
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 51-52: Dec 17-27,  2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION REVIEW OF 2012 - by Wally Osborne  

Practical Work 
As we all know, the weather during 2012 was record breaking in all sorts of ways with the mainly dry 
winter months followed by very wet spring / early summer ones, improving somewhat erratically until the 
wet weather deluge which then continued to the year end. Despite these happenings, only 2 of our 24 
work sessions were lost to bad weather with an average of 11 volunteers putting in nearly 500 hours of 
conservation work, organised to TCV standards and led by our 5 qualified leaders. 
Seagull Lane Project – We spent the first 4 sessions of 2012, continuing with the work begun in late 2011 
to reclaim this area from bramble growth, in preparation for the ‘Queens Diamond Jubilee’ planting of the 
final stretch of native hedgerow whips plus 3 native Oak trees. The arduous hours spent digging out 
bramble & nettle roots were eventually rewarded by a fine looking ‘blank canvas’ space, complete with 
extended new fencing of the western boundary and all of these preparations were completed ‘on time’. 
Our ‘planting day’ on the 4th March began dry, allowing us to erect our gazebo but a deluge of rain began 
just as the guest of honour, Ken Smith the Mayor of Havant arrived on site. Fortunately he was dressed 
and shod appropriately and so the Oak Tree planting ceremony went to plan with the 2 other Oaks planted 
by Brian Fellows our founding Chairman and his wife Jean. By late summer, following the alternating rain 
and sunshine, the vegetation growth on the ‘blank canvas’ space was at an astonishing head height so 
that the new native hedgerow and 3 Oak trees were almost enveloped and needed our tlc and protection. 
The established part of the hedgerow was also well tended, with light pruning and removal of protective 
tubes / stakes. In late autumn we cut and cleared most of the seasons growths from the site to maintain 
control of invasive brambles / nettles and also in preparation for the planting of the 4th Oak tree, in 
memory of one of our founding members Tony Wilkinson, the ceremony being attended by Pam and the 
family. 
Path maintenance – Throughout the growing season we seek to keep open the occasional paths, which 
traverse the meadow site, giving visitors the chance to get really close to nature whilst not being too 
intrusive. During summer 2012 when alternating rain and sunshine caused head high growth of grasses 
and other plants, regular cutting back and clearance of paths both by hand and mechanised methods was 
essential and accounted for many hours of labour. The wet summer also exposed the need for repair of 
certain parts of the gravelled paths, which really are the arteries of the meadow site. HBC told us that they 
cannot finance the needed repairs in full but would supply to us with the necessary raw materials for 
volunteers to spread / compact and this work will finally begin during early 2013. 
Again this year, new occasional paths have been cut in an attempt to relieve footfall on some of the 
heavily used stretches, and as ever, visitors created their own new routes which we try to discourage by 
brushwood barriers, particularly around the North Meadow wild flower rich area. 
Annual cut - The weather was a major controlling factor in the timing and extent of the annual cut of 
meadow grassland. The height and density of the foliage caused by the wet and sometimes hot growing 
conditions, coupled with the disruption of our Contractor’s work schedule and the fixed budget from 
HBC, conspired to limit the areas we were able to cut. Our preference for small-scale machinery to be 
used in following our standard practice of mosaic cutting non-adjacent sections, meant that cutting times 
were almost doubled to achieve a good cut of the high and dense foliage. Later use of large machinery 
was not successful as the soft ground conditions resulted in many deep ruts. Cutting of certain areas by 
Volunteers was also severely restricted by weather and ground conditions and we must now hope for a 
dry start to 2013 so that we can ‘catch-up’ with this work. 
Tree Work – The major collapse of Crack Willows near the river ‘S’ bend in the early part of the year was 
cleared by the efforts of Volunteers and Tree Surgeons who were funded jointly by HBC and ourselves. 
Arisings from this job were saved for planned dead hedging work at key parts of the riverbank. Further 
collapses of Crack Willows in Palmers Road Copse were cleared by HBC funded Tree Surgeons, with the 
‘chipped’ arisings being piled up for later spreading onto the nearby paths. HBC also cleared some fallen 
Willows near to the North Bridge with HBC’s   Andrew Skeet being very supportive of the Group 
throughout the year.  
Hawthorn Hedge & Dead Hedges – The Hawthorn Hedge which we ‘layed’ in late 2011, was given careful 
attention during the year and is developing well towards our aim of an attractive bird-nesting habitat. 
Additionally, we created an extensive new dead hedge at the river ‘S’ bend, to discourage dog entry into 
the clear water which had been exposed by the Crack Willow collapses and clearances. Other dead 
hedges were maintained as needed to protect the Water Vole population.   
Student & Child visits – On 17th August workday when we started the annual cut of our Wild Flower area, 
we were pleased to have assistance from 3 Students and their Supervisor from the National Citizens 
Service. They were very hardworking and enthusiastic on their first introduction to the world of Voluntary 
work and we look forward to meeting them again. We hosted visits from the Emsworth Guides during May 
and also the HWT Watch Group children in November and they all had some fun whilst doing some 
conservation work.  
Photos - of all Brook Meadow work and activities can be seen on the web site - address above.   
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 6th January & Thursday 17th January 2013 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
Jane and Andy Brook had the last Water Vole sighting of 2012 on Boxing Day; they watched it 
clambering about around the base of a tree north of the north bridge, finding juicy leaves and shoots to 
eat.  It is good to hear that at least one of them survived the flooding over the past few weeks.   
This takes the total number of Water Vole sightings for 2012 to a magnificent 204, which is by far the 
highest number since I started formal recording in 2005.   However, this does not necessarily mean 
more Water Voles; maybe just more people were watching out for them.  But, at least, it shows the 
voles are still with us!  See the special web page for all Water Vole news and photos . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html 
 
Harbour news 
I think our Black-tailed Godwits may have moved inland onto flooded river valleys as they often do at 
this time of the year following very wet weather; 2,500 were reported in the Avon Valley and 235 were 
at Pulborough Brooks.  Brent Geese are ever present and their gentle 'kerunking' calls can usually be 
heard reverberating over the mudflats.  Although the Brents had a poor breeding season, we have 
three small families in Emsworth, which can often be seen on the shore close to Nore Barn.   
The famous Spotted Redshank still feeds regularly in the Nore Barn stream, sometimes accompanied 
by a second Spotted Redshank.  One is good, but two are exceptional.   
The winter gathering of Coot by the quay was up to 74, but there's some way to go to reach the 186 of 
last winter.  A pair of Great Black-backed Gulls are regular visitors to Slipper Millpond and are no doubt 
are laying down their claim for next year's nesting.  Exciting times lie ahead. 
 
Wintering Bumblebees 
Entomologist Bryan Pinchen confirmed that the Bumblebees I saw earlier in December feeding on Ivy 
flowers near Nore Barn were probably Buff-tails (Bombus terrestris).  He says queens of B. terrestris 
may start nesting in the autumn and, if the weather is mild, continue throughout the winter producing 
workers and later, males and new queens, which will nest in the spring.  Bumblebees seen now will 
probably be queens just starting nests, which will produce workers in a few weeks time.  Wintering 
Bumblebees are more frequent these days with mild winters and plenty of winter flowering plants in 
gardens; many autumn nests are successful in producing new queens in the spring.    
 
Winter flowers 
Winter Heliotrope is flowering as usual on the A259 embankment wayside near the surgery.  Yarrow is 
showing well along Bath Road and Sweet Violets are opening on the path behind Lillywhite's Garage.   
Scentless Mayweed is in full blossom on the new wayside north of Emsworth Railway Station.  
Ralph Hollins has also been enjoying a very good selection of flowers in Havant, including Sweet 
Violets, Cow Parsley, Lesser Celandine and a white-flowered form of Hedgerow Cranesbill.  See 
Ralph's daily diary for their location and photos . . . http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm 
 
Bird song 
Robins are now singing everywhere, mainly to establish territory for the coming nesting season.  There 
is one Robin that sings loudly close to the bridge over the River Ems from Palmer's Road Car Park.  
Unusually, males and females both sing at this time of the year.  I have also heard brief bursts of song 
from Dunnock, Great Tit, Woodpigeon and Collared Dove, but my impression is that bird song is later 
this winter.  Ralph Hollins has had a Song Thrush singing in his garden recently.  
 
Water Rail returns 
On Dec 18, Malcolm Phillips spotted a Water Rail in the reeds just up from the observation fence on 
Brook Meadow.  Water Rail is a passage migrant to Brook Meadow and has been seen here in most 
winters  since 2003.   Earlier this year we had one on the river bank near the north bridge which stayed 
for about a month (Feb 15 to Mar 19) and gave us lots of good photos.  But Malcolm's bird appears to 
have moved on as it has not been seen again, despite a good deal of searching (by me!). 
 
Bird trends 
The BTO charts showing trends in breeding birds over the period 1994 to 2011. . .  
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/trend-graphs/uk-graphs 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - for daily local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html
http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 49-50 – Dec 3-16,  2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Next Work Session is on Sunday  20th December –  Meeting at 10 am by the Lumley Gate. Weather 
permitting, we plan to spend the session making badly needed repairs to the gravel paths and no doubt 
those efforts will make us more than ready for seasonal refreshments at Ted & Penny Aylett’s house, to 
be taken a somewhat earlier than midday. Jennifer will be leading the session and we hope to take 
advantage of the good preparatory work already done by Maurice.  
Please accept the best wishes of your Committee for a Happy Christmas holiday & a healthy / 
prosperous New Year. 
  
First Volunteer Work Session of 2013 will be on Sunday 6th January  Meeting at the Lumley Gate 
10 am through to midday with refreshments mid way through as usual. Come along and join us to blow 
those Christmas cobwebs away.    
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – We have now closed our Membership numbers for 2012/13 
with the total standing at 265, will not be sending out any more reminders and will alter our circulation 
lists accordingly during the next weeks.  Of course we still welcome new Members and live in hope that 
some of the lapsed ones will make contact on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail to 
wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Christmas Present Suggestion – Why There is still time to buy copies of the 'Brook Meadow Through 
the Ages' booklet as presents for those special friends. Excellent value at £2.50 per copy for this 80 
page colour booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG and available from Committee Members 
or Wally Osborne - details above.    
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Garden birds 
The nasty weather combined with my poor health over the past two weeks has meant watching birds in 
the garden from the comfort of my armchair has often been a preferred option.   The birds certainly 
have not disappointed; I recorded 17 species, ranging in size from a group of four tiny Goldcrests 
foraging around the rose bushes to a big Little Egret which perched on the back fence looking for fish in 
the Westbrook Stream.  I even saw a Starling and a House Sparrow, both increasingly rare birds in the 
garden.  The only Song Thrush I saw got chased off by a Blackbird.   But, Robin is reliable, sings first 
thing in the morning and comes onto the table for seeds and peanuts.  Meanwhile, a couple of Dunnock 
scuttle around beneath the feeders, occasionally flicking their wings to each other.  Courtship, maybe?  
 
Goldfinches galore 
My sunflower heart feeders are dominated by up to 10 Goldfinches and a couple of Blue Tits.  Gone are 
the days when Greenfinches used to cost me an arm and a leg in seeds.  Sadly, they never recovered 
from the trichomonosis outbreak in 2006.  Caroline French told me she had an astonishing 'charm' of 
54 Goldfinches in the cherry plum tree in her North Emsworth garden.  Who can beat that?   
I very rarely see Jackdaws in my garden, though I do often hear them flying overhead.  Graham Petrie 
does have a couple coming onto his well-stocked bird table.   
 
Dead Goldcrests 
I had a phone call on Saturday from a lady in Slipper Road who had found a dead Goldcrest in her front 
drive; although a bit battered, it was a lovely bird with a bright yellow crest on the top of its head.  When 
I got home my wife told me she had just seen a live Goldcrest in our garden and I had missed it. Drat!  
This was, in fact, my second dead Goldcrest of the winter; the other one was caught by a cat in Pam 
Phillips's garden.  Goldcrest is our smallest British bird and is particularly vulnerable in the winter.   
 
Garden BirdWatch  
If you fancy recording your garden birds systematically and at the same time making a scientific 
contribution to knowledge, I can highly recommend the Garden BirdWatch Scheme run by the British 
Trust for Ornithology.  I have been doing this survey for the past 30 years and it has a nice easy online 
recording system.  There is a great web site and the Bird Table magazine with lots of information about 
the national garden results.  For more details see . . . http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/gbw/join 
 
PTO 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Wintering Blackcaps  
Blackcaps are regular garden visitors in the winter.  They migrate here from central Europe, arriving in 
autumn as the summering Blackcaps are leaving to spend the winter on the Mediterranean.   
Apparently, this has not always been the case, as there are very few sightings of Blackcaps in winter in 
old ornithological records.  There has been an evolutionary change in their migration behaviour, 
prompted by the increasingly milder conditions over here and the ready availability of nutritious food in 
gardens, like fat balls and apples.  So far this winter, I have had a female (with brown cap) on a fat ball, 
as has Patrick Murphy in his garden.  Caroline French has had both male and female on the apples in 
her garden.  However, Blackcaps have a special passion for home made sponge cake, so get cooking.   
The BTO is running a special survey of garden Blackcaps starting in January 2013.   
See . . . http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/gbw/about/background/projects/garden_blackcap_survey 
 
Millpond News 
The first decent flock of Tufted Duck of the winter were on the town millpond this week; I counted 6 
females and 5 males.  Their numbers should build up as the winter progresses.  We had a record 74 on 
the pond on Jan 8 last year.   Tufted Duck hardly ever go onto the two Hermitage Millponds even 
though they would appear to be far more wildlife friendly than the town millpond.  It must be the food 
and the company of the Mute Swans and Mallard that attracts them.  Little Grebes are fishing in Slipper 
Millpond, but there is no sign of Red-breasted Mergansers and Great Crested Grebes as yet.   
Pied Wagtails are a common sight around the town millpond, particularly at dusk.  They must roost 
somewhere nearby.  Does anyone know where?  During the day they disperse around the town often to 
feed on pavements near busy roads.  Grey Wagtails (with yellow backsides) are less common than 
Pied Wagtails and prefer more natural habitats.  They tend to stay close to water, though can often be 
seen on small streams in the centre of town.  This week I saw one in the reedbeds on Peter Pond.   
 
Findhorn News  
Richard Somerscocks has been sending me regular postings and photos from his new home in 
Findhorn in Northern Scotland.  I have created a special web page for his news and beautiful photos 
which I am sure will help to cheer us during this bad weather.  Today, Richard got a photo of 80 
Harbour Seals with the snow draped hills of the Northern Highlands in the background and a wonderful 
shot of a Bottlenose Dolphin leaping right out of the water.   
Go to . . . http://familyfellows.com/findhorn-news.htm 
 
Waxwings 
Waxwings flooded into Britain from The Continent in late autumn, but we are still waiting for them to 
come down here.  We had a couple of sightings in St Theresa's Close, Bedhampton about a week ago, 
but I have heard nothing more about them.  Ralph Hollins reported a flock had been seen on North 
Common, Hayling on Dec 10, but he did not see them himself.   I suppose it is not entirely surprising 
that they have not turned up, or gone elsewhere, as there are so few trees with any berries on them.   
 
Farlington Marshes  
Bob Chapman, now warden at Blashford Lakes, was formerly warden at Farlington Marshes.  He has 
been posting his own wildlife Blog since September and on Dec 15 went back to have a look at his old 
haunt.  He found lots of Brent Geese and the lone Red-breasted Goose which has been with them 
since October.  Bob also noted 30 Avocets, Marsh Harrier and Peregrine.  But he was disappointed to 
see much of the newly repaired seawall had already been washed away.   
See Bob's blog at . . . http://solentreserves.wordpress.com/ 
 
Other local news 
Malcolm Phillips went to lunch with his brother today at Hambrook and got a fine shot of a Green 
Woodpecker digging deep in the garden lawn, no doubt using its long sticky tongue to search for 
wintering insects and larvae.  See the photo on tonight's blog - address below.  
A number of attractive compact 'cushions' of moss with capsules on stalks are growing on the flint wall 
on Lumley Road.  Are they Common Pincushion (Leucobryum glaucum)?  Photo on tonight's blog.  
The Lumley sluice gate which controls the flow of water between the River Ems and the Lumley 
Stream, was fully open this morning, with the centre gate completely removed, allowing a torrent of 
water to rush into the Lumley Stream.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm   

http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/gbw/about/background/projects/garden_blackcap_survey
http://familyfellows.com/findhorn-news.htm
http://solentreserves.wordpress.com/
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 47-48 – Nov 19 - Dec 2,  2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne 

 
Work Session – Sunday 2nd December – Our plans to spend the session making repairs to the gravel 
paths were undone by the heavy overnight frost, which left the material pile and the ground frozen solid. 
This was disappointing because Maurice had done some good preparatory work and it was a really 
wonderful sunny morning for the eleven hardy volunteers turning up.  
We moved on to plan ‘B’ which was set to achieve two of our management goals, protection of the 
north meadow wild flower area from excessive winter footfall and shortening back the Crack Willows 
limbs, which have fallen across the adjacent part of the River Ems, and removing the arisings. We set 
about the task with Pole Saw and Bow Saws and thanks to the taller volunteers, Nigel & Mike, were 
able to remove some of the higher branches and so open up the eastern river bank to sunlight. Other 
volunteers dragged the large limbs away to the wildflower meadow after cutting off the thickest parts; 
these being removed away to one of our existing log piles. It was strenuous work and served to keep us 
all warm and make us eager for the mid morning tea break and chat. Afterwards, we created a 
substantial barrier alongside the gravel path near the now permanently lowered gasometer, to prevent 
access down onto the meadow through our Wild Cherry Tree plantation. Jennifer & Ute made the all-
important litter pick around the whole site and as usual came up with some interesting exhibits. 
Thanks to everyone for their excellent teamwork and good spirit which carried us all through without 
incident or accident. 
  
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Thursday 20th December   this is the last one of 2012 and we 
meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am through to midday although we will adjourn to Penny & Ted’s place 
rather earlier than 12 noon for ‘seasonal refreshments’.   
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – Membership numbers continue to grow slowly after the final 
reminders were sent out and the total stands at 256, compared to 289 for year 2011/12. There is still 
time to renew your membership before we make changes to our circulation lists. Please contact me on 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or e-mail to wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Christmas Present Suggestion –Why not buy copies of the Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
booklet for those special friends. Excellent value at £2.50 per copy for this 80 page colour 
booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG and available from Committee Members or 
Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 and e-mail contact is 
wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Robins pairing 
Walking through the south meadow of Brook Meadow this morning, I came across what I am fairly sure 
was a pair of Robins in close proximity to each other.   Such pairing seemed very early.  However, I 
consulted David Lack’s classic book “The Life of the Robin” whose observations at Dartington showed 
(also to his surprise) that the first pairings often occurred by the middle of December, which is over 3 
months before the birds actually nest.  Lack added that most other song birds pair up in the spring, with 
the exception of Blackbirds and some Starlings which pair in late autumn.   
 
Winter flowering 
Inspired by Ralph Hollins, who already has 38 species on his December flower list, I made a start on 
my own list for Brook Meadow this morning.  I found 19 plants in flower, best of all were the magnificent 
white umbels of Hogweed, which are still standing tall in several spots around the meadow and 
attracting late flying insects.  Hemlock Water-dropwort is also going strong near the Lumley Stream.  
However, the Stone Parsley plant in the far corner of the Seagull Lane patch, which has been flowering 
superbly throughout November, was covered in frost this morning, but I could still make out a few 
flowers.  Nearby, there are also some flowers remaining on the Scented Mayweed.   
 
Brown Rat  
Yesterday, Malcolm Phillips saw what he thought at first was a Water Vole swimming up the river from 
the north bridge on Brook Meadow.  But when it came out of the water it showed itself clearly as a 
Brown Rat.  Malcolm's photo is on the blog for Dec 1.  This just goes to show that you cannot be too 
careful about sightings, particularly in the area above the north bridge where both Water Voles and 
Brown Rats live.    

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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Red-breasted Merganser 
Red-breasted Mergansers are beautiful diving birds which we usually see in Emsworth Harbour at this 
time of the year, with one or two coming onto the millponds.  None have turned up yet, as far as I am 
aware, though with a wintering flock of over 100 in Langstone Harbour, there is still plenty of time.   
Red-breasted Mergansers have been delighting Richard Somerscocks in his new home in Findhorn in 
northern Scotland.  Richard got some excellent shots of males displaying and of a female taking a 
Flounder.  His photos are on the Emsworth blog for Nov 30.   
 
Spiny fish 
Derek Mills photographed a Red-breasted Merganser struggling to swallow a spiny fish on Thorney 
Deeps on Nov 30.  John Bogle is pretty sure the fish ws a Ruffe (Gymnocephalus cernua).  He was not 
surprised to see the merganser struggling with it as Ruffe is a small but spiky fish with a spiked dorsal 
fin, much like a Perch, and with a very bony head and gill covers covered in spikes.  See the picture on 
the blog for Dec 2.  Scorpion Fish was another suggestion for the fish, though that one is the wrong 
shape and is a saltwater species which would not tolerate the brackish water of the Great Deeps.    
 
Garden birds 
The hard frosts of the past few days have brought a bonanza of birds into my Emsworth town garden 
seeking food.  I have had 12 species in the past couple of days, including a charm of Long-tailed Tits, 
which are not all that common in my garden.  I have even had a visit from a Starling and a House 
Sparrow, both of which are increasingly rare garden birds these days.   
Goldfinches remain my top bird with about 10 resident on the sunflower heart feeders almost all day 
long.  Woodpigeons are also daily visitors, including a juvenile which stands out from the adults by 
having no white collar.  The 7 Chaffinches I had today could well be birds arriving from the Continent.  
This probably applies to the numerous Blackbirds I am seeing around the town at present.   
Last week, I rubbed some old, untouched, fat balls into the bark of a tree, which I thought might attract 
tits.  I have never had any luck with fat balls.  To my surprise the only bird that has shown any interest 
was a Magpie.  I was amused to see it leaping up to the tree trying to grab bits of the fat.  It has since 
given up that activity for the easier offerings on the bird table.   
 
Other bird news 
The Spotted Redshank is still regular in the Nore Barn stream near high water, often feeding with a 
Greenshank and a Black-tailed Godwit.  But, it chases off a Common Redshank.   
While you are at Nore Barn, walk along the path north of the woods and you might see and hear an 
unusually large gathering of 300+ corvids, mostly Carrion Crows and Jackdaws, on the farm fields.   
John Bogle saw only his second ever Dartford Warbler on the western side of Thorney Island near the 
Little Deeps.  This more than made up for his missing out on the Bearded Tits! 
What appeared to be a rare aberrant (partial albino) Bullfinch was captured on film by birdwatchers at 
Brockenhurst last week.  The film is now on You Tube at . . . http://youtu.be/SglQN14cJog 
 
Nesting birds 
BTO have just published the preliminary finding for the nesting "success" of 25 species in 2012. 
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/nrs/results/2012-preliminary-nrs-results  The results clearly show 
what a bad year it has been with most birds performing worse than average, but many of the species 
have the potential to bounce back rapidly provided conditions improve.  However, the extreme 
conditions in 2012 were due to a shift in the jet stream and it is difficult to predict how its position may 
be influenced by future climatic warming and the melting of the Arctic icecaps. If wet summers become 
more frequent, then we may witness long-term changes in the numbers of some bird species. 
 
Avian pox 
The BTO also report that this nasty disease, affecting mainly Great Tits and Dunnock, appears to be on 
the increase.  The disease causes large tumour-like growths and can be fatal.  See link for news at . . .  
http://bto-enews.org/NXK-12BH6-3UEDCR-F0SH9-0/c.aspx 
 
Hollybank Woods 
I had a walk around this lovely local woodland last week and was amazed to see how much good work 
had been achieved by the Friends of Hollybank Woods conservation group, opening up glades with tree 
clearance and coppicing.  They have also constructed several hurdles at key entrance points, mainly to 
control horse riding in those areas.  If you go on a Wednesday morning, you are likely to find a scene of 
great activity with the volunteers at work coppicing the Sweet Chestnuts and splitting trunks for posts.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 45-46 – Nov 5-18, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne 

 
Work Session – Thursday 15th November – Thirteen people, including three new volunteers, turned 
up on a grey morning.  This was a welcome show of strength since we had a challenging workload.  
Havant Borough Arborist’ Department had left a lorry load of leylandii chippings (they smelled like pot- 
pourri) on the edge of Palmers Road Car Park.  Extra wheelbarrows were requisitioned and the 
logistics of getting the chippings over the south bridge, through the gate, over the raised path, across 
the meadow and onto the very muddy path leading to “Beryl’s Seat” was successfully carried out.  
Because of the muddy conditions, several new paths were appearing across the wildflower area, so we 
hope our action will encourage people and their dogs to keep to the main path.  After the refreshment 
break (thanks Pam) we made life easier for ourselves and spread the remaining chippings along the 
muddy path in Palmers Road Copse.  The usual litter pick was carried out and Wally strimmed a useful 
pathway in the North Meadow.  Thanks to all for their excellent teamwork. Report by Lesley Harris  
Photos are on the web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012b.htm 
 
Next Volunteer Work Session - Sunday 2nd December meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am through to 
midday and Tea / coffee / biscuits will as usual be provided to all attendees.  
 
Visit of Watch Group of HWT - The annual visit of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust Watch group 
coincided with the work-day on the Slipper Mill Pond and as two of BMCG are also involved with 
SMPPA, it was decided to combine the two events. The three youngsters and their two leaders were 
met by Jennifer and escorted to Slipper Road. We had been allocated the task of clearing an area on 
the East bank of the pond just behind the wall of Slipper House. It consisted of a layer of very wet, dead 
reeds and a great deal of litter washed up by recent high tides.  Rakes and litter pickers were used to 
gather debris but the task soon turned into a treasure hunt for the most unusual item of rubbish. Apart 
from various types of plastic, pens, & wrappers was a pine cone, a dolls house chair and a miniature 
dwarf ! Lesley and I dealt with the more mundane task of moving the reeds and eventually we were all 
rewarded with drinks and biscuits.  Report by Pam Phillips 
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – Membership renewal numbers are growing very slowly now 
and the total stands at 229, compared to 289 for year 2011/12. Final individual reminders to all of the 
lapsed members will be sent out / delivered shortly. Please contact me on 01243 375433 or 07787 
966162 or e-mail to wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, excellent value at the special price of £2.50 and 
available from Wally Osborne or by contacting your local Committee Member.  

 
 WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Wild flowers 
November is probably not the best month to go looking for flowers, but it is a challenge and helps to 
brighten up one's walks on dull and dreary days.  The magnificent umbrellas of Hogweed, some tinged 
with pink, add much pleasure to a walk through Brook Meadow.  And have you noticed the Hemlock 
Water-dropwort in full flower again along the Lumley Stream?  And the pink flowers of Herb-Robert 
which shine like lights from the edges of paths.    
Some plants, like Winter Heliotrope are winter specialists and are already pushing up their aromatic 
flowers in the usual places.  Others, like the buttercups on the Bridge Road wayside seem to get a new 
lease of life at this time of the year.   
So far, my list for November stands at 66 species all seen in the Emsworth area.  About half of these 
are out on the new Railway Station wayside and can easily be seen from the new ramp.  I can't wait to 
see what spring will bring.   
 
Mystery river weed 
I was a little anxious about a luxuriant growth of a green filamentous weed in several parts of the River 
Ems on Brook Meadow.  No one seemed to know what it was so I sent some photos to our botanist 
friend, Martin Rand who reassured me there was no need to panic!   They are simply the submerged 
leaves of a Water Crowfoot.  Martin thought that given their long and drawn-out habit they were 
probably Ranunculus penicillatus subsp. pseudofluitans, ie Stream Water-crowfoot, which we have had 
on the Brook Meadow plant list for many years.  Oh, well.  You live and learn.   
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Black Poplars  
The two very tall Black Poplars on Brook Meadow can be seen very clearly from the main seat.  They 
have grown to their present height from small saplings when they were planted in November 2004.   
The one on the left was blown over in 2008 and had to be lopped and hauled back upright, but it does 
not seem to have suffered as it is not far behind the height of the original unlopped tree.   
 
Harbour news 
Our resident Spotted Redshank still regularly feeds in the small stream at Nore Barn with a 
Greenshank, a Black-tailed Godwit and a Lapwing to the delight of visiting (and local) birdwatchers.  
We have also seen the second Spotted Redshank on occasions, but the resident bird is not all that 
friendly towards it, no doubt defending its feeding territory.  Interestingly, I went over to Nutbourne Bay 
on Nov 13, where I found the colour-ringed Spotted Redshank (W+GY) feeding with the local colour-
ringed Greenshank (GY+GY) in a very similar fresh water stream to that at Nore Barn.  This is clearly 
perfect feeding habitat for these birds.   
The Brent Geese are back in force around the local harbours, but the news about their breeding is not 
good.  I have seen a couple of small families in Emsworth, but generally juveniles are extremely scarce.   
 
Western Parade  
Cycling along Western Parade for my daily sojourn to see the Spotted Redshank at Nore Barn, I 
stopped to admire a Starling singing its heart out from the top of a chimney pot of one of the houses, its 
superb purple and green plumage shining in the warm sunshine.  I very rarely see one in my garden 
these days.   
At the end of Western Parade I always stop by the large Ivy hedge, which is still full of flowers.  Today, I 
could hear the distinct buzzing of Honey Bees and found at least 20 of them covered in yellow pollen 
and with huge pollen baskets on their back legs.  I did not realise the workers carried on collecting 
pollen so late in the year, but clearly they do.  See this good link about the activity of Honey Bees 
http://www.countryrubes.com/images/ee_Colony_Activities_Throughout_The_Year_updated_09_09.pdf 
 
Swan Attack 
Roy Ewing told me the sad story about the dog attack on Mute Swans at Nore Barn on Nov 7.   The 
attack was witnessed by Council workers on the site, one of whom helped to fend off the dog, but not 
before it had killed one swan and injured another.  There is a photo on the notice board of the injured 
swan being removed for treatment.  In view of the huge number of dog walkers using the site it is 
perhaps surprising there are not more incidents of this nature.   Swans are particularly vulnerable as 
they are not able to move or take off quickly enough to avoid trouble.  So, please take care.   
 
Findhorn news 
Our colleague Richard Somerscocks, who recently migrated to Findhorn in northern Scotland, is 
sending us regular news and beautiful photos of the birds he sees in that area.   Richard's highlight of 
the past week was a flock of 122 Waxwings some of which he captured on a photo.  He has also been 
admiring the daily movement of thousands of Pink-footed Geese returning to Findhorn bay after feeding 
in the surrounding fields.  He got some fine snaps of Slavonian Grebes, Red-throated Divers and Velvet 
Scoters.  Richard's news and photos can be seen on the Emsworth wildlife blog - address below.  It 
makes very interesting reading and looking.     
 
Other bird news 
Richard's sighting of Waxwings in Scotland could be a sign of things to come. According to the BTO, 
we could be in for another bumper Waxwing winter to rival that of 2010.   That was the last time we had 
a good influx of Waxwings down south.  I recall seeing a flock of 75 in a tree outside Havant College.   
Waxwing records can be seen at . . . http://bto-enews.org/IG4-11GW7-3RN36S-ESIKP-0/c.aspx   
As well as Waxwings, thousands of winter thrushes have been moving across the North Sea.  I hope 
they will not be disappointed by what seems to be a paucity of berries in Britain.  Our local Crab Apple 
trees look very bare.  Caroline French saw 120+ Fieldfares and 70+ Redwings moving between 
Hawthorn trees on Butser Hill, but there were very few berries on the trees.   
Tony Wootton got lucky during a walk down the east side of Thorney Island on Nov 15 when he saw 
two Short-eared Owls between the end of Thornham Lane and the army gates.  He got a photo of one 
flying.  Tony also watched a pair of Ravens flying overhead, kronking away. They flew exactly along the 
line of the sea wall and carried on in a straight line northwards.  Ravens are sometimes seen in this 
area, so keep a look out for them and let me know if you see any.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 45-46 – Oct 22 - Nov 4, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Sunday 4th November – this workday was set aside as the day for the ceremonial 
planting of the Tony Wilkinson Memorial Oak tree on the Seagull Lane Patch and 12 volunteers, lead 
by Maurice Lillie, turned out on a morning reminiscent of the Queens Diamond Jubilee planting day but, 
in fact  there was little rain just a bitter wind.   
Up to 11 am some volunteers prepared the planting materials and site for the Rubus Oak, to be ready 
for the arrival of the Wilkinson Family and other invited guests, while others were variously cutting back 
bramble, tending around previously planted meadow trees and the usual comprehensive litter pick.  
At 11 am we welcomed Pam together with her 5 grandchildren their parents and after warming drinks 
all round, the whole assembly joined in reflecting upon the many contributions which Tony had made to 
BMCG over more than 10 years, both as a founding Committee Member and an active working 
volunteer. His smiling face, knowledge and cheerful demeanour are all sadly missed.  
Next, Pam formally planted the tree and was most ably assisted by the older grandchildren, taking turns 
with the spade and later treading down the soil with their parents so that the whole family contributed to 
the planting. In future years they will all be able to return to nurture the tree and remember Tony, known 
as Baba by the grandchildren. The event concluded by the cutting and sharing around of a delicious 
celebratory Baba cake and biscuits made by the older grandchildren (with Mum’s support). 
Many thanks to ALL who came to support this event and especially to Pam Phillips who provided the 
all-important drinks, both hot and cold. 
Photos of the event will be appearing on the Brook Meadow web site shortly at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012b.htm 
 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Thursday 15th November   We meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am 
through to midday and hopefully, the meadow ground conditions will have improved by then so that 
some of the many awaiting tasks can be accomplished. Tea / coffee / biscuits will as usual be provided  
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – Membership renewal numbers are growing very slowly now 
and the total stands at 222, compared to 289 for year 2011/12. We have started to send out individual 
‘final’ reminders to all of the lapsed members so if you do not receive one shortly, you can assume that 
you are an up-to-date Member. Otherwise my contact details are phone on 01243 375433 or 07787 
966162 or e-mail to wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, excellent value at the special price of £2.50 and 
available from Wally Osborne or by contacting your local Committee Member.  
 

 WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
Malcolm Phillips saw the only Water Vole in the past 2 weeks from the north bridge on Oct 30.  This 
takes the total for this year to a 201, the best total since we started recording in 2005.  This does not 
mean there are that many on the meadow as many will be repeat sightings, but it does indicate that the 
population is healthy.    
A Water Vole was also sighted on Oct 30 on the pond which is alongside the main road into Havant 
opposite Tesco's.  This would be a new site for them.   
 
Flowering plants 
Looking for flowering plants in winter is always a challenge and a bit of fun.  I managed to get 42 for my 
November list this week.  They included 15 which were in flower on Brook Meadow.  Many of these are 
just hanging on, but I was very impressed by the tall Meadow Buttercup at the southern end of the 
Bramble path which I think has been out for some weeks and looks as good as new.  There is also a 
nice collection of flowers at the far end of the Seagull Lane patch, including a fine Stone Parsley, plus 
Scented Mayweed and a Spear Thistle.   
 
Drone Flies 
There is a magnificent hedge of Ivy at the end of the coastal path from Emsworth to Nore Barn and it 
was there that I found what looked like bees feeding on the masses of flowers.  On closer inspection I 
thought they might be hover flies, but I have now been reliably informed they are Drone Flies, probably 
Eristalis pertinax, so called because of their similarity to honey bee drones.  They fly all year round.    
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Spotted Redshank news 
The famous Emsworth Spotted Redshank continues to feed in the Nore Barn stream about 2-3 hours 
before and after high water.  On most occasions it has the company of a Greenshank and a Little Egret, 
but just recently there has been a second Spotted Redshank.  The two birds were remarkably friendly, 
even snuggling up at times.   This is not entirely unexpected,  we have  two or even three Spotted 
Redshanks in the stream in previous years, but exciting nevertheless, as these are very rare wintering 
birds and to get two at the same time is quite exceptional.  Check the web page for all the Spotted 
Redshank news . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Godwit News  
Also regulars at Nore Barn are 100 or so Black-tailed Godwits, elegant birds which feed in a leisurely 
fashion on the mudflats.  Some of the Godwits have coloured rings on their legs; these are in a long 
running project to study their movements between nesting grounds in Iceland and wintering quarters 
around our coasts and into Europe.  The unique combination of colours enables us to identify individual 
birds.  I always look forward to seeing 'old friends' which return to Emsworth year after year.   
Meanwhile, way up in northern Scotland, expat Richard Somerscocks has also been Godwit watching 
and has seen and photographed one which was ringed as a chick this summer in Iceland.  The 
Icelandic ringer was very excited to learn about this.  See his report and photo on the blog for Oct 29.   
 
Other harbour news 
Brent Geese are back in Emsworth Harbour and what a pleasure it is to hear their friendly guttural calls 
wafting over the mudflats.  Early reports indicate the Brents may have had a poor breeding season - not 
enough Lemmings to keep the Arctic Foxes happy.  However, I have spotted three small families in 
Emsworth, though families do tend to gather in sheltered harbours like Emsworth away from the very 
large flocks.  Wigeon and Teal numbers have also been building up in the Nore Barn area.  Listen out 
for the mellow 'whee-ooo' calls of the Wigeon and the sharper whistling of the Teal.   
 
Fungi 
I noticed what looks like Agrocybe cylindracea - sometimes called 'Wine Cask Fungus' after its sweet 
smell - growing on a tree beneath the eastern approach to the south bridge.  I have seen it growing 
there in previous years, but the fungus is nowhere near as prolific as it was in the years 2002-2005 
when I regularly discovered numerous fruiting caps on the Crack Willow stumps near the north bridge.   
I recall picking some for frying and they were very good too!   
There is (was) a cluster of fungi growing at the base of one of the large Crack Willow trees alongside 
the path through Palmer's Road Copse.  The caps are red and sticky, the stems white with brown spots 
and the gills white which I think are Tricholoma ustale (Burnt Knight).  Don't eat as they are poisonous!   
 
Garden birds 
After several weeks (it seems like months) with very few birds in the garden, the cold weather has 
finally prompted a return.  Over the past week I have recorded 12 species, including a female Great 
Spotted Woodpecker which is a very rare bird in my garden; the last one was 4 years ago.   
Patrick Murphy is having an ongoing battle with Grey Squirrels in his garden, where they insist on 
attacking his so-called "squirrel-proof" seed feeders.  I have also had one in my garden over the past 
two weeks, not attacking the feeders, but taking nuts from the bird table and burying them!  Personally, 
I like them and enjoy their presence.  BTO report an increase in Grey Squirrel in gardens this year.  
Peter Milinets-Raby had the good fortune to see a Black Redstart in his Havant garden, which is a rare 
wintering bird in our area, though this one probably just stopped off for a feed and a rest on its way to 
winter in Southern Europe.  My last record of one locally was of a male photographed by Mary 
Colbourne in her Emsworth garden in November 2010.  See web site (Nov 1) for details.   
 
Other bird news 
A Grey Wagtail was seen by Malcolm Phillips on the edge of the River Ems below the south bridge.  
This was only the 2nd sighting this year on Brook Meadow.  Despite its name this bird has a distinctive 
yellow rump, but is not a Yellow Wagtail which is a totally different bird.   
Tom Bickerton was excited to see a very rare Grey Phalarope at Hayling Oysterbeds on Oct 27.  They 
are very scarce autumn and winter visitors to our area.  The last one we had locally was on the shore at 
Prinsted September 2011.   Tony Wootton's splendid photo is on the Emsworth wildlife blog for Oct 31.   
The Havant Wildlife Group was at Nutbourne for their regular Saturday morning walk and had the great 
pleasure of seeing  20 Avocets in the bay.  These were the first I have heard about there this year, 
though they are fairly regular winter visitors to Nutbourne Bay.  They also saw a very late Swallow.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 41-42 Oct 8-21, 2012  
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Thursday 18th October –  At least it was not raining when 10 volunteers gathered 
together but the meadow was looking rather forlorn, with standing water puddles all around and 
treacherous ground conditions.  Fortunately, our main work site for the day was Seagull Lane, which 
seems to drain quite well, even following the very persistent rainfall over recent weeks.  
Three of the group, Lesley, Joan and Jane, volunteered for the essential litter picking duty covering the 
whole meadow site and the rest of us set about final preparation of the western half of Seagull Lane 
location for planting of the Tony Wilkinson Memorial Oak tree. The ceremony is scheduled to take place 
on Sunday 4th November and all members are welcome to attend. 
Phil concentrated on the digging by spade of the actual planting hole, removing lots of large stones in 
the process and then mixing locally sourced compost with the remaining soil to give the Oak a good 
start. The Power Scythe driving was shared between Patrick, Jennifer and Pam to clear away the 
massive summer growths of vegetation, which were then carried away to the nearby dumping areas. 
Ute concentrated on stripping off persistent bindweed from the ground and Bob used hand tools to cut 
away the growths threatening our new native hedgerow whips, which are generally doing well. 
This work continued either side of the tea / coffee break provided by Pam and by session end at mid-
day, we were well pleased with the overall appearance of the whole area. Many thanks to all of the 
Volunteers for their sterling work efforts. 
 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Sunday 4th November   We meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am 
through to midday and initially, we will be preparing for the tree planting ceremony at Seagull Lane, due 
to take place at 11 am. Tea / coffee / biscuits will be provided to attendees.  
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – Membership renewal subs continue to slowly grow  and the 
total stands at 218, compared to 289 for year 2011/12. It is not too late to renew but we will be sending 
out individual ‘final’ reminders to all of the lapsed members over the next few weeks. If you are unsure 
whether you have renewed, just give me a call on 01243 375433 or drop an e-mail to 
wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 

 WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Spotted Redshank returns 
The famous Spotted Redshank has come back to the Nore Barn stream for the 9th winter running.  
What an amazing bird, and it is still looking as sprightly as ever.  It must be in the running for a 
longevity record?   I first saw it on Oct 9, which was a good 2 weeks earlier than in previous years.  
There was an anxious nine days when it went AWOL, but it has been back in the stream over the past 
few days along with its regular feeding companions of Greenshank, Common Redshank and Little 
Egret.  For all the latest news and photos go to the dedicated web page at . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-redshank.htm 
 
Black-tailed Godwits  
Over 100 Black-tailed Godwits regularly feed on the mudflats to the west of Emsworth.  They are best 
seen with binoculars about 2-3 hours before or after high water.  So far I have logged 17 colour-ringed 
birds, most of them 'old friends' seen in previous winters.   The Kent ringed ones are particularly  
colourful with 3 rings on each leg.  Birds ringed in Iceland have 2 on each leg.  Full details of the ringing 
schemes and all the Black-tailed Godwit news and photos can be found on the dedicated Black-tailed 
Godwit web page at . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-blackwit-2012-13-diary.htm 
 
Other harbour news 
Most of our regular winter visitors seem to be later than usual this year.  Maybe they had good weather 
on their breeding grounds?  I have only seen a few Brent Geese in Emsworth but they should be here 
soon, regaling us with their friendly grunting calls.  Wigeon and Teal are starting to arrive in the Nore 
Barn area, but as yet only in small numbers.    
Flocks of Shelduck can often be seen on the mudflats off Nore Barn as they stop off briefly on their way 
further south.  Dunlin can be seen lining the edges of the far channels, but the large flocks that we see 
swirling around in dramatic flights have yet to arrive.  Grey Plover singles are dotted around the 
harbour, but I have not seen Ringed Plover as yet.  There have been some impressive gatherings of 
Carrion Crows on the mudflats off Western Parade, no doubt attracted by a sudden glut of food.   
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Brook Meadow trees 
If you stand in the northern part of Palmer's Road Car Park and look east to the wooded copse, you will 
see several very tall trees with straight trunks, which stand out clearly from the crooked Willows.  These 
are Western Balsam Poplars, native of NW America, where they grow to be one of the world's tallest 
broadleaved trees.  The buds are supposed to give off a sweet scent in spring, but I have never been 
able to smell it.  They must have been planted with the rest of the copse, but I'm not sure when.   
From the causeway on Brook Meadow, you can also get a good view our two Black Poplar trees. Three 
were planted in 2005, but one died.  Another was blown over, subsequently lopped and righted.  The 
other one has grown straight and tall to an astonishing height in such a short time.     
There is an excellent crop of berries on the Alder Buckthorns south of the causeway.  30 saplings were 
planted in 2002.  Half of these were lost, but another 15 were planted in 2005 and all are doing well.   
 
Brook Meadow plants 
The bank of Michaelmas Daisies on the east side of Brook Meadow is a magnet to Bumblebees.  The 
gingery ones you are most likely to see at present are late flying Bombus pascuorum.   
Regarding the Skullcap discovered on the banks of the Lumley Stream in early October, Martin Rand 
thinks it is unlikely to be Lesser Skullcap in that habitat and is more likely to be the common Skullcap 
which also grows on the stream wall by the cottages in Lumley Road. The stream has been too high to 
look for more samples, so we must await the return of Maurice Lillie from holiday to find some more.   
 
Water Vole news 
Water Vole sightings have dwindled over the past few weeks, though Malcolm Phillips had the good 
fortune to see two in different places on the river on Saturday Oct 20.  These take the total for 2012 to a 
record 200.  For all the recent Water Vole news and photos go to the dedicated  web page at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html 
 
Butterflies  
Red Admirals are out everywhere, even in cold windy weather, but there's hardly any other butterflies.  
However, saying that, Barry Collins saw 11 third brood Small Coppers on Thorney Island.  I also saw a 
Small Copper on Brook Meadow and another on the new Emsworth Railway Station wayside.    
 
Short-eared Owls 
This is a good time of the year to look out for Short-eared Owls.  They fly by day, have big yellow eyes 
and will often perch on a post or bush.   They are scarce winter visitors and passage migrants, but often 
turn up around Thorney Island.  Barry Collins reported his first Short-eared Owl of the autumn on 
Thorney Island on Oct 14.  A man told me about a fisherman friend who had seen five Short-eared 
Owls on Fowley island.  I remember an occasion many years ago when I watched seven of them 
hunting low near Tournerbury Wood on Hayling.  Never to be repeated!   
 
Fascinating ferns 
Over the past week I have been studying the wild ferns growing on walls around the town.  I have 
known about the excellent growth of Maidenhair Spleenwort on the wall of the Waterside Church in 
Bath Road for some years.   But I was not expecting to find a garden wall in North Street with four 
different fern species growing it. I needed a bit of help from Martin Rand with the identification, but the 
species are - Hart's-tongue (a very common fern), Wall-rue (fairly common on walls with small rounded 
leaves), Male Fern (which I usually expect to see in woodland) and Black Spleenwort (a new one for 
me and scarce in this area).  See web site for Oct 17 for the location of the ferns and photos.   
 
Woodpigeons soar 
British Trust for Ornithology reports that the Woodpigeon now ranks third in the league table of garden 
birds, topped only by Blackbird and Blue Tit.   I have found a similar increase in my garden from 25% 
(mean weeks recorded) in 1998 to 80% in 2007; since then, they have levelled off.   Currently, 
Woodpigeon is number 3 in my garden bird list, exceeded only by Goldfinch and Collared Dove.   
See news from my garden at . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/garden-highs.htm 
 
News from Scotland 
It was good to hear from Richard Somerscocks who moved to Findhorn in the north of Scotland in the 
summer.  Richard was an important contributor to local wildlife news when he lived in Emsworth and we 
all miss his beautiful photos.  Hopefully, he will send us the occasional report with photos from the 
'frozen north' - there is snow on the hills.  You can read Richard's news on the wildlife blog for Oct 19.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/garden-highs.htm
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 39-40, Sep 24 - Oct 7, 2012  
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Sunday 7th October – We had 13 Volunteers turn up on a lovely sunny morning and 
so were able to spread them out to a number of tasks with the chief one being the clearance of nettles 
overhanging the south meadow gravel path, which has itself become very muddy and hard to walk 
upon. Some of the growths, which have laid themselves across the eastern side gravel, were raked 
backwards to make the walkable path wider. This job was not completed because other important jobs 
awaited.  
Smaller teams cleared off the steps up onto the central bund / seat and then down onto the meadow, 
and also trimmed the willow growths taking over the nearby ‘dead hedge’ opposite the Water Vole 
information board.  
After the tea / coffee break provided by Pam, the Volunteers set off for the Seagull Lane patch, Power 
Scything the gravel path edges on the way. A small team, remade the steps leading up to the north 
bridge from the meadow whilst the remainder, plus Power Scythe, carried on with the cutting and 
clearance of the western half of the patch, heavy and difficult work due to the wetness and shear 
volume of the growths. The main objective was to expose and clear the site for the planting of the Tony 
Wilkinson Memorial Oak Tree on Sunday 4th November, when Pam and the family will be present. This 
was successfully accomplished, also, a test hole was dug on the planting site and the conditions were 
not as bad as expected. This job will be completed at the next October session.  
The 3 Oaks planted nearby for the Queens Diamond Jubilee are doing well and were cleared around 
and tended so that they prosper. Many thanks for the superb efforts by all of the Volunteers.  
 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Thursday 17th October   meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am through to 
midday. As usual, our mid morning break will include tea / coffee / biscuits and some chat. 
 
Annual General Meeting – I am pleased to say that we had a good attendance of 35 (mainly 
members) at the Annual General Meeting on 3rd October and after reports by the Chairman and 
Treasurer, there was an election of officers for year 2012/3. With the exception of Mike Probert who 
had resigned, the entire existing Committee was re-appointed and additionally, Jennifer Rye and David 
Search were elected. The Committee will seek to co-opt further Members and already, one has said 
that she is willing to serve. 
After a short refreshment break, we all enjoyed a brilliant talk on ‘The Emsworth Waysides’ project by 
Brian Fellows whose enthusiasm was electric. Thanks to Brian and all who attended. 
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – Membership renewal subs continue to grow steadily and the 
‘score’ now stands at 210, compared to 289 last year. In case you have forgotten, this is another gentle 
reminder that BMCG Membership remains outstanding value at just £3 per year. If you are unsure 
whether you have renewed, just give me a call on 01243 375433 or drop an e-mail to 
wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Waysides News 
Emsworth Railway Station was in 'The News' on Saturday where there was a report and photo of the 
official opening of the new ramp on Oct 5.  I was interviewed and managed to get in a plug for the new 
wayside area north of the ramp with its rich variety of plants.   
Meanwhile, Andy Brook is drawing up a strategy document with Terry Green of Southern Rail to 
provide a clear protection plan for the wayside for many years into the future.  Andy thinks we shall 
have a local nature reserve status there in no time!   
The Environment Agency carried out their annual clearance of the vegetation in Westbrook Stream in 
Bridge Road car park.  As before, all the plants were strimmed to ground level, including the tall 
Bulrushes, which were in full flower.  I wish they would leave them.  However, I did use a few which had 
been cast onto the verge for my talk on the waysides project at the Brook Meadow AGM.    
For all the up to date news and photos  go to the Waysides web site . . .  
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/index.html 
Dead Goldcrest  
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During the conservation work session on Brook Meadow this morning, Pam Phillips told me about a 
dead Goldcrest in her garden, which had been caught by a neighbour's cat.  I went over to get it and 
showed to all the volunteer workers.   They were delighted to see it and to have the opportunity to hold 
such a small and beautiful creature in the palm of one's hand.  It was as light as a feather and had a 
superb gold crest with a touch of orange.   
 
Water Vole video 
Frank Naylor managed to get an excellent video of a Water Vole on the river bank just south of the S-
bend on Sep 27.  The main part of the video shows the vole actively feeding on the river bank followed 
by a short swim down river.  We have had several sightings in this area recently, probably because it is 
the one of the few spots the river can be clearly seen.  Link to Frank's video on dropbox . . . 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/144y5j76kkxyitk/8tSHlpjzf2/Water%20Vole%20Brook%20Meadow.wmv 
 
Harbour news 
Black-tailed Godwits are still the main birds in Emsworth Harbour with around 120 birds feeding on the 
edges of the main channel to the east of the town, including several juveniles with apricot neck and 
ladder-barred mantle, along with some colour-ringed birds, mostly from the Farlington ringing scheme.  
A few Turnstone feed with the godwits, but it will not be long now before the rest of the winter migrants 
arrive in force, including Brent Geese, Dunlin, Wigeon and Teal.   
Over at Nore Barn, a Little Egret and a Greenshank feed in the stream, no doubt awaiting the arrival of 
their friend, the Spotted Redshank.  Not long to wait now (fingers crossed).    
The two juvenile Great Black-backed Gulls from the Slipper Millpond nest were on the town millpond 
this afternoon (Oct 7), feeding with the Black-headed Gulls.   
 
Other migrant news  
I spotted a flock of around 200 Brent Geese in the far south eastern corner of Langstone Harbour 
where the first arrivals usually congregate.  First Redwings normally appear in last few days of Sep or 
early October (well before Fieldfares). They have been seen, but are a little late this year.   However, 
the Crab Apple tree in Lumley Road that is usually loaded with red fruit which Fieldfares love is very 
sparse this year.   
 
Skullcap for Brook Meadow?   
In a survey of the Lumley Stream for the Brook Meadow Management Plan Review, Maurice Lillie and 
Frances Jannaway discovered what appeared to be a Skullcap (Scutellaria), which would be a new 
plant for the Brook Meadow list.  However, we were not sure which one - the more common Skullcap 
(S. galericulata) or the rarer Lesser Skullcap (S. minor).  The common Skullcap has been present on 
the stream wall outside the Lumley Road cottages for many years and it would not be surprising if some 
of its seeds came down stream to establish plants on the Brook Meadow site.  I sent photos to Martin 
Rand who asked me to send him a specimen as it looked a little odd.     
 
Fungus 
I found a large yellowish fungus growing in tiers on a tree stump on the roadside verge on the east side 
of Beacon Square.  I think it is Sulphur Polypore, aka 'Chicken-of-the-Woods', which is very good to 
eat, though with my poor record of choosing fungi to eat, I certainly would not recommend it to anyone 
for their tea!  Ralph Hollins also found some recently growing on a cherry or plum tree in Havant.   
 
Spiders 
This is the height of the season for spiders, particularly Garden Spiders (Araneus diadematus), which 
are absolutely everywhere.  It is hard not to blunder into their webs which stretch across paths and 
between bushes.  They vary widely in colour from light yellow to very dark grey, but all have mottled 
markings across the back forming a cross.  There are some beautiful chestnut brown ones.    
The webs are superb constructions; only females build the big strong webs, males make much flimsier 
ones.  Males spend most of their time looking for females, but needs to approach with caution to avoid 
being eaten.  He departs after mating and the female spins an egg sac or 'cocoon', to protect the eggs.  
She stays close to the cocoon for a number of days and then dies.  The young black and yellow 
spiderlings emerge from the cocoon in spring, gather into dense groups and disperse by 'ballooning', a 
form of dispersal in which they are carried on the wind by a thread of silk.   
There is a fascinating 9 minute video on YouTube of a male tentatively approaching a female for mating 
. . .  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3iqHcSkCFE8 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 35-36  Sep 10-23, 2012  
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Thursday 20th September – A group of ten ‘regular’ volunteers met on a bright warm 
morning and the two main tasks were to tend the ‘layed’ Hawthorn hedge on north meadow and then 
the new native hedgerow on the Seagull Lane western boundary. This involved cutting access paths 
with the Power Scythe with Maurice at the controls and then the rest of us pulled off the choking 
growths of bindweed, nettle and other competing vegetation. The ‘layed’ hedge is looking healthy and 
developing well but we cut back the leaders heading for the sky and wove other strong growths into the 
hedge fabric to help build up its density.  
At Seagull Lane it was more of the same and even the more mature sections of the hedge were 
suffering from the massive growth of vegetation over the wet, warm summer season. We also began 
the first Power Scythe cut of the western half of the patch and it is hard to believe that 10 months ago it 
was just bare earth. As we had thought when the project was begun, the in-soil seed bank did indeed 
give rise to many interesting plants as well as some more invasive ones which will need to be controlled 
and discouraged by an annual cutting regime. Due to the shear height and nature of the growths, this 
cut will be completed over the next few work sessions. The three Jubilee Oak trees nearby are doing 
quite well with just one looking a bit sickly and needing some attention. 
Whilst this work was going along, Joan and Frank were collecting the usual array of litter, which we find 
around the site. This is a most important part of our task of keeping our Local Nature Reserve in good 
shape and one piece of ‘litter’ found by Maurice was one of our stock of ‘small rakes’, lost some weeks 
ago during another work session.  Many thanks to Pam for providing for the tea / coffee break and to all 
of the Volunteers for their sterling work. 
 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Sunday 7th October   meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am through to 
midday. As usual, our mid morning break will include tea / coffee / biscuits and some chat. 
 
Annual Cut of Meadow – Meadow visitors will have seen that the part of the annual cut funded by 
HBC has now been completed apart from the removal of some of the dried out arisings. The Committee 
may decide to fund from our own resources the cutting during the early autumn of some additional 
areas needing attention. 
  
Annual General Meeting – Please endeavour to join us at our Annual General Meeting to be held on 
3rd October at the Emsworth Centre, South Street, Emsworth, starting at 7 pm. After reports from the 
Chairman and Treasurer, a new Committee will be elected. All of the present members up for re-
election and two other vacancies existing so here is your chance to make your impression on the 
meadow. After a short break, Brian Fellows will be our guest speaker, talking about the ‘Emsworth 
Waysides Project’. 
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – Membership renewal subs continue to arrive steadily and the 
‘score’ now stands at 112, compared to 289 last year. In case you have forgotten, this is another gentle 
reminder that BMCG Membership remains outstanding value at just £3 per year. 
  

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Waysides News 
Jane Brook and I sowed Yellow Rattle seeds on four Emsworth waysides.  The seeds were donated by 
Martin Hampton of the 'Grove Conservation Group' in Havant.  Thanks Martin.  Yellow Rattle is 
particularly valuable for conservation areas as it is partially parasitic on grass, thus helping to promote 
smaller more delicate flowers.   I have been checking the felt reptile mats that Gareth of Aluco Ecology 
placed on the new Emsworth Railway Station wayside, but no sign of any reptiles as yet.   
Waysides web site . . .  http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/index.html 
 
Harbour news 
Black-tailed Godwit numbers are rising in Emsworth Harbour (east) with 134 there on Sep 19.  So far, I 
have logged 9 colour-ringed birds, mostly regulars returning 'home' but one mystery, which no one 
seems to know anything about.  No other significant arrivals locally as yet, though the 6 Great Crested 
Grebes I saw in Nutbourne Bay on Sep 21 may have been migrants.  Reports have been coming in of 
small groups of Brent Geese but no large numbers as yet.  Wigeon and Teal are back at Broadmarsh, 
but nothing at Nutbourne when I was there.  Incidentally, the famous Nore Barn Spotted Redshank 
should be here (fingers crossed) for the 9th winter running towards the end of October.   
Other bird news 
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Chiffchaffs have been seen and heard on Brook Meadow in the past week.  They are regular summer 
visitors to Brook Meadow, with a few wintering. I suspect we will have had at least three on the meadow 
this summer, hopefully breeding successfully.   
Caroline French was woken at her north Emsworth home in the middle of the night by two Tawny Owls 
calling from the direction of Helston Drive/Woodland Avenue. Both birds were making the 'keewick' call, 
quite loudly and frantically.  They are probably resident in Hollybank Woods.   
Great Black-backed Gulls that nested on Slipper Millpond this summer still return to the pond.  Home! 
However, a Lesser Black-backed Gull (with yellow legs) is also a regular visitor to Slipper Millpond.   
Stephanie Williamson watched hundreds of Swallows setting off from Warblington this morning heading 
ESE against the wind towards Thorney.  Early migrants possibly?   Peter Hughes reported huge 
numbers of hirundines (3000+), mostly House Martins, over Pulborough Brooks on Sept 20   
BTO reports large decline in the Greenfinch breeding population following the outbreak of 
trichomonosis in 2006 - from 4.3 million to 2.8 million birds.  My garden finches have suffered.   
 
Water Voles 
Water Voles are active again on the River Ems after a couple of months of quiescence.  Malcolm 
Phillips and myself saw two feeding on the east bank of the river just north of the south bridge, one was 
enjoying the aromatic Water Mint, which you can see flowering on this bank.  Others have been seen 
between the sluice gate and the S-bend and on the river bank north of the north bridge.  The number of 
sightings for the year so far is now an astonishing 192, which is by far the best total we have had since 
records began in 2005.   Malcolm and I managed to get some nice photos of the voles which can be 
seen on the current sightings web page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-
voles-2012.html 
Water Vole expert Rob Strachan says population size is at an overall peak in September with some 
voles starting to disperse.  Females born early in the year may become sexually mature and breed, but 
the majority will not breed until next year.   
 
Dragonflies  
I do not recall having seen so many Common Darters as I saw on a walk through Brook Meadow on 
Saturday morning (Sep 22).  They were mostly males with bright red bodies and mostly resting on the 
sun-warm gravel path alongside the river.  I also saw a pair in tandem near the S-bend with the female 
constantly dipping her rear onto the surface of the water.  This seemed the wrong time of the year for 
egg laying, but Ralph Hollins says that the larvae will spend a couple of years in the water before 
emerging.   
I happened to meet Jim Berry, on his way back from the Havant Wildlife Group walk to Thorney Island, 
who told me they also had lots of sightings of Common Darters - suggesting a mass emergence?   
After leaving Jim I came across what I think was a female Southern Hawker dragonfly resting on a leaf 
beside the path, allowing me to get a nice photo.  What magnificent creatures they are and relatively 
common and easy to see at this time of the year on Brook Meadow.    
 
Slugs and sex 
Most people just want to get rid of them as soon as possible, but Ralph Hollins has been taking the 
slugs in his garden very seriously.  On Sep 22 he found an unusually pale Arion ater slug showing its 
red skirt as it headed for cover under a bush.  On the other side of the bush he found two more of these 
large slugs mating.  The mating pair revealed nothing of their complex mating activity other than that it 
generated a lot of mucus and caused 'heavy breathing' in one of the individuals!    
Apparently, all slugs are hermaphrodites and are equipped with both male and female organs.  During 
sex each individual transmits and receives sperm from the other causing each to develop fertile eggs 
which it will lay in due course.   But that is not the whole story as Ralph reveals on his web site . . . 
http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm 
 
Other news 
Caroline French now has two quite large Hedgehogs living in two purpose-built boxes in her North 
Emsworth garden.  She has also had a Hornet visiting the garden regularly. On one occasion it flew off 
with a honey bee for its larvae but mostly it was feeding on ripe fruit in the garden.   
Tony Wootton captured an amazing image of a Slow-worm and a young Grass-snake entwined 
beneath an iron sheet at Titchfield.  See web site for Sep 19 for Tony's photo.   
Ralph Hollins has discovered a new colony of the rare Danewort (Sambucus ebulus) growing beside 
the cycle track just outside the eastern entrance to the Farlington Marshes nature reserve. 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 35-36  Aug 27 - Sep 9, 2012  
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Sunday 2nd September – On a mild slightly damp morning twelve volunteers including 
four ‘first aiders’ met at the Lumley gate. Two groups formed, one to de-litter and the other continuing to 
clear the abundant growth of vegetation. This latter job is for two purposes, 1, to maintain reasonable 
path widths for the many who walk through Brook Meadow and the second to cut small areas so as to 
encourage the growth of wild flowers.  
Litter Picking - Pam kindly picked up the remains of a glass bottle broken near the central steps and 
seat. Joan and Lesley volunteered to pick litter across the meadow and immediate surroundings. This 
included all the paths that run through Brook Meadow, the accessible parts of the rivers, the public path 
that runs along the southern edge of the meadow close to the A259 (sadly this path suffers from 
frequent dropping of food packaging, plastic and metal drinks containers) and Palmers Road Copse 
This latter is also a target for litter louts, although on this occasion our litter pickers were amused to find 
along with the usual rubbish +a pair of knickers, tights and a pillow.  
Cutting & Clearing - Wally set off driving the power scythe to continue mowing the wild flower area in 
the north meadow. After a short briefing, nine volunteers suitably armed with rakes and gathering sacks 
followed in his trail to gather the arisings and transport them to the waste area nearby. Jennifer took 
over from Wally and continued the good work. After a welcome break of tea/coffee and biscuits, 
provided by Pam – thank you Pam - ,Patrick with the power scythe cleared the undergrowth around the 
Osier copse. Nigel took over the power scythe and cut more of the north meadow, north of the wild 
flower area, taking particular care to avoid removing the Hoary Ragwort, an important nectar source for 
insects. He then gave the occasional paths a trim. The volunteers gathered at about noon feeling that a 
good job had been done. Maurice thanked everyone for their efforts. All the tools were counted up and 
returned to their home in The Rookery.  
The post that stood at the west end of the north bridge, bearing the hand carved Brook Meadow sign, 
had, about two weeks previously, been broken off and thrown into the river.  It has been decided to 
remove the sign and re-attach it. After attempts to do this on site, it was removed to Maurice's garage 
where it now is to be refurbished before being re-fixed.   Report by Maurice Lillie 
 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Thursday 20th September  meet at the Lumley Gate 10 am through 
to midday. As usual, our mid morning break will include tea/coffee/biscuits and quite a bit of chat. 
 
Annual Cut of Meadow – Meadow visitors will have seen that the annual cut began on 4th Sep 
probably the latest ever, mainly due to the wet summer. Our contractor used a large Power Scythe and 
the arisings were initially left to dry out, to allow small creatures to escape and to make removal easier. 
This phase is paid for by HBC and other areas may be cut by the same contractor, funded by us.  
  
Annual General Meeting – We hope for a good attendance at our Annual General Meeting to be held 
on 3rd October at the Emsworth Centre, South Street, Emsworth, starting at 7 pm. After reports from the 
Chairman and Treasurer,  a new Committee will be elected, with all of the present members up for re-
election and two other vacancies existing. After a short break, Brian Fellows will be our guest speaker, 
talking about the ‘Emsworth Waysides Project’. 
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions –  Membership renewal subs have been arriving steadily and 
the ‘score’ now stands at 78, compared to 289 last year. In case you have forgotten, this is another 
gentle reminder that BMCG Membership remains outstanding value at just £3 per year. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles  
After several weeks with no Water Vole sightings at all, we have had several in the past week, so they 
are getting active again.  Maurice Lillie had two sightings, including a juvenile, a few metres south of the 
S-bend of the river and Malcolm Phillips had two sightings this morning (Sep 9), one from the south 
bridge and the other near the sluice gate.  These take the total number of sightings for the year to 182.  
 
Spiders 
Spiders are everywhere on their webs, usually stretched out between plants so that it is hard to avoid 
them when walking through vegetation.  Most are the common Garden Spider (Araneus diadematus).  I 
did see a 4-spot Spider (Araneus quadratus) a web on the Seagull Lane patch.  It had a very yellow 
abdomen but had the four distinctive spots from which it gets its name.             . . . PTO . . .  
Autumn colours 
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Brook Meadow is a kaleidoscope of colours, brown, yellow, white and green.  Brown flower heads of 
Hogweed contrast well with the white curled seeds of Great Willowherb.  The yellow of Hoary Ragwort 
still dominate the centre of the north meadow as do those of Common Fleabane on the Lumley area.   
The fruits are forming on the Strawberry Clover on the east side of the Lumley area, but not yet 
strawberry coloured.  I spotted yet another Amphibious Bistort in flower in the same area.  The huge 
Butterbur leaves are curling and browning in dramatic fashion.  There is a good crop of fruits (conkers) 
on the Horse Chestnut tree behind the signcase at the Lumley gate.   
 
Butterflies  
On Sep 4, my wife and I went for a stroll through the beautiful Brook Meadow where we spotted an 
unusual butterfly fluttering around the Fleabane flowers on the Lumley area.  Wow!  It was a Clouded 
Yellow - a first on the meadow since 2003.  I chased it around taking snaps, but none of them came 
out.  I have returned several times since without luck.  If you see it please let me know.    
Ann and Alan Wingrove had a mega wow experience when a very very rare Small Tortoiseshell (ab. 
lutea) turned up in their Southbourne garden.  It is basically buff-white with otherwise normal markings.  
 
Harvestman  
As I was up dating the signcases on Brook Meadow on Sep 3, I noticed a Harvestman resting on a leaf.  
It appeared to have lost one of its eight legs, which is not uncommon.  Harvestman is one of three 
creatures often referred to as 'Daddy-long-legs'.   It is easily distinguished from a Cranefly, which has 
six legs and wings.  It also differs from long-legged spiders in having a single rounded body, spiders 
have separate head/thorax and abdomen.  Harvestmen do not spin webs and they have no venom, 
they just chew up their victims.  Their eyes are mounted in an 'armoured turrets' on top of their bodies.  
There are 23 species living in Britain and an amazing 6,500 species worldwide.  Harvestmen are a very 
old family with 400-million-year-old fossils having been discovered in the Rhynie cherts of Scotland.   
 
Harbour news 
Over the past week I have been scanning Emsworth Harbour for early migrants.  The only significant 
arrivals so far are the Black-tailed Godwits - over 100 of them can be seen from the millpond seawall.  
One of the godwits (colour-ringed W+GO) has been coming to Emsworth for the past 16 years, but not 
quite a record.   It has been a good summer in Iceland and the Godwits have bred well, so there are 
also a few juveniles to look for.  They have a cinnamon plumage and pale edges to their feathers.   
Other waders currently in the harbour include Oystercatcher, Redshank, Greenshank and Curlew.  It 
will be a few weeks before the main flow of winter visitors arrive.   
The Great Black-backed Gull family from the Slipper Millpond nest are still hanging around the harbour 
and millponds.  The juveniles are big brown birds with black bills.  On one occasion last week, I saw 
one of the adult Great Black-backed Gulls on a small mud island on a rising tide surrounded by 100 
Godwits, quite an amazing sight.   
 
Interbridges Site  
I did not expect to be writing about this site, which is wedged in between the railway and A27, on the 
east side of New Brighton Road.  However, in the past week, I had an interesting meeting with Gareth, 
an ecologist working for Aluco Ecology who have been employed by the owners to carry out a survey of 
the site to fulfil a planning condition.   This site controversially got planning permission for industrial 
units in year 2004.  Little has happened since then, but it appears there is renewed interest and things 
might get moving again.  How they will solve the access problem between the bridges is a mystery.   
 
Waysides News 
I invited Gareth to have a look at our new railway wayside on the other side of New Brighton Road from 
the Interbridges Site.  He thought it was an exciting area and fully approved of our plans to preserve it 
as a natural habitat, but stressed the need for scrub management.   Good news is that the Friends of 
Hollybank Woods have already scheduled the work in for this November. 
During our visit to the railway wayside, we noticed flowering plants of the rare Narrow-leaved Water-
plantain growing in the concreted culvert from under the A27.  This is probably a feeder for the 
Westbrook Stream, where we also have this plant growing. Gareth introduced me to a form of Prickly 
Lettuce with lobed leaves, the standard form has unlobed leaves.   I will look out for it.   
See the waysides web site for more news . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/index.html 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has the latest local wildlife news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm     
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 31-32  July30 to Aug 12, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Conservation Work Session 
Sunday 5th August – The 10 volunteers were grateful to have a dry and warm morning and this friendly 
weather enabled our first use of the Power Scythe for a number of weeks. We were pleased to 
welcome Brian Fellows to witness our activities and he gave us some very useful guidance about plants 
newly emerging along the meadow paths, which should not be cut at this time. 
After the briefing, the main group began by hand cutting the high and overhanging vegetation along the 
south meadow paths, while Mike gave some Power Scythe training to Nigel and Joan joined with 
Jennifer on the meadow wide litter pick. Meanwhile, Maurice did some very useful lopping of tree and 
bush growths overhanging the Lumley raised path, having previously cleared the Lumley access gate 
of overhanging tree limbs, ready for the Tractor to enter for the annual cut. After the training, Nigel went 
solo to cut all of the south meadow paths with Mike in watching brief. The arisings were left in place on 
this occasion so that we could make all of the paths visitor friendly in the available time. 
After the coffee / tea break gathering we split into 2 groups with one group doing a similar job on the 
overgrown parts of the north meadow and the other one tending the young native Cherry saplings 
which had been enveloped by bindweed. Next, we all moved to the Seagull Lane patch to similarly 
nurture our new native hedgerow, which is growing well and also cut back foliage around the kissing 
gate area.  A good mornings work and the meadow occasional paths were back under control for 
visitors. All that remains now is for HBC to carry out the requested strimming of the raised gravel paths, 
where nettle growths have become very threatening.   Many thanks to all volunteers for their effort and 
dedication and to Pam, as usual, for the refreshments. 
 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Thursday 16th August, meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 am through 
to midday. For this and the upcoming sessions, our conservation work will concentrate upon cutting and 
clearance of the important wild flower rich areas of the meadow, almost like haymaking. As usual, our 
mid morning break will include tea/coffee/biscuits and quite a bit of chat. 
 
Cutting of river banks by Environment Agency - During the last week, the EA turned up, quite 
unannounced after many and various efforts by BMCG to communicate / meet with them to agree this 
year’s programme of work.  In former times the EA had been very co-operative with our key objectives 
of protection of the Water Vole habitat and sensitive, selective cutting of the in stream and bank 
vegetation.  However in 2011, the reported EA budgetary constraints resulted in them doing only token 
works for ‘flood protection’. Now this year they have just ‘done their own thing’, shaving clear a stretch 
of bank just south of the north bridge and cutting off two branches which were left overhanging the river 
for our resident Kingfishers. This is a very disappointing outcome and will lead us to demand ‘better’ 
from them, despite the currently poor economic climate.  
 
Annual Cut of Meadow - Our contractor has confirmed that he will begin work within the next 2 weeks 
and that the agreed areas will be cut over a period of 2 days, this work being funded by HBC. 
  
Annual General Meeting - Our Annual General Meeting will be held on 3rd October at the Emsworth 
Centre, South Street, Emsworth starting at 7 pm and will include the election of a new Committee, with 
all of the present members up for re-election and two other vacancies. We are pleased to tell you that 
Brian Fellows has agreed to be our guest speaker and will talk about the ‘Emsworth Waysides Project’. 
 
Membership Renewal Subscriptions – This is a first gentle reminder that your Membership is due for 
renewal on 1st September 2012 and will remain outstanding value at £3 per year. We will be sending 
out a formal ‘Reminder Notice’ by e-mail during the next few days.  

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Local bird news 
The two Great Black-backed Gull fledglings finally left Slipper Millpond on Aug 3rd.  What a great 
experience it has been to watch the development of these magnificent birds from the egg stage at the 
end of April, to their hatching at the end of May and their first flights in the middle of July.   Meanwhile, 
the pond is returning to normal with Cormorants on the centre raft and Coots tending their nests.   
Kingfishers are on the move after the end of their nesting season.  We have had two sightings of them 
around Brook Meadow in the past week and they should get more frequent as autumn comes.  
Late Swifts (3-4 birds) have been feeding over Emsworth over the past week or so.  These will be birds 
passing though on their migration to Africa.  But I have not seen them for a few days.   
Brook Meadow plant news 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


What has been the Hogweed show on Brook Meadow is fast becoming the Wild Angelica show as 
these huge plants really get into their stride.  Take a walk up the Bramble path to see these magnificent 
plants, some already well over 10 feet tall.  They have smooth reddish stems in contrast to the green 
rough stems of Hogweed.  Both plants are a great nectar source and attract a array of insects.   
Wild Teasel is also flowering well along the Bramble path and Field Woundwort has at last made an 
appearance with five (orchid-like) flower spikes at the top of the Bramble path.   
Lots of interesting wild flowers are still showing well along the path of the new Jubilee hedgerow, 
including Fool's Parsley, Stone Parsley, Lesser Swine-cress, Hairy Buttercup and Guernsey Fleabane.   
Water Mint is now in flower in the wetter areas of and smelling very good indeed!   
The pink flowers of Great Willowherb are out all over the meadow.     
Giant Fescue is showing well where the Palmer's Road Copse path meets the centre path from the car 
park and below the west side of the south bridge (south side).  Sea Club-rush  has invaded the south 
eastern corner of the south meadow, probably due to the flooding of this area in winter months.   
 
Lumley area  
The area immediately north of the Lumley gate has been the best area for wild flowers on Brook 
Meadow this year, easily eclipsing the orchid area which has been overrun with grasses.  The Lumley 
area benefited from the removal of Hemlock Water-dropwort a few years ago.   Currently, it has a fine 
array of flowers including Common Fleabane, Square-stalked St John's-wort, Wild Angelica, Wild 
Carrot, Hedge Bindweed, Red Bartsia, Curled Dock, Creeping Thistle and the shiny scarlet 
inflorescences of Sharp-flowered Rush.   Most of the sedges have gone over, but False Fox Sedge is 
still standing tall.   The narrow pointed leaflets of Pepper-saxifrage can be seen on the east side of this 
area with a couple of tall plants almost in flower.  The tiny pink flowers of Strawberry Clover are now out 
along the path that goes round the Lumley area.   
 
Butterfly news  
The best sighting of the past two weeks was of a female Purple Emperor that came to rest on Kings 
Road, Emsworth right in front of Andy and Jane Brook.  Sadly, they did not have a camera to hand.  
The last record I have of a Purple Emperor locally was on a wheelie bin in Southbourne in July 2010.  
The caterpillar feeds on the leaves of Goat Willows and over winters in this stage.  So, maybe they will 
end up on Brook Meadow?    It has been a bad season for butterflies generally, but Gatekeepers are 
now abundant everywhere, though Meadow Browns are declining.  Butterflies we have yet to see on 
Brook Meadow this year are Clouded Yellow, Brown Argus, Small Tortoiseshell and Painted Lady.   
 
Other insect news 
I had the good fortune to see and photograph a female/immature Black-tailed Skimmer on Brook 
Meadow on Aug 3rd.  Thanks to Ralph Hollins for the identification.  They have a yellow abdomen with 
two prominent longitudinal black bands on the upper surface.  The only other confirmed sighting of a 
Black-tailed Skimmer on Brook Meadow was by Bryan Pinchen during his insect survey on 17-Jun-10.   
During a conservation work session on Brook Meadow on Aug 5, two volunteers and I were 'buzzed' by 
a Southern Hawker dragonfly along the Bramble path.  This is common behaviour.   
Meadow Grasshoppers are very common in the long grasses on the meadow 
 
Little Egrets at Langstone  
Langstone Millpond is a year round centre for Little Egrets but Ralph Hollins reports that their number 
varies greatly from month to month. The beginning of August marks the change from use of the pond 
as a breeding site (this year around 24 nests were occupied and it is probable that at least that number 
of juveniles were raised) to a transition camp for up to 200 birds.  Good numbers remain until winter 
makes fishing in the harbours difficult when the birds move inland or head south. See Ralph's web site 
for his full report . . . http://homepage.ntlworld.com/ralph.hollins/Summary.htm 
 
A new wayside  
Jane Brook and I met up with Terry Green (Southern Railway) and Lorraine Clode (ERA) to discuss the 
future of the land north of the new ramp at Emsworth Railway Station.  We agreed that it should be left 
as a natural wildlife area and that the Friends of Emsworth Waysides should monitor and maintain it.  
This is splendid news as this site promises to be one of our best waysides with a fantastic range of wild 
flowers on a poor soil base.  We have already logged 91 species, including the best crop of Marsh 
Woundwort in Emsworth, plus Sharp-leaved Fluellen and Small Toadflax.  See the waysides blog for all 
the news . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS-current.htm 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 29-30 – 16-29 July, 2012   
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 
Thursday 19th July – With blue sky and a respite from the rain, 14 Volunteers turned up wearing 
suitable footwear to withstand the thick mud and watery conditions. We were pleased to welcome two 
new recruits, Bob and Joan Lewis.  The vegetation had shot up again since the previous work session, 
so a further onslaught on the path edges was carried out, yielding bagfuls of huge butterbur leaves, 
nettles, wild rose and brambles. 
Dave, armed with his grappling hook, supervised the removal and return of a Tesco trolley from the 
river.  A team of strong men, led by Mike, tackled the huge fallen crack willow tree and sawed off large 
branches, which were encroaching onto the footpath.  Wally and Phil planted “Maureen’s Oak” north of 
the maturing Rowan spinney where it will compliment the nearby oak and willow trees.  Gaynor and 
Joan cleaned the interior of the sign-case where condensation was blurring the display and as an 
experiment inserted some silica gel.  A channel was dug alongside the south path to allow standing rain 
water to soak away.  Finally, the team worked on the Seagull Lane hedge to release it from the grips of 
convolvulus, nettles et al.   
We all enjoyed Pam’s supply of coffee, tea and biscuits and were able to chat in the sunshine at half 
time.   Report by Lesley Harris 

 
Next Volunteer Work Session is on Sunday 5th August meeting at the Lumley Gate 10 am through to 
midday. As usual, our mid morning break includes tea/coffee/biscuits and quite a bit of chat. 
 
Meadow Annual Cut 
As we get close to the end of July, it will be obvious to meadow visitors that our annual cut is going to 
be late this year.  The schedule we had agreed with our Contractor John Blamire was to cut according 
to our long-term ‘mosaic’ plan during the last two weeks of July, however, the early summer deluge of 
rain and flooding which we have all suffered has severely disrupted his planned programme of work. 
Consequently, we have agreed that he will do the work during the last 2 weeks of August and, because 
of the vigorous vegetation growth occurring, he will probably have to use labour intensive cutting 
methods.  The contractor will be paid through HBC Stewardship Funding and additionally, the group 
volunteers are scheduled to cut some of the more important areas using our power scythe and hand 
tools. We will give notice of this work and new recruits to work parties will be most welcome. 
 
Date for your Diary - Our Annual General Meeting has been arranged on 3rd October at the Emsworth 
Centre, South Street, Emsworth starting at 7 pm. Further details will be given shortly. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and 
available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local 
Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
The Hogweed show 
The Hogweed show is back on Brook Meadow and what a show it is!   A veritable 'forest'  of white 
flower heads is towering above the grasses, peppered here and there by mauve pockets of Creeping 
Thistle and pink flowers of Great Willowherb.  Look more closely and you will see the flower heads  
covered in red Soldier Beetles, variously engaged in feeding, fighting and mating.  They are sometimes 
called 'bloodsuckers' because of their colour, but they are harmless.  Also on the Hogweed you might 
well spot an attractive yellow and black Longhorn Beetle called Strangalia maculata, which are also 
common at this time of the year.   
 
Other Brook Meadow delights 
Less conspicuous than Hogweed are the newly emerging umbels of Wild Angelica which will soon rival 
the Hogweed in height if not in numbers.  Wild Angelica has rounder flower heads than Hogweed and 
smaller leaflets.  When crystallised the stems can be used as a cake decorations, but please don't try 
as they are much nicer in the wild.  Common Fleabane is another late flowering plant which will provide 
a great splash of yellow colour over the coming weeks.  Apparently, was used in the old days for 
keeping fleas away, so no fleas here!   If you are into grasses, then there is a very good crop of False 
Brome growing along the river bank on the north path.  And, if you find any Meadow Barley anywhere 
on the meadow please let me know.    PTO . . . . 
Butterflies  
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The warm weather over the past week or so has been most welcome for the butterflies.  Meadow 
Browns and Gatekeepers are now out in force on Brook Meadow and I don't recall having seen so 
many Skippers on the meadow before.  Most are Small Skipper, but with care one can find the odd 
Essex Skipper with jet black tips to its antennae.  Commas and Red Admirals have also been 
prominent and I saw my first Peacock for some while, an real stunner.   
 
Beautiful Demoiselle  
On Friday 27th July, while I was up-dating the display cases on Brook Meadow, I caught sight of a male 
Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo) perched on vegetation on the river bank opposite the 
Bulrushes.  It had solid dark blue wings with no sign of a band, which the more common Banded 
Demoiselle has.   Unfortunately, by the time I got my camera out it had flown into a tall Sycamore tree 
on the other side of the river, making a photo with my old 12x zoom camera almost impossible.  But I 
got one, clearly a Beautiful Demoiselle.   Beautiful Demoiselles are rare on Brook Meadow and this was 
only the second confirmed sighting of the year. 
 
Millpond news 
The two Great Black-backed Gull chicks on Slipper Millpond are now almost fully grown.  They spend 
their time swimming on the pond and lounging around on the rafts.  They occasionally get up to fly 
around for a couple of minutes, but to my knowledge have not left the pond.  The adults still keep a 
wary eye on them, but it should not be long now before they all finally leave the pond.  What an 
interesting experience it has been to see the development of the family over the past three months.   
Meanwhile, life on the pond is returning to normal with Cormorants occupying the centre raft and Coots 
tending their nest boxes.  The Coot family with 4 chicks are still together on Peter Pond and I have 
even seen a Mallard family with three ducklings.  Shoals of very large Grey Mullett can be seen 
swimming in the shallow water of the ponds.   
 
Millpond plant news 
Sea Club-rush is in full flower along the west bank of Slipper Millpond.  The Millpond Association has 
done a really good job in transplanting this attractive sedge to stabilise the banks.  Perennial Sow-
thistle and Prickly Lettuce are flowering well on the millpond banks and today I saw my first Golden 
Samphire flowers.  I was helping Gavin Miller with a plant survey on the east bank of Slipper Millpond 
on July 26th when Gavin pointed out a number of Creeping Thistle plants with pure white flowers.   
They are normally purple.  My first thought was that they were just dying flowers, but they all looked just 
like the normal flowers except that they were white.  I found the answer in Francis Rose who informed 
me that the florets of Creeping Thistle can be mauve or white!   
 
Other news 
Caroline and Ray French Ray had a Stag Beetle in their garden North Emsworth on July 25th.  Caroline 
got a nice photo of it as it crawled around on their plants, scaled the garage wall and walked across the 
roof, before finally flexing its wings a few times and taking off. A handsome insect and a good climber!   
On the same day, Mike Wells had a visit from a Dewick's Plusia moth to his home in Cowplain.  This is 
a very rare immigrant moth from mainland Europe.   
John Vickers had a strange creature on his garden patio, which looked at first like a white Black Slug.  
Yes, they do exist!  However, Ralph Hollins solved this one.  It was probably the early stage of a 
bracket fungus or possibly a Slime mould.   
I had just about given up on Swifts this year, but there has been a late surge in them in Emsworth over 
the past couple of weeks with up to 10 flying around the houses where I live in Bridge Road.  These are 
probably birds fattening up on a sudden glut of insects before continuing their long journey back to 
Southern Africa.  The fine weather has probably delayed their migration.   
 
A new Emsworth wayside?   
There are plans to create a new wildlife area on the waste ground just north of the new ramp at 
Emsworth Railway Station.  I did a quick survey last week and was delighted to find a wonderful galaxy 
of wild flowers already growing there, including the best crop of Marsh Woundwort that I have ever 
seen in the local area, with around 200 flowering spikes, as good as any orchids.   In total I logged 56 
plants.   There really is no need for any extra seed sowing as there must already be a massive native 
seed bank just waiting to colonise the area surrounding area.  Southern Railway are keen for it to 
become part of the new ERA/SR Community Partnership and the Friends of Emsworth Waysides would 
be happy to adopt the area as an exciting new wayside.  So watch this space!    
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm  
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 27-28 – 2-15 July, 2012   
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session – Sunday 1st July – On a sunny Sunday morning twelve volunteers met at the Lumley 
gate. Maurice Lillie welcomed everyone and explained the session tasks as follows: - 
Litter Picking - from paths, sides of all paths beside and in the river, Palmers Road copse and Seagull 
Lane and the path that runs along the south of the south meadow. Lesley and Maureen offered to carry 
out this, not always very pleasant task but a necessary one. They collected two bags of rubbish. Lesley, 
armed with bucket and cleaning materials, cleaned the display cases, as litter picking progressed 
around the field. It was observed that a pathway behind the rubbish skips and factory units was 
becoming used as what appeared to be a den. Litter mainly from food packaging was abundant. Wally 
agreed to notify the Council. 
Path clearance: - Completing the north meadow was the first priority. Mike made two passes along the 
path from Lumley Gate towards the north meadow in response to some comments received from two 
separate people that is was becoming impassable. Then to the north meadow.  
The curved west path required a quick going over, the path up to 'Beryl's seat' and north along the two 
paths that run to the northeast steps and that to the west to the north bridge. The power scythe was put 
to good use by Mike and Phil with teams of shearers and baggers removing overhanging grasses and 
the continued invasion of nettles and thistles and transporting them to the main sacrificial area. 
Pam, Maureen and Jennifer liberated the Mountain ash saplings from the ever-encroaching vegetation. 
At 11.00 we broke for a most welcome cup of tea or coffee and snacked on delicious biscuits kindly 
provided by Pam and expertly served by Jennifer. 
Ute and Maureen and Debi and Nigel then continued with the last part of path clearance, raking and 
bagging areas already cut. Jennifer drove the power scythe to the curved west path and then to the 
south side of Mike's hedge to clear a space through the 150cm high nettles, to give the hedge a bit of 
space.  
Jubilee Hedge - Meanwhile on Seagull Lane patch, under the direction of Wally, Lesley, and Maureen 
cleared around the recently planted saplings of the Jubilee hedge, and then Pam, Richard and Ute 
spread mulch around the young oak saplings. 
Other jobs - We had hoped to clear around the Wild Cherry saplings and lay mulch, on the west side of 
the North meadow and similarly around the younger Alder Buckthorn at the north end of the south 
meadow, but sadly we ran out of time. 
No problems were encountered and it was good to have completed the maintenance work to all the 
permissive footpaths, after three fairly arduous sessions. The session finished at 12.00. Maurice 
thanked everyone for there sterling efforts; tools were all gathered together (the missing rake has still 
not appeared) and barrowed back to their store.   Report by Maurice Lillie 
 
Horse Riders on the Meadow – During the last week, one of our eagle eyed Members witnessed 2 
teenage girls going onto the Meadow on horseback and reported the event to Pam Phillips. A number 
of us confirmed the tell tale hoof marks and ‘deposits’ and so we took the following action. Clear notices 
were put at the Lumley Gate, the obvious and only way in and where hoof prints were visible, stating 
the Horse Riding is not allowed on the Local Nature Reserve. This action seems to have been effective 
but all Members are encouraged to report any sightings immediately as we must not allow any such 
use of the Meadow.    
 
Open Farm Eames Farm Thorney Island – Sunday 15th July – At last dry weather for a day so that 
this Chichester Harbour Conservancy event was very successful with 3 to 400 visitors attending. The 
BMCG stand offered a recipe of photo displays, books, leaflets and information chats with the many 
visitors who stopped by. Thanks to Pam Phillips & Rosemary Osborne for their support.  
 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Great Black-backed Gulls  
The pair of Great Black-backed Gulls that are nesting on the raft on Slipper Millpond have two very 
healthy and fast developing chicks, which have taken to the water, sometimes swimming around the 
raft under the watchful gaze of a parent.  They have also been flexing their wings and jumping up and 
down vigorously, though with fledging 55-60 days after hatching, we are not likely to see them in the air 
before the end of July at the earliest.  With the chicks now well developed the parents are far more 
relaxed about 'intruders' on the raft.  On Saturday afternoon I found no less than 5 Cormorants relaxing 
on the raft in company with the female gull and the chicks.  These are the first ever nesting Great 
Black-backed Gulls in Emsworth and we are very privileged to have such magnificent birds in our town.   
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Godwits return 
Following news of an early influx of migrant Black-tailed Godwits, Richard Somerscocks went looking 
for them around the local area today (July 15), including Pulborough Brooks, Pagham Harbour and 
Fishbourne Channel.  His best haul was back in Emsworth Harbour where he counted 72 on the 
mudflats and he wondered if this was a record for mid July.   In fact, Godwits regularly return to 
Emsworth (east harbour) in mid-July, my record is 97 on 17-Jul-00, though I do have a number of good 
counts above 50 at this time of the year.  Richard got a nice shot of a flock in flight over the town.   
 
Brook Meadow plants 
I do not need to tell you, but Brook Meadow is very very wet!  The grasses have largely taken over, but 
flowers are still popping up here and there, albeit a bit later than usual.  Newly flowering on the Lumley 
area are Wild Carrot, Square-stalked St John's-wort, Red Bartsia, Perennial Sow-thistle, Common 
Fleabane (just), Sharp-flowered Rush and Blue Water Speedwell (by the stream).  As always, the large 
flowers of Hogweed provide an attractive hunting ground for myriads of red Soldier Beetles.   
There is a very good flowering of Black Horehound along the extension of Seagull Lane towards the 
railway arch, but there's no sign of the Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea, which has been regular on the 
Seagull Lane patch for many years.  Likewise, I have not been able to find Marsh Woundwort or 
Meadow Barley anywhere on the meadow.   
 
Insects 
Butterflies emerge in brief periods of warm dry weather and the following have all been seen on Brook 
Meadow: Meadow Brown, Red Admiral, Comma, Ringlet (including 2 mating), Marbled White, Large 
White, Holly Blue, Large and Small Skipper.  Meanwhile, Richard Somerscocks had the honour of 
being the first to see a White Admiral in Hollybank Woods on July 8, along with several Silver-washed 
Fritillaries.   
My son took a photo of two Bumblebees mating on his garden patio on July 6, something I have never 
witnessed.  (Photo on web site).  Entomologist Bryan Pinchen said they were Bombus hypnorum (Tree 
Bumblebees) and said seeing them mating was very rare, he himself has only seen this on two 
occasions.   He was pleased to hear at least one Bumblebee nest has succeeded this 'summer' when 
generally numbers have been well down everywhere. 
 
Other news 
Richard Somerscocks was surprised to see a family party of Grey Partridge on the Wickor Bank on 
West Thorney.  This is worrying as there is little escape for the chicks with the harbour on one side and 
the canal on the other.   
The magnificent Strawberry Tree which has been such a feature on the east bank of Slipper Millpond  
is dying.  It has lost all its leaves and looks in a sorry state.  The same happened to the Strawberry 
Tree in the garden of Tenerife Cottage in Bath Road.  Are these trees particularly vulnerable?   
 
Plantlife Campaign for Verges  
The charity Plantlife have launched a UK campaign called 'Flowers On The Edge' which is completely 
in harmony with our Emsworth waysides project.  Their aim is to put an end to the devastating loss of 
wildflowers on our road verges, urging councils to better protect and manage road verges.  The 
campaign was launched after the charity was inundated with complaints from people horrified and 
upset to see verges mown down almost as soon as the flowers appear.  Their web site enables you to 
have your say, tell them about the verges in your area, rate your council, send a photo for the gallery 
and sign a petition.  I have presented the Emsworth waysides project as a case study.   
Plantlife web site . . . http://www.plantlife.org.uk/about_us/news_press/flowers_on_the_edge/ 
 
Emsworth Waysides news 
We are lucky in Havant in having a Council sympathetic to the wildlife importance of roadside verges.  
The astonishing progress of the 19 Emsworth waysides over the past three years has demonstrated 
beyond doubt the value of not cutting during the growing season.  To date the waysides plant list 
stands at 310 species and new plants are being added every week.  Among the new plants added this 
year were Common Spotted Orchid, Bee Orchid, Marsh Woundwort, Large-flowered Evening Primrose, 
Corn-cockle, Hairy Buttercup, Enchanter's Nightshade and Annual Pearlwort.   Flowers attract insects 
which in turn attract birds, so we have created a whole ecological system on our doorsteps!   
For the details of the wayside plants and photos a waysides diary 'blog' see the web site at . . . 
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 25 & 26 - June 18 - July1 ,  2012  
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 
Thursday 21st June - After all of the rainfall on the Meadow in recent weeks, the 10 volunteers were 
thankful for a dry morning albeit dull and grey but reasonably warm. The main job for the day was to cut 
back the vigorous vegetation growths along the occasion paths, resulting from the warm wet weather. 
Maurice set to with the Power Scythe in the south meadow with raking up, bagging and hauling shared 
by Lesley, Pam, Ute, Phil, Mike and Dave, making all paths more visitor friendly. Both the south 
meadow entrance area and notice boards were cleared of overhanging foliage for better visitor access.    
Meanwhile, Gaynor and Maureen did the very important litter pick, which yielded the usual huge 
amount, so keeping the whole site clear. Mike retrieved a large ‘diversion sign’ from the river and 
unloaded it onto some reluctant HBC workmen who happened to be in Palmers Road car park. 
After the refreshment break provided by Pam, Phil took over the Power Scythe and cut his way along 
the westerly occasional path and thereby onto the Seagull Lane patch, where the team did a similar tidy 
up job on the entrance area and Interpretation Board access. Phil then cut an access path along the 
whole length of the western boundary native hedgerow with some difficulty, due to the massive 
undergrowth. This path will enable later tending of both the older and the newly planted hedgerow 
whips in their protective tubes. The Jubilee Oak saplings were also tended ready for mulch to be 
applied. 
More path cutting led the Power Scythe back to the site of the ‘layed hawthorn hedgerow’ in north 
meadow, now virtually hidden by foliage growths. Mike was entrusted with cutting an access path while 
the remaining team members pulled cleavers and nettles away, revealing the really fine result of the 
regrowing hawthorn, including its fruits. Many thanks to all volunteers for their effort and dedication. 
 
Havant Goes Greener event on 23rd June 
BMCG shared a Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) stand together with Havant Borough Tree Wardens 
(HBTW), where we displayed our Photographic Panels, sold Wildlife ID Guides and our History of 
Brook Meadow booklet. Additionally, membership application forms and Meadow Guides were given to 
many interested people.  From a report by Frances Jannaway, who represented BMCG and HBTW. 
  
Open Farm – Sunday 15th July, Eames Farm Thorney Island 
The Chichester Harbour Conservancy (CHC) has organised an interesting day of activities to introduce 
this new facility to the public, including walks, tractor rides, food market, cookery demonstrations and 
many other activities involving local businesses and organisations. Opening time is 10 am thru to 3 pm 
and BMCG will be represented with a display of our works and wares. For further information contact 
CHC on 01243 513275 or look on-line at www.conservancy.co.uk  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, 
now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 
01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is 
wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Nesting problems 
The exceptionally cold wet weather in May and June has not been good for nesting birds and many of 
our small breeding birds will have suffered.  However, we have had a good flow of young birds visiting 
our garden, so some have survived.  Swifts are also having problems; we usually see parties of them 
screaming around the houses in Emsworth, but not this year.  Swallows and House Martins are also 
abandoning nests, so it could be a poor year all round.   
The gull and tern colonies in Langstone Harbour have failed again, mainly due to high tides and bad 
weather, though warden Chris Cockburn is hopeful for an extended breeding season into August or 
even September.   I hear too that Pulborough Brooks have had their worst ever flooding.   
 
Great Black-backed Gulls  
However, the Great Black-backed Gulls, nesting on the Slipper Millpond raft in Emsworth, have come 
through relatively unscathed.  The two adults are carefully tending their two remaining chicks which can 
be seen moving around the raft and flexing their wings.  With fledging 55-60 days after hatching, we are 
unlikely to see the youngsters flying before the end of July.  These are the first ever nesting Great 
Black-backed Gulls in Emsworth and we are very privileged to have such magnificent birds in our town.   
House Sparrow recovery? 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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BTO Garden Birdwatch scheme says House Sparrow numbers are approaching a six-year high 
following a big drop that occurred in the middle of last decade, following an outbreak of the disease 
trichomonosis, which caused the death of many Greenfinches and Chaffinches.  Since 2008 a 
noticeable, steady upturn in GBW counts has been recorded.  There certainly seems to be a good 
number chirruping away in thick hedges when one walks around Emsworth.   
 
Brook Meadow plants 
Mooching around the meadow on June 27, I found Common Knapweed coming into flower on the 
Lumley area.  Square-stalked St John's-wort is prominent nearby, not in flower, but with distinctive 
reddish stems.  The native Hedge Bindweed is also flowering for the first time as is Creeping Thistle.   
The rushes are out on the Lumley area including both Jointed Rush (Juncus articulatus) and Sharp-
flowered Rush (Juncus acutiflorus).   The latter is taller and more robust.  There is also a good patch of 
Toad Rush near the "Lumley puddle", but there's no sign of Saltmarsh Rush.   
While I was mooching, a lady and gentleman stopped to praise the meadow for its beauty and 
peacefulness.  I explained what a lot of hard work had gone into the site over the years by the 
conservation group and they were very appreciative.  Good work everyone!   
 
Hollybank Woods finds 
On June 20 I discovered a good site for wood-rushes in Hollybank Woods near the southern Bluebell 
area, including both Heath Wood-rush and Dense-headed Heath Wood-rush.  I also found a number of 
slender willowherbs in the newly cleared area near the Jubilee hedge which I thought at first were 
Marsh Willowherb (Epilobium palustre), but BSBI Recorder Martin Rand corrected this to Short-fruited 
Willowherb (Epilobium obscurum).  I was not disappointed since Short-fruited Willowherb is a new plant 
for the Hollybank Woods list and for me!    
 
Insects 
The weather has badly affected insect activity which is still low in spite of all the lush vegetation.  
Richard Somerscocks had a good haul of butterflies on Brook Meadow on a warm June 30 with 
'masses of Meadow Browns', plus Comma, Large Skipper and Red Admiral.  He also had the first 
Ringlets of the year along with Marbled White by Peter Pond.   Gatekeeper should be next one out.    
In Hollybank Woods, Richard saw some male Silver-washed Fritillaries, but did not see any White 
Admirals though it might still be a bit early for them.  Richard also saw an interesting dragonfly in the 
woods which he thought could be a rare Downy Emerald.  Having seen the photo, Ralph Hollins agrees 
it could well be a female Downy Emerald with short straight anal appendages and lacking the 'wasp 
waist' of a male.  Richard's photo is on the Emsworth blog for June 30.    
 
Southern Marsh Orchids 
Wild flowers have generally suffered in this cold and wet spring, but Southern Marsh Orchids seem to 
have liked the weather.  Nigel Johnson and the Havant Wildlife Group counted an astonishing 7,685 
flower spikes on Langstone South Moor on Saturday 24 June.  The count was about 1,000 down on 
last year, but numbers remain very high for this site.  This is probably due to controlled grazing of the 
area.  I have not heard about the Fishbourne Meadows count which is usually around 500 spikes.  
Meanwhile. here on Brook Meadow we had 10 this year, but you have to start somewhere!   
 
Other orchid news 
As usual, Portsdown Hill is probably the best place locally to see wild orchids in some numbers.  The 
areas around Forts Widley and Purbrook are particularly rich in Common Spotted and Pyramidal 
Orchids.    Orchids have also been popping up on some of our waysides which the Council have not 
been cutting.   We have had two Bee Orchids on the wayside at the junction of New Brighton Road and 
Horndean Road.  Also, two Common Spotted Orchids are out on the path leading to the allotments from 
Beacon Square, and that is after just one season of no cutting.  More to follow?   
 
Grasses 
Grasses have loved the wet weather and are growing vigorously on Brook Meadow and elsewhere, so  
now is a good time to test out your grass identification skills.  My favourite grassland is the little area in 
Emsworth Recreation Ground behind the bowling club where the scarlet inflorescences of Creeping 
Bent-grass blend in with the pink panicles of Yorkshire Fog and the pale cylindrical flower heads of 
Timothy.  Well worth having a walk through this area.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 23-24, June 14-17, 2012 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Sunday 10th June –  Report by Mike Probert 
Despite the Jubilee-induced delay of one week from the usual schedule and the promised rain from 
deep-clouded skies, a very creditable total of ten volunteers appeared by the Lumley gate. The team 
included a new volunteer, Frank, and his well-behaved chocolate Labrador.  Following unprecedented 
massive growth of all vegetation on the Meadow in the recent, and all too brief, ‘hot spell’, the main 
purpose of the morning was to clear, and make passable, the occasional paths. The plan was to follow 
the Power Scythe and handcraft and clear the paths. The Power Scythe unfortunately had other ideas 
and failed to respond to Maurice’s extensive cajoling. So with great delight and shears of mixed ability 
the bulk of the team set to cutting said paths by hand in the South Meadow. The combined muscle 
power created a veritable ‘Green Gym’. 
In the meantime, Dave removed a wooden pallet that had been dumped by ‘Beryl’s seat’ and, under 
Lesley’s expert guidance, Frank collected a bag or two of litter from Palmer’s Road Copse. Nigel also 
cleared the down-hanging branches from the tarmac path outside the South boundary of the Reserve, 
thus not only cheering up all those Emsworthians who had been dodging them for the past week or so 
but also doing the hard-pressed Council a favour at a stroke! 
Jennifer provided a most welcome ‘cuppa’ and biscuit in a light shower at the mid-task break and it was 
then difficult to restrain the team from proceeding to cut the paths in the North Meadow. Nigel and 
yours truly cleared some Willow branches that had fallen across the path in the Palmer’s Road Copse, 
lopped some down hanging branches from the same area and trimmed the Hawthorn at the Water Vole 
observation point.   
By the end of the task, the occasional paths were pronounced ‘passable’, together with the ‘hard’ paths, 
which had been trimmed where necessary – a clear demonstration that there was still a place for hard 
work with hand tools when machines failed!  
It should finally be noted that, in light of his experience with short, hand shears, Tony kindly donated 
some long-handled shears to the Group’s tool store immediately after the task!     
  
Brook Meadow Website and Information Signcases  - Jane Brook is now underway in her new role 
as our Website Manager and I’m sure will be pleased to receive inputs from all of our regular 
contributors, plus hopefully, some new ones. Please contact Jane at jane.brook@chichester.ac.uk    
We continue to look for help in maintaining the BM Signcases and would welcome contacts from any 
members who are interested in helping us maintain and develop Brian’s legacy. Initial contacts should 
be to myself on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 
Havant Goes Greener event on 23rd June – This event takes place in Havant Park on Saturday 23rd 
June and there will be a stall to highlight all of the local Nature Conservation group activities. Frances 
Jannaway will be representing BMCG, will display our various offerings and hopefully, raise some funds 
for us, so please try to support this very worthwhile event..  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and 
available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local 
Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Millpond news 
The cold wet weather over the past two weeks has been bad for nesting birds.   Our Great Black-
backed Gulls nesting on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond lost one of their chicks, but the remaining 
two chicks look fine and healthy and can often be seen moving around the raft and being fed by their 
very attentive parents.   They seem to be fairly tolerant of Cormorants, but a visiting Lesser Black-
backed Gull got short shrift and Grey Herons are always chased off.   In fact, I was buzzed on two 
occasions by the male bird when I was looking through my scope at the chicks from Slipper Road.   
The resident Coots on Slipper Millpond are having to keep their heads down in the presence of these 
very large and powerful gulls.  All three nest boxes are currently occupied with Coots sitting for second 
broods, though I fear their fate will be no different from the first.  Over on Peter Pond, a Coot is already 
making use of David Gattrell's new floating raft for a nesting platform, well away from the gulls!   
Meanwhile, the Mute Swan pair just swan around, playing at nest building, even laying an occasional 
egg!   
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Brook Meadow flowers 
Southern Marsh Orchids have looked very fine on the north meadow this year, but are now starting to 
fade.  We are now up to 10 from the two that were planted in June 2007.  Some way to catch up with 
the hundreds on Fishbourne Meadows and the thousands on the South Moor, Langstone.  Common 
Spotted Orchids have been struggling for life in the lush grass growth, but a small group of 7 have been 
located.  Bee Orchids are difficult to find, even if we have any this year.    
An interesting variety of wild flowers have sprung up where the brambles were cleared on the Seagull 
Lane patch, including Scented Mayweed (very sweet aroma), Lesser Swine-cress (cressy smell) and 
Common Fumitory (not seen on the meadow since 2008).  The first white trumpets of Large Bindweed 
are now out in the same area and an Opium Poppy has struggled through the mass of vegetation.  
 
Grasses 
Meanwhile, the grasses are growing vigorously all over Brook Meadow, dominated by Tall Fescue, 
False Oat-grass, Yorkshire Fog, Rough Meadow-grass, Barren Brome, Soft Brome, Meadow Foxtail 
and Timothy.  I was pleased to re-discover the scarce Smooth Brome (Bromus racemosus), a meadow 
indicator species, which differs from the common Soft Brome by its longer panicles, around 15cm.   
 
Insects 
The cold windy weather has not been good for butterflies, though the first Large Skipper and Meadow 
Brown have been seen by Richard Somerscocks (and photographed - see web site) on Brook Meadow, 
a bit later than usual this year.  Damselflies have also been flying with Banded Demoiselles particularly 
prominent, along with Large Red, Blue-tailed and Azure.  We have also seen the Beautiful Demoiselle 
again.  No dragonflies apart from Broad-bodied Chaser.   
 
Bird news 
A Cuckoo can still be heard calling, and some times seen, in the bushes on North Thorney.   We had a 
visit from a pair of Bullfinches to our garden feeders on two occasions recently; probably failed 
breeders.  A rather fine Glossy Ibis has been showing well on Farlington Marshes over the past two 
weeks.  Chris Cockburn reports another bad year for breeding gulls and terns on the RSPB islands in 
Langstone Harbour, mainly due to exceptionally high tides and storm force winds which have washed 
away most of the nests.  This follows a poor year last year due to fox predation.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
 

WAYSIDES NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
1. The verges to the east of the Warblington Underpass continue to be amazingly productive of new 
plants and this week I found several new plants including Squirrel-tail Fescue a grass which I had never 
seen before.  It is not rare, but is a nice one with thin green stems and spikelets with long awns.    
2. The small wayside at the north end of Christopher Way is host to two very rare plants for Hampshire.  
Knotted Hedge-parsley (Torilis nodosa) flowers unobtrusively along the edge of the pavement and Wild 
Clary (Salvia verbenaca) has prominent blue flowers - and there are about 40 plants on the wayside.     
3. The wayside on the side of the Havant Road opposite Highlands Road, continues to receive harsh 
comments about its unkempt appearance, but really it should be appreciated for its wonderful variety of 
grasses, including the unusual Smaller Cat's-tail (Phleum bertolonii), a smaller version of Timothy, 
which grows particularly well on the eastern verge of this wayside.   
4. The Bridge Road Wayside took a terrible battering in last week's storms which left the Westbrook 
Stream like a raging torrent.  Our garden which backs onto the stream was totally flooded as was the 
car park and wayside verge.  Fortunately, the Bridge Road houses were not so badly affected as in the 
Nov 2010 flood, but houses in Victoria Road, where the stream goes under the road, were flooded.   
The web site has a 'blog' of recent news and photos, along with lists of plants and insects found on the 
waysides.  http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 
 
Hedgerow clearance 
West Sussex Highways carried out a severe hedgerow clearance on May 29 along the western side of 
Lumley Road.  Locals said it was the worst they had ever seen over 30 years and were upset that it 
was done at the height of the bird nesting season.  Why not leave it until the winter?  Also, no 
consideration had been given to the fact that this hedgerow is an important part of the Brook Meadow 
Nature Reserve. Apparently, the cutting was in response to a complaint about a car having been 
scratched!   I wrote to complain but did not get a satisfactory reply.   
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 21-22, May 21 - Jun 3, 2012 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Sessions 
Due to the ‘clash’ of our scheduled Sunday 3rd June work session with the various celebrations of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, we have rescheduled it to take place on Sunday 10th June. 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 10th June 7 and Thursday 20th June 
 
Herb Walk - Thursday 24th May 
On a beautiful balmy evening, twenty people came to hear Steve Taylor our local Herbalist, talk about 
the medicinal properties of plants in the Meadow.  We ate Willow and Meadowsweet leaves and learnt 
how to make nettle pudding.  The healing qualities of comfrey, clover, horsetail and cleaver were 
explained with anecdotes and historical references to the stars and folklore.  Three new Members were 
recruited and £53 was raised for the Conservation Group funds. We thank Steve for giving his time and 
considerable knowledge.  Report by Lesley Harris 
 
Brook Meadow Signcases & BMCG Website 
Following the announcement in the last issue that Brian Fellows will shortly relinquish responsibility for 
these important aspects of our Group activities, I am pleased to announce that Jane Brook, one of our 
founding Members, has agreed to become our Website Administrator. Jane is very active in the local 
conservation scene with the Hollybank Woods group and is already a close collaborator with Brian on 
the Emsworth Waysides project. We are fortunate indeed to have her established skills and capabilities 
added onto our team of active Volunteers.  
We continue to look for help in maintaining the BM Signcases and would welcome contacts from any 
Members who are interested in helping us maintain and develop Brian’s legacy. Initial contacts should 
be to myself on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 
Havant Goes Greener 
This event takes place in Havant Park on Saturday 23rd June and there will be a stall to highlight all of 
the local Nature Conservation group activities. Frances Jannaway has volunteered to represent BMCG, 
will display our various offerings and hopefully, raise some funds for us, so please try to support this 
very worthwhile event. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for 
BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally 
Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local Committee 
Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WAYSIDES NEWS - by Brian Fellows  
Waysides - 3 years old 
The Friends of Emsworth Waysides project is now in its third year and has undoubtedly been 
successful in promoting wildlife.  Jane Brook and I have done regular surveys of the 19 waysides that 
the Council agreed not to cut during the growing season.  We record all the plants we see, pick up litter 
and generally keep the sites tidy.   So far, we have logged a grand total of 300 species of plant on the 
waysides (which is not far short of the 328 species that are present on the Brook Meadow site).   
The fact that the plants are allowed to grow and flower on the waysides means they provide food and 
homes for insects, including bees and butterflies, so the project clearly is making a important 
contribution to increasing biodiversity in the local area.  But, how much better for wildlife it would be if 
all the verges were cut just once a year after the end of the growing season!   
See the waysides 'blog' for all the recent news.  The web site also has photos and lists of plants and 
insects found on the waysides.  http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 
 
Council good and bad 
Well done to West Sussex County Council for allowing the roadside verges to flourish without cutting.  It 
was a pleasure to drive along the A27 towards Brighton with masses of Oxeye Daisies and tall Hemlock 
lining the roadsides.  Pity our local Council had to cut the verges in Emsworth during the past week, 
which were equally resplendent.  But not well done West Sussex for severely cutting back the 
hedgerow along Lumley Road last week during the peak of the bird nesting season, apparently due to a 
complaint about a car being scratched!   

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
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Great Black-backed Gull nest 
Who needs Springwatch when we have our own exciting wildlife event right here in Emsworth?  A pair 
of magnificent Great Black-backed Gulls have nested on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond for the first 
time ever.  See web site for photos.  These are the largest of the British gulls and are rare breeders in 
our area. After 4 weeks of sitting on eggs on the exposed nest in the centre of the pond, often in very 
hot conditions, the gulls were rewarded when three chicks hatched on May 29.  The chicks are now 
growing fast and moving around, easy to see with binoculars.  The parents regularly regurgitate food for 
the chicks.  Fledging (ability to fly) does not occur for 55-60 days after hatching, which takes us to the 
end of July, though I expect we shall see the chicks testing their powers of flight before that date.   
 
Other nesting birds 
The resident Coots on Slipper Millpond have been resolute following the arrival of these very powerful 
gulls, despite having lost the first of their broods.  On one occasion I saw a Coot chase off one of the 
gulls which perched on its nest box.  The Coots will nest again and vigorously defend their young, but 
they are no match for a determined large gull.   
We have also had a couple of large Mallard families on Slipper Millpond.  One of 13 ducklings hatched 
on the patio of Brendan Gibb-Gray, but quickly disappeared.  However, the mum duck is back on the 
nest on the patio for another try, so watch this space!   The other family of 10 ducklings came from 
Lesley Harris's garden overlooking the harbour.  Lesley and her husband had the difficult task of 
conveying the ducklings over the garden wall into the harbour from where they made their way to the 
Hermitage Millponds, but they too seem to have gone the way of all flesh.   
 
Brook Meadow survey 
Botanists John Norton and Eric Clements visited Brook Meadow this afternoon (June 4) along with local 
naturalist Ralph Hollins.   Three new plants were discovered, taking the total Brook Meadow list 
(excluding bryophytes) to 338.   They included a Wych Elm tree on the east bank of the Lumley Stream 
and Common Wintercress on the east bank of the river opposite the observation fence.  But, best of all 
was a patch of One-glumed or Slender Spike-rush (Eleocharis uniglumis) - a good indicator of 
saltmarshes habitats - on the west side of the Lumley area.  They were impressed!   
They also discovered two interesting grasses growing out of the pavement in St James Road which 
were totally new to me; Water Bent (Polypogon viridis) and Fern Grass (Catapodium rigidum).  
Ten Southern Marsh Orchids are in flower on Brook Meadow which is a slight increase on last year.  
The other orchids should be out soon.  But Ragged Robin is very scarce on the meadow this year.   
 
Brook Meadow insects 
It has not been a good period of weather for insects.  There have been very few butterflies on the wing, 
apart from Speckled Woods in the shaded areas of Palmer's Road Copse and the occasional stunning 
Red Admiral.  However, damselflies have been flying, with Azure Damselfly first seen on May 24 and  
Large Red Damselfly and Banded Demoiselle on May 30.  But best of all was the Beautiful Demoiselle 
seen by Malcolm Phillips on June 2.   The male differs mainly in the having pure blue wings without the 
dark band of the Banded Demoiselle.  The first was recorded on the meadow in 2008 and again in 
2010, but not at all last year.   
 
School wildlife areas 
Last week I was invited by teacher Michelle to look around the wildlife area of St James Primary 
School, which had been locked for several years.  I thought the area was a little gem, packed with a 
galaxy of wild flowers and grasses with an exceptional variety of trees, a great educational facility for 
children to learn first hand about wildlife in a safe and controlled situation, rather than watch it second-
hand on TV.   Great for the children to pick flowers, grasses and leaves and bring them back to the 
classroom for admiration and identification.  I picked a nice bunch for Michelle to have on her desk.  We 
also saw several insects and a beautiful Red Admiral butterfly while we were there.   
 
Chichester Peregrines 
The four Peregrine 'chicks' in the nest on Chichester Cathedral are looking like real Peregrines.  Their 
white down has been replaced by the slate-grey flight feathers and they have barred underparts and 
dark moustaches.  Today, they were flexing their flight muscles with lots of wing flapping, so it cannot 
be long before they will launch themselves off the cathedral ramparts.  How exciting.  They are still on 
the live web cam at . . . http://www.chichesterperegrines.com/live-webcam.html    
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 19- 20 May 7-20, 2012 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 
Thursday 17th May.  On a cloudy and rather chilly morning seven volunteers came to wage war on the 
nettles.  In preparation for the Herb Walk by Steve Taylor the paths were trimmed with shears.  The 
stunning avenues of Cow Parsley alongside the raised pathway were left untouched, as were the few 
Cuckooflowers beside the bramble path.   
Rachel Moroney from The Conservation Volunteers (new name for BTCV) came to carry out the annual 
inspection for insurance purposes.  She was satisfied with our safety measures and will submit her 
report to Havant Borough Council.  They in turn send a cheque to cover our public liability insurance, 
which is well over £300.  Refreshments provided by Pam were much appreciated.   
Report by Lesley Harris.   
Photos are on the web site . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 10th June 7 and Thursday 20th June 
 
Visit by Emsworth Guides on Wednesday evening, 16th May 
Twenty four Guides and three Leaders had a great time on Brook Meadow.  They divided into four 
groups and carried out various conservation tasks.  The bindweed growing round the new hedge 
saplings was dug out, the young cherry and rowan trees were cleared of choking vegetation with 
shears and the sign cases were washed and the glass polished. 
Pam Phillips had created an entertaining Quiz which followed the boundaries of Brook Meadow and the 
girls collected wild flowers.  The most popular activities were paddling in the river in wellies by the North 
Bridge and looking for Water Voles.  The level of chatter was such that the sensible voles stayed in 
their holes. Thanks to Pam, Jennifer and Lesley for hosting the event. 
Report by Lesley Harris 
 
Brook Meadow Signcases & BMCG Website 
These two important avenues of Group publicity and communication have been designed and 
maintained solely by Brian Fellows (our founding Chairman) ever since the Group began in year 2000. 
The Signcase Displays have always been delightful and informative, being regularly updated with 
current happenings and using both Brian’s own photographs plus some contributed by other local 
wildlife photographers. Under Brian’s editorship, our Website has become very comprehensive, 
continues to attract a large number of ‘hits’ and was recently updated to include a useful ‘blog’ feature. I 
like to think that these have been ‘labours of love’ by Brian, however, all good things must come to an 
end eventually and he has recently told me that the time has come to ‘pass the baton’ to some new 
hand(s) and so relieve his heavy burden.   
BMCG has been fortunate indeed to benefit from his expertise and dedication to these tasks over many 
years and on behalf of all members, I do thank him most sincerely for these efforts. He has told me that 
he will be happy to help out with an orderly transfer of the work, as soon as suitable successor(s) can 
be found. 
At its next meeting, the Committee will be discussing these matters and would welcome contacts from 
any Members who are interested in helping us maintain and develop Brian’s legacy. Initial contacts 
should be to myself on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or wjn545@homecall.co.uk  
 
Reminder of Herb Walk - Thursday 24th May 
Final reminder that Local Herbalist Steve Taylor will host an interesting and informative walk / talk 
around Brook Meadow next Thursday 24th May, meeting in Palmers Road Car Park, near the 
interpretation board at 7 pm. The session is free to Members and £3 for non-members, giving Group 
Membership thru to August 2013. 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Great Black-backed Gull nest  
Great Black-backed Gulls are nesting for the first time ever on the centre raft on Slipper Millpond.  I had 
predicted May 20 as a possible hatching date, but there was no sign of anything happening when I 
visited the pond the pond today, but it must be close.  Both gulls were on the raft with the female sitting 
on the nest and the male standing imperiously nearby.   
Ominously, the Coot nest box on the same raft was empty with no sign of either the adult Coot or the 
chick that had been there the previous day. The barricade of twigs had been smashed down, indicating 
the nest had been predated.  Coots nesting on the other two rafts are sensibly keeping their chicks with 
them in the nest, not allowing them on the water where they would be vulnerable to the gulls.  
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Mute Swan nest failure 
I had hoped the Mute Swan pair on Peter Pond would make a go of it this year, but they built the nest 
much too low near the water level and it was swamped by a succession of high spring tides.   They are 
long-lived birds and, no doubt, will try again next year, but will they learn from this year's experience?  
 
Concern for Swifts 
Living in Bridge Road for the past 15 years, we always look forward to the annual visits of parties of 
Swifts, flying high in the sky and screaming around the houses, at this time of the year.  But this year, 
apart from some brief sightings, we have seen nothing.  Ralph Hollins has the same story to relate in 
Havant, where House Martins and Swifts used to be regular nesters, but no longer.   
Survey results from the British Trust for Ornithology confirm a steep decline in Swifts over the past 15 
years or so.  See . . . http://blx1.bto.org/birdtrends/species.jsp?year=2011&s=swift   
But there is hope!   'Concern for Swifts' is a small organisation trying to promote the provision of nesting 
sites for Swifts, as so many suitable cavities are being lost to redevelopment.   It is also carrying out 
surveys to clarify the breeding status of the species. See . . . http://www.concernforswifts.com/ 
 
Other summer visitors 
It looks like a good year for Nightingales.  I recorded a maximum of five songsters at the northern end 
of Marlpit Lane Woodmancote on May 13th  for the BTO Nightingale Survey.  This is quite exceptional 
and was the most I have ever heard at this site.  It augers well for the survey.   Turtle Doves have also 
been heard and seen in Marlpit Lane (along with a Nightjar), though they remain very scarce locally.   
Cuckoos might also be having a good year if local reports are anything to go by.  This is another bird 
that has been in sharp decline since the early 1980s, and is red listed for serious conservation concern.  
However, this year one has been waking residents up at 4.30am in the Lumley area and probably the 
same bird (and sometimes two) has also been heard and seen on Brook Meadow.   
 
Other bird news 
The four Peregrine chicks that hatched in the nest on Chichester Cathedral are growing fast.  They 
were ringed on the 15th of May by Graham Roberts to keep track of their movements when they leave 
the nest.  You can watch their progress on the live web cam at . . . 
http://www.chichesterperegrines.com/live-webcam.html  Fascinating!   
RSPB Warden Chris Cockburn reports a massive increase in nesting of Black-Headed Gulls on Hayling 
Oysterbeds - up from 500 in 2011 to 1000+ this year.  This is good news for the gulls, but bad news for 
the terns that used to nest on the Oysterbeds.  But Chris says they are trying in the main harbour.   
 
Brook Meadow birds 
Bird song has been a joy when walking through Brook Meadow this spring.  Robin, Wren, Blackbird and 
Song Thrush  have been particularly prominent.  Two Whitethroats are now singing along with at least 
three Blackcaps and three Chiffchaffs.  Blackcaps have also been turning up in gardens; listen for their 
short but rich and fruity song.  Nuthatch is a welcome newcomer to Brook Meadow this year.  Three 
pairs of Moorhens nested on the river, but there is no sign of any chicks.  
 
Spring flowers 
The roadside verges are burgeoning with wild flowers and grasses this spring and Havant Borough 
Council are to be congratulated in allowing this great spectacle to happen simply by not cutting.  
Maybe, the new Emsworth waysides project is setting the pace?   
On Brook Meadow, the avenue of Cow Parsley along the main river path from the north bridge is a joy 
to walk through, with the slightly aromatic lace-like flowers brushing your shoulders.  Buttercups are 
showing well in many areas and the leaves of Yellow Rattle are abundant over the orchid area with 
some flowers already open.  However, there is hardly any Common Sorrel and no Ragged Robin at all, 
which are usually out on the Lumley area at this time of the year.   
 
Grasses and sedges 
Grasses have shot up in the past two weeks on Brook Meadow and are now a glorious sight, 
particularly, Meadow Foxtail (tall cylindrical spikes), Tall Fescue (big clumps with one-sided spikes), 
Barren Brome (gracefully drooping) and Cocksfoot.  Meanwhile, the less conspicuous, but nationally 
scarce, Divided Sedge dominates the east side of Lumley area, where the attractive leaves of 
Silverweed cover the ground, with a few bright yellow flowers.   
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 17-18 Apr 23 - May 6, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session - Sunday 6th May 
Report by Jennifer Rye 
What a day!  With the temperature just struggling to reach 8 centigrade, the sky resolutely grey, and a 
light to moderate rain falling, seven stalwarts reported at the Lumley gate at 10 a.m. ready to work.  It 
was far too wet underfoot as well as in the air to attempt any cutting or other groundwork. Three 
volunteers trimmed along the raised causeway path, while the rest went ahead to the Seagull Lane 
patch, once more the target for the day. 
The main task was to remove stakes and tubes from the first planting of hedging along the lane, and 
trim back extra long shoots from these hedge plants to encourage good thick growth lower down. This 
took most of the morning, with one particular Dog Rose plant winning the prize for the longest trailing 
shoot - a good fifteen feet. Brian photographed it just for the record. Most of the plants are well 
established now; just a few needed support from a stake for a little longer. An inspection showed that 
all the new hedge plants planted on another memorably wet day in March are doing well.  We also 
removed the huge supports from the first oak planted there, as the trunk needs to learn to support itself. 
Nigel and Phil used the long pole saw to remove various webbing and ropes which were cutting into the 
overhanging branch of the Willow just north of the north bridge; swinging from that would be very 
dangerous as the River Ems is much too shallow to provide a safe splash-down. 
The coffee break was appreciated even more than usual on such a miserable day – thanks go to Pam. 
All the old tubes and broken stakes were ferried off to the tip by Wally, who returned later to collect the 
re-usable stakes for storage. 
One new volunteer, out with his dog, volunteered for future work sessions, so it was, in all, a very 
productive morning. Many thanks to our faithful volunteers who do not allow a bit of unseasonable cold 
to deter them from working on the meadow, so precious to us all.  
Photos of the work session are on the web page . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-
diary-2012.html 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 17th May & Sunday 10th June 
 
Herb Walk on Thursday 24th May – Local Herbalist Steve Taylor will host an interesting and 
informative walk / talk around Brook Meadow, telling about the ways he uses some commonly occurring 
plants in the treatment of his patients. Meet in Palmers Road Car Park, near the interpretation board at 
7 pm. The suggested donation is £3 for non-members, giving Group Membership thru to August 2013. 
 
Bat Surveys – For some years, Pat & Graham Walsgrove (P & G) have very kindly taken responsibility 
for the regular surveying and reporting upon the population of Bats in and around Brook Meadow, 
sometimes accompanied by the local Bat Expert Nik Knight. This surveying work has entailed 
observations during some rather unsocial hours during the summer months, due to the nocturnal habits 
of Bats. P & G have found that they are unable to continue with this most valuable work during 2012 
and so the Group are now seeking help from any interested Member(s) willing to have a go. P & G are 
quite prepared to pass on their knowledge and give training, using the Group ‘Bat Box’ recorders, also, 
we can ask Nik Knight whether he could join in such a training session. May I ask interested parties to 
contact myself Wally Osborne in the first instance on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by e-mail. 
I must take this opportunity, on behalf of the whole Membership, to thank P & G most sincerely for their 
dedication, resolve and expertise, both in observation and reporting. We hope and believe that they will 
remain Group Members and supporters. 

 
WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles 
Water Voles are having an exceptional year on Brook Meadow.   So many people have had good views 
of them, sometimes for the first time ever.   So far this year we have logged a record 162 sightings, 
from all areas of the river.  Water Voles have also been seen on the Lumley Stream.  We think there 
could be 6 or 7 breeding females on territory, so youngsters will also be on the move.  How lucky we 
are to have these very rare creatures living with us in Emsworth.   
Maurice Lillie saw a very small creature swim rapidly across the river in Palmer's Road Copse on May 3 
which, from his excellent description, must have been a Water Shrew, an animal which has not been 
seen on Brook Meadow since 30 April 2008 when Patrick Murphy spotted a very bedraggled creature 
on the river bank.  Local wildlife photographers have been having a field day with all these Water Voles 
and their wonderful images can be seen on the special Water Vole web page at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html 
Millpond news  
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Emsworth's millponds are busy places at this time of the year.  The Mute Swan pair struggled initially 
by building their nest too near the water on Peter Pond, but they are now seem to be getting their act 
together.  The pen can usually be seen sitting snugly on the eggs in the nest, while her mate patrols the 
ponds on the look out for intruders.  But the nest is constantly threatened by high spring tides.   
Meanwhile, over on Slipper Millpond, Coots are occupying all three nest boxes and we should expect to 
see chicks any day soon.  A Mallard hatched a family of 13 ducklings on Brendan Gibb-Gray's patio.  
Brendan released them into the pond after 36 hours.  However, yesterday what was probably the same 
family were down to just 5 ducklings.   
 
Great Black-backed Gulls  
A major event was the arrival of a pair of Great Black-backed Gulls on Slipper Millpond in mid-April.  
They have now settled in and the female sits on a nest on the centre raft on the pond, while the male is 
nearby keeping an eye on things.  These are rare nesting birds, with only five pairs recorded in the 
whole of Sussex in 2010, and never before in Emsworth.  However, they are large powerful gulls and 
will not tolerate other birds and will predate young birds.  They could have had Brendan's ducklings and 
I also fear for the safety of any Coot chicks.  Even the Cormorants are driven off.  But they are exciting!   
 
Summer visitors 
Our summer visitors are flocking in. Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps are already present on Brook Meadow  
along with at least one Whitethroat.  Cuckoos seem to be having a good year with two on north 
Thorney and another at Warblington.  Pam Phillips even had one singing for 20 minutes outside her 
house in The Rookery at 5.15am this morning!   Swallows are skimming over the millponds and, 
hopefully, Swifts should soon be screaming around the houses.   Paul Cooper tells me House Martins 
are back on his house in Funtington.  Are they also back in Westbourne?  Shall we ever see any ever 
again in Emsworth?     
Reed and Sedge Warblers are back at Thorney Deeps, but there is no sign of them on Peter Pond.  
Meanwhile, only one Nightingale remains in Marlpit Lane, where we had two. This probably means no 
more than one of the original birds moved on.  Still well worth a visit!  
 
Other bird news 
Up to three Moorhens usually nest along the River Ems on Brook Meadow.  One is already sitting in a 
prominent position immediately below the Water Vole observation fence.   
A Common Sandpiper has been on Slipper Millpond in the past week.  It is fairly regular summer visitor, 
though less so in recent years.  To my knowledge one has never nested here and this bird is likely to 
move on shortly.  It has a very characteristic fluttering flight just above the surface of the water.   
The Peregrines nesting on Chichester Cathedral hatched four chicks.  You can sit at home and watch 
them in the nest on a live web cam at www.chichesterperegrines.com  It's compulsive viewing!   
 
Spring flowers 
Generally, spring flowers have been slow, but there have been fine displays of Bluebells in local woods, 
but not so good this year in Hollybank.  I have not been to see the Early Purple Orchids, but they 
should be at their best.  Meanwhile, on Brook Meadow Cow Parsley is opening up along the raised 
paths, which will soon be glorious avenues of white lace to walk through.  White and purple-flowered 
Common Comfrey are out, but I have yet to see any Ragged Robin, though Ralph Hollins says it is out 
on the South Moor at Langstone.  Nor could I find any Common Sorrel, which is currently showing well 
on the Bridge Road Wayside.  The regular Brook Meadow sedges are now coming through with Divided 
Sedge and Distant Sedge both prominent on the Lumley area.   
 
Waysides news 
We have a glorious array of wild flowers coming up on our roadsides and pavements right now.  I have 
mentioned it before, but the display of Cuckooflowers on the Bridge Road Wayside has been 
exceptional.  Less spectacular, was the Swinecress (Coronopus squamatus), with tiny white flowers in 
bunches in the leaf axils, which Jane Brook and I found on the path leading to the Emsworth Recreation 
Ground from Washington Road.  Closer to my home, were three plants of Keel-fruited Cornsalad on the 
edge of the pavement of Bridge Road.  Who needs nature reserves when we have pavements?   
 
See the Emsworth waysides blog for an up date on the progress of the waysides  . . .  
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS-2012a.htm 
 
Emsworth wildlife blog - has all the latest local news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 15-16, Apr 9-22, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session  
Thursday 19th April - On a morning of April showers and sparse sunshine, just 6 volunteers turned out 
and we decided that it was the right time for a long delayed session of Tool Maintenance, plus just a 
few routine outdoor tasks.   
Lesley and Catherine volunteered to start with a full litter pick around the whole site and, eventually, 
returned with 2 bags pretty full.  The rest of us transferred all of the tools needing attention from 
Penny’s garage into Pam’s, most especially those in need of sharpening. Gaynor and Pam smoothed 
and oiled the wooden shafts of rakes, spades and various billhooks, whilst Mike and I cleaned, 
sharpened, repaired and lubricated our stocks of shears, loppers and billhooks.   
When the outdoor crew returned to base we broke for tea / coffee and were joined by Brian Fellows, 
who told us that he had just sighted a Water Vole on the Lumley Stream. The session wound up with a 
full Tool Inventory count, as we relocated the whole stock back into Penny’s garage, plus a quick 
outdoor job back on the meadow, building another dead hedge barrier to discourage public access 
down a slope near to some vulnerable native Cherry whips.   Many thanks to all volunteers and we’ll be 
hoping for better weather for the next sessions in May. 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 6thand Thursday 17th May 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Herb Walk on 23rd May – Please add this date into your diary and join local Herbalist Steve Taylor on 
the meadow at 7 pm for an interesting and informative walk and talk about the ways he uses some 
commonly occurring plants. More details to follow. 
Open Farm Day at Eames Farm – The Chichester Harbour Conservancy is planning this family event at 
Eames Farm, Thorney Island on Sunday15 July and BMCG will probably joining in the fun, together 
with other local Conservation Groups. More details to follow. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 
Brook Meadow video 
Just a reminder about that beautiful video created by Peter Milinets-Raby capturing some of the wildlife 
and the tranquillity of Brook Meadow. . .  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coSPVKt89mw  and one on 
Nore Barn . .  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXgvGdCyJpk&list=HL1329919690&feature=mh_lolz 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles 
What a great season this is turning out to be for Water Voles on Brook Meadow.  Another 24 sightings 
have been reported to me over the past 2 weeks, including a youngster, which takes the grand total for 
the year to 145.   We are now fast approaching the all-time record of 161 sightings in 2008.   They are 
most often seen in the area around the sluice gate, mainly from the observation fence in Palmer's Road 
Copse, but they are seen in all areas of the river.  I was surprised to see one swim across the Lumley 
Stream on April 19, which was only the second sighting this year from that area.   The constant 
presence of Brown Rats is a worry as they can take young Water Voles and spread disease, so the 
conservation group have plans to use traps to catch the rats which might help.  Also, of some concern 
is the presence of a Weasel on the river bank in recent days.   
All Water Vole sightings are logged on the special web page along with lots of excellent photos . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html 
 
Millpond news 
The lone Canada Goose remains on the town millpond where it has been for several months.   
The inexperienced Mute Swan pair on Peter Pond have built their nest far too low to escape the high 
tides.  At least four eggs have been laid, though they are not being properly cared for and are 
frequently left exposed to the elements.   There is little hope for them.   
In contrast, two Coots on Slipper Millpond are nesting in the boxes provided for them by the kind 
association on the floating rafts.  However, two huge Great Black-backed Gulls were on the pond this 
afternoon, which is not good news for any early Coot chicks.  More bad news from Gavin Millar who 
told me that the brand new sluice gates are still leaking and will need to be fixed.   
Nightingales 
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Nightingales are back in their traditional territory in Marlpit Lane at Woodmancote.  I heard two singing 
from the plantation on the east side of the lane north of the amenity tip on April 17.  Then Jane Brook 
and I heard what were probably the same birds during our first 'official' BTO Nightingale Survey this 
morning.  If you have not heard these wonderful songsters then do not miss out on this opportunity.  
You can actually sit in your car while you listen to them!   Things are even better at Pulborough Brooks 
RSPB Reserve, where, on a quick walk around the trail, warden Peter Hughes heard amazing seven or 
eight Nightingales not only singing well, but also showing well.   
 
Other summer visitors 
Cuckoos have also arrived.  Richard Somerscocks got a photo of two of them together on the electric 
cables over the track across north Thorney on Apr 21 - see the Emsworth blog.  Jane and I also heard 
one 'singing' at Racton this morning.  We might even get one on Brook Meadow, like we did last year?  
No sign of any Turtle Doves as yet, but Swallows are back in the stables on the old Marina Farm where 
they have nested for many years.  I was pleased to hear my first Whitethroat song of the year on the 
north Thorney track this morning.  They should be back on Brook Meadow soon.  The Cetti's Warblers 
are amazing along the north Thorney track, just like Mallorca!    
Sedge Warblers seem to be late on Thorney this year?  I have been listening intently for Reed Warbler 
on the reedbeds of Peter Pond, but have heard nothing so far.   
Other Thorney news includes a Marsh Harrier flying over the reedbeds of Thorney Little Deeps this 
morning and a Short-eared Owl in the same area during the week.   
 
Late Redwing?  
Penny Aylett told me she had two Redwings in her garden in The Rookery this morning.  At the time I 
thought this was very unlikely as Redwing were winter visitors and would surely be on their way back 
north by now.  However, when I got home, I consulted the Hampshire Bird Report for 2010 and was 
surprised to see there were six April records of Redwing totalling 28 birds for that year, so Penny's 
sighting is not as unlikely as I first thought.   
 
Brook Meadow plant news 
Cow Parsley is opening up along the main river path through Brook Meadow and will be a glorious 
spectacle of white lace in a few weeks time.  Southern Marsh Orchid leaves are showing on the east 
side of the north meadow beside the dead flower spikes from last year's plants which are still standing.   
I am amazed by the spread of the Sharp-flowered Rush leaves on the Lumley area this year.  To think 
this plant was unknown on Brook Meadow before 2009.  However, I still cannot find any decent growth 
of Divided Sedge or Distant Sedge on the Lumley area.  Sedges are slow this year.   
The upper male spikes of the pond sedges are now showing yellow anthers.  Those growing by the 
Lumley Stream are Greater Pond Sedge and those by the River Ems are Lesser Pond Sedge.   
The newly laid Hawthorn hedge on the west side of the meadow is looking very good, with fresh leaves 
and new flower buds.   
Incidentally, the best show of Cuckooflowers in town can be seen on the grass verge in Bridge Road 
car park, where nearly 700 were in flower on April 15.   There are hardly any out on Brook Meadow!   
 
Ash tree flowers 
The large Ash tree that grows on the railway embankment and overhangs the north river on Brook 
Meadow is currently festooned with both old seed 'keys' from last year and this year's fresh female 
flowers.  These attractive flowers are in clusters with reddish flask-shaped pistils on long stalks.  There 
are also the remains of the brown gnarled galls caused by tiny mites that feed on male flower clusters.  
I assume this Ash has both male and female flowers on the same plant.  The Ash saplings on the near 
river bank are probably seedlings from this main tree.   
 
Hollybank Woods 
I can highly recommend a walk in Hollybank Woods, not only for the magnificent bird song, but also to 
see the outstanding conservation work undertaken by volunteers over the past few months in clearing 
areas of bracken and scrub and in planting the new Jubilee hedgerow by hundreds of local children.  
The conservation work has also revealed a patch of the native and rare Lily of the Valley.  My special 
thanks to Andy Brook for solving a mystery of the hundreds of Oak shoots that litter the woodlands at 
this time of the year.  Grey Squirrels bite off these tips to drink the free flowing sweet sap.   
 
Web site - Keep up to date with all the latest news on the Emsworth Wildlife web site.  This is a 
community site with a daily 'blog' of local wildlife news and many great wildlife photos.   
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 13-14, March 26 - Apr 8, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session  
Sunday 1st April - On a sunny morning, 15 volunteers including a new worker Nigel Osborne, met at 
Lumley Gate and after the welcome, the nature of the tasks for the day were explained as follows: 
Litter picking - from paths, sides of all paths beside and in the river, Palmers Road copse and Seagull 
Lane and the path that runs along the south of the south meadow. Jennifer and Lesley offered to carry 
out this, not always very pleasant task and collected more than two bags of rubbish. 
Gaps between bramble patches – Place larger branches across the gaps in the north end of the north 
meadow to deter users from accessing the meadow from the raised path. Three places, one already a 
barrier but needed reinforcing. The other two had been blocked off in the past but had not provided a 
sufficient deterrent. Branches for this task were taken from cuttings left on the Seagull Lane patch by 
Council contractors and carried across he north bridge and along the north path to the infill sites. 
Further material was taken from the protective perimeter of the wild flower area in the north meadow as 
it had become embedded in the long grass. This task was carried out by the remaining 12 volunteers 
most efficiently and will be renewed later in the year.  
Watering the Jubilee Hedge saplings – Pam and Catherine nobly carried buckets of water from the Ems 
to the site of the newly planted saplings along Seagull Lane path. 
Two ‘Dead Hedge’ Tasks – Reinforce / repair the damaged old dead hedge just north of the 
sluice boards.  Start to create a ‘Dead Hedge’ at the south end of the ‘S’ bend.  The purpose is 
deter people and dogs having access to the bank and river at these important parts of the river 
where, in the case of the part near the sluice boards, water voles are inhabiting the banks. In 
regard to the second section, the bank has become overly bare and is a temptation to dogs and 
people to access the river.   
Method – Cut reasonably straight branches for uprights from various piles of nearby prunings and point 
them using billhooks. A steel pointed pin was first driven into the ground to make the process of driving 
in the uprights somewhat easier. The uprights were then driven into the ground. Long thinner branches 
were inter-weaved to create a successful barrier.  
The teamwork, a veritable production line of cutting and position uprights and weaving was so efficient 
that twice the length hedge was created than anticipated.  All work sessions are discussed beforehand 
and planned, this includes preparing a risk assessment, personal protection advice, selection and 
handling of tools, all of which is explained to volunteers before any work takes place.  
Report by Maurice Lillie.  Photos of the work session are on the Brook Meadow 'blog' at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 19th April and Sunday 6th May 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

 WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Large Tortoiseshell  
While cycling from Havant to Emsworth on March 30th, I had a once in a lifetime experience when I 
came across a very rare Large Tortoiseshell butterfly resting on one of the trees opposite the One-Stop 
store at Warblington.  Large Tortoiseshell is larger and darker than the common Small Tortoiseshell 
with an extra dark spot near the outer trailing edge of the forewing.  I took lots of photos (see Emsworth 
'blog') and was relieved when the sighting was confirmed by the Hants & IOW Butterfly Conservation.   
Large Tortoiseshell is now extinct as a breeding butterfly in this country, though we do get a few 
migrants from the Continent.  Interestingly, another Large Tortoiseshell was seen in Walter's Copse in 
Newtown Nature Reserve on the Isle of Wight on the same day, which there could a wave of migrants 
coming over the channel, but there do not appear to have been any other sightings.   
 
Other Butterflies  
Orange Tips, which over winter in the chrysalis stage, have emerged in force over the past week and 
have been seen in gardens, meadows and roadside verges.  The males are unmistakable with their 
orange wing tips, but both sexes have beautiful green mottled underwings.  They will lay their eggs 
mainly on Cuckooflowers and there are plenty of those around at the moment.   Other common 
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butterflies on the wing include Brimstone, Large White, Small White, Red Admiral, Peacock, Comma 
and Speckled Wood.  Holly Blue should be soon.    
Spring flowers 
Bluebells are out and there are some fine displays to see in local woodlands.  Ashling Wood near West 
Stoke is outstanding, but almost as good and closer to home is Hollybank Woods.  We should get to 
see them on the spring walk next Sunday - see below.   
Cuckooflowers are springing up around the town, but there is no better display than in the Emsworth 
wayside in Bridge Road car park where I counted an astonishing 320 plants on the grass verge by the 
stream, with about half of them already in flower.   
Meadow Foxtail grass spikes are showing well on the Westbourne Open Space wayside at the top of 
Westbourne Avenue.  They are only just starting to show on Brook Meadow.  In general, grasses seem 
a bit slow this year and Cocksfoot is the only other grass I have seen as yet.   Bulbous Buttercup was 
also flowering for the first time on the Westbourne Open Space.  
 
Spring walk in Hollybank Woods  
Next Sunday -15th April - 10am to 12 noon. Take a gentle stroll through this beautiful woodland 
listening for bird song and looking for spring flowers with Brian Fellows.  The Bluebells are out!   
Meet by the Hollybank Woods notice board at the top of Hollybank Lane.   
 
Other plant news 
Sharp-flowered Rush is all over the Lumley area of Brook Meadow.  It is astonishing how this plant has 
colonised this area since I first saw it here in 2009.  It is now far more common than Jointed Rush, 
which I recall having difficulty in finding any at all last year.  The leaves of both these rushes have 
cross-partitions which feel like ridges as you run your fingers down the leaf, but they are more spaced 
out in Sharp-flowered Rush (up to 2cm) than they are in Jointed Rush (less than 1cm).  The bright grey 
leaves of Silverweed are now dotted around liberally on the Lumley area.   
Our one and only Marsh-marigold on the river bank in Palmer's Road Copse is now in full flower.    
The long yellow catkins of the Basford Willows in Palmer's Road Car Park are cascading onto the 
ground.  Oil-seed Rape plants are springing up on the roadsides around the town, their magnificent 
yellow flowers brightening up any dull spring day.  They lose the impact when in a vast farm field.  
 
Water Voles 
Vole sightings have slowed down slightly over the past two weeks, as the females settle into their 
underground burrows to nurture their families.  However, I have still had 20 more sightings from all 
along the river, probably mostly of males moving from one female territory to another.   
 
Millpond news 
The new sluice gates were finished on time at the southern end of Slipper Millpond (April 5th), which 
means the water is now held in the pond at all states of tide.  This is much to the relief of the nesting 
Coot which were seriously inconvenienced by the lack of water, though the female was back on its nest 
on the northern raft this afternoon.  As for the Mute Swan pair, they seem content to amble around on 
Peter Pond eating the bread offered to them.  They had one attempt at a nest in the north west corner 
of Slipper Millpond, which did not have a hope.  They are clearly an inexperienced pair and probably 
will not manage to nest this year.    
 
Other bird news  
As for the summer migrants, Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps are here in force and can be heard in Brook 
Meadow, Hollybank Woods and many other suitable areas.  We can expect the first Whitethroats on 
Brook Meadow around April 20th.  I shall be taking part in the national Nightingale survey and am 
hoping to hear some in the usual places.  I will keep you posted.   
Meanwhile, Malcolm Phillips has been watching the birds that regularly come to bathe in the shallow 
water where the River Ems emerges from beneath the railway in the far north-east corner of Brook 
Meadow.  They include Robin, Dunnock, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Song Thrush, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-tailed Tit and Coal Tit.  See the web 'blog' for Malcolm's photos.   
 
Fish nest 
Brown Trout are a fairly common sight in the river on Brook Meadow, but while clearing the river of litter 
during a work session Debbie Saunders discovered a partially flattened cider can with a Bullhead inside 
it and a cluster of orange eggs laid in an indentation. See the photo on Emsworth blog for April 1st.   
 
Web site - Keep up to date with all the latest news on the Emsworth Wildlife web site.  This is a 
community site with a daily 'blog' of local wildlife news and many great wildlife photos.   
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 11-12, March 12-25, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Thursday 15th March  
Despite the wet Sunday experienced on 4th March, we had 9 trusty Volunteers on a much more 
pleasant day. The main job selected was in Palmers Road Copse where the extensive tree surgery 
work on several large Crack Willows had left us with much debris to clear up and 3 piles of wood 
chippings to move. The whole group joined together to ‘barrow’ the chippings onto the winding path 
alongside the river, for raking out into a smooth soft surface, very pleasant to walk upon. After the 
welcome refreshment break, we decided to cover over and disguise the one felled trunk with collected 
brushwood, because it had already begun to be used as a ‘drinking den’, with bottles and cans. 
We then moved to the main meadow and the river ‘S’ bend area where Pam Phillips had noted a lot of 
new access paths coming onto the exposed western river bank, from the Industrial Estate. The 
volunteers with ‘wellies’, crossed over and built a series of brushwood barriers to discourage access 
whilst the remainder of us created a new brushwood barrier on the eastern bank to prevent dog access 
at that point, so that new spring undergrowth can flourish. 
Another excellent effort by all of the Volunteers, finished off when Mike walked over to the Seagull Lane 
patch to check on the new hedgerow plants and trees where he found that all was well but unless we 
get some rain soon, hand watering will be necessary.   
 
Photos of the work session are on the Brook Meadow 'blog' at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 1st & Thursday 19th April 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and 
available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local 
Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 
Tony Wilkinson 
It is with great sadness that we have to report the sudden death of Tony, late last week. He was one of 
the early members of our group, served enthusiastically on the Committee for many years and was 
often seen working hard at our Volunteer work sessions, despite suffering health problems from time-to 
time. Just a few weeks ago, together with Pam, he helped with the setting up the Jubilee Tree Planting 
event in the pouring rain, dedication personified. Our very sincere condolences are offered to Pam, 
their children, grandchildren and the wider family plus friends. He will be sorely missed by all of us. 
 
Brian Fellows has added his own appreciation of Tony, along with a selection of photos of Tony at work 
on the meadow, on a special page the Brook Meadow Conservation Group web site . . .   
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-tony-wilkinson.html 
Brian will add any other appreciations to the web page  
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
 

Brook Meadow video - My friend Peter Milinets-Raby has created a beautiful video, capturing some of 
the wildlife and the tranquillity of Brook Meadow. There are great shots of the Nuthatch at the nest hole 
on the north path and the Treecreeper in Palmer's Road copse.  Both could be firsts for the meadow. 
There is also a nice shot of the now departed Water Rail.  Sadly, Peter was unable to get any decent 
shots of the Water Voles for the video.  See YouTube at . . . 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coSPVKt89mw 
Just in case you missed Peter's equally brilliant video about Nore Barn, Emsworth here is the link . . . 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXgvGdCyJpk&list=HL1329919690&feature=mh_lolz 
 
Emsworth railway station - The refurbished waiting room at Emsworth Railway Station was officially 
opened on March 15 by the Mayor of Havant. Photos are on the Emsworth web site for March 15.  The 
opening was due to the determined efforts of Lorraine Clode of the Emsworth Residents Association in 
co-operation with Railway Officials and many local volunteers.   There is a brand new notice board in 
the waiting room of local wildlife photos.  Take a look next time you are on the station.   
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Water Voles 
Voles are still being seen along the river on Brook Meadow with another 24 sightings being reported in 
the past two weeks to take the total for this year, so far, to a staggering 104.  Over half the sightings 
have been from the observation fence in Palmer's Road Copse, though an increasing number are 
coming from the south bridge.  Look carefully at the low east bank of the river for movement.  My 
feeling is that the female voles have settled into their breeding burrows after the initial skirmishing and 
we are mainly seeing males moving between the female territories.  A couple of Brown Rats have been 
seen by the tunnel under the railway, but that is well clear of the main Water Vole activity areas.   
 
Bird news 
I think the Water Rail which has been on the river on Brook Meadow for the past month has finally 
moved on.  It has not been seen since March 19, despite a lot of searching.  A nice bird to have.  It is 
probably now heading north to breeding grounds, or even across the North Sea to the Continent.   
Carrion Crows have a  nest at the top of a tall Crack Willow tree on the east bank of the river north of 
the south bridge.  The diseased Magpie is still alive and quite perky, despite having no feathers on its 
breast and not many on its wings.   
Chiffchaffs are singing all over the place - even in my back garden!  But I have yet to hear a Blackcap.   
Patrick Murphy had a nice surprise when he saw a Red Kite soaring directly overhead his Christopher 
Way garden on March 20.  Patrick's photo is on the web site.   
 
A number of birds appear to be nesting in the Crack Willow trees on the north path of Brook Meadow, 
including Nuthatch - for the first time on the meadow.  See the amazing photos by Malcolm Phillips on 
today's blog . . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
 
Spring flowers 
There are some fine displays of Lesser Celandines around Emsworth.  They are especially good in 
Bridge Road car park.  It has also been a good spring for Sweet Violets along roadside verges.  Most of 
the flowers are deep blue, but there is a good crop of white flowered ones on the wayside path behind 
Lillywhite's Garage.  There is a fine patch of Slender Speedwell flowering on the Bridge Road car park 
verge.  I saw my first Cuckooflower of the year while visiting family at Kingston near Lewes yesterday.  
There is no sign of any locally as yet, though they could be out in the next week or so.   
 
Common Whitlowgrass is popping up everywhere.  We already have it on three of the Emsworth 
waysides and there is an impressive show of it on the cobbles verge opposite the King's Arms pub.  
English Scurvygrass is flowering on the saltmarshes at Nore Barn, while in the woods, the green 
spathes of Lords and Ladies are showing well, but the spadix are still hidden. 
Pussy Willow catkins are now fully open, the male flowers yellow and the females green.   
Meanwhile, down on Hayling Island the Green-winged Orchids are already showing colour on the west 
beach in front of the golf course.  Soon, they will be out in their thousands.   
 
Butterbur count 
Butterbur is best known for its huge leaves which grow in the summer, but its flower spikes, which 
come out in early spring, are equally spectacular.  The ones on Brook Meadow can be seen at either 
end of the causeway that crosses the meadow from the Lumley gate, but they are particularly 
numerous on the embankment and grassland in front of the seat.   They are all male plants, so they 
spread by underground rhizomes; female Butterbur grow mainly in the North of England.   
Each year I carry out a count of the flower spikes and numbers have increased steadily over the years 
since 1999.  Last year was a record 859, but this year's count (on Mar 22) was a more modest 546.  
Full details along with a chart showing the counts from 1999 can be seen on the Brook Meadow plants 
page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-list-plants.html 
 
Butterflies  
The warm weather prompted several butterflies into life.   Brimstone, Red Admiral, Comma and 
Peacock have all been seen in the past week, with early sightings of Small White and Orange Tip.     
 
Hollybank Woods  
I met Andy Brook and other volunteers working on the newly cleared area of woodland north of the old 
Holly Lodge site.  A new hedgerow comprising over 450 saplings has been planted.  This important 
project should not only look great over the years to come, but encourage lots of wildlife.    
 
Web site - Keep up to date with all the latest news on the Emsworth Wildlife web site.  This is a 
community site with a daily 'blog' of local wildlife news and many great wildlife photos.  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 9-10, 27 Feb to 11 Mar 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Sunday 4th March – Report by Mike Probert 
It was quite amazing, and most encouraging, that fourteen intrepid volunteers turned up in continuous 
rain to plant ‘the Jubilee Hedge’ on the Seagull lane boundary of the Meadow. 
Following Lesley’s application, The Woodland Trust had provided about one hundred seedling whips to 
plant as a hedge: Crab Apple, Blackthorn, Hazel, Rose and Elder plus one Oak grown from an acorn 
from a Royal estate. In addition, the local WI had passed on two further ‘Royal’ Oak saplings for 
planting. 
In anticipation of the Mayor of Havant’s visit to plant one of the Oaks a gazebo, which provided the only 
shelter from the rain, was erected on the Seagull Lane patch. Three teams from the volunteers then 
proceeded to plant the whips along the previously dug boundary strip. Some excellent teamwork meant 
that the planting, complete with protective guards and stakes, was almost complete when the Mayor 
arrived, in time for a welcome mug of tea or coffee provided by Pam, together with special biscuits! 
The two sapling Oaks were then planted by the Mayor and by Brian respectively with due, if damp, 
ceremony to the accompanying applause of all those present. Some surplus whips were used to plant a 
small corner copse at the North end of the new hedge and to replace some dead specimens in the 
earlier hedge line. A very good job done in very unpleasant conditions, so many thanks to all involved!   
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 15th March & Sunday 1st April 
 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Planting – The workday report above by Mike, tells the story of the only 
wet Sunday for many weeks, and I would like to add my thanks to our band of dedicated Volunteers 
who worked so hard and cheerfully although literally, soaked to the skin. The Mayor of Havant, Ken 
Smith, expressed his sincere thanks for all of the good works done by our Group for the local 
community before he planted Oak Tree number 1. He did also reveal that he was well known for 
bringing rain with him on his various visits, having even broken a drought in Australia! 
The Volunteer members present, very much appreciated the words of encouragement spoken by our 
Founding Chairman Brian Fellows before he planted Oak Tree number 2, after which Jean Fellows 
kindly planted a very small Oak Tree sapling, grown from an Acorn, originating from the Queen’s 
Estate. All of the ‘plantings’ had a very wet start in their new home, which should be good for them, and 
they will be nurtured with tender care over the coming weeks and years.   
Photos of the planting ceremony (rain and all) are on the Brook Meadow diary 'blog'.   
Go to . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
 
Tree Works by HBC - The recent inspection of the estate of Trees on the Meadow Site by Arborist 
Andrew Skeet, revealed a number of Crack Willows in urgent need of surgery and during last week the 
work was done under his direction.  Alongside the Palmers Road car park, 3 large specimens were 
pollarded and the smaller arisings were ‘chipped’ into piles, ready for spreading on nearby paths by our 
Volunteers.  Additionally, one ‘overloaded’ tree in the South Meadow was made safe and another 
unsafe one near the North Bridge was made safe. Our thanks go to Andrew for his prompt attention to 
these matters. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles galore!  
This is turning out to be the best spring on record for Water Vole sightings on the River Ems on Brook 
Meadow.  To date we have had 76 sightings, which is almost as many as we had in the whole of last 
year.  There could be up to six females holding territory with males moving between them.   
The voles have been seen all along the river and, with the vegetation still low, this is certainly a good 
time to see one.  The best spots are: (1) from the south bridge look north along the low east river bank, 
(2) from the observation fence look at the reeds in front of the fence and the bank around the sluice 
gate - most sightings are from this point, (3) from the main path north of the north bridge look at the 
opposite bank.  They have also been seen in front of the gasholder and along the railway embankment.   
For all the news and some cracking photos go to the special Water Vole web page at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html 
Brook Meadow birds 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html
mailto:wjn545@homecall.co.uk
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html


The Water Rail is still here, now in its 4th week.  It can usually be seen behind its favourite clump of 
dead reeds near the north bend in the river, but often (like today) it moves down river in front of the 
gasholder.  It is a very shy bird and quickly dodges into hiding if it spots you, but is well worth a bit of 
patience as it is a lovely bird.  See the web site for photos.   Moorhens regularly nest along the river 
banks, though we have never had a Water Rail nesting, at least, so far.   
Brook Meadow hosts a good population of House Sparrows - listen to them chirruping away in the 
Bramble bushes in the north west corner.  They are now on the national critical list, having declined 
dramatically in numbers over the past 30 years.  One of the best places for birdwatching on Brook 
Meadow is along the north path adjacent to the railway embankment, where you can see several 
species of Tits as well as Dunnock, Robin, Chaffinch, Greenfinch and Treecreeper and Nuthatch (if you 
are very lucky).  The partial albino Blackbird with white patches in its wings is still being seen in the 
Lumley area, where it has been for the past year or so 
 
Harbour news 
Winter is officially over as far as harbour birds are concerned.  A few Brent Geese are still hanging 
around in Emsworth Harbour, but the ducks and waders have gone.  Black-tailed Godwits will be here 
for another week or so.   So, the harbour is empty and an eerie silence reigns.   Even, the ever-faithful 
Spotted Redshank appears to have gone, at least a week earlier than usual, heading for Northern 
Scandinavia.   I checked the Nore Barn stream twice today, but there was no sign of it.   So, bon 
voyage, and see you again next year.   The special Spotted Redshank web page has all the news and 
photos of this well loved bird . . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-spotted-
redshank.htm 
 
Other bird news 
The first migrants are arriving.  Chiffchaffs have been heard singing in Sussex and a Blackcap was 
singing today at Sandy Point on Hayling Island, where no wintering birds have been.  I checked Nore 
Barn Woods and Brook Meadow today, but heard no sound of Chiffchaff or Blackcap, but their arrival 
locally is imminent.  On Mar 8, I looked up and saw three Buzzards soaring over Brook Meadow.  This 
could mean they are back at the traditional nesting site in Lumley Mill Farm.  The pair of Peregrines 
were seen at Chichester Cathedral where they regularly nest.   
 
Garden birds trends 
The BTO have just published the annual results of the Garden BirdWatch survey which can be seen on 
their web site at . . . http://bto-enews.org/NXK-Q1UL-3UEDCR-9ZLM2-0/c.aspx   
The scheme has now been running for 16 years since 1995 (I have been in it since the start) and it is 
interesting to see the changes over the years.  The winners are definitely Woodpigeon, which has gone 
up from 12th to 4th in the rankings, and Goldfinch which has jumped from 20th to 10th.   The big losers 
are House Sparrow, down from 3rd in 1995 to 9th last year and Starling, which has dropped from 7th to 
13th.  Other losers include Greenfinch, down from 8th to 11th due to trichomonosis disease and, 
surprisingly, Collared Dove, which has gone down over the past few years.  These results are mirrored 
in my own garden records and in the wider Breeding Birds Survey.   The top 20 in 2011 with the 
respective positions in 1995 is on the Emsworth web blog for Mar 8.   
 
Spring flowers 
There is a fine show of Sweet Violets on the roadside verge of Warblington Road just east of the 
junction with Valetta Park - the best I have seen for many years.  Meanwhile, the bright yellow flowers 
of Lesser Celandine can be seen all over the town.  They are particularly good in Bridge Road car park, 
where Pussy Willow buds are starting to burst open on the tree near the stream.   
Butterbur flower spikes are now fully developed on Brook Meadow.  This is fairly early, though not 
exceptional.  I reckon I might be doing my annual Butterbur count early again this year, but will it beat 
last year's record of 859 flower spikes?  Summer Snowflake (Leucojum aestivum) is flowering in the 
usual spot on the Gooseberry Cottage drive outside the Lumley gate to Brook Meadow.    
 
Insects 
The recent warm weather has encouraged butterflies to emerge.  Red Admirals have been out for a 
while, but Richard Somerscocks and I had our first sighting of a Comma on the newly cleared Seagull 
Lane patch on Brook Meadow.  Has anyone seen a Peacock or Brimstone yet?  Meanwhile, over 100 
Pond Skaters have been on the Westbrook Stream beneath the Victoria Road bridge.   
 
Web site - Keep up to date with all the latest news on the Emsworth Wildlife web site.  This is a 
community site with a daily 'blog' of local wildlife news and many great wildlife photos.  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 7-8: 13-26 February 2012 
 Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session 
Sunday 16th February - With time running out in the lead-up to the scheduled 4th March Hedgerow and 
Tree Planting event, it was very good to see 9 Volunteers turning out on a bright dry morning, when 
eventually, we saw the sun. 
The main task was ‘more of the same’ as many recent sessions, in the digging out of bramble and 
some nettle roots from the Seagull Lane entrance patch, after its mechanised clearance in autumn 
2011. A slight variation for this session was the urgent need to mark out and dig 3 holes, ready for the 
planned planting of Oak Trees to be set in a line from the single well established one, planted in 2006 in 
memory of a Group Member.  
After some debate with me about the spacing, Dave Lee and Tony Wilkinson set about the marking out 
of exact the positions of the 3 holes; however, the digging process proved to be very difficult as they 
encountered stony ground with much buried builder’s rubble, not exactly what we wanted to see. 
However, they stuck at it manfully and finished the job, ready for later expert inspection and approval. 
The other volunteers, Gaynor, Pam, Patrick, Ute, Phil and Tony Wootton also stuck determinedly to 
their root digging, raking and smoothing out the ground, so that the expected spring growths from the 
‘in ground seed bank’, can emerge into clear space and hopefully provide some good surprises.  
As usual, we thank Pam most sincerely, for providing tea, coffee and sweet biscuits to refresh the 
troops at half time. We were also pleased to welcome Brian Fellows with his camera, to record 
proceedings for the record. 
Photos of the work session are on the Brook Meadow 'blog' for Feb 16 at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 4th March & Thursday 15th March 
 
Tree and Hedgerow Planting 
The arrangements for this event, celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and initiated by the 
Woodland Trust, will be the central part of our normal 1st Sunday in the month work session beginning 
at 10 am on Sunday 4th March at the Seagull Lane patch. 
At 10 am, the volunteers led by Mike Probert, will immediately begin to plant in prepared ground along 
the western boundary, the 105 hedgerow whips of 5 or 6 species donated by the Woodland Trust, 
staking and protecting each one individually. This work will complete the native hedgerow marking the 
whole western boundary. 
At 11 am, the work party will take a break to meet and greet the Mayor of Havant, Councillor Ken Smith 
and after various introductions we shall invite him to say a few words and ceremonially plant the first 
Oak tree. Next, our Group founding Chairman Brian Fellows has agreed to plant the second Oak tree 
with the third and final one to be planted by a group Member. 
Refreshments will then be served to all of the guests and volunteers. The Mayor will be given a brief 
viewing of the Meadow site before he leaves us at about 11.30 am. 
All of our 272 members are invited to join us in this celebration on Sunday 4th March, which we hope 
will be blessed by dry weather. Please come and join us. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Water Voles are back!  
Excellent news!   Our Water Voles are back and very active in the River Ems on Brook Meadow.  In 
fact, we have had a glut of sightings in the past two weeks, far more than in any previous February.   I 
have entered eight sightings today, alone!   This is probably the best time to see the voles with the 
vegetation so low on the river banks.  All but two of today's sightings were from the area around the 
sluice gate, where I think we have two females established on territory.  The others were north of the 
north bridge and in from the south bridge.  In all, I think we may have five females on territory along the 
river.  Malcolm Phillips had an amusing tale about one sighting today in which the vole he had just been 
watching blocked up its burrow hole with mud just after he had taken its photo, as if to say 'That's 
enough of that!'  For the full story and all the sightings go to the special Water Vole web page at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html 
Magic of Nore Barn 
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This small area to the west of Emsworth has become an important part of my life over the past 10  
years.  I am there most days as it is within easy walking/cycling distance of where I live, but other 
people travel miles to see the astonishing variety of birds that the site has to offer and better views than 
anywhere else in the local area.  The big attraction is, of course, the famous Spotted Redshank which 
has been coming here for the past 8 winters, but there is also the wonderful flock of Black-tailed 
Godwits which has been ever present this winter, plus hundreds of Wigeon, Teal, Brent Geese and this 
year a huge flock of Knot and over 50 Pintail.  Add to this, Goldcrests and Firecrest in the woods and 
what more could you want?   This week Peter Milinets-Raby (another Nore Barn addict) was inspired to 
create a unique 10 minute video, capturing perfectly the magical atmosphere of Nore Barn, complete 
with sea and boats and all the regular characters, including birds, birdwatchers, walkers and, of course, 
dogs!   Here is the link to the video on YouTube - well worth 10 minutes of your time . . . 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXgvGdCyJpk&list=HL1329919690&feature=mh_lolz 
 
Goodbye winter  
It has been a good winter for birds in Emsworth Harbour with hundreds of Brent Geese, Wigeon, Teal, 
Dunlin, Knot and Black-tailed Godwits feasting on the rich mudflats.  But, now with spring in the air our 
wintering friends are preparing for their long journeys.  The Brent Geese are already on the move and 
have largely deserted Emsworth Harbour, though we are likely to get flocks dropping in for a feed over 
the next few weeks before continuing their journey.  However, our Spotted Redshank should be at Nore 
Barn until around March 19th on the basis of previous years.     
One late winter visitor was a Water Rail that turned up on Brook Meadow on Feb 15 and was still there 
today, when Richard Somerscocks got a great photo of it.  Check the Emsworth web site for details.    
The mild winter has meant fewer birds coming into gardens than usual, apart from Goldfinches.  I have 
had a few Redwing, but there has been no big influx of winter thrushes this year.   
 
Welcome spring 
Our summer migrants will already be winging their way to us from Africa across deserts and seas.  
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps are always the first to arrive, though care is needed to separate them from 
the few that over winter.  I always listen for them in Hollybank Woods and Brook Meadow.  It is also 
good to see Swallows skimming over the millponds.  But, shall we hear the Cuckoo this year?  And, will 
the Turtle Dove ever return to Brook Meadow?  Meanwhile, our resident birds are now all singing 
strongly to establish territories and attract mates.  Coots will be soon nest building on the rafts on 
Slipper Millpond and the Mute Swan pair likewise on Peter Pond, hopefully above the high spring tides.  
 
Rare birds 
The Cattle Egret has gone after spending several weeks feeding with the milking cattle on Warblington 
Farm and the Shore Lark has been evicted from the 'tern island' on Hayling Oysterbeds by the influx of 
hundreds of Black-headed Gulls looking for nesting sites.  What hope is there for the terns?   
However, the Great White Egret was still showing well at the western end of the Thorney Great Deeps 
this morning and the four Snow Buntings are prominent south of the Lifeboat Station at Sandy Point on 
Hayling Island.  Finally, the Paddyfield Warbler is still present on the North Wall at Pagham Harbour.    
Not exactly rare, but a rarity all the same, is the  Lesser Spotted Woodpecker which was heard 
drumming by Peter Hughes on Feb 24 at the RSPB Pulborough Brooks Nature Reserve.  I have not 
heard or seen one locally for years.  Has anyone else?   
 
Spring flowers 
Lesser Celandines and Sweet Violets can be seen around the town, often on grass verges (waysides).  
The Snowdrops that regularly come up on Brook Meadow are all double-headed, though I gather there 
are hundreds of cultivated varieties!  Butterbur flowers are already pushing up.  Shall we have another 
record crop this year?   The Cherry Plum tree blossom is looking very pretty on the Brook Meadow with 
the Gorse full of flowers right opposite.   Alder catkins are bursting with yellow pollen next to last year's 
brown cones.  Meanwhile, Winter Aconite a favourite of mine, is flowering again in the Bishop's Palace 
Gardens in Chichester despite the extensive reconstruction work, which could have finished it off.   
 
Insects 
The recent warm spell has encouraged some butterflies to emerge and Red Admiral, Brimstone and 
Peacock have been seen locally.  But will we get any Small Tortoiseshells this year?  Meanwhile, I 
have seen up to 30 Pond Skaters on the slow moving Westbrook Stream beneath Victoria Road.   
 
Web site - Keep up to date with all the latest news on the Emsworth Wildlife web site.  This is a 
community site with a daily 'blog' of local wildlife news and many great wildlife photos.  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXgvGdCyJpk&list=HL1329919690&feature=mh_lolz
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 5-6, 30 Jan to 11 Feb, 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Work Session – Sunday 5th February – report by Mike Probert 
Eight  volunteers met up on a cold, damp morning. Emsworth had escaped the snowfall experienced 
nearby.  For the first half of the session the whole team concentrated on preparing the ground along the 
Seagull Lane edge in which the ‘Jubilee Hedge’ whips would be planted in early March. The planting 
strip was turned over with forks and bramble and other roots removed. The ground was still quite firm 
after earlier frosts and so the team was nicely warmed up by coffee time when Pam provided welcome 
refreshments. 
The second half of the morning was largely taken up with moving the large heaps of poles and brash 
arising from the pollarding of a Willow on the ‘S bend’ of the Ems; and also moving cut material from 
fallen trees at the South entrance. A supermarket trolley was removed from the Ems by the South 
Bridge (and returned to its owners) and a substantial bag of litter collected in Palmers Road Copse 
before close of play.   Photos are on the Brook Meadow 'blog' at . . . http://www.brook-
meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 16th February & Sunday 4th March for Hedgerow planting 
 
Tree Work on Brook Meadow  – At the start of February, some of the tree surgery work agreed with 
Andrew Skeet, HBC Arborist, was completed with one large Crack Willow on the east side of the River 
Ems S-bend thoroughly pollarded. At our request, some useful poles arising from the work were 
stacked, whilst the remaining brushwood was piled neatly, ready for removal to a suitable location by 
the next Sunday work party. (see report above) The remaining tree surgery agreed for Palmers Road 
Copse will be completed at a future date. 
Additionally, Andrew is going to conduct a thorough tree survey shortly, which will involve the removal 
of some of the covering Ivy growths. He has been asked to remove the minimum amounts possible 
because Ivy is such a valuable wildlife habitat. In due course he will report back to us on works needed 
and his action plans. 
Regular meadow visitors may notice that a poplar tree at the back of 5 Lumley Terrace has / will be cut 
down by HBC. This will alter the skyline somewhat and was reluctantly agreed to by BMCG after 
complaints from the householder that it seriously shaded her garden area. The access for this job will 
not be from the meadow. Report from inputs by Frances Jannaway 
 
Tree / Hedgerow Planting – Planning continues for the Sunday 4th March event in celebration of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and we are pleased to confirm that the Mayor of Havant, Councillor Ken 
Smith has agreed to attend and ceremonially plant one of our two Oak Trees on the Seagull Lane 
entrance site. Further details will be published after the next Committee Meeting on 15th February. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WAYSIDES NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
 

Prompt action protects a wayside - Patrick Murphy alerted me to the fact that Portsmouth Water 
were replacing the water mains along Christopher Way and a large skip and toilet block had been put  
on the wayside at the northern end of the road.  I installed a new 'Wildflower Conservation Area' notice 
on the grass verge as a reminder to the workers, and e-mailed Ian Davies, the Contracts Engineer at 
Portsmouth Water asking him to avoid damaging the wayside which had valuable plants, including Wild 
Clary.  The response was immediate, and by the following day all the works equipment had been 
moved off the verge on to the pavement.  Well done Portsmouth Water.  That is what I call service! 
 
Waysides Surveys - Jane Brook and I will be resuming our regular Monday morning wayside surveys 
once the weather has warmed up a bit.  We also need to replace the 'Wildflower area' notices.    
An astonishing 288 plant species have been recorded on the 19 waysides over the two years the 
scheme has been operating.  Most of these plants certainly would not have been there if the regular 
mowing regime had still been in operation.  So full steam ahead for 2012.  The full plant list is on the 
web site at . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-waysides-plant-list.htm 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
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Knot record 
 In my previous report, I mentioned there had been an invasion of Knot into Emsworth Harbour.  Well, 
they have continued to flood in, and yesterday they broke through the 1,000 mark for the first time ever.  
This is probably the biggest flock in the Solent area.  You just can't miss them on the mudflats off Nore 
Barn, a host of grey birds feeding in a tight pack.  They also give good flying displays.  But, keep a look 
out for a Merlin, which Richard Somerscocks saw hunting the Knot on Feb 5.   
Meanwhile, the ever-reliable Spotted Redshank turns up in the Nore Barn stream, often accompanied 
by a Greenshank and a Black-tailed Godwit.  Quite unfazed by people and dogs. What a cracking bird.   
 
Godwit news 
 The Knot often feed with, or nearby, the regular flock of Black-tailed Godwits.  You can get a good view 
of these handsome waders on a rising tide as they are pushed into the creek south of Nore Barn 
Woods.   I have seen several more examples of Godwits 'spurting' water from their bills.  Dr Humphrey 
Sitters (Editor of the Wader Study Group Bulletin) has asked me to send photos and videos of 'spurting' 
so that he can get the whole issue reviewed by experts.  We have also seen Greenshank and Spotted 
Redshank spurting, so this behaviour is not exclusive to Black-tailed Godwits.   
 
Brent on the move 
 There are still plenty of Brent Geese in the harbour, but numbers are falling indicating that the birds are 
on the move back towards their breeding grounds in the High Arctic.  Wintering ducks have also been 
very numerous this year, with Wigeon and Teal dominating.  But I counted 22 Pintail on the western 
mudflats last week, which was a new record for Emsworth.  Males are such handsome birds.   
 
Winter thrushes 
With the coming of cold weather, winter thrushes have been turning up locally, though not in large 
numbers like they did in 2010.  The best I have had were 20 Redwing in a tall tree behind my house in 
Bridge Road.  Fieldfare have also been seen, but the red berries on trees remain untouched from what 
I can see.  I don't think there is any chance of seeing Waxwings down here this winter.   
 
Firecrest 
 A Firecrest has been seen in Nore Barn Woods twice in the past week, though it is a tiny bird and 
takes some finding.  Walk along the main path through the woods until you get to piles of wood 
shavings and look carefully in the bushes.  There are also Goldcrests in this area, which are similar.  
Richard Somerscocks got a great photo of the Firecrest yesterday - see the web site 'blog' for Feb 11.   
Incidentally, the recent clearance of old Hawthorn trees in Nore Barn Woods has opened up glades 
which will be beneficial for wild flowers and insects.  Well done the conservation group and the council.   
 
Other bird news 
 Rock Pipit is a small rather unobtrusive bird, rather like a dark Meadow Pipit, and much scarcer.  There 
are two that can be seen in the Emsworth area, one likes feeding around the millpond outfall near the 
Emsworth Sailing Club and the other has been seen in the Nore Barn area.   
Bird song is now picking up in the local area.  Blue Tit, Great Tit and Song Thrush are singing generally 
and Blackbird is limbering up.  I also heard my first Chaffinch song of the year yesterday and another 
today.  They will be singing their 'bowling' song generally in the next few weeks.   
 
Rare birds 
 Most of the rare birds mentioned in my last report are still being seen, the Cattle Egret at Warblington, 
the Shore Lark at Hayling Oysterbeds, the Snow Buntings at Sandy Point, the Great White Egret at 
Thorney Great Deeps and the Paddyfield Warbler at Pagham Harbour North Wall.  Finally, Olivia Iles 
had some fantastic sightings of a Bittern in the lost reedbeds at Arundel WWT. and pays tribute to the 
management of this area which was previously overgrown and inaccessible.   
 
Other news 
 It is now confirmed that Pagham Harbour NR is now a new RSPB Nature Reserve.  This is good news 
as it should secure this very valuable wildlife site for the future.   
Bryan Pinchen will be running practical courses at the Kingcombe Centre in Dorset: 'Where do insects 
go in the winter' and 'Animal tracks and signs'. See web site . . . www.kingcombecentre.org 
 
Emsworth Wildlife Web site . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/   
This community web site has a daily wildlife diary (blog) of local wildlife news and photos, plus special 
pages on the Spotted Redshank, Black-tailed Godwits and millpond birds.    
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 3-4, 16 to 29 January 2012 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

Work Session – Thursday 19th January  
Six stalwart regular Volunteers turned out on the wet grey morning.  Havant Borough Council had come 
during the week to erect the final section of stock fence along Seagull Lane, finishing at the Network 
Rail land.  We were therefore able to remove the last of the brambles in readiness for planting the 
Jubilee hedge.  The team removed a large number of decomposing logs to a dedicated log pile, which 
is a haven for mini beasts and ear fungus.   Mike donned earmuffs, helmet and goggles and fired up the 
brush cutter.  Wally, Patrick and Jennifer hacked at the brambles with the Slashers.  Pam and Lesley 
raked up the arisings.  There are two more work sessions before the hedge planting on 4th March and 
this should be enough time to remove more roots and prepare the ground.  
With hoods up and hats battling against the increasing rain, we repaired to Wally’s car, which was on 
site, for coffee and tea, for which thanks to Pam.  Thankfully the rain cloud passed over and the sun 
came out so we were able to complete the task.  Also achieved was the removal of a wood dam half 
way across the river and a load of litter by the Industrial units.   
Report by Lesley Harris 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 5th February & Thursday 16th February 
 
Bat Habitats on BM – During the last 2 weeks, Frances Jannaway and Pat Walsgrove met with local 
Bat Expert Nik Knight in the Palmers Road Copse area of the meadow to conduct a thorough survey of 
Tree Habitats for Bats. This wildlife survey follows up on the annual survey of the estate of trees on the 
whole meadow by HBC Arborist Andrew Skeet, together with BMCG representatives Frances and 
Maurice Lillie. The outcome of the Bat Habitat Survey is a list of sites, which will be preserved and 
protected during planned tree surgery works organised by Andrew and is an excellent example of the 
ongoing close co-operation between site owner HBC and BMCG. Many thanks to Frances and Pat for 
giving their time to this important work. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 
and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting 
your local Committee Member. e-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WAYSIDES NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Waysides are blooming 
A fine patch of Three-cornered Garlic (Alium triquetrum) is flowering on the path to the allotments from 
Beacon Square (one of our new 2011 waysides).  It gets its name from the three-angled stems.  It is a 
bulbous perennial herb, introduced into this country from the Mediterranean in the 18thC, though is now 
thoroughly naturalised and increasingly abundant and widespread in milder areas.   
Asking the council to avoid cutting the Winter Heliotrope (Petasites fragrans) on the A259 embankment 
by the Emsworth Surgery has certainly paid off as there is now an excellent display of aromatic flower 
spikes.  This is another plant introduced from the Mediterranean region in the early 19thC.   
Interestingly, all British plants are male, female plants are unknown in Britain.  
On Jan 20, I discovered a flowering plant of Stinking Hellebore (Helleborus foetidus) on the Dolphin 
Creek wayside on the path towards the gate leading to Wharf House. The flowers did not have the 
purple rims, though apparently this is not critical.  Stinking Hellebore is a native plant and nationally 
scarce, but this one was almost certainly a garden escape (though none the worse for that I reckon 
provided it can survive for a few years under its own steam).   
See the Friends of Emsworth Waysides web site 'blog' for all the recent news and photos . . .  
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS-2012a.htm 
 
Plumpton waysides 
We are not alone!  Jacqui Hutson of the Plumpton Wildlife and Habitat Group has made contact to say 
they want to start a waysides scheme, like ours, in the village of Plumpton in East Sussex, but are 
having problems in getting interest from the authorities.  Like us, they hope to set up roadside verge 
management that maximises the wildlife value of the verges which are presently being mown.  Jacqui 
has completed a survey of 19 roadside verges in Plumpton (we also have 19 waysides in Emsworth, by 
coincidence).  I have offered some advice on the basis of our experience and suggested we keep in 
touch as our shared experiences are sure to be valuable to each other.   
Their web site is . . http://plumptonwildlifegroup.yolasite.com . . This contains a link to the verges 
survey, which is interesting to compare with ours.    
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WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Harbour news 
Black-tailed Godwits continue to delight me and other bird lovers at Nore Barn to the west of Emsworth, 
where up to 150 have been feeding on the mudflats.  If you go a couple of hours before high water you 
will see them gradually move into the creek south of the woods.  It was there that I saw many examples 
of what I have called 'spurting', where the bird dips its head deep into the water, then comes up and 
'spurts' out a jet of water, as if ridding itself of surplus liquid taken in during the feeding.  This behaviour 
continues to confound the experts.  Does it only happen in Emsworth?   
The western harbour has had an invasion of Knot over the past week.  Not on the scale of The Wash, 
but there were at least 500 on the mudflats today, feeding in tight groups.  The Spotted Redshank 
remains faithful to the small stream, usually accompanied by a Greenshank and sometimes by a 
solitary Black-tailed Godwit.  I actually got a photo of the three of them last week - Jan 25.    
Brent Geese had a reasonably good breeding season last year.  My count is 11.8% of juveniles which 
is similar to last year, though my impression is there were far more juveniles about this winter than last. 
 
Rare birds  
Fresh from their conquest of the Spanish Sparrow in Calshot, the twitching army descended on the 
Hayling Oysterbeds last week, armed with their huge scopes and cameras, for a cute little bird with a 
yellow face called a Shore Lark.  This bird breeds on the moors and mountain plateaux of Scandinavia 
and very rarely gets down here.  Tony Wootton got a nice photo of it huddled up by a board - see web 
site for Jan 23.   Somewhat less attractive to twitchers now is the long-staying Cattle Egret which still 
resides in the field with the herd of milking cows on Warblington Farm, though is often quite hard to find 
among all the legs. Does it ever get trodden on, I wonder?    
Yet another rare bird was found by Richard Somerscocks only this morning down at Thorney Great 
Deeps - a Great White Egret.  Richard got some nice photos before it flew off - see the Emsworth 
wildlife 'blog' for today.  No Great White Egret has been reported in the local area recently, so this bird 
could well have flown in from the Continent.  There were only 6 sightings in the County in 2010 of a bird 
which breeds not too far away in northern France and The Netherlands.   
 
Other bird news 
Not quite so rare (but equally as cute) was the female Mandarin Duck on Emsworth Millpond on Jan 16-
17.  I have not seen it since.  Mandarin Ducks were introduced from East Asia, but are now well 
established in Southern England.  I usually see them on Eyeworth Pond in the New Forest, though 
there are several other sites where they can be found.  I have not recorded Mandarin Duck on the town 
millpond since 1996, though I recall we had a long staying male on Peter Pond many years ago, not 
sure when exactly.   
Certainly not rare, but always good to see are Buzzards.  We often get one over Brook Meadow and we 
had a juvenile 'resident' on the meadow for a few weeks last year.  This winter, we have had several 
sightings of a Buzzard on the landscaped wooded area between Constant Springs garden and the A27 
road.  I managed to get a photo of it on Jan 21.  So look out for it when you walk that way, but it is 
surprisingly difficult to spot in amongst the trees.   
 
Garden birds 
In view of the fairly low numbers of birds recorded in the garden this winter, I was somewhat surprised 
to hear that the BTO Garden Bird Watch survey showed counts in December 2011 were on a par with 
2008 and 2009, although they were nearly 15% down on the same month in 2010, which was the 
coldest December in a century.  It will be interesting to see what the RSPB Big Garden bird watch 
survey turns up.  I had a pair of friendly Robins in the garden again today, a sure sign of spring?   
 
Nightingale survey 
The BTO have organised a new Nightingale Survey for 2012.  This will map singing males and 
compare their numbers and distribution with the previous Nightingale survey in 1999.  I took part in the 
last survey when Nightingales were found locally at Marlpit Lane (3), Racton Park Wood (3), Park Slip 
(4), Pitts Copse (2) and Woodmancote (2).  I doubt there will be as many this year, as the Breeding 
Birds Survey shows a 57% decline in Nightingales between 1995 and 2009.   I will be doing the Marlpit 
Lane site, where up to three birds were heard last year, but there is no news from the other sites.   
If you want to volunteer (nocturnal visits are optional!) then contact Regional Organiser for Sussex 
Helen Crabtree hcrabtree@gmail.com 
 
Emsworth Wildlife Web site . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/   
This community web site has a daily wildlife diary (blog) of local wildlife news and photos, plus special 

pages on the Spotted Redshank, Black-tailed Godwits and millpond birds.   
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 1-2 -  2-15 Jan 2012  
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne  

 
Report on Work Session: Sunday 8th January 2012  
On a bright dry morning 12 Volunteers turned out for the first work session of 2012, which had been 
rescheduled from the 1st Sunday in the month, New Years Day. Most of those present already knew the 
tasks planned for the day which were all to be concentrated on the Seagull Lane Patch of the meadow, 
the site of our Native Hedgerow project which will celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year.  
Two work sessions have already been spent clearing part of the site of bramble roots, exposed by the 
mechanical clearance of the huge bramble growths which were progressively ‘taking over’, but there 
was much more to do. We split into two teams with Lesley, Maureen, Dave and Phil, joined later by 
Penny and Jennifer using forks and spades to continue the digging out of the bramble / nettle roots and 
their efforts before and after the tea break, mean that we are now at least two thirds of the way to 
completion. They all stuck at it with great determination and, working quite close together, were able to 
have a good chat too! 
The second group comprised of Pam, Ute, Mike, Patrick and Maurice were charged to clear the 
boundary site for the new ‘animal fencing’ to be erected by HBC shortly, making sure of good access 
from both sides whilst ensuring that a ‘short term’ bramble barrier remained effective. All of this work 
was all done with hand tools and involved the cutting back of huge bramble growths including those in 
the parallel section of drainage ditch, from which a lot of decaying logs and other debris were also 
removed. The logs were recycled into a new habitat ‘log pile’ about 10 metres distant, and we plan to 
add to this pile, as more logs become available from the temporary access barrier. HBC have promised 
to complete the new boundary fencing before our next work session on Thursday 19th January, 
enabling clearance of the final section of brambles and preparation of the strip of ground for planting 
the native hedgerow whips, obtained FOC from the Woodland Trust, under the Jubilee Woods Project 
sponsored by IKEA and Ibuyeco. Many thanks  to all of the Volunteers for there efforts and to Pam for 
the all-important refreshments. We were pleased to have the support of Brian Fellows, taking 
photographs plus giving advice and encouragement.  Report by Wally Osborne.   
We meet again on Thursday 19th January for the next phase of the project.  
 
Brook Meadow 'blog' 
Photos of the work session and the wildlife observed can be seen on the new Brook Meadow diary 
'blog' page at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html 
 
Date for your Diary – We have scheduled our work session on Sunday 4th March for the planting of 
the 105 new native Hedgerow Whips and their protection with tubes and stakes. Everyone is welcome 
to come along and participate in some way or just watch! In conjunction with this project, the Committee 
have decided to plant at least 2 additional native Oak Trees on the Seagull Lane patch, in a line 
extending from the existing single standard tree, planted some years ago in memory of one of our 
members. These two trees have been obtained from the WI, via HBC and we understand that they 
originate from the Queen’s Estate, so we are hoping that the Mayor of Havant will come along to make 
the ceremonial planting. Detailed arrangements will be published in due course.  
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet 
written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and 
available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your local 
Committee Member. .E-mail contact is wjn545@homecall.co.uk 
 

WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
First Water Vole of 2012  
I had what was probably the first Water Vole sighting of 2012 on the River Ems on Brook Meadow at 
about 12:30 on Jan 12.  I noticed a slight ripple in the river a little way north of the gasholder and 
thought it was probably a Moorhen, but when I put my binoculars on the spot what did I see but a Water 
Vole with its head poking out of the water near the west bank, staring straight me!  By the time I had got 
my camera out it had disappeared. Shucks! I waited for 10 minutes, but it did not show again.  
But, this means they are becoming active again, so please keep a good look out and let me have any 
sightings with time and place and, preferably, a photo. This was not exceptionally early as Maurice Lillie 
saw the first one of 2011 on Jan 6, interestingly in much the same area as I saw the one today.   
All the Water Vole news and photos is on a special web page on the Brook Meadow site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-diary-2012.html
mailto:wjn545@homecall.co.uk
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html


Other Brook Meadow news 
Patrick Murphy got a great photo of a Little Egret resting in dead tree on west bank of river opposite the 
gasholder on Brook Meadow.  See it on the 'blog'.  He also saw a Grey Wagtail in the river just south of 
S-bend, but it was disturbed just as he was about to take a photo. How often does that happen! 
A hoof print of a Roe Deer was found near the railway arch at the end of Seagull Lane during the 
workday.  We have not had any deer reported in the past year, so please keep a look out.  
A very late (or very early?) flowering Fool's Parsley can be seen on the edge of the path going from the 
end of Seagull Lane to the railway.  It looks like Cow Parsley, but has long bracts hanging down from 
the flower heads.   Take care as it is very poisonous!   
The flower spikes of Winter Heliotrope are showing well on the river path north of the S-bend and there 
are a lot of orange arils visible on the Japanese Spindle bush on the west bank of the river about 20 
metres south of the north bridge. It is an evergreen bush with glossy green leaves.   
One of the old rotting logs dug up during the work session on Jan 8th had a cluster of very small fungi 
with pink convex caps with white tops.  I thought it might be Oak Pin Fungus (Cudoniella acicularis), but 
Ralph Hollins thinks it might be Neobulgaria pura.  See the photo on the 'blog'.  Other ideas welcome.   
Maurice Lillie discovered a second growth of Mistletoe on the meadow.  This one is at the top of a tall 
Crack Willow tree on the eastern side of the north meadow, best seen from the display case near the 
north bridge.   The other one is on a Hawthorn bush.   
 
Harbour news 
Have you noticed skeins of Brent Geese flying inland over Emsworth and wondered where they were 
going?  Well, I found a good 600 feasting on the winter wheat on the large fields at Southbourne, which 
I gather were used as a reserve aerodrome in the 2nd World War.    
Nore Barn is the 'hot spot' to see good birds in the local harbour.  The famous Spotted Redshank is as 
reliable as ever in the small stream, sometimes accompanied by a second Spotted Redshank or 
Greenshank.  As impressive is the mixed flock of Black-tailed Godwits and Knot that gather on the 
mudflats near high water.  We have now logged 27 different colour-ringed Godwits, many of them 
regulars through the winter.   I have seen more examples of Godwits apparently spurting water from 
their bills as they feed, a behaviour that has mystified the experts.  More details on the web site at . . .  
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm 
 
Other bird news 
Up to 25 Avocets have been seen in Nutbourne Bay by Janet Hider.  Patrick Murphy is the envy of us 
all with both male and female Bullfinches on his garden feeders.  The Cattle Egret is still feeding in the 
field with cattle at Warblington Farm.   
Romney Turner got a smashing photo of a Short-eared Owl over the deeps and Malcolm Phillips 
snapped a number of birds, including male and female Stonechats and a cracking Bearded Tit hanging 
onto a reed.  All photos can be seen on the Emsworth web site.   
 
Butterflies 
It is a odd time of the year to see butterflies, but several people, including Wally Osborne, have seen 
Red Admirals flying.  It is now accepted by the experts that Red Admirals are truly all-year-round fliers, 
at least in the South of England, where they are able to semi-hibernate in cold weather and come to life 
with sunshine.    
Somewhat more surprising was to hear about two Small Tortoiseshells seen by visitors to the Pagham 
Harbour Nature Reserve.  Ralph Hollins thinks this once common butterfly might be making a 
comeback by achieving a balance with the parasitic fly Sturmia bella which kills Small Tortoiseshell 
caterpillars by laying its eggs in them.  Eventually, the flies will run out of hosts and die out allowing the 
butterfly to come back.  Apparently, this also happened with the Holly Blue butterfly which had a similar 
battle with a parasitic wasp (Listrodromus nycthemerus).  
 
Spanish Sparrow twitch 
Finally, the wandering Spanish Sparrow has been attracting hundreds of twitchers (and TV crews) to a 
garden in Calshot.   The bird is usually found in Spain and the Mediterranean region, but this fellow, 
somehow or another, made his way to Hampshire.  It differs from the normal House Sparrow in having 
a chestnut brown crown, broad black bib, black spotted flanks and white cheeks.  To save you the 
trouble of fighting your way through the crowds, Richard Ford has provided some splendid photos and 
a video clip on his blog . . . http://birdinghampshire.blogspot.com/2012/01/spanish-sparrow-
photographs-12th-jan_807.html 
 
Emsworth Wildlife Web site . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/   
This community web site has a daily wildlife diary (blog) of local wildlife news and photos, plus special 
pages on the Spotted Redshank, Black-tailed Godwits and millpond birds.    
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	WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows
	Water Voles
	Jane and Andy Brook had the last Water Vole sighting of 2012 on Boxing Day; they watched it clambering about around the base of a tree north of the north bridge, finding juicy leaves and shoots to eat.  It is good to hear that at least one of them sur...
	This takes the total number of Water Vole sightings for 2012 to a magnificent 204, which is by far the highest number since I started formal recording in 2005.   However, this does not necessarily mean more Water Voles; maybe just more people were wat...
	http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles-2012.html
	CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne

	Christmas Present Suggestion – Why There is still time to buy copies of the 'Brook Meadow Through the Ages' booklet as presents for those special friends. Excellent value at £2.50 per copy for this 80 page colour booklet written by Frances Jannaway fo...
	WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows
	Christmas Present Suggestion –Why not buy copies of the Brook Meadow Through the Ages booklet for those special friends. Excellent value at £2.50 per copy for this 80 page colour booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG and available from Committe...
	WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, excellent value at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne or by contacting your local Committee Me...
	WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, excellent value at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne or by contacting your local Committee Me...
	WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows
	WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Annual Cut of Meadow – Meadow visitors will have seen that the part of the annual cut funded by HBC has now been completed apart from the removal of some of the dried out arisings. The Committee may decide to fund from our own resources the cutting du...
	Annual Cut of Meadow – Meadow visitors will have seen that the annual cut began on 4th Sep probably the latest ever, mainly due to the wet summer. Our contractor used a large Power Scythe and the arisings were initially left to dry out, to allow small...
	Cutting of river banks by Environment Agency - During the last week, the EA turned up, quite unannounced after many and various efforts by BMCG to communicate / meet with them to agree this year’s programme of work.  In former times the EA had been ve...
	Annual Cut of Meadow - Our contractor has confirmed that he will begin work within the next 2 weeks and that the agreed areas will be cut over a period of 2 days, this work being funded by HBC.
	Meadow Annual Cut
	As we get close to the end of July, it will be obvious to meadow visitors that our annual cut is going to be late this year.  The schedule we had agreed with our Contractor John Blamire was to cut according to our long-term ‘mosaic’ plan during the la...
	Horse Riders on the Meadow – During the last week, one of our eagle eyed Members witnessed 2 teenage girls going onto the Meadow on horseback and reported the event to Pam Phillips. A number of us confirmed the tell tale hoof marks and ‘deposits’ and ...

	Brook Meadow Through the Ages
	Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages
	Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07787 966162 or by contacting your...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Two ‘Dead Hedge’ Tasks – Reinforce / repair the damaged old dead hedge just north of the sluice boards.  Start to create a ‘Dead Hedge’ at the south end of the ‘S’ bend.  The purpose is deter people and dogs having access to the bank and river at thes...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...
	Report on Work Session: Sunday 8th January 2012
	Date for your Diary – We have scheduled our work session on Sunday 4th March for the planting of the 105 new native Hedgerow Whips and their protection with tubes and stakes. Everyone is welcome to come along and participate in some way or just watch!...
	Brook Meadow Through the Ages – Make sure you get your copy of this 80 page colourful booklet written by Frances Jannaway for BMCG, now offered to all Members at the special price of £2.50 and available from Wally Osborne by calling 01243 375433 or 07...


