunk 
thrown in the river.  This proved quite a challenge with Ian ending up with rather wet trousers.  Phil 
brought his sledge hammer and broke up and removed the unwanted concrete post that had been 
languishing in the river in the north-east corner.  Maureen and Jenny did a thorough litter pick, swept 
the north bridge of leaves and cleaned the signcases. 
Everyone enjoyed being artisans in the fresh air and Pam’s refreshments were greatly appreciated, 
especially as there were quality biscuits left over from the AGM.   
See photos of work session at  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2013.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 3rd November – Meeting at the Lumley Gate at 10 a.m. 
 
Membership Renewal Reminder – The membership year runs from 1st September 2013 to 31st 
August 2014.  Subscriptions are flowing in but if you have not yet renewed please send your 
contribution to Wally Osborne at 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF.  If you would like to pay 
by Standing Order please make contact with Wally for a form for you to submit to your bank or building 
society.  Tel: 01243 375433, 07787 966162 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
Renewal form at http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-membership-renewal-form.html 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - from Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow news 
A Grey Wagtail has been flitting around the riverbanks just north of the south bridge.  This is a common 
bird  around streams in winter, but note, although it is mostly grey, its backside is bright yellow!   
There have been no Water Vole sightings over the past 2 weeks, probably due to the absence of 
Malcolm Phillips who is away in Cuba!  No voles to watch there, I bet.   
Plenty of bright and fresh Red Admirals have been on the meadow and elsewhere.  Let's hope they can 
find somewhere warm to hibernate over winter, though I gather most inevitably perish in the cold.  
'Nursery-web spiders' (Pisaura mirabilis) were sunbathing in good numbers on nettle leaves along the 
main river path, some with their front two legs on either side extending forward which is a characteristic 
posture.  They are so-called because of the web the female spins to protect the young spiderlings.     
Plants in flower on the meadow at the moment include Wood Avens, Yarrow, Herb-Robert, Michaelmas 
Daisies (very good), Hogweed (white and pink), Bramble, Black Horehound, Hedge Woundwort, Red 
Dead-nettle, Groundsel, Common Field Speedwell, Scentless Mayweed, White Dead-nettle, Dandelion, 
Large Bindweed, Hedge Bindweed, Hedge Mustard, Hoary Ragwort, Purple Toadflax, Smooth Sow-
thistle and False Oat-grass.   
 
Millpond News  
As expected, the Mute Swans are slowly starting to return to the town millpond.  The most I have seen 
so far is 10, including the pair that nested here and their cygnet.  The cob of the nesting pair continues 
to strut around the pond with wings raised, but with far less deterrent effect on the other swans.   
The usual autumn influx of wintering Coot onto Slipper Millpond has not taken place and something 
must be holding them up as 50 or so of them are usually present at this time of the year.  As it is, the 
two resident pairs have the pond to themselves, apart from the Cormorants on the centre raft.  
I have not seen the Great Black-backed Gulls for a while.  The Millpond Association AGM takes place 
on Nov 1 at which the future nesting of the gulls on the centre raft will be discussed.  I wonder what 
they will decide to do?   
 
Spotted Redshank returns 
It was good to see the famous Emsworth Spotted Redshank back on the small stream at Nore Barn on 
11th Oct for the 10th winter running.  There is no mistaking this very tame bird that feeds in company 
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with its Greenshank friend which, actually, has been feeding in the stream for a week or more.  Much 
as last year, the Spotted Redshank is not turning up in the stream regularly at first.  It seems to take 
some time to settle down into a feeding routine, but hopefully soon will.  There has also been a pair of 
Spotted Redshanks in the Nore Barn area, but they stay together and avoid the stream.  Other regulars 
in the stream this autumn were a Little Egret and, surprisingly, a juvenile Black-tailed Godwit.   
Not such good news from Nore Barn, was the savaging of a Mute Swan by two out-of-control dogs.  
Local residents have alerted the Police who will hopefully put a stop to this intolerable behaviour.   
For all the Spotted Redshank news go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-
redshank.htm 
 
Rare birds 
Andy Johnson discovered a Semipalmated Plover at Black Point on Hayling Island Oct 17.  This is a 
North American bird and is very rarely seen on this side of the Atlantic.  This news spread quickly and 
caused an almighty twitch the following day with masses of birders descending on the site to catch a 
glimpse of the bird.  I did not venture down there to see it, but my friend Peter Milinets-Raby did and he 
got a nice photo of the cute little chappie which you can see on the Emsworth blog for Oct 18.   
Not quite so rare was a Spoonbill at West Wittering which has also been making the birding headlines 
over the past week.  I hope it flies to Emsworth for the last Spoonbill we had here was in Nov-Dec 2002 
when it actually came onto the town millpond.  I remember it as if it was yesterday.  I have included one 
of my photos of the bird on the Emsworth blog for Oct 18.   
 
Other harbour news 
Many of the winter migrants have now arrived in the local harbours.  Good numbers of Wigeon and 
Teal can be seen mainly at Nore Barn and Pintail should be with us soon.   Brent Geese usually take a 
while to come into Emsworth, but on Oct 18 I saw four families near the shore with 10 juveniles in all, 
suggesting they have had a good breeding season in the Arctic.   
Meanwhile, I have been monitoring the Black-tailed Godwits and my best count so far is 142 on Oct 14.  
I have also logged 12 different colour-ringed godwits, including two ringed in Iceland and one in Kent.   
There are also several colour-ringed Greenshanks in the harbour, some with geolocator tags which 
Pete Potts is hoping to catch again to see where they have been on migration.   
 
Other news 
There is a good crop of red Crab Apples on the tree in the front garden of Boundary Cottage in Lumley 
Road.   Hopefully they will attract some wintering thrushes, like Fieldfares.  The tree had no fruit on it at 
all last year.  I also hope the crop of red berries on the Rowan plantation on Brook Meadow will survive 
until the winter to attract Waxwings - if they come that is.    
While cycling along Warblington Road on Oct 17, I noticed a cluster of what looked like Honey Fungus 
growing at the base of a Silver Birch tree on the southern roadside verge opposite house Number 39.  
This is not good news for the Birch tree as it is a destructive fungus which kills trees and shrubs by 
sending what look like 'black bootlaces' up the trunk just below the bark, choking the vessels which 
carry the tree's nutrients.   
 
Farmland Birds 
The latest official figures from the RSPB confirm the continuing to decline in farmland birds.   Turtle 
Doves are the fastest declining species – down an astonishing 95% since 1970 - and reports from 
earlier this year suggest it is the worst year ever for them. Other species hit hard include Lapwings, 
down 63% since 1970; Corn Buntings, down 90%; and Skylarks, down 59%.   Species that are doing 
well are Jackdaws, up by 140% since 1970, and Woodpigeons, up 134%. 
See . . . http://www.rspb.org.uk/news/355662-farmland-bird-numbers-continue-to-fall 
 
Collared Dove Decline 
Results just in from the BTO’s Garden BirdWatch Scheme show that Collared Doves have declined by 
a quarter in gardens in the last decade.  In contrast Woodpigeon numbers increased dramatically.   My 
own garden records here in Emsworth confirm these findings.  Collared Doves increased from 1997 to 
2008, then suddenly plummeted, but there are signs of a recovery this year.  Woodpigeon numbers 
have risen steadily in this period.   Chaffinches also declined  at the same time as Collared Doves.  
One possibility is that both birds were affected by the disease trichomonosis which also decimated the 
Greenfinch population at that time.   Meanwhile, Goldfinches remain my number one garden bird, 
almost ever present on the sunflower heart feeders.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - more details about the items in this bulletin, plus photos, can be found on the 
daily blog at . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 39-40: Sep 23 - Oct 6, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Jennifer Rye  

Work Session report 
Sunday 6 October 2013 - The day dawned wonderfully bright and sunny; we welcomed 6 regular 
recruits, and although it was a smaller work party than usual, they worked so hard that everything 
planned was achieved. First off were various clearance tasks: the impromptu "bridge" over the Ems by 
the sluice gates, created by vandals we assume, was cleared and all the material removed; a damaged 
branch on the westernmost black poplar was tidied up; the three chestnut trees on the eastern edge of 
the south meadow were freed from overgrowth; the usual thorough clearance of litter from the whole 
site was achieved by trusty Frank. 
The coffee break at the central seat was much appreciated, Pam having rushed back from dog training 
to provide it, and we were all grateful. 
After that further bramble clearance on the north boundary of the North Meadow continued, and Nigel 
strimmed the whole length of the bramble path in the South Meadow. 
In addition there was some limited tidying of the site after the visit by the HBC arborist so last week, 
including the removal of a self-sown ash sapling beside the south path, which may be a casualty of ash 
die-back. The other tree work undertaken by HBC has left us with piles of willow branches, which we 
intend to use to build a replacement natural fence along the east bank of the Ems to protect the Water 
Voles from dog intrusion. This will happen over the next few workdays. 
Unfortunately there has been another incident of vandalism over the weekend, with two young Rowan 
trees being uprooted and thrown away. The police have been informed, and once again we ask all our 
members to be alert for any suspicious behaviour, which should be reported please. 
See photos of work session at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2013.html 
 
AGM Report 
A most successful and enjoyable AGM was held in the South Street Centre on Wednesday 2 October, 
with a good attendance of about 40 people. Wally gave an account of the year's activities, illustrated 
with map references and photos. He was followed by our founder Brian Fellows who inspired us all over 
again with his spirited and enthusiastic summary of wildlife observations over the same period, 
highlighting some rare and unusual sightings, with some wonderful photos provided by himself and 
some of the many other talented Emsworth photographers.  
The business part of the agenda was quickly concluded, the current committee all being re-elected for 
another year, with one change of responsibility. Wally has relinquished the post of chairman, but we are 
all delighted he will serve again on the committee. Jennifer Rye was elected as the new chairman, and 
other posts remain the same. A presentation was made to Wally to thank him for his tireless years of 
service, and flowers were presented to his wife Rosemary, who has been such a support to him and to 
the whole Brook Meadow fellowship. 
The accounts were presented and accepted by the meeting and the result of the membership drive 
organised by the secretary, Lesley Harris was announced: 57 new members and counting! This will 
help to fill the hole left by reduced funding from Havant Borough Council. 
After the refreshment break we were treated to a fascinating talk on "The Bats of Emsworth" by Nik 
Knight, the Hampshire recorder. It was lively, amusing and informative, and we were all reluctant to 
break up and go home. 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles  
After a couple of weeks of intense searching on Sep 30 Malcolm Phillips managed to see a Water Vole 
on the north bank near the railway embankment and, as always, got a fine image of the animal.  See 
the photo on the blog.  Does anyone take better Water Vole pictures than Malcolm I wonder?  Thanks 
mainly to Malcolm, 2013 has been a fairly good year for Water Voles with a total of 122 sightings so far.  
We shall not reach last year's record number of 204, but what is encouraging is that voles have been 
seen on every section of the river from the south bridge to the railway tunnel.   
See the special Water Vole page on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2013.html 
 
Water Voles in Havant  
Water Voles have also recently been seen in Havant - in the small pond north of the Bosmere School 
grounds and south of the newish Mencap centre called Dolphin Court, where the Dolphin pub used to 
be.   Ralph Hollins thinks they are not resident breeders, but are wanderers from some, as yet, 
unknown birthplace.  Malcolm Phillips got a photo of one - on the blog for Sep 28.   
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Grasses 
I managed to find a good selection of grasses from Brook Meadow for my talk at the AGM on 
Wednesday, including Cocksfoot, Reed Canary-grass, Tall Fescue, Giant Fescue and Timothy, but all 
were well past their best.  However, I did discover plenty of fresh flowering False Oat-grass on the north 
meadow and along the main river path.   
 
Lillywhite's patch 
While looking for some Michaelmas Daisies to take for my AGM wildlife talk, I spotted a good crop on 
the 'Lillywhite's patch' - the ones on Brook Meadow are always a bit late coming out.  The Lillywhite's 
patch is the area of rough grassland to the south of Gooseberry Cottage garden and west of Peter 
Pond.  It is not strictly part of the Brook Meadow site, as it is owned by Lillywhite's Garage, but was cut 
off from the rest of the garage property when the 'inner by-pass' was constructed.   However, since it is 
directly adjacent to the Brook Meadow site, I usually include it in my plant surveys.  In fact, it has 
several plants that are not found at all on the main meadow, such as, Meadow Vetchling, Agrimony, 
Hairy Tare and Common Vetch.  It used to have a nice apple tree which was cut down a few years ago, 
but I see it is sprouting again and is producing apples!   
 
Mute Swan news  
The situation on the town millpond is basically unchanged, with the resident Mute Swan pair chasing off 
any other swans that dare to venture onto the pond.  Ralph Hollins speculates that as there is a distinct 
housing shortage for swans (far more birds of breeding age than suitable nest sites) and that as swans 
pair for life and live a long time, so any pair with a good nest site will defend it year round to ensure its 
availability next spring.   If this is the case the prospects for a return of the large swan flock to the 
millpond appear to be slim.  However, the forces are now building up in the harbour outside and I 
wonder how long the defending pair can hold out.   
 
Harbour news 
I have been checking the Nore Barn stream regularly but there has been no sign as yet of the regular 
wintering Spotted Redshank.  I reckon it might be here in the next week or so, if it is coming, that is.  
The only birds I have seen in the stream so far have been Greenshank and Little Egret, plus the usual 
small flock of Mute Swans and a few gulls.   
Brent Geese are back in force with a flock of over a thousand seen in Langstone Harbour (Sep 27) and 
some two thousand at the southern end of Thorney Island.   The Brents are always slow coming into 
Emsworth Harbour, but I had one at Nore Barn on Oct 2 and then a family of 2 adults and 4 juveniles  
on Oct 5.  Perhaps this family will spend the winter here in Emsworth.  Wintering ducks are also starting 
to arrive with Teal and Wigeon in the Nore Barn channels, plus 34 Shelduck on Sep 27.     
 
Warblington birds 
Peter Milinets-Raby continues to see a good variety of wading birds along the shore from Warblington 
to Langstone, including Dunlin, Black-tailed and Bar-tailed Godwit, Greenshank, Grey Plover, Ringed 
Plover, Turnstone, Lapwing and Knot.  Peter's best birds in the past week were 5 Yellow Wagtails with 
cows in a field near Pook Lane.   
 
Thorney news 
On Oct 2 Barry and Margaret Collins saw a juvenile Osprey fishing off the SW corner of Thorney Island 
before perching on a post out on the mudflats to finish its meal.  Ospreys are sometimes seen on the 
old landing lights on the east side of North Thorney.   Barry did an age count of a flock of 71 Brent 
Geese on Thorney found 22 juveniles in 10 family groups, which augers very well for the Brent 
breeding success this season.  Other birds of note were 8 Wheatears on the airfield and 5 Sandwich 
Terns at Pilsey Sands. Previously Barry had seen 22 Harbour Seals hauled up on the mudflats at the 
southern end of Thorney.  
 
Sparrowhawk takes Goldfinch  
Patrick Murphy watched an interesting confrontation in his garden between a juvenile Sparrowhawk 
with a Goldfinch in its talons and a Magpie with designs on its prey.  Patrick said the hawk didn't move, 
but just kept a beady eye on the Magpie even though it got to within about 18 inches.   Finally, the 
Sparrowhawk made off with its meal.  See Patrick's photo on the wildlife blog for Sep 28.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily dairy has news and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report.    
Go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 37-38: Sep 9-22, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session - Thursday 19th September 2013 
The rain held off till after noon! So we welcomed a couple of new recruits, to the briefing session and 
then got stuck in to the two main tasks for the day: litter picking of the whole site, with two teams of two, 
and Operation Bramble Bashing. Brambles are of course excellent plants providing useful habitat and 
good blackberries, but if not controlled they would take over the whole meadow. So we concentrated on 
the large growths just south of the raised path in the north meadow, where a start had already been 
made at the last work session. 
Tea and coffee were enjoyed at “Beryl’s seat” thanks to the ever-efficient Pam, and then we all fell to 
work again. By the end of the morning about two thirds of the length of bramble growth had been tamed 
and cut back, the arisings been used to make a new disposal site, and to create a prickly barrier to 
prevent new paths being created on to the meadow from the top path. The path itself was strimmed 
along its length to make walking easier. 
Meanwhile, some necessary tree work was carried out to make other paths safer. We await Havant’s 
specialized tree work in Palmers Road Copse to deal with newly fallen willows. It was good to note that 
work has already begun on replacing the water vole observation fence, and the hand rail for the steps 
on the central meadow, both recently damaged by vandalism. We need all our members to be vigilant 
in this regard, and would urge you to inform police, Havant Borough and our own committee about any 
suspicious behaviour.  Report by Jennifer Rye 
See photos of work session at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2013.html 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 6th October – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Fencing Repairs by HBC  
Regular Meadow Visitors will have seen the vandal damage to the observation fence in Palmers Road 
Copse and the destruction of the handrail alongside the steps up to the central meadow seat. We are 
most grateful to HBC for their prompt attention to the necessary repairs shortly after we reported the 
matter to Rob Hill.  Well done, HBC  
 
Membership Renewal and Recruitment – Just another reminder that our Membership Year runs from 
1st September 2013 to 31st August 2014 and whilst renewals are coming in many of you have not yet 
renewed. Please contact me if you are unsure of your Membership Status and remember that we can 
provide a Standing Order form for you to submit to your bank or building society. As usual, please send 
your renewals to Wally Osborne at 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF or alternatively make 
contact on 01243 375433, 07787 966162 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
Renewal form at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-membership-renewal-form.html 
 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 2nd October 2013 – Less than 2 weeks to go now before our 
AGM. Please join us for an interesting evening when we report on the past years work, elect a new 
Committee and enjoy an illustrated talk on ‘The Bats of Emsworth’ by guest speaker Nik Knight, a local 
expert. As usual, it will be held at the Emsworth Centre, South Street, Emsworth, starting at 7 pm with 
an interval for refreshments and informal chatting. 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Water Vole survey  
On Sep 16, Andy Rothwell, a professional Zoological Surveyor, carried out survey of the Lumley 
Stream and the River Ems on Brook Meadow for signs of Water Vole activity.   He was joined in the 
river by our own David Search and watched from the safety of the bank by myself.   
As would be expected from the large number of sightings we have had this year, lots of Water Vole 
signs were discovered in all sections of the River Ems, including burrows, latrines, droppings and food 
larders.  There were also some, but fewer, in the Lumley Stream and in Peter Pond.   
On Brook Meadow, the best cluster of signs were found in and around the dense patch of Branched 
Bur-reed that grows copiously on the west bank of the river opposite the sluice gate. Andy said this 
plant was excellent food for the voles and provided good cover.   
As expected, Andy and David found Brown Rat droppings in various places on the river.  However, 
Andy thought, after all this time living together, rats were probably not much of a threat to the voles as 
they would have reached a state of steady co-existence by now.   That's good news.   
Photos of the survey can be seen on the Emsworth blog for Sep 16.   
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Bank Voles 
Andy Rothwell also found signs of Bank Voles, which he said were not uncommon on river banks, and 
they could swim quite well.   These could possibly account for the sightings of the small swimming 
creatures seen in the river that I have previously put down as possible Water Shrews.  Bank Voles and 
Water Shrews are about the same size, but look quite different.   
 
Other river observations 
Andy saw two Kingfishers during his survey of the Peter Pond channels; these were probably juveniles 
moving towards the coast for the winter.  I saw a Grey Wagtail with a bright yellow rear end near the 
south bridge.    
Eels are often seen in the River Ems, but Andy found one in the Lumley Stream as far north as the 
railway arches.  He also found some tiny fresh water Mussel shells on the river bank.  
During my vigil on the river bank, I saw three medium sized dragonflies with bright blue bodies flying 
around.  I am fairly sure they were Migrant Hawkers, though they did not come to rest.    
Andy pointed out Bulrush leaves amongst the Branched Bur-reed in the area north of the observation 
fence.  As there had been no Bulrush flowers this year I feared they had gone.      
 
Millpond News  
On Sep 18, I witnessed a mini drama on the town millpond when the resident Mute Swan pair that 
nested there this spring mounted a relentless attack on the pen of the family with three cygnets 
(including the white 'Polish' one) that had unwisely wandered onto the pond.  I saw this family a couple 
of days later in the harbour beneath the quay looking none the worse for their experience, but this 
experience reinforced the view in my mind that the absence of the swans on the town millpond this 
summer is due to the territorial aggression of this resident pair.  Territoriality should soon diminish and 
the swans will be free to return.  Until then there are only the ducks and the gulls for children to feed.   
The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls were back on Slipper Millpond this week, no doubt prospecting 
their nesting site for next year.  Will they be welcomed back, I wonder?   
 
Harbour news 
Wintering birds are gradually returning to our local harbours.  Black-tailed Godwits have been here for a 
while, though I suspect many of those there now are passing through on their way further south and 
west.   The godwits often feed close to the town shore when (using binoculars) one can make out the 
juveniles with their cinnamon neck and breast and buff fringes to the upper part feathers.   
A single (unringed) Greenshank is now a regular in the small stream at Nore Barn, presumably awaiting 
the arrival of his 'friend' the famous Spotted Redshank for its 10th winter running.  However, the 
Spotshank is unlikely to be here for another 2 weeks.  Last year it was back in the stream on 09-Oct-12, 
but that was the earliest on record.   
The best place to go locally to see Greenshank is the Warblington shore where Peter Milinets-Raby 
regularly gets up to 12 with some sporting colour-rings and geolocators fitted by Pete Potts and his 
team on Thorney on Sep 8.  Peter sees lots of other harbour birds on the Warblington shore including  
Teal, Lapwing, Black-tailed and Bar-tailed Godwit, Dunlin, Grey Plover, Ringed Plover and Curlew 
Sandpiper, plus Little Egrets around Langstone Mill Pond.  A good place for birdwatching!   
 
Wild flowers 
There are lots of late summer wild flowers to be enjoyed on a walk through Brook Meadow, including 
Hoary (not Common) Ragwort, Common Fleabane, Water Mint and Red Bartsia, along with the odd 
buttercup here and there.  The tall seed heads of Hogweed and Wild Angelica continue to attract a 
variety of insects and soon the Michaelmas Daisies will be out, giving an extra splash of colour to the 
meadow.  Sea Aster is already out at Nore Barn along with Common and Lax-flowered Sea-lavender.  I 
was surprised to find a single Chicory plant in flower on the southern shore of Nore Barn Woods where 
the work has been taking place on the sea defences.  This plant (or its seeds) probably came with the 
soil brought in to reinforce the bank.  The bright yellow flowers of Golden Samphire adorn edges of 
Slipper Millpond and the unusual yellow flower spikes of Moth Mullein can still be seen on the swan 
island on Peter Pond.    
 
Other news 
Hollybank Woods at this time of the year is a great joy with leaves turning red, brown and golden and 
bright red berries on the Rowans, but, no Holly berries that I could see.   
Barry Collins watched the juvenile Osprey eating a fish on the landing lights next to nest platform on the 
east side of Thorney on Sep 18.  Barry also saw a male Redstart and four Whinchats on Thorney.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily dairy has news and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report.    
Go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 35-36: Aug 26 - Sep 8, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session - Sunday 1st September 2013 
Fourteen volunteers, including 2 very welcome new ones, attended the Work Session for a varied 
selection of tasks spanning the whole meadow site. “Operation De-strangulation” was continued on 
from the last session, this time addressing the Hawthorn Hedge between central & north meadows, 
now maturing nicely after being ‘layed’ a couple of year ago, and then moving on to the Seagull Lane 
boundary native hedgerow at the railway line end. This work will ensure their continued health into 
autumn / winter. With our Power Scythe still under repair, our Powered Strimmer was used to cut back 
the overgrown south meadow paths with Jennifer & Nigel sharing the work. Other volunteers with hand 
shears followed up, cutting back the overhanging vegetation so that meadow visitors can enjoy a clear 
passage, this work continuing into the Seagull Lane Patch, with Mike now driving the Strimmer to clear 
the hedge and access paths to the 5 Oak saplings. Meanwhile, Tony, Gordon and Nigel began the 
difficult task of halting / cutting back the encroachment of Bramble onto the north meadow, from the 
north east corner, near to some Native Cherry whips planted a few years back. Our Management Plan 
calls for the control of these growths and the team used Slashers, Shears and Loppers to begin this 
important task, which we shall come back to in future sessions. For the perennial task of Litter Picking, 
we had 3 volunteers on the go and they were collectively astonished at the shear volume and variability 
of the litter and personal possessions they found, probably a negative effect of the glorious summer 
weather we have had and the close proximity of the meadow to the town. Our particular thanks go to 
these 3 Volunteers who worked non-stop and made the site pristine again. Meanwhile, Lesley did a 
stirling job cleaning all of the signcases, erecting notices and continuing our  
New Membership Drive, talking to meadow visitors and handing out leaflets. Unfortunately, vandals 
have destroyed one of our new plastic leaflets holders but we will persevere with the remaining ones as 
the Drive is bearing fruit. Hopefully, the end of the school holidays will see a decline in both littering and 
vandalism. The weather was again sunny and the hard working Volunteers enjoyed Pam’s tea / coffee / 
biscuits at half time. 

 
Next Work Session – Thursday 19th September – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along 
and join us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free 
refreshments too. 
 
Membership Renewal and Recruitment for year 2013 / 2014 – Just another reminder that our 
Membership Year runs from 1st September 2013 to 31st August 2014 and some of you have already 
renewed after the first reminder. Please contact me if you are unsure of your Membership Status and 
remember that we can provide a Standing Order form for you to submit to your bank or building society. 
As usual, please send your renewals to Wally Osborne at 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF 
or alternatively make contact on 01243 375433, 07787 966162 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 2nd October 2013 – Please put this date into your diary and 
join us for an interesting evening when we report on the past years work, elect a new Committee and 
enjoy an illustrated talk on ‘The Bats of Emsworth’ by guest speaker Nik Knight, a local expert. As 
usual, the AGM will be held at the Emsworth Centre, South Street, Emsworth, starting at 7 pm with an 
interval for refreshments and informal chatting. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Dead Sparrowhawk 
During a workday on Brook Meadow, volunteers came across a fresh, but very dead, Sparrowhawk.   
This bird probably broke its neck when it inadvertently crashed into a tree while pursuing a prey.  The 
pale edges of the wing feathers and broken barring on the breast suggested a juvenile and a wing span 
of 60cm and length of 40cm indicates a female bird.  A male would be much smaller.  A photo of the 
bird is on the blog for Sep 1.   
 
Plant news 
The Lumley area on Brook Meadow is a glorious sea of Common Fleabane and Wild Angelica in full 
flower, with patches of Red Bartsia, Strawberry Clover and Water Mint around the edges.   
There is a fine crop of berries on the Rowan plantation that was planted on the east side of Brook 
Meadow in 2005 in memory of Gwynne Johnson, a good friend of Brook Meadow and a personal 
inspiration to me.  Maybe, the berries will attract Waxwings in winter?   Meanwhile, along the north path 
and elsewhere on the meadow, Blackberries are ripening, large and juicy.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Common Darters 
Common Darters are common dragonflies at this time of the year, particularly around the waterways on 
Brook Meadow.  The male has a bright red body while the female is brownish.  The south bridge is a 
good place to see them.  I watched a pair flying in tandem below me, while another male followed 
closely, waiting its turn!  They are easy to photograph and we have some nice images on the blog.  
 
Oak galls 
Oak trees are host to a variety of galls.  On Brook Meadow, the young Pedunculate Oak on the east 
side of the north meadow, south of the Rowan plantation, has hundreds of crusty growths on its acorns 
called Knopper Galls.  They are caused by a tiny gall wasp called Andricus quercuscalicis which lays its 
eggs on the tree's catkins.  Apparently, this wasp only arrived in the UK in the 1960s and spread 
rapidly, but it is not thought to have any serious consequences for the Oak, despite the fearsome 
appearance of the galls.   The newly planted Oak saplings on the Seagull Lane patch have two types of 
galls on their leaves; Common Spangle Galls which lie flat on the under surface of the leaves; and tiny 
spherical galls with red marks, which I think are made by a wasp called Cynips divisa.  The life history 
of these galls is complex and takes place over two years.   
 
Millpond news 
All is quiet on the local millponds.  The cygnet on the town millpond is looking good with its two parents 
usually in close company.  However, the regular Mute Swan flock is still mysteriously absent from the 
millpond.  Maggie Gebbett went swimming in the sea at Nore Barn on Saturday in company with 26 
Mute Swans, which probably accounts for most of the deserters.   My guess is that they will soon be 
back on the millpond once their powers of flight return after the annual moult.    
The Mute Swan family with one cygnet from the Peter Pond nest seem to have moved from Slipper 
Millpond, most likely into the main harbour.   A Great Black-backed Gull was sitting on the north raft on 
Slipper Millpond when I passed by on Saturday Sep 7.  This was probably the female of the pair (with 
softer face) that nested here this season on a nostalgic visit.  Or prospecting for next year, maybe?    
 
Sadler's Walk pond 
Moorhens are thriving on this semi-natural pond at Sadler's Walk in the new housing estate north of 
Lumley Road.  There appear to be three generations of Moorhens on the pond with youngsters from 
the first brood helping to look after and feed small chicks from a second brood.  Coots also do this.   
The weed in the pond is so thick that the Moorhens can actually walk on the surface of the water.   
 
Harbour news 
Wintering birds are now returning to Emsworth Harbour; I counted 122 Black-tailed Godwits in the 
eastern harbour on Aug 27 including one colour-ringed bird that has been coming here for the past 5 
winters.  Pete Potts is back from Iceland where he says the Godwits had a mixed breeding season.  
However, he managed to catch and ring 75 chicks which we look forward to seeing back in our local 
harbours.  Note, Iceland ringed birds have two colour rings on each tibia.  Pete will now be trying to 
retrap the 3 Greenshank that were fitted with geolocators last year.  They should provide information on 
the routes taken by the birds on migration.  
 
Warblington birds 
Peter Milinets-Raby has been logging birds on the Warblington shoreline on early mornings and has 
seen a good variety of early migrants, including Redshank, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Dunlin, 
Grey Plover, Black-tailed Godwit and Ringed Plover.  Peter's best birds were a small flock of 11 Curlew 
Sandpipers (on Sep 5) feeding in the muddy gullies on the incoming tide.  These will have been juvenile 
birds on passage from their breeding grounds in Siberia to their wintering grounds in tropical Africa.  
Peter has also seen Yellow Wagtails, Terns and Osprey. This is clearly an excellent birdwatching site.  
 
Other news 
There was great excitement among residents of Church Path on Aug 25 when a butterfly called Zebra 
Longwing that normally resides in Florida appeared in their gardens.  How it got there is a mystery.    
There has been a flurry of Water Vole sightings in the stream that runs beside the Tesco store in 
Havant.  Ralph Hollins is sure there are at least two Water Voles currently present in the area.   
Ralph Hollins counted 107 Little Egrets entering the roost in the trees behind Langstone Mill Pond on 
Sep 5, which he thinks will be the highest count for the year.   
Ospreys have been seen on the eastern Thorney Deeps and on the RSPB islands in Langstone 
Harbour.  They are on passage through our area on their way back to their wintering grounds in Africa.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily dairy has news and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report.    
Go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm        
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 33-34, Aug 12-25, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session report 
Thursday 15th August - Ten volunteers attended the Work Session for “Operation De-strangulation”.  
The plantation of Rowans was being choked by bindweed and thick vegetation.  Nigel brush cut an 
area round the young trees and the team painstakingly removed the convolvulus which had grown to 
12ft in places.  Shears were used at the base of the trunks, taking care to avoid angry wasps from a 
nearby nest.  The orange berries can now be admired in their full glory.   
The young cherry trees and ‘Maureen’s Oak’ received similar treatment.  Jennifer brought some carpet 
tiles which were cut to fit and act as mulch round the bases of the most recently planted specimens. 
Litter picking was carried out with a heavy heart.  We despair of the partying youth who are arriving in 
numbers in the warm evenings with their booze.  They are lighting fires, cutting down trees to enlarge 
their den and have installed a sofa and mattress.  The detritus is overwhelming so we have asked for 
help from the Police and the Council. 
New Membership leaflets have been printed and a membership campaign is under way, so leaflets 
were given out to members of the public enjoying the Meadow.  Three weatherproof leaflet dispensers 
were installed plus explanatory posters.  If you persuade a friend or neighbour to become a supporter, 
your name will go into the prize draw to win a £10 Co-op Voucher.     The weather was sunny and the 
hard working Volunteers enjoyed a chat over coffee at half time.  Report by Lesley Harris  

 
Next Work Session – Sunday 1st September – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and 
join us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and free refreshments too. 
 
Membership Renewal and Recruitment for year 2013 / 2014 – As you may remember, our 
Membership Year begins on 1st September 2013 and runs through to 31st August 2014 and this is a first 
gentle reminder to all of our faithful and valued supporters. To assist this process we are attaching to 
this edition of the e-mail notes, a renewal form for your use and if you prefer, we can provide a 
Standing Order form for you to submit to your bank or building society. As usual, please send your 
renewals to Wally Osborne at 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF or alternatively make 
contact on 01243 375433 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Emsworth Show on Monday 26th August – Please come and visit our stand at the Emsworth 
Horticultural Society Annual Show and if you wish, renew your subscription in person and talk to us 
about the things you would like us to do.  We are sharing a block of stalls with the Friends of Hollybank 
Woods, Friends of Emsworth Waysides and the Slipper Millpond Preservation Association. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Swan decline on Millpond   
Walking around the town millpond one cannot help but be aware of the almost complete absence of 
Mute Swans, apart from the pair with their one cygnet that nested near the bridge.  In fact, the flock has 
been missing since early spring.  I have been doing regular counts of swans on the millpond since the 
early 1990s and have never known numbers as low as this.  In the early 2000s the August moulting 
flock was regularly over 100 birds.  So, what has happened?    
The decline started with the establishment of the swan nest and the territorial patrols of the cob.  On 
several occasions, I witnessed the cob chasing and sometimes attacking other swans on the millpond, 
even some way from the nest.  This aggression would have prompted a movement of the regular flock 
away from the millpond.  Does anyone know where they have gone?  Thorney Deeps is a possibility.   
Ralph Hollins has noticed an absence of Mute Swan flocks elsewhere in the local area, so maybe it is a 
general phenomenon and not restricted to Emsworth.  Incidentally, the once scraggy cygnet from the 
'litter nest' on the town millpond is now growing well and looking good.   
 
Clouded Yellows 
I posed the question in the last newsletter 'Shall we be lucky enough to get a Clouded Yellow on Brook 
Meadow this year?  Well, the answer is a resounding Yes!  The first one was photographed by Malcolm 
Phillips on Aug 9 and since then it has been seen several times feeding on Fleabane on the Lumley 
area.  When settled the Clouded Yellow rarely opens its wings, so Brian Lawrence was very fortunate 
to catch one doing just this on Aug 21 on Brook Meadow.   Clouded Yellow is a rare butterfly on Brook 
Meadow,  though is fairly common around Thorney Island.  I have also seen a Clouded Yellow on the 
new Railway Wayside so they might be having a good year.  They migrate to Britain from Southern 
Europe in the spring and breed here, but the offspring rarely survive our winter.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Other butterflies 
Small Tortoiseshells are having a remarkably good season, particularly after several years of extreme 
scarcity.  They have been regularly seen and photographed on Brook Meadow and elsewhere.   
A couple of days ago I spotted a Small Copper butterfly on Brook Meadow.  This is not a common 
butterfly, but has been recorded in most years.  This one was probably part of the second (August) 
brood.  Actually, after warm summers they sometimes have third or even fourth broods in the south, so 
we might be seeing them for a while.  Large and Small Whites have been abundant on Brook Meadow 
over the past two weeks, particularly feeding on Common Fleabane on the Lumley area.   
Overall this year, I have recorded 21 of the 25 species of butterfly on the Brook Meadow list.  Missing 
are Essex Skipper (not easy to distinguish from Small Skipper), Brown Argus (not seen since 2011), 
Small Heath (not since 2010) and, most surprisingly, Common Blue, though I did see at least 10 of 
them feeding on the flowers on the new Railway Wayside to the north of Emsworth Station on Aug 19.   
 
Wild flowers 
On the main meadow, Hoary Ragwort is now in full flower on the orchid area, much as it has been in 
the past few years.  Purple Loosestrife is in flower on the river bank south of the north bridge, as in 
previous years.  The only other place it flowers on Brook Meadow is north of the south bridge, though 
there is a good crop in the garden of the neighbouring Gooseberry Cottage.   
Strangely, there has been no sign of any Bulrushes flowers this year where they usually come up on 
the west bank north of the observation fence.  I suspect they have been crowded out by the dominant 
Branched Bur-reed which have now spread along that river bank.  I scattered a spike of seeds from an 
old seed head that I had stored which might help.   
There is a good flowering of Blue Water Speedwell on the west bank of the river just north of the 
observation fence; it is best seen from the main path on the east side of the river.  There have been 
several good growths of this scarce plant around the meadow this year.  Having quite long flowering 
spikes, I think they are the common hybrid with Pink Water Speedwell called Veronica x Lackschewitzii.   

 
Alder Tongue gall   
Ralph Hollins drew my attention to a strange 'fungal gall' called Taphrina alni  that grows on the young 
green female cones of Alder trees.  I had a look at the Alders on the river bank in Palmer's Road Copse 
and found several cones that were affected by this gall which grows in a tongue-like fashion.  All the 
galls I found were either yellow-green or brown and shrivelled, though apparently the galls are 
sometimes bright red.   Apparently, this gall has recently arrived in Britain and is already spreading fast.  
I don't think it damages the trees.    See my photo on the blog for Aug 25, or see them for yourself by 
going down the small path towards the river by the 'Deep Water' sign.   
 
Water Voles and Water Shrew 
Malcolm Phillips has been seeing the regular Water Vole from the south bridge, but there have been no 
sightings recently from other areas of the river.  Probably of more interest was Malcolm's sighting of a 
very small creature (3 ins long) swimming out from the bank and then back into the vegetation, but it 
was too quick for him to get a photo.  This could have been a Water Shrew, which we have seen on 
several occasions in the past, but they are very difficult to photograph (or even to see) due to their very 
small size and fast swimming.   
 
Hoverfly behaviour 
Hoverflies are well known for their hovering ability, but I was surprised to see one almost stationary in 
mid-air above another one which was feeding on a Fleabane flower.  The hovering fly pursued the 
feeding fly as it moved from one flower to another for several minutes. I have never seen this behaviour 
before, which I assume was preparatory to mating. See my blog for Aug 23-24 for photo.   
 
Bee 'stealing' nectar  
While gardening, Tony Wootton noticed a bee on his neighbour's runner bean flowers.  It never tried to 
enter the flower by the usual route, but persisted in biting/chewing the back of the flowers, presumably 
to 'steal' to the flower's nectar.  Tony got a splendid image of this behaviour taking place, which I have 
never seen myself.  See Ralph Hollins's interesting discussion on his wildlife diary for Thur 22 Aug.   
 
Ralph Hollins web site 
Ralph has given up doing his weekly wildlife summary, which I and many others will miss.  However, 
his daily wildlife diary is still going strong which usually includes a mid-week summary of news of 
interest from his favourite web sites.  See . . . http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm 
  

Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily dairy has news and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this 
report.   Go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm       
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 31-32, July 29 - Aug 11, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session - Sunday 4th August 2013 
 A warm morning but thankfully not as hot as recent weeks greeted the 12 volunteers who gathered at 
the Lumley gate. Two were not sure if we carry on through August as the web site does not specify 
dates of forthcoming workdays, but unlike other conservation groups in Emsworth, we do! 
The main task for the morning was tree work, as many of the crack willows seem to be coming down 
and shedding boughs; presumably they all grew up when the linear millpond ceased to be managed, 
and are all reaching the same age together. This provides quite a task, but fortunately we have a crack 
team to match. 
2 willows in Palmers Road copse were attended to, including one that was blocking the river and 
another that was blocking a path. Meanwhile Debbie carried out a heroic litter clear in the “dell” by the 
water vole sign, which is evidently a party venue at the moment. Another team tackled a willow which 
had earlier blocked a path in the central meadow, which Pam had part cleared earlier in the week, and 
a third team attended to the willow just north of the north bridge which again was obstructing the raised 
path. 
Very welcome refreshments were enjoyed by the central seat (thanks to Pam for that) and then we set 
to again to complete the tree work and tidy up. Wally and Maurice widened paths in the central meadow 
with the Strimmer, as the power scythe is still very sick and needs urgent medical help. Finally Pam and 
Debbie saved the lives of several of the youngest rowans in the plantation by Beryl’s seat and a cherry 
that were being choked by undergrowth which had become overgrowth.  A satisfactory morning’s work 
thanks to all concerned.  Photos are on the Emsworth blog.  Report by Jennifer Rye  
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 15th August – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and 
join us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones. You get free refreshments too. 
 
Emsworth Show - Monday 26th August – As usual, we have a stall booked at the Bank Holiday Show, 
sharing a block with the Hollybank Woods Group and also the Slipper Millpond Preservation 
Association. Please come and visit us and if your wish, renew your subscription for the 2013 / 2014 
Membership Year which starts on 1st September 2013. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow plants 
The Seagull Lane patch before the bridge is currently a blaze of colour from the multitude of wild 
flowers that flourish there.  They include Mugwort, Teasel, Hogweed, Large Bindweed, Spear Thistle 
and Stone Parsley with bright pink flowers of Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea thrown into the mix.  
Incidentally, Stone Parsley with tiny white flowers, seems to have done very well everywhere this year.    
Elsewhere on the meadow, Hemp Agrimony and Hoary Ragwort are now out on the orchid area and 
Common Fleabane abounds on the Lumley area along with the emerging umbels of Wild Angelica.   
Some spikes of False Fox Sedge on the far side of the Lumley area stand some 6 feet tall (180cm).  
This is much taller than stated in the books.    
There is a fine crop of berries on the Rowan plantation that was planted on the east side of the north 
meadow in 2005 in memory of Gwynne Johnson.  Gwynne was a very good friend of Brook Meadow 
and provided great help in the identification of flowers and grasses in the early days.  I wonder if the 
berries will ever attract Waxwings?  Meanwhile, Blackberries are now ripening on the Brambles on the 
north path - the Himalayan variety which are large and juicy.   
A mass of Fool's Water-cress grows in the river immediately below the south bridge which is good for 
the Water Voles.  Gipsywort with whorls of tiny white flowers is growing on the river banks.  The tuft 
Giant Fescue beside the first Willow along the path through Palmer's Road Copse looks very good.   
 
Butterflies  
Butterflies have been numerous around the meadow over the past two weeks, with Gatekeepers 
abundant.  So far this year I have logged 20 of the 25 species on the Brook Meadow list.  The most 
recent one was a Painted Lady flying strongly on the north meadow.  They are in the area, though not 
in vast numbers.  All the common butterflies have been seen except for Common Blue, which have 
been very scarce this year.  I have seen them on the Railway Wayside, but not on Brook Meadow.  
There has been no sign of Brown Argus which graced us in 2010 and 2011, but not since then.  Shall 
we be lucky enough to get a Clouded Yellow, I wonder?   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Hoverflies  
I have become rather attached to these charming and very photogenic creatures.  They look a bit like 
small wasps, but they do not sting and are totally harmless.  Typically, you will see them hovering, 
almost still in the air, rather like a miniature dragonfly.  They love to feed on the white umbels of 
Hogweed which abound on Brook Meadow.  Two particularly impressive hoverflies seen this past week 
were Volucella zonaria and its smaller cousin Volucella inanis.  V. zonaria is the largest hoverfly in 
Britain and is also known as the Hornet Mimic on the basis of its size and colour.   The larvae of both 
species are scavengers and predators in the nests of social wasps (including the Hornet), where they 
feed on larvae and pupae.  See the wildlife blog for Aug 3 and Aug 4 for photos.   
 
Millpond News 
The Mute Swan family with one cygnet from the 'litter nest' on the town millpond seem to be doing well.  
The cygnet is growing and not looking as scraggy as it did.  But the 'resident' Mute Swan flock have 
disappeared.  Ralph Hollins reports the regular summer moulting Mute Swan flock at Broadmarsh has 
also gone somewhere else.   
Up to six juvenile Black-headed Gulls have been on Peter Pond during the past week.  These may well 
have been birds from the Hayling Oysterbeds colony which had a bumper year.   
Meanwhile, all is quiet and peaceful on Slipper Millpond now the Great Black-backed Gulls have left 
with their three youngsters.  The Mute Swan family that nested on Peter Pond swim quietly around the 
pond with their one remaining cygnet while the Coots scuttle about in their busy fashion with the 
occasional skirmishes when they get too close.  Cormorants are also back on the centre raft which will 
be their home for the winter period.   
I have suggested to the Slipper Millpond Association that they try to discourage the Great Black-backed 
Gulls, possibly by moving the centre raft, where they have nested for the past two years, to the edge of 
the pond.  Although these are truly magnificent birds, their presence has unbalanced the ecology of this 
small pond.  I think there is general agreement that this would be a sensible move.   
 
Sparrowhawk breeding 
Chris Berners-Price reported a fine sight in Nore Barn Woods when he witnessed a Woodpigeon flying 
through the woods being pursued by 3 small Sparrowhawks, as the male taught the two fledglings to 
hunt - all within 6 feet of each other with lots of noise!   
 
Waysides News  
We have asked Richard Denman, who is in charge of the Council cutting teams, to go ahead and carry 
out the annual cut of the main waysides in Emsworth in late autumn.  The waysides group had hoped to 
do the cut themselves last year, but the weather was so bad it was impossible.  The result was that the 
waysides have become rather overrun with tall grasses.  However, a good cut, and clearance of the 
arisings, should provide a fresh start for spring growth and hopefully lots of wild flowers.   Despite these 
problems, we have not had a bad season for plants on waysides and most of the flowers we had last 
year have appeared again with a few new ones thrown in.   
See waysides blog at . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS-current.htm 
 
The new wayside to the north of Emsworth Railway Station is currently a riot of colour and activity with 
masses of wild flowers on the embankment attracting myriads of butterflies, bees and other insects.  
You can get a grandstand view from the new access ramp to the north of the station.   
Our most significant (and puzzling) wayside loss from last year were the 40 or so plants of the 
Hampshire rare Wild Clary (Salvia verbenaca) from the Christopher Way verge.  But, there is still hope, 
for only this week, I discovered one Wild Clary plant on the main wayside verge and another ten plants 
on the council mown verge to the west of the official wayside, and all were flowering.   
This week, I discovered two Slow-worms hiding beneath a discarded cardboard box on the path leading 
from Washington Road to the Recreation Ground.  I had intended to remove the box, but decided to 
replace it as a cover for the Slow-worms.  Litter sometimes has wildlife value.    
Finally, if you walk to the recreation ground from Washington Road, pause just before you get to the 
park to admire the rarest plants in Emsworth, namely Greater Burdock (Articium lappa).  There are 
dozens of these huge plants and they are just starting to flower.  They can be distinguished from the 
common Lesser Burdock by their long-stalked and flat-topped flower heads (corymbs); in Lesser 
Burdock the flowers are short-stalked and in racemes.  
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - this daily dairy has news and photos of the wildlife mentioned in this report.   
Go to . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm       

http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS-current.htm
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 29-30, July 15-28, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session - 18th July 2013 
Session Leader Maurice welcomed 17 volunteers to the work party. This included 2 ladies from 
Emsworth Co-op in support of the work we do.  Wally Osborne managed Martin Cull the contractor 
engaged to carry out the annual cut of Brook Meadow, earlier than usual due to the abnormal growth of 
grasses this year.  See Wally's report below.   
The work carried out by the volunteers was to widen the grass paths of the south meadow. Where time 
and the hot sun permitted, other paths were similarly treated. This work was carried out by Power 
Scythe and angled edge trimming with hand shears.  It was agreed that because of the arduous nature 
of the raking, bagging and dragging in such a temperature, the arisings would be left where they fell. 
Nigel cut all the grass paths in the South Meadow and in the north meadow. After our break, Nigel 
assisted by Colin, who was given a tutorial in driving the Power Scythe, continued with this task. 
It had been hoped that the new blade for the Power Scythe would have been fitted by today, but not so. 
This meant that despite a lot of hard work, the cut did not look especially good. Maurice will dismantle 
the blade and deliver the machine to the Hollybank Woods volunteer who has agreed to fit the new 
blade we have purchased, and also to re-rivet / sharpen the old blade as our ‘spare’. 
Frank and Dave litter picked and bagged the rubbish that was on the meadow and on the path parallel 
to the A259. They then moved on to Palmers Road Copse. Litter picking can be a most unpleasant job, 
but it was well and cheerfully undertaken. 
Phil removed several small branches overhanging the path leading to the South Bridge. He then 
assisted Lesley in removing most of the graffiti sprayed on a Crack Willow tree in Palmers Road Copse. 
The spray paint still remains on the handrail and commemorative plaque.  
Thanks to Brian for taking the usual group photograph and Pam for providing refreshments at 11 am 
including coffee / tea, cool drinks and biscuits, plus a large punnet of Strawberries from her allotment. 
At noon, Maurice thanked the volunteers for a great morning’s work particularly considering the high 
temperature. Tools were counted cleaned and stowed in their Rookery home.  Report by Maurice Lillie          
    
Next Work Session – Sunday 4th August – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Annual Meadow Cut  – As you may know, our Meadow management plan includes a annual cut of 
part of the site on a ‘mosaic system’, whereby we choose different areas to cut each year and maintain 
mapped records of the same. HBC normally funds this work by an approved contractor, albeit with a 
budget which has almost halved over the past few years, consequently reducing the total area which 
can be cut.   This year the contractor chosen was Martin Cull from near to Southampton, and he used a 
small tractor mounted ‘cut & collect’ machine, for minimal impact on the sometimes-soft meadow 
ground. On our instructions, he cut about one third of the Central Meadow and two parts of the North 
Meadow, mainly on the western side. The ‘arisings’ were carefully dumped at two of our ‘sacrificial’ 
locations in the North Meadow; in an endeavour alleviate spontaneous combustion. We would prefer to 
remove these arisings from the site but the expense and difficulty of doing so is always prohibitive.  
The Committee will discuss the possibility of cutting some further important areas of the meadow in the 
early autumn when most flowering plants are done, subject to favourable ground conditions and with 
funding to hopefully be shared between HBC & BMCG.    
Brian's note: Martin and, before him, his father Brian, did an excellent job in cutting the meadow for the 
first eight years of the conservation group in Brook Meadow up to 2008.  Photos of Martin and his 
machine at work are on the Emsworth blog for July 18.   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Butterflies 
The recent hot weather has produced a bonanza of butterflies.  Here on Brook Meadow, Gatekeepers 
are everywhere, along with lots of Meadow Browns and Large and Small Skippers.  The whites are also 
out in force including an occasional Marbled White.  Comma, Red Admiral, Peacock, Ringlet and Small 
Tortoiseshell are also about.  But I have yet to see a Common Blue on Brook Meadow, though I have 
seen one on the Railway Wayside.   The best butterfly find of the year so far was certainly the Purple 
Hairstreak which was seen and photographed by Malcolm Phillips on July 21 - a first for Brook 
Meadow.  Purple Hairstreaks are typically seen fluttering around at the top of Oak trees where they 
feed on honey-dew, but in hot weather they occasionally come down to feed which is when Malcolm got 
lucky.  Further afield, both White Admirals and Silver-washed Fritillaries have been seen in good 
numbers in Hollybank Woods and even Purple Emperors have been out in local woodlands.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Small butterflies  
Brian Lawrence sent me an puzzling photo he took on Brook Meadow of two Green-veined White 
butterflies locked together in mating.  The puzzle was not the mating, but the fact that the female of the 
pair was barely half the size of the male.  However, Ralph Hollins informed me that such size variations 
can occur and are the result of the caterpillar not developing fully before it pupates, due to lack of food.   
Metamorphosis adapts to the material available and produces a fully working, but under-sized, adult 
butterfly.  Brian's photo can be seen on the Emsworth blog for July 25.  
 
Other insects 
The arrival of summer weather has brought out lots of insects.  Red Soldier Beetles are now common 
on the white umbels of Hogweed, variously, feeding, fighting or mating.  Other beetles lounging around 
on the flowers include one with swollen thighs called Oedemera nobilis and a distinctive yellow and 
black Longhorn beetle called Strangalia maculata.   
July 22 was the big day of the year for ants in Emsworth as they took off on their matrimonial flights in 
their thousands and giving the gulls a great feast in the sky above.  An amazing spectacle.   
 
Water Voles 
We have had a few Water Vole sightings over the past two weeks, including youngsters, which is very 
good news.  They have been seen mainly from the south bridge.  However, we have also had a couple 
of sightings from the Lumley Stream where it merges into Peter Pond.  So keep a look out.   
 
Wild flowers 
The annual cut of the grassland on Brook Meadow which was carried out last week did not involve the 
main areas for wild flowers.  For example, there is now a fine splash of colour in the Lumley area with 
the yellow flowers of Common Fleabane contrasting with the dark red of Common Knapweed.   Dotted 
here and there you will also find the small yellow flowers of Square-stalked St John's-wort with plenty of 
Red Bartsia in waiting.  The small flowers of Strawberry Clover are also out along the edges of the 
paths, some already turning into their strawberry-like fruits.   
The Lumley area is  also the best area on the meadow for sedges and rushes and the spikelets of 
Sharp-flowered Rush and Hard Rush are now showing well.   It is strange to think that Sharp-flowered 
Rush was unknown on Brook Meadow until 2009 and now it is abundant on the Lumley area.  
Elsewhere on the meadow the towering white umbels of Hogweed and the pretty pink flowers of Great 
Willowherb dominate the sward.   
 
Mystery willowherb 
I spotted a small group of willowherbs with tiny flowers growing on the east bank of the river just north 
of the south bridge.  They are distinctly slimmer than the Great Willowherbs and have much smaller 
flowers, but did not look hoary enough for Hoary Willowherb.  I clambered onto the bank through the 
brambles and nettles to get a closer look, but was no wiser.  I took a sample over to Ralph Hollins and 
after much discussion we decided that the mystery plant was definitely not a straightforward Great or 
Hoary Willowherb, but was probably a hybrid between the two.   Willowherbs are notoriously tricky to 
identify and tend to hybridise very readily.   Photo is on blog for July 25.   
 
Mute Swan news 
The swan families seem to be settling down on the town's millponds.  The family from the famous 'litter 
nest' on the town millpond still have one cygnet which seems to be thriving, though looks a bit thin.  The 
swan family with three cygnets (including the white one) that nested on the marina embankment are still 
moving about the harbour and the youngsters look very healthy.   But there is not good news from 
Slipper Millpond where one of the two remaining cygnets was attacked and killed, we think by the Great 
Black-backed Gulls.   Now, the pen is keeping her remaining cygnet close by her side on Peter Pond 
and well away from the gulls on the other pond.   
 
Great Black-backed Gulls  
As for the Great Black-backed Gulls, the chicks are now well grown and are flying short distances.  It 
should not be long before they are fully mobile.  I saw one of the adults literally grab one of the chicks 
by the scruff of the neck and throw it off the raft into the water to get it moving.   As for the future of the 
gulls on the pond, I shall be recommending to the Slipper Millpond Association that they move the 
centre raft, where the gulls have nested for the past two years, to discourage further nesting. 
Unfortunately, although these are truly magnificent birds, their presence has unbalanced the ecology of 
this small pond, with the effect that none of the other resident birds have been able to nest unhindered.  
They are just too big for this small pond.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 27-28, July 1-14, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session - 7th July 2013  
In high summer temperatures, we welcomed 14 volunteers including Jennifer’s grandchildren Martha 
and Eric to a meadow scene of head high grass growths, at least as high as in the wet summer of 2012 
we think.  
Maurice took off early with the ‘back in action’ Power Scythe, widening some of the  occasional paths, 
on the way to the Seagull Lane Patch, the main focus of the morning’s works. Meanwhile, Eric joined 
the usual litter picking efforts and found a single shoe amongst the usual array of bottles, cans & 
general litter. Whilst the Power Scythe was cutting a wide access path alongside the Seagull Lane 
western boundary native hedgerow, most volunteers worked to clear overhanging foliage, which had 
almost blocked the gravelled northern footpath, parallel with the railway line. 
With the access path cut and cleared, all of the volunteers then converged to rescue the native 
hedgerow plants from bindweed, nettles, thistles growths, so that they can continue their strong growth 
unimpeded. This work continued after the refreshment break and included clearance around the 5 Oak 
trees / saplings. 
The morning finished off with more occasional path widening by power Scythe and also Nigel, Tony and 
Martha made a strong start on the cutting up and removal of the fallen Crack Willow branch on the 
central meadow, which would otherwise impede the annual meadow cut by contractors, planned for this 
area during July / August.    By common consent, we finished the session a little early to protect the 
volunteers from dehydration. Many thanks to all of the Volunteers and the coffee / tea / biscuits 
provided by Pam.              Report by Wally Osborne  
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 18th July – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Insect Survey – You may have seen David Search sweeping the meadow grasses with his net and 
laying traps in the undergrowth for beetles. He uses the ‘passive method of pitfall trapping’ to survey 
ground dwelling insects (to us uninitiated folk this is simply a plastic cup inserted into the ground into 
which insects fall, a cover keeping any rain out). BMCG is very lucky to have David on the Committee 
since he is an invertebrate specialist. He is carrying out an insect survey for us, the last one having 
been done at some cost in 2010. At that time another expert; Bryan Pinchen recorded 5 Red Data Book 
and 11 Nationally Scarce species. Bryan recommended that surveys be carried out every 3 years and 
David agreed to make this second one for us, free of charge. He is currently surrounded by dozens of 
sample pots ready for identification and we look forward to his findings with great interest. 
         Report by Lesley Harris  
 
Membership Campaign – We have 270 of you who actively support the wonderful work on the 
Meadow. The Group needs more members to help fill the hole in our funds due to Havant Borough 
Council making necessary economies with our annual budget. The £3 subscription is a bargain as you 
receive a colourful ‘Quarterly Newsletter’ or for e-mail members, this fortnightly ‘Conservation & Wildlife 
News’. We would like you to spread the word and go out to recruit new members for us and, as an 
incentive, yours and the new members names will be put into a draw for a £10 Voucher kindly donated 
by Emsworth Co-op, for each new member you introduce.  Report by Lesley Harris  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Mute Swan families 
Although we started off with 18 Mute Swan cygnets being hatched from three nests in Emsworth, they 
have been gradually whittled down to just 6.  The swans on the town millpond that attracted so much 
attention with their 'litter nest' are now on the water with their one remaining cygnet.  It looks a bit 
scraggy around the neck, though this is hardly surprising considering its early life.  But, having survived 
this long I think it has a pretty good chance of growing up to be 'a real swan' and joining the local flock.    
The Swan pair that hatched 8 cygnets from the nest on Peter Pond and (unwisely) moved to Slipper 
Millpond, have seen their brood reduced to two at the time of writing.  At least two of the missing 
cygnets were swept over the sluice gates into the harbour and I suspect the Great Black-backed Gulls 
had some of the others.     
The Swan family that nested on the marina embankment, which also started with 8 cygnets and lost 5 
in the first day or two after hatching, still have their family of three, including the white ('Polish') cygnet.  
They move around the harbour quite a bit and can often be seen at the quay and in Dolphin Lake. 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


Other millpond news 
The three Great Black-backed Gull chicks have moved to the north raft on Slipper Millpond and are now 
making their first hesitant flights, though it will be a little while before they are fully mobile.  Meanwhile, 
the two adults spend their time loafing around the pond and bringing food in for the chicks.  There is no 
chance of any more nesting for the Coots on Slipper Millpond, but the pair of Coots on Peter Pond are 
back nesting on the floating raft for a second brood.   
The first of the juvenile Black-headed Gulls have arrived in Emsworth.  They have attractive gingery 
plumage and delicate bills.  They can be seen on the millponds and in the harbour.  They are probably 
from the breeding colony at Hayling Oysterbeds which have had a very good season, producing in the 
region of 1,500 chicks.  Sadly, the Little Terns have failed yet again at the Oysterbeds, but the Common 
Terns are still going.   Chris Cockburn's regular reports are on the Emsworth blog.   
 
Greenshank returns 
The first of the winter visitors are back in our local  harbours - a sign that winter is on the way!   There's 
no sign of any Black-tailed Godwits as yet, but Redshank and Greenshank have arrived, still quite dark, 
in their summer plumage.  One of the Greenshank had colour-rings RG+BY with a geolocator fitted to 
the blue ring.  I last saw this bird in the harbour in April and since then it has been away on its breeding 
grounds in Northern Scotland, or even Scandinavia.  Anne de Potier who logs the Greenshank 
sightings was pleased to hear of its safe return, but had no news of where it had been.  They will need 
to re-trap the bird and download the data from the geolocator to find this information.   
 
Swifts  
A small family party of 8 Swifts has been feeding over the houses in Bridge Road.  It was good to see 
them, but their numbers are well down on what they were a few years ago, when 20-30 were not 
uncommon.   If anyone knows where they might be nesting locally, please let me know.  Meanwhile, it 
is important that we keep potential nesting sites available by not blocking holes under our roofs.   
  
Butterflies  
Butterflies got off to a poor start with the very cold spring, but things are now picking up with Large and 
Small Skipper, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Comma and Small Tortoiseshell in local meadows and 
gardens, but Whites are scarce.  It is heartening to see so many Small Tortoiseshells after several lean 
years.  Meanwhile, White Admirals and Silver-washed Fritillaries are flying again in Hollybank Woods.   
 
Stag Beetles 
I had quite a surprise when I went to fill up the bird feeders in my garden and found a female Stag 
Beetle squirming around in a bag of sunflower hearts.  The female does not have the huge 'antlers' of 
the male.  Others have seen Stag Beetles in gardens this year.  Have you had one?   
 
Brook Meadow plants 
I discovered Tall Melilot struggling through the jungle of grasses on the Seagull Lane patch during last 
Sunday's work session.  This was a new plant for the Brook Meadow list which now stands at 309 
species.  The very rare Great Burnet is flourishing on the orchid area; I counted 14 plants in the colony 
all with several flower heads.  The pretty pink flowers of Great Willowherb are out, as are the sweet-
smelling white fluffy flowers of Meadowsweet.  Yellow Rattle now has rattling seed pods.  Sharp-
flowered Rush and False Fox Sedge are showing particularly well on the west side of the Lumley area.   
  
Greater Burdock - another rare plant 
I was curious about the huge Burdock plants that grow beside the path from Washington Road to the 
Recreation Ground.  Could they be the rare Greater Burdock (Arctium lappa)?  The flower heads were 
clustered at the top as required for Greater, but the critical test was to cut the stems of the basal leaves.  
They were solid, thus confirming them as Greater Burdock and not the more common Lesser Burdock.  
Martin Rand said this was most likely a first for SU70.  So, that's two rare plants for Emsworth in the 
past month, first Great Burnet on Brook Meadow and now Greater Burdock on a wayside.   
 
Railway Wayside  
The new wayside to the north of Emsworth Railway Station is looking quite splendid.   From the new 
access ramp you get a grandstand view of the rich variety of wild flowers that grow on the 
embankment, including Wild Carrot, Common Knapweed, Spear Thistle, Marsh Woundwort, Bristly Ox-
tongue, Great Willowherb, Common Fleabane, Common Ragwort and Scentless Mayweed, among 
many others.   The flowers not only look good to us, but are also excellent nectar sources for myriads of 
butterflies, bumblebees and other insects that buzz around them daily.  A great ecological wayside!   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 25-26,  Jun 17-30, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 21st June 2013  
On a grey day, threatening rain, twelve volunteers turned up to work on the Meadow, lush with beautiful 
tall grasses.  We were particularly pleased to welcome newcomer Jenny Farnell.  The Power Scythe 
was out of action, awaiting parts, so the Brush Cutter and Hand Shears were used to open up several 
paths for walkers.  It was a pity to destroy many handsome Butterbur leaves on the central path but 
these were blocking the way.  A thorough litter pick was carried out following revelry.  This week’s 
special offer must have been Budweiser.  The signcases, which were covered in a resin deposit, were 
cleaned and shone and the grass around sheared.  Vegetation round the seats and steps was cleared, 
and a large overhanging branch on the South Bridge removed.  Don’t worry if all this activity makes you 
breathless because we did have time for coffee and a chat at half time.  Report by Lesley Harris    
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 18th July – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow grasses 
Brook Meadow is currently awash with tall grasses.  They are great to walk through with the panicles 
brushing against you as you pass.  I also like to pick a few for display in the vases on my desk.  They 
are also a good challenge for identification.  On June 23, I had the very good company of Lesley Harris, 
Jennifer Rye and Caroline French for a grasses identification workshop.  We went around the meadow 
examining and identifying (and admiring) the various grasses, sedges and rushes.  Of special interest 
were the 4 spikes of Meadow Barley (always hard to find) and a single spike of Plicate Sweet-grass 
(Glyceria notata), unusually in the "Lumley puddle" area.  We also saw the scarce hybrid Festulolium 
loliaceum along with its 'parents' Meadow Fescue and Perennial Ryegrass on the north eastern path 
close to the seat.  Toad Rush is also out in the "Lumley puddle" area near the Lumley gate.   
 
Brook Meadow flowers 
The exceptional growth of grasses has meant many of the more delicate wild flowers have had a 
difficult time.  Ragged Robin has had another poor year and the conservation group will be cutting the 
Lumley area where they grow this autumn.  This should also help the sedges and rushes too.  The 
orchids have been difficult to find, but 9 Southern Marsh Orchids showed up well (10 were out last 
year), but there have been no sign of any Common Spotted, Pyramidal or Bee Orchids which we have 
seen in past years.  Again, the orchid area is badly overgrown and needs a jolly good cut!   I was 
pleased to re-find Blue Water Speedwell flowering again on the west bank of the Lumley Stream.  
Brooklime was also out nearby along with the huge plants of Water Dock.   
 
Great Burnet - a rare plant on Brook Meadow 
There has been one excellent piece of news on the plant front.  During one of my orchid searches in 
the jungle of grasses on Brook Meadow, I stumbled across a small colony of Great Burnet 
(Sanguisorba officinalis).  It has been confirmed by Martin Rand (Hants Botanical Recorder) as a very 
rare plant in Hampshire.  How they got here is a mystery, but let's say they came under their own 
steam!   There are about 20 bright red oval shaped flower heads on 6 plants in all.   All the flowers on 
Great Burnet are bisexual with 4 short stamens and an undivided stigma.  These can just be seen 
opening at the top of the flower head in the photo on the blog for June 27.   In contrast, the upper 
flowers of the more common Salad Burnet are female with 2 red-purple feathery stigmas.   
 
Young Water Voles 
Malcolm Phillips has returned from holiday and is back watching for Water Voles on Brook Meadow.  
His vigilance pays dividends as he has already seen (and photographed) two adults and a youngster on 
the river bank north of the south bridge.  This is very good news, as we have not had many sightings of 
young Water Voles this year.   
 
Bullfinches in gardens 
Many people have been getting Bullfinches in their gardens this spring; Caroline French and Eileen 
Cole have both had a male on their feeders for the first time ever.  I too have been seeing them on the 
sunflower hearts in my garden near the centre of town.  Although June is the peak time for Bullfinches 
in gardens, they seem to be far more common this year than usual.  The reason is most likely to be the 
scarcity of natural foods in the countryside.    
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Cygnets galore! 
The local swans have excelled themselves this year with three nests producing a total of 18 cygnets, 
though this number has fallen to 7 over the past few weeks.   The pair on the town millpond with the 
'litter nest' have one cygnet to thank for their labours, though it is looking a bit scraggy around the neck 
and needs natural insect food to grow properly, which is scarce on the millpond.  The swans nesting on 
the Peter Pond island hatched an astonishing 8 cygnets, but in no time they were reduced to 5.  Then 
three of the remaining cygnets got swept over the sluice gate on Slipper Millpond by the outgoing tide.  
Local hero, Roger managed to rescue one of them - photo is on the wildlife blog for June 28.  Finally, 
the pair nesting on the marina still have their 3 cygnets, which are usually in the harbour.   
 
Bumblebee nest  
Bumblebees (unlike butterflies) seem to have been everywhere this spring, busily collecting nectar and 
pollen from the flowers for their nests.  They usually nest in holes in the ground, but my next door 
neighbours have Bumblebees nesting in their roof!   I have checked with our Bumblebee expert, Bryan 
Pinchen, and he agrees they are Bombus hypnorum - sometimes called Tree Bumblebees because 
they tend to nest high up, often in trees, or roofs.  Bryan stresses that Bumblebees are delightful and 
valuable creatures, they do no damage and do not sting (unlike wasps) unless severely provoked!   
 
Other insects 
Butterflies have been very scarce over the past couple of weeks, though I have seen four Small 
Tortoiseshells in the past week on the main paths on Brook Meadow, including one this morning.  Let's 
hope this indicates a revival in the fortunes of this once very common butterfly.  I also had my first 
Meadow Brown of the year on the new Railway Wayside on Jun 19; they should be out generally soon.   
While mooching around on the grassland immediately south of Gooseberry Cottage I came across 
several 5-spot Burnet Moths, mostly  feeding on the Meadow Vetchling which grows there (but oddly 
not on the adjacent Brook Meadow).  However, I was informed by Ralph Hollins that they were probably 
Narrow-bordered 5-spot Burnets (Zygaena lonicerae) which are now far more common in Hampshire 
than the 5-spots. 
 
Wayside news 
Jane Brook and I did our weekly round of the Emsworth waysides last Monday morning and had a 
delightful surprise when we came upon two beautiful Bee Orchids for the first time ever on the Bridge 
Road wayside.  Then, today, my wife and I saw another close to the others!   Amazing how these plants 
just pop up unexpectedly.  We had a Bee Orchid on the New Brighton Road Junction last year, but 
there's no sign of it this year.  The Common Spotted Orchid has come up again on the Greville Green 
(west) wayside.  There's no orchids as yet on the new Emsworth Railway Wayside, but if you walk up 
the new ramp you will be amazed at the array of wild flowers (none planted!) on the embankment.   
The first of the Creeping Bent-grass is now out on the excellent area of grassland behind the bowling 
green on the Emsworth Recreation Ground wayside.  Bent-grass can easily be recognised by its red 
flushed, often closed panicles.  Lesser Stitchwort is also flowering there.    
 
Disappearance of Wild Clary  
Not such good news, was the virtual disappearance of the Wild Clary (Salvia verbenaca) from the 
Christopher Way wayside.  We are not sure why they have gone; it could be something to do with the 
unusual weather over the past year, or just that the plants had reached the end of their lives.  But the 
most likely explanation hinges on our failure to cut the verge last autumn due to bad weather and the 
subsequent growth of grasses on the site.  Significantly, some Wild Clary has survived on a nearby 
grass verge, which is regularly mown by the council, so more frequent cutting might be the answer.     
 
Bits and pieces 
As expected there are hundreds of Black-headed Gull chicks on the Hayling Oysterbeds islands.  
Common Terns should hatch soon, but there's no hope for Little Terns.   
Nigel Johnson and his team counted 7,420 Southern Marsh Orchids on the South Moor at Langstone 
on Saturday morning.  This is a good number, but continues the downward trend over the past 3 years.   
A Willow Warbler has been singing from the Lumley copse on Brook Meadow - a rare meadow bird.   
We have seen up to 5 Swifts flying over my house in Bridge Road this past week.  That's poor.  
Rough Chervil is flowering well on the path west of Nore Barn Woods; it looks like Cow Parsley, but has 
rough stems turning red.  There is a fine example of Dark Mullein in flower on the east bank of Peter 
Pond.  The regular growth of Yellow Oat-grass was now showing very well along the grass verge of 
Bath Road until it was savaged by the strimmer.   Red Fescue lines the footpath down the western side 
of Slipper Millpond.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 23-24,  Jun 3-16, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow plants 
It has been another poor year for Ragged Robin on Brook Meadow.  I counted just 19 plants in flower 
today which is about the same as last year.  It's difficult to believe there were 214 in 2011 and an 
astonishing 625 in 2010.   I am not sure what has happened to them, but I suspect it has something to 
do with the overgrown habitat they have to grow in.     
Orchids also seem to be having a poor year.  There are currently 8 Southern Marsh Orchids in flower, 
there were 10 last year.  But I just cannot find any Common Spotted or Bee Orchids which have been 
on the meadow in previous years.  I think they have been completely swamped by the rampant 
grasses.  However, it was good to see Bee Orchids coming up again in the usual spot below the deck 
houses on west Thorney.     
While I was looking for orchids, I was surprised to find what I think might be the flower head of Salad 
Burnet on the orchid area.  If this is confirmed it would be a new plant for Brook Meadow.  The photo is 
on the blog for June 17 if you want to have a look.  Or could it even be the rare Great Burnet?     
There is a good display of Meadow Buttercups and Yellow Rattle on the north meadow and lovely show 
of Yellow Flag north of the causeway.   
I was pleased to find again Slender Spike-rush (Eleocharis uniglumis) which botanist John Norton 
discovered for the first time on Brook Meadow last year. A rare plant, indeed.   
 
Bird song 
It is generally a fairly quiet period for birds as they complete their breeding cycle and look after their 
young.  However, Song Thrush is still singing strongly on Brook Meadow with occasional bursts from 
Wren.  One can also still hear our three common summer visitors singing, particularly Whitethroat and 
Blackcap.   Willow Warbler is a rare visitor to Brook Meadow, but one is currently singing from Lumley 
copse.  It is unlikely to breed here.     
 
Mute Swan nests 
The two Mute Swan nests on the town's millponds have had differing fortunes.  The swan on the 'litter 
nest' on the town millpond managed to produce two cygnets, one of which died, but the other one 
survived and so far is healthy; it has been on the open water feeding with its parents.  However, the 
pen insists on returning to the nest with the cygnet to brood the 3 remaining eggs, but they are addled 
and will certainly not hatch at this late stage, though the instinct to brood is clearly very strong in her.   
Meanwhile, over on Peter Pond, the swan nesting on the island hatched out an astonishing 8 cygnets 
last week which, to date, are still all present and looking good. However, I have seen the pen with her 
brood on the neighbouring Slipper Millpond, which is definitely not a good idea with the powerful Great 
Black-backed Gulls nesting there with 3 chicks to feed.  This is the largest brood of cygnets I can recall 
on Peter Pond, though I shall be very surprised if they all survive.   
The swan pair that nested on the marina embankment still have their 3 remaining cygnets from the 8 
that originally hatched.  They are fairly mobile and have been seen around the harbour, marina and 
Dolphin Lake.  Overall, it has been a bumper swan nesting season in Emsworth this year with a total of 
18 cygnets produced, of which 12 are currently still with us.  This follows a complete blank last year.   
 
Other millpond news 
The three Great Black-backed Gull chicks are growing fast on the centre raft of Slipper Millpond and 
are well tended to by their parents.  No other birds are allowed nearby and the male parent is 
particularly vigilant and I often get 'buzzed' by him, flying low over my head and calling, for simply 
taking photos of his kids.  It will be another 3-4 weeks before the chicks will be flying.   
Meanwhile, the Coots on Slipper Millpond persevere with their nests, but any chicks are doomed to 
provide nourishment for hungry gull chicks.  Saying that, one Coot chick from the nest on the northern 
raft did survive from the first brood and is currently helping out with a second.   
There is better news of the Coots on Peter Pond, where all five chicks from the nest on David Gattrell's 
5-star floating raft are still present and growing fast.  Clearly, the Great Black-backed Gulls do not hunt 
on Peter Pond and the cygnets might be safe from their attentions if they stay there.   
 
Osprey nest? 
The erection of Osprey nesting platforms on the old landing light poles on east Thorney by the 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy have succeeded in attracting a single Osprey on its way back from 
Africa.  It has been here for about 2 weeks, giving birdwatchers good views of it catching fish in the 
deeps and eating it on the platforms.  However, we needed a second bird to complete the nesting pair, 
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but this did not happen.  The bird has not been seen for the past few days and may have left.  Barry 
Collins thinks it could have been a second year juvenile and not ready for breeding.   
 
Garden birds 
The Bullfinch has been a very rare bird in my garden over the past 15 years, but this spring I have been 
getting fairly regular visits from a male to the sunflower heart feeders.  Patrick Murphy has also been 
getting a male-female pair on his feeders and Caroline French had her first ever Bullfinch in her North 
Emsworth garden this week.  Maybe this is a good year for them?   
Less welcome visitors to my garden has been a colony of up to 7 white doves which have been 
gobbling up the food I put out for wild birds at an alarming rate.  I have resorted to removing the bird 
table and not putting food on the ground to discourage them.  Where do they come from?   
Penny Aylett recently showed me a Blue Tit nest box in her garden, the hole of which had been 
hammered and widened by a Great Spotted Woodpecker to enable it to reach the chicks, all of which 
had been taken.  That's nature!   
 
Hedgehogs 
Hedgehogs are highly endangered mammals and need all the help they can get.  Caroline French is 
doing her bit towards the cause by having a specially constructed wooden Hedgehog hut in her garden.  
She says a Hedgehog hibernated in it over the winter and now a new one has moved in.   The fact that 
the box is so readily occupied suggests to her that there is a shortage of suitable sites for them to rest 
up or nest.  So, these boxes can make a contribution to their survival.  Details of Caroline's Hedgehog 
box can be found on the Emsworth blog for June 15.  So, get one now!   
 
Insects 
Butterflies have been very scarce over the past two weeks, but hopefully with warmer weather they will 
pick up.  My best sighting was of a pair of Common Blues locked together in mating for several minutes 
on the new wayside north of Emsworth Railway Station on June 5.  The male had very ragged wings as 
if it had been out for some time, though this was the first I had seen this year anywhere.    
Bumblebees have generally bucked the trend and there have been lots of workers visiting flowers to 
collect nectar and pollen for the developing youngsters in their nests.  Damselflies are also on the wing, 
particularly the Azure and Large Red and I have also seen both male and female Banded Demoiselles 
on Brook Meadow, the male blue with dark bands on its wings and the female mostly green.   
 
Fox cubs 
Susan Kelly is still  having great pleasure watching the young foxes in her Emsworth garden.  She 
thinks there are two litters, of 2 and 3 cubs respectively, with two separate earths.  She says, One early 
morning I watched a mother and two cubs basking and bonding on the lawn, which was lovely. 
 
Waysides News 
It was not possible to cut the Emsworth waysides last winter mainly due to bad weather.  As a result, 
the grasses this spring are rampant and have completely swamped out many of the smaller wild 
flowers.  In particular, we appear to have lost one of our very rare plants which grows on the 
Christopher Way verge.  We have had 40 or so flowering plants of Wild Clary (Salvia verbenaca) on 
this wayside for the past 3 years and all but for a couple of stunted specimens have disappeared.  
Martin Rand thinks competitive stress from tall growth of other vegetation is part of the problem.  
Another possibility is that the mowing prolongs their perennation - a bit like micro-coppicing.  In fact, 
part of the Christopher Way verge which is regularly mown by the Council still has a few of these 
plants.  We have now mown the grasses on the wayside, but this is very much a case of 'after the 
horse has bolted'.  This year the waysides must be cut early!   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 21-22,  May 20 - Jun 2, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session 2nd June – The beautiful sunny weather brought out 11 volunteers onto a meadow 
scene of rampant vegetation growth, most particularly of Hemlock Water Dropwort (HWD), which loves 
the warm damp conditions seen recently. As part of our conservation management activities, we seek 
to prevent HWD from spreading by cutting off the flower heads before the seeds set and are distributed. 
On this day, most of the volunteers concentrated on the Lumley area and the nearby Sedge area  of the 
central meadow, both of which have important and diverse botanical species which we strive to 
conserve. The workers filled and moved numerous bags of the heads to a nearby sacrificial dump area, 
where they were covered over with previously dumped materials. We will continue this mammoth task 
in north and south meadows at the next work session.  
Our Power Scythe had its first outing of the year and the heavily overgrown occasional paths in the 
south meadow were cut and partially cleared which is helpful to visitors as well as our own Butterfly 
transect recording volunteers. We also cut the path around periphery of the Lumley area for the same 
reasons, finishing off with cutting access paths on the Seagull Lane patch, this last effort being halted 
by a machine breakdown.  Meanwhile, Jennifer and Pam with Brushcutter and Shears respectively, 
cleared overgrowths from the northern path parallel with the railway line, right around to the bridge. 
We did manage to fit a mid session refreshment break into all of this activity, thanks to Pam, and thanks 
also to the volunteers whose sterling efforts are really appreciated by the many meadow visitors. 
Next Work Session – Thursday 20th June – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our beautiful ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Skittles Event – On Friday evening 31st May, a group 24 volunteers and partners gathered at the 
Walderton Barley Mow Pub for a relaxing evening of bowling fun, plus buffet food and drinks from the 
bar. We hope to make this an annual event as it was much enjoyed by everyone. 
 
History of Brook Meadow - Get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances 
Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 
375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Brook Meadow flowers 
Cow Parsley continues to be the outstanding flower on Brook Meadow with a magnificent display along 
the main river path from the north bridge.  Walking along this path is an experience not to be missed.   
Don't forget to look at the river where there is a fine display of Stream Water-crowfoot.  This plant which 
likes clean chalk streams, has long trailing tresses of submerged leaves and masses of flowers with 
yellow honey guides on the inside of white petals.  
Far less obvious is the single flower spike of Southern Marsh Orchid flower spike that I first noticed on 
the orchid area on May 27.  I have marked it with a small twig.  Two were planted here by Nigel 
Johnson in June 2007 and they have increased over the years to 10 in 2012.  But I have not seen any 
more this year despite a lot of searching!  I was very surprised to find not a single orchid on the South 
Moor at Langstone where there are normally thousands out at this time.  Maybe they are having a bad 
year?  Ralph Hollins also failed to see any on the SSI field on Warblington Farm.   
I have also been checking the Lumley area on a daily basis for Ragged Robin and finally found my first 
open flowers on June 1st, about 4 weeks later than usual.  I am relieved to see any at all since last 
year's count was the lowest since counts began in Year 2002.  Fingers crossed for a better year.   
Finally,  Common Comfrey is in full and glorious flower (white and purple) around the meadow.   
 
Butterflies and moths 
I have not seen much in the way of butterflies on Brook Meadow this past week, except for Green-
veined Whites, Speckled Wood and a lone Peacock on the Lumley area.  Ralph Hollins says Green-
veined Whites are colonial and stay within the small area where you see them, laying eggs on grasses.  
In contrast, the 'Cabbage Whites' are both migratory and spend their lifetime wandering (often cross-
Channel) in search of Crucifer plants.  Ralph says we should be proud to have Green-Veined on 'our 
patch'.  True, I am!   
During today's conservation work session on Brook Meadow, David Search caught a large moth with 
bright red underwings in his hands.   It was a Copper Underwing (Amphipyra pyramidea) which has not 
been previously recorded on Brook Meadow.  See the Emsworth blog for details and photos.   
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As for the rarer butterflies, John Bogle reports that Duke of Burgundy have fared pretty well despite the 
terrible weather last year.  He has seen plenty at Noar Hill and Rake Bottom on Butser Hill, plus  
Grizzled and Dingy Skippers and Green Hairstreak.  John also has what he calls 'a little gold mine' for 
Small Blue in the Paulsgrove chalk pit.  His excellent photos are on the blog for June 1.   
 
Other insects 
I have seen (and photographed) some interesting insects on Brook Meadow in the past week.  A bright 
red beetle resting on a blade of grass behind the seat turned out to be a Red-headed Cardinal Beetle 
(Pyrochroa serraticornis), which is common on flowers and old tree stumps.  I have just two previous 
records of this striking beetle on Brook Meadow in 2010.   
As I was walking up the main river path through the meadow I came across two Ladybirds of very 
contrasting sizes.  The large one was clearly a Harlequin Ladybird and was in the process of 
consuming a greenfly.   Apart from its size, the Harlequin has distinctive white 'cheeks' and a variety of 
spots.  The small one was a 2-spot Ladybird, which was only half the size of the Harlequin and, I fear, 
could have been its next meal.   
I have also seen Scorpion Flies with their marked wings and a Longhorn Moth (Adela reaumurella) with 
very long antennae (which I thought at first was a Caddis fly!).   Apparently, on sunny days you can get 
hundreds of males doing their 'dancing' flight. Only the males have the long antennae.   
Damselflies are also on the wing.  During today's work session on Brook Meadow we saw both Azure 
Damselfly (blue) and Large Red Damselfly (red).  Banded Demoiselles, which are such a feature of 
Brook Meadow in summer, have yet to make an appearance.   
 
Sedges 
I was a bit concerned about the fate of the sedges on the Lumley Area this year as it had not been 
possible to get this area cut last year.  However, the usual varieties are all coming up OK, with Divided 
Sedge fairly abundant and Distant Sedge and False Fox Sedge prominent.   The brown spikelets of our 
two pond sedges have been showing well on the two streams, as has Pendulous Sedge in Palmer's 
Road Copse.  However, my best find was the rare Slender Spike-rush (Eleocharis uniglumis) that John 
Norton discovered last year.   See blog for May 31 for details and photo.   
 
Mute Swan nests 
Excitement mounts as hatching time approaches arrives for the two Mute Swan nests on our local 
millponds.  The swan on the 'litter nest' on the town millpond has attracted considerable attention from 
people walking by over the bridge.  She has 6 eggs and the expected hatching day is June 7th.  Will 
this be the first ever successful 'litter nest'?   The swan sitting on the Peter Pond island has 8 eggs and 
by my reckoning they should hatch tomorrow!    
To cap it all, Gavin Miller phoned me on Saturday afternoon to say there was a swan family in the 
marina area of the harbour near his house with an astonishing 8 cygnets.  I think this must the pair that 
nests on the embankment near the marina entrance which, I must admit, I have not got around to 
checking this year, though they regularly do nest there.  To think we had no cygnets in Emsworth at all 
last year and this year we may be overrun with them!   
 
Other millpond news 
The Great Black-backed Gulls hatched three chicks on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond on May 24, 
one day later than predicted.  One of the chicks looks less well developed than the others and may not 
survive.  Last year the gulls lost one of their three chicks.  As happened last year, I have been 
repeatedly 'buzzed' by one of the adult gulls flying over my head while I was taking photos.   
As expected, the Coots that nested on the Slipper Millpond rafts have not fared at all well and both 
broods have been lost.  However, the pair that nested on David Gattrell's floating raft on Peter Pond still 
have their 5 chicks which are now growing fast and looking good.   
I was pleased to hear a Reed Warbler singing from the reedbeds on Peter Pond this week, though it will 
need to watch out for the Cuckoo which has been repeatedly heard in that area recently.   
 
Other bird news 
Three Whitethroats are now well established on Brook Meadow and all singing merrily.  But sadly, 
Swifts have not yet returned to Emsworth despite a few early sightings of 3 or 4 birds.  No sign either of 
any nesting House Martins, though that is not surprising.  But better news about Starlings, the 
youngsters of which have been very noisy around town over the past week.   
Peter Milinets-Raby saw at least four Little Egret nests in the trees behind Langstone Mill Pond, all with 
very small young in them.  But, a pair of Carrion Crows were loitering just a metre away waiting to catch 
a Little Egret off guard!  That's nature!    
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 17-18, Apr 22 - May 5, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session 5th May – Just 8 volunteers today as the Bank Holiday weekend lured many away, 
but a lovely morning to work in, not too hot, fine and dry. All volunteers were shown pictures from the 
Tree Council of what symptoms to look out for in young trees of the chalara disease, or ash dieback, 
and asked to keep an eye out for any on the Meadow. 
The main task for the day was to dispose of the last of the hoggin provided by Havant Borough Council 
for path repairs. Some was spread in front of the two notice boards at the South entrance and at the 
Lumley Gate, but most was barrowed, dragged and laboriously transported to the northeast corner of 
the meadow where the River Ems comes under the railway bridge. The Environment Agency repair to 
the wall there to prevent flooding in Lumley Lane properties had left an unhelpful slope which we filled 
with hoggin; there will have to be a bit more work done to secure the bank of the river, but it was great 
to clear the unsightly bag from the Lumley Gate. We were delighted to be helped by three teenagers, 
Connah, Molly and Harry, who cheerfully added their strength to ours in the transportation. 
Meanwhile, a thorough litter pick was completed as usual, producing no fewer than three large bags of 
rubbish, which were left for clearance by HBC in the Palmers Road car park area, since litter clearance 
of the bins actually on the meadow has been sporadic of late, despite endless phone calls to the 
council. 
Refreshments were provided by the ever reliable Pam, who also did a lot of clipping back of 
overgrowing vegetation along paths and around the Seagull Lane new hedge plants. 
It was lovely to see signs of long-awaited Spring on the meadow as we worked, and Brian gave us a 
quick lesson in recognition of a flowering grass, and a sedge. 
See the web site shortly for photos  Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 16th May – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our rather muddy ‘green Gym’, better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Social Event for Volunteers & Supporters – We are holding a Skittles Evening at ‘The Barley Mow’, 
Walderton on Friday 31st May at 6.45 for 7.0 pm, so that our volunteers and supporters can get together 
for a bit of fun in a relaxed setting. The cost will £9 per person, including a substantial buffet supper and 
special diets can be catered for by prior arrangement. If you would like to join us there is still time so 
please contact Lesley Harris by e-mail on harrisemsworth@ntlworld.com or by phoning 01243 375556  
 
History of Brook Meadow - Make sure you get your copy of a 80 page colourful booklet written by 
Frances Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by calling 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
The past few weeks has been a quiet time for Water Vole watching with very few sightings as the voles 
get their breeding season underway and spend much of their time deep in their burrows with their 
brood.  However, Malcolm Phillips (fresh back from holiday in Cuba) saw what was probably the first 
young Water Vole of the season on May 4 on the north bank, in front of the railway embankment, 
almost under the willow over the river (Section A1).  Malcolm also had an adult just up river from the 
north bridge.  So, they are becoming active again.  Water Vole news and photos is on the special web 
page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Brook Meadow birds 
Good news is that all three of our regular summer visitors (Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Whitethroat) have 
now arrived on the meadow for another breeding season and are singing for mates with gusto.  It is 
great to be back in Emsworth!   Blackcaps were about 2 weeks late, but surprisingly Whitethroats were 
a little earlier than usual.  As for the residents, 3 Song Thrushes are bashing out their loud repetitive 
songs, almost drowning out many of the others.  But they are all here and doing well.   
 
Spring flowers 
Spring was a good 2-3 weeks late this year, but everything is catching up fast.  There is a great display 
of Cuckooflowers on the grass verge in Bridge Road car park (a wayside nature reserve); I counted 
350, which is down on last year's 700.  The wayside also boasts a fine growth of the unusual Slender 
Speedwell.   
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Bluebells have also been late in local woodlands, but I found a glorious display in Ashling Wood near 
West Stoke on Apr 27, though a good 4 weeks later than last year!   
On Brook Meadow, Creeping Buttercups are now out about 2 weeks later than usual.   The spathes of 
Lords and Ladies are open to reveal the phallic spadix within.  The infertile stems of Field Horsetail 
(without the cones) are showing well at the northern end of the Bramble path in front of the Horse 
Chestnut saplings.  The Seagull Lane patch on Brook Meadow, now cleared of brambles, is looking 
very interesting with a variety of wild flowers already showing well, including a patch of Wintercress in 
bud at the far end of the patch.   
 
Trees on Brook Meadow 
The Jubilee Oaks on the Seagull Lane patch are looking healthy with fresh brown buds.  The one I 
planted also had a small (unidentified) snail on the stem.  This morning Pam Phillips was clearing 
around the base of the Jubilee hedgerow, which is growing very nicely.   
Looking north from the causeway you get a good view of the Black Poplars standing tall on the edge of 
Lumley copse; they are now in leaf and looking very handsome.  A Green Woodpecker landed right at 
the top of the tallest tree and flew off towards Lumley Road.  We often hear it 'yaffling' but see it less 
frequently. 
Maurice Lillie was impressed by the way nature takes any opportunity to survive.  He noticed that 
several different plants were growing on and in the cracks of the fallen Crack Willow tree on the north 
path of Brook Meadow.  These are examples of epiphytic growth, when one plant grows on another but 
is not parasitic on it.  Lichens, mosses and ferns growing on trees are also epiphytic.   
The Blackthorn bushes along the path behind Lillywhite's Garage have been clouded with white 
blossom for the past few weeks, though it was starting to fade when I walked through this morning.   
 
Insects 
While I was on the Seagull Lane patch today, a beautiful Speckled Wood butterfly came to rest on a 
leaf just long enough for me to take its photo.  These have just come out in the past week, as have 
Orange Tips; note only the male has orange tips to its wings, but both sexes have attractive mottled 
green underwings.  Other butterflies currently on the wing include Peacock, Comma, Brimstone and 
Patrick Murphy even had the honour to have a rare Small Tortoiseshell in his garden.   
I love to watch Bumblebees buzzing around flowers for nectar and pollen.  There were two on the 
Seagull Lane patch today feeding on the White Dead-nettles and Dandelions.  One was a big hairy 
queen with two yellow stripes, probably Buff-tail Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris).  The other, judging 
from its well-filled pollen sacks, was a worker with a ginger thorax which I think could be B. pascuorum.   
 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan 'litter nest' on the town millpond attracts a lot of attention from people passing by on the 
bridge.  The nest has 6 eggs which are tended by both parents, which augers well.  However, with 36 
days before hatching from the laying of the last egg, there is a lot of time for things to go wrong.  
Predicted hatching date is June 7.  The swan nest on the Peter Pond island should hatch a bit earlier, 
around June 3, again, provided there are no problems on the way.   I think both swan pairs are 
relatively inexperienced, so do not hold your breath!   
Meanwhile, our local Coots have been very busy.  The pair nesting on David Gattrell's floating island on 
Peter Pond have produced 5 chicks, which have been footling around the reeds on the east side of the 
pond.  On Slipper Millpond, Coots nesting on the north raft lost 4 of their original brood, but still have 
the remaining two chicks.  The pair on the south raft now have 3 chicks.  All Coot chicks are sensibly 
remaining on the rafts away from the attentions of the gulls.   
The Great Black-backed Gulls are now resident on the centre raft and take it in turns to sit on the nest.  
With incubation 27-28 days, hatching should be expected at around 26 May.   
 
Other bird news 
We are still waiting for the arrival of Swifts, but they have been seen at some sites along the south 
coast, so hopefully they will soon be screaming around the houses again in Emsworth.   
Three Nightingales were singing on Marlpit Lane north of the amenity tip when I was there on May 2,   
Black-tailed Godwits still feed in good numbers in the bay opposite the Texaco garage on North 
Hayling, many in their breeding plumage.   
The first Mute Swan cygnets (three of them) were on Langstone Mill Pond today (May 5).   
Little Terns used to nest regularly on Hayling Oysterbeds until about 2007 when Black-headed Gulls  
moved in and eventually took over.  Restoration work has been done to improve the nesting habitat for 
terns.  See Chris Cockburn's report on the blog for Apr 29.  Incidentally, BBC Countryfile will be 
showing a snippet about the work on the Oysterbeds on Sun 12 May. 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 15-16, Apr 8-21, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session - 18th April 
A good turnout of thirteen volunteers met on a breezy and sunny spring morning. Initial tasks were to 
remove the extensive bramble growth around a Willow just North of the ‘cross path’ to the N bridge and 
to extend the woven dead hedge to the South of the S-bend. Two teams set to work on these sites 
whilst Lesley and Frank set off to pick up litter. 
In the event, both main tasks proved sufficient for the whole session. The bramble growth around the 
Willow was removed, chopped up and taken to the central meadow dump and many enormous root 
systems were dug out. The dead hedge was extended by about 12 meters using Willow from around 
the Meadow to form a tight post and weave. Lesley and Frank encountered some very heavy duty ‘litter’ 
in Palmers Road Copse near to the recycling bins, which took some time to deal with. 
Everyone met by the ‘bramble team’ to enjoy refreshments provided by Pam at half – time. In light of 
noticeable further growth, Brian announced that he had recounted the Butterbur flower spikes, which 
came to over a thousand. A record for the Meadow since counts began in 1999!  See report below.  
The teams completed their tasks in the second period - a very good morning’s work and achievement 
by all. Bramble cutting on another site and application of more hogging to the South path, which had 
been included on the task list, were therefore deferred to next time.   Report by Mike Probert 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 5th May – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join us 
in our rather muddy ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
History of Brook Meadow - Make sure you get your copy of a 80 page colourful booklet written by 
Frances Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by calling 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Butterbur galore   
In my last missive I reported having carried out the annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Brook 
Meadow on Apr 7.  However, there has been such an explosion of flowers over the past two weeks that 
I had to do a second count on Apr 18 which produced an amazing 1,150 spikes, easily surpassing the 
previous highest count for the meadow of 859 in 2011.  The big area of expansion was on the 
embankment and grassland on west side of centre meadow below the seat, where the count rose from 
330 last year to 780 this year.   In contrast, Butterbur on the river bank by the sluice gate has fallen 
from a peak of 248 in 2011 to 110 this year.  Just what accounts for this big increase I have no idea, 
though it is not sex as our plants are all male and the nearest females are at Langstone!   
See the revised count details and chart on the wildlife blog for April 18 . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
 
Brook Meadow migrants 
As we all know it has been an awful spring and this had the effect of holding up the summer migrants 
visiting our shores from the south, but they are starting to arrive.   Chiffchaffs have been here for some 
while, though they have not had far to travel, and some have actually wintered here.  Blackcaps have 
been recently seen in gardens, but I think these were probably wintering birds.  I heard my first cast-
iron migrant Blackcap in breeding habitat in Marlpit Lane on April 16, but they did not show up on Brook 
Meadow until April 19.   
Whitethroat is another regular summer visitor and it usually arrives on Brook Meadow a bit later than 
the others, though this year I heard it before the Blackcap.  It has a short scratchy song and might be 
best seen perching on trees around the causeway.    
Willow Warbler is not a regular summer visitor to Brook Meadow, though Peter Milinets-Raby managed 
to find one during his visit on April 19.  This bird  is not easy to separate from Chiffchaff, until they sing 
that is, but Peter got a good photo showing a strong supercilium and a long wing projection which is 
expected in a Willow Warbler.   See the blog for April 19 and 20.   
 
Other migrant news 
It was good to hear a Cuckoo back on North Thorney.  I wonder if we shall get one on Brook Meadow 
as we did last year?   That's possible, but I am not optimistic about Turtle Dove which was not heard at 
all on Thorney last year, let alone Brook Meadow.  That is a bird in serious trouble.  Meanwhile, 
Swallows are also back on North Thorney and House Martins have been seen passing through our 
town on their way northwards.  Will they ever again stay to nest in Emsworth?   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Nightingales  
Nightingales have been fairly prominent this spring with as many as five having been heard singing 
(and occasionally seen) on Pulborough Brooks RSPB Reserve.  Meanwhile, my wife and I were thrilled 
to hear our first Nightingale song of the year while walking along the NRA track on North Thorney on 
April 14, but this one did not stay for others to enjoy.  However, the first Nightingale was heard in its 
traditional haunt in Marlpit Lane Woodmancote on Apr 17 and if last year was anything to go by there 
should be others.  For a great experience, just walk along the lane and listen!   
 
Millpond news 
The resident pair of Mute Swans on the Hermitage millponds have been more concerned with driving 
off intruding swans than with the important job of nest building.  They have made a few paltry attempts 
at nest building on the Peter Pond island, but nothing serious.   The female is a 'Polish' variety with pink 
legs and feet - she was a pure white cygnet when young and was probably born on Peter Pond several 
years ago.   I am not optimistic about their chances, but you never know.  
In sharp contrast, the Coots wasted no time to get their nests in place.  Both the nest boxes on the 
Slipper Millpond rafts are occupied, while on Peter Pond, one is sitting on a nest on the new floating raft 
and another will be nesting in the reeds somewhere.    
The Great Black-backed Gulls have been coming and going on Slipper Millpond, but have not as yet 
settled down to nest.  However, I expect them to be getting down to business fairly soon.  I have seen 
them mating on the raft.    
Reed Warblers have not yet arrived on Peter Pond, though Sedge Warbler has been heard.  There has 
been no sound of Cetti's Warbler that we sometimes get here.   
 
Butterflies 
At long last the weather is warming up and butterflies are starting to show themselves.  I have seen 
Brimstone, Peacock and Comma in the past week.  Also, Ralph Hollins reports a good number of Small 
Tortoiseshell sightings this year and is optimistic that this once common butterfly might be making a 
recovery from the severe crash in numbers which started in 2003.  This is thought to be caused, at 
least in part, by a fly called Sturmia Bella which lays its eggs in the butterfly's caterpillars.  
 
Bumblebees 
Insects have not appreciated the very cold spring, but there do seem to be plenty of big hairy queen 
Bumblebees buzzing around at present, looking for suitable nesting holes.  The Buff-tail Bumblebee 
(Bombus terrestris), with single yellow bands on thorax and abdomen, is the most common, though I 
did see a striking ginger species feeding on a Dandelion in Hollybank Woods today.  This was probably 
Bombus hypnorum, a Bumblebee which arrived in Britain only in 2001, but is now widespread in the 
south, according to Bryan Pinchen, whose little pocket guide is a good reference source.   
On a totally different scale is the monster 'Bugs Britannica', which covers Bumblebees along with all the 
other invertebrates.  This lavishly illustrated book written by Peter Marren (my favourite wildlife author) 
is on offer at 'The Works' in the Gunwharf for just £6.99 (reduced from £35).  Great value!   
  
Plants 
The cold weather has certainly delayed spring flowers.  Cow Parsley has only just started opening on 
Brook Meadow and the first spikes of Meadow Foxtail are showing for the first time, but both are a good 
2 weeks later than usual.  The leaves of Sharp-flowered Rush are struggling through the mass of dead 
grasses on the Lumley area, but no sign of Divided Sedge as yet, which is usually visible by now.    
The waysides are faring no better.   Only today, I noticed the first Cuckooflowers of the year on the 
Bridge Road Wayside, which is about 3 weeks later than usual.  I cannot believe I counted 750 
flowering Cuckooflowers at this time last year!  Slender Speedwell is also out late on Bridge Road. 
Bluebells are also well behind and are only just starting to open in Ashling Wood and Hollybank Woods.  
Meanwhile, the wild and native version of Lily of the Valley is sprouting again in the cleared area in 
Hollybank Woods - see today's blog for details.   
 
Findhorn News 
Finally, there is a link on today's blog to the special web page with news from Richard Somerscocks 
who now lives in Findhorn in Northern Scotland.  Richard has some new photos of Ptarmigan, Grey 
Heron with Sea Trout and Crested Tit, plus an atmospheric one of the Western Cairngorms covered in 
snow in taken this week.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 13-14,  Mar 25 - Apr 7, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work session - Sunday 7th April 2013 
A total of 13 volunteers turned out on an unusually fine sunny morning, with the overnight frosty 
meadow surface just beginning to soften. We split into two main groups to attack the tasks of the day, 
plus the all-important Litter Picking patrol undertaken by Ute and Jennifer who later reported masses of 
litter in Palmers Road Copse, always a dumping hot spot. 
Maurice organised a barrow load of path gravel to repair a particular hole at the northern steps and 
then led the group clearing fallen and dead tree branches from the river in the central meadow. Arisings 
from this work were variously used to repair the dead hedge at the ‘S’ bend, create barriers to 
discourage visitors from trampling on spring growths when going down onto the meadow, and the 
remainder was stockpiled close by for future use in dead hedging and protection works. 
The other main group was charged to remove the thick stemmed bramble growths near to the Rowan 
plantation on the eastern side of the north meadow, digging out wherever possible the well established 
old roots and then raking up all of the arisings and dead vegetation. We hope that the spring growths 
will now emerge unhindered in the very near future. Additionally, this group tackled the important job of 
relocating the brushwood barriers put in place last autumn to protect the wild flower area of the north 
meadow. The extremely boggy surfaces of the main meadow paths through the winter months resulted 
in visitors creating their own paths wherever they choose, notably right across this important area. 
Hopefully, visitors will now respect the newly constructed path-side barriers and the information notices 
to avoid the area, now that the main paths are again usable.  
These extensive works took us through the whole morning although we did take a welcome break for 
coffee / tea and biscuits provided by Pam. Many thanks to all of the Volunteers.     
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 18th April – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us and you get free refreshments too. 
 
History of Brook Meadow - Make sure you get your copy of a 80 page colourful booklet written by 
Frances Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by calling 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles galore 
This looks like a good year for Water Voles on the River Ems in Brook Meadow.  Over the past two 
weeks, we have had another 14 sightings to take the total for the year so far to 80.  Most of the recent 
voles have been seen north of the north bridge and alongside the railway embankment, which are 
relatively new areas this year.  One of the voles near the north bridge has a badly damaged eye which I 
asked Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust about.  Graham said the injury would be a result 
of territorial fighting.  He has seen similar before and tried to show pity on the individual, but had been 
bitten in the process!    Graham added that he was pleased to hear that our Water Vole population 
continues to flourish  despite the cold weather and elevated water levels and wished to thank all the 
conservation volunteers  for their efforts.  See the special Water Vole web page at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Butterbur count 
I carried out the annual count of Butterbur flower spikes on Brook Meadow during the work session this 
morning.  Here are the counts in the four main areas with last year's counts in brackets:   
1. west side of centre meadow = 264 (330); 2. River banks by the sluice gate = 50 (93);  
3. West side of south meadow = 36 (24); 4. East end of causeway = 28 (99). Total = 378 (546).   
As can be seen, the counts in all areas were down except for the south meadow. The largest fall was 
on the east causeway.  The total count is well down on the previous 4 years but more on a par with the 
earlier counts.  See the chart on the blog . . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-
wildlife-diary.htm 
 
Bat and butterflies  
Malcolm Phillips spotted a bat flying around the Lumley area in broad daylight on Apr 6.   He got a 
photo of the animal in flight (it's on the blog) which I have passed on to Nik Knight for possible 
identification.  I did not realise bats flew during the day, though Pipistrelles sometimes do apparently.   
Malcolm also had the honour of seeing the first butterflies of the year on Brook Meadow, including an 
increasingly rare Small Tortoiseshell.  We did not have any sightings at all of this one last year.   
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Millpond news 
A very handsome Great Crested Grebe has been seen on the town millpond in the past week by John 
Sawtell and Francis Kinsella.  See the blog for photos.  I have not managed to catch up with it yet!   
This was the first (and probably the last) of the year.  The usually reliable Red-breasted Mergansers did 
not show up at all.  There have also been two rather fine Lesser Black-backed Gulls on the millpond if 
you can manage to sort them out from the myriad of Black-headed and Herring Gulls.   
Meanwhile, over on the Hermitage Millponds the Mute Swan pair are determined to drive off any 
intruders, but do not seem particularly keen to get together with their nest building.  The pair on 
Langstone Mill Pond have been sitting for a week or more.   The pink-footed 'Polish' bird spends it time 
on Slipper Millpond, while the black-legged bird is on the Peter Pond bank.   
The Coots are now well established behind a barricade of twigs in the nest box on the northern raft on 
Slipper Millpond and must be breathing a sigh of relief that the Great Black-backed Gulls have not yet 
taken up residence on the centre raft.   
 
Spotted Redshanks  
We have been spoilt this winter in having not just one tame Spotted Redshank at Nore Barn, but two.  
Fortunately, one of them was developing its dark breeding plumage and became easy to pick out.  It 
also preferred feeding in the pond in the wet field at the top of the creek.  I saw the regular (pale) 
Spotted Redshank for the last time at Nore Barn on Mar 27, which was the latest it has left.   
The dark Spotted Redshank stayed around for a while longer (until Apr 1 at least), but I think it too has 
gone, leaving the Greenshank to feed all alone.  I have now seen two of the three Greenshanks that 
were fitted with geolocators by Pete Potts and his team.   Let's hope they provide some interesting 
data.  See latest Spotted Redshank news at . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-
spotted-redshank-2012-13.htm 
 
Other harbour news 
The harbour looks very empty, though there are still a fair number of winter visitors still hanging around 
or passing through on their way north.   There are still around 2,000 Brent Geese on Farlington 
Marshes with the Red-breasted Goose though I suspect they will be heading off fairly soon.  Peter 
Milinets-Raby did his regular walk along the shore from Emsworth to Langstone yesterday and found 
good numbers of Brent Geese, Wigeon, Teal and Shelduck in the area, plus a good flock of 118 Black-
tailed Godwits on the mudflats at Warblington (80% of them in summer plumage).   
 
Migrant news 
The cold weather has severely delayed the arrival of our summer migrants.  Chiffchaffs are here and 
singing OK, but they have not had far to come.  But I have yet to hear a Blackcap and as for Willow 
Warbler, not a whisper.  Brian Lawrence did see a Sand Martin flying north over Peter Pond on April 4, 
but there is no sign of a Swallow or a House Martin.  Where are they all?  Probably held up somewhere 
over France or Spain, but they will be here, never doubt.   
 
Spring flowers 
I have almost forgotten what these look like!  Surely, this cold weather must relent soon to give them a 
chance.   However, I was pleased to come across a small patch of Early Dog-violets in Nore Barn 
Woods this week.  Early Dog-violet differs from Common Dog-violet in its narrower upper petals, not 
overlapping, and looking rather like rabbit's ears.  Also, the spur is darker than the petals, straight and 
unnotched.  Meanwhile, the pink Sweet Violets are still showing well in the western section of Nore 
Barn Woods on the north side of Ralph Hollins says these are an intermediate form between the normal 
violet colour and the pure pink form.   
 
Other bird news 
We have two pairs of Ravens nesting in the local area, both on top of electricity pylons, so pretty secure 
from any egg thieves.   Peter Milinets-Raby thinks the pair on Portsdown Hill should have young by 
now.  Fiona McKinnon checked the Ravens at Horndean Down yesterday and spotted two possibly 
three gaping breaks begging to be fed. 
On April 1st, John Sawtrell saw and photographed (photo on the blog) a Ring Ouzel in a field west of 
Warblington Church.  Ring Ouzel is a scarce passage migrant in our area, seen only in spring and 
autumn.  The Hampshire Bird Report reports 2011 was the best spring passage of the century  
Martin Hampton has seen a pair of Firecrests in Lower Grove Road in Havant which he hopes will stay 
to nest as he thinks happened last year.  Sadly, the Firecrests that we had on Brook Meadow have 
definitely left for pastures new.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 11-12,  Mar 11-24, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 21st March 
A cold wind and threatening rain greeted the thirteen volunteers who turned out today for the work 
session; nothing daunted we all set about the two main tasks for the day. A small group of three 
continued with path repairs in the south meadow, which is now in excellent condition, and can be 
walked almost dry-footed for its whole length. The rest of us concentrated on clearing the centre section 
of the south meadow, which has not been done since the inception of the conservation group. This 
annual clearance on a rotational basis was recommended by Brian Pinchen, the entomologist who 
surveyed the whole meadow a couple of years ago. It will be interesting to see what effect this 
management has on species variety. 
Frank did his usual sterling work of litter clearance, with help from Ian and Chrissie who salvaged a bike 
wheel, which had been dumped in the River Ems just south of the south bridge. 
Welcome hot drinks and biscuits sustained us all, thanks to Pam for that. It was a very satisfying 
morning's work, and good to see the south meadow much improved by our efforts. The rain obligingly 
held off till we had finished. 
Report by Jennifer Rye 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 7th April – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join us 
in our rather muddy ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
History of Brook Meadow - Make sure you get your copy of a 80 page colourful booklet written by 
Frances Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by calling 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Firecrests 
I think the Firecrests that have attracted so many birdwatchers to Brook Meadow over the past 10 
weeks have now left for their breeding grounds, probably on the Continent.  The last one was seen on 
Mar 13 during a particularly cold and snowy spell.  Most sightings have been on the river bank near the 
observation fence.  Two birds were seen on several occasions, almost certainly two males (with orange 
crests).  From photos we thought there might have been a female (with yellow crest), but one cannot 
rely on photos for colour.  Firecrest was a first for Brook Meadow taking the total number of birds for the 
site to 73 of which 41 have been seen so far this year.   
We need to say a big thank you to Malcolm Phillips for his vigilance and sharp eyes in locating these 
tiny attractive birds and in helping people to see them.  He has been a fixture at the observation fence 
in all weathers.  As a result, we have had some superb photos of the Firecrest for the wildlife blog . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
I am amazed at how many Firecrests have been seen this winter, even in towns and gardens.  
Yesterday, Peter Milinets-Raby saw one near the centre of Havant and Dick Senior had one in his 
Emsworth garden this week, following two previous records at the end of last year. What is going on?   
 
Water Rail and Buzzard  
I thought the Water Rail had also moved on as we had had no sightings of it for over a week.  However, 
on Mar 22, it showed itself well for Malcolm who got a nice photo from the observation fence.    
Another special bird for Brook Meadow is the Buzzard that has been a daily visitor over the past 3 
weeks, though it is certainly not welcomed by the resident pair of Carrion Crows which harass it 
unmercifully.  This may be a bird from Lumley Mill Farm where Buzzards have nested for several years.  
I am reminded of the juvenile Buzzard that we had on Brook Meadow for about 6 weeks in Feb-Mar 
2010 which provided some excellent photo opportunities.  The present Buzzard could be the same bird, 
though now grown up.   It's a big bird, but is not easy to see when perched in a tree.  
 
Water Voles 
Water Voles are still being seen on a regular basis along the river banks on Brook Meadow, though you 
need to be patient and wait around for a few minutes without moving.  We have had sightings from the 
far north-east corner of the meadow immediately opposite where the steps go down to the meadow.  
This is a new area for the voles and indicates they are exploring new nesting habitats.  So far, we have 
logged 66 sightings for 2013, which is well up on previous years.  See the special Water Vole web page 
at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
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Spotted Redshanks  
I have been down at Nore Barn on a daily basis over the past 2 weeks, to determine the final leaving 
date of the Spotted Redshank, as I have done for the last 9 years.  However, the presence of two 
Spotted Redshanks this year has slightly complicated matters, as I am never really sure which one I am 
looking at.  However, the bird that is usually seen on the pond at the top end of the Nore Barn Creek is 
now developing its breeding plumage - black markings on its chest and flanks to help identify it.   The 
bird that is usually in the stream does not have these markings.  But, both birds were present at Nore 
Barn this morning (Mar 24), which equals the latest last sighting date for the Spotted Redshank in 2010.  
The bird was gone very early last year (Mar 9), probably due to the exceptionally warm weather, but 
with cold easterly winds forecast to continue, it could well be staying for a while yet.   See the dedicated 
web page for all the news and photos of the Spotted Redshank . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank-2012-13.htm 
 
Greenshanks 
We also have one or two Greenshanks at Nore Barn.  Greenshank is a bird of similar shape and 
dimensions to the Spotted Redshank, but is much paler overall and has greenish legs.   One of the 
Greenshanks I saw recently has been fitted with a geolocator by Pete Potts and his team.  This is a 
very light device which should enable them to plot the route of this bird as it migrates to and from its 
breeding grounds in Scotland or Scandinavia.   
There are still quite a lot of Teal in the Nore Barn area along with fewer Wigeon and Brent Geese; all 
are feeding well to prepare for their journeys north.  Farewell and fare forward, travellers.   
 
Millpond news 
The Great Black-backed Gulls have been regular visitors to the centre raft on Slipper Millpond, but, as 
yet, there is no sign of their nesting there.   But I would not put it past them!  Meanwhile, the Coots are 
busy preparing their nest on the north raft, hoping no doubt that the gulls will overlook them!     
The Mute Swan pair have not yet started nest building, though I did see them copulating yesterday 
which is a sure sign!    Hopefully, they will use the higher part of the nesting island  which David Gattrell 
has kindly built up for them, though I doubt they will.   Incidentally, the female swan has pink legs and 
feet which indicates she is a 'Polish' variety.  It will be interesting to see if she has 'Polish', ie white, 
cygnets.   David has also built a large covered nesting platform on the floating raft in the centre of Peter 
Pond for Mallards.  He has tried similar raised nest boxes on poles without much success.   
 
Other bird news 
The Glossy Ibis is still showing well on the fields of Warblington Farm to the east of the cemetery, but it 
is no longer the focus of great attention from birders. People who wanted to see it, have seen it and 
have gone.   But where did it come from?  And where will it go?    
It looks as if the pair of Herring Gulls that nested on the roof of one of the houses in Selangor Avenue 
are back for another try.  Frank Naylor has seen them hanging around his house in markway Close.   
As for our summer visitors, they have been delayed by the cold easterly winds, though the first 
Wheatears have been coming onto the beach on Hayling Island.   
 
Butterburs 
Spring flowers are having a tough time with the cold wet weather.  However, the flower spikes of 
Butterbur are now prominent on the river bank and on the embankment in front of the seat.  I 
particularly like the flowers as they burst from their star-shaped casing.  The plants are slower this year,  
but I hope to do the regular annual count in the next week or so weather permitting.   
The Butterbur plants on Brook Meadow are all male.  The only female Butterbur plants we have locally 
grow beside the Langbrook stream at Langstone, but they do not need each other to propagate the 
species, as all of the work goes on below ground.   The Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus), which 
has flowers like miniature cauliflowers, also grows at the Langstone site where they are monitored by 
Ralph Hollins.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 9-10, Feb 25 - Mar 10, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 3rd March 
We had 11 volunteers turning out on a chill grey but thankfully dry morning and had plenty of jobs lined 
up to warm us through. Lesley and Frank agreed to take on the always-necessary Litter Picking and, as 
usual, collected a fair mountain of stuff.   
The remaining 9 of us moved to the patch of North Meadow opposite the gasometer, charged with 
digging up the many thick-stemmed Bramble roots, which were growing and spreading rapidly, 
threatening the important wild flower.  The ‘diggers’ of the roots were supported by the rest of us, 
cutting up and bagging the vicious thorny runners, many of which were rooted at both ends.  
At the mid morning tea / coffee break, we celebrated Pam’s birthday with some lovely chocolate cakes 
she had brought along and were then enjoyed a visit / talk by Laurie Booth, a local Dowsing enthusiast, 
who explained a few things about his practices and his ‘finds’ of Iron Age dwellings / paths on the 
meadow. After watching Laurie in action, a few members ‘had a go’ with his metal dowsing rods and in 
some cases experienced the movements he had demonstrated. Much food for thought here! 
We finished off the session with more Bramble Root digging around the Wishing Tree in the North 
Meadow, finding some very large and firmly established growths, thankfully now cleared away but no 
doubt destined to reappear in the next growing season.  Many thanks to all who turned out and coped 
with a difficult job. The 2 bags of Path Gravel at the Lumley Gate can wait for another day or days. 
 
Next Work Session – Thursday 21st March – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and 
join us in our ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
History of Brook Meadow - Make sure you get your copy of a 80 page colourful booklet written by 
Frances Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by calling 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
The Water Voles on Brook Meadow continue to be exceptionally active this year and have been seen 
by many people at all points along the River Ems.  On Mar 5th Malcolm Phillips saw two swimming 
together which are very likely to be a male female pair.  Yesterday (Mar 9) Malcolm had three more 
sightings, one by the sluice gate going north at 10am, the second by the Deep Water sign in Palmer's 
Road Copse going south and the last by the south bridge.  Sections C and D between the S-bend and 
the south bridge are the best areas to look for them.  So far, we have logged 59 sightings for 2013, 
which is by far the best start to a year we have ever had.  News and photos can be seen on the special 
Water Vole web page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Brook Meadow birds 
We have had no sightings of any Firecrests on Brook Meadow for the past week or so and my guess is 
that they may well be on their way to their breeding grounds, possibly on the Continent.  However, the 
new Hampshire Bird Report reports there were 23 confirmed breeding sites for Firecrests in the county 
in 2011, so they could be much closer to home.  If they have gone, all I can say is what pleasure they 
have given us over the past two months or so, with lovely views and great photos, Brilliant birds.   
However, the Water Rail is still with us and was showing very today to Brian Lawrence.  What a lovely 
bird it is.  Tom Bickerton saw a Buzzard in the trees on Brook Meadow.  That reminded me of the 
juvenile Buzzard we had virtually resident on Brook Meadow for about a month during Feb-Mar 2010.  
On Mar 1 Malcolm Phillips got a great photo of a Long-tailed Tit collecting lichen from the large Ash tree 
on the railway embankment.  They use this to cover and camouflage the outside of their nest which is a 
compact, domed structure of moss woven with cobwebs and hair.   
 
Harbour news 
Local harbours are rapidly emptying as wintering birds make their way to their breeding grounds in the 
far north.  Brent Goose are well down, but numbers of Wigeon and Teal can still be found at Nore Barn.   
Black-tailed Godwits abandoned Emsworth Harbour when the rains came, though 250 of them have 
returned to 'Texaco Bay' (opposite the petrol station of that name at Northney), including many  colour-
ringed birds to the delight of Pete Potts.  Meanwhile, the famous Spotted Redshank is still feeding in 
the Nore Barn stream, though on the basis of previous years, I expect it to be gone within the next two 
weeks.  But, will it return for a 10th winter?   
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Millpond news 
Slipper Millpond has seen a few skirmishes over the past two weeks as the resident Mute Swan pair 
strive to protect their territory from intruding swans.  Note the line of white feathers along the western 
edge of the pond.  The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls are regular visitors and will probably be 
nesting there again.   On 1st Mar, I found a very fine adult Lesser Black-backed Gull in breeding 
plumage on the south raft on Slipper Millpond.  The very dark back of this bird suggested it was of the 
Danish race intermedius which breeds in SW Scandinavia.  Quite a find!   
 
Garden birds 
The BTO told us to look out for Siskins in our gardens and there have been some of them locally.  
Caroline French had pairs of them on her sunflower heart feeders in her North Emsworth garden; John 
Walton had one in his garden in Waterlooville and Mike West's daughter, who lives at Liss, had a dozen 
on her garden feeders over the past month.  Siskin ranks 23rd in the BTO Garden BirdWatch league 
table for this area at this time of the year with 21% of participants reporting them.    
I have not had any Siskins in my garden in the centre of Emsworth, though I did have a Stock Dove 
feeding on the grass with 3 Woodpigeons on Mar 8.   Stock Dove is an attractive bird, smaller than 
Woodpigeon, with green iridescence around the neck, but no collar.  Its far carrying 'ooo-wu' song can 
often be heard in woodland, but it is a rare garden bird.  I have not had one since 2009.   
Tony Wootton had a male Blackcap in his Emsworth garden on two occasions in the last week and I 
heard the first Blackcap song of the year from my neighbour's garden.  These are probably wintering 
birds that will soon be returning to their breeding grounds on the Continent, but with summer visitors on 
the way one can never be absolutely certain.  The same applies to Chiffchaffs.   
The prize for the most unusual garden birds must go to Barry Kingsmith who had four Mandarin Ducks 
(three males and a female) on his Racton garden pond on March 8.    
 
Glossy Ibis 
Warblington has been the centre of attention over the past two weeks as a procession of birders from 
all over the country have descended on the farm to admire the now famous Glossy Ibis.  Fortunately, it 
can easily be seen without trespassing onto the farmland and most people have enjoyed good views 
and got some great photos.  It generally prefers the field immediately to the east of the new cemetery 
extension.  With so many eyes looking it is hardly surprising that other birds have been discovered 
including a Water Rail (or two) and a rare passage White Wagtail.   
 
Raven nest 
Although Raven nest sites are usually kept secret there is no hiding the one which is perched high up 
on the electricity pylon on the slopes of Portsdown Hill immediately below Fort Southwick.  It is good to 
hear that the population of this magnificent, and once heavily persecuted, bird is continuing to improve 
with the new Hampshire Bird Report reporting 18 nests in the county for 2011.    
 
Other rare birds 
Two Scaup are on Budds Farm Ponds.  Two Bitterns are on Farlington Marshes along with Spoonbill, 
Red-breasted Goose, Black Brant and Pale-bellied Brent.  Another Bittern was seen on Chichester 
Gravel Pits on Mar 2 by members of the Havant Wildlife Group.  Just in case you were wondering, the 
two Ospreys on the landing lights on the east side of North Thorney are decoys placed there by the 
Chichester Harbour Conservancy to attract real Ospreys to nest there.  Let's hope it works.   
 
Insects 
Tony Wootton had a male Brimstone flying through his garden in Emsworth on Mar 5; they should be 
out in force in Hollybank Woods by now, as well as Commas, though I have not been up there for a 
while.   Roll on warm weather.  We had a queen Buff-tail Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) on a towel 
hanging on our washing line last week.  Brian Lawrence also had a worker Buff-tail with huge pollen 
sacs on its legs collecting pollen  from Lungwort flowers on Lumley Road.   
 
Spring flowers 
The attractive yellow flowers of Lesser Celandine are springing up in various places around the town.  
Another early yellow flower to show this past week was Marsh-marigold on the river bank near the path 
through Palmer's Road Copse.  Lungwort flowers are also out on the Lumley Path.  The unusual pink 
form of Sweet Violets can be seen in the western section of Nore Barn Woods, though they are not so 
abundant as in previous years.   I was pleased to find my first Coltsfoot flowers in Chichester Gravel 
Pits on Mar 9, though I gather they have been out some while.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 7-8, Feb 11-24, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session 21st February 2013 – Report by Lesley Harris  
Fourteen volunteers braved the chill to help on the Meadow.  We were pleased to welcome back 
Chrissie and Ian Newman who have a knack of coming when we have wood chippings to barrow and 
spread.  We also enjoyed the cheerful energy of Jennifer’s granddaughter, Martha. Havant Borough 
Council had left a lorry load of bay and yew chippings, which smelled like an aroma therapist’s parlour.  
The centre of the pile was starting to combust and the warm vapour was almost overpowering.  Lesley 
had brought wooden ramps to make it easier to barrow the chippings over the kerb in Palmers Road 
car park.  The very muddy path in Palmers Road Copse was thickly spread and we hope the river will 
not flood again and wash the chippings away from the low-lying area.  At half time, to warm some 
freezing hands, we were very glad of the hot tea and coffee brought by Pam. 
With the frozen earth melted, a team armed with spades chipped away at the overgrowing grass beside 
the gravel paths.  This has made it much easier for people to walk side by side.  It is hard work and we 
still have more work to do on this service.   
Maurice Lillie and David Search with their Environment Agency liaison hats on met with EA personnel 
to discuss future work to be carried out by the Agency on Brook Meadow.    
Photos of the session  at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work_diary-2013.htm 
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 3rd March – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and join 
us in our ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, at the special price of £2.50 available from Wally Osborne by 
calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
The start of 2013 has been a particularly exciting one on Brook Meadow with Water Voles being seen 
all along the river.  We had our first sighting on Jan 1 and up to yesterday we had logged 39 sightings.  
There have been occasional skirmishes, probably between females fighting over territory, but usually 
they just sit on the river bank munching leaves or swim across the river.  Increased observer vigilance 
may be partly responsible for the sightings, but there is clearly something else 'in the air'.   
All the news, along with lots of excellent photos can be seen on the dedicated Water Vole web page at 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
River bank birds 
At least two Firecrests are still active along the river banks on Brook Meadow and they are relatively 
tame giving very good photo opportunities.  The best area to see them is along the river in Palmer's 
Road Copse, between the observation fence and the south bridge.  The Firecrest is similar to the more 
common Goldcrest, but has bright white 'eyebrows' (supercilia).  Both male (with orange crest) and 
female (with yellow crest) have been seen, so fingers crossed, let's hope they stay to nest.   
A Water Rail (or possibly even two) is still around in the same area as the Firecrests, but is very 
elusive, slipping unobtrusively through the undergrowth on the river banks.  A Grey Wagtail (actually 
mostly yellow) is much easier to see, bobbing beneath the bridge from Palmer's Road Car Park.   
 
Bird song 
Bird song has picked up considerably over the past two weeks with most of the residents of Brook 
Meadow in good voice.  Listen for Robin, Dunnock, Wren, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Greenfinch, Song Thrush, 
Collared Dove, Woodpigeon and Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming.  A Chaffinch was singing in 
Palmer's Road Copse for the first time this week.  The only songster not yet into its stride is my 
favourite - the Blackbird.  We await the arrival of summer visitors, Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Whitethroat.   
 
Spring is on the way 
More evidence of spring is the emergence of flowers with some good displays of Lesser Celandines, 
Snowdrops and Sweet Violets around the town.   Butterbur buds are opening on the embankment 
below the main seat on Brook Meadow, some with pale pink petals showing.   
During a recent work session, I was alerted to the presence of some Frog Spawn in the small pool 
behind the sluice gate leading into the south meadow on Brook Meadow.   
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Millpond news 
The millponds have been unusually quiet this winter, though things should liven up in the spring when 
the Mute Swan pair begin nesting on Peter Pond and possibly a second pair on Slipper Millpond.   
The pair of adult Great Black-backed Gulls have been regular visitors to Slipper Millpond over the 
winter, which probably indicates their intention to nest on the centre raft as they did last year.   
Brendan Gibb-Gray alerted me to the presence of five very smart Tufted Duck (3 males and 2 females) 
on Slipper Millpond on Feb 11, but they did not stay long.  I am surprised we have seen so few Tufted 
Duck on the town millpond this winter.   
 
Glossy Ibis  
Nine members of the Havant Wildlife Group were fully rewarded for braving the cold weather for their 
regular Saturday morning walk yesterday (Feb 23) with a rare bird sighting - a Glossy Ibis.  The bird 
was seen on Warblington Farm, on the field to the east of the new Warblington Cemetery extension 
and Heather Mills had the priviledge of getting the first photo.  The word quickly got around and there 
was a posse of birdwatchers at Warblington Cemetery this morning, including me and Malcolm Phillips.  
The Ibis kept us waiting for a while, but it finally emerged to give us all a very good view, though the 
photographers would have appreciated more light!  They are never satisfied!   
The Glossy Ibis is basically a Mediterranean bird, though the occasional bird does wander off course 
and land up in Britain.  Personally, I have only ever seen them in Mallorca and Greece, though there 
was one at Farlington Marshes in June 2012.  Ralph Hollins does not expect the Warblington bird to 
stay long as there is a lot of early spring movement at present.  So, get over there quickly!   
 
'Spurting' in waders 
In the past week, Peter Milinets-Raby has observed a Greenshank spurting water from its bill as it was 
feeding at Nore Barn.  He wonders why there had been such a fuss over this apparently quite natural 
behaviour of waders.   Peter said ". . . to me all the bird did was force out the water and sand granules 
that it had taken down with the wiggly flat worm into it’s gullet".   Like Peter, I am surprised that the 
wader experts I have consulted have not seen or heard of this behaviour, or know why it should 
happen.   However, at the request of the editor of the Wader Study Group Bulletin I have written a short 
article on 'spurting' behaviour with photos.  Let's hope this resolves the issue.  
More information and lots of photos of 'spurting' can be seen on a special web page at . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit-spurting.htm  Your views and 
observations would be appreciated!   
 
Purple Sandpipers  
These small birds breed mainly in Iceland and Scandinavia, though some go further north to the Arctic.  
They are very scarce winter visitors to our coastline, but Southsea Castle is by far the best place to see 
them locally.  On Feb 20, my wife and I saw eight of them feeding on the rocky shore line in front of the 
Castle, though over 20 have been recorded on occasions.  They are well camouflaged among the 
seaweed on the foreshore and not easy to see at first.    
 
Red Admiral saved! 
On Feb 18 my wife discovered a Red Admiral floating in a bucket of water in the back garden.  It was 
still alive, so we fished it out and brought it inside to dry off.  The following morning I took it outside and 
it stretched its wings and fluttered off into the winter sunshine!   That made me feel really good, to think 
I have saved one fellow creature, at least for a short while.  Red Admirals do not properly hibernate, but 
stay dormant until the weather warms enough for it to venture forth.  Most do not survive the winter.   
 
Lichen 
Look out for a bright yellow Lichen on the trees on the side of Peter Pond by the main road.  It is a 
foliose lichen with leaf-like lobes and 'jam tart' fruiting bodies, possibly Xanthoria parietina which is  
common on nutrient-enriched bark and stonework.  It is increasing as a result of atmospheric pollution, 
which probably accounts for its presence near the main road.   I now have a special web page for 
lichens at . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/lichen.htm 
 
Findhorn News 
Ex-Emsworth resident Richard Somerscocks has sent us the latest wildlife news up-date from his new 
home at Findhorn in the North of Scotland.  This week's installment includes excellent photos of a 
drake Common Scoter, a poorly Guillemot on the shore and Tree Sparrows which we never get down 
here, plus some Scottish lichen.  All Richard's reports and photos can be seen on a special Findhorn 
News page at . . . http://familyfellows.com/findhorn-news.htm 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 5-6, Jan 28 - Feb 10, 2013 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 3rd February 2013 – Thirteen volunteers, including one new one, assembled at the 
Lumley Gate by 10 a.m. The whole meadow is so waterlogged that work on repairing the paths was the 
only possible task for the day. Repairs to the raised causeway path were continued, and a more work 
done on the path through the South meadow. patching the muddiest low-lying sections. it is hard but 
satisfying work, and many people walking through the meadow expressed their gratitude for the 
improvements being made. 
The usual litter clearance was done on a heroic scale this time, with a great deal of litter being removed 
from Palmers copse, and also the area behind the industrial unit to the west of the river Ems, thus 
improving the view across the river from the causeway path. Some large and unwieldy items - 2 easy 
chairs among them! - Will be reported to Havant Borough Council for clearance. 
After the much-needed coffee break (thank you Pam), it was more of the same until we ran out of 
hogging. Some volunteers fell to clearing mud from the steps and around the seat, thus making them 
safer to in these wet conditions. Thanks go to all the members who turn out so regularly, and cheerfully 
execute these vital tasks. 
Thanks also go the Emsworth Home Hardware, from whom we are purchasing new hand tools, for their 
generosity in giving us a favourable discount. We are delighted to use local firms, wherever possible.                          
Report by Jennifer Rye 

 
Next Work Session – Thursday 21st February – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along 
and join us in our ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, excellent value at the special price of £2.50 and available from 
Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local Committee 
Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
We have never had a start to a year like this one for Water Voles.  The books say they emerge from 
their burrows in March, but ours were out in January.  The first sighting was on Jan 1 and they have not 
stopped since then.  Up to 8th Feb, we have had 32 reported sightings of Water Voles,  usually of one, 
but sometimes two.  There have been occasional skirmishes, probably between females fighting over 
territory.  One photo clearly shows damage to the animal's fur on its back.    
Most sightings have been along the river banks between the south bridge as far north as the S-bend.  A 
good Water Vole route is to start at the observation fence in Palmer's Road Copse and walk along the 
river path to the south bridge, then into the meadow and up the raised path by the river as far as the 
railway embankment.  Please let me know if you see one, with location, date, time and behaviour.   
All the news, along with lots of excellent photos can be seen on the dedicated Water Vole web page at 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Firecrests 
While you are watching for Water Voles, keep a look out for Firecrests, which are active along the river 
banks in much the same areas as the Water Voles.   We now have definite evidence of two Firecrests 
on Brook Meadow, one male and the other female.  We have known about the male since it was first 
spotted by Malcolm Phillips on Jan 3.  Since then lots of people have been onto the meadow to view 
and photograph this beautiful tiny bird with its bright orange crest and shining white 'eyebrows' 
(supercilia). The female Firecrest was first seen and photographed by Patrick Murphy on Feb 1.  The 
female has white 'eyebrows' like the male, but its crest is yellow not orange.  I too managed to get a 
photo of the female Firecrest actively feeding along the edge of the river in Palmer's Road Copse on 
Feb 8.  They can be best seen from the observation fence in Palmer's Road Copse, though they do 
forage all along the river bank at least as far north as the old gasholder.  But note, Goldcrest also feeds 
in the same area, a bird of the same tiny size as the Firecrest, but lacking the white 'eyebrows'.   
 
Water Rail  
The Brook Meadow Water Rail has proved to be more elusive than the Firecrests, though it has been 
seen a few times over the past two weeks, mainly on the flooded west bank of the river north of the 
observation fence.   There are some photos on the Emsworth wildlife blog.   
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Great Spotted Woodpeckers 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers are well-known on Brook Meadow and probably nest in a tree holes 
somewhere.  They are noisy birds and their presence is usually revealed by their tapping on trees as 
they hunt for food, or by their explosive 'tchick' calls.  However, at this time of the year, they produce 
their drumming 'song' to attract mates and establish territory.  The far-carrying sound is produced by 
birds (of both sexes) hammering on dead wood, or a resonating surface.  On Feb 8 Romney Turner 
and I both heard a bird drumming from the tall Crack Willow trees on the east side of the meadow.  
Romney had the great fortune to see three Great Spotted Woodpeckers together in one tree and got a 
cracking photo of a female - the photo is on tonight's Emsworth wildlife blog page.   
 
Waxwings  
We have been waiting patiently for the arrival of Waxwings in our area, but without much luck.  Frances 
Jannaway had four Waxwings in her garden in Bosmere Gardens on Feb 5, the only ones reported in 
Emsworth this winter.  Peter Milinets-Raby spotted two Waxwings perched in a bare tree in Purbrook 
Way in Havant on Feb 8 while on his way to give a driving lesson.  But that was it.  Clearly, there are 
small numbers of birds in the area and they could pop up anywhere, so keep your eyes skinned, 
particularly where there are berries. 
 
Spotted Redshank  
The famous Spotted Redshank has been showing off, as usual, at Nore Barn to visiting photographers,  
accompanied on occasions by a second Spotted Redshank, or by a Greenshank.  We should be 
charging them for the privilege!   Local wildlife artist, Marion Foster was so delighted to see the Spotted 
Redshank and to hear the story of its travels over the past nine years, that she said she would like to do 
a painting of the bird.  Marion, of course, was the artist who created the wonderful illustration for the 
Brook Meadow interpretation board, the original of which is now on show in Emsworth Museum.  
Marion also thought the bird needed a name, so I asked her to come up with one.   
 
Other harbour news 
Wigeon and Teal have been congregating in large numbers in the Nore Barn area over the past two 
weeks, along with the regular Brent Geese.  A Red-breasted Goose was reported in Emsworth Harbour 
on Feb 2, but as far as I am aware it has not been seen again.  I suspect this was the bird that has 
been on Farlington Marshes with Brent Geese for the past couple of months and which has more 
recently been seen on Thorney Deeps.    
Meanwhile, Black-tailed Godwit numbers remain low in Emsworth Harbour, though Pete Potts did find 
99 of them on the mudflats at Northney on Saturday (Feb 9) and thinks they might be coming back to 
the harbours after their inland holidays.  Pete estimates 5-5500 were on grassland between Avon 
Valley, Solent sites, Pagham and Pulborough. 
 
Winter flowers 
It is surprising how many plants remain flowering almost all the year round.   Ralph Hollins and I both 
assemble lists each month of wild plants we see in flower, ie outside of gardens and not obviously 
planted.   Our combined total for January was 51; my personal list for February now stands at 23.   
The Cherry Plum species on the causeway on Brook Meadow is now in full blossom and makes a nice 
contrast with the deep yellow of the Gorse right opposite it.  Sweet Violets are now looking good on the 
grass verge of Warblington Road (south of the junction with Valetta Park) and on the path behind 
Lillywhite's Garage.   Lesser Celandines are also starting to open, but are much slower than usual.   
I was pleased to discover a few open flowers on the Butcher's-broom on the path south of Nore Barn 
Woods.  Ralph's records indicate that Butcher's-broom, in fact, starts flowering towards the end of the 
summer Aug/Sep and continues through the winter to the end of April.   
 
Lichens 
As a result of watching the 'Wild Things' TV series on Channel 4 I am now hooked on lichens!  I know 
hardly anything about them, but they are a fascinating group of organisms and they are everywhere.  
There is even a species which thrives on concrete pavements - Lecanora muralis, often called 'chewing 
gum' lichen, as it looks like patches of discarded gum.  Then there is the green lichen which coats 
walls, twigs and even metal gates, which I think is Caloplaca citrina.    
A lichen is not a species, not an organism, not a plant and not an animal, but rather a way of life!   
Lichens are made up of at least two species living in a 'symbiotic' relationship; one is a type of fungus, 
while the other is usually a single-celled green algae.  The fungus receives sugars from the algae 
which, in turn, gets nutrients and water from the fungus.  So, both are able to live in a habitat they 
would not normally be able to survive in alone.  A subtle adaptation through eons of evolution.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 3-4, Jan 14-27, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 17th January 2013 – The Session Leader, Maurice Lillie, welcomed 12 volunteers to the 
working party. He explained that further repairs to the gravel paths, could not be carried out,  the 
reason being that the surfaces of the paths were too hard and in most places icy, which would make 
the application of new gravel dangerous.  It was therefore decided to open up the areas around the 
Alder Buckthorn plantation by removing nettles, brambles, bindweed and such, some of which was 
climbing over the trees. Wally, Phil and Patrick applied their skills with the slashers (a very sharp 
curved bladed weapon on a 1.2 metre wooden handle) whilst Pam, Gaynor, Lesley and Mike, kept a 
safe distance away and severally cut the undergrowth with shears and then raked the arisings into piles 
and barrowed them to the nearby sacrificial area.  
While this was going on Ute and Catherine litter picked and bagged 2 bags of rubbish that had been 
dropped/thrown around the meadow and Palmers Road Copse. A most unpleasant job, cheerfully 
undertaken. Jennifer, on light duties, removed suckers from the ash trees near the central seat and 
Maurice extended/repaired the dead hedge along the path near the sluice boards which had become a 
little worse for wear by Water Vole and other wildlife watchers.  
Brian appeared, to take the usual group photograph and advised us that a rare bird, a Firecrest, had 
been seen several times recently in various locations in the Meadow along the river Ems. This tiny bird 
is about the same size as a Goldcrest but has distinctive white flashes above its eyes.  Later, Jennifer 
and Brian were fortunate to see the bird flitting along the west bank south of the 'S' bend of the Ems. 
Brian also mentioned that more Water voles have been seen along the Ems, in January, than 
previously recorded.  
After a brief coffee/tea and biscuit break, prepared and served as usual by Pam (thank you Pam) the 
gang of Slashers, clippers, rakers and barrowers, transferred their affections to removing the scrub 
around three young horse chestnut trees in the south meadow (area SM1a) and then across the path to 
the adjoining area SM1b. This latter area was scheduled to be cut last year, but weather conditions 
prevented that. The arisings were raked and barrowed to the sacrificial area. Meanwhile Lesley could 
be found still soldiering on with removing creeping vegetation from the splendid gorse bush that exists, 
out of place but very happily thriving, on the raised path side. At noon, Maurice thanked the volunteers 
who had done a great morning's work. The tools were counted, cleaned and stowed in their home in 
the Rookery.  Report by Maurice Lillie  
 
Next Work Session – Sunday 3rd February – Meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 a.m. Come along and 
join us in our ‘green Gym’, much better than the indoor ones and you get free refreshments too. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, excellent value at the special price of £2.50 and available from 
Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local Committee 
Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Firecrest  
Malcolm Phillips has been very vigilant in monitoring the movements of the Firecrest on Brook Meadow 
and has taken some wonderful photos, which can be seen on the Emsworth daily blog at . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm    
The Firecrest is seen best in the reeds from the observation fence in Palmer's Road Copse.  We could 
possibly have two Firecrests, but it is more likely there is one which is very mobile.  If you have not yet 
seen this beautiful tiny bird with its stunning white 'eyebrows' then get along to the observation fence!    
I was interested to read in Mike Wearing's article in the current issue of the HOS Newsletter 'Kingfisher' 
that Firecrest is now established on Butser Hill as a breeding bird.  Maybe that will also happen on 
Brook Meadow?   
David Hughes was lucky to have a Firecrest turn up in his garden in Mill End Emsworth and Malcolm 
has had one outside his flat on the Havant Road.  Looks as if there are plenty around, so keep looking!   
 
Water Rail  
Malcolm also re-discovered and photographed the elusive Brook Meadow Water Rail, which he first 
saw and photographed on 18 Dec 2012.   It has probably been hanging around the sluice gate area for 
at least a month, but is hard to see.    We had a very obliging Water Rail on the north bend of the river 
on Brook Meadow during Feb-Mar 2012.  Hopefully, the present one will be staying too. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Water Voles 
Malcolm's infinite patience has also been the main factor behind the bumper start we have had in 
Water Vole sightings in 2013.  A total of 13 sightings from all areas of the river, which is far more than 
in previous years.  Malcolm has also picked up a good number of Brown Rats which is not such good 
news.  All the Water Vole news on a special page on the Brook Meadow web site at . . . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Wood Mouse? 
On Jan 26, while Malcolm was watching the Firecrest from the observation fence, a slight movement 
caught his eye.  It was a small mouse only about 3ins, which, from its large eyes and ears in Malcolm's 
photo, could be a Wood Mouse.  The mouse in the photo is gnawing the bark of a small twig.  The diet 
of Wood Mice is mainly seeds, but also buds, fruits, nuts, snails, insects, fungi, moss and, significantly, 
tree bark, though it is not the bark as such that provides nourishment, but the sugary flesh beneath.  
 
Harbour news 
On Jan 23, I found several hundred Brent Geese, Wigeon and Teal milling around in the Nore Barn 
area along with some Pintail and four Gadwall, which are unusual in this area.    
Most of our Black-tailed Godwits are still away eating worms in flooded fields, though I did find 22 of 
them at Nore Barn on Jan 23 including one colour-ringed bird - WO+LOflag.   This bird was ringed as a 
chick in Iceland in July 2010 and it has been coming to Emsworth Harbour each winter ever since.   
The Spotted Redshank is still showing well at Nore Barn and is very easy to photograph, even my 9-
year-old granddaughter can do it!  It is sometimes accompanied by a second Spotted Redshank.  If it is 
not in the stream look for it along the shore where it has taken to feeding in the seaweed.   
 
Millpond news 
Tufted Ducks have not been as regular as usual on the town millpond.  I counted nine on Jan 25 
including 6 males, but numbers are usually much larger at this time of the year.  Also, there has been 
no sign of the other regular winter visitors, Red-breasted Merganser and Great Crested Grebe.   
The pair Great Black-backed Gulls are now back on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond with the usual 
Cormorants.  It looks as if they will be nesting on there again this year.  So exciting times lie ahead!  
Meanwhile, the resident pair of Mute Swans is also staking their nesting territory on Peter Pond.  Let's 
hope they build their nest in a more suitable position than they did last year.   
 
Winter thrushes 
We have had an invasion of Fieldfares in the South of England in the past week, no doubt pushed 
down here by the bad weather up north.  Peter Milinets-Raby counted over 1,000 Fieldfares on the 
various grasslands between Clarence Pier and Eastney on Jan 24 and over 500 on fields at 
Warblington the next day.  Bob Chapman was surprised to get 500 on Farlington Marshes.  Sadly, very 
few appear to have come to Emsworth.  I had one in a tall tree in a neighbour's garden and Malcolm 
Phillips saw one in the snow on a walk from Emsworth to Westbourne on Jan 22.  Surprisingly, there 
have been relatively few Redwing which is the other main winter thrush, though I did have a flock of 
around 30 perch briefly in next door's Silver Birch tree on Jan 18, but I did not see them again.   
 
Garden birds 
The snowy weather brought a glut of birds into my small town garden.  On one day, I had 14 species 
and a total of 58 birds.  A flock of 30 Chaffinches included a Brambling which stood out clearly with its 
bright orange chest and shoulders and dark head.  I have also had male and female Blackcaps and a 
Starling which is a real rarity these days.   
Caroline French had three Song Thrushes in her North Emsworth garden.  They are rare in my garden, 
but I did have one eating a snail, but it was chased off by a Blackbird, who finished off the snail.  I find 
Blackbirds are aggressive towards Song Thrushes and will not tolerate their presence in the garden.   
 
Wild Things 
This is an interesting six-part series which started last week on Channel 4.  The second part is Monday 
28 Jan at 8.30pm and is worth watching providing you can put up with the adverts.  Alternatively, watch 
it later on http://www.channel4.com/programmes/wild-things/4od  There is also an informative book to 
go with the series from Amazon etc.  The first one was on Bluebells and Lichens.   
 
Sandy Point  
I am grateful to Juliet Walker for providing the following link to Andy Johnson's very comprehensive 
report on the birds of Sandy Point in 2012.  http://www.hisc.co.uk/2012_Sandy_Point_Report.pdf 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 1-2 Dec 31 - Jan 13, 2013 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session 6th January 2013 
 An excellent turnout of 14 volunteers met on a thankfully dry morning for the first work session of 2013 
with the main task being repair of the gravel paths, which had become hazardous in some places. 
Maurice gave the briefing on the best techniques for the big job which would use the large bags of path 
gravel supplied by HBC and we split into groups to additionally cover the placements of direction signs 
for meadow visitors plus the usual litter pick. 
Path Repairs – The first job was to dig trenches alongside and away from the main low lying / water 
holding sections of the South Meadow path, clearing away the surface mud and debris, ready for the 
repair gravel. A procession of full wheelbarrows from the Lumley Gate bag, supplied the rakers and 
flatteners to complete the repair of each section was raked level and flattened by treading / spades. 
The same treatment was applied to various holes on the cross path to the central seat and the first bag 
of gravel was quickly used up. During this process we realised that half of the width of the South 
Meadow path had been overgrown with vegetation which was skimmed off by hard spade work, 
opening up most of the existing gravelled walking surface along the lowest lying section. This work was 
continued before and after the badly needed refreshment break and some more gravel was barrowed 
all the way from the Seagull Lane bag to make up one waterlogged area. The job is far from finished 
and when HBC deliver more gravel, we will devote another session to this vital meadow artery.   
Two other important jobs were done, the first one being the placement of signs to redirect meadow 
users away from the sensitive wild flower area whilst it regenerates for the coming season. Additionally, 
we placed signs to advise users not to use certain parts as paths.  
The second additional job was the removal of some large projecting stones/lumps of concrete along the 
north gravel path and infilling the holes created with new gravel. Also, two smallish dips that regularly fill 
with water were drained and levelled with gravel. 
Many thanks to Pam for providing for the tea / coffee break and to all of the Volunteers for their sterling 
work.  Report by Maurice Lillie & Wally Osborne   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles 
We have made an good start to 2013 with three Water Vole sightings already logged, albeit probably of 
the same animal.  This vole has been seen scuttling around on the west bank of the river between the 
north bridge and where the river bends to run alongside the railway embankment.  Keep a look out here 
and elsewhere along the river and let me know if you see one with date, time and location.   
All the Water Vole news and photos can be found on the special web pages at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Harbour news 
The harbour has been relatively quiet over the past couple of weeks.  Brent Geese have been feeding 
on inland grassland sites, probably at Southbourne.  Ralph Hollins reports that their return passage has 
already started, with thousands passing Dungeness heading back towards their breeding sites.  
Black-tailed Godwits are still away somewhere, maybe on the north fields of Pagham Harbour.   
Dunlin have also disappeared, though there is no shortage of them at Hayling Oysterbeds where Tony 
and Hilary Wootton saw thousands of them in a fine aerial display on Jan 13.   
Grey Plovers are still around; they are strange birds, loners on the mudflats, they just stand and stare 
with their large black eyes.  You can usually see one or two in the low water channel near Emsworth 
Quay along with Little Egret and Greenshank.  Our Spotted Redshank remains ever faithful to the small 
stream at Nore Barn, where it has been feeding with a second Spotted Redshank and a Greenshank.  
 
Millpond news 
On the town millpond, the Mute Swans are now displaying, sometimes raising their wings and chasing 
rivals in mock fights.  The Male Mallards are taking a close interest in the female ducks and on 
occasions getting slightly more than frisky.  Surprisingly, the Tufted Ducks have not turned up in any 
numbers as yet and there is no sign of any Red-breasted Mergansers or Great Crested Grebes.    
The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls are now regular visitors on Slipper Millpond where they nested 
last year and will probably do so again this year.  On Sunday (Jan 13), my wife and I watched a pair of 
Cormorants fishing on Slipper Millpond; one with a grey head caught an Eel and after several minutes 
of thrashing around finally got it down.  A Little Grebe showing the first signs of breeding plumage  
was also fishing, though not for Eels!   I heard a Little Grebe 'trilling' its spring song on the Thorney 
Island Little Deeps last week.   
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Firecrest returns 
The big news on Brook Meadow in the past week was another Firecrest sighting by Malcolm Phillips, 
this time in the bushes near the Lumley Path footbridge.  This could possibly have been the same bird  
that Malcolm photographed in the north west corner of the meadow on Jan 4, though it is impossible to 
tell from the photos.   
Malcolm went looking for the Firecrest again on Sunday Jan 13), and met up Paul and Terry Lifton on 
the same mission, but had no luck.  However, they did see a pair of Siskins, which on checking the bird 
list, was yet another first for Brook Meadow.  Photos of these birds are on the Emsworth wildlife blog.  
 
Other birds 
On a walk from Lumley to Westbourne, Paul and Terry Lifton saw a Green Sandpiper and a couple of 
Snipe in a flooded field north of the A27.  I used to see these birds regularly along the River Ems 
between Emsworth and Westbourne in the 1990s, so it is good to hear they are still present in the area.   
While looking for the Firecrest on Sunday, Paul and Terry also spotted the partial albino female 
Blackbird with a white wing patch, which has been around the Lumley area for at least two years.   
Little Egrets are still using the Langstone Mill Pond roost; Nik Knight saw 26 birds arriving to roost on 
Jan 11 while he was waiting for bats to emerge.   
 
Thorney news 
Sid Davies told me about 'the locally famous Dartford Warbler', which can be seen (if you are lucky) 
perched on the Gorse bushes between the two deeps on the west side of Thorney.   Sid tells me it has 
befriended a Stonechat which typically bobs up and down between the grass and the posts and is a 
good indication to the location of the Dartford Warbler.   While you are on the west Thorney track listen 
for the 'pinging' calls of the Bearded Tits in the reedbeds on the Little Deeps and look out for the regular 
Kingfisher at the Great Deeps seen last week by Ros Norton.     
 
Winter flowers 
Roger Mills found the first blossom on the large red-leaved cultivar Cherry Plum on the causeway. The 
conservation group chopped this down about 12 years ago after it was blown over, but it has now 
regrown to an impressive bushy tree.  It usually has lots of sweet smelling white blossom.  
I thought all the Hogweed plants on Brook Meadow had succumbed to the bad weather, but there is still 
one plant with wilting leaves, but with a complete flower head at the foot of the steps leading down to 
the meadow from the north bridge.   
During the conservation work session on Brook Meadow on Jan 6, Lesley Harris pointed out some 
flowering Primroses near the path through Palmer's Road Copse, the first I had seen this year, but I am 
not really sure how wild they are as I know the Council put a selection of plants in this area some years 
ago.  I have yet to find any Snowdrops in the usual spots around the meadow.  My January flowering 
plant list stands at 24 species, but is still well behind the 35 species that Ralph Hollins has on his list!   
Ralph has seen Lesser Celandines flowering in two new locations in the Havant area this week, but I 
have yet to see any in Emsworth.   
 
Spurting behaviour 
I have just submitted a short paper to the Wader Study Group Bulletin, at the request of The Editor,  
about some unusual behaviour that I and others have observed in Black-tailed Godwits and certain 
other waders, in which water and other objects are actively spurted from their bills during feeding in 
shallow water.  Our photos of this spurting behaviour have been seen by several wader experts, but no 
one seems to know anything about it, which I find surprising considering how common it appears to be 
at least in Emsworth Harbour.  You can see photos of the behaviour on a special 'spurting' web page at 
. . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit-spurting.htm 
I have also put a short digiscoped video of some Godwits feeding and spurting at Nore Barn in Jan 
2012 on YouTube.  The link is at . . . http://youtu.be/uHXSH9jzh94 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - for daily local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   
 
Findhorn news  
Finally, Richard Somerscocks reports on some of the birds he is seeing in his new home in Findhorn in 
Northern Scotland.  Richard's recent photos include a Great Northern Diver, Shags and Long-tailed 
Duck.  Agonisingly for birdwatchers here in the south Richard has a photo of a group of Waxwings in 
the bushes in front of his house.  See the special Findhorn web page for all Richard's reports and 
photos . . . http://familyfellows.com/findhorn-news.htm  
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