
BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 51-52: 20 Dec to 2 Jan 2011 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

Work session - Sunday 2 January 2011 – report by Wally Osborne 
The first work session of 2011 was blessed with sunny and calm weather but the underfoot conditions 
remain quite treacherous so that the 7 volunteers needed to take great care. The holiday season always 
leaves a litter problem, particularly in Palmers Road copse so Ute Wilde and Patrick Murphy spent the 
first hour collecting a very large bag full of ‘all sorts’ of rubbish.  

The main task of the morning was to complete the power scythe cutting of the Orchid area of the 
North Meadow and removing the arisings to our sacrificial area. Jennifer Rye, Phil Wilde and Pam Phillips 
took turns driving the scythe and, together with Tony Browne, also raked and bagged. In the process we 
disturbed a family of Field Voles without damaging them and decided to re-cover them with some of the 
grass arisings.  

After the very welcome refreshment break, the whole team completed the Orchid area then cut and 
cleared a ‘relief path’, around the back of the Wishing Tree in the North Meadow. The idea is to persuade 
walkers to use this route instead of one of the main paths through the North Meadow, which is suffering 
from both people and Mole activity. Finally, Jennifer and Tony trimmed back some growths on one of our 
dead hedge barriers, which protect the Water Vole habitat.  

Many thanks to the hardworking few and we hope to see more of you for our next session. 
Forthcoming work sessions:  Thursday 20 January and Sunday 6 February. 
 
Membership for 2010 to 2011  
Membership now stands at 287, well below last year’s figure which was over 300. It seems that a number 
of long standing members have not renewed. Please be aware that if you have not renewed by the end of 
2010, your name will be removed from the list of email members and you will not receive Brian’s and my 
fortnightly email news. You can rejoin at any time but membership runs from the beginning of September 
to the end of August of any one year. Send your subscription which is still only £3 per person together with 
your name and address to Wally Osborne at 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF.Your continued 
support is of great importance to us. 
 
Family matters 
As some of you may know, Richard had a bike accident on Boxing Day - he slipped on ice and broke his 
left hip! He was taken to St Richard's hospital by ambulance and had an operation to pin the broken bone 
last Monday. He has been doing very well and came home on Friday in time for the New Year! He will be 
on crutches for several weeks. 
There is still no news from my daughter – her baby was due on Friday 31 December. Richard and I will be 
going to Cambridge where Lara lives as soon as we have some news. He can travel in a car as long as 
we stop every so often. 
All this means I cannot attend to Brook Meadow matters until at least the end of January and will leave it 
in the very capable hands of the BMCG committee. Please contact Wally Osborne 
(wjn545@homecall.co.uk); Mike Probert (mike@mikrobe3.freeserve.co.uk) or Pam Philips 
(p.phillips367@btinternet.com) if you have a query. Note the email address for Pam is a new one. 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Waxwings 
Waxwings are exotic-looking birds that breed in the remote taiga forests of north Eurasia.  Most of them 
migrate south into Asia and Eastern Europe, but a few spend the winter on the east coast of England.  
However, they are prone to periodic 'irruptions' when they spread across the whole country in their 
thousands, looking for berry-laden shrubs and trees, and this is one of those years.    

The first local arrivals were in Petersfield on Dec 9 and on Hayling Island on Dec 17.  Then, on Dec 24 
Jason Crook circulated the news of a flock of 74 in the trees near Havant College.  Lots of people 
responded (including myself) and were able to get fine views and photographs of these spectacular birds.   
Here in Emsworth, I have had a couple of reports of Waxwings in gardens, but I am sure there must have 
been more.  So, if you have a berried tree let me know if you had some.   
 
Wild flowers 
Ralph Hollins is still finding mid winter flowering of wild plants.  On Dec 28, Ralph found a large plant of 
Water Figwort still bearing its red flowers in the Hermitage Stream down to Broadmarsh, and along the 
side of Harts Farm Way he spotted several plants of Oxford Ragwort and one of Sticky Groundsel still 
bearing fresh flowers. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE . . . 
New Year's Day Birdwatching 
New Year's Day is a traditional time for birdwatchers to get out and about in a friendly competitive spirit to 
see who can amass the best list of birds to start the year.  The Havant branch of the Hampshire Wildlife 
Trust had their annual walk from Langstone to Warblington and logged 55 bird species, including several 
Red-breasted Mergansers and Goldeneyes, two Chiffchaffs, a Redwing and a Firecrest (a very good 
bird)!   
I did my own thing in the Emsworth-Thorney area and listed 60 species.  The mudflats west of Emsworth 
were crowded with hundreds of geese, ducks and waders, including my friend the Spotted Redshank at 
Nore Barn.  There was no sign of the elusive Marsh Harrier at Thorney, but I was fully compensated by 
cracking views of 8 Bearded Tits in the reeds to the north of Thorney Little Deeps.  I was fortunate to meet 
up with Barry and Margaret Collins who pointed out 28 White-fronted Geese which also went on the list.  
See Barry's raptor news below.    
Ralph Hollins made an early start and was rewarded with 65 species for the day, from his visits to 
Farlington Marshes, Budds Farm and Nutbourne.  His best birds at Farlington included 15 White-fronted 
Geese (unusually common this year?), a Pink-footed Goose, some Barnacle Geese, Peregrine and 
Green Sandpiper.  At Nutbourne Ralph found 13 Avocet and more Pintail than he has ever seen before in 
one place!   
However, all our efforts were overshadowed by some really keen chaps like Peter Raby and John Norton 
who managed to see (or hear) 95 species in south-east Hampshire.  But they too were eclipsed by Simon 
Ingram, and his friends who accumulated an astonishing 117 species during their day rushing around 
Hurst, Keyhaven, New Forest and Blashford Lakes.    

Garden birds 
The cold weather continues to bring birds into our gardens for supplementary foods.  Caroline French has 
had a bonanza in her North Emsworth garden, including a first ever Grey Wagtail, which arrived on 
Christmas day and stayed for three days, attracted by dried mealworms and unfrozen water in the bird 
bath.  Caroline also had her first Redwing of the winter, along with Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush and male 
and female Blackcaps.  In my small Bridge Road garden I have had a continuous stream of Goldfinches, 
Chaffinches and Blue Tits on the sunflower hearts with occasional visits from small parties of Long-tailed 
Tits.  A Little Egret sometimes drops down into the Westbrook Stream which runs behind my house and I 
have even seen a Kingfisher perched on the back wall.   
Recording garden birds 
If you are interested in contributing to the national recording of garden birds then the best way is to take 
part in the BTO Garden BirdWatch.  This also enables you to keep a weekly log of the birds coming to 
your own garden throughout the year.  You also get the BTO Bird Table Magazine with lots of interesting 
news about garden birds from around the country.  For example, Barbara Walton who lives in Nottingham 
discovered a very rare Common Rosefinch in her garden, all the way from Russia!    
The current issue also puts Woodpigeons 3rd in the national garden bird league table, behind only Blue 
Tit and Blackbird.  Goldfinches are also on the way up to 11th, but House Sparrows and Starlings 
continue their decline.  You can join on line and submit your results on line.   
Go to . . http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/gbw/join 
 
Raptors and Ravens 
If you want to see raptors, then Thorney Deeps should be your destination.  Barry Collins (the 
conservation warden on Thorney Island) had an amazing seven species of raptor at Thorney on Dec 24.  
He started off with a ringtail Hen Harrier quartering the reed bed at Thorney Deeps, which was then 
harassed by an adult male Peregrine and then thought better of it, as the harrier retaliated and they went 
their separate ways.  Barry also saw both male and female Marsh Harriers over the Deeps, plus a male 
Sparrowhawk, 4 Buzzards and 4 Kestrels.  What, no Red Kite?   
Ravens are as good as raptors and Hilary Gilson has had the pleasure of watching a pair of them on the 
shore at Prinsted.  Ravens are really birds of cliffs and mountains, but Barry Collins tells me they have 
become fairly regular in Chichester Harbour in recent years and he often sees them on Thorney.   
 
Other news 
Very few (if any?) Stonechats have been seen in the local area this year.  Presumably the cold weather 
has forced them to migrate further south.   
Barry Collins tells me that the wintering Common Sandpiper that we used to see in the canal on the west 
side of Thorney is no more!  But you could see a Bittern if you were very very lucky!   
And there is news of two Snow Buntings on the seawall at Prinsted.  Has anyone seen them?   
 
Emsworth Wildlife web site  . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 49-50, 6-19 December 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

 
Work session - Thursday 16 December. Report by Mike Probert 
Thirteen volunteers, in festive and enthusiastic mood despite the foreboding grey skies, gathered for the 
final work session of 2010. Tony Wilkinson passed on his Christmas good wishes before cycling off to 
keep his cold to himself and Lesley Harris sent her apologies for absence due to a cracked knee cap.  
The first main task was to cut and rake the ‘sedgey area’ of the Central Meadow. This was completed with 
the usual efficient teamwork and the group then moved on to the centre of the North Meadow and cut and 
raked a sector in the ‘Orchid area’. Finally, willow branches cut from trees overhanging the river at a 
previous work session, were laid across a developing path to restrict access to the cut areas. A live 7-spot 
Ladybird was discovered in the recently cut vegetation in the sedgey area.  
In light of general and consistent good behaviour and humour during the year, Mike stopped the session 
a little earlier than usual to allow the group to stream along to Penny and Ted’s to enjoy savouries, mince 
pies and mulled wine. Following thanks for the excellent refreshments, volunteers rediscovered muddy 
boots outside the back door and made their merry way home, reportedly vowing to work even harder on 
the Meadow in 2011!    Photos of the work session are on the web site at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html 
Forthcoming work sessions:  Sunday 2 & Thursday 20 January 2011. 
 
Group Membership for 2010 to 2011 – report by Wally Osborne 
Membership now stands at 284, with 52 lapsed members, compared to last year. If you have not yet 
renewed your membership, it is not too late. Send your subscription of £3 per person together with your 
name and address to Wally Osborne at 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF. Please be aware 
that if you have not renewed by the end of 2010, your name will be removed from the list of email 
members and you will not receive Brian’s and my fortnightly email news. You can rejoin at any time but 
membership runs from beginning of September to end of August of any one year. Your continued support 
is of great importance to us. 
 
Tree work  
I am meeting Andrew Skeet, arborist at HBC, in Brook Meadow before the New Year to discuss major 
tree work. Such work will be carried out by tree surgeons and might include pollarding large willows for 
example in Palmers Road copse branches of which are in danger of falling across the footpath. And also 
removing large branches which have fallen into and over the River Ems and are too large for BMCG 
volunteers to tackle. 
 
Biodiversity Action Plan for Havant Borough 
Hampshire has had a Biodiversity Action Plan for many years but we have not had one specific to Havant 
until now. Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust are in the process of creating a Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan (LBAP) for Havant Borough for the Planning Policy Department of HBC. The LBAP aims to 
identify the conservation needs of the Borough and then generate actions to target these requirements. 
Each of the actions has associated outcomes, partners to deliver the actions and a timescale. The LBAP 
is a working document that HBC will use in decision-making processes to ensure the conservation and 
biodiversity interests of the Borough are met. This plan is currently in the draft stage and is seeking 
feedback from key organisations and groups. BMCG, Emsworth Waysides and other local conservation 
groups around the Borough have been asked to comment.  
Actions include: managing SINCs, roadside verges & hedgerows for biodiversity; updating and improving 
species records; increasing engagement and celebrate local wildlife; improving understanding of 
biodiversity. All these actions conservation groups like BMCG have been doing for years so I have no 
difficulty ticking all the 'yes' boxes. What does concern me are the resource implications for BMCG in 
meeting the aims. This is especially relevant with the government cuts that are on the way and the lack of 
human resources that is of concern to all voluntary groups, not only BMCG. What we need is more 
resources not less to be able to carry out all these wonderful actions. 
But then there’s the ‘Big Society’! BTCV have put together a guide to help community groups such as 
BMCG understand the impact this may have on their group. It aims to describe what the Government 
means by the Big Society and what opportunities this agenda might open up for community 
groups/members of the BTCV Community Network. Next spring BTCV is planning to launch a new 
on-line resource for the members of their Community Network. Through this special, secure website, they 
plan to provide free resources to help with the groups’ organisation, fundraising, project management and 
communication. I couldn’t possibly comment! 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Harbour news 
With lakes freezing over, many birds have been migrating to the harbours.  Coot have assembled in the 
channel by Emsworth quay in amazing numbers - over 150 at the last count; and an exceptional 38 
Gadwall were in the main channel on Dec 16.  Anne de Potier spotted a lone Avocet in the harbour, a bird 
I personally have never seen in Emsworth, though they are regular in Nutbourne Bay.    
Meanwhile, hundreds of Wigeon and Teal can be found in the Nore Barn area, along with 150 or so 
Black-tailed Godwits, 100 Knot, a few Greenshank, and the famous Spotted Redshank.  
 
Millpond news 
The partly unfrozen millpond provided a refuge for a record 66 Tufted Duck on Dec 16.  Over 100 Mallard 
and 20 Coot were also on the millpond on that date, though the conditions are clearly not to the liking of 
the Swans as I could only find 6 there.  This is a good time of the year to see Kingfishers; I saw one today 
fly low over the frozen wastes of Peter Pond.   Gulls must have good insulation as they do not mind 
standing on the ice for long periods.   
 
Waxwings arrive 
The long awaited Waxwings finally arrived in Petersfield on Dec 9 and attracted good numbers of local 
birdwatchers armed with cameras to snap these spectacular birds.  Closer to Emsworth, 12 Waxwings 
were seen on Hayling Island on Dec 17, between Station Road and Grayshott Close.   I have been touring 
around the red berried trees in the town, but have seen none in Emsworth as yet.   
 
Garden birds 
Birds always flood into gardens in cold weather for food. I use sunflower hearts in my feeders, a bit 
expensive, but worth it to attract birds like Goldfinches and Tits.  Apples are useful for attracting 
Blackcaps.  I was very surprised to get a Brambling in the garden with a flock of Chaffinches on Dec 18 - 
a garden first for me.  Interestingly, Caroline French also had one in her North Emsworth garden on the 
same day, so look out for them.  Brambling is like a Chaffinch, but has an orange chest contrasting with a 
white belly.  Caroline also has had a Meadow Pipit in her garden, which is quite unusual.  However, 
Juliette Leach beat us all in having a Snipe in her Rowlands Castle garden, a very rare garden bird.  Not 
at all shy, she said, even coming almost up to the back door.    
Please let me know of any interesting birds you have seen in this cold spell.   
 
Other bird news 
Bird song is now starting to pick up.  Ralph Hollins has heard Blue, Coal and Great Tits in the past week, 
plus a short burst of Dunnock.  Dunnock should be singing generally before Christmas.  A local Song 
Thrush was heard briefly at dusk and Feral Pigeon is cooing.   
Cold weather has affected Skylarks which have been on the move in huge numbers.  Ralph Hollins saw 
an almost continuous stream of them over his Havant garden.  Ralph thinks we are not seeing a single 
huge flock all moving together, but many individual birds and small flocks making their own way in roughly 
the same direction, seeking respite from the cold weather.   
 
Molehills 
Moles have been very active on Brook Meadow over the past week or so, as they dig their new dark 
underground tunnels in search of worms.  During the work session on Dec 16, I counted over 400 fresh 
Molehills, which is a good number, but no where near the 1,000 or so we had in Feb 2005.  Most of the 
hills have been covered by the snow, but today I found several new ones being pushed up through the 
snow.  Interestingly, most of the molehills were alongside the main paths through the meadow, avoiding 
the open ground.  Dave Lee suggested people walking along paths brings the worms to be nearer the 
surface, which in turn causes the moles to be nearer the surface in their search for the worms.  Do you 
have any other explanation?   
 
Wild flowers 
This is hardly the time to look for wild flowers, but trust Ralph Hollins to find a single golden Kingcup on 
the South Moors and 15 flowers on the Dog Roses near the mouth of the Langbrook Stream.  Ralph also 
found Grey Field Speedwell and Field Pennycress in flower, with Spotted Medick still holding on near the 
Langstone roundabout. The Yellow-flowered Strawberries were out in Juniper Square Havant and some 
new ones on the path south beside the Langbrook Stream by the Langstone Technology Park approach 
road.  
 
Emsworth Wildlife web site  . . . http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 47-48, 22 Nov to 5 Dec 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

Work session – Sunday 5 December 
After all the snow and rain over the last few days, it was a very pleasant surprise to be greeted by a 
gloriously sunny day and 9 eager volunteers wanting to be kept busy and warm on this morning’s work 
session. There was still a bit of snow on some of the paths and some grassland areas were under water 
such as the SE corner of the South Meadow and the area near the Lumley entrance making conditions 
underfoot rather wet and slippery. We were therefore unable to cut any of these areas in accordance with 
our management programme. However, there was plenty of other tasks to do. 
The first task was to remove 2 ‘Road Closed’ signs and a ‘Men at Work’ sign which had presumably been 
used as toboggans during the snow. The signs were taken to the car park and HBC will be contacted to 
remove them. In addition, a Tesco shopping trolley was fished out of the river to the south of Brook 
Meadow and taken back to where it had come from. A thorough litter pick of Palmers Road copse 
produced a haul of two large bags including a shoe and a football. Several large Willow branches were 
cut down which were overhanging the footpath near the south entrance and a number of branches and 
debris were removed from the river Ems upstream of the south bridge. After a short refreshment break, 
several willows along the riverbank south of north bridge were pruned back. The brushwood was used to 
make dead hedges to restrict access from the northern riverbank path onto the North Meadow. Many 
thanks to all the volunteers for all their hard work. 
Forthcoming work sessions:  *Thursday 16 December with mulled wine & mince pies kindly provided by 
Penny Aylett* and Sunday 2 January 2011. 
 
Group Membership Renewals for 2010 to 2011 – report by Wally Osborne 
Membership continues to grow slowly and in the last 2 weeks has moved up to 278, leaving only 58 
lapsed members compared to last year. There is still time for you to respond to my ‘final reminders’ and 
you can check with me by phone / text on 01243 375433 / 07787 966162, or by e-mail at 
wjn545@homecall.co.uk. Otherwise you can mail to my home address, 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, 
Hants PO10 7TF. 
I want to take this opportunity to very sincerely thank the many Members who generously make donations 
to the Group when they send in their £3 subscriptions. The income from these donations boosts our 
annual income very significantly and so enables us to expand our conservation effort, year by year, whilst 
keeping membership fee at £3. 
 

Tree work along edge of Palmers Road car park 
A few weeks ago, I noticed that all the trees along the western edge of Palmers Road copse adjoining the 
car park had been quite severely cut back. This work has presumably been carried out by HBC. 

Slippery surfaces on bridges 
Both surfaces of the south and north bridges are getting very slippery because of fallen leaves. Rob Hill of 
HBC will be asked to get these surfaces cleaned. 

Pollution in River Ems 
The build up of a large amount of ‘dirty looking scum’ in the river north of the north bridge which I reported 
in the last email notes has dispersed. However, I noticed that there was a steady stream of ‘suspicious 
looking suds’ flowing down the river coming from Constant Spring. I think this is worth investigating 
further as somebody upstream from Brook Meadow may be discharging waste water into the river.  

Annual report and newsletters 
The annual report for the year 2009/2010 (the group’s 10th year) will be printed and distributed together 
with the December newsletter to all members not on email. The annual report includes an introduction by 
Wally Osborne, secretary, my chairman’s report and Pam Phillips Treasurer’s report. The annual report 
as well as the newsletter will be printed in colour to complete our celebrations of the group’s 10th birthday. 
By popular request we have decided to continue printing the newsletters in colour but they will be 
published quarterly instead of bi-monthly. So the first newsletter of 2011 will be distributed in March.  For 
members on email, my Chairman’s report is already on our website soon to be followed by Wally’s 
introduction and Pam’s Treasurer’s report.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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 LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

The big snowfall 
On Dec 2 we had what must have been the heaviest snowfall in the South for many years.  Seven inches 
deep on my garden table!   Such severe weather is very bad for birds, but good for birdwatching,  as birds 
flock into gardens, and rarely seen birds suddenly appear.  I saw reports of Snipe on the roadside and in 
gardens and Tony Wootton had a rare sighting of two Snipe on Brook Meadow near the railway tunnel.  
Caroline French had our only previous Snipe sighting in Jan 2009.  Bad weather also forces birds to move 
in huge numbers.  For example, thousands of Skylarks were seen crossing Portchester, heading south 
west, no doubt hoping to find snow free fields in Devon and Cornwall.   

Garden birds 
The day following the heavy snow I had a real bonanza of birds in my town back garden, not seen for 
several years.   Goldfinches were present all day long, with up to 20 of them jostling for space on the four 
sunflower heart feeders (I have given up on niger seed).  They also spent time prising seeds from the tiny 
cones of a neighbour’s Leyandii tree.  Goldfinches are such messy eaters that ground feeding birds, like 
Chaffinches, were able to feast on the droppings beneath the feeders.  Hundreds of Starlings spent the 
day flying around the area with up to 20 descending from time to time, to feed feverishly, before they went 
with a whoosh.   Black-headed Gulls were constantly scouring the area, occasionally swooping down to 
gobble up the moistened bread.  Pied Wagtail was a surprise visitor.  I did not see any Blackcaps, though 
Richard Somerscocks tells me he had one in his garden.   
 
Winter visitors 
I did a daily tour of the red berried trees in the local area, in search of Waxwings, but have had no success 
at all.  The only local sighting I am aware of was one in Warblington Cemetery on Nov 28, but Ralph 
Hollins was unable to find it when he searched the area the following day.  Has anyone else seen any in 
the local area?    
I was hoping for an influx of winter thrushes during the snowy period, like those we had last January, but 
the only ones I saw were three Fieldfare which took off from bushes on the Bridge Road Nature Reserve 
as I was taking photos of the snow on Dec 2.    Just after that I heard a squawking and looked up to see 
four Carrion Crows harassing a Buzzard immediately overhead.  Why don’t they fight back?  
 
Harbour birds 
Cold weather tends to drive birds south and we have seen a large increase in Knot in Emsworth Harbour 
over the past week.  Anne de Potier found 107 Knot being admired by ‘a small but appreciative fan club’ 
at Nore Barn on Dec 3.  Last winter we had flocks of around 500 Knot in Emsworth but not until January.  
Maybe, they are coming earlier this year.  Meanwhile, several hundred Dunlin and Brent Geese regularly 
feed in the harbour.  A great sight.   
Black-tailed Godwits (up to 150) remain a regular attraction at Nore Barn, several with colour-rings.    
A list of the colour-ringed Godwits seen this winter in Emsworth is on the web site 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm  
The Spotted Redshank is usually in the stream at Nore Barn, though Richard Somerscocks saw one in 
the main harbour near the floating jetty which he thought might be the Nore Barn bird on a fly about.  
Richard saw another Spotted Redshank in Dolphin Creek today (Dec 5).  Clearly, there is more than one 
in the local area and they are on the move.   
Richard has also spotted the colour-ringed Greenshank GY+GY a couple of times in Emsworth Harbour.  
This is the bird that has been a fixture in the small stream in Nutbourne Bay for several years.  Is it 
changing it habits?   
 
Other local sightings 
Richard Somerscocks was lucky to see four Sandwich Terns fishing in Emsworth Harbour near the 
millpond wall on Nov 21.  Sandwich Terns are, of course, mainly summer visitors, though a few do stay in 
our area for the winter.  Richard also got a photo of one in flight which is on the web site.    
The millponds have been largely frozen over with little of interest on them.  However, a handsome Lesser 
Black-backed Gull was standing on the ice on Peter Pond, not often seen on this pond.  About the same 
size as a Herring Gull, but it has darker wings and distinctive yellow legs.  In winter Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls have brownish streaking on their heads which gradually whiten with wear.   
I saw a Rock Pipit was on the seawall west of the Emsworth Sailing Club building on Dec 1, a scarce bird 
in this area.  It is much darker than Meadow Pipit (which also frequents rocky shores).   
Emsworth Wildlife web site  . . . has all the news and photos 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 45-46, 8 to 21 November 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

Back home after 5 weeks in Australia 
My son Peter is now married to a very nice Aussie girl called Belinda. Pete is opening a new restaurant in 
a small town called Montville in Queensland at the end of November. We saw lots of amazing wildlife 
including Kangaroos, Wallabies, a Koala bear asleep high up in a Eucalyptus tree on the main street of 
Montville, lots of very colourful parrots, very raucous Kookaburras that woke us up at night, Turtles and 
Noddy Terns on the Great Barrier Reef and many wonderful wildflowers and trees such as Strangler Figs.  
It’s taken me most of the week to recover from the 23 hour flight but it’s good to be back. On my first walk 
round Brook Meadow this afternoon, I made the following observations. Wasps are still busy going in and 
out of the underground nest in the NE corner of the North Meadow. There seems to be some pollution in 
the River Ems coming from the inlet north of the north bridge. A large amount of dirty looking scum has 
built up on some debris. Does anybody know where this has come from or what it is? There are a few 
areas of standing water as is usual at this time of year, such as the Lumley puddle and SE corner of the 
South Meadow.  
 
Work session – Thursday 18 November - report by Jennifer Rye 
It was the sort of day when it’s impossible to second-guess the weather! Heavy overnight rain, after a 
week of intermittent heavy rain caused the work session to be cancelled then reinstated twice before 
10am. In the end, a group of 7 hardy souls agreed to do such tasks as could be considered safe in wet, 
slippery conditions. The new hedgerow at Seagull Lane was cleared of surrounding vegetation so the 
planted whips can get maximum light and nourishment during the winter months. A similar task was 
attempted at the small plantation by the wall of the industrial estate but this will need more attention - 
grass clearance and mulching. One of the fallen willows on the raised riverbank path was trimmed of 
branches and twigs which could be reached from the path. Further tree work there was ruled out because 
of the steep banks and swollen watercourse. Welcome coffee and biscuits were provided by Pam. A final 
trim of overhanging nettles along the raised path leading back to the Lumley gate completed the 
morning’s work as rain came down harder than ever! 
Forthcoming work sessions:  Sunday 5 & *Thursday 16 December * with mulled wine & mincepies kindly 
provided by Penny Aylett 
 
Insect survey 
Bryan Pinchen has sent his report of the insect surveys he carried out over 6 months this year.  As well as 
a list of all the insects recorded, Bryan includes management recommendations and advice on further 
surveys. The full report will go on the BMCG website.  

HWT Watch Group visit  
Unfortunately, the annual HWT Watch Group visit planned for last Saturday had to be cancelled due to 
very wet ground conditions. Poor underfoot conditions made it impossible for the group of children, their 
parents and Watch group leaders to carry out the planned conservation work in the meadow. 

Membership renewals 
Membership continues to increase albeit rather slowly and currently stands at 261. There are still about 
60 people who have not yet renewed compared to last year. Wally Osborne has sent a reminder notice  to 
all people on email who have not yet renewed. If you have not already renewed, please fill in the renewal 
notice and take it or send it together with your subscription to Wally Osborne, 545 Southleigh Road, 
Emsworth, PO10 7TF. Many thanks for your continued support. 

Vandalism 
Unfortunately, the other new notice board, which Mike and Maurice made and installed next to the 
signcase at the north bridge has also been removed recently. It was found in the undergrowth. Not to be 
put off, Mike and Maurice will be putting in much stronger posts which we hope will deter their removal. 

Brook Meadow Through the Ages 
The book which contains information and many photos and maps about the history of Brook Meadow as 
well as the Conservation Group and the wildlife of Brook Meadow has been selling quite well. Now the 
Museum is closed for the winter, the only outlet in Emsworth is Bookends in the High Street. Alternatively, 
please order from me at 75, Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth PO10 7NR. The book is £5 plus postage and 
packing if bought by mail order. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


 LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Godwit news 
Black-tailed Godwit numbers have gone down a bit in Emsworth Harbour over the past 2 weeks as many 
are moving inland onto flooded fields to feed.  However, over 60 can still regularly be seen at Nore Barn to 
the west of Emsworth about 3-4 hours either side of high water.  Recording colour-ringed birds clearly 
shows how the composition of the flock changes from one day to the next.  Our most exciting find was a 
Godwit chick ringed by Pete Potts in Iceland this summer, only the 4th godwit chick seen in The Solent 
that will probably winter here!    So far this winter 23 different colour-ringed Godwits have been recorded 
in Emsworth.  A full list with photos is on the special Black-tailed Godwit web page at . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm 
 
Other harbour news  
Over 300 Brent Geese can now be seen in Emsworth Harbour, including good numbers of juvenile birds 
with white wing bars.  Wigeon numbers are also up to about 100, though Teal seem unusually scarce this 
year.  Meanwhile, the famous Spotted Redshank is regularly in the Nore Barn stream, sometimes 
accompanied by a Greenshank.  Good numbers of Oystercatchers, Redshank and Dunlin are also in the 
harbour but no Knot as yet.   
Richard Somerscocks was delighted to find 4 Sandwich Terns fishing in the main harbour near the 
millpond wall at 9am this morning.  His photo is on the web site.  Sandwich Terns are, of course, mainly 
summer visitors, though a few do stay in our area for the winter.   
 
Garden birds 
Food must be running short in the countryside, for I have had an amazing influx of birds into the garden 
over the past week, after several months of virtually nothing.  Interesting, how they all come in together, 
feed for about 15 minutes, then leave, presumably to forage a neighbour’s garden in the same way.   
I logged 16 species for the BTO Garden BirdWatch scheme, including a Coal Tit, 3 Greenfinches 
(increasingly rare birds) and a Dunnock (first one since April).   
I was also pleased to see a male-female pair of Blackcaps foraging in the shrubs.  Patrick Murphy also 
had one in his garden.  These are regular winter visitors from the continent, as distinct from the summer 
migrants we get on Brook Meadow.  Sticking apples on feeders or twigs is a good way to attract them.  
A Sparrowhawk caught a House Sparrow in Richard Somerscocks’ garden this morning.   
But the prize for the best garden bird of the week must go to Mary and Jim Colbourne who had a Black 
Redstart in their garden for about 2 hours on Nov 17 before the postman came and disturbed it.  This is a 
scarce bird, so I asked Mary to send a record to the HOS Recorder.  A photo is on the web site.   
 
Other bird news 
The Great Crested Grebe has been on the town millpond along with 8 Tufted Duck.  More should follow.  
Red-breasted Mergansers have not been on the millpond yet, but it will not be long, as there was a flotilla 
of 9 swimming in the main channel on Nov 13.   
I paid a visit to Baffins Pond in Portsmouth last week, one of my old haunts, and was rewarded with a fine 
collection of wild birds, including 72 Shoveler circling around each other with their heads beneath the 
surface of the water, shovelling up minute food particles.  Well worth a visit.   
Waxwings are getting closer!  So, keep a good look out for them on the red berried trees around the town 
and let me know as soon as you see any.   
Ralph Hollins had the pleasure of hearing a Song Thrush in full song at Warblington Cemetery on Nov 13.  
They will be regular in January. Also, in the area are . . .  
Avocets - 16 were in Nutbourne Bay on Nov 15 and may settle there for the winter.   
Purple Sandpipers – 4 on the rocks in front of Southsea Castle.  They will be there for the winter.   
 
Wild Flowers 
It is interesting to see what is still flowering in winter.  I logged nearly 40 plants in flower in the Emsworth 
area on Nov 11 and I am sure Ralph Hollins will double that number in Havant.   
I was interested to find Fool's Parsley with its distinctive long bracteoles beside the newly planted 
hedgerow at the end of Seagull Lane.  What I did not realise was that Wild Angelica, which is also  
flowering on the path through Palmer's Road Copse, can also have these bracteoles.  The two plants 
differ in many other ways, particularly the size and robustness of Wild Angelica.  
Winter Heliotrope is one plant we expect to find in flower in winter and it can be seen in several sites in 
Emsworth including the embankment by the Doctor’s Surgery and on the SW corner of Peter Pond.   
 
Emsworth Wildlife web site  . . . has all the news and photos 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 43-44, Oct 25 – Nov 7,  2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne 
Work session Sunday 7th November  
Eight volunteers, including one new volunteer, gathered in the late autumn sunshine and went a-mowing.  
The first main task was to cut and rake the remainder of the Lumley wet area. This was achieved by 
concerted effort and with great efficiency, and with the disturbance of only one small vole, in time for the 
refreshment break provided by Pam.   
Since the team was working so well at mowing, it was decided to cut and rake a further area in the 
favourable conditions, namely the southeast corner of the North Meadow. Despite a tough bramble patch 
and dead Great Willowherb taller than mower Pam, good progress was made before close of play and 
collection of rakes.  Thanks to you all and we can meet again on Thursday 18th November, for another 
action packed session.  Report by Mike Probert   
 
Group Membership Renewals for 2010 – 2011  
Membership continues to grow slowly and in the last 2 weeks has moved up from 241 to 2543. 
This means that there are still 84 of last year’s Membership in our ‘lapsed’ category. The annual 
subscription remains at the very low level of £3 and we urge you all to rejoin and thereby support our 
valuable conservation efforts. The ‘final reminders’ are now on their way by either e-mail, post or by 
personal delivery. If anyone is uncertain whether they have renewed, they can still contact me by phone / 
text on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162,or by e-mail at wjn545@homecall.co.uk Otherwise, my home 
address is 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7TF. 
 

Glow Worms on Brook Meadow?   
I have received the following e-mail report from Robin Scagell of the UK Glow Worm Survey. 
Quote:- Last year I received a report of a glow worm from someone living in North Street, who saw it in his 
driveway. Then today I received another report from a dog walker who had seen a fan-shape of glowing 
dots in Brook Meadow the other night. I didn't know about the existence of Brook Meadow Conservation 
Group as a result of the first report, but today's message mentioned the area, so I thought I'd report to you 
that there's a strong possibility that glow worms are to be found in the area. 
The recent observation may well not be of an actual glow worm, but I'm speculating that some animal 
actually ate a glow worm larva and was promptly sick, resulting in the small pattern of glowing dots which 
rapidly faded.  Are you aware of glow worms in the area? If so, I would welcome a count of numbers seen 
on a particular date for the database of glow worms in the UK. If not, it would be well worth looking after 
dark in midsummer. More information than you would probably ever need is available at 
www.glowworms.org.uk  If you have seen or heard about such happenings on Brook Meadow please let 
me (Wally Osborne) know so that I can send a consolidated report back to Robin.  

 
EMSWORTH WAYSIDES NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Westbrook Stream clearance 
Thankfully, the Environment Agency did not carry out their threat to remove every morsel of soil and silt 
from the stream, an act which would have seriously affected the Bridge Road Nature Reserve.  All they 
did in the end was round off the banks with a metre wide channel as required for flood control.  A good 
solid bank of soil was preserved, including the area supporting the rare Narrow-leaved Water-plantain 
plants.  A fair compromise and good to have harmonious relationships again with the EA.  
 
Waysides clearance 
Most of the 14 waysides in Emsworth have now been cut by the Council.  On Nov 4 a hearty band of 
volunteers made a start by clearing the arisings from three of them.  On the Bridge Road site we made 
two big piles of cuttings for Les of HBC to remove at his convenience.  We hope to complete the 
clearance of the other waysides shortly, though we will need Council assistance with the larger sites.  
Then the waysides will be ready for a fresh start next spring with lots of flowers and grasses.   
 
‘Weeds’ by Richard Mabey 
This recent book is a glorious celebration of those plants which many love to hate, but which we could not 
live without.  Weeds are the very core of nature and, of course, of our waysides project.  Looking for a 
Christmas present?  Look no further.  Mabey’s book is a joy, recommended reading for all waysiders and 
anyone with a keen interest in promoting a greener environment.  Go to Amazon for a good price.   
Waysides web site for all the news . . .  http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
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LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 
Harbour news 
Black-tailed Godwits are regular winter visitors to Emsworth Harbour.  A flock of around 150 regularly 
gather to feed on the near shore at Nore Barn, to the west of Emsworth, as the tide falls.  Richard 
Somerscocks and I have been recording the colour-ringed birds among them and we have already 
logged 17 different birds.  One we saw this afternoon is an old friend that I first saw in Emsworth over 14 
years ago and it looks as good as it did then, despite having flown to and from Iceland every year.   
All the Black-tailed Godwit news and sightings is on the Emsworth Wildlife web site at . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm 
While at Nore Barn don’t forget to check out the famous Emsworth Spotted Redshank in the small stream 
by the bridge.  It often feeds in company with a Little Egret.  This is a very rare wintering bird, which is now 
spending its 7th winter running with us.  Very confiding and photogenic as always.  
It is good to see so many Brent Geese with young in the harbour.  They have had a reasonably good 
breeding season following two poor years.  Wigeon, Teal and Shelduck are also here.   

Other bird news 
Nothing terribly rare in the local area this week (thank goodness), though I did get a little excited to find a 
Razorbill and a (possible) Pale-bellied Brent Goose on my WeBS count on Hayling Island.  I also found 
four strange dark green ducks on the Lakeside Holiday Village lake near Menghan, which I think might be 
Black East Indies Ducks.  Meanwhile, keep a look out for Kingfishers flying swiftly over the millponds and 
streams in Emsworth.   

Garden birds 
After a number of barren months, birds are at last coming back into my garden.  The bountiful supply of 
autumn fruits and seeds in the countryside must be running out.  Blue Tits have been searching around 
the shrubs for hibernating insects and Goldfinches are back on the sunflower hearts.  I have also seen 
Great Tit, Robin, Blackbird, Chaffinch and even a House Sparrow!  But gone are the days of 25 
Greenfinches on the feeders.  I rarely need to fill the feeders or buy new seed.  However, all is not lost, as 
Ralph Hollins reports that our Greenfinch population is being swollen by (hopefully healthy) continental 
birds.  

Insect news 
Yes, there are insects still about despite the cold weather.  Only today I had two Red Admirals fluttering 
around my garden.  They are now all-the-year-round butterflies.  Bees are still gathering nectar from Ivy 
flowers and the wasps’ nest on Brook Meadow is still active.  Dragonflies are also flying, a Common 
Darter was on Brook Meadow during today’s work session.   

Wild flowers 
I logged about 20 plants in flower on Brook Meadow alone this morning, including a quite splendid 
Creeping Buttercup.  I was surprised to find a very late flowering of Fool's Parsley in Palmer's Road 
Copse.  It has distinctive bracteoles hanging down from the umbels.  Ralph Hollins has also discovered 
several plants in flower in the Havant area, including Prickly Lettuce, Marsh-marigold and a Tomato!   

Fungi 
This is the season for fungi and there are a lot about this year.  Ralph Hollins has been particularly busy 
finding and identifying a bewildering variety in Stansted Forest and Hollybank Woods.  Best to look at his 
wildlife diary for Oct 27 and Oct 29 at . . . http://homepage.ntlworld.com/ralph.hollins/Diary.htm 
I was pleased to see Porcelain Mushrooms on the trunk of the large Beech tree in Hollybank.   
A cluster of large purple fungi found by the conservation workers on Brook Meadow this morning, in the 
area where they tip the cuttings, could be Wood Blewit (though I await correction from Ralph!).     

Autumn colours 
What a splendid autumn we have had.  I spent a couple of hours last Friday wandering around Hollybank 
Woods to the north of Emsworth.  This is well worth a visit if only for the pleasure of scuffing your shoes 
through fallen leaves.  The woodland was alight with a remarkable range of colours, mostly grades of 
brown of Sweet Chestnut, Oak and Beech, contrasting with glossy green leaves of Holly, copiously 
decorated with bright red berries.  Male Holly flowers are also showing their stamens, laden with pollen, 
but with nothing to fertilize.   
Emsworth Wildlife web site  . . . has all the news and photos 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 41-42, Oct 11-24,  2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Wally Osborne 
Work session - Thursday 21st October  
The morning after ‘The Cuts’ dawned bright and frosty, ready for 15 volunteers to start their own ‘Cut’ of 
the Lumley Wet Area, led by yet another Osborne. (I may change my name by the deed pole option!).  
Despite the very high turnout of volunteers, I decided that we should all concentrate on the cutting, raking 
and clearing the arisings from this important wild flower area, whilst the conditions underfoot remain 
good. With so many people available, we did tend to get in each others way to begin with but, overall, the 
outcome was excellent with three quarters of the plot cleared, leaving some refuges of standing growth 
for the resident invertebrates.  
The Power Scything was shared evenly between Mike Probert, Lesley Harris, Tony Wootton, Phil Wilde 
and finally Jennifer Rye, who all moved on to raking bagging and transporting the arisings to the central 
sacrificial area, together with Ute Wilde, Pam Phillips, Patrick Murphy, Maurice Lillie, Gaynor Wells, Dave 
Lee and Pat Walsgrove. This work continued throughout the morning, with a very welcome refreshment 
break provided by Pam.  
Other jobs fitted in were a litter pick by Jennifer, who also kept a careful eye on Graham Walsgrove, who 
began work on the cutting back the many Crack Willows which have fallen across the river. This latter 
task is a big one which we will return to during the winter months, hopefully supported by our contractor 
John Blamire, when his ‘chain saw use’ clearance has been given by HBC. 
This was a magnificent mornings work by all of our sturdy volunteers and I’m sure that they all enjoyed it 
in a perverse way, including the sweat and without tears.  
Thanks to you all and I hope that you will join me again on Sunday 7th November, for an action replay. 
 
A selection of photos taken by Brian Fellows can be seen in the three signcases on Brook Meadow and 
on the group web site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html 
 
Group Membership Renewals for 2010 – 2011  
Members have slowly continued to renew their Group Memberships over the past fortnight and this year’s 
total has grown from 227 to reach 241.  This means that there are still 94 of last year’s number in our 
‘lapsed’ category. The annual subscription remains at the very low level of £3 and we urge you all to rejoin 
and thereby support our valuable conservation efforts. Shortly, we shall be sending out ‘final reminders’ 
by either e-mail, post or by personal delivery. If anyone is uncertain whether they have renewed, they can 
contact me by phone / text on 01243 375433 or 07787 966162,or by e-mail at wjn545@homecall.co.uk    
My home address is 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, Hants PO10 7TF. 
 

‘Call for help by Emsworth Waysides Group   
The annual cut of the 14 Emsworth wayside sites has begun and, for best conservation effect, the 
arisings need be raked off and removed.  The timetable for this work is not yet ‘firm’ but volunteers are 
badly needed to help to further this important conservation project in our town.   Could anyone willing to 
help please contact Brian Fellows on brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk   
 
PS – As you may know, Frances Jannaway, our Acting Chair, is away on holiday in Australia and is 
expected home mid November. 

EMSWORTH WAYSIDES NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Progress report 
The first year of the Emsworth wayside scheme has been a huge success.  From being just yet another 
monoculture of closely mown grass, each of the 14 uncut verges and waysides have blossomed into a 
fine array of wild flowers and grasses.  This has increased biodiversity of the local area and will have a 
dual benefit in carbon reduction through reduced use of machinery and increased capacity of the 
waysides vegetation to absorb CO2 from the atmosphere.   
 
Westbrook Stream clearance  
The Environment Agency have done the annual clearance of vegetation from the Westbrook Stream in 
Bridge Road car park.  This was OK and they spared the fine growth of Bulrushes.  Less welcome was the 
sight of them digging out the silt from the edges of the stream.  Removing this would destroy much of the 
value and beauty of this wayside.  However, the team leader assured me that only a metre wide channel 
would be cut, leaving plenty of silt for the plants to grow in.  I hope so.   

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html
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Waysides web site: http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - by Brian Fellows 

 
Spotted Redshank returns 
The big news of the past week was the arrival of the famous 'tame' Spotted Redshank in the small stream 
at Nore Barn on Oct 18, three days earlier than last year.  This bird has given much pleasure to 
birdwatchers and local people over the years and it is good to see it looking fit and healthy, having flown 
to and from Northern Scandinavia since it was last here in March. As usual the best time to see this bird is 
1-3 hours either side of high water, depending on the height of the tide.  
 
Other harbour news  
Black-tailed Godwits are another birdwatching attraction in the Nore Barn area, where a flock of 100 or 
more regularly congregate to feed on the mudflats.  My friend Richard Somerscocks and I have logged 12 
colour-ringed birds, some old friends that come here year after year and other new to the harbour. It was 
particularly good to see the Kent-ringed bird back in Emsworth.  Godwit news is on a special page on the 
web site  . . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm 
Brent Geese numbers are building up in the local harbour and there are plenty of juveniles with white 
wing bars, indicating a good breeding season.  Wigeon and Teal are also back at Nore Barn.  
As I was walking along the Emsworth east beach on Oct 14, a Common Sandpiper flew up and landed on 
the old wooden jetty.  Probably a passage migrant, though it could possibly over winter in the area.   

Other local bird news 
Bird song has yet to get going after the end of the breeding season.  However, Robin and Wren are giving 
good bursts of song around Brook Meadow, while Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dunnock, Chaffinch and 
Blue Tit are calling in their different fashions.   
On the millponds, a Great Crested Grebe has been fishing on the town millpond for the past week and the 
Mute Swan pair are back on their breeding territory on Peter Pond.  This is a good time of the year to look 
out for Kingfishers over the millponds and Grey Wagtails on the River Ems.  Four Swallows were flying 
low over Peter Pond on a very cold day last week.  Surely, not hawking for insects?     
Coot have arrived in force on Chichester Gravel Pits with over 1,500 on the lakes on Oct 12.   
The appearance of a rare Red-flanked Bluetail way off course at the Sandy Point Nature Reserve on 
Hayling Island last Monday attracted an astonishing 800 twitchers to the site.  But not me!   
 
Plant news 
On Brook Meadow most plants are in the last stages of their flowering, or trying to flower again.  However, 
this is the season for Michaelmas Daisies, which are putting on a fantastic show, better than I recall 
having seen before.  Bulrushes have had a good year on the river and are spreading!    
The Ash on the railway embankment to the north of Brook Meadow is absolutely loaded with seeds.  
Meanwhile, the Sea-buckthorn bush on Slipper Millpond is covered in orange berries.  What with masses 
of fruit on the bushes, it is not surprising that there are few birds coming into gardens.   

Crayfish survey 
I met four members of the Environment Agency on Oct 19, doing a Crayfish survey of the River Ems on 
Brook Meadow.  They explained they did not really expect to find any but were more interested in 
establishing the suitability of the habitat for these creatures.  Apparently, introductions were being made 
in some areas, though we were not likely to qualify.  They also surveyed the river north of the railway.  

Insect news 
There are not many insects around at the moment, though dragonflies do emerge on sunny days.  I 
stumbled upon a male Common Darter sunning itself on the gravel path through Brook Meadow and a 
Southern Hawker was buzzing the volunteers during Thursday’s work session.  The occasional Red 
Admiral flutters past, while Speckled Woods can be relied on in wooded areas.   
Funny how spiders suddenly disappear.  A couple of weeks ago one could not avoid them, now there is 
not web to be seen.   

Lumley area of Brook Meadow  
The Lumley area, cleared by the conservation group on the last workday (see Wally’s report), has been a 
great success this year, probably due to the removal of the Hemlock Water-dropwort plants.  Divided 
Sedge and Distant Sedge and Sharp-flowered Rush have flourished and there was a record count of 
Ragged Robin with a good flowering also of Common Knapweed.   

http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/x-black-tailed-godwit.htm


Emsworth Wildlife web site has all the news and photos 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/ 
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 35-36, Aug 30 – Sep 12,  2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

 
Work session - Sunday 5 September - report by Wally Osborne 
On a cool morning with rain threatening, 12 volunteers turned out including a welcome new face Richard 
Somers Cocks, plus our friendly photographer Brian Fellows, recording events for posterity.  
Tasks lined up included finishing off with the power scythe, strimming by Jon Blamire in the South and 
part of the North Meadow, cutting back side growth on the occasional paths in south and north meadows, 
spreading out the arisings in the main sacrificial area, cutting back stinging nettles near the Seagull Lane 
entrance and the usual litter pick. 
Dave Lee operated the power scythe on the South Meadow with Pat & Graham Walsgrove, Penny Aylett, 
and Richard Somers Cocks raking, bagging and moving the arisings. Work on this area is now complete 
apart from cutting the SE corner a little later in the year which will be done by BMCG volunteers. 
Meanwhile, Barbara Wrigley and Maurice Lillie set about the perennial litter pick in Palmers Road copse, 
the river and later in the North Meadow. The rest of the team did an excellent job on the occasional paths, 
hopefully the last effort of this type in 2010, with Pam Phillips, Lesley Harris, Frances Jannaway and 
Patrick Murphy wielding the shears. 
 After a well deserved tea break provided as usual by Pam, heavy rain drops began but, unperturbed, the 
volunteers carried on with Pat, Dave, Graham and Penny spreading out the ‘now steaming’ arisings from 
the annual cut by John Blamire, to prevent the spontaneous combustion problem seen in past years. 
Hopefully, these efforts will not attract vandals. 
Frances led another group including Richard, Dave and Maurice to cut down some nettles on the Seagull 
Lane patch, whilst Pam finished off the path cutting work in North Meadow. 
While all of this was going on, Lesley was showing her expertise on the power scythe in the central 
meadow, taking down the many nettles stalks left standing by John Blamire’s cut and collect machine. 
Thanks to all for a great mornings’ work and hope to see you all and others at the next workday. 
Forthcoming work sessions:  Thursday 16 September and Sunday 3 October 
 
Annual cut 
Local contractor John Blamire returned last week with his cut and collect machine and cut selected areas 
in the Central and North Meadow. The arisings were dumped on the sacrificial area north of the line of 
willows. While John was cutting the north-eastern section, he discovered a large wasp nest and made a 
hasty retreat! A notice warning people of the nest has been put up. John will return over the next few days 
and complete strimming work in the North Meadow and Seagull Lane patch. 
 
Environment Agency annual cut 
A week or so ago, Mike Probert, who now deals with the EA on BMCG’s behalf, enquired when the EA 
would start their annual cut of the River Ems. We were amazed to hear that it had already been done in 
early July! We must have blinked when the work was being done as the only difference we could see was 
that the vegetation around the sluice near the central causeway has been cut short. We have informed 
the EA that we are not very happy with this situation and would like work carried out as agreed several 
years ago. For example, several large Crack Willow branches have fallen across the river which are 
already collecting debris and could reduce the river flow but more importantly the consequent shading will 
be to the detriment of the Water Vole habitat. In addition, there is renewed growth of Japanese Knotweed 
on the western riverbank near the gasholder. This very invasive plant can only be treated by the EA or 
another authorised body as it is near a watercourse. We hope that the EA will respond to our concerns 
about the necessity to manage the River Ems not just for flood risk but also for the management of a very 
rich wildlife habitat, namely a chalk river which includes a healthy population of Water Voles – a 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species. We will keep you posted as to our progress.    
 
Membership renewal  
More than 30 people renewed their membership at the Emsworth Show on August Bank Holiday Monday. 
Thanks also to those who have renewed since the last email notes. If you have not already renewed, 
please fill in the attached renewal notice and take it or send it together with your subscription to Wally 
Osborne, 545 Southleigh Road, Emsworth, PO10 7TF.  Thanks for your continued support. 
 
AGM on Wednesday 6 October at Emsworth Centre, South Street, 7pm.  For details go to web site:  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-forthcoming-events.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-forthcoming-events.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - By Brian Fellows 
Harbour birds 
One of the things I enjoy most is going down to Emsworth Harbour to look through the Black-tailed 
Godwits with my scope.   This past week I found two colour-ringed Godwits, one an old friend returning for 
another year with us, and the other a total newcomer. Also,  Greenshank, Oystercatcher, Redshank, 
Lapwing, Curlew and the odd Whimbrel.    About 20 mostly juvenile Shelduck are often in the channel in 
the Nore Barn area.   However, the big wave of migrant waders, ducks and geese will not be here for 
another month or so.  Pam Phillips tells me the Kingfisher can be seen around the Dolphin Creek area.   

Herons in formation 

John Forster was sailing off North Hayling on Sep 1, when he witnessed a flock of about 20 Grey Herons 
flying west in formation.  I posted John’s sighting on Hoslist and, interestingly, Sean Foote replied to say 
he had seen the same flock as they flew west over Thorney Island. “It was a magnificent and majestic 
sight!”   Grey Heron movements are fairly common at this time of the year, though you have to be lucky to 
see one!  I certainly haven’t! 

Cockspur 
Several people have asked me what is the tall grass growing out of a crack in the pavement in front of the 
Greenhouse Cafe in the centre of Emsworth.  It is called Cockspur (Echinocloa crus-galli) and is the sort 
of grass that just pops up here and there.  We have had it on Brook Meadow, but not this year.  It is 
classified as a ‘neophyte’, ie a plant introduced into Britain after AD1500 which is now established.  
Cockspur has been known in Britain since the 17th Century when it came in with wool imports.   

American invaders 
Paul Harmes, the Sussex Flora Recorder, confirmed that the plants I found growing in the Chichester 
Canal near Hunston were Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes), an aquatic weed in the United States, and 
probably a throw out from someone’s garden pond, because it 'took over'.   Paul said Water Hyacinth 
(Eichhornia crassipes) is also present in the canal.  Both are potentially invasive and need watching.    
Tom Ottley came across a very rare American invader on Thorney Island on Sep 5, namely Spartina 
patens (Saltmeadow Cordgrass) – possibly the only one in the country!  How did that get there?  
 

The butterfly year 
Brook Meadow has had a fairly good year for butterflies with 21 species recorded so far on Brook 
Meadow.  We had Brown Argus for the first time ever, though we have had no Clouded Yellow or Painted 
Lady, which is surprising, after that incredible Painted Lady invasion last year.   We have had a few Small 
Tortoiseshell sightings, but generally, they remain scarce.  White Admirals and Silver-washed Fritillaries 
did well in Hollybank Woods and, of course, there was that amazing Purple Emperor on the wheelie bin in 
Southbourne.  And Holly Blues have had a bumper year.   
 
Adders in Emsworth  
I have received two reports of dogs being bitten by Adders; both dogs survived following treatment.  
Adders generally are timid creatures which move away as soon as they feel the vibrations of any 
approaching animal.  However, if disturbed they can strike, though their bite is rarely fatal if promptly 
treated.  For a case study see . . . http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/cornwall/6620155.stm 
As these were the first reports of Adders in Emsworth, I would be interested to hear of any others.   

Water Vole sightings 
As I was standing on the small foot bridge to the north of Peter Pond on Sep 5, I had the good fortune to 
see a Water Vole swim across to the reeds in the channel. This was the first record from the Lumley 
Stream - Peter Pond area this year, though we had 11 sightings last year.   Maurice Lillie subsequently 
reported three other sightings he had on the River Ems on Brook Meadow, bringing the total number of 
Water Vole sightings for the year to 75.  This is well below that of the last two years, but at least we know 
they are still here.  All the news and sightings are on the group web site.   

Today’s news (12 Sep) 

Mike Probert spotted a Slow-worm on the Lumley area of Brook Meadow.  I heard Cetti's Warbler singing 
on Peter Pond, the first since end of June.  Hope it means they are staying.  More good news was a 
Bullfinch calling from Lumley copse this afternoon, the first of the year on the meadow.   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/cornwall/6620155.stm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 29-30, 19 July to 1 August 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

Work session Sunday 1 August - report by Jennifer Rye 
8 volunteers arrived at the Lumley gate, all ready to go: it was a fine day, overcast but quite warm. The 
main effort was in the Seagull Lane patch, where a new path was cut through the undergrowth by Mike 
with the power scythe, including a spur to the new hedge along Seagull Lane footpath. Meanwhile an 
incredible number of buckets of water were hauled from the Ems (by Patrick) and emptied into watering 
cans so that the new hedge plants could get a really good drink down their planting tubes. Pam attended 
to weeding around them, and Debbie did a good job of checking the thorn bushes to see how many have 
survived. Only about 6 are OK, but all the other plants look in good condition. The newish planting by the 
gate was also liberally watered. 
Pam did her usual sterling job of providing refreshments for us all. Then the Rowan plantation 
was cleared of bindweed, the occasional paths in the North Meadow were cut, and cleared of 
overhanging growth too. Debbie finished off with the power scythe, in the South Meadow, cutting 
the diagonal paths, which were also sided up. Barbara finished off with a general litter pick. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who did such a splendid job, and a special thank you to Patrick for most 
artistic barrow loading - never can a barrow have been so crammed! 
Next work sessions: Thursday 19 August & Sunday 5 September.  
Brian’s photos on web site . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html 
 
Annual cut & path strimming 
Local contractor John Blamire will start work in the South Meadow in next few days.  Les Foster of HBC 
has started strimming the edges of the main paths which I hope will be completed this week. 
 
Local Nature Reserve signs 
Six LNR signs were installed last Friday by Tealwoods of Sultan Road. The cream lettering on a dark 
green background looks very smart on the 4 signcases and 2 interpretation boards around the meadow. 
Brian has put a photo on the website. 
 
July Bat Survey – report by Graham Walsgrove 
The walk started at 8.50pm as usual from Palmers Road car park and included two volunteers (Pat & 
Graham Walsgrove). Unfortunately Nik Knight could not make this week, but we hope he can join us for 
our August survey. 
The walk over the south bridge, past the causeway seat and over the north bridge through to Constant 
Spring produced no detections. Maybe it was too early or windy, but very disappointing as there was 
plenty of food flying around. Our first detections were at Constant Spring and although they were short 
and ‘clicking’ we did see a bat fly low across the water, so perhaps a Daubenton? The midges were biting 
so we did not linger! 
All the way from the Lumley railway bridge to the cottages, Pipistrelles, probably both types, were heard 
and also by the Rookery. From the Rookery, past Peter Pond and the south bridge to the car park all was 
quiet. The walk ended at 10.15pm. 
 
Hampshire Water Festival and Ems Valley walks 
Many thanks to the 10 people who turned up to set up and man the Havant Conservation Forum stall at 
the Hampshire Water Festival, especially Pam Phillips for helping with bringing, putting up and taking 
down the gazebo and to Ray Cobbett of Havant Friends of the Earth for paying for the pitch. It's reckoned 
about 12000 came to the event over the two days of perfect weather. BMCG had displays of photographs 
and the Brook Meadow through the Ages book and wildlife ID guides for sale of which we sold a good 
number. Other conservation groups rep[resented included Emsworth Waysides, Friends of Park Wood, 
Langstone Conservation Volunteers, Havant Borough Tree Wardens and BTCV. In general we attracted 
less people than last year and think this might be due to the fact that we were not providing an activity as 
others were in the immediate area. This is food for thought on subsequent occasions. 
Ems Valley Walks The morning walk led by Brian Fellows attracted 5 people. The afternoon walk led by 
Jennifer Rye attracted 3 people. It was very hot but the walks were enjoyed by all. 
 
Forthcoming events: 
Monday 30 August – BMCG stall at Emsworth Show – renew your membership, look at our displays of 
wildlife and conservation photographs, buy a copy of the Brook Meadow Through the Ages book. 

 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - By Brian Fellows 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html


Rare local butterflies  
The big news of the week was the discovery of two rare butterflies, never before seen in our local area as 
far as I am aware.  Andy Brook discovered two Brown Argus butterflies in Hollybank Woods to the north of 
Emsworth on July 18.  Then, a few days later on July 23, Dorothy and Alan Bonner, had a more 
astonishing find of a Purple Emperor on their wheelie bin.   ** Photos of both butterflies can be seen on 
the Emsworth web site.  Address below.  
 
Other insects 
After several ‘possibles’, Caroline French and I got the first ever ‘rock solid’ sighting of a male Beautiful 
Demoiselle on Brook Meadow on Aug 1.  This insect is easily separated from the more common Banded 
Demoiselle by its completely dark, unbanded, wings.  ** See photo on web site.   
Andy Brook reports female Glow-worms are now active in Hollybank Woods.  The bright fluorescent 
green lights of the females glow brightly in the leaf litter to attract males (only the males fly).  
 
Very rare plant – Ralph Hollins has resumed his wildlife diary after a break of several months during the 
serious illness of his wife.   And what a way to return with the discovery of the very rare Spreading Hedge 
Parsley (Torilis arvensis) in a Langstone garden on July 20.  This was a first for SU70 and only the third 
anywhere in south Hampshire in the past fifty years.   Welcome back Ralph!   
For full details see Ralph’s web diary at . . . http://homepage.ntlworld.com/ralph.hollins/Diary.htm   
 
Brook Meadow plant news 
Brook Meadow is an amazing galaxy of wild flowers of various colours and heights.  Prominent in the 
south meadow are the huge plants of Wild Angelica, already towering over masses of Creeping Thistle 
and Great Willowherb.  The attractive flower spikes of Marsh Woundwort are showing well at the northern 
end of the Bramble path.   Pepper-saxifrage is now out on the east side of the Lumley area, along with 
Strawberry Clover and Water Mint.    
Fool's Parsley, Scentless Mayweed, Stone Parsley and Lesser Swine-cress are just some of the plants 
that have come up in the disturbed ground by the new hedgerow on the Seagull Lane patch.   
The Common Ragwort plant by the Seagull Lane gate has been completely stripped of all its leaves and 
flowers by Cinnabar caterpillars, leaving a simple bare stem.   
The large Ash tree on the railway embankment is loaded with keys with brown gnarled lumps on them.  
From the internet I gather that these are galls caused by an eriophyid mite.  
 
Bird news 
Black-tailed Godwits are back from their breeding grounds in Iceland where they have been the subject of 
close  study by Pete Potts and his team.  There are some photos of Pete’s group at work in Iceland on the 
following link http://www.siglfirdingur.is/v.asp?page=251&Article_ID=69 
Meanwhile, all is quiet again on Hayling Oysterbeds as most of the Black-headed Gulls and Common 
Terns have left, leaving just a few stragglers to hold the fort.  Newcomers include Common Sandpiper.   
Ralph Hollins counted 124 Little Egrets going into the roost in the trees behind Langstone Mill Pond.  and 
numbers should continue to increase during August.  An impressive sight at dusk.   
The five hand-reared Greylag Geese that David Gattrell introduced onto Peter Pond a month ago, but 
which were confined in a pen, have now been released.  Greylags are not common in our area and these 
birds are an attractive and interesting addition to local biodiversity.   
 
Mammals 
During the Sunday work session on Brook Meadow, Mike Probert and I watched a Pygmy Shrew scuttling 
around for food on the north meadow.  It is Britain’s smallest mammal, and is so tiny that it is near the limit 
at which a warm-blooded animal can exist.  Sadly, I saw one of the baby Hedgehogs that were born in my 
garden, dead in Bridge Road car park.  I have no further news of the others.   
 
Web site for all local news and photos . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  
 
Emsworth Waysides news  
See the web site for more details on the following news items: 
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS.htm 
1. Plant surveys of 12 of the 14 wayside sites have been completed and the results are astonishing with a 
total of 210 plants.   Just shows the value of leaving an area uncut.   
2. I gave a talk on the Emsworth Waysides project to the ERA on Monday 26 July 2010.  Well received!  
3. Bath Road as a wayside? Probably not yet, but maybe in the future.   
4. The wayside at the top of Valetta Park has a possible ‘notable’ grass.   

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/ralph.hollins/Diary.htm
http://www.siglfirdingur.is/v.asp?page=251&Article_ID=69
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 27-28, 5 to 18 July 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

Work session Sunday 15 July - report by Pat Walsgrove 
After a night of windy showers, the day started dull with light rain but by 10am this had cleared and it was 
dull but a little damp in the air. It improved during the work session and we even saw some brightness. Pat 
was the leader, being assisted by eight other willing volunteers, Jennifer, Ute, Pam, Gaynor, Lesley, Phil, 
Graham and a warm welcome to a new volunteer Maurice. They all set to work clearing the edges of the 
paths from overhanging vegetation, a litter pick of the entire meadow (which resulted in two large bin 
bags of rubbish being collected) and the information boards were given a good clean. A welcome mid 
work refreshment break was taken and dear Pam as usual provided tea, coffee and biscuits. Our thanks 
as always to Pam and also to all the volunteers. 
Next work sessions: Sunday 1 & Thursday 19 August.  
 
Borough in Bloom 
HBC has entered the Brook Meadow Conservation Group in the Borough in Bloom competition, class 
nature conservation this year. The group was awarded a ‘certificate of excellence’ in 2006. The results 
will be announced in September. 
 
Annual cut & path strimming 
It’s time for Brook Meadow to have its annual cut. Last year a mosaic cutting programme was carried out 
by local contractor John Blamire over a period of several months. We plan to continue this again this year. 
Wally and I went on a site visit yesterday and have agreed which areas need cutting. I am meeting John 
Blamire tomorrow to discuss this with him. We hope John and colleagues will start work in the South 
Meadow in next few days.   I am also meeting Les Foster of HBC tomorrow to arrange strimming the 
edges of the main paths. 
 
Fly tipping on Seagull Lane patch 
It seems that as soon as the previous load of fly tipping of garden rubbish was removed, another load 
appeared at the Seagull Lane entrance. This time it was a load of dried twigs and leaves but including bits 
of paper and plastic which were spread out in front of the interpretation board. Very strange! Wally was 
first to report this incident last Thursday,15 July. This will have to be removed as it looks a bit of a mess. 
If anybody knows anything about this, can they please contact me. 
 
Brook Meadow Through the Ages book 
If you haven’t already got your copy, the Brook Meadow Through the Ages book is on sale in Emsworth at 
Bookends and the Museum. It will also be on sale at various events, such as the Hampshire Water 
Festival (July), Emsworth Show (August), Park Wood Festival (September) and our QGM in October. If 
you would like to buy a copy but cannot get to Emsworth, please let me know and I will post one to you. 
The books are on sale at £5. My phone number is: 01243 430314, email: frances@pracdev.co.uk, 
address: 75 Bosmere Gardens, Emsworth, PO10 7NR. 
 
Forthcoming events: 
Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 July - Hampshire Water Festival – Stoughton Country Park, free entrance. 
BMCG will be represented along with other conservation groups in the Borough such as Emsworth 
Waysides, Havant Borough Tree Wardens, BTCV, Friends of Park Woods, etc. 
Sunday 25 July – Two Ems Valley Walks, 10am and 2pm. The morning walk led by Brian Fellows will 
include Brook Meadow and the millponds to the south. The afternoon walk led by Jennifer Rye will include 
Brook Meadow and the Ems valley to the north. Meet next to the Brook Meadow information board in 
Palmers Road car park. The walks take about 2 hours. 
Monday 30 August – BMCG stall at Emsworth Show – renew your membership, look at our displays of 
wildlife and conservation photographs, buy a copy of the Brook Meadow Through the Ages book. 
 
Emsworth Waysides news – by Brian Fellows  
Martin Rand, the BSBI Recorder for South Hants, has confirmed the identity of Smaller Cat's-tail (Phleum 
bertolonii) on the Havant Road wayside opposite Highland Road.  We would not have known about it if it 
had been cut.  This goes for all the other flowers now springing up on the waysides.  The Bridge Road car 
park wayside is amazing with 118 different plants counted this year alone.  Meanwhile Ladies Bedstraw is 
flowering, as usual, on the grass verge on Bath Road.  Although this is not an official wayside, I have 
asked Les and John (HBC workers) not to cut it.   
Friends of Emsworth Waysides web site . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
mailto:frances@pracdev.co.uk
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/


 LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - By Brian Fellows  

Godwit news 
The Black-tailed Godwit season is upon us again and and time for logging colour-ringed birds.  Pete Potts 
has been in Iceland monitoring and ringing the chicks as they hatch.  Initial reports suggest a poor 
breeding season.  Dudley Hird has already seen thousands of returning Black-tailed Godwits in Kent and 
many are now turning up in our local harbours.  About 40 are back in Emsworth Harbour, all decked out in 
their orange-brown summer plumage; best seen from the marina seawall.   

Terns and gulls 
Chris Cockburn confirmed an exceptionally good breeding season for most seabirds on the RSPB islands 
in Langstone Harbour.  Little Terns exceeded all expectations with 44 fledged from Baker’s Island.  
Sandwich Terns had their best productivity with 112 fledged birds, a new record.  In contrast, Common 
Terns did poorly on the islands.  However, they did very well on Hayling Oysterbeds so all was not lost.  
Yet more records, with at least 5,500 fledged Black-headed Gull chicks and at least 65 Mediterranean 
Gulls, with more to come. What the heck is going on this year?   
 

Other bird news 
The Mute Swan family with 5 cygnets from Thorney Little Deeps is still in the harbour near the quay and 
the family with 3 cygnets from the marina can usually be seen in Dolphin Lake. As expected the Mute 
Swan nesting on the west bank of Slipper Millpond lost all her eggs.  Meanwhile a summer flock of 26 
Swans have settled in at Nore Barn to see out the annual moult.   
 
Brook Meadow plants 
Brook Meadow is currently a blaze of colour with summer flowers in full bloom; whites, reds and yellows.  
Less conspicuous are the glossy brown spikelets of Sharp-flowered Rush which has spread amazingly 
on the Lumley area.  Red Bartsia and Black Knapweed are also in flower on the Lumley area and the 
leaves of Pepper-saxifrage with flowers to come.  This is certainly a good year for plants following a very 
slow spring.  Was the cold winter good for them?   Blackberries are ripening, but not sweet enough to eat 
just yet.  Gavin Miller spotted the first ever Purple Loosestrife on Brook Meadow up from the south bridge.  
Smooth Brome (Bromus racemosus) is another new one for the Brook Meadow plant list.  Look for its 
loose panicles on the path around the Lumley area.  The large Ash tree on the railway embankment is 
covered in clusters of green ‘keys’, with gnarled brown lumps.  Apparently, these are galls caused not by 
an insect but by an eriophyid mite called Eriophyes Fraxinivorus. 
 
Other flower news 
The large yellow daisies of Perennial Sow-thistle (Corn Thistle in some books) are showing well on the 
east bank of Peter Pond, where the bulbils of Crow Garlic are more numerous than I have ever known 
them.  The Wickor Bank on the west side of Thorney Island is also awash with wild flowers, well worth a 
walk.  The first Lesser Burdock is open on the bank.   
Over at Nore Barn, I was pleased to find Lax-flowered Sea-lavender for the first time ever, on the 
saltmarshes to the east of the stream.  Other plants in this area included Common Sea-lavender, 
Grass-leaved Orache, Sea Purslane, Common Cord-grass, Red Fescue, Annual Seablite, Sea Plantain, 
Sea Couch, Common Glasswort, Sea Beet and the highly aromatic Sea Wormwood.  Golden Samphire 
had a few flowers open.   
 
Insect news 
Gatekeepers have emerged in force to replace Meadow Browns as the dominant brown butterfly.  
Skippers still flutter around the grasses and there are some stunning Commas and Red Admirals to be 
seen, though Whites are still a bit thin on the ground.  Red Soldier Beetles are always attracted to the 
large white flowerheads of Hogweed, variously feeding, fighting, mating and just lounging around.  
Common Ragwort is less common on the meadow, but is a magnet to Cinnabar caterpillars, which have 
been making short work of a rather small specimen near the Seagull Lane gate this past week.  I saw a 
6-spot Burnet Moth on Brook Meadow on July 10, my first sighting here since 2005.    
 
Hedgehog news 
And finally, the Hedgehog family of mum and 3 youngsters which disappeared from my back garden has 
been found by a neighbour in her garden.  She gave them cat food, which no doubt accounts for their 
desertion. Patrick Murphy also had a Hedgehog in his garden in Christopher Way on July 16.    

BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 23 - 24, 7 to 20 June 2010 



Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  
Work session Thursday 17 June  
The main task for the last work session in June was to complete the preparations for the Open Day on 
Sunday. Fortunately,13 volunteers turned up to ensure this was done. The tasks included cutting with the 
power scythe, raking and removing vegetation in area around the wishing tree, cutting all the occasional 
paths with the power scythe, strimming back the Stinging Nettles along the path from the car park next to 
the bottle bank to the Water Vole fence as well as the edges of the main path in the South Meadow, 
cutting back Brambles and Stinging Nettles overhanging the main and occasional paths, especially in 
Palmers Road copse, cutting round entrances, bins, signcases, seats, steps, etc., filling in holes in 
community area and in front of Beryl’s seat, cleaning all 4 signcases and 2 information boards and giving 
the whole meadow a thorough litterpick. Pam provided welcome refreshments at half time. Many thanks 
to all the volunteers for all their hard work enabling us to finish at about 12.30pm. 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 4 and Thursday 15 July.  
 
Sunday 20 June – Open Day to celebrate the group’s 10th birthday 
What a day! The sun shone, there was a cool breeze, people came and enjoyed the beauty of the 
Meadow and even the Red Arrows flew past! About 20 volunteers were raring to go at 8am and the slick 
organisation of the Brook Meadow Open Day team slid into action. After all the equipment, tables, chairs 
had been moved onto the Meadow, the construction team (Mike, Wally, Pam, Graham, Dave, Maurice 
and Phil put up the marquee and 5 gazebos with remarkable ease. Meanwhile, Richard ably assisted by 
Ute, Gaynor and Leslie decorated all the entrances with multicoloured streamers and put up programme 
boards. Pat and Frances put out the nature trail and Dave did a last minute clear up of dog mess. And 
finally, all the stalls were set up, including bat and bird boxes by Pete Hodges, willow weavers Ganesh & 
Elaine and Steve Taylor local herbalist, in time for the opening at 11am.  

Brian Fellows led a nature walk at 12 noon. The walk started with about 3 or 4 people but ended up 
with about 8 or 9 as they progressed round the meadow. Pied Piper comes to mind! Steve Taylor led 2 
herb walks at 1.30 and 3.30pm also attracting a good number of people (at least 12). Steve also had two 
Making Medicine on the Meadow sessions demonstrating how to prepare Comfrey oil and then make it 
into a cream. Other timed activities included storytelling by Feral Theatre Group, who acted out with a 
puppet made from recycled plastic bags, accompanied by accordion music and singing, a very poignant 
tale about a fox. Emily Laurens (one of Feral Theatre group) who is a member of BMCG also made Water 
Vole finger puppets and painted the faces of lots of children with British butterflies and spiders. All day 
activities included Willow Weaving, with Pam Phillips making a gorgeous snail, the ever popular Wishing 
Tree thanks to Jill and Barbara, Nature Hunt and Trail, making Bird and Bat boxes as well as displays of 
photographs of wildlife and conservation work. The Brook Meadow Through the Ages book proved very 
popular of which we sold 32 copies.  Last but not least, the fabulous selection of homemade cakes and 
other goodies all made by local people as well as tea including herb teas, coffee and various cordials. 
Thanks are due to Dave Wagg of Emsworth Home Hardware for supplying paper plates, cups, serviettes 
and plastic beakers. And also to Emsworth Horticultural Society for lending us 3 gazebos and their gas 
urn.  

As usual, we stickered everybody with a BMCG logo who came to the meadow and we estimate that 
there were about 400 visitors. Many, many thanks to all the volunteers who helped to make this a very 
special 10th anniversary of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group. 
 
 
Bat survey 
Pat and Graham plus a few others from the group are meeting Nik Knight tomorrow evening to carry out 
a bat survey of Brook Meadow and the surrounding area especially to confirm the recording of Serotine 
bats during the survey in May. 
 
Insect survey 
Bryan Pinchen completed the third insect survey last Thursday and sent me this report, “I have had time 
to go through the specimens I collected and amongst them was a single specimen of the Red Data Book 
3 solitary bee, Certina cyanea. I caught it at the northern end of the meadow when Brian was with me – 
it’s a bright metallic blue bee. It is very much an east Hants/West Sussex/Surrey species, I have 
previously recorded it at Beacon Hill NNR and on the edge of Winchester which was about the most 
westerly known specimen. Red Data Book 3 classification is: Rare. Small, thinly scattered local 
populations, but not at present considered to be vulnerable or endangered. All in all I'm beginning to build 
up a fairly impressive species list for the site.” 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


 LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - By Brian Fellows  
Local bird news 
Coot are doing well on Slipper Millpond with a family of 5 chicks on the northern raft plus another family of 
3 small chicks on the same pond.   Last week, I witnessed local resident David venturing into the muddy 
waters of the pond to rescue a Coot chick that had got entangled in fishing line.   
Brendan Gibb-Gray reported Moorhens were nesting again on the boat called Eyas in Dolphin Lake, 
which, fortunately for the Moorhens, never moves.   Brendan also said 4 Tufted Ducks have been present 
on the pond for much of the week, but they will not be nesting here.   
The Mute Swan is still on her nest on the west side of the pond, probably sitting on just one egg, after 
having had 5 others washed away.  One of the three cygnets in Dolphin Lake is a white ‘Polish’ variety 
that we often have in Emsworth.   
 
Other nesting news 
Following a tip off from Lesley Harris, I went over to Lordington Park, just north of Walderton, to have a 
look at the House Martins that have been nesting there for many years.  The matron said she liked them, 
but regretted the mess they made on the walls and windows!  I counted 22 nests, about half of which were 
probably active.  What a pity we do not have any left in the Emsworth area.   
Good news from Hayling Oysterbeds, where 80 pairs of Common Terns are nesting with chicks hatching 
daily, plus hundreds of Black-headed Gull chicks, almost fledging.  A great spectacle not to be missed.  
No Little Terns on the Oysterbeds this year, but 60 pairs are nesting on the RSPB islands in Langstone 
Harbour, where there is also a record number of Mediterranean Gulls, which probably accounts for their 
increased presence over the Emsworth area, and on Slipper Millpond, in particular.  
 
Insects 
I had the pleasure of accompanying entomologist, Bryan Pinchen on his monthly insect survey of Brook 
Meadow on June 17 and was truly amazed at the huge number of insects caught with each sweep of the 
net, all largely unseen on casual observation.  Among those Bryan pointed out were Grass Bugs, 
Picture-winged Flies, Black-tailed Skimmer, Dock Leaf Bugs, Flea Beetles, Short-winged Conehead, 
Roesel’s Bush-cricket, Snail-killing Flies, Robber Fly and Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum which is a bit of 
a rarity.   Plus the Red Data solitary bee mentioned by Frances above.   
Several people reported seeing Small Tortoiseshells during the Brook Meadow Open Day, which was 
very good news.  Also, reported were Large Skipper, Speckled Wood, Common Blue, Meadow Brown 
and Red Admiral.   We also found a highly distinctive caterpillar feeding on Meadowsweet with four tufts 
of bright yellow hairs along its back and bunches of fine black hairs at each end of its body, which I 
subsequently identified as a caterpillar of the Vapourer Moth.   
 
Plants 
Grasses on Brook Meadow are currently at their splendid best, many at shoulder height and waving in the 
breeze.  Enjoy walking through them and consider, without grasses the human race would not exist!  The 
first Toad Rush of the year is showing near the Lumley gate, far more than usual.  Orchids are also doing 
well on Brook Meadow with 8 Common Spotted, 2 Southern Marsh and 5 Bee Orchids.   
There is a magnificent crop of Sea Club-rush  flowering on the western edge of Peter Pond, with Blue 
Water Speedwell nearby and Biting Stonecrop is out on the on the eastern wall of the town millpond.    
I found an unusual hairy Common Milkwort on Nore Down near West Marden on June 17, the likes of 
which West Sussex BSBI Recorder Alan Knapp had never seen before.  Must check it again.    
 
Waysides News 
Most of the Emsworth waysides are now flourishing, despite a few initial hiccups.  The Bridge Road site, 
in particular, is a riot of wild flowers and grasses.  The plant list now stands at an astonishing 127.  This 
place must have a botanical history?   Take a look next time you are in the car park.  You will also see the 
new information board, bought with donations from several local organisations. Thanks. Meanwhile, our 
female Mallard is back on the Westbrook Stream with a family of 9 tiny ducklings, three dark ones and 6 
light coloured.  The two male Mallards are still around to make life difficult for her!   
 
Other wildlife  
We have noticed droppings in our garden for some while. This week the culprit revealed himself as a 
Hedgehog, the first we have seen for some years.   I do not usually mention fish in these reports, but I 
have to report having seen Pike in the River Ems beneath the south bridge as well as the usual Brown 
Trout and Eels.  There are also magnificent shoals of Grey Mullett swimming in Slipper Millpond.   
 
Friends of Emsworth Wildlife . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  
For all local wildlife news and photos please visit the new community Emsworth Wildlife web site. 

http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 21-22, 24 May to 6 June 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

Work session Sunday 6 June  
It was a very warm but fortunately cloudy morning for the 8 volunteers (Frances, Wally, Pam, Jennifer, 
Pat, Graham, Dave and Barbara) who turned up for the first work session in June. The main task of the 
morning was to prepare the Meadow for the Open Day in two week’s time concentrating on paths in three 
areas: the northern section, South Meadow and community area. This included cutting back branches 
overhanging the northern riverbank path, clearing Stinging Nettles and Brambles along the path and 
around the north bridge and Seagull Lane entrance. The hazel copse near the north bridge was also 
given a bit of TLC by removing some large grasses and other vegetation. The bramble path and diagonal 
path in the South Meadow were cut first with the power scythe and then with shears, cutting back Stinging 
Nettles and Bramble from the path edges. The cuttings were raked and removed to a sacrificial area. 
Stinging Nettles and Brambles were also cut back from the central causeway path from the seat towards 
the Lumley gate. The power scythe was also used to cut the occasional paths in the Central Meadow and 
some of paths in the North Meadow. After a most welcome refreshment break provided as usual by Pam, 
the community area in the Central Meadow was cut with the power scythe and the cuttings raked off and 
removed. Finally, Jennifer donned waders and removed a number of branches which were causing a 
build up of material in the River Ems near the south bridge. Many thanks to all the volunteers who worked 
very hard on a rather humid morning.  
Photos of the work session  are on the web site at  
. . .  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html 
 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions include:  
cut, rake and remove vegetation in area around wishing tree, cut all occasional paths with power scythe 
and community area only if necessary, cut back Brambles and Stinging Nettles overhanging paths 
including Palmers Road copse, fill in holes in community area, cut around steps, entrances, bins, 
signcases, etc, clean signcases and information boards and a thorough litterpick 
Forthcoming work sessions - Thursday 17 June and Sunday 4 July.  
 
Strimming edges of main paths 
Les and John (HBC) will be selectively strimming the edges of all the main paths next week. 
 
Herb Walk 27th May – report by Caroline French 
Sixteen people, including eleven non-members, joined local herbalist Steve Taylor for a pleasant and 
informative summer evening walk through Brook Meadow. Steve chose several examples of common 
plants found on the Meadow and explained how they were once used as remedies or for their 
health-promoting properties before the era of modern medicine. Indeed, traditional herbal remedies are 
still widely used and modern medicines are often derived from plants.  

One example chosen by Steve was Comfrey, which country folk often referred to as ‘knitbone’. It was 
traditionally used for treating a wide range of conditions, including wounds and broken bones. 
Interestingly, modern science confirms that the plant contains a compound called allantoin, a cell 
proliferant that speeds up the natural replacement of body cells. It just goes to show that our forebears 
knew a thing or two, even if their explanations owed more to the planets and seasons than to scientific 
evidence! Their knowledge was passed down through the generations and built upon though their own 
experiences.  Other plants that Steve spoke about included Common Nettle, Cleavers, Willow, White 
Deadnettle, Garlic Mustard, Butterbur, Gorse and Bramble, all of which were, and continue to be, used for 
their medicinal and health benefits.  

 
Sunday 20 June, 11am to 5pm – Open Day to celebrate the group’s 10th birthday 
Activities include: Willow Weaving workshops, Bird & Bat box workshops, make your own Water Vole 
finger puppet, Nature Hunt & Nature Trail. Guided Walks led by Brian Fellows at 12 noon and local 
herbalist, Steve Taylor (times to be announced). Butterfly spotting, Wishing Tree, Face Painting 
(2.30-3.30pm), Storytelling with music and puppets by Emily and Persephone at 2pm and 4pm.  
Plus beautiful photographic displays of Wildlife & Conservation Work. 
Plus Wildlife Identification Guides for sale as well as the recently published ‘Brook Meadow Through the 
Ages’ book, a history of Brook Meadow from Mill & Water Meadows to Local Nature Reserve. 
Plus homemade cakes, biscuits & savouries, coffee/tea (including herb teas for you to try) & soft drinks.  
Plus HBC trailer in Palmers Road car park with displays on nature conservation around the Borough. 
Entrance is free but there will be a charge for some workshops, which can be booked on the day to avoid 
disappointment. Free parking in Palmers Road car park, off North Street. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS - By Brian Fellows  
Water Vole news 
With the burgeoning of the bankside vegetation on Brook Meadow, it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
see the river.  This probably accounts for the fact that only four Water Voles have been reported over the 
past 2 weeks, three on the river beneath the gasholder and one (that I saw today) north of the north 
bridge.  That makes 54 Water Voles sightings this year, all well spread along the length of the river. 
As usual, all the Water Vole news, sightings and photos can be found on the group web site at . . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Nesting news 
The Mute Swan family with 3 cygnets from the nest on the northern seawall of the marina was in Dolphin 
Lake this afternoon.   The Mute Swan family with 5 cygnets from Thorney Island are now settled in 
Emsworth Harbour near the quay.   Sadly, there seems little hope for the swan nesting on the west bank 
of Slipper Millpond.  It is still sitting, but has already lost 4 eggs out of the nest.   
The new Coot family from the northern raft nest box on Slipper Millpond was out on the water this 
morning, comprising 2 parents, one mature chick from the 1st brood and 5 young chicks from the 2nd 
brood.   
Richard Denman (who works for HBC) told me that Buzzards nest on his father’s Lumley Mill Farm in Mill 
Lane, Lumley.  A pair nested there last year producing two youngsters and this year there are two pairs.  
This probably explains the presence of the rather tame juvenile Buzzard on Brook Meadow this year from 
Feb 12 to Mar 31.  Swallows are back again nesting in the farm.   
 
Other bird news 
Only one Whitethroat is singing on Brook Meadow this year, down from three singing males in previous 
years.   Our other summer visitors, Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs (3 or 4 of each) are here as normal.   
Meanwhile, our ‘resident’ Cetti's Warbler is still blasting out its song from the Lumley Stream area.   
Swift numbers remain below normal over Emsworth, though I have had four birds sweeping low over my 
back garden and up over the house, occasionally stopping to investigate a Starling nest hole under my 
neighbour’s roof.  Young birds sussing out possible nesting sites for next year? 
 
Insects 
Butterflies are rather scarce at the present, though I did spot the first Common Blues on Brook Meadow 
this morning, about 2 weeks later than usual.  In contrast, damselflies appear to be more numerous than 
usual on Brook Meadow, with lots of Banded Demoiselles, along with a good number of Large Red, 
Blue-tailed and Azure Damselflies.  Local enthusiast Graham Hoggarth has provided some superb 
images for the web site and for the signcases.  Graham is also 95% sure that he saw a Beautiful 
Demoiselle, but needs a photo to confirm it.  This would be the first on Brook Meadow since Caroline 
French’s sighting on 02-Aug-08.  Hairy Dragonfly and Broad-bodied Chaser have also been seen on 
Brook Meadow in the past week.  
 
Orchids on Brook Meadow  
I had a query from a lady whether orchids grew on Brook Meadow.  The answer is yes, three species, 
though not in any great numbers.  All three orchids are now on show.  Pale flowered Common Spotted 
Orchids are out on the north meadow; bright pink Southern Marsh Orchids are out, two on the north 
meadow and one near the causeway; and this morning Graham Walsgrove found the first Bee Orchid of 
the year on the Lumley area, in exactly the same place as he found one last year.  We also had a 
Pyramidal Orchid in 2008, though I recall that one was planted and has not been seen since.   
 
Record Ragged Robin count 
I have been doing annual counts of Ragged Robin on Brook Meadow since 2002, but there has never 
been a year like this one.  I counted an astonishing 625 plants on June 4, which is not only a new record, 
but almost twice the previous highest count of 332 in 2006.   This follows a similar record count of 
Butterbur flower spikes earlier in the year.  Clearly, something unusual is happening this year, probably 
due to the severe winter we had and the lateness of all the plants.   
 
Interpretation board artwork 
If you happen to visit Emsworth Museum, make a point of looking at the superb original artwork by Marian 
Forster for the Brook Meadow interpretation board, which is displayed above the staircase.   This painting 
was donated to the museum by the Brook Meadow Conservation Group in 2005.   
 
Friends of Emsworth Wildlife . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  
For all local wildlife news and photos please visit the new community Emsworth Wildlife web site.    

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 17-18, April 26 – May 9, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

 
Work session Sunday 2 May – report by Wally Osborne 
Ten hardy volunteers turned out on a chilly morning with rain threatening. Firstly, Patrick Murphy, Phil 
Wilde & Pam Phillips set about clearing the patch of Nettles which had taken over the new ramp surface 
down onto the meadow alongside the Lumley Gate.Without more ado, Jennifer Rye and Ute Wilde went 
off with shears in hand to cut around all of the signcases, now looking very fine after their re-vamp and 
new windows. They moved on to cut around all of the new(ish) trees whilst Barbara Wrigley, Frances 
Jannaway, Marian Harland-Jones, Margaret Martin plus Patrick, Phil & Pam headed off to the Seagull 
Lane patch to tend the new Hedgerow Whips. We spent the morning weeding around the Whips and 
clearing a passage alongside so that future access will be easier. Later, Jennifer and Ute joined us 
together with a new temporary recruit Erin Osborne-Richards (my grand daughter) who worked with 
Barbara in the hedge ditch, uncovering all manner of oddments. 
The weeding task was finished off after the tea break provided by Pam, who then waded into the river to 
fill a never ending supply of buckets with the crystal clear water, which was poured carefully down each of 
the ‘protection tubes’ around the Whips. We judged that the threatened rain would not come to much and 
that the Whips would benefit from a drink. However, just as we finished the job at around 11.40 am, the 
rain did finally arrive and we decided to call it a day rather than start another job.   
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions include:  
- give a first cut to the community area in the Central Meadow 
- put up two new notice boards at north bridge and south entrance 
- selective weeding around young trees 
- cut and keep occasional paths clear of overhanging vegetation 
Forthcoming work sessions:  
Thursday 20 May & Sunday 6 June.  

Help still wanted with Open Day on Sunday 20th June  
This is the main event to celebrate our 10th Anniversary.  
Help is still wanted to: Put up posters around town; Make cakes; Get tables & chairs on site; Put up 
gazebos and marquee; Decorate the entrances; Man the various activities; Serve refreshments; Clear up 
afterwards.  
 If you can help with any of the above, please contact Frances (tel 430314 or email 
frances@pracdev.co.uk) or Pam (tel 377791). Any help you can give is very much appreciated. 

Forthcoming Events  
Thursday 27 May, 7- 8.30pm ‘Useful Herbs of Nature’ Herb Walk led by Steve Taylor, herbalist at the 
Medicine Garden, Emsworth.  Meet next to Brook Meadow information board in Palmers Road car park.  
Free to members, non members £3 pp which gives membership of BMCG. 
Sunday 20 June, 11am-5pm  Brook Meadow Open Day. Activities will include: 
Willow Weaving workshops; Making Bird & Bat boxes; Making Water Vole puppets; Nature Trail & Hunt 
Wishing Tree; Guided Nature & Butterfly Walks; Guided Herb walks.  
Plus: Beautiful photographic displays of Wildlife & Conservation Work, Wildlife Identification Guides & 
Books for sale, Homemade Cakes & Biscuits, incl. wheat, dairy & sugar-free,Tea - incl. various Herb Teas 
for you to try, Coffee & Soft Drinks. And: HBC trailer in Palmers Road car park with displays on nature 
conservation around the Borough. There may also be storytelling & music. 
Free entrance but there is a small charge for some of the workshops. 

EMSWORTH WAYSIDES NEWS – from Brian Fellows 
All seems to be going well with the new scheme to protect certain roadside verges around Emsworth  
from cutting and spraying.  There have been a few glitches, which we hope to get sorted with the help of 
Council officials.  The Bridge Road Wayside by the stream is burgeoning with wild flowers with particularly 
good displays of Slender Speedwell, Common Sorrel, Meadow Foxtail and Sweet Vernal Grass.  We also 
have a Blackcap singing and probably nesting in the bushes.  We still need some small signs to go on the 
waysides to keep people informed about what is going on.  A list of all 13 allocated waysides around the 
town are on the web site along with all the latest news and photos.  If you would like to join in with this 
exciting new venture to create biodiversity and wildlife corridors throughout Emsworth please contact 
brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk 
Web site . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
mailto:brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/


 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS  

By Brian Fellows  
Water Voles 
Water Vole sightings have been trickling in over the past two weeks, mostly from the section of the River 
Ems by the railway embankment.  We are currently up to 32 for the year so far, but this is well behind the 
last two years.   Thanks to Pam Phillips, Robin Pottinger and John Jacobs (his first ever) for their 
sightings.  Graham Roberts of the Hampshire Wildlife Trust confirms that Water Voles have generally 
been slow to emerge this spring after the hard winter, but was encouraged to hear we have had so many 
confirmed sightings on Brook Meadow.  Regarding the effect of the rising river levels, Graham said that 
our voles should be used to fluctuations in water levels.  Our high and well vegetated banks should 
provide a good refuge for them.  As usual, all the Water Vole news, sightings and photos are on the web 
site at . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Millpond news 
The Mute Swan is settled on her nest on the island on Peter Pond, despite having her eggs submerged 
by the high tide.  She was off the nest today, but had sensibly covered the eggs with grass.  I expect the 
eggs to hatch in a week or so.  But not good news about the Mute Swan nesting on the west bank of 
Slipper Millpond; the nest was swamped by the spring tides at the end of April, leaving 5 eggs lying 
forlornly in the water.  Our other local Mute Swan nest on the north marina seawall seems OK. 
The Coot pair nesting on the northern raft are back for a second try with the remaining chick from the first 
brood looking healthy and feeding itself.  The nest boxes on the other rafts on Slipper Millpond have been 
abandoned after initial tries.  There is no hope for the huge Coot nest on the town millpond.   
Two Reed Warblers are still chuntering away on the reedbeds on Peter Pond, but there has been no sign 
of the Sedge Warblers that I heard on Apr 26.  Nor have I heard the Cetti's Warbler for a week.   
 
Hayling Oysterbeds 
Volunteer wardening has started again at Hayling Oysterbeds.  As in previous years, Black-headed Gulls 
have completely taken over the ‘tern islands’, with 250 birds already sitting on nests, so, there is no room 
yet again for the ‘rightful’ occupiers.  However, warden, Jason Crook, hopes the Little Terns will take to a 
brand new shingle island that has been created specially for them on the northern side of the beds.  Join 
up as a warden and see how it all turns out.  Contact Jason at jasonc@hwt.org.uk 
 
Orchid counts 
I did my annual count of Early Purple Orchids in Hollybank Woods on April 29, but only logged 231, which 
was very poor compared with previous years.  As many flowers were not fully out, I need to do another 
count, but my impression was that this is not a good orchid year.    
The Havant Wildlife Group counted 7,600 Green-winged Orchids on Hayling beach yesterday.  These are 
also late flowering and the final total could be higher, comparing well with the last count of 10,000 ten 
years ago.   Their next orchid count will be Southern Marsh Orchids on South Moor in June.   
 
Other flower news 
Bluebells are now providing great displays in local woodlands, including Stansted Forest, Hollybank 
Woods, Racton Park Wood and Ashling Wood.   A big thank you to Mary and Jim Colbourne who put me 
onto a fantastic field of Cowslips on the west side of the B2146 just north of Walderton.  The best I have 
ever seen.  May blossom (Hawthorn) is at last coming out.   
There is not much movement among the grasses, though Meadow Foxtail, Barren Brome, Cocksfoot and 
Sweet Vernal Grass are out.  Divided Sedge and Distant Sedge are abundant on the Lumley area of 
Brook Meadow and Sea Club-rush on Slipper Millpond.  I found the first False Fox Sedge of the year 
today on Brook Meadow, a week later than usual.   
 
Rare Cranefly 
I found a wasp-like insect in the heart of Hollybank Woods while doing an orchid count on Apr 29.  I sent 
the photo to expert entomologist Dr Chris Palmer who confirmed it as a female Ctenophora flaveolata, a 
dead-wood breeding cranefly.  Chris has only seen it before in the New Forest and says it is a good 
record for what is generally regarded as a vulnerable (RDB2) species. 
 
Friends of Emsworth Wildlife . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  
For all local wildlife news and photos please visit the new community Emsworth Wildlife web site.   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
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BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 15-16, April 12 to 25, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  

 
Work session Thursday 15 April – report by Pat Walsgrove 
The second work day of the month was lovely and sunny with a cool breeze and twelve volunteers were 
welcomed by Pat and after the usual briefings for the morning set to work on the tasks. Mike, Phil and 
Dave finished off the repair of the Water Vole fence in Palmers Road copse by fitting the remainder of the 
green plastic chain link fencing. Graham, Jennifer, Frances and Barbara later joined by Phil, Ute and 
Jennie, cut down overgrown Ash branches, which were turned into stakes for repairing the hurdle fencing 
near the sluice. These were then interwoven with brushwood taken from fallen willow branches around 
the meadow. Meanwhile, Gaynor cleared the Rowan area of unwanted undergrowth and then dug out the 
weeds from the steps by the seat. Pam continued preparing the ground in the South Meadow for solitary 
bee nesting sites and a thorough litter pick was carried out over the whole meadow by Jennie and Ute. As 
usual our ever reliable Pam supplied the welcome refreshments at half time. A big thank you to her and 
also to all the volunteers. 
Photos are on the web site . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html 
 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions include:  
- give a first cut to the community area in the Central Meadow 
- put up two new notice boards at north bridge and south entrance 
- water recently planted hedgerow plants 
- selective weeding around young trees 
Forthcoming work sessions: Sunday 2 and Thursday 20 May.  
 
Signcases 
Richard has replaced all but one of the 4 signcase windows as the old ones had become very scratched 
and cloudy. The fourth will be replaced shortly. Brian has updated all the signcases including the Water 
Vole one with lovely new photos. The signcases are now looking very good. 
 
Insect survey 
Two bits of good news about the insect survey. The first is that the group has been successful in getting 
funding from Awards for All (Big Lottery) for Bryan Pinchen to carry out a survey of selected insect groups 
in Brook Meadow.  The second is that Bryan started the survey last week. Bryan will be coming to Brook 
Meadow once a month over the next 6 months to determine what insect groups we have on Brook 
Meadow.  
 
Water levels and flow in the River Ems 
Water levels in both the River Ems and Lumley Stream are still quite high and several people have 
noticed that levels in both watercourses have been somewhat erratic. Last week, Mike Probert noticed 
that water levels in the River Ems suddenly increased substantially and Pam reported that the footpath 
near the south entrance was flooded. Brian also noted that the footpath in Palmers Road copse was 
flooded and that the sluice gates at Lumley Mill had been opened to allow more water to flow down the 
River Ems. This might be an attempt to balance the flow of water between the two water courses or 
perhaps the water has been diverted to enable construction work to be carried out in the garden of 
Constant Spring? I was at Walderton over the weekend and noticed that the level of the River Ems was 
very high there too, both upstream and downstream of the pumping station. It looked like work was going 
on at the pumping station too as there were several large pipes and lots of bags of what looked like gravel 
at the station. It is hoped that these fluctuations in water level will not disturb the mating behaviour of 
Water Voles on Brook Meadow!!  Any ideas??  
 

Metal detectors not permitted   
Maurice Lillie reported seeing a man with a metal detector on Brook Meadow this morning. If you see 
anybody using such a device on Brook Meadow, please tell them this is not permitted as Brook Meadow 
is a Local Nature  

Help wanted with Open Day on Sunday 20th June  
This is the main event to celebrate our 10th Anniversary.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2010.html


Help is wanted to: Put up posters around town; Make cakes; Get tables & chairs on site; Put up gazebos 
and marquee; Decorate the entrances; Man the various activities; Serve refreshments; Clear up 
afterwards.  If you can help with any of the above, please contact Frances: tel 430314 or email 
frances@pracdev.co.uk or Pam tel 377791. Any help you can give is very much appreciated. 

mailto:frances@pracdev.co.uk


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS WEEKS 15-16, April 12 to 25, 2010 
 

Water Voles 
Water Vole sightings are picking up after a worryingly slow start.  We have now had a total of 26 sightings 
from all along the river on Brook Meadow, with most coming from this year’s new area alongside the 
railway embankment.  However, none has been seen this week.  Due to the very high level of the river?   
See Frances’s note above.  Why should there be so much water in the Ems when there has been no rain 
to speak of?   As usual, all the Water Vole news, sightings and photos are on the web site at . . . 
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Migrant news 
So much is happening as our summer visitors arrive.  Blackcaps are absolutely everywhere; we have five 
currently singing on Brook Meadow alone.  Whitethroats have also arrived and one is singing on Brook 
Meadow, with hopefully more to follow.   I had a Willow Warbler singing from a Birch tree in my back 
garden on April 20 and one was also on Brook Meadow, both probably moving through. Meanwhile, two 
Reed Warblers are chuntering away in the reedbeds on Peter Pond, where a pair of Swallows were 
hunting last week; they are probably nesting nearby.   
Ex-postman John Tagg heard a Cuckoo from Lumley this week, the first in Emsworth?   My own peak 
experience of the week was to hear the glorious song of a Nightingale ringing out into the night sky at 
Marlpit Lane on April 23.  On the same evening, Gavin Miller saw an Osprey on the east side of Thorney 
Island.  For news of the Scottish Ospreys see the blog at . . . http://blogs.swt.org.uk/osprey/ 
 
Nesting news 
Thanks to Maurice Lillie, we know the Mute Swan on the Peter Pond island is sitting on 4 eggs and all  
looks very promising.  The Mute Swan on the west bank of Slipper Millpond has 3 eggs, though looks less 
secure.  Interestingly, she is a ‘Polish’ swan, with distinctive pink legs and feet and is probably from the 
Peter Pond brood of 2004.  The Coot is back behind its barricade of twigs on the northern raft on Slipper 
Millpond for a second brood; only one chick remains from the first.  Meanwhile, a Coot on the town 
millpond has built an enormous nest, but it is unused.   
 
Other bird news 
The Cetti's Warbler is still blasting out its “chetti, chetti, chetti” song from the Peter Pond reedbeds or from 
the Lumley Stream bushes for the 4th week running and may well have a mate by now.   
The old Sparrowhawk nest from last year in Nore Barn Woods is now occupied by a Carrion Crow. Does 
anyone know where the Sparrowhawks are nesting this year?    
 
Butterfly news 
Are Small Tortoiseshells making a comeback?  From being a common butterfly they have become 
extremely  scarce over the past few years.  However, I have seen two in the past week, including a real 
cracker in my garden and Bryan Pinchen and Ros Norton also saw what was probably the same insect on 
Brook Meadow on Apr 22.  So, if you do see one, please let me know.  
Most of the other common butterflies seem to be on the wing, including good numbers of Peacocks and 
Commas.  Brimstones are still about and the Whites are coming through well.  Orange Tips are regular on 
Brook Meadow and I have had Holly Blues fluttering around the Ivy hedge in my back garden.   
 
Other insects 
I was pleased to accompany Bryan Pinchen during the first of his insect surveys on Brook Meadow on 
April 22, a most enjoyable and instructive experience.  Bryan discovered lots of insects, some of which I 
had never even heard of, let alone seen before.  Most interesting were the solitary bees, which, by 
chance, will have benefited from the bare patches of soil produced by walkers and dogs.  Bryan found two 
species of ground hoppers, along with numerous bumblebees, hover flies, bugs, lacewing and a 
snail-killing fly!   More details and photos are on the Emsworth Wildlife web site – address below. 
True to their name, the jet black St Mark's Flies were on the wing on Brook Meadow today, April 25th.   
 
Plant news 
Spring flowers are starting to show themselves at last.  Cow Parsley, Cuckooflower, Herb-Robert and  
Garlic Mustard are out.  Ralph Hollins has seen Hedge Mustard, Yellow Iris and Field Madder.  Meadow 
Foxtail is the first grass to flower. Divided and Distant Sedges are abundant on Brook Meadow.  Catkins 
from the tall Basford Willows are cascading to the ground on Palmer's Rd Car Park.   
 
Friends of Emsworth Wildlife . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
http://blogs.swt.org.uk/osprey/
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 13-14.  Mar 29 – Apr 11, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway 

Work session Sunday 13 April  
With 12 volunteers it was once again a good turnout on a pleasant Sunday morning even though there 
was a slight chill in the air. There were three main tasks to complete: the first of which was to service our 
hand tools such as the much used shears and flag up any that required repairing. Four very competent 
ladies Pam, Jennifer, Penny and Barbara carried out this task in Pam’s garage.  
The second main task was to attach a length of plastic covered wire fencing onto the Water Vole fence in 
Palmers Road copse. This was because the chicken wire which we had put up several years ago to 
prevent access to the riverbank had been kicked in and was causing a hazard. This task was expertly 
completed by Mike, Patrick, Phil and Dave who also carried out a litterpick of this area. The fencing was 
kindly donated by Pam Phillips. Unfortunately, there was not enough fencing to complete the job but I 
have a shorter length of the same fencing which we hope to use at the work session on Thursday.  
The third main task was to weed the newly planted hedgerow along the boundary with Seagull Lane and 
mulch some sections which did not have enough. This task was enthusiastically carried out by Pat, Ute, 
and Debi who also selectively weeded and mulched the Hazel copse near the north bridge. 
After the tea break kindly provided by Pam, the retaining straps round the Aspen (donated by members of 
the Haskins family in memory of their mother) were removed by Barbara and Penny. In fact the straps had 
become so tight that the tree was actually pulling in the stakes which were put in to support it when it was 
planted. I am sure the tree must have breathed a sigh of relief to be released from its girdle! While we 
were releasing the Aspen, I noticed two people walking over the part of the north meadow where we had 
put the brushwood barriers to restrict access to the orchid and yellow rattle area and not on the paths 
which had become very muddy. We investigated this a little later and found that an opening in the barrier 
had been made so that a ‘pathway’ had been made to avoid the muddy area. So we found a number of 
large branches round the edges of the meadow to block off this unofficial through route. WE will check 
these barriers again on Thursday.  
Meanwhile Jennifer and Pam created a nesting place for solitary bees on the SE embankment of the 
South Meadow. This was carried out by removing an approx. 1 metre square of vegetation to expose a 
section of bare earth which is where solitary bees like to build their nests.  
Many thanks to all the volunteers who between them carried out a varied assortment of tasks. 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions include:  
Finish off fixing fencing to Water Vole fence and making it safe and hazard free, repair and replace hurdle 
barriers near sluice and Water Vole sign to restrict access to the riverbank, create 2 new nesting areas for 
solitary bees in the South Meadow, give a first cut to the community area on centre Meadow 
Forthcoming work sessions: Thursday 15 April and Sunday 2 May.  
 
Insect survey 
Bryan Pinchen, the entomologist who gave a very interesting talk on Bumblebees at last year’s AGM, will 
be starting a survey of selected insect groups in Brook Meadow in the near future. Bryan will be coming to 
Brook Meadow once a month over the next 6 months to determine what insect groups we have on Brook 
Meadow. So if you see a man in shorts with a sweep net around the meadow this is Bryan and he is not 
catching butterflies. Bryan will also be giving us management advice to help increase the biodiversity of 
insects on Brook Meadow. In fact he has already made one suggestion which we have started to carry 
out, namely creating nesting places for solitary bees. 
 
Water levels and flow in the River Ems 
Water levels in both the River Ems and Lumley Stream are still quite high and the even higher levels of 
several weeks ago can clearly be seen by a thick line of dried mud along the edges of the riverbank. The 
flow of water in the Lumley Stream is very fast, despite the lack of rainfall over the last week or so.   
 
Emsworth Waysides – report from Brian Fellows  
The uncut verges around the town are slowly coming to life with good displays of wild flowers, including 
Lesser Celandine and Common Field Speedwell.  Sweet Violets have done well this year and the first 
Meadow Foxtail flowers are out on the open space at the top of Westbourne Avenue.    
 
Local tree wardens planted a Rowan Sorbus commixta on the grass verge at the entrance to Bridge Road 
car park on April 4 in memory of Margaret Gibb-Gray. There was a short ceremony in which Frances said 
a few words about the tree, and poems were read by John Green and Ann Jolly. Finally, Brendan 
expressed his appreciation to everyone involved for creating a memorable occasion. 
Photos on the web site . . .  http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS.htm 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/few-NEWS.htm


 
LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Water Voles 
Last time I wrote we only had one Water Vole sighting on the River Ems on Brook Meadow, but (thank 
goodness) in the last 2 weeks they have been popping up all along the river.  To date I have logged 16 
sightings, which is modest by previous years, but very encouraging after such a poor start.  Most 
interesting, have been those seen on the section of the river parallel with the railway, a new area for them.  
The railway bank now has a good growth of Hemlock Water-dropwort which provides food and cover for 
the voles, so please keep a good look out and let me know if you spot one.  The web site has all the news 
and sightings - http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 
 
Bird news 
This is an exciting time of the year as summer migrants arrive after their long journeys from Africa.  
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps are already present in good numbers, with at least four males of each singing 
on Brook Meadow.   Whitethroat should be here later this month.  I have been expecting Reed Warbler on 
Peter Pond, but no sign of them as yet.   
A flock of around 10 Swallows were hawking for insects over Peter Pond, all day on Mar 31, but none has 
been seen there since.  Some will probably nest again in the stables on North Thorney.  The first local 
Cuckoo of the year was heard by Dave Oliver at Fishbourne on Apr 9.   Nightingales should be back in 
Marlpit Lane, Woodmancote, in the next week.   
Good news is that Greenfinches are back in good numbers again, after a disastrous couple of years due 
to disease.  Their Canary-like songs can be heard everywhere.     
 
Cetti's Warbler  
A Cetti's Warbler (pronounced ‘Chetti’) has been singing its explosive “chetti-chetti-chetti“ song for the 
past couple of weeks from the reedbeds to the north of Peter Pond.  It has also been on Brook Meadow 
and even in the garden of ‘El Rancho’ on Lumley Road.  Although they are noisy birds, they are incredibly 
difficult to see, let alone photograph, but Tony Wootton managed just that, and his photo can be seen on 
the new Friends of Emsworth Wildlife web site for April 2 – address below.  Cetti's Warblers  are fairly rare 
in Britain, though common in the Mediterranean.  They makes me think I am in Mallorca!  They breed on 
Thorney Island.  Maybe this one will find a mate on Peter Pond. Keep watching.  
 
Millpond news 
Despite my initial doubts, the Mute Swan pair on Peter Pond are doing well.  The pen is settled on her 
substantial nest.  She probably has now finished laying, which means we could expect to see cygnets by 
the middle of May (36 days after the last egg).  Her mate patrols the pond to ward off any intruders. As for 
the other Mute Swan pair on Slipper Millpond, they have done nothing towards building a nest.  The only 
other local Mute Swan nests are on Thorney Little Deeps and on the seawall of the marina.   
The Coots that nested on the north raft on Slipper Millpond produced 3 chicks, but are now down to just 
one. I am not sure what happened to the others, possibly gull predation or even infanticide.  There might 
be a Coot nest on the south raft, too.  The Coot on the town millpond keeps trying to nest near the bridge, 
but each time it gets washed away; an occupational hazard for Coot.   
 
Butterflies  
At long last butterflies have realised it is spring and have emerged from their winter hibernation.  Tony 
Wootton saw at least 50 Brimstones in Stansted Forest on Apr 6.  There are also plenty of Peacocks and 
Commas about and a rare Small Tortoiseshell turned up in the town garden of David Minns.  The first 
Small White was on Brook Meadow last week, it has two dark spots on the upper side of its forewing.  
Frances Jannaway went round Brook Meadow with Bryan Pinchen, a professional entomologist, on Apr 8 
and they saw the first Orange Tips of the year (one of each sex).  They also saw 7-spot and 24-spot 
Ladybirds and several Bumblebees.  I found a pair of Ladybirds mating last week.   
 
Other wildlife news 
Field Horsetail cones are coming out on Brook Meadow.  There is an epiphytic growth of Cow Parsley on 
a fallen log beneath the south bridge.  The first of the long yellow catkins are now falling from the tall 
Basford Willows on the south side of Palmer's Road Car Park.  They will soon be all over the ground.     
Two Rabbits were feeding on the north meadow at 8pm this evening, a rare Brook Meadow first for me.   
 
Friends of Emsworth Wildlife . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  
For more wildlife news and photos please visit the new Emsworth Wildlife web site.   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/


And finally . . . what an incredible afternoon at Wembley.  I am still shaking!  Pompey through to the final 
and one in the eye for Redknapp.  Now, bring on Chelsea.    



BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 11-12.  Mar 15-28, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway 
Work session - Thursday 18 March  
A very nice sunny morning greeted the 12 volunteers on the 2nd work session in March. Being the leader 
of this practical session, I gave the task instructions and risk assessment, including a tools talk as Rachel 
Moroney of BTCV had come to check that we complied with the conditions concerning the group’s public 
liability insurance which is paid by HBC. We passed the check and can now apply to HBC for payment of 
our insurance.  
The main task for the morning was to complete the planting and mulching of the native hedgerow near the 
Seagull Lane entrance. After clearing as many of the Bramble and Stinging Nettle roots as possible, 
volunteers (Dave, Phil, Patrick, Jennifer, Pam, Jill and Frances) planted a few more young trees to finish 
off the hedgerow and gave them all a good mulch of rotted bark chippings. A large amount of rubble and 
a metal shovel were uncovered.  
Meanwhile, Leslie and Pat removed most of the stinging nettles from the small Hazel copse in the North 
Meadow and Barbara and Ute did a thorough litterpick filling two bags full of rubbish. Graham measured 
up all the signcase windows so that a new set can be ordered and installed as the surface deteriorates 
after a while. Graham also set down another 2 Bumblebee nesting boxes in the south and central 
meadows, making 4 in all.  
After a most welcome refreshment break provided by Pam, several volunteers cut back a dead willow, 
bramble and honeysuckle near the Lumley entrance which was being hit by passing trucks and was felt 
would eventually fall into the lane.  
Finally, rotted cuttings (forming part of the sacrificial dump) were removed from a short section of the 
Bramble hedge on the boundary with Gooseberry Cottage to enable this to grow up while a boundary 
dispute is being negotiated by HBC. We have been asked by HBC not to put any more cuttings on this 
sacrificial area until the dispute has been settled. So for the time being, cuttings will be put on the 
sacrificial area north of the line of willows. 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions:  
· Service and repair hand tools 
. Care of young trees, especially Ash, Black Poplars, Rowans, Oaks and Horse Chestnuts 
. Create a dry ramp down onto the meadow from the Lumley gate  
 Forthcoming work sessions:  
Sunday 11 and Thursday 15 April. Please note the first work session in April has been postponed until 
Sunday 11 April. 
 

New notice boards 
The new notice board which was put up at a previous work session behind the signcase near the Lumley 
entrance now has a new notice. The object of this notice is to give up-to-date information about 
conservation work and forthcoming events going on in the meadow. This month’s notice gives 
information about the brushwood barriers in the north meadow and the proposed dry walk way onto the 
meadow from the Lumley entrance.  
The BMCG committee are also considering putting up two more notice boards near the signcases at the 
other two entrances to give information about conservation work going on in these areas. The notice near 
the north bridge could include information about the recent hedgerow planting along Seagull Lane 
footpath and protecting the Water Vole habitat by asking dog walkers not to allow dogs into the river 
between the bridges (to replace the vandalised WV notice near the north bridge).  
 
10th anniversary this year 
A number of events are being organised to celebrate our 10th Anniversary, including: 
· Publishing the ‘Brook Meadow Through the Ages’ booklet  
· Herb Walk led by Steve Taylor on 27th May, 7pm. Meet next to Brook Meadow information board 
in Palmers Road car park 
· Open Day on Sunday 20 June, 11am to 5pm with willow weaving & bat/bird box workshops, 
guided herb walk, butterfly survey, nature trail & hunt, wishing tree, homemade cakes, etc.  
· Taking part in Hampshire Water Festival at Staunton Country Park on 24/25 July with two Ems 
Valley walks on Sunday 25 July, 10am & 2pm. Meet next to Brook Meadow information board in Palmers 
Road car park. 
· Emsworth Show on 30 August.  
Look out for more details nearer the time. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Bird News 
Patrick Murphy had the final sighting of the Spotted Redshank this week, before it left on its long journey 
to Northern Scandinavia.  This amazing bird has been present almost daily at Nore Barn from 21-Oct-09 
to 24-Mar-10, a period of over 22 weeks, a couple of weeks longer than in previous years.   
Meanwhile, on Brook Meadow, we had our last sighting of the juvenile Buzzard on March 6, after 3 weeks 
of almost daily visits.   What a fine bird and what excellent views it gave us while it was here.   
The Mute Swan pair have abandoned their nest in the reeds on Peter Pond and have built another one on 
the island, the traditional spot for a nest.  And today it had one egg in it!  So watch this space.   
This is a good time of the year to see the Purple Sandpipers at Southsea Castle.  I saw at least 15 of them 
scurrying around in the seaweed on the concrete foreshore on March 25.   

Summer arrivals 
As our winter birds depart, so our summer birds start to arrive.  Chiffchaffs are always first on the scene 
with their cheery “chiff-chaff” metronome song, and there has been a mass invasion of them over the past 
week.  I heard my first Chiffchaff song on Brook Meadow on March 18; two were singing in Hollybank 
Woods on March 24 and three in Nore Barn Woods on Mar 27.  However, there have been no reports so 
far of any Blackcaps as yet, which are the next common migrant to arrive.  Listen out for their short, but 
rich and flutely song in the woodland areas of Brook Meadow.   
Heather Mills heard a Willow Warbler  and saw some Sand Martins during a visit to Barnes Wetland 
Centre in London, though there are none locally as far as I am aware.  The first Swallow has been 
reported and Cuckoos, hopefully, will be on the way.   

Spring flowers 
Plants have taken a battering over the winter period, but with warm wet weather maybe everything will 
come in a rush.  Tiny white flowers currently dominate the roadside verges, mainly Shepherd's Purse, 
Hairy Bittercress and Common Chickweed, though I have also found Danish Scurvygrass in places.  
Sweet Violets are looking particularly fine this year, probably because there is so little else of colour.  
There is a good display on the grass verge in Valetta Park and also in Nore Barn Woods.   
Dave Savage and I rediscovered the pretty but mysterious Alpine Squill in the orchid area of Hollybank 
Woods.  What is it doing there?  Nothing else appeared to be moving in the woods at present.   
I had a couple of surprises today.  A patch of Ivy-leaved Speedwell was flowering by the green metal gate 
at the Seagull Lane entrance to Brook Meadow, a good two weeks earlier than last year, and I found 
Alexanders in flower on Thorney Road verge complete with a Yellow Dung Fly in residence.   

Record Butterbur count 
At least, the Butterbur on Brook Meadow is doing well.  I did my regular annual count today and got an 
astonishing 597 flower spikes, which easily beat last year’s count of 467, which itself was a record since 
I began the counts in 1999.   The large increase is entirely due to the continued spread of the plants onto 
the main meadow in front of the seat.  As the plants are all male, they must be spreading by underground 
rhizomes.  I suppose, in time, one could envisage the Butterbur spreading across the rest of the centre 
meadow.  Clearly, this situation needs monitoring from a conservation point of view, though I am not sure 
what could be done to control it if that were deemed necessary.   

Grasses and trees 
Grasses appear to have been particularly badly hit by the bad winter.  I have been searching all week for 
any signs of flowering grasses; apart from Annual Meadow-grass, which basically flowers all year round, 
the only one I found was a weak looking Cocksfoot at the northern end of Westbourne Avenue.    
Trees are doing better, with some fine Pussy Willow displays on Brook Meadow and around the town. 
Catkins are just forming on the Basford Willows in Palmer's Road Car Park and we will soon be having 
cascades of extra long catkins tumbling to the ground.   

Water Voles  
I should be reporting Water Vole sightings on Brook Meadow at this time of the year, but frankly we have 
not had any since the solitary report by Pam Phillips on March 17 and it is certainly not from the lack of 
looking for them.  However, a number of holes are now appearing in the banks as the river levels fall, 
which look promising, but one cannot be sure if they are fresh burrows or just old ones exposed.    Please 
keep a special look out and let me know if you see one. All sightings are logged on a special file at . . .  
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 9-10. Mar 1-14, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway 

Extra work session  
Having had the strip of land along the Seagull Lane footpath cleared, preparing the ground ready for 
planting and ordering the whips, the weather changed for the worst. So I had to postpone our planting 
plans until the weather improved. The weather reluctantly obliged on Monday 1 March so I seized the 
opportunity and together with 6 other volunteers, planted up the new hedgerow.  
It was a glorious sunny morning for four Brook Meadow volunteers - Pam, Dave, Phil and Ute, and two 
Emsworth Tree Wardens, - Ann and Linda. Once the planting method was decided, we all got stuck in 
and planted 220 native hedgerow whips in two staggered rows over a distance of about 40metres along 
the western edge of the Seagull Lane patch. The whips planted were: Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Alder 
Buckthorn, Holly, Rowan, Hornbeam, Hazel, Dog Rose and Sweet Briar.  
Tree guards were placed over the young plants to protect them from attack by rabbits, deer and people. 
At a subsequent work session, a thick layer of mulch consisting of rotted wood chippings will be laid 
around the trees to help retain moisture and to suppress the growth of invasive plants such as nettles and 
grasses. This will give the trees time to establish and reduce the number of failures. 
 The trees were supplied as ‘roottrainer’ whips by Burntwood Nursery near Winchester who grow native 
trees and shrubs from seed collected in ancient woodland all over the south of England.  
A Tree Council ‘Hedge Fund’ grant enabled us to buy the trees and the tree guards and stakes were 
kindly provided by HBC. All in all a very successful community project. Photos on website. 
 
Work session – Sunday 7 March - report by Wally Osborne 
Seven stalwart volunteers turned out on a cold but sunny morning and quickly set off for the Seagull Lane 
patch, the focus of the planned activities. 
The bag of path gravel promised by Rob Hill of HBC was waiting for us and with the exception of Graham 
Walsgrove, we all set about the completion of the new path surface between the north bridge and the 
kissing gate. Pam Phillips and Patrick Murphy ‘lightly’ loaded the wheelbarrows and Jennifer Rye and Pat 
Walsgrove pushed and unloaded them so that Penny Aylett and myself could rake, level and compact the 
very sticky gravel / water mixture. We completed the task swiftly with fine teamwork, whilst allowing the 
passage of many meadow visitors and were soon ready to move on to the next task. 
We had arrived with 4 bags of bark chippings and proceeded to ‘mulch’ around the newly planted 
hedgerow comprising about 200 whips of various native species. The 4 bags did not go very far and we 
shall return to this task at a later workday, but we did clear away the various bricks and bits of concrete, 
thrown up by the ground preparation works. After this effort we were all ready for a drink. 
Meanwhile, Graham was busy around the meadow looking for sites for Bee Boxes and completed the 
construction of the first ones before the refreshment break provided by Pam. 
Afterwards, Patrick joined Graham in his task and the rest of us got down to some serious search and 
destroy work on Bramble roots around the North Meadow. This is a never-ending task and we just need to 
‘keep at it’ to kid ourselves that we have them under control! Thanks to all for a great morning’s work.    
 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions:  
· Finish planting and mulching new hedgerow along Seagull Lane  
- Cut back trees and shrubs around Lumley Road entrance 
- Put in new Water Vole notice near north bridge 
· Care of young trees, especially Ash, Black Poplars, Rowans, Oaks and Horse Chestnuts 
. Create a dry ramp down onto meadow from the Lumley gate  
 Forthcoming work sessions:  
Thursday 18 March and Sunday 11 April.  Note: the first work session in April is now on 11 April. 
 
10th anniversary this year 
A number of events are being organised to celebrate our 10th Anniversary, including:  

Publishing the ‘Brook Meadow Through the Ages’ booklet  
Herb Walk led by Steve Taylor on 27th May, 7pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park 
Open Day on Sunday 20 June, 11am to 5pm with willow weaving & bat/bird box workshops, 

guided herb walk, butterfly survey, nature trail & hunt, wishing tree, homemade cakes, etc.  
Taking part in Hampshire Water Festival at Staunton Country Park on 24/25 July with two Ems 

Valley walks on Sunday 25 July, 10am & 2pm. Meet in Palmers Road car park. 
Emsworth Show on 30 August.  

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Is spring coming? 
At least, birds think it is.  Bird song is everywhere with Dunnock, Robin, Wren, Blackbird, Song Thrush, 
Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Stock Dove, House Sparrow, Carrion Crow, Magpie 
(chattering), Great Spotted Woodpecker (‘kik’ call) and Kestrel (calling) all in good voice.    
The same cannot be said for wild flowers, which are very late this year.  I went looking for Lesser 
Celandines today; there are some about, but far fewer than last year.  However, I saw my first Wild 
Daffodils at Blashford Lakes reserve yesterday and they should soon be out in Inholmes Wood.  Coltsfoot 
are flowering near the Hayling Oysterbeds car park and Common Stork's-bill at Broadmarsh.    
Butterflies have also been scarce, though I saw two Commas and a Red Admiral over the weekend, so 
maybe they are emerging at long last.  Ralph Hollins reported a Painted Lady in the New Forest.  

Buzzard 
The Buzzard is still being seen on a daily basis on Brook Meadow after 4 weeks, though not so regularly 
as before.  It seems to feed mainly on earthworms; not really enough to sustain a bird of that size one 
might think, but Brook Meadow must be just one of a number of local sites where it hunts.  Ralph Hollins 
has looked at our photos and concludes that the bird is, as we suspected, a juvenile, with streaking in 
place of barring on the breast and an absence of a clear dark terminal bar to the tail.  

Spotted Redshank 
This coming week might be the last opportunity to enjoy the sight of this rare bird which has been 
regularly feeding in the small stream at Nore Barn since October.  Over the past four years my last dates 
for seeing the Spotted Redshank ranged from Mar 17 to Mar 23, so it should soon be winging its way back 
to its breeding grounds, somewhere in Northern Scandinavia.  But what pleasure and excitement the bird 
has provided to locals and visitors to our town.  A great bird!  Please come back.   
 
Millpond news 
There has been no sign of nest building from the Mute Swan pair on Peter Pond.  I think they are still 
immature birds.  Ominously, another pair of Swans have arrived on the adjacent Slipper Millpond and,  
from past experience, having two pairs in such close proximity can only spell trouble.   
The nest box on the northern raft on Slipper Millpond has a Coot in residence, but the other nest boxes 
are unoccupied at present.  A Mediterranean Gull was on Slipper Millpond last week and others can be 
heard in the harbour with their distinctive “yeah” calls.  Up to 50 are on Hayling Oysterbeds.   
David Gattrell has restored and repositioned the two raised duck nest boxes that he installed last year on 
Peter Pond.  One nest is now just south of the small Lumley Path bridge, allowing for easy viewing.  

Water Voles 
The continuing absence of Water Vole sightings on the River Ems is a little worrying, though the regular 
flooding of the river cannot have helped.   By this time last year I had received 18 sightings on the River 
Ems.   Please keep a special look out and let me know if you see one. All sightings are logged on a 
special file at . . .  http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html 

House Sparrow survey 
Monday 15 March sees the launch of the Hampshire House Sparrow survey to provide information about 
the present state of this well-loved bird which has been in serious decline over the past 30 years.  
Register on line at . . . http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-countryside/birds/housesparrow.htm 

Friends of Emsworth Waysides 
Things are progressing very well with the local waysides project.  Thirteen sites have been identified as 
wildlife reserves in Emsworth which HBC have agreed not to cut this year.   Meanwhile, a wild flower area 
is planned for Bridge Road car park along with a Rowan tree and a new interpretation board.   
For all the news about this exciting project go to . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/ 

Friends of Emsworth Wildlife – a new venture 
I have been running a personal wildlife web site for many years.  But with an increasing number of 
observations and photos coming in from other people, I have decided to broaden its scope to create a 
more community oriented web site called ‘Friends of Emsworth Wildlife’.  The aim is to promote the 
observation, recording and protection of local wildlife.  It is a bit of an experiment and much of the material 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-water-voles.html
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-countryside/birds/housesparrow.htm
http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/


is still mine, but I hope it succeeds.  Please have a look at the new site and think about sending me some 
observations and photos for possible inclusion to . . . brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk.   
 
New web site address . . .  http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/  

mailto:brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.emsworthwildlife.hampshire.org.uk/


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 7-8 Feb 15-28, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway 
Work session - Thursday 18th February - report by Pat Walsgrove 
On a cold, wet day with outbreaks of rain, turning more frequent as the day continued, 12 stalwart 
volunteers turned up. Jennifer and her granddaughter Martha carried out a litter pick over the Meadow, 
before joining the rest of the work party at the Seagull Lane Entrance. Martha was thrilled to find 3 
primroses in flower.  Two one ton bags of path gravel had been delivered by the Council to the Seagull 
Lane Patch, and the remaining 10 volunteers (Jill, Barbara, Pam, Ute, Gaynor, Wally, Robert, Graham, 
Phil and Pat) cheerfully set to repairing a section of the path from the bridge to the entrance. This involved 
raking the dirt from the top of the old path and transporting the gravel by wheelbarrow to the path, where 
it was raked level and hammered down with spades. This was extremely hard work as the gravel was 
very wet, and a call to refreshment break supplied by Pam was very welcome, to enjoy tea or coffee with 
biscuits.   
After the break the rest of the gravel was shifted and the repair completed as far as possible before the 
supply ran out. A good morning’s work in rather adverse conditions and thanks to all those who turned out 
and worked so hard with such enthusiasm.     
 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions:  
· Plant up the new hedgerow along Seagull Lane – which a small group of Brook Meadow and 
Emsworth Tree Warden volunteers will do on Monday 1 March (extra work session) 
. Finish off laying path gravel at Seagull Lane entrance  
· Clear and remove broken tree branches  
· Care of young trees, especially Ash, Black Poplars, Rowans, Oaks and Horse Chestnuts 
. Create a dry ramp down onto meadow from the Lumley gate  
 Forthcoming work sessions:  
Sunday 7th and Thursday 18 March.  The first session in April is postponed until Sunday 11 April. 

Vandalism in Brook Meadow  
There has been hardly any vandalism in Brook Meadow for some time so I was quite surprised when Pam 
Phillips phoned me this morning to report an incident. An elderly dog walker told Pam that she saw a 
group of teenagers about 13-15 years of age (1 girl and 3 boys) making quite a noise up at the railway 
arch in the NE corner of the meadow on Saturday afternoon (27 February). The group made their way to 
the north bridge and were met there by two boys on bikes and were observed by the dog walker banging 
an object on the bridge which they then threw in the river. The youths eventually went out of the Seagull 
Lane entrance making more noise there. The woman did not want to confront the youths as she was on 
her own and there was nobody else in the meadow.  
Pam went round the meadow the next morning and saw that most of the tree guards had been removed 
from around all but two of the young trees at the Seagull Lane entrance and thrown all over the place. 
Fortunately, the trees did not seem to be damaged. Pam collected all the guards and they will be put back 
on at tomorrow’s extra work session. I went over the meadow later on this afternoon and could not see 
any damage done at the railway arch other than lots of beer cans on top of the arch. But I did notice that 
the Water Vole notice and post which had been near the north bridge was no longer there. So it had 
apparently been thrown into the river and was probably what the youths had been banging on the bridge. 
A new notice will be put back as soon as possible. There may well have been other items thrown into the 
river but water levels were so high that anything thrown in will have been washed down stream very 
rapidly. 
 

Help wanted with Open Day on Sunday 20th June  
This is the main event to celebrate our 10th Anniversary.   
Activities will include:   
Willow weaving & bat/bird box workshops, Guided walks, Butterfly surveys, Nature trail & hunt, Herb 
walk, Wishing tree, Homemade cakes, etc.   
Help is wanted to:  
Put up posters around town, Make cakes, Put up gazebos & marquee, Get tables & chairs on site, 
Decorate the entrances, Man the various activities, Serve refreshments, Clear up afterwards. 
If you can help with any of the above,  
please contact Frances (tel 430314 or email frances@pracdev.co.uk) or Pam (tel 377791). Any help you 
can give is very much appreciated. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Brook Meadow Buzzard  
The Buzzard, which was first spotted by Patrick Murphy on Brook Meadow on Feb 12, is still with us over 
2 weeks later, and is fast becoming as much a celebrity as the Nore Barn Spotted Redshank.  It seems to 
be on the meadow daily, either perched in a tree or flying over the meadow, sometimes  pursued by 
Carrion Crows.  Its very confiding nature means it has provided local photographers with excellent photo 
opportunities (just like the Spotted Redshank at Nore Barn).   
I have a selection of images of this magnificent bird on my web site from Patrick Murphy, Tony Wootton, 
John Tagg, Maurice Lillie and myself.   The general opinion is that it is a juvenile bird seeking new hunting 
territories.  Just what it is finding to eat on the meadow is a mystery, as there are not many mammals 
around (apart from dogs) though Pam Phillips did see a Rabbit scuttling across the north meadow in the 
past week.  Caroline French has seen the Buzzard taking worms from the grassland, which should be in 
abundant supply in this wet weather.   
 
Spotted Redshank  
Our Spotted Redshank has performed very well for the 5th winter running in the Nore Barn stream, 
providing locals and visitors alike with what is probably the best view they will ever get of this rare 
wintering species anywhere in the country.   It has been photographed hundreds of times, probably more 
so than any other Spotted Redshank.   Personally, I know it almost as an old friend, having watched it 
closely for the past 5 winters.  I have also written an article on it for the Newsletter of the Hampshire 
Ornithological Society.  It really has placed Emsworth firmly on the ornithological map!    
On the basis of previous years, I expect it to be present for another couple of weeks at least, after which 
it will be on its way back to its nesting grounds, probably somewhere in Northern Scandinavia.  An 
amazing bird.  Come back again next year, please.   
 
Brents on the move 
Early March is the time of year when our wintering birds begin their long journeys back to their breeding 
grounds in the Arctic.  This includes the Dark-bellied Brent Geese, of which we have had an influx into 
Emsworth Harbour in the past week.  I suspect they are birds passing through on way to the Tamyr 
Peninsula in Arctic Siberia.  They will stop over in Netherlands, Denmark and West Germany before 
crossing the Baltic Sea and then the long haul to Siberia.   The Brent Geese did not breed successfully 
last year, with only around 2% of juvenile birds counted over the winter period.  Let’s hope the weather 
this spring is more favourable, and there are plenty of Lemmings for the birds’ predators to feast on.   
 
Millpond news 
The new Mute Swan pair are now back on Peter Pond and should soon begin nest building for the first 
time, though as inexperienced birds we should not be surprised at some botched efforts at first.  This is, of 
course, the pair that ousted the old resident pair last year in a great battle which resulted in the male being 
carried off to hospital and the female abandoning her nest with nine eggs.   
Over on the town millpond the “Polish” Mute Swan, with distinctive pink legs and feet, which I think came 
from a Peter Pond brood in 2004, can sometimes be seen preening on the edge of the pond on Bridgefoot 
Path.      
Meanwhile, on Slipper Millpond, our three pairs of resident Coots will soon be busy building barricades of 
twigs in the boxes on the rafts, which will be their nests for the next few weeks.  The Moorhens will no 
doubt build a nest again on the deck of the boat named EYAS on Dolphin Lake.  Does that boat ever 
move, I wonder?   
 
Romantic frogs 
For the last 10 years, Rosemary Osborne, who lives in Southleigh Road in North Emsworth, has been 
monitoring the frogs in her wild life pond and every year they have re-appeared and started mating 
precisely on 14th February (how romantic!).  However, this year they did not show up until 24th Feb.   10 
years is a long time to stick to one date, so Rosemary wonders if something else is going on?  Patrick 
Murphy has also seen mating activity in his garden pond in Christopher Way, and frog spawn is there, a 
week earlier than last year.  
 

Flooding on Brook Meadow  
This morning, I found the River Ems had burst its banks in Palmer's Road Copse.  The water was also 
spilling through the sluice gate flooding the south meadow, making all paths impassable.  This was as 



bad as I have seen it since December 2000, when the south meadow was totally flooded, just like a lake.  
There are some photos of today’s flooding on my web site.   

BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 5-6 Feb 1-14, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway 
Work session - Sunday 7 February 
Another good turn out with 14 volunteers on a cloudy but dry Sunday work session. One of the main tasks 
of the morning was to design a dry walkway from the Lumley gate down onto the meadow. This area has 
been under water for several weeks and is very muddy making access onto the meadow difficult as well 
as causing potential damage to the environment. This expert design task was carried out by Mike, Wally 
and Richard and after lengthy discussions they have come up with a design for a ramp and a board walk. 
The design will be discussed at our committee meeting next week and sent to Rob Hill for approval. Once 
approved, we hope the work will be carried out as soon as possible, weather permitting, but will probably 
not be carried out during a regular work session morning.  
The other main task was to clear away a large number of branches which had been exposed by the 
clearance work at Seagull Lane by John Blamire. It was amazing how quickly the team of 9 volunteers 
removed a large number of partially rotted branches into the undergrowth. The next step was to clear the 
ground of bramble roots and nettles which we did as best we could. In addition, the Dogwood hedge next 
the entrance gate was given an expert trim by Mike. While this was going on, Pam went round all the 
paths and cut back Bramble which was already overhanging some of the paths. And Dave and Barbara 
carried out a thorough litter pick of the whole site.   
After a well-earned break kindly provided by Pam, the volunteers set to in the north meadow and 
removed a large number of Bramble suckers, digging up the crowns and roots, which were beginning to 
encroach into the central areas. And finally, Wally and Phil reinforced the dead hedge barrier around the 
central ‘Orchid area’ to try to reduce footfall in this sensitive wildflower area. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers for a good mornings work. 
Link to photos . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2009.html 
 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions:  
· Plant up the new hedgerow along Seagull Lane 
. Lay new path gravel at Seagull Lane entrance  
· Clear and remove broken tree branches  
· Care of young trees, especially Ash, Black Poplars, Rowans, Oaks and Horse Chestnuts 
. Create a dry ramp down onto meadow from the Lumley gate  
 Forthcoming work sessions:  
Thursday 18th February and Sunday 7th March. 

lOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 

Buzzard on Brook Meadow  
Patrick Murphy hit the jackpot on Feb 12 when he spotted a Buzzard perched in a tree on the eastern side 
of Brook Meadow, the first one to be seen on the meadow.  The following day Patrick saw it again fly out 
of the trees near the gasholder onto the ground.  As he approached, it flew low over the ground, giving 
him and his wife, Brenda, a fine view of its wings.  Patrick’s photos are on my web site.  Ralph Hollins also 
reports a new Buzzard in the Havant area which he suspects may be a young bird seeking new hunting 
territories and extending the local range of the species.  That probably also applies to the Brook Meadow 
bird.  Buzzards can also be seen on Warblington Farm and in Hollybank Woods.   
 

Fieldfare are back 
Penny Aylett saw Fieldfares back in the field behind her house in The Rookery on Feb 10.  I spotted a 
single Redwing today in the pony field south of the Havant Road going out of Emsworth.  Ralph Hollins 
confirmed there has been a big movement of Fieldfare and Redwing, which are likely to be birds going 
north from the continent, rather than being driven south by the cold.  You could try putting some apples 
out which might attract them.   In any case, apples will be appreciated by Blackcaps, which are still with 
us. I have had a regular male in my garden over the past week.  These are, of course, winter visitors from 
the Continent, and quite different from the summer visitors which come up from Africa.   
 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2009.html


Fungi 
One of the jobs during the last work session on Brook Meadow was to move some old logs from one place 
to another on the Seagull Lane patch.  On the logs we found Jelly Ear (previously known as Jew’s Ear) 
and Candle Snuff Fungus, the latter being a new addition to the Brook Meadow list.   

Flighty Godwits 
Black-tailed Godwits have been giving me the run around.  I found nearly 700 in the Fishbourne Channel 
on Feb 9, presumably from Pagham Harbour, where 1.400 were reported about a week ago.  I went over 
to Pagham north wall on Feb 12, hoping to find the others, but none was there at all.   So I returned to 
Fishbourne on the same day, where I found just 154, including some colour-ringed birds to please Pete 
Potts.  Where the other 1,000+ have gone is anyone’s guess.  Maybe, to Amberley Wild Brooks, as they 
have tended to do in the past?   

Other harbour news 
We still have good numbers of birds in  Emsworth Harbour, including over 1,000 Dunlin, 500 Brent Geese 
and 400 Wigeon and Teal at Nore Barn.  But they will not be with us for much longer, as the lure of the 
Arctic wastelands will soon call them back to their breeding grounds.  However, our ever faithful Spotted 
Redshank still feeds regularly in the stream at Nore Barn, sometimes in company with a Greenshank and 
should be here for another 3 weeks or so.  A flock of 70 Lapwing tend to roost on the saltmarshes near the 
marina seawall in Emsworth Harbour at low water.  Interestingly, I saw two pairs of Gadwall in the main 
Emsworth channel on Feb 6, my first ever sighting of these ducks in the harbour.    
Nutbourne Bay is always a reliable place to see Avocets.   I found 13 of them busily feeding in the shallow 
water in their characteristic sweeping fashion on Feb 3.  The regular colour-ringed Greenshank GY+GY 
was also present in the stream, but no sign of any Black-tailed Godwits.   
 

Nesting time approaches 
Rooks are always the first to start nest building and today I counted 12 nests already completed in the tall 
trees behind the flats opposite Emsworth Primary School in Victoria Road.   
Most of the other birds are now singing, partly to establish their breeding territories and later to attract 
mates.  These include Robin, Dunnock, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Song Thrush, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Goldfinch and Wren.  Blackbirds have not really got going yet.   
Robins have been singing throughout the winter period.  Recently, pairs of Robins have been seen in 
gardens and are quite friendly too!  Keep a look out for ‘courtship feeding’ in which the male feeds the 
female, not common in the spring, but more so later when the female is on the nest.   
 

Other bird news 
A juvenile Woodpigeon, which has no white neck patches like the adults, was on the grass in my back 
garden this past week.  I was interested to read that the juvenile usually acquires its neck patches from 
Aug-Dec in the year it was born.  Clearly, this change is taking place later than usual in this bird. 
Caroline French had several glimpses of a Barn Owl flying through a field to the west of Foxbury Lane 
north of Westbourne as she was driving to work.  This is the second Barn Owl seen locally, the other one 
seen is often seen over the fields of Warblington Farm opposite Selangor Avenue.   
 

Plant news 
Lesser Celandines are the quintessential first signs of spring.  I have not seen any in Emsworth as yet, 
though Ralph Hollins reports open flowers in the Havant area.  Snowdrops are now flowering well in many 
gardens and the regular Primroses are showing well on the river bank to the north of Brook Meadow.  
Today I saw my first Daffodils of the spring flowering in the garden of No 80 Havant Road.  The mottled 
leaves of Italian Lords-and-Ladies (Arum italicum ssp italicum) are flourishing on the banks of the River 
Ems in Palmer's Rd Copse. The plain leaves of the native Lords and Ladies are coming up.   
 

A tiny spring jewel 
Finally, I must quote Ralph Hollins’s account of the flowering of Common Whitlowgrass (Erophila verna) 
(a tiny spring jewel), at the base of a wire mesh fence near Havant railway station on Feb 9.   
 “Today I found just one plant which had raised its minute candelabra of brilliant white flower buds - soon 
the other plants will raise theirs, the flowers will open, and the base of the fence will appear to have a 



shining white line along its base before the flowers turn to translucent seed cases from which seeds will 
be blown to find other equally precarious places to grow and bring gladness to those like myself who see 
them as an emblem of wildlife surviving in the hostile human built environment and as a defiant symbol of 
the unstoppable urge to survive shown by every living thing.” 
To find its location go to . . . http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm 
 
My Emsworth Wildlife web site - http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
PS   I only have one pair of eyes (and not brilliant at that).  So to get a good picture of Emsworth wildlife I 
rely increasingly on the observations other people and I would like to have more.  So If you have an 
interesting observation please send it to me with a photo, if possible to . .  brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk   
It can be put on the web site, which I am hoping to broaden into more of a community site.  

http://ralph-hollins.net/Diary.htm
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm
mailto:brianfellows@tiscali.co.uk


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 3-4 Jan 18-31, 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  
Work session 
Thursday 21 January 2010 - The snow had all melted and the sun even shone on the first work session of 
2010 which attracted a record number of 14 volunteers. The main task was to clear a large number of 
fallen branches as a result of the heavy snowfall the previous week. Several large branches of a Holm 
Oak fell across the footpath from Palmers Road car park to the bottom of Queen Street right near the 
south entrance to Brook Meadow. The brushwood was removed and concealed in the undergrowth and 
the larger branches were removed to Richard’s car to be used in our wood burner. A Crack Willow near 
the north bridge had also lost several large branches due to snow. The branches were tidied up and 
removed to the undergrowth or again to be used as fuel for our wood burner. Many thanks to Pam, 
Penny, Tony, Patrick, Phil and Ute for doing such a good job.  
Meanwhile, Mike, assisted by Graham, erected the ‘rustic notice board’ which Mike had made specially to 
go behind the signcase at the Lumley entrance. This notice board will have information about the 
conservation work going on in the meadow.  
Jennifer, Jenny, Pat and Jil carried out a thorough litter pick of the whole site. The finds included a metal 
chair frame, a tent, a very sturdy tripod, items of clothing, and lots of cans, bottles and sweet/crisp 
wrappers. 
After the tea break kindly provided by Pam, the Gorse bush which seemed to have collapsed after all the 
snow was given a bit of a prune. And finally, dead vegetation was removed from around the Alder 
Buckthorns. Many thanks to all the volunteers for all their hard work.    
Link to photos . . . http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2009.html 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions:  
· Tidy up after clearance work and prepare soil for planting at Seagull Lane patch 
· Plant up the new hedgerow along Seagull Lane  
· Clear and remove broken tree branches  
· Create a dry ramp down onto meadow from the Lumley gate  
· Care of young trees, especially Ash, Black Poplars, Rowans, Oaks and Alder Buckthorns. 
 Forthcoming work sessions:  
Sunday 7th and Thursday 18th February. 
Seagull Lane hedgerow project 
John Blamire, the local environmental contractor who carried out all the annual cutting work in the 
Meadow last year, completed the clearance work along the edge of Seagull Lane last Friday, 29 January. 
John and his colleagues have removed most of the old fence posts, cleared out the ditch along the edge 
of footpath, strimmed back a strip of Bramble and put up a new fence. This clearance work was carried 
out in preparation for planting a native hedgerow along the boundary of Brook Meadow with the footpath. 
The aim is to increase biodiversity, improve the appearance of the area which we hope will also reduce 
the amount of fly tipping of garden rubbish. We hope to finish off the preparation work at the next work 
session in time for planting up the hedgerow which will consist of Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Buckthorn, 
Hornbeam, Hazel, Holly, Rowan and Dog Rose. Root trainer plants have been ordered from Burntwood 
Nurseries – the same supplier as last year. We hope to take delivery in the next week. The clearance 
work was paid for by HBC, the plants by the Tree Council’s Hedge Fund and the planting will be done by 
BMCG volunteers. A good community effort.     
Water levels and flooding 
The Ems and Lumley Stream are still very full after all the snow but a very high tide today (which Pam 
Phillips tells me was 4.9) has caused the Lumley Stream to back up and flow into the central meadow. 
When I was in the meadow at about 12 noon today, water was flowing into the Lumley wet area from the 
Lumley Stream creating a largish lake across the eastern side of the central meadow making access from 
Lumley impossible. This degree of flooding will have to be taken into account when designing the ramp 
and boardwalk from the Lumley gate onto the meadow. 
Water Vole and Otter identification day training courses  
Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like to go on a free training course to identify Water 
Voles and Otters – which I mentioned in the last email notes. The day training course will be held at 
Winchester City Mill where there are signs of both Water Voles and Otters and will probably be on a 
weekday in March/April. Travel expenses to Winchester will also be paid.  Please phone me on 01243  
430314 or email: frances@pracdev.co.uk if you are interested. 

http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/
http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/bm-work-events-2009.html


LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Harbour news 
The wintering flock of 100+ Coot continue to gather in Emsworth Harbour beneath the quay. What 
attracts them there, I wonder?  However, they pale into insignificance beside the huge collection of 1,318 
Coot that Lee Evans counted on Chichester Gravel Pits in the past week.  Lee went onto Budds Farm 
mound from which vantage point he counted an astonishing 330 Shelduck in Langstone Harbour plus 24 
Goldeneye and a Velvet Scoter.  Jason Crook reports 35 Avocet on Farlington Marshes.  Some also at 
Nutbourne, maybe?   
Black-tailed Godwits have deserted our local harbours in favour of Pagham Harbour.  Jim Weston 
estimated there were 1,400 on the flooded fields to the north of the harbour on Jan 30. I counted 140 
Ringed Plover at Black Point on Hayling Island during my WeBS on Jan 30.   
Tony Wootton went on the solar powered boat cruise around Chichester Harbour on Jan 24 and got some 
terrific photos, including one of a Black-necked Grebe and another of a flock of Grey Plover in flight.  
Tony’s photos are on my web site for Jan 24.  Ralph Hollins reports there are 22 Black-necked Grebe in 
Langstone Harbour.   
On Jan 26 I spoke to a chap from Poole on the outer millpond wall who was doing a survey (not sure who 
for) of disturbance to harbour birds by people and dogs.  There was certainly not much disturbance there, 
but I suggested he might have more joy at Nore Barn.   
 
Garden bids 
After all the excitement of the influx of Fieldfare and Redwing during the wintery period, garden 
birdwatching  is now back to its prosaic self.   2009 was a very poor year for most of my garden birds with 
Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch and Greenfinch all at record low levels.   However, Goldfinches 
continue to delight, but what wasteful eaters they are!  Thankfully, other birds, such as, Greenfinch, 
Chaffinch, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon perform a decent clearing up job.  I was particularly pleased 
to see a Coal Tit nipping to and from the bird table, but far too quickly for a photo.    
Patrick Murphy had a good range of visitors to his garden in the past week, including Song Thrush, 
Long-tailed Tits, male Bullfinch and both male and female Blackcaps, in addition to the usual Robin, 
Great Tits and Blue Tits.   Patrick got a fine photo of the female Blackcap which is on my web site for Jan 
29.   
 
Other bird news 
Last year’s Sparrowhawk nest is showing well at the top of a tall Oak tree in the SW corner of Nore Barn 
Woods.  On Jan 29 I was lucky to see a female Sparrowhawk fly into the nest, where it remained for about 
3 minutes before flying off in a northerly direction.  Nest prospecting, hopefully?    
I was standing on the shore at Nore Barn hoping for the Spotted Redshank, when I heard the distinct 
sharp ‘chu-wit’ and the bird landed in the shallow water not more than 6 feet from where I was standing.   I 
watched it for the next 20 minutes or so as it wandered around, occasionally pecking at some food morsel 
in the water.  A couple passing were astonished to learn that this rare wintering bird had fed in this very 
spot for the past 5 years.  What an amazing bird! 
Little Egrets are also amazing birds, though we hardly give them a second glance these days.  However, 
Patrick Murphy was interested to see one resting in a tree opposite the gasometer on Brook Meadow on 
Jan 31.  Egrets, of course, do roost in trees, sometimes in considerable numbers, particularly at night.   To 
continue the amazing birds theme, Patrick also saw a Kingfisher on one of the small posts on Peter Pond, 
but the bird flew before Patrick could get his camera fired up.   
 
Spring is coming? 
The birds are singing, well, at least most of them are.  Butterflies have been seen – Small White and 
Peacock are out!  And plants are flowering.  Hazel catkins have been hanging from the bushes for some 
while.  In fact Ralph Hollins saw the first as early as Dec 19 in Langstone.   
Snowdrops are also opening up; I had the pleasure of seeing a fine display at Kingston Church, near 
Lewes today.  Are there any yet in Emsworth?   
Ralph Hollins has seen Lesser Celandine flowers in Havant and a single Early Dog Violet flower was out 
in his Havant garden on Jan 26, which was the first for the year.    
At Nore Barn west of Emsworth the Blackthorn bushes, which had flowers before Christmas, still have   
three flowers visible despite the frost and snow.   
Ralph Hollins provides an excellent and comprehensive summary of all the local wildlife news on his web 
site:  http://homepage.ntlworld.com/ralph.hollins/Summary.htm 
 
My Emsworth Wildlife web site for other local wildlife news and photos . . . 
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm 
 

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/ralph.hollins/Summary.htm
http://www.emsworthwildlife.com/0-0-0-wildlife-diary.htm


BROOK MEADOW CONSERVATION GROUP – WEEKS 1-2, Jan 4-17 2010 
Group Website: http://www.brook-meadow.hampshire.org.uk/ 

 
CONSERVATION NEWS - by Frances Jannaway  
Work sessions  
The first work session of 2010 planned for Sunday 10 January was postponed because of all the snow 
and very cold temperatures. 
Tasks for forthcoming work sessions:  
· Clear and remove broken branches;  
· Create a dry ramp down onto meadow from the Lumley gate;  
· Care of young trees, especially Rowans, Oaks and Alder Buckthorns;  
· Plant up the new hedgerow along Seagull Lane patch.  
Forthcoming work sessions:  
Thursday 21st January, Sunday 7th and Thursday 18th February. 
Fallen trees 
On the day after the first snow fell, Wednesday 6th January, Pam Phillips reported that several trees had 
fallen over the footpaths in and around Brook Meadow. The one requiring urgent action was several large 
branches of a Holm Oak which had fallen over the footpath near the south entrance to the Meadow. At 
8.30am and armed with a bow saw, Pam managed to remove the overhanging branches helped by John 
Tagg who also took a photo of Pam! The branches were actually blocking the main footpath from Palmers 
Road car park to the bottom of Queen Street. Many thanks to Pam for acting so promptly under difficult 
conditions. Other trees which also suffered from the weight of the snow, included a Crack Willow just 
north of the north bridge where several large branches had broken off but had not completely fallen but 
were hanging over the footpath near the recently planted Hazels. There was also a large willow in 
Palmers Road copse which had fallen over the edge of the car park. It was not only trees which suffered 
under the weight of the snow - a large branch of the Gorse bush on the side of the central causeway has 
also broken.  
Tree maintenance work 
I reported all these fallen trees to Andrew Skeet (arborist at HBC) and have recently heard that all the 
footpaths have been cleared of fallen branches and made safe. This work was carried out last week by 
tree surgeons who also pollarded two Crack Willows in Palmers Road copse. This tree work had been 
planned for some time. The brushwood has been chipped and left for BMCG volunteers to spread over 
the paths in Palmers Road copse and most of the large logs have been removed. The remaining 
branches will be cleared by BMCG volunteers at the next work session on Thursday. 
Water levels in the River Ems and Lumley Stream 
The large amount of snow over the last few weeks has caused the volume of water in the River Ems and 
Lumley Stream to increase. So much so that last week, several of the boards at the Lumley sluice were 
raised and the level of water in the Lumley Stream had reached the underneath of the little bridges to the 
cottages on Lumley Road. The SE corner of the South Meadow has been under water for several weeks 
now with some paths impassable and the southern section of the River Ems is very full. 
Water Vole and Otter identification day training courses  
A few weeks ago I was contacted by Fran Southgate – Sussex Otters and Rivers Officer asking if any 
members of BMCG would like to go on a free training course to identify Water Voles and Otters. The day 
training course will be held at Winchester City Mill where there are signs of both Water Voles and Otters 
and will probably be on a weekday in March/April. Travel expenses to Winchester will also be paid. Fran 
would like to set up a permanent group of local ‘spotters’ for Otters who are trained to check sites 
annually. Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in this training course as places 
are limited. It might also be possible for Fran to come to somewhere near here and give us a talk on 
Otters. 
Friends of Emsworth Waysides 
Note from Brian Fellows - The meeting arranged for Monday 18 Jan is postponed.  It will be rearranged 
for a later date.  Please see the web site for all the latest news on this new local conservation venture.   
Web site . . . http://www.emsworthwaysides.hampshire.org.uk/emsworth-waysides-NEWS.htm 
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LOCAL WILDLIFE NEWS – by Brian Fellows 
Fieldfare and Redwing  
What an exciting time we have had over the past couple of weeks, great for birdwatchers, but not so great 
for the birds, which must have suffered quite badly.  The snow and cold weather produced an 
unprecedented influx of Fieldfares and Redwings to our area. They were absolutely everywhere, in parks, 
streets, gardens, the lot.  It was like a winter version of the Painted Lady invasion!  I had never seen 
anything like it in my 42 years living in Emsworth.  Tony Wootton and Jill Stanley had 50 Fieldfare and 
Redwing on the berried trees outside their houses, and the Cherry Crab in Lumley Road was also rapidly 
plundered of its fruit.  Sadly, they have now all gone with the snow, hopefully to return one day!   
Garden birds 
As the big freeze tightened its grip on the country, so lots of birds came into gardens looking for food.  
Some, like Goldfinches and Tits hang on the feeders, while others, such as Chaffinches and Robin prefer 
the table or the ground.  I had a regular Fieldfare, which liked apples, though it was a nuisance at times, 
driving off other birds.  My favourite was a male Blackcap, which came every day to feed on the apples 
that I had stuck on a tree, and sometimes on the fat I had smeared on the bark.  It was still there today!   I 
also seemed to be feeding the entire local Woodpigeon population at times!   
Caroline French had some special birds in her north Emsworth garden in Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail and 
two Reed Buntings!  On one occasion, Caroline saw the Pied Wagtail with a huge  caterpillar, which it 
bashed on the grass many times, trying to break it into edible-sized chunks. In the end it swallowed the 
caterpillar whole, with difficulty.  She thought that would keep it going for quite some time but it was back 
on the lawn a couple of minutes later, looking for more food!  Insatiable!   
  
Harbour news 
The freezing weather brought an exceptional flock of around 500 Knot onto the western mudflats for a few 
days last week, far more than I have ever seen before in Emsworth.  Black-tailed Godwits also came 
back, including two which were colour-ringed in Kent, though I think they have returned to the fields.  
Large numbers of Wigeon and Teal gathered in the channels around Nore Barn, along with a few Pintail.  
The Spotted Redshank appears to have been unaffected by the bad weather and still turns up regularly in 
the small stream at Nore Barn.  Coot numbers continue to grow in the main harbour; I counted a record 
111 on Jan 16.   Early results from the Brent Goose Breeding Productivity Survey indicate another poor 
year for them with the proportion of juveniles to adults less than 2%.   However, Brents are long lived birds 
and a few bad years are not a disaster.  The last bumper year was 2005.   
Millpond news 
With the town millpond largely frozen over, most of the birds clustered together in area near the bridge.   
Some Tufted Duck migrated to the unfrozen Slipper Millpond, much to the delight of Brendan Gibb-Gray 
who is currently laid up with an injured leg.  A Cormorant in summer plumage, with grey head and white 
thigh patches, was on the large raft in early January.   I had a look at Emsworth marina from time to time, 
vaguely hoping for something special, like a Smew or a Scaup, that we used to get in cold weather in the 
‘good old days’, but no luck.  However, the Bearded Tits have been showing well in the Thorney Little 
Deeps reedbeds, where Tony Wootton got some great snaps on Jan 7.   
 
Starling roost 
Walking down the Havant Road yesterday afternoon, I watched a pre roost flock of around 500 Starlings 
swirling around in the sky behind the Brookfield Hotel, with the flock constantly swelling as more and 
more birds joined in.   It was not quite in the Brighton West Pier league, but it was fascinating 
nevertheless.   To get a closer look, I made my way up Nore Crescent, where I met some local ladies who 
confirmed that the Starlings roosted in a tall ivy covered tree behind house No. 36 each night, with much 
chattering and murmuring before they settled down.  Quite a local attraction, I gather.  
 
Other news 
Yet more fresh Molehills were pushing up through the snow on Brook Meadow, as the poor Moles had to 
dig ever deeper in their search for worms.   
I heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming in Stansted Forest on Jan 4.     
Caroline and Ray French were at Farlington Marshes today and saw 32 Avocets, 7 Goldeneye and 
displaying Red Breasted Mergansers.   
Brent Geese are returning to feed on the fields after the end of the big freeze.  Anne de Potier saw 500 on 
Warblington Farm yesterday.  I saw about 500 on Southsea Cricket Field today.   
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